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Enc 1 osed i s a dra11 3. e1. ter t.o qo aut to the Ast ro qroUp f or thei r
response i n mav i ng f or ward w i th aur p 1 an n i n g meet i ng p1an n i ng „
have not dona muc h ed i t i nq on t hi i s myse1 t but thought i t wou 3. d be
best to get i t to yau t or com ment asap
dra f t ot the stat&ment ot purpose I " 3.1 get that onta t. he 1 oop
al so.
i n c:1 uded ar ex c 3. uded 1 n t he c;|uest i ana i re „

3!

As soon as I have a

Let me k now yoU.r t haug hts; an d a1so wh at you -f ee1 m i g h t I:/ e
Rusty-

Dear Astros

As most o f you k now Mi ke Co11 .i. ns , E.' id Mi t c:hell an d I
t rave1ed to t he USSR t h .i s );;)ast Mar c; h t o meet w i t h f our o f t he
Cosmonauts to d i sc:uss 1he possi b i 1 i t y ot estab 3. i sh i ng an on qa1 ng
id :i. a 3. og bet ween t h ose o-f us w ho have f 1own :L n space „ Th is v :i. si t
evo3. ved f rom an ear 3. i ar t r i p to hioscow wh :i. c hi I mada i n t hie sum rnar
of 82 n I n pr a parat :i a n t ar t hiat f i rst vis:i. t I c:l iscussed wi t h a
n u m ber o f t or mer astronauts t he i r :i. n t erest i n mv ex p1or i ng t he
i dea w i t h some ot t he Cosmonauts we had come to k now « Th at
r espoi"ise hei n g at -f :i. r ma t i ve 3! met an c3 d i sc ussed t hi i s con c:ep t wi t
Leonav , 8evast i anov , Ye1es:i. ev 9 an d Greo ii k o „ They were su p por t i ve
an d i nd i catec:i key i n d i v:i. d ua 3. s j. n t he i:;> ov:i. et hei rar r:h y w hi ose
suppor t wou1d be essen t i a1 i n t ha:L r be:L nq afa leto m ve f or ward n

J met with those people and , in a meeting immediately subsequent
to m y depar t ure , t or ma1 ap prova1 tar Cosmonaut part :i c i pat ian was
gi ven h"*r :i.ar to my depar t ure f or t he U8 a shor t 1 i st ai act i ons
was assi g necJ t or each si de <Leon ov and 3! responsi b1e ) wh i ch wou1d
3. ead (:o t he nex t step , i „ e „ „ a j::)1an n1 n g meet i n q i n w h i c h a 1ar q er
q r u.p f rom ea c:h si de wou1d par t i r; i pate « That p1an n i n g meet i n g
too k p1ace i n Mar c:h 83, agai n i n t hie USSR ,, w i t hi M J. ke , Ed an d me
meet i ng w i t h Ye1 i siev ( now i n t he 3. eaci ) , Leonav , Savast i anov „ and
l<ubasov n The agen cia an d resu11s of t he meet i ng are enc 3. ased
seperate1y t or your revi ew n

i i

As agr eed i n 11* ie Mar * c::h meet i ng
ta t he i i rst 51 an n ua1 ‘! meet :i. n g apen

t he nex t s (:ep i n b ui1d i n g
to a11 who have i':1awn in spac:e

( P1arietary Gon gr&ss oi Space Ex p1orers ( ? ) ) wou1d be a t i na1
p1an n i n g meet :i. ri g t h is f a11 i n t he LIS w i. t l"i 5 ar sa a11en dees t rom
each group „ Thiis meet i n q was sc.hec:i u1ed t or t he Than ksg i v i ng
wee ken ci an «d p1ans were bei n g fina1:i. z ed wh en t hie Korean Ai r1 i ner
;i. n c:i dei"i t oecured « It n a c:on f er- ence ca11 bet ween mo t ot t hie
3. i ke1y LJS par t i c i pants ( hi i ke , Ed , 7om 81aiiar cl , Deke S1ayton , and
i je u Ger r y Car r be3. n g unavai1ab 3. e ) we agreec3 t hat i t wou1d be
:i. nap prapr i ate t ci con t i n ue wi t h t hie p1an n ed meet i n g an d t liat .i t
shou1d be post poned B

Sov i. e‘1:s an d a cop y i s enc 3. osed „
T!"i i s rnessaqe wa C Om m un i cated to t he



0n a seperate trac: k w© haci he0n pursui ng th0 i ssu.0 of
af f i 1 i at i on w i th an ‘1 umbre11a 15 organ i z at i on , a sub .j0ct w I”) i c:h haci
b ©0n rai s©d at th © Astranaut br i ef i ng i n Houston at th0 0n d of
A j::) r i I « Th i s possi b i 1 i t y ( aff i 1 i at i on ) had be0n consi der©d f r0m
t hi 0 beg i ri i ng but unt i 1 the Astra for i. 0f i ng i n A pr i 1 S3 had been
r0 j0c10ci as an i n :i. 1;i. a1 rnoda1 i t y on the bas:i. nr> that t hos0
par t i c:i pat i ng shou1d ci0t0r rn :i. n0 th 0 d i r0ct :i. on c;; ta ken i n t h0
sh ap x n q o*f t hie conc0pt rat her tha n sorn0 (3utsi de i nst :i. t ut i on «

N0v0r t h010ss> 0v0n t ua1 af f i J. :i. at i on w i t h an 0stab J. :i. shi0d i nsi:. :i. t ut i an
I 'i a ci r0ma :i n 0ci a possi b i I i t y «, Af 10r t h0 A p r :i. 1 br :i. 0f :L n g w0 dee i ded
t c.) mav0 i m rn0d i. a10 J. y i n t hi i 0 d :i. r 0ct i on r 0 <3p0c:t i n g t he conc0r n
0x p r0ci;sed t hat n 0t w i. t h IF;tan d i n g t". hi 0 d :i. 3t j. n c:t i on b01w00n t ho30 who
1»up|")or10ci t h0 conc0pt t h roug hi par t :i. c i pat i on a ri d m0m b0r Bh i p a n d
t hos0 who eI 0c10d ta hav0 not h i n q to da wi t h t h0 :L d0a , t her0
wc:> u1d b0 i rnp1 i 0d 3uppor t by a j. 1 :i. f t h0r0 w0re no !!umbr01la"
3pan3 rsh i. p „ Af 10r c:onsi d0r i. n q s0v0ra1 a1 l:0r nat i v0 HE>
ap pr oac:h0ci t hi0 A mer i c:an Acad0m y of Ari3 an d Sc i en c03, t h 0 b road er
ba30d ( inc1 ud 03 1 i t0rat ur0 „ h i 31or y «, p h i I o3op hi y „ 01c « ) o1 d 0r
13i s10r of t hi0 Nat i ona J. A c:aciemy of Sc: i 0nce3„ Fo11owi n q
0x p1or atar y d i 3cu. c;3:i. cr> n cs x ri Ma y 83 and a m001i ng w x t h t h0
Pi"'0sx d0n an d Ex0cut.i v0 S0cr01ar y :i. n Aug u31 ( '? ) , w0 w0r0 x n vi10ci
t a p r030nt t h 0 c:on •:::0pi; to t h © Acad0m y 's Gov0r n i ri g Counc i1 at
t hi 0 :i. r 30rn i. an n u.a1 m001i. n g on N c::» v0mb0r 9 « Th0 Acad0rn y 100k t hi 0
p ropa3a1 un d0r c:an3x d0rat i on an ci estab1 i 3h 0d an ad v:i. 30r y
c:om m x 1100 to o110r aci vi cc0 an d c:0nsu J. t a t x on to u3 on r" 0q u0st a nd
to r0com m0n ci a c0ur30 ot' act :i. on to t he Acad0m y at t h0i r n 0x t
m001i ng , W0 ar0 awa x t i ng ih0 Ac:ad 0my '' s n0mi n00 10 (:. hi e aci v i sor y
cam m:i11ee at t h i IF; t i m0 „

we

At this time, therefore, we are at the point of reconvening the
f i naI p1ann x ng m001i nq to mov0 ah0ad wi th th0 f i r st of tli0 annua1

T hi0 ta3k at t hi i3 f i na1 (:.)ianni ng m001i nq wi i1 b0 toCongresses „

f i. i. i. x n th0 gaps b01ween th0 agreem©nts wh:i. c:h cam0 out of th0
•f i r31 p J.arin i n g me01 i ng and t h0 nec033ar y sp0c:i f i c of ag0nda,
1 og i31i c:IH;, i:i m i ng , etc « , wh x c:h mast ex i31 to mave ah0ad w;i t h t i"ie
•f i rst Congr0c:;3 n

F0bruary to a11ow ad0qu.ate t i m0 fo1-“ pu J. 1 i ng toget h0r“ a 1a10
su rn m0r Conqre0;3 «

I b01i0v0 w0 shouJ.d iook toward a rn001ing i n

.in ord0r to rn0v0 ah0ad both wi th the p1ann x ng me01ing and thi0
First Annu.a1 Congr0s3 i! wou1d 1 x l<0 to i<now of your i n10rest and
opi nion 0n thi:i3 in:i.tiati ve„ C10ar1y i.t :i.s c:oritrov0rsiaJ. „
h Iow0v0r, I wou1d ugqest thiat :i. t is pr x maril v contr“ov0r3ia1 out
0f m i.3unci0rstand:i.ng and/0r pr03umpt:i.ori, not out 0f knowledge or
understand!nq ,, Therefore, i n order to obtain thoughtful i nput on
thi is ma110r I hav0 d0c::1 d0d to tak0 an act:i.on whi i ch 1‘ hiav0
j:iurJDo3e1y avoided u.p to this poi nt „ x n ord0r to avoi d
misunderstandinOn .It's a bit of a catch 22 « Mike., Ed and I have
consc i ou-Hi;l y avox d0d d0fin i.ng th0 basi.c pur1:1os0 of th0 x <dea anyt
d01ai J. i r’i ord0r to a11ow thi0 j:::<urpo30 to 0m0rg0 from th0 proc:031=;
as mor0 p0op10 b0come :i. nvo1v0d « And th:i.3 is most c:0rtax n J.y what
3hou1 ci hiapp0n « How0ver , thi0 3.ack of sp0ci f i c: d0-f i n i. ti on hia3
caused u.nc:erta:i.nty :i.n 3ome quar10rs and dawnright 3usp:i.cian i n
othiers« Th0r0for0„ whii10 3.’ b0J. :i.0ve very &trong J.y that thi0 cop0



and purpoSe af th© Congress of Spac:e Exp1arars shou1d on1y emerqa
from tha tota1 cjroup of those partici pa11ng , 1' am i nc1 LAding
herein a draft at such a statement
:i.t shou1d foe a 1 i ving statemen1, ref1ecting the interests and
thoughts o*f all those committed to the idea of such a Congress,,

with the strong caveat that

After i'
_
evi ewi ng th& historica1 docurnentation enclosed and

considering the statement of purpose, I would appreciate hearing
from you at your ear1 iest c:onvenience» 1'n order to provide
specific information to meet our needs in moving ahead with the
p1anni ng meeti ng and a1so t.o invite your fu11 comment on this
matter 1 have enclosed a short list of questions on which I would
appreciate your rasponse-except in aggregate, and even then used only in
setting the agenda, timing, and other logistics
ref].ect your inputs«

Your answers will be held in privacy,
the context of
of the meeting to

I appreciate your thoughtful comments,

Rusty


