
BILL LEE 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

NINTH FLOOR, ANDREW JOHNSON TOWER 
710 JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY 

NASHVILLE, TN 37243-0375 

LIZZETTE REYNOLDS 
COMMISSIONER 

Tennessee Department of Education Tel: (615) 741-5158 • Fax: (615) 532-4791• tn.gov/education 

Via Electronic Mail 

July 19, 2023 

Natalie Morosi, Executive Director 

Aventura Community School 

3010 Tuggle Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37211 

Re: Waiver for English as a Second Language (ESL) Rule 

Dear Dr. Morosi: 

I am in receipt of your July 18, 2023 waiver request of State Board of Education Rule 0520-01-19-.03 requiring direct 

ESL Services to be provided utilizing one or more of the Department-approved service delivery models. According to 

your request, you are seeking a waiver of this rule to use a co-teaching ESL model in kindergarten through second 

grade classes for the 2023-24 school year. Due to the unique nature of your dual-language immersion program, the 

department understands language acquisition supports are being used throughout the day and certified ESL teachers 

are overseeing the specialized needs for students.  

Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-1-201(d) grants the commissioner the authority to “waive any state board rule or statute that 

inhibits or hinders the LEA’s ability to meet its goals or comply with its mission.” Therefore, your request is hereby 

granted for the 2023-24 school year. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have further questions 

Sincerely, 

Lizette Reynolds 

Commissioner 













 Amendment: Schedule Clarification and Additional Narrative 

 MW = Morning Work 

 EL Lesson = Expeditionary Learning Lesson 

 Direct EL Services: 
 English Language Learners receive direct support 
 in small groups during two half an hour sessions 
 each day from the licensed ESL teachers in each 
 grade. Grade-level teachers work to create small 
 group schedules for the Math Centers and EL 
 Labs/Centers times based on student literacy and 
 math levels (as well as ESL status) during the two 
 weeks of summer Institute (July 24 - Aug 4th). 

 -  In Second grade these groups take place in 
 the students homeroom class because each class 
 has a licensed ESL teacher. 

 -  In Kindergarten and 1st grade, because two 
 of the three classrooms have co-teachers with EL 
 licenses, the students in the third homeroom are 
 divided and sent into one of the classrooms with a 
 licensed ESL teacher to receive their direct 
 instruction during this time. 
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