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Andrew M Gaydosh 

AEX, Inc 
Box 1250 

Gunnison, CO 
81230 

970-641-5074 
970-641-6622 FAX 
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Assistant Regional Administrator 
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Regional Hearing Clerk 
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RE: Docket No. SDWA-08-2013-0030 Ref: 8ENF-UFO 
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2013 11AY3 1 PH 1=04 
c..- I! ::- l 
' ' -

EP;\ r\ .. ~~i~:1 VITl 
p- t ~ 1 , c; c L u~ i'\ 

AEX, Inc is in receipt of Proposed Compliance order, Penalty Complaint, and Notice of 
Opportunity for Hearing Docket No. SOW A-08-20 13-0030. 

AEX, Inc. and Potoker Trust disagree with some of the allegations and potential penalties 
as presented in the docket No SDWA -08-2013-0030. Furthermore AEX, Inc and Potoker 
Trust request a hearing regarding this matter. 

AEX, Inc believes there are factual errors regarding this matter and this firm has been 
awaiting a response from the EPA since correspondence was sent to Valois Shea US EPA 
Region 8 1595 Wynkoop Street Denver, CO on 12/20/10. As of this date no response has 
been received from any representative of the EPA regarding that correspondence. 



In particular AEX, Inc. disagrees with allegation #9 as being factually incorrect: 

1. Allegation No. 9 does not recognize the fact that the facility does have an 
engineered sand and grease trap before fluids flow into a leachfield located at the 
south east end of Facility garage building. Further more this allegation does not 
recognize the effort made by Mike Potoker, and Stewart Johnson of Potoker Trust 
and AEX, Inc. respectively, to resolve this matter by correspondence 12/20/2010. 
Details of those efforts are discussed later in this correspondence. 

2. Due to the attempted December 2010 effort discussed below to resolve this 
situation and the lack of response from any representative from the EPA, AEX, 
Inc and Potoker Trust does not believe it has been given due consideration to 
rectify this situation and that no penalties or fines should be assessed. 

After the October 28th 2010 inspection performed by EPA personnel, the building 
owner, Mike Potoker (Potoker Trust), had a series of conversations and email exchanges 
with Valois Shea US EPA Region 8 1595 Wynkoop Street , Denver, CO. regarding two 
snow melt drains which connect to the facilities sand and grease trap. This firms 
understanding of the outcome of those communications was that covering the two snow 
melt drains which could receive fluids from vehicular repair or maintenance activities 
would be acceptable to the EPA. Covering these drains would prevent fluids from 
entering the sand and grease trap and continuing on to the accompanying leach field. In 
addition AEX, Inc would apply for the proper permits from the EPA for this arrangement. 
A series of emails which supports these facts is attached. 

In order to verify this verbal/email agreement AEX, Inc. sent a letter to Valois Shea, 
EPA representative, at the above address which outlined our understanding regarding 
resolution of this issue. This letter was sent on 12/20/10. This letter specifically requested 
acknowledgement by the EPA that covering the two snow melt drains would be an 
acceptable resolution of this issue to your organization. Furthermore our letter 
specifically requested that any additional steps required to resolve this issue needed to 
be communicated to this firm. Our letter on the above date also contained copies of the 
original engineering drawings of the sand and grease trap. Additionally drawings done by 
Mike Potoker showing the proposed drain closures were enclosed. For your convenience 
a copy of our letter is enclosed. Apparently this office did not make copies of Mr. 
Potoker's drawings regarding the specific location the two floor drains in question. Hence 
no copies of that detail are included. 

As of this date no response has been received by this office regarding our 12/20/2010 
correspondence. The only correspondence received by this firm from the EPA has been 
above referenced Compliance order which was received on May 23, 2013. Neither your 
Compliance order or cover letter of the same date makes any reference to our 
12/20/2010 correspondence. 



Valois Shea 
US EPA Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

12/20/l 0 

AEX, Inc. DBA Alpine Express 
Box 1250 Gunnison CO 

81230 
970-641-5074 

970-641-6622 FAX 
r stewartj@alpineexpressshuttle.com 

Re: 510 Riverland Drive grease sand trap 

Dear Ms. Shea, 

Attached you will find: l. Completed Shallow Wasted Disposal System/Well Inventory 
Request Form 2. Septic and grease/sand trap design produced by Jerry Greene P.E. 3. A 
drawing which details a proposed modification to the sand and grease trap interceptor 
floor drain system. All of these documents pertain to the Sand and Grease trap interceptor 
system for the vehicle maintenance facility located at 510 Riverland Drive, Crested Butte. 
CO. 

My understanding is that Mike Potoker, owner of the building, and yourself have 
discussed modifying the snow melt floor collection system so that no fluids would enter 
the system in the area of the lifts as shown on the attached drawing. If approved this 
modification would ensure that fluids used in vehicle maintenance or repair would not 
enter the grease/sand trap system. Please advise this office if that plan is acceptable. 

At this time Alpine Express leases the vehicle maintenance portion of this facility and the 
building itself is owned by Mr. Potoker and Mr. Costello. 

Lastly, please advise this office as to what additional steps, if any, are required in order to 
proceed in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Stewart Johnson 
President 
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E .. Septic Tank Maintenance 

A septic tank docs not need stallers or chemicals to promote 
b;~cterial act1on. 

It is ad,·isablc to inspect the tank ~·early. Letting the tank fi ll too 
full with sludge and s. 11111 ""ill cause cloggang of the tile in the disposal 
f1cld and leaching :110. Tlus will requare the laying of a new field. 

Frequency of ciC::lning depends on the capacity of the tank and 
quantity and composition of the sewage. The amount of soap curd 
and other material entering the systems can be decreased by wiping 
greasy dishes ,,·ith pape~ before washing them. Providin~ and using a 
sink strainer fine enou~h in mesh to retain coHee grounds and other 
f1ne materials will hdp keep the sewage disposal system in working 
order. 

The scum can be measured with a stick and hinged fbp device :lS 

shown in Figure 11. Pu\h the stick throu~h the scum until the hinged 
fiap falls into the ho11wntal position. RJise the stick until you can 
feel the bottom of th'"· 111~1. i\lark the stid; to indicate the depth of 
the scum la,cc. :'\ow usc the same procedure to locate the lower end 
of the submergd outi<:t pipe. If the bottom side of the scum mat is 
within 3 inches of t l:c: 1011 cr end of the submerged outlet. the tank 
should be cleaned. 

To measure th: depth of the sludge. w~p a long stick with a 
p1ece of rough white to,,·el and tie it securely. Lower the measuring 
stick through the T br;1nch (to a,·oid the scum ) to the bottom of the 
tank. \\'a1t a fc"· m111ut('S and remo'e the stick slowh· and carefulk 
.The depth of sludge can be distinguished from the liqt~id by the black 
particles clinging to the towel. The sludge should be remo,·ed if its 
andicated depth is equ;;l to or more than one-third Lhe liquid depth on 
the measu rin~ stick. Bu~· this waste in ~ shallow pit and COI"er with 18 
to 2 .. inches of dirt. The pit should be no closer to any source of water 
than the distance gil"en for the sept ic tank in Table l . 

Do not use matdll'S or an O!->Cn fl;~me to inspect a septic tank . 
The gases produced in it m;w explode and cause serious inju~·. 

Constant usc of !Jrgc quant1t1es of dram sol"ents. disinfecting 
solutions and strong che111icals ma' redliCe bactenal action and cause 
rapid accumula tions of sludge ~nd clog~lllg of the tile lines. 

Sept ic tanks seluom freeze when in constant use and when not 
subjected to extreme ~ul>· z.ero temperatures for long periods . of time. 
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TICUIItE 11 .- Chtck the thickness of scum and the depth of sludge to 

determine "'htn to clean the septic tank Depth of sludg2 
will be indicated by black part1clts clinging to white towel. 

Jf the system is in an area where the sub·z.ero temperatures are extreme, 
it is advisable to Co\·cr it with a greater depth of e2rth, straw or simila r 
material. 

J( the Tank Backs Up 

1. Remo'"e the cap on the cleanout at the base of the plumbing 
stack and see if the sewer line is clogged. 

2. RemO\"e the ma nhole cover or slabs from the septic tank. 
Check the inlet and outlet to see if either 1s plugged. Determine the 
appro:o<imate depth of scum and sludge. Clean if scum mat is within 
3 inches of the lower end of the submerged outle~. • 

3. Clogged tile in the disposal field is indicated when the tank's 
level is higher than the bottom of the outlet pipe. 

Cleaning out the tank does n.ot always soll"e the problem. The 
scum which floats on the liquid surface always m:~kes it appear to be 
completely full of solids. 
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CHAPTER 7 - TRAPS AND INTERCEPTORS 

Section 71 1 Grease traps shall be installed in 
establishments. Also refer to Colorado Health 
Regulations regarding other grease trap requirements. 

all food 
Department 

Grease interceptors for school cafeterias - Use the following s~zing 
criteria (see Appen<fix H) , ... '1,:- .. ~ ~ 

.. 

EXAMPLE Cafeteria is open for six hours daily, and has 600 
students. To find peak meals per hour, divide the number of 
students in to the n1:1mber of hours open. Which gives you 100 peak ~ 
meals per hour. Then proceed with the formula in Appendix H. 

Sect ion 7 08 - Sand trap requ 1 remen ts appear to be vague . in the._-ij.PC. 
The following diagram is recommended. . · " "~ 

. Section 714- Illustration of minimum requirements for 
grease trap, grease interceptors, oil or sand trap ·. 

SAND TRAP OR INTERCEPTOR 

Minimum capacit}' of oil & sand intercep
tors shall be 6 cubic feet plus 1 C.F. for 
each vehicle .. .-:uhed durins a 24 hr. period. 
Maximum depth permitted is I 2' below 
grade:. 
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Oimen.sion B is a 
min. of 2' for sand 
trapsoaly . 

Dinwnsion C is 
4
a 

maximum of 18• for ' 
combination oil & 
sand traps. 

0- must be a 
double cleanout.. 

I • ~~. •I 
"'" Piping may also be 
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Stewart Johnson 

From: michael potoker (potoker@gmail.com] 

Sent: Sunday, October 31 , 2010 6:21AM 

To: stewartj@alpineexpressshuttle.com 

Subject: Fwd: alpine express building riverland industrial park 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: michael potoker <potoker@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Oct 31,2010 at 7:01 AM 
Subject: Fwd: alpine express building riverland industrial park 
To: stewart@al pineexpressshuttle. com, 

Stewart, 
I spoke with Valois on the phone friday at 4:30. 
She said the garage looked great.. .. very clean. 
She said we would need to stop the center drain from the repair bays from going into the 
wash bay system. 
That should be very easy.And John doesn't really let that oil from the garage bays go into that 
tank anyway. 
Then we will need a permit to discharge the water from the wash bay into the outside field. 
She said all the links needed were here? 
Mike 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: <Shea. Valois@eparnail.epa.gov> 
Date: Fri, Oct 29,2010 at 5:10PM 
Subject: Re: alpine express building riverland industrial park 
To: michael potoker <potoker@gmail.com> 

Hi Mike, 
Thanks for calling back. Here is a link to our website with some info 
about the Class V injection wells program and motor vehicle waste 
disposal wells. 
The Small Entity Compliance Guide explains more about that regulation we 
talked about over the phone. Unfortunately, the link to FAQs on MVWD 
wells is no longer active. 

http://www .epa. gov /region08/water/uic/classv. html 

This is a link to another page with information about permitting the 
wash bay waste water flow and a pre-closure notification form which is 
used to explain how you would like to separate the floor drain in the 
repair bays from the outflow from the wash bay: 

http :1 1"'-""rw .epa. gov /region8/water/uic/r8cvprog. html 
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The permitting information is located near the bottom of the web page. 
The outflow from the wash bay would need to be anlyzed for volatle 
organic compounds, which is one analysis and a list of total metals, 
such as cadmium, lead, and antimony. The initial analysis for be for 
longer list of metals, but the list of metals under the permit would be 
much shorter, depending on which metals are detected by the initial 
analysis. The sampling and analysis are usually required every 6 months 
under the permit. 

Valois Shea 
US EPA Region 8 
8P-W-GW 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 
phone: 303-312-6276 
fax: 303-312-6741 

From: michael potoker <potoker@gmail.com> 
To: Valois Shea/R81USEPAIUS@EPA 
Date: 10/29/2010 08:39 AM 
Subject: alpine express building riverland industrial park 

Valois, 
Please call me ASAP and tell me about the alpine express wash bay 
Thanks 
Mike Potoker 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 cell 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 
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Stewart Johnson 
--------------------------------·------------------

From: michael potoker [potoker@gmail.com] 

Sent: Friday, November 12, 2010 6:30AM 

To: stewartj@alpineexpressshuttle.com 

Subject: Fwd: alpine express building riverland industrial park 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: michael potoker <potoker@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Nov 12,2010 at 6:25AM 
Subject: Re: alpine express building riverland industrial park 
To: shea.valois@epa.gov 
Cc: stewartj@alpineexpressshuttle.com 

Valois, 
I do have some followup questions. 
Please call me when you can at 
9702097251 
Thanks 
Mike Potoker 

On Fri, Oct 29,2010 at 8:39AM, michael potoker <potoker@gmail.com> wrote: 
Valois, 
Please call me ASAP and tell me about the alpine express wash bay 
Thanks 
Mike Potoker 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 cell 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 

Michael Potoker 
970 209 7251 
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