Star Trel

W

AcCtion

NEWSLETTER N9 449
DECEMBER 1880







BRIt L It L s e LA S

1
NEWSLETTER No. 44 December, 1980

Iresident: Janet Quarton, 15 Letter Daill, Cairnbaan, Lochgllphead, Argyll, Scotland.

Vice iresident: Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill ébttaQQS, Strathmartine, by Dundee, Scotland,

¢ommittecs Beth Hallam, Flat 3, 36 Clapham Rd, Bedford, England.
' . Sylvia Billings, 49 Southampton Rd, Far Cotton, Northampton, NW4 9EA, England.
Valerie riacentini, 20 aArdrossan Rd, Saltcocats, Scotland,

Honorary Membors s  Gene Roddenberry, Majel Barrett, William Shatner, De Porest Kelley,
. James poohan, George Takel, Susan Sackett, Grace Lee Whitney,
Rupert Evans, Sonnl Cooper, Anne lcCaffrey, Anne Tage, Bjo Trimble,

DUES

UK. & Bite - £2.50 UK. currency Europe ~ £4.50 airmail, £3.50 surface

U.S, A = $13.00 or £5.50 airmail, $8.50 or £3.50 surface

Australia & Japan = £6.00 airmail, £3.50 surface, _
The U.5. dollar rate includes a cone dollar bank clearing charge. Surface mail outside
Lurcpe can take a minimum of 2 - 3 months.

L] L) L] L

Cover illustration and graphios iy Lee sullivan.
All photographs copyright Faramount.

Hi, folks,

There doesn't seem to be very much to say in our letter this time. Most of what we would
have been sayimg seems to have been covered in varlous footnotes and statements scattered
throughout the N/L. Ve would like to thank Lee Sullivan for the lovely artwerk.

We were vory sorry to hear from Beth that Helen McCaxrthy was involved in a road accident
recently and is in hospital with a broken pelvis, end she will probably be there for some
time. Helen was one of STAG's original committee and originated the fashion show as a
convention event. We hope she will make a full recovery. For anyone who would like to
write to Helen, the address is Helen MeCarthy, Wavell Ward, Whipps Cross Hospital, Wanstead,
London E11, . _

On a happicr note, we'd like to offer owr congratulations to Jane Tietjen on the recent
birth of her daughter.

We nust apologise to David (oote for not using his Errand of Mercy review after all in this
N/ L - however, we are holding it and intend to print it at a later date. (The stencils are
done for it,) We just had so much to get in this time that something, once again, had to

be missced owt. This includes two xeports on holidays in America; Jenny Elson's, in partice-
ular, included details of her meetings with George Takel and Grace Loe Whitney and was very
interesting, but we Jjust couldn't fit them in,

The next N/L will be the yeax's short one, as we've no guarantee the roads will be passable _
to let Sheila and Valerie get through to Lochgilphead and Janet may have o put it out herself.

Beth, Sylvia and Valerie Join us in wishing you all a very merry Christmas and ‘*guid® New Year
and we're surc you all join us in sending a speclal Christmas wish to our honoraries, Gene,
Majel, Bill, De, Jim, George, Susan, Grace Lee, Rupert, Sonni, the two gnnes, -and Bjo. And
of course to Helen McCarthy and any other members who through illness can't enjoy themselves
as much as the rest of us over the festive secason,.

LI&L

Janet & Shella.
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LATE TITEMS

Chris Bignell, 91 Exford Ave, Harefield, Southampton would like to get in touch with anyone
golng to the William Shatner weekend in Los Angeles next July; and would also like to write
to other fans.,

CROWN WALILFATER has put out a STAR TREK wallpapcr. This is vinyl at £4.59 a roll, It has
a black backzround patterned with stars, and the main pattern is made up of a design of
Enterpriscs interspersed with head/shoulder shots of the various members of the crew
(maximum size about 4 inches). These are photos rathor than drawings.

Gwenda Rosser tells us that 8T is not being shouwn in Wales, they only saw the first 6 ox 7
episodes which is hard lines,., Dianne Laughton tells us that MIRI hag been shown in South

Africa, e S Rty
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THE SAGA OF THE MIRT FHOTOS
This really would make a saga in true hercic style...it has all the elements, itragedy,
comedy, suspence...and sheer dawnright adjectival frustration!
First of all, to make things plain, for some reason known only to themselves, film compane
les produce film with the emulsion on what, to a photographer, is the *wrong' side - as
generations of ST fans have discovered, (Granted, they don't know that anyone is going to
want photos printed from the film.) No matter how clear the instructions fans give the
average processor invariably prints clips the 'normal' way, even when they have the visual
evidence of - say = a clapperboard with the writing in reverse on the print to prove
them wrong. ,
I fought this battle with Hamilton Tait some years ago and after I was informed 'We take
no responsibility if these are wrong' they finally did them right, and I haven't had much
trouble since. Occasionally, one or two prints from an order come back wrong, but it's
relatively rare - except when the firm, as far as I can make out, takes on new staff and
I've to do a bit of nagging againi
For a while, the entire (on average) £300 = £350 worth of 8T4G orders was processed in
one lot, but then they suddenly discovered that that was too big an order to do in one,
and it's now done it bits and pleces; and the order stragizles back, usually over 7 - 10
days, but I get it all inside a month from putting the order in,

'This Line. .

First of all, only about half the original order initially arrived, and demonstrably smaller
than 3 x 55. TIt's ocecasionally happened before, and I accepted them apart from cne that was
trinmed down to about 3 x 33; it went back as unacceptable. Then three sets of this first
batch collected were in reverse and two other sets, when checked, turned out to be several
short of the full number ordered, though all had been charged. These also had to go back
for correction.,

A week later a few more packets turned up and I was able 1o send out the orders for those
who had oxdered nothing but Bill Shatner in London and a couple of lucky folk whose Miri
prints had all come through. (By this time the last N/L was out.)

Ten days later the rest of the order arrived., Two morce sets vere in roverse and went back.
I managed to send out one or two more orders., Unfortunately, the misdone prints were mostly
ones a lot of people wanted.

A day or two later the first threec sets of reversed prints arrived, One print of each set
had ‘becn corrected; +the others were still wrong. They went back again, They were returned,
corrected, within a week - at which point I discovered that the firm had confused two of the
order slips and given me 28 or the one I wanted 8 of,..and 8 of the one I wanted 28 of.
Added to that they had begun complaining that the original film clips were too small to be
printed, and did I have 35mm slides instcad?

During this period I started sending out as much as I could of the orders of people who

were ordering ratterns of Force, as the delayed prints could be sent with the next order.
Then T put in some more prints (for Arena) and got them all back, correct, within ten days!
Next the underprinted set arvived back...followed by a hiatus of another week, And finally,
on Friday Nov 2lst, I got the others backll! I will therefore be able to send out the rost
of the photos to the people who have as yet not had any, and they should have arrived by the
time you get this N/L.

With Arena, we're trying a different approach, I have had a set of prints pre-done, and
Wwill put these in to get the print order copied from them; the clips themselves will go in
again for the duplicate slide oxdor. This should dispose of the problem of roversed prints
as this has been seen teo earlier, cut down on the number of separate packets going in and
generally = we hope - speed things up. We didn't have time to try this with I'atterns of
Foree, but if it works with Archna and Bread and (ircuses which is the next episcde being
ordered, we'll stick with it.

We're sorry about all this hassle; we know how frustrating waiting for an order that never
arrives is, and I do appreciatce your patience in not btombaxrding me with enquiries about

the non=arrival of the photos.

A number of people have asked us about photos of the actors, We have very few of these, and
nost of what we do have are 8 x 10 black and white which would cost a fortune to have
copled. The only enprints we have are TV photos, like the Parkinson, etc, ones that we
offered last time.

Sheilla.
o R
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STAR TREK -~ THE MOTION PICTURE

GENE RODDENBERRY - AUGUSTREK, 1/8/80 (Notes by Fran Hitchcock from GR phone call)
bxtracts reprinted from ST s A PIECK OF THE ACTION XNo.86

ST:TMP is doing very well in Japan and has set an all time record in Germany. It had a
good tox office in the USA -- I haven't heard officially, it's grossed about gl million --
. but net what they'd hoped....

GR says ST isn't dead. He is sure that there will be a sequel, and/or perhaps 2-hr TV shows,

Questions Is Linceln Enterprises still operating?
GR: The last time I sew Lincoln BEnterprises, she was driving off the first tec. 3But yes,
it is in operation. (note: Iincoln Enterprises, P.0. Box 69470, Los Angeles, CGi 90069, USA)

Question: Can you tell us something about the sequel you wrote? ;
GR: It has to do, among other things, with a shift through time back to an earliier generation |
of Americans. As you know, we did several time stories, like (City, and they did particularly
well,

Question: Will the movie be re-released? Reedited?

GR: I have askod to be allowed to reedit, I still don't have any definite promise from the
studio., They say if they rorelease it, they will allow me to reedit it., Also, when it

goes into pay TV, they will consider a reedit,

The problem was, about a year ago, Paramount called me to the office and said, "We think
we ought to tell you we have #23 million in advance bookings and we have to have the movie
Dec. 7, I thought we needsd more time. I wanted a spring date, PRoth Wise and Trumbull
said Dec 7 was okay. I said, in my experience, it was too soon, But I couldn't fight
both the dircctor and the special effects man, We got the Dec, 7 date, but in my opinion,
we didn't have everything woshould. It was a controversial movies=~ many liked it; many
hated it., We never had a chance to preview, I realized the filght over V'ger was too long.
That many perscnal spots were cut. We had to make xroom for the special effects, That wos
what I didn't want, but we had no choice. As with the TV sexies, I just couldn't get
Paramount to go along with me. Yesterday, I sat down with the agency. T sald, I will do
anything oxcept work with a major studio and give thom any creative control., I am through
having a group of businessnen making the decisicn.

Question: Do you have additional footage?

GR: We have a lot of dialog and business, for instance, ocur lovely naked~headed lady. In
the footage that was taken out it was explained that Deltsns are so advanced in ALL forms
of sensual excitement--not just sexual: Painting, etc. -- that they could bura cut a
relatively sexually primitive human, There were similar personal bits about Spock, McCoy,
etc, 7o me, it is the people~tos~peoplc that has always characterized ST, not the special
effects,

Once Paramount insisted on the Dec 7 date, that meant I had to let the dircector put the film
together the way he wanted, I had no time to sit down with him and make suggestions, I
was effectively excluded from posteproduction. One person had to do it, and that was the
director, If Wise and I had discussed it, it never would have been done the way it was,

Question: How about getting the actors for the sequel?

GR: I have spoken to thom all., None of them discounts doing it. Ali of them have to say,
"If T have something good going at that time, I will have to do that,"

If 8T goes on and on and there is every sign that it is (I am shaken that conventions are
sti1ll being planned, etc.), fans must realise that we are not timeless. Eventually someone
is going to be doing ST with different actors. It has to happen that way., But I think if
we do it within a couple of years, we will have everybody together. 41l of us who work

on the show are ST fans., We always lean in the direction of doing it again,

Question: Why didn't we sece more of the different allens developed for the movie?

(R: We had very little to do with the front office publicity. ie found ourselves being
pulled into the corporate machine. It churns this stuff out, They hired people to make
up things about aliens, ete. We who were making the movie never heard of them. .

When I did the TV ST it was something I wanted to do. Within limits, I could do it the way
I wanted. The next projects are going to be done that way., I would like to drop out of
sight, as far as ST l& concerned, for a while, I am banking a lot on fans: +that they will
let me do that., I will be very disappointed if I come up with something exciting, enter-
taining, and thoughtful, and fans turn thelr backs on it becauwse it isn't Kirk and Tpock, I
write to please myself, and the only good writing I have done has been on that basis.
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Question:‘ What about the scripts written for the TV series that was planned?

GR: I think it will comc back on TV after a sequel or sequels as 6-8 per year 2 hour shows.,
They could be polished, and done the way We want, and not be as hectic as a weekly one

hour show. That would bring us back. ‘ '

How will we reach the ST century? I have never been totally optimistie about the short-
term.future. I think we are seeing the 20th century industrial civilization falling apart.
I think we are due for a little Dark Ages, but then I think we will see a post~industrial
civilization., There is no steady climb to Utopla. I think just as there are checks and
balances in nature, there are checks and balances in intelligent life. We will be brought
along until we can handle what we will find in outer space. I've suggested that probably
there is some sort of universal law--you can only travel as far into outer space as you
have travelled into inner space, yourselves. ‘

i o S

The latesteeees -

Janet recently received a letter from Susan Sackett, written on Sept.28th, 1In it she
said,"Every now and then STAR TREK rears its head by way of a conversation or two with
Paramount about a possible return to television before another movie (only speculative at
this point). Gene will not do a weekly tv series ever again, but wouldn't mind doing
several STAR TREK mini-movies a year."

“There are no "heavy" talks going on at this time, but I thought you'd be interested in
knowing that TREK isn't dead,"

Later, around October 8th articles started appearing in the local papers around the
country, They all said much the same thing: "Gene Roddenborry, creator of the science-
fiction television series "Star Trek," says talks are under way to produce new episodesy
"Roddenberry said he would not be interested in making a weekly series like the original
but wenld favour "six or eight 90~minute or twe=hour shows each year."

e o ot M o o R Bt
NEWS OF THE STARS
WILLIAM SHATNER

Most of the following information came to me from Linda Caparicchi in Montreal, Canada.
Bill is there currently making a movie called Fright, in which he plays a newscaster with
problens, as with most recent films it is a horror one, and the main problswm for his fans
will be whether it comes over here or not,

His latest film on release 'Kidnapping of the President' has had some good reviews. Ildnda,
who saw it in New York, reports that it is a good fasteaction film, which is borne out

by the reviews I have seen. It is also quite violent, but he does thank goodness survive!
The original novel on which the film is based is expected to be re-issucd as a tie-in
with the movie, though it is not on sale yet in Canada. '

Bill also appeared on the local t.,v. station and looked very well. The Montreal Gazette
did a long article, with picture, discussing his work and the influence ST has had on his
career, and including his reminisences on the ghanges in his home town, and future plans
which include a Treasure of the Liorra Hadre' type story called THO WEEXS WITH PAY, in
which two friends, after being made redundent go off to an old ghost goldmining town and
strike it rich. )

The current USFF newsletter has more information and a hysterical article on his accldent
prone childhood which 1s a must. I have also heard a runour that they will be having a
poster of him in a wet suit avallable in the future, and I musn't dribble/drool into the
typeviriter,

For those who are looking for early pictures of William in his Stratford days there is an
excellent mi in 'MacLeans Canacda'. Try your local library, mine has it. It is a very
good picture of him with a fringe, like Mr, Spock, at the time he was playing Henry V at
Stratford.

The latest Halliwell Film Guide gives another film he was in called 'Forgotten Land' with
Mel Torme. Any info anyone? And what ever happened to the modern version of 'Osdipus
Rex' with Sophia Loren, doss anyone out there know anything?

: May Jones
Thanks, May, for doing the column for Sylvia this time. Sylvia is up to her neck with
STAG CON registrations among other things. Send any info on Bill to Sylvia.
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LEONARD NINOY

In an article on the Thames Telethon in September,in the London issue of T.V, Times, the
Writer menticned a telethon in Vancouver 5 years ago which was conducted by Leonard Nimoy,
Apparently the event raised nearly one million dollars, The writer states that the
presenter should have all the facts about the cause at his fingertips, and says that Nimoy's
homework played a great part in the success of the venture:. His most vivid memory was of
the authoritative way Leonard Nimoy took charge of the show, which lasted for 21 hours.

Some time ago I mentioned rumours that Leonard Nimoy was supposed to have sald in a newse
papexr interview that he was sick of playing Spock, and that he would never appear in
another Star Trek preduction. I said at the time that these stories should be taken with
a large pinch of salt, We now have confirmation that these interviews never took place «
in fact, one paper involved had printed an interview shortly before which flatly contrad-
icted the made~up one. :

For those of you on good terms with your local bookshop, it might be worth making enquiries
about the dump bins used for the photonovels, Most shops discard these eventually, which
is a waste as there is a rather nice picture of Nimoy as Spock.
Thanks for information to Sue Ride and LNAF. .

Valerie

DE TOREST KELLEY

Hi there folks! Golly, how time flies! Since De's appearance at the Kansas City convention
I have received various pleces of information, although a full account still hasn't arrived,
I have 2 tapes of De's speeches plus some photos and I'm expecting more - if you can track
ne down at conventions you're welcome to see them.

My thanks got to Gerlinde Junggunst who managed to send me a copy of De's poem "The Yellow
Balloon", Again it is very good - brilliant in fact ~ and I'1l have it at conventions

too,

Now for some really breathtaking, fantastic news, De is to be a guest at the Star Trek
Space Expo in New York on 14th and 15th Pebruary 1981 and I am going! I still can't

believe it but wild horses couldn't keep me away this time. Also attending are Isaac

Asimov and Andy Probert and the programme looks really exciting, made all the more so by

a certain persons presence, Perhaps any STAG members going would like to contact me and

we could get together at some point (I'm planning to be in the States for 7-10 days).

Well T can think of nothing else to say except keep watching the episcdes and enjoy, enjoy,
enjoy.

Yours in that Gorgeous Georglan's name.

Lynn Campion
contact addresss: 6 Bramble Road, Canvey Island, lssex, SS8 7EB, BEngland.

L] » - .

WILLIAM SHATNER & GENE RODDENBERRY On July 26th the Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy
and Horror Films announced the winners of the Seventh Annual Sclence Fletion Pilm awards.
William Shatner and Gene Roddenberry received "Life Career Awards"™, Douglas Trumbull, John
Dykstra and Richard Yuricich received the Best Special Effects Award for ST-TKP.

(info STARLOG L40)

PERS IV KHAMBATTA had a part in THE WILBA CONSPIRACY which was shown on BBC 1 on Oct, 27th.
tidney Poitier and hichael (aine starred in the film. (info Susan West & Karen Pearce)

GHORGE TAKEI appeared as Wang in the film 'Ice Palace' on BBC 1, 19th October, Lunday
afternoon, George Takel appeared scveral times in the film, first as a packer in a Fish
Canning factory, next as a walter inr a Chinese Resturant and then for the rest of the film
as Richard Burton's cook cum manservant cum butler. - Karen Pearce. (also $. Hest &

.. Linda Hepden)

NICHELLE NICHOLS appeared as & chief's wife in the Tarzan episode 'Deadly Silence' which
Was shown on Midlands ITV on Septomber 18th. (info Karer Pearce, )

WALTER KOENIG has a new authorised fan club., It looks good. Send IRCs for info to
Michelle ward, 22098 River Oaks Dr. 44, Rocky River, OH 44116, UsA. Or send a SAE and 5p
to Janet for a photowcopy of the membership flyer/form.

LEONARD NIMOY played Miller in CATLOW which was shown on Southern on Saturday, Nov, 15th.
(info David Burton)
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GEORGE TAKEI has announced that he will not be a candidate for the Assembly in the 46th
District: "After much discussion with family and friends, I concluded that this is the
wrong time to interrupt my career as an actor and an author. Professional commitments and
opportunities that I have been offered make it imprudent for me to do so at this time,
Also, I am aware of the great impact the FCC equal time rule would have ot the re-runs of
Star Trek and other shows in which I've acted. I had to take into comsideration the fact
that many people with whom I have worked would suffer substantial financial losses,

(info from the HOSATO newsletter via Kathy Bayne.)

R

STAR TREK IN THE NIWS

STARLOG 39 has a S-page interview with Fred Freiberger on Producing Star Trek for Television.
Also, there is info on the Great Sci-~Fi, Fantasy and Horror Movie Memorablia Acution held

in Hollywood last June. Aamong the items for sale were several original uniforms from

series STAR TREK. Captain Kirk's original shirt was among the items unsold,

STARLOG 40 - There is an excellent d-page intexrview with Gene Roddenberxy in which he gives
his opinion of the movie and some background info, With the interview is a very nice

full page colour photo of Genc and Susan Sacketi.

David Gerrold in his column takes Starlog to task about somethings Fred Frelberger saild
about him in STARLOG 39 and he reveals some interesting facts aboutl the third season of
ST, In the next STARLOG Gerrold says he is going to talk about CLOUD MINDERS. It should
be interesting. :

DAILY MAIL Friday Cctober 17th, '80 ~ "Unbending at a sei-fi convention in Alberta,
heartless Vonda MeIntyre reveals what's in store for Captain Kirk, She's writing the
latest Staxr Trek paperback, in which good ol' James T. dies on page 113 ~ with Dr 'Bones'
dicCoy mulling the life~support system plug.

(o nufiBer ot you who sent this article in were disturbed by it, don't be. I phoned Busan
sackett and she said to tell you all that Kirk doesn't die in the book - at least, no
more 50 than he does in any episode. = Janet)

DAILY EXPRESS Tues October. 7th, '80 = "fhy Persis felt happier minus her mane attraction.”
artiolc aboub Persis Khambatta and how she became an actor = "Her background is Bombay.
A member of a wWealthy textile manufacturing femily, she became India's top model. Then, in
the early '70s she moved to London. Then on to New York which is where her acting career
started. "It happened by chance," she tells me. "My model portfolio was stolen-and When
that happens your career ends until you get a new one together, which can take months. H0
I came to Hollywood . « "M

Thanks for info and cuttings go to Janice Bowers, Judy Miller, Pat Paynton, Ray Evans,

Susan West, Linda Merryweather, Tony Murphy, Mark French, Romano Dyerson, Peter Iryer,

Gill Irinkwater, Jean Donkin, C. Brettall, Jack Clayton, Margaret Kelley, Lesley Markey!

¢. Davies, Mrs A. MacKintosh, Shirley Buck, Vicki Cornelius, Louise Boardman, Victor Bristoll
and Elizabeth Barrie. Please keep sending the cuttings to Janet.

M NCHESTER EVENING POST October 20th, *80 - "Mr Spock Keeps on Exploring New Worlds"
An articie apbout Leonard Nimoy and Vincent.

SUN September 30th, '80 =~ 'The Telly Space Aces® - "Trek to Triumph" Usual general article
on STAR TREK. \

b

STAR TREK & THE BBC

We're sure you will all join us in thanking the BBC for continuing to show ST on Monday
nights. Now they have shown PARADISE SYNDROME we know for sure that they now‘have_the
third season as well which will be a relief to all, especially those of you with videos.
The BBC are still cutting some episodes although we suspect in most cases that they have
roceived the cut version from Paramount, Recent episodes shown full which were cut the
last couple of times are A PIECE OF THE ACTION and GAMESTERS OF TRISKELION. .

A number of you have asked us to print an update of the BBC screening list and‘we will do
this when the present run finishes. We don't know how long this present run will lgst but
it will probably end around Christmas time. Wouldn't it be nige though if they decided to
continue right through the the:tkird season. s

If you would like to send the BBC a Christmas card to thank them for the present run, send
it the . BBC, Eroadeasting House, London WlA, LAA.

A e 2 0 1 D e e
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SMALL AS

Charge 5p per line (approx 12 words). Send to Janet. British stamps are acceptable.
Please try and limit your advert to 5 lines. e cannot print adverts for videc and audio
tapes except for those officially produced.

FOR SALL: 100ts of mounted clips T.V, Star Trek, 15p cach, minimum order 20; some T.V.
slides 10p. cach. Mixed bags or state requircments. Postage 12p per 20, 5p
per 10 thereafter. Jean Barron, 39 Dersingham Avenue, Manor Park, London ELZ2 5QF

WANTED To Borrow, a copy of the out of print U.S. fanzine, "SPOCK'S CHILDHOOD". Will
pay postage. Janet Hunt, 5% Foxhunter Drive, Oadby, Leicester LEZ 5FF

ATTENTION JUNIOR ROCKETMENS Grab your Junior Rocketman Secret Decedexrs. Here is this
nonth's secoret message: AJIF GEM TUJGB  sigred, The Knife.

FOR SALE/SWAP: ALL mint condition - all 1999 pbks, annuals; UKO pbks; Ape pbks, annuals,
posters; Star Wars Blueprints; S&H 'zineés, posters, jigsaws; 6MIM & Bionic Woman pbks,
posters; Thunderbird 2 & 3 toys; DW annuals 78, 79 (signed by Tom Baker); various other
M items, WANIS: Any issues of Australian IM ‘*zine "Zerinza"; ST 8" figures; any ST
fanzines; ST comics, records (NOT "Inside ST"}: any unusual ST items. Send large SAE to:
David Hawley, 10 Fitzjames Avenue, Sandilands, Hast Croydon, Surrey, CRO 5IH.

FOR SAL®B: Collection of DR WHO books. SAL for lists. Tan Bdmond, 9 Lemington Guove,
Bracknell, Berkshire, RGl2 4JB

WANTIED: U.S. Zines; Thrust, Passages, Nightvisions (all Cerol Frisbie), Contact 1,2,3
and NOME 1., I am very keen to have them and will pay well (plus all postage)
for coples in good condition. Megan Davis, 324 Wood St., Deniliguin,

SW 2710, australia.

WANTED 2 A copy of SPOCK ENSLAVED by Diene Steiner and Incounter (GRUP 1) author unkown,
and T-NEGATIVE 'The Vigil' by Laura Basta. UWill pay any reasonable price +
postage., Christine Smith, 17 Belmont Ave., Bromborough, Wirral, Merseyside 162 2ED

FOR SALB: Colour. Photographs, 5"x34" taken from TV with a 35mm camera, Good quality.
"STAR TREK" recent series of repeats. Mr. Spock (&), Cpt. Kirk (9),
Kirk & Spock (M), Kirk & MecCoy (2), Kirk, Spock & McCoy (5), Spock & MeCoy (1),
Sulu & Uhura (1). 50p each. Postage 1-15 photos 12p, 16-30=18p.
Sandra J. Ferriday, 104 $tockton Rd., Hartlepool, Cleveland, TS25 1RP.

FOR SALE: Bill Shatner Colour TV Photographs, "Disaster on the Coastliner"(4#),
Parkinson (5), Clapperboard (3). Len Nimoy - In Search Of... (3). .50p cach,
Posts 12p. Sandra J. Ferriday, 104 Stockton Road, Hartlepool, (leveland. TS25 1RP

FOR 8ALE: Conplete set of 8 8&H paperback novels. All in new, or nearly new condition,
except one (no.5). Any reasonable offer accepted. Send SAE to Annmarie Massing,
16 Redhouse Road, Stechford, Birmingham, B33 8QY.

WANTED s Anything on Battlestar Galactica/Dirk Benedict/Richard Hatch. BG penpals wanted!
Would Sue Turner contact me concerning SURVIVCHS. Carole §. Falrman,
200 Boundaries Road, Balham, London, SWl2 8HF.

WANTED s The U.8, 'zines COMPANION 1, NIGHTVISIONS and also COMPUTER PLAYBACK 1. Will
pay any reasonable price 4+ postage. Christine Brettell, 53 Ross Heights,
Rowley Regls, Warley, West Midlands, B65 8IM,

WANTED: ST *zines especially U.S. and K/S zines, Send lists with prices to Carla A.M,
Salveta, 52 Victoria Park, Drive North, Glasgow, GL4 9NW.

FOR SALW: GCormen Star Trok Photonovels, no's 2,3,4,5,6 £2.00 cach + p&kp also German
ST=-TMP Novel. £2.00 + p&p. JTan Senlor, Woburn Hill, Addlestone, Surrey KTL5 20Q

FOR SALE:s STALR- TRbK, STAR TREK-THE MOTION PICTURE and STAR WARS BLUKPRINTS &5 new. Normal
price £9.60 for sale at £8.00 + p&p. Ian Senior, Woburn Hill, Addlestone,
Surray, KT15 20§. Phone Weybridge 55225

FOR SALE: Germsn impire Strikes Back book £2.00 + p&p. Jan Senlor, Woburn Hill, Addiestone,
Surrcy, KT15 2QQ. Phone Weybridge 55225
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WANTEDs STAR TREK Poster Books - 3, 6, 14, also, STAR TREK POSTCARD BOOK - Elizabeth
Bubtler, 88 Pickering Road, Sunderland, SRY ODY

WANTEDs First series of ST bubblegum cards (What are Little Girle Made 0f?) nos 7, 10,

TH, 26, 32, 37 or complete set, Please state price. Valerie Piacentini, 20 Ardrossan Rd.,
Saltcoats, Ayrshire.

ATTENTIONs Do you love good, intelligent science fiction? If so then please help tovput
"The Outer Limits" back on our screens, Write a nice letter thanking the Beeb for the past
episodes and asking them to continue the series, if possible at a more reasonable time.
David Noonae. Write tos BBC TV Centre, Wood Lane, London, W12 7RJ.

WANTED: STAR TREK ZINES! - Log Entries 20 = 24, Computer Playback 1 & 2, Ice & Fire an
The Price of Friendship by Simone Mason, The Striped Tomatc.,  Thanks. M.J, Turner,
46 Chinn Brook Road, Billesley, Birmingham, B13 OLU.

FOR SALE: Zines, on a first come, first served basis, Stuff like NEXUS, TIME OF SURAK,
T=-NEGATIVE, WARPED SPACE and cthers. Anyone interested, send a SAE and an IRC for = list
«nd more info., Shelley McIntyre, Box 159; Pouce Coupe, B.C,, VOC 200, CANADA.

R B e R S
MERCHANDIO

THE GALACTIC WHIRLPOOL by David Gerrcld. Bantam, $2.25.

While on patrol (lookipg, presumably, for Klingons)} the Interprise encounters a craft which
is ultimately ldentified as the Wanderer, a 'lost colony' which apparently left Earth's
orbit about two centuries earlier. A mutiny on board has resulted in a breakdown of the
vessel's propulsion system, and in the descendents of the two sides living on the upper
levels as rulers or on the lower levels as suvages. Of course, the two sides are at war,
Again, predictably, this colony is drifting towards the ‘galactic whirlpool®, To save it,
our gallant Captain has to find out how to restart the engines; the problem in doing so is
that the inhabltants of the upper levels, while having access to the controls, are superst-
itious, hidebound, bigoted, etc, and do not have a record of the damage. The 'savages' are
the descendents of the original captain and senior crew. In their possession are the logs
with records of damage, but they are nomadic illiterates,

In this book Mr. Gerrold extends his thesis that the initial contact with new civilisations
would be by a 'primary contact team'. In this instance, in a surprisingly sympathetic
portrayal, our friend Kevin Riley is leader, and almnost as an aside, the obligatory female
falls for him (not Kirk}, but they decide to part, and 'follow their own carccrs‘.

Kirk's character, especially what Mr. Gerrold describes as his 'deliberate compassion! is
.explored by diversions describing Starfleet tralning, an effective device but rather over-
done; one is left with the impression that cadets at Starfleet Academy are too preciocus
for their own goodl

The style, at times, I find grating. &xplanations, on passant, of subspace radio or astro-
navigation add nothing to the story and only serve to emphasise that it is science fiction,
but the over all impression is that Mr. Gerrold has written perhaps the hest professional
Trek novel available. Well worth £1.35. J.F, Richardson.

David Gerrold was the author of '"The Trouble with Tribbles', acclained as one of the best
episodes in Star Trek. When T heard that he was writlng an ST novel, I began to awalt the
rclease date with eager anticipation. This just had to be something special. and it cert-
ainly was, The Galactic Whirlpool is no let down. Tt's extrenely well written and boasts
an intelligent and even thought-provoking plot. But, more important, it's different. For
once, Captain James T. Kirk takes a back seat to the action., Lt. Kevin Riley is the hero of
the story. It is he who leads the contact party into the alien vessel and whose subsequent
adventures we follow in detail. Riley is given accompelling personality all his own, and
yet he still comes across as a younger Kirk. The two have certain similar qualities;
compassion, courage, sensitivity, humanity. aAnother first - it is Riley who gets the girl
in the story, leaving poor Jim stranded without a love interest! (Thank Godl = Editer,)

Some ST purists may be a little disappointed in the book, feeling that their favourite
characters are at times left in the background. This may be true, but at least David Gerrold
has tried to give the fans scmething different, something creative. And this is absolutcely
essential if the evere-growing line of 8T books is not to stagnate,

I strongly recommend The Galactic Whirlpool to all fans, especially thosc who thought there
were untapped depths to the Kevin Riley made infamous by 'Naked Time', Paul Malamed.
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STAR TREK REFRESHERS -~ Swizzels Matlow Ltd,

Packets of these refroshers come with a small sticker (commemorative stamp sized); these
stick onto a poster that can be obtained bynﬁending in five wrappers and a small payment.
Although the tright colourfulness of the poster 1s obviously designed to attract children,
it is 1nterest1ng and with all the stickers attached should be an effective addition %o
anyone's collection, Itfs a pity that a lot of the pictures are in reverse, but we should
be used to that by now! Making up for that is the fact that some of them are 'new' ones =
ones none of the other firms (Topps, etec) printed. Unfortunately, it seems to be quite
difficult to get these refreshers. gheila. (Info C. Miles, L. Goodison, )

HALLIWELL'S TELL-GUIDE lists a number of films in which actors in STAR TREK appeared. Info
Susan West,

MECO - MUSIC FROM STAR TREK & BLACK HOLE ACROGS THE GALAXY

Across the Galaxy is not a U.K, release of Music from Star Trek & Black gole but a compl-
etely different record made up of tracks from several of MECO's other recerds, including
Music from Staer Trek & Black Hole, Decidedly catchy and well worth getting « if you can.
Both records are imported and not readily available. Sheila.

Thank& to M. Kexr who enabled Janet to get a copy of Music from Star Trek & Black Hole, and
to Ann Neilson for sending Sheila a tape of Across the Galaxy.

FAMOUS SPACESHIPS OF FACT AND FANTASY Kalmbach Books U,K. edition published by

Model and Allied Publications Ltd. £1.50

This is a magazine about spaceship models and how to make them. It is well illustrated

with photographs and diagrams and gives information about the originals as well as information
on how to make and paint the models, and includes both the Bnterprize and the space shuttle

as well as Saturn and Apolle and ships from Star Wars and Space 1999 (among others). HMuch

of the information is of interest even to non~modellers; for a modeller it is a fruitful
source of information. Sheila.

VIDEQ TAPES Fotomat,

In America, Paramount is now formally issulng ST episodes on video through Fotomat. They ave
grouped tWwo to a cassette. Ten episodes are listed; six of these are already available

on 8mm f£ilm, Note - this is the American system, which is not compatible with the U.K,
system - unfortunately! Info Peter Fryer. (The magazine Peter obtained the information
from makes the following statement - 'Some claim the early episocdes have been released as
uncopyrighted works, and are therefore in the public domain.' Note = the magazine does not
say that this is so, but the suggestion is interesting. ) '

AMT NBW BNTERPRISE latchbox £3.95
Ttin is beglnning to appear in shops around the country. Info Pauline Andrews, Ian Pearse,
Barry Maxwell., See articles by them later in the N/L re construction, painting etc.

NEW KLINGON Matchbox £5.95

VULCAN SHULTLE Matchbox £5.15

Info on the above Ian Pearse. We have articles on these by Ian which will probably be in the
next N/L; it's unlikely there will be space this time,

ARROW JIGSAWS

There are three of these (that we know of ). One is on the Enterprise against a black
background; one is of pies from ST-THP, head and shoulders shots of Uhura, Spock, Kirk,
McCoy, Janice Rand, Chekov, The third is also made up of head and shoulders pies, this
time time of the various allens including Ilia. As always, not many shops seem to stock
these and the price scems to be variable. Some info Sue Rode.

GAMES WORKSHOP LTD 1 Dalling Road, Hammersmith, London W6 0JD.

Timothy Olsen, manager of Games Workshop, would like to offer all STAG members a 10% discount
_on the Citadel Miniatures 'ST-THP' figures which they stock. Take your membership card
along.

If you sent us in information and we haven't acknowledged your name, please forgive us,
We try to make sure that all such info is carefully filed for the N/L, but occasionally
a letter deals with several things and after being answered, for example, can be filed away
in the 'answered mail' file. We know that we've mislald one such letter this time =~ scmeone
sent Janet a review of Across the Galaxy that we definitely intended to use, but when. we
came to compile this page, we couldn't find it., If we find it we'll include it next time -
or perhaps the person involved would care to send in another comment on the record. (If
you do, we promise to be more careful next timel)

A
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ZINE ADS.

gcoTpress - Janet, Shella and Valerie are going into partnership to put cut zines independ-
ently under the name of ScoTpress. The zines will be edited by Sheila and valerie, and
printed by Janet; they will be obtainable from Shella. Please enclose a self=-addressed
label (preferably sticky) with each order, and makes cheques/POs payable to Scolpress, We
are taking orders and will f£ill these as soon as possible, _
Reprinting immediately (originally printed by STAG)
Varlations on a Theme by Sheila (lark and Valsrie Placentini. Issue 1, £1 each;
IsSsues 2 & 3 £1.30 each; Issue 4, £1.40 each.
Reprinting during the next few months (arlglnally printed by STAG)
Something Hidden by Sheila Clark (an 4/U story) £1.25 each; The Wheel of Fate by
Valerie Placentini, £1.15 each (this is a reprinting of The Wheel Turns and
Ultimatum, which follows it chronologically, from LE 11.) Enterprise Incidents -
stories by Sheila Clark, issue 1, £1.15 each, issue 2, £1.25 each. Wine of Calvoro
by Valerie Piacentini, £1.25 each; As New Wine by Meg Wright, £1.40 each.
NEi - Due February.
Enterprlse Incidents 3 =« stories by Lorralne goodison.
We have two new novellas by dMeg Wright, With Hcoops of Steel and The Tribe of Jen-wae for
publication during the spring/early summer, and plan to have at least one issue of a genzine
out. by Aprll
e do require submissions of fiction and poetry for ScoTpress. .
We still feel that there is a place in fandom for a very general zine, and we intend to put
out a very genexal zine; we also, however, plan another zine that will consider stories
of a more diverse type, though 51111 within the realms of what we consider Star Trek. We c
will not print K/ - that 1s a subject that we feel is best left to the zines that specialise |
in ¥/8, so that the rcaders know what they are getting. We are not interested in luridly ‘
explicit heterosexual stories either, but we will ceonsider inferred or implied sex within
the context of a relationship that the participants at least believe to be permanent, ox
that is necessary to the development of the story. We are not interested in stories that
wallow in the grief of the survivors in a ‘*death' situation; however, we will consider
certain kinds of story involving death or at least an open-ended concluslion where the
reader is left to decide for him/herself what has happened. We are not interested in
stories involving other SF series (quite apart from anything else, I'm not sure what the
copyright situation is regarding other series, and I'd rather not find out the legal way.
What other oditors choose to do is their own affair.) or in stories that we feel to be
original §F; we are, and will remain, a Star Trek group putting out stories either within
what we feel to be Gene Reddenberry's universe, or within an alternate universe setting
that sets out to explore a 'what if...' on some toplc precluded by the facts as given in
aired Trek.

Please remember to send two cheques if you are urdering zines from both 8TaAG and ScaTpress
at the same time; as we are n.aratlng two different bank accounts, :
Foreign rates for ScoTpress zines: U.S.A. - airmail, $6.00 each inc, postage except
Variations 4 (#6.50) and #s Wew Wine ($6.50) (£2.60 or £2.75 respectively); Australia «
airmail, £2.75 each except Variations 4 and 4is New Wine, £3.00 each. Burope and all
countries surface, £1.75 (U.S.4, #4.00). If you pay by dollar cheque, ¢tc, please add

$1 00 towards bank charges. If you pay cash, paper money only, please as the bank does not
accept foreign coins. Theso prices may be adjusted in February when we know exactly what
the new postage rates are. ‘

If forcign buyers buying from both STAG and ScoTpress piifer to pay on one cheque to save
the bank charge on the second chegue, please make the cheque payable to Sheila Clark and
she will then split the payment between the two groups.

Order rrom Shella Clark, 6 Craigmill Cottages, Strathmartine by Dundee, Scétland,

PLANNED - a zine based solely on 8F poetry., It is intended to illustrate the zine through~
out with a theme applicable to the poetry on each page. The general idea is to bring to-
gether some of the poetry that has had.the sad fate of being buried in discarded and read
zines., Hopefully it will include Trek, B7, Star Wars, and =21l manner of SF material. It
does not matter if it has been printed clsewhere. If encugh submissions are received there
will be moxe than one edition. So = all you long standing poets out there,.,. and anyone who
has never put a line together but would like to txy...please submnit your poems to

Gladys Oliver, 211 Turpin Ave, Collier Row, Romford, Hssex.

Proceeds from the sale of this zine will be donated to a worthwhile charity which will be
named as and when the zine gets off the ground. -
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GROPE LIVES! The new issue of Grope will definitely materialise some time next year. It
has been 2 years since the last issue, KING GLOPE, and many new writers have appeared on
the scene since fwen. I am sure there must be plenty of STAG members who have stories that
are too naughty for LOG ENTRIES. If so send them to me and I'Ll consider them for GROPE.
For these newromers to the GROPL scenez- ' ' ' )

GROPE has a reputation for printing stories with actual plots. I don't like six page
blow-by-biow accounts of sexual get-togethers. It must be an actual story containing
implicit or explicit scenes of turgid sex or having some other feature that makes it

GROFPISH rather than LOG INTRYISH or ALNITAHISH. Regular readers know what I mean! Humorous
stories are very welcome also, Ancther point: some of the sexlest stories I have read

have also been some of the most restrained. There is no need to go over the top in explicit
sexual descriptions (unless you really want tol). All fans have marvellous imaginations

and are perfectly eapable of filling in those parts that an author may be too reticent (or
have too much good taste) to describe explicitly. In other words I am looking for dirty
stories in falrly good taste! So, if you want to see another GROPE, start digging out those
hidden stories or get sharpening your pencils.... Probable title for the next issuc:-

THE BEDSIDE GROPE. Material to me as quickly as possible so I can get the accepted stories
1llustrated.

Send enquiries and/or submissions to Ann Looker, 41 Main St., Weston Turville, Aylesbury, . « °
Bucks, '

ALNITAH is a Trek fiction zine produced to high standards and fully offset and illustrated.
Issues available: ALNITAH 9 & 10 @ £1,00 each inc postage.
AINITAH 11 @ £1.25 ine, '
ALNITAH OMNIBUS (Matcrial reprinted from AINITAH 1-4) @ £1,25 inc,
ALl from' Mrs Joyce Cluett, 3 Antona (lose, Raunds, Wellingborough, Northants. KNG 6EA

CROPE FLASHBACK (Material reprinted from GROPE and MORE GROPE) @ £1.25 from Ann Looker,
41 Main Street, Weston Turville, Aylesbury, Bucks.

U.P.P. CON '80 CHRONICLES: PART ONE AND THWO

These zines are noW avallable at £1.25 per copy inclusive of post and packing. Both zines
contain photographs from U.F.P. Con 80 and also fiction and poetry entries from the
competitions., WARNING: PART ONE contains a nonwexpliclt K/S story. You may . buy at your
own descretion., Available from Janet Blowers, 24 Beccles Road, Bungay, Suffolk, NR35 1HZ
PHOTOGRAPHS ¢ We have many photos that were taken at the convention. All competitions
were photogrephed as Wwere the opening/closing cercmonies, guest spot and action. If you
send a description of the print you require (who is in it and when it was taken) we will
be able to tell you whether we have it. A S,A.H. must accompany any enquiry., Information
from and enquiries to:- Kim knight, 135 Grecnstoed Road, Loughten, Essex, IGLO 3DJ

THE BEST(?) OF IDIC: An ST/SF ‘'zine containing articles from the now unavailable fivst 4
issues, otories, poems, artwork, quizes etc. to make your mind bogglel! 50p + 20p p&p.

ALl orders to: Liz Newton, "Dellian”, Halton Station Reoad, Sutton Weaver, Runcorn, Cheshire,
NB. This has no connectlon with the U.S. ST ‘*zine called "IDIG"

WANTED: Artists for new X/S zine. Anyone interested in illustrating stories/poetry -
whether you have had work printed previously or not - please send an example of your
artwork to: Lee Owers, 23 Mailden Road, Stratford, London ELS 4%

NOCTURNE A new K/8 zine, Stories/poetry/illos by new and established authors and artists.
Due Summer '81l, Zine includes same-sex relationships and will not knowingly be sold to
anyone under 18, HAR for flyer when avallable to: Defiant Press, Lec Owers, 23 Maiden Rd.,
Stratfuid, London E15 HEZ,

CAPTAIN'S 10G 13 & 14 The usual mixture of general STAR TREK stories by various authors.
Price £1.25 each ($8.00 USA Alrmail). VWhen ordering please make Cheques/POs payable to
S. Billings, and order from Mrs $. Billings, 49 Southampton Road, Far-Cotton, Northampton,
NN4 9EA, England,

STARCLUSTER All profits to be donated to the official AUCON 81 charity, the British
Diabetic Association. Price £1.30 inc P&P from either Sylvia Billings (address above)
or Jenny Elson, 11 Woburn (Close, Wigston Magna, Leleester.

CALACTIC DISCOURSE - Laurie Huff is considering reprinting issues 1 & 2 of (Galactic Discourse
in the near future. Anyone interested in biying this please send SAR (or addressed envelope
and TRCs) as the price will depend on the number of coples printed. GD 3 stili available.
Lauriec Huff, 208 ¥, Crow, kureka, IL 61530, USA.
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SAURIAN BRANDY DIGEST - several issues still available. The most recent listed is No. 27,

a novel, 'House of Mirrored Faces' by Lynda Carraher. The hostility of Spockt's wife towards
the Captain is cbvious; a potentially explosive triangle threatens to tear apart the finest
copmand team in Starfleet, U.S. price, £7,00, Britain and Pacific, sond addressed envelope
and IRGs for prices., Sylvia Stancszyk, 1953 East 18th $t, Lrie, Pa 16510, USA.

B 10 2B 2 e

STAG CON *81

As mentioned in the last W/L, we are having an Interstellar Pet Exotica Competition, at
STAG Con '81.
(lasses of pet are -
Tribbles; Sehlats; ‘IDressed! pet; BExotic pet; Humorous pet; Pedigree (pedigree form
must show three genorations), '
The judges will be Dave 'The Alnitah Vet' Cluett, Robin 'Polymorph' Hill and A.N. Other.
The entry fee will be 20p for a single entry; 50p for three or nore.

Proceeds will go to GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND.
lLetails:
1) Pedigree must show parents, grandparents and great grandparents.
2) Entry forms will be avallable from Dave Cluett, 3 Antona Close, Raunds, Wellingborough,
Northants, after 1/1/81.
3) Enter at convention on Friday or Saturday.
L} Judging will take place on Saturday evening.
5) The pets will be displayed during Saturday and Sunday.
6) The pets should be collected by their owners during Sunday afternoon.
ull details on entry form.
Auction: auction forms are obtainable from Sylvisa Billings and should be reburned to Beth;
or you could list the items for sale and send the list to Beth.
Put your name and address (and phone number if you have one} at the top of the page; then
list all goods for sale by auction. Zines should be listed separately from other itenms,
Against each item put the reserve price (if you have one). Please enclose SASE with the.
auction list. No items will be accepted after March 31st 1981, and a commission of 1%
will be charged on all goods sold, Please bring all auction items to the con wrapped in
clear plastic with the lot numbers clearly visible.
Bookings are coming on steadily, and the Dragonara is almost fully bocked. They are out of
both single and twin rooms, although there are double ones left, so we will soon be using
the overflow hotel, although we are trying to get more rooms from the Dragonara. If you
hope to get a room at the Dragonmyra, you'd be better to register quickly,
Plans are all going smoothly and everything is coming on fine.

i e S A
CLUB UPDATE

WALTER KOENTG FAN SOCIHETY ~ new authorized club for walter. HMichelle Ward,
22098 River QOaks Dr. %A, Rocky River, OH 44116, U.5.A.

WILLIAM SHATNER FAN FELLOWSHIP P.O. Box 245, Hayward, California 94543, U.S.A., British
fans contact Sylvia Billings for info,

THE LEONARD NIMOY ASSOCIATION OF FANS - Miss Louise Stange, 4612 Denver Cowrt, lnglewood,
Ohio 45322, USA.

Qther Clube

GATHERING « (lub for Paul Darrow. Not an ‘'offieial fan club', more an information and
news service, run with Paul's permission and assistance. S.A.E. for details to: Ann Wigmore,
224, Harnall Lane East, Coventry, West Midlands, CV1 5A4J.

LIBERATOR POPULAR FRONT (Blakes 7) - 43 Brooksbank House, Retreat Place, London 59 6RN
HORIZON (Blakes 7) - 884 Thornton Avenue, Chiswick, London W4,

o e

GENE RODDENBIREY
jie are now able to give you an address vhore you cun write to Gene Roddenbexrry. The address
of his new office is 1600 N. Pairfax, Los angeles, Cd $0046, U.S.4.

e
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FRIENDSHTIP CORNER

This time there are a lot of people wanting to put messages in Friendship Corner so I'1ll
get down to the nitiy-gritty. Let's staxrt with the local group meetings.

KENT STAR TREK GROUP are having thelr Christmas party on December 2lst, all are welcome,
Just bring some food and er. . . 'liguid refreshment. Any one wishing to stay over
Saturday night should bring a sleeping bag, but I suggest you contact Wendy Downes first,
Wendy's address is 96b Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent, DA6 7DL.

BEDFORD AND DISTRICT STAR TREK GROUP are holding their Fancy Dress Christmas festivity on
21st December too. Cost will be about £2-£3 a head according to the arrangements to be
made, 1l.e. we haven't found a venue yet. All enguiries to Rat Dowsett, Top Flat,

177 Victoria Street, Cambridge.

U.S.5, FEDERATION are a technically minded bunch who would like to extend their membership
s0 that they can undertake some largish practical projects. If you're interested contact
‘Capt.' I.M, Pearse, 17 West CQLiff, Whitstable, Kent, Li5 1IW or 'dommander' Ray Memtab,
40 Glenpark Road, Forest Gate, London, E7 8BW.

PEN-PALS

Linda Hepden (who surname I kept forgetting) is a local Bedford grouper and is looking to
increase her correspondence, Linda likes 8.T., Blakes 7, most fantasy and S,F, also stamps,
history, needlework and long country walks. Her address is 53 Boxted Road, Hemel Hempstead,
Herts.

Dawid Burton is looking for friends in the Eastbourne area, I don't know how old David is _
but I've always found age irrelevant in fandom. David's address is 37 Green Way, Bastbourne, |
e Suss CXa

Carla gsalveta loves reading, travelling and Dr. McCoy, she is 28 years old and would like
to contact local fans and thoge more distant. Anycne in U.K., or the U.5.A. who would
like to contact Carla can reach her at this address:~ 52 Victoria Park, IDrive North,
Glasgow, G14 ONW.

Fiona Rule reckons she is in danger of being carted off to ¥lba IL - she is desparate to
meet fans in her area, which is Renfrew, specifically:- 1f Rannoch Irive, Renfrow, PAl 9AB

Lorraine Goodison is a Desperate female Marvelite and wishes to correspond with a likee
mninded idiot, that is someons who admires New X-men, Dr. Strange, S$tarlord and the work
of John Byrne, Lorraine lives at 7 Russell Street, Stanley, Perthshire,

Shirley Cowden is an ardent fan of *Mork and Mindy' and Hobin Williams and would l1like to
write to others, she would also like to meet with local fans. 8Shirley lives in Renfrewshire
at 71 Cathcart &t., Grecnock, PALS 1DE

Sarah Green is 15 years old and claims a zany sensc of humour, she would like to write to
a fan of about the same age who is planning to attend the Leonard Nimoy Con. in Mays
Write to 62 Malds Causeway, Cambridge, Cambs., CB5 80D.

Louise Boardilans a 20 year old legal secretaxry, she is interested in meeting 5.T. fans

in the (rewe, Cheshire area. ILouise likes Kirk, Chekov, 5.F, and films, also yoga, squash
and plants, (with hobbies like those why doesn't she like Sulu?) Louise lives at

3 Borrowdale Close, Wistanston, Crewe, (W2 8RZ.

Amy Kisil is an American fan who is eager for British pen-pals, she would like to contact
someonc in London and a Welsh fan, particularly a Welsh speaker, amy is learning Welsh.
As well as £,T. and Welsh amy likes Monty Python, Star Wars, Space 1999, Pern and
Darkover, Write tos Flat 9 up, 1377 West 80th &t., Cleveland, Ohio 44102, U,.S.A.

cyivia alleock would very much like to write to someone in the U.S.A. Sylvia is 35 and
single, her nobbies are S.F., reading and Music. Write tos 40 Home Farm koad, Fremington,
Nr. Barnstable, N. Devon EX31l 3DJ

Betty Turncr is interested voth in contacting a U.5. fan and local fans in her own area,
she 1is homo all day and can be telephoned at 01 359 1654, or write to; 11 Cross St.,
Islington, Loadon N,1, Thanks to Betty for her donation towards publishing costs.

Dawn Hamilton is interested in hearing from fans in Canada, Australia or New Zealand. Dawn
is between 16=18 years and would like to contact another teenager. As well as 8.T. she
is interested in stamps, write to: 10 Pine Close, Abronhill, Cumbernauld, Scotland.
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Paul Scott would like to here from anyone living in, or near worthing, willing to help form
a club/iocal group, and for ideas for mectings., Contact Paul at 186 South Farm Road,
Worthing, West Sussex, BNI1Y 7AY

Peter McQuire is 26 and an animal lover, His interosts include $.T., UFOs, books and
chess, he would like to correspond +vith anyone who has the same interests,. Jontact Poter
at 26 Palmer Place, Currie, Midlothian, EHIN 30N

Well that's all this times
Live long, prosper, be happy

Beth

A letter to the Iiford Group

I had hoped to get to the stage where I could stand up and say this to you face to faece but
I can't so I'm taking the easy way out. I just want to say thank you for the support you.
all gave me when I needed it so desperately; 1o Jean and Peter; Lee and Bob, and Iin who
were able 0 be with me, and to Linda, Heather and Sue, 2nd Sue 8. who would have been there
like a shot had T sald the word. Okay, so I -might have managed, somehow, without you but

it would have been a longer and far more painful process. I know you didn't expect this

and are probably muttering dire threats but I'l1l take my chances. Thank you,

Jean
R e wa  S BEAY
CONVENTIONS
STAR TREK ' CONVENTTONS
STAG CON '81 1lth/12th April 1981 Iragonara Hotel, Loeds
Guests - Susan Sackebtt & Rupert Evans Registration £8 per parson

Room rates £15 for a single room, per night, £18 per room per night for a twin or double.
Prices are inclusive of VAT but exclusive of breakfast, There.are toa/ coffee making
facilities in ecach room,

Info and registrabions: Sylvia Billings, 49 Southampton R, Far-Cotton, Northampton, N4 QHA.

AUCON '8l 28/29/30/31st august, 1981 De Vere Hotel, Coventry

Confirmed Guests Mark Lenard, Nichelle Nichols, George Takei, Grace Lee Whitney

All profiis to be donated to the British Diabetic Association.

9.A.E, to Janet Hunt, 5 Foxhunter Irive, Oadby, Leicester, LE2 S5FE

AUCON NOTICHE: GHORGE TAKEI has expressed an interest in a "jogging sesslon” around Coventry,
and would be most pleased if any of the conventlon membors would like to join himn. If any
of you are intercstoed, write to Jenny Elson, 11 Woburn (lose, Wigston Magna, Lelcoster. If
enough interest is shown, we can programme this event, (Note, George can run 10 km in

45 minutes!) :

Also, GRACE LEE WHITNEY wants willing volunteers to disco-roller skate with her, Volunteers,
write to Jenny!

;u%%x«&ixyxxxkkkaxxxxxxxxxkxx
= R s S vy

OTHER CORVIENTIONS

LEONARD NINMOY CONVENTION May 30-31st, 1981 Hest Lendon ) '
Please write to Carol Davies, 77 The Ridings, Ealing, London, W5 3DP for details and
registration form.

STARCON 19th/2Cth Sept. 1981 ST & Media SF Dragonara Hotel Leeds
Targe SAR to Starcon, Mike Wild, 98 Toxteth St., Higher Openshaw, Manchester, M1l 1EZ
FANDERSON CON *81 (Gerry Anderson) 28/29th Maxch, 1981 Dragonara Hotel, Leeds

Contacts Pamcie Barnes, 88 Thornton Ave., Chiswick, London, W4 1QQ

THE TEAL-VANDOR CONVENTION  May 2nd, 1981 Conway Hall, Red Iion Square, London WCL
This 18 a one-uny BLAKLG SEVEN Convention organised jointly by the Liberator Popular Front
and Hoxizon, the country's two largest B7 clubs. Registration £3 till end of Januaxry then
£5. A1l enquiries tos Jill Me(aul, 34 Greenwood (losec, Norden, Surrey.

A




15

TRIVIA

WERKEND ECHO August 16/17 had a competition to win a Galaxy Invader game, The competition
was for under 16s and they had to identify pictures of Kirk, Spock, Hans Solo and Chewbacca.

On August 6th a medical programme was shown on TV showing the treatment of sclorosis (a
skin complaint). The patients strip, enter a cubicle, where they stand having ultra-violet
lights shone upon them, When asked what he thought about the tresiment one patient said,
"It's like something out of STAR TREK, like you're going to beam down somewhere.!

info Karem Humphries

SD 8008,15 A strange thing happened here in Agadir, Morroceco last night... I was lying

in bed reading ST-TMP - the novel (once again) when I heard strange, distant music whafping
through the room... The original Themes!! I must confess I thought « "this is it - I've
finally flipped!" But Lo! on racing around the hotel I found a strange Arab doing magilc
tricks to this music! How 0dd! Lee Sullivan

Thanks, Lee., Does anyone else have any interested happenings to tell us about?

PSI-TREK ~ a computer game based on STAR TREK which has been made cspeclally to test psionic
ability. It was mentioned on sngela Rippon's Report on September 10th. The idea is that
there are 4 quadrents and you have to guese which quadrant the Klingons will attack from,

In theory you should be able to guess right 25% of the time, It is a pity they played the
STAR WARS music over rather that the music from ST or ST-THP.

On the BBC August 1O0th there was a programme on Peter Skellem in which he sapng a dunb song
called "My Ideal Home", In one verse he complained of being home two hours or so before
being notieed by his wife, and then she thought he was "just like Spock materialising."
(How come it's always Spock, poor guy?) Iinda Hepden

FINANCIAL TIMIS Sept 4th had an advert for a photo-copler by Cannon. In the advert was a
photo of a guy nade up like Spock. There was no reference to ST, MNMargaret Boardian.

Here's -a humourocus little message which my sister wrote on a postal communications card
as she had her telephone number changed; "Please note from, Stardate; 8009,10 please
adjust your communicator to the following setting. Over and out. Spock." When I saw the
postman that morning he said, "Is Lt. Uhura in?" and I said, "No - but Bones is,"™ which
happens to be our landlady's namc. He walled away giving me a quizzical look. Susan West

DAILY EXPRESS Sept Hth., an article about lasers showed the lnterprise and called it a
'lasership". ' They also said, "at last, it scoems, scicnce has caught up with sclence
fiction. Man has boldly gone where no” other had before, And the *'final frontier' is
pretty frightening.” David Burten

There was a news report in the MORNING STAR on July lst about a campaign building up to
stop the breaking up of ILEA (Irmer London Education Authority), Various groups had been
formed to Fight against the breakup - "Among these was the School Parents of Chelsea and
Kensington (SPOCK)" !! David Coote,

It appears that, unlike Quantas, laker are showing ST-THP as an in-flight movie. Chris
Brettall tells ue that it was belng shown on the New York flight on June 2lst. Unfortunately
Chris and her husband were going to Los Angeles and had to make do with THE COALMINERS
DAUGHTER .

There are two new attractions at Blackpool this year.at the pleasure beach., The JOURNEY
INTO SPACE planetarium which used the ST-THP theme at the end of the Show and a haix
raising new ride called the STARSHIP ENTERPRISIL. Derek Gray says hiw kuuckles were pure
white when he got off, : .

STANPS Oct '80 - "A Philatelic Star Trek". Star Trok is Mentiqned in an article about
'Interplanctary’ postage stamps which were brought out in 1953 and. depicted Dan Dare
and his friends. The stamps were given away with the comig, E@gle."(info Andrew Donkin)
STAR TREK is aefinitely becoming part of the languége - one of our cleaners pointed out
to me this weck that in the serial in Women - of all places! - an office was referred to
(trice!) as looking like "the bridge of the Starship interprise. Valerie

In B.A. Robertson's single "Flight 19" the last couple of lines are “If it happencd a few
years later, we would have sent them Kirk and Spock."  John Kilbride

THAMES TV are running a Holster Laga commercisl which includes, "to boldly drink where no
man has drunk before..." It is set on the Moon., Alison Hopkins

bbbt
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"A TALE OF TWO CITIES" by Lee Owers
A comparison of the Ellison and shooting scripts for "The Gity on the BEdge of Forever".

I could begin by saying that this article concerns two 'Star Trek' scripts but I an afraid
that would not be accurate. Perhaps the pun in the above heading may be forgiven if one
considers that, in fact, what we face here are two creations literally 'worlds apart' in
plot~line, characterisation and concept. It is true that they bear the same title, and that
some characters names are common +to both tut there, in all significant respects, the
similarity ends. :

Harlan Fllison has complained = loudly and bitterly = of the itxeatment his original script
for 'City' recelived. He claims that '.,.unnamed parties leeched the humanity from the story
««.turned it into Jjust another melodramstic, implausible action-adventure hour.' I beg to
differ. What emerged after rewrites was a STAR TREX script - a story which remained true to
the literary guidelines set down for all Trek scriptwriters, true to the basic principles of
the lead characters and to the laws and limitations of their environment. I would contest
that 1t is Ellison's script which is melodramitic, implausible and - with regard to one
character in particular - lacking in humanity. In the hands of Mr. Ellison, the Trek universe
and its characters underwent a drastic change in perspective, resulting in a piece of liter—
ature which bears little resemblance to what the fen recognise as 'Star Trek', as established
by earlier episodes and evidenced in later ones. I'm not quite sure who or what Ellison is
writing about, but it sure as hell isn't the Enterprise, Kirk anl Spockl

Many of the major differences between the two scripts lie in their plot~lines, although only
a few are quoted here. In Ellison's version, the drastic change in the course of history is
not brought about by McCoy, but by a character called Beckwith. Beckwith is s power-crazed
drug-pusher, who attempts to induce a weak-willed junkie crewman (LeBeque) to help in the next
in his series of planetfall plunderings. LeBeque almost succeeds in blowing up the Enterprise
by being 'high' on bridge duty and decides he's had enough. Well - what's a man to do?
Beckwith kills him, of course, and makes off through the vortex. Just the stuff starship
crewmen are made of, these two. Desplte all the stringent psychological scans, we still get
pushers and junkies in the crew - and McCoy doesn't notice, either.

50, to the planet, and the next major discrepancy. In Ellison's versicn, we are introduced
to the Guardians of Forever = nine feet tall old men in long white robes who *do not move
ever' (and then proceed to do so several pages later). Now that's what I call a melodramatic
devices Isn't it far more feasible that this long~dead super—civilisation would create a
machine, complete in itself, to guaxd time, rather than a row of latter-day Merlins—cum=
Old-Father-Times? This is sclence fiction, not a falry tale.

Soon after, we are faced with a rather striking anomaly. It is established by the Guardians
that, out51de the 'sphere of influence' of the vortex (presumably a limited area of the
planet's surface) the rest of the universe has undergone a dramatic change. It stands to
reason, then, that the landing-party only exist inside that sphere of influence. And yst they
beam up to a veseel which, one supposes, is S the 'new' universe's equivalent of the BEnterprise.
Instead of simply winking out of existence as they should, our people confront a crew of
renegades and the two groups of men from parallel existences set about killing one another in
an all-out fight. Even if it were plausible that they meet at all, I wonder how their mutual
destruction might influence the future? In the shooting script, the problem was neatly
solved, The landing party don't go anywhere, because there isn't anywhere to go. They exist
only in the 'dead zone' of the Guardian, and unless Time ls realigned, they will remain there.

Kirk and Spock must go back through Time and txy to-undo the damage -~ if they are successful,
all will be as it was. But wait a minute - in Ellison's version one of the Guardians tells us
that Beckwith will be drawn to the 'focal point' in Time (Edith Keeler). The Guardian then
says 'If he influences it, nothing can restore the shape of the past.' There 1s an interest-
ing problem here. He had already influenced it « the universe is changed, the renegades exist
-~ what's the point of Kirk and Spock going back through Time when there is nothing to be done?
Ah, well = on with the story...

Whereas, in the shooting script, it was presumed that Kirk and Spock were intelligent enough
to get on with the job and solve their own problems, Ellison seems to thing they need a little
help. fThe Guardians therofore proceed to give them a series of oryptic (and as it turns out,
rather simplistic) clues. ‘He will seek that which must die, and give it life. Stop hin.'
'Blue it will be. Blue as the sky of 01d Earth and c¢lear as the truth. And the sun will

burn on it, and there is the key.' Sounds poetic, doesn't it? We are brought down to earth
again when we realise it is Edith's blue cloak and sunburst pin they are talking about, and
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she's standing by a large placard that reads Keeler. Of course, it takes out super-gharp Mr.
Spock to work out this complex riddle, but we do have a volce—over of the Guard.an repeating
its worxds, to make sure we get the point. To be blunt, this is a clumsy and totally unnec-
essary dramatic device. It smacks of cliche and i1t certainly doesn't credit the viewing
public with much intelligence, to say nothing of Kirk and Spock.

Once back in the 1930s, the itwo scripts differ mainly in the realm of characterisation ~
vhich is a separate point for discussion - but there are some interesting changes in plot
and not a few blatant factual inaccuracies in the Ellison version. It is a janitor who
arranges work for Kirk and Spock in Ellison's script, while Edith remains a much more det~
ached character. She does not run a mission but is a street-corner orator who Belongs to a
Salvation Army type organisation. This means the meeting of Kirk and Edith becomes very
contrived, and that Spock remains in the background for much of the time. Scenes such as the
one where Bdith states that Spock belongs by Kirk's side do nct exist, and there is no
three~way character interplay. :

Spock ends up washing dishes in a restaurant and makes no attempt to construct a device that
might aild their quest. We see none of the tricorder readings of Hdith's dual future which,
in the shooting script, provide positive proof of her significance. In Ellison's work, it

is left to Spock to pull the theory out of thin alr. He guesses that her continued existence
will delay the entry of the USA into World War 2, and that she must die to prevent it. I'd
say that was a pretty accurate guess even for a Vulecan - do you think he read the script
beforehand? Kirk and Spock simply have no solid information upon which to act. How can they |
be sure she has to dle? And if Kirk lovés her, how could he bhelieve Spock without some proofy |

Later in Ellison's story, Beckwith arrives on the scene. Xirk and Spock are waiting for him,
knowing the precise instant when he will appear. One wonders why, if they could time it so
accurately, they needed to arrive so early themselves? A fight ensues, in which Beckwlth
defeats Spock. There is a similar encounter later in the story where the Human again emerges
the victor. $o much for Vulcan strength. In oxder to trace the elusive Beckwith, Fllison
introduces the character of 'Trooper'. He is a legless war-cripple who provides information
for a couple of dollars. He doesn't seem too worried why Kirk wants the man, only about
getting his payoff. Xirk trusts him because 'he fought at Verdun'. Only after Trooper
suddenly turns hero and dies saving Kirk from Beckwlth's phaser rifle blast (where'd the
phaser come from anyway?) deces Kirk ask Spock where Verdun is., And T always thought Kirk
was the expert on military history.

Perhaps Eilison should have concentrated a little more on factual accuracy. Add o the
above faux=pas that, during the course of his tale, Spock bleeds yellow, XKirk g iotes the
Enterprise contingent as 539, Spock says of the violent 1930s 'My race never had this',
(What happened to pre~Reforn Vulcan?) and Kirk says to Spock 'Since when did you become a
telepath?' - and what emerges is a writer who hasn't done his homework.

As if all this isn't bad enough, I'd like to say a few things about Ellison's characterisat-
ion techmiques. I think most fen would agree that it is the people who make Trek what it is,
and this is the area in which Ellison fails most miserably. I find it hard to believe thet
anyone reading his 'City' script could see anything but thy occasional glimpses of the true
Kirk and Spock. The instances of misinterpretation are too numerous to note and so only
those I consider to he the worst are mentioned here.

Firsly, "let's look at Spock. During the bridge scene in which LeBeque nearly destroys the
Enterprise, Spock's first words are directed as 'urgent but Spock~-ish'. Fardon me if I
cringe. Then he becomes 'as coldly furious as an alien without emotion can get'. Not only
is this a contradiction in terms but it is a statement totally lacking in preception of the
Vulcan race. They are not without emotion - far from it - but a volatile race who, in
order to survive their own vielence, have learmned to control and suppress thelir emotions
through the pursult of logic. Spock has been aware of LeBeque's strange behaviour for two
hours, yet he has done nothing. Firstly, he would never endanger the rest ~f the crew by
allowing an unfit person to remain on duty. Secondly, he is compassionate enough to inter-
vene for the man's own welfare. '

It 1s after the passage through the vortex that Spock's character seems to alter even more
drastically. His first words are, '"Is this the heritagze Barthmen brag about? This sickness?:
and he proceeds throughout the story to berate Old Earth and its people, 'Try to tell me
Farthmen uplifted my race. Tell me that, and use Beckwith as an example of nobility.' How
can this be Spock talking? He himself is half-Human, anl fully aware that he shares this
heritage. In any case, he might find the barbarism distasteful, tut he would accept it as
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the basis from which the Earth of his own time grew, Just as he accepts Vylcan's savage past.
And aside from logical concerns, I find it hard to believe that he would openly insult Kirk
in this manner - he would have toc much respect for Kirk's feelings. In the end, Ellison
drives the twe to squabbling over the point, culminating in Spock's petulant line 'I won't
fight with you.' And when Kirk takes off to find some clothes to disguise Spock, the latter
remarks 'See if you can locate a ring to go through my nose's Quite so. I always knew they
were immature. .

There is a strange ambivalence in Spock's attitude towards Kirk's feelings for Edith in the
Ellison script. While she lives, he continually criticises Kirk's attitude, admonishing him
for complicating thelr task by becoming involved. When Xirk denles that accusation, Spock
replies, "Captain, fooling me is simple. Just glve me the order, I'1ll change my opinion.’
This is unnecessarily sarcastic and unsympathetic. It shows none of the warmth and under-
standing that exists between the two characters in pre-City episodes. Spock would warn Xirk
of the dangers - as he does in the shooting script - but he would also be concerned for Kirk
himself. ¥nowing that Edith must die, he would see that Kirk is likely to be badly hurt by
this experience. Yet in the face of Kirk's anguish, Ellison's Spock can only come up with
lines like 'Are they still alive in the transporter chamber, Captain?' This particular

scene culminates in Spock denying that he can feel *'the pains and pleasures of love' &nd stat-
ing that he is only concerned with 'saving the lives of the ones who trusted us'. If Kirk is
not, it is Ellison's fault, but, nevertheless, Spock seems completely devoid of compassion for
his Captain, which is hardly characteristic of him. In fact, he's acting so out of character
that he's even contemplating killing Edith himself, if necessary.

After Edith's death, Spock undergoes a radical change. Gone is the unfeeling, critical
character we have come to know and hate; instead we are faced with a very intimate scene in
Kirk's quarters, where Spock tries to comfort Kirk. It's the sort of scene I would have liked
to see as a tag on the aired version, Ttut there are two problems. Firstly, as part of
Ellison's script, it is unacceptable. We have seen no previous indication of sympathy from
Spock - and the change is far too sudden to be feasible., Secondly, Spock's speech here is the
stuff fan fiction is made of = not aired Trek. To be realistec, I cannot see the character

as presented on TV waxing poetical about '...the sound of silver birds against the sky' or
asking xirk to ‘Come with me for a rest.' Nice = tut too nice! '

In summing up Ellison's gpock, I would single ocut one action which demonstrates his lack of
understanding of the character. That is - Spock intervenes and prevents Beckwith from saving
Edith's 1life. I cannot accept that he would do this. If Kirk chose to sacrifice everything
for love, Spock would not prevent him. He would abide by Kirk's decision and support him in
it, whatever the consequences. How many times has it been shown that Spock is willing to
risk everything out of loyalty to his Captain? That is the essence of thelr relationship.

When considering the character of Kirk, one has to admit that BEllison succeeded in his desire
to change the man completely. I would, however, argue in what manncr. Bllison believes he
'vastly deepened the one-dimensional character of Kirkethe-rock-jawed'. It is my opinion that
he took a mature, responsible and compassionate character and turned him into a weak-willed
adolescent, totally lacking in the gualities demanded of a starship captiin.

As soon as Kirk beams down to the Guardian's planet, he begins to be described as 'dreamy...
full of absolute, all-consuming wonder'. It makes me wonder where his no=nonsense command
image went. When presented with the vortex, he 'leans forward almost like a child', eyes full
of 'delight, amazement...confusion'. In fact, Kirk scems totally overawed by the situation,
and oblivious to his duties. How can a man who has experienced so many unusual things sudden=~
1y be at such a loss? Ellison plays him like a kindergarten candidate. The mood continues
when Kirk is faced with the renegades. His expression is one of 'fear and bewllderment' and
he 1s given to such blinding moments of insight as 'This isn't the Enterprise any more.'

Once in the past, ¥Kirk, too, takes to sguabbling like a petulant child but this preoccupation
is quickly overshadowed by his meeting Edith. Instead of the discexning, experienced Xirk of
the shooting script, we have a man capable of such comments as 'She seems such a pleasant
girl'. Kirk handles their first meeting with all prowess of a gauche teenager. 'I wanted to
say hello.' He's nervous, grinning, totally at a loss to handle the situation. Thelr entire
conversation could Biye been lifted from an adolescent magazine.

Throughout the scene in Ellison's script where Kirk discusses Edith with Spock, he is pres-
ented as being totally blind to his responsibilities, to reality =~ he thinks only in terms of
her, how he feels about her. No matter how deeply wirk felt about someone, he would never
forget his duty. This interpretation of his character makes nonsense of his ever achieving



19

command rank. Hllison has Kirk denying his feelings to Spock at one point — something he
would never do; he would at least be honest about them and look to Spock for help. BEven
when he talks about his relationship with Edith it is in a very immaturce manner - 'She knows,
Mr. Spock. She understands - everything!' He even talks about bringing her back to their
own time. The true Kirk would know that was impossible. BEven 1f there were a place iIn his
life for such a relationship, she could never hope to fit in. FEven faced with the knowledge
that Bdith must die, Ellison's Kirk backs away from the truth, saying to Spock, 'I don't
want to think about it. Leave me alone.' Contrast this to the Kirk of the shooting script
~ a goftly murmured, 'No.*, an admission of his love for her, but he never denies the truth
-~ that Bdith must die, whatever the personal cost, *

In Fllison's seript, Kirk allows Edith to fall down a flight of stairs yet, at the end, he
would let her live. This is a complete reversal of the shooting script, and of Kirk's true
character. He must know at this point that, with Beckwith =till to arrive, it isn't yet
time for Edith to die. 8o what is the point of letting her fall? It makes a nice dramatic
tableau, but it says nothing for Kirk's reasoning. The studio version gives us a further
insight into xirk's suffering for, in saving Bdith from falling, he sees even more clearly
Just how difficult his final decision is going to be.

Ellison's Kirk has no rapport with his Spock = he is lost to everything but his love. He is
no longer an officer in Starfleet. He is no longer a man who would put duty above personal
happiness. He cannot get through to Spock at all - 'You don't understand...I can't let her
die! I can't!' This complete betrayal of all his principles leads Ellison's Kirk to the
climactic scene, where he sees Beckwith about to save Edith from the trvekw and fails to stop
him. The script reads 'He cannot stop Beckwith. He will sacrifice everything for her.'

At that moment, anything of the true Kirk died in this character. He will never be the same
= not because of his loss, as in the shooting script, but because his own actions will
defeat him. Even in failure, the knowledge remains that he was willing to sacrifice billions
of lives for his own happiness, and, 1f he has any integrity left, that knowledge must
eventually destroy him. The true Kirk will overcome his grief because he has to - because
he is aware of his responsibilities (which are, after all, the reason he gave up his love) =
and because he knows that his declsion was the right one, the only one he could have lived
with. His integrity has been tested to the limit, end he has survived., He has a reason to
go on living.

I am aware that this review has been severely critical of Harlan Ellisont's work, tut I offer
no apology for I believe the criticlsm to be justified. Inm truth, there is little about his
script that I can tolerate oxr find acceptable if it is to ke regarded as a serious attempt at
writing 'Star Trek' material. It is unrealistic to set out to write a script for a TV show
with well-established characteristics, choose to ignore these entirely, and then to complain
that one's original efforts have been altered to 'fit the mould'. It is a successful and
popular mould, and of course divergent concepts will be adapted. I evexry writer for Trek
had been given a free reln, we would have had a different character ilaterpretation each week,
a new technology = and no contimuity or growth whatsocever. There would be 1little point in
continuing the series under those conditions. Whatever one's opinion on Ellison's writing
ability, it is obvious that he is +too individualistic to be suited to series writing.

Por what it is worth, it is my opinion that, even if Elliscn had followed the guidelines,
the result would have been the same. He does not understand STAR TREK ~ its people, its

noods, its vislons. Ellison could not create the reality, because he does not believe in
the dream. '

i e M
CARD EXCHANGE

I was recently able to pick up some more boxes of Topps bubble gum, so I now have a feow more
complete sets of these cards, and most of the others as singles. Lyons Mald and Weetabix
cards can also be exchanged on a one-~for-one basis, If any of you weould like to collect
thaese cards, but cannot buy the products, send me an SAR with your requirements, and I'11
let you know If I can help.

We intend to close the exchange with the February newsletter, so if any of you are in the
middle of collecting cards, but don't have enough duplicates to exchange, contact me and
I'11l arrange to hold back the caxds you need.

411 enquiries to me - Valerie,

UM
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STAG STORY POLICY

We received a fair number of comments on this, especlally with regard to the death story
theme. The comments seem to be falrly evenly divided between agreelng with us and disagree-
ing - with various degrees of intensity.
Bay Dowsett ~ The whole point of Jonathan Butterworth's remarks and sheila Glark's reply,
Surely, is, What is Star Trek?:
Now Star Trek is lots of things; to some it is the Enterprise herself, to some it is the
actors, to some the characters, to others (and this is the category I gersonally come under)
it is ANYTHING in Gene Roddenberry's universe.s.
Whilst T am the first to agree that it is the prerogative of the editorial staff of STAG to
print material they choose, I do challenge thelr views and tend to agree with Jonathan. To
run a continuous series, obviocusly you cannot 'kill off* the central characters, but we
amateur zine writers are writing about the SI' universe, and in this universe, death, as
unpleasant as it may be, happens! And is it logical to kill off half the Security Section
of the Enterprise and not have a situation in the future where a major character is killed?
The same applies to the ST universe -~ surely ST fans are not so narrow-minded as to deny
the existence of all the remainder of Starfleet, of Klingons, Romulans, Organians, Deltans,
Vulcans etcs It is rather like saying the Navy of the Napoleonic era was 'Nelson and the
HMS Vietory's he was merely the most famous = as with Klrk and the Enterprise. (To Judge
from most school history books, it was! Editor)
You (Shella) say that you believe that ST is the Enterprise and her crew. Fair enough - tut
take for example 'Star Trek = Spaceflight Chronology' = would you say that because the
Enterprise only appears on two pages, the rest of the book is not ST? If so, then as a
Human, I find it 1lloglcal - I don't need to be Vulcan. It's all Star Trek to mel
I feel ST fandom is almost in two separate parts, but whilst I will concede people who think
as I do may be in the minority, there nevertheless are pe~ple whose vislon of ST is not
restricted to the Enterprise and her crew. We like the Enterprise, we like K/S/M stories,
but we also like getting away from *the bilg three' and to explore other ships, other char-
acters. Myself, and more people than you may believe, agree with Jonathan, have enough
‘vision to 'see' the whole wonder of the ST universe and not be blinkered into accepting
'official’ policy. Whilst we are happy enough to accept that some ST fans are only inter-
ested in Bnterprlse stories and don't want thelr herces killed, please don't deny those of
us with broader visions to still love ST as we see it.
Personally I believe that you should print __xrstory you consider good enough prov1ded it is
within the basis of the ST universe = then it is ST!
(In fact, I do not think of the Spacefllght Chronology as Star Trek. In my opinion it is
a personal speculation by the writer on how spaceflight might be developed between now
and the 23rd century, and which has taken the labour-saving device of using some Star .
Trek in it. Maybe I'm just being cynical, btut there is also the unhappy fact that he
would realise that by calling it Star Trek he would find a publisher for it while as
purely speculative SF it might not have sold at all. The Technical Manual is fan spec-
ulation, 8o are the Enterprise blueprints. None of these was approved by Gene Rodden=—
berry's offlce even although they were professionally published. They're useful to save
a writer the effort of working out something for him/herself, but anyone's speculation
is as valid. And I call anything that is about aspects of the ST universe that were not
developed in alred Tyek SF. There is room in fandom for a zine that is SF - based on
the UFP universe if you like = but as soon as you write stories that have as characters
only characters of your own invention, and ships that are of your own invention, you are
wrilting original séience fiction, oven if you have used Gene's UFP universe as a starting
point. Zines and fan fiction have been around for over ten years now; it's not by
chance that almost all devote themselves to the Enterprise and her crew, and the ones
that have diversified have done so by means of other media SFy rather than by exploring
other aspoects of the UFP universe. We appreciate the views of those who want to explore
the Klingons (there are one or two zines devoted to them), the Romulans, or whatever;
we don't deny you the right to consider them part of the ST universe that is worth
developing in fiction; please grant us the right of thinking these to be Trek-based
science fiction. And if you don't agree with us, why not put out your own 2zine? There's
roon for all of us. Sheila.)
Bdward Laurence = I would like to comment on your 'no death' policy, and on fan writing in

general. I think it true to say that the only *real' STAR TREK is the work of Gene Rodden-—
berry. That is to say, 79 televised shows and one film. Of. course, Gene did not write many
episodes, but the series was cssentially his conception = and as hard as it might be for
some pecple to believe, fan fiction is not. It is merely an imitation. Of course, some of
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- the fan stories are excellent. Some are even better than some of the episodess They remain,
nevertheless, imitators; sometimes good and sometimes not. If we are to accept this fact,
why do we bother to read zines?...The answer, I think, 1s that fan stories are all good,
enjoyable entertainment, and as such need be bound by restrictions or limitations,.. It is
merely a thesis, if you like, and if treated intelligently, o very entertaining one - which
finally brings me to your editorial policies. You are a STAR TREK based organlsation, and
as such are quite reasonable in insisting on Trek based stories. However, in my cpinion,
that is as far as it should go. Anything could happen, hecause one property of fan fiction.
is that it need not have continuity. ) .

STAG should remain (or rather change to) a club whose functions are to inform Trek fans
about news concerning the series, and, most importantly, to act as a means by which a member
may express ldeas freely to fellow members, in whatever form that might take, Remember

that STAG is essentially its members zud as such should be representative of each and every
one. -

(We rather thought we did encourage members to exchange views fxeely! That is, after all,
what the N/L is for. - We may not agree with a members views, but we will defend his right
to express them. Sheila)

Crystal Ann Taylor ~ I want to comment about something in the last N/L. While I know the
Trustration of trying to get something in print that runs counter to accepted viewpoints
and you can almost feel a hidden censorship in that frustration, there are a lot of zines
that publish so much stuff that is elther peripheral to my interests or totally outside them
that I find myself paying more and more for less and less. I'm glad that I can pick up LE
and know it's about the Enterprise and there are no death stories. I used to read every-
thing, 2ll universes, about Vulcans, Andorians etc, everything - even an SF stoxy thrown in.
But T don't have that kind of time now. If a story doesn't have a familiax name in it, I
vaxely scan it, if at all. If it's truly interesting I might read it, but the reason I buy
ST fanzines is to read about the Enterprise #nl crew. I'm rarely interested in someone
else's concept of the ST universe unless they are dealing with some really meaty topic like
values, society, customs, etecs I realise that this is prejudiced but it is a prejudice
based on lack of time and interest. I may like to read about the dragons. of Pern, but I
don't care to do s0 in my ST ziness; thus I1'd be even less likely to want to vead about the
dragons of Berengaria unless 1t's how they relate to the Enterpriss.

Death storles are a whole different bag. For one, I'm tired of them. They've been done and
done, pull the heartstrings etc. It'S an easy way to move people. Everyone is sad when a
hero dies. I've never understcod the sense of printing death stories for entertainment.

Ch, I know all about the catharsis of dears and I know it+8 a part of life, but I guess I
don't need the tears and it's a part of life I don't care to dwell on. I'd rather read
about our heroves overcoming things, even being caught in tragedy ~ as long as they can
survive it. '

I don't read ST to cry, but to be uplifted. and death stories are depressing., And if the
story is really written well, the devastation could last for a long time. )

Jav Felton = If you want to set 1limits on what you print, you're perfectly entitled to do so,

However T do agree with Jonathan that ST fans should be willing to read any stories set in
the ST universe, not just ones about the Enterprise. Fan fiction is supposed to explore the
creations of people llke Gene Roddenberry. 1 would suggest that simes full of aotion/

adventure, get-‘'em, relationship, Mary Sue stories just about the Enterprise and her crew
are about as exploratory as catching the bus to work every morxning. While such stories may
be well-written and enjoyable to read, surely fans would appreciate some more original
fiction? ‘

I think it's past time we had more fan stories about different aspects of the ST universe.
I'm sure there are such storles out there: 1if so, I'd be very interested in publishing
thems I've thought for some time about doing a zine but was locking for a different kind of
slant for the contents. Now it seems clear that the kind of contritutions I'm after would
bte stories (and of course poetry and please, artwork) about the other ships in Starfleet,
the lingons, the Romulans, Andorians, eto, the impact of the Federation on alien cultures =
anything at all, in fact, within the ST universe, The accepting or rejecting of stories will
be based on how well they're written and the new ideas they contain (if that sounds a bit
heavy, don't worry ~ I'm not looking for a British version of Kraith, Just some original
aspects of the UFP universe.) There must be plenty of fans who'd like to read such a zine,
so 1f T get enough contributions I'1l try putting one together. DPlease send to me, Miss

J. Felton, 40 Woodstock Road, Coventry, CV3 5HQ. Send an SAE if you want the Ms returned,
and most important — keep a copy for yourself, just in case. We all know how good the GPO
ig at losing things.
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Sue Stuart = First of all, Jonathan Butterworth made a mistake in submitiing a story that
went against the openly stated editorial policy., If his story is as good as he seems to
think, he could easily have submitted 1t elsewhere. STAG 1ls not the only market, and I'nm
sure you get more stories sent in than you can ever hope to use. Most zine editoxs do.
This accepted, the question is 'should the STAG editorial policy be changed?' With repard
to death stories, I think the gquestion really should be whether the death of a favourite
character 1s integral to the story, or whether it's been put in forx purposes of gratuitous
wallowing in the suffering of others. I have seen death stories which were extremely well-
written and although they hurt, they were so constructed that death was not seen as an end,
but as a beginning. This is is also a point to be noted, not from any religlous angle, but
- becanse it makes the whole thing egrler to accept.
It's not death itself that is the taboc hers, btut wallow1ng in death. Those people whe are
upset by the ficticnalised death of a character (and lands sakes, people, Kirk, Spock ete
don't really exist, you know!) are just as likely to be upset by serious injury to one or
another, even when they know he'll recover in the last few pages. This is hedging your
betsy, guys. It makes for unexciting-fiction when you know your characters can't actually
buy it. '
Now I'm not saying that a any. story, no matter what its content, should te prlnted if it's
well=written. What I'm saying is that possibly you could think of making the 'no death'
rule less absolute. Please consider bending the rules occasicmally for stories thﬂt are
good enocugh and don't make a Victorian melodrama out of death.
Devid Coote =~ To me, Star Trek,is not Just the Enterprise and her cxew. Because of our love
for the shlp and the crew they do, however, form the major part and that will be reflected
in an overwhelming majority of fanzine stories -~ but an occasional foray outside would surely
be of benefit.
Likewise, I don't believe any fan writer would *kill off' any of the major characters or,
indeed, any of the 'expendable' Security people, just for the hell of it - it has to be an
important parxt of the plot. If this is the case then I don't see why STAG won't print such
stories = leaving the normal editorial control as to whether a story is good enough or not.
If all that is required is a 'happy' ending then I believe just as happy an ending can be
written on the basis of the remaining character(s) coming to terms with thelr grief and loss
- Just as we have to in the real world. Star Trek is an 1deallst10 1look at a possible
future but it should not be total escapism.
(A ot of death stories seem to exist for no other reason but to explore the grief of
those left behind - just as a lot of Mary Sue stories are written just so the writer can
put down on paper her own personal fantasies regarding Kirk, Spock or whoover; with
nelther kind actually going anywhere. Sheila.)
Cory Xing =~ A polnt regarding your editorial policy = any story in which the main characters
ie has 1o be an 'alternate universe' stoxry or else set at some point after the V'ger
episode, since we know that none of them was killed/died during the 5~year mission or the
2% = 3 years following it.
Chrlstlna Wright - I disagree with the rule that allows no main character to die. T have
read a great many stories in which the main character dies which left a sad ending tut a
hopeful one. Often, the fact that the other characters get aling without the deceased,.
coping with their grief; is a 'happy' ending in itself.
T also believe that scx should not only occur between married couples. DO you not think
that this is applying our own standards when they will most probably not apply 1n the
twenty-third century?
(If scx cnly occurred between married couples there would be a lot less VD around! I'm
afraid I'm old-fashioned enough to believe strongly in sexual fldellty/monobamy, and that
sex should only occur whore the participants at least believe they have a permanent '
relationship. I'm completely opposed to sleeping around {J.z men or women) or to sleeplig
with someone simply to gratify a passing physical attraction. I'm not willing to print
any sex~based story unless the scene is gssential to the development of the story, and
even-then I'm not willing to print anything explicit. I would hope that by the twenty-
third century, everybody would have learned sexual responsibility, however. Sheila.)
Doreen DaBinett - In the Stap Trek #ines that I put out, whether general or otherwise, I will
not as a matter of principle and editorial policy print a 'death of main character! story.
The basic reason for this is quite simple. I feel that death, because it is part of our
lives, is not something most fans want to read about in fiction. Our herces are above
mortal death, they will always live to fight ansther day...beshies which I feel thers are
enough Zines catering for this rather morbid tople without another,
I will not print Mary=-sues either.
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Therese Holmes ~ I can see the sense of having some soxt of policy on general issues as
this makes for a coherent whole. However, your 'no death' clause has always puzzled me.
Surely, every fan story is in a sense an Alternate Universe story, and nothing that happens
to the characters therein affects in any way the 'real' characters of the Roddenberry
universe. It's jJust a fan writer saying 'What if...' and procesding to resolve the guestion.
Occasionally that resolution involves the death of a major character; but that isn't the
death of Star Trek. One of the beauties of fan writing is that the characters are endlessly
recyclable, A more serious point is your own position as editor. At the moment, when I
read a story in LE in which Xirk or Spock or whoever is supposedly dead, I Jjust sigh wist~
fully and say to myself, *Ch well, he isn't really'.  Now presumably the author's intention
in writing such a story is to have us breathless on the edge of ocur seats wondering is he
or isn't he? But if we are reading a zine in which No Major Characters May Die, then we
know from the outset that he isn't and it rather takes away the point of the story - and
incidentally diminishes the zine in the process. As editor, the final decision is yours;
but I would like to make a suggestion. If you stick to a2 'no death' policy, I suggest you
extend it to cover not Jjust confirmed death, but also apparent death, for the reasons
outlines above.
(Therese has a point here — on the other hand, I'm the soxt of person who, when faced
with a suspenceful situation in a stoxry (such as a prosumed death) scans on fagt, usually
right $o the gnd, to make sure everything is all right befoxe I can read on with any
enjoyment. With a full-length novel, I always read the last page first; I must know
everything works out all right before I can enjoy reading about any difficulties or
dangers, Now I may be in a minority with thls attlitude; I probably am. The point is,
though, that if I'm reading a zine with a 'no death*® policy, I don*t need to do that,
and can take the story as it comes. It all depends on whether or not you like the
suspence of not kmowing. Sheila,)
Sue Stockley - As one of the original grumblers which brought about this pollcy by which

STAG refused to print death of main character sterlies, I still agree with their decision.
Star Trek consists of the interaction of these characters and they make it so important to
us and brought us all together; I can sse no sense in killing any of them off. 1In doing
s0, everything is finished, Knowing STAG's policy, why send in a stoxry im which a main
character dies to them? There are after all other publishers who will accept them, in the
U.K. or the U.S.A.
Meg Wright = I couldn't agree with you moxe about 'death' stories. No matter how beauci~-
fully written they are I find them horribly depressing. I don't honestly understand how
anyone can write them, but then I admit to being an unashamed escapist as far as my reading
is concerned! I think it very unfair to cxpect everyone to like everything, and even ST
fans have their prejudices. I know I have.
Vivien Young ~ I was very interested in the comments about ‘death' stories in the N/L. I
noticed you said that it wasn't a subject you want to read about under any circumstances,
but surely it depends on the quality and nature of the story? For example, I can think of
one excellent story -~ 'A Brief Moment of ILight' by Tracey Alexander, vwhich was in Enterprise
Incidents (U.S. - editor James Van Hise), in which both Kirk and Spock die, but which I'm
gure couldn't offend anyone. I hope not anyway! Do you not feel that because of your
restrictions you might lose out on a lot of good stories?
Getting away from the 'death' toplic for a moment I personally feel there is room for more
stories of a controversial nature from STAG, l.e. storles which tackle controversial social,
or political, themes and which go beyond the more romanticised ‘*happy ending' of most ST
fiction, Maybe these more disturbing themes (including ‘*death' stories) could be dealt
with in a separate zZine in much the same way as adult material of a sexual nature? If %he
nature of the material was carxefully indicated, surcly there would ts little chance of
offending? There's anocther point, too, regarding your restrictions. There are, after all,
not too many cutlets for writers in this country and STAG must surely have the largest
number of readers. Isn't it therefore only falr to present as varied a selection of
reading materlal as possible, which caters for all tastes? I think this would only serve
to enhance FtaG's reputation.
(We have never said we will not print material of a controversial nature bxcept K/S, and
this is a subject we feel is better left to 2ines specialising in it - that way anyone
buying it knows exactly what they're gettlng) However, this appears to be something
about which very little is written; I've certainly never been submitted anything that I
would say could be called vory controvertials I've also had to reject very few stories
on the basis of §TaG policy, and only one of these involved a ship other than the
Enterprise, and a story I would call original 8F. Regarding 'A Brief Moment of Light! -
see the next letter! shella.)
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ann _Freece = I agree wholeheartedly with all that you and Janet saild. I Joined STAG because
it was a STAR TREK ¢lub, and although I do enjoy other science fiction stories, it is Star
Trek and the Star Trek characters which interest me the most. So - I can't unders tand how
anyone can write a story in which one of the main characters dies; I know I couldn 1 put
‘pen to paper and write such a story, nor should I 1like to read one.
For me, and I"m sure a lot of other people, Star Trek is Kirk, Spock and McCoy, and the
relationship between them. Therefore, we want to read stories which reflect this = I know
I certainly do, To 'kill' any of the characters kills the true meaning of the series; the
care, the friendship, the love, the unity, and the hope for the future.

As you said, death happens = i1t is unavoidable - btut it's not a subject I want to read
about. That was always one of the pleasures of aired Trek ~ no matter how serious the
situation, and whatever trouble the characters were in, we always knew that, at the end of
the Fifty minates, all would be resolved,

You've got to set certain limits ~ and you have to keep to those limits ~ when you bend the
policy once, you have to do it again and again. Bventually, anything goes, and I wouldn't
want to see that happen.
Having read one such story which dealt with death (I'm referring to 'A Brief Moment of Light'
by Tracey Alexander in Interprise Incidents No. 6) I don't particularly want to read any
more = although it was beantifully written, I found it far too upsetting. I much prefer the
type of story which Gladys Oliver wrote in LE 31 - 'The Late Mr. Spock' = wondexring if
Spock is alive, yet knowing, inwardly, that he isn't dead.

Jonathan wonders if ST fans are 'intelligent' and 'broad-mindei'. Well, I hope 1'm intell=-
igent enough, and think I'm broad-minded enough, too, to know what I like to read, and the
stories I 1like to see are those concerming the Entexrprise and her crew. If 1'd wanted
stories 'outside' the Enterprlse, 1'd have joined a science fiction club. ilease don't
change your policies.

everl app ~ I enthusiastically approve of your editorial policies for Log Entries! I
think those policies may be one of the major reasons I like them. The story guality is .
excellent and T can be sure the theme of the stories will not be something that would offend
me or something in which I am not interested. I've been getting very tired of buying 2Zines
in which a good proportion of the stories either deal with themes other than Star Trek (i.e.
Star Wars, MASH etc) or are only marginally Star Trek (I.E. stories set in other areas of
the Pederation without the Star Trek characters). Tt's very nice to get a zine that's all
Stanl’ Trek-
Maxy Manchester - Curious that some writers feel so restricted by STAG's zine-story policles.
Aren't there any other zines around they could submit their death, sex and off-Enterprise
stories to? Or put out their own? That's how a fandom grows, after all., Stick to your
standards, lass. It's better that individual writers should move on to .other things than
that the club should change to suit the needs of so few of its members.

VYalerie Tiacentini - On the sales list of every newsletter we state 'Log Entrles ‘is a gengine!
Have you ever thought what we mean by that?
We intend the zine to appeal to the widest possible age and interest range of ST fans, yet
to maintain the highest possible standard of story quality.
We want to entertain you, interest you = perhaps make you think - but above all, we want to
give you a pleasant interlude with the crew of the Enterprise.
- I don't think anyone would disagree with the stand that sex-based stories are best left to
special zines, since not everyone likes to read a mixture of sex and actlon=adventure
stories, so for this time I'1l deal with the other problem, the 'death' stories.
I do not deny that there have been some excellent stories printed in which one, or a com~
bination, of the leading characters dies; however, how popular are these stories, really,
with the fans?
Two particular cases come to mlnd. In the final story of 'Companion', Kirk and the entire
crew are killed, the Enterprise destroyed, and Spock left dying. Rgader response was such
that Companion 2 included a story in which Spock was saved in the nick of time and Kirk
was revived within moments of death.
In 'Starborne', Della Van Hise's powerful story produced so much 'hate mall' - as she called
it - that she felt compelled to write  a sequel in which they were reunited ~ her readers
could not bear the idea of Spock being killed and Kirk left alone.
Both these stories were produced simnly because of reader reactlon - which hardly seems to
prove that death stories are popular! ‘




25

fle asked you for your comments on our policy, and I would like now to give you my personal
reaction to some of the wvalid points that were made. We have been told that we didn't want
to print death stories because the characters are so real to us we cannot bear to contemplate
their deaths. It is precisely becauze we know that they are fictional characters that we
feel able to make this restriction. Think for a momsnt of James Bond ~ no-one questions hig
miraculous escapeg! Conan Doyie attempted to kill off Sherlock Holmes - and was forced by
public demand to bring him back,

Like Janet, I cannot really understand this determinaticn to drag all our heroes down to the
common level - I know that XKing.Arthur was no knight in shining armour, but I prefer that
dream of greatness and beauty and human drama to the boring-realistic presentations so
fashionable today. 1 want Kirk, Spock and Y¥eCoy to £1y in nmy dreams - I don't want {to meet
then in the High Street!

It has also been said that we deny the characters the right to meet and overcome the very
real grief caused by the death of a friend. Those of you who have lost loved ones know that
grief is not ennobling or entertaining - it's a sick misery that goes on and on, overlaid
perhaps after a time by day-to-day concerns, but returning when you least expcet it to bring
the pain all over again. Surely, with all the misery and suffering there is in the real
world, there is voom for one zine that is trying to concentratc on the good and the happy?
One writer commented that if we didn't change our policy, other zines would appear which
would handle the topics we won't touch. For myself, I'd welcome such an event -~ the more
people involved in producing zines, the richer fandom will be.

There is one category of story I haven't mentioned yet -~ general stories set in the a7
universe, but concerning the author's own oreated characters. We consider these science
fiction, not Star Trek, and there are many excellent SF zines which are a more suitable

home for this type of storys Star Trek, to us, is what Gene Roddenberry gave us -~ the crew
of the USS Enterprise, and thers is richness enough in that field to supply stories as long
a3 NOCESS&TY.

One Tinal point. Every fanzine is to some extent a reflection of the tastes and preferences
of itg oditors. Janet, Sheila - and I in a lesser way - put out Log Entries as a hobby, way
heaven help uz, and there is no fun in putting out something that conflicts with ocur views.
The sales of Log Entries would seem to indicate that large numbers of you share our tastes.
We do appreciate, however, that some of you do not, and that is only to be expected; everyone
sees Star Trek through different eyes. Instead of trying to change an existing zine, vwhy
not take up the challenge? Produce your own zine, as we do — and be welcome.

Janet Quarton — Whilst I respect the views expressed above and in no way cobject to the right
of fans to write and read the type of story they like, I do defend our right to print the
type of story we like. (By 'we', I mean Sheila, Valerie and myself as we are the ones who
compile and print.the zines.) After all, putting out zines is a hobby, or so I'm told, and
a hobby is supposed to be something you like doing. The three of us do disagree over some
gtories ag you wouldn't expect us all to like exactly the same type of thing, but on most
points we do agree. STAR TREK to us, as we've said vefore, is Kirk, Spock, Mcloy, the
Bnterprise and her crew. That, after all, is the way Gene Roddenberry conceived STAR TREK.
To me, this rules out the 'death'! storics ag you don't kill off your main characters in a
continuing sories. Sue feoels that it malkes a story unexciting to know your characters will
by okay at the end -~ I disagree¢ as I like the security of knowing the characters will have
1o be okay so that they can be 'on next wesk', so to spesk. I have always preferred escapism
and happy endings, both in books and on TV. There is enough death in the world without my
wanting to read sbout it for 'entertainment's; I have never found a programme less tense or
less exciting bacsusge I know the characters have to be okay at the ond, and I bet at least
50% of people read the last couple of pages of & book first - unless, possibly, it is a
twhodunnit!. I personally scen ail stories and if I don't like them {or their endings) T
don't read thenm.

A 1ot of people like hurt/oomfort stories, a2lthough there ig no point in having the hurt
without the comfort., It is noteable that some of the most popular ITARSKY & HUTCH episodes
are the hurt/cowfort ones, too.

Sheila Clark Itve actually made most of my comments during the previous few pages. Our
policy was not entirely of 'our' making but was in part the result of reader response to
stories that woe printed in the early days of Log Entries. I sald earlier that I'd rejected
vory few stories because of our story policy - in fact, I would only have accepted two of
these rejections for an independent zine based solely on my own preferences. I would not
have accepted Jonathan's story as it stood, but might have done so with a little tightening
up of the central part of the story. On the other hand, another editor might have been
delighted with it as it was, ! ,
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We have been putting ocut STAG's zines. for five years now, and in that time ocur printrun has
risen from 100 to 400, with a lot of zines being reprinted. As we have been told,. our

zines are popular, and have a wide circulation; many people have saild how much they enjoy
these zines.

tihile we are not complacent about it, we can surely be forgiven for thinking that we have
indeed managed to put out a range of zines that is within the boundaries of what mopt
people enjoy in a Star Trok zine.

However, Jjust recently, the situation discusscd above has arisen ~ namcly, is our policy
regarding stories right or wrong for a club zinec.

Same of you have said that you think we should have an ‘anything goes' policy; in effect,
that if one person in the club wants to read a certain kind of story we should print it,
regardless of the views of the majority, and even of our own preferences in the natter,

One member even suggested that we should print everything submitted to us, regardless of
guality. If we did that, our sales would soon drop! Though we must admlt That most of the
submissions we have roceived have been of good to excellent quality.

We can't agree with this suggestion,

Quite apart from anything else, we feel that a club zine should be suitable for all ages to
read - and even though most readers are in their 20s and 30s, woe do have some in their early
teens. This automatically imposes certain restrictions.

e do feel however that it is possibly time to hand over the editorship of STAG zines

to someone else who may be able to come up with zines which may be more acceptable to you all,
gylvia and Beth have agreed to take cver the editorship of STAG 2ines,

We, Janet, Sheila & Valerie, have decided to go into partnership and put out zines independe
ently under the name of ScoTpress, MNost of our stories which have been printed by STAG,
including VARTIATIONS, are now out of print and we've naturally decided to reprint them our-
selves as ScoTpress zines. ScoTpress will of course be a non=profit-making concern and we
have given full details under the ZINE ATS section. We have given the info fully this time
but. after this N/L we'll just be advertising ScoTpress zines the same way we advertise all
new zines put out by other groups.

Sheila does have stories, cte, already assigned for 6 new Log Entrles and she will be putting
thesc out over the next year, but these Wlll be the last of four' STAG zines. Apart from
these 6 LEs, all futurc STAG zines will be edited by Sylvia and Beth. We arc sending all
STAG submissiocns not assigned to these Log Entriecs to Sylvia and Beth and all future STAG
submissions should be sent to Beth. (If you're writing Sylvia anyway and profer to include
your .story with the letter to save postage you can, but if you do please indicate that the
story is for STAG, as Sylvia also puts out Midnight iublications zines.)

Vhen we zloscd the club books at the end of September we did not realise that we had only
Just got in under the VAT level (since this is £13500 turnover, not £15000 as we thought.)
With the convention this year and rising postage, etec, the only way we can keep under the
VAT level is to cut back severely on the amount of zines STAC puts cut and alsce cut the
number of photos we offer. We have looked into getting registered for VAT but feel therc

is far too much work involved and we are pretty well worked to our limit as it is. It seems
best to put out new zines rather than reprints so STAG will not be reprinting any zincs this
year and we will have to 1limit the new ones to one zinc per N/L or two at the most, This is
a pity, but there is no way round this turnover problem, le're afraid S$TAG is Just too
successful. at the moment. Things should ease off after Scptember as We aren't planning a
con for 1982,

ScoTpress may reprint some stories originally put out by 8TAG but only of course with the
author's pormission. ST4G has always assigned all copyright to the writer, not to the club.
ScoTpress will be taking over handling the bulk orders to the States - partly to help the
club's turnover and partly because Shella is already in touch with the zine editors.

A1l orders for zines should continue to go to Shellaj however, if you are ordering both
8TAG and ScoTpress zines at the same time, we must ask you to send payment by two chegues
or sets of postal onders, one for cach group.

Janet, Sheila, Valerie
o
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COMMENTS
Perscnal views expressed here are these of various members and are not necessarily
representative of those of the STAG committee,

Karcn Thomas I was cn holiday in Canada this year and during tho period I was there, Van-
couver had 1ts Facific Wational Exhibition. On certain days of the exhibition there was a
special showing of scenes depicting the making of the Star Trek movie, together with the
series bloopers. The only date I could go was the 21st August, the day before my fiight
home, which happened to0 be the first showing.

A couple of friends and myself were lucky encugh tc have got tickets for seats right in the
front, Around 300 people wére thore and the event began with the theme music of the series,
Then the stage 1it up and Gene Roddenberry was introduced! Geéne gave a talk similar to that
on the LP 'Inside Staxr Trek', showed the bloopers and then continued the talk, expanding into
current affairs. He came into the audience to answer questions and I asked him about Leonard
Fimoy working on future Star Trek shows. Gene couldn't really comment on this in particular
but said that actors have a very hard life - seven days a week -~ and recalled that there had
been three marriarg/family treakups during the meking of the series.

Gene was extremcly nice and obviously wanted to speak to as many people in the audience as

he could. It was marvellous to have sbecn able to speak to him - and what a perfect

ending for a holiday!

Amn Presce T would like to say thank you to Andromeda Bockshop and Fortidden Planet for
Their ho. hoipful and quick service -~ they've both enabled nme to extend my ST collection of books
and magagzines which, if I'd had to rely on my own area of bookshops, would have remained

very small Jenny Elson for £illing my orders so quickly (I'd almost given up hope of cver
obtaining a copy of 'I am not Spock' until she ordered a copy for me); Ruth Inglis, Ffor her
excellent quality photographs, and last, but definitely not lecast, yourselves, for the
excellent service you provide for all of us out hare,

John Kilbride Tn a recent compeotition organised by John Saith and Sons bookshups, one
questioniwass: 'Which episode of the TV programme (ST) featured the following - Joan Collins
and David Soul?' 45 the clesing date (15th Oct) has long passed, I would be interested in
which episodes they did appear in.

Joan Collins played Edith Keeler in City at the Edge of Forever; David Soul played

the native Makora in ipple. :

Key Brown Although I understand that the subject (Ellison's review) is closed in the N/L now,
I'm wondering 1f a clarification might still be made. James Pauley mentions in reference to
the Fllison ‘*eritique' that Bill Shatner had script approval and meetings with the director
and writer, both apparently seen as evidence of Bill's 'domineering attitude®, Why is it
never mentirned, however, that Leonard Nimoy also had script approval and meetings with Bill,
the director and the writer? My point, of course, is that Bill's situaticn was not an
exclusive one. It is a mystery to me that he should be criticised for it as though it were.
Furtherniore, I sec nothing inherently wrong with actors having script approval. In the case
of 8T=-THP, Biil's and leonard's input was probably of great wvalue because of their knowledge
of Btar Trek and the charvacters. It's very possible the script as it turned out was a
betber one for their suggestions. We simply don't know what it would have been without them,

James Pauley T feel T must write in reply to comments made in David Roylane's moloaramatlcally
titled 'Gene Roddenberry. versus Communism' article. In particular, the blzarre conclusions
David reaches xegardlnﬂ 'The Return of the Archons', In assuming the theme of the stoxy to
be an attack on communism per se, he nisses the point of the episode altogether. Gene is
well=known for his belief that no socienty's cultural or religious practices should be
resarded as eithor superlor or inferior to those of any other, hence his and Majel's Shinto
weading ceronony while in Japan., It is this fundamental belief which is at the core of the
gpisodes. Rathor than an attack on communism, the eplsode sets out stoartling simllaritics
and draws indispubtable parallsls boltween the totalitarian brand of communism and the egually
repressive and dehumanizing aspects of religlous fanaticism. The many analogies David

guotes can equally be applied to many aspects of organised religion. For instance, Landru
can alsc represent the corruption of the basic Christian teachings of Jesus Christ by the
varicus religlous sects and groups, whoe twist and 'interpret! in order to £it these teachings
to their individual dogmas. Organised religion is equally as regxossive as regards the
dissenter or the individual who dares guestion the status quo. The repressi.n of individ-
vallty and the submergence of the basic human emotions, common to both doctrines, is shown
for the evil it is in the scene showing the 'Red Hour' in which all of the pent up feelings
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and unnaturally repressed emotions explode in a violent, sexual free-for-all (yes kids, the
Beeb cut out the hot parts!) In fact, the points of reference David chooses, 'Ind1v1dua11ty
will mergpe with the unity of the good!' and 'bubﬂ&rgence into the common being of the Body'
(note capital 'BY) along with the “plind unquestioning attitude and superstitious fears of
.the inhabitants of Beta IIT, point strongly towards a religious mctaphor, All in all, one
of the best scripts Gene Roddenberzry has produced, highlighting the basic common inhumanitiecs
of two appatently disparaging systens.

As for David's comments on Operation annihilate, I think this is Just another case of
looking for an inherent meaning where none exists,

Dorothy Manning May I just comment on one iltem of your last N/L about the club charity. 1
would 1ike to add my volce to those others who prefer to send used stamps to the Guide Dogs
for the Blind aAssoclation. I'm sure that Cancer Research is a worthy cause, but being an
animal lover, I am totally opposed to animal experimentatica.
Mea culpa, but I've mislaid another letter I meant to print here, This one disagreed
with our change of charity - the only disapgrecment we had. She said that as a club with
futuristic ideas, and interests, we should also have a view to the future with our choice
of charity, and that she felt a medical one was the mnost useful one for us to support.
While we agree with her in principle and would have transferred to a medical charity,
vwe simply were unwilling to take the chance that cuxr 'second cholice' as it were might also
use live apimals for eoxperimentation. Nost pecple who commented on the change agreed
with us. Sheila,

Gill King Mariun (Staveley) says she prefers Bill as he is now and I have to agree with
her, ZLet's face it, he is gorgeous in the TV series but in the film he is devastating!

He has” become nore attractive over the years and has such a gontle-dependable look about
him, As Marian says, he has terrific dignity; his acting is so good it isn't acting - he
is Kirk,

Romano Dyerson I like Kirk both in the TV series and in the movie, but certainly the character
has chanped. He is still Xirk but it is a Kirk that has srown and matured, reflected by
experliences gsained during his five-year mission and his disillusien with a desk job., We must
also remember that William Shatner has also lived ten years since playing Kirk and in the
movie had the chance of bringing his experience to Kirk., If Wiliilam Shatner had decided to
play Kirk as in the TV series, I feel that the Kirk we saw would not have been as effective
as he was - that's not to say, though, that I think Kirk of the TV series was not ‘real’.

Peter MceGuire In answer to Marlan Staviey's comments on Shatner’s being better ten years
on, Surely this is only a logical continuation. 4s Bill Shatner propresses through his
career and matures, Captain James T. Kirk does also in his career, With the knowledge that
Kirk has pained in the past five year mission, his understanding of IDIC improves.

This presents him with a wider outlock on 1life in the galaxy. He is cbviously wiser now,
and has a better sense of understanding.

Marjorie Hill, Blaine Thomson, Richard Bracewell, J. Thomson Ve must disagree with Marian
Staveley, Getting back to the TV series 1s like returning to the warmth and confort of
home, The ship in the film was not our Entorprise. The transporter room, the sickbay and
the Captain's quarters were unfamiliar to us. The Vulcan was cold, and not the Spock that
vwe all know and love,

Patrick thite Pleasce don't take offence, but one thing I f£ind mildly annoying about the
newsletters is the fact that they are folded in such a manner that they feld up if you let
go of them t0 reach for a glass of beer, etc. Couldn't you use A envelopes or something
simllax? ixpense, I suppose
Expense it is, It would cost us round about £45 more per N/L to use envelopes 1nsteau
of newspaper wrappers. Why not try ‘'reverse-folding! them? Sheila,

Keith Jones The last N/L I just did not enjoye. It seemed to have a lot in it, but nothing
to say. fCoursce, it's possible you caught me on an off day.
Sorry to how that. Of course, content depends to z great extent on what's currently
happening or what comments we're sent, but we do hope that everyone will find something
of interest even though not everything does. Sheila.

Gladys Oliver I think it is sad that there is very little fiction in the H/Is. Many fans
cannot afford to buy many zines, and rely on the H/Ls for new stories, I hope this section
is not dropped as has been suggested from time to time. '

It wouléd be nice to know more of what American fandom is doing.

He ] ] ans [N S )
hb 18850 ;1Xap%%n%rﬁﬁ%ttﬁ% %ﬁ W abQHLlchf any U8 fans would care to oblige Gladys -
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Colin Hunter I'm very disappeinted to hear that the Technical Spot has been withdrawn
for the second time this year and that you are thinking of reducing its appearance to every
- second N/L. I can understand why you do not want a large N/L arcund February, but I'm very
'sorry to hear that you are comsidering cutting it down purely for economic reasons. Indeed,
while T am more than happy to write an article for 6 N/Ls a year, I cannot help but feel
that 3 per year is not worth the effort. :lease d-u't misunderstand me, but I think it
unfair to cut down on the T.5. when the recent vote you held stated that the members
preferred extra membership fees and keeping the /L the same length to reducing the size
and keeping the fees the same. '
1lease let me know your opinion on this matter sc that I may decide whether or not to continue:
writing the colunmn. '

David Coote I'm sorry to hear the 'command team! is thinking of reducing the Technical Spot
to every two N/Ls - if there's any possibility of its being kept for each issue I'd be
grateful if you'd consider it, although I appreciate the problems re size of N/Ls.

Ray Dowsett I have recently had a letter from Colin Hunter in answer to technical queries
I had, and in it he states that you are considering dropping the Technical Spot...why, why,
why??? To me, and I know to plenty of others, Colin's spot is one of the best and most
enjoyable sections of the N/L. .After all, a lot of write stories inasmuch &x We have the
necessary imagination, but not all of us can utilise 8T technicalities without guidance from
someone better educated sci satifically as to feasibllity of what we want to portray. The
Technical Spot gives a valuable insight as to what may or may not be possible. So from one
of your 'minority members', please don't omit the Technical Spot!
We have not sald that we are considering dropping the Technical Spot, but as you can see
from the above letter from Colin, he would prefer to stop rather than cut down on the
nunber of articles he does. We haven't heard back from him, but my letter to him pointed
out that the sole eccnomic reason involved was VAT. As we have stated elsewhere in the
N/ L, we just do not feel we could cope with VAT as well as running the club; it became
necessary to cut turnover sharply. We have done this in two ways « first, by cutting
back on zine production and reducing the number of photos offered, and by deciding that
the N/L should not go beyond the second rate of postage. In the past, we have tried to
use everything sent in to us; which meant that at least two N/Is a year went into the
third rate of postage. Now, we'll have to be more selective, and avoid doing that. This
means that cortain things must bhe left out ocecasionally. In addition, when the Technical
Spot was first started, we never guaranteed that it would be included every time.
At the same time, we have also realised that with the current rising unemployment, peovple
have less and less money, and this was another factor that we took into consideration
when we decided to hold the /L at the second rate of postage and keep the dues at thelr
present level. It secemed to us unfair that by putiing dues up in order to retain, every
time, something which Ray admits is a minority interest, we might price a lot of people
out of the club. If Colin does send us in a Technical Spock article (sorry, I meant Spot)
v~ will make sure it does in at least every second N/L, Sheila.

4 oot
USED STANPS

Thank you to those of you who have sent used stamps which we are collecting for THE GUIDE
DOGS FOR THE BLIND ASSOCIATION. They are appreciated very much,

All used stamps both foreign and British are acceptable. If you have time to trim them it
does save us a Lot of time but don't worry if you haven't. One point ~ if you do trim them
please leave about #" around the stamp, If you trim them too close and damage the perforated
edge they are useless. Send your stamps to Janeb's mum as she's collecting and sorting

then for us.

PHOTOCOPTLS

When Janet offered to do photocopies Ffor members in the last newsletter she wasn't expecting
a lot of requests fur rather large U.S. zines. A bit short sighted we admit as obviously
there are a lot of you desperate to get outeof-print zines. Janet did try to do some but

it tock far too much time and the photocopier was over~heating. It is a small model, neant
for small offices and Just can't stand the work load of copying 100 - 300 page zines. Hoxwy
about this, but we did try. Anyone wanting copies of articles or various info the charge is
51111 5p per sheect plus postage. 4llow 10p postage for the first 8 sheels and lp per sheet
after that. Try not to request more than 20 shests at one tine.

snyone wanting to offer to copy zines for other fans would need a large photo-copler and a
lot of free time, although it is gquicker with one of the larse vhoto-coplers.,

b e
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TECHNICAL SPOT

- Hello theore, and weleome to another instaliment in the Technlcal Spot series. Response to
last N/L's column was disapvointingly low with only a couple of regular enthusiasts writing
in to express their views., (ome on, everybody, don't any of you have any gqueries on the
technical aspects of the STAR TREK universe « why not live dangerously and let me know? I
nay take a little time to reply, but I always do my best to help with any specific problens.
Before going ony further with the article in hand, I perhaps had better polnt out that
due to my almost totally illegible writing, Shella thought that the acid used in WWl
incendiary devices was PIRIC acid., Bomb builders: beware! If you try and buy that stuff
you're going to have problems since what Was actually used was PICRIC acid,. Anybody wanting
to blow up their house and claim the insurance now know what to use. By the way, picric
acld is pretty explosive stuff so pleasc don't try and get hold of any since it is very
dangerous indeed,
‘This time around I'm going to deal specifically with the medical side of things and since
this is so large a subject I've declded to divide 1t into two separate but related articles
with part 2 eppearing in N/L 44, Without further ado then, let's discuss the equipment
used on board the ship, starting with the diagnostic panel, Since I dldn't see the panel in
ST-THP actually working cloge-up, I'm forced to rely only on knowledge gained from the TV
series. The diagnostic pancl, then, measures six functions on linear scales and two more
nunerically only. The six scales are as follows, from left to right:~ temperature of the
body, (degrees celsius on the right and fahrenheit on the left); brain K3 (the level of pain
and electrical activiry of the braln); lungs' vital capacity in litres (the maximum amount of
alr the lungs can inhale/exhale); cell rate (partial pressure of carbon dioxide in the
breathing area in mn of mercury); blood Q5 (heart activity as measured by heartbeats per
minute); blood T x 10 (blood pressure when heart i1s expanded in mm of mercuxy). Each scale
is divided into two areas of red, two areas of ambor and an area of greoen in the middle.
The green indicates normal readings zive orx take nothing very significant while the yellow
areas indicate something amiss and the red aveas signal danger. In the very centre of the
panel are two red lights which pulse in time to the patient's pulse and respiration. All
this data is received from a scanner which is part of the bed itself which constantly
monitors the patient and from a small white cone at the bottom of the panel which points

to the patient's head when in use.

+till on the subject of scanners, we have the portable medieal scanner which McCoy often
brandishes preceding the immortal line of "He's dead, Jim." This hand-~held scanner has o
sort of 'whirring' sound emanating from it (probably a sonic signal actually used to probo
the innards of the patient like X-rays do nowadays. Actually, ultra-sonlc scanners are in
use today, although they are a great deal larger than the Starfleet version. The scanner
indicates by the tone and pitch of its soun! the required information. The scanner can be
linked via its sound to the medical tricorder to give a readout identical to the sickbay
diagnostic panel on the tricorder soreen.
The little used and little seon field reader tube no doubt complements the medical scanner
and is a small tube (about 9 cms long) with four small coloured lights (green, red, bluc
and yellow). This device functions very much 1like the sonic medical scammer in that it
neasures heartbeat (green light); pulse rate (red Iight); temperature (green light) and
blood pressure (yes, you guessed it - the yellow light!) I can't really see why the dup-
lication of dovices is necessary unless it is in case the doctor suffers from temporary
deafness or blindness or perhaps the sonic scanner can only measure life forms with thin
skins (ie no halr or scales),
The meelcal tricorder, as well as being able to interpret signals from the sonic scanner
visually has a more versatile scanner of its own which, as well as the usual fupctions of
the hand~held medical scanner can indicate the presence, composition and direction of neax—
by life forms. A1l data is displayed on the dlsplay screen at the top left hand side of

the tricorder, .

Still on the subject of analysis, We come to the portable bio-comp often secen when McCoy

is doing a lot of work on a planet away from the Enterprise's maln computer. Such occasions
included the meeical check-ups of the colonists in 'This Side of Paradise’ and trying to
locate the discase of Mirl's planet in 'HMiri'. What with all the data previded by the med-
iecal tyicorder, the medical sconner and the field reader tube, something is needed to
correlate it all sc that it can be used to its maximum effectiveness and this is wherxe the
bilomcomy comes in. It can collect all the information available, process it and then send 1t
back to the tricorder's display unit in a norxe understancdable and cempact way. This device
is probably in constant contact with the Enterprise's main computer via radic to attain




3t

maximum effectiveness.

Since no animals have ever heen seen in sickbay, the majority of tests must be carried out
via compubter simulation. That is to say that the computer is told everything known about
the patient and everything known about the curce and asked what the result would be should
the two be mixed together, I would suspect, however, that there are animals somewhere on
board but that experiments on them are only carried out when not enough information is
available on either the patlent or the cure. No doubt the animals are in short supply
since it is a nulsance to have to care for them and therefore unnecessary experiments
would be discouraged.

Well, then, that brings us to the end of part 1. Next N/L we'll have part 2 (surprise,
surprise!) which will deal with the 'active' side of sickbay =s opposed to the passive
side in part 1. Such goodies that you may look forward to are arabolic and catabolic
lasers (I hope I read these right - Sheila), spray hyvos and maybe even some cordrazine if
I think you're all dowing off from lack of interest.

Do please keep on writing (I may not be the speediest correspondent in the world but I do
promise to reply some time)s The address is as usual: 7 Craigmillar Paxk, Newington,
Edinburgh EH16 5PF and I lookforward to hearing from you., Until next time, LL&P,

Colin Hunter.

L L} L] L] &

Regarding Colin's mention of animals that might be used for experiments - since Dr. McCoy
was shown in several episodes (Miri, Omega Glory to name only two) producing results without
using animals and because, as he said, we have never scen any lab animals on the Enterprise,
we think that medical technology by Star Trek's time must have progressed to a stage where
the use of animals for experiments is unnecessary. We certainly hope that this is so,

Janet & “heila.

ittt
THE TRANGPORTER  Bert Lewis, A.F.B.T.3.

The main bone of contention in the argument about the do's and don'ts of the transporter,
is as Colin sald (/L 41) is the fact (so called) that if a body cr person is "transported®
in this way, it is presumed that at once thore would be created a vacuum at the spot where
that body had stood. I have heard SF wrlters argue this on the TV, one quite recently,
and find this to be a wery poor argument. Keeping to the Star Trek cases, this to me to
say the least dis xather poor from a sciantific point of view, for the simple reason that,
whatever is sent via the 'transporter’® does not vanish in & split second so to speak, but
if you will remember, goes in casy stages, i.e. the components of the body are seen to go
in a gradual have of light particles. Going this way, there is no sudden 'pop'! as would be
the case if the body concerned vanished instantly, so there need be no sudden rush of air
inte the place (orsplaces) where the body had been. Another argument used is that of a
smashed TV tube which when broken caures a loud 'plop', but in this case the tube in its
intact state has had all the alr extrazcted, and so is to all intents and purposes a perfect
vacuum, $0 the result 1s to be expected. But in the case of the Star Trek transporter,
this does not apply as I have tried to explain above., I hope this makes sense to you; I
have tried to put it in terms as plain as I can.
In a lctter (so far unanswered) to Colin Hunter, I quoted a case reported in the 'Sunday
Express' a year or so ago, concerning a happenlng in Latin Americs in one of the army groups
there, This reported that during an army exercise, an NCO suddenly vanished from sight, to
the astonishment of the soldlers around and in spite of a search in the vicinity nothing
could be seen of him, A lot of worry was experienced by those around when it had happened.
But after about fifteen minutes, thoe NUO appeared as suddenly as he had vanished, but looking
rather different to when he disappeared. He looked xough and not a 1little upset. Also, he
could give no account of what had happened or where he had teen and did not even kmfiw how
long he had been missing from the site, He looked at his watch to check this, but was more
nonplussed than ever to find that it showed that four deys had passed, as his watch regist-
ercd days as well as minutes and hours., The argument could be used that he could have
stepped up the date himself, except for one thing -~ his face showed three days' growth of
beard, something that cannot be faked.
The point I would make ig thal no mention was made in the report of any inrush of air when
he vanished or of any similar air disturbance when he reappeared a few minutes later; strange
it may seem in the report, but to me it does tend to bear out my argument that a sudden
vacuum is not created when a body leaves a given spot.

I I e B o e e B
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ST-THP

I never did got the chance to express how I felt about ST-THP in public, e.g. & N/L,
cspecially as you roceived so meny articles on it at the time., Now the commotion has died
dovnt perhaps you would do me the honour of printing a fow wordo. As my friends all know, and
thank hoavens scveral of them agree with me, I didr't like the movie at ally even now I 1
don't know how to begin to tell you how depressed and upsst I felt when I stumbled out of
that first public showing on the 15th December 1979. What made it all the more upsetting
was the centhusiastic response it got from fellow Trekkers. Were they blind? Iuckily I -had
the support of two very good friends with me who also felt the same way. We couldn't face
$he second showing even though we had tickets and went out for a walk, a meal and a drink to
drown our sorrows. Unfortunately we alsc had the tickets for the charity performance and
having come so far and paid so much to be there we felt we had to go and sec it again.

Sadly therc weren't even any surprise appearances from any celebrities to soften the blow.
In fact it made us feel even worse; Paramcunt just dldn't consider us, the general fan®k,
imwortant enough.

Anyway I rocovered from that fateful day, though I must confoss every time I hear that
haunting melody from the movie it brings it all back. hAnybody who knows me is kind enough
not to play it., No, this is not 2 step by step review tearing it to pieces, all those
reviows have been done. I also confess I have been to see it again just for the actors.
These are just my personal feelings which are virtually impossible to convey; only those
others know how disappointed I was and still am, and I can't tell you how heart-warming it
was to discover those others in the auvdience during D.C. Fontana's question and angwer
session at Terracon. Hello out there, you are not alons...

One last thing, re Susan Sackett's update from STW!'s 4 PIZCE OF THE ACTION, Aug 1980, ag
regerds to the sequel, guotes— "It is twenty times better than the movie, and it is real
ST.R TREK!.,

Dossn't that make you thinki!! Tina Pole.

. * . .
THE el ADVELTURE

At the dawn of bumenity, through the necessity of his curiosity, Man asked himself a question
- "Who am I?' He did not kunow, for he was but a child in the wilderness, surrounded by a
desert of the unknown. No~one could answer him for he was alonc. Ultimatoly he asked him—
self ¢ second questionsy '"Where am I going?' Zxpecting no answer; he decided to find out for
himsclf, Putting his foot forward, taking the first step for humanity, he set about the tasgk
of finding the answer to his quo;tl,ﬁ, Yot Man was dbut a child and because of his inmaturity
and need for pcrnopal guidance, he created for himself a father figure — God — in his own
image. , _
Since then, through the advancement of his mind, Man oxplored this world of his. However,

he realisation soon came to him that Barth was bub a speck of dust compared to the vestness
of the universe. He looked up into spusc knowing that his destiny must suvrely lie out there.
Ho sent out probes, machines which reflected his hunger for knowledge, oxploring this unknown
terrain and when he felt the time was right, he followed. He felt content with this, his new
and final frontier, exploring strange new worlds, seekinz out new life and new civilisations.
It came in the form of a cloud, a cloud as vast and unknown as the universe itselfy at itse
centre, 2 wechanical mind - a child in the wilderness surrounded by what was once a desert of
the unknbwn9 nov become khown. 'Is this all that I am?' it asked. 'Is thers nothing more?!
HFven with its complete knowledge, it knew that it was somehow incomplete. Despite its vast
knowledge and limitless power, it knew that it had a beginning, a creator, a god. It now
sought ite creator knowing that 1ts answer must lie thews.
This was indeed one of the vory machines which Man had sent out into the wmiverse before him.
Now achieved consciousness itself, it had become a living being; a being which reflected
everything Man ever suspected that he himgelf would become through his own insatizble
curiogity. Yet it was incomplete! The one thing which Mon could never programme into a
machine, the thing which makes Man unique above all else, that which ties the whole of
Mankind together beyond any untying - the Human guality, humanity itself! What it needed

to evolve was this Humsn ingredient, Men's capacity to leap beyornd logic, Man's ability to
want and to enjoy, to hope and to dare and to pretend and laugh., Man gave it the ability-

to create its own sense of purpose out of his own Human weaknesses and the drive that

compels him to overcome them. This was the beginning of a new life form, the next step in
Mankind's evolution.
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Han could now foresee his own destiny, & fubure beyond all comprehendible barriers: Torever
searching, forever learning until he finally discovers the answer to his own question,
"Who am I

tWhy are we now travelling into space? VWhy, indeed, did we trouble fo loock past

the next mountain? Cur priiie obligetion to ourselves is to meke the unknown

known. We are on a journey to kesp an appoindment with whatever we are.!

‘ Gene Roddenberry.
The answer tc oursclves lies — 'Cut there - THATAWAY!!
Russell & Barry Willmott.

- - - L]

The thing that impress.d wy husband Bryan and me most about the nmovie was the music! We'lre
both muegically-minded and we felt that Jerry Goldsmith ™ crested and executed the whole
thing with the utmost beauty, perticularly the psrt where Scobtty and Jim are viewing the
nterprise from the 'pod'. In an sntirsly different way the Klingon mugic was algo entirely
right and superbly done. Hany visuals in the movie were lovely — brief shot of the Enter—
prise zipping past Jupiter and also Barth viewed from orbit were 'out of this world! (help!)
The final V!'ger-Voyager connection with our time was inspired. Negative rsactiens for us
were lack of action generally - too much Kirk (gorgeous and sexy though he be ~ not to
everyone) - too much unsxplained (in fact if it hadn't been for Gere's book I would have
found the whole thing incomprehensible and am not surprised it's not the box~office block-
bugter it was hoped.) TFor the converted (us) it was o delight (after four viewings), but I
wouldn't have gone again if I was only just intercsted.

Margaret Cooke

S

SHOCK! HORROR! STAR TREK NOT 3CISNCE FICTION: OFFICIAL

Recently I have had the misfortune to rsad a book entitled 'Science Fiction in the Cinema!
by a certain John Baxter. I say 'miasforiune' because I have had arn illusion shattersd, an
illusion which I have held to be a reality for the last eleven years. Obviously I have been
wrong, and my dearly cherished belicf has been a misplaced one and now I have been brought
dovn to earth with 2 bumps nd disappointed as I may be, I realise now that I nust come to
terms with bitter reality. '
Tou see, for the last eleven years, since Saturday July 12th 1969, I have been under the
illusion that Star Trek is a science fiction serics, nay, the science ficiion series. But
not sc: no; alas, Mr, Baxter hasg oponed my ¢yes. In his chepter 'A Note on SF for Tele—
vision! thoe bowbshell is dropped. de arc informed that Star Trek doss not deserve:consider—
ation as SF. According to Mr. Baxter, Ster Trek started in 1968 (yes, I know) with the
double episcde Menagerie and then degenerated into 'formula'. The 'formula! is, gvery week
the Enterprise visits worlds parallelling Earth's development, e.g. Nezi Germany, Ancient
Rome, Chicago in the 1930=. I must be mistoken in oy assumpbion that only eleven episcodes
out of seventy-nine were in Earth~like settings or costume. Perbaps the Boeb have banned
more eplsodes than we know ofi ,
This '"preoccupation'’ apparently begen with '"Tomorrow is Yesterday' in which the Enterprise
lands on Barth in 1968 (the Beeb must have cut that scene). The episcde Balance of Terror,
according to lir. Baxter, was nothing more than un updated World War 2 submarine drama. That's
Tummy -~ I always thought 1Lt wog on examination of racial bigotry, using the conflict situat~
ion as a background. Just goes to show how wrong you can bel
But hang on! Mr, Baxter does make one exception. Charlie X iz the only SF episode in the
entirce scries. How generous! However, the remaining 78 cpisodss are merely 'marginally
interesting as esoterica', no more. Obviocugly this joker is a) an idiot, b) has seen half a
dogen or so cplscdes, particularly the 'costume' variety or ¢) he is the archetypal 'serious'
SF fan, who considers it uncdol to like something with mass appeal, poarticularly a prograrame
purporting to be pure S5F which atiracts o sizeable fellowing, wmany of whom are obviously not
SI fens. It is an attitude not unique to the SF community. Perscnally, I would plump for a
combination of the three. The fact that two of those spisodesshave won majcr SF awards and Zr
the sories descrived by Isaac Asimov as 'the supreme example of pure science fictionr'! appears
to o lost on Mr. Baxter. The rest of his book is a plethora of equally rib-tickling obser—
vatizns and wall to wall bloomers and insccuracies, and is heartily rocommended to any SF
novic buff in scarch of a good giggle. I close with a gquote from kr. Baxter himself, the
opening sendoence of his chapters
A great deal of nonsense has beon written aboud SP on television.!
Yeah, James Pauley.

= SIS
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THE NiW ENTERIRISE MODEL

Tauline Andrevs

My first impression of the model was that it appeared to be very accurate and generally well
cast, These have been Justifiocd assumptions. Having completed an cxamination of the model,
I was well pleased with the prouuot.

The plastic parts are sturdily made, depth of plastic being about 1imn, and the curved
surfaces are well reinforccd by pins, so that warping would not appear o be a great
problem., When the rest of the fitting of pieces was made, thore was no evidence of warping
in the model I bought,

The pleces weore generally cleanly cast., Edges of all models usually nedd smocthing and
cleaning up. This model was no exception, but the presence of seam lines had been kept to

a ninimum. The worst areas for the existence of flash (unwanted plastic) were the six wine
dow sections on the bridge (though oddly eneugh the portholes for the windows, considering
their size, were very cleanly cut.) where plastic streamers joined some of the window secw
tions togethor; and the window sections of the brldgo which weren't cleanly cut. There was
also a small seam line on the bridge, which comes in itwo sections; the lower part contain-

" ing the windows, which has three approximately oval shaped heoles in it which needed clearing;
the upper come shaped part of the bridge fits over this., It would scem reasonable to cone
clude that the three holes serve to dissipate the heat generated by the lighting and thus
prevent waxpinb, since the upper part of the dome covers then.

To aid joining, the parts have a clip together system. The two upper and lower sections of
the primary hull clipped well together but there was a slight gap in the Join which would
probably require £illing with modelling compound rather than gluing with polystyrene cement.
Similarly, I would suspect that the comnecting dorsal between primary and secondary hulls
will need filling, too, and possibly the joints which connect the warp engines to the
Emergency Flush Vents and Intakes and these to the secondary hull, though this for added
strength; the model is fairly heavy and projections joined at anything other than vexrtic-
ally are necessary weaker because of their angle.

To sum up, apart from a few minor discrepancies in test fitting, most parts fitted exactly
or at least well enough to reguire only filing down, rather than building up to mateh.

Now for detailing. I choecked the plastic parts, originally Jjust out of fun, against the
ST-TMF blucprints. No-onc expects a model to be a perfect replica of the original, but this
one was surprisingly good on the whole, considering its size. As it stood it would make a
convinelng model of the Entexrprisce! Although there were one or two discrepancies.

My findings: A} I'RIMARY HULL

i) Upper surface of Frimary Hull. Very accurate. TIhaser Banks and Reaction Control Thrustere
are applicd from decals. On the navigational dome (upper) there seem to be two circles too
meny at the cenire, The navigational light which faces the impulse detector is disproport-
ionately large. There is no bow light by by the deflector grid of the foxward facing phaser
banks and no running lights on the deflector grid line of the port and starboard phaser
banks. These grid lines are the cnes which radiate our from the bridge, not the circular
ones which run round the saucer shape,There are two lights in fromt of the Inpulse Deflection
Crystal, which shouldn't be there. The 5 personnel hatches on the outer eircle of deflector
grid lines arc marked and then, mysteriously so, are 15 personnel hatches on the next circle
of deflector line grids, These didn't appear in the blueprints, Docs anyone know which is
accurate? Otherwlse ¢ verything is exactly represented.

ii) Lower Suxface of Frimary Hull

Tort and Bow running lights appear here! Ko forward bow light as noted in 1). rhascr banks
and thusters applicd from decals, Navigational dome (lower part) is accurate except for four
small slits, presumably to let out light and heat! A few nore oversights here. Only 3 out
of the 4 landing pads have becn included; 1 of the 2 dockings port saucers is missing and
the one that does remain does not extend into the dome part of the navigational dome. This
is & quibble, but when most of the model is accurate, this should have been, too, In the
second, clrele of deflector grids on eithor grids on either side of the bow light that isn't
there, are tvo paralicl grids. Only one set of parallel grids exists on my model, The set on
the other side is non-existent, although one line only has migrated into the third set of
circies!? Other than these slips accuracy is good.

1ii) Windew sections on Frimary Hull - side view,

I nevexr thought that all the windows that light up would be accurately represcented~ but the
arel DMain gangway hatches on port and bow sldes are missing, so, too, are the recreation
room Windows and the 6 portholes which flank the sides of the impulse cngine. Demarcation of
the doors on the Frimary Docking rort was necessary and some slight detailing on the Impulse
Engine.
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B) CONNECTIHG DORSAL BETWEEN HULLS ,

Vory accurates one porthole only missing and 3 vertical lines between large scts of porte
holes, Solidly made, too,

C) SECONDARY HULL

Generally detailling is of a very high standard. One porthole is missing. Docking Fort and
Botanical Scction Windows are supplied by decals, No bellyside englncering deflector grids
or ‘the 5 navigaticnal lights.

D) EMERGENCY FLUSH VENTS

Pairly accurate, No dcebtailing of large Flush Vent on one side of each Vent. Could be
supplied with sharp scalpol, metal ruler, steady hand and patiencel!

E) finally, the WARY BENGINES

Goenerally very goods Most of the debailing and attraction comes from the Rainbow Effect
Self-adhesive Transfers. However, a little more attention could have twen paid to the
detailing of the reactionw~control thrusters and the Space-Energy/Matter Sink (scquisition),
henceforth referred to as the SENSA. The SENSA slides into the two part warp engine con-
struction and the £it is lower than the usual standaxd of the model. Sanding and filling
needed here!

DECALS

These are of the dry, rub type and more care needs 0 be taken with them than with the
traditional wet-based ones. A plastic burnisher is provided to aid application and after
positioning the instructions do recommend that clear acrylic paint be applied for protection.
These are generally of a good standard. The only thing is, I can't find the transfexr for
the word ‘'Enterprise' which appears below the landing-bay dooxs.

Now for a few over~all observations:

The instructions are multi-lingual and recourse to the use of symbols for alroctlons, which
can be annoyingly confusing! I hate having to refer back for explanations,

The ship may be mounted on a base or suspended by string, according to taste, I thought the
base rather crude and the two paris do not fit well together. Also the triangular semi-
vertical stand is hollowed out, which I don't like, but no doubt thick plasticard cut to the
shape would remove the gap. It is impossible to test it an unassembled model for balance
on the stand but I hope the weight is evenly distributed! On the other hand, I nyself
wouldn't fancy suspending the ship. S%till, that's my idicsyncratic view!

seo I felt that T would like lights in the secondary hull, and in the warp engines., Two
options exist: use more graln of wheat or pea bulbs, which would increase gencrated heat,
or plump for filre cpties., I'm going to get those areas 1it somchow but I haven't yet
formulated ny plan.

Barry Maxwell

oo Por display purposes, the kit is equipped with a special lighting set consisting of a
battery pack (requiving 2 HPLL batteries), switch, wires and six microbulbs, The battery
pack is housed in the Secondary Hull and access to 1t is gained, rather ingeniously, via the
Navigaticnal Sensor frray at the nose of the Hull, which forms a well-disgulsed screww=on
cap. Wires from the pack and from the switch (which is also ¢leverly hidden under the
uucondary Hull) out of the top of the Hull, throught the interconnecting Dorsal
and intc the Frimary hull, where they are joined to these of the microbulbs. These are thon
placed behind six 'window' parts (No. 6) which fit into the lower half of the Primary Hull
(part 2). It is here that the kit has its first failing. When thus positioned and switched
on, it will be found that the bulbs not only shine throuszh the 'windows' but also througzh a
large part of the plastic of the Hull, totally ruining the effect. To overcome this, I tried
a variety of methods, I the inside of the lower and upper parts of the Hull are painted
gloss white - several thin coats being required - it is possible to reduce the amount of
11 vt given off through the plastic, if not altogethor removing it. Another method is to
oarefully bind the bulbs with tape which shoul:l then be palnted gloss black covered by a coat
of whitc, If done properly this has the effect of directing a lanl of light along the tunnel
created by the tape and cut through the 'windows'; however, if too much tape is used, it has
the effect of cutting out too much 1light, or directing it too well through the windows,
leaving the outermost cnes unlit. With experimentation, one can eventually develop one's own
nethod of cutting ovut the excess light, although a combination of the two above seems to
work quite well,

There will be more on this in the next N/L, including more advanced lighting suggestions from
Rarry and details of painting the models from him and from Ian Pearse, We have haw to edit
the above reviews but have tried to do it in such a manner as to avoid dupliecaticn. This has
been nceessary because of space limitationz. PEditor.

R
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FPICTICN COMPETITION

There was a resgonable response to the conpetition for a story/poem regarding what happened
to the tribbles. Entries came from Helen Baldwin, Valerie Harrison, Judy Miller, Tony
Murphy and Jane Tistjens and poems from Lesley-fnne Kerr, Peber HMcGuire and Tony Nurphy.

As always the standard was high, but we decided that the story by Judy Miller had the edge,
and so it has been declared the winner. It will be printed in Log Entries 40. Judy is a
second-time winner — we haven't had many of those, It may also be possible to usge some of
the other entries; however, as youlve already seen earlisr in the N/L, we're handing over
the editing of STAG zines to Sylvia and Beth, and T don't know what they'll want to do.
Since we will not be putting out any more zines for STAG except the Log Entriss for which
stories have already heen assigned, we're not going to have a fiction competition this time.

Foe HeH IR W N W N N

FPICTICH SECTION

MeCOY'S MISFORTUNE by Sue Simon

ieCoy felt as if he was drffting, floating into a .dense blackness that he welcomed at
first. L1l exhaustion escaped his bedy and at lasgt the enfolding arms of sleep held him
securely. :

licCoy began to dream.

bt first he dresmed that he was down on the planet Ecos again, walking peacefully
among the trees and flowers and feeling content with himself and 1ife. Then all of a sudden
he czme to the sdge of a ¢liff. There, pain entered his dream. He tried to wake up, and
found he.could not. The edge came ncarer and nearer... He tried to stop himself, to turn
away, but his legs kept on moving until finally he fell. &s he fell, his nails tore at the
ground, digging little grooves and tearing his hends, until finally he clung to the edge of
the ¢liffl, knowing that to let go meant death.

The pain continued to intensify all over his body, and in desperation he shouted out
for help, howving that someone would find him, either hers in his ever-more-realistic dream
or in reality. Only the silence, broken only by the blowing of the wind, was his Treply..

He called again, louder this time, crying out for the one man who might assist him.
Bliml  Jim -~ help me, pleagel!M

Toars of pain escaoing with his every word, now he fought a deadly battle for survival,
for already the wind had risen from & gentle breeze fo a gale that blew and buffetted his
body like a blade of yrass against the cliff face.

Jim Kirk was walking along the corridor towards McCoy's quarters meaning to spend a
little time thers, perhaps enjoy 2 quiet drink. As he neared the cabin he thought he heard
a volce. He psused, his ears straining, and heard the sccond call clearly cnough. He rung
then, using his right of entyy to gain access to MeCoy's cabin, to find the doctor laid out
on his bed gesping for breath, eyes closed tight, sweat pouring from him. It seemed that
McCoy was fighting something; his hands werc teasring at the sides of the bed, bruised and
hleeding and showing clearly the desperation with which he was struggling.

Kirk snepped on the intercom. "Sickbay -~ medical team to Dr. KcCoy's quarters immed~
iately!l” Then he moved gulckly to his friend and gripped his arms. "Bonegt?
"Tim! Help mel”

MIt's all right, Bones. I'm here. I'm herce.."

The wind was strong but MeCoy held on. He felt somecne grasp his arms and try to pull
him up, strong hands tightened around his arms and slowly begon to pull, MeCoy forced his
eyes open sufficiently to see that Jim woas the wan helping him, and relief gave him confid-
ence. The wind was blowing harder and it was increasingly difficult to draw breath, even,
but Jim was herc. He was no longer alone.

The medical team arrived guicker than Kirk had expected, perhaps because it was their
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Chief who was in trouble. A lot of people respected Hcloy, but none more than the people
who worked with hiw. '

E'Benga cressed to the bed, looked HeCoy over then gave him an injection while nodding
to the orderlies to lift him genily onto the trolley.

Mfhat's wrong with him, Doctort" asked Kirk, walking beside the woving trolley.

"It appears to be some sort of allergy,'" B'Benga replied. "It's affecting his breathe-
ing. TFor the moment he is holding his own, but until I can pinpeint the source of the
allergy I can only give him a general enti-histamine "

Kirk!s mind moved bsck to yesterday's landing perty. '"Could an inscct bite cause
such o reactiont™ he asked. :

"It could indecd. Why? Wos he bitten yesterdey?!

"es." Kirk indicated 2 small swelling on the side of HeCoy's neck "It gave him
guite a nip ~ he killed it when he felt it biting, but by that time, of course, it had
already injected him with whetever-it-is insects inject to stop blood clotting.”

i Benga nodded. "In that case it should be esasy enough to £ind the proper drug.!

TIn spite of the other doctor's optimism, Kirk was still worricd as he gozod down at
licCoy. Bones was one of hisg best friendsy it was like watching a part of himself being
tortured. He would stay in sickbay until ho was sure HeCoy was more comfortable,

Clouds flocded the sky, dark and wmenscing. The wind raged harder and lightrning flashed
in o gtorm go fierce that it was liks two mythical dragons fighting for possession of the
sky.

Helor could feel Kirk tighten his grip, steadying him while the thunder nearly deafenod
him and the lightning tried to wmeke him loosen his grip on the cliff edge by striking the
ground on either side of him. MHeCoy clenched his tecth and sumnoned all his strength, pulle
ing until his muscles cracked while Jim helred hiwm pull himself back over the edge of the
cliff,

He fought to sit up, but Jim held him down. Slowly he relaxed as the pain subsided to
a aull, bearcble ache mixed with a sort of tingling, as life flowed back through his body.

Dorkneass begoan to close over him. He no longer resistod ity this time he knew that
whon he wakgonoed, he would find himszlf not in a dream, but in reality.

W Fe Ko e e e P o N KA oK K

RECEFLTON COMMITTEE by Busan Meok

Virtually the instant that Chekov confirmed the shuttlecraft's scfe return to the ship,
Jim Kdirle had shot out of his sest and headed for the turbolift. At his heels was Leonard
HeCoy.

"hoge stimuiants! Jim = you promised...l wanted to checlk you over in sickbay..."
"Later, Bonosg."

The last thing the crow heard as the turbolift doors closed on the poir was MeCo
& B
mattering under his breath about "damn pig-headed stubbornness.!

He was stlll muttering when Kirk directed She 1ift to the hangar deck. The Captain
sadd notbthings Jjust Iooked at him and grinned.

Lfter o moment, ileCoy answered with a smile of his own. "Weah, I know. I'm glad ho
got safely back, toc.!

HeCoy understood. Kirk could casily have checked on Spock's condition via the intercom.
After the stress of the last fow hours and oo wmany stimulants, he was on the verge of
collapses he badly needed rest, But affer coming so close to losing 3pock, he nesded fo
gee for himsclf that he was safe.

By the time they arrived the hangar deck kad been depressurised and it was safe for
thent to walk stralght out to the shuttlecraft. When they were o few yards away, thoy saw




38

Spock emorging. He loocked pale ond weaks; totally exhsusted. It looked as if he was having
to hold on to the side of the shuttlecraft for support. Kirk crossed the short distance
between them at a run, and grabboed him before he fell,

Spock locked up at him. M"Captain, I wish to report..."
With that, the Vulcan collavged neatly into his Captain's arms.

Kirk just stood there for a moment, holding him. He seemed to be almost drinking in
the reality of the Vulcan!s prescnce. Then he too began to sway dangerously.

Fortunately, B¥cCoy had had the presence of mind to call for a stretcher team while
still on thu bridges One of the orderlies that had been behind them ran over to take
Spock, while McCoy helped to supvort the Captain.

"Hell of a reception committee for you, Spock," McCoy was heard to mutter, though those
who know him well would have recognised thoe gruff affection in his voice.

Kirk looked up at him. "I know 1 said to keep me on my fect for just another seven
minutes, Bones. You certainly didn't over—estimate it, did you?" He saw that MecCoy had
run bricf scans over hoth him and Spock. "How is he?"

"f'rom what I cen umake out, it's just the energy drain from being in the middle of the
anoeba for so long., A1l he needs is rest.," He turncd té Kirk., And as for you, much the
same could be gaid. How do you feel now?!

Slightly whoozy," Kirk said truthfully, and looked across at Spock who had by now
been lifted onto the medical trolley. '"But otherwise, fine."

"Ping thing, the Captain end Pirgt Officer of thisg shiv going round fainting..."
nagzol ¥eCoy gently as he helped Kirk, for whom walking suddenly scemed to have become an
artremcly tiring process, across the henger deck. "What can you expect when you push your—
golf to your limits liks thet... Now, are you ooming to sickbay, or arc you going to fight?"

Kirk grinncd. He lknew Spock was safc now, and everything was all right. "Wo more
fights, Bones. I'll come quietly."

sbout quarter of an hour later, KcCoy looked down at his Captain on a sickbay diagnostic
bed, "iell, as I said, Jim, just exhaustion. You can gtay in here for the moment, $ill I'n
sure there arc no side—-effects from all those stimulants, then get plenty of rest over the
next fow doys. The same goes for Spock, though he'll be in here longer, of course. Now
get sone sleep.”

Kirk didn't need to be ordered. But before he lay down he looked over at the sleeping
figurc on the next bed. Ee lot his eyes rost on it for a moment, thon whispered, "Welcome
back, Spock.!

He celoscd his eyes. Soock was backs the ship was safe. Everything in his universe
had returned to its naiural equilibrium...

Lg he bogen to drowse he heard volces and movements. Spock was obviously waking, bui
he was too tired even to open his eyes. Besgides, the voices were an oddly conforting
sound . . .

"Doctor, why sm I in sickbay?"

"Wou collapsed on the hangar deck. You're herc for cbservation."

"I soo no necessity for that. Only rest is indicated.m

"Jow thoere, for once, © Vuloan friend, we DETTS . But heres I can kOOp arn eye on you
bt/ H b
and make sure..."

01d Home Woek. Softly, he laughed to hinself. Then he sleopt.
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MOCH? by Gladys Oliver

Lonely Moon, clasped in dark.
Is it a Lover's spell...or a wercwoli's cry?
Clcar or misty...shrouded by clouds,

It must always kiss the day goodbye.
RKRFR R W KRR R R RK KRR
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The following poom was actually scot in as & comment on story policies.
THE LOVE THLT DiRE NOT S0EsK ITS HAME by David Coote
Lis throuzh all the N/L pages,
The great debate it goes and rages
Lire Kirk and Swoock, our brave duo
Stranger than an actual URQO?

The Trekkies all scream, "They can't be gueeri”
But ig this resction produced by fear?

Fear of our heroes having strange desires

That unnatural actions light their fires.

Kirkk shows carc for his crew

Hale and femsle, allens too.

Vulcan Spock, in his own way,

Cares as well, though he wouldn't say.

But in the face of &ll the couments,
Disgraceful, disgusting, all these bents,
Would even they try to meke a stand

ind be so roundly danmned?

Yet Btar Trek is of a different time

Where prejudice wmerely disrupts the rhymes
ihere there is tolerance of all,

Not ugly nsnes that we might call.

Lnd we Trekkers so progressive, o caring
Hugt in our cown time not condemn such pairing
For love is tho sisn, the only way,

Whether that love be 'straight® or 'gay'.

He must learn and voery quick

That we should live by IDIC

Frd the prejudice, the hato, the blames

Make it the love thet dares to speck its name,

Ko NN RN A K KW RN
HE SECRET by David Coote
The great Captain Kirk, our hero bhold,
Is afraid of naught, or so we are told.

Yet thers is & quiet, a scoret fear
He'll not even tell the oncs he holds dsar.

re so long, it movaes oh so gquick,
ight of this, it mekes him so sick.
wway, stay out of its path,

hing -~ spider in the bath.

The legs
The mere
Fust get
Dreadful
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And so we cottie to the end of snother newsletter. Peoce and prosperity fto you all. Janct,
Sheilea,; Beth, Sylvia, Valerie.
P F R WK W R R RN NN

0/L 44 (C) STAG Decewber 1980. « 1000 copies.
We reserve the right to edit 21l submissions.

M

Gengral informstion in this newsletter may be used in othar publications with proper credit.
All original material, stories, poems, comments and articles by members is copyrizht to the
writers and should not be reproduced without writter permission.
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Those cost 35p each for a 3 x 55 enprint or 36p for a duplicate slide. DPlease enclose SAE
to the following rates - up to 20 prints or slides, 1ifp or ldp - for more, check with the
pogt office and sce 1f thoy know sccond and third rates - postage goes up in January.
Foreign — USA, $1 cach inc postoge (this is a guess and we can only hope we've guessed
enough) elscwhere price as Britain plus postage -~ if you add 28% to the previous postage
apounts you won't be far wrong. Please enclose addressed envelope.

fle only got onough photos printed to cover the order, which goes in after the closing date
for orders to reach us. Latc orders will be filled but will be delayed. Orders should
roach Sheila by Jan 15th (we don't recommend sonding orders between Dec 15 and Jan 3).
Most of the Miri photos have now been sent out (16/11) but welre still waiting for three
shots to arrive (details re this clsewhere).

Next time we'll be offering Bread & Circuses. Patterns of Force was posied out on 28/1{.

Arona

Prints only

19775 Landing party teking shelter in ruins of base.

19/P5 Kirk, Spock, guard in base, Kirk with communicator. Half length.

Prints and clips

19/2  Lending party on materialising.

1%/6 Gorn as seen from above while meking 2 stone knife. Longish shot.
19/7 Kirk fighting Gorn, profile, H/S.

19/8  Hetron, H/s.

19/9  Xirk, Spock, crouched behind half wall, H/S only showing.

19/26 Kirk longish shot stonding among hills.

19/28  Spock, H7S, on bridge.

19/32 Kirk, Spock, crouching buside connon.

19/33 Spock, H/S in ruined base, guard just showing behind.

19/35 Kirk crouching behind ruined wall with = communicator.

19/43 Closer shot of 26.

19/50 Kirk with bamboo sheoot as seen in viewscrcen.

19/52 Kirk H/S in ruined basc.

19/55 Cirk bent over picking up bamboo shoot.

19/64 Kirlke crouched ageainst skyline holding communicator,

19/69 MeCoy, Spock, Kirk ot transporter consocle, Scotty at controls; prior to beam-down.
19/?7 Kirk half crouched beside unconscious Gorn. 'I won't kill him!!
19/81 Kirk, McCoy in transnorter room, rest of perty behind.

19/90 FHeCoy, Scotty, Uhura gathered round Spock in command chair.

Scotty, Sulu, Chekov

4412 Sulu at station looking over towards Chekov H/S. Sniling.
4418 Sulu at gtation leoning on viewer. H/S.

=833  Sootty, half smiling,aloest waist length. On bridge.

5929  Chekov at station, H/S.

6725  Scotty E/S wearing plaid.

6739  Chekov at station looking down. H/S.
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SALES LIST December 1980
This supercedes all previousg sales lists. Orders should be sent to Sheila Clark,
6 Craignmill Cottages, Strathmartine by Dundee, Scotland. Cheques/POs shouid be made payable
to STAG. Please enclose a self-addressed label, preferably sticky, with each oxder.
Forcign rates — USA Airmail, &6 (&2.50; per zine. Australia Airmall, £2.75. Europe and
surface all countries, £1.50 (US $4.00) If you pay by foreign cheque, please add $1.00 per
total order to cover bank charges. Anyone paying cash, paper money only, please.
A11 prices include postage & packing.

Log Entries 34, 35, 36, 37 ' £1.15 each

Log Entries 38 £1.15
{Stories by L Chapple, P. hndrows, V. Young, T. Holmes, R. Oliver, J. Timmins,
L. Walker; poetry by ¥ Deery, S. Cowden, S. Meek, R. Oliver.)

Repeat Missions 1 (reprints from carly Log Entries) £1.05

Prints - Enterprise by Barry Willmotts Kirk by Barry Willwmotts; 20p eaoh/
Waked Time Collage by Richard Gardrers Enterprise by Lee Sullivan $1.00 each
If you are ordering only the prints please add an 11dp or 14p stanp

e



