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Foreword by the Mayor of Venice, 
Antonio Casellati 

Doubtless in a few weeks ' time Venice will be either saved or lost. 

Whether she is to live may depend on you. 

In June the B.I.E. (Bureau International des Expositions) will decide whether the Universal 

Exhibition of the year 2000 is to be held in Venice. The representatives of your country will 
be voting. Could you dissuade them from signing the city's sentence of death. 

We believe you could. 

Who are we? All those who appear in these pages. All those who refuse to be bound by a 

project that has been imposed without a vote of Parliament, against the opinion of the 

Municipal Council, against the conviction of certain ministers, against Venice itself. 

An undefined project whose authors themselves admit that they do not know what will be 

the outcome. A hazy and changeable project, legally doubtful, out of keeping with the nature 

of the city, economically and socially. A project which could ruin the efforts already begun to 

halt its decline and which could cause a retrograde step. A project which aggravates the 

exodus of Venetians. A project which claims to be very up-to-date but which is based on the 

old idea of a purely quantitative economic expansion. An out-of-date project. Also an impos­

sible project because, to take only one example, the city, which already at certain periods is 

unable to cope with the touristic influx, is physically and structurally incapable of receiving 

the immense crowds with which it is threatened by the most "optimistic" scientific forecasts, 

in the case that Expo should come to the Veneto. A project which is upheld only by those 

who think they have an economic or political interest in it. A project which condemns those 

personalities of unquestionable scientific and cultural experience who here analyse its unfor­

tunate consequences. A project which has aroused in Italy and abroad an exceptional wave 

of protest. For seldom has one seen such unanimity. The pages which follow bear it but pale 

witness. 

Architects, writers, intellectuals from every country. The private committees for the preserva­

tion of Venice and the Committee for World Heritage of Unesco. The International press. 

But the Venetians too: the Municipal Council, innumerable associations and groups of all 

kinds and of every outlook, school children and grown men. In fact the people of Venice. 

All of us refuse to accept that Venice is to become an empty stage awaiting its final 

performance. Will you be with us with Venice? 
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We believe so. 

We ask you to read these pages, to take note of the facts and to form your judgement. We 

ask you to help us, to arouse the opinion of the authorities of your country, to urge the 

representatives on the B.I.E; that they should not allow themselves to become accomplices. 

Or to be able to say that they did not know. 

You can do this. Will you do it so that Venice can live? 
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STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
VOLUNTARY COMMITTEES FOR VENICE 

AND OTHER ASSOCIATIONS 

In the face of the massive propaganda operation waged by those who support the candida­

ture of Venice as a location for the World Exhibition in the year 2000, it seems to us 

indispensable to present a dossier, as complete as possible, setting out the concrete reasons 

for a categorical rejection of that candidature which we believe constitutes a mortal threat for 

Venice. 

We repeat, these reasons are concrete, not motivated by unsustainable, sentimentallamenta­

tions nor by sterile aestheticism. Our opposition to Expo 2000 in Venice is on the contrary 

inspired by a calm and objective view of what effect an event of the kind would have on the 

fragile reality of Venice, even if the principal venues were located outside the city in the 

territory of the Veneto region. And it gives an objective view of the possible future of 

Venice; a future which cannot and never should be thought of in the context of mass events, 

foreign to the spirit and nature of the city which cannot and should never be demoted to a 

mere container for something its peculiar urban structure is unable to stand up to without 

damage. 

Reasons, indeed, taking account of the unique historical and artistic heritage of Venice, 

which has survived the most serious assaults over the years and therefore deserves the most 

scrupulous and careful conservation; but reasons which also take account of the good 

fortune that such heritage should survive in the context of civilised human activity, and not 

exposed to the stresses of unpredictable assaults. 

Our opposition will certainly not cease in the face of the resolutions which have given a 

favourable reply to the proposed candidature. The stake is important enough to involve the 

conscience of the whole world, which recognizes in Venice one of the highest achievements 

of civilized man. And it is in the name of that conscience which we will continue until the 

last possible moment, until the very eve of the deplorable event, to oppose the implementa­

tion of what we consider to be a grievous attack on those values and on that civilization. 
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THE WORLD HERITAGE FUND COMMITTEE 
OF UNESCO AND THE PROBLEM OF VENICE 

The World Heritage Fund Committee met in Paris at the headquarters of UNESCO from 

December 11 to 15, 1989. Representatives ofICCROM, ICOMOS and the World Conserva­

tion Union attended as consultants. Representatives of the Council of Europe, the Internatio­

nal Council of Museums and the International Union of Architects. 

The Committee of the World Heritage Fund is made up of 21 members representing 111 

States (including the United States of America and Great Britain) who are signatories to the 

Convention adopted under the aegis of UNESCO in 1972. 

Venice and its Lagoon were inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1987. The Comittee 

expressed its grave concern about the new threats to Venice posed by a universal exhibition, 

which would attract several hundreds of thousands of visitors in addition to the usual surge 

of tourists and would risk threatening the integrity of its heritage which is unique in the 

history, art and civilization of humanity. The World Heritage Committee called upon the 

Italian authorities to take steps to avoid irreparable damage. 
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STATEMENT BY CARLO RIPA DI MEANA 
ON THE SUBJECT OF THE UNIVERSAL 

EXHIBITION 2000 IN VENICE 

In June, the International Exhibition Bureau in Paris CB. I. E,) has to make a decision on the 

location for the Universal Exhibition of the year 2000. 

It has to choose between 3 candidates, Hanover in the German Federal Republic, Toronto in 

Canada and Venice in Italy. 

In the light of information available the candidature of Venice offers special interest not only 

of the city itself but also of other areas and towns in the Veneto region. 

The unique character of the urban structure of Venice immediately provoked extremely 

grave preoccupations everywhere regarding the dangers which such a project might impose 

on the cultural heritage which this city represents for the whole world. 

Also a great many organizations and well-known personalities have voiced their protests 

against the decisions whose consequences could be fatal for its survival. 

It is important to emphasize that the Municipal Council of the city has taken up a position 

categorically in opposition to the project for a Universal Exhibition in Venice in the year 2000. 

Up to now all the calculations which have been established show that this event would have 

the most disquieting repercussions, especially with regard to the volume of tourism which 

would affect the city. 

The dimensions of these figures are impressive. For example, according to a study made by 

the University of Venice, if Expo were held in the area between Venice, Verona, Padua and 

Treviso it would increase the number of visitors to Venice, now running at about 7-8 million 

a year, to 15 million in the year 2.000, with some daily peaks reaching 175.000, almost nine 

times more than the tolerable level of 20,000 daily visitors. By comparison, these peaks 

correspond to the level registered on the night of the Pink Floyd event which caused so 

much argument and damage, requiring the intervention of the Army to clean up afterwards. 

In any case these forecasts have probably been underestimated considering the influx of 

tourists coming to Italy for the Holy Year, which also falls in the year 2000, and in the light 

of the experience gained during the Universal Exhibitions of Brussels in 1958 and Osaka in 

1970, where there were record numbers of 700.000 visitors daily. 

With a little imagination and some knowledge of the present situation in Venice the impact 

of such a development on the capacity of the town to absorb such numbers is evident, to 

take only the example of waste products. 

Such figures reach and indeed exceed the limits of physical absorbtion and the receptive 

capacity, already stretched to the maximum. Here as elsewhere, the law of increasing profits 

is the rule and each additional visitor from now on might be counted a cost rather than a 

benefit for the collective life of Venice. 
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It is evident that in a situation where the city already has great difficulty in coping with 

present levels of visitors, the EXPO 2000 project, making a world-wide appeal, will impose 

new burdens which cannot be assumed without irreversible damage. 

As the European Commissioner charged with the protection of the environment, on March 

14, I received a letter from Alvise Zorzi, President of the group of 21 organizations represent­

ing 13 countries engaged in the campaign for the safeguarding of Venice. 

In this letter he asked me to ensure that the directives contained in EEC regulation n.85/337 

(impact on the environment) be observed. 

Following this approach, I now confirm that the Commission requires that the Italian 

authorities should scrupulously observe the Community's legislation concerning the environ­

ment for all the activities which may result from any possible decision to hold the Universal 

EXPO 2000 in Venice and the Veneto. 

EEC Directive No. 85/ 337 rules that projects such as the construction of motor-roads, fast 

lanes and airports have to be examined, while projects such as urban development, roads, 

tramways, metros both above and underground, leisure ports, hotel complexes, purification 

plants etc. must also be examined when they are likely to inflict significant changes on the 

environment because of their nature, dimension or location. It goes without saying that this 

would certainly be the case for projects directly or indirectly affecting the city of Venice. 

Besides, the directive stipulates the calculation of all direct, indirect and secondary effects, 

accumulative and long term, including those resulting from the influx of a large number of 

potential visitors. For example, the enlarging of Venice airport or other access routes and the 

construction of hotel complexes in the neighbourhood of Venice should also be subject to 

such an evaluation. 

The measures proposed to counteract any negative effects must be set out. 

It is also important to emphasise that the evaluation of the impact on the environment, as 

laid down by the directive, does not only imply instituting a research study, but also the 

whole process of consultation with the authorities responsible for the environment and with 

the public concerned. This means especially that all the organizations which have already 

taken up positions have the right to be heard. 

In addition, I cannot underestimate the impact which such projects can cause on the other 

elements of the environment such as the water, air, soil or important physical features, the 

flora or fauna of the region, as a result of the intensification of the communications network. 

The Community's policy for the environment is based on a series of fundamental principles 

of which the most important is prevention. Prevention is better than cure, above all when 

faced with the threat of irreversible damage. 

Conscious of my responsibility I shall personally ensure the thorough application of these 

directives. In order to do so, I have decided to write to the Italian Government to emphasise 

the obligations which are incumbent upon them in accordance with Community law. I shall 

also write to the Bureau International des Expositions to acquaint them of my concern that 

the designation of a city within the European Community as a site for Expo 2000 may be 
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made in the absence of the appropriate examination ill the light of the impact on the 

environment. 

At the same time, I have entrusted a task force of the Commission to carry out an inspection 

on the spot to collect all the necessary facts so that the matter can be thoroughly examined. 

Finally, I appeal to those responsible at all levels to consider seriously the consequences, 

direct, indirect, in the short and long term, of the decisions which they are called upon to 

take. 
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EXPO 2000 - 14 PREREQUISITES 
What basic conditions should underlie the holding 

of a Universal Exhibition? 

The application should be supported by the host city ... 

Expo has been imposed from outside. The city has never been a candidate. The Mayor and 

the Municipal Council are opposed to the idea. 

It should have the approval of the city's inhabitants ... 

More than 89 professional, cultural, political, ecological and social organizations, several trade 

unions (including that of the city police, who say the event would be unmanageable) and the 

population as a whole are against Expo. 

and arouse international interest ... 

This Expo certainly does, but only to condemn Venices candidacy. Some of the most famous 

writers, scientists, economists, industrialists and cultural figures in the world have expressed 

their opposition. Many of them have also helped us to compile this booklet. Not one of the 

many articles which have appeared in the international press has been in favour of holding 

Expo 2000 in Venice. 

A Universal Exhibition should offer attractive prospects for the host city ... 

The Expo 2000 project echoes those imposed on Venice at the beginning of the century, 

during the Mussolini regime and again in the 1950s - expansion and economic specialization 

following a standard, pseudo-modern pattern. Many of these projects were subsequently 

abandoned before they led to catastrophe (the enclosure of parts of the Lagoon for fish­

farming, further expansion of the Marghera industrial complex). Industry and "moderniza­

tion" have destroyed 30% of the Lagoon since the beginning of this century. 

be carefully planned. .. 

The proposals of the promoters have been altered several times already and no feasibility 

study has so far been published. The only known study - an attempt to predict visitor flow -

was carried out by experts of the University of Venice and concluded that if Expo were held 

in the area of Venice it would have catastrophic consequences for the city. 
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be economically and socially beneficial to the host community ... 

The Venetian population already suffers from a predominance of tourist traffic over the 

normal activities of the city. The consequences include: the high cost of living, housing 

problems, the replacement of services and facilities useful to a resident population with 

others more relevant to a tourism monoculture. A decision to hold Expo in Venice would 

accentuate this tendency and expose the city to the risk of further depopulation. 

and leave behind structures that have at least a short-term continuing use. 

What would be the use, in the year 2001, of facilities created to cope with between 70,000 

and 250,000 visitors a day (as many or more than the resident population of the city) when 

ways are already being sought to protect Venice from overcrowding at peak tourist seasons? 

Other projects, like the creation of giant artificial islands, would have disastrous consequen­

ces for the already fragile ecological balance of the Lagoon. 

A Universal Exhibition has always been held on a single site ... 

The promoters have now realized that Venice could never withstand the impact of Expo 

2000. Instead, they are proposing a multi-centred event spread over a whole region some 300 

kilometres wide. 

This would only further complicate transport and management problems and do nothing to 

reduce the flow of visitors to a city that would inevitably be a key attraction. 

What foreign visitor to a Venice Expo 2000 would resist the temptation to take in a trip to 

Venice itself? What would you do? 

should be easy to mount ... 

The whole city is a classified monument and the Lagoon a protected environmental area. 

Any attempt to create the necessary infrastructure for an Exhibition would encounter endless 

! legal problems. 

and be able to use sites of appropriate size. 

The Venetian Arsenal, where certain parts of the Exhibition are due to be held, covers an 

area of 16 hectares and is a listed monument. 

The promoters now suggest siting the organizational centre of Expo at Marghera (in main­

land Venice) or near Tessera Airport: neither site is more than 5 kilometres from the city. 

It should take place at a suitable time ... 

Expo 2000 will be held in a Holy Year, which will be bringing millions of pilgrims to Italy. 

The Olympic Games may also be held in Milan that year. The period of the Exhibition -

March to June - overlaps considerably with the normal tourist season for Venice. 

9 



and be able to count on adequate hotel accommodation. 

Venice often runs out of guest accommodation already, even without Expo, and it is out of 

the question that it can be increased significantly. 

There are high hopes that some sort of computerized reservation system will help solve 

Venices visitor flow problems. But ultimately, how can peoples rights to free movement be 

denied them in a democratic country? By putting up barbed-wire fencing to stop them 

disobeying the computer's orders? 

It must attract a large number of visitors ... 

Venice is the only city in the world where, at certain peak moments, one-way streets have 

had to be introduced for pedestrians. On some days of the year, incoming visitors are so 

numerous that the causeway linking Venice to the mainland also has to be closed. Television 

the world over showed pictures of the 200,000 people crammed into the city for the Pink 

Floyd concert in July 1989: next day, the Army had to be called in to clean up the mess. 

According to the most conservative estimates Expo would attract even more visitors than 

this on over a hundred days between March and June ... Would Nato have to be called in 

this time? 

and guarantee the safety of those visitors. 

Sometimes, the crush of people in the streets and shallow water at low tides mean help and 

rescue services have difficulty in reaching various parts of Venice within a reasonable time. 

Most points of access into public squares are less than 2 metres wide. 

No stadium in the world, and no entertainment organization either, could possibly operate 

under such risky security conditions. 
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FOR VENICE - AGAINST EXPO 

The irreparable damage that a Universal International Exhibition would inflict on Venice 

would be caused by the extreme physical pressure vast numbers of Expo visitors would 

exert on the delicate structure of the city every day for four to six months, and even more, 

by the irreversible transformation of a living city into an inert object, "used" only as a bait to 

attract ever-increasing numbers of fleeting visitors. 

Venice today 

Though the larger part of the Municipality of Venice has lain on the mainland for some fifty 

years now, the historic heart of the city remains quite separate, linked to the rest only by the 

rail and road bridge which crosses the lagoon. 
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Today, just over 80,000 people live on the island of Venice, a fixed area of about 700 

hectares constituting the unique "forma urbis" which still survives thanks to a series of 

Special Laws and the loving attention of world culture. 

Every day these residents have to share the city's limited space, services and facilities with 

about 27,000 commuting workers (who help to fill the 62,000 jobs available on the island), 

over 20,000 students travelling in to attend the Universities and secondary schools, approxi­

mately 5,000 business visitors (mainly to the government, regional and provincial offices 

located in Venice) and, most numerous of all, a growing flow of tourists and day-trippers. 

In 1987, almost 6 million tourists visited Venice (see Table 1). 

Table 1 

The Island of Venice, 1987. 

Tourists and day-trippers 

Visitors and presences 

tourists 

day-trippers 

Total 

visitors 

1,129,700 

4,817,300 

5,947,000 

presences 

2,486,300 

4,817,300 

7,303,600 

Source: University of Venice, Tourism in Venice towards the year 2000, Venice, 1989. 

In specific terms, there were 156 days in 1987 on which tourists in Venice exceeded 25,000, 

22 days when there were over 40,000 and peaks of 60,000 to 100,000 on at least 6 days. 

Several times over the last few years, Venice has experienced serious problems on these peak 

tourism days, with the authorities being forced to stop further access via the bridge across 

the Lagoon. This temporary closure, however, meant that Venice was cut off from the 

outside wotld. 

But the pressure of increased tourism, especially of the growing numbers of day-trippers, not 

only causes sudden access problems and intolerable inconvenience to those who do not "use" 

Venice at the same unhurried pace as its leisure visitors; the same pressure has also triggered a 

mechanism whereby tourism-linked activities are gradually replacing other commercial con­

cerns and residential accommodation: groceries become souvenir shops, chemists become 

jewellery boutiques, local bars are converted into pizzerie or other fast-food restaurants. 

Venice is more than the sum of its monuments and its art treasures because it is still a "city" 

in which a varied and complex community lives and works; it is this distinguishing feature 

which for some time now has been placed at serious risk. If an excess of visitors could in 

12 



.. 

=+-

time also endanger Venices works of art, the phenomenon is already destroying the urban 

complexity of the city, impoverishing its character and tending to reduce it to an "object" 

which has no function other than to lure its visitors. 

Venice towards the year 2000 

The competition between tourist-orientated activities and other kinds of resident productive 

concerns, in which the former is already beginning to edge out the latter, will probably 

become fiercer as we approach the next millennium. 

A potential scenario is easy to describe. 

The resident population, which has fallen by over 50% in the last 40 years (from 175,000 in 

1951 to little more than 80,000 now), will probably be reduced still further, with higher 

income and older age groups predominant; in very small part, the "lost" residents will be 

replaced by people actually using their second homes in Venice. 

The economic base, on the other hand, has good prospects of expansion: the number of 

jobs may increase, but the consequences will depend on whether growth is concentrated 

exclusively in tourism-linked activities or whether it includes alternative outlets: existing 

alternatives (such as public administration, what remains of the docks and a few craft, trade 

and manufacturing activities) and, more importantly, potential new areas (non-material pro­

duction activities such as education and training, research and the cultural enhancement of 

Venices historical and artistic heritage), which could restore to Venice a role of similar 

importance to those now being performed by the main cities of Italy and the rest of Europe. 

In fact, however, tourist and tourism-linked activites are growing constantly and can look 

forward to an increase of some 40% in demand by the year 2000 (see Table 2). 

Table 2 

The Island of Venice in the year 2000. 

Tourists and day-trippers 

Visitors and presences 

tourists 

day -trippers 

Total 

visitors 

from 

1,540,000 

6,261,000 

7,801,000 

presences 

to from to 

1,699,000 3,491,000 3,940,000 

6,915,000 6,261,000 6,915,000 

8,614,000 9,752,000 10,855,000 

Source: University of Venice, Tourism in Venice towards the year 2000, Venice, 1989. 

13 



Today, therefore, Venice faces a crucial decision: whether to exploit the unprecedented 

potential it has in this post-industrial age to become a centre of non-material production 

activity - a role that would suit its "form" and delicate nature perfectly and at the same time 

provide a context for the control and rationalization of the city's tourism - or whether to 

allow itself to slide inexorably towards a "simplification" of the economic base, towards a 

touristic monoculture, towards a becoming non-city. 

If it is decided in a few months' time that Venice is to become the venue for the Internation­

al Universal Exhibition of the year 2000, the die would be cast and negative consequences 

would be inevitable. 

The miracle of a historic city which has survived its own political decline and been saved 

from the dangers of the sea and pollution would come to an end, leaving a lifeless display of 

historic "objects" to be consumed by hasty visitors. 

One need only consider what a Universal Exhibition must be to understand that such 

consequences could not be avoided. 

Venetiaexpo 2000 and the dangers for Venice 

Ideally, a Universal Exhibition - under the unifying banner of an attractive theme and in the 

most favourable part of the year - would occupy a single, large site which is easily accessible 

from all parts of the world and which itself has an extensive catchment area; the site would 

accommodate the largest possible number of exhibitors, coming from the largest possible 

number of countries, in buildings that would be re-usable after the event, and they would 

attract the largest possible number of visitors. 

The problem for Venice lies entirely in the fact that an Exhibition can be successful only if it 
attracts a vast number of visitors and a vast number of visitors would exert a pressure which 

is incompatible with the maintenance of the urban functions of the Island of Venice at 

acceptable levels. 

The plan presented to the Bureau International des Expositions is based on the assumption 

that the event will be the object of 30 million visits in the four months between March and 

June of the year 2000. The consequent presence of an average of 250,000 visitors a day, with 

peaks of 500,000, led the promoters themselves to withdraw any suggestion that the exhibi­

tion pavilions should be sited on the Island of Venice itself. 

The proposals actually submitted to the B.LE involve exhibition sites being spread out over 

the Veneto ("the production circuit") with Venice being designated as the venue for a 

programme of international conferences and other sophisticated events ("the ideas circuit"): 

the classic central site of the exposition would house only the "area of nations". This latter 

would, nevertheless, be the core of the event, with an expected 130 countries anxious to 
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make the best possible impression. The site proposed is an area of 90 hectares in Marghera 

or along the canal designed to link Venice with Padua, or in any case in Venices immediate 

hinterland. 

These proposals do certainly have the advantage of ensuring that Venice is not subjected to 

the pressure of 250,000 visitors every day, but, for one thing, the changes are not enough to 

prevent the additional tourist flow paralysing ordinary life and business in the city for the 

duration of the Exhibition, and for another, they would have the paradoxical effect of 

making it even more difficult to control the flow of day-visitors to Venice. 

Decentralize Expo: concentrate visits to Venice 

Is it conceivable that a visitor to the Universal Exhibition of Venice, having travelled from 

the Americas or Eastern Europe or some other part of the world (or eve~ from different 

parts of Italy), will be content just to visit the "area of nations" at Marghera and the 

"production circuit" of Padua, Vicenza, Verona, etc. and ignore the opportunity to visit the 

historic city of Venice? What point could there be in publicizing a Universal Exhibition of 

Venice which systematically proposed to keep visitors to the exhibition out of Venice? Is it 

thinkable that tour operators organizing packages focussed on the Exhibition will not also 

remind potential clients of the attractions of Venice (not to mention the operators bringing 

millions of pilgrims to Rome for the Holy Year, also due for 2000, and perhaps sports 

enthusiasts to Milan for the Olympic Games the same year)? 

The answer is quite obviously "No". 

A decidedly cautious estimate suggests that even if the Universal Exhibition were held 

entirely outside and far from the city, it would in any case generate at least 4 million 

additional visitors to Venice between March and June 2000. 

The number of days on which normal life in Venice becomes impossible would show an 

exponential increase if a Universal Exhibition were to be held in the region. Ordinary 

patterns of existence would be disrupted for four months. The city has difficulty in coping 

with "normal interruptions" lasting just a few hours or, at most, a day (on Easter weekend, 

the Sunday of the Regata Storica, the Saturday of the Redentore celebrations and occasional 

other Sundays in Spring); it would not survive such treatment for four months. No one can 

live for more than a few minutes if prevented from breathing. 

The consequences are illustrated in Table 3. 
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Table 3 

Visitors to the Island of Venice 

Days on which presences exceed scheduled thresholds 

Year over 25,000 over 40,000 

1987 (1) 156 22 

2000 (2) 

2000 Expo (3) 

216 

216 

110 

162 

over 60,000 

6 

16 

96 (4) 

(1) calculated on the basis of visits to the Palazzo Ducale, plus a further 6 days registering 

over 60,000 presences (Regata Storica, 1st May, 2 days during Carnival and 2 Spring wee­

kend days); 

(2) forecasts (averages of the highest and lowest estimates) based on present trends; 

(3) Expo sited outside Venice itself, between March and June; with Expo visitors under­

taking excursions to Venice added to (2) above; 

(4) including 14 days on which presences as a direct result of a "Veneto" Expo would 

exceed 100,000. 

Source: our projections of data contained in Tourism in Venice towards the year 2000, 

University of Venice, 1989. 

Can the flow of Expo - generated visitors be controlled? 

Is it not inevitable that sooner or later Venice will have to adopt some way of controlling 

tourism, presumably through a computerized reservation system? Could Expo not, therefore, 

be an ideal opportunity to devise and implement such a system? 

The promoters of Venetiaexpo 2000 answer both questions in the affirmative, but it seems 

significant that they have so far produced not a single concrete suggestion as to how such a 

system would work; significant too that they asserted the "feasibility" of their Expo project 

despite the fact that the report produced by their own consultants stated: 

" ... a priority problem to be addressed is that of the impact (of the flow of visitors) on the 

fragile urban texture of Venice. Though somewhat diminished by the changes introduced 

into the plans actually submitted, the problem remains so serious that a sine qua non for the 

holding of Expo in the Veneto would be the creation of an effective system for the 

containment of tourist flow to Venice; the design of such a system, if not impossible, seems 

an extremely complex undertaking." (Regione del Veneto, G.T.O., Final Report, 1989, p. 50) 

Venice will indeed have to adopt a tourism control system, but moves should be made now, 

not put off until the end of the century. The system must respect guaranteed constitutional 

rights and must also make Venice easily accessible to everyone except day-visitors. 
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The right of free movement, and therefore of access to Venice, may be "compressed" but 

not eliminated altogether: the visitor wishing to see Venice on a particular day because he 

has arranged and booked the visit in advance may perhaps be told he must come the 

following day, but not that he cannot come at all. The potential visitor to Venetiaexpo 2000 

cannot be told that hell have to wait until the next Expo to visit Venice. 

But even if it were decided to remove the right of Expo visitors to travel into Venice the 

ordinance would be technically difficult to enforce. It will certainly be possible to regulate 

entrance to the "area of nations" and to sites on the "production circuit" and the "ideas 

circuit"; ticket sales for the events and exhibitions of Venetiaexpo can be subjected to daily 

limits and spread over all four months of its duration. But how would it be possible to limit 

the movements of the Expo visitor once he has left the ticket-controlled sites and become a 

citizen with constitutionally guaranteed rights of movement and therefore of access to 

Venice? 

In brief, Venice itself cannot be the venue for Expo because it cannot physically accommo­

date 500,000 visitors in a single day; and it cannot control the flow of visitors generated by a 

decentralized Expo because the city itself is not itself a circumscribable exhibition site. 

Whichever way one looks at it, Venice and Expo are irreconcilable. 

The good of Venice can only be served by dissociating the city entirely from such an event. 

O ne can only hope that the world in general understands this and manages to persuade the 

few who would be prepared, in its name, to sacrifice one of the great masterpieces of 

humanity. 
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LIST OF VENETIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
AGAINST EXPO 

December 1989 

List of the Venetian civic, professional, cultural, social and political Associations who have 

expressed their opposition to EXPO 2000: 

P.CI Comitato Cittadino di Venezia - Coordinamento Verdi Comunale - D.P. Comitato 

Comunale - Associazione Radicale per l'informazione - Verdi Arcobaleno - FG.CI. Provinci­

ale - Lega Ambiente - Circoli di Venezia e Provincia - Italia Nostra - Arci Provinciale -

Comitato inquilini per il diritto alla casa - Unione Inquilini - Urbanistica Democratica -

Comitato Venezia a misura d'Uomo - L.I.P.D. - L.A.v. - Societa Filologica Veneta - Universi­

ta Verde - Smog e Dintorni - Natura Viva - Movimento Consumatori - Comitato Certosa -

Associazione Universitaria «L'Isola che c'e» - Gruppo Futura VE. - RED. TERA E AQUA -

Comitato Santa Marta - Pax Cristhi - Comitato «una citta» - sinistra indipendente - Gruppo 

di Fiesole Sez. Veneta - Circolo «Baratto» - Arci Venezia - Coord. Anziani Autogestiti VE -
Red. Agenzia Informativa «Coorlach» - Circolo Culturale «Olaf Palme» - Gruppo Lavoratori 

Manifattura T abacchi Venezia - Club <<1 ' Altritalia» - Circolo Culturale «OGA Magoga» -

Medicina Democratica - L.O.C Venezia - Centro «Arcobaleno» Marghera - Comitato Difesa 

Salute Ambiente Carpenedo Bissuola - Circolo «Erba Alta» Marghera - Redazione «Iris» 

Venezia - Centro «!ride» Marghera - Redazione «Rosso Veneziano» - Cine Club Marghera -

Comitato per il Verde Marghera - Gilda Insegnamenti Venezia - CD.F Gruppo Telemit 

Marghera - Ass. Polisportiva ricreativa S. Marta - Arey Gay - Comitato Sacca S. Girolamo -

Istituto Gramsci «GhandianD> - ACTV - COBAS SCUOLA - Arci Vela - Circolo «Casanova» 

- Coordinamento Obiettori Spese Militari VE. - Centro biodinamico A.RD. 'VE. - Ass. 

Vegetariana Italiana - Consiglio Delegati Person ale Viaggiante FFSS - Gruppo Gondolieri 

per Venezia. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE APPEAL AGAINST EXPO 
BY 63 VENETIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

... All the studies so far carried out (by CaSES, the University of Ca ' Foscari, etc.) on tourist 

flow predictions have highlighted the patent unsuitability of Venice as a venue for the 

Universal Exhibition . 

... Even if the EXPO were spread amongst several venues all over the Veneto, as has been 

suggested as an alternative arrangement, the estimated daily average number of visitors 

(between forty and eighty thousand according to the most cautious calculation) would place 

intolerable pressure on the fragile town-planning and socio-economic fabric of Venice . 

... This opposition arises from an awareness that if EXPO were to go ahead there would be 

an acceleration in the present process of social, cultural, economic and environmental decay 

of Venice, with increased speculation in real estate and the replacement of services to 

residents with more remunerative services catering for tourists, with the consequent expul­

sion of the economically more vulnerable classes and the extinction of traditional economic 

activities and Venetian traditions themselves. 

Resolution passed by Unions representing the City Police . 

... Let it be quite clear to everybody: neither the city as a whole, nor the Council employees 

whose job it would be to ensure the successful holding of the event - in our case as 

Municipal Police - are in any sense adequately equipped to cope with such a burden, neither 

now nor in the foreseeable future. 

Declaration by the staff of the Marciana Library 

... An event of this kind appears to be utterly incompatible with the characteristics of the city, 

whose delicate balance would inevitably be upset by the enormous influx of visitors. The 

facilities needed would inevitably lead to an irreversable change in the physionogmy of Venice . 

Declaration by the staff of the Superintendency for Architecture and the Environment of 

Venice . 

... As has been shown by the recent disastrous event of the Pink Floyd, the peculiar and 

most delicate structure which is Venice is quite unable to absorb, in its urban spaces and 
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lagoon, those enormous tourist influxes which Expo would engender, even in the most 

dispersed locations. 

Expo in our opinion represents the most insane and dangerous example of a distorted use of 

the city (as the Disneyland megaprojects envisaged show) which would heavily increase the 

disruption already in process both of its traditional economic activities (to the sole advantage 

of a destructive touristic mono culture), and of its urban fabric (by reason of the speculation 

in housing and the resulting increase in the exodus of the inhabitants), as well as of its very 

physical being. 

Resolution passed by the teaching staff of the Department of Town Planning of the 

University Institute of Architecture, Venice . 

.. . It is our opinion that for EXPO to be held in Venice is incompatible with the aspirations 

and needs of the city's inhabitants,with the real interests of the economy of the Veneto and 

with the prospects of Venice relaunching itself as capital of the Veneto. 

This conviction derives not only from our scientific work but also from our daily experience 

and is based both on awareness of the obvious inadequacy of the city's facilities and careful 

appraisal of the foreseeable effects on Venice if the necessary facilities are in fact provided. 
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COMMENTS ON EXPO 
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LEONARDO BENEVOLO 

The Universal Exhibition of 2000 is only the latest and most menacing in a succession of 

dangerous events which the city has had to confront. It is not only Expo which should be 

criticized, but also the process of which it is the outcome: every so-called "cultural" mass 

event which does not at the same time contribute towards the recovery of the basic condi­

tions of daily life and fails to build a relationship between inhabitants and visitors must be 

resisted: true culture means the re-establishment of such relationships. 

Ranged against this requirement are the national and international recreational circuits. The 

tourist agencies sell an appalling caricature of the true image of Venice and concentrate the 

flow of tourists on a few famous sites, downgraded to the common place. The hotels , 

restaurants, pizzerias, luxury shops and stores carve up the tourists market. The "cultural" 

institutions and public administrations assume responsibility for maintaining the elevated 

influx which is growing anyway in keeping with international trends, maintaining a constant 

level throughout the year on various pretexts, from traditional holidays to sophisticated 

conferences. Private and public operators in the sector divide the amenities to work a cycle 

whose priorities make it impossible to make an efficient programme fitting in with the 

requirements of the city and its environment. Reference to the historic and artistic values of 

Venice are only incidental, manipulated for publicity, as parasitical as are the many other 

activities which exploit and erode the city and its surroundings by siting every kind of 

obstruction, from petrochemical industries to waste disposal. 

The plans proposed for Expo 2000 are a blatant confirmation of this ruinous logic. 

The "organizational centre" for Expo is to be the Magnet located beside Tessera airport; a 

hill one kilometre across, 30 metres high and 120 metres deep, where it is reckoned there will 

be some 200,000 square metres of pavilion space and a large reception area for 15,000 

spectators, situated in a central crater 480 metres across. Around the Magnet a vast area of 

open country would be transformed into a strip of artificial lagoon which would filter the 

inland waters as well as acting as a fish farm surrounded by parking lots, hotels, sports and 

leisure facilities. 

According to the planners, the Magnet is intended to absorbe the first wave of the millions 

of visitors (70,000 at a time entering the crater), who would then filter through to various 

locations in the lagoon and its hinterland. It is difficult to imagine what this immense 

structure would be used for once Expo has closed down: an isolated object standing on the 

edge of the lagoon, too big and too far away to take the place of existing points of access, it 

would remain, like the gigantic industrial complexes of Marghera, a relic for occasional use, 

totally out of keeping with the past history of this renowned landscape. 
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From the Magnet visitors are supposed to spread out into the Three Veneto area - Trieste, 

Dolomites, Padua and the Euganean hills, Vicenza and Verona where various exhibition 

itineraries and theme shows are proposed. But the committed goal will be the lagoon of 

Venice where it is proposed to site 

1) some "entertainements" as yet unidentified -set up among the islands, on the mud-flats 

and along the canals- which come under the heading "theatre of water"; 

2) a main exhibition area at the eastern end of the city, including the Arsenal and the San 

Pietro basin. 

In the Arsenal of the Venetian Republic, once restored, is to be set up an Arsenal museum, a 

museum of Innovations, a centre for Contemporary Art, a centre for Restoration, with 

adjacent workshops and exhibition areas, a landing place for lagoon transport and pleasure 

boats. All these ideas - improvised without any proper scientific preparation - are supposed 

to be reversible and not to interfere in any significant way with the historic buildings (there is 

only an absurd footbridge across the big basin, perhaps also intended to be temporary). But 

the correct restoration of this historic zone will be at the price of filling in by the peninsula 

an area to be renamed "Piazzale dei Bacini" where it is proposed to place a tourist port, 

houses, commercial activities, hotels, various sport facilities and another temporary exhibition 

centre, to be transformed into an advanced experimental and research centre. 

Even here the functional post-Expo aspect remains unclear, but it is quite certain, unfortu­

nately, what will be involved on the spot. The continuing disastrous tendency to build on 

open spaces - such as the ex-Saffa, Giudecca etc. - in a city where there are innumerable old 

buildings needing restoration, while open areas are rare and should be kept to provide 

breading space for the city and the parks so far lacking. 

The authors of the project are fully aware of the objections to their proposals, and respond 

with unresearched judgements as to Venices future needs, even going so far as to present 

Expo 2000 as a means to the end of rehabilitating and "re-establishing" the city in prepara­

tion for the next millennium: they do not, of course, apply serious logic to analysing what 

Venice really does need and so fail to see that Expo would provide none of the answers and 

a whole new set of problems. 

The political figures behind the proposals take no great pains to conceal their real objective, 

which is to get their hands on the hundreds of billions of Lire which would be earmarked for 

the preparation of such an event over the next ten years. This is b ut the latest in a series of 

alien speculaytions - the "invasions" that Venice never endured in the thousand-year history 

of the Republic and which have been inflicted with increasing frequency ever since -; the city 

may survive, as it has done before, or this may be the time it succumbs, once and for all. 
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JOSIF BRODSKIJ 
from "Fondamenta degli Incurabili", 1989 

pag. 69-70 

To be sure, everybody has designs on her, on this city. Politicians and big businesses 

especially, for nothing has a greater future than money. It is so much so that money feels 

synonymous with the future and tries to order it. There are a great many outpourings about 

revitalizing the city, turning the entire province of Veneto into a gateway to Central Europe, 

boosting the region's industry, expanding the harbor complex at Marghera, increasing the 

oil-tanker traffic in the Lagune and deepening the Lagune for the same purposes, converting 

the Venetian Arsenale, immortalized by Dante, into a local equivalent of the Beaubourg for 

storing the most recently created international garbage, housing an Expo there in the year 

2000, etc. All this drivel normally gushes out of the same mouth, and often on the same 

breath, that blabbers about ecology, protection, restoration, cultural patrimony and what not. 

The goal of all that is one: rape. No rapist, though, wants to regard himself as such, let alone 

get caught. Hence the mixture of objectives and metaphors, high rhetoric and lyrical fervor 

swelling the barrel chests of parliamentary deputies and commendatori alike. 
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JOHN JULIUS NORWICH 

'1 

In November 1966 Venice suffered the worst floods in all her history: suddenly, the world ~ 
woke up to the realisation that she was a desperately sick city. Since then, however, thanks 

to the magnificent effort made by successive Italian governments through the Special Law of 

1973 - aided, I am happy to say, by some thirty private funds from all over the western world 

working under the aegis of UNESCO - the situation has been transformed. Like all cities, 

Venice still faces serious problems; but the three great dangers that a quarter of a century 

ago threatened her very existence - flooding, subsidence and atmospheric pollution - are all 

in retreat, and her future as the world's most beautiful city once again seems assured. 

Or did, until a few months ago. Weare now confronted with a project for a gigantic 

international exhibition a short distance away on the mainland, which will bring up to several 

hundred thousand visitors a day to Venice. The vast majority of these visitors will stay only a 

few hours and spend scarcely any money; but the damage that they will do will be incalcula­

ble. Venice is already suffering appalling harm from tourist hordes; more than once already 

the authorities have had to close the causeway, while the havoc wrought last summer by the 

200,000 who flocked to hear Pink Floyd can never be forgotten by those who saw it. Can it 

really be that responsible people should now - for reasons of short-term gain - propose a 

scheme whose effects will be infinitely more nightmarish than anything that the city has so 

far experienced? That all the hard work, all the billions of lire will have been in vain? 

If this scheme is adopted, Venice as we know her will die. And we, who allowed it, will have 

killed her. 
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WOLFGANG WOLTERS 

Expo 2000 must not take place in Venice. The vast and preposterous infrastructures pro­

posed for the area near T essera Airport would mar land which is still relatively unspoiled and 

merits conservation. The promoters are deliberately setting out to stimulate a huge increase 

in mass tourism, which already, at peak periods, damages the life and monuments of the city. 

The infrastructures proposed for the Arsenal would deprive Venetians of an area that they 

should be able to use for leisure and craft-based activities. Those envisaged by the promot­

ers include many (such as Museums and research laboratories) which already function 

elsewhere in Venice. The plans would also put the housing market under heavy pressure all 
over Venice, but especially in the district of Castello, and would encourage "heavy" renova­

tion and redevelopment projects, with disastrous consequences for the urban fabric and 

individual buildings and features of historical importance. 

If Expo 2000 is foisted on Venice it will mean sacrificing the city and its Lagoon to the 

interests of mass tourism and of those who plan to create infrastructures which are incom­

patible with the city and the efforts that have so far been made to save it. 

The nightmare monster of Expo 2000 must remain the dream of those who conceived it. 
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AL VISE ZORZI 

Just over a century ago, in 1886, the municipal administration of Venice published plans for 

the clearance and "rehabilitation" of large parts of the city. The forty operations involved 

what amounted to the butchering of Venice, mainly in the interests of carving six - or seven -

metre - wide thoroughfares into all parts of the city and, to a lesser extent, demolishing what 

were held to be unsafe buildings and redeveloping the sites as housing estates. 

The plans were supported by much impressive-sounding reasoning, which promised im­

proved traffic and air flow around the city and better housing for its inhabitants. But, as the 

great historian Pompeo Molmenti so incisively pointed out in an article which resulted in the 

majority of the forty projects being withdrawn, bringing the city up to date and fulfilling the 

aspirations of its citizens need not involve savagely disfiguring an urban fabric that had 

evolved over the centuries nor destroying the innumerable beautiful things that the "clear­

ance" and "rehabilitation" operations would have swept away. Molmenti then added (and a 

century later his words remain disconcertingly relevant): ''The movement of people and 

goods, hygiene and decency are all causes which demand our attention, but when it is 

claimed that Venice will never again achieve greatness until motor vehicles run in her 

streeets, what we are hearing is foolish blasphemy". 

A hundred years on, the same battle is being fought between those who want and those 

who do not want Expo 2000 to be sited in Venice, with the latter - fearing the incalculable 

damage that would be wrought by the inevitable flood of visitors and alarmed too at the 

equally inevitable "developments" and "improvements" that would be claimed as essential 

to the success of a Universal Exhibition in Venice or the Veneto - being branded and 

berated as enemies of Venice. And of progress, and of the future of the city, which the 

"conservationists" would condemn to decay, totally out of touch with the modern world, a 

sterile museum-piece whose only lifeline would be mass-tourism. 

Such were the arguments raised by many against Molmentis timely intervention. "Venice 

would become worse than a mummy or a stinking corpse if it were to decide to cut itself off 

from modern life", wrote one newspaper among many. Yet earlier scars which the municipal 

administration had inflicted on the urban fabric in the name of modernization - the uncom­

pr~misingly straight lines of Via XXII Marzo or Via Vittorio Emanuele, the so-called "strada 

nuova" - had contributed nothing at all to any revival of the city's economy or its social life, 

both of them clearly untouched by these and many of the other changes introduced, in good 

faith, to breathe new life into the city and bring it back into touch with the times. 

And earlier still, in the fortunately short period of Napoleon's Regno Italico (1806-1814), the 

extensive demolition and rebuilding work (not without admirers even today, so unassailable 
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is the myth of the great Corsican) did nothing to allay the effects of appalling economic crisis 

that laid Venice low for decades and caused irreparable damage not only to her artistic and 

historical heritage but also to the city's cultural and human identity. Some of these opera­

tions were undoubtedly prompted by excellent intentions - the Public Gardens in Castello, 

for example, which were created at the cost of a good number of fine old churches, or the 

cemetery of San Michele in Isola, which entailed the demolition only of the Church of San 

Cristoforo della Pace. But, it must be repeated, neither these "redevelopments" nor the 

suppression of dozens of churches and scuole and the consequent demolition .of at least 

seventy important buildings and the removal of at least twenty-five thousand works of art in 

any way alleviated, still less solved, the many grave problems facing Venice. Indeed, many of 

these problems are still with the city, impervious to the efforts of successive national and 

local governments. Now, we are told, Expo 2000 will finally provide the solutions that 

neither Napoleon, nor Metternich, nor a united Italy were able to come up with. One does 

not need to have accumulated a vast experience of life to realize that the answers to such 

deeply rooted problems do not lie with the mounting of a spectacular, disruptive, clamorous 

event such as a Universal Exhibition. And that new, inevitably far-reaching operations 

performed on the body of Venice and its surrounding environment could not possibly 

produce benefits worth making even the smallest sacrifice for. Venice has already been made 

to pay too high a price by those determined at all costs to demand "progress" and "look to 

the future". Venice must live now, in all its beauty and harmony, and its future must be 

planned without relinquishing these two essential features of its true nature. 
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APPEAL 
to the Commission of Enquiry 

of the Bureau International des Expositions 

WE SAY NO 
TO EXPO IN VENICE 

Venice is the precious inheritance of all humanity. But Venice is precious because it is a 

miracle of equilibrium: equilibrium between nature and the work of man, between aesthetic 

values and daily life, between conservation and transformation, between centuries-old build­

ings and the people who live in them today. 

This equilibrium could be shattered, irreversibly, by the effect of the implementation of a 

Universal Exhibition which, given the name of Venice, some wish to be held in the area of 

this delicate and precious city. 

Among the maladies from which Venice suffers today, among the . risks which threaten its 

future, is that stemming from a distorted use of the city, of its utilization as a shop-window 

or stage for events which attract thousands of visitors. 

Venice cannot take huge influxes and vast dimensions. Every day Venice becomes a little 

more distorted if its daily tenor and that of its inhabitants, lively and complex as they are, is 

increasingly displaced by events linked exclusively to tourism. 

Why deliberately add to the maladies from which Venice already suffers, and for which it is 

already difficult enough to find a remedy? Why bring in 200 or 300 thousand visitors daily 

for four months: in a city already suffocated by the average number of 30,000 per day in the 

summer months? Why protract for four months the drama of Pink Floyd Saturday? 

Why Expo 2000 in Venice? We the undersigned, friends and citizens of Venice united in the 

will to defend a unique city , know that in the face of misconceived proposals one must 

know how to say no. To Expo in Venice we say NO. 
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The following are among those who have signed: 

Claudio Abbado conductor Wien - Berlin 

Friederich Achleitner - Berlin 

James S. Ackerman - professor Fine Arts - Cambridge Mass. 

Valerio Adami - painter - Paris 

Marella Agnelli - Torino 

Luis F. Alonso - architect - Barcelona 

Irina Antonova - director Puskin Museum - Moscow 

Alberto Anzi - F AI - Milan 

Alberto Arbasino - writer - Rome 

Ronald Arculus - former Ambassador to Italy - London 

Giulio Carlo Argan art historian - Rome 

Rosellina Archinto - publisher - Milan 

Giorgio Armani - fashion designer - Milan 

Riccardo Aroca - architect - Barcelona 

Guido Artom - former chairman - Confindustriali Milan 

Margherita Asso - superintendent - Venice 

Rosario Assunto - professor - Rome 

Giovanni Astengo - town planner - Venice 

Maurice Aymard - historian - Paris 

Christopher Audland - u.K. Rep. Europa N ostra - London 

Gae Aulenti - architect - Milan 

Umberto-Baldini - former Superintendent - Florence 

Hilary Barratt Brown - The World Monuments Fund - New York 

Alfonso B. Barros - architect - Lisbon 

Giorgio Bassani - writer - Rome 

Aldo Bassetti - industrialist - Milan 

Elena Bassi - architectural historian - Venice 

Germain Bazin - conservator Louvre Museum - Paris 

Julian Beinart - architect - Cambridge Mass. 

Richard Bender - architect - Berkeley 

Leonardo Benevolo - architect - Brescia 

Morino Berengo - historian - Venice 

Isaiah Berlin - philosopher - Oxford 

Jean Bernard - French Academy - Paris 

Carlo Bertelli - art historian - Milan 

Bernardo Bertolucci - film director - Rome 

Alessandro Bettagno - art historian - Venice 

Laura Biagiotti - stylist - Rome 

Irene Bignardi - journalist - Rome 
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Pietro Bigongiari - professor - Florence 

Oriol Bohigas - town planriing architect - Barcelona 

Edouard Bonnefous - Institute Cancelor - Paris 

Horst Bredekamp - art historian - Hamburg 

Lord Bridges - former Ambassador to Italy - London 

Giuliano Briganti - art historian - Rome 

Josif Brodskij - Nobel Prize winner Literature - New York 

Peter Brook - theatre director - London 

Sergio Bruno - economist - Rome 

Arnaldo Bruschi - art historian - Rome 

Bonnie Burnham - director World Monuments Fund - New York 

Howard Burns - architect - Cambridge Mass. 

Manuel Burrus - France-Italie Ass. - Paris 

Piero Buscaroli - musicologist - Bologna 

Massimo Cacciari - philosopher - Venice 

Roberto Calasso - writer publisher - Milan 

Vittoria Calzolari Ghio - architect - Rome 

Alan Campbell - chairman British Italian Society - London 

Sherban Cantacuzino - secretary Royal Fine Art Commission and president ICOMOS UK -

London 

Carlo Caracciolo - publisher - Rome 

Maria Carrilho - architect - Lisbon 

Lord Carrington - chairman Christies - London 

J. Carter Brown - director National Gallery of Art - Washington D.C. 

Antonio Casellati - Mayor of Venice - Venice 

Paola Ceccarelli - director Institute of Architecture - Venice 

Suso Cecchi d'Amico - theatre designer - Rome 

Antonio Cederna - journalist - Rome 

Camilla Cederna - writer - Rome 

Gianni Cerami - writer - Naples 

Pierluigi Cervellati - architect - Bologna 

Renato Cevese - director Centre Palladian Studies - Vicenza 

Andre Chastel - art historian - Paris 

Noelle Chatelet - director France Institute - Florence 

Enrico Chiari - F AI - Venice 

Fran~oise Choay - town planner - Paris 

Anna Maria Cicogna - Italian c.ttee for Venice - Venice 

Franco Cingano - administrator Medio Banca - Milan 

Giorgio Ciucci - History of architectme - Venice 

Ashley Clarke - president Venice In Peril Fund - London 

Francesco Clemente - painter - Rome 
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Joseph Connors - director American Academy - Rome 

Ulrich Conrads - historian - Berlin 

Federico Correa - architect - Barcelona 

Commandant J. Cousteau - Academie franc;:aise - Paris 

Benedetta Craveri - writer - Rome 

Giulia Maria Crespi - F AI - Milan 

Elena Croce - Italia Nostra - Naples 

Mario G. Cusmano - architect - Florence 

Masolino D'Amico - professor - Rome 

Francesco Dal Co - architect - Venice 

Werner Dechslil - Art critic - Zurich 

Roger de Grey - president Royal Academy - London 

Vezio De Lucia - urban architect - Rome 

Daniele Del Giudice - writer - Milan 

Philippe de Montebello - director Metropolitan Museum - New York 

Burin de Roziers - former Ambass. to Italy - Paris 

Cesare de Seta - architectural historian - Naples 

AlIa Dimidova - actress - Moscow 

Gianfranco Dioguardi - engineer - Bari 

Michel Droit - Academie franc;:aise - Paris 

Maurice Druon - Academie franc;:aise - Paris 

Georges Duby - historian - College de France, Academie franc;:aise - Paris 

Jean Dutour - Academie franc;:aise - Paris 

Umberto Eco - writer - Milan 

Giulio Einaudi - publisher - Turin 

Jose Maria Ezequinaga - architect - Barcelona 

Edmonde Fabes - historian - Paris 

Ester F ano - sociologist - Rome 

Jane Fawcett - ICOMOS - London 

Mario Fazio - journalist !talia N ostra - Rome 

Silvia F erino - director Kunst Istor. Museum - Wien 

Rosa Filippini - deputy - Rome 

Pascal Flamand - historian - Paris 

Vittorio F oa - senator - Rome 

Marino F olin - architect - Venice 

Antonio Fonseca Fereira - architect - Lisbon 

Kurt Forster - director Getty Center Santa Monica - California 

Teresa Foscari-Foscolo - Italia Nostra - Venice 

Sydney Freedberg - National Gallery - Washington D.C. 

Conrad L. F rommel - director Herziana Library - Rome 

Jesus Gago - architect - Barcelona 
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Giuseppe Galasso - architect - Barcelona 

Luis F. Galiano - architect - Barcelona 

Fran<;:oise Gallimard - publisher - Paris 

Ignazio Gardella - architect - Milan 

Eugenio Garin - philosopher - Florence 

Livia Garzanti - publisher - Milan 

Severino Gazzelloni - musician - Rome 

Carlo Ginzburg - historian - Bologna 

Natalia Ginzburg - writer - Rome 

Paul Girolami - chairman Glaxo - London 

Vittorio Giorgini - Columbia University - New York 

Decio Gioseffi - art historian - Padua 

Ernst Gombrich - art historian - London 

Laura Gonzales - publisher - Rome 

Nicholas Goodison - chairman National Art Collections Fund - London 

Lord Gowrie - chairman Sotheby's - London 

The Duke of Grafton - president Society for Protection of Ancient Buildings 

Baron Grandmaison - president Historic Houses Ass. - Paris 

Mina Gregori - art historian - Florence 

Vittorio Gregotti - architect - Milan 

Ronald Grierson - banker - London 

Nikolaj Gubenko - minister of Culture - URSS 

Randolph H. Guthrie - chairman Save Venise - New York 

John Hale - historian - London 

Francis Haskell - art historian - London 

Yves Hersaut - professor Ecole Hautes Etudes - Paris 

Conrad Hoberhuber - director Albertiner Museum - Wien 

Eric Hobsbawm - economist College London University - London 

Howard Hodgkin - painter - London 

Rene Huyghe - Academie fran<;:aise - Paris 

John Kendrew - Nobel Prize Biology 1962 - u.K. 
Antonio Jannello - secretary Italia Nostra - Naples 

Martin J acomb - banker - London 

Fleur J aeggy - writer - Milan 

Guido J esurum - economist - Rome 

Enrico Job - scene designer - Rome 

Philip Johnson - architect - N ew York 

Walter Kaiser - director "1 T atti" - Florence 

Richard Krautheimer - Herziana Library - Rome 

Gina Lagorio - writer - Milan 

Gianni Lanzinger - deputy - Balzano 
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Adriano La Regina - superintendent - Rome 

Denys Lasdun - architect - London 

Vito Laterza - publisher - Naples 

Luisa Laureati - art historian - Rome 

Peter Lauritzen - writer - Venice 

Jacques Le Goff - historian - Paris 

Tunney Lee - director Dpt. Urb. St.y Plann - MIT - Cambridge Ma. 

Eduardo Leira - architect - Barcelona 

Pierre Lemoine - conservator Versailles - Paris 

Douglas Lewis - National Gallery - .Washington D.C. 

Dimitri Ligacev - chairman Cultural Fund - Moscow 

Francisco Lopez-Groth - architect - Barcelona 

Neil Mac Gregor - National Gallery - London 

Giovanni Macchia - professor - Rome 

Denis Mack Smith - historian - London 

Tomas Maldonado - architect - Milan 

Eduardo Mangada - architect - Madrid 

Mario Manieri Elia - architectural historian - Rome 

Fernando Marias - historian - Madrid 

Paolo Marzotto - industrialist - Vicenza 

Pietro Marzotto - industrialist - Vicenza 

Gianni Mattioli - deputy - Rome 

Alfonso Mila - architect - Barcelona 

Guy Millard - former Amb. to Italy - London 

Antonio Miranda - Madrid 

Giuseppe Montalenti - president Accademia Lincei - Rome 

Giovanna Nepi Scire - superintendent - Venice 

Sy Newhouse - publisher - New York 

Victoria Newhouse - publisher - New York 

Luisa Nicholson Vertova - art historian - Rome 

Luigi Nono - music!an - Venice 

John Julius Norwich - historian, writer - London 

Konrad Oberhuber - director Albertina - Wien 

Werner Oechslin - art historian - Zurich 

Richard Oldenburg - MOMA director - New York 

Franca Ongaro Basaglia - senator - Venice 

Eric Orsenna - Prix Goncourt - Paris 

Antonio Paolucci - superintendent for Monuments Florence - Pistoia 

Giuseppe Patroni Griffi - Filin director - Rome 

Desideria Pasolini Dall'Onda - !talia Nostra - Paris 

Nicolo Pasolini Dall'Onda - president Dimore Storiche - Rome 
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Marilyn P erry - director Samuel Kress Foundation - USA 

Terisio Pignatti - art historian - Venice 

Edmund Pillsbury - director Museum Fort Worth Texas 

Leopoldo Pirelli - industrialist - Milan 

Pierluigi Pizzi - theatre director - Venice 

Francisco Pol - architect - Barcelona 

Arnaldo Pomodoro - sculptor - Milan 

Gillo Pontecorvo - film director - Rome 

John Pope-Hennessy - Met Museum Conservator - New York 

William Porter - director Dpt. Architt. MIT - Cambridge Mass. 

Christian Prevost-Marcilhacy - Inspector General Historic Monuments - Paris 

Francois Puaux - ambassador - Paris 

Emilio Pucci - stylist - Florence 

Lionello Puppi - art historian - Padua 

F abrizia Ramondino - writer - Naples 

Vieri Razzini - journalist - Rome 

Andreas Reidmester - director Museum - West Berlin 

Jacques Revel - writer - Paris 

Maurice Rheims - Academie Franc;aise - Paris 

Jacques Rigaud - president ORTL - Paris 

Fernando Rigon - director Museum - Vicenza 

Giandomenico Romanelli - director Civic Museums - Venice 

Sergio Romano - historian, former ambassador - Rome 

Richard Rogers - architect - London 

David Rosand - art historian - New York 

Francesco Rosi - film director - Rome 

Guido Rossi - jurist senator - Milan 

H ugh Rossi - chairman Anglo-Italian Parliamentary Group, House of Commons - London 

Lord Rothschild - banker - London 

Nicolai Rubinstein - Emeritus Prof. Westfield College - London 

John Russel - art historian - New York 

Edoardo Salzano - architect - Venice 

Bengt Samuelsson - Nobel Prize Chemistry 1982, Pres. Karolinska Inst. - Stockholm 

Giuseppe Santomaso - painter - Venice 

Nicole Savye - Musee d'Orsay - Paris 

Guy Scholler - publisher - Paris 

Ghislaine Scholler - writer - Paris 

Jurgen Schulz - art historian - New York 

Massimo Scolari - architect - Venice 

Camillo Semenzato - art historian - Padua 

Evelyn Shuckburgh - former Ambassador to Rome - London 
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Muriel Spark - writer - Siena 

Peter H. Stern - The World Monuments Fund - New York 

John Smith - president Landmark Trust - London 

Anna Somers Cocks - editor Apollo - London 

J ames Sterling - architect - London 

Lord St John of F awsley - former Minister for Fine Arts - London 

Hans Stimman - architect - Lubeck 

Giorgio Strehler - theatrical producer - Milan 

Paolo Sylos Labini - economist - Rome 

Manfredo T afuri - architectural historian - Venice 

Philip T auffe - painter - Naples 

Christof T oenes - historian - Berlin 

Derek Thomas - former Ambassador to Italy - London 

Roberto Tonini - trades unionist - Rome 

Gianni T oniolo - economist historian - Venice 

Christian Topalov - sociologist - Paris 

Lord Thorneycroft - former Chancellor of the Exchequer - London 

Cy Twombly - painter - Rome 

Oswald Mathias Ungers - architect - Cologne 

Francesco Valcanover - art historian - Venice 

Lucette Valensi - historian - Paris 

Gino Valle - architect - Venice 

John Vane - Nobel Prize Chemistry 1982, director William Harvey Research Inst. - London 

OmelIa Vanoni - singer - Milan 

Gianni Vattimo - philosopher - Turin 

Salvatore Veca - philosopher - Milan 

Emilio Vedova - painter - Venice 

Gore Vidal - writer - Rome 

Bruno Visentini - senator, chairman Fondazione Cini - Rome 

Andrej Voznesienskj - poet - Moscow 

Grisha von Rezzori - writer - New York 

Klaus Wagenbach - publisher - West Berlin 

John Walsh - The JP. Getty Museum - Los Angeles 

Martin Warnke - art historian - Hamburg 

Lina Wertmuller - film director - Rome 

Matthias Winner - Herziana Library - Rome 

Etienne Wolf - Academie Fran~aise - Paris 

Wolfgang Wolters - art historian - Berlin 

Bernardo Y ncenga - architect - Madrid 

Guglielmo Zambrini - engineer - Milan 

Daniel Zarza - architect - Madrid 
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Bruno Zevi - architectural historian - Rome 

Alvise Zorzi - writer, president of international Private Committees - Rome 

MimI Zorzi - writer - Rome 

Lord Zuckerman - biologist - London 
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VENEZIA / IL GOTHA MONDIALE CONTRO L'EXPO 

Giu la testa, 
Attila 
Marella Agnelli e i 
Newhouse. Brodskij 
e Gubienko. Pirelli 
e Cingano. 250 firrne 
per fermare De 
Michelis «il barbaro». 
Ci riusciranno? 
di CORRADO INCERTI 

Ci ianni Agnelli, il presidente della 
Fia t, ha risposto con grande 
cortesia. Capisce i grandi pro­

blemi che Venezia dovra affrontare se 
sara designata quale sede dell'Esposi­
zione universale del Duemila, suggeri-. 
56 - PANORAMA - 15 APRILE 1990 

see di approfondire gli studi di fattibiIi­
ta del progetto, rna una firma contro 
l'Expo veneziana lui non la mette. Per 
un motivo molto semplice: in vita sua 
non ha mai firmato un appeIIo, un 'i­
stanza, una protesta. Eppure la fami­
glia AgneIli e divisa: la moglie dell'Av­
vocato, Marella Caracciolo, non ha in­
fatti dubbi, e sottoscrive il no all'Expo. 

Sempre in casa Fiat Cesare Romiti, 
l 'amministratore delegato, e altret­
tanto gentile. Anch'egli e preoccupato 
per l'impatto di un 'eventuale Expo 
2000 sulla Laguna, ne ha anche parla­
to con Gianni De Michelis, il ministro 
degli Esteri ideatore, nel 1985, del 
progetto di Expo a Venezia. Ma la 
firma, no, non la mette . Cesare Anni­
baldi, responsabile delle relazioni 
esteme della Fiat, e invece piu drasti-

(ORPO A (ORPO. A destra , il sindaco pri 
di Venezia Anl011io Casellati. 111 alto, 
una mani{estazione contro De Michelis 

co. Perche mai boicottare l'Expo vene­
ziana? Non firma neppure lui. 

Ma se suI fronte Fiat, che con Olivet­
ti, Ibm, Fininvest, Ciga, Montedison , 
Coca Cola, banche e altri gruppi ha 
costi tu ito il Consorzio Expo Venezia, i 
volontari della guerra alI'esposizione 
veneziana, guidati dal sindaco repub­
blicano Antonio Casellati, non hanno 
fatto breccia, su quello della cultura 
internazionale sono riusciti, con un 
lavoro minuzioso e sistematico, a fare 
il colpo grosso. Fra pochi giorni invie­
ran no al Bureau International des Ex­
positions (Bie) di Parigi , che il prossi­
mo 14 giugno decidera in via definiti­
va se assegnare l'Expo 2000 a Toronto, 
Hannover 0 Venezia, Ie tre citta rima­
ste in gara, un volumetto che contiene 



250 fi rme anti-Expo di al­
tissima risonanza II?-0n­
diale, relazioni e lettere di 
esperti e ritagli di ~rticoli 
.qualificati apparsl sulla 
stampa internazionale, 
come quello scritto suI 
New York Times di dome­
nica 10 dicembre 1989 dal 
critico d'arte John Rus­
sell. Titolo : Immaginate 
Venezia come una Disney­
land galleggiante. «L'Expo 
2000 distruggera Venezia 
fisicamente e moralmen­
te» dice Russell a Panora­
ma. «I danni all'ambiente 
cittadino saranno enormi 
e incalcolabili. Le struttu­
re urbanistiche non saran­
no in grado di sopportare 
un incredibile afflusso di 
gente, 100 mila al giorno, 
con punte di 300 mila. La 
citta paghera questa follia . 
Venezia a ppartiene al 
mondo, non solo all'ltalia. 
n governo italiano dovreb­
be rendersene conto». 

o come l'editoriale apparso nel nu­
mero di marzo della prestigiosa rivi­
sta internazionale d'arte Apollo, dove, 
alIa fine di un vee mente attacco a De 
Michelis, si legge : «Suggeriamo di 
boicottare tutti gli eventi artistici e Ie 
mostre sponsorizzate dalle industrie 
che partecipano al Consorzio, a part i­
re dalI'attuale Andy Warhol a palazzo 
Grassi. La Fiat non si e rivelata un 
vero patrono delle arti. .. ». 

La lunga e silenziosa marcia del 
fronte anti-Expo e cominciata il 5 
ottobre scorso, con una riunione, nel­
!'isola di San Servolo, dei 21 Comitati 
privati internazionali per la salva­
guardia di Venezia. Prima di allora, 
dopo la proposta lanciata nel 1985 da 
De Michelis, erano partite da Venezia 
per Parigi tre lettere. La prima, scritta 
dalI'allora sindaco Nereo Laroni, so-

cialista, legato a De Michelis; avviava 
«cautelativamente» la candidatura 
per l'Expo 2000 a Venezia, la second a , 
settembre 1987, firmata dall'allora 
presidente dc della Regione Veneto la 
appoggiava (<<L'Expo non potrebbe 
avere una cornice migliore»), la terza, 
10 maggio del 1988, scritta da CaselIa­
ti, teneva aperta la prenotazione e 
comunkava l'avvio di studi preventi­
vi. «Per noi era una semplice iscrizio­
ne» dice il sindaco. «E invece era gia 
partita la gara ufficiale». Tre lettere e 
un mistero alI'italiana. In una lettera 
del 22 giugno del 19~9, il Bie sc;:ive al 
delegato italiano Roberto Palmieri, 
consigliere economico presso l'amba­
sciata di Parigi: «II Bie, prendendo in 
considerazione la richiesta del gover­
no italiano, ha deciso di far procedere 
!'inchiesta preliminare». Quando e da 

CONTRAIl. Leopoldo Pirelli e Marella Agnelli, tra i {irmatari contro l'Expo 

chi e partita quella richiesta ufficiale? 
Casellati non 10 sa, cosl come il Consi­
glio comunale di Venezia e il Parla­
mento nazionale. 

II 14 dicembre, a Parigi , Venezia e 
una delle tre candidate ufficiali . E a 
questa punto che quello che il ministro 
degli Esteri De Michelis chiama con 
disprezzo ,dl partito del no» (in campo 
politico, pci, dp, pri, i verdi, qualche 
socialista e gruppi di varia estrazione) 
accentua il suo impegno e si getta alla 
raccolta di firme di prestigio. Le 250 
che stanno per arrivare con il dossier 
sui tavoli del Bureau sono il Gotha 
mondiale nei campi pill disparati. 

La prima e quella di Josif Brodskij, 
poeta russo che vive a New York, 
premio Nobel per la letteratura. Altri 
nomi. Tra gli storici dell'arte : James 
Ackerman, decano di Harvard, Andre 
Chastel, dell'Institut Franc;:ais , Rene 
Huygue , dell 'Academie Franc;:aise, 
William Porter, del Massachusetts In­
stitute of Technology. Tra i direttori e 
i conservatori di musei e di fondazio­
ni : Irina Antonova, museo Pu~kin di 
Mosca, Germain Bazin, Louvre, Phi­
lippe de Montebello, Sir John Pope 
Hennessy, Metropolitan Museum di 
New York, Bonnie Burnham, World 
Monuments Fund, Carter Brown, Na­
tional Gallery di Washington, Roger 
De Grey, Royal Academy di Londra, 
Neil McGregor, National Gallery di 

~ Londra . Tra gli editori : Rosellina Ar­
~ chinto, Carlo Caracciolo, Giulio Ei­
~ naudi, Livio Garzanti, Vito Laterza, 
~ Sye Victoria Newhouse, della potente 
~ Conde Nast di New York, Klaus Wa-

.c> 
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IN FONbO 
PI MI~"ILE SERRA 

L'Expo di Cadoneghe 
Mentre i familiari delle vitti me E per via dell' Expo. 2000. Lei cugine Beppe) e su una perfetta dal Cemitate premetere anche 
delle stragi ancera impunite deve la farebbe?». «Nen saprei . cenescenza dei luoghi. Ie crescentine di Romano aile 
(ciee tutte) si sene ritrevati a Anch'ie nen ci derme la nette. Mia meglie petra eccuparsi Mura. Per Ie pulizie, rivelgersi 
Belegna, per testimeniare civil- Ma si tranquillizzi: he Jette .che validamente dell'ufficio stamp a alia signera Filiceri. Adesieni 
mente e pateticamente (due av- si e messa la Dc veneta». e dell'ospitalita, ie degli aspet- e suggerimenti vanne inviati 
verbi ormai sinonimi in queste Ritenge sia devere civice ti centabili, en de garantire a presse «Expo. 2000: per una 
Paese incivile e cinice) il lorodi ogni italiane eccuparsi dell' me stesse e ai miei parenti l' San Lazzaro. europea, Epeca, 
delere e la lora impetenza, la ubicaziene dell'Expe 2000. E, eppertune beneficio. economi- Mondadori, Segrate». 
scena politica italiana e occupa- di conseguenza, ho deciso di co. Dal punto di vista logi­
ta da un' appassionante disputa porre con forza la candidatura stico, San Lazzaro di Savena 
di campanile: deve ospitare I' del paese di mia moglie, San offrira ai visitatorLdeW,Expo il 
Expo. 2000? Lazzaro di Savena. massimo del co!l1forfe dell'ef-

E un affare da 2000 miliardi Come presidente onorario ficienza: soprattutto viale Ken-
(di qui il neme), e nessuno del comitato (~xpe a ~an .Laz- n~dy, dov~ risied~ la famiglia di 
sembra escludere in partenza la zaro», non star~ ~ tedlarvl con mla m?ghe, petr~ dlsporre dl 
possibilita di potersene, come !a superflua sotto!meatura della comodi 'p~rc?eggl a pagamen: 
dire fare carico. De Michelis il mdlscussa vocazlOne europea to allestJtJ all uopo (provvedera 
Pink Floyd del governo, vu~le di q~~ste ,riden.t~ borgo! i cu! alia risc<?ssi.one un ~ompagnod! 
confermare l'Expo a Venezia, mentl sone statllllustratl, tra I scuola dl mla mogl!e, Tubert~m 
rna preprie nelle fila del suo altro,. dal cantautore Francesco Paolo). Aile pubbhche relazlO~ 
partito e in corso una febbrile Guccml nella. canzonetta licen- m, . zla . Ri,na. P~~ I probleml 
gara per sottrargliele. Tegnoli zlesa Alla jlera dl San La~- !OglstICI, I elettncl~t~ GUIdo e 
vuele l'Expo a Milano. , Carme- zaro . . Posso ass:curare, per?, II. muratore Lorem;ml. ServlzlO 
10 Conte a Napoli , Carraro ache mlO suocero e se~ dubblo nstero: II . ?ar all angolo con 
Roma, perche avercelo sotto- alcuno. la pers,ona plU adatta la VIa EmIlia, dove ho potu: 
casa, come il salumiere e la a presledere I Expo, potend~ to constatar~ pers?nalmente I 
farmacia, e senza dubbie una con tare sulla coIlaberazl~ne dl ottlma qu~hta del bembolom 
grande comodita. Circolano, tra dlversl conglUntI(zla En.nchet- e la ge,:tllezza del gestore, 
gli esponenti di maggior spicco ta, zla Laura, ZIO Mano e II sIgnor WIdmer. Raccomandate 
del Psi , ciclostilati prestampati, 
nei quali si ribadisce «che la 
citta ... , in virtu della propria 
indiscussa vocazione europea 
e internazionale, e senza dub­
bio la sede piu opportuna per 
espitare l'Expo 2000. Firmato, 
onorevole ... ». 

Basta riempire i puntini, e 
ognune pub candidarsi, secon­
do que lie regele della libera 
competiziene che hanne fatto 
la fertuna del nostro Paese. 
Dicene che anche la Dc veneta 
«si stia muovende»: una ne tizia 
che ci confer ta, essende sem­
plicemente impensabile che cit­
la ceme Belluno 0. Cadoneghe 
possano essere ingiustamente 
discriminate. N ei bar, negli uf­
fici, in famiglia, gli ita liani se­
guono cen attenzione e viva 
preeccupazione I' evolversi del­
la faccenda. «La vede in ansia, 
cavaliere. Qualcesa non va con 
sua meglie?». «Ma no, rna no. 

130 -

LA MIGLIORE DELLA SETTIMANA 

<;' 

S ~ 
, " 

? 

? 

Do ,do Repubblico» del 3 ogos to 1989. 

* * * 
L'onorevole Goria (un uomo 
che passed senz' altro alia sto­
ria patria per la barba eccezio­
nalmente ben curata) prepone 
la rifondazione della Dc. Una 
rifondaziene «trasversale»: se 
he ben capito, significa che alIa 
gara d'appalto devono poter 
partecipare tutte Ie correnti, 
cosi, almeno, a cose fatte nes­
sune potra la,mentarsi. Questa 
faccenda della rifondaziene del­
Ia Dc non hti giunge nuova: 
da quando ero bambino (erano 
i tempi di Tremelloni e Pella) 
quasi ogni gierno mio padre 
tormiva a casa dall'ufficio an­
nunciande a mia madre che 
stavane rifendando la Dc. 

Cib che mi sfugge, piuttosto, 
e perch!! mai la si voglia rifen-· 
dare , e preprie da parte demo­
cristiana. La Dc e al governo da 
quando e nata, 'Ie sue attivita 
appaiono fiorenti , amministra 
da sola 0. in compreprieta quasi 
tutto cib che e amministrabi­
Ie, e mentre c'e chi gongela 
per essere «l'ago della bilan­
cia» essa pub tranquillamente 
cempiacersi di essere, «teut 
court», la bilancia , soppesando 
l'ltalia, da 45 anni, un tanto al 
chile: Perche, dunque, questo 
frenetico succedersi di pranzi e 
cene, decumenti e telefenate, 
convegni e raccomandazioni? 
Onorevele Goria, non si affanni. 
Le cese, per vei altri, vanno a 
meraviglia. Si metta comodo, si 
rilassi e centinui ad occuparsi 
della sua magnifica barba: Ie 
suggerisco, per esperienza di­
retta, un bel taglie trasversale. 
Dena da matti. • 
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De Michelis . 
a Venezia 

tra Bokassa 
e Gheddafi 

d; BRUNO VISENTINI 

C IRCA un anno r. un CORVe:. 

gno .oelallsla organLtzalo a 
Venezia per dlsculere lull'a ,"Ve. 
" lee dc:lI~ cltLi 'Ior1ea e Inlulare: 
, 1 chlw:e con un Inten 'ento dell 
on. GI.nnl OeMlchells. roboan l~ 
c assc:vcronle:, II qualc: r1pet~ plu 
volte: che Venena du'edh'entare 
.cllt.1 de:II'clcuronlc ••• Chc co ... 
questo \'oluse slgnificare: c come 
do\'cs.se &\'\'e:narsl.I'oralore non 
.1 curb dl dire. E dopo dl aUora 
nulla ree<. AU·on. De Mlehells ba. 
.lava 1. ronnula, che dove" • .sem­
brargll ardlla ed origln. le n.lla 
relorlea della modemlli e dell' 
Inno\'azJonc che r. parte del IUO 

ba gagllo •• d lmltazlone dl elb che 
e'" dl mod. negU Slall Unlll venti 
annl ra eln F",neladleelannl ra. 

In altra lucceulv& Deculone (' 
on. De Mlehda clfermO ehe '" 
tal vena dl Venezia " .. bbe derl. 
va la da un -u.se Barcellona.Ve­
nena.Dud.pul-: ronnul. "'0-
luu.mc:nte "UOlA. che puc} .ervlre 
IOhanto a qualche Inuille canve­
gno rallo dllurumo e dl vanlli. 
Chlunque. prcndcndo una carta 
geograOc., pub .raeclare a ca-, 
peclo -assl. dl prelunto S\1Iup-, 
po economlco. rilenendoll brll· 
lante. 

Del resto:-c'ome \1ce prellden. 
Ie del ConSiglio. I'appono deU' 
on. De Mlthells all'lnr.llce gover. 
no De Mila ru lalmposlrlone pre. 
poten Ce dl un condonotribuLarlo 
che Inlendc,'a fare larghwlmt 
a bbuo nl delle Impo, le do\'\.lt~ 
poncndodclllmitl mlWlmlel pe. 
gam.ntl. quail ro ... ro I redd lll e 
quail fos,sero I nca,1 0 I pro\'cntl 
del conlrlbucntl. e ehe .ddlrlllu· 
n sl Qrebb~ do\,ulo appllcarc a 
reddlll , nca \'1 c provcnllancon 
In corso di fonna.z:lone e per 1 
quail non crano acadutlllcmdni 
perle dlchlArazionl. 1..0 IItUo 8<>­
verno ru c051rell o ,In un Accondo 
m omenlo,. logllcre qUC'Bla ultl. 
ma~eoncelZl\. c II Parlamenlo ell. 
m lno Aleune allrc Indccenzc. RI­
manendo comunque ntl pron'c­
dlmcnlo clementi dl confuslone 
che r cndono dlfficJlmenle geltl. 
bllc la m.l.rI •. sl. ~r I conm. 
bu. nil ehe ~r l'AmmlnlJlnWo­
nc. 

Non e Qulndl d. Slupll'l l che 
nell. prlm""c ... d<l 1965. I·on. De 
MlchclJs. rcduce d. una "lsllA .U' 

:(feo~~~~ncccI1~1t:::i~,:! ~~;~~: 
nCDa 51 do\'c'\'a Iro \'are In una e. 
JPo~lzJonC' unh'e:n.ale. 

Direttore Eugenio Scalfari 
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De Michelis a Venezia traBolillssa e Ghed.dafi 
T ROVANOO. come~mp~, 

KO e adulu.lone d .. pArte 
dllalunlp<,...,n.~gl d.1 ~Iom •• 
Il .. moloale In co~lanlc CUpid I· 
g'" ell ~n'fIIS010. ChLlf""u cosa II· 
" r~hbc propos to I'on. De MI· 
chell,!'tC ros..~t: Iialo reduce da 
Iln"'CAcdllgro~<.A: !1 Kcnla ada 
Ufut ~'(,.IOII AII'llhl1al~}',. . ' 

Come c e,'hIt' nlc " IUIiI r 
cume ho nitre ,'oh c , cri llo ~u 
' Iue..-.;Io ~IDmale. !oc "I t! una 
cilia cht' non pllopc:n~'re a Inl· 
1J"lIn III C:~I)tl~I1JO I1I unln' rNl' 
lI ,chcricl.lc.lono~pR1J IlI1mc:n· 
~I c cllc porl:mo frrQllc nu: ,.II 
ull re crnlomil,. ~rsonc 81 
Itlomo p'cr un i'rco dl ~CI me31, 
~ue."I" c: prol1rlo VcnelJ~. 
N~ ,"'alc ulre, comc \'Icnc af, 

fcnnRlocon mohR le~g(':rclZA e 
con Ipocrlsla, che lutlo e que. 
, 1I0ne. dl OI"8Rnl1.7;wone e che ' 
II numcro delle amuenl.c" Vc.. 
nc:da puo. e,s,nre conlroll .. lo e 
Ilmllalo. Pcrehi InWa live dl 
mas..u dl qucillpo 0 analoghe. 
!\o no 5Irullu~Jme nl f: Inco m. 
p" lIhlll con Vel1uJa. Nc \'1 c or. 
ganlnJlzJone che pos..~ supc: m. 
rc tAlc Incompallbliita , Irullu· 
1'1\ Ie, Mt'nlre un conlrollo e uno 
IIll1lCarJonC' tlellc a nlucnl,C' rC'· 
~tn no nIT cnllftlJonl verha ll , che 
l.'" dollo ~tJnl1do ~I \'oglla pa.'\.,ct.ll. 
re aile p()!'05lbll1 concrele rcnll;.. 
l.A7Jonl. 

finch. 10 '1><:lIo colo del l'1nk 
Floyu \'Cnne c:lIi'puhato:1 Vc· 
nczJa c hnpo!to _oa. Roma •. Gil 

aecordl c Ilucro~1 conlralll con 
la Ral C con Ie allre Iclevlslonl , 
precedC'ltero ognl autoriml· 
Donc. L'A7Jenda provlnclale 
pC'r II h.rlsmo dl Veneva, can 
relalh'o pruhJenle socJalJsl .. , 
sl lmpcgnu p.r1·olluaz!one dol. 
l'lnl.z:lallvll. Lc: vane aulonC. 
s I a fa II ve nezl Rile! , d ellc quail so­
prnllutto Ic necc:u..,rle aUloriz. 
l .. uJonl c~no 01 compelcnu, 
nOI1 mancarono 0 1 far So"\pC I'e: 
clie 10 racevO'lno per Ie peSo",n,1 

fl~~~~:r~~e-:~s:'~~~:;'n~I,ll~ :~!~ 
la Suvr.llnlelltlenl .. , al munu­
l11el1ll nfnnclic 5UJlerns..~c Ie 
pe",lcMlla InlrJO'Ilmcnlc r.­
sprc5..."C, 

11 !\Intlaco CR3Cllall .vevil 

Inllnlfest.to parere reclr-a· 
mentc co"lrarto. U glun(" co· 
munale In dal .. 10 maggio, can 
una dellbera7.ione prc.sa In as· 
scnzadelslnd"co,a\'evnt!eclso 
per una autorLr.za.done 01 J1l:\S. 
,Ima, m .. :;weva poslo I~ COnt.ll. 
:done che la manires ta7Jonc 3V· 

venlMC' In un:. d al" tlh'C'~"\ d~l. 
la sen tlella fC'sla .leI Retlcnl o· 
re C J 5 lugllo) , l.';\~~cs.s o rc ~o· 
clalisla I ... "\rool con fcll e r.l d cl6 
glugno ,Ja va 1;I\'ecc a E:,1J o rga· 
nlT.z..o1lorl oe l l'll1k Flu)'d rh ()o· 
51" a(fcnllal l\'a.,A'el\7 .. 'l richla. 
nmrc Ii' u.scndale co nul,JolIC 
til una ualO\ cJl vc~, , !ubc",lo (7 
glugno ) un Immclll"Io 1'1,111". 
mo scrtllo dallslml"co. Ma 1126 
ghlb"TlO - IInco ,", lin" "OIt;1 "p. 
proflilando tldl'a..-.senl.ll. tid 
slnu;1co vtncolalo dB un Impe. 
gno umcl"le -Ia giun ta, su pro· 
posla d.Il· ...... or. Laronl (II 

'qu .. le lostenne che, per gil 1m· 
p<gnl gU, pr.sl. I. manlfC5la. 
zione doven avere luogo pro· 
prio n.lla &era del R.d<nlor.) 
approvava a magglonmu la 
propos I. dclLaronl ehe. come 
.JI·lndomanl rllevu con com· 

f, 'aclmenlo cer1.a ~I.amp.a loea· 
e, avc.va me.sso Ja glunta ell 

rronlc al rallo eomplulo. La 
med .. lma .lampa locale. che 
pol clpreue sdrgno c. C'ondan· 
na, aollcclLava 1' lnW.alh'.a e 

nmpro\'eran .. I ~lnJ;lcn, !lei 
Icnnll1l bC'cerl ornm:II pt'r tua 
consuell , 101 SUII opposWonc e 

... parla\'a "ddlrhtun 01 -OCCA­

Jlone ~Ionca- da nOli pt'roere. 
1I .lolI.uronl, ln un~ rrce n le 

Inlen'uta, ha "rTemlalo, con 
chlitro rlrerlmt'nCo at comunl. 
~II. che que~1I ha nno r(' ~h)o nr.a. 
blliia A.~'\.o,1 rna ~glorl t ic: C Sile. 
St'IU.A cnlrare In ,'nlu(ado nl ,J( 

~~I~JI':)I~ ~\::'~~!~hl!\;I~' I~~~1ir:~II:.~ 
co c,,11 a.ss c~'oo rl co munisll ru . 
ronn dclenl1ll1:'1n l l n c l \' olcrt I~ 
mi'nlrt'S liu.lonc tlcll'llik Fln')"ll . 
Se I11 .. ' Oi're a.'ocohu H' rkhl;'IInl 
Jell 'o l1 , rdlJcanl e rlaITc:nllan. 
do :ml'J IR lorn "ulol1oml;\ nel. 
conrro nll <II slrTi't 10 .p;\clrlno _,. 

Ccna01 cnle ;ulI.: hC' Il s lnditeo 
An tonIo Cas.cllatl h:l mollc co'i. 
pc e moll I Ion!. Egil i: un ~n 
gal"nluonlOi .: 0 e c~rlla l f:\'ole 
non fare conrronll, Egli e un 
uomo Indlpentit'ncC', chC' ha 
le01pre svolto con succcsso e 
prestlglo la proprlO\ professlo. 
ne e ehe alia alllvili polille. d. 
con dblnleresse e con pc no­
nale sacrlnclu la propri .. com· 
ptlenza e la propna pas.slone. 
Vlvlamo Invece In un monuo 
n<lqualesemr.re dl plil I. 1'01111. 
ca e prorus one c. mutlere, 
ton lullele dlpend.nzo. gil op. 
portunlsml (e Ip"'O co.., p.g. 

~lurilchcqUC~locomPOr1;a. Ma 
C'~e lall ~ anche person:. clle 
,,113 pa~~lone polillcA e aU .. gc· 
!'Ilone lIell" aua clili 411 Vcnt7Ja ' 
~:1crtnc", lOll prnprta rrorc~.d()o 
ne cd I proprllnlcrell. .. 1. Ed an­
che quulo non glJ vlene pen.lo· 
na lo- e suscll", i'rWsenIJmt'nll 
qll,,~ 1 01 rtsc:n tlmcilin e til In\'i· 
til;') - .1:1 pane 111 cr.1 Iter 1';\111 . 
\"11;, po litic., c Anuulni~II-;\'i\'" 
nOli SOl rlilunci;)(c Me ;,,1 un 
dlentc lie ;"J UI1 aIT;uc, EJ.;lI C 
un Unll1fl I~ a le, che - ('opre- 1;1 
~ lulIl" cd I ~lI o l COnll}flOenll ;, ,,. 
che '1u;.,ulo ~uarcllllo.11 cl"C'!'11 
opera"rhllnrf:ln1t'nll' CO lIll'n I 
5uollndlrlnj c In lIuulo ,IlITor. 
me u;,lIe ot'llher.u.loni IJrt'~C. 
01 rronle AI rurba$ln C Ai rllr. 
helll, C'glJ non puo che t'~~('rc 
verdenlc. 

rer penone che h"nno l'if· 
rail:. col(1:3 vi e ICmprC' mcno 
pOSIO neJla viI." polllfcO\ e :un· 
mlols'DII\·.II.-lIaIl3. 

L'on. Dc MJchcli~. SCOlllp:tr. 
~ oDmal Ookus .. , Jmper.uure 
d.II'Arrica C.nlrale. «rea <II 
rar •• lerele.u •• mnllid.llh·e 
con II colonndlo M"hantll)O\f 
Gh.ddan; e un giomo 0 1·.lIro 
cI dlri che Ia saT.· .. , .. dl Vcne· 
zla II.a nell'anneaslone alia LI· 
bla. 

BRUNO VISENTINI 

L'AMMISSIONE dell. cand;dalura di 
Venezia. as.siemc.a quclla di Hannover 
eToronto, scg,na un p;uso vcrso quell' 
.utcntiea sdagu r:a che per Vencl.ia sa· 
rd>be l'Esposilione Un;ve=1c del 
2000, Una sciagura conlro I .. qualc 
dueccnlo pcnonalil3. dell .. cultu ra iu· 
li.ana c stranier:a, critici e slorici d'a rtc 
Ictten.ti.scriUori ,artisli archilelli ur: 
banisli, hanno lanciato ~n vibrato' ap­
pella. iIIUS/ralo 1'.111'0 giomo nell. 
&ede della ltampe eslera dai docenti 
delle due univcniti vcncz.iane e dai 
nppres.entanli di lulia Nostra, lMituto 
RaZlonale di urhaniSl;u Wwf Lega 

Una calamita artificiale 
E' I'opres.sione di una mcntalitl 

perve ... ehe II ~ fall.a dominant< in 
'luesd annl Oltanla: quella ment.JilA 
chc erea cmcflcnze anificiali per po­
leraeardln ... i principle gli imp<gni eli 
una cornUa pianificazionc. per dcro­
pre daI vineoli d; inleresse pubblico. 
p<r rusare dag!; .Pl"'lIi aile coneo­
siom, per melle~ da. parte Ie nonne, i 
proccssi, Ic dccisioni che. in un p.csc 
bene ordinalo. dovrebbcro ~ol&I"C I. 
Icstione dell"ordinario e la bUona am· 
minislnWone per risolvr:re I problemi 
..,ri dd lenilorio. 

Ambiente. •• 
,Calcol,i accunli most rano in tutla ( . 

VI~enz.a 11 carollle re di auten lica cab .. 
mila ~rti£ici.al c , c,he avrcbbc l'Expo 
(che IllIwlre cnllCo d'arte John Ru.s. 
loCI I hacondOlinnalosul N~w York T;m~s 
Come ~na 'pisncyland gallcggianlc.) . 
V.en~l1.J. C VJ~ltala ogni anno da g mili~ 
~1 d, PC,none, che t: prc\,cdibilc nel 

OCX) s.a.llranno a 10; con I .. conscguen. 
~~hr nci mcsi c~tivi. invccc dci 32 ,~ 
~uat0!i attuaJi , avrcmo una mcdi .. 
~om.ahc,n. di 45,000, csaUamcnlc it 

opPIo dl qurlli che il cC", ro SIOricO ~ 

15 dicembre 1989 
in grado di sopporare. . 

QueMo sC'nz.a I'b.po. Sc ~ucsta si fa... 
ccs.sc. tenendo prescnte tI nw.so turi· 
stico provoc .. to dallc sette esposWonl 
univen..ali che si sono avuCe nel niondo 
n~li ultimi tren,'anni, rieh iamcrcbbc 

:a , al~ri~i~·:i,~~\~~r~~o~~w~~~s~: 
gnifie .. che la marc.a luristica si tripli· 
eherebbe. con puniC d; 15()'230.000 
pcrsone: bcendo s.aharc (ha de no 
Gianni Toniolo. dcll 'univenit.i. di Ca ' 
Foscari) 130 -capacita socio-C'Conomica 
di accoglicnu- cioe illi vdlo di altivitl 
luristiu comp.;u ibile col nonnale fun· 
zionamcnlo rcsidenzjale e produnivo 
d~ lIa cilU: 1 cen"; slorid, ha(llS..Krvalo 
Edoardo Sa.luno prnidente dcll'lsli· 
tuto nuionale di urbAnislica, non w no 
bcn i icnerici adopc"bili come seeno-

d; ANTONIO CEDERNA 

gBfie teatnJi da buttare aJ macero 
quando son~ consumale: iI centro. di 
Venezia di.enle",bbe un bazaar per la 
paccouiglia turistka, negon dl mao 
&che .. e.elriprodolli. Empoli a Brali· 
slava, merletti di Dur.lJlo prodoUi a 
Hong Kong. gondol. e ventagli di T.i· 
wan eccclera. 

ha ~c,~~n~~~o ~~~~°n"avd~f;:~st~: 
luto universiLario di archilC'nura, !IWl. 

rebbc ('aumcnto dci prcni del mcrc..a-
10 immobil~rc, 

u domanda generala dall"opo p<r 
abitu.ioni lentporanec. scdi tl i rappre­
s.cntanl.a. riceCliviu, scrvizi, co m mer· 
ci eccelera, provocher~bl:>c una fo nis.­
slm3, irTC'venibile ondau di npulsio­
ne chl ceniro Slorico dC'lIa popolv.ione 
rcsidcn tc (giioggi ridotu .. 85.000 per· 

sone), 
A una proposla sbagliata come qUC'-

~dab~~;hl2~\Udtd~il;~i~ist:. ~~~~ 
pendentC': IUll i gli inlcrpcllati pe:r )'&po 
pello si sono meravigliati che I'idea 
dcll"opo lo>sc ancora SOSlenula da 
qu.alcuno, 

l'lulia, col suo slrlllordinano petri­
monio 510rico-artiSlico. ha inc~z.afo 
Anlonio l anncllo S<'grclario gene~c 
di lulia Nostra, t gii di pcrst un'o ro­
siLiooe univen;.alc di bcni culturah, e 
non ha bisogno di alt i, dc",danli rio 
chiami. 

L·opo. h. conclusa Lu;gi Sooo. t 
incompal ibile, in to llcrabile, inconci· 
liabik con Ia ;o;.opr.& vvivcnlA di VC'ne­
ri3: sarcbbc un aUlcnlico 1C'rTC'm()(o are 
tific iale. 

rrobleml .. r1 che p<rVenma 101>0. 

ad ~mpio. II ri'priSiino dell ·equili. 
brio lagun."" (dopo l'alTossamcnlo 
anni fa del piano coO\p~nsoriaJc ad 0-
pera delle sl .... ..: lone poliliche che 
oqi vogliono l'Expo), la rico nvC'f'Sfo.. 
ne ecologica di Ma'lhcra, iI ri:"\.ana· 
menlo del cenlrO Slonco, Ma I' u-po ~ 
sost~nUla da un con!oonio di una lren· 
tina di impr'C'Sot: privale (Monlrooon, 
FLat, Ibm, Fininvest, Ciga, Eni cccC1e­
raj . 

Inlcrc:\Si JX>Ien ti sono s.cesi in am· 
po pcr dar corpo ai mostri BenC'Tali lbl 
IOnno della ... gionc. 
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LASTAMP.A: 
A giugno si decide, forti opposizioni da mezzo mondo. Parlano favorevoli e contrari 

[AJ 
VENEZIA 

TTILA contre Saint~ 
Marc» e il titolo di un ar­
ticaIa dedicato da 1£ 
Monde alIa proposta di 

esposizione universale del Due­
mila . Attila viene esplicitamente 
identific8to con Gianni De Mi­
chelis, ministro degli Esteri, 
strenua sostenitorc dell'Expo 
che i critici avversano come un 
attentato mortale alia ciua. 

La candidature di Venezia per 
la grande manifestazione del 
Duemila. vol uta da Dc Michelis, 
non e pero uniea. Sono in gam 
Hannover e Toronto. Entro i pri­
mi di giugno decidera il Bureau 
International des Expositions, 
con sede a Parigi. Arrivano voei 
di forti perplessita all 'interno 
del Bureau stesso e nella Gee. 

~. 

~~A 
\ ~-

Carlo Ripa di Meana, socialista, 
commissario a BruxeUes, def"mi­
see «assurda)} I'Expo a Venezia, e 
probabilmente in COnLrasto con 
Ie nonnc della Camunita. 

i E' scattata l'insuITezione delle 
forze culturali di mezzo mondo. 
Sono usciti dun attacchi suJ Ti ­
mes (immaginate Venezia come 
una Disneyland galleggiante), 
suI New York Times. sui princi­
.pali quotidiani francesi, tede- I I 

5chi, svedesi. II Consiglio comu­
nale ha approvato un oriline del 
giorno che esclude l'ipotesi del­
I'Expo, considerando Ie condi­
zioni in cui si trova Venezia. 

fl 
~'l >~//. , ____ ...... . '--
fJ;:~~-- _. 
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una guerra 
per l'Expo 

sfonnazione di Venezia che la n­
dUITebbe a copia di alLre ciLta. 
Complessi alberghieri e edifici di 
setvizi dall'ex stazione maritti­
ma fino al monumentale mulino 
Stucky; trasferimento del porto 
commerciale sulla granda lagu­
Ilare can nuove banchine; ri­
strutturazione dell'antico Arse­
nale utilizzando i suoi 36 ettari 
per centri espositivi e laboratori 
tecnologici; nuovi collegamenti 
con I'entroterra e persino il ri­
Lorno a vecchie idee che sembra­
vano sepolte, come quella del 
metro, rica1cata sull'ancor piu 
veccbio progetto di sistema au­
tostradale in Laguna. 

Alvise Zorzi, presidente delle 
organizzazioni private per la tu­
tela di Venezia e della «Dante 
Alighierill, mi dice: «Va combat­
tuto proprio il tentativo di tra­
sfonnare la citta col pretesLo 
dell'Expo. Non e un tentativo 
senza precedenti. Anche Napo­
leone ebbe l'ambizione di cam­
biare Venezia, sventrando e de­
molendo: 72 chiese distrutte, in­
terramenti, i Giardini pubblici. 
Gli austriaci costruirono il ponte 
ferroviario. II tentativo di an­
nullare I'insularita di Venezia 
continuo dopo I'unita, interran­
do canali per cosu-uire inutili 
strade. In epoca fascista ecco il 
ponte stradale, gli imbonimenti, 
Ie zone industriali a danno della 
Laguna. Sempre senza capire 
che I'originalita di Venezia va di­
fesa e non cancellata&. 

Sir Ashley Clarke, ex amba­
sciatore di Gran Bretagna a Ro­
rna, vive a Venezia dove fondo il 
«Venice in Peril Fund» dopo il di­
sastro del 1966. Mi dice: «De Mi­
chelis sembra insensiliile a ogni 
critica e promette nuova vita a 
Venezia. Ma per frenare la deca­
denza fisica deJ centro storico 
occorrono Ie opere attese da de­
cenni. La popolazione e scesa 
dai 170 mila abitanti del 1950 a 
79 mila (Clano 133 mila nel1300) 
proprio a causa di questa deca-
denza . Le fantasie di De Miche· 
lis e dei suoi amici farebbero 
piombare Venezia nel caos». Sta 
per uscire un pamphlet di 72 pa­
gine, in quattro lingue, che espo­
ne e documenta i motivi di op­
posizione, col contributo di 50 
associazioni culturali, di studio­
si stranieri e itallani come Man­
fredo Thfuri, Leonardo Benevo­
la, Cesare De Seta, Alvise Zorzi. 

MARIO POMILIO 

E'morto 
10 scrittore 
del «Quinto 
Evangelio" 

3 
Lorenzo Mondo 

PARLAKOHL 

IIJuturo 
delta Germania? 
Presto uniti 
e presto ricchi 

4 
David Marsh 

Anche il ministro dei Beni cul­
turu li, Ferdinanda Facchiano, 
aveva gia espresso parere nega­
tivo con un telegramma a Italia 
Noslra. II sindaco Antonio Ca­
sellati mi dice: «10 ho il dovere ill 
comunicare a tutto il manda che 
Venezia non vuole l'Expo. Lo sto 
scrivendo a tutti i capi di gover­
no dei Paesi che fanno parte del 
Bureau Internatiomil des Expo­
sitions. A Venezia si rischia di ri­
petere, concentrata e ingiganti ­
ta, J'esperienza dei campionati 
mondiaH di calcio, utilizzando 
l'Expo come strumento eccezio­
nale che consente di fare un po' 
di tutto, mentre Ie opere neces­
sarie aspettano da decenni». 

a ~~~~~~ei~~bl~~°:U'~~~~ It=-r ill S; 

Le ragioni del no possono es­
sere sintetizzate riducendo il di­
SCOl-SO in termini numerici : Ve­
nezia verrebbe sommersa e stra­
volta da un minimo di 80 mila a 
un massimo di 200 mila visita­
tori al giomo per sei mesi ~previ­
sioni prudenti!. Le recenti espe­
rienze, come quella del concerto 
dei Pink Floyd, dimostrano che 
un organismo COSI prezioso e de­
licato non ammette invasioni di 
massa. Venezia e gia sofferente 
satta il peso d.i 7-8 miliani di tu­
risti l'anno. Se dovesse riceveme 
20 0 30 milioni in sei mesi ca­
drebbe in ravina . 

II professor Paolo Costa (Di ­
partimento di Scienze economi­
che di Ca' Foscari) ha diretto una 
rice!'ca sui flussi turistici prevc­
dibili : «Anche nell'ipotesi di un 
forte decentramento deJJ'Expo 
neUe altre cilla venete il numero 
dei visitatori sarebbe insoppor­
tabile. Quale turista straniero, 
dopo aver visitato Ie sedi esposi­
tive a Padova, Vicenza, Verona, 
Treviso, rinuncercbbe a San 
Marco? C'e solo da sperare che 
Ie peJ1>lessita affioranti nel Bu­
reau diventino piit forti di fronte 
ai dati da noi raccolli c al no de­
ciso della citta». 

II sindaco Casellati incalza: 
«La capacita fisica di accogli ­
mento e del tutto spraporziona­
ta all'Expo. Pensi che i posti-leL­
to ncgli alberghi veneziani sono 
II mila . Ma anche nelle altre 
citta venete l'ipotesi dcll'esposi ­
;done universale motiva appren ­
sioni . L'economia veneta tira be­
ne, non ha bisogno di sferzate 
violente . Tra i piu contrari tro­
viamo industriali come iI conte 
Marzotto». Un altro industria Ie, 

It ponte e la chiesa degli Scalzi in un'iIIustrazione di Moebius che fa parte d'una serie dedicataa minacdose immagini diVenezia senza acqua 

Enrico Chiari, presidente degli 
«Amici dei musei» a Venezia, C 
terrorizzato: «Se e impossibile 
muovcrsi nei giomi di Carneva­
le, figurarsi nei mesi dell'Expo. 
E' un 'assurdita, rna il progetto 
riccve forti spinte politiche». 

Domando a Cesare De Miche­
lis, docente universitario, vice­
presidente del Consorzio Expo, 
se Ie spinte vengano soprattutto 
dal fratello ministro (il quale 
sembra poco propenso 8i collo­
qui su questo tema: non ha n ­
sposto a una mia richiesta scnt ­
ta, e solo ien sera ha accettato it 
«processo» tv Terzo grado, su 
Raitre, in cui ha difeso rabbiosa­
mente l'Expol. rAbbiamo avuto 
J'appoggio di Craxi e di Andreot­
ti, in passato quello di De Mita. 
Mio frateUo e convinto come me 
della necessita di dare un nuovo 
impulso a Venezia, avvilita da 
un turismo di rapina e da una 
terziarizzazione di qua litii mo­
desta . L'Universitii offre all'eco­
nornia locale un contributo ridu­
cibile aIle mense e agli affiLtaca­
mere; non sviluppa sinergie cul­
turali. L'Expo sarebbe un fatto 
effimero ma con un forte valore 

promozionale in tutto il mondo». 
Si stenta a credere che Vene­

zia abbia bisogno di promozione, 
come se non fosse abbastam.a 
conosciuta. Cesare De Michelis 
riballe velocissimo: «Venezia ha 
bisogno di cambiare immagine, 
il suo marehio e mortuarioll. Ep­
pure sono contra l'Expo i com­
ponenti del comitato dell'Une­
sco per la salvaguardia del patri­
monio mondiale e quelli dei 22 
comitati privati per Venezia 
operanti in Italia, in Francia, 
Gran Bretagna, Germania, Olan­
da, Svezia, Svizzera, negli Stati 
Uniti, in Australia. 

Ne fanno parte scrittori, in 
prima fila il premio Nobel Josif 
Brodskij, scienziati, artisti. in ­
tellettuali, esponenti di associa ­
zioni di tutela . Dalla «Save Veni ­
ce Inc.lI di New York a ItaUa No­
stra, £11 «Venice in Peril Fund» , a l 
«Ral1ye San Marco France». Ce· 
sare De Michelis ironizza : «Si 
agitano molto. Li definisco i era­
cerossini di Venezia: temono di 
perderne il cadavere rimanendo 
disoccupati&. 

Gli domando se il rischio di 
collasso sia secondo lui frutto di 

immaginazione. Mi risponde 
senza esitare: «E' probabile che 
il rischio Expo s ia mortale per 
Venezia. Nelle attuali condizioni 
la ciUa non e in grado di organiz­
zare un'esposizione universale, 
di accoglierne i visitatori. II pro­
blema esisLe, perche Venezia si 
paralizza piu in frella di qual­
siasi ciua. Ma il nostro progetto 
nasce dall'idea di cambiare Ve­
nezia per il Duemila, creando 
condizioni diverse, modificando 
il rapporto con l'entroterra, su­
perando la monocultura del turi­
smo». 

Una prospettiva grandiosa, 
nel segno della telernatica e del­
!'informatica, con centri di n ­
cerea e laboratori diffusi in tutLo 
il Veneto e Venezia che passa da 
un'econom ia «cantativa» a un 
terziario dinamico, grazie al-
1'«Expo dell'intelligenza umana 
e artificiale». Cambiare Venezia 
per adeguarla al Duemila. Co­
me? Hanno fatto scalpore pro­
getti di isole artificiali, di padi­
glioni galleggianLi, di zattere su 
cui far csplodere la festa dell'E ­
xpo intrecciando musei e lumi ­
narie, ristomnti e teatri . 

Come inserire I'effimero nella 
ricerca di nuove e piu alte fun ­
zioni per la Serenissima del fu­
Luro? Risponde Cesare De Mi ­
chelis: IIDue architetti, Emilio 
Ambasz e Tonci Foscari, hanno 
abbozzato alcuni pragetti im­
maginando nel parco della La­
guna Nord una serie d.i punti di 
ristoro e di trattenimento. L'idea 
puo piacere 0 no, ma non e que­
sto il problema di fondo. 11 cam­
biamento di Venezia deve avve­
nire nella sua struttura e nei 
suoi servizi. Restauro della par­
te di citta in abbandono, riempi ­
mento delle parti vuote, trasfe­
rimento della stazione feITovia­
ria per creare nuovi accessi. 
Quelli di oggi sono disastrosi. 
Una ferrovia metropolitana do­
vrcbbe amvare daU'entroterra a 
Venezia. proseguire sotto la La­
guna fino al Lido». Sullo stato di ­
sastroso degJi accessi tutti d'ac­
cordo, ma immaginiamo con 
sgomento la sta1.ione del metro a 
San Marco, come in piazza Duo­
mo 0 in Piccadilly Circus. 

Balenano promesse di investi­
menti favolosi, 19 mila miliardi. 
per realizzarc un disegno di tra -

alta e della manutenzione del 
patrimonio abitativo corroso 
dall'umidita, dopo decenni d.i 
chiacchiere. «Mancano Ie fogna ­
ture e i depuratori, i rii non ven-
gono scavati ne ripuliti da tren-
t'anni, in Laguna si diffondono 
banchi d.:i alghe che imputridi­
scono, il moLo ondoso distrugge 
rive e fondamenta» denuncia in­
stancabilmente la sezione di Ita­
lia Nostra. 

Ne parlo con Luigi Zanda, pre­
sidente del consorzio «Venezia 
Nuovall che ha la responsabilita 
delle opere di difesa della Lagu­
na e vicepresidente del Consor­
zio per l'Expo. «Mi sembra che il 
tema di fondo non sia quello del 
510 no aU'esposiziane universale 
del Duemila ma quello di riequi ­
librare il nlpporto di Venezia can 
I'entroterra, cominciando dal di ­
sinquinamento e dalla regola­
zione dei flussi turistici. Questo 
problema diventera sempre piu 
grave nei prassimi anni. Se non 
riusciamo a risolverlo l'Expo sa ­
rebbe una follia». 

Non sarebbe ragionevole un 
forte impegno di lulli per rimet­
lere finalmente in sesto Venezia 
e proporre per il suo futuro un 
progetto ugualmente orientato 
verso la rice rca scientifica e Ie 
tecnologie di avanguardia rna 
meno pericoloso dell'Expo, me­
no effimero? Cesare De Miche­
lis: «La nostra non e un'idea uni ­
ca e obbligata. Se nasce qualcosa 
di meglio io sono pronto». Qual­
cosu che rispetti I'idcntita di Ve­
nezia non soltanto per Ie sue pie­
tre e i suoi languori, COSI cari a 
Huskin, rna come combinazione 
unica di fallori geogJ(.lfici, am· 
bientali, cul turali; che innesti 
nuova vita, senza snaturarlo, nel 
solo organismo urbano a misura 
d 'uomo aneora esistente al mon­
do. 

Mario Fazio 

FUNARI, PAROLACCE 

«nalvideo 
do alta gente 
inJormazione 
viva" 

Marinella 
Venegoni 

tuttoscienze 

BIOLOGIA 

Guen-a di veleni 
tra Ie piante 
e gli anima/i 

Maria Luisa Bozzi 
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- DIFESA AMBIENTALE -------------------

l a eee in campo contro l'Expo a Venezia 
(DAL NOSTRO INY IATO) 

BRUXELLES - <<Attila contro 
San Marco» ha titolato «i.e Mon­
de»' «A mo'rte Venezia» ha seelto 
la ~<Frankfurter Aigemeine» . . Ma 
sui tema in toni analoghi, si sono 
mobilitati anche il britannico «Ti­
mes» e I'americano «New York 
Times». Pietra dello scandalo il 
progetto di fare di Venezia la sede 
dell'Esposizione universale 2000. 

mandolo agli ohblighi di tutela 
dell'ecosistema, cui deve attenersi 
in base alia legge comunitaria. · Per 
la precisione, in base alia direttiva 
85/337 «sull'impatto ambientale», 
entrata in vigore nel luglio '88. 

Questa direttiva stabilisce che 
tutti i progetti come la costruzione 
di autostrade, ferrovie e aeroporti, 
di opere urbane come strade, 
tramvie, metro, porti, complessi 
alberghieri ecc. devono essere sot­
toposti sempre <<ad attenta val uta­
zione quando suscettibili di provo­
care effetti significativi sull'am­
biente, causa la loro natura, di­
rnensione 0 localizzazione». 

Ora sui sentiero di guerra si e 
messa anche Bruxelles. II commis­
sario Cee all'Ambiente, Carlo Ripa 
di Meana, ha infatti annunciato 
ieri I'intenzione di scrivere una 
lettera al Governo italiano richia-

Ma ecco I'antefatto della 
vicenda. L'idea della candi­
datura di Venezia fu lanciata 
dall 'attuale ministro degli 
Esteri, Gianni De Michehs, 
con il pieno appowo dell'al­
lora consiglio municipale e 
dell'allora presidente della 
Re~one . Veneto, Carlo Ber­
niOl, attuale ministro dei 
Trasporti. Oggi, tre anni do­
po, il consiglio municipale si 
e schierato contro il proget­
to, allarmato dalla negatIva 
esperienza in lul!.iio del con­
certo dei Pink fiord. 

A . fa rgl i camblare idea 
hanno contribuito anche Ie 
proiezioni di uno studio del­
I'Universita di Venezia: que­
ste annunciano che se Expo 
200q, ~he durera quattro 
mes), Sl terra nel quadrato 
Venezia-Vicenza-Padova­
Treviso, ci sara un'invasione 
di IS mil ioni annui di visi­
tatori nella citm lagunare 
contro i 7-8 milioni attuali ' 
con punte giornaliere d ~ 
175mila persone, cioe nove 
volte superiori alia soglia di 
tolleranza di 20mila. 

Le esperienze di Bruxelles 
e Osaka pariano pero di pre­
senze record fino a 700mila 
visitatori al giorno. Ma che 
secondo Carlo Bernini, che 
si trova va ieri a Bruxelles 
per il Consi~io Trasporti, 
sono pnve dl fondamento . 
Perche Expo 2000, dice il 
ministro, sara «difTusa su 
tutto il territorio» circostan­
te, quindi la pressione dei 
visitatori si man terra sulle 
20mila unita 31 siorno. 
Quanto alia Commlssione 
Cee, secondo il ministro, al 
momenta sta «processando 
solo un' idea, visto che i pro­
getti veri e propri, 10 studio 
sull'impatto ambientale ver­
ran no compilati solo quando 
ci sara stata l'assegnazione 
della candidatura» . 

Adriana Cerretelli 

La direttiva precisa inoltre che 
la valutazione deve riguardare 
<<tu tti gli effetti diretti, indiretti e 
secondari, cumulativi a breve e 
lungo termine, compresi quelli de'.. 
rivanti da un accrescimento del 
numero dei visitatori potenzialu). 

Basta questa rapida 'scorsa al­
I'eurolegge per concludere che 
sembra fatta apposta per salva­
guardare Venezia. E Ripa di Mea­
na sembra deciso a farsene il 
"guardiano", visto che ieri ha an­
nunciato anche I'invio nella citIA 
di una task foree della Commis­
sione <<per raccogliere tutti gli ele-

menti indispensabili a valutare gli 
sviluppi del dossieo>. 

Da segnalare poi anche un'altra 
lettera, questa volta indirizzata al 
Bureau International des Exposi­
tions (Bie), che il 14 giugno deci­
dera I'assegnazione della sede tra 
tre candidate: Venezia, Hannover 
e Toronto. Al Bie Ripa di Meana 
scrive per mettere in chiaro che 
una scelta europea dovra essere in 
linea con Ie disposizioni della di­
rettiva, pena I'inapplicabilita della 
decisione. 

Adriana Cerretelli 
(continua a pag. 2) 
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Expo 2000 

Venezia, il balocco di De Michelis 
VENEZIA. «Considerate questa 
citta, con tutti col oro che I'abi­
tano, come un balocco che si 
puo buttare dove si vuole, che 
si puo fare a pezzi ( ... ) e que­
,t.) il sentimento dei mercenari 
( ... ) Noi, beninteso, siamo al di 
so pra di tutto questa : noi fac­
ciamo la storia». La citta e Ve­
nezia, Ie parole sono di uno dei 
congiurati che nel dramma di 
Simone Wei! Venezia Salva tra­
mava di distruggerla per conse­
gnarla agli spagnoli. 

La vicenda della congiura del 
1618, sventata per il tradimen­
to di un cospiratore e tema di 
una delle pili 1uminose, seppu­
re frammentarie opere di Simo­
ne Weil, si ripropone ad emble­
ma di una condizione che ieri 
come oggi incombe sui luoghi 
privilegiati dall a storia e per 
questo pili fragili: se ieri Vene­
zia era ambita per la sua ric­
chezza e potenza , oggi 10 e co­
me simbolo e memoria da con­
sumare; i! suo potere, come 

quello di re Mida, e di valoriz­
zare ogni cosa che vi succede, 
di darle risonanza e prestigio, in 
una parola, di attirare denaro . 

Ma la si tuazione del dramma 
weiliano si e oggi ribaltata: so­
no proprio gli stranieri a pren­
dere tenacemente Ie difese di 
una citta. preda di voraci e po­
tenti mercenari italiani , i poli­
tici e i capitani d'industria gui­
dati da Cesare De Michelis che 
pensano all'Expo Duemila, l'ul-

CONTINUA A PAG. 2. 11 COL. 
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lima csposizio ne uni vcrsalc di 
queslo secolo, grande bazaar di 
scienza , lccnica, cultura e 50-

prallullo induslria, come occa­
sione di rilancio economico per 
la Serenissima e per tullo il Ve­
nelo . 

II denaro e la polilica sono i 
motori di ogni ini ziativa italia­
no, spiega Brian James ai lellori 
del New York Times: ed ecco 
perche I'idea di candidare Ve­
nezia, in lizza con Ie ben piu 
idonee Toronto e Hannover, al­
l'Expo 2000 e venula nell'85 ad 
uno dei suoi cilladini piu illu­
stri , che in Venelo ha la sua ri­
serva di caccia elellorale: il Mi­
nistro De Michelis: «Allila, na­
gello di San Marco» per Le 
Monde, e per lanti suoi eoncit­
ladini. II progello e grandioso: 
19 mila miliardi per COntrasla­
re, SOIlO il segno dell'informa­
lica, della lelematica, del pOSl­
moderno, di ecologia ed eco­
sistema e di altre fumosita, il tu­
rismo arcaico di cui la citta e 
vitti rna, che a rricchisce un pu­
gno di commercianti senza a l­
cun beneficio per la comunita. 
La soluzione starebbe, con 
grande beneficia per Ciga Ho­
tels, Fiat, Olivetti, IBM, Coca 
Cola, Philips , Mondadori, Be­
nellon, Montedison, banche e 
compagnie d' assicurazione, 
Provincia, Regione e Governo, 
in quei ponti galleggianti su lla 
laguna per ospitare Ie varie ma­
nifestazioni , nel riorganizzare 
gli accessi alia citta col controllo 
del nusso turistico, nel realizza­
re una metropolitana sottoma­
rina incrementando con nuovi 
mezzi «mu ltimodali » i trasporti 
acquatici, in colline di erba ar­
tificiale, nella ristrutturazione 
di interi quartieri impiegando 
ogni minima spazio espositivo 
inutilizzalo , nella creazione di 
un parco naturale in laguna . Le 
mani del terziario su Venezia, 
per farne, citando John Russell 
del New York Times, una Di­
sneyland ' galleggiante per una 
fiera picaresca. Incubo a Vene­
zia, titola 10 stesso giornale un 
articolo di Brian James, rinet­
tendo sulla paranoia di trasfor­
mare la citta in un parco acqua­
tico che chiude i cancelli all'u­
scita dell'ultimo visitatore, co-

Venetia delenda est 

,............,~, 
~: 

:-:::=:::-='"7:'--..... ------~-..:' - ... /I ministro degli es t . 0 M' . . ~ . ) en e Ichells (ora soprannomlnato «A ul-
I~» : ~ ~oalizzato Ie maggiori aziende italiane per una Esposi­
zlone mversale ehe tuuo il Mondo e gli stessi veneziani giudiea­
no catastrofica per I. ciUa 

Venezia, iI balocco di De Michelis Nel dramma weiliano, il con­
giurato Jaffier improvvisamen­
te «vede» Venezia «eosi bella, 
potente e eal maH e la salva, tra­
dendo i com pagni e consegnan­
dosi alia giustizia . Venezia og­
gi e assai meno bella e assai piu 
fragile, ne e'e da aspellarsi si­
mili atti di eroismo da parte di 
chi ci governa. Forse ha ragio­
ne Brian James, quando insinua 
che I'idea dell'Expo , a parte gli 
opportu nismi imprenditoriali, 
sia nata, in modo ben piu sini­
stro, dal profondo tedio, dalla 
stanchezza che provano Ie au­
torita italiane nei confronti di 
Venezia e dei suoi problemi. La 
spera nza e in un piccolo «tra­
dimento» per fare la storia sen­
za dover fare di Venezia un ba­
Iocca . 

me fosse un museo . Una folia 
prevista di oltre 20 milioni, 230 
mila persone al giorno (contra 
Ie 25 mila, che gia oggi ingoia­
no Venezia durante I'alta stagio­
ne) in una citta senza strade , 
senza alberghi e senza toilettes, 
che del resto non si vede dove 
passano stare, se non su isole ar­
tificiali. Un nuovo «ecosiste­
rna», insomma. Anche se si op­
tasse per qualunque altra citta 
del Veneto come sede dell'Expa, 
iI problema non sarebbe diver­
so, come ha scritto I'ex amba­
sciatore inglese in Italia Ashley 
Clarke, presidente del comitato 
«The Venice in Peril Fund)>: co­
me infatti pensare che i visitatori 
non si rechino a Venezia? 

Senza tener CO ntO dei dati di 
un tragico rapporto curato da l 
Censis e dalla «Rivista Veneta» 
sull' incremento del turismo a 
Venezia al traguardo del Mil­
lennio: un turista ogni due abi­
tanti, la popolazione calata a 60 
mila persone. Una marea uma­
na che aggredisce da terra una 
citta, gia stretta dalla morsa del 
mare e dell'inquinamento. Con­
tra iI pot ere politico e dell'indu­
stria, il fragile sindaco Antonio 
Casellati, che insieme a un 
gruppo di veneziani ha manife­
stato contro l'Expo 10 scorso 
ottobre a Parigi sotto gli uffici 
del Bureau International des 
Expositions (dove avveniva la 
presentazione eclatante e fumo-

sa della paccottiglia di cui do­
veva fregiarsi Venezia per l'Ex­
po), ha invocato I'intervento in­
ternazionale, delle numerose as­
sociazioni a salvaguardia di Ve­
nezia. Allarmi e raccomanda­
zioni per mettere in guardia go­
vernanti e responsabili 10 han­
no lanciato , oltre che i giorna­
Ii, Ie mohe istituzioni che dal­
I'estero si muovono, sollecila­
te dall'Unesco dopo I'alluvione 
del '66 per salvare Venezia. II 
5 e 6 ottobre scorso Ie organiz­
zazioni internazionali per la sal­
vaguardia di Venezia si sana 
riunite nelloro XVII convegno, 
sotto la presidenza di Alvise 
Zorzi, opponendosi risoluta­
mente all'Expo. Anna Mariani 

Polemiche 

Expo a Venezia? Francia, Inghilterra 
e America contro De Michelis 

Eceo aleuni signijieativi giudizi della pili autorevole stampa internazionale 
ehe non sembrano aver minimamente turbato l'olimpiea determinazione 

del nostro ministro degli Esteri, soprannominato Attila 

Altila contro San Marco 
«La proposta di Gianni De Michelis e stata accolta all'unani­

mita dal Governo italiano? Assolutamente no: categoricamente 
contrario e iI ministro dei beni culturali Facchiano. II rappresen­
tante dell'/talia presso iI Comitato del patrimonio mondiale del­
l'Unesco ha /allo votare all'unanimita una mozione che espri­
meva Hviva inquietudine davanti a una minaccia che grava su un 
gioiello, Venezia, appartenente a tulia I'umanita, messo in peri­
colo dall'eventuale svolgimento dell'esposizione universale"». 

Emmanuel De Ronx, "Le Monde», 12 gennaio 1990 

Galbraith sollecita l'Expo 
«E (Galbraith) ha continuato, con una/rase un po' allucinan­

te, rispondendo alia domanda se crede che una "cilladina"come 
Venezia ce la/accia a reggere I'impallo (un a/f1usso turistico pre­
visto sulle 260mila persone al giorno, a /ronte di 80mila abitan­
ti): "Beh, la ragione la deve avere la maggioranza. 260mila di 
/ronte a 80mila ... ma pensatealla/elicita di quei 260mila!". Mentre 
debolmente la moglie commentava che lei si rende conto che po­
trebbe essere un gran pericolo, ma che di /ronte alia rag ion di 
Stato ... ». 

Antonella Federici , « /I Gazzettino», 6 febbraio 1990 

Incubo a Venezia 
« Venezia e diventata semplicemente troppo costosa 0 troppo 

turbolenta per preservarla nella sua antica forma di cillo viva? 
Deve con tenere 10 sviluppo industriale nel suo hinterland e sta 
come un areaico impedimenta a una potenziale eccitante rieerea 
di gas naturale? Se e cosi, /orse la soluzione /inale costituita da 
Expo 2000 sarebbe quella di un futuro in cui la citta diventereb­
be una sorta di museo vissuto. un parco aequo/icD che chiude­
rebbe Ie sue porte al/e spalle dell'ultimo visitatore che parte ogni 
sera. Paranoia, natura/mente, rna gli avvenimenli lasciano pre­
sagire iI dramma pi" tetro. Eppure il Comune non ha mai chie­
sto di diventare un luogo di esposizione, e iI consiglio comunale 
ha sinora ri/iutato 10 candidatura per Expo 2000. E impossibile 
nu/rire una totale simpatia per Venezia(".J I suoi commercianl; 
sono Ira i pi" venali del mondo ( .. .) A questo pun to i veneziani 
sono governati dai politici che si meritano. Ma un Jato perverso 
Ii ha prescelti come custodi di una delle cillo pi;' rimarchevoli del 
pianeta. Nonostante questo, 0 /orse proprio per questo, gli uo­
mini che hanno iI potere devono adoprarsi nel poco tempo rima­
sto per evitare che Venezia sia sacri/icata sul/'altare di uno show 
col/aterale avvolta nello sgargiante sudario di Expo 2000». 

Brian James, «The Times», 11 novembre 1989 

II no del Comitato 
«Tenuto conto che la delicata (. . .) natura di Venezia e ii/OliO 

che i'esposizione coinvo/ge una media spropositata di visilalori 
per 6 mesi, da aggiungere a queI/o che e il normale /Iusso turisti­
co, il Comitato per la salvaguardia di Venezia esprime una /er­
ma opposizione alia candidatura di Venezia el o del Veneto alia 
Expo 2000. /I Comitato condivide I'opinione di quegli abitanti 
della citta e di coloro che sono convinti che essa nOli e in grado 
di sopportare Ie in/rastrullure necessarie a questo evellto senza 
che ne derivino cambiamenti radicali che sono completamente 
contrari al carallere della citta e che distorcono 10 gia precaria 
situaziane abitativa, perseguendo guadagno a breve termine al 
rischio di danni irreparabili, nulli/icando quindi Ie misure di sal­
vaguardia propugnate dai comitati per la salvaguardia di Vene­
zia. Pur aderendo agli s/orzi e//elluati per controllare I'inquina­
mento della laguna, eliminare i rischi di alluvioni e migliorare 10 
qualita di vita degli abitanti, i comitati considerano che organiz­
zare I'Expo a Venezia oppure in Veneto non sia la strada giusta 
per perseguire questi obiellivi». 

XVII Meeting delle Organizzazioni private per la salvaguardia 
di Venezia, 5-6 ottobre 1989 

Assassinare iI passato 
«/I pericolo e imminente. L '!talia si e messa in lista perospita­

re la prossima Esposizione universale; per accoglierla e stata pro­
posta 10 cillo di Venezia: e De Michelis, il ministro degli Esteri, 
che appoggia I'iniziativa.( .. .) Bisogna stare all'erta: Ie civilta che 
assassinano if lora passato allentano anche alloro avvenire. E, 
in questo momenta in cui I 'Europa si va costituendo, ci sara qual­
cuno che osera o//enderne la gloria? Venezia chiama I'Europa 
in aiuto», 

Rene Huyghe, dell ' Academie Fran~aise, «Le Figaro», 
7 dieembre 1989 

Fantastique. Ma Venezia e fragile 
« "Toni, vieni anca ti. £ stato un disguido ". Alia cena a Pa­

lazzo Balbi, sede della Regione, Casellati appare combaHivo. Spie­
ga ai delegati i problemi di Venezia, ancora SOIlO choc per I'in­
vasione est iva di 200mila giovani per il concerto dei Pink Floyd, 
e consegna uno studio del professor Paolo Costa di Ca' Foscari, 
sull'impallo turistico di un 'eventuale Expo. Terrificante: una me­
dia di oltre centomila persone al giorno, con punte di 3-400mila, 
la cillo paralizzata, i servizi impazziti. /I delegato /rancese Mar­
.cel Galopin sembra colpito. ~ '1/ cibo, Ie bellezze, la fantasia de­
gli italiani: /antastique. Ma Venezia e /ragile, occorre aver cura 
di non dannegeiarla "". 

Corrado Inee, «Panorama», 14 gennaio 1990 

Un futuro tempestoso 
«/I concerto dei Pink Floyd e i Campionati Mondiali di calcio 

sarebbero nulla ill con/ronto agli e//elli del/'Expo( . .. ) E per que­
sta ragione che Ie oltre 20 associazioni che lavoran o per salva­
guardare Venezia create dopo /'appel/o lanciato dall'Unesco e dal 
Governo italiano dopo la disastrosa al/uvione del 1966, hanno 
adollato alloro meeting tenuto nella cilia lagunare una risolu­
zione che esprime "Ia loro /e"na opposizione" al progello». 

Ashley Clarke, presidente di The Venice in Peril Fund, 
«The Times», 16 novembre 1989 

Una Disneyland gallcggiante 
«( Venezia e, e sempre sara, una ciua estremamenle fragile. Gia 

oggi non riesce a con tenere Ie /olle che vogliono visitarla. Nel­
I'ultima notte del Carnevale della scorso anno, la Cilia era so­
vrappopolata 01 punta che 10 via di comunicazione con 10 terra­
/erma ha dovuto essere chiusa ( . . . ) / venticinquemila visitatori 
al giorno che Venezia soppor/a in alia stagione sanD il massimo 
che la cillo pub reggere. 

Se Ie si chiedesse di rice verne altr; cen to 0 cenlocinquanfami­
la, come accadrebbe per Expo 2000, i danni sarebbero oltre ogni 
possibilifa di cu/co/a. Se il progello verdI allualO. merili e respon­
sabilita saranno sopraltulta di Gianni De Michelis. ministro de­
gli Esteri, del governo italiano e di un consortia straordinoria­
mente potentc di interessi commerciali e industriali. decisi ad 011 -

dare sino in /ondo». 

John Russell, «The New York Times», 10 dicembre 1989 

Galleria Fuxia, Verona 
Galleria Unimedia, Genova 

ospitano 

ARTE SELLA DOCUMENTAZ/ONE 

in collaborazione con .Rl.11RR 
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Un projet d'exposition universelle pour ran 2000 provo que des polemiques 

Attila contre Saint-Marc • • Venise au peril de I' expo 
Commant enrayer Ie declin 

de Ie cite des Doges 7 Comment 
lutter contra Ie pollution qui 
range sas vieillas pierre5 at las 
hautes 88UX qui anvahiss8nt 
sas places 7 Comment conciliar 
Ie raspect de son passe histori­
qua at Ie developpament de son 
activite industrialla at commer­
ciala . Comment empecher 
I'axoda de sa population at 18 
proteger d'una mares touristi­
qua cheque annae plus inquie­
tanta 7 M. Gianni De Michelis. 
depute de Vanise at ministr. 
des affairas 8tr8"g8r88, 8 una 
reponse: installer en "an 2000, 
it proximite de 18 place Saint­
Marc, une exposition univer­
selle. Une proposition serieuse­
ment examinee par Ie Bureau 
international des expositions et 
qui a declanche, on s'en doute. 
de violantes polemiques. -

VENISE 

de notre envoye special 

A Venise, ses adversaires Ie sur­
nomment Attila. Les gondoliers lui 
ont d'a iUeurs deceme, pres du pont 

~~m~~~~' I:nfo~: d~~~ ho~ed'~~ 
(symbole de la ville), .. made in 
Hongkong ". Son idee d'insta ller 
en l'an 2000 une exposition univer­
se lle dans 1a cite des Doges fait 
pouser des rugissements a la majcr 
rile du conseil municipal el a bon 
nombre de scs concitoyens. Mais 
elle sMuil une fraction non negli­
geable de la population. 

Gianni De Michelis est I'homme 
du scandale, Ie neau qui menace 
Saint-Marc et sa basilique. Depute 
socialiste de Venise depuis des lus­
tres, il est aujourd'hui, A cinquante 
ans, ministre des affaires etran­
geres du gouvemement Andreotti 
et surtout I'homme fo rt de la Vene­
tie. II proclame sa fierte d'atre a. la 
tete.du .. camf des oui .... de cC:ux 

~~~i~~n ... t. :n~~:~= ta~a~dsr~u~~ 
refusenl tout au nom du passe et 
condamnent la ville au declm. 

14 I~;c~b~:~ ~8I,riem~~~ra~ni~t~r~ 
national des expositions (BIE). 
dont Ie siege est A Paris, a officiel­
lement enregistre la candidature de 
Venise pour I'an 2000, avec celles 
de Hanovre (RFA) et de Toronto 

h~:;li:ti~ 'v~~ ~~~f~l~e~t"~:~~ 
la capitale fran~aise a la tate d'une 
delegation, a tente de se faire rece­
voir par M- Desfrenes, la respon­
sable administrative du BIE. Celle­
ci avait prudemment quine seS' 
locaux proche de )' Etoile. Elle 

~:~di1~~~~~ ~~~a~:~~-e~~ i~~v~~~ 
nements. Ce sont les repr6sentants 
des quarante-trois pays inscrits au 

:~~g:'~n~ula~WI~n~r s~~~~;~ 
I'exposition universelle du prochain. 
millenaire. 

La proposition de Gianni De 
Michehs fait-eUe I'unanimite au 
scin du gouvemement italien ? Pas 
totalement : I'hostilite du ministre 
des biens culturels, M. Facchiano, 

i'i~aft~b~~u~!-i~e r1:e~~~~~~i~: 
mondial de I'UNESCO a fait voter 
A I'unanimite unc motion expri­
mant sa .. vive inquietude devant 10 

):,enaa~e d~ui.{:~t::,e; : :r p~~~~ 
/lventuelle tenue de J'exposilion 
universelle _. A Rome, un senateur 
de la ga uc he independan te, 
M. Massimo Riva, note que I'idee. 
A sa connaissance, n'a jamais ete 
4iscutee officiellement par Ie gou­
vemement ni presentee devant Ie 
Parlement. 

Quel est donc ce projet qui 
dechaine tant de passion et que 
personne ne connait ? tl est. a vrai 
dire, extraordinairement nou. On 
en connait surtoul ia genese. 

M . De Michelis, revenant en 
1985 de I'exposition de Tokyo, a 
une illumination. Fascine par la 
modernite et tous les mots en 
" tique ., il est revcnu dans sa ville 
natale en imaginant pour elle un 
deuxieme millenaire glorieux sous 
Ie signe de I'informatique et de la 

~~:~~id~i~'S';:co~~::~:r ~~s~~ 
imense mediation : I'exposition uni­
verselle en est Ie truchement neces­
saire. 

Un premier programme est ela­
bore par un groupe d'architectes oll 
figure Renzo Piano. Comme iI est 
diffici le de degager un espace suf­
fisant sur ce terrain sature d'his­
toire, ils imaginent de construire 
une serie de docks nottants sur la 
lagune. En 1987, la coalition muni­
cipale bascule, Ie nouveau maire, 
M. Amonio Casellati. est un oppo­
sa nt farouche A toute idee 
d'Expo 2000. La ville fait savoir 
qu'elle refuse d'associer son nom 
au projet. Qu'a. cela ne tienne, 
l'exposition ne s'appellera .plus 
" Venezia 2000 • (Venise 2000), 
rna is c Venetia 2000 • (Vene­
tie 2000) . 

Le ma;re de Ven;.e, Antonio CBseliati (au centre, avec des lunettes) 
./a t'te d 'unB de/egat;bn devant'e s;ege du 81E, ,9 Paris, en decembre 1989, 

Une rille .. a realiser et d decorer des 
qui se ride espa.c~s qui sero,!, mis a leur di~­

positIon gralull ement au ul n 
Desormals. la region, ou. M de d 'une grande zone d 'exposUion 

Mlchehs possede une confortable commune ». 

maJoTlte, est assoclee a l'exposI- Le pilote de .. Venetia 2000 », 
tlon, qUi sera .. eciatee • sur plu- dont Ie coOt est estime a. 
sieurs villes. Son theme, .. la 19000 milliards de lires (200 mil­
construction de l'equilibre du sys- . liards de francs), est un consortium 
teme terre » , a trois niveaux: Ie oil se retrouvc tout Ie grati n de 
.. reseau des idees . , dont Ie centre I'indust rie italienne : de Mondadori 
sera A Venise (sur Ie terrain de ). Fiat, en passant par Olivetti , 

~~:;:~~iB~~:r;~~ r~:.~~~ra~~ i~ ~ueznzi:~~'nsM~~~i~:sodn~ ~c!:~i~: 
production immaterielle des labo- Philips ou IBM. Le president de ce 
ratoires des centre~ de recherche front est M. Giulio Malgara, I'un 

~~s~~~tedi}~u~:n~~~,s f: i m~:dnet ~~~i~!~te.g~nP~~~I~~~t:_;~i~~n~: 
enlier a~ moyen de la telematique. est M. Luigi Zanda, responsable, 

;:lr:;a»~ :it~~e~~~ t~~e;r~o;:r~~~ ~~o~~I:,U~S'q~r !rlt~peco~c~~~~zi: 
entre Mestre et I'aeroport de Tes- gestion de tout Ie projet d'assainis­
sera. oil seront loges les pays parti- sement et d'amenagement de la 
cipanlS. lagune. 

Le .. reseau de production . L 'aut re vice-pres ident est 
- les avancees technologiques les M. Cesare De Michelis, Frere cadet 
plus recentes - sera disperse dans de Gianni, universitaire et respon­
les villes de J'interieur. Padoue. sable d'une maison d'edition (Mar­
Verone , Trevise, Pordenone , silio Editori) . Le but du consor­
Vicence ... Ainsi pour la premi~re tium, ex pl ique ce de rn ier, est 
fois une exposition universelle se d'etudier la c faisabilite ,. du projet 
tiendra sur plusieurs sites. II est en evitantles lourdeurs administra­
egalement indique - c'est une tives. Les contours de ceiui-ci sont 
autre premiere - que les pays par- nous? M . Cesare De Michelis ne 
ticipants n'auront pas A financer la Ie nie pas, mais il n'est pas possible, 
construction de leur pavilion, mais explique-t-il , de Ie developper 

e:;~i::~: ~~;t ~ Ifo;;~~~~~ 

problimes. dont Ie principol est 
effeclivement la monoculture 10u­
ristique, j/ fau t mener une polili­
que de longue haleine el tie pas 
ceder aux coups midialiques. Oui. 
Venise a besoin d'aCliYites 1I0U­
velles. us investissements t'X i l '­
lent. On pre jere les utiliser d des 
entreprises hercuMennes au lieu de 

~~s~~:;;/~e:od:t~~e f::~i::e :: 
d'impianter ici des activiles non 
pulluunteset tout ilfaU ,.~nlab/es. 

... Les espaces exiSI~n t : les 
36 hectares de I'Arsenal. mais 
aussi les anciens entrepOlS de sel 
de 10 Sa/ute, les moulins nio­
gOlhiques de 10 Giudecca. 10 pri-

ces projets etaient torpilles. La 

~;,~~i~rl'E!;: /OO/ta ~fe~~il'lae:~ 
dra remetlre d dix ans IOuS ces 
projel s qui prennent corps, 
ind ique-t-i1. puisque toules les 
~nergies SerOnllOUrneeS vers elle. ,. 

MM. Ettore Belgrano et Antonio 
Scarpa animent une petite associa­
tion de go ndolie rs - il s sont 
aujourd'hui moins de quatre cents. 
A naviguer au raz de I'eau. toute la 
Journee. liS ont une conscience 
aigue des multiples problemes qui 
assaillent Venise et que tout Ie 
monde veut ignorer : vagues prov~ 
quees par les embarcations rapides 
et qui sapent les fondations des 

Les ecuries d'Augias 
VENISE 

de notre envoye special 

I' infarctus. Ma is les gens 
continuent d'arriver A pied. 

Un demi-siec1e de desastres retenue par Ie BIE. 
M . Cesare De Micheus part d'un 

constat : Venise se vide. Au debut 
des annees 50, sa population s'ele­
vait A 170000 habitants; eUe vient 
de passer sous la barre des 80 000. 
Sa seule activite, c'est Ie tourisme. 
Mais un tourisme archal'que, .. un 

Le probleme Ie plus criant, 
exorcise a coup de puces infor­
matiques par les tenants du 
«tout Expo », est ce lui de 
I'aftlux touristique dans une 
ville Qui s ' y prete mal. Le 
departement des seiences eco­
nomiQues de I'universite de 
Ca' Foscari vient de publier 
une etude significative. La ville 
accueille aujourd' hui 25 000 
visiteurs par jour avec des 
po intes de 100 000 lors 
d'evenemen ts exceptionnels 
comme le·Carnava!. La ville est 
alors ferm ee, au bord de 

LorsQue, Ie 15 juillet 1989, 
Ie groupe Pink Floyd donna un 
concert de rock place Saint­
Marc , 200 000 personnes 
envahirent la Cite des doges. II 
fallut I'intervention de I'armee 
pour neltoyer ces nouvelles 
scuries d' Augias. Une Exposi­
tion universelle drainerait un 
minimum de 80 000 visiteurs 
par jour, de mars a juin, esti­
ment les chercheurs de I' uni­
versite, avec des pointes de 
120 000 a 200 000 per­
sonnes, Se lon ces memes 
chercheurs, ces estimations 
excessivement prudentes 
seront sans doute depassees. VENISE 

de notre envoye special 

Des la fin des anm~es vingt, 
pour t irer Venise de son 8SSOU­
pissement et la doter d' une 
act ivite qui ne souillerait pas 
son centre historiQue et multi­
plierait sur place les emplois, 
deux industriels, Volpi et Cini. 
d6ciderent de la doter, sur la 
terre ferme, a Marghera , d' un 
puissant conglomerat chimique. 

Le pont du chemin de fer , 
construit par les Autrichiens au 
milieu du XIX· siecle, fut alors 
double par un pont rout ier. 
Apres la guerre, la zone indus­
triel le s'etend : une enorme raf­
finerie et un port associe sont 
ouverts. Sans se preoccuper de 
la pollution. Les petroliers se 
mettent a croiser devant Saint­
Marc. Au cri de « Venise va bru­
ler », on creuse un cana l qui 
aiguille Ie trafic vers la troisieme 
booche du Udo mais dont I' exis­
tence aura des eftets parvers 
sur Ie fragile 8cosysteme de la 
lagune. 

On debat encore de son 
influence sur les hautes eaux, 
dont la ville va souftrir de plus 
en plus. Celie de 1966 est par­
t iculierement dramatiQue. Elle 
provoquera une ca mpagne 
internationale - «Venise 58 
noie » - orchestrae par 
I' UNESCO, Qui pubHe a cette 

occasion un volumineux rap­
port. En 1970 un pret interna­
tional de 300 milliards de lires 
est consent; pour «sa uver 
Venise ». II servira essantielle­
ment, dit-on, a soutenir la lire. 

Le senateur Bruno Visentini 
demanda en vain la creation 
d'une autorite pour «coiffer» 
les administrations qui gerent 
I'imbroglio venitien. En 1973, 
une loi est votee : « La r~publi­
que italienne preserve Ie patri­
moine de Veniss st sa lagune II, 
indique son preambule. GrAce a 
elle I'extension de la zone 
industrieUe de la terre ferme ast 
d6finitive m e n t bloqu ee 
(d'aut8nt plus faeilement que la 
crise est bientot la); Ie chauf­
fage au fioul, cause de pollution 
importante, est interdit dans la 
vi lle. 

« Tu as comme elHlemis 
les fleurs, I. iDer, 

lesbommes . 

«Ve ni se s ' enfonce II , 

decouvre-t-on alors. L'arret du 
pompage des puits artesiens 
regie un phenomene Que beau­
coup nient aujourd' hui. Puis on 
s· attaQue au probl e me des 
hautes eaux. Apres un projat 
d' ecluse aux debouches de la 
lagune , un triple barrage flot­
tant est mis a I'etude. Un proto­
type fonctionne aujourd ·hui . 
Mals la pollution - d'ortgine 

indust ri e lie, urbaine et agri­
cole - gagne. 

Le Parlement ita li en, e n 
1984, vote une stkie de cre­
dits : 9 000 milliards de lires 
pourront etre debloques sur plu­
sieu rs annees . Ces credits 
seront faiblement utilises et les 
retombeas de Is manne sur 
Venisa seront modestes. Seulle 
consortium «Vene~ia Nuova », 
alimente par ces fonds publics, 
pousse ses gros travaux Qui doi­
vent « sauver Venise •. 

C'est ce noble but qui ame­
nera M. Gianni De Michelis a 
proleter pour Venise une exposi­
tion internationale. Le &enateur 
Visent in i ac rivait dans « la 
Repubblica II du 13 septembre 
1989 : « Ne nous etonnons pas 
que 1'0norevoie De Michelis de 
retour de I'Exposition univer­
selle de Tokyo ait affirme que Ie 
sauvetage de Venise pouvait se 
resoudre par une Exposition uni­
versel/e. Qui sait ce qu'aurait pu 
imaginer l'O norevo le De 
Michelis de retour d 'une grande 
chasse ou d 'une ascension sur 
I'Hyma/a ya I II 

Christoforo Sabbadino, un 
hydraulic'ien vanitien notait deja 
au XVI- siecle : « Tu as comme 
ennemi les fleuves, la mer et les 
hommes. Dompte les fleuves, 
retiens la mer et freine les 
envies dtimesurees des 
hommes. II C' est peut-etre la 
partie du programme la plus dif­
ficile A resoudra. 

E. DE R. 

~~diSz:,~ d:o~;:;;e leui~:tf;Z~~~ 
avides de s'enrichir rapidement et 
qui n'investissent pas dans 10 
cite ... . 

Tertiaire 
mllgique 

vi d!. ~e~~;~ial~o~~/~'c1~ J:sg~~}t 
~~~~u:ji~S::' i~~u:n ~:si:j/pa1:~ 
nite morbide. Pour passer d 'une 
economie de rapine et de charite Ii 
une economie d'investissement, iI 
faul des moyens el un coup d 'ec/al. 
L 'Expo 2000 est celie occasion. .. 
Elle permettra. explique-t-i l, de 
reorganiser les acces de la ville , 
d'imagi ner de nouveaux moyens de 
tra nsports, d'uti liser les espaces 
vacants, de restructurer dt;s quar­
tiers, de creer un parc naturel au 
nord de la lagunc et de controler Ie 
nux touristique grace a I'informati­
que ... Qui, c'esl une exposition d 
risques, conciut-il. Mais iI faut 
;:~~~ e;~7::e .. des risques pour 

Cest ce programme maximaliste 
du tout ou rien qui heurte quantite 
de Venitiens, et pas seulement une 
poi~nee d 'es thetes decadents. 
" L exposition n'est pas une pana­
Cel!. CeSI meme Ie contraire de ce 
qu 'i/ faut pour Venise, expJique 
M. Stefano Boato, urbaniste. uni­
versitaire et elu (ven) au conseil 
municipal. Venise est une ville fra­
gile. Pour regler ses nombreux 

son desaffectee de Santa Marta et 
trenle-quatre iles abandonnees sur 
/0 lagune . ... 

On retrouve ces themes dans la 
bouche du maire. M. Antonio 
Casellati, qui reve de revitaliser 
I'Arsenal, propriete de la marine 
itaHenne, une succession de bassins 
envases el de hangars creves clos 
d'une enceinte fissu ree ... C'est un 
espace tres important pour la ville. 
Pour son passe comme pour son 
futuro Je propose d'installer dans 
une partie des biilimenls restaures 
Ie grand musee maritime qui man­
que a nOIre ville. A cote de lui, on 
pourrail trouver les aleliers de 
construction ou de reparation 
nava/es qui sonl en train de dispa­
raitre et des uniles de pointe lour­
nees vers 10 recherche maritime 
dans tous les domajnes .• 

Mais cette association de l'etude 
et de la recherche. ce pOle tertiai re 
magiq ue qui doit redonner vie a la 
vi lle, n'est pas une utopie . Un 
groupe. Tecbnomar. qui assoc ie 
une vingta ine de laboratoires et fait 
travailler aujourd'hui deux cen ts 
personnes - de I'aquacultu re a la 
biologie marine, - est installe A la 
G iudecca, dans des locaux provi­
so ires . Un in ves ti sse ment de 
60 milliards de lires a etc consenti . 

M. Francesco Indovina, urba­
niste proche du Parti communiste, 
explique que ce centre sera renta­
ble dans cinq ou six ans et qu'il 
pourrait se fixe r definitivement a 
I' Arsenal. .. II y a deux ans. IOUS 

E. de R. 

constructions, canaux jamais cures, 
de plus en plus pollues, collecte des 
ordures insuffisante. etc. .. Mais 
les organisateurs de I'Expo 2000 
semblent dire,' puisque nous avons 
des problemes. multiplions-Ies par 
dix eltdchans de les resoudre. ,. 

M. Angelo Marzollo. professeur 
de mathematiques, to ujours en 
ebullition. est plus radical : .. /I 
faul lirer les consequences de la 
situation de Venise. C'est une ville 
maritime. Celte vocation doit etre 
revilalisee. Une ville etudiante. 
L'universite doit etre maintenue. 

~~7re:;~e d~~~::~qrU;iio~I!s~.t t~! 
ville historique. Elle doit eIre pro­
tegee . .. 

Mais que peut cette poussiere 
d'associ ations (quatre-vi ngt-neuf 
au total) et d'i ndividualites pleines 
de bonnes volontes contre Ie puis­
sant front industriel et poli tique 
mis en place? La mairie elle-meme 
est fragile. M. Antonio Casell ati, 
membre du petit Parti republicain, 
est a. la tete d'une fragile coalition, 
(PCI. Verts el PSI) qui risque fort 
de ne pas et re reconduite apres les 
elections ad ministratives du prin­
temps prochain. .. /I faut que la 
commUnaUle internationale, qui 
est etrangere au pelil jeu politico-

:~~?:;.'i~~e ~u~~7.y:~~~ ~e~tfff~:; 
M. Casellati. EJle seuJe eSI assez 
puissanle pour sauver Venise du 
desastre qui la guette. ,. Puisse+il 
etre entendu. 

EMMANUEL DE ROUX 

-
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Sauver Venise 
La cite des Doges pourrai( accueillir 
la prochaine exposition Ilnirerselle 

en l'an 1000. Ce n 'est pas, loin de la, 
la seule menace qai pese sur la lagune. 

Les grandes .civi lisations, 
les civilisations vivantes sont 
celles dont Ie present sait s 'ap­
puyer sur Ie passe et cons­
truire I'avenir ; les civilisations 
qui meurent sont celles qui ne 
voient plus que leur present, 
ses inter~ts momelJtanes et. ne 
vivent que· par lui. Autrement 
dit, ce sont les civi lisations ou 
ne valent plus que les intertll! 
immediats et leur cupidite. Se­
rait-ce I'image de notre monde 

. manent pour les structures des 
rives. Faudra-!-iI reveiller Ie 
proje! Insense d'ins!aller un 
metro a Venise 7 Comment as­
surer rhygiene publiQue? Ve­
nise II garde un souvenir aussl 
nauseabond Qu 'epouvante du I 
concert nocturne, donne, celie 
annee, par Ie groupe Pink 
Floyd Qui avait attire 
200 000 auditeurs. 

Comment asSurer Ie loge­
ment? La capacite hOteliere : 

PAR RENi HUYGHE I - - --

actuel? L'argent, Is gain · im­
portent seuls . Contre leur 
convoitise , Quelles luttes ne 
faut-il pas mener pour que sub­
sistent les valeurs spirituelles 
qui, seules, comptent dans 
I'hlstoire. Quelle derision que 
celie vogue de I'art qui pas­
sionne aujourd'hui les foules 
par les cotes qu 'alteignent les 
tableaux dans les ventes . 

Le destin de Venise esl Ie 
plus · eclatant . temoignage de 
celte derive : il a !allu une 
indigoation quasi mondiale 
pour que soil arr~tee rexten­
sion devastatrice a sa proxi­
mite des Industries de Mestre 
et de Marghera ; il a fallu que, 
so us j'egide de rUnesco, soit 
creee une commission interna­
tionale, dont j'assumai la pre­
sldence pendant plus de dlx 
ans, pour que fussent prises 
les mesures fonda mentales de 
sauvegarde, Qui entre autres, 
ont freine et presque arrete 
I'enfoneement progressif de la 
cite des Doges et la toxiclle de 
son atmosphere empuantie par 
les chaudieres modernes. En 
Europe et en Amerique ont ete 
collectes les londs qui ont per­
mis la restauration des · monu­
ments essentiels. C'est dire la 
place de Venise dans la culture 
mondiale. 

Acceptera-t-on de voir 
s'elever une nouvelle menace 
et _ ruiner tanl · d'efforts 7 Le 
danger esl imminent. L' lIalie 
I est mise sur les rangs pour, 
obtenir d'heberger la pro­
chaine Exposition universelle, 
celie de I'an 2000 ; pour ac- · 
cueillir son installation elle 
p'ropose Ie terrlloire venitien : 
c 'esl M. de Michelis, propre 
minislre des Alfaires elrange­
res, qui palronne celie oHrs. 

Enorme foule 
Que prevoitoOn ? On elpera 

20 · millioni ds visilaurl, 
230000 par jour, qui viandront 
s'ajouler au contingent IIcluel 
deja porte au pOint IImlta : 
calle annea, au carnaval, Is 
prefet a dO laire fermer I'acces 
• la ville, quand ce nombre est 
mont6 a 130000 lOr, les der­
nlars joura, on escompta un 
afflux quotid ien de 580000 per­
sonnel. Comment assurer leur 
transport? Le nom bra de ba­
leaux circulant sur Ie Grand 
Canal esl dejA, par lell remous 
qu 'li provoque, un danger per-

est deja utilisee a plein. Cons­
truire des hOle Is ? Mais OU? 
Pas de place dans Venise . Sur 
les ites de la lagune? Des · 
projel$ onl ele ~squisses : 
mais ce serail deligure,. par 
des bAtiments modernes, visi­
bles de la ville, ses abords 
immi!diats. Or il faul prevoir un 
complexe de 3000 chambres I 
Le quartier. de I'Arsenat est 
menace : oserail-on denaturer 
eel ensemble monumental quI 
equjlibre la pOinte de Venise , 
alors qu '! son autre extremile 
II laudrait ajouter d'autres ga­
rages, analogues a celui de 
Tronchello qui deshonore deji 
I'acces a Venise. 

Insense! 
Le maire de la cite et son 

conseil municipal sont epou­
vantes par ces p.erspectives at 
proteslent contre elles ; les co­
mites internalionaux , OU .. 
sonl groupes les plus grand. 
pays d'Europe et d'Amerioue 
qui ont deja tant awvre pour la 
sauvegarde de Venis. , onl 
condamne ce projet in sense, 1/ 
y a deja plus 'd'un an. La 
presse ita lie nne, La Stlimps, 
Le Corriere della Sierra onl 
eleve de vehementes protesta­
tions ; la presse elrangere s'y 
est jointe : Ie Times a consacrll 
une page entlere a ce drame .~. 

: Mais des cupidites sonl 
eveillees : les villes de la Ve­
nelie, Trev ise, Padoue, Ve­
rone, Vicence supputent les 
benefices commerciaux a al­
tendre (mais pourQuoi I'une 
d'enlre elles ne se devoue-t­
elle pas 7) , la rumeur court Que 
certains interets prives beneli­
cieront de savantes combinal­
sons et peseraienl de tout leur 
polds alin de les realiser .. . 
Va-toOn leur sacrilier Venl"e , 
cetle ville magique ou mirBcu­
leusement Ie passll reste In­
tact, de ByzBnce avec Sainl­
Marc, du gothiQue avec Ie 
Palais des Doges, aux splen­
deurs de la Renaissance at du 
baroque 7 

Qu 'on y pre nne garde : lei 
clvilisationl qui assassinanl 
leur passll luent SOuvent leur 
avenir. Et. • celie heureou 
I'Europe se conSlitue, osera-I­
on una telle Injure II sa glol" ? 
Venise I'appelle a 60n secour • . 

Ren. HUYQHE 
d~ I'A n uljmit f,o,,(·ui .. ~. 
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ART VIEW/ John Russell 

Imagine Venice 
As a Floating 
Disneyland 

W
HAT HAPPENS TO VENICE 
affects a ll of us. The great 
ci ty does nm belong only to It­
aly, or to the Italians. It is 
held in trust as part of the in­

heritance of all humankind. 
This being so, every possible public atten­

tion should be accorded to the projected Expo 
2000 - a many-centered rambling extrava­
ganza or picaresque World's Fair, impinging 
in va r ious degrees of intensity from Rovigo 
to Trieste, that will have as its indispensable 
ingredient the ci lY of Venice. 

It this venture comes to fruition, it will be 
owed primarily to Gianni De Michelis. now ' 
Foreign MiniSIE"r of Ita ly. to the Italian Gov­
e rnment and to the immense ly power-
ful consonium of commercia l and industrial 
interests that Is deter mined to push it 
through, 

As far as Italy is concerned, the auspices 
could hardly be more formidable, Though 
known in part for his recent book on the 250 
best di scos in It aly, and for his chair­
manship of the Halian national basketball as­
sociation, Mr. Dc Michelis has his cu ltu ra l in­
te rests and as a politician he is not to be 
taken' lightl y, 

The chairman of the consortium in question 
is Mr, De Michelis's brmher, The commercial 
interests conremcd include thc ClGA hotels, 
Fiat. O\i\'rll i. I. 8 , M" Coca-Cola, Philips 
and tht> puhli sher Mondadori. togethcr with 
banks. insurance companies and vcnture capi­
ta lists. All doubtless wil l benefit, directly or in­
di-reclly, from a scheme that will cove r a large 
amount of ground and, in particula r, is in­
:ended to givc rise to extensive development. 
:\bove all. on the northeastern edges of the Ve­
net ian 13goon, the sponsors of Expo 2000 see "a 
;>otential for a leisu re port and recreational 
facilities of gretH interest both in terms of town 
;:>Ianningand!.he local economy." 

In February of this year, Expo 2000 was 
looked over by the Internat iona l Exhibitions 
Bureau, which exis ts 10 monitor the validity 
Jf project s of thi s kinc1 . This very month, 
,47-nation board is to meN in Venice to say 
,I'es or no 10 Expo 2000, 

We owe it to Venice, and to ourselves, to 
:': now more about this projecl. Is Expo 2000 
he long-sought sol lllion to all Venice 's prob­
ems? Or will Lt be" catastrophe for 
\'hlch pos teri ty WIll lay a curse. nOI only upon 
he It allanl'i , but upon all those who stood 
Lside and dId no thLnG 10 prev('nt it? 

As to th31 , th(· Imel'i "I'e cJearlv divided , The 
:ityof Venice IH' \ '(> I' a sked to be-a part of 
::: xpo 2000, Thf' \1 ~yor ('I f Venic(' delests Ihe 

If it isn't stopped, 
Expo 2000 would 
bring artificial 
islands, a Sport City 
and light shows on 
the Grand Canal. 

very idea of it. So do the Venetian police, the 
Venetian museum authorities and vi rtually 
everyone, worldwide, who ranks the preser­
vation of Venice above the creation of a high­
lech freak show within a very few miles 
of it. It is common knowledge in Italy that 
while Expo 2000 may end by giving a lot of 
visitors a good time, it Is also about 
P9wer, about votes, about caree rs and about 
money. ' 

To read the glossy promotional malerial 
that has been prepared and put out by an ital­
ian public relations firm, one might think 
that Venice itself is to lead a charmed and 
protected life throughout the six-months' run 
of the Expo, But when popular opposition was 
man ife sted in Venice earlier th is year, a 
"spokesman for Mr , De Michelis" was 
quoted in The Times of London as saying 
simply that "as for the effect on Ven­
ice,lhal's a risk we have to take," It would be 
interesting 10 know if that spokesman is still 
in Mr. De Michelis's employ. 

• 
The promoters of Expo 2000 are of course 

well aware (hat their plans will meet with op­
position. The name of Venice plays no pa rt in 
the title of Expo 2000. The words "eco­
logical" and "ecosystem" form the leitmotif 
of many of their presentations. As they see it, 
not only the lagoon but also the canals of Ven­
ice itse lf are to be the belter for the com-
ing of Expo 2000, 

In the promotional brochures we read of 
the regeneration of the lagoon with the help 
of artificial floating islands, and of its trans­
formation after the end of Ihe Expo inlo . 
a Na tu ra l Lagoon Park, We read of a "Sport 
Cily" to be built on an arti ficial peninsula not 
far from the airpor'(. We read of hydrofoil and 
motor boat routes to Ve nice itself. 

There is talk of fish farms, of the transfor­
mation of the animal and vegetable biomass, 

ConllOucd oll Page 47 
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Canaletro's "(amp-) S. Polo," top, reminding one that in terms o f scalc, Venic~ ,\~'as as humane a li"in~ space as ha!. f'\-'er been d!'­
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It is in trouble with its steady s~bsi­
dence, inch by dreaded lOch., It IS 10 

trouble with the recently bUilt deep­
water cana l that a llows tankers to go 
straight to the mainland mdustnal 
complex. , . 

It is in trouble with the factones 10 

Marghera that produce poisonous 
waste of such a kind, and in such a 
quan tity , that no was te dump will 
accept it. It is in trouble with the 
brill iant green algae - likewise in­
dust ria l in its origin - that fouls the 
air, compels gondolie rs to wear 
masks and has side effects tha t on 
one recent occasion made it rieces­
sa ry to close the Venice a irport. 

" , Newest and not least, it is in trouble 
with the deposits of natural gas tha t 
have been detected only six miles 
away. Given the gigantic income that 
is expected from them, it is too much 
to hope tha t these deposits will not be 
exploited. But they represent yet an­
other moles tation of the great city. 

Venice has also a population prob­
lem. In the last genera tion, roughly 
ha lf its population has dese rted it. To 
put it simply, too few people can find 
work in Venice. Even fewer can af­
ford a decent place to live in. (When 
even gondoliers have to commute 

from the mainland, something has to 
be wrong,) Venice in its more seduc­
tive aspects has become a city for the 
very rich, and most of the very rich 
come for a t most a few weeks in the 
year, 

Without affordable housing, and 
wi thout the possibility of something 
other than seasonable low-level em­
ployment, Venice will become in part 
a visi tors' city and in part a ghost 
town, the F atehpur Sikri of the West­
ern world. 

• 
Anyone who goes to the Canaletto 

exhibition that can be seen at the 
Metropolitan Museum through Jan. 
21 wi ll see immediately that in happi­
er times Venice was a working city. 
Everywhere you looked, someone 
was doing something constructive. It 
was a city of narrow streets narrow 
bridges and narrow canals b~t' it also 
had its grand, open, 'hospitable 
spaces. 

Looking at Canaletto's " Campo S. 
Polo," we recognize the magical 
asymmet ry of Venetian open spaces, 
and the gait of men and women who 

• have time to stop and talk , and (just 

Trees would , 
move along the 
water like 
Birnham Wood in 
a water-rounded 
Dunsinane. 

to turn to specifics) we also see the 
Gothic palace in which the 21-year­
old Casanova once played in the or­
chestra at a ball. 

In terms of scale, Venice was as 
humane a living space as has ever 
been devised. It had an inborn equilib­
r ium. Never empty, it was never too 
full, even on the festive: occasio!ls of 
which Canaletto gave so vivid an ac­
count. Above all, it was a city for 
Venetians. Foreigners were welcome, 
and some of them were royally 
fleeced, but fundam entally Venice 
was there to be lived in, year round, 
and preferably by people who had 
been born there. 

It is not by scenes of this sort that 
our generation will be remembered, 
but by disasters such as the a ll-night 
concert that was given in July of this 
year by Pink Floyd. Equipped for the 
occasion with a huge tempora ry wa­
terborne shell that faced the Piaz­
zetta, just off the Piazza S. Marco, the 
rock group attracted a crowd esti­
mated at 200,000. 

• 
The point ,about Venice is that its 

few large open spaces are often 

reached by way of narrow alleys that 
in many cases are mere slits in the 
wa'lL Venice was built for people who 
wanted to stroll around: but who also 
had somewhere to go to and liked to 
take the shortest way home. 

Where 200,000 people are crowded 
into small spaces for long periods of 
time and most of them have nowhere 
to go to, problems of personal hy'giene 
are bound to assert themselves. That 
is why, on the morning after the Pink 
Floyd concert, the center of Venice 
was fouled in de.pth - and in ways 
that no reader would wish to have 
detailed at the breakfast table. To 
clean it up, the Italian Army had to be 
called in. 

This is not, therefore, the best, mo­
ment at which to put forward a 
scheme by which Venice may be 
asked to receive crowds every day of 
the week for month after month that 
will be as large as those that turned 
up for the Pink Floyd concert. 

Venice is, and will · always be, a 
very fragile city. Already it cannot 
deal with the crowds that want to go 
there. On the last night of this year's 
carnival, the city was overcrowded'to 
such an extent that the causeway , 

from the mainland had to be closed. 
For the three,week World Cup soc­

cer matches to be' held in Verona in 
June-July 1990, more than 300,000 ex­
cursion tickets have already been 
sold by the Ita lian railways to people 
who plan to' come into Venice (in 
most cases for the day) . The current 
figure of 25,000 visitors a day in the' 
high season is already the very most 
that the city can accept. If it is asked 
to receive a further 100,000 or 150,000 
a day dur.ing Expo 2000, 'the damage 
will be beyond calculation. 

• 
If it were known for certa in that a 

la rge proportion of the profits of 
Expo 2000 would be invested for the 
long-term needs of Venice itself, 
there might conceivably be some 
ground for negotiation as to whether 
there might be redeeming aspects. 
But as nothing has ever been put on 
paper in that regard, we have to 
foresee what Sydney Freedberg has 
called " the inevitability anq finality 
of the destructive effect." 

Here, if ever, is a project which 
world opinion should stop while there 
is still time. 0 
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Eagerly the Promoters of Expo 2000 Make Plans for Veni'ce 
Conlinued From Page 41 

and oC the re-creation of freshwater 
flood lands that ..... ill "encourage the 
repopulation of the area by a range of 
biotypes:: 

We read of an a rt ificial grass-cov­
ered hill, called the " Magne t," that 
.... 'ill stand in the middle of an artifi­
cia l lagoon and serve as the nerve 
center of the Expo. Capable of han­
dling 150,000 visitors a day, it will 
brief them as 10 all that is going on. 

BUl in the presentation made in 
February to the International Exhibi­
tions Bureau, the re was also ta lk of a 
possible underv.'ater subway. of a 
"Floating Bar 'Florian' in the basin 

'of St. Mark's," of unde rwa te r light 
shows along the Grand Canal, of 
"multimodal aquatic vehicles" 
cha rging through Venice's canals and 
of trees moving along the water like 
Birnam Wood come to a wate r­
rounded Dunsinane. 

At the · entrance to Venice, there 
were to be "clouds of cold-water va­
por with color images projected by 
laser beams that constitute the cere­
monial enlrarlces that in a crescendo 
unile the Veneto, the Lagoon and Ven­
ice." We also read of the estimated 
annual return of 7.6 percent that in­
\"esto~s could hope to receive. 

• 

Connoisseurs of p.r. pap will know ' 
perfectly well that without the poten· 
tia l of Venice as an attraction Expo 
2000 . ..... ould never have got even as far 
as it has. In E xpo 2000, Venice is the 
ind ispensable ingredicnL The truc 
" Magnet" is not a humpbacked artifi­
cia l hill overloaded with gadgetry. It 
is the incomparable city itself. Given 
the closeness of the "Magnet" 10 Ven­
ice Itself, it is inconceivable that most 
of tfle 150,000 visitors a day \\'iII not 
opt to go and see it. 

Informed opinion in this country is 
nothing if not succinct. "It will be the 
end of Venice," sa id Everett Fahy, 
chairman of the department of Euro­
pean painting at the Metropolitan 
Mu(eum. " It 's absolutely appa lling," 
said. Sydney Freedberg, till lately 
chief curator at the National GaBery 
of Art in Washington. The presenta­
tion; in his view, was "infl ated non­
sen~, ..... ith a great potential for dan­
ger .and no substantive evidence of 
a nything that would be to the good of 
Venice." 

Among the many disinterested pri­
va tE; bodies tha l since 1966 have been 
paYing for the restoration of individ­
ual buildings a ll over Venice, not one 
rega'rds the project with anything but 
outrage and loathing. 

• 

11:'ose bodies do nOl, of course, h:we 
unlimited millions '~hind tthcm. 3S 

does, Expo 2000. They function thanks 
to p~lvate donations from people who 
10ve;Venice and are working to pre­
sen:e it, day by day and inch bv 
inco.mparable inch. A sample of thci·r 
acti~ities wi11 make tha t point. Since 
lhe .calamitous high tide of 1966 PUI 
much of Venice under water finan­
ctal: support has been fOr\h~oming 
from the United States for the Church 
of the Gesuiti , the Church of Sa n 
Fra~cesco de lla Vigna, the Chiesa 
della PieLii.. the Chiesa di San Panta­
lon, the Chiesa di San Moise, the Ca ' 
Rez.wnico, the Church of San Pietro 
Ma'rtine in Murano, and that most 
spectacula r of outdoor winding stai r­
cases, the Scala Contarini del Bovol0. 
_ Financial backing came from 
France (the Ca' D'Oro, the Casino 
Venier), (rom West Germany (the 
Church of Santa Maria dei Miracoli 
'and the Scuola Grande di San Ma rco), 
from Britain (the Querini-Stampa1ia 
Gallery and the Chiesa di San Giorgio 
Maggiore), from Switzerland (lhe 
great Church of the Frari) , from Aus­

. tr,a~la . (the Chiesa di San Marlino) 
and from Canada and the Nether­
lands. These results were achieved by 
thousands of private citizens who 
could not bear to stand by a nd see 
Venice in decay. Their voic.es should 
be heard. 

r rtf., 

It is not, of course, in dispute that 
Venice can do with some salvation, 
whether by gradual perseverance or 
by a single gre3t stroke of the imagi­
nation. For Venice is in deep trouble. 
It is only just coming to terms with 
the dreaded phenomenon of the " high 
wa ter" that from lime to time sweeps 
into the city. 
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Venice into Disneyland-an-Sea' 
ITALY'S colourful and cont ro ­
ve r sial Foreign M inis ter 
Gi anni De Michelis is at the 
ce nt re of an uproar over plans 
for a World's Fair in his na tive 
cit y of Venice in the year 2000 . 

In between deali ng wit h the 
wei g~ ty affairs of stat e and 
writing learned art icles about 
It aly's discotheque s, the long­
ha ired Signor De Michel is is 
on e of the leaders of a powe rful 
pressure group ca mpaig ning 
for the exposition wh ich oppo ­
nen ts say would turn the 
la goon city into a Disney land­
on-Sea. 

De Michelis decl ares his sole 
in terest is in sav ing Ve nice 
fro m further decay. But con­
se rvationists and e nvi ro nmen­
tal ists see the plans as little 
short of madness . 

Venetians, sti ll sm arting 
fr om the chaos left be hind 
aft er the Pink Floy d rock con­
cert in July, are now contem­
pl ating the dauntin g Expo 2000 
pl ans. 

T hese include a fu turistic 
underground railway system, a 
fake lagoon in the una ttractive 
a rea near the a irpor t where 
70.000 visitors co uld be accom­
modated, resta urants on ftoat­
ing p.latforms, "mu ltimodal 
a q u~tlC vehicles" plyi ng the 
Clty s canals, a co ngres s hall to 
accommodate tho usa nd s an 
ultra -modern ex hi bi t ion ~om­
plex near the ancie nt a rsenal 
whIch has lain abandoned for 

by Leslie Childe 

ROME 

years, theatres and cinemas 
everywhere, fake clouds used 
as the screens for laser light 
shows. trees borne along on 
the water. and ornate foun­
tains splashing in the city's 
famous lagoon . 

Despite drawing millions of 
tourists annually from all over 
the world. the sinking city still 
cannot raise enough cash to 
protect it from continu;:1g eco ­
logical. social. economic and 
environmental decline . 

And that. insists the 48-year­
old De Michelis- an MP since 
1976 - is where the Expo 2000 
idea can bail the city out "and 
guarantee it a dignified 
future" ., 

The politician, who has 
headed the state participation 
and labour ministries as well 
as serving as deputy premier 
before being promoted to his 
present post , told me: "It 
won ' t be a vulgar Disneyland. 

"The Expo 2000 will safe­
guard the city's future and 
make up for all the lack of 
enterprise during the past 40 
years . 

" It will be a great occasion . 
I 'v.e been backing it all the 
way." 

He is undismayed and unre-

pentant about mounting 
attacks from the conservation­
ists. "If the plan is approved 
we will be able to consign my 
beloved Venice to the 'ne xt 
millenium!" 

The sports-loving statesman 
- he is also head of Italy's 
Basketball Federation - la st 

De Michelis: wrote 
book on discos 

year wrote a highly-successful 
guide book to Italy's top 250 
discotheques, titled Where 
Shall We Go to Dance Tonight? 

The Venice regional govern­
ment has already spent more 
than £500,000 on a feasibility 
study for the exposition. -

Forty private and publicly­
owned companies have formed 
a consortium to ensure that La 
Serenissima - The Most 
Serene One, as the city is 
called - will lead the world 
into the 21st century with J 

laser-lit bang. 
The conservationists counter 

the Expo 2000 supporters bv 
insisting that the answer to 
Ve nice's problems lie~ ill 
fewer. not more. tourists . 

They suggest a daily ceiling 
of 22.000 , compared with 
180.000 who often crowd the 
narrow alleys and canals dur ­
ing the summer months . 

Th ey say that Expo 2001) 
could bring an a verage) of 
231.000 tourists flooding in 
everv day - or even as man\' 
as 6-00.000 daily during the 
peak period's . Venice. they 
sav. would be suffocated bv 
.. this horror show" . . 

And the ~ former Treasur\, 
Minister, Signor Bruno Visen­
tini. a respected economist . 
has compared the De i\lichelis 
plans to the grandiose projects 
of the disgraced Central Africa 
Emperor. Jean-Bidel Bokassa . 
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NIGHTMARE IN VENICE 

il 518nd as an an:l1aic: impediment 
loapotcntiallytl1ritlinacllploTl_ 
tion (or nalural gn? If 50, then 
perhaps II final solution, which 
Elipo 2000 would launch, il a 
future as I IOn IIfUvtd-in mu­
Kum, a waterland theme park 
which shull ilS pies behind the 
IIslvisitor\odepaneachnipt. 

Panmoia,ofeourse. Yetcvenll 
encouf1lBe the darkest drum •. 
Tbe City orVenice nevcraskcd to 
beconsidertd an EApoliteand ill 
council rcfuSCI IO thilday la 
acccptitlicandidature. 

O 
nlylftu local ptoll.'St. 
andback..doordiplo­
macy by Ihe inler­
national community in 
Venice, )ll'a5i1sm'yor 

slotted in and given 20minulCi 10 
voice the opposition when the 
in.pectin, team from the Paris­
baRd organization Bureau Inter­
nalional des Expositions flew 10 
Venice lUI month \0 inspect 
polcntialPilvilionsiles. 

would brina E~po ("The risk 10 
Venice1 Wejust have 10 acapt it." 
51id IspokcsmBn for De Michelis 
the mominllficrlhe demonstra­
tion) and becluse there can be no 
compromise: the lulf "'" ....... n 
what E.lpo would mean and what 
Venice can accommodate seems 
unbridleable. Two events earlier 
Ihil year made thb clear. 

At the annual carnival in Feb­
ruarythediltrictPrefCCldecided 
"forthesakeofpublicorder"to 
elose the dty. Barriers pt.ced 
acrol5the cau5Cway l.inti.ng Vcn­
ice with the mainland prevented 
more visitorsaddinllothechaos 
I t the narrower brid&es and 
loQuare •. Police had ellimated 
Venice WlS swollen by 130.000 
visitors that dly. 

Then. 00 luly I ~. thepoplfOup 
Pink Aoyd Ittracted 200.000 into 
Venice for an aU-nianl concert. 
Venice il almost totally without 
public toilet!, so in addition tOI 

tide of discarded son-driok canl 
and food wnlppiog. Venetian. 
awoke nellt dly to find many of 
theircanai5andlJleysaWishwith 
urineandeltcrcta:clearingup~IU 
.on be~onct the ncUlurtcs oflhe clly 
that theanny was dranedin. 

Yet, based on thc proposals of 
the E.lpo consortium and on 
evidence from pjlSI ellpolitions 
where attendances have fre­
quently surpassed 60 miUion, an 
unchaJlen&ed IItudy b~ Venice 
University's economics depjlrt­
mentmakes this forecast: 

d~r:;:':fs~for~t:~r!:;;: ,S" 
~ Qrou"d 2]0.000 pt'r day (rom­
/XIred wllh }S.OOO 0" a typical 
hfgh·leason day QI pusenl). And 
on spl!CialoccasiOru. say at the 
w~nds of opening or closl"g 
ceremonieJ.thalalll'ndancecould 
rise/0 4QO.OOO oreven 600.000. 

The E.lpo con'-Ortium has al­
ready much-modified its piIOI. 

No longer it is proposinllto re· 
build the famous Arsenalc area 
where MaKO Polo's 1I!leys once 
SWlyed: inslead. a principal site 
will be on the mlinland beside 
Marco Polo airport. BUI faced 
with the implacable facts oflhe 
university stUdy. it has coun­
tered With an Implausible ~Iu­
tion. 

Althouan. il insists. this will 
indeed be labelled the "Vcnice 
E.lpo" many attractions will be 
spread lbout the enlire VenelO 
region. wilh events stalled in 
Padua or Verona, and visitors 
billeted II fBrlwlyuVicenza or 
Mantova. This is II audacioul a5 
proposins 10 invile the world loa 
Shakespeare FenivalII Slralford. 
then Puttinlpeople up in Milton 
Keynes and expecdnl them 10 
spend Iheir days in CJe-ethorpes. 

"Will there be I single visilor 
attendinl the Venice Elipo who 

Continued o~erlea r 

Like mOlllhinp in laly the 
furore is aboul money. Like all 
Ihinpinltalyitilalsoabout 
politics. Thewords"Lct ltalyholt 
E.lpo - in Venice" were fint heard 
from Gianni De Michelb, now 
Minilterfor Foreign Affain, four 
yean ago. The proposition WlS nOI 
taken 100 seriously. for De 
Michelis Wa5 from the area of 
Venice, and mUll Iherefore know 
the bium imprKticabi lity of 
litinlan Ellpoamid the complex 
of canal I where no lIquare yard of 
unused land exisls. But thaI WIIS 
seriously 10 misread thc valuclo 
his political future ofbrinainl I 
fortune in road and nlil dev­
elopment. in lourilm and tnldc to 
~~cte~on whcre he pthers hi, 

NIGHTMARE IN VENICE 
T1rO races of Venice; romantic (top, by Robert Pritchett, 1818-1907) .. IUId rubbl.hy . fter . pop concert 

Next month a 47-nation congress will decide whether to elect 
Venice as host to Expo 2000. But Brian James discovers 

that the people of Venice do not want the honour, fearing 
it may bring about the destruction of their magical city 

V
enice, born uniquely 
wilh its fect in water 
and todlyoften Jivinl 
up to ils waist in filth. 
is assailed by every 

acciden13leonsequenceofacen­
IUry orman's careless abuse of 
nature. Now il faces I dl'fiberall' 
problem whiCh could innict ir­
repanlble harm on its most sen­
silivcarchitceturaltrcasuresand 
des lroyilseharaclerfon:ver. 

Neu month it will be decided 
whelher Venice should become 
hosl to Expo 2000. an "honour" 
which. if graoted. will condemn 
the already choked city 10 20 
million nlnl visitors and could 
ensure that Ihe chaos of one 
nightmarish eveninlendured this 
summcr will be repeated apin 
, ~---. -

every dly for s i~ mODlhs. The 
prospect enralcs thOK who live 
Ihere. appals Ihose who have 
foua,hl for 2' years 10 preserve the 
heritage ofveoice. and Iherefore 
surely would never be tolerated by 
anyn:lponlibleauthority. 

Surely'! In fact. it il the l13lian 
lovernmcnt which promotes Ihe 
drive to JCCure E.lpo 2000 for 
Venice. So does the regional 
IOvernmenl. So does Ihe provin­
cialadminislration. And so do 35 
of Italy'S larsest corporalions 
which havefonned thepromotinl 
eonsor1ium. 

Those who sland against this 
power are Ihe peopleoflhe cily. 
led by their mayor: the city police 
andthecitystudents.lhecity·s 
scholars and museum superio-

tendlnll. With them are a hO!lof 
intemllional orpnizations that 
begged worldwide for money to 
preserve Venetian treasures. and 
now wonder whether theirenern 
waswasled. 

Thcyan: uniled in opposition. 
and nOli few share the viewlhal 
whal is afool here is IoOmethinl 
more sinister than mere enln:· 
preneurill opportunism gone 
_mok: oot quile conspiracy. but 
rather a collec:tiveofficial Italian 
wearineu with Venice and all itl 
problems. 

Has Vcnicc simply become 100 
expensive and 100 Iroublcsome to 
preserve in ils Incient form u a 
livinllcily'! Do its needs hold up 
development of the industria! 
rcgioninillhinlerlud.anddoes 

YE.N / C'B 

Thlt is why a l ludenl wearinl a 
De Michelil lookalike mask Wli 
ceremonioullypresenledwilhlhe 
"AliIlaAward for Barbarianism" 
durinl a demOnSlnllion thaI 
II'ccted Ihe arrival in venice of the 
BIE delcption. There Wa5 a 
Fellini-esque atmosphere about 
the notillaofprOlelten' boalSon 
the milly Canal Grande. the 
chanling. candlelit procession 10 
PontediRialto: yet the manifest­
io" j seemed oddly lifeless and 
unbelievin .. 

A senle ofhe!plessness mi&ht 
well Brise. bccaulC of the unwaver­
inl delenninalion of those who 

Pbn fur diSlls t ~r? \'~oic~ i s ~Ir~"d)' I hr~atl'ned by noodinll_nd pollutiun; ~:o;perts r~ll/' Ihllt mi llions mon' Expo 2000 ~isitors ",'ould inereast' Ihl' risks 

Contlnued: rromplieJI 

wilibecontenlllOltovilitVenicc? 
Will they be forbidden entry? 
What is suggested is fraudu lent: 
Venice will not lcnd its nametoa 
forgery,"dec:lares iu mayor, Anto­
nio Casellati. a lawyer. 

Uke most Venetians, hc was 
unawareorlhe power of the Ihrusl 
10securt:E~poun lilhiselectionin 
Dea:mber 1987. He foond on his 
desk a document from the BIE 
implying a fail aaompfi. "But 
thcrtcouldbenoquestioo:Venice 
was not, and could never be a 
candidateciIY." 

Casellati says he was. finally, 
well n:a:ived by the BIE delega­
tion. "We spoke for 20 minutes. 
10 minules of which aboul Ihe 
weather. I managed 10 leillhem of 
our very great furs. thaI while 
E.lpowill helood for thc economy 
orthe region. Iheduth of Venice 
is 100 bila price. BOI l am sti ll 
frightened. For I have no idea 
what they will decide." 

(Even after Speakinl to Ted 
AJlan. the British head of the HIE 
delegalion, 1 eould offer no re· 
assurance. Civilly. Allan pointed 
oul "the mallerwassubjudiu". 
and while the "prolec:tion of a 
malical city" was vilally im­
portanl.the lechnicalfcasibi lityof 
a multi-centred EJpo and the 
deplh orsuppor1 from national 
10vernmenlwerethccentl'31quCl­
tioos for hi s leam.) 

The mayor conlinues: "To de­
fend Venice. 10 pn:venl Ihal il 
becomes no moTC a cily of unique 
beautybut3nemptymUJro ... or. 
yes. like Disneyland ... once 
more Ilhink the world musl come 
to help. Very quickly:' 

Very quickly ondeed. for aller 
Ihei r !Ctinl and tour o f Veneto 
sites the DIE delegation wa$ 
whisked 10 Rome 10 Ihe persua­
lion of Dc Mlchelisandhisallies. 
Atth(' De'Ccmber meetlngoflhe 
47·n3110n BI EconllTCSS thechoice 
bct""cen the claims of V"nK'C. 
Hanover and Toronto Will be 
made: if lhc Vcncllln protest were 
lobedlscountcd. th" n Ita ly would 
ha~ethestronges lclil i m. 

Could Ihe Italian authorities 
rcaJly be socrau? Enrico Chian. 
weaJthyinduslrialist. prcsidentof 
the powerful Friends of Muscums 
in Venice and a board member of 
l taly's national lruSt, has no 
doubt. But then, he used 10 
cmploy the man who is now 
chainnan of the E.lpoconsortium: 
"These men will not tum aside 
because of what 5tudenu cry or 
what art-lovers say. Too much is 
at stake. They do thil for power. 
For careers. For money. People 
will launch themselves on Ihe 
death ofan incomparable city. 

"Noa1tention. thcrefore. will be 
paid to the spe<:ial problems of 
Ihis. a city without roads. Every 
apple that isealen in Venice must 
becamedinbyboatandthenon 
by hand. And Ihen itscoremusl he 
carriedoul. 

"I have len my house and stood 
mOlionlcss. unable to movea pace 
for one hour at the height of 
camival. These men want to bring 
twiceasmanypeoplceachday .. _ 
20 million more people in San 
Marco ... 40 million more feCI 
crowding inlO tiny chapels every 
time it nlins. It is absurd. It is 
unbelievable. But it is notimpos­
sible,forbchindE.lpoisavery 
grcaland powerful polilical push. 

T hc COSl to Venice will be 
it, deslruction . .. ilwill 
be cancelled from the 
map. If Ihis proc:ccds I 

will cease 10 ask for funds for 
furthern:st orat ionforbuildings. 
painlings. statues. windows, fres­
cos. We face damage to fabric and 
characterthatCCnlurieswillnol 
repair: 

A quieler bUI no less pessimislic 
lone is taken by Sir Ashley Oarke. 
a former ambassador 10 Rome 
whose work in foundinll Ihe 
Venice in Peril Fund in 1966 
earned him Ihe deepgralitudc and 
theroremosthonoursofltal~." "De 
Michdis seems unmoved by the 
hosli lily. and his people simpl~ 
propose solutIons to theccrtlun 
chaos in thc StrCCIS Ihat will make 
Ihings worse. Tra~l'I ? They say 
more boats; but mon: boat:> mean 

more wash, and Ihus more dam­
age. Theysay lhe~wi ll buildmore 
toilets: but where? There is not an 
inch of spare land, so more 
destruction. Laekofhotels. beds? 
They talk of building on ar1ificial 
islands: that means less space fOf 
the waler 10 expand. so mon: 
nooding." 

Sir Ashley speaks ora cily al­
readydyingl'romanexccssoflour­
iSlinteresl. In under 40 years half 
ils inhabitants have bccn driven 
oUI: lhepopulalion is now 79.000. 
compared wilh 170.000 in Ihc 
t9'Osjas Iheshops that once sold 
thembrcadclosedand rc-opened 
lopeddlecarn iva lmasksormodcl 
gondolas made in Tiliwan. "For2S 
yeilrs and more Venice has lived 
onlhebrink, findinsd csperate 
measuTC:s for its many problems 
. .. now Ihis." SirAshleysa~s. 

Those problems included the 
subsidenccoflheancicnl cny ata 
ratl'of ncarly five inches a year. 
highlighledhythechillingl966 
floods. This SInking was largdy 
caused hy the eK traction o r 
sublerranean water by factonc~ ~I 
the Marghera Induslrial compln 
buill onlhe lagoon-c:dge. Nowlh~1 
e~ lraCllon IS forbIdden. Vcn , c~ 
shps into the mudal "only" four· 
lillhsofan inch a year 

But if the waler Ihal sloshes 
through its canals hasbccomc no 
deeper. il is vaSlly more tox ic. 
Those faclories have produced an 
estimated 6~4.000 cubic yards of 
sludge 100 poisonous to muve. 
particularly since no wUle dump 
will accept il. Other factories and 
farms along the nvers which feed 
thc lagoon share responsibility for 
pnming the waters with the 
chemica ls and fertilizers which 
broughl Ihal other mOnStrous 
pJagueloVemce.lhealgae. 

L
aSlycar. thebrillianl­
gfCcngrow,h.wh,chdou_ 
bles ilsslzcinl ' days and 
' hen. decompoSIng. fills 

Ihe air wilh noxious gas. forced 
gondoli('TS 10 wear masks. senl 
~isllors flccinll. and even closed 
the airport when billions nf nies 
att raeled hy the algae dogged Ihe 
runway and aircrnflenginc5. unli l 
lurcdby hanks ofspcclallyc recllod 
searchlights. Only a sunless ~um­
mer prevcntcd worse srcnc~ Ihi~ 
l'"'ar Rullh~ probkm Isnald('a ll 
.... ·\lh . mcrc lydormanl 
Thl~ I ~ ba('k ~round to a talk 

,,"'IIh Riccardo Rabagloall . an rn­
~ln,"Cr and flr~51d"n l nf Ita ll il 
"JU'lr-a ((lur It:ol )l ln V~mcc Hl' 
share!. .h" gloom aboul E~po 

("They say there will be control. 
laws. There wcre laws to prevent 
Pink Aoyd. Too much money. so 
nooneobeycd")bulsa YS gJeII ler 
problcmsloom. 

Thehydro-Icologicalbitlance of 
the laloon has been destroyed. he 
argucs. by the dredling of adcep­
water canal permittinillankers 10 
reach the industrial comple •. ln 
someptaccs the 49fl channel has 
bccndccpened to n yards b)' Ihe 
consequent tide race. Now this 
vo lumeordangerouslyfaslerwa t­
er is to be held back by huge 
barTiersacrosslhe thrcelliOOn 
entrances. "They are massive. 
comple. mechanisms in 5e(:tlons 
And if, one day. even one falls. 
whatthen? Venice dics." 

The polnl when: Ihe lides once I 
met to cleanse the windins canals 
with their swirling waters has . 
shined 10 Ihe west. and today 
Veniceslllndsinincreasingly slug' 
nant water. BUI he woml'S most 
abouttherichforecas\Sfornalur.d l 
gas from licldsdiscoveredjusl Sl ~ I 
milesoul from Veniee. 

Fears Ihal gas-rxcavalion may 
cause subsidence loom Iess lhan 
Ihe apprehensionthatnolh mg ... 11I 
beli ll owed.lo ~lond in Ihe palh of 
Ih c lr e~plollallon . "I am lo!d Ihe 
prolits from Ih~s.c gaslidds may 
behugc. Enough to payoff haly's 
nllionol debt. To ach l~ ~e thai. 
nOlhingwould bc sparcd." 

fo tal sympathy for VenlC( IS 
impossiblc.lts trade rs al'('among 
the mOSI vcnal on ear1h. lheIT 
shor1-changinl more a rdlf.jon 
Ihan mere rillla l. and Visitors do 
not so much book inlO it s holel ~ as 
surrender Ihemsc1ves to aw;Ul 
ransom by Ae('<'nor Visa: tolhal 
e~ lcnl Venelians ar(' ('onlroll«l hy 
the polit icians Ih ~ y dl·M·rv('. 

Rut JlCf\'l'l>C ralc~ ha~r cho§l.! n 
tO gJv('lhrm guard,ansh,p ofonc 
of the mOSl rcmarkahle CIlICSon 
IhcplanCI: dcspllc"l f nol bc<.·auS< 
of. iIScllll.cnS. lhr world 's men of 
Influcncc should U!'(' Ihe rrw d3)'S 
Ihat arc left 10 prevcnt V,'nlcC 
bcm8Ioentcncc<.llUlhrd,·ath Q( 
tlccummgaSldcshuw . ... ·rnpll<.",1 III 
E~po 2ooo's IInloe l shroud 
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Am Abgrund 
"Expo 2000" in Venedig? 

Am IS. Dezember fallt in Rom die 
Entseheidung, ob Venedig in den nachsten 
zehn Jahren in seinen sozialen und 
bauliehen Strukturen durehgreifend veriin­
dert wird. · An diesem Tag berat das 
"Bu'reau International des Expositions", 
ob es dem Vorschlag einflu13reicher R~gie­
rungskreise, angefiihrt yom derzeitigen 
Aul3enminister Gianni De Michelis, folgen 
wird, im Jahr 2000 die lnternationale 
Weltausstellung (kurz: Expo 2000) in und 
bei Venedig abzuhalten. 

Gegen das Projekt haben sich nicht 
allein die venezianisehe Stadtverwaltung 
und die Venezianer ohne Wenn imd Aber 
ausgesprochen. "Italia Nostra", eine hoch­
verdiente und an Mitgliedern sehr reiche 
Kulturschutzorganisation, dazu die priva­
ten Hilfsorganisationen aus aller Welt 
sowie zahlreiche Personlichkeiten des kul­
turellen Lebens in Europa und Amerika 
haben in leidenschaftlichen Appellen die 
Verantwortliehe·n beschworen, den aber­
witzigen Plan fallenzulassen. 

Vorspiel: Bei der G~neralprobe zu 
diesem Jahrtausendereignis, dem beriihmt­
beriiehtigten Pink-Floyd-Konzert am 
15. Juli dieses Jahres, haben 150000 
Besueher (Venedig ziihlt derzeit etwa 
80000 Einwohner) nieht nur ein Meer von 
Unrat zuruckgelassen, sondern sind vieler­
orts in bedrohliehe Situationen geraten. 
Beim Karnerval 1989 mu13te die Briicke 
zum Festland an einem Tag polizeilich 
gesperrt werden, da das Risiko fUr Leib 
und Leben der Besucher und der Bewoh­
ner· z·u gro/3 geworden war. Die Begleitum­
stande beider Ereignisse hatten ein inter­
nation ales Echo, die Befiirworter der Expq 
2000 sahen im lebensbedrohenden Chaos 
jedoch nur eine Folge organisatorischer 
Miingel, die, un schwer zu beheben seien. 
Diese Argumentation deekt sich mit den 
besehwichtigenden Au13erungen der Ver­
anstalter der Fu/3ballweltmeisterschaft im 
niichsten Jahr, bei deren hektischer Vorbe­
rei tung mehrere Arbeiter todlich verun­
gliickten u·nd in mehreren SHidten schwere 
urbanistische Sunden begangen wurden. 

Eine griindliche, an Daten reiche Studie 
der Universitiit Venedig, die in'! Auf trag . 
der Stadtverwaltung erstellt ·wurde, hat die 
Touristenstrome untersucht und festge­
stellt, da/3 wiihrend der Saison an einem 
norm'alen Tag 25000 Besucher die Stadt 
bevolkern, wiihrend diemaximale Aufnah­
mebereitschaft bei etwa 100000 Bestichern 
liegt, eine Zahl, die iin letzten Jahr einige 
Male erreieht wurde. Wiihrend der <Jff-
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nungszeit der Expo 2000, also fUr dn 
halbes Jahr, mu13 jedoch pro Tag mit etwa 
230000 Besuchern gen!chnet werden, im 
einigen herausragenden Tagen sogar zwi­
schen 400000 und 600000 . 

. Es ist jedem aufmerksamen Besucher 
deutlich, da13 yenedig dUTCh die derzeitige 
touristische Obernutzung in seiner Sozial­
struktur bereits gelitten hat. Masken- und 
Glasgeschiifte haben die Tante-Emma­
Laden verdriingt, . fiir die noch verbliebe­
nen Einwohner wird es immer schwieriger, 
in der Stadt zu leben. Sollte die Entschei­
dung fiir Clie Expo 2000 fallen, wird die 
Stadt sich auf die Verpflegung von I 

durchschnittlich 230000 Touristen pro 
Tag einstellen. Venedig wiirde zum Kauf­
haus mit Obernaehtungsmoglichkeit, die 
Abwanderung der Bevolkerung aus einer 
nieht mehr lebenswerten, der Spekulation 
tind pem Raubbautourismus uberantwor­
teten Stadt wiire unvermeidlich. 

Der Ansturm an· Touristen wiihrend 
eines halben Jahres wird tiefgreifende 
EingrifTe in das bauliche una stiidtebauli­
che Gefiige der Stadt zur Folge haben. 
Urn die Massen in der Stadt zu verteilen, 
mussen die Verkehrswege verandert wer­
den. Stral3enerweiterungen scheinen 
(noeh?) nicht geplant, denkbar ist die ' 
Anlage einer Ringstral3e sowie von Zu­
bringerstra13en durch die Lagune auf den 
Lido sowie auf andere lnseln , Deralte 
Vorschlag einer Untergrundbahn (Halte- ! 

stellen: Piazza S, Marco und Arsenal) wird 
derzeit wieder propagiert. Hinzu kommt 
eine Vervielfachung des Bootsverkehrs auf 
den Kaniilen, dessen verheerende Foigen 
fiir die Statik der Bauwerke bekannt sind. 

Venedighat keine Kanalisation. Ein 
System, das ohne Schaden fur das Erschei­
nungsbild der Stadt anwendbar ware, ist 
nicht bekannt. Schon jetzt fordern die 
Touristenstr6me mit ihren Abwiissermas­
sen das alljiihrliche, von pestilenzartigem 
Gestank begleitete Umkippen der Lagune, 
Die Expo , 2000 briichte · das Endedes so 
empfindlichen, bereits ·schwer .belastcten 
<Jkosystems Lagune~ Wer heute glaubt, 
das . Projekt miisse scheitern, weil es . die 
Stadt und ihre Sozialstrukttir zeistore; ihre 
Bewohner vertreibe ·und . Venedig zum 
gewinnbringenden Disneyland n'!aehe, irr.t. 
,Die skrupellose Durchsetzun{ des Pink­
Floyd-Konzerts, bd dem es wie durchein 
Wunder keine Toten ' gab; gegenerhebli­
chen \\Jiderstand nicht nur der mutigen 
Oenkmalpflege, hat die Venezianer eines 
Besseren belehrt. Fruchtet der internatio­
nale Protest in Rom nichts, werden die 
Venezianer und die Freunde der Stadt sich 
einiges einfallen lassen miissen, · urn zu 
retten, was zu retten ist. 

WOLFGANG WOLTERS 
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TILL AR 2000 kan det tyckas 
vara langt kvar, men i Italien 
gAr debattens vagor redan hB­
ga kring ett hOgst eventuellt 
evenemang pa troskeln tiII 
nlista artusende. Det gliller 
iden aU forlligga en varlds­
utstlillning det aret till Vene­
dig, den sjunkande lagunsta­
den som redan lir hart an­
strangd av turisternas horder 
och andra former av miljofOr­
storing. I denna vecka sam­
mantrader delegater fran (yr­
tiosju nationer, medlemmar 
av den internationella utstall­
ningsbyran, i Paris for aU be­
grunda rap.p0rter fran de team 
som har undersokt fOrutsatt­
ningarna pA de tre platser som 
star pa kandidatlistan - fOr­
utom Venedig handlar det om 
Toronto oeh Hannover. 

Venedigborna, som annu 
med fasa Minns det kaos som 
uppstod nar popbandet Pink 
Floyd bOil konsert fOr hundra­
tusentals mlinniskor pa Mar­
kusplatsen i somras, betaekar 
sig fOr liran trots de ekonomis­
ka aspekte rna. Iden kom emel­
lertid ursprungligen fran Gian­
ni De Miehelis, numera utri­
kesminister, och tycks vara val 
fOrankrad i den italienska re­
geringen. Det slutliga beslutet 
om utstlillningsort kommer aU 
fauas fOrst till vAren. 

Venedigs forsvarare gor nu 
alIt fOr au avvlirja hotet. En 
lang rad foreningar i skilda 
lander, daribland svenska Pro 
Venezia, ir starkt engagerade, 
och stadens borgmlistare gay 
vliltaliga uUryck fOr oron nlir 
inspektionsteamet fran Bu­
reau International des Exposi­
tions kom pa besok i oktober. 
Demonstranter fyllde Canal 
Grande med eU vim mel av 
batar och tagade over Rialto­
bron med korer av slagord och 
levande Ijus i Mnderna. 

DEN EKONOMISKA fakulte­
ten vid Venedigs universitet 
har berliknat at! vlirldsutstlill­
ningen skulle f?I 230 000 bes3-
kare i snitt varje dag - att jam­
fora med 25000 en normal 
dag under Venedigs hogsli­
song. Utstillningskonsortiet 
har tagit intryck hlirav och 
·lifldrat ur,prungsplanerna, 
som omfattade en kraftig om­
byggnad av dethistoriska arse­
nalsomradet i utkanten av cen­
trala Venedig. Man viII i stal­
let lligga utstlillningens cent­
rum nlira Marco Poloflygplat-

Av CAJ LUNDGREN 

sen pa fastlandet. Men kriti­
kerna papekar givetvis att 
mycket f?I besokare skulle hop­
pa over sjlilva staden och noja 
sig med de bitar av evene­
manget som man viII placera 
i Padua, Vicenza eller Verona. 

Tanken att minska trycket 
pa Venedig genom nagon sorts 
besokskvotering diskuterades 
redan efter Pink Floyd-konser­
ten men anses svar att genom­
fOra. Dock kan det stigandc 
miljomedvetandet i Italien 
berliknas sla igenom mer och 
mer. AU lutande tornet i Pisa 
stlings for allmlinheten lir re­
dan ett accepterat faktum, och 
att Venedig lir en oppcn stad 
ar 2000 kan man nog inte utan 
vidare ta fOr givet. 

Alessandro Monzon; 
oumb6r1ig ; sko/on. 

EIT VECKOSLUT i novem­
ber hailer de italienska fOrla­
gen bokmlissa pa Biblioteca 
Nazionale i Rom, under sym­
patiskt ansprakslosa former -
frit! intrlide, stillsam bokfOr­
sliljning - och publiken strom­
mar till i stora skaroL Det 
nybyggda bibliotekets stora 
aula lir proppfull nlir Luciano 
De Crescenzo hailer fOredrag 
om den "libridinosa" drift 
som f?lr mlinniskor aU lilska 
boken liven i videons och dato­
rernas tidevarv. 

Filosofen och Neapelskild­
raren De Crescenzo . - klind 
liven i Sverige fOr sina sokra­
tiska dialoger med professor 
Bellavista som centralfigur -
bar eti allvarligt lirende ocksil: 
aU avtiicka en staty, forestal­
lande en klassisk tlinkare, som 

monument Over enrad pi sis­
tone nedlagda boklAdor i Rom. 
Sklilet lir de skyhOga hYrorna 
i centrum som trlinger ut boI.:­
bandlarna och 'sllipper in 
jeansbutikema. For den sum­
ma en fattig student forr beta­
lade fOr en pocketbok kan han 
nu kopa en T-shirt i samma 
lokal, forldarade De Crescenzo 
fOr en starkt engagerad publik, 
de1vis rord till ursinnetstArar. 
Nlirmast i tur tiII nedlliggning 
star Libreria Frattina, ett kart 
boktempel pa en gata dar kllid­
bodar och kafeer redan trlings .. 

EN SVENSK GAST kan emel­
lertid knappast klaga Over kle­
Da mojligbeter att kopa b5cker 
i Rom: de kvarvai'ande Iibre­
riorna ligger a1Itjlimt synbart 
tlilare in i Stockholm. Och 
klirleken till litteraturen tar 
mycket konkreta uttryck., se­
nast i form av den uppstandel­
se som vallats av en TV -serie 
byggd pa den storsta italienska 
artonb undra talsromaneD. 

Alessandro Manzonis"l 
promessi sposi", De trolovade, 
hamnade pi andra plats tilt 
efter Dantes gudomliga kome­
di nlir tidningen La Stampa 
nyJigen fragade sin Hfsekrets 
vilka bOcker som var mest 
oumbarliga i skolans littera­
turundervisning. En TV-ver­
sion av romanen, regisserad 
av Salvatore Nocita, har de 
senaste veckorna setts av cirka 
sexton miljoner italienare och 
fyllt kultuJ"5idorna i pressen 
med debattinlagg. enkater och 
rundabordsdiskussioner om 
det salt varpa det lilskade ver­
ket har hanterats. 

Protestema har 6vervligt 
och mest handlat om den allt­
for starka tonvikten pa action 
("Manzoni som' spaghetti­
vlistern") och skAdespelarva­
let: det ar mest t1tllinningar i 
huvudrollerna oeh serien lir 
inspelad pA engelska. med 
dubbning till italienska (som 
alit annat utlandskt i TV och 
pa bio). Oavsett troheten mot 
forlagan lir den vacker, val­
liord oeh splinnande och kom- · 
mer antagligen att visas liven 
i Sverige med tiden, utan vid­
hangande uppstandelse. Som 
tecken pa hur intensivt levan­
de det litterlira arvet alltjamt 
lir i Italien ~r dock rabaldret 
pa hemm,aplan betraktas som 
bAde g1lidjande och avuD(1S~ 
vart. 

..... 
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El alcalde de Venecia protesta en Paris contra 
la candidatura de su ciudad a la Expo 2000 
La decision fmal se aplaza a junia, mientras crecen las critic as contra el proyecto 

J. A. SOROLLA / J. ANTON, Paris / Barcelona 
EI Bureau International des Expositions (BIE), organismo respon­
sable de determinar la ciudad que acogera la Exposicion Universal 
del aoo 2000, se reunio el jueves en Paris para estudiar las tres 
candidaturas: Hannover, Toronto y Venecia_ Tras escucbar los in­
formes de las comisiones de inspeccion, el otganismo se Iimito a 
aprobar las tres candidaturas y a aplazar a junio su decision final. 
No obstante, un participante en la reunion seoalo que.las posibjlida­
des de Venecia ban disminuido a causa de la polemica desencadena­
da en torno a su candidatura, polemica puesta de' manifiesto bajo las 
propias ventanas del BIE por una delegacion de venecianos contra­
rios a la Expo y encabezados por su alcalde, Antonio Casellati. 

La candidatura·de Venecia fue 
presentada en Pads con una 
novedad, primer resultado de 
las criticas que en Italia 'y en 
todo el mundo esta cosechando 
la idea de celebrar la Expo 2000 
en la ambientalmente fragi l ciu­
dad de los canales. La de Vene­
cia serf a una Expo especial, di­
cen los delegados italian os, con 
un replanteamiento radical que 
pondria cl acento en la calidad 
y no en la cantidad de 10 ex­
puesto. Serfa adem as una feria 
"descentralizada", con Venecia 
clUdad como nueleo simbolico 
pero ubicada sobre otras zo~ 
nas, y cuidadosa de la ecologia. 
La ~ueva propuesta propone 
slgmficatlvamente como tema 
de la exposicion La conslruccion 
del equilibrio del sistema Tierra. 

"~an dado la vuelta al plan­
teamlento", seoalo un asistente 
a la reunion del BIE, "pero se 
trata de una candidatura difici l 
y que ademas se aparta de la; 
normas: la Expo se concede a 
clUdades y no a regiones". 

La protesta en Pans del al­
calde Casellati, republica no, 
en~abezando un "comite por el 
no de un centenar de ciudada­
nos de la Serenissima es sola­
mente el ultimo eslab6n, por el 
m?~ento, de una cadena de 
cntlcas con.tra la candidatura. 
. La comlsion de inves tiga­

cion d~1 BIE ya se.enCOntro con 
un bOlc~teo al vaporello con el 
que deblan sUrcar los canales 

de la ciudad de San Marcos, y 
el puente que une la ciudad con 
tierra firme puede verse estos 
dias Ileno de pintadas que pro­
claman "Expo no", alternadas 
con algun mas visceral "De Mi­
chelis, bastardo". Gianni de 
Michelis, ministr.o de Asuntos 
Exteriores . italiano, esta consi­
derado uno de los principales 
impulsores de la candidatura 
veneciana, y algunos medios Ie 
han acusado de tener intereses 
economicos privados en el pro­
yecto, a traves de un hermano. 

Ataques menos politizados 
contra la Expo son los lanzados 
por asociaciones culturales y 
especialistas en arte internacio­
na les. Efectuar la exposicion' 
universal en Venecia, dicen los 
criticos -que aumentan dia a 
dia-, seria darle la puntilla a 
una ciudad empeilada en una 
batalla a muerte contra sus pro, 
blemas ambientales. EI aconte­
cimiento colocaria sobre la 
maltrecha Serenissima varios 
millones suplementarios de vi­
sitantes. 

Curiosamente, la polemica 
internacional ha coincidido con 
la celebracion en Venecia de un 
encuentro de ciudades de todo 
el mundo enfrentadas con el 
agua. Segun el programa, De 
Michelis, que desde luego no 
aparecio, debia pronunciar el 
discurso de clausura, ante, en­
tre otros, el alcalde Casellati, 
presidente del centro organiza-

~ .... . - -.". 

" ....-..:... -:Y- .~ _ '-" 
Una muestra de la contaminaci6n en las aguas de Venecia. 

dor de las jornadas. Pero eso 
no evitola polemica: el que si se 
pres en to fue otro ministro, el de 
Ambiente, que se enzarzo en 
una polemica con el presidente 
de la junta regional veneta, 
Franco Cremonese, sobre la 
responsabilidad (Estado 0 Go­
bierno . regional) en la lentitud 
con que se procede ante el dete­
rioro ambiental de la laguna: 
Alcaldes, cientificos y tecnicos 
de todo el mundo (desde Port 
Moresby -Papua- a Singa­
pur, pasando por Osaka: y Rio 
de Janeiro) han sido estupefac­
tos testigos del espectaculo 

mientras , fuera, la marea alta 
lamia los escalones de las igle-. 
sias y palacios. 

Las jornadas concluyeror., 
pole~ica politica aparte, con 
una Ilamada a las ciudades cos­
teras para que asuman su res­
ponsabilidad frente a un posible 
a1zamiento de las aguas como 
resultado del efecto invernade­
ro. Los especialistas han conve­
nido que las obras de ingenieria 
hard, las soluciones tecnologicas 
fuertes , no son la mejor solucion 
contra el mar y han recomenda­
do estrategias flexibles y adap­
tadas a la ecologia. 
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Los bienes de 
Alberti en Roma, 
cedidos al museo 
del poeta en Cadiz 

JUSTO ROM ERO, Cadiz 
Todos los bienes que se 'conser­
van en Roma pcrtenecientes a 
Rafael Alberti pasaran a engro-' 
sar el futuro museo que se esta­
blecera en I<!- casa portuense en 
que el poeta paso los primeros 
ailos de su vida. Alberti entrego 
ayer en Cadiz a Alfonso Perales, 
presiden te de la Di pu tacion Pro­
vincial, un documento notarial 
por el que se ceden "gratuita­
mente" todas las propiedades n;>­
manas del poeta a la fundacion 
que lIeva su nombre. Entre estos 
objetos se encuentra la impor­
tante coleccion pictorica de Al­
berti , que comprende diversas 
obras de Picasso. 

Entre los bienes que Rafael 
Alberti conserva aun .en Roma 
(ciudad en la que paso la-ultima 
etapa de su largo exilio), y que, 
scgun el documento que ayer en­
trego Alberti , seran traidos a Es­
paila en fecha proxima, se en­
cuentran, ademas de numerosos 
manuscritos y ediciones -tanto 
de su obra como de la de otros 
escritores amigos-, la coleccion 
de pinturas del poeta, que inclu­
ye, junto a la de Picasso, firmas 
como la de los ' artistas Tapies, 
Miro, Orellana, Guayasamin, 
Ortega, Gcnoves, Saura y el pro­
pio Alberti. 

EI origen del largo proceso de 
cesion que culmina hoy arranca 
de 1979, ailo en que Rafael A!­
berti y Marl<!- Teresa Leon, su es­
posa, realizaron una eseritur'l 
notarial por la cual ~Ia' sociec!ad 
conyugal establecida por ambos 
dona a EI Puerto de Santa Ma­
ria, de forma gratuita, todos los 
bienes que se conservan en 
Roma". 

La escritura, otorgada el 17 de 
octubre de 1979 por el notario de 
Madrid Manuel Ramos Armero, 
condiciona esta donacion ,-que 
ya se conoce como eI legado AI­
bert~ al hecho de que los bienes 
"no pod ran enajenarse posterior­
mente y debe ran ubicarse en la 
casa portuense del poeta". 






