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A guard stands ata checkpointin New Orleans.
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WARM WELCOME: Sen. John McCain greets Levi Johnston, left, the boyfriend of Sarah Palin’s daughter Bristol, second from leftin Minnesota on Wednesday.

GOP Rallies Behind Palin

“This nonsense is over, McCain camp declares of criticism

ST. PAUL, MINN. | As Sarah Palin prepared
for the speech of her life Wednesday, John
McCain’s campaign called for an end to ques-
tions about its review of her background and
derided a “faux media scandal designed to
destroy the first female Republican nomi-
nee” for vice president.

The Arizona senator’s campaign set the
tone for the day early with a written statement
that stood out for its admission that Palin is
under siege — it condemned “this vetting con-
troversy” — and for its attempt to blunt ques-

tions about how rigorously McCain and his
campaign explored the background of a can-
didate who may get the nation’s second most
powerful job. It also suggested that Palin is a

RNC HIGHLIGHTS

=» Sarah Palin’s and
Rudy Giuliani’s speech-

# esatthe GOP convention
B came after deadline. For
coverage | Today’s Post, Al

victim of gender bias in the media.

“This nonsense is over,” senior cam-
paign adviser Steve Schmidt declared in
the statement.

With a quickly arranged news conference
and a fresh television ad, McCain’s team also
sought to counter Democratic criticism that
the first-term Alaska governor is too inexpe-
rienced to be president . Surrounded by fellow
Republican women, former Massachusetts
Gov. Jane Swift bemoaned “an outrageous
smear campaign” against Palin and said: “She
is more prepared than Barack Obama to be
president of the United States.” Liz sipoTi (ap)
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Positive Feedback

A New York man has been charged with selling $80,000 worth of stolen
Victoria's Secret bras online. Prosecutors say 41-year-old George Tutaya was
arraigned Tuesday on charges of possessing stolen property. He faces up to
seven yearsin prison if convicted. A telephone call to his attorney hasn’'t been
returned. Prosecutors say Tutaya used eBay auction and PayPal payment
accountsto sellthe brassieres for about $25 each. The bras made by the Colum-
bus, Ohio-based retailer sell for $40to $80. Prosecutors say records recovered
at Tutaya's home in Queens link him to the sale of more than 2,000 bras. They
say another 650 stolen bras were recovered in his home. (ap)

beast so easily. The gorilla was last
seen Sunday infront of Sandy’s Sales,
and Miller realized it was missing when

DISAPPEARANCES

David Copperfield

JON SUPER/AP

DISGUSTING

Ewwws
And Ahs

A giant mechanical spider was hung
Wednesday from a disused building
in the center of Liverpool, England,
in preparation for the start of a five-
day piece of street theater. In 2006,
the same company installed a giant
elephant in London. The adven-
tures of the spider can be followed
at Lamachine.co.uk. “Prepare to be
amazed by a show that will make
you believe in the impossible,” the
Web site promises. (EXPRESS)

Nowhere to Be Seen

An8-foot-tall mechanical gorilla stand-
ing outside a Maine flea market store
has disappeared —in broad daylight
— and owner Lowell Miller wonders
how anyone could move the weighty

he started to close up atthe end of the
day. Hethought his clerk had wheeled
it inside, and the clerk thought Miller
had moved it. “Who the hell would ever
steal a gorilla as heavy as that thing
was?" Miller asked Tuesday. (ap)

REAL ESTATE
Buy One Gimmick,
Get Silly Story Free

Gerryand Cindy Mann of Battle Creek,
Mich., have struggledto selltheir house.

So, they decided to usea more creative
sales approach: Buyaminiature replica
ofthe homefor $169,000and getthereal
thing thrown in for free. “After ayear, |
was thinking, ‘l don’tknow, | have this
dollhouse sitting in my basement; let

me see if | can do some creative mar-
keting,” said Gerry. The Manns esti-
mate the dollhouse is worth a couple
thousand dollars. They are hoping the
addition of their home will warrantthe
$167,000 markup. (ap)
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PUBLIC HEARING

on Proposed Revisions to Stormwater Fees
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Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, Express Travel

777 North Capitol Street, NE, 20122 122 WL
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The District Department of the Environment (DDOE) is proposing an
increase in the stormwater fee to meet new U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency requirements to control the flow of pollution into the
District’s streams and rivers from the separate storm sewer system.
DDOE proposes that this rate change take effect on October 1, 2008.
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Individuals or representatives of organizations
may present testimony at the public hearing.
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“Maybe the most dangerous threat of an Obama presidency is that
«Hr he would continue to give madmen the benefit of the doubt.”

—Mike Huckabee, from remarks he was to deliver Wednesday at the Republican Convention

Nation

ELINA MARA/TWP

ST. PAUL, MINN.
‘Outrageous Smear’

Female Republicans embraced identi-
ty politics with gusto Wednesday, tout-
ing the virtues of presumptive vice pres-
idential nominee Gov. Sarah Palin and
suggesting that any attempts to ques-
tion her qualifications amounted to bla-
tant sexism.

Ina*“hear meroar”-style press con-
ference, a parade of elected officials
and GOP operatives issued a lengthy
defense of the Alaska governor’s cre-
dentials, and former Massachusetts
governor Jane Swift said Palin has
beenthetarget of “an outrageous smear
campaign.”

“She has taken on the corrupt spe-
cial interestsin Washington and Alaska.
She has stood up for families and made
a difference,” Swift said. “She is more
prepared than Barack Obama to be
the president of the United States. ...
The Republican Party will not stand by
while Sarah Palin is subjected to sexist
attacks.” JULIET EILPERIN

washingtonpost.com

Forextended analysis and up-to-the-minute
updates from the campaign trail, visit
blog.washingtonpost.com/the-trail

Romney, Giuliani Tout GOP Ticket

Former McCain rivals
urge voters to choose
Republican candidates

ST. PAUL, MINN. | Rudy Giuliani,
Mitt Romney and Mike Huckabee,
three men John McCain beat for the
Republican presidential nomina-
tion, urged voters on Wednesday
to send him to the White House,
for the “safety and security of your
family,” as Giuliani put it.

The three planned to tell the
Republican National Convention

that McCain and Alaska Gov. Sarah
Palin, his running mate, are the
right choice for the future
VO € of America. Excerpts
L of their speeches were
08 released in advance.
------------ Giuliani, a former
New York City mayor, praised Palin
as “one of the most successful gov-
ernors in America — and the most
popular.”

She’s been governor for two
years, after eight as mayor of tiny
Wasilla, but Giuliani said she’s
ready for the vice presidency. “She

already has more executive expe-
rience than the entire Democratic
ticket,” he said.

Giuliani was the early leader
among Republican candidates in the
presidential race, but he foundered
quickly and quit the race with-
out winning a delegate, endorsing
McCain in January. Romney and
then Huckabee did the same.

The McCain campaign had
announced that Giuliani would
be the keynote speaker at the con-
vention, and he was to have spoken
Tuesday night in that role. But the

schedule was shuffled and most
of its opening day was dropped
because of the threat of Hurricane
Gustav to the Gulf Coast. Former
Sen. Fred Thompson of Tennessee
delivered the first major address of
the convention Tuesday.

Romney played on Obama’s cam-
paign call for change — but not the
change the Democrat wants.

“We need change all right,” the
former Massachusetts governor
said. “Change from a liberal Wash-
ington to a conservative Washing-
ton.” (ap)

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. | TWIN CITY SERVICE

STEPHAN SAVOIA/AP

PACKED HOUSE: Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and his wife, Cindy, fill bags of relief supplies for hurricane victims
Wednesday during a visit to the Republican National Convention hurricane relief center in Minneapolis, Minn. Orga-
nizers planned to ship 80,000 relief kits — half with snacks and half with personal hygiene items —to the Gulf Coast.

Michigan Man
Charged in Plot
To Attack RNC

MINNEAPOLIS | A Michigan man
was charged in what authorities
said was a scheme to use Molotov
cocktails to attack the main arena
for the Republican National Con-
vention.

Matthew Bradley DePalma, 23,
of Flint was charged Saturday with
one count of possessing unregis-
tered firearms after a two-month
investigation, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office announced Wednesday.

Authorities said DePalma
attended an event in Waldo, Wis.,
in July called the CrimeThinc Con-
vergence, and told an FBI source
he wanted to travel to Minnesota
to attack the Republican conven-
tion. (ap)
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CLEARANCE SALE!
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MOONWALK: Police in Athens, Ga., have arrested a woman who they say start-
ed mooning motorists after she received a ticket for jaywalking. Police said the
woman and a friend had been drinking and were upset and disorderly at the scene.

Residents Stream Into New Orleans

Mayor Nagin agrees
to let people return
despite safety fears

NEW ORLEANS | As a stream of traf-
fic queued up on the highways lead-
ing back to New Orleans, Mayor
Ray Nagin decided Wednesday
to let residents who fled Hurri-
cane Gustav back after all — with
a stern warning the city was still
vulnerable.

Most neighborhoods did not
have power, hospitals were running
on generators, and most businesses
remained shuttered. Nagin initial-
ly said residents should wait until
early Thursday to come back. But
those who live here, knowing this
storm was no Katrina, were beg-
ging to get back home and sleep in
their own beds.

“In my humble opinion, I think
we're forcing the issue, but we're
just going to deal with it,” Nagin
told WWL-TV. “T am really uncom-
fortable with this repopulation
right now.”

Nagin said he felt he had no

New Breast
Cancer Test

KEVORK DJANSEZIAN/AP

Shows Promise

MILWAUKEE | A radioactive tracer
that “lights up” cancer hiding inside
dense breasts showed promise in
its first big test against mammo-
grams, revealing more tumors and
giving fewer false alarms, doctors
reported Wednesday.

The experimental method
— molecular breast imaging, or
MBI — would not replace mam-
mograms for women at average
risk of the disease. But it might
become an additional tool for
higher risk women with a lot of
dense tissue that makes tumors
hard to spot on mammograms,
and it could be done at a lower cost
than an MRI. About one-fourth of

Traffic crowds a bridge on Interstate 10in Louisiana Wednesday as New Orleans residents return home after Hurricane Gustav.

women 40 and older have dense

choice but to lift the mandatory
evacuation, because surrounding
communities started to let people
back in Wednesday. Worried about
potential looting of still-vacant
properties, he said the city would
maintain its dusk-to-dawn curfew
indefinitely.

After spending days in motels,
with family or in overcrowded shel-
ters, evacuees returned to a new set
of problems. There were still nearly
1.2 million homes and businesses in
Louisiana without power, including
about 77,000 in New Orleans.

While those numbers are down

breasts. (ap)
from the immediate aftermath
of the storm, the main transmis-
sion lines into southern Louisiana
are crippled. The state said it will
be as long a month — in the dank
heat of the Louisiana summer —
before the air conditioning returns
for all. (ap)

BY THE NUMBERS:
The United States
admitted 2,183 refu-
gees from Iraq in August,
down from 2,352 in July, the State
Department said Wednesday. (AP)
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RESOURCEFUL: Policein Port St. Lucie, Fla., are on the lookout for a cross-dressing man who
allegedly snatched a 74-year-old woman's purse. They're depending on a strange clue to solve
the crime: The suspect left behind a water-filled condom he had been using as a fake breast.

Nation

Ex-lobbyist could be
sentenced to second
11-year prison term

WASHINGTON | Disgraced lobbyist
Jack Abramofftold a federal judge
Wednesday that his lifestyle of
trading expensive gifts for politi-
cal favors crossed the line, even by
Washington standards, but said he
was “not a bad man” and pleaded
for leniency.

Abramoff, the central figure in
a corruption scandal that shook
up Washington politics and con-
tributed to the Republican loss of

Former lobbyist Jack Abramoff, pictured here on Aug. 12,2005, will be sentenced
in court Thursday for his role in a corruption scandal that rocked Capitol Hill.

DAVID MCNEW/GETTY IMAGES

Congress in 2004, is scheduled to
be sentenced Thursday. In a letter
to the court Wednesday, he said
even he is shocked to look back on
what his life had become.

“It is hard to see the exact
moment that I went over the line
but, looking backwards, it is amaz-
ing for me to see how far I strayed
and how I did not see it at the time,”
Abramoff wrote. “So much of what
happens in Washington stretches
the envelope, skirts the spirit of the
rules, and lives in the loopholes. But
even by those standards, I blundered
farther than even those excesses
would allow.”

Abramoff is serving a nearly
six-year prison sentence for a fraud-
ulent Florida casino deal. He faces
up to 11 years in prison when he is
sentenced Thursday for corrupt-
ing Capitol Hill lawmakers with
expensive meals, golf junkets, lux-
ury sports tickets and other lav-
ish gifts.

But prosecutors are asking for a
much more lenient sentence of less
than four years. Defense attorneys
say he deserves even less time. Since
pleading guilty in 2006, Abramoff
has been the key witness in his own
corruption scandal. He has pro-
vided the Justice Department evi-
dence that helped send Rep. Bob
Ney, R-Ohio, and former Deputy
Interior Secretary J. Steven Griles
to prison. MATT APUZZ0 (AP)

Study: Measles Shot
Not Linked to Autism

Research debunks
data that had stoked

fears about vaccine

WASHINGTON | New research fur-
ther debunks any link between
measles vaccine and autism, work
that comes as the nation is expe-
riencing a surge in measles cases
fueled by children left unvacci-
nated.

Years of research with the mea-
sles, mumps and rubella vaccine,
better known as MMR, have con-
cluded that it doesn’t cause autism.
Still, some parents’ fears persist, in
part because of one 1998 British
study that linked the vaccine with
asubgroup of autistic children who
also have serious gastrointestinal
problems. That study reported that
measles virus was lingering in the

children’s bowels.

Only now have researchers rigor-
ously retested that finding, taking
samples of young-
sters’ intestines
to hunt for signs
of virus. There is

131

Thenumberof  no evidence that
measles cases MMR plays any
reportedinthe  .5)e the inter-
United States

national team —
which included
researchers who
first raised the
issue — reported Wednesday.

“We are confident there is no link
between MMR and autism,” said
Dr. W. Ian Lipkin of Columbia
University College of Physicians
and Surgeons, who led the work
published in PLoS One, the online
journal of the Public Library of Sci-
€NCE. LAURAN NEERGAARD (AP)

this year, many
in unvaccinated
children.

“I'd be confident that she’d be able to
handle [a situation like the Sept. 11
attacks]. She’s been a governor of a
state; she’s been mayor of a city.”

—FORMER NEW YORK CITY MAYOR RUDY GIULIANI, RESPONDING
TO A QUESTION WEDNESDAY ON ABC’S “GOOD MORNING AMERICA”
ABOUT GOV. SARAH PALIN’S ABILITY TO BE COMMANDER IN CHIEF.
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November 8-9, 2008 - Walter E. Washing’con Convention Center

Buy your tickets ’coday at www.MetroCooking.com
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BITE OUT OF CRIME: Brazilian police found two alligators — one of them about 6 feet long —
" during araid onthe home of a drug dealer’s mother-in-law Wednesday. Police said the woman
didn'tknow the animals were in her house. The alligators’ new home will be the Rio zoo.

A woman carries bread ata refugee
camp in Gori, Georgia, on Wednesday.

U.S. Plans
SIB in Aid

To Georgia

Navy flagship with
humanitarian aid
crosses into Black Sea

TBILISI, GEORGIA | A U.S. Navy flag-
ship sailed toward Georgia with a
cargo of humanitarian aid Wednes-
day, ignoring Moscow’s complaints,
and the Bush administration com-
mitted $1 billion to help the crucial
Caucasus ally recover from war
with Russia.

Vice President Dick Cheney, vis-
iting Azerbaijan, said the United
States has a “deep and abiding inter-
est” in the region’s stability. Cheney
is due in Georgia on Thursday on a
swing through potentially vulner-
able former Soviet republics close
by Russia’s underbelly.

The USS Mount Whitney, the
flagship of the Navy’s 6th Fleet in
the Mediterranean, crossed through
the Dardanelles and Bosporus into
the Black Sea, which Russia shares
with three NATO nations and two
others seeking to join the alliance:
Georgia and Ukraine.

Russian leaders have lashed
out at the United States for send-
ing humanitarian aid to Georgia
aboard military ships, part of their
campaign portraying the U.S. as
a belligerent troublemaker that
pushed Georgia into war.

Two other U.S. military ships
have delivered aid to Georgia since
the five-day war in early August,
which prompted the worst crisis in
Russia’s relations with the West since
the Cold War. sTeve GuTTERMAN (AP)

SHAKH AIVAZOVIAP

Pakistan Condemns U.S.-Led Raid

Atleast 15 die in attack
on Taliban; snipers
target PM’s limousine

ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN | Pakistan
angrily condemned a raid on a
village that killed at least 15 peo-
ple Wednesday, claiming U.S.-led
troops flew in from Afghanistan
for the first known foreign ground
assault against a suspected Taliban
haven in Pakistan’s tribal belt.
The Foreign Ministry protested
the attack, and an army spokesman
warned that the apparent escalation
from recent missile strikes on mili-

tant targets along the Afghan bor-
der would further anger Pakistanis
and undercut cooperation in the war
against terrorist groups.

The boldness of the thrust fed
speculation about the intended
target. But it was unclear whether
any extremist leader was killed or
captured in the operation, which
occurred in one of the militant
strongholds along a frontier region
considered a likely hiding place for
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda’s
No. 2 leader, Ayman al-Zawahri.

U.S. military and civilian offi-
cials declined to respond to Paki-
stan’s complaints or discuss the

Police officers survey the site of a snip-
er attack near Islamabad, Pakistan.

attack, but one Washington official
said any decision to launch a mis-
sion sure to anger Pakistan would
require a very important target.
In other signs of Pakistan’s pre-
carious stability, snipers shot at the
prime minister’s limousine near
Islamabad. Prime Minister Yousuf
Raza Gilani was not in the vehicle.
Muslim Khan, a spokesman
for the banned militant organi-
zation Tahrik-e-Taliban, claimed
responsibility and pledged more
attacks in retaliation for army
operations in tribal areas and
along the border with Afghanistan.

PAUL ALEXANDER (AP)

BRAZIL | PLANE SKIDS OFF RUNWAY

PRECARIOUS POSITION: A police officer directs traffic near a small plane that skidded off the runway when it was pre-
paring for takeoff in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Wednesday. None of the three people on board was injured, authorities said.

ANDRE PENNER/AP

South Korea: North Korea Restoring Nuclear Facilities

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA | South Korea
said Wednesday that North Korea
had begun restoring its nuclear
facilities. But the United States
played it down, saying the country
apparently only moved some equip-
ment out of storage.

The North said last week it had
stopped dismantling its nuclear

reactor on Aug. 14 because Wash-
ington had not held up its end of
their disarmament deal — a prom-
ise to remove North Korea from
the U.S. list of state sponsors of
terrorism. At the same time, the
North threatened to restore the
nuclear facility.

The U.N. nuclear watchdog agen-

cy said in a new report that North
Korea had already removed “essen-
tial” equipment from its nuclear
facilities by the time it decided to
stop disabling them last month.
South Korean and U.S. officials
have said that it would take at least
a year for the North to restart the
facilities after they are disabled. (ap)

BANGKOK, THAILAND

Report: Thai Foreign Minister
Submits His Resignation
Thailand’s state news agency says
Foreign Minister Tej Bunnag has
resigned, but government officials
are refusing to confirm the report.
The agency says
Bunnag sent his
resignation to
Prime Minister
Samak Sundar-
avej, who had
not yet approved
it. The report-
ed development
comes as Samak’s government faces
pressure to step down from protest-
ers who have occupied the grounds
housing the prime minister’s offic-
es in the capital, Bangkok. (ap)

NICOSIA, CYPRUS

Cyprus’ Greek, Turkish
Leaders Begin Peace Talks
The leaders of Cyprus’ Greek and
Turkish communities started new
peace talks Wednesday and said
they hoped to reach an accord soon
on reuniting this Mediterranean
island partitioned by war 34 years
ago. Cyprus President Dimitris
Christofias met for two hours with
Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali
Talat inside the U.N.-patrolled buf-
fer zone that separates the two com-
munities. The leaders plan to meet
again Sept. 11, U.N. officials said. (ap)
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ClearedJobs.Net

security Gleared
Professionals in
Great Demand

By Carol Sorgen

No matter what the current economic forecasts
are, jobseekers who hold a security clearance enjoy
bright prospects, especially if they offer employers a
combination of technical skills, interpersonal abilities,

and industry knowledge..

“The economy does have some impact on a
job search, but there is always uncertainty in the
marketplace,” says Kathleen Smith of Clearedlobs.
Net, a local firm that links security cleared jobseekers
and employers with security cleared positions.

That said, there are always positions
available, adds Smith, especially for security cleared
professionals. That’s because the number of people
who hold a security clearance is still far lower than
the number of cleared jobs available.

Of course, even if the odds are in your favor, a
jobseeker needs to research the job market and types
of positions available, have an effective resume, and
network at functions such as Clearedlobs.Net monthly

Special Advertising Section

job fairs (the next fair is scheduled for September 4 at
the DoubleTree Hotel in Crystal City).

In addition to attending job fairs, jobseekers
who hold a security clearance can take advantage
of Clearedlobs.Net’s suite of services offered at no
charge, including job researching, resume writing,
and resume posting, as well as other services such
as newsletters and career coaching. Clearedlobs.Net
also just launched a broadcast channel on YouTube
with HowTo videos covering a variety of career search
topics.These will be updated monthly.

In a tight economy, it helps to offer employers
more “bang for their buck,” says Smith.You may have
the technical skills needed to work, say, in the IT field,
but what about your “soft skills,” such as interpersonal
skills, the ability to write and speak clearly, and
customer-relationship building skills.

“Future IT leaders know they need these skills
to ascend the ranks,” says Smith, pointing out that
the ability to manage up, build relationships, and
understand business strategy are deemed critical for
professional advancement.

“If you have these soft skills or develop
them, you will be able to maintain your success,”
agrees Patricia A. Frame, founder of Strategies for
Human Resources. Frame is a regular presenter
at Clearedlobs.Net job fairs. At the upcoming
September 4th Cleared Job Fair, Frame will present
seminars on: How to Work a Job Fair; Interviewing
Tips, Career Strategies and Silly Self Sabotage.

To find out if you have what employers are
looking for in today’s marketplace, says Frame, do
your own personal soft skills/competencies audit:

*Which skills do you need in your current job?

*What do you know about the need?

* How would you evaluate yourself on each skill
you need?

* How would your boss evaluate you on each?

Then assess the skills needed for other positions

that interest you, says Frame. Look at position
descriptions or job ads to consider both promotions
within your current organization which interest you and
external opportunities.

Once you have assessed your current competencies
versus needed ones, develop a plan, Frame advises:

* Pick one competency you want to work on.

* |dentify your goal and what steps are needed

to achieve it. Keep the steps small.

*Put in a timeframe

* |dentify how you will know you have

achieved your goal.

Next, ask others for help. “Soft skills by their nature
involve working with others, so you need others to help
you develop yours,” Frame suggests. Share your plan
with your boss, a mentor, or a talented co-worker and
ask for their assistance and feedback.

Then it’s time to practice. Ask your co-workers, a
mentor, or friend for feedback and specific information
on what you did well and what still needs work. “Often
keeping a record of what you have tried and what results
you got will help you to keep going and to improve,”
Frame advises.

Finally, tackle another area. “No, it never ends,”
says Frame. “Not if you want to succeed at work or in
life.”

For more information on
ClearedJobs.Net, including details on the
upcoming job fair on September 4, from

11 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Double Tree Hotel
in Crystal City, visit the company’s website
at www.ClearedJobs.Net,

or call 703-871-0037.

This special advertising section was written by Carol
Sorgen, a freelance writer and editor, in conjunction with the
advertising department of The Washington Post and did not
involve the news or editorial departments of this newspaper.

ClearedJobs @

These are just some of the top defense contracting firms that will be at this event:

Arete Associates - Arrowhead Global Solutions - AT&T Government Solutions - BAE Systems (NS) - BearingPoint -
Booz Allen Hamilton - Raytheon - Concurrent Technologies Corporation - Cognos - CSC - DoD Inspector General -
Department of Homeland Security - Everest Technology Solutions - Frontier Systems Integrators -

General Dynamics (IT) - Harris Corporation - JB Management - L-83 Communications (GSES) - Lexis Nexis Special Services -
Maden Technologies -McClendon Corporation - Navy Engineering Logistics Office - Nortel Government Solutions -
Northrop Grumman (MS) - RGS Associates - Solers - Wyle Laboratories - Eiden Systems Corporation -

Planned Systems International and more coming!

For a complete list of cleared positions that hiring managers will be interviewing for please visit: www.ClearedJobs.Net.

All Cleared Job Fairs are FREE to Security Cleared Job Seekers!
Pre-Register, Post Your Resume and Search Current Cleared Jobs at

Thursday, September 4th, 11am - 4pm
DoubleTree Crystal City
300 Army Navy Drive
Arlington, VA 22202

Exclusively for Cleared Job Seekers with Active or Current Security Clearances

WWW.CLEAREDJOBS.NET
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TREASURES AND TRASH: Israeliarchaeologists say they have uncovered new sections of Jerusalem’s ancient walls, con-
tinuing a project begun more than a century ago. They found part of a wall built by the Hasmonean dynasty 2,100 years ago,
and another section built by Byzantine rulers five centuries later —as well as beer bottles left by researchers in the 1890s.

French Loath to End 35 Hour Week

Few businesses take
advantage of law that
permits more work

PARIS | France’s decade-long experi-
ment with a 35-hour workweek is
coming to an end, sort of.

A new law allows companies to
negotiate their way out of a rule that
has drawn both ridicule and envy

in other countries and that France’s
labor minister calls a “straitjacket”
on the economy.

Yet the law, which took effect
just before France began return-
ing from its long summer vacation,
is meeting resistance from both
workers and the employers it was
meant to benefit.

The 35-hour law wasn’t just
about France. It set economists well

Demonstrators support the 35-hour
workweek in a 1998 march in Paris.

beyond its borders to wondering: Is
this the future of work in the devel-
oped world? Instead, the ensuing
decade saw rich nations’ workers
laboring ever more. Indeed, even
French workers today average 41
hours per week of labor, despite
the 35-hour rule.

Nuclear plant technician Mikael
Perniceni figures his free time is
secure, regardless of the new law.

The 28-year-old still expects to
use some of his almost eight weeks
of annual paid time off to travel to
Salt Lake City next year to hear the
University of Utah Singers.

The reason for his insouciance:
While the law permits companies
to negotiate new, longer working
time agreements with employees,
few employers are expected to do so,
because of a widespread reluctance
to relive the often fraught negotia-
tions that led to the current working
time agreements, businesses and
economists say. GREG KELLER (AP)

Getting Here is Easy!

VIRGINIA

VisitAlexandriaVA.com
888.468.6449

| Take the Metro, Water Taxi or
| FREE King Street Trolley!
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200 Juried Artists

Photography, Pottery, ;

September 13314

10:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. Sat.
10:00 a.m. —

Historic 0l1d Town Alexandria

Paintings, Sculpture,

Glass, and More!

5:00 p.m. Sun.

King Street between £\
Union & Washington streets

signal

Visit our Newest
Potomac Avenue Branch

1391 Pennsylvania Ave. S.E. Ste. #1
(Access branch from Potomac Ave.)

Washington, DC 20003

9 am to 4 pm - Monday through Friday

(' Test drive our
:.T FREE CHECKING
with direct deposit
and receive

9 am to 1 pm - Saturday

Join us for our Potomac Avenue Branch
Grand Opening festivities!

* Wednesday, September 17 — 11:00 am to 1 pm. Live Gospel Radio

Broadcast 1340 AM.

* Thursday, September 18 — 3:00 pm to 5 pm. DC Divas appearance-

Snapshots with the ladies.

* Friday, September 19 — 3:00 pm to 5 pm. WPGC radio station appearance at

branch with call-ins; clown on-site.

* Saturday, September 20 — 12:00 pm to 4 pm. “Project Green” Environmental
Awareness Day. (Come out to recycle electronics and have your papers shredded
and also check out the eco-friendly vendors). Live music and entertainment.
Event at: 3015 University Blvd. W. Kensington, MD 20895.

Must open a Share Savings account with $5 minimum deposit.
*Direct deposit is defined as your entire net being

ited into your Signal Financial account each

payday. It must take affect on account before prize money is awarded. Prize money will be

deposited into your share (savings) account and be held for 6 months. One incentive offer per

member. Offer expires August 31, 2008.

Please note: A prize from Signal Financial Federal Credit Union is considered a “bonus”, as defined
by the National Credit Union Administration Rules and Regulations, Truth-in-Savings, Section 707.2
(f), and must be reported on Internal Revenue Service Form 1099 as dividend income.

Other restrictions may apply.
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BOLLYWOOD ON DEMAND: Rupert Murdoch’s Indian television unit has
inked its first U.S. cable distribution deal with Cox Communications, bringing
three top Hindi-language channels to Northern Virginia, the companies said.

TAKOMA PARK, MD.
Montgomery County Begins
Pedestrian Safety Program
Montgomery County officials have
launched a campaign to protect
people trying to cross busy roads.
County Executive Isiah Leggett
says a section of Piney Branch Road

; will become the
first in a series
of “High Inci-
dence Areas,”
where officials
will try hard to
reduce injuries
and enhance safe-
ty. During a news
conference Tuesday, jaywalkers dart-
ed across the road, stepping in and
out of crosswalks as they dodged
traffic — unintentionally illustrat-
ing the point. Leggett’s spokesman,
Patrick Lacefield, says that while
the jaywalking was distracting, it
illustrated the county’s pedestrian
safety problem. (ap)

OCEAN CITY, MD.

3 Arrested on Charges of
Possessing Counterfeit Bills
Three Washington, D.C., men have
been arrested in Ocean City on
charges they tried to pass counterfeit
money. Ocean City police say a game
operator at Jolly Rogers Amuse-
ments contacted police when a man
tried to pay for a game with a phony
$50 bill on Sunday. Officer<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>