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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY PROPOSES 10-POINT PROGRAM
FOR REVITALIZATION OF RURAL AMERICA

Sioux Falls, S. D., September 19 - Vice President Hubert H, Humphrey
today proposed a 10-point program of '"next steps and new starts in the revitali-
zation of rural America,"

Speaking to the Western States Water and Power Consumers Conference, the
Vice President said he had "spent a lifetime of public service fighting for
rural electrificaticn, fighting for programs that will protect farm and rural
people, fighting for the kind of rural America I would like my children and
grandchildren to grow up in,"

Vice President Humpbrey pointed out that net farm income fell by $3 billion
in the "Nixon-Bansoa" yeavs and has risen by $3 btillion since Jchn F. Kennedy
was elected in 1960, Nixzon, Vice President Humphrey noted, promises to change
the farm program, ''tut he doesn't say how he'll change it."

The Vice Drecident urged farmers and rvral people to find out before
November what Nixon wcuid do to ferm and rural pregrams. '"What about REA? He
(Nixon) was against it ail the way in Congress," Vice Precident Humphrey said.

"It is time to bring agriculture into the mainstream of ouvr Amcrican
economy -~ not a geaeration from now, not a decadz from uwow, but in the nex
four yesrs," he said.

He called for cheap and plentiful electricity, representation of agricul-
tural interests at key points in government, a ''sizable increase' in Farmers
Home Administration lending, tax reform to 'remove artificial incentives for
the movement of non-farmers into agriculture', permanent enactment of improved
farm legislation, stronger farm cooperatives, and greater farm bargaining power.

The text of his speech is attached,
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REMARKS OF

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY

WESTERN STATES WATER AND POWER CONSUMERS CONFERENCE
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA

SEPTEMBER 19, 1968

As one who knew South Dakota in the depression and dust storm days
of the 1930's, it is a special honor to speak before the Western States
Conference. Your championship of water and power development has moved this
region -- and indeed all of America -- forward toward a kind of life which we
once saw only dimly in our dreams,

Eight years ago a young senator from Massachusetts addressed you at
another time of great decision,

Looking back over the 1950's -- when "no new starts" was public policy
on resource development ,,. when Mr, Khrushchev said he would bury us economi-
cally...John Kennedy said, "I hope that in the United States in the sixties...
no slogan is ever put forward which says no new starts, no movement forward,
let us stand still."

John Kennedy got America moving again. We have kept on moving.

~~ 478 new starts in watershed projects;

-~ 36 new starts by the Bureau of Reclamation;

-- New starts on 494 dams and other structures by the Corps of Engineers.

And we have moved forward on farm income, too =-- not nearly as far as
we must go ... but far encugh to repair some of the Nixon-Benson damage of
the 1950's,

Net farm income reached a peak with Harry Truman, and then fell three
billion dollars in the next eight years, It is back up three billion since
1960.

1968 finds rural America on the road to revitalization.

Where do we go from here?

Once again we are in a year of great decision, and we find Mr. Nixon
in Iowa, claiming to plow a straight furrow with a corn picker ,.. and
promising to change the farm program., But he doesn't say how he'll change it.

Would he change the wheat program? Or would he eliminate the certifi-
cates? Or would he repeal it altogether?

Would he change the feed grains program? Would he repeal it?

What about Farmers Home Administration credit. I think we ought to

find out before November.
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And what about REA? He was against it all the way in Congress.

Would we have more of the special interest decisions of the 1950's --
the kind that required a private Western States Water and Power Consumers
Conference to defend the public interest?

Let him speak out.

I've spent a lifetime of public service fighting for rural electrification
.+.fighting for programs that will protect farm and rural people...fighting
for the kind of rural America I would like my children and grandchildren to
grow up in.

Success is in sight. And I am not -- as Adlai Stevenson used to say =--
going to let another Republican Administration '"snatch defeat from the jaws
of victory."

* k%

Today, I want to put before you a ten-point program of next steps and
new starts in the revitalization of rural America -- a program addressed to the
farmers, . the businessmen, and the families who live in rural America.

First, we must move forward quickly with some ongoing efforts,

This is no time to cut back on the great plains conservation program.
It is an investment in soil resources that will be repaid many fold. Funds
for it should be restored,

Ard let's speed up -- not slow down -- the Garrison Dam Project and
the Oahe Resciwoir,

Today, we have an enormous recreational and economic opportunity in the
developwent of the upner ilissouri., Let's put that great resource to work
quickly for the people of the Dakotas, Montava and all Americans.

In 1965, we passed a Public Works and Economic Devclopment Act over the
opposition of 92 percent of the Republicans in the House. That Act provides
for creation of a Regional Development Commission in the Dakotas, Montana,
Wyoming and Nebraska. The authority is there. Governors Guy and Morrison
were for it, but some of their Republican colleagues were not. I say it's
time to set it up and get on with the work of Regional Development in this
area,

And while I am talking about ongoing efforts, let me pass on to you some

good news from Norman Clapp, the Administrator of REA, 1 have received a most
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encouraging report on the progress of the loan application from Basin Electric
Power Cooperative for funds to finance additional generating and transmission
facilities.

Negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation have been completed, the
major technical questions have been resolved, and the processing of the loan
is moving ahead promptly. The Administrator of REA assures me that the
additional facilities are needed, that the basin proposal is essentially sound,
and that he will take action on the application at the earliest possible
moment.

Second, further modernization of rural America in the 1970's is going
to depend even more on cheap and plentiful electricity than it has from the
1930's until now. Jobs...industrial growth.,.our ability to stem migration to
the cities will depend on it,

That means area coverage without exception.

It means more and better facilities for power pooling -- and the full

exploitation of atomic energy, in addition to more Federal multi-purpose

development.

It is now time to consider construction of more Federal transmission lines
to various regions and Federal power projects together. Customers of the
private electrical systems, the municipals, the public power districts and
the cooperatives will all benefit,

Territorial integrity, of course, should be a hard and fast rule.

As for nuclear power developed with public funds, its benefits must be
available to all sectors.of the power industry. In atomic energy, as in all
other public power- generaeicn, .we must preserve.the préference clause for
municipalities and cooperatives,

It is in the best interests of all consumers that every electric utility--
large and small.,.public and private -- participate directly on a fair, reasonable
and non-discriminatory basis in the ownership, output and operation of nuclear
power plants.

Now, for some more good news. Your good friend -- and my good friend --
Albert C. Hauffee of Leola, South Dakota, has agreed to serve as Natiomnal
Chairman for Rural Electric Americans for Humphrey-Muskie, Al Hauffee and
his fellow workers are going to carry the Humphrey-Muskie message on REA to

every corner of this nation.
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Third, it is time to bring agriculturs into the mainstream of our American

economy: Not a generation from now .,., Not a decade from now ... But in the

next four years,

Agriculture is America's largest single industry.

It supports more families than any other.

It is basic to the viability of the small towns and cities that dot most
of America.

Our farmers are the keystone of Americas economic strength, and food
will be a source of enormous export earnings in the 1970's and 1980's.

But today agriculture is still the weakest point in our free enterprise
system,

What ails agriculture? We know the problems include low farm prices and
inadequate income ... high interest rates and a farm credit shortage ...
ever-increasing production costs that take the profit out of farming.

But we must recognize that we do not now have all the answers -- and
that no Washington bureaucracy has all the answers either,

So point four in my program for further revitalization of rural America

is this: people with a specific background in agriculture must be permanently

located at critical points throughout the government,

-~ 1In the Tariff Commission, which deals with quotas and imports and
other farm trade problems;

-- In the Council of Economic Advisers, which counsels the President
on taxes, balance of payments, and other economic policy questions;

-- In the Budget Bureau, where spending guidelines are established;

== On the Federal Reserve Board;

== In the Department of Transportation;

-- And in the National Domestic Policy Council which I would establish
in the White House to provide the same coordination and staffing for domestic
programs which the National Security Council provides on foreign policy and
national defense issues.

If T am elected, farm people will be there, making sure that agriculture

gets the attention it deserves -- regularly.
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Five, I recommend a sizable increase in Farmers Home Administration

lending to ease the farm credit situation. I shall also continue to urge
passage of legislation to enable young farmers to finance land purchases ever
period of up to 40 years,

Six. We must reform the Federal tax structure to remove artificial

incentives for the movement of non-farmers into agriculture. These investors

now enjoy an unfair tax write-off break which gives them an advantage over
independent farmers. Family farmers are efficient enough to compete with
anybody, providing the rules are fair. We have an obligation to see that
they are.

Seven. For the foreseeable future, American agriculture will need
strong public programs to deal with the difficult problems of maintaining

reasonable prices and a balance of supply and demand. I want our basic farm

programs improved and made permanent, and I want them adequately funded.

Mr. Nixon says he is for a one-year extension, Before November, you
ought to find out what he has in mind after that.

No other important sector of our economy has to come back to Congress
time after time to get basic legislation renewed. It is time to end this
requirement for farmers, too.

Eight. We need strategic reserves of major farm commodities. 1 favor

a program that keeps these reserves at common-sense, clearly-defined levels...one
which specifies how and when they can be released so they do not interfere with
the market...and one which relies on private inventories for normal business
operations,

Nine, We also need stronger farm cooperatives, Farmers continue to face

serious price problems, both in buying production items and in marketing
commodities. We shculd expand credit for all farm cooperatives, including the
rural electrics, and insist on a more extensive public effort to build and
strengthen them.

Ten. Our farmers will not have true parity of income -- or full control
over their own economic destinies until they have the right to bargain. They

want bargaining power. They should have the opportunity to use it,
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Farm programs provide a floor of support. But they are not a total answer
and never will be. I believe, however, that organized farm bargaining does
hold the answer to full parity of income for farmers, and I shall do everything
in my power to see that they have the right to bargain effectively.

My Friends, consider the options carefully this year.

The quality of life the vast majority of you and your children will enjoy -
the comfort of your homes...the calibre of your schools and hospitals...the
strength of your communities -~ will be determined by the choices we make this
year.

And the choices we make for rural America will affect all America, They
will decide whether our cities become more impacted.

+++ Whether our slums grow worse or start to disappear;

«+» Whether we put enough resources in the hands of our local palice
to enable them to do the job we want them to deo ... or whether we ask them
to fight crime with empty slogans in an atmosphere of increasing hatred and
tension.

America today has the resources to guarantee our citizens -- rural and
urban -- full economic and social opportunity. We have the know-how.

When peace comes in Vietnam -- and it will come ...

When we find a way to slow down and then reverse the arms race -- and
if I am elected, we shall,

+++ Our opportunities here at home will be even greater.

Will we be in a position to take advantage of those opportunities?

Or will we be led by men who turn their backs on the future and neglect
these critical areas of rural development -- and human development generally --
for which they have little understanding and less compassion?

It is going to be a hard race ... But with your help, I mean to win.

THEHEHE
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SIOUX FALLS COLISEUM
SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAROTA

SEPTEMBER 19, 1968

THE HONORABLE VICE-PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES, HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: Thank you
very much my dear friend, Senator McGovern. I would noT
have asked this wonderful audience to expend their
applause, but I am afraid we're maybe paying for
television time, and I just didn't want to see it go
to waste.

Thank you my dear friends for
yvour wonderful reception! First, may I pay my
respects to Chairman Ed Smith, to all the officers
here of the Western States Power-Water and Power
Consumers Conference; many of my good friends that

have come from Washington, the Assistant Secretary

-4

Ken Holum, my friend Bob Partridge and others, of coursT
Senator Burdick of North Dakota. We always like to
have somebody from North Dakota come down and see us
in South Dakota, and it is a privilege for them.
(Applause)

And it is a privilege for us. I want to join with
Senator McGovern tonight in congratulating Ben Strong

in getting that fine award. He surely deserved it.
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But the gentleman that received the distinguished
service award here this evening is the man I should
like to pay my respects to for just a moment. He has
been kind enough, and Mr. Smith has been kind enough,
to mention Bob Chamberlain, the Democratic candidate
for Governor, and Frank Denholm, our candidate here

for Congress. These are two wonderful gentlemen,

they honor your state, they honor this party, they honoj
you by their willingness to seek public office, and

I hope and pray that they may be honored by the majorit
of this State. The man that means so much to me and

so much to you has just introduced me. I've got a

deep respect for this country. To pay my respects

to George McGovern, I know of no man, no man, that has
served more faithfully the people that he has been
called upon to represent. I know of no man that is
more faithful to the people of the Plains, to the
people of agriculture, the small businessmen, the labor
men, the school child, the families of this country.

I know of no man who truly and deeply in his heart has
the cause of peace, personal peace, and international
peace more sincerely held than George McGovern, and I
want to call upon the people of this State. No matter
what you do for any of the rest of us, I want you to

see that the United States Senate is privileged to

LR ]
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have him back here again for another term.
(Applause)

Quite frankly, I haven't the
slightest doubt that is what's going to happen. I have
looked over the polls out here and I want to say right
now just to correct the record, I have got more
relatives out here than they gave me credit for in
that poll. Of course, I might just as well admit some
of them are politically unreliable. I intend to shape
them up before too long. But in the meantime, in the
meantime, do what I suggested. Do what you ought to
do; re-elect---elect---send back to the greatest liberty
body in the world, the United States Senate, a man
conscious, a man of conviction, a man of courage, and
your man and my man, George McGovern.

(Applause)

Senator McGovern has mentioned
my visit today in Boston. It was a wonderful, beautifu}
day, and we had thousands and thousands and thousands
of people on an intersection as far back as a block
each way---four ways; a mass of humanity, good people.
A few that decided that they had a monopoly on what was
right or maybe what was wrong, I am not sure, But
let me join with Senator McGovern tonight and say just

this, that our freedoms are too precious to be abused




S 60 s W N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24
25

by anyone, or to be misused. Freedom of speech is

too precious to be denied by Government, or by a mob,
or by an angry shouting clack and, freedom of assembly
is too precious to ever be denied or abridged by a
Government or by a mob, or any group of people that fee]
that they have to break up that freedom; freedom of votyf
To vote is too precious to ever be denied by Government
or by a mob or anyone else. My fellow Americans,

it's time to blow the whistle on those who would deny
the American people a chance to reason together; a
chance to think things out. There isn't a problem that
this country has that will be settled in anger, in
bitterness, in shouting, and there isn't a problem that
this country has that can be handled or solved in -
violence, personal violence, international violence or
violence against one another or violence on the streets
I want this fine group of Americans to know that if

I am permitted to be the President of the United
States, I shall mobilize every resource of the country
for the protection of our Democratic rights and, I will
never tolerate violence in any form, wherever I can
stamp it out or put it out. (Applause) But I grew

up out here and I'm proud of it. I've had a few people
say possibly, this dulls your vision, I don't think so,

I think the clean, fresh air of the Plains gives you a

W
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better vision than the smog of some other places---
and it's a special honor to speak here in this Western
State Conference.

Eight years ago a young senator
from Massachusetts addressed you at another conference,
at another time of great decision, and how well you
remember it. And looking back over the '50's, the
1950's, when the "No New Starts" was a public policy
on resource development, when Mr. Kruschev said that
he would bury us economically---I think you remember
those days---John Kennedy said these words, "I hope that
in the United States in the 1960's no slogan is ever
put forw;rd which says 'No New Starts', no movement
forward: Let us stand still”.

Ladies and Gentlemen: Whenever
this country gets to a point where we say we're
unwilling to start something new, that we're unwilling
to move forward, that we ought to stand still or when
any candidate, says that, we're in trouble; this is a
forward looking country, this is a nation of tomorrow,
not of yesterday, and we need leadership in this country
at every level, White House, State House, Court House,
Congress, Legislature; wherever it is that has an
appreciation of the strength of this nation, and under

that we must move forward, and John Kennedy got this
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country moving, We havei kept it moving and let me tell

you how well it's moved. Four hundred and seventy-eight

"New Starts" since 1961 in watershed projects, thirty-six

"New Starts" by the Bureau of Reclamation; and "New
Starts” on four hundred and ninety-four dams and other
structures by the Corps of Engineers. We said we would
get this country moving, we said we wouldn't tolerate
this false doctrine of "No New Starts" and we kept our
word. And believe me, let me tell you, promises made
will be promises kept if I am permitted to serve
as your President.
(Applause)

We did a little something else too.
I know that things haven't been too good and I am the
last man in the world to come out here and say you nevey
had it so good because I know better. I want to tell
you something I can remember when we had worse. We had
moved forward even on farm income. I can remember
that the repair jobs that we had to do after the
Nixon-Benson damage of the 1950's net farm income reachg
a peak with that grand fellow from Independence, Missoux
that great president, Harry Truman. Then it fell three
billion dollars in the next year and then back up again
three billion dollars since 1960. It's taken us eight

years to repair the damage of eight years. Now, my

i,
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fellow Americans, I don't think you ought to play

yo~yo economics with American agriculture. Once you
got it going up, I think we ought to keep it going up.
(Applause) What are we going to do then from here on
out? Well, we're in another year of great decision,
just like when John Kennedy addressed you, what do

we hear? We find Mr. Nixon down in Iowa claiming to
plow a straight row with a corn picker. Now that's a
trick if you can do that, that's one I want to see. I
will tell you we can put that in the State Fair and get
rich. Then he also promised to change the farm program,
I heard that before. But I think it would be about
time you ask him what changes. Would he change the
wheat programs and get rid of the certificates or

would he repeal it altogether? What would he do about
the feed business program; would he repeal that? What
about the Farmers Home Administfation Credit Program,
would he change that. No, I think we ought to find outf{
some answers before we start putting our ballots in

the ballot box. What about REA? He was against it all
the way when he served in Congress. Now, I know there
are some people that say there is a new Nixon, some
people say there is an old Nixon, I don't agree with
any of that. What I'm worried about is the real Nixon.

(Applause) What I am saying to this audience tonight,
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let's find out. I'm going to tell you where I stand,
and you know where I stand. Let him speak out. A&Are

we going to have some more of that Nixon-Agnew-Benson
guackery or are we going to have some real medicine put
up along the lines of Humphrey-Muskee-and McGovern?
(Applause) Now, I spent a lifetime of public service
fighting for these farm programs, fighting for rural
electrification, fighting for rural telephones, fighting
for the kind of rural America I'd like to have and I'd
like my children to have and my grandchildren to grow
up in; and success is now in sight, and I am not, as
Adlai Stevenson used to say, going to let another
Republican administration snatch defeat from the jaws
of victory. I am just not going to do it.

(Applause.)

My fellow Americans I know that people sometimes feel
that we indulge in too much partisanship, but we have
political parties and we have platforms and we have
programs and it's right for us to come to you and speak
to you, it's right for all these candidates to come to
you and speak to you. You know the record of George
McGovern and you know when I served in the Senate with
him we voted side by side. You know the record of the
man that speaks to you tonight, you know that when the

going was tough we were there and you know that when you
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had few supporters I was there and I knew that you had n
other supporters. To the years to come I will be
there if you let me be there. (Applause)

So tonight I just outlinedfor
you quickly, and I hope meaningful a ten point program
of the next steps and of "New Starts"”, none of this
no-go-go-slow-veto stuff, but "New Starts"in the
revitalization of rural America. First, this is no
time to cut back on the Great Plains Conservation
Program. It is an investment in soil resources that
you and I know will be paid in many fold, and funds are
needed to restore it and I will guarantee this audience
right now that to restore those funds we will, if
you give me the chance, it will be in the budget and
we will go to the Congress and if you keep Burdick
there from North Dakota, and McGovern from South Dakota
we will have that program on the road. (Applause)
And let me tell you something else, let's speed up
not slow down, the Garrison Diversion Project and the
Oahe Irrigation unit. Good grief, these are wise
investments, I have worked on them all in my public
service days, so have these two senators. In fact, you
never get a day's peace when you have McGovern and Burd
around. They want everything. They want to get these

things done yesterday; not tomorrow and believe me

Lck
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that's when they should have been done and I will
guarantee you that we're not going to delay if we

get the chance, you help me and I'll help you and
we'll get the job done. (Applause)

While I am talking about ungoing efforts we know about
regional developments, we set up the Regional Developmen
Commission for the Dakota's, Montana, Wyoming and
Nebraska, the authority is there. I say it's time to
get it moving and get on with the work of regional
developments but let me pass on some good news. At leagt
the beginning of good news from Norman Clap, the
administrator of REA. I have received a most encouraging
report on the progress of the loan applications from
Basin Electric Power and Co~operative for funds to
finance additional generation and transmission facilitiTs

and I want to say to this audience that I begin to call

it the McGovern and Burdick Basin Electric. I have never

seen anything like it. Senator McGovern and Senator
Burdick, they don't even say hello without saying how
is the loan application of the Basin Electric Power
Co-operative coming along. The negotiations with the
Bureau of Reclamation have been completed and major
technical questions, which are difficult have been
resolved and the process of the loan is moving forward

promptly. The administration of REA assures me that
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the additional facilities are neéded, that the Basin
proposal is essentially sound and Mr. Clap has assured
me that he will take action on this application at

the earliest possible moment and I was on the telephone
to make sure that that man as soon as humanly possible,
and let me tell you if he doesn't get it done, and

he better, I am going to use all of my effort and power
to get it done. If he doesn't get it done when I sit

in the White House it will get done, I want you to know
that. (Applause) But, we're not going to have to wait
that long, that's what is most important, but I want

a little safety valve there because Ed Smith is sitting
behind me and a few others and I know what they think
about this program and so do I.

Now, comes the second thing we need
to have more and plenty of electricity for the moderniza
of rural America. The electrical program of the
1930's was for the 30's. What ﬁe need now is an
electrical program for the 1270's. We need to think
about using the REA as the front line and the lead agenc
in this country for rural development because our REA's
in particular have that unique ability in management
and finance of technical experts that can be used to
develop rural America. This means jobs, this means

industrial growth, it means our ability to extend the

Fion
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migration into the cities, we'll depend on it. You
know, one of the problems in the cities today is due to
the problem in rural America. The way you stop a flood
is not to build a higher dike downstream, the way to
stop a flood is to get up and do something about the wat
shed upstreams and the way to stop the urban crisis is
to do something to make modern rural America better;

to make it a place where young people want to live;

to make it a place where the next one hundred million
Americans can come to live and live a good life and
that's what we intend to do. (Applause)

Let me just say a little more about this electrical ener
development, what I am talking about is area coverage
without exception and it means better and better
facilities for cooling power and a full exploitation of
atomic energy in addition to more Federal multi-purpose
developments. I think it's now time to consider the
construction of more Federal transmission lines to make
various regions and Federal power projects together.
Customers of private electrical systems, the municipal,
the public power districts and co-operatives will all
benefit. No one is hurt by these programs, this is an
investment in what Senator McGovern said is a better
America. What better thing can you do for this world

than to fulfill what Abraham Lincoln once said to this

1)
L}
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nation by making it a better America he said, this is
the last best hope of earth and he was a prophet in
his time and he was right so let's make this last

best hope of earth better and better and better and
what we're talking about in this conference is just

to make America better. Not somebody particularly
richer, no special interest but to make America, every
American just a little better. (Applause) Then there
is this matter of what our friends in the power industry
know REA and public power and private power people know
is territorial integrity that should be a hard and fast

rule. As for nuclear power developed with public funds

its benefits must be available to all sectors in the poyer

industry. In atomic energy as in all other public
power generations, we must preserve the preference clauge

for municipalities and co-operatives and that will be

the policy of the Humphrey-Muskee administration, no dogbt

about 1it. (Applause) It is in the best interest of

all of the consumers that every electrical utility,

large and small, public and private, participate

directly on a fair and reasonable nondistributory

basis in the ownership, the output and the operation

of a nuclear power plant. A great new source of energy
Now, thirdly, I think it's time

to bring agriculture into the mainstream of American
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economy. In fact, we're about fifty years late. Not
a generation from now, not a decade from now, but in
the next four years. I have been fighting for this all
my life and now I have my chance, and you have your
chance, Ladies and Gentlemen, that at least you have

a man standing for the office of president that comes
for you that is one of you that has lived with you,
worked with you, fought with you, suffered with you,
was defeated with you and enjoyed victory with you.
Let's not miss this opportunity to do what you and I
have been wanting to do all of our lives. Let's

get this job done. I want to serve you and I think

I will. (Applause) And I know that you don't

plow a straight furrow with a corn picker. (Applause)
I also know that agriculture is America's largest
single industry. I know it supports more families than
any others. I know it is basically the vibility and
indeed the vitality of the small towns and cities that
dot most of Ameica. I wish the candidates of the
opposition were as important in the prosperity of the
towns of America as they are in seeing that we have
more jails, more penitentaries, and more policemen.

I am for law enforcement; I am for law and order, but
I would like to have a little law and order and law

enforcement along with a little prosperity, if you
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don't mind, I think it would help. (Applause)

our farmers are the keystones of America's economic
strength and I know it, and you know it, and food will
be the source of enormous export earnings through the
1970's and 1980's, but I also know that agriculture

is still the weakest point in our free enterprise
system. What ails it? Well, it's hard to know, we know
the problems include low farm prices, that is where
you start and inadequate income. We know the problem
is also high interest rates and a farm credit shortage.
We know it's also increasing production costs, literally
squeezing the profits out of the farm. We know all

of these things. We can do something about every one
of them. I have had people say well, when are you
going to speak out, Mr. Vice-President. Well, let me
tell you I am speaking out tonight, I have talked about
a new day in this country, but I want you to know
there is going to be a new and better day for the farm
family of America and the rural America when I become
your president because I have been born and brought up
here and I know what rural America needs. (Applause)

our farm people are not going to sit in the back row,
they're going to be up front, you wait and see. I

can tell my friend, Tony DeShan sitting over here

if things work out as I hope they will you will be
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sitting as close to the inaugeral stand of the president

of the United States as you're sitting to a candidate
right now. (Applause) But, Tony, if they don't, don't
make the trip.

Now, point four in my program for
the: revisation of rural America is this. People with
a specific knowledge and background with agriculture
must be permanently located at critical points througho
the Government. Now, some of us know there is no use
of having folks in the bleachers, they don't win the
games, they don't call the plays, you have to have them
down with the team and where are those points of
decision that effect American agriculture. Well,
in the Tariff Commission which deals with guotas
and imports and other farm trade problems. The Council

of Economic Advisors which advise the president on

taxes and balance of payments and other policy questioﬂs.

The Bureau of Budget where the spending guidelines are
established and do you need somebody there on the
Federal Reserve Board where the interest rates are
established in the Department of Transportation that
has a great deal to do about how you're going to get
your goods to market. And in the National Domestic
Policy Council that I intend to establish when I

become your President to co-ordinate all of these
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civilian domestic peace-time programs. If I am
elected, farm people will not be there, not as guests,
not as onlookers, but they will be there making sure
that the agriculture gets the attention it deserves and
gets it everyday, that's the only way to have it. (Appl

Now, fifthly, I want to recommend
a sizeable increase to the Farmers Home Administration,
lending to easé farm credit. You know we need that,
I shall always continue to urge passage of legislation
to eqable young farmers to finance land of periods up
to forty years.

Six, we must reform the Federal
Tax structure to remove artificial incentive for the
movement of nonfarmers into agriculture as a tax haven.
In fact, that whole tax structure needs rennovation
and it will get it, make no mistake about it, I will
be back to talk to you about it, I think I know a littl
bit about it. I fought this tax structure once before.
These investors that I speak of now join in unfair tax
bylaws that have the advantage over the independent
farmer, it's not right, it's wrong. If it's wrong we
ought to get rid of it and I pledge to you I will

get rid of it. (Applause)

Seven, we need our basic farm

programs, we need the improvements made permanent.

huse)
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I noticed today the Conference Committee, Senator
McGovern, just agreed on a one year extension, what

a pity, what a pity! Mr. Nixon said he would go for

a one year extension, what a pity. I know what that
means; that means we've got to start our fight for
agriculture all over again next year. We have got to
go through the same routine we have before and some

of you remember we passed that bill three times before

we could get it through both Houses. Ladies and

Gentlemen: you have got a fight on your hands, this isﬂ't

my fight, let me tell you dear friends, it isn't so
terribly important that I become your president except
that I represent your fight. And when people attack
these programs that we're talking about, they're not
attacking me, they're attacking you. We're in this
battle together and mark my words if we lose this
election, Edward Taft Benson will look like a social
worker compared to what you will get, (Applause) Boy.
What a social worker he.was. He did more to advance
the cause of poverty than any single man and we have
had a war on it ever since. (Applause.)

I can still see those scenes, the Republican nominee
for President now walking arm in arm coming into the
joint meeting of the Congress with that stahl word,

defender of backward movement and rural poverty as
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level and one that specifies how and when they can be

Edward Taft! Benson. Well, my dear friends, now you
listen to these names if you think you're going to
get any comfort you know the record as well as I do,
you know it better, if you think you're going to get
any comfort out of Nixon-Agnew and Benson, then
you have been drinking something that I haven't.
(Applause)

Eight, we need stategis reserves,
major farm commodities, and I favor a program that

keeps these reserves and common sense on a clearly defin

released so they do not interfere with the market. If
I am permitted to be your President, we're not going

to let something happen like has happened. When the pri
of corn dropped a little or when another price got up

a little somebody dumped something in the market, not
on your life! The farmer is entitled since he has

to take a lot of bumps, he's entitled occasionally to
get to the sky once in a while to see what it looks
like around there., 2And I believe we should let

that market-—-- (Applause) I believe we should let that
market rise. Let me lay it on the line again and

we're here in the view of the whole nation, there isn't
any reason at all why the American farmer has to subsid]

the rest of the nation, it's time for the American farm

ed
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to get his fair share of the great rewards of this
economy and it's a pity that he hasn't had it. (Applausg
He's not going to get it unless we get point number
nine.

He needs stronger farm co-operatives
farmers continue to face serious price problems, both

in buying products, items and market the commodities

as we have and expand the credit for all farm co-operati

including rural electrics. I want you to know that

I understand the necessity of supplemental financing.

I have already addressed myself to the REA people

on this and I alsc understand the necessity of having
an REA administration that appreciates that this

is 1970, not 1240, and that we have things to do.

So we need to build our farm co-operatives and you can'
puild them out of promises, you build them out of credi
and you build them out of an administration if you
please, that will protect them and defend thenm. I
remember what we had in the '50's, I remember when
they wanted to tax you out of existence, I remember
and I hope you do and may I say to the mothers and
fathers, if your children haven't been told about it,
you better tell them if they're going to live on a
farm because if they get an administration that is

unfriendly to the farm co-operative you haven't got a

)
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prayer and you know it. (Applause)
And. then my final point, our farmer&
will never have and, I repeat, never have true parity
of income or full control over their economic destinies
until they have what the rest of this economy has, what
business has, and what laborers have and what everyone
has from a schoolteacher, to a doctor, to a dentist,
to a lawyer, or a working man, until they have the
right to bargain in the market place for a better
price. (Applause) They want this right and they shall
have it, that is if you get somebody that is willing
to support it. Farm programs provide only a floor
of support, no one will ever get rich off a farm program,
that's a minimum, they are not the total answer. They
never intended to be. I believe, however, that organizpd
farm bargaining, strengthening our co-operatives,
adequate credit does hold the answer to full parity
of income of our farmers and I shall do everything if
I am the President of the United States; everything
in my power to see that they have the right to bargain
and effectively, so that they can do something about
their income and their prices. (Applause)
Finally, my friends, America today does have the
resources guarantee our citizens rural and urbal full

and egual social opportunity, there was a time that
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we talked only of social security, that's not good
enough anymore. Dear friends, now we must have
opportunity and not just for some, but for everybody.
It's the time that we're going to decide whether your
citizens become more impacted; whether our slums

grow worse or start to disappear; whether we put enough
resources into the hands of our local police to enable
them to do the job we want them to do, whether we ask
them to fight crime against slogans and opportunities
seeking hatred and vengance, yes America has the
resources if it has the will; if it has the leadership,
I know we have the knowhow. 2And when peace comes in
Viet Nam and it will come, and my dear friends, it is
no secret to you (Applause)---It is no secret to you
that my life has been one that has been dedicated to
the works of peace, the Peace Corps, the Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty, Food for Peace, The Disarmament Agency,
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, these are the
hallmarks of a career. Ladies and Gentlemen: I took
as a top item on my agenda when I become your Presiden
on Januvary 20, 1969, I put it at the top of the list
to find a way to end this war and to make this country
once again united-~-(Applause)---Thank you. Thank you
very much, my friends, you have given me your answer.

I have given you my commitment, I know that the days

i
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ahead are difficult, I am fully aware of the problems
that we face, I am-very aware of the difficulties of
this campaign, but I say to you tonight that whatever
we will to do we can do, there has never been anything
that we couldn't do if we had our minds to the task.
Some people have said that doing the impossible is
impossible. I say to you that doing what some people
think is impossible, is what makes you great. I think
there is a basic goodness of this country, and I

think there is a basic greatness. That goodness will
come to the forefront when a leader calls it and

that greatness will come to the forefront when a
leader asks for it and Ladies and Gentlemen, tonight

I ask you to join me in the revival of the goodness

of the nation and I ask you to join in the xrebirth of
the greatness of this nation and together we can get

the job done, thank youl!

Dick Thiewes & Associates, Inc.
Court Reporters
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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Coliseum Speech, Sioux Falls, S.D.
September 19, 1968

Vice President Humphrey. I t want to say that I
am highly honored to tender this distinguished service
award to a man who is distinguished, to a man whose whole
life has been dedicated to service; that is your Senator,
Senator George McGowern.

Senator McGovern. Thank you very much, Mr. Cochran,
Mr. Smith, my colleague in the Senate, Senator Burdick
of North Dakota, who is with us tonight, the candidate
for Congress, Mr. Frank Denholm, the candidate for Governor,
Mr. Robert C erlain, and other distinguished guests, ladi
and gentlemen.

Let me take just a moment before I present the Vice
President, who is our speaker for tonigzt, to express my
very deep appreciation for the award that your Association
has just presented to me. I understand before I came into
the auditorium tonight that my lzgislative assistant, during
the nearly six years I have served in the U.S. Senate, M.
Ben Stong, was also given an award, the George W. Norris
award. have the feeling that if Senator Norris were here
tonight, he would ag:iaud that decision, because I think
perhaps I, better t anyone else here, have been in a
position in recent years to appreciate the enormous contri-
bution that Ben Stong has made to the cause of conservation
and resource development, not only during the years he spent
with me as my chief adviser on legislative matters, but also
during a long lifetime of devotion to the cause of conserva-
tion and the peaceful development of our country.

I am very pleased, too, with the recognition you have
brought to me tonight in this award. It adds a special note
when it comes from the hands of Clay Cochran, and especially
from the Vice President of the United States, who also have

ven their public careers and their lives to the cause of a
etter America.

So I thank you from the very depth of my being for
this recognition of our common interest in the constructive
development of the resources of this beautiful and great
country of ours that we all love and that we all cherish.

Now, it is my Srivila e to present an old friend, a
neighbor of mine in Chevy Chase, Maryland, for nearly all of
the years that I have been privilaged to serve in Washington
DsC. He moved up town after he became Vice President, but w%
have continued our friendship and our association over the
years. Both of us have remembered our common origin in the
soil of South Dakota and the friends and acquaintances that
we have in this part of the rural heart land of America.

I want to say that it is with greaelgride that I give
my endorsement and that of many of my coll es in the
U.3., Senate -- Senator Kennedy, who introduced the Vice Prea?

den



Boston early today; Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, who
spoke briefly at the airport a couple of hours ago and
added his warm support to the Vice President; Senator Burdick,
ho shares this stage with me, and many other members of the
U.S. Senate and the Congress who are doing what they can to
see that Hubert Humphrey becmmes the next President of the
United States.

(Applause)

oy Bl ¢ - S < | o

Senator McGovern. We do that not because he has asked
us to support him one hundred percent on every single question
that comes before the country, but because we believe that
better than any other candidate seeking the presidency this
year, he is the man who offers this country the best hope for
peace abroad and for progress and development here at home.

© o

10 (Applausze)

Senator McGovern. I think the Vice President meets
the four criteria that I have in my own mind of what a great
President ought to embody in his own presidency and his candi-
dacy. He ought to be & man who can communicate with the
American people. What an important guality that is. At a
time when there is so much trouble and frustration in this
great country of ours, how important it is to have a man who
speaks with a clear tongue, who in the wordsof Time Magazine,
speaking about Mr. Humphrey years ago, says that he has the
best coordination of mind and tongue of any man in public
life today, and that we endorse.

11
12
13

14

15
16
17 This morning, he spoke in one of our great cities, stand-
ing with Senator Kennedy of Boston, and they were heckled,
they were booed by ill-mannered people who don't understand
what the American pelitical pm process is all about, and who
do not understand that we ought to be able to have honest
differences among ourselves and still treat each other with
respect apd still give the other man a chance to a respectful
and decent hearing. Yet in spite of that, I am told by the
press who is traveling with the Vice President that he handled
the situation beautifully. His capacity tec communicate broke
through even that very difficult situation and he made one

of the greatest speeches that he has made in the campaign to
date.

18
19
20
21

22

23

I want to tell the Vice President that here in South
Dakota, he is not going to be heckled, he is not boing to be
booced. I can't promise him one hundred percent of the vote
in this state, but I can tell him that everybody in this state

24
25
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but I can tell him that everybody in this state and in this
part of the country respects him and we want him to have a
hearing and we want his voice to be heard in this very important
election. So he has the capacity to communicate and he has,
secondly, the quality of compassion that is so important in
the next President of the United States.

This is a man with peace in his soul and good will in
his heart and warmth in his spirit. I know him as a neighbor
and friend; I know his love for children and the old people
of this country, for all the citizens of this land, and I know
something about the warmth and the compassion and the dreams
that he has for this great country of ours.

Then the next President must have a sense of history. By
that, I mean he must know what it is that is important, what
it is that is worth giving priority to. And that is the theme
of this conference, that is worth giving the great power of
the presidency to for moving our country ahead here at home
and restoring peace abroad.

Finally, the next President of the United States must
have what Hubert Humphrey has, and that is the capacity not to
appeal to our fears and our frustrations and our anxieties
and our basic instincts which we all have. But we must have
a man in this most exhaulted of all cffices who draws on the
best that is within us, who draws on our dreams, our ideals
and our hopes and our aspirations for a better life. That
is the test of pelitical leadership, the capacity to draw upon
the best that is in the American people.

We are a great people. We do not always show the best
side of our nature, but we are more apt to show it when we
have a man in the White House who is inspiring those best
ideals that we hold most dear in this country. It is on that
basis that I am proud to stand on this stage tonight with an
old friend, with 2 man we all know in this part of the country,
the Vice President of the United States, and I think the next
President of the United States, Hubert Humphrey.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Thank you very much, my dear
friend, Senator McGovern. I would not have asked this wonder-
ful audience to suspend their applause, but I am afraid we are
maybe paying for television time and I did not want to see it
go to waste.

Thank you, my dear friends, for your wonderful reception.

First may 1 pay my respects to Chairman Smith, to all the




4

officers here in the Western States Water and Power Ceonsumers
Conference, to many of my good friends who have come from
Washington -- Assistant Secretary Ken Holum, my friend, Bob
Partridge, and others, and of course, to Senator Burdick from
North Dakota. We always like to have somebody from North
Dakota come down to see us in South Dakota. It is a privilege
for them.

[ 7 I

(61}

(Applause)

(2]

Vice President Humphrey. And, it is a privilege for us,

I, too, want to join with Senator McGovern tonight in
congratulating Ben Stong for getting that fine award. He
surely deserves it.

© oo 3

But the gentleman who received the distinguished service
awaré here this evening is the man that I should like to pay
my respects to for just a moment. He hase been kind enough
and Mr. Smith has been kind enough to mention John Chamberlain,
Democratic candidate for Governor, Fred Denhodm, our candidate
Bere for Congress. These are two wonderful gentlemen. They
honor this Skate, they honor this party, they honor you by
their willingness to seek public office, and I hope and pray
that they may be honored by the majority of this state.

10
11
12
13
14 But the man who means so mubh to me and so much to you
has just introduced me. I have gone the length and breadth
of this country to pay my respects to Senator McGovern. I
know of no man, nc man, that has served more faithfully the
people that he has been called upon to represent. I know of
no man that is more faithful to the people of the plains, the
people of agriculture, the small businessman, the laboring
man, the school child, the family of this country. I know

of no man who truly and deeply, in his heart, has the

cause of peace -- personal peace, inner peace, national peace,
and international peace -~ more sincerely held than George
McGovern. And I want to call upon the people of this state,
no matter what you do for the rest of us, I want you to see

that it is the U.S. Senate's privilege to have him back there
again for another term.

15
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22 (Applause)

23 Vice President Humphrey. Quite frankly, I have not the
slightest doubt that that is what is going to happen. I have
looked over the polls out here and I want to say right now,
just to correct the record, I have more relatives out here than
they gave me credit for in the polls. Of course, I might

just as well admit it, some of them are politically unreliable,
and they may have slipped, but I intend to shape them up before
too long. In the meantime, do what I have suggested, do what

24

25




!ou cught to do, re-elect, elect, send back to the greatest

fleliberative body in the world, the U.S. Senate, a man of
onscience, a man of conviction, a man of courage, and your man
nd my friend, George McGovern, the best that we have.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Senator McGovern has mentioned
y visit today to Boston. It was a wonderful, beautiful day.
e hdd thousands and thousands and thousands of people on an
ntersection as far back as a block each way, four ways, a
pass of humanity -- good people, a few that decided that they
had a monopoly on what was right, or what was wrong. I am not
pure. But let me join with Senator McGovern tonight, saying
flust this, that our freedoms are too precious to be abused by
gnyone; freedom of speech is too precious to be denied by
jovernment or by a mob or by an angry, shouting claque. Preedom
pf assembly is too precious to ever be denied or abridged by
B government or by a mob or any group of people that feel
Fhat they have to break up that freedom of assembly. And free-

: My fellow Americans, it is time to blow the whistle on
those who would deny the American people z chance to reason
kogether, a chance to think things out., There is not a probleé
hat this country has that will be settled in anger and
patred, in bitterness and shouting, and there is not a problem
hat this country has that can be handled or solved by violencd
- personal violence, international violence, or violence
hgainst one another or violence on the streets. And I want
his fine group of Americans to know that if I am permitted

0 be President of the United States, I shall mobilize every
esource of this country for the protection of our Democratic
ights and I will never tolerate violence in any form wherever
can stamp it out or put it out.

17
18

19

laus
5 (Applause)
Vice President Humphrey. I grew up out here and I am
proud of it. I have had a few people say that possibly this
dullsyour vision. I don't think so. I think that the clean
fresh air of the plains gives you a better vision than the smodq
of some other places. And it is a special honor to me here
at this Western States Conference. Eight years ago, a young
enator from Massachusetts addressed you at another time of
great decésion. And how well you remember it.

21
22
23
24

25 And looking back over the 50's, the 1950's, when the “no

new starts” was a public policy on resource development, when
pir. Kimrushchev said that he would bury us economically -- I




ink you remember those days -- John Kenpedy said these
ords: "I hope that in the{bnitcd States )sixties no slogan
s ever put forward which says no new starts, no movement
forwaxrd, let us stand still.”

Ladies and gentlemen, whenever this country gets to a
point where we say that we are unwilling to start something
new, that we are unwilling to move forward, that we ought to
Btand still, or when any candidate says that, we are in
ouble. This is a forward-looking country. This is a nation
pf tomorrow, not of yesterday. We need leadership in this
ountry at every level -- White House, State House, Courthouse,
ongress, legislature —- wherever it is that has an appreciati
pf the strength of this nation and understands that we must
g8 jprove forward.

o |l John FKennedy got this country moving and we have kept it
poving. Let me tell you how well it has moved. 478 new start
Bince 1961 in water shed projects. 36 new starts by the Bureay
pf Reclamation; new starts on 494 dams and other structures

11 |py the Corps of Engineers.

10

We said we would get this country moving, we said we
ould not tolerate this false doctrine of no new starts
and we have kept our words. 2And believe me, let me tell XK
you that promises made will be promises kept if I am permitted
D serve you as your President.

12
13

14

15 {(Applause)

16 Vice President Humphrey. We did a little something else,

too. I know that things have not been too good and I am the
last man in the world to come out here and say you never had
it so good, because I know better. But I want to tell you

can remember when we had it worse. We moved forward even

on farm income. I remember. I can remember that repair

job that we had to do after the Nixon-Benson damage of the
1950's. Net farm income reached a peak with that grand fellow
from XHAXERX Independence, Missouri, that great President
flarry Truman, and then it fell $3 billion in the next eight
years. And it has been back up again $3 billion since 1960.
It has taken us eight years to repair the damage of eight yearg.

17
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Noy, my fellow Americans, I don't think we ought to play

o-yo economics with American agriculture. Once you have got

23
it going up, I think we ought to keep it going up.

24
(Applause)

25
Vice President Humphrey. But what are we going to do thejp
from here on out? Well, we are in another year of great

decision, just like when John Kennedy addressed you.
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What do we hear? Well, we find Mr. Nixon down in Iowa
claiming to plow & straight furrow with a corn picker. Now,
that is a trick, that one. That is one I want to see. I
tell you, we can put that in the state fairs and get rich,

And then he also promised to change the farm program, I
heard that before. Well, I think it would be about time that

you ask him what changes?

Do we change the wheat program and get rid of the cer-
tificates, or would he repeal it altogether?

What would he do about the feed grains program? WwWill
he repeal that? What about the Parmers Home Administration

Credit program? Will he charnge that?

I think we ought to find out some answers before we
start putting our MHXEK ballot in the ballot box.

What about REA? He was against it all the way when he
served in Congress. Now, I know there are some people who say
there is a new Nixon, some people say there is an old Nixom. I
don't agree with any of that., What I am worried about is the
real Nixon. I doa't (think we want him).

{Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Se I am saying to this audience
tonight, let's find out. I am telling you where I stand and
you know where I stand. Let him speak out. Are we going to
have more of that Nixon-Agnew-Benson quackery, or are we
geing to have some real medicine, put up galong the lines of
Humphrey-Muskie-McGovern? I think that is the guestion.

(2pplause)

Vice President Humphrey. I heve spent & lifetime 3£
of public service fighting for these farm programs, fighting
for rural electrification, fighting for rural telephones,
fighting for the kind of rural America I would like to have
and I would like my children to have and my grandchildren to
grow up in. And success is now in sight.., And I a= pot, as
Adlai Stevenson used to say, going to let another Republican
Administration snatch defeat from the jaws of victory.” I am
just not going to do it.

(Applause)
Vice President Humphrey. Oh, my fellow Americans, I

knowthat people sometimes think we indulge in too much parti-
sanship, but we have political parties and we have platforms
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11l

12

13

14
15

16

17 ||[program and the Oahe Irrigation unit. Good grief, these are

18

19 ||They want everything. They want to get these things done
yesterday, not tomorrow. And believe me, that is when they shopuld

20
21
22
23
24

25

and we have programs and it is right for me to come to you and
speak out. It is right for all these candidates to come to
you and speak out to you. You know the record of George
McGovern and you know that when I served in the Senate with
him, we voted side by side. You know the record of the man
that speaks to you tonight. You know that when the going

was touchh, we were there. And you know when we had few
supporters, I was there. And you know that when you have

no other supporters in the years to come, I will be there if
you let me be there.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. So tonight I will just outline
for you, quickly and I hope meaningfully, a ten-point program
of next steps and of new starts. None of this no-go, go-slow,
veto stuff, but new starts in the revitalization of rural
America.

First, this is no time to cut back on the Great Plains
Conservation program. It is an investment in soil-resources
that you and I know will repay kis many fold and funds are

eeded to restore it. And I will guarantee this audience
ight now that restore those funds we will, if you give me the
chance. It will be in the budget and will go to the Congress
and if you keep Burdick there from North Dakota and McGovern
from South Dakota, we will have that program on the road,

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. And let me tell you something
else: Let's speed up, not slow down the Garrison Diversion

wise investments. I worked on them 2ll my public service
days and saw these two Senators -- in fact, you never get
a day's peace when you have McGovern and Burdick around you,

have been done, and I will guarantee you that we are not going
to delay. If we get the chance, you help me and I will help ypu
and we will get the job done.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. While I am talking about anrgoifg
efforts, we know about regional development and we set up a
regional development commission for the Dakotas, Montana,
Wyoming and Nebraska. The authority is there. I say it is ;ite
to get it moving and get on with the work of regional developmént.




But let me past on some good news -- at least the

inning of good news from Norman Clapp, the Administrator

f REA. I have received a most encouraging report on the
progress of the loan application from Basin Electric Power
Cooperative for funds to finance additional generating and
transmission facilities. T want to say to this audience that
I began to call McGovern and Burdick "Basin,"” Basin Electric,
I have never seen anything 1ike it. Senator McGovern and Senatpr
Burdick, they don't even say hello without saying how is the nL
loan application for the Basin Electric Power Cooperative comi

along?
Well, negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation have
hnical guestions which are difficult

been completed and major tec
8 || have been resolved and the processing of the laon is mo¥ing
forward promptly. The Aéministrator of REA assures me that the

° \ additional facilities are peeded, that the Basin proposal is
| eseentially sound. Mr. Clapp has assured me that he will
take action on this application at the earliest possible

[ moment, and I was on the telephone to make sure that that

11 | meant 2s scon as humanly possible.

10

12 And let me tell you that if he does not get it done, and
11 my effort and power to

he had better, I am going to use &
13 get it done. 1f he does not get it done, when I sit in the
white House, it will get done. I want you to know that.

14

is (Applause)

16 vice President Humphrey. But we are not going to have
to wait that long. That is what is most important, but I
17 | wanted a little safety bell there, because Ed Smith was standjng

there, or sitting behind me, and a few others, and I know g
18 what they think about this program, and so do I.

What is the second thing we need to do? We need tc havel
more and more plentiful and cheap electricity for the
20 modernization of rural America. The electrical progras of the

30's was for the 30's. What we need now is an electrical
We need to think about using the REA

19

21 program for the 70's.
as the front line, as the lead agency for this country for
oo rural development, because our REA's, in particular, have haﬁ
the ability and management and finance and the technical
ability to develop rural Aserica. This means jobs, it means
23 jndustrial growth, it means our ability to stem the migratiofp
> into the cities will depend upon . § 38
25 You know, much of the problem in the cities today is
due to the problem of rural America. The way you stop 2 flopd

is not to build a higher dyke downstream. The way to stop
flood is to get up and do something about the watershet upsyrean
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he way to stop the urban crisis is to find a way to make rural
erica better, to make it a place young Bmericans wgant to
ive, to make it 2 place where cne hundred million Americans
ant to live and come to live a good life. That is what we
eed to do.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Let me say just a little more
ut this electrical energy development. What I am talking
about is area coverage without exception. It means better
and better facilities for pocling power and the full exploita-
tion of atomic energy, in addition to more federal multi-

purpose development.

o) L < ) SEER -SSR A N .

I think it is now time to consider the construction of
more federal transmission lines to link various regions and
federal power projects together. Customers of the private
power systems, the municipals, the public power districts,
and cooperatives will all benefit.

W o

10

0%
This is an investment in what Senator McGovern said is

12 ||a better America. And what better thing can you do for this
nation by making it a better Mmerica? He said this was the las
best hope of earth and he was a proket-ef-his-time- prophet

of his time and he was right. So let's make this last best
hope of earth better and better. What we want to do is make
America better -- not make somebody in particular richer, neo
special interest, but just to make America a little better,
just a little better.

13

14
15

16

17 (Applause)

18
our friends in the power industry know, our REA and public and
private power people know, this territorial integrity. That
should be a hard and fast rule.

19

20

As for nuclear power d@evelopment with public funds, its
benefit must be available to all seetors of the power industry.
In atomic energy as in zll other public power generation, we
must preserve the preference clause for municipalities and
ceoperatives. That will be the policy of the Humphrey-Muskie
administration, no doubt about it.

21

22
23

24 (Applause)

25 Vice President Humphrey. It is in the best interest of al]
the consumers that every electrical utility, large and small,
public and private, participate directly on a fair, reasonable,

and non-discriminatory basis in the ownership, the output and

world than to fulfill what Abraham Lincoln once said of this 4

Vice President Humphrey. Then there is this matter of what

b
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he operation of nuclear power plants, that great new source
f energy.

Now, thirdly, I think it is time to bring agriculture in-
the mainstream of the American economy ~~ in fact, we are
ut 50 vears late -- not a generation from now: not a decade
from now, but in the next four years.

I have been fighting for this all my life and now I have
my chance and you have your chance, ladies and gentlemene At
last you have a man standing for the office of the presidency
that comes from you,that is one of you, that has lived with
you, worked with you, fought with you, suffered defeat with
you and enjoyed victory with you. Let's not miss this oppor-
tunity to do what vou and I have been wanting to de all of
our lives. Let's get this job done. I want te serve you and
I think we can do it together.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. And I know that you don't plow
a straight furrow with a cora picker.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. I also know that agriculture
is America's largest single industry. I know that it supports
more families than any othex., I know that it is basic to the
viability and indeed tc the vitality of the small towns and
cities that dot most of America.

I wish the candidates of the opposition were as interested
in the prosperity of the towns of America as they are in
seeing that we have more jails, more penitentaries and more
policemen. I am for law enforcement, I am for law and order,
but I would like to have a little law and order and a little
enforcement along with a little prosperity, if you don't mind.
I think it would help.

(Applause)

Vice President Eumphrey. Our farmers are the keystone
of America's economic strength and I know it and you know it.
Food will be & source of enormous export earnings in the
1570's and 1980's. But I also know that agriculture is still
the weakest point in our free enterprise system.

What ails it7 Well, it is hard to know. We know the
problems include low fearm prices -- and that is where you
start ~- and inadequate income. We know the problem is also
high interest rates and a farm credit shortage. And we know
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1
t is also increasing production costs that literally squeeze
o ghe profit out of farming. And we know that all of these
hings we can do something about, every one of them.
3
I have heard people say, well, when are you going to speak
4 ffut, Mr. Vice President? Well, let me tell you, I speak out
onight. I have talked about a new day in the country. Well,
5 | want you to kmow that there is going to be 2 new and a
patter day for the farm families of America and for rural
6 fmerica when I become your President, because I have been born
nd brought up here arnd I know what rural Rmerica needs.
T
(Applause)
8 1
Vice President Humphrey. And our farm people are not going
9 Ro sit in the back row. They are going to be up front. You
pait and see.
10
I can tell my friend, Tony DeChant, sitting over here,
11 [feny, if things work out as I hope they will, you will be
Iitting as close to the Office of the President of the United
12 ftates as you are sitting to the candidate right now.
13 j (Applause)
14 Vice President Humphrey. And, Tony, if they don't, don't
ake the trip.
15 |
fo point 4 in my program, for the revitalization of rural
16 |pmerica, is this: people with a specific knowledgeable back-
ground in agriculture must be permanently located at critical
17 |points throughout the government. Now, someone must know
Where those critical points are. You know, there is no uss
18 llin just having fmem folks in the himssmhezs bleachers. They
den't win the game and they don't call the plays. You have
19 [ko have them down with the team.
20 Where are those points of decision that affect American
pgriculture? Well, in the Tarrif Commission, which deals
21 |with quotas and imports and other farm trade problems.
22 In the Council of Economic Advisers, which advises the
President on taxes and balance of payments and other policy
23 [questions.
24 In the Bureau of the Budget, where the spending buidelings
are established. You need somebody there.
25
On the Federal Reserve Board, where the interest rates
are established.
|
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1
In the Department of Transportation, that has a great
2 deal to do about how you are going to get your goods to market.
3 And in the Rational Demestic Policy Council that I intend
o establish when I become President that will coordinate all
4 [the domestic peace-time programs, and if I am elected, farm
people will be there -- not as guests, not as onlookers, but
5 ey will be there making sure that agriculture gets the
attention that it deserves and gets it everyday. That is the
6 |only way to have it.
T {(Applause)
8|l Vice President Humphrey. Fifth, I want to recommend a
[sizeable increase in the Parmers Home Administration lending
9 |jto ease farm credit. You know we need that.
10} I shall also continue to urge passage of legislation
to enable youny farmers to fipance land purchases over perieds
11 [mp to 40 years.
12 |l Sixth, we must reform the federal tax structure to remove
artificial incentives for the movement of non-farmers into
13 [|agriculture as a tax haven. In fact, this whole tax structure
meeds renovation. And it will get it, make no mistake about if.
14 1 will be back to talk to you about it.
15 I think I know a little bit about it. I fought this
tax structure once before. These investors that I speak of
16 [lnow enjoy an unfair tax write-off, giving them an advantage
jover the independent farmer. It is not right, it is wrong.
17 and if it is wrong, we ought to get rid of it. And I pledge
18 © you, I will get rid of it.
(Applause)
19 PP
Vice President Humphrey. Seventh, we need our basic
20 f|farm programs and we need them improved and made permanent.
I noticed today that the conference committee, Senator McGovers,
21 ljust agreed on a cne-year extension. What a pity? What a pit;?
22 Mr. Nixon said he would go for a one vear extension,
What a pity. I know what that means. It means we have to
23 ||start our fight for agriculture all over again next vear. Ve
have to go through the same misery that we had before.
24
Some of you remember that we had to pass that bill three
25 || times before we could get it through both houses.
Ladies and gentlemen, you have a fight on your hands.
|
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is is not my fight. Let me tell you, dear friends, it isa't
¢ terribly important that I become your President, except that
represent your rights, and when people attack these programs
hat we are talking about, they are not attacking we, they are
gttacking you. We are in this family together. Mark my words,
| f we lose this election, Ezra Taft Benson will Ylook like a
ocial worker compared to what you will get.

(¢ ]

(Applause)

(2]

Vice President Humphrey. Boy, what a2 social worker he wa:r
e did more to advance the cause of poverty in eight years tha
iny single man and we have had to wage war on it ever since.

{Applause)

w W =2

| Vice President Humphrey. I can still see those proceed-
§ngs, with the Republican presidential nominee walking arm in
hym, coming into the conference with that stalwart defender
bf backward movement, of rural poverty, Ezra Taft Benson.

10

11
12 |l My dear friends, just listen to these names if you think

you are going to get any comfort. You know the record as well
s I do. You know it better. If you think you are going to gqt
13 hny comfort out of Nixon, Agnew, and Benson, then you have
14 [Pee" drinking something that I have not.

15 (Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Then eight. ¥e need stategic

[resexrves of major farm commedities, and I favor a program that

17 [[keeps these reserves at common sense, clearly defined levels,
land one which specifies how and when they can be released

gsc they do not interfere with the market.

16

18

And if I am permitted to be your President, we are not
going to let something happen like what has happened, that whe
the price of corn got up a little or another price got up 2
little, domebody dumped something in the market. Not on your
life, The farmer is entitled, since he has to take a little
bump, he is entitled to get to the sky once in a while to see

what it looks like around there.

19

+

20
21

22

23 (Applause)
Vice President Humphrey. I believe we should let that
market rise. Let me lay it on the line again, and we are here|
in the view of the whole nation -- there is not any reason at
all why the American farmer has to subsidize the rest of the
nation. It is time for the American farmer to get his fair sh*re
of the great rewards of this economy and it is a pity that he

24

25
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as not had it,
(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. He is not going to get it unless
we get point number nine. He needs stronger farm cooperatives.
Farmers continue to face serious price problems, beth in buying
production items and in marketing commodities, and we have to
expand the credit to all farm cooperatives, including rural
electrics.

I want you to know I understand the necessity of sup-
plementing financing. I have already addressed myself to the
REA people on this. And I also understand the necessity of
having a EEA administration that appreciates that this is
1970, not 1940, and that we have got things to do.

So we need to build our farm cooperatives and you can't
build them out of promises, you build them out of credit. And
you build them with an administration, if you please, that will
protect them and defend them,

I remember whwat we had in the 50's. I remember when they
wanted to tax you out of existence. I remember. And I hope

you do.

¥May I say to the mothers and fathers, if your children
have not been told about it, you had better tell them if they
are going te live on the farm, because if they get an admini-
stration that is unfriendly to the farm cooperative, you have
not got a prayer, and you know it.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Then my final point: Our farmerk
will never have, and I repeat, never have true parity of income
ox full control over their economic destinies until they have
what the rest of this economy has, what business has, what labbr
has, and what everycne has, from a school teacher to a doctor,
to a dentist or a lawyer or a working man: until they have thew
right to bargain in the marketplace for a better price. \

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. They want this right and they
shall have it. That is, if you are willing to get scmebody
that is willing to support it.

Farm programs provide only a portion of support. Yo one
will ever get rich off a farm program. That is 2 minimum.
They are mot the total answer. They never were intended to be.

1
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I believe, however, that organized farm bargaining, strengthenijhg

our cooperatives, adequate credit, do hold the answer to full

parity of income for our farmers. Apd I shall do everything

if I am the President of the United States, everything in my

power to see that they have the right to bargain and effectival%-

so that they can do something about their income and their pricps.
(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Finally, my friends, America
today does have the resources to guarantee our citizens, rural
and urban, full and equal social opportunity. There was a time
that we talked only of social security. That is not good enoqu
anymore, dear friends. Now we must have opportunity, and not
just gfor some, but for everybody.

It is the time that we are going to decide whether our
cities become more impacted, whether our slums grow worse or
start to disappear, whether we put enough resources into the
hands of cur local police to enable them to do the job that we
want them to do, whether we ask them to fight crime with empty

logans in an atmosphere of increasing hatred and tension. Yes|
America has the rescurces if it has the will, if #m it has the
leadership. I know that we have the know-how.

When peace eomes in Vietnam, and it will come -~ and my
dear friends, it is no secret to you (applause) -- it is no
secret to you that my life is one that has been dedicated to the
works of peace -~ the Peace Corps, the Nuclear EXX Test Ban
Treaty, Food for Peace, the Disarmament Agency, the Wuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty -- these are the hallmarks of a career)

Ladies and gentlemen, T put as the top item on my agenda
when I become your President on January 20, 1969, I put at
the top of the list to find a way to end this war and to make
this country what it has been promised to be before.

(Applause)

Vice President Humphrey. Thank you very much, my friends,
you have given me your answer. I have given younmy commitment.
I know that the days ahead are difficult. I am fully aware of
the problems that we face. I am very aware of the difficulties
of this campaign. But I say to you tonight that whatever we
will to do, we can do. There has never been anything that we
could not do if we set our minds to the task.

Some people have said that doing the impossible is impos-
sible. I say to you that doing what some people think is
impossible is what makes you great. I think there is a basic
goodness in this country and I think there is 2 basic greatness|
That goodness will come to the forefront when a leader calls
it. And that greatness will come to the forefront when a leade
asks for it.

L ]
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i.adies and gentlemen, tonight I ask you to join me %
n a revival of the goodness of this nation and I ask vou
© join me in the rebirth of the greatness of this nation,
together, we will get the job done.

{Applause)

17




Speech  Joke?

Comment on South Dakota newspaper poll-Sept.

(Nixon 58% Humphrey 17% Wallace 9%)

Weore Lol atliintC.

We are not too worried about the polls with

Senator Muskie on the ticket,

17
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY

WESTERN STATES WATER & POWER CONSUMERS CONFERENCE

S10UX FALLS, sw% L &Yhe%m
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i Aﬁst storm days of the 1930’ S, itis a special honor to speak ="

/ before the Western States Conference.Z_Your championship ,;(;4

(S

of water and power development has moved this region -- and
m—

indeed all of America -- forward toward a kind of life which -
B T A, ’

we once saw only dimly in our dreams.

- = |

L Eight years ago a young Senator from Massachusetts

addressed you at another time of grge_lt demsmn

it H@S Z Looking back over the 1950's -- when #no new startsﬂ was ‘

T e — e
public policy on resource development...when Mr. Khrushchev }{

said he would bury us economically...John Kennedy said: "I 1




_2..
hope that in the United States in the sixties. .. no slogan is

ever put forward which says no new starts, no movement

forward let us stantlg.tlll ! !
John Kennedy got America mowng again We have kept

ON MovVing, == CLE-J\U"{‘Z‘M""&

-- 478 new starts in watershed projects;

-- 36 new starts by the Bureau of Reclamation;

--new starts on 494 dams and other structures by
—M

the Corps of Engineers.

e p—————

Lf\nd we have moved forward on farm income . too -- not
-

nearly as far as we must go... but far enough to repair some of
TS T T

—

the Nixon-Benson damage of the 1950's.
——r——— TR T IR AR ST RIS

L Net far m income reached a peak with Harry Truman,, and

e ——

then fell three billion dollars in the next eight years. Itis back

up three billion since 1960.

(MMMMR

Where do we go from here?

R PP L T IS L S S T I
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P
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Once again we are in a year of great decision, and we find ,

Mr. Nixon in lowa, claiming to plow a straight furrow with a
# -

corn picker. ..and promising to change the farm program.; But
———————— —

-
*

he doesn't say how he'll change it.

Lﬂould he change the wheat program? Or would he eliminate
= T TSR

the certificates? Or would he repeal it altogether?
W

A Would he change the feed grains program? Would he

| it? 4
repeal | | ¢ M

LWhat about Farmers Home Administration credit‘? | think

we Eught to find out before November.

L.And what about REA? He was against it all the way in

Congress. MH ﬂ'l

T

Z Would we have more of the special interest decisions of

E——

the 1950's -- the kind that required a Erwate We_s;t_e.rn States

gt

Water and Power Consumers Conference to defend the public

interest?

e
‘_—Let him speak out. S— a)U UJJ tb

e i,
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LI 've spent a life time of public service fighting for

rural electrification. . . fighting for programs that will protect

ST

g

farm and rural people.. . fighting for the kind of rural America

Ty I R S T

| would like my children and grand children to grow up in. ©

Success is in sight. And | am not-- as Adlai Stevenson
#

used to say -- going to let another Republican Administration

“snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. " , ’

——”_—__—.—-—__————'-—"

R R

Z Today; | want to put before you a ten-point program of

&
0 »/4 next steps and new starts in the revitalization of rural America

a frofran/dddredsgd tofMe fapfPrs /e hddngsPney

I‘_n'", E" ,‘I P / / 1 ‘_‘_‘/ !,"‘ / .
nesoyCe dey ’fop "ang/ efre fihog

TR R, -’“‘ﬁ

[&mmmwm

i"
This is no time to cut back on the Great Plains Conservation
m

ol
Program It is an investment in soil resources that will be
TSNy ST T T I TE

repaid manyfold Funds for rt should be restored

v
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And let's speed up -- not slow down -- the Garrison mm

\ b L
prOJectandtheae e | 44 ese-orofilie
o VR i |

Yy
, Todgy we havea enormous reCregtiondl dmegomy

P

gpportunjty in the .u___--' the pperN\I ourl Lt'

but that dreat résource td whrk quicklyk)y<e people of fhe

Dakotas, Maoitana and all§Americans
r—— oo 4_—5_—9‘
L In 1965 we passed a Public Works and Economic Development
M

Act over the opposition of 92 percent of the Republicans in the

. House./ That act provides for creation of a Regional Development
j‘b p—

Comm|5510n in the Dakotas, Montana, Wyoming and Nebraska. q

TG

The Authority is there J Governors Guy and Morrison were for

[ ]
|t but some of their Republican colleagues were not,/ | say it's
time to set it up and get on with the work of regional development

|n '[hlS area. ¢o

A And while | am talking about on-going efforts, let me pass
#

#

on to you some good news from Norman Clapp) the Administrator
M
—p
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of REA, | have received a most encouraging report on the
progress of the loan application from Basin Electric Power
M

Cooperative for funds to finance additional generating and
E— S— T T e T R P T ST N
transmission facilities,

/

L Negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation have been

completed, the major technical questions have been resolve
———‘1

and the processing of the loan is moving ahead promptly.,
F

The Administration of REA assures me that the additional

e

facilities are needed, that the Basin proposal is essentially

et )

sound, and that he will take action on the application at the
— T T ey

/

earliest possible moment . |
| z And Jet me add this personal pledge; As—+F sidnt, I

1) e "- = 'r"f m :
will seetontthatthe DOWE I LoaRbe=aproves
R 7. y /f T

as one efthe flrst acts of a Humphrey-Muskie Administration. # £

e

Second, further modernization of rural America in

the 1970's is going to depend even more on cheap and plentlful

e e/
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electricity than it has from the 1930's until now, Jobs...

T '_
-

industrial growth. .. our ability to stem migration into the
cities will depend on it. (MW -&«skmlm' M)

/1 That means area coverage without exception. 4
[ =T e e

It means more and better facilities for power pooling -- and

the full exploitation of atomic energy, in addition to more federal

aETSTETEETIIIER

multi-purpose development.

1 [t is now time to consider construction of more federal

transmission lines to link various regions and federal power
L e e

projects together.l Customers of the private electrical sxstems,

the municipals, the public power districts and the cooperatives

will all benefit.

L Territorial integrity, of course, should be a hard and

M

fast rule.

—_——

benefits must be available to all sectors of the power industry.e
emm—— T

Z As for nuclear power developed with public funds, its M

——
A In atomic energy, as in all other public power generation,
C———— — ‘
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we must preserve the preference clause for municipalities

-

and cooperatives. g

( It is in the best interests of all consumers that every

electric utility -- large and small ... public and private -- participate

directly on a fair, reasonable and non-discriminatory basis in
_umﬂ_z WYY R P TR S S T S E AT

the ownership, output and operation of nuclear power plants.

ZThird. It is time to bring agriculture into the mainstream

of our American economy -- not a generation from now. .. not

a decade from now...but in the next four years.

Z Agriculture is America's largest single industry.

It supports more families than any other.
T

» ’
th is basic to the viability of the small townsmo

that dot most of Amer_i_c_:g.__:

] Our farmers are the keystone of America's economic %

strength, and food will be a source of enormous export earnings
— - S

in the 1970's and 1980's.
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ZB ut today agriculture is still the weakest point in our

free enterprise system.

z What ails agriculture? We know the problems incl udeﬂw

farm prices and inadequate income... high interest rates and
P— - S 1ty ¢

.

a farm credit shortage.:.

take the profit out of farming.

ever-increasing pr_o_duction costs that

But we must recognize that we do not now have all the

answers -- and that no Washington bureaucracy has all the

answers either.

So point four in my program for further revitalization of
E——r—rroTere

rural America is this: People with a specific background in

agriculture must be permanently located at critical points

throughout the overnment_F

y L in the Tariff Commlssmn, ich deals with quotas

R B ] v—4

and imports and other farm trade problems;
GEeT———

@[ in the Council of Economic Advisers, which cBulgaieale

the President on taxes, balance of payments, and other economic

policy questions;

——
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@ --in the Budget Bureau, where spending guidelines are

-

established;

s

WE——

®--in the Department of Transportahon

e e

—

@" and in the Nattonal Domestic Policy Council, which |

would establish in the White House to provide the same coordination
and staffing for domestic programs which the National Security
Council provides on foreign policy and national defense issues. g

If | am elected, farm people will be there, making sure that

— /
agrlculture gets the attention it deserves - regularly. I

Five. | Yecommend a sizable increase in Farmers Home

stration lending to ease the farm credit situation. | shall

also continue to urge passage of legislation to enable young farmers

to finance land purchases over periods of up to 40 yearse
e ——————— T A S R AT ST

=Si=x We must reform the federal tax structure to remove

artificial incentives for the movement of non-farmers into agriculture.

These investors now enjoy an unfai :_Ei_x write-off break which
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gives them an advantage over independent farmers. Family
farmers are efficient enough to compete with anybody, provid-
ing the rules are fair. We have an obligation to see that they
are.

For the foreseeable future American agriculture
will nea strong public programs to deal with the difficult problems
of maintaining reasonable prices and a balance of supply and

T e

demand. | want our basic farm programs improved and made

permanent, And | want them adequately funded.

L Mr. Nixon says he is for a one-year exten_sj_(.)nb Before

-

November, you ought to find out what he has in mind after thatg,

[No other important sector of our economy has to come back

to Congress time after time to get basic legislation renewed’ It

T —

is time to end this requirement for farmers, too.

Eight. We need strategic reserves of major farm commodities.

| favor a program that keeps these reserves at common-sense,

clearly-defined levels...one which specifies how and when they



_|2._
can be released so they do not interfere with the market.. . and
one which relies on private inventories for normal business

—_—

operations.

S

o
continue to face serious price problems, both in buying production

q Nine. We also need stronger farm cooperatives. Farmers
items and in marketing commodities. We should expand credit
for all farm cooperatives, including the rural electrics, and

insist on a more extensive public effort to build and strengthen

them.

JOur farmers will not have true parity of income -- or

full control over their own economic destinies until they have

W the right to bargain. They want bargaining power. They should

have the opportunity to use it.

2 Farm programs provide a floor of support. But they are not a

S TS

A

total answer and never will be. | believe, however, that organized
-

farm bargaining does hold the answer to full parity of income for

farmers, and | shall do everything in my power to see that they

« have the right to bargain effective —

ly.
e

E



43_110

consider the options carefully this year.

llhe quality of life the vast majority of you and your children

ey 09000 020202 SRR YRRt TR

will enjoy -- the comfort of your homes...the calibre of your

TR T S L
schools and hospitals. .. the strength of your communities --
M T T ST T P BT [ ey

will be determined by the choices we make this year.

-

-/. And the choices we make for rural America will affect all

America. They will decide whether our cities become more

T T

impacted

..whether our slums grow worse or start to disappear

..whether we put enough resources in the hands of

our local police to enable them to do the job we want them to do

—

..or whether we ask them to fight crime with empty slogans

in an atmosphere of mcreasmg hatred and tension.

FoTRTTSTAT S T AT T TTTOOER

éAmerica today has the resources to guarantee our cmzens =

e

e s .

rural and urban -- qu economic and socnal opportunltZWe have

Sr——————— et

the know-how.

When peace comes in Vietnam - and it will come.. l—v-j
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lWhen we find a way to slow down and then reverse the

e ——

arms race -- and if | am elected, we shall...our opportunities

L o
here at home will be even greater.
—-_._‘“____,..,,,,._. B kit .

Will we be in a position to take advantage of those

opportunities?

A Or will we be led by men who turn their backs on the future

and neglect these critical areas of rural development -- and

human developme nt generally -- for which they have little

AT TR

understanding and less compassion?

th is going to be a hard race.. . but with your help | mean

- Iy e i

EREE
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As one who knew South Dakota in the Depression
and dggg=psdust storm days of the 1930's, it is a special
honor to speak before the Western States Conference.

Your championship of water and power development has
moved this region -- and indeed all of America -- for-
ward toward a kind of life which we once saw only
dimly in our dreams.

Eight years ago a young Senator from Massa-
chussetts addressed you at another time of great deci-
sion.

Looking back over the 1950's -- when "no
new starts" was public policy on resource development...
when Mr. Khrushchev said he would bury us economically...
John Kennedy said: "I hope that in the United States
in the Eixties...no slogan is ever put forward which
says no new starts, no movement forward, let us stand
still."

John Kennedy got America moving again. We
have kept on moving.

-~ 478 new starts in watershed projects;

-- 36 new starts by the Bureau of Reclamation.

~-—- new starts on 494 dams and other struc-

tures by the Corps of Engineers,



And we have moved forward on farm income, too --

notAas fa as we must go...but far enough to repair some
of the Nixon-Benson damage of the 1950's.

Aacked a p2ak with HtWyT’luhah, andthen,

Net farm income,fell three billion dollars in

B

nRx¥ u‘,kf’g—u-w. A
the 55048, t is back up three billion since 1960.

rd

/
surplussesyare gone.

1968 finds rural America on the road to # re-
vitalization.

Where do we go from here?

Once again we are in a year of great decision,

2

and we find Mr. Nixon in Iowa, claiming to "plow a
cKe of
straight furrow“}ﬁith a corn &npt?. ."g'a'romising to change

the farm program. But he doesn't say how he'll change it. -

OY wevld he e liminafe the Mc,sﬁf’:‘c&us
Would he change the wheat progra‘m‘?‘n Or would

»
he repeal it'a-‘ﬂj"ﬁ'e" .

Would he change the feed grains program?

Would he repeal it? , 77 —TT. A
E’:M".,.vd-wffmh-é—c #.7'1\.-4.- C/f:/,'-c*v‘-'\l--e et Lo, ﬂ-/“("f j I £ /

e

And what about REA? He was against it all the ?;, f:h?
way in Congress. {f/;{ .

Would we have more of the special interest J L) ErtF
decisions of the 1950's -- the kind that required a

Erivate Western States Water and Power Consumers Con-
ference {&bdedd to defend the public interest?

Let him speak out.



I've spent a life time of public service fighting
for rural electrification...fighting for programs that

Fmvhn an o 'rvr-.jplaplc _
will protectryhe—Ama;ican_ia:mea...fighting for the kind
of rural America I would like my children and grandchil-
dren toﬁrow up in.

Svc-“'” © " sl,u,'ﬂ.‘,leas Adlai Stevenson used to sa ’I—mgoing
"

to let another Republican Administration snatch defeat

[}
from the jaws of victory.'

- e _KK‘

Today I want to put before you a-zz:;:—

point program of next steps and new starts in the re- .
o progron addressed 1o Tho formmns, th bosinessn
vitalization of ﬂhral America -- ,the resource develbpers

A
and the families who live in rural America.
First, we must move forward quickly with Sex e Oh?ou'?,

eremuigoreuwyctforts.

This is no time to cut back on the Great Plainéz'
Tt da o~

Conservation Program. 2his,investment in soil resources

will be repaid manyfol@@\fands for it should be restored.
[jfri let's speed up -- not slow down -- the Garrison

Dam project and the Oahe4 Reservoir.

Today we have an enormous recreational and
economic opportunity in the development of the upper
Missouri. Let's put that great resource to work quickly
for the people of the Dakotas, Montana and all Americans.

wh pi.isﬂﬁ’
In 1965,‘3 Public \ghrks and gconomic Development

o
Actﬂrtlnséyover the opposition of 92 percent of the

Republicans in the House. That act provides for creation

of a Regional Development Commission in the Dakotas,

TTomtane
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Montana, Wyoming and Nebraska,, The Authority is there.
. were | X
Governors Guy and Morrison e for it, but some of their
g e : ;
Republican colleagueswot. I say it's time to set
it up and get on with the work of regional development
in this area.

And while I am talking about on-going efforts,

let me pass on to you some good news from Norman Clapp,
:L l\.%.i UL C a8 /
the Administrator of REA. -Ha_has_ginen_m;>a most en-

couraging report on the progress of the loan application
from Basin Electric Power Cooperative for funds to
finance additional generating and transmission facili-
tiei;:hee—wt&&—beneéét-&—qua::sa—oﬁ-a—millian_annsunmumh

Negotiations with the Bureau of Reclamation
have been completed, the major technical questions have
been resolved,  the processing of the loan is moving

& /f/' 1S -/-'-’AC‘\. £ 0 .
ahead promptly. z;i-céapp/gssures me that the addi-
tional facilities are needed, that the Basin proposal is
essentially sound, and that he will take action om the
application at the earliest possible moment.

This loan’t-mn't% a great cash demand on
the Treasury in the near fyture. Much of the equipment
it will buy will not be dejivered for several years. But
it will mean that we can art planning and building for

the future. TLet me say tijat if the Administrator deter-

—mines this loan is feasible, it would be my oreatest

~—pleasure, \\/,

i



of REA, to find it on my desk
20,
Second, &We further modernization of rural

America in the 1970's ame—a@etd is going to depend

2y

even more on cheap and plentiful electricity than it has
I ;f& ¥ Al=rs ) [\

from the;l93q_f until now. 'Tiﬁgg : Aﬂ,_ﬁ”éi“”/.? V¥ 2050 4

l""‘") /i . _.df?f'; WA LA / f‘ ;’r’ &rn X1 (W L ({'_{‘-5.'?3-# -rf"'- [ ?{

) Ed d ’

That means awuhm_exwm-

T+ means opre Ohd hafter cily

for power pooling -- and the full exploitation of atomic

J

ov P4

ene;gy}in addition to more federal multi-purpose develop-

I! ment.
It is now time to consider construction of moere.
Z federal transmission lines to link various regions and
ig federal power projects together. Customers of the
)

private electrical systems, the municipals, the public

< power districts and the cooperatives will all benefit.

—-— fﬁafﬂﬁié&ﬁ%ﬂ g f;i?h**”” Ef ngb

4. ' Territorial integrity, of course, should be a hard and 2/

A (b k4
L)y fast rule. LI; . ﬁnmfﬁ,; s

\i\a d As for the—developmens—ed nuclear pc;wer de- ,5’ u;/« ,‘Tw)
et %‘ ) ”._-.._' -

{5 veloped with public funds, its benefits mus

- LT (./6 .

e

Al
ig able to all sectors of the power 1ndustry fIt is in the “umaf%éé;&
- 19 745
best interests of all consumers that every electric &“P&}t7 !
AN

%
utility -- large and small.rspublic and private -- par-
' i ticipate directly on a fair, reasonable and non-discrim-
> j
-iz‘*i,f inatory basis in the ownership, output and operation of
/
7

nuclear power plants.
¥4 | M, ) 2t et /’ff'?”'( nlwd .
f_,.:f %anf “ Claad !!!!5 e /}m, ¢ v ‘/ /’W d@&u‘
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'ki*%!. It is time to bring agriculture into the

mainstream of our American economy -- not a generation

from now...not a decade from now...but in the next four

years.

Agriculture is America's largest single
industry.

It supports more families than any other.

It is basic to the viability of the small
towns and cities that dot'nost of America.

LB\'-’T foday M:ﬂ?x&’still the weakest point
in our free interprise system.

Our farmers are the keystone of America's
economic strength, and food will be a source of enormous
export earnings in the 1970's and 1980's.

What ails agriculture? We know the problems
include low farm prices and inadegquate income,...
high interest rates and:farm credit shortage...ever-
increasing production costs that take the profit out of
farming.

But we must recognize that we do not now have
all the answers -- and that no Washington bureaucracy

has all the answers either.

her
So point four in my program for ig%Lﬁguéng_the_

vvra |
revitalization othmerica is this: People with a specific

BACKGROUND IN AGRICULTURE MUST BE PERMANENTLY LOCATED AT CYT?’!‘C‘&.‘

points throughout the government?




== in the Tariff Commission, which deals with
guotas and imports and other farm trade problems;

-— in the Council of Economic Advisers, which
counsels the President on taxes, balance of payments,
and other economic policy questions;

-— in the Budget Bureau, where spending guide-
lines are established;

-— on the Federal Reserve Board;

-- in the Department of Transportation;

-- and in the National Domestic Policy Counci}g{::;;k
I would establish in the White House to provide the
same coordination and staffing for domestic programs which
the National Security Council provides on foreign policy
and national defense issues.

If I am elected, farm people will be there,
making sure that agriculture gets the attention it de-
serves -- reqularly.

Five. I recommend a sizable increase in

Farmers Home Administration lending ““;Qﬁiiﬁg,to ease the
farm credit situation. I shall also continue to urge
passage of legislation to enable young farmers to finance

land purchases over periods of up to 40 years.

-“‘h—___ —a— e —""_-‘_._-F__ — —.—..—:——-..-—-._,'_..
farmers 1nto agriculture:—ThéSe investors now enjoy an

- T T——
——— T e B

unfair tax writeoff break which gives them an advantage

over independent farmers. Family farmers are efficient



enough to compete with anybody, providing the rules are
fair. We have an obligation to see that they are.
Seven. TFor the foreseeable future American
agriculture will need strong public programs to deal
with the difficult problems of maintaining reasonable

prices and a balance of supply and demand. I want our

basic farm programs improved and made permanent, And I

/"'1{"»('

want them adeguately funded. 2. Mix £ ”Lﬁ??
G ey oF lrreaten . ﬁﬁW‘-*’e/ez
No other important sector of our economy has j?ﬂ*f4‘

to come back to Congress time after time to get basic &*,g &I4f§;

legislation renewed. It is time to end this requirement he A"

for farmers too. / -
,/ /’"

Eight. We need strategic reserves of major

farm commodities. I favor a program that keeps these

reserves at common-sense, clearly-defined levels...one
which specifies how and when they can be released so they
do not interfere with the market...and one which relies
on private inventories for normal business operations.

Nine. We also need stronger farm cooperatives.

F_r-ers contlnue to

in buying productlon 1tems and in marketing commodities, We should

sansn,-claax&9—doﬁtaeé-*e*e*5***BﬂehﬂhiﬂghGPEE!iﬁﬂﬁ-hﬂﬁ
expand credit for all farm cooperatives, including the rural electrics
3 »

and insist on a more extensive public effort to build and strengthen

- .

them.
. : 1 . s
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So will the future dourse of urban growth and migration

in America,

So will our ability| to 'nforce our laws and effectively

pondRmamAmMNn provide

4

And the choices we make for rural Aercia will affect
Py

all Amric?;:vhuuuinnnmmimnnitﬂaﬁafhey will decide wheéé%gg;

our cities become more impqpted...&fwhether our slums
a 4,3_;:—7’ [ / o Pt B — )
grow worse

LI
SR

whether we put enough resources in the hands of our pmimnmn
ocal police to enable them to do the job we want them to
['

‘.-r'\.-_,- LA
do..,or whether we ask them to light crime wit%*siogﬁns

in an atmosphere of increasing hatred and tension.



Ten. Our farmers will not have true parity of
income::izf full control over their own economic destinyeg
until they have the right to bargainwﬁ?u;dﬁ, LEarm pro-

grams provide a floor of support , *—aiéd—ewehie—ue—te

ut they are not a total answer and never will

be. I believe, however, that organized farm bargaining

1o Lul) peaity of incene for furmers,
does hold the answer_j and I shall do everything in my
iy

power to see that Sasmess-have the right to bargain

effectively. X X X

My friends, consider the options carefully
this year.

The quality of life the vast majority of you
and your children will enjoy -- the comfort of your

homes... gthe calibre of your schools and hospitals...

the strength of your communitieﬁhwill be determined

by the choices we make this year.
(. ——

& ' L -
v LA
A
LM America today has the resources to guarantee

N\ SCenaimic andd seciaf
our sural c1tlzenﬁkfull opportunity.

A '3

We have the know-

how.
When peace comes in Vietnam -- and it will ‘\\
come ...
When we find tﬁé way to slow down hen re-
b‘ ‘\ s i
verse the arms race -- and if I am elecféd r oppor-

tunities here at home will be even greater.

b
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Will we be in a position to take advantage

of those opportunities?

Or will we be led by men who have proven-their
capac1ty_ta turn their backs on the future and neglect f“tl—

o, ., [ Ao Ay G-

for which

/'l critical areaqe
AL , [oe ton ?
they have no’understanding and no lewescoMpassioh |
'
It is going to be a hard race;\but with your

help I mean to win.

g=
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