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AN
IMPERFECT OUTLINE

OF

THE LIFE

or

RICHARD PORSON.

AR~ e ——

Ricuarp.Porson, the subject of this hasty
sketch, was born at East Ruston in Norfolk,

on Christmas-day™, 1759. He was the eldest
of three brothers. His father, Mr. Huggins

* R.P. was wont to speak of his birth day with grati-
tude and triumph. On the same day Sir Iiaac Newton
was born, 1642. They were of the same College; and
the mortal remains of R. P. rest near the statue of this first
of philosophers in the Anti-chapel of Trin. Coll. Cam-
bridge ; while those of RicHARD BENTLEY lic without the
railing, on the north-side, of the altar.

+ Henry, his second brother, was settled in a farm in
Essex, and died early in life. Thomas, his youngest bro-
ther, kept a boarding-school at Fakenham, and died in
1792. His sister was married to Siday Hawes, Esq. of
Coltishall in Norfolk. His mother died in 1784, aged 57;
and his father in 1805, in the 74th year of his age.

b Porson,
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Porson, who was Parish-Clerk, and much
respected, 1nitiated him 1n the rudiments
of his native tongue, and in the common
rules of arithmetic. At nine years of age
R.P. was sent to the Village-school, kept
by a Mr. Summers, where he continued
three years. The Rev. Mr. Hew:itt, Vicar
of the Parish, heard of R. P.s extraor-
dinary aptitude in acquiring and retaining
whatever he was taught, and undertook to
o1ve him a classical training. During his boy-
hood R.P. was inured to a pastoral life, and

afterwards, I am told, to the labours of the
loom.

Proofs of a serious turn of. thought 1n his
early years are still extant; they are in the
shape of hymns and grave reflections; but in
1o respect remarkable except In tracing out
the adorable nature of the first cause.

In August, 1774, Mr. Norris, of Grosvenor-
I'lace, an opulent and liberal gentleman, sent
R. P. to Eton, and the late Sir George Baker
contributed most generously towards his con-

tinuance
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tinuance in that illustrious school. When he
entered Eton, R.P. was wholly 1gnorant of
quantity ; and, after he had toiled up the ar-
duous path to literary eminencé, he was often
twitted by his quondam school-fellows- with .
those violations of quantity which are com-
mon 1n first attempts at Latin verse. Our
Greek Professor always felt sore upon this
point. One of his best friends and greatest
admirers has preserved a copy of verses,
which, indeed, evince the rapid progress of
his mind, but would not do honour to his
memory.

The Rev. Doctor Davies, late Provost of
Eton, when Head-Master, presented R. P. with
a copy of Toup's Longinus as a mark of his
regard for a “ good” exercise. This book,
R. P. was wont to say, first biassed his mind
to critical researches, and BENTLEY and
DAawgs cherished and confirmed that stroﬁg
propensity : the rest he gave himself.

At this time R. P. was deeply smitten with
a predilection for scenic exhibitions; and a
b 2 sort
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sort of drama, composed by R.P. while .at
Eton, 1s still in the possession of certain La-

dies*.—He collated the MS. fragment of Xe-

nophon’s Anabasis, which he lost with other
memoranda at Oxford, and amused himself
with examining a MS. containing some of
Seneca’s plays, and others fathered upon

him--.

At Eton, the powers of memory, which he
occasionally discovered, are almost without
parallel. The 1nstances are numerous, and
well attested. 1 shall specity one. In going
up to lesson he was accosted by a boy in the

* A gentlewoman, whom I should esteem it an honour
to name, has many unrivalled specimens of R.P.’s pen-
manship ; they are intended for watch-papers, and consist
chiefly of those moral sentiments from the comic and tragic
poets which vicissitudes in life had deeply imprinted on his
memory : or such passages as Eur. Med. 193—206., ac-
companied with Dr. Johnson’s translation which first ap-
peared in Dr. Burney's History of Music, V. 11. p.240.; etc.

+ Optime in his Trageedie, Troades, Hippolytus, Thy-
estes, Hercules Furens, Medea, Agamemnon, (Edipus.
Hz Senece sunt, et nunquam Choro finiuntur. Incer-
torum auctorum, Pheenissee, Hercules in (Eta, Octavia—
que Choro finiuntur. Ricarpus BENTI E1Us.

form.
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form, ¢ P., what have you got there?” ¢ Ho-
race: 1t was Instantly taken from him, and
another book dexterously slipped 1nto 1ts
place, with which R.P. proceeded. Being
“set on” by the Master, he read and con-
strued Carm. 1. x. very regularly. Observ-
ing the class 1n a titter, the Master said, ¢ P.,
you seem to me to be reading on one side of
the page, while I am looking at the other:
pray, whose edition have your”™ P. hesitat-
ing—*“ et me see 1t,” rejoined Doctor D.,
who, to his great surprise, found 1t to be an
English Ovid. R.P. was ordered to go on;
which he did, easily, exactly, and promptly,
to the end of the ode.— About this period
R. P. was prone to a spirit of 1ntolerance,
which often discomposed his nights; and he
experienced great difficulty 1n mollifying and
subduing this inclination. What a lesson to
learn 1s toleration |

Towards the close of 1777 he was admitted
undergraduate of Trin. Coll. Cambridge. In
1779 R. P. began more systematically his
critical career. Two corrections made 1n this

year
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year occur 1 pp. 250. 308. (Theocr. Id. 1,
06.Virg. An:111,702.). They were very gene-
rously imparted to me by his old school-fellow,
and unshaken friend through a batter life, the
very learned and amiable Doctor GoopaLL,
Provost of Eton. This excellent man would
have honoured me with a paper containing
many other corrections made by R. P. about
this time; bat 1t 1s mislaid. In Sept. 1781,
.R. P. was elected Fellow of that noble Society.
The interval between this date and 1785,
when he took the degree of A.M., seems to
have been assiduously employed in highly
useful but ungainful pursuits. It was a sea-
son, which he recollected with pleasure ; and
would, at times, fondly wish to live .over
again.:—Pieriosque dies et amantes carmina
nioctes.  In 1791 his fellowship ceased;
on which heart-rending occasion he used to
observe, with his usual good-humour (for ne-
thing could depress him), that he was a gen-
tleman living 1 London without a sixpence 1n
his pocket. Shortly after R.P. was elected
Greek-professor. The letter, addressed to his
principal elector, 1n which R. P. notices both
| | events,
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events, will, I trust, see light on some future
day. Other letters from R.P. are in private
hands, which do honour to his heart as well
as to his head.

In 1705 R. P. married Mrs. L'«nan, who
sunk under a decline in April 1797. This
event 1s deeply to be regretted, since during
this short period he evidently became more
attentive to times and seasons, and might have
been won by domestic comforts from that
habit of tipling, which was doubtless as much
a disease as the gout, and must have tended
to 1mpair a constitution naturally vigorous.
Alas! aw¢ 7 avrov, 7a¢ 7ic v "Azo 7oV ToToD

/ ~ / ~J
TOLVGELE " TOU AIOLY TOTOU

R. P. entertained an utter contempt of mo-
ney; he was independent of circumstances.
f1e left worldly things to worldly minds; his

thoughts were elsewhere.

In company R. P. was the gentlest being I
ever met with ; his conversation was engaging
and delightful ; 1t was at once ammated by

force
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force of reasoning, and adorned with all the
oraces and embellishments .of wit. These
Attic nights are gone ; ¢ but they have left a
relish and a fragrance upon the mind, and
the remembrance of them 1s sweet.” — He
possessed a heart filled with sensibility ; he
was at all times willing to assist his fellow-
labourers; and no scholar ever consulted him,
who did not leave bhim instructed and de-
ighted¥. { It may not- be improper to select
an 1nstance of lis instantaneously passing from
one subject to another, which was like 1t, by
way of illustration. It may be thought un-
worthy of narrative, ai\ opw:: Qeacw. In
Oct. 1800, two .i}jellds.loolied in upon . R. P.
at his chambers in Essex-Court, Temple, and
seeing his favourite MS. spread on the table,
one of them observed, I am at a loss to per-
celve how you can decypher-these characters ;
R. P. intimated that the text of this codex
was comparatively perspicuous. He then pro-
duced a MS. of John Chrysostom abounding
In cramp contractions, and, turning to the be-
* MO ndoviis cmyAle woudevleis et
omnning,
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oinning, read the first five lines which gave
the title of the work :—they were astonished
at the ease with which he unfolded the termi--
nations. R.P. remarked that our D%. and
C%. are as much abridged, .only far more
common ; but, determined to make himself
thoroughly understood, he requésted his friend
to shew him a guinea; which was done. R.P.
inquired 1f he had ever noticed the letters on
the brim. He answered in the negative;
R. P. then expounded the legend. His friend
remarked, that i1f he might have all the gul-
neas of those who coilld not make out the 1n-
scription, he should be extremely rich.  Yes,
replied R. P., and you would be in the situa-
tion of the hero, who Postulat ut capiat, qua
non intelligit, arima.) His critical excursion
appended ad Med. i39. 140. exhibits a faur
specimen of his manner of discussing with
friends literary matters; 1t 1s adamant of the
firmest grain wrought to “the highest polish.
Indeed, every thing he said and did was
fraught with the most scrupulous regard for
plain dealing., TrRUTH 'was considered by
R. P. as thes’basis of excellence; it was the

object
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object of all his inquiries ; he telt pleasure 1n
the search, and satisfaction 1n the vindication
of this rare article. If detected in the shghtest
error, he would thank the i1ndividual who
pointed 1t out, immediately amend 1t, and
publicly confess it. 'Eyd:cims vav #dtws uiy
eneyylevew, ef 70 pu annlfes Neyosps® 7dtws O ehe-
7Eavrwv, T 7'2;,\#2 &7\'49%; Aéfyoz. Ovx o’maéaregov
wEvT \e}\syxﬂevmv 7 eneybavra® peilov yoe cvTo
ayefoy 77yovoss oaom'eg wei(ov yolbov toriv avTOY

~ N\ ¥

ATUNNOLY V0L HUKOV TOU UEYICTOV, 7] LANOY OLTOoLA-

Aeedos® 000ey 70&3 oqu,ou TOT0UTOY HOLKOV ENVOLL avﬁgw-

T ooy Ooéor Jevoge.  Plato Gorg. 285. E.
Laemar.=123. Routh.= 38, 9. Findeisen.
. R. P. also contended that truth /in every
department of human knowledge was mighty,
and, 1n spite of all artificial objects, would
ulimately prevail. Kai wore ey aopaiyenpmo
0¢inhves 79\yv aéfﬁg Mvocpw, TOTE 0 9:'07\1\)11 %go'vov
cxicnoricleioo, TENOS aUTH 05 CLUTIC Engowe?, 208

zozovywvi(eras 7o evdos.  Polybius.

Amongst others, who paid their respects to
the MSS. of Pseudo-Shakspere, 1n Norfolk-
Street, R.P. was prevailed upon by a friend

to
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the ultimate mark, at which. he was aiming,
and which 1t required the utmost nicety to hit.
Some would overshoot it, others fall short of
1t ; but his movements towards 1t were deli-
berate, the effect of each step was watched,
his .eye was wary, and -his aim unerring.
The sense being ascertained, the word, which
was suggested, might not suit the context:
the word being -fixed, the metre night not
admit 1t. His emendations satisfied the style,
the sense, and the verse.—But, when he could
not restore, he never disturbed. Conjectural
criticism, 1f I understand the expression, 1s
not. regulated by any perceivable law; 1t 1s
under the dominion of hazard: i1t 1s ¢“ a hit
made at a venture, —a game at chance:
whereas in R. P.’s cures there 1s a correct
leading principle, which influences his deci-
sions; he .propounds the degree of evidence
which can be collected; weighs every au-
thority, however faint, or complicated, or
contradictory; calls in the aid of paleogra-
phy to criticism, and elicits by dint of pain-
ful thinking, and severe.discrimination, illu-

mined by gentus and taste, the effect. de-
sired.
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sired®. It may be asked, Why all this parade
about the recovery of a few old facts? What
15 there in truth which 1s not old 2 The
orandest discovery ever made by human in-
tellect,—the neaxus nature,—was the demon-
stration of a fact as -old as the creation.—
NeEwToN himself did not make the truths
which he has established; he pomnted them
out to others, x'\from). whom they had ’\;been
concealed.}—ln these severe 1nvestigations
Dawes did not distinguish sufficiently be-
tween an useful hint, and a general prin-
ciple ;. he tried but seldom how far his pre-
cepts would hold good. BENTLEY would,
at tumes, lighten upon a passage., His cor-
rections, 1n general, cost him ¢oo litile trou-
ble. The day after he had received a copy
of Dr. Davies’s first edition of Cic. Tusc.],
R. B. talked over with the editor the sub-

* If critics of nearly the same growth did not feel and
understand in the same way what was wanted, their coin-
cidences could not be accounted for; see‘R.P.’s PR. ad
App. in Toup. p. 434. Lagomarsini ad Poggian. LEpist.
Vol. 11. p. 216. ; |

+ See R.B/s Letter to T. H. pp. §8. 112="288. 317.

t See.Epist. Clerico, p.208.

stance
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stance of all the emendations, which he was
prevailed upon to subjoin to that edition. In
the days of their friendship, J. Markland pre-
sented R. B. with a-copy of his Stati Sylve,
which he looked over. with J. M. and suggest-
ed those brilhant restorations, which are re-
aistered in the margin of a copy in the cus-
tody of a friend*. As to SCALIGER, he
seems to have been formed of * the porce-
lain clay of human kind :” 1n his restitutions
Osiov 71 zai svoroyov tori. In R. P. there was
invariably ¢a presiding principle and prolific
energy.  In that celebrated canon, viz. If
an 1amoic verse mn tragedy end in a word,
whicls makes a cretic, and the word preceding
it consist of more than one syllable, the fiféh
foot s not a spondee,—R. P. has marked the
limits, and reconciled the seeming exceptions;
his proofs hang one upon another by a con-
necting thread ; the perusal of his accurate
arrangement, and nice distinctions, 1s one

continued exertion of the mind; in reading
/

* Afterward this amiable scholar was induced to attach
himself to Bp. Hare, and to share the credit of unsuccess-

ful resistance against the great Bentley with that party.
this
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this disquisition. we are not suffered to be 1dle
or superfictal. He gave up, I belie.ve, the
metrical arrangement of the choral odes as a
hopeless business.—If his life had been pro-
longed for about six years, R.P. would have
become 77 ‘EAarados cwripe xzos meouayov: he
would have given us some sure, sound, and
ruling principles, which might have been safe-
ly left to their own operations®. But the
prime grace of the Attic year is cut off :—
the sun of criticism 1s set, and 1n 1ts de-
scent left the western hemisphere in a flood

of glory.

On 25 Sept. 1808, on Sunday night, ex-
actly as the clock struck twelve, R.P.
changed his existence, without a struggle, 1n

* Dyul, €l Tig TobTov LaN0iTO 0j0V dyxvpay TAEYS THS TOAEOC,
TAYTA EYOVTAY To TEOTPopa Eauty, cwlew ay fupumavre & Pou-
Adueda.  Plato de Legg. T. 11. x11, 961. C. H. St.

+ See Dr. Adam Clarke’s ¢¢ Narrative of R. P.’s last ill-
ness and death.”—¢ Qur prophet i1s no more ; and where
shall we find his mantle ¢ Where shall we look for his cri-
tical acumen, for his rapid perception, for his unerring sa-
gacity, for his inexhaustible memory, and for his solid
judgement?””  Quart. Rev. V, 17.

the
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the for\l':z -nﬁinth year of hisage. Such was the

svlavoeaioe of our lamented Professor:

\ /

%z'eé%oyaz 0% xoLIpI0LG W?xngxﬁg 70%2711,
<\ ’ / ¢ / ’ /

ws oco@ocaoca'frog, OLb L OLT GV evﬁma'zpwv
’ * ¢ / 3/ / /
OLTOPPVEVT WYy OLILLL o*vpo@oa)xw 700€.

Aschyl. Agam. 1294.

His remains were removed from the Lon-
don Institution, then in the Old Jewry, to be
interred 1n the Anti-chapel of Trinity College,
Cambridge. The service at the grave was
read In a most impressive manner by the pre-
sent Lord Bishop of Bristol, Master ot our
college.

The 1nscription engraved in brass on his

cofhn :
RICARDUS . PORSON

APUD.CANTABRIGIENSLES
LINGU/AE . GRACA . PROFESSOR
ET
COLL. TRIN. S.S. ET. IND. OLIM . SOCIUS

APUD «. LONDINENSES
INSTITUTIONIS . LITTERARIZE

"BIBLIOTHECARIUS . PRINCEPS
NATUS . VIII. CAL. JAN. MDCCLIX.
OBIIT.VII.CAL.OCT. MDCCCVIII.

It
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It was not judged proper to print the Report
signed with the names of his medical friends,
amongst which 1s that of Dr. Babington, a
physician not less renowned for his protessional
skill than for his humamty and extensive be-
nevolence.

Epaminondas, when upbraided by a wight
with celibacy, pointed to the battle of Leuctra
as his genuine offspring, which would not
only survive him, but be immortal. In like
manner, should a peevish and morose prattler
inquire what momment of literature R. P. had
erected to perpetuate his name to posterity ;
it may be answered with sadness, but with
truth, Pauca quidem ingenu sut pignora re-
liguit, sed egregia, sed admiranda :—the Let-
ters to Travis, Preface to Euripides, ed. 3.,
note on Med. 139, 140., and the conjectural
supplement of the Rosetta stone will hand
down his name as a Critic till time shall be no
more,

If it were required to produce 1nstances of

restoration wrought by this second Bentley,
C which
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which cannot be contested, the emendation

of Hermesianazx, p. 41, might, I humbly pre-
sume, be placed foremost; then Lur. Helen.

757., (P. 220.) Aschyl Suppl. 675. 312, 3.
Pers. 321, 2. The wounds, which have been
unmercifully inflicted on these passages, are
beyond the reach of aid from MSS. It would
be blameable to omit the restoration of A/lea:s
apud Athen. 111, 107. F. (Adverss. p. 65.)

which turned out to be, as nearly as possible,
the reading of the Venetian MS.; and that

of Lyncus,apud eund. vi. 138. E. (Adverss.
p. 87*.). But to do justice to these emen-
dations the tenor of the context ought to be
stated, the probable causes of the corruptions
explained, and the grounds, on which the
emendations rest, as connected with Greek
paleography, pointed out, which require types
cut for the purpose.

I cannot help remarking with great con-
cern that some of our countrymen, who have

* 1 Eon, uy émiradouas—was the form of the emenda-
tion, if I remember right, before the appearance of Cod.

Ven.
risen





https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join

X X VIl IMPERFECT OUTLINE

by religion on the unsullied virtues of females;
I only not adore the lovely graces of female
devotion®, as much as I abhor the malignant
tongue of female slander. Pray,{.\what autho-
rity have you for the foul expression ¢ gross
sensuality?” None whatever. He had one
failing, but he was so great a man that I shall

soon forget what 1t was.

“Hosov 0vder, 000% ;ono'mafregov

"Eoc7 7 dvveodos 7\oz3ogoz5‘u,evov @égsw‘
0O 7\0130555':’ 7&5, v o 7\0:50306{»2»0;
My z‘gba"yro:%'fm, 7\01305577051 7\015055;'.

As to ““corrupt principles,” what do thev
imply ¢ his critical morality ? an 1nvincible
love of truth? an inflexible probity? un-
wearied exertions 1n the cause of litera-
ture? Or do they import a want of belief
in the evidences of Christianity? An unbe-
liever, Madam, would not have exposed the
blasphemous manner, 1n which Lord Shaftes-

bury derides the holy Scriptures. A ridiculer

* See Dr. Parn’s Discourse on Education.

of
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of the sufferings of the christian Martyrs
would not have observed concerning St. Cy-
prian, that ¢ the merits of the martyr threw
a shade over the defects of the author, and
the veneration, that ought to have been con-
fined to his piety, was extended to his writ-
ings.” —An infidel would not have asserted
““ that the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, which
attested the mission of Jesus, were truly the
witness of God, which he witnessed by his
Son#*.” No, Madam ; an unbeliever has no
concern with the doctrines of Christianity.
R. P. was, and he wished to be considered, a
Christian. If you had witnessed the horror,
with which he received the foul charge of
being a suspected unbeliever, when discover-
ed to him by a friend with the utmost deli-
cacy, you would not have fulminated against
him such anathemas:—i1f you had seen him
in the season of affliction, when the prospect
of nothing but a ¢ sterll promontory” was
lying before him ;—if you had heard him at

this moment of dismay recite with Inexpressi-

* Letters to Travis, pp. 258. 266, 398. Paley’s Mor.
and Polit. Philos. 1i. 109,

ble
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ble fervour and solemnity the third chapter
of Job; you would, I doubt not, have been
touched with other emotions than those of
theological hatred. Yes, Madam, if you had
ever been present, when he quoted with per-
tect relish from Tillotson, Barrow, Barclay’s
Apology, Chillingworth, and St. Augustine,
passages hardly to be equalled 1n any lan-
cuage, you would not, I am sure, have applied
to him these hard, unchristian words. A Cease
then to profane the memory of PorsoN with
such unsparing reproaches.—You may say
that his religious creed resembled that of Dr.
Samuel Clarke™: you are at liberty to think
so. Will you contend that Dr. Clarke was
nota Christian? Such uncharitable sentiments
belong not to me. ¢ Though truth in those
controversies can only be on one side, sin-
cerity may be on both. And I will enjoy the
holy hope, that by an equal sincerity, through
the power of that blood which was shed
equally for all, both parties may at last find

* Nomen viri docti, acuti philosophi, et theologi sobrie
philosophantis, carum et sanctum mihi habetur.

equal
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equal mercy*.” I can make no apology for

these strictures : I leave them to the closet,
and to self-examination.—The revered name
of my friend 1s safely lodged i1n the sanctuary
of my heart, “ never, never to be torn from
thence, hut with those holds which grapple
1t to hife.”

26 April, 1815. THOMAS KIDD.

* Horsley’s Charge, p. 74.






PREFACE,

CONTAINING CHIEFLY

A LIST OF THOSE WORKS, WHICH ARE CONNECTED
WITH LITERATURE*,

INTERSPERSED WITH REMARKS,

N.B. An asterism is prefixed to the articles contained in this
volume.

*i. Alexts : ° Awgobavaros.

T e English verses were given by the late Rev. .
Collier, B.D., Senior Fellow of Trn. Coll. and Regius

Hebrew-Professor, to be translated into Greek trimeter
Iambics by the candidates for one of Lord Craven’s Uni-

versity-scholarships which was then vacant. Being on a

* There are other effusions of humour and of the species of com-
position which is chiefly acceptable to that stirring family, the editors
of our ephemeral journals. I have examined the quotations from
Latin and Greek writers, with which they are sprinkled, for emenda-
tions; and for nothing else; for he uniformly advised me not to read
Newspapers. I bewall the unpropitious hours, in which four of
these papers were written. His mind must have been overclouded.
Certain of the Jesuits have attempted the same perilous analogies,

which are contained in three of them. But this kind of writing
eannot be defended by example.

Visit



XXX1V PREFACE.

visit to Mr. Knight’s at Milton, near Cambridge, Mr. C.
accidentally took up astray No. of the * * * * * * Ma-
gazine, and In turning it over he lighted on this epitaph;
transcribed it, and applied 1t to this purpose.—With this
account Mr. C. favoured me, if I recollect aright, in 1798,
[ have consulted most of the Journals from their com-
mencement to this period, but, with pain I state 1t, to no
purpose. At the time it was generally attributed to Mr.
C.; and R.P. always suspected it to be the offspring of
his muse. About three years before his demise R. P. showed
me the foul copy, which exhibited his first expressions and
corrections made in the examination-room before he re-
wrote 1t, and permitted me to take a sort of fac-simile which
18 mislaid. The paper was embrowned with age. It would
be highly ungenerous to point out the Homeric metre of
one word, those niceties of Attic orthography which he
had not then attained, and the violation of a recondite
property of Iambic metre, which R. P. discovered about
three years afterwards. He communicated it with his
oldest and most intimate friend, the Rev., Dr. GoopaALL,
who in mentioning it to his pupils never omitted to attri-
bute 1t to its rightful owner*. Suffice it to state that this
attempt was made by a Junior A.B. nearly thirty-four years
ago, and it will scarcely be doubted that this A.B. was
R. PorsonNt. Other juvenile exercises by R, P. are still in

existence.

* See Mus Crit. 117, 330.

Tt }Eschyl. Septheb. 533. Brcornua xalk:’u‘eweov, evdporeLs as’v;:e,—-'ju-
venile quidem illud, sed GrRoNoVII juvenis, Markl. PREF. ad Stat.
Sylv. xv.—Commentatione, juvenili quidem, veruntamen juvenis

Hemsterhusii, D. R. Elog. p. 24. ed. 2.
About
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magnificence, and to collate this MS. ¢ at an expense not
greater than that, for which the task could have been per-
formed by a person on the spot.”” After some discussion,
in which a genuine critic, well known in the Primrose
Path as well as the Fosse and the Watling Street, gave, 1
am concerned to say, his decided opposition, it was sug-
gested by a grave man, and most wonderful scholar, then
perching on the pinnacle of power, that R. P. might col-
lect his MSS. at home*, This is alluded to in a note to
his letterscon Travis, p. 37. Alas! how marr’d and stinted
hath his greatness been !

About this period R.P. commenced a correspondence
with David Ruhnkenius+t, whose preface to the second vo-
lume of Hesychius, and historical disquisition on the Greek
orators, he had read with delight.~ R.P. stated that he was
about to undertake an edition of Eschylus, and requested
to be honoured with any fragments of this parent of Greek
tragedy, which occurred in D. R.’s body of inedited Lexi-
cons and Grammarians’\that bear the stamp of authority].
The editor of the Strasburg Sophocles had drawn the
most valuable glosses in his Lexicon Sophocleum from this

* Be not dismayed; we have Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Travis’s au-
thority for this combination; ¢ the accurate Mr. Hearne of Ozxford,
who collected the Bodleian MSS. for us ”— Gulliver decypber’d, I, 82.;
and, ‘¢ Papplebuum, G.T. his collection of the Berlsn MS.” Index
to 3d ed., letter P.

+ See Wyttenbach’s Vita Ruhnkenit, p. 232. Saxii Onomasticon,
VIII, 461.

t Satls notum est eum suo sibl labore thesaurum comparasse eru-
ditionis Grzca e veterum Grammaticorum scriptis nondum luce do-
natls, qua diversis 1o Bibliothecis, maxime in Regla et Ceenobn San-
germanensis servantur. Brunckii PR. ad Soph, 4to. vii, viil.

Source.
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source. Not willing, however, to take advantage of D. R.’s
unsuspecting goodness without submitting to him his pre-
tensions for the task, he sent this restorer of Plato a spe-
cimen of his progress in emendatory criticism. In the first
he achieved a restoration of Aschyl. Suppl. 675-7, which ¢
had been begun by Stanley, and, by accident, successfully
followed up by Pauw, and approximated to by Heath.
The light borrowed from this passage he reflected upon
Plutarch, who had been wofully mutilated, Ero¢. p. 758. F.,
and made these two authors amicably conspire in healing
and strengthening each other*, The other sample related
to a mangled fragment of Hermesianax, 89, seq. which
was In substance the same as the Latin note at pp. 41, 2. of
these tracts.—D. R. showed this letter to his favourite pu-
pil, W yttenbacht, who applauded the good service done
to Eschylus and his old friend Plutarch: yet in the excel-
lent

* This emendation has been referred to in his note ad Pk. 800. -
and ably stated by a learned brother in M. Rev. for June, 1807,
pp. 529-30. R.B. ad Hor. Carm. 1v, x111, 7. had furnished a model
of cliticism, misnamed conjectural, on the same treatise of Plutarch
which R.P. has outdone. In the same way R. P. made whole a
passage in Dilonyslus of Halicarnassus in his Diatribe ad Eur. Med.
139, 140. This restoration he liad allowed to lie by him for more
than four years. I puta copy of Valckenaéi’s Callimachea 1nto lis
hands about the close of 1799 or at the beginning of 1800, sone tine
before 1t was regularly impoited 1nto this country; in turning over
the leaves he stumbled upon Valckenuér's attempt to correct the pas-
sage. Surprised at V.’s failure, he produced a scrap of paper, upon
which his emendation had been registered, and requested me to take
a copy of 1t in bar of accidents.

t+ Ceterum cognovimus novam Item Aschyli editionem lnstitui

Cantabrigiz a Rich. Porsono, V. Cl. de cujus acumine et doctrina
bei:e
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lent edition of this moralist, it has unaccountably escaped
his memory ; see Vol. 1v. p. 29. ed. 4to=p. 42. Svo. As
to the other correction, W, intimated to D. R., who was
of a most conceding disposition, that he had anticipated
nearly the same alteration—eZoyov eivas *Amorrwy
"EXPHZX’ avlgumwy—

but this order of the words is not sanctioned by any MS. ;
witereas R. P.’s arrangement is countenanced by Bessario’s
Codex, and transcribers would naturally prefer &ypnv or

W.’s éxpona’ to the less common but appropriate word &ye.
Surely this is using another Critic’s mental progeny, ¢ as
gypsies do stolen children-—disfiguring them to make them

2

pass for their own.” Our professor, however, has very
generously given W. the chief merit of this palmarian
emendation.
In his answer addressed
¢ Viro prastantissimo
Richardo Porsono
S. D.
David Ruhnkenius,”

the beginning of which I have already recorded, D. R. sent
nim eight leaves of foolscap, folded in a quarto form, and
crowded with unpublished remains of Eschylus, which had
been extracted from his Thesaurus. The vacant spaces of
the autograph were occupied with R. P.’s remarks.

In the year 1797 or 1798 a calamitous event took place;
xds Touto 7y EMjyay Ogosi—and well they may. A fire

hene vos sperare jubent egregia quadam speclmlna, privatim nokis
cognita, necdum in vulgus edita. Bibl. Crit. P. viIr, p. 140. This
epistola critica, of which R. P. had not preserved a copy, will, I trust,
find a place in W.’s promised correspondence of David Rulnlkenius.

broke
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broke out in the house of a relative, with whom R. P. had
been passing a few days. It irrecoverably destroyed this
e¢ommunication of D. R.; the exquisitely beautiful tran-
script of the Galean Photius, which by indefatigable per-
severance he replaced ; a copy of Kuster’s Aristophanes,
the margins of which were crammed with collations, notes,
and emendations, which could not be retrieved ; and other
literary treasures. In returning to Town the day before
this disaster happened, R. P. paused three or four times on
the road, deliberating whether he should return for his
books and papers, and once actually turned his horse to-
wards Merton. Unfortunately, however, he persevered on
his journey, and in the following night devastation accom-
plished its hideous work.—When ‘his affectionate friend,
Doctor Raine, & ¢irtaroy awvypme, whose loss is bitterly
bewailed by every lover of learning, profane and sacred,
opened to him this woful business, R.P. inquired if any
lives had been lost: Dr.R. replied in the negative. ¢ Then,”’
in the('.generous exaltation of despair;\he said, ¢ I will tell
you what I have lost—TWENTY years of my life !

To each his sufferings: all are men
Condemn’d alike to groan;

The tender for another’s pain,
Th’ unfeeling for bis own.”

*iil. Review of the Strasburg Aristophanes 1 ; 4 Voll. 4to,
and 8vo, 1783 : by R.F.P. Brunck ; Argentorati, 1783.

This article was drawn up in one night, and a portion
of the following day. He possessed at this time only the

t This article is printed from a copy which was revised by R. P
The most useful parts of it have been done into Latin by the accu-
rate Gotofr. Henric. Schefer : Class. Journal, 1x, 136—143.

Aldine,
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Aldine, first Basil, and Cambridge editions of Aristophanes,
and consulted the first and second Juntas, in the libraries
of his friends. A copy of the first Junta, which had been
picked up for a trifle in the neighbourhood of Saxe /e:-
mar, was given R. P, by the Rev. Cleaver Banks, whom he
always mentioned with the most afiectionate regard, and

>> His ac-

generally added, ¢ Banks’ library s my Lilrary.
curate knowledge of the local situations, customs, and opi-
nions, of the virtues, vices, and political animosities, which
prevailed at this &ra, excited earnest hopes that R. P. would
have given us a PERFECT edition of this comic Poet.— Gz/0.
Wakefield*, however, had an unconquerable distaste for
this standard of Attic purity; that distinctness and vivacity
of character in the dialogue ; that stately movement of his
own metre; and that glow of genius, that etherial fire in
his choral odes, which, at times, transported the poet be-
yond the limits of his usual execution, had no charms for
G. W.—Not that I wish to defend every atom of the poet.
What he says about Agatho in the Thesmophoriazusa
might have been entirely in jest; and might, in that de-
graded state of society, have been pleasing to Athenian
cars : still I cannot help turning aside from 1t with loath-
ing. A The retouched comedy of ““the Clouds obscured, I
fear, the brightest star of the Achaian firmament ;> it
sowed a seed, which did not immediately quicken, but
which would not perish; and gradually prepared the way
for the accusers of the first of moral philosophers. 1n this,
however, G.W. was not singular; for the scenic enter-
tainments of our national bard have even been designated

—fountains of impurity; and 1 have met with a passage

* Letters to Mr. Fox, pp. 175, 6.
on
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on this subject taken from a primitive father, ¢¢which
would make the hassocks at the Tabernacle, like the chairs
in Dioclesian, jump for joy.” See Theodorus Hyrtacenus,
Ep. xxx. in notitia MSS. Paris, ¥ ¢t ¥ /> =

Plato also does not escape the indevotedness of G. W. ;
he had little or no share in his esteemn : and no wonder ;
for Plato was a great admirer of Aristophanes. This first
of Pagan sages, concerning whom we hear so much, and
know so little, had rivetted the affections of our Professor
for the last six or seven years of his life. In depth of
thought R.P. deemed him without a rival ; but his text,
he observed, teemed with interpolations. Quo magis his,
qui altioris Critices studio ducantur, dies noctesque elabo-
randum est, ut assidua lectione in justam Platonis consue-

tudinem veniant.

*iv. Review of Weston’s Hermesianax;—April, 1784,
’ pp. 238—243.

*v. Review of Huntingford’s Apology for the Monostro-
phics,—Aug. 1754, pp. 93—96.

If the character of Dawes, as a critic, had been treat-
ed with due respect, this article would not have been
thought of. R.P. considered the making of Greek verses
as wholesome exercise ; it requires extensive reading and
retentive memory; and produces a facility in the applica-
tion of those nice discriminations of style adopted by the
Homeric, tragic, and comic poets, which have been pointed

out by master-artists. R.P., however, did not encourage the
d publication
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publication of such attempts. For ¢¢all that is good in the
modern composition of ancient Greek is good for nothing ;
for, unless such composition be a cento, it can never cer-
tainly be correct; and if it be a cento, where is its value?™

¥vi. The learned Pig —April, 1785, pp. 289, 90.

*vii, Short notes appended to Le Clerc and BENTLEY’S
letters.—April, 1786, pp. 255, 7, 60.

vili. Note brevest ad Xenophontis Analasin; 4to et 8vo,
1786, pp.xli—lix. ; et ¢“Lectori, si quis erit, S.”” Notz,
quibus literaW. adscripta est, viro eruditissimo, Gualtero
Whiter, Aule Clar. Cantab. haud ita pridem Socio, et
Etymologici conditori acerrimo, debentur. Vivusva-
I.LEAT : FELIX PERFICIAT.

*ix. Three panegyrical Epistles, Hawkins v. Johnson.—
Gent. Mag. for Aug. 1787, pp. 651—4. Sept. pp. 751
—3. Oct. pp. §47—9.

Since whatever is connected with the name of Joinson is
interesting to Englishmen, these critical effusions of R. P.,
drawn up under the roof of his friend and defender at Green-
wich, and abounding in that raciness and force of pleasantry
>0 peculiarly his own, have found a place in the Appendix.

1 A copy of these notes enriched with MS. additions is amongst
tlie reserved books which belonged to R.P. On this account it did
not become me to reprint the Cambiidge 1mpression.

x. Nolee
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taining strictures upan the ¢“Essay on the transhguration
of Christ,”” 1788, had been addressed to the Right Reve-
rend and learned author, by ¢ a Mr. Porson,” and also
inserted in one of our Monthly Miscellanies, I ventured to
mention the matter to my friend, and added that diligent
inquiries had been made after this article, but to no pur-
pose. R.P. recollected the fact, but did not appear to me
to own himself to be the author of the remarks: he inti-
mated that the letter alluded to was written by a friend ;
and that the good Bishop admitted that it contained the
fortiter in re, but lamented a scantiness of the suaviter in
“modo.

xv. A doubtful text of Scripture in the Complutensian
edition. G, M. April, pp. 297—300.

xvi. Character of R. Stephens as an editor of the N. T.
—May, pp. 386—88., and June, pp. 512—18.

xvii. Jdeal MSS. quoted by Mr. Travis.—Aug. 1789,
pp. 690—-97.

*xviii. Reproof valiant to Mr. Travis’s Reply churlish.
Feby 1790, pp. 128—133.

This letter has been reprinted in the Appendix, pp. 352
—368.; and the seven letters preceding it, emended and
enlarged, form the five first of the following collection.
The short account of Beza’s MS.+ and of the commence-
ment-speech was, for obvious reasons, omitted.

t See pp. 292—96.
XIX.
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xix. Letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis, 1n answer to his
defence of the three heavenly witnesses, 1 John, v. 7.
By R. Porson. 8vo. pp. i—xxxix. pp. 1—406. Lond.
1790.

“I consider Mr. Porson’s answer to Archdeacon Travis,
as the most acute and accurate piece of criticism which
has appeared since the days of Bentley. His strictures
are founded 1in argument, enriched with learning, and en-
livened with wit; and his adversary neither deserves nor
finds any quarter at his hands.” Gilbon’s Miscell. vol. 1.
159, 60. See also G. Steevens on Shakspere, 111, 68.
This 1s the meed of well-earned fame; it i1s, however,
doubted whether this could have been extorted from Mr.
Gibbon’s candour, if he had not felt himself defended by
accident in this reply. Of Dr. Bentley’s ¢¢ Remarks upon
Collins,” which from ¢“the many just observations they
contain, the ready and clear solution they give of several
difficulties of great moment, and the spirit of sound criti-
cism and true learning which pervades the whole*,” are
entitled to a place on the same shelf as R. P.’s letters,
Mr. Gibbon very coolly observes, they are ¢ full of learning
and scurrilityt :”> with as little precision might a reader
say, The history of the decline and fall of the Roman Em-
pire abounds in eloquence and indecency. Indeed, thesly
way of insinuating objections in the room of fair reasoning,
when Christianity is concerned, and the confounding of the
different ages and merits of the ancient Fathers render the

* The late deeply regretted Bishop of London’s pref. to Enchir
Theol. pp. 1x, x.

+ Misc. 11. 1428.
caution
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caution once given by a great statesman, * never to believe
Mr. Gibbon when he speaks about priests,”” necessary to
all 'his readers. I will add another remark of that great
orator and acute discernér of literary merit :+ ¢ Gibbon,”
says Mr. Fox, ¢ has quoted many books as authority, of
which-he had only read the preface. He produced a sin-
gular 1nstance of this, where Gibbon had quoted a passage
as being in the third book of a writer, whose work is di-
vided into {wo books only. Gibbon was led into this error
by the translator of the preface of the book quoted, who,
in transcribing the passage, had made the same mistake.”
In this quotaticn I am obliged to trust to memory. As to
his style, much as he sometimes admired it, R. P. was wont
to remark that it would be a good exercise for a school-
boy to translate occasionally a page of Gibbon into English.

[ have collated the first five letters i this volume (pp.
1—132.) with those seven which first appeared in the Gen-
tleman’s Magazine and were addressed to Mr. Urban. It
would have been a waste of time and paper to record the
improvements made by R. P. in his revision of this collec-
tion : suffice it to state, that wherever Mr. Urban’s printers
have been more watchful than those employed by Mr. Eger-
ton, I have not been negligent of their fame. I have also
verified some of the references made by R.P., and have
added a few extracts from Dr. BENTLEY.

PREF. iii. l. 6. ““restored’ [but not correctly] ¢ by—""

viii.n.* Inthe year 1716-17 Dr. BENTLEY, being candi-
date for the Regius Professorship of Divinity in the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, read this probationary lecture, which
R.P. had perused.
~ L. 16, ““volume” p. 544, 4to ed.

X VI,
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xviil, 1. 14. Cic. Divin. in Cecil. 1v.300. ed. Greev. 1.20.
‘¢ collection™ pp. 1—132.

xix. 1. 19. and p.37. ¢ but let them not measure all
others by their own narrow and partial inquiries.”” R, B.
against Collins, p. 110.

xx1. I. 19. dele ¢¢ his”

xxil. 1. 19. If R.P. had willingly engaged in a critical
investigation of this verse, and not considered himself
bound to trace the wily mazes of his feeble antagonist, the
disquisition would have been contracted into a compara-
tively narrow compass, and would have been conducted
with becoming gravity., In its present form, bits of the
finest temper and of imperishable substance are in it; and
those, who lament the absence of satisfactory evidence,—

I dare not call them fools, but this I think,
"~ When fools are thirsty, they would fain have drink.

xxiii. 1. ult. Boileau [P.P. D.]

xxiv. l. 10. Vindication, p. 31 [quoted, I suspect, from
memory|.

l. 17. [—nulla admiratione dignum foret, cum fon-

tium et torrentium aqua juxta naturam terre, per quam
currunt, saporem mutare soleat,— D’Orvilliz Sicula, p.26.
Ut cum 1n sole ambulem, etiamsi aliam ob causam ambu-
lem, fieri natura tamen ut colorer. Sic cum istos libros
ad Misenum (nam Romz vix licet) studiosius legerim, sen-
tio orationem meam illorum tactu quasi colorari. Cic. de
Orat. 11. x1v.]

xxv. 1. 7. Cic. Divin. in Cecil. x. 312, [Quam turpe
est 1is criminibus alterum condemnare, qua si tibi objici-
antur, ea dissolvere non possis? Lambin. in Cic. ad,At-

tic, 1, 18. p. 137. Greev.]
XXV,
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xxv. 1. 20. Ludovicus Vives de tradendis disciplinis, V.

xxix. 1.10. [In imitation of Hierocles, who ¢ ausu plane
novo, et reliquis Christianismi hostibus intacto, Apollonium
Tyaneum Christo Deo nostro comparavit, aquavit, pretu-
lit.”” PearsonN1 Proleg. de Hierocle, p.20. conf. pp.57, 8.}

xxXl1. note, read ¢ p.70.”

xxxiv. 1. 6. On that joyful occasion R. P. would proba-
bly have substituted the following passage for the motto :
(Quo, moriture, ruis, majeraque viribus audes? Fallit te in-
cautum pietas tua.

xxx. l. pen. et ult. Voltaire to Rousseau. [P.P.D.]
P. 1. R.P.s Character of Beza’s MS., and the Editor,

by which this letter was introduced in G. M. pp. 875, 6.,

1s here omitted.

P.5. 1. 1. (ypovos) see pp. 105, 6. and T. H. ad Ari-
stoph. Plut. pp. 178. 407.

P. 6. 1. 9. Here begins the second letter in G. M. Dec,
1788, pp. 1083, 4,

P. 9. 1. 14. see p. 14.

P. 13. 1. 24. Cic. de Divinat. 11. 10.

P. 14. = pp. 299, 300. G. M. Apr. 1789. 1. 3, 4. Ari-
stoph. Ran. 930, 1. vy 7oUs 8z0v5, Eywy oly "Hy mor &v
paxpa ypovws yuxtos Siyeumymoa, Equit. 1290, H moaraxig
twwuiouss Poovrics cuyyeyévmpat, xal Sielnrny’, 0. Conf. Epi-
charm. apud R.P. Suppl. ad Hec. 1169. 1. 19. See Tra-~

vis’s dedication prefixed to his first and second editions.

P. 16—38. The third letter in G, M. Feb” 1789,
pp. 101—105.

P.18. 1. 21, * * * '
P. 19. 1. 13. Hor. Serm. 11. v, 20. verAabs 3 xpadin® xai

xUVTEQOY dAA0 woT eTAng. Odyss. 7. 18.
P. 20,
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P. 20. note +. See the seventh letter in G. M. Aug.
1789, p. 691,

P. 24. note, 1. penult. Hor. Epist. 11. 11, 211. ¢¢ The
close of one of those long and bright days has not the
flame and heat of noon, and would be less pleasing if it
had. And I know not why it may not be true in the crifi-
cal as well as moral sense of the poet’s words, Lenior V!

Hurd to Warburton in W.’s Life, p. 100.=p..
P. 25, 1. 3. Shaksp. Henry 1V, P.ii. p. 86.
P. 33. 1. 20, 1. Catull. Nupt. Pel. et Thet. 407 8.

Quare nec tales—Idd. Quare nec nostros R. P. in G. M.
p. 104.

P. 41—52. the fourth letter in G. M, Apnl 1789,
pp. 297—300.

P. 46. 1. 16. Poole’s Synopsis, 1X. p. 3547, 66.

P. 50. 1.7.—serve your best thoughts as gypsies do

stolen children, disfigure them to make "em pass for their
own. The Critic.

n. +. 1. 6. Dr. Bentley, 1 suspect.

P. 51. 1. penult. Eurip. Fragm. incerta cxri. Texrwy
ag @v, Empafas ob fulovgyixk, tractant fabrilia fabri: Hor.
Epist. 11. 1. 116,

P.54—61. the fifth letter in G. M. May 1739,
pp. 386, 7.

— 1. 2. [Legten‘(;lub} Shalumdnaed. IE 1

—— 1.9, 10. SWlft) L,&.?,u R

P.60. 1. 12. ¢ Mr. Griesbach’’—this paragraph is placed
after “ R. Stephens—Cymbeline [11. 1.]” in G.M., p. 388.
i. ult. Bentley upon Pseudo-Phalaris, PR. xc1=xlvi1.

P. 61. 1. 23. the sixth letter begins in G. M. June 1789,
pp. 512—518 = 61—87.

P. 62.
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P.62. 1. 23. Cicero * * *

P. 64. 1. 9. Gen. xL1X, 0.

P. 66. 1. 21. ¢ marked s’ G. M. 513.

Pp.70.76. 87. < H. Stephens, becoming unfortunately
deranged in his intellects towards the close of his days,
destroyed many of his MSS. [Bayle Art. Anacreon, ed.
Rotterd. 1702. Note L.]” 3d ed. p. 260. Mr. Travis
was indebted to a friend for this reference.

P.77. 1. 15. Cic. Divinat, in Cecil. 1x. p. 309.

P. 82. the notet, which occurs in G. M. pp. 516, 7.
forms part of the Postscript to this letter, pp. 96—98,

P. 84. 1. 19. Bentl. ad Hor. A. P. 441, p. 705. a.
ed. ult.

P. 92. 1. 15. Burke * * %

P. 93. 1. 11. Callim. hymn. ad Jov. 65.

P.9%4. 1. 4. read ¢ pp. 159, 353, 355,—"

P. 95. 1. 19. Hear what R. P.’s great predecessor pro-
nounced more than seventy years ago: ¢ The New Testa-
ment has been under a hard fate since the invention of
prin\ting. After the Complutenses and Erasmus, who had
but very ordinary MSS., it has become the property of
booksellers. Rol. Stephens’ edition, set out and regu-
lated by himself alone, is now become the standard. That
text stands, as if an apostle was his compositor. No hea-
then author has had such ill fortune.f ete.” Thisis owing
to the general inability of the editors, not to the decays of
time. The Pope’s Vulgate was ¢ recensed and adjusted ™
by mere theologiaus ; and the Greek text of the Protestant

Pope, Robert Stephens, was, in general, settled by him-

i Dr. Bentley’s letter to Archbp. Wake, dated ¢ April the 15th,
1716.”

self,
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interpreted Scripture in support of those articles which are
to be measured not by the soundness of metaphysical dis-
cussion, but by the strength of religious persuasion. In-
deed, when the singularities of idiom and of style in the
original language of the N.T. are considered, and the
decision of a SCHOLAR on this point, who had traced the
Greek language from its rude beginnings to its decline
and decrepitude, is gravely weighed, I am willing to be-
lieve that discoveries in the revealed word are as inex-
haustible as the Divine bounty in which it originates.
Be 1t also remembered, that Davip RunNKENIUS, when
pressed by a friend to apply himself sedulously to sacred
criticism, very modestly replied that he had not as yet pro-
ceeded farther in that route than to Demosthenes ;—and

that R.P., whose table was seldom without a copy of
Wetstein, had examined only ¢/iree passages critically :—
hence 1t 1s collected that in this field, 1in which our ances-
tors have laboured with so great success, we still ¢¢ may
start a variety of game in every bush, if we will but take
the trouble to heat for it*.,” Much, I fear, is to be suf-
fered before those speculations will be endured, much less
realised. A burning fiery furnace must be traversed before
a proper direction will be permitted to be given to human
learning by the good liking of our governors.—1I will sub-
mit a case; whether it be authentic or not, the indivi-
dual, whom it may concern, can best determine. A late
Prelate, venerable In years and in piety, was disposed to
hold out a helping hand to individual energy in the good
old cause of literature and religion; this benevolent design

* Sir I. Newton’s answer to Dr. Bentley on another occasion pre-
served in Bp. Watson’s Chem. Essays, 1v, 257, 8.
was
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was checked by a confidential agent, whe intimated the
great danger of encouraging a scholar, who ‘¢ read Greek
in Mr. Porson’s method (what a compliment!).”” ¢ If so,”
replied the good old man, ¥ I am sorry for what I have
already done; but * # *° the blank may be easily filled
up. Successless virtue! illustrious disgrace! When, how-
ever, the natural infirmities of age render worth of every
kind a prey to delusion, any error of judgement, though
terrifying in its consequences, is of secondary. consideration ;

D¢ TAAN omayTol SSJTEQ’ NYEITO TATE

Zevg. ob yap %icebeia cuvlynones Bootois®

A\ ~ N\ /
xay {aas, xav Qavweiv, olx amoAAUTAL.

May this unconscious vender of incense, which pains the
sense, feel no compunctious visitings in his last awful mo-
ments; may he depart in peace !—Sed quid ego hzc autem
nequidquam ingrata revolvo? Quidve moror? s1 omnes
uno ordine habetis Achivos, Idque audire sat est ; jamdu-
dum sumite poenas.

P. 101. the seventh letter in G. M. Aug. 1789, pp.690
—697=101—132.

P. 104. ¢¢1 have still a scruple—my conjecture.”—
note * in G. M. pp. 690, 1. is here reprinted in the Post-
script, pp. 132, 3.

P. 106. 1. 17. retractation G. M.

P. 110. note, I, ult. Congreve’s Way of the World.

O these deliberate ——! when they do choose,
They have the wisdom by their wit to lose.
Merch. of Venice, 11, 1X.

P.118. note t, ¢ X1.” G. M. p. 694. whether correctly

or not I cannot, at present, ascertain, as the Journal is
not
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not before me. In D. R.s Pr&F. ad Hesych. p. viir.
there is a reference to “Athenceus 1x. p.501. F.”” where-
as in the cancelled leaf it is, “ 4. X1.— ;”” this is right.
P.120. 1.11. ¢ But then, whether, as I said, I was
mistaken in the Nature and Force of my Proofs, or rather
in the Nature and Force of my Adversary; I leave that to
the judgement of others.”” Bentley on Pseudo-Phal. p.27.
Permit me to observe that R.P. sometimes falls into the
strain of his great model, and has unintentionally ensnared
certain contemporaries by allusions to passages which, he
took for granted, were well known to his readers; ad Or.
273. R.P. adds, ¢ Ceterum verissime observat Reiskius
Euripidem facile potuisse solcecismum et sibila Comicorum
effugere, versum sic concinnando: 'Ex xuuarwy yde 6pd
varqmy adlis ab. Certe Aristophanis, Sannyrionis, Strat-
tidis, aculeos potuit contemnere, si sic omnia dixisset.”
His friend * in Crit. Rev. for Nov. 1800, p. 244. affected
to think that R. P. had, in good earnest, sanctioned this
transposition ! After giving vent to his critical acrimony,
he has added a saving clause, of which he might avail him-
self, 1if hard pressed.—Would any scholar resolve R. B.’s
opinion of Joseph Scaliger’s alteration ad Manil. 1v, 901.
into an approbation of the suggestion of that PRINCE OF
Critics? ¢ Contemnere potuisset Scioppios, Titios, et Pe-
tavios ; s1 omnia sic dixisset.”’—or understand Juvenal’s
Sat. x1v, 123, 4. Antoni gladios potuit contemnere, si sic
Omnia dixisset! as a rapturous panegyric of Cicero’s O for-
tunatam natam, me consule, Romam.—When Mr. Foote
observed to a gentleman, who had been enlarging upon the

™ See G. W5 letters to Mr. Fox, p. 177,

numerous
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numerous domestic virtues which served to compensate for
the homely appearance of his consort,—¢¢ What a thou-
sand pities it 1s that the Grecian Helen was not more like
her 1 for if she had, Troy most certainly would never have
been burnt;’’—the good man, doubtless, did not construe
this into a flattering opinion of his lady’s personal attractions.
Permit me to proceed a little farther. From the stric-
ture upon Mr. Brunck’s note ad Bacch. 1123, which ap-
pears in R.P.’s appendix to Toup’s emendations, no com-
petent judge could collect that R.P. considered the two
verses either as anapastic, or as allied to the melic systems.
R.P. also designates Ammonius, vir metri callentissimus,
ad Hec. 269. ed. 1. and, from Longinus, or his interpo-
lator, &vie ody 6 Tuyxwy, ib. 671. No person, however,
who has waded through that gentleman’s notes, can mis-
take the main drift of these compliments. In the Letters
to Mr. Travis, p. 223.—*¢ Having been extremely fond of
Gregory,”—and p. 172.—“ my favourite Gregory’’—the
allusion to—*¢ Hac ex Gregorio Nazianzeno, quem semper
in deliciis habui”’—is obvious to every resident member of
our University. Once more, and I have done. In retail-
ing the sallies of R. P.’s exquisite humour, great pains
should be taken to give the truth, and the whole truth.
In the Month. Rev. for May 1811, p. 58, the following
exertion of courtesy is attributed, and with truth, to R. P.
¢¢ Mr. S. 1s indeed a wonderful writer ; his works will be
read when Homer and Virgil are forgottén:” to which
add, ¢ but not till then.” Compare this with another
specimen of undeserving praise from a different quarter :
‘“ A tragedy (the Carmelite),—the beauties of which, we
will venture confidently to assert, will be admired and felt,
when
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when those of Shakespeare, Dryden, Otway, Southerne,
and Rowe, shall be no longer held in estimation.”
P.131.1.3. Shaksp. K. Lear, p. 297, perhaps also in Dry-
den’s Don Sebastian, as it occurs in the Renegade, A.11,sc.1i.
P. 132. the account of a ¢ commencement speech’ in
G. M. p.697. is omitted here. 1. ult. altered from, Unum
hoc maceror et doleo tibi deesse, Terenti. C. Cesar in

derent.

P. 135. Shaksp. Henry VIII. 111, 1.
P. 136. note * ¢¢ Here, Mr. Urban, I take my leave, 1

ought now to examine the versions and citations of ancient.
authors, to which the defenders of the verse have appealed.
But I fear I grow tedious to you and your readers: 1 am
sure I grow tedious to myself. However, lest Mr. Travis
should regret my silence, you may present my compliments
to him, and inform him that I shall again do myself the
honour of calling on him at a proper time and place. In
the mean while, I remain, Mr. Urban, his and your very
humble servant, CANTABRIGIENsIs.””—The seven letters
following were written from short hints in the lLittle study at
Eton in the course of a fortnight, while R. P. was on a visit
to his dearest and oldest friend, the Rev. Dr. GoopALL.
P. 137. 1. 2. D. Augustinus de doctrina Christiana, II,
xi. 15. ¢ speaking of the several versions of the Holy
Scriptures, adds, In ipsis autem interpretationibus Itala
ceteris preferatur, nam est verborum tenacior, cum per-
spicuitate sententie—which Dr. BENTLEY corrects thus;
Ista ceteris praferatur, quee est verborum tenacior +”’—

t Casley’s preface to his Catalogue of the King’s MSS. ; see also
Ri. BEs answer to M:ddleton, pp. 18,26, 43. R. B. seems to have
Lelleved in the existence of  the Latin Italic” in 1713 ; see his re-

marks on Collins, . 1. p. 81.
licet
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licet omnes, qui hodie manent codices, in contrarium eant.,
Sabatier. For Itala Archbp. Potter, or a friend, substi-
tuted usilata*, which is, it must be confessed, somewhat
violent and arbitrary. Illa, however, which was R.B.’s
emendation, as Salatier testifiest, might very pardonably
be expanded into Ifala. Critics have taught us how easily
Italas may become Itlas, and thence illas. Jul. Fronti-
nus 1. 12, 2. ed. 1779. Caius Casar, cum forte conscen-
dens navem lapsus esset, Teneo te, terra mater, inquit:
qua interpretatione effecit, ut repetiturus z/las, -a quibus
proficiscebatur, terras videretur. Scribendum Italas. Bu-
herius apud Oudendorp. Cur. post. R. P.-observed to a
friend, that KAAAICTAI in Pollux, 11, §112, had been
altered from KAAAIETNRI, which had been corrupted
from KAAAIAI T2I the gennine reading. And
conversely, the proper name Istros, Histros, or Hystros,
had slily supplanted sfos in Juv. vi, 204, which is
not an uncommon casef. Bentley, after the most scru-
pulous researches, was convinced that this ‘version had
no existence whatever, as appears from his Letter to
Wetstein, and from fragments of his correspondence with
the very learned and laborious :society of Benedictines of

* ¢ Since the publication of that volume,” [Michaelis on the
N. T.] I have had the honour to recelve from the Bishop of Ox-
ford another ¢onjecture: for Itala his Lordship would read usitata :
so Augustine himself elsewhere calls the old Latin version, and also
vulgata, as does Jerom :” Lardner, T.v. p.397. The learned and
able Dr, Marsh, the Lady Margaret’s Professor of Divinity in our
University, thinks not unfavourably of this conjecture: see his
Michaelis, V. 11. P.11. p. 622.

t PrEF. generalis ad Bibl. sacr. Lat. versiones, XXXI, and ad
T. III, pp. xx, XXIII, XXVII.

] See Schrader, Emendat. p. 158.

e St.
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St. Maart. As these scraps have not been reprinted by a
friend who is by many degrees fitter for this task than my-
self, and whose name I should be most happy to mention,
I determined to submit R.B.’s arguments on a subject to
which R. P. has so forcibly alluded. After stating his re-
covered reading of St. Augustine, R. B. proceeds to prove:-
to that communicative and useful Body the non-entity of
this far-famed version : Unde igitur notitia et nomen istius
Italicee processit primo, et inter eruditos inolevit? Nimi-
rum ex unico S. Augustint dicto in libello jam citato, ubi,
plurimum, inquit, juvat interpretum numerositas, collatis
codicibus, inspecta atque discussa ¥ * * ¥ ¥ [n jpsis autem
interpretationibus Itala ceteris preferatur, etc. Ita edi-
tiones Augustini exhibent universa, Itala ceteris preefera-
{ur, et huic soli loco, huic unico vocabulo tanta res inniti-
tur: vestram fidem! quam infirmo tibicine fulta! Qud
enim si ego dixero codices hic mendosos esse ¢ Quid si non
dixero tantum, sed et argumentis prorsus evicero? Kt
principio quidem, quis illud satis emiretur, nusquam alibi
in tot spissis voluminibus sanctissimum Patrem hanc Ia-
[am vel mentione dignatam esse ?

xxr11. Illud quoque mecum perpendite: ltala, inquit,
ceteris preeferatur. subauditur utique versio, translatio,
interpretatio. Atqui, Itala versio, plane poetica est dic-
tio, nec in soluta oratione locum habet. Itala regna,
Itale vires, Iiala virtus T poetarum sunt, qui nomina gen-
tilia pro possessivis§ ponere amant. Sed si hoc In animo
habuisset Augustinus, non I{ala, sed Ilalica dixisset; et

+ See Sabatier PR. ad T. 111. p. XVIIL

{ An. 111, 185. Hor. Carm. 1v, xv. 13, 4. Aa. x11, 827.
§ Conf. R.B. ad Hor. Carm. 11, xm, 8,

S1C
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titubare possit, si unam illam Latinam, sive Ifalam ha-
beat, nec verbis, nec sententia aberrantem ? Hzc, opinor,
acvoTata sunt, et Augustino indigna.

XXVI. In promptu est altera, eaque melior et genuina;
nullo negotio, sponte sua mihi succurrit. Lego itaque,
¢ In 1psis autem interpretationibus, 1LLA ceteris praefera-
tur, QUAE est verborum tenacior cum perspicuttate senten-
tie.”—Videte quam exigul jactu pulveris quantz turbe,
quanta certamina consilescant.

P. 156. 1. 5. Ovid. Met. 1, 190, 1.

P. 158. 1. 15. Hamlet, p. 270. ED. Pr.

P. 163. Eur. Helen. 1633. see Valckenaer’s Pr. ad
Hipp. xxi.

. 165. 1. antepen. Hor. Carm. 111, x1. 35.
. 172. 1. 18. Shaksp. Hamlet, p. 271-

. 173. 1. 16. Zn. 11, 65.
. }80. Shaksp. Cymbeline, p. 382.
. 181. 1. 15. Menagiana T. 1v. p. 263. ed. Paris.
. 205. 1. 2, Aristoph. Acharn. 151.
. 216. 1. 4. See Bp. Watson’s Apology of the Bible,
p. 34.
P. 220. 1. 18. Odyss. P, 218. Conf. R. P. ad Ph.1415.
P. 227. 1. 19. Does Sir [. N. mean Dr. BENTLEY?
P. 236. 1."10. Eur. Or. 725.
P. 243. 1. 3. Eloisa to Abelard, 66. It may be ob-
served that the Parody, Eloisa en dissalelle, has been ge-
nerally ascribed to R. P. Anxious to ascertain the fact,

~ VY U W <" T T

and, if true, to possess myself of a copy, I put the ques-
tion to my friend, and begged him to favour me with the
sight of a copy. R. P. very handsomelv refused to accede
to the latter part of my request; and the substance of his

answer
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answer to the other is contained in the sequel of a note
written by himself on the fly-leaf of a copy of a work en-
titled ¢¢ My Pocket Book,” 8°, 1807.; which may be seen
in the library of the London Institution. ¢ Suchis the pre-
sent eagerness of the public for anecdote, that, let an ano-
nymous author tell the most scandalous and improbable
falsehood of a known character, there will be no lack of
readers to swallow it. In pages xii and xiii of the preface
to this book, the author charges the present Greek Pro-
fessor of Cambridge with writing a parody on Pope’s Eloi-
sa. This statement 1s certainly false; for the parody in
question was printed for Faulder in 1780, as appears from
the Critical Review for December 178(), and from the
Monthly Review for February 1781%. If therefore Mr.
Porson wrote that parody, he must have written 1t when he
was an under-graduate, many years before he became
Greek Professor. But if the author should say, that he
only meant that the person who wrote the parody is now
the Greek-Professor, I shall pass over the clumsiness of
the expression, and only desire him to produce his proofs
of the latter fact. This I know, that I have several times
heard Mr. P, seriously disown all share whatever in the
composition of that parody, and all knowledge of its au-
thor.”” Another poem entitled ¢ An Epistle from Oberea,
Queen of Otaheite, to Joseph Banks, Esq.”” 1774, has
been improperly attributed to R. P. It was written by a
late Member of Parliament well known in the walks of wit;

* It was thus announced in a sale-catalogue of the library of the
late Col. Stuart for June and July, 1814; ¢ 3457. Porson’s Elolsa en
Dishabille (privatelv” [re-] ¢ printed) 1801.” The sight of this no-
tice gave great pain to our Professor, and Induced him to expostu-
late with the compiler of the catalogue, who ccitainly was not awaie

of the unusoundness of the tradition. not
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nor was it R. P.’s only ¢¢ favourite modern poem,” as
those friends, who have heard him recite passages from
The Pleader’s Guide, etc., can testify; Vos meministis
enim, Danal, et memorare potestis.

P. 257. by night (Luke x1. 3.) :

P. 262. See a woful instance of the neglect of Matt.
Prior’s caution in a letter to a reviewer Inserted in a morn-
ing paper, Apr. 3, 1806.

P. 263. 1. 4. Tertullian then

P. 274. 1. 3. Hor. Carm. 1v. iv, 43, 4. R. P. ad Pb.
216. 1. 18, samel. 2] ** =

P. 304. 1. 1. calls

P.311. 1. 21. Shaksp.’s Hamlet, 111, 4. not in the re-
print of En. Pr. p. 271.

P. 318. 1. ult. Juv. Sat. vi, 283, 4.

P. 319. 1. 24, Virg. Buc. viii, 108.

P. 322. 1. 18. 358. 1. ult. Bishop Porteus. 1.24. The
late Duke of Grafton,

P. 324. note, Much Ado about Nothing, p.108. ed. Pr.

P. 326. 1. 9. Juv. Sat. v, 181, 2. 1. 21. Calvin, Hors-
ley, the Rev. Wm. Jones, etc.

P. 332. 1. 23. Swift, *¥ * *

P. 359. 1. 17. (see p. 151.) Isaiah xxxvi, 6.

P. 361. 1. 4. Tale of a Tub, p. 168S. ed. 1704.

P. 367. 1. 16, see Serm. 1. 184. 1. 23. Il. B. 128. ITox-
Aok xey Qexadeg Oevoiato Fosvoydoio, |

P.379. 1. 15. P. L. vin, 503.

Pp. 239, 286, 7. 382, 3.—*¢ if this reading were once
IN [viz. in Jerome’s age,—which Cyprian’s Bible as well
as Jerome’s information assure us of | we are bound in jus-
tice Lo believe that it was in FROM THE BEGINNING j—u72-

less
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less the putting of 1t in, at some later period, can be proved
by some better argument, than unfair and violent construc-
tions. Bp. Horsley apud Travis, p. 384, &d ed. ¢ That
renowned champion of Orthodoxy™ has stated this argu-
ment more discreetly in a sermon preached at Bromley in
Kent; Vol. 1. p. 182, It is deeply to be regretted that
this) sorry Critic should have been permitted to use the
authority of }:ﬁqﬁ‘great name :—Qur Church could but ill

spare such scholars as HorsLEY and DAMPIER 1n the hour
of her visitation.

P. 389. 1. 20. T}acts, 345.

P. 396. 1. 11. Cicero pro Archia 1v, p. 298. 1. 21,
cor. 347.

P. 397. 1. 8. Tracts, p. 346. Horsley has given us his
own exposition of the entire passage, l. c. pp. 182—4,

P. 398. 1. 2. * * *

P.399.1. 13. In a MS. which arrived in this country
about fourteen years after the publication of these letters,
the words stand thus; ori of Teeis eigiv of paprugolvres 70
wVeDpa' TO Udwe* Xoth TO aipa” xab 0 TEEIS €15 TO &v elow. In
other two MSS. 871 7oels & of pw.* 70 mver xad 7 vdwe® xal
TO A’ Ko To Ao

P. 405. note™, 1. 2 Bp. Hallifax, 1. 4. Bp. Watson.

P. 406. 1. 3, 4. Dr. Johnson * * *

N.B. In replying to the third edition of Mr. Travis’s
Letters, R. P. calculated the possible loss of temper, and
the certain loss of time ; and wisely resolved to relinquish
the humiliating task which could add little or nothing to
his fame or to this ANSWER.

A MS. version of the Gospels in the Gothic dialect,
wiitten, it is supposed, by Ulphilas Bishop of Meoesia,

about
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about the year 360 or 370, is preserved in the public li-
brary at Upsal. R.P. was wont to remark that 1n an age,
which teems with literary and religious impostures, a pre-
tended counterpart to this Codex may probably be ex-
humed from an obscure corner of an unexplored Cloister,
containing, at least, the Catholic Epistles, and furnishing
irrefragable evidence in defence of 1 John, v.7. This mis-
chievous and impious knavery might be a bait for the hasty
admirers of Mr. Travis ; but it would speedily be brought
to shame by the keen, deep searchings of real criticism.
When I reflect with fear and trembling on the skill, which
can extract poison from the most wholesome plants, as
well as the propensity of certain reformed females, who are
termagant divines, to exceed all the bounds of truth and
decency In aspersing or misrepresenting this great man, 1t is
but justice to his friends, the first ornaments in Church and
State*, to assert, which I do most solemnly, that R. P. has
repeatedly averred, with an elevated warmth, and a severe,
impressive earnestness, which are felt at this moment, that
‘“ there are more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible
than in any other book whatevert.”” It has been often
asked, What service these letters have done to our holy

* Of those personages I have but a very imperfect knowledge, but
more than cnough to support iny assertion.— He was endeared to the
Fellows of his own College; whom I should thiuk it an hononr to
name. In this polnt, [ Imitate, as far as I can with propriety, the
example of the ancients,—not to sacrifice to heroes till after sun-

set.

t See Sit I. NEwTON’S remark to Dr. Smmith, when he was writing
his commentary on Daniel, recorded in Bp. Watson’s Apology of
Chiistianity, p. 8%, and 1n his Sermon preached 1 the Chapel of

the London Hospital, pp. 7, 8.
religion ?
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religion? It has hindered one of its cardinal doctrines
from being supported by falsehood ;—let it be defended
with fair argument and genuine Scripture: ¢ ] would not,”’
says that able and intrepid Theologian, Professor Marsh,
‘“ convert O¢eds into B0, Johni, L., or ¢ by into &y 6, Rom.
ix, 9., in defiance of MSS., fathers, and versions, in order
to weaken the doctrine of Christ’s Divinity ; nor would I
retain, in defiance of the same authority, 1 John v, 7. in
order to support that doctrine{’(’\

[n 179@ appeared Schow’s collation of the only MS. of
Hesychius extant, cui hoc nomine plurimum debemus.— It
confirmed an incredible number of emendations which had
been made by R.P.; and assisted him in extricating from
the misapprehensions of Musurus glosses which he had

pronounced Incurable.

*xx. Review of Dr. T. Edwards’ edition of [Pseudo-]
Plutarchi de educatione lilerorum liber. 8°. Cantab.
Month. Rev. July, 1793, pp. 257—264.

*xxi. CorrRECTOR LECTORI [Virgilii Londiniensis, curc
Heyne ; 4 voll. 1793 ;—corrigenda et addenda ad notes
uncinis inclusa ;—errata quee in textu occurrunt.

A very learned and perspicacious Scholar had under-
taken to correct the Press; after the third or fourth sheet
of the Index, which was printed first, the office devolved
upon R. P.+. The booksellers were Messrs. Payne (a
name to be praised, as often as 1t is mentioned,) White,

Faulder, and Edwards.

+ For these particulars I amn indebted to my friend E. 1.
In
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In ¢“ a short” and offensively inaccurate ‘¢ account* of
the late Mr. P.,”” 1t 1s stated that ¢ in this edition the late
Mr. Steevens counted four hundred and eighty errata,”—
Gilb. Wakefield told Mr. Fox, p. 66. that Mr. S. had de-
tected, he thought, ¢¢ 900 errors”—. Mr. S., whose eye
was uncommonly nice and faithful, and who has registered
with a pencil in the margins of a copy of Warton’s Pope,
formerly in his collection, many hundred typographical
errors, said, if I mistake not, in an auction-room, that
he had reckoned up 600 errors, more or less. * But,”
says an excellent scholar, ¢ whatever might be the num-
ber of errors, no blame attached to Mr. Porson; he has
been heard to declare that the booksellers, after they had
obtained permission to use his name, never paid the slight-
est attention to his corrections+.” See also ‘¢ remarks
on Dr. Combe’s statement,” p. 13. by a friend, who has
often repressed pert pretence, and magnanimously stood
forth the eloquent advocate of depreciated meritf. It is

to

* To this tissue of falsehoods and trash, published in 1808, a new
title-page and preface (pp.i—xii.) were attached in 1814. I am,
I hope, misinformed that this is the production of a dignitary of our
Church.

+ Mus. Crit. 111, 395.

] This encourager of rising genlus first mentloned with honest
pride the name of Pawson in the Month. Review; see N°¢ Jany
1785, p. 68. This slight aberration was, perhaps, occasioned by the
cramp hand of that great scholar; but the saine misnomer occurs in
the Confession of Mr. Ireland jun., a copy of which R. P. used to
carry about with him, observing to his friends that he had been ap-
pealed to by a person who could not spell his name. It may be
added that R. P. was wont to ridicule the apologies(of*the- believ-éi‘-s\
i those forged papers, who contended that, though Shakspere did

not
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(Al TOY AISXTAOY TPATQAIAI EINTA. Folio. Glas-
gue—1795.]

‘“ This very handsome and well-printed book appeared
without the name of any editor in the title, without a line

of preface, without a single note, without the scholia, and
without the fragments*.”” It was printed from the text of
Stanley corrected by R.P.; and Mr. Schutz very slilyt
enriched the second edition of his text, which was design-
ed for a lecture-book, with many of the corrections.—
After the original proofs of the first five or six plays had
been regularly sent to R.P., they suddenly stopped; and,
some time after, this impression came forth. It has been
sald, with what truth I know not, that the paper appro-
priated for the real edition, had been ingeniously enough
employed for this copyf. However, after a considerable
interval had elapsed, the booksellers ascertained that the
smaller edition was in existence.

A few copies of the Choephore Glasg. apud Fouls,
1777. may occasionally be met with. The text in the
main agrees so exactly with R. P.’s true edition, ¢ that it
was manifestly taken from 1t. The very date betrays a

* See the Month. Rev., FebY 1796, pp. 121—136., which was
drawn up by that great man and firm friend of our Professor the Rev.
Dr. CHARLES BURNEY, who had frequently congratulated the fiiends
of Greeh literature upon this expected edition from the Cambridge-
press; see M. Rev. for April 1785, p. 295; May, p. 368; Aug.
pp. 106, 7.; and July 1739, p. 10.,.\ "

+ By way of reparation Mr. Schutz has enumerated the termina-
tion « of the second person singular of the present passive and fu-
ture iniddle forms, as well as xéyw, xdrura, etc. among the varlous
1eadings furmished ty the Glasgow-copy.

t For tlus fact T an ndebted to my fitend E. M.
traud ;
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fraud ; for Mr. Porson was at Eton in 1777.”” There is
another impression of this play by the same printer in the

same year : but it professes to be ex editione Stanleiana,
and ¢ is totally unlike the former*.”

xxiii. BscayLl TracEDLE SEPTEM,—2 Voll. 8°. Glas-
guz: excudebat Foulis, 1794, Veneunt Londini, apud

T. Payne; etc. 1806.

This is the genuine substratum of R. P.’s projected ed:-
tion ; it was given to the world with his knowledge, and,
after unceasing importunity, with a sort of half-faced con-
sent. The proprietors waited for R. P.’s short notes and
his collection of the fragments; but his friends began to
be impatient, and the booksellers acquiesced.—Afterwards
R. P. frequently and earnestly conversed about his intend-
ed preface to this edition. R. P. had arranged the mate-
rials in his mind ; I heard him twice detail the substance
of them. When entreated to favour his pupil—the pulbiic
—with a sight of it, he would, at times, promise to try—
“but I hate and abhor compositiont.”” DBesides, the
TownNLEIAN and CLARKIAN MSS. of the llias and of part
of Plato had arrested his attention so strougly as seriously

to interrupt his ordinary disquisitions§. June
?

* See by all means Correspondence in the Month. Rev., June

1807.
+ At Eton R.P. was Inclined to use the exercise of a friend, ra-

ther than endure the drudgery of composition. e would transcribe
it faithfully, without even noticing the faults: if, however, his opi-
nlon were requested, R.P. would give it and support it tnost satls-
factorily.

{ Since his decease we have beea favoured with valuable colla-

tions 1nserted by the learned Peter Viclorwus in the wargins of his
boouks;
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June, 1795. About this period it was reported that
R.P. had addressed a letter to the very acute and judicious
author of the Evidences nf Christianily concerning his ap-
peal to certain suspicious testimonies, which, instead of
strengthening, would weaken the body of evidence in the
opinion of the greater part of readers. R.P. informed me
that the rumour was unfounded.

*xxiv. Nursery-song. -Morn. Chron,, 13 April, 1796.

xxv. ETPIIIIA0Y EKABH.—Londini: 1797.

This edition, in every respect worthy of the other hope
of criticism, did not escape the carping reprehensions of
ill-advised and unworthy resentment. A scholar+, whom
R. P. sincerely esteemed for his domestic virtues and inde-
pendent spirit, but to whom he was not ready to impute
the gift of divination, felt indignant that his name was not
recorded in the preface and notes on Hecuba, as it had
been once 1n the Appendix to Toup. This is the fountain
from which all these waters of bitterness flowed. Whatever
Mr.W. might think, i1t was, on R. P.’s part, an earnest of
tenderness ;

Bella geri placuit nullos habitura triumphes ?

Besides, Aoidopeichas & ov mpemes

é’ngag TOINT LS, c'v'o"rreg &growaﬁ)\@as. Ran. 857.

Looks; and we ardently hope that at a perlod not very distant we
shall be enriched with the notes left by Muretus in the vacant spaces

of his books, which, at his death, were removed to the library of
the Jesuits’ College at Rome.

+ Tanta in eo mutandi Libido fult, ut hoc 1psum eum delectaret,
mutare, etiainsi causa non esset.

R.D.
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R. P. seldom condescended to elucidate * where the text
was sound; when he did, like the immortal Scaliger, he
was rigidly faithful ; ¢ suxely no man ever construed like
Porson : N'7ro)\2\1qg ETTS 'mngag TEASUT IOV smyewnuara—-Here
existed no ground for complaint. Quid sodes tu de
meP nisi 1spum de te et tuis silentium in criminis spe-
ciem trahatur, quod non extra oleas et operis fines va-
garer, te et tua citaturus. Sunt enim qui hoc mdig-
nantur, se in ¢ujusvis argumenti scriptis suas laudes non
reperiret. A few days before this extemporaneous effort
appeared, R.P. met the author at the shop of his friend
and bookseller, Mr. Payne]: they conversed together very
amicably on literary matters. They afterwards sauntered
down to Egerton’s ; thence back to Charing-Cross, where
they parted as friendly as possible, each to his business or
amusement. Shortly after this R. P. left Town for the
eounitry-house of a friend, where he was informed that W.
was ¢ coming out with something against him.” At this
news R. P. was surprised ; though not afraid, he was cu-
rious. He returned to Town immediately, where he found
all the world, that is, about twenty or thirty individuals
open-mouthed about this eagerly-expected pamphlet. At
length the awful moment arrived; and the Diatribe extem-
poralis was ushered into public notice, as if 1t were destined

to succour a sinking age, and to annihilate the dearly-

* PrRAF. xvil. ed. 1.
+ R. B. Clerico, p. 209. :

i At this shop, which is the conflax of learning, R. P. fo;‘merl\
discussed with G, W, a passage 1n Eur. Ion. 1198. See Cr. Rev.,
June 1803, p. 126.

earned
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earned reputation of R.P.* A copy was immediately for-
warded to our Professor, who at this time was in a very
languid state, owing to the oppressive heat of the atmo-
sphere. He, however, talked 1t over, and proved that there
was as little skill in the execution as prudence in the de-
sign ; and intimated that a column or more in a morning.
paper would be amply sufficient to show that in all the pa-
rade of critical sagacity there was scarcely one grain of so-
lidity.—A sincere and able friend answered Mr. W. more
to his conviction than his satisfactiont. Mr. W., fully
predetermined in his mind to urge oz his own strictures
without the least regard to the answers of others, attempt-
ed to renew the attack in a contemporary journal .—But
‘“ anger has some claim to indulgence, and railing 1s usu-
ally a relief to the mind.”

His readers have complained, and with reason, on the
conciseness of his notes. He ¢ seldom explains his own
canons so copiously as might be expected, but studies bre-

vity too much, and does not sufficiently consult the appre-
hension of common readers §.”” Hec.347=342. He al-

* R. P. belonged to a club consisting of seven and a president ;—
thelr regulation was, to have no regulation. On the eve of this stu-
pendous tract making its appearance the members happened to
meet; and in the course of the evening the President proposed that
every member should give a friend, and accompany it with a suit-
able passage or sentiment from Shakspere; which was agreed upon.

When 1t came to R. Ps turn, ¢ I’ll glve you,” sald he, * my friend
Gilbert Wakefield ;—¢ What is Hecuba to hiun, or he to Hecuba?’”

t Month. Rev., Jan’, Feby, April, July, Aug. 1799; and Feb?
1800. Sed apud Insanos, et in €0, quod semel dixerunt, obstina-
tos, nihll momenta raticnum valent.

I Cut Rev., Nov. 1800; Jan’, Feh’, April, 1801. See Letters
to Mr. Fox, p. 177.

§ Letters to Travis, pp. 37, 8. ludes



PREFACE. Ixxi

fudes to an accurate and refined application of a canon to
the tragedies, which, about fourteen years before this pe-
riod, he had investigated and ¢ried by facts, and not by
the illusive and baseless fabric of metaphysical specula-
tions. The authorities, which were supposed to militate
against 1t, were numerous and unmanageable *. Ni wvis
boni In ipsa inesset forma, hec formam extinguerent. He
received abundance of letters concerning 1t: one accused
him of plagiarism, see P. xxxiv.; another did him the
honour to be his antagonist in print, but R. P, would not
do him the honour to be his, Ut, cum victus erit, TECUM

certasse feratur. At length a German critict of great
acuteness and metrical subtlety extorted from him that
portion of the supplement, which in exactness of research,
nice perception of wrong, and clearness of induction, 1s

almost without a parallel. The generous Herman was

- ey o S G Ny
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