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DALE THOMAS McKI NLEY. the A!~i cal'l Na tio l'lal Col'lq n u i n

Ex..ile: strateqy a l'ld tactica 1960· 1993 (Ul'Ide~ the di~eotiol'l

0'
D~ . Catha l' ine Nawb~ryl

~,~

Th i s dissu "t e tion i s ~bout the st r uQ91e f o r the

n... t ional liberation of South Atric My invest i 9~ t i on is

ce nte l'ed ... r ound the s tra t eqy ~nd t c tics of th.. m... i n

liber ... t ion o rqanizat icn, t he Atric~n " a t i o na l Conq res s

(ANCl , ~nd its a ll i ance p ... rtner t he South Africa n COll\lrlun i st

Pa:>:"ty (SACPl . The core of the s t~dy covers t h e per i cd 1960

19 9 3, a t i",e, with the e xception of t ha l as t t h:>:"e e ye a ts , in

which these o t qani r at ions wera o tfi<:::ially ba n ne d b y t h a

white minori t y apa:>:" t he id qove t nment. More precis ely, this

study se.. k s t o pro vid e a ctitica l !listorica l a n al ys is or

t hose st r ateq y and tact ics with i n t he e s eeroa i r eee

(i n te r n ilt i ona U ze d l e nvt r cneent wi t h i n wh i c h t h ese

o r q a n i za t i ons ope rated.

Th e ana l ytica l hear t of thill diss" rt iltion revolv..s

a round a cruc i ally i denti ti .. d di alec tic of s trugqle . It i s

the d i alec tic be t we en the o b j ect i ve c:ondit ionll withi n wh i c h

the ANC and the SACP cond uc ted thai r liberation struqqh a nd

t he subje<::: tive c hoi <::: <1 o f lIt ra teq y and tactics t he

o r q ani za t i ons pu r s ued . Sp ecial f o <:::u s i s ',liven t o the r o l e of

leadersh i p . Analys i s o f t he pe riod aft" r t he 1 9 90 unbanni n q



~nd the consequent i n t e r na l ruuscit~tion of the

orqanizations ... i ll serve to show the most i ....edi~te results

o f such a dia lectic .

By showinq how t he liberation orq~nizations have

r es ponde d , bo th pro ~nd re-actively, t o the chanqi nq

h isto ric a l cond i tio ns unde r ",h i c h t hei r struqqle has

labored, a rtluch cle~rer p icture emerqu or the co nne c tio n

be t ween choi ces a nd possibilities . Thi s approach reved s

"'-\lch ~bout the ways in which r evol ut i onary l e ade r s hip

interp re ts and acts upon bo t h the s tructur~ l condi t ions that

con t e lt t u ali ze the s truqqle t hey l .. ~d , a nd t he r ole of aqency

which seeks to c h anqe t hose condit ions. Consequently, the

rich a nd vari ed a c ti vi ties of ~he " ra nk- and - U le" are

hi .,hli ., h t ed as fundament a lly i ntequl to an llnderstandinq of

bo th a c t ua l and potent ial ou t come s o f s teuqqle .

Theou.,h this stud y I intend t o show that t he dialect i c

o f Sout h Africa ' s n ~ tiond liberat i on s t ruqqle has , d....pite

po t en ti al ~ ppearances to the conteary, seriously unde nnined

t he basi s fo e any qenuine realiz a t i on o f t h e ANC' s own

sta t e d q o d o f s t r uqq i e • national libeution toe the

" teans ttl r o f power t o t he pOl op i e. "
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CHl'.PTER I

I NTRODUCTI ON

A Loc ol Conti nuoll' This popu h'" , loqan bo r'l' ""..d t rom t h ..

Portuquese s t i ll holds its ....aninq at l east in one pa rt of

the world - South Afr i ca . Thr... hund r e d ye ars a t te r t he

nnt settlers arrived at the i ronically named Cape ot Good

Hope i n t he 16 00 ' s a stru9qle ot t r be r er r c n , varyinq in

cont.. n t and deqr .. e. ha s been waq ed withi n and outsid.. i t a

bor d .. r s . I t is a struq9le t hat hn followed the historical

mutat i on o f 'llobal mercant i l i sm, modern capi ta list

develop~ent and pene t r at ion. and t h ei r un iquely South

Af rican by-p r oduc es . I nfuaed wi t h a ran'le of often

pe cul i a r l y dis tinc t r a c ial , n ational, and class con flict ,

the a t ru'l qle f or l i be ra t ion i n South Af. i ca has provi d ed an

endurinq s ource of inspiration fo r o r dina ry people t he world

o ve r a s well a s r iveting materi a l for academic ana l ysts.

Thi s study i s about that stru99le and one of the

orqani ~ations tha t has now com.. to occupy c en t er ata qe, t he

Afr i can Natio nal Conq r ."s (ANC). The Core o f my inve s tiqation

revol ves a r ound t he at r a t eqy oInd t a ct i c s of rhe exter nali ze d

ANC and i ts a l l i a nce partne r . t he South Afr i can Communis t

Party (SACP ) ' , with special focus on the h at two decad es.

Th e t i me frame ot this study ends wi t h the a greement fo r the

installatio n of a Transi t i o na l Exe cu t ive Counc il ITEC) in
1 993 . (The TEC . e p .esented t he tr,msitiona l

ins titutionalized f orm of the ne"o t iated polit i cal

set t l ement fo r qed be t ween t he ANC oInd the ruiinq (wh i t e)

Nat i onal PoIrtyl. The shore-lived ' rule ' o f t he TEC and the

subse que n t victor y of the .llNC in the Apri l 199 4 e l ections

siqnal.a a qua litatively distinc t e ra i n the histor y o f t h e



,
SCCl t h Ateie",n s t r v q gle whi c h r " ..dna op e n f o r tucure

, . ,
",n~ ... Yus •

t he ana lytical hur t o t this disse r t ation eeveivee

around t he d ia l e c t i c betwe en the tluid ob)ective

l s t r uc t u r al l condi t ions wi t h in Wh i ch the I'.NC and t he SAC P

conduct ed t he i r liberation strugq l e and t he cho ice of

strategy and tactics the orqan iutions (w1t h speel .. l focus

o n leade rship I pursued . By "'!'Iowin <;l h ow t he l ibera t i on

move ment h .. s re s ponded, both pro - a n d ce -activel y , to the

c ha n gin g hi $ tcrical cond i tions und er wh i c h t he ir s t r uqq l e

has h b o r " d . .. OIuch d eare r picture "me r q <l " or t he

c o" n ec t i o n between cho ices .!l nd poss i b l lit i . s.

Such a n approach r eveals much about t h.. ways i n " h l eh

revo lu t iona ry l e a de rshi p i n t erprets and acts upon bo th the

structural condition, that cont.."tua 1t :e the struggle they

had , a n d the col.. of a'l..n c y whl o;h see ks to chan'l " thos ..

conditions . Consequently, the r i ch a nd varied ac t i vit i es of

the 'rank- and- fi l e ' at.. highlighted u fundamentally
i ntegra l to an unde rstand i ng of both ac tua l and potential

outeo.,es of H ruqg le . I n th i , way, a nalysis heco....s lIIOr e

t han j u s t a n i n t e ll ec t ual exerc i se in methodological

construction and a pp lication of theor y - i t can ho pefully

become both a ba s i s for f u t ure , cri tically~ info rmed

i nt elle c t ua l inves t i'lat ion, and ernpowenn'l fo r t ho,e to who m

it is di rected , '

Th e i n c lus i o n of the p etiod af t n the Febmary 199 0

unbannin <;l of t he ANC and i t s internal resusc i Ution wi ll

serve to , ho w t he most illllllediate r e s u l t s o f sucn a

dia.l flct ic . ay a ssochtion t h i , app roao;h is q rounded i n a n

Obj ective/subjective plane of anal ysis, or to pu t it in more

pr a c tic al tetllls, a c OJllb i nat ion o f structure and s t r ug'l l e ,

Thr o ugh such a srudy I i n t .lnd t o show that this dialectic

has, despite appe ar a.ncu to rhe contrary, unde rmi ned t he

basl s fo r any 'lenuine r ea l iut i o n of t he ANC' s o wn s t at ed

goa l o f struqq le - na tiona l liber a t ion for the 'transfe r o f
power to the p..ople'.'



a

on a .. lde ' lev"l. t h i s t he s i s h.s r el e v a nc y t o

situations beyond the c onHnes o f South Af rica . Al t hQ",gh the

ANe ' . s t ruggl e possesses its own distinct his t o r ica l

characte r is t ics , any contempora ry l i ber, t i on s truggle i n t he
' Th i r d Wo rld ' wi ll also II""" to dea l .,ith lln l nt e r n " tio n . l

envi to~ent where cap i t a l i sm (a n d its ' fre .. market '

poli tics } wr eak havoc .C[OSS t he globe and wheu t h e mass

mobil i za t ion nflces sa.y to <l Hect qen\linely t r i ns !or=a.t i ve

l ibe r a tio n no 10nge . (c ent n U y) [evol ves a round the ba r rel

of a qun .

Since t he 1963 !livonia deba cle, where . b .ost the " nt i n
se ni o r leade r s h i p of t he AIle was at tested and s ubse que n t l y
i mpris one d , t he ANe ope r a t ed pti~rily as an externally
bued lib e u .t ton :oove lllent . Although SIIC h e lltern, li ution lias

been ,;:ommon to ",..ny .. conte",porary l1be n tio n IlOveme nt', t he

ANC' s C"Se i s s pecial for .. nWllber of r e" s o ns :

• t he si'1n.. l f .. i lure o f t he ANc t o d e velop a
c o hes i ve and v i ab l e int e rnal i ndepe nd e n t
o r '1..n ira tional pre s en,;:e u p until its unbanning
in rebruary 1990 (t ile 'front' a l lia nces wi t h
tude u n i ons ..nd the United Demo c r a tic Fron t
wor ) d o not q ua li f y as s uchl ;

• t he f a i lur e o f t ile ANC' s ..rmed s t r u gg le t o lIa ve
a n y signi f ica n t ",i l ita ry imp..ct on t he enemy .
To be sure, t he obj ective physical conditions
of Sout h Af rica and comp l e l< r eg i onal geo 
po li t i cs combi n ed to presen t t he ANC wi t h
s eriou s b ..rr iers to establi s lli n'1 a nd sustainin g
a classi ,;: guerril h s nuggle whi ch t he WC had
opt ed f o r . ft e r i t s bann i nq and t he for.aat ion
o f . n U lnad wi ng , UlIIkho n t o We Sitwe (Spea r of
t he Nat ionl;

• the ' s uc c es s ' , and ~ount o f human and Material
reSOUrCeS e xpe nded on o ne o f the ANC' s s t .. ted
strategic pillars o f s t r ugg l e - i nt ernat i onal
i s o i at i on of t he ilputllei~ e'1illl4' ( t he
s anct ions campaiqn is a p r i llle ex~ple l . Th e
succe ss o f this s t n uqy certai nly quali fie s
t he ANC as the IIIOst i n te r na tiona ll y s u ppo r t e d



•
.and r~qnl1~ Ub. u otion _ .... !Dent in .ada r n
tim•• •

In a ddit i on t o t he . bo",e , t~ lIi q ll level o f

l n t e r ll<l c i o ne l ...p i t a l i s t. eeo no.ie penetntion o f t he SO<Ith

Att i c,n e e<:ono. y coooblnR .. i tll i tl ~rC.l"ed s tnt e'l l<::

t.,porunc:e tl.as ..d e South IIf r1"a .. pa rtu:ul a rly i _ c t. . llt

... '1'10 .... 1 p h y<!t tli lllll y dep"ndeM 01\• • I'd vu l n e rab h t o .

i nt . r n. r io.... l poli tical and ero-.it p roee l ses . The prll . e ne.
o r t he ineq1.1itable aparthe i d syn•• has f llrth er ~nt rlb11tecl

t o a n i n t e r-na tic" . l c: l1N t e o r in t ervention. d~it

ca r c \lIls c r l bed ;n IIlOSt. e1 rele. by eceecere . nd politic. l
••1 t · j.nt ll r e s t .

Al l o f these t ac: t orl poi n t to~rd t l'le ne-.:l tor.

c,*p rlthensive analys!.\< o f the A/tC 's s tnt eqy and t lltti cs

.. tthin iln e"te rn.lized (i n t e r na t i o n Al i zed) e n v irOI\lll/l n t. . SuCh

en a naly s i s " o ul d \I. e m t o be d lue tly "leva n t t o t he lis t

t wo dec ades, .. time o t • • r iou, u~h.,"al I n bo tll t ile

i n t e r na t i o n.. l en" ironme nt a n d. til e i nter nal .si tua tion In

Sou tll Atr l ca . I t Wa S dur in9 t h b t i .... ~er iO<1 Wilen t ile ANC

9a 1n.d int e r national Ilnd domes t ic recoqn1tion/~ro.. i nenc& as

t ll& ' 1..,d i n9 ' SO<l t ll At r iclln libea tio n or qan i ut ion.·

Such a p r oj e c t will revea l aucll a oou t t he pact i c d

po li tic s and s u a teqLe dec i s10n· .. k1n q ot the ANC Ilnd its

l e ad e rsh i p , o per a tin q with 1n an Int t rnaUo na l s yste. whos e

..1n pl .. ye rs pon.s s tll.1r QWn spec l t i c aqend •. I ndt~, the

ava r . " p " n d 1n9 ;>e ne t rlleton o t a ' n... world o r.:!a.. ' c ap i tl 1iu :

lI>ternationaol pol1tical e<;OnQllly with . 11 I t s atUnd.an t

U ehnoloqic a l . a1 li t " ry, and t i nanc i al sophi s tica tion anet

1l.l.9 h t . r" i s . s . erious qUa.tions c;oncernin9 the s t rllUqy a nd

tact i c;s o t a ny conteapora ry ' M t i o na l lIber a t ion ' .....-..nt .

n. vo l uainous l i t. rature tonc e r nlnq r e vo l utio n .nd

na t i o""l l1bea tion p r o"ld. ' Il Uch t h eoretic d ~d

~n,ctica l SOUrCe bac l<9 r0\1l1d t o r this p r oj ec t . I t is usatll l



s

to div i de tll is litullture into th r ee mai n traditions

a lthou",h t here ..a y certainly be varian t s o f what is proposed

he r e - M:a r~ ist , nOI'l-l'larxi s t . and neo - Ma rx i st .

It s eells only natura l t o beqin with Ha r x who s e

pioneering study ot revo l u tion has i nfl ue n c ed , in one wa y o r

another, a U subsequent wr i t i nq . IU thouqh mill'll' may question

the p r edictive powers o f clauical Har >< i s t theory there is

no do ubt that its analyticd PQwe r $till holds II g reat

d egree o f relevance . Mllex' , basic start ing point wa s what l'Ie

saw a s the his toric marCh o f chan",,, from o ne socio-economic

o rderlsysterl to anothe r ( s pec H i cdly fr om feudalism 

capi talism and capital ism-sochl i,.". Ma rx posited t ha t .

In the social prod<.lction o f thllir m\OlIns of
ex i stenc e men en t e r in to d e fini te . nece~~ary

r e l oa t i ons wh ich are independent of t hei r will.
p roductive relat ionships wh i ch correspond to a
definite sta'l e of develop",ent of their material
pro d u c t i ve fo rces. Th '! aqqr'!qate o f these
p roductive r elationships constitutes t h'! eco no mi c
s t ructure of society . . . It i s not t he consciousness
of me n wh i c h determines t he ir e Xistenc e. but. On
the ccntrsry . i t is t heir social existence t hat
detenines the i r consciousness . At a certain staq"
of their de ve l opme n t the material productive
forces of society co...e into contradiction wi t h the
e x isting product i ve r'!lationships . or. ,.ha t is but
a lega l e xpression for t hese. with the property
ee re etcee within whi c h they had moved before. from
the fo rms o f development of t he productive forces
t h e s e rela tionships are trans forJrled into their
fe t t ers. The n an epoch o f social revolution opens.
In considerin q such revolutions it is necessary
a l wa ys to distinguish between the material
r eVOlution in the ec ono...ic conditions of
produ ct i o n .. . a nd the juridical. politicai.
r eligious. a esthet ic o r ph i losophic - in a word .
i d e o l O<j' ica l f o rms whe"in !flen beco"" conscious of
this conflict and fight it o u t .'

In o ther word s . Marx believed that the conditions for

r ..volut ion occur when the economic capacities at a society

come into a fundamentoal conflict (cont radiction) with the

e x isting class s t r uc t u r e (what Marx r efe rs to as a • ...a teria l

r e volution· l . The possibilities a nd trajector ie~ of this
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" mate r i al eeve iuercn- however, are inex t ricably bound to t he

.." r a lle 1 "id eo loqical" struqqles tha t ta ke place bet...."n

peopl e. Thus, t he specific form a nd chau.e r er o f suCh a

revolution (r e voLu t ionary pe riod l tests on t he conte n t of

the act i v i t ies of those maki ng the r evolution ( i n c l us i ve of

all clas ses) wit ll i n .. par tic ular (ye t fluidl mater i.al

conte llc.
I n it s ac ute to nn , t h i s t r a ns ition can acqu i r e a

concent rated r evo lutionary fo nll. . " As I.en in put it. " t he

trans f er o f s t ate powe r from one cla ss to anothe r Cl.1S5 is
t he tirst, the p r i nc i pal , the be sic s 1qn of a

revo lution•.• , " " Th i s perspective of r evolutionary chanq"

e.an be sub -divided into a nwr.be r of cOOlphm..nta r y

r e quirements: a cl,Iptu r e a t t he ideoloqi""l leve l Or a

situa tio n where t he r \ll i nq c l ass has r e e e it ~ i decloqical

heqeftlony: a c reative \lp s u r qe in political a c tiv i sm on the

part on t he o ppr a s s e d classe s: " daa p HU\lres wi t h i n the

r u linq class a nd conflic t over how to solve them; l oss o f

unitary c ontrol by the rulinq s ta t e ova r inHrUlllent ~ o f

viol e nce: t he e xiH enc e of a political party capable o f

directinq and leadin'l s t ru'lqh . "

Wha t i s of q r ea tes t importa nce in the Marxi st

conce ption o f r evo l ution i s tha t there has t o be a radical

ruptu r e i n social r a lat i o ns, a r evo l \ltion i n class t e rms.

Ma ny ha ve i ntetpre t e d this tud i t i o n as be i nq who ll y

' structura l is t ' i n out look, whi c h in ,"y view is an a xt reme ly

narrOW read inq." Il.l t hou'lh Marx a nd Lenin both loc a t ad

IIIOde rn r evolut i o na ry Cha n'le within the o vera ll st r ucture o t
capi tali~t r e lations , t h ey constantly ni tarated t hat the

activ e conscious i nvo l ve men t of t hose who wera o p pressed

wc<lld u ltimately de t amina t ha characta r a nd di r e ction of

ch ang e .:> Le n i n 'la ve this conte n t by pr edicat inq the

" triumph" of r evolution in a s ituation whe r a " th.. 'lowe r

c Las s e s ' ( wor ker~ and unempl oyed) do not wan t t o l i ve i n the

old wa y , and the ' u ppe r clas~as ' (c ap i t al i s ts I canno t ca r >;y
on in t ha o l d way ... • • 1'
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Wh lle t h.ei r and ys is and practi.~e was qro unded i n a

s pecif ic 11.1"to<10..1 ..ater i d i s l fr amework, [ wou l d arque

t h at Marx lind Leni n aid not vie w revolut i o n as fo llowinq

s ome s o rt o f pre-de terlll ined course . but rather l oc a t ed the

' s elf-activity ' a n d crea tiveness o f t h e rf. volution p recisely

in t he prac t i ce o f trIo" " who make i t - t h.. oppres$ed. . It is

this recoqnitio n t ha t allows an a nalysis of t he condit ion s

wi t h- i n wlllch r evo l u tion...y act ivity t ake s place, t o

e n c omp a s s both objective and subj e c tive facto rs 111 a

c r e a t i v e and flui d wa y .

Marx a nd Le n i n also applied t he conc ept of social

r evolut ion (as t he n tuqqle to r e a lize social isl1 l to the

questio n o f t he s t r uq'l l " f or na t i onal libe r a tion . r Ot the m.

the t wo "'Ire ins ,"p a r ab l e. i h>l,. Lenin s ta t ed ,

The ... r evo l ution will be an e ra o f a whole ser i e s
ot ba t t les ... o n al l e~1\O",1c a nd. poli t ical
questio ns i nc l udi ng na tional questions . It is the
r esolu t i on o f the SWll o f conflicts s telMl i nq t rom
all these unresolved i ssue s thn wi ll prod uce a
s oci",l revo l ution . .. ",11 de lllOcrnic d elll<lnd s
( includinq! the s elt- detenlli natiOn of nations,

mu s t be rounded ott and uni t ed 1n t he de lll<l nd f o r
r ..volutionary . t ruggll' agai ns t capi talis m. : '

I wou ld .uggest tha t t hi s Pl'r ,pl'ct ive incorpo ra tes bo t h

t he d i f t- rences and :o.u tua l ity ot na tional liberation and

s ocia l i . ... WhH e Mau and Lenin pointe d t o the class content

a nd limi t ed c lai..s of na tional libera tion i n thl' mode r n e ra.

o ne ot t ~e wea kne s s u o t thl'i r a na ly.is Wa S the l a c k ot a

t u l l a p precia tion o f the ro le t hat pl'asants (as oPPosl'd t o

t h e urban working c lass ! miqht play i n t ome nU nq and

c a r r yin q t h roug h with nationa l libe ra t ion s t . uqqles .

Si..ila r ly. t hey .... re unabh t o t oresee (and thus analy~e !

the future intensi t y and SCOPIo ot s trugqle s t hat centrallY

i n volv ed i s s ues of : aCe a nd na r row l'Ia e iona l ism. However.

their centra l argumen t wa s tha t there can be no ..eaninqf u l

n at ion al libera t ion .. i t hout a s i mu ltan eous struqq l e aqa i ns t

what ehey Sa w a s the r oo c o f nationd o pp r e s sion 

cap i tali.m and i mperialism. I n Sho r t. t hey argued tha t



•
nat ional l iberation li nflue nc e d or driven by whatever

d elllOqraphlc and / o r culturally specHc t "otou) wou ld be

l i t t l e more th an a political s hi t t of the r ulinq cIa.."
w1thollt a cone"pondinq transtomat i on i n so<:ial ce r at Icns ,

wi t h out a class r e vo l u t i on .

I f we v iew Marx i st theory i n the wa y described a bove .
t h e n we can 5yte",a t1<:a l 1y analyze p ut and onqo i nq s oci al

struqqles t h r ouqh a comple" lens tlln allows us t o

inc isivel Y i n t e r p re t both til'! ob jective (s t r uc t ure ) a nd

subjective (!t r uqqlel . W" wi ll ets c ne ve the t ools to

inve sti.q a te a nd analyre the di ffuences and Olutuali t y o f

revolut ion and na t i onal lib"rat ion . I wo u l d arque. t ha t t he

c o mbi natio l'l of Marx and Len in's t he o r etical a nd sttateqic

c ti tiques o f capita lism , qrounded i n p r actical s t ru ggle s f or

an alternati"e s ocial synem, are lIlOre rele" a"'t tlla", e"er .

th i s re l evancy is g r ou"'ded i n t hree si..p l e , yet

f undamenta l t easOn s : H r s t l y , t he materialist bas is o f Ma r x

..nd ~nin's a nalysis and strategy, b y pointing to t ile

m..teria l fo u nd" t i o ns o f a ll human i nte r e c tion and conflict ,

re.... i ns central in our a t t e lllp ts t o unders t ..nd and analyze

s oci a l p rocess" s; s e condly, si n ce "arying f Omls of

c a pi U li s ," continue t o r epresent (as the y ha"e f or t he past

c e ntury) the domi nant 'cha r ac teris tic ' o t " a tio"a1 a"d

Q" l oba l poli t i cal economy, a c r itica.lly infor:oed Marxist 

Le n i nist perspecti"e a l Lc...s a more ...holi s tic a n alysis and

i n"esti.g.. t ion o f soc i a l s t r ug Q" l es tll" t t " ke pl a c e" ; a nd

lastly, as applied spec i fically to the histo r y and 'po s t 

l i beratio n ' p <ac t ice of nat i on.. l liberation 1I0 " e men t s , Marx

and Len i n 's arqulllents c o nce r n i n g t he po l i tical economy of

111lperialism a nd class h.."" been bor n .. ou t in p r a c tice . a this

s t ud y ..i l l exp l o r .. the ex t e n t t o whlch t he rele "ancy of s uc h

theoretical and s t ta t agic pe rsp ect i ves apply i n t he c a se o f

South P.!r ica' s na tion"l l1be<at l on st t ug gle .

Non-Mar xist thec <les of tevolut i on virtua l ly i qno r e the

dialectic of struggle that is central to this " t udy .

I ns t e ad , t he theontical st..tt inq po in t h"" i nv .. riably
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focus ed o n the individua l or a soeia1 collec t i vity thereo f,

u .phlls ir i nq i nd i vidud/ collecti ve valuu wi thin a structural

fu nct ional is t s oc i olo'l ; <:& 1 pe n pe ctive Is e e Johnson, 19 66;

Gu r t . 1910). For t heo ri sts U ke c uee , u vol l,lt i on revolves

aroun d t he charac te r i nd de'lree o t peopl e ' s I a s pOnS"., to

what he calls 'relative d e priva t ion'; revo l ut i onary activity

is thus reduc e d to how the frust ra t i ons and ange r of certain

s ectors of t he pOpUl llC<l p lay themselves out in a co n t ex t o f

response-counter response. Johns on on t he other hand
a t tempts to expla i n re volutions b y r efer e nce to (v iolent )

battles invo lvinq t he pol i tica l le<;Ji timacy of co re so <; i d

values, revolution becomes .. (pl,l rel c ompetition about

societal values between protag anis ta. 'the g e neral :ra",..wor k

fo r t h"ae no n- Ma r xis t appro ach .. a ae eS r evo l u t i o n as a

systemic disequilibriWII of normally s t able soc ial syS t ....s.'·

It i s sufficien t to poi"t ou t t hat the e x t r ..",ely n.. rrQw

fr"",e of referenc.. for these theor i"s!i .e. individua list,

uni-poli tic.. l ) cannot, in any wa y , 'l i ve a s ound analytical

..nd interpretive b..se fo r t he a tud y o f re vo lutionary

organi za tion and activi t y . AS ncee rcus schol a rs h.. v" noted

(Ka p lan. 1973; Aya, 1919 ; Skocpol, 191 9 ; Goldstone, 1982 1,

such t heorie s e ,...n .. te frolll a con t e xtua lly hostile Imo s tl y

Cold W.. r ) view of r evo l ut i o n and r evQ lutionary change; as

such . they provide little in the way o f furth e r

und e rstanding of the subject and ita ' o r d i na r y '

pa r ticipants. Mo r Ro ver t heir a p proach al~st completel y

igno r es t he structural cont ..xt wi t h i n whic h revolutions t a ke

place aa well aa the role and mot i vation of those t hat are

oppressed . In my v iew thes" t heor i ..s r ..pre s ..nt li t tl .. mo r e

t han theor"tical const r ucts bound up in wha t Can on l y b ..

called a cultu r al detumini am. It can t hus be app r ..cia t ..d

why s uc h tneor t e .s have lost their applicability It they ever

ha d one.

Th" final body o f t he o r y concerni n.. r e volu tIon and

nat ional libera t i on t hat n ..eds t o be add res s ed, whi le haV ing

several ' bra nch..s ' t o i t , ta lls u nde r "'ha t I would broadly



cal l ~ neo-H~rxist fr ......work . As wi ll b ..C<l"''' clur, I choos..

the tena ' n ..o - Ma r x i st' b"ca\lse th ..s .. t h eoretical

contributions, whil .. borrowinq from cer t~in ~sp ..cts o f

Ma rx i s t (a nd Leninist ) th"ory, "nd up u tilizi ng decidedly

different ref" r"ntial ~nd ~nalytic~l t .. rr~ i ns f rom Wh i c h

conclus i ons about r"ve l utio n ~nd revo l ut i. on~ry ~ctivit ies

~re cer i vec .

Of this b road neo-Marxis t li. teu.tur<l probably the bes t

known wo r le s are those of Charl es Till y (978 ) a nd. Theda

SkoCpo l 119791. Tilly ut il i zes what has b" "n called a
'pol1tic41~confUct ' app roaCh t o t he stUdy of r evolution.

f e r Tilly, th<l .... in co",ponent fer understanding and

i n t e r p r e tin 'l revoiut ionary Situations a nd a c t i v ity i.s an

on'l0l n'l competition (con t es t a t i e n l for central political

power . Central t o this f r a"'e wor k is a dOllllnan t an41 yt i c a l

f o c us on participatory orqanizations (revo lu t ionary qreups

and the .. x is t i nq s tllte l, ..here the contest ev .. ntually

c reates an ~!ternaHve c..n ter of power (..u!tiple

so v <l re i q n t yl . Accordinq to T illy, revolutien wi ll s uc c e ed

when peepl e fi nall y ~obey~ t h i s 4lternative bedy . "

Skecpol 'l enerally a qrees with Til l y ' s f r amewo r k a s a

means to identify ~nd exp l ain some of the r " a s o ns for, and

ability of, the contendinq classes and their respective

organizat ions to act i n a r evolutionary s i t ua tion. However,

f o r Skocpol the dOll\inant facte r i n any analysis and

ex p i ana t i o n of r"vo l"t i o n is structural . 1\5 she confidently

states:

il.e ve luU o na ry s i tuatie"s have deve ioped d u e to the
eme r q enc e of po lit ico-military c ri ses o f state and
c l ass domination. And, only because of t he
possib ilities thus creat ed have revo l ut i onar y
l e a de rsh i ps and r ebelliou", masSes C<ln tributed to
the accomplishment of r evolutionary
transfermations . "

!lecaus e of this perspective, Skocpol re jects wh a t she calls

" purposive" Or · vo l un t er i s t " p erspecti v es e f revo l ut i o n (s he

identi fies a ~uni1inea{~ Marxi s m- Len i n i s D. as the pr ime
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e XiJllpLel , ..hic:h .. ~que tlla t politicd forma t i ons andl or DlasS

o rqani z;ations ac tive l y crea t e the condi tions f o r ro,vo LuUon.

Two othe r prominent fe atures of Skoc pol 's petspec t i.v&

On revo lutio n a te : th need t o h erot 1n a ~ t ransn"Uond~

p arspect ive; a nd a conc ept i o n of the sta t e a s a "coercive

and admini s tra tive ~ or g ani z a t i o n that is "autonomous :rolll,

b ut condit i o ne d by 50cio-e c:cnomi<:: i nterests a nd

s tructu res . "" In r e <;la r d to t he Las t po i n t . Skocpcl a t tacks

Marxism as adopt i nq a n " ins t rumental ist" co ncep t i o n o f the

s tate by i de n t H y i n q t h e s t a te as representat ive of the

dominant c l a s s es 1n soci ety . In he r \/i ew. t his does no t

a U ow f or ta i s i n q the possibi li t y of f unda...ln t al con f licts

of in t e res t b etween the dominant clas s es and t ll" " x is t i nq

state I p r u UllIa b l y i n revoluti onaty situat i o n" l , a s ituat ion

in which autonomy r e r equi r e d .

B.. .. i dU Ti lly a nd S~ocpol , t here are t wo othe r

t heore t i cal approaches th.a t !i.i1 wi t h i n the neo - Ha r xi" t

framework . Fi rs t ly, the r e are t he 'd..pendency/wor ld-sy" tem'

t heoris t s, repre sented by p eople U ke Andre Gund e r f rank

lt 969, 1979 1 a nd IlMI.lnual liIa ll e r n e i n (1 974 , 1979). Th.e ..a in

a rgumen t s ..a d .. c o nce r n t h.e ~ exte"t to wh. i c h. t h e so c i e t y in

que "tion i s s ucj e c t; to economic , Oli l Har y , or po li tical

pre ""ure " fro m o the r "ta t e s and f rom c h. a n ges in t h. .. wor ld

system. " ' , IIhi l e t he se theor ies do no t s pe ci fically

c oncentrate On r evo l ution" a nd r e vo l utio n a r y activity, lIlany

o f the argumen t s ma de conce rn i n g ene hi"torical geo-polHics

o f the ' Thi rd World ' (e .g . t h.e effects o f col on i ali s t trade )

a r e u leva nt t o a na l yse" o f re volution.

Secondly, the r e are those t h.eorists who se s t ud i e" have

h ighlighted t he r o l e phye d by the pea"antry / agrarian

c iae eee in revorue r e es (se e Wo lf, 1969; Paige, 191 $ ; and

S cott, 1 976) . Otte n arguinq that t he activities o f rural

population" have be en i gnored i n n udi .. s of r ..volut ion,

e ne ee theori "U ha v e attempte(l to an il ly ~e and inte rp r e t t h.e

specific r o l e o f p.. asants/agrarian c l a sses i n liberat ion

..ov......nt. s . The c ha racte r of i n t .. rect t cns with o t her c l a s s



fo.",at 10n5 (i n .;: l ud1nq th .. 5tn.. ) ill 'liven addlld ana l yt i .;:al

we i qht .

While the con t r i bu t i on" of t heori s t " 5uch a" Ti ll y ,
Wal l e r stein , and Scott .. re useful t he y al l , i n o ne way Ot

ano ther, are bounded by the i r own lillited f ra"e" o f
r e teren.;:e. t here can be lit tle do ub t tha t specifi.;: studie "

of o r qani rat i onal cOlllpe t ition, a q r a.rian chsses , o r qlobal

political econo..y , a s a.ppli ed to the s t ud y of r evo l ution,

are both a p propr iate a. nd helpful. How,, " .. r , nO n.. of eneee

theoret1ca l contribut ions can f undllllenu lly a.ddres s the

comp lexitie s of t h.. dlal e.;: t1.;: I hav" arqu" d is c .. ntral t o

ana l yz i nq a nd understandinq r evolutionary s ituation s ,

o r g an i U tio ns , and a.;:tivity. The on ly theoretical " t ud y of
: evolut ion t ha t .;:hims to make t he li n ka. g e be t ween s t r uc t u re

and s tru'1'1l e lobj e.;:t i ve - s ub j e .;:tivel , and thus pro"ide a ecee
'wholin i.;:' vie '" o f r evo l ut i on, is SI:O.;:po l' 5.

The " t r on '1 point of Skocpol ' s analys is is he r

i d e n t i t1.;:a t i on of th" c ent t alit y o f " t r uc t ur a l c o ndit i o n" In

i n t e r p r e t i n q eevctu r rcn . 1I0w,,"er, t he r e a re t wo r e ason" why

Skocpol's lIppro a..;:h ill both 11",it"d and , d " "pi te denialll 1:0

the contrary, instrumentalis t . rir" t l y, S kocpo l 's a llflO" t

s i n qu l at a. t t en t i on to, a nd definition of , t he .;:ha.racte r a nd

ro l e o f t he <au t o IlO<llOu,, ) s t a t e (a " con"tituitive of
'st tu.;:ture ' ), c 1raun".;:ribes her ab i lity t o f uli y i n t e r p r e t

tl'l<!l relati"" 1mpotta n.;:e and ' p l a c e ' o f the s t a t e . H<!I r

ar 'lum"n t c o nce r n i nq the au t o nomy o f the " tat .. 19 no r e s t he

discontinuities of both f o t1ll and pract ice <o f t he "tate l

t ha t aCCOll\pany paral lel " t r u .;: t u r al cha nqes in t he 'liven
50cie t y . Unlike 5 ko.;:pol, a Ha rxis t app r oa c h to the $ t a t e

a l l o w" us t o "ee t he aia1e.;:t i c (often ' f lexible ' )

relation"hip be t ween th" state and dominant classe s i n

va r Y1n'1 s oc i o- polit i ca l s ituat ions, a" w.. 11 as the

r evo l utionary possibilities of chan'1es to thll fom o f "ta te

Iwi thout de qenerat inq i n t o rllduc t10nism) . It 1S i nd i c a tive

o f Skocpo l 's own 1ns t r Ulllen t al i " m t hat she canno t t h llor ize

t he cont ex t ual possibi lities of chanqes i n $tate foms



(ultima t e l y r e fl ected i n prac r r ce r , whi ch in t u r n t ransform

t he cha r a c te r o f 'str ucture' ,

s eeondl y, Skoc po l ' s s t a t e -cen t r i c app roach producu an

anal ysis whi ch r educes tile ro l e of stru~qle 11. e. s u b jec t i ve
ac t i vity) to a component of either o r gan i a tion41

participa tion Or t he s tate. This reecceicruae theorizin~ is

thus nO t a ble to provide insiqh ts into t he myriad s t rug~ lu

o f the o r dina ry ' mass ' which a r e o f t en not the res u l t o f

o rqan i ational activity/ pfJ rt i cipa eion. Likew i se , the

fJc ti vit i e s ot the state, a nd i n part i c ular its r esponses to

r evo l utiona r y activi t y, become ana lyt i c a lly bound to a

structuralist i nte r p r e t a t i o n . LHe Johnson, Skocpol slid,.
i n t o a pe rspe ctive o f r evolutio n wh i ch sees competition

be t we en auto n o lllOus . t ructures a s t he prime f ac t or o f

a nfJlys is (a nd thus pers c r iption ) .

Othe r than this spec i fi c critique of Skocpol. there are

eve othe r s hor tco," i ngs o f t!'l.e neo- marlt is t fr....eworlt t h.. t , I

wo u ld ,lrgue ...r e essent ia l t o an y a nalys i s and understanding

of r e vo l ut i o n and revo l ut i o nary ..c ti vi t y :

• a lthouqh t here is t h", recognition of the
i mportance of inte rnat i ona l f acto r . (e . ".
Sltocpo l l t he emphasis is placed squarel y On t he
s t ate and the int", r na l ' soc i e t y ' a s the
recipi ents t o r such pres sures etc. Lit t l e
",en t i o n is ma d" of t he ereee e s of such
pr",ssu re./ activities on libe rat ion lDovements
the mselves (this ominion is of pa r t i cular
impor tance wi th regards to a movement . uch a s
the ANC which was p r<ldOllli nantly elt te rna l1 z ed l .
Comp.. c a ctve studi.. s of revolu tions neve .. Iso
exh i b i ted th i s t endency IGi b s o n , 1912;
fr i ..dl. ...nd , 1 98 0 ; Greene, 198 4 ) .

• wlli le the logic ot t hese approa ches oHers a n
an a l y t i cd dis tinction betwfl en r evolu tions a nd
o t h .. r f Onls o f pcli tic fJ l change (e . ~.

r e be ll.ions , cou p d ' .. t .. t s e t e . ) ~he cat egory o f
national libe r a tion is le f t ambi~uo",s. Thu s , i n
t he cas.. of t he Rhodes ia/Zimbabwe nation.. l
libera tion stru,,~le t llere wer .. a l l the
inqredients o f an idf!Olo~iea l pro~ram, ma s s
activ~sm, and politi c a l tra nsfo tlllation



e ce . (L e. o f revolution) but; no funda.... n t;a l
t ra n s fo rmat i on o f social r e h tions or c l a s s
struc t ure ." 1his h as led to an ana l ytical a nd
practical conHation of r evolution and n.. t i ona l
libe ration whi c h , 1 be lie ve. i s a ma j or f ailure
in n eo-Ma r xist ' r evolution ' literature. Wi th i n
a 'ne w' i nterna t i o na l si tuation where fo rces of
libe ration hce i n c rt" s i nq l y harsh obs t acles i n
ach i e v i ng radical seer.. l t r .. nsfO l'l!lation t here
i s the need fo r incisive theoretical ana l ysis
t ha t i e able to di s s ect lIteans and ends.

In addition t o theSe three traditions. the r e i s a rich
body o f sCho h r s h i p t hat f ocus e s on i m.per i a U s", a s central

t o a n y analys is o f revolutionary a c t i vi t y a nd po ten t i al

( Len in, 1935 , f anon. 196 3 , lIagdoU, 1969; Kelko, 196 9 ; Baran

& Swee ~y, 197 1, !W i n. 19 77 ; Sy~"",ns ki, 19 91 ; Choms ky'

Hennann , 19 79 ; C.. ll inic os . 199 11 . Although this body of

t heory i s by no means homoge nous i n its a pproa c hs o r

prescriptions, a r ecogn i tion and analysis o f i mpe r i a lis!ll is,

I believe , e s s e n t i al to a co ntemporary study of national

libe ra tion s truggle. I wo ul d a rque tha t the r e has be e n a

p remature and often con sc ious d isr"qard of the u s efUlness

and t e r c e of i mp e rialism a s an an.. l ytic a l tool i n r ecent

years.

Wi t h the co n tinued trans fo rmat ion of <jlobal capitali sm

and e nd l u s confl ict s around class, nation. and rac'! it

would only b e i n t e llec t ua ll y prudent to s us pend the ongoing

fune ral arr .. nqements fo r t h"ori"s of imp eri .. lism . These

theo ries provide a conc ep t ual a pparn us for explo r ing the

process of t ransnationali zation o f economic. polit ical,

ideo l ogical, and mi litary structures. By identi fy inq t he

lO<jic o f power and anal yz in.. t he act i vi ties of t hos '" wi t h

the capac i ty to exe rci s e t;ha t power On a <j l oba l s c ale ,

theories ot i tnPeria lism h a ve t rans c end..d tille-specific

appl ication. One weakne s s t ho u.. h , i s the t " nd",nc y to

o ver l oo k the ways in which i mp e ria l po licies affect the

s t rategies of exte rnal iled fi n t e r n a t i o",a li l ed l "'at i o na l

liberation movements. 'These issues wil l be deal t wi t h

f o r c efu lly i n la t er ch a pters.



One t i nal no te r evo l ves a r o und the c enn al ity ot
v i o lence to ,"ost s tud ies of r evolution a ry snug gle . Th is 1s

t he ces e with the wr it i n"s ot both revo l utionar ie s (e.".
Lomin , 1977: Giap, 198 0 , Gue va ra, 1987; Cab ral, 197 9 ) a nd

academics (Arendt, 19 65, Johnson, H6 6: Calver t, 1994,

Till y, i978: TurOk , 1980). ,lU t ho uqh it is true that some

l ev e l a"d d eqree o f violent con tlict is inhere n tly

associated with an y sort ot revolutiona r y s trugqle, other

non-violen t to [1llS o f activi ty t ha t .. iqht be uti lized by

lib eration mo vements are downplayed . I n the Case o t t he

ANC ' s e>< t ernali zed struqqle it then becomes clear that the

e ttec t i vene s s of, for e><ample , the financial sanctions

campa iqn wou l d have li ttl e i n t he wa y of an e><planatory

ba se .
As this s t udy will show, t he AllC/SACP 's strateqic

app r oac h to revolutionary struqqle, whi l e COIlllli. tted to ..rn.e d

struqqle fro m 19E1 o nwa r ds, wa s constituitive o f many

d if te ren t fo","s of non-vi o h n t actiVi ty . Followinq t he

str ategic and t a c t i cal ~i5tory of this struggle allows us to

See the conjuncture o f s tructural condi tions and subj ecti\'e

choices t h at l ed to the utili zation of nwnerous and

dif t ereing fonns at no n- v i o len t activity. I wou l d a r que tha t

it i s e sp ec ially imporU" t to give 1I0r e prominent analytical

priori ty to t he ac t l,la l practice and po tent i a l o t non·violent

revolutionary activit y given the chang ed in t ernational (and

national) envi r o M e n t s ince the ,"id~19 80 's."

Lookin'1 at t he W C

In sur veying the literature on t h e history of the ANe's

strU'1 .. l e t h e re e"erges a clea r di fferentiation be tween

studies con ducted by a cademic s and those by lINe
members/sympath i ze rs. In add i tion, the re has been a

proli t ..... tion of art i c l es (t ile vu t tll.a j orit y wri t t en withi n

South At rica) o n t he ANC since its ~llbannin.. in 1990.

Those a ca.de IDic s tudies that ge ne r a.ll y fa ll wi th i n the

' h i s t o r i oqraphy' ot the AIle cover, i n s ome detail, the



period up until t he mid-1 ge o' s ( Fe it , 1962: Wal llhe , 1911:

r~iedland, 1980: K. ~ i ll, 1983: Lcd"e, U83/lgeSI . The rcce r

point o t a l l the se .nalYlle s a~e on the i.nte~nal hillto~y ot
t he MC , t he eceesetc condition s t o whi ch i. t responded, and

hO.... these conditions have affected the o ~qan i. 1ation 's

s t r uc t u " e and proqu... There are t wo qe ne ra l shortcolllinqs
related to th i s literat",re: firs tly, litt l e men tio n is made

at the c entrally i llportant dialectic with whi ch thill s t \ld y

is c onc e r ne d" : s econdly, these wo rks are limited by the

time fra"es t hey cover , unable to analyze the f \l ll
hi s to r i c al pano r ama o t ~C polltics .

Simila r ly, s t ud i e s carried ou t by PlNC melllbers l

sympathizers tollow t he sa",e qenIOul l i ne IMeH , 1988;

Hol hnd, 19 89: Mbeki, 19921. As miqht be e xpected f rom s uc h

studies, there i s a gene r a l lac k o f both a cr~tical

pe rspective .nd any serious t heoretic a l g rounding ." It is

o ne o f t he more .. lorin.. gaps 1'1 the litera tu~ e deal1n.. with

the AIlC that these ' i n t e r nal ' studies rep ~esent the only

ava i h ble 'history 's ' o f t he ANC . Thi s situation only

r e i n fo r c es the dire ne ed tor a c r i tical histo~ical t rutlllent

o f the ANe tha t andyz IO S centu l i nue s of theory and

pra ctice, o f the nationa l and inte~na tional.

The few s t ud i es that have focused on t he ex t e r nal

environment wi t h i n which the NlC hu opera ted (Magubane ,

198 1 ; Po..e ~oy, 1986; Lod g e , 1988; Es t e r huy s e , 1990 1 do so

from. vuy genera lized {and often pu re l y descrip t ive I

pe rspective. Wh i l e Lcd..e ' s articl e eevee i e a ke e n

appreciation of t he conditions o f exile and their potential

e ff ec t on s t ~a t e..y and tactics, t he ..e ne r a l analyses a ..e

limited by both t i lle and theo r e t i cal depth. As a r esult ,

these s tud i e s are use ful f o r short-te rm i llumination but do

not offe~ a systematic p erspect i ve of the NlC 's

exte ~ na lized·CUlll- post 1990 strugql e.

Some of t h e more gene~a l ized l i t e r a t u r e on que rri lla

st ruq.. le and ex ile polit i c s (Gr undy, 1911 ; Jo hns , 1913;

Marc\llll . I H 8 / 1919 } is more helpful i n contextualizinq this



s tudy . Th... ,""st r ec e n t works t hH lIave dealt wit ll IINC

o r 'lani za t ional and armed n r u 'lq l e polit i c s (Ba r rell. 1990;

El lis ' S e chaba , 1992 1, p r ovide I,lse fl,l1 (a nd h e re t o fo r e

unava ilab l e l info r mat i on b l,lt rarely ve e cuee beyond t h e

d escr ipti ve .

Of the recen t litera t ure tha t lI..a fo llowed t he 19 90

un banninq of t he WC , the vaa t; ..ajo r ity fall s withi n t he

bounda ri ..s of co~rade1y orqani za tiona l c rit i que (e. q . Mbe ki,

19 91 ; Su t tne r, 199 2 ; Dumond, 1993: and in t h e pa 'lU o f the

Mric~ n COJMIlmi 5C a n d Work in Progress) ". Muc h like t he ir

.. a r lie r c ous ins, t h ese s tl,ld i e s r emain bo l,lnded by t he a u thors

political posi t ions and the specif1city of t i me withi n whi c h

t hey a re l oca t ed .

The r e a r e o t he r rec en t wor ks ICa ll i n i cos , 1992:

Al exander , 19 93 ; a nd article s in S...rclll igilt South Mri c.!1

wh i ch o f f e r po l emi c a l c ri tiques o f the M e t h a t , amonq s t

other t h inqs, r iqhtfl,l lly d r aw at t e ntion to o r g ani zations

t h.t h ave been i g no red as the M C has t aken c ent er st.ge . '·

As 1I\I,lch a s t h u e s t udi." f1 U a ga p by taisi n q cr i tic . 1

o r qan l u t iona l and stra t e qic que s t i ons abo u t t he /INC, t hey

too a r " li~ited by t he i r r " fer"nce points of t i lle and p lace

( i . e predo~inant ly p ost- 1990 and c c eee t rc t .

I t is onl y l o n q · time ANC ana l ys t Tom Lod g e ( 199 3) who

has p r esented one of the f e w s c ho l a rl y cont r i bl,ltions, a l be i t

b l"ie f , t h . t a t tempts to draw out t he l essons of t he ANC' .

e x ile ye a rs While simul t ane Ol,ls l y a s s e ss i nq its per formanc"

s ince i t s unbanning . Becaus" Lodqe' s articl e does not CO""

fro," ' wi t h i n ' t he ANC/ SACP i t allo ws f o r a som" wllH c r itical

interpre t at i o n o f t be activi ties of the ANC; a ll tile mon

i mpo r tan t to engend e r i nq he althy d eba tes and studies a r o und

t he o r qan i ution a nd l e. de r s who now hold dominant po li Uc. l

s way in seem Afr i c a (sollle t h i nq this " t l,ld y i s a ssociated

with l . Un for t una t e l y , Lodge do es no t o U e r any in-de p t h

analys i s o f pa"t a n d IlO r e r e cen t s t r a t e 'li .. s a nd tact ics o f

t h e ANC/SACP, whic h leaves a p r edolli nantly de s c ri ptive

contr ibl,lt i on tha t i s I,lse ful bu t ex t remel y Li mited .



s tructure and. Stru'lqle

As t o be e " p ec t ed , a study o f t his natu r e d r a ws

theoretic a l insp i r a t i on fro.. a .. ide var i e t y of sources . Many

o f tho s e who fa ll unde r t he broad ca t eqc r y of n"o·Mar "ism

ne ve provided e"t re me ly useful and impor tant i nsiq h t s and

quide lines fo r anaiyr ~nq and unde rs tanding r evo l utio na r y

o r ga n i r a t i o ns a nd practice. !{o ..eve r, I would argue that

t hese theoretica l cont r ibutions, i n one way o r anothe r, d raw

I>",,, ic sus t enance f r o m cl assice l Mar" i s t t heo r y . It

approache d and drawn upon in ... constantly f luid and creat ive

w... y , classical Mar" i s," p rovide s a breadth of r each that is

di f fi cult to s ur p a s s .

Ca sting a c rit ical glo ba l eye ove r the l as t decade a

s t r o ng case c an b e made t hat chssica l MarKi st t he o r i es

conce r n il'lq capitalis t soci ety, s ocial chanqe, and social

c o n fl i c t remai n a s r eleva nt a s eve r . Despite recent e vents

i n the tO rl'le r USSR and Ea s t e r n Europe , events that many see

a s proot of the b ankruptcy of Har"i sm, we only have to

c r i ti c a ll y l oo k at t he l a st tour years to reach a radica lly

different conclus ion . I wo uld ar q ue that ..ha t collap sed was

a h i"torically a nd spati ally s pec i fic po li tical and eececer c

system (c e n er al b ureaucratie cOlMlandis..l: a c ritice l Har" i s t

t h e o r y that into r ms a c r e a ti ve pr a"is under eve r - c h a nqinq

o b jec t i ve conditions ' e.... i ns rele vant.
Much as ha s be en t h e eaSe in South Atr ica to r decade s,

t h e Vast ma j or i t y of hwnani t y are ei ther direc tly o r

indirectl y sutfe rinq unde r a cap italist do.. inated political

ecol'lofllY . To t he e "tent t hat the,e have edsted, and co ntinue

to e" i s t , va r i a nts o t cl assic wes t e r n capitalist soci ety, so

too wi ll the sus t ainabil i ty of these ' s ys t ems' be d e penden t

on basic f r eedoms and mat eria l benO!' tit tor the vas t

majority. It wo u l d sO!'em h igh ly 1rr atiol'lal t o a nnOUnCe t hO!'

tiroO!'ly 'death ' of classica l M...r xism, spO!'c itically a s it

applies to revolution, whe n a l l a round Ou r qlobe i t is clea r

tha t there e" is t s thO!' r eal i t y o f capital ism and social



ecn e i re e . He t ein lies the d u. nob ility and utl.li ty o f

c l assical Ma t x i s t t he o ry : i t links ~the C' US,", a nd

cons e qu ences o f revolution direc tly to the h istorica l

e lfle r genc:e a nd transcendence of capit.lis... · "

Th i s does not mean t hat s t ruqg les t or libe ra t ion are

help l ess hostages t o the dominan t economic a nd polit i cal

structure, j us t as they are not mere l y r-e<:Iucible t o the

a c tivi ty o f individuals . Ilath er, t hey are ' c ond i t i o ned I;>y

c ha nging st ruc tural economic cond i tions, state eeec eee and

repress i on, i n terna t i ona l acts, imported i de a s, leadershi p

de b.. e e e , ,lnd e ffo rts to l ea r n f ro.. mist akn," " It . 5 this

combinat i on o f s t r uc t ure and s t r uqgle , set wi t hin a

h isto r ica l con t e xt tha t i n f o rms t h i s s t u d y.

I n sUbje ct i ng t h e s trateqy . nd tac tics ot the ANC and.

SACP to a c r i t i c a l, h isto r i c ally-info rmed. ana l ys i s , I have

a dopted a chrono loqica l a pproac h to "'y s tudy as the be st
means o f il lumi nating the d i a l ectl.c which i n f o r ms both past

a nd pre s ent strugg l e .

I n o r d.er t o p r ovi de the necessa ry histo r i ca l backqround

to this s t udy, t he s econd Cha p t e r prese n ts a br i ef r ec ord o f
c olo n i a l (bo t h Eng lish and A. fril<an er l c onque st a nd. t he

i n t r o duc tl. o n o f c api t a lisfl i n South A.tr i c a . It wa S within

th i s h i s to r ical mo l d t ha t t he African Nati.onal Co ng r ess a nd

t he South Af r ican Communi s t Pa rty we r e b o rn and the ir early

pol i tlcs shaped.. The s ubs equ e n t st r ategi c app roac h t o

libe rat ion o f both o rqaniza t ions i s i nve s t i g ated , c ast as i t

was aga i nst t h e backdro p of ongo inq worker mi litancy i n t ho

1930' 5 and 1940's. Mo s t impo rtan tly, i t wu t h" defe a t o f ,l

wor king c1au- 1ed sociali st a lterna tive, di rectly linked to

ANC a nd SACP s t r ataq y and tactics du r i ng these f o rma tive

ye a rs, t ha.t c ata.lyzed t he . i s " ot a.n ANC Yo u th Le a qUe

de termined t o solidi fy a decid"dly na.r r ow na t i o na li s t

app r oac h to st ruqqle . To qive conte nt to t!'l is perspe ct i ve,

the ANC You t h Leaque Prog rillMl" a nd the f' reedoll Char t e r are

critically analYled a lonqs ide the practi.c a.L s truggles waqed

d ur i ng the 195 0 ' s. I n an at telllpt t o c rit ica. lly as ses s this



per tod of s t r ",gg l " , the n h.Uve " sce ee .ss es ' are looked at

tn reference t o the ir mass con t en t and strategic qoals .

Chap t er 3 h i q hliqh U the per i od 1 9 60-7~ , with spe c ia l

fo,;:",s on the ro l e of t h e SACP . An ana l ys i s of rhe eve nes

l e ad i ng to t h e b anning, .. " ile , and t u r n t o anted s trugq l .. of

th" ANC and i ts aUi.. s t ak.. s coqni zan ,;:e of the power and

e ff e c t o f subje ,;: t ive interpretation and ,;:hoi,;:.. . Th i s is

phced within the con t e x t o f continuity wi t h pas t

stra tegie s, tne pr..vail i ng ob jective cc e e t erees a nd t h .. ro l ..

and p h,;: .. of ",," s s s t r ug g le . Similarly, the <:lUes tion o f

.. xte rnaliut ion i s analynd i n lJ. g h t of the geopoliti. c al and

mate r ia l real iti es hcinq t he Ube ration "",vemen t , and

quest ions posed a s to i ts pract i c a l e ff e c ts . Particular

at tention i s 'liven to the develop"",nt and cons equen t e ffec t

o f the SACP's t wo - staqe theory o f r e vo l u tion on the

s t ra teqic direction and co n t en t of t he libe rati. o n struqqle.

The importance and outcOmes of t he IINC' s 1969 Morogoro

(Tan z a ni a) c e nfe r e n,;: .. i s then d i scussed a s part of the

i nc r e asing hegemony o f SACP theory a nd s trateqy, point ing

t he way t o a n emergent c o ns i s t ency of the l oq i e and practice

o f an ANC-led s t ru" q l e f or n..ciona l U be n t i on .

Chapte r 4 begi ns by ca st i ng attention on t he structura l

econo..1C and soc i al cr ts is of ap<lr the id capitalism tna t

prOvided fert ile g,ound f or the s t uden t and wor ker s t r uggles

o f t h e mid-1970 's . The 1 9 76 Soweto up r isinqs are a na lyzed

wi.t h re f erence to t he varying ro l es p layed by the ANe / SACp

a nd the B1ack Co n s c i o us nes s Mo veme n t ; and the .. ffe,;:ts of the

resultan t exodus o f youth i nto the e xternal s t ructures at
t he ANC/ SAC P are exu i ne d . A resurgen t sabota'le c alIlp<lig n and

t he aparthe id st a t e's response are discus s ed wi t h r efe re nc e
t o an ANC s trategy fund amen t ally infus..d wi t h a bounded yet

COn t e s t ed ax t e rna B z"tion . Atte ntion ls 01150 paid to t he

issu e ot ANC /SACP relations wi t h prominent "ct ors on the
i n t e r nationa l s t a ge . Specific ....nt ion is made of t h..

"na lytic., l c o nt e n t lor lack thereof) o f libe ra t ion movement

s tra t eqy , and how this beg-ins t o subs tantive ly af f ec t the



di reo:;tion of strugqh. The cha p ter e l o se s "'ith a iook a t the

charao:;ter o f an i ne r easlnq l y mi li tant i n temal opposition

and the fonnat i o n ot the United DelllOcra ti<:: f r ont IUOfl.

Chapter 5 sp~c;iHcally deal! wi t h one o f the main

iss ues ta ken up in t his study, i, e , t he dia l ectic be tween

the ob jec;tive o:;onditions "'ithi n whi ch t h e ANC and the SAC P

o:;o nduo:;t ec:l their libera tion struggle a nd the o:;hoice o f

strategy and tac t i cs the organi zations puuued. Fo c u s i n g on

the mi d - 19 8 0 ' s internal uprisings , t he apn the id n ate 's re

a c t i ve attempts to 'cont rol' t he situation, and the

p roceedin,.s of t he ANC' !: Kabwe r:l:ambial Conference t he

discussion atte..pts to unravel a c entral ques t ion : how a n d

wh y were a s e r;,es ot int ensely radicai strugqles unde r

e xt remely h a rsh conditions ult imately und e rmined by movement

strategies that pu r po r t e d l y provided the basis tor the

rea H ution of t he aims of those strugqles? In addr essing

this ques tion , t he speciUc role of .. gency, in the form of

the l e adershi p of the ANC a nd SACP, takes center stage.

Concluding this o:;hapur is a b r i e f discussion of

international and reqional events dur inq the late 1980 's,

accompanied by a n analys is of the e ffects of these on both

t h e 11beta tion move,.ent and the a p a r t he i d state .

Depa r ting somewhat fro.. t he chronologio:;al sequence of

the stUdy, chapter ~ ta kes up the speo:;ific; iSSlle of the

intetnation al1 ution of the South Atrican libe r a t i o n

strllggle. He r e , the spotlight talls on the strateg i es a n d

practical activit ies of institutions of c apital le . q .

tinano:;iai sano:;t ions) a"d ho w these r elate to the poli tics of

an e xternalized nationa l liberation move ment operating

wi thin an i mperill Ust f rame wo r k. In doing 50 , the

continuities lind contrlldi<::tions o f ANC and SACP strategy are

profiled, p a r t i c lllarl y as t hey relate t o interl'llll ~mass"

constituencies . The lIIain public dOC\llllents rele ased by the

ANC dllt inq the l a t e L980 '5, teveal i ng an increasingly

sol i d ified co.... i tment to a negotia ted " r e vo l u t i o n" , lire

scrutinized wi t h i n ~ historical persp<lctive, as is t he



...e-nSi on :0 t he po. 1 H on o f Sollt l'l Afr ie.n ' r e s i de n t o f t he

r . fo nll u t l . a d. r of th. wl'llte a t no ri t y If. t i o n d '.rey, r .M.

o. Klerk .
Tl'te eon t.~t ll.L .iqnif ie.nc. o f Ce l<le d.'s .pe.<::h o n

r.~ru"ry 2. l U O is t h. Iu rtlnq poi nt l n <;h ..p ter '7 for

......s lnq the ' new' penod ot to.....1 ne 90 U " te<1 ' s t r llqq l . '

t l>lt it usll. r ed l tl . I n tu r n, til. s ui>sequ.nt do-.e . tl<:: . ad

l nt. rl\;l 1: i Ofl.ll r e s pons. o f the .I\I'IC - le<1 AI l hnee t o tile tirst

SU qe l of til ! . per iod is "nalyi ed lIs e onsUtllt i_ o t •

I'>lsto r 1<::ally lo<::"Ud stra t e q y o f ..ecollllllOdation whl c h s now

a captive of H s own loqic. TIk1nq the v"riou • • q r nts

b .twe.n 1: ha A l l i a nc . and De Kl.rk 's req1• • lIS d l s c uislon

poi n t l , t he f'o<:us ' h i tu t o the ""I'. l n " hi<:: h t he politics
o f n. qo t h U o n d H fe rent hl1y H r Ved bot h the ob j ecth. and

s lJtllec tiv . ' inte r ests ' o f the r.apectlv. prot.9O.. i sts .

Sp.<;i d ...... t i on is qlv.n t o t M o r qa.. l n tlon .. l . ct lvHie. of

-, l 11.n<;_ l ••d . r s . nd ...-be r sh. " re...U nq dilUnct r upture .

b .tw.e.. prD<lr ......aUc cont.n t Ind the . c co"'P.ny i nq practicd

r u pons e to e ..qoinq s t ru qq l e. Th. o ve r ..ll 'outcome ' o f t h i s

per i od is co n ciusive ly s H ed wlthln the hUSh reaUties of a

bO~nded s tr" t.q1e app ro.c h t o st r uQ'q l e t ha t I wi ll a r que.

eHec1: ivelY d.livered In equaU y bounded libera t ion .

"rh.. stlldY eonc:l\>du by oU.rl nq thltO u t i c al ..nd

puctical u ........nu f o r why t lle dl ..1ect1c o f the JVIC .tId

SAC". liberatio n I t n qqle h • • l ed t o .. . lIt>.unUve
di....pow..~nt of t he "1Il.,S· con. t i t lle nc u s in whO• • nUle

thl t very st r ll'l q lt has been wl q.d . The .ll-incl usiv.

neqoti.t ..d . ettle_nt siq na linq the 'end ' o f apa rthe i d And

t he c ons=.:a.ated ' .. i.c1:o r y ' of th. l i be r ..H on . trllqq le Is

c rltiqu_ d withln t he con t e x t of tl'> e ANCISACP' I ba.s i c qoal ot

.truqql _ - . " t r ;llIli f e r o f powu t o the """",le- - .nd fo und

t o be wodully trunc.ted . Abo... .all. it 11 . rqu.ed tha t no

.......lnqful l i t>e r .Uo n 1:an eVe.. hope t o be e• • U t ed a s l onq

. , qu .i.di nq . t ra t eqi . s n t _ p t t o reconcila t l'l a prloritie. o t

the " peopl . - wi t h the compe titiv...nd exp l o itative

p r i oriti. e. o t" c.pi t ..1.



sores

'..c.~•• of tne inc<.(Il~ly c l . .. uta'lon.nl p ... . _ e. u. SACP . ...d.
t ho Me Hnco 1950 11_" .... t ho SACP ~.. bonnod l, It . nould b. noto<! t n. ' I
" HI net d " .ys <lhUn9ui..h "'"'' t ho t wo but .u"" p t od<llrlinon l;
u,. '>I t ho t o.,. Nit .. on,_..o1", tho SAC P .. _11 . No t horo i ...
• p."iCi.c ...<1 t o d.,. .... ... t.,. pOh••u/o.uv,t \ .. o f tho two t .. ,11
«he s p o.,Htdly to t ho SACr by ..... .

'rho no 10 t ho ""hoied .00y c u e . od ' h .o" .._ ...o..ot lotio",
wew... tho Sou t h ..tHe.. 9""" ...." e nd t nO ",,"'-lad oppooHion n .
t h.. o.cod .. tho !ac.htoto, 1o. t ho ~.U 1994 doction• . Meo, t n
"hotu-tudlnv" toUow!nq U. throo_doy ••Hood docUoo 1...., , 11 21-29.
ltHl the l\IIC ... . "o"bn d ,n. v i "". , with ) o n 0"" 6Z 1 o f tho "" to,
end s Ub..quontly ..pun••o. tn. 10'9.'. patty 1n t ho .... ..uono \
..o".."",o. t u ....11 • • In " " . 01 .t1. ni•• ptOv."Cid 90V• .,,,....U .

' I n condu c H nq e....t~ f o, t hll n~dy I~ b.e.... d~u .IU~ . h•
•u. _ j o <i t y o f w, i t t e n wo,k d.• • h . q ~ i t h conumpoto'y lib...t io•
•«~qqh h• • fOl IO<l to q,u, 'h~ I>O',h o f . ~~ Undo of <eitieo1
i.tdhe,~. 1 . nciu vo e _.tlot1O<! . I .....y ..... it i. q~L te obVLO~' t • • t
the • • t hon . ove p ..unud "'.i e ">b l .<~ _ ttu fro... ,,"up."i• •
,,"oUy ~nufo <tl>O<I by ."he "nq ' 9_ n' with ' hou .t tho c.nUe of t ho
."thoe' s Lnvo.uq.tion•. I n oth. , c.... .."dj...... so 'tons pat.ntiy
. po l "'l. he f o , oae "oI.d." o r • • other , t h.t It is h"d r o con• •du tnoit
conUnt 0 < e one l . 01.o n . "'i",dy.

' If. H o. d lib. raU on ~... o1"'y. been ~h....to<l tloot to.. qod o f t he
AIIC • • ci its putnee the SACr. No.... .. , thee. n.VOI b .... ... ny t~. ~h.n

t .iO . 11U nt. l u p eti.Uy . !« t 'ho j.nto tpt n tl on of tho eon q .... of
Sou. h Ht i ••n Tud. Un.o.s - OOSAT1I _ Ln n U l hu p"t fo rw.td tho
.ltl... te qo.1 of .oeiahs. !>t SOUth ...hlt• . .o.J.tho"qh thi. a t n t ' q"
q.,., l U ...otiated .... , . w.t. , •• S-.c:p . nd COS"'TU l i n ....H . "bar."l•
...~., uthee than ~ith tn. >,It<; U s.H, t n...... "oo. s"eh •• OVOl <1op
of ""'_ tSn.p th. t '0 tMpl.'o1y <l1....o".t. tho qoal o f sot ;.aLis.. fto",
, .... M C U , I bdi••• , • t o i«. -.i.. ;'o n . no;'a I. ho ' '0 ..y that
tn. M e has . ' . e h.d • "" t 'UatO'llle P'O'I'_ q t O" hdO<l i n . ot;'aliot
l~oIO'lY, h". rath.. 'ha' la,,,,, pat.. of t n. M e '. ton. tlt~.nty h... p~.

1. .....<1 • soe iaLi.. ,,;.a l oa , "".• thOt ot no t this hn fi l t ... d ,n,o"ll. t o
tha M e l u<l" onlp and I hl . "'«I .h.",..eq y . nd t.o U e s of t ....
orq.n;'ution ia . n . ntlro1y Oi!f...ot ... . to r ,

M will be INd. d . ,.. ' h WI ..q.....,n.. ,h. I d ....loq;.eal o r;'enutlon
of til.. M e , .. u p r....d t h "",qh I t . Lu d..ship ","et~'.., "00 follow.d.
• patUtn 0 1 wh.t I wi ll eall ' . heo rpo ratlon ' _ ."eh . ,.,tt. tn
t op t ...n...« a u qie ;'<!eol09,e. l eliCit.. b y t ho ANe , t ••he, t h. n a n
"nd u isti nq I.nd uU-pt.,., L:t<i1 .attle. l terr.;'n,



' AJ.l _.en H bou",on '"""....nco ~... ....01 vuyl nq d .qu .. .. t . n
."t u nd p.o••n ce . The n••d t o, l n t u n. ti. onel ' .'0"«" e nd ,.., b....
~ .. , qu. <rillu, ~e. "'d. ex • ••M l U . ti.on • "nt,,01 n.".soay 01
' . '''9ql • • """.""" In .I... t 011 c...., t~. UIpo"en<. of utun.l1 . 0<1
, .."ct " nd. ,u"'ltlo 0" b••• red"c.d .. '0. __ IMn t . o.~ ••c", 0<1
lnu,nd b end support . Cotte ln l y, t o' d eq....nd 01",,'1'" of tn•
.0.>/<;' , utunolU. H ... ' 0" b.yond . ~.t o f .ny 0.0.' ' _ u n ' lJ, b " ' U ..n
....v_. t.

·r ... otho. t h'.. p'U. co b.tn, - ,,. , I n, .n .<JM<l . ..",,1.,
b " ild l nq .. und o . , . ....nd p,••• nee ...It~ln So"t~ AtUt., .nd .....,to" ln,!
le, .l _ so ..",U l U<ion ...... i . th o co "ntt y ,

' M i ""o.t. nt ",.tlnct l on • • • d. t o be ...<1. ~.u - b e t _ • • t " .
lndUp"t. blo t.ct t o" t n• .o.>/C b..._, <1" <1.9 t ne 1" 0 ' " to• ...,. t
p . ooo..inu t sout " ...t . i tOn IIberoHo. o.,.ni.tot.!o n, .nd ,~.....'Uon oft .n
ma<l. by t " . IIHC .nd , t . ,nt . ...tton d ."ppO U . .. , o. t t • • M C .... '0'
.•01e , ..p . ....t.U".· 0 1 , •• opp . ....d ,n SO"t " M . te• . 1\a ", 11 be
.dd..... d I&t••, c hu <oOd' ''<:Y n•• 10<1 of t h. Inu.utU . ol
c """""n..y to i., " o • • •h. nch .nd VH'o<I .t of ..,""Le t~et ..... "p
( .nd tont1n". t o do '''1 ••• SO"t " "' h l cen Li.be ,,<i...n Io n<l.""I"' .

' r-ee.. Ked !<an, A Con t zib"t.t... ' 0 . h . ,"zi.i""e ot PoIHi col
E c o • ..-y (N Yo.k, 1 l o no1 P"b U rs , 1970 1, p . lO~ll .

" Co H n a"....1 , 'HUtOr y , ........ loh on, . nd S o~,~ M , i." ., " I .
Tro • • tQrmauo" 4 , ( 19171 , p ,64 .

" V. J . '''''In, . [.0..... 0. Tach«, - i n ,"," i n, c..ll.e.o<I ....r~ • .
Vol . f lLon<lo., La"",co • 'H' . H t, 1'77 1, p.n ,

:: Bot ~ o ~ t ~u. · U 'l"i. ..... . u · ... control to t ~. " H Oin, . ot •••
I t . li .n Mo...i.• • A,ncol\.lo G• • rns c>. 5.. Gr""' "i. , S. l . " . l o. ' ~rOl1l Pzi ..."
No U oook.- ll.oodo" , Le"u"ee • Vi.s " " ' , 19711 ,

,
. A"", •• • " ••nd'" dlee "."o" o f t ~e.., ••01 o'~'" ' n q"1<....n.. '

u o " t ,n CoHn Ilun..y· . .." e 1o "', ,,und W. i e~ Co.".. 1 , A••oht.lonuy
th ,y .,,<1 ~""'"Po,uy 50"th Afr i c.,· I. Tr."x~........"O" e, In n l ,
pp .H-U.

"S"d! • tndin; of !\oar"i .. ' ''.o<y ~.. ... tol.nt1 y b."..",. . ' 9""'0'''C
x l n co ldl of .hO fo_r UU R e n<l &I.Urn E".op.." · .o"Uli..t·
"ounu ' nd tni. I. no ~ ,~." I n $o"t n h l . e .!Ud l
[ s •• 10< . x_ l . Johnny 5'.inb0<9, - Lon i.i.•• f. ntui....nd :W;P

i ll" .i.on . , A ""spon•• ' 0 H t.on "'"., $Iovo, " I n "or~ In Proqrus. 110 .1<
( May , 19 911 ) . It ot_ , in mY "IIin.!on, ft.... p • • -d.upn.o<I i d . oI09 i.c.1
. Hini ' .!. , of . "'h " '\UOO , eM tn••ond'. cy ' 0 .0n U ... t ~. pneu c. of
.. h.... "no ~..... acte d i n .~. n . .. of Mar><, ">t,, . he ne" ne .. of .... u i.• •
" ".o.y.

" 5 •• i.. putlOlll .. V.I. Lon.!n, ·II~•• 10 t o b. 00• • 1".11<1 " T~.
P . Oh'His. A• ..,.,)"t l • • • 11<1 K• • " ky t ho R."O'." ..,· ......11 u l . Man,



~TII. ' lVU II.~ Ln Fu nc• • " all Ln A H.r>dbc<>~ o~ H.o~d . .. ,N.w YO ~ ~ ,

Int.' ,""tiond hbH.IIe••• 19)~) ,

G' '''''i . 1&0 I . ll. wL<1I1n t ho b , o. <I I><>"n<l..... o f 'hu , ..<I«ion ,
IIU oon c . p.. of ' w. n o f pos i t ion ' .n<l ' o f _ no,, " ,,' e. n be
i n cc , pe . t o<! • • ,"coq nit i on o f t~. i"Po no. ot bot ~ H."oo".. . n"
i <l ltho"\1~ .h. ... y in "" i ch h. 1'0.0<1 t il... qu• • tion. I e<! ~i .. i n
<lift n t . t C"'~ L" cli • • cUon . t bon Lonin .

' "v, I . L. nin . -L. l t-lii ",, " C_ni . ,. - .tn rot.nUl . " •• 0 .... ...
(Ho . cow : P<OIJ ~'" Pub H . II. <• • lI ~Q I, 1'. 69.

" V .I. Lon . . . .... ""l " . l onu y '~oJ••ui" t , n. lIi qll' o l Ii" ' i o n.
' 0 S. U-Do •• .rnun. ' .ion (Mo. eo w, "09''' ' f<lblls ~ 11 41) . " . ~(.

"In i "entlfyi nq tho <lid.c ti cd ,.l.Cio nsh i , b".... n ' ''''C' "''
, •••. c . p>tdio"'I"P. ..a U ' ''1 a n<! . .." q'l1o (i . • . tho.. wllo p a ..J.cLp. , .
i n ..vo1"'ion.~y a c ' ivity ) . Marx . nd 1.<Inin ""' .. po l nti nq '0 ' h. n••d t.,
a n . 11 .nc....,. .. l nq . n. ly. lo . In . ol.tl0 . ' 0 .~ iO ",,<ly . han••ny
an.o1y. i s of til••n act of · i n t u n . u o" . , r.c t ou ' IOUs t b. '1'1'11..<1 not
onl y to tho .t... . n<l In to ,n.l soc..l fo . c but d . o t o t h o• •
",",,_nt. t ha c aeo 1n t ho ..... of ' h. cpp, ". 'I'M • • ha n roqu J. u. th.t
th.. . eU.v l ti ...,p, "... of u p....n•• ti, vo s of cap ito l both
I n t . ",a t io001 _.tic sllo"l<1 b. sp o...Ue. ll y .ppU ad '0 , n . &HC.

" ' Pt~ C' o f ,111& c a n be chot l y ..~. in ' h. " ) o,,,,y o f pos,·
co l on..1 '!lb.ution. · 1n Af' i ca I • . 'l ' " K.ny. , Ch.n• • lI i ~.d• • " . 1.
'1'1>... woo,. va~yin~ <I. ~ of poU tlcal tovoht1on ""ich <1O li~~e<I on
i nd lqon o " . ~"11n'i . 1 l bo' h e a p .lt d i n .n<l ... t.' .... lit• • y
b"ns"cntic i . th. t p..p....t." . "", t"<th.. f • • ilitat . d ' o1b ol t i n n."
f o ..... l . c api t . llot acc woulatio n .. t h.. . . p.n.. of th.. _ lo'Hy of t il . ..
pop"l a. J.on•.

'"1I " lI<Iy 119811 . 1'. 66 .

" 5 • • ~h. <I.. Ti lly. rr.... 1'Iobi hut , on '0 Ra""J"' ioo IR• • <li n q.
Mo . , M di . on-W• • l . y . U7S li Al so . .. 1I"""y , 1 ' 171 . p . n . 50..., o f t h..
f " "Mc c o..... n.. on th.. n.o- Ma nioc bo<:Iy of ' h. o ,y ... Lofo .-od by ,~•
• "oa ary 'hat Ilun<ly p~ovid.s i n h.l • • <ti c lo .

" In r lleda 5kocpol . n . t u . rId Soc••1 R.""l" t .ion. l" oob <i <l9 '"
C. mb rL d 'le Vni v.uHy r..... 19 79). />.17 .

"IbLd . • p . l4 .

" .... quo ' ell i n Bun<ly U 9111. 1'.61 ,

"9_ I bid.• p. ~l·62 , fo~ an . ndys l.s o t t ho U b_. n
' .,"",,1,,101 011 ' bot ~ boto.. . 0<1 ofto, ..""ap.""'. n <1 Astrow. "-
lI.volut i o• • " .. , Jot< .I .. ".y~ l Lonclon ' ~eIl 1100 "'. 1913 1.

" 1U,,.,.. •vo'y _ lo~ U b..at1o• ..~uq'llo ' 0 tho PO" lfo t l<1 w.. n
o ra h.. be.n c."'lht " pin ' h. ' Cold War ' pa n di'/lll. la.<lin'l t o t ile
p , ovlSion ot • ....-nts .. beHtto<! t il. i n t .... .. of . ich., · supe rpo... . ••



Th. N<C/ SACP . t<~qql n o ...e.pti.on, b ~ t b. q,nn.nq I n the "'d- 19 'O '.
~. t h the ..ppnch....nt b n the U on d the U5S~, f o U o""d by ,n .
' ''''n'l~.nt d iolnt'q rot ! on o! th. JovUt ' mp..', thLnq. <h . " qtd , Tn. n.w
\ nt ..notlo no1 . nvLro""'a nt h.. tho pot. ntt • • • f o r 0 v ty of reu o n• •
to ouRi ..... t h o ~.. ot lu"a- ••• I . vi olen". tor p~ epo ot ony
U b...tlon otunlo .

" Th. on. u e.pUon to t hi . i . tho wo r t o ! T_ l.o<I~. who n• • boon
t ho moo ' eona io" n t . e a d mJ. c ob.",~o< ot tht N<C t o r tn. l .. t t "o
d.e. d • • . l.o<Iq• .;0.. ot l:. ""Pl:. to 1"'" a t . 0 .... o t , h. <:ond«'on. of tho
"",c '. t u lo .nviro.....nl:.. "~I:. b y hi . """ o <tllu. .. lon h10 i.nv....q."on .
nOVt b••n limit.d .

''rho on. bo n.he:!. ol ospoc t of .~eh e H o«. n.. "oon '0 9' v, '-'Oiet
' 0 t ho.. who , u v. ovo1 y ~d bo'n puventod t",.. do'n q ' 0, I t h.. on ly
.... n ..n•• tho a 90 " nb.nn i nq o f 'h. "",e thot . ny ""'r t d..Hnq with t ho
/oJIC n.. ".on . U.,... d public d io«i."u"on withi.n South AI ""• .

" Tht A! r Le" n C<>npyni . , .nd /IOr k Ln Proq.... h..... b..n tn. t "'"
... in .o~ee.. ond ouU. to to. peoqr'''h' " t 11: i n'l i n South AttLe• • n tho
l ..t e hUt y.... (aupple_ntod by onotht e journ" - t .... L"""" ' ' '. I . I n
oy "p~ n'on, tho t." c. " t . 0 fo~ ll.t ....y OUt.... i.•• eo"n«y .vth
.. Sovt h Afrie i n L".U • 'O"<ct t oe tonetrn.

" Al t hO" qh th. .. I.... boon 0 qr... d . al ot h.o..d <leb. .. t . nt...d
..ound the . « . ..qy ond ,acUca of tho AlIC .UC. ... unOunln'l vocy
11 tt lo h.. bun put in p t l n t foe w, d• • p e..d puillie co.o~..o • . Th. t
wIllel> h.. foun4 I .. _ y l~ t.. oh. '1 <0 p""11e ...n. hu ee... h"'"
lC~9" t i.... en" ca c f th. AIIC. " h i h th h.v. boo. "'.y 'i.O..hal ' AlIC
doe"""'h« e i e e v lo t ood t o< d.bat . wi t h' n o he orq anlta"cn, t h... h ove
..a yed within ~ h .<1 y ....1 1 e'.el. ot t"l:..l1.e<~oh/o cti vi. a o o, Ao •
, ..do. both t ho 1o<g• • J\.~C -.rIb..."'P .nd oc. d_es / oc t LvUtS .~ eoad

hove hod onl y vaqv ' i d • • ••bovt tho ox " no ond ctlO"Ctor of
etlticUlII/d."o.. o.Oun d /oJIC ......'If a nd ovb••qo.n t pelley .

" n o c pol • 1<i llll>.''I.'. · lltvol~t1on 'f'<1 t "o wo.ld-h'otoneal
d.valo","nt o f cap'to l h •• - In B.H. XopL.n od .• ,oe':.l Ch.nll". ' n ' Il.
C~pH~l... ",cdd I:e c" "",l' (Be ve r l y Hi l h. CA, 50'1' P~b 1ica ti.ono. l ~7B I ,

p . 122 .. q~otood in Bun d y ( l q U),

"'5. . .....t"ony ltO ex , ~.s. on. ot $uc9"lI"l., 5011.1> A!r ; c " n I.t..""l
Opposition . U SO-l ifO ( How Yo. ~ , O" foed Un;VUUty h ... . 19~1 ) . p ,27 ,



CfU\PTER 2

EARLY IiISTORY AND S TRUGG L£, TK£ FORMATIVE YEARS

.. . It is of less i ..port~nce t o uS whe t h e r
<;ap l talis ," i s s mashed 0 < not . It 15 o f g r e ate <
irnport~nce to us th~t whUe capitalism eKi sts , we
must tigh t ~nd st r ugg l e t o ge t our full shue ~nd

bfln f!fit f <o m the $ystem. '

Dr. XWlla ~ P<esident-General of t he ANC (l 9 4SI

,ro," the h ..e the Dutch dec i ded to open an outpos t ~ t

t h e Cape in the mid - 1600 ' s , t o service thei r I n<: <u .s i nqly

impona nt Euro pe- I nd i a trad e route, a hi storical p <ocess wa s

s e t i n ..o tion that has produced one of the wo r l d ' s llIO s t

enduring eenn r e ee . rro," t h e i r initi~l ro l e a s providers o f

f r esh prod uce tor the passing s a i l o rs . t he wh i t e settiers

soon embar ked on the who l e s a le dispossession ~nd partial

e xtermination o f the l oca l Khoikho i pas t", <a!is t s and san

hunters. notwiths tandinq the fi erc e r es i s t a nc e they

e n c oun te r e d. The s e tt l ers gr~duaily ..oved i n l and

di spos s essing ~nd sUbjuq~tinq the i ndiqeno us pop ul ation I n

the ev e r e xpanding s earch for e xpansive t <acts ot f e rtile

l a nd a n d f r eedom fro", the coloni~l au tho rity which h~d by

now set up adlo.i nistrative shop in the Ca pe colony . '

A. t ter the i",p l ementation ot British cc n cect of th.. Cap..

co lony i ll 1806 the r .. beg ~n t he dual oppression of ever

i n c r ea sinq nwnb<l rs of indige nous p eoples. On the one hand

there weee the i ndepende n t - mi nded descendants o f the Dutch

lnow b eginning to fot1ll a distinct na t ional /cul tura l identity

~s 'Af r i ka ners/Boe rs' ) , who wan t . d to esc ape li.. i-ted

ec:o nomi c opportunities and what they perceived as ' l i be ra l '

ra c i al po licies in the Cape col o ny : and on t he o ther the



aa

rll pacic'ls appe t ite o f a n eve c·"x pand i nQ B r i t ish i mpe r ial iSll1

colonial is.. . Han y of the ....r ei kan u s who had been ltvinq i n

the Cape colony II\Ov" d i nlind On what has Com" to b 'l known as

t he 'Great Tr e lc'. UnU ke t he Atr Haner my th of t he t r e le as

a n a l l - co nque r i n.. wh i t e 'a t1lly' , the settl e rs qudu..lly made

their wa y inlana th rQuqh a <::oJllbinaUon o f .. ihury se tbaCkS

and victori."", as "eU a s a qtellt dea l o f tradin" and dea l 

maleinq wi t h 10c...1 indiqenous po pulations. '

Throuqhou t the nineteenth centu ry wars o [ dispossession
wet.. ",ounted a... i ns t the va r ious ki nqdolns o t t he Xhosa,

Ts wana. P",dL Sotho. Ve nda and Zulu l a..onQst othe rs ) by both

the Alr i kaners and the BritiSh . PH a llel to en"",,, va rious

tights aqains t the Wh i t e s e t tle c s / colo n i s ts . "'Ire onq o i n q

conflicts ~nd eoveeen t; amongst the var ious i nd igenous

peop les themselves. St~rting wi t h the Mfecd"e IZulu to r
' cru s hing' ) in 181 8 whe n Zul u King Sh .~a eOlbarked on a n

e " p a ns i o" of the zulu ' state ' , ser ious social snd qeo
po li t i ca l uphe~v~ ls r e ve r be r a ted throughout the sub

continent. Ha n y peop le we r e abso r~d i nt o t he Zulu ' s t a t e '

whi le ot h e r s regrouped in ne w l o catio ns and r ees t a bli s hed

t h e mselve s a s functioning kingdo lu , '

The combhation of colonia list ee ve e ce lbo t h Ilili t a r ily

a n d cOmJllerei allyl a.nd the o ngo i n q :i\ralries and disputes

wi thin the i n dig e nou s popul~tion, prOduced a uneven process

o f e e ers eeoce ~nd su b j ug a tion, SOOle peopJ.e such a s t he Pedi

( s ituated a long the Easte rn Cape sea.boa.rdJ, bec a.me i n volved

i n migr ant l a bo r as early a. s the 1840 's and wer e q r adua l ly

a bsorbed into the expa ndinq colonialht em pire: others, such

as the Zu l u and So tho mana.qed to reeer n independe n t a s

~ i nqdolls unt il the 1810 's, holding Off the colonialist

advance throuqh ~ combi nation of as tu te econollic lind

po litie~l cc c pe r e t nc n a nd mllitll ry prowess.'

heed wl t h vas t. di sa.dvanta.q es in ",ilitacy t e eM oloq y ,

ccoss- cu l turill l unity, a nd geographica l dispecsion t he



lIlajority of the indig 'mous peo p l e s offe r ed stiff res i stance

t o their ine"i table defeat. Du pHe all ot the in t e rnal a nd

e~ terna l problems e~per i enced by t he indi genous pe oples , the

his tory or this period wo u l d s tand out as a beacon o t pride

and st r ug'l le to fu tu r e genera t i ons . '

With t he 'discovery ' of d i&lllOnd s i n t he KirtWe r l e y area

i n 1867 fo llowed by gold i n t he Witswa t e r5ra nd area in 1886,

the South Atr i c an colony wa s thr us t headlong into a new e r a

ot c apitill i s t accumulation. Wi t hin a few ye a n much ot the

pol i tica l , econollic. and socia l landscape ha d been

tra n!to r1lled beyond r ecogn i tion . Alo ngside a wave ot new

white ilt\llli g r a tion Calle a massive i n f l ux ot capital a nd

capital 'loods necessity to ex ploit and proces s t he 'la st

accumulation ot weal t h t a kin'l p l ace . As could be e~pected ,

t his ca pita Lis t: i nvad o n brought wi t h it mo re efficient

torm! o t o ppression for the tnaj o r ity ot the i nd i geno u s

peo p l es. la r 'le sec t ions or which became ..a ge wor lc e rs on the

mines o r genera lly labor todder for ex panding capitalist

enterprises. Th e llriUsh colonial a ppara tus (u r ged on by

interna tion al financie rs and budding pr i vate / settle r

capital. launc hed a n agg ressive policy ot increased

po litical/adminis t rative cont rol o ver the South Atrican

hinter l an<:i in order to f aci li t a t e t he control and use ot
Afr ican hOOr. ·

Th i s process of capitalist expa ns i on in South Afr i ca is

dis tin 'luishable lrolll other Atrican coloni al conquests, in

t ha t it: created both the la rgest , ,"ost concentrated, and

wealthiest whi t e s e t tle r cOll\llluni ty a nd black ""rki ng c lass

on the continent (c irc a ta t e 1800 's). The c rea tion ot h rge

citi., a r o und t he mi ning compounds (e. g. Killlhe r l ey' s

popuhti.on went f roID. virtua U y nil to o ve r t ens of t housand s

in t he s pace or 2· 3 years). was t he be'1 i n n i ng ot brge-scal e

ur b ani z atio n o t the i nd i 'lenous po pulation , something thet

onl y be gan to ta~e place in oth.er At rican na tions we U a t ter



"
c:01o n i.a l i n depen.anclt . · Fr o- 1114 IUItU the l ate 1.00'. - ,n

u t i...t.14 10 . 0 0 0 At r l cllt h too rers ... r••a p loy..:! ann...Uy· It

tile d.i._d d ile S ," Attu' t h. 90 1d . inu " ere in f u ll

produc t.ion, t he nUllllber o f "fr t elln wone rs """, l o yed t>e t ....n

1190 - 18 99 - i llere ne<! fro.. is.OOO to I n e s t . ... te-d 101 , 000 . "

lI i U this iner• • • ed u rt..nl z u1on a nd p r o le t a r 1lnlut l on

caM the f i nt o ppor tunit i •• f or che nasc e nt At t i c a " work i nq

d.-.s ' al r e ady adlli n l strat l l1d y and physi c a lly ••~utl'd

:roa ..h n e "", ke rs l to ccqan" . t il_el ves . ;/1l1 1e the r e ...er.
SO" e f fo r t s t o do so. t h e Chat'. e t lt.. o f wo rl<i.n q c i a ..

' i l'ld\l, t n a l re l a tions' co ndfted pc_i n a n t l y o f a d -hoc:

.... 0 . ne9" t iat ions Dr IIQv lnq fro .. place t o p h c:e i n o edlf t o

sec u r e Ill q n e ..... q. s and be n e.. condi t ions . EI/"" t h•••

• tto r ts "ere i nc r • • U n'l ly c: n c\UlI.sc:rlbed b y t he d e••nd s of

co ,"pe t 1 nq a nd e x pa ndinq ad n i nq eOlOpa n l e ! o n the col onil l

a<1lD.i n i s tra t i on t o . nsu r • • n .bu n d ant , .nd contro ll ad

work ~orce _ u

No t surpri sinql y , til e Br i ti s h i mpe r i al ists ....a n t . d sole

co n t r o l o t eme pri : . eolanill pes u nion , a d.s i r . tha t

ca... u p _q a ins t til. A~rik.ner v l . ian o ~ c a r v , n q out thd r

own inde p.ndent "~ri can . "'pH a, Thi. llu tua l q r e ed l ad t o

wlla t hal COlle t o be c. U . d tho Boar Wu' a t; t he tu rn o t tho

e . n t u r y. AtU r intens. e1 q llUnq and t ile us e o ~ b rutal

• • thoOds o t cen t rol I• •q . t lla 115. o r conce n t ratio n Caapi ~or

til. Atr~b1neu '. til" BrHl.1l aven t udl y p revailed . I n til.

p rec. s s . ho~ve r . t lle y Ct . .. t itd ..1'1 A~nkane r cOllDUn ity who••

... s l .. rue v i s i o n o~ r iq llt~uI con tro l o v a r t ha l a nd _net I n

i ncli q a no.ls IllhilbHan t . _ ul lS l ••d t o t hei r . v" ntual

po li t i c l1 . scendu c y . In t il• • idst o r .U t lln e ' b rOt ll" tly'

t "llc1l o Vlr the spoil. o ~ e ..plUlht ""pl oitatio n t he VU t

"'1a r i ty o t i n d l q enoua peoples p layad tile r o l e (a l be i t

lln....i l l i nq l y l at e cena-Ie ~wns . c r • • t i n q t il" ....e .ltll ove r

wh l e h they Ilad no centrol . "



Soon .. fter t he Ve reeniqinq ' peace '" between the

A1'rHanets and British , 4 ne w rO\lnd o f a cc \lll\ll a tion and

e Kp l oi t a t i o n ee eueee . Th i s nflceni t ated e ven greater

pol i tical and e cc ncer c con t r o l ove r t he i nd igeno \ls

pop \l h ,tion and b lac k wo rkers who prov i ded the vas t pool o f

ch e a p labo r nee ded t o unde r p in the eve r -expanding min inq and

i ndust r i al ba s e. Mi ni ng companies and ne wly fO I1lle d

manufac t~rinq i nd \lstr i es began t o ma ke voc ifero\l s de mands on

t he colonial a dministra tion t o adop t stricte r '.... as\lres to

con t rol Af r ican labor ; and i t was t he 111n1nq " "ctor wh i ch

de s peratel y wanted t o f ind new ways t o " ec \lr e cha ape r labor

due t o i nc r ease d competition and the i nte r na tio na ll y fi Ked

'lo l d p r i ce . Pa r a llel t o this wu t he i nU\lx o f r \lr al

Af rikan u " to the Lo r g e r c i t i e " i n sea r c h o f work, a

"i tuat i on tha t c noa t ed mo re demands f or rac i a l pr i v i leq" and

protectio'l . "
Prac t i c ally, t hi s m<la 'l t a co nc e r t " d a ssa u l t " v" n on

t ho s" l illi ted p o litical and e conom i c r i ghts t h a t Af r i c ans

had Mnaqed t o r eta i n <e . <;I. fr eeho l d land ti t le, limi t ed
vot i ng r iqhts in t he Ca pe co lony, and vary inq fre edom of

lIlOv ebent i n ur b an areas ) . The neKt few ye a rs s a w a seri es of

ne w laws des iqned t o mee t the polit i cal a nd e c o nomi c

i n t: <l r" s ts o f both the g eneral white popula t ion and tho " . o f

an ",xpandinq and q rudy capi ta l ~"m .

The d r a ft South Afr i ca Act , pub lished in r e brua ry U 09,

waS the op e n i ng s ho t i n t he batt l e t o leqa11 y

i ns t i tut ~onali ze radal i zed soc ial e nq i nee ri nq. South Af r i ca

wo u ld beco me a Union (of provinces ) with virtua l l y al l

po l it i c al a nd e c onollli C power i n whi t e ha nds , a nd thus with

t he ab ility to insti t u te wi d e - ranq i nq me asu r ",s i n o rde r to

fa c ilita t e con t rol ove r a ll ..s pects of African li f • . 'rh"

draft Act was f ormally adopte d i n 191 0 as the Ac t ot Uni o n

by the newl y c ons ti t uted South Af r ican Pa r liame n t .



"
Thi s wa s soon ~ o llow.d by a ,.e r ie" o f o U·... r u .c: h U y

w.ud ~ts d urinq 1911 -13 . S-. o f t he ...in Acts passed
il\c:l ud.ed , t he Dut c h Refer-eo Chu r ch Act e..c lucl i n q bh,c:h
f ro- ~.aba t sh i p; the " i n• • and Mor~. Act to r t he protect i on

o f wl'Iit. ""'e ke .,, ; t he I..l q u lltl Restric tio n Act : t he IIn i ..e

t4bollr Requlat ion Ac t t o con t r o l b l a c k l aOor e r . ; and t~

De fenc e Act es t abllshi nq H I. ~u. fo c WI a ll· ..h lt. force . "
~11 • ., 11 o f t hi s d i s c:rlai natory 1_01..1.t10 n iapased fur t her
e ..slave ....,lI t and hu:dl h t l.on On til. Aft i c.." popu l at i on. i.t

... . t he ... s u re. i~le.4nted i n t he L• • d - u p t o pa s. eo. o f

t ile lIe U v e LAnd Ac: t 119131 wl\l ClI p roved to be the sperk wIlletl

spun t d t he fo~tion of the Hrs t neU ona l o r qa ni u tton

cUvo t e d t o oppos i nq ell,. . s e 1&l or de r - el'll! Afr i c an ".hond

c:on q reu (l'.NC • i n i tia lly n....e <1 t he SOuth Al r i ca n Nilt1vt

l<,t l onl.1 COll; r u .l .

The ,"dll alSOns f o r the p• ••• ;e of the Li nd Ac t ...are

t hree fo l d: f i ntl y , t he d..si rc o f t he expandin; l nd us tr i . l

.nd ... inill; sec t or t o t a ke aw.y I. nd ri;hts for Afr i cans ' 0

the y wo ul d be ' a " .U. bl,, ' as ehea)) wa ; e l a b o r; .eeondly, t o

e re. t . U Vi llq i lld ec o nomic cond i tio lls i n wh i c h .... f ric . n.

oool,l ld be f oreed t o r " .ort t o . i q r a n t labor. by d e..a rc. tl n;

, ... 11 a nd lIa r qln.1 ' !'I. tive 1I••• r " •• ' a . li v i nq .pae tll and

tlll rdly, t he ; <.... 111; 09PQ.i tio n ot wh i te cO lmlercid C• .-inq

i nte r e sts . nd rur.l Af r H . ner Ca",ers lwll i c h i nc l \.1ded Nny

wIlO h. d l o st t lleir 1.n<t/Hvel1hood d l,l. t o e he war l to t he

pr. sence of ....fr i c.n squatter s. sha rec ropper • • ind l a nd

owner. wllO ~re ' co mpetinq' Co r l ' lld .lld. o f eOl,l r s• •

N te t i al beneUt . ' ·

.... ...... . na lys t . lIa ..e pointed out. I C;rowi nC; n t.aaber oC

ACrica n h lld-cwners _re ptodUCl n9 f ood che aper tlla n IOOIt

wIIita tanur s , and t here "eta but9eonin; b u s ines s

oppor t un i t i e s tor o t he r Atrlcan rur a l dwel lers Ce.c; .

transportinq qoods l wh i ch t ook ...c b busine,u away Crc.

whitas lp r edoain. n t l y Afr l k. ne r . l . th i s rur, l Af r ican pet ita



"
bourqeo i s ie we~e a l s o able to compete very f avo r a bly o n t he

'ma r ket ' d ue to s o<::ia l /falllily n e t WQrk" whi c h o f t e n a l l owed

lo r !DOte e e r eeetve use o f labo r pel.." r . '" Th i s " i tue t lon o f
co ntinued growth and e conomi c e mpowe rme nt of an Af r i can
petite OO\lrge0 1$1" a l s o e nge nder" d a $ocio· pohtic al outlOOk

whic h i den t i f i ed mo r e c los ely with Briti Sh 'civiliza tion '
a nd a n ""''' ..gent ' fre e rnu ket ' capita l i sm . I n s ho r t . t here

"as eve r y reason f o r industri a l cap i tal , Afri kane r

pol it i c ians , and white farmers to sma sh lor at l e as t
suppress ) t his ne w c l ass .

The La na .>.c t not onl y ut i s H ed the ac cumulat i ve
dema nds o f t he capitalists a nd white f a nners b ut it e r ec

e f fec t i vely e nded the q ro",th of what h ao d been a n " xpa nding

and re latively succes sful creee o f small Afr i can comme rc i al

f a nne r s . By forb iddinq Af r i ca ns to pOJrc hase o r lease l a nd

ou t s i d e t he ne wl y des i q na ted ' Native Re s erve s ' (ba n tus t a ns),

which comp r ised onl y I J ~ of a ll l a l\d i n the co un t r y , the

Land ....c e waS a ttempt i n q to close t he ma i n a vailable a Venue

of petite bour geo isie 0; 1.0 55 fo nnatto n open t o .... f r i cans" l

a n d i t .....5 t r om t his c lass tll.. t t he l ead e rship o f th. ANC

...'!re t o come .

Dur inq this t i me th'! r . had be'!n v a r i o us r e 'l i o na l l

10 0;a 11 : ed at tempt s a t organitat ion (e. q. Nata l a nd Tn.n,.vul

N.. e s ve Con'l ress! and pro t e sta t i o n over lac k of bl ack

economic and poli tical opportun itie s ...h i c h w'!r e f ast '!!odinq

und '!! t he ! acialized leqls1a tive onslauq ht. The fo rma tion o f

t he ANC on a January , 1912 i n Bl oe..! onte i n, r epres en t ed the

fi rs t s e r ious a tt'!mpt to '! s tab l1s ll a nationa l fo rWll t o

add res s ene polit ic.. l and econo mi c s i t uatio n o f the black

populatio n . As ha s been ... idely c hronieled, " t he maj ority of

the metnbe r s and certa inly t he l e adership "'a s d ra ...n IUin l y

from t he ne ...ly emerqen t ~lack p e ti t e bo u r geoi s i e as we ll a s

the t r ..dit i onal chie fs ...hose i n t eres t s "'ere also tied to t he

avlt U abU ity and us e o f land by ....fri e ans . This petite



bOu r geois i e gro up wa nted to h nd ways t o stem both t he

ass ault o n t he i r own e re e e interest" land JIOvemen t l , as we ll

OS on wha t t he y perceived a " t he qenera l political and
ec o nomi c we U ·be inq of Afr i c ans .

In this e ndeavor t h e majo rity o f the new l'.NC leade r s

no t only brouqh t wi t h the ll t he i r par ticular c lan po li t i cs

bu t a150 a he avy dos e o f Ch ristian education a nd

correspondinq ~res. Thi s led t o a persp ective tha t

i nc o r po r a t ed both a po lit i c s o f non- viol ence a nd of

incorporation ; Le., the main p r i o r i t y wOllld be t o persuade

the ' c i v i li zed ' Briti Sh that the edllcate d , propert ied, and

' c i v i li ze d' Afr i c ans co u l d be incorporated into the

na instream of South Afr ican society . Add it i o na lly, the ANC

l e a de rs s a w the lilOited Cape franch i s e , i n whiCh Afr i can s

qIlalihed (or t he r iqh t t o vot e o r be el ected o n t he basis

of t h e ir wealth, as t heir qoal ...... One SCholar has pu t it ,
t he f O[\llat i on o f t he ANC wa s ,

a rellct i ve a c t , att r ibutabl e t o disappoi n tlllent a nd
anqe r with the whi te 'lo ve r ll.be nt' s f a i l U"1 to dea l
' re s ponsib l y ' with its Afr ic lln sl1bjects . Its JIOde
wu to r e-act ... nd obj ec t t o unfavorablG
gove r nJllents ac t s us inq cons t itll tional c hanne ls . "

This ha ... l e d some to d isllliss the e a r l y ANC a s nothinq

IICre than a ' bo wl in hand ' o r 'lani ution that d i d no thing t o

cha l l en'le the s t a tus quo . While t here ha s been a t end ency to

ove r play the 'radical ' potGnti al of the e arl y ANC, i t s

contribution t o a nascent sense of na tional consciousnes s

s hould no t be iqno r ed . This contribution i s be st e xempli fied

by the fol lowinq appea l from one of the M e ' s leaders , P. I.
Seme ,

The dallOn o f u c hl i "'" t he aberrat i o ns o f t he
Xhos.-rinqo feud, the a n i mos i t y t hat exists
between t he Zul us and Tonqaas, betwe en the Ba s u t os
and e ve r y o the r Native ~ust be buried and
forqotte n; it has shed aJIlonq us sufficie nt blood!
We are one peoph . The s e divisions, these



j e a l o u l i e l . a~" t h. c:eu.e of aU our WO"I and o f
ell our b.le ...... r dn• •• end l ~nonlnC: " today. ::

_"var , t h e polittc:s o t t he early ANC wu h r frca

r ad i e d . All o t th.i r '.rly poUUeal "Uorts <;An t ered

around a tuapU to pen u.d e be t h tha British ancl SOU t h

ll.t ri c an qov. r nmen U t o I:>rovide nUaf b y consti t ut l on.l

"eans . Wh . n l t ~ca,"e clear t o the M C lUde rs~ lp the t t he

Sou t h At rican ~ov.r"",ent wa s not l n t . r ested i n tl'l.i r pleas ,

t hey di",patched deputattons and da leqe t lons t o !.cndon. .. i t l'l

t h.. va in hope thet the co lon id po..e r would s ld. ..ith t he

' At r i can s ' i n t hei r qr i \Wan c: e . a ~a in .t the ' Boer ' qov. rNllent

of South Af rlc:a . Th. AN<:; l.ad.rs pl eaded tor t~. application

o f the B r iti .h lense of - hi r play and j us tic." ..lIic:h t he

- Afr i can . a s l oy"l Bri t ish sub j ects , " WO<I l d q reatly

eppreciate . : 1

Alte r 'l i ... inq t h"ir 'lene ral l uppo r t t o t he Al lied c .us e

in ilorld lia r t. the A.-':' c ontihlled the i r poliU,s o f

deputations . Mow.v.r, a rt . r a ds 1eqat i o n had visi t ed London

in 1919 it fi nally be-calle c l e ar t hat the 9 r i Ush .... r . not

'loinq to i nt 'I"'I'.ne . HaVin'l n o strate'lies o t he r t /'lan those

they h.d now . " haus t ed. ..ith not a 1II i n q1e conc.ulon 'lained ,

t l'le Me HteraU Y blqan t o f a ll ap.r t . As Peter IId s l'l. h.u

s a i d:

..• th• • upport ot t he chi.f••bbed a..a y ,
membe rs lli p s ta'lna t ll!!d and late r decline d, "nd
Con'l res . b.'lan a 10 n 'l s tru'lq1. th rou'lh II quart. r
of a century of POlit i cal frust ra tion and
o r qanl la t iond we akne s s t ha t a t times a ll but
ove r whelmed r e; "

llur1n'l this ti...e pe r i od the . ininq and aqri cu l t u r a l

s ec t o rs e "panded ilt II bU s k peee . an. b y-produc: t o l t l'l h was

the inereas .d pro l e t llr i . n ila t i on o f the Afr i c:an h bor

f o ree . " I n t he y.ars fOllo..i n~ IIor l d Wa r I South AI r1clln

indu s t r y qre.. a t a r a p i d pae. all 4id t he workfo~,• • -Between

1915-1'16 a nd 1919-1920. the n~r s o t f ac t o n u r o•• tr.,.
3998 t o 6190 .nd fac t ory eaplo yaent by 13' . , . n . a Wlls also



t he f ormatio n o r or 'l aniution s wh i c h to v , r yinq d eq t e e s

tepr ftsen t e d se c tion s a t t h i s q rowi nq workinq caa ee lba t h

white and b Lack l : the I n te r na t ional So c idist Leaq ue ( I SL) :

the t' i'st Africa n unio n unde r the name I ndus t ria l Wor kers o f

Af t i c a ( I WAl I t h e I ndustr i a l a nd Colftll\e rc i al Wo rkers Onion

l l eO ) ; and i n 192 1 t he Communist Party o f South Atr i c a

lCPSA ) .

Oesp ite c a rryinq o u t s e v" r a l st r i k e act i o n s, the

h rq e st o t wh i c h wa s the 192 0 lIi ne wor k" r s ' s t r i ke , and

int" r ,"t t e n t campa iqns 'qains t d iscr illl i na t ory laws (e . q . t he

an~ i -tU S l a w c a Olpaiq n b y women in the Ora nqe !'"r e e St at e

p r ov i. nce ) , t h is expandinq, but as ot yet la tel y poli tically

ina c tive wor kinq class , p l a y e d ' lIIinor role wit h in t h e ANe ,

whose : e a de r ship c o nsciously SPUrned o r q an i Zin q a ..onq s t t he

",as s of Atricans ." Meanwhile , t he sys t elll ot r a c ia l

dis c r iei nation was f urther entrenched as raCia l capita lls"."

del i v e re d t he g oods with p e r verted e tficienc y .

'he 19 30 ' sand 1 9 40 '5 : 'Front ' Po li tic s a n d Lost

OpPor tun i t i e s

Sy t he Jli d - 1930 ' s the ANc Was a t e r r ibly we a k

organi za t ion . A larq e p art ot t h i s s ta t e of a t t airs Can be

a~tr i. b"ted t o t h e conti nued e r o s i o n ot the ANC' s a cti ve

social b a s e . Th i s si t u atio n was d i r e c tl y linked t o the

effe cts ot qovero:aent l eqis1&t1on li ke the La nd Act a n d

unfa vorable e c o nomi c cond i t ions (t he d e p r e s sion) durin<; the

1920 ' . a nd earl y 19 30 's . The s e concl1 t ions i mpa c t e d

nega tive l y o n t he lIla t e r l ai a nd o r q a n i zat i ona l well- be i ng o f

t he AIlC a nd i ts ",embers/sympathi ~ers. I n addit ion, I wo u l d

a r qu e tha t ano t her lIlain r "aso n f o r the sad s t a t e t he ANC

foun d it s e l f i n waS as a r esult ot t he wa y s i n wh i <;h the ANC

had e rsh:i p responded/ r ea<;ted t o i n <;r e a s ed poli tic al a n d

e<;on oa.ic opp r e s s i o n i, n s U t u t ed by t he wh ite :o.inority



qove~nment . The con tinued and ciollinant stra t e gy o f

a ttempting t o persuade and c:ou~t t he ' eeee eee ' was bo t h

t u t U e a nd di s e..pow. ~ing.
Ha ny o f the minis ters, urban i n tei 1ectual$, trad it i o na l

chiefs, landowners, a nd small ent t e p u neurs that had fo r med

t h" o r qani za tional con o f the ANC h ad t ur ne d tQ IlIO r e na rrow

professiona l lbu siness pur su its, Qr beel'l absorbed i n t o the

e"panding s ta t e ad.m i nis t utio n. "'s f u a s the ANC' s soci a l

su ppo r t base , the i nde penden t ...t ~ican p" asa nt r y , ...a s

concerne d , t he cutnulative e f f ec t s of t h" Land "'ct a nd

..orsening eco no mi c c o nd i t i o n s had f o rced ..any back into a

' s u r viva l lIlOde ' ..a <;l e labor and subsequently reduce d their

"Ore i lMlediat e ab il i t y t o "nqage i n orqal'li zed po lit ical

ac t i v i t y '". The main question th... t wa S beinq a sked by ma ny

ANC vet"ra ns we s ..h ... t , if a n y , a ttempt s sho u l d be made to

r ev ita lize the orqanizat ion. Some l e ade rs , l i ke t he CPS... ' s

.1. 8 . H.. r l< s wer e al ready pronounc ~ng the AN(: ~ li t e~ .. l l y

dea d." '"

The ..ctive-dorm..ont s t .. q es t ha t the .'JIC wen t th rouqh

during t h e 191 0' s and 192 0 ' s we r e to fo r esha do w a silllila r

pa ttern t hro ug hout the h i sto r y o f i t s s trugg l e . iIIh... t this

ini t i al pefiod r eflect ed was t he di a l ectic o f struggle set

o u t in the previQus chapter. I t was a d i ale c t i c t ha t

encomp...ssed a combina t ion ot' ch anqi n q s t r uc t u ra l conditions

( i . e . obj ective social conditionsl, and t he <;Iene nl

strate giclorqaniza tional response to these conditions f r o m

t he ANC' s l eader ship. I\.S long a s t he re was so"e sort of

i mmedi ... e e c risis or ne.. l aw to be o p PQs e d the ANC respond ed

wi t h d i f f e r i ng d ..g r .. .. s ot activi t y a nd r es i s t ance . Howeve r,

o ne" thei r r e s pons e s had e ither been ha rshl y suppres"ed,

uee e .....i n ..d by co-optation, o r had f a iled on. t hei r o wn t enos

the ANC l ..psed into a s t ate o f near pualys i" until t he n.ext

~Qun.d of f avorable cir cUfllSt ance s p~esented thems elves.



This i s no t to s ay tha t t h., J\NC d id nothing ill be t wflfl n

le.q . d eputat i o n s , de Uverinq pet itions, o rqalli linq OIeetings

etc . ), but rather tha. t t he o r qa ni l a. t i o n ' S ee rcce ee ce and/or

pflrce i ved i nabili ty t o s e t about t he tas k o t 10ng·tn:Jl

qrassroots o r qan i zinq amongst t~" masses of South At r i c a ns

p<.,.ents i t s e lf a. s a hallmar k of J\NC strillteqy and tactic s .

This rece o f grass r oou o r qa ni z ing c an be t raced t o two

OIa i n fac tors ; fi r stly, the dOlllinan t petite bourQeo isie d a.ss

i nt erests of t he ANC l ea d e rsh i p (se lec t e d land own ership,

acces s t o c a pita l , a 'free mark.,t, ' etc , }, t o be s ecu r e d by

lillit e d participat ion i n a bourqeo is far lia."'ent, did no t

lfInd the..s e r vee to c los e i dentH ica t i on wi t h the i n t n ests

of >lorkers a nd unemployed: and second l y, t he c onscious

s t : . t e q y of adopt i n.. a pol it ics ot a ccofl\l!lOda tion bound th"
i nt e r e s ts of t he ANC much :OCre c lose l y to those c las s es who

held tile reins (o r had q r ea t e r access I t o po litic al and
econo mi c power . As we s h a ll s e e th i s has had its own

pa.::icula r l o'l i c a nd eft ec t s on the po s s ibi litie s and

poten ti al t o r r e alitin'l an y 'lenuine nat ional l i bera t ion in

qfln eral. and to r r ad i cal t ranstorlllation i n par t i Cllhr.

Gi ven t he parlous stah ot t he ANC a s an effect ive

poli tic al orqani zation, the 'leneral s lll l e n c haracter o f t ile

libe r a t i on sttuqqle, and t he c onfi de nc e with whi c h the whi te

qove r nment was a ct in" , t h ere was the dire need t o r new

initi a tives and po li t i cal direction . More than anyth inq

else , i t ",a s t he increas in'l l y oppres sive poli t i cal and

economic ",easur<l S t a ken by whi t l ",ino r i t y big bus i ness in

alliance ",ith th<l qova rlllll<lnt (con t a. i n<ld i n t he newl y pas sed

Hertzo'l Bills that further antronch<ld white po lit i cal a nd

economic powe r a nd ownership and inc reased methods o t socia l

contr: ol ov", r t he lIl"j or i t y l that spurred t he /l.NC t o

pa r t i cipa t e i n the co nvening ot tile Al l Atr ica. Convent i o n

IAAC ) a t the end ot 1935.



as

Pa r ticipation i n ttle Me. wh. ich brouqht toqethe r for

th.e first t i me Co loreds . Blac k Na t i ona list s . Co"""unists, and

Tro ts ky is ts, was a mar ked depart", ..e from prev i o us ANC

practice wh i c h had qen"r;.Uy conUned i t self t o a n..... r ow

blac ks-only policy. One of the IIlOre s iqnifican t resu lts of

t h is ' ope n! n q up ' o f the ANC was t o pu t the M e , f o r the

first time, i n a t reae e i n di rect 4 1 I h .nce with the COINT""nist

Pa r ty of South At t ic.. lCPSAl ... r e l a t i onSh i p tha t "as to

prove i nc r ea s i n q l y i nfl ue n ti a l on the /\.NC .

The Me Wa S reall y the first a t u"p t to b r i n q t o q" t he >:

a wi d e r an'le o f anti - rac l "t o r qani aat ions and i nd i v i d ua l$ i n

some sort of l oose aU iance in order to res ist the evee- scre
res t ric t ive and o ppressive tava qes of r acial capita lism. I n

~any ways , this represented an o rganizational step f o r wa r d

i n t he s t r ug q l e aqains t wh ite c a p i t a l and the gOVerlUllent.

Kowever, thi s wa s oniy insofa r as the resultant stra tegy and

tacticS a lso IllOved fo rward from wha t had a lready been

atte mpted an d had fa i l e d t o serious ly mobilite d irec t

c ha l l e nges t o th.. syste"" Unf o r t una t .. l y , it soon beca,"..

c l e a r that t he l aa ding ei.. me n t s (p r edomi na n t l y f r om t he ANC)

in the AAC we r e s ....mingly ..are i ntares t ..d in large r nwnbers

to c a r r y ou t t he s"",e a c tiv i ti es as btlfore, rathe r than any

substantive and f o r ce f u l r e t h i nk of strategy a"d t act ics .

r " s ho r t , the Me r emained s t uc k in the s t a l e strategy

of deputa t ions and fai t h i n superio r moral atg"",ents , Wh i l e

there we r e t h o s e in t he Me llno s t l y t he Trotskyitesl wh o

pu shtld t o r a lIlo re radica l approach t o ac tio n (e . g .

boycotting t na newly f o rme d Native Rtlpresentative Council I ,

t he e nd r es u l t wa s a politics of accOllllllodation. "

Such politics o r accommoda tion, a l be i t pursued a t a

parti cularl y yo u th fu l s t a g e i n th.. d .. v.. lopmel'lt or the

lib .. r a tio n s t ruggl .. , wa s to be come a ha llmar k o r t he ANC a nd

i t s t u tu r .. alliance pa r t n .. r s . This can partly be expl . ined

by wh.t has t u rned ou t to be an ag e l es s t radition wi t h i n the



"
we a lli ance a nd p articula r l y its Luduship - ho ldin; t he

fin bel ief t ha t ac:<:ommodatinq the wi de s t poss ible sp.."trWII

of i deolo'li"al and class interests, and at tempttnq to

s u ppress dU ter"nces betwe en such inte rests , wil l pre sent

the sur est and shortest route t o national U beut i on .

I t was c!1,l[ln q the yea rs L936-L945 ttl...t the Loq1<: or

t h is k i n d o f libera tion po litics bec&/Ie t he qu i d i n<;J

p r incipl e be hind t he stnteqy of t he ANC and i n particular

i t s alli ance partner t he CPS!\. . for i t! part, t he CPSA had

dutifully followed the dic t ate s of ita Mo s cow mentors by

pursuing t he strateqy of a 'peo!'le's t r on t ' (later, dur in;

Wo r l d Wa r II to e eccee a 'united f ron t' ). I n theory, tne

' peop le ' s f r o n t ' strateqy streHed the need t o btl n;

t o g e t he r .. 11 soc lal forces tnat Iliqh r phy a positive r ole

in fu rtherinq the d e..., nds of nationa l lib., ution . In

practice. i t meant t wo thinqs: nrst, sideli.ninq the bhc~

wo r kinq chss as a majo r force for radic a l ch.anqe in favor

o f ' p r oq r e ss i ve ' wh i t e labor, ' l i b e r a l ' Bri t i sh/

internationa l ca p i t al , a nd black Afr i can nationa l ism; " a nd

second, to i d e n t if y socia l ism ( i. .. . work in 'l class politics l

a s a ltlOs tly forei 'ln (wh i t e ) i d eo l o q y tha t was not

appropri ate t o ' Afr ican conditions ' and a 'lene r a l obstacle

to national liberation o f t h.e black rtla j o r ity of South

A f rica . U

Co n tro l l ed b y a lIlOd erate leade r s h i p unable t o t ranscend

its o wn lillited v r e .icn , t he ANC fo und cOlNIIOn qr ound with t he

CPSA in the i r ' pe o ple ' s front ' s t r a t eqy.'· Throu'lhout t he

e", r l y 19 4 0 's this s t r a t e 'l y Led to suppor t fo r t he all i ed wa r

ef f or t ..n d the a c t i ve discouraq.me nt of mi litant mass

action . 1U the f o llowi n q l etter f r o m Or. Xuma (Pr e s i d e n t

Genera l of the ANC) to Gene ral SlIlu tS in 1942 stated:

We are a larmed at t he nUlllber o f avo icLlble stri kes
that ha ve t" ~en place rece ntl y . I t also s eems t o
us tha t t he methods used to dea l with some ot the
par t i c i p a n t s in these stri ~es a r e not calculeted



to ilbProve the situ~tion.• . The use of s o l d i e r s ~ nd

~ t1llO ured ,,~u a ..a i ns t un~ rtlled stri ltets lIIa y be
.. r onql y mi s co nst r ued ls i c l by the rank and f ile of
o u r people . . .We deplore the cccur r eece o f any
st ri ke ~ t t he present time, a s " e realise th.. t
t hey tend t o I mpede the nation.. l ..ar effo rt as
"ell .. 5 t o strain r ..ee u l.uions b e t ween b lac ks
and " h ite s We a r e ..n"ious not to eOlb a rrass the
..overnment We hwnbly and r espect fully r equest
t h e Pr ime Min i s t er t o <ec e be a deputa tio n f r om
t h e ANC and CNETU (Counci l. of No n-Europe .. n Tude
Un ions ) . . . t o assis t you to.... r d settlement o f
r ""ent s t r i kes ..nd p r eventncn Qf f u t ure st rikes."

De s piU t he ~ "ti lle P.NC/ CPSA .. Uiance stnteqy o f
limi ting mus actiQn . the years IQU o.. i n q the end ot Wo r l d

War II s~" e " ten s i ve s t ri kes b y the black "Q r ltinq "lass . "

Thi s took place with i n a context i n ..h i c h the whi te ,
predQmi n ~n t ly Enqiish-speaki nq r a l inq c l an "as seeltin.. SQJlle

s o r t ot sol ution to bo t h the potentidly di sruptive po..e r Qt

labor a nd the rin ot .>.trn..ner po litic a l as p i ra tio ns . J\bolle

a ll, the in t eres ts ot "hite c~pital had to be pro t ected and

t he ' c oo pe r a t i o n ' Qf bh.c k hbor se"ured . " Since t he

progr..... Qf the M C/ CPS'>' pos ed n o rea l th<ea t, i t " a s t he

blae k l .. OOr "",vemen t t h .. t f Ol l t the brunt ot s tate

r e p r ess i on. The eventual de fea t ot the labor mOllement du r inq

t he 19 40 's "as situa ted I n two !actors t ha t we r e out s idOl i ts

eo n t r o l: ti r s t l y, t he et es s st ructure of South ,>,trican

s o cie t y made it suc h that the " socld weiqh t o f the

proleta ria t as a force fo r demo,,<atk chanqe waS as yet

insubstantial w
; .. nd s econdly, the "..ea kness of libe r al ism as

a po lit ical t o r c e wi t hin t he ruling cja s s and the

d ecisiveness with whi c h the ru l. i ng c l as s as a whole attacked

t he orqanized labor movement. w30

e y the c l o s e o t the decade t he South Atrican libe ra t i on

hndscII.pe l ooked decidedly barren . The b l ac k wo rking clas.

and labor movemen t we r e reel inQ under the de feats they had

suf f ered, t he 'people ' s t r ont ' o f t he ANC a nd CPS,>, r emained

s t u c k I n ..n outmoded and fail ed politics ot ~ccolUllOd~tion,



"
a nd t he r1 ght · ... ing Af rikane r controlled ~ationa l party 

proll1",1n9 eve n harsher suppress ion o t the black population

h a d g a i ned polit i c a l control of the co un t r y i n the 19 48

white elections.

Wha t emer ged from this period wn the deci sive e e reae

of a wo r kinq el a ss- led "eeiaUst alte r na tive to Afr i can

n a t ionalism i n the struggle re r Sou th African liberation .

Mu d l of the impe tus f o r this d e veloP!"ent lies on t he

doorstep o f t he CPSA and its policy of s u blne r q i nq

i n de p e nde n t workin,. clan orqaniuHon and i ntere s ts under

t h e b a nn... of a broad-based al liance with Afr ican

na ti.onaUs", as its guiding principl e. " ! wo u l d " <q ue t h" t ,

no t only did such a s ture,.y fundulentally weake n t he black

labor rnoVl!men t (and thus the black ""'" ,,<! s as a .. no Ie' , but
i t crea ted the conditions in wtli c tl s oc i alism wa S viewed as

e i t he r i na p p r op ria t e and t o r an obstacle to the i lMlediate

l iber a tion strugqle - national l ibera t ion wa s thus

analyt i cally and p ractically ci rcUll.sc ribed . ..." a result.

A. t r i <;: an nat iona lism became politically and strate qically

heqe rnon ic a l be i t in a llIOre radicaliud fOrnl _ r r om hen. on,

the ANC " a s t o b e t ile major ve h i cle to r t h.t ne" lleqellOny .

The Ri s e o f ~al Nationalisms

By t he e nd ot 1949 t here we r e t wo ' n e w' orqani utions

that r e i gned su p r eme """"nq s t thei t r espec t i ve constituenc i es

- the Af rika ne r dominated Na tio n al Party and the AIIC, no w

dominated by its youth l.uq ue. The r espec tiv," heqelOOny of

t hue t "" orqanizations qave r ise t o an e ve r heiqh t e n i n q

d u d o f nat ional ist vis ion i n whi ch the r es p ective

na t ionalisllls in ma ny ways f ed otf ea Ch o the r . ' ·

Aft er narrowly s ecurin" victo r y in t he 19 49 all-white

e lections Dr. Ma lan and t1 is National Pa r ty quickly set abou t

t h e tas k of i ns t i t u tin" a ranqe of laws a n d decree ... th.t

wo ul d deepen exis t inq leq a l1 zo:td u c i s", and fo rm. the



fOundaqon fo r the spe ci f i c a ll y Af rika ner vers i on of

llp a rthU d . As 1II1lny s tudies ha v. shown (Li pt o n 198 5, Bunt1nq

19 8 6, Hn.. and Da v i s 1990, ~o lpe 1990, and Ti ckti n 199 11 t he

i mpe t us behind thi" deVflloPf!lent cam. from t wo sources: th,

ne ed of t he new Na tional Par t y t o seCure tl\ e support of

t ho.e 5t!ctou of ",l\ i te s ocie t y (wh i t e ....,r .inq class,

Afri kaner f a rmer., Afr i ka n e r pet ite bourqeoisi .. , who we r e

th r eatel'led by i nd u . t r i al i za tion and futthe r capi talis t

develo......nt; and t he need to "'ee t tl\e new dellla nd . o f such

e c o no mi c development ( i .e . increased exploi tation o f tl\ e

blac k labo r re r ce r . Ai t ho ug h t he racis.. o f tl\e Na t i o n al

Party a l\d r ac i al histo r y o f South Af r i ca provided a tir..

f Ou nd a t i o n o n whic h t o construct apartlleid, t he hi storical

deve loplllent o f apa rtheid has always nee as much to do with

cl a .s c"ms i deratio ns as those of r ace. "

In the space o f l ... s t ha n t wo ye ars the n e w governmen t

Ilad int roduced t ile Prohi bition of Mix ed Mar r iaq u Act, tile

I "Unoral i t y Act Ip r o h i b i t ed inter-racial sexua l re lat.i.ons ),

the PoPul a t ion Registrat ion Act In a t i o na l roll ac c ordinq t o

r acial classifi.cation), t he Group Areas Act (d e Ola r ca tin q all

l a n d use ac co r dinq to race l , and t he Suppression o f

COll\lllUnislll Act (o utlawi nq the CPSI'. a nd q1v1nq wi de powe r s of

Si. l encing any pe r s on and/o r orqanizat ion see kinq chanqe l .

At the 'ame t ime, t h .. Natio na l Pa r t y INFl eOlbar ke d o n a

P roq rarn to e ns u r e that Afrikan e rs would be 'l i ven s pecial

e c o no mi c p r ivile'les a n d s e c u r ity . The liP also nationa l ized

key i ndustries, puttinq t he m i n t he hands of the Af r ikane r

stoate a nd giving the nascen t r ul1n.. class a powu f ul too l o f

aCcumul ation a nd e co nomi c pcwer. Al t llo uqh the Nat i o na l Party

had verbal ly assaulted t he power and privile qe o f English

SP ea k i n'l capital t he r e seen elllerqe d a quiet understandin..

t h.at both stood t o beneUt from t h e 'new' apa rthe i d

Pl:"oqram. .· ' This · unde r su.nd i nq ' spread to internat iona l

Ca.p ital as Io<el l , who se principals were always in t ile ma rke t



..
f o r l _ - w.<;I . · "". b i .' .nv~ro.,..nu in wh i <;h t o invut •

••peciAlly wh~n they knew thei r rup..::ti... 9 DVer_ e , would

SIl.,po rt the i r bustn."" _"untie. ..s inti-co-unist

"patr iottS-.
sY!"P to.... r rc o f ttle IlIJl90 t t ive r o l e pl.yed by

inurnu:iclla.L c . pl r . l " e n the .,l1t1·.11110 n dQlllof l o.ans
• • unde<:! :0 t he lI..tic .... l Pu t y qo..."naen t dur in; eM 1950, .
b Y the neooly ( 0"_ 1I0r lCl lank . A! tu vis>tinq South Attic.

0 /\ " ' raet - find l"'l ' .1 .S10n in 19~O I&or l el Ba nk Vio;e·

Pr.sident Robe r t GA rne t reported th. t :

The 9. 1\1( ' ••U$1011 t o Sout h .U ric," i s satis fhd
th. t the 10en wou ld be per te<: tly $0..,..;1, and I\lVh l y
d.s iu.b l e t or the b.nk to .... .l• • sinee South
At tiea '" d.vdo~nt 11 r eq. :de d I. " hi<;lIly
illlpOr tan t . Th. fllseion f ounel South Aftie a .. fine.
st ronq country o f fi ne .,eopt. And t he 10.1'1 woul d
be an e x c.i h n t ban kl n'l' p r oposition . Th. " i :...10n
has be ",n i mp ound by th. vui . t y of Sou th
Af r i ca ' s i n dus t r la l d.v.lop ment . . .• cr.di t
s tandi n g ... • ne othe r soure .s o f c a pi t al. "

Such p e rspe c tive s s.t th. tone for wha t w,," s t o b . e o m,

1I.rge-sed. invQlvem.nt o f i n ternltiQnal ~ in4nce c apit4l 1ft

th. South African . conollly . Th. i ncreas i ng int.Qration o f t~.

Sou t h P. f r~eal'l eeonofllY in to t h e Ql oba l e apitalht s yst...

wou l d p rov i de an iOlpo rtant sou r e . o f . c o nolllic support fo r

t h. a p. n heid s tat. and a " . 11 o f p ro H t fo r i n t . t n4tional

e .pi1:..l. IIoweve r. as I wH l show ' 1'1 Cha p t e r 6. Sout h

Afdea 's inteqra Uon into the g loba l =, ;> i ta l1s t .co<lOIIy

IoIOIl l d l a t u p rove .. strategic god••nd f o r a n AHC struqqh

~r.tt of i n t . r n al o rqa n i14tion alid · s uccess·.

Aqaills t t h e backdrop o t t h. 1940 ' s ancl .. ith l. nc r easir>q

int . r ra l pol itical and .eollOaie s <:pp t e S Slon o f t h. b l a c k

populatio n cc.bln~ " i t h .. r . surgent i n t . m a t i onal .ntl 

e-u n ls t i lDP'lr l a U s., th. ~ Youth Le.qu. fOUnd f.rti h

ground fo r its i<Hoologleal and o eq. n U a t i ona l coup d '.tat.

Wha t the Youth LAaqu. sought " a s a t u rn t o ",ss s t rug g l .

around • r . j uv.nat~ anod ' PIlr. ' Alrle.n ... t l ona l i s t



IlO vellent. ,hey viewed p~ev iou. h i 11,1res o f t he ANC as a

~esult o t t he invasion o t libe ~ al a nd so.; i alis t i d e a s th. t

were Ollt of pl ace wi t h thei r own idea lized vi . i on o t an

Atrican na tionalism wh i ch woul d rec l a im. sense ot Afr ican

co....un ity and <::lea rly identi ty the enemy a. the

<::olon ial/ impe ~iallst invader. The p r ogram o t the Youth

Le ague "" a s not d..sig ned to pUsh the ... prog ram. ot the

Atri <::a n nationalis t es tab li shmen t b 'lyond its liberal lilllit.

but r a t her to reca pture the p. st i n t h., name ot an irn4gined

conununity ot Afdeans . ~"

t'he Yo uth l eague h. d s et out a ne" vis ion tor th., ANC

and At r ica n n.hona lism i n its 19 44 minHesto. I n the i ~

-s eeeee ene ot Policy ' they s t ated ,

t'he Africin , on his side , r eqirds t he Uni verse !IS
one cOllposit., "hole ; i n organ ic entity,
p rogressivel y driv i ng t owu d s grut er hi""'ony i n d
unity whose individual parts e lus t m.,re ly is
interdependen t u pe.;ts o f on., whol., rea li s ing
their tullest lHe in th., corpora t e lite where
eo"",un al con t.en t a en t. i s the absolut., ..easu n o t
v a lues. liis philosophy of life strives t owards
u nity and agq regation; tcverds "rea t er socia l
r esponsibili ty .

Under the sub-heading ot • Our Creed' t hey wr o t e ,

• "lie be lieve i n the divine des tiny o t na tions.

• The qoal o f a ll ou r s trugg les i s At ri.;anism a n d
our :aot t o is "Afri.;a'. C.. use Mu. t Triumph 
(o r i q i nal e lllphasis )

• 11.. believe that t he na t i ona l libe ra tion o f
Atricans wi ll be achieved by Afr icans
exeeeerve s . We rej ect forei qn l e ade r ship o t
JUrica .

• lie ma y bo r:cow llsefu l ideologies t:cOOl fo reiqn
ideologies, bu t we r eject the who l e s a l e
i rtp o r t a tio n o f f oreign i deoloqleS into Atr i e a .

• lie com,bat ITIOra l d isinteqra tion amonq ""t:c l c ans
by lllll intain ing a nd upholdinq hiqh ethi.;al
stana.. r ds o u r s e l ves .



..
II . beli. .. . i ll t lla un i ty o f _ u ...fri clI n s fro .
t ile lCe .h e"cr an.... S•• i ll. til. IIon,h t o t ile
I nd l " .. and lUI . nt1c oallnl i n t he Sou t h · and
that At t i c ""• • us t Sp el lt ..ith one "Ole • • ••

Ca nj u n llq liP 1"'le5 o f a n indivisible a nd ill"Uan.01"

" t r ice n ... t l onl1 i s "" t h e You tll tA ..q"" ,..o;Ie t h ai r _va .o t t ha

ANC' . annu" l c on f e r enc e i n ~_r. 1949. OUt IOen c !Ouch o f

the Gld L••d a U lllp "nd in clUH the younq turks " I th chd f

Pr0 'lramme o f Action es the n . " b• • con o f t ile ANC . ·· I n t he

pr0 'lramme o f Actio n t h" L"aql,lll h.d o utlined wna t t h" d ......" d '

o t the ANC ' ho" l d b e with th" emphas is on see kinq ' n.tion" l
t ee.do...• . nd 'ul f - d e t e no in" U o ,, ' . KOwtve r . i n terms o f tile

p o lit ical conten t o f such a . ...nds th" pt c q ra-e r"III. 1""d

fi r-I y wi t h i n t n. l i b. tll d elODCut ic t radition . I t c:. 114'4

t o r Wtll" ri 'l'lIt ot d ire<;c npr u e ntet l on in .11 the 90 vefnHlq

bodie s o t ttle coun t ey" ..nd ~ t~e ..t>o!i t ion o t all

d ifte e.n U al 1l1S t i t u t 10 ns o e bodi•• speciall y cna t ecl t or

Atr i ca ns . ~

Th e ..,st u'poe t..n t b ue k wlth the o l d s t uteq y .nd

t actic s t llo u",11 wa . t '- co_itMnt t o ,b r e c t ..ction and us.

:aobiU 1'aUon . TIl. PrO<;lr _ c dlld t o r the ..."l O)'ll. nt o f

~ the t o llo.. t " ", .....pons : i_dilc. a"d ..eew e boyco t t .

s t n ke, c i .. l1 disobedience , !\On-coope ution ao nd ' 1,Ich ot~. r

lI\eans ~ t o ecco~li sh t h e i r d ...nds ." Und e r l y i " q t he

P r o qr.nune .... , t ~ e I!t lCl"lcU t i on th.. e t he 'ID&SSIIlS ' OolOul d

n.t"lf .. l l ~ ce s pe nd t o t hese c e ll . .. n d i n t his IIl lC p, ct.. t i o n t he

Le.q.." ! s 1I0t all wro ll", . Al thou",h t h. black WQr kin", clan

.nd pe nt r y h.d beell ~.rd hit b y t h . d e t eats o f t he 19 40' s

. n d we r e . t a",qlr1 n q unde r ch, .... i q ll c o t che ' lIew ' .. p.. r c ~e id

o rder. ch. " u .... i n ed a n undy ln", U",hti" ", sp i r i t c h .. t wu

r ...dy t o be UPfad . the L... ...ue 's v i . i on a nd s cretlq~ t or ..

e "di caliled Afric an ... Ci o n.l l "," t i l l ed the 9.P ...

Despit. t il, statN ho l tili ty o t uny Youeh qu. rs to

the rol l o t t hl CPSA i e wa l not 10"9 blto r . it ..-bers be",...

to r e Cl a i _ influence And pos iHon w1t!l1n t he AIlC . '!hll



"
Helll/Oed from t wo ~ epa.rate but equall y i mporta n t

development s : the .!IeU·dissollltion of t he CPSA in 1950 ( j us t

af ter the p assaqe ot t he Suppress ion o f Co_unism Act ) and

i ts r ec ons titution i n s ec ee e, a l tho u<;I n. t he ANe now be came

t he ma in vehieh throuqh "'n1c h t he CPS... worked (.....ny white

pa r ty me lll.bers a lso joined the new ly formed dl-wh i.t e

Con .. r u s o f Oe moc r a t s (COD) l; a nd t h" "dopt10n b y t he CPS A

of a n i deoloqicd fr am"work i n whi ch It arque d for t n ..

s t tateqie prima c y o f whac i t t e nned ' r e vo l u tio n a r y

n.. tiona1 i s",' o ver s o c i al i sm .

The CP SA made the 4r<;lw'''.nt that ' black ' Sout h At t i c e

"a s a ' c o l o n y ' of i t s wh i t e oppressors. Callin g f or a

' r e vo l u t i o na r y pa rty of wo rke rs . pe a s ant s , i n t ellec tual s ,

an-d petty bour g eo isi e " whos e object i ve would be nationa l

libe r a t i o n , t he CPSA 9ave anal ytical and o r9ani zationa l

content to wb a t was t o ee cee e kno wn a s t ile t wo-s t aqe the ory

o f stru9 9le ...

Se tting t ile Bo undarie s of Liberation

Oth e r t ha n t be 19$0 May Da y s t ay-away" (p e o ple no t

re p o tt i n 9 I'or work ) , wbicll p roved t he untapped mi li t a ncy o f

t he bla c k wo rk i nq c lass a s we ll a s the ha rsh counter

ae e su r e s wh ite busin<lSS a n d eee state we r e wil l i n .. t o

lI. p leme n t , very lit t le "as s actio n / s t r u9 ql" t o o k place until

1 9 ~2 . I n t h a t yea r the ANC ell\barked on a nat ion al Defia nce

Cam pai9 n which wa s des i9ne d to repea l numero us 9 0 vunm"n t

Act s pa ssed s i n ce 1948 by brinq i n q t09"t tler , o n a na t iona l

lev el , v ar ious l oc a l "rle va nces t ha t "mana ted t ro... di sparate

co llt/lluniti e s . Al t ho uqh t tle Def iance Campa i 9 n ne e mo s t often

be e n (s i mp l y) d escribed a s a n ill\Po r tan t 'tu r n i nq po i nt' for

the ANC t o wa r d s lIass ",c tio n and c on fi rma t i on o f t h" .>.NC '"

' r a d i ca l i zat i on' ,'· t b" wa y i n which t he Campa i q n was



"
strateqi Zlld and conducted raise s s erious ques tions about

this i n t e r p r H a tio n.

Conceived as .. non-violent ...55 ac;tion Cll,"paiqll to put

prll.s5u re on the rulinq c lass for [ .. t"rIllS, the Defiance

Ca mpa i qn f o llowed t he s a rll" s t ra teq i c 109ic as previous

efforts l i . e . the be l ief t hat throuqh Illo ra! ilrqument and

" " • .,ple the AllC could persuade the qove tnraent t o m~md it s

way s ) . De:spit" the stated n eed t o br i n .. toq"ther the ' IIUS'

of peopl e in action, t he Core of the Campaiqn ce n t e r e d

aro un d the e xampl e o t the national l e a dershi p volullt e e d nq

t o en<;laqe in non-violent civil disobedience .

There was li t tle i n the way of orqanizinq t he u r b an
bl ack wotlc inq cre ee who " e r e by tar the IIlOst orqan i rahl"

sectio n o f the ' ma s s e s ' d ue to their phys ica l conce n t ra tio n

i n urban a r e u and genera l so c ia l con:::!itions . This c an be

at t ri buted t o the character of t he Ca mpa i qn. the main

f uture beinq t o c ourt arre s t throuqh highly public acts o f

c i vil disobedience i n wh i c h IIIOst workers co uld not a fford t o

pa rticipate for obvious re" s o n s . One o f the distinguishinq

fe a tll r e s of the Carnp"iqn Wa S the q r a ssroots i n vo ive me n t of

wome n Who viqo r ousl y p rotested the proposed e x te ns i o n M the

pas s -la ws to Women. This WaS a n illlpor tant development

be caus e WOme n had been consc i o us l y l eft in t he backqround of

t he libe r a t ion struqqle ; now their s t ruq q h s p iac<ld g e nde r

issues o n a libe r a t i on a ..e n d a dominated by patriarchal

i n fl ue nces a nd pract i ce .

Be l i<lvi.nq t hat a caut ious. top-down, non -vioie n t

approaCh wa s the bes t (a nd only) wa y t o c onduc t mass

struqqle, the ANC t u r ned a ~tentially us e f lll netic i nto a

st ra t e q l.c principle. " Fear i ng t he power of the apartheid

s t ate, a [<;Juinq that the ' ..asses ' were no t pre pared for

Ili!i t a n t contronta t ion. and still believinq in OlOral

suasio n . the ANC recoiled trom lIas s mobilhation . The

Canlpa i qn a c hieved none of the reforms i. t had e ....a nde d .



"
An .rgum~nt ~.n be mad e that the ANC l'&de ~ship

followed this stute'llc pa t h fo r a number ot 'ration.. l e '

t tll 5 0 ns : • fea r that lIlilitant a ctio n would be pte!ll& ture a nd

unorganiHd; a belid that a ec e e eltpltc i t chall eng e to the

sta te "'Oul o;l b rlnQ an e " treme ly hauh r esponse f ro", t he s t a t e

wh i c h "'Ould po t e n t 1al ly 'decapitate' t he move me n t ; and

s e e i n q the internation a l si t UiltiQn as being pa r t ic l,l larly

hostile to more lII i litan t ac t iv i ty on the part of a ' t hird

wo r ld' l i be r a t i o n mO\relllent.

While each ot t hese reasons can be se en a s 'rationale'
choices / responses to u n f avora ble e Mi s ting ob j ec: ti\re

c onditions, I wou l d a .. que differently; tha t the s t r a t e g iC

choices made we r e ttle r uult o f the s pecific wa y in whic h

the A1IC I n d e r Sh i p 'rat iona lly' fo rged i.ts i d e o l o gica l and

s tr4teqic approach t o ' '"-ass ' s truqq l e ever a period Of time.

The possi bili ties Of struqqle present in the l a t e 1950 ' s

(i. e. colftbini nq ob jective condit ions a nd s ub, ec t i ve

p u r p Qse ) , rested precisel y on t he deq r ee to "'h ich the

l ..ade rship o t the dOlli nant s oc ial / po l i tical IOOvement, the

ANC, i n te r ac t ed with , llnd l e d t he basic Imatee ially l o c a t ed)

s trugqles raised from the 'qroun <i' . ( It ves t he character of

t ha t process t ha t r e l a t ed di rect ly to t he potentialiti es o f

change un<ie r fl uid objective te e ee eae n condit i ons ) . Th e

l e a d e r s h i p's choice to privileq e a static c onc e p t i on ot the

o b jective (u ltima te l y reflec t ed in practic" l, "'as

dise mpowerinq ot t he e i ch. possibi lities o f steuqqle .

In 1953 t he 10q1 c of the ANC' s nationalist p roqra lll

resulted in the establish=ent Of "'ha t "'a s t o becom.. kn o wn as

t h .. Cong ress Al.lianc e . The fo ue ' d i s t inc t nat iona l qroups '

(S l a c k, Iihi t e , C0 10",re d, India n ) ",e r e r e p resented i n the

All i a nce by t he AnC, the Congre s s o f O..mocrats, t he South

Af eican Coloured Orqanisa tion, a nd the South Af r i ca n I n<iian

Conge""s res p ective ly. I nd u <i..d i n t h e Alliance wflre a lso

the newly f o rmed South African Congress o f Tead", Unions



sc

(5ACTln . , nd the pr.do.-in.allt1y whi U f ede r a tion o t So uth

" t n c .an 1I00n crs"") . Th. i r ony w" t ll.. t t h e Al lianc'

s l t t a ced the nci.. l c:U a qo r u . o f t h e Ip,lrtheid . t& t • •

Il, Uon.l l d . n h U e . tiCln had ~. !Ill! c i r c le .

Althouqh the ..jot l t y o f t he AHC l e ade r s hi p It h. r•
..... d t o be little c:.llv4l. linq o f the ';'Iene r. l "~r.hlp "

op i n ion s ) we r e c: l ••r l y . upper t! \/. o f t he fonut i cn o f the

,UU . nc e . o ppes i tion d i d .ri .l.rQU inq tha t t h, Allilno;,' ,

U bl e .l '.ulti- r a c i . l h .. ' un d.raini nq r ad i ca l Alt i c:"n

lI.t10nil1 1• • , NIt You t ll lA. q u . _ _ .. s 11k. Potl .. ko Lltba l l o

. nd Rob. rt Sobukw. o ppo n d t ile NIC ' s partic ipation 1n the

All 1. n<: • . It wu tile s . ... n Wl\o _f. hre r t o 1••d .. s pUnt. r

qrollp o u t o f the ANC .nd fors th. r i v d Pan A ftic:.nlst

CORII l e s s ( PACl . Th.r. ..as . 110 oppos i tion froll l , f t c utte.

o f t h . ANc who , 1n the ..' in. r . j . c;ted t he cac i al

dapa c t me n t a l i za t i o n o f tha l ibe cat i on move ment : i nstead t hey

.... , i n t h l! o cqa n icaU onal ehl C ll~teC o f t hl! AU i a nc e ,

con f irma t ion of tha ccntin~inq r e tra at t r om c l as s s truqqle

and o r q lln i Zl t ion . "

Tha ticst IlOVa ot tha AHbnc e "as the decision t o d raw

up the n"", !.aJIOUS !'cn doll Char tn ("'a a .....pendix Al .e t tin q

o ut i ts bl",ic p r o q r All and d a..nd• • Conce p t ua l1 u d .s a

<1OC\I.IIle n t that "'Ould . xp r as. tha VI o f the ' pe o p l a ' ot
Sou t h At ric. . tha Fceado. Cha r ta r t o be cOll. t ha 9u idin9

..n i t a s t o o f t l>a AN<: .Ui.nca and . vantua U y t o be r a9a.cdOl'd

b y l.rqa nllllbe r ", o f t lla o ppu s . Ol'd a. r apr.s.ntat h 'a o f t haic

a spi c. tions . " [lr a t t ad b y I .ulI-c_l t taa o t t he Ifat l o nal

Actio n COIIalt t _ (a bod y .at up by the Alliance f o c thi-.

l pac i tic t • • k l , t he Cha r t. r b4a o f t e n been pce ",a nted b y the

AllC • • cepn,,,.nt.Uve o t t he · ""l C.· o t t ile peopl. o f So ut ll

At ri e • • Des p i t e the i~r.ssi.. nu.bec o f peop le who

pactic i pa t ed I n t ile Cha c t a c ' . pub l ic adoption .t l ilp tovn I n

.luna 1955. tile pcoce ss b y ...... l c ft t lla dc>o;uae n t .... dr.wn- up

.nd . dop t ed i nvo l ved a nlac t Al lia n c . aeabec s llip. , .



Sta tinQ t hat Sout h Af ri ca ~belonqs t o a ll who live in

it" a nd call i nq f o r "a d e lOOcrni c s ta te , based on t he wi ll

o f the peo pl e " th'! Ch ar t er set out a lis t o f • shall '

d eraands," Th'! s'! were Qrou ped undu the f o l l owi no; headin9s:

the peopl e shall qovern ; a ll na tional q r oups shal l ha ve

equal riqh ts ; t he peo ple sha ll s ha r e i n the count ry 'S

wea l t h ; th '! l a nd s hall b e s hared amo nq t hos e who work it;

a ll shall be e qua l be fo re the La w; a ll s hall enjoy e q ua l

hUll\a n riqhts; there shall be w<> rk and security; t he doo r s of
l ea r n i nq and c u l ture Sha ll be o pened; the re s hall be hous es ,

secu rity and c omf' ort; t h e re s hall be peace and t riendship .

The under lyin9 pu rpose b ehind each o f t hese qe ne r a l demands

was to res pond to wha t ANC Preside" t Al be rt Luthuli cal l ed

" the conditions lo hH obt a in: ha rsh, oppressiv '!, a nd unjust

conditio"s.·.. rne eee, t he Char t er Came at a t i me when t he

apartheid qoverrunent was consolidati"q i ts discrimina tory

leqislation and conduc t inq a n increas1nqly concerted a ssa ul t

on o rqanized forms of o pposition both Local and nationa l.

Th e adoption of t he Freedom Charte r as t h e ANC's

primary politica l a"d "CORomic prOq U fl r epr'!umted t wo

important development s: f irs t, i t codified t he IINC' s

COlllJllitment to an accorrunodationis t s t ra t e q i c appro ac h t o

national libe ra tion . St re s .ino; the need for a e ui er-ei aes

char ac t er to t he struqq l e fo r na t i ona l liberation , a nd for

wha t can only be called consensual poli tic," , the Charte r

provided the 10 <;l i cl1 toun dat i on for a s t rateqy of

id,,0109 ic.. l ..nd class accoOlllloda tioni s... · ' The concep t of t he

' people' Calle to be Seen primar i l y a' constitu"nt o f all

socia l c r esses divided a l on9 racia l lines . Na t i on a l

libe r a tion was s t rat e qicaliy se p arated from socia l

libe r a t i o n , Racial l y defined nationa l l i be r a t i on assumed

strat l!9 ic c e" t e r-staqe a n d Wa S t o qUi d" t he ANC' s app roach

h"nce fo r th. "



"
Secondl y. it npru e n tecl iI pa tt icu l a r ideoloqlcd

· pu -t y - line ' . DespHe t il" e bi.as l and t tle boIne o r t h

l anqv.. q . i n t he Ch u t a t l by tlla ANC ~lhnce thilt thy

eon a t i tll t ed .. 'n.t i.o~l _,,_nt ', tn.. CIIatte r ... . ttle

speci f i c: p r oqr uuuU c n tlKt ion o f .. politic:.l o r qiln i U t i o n

seekinq .. p rOlli n"n t t a l a in qovarn lnq the coun t ry Ci . .. ..

~rty l . Th. consC:iOl.ls hsion o f this p;& r t y proqr&110 " ith " n

.U-inchsi". nat i ond ' .. i ll ' p t OYlCl.-cl t tl " AlfC w1 t h the

wsis t o c:h.i... nation.ll undAta, no t s ub)ac: t t o the

" r u t i n y .nd de lloc: nUc: ptoc..... usoci a t ed with tfl<l

princ i p le o f popula r , ".S-baled party po li tic: s . "
Th e d eooands of the Ch.lna r d i d o H e r .. stated

d r" tn.ttv. to a pa n he i d .. nd p rovided an illport" n t r d l y i nq

poi nt for oppos ition t o it . How. ve r . in it s du i r. to qf.tlla r

.11 loc il l ee r ees into i t _ foi d . t ha Conq r ..u ,\l1 h n<:. l e f t

Ilueh o f t h ,. Char t .r ope n t o ... d . spre. d intup t e t . tlon . So ,

tot . " ...pl., t h. e laua. d"IU" dlnq t h.t the ' p.opl . sh.ll

s h.r. i n th. country ' s ..eal t h ' ha s be . n i n t " r p r . t ed i n a

host o f ..a ys: en e aparthe ~d I t.U, and subsequently lIuc h o f

t he bl.ek wor ki n.. e i ..1 . 1Id unemploy. d, h . ve ae ,. n th. c l aus .

at ... . n i nq the .pp r opr iat i o n o f lat'1. -acale pr iva t. ca pi t al

to • n . .. IU j Ot it y- c onteo l l ed s t.t. , sOllle Sou t h Af e i can

sociali.. ta h. v,. s ••n v i .1on.. o f woe_. t -con t roll.d ' PIlCpl .' s '

_i t t.ea 1n dU.ne. ..ith a f rienclly s t a t . r unn i n9 the

l'COoo" y, IUny n.t ionall.s t .. hJIV. foreaeen a 'lli>led- . cona-y ·

when both the sta t ••nd pt1u te c.p1ta.l shar. t he driv. r '.

,..,a t , re<l i . t r i bu t i n'1 r.sour cn to c:cr e . c t apartheid

ab.l.nc.s, and s o on.

S iat h rly t he d...nc1 tll.at 'the peopl e shdl 9O\'II. rO ' ... .

open to aabiquoua int.cpr.tatton . ro r the ANC the "",r d

' peop l e ' wa s c:cnc;:.ptua li red as ..an1"9 . 11 t llose wi t h an

l nt e r e s t , ..h.t....e r th. -ath'atiollS , i n end l fl'1 ap. r theid . I n

a 1956 article i n t h. South Af r-ica." jOll r nal LiM e_tion ,
IId.o n Mandeh c onh:-ed s\lCh . .. IUlderst.nd~nq :



The Char t e r does no t con t elllpla t e (s o c: i d i s t )
e cooc etc and poli tic al chanqe s . Its d eclara t ion
' The Peo ple s hd l qovu n ' vi sua li les the t r ans f e r
of power not to any sinqle s o <;: i a l <;:las s but to aLL
t he people o f t he c:ountry , be t he y wo rkers ,
pusant s . p rO fes s ionals, o r pe t ty bo u r qeois i e . "

'T hi s ubiqu ity in t h e ClIa r t a r' , clauses meant t ha t t he

ANC Alliance c:ou ld clai m tha t t ha i r stntaqic approach we s

s i ~ul taneousl y a predolD.inantly ee e i eee n e e anti - aparthe i d

umbre lla for aLL soclal 1'orces, a n d a r evolutiona ry s t r uqqle

for r a d i c a l soc ro-eccnc..a c t r ansforllation." The llla i n

proble.. wa' t ha t the ANC ' S de sired end, as expre s sed by

Ma nde l a , c:ontaine d no requirement f or the mun s needed to

fuH i LL t h e s econd claim Ii. e . providi nq orqan l zationd and

i d e<> l o q i c a l c:onte n t to the str uqqle or t he on ly socia l f orc e

capab le 0 1' forc i n q such radl ca l chanqe - t he b l ack wo rk i nq

closs} . " It wa s the collll:>1nation o f a r elatively

unorqanized, d ispara te , a nd weak/ti red wo r kinq class (a s

outl i n ed e arl ier ) and the chosen a tra t eq i e s of the ANC, that

weakened a ny poss ibl e ' l e ..di nq role' o f t he wo rk i ng class .

The adop t ion of t he f re edo.. Char te r wa s not well

received b y t he a partheid qove r nme nt . See n 45 c:onhnnation

that t he ANC (c:o n t r cLLed b~ ' white cOlMluni s t s ' ) was bent o n

t he ' v i o l e nt overthrow' O f t h" s t a t e , the ClIarte r serrt tha

aparthe i d <O.&c: hine ry i nto a n"w r o u nd of a ctivity . Ut il i z inq

ene Na t ive La b OOJ r Jl.ct of 19~ 3, the apartheid a ta t e beqan to

a rre a t l a bor l eaders and at te..pts were ....d e to s eriously

lillit t he scope of ac:t lvity o f labor ru i"unce . Pass-laws

were e nforced wi t h qrea ter zeal a n d e e eeee i veoese and the

wllite autho r iti ",,, vlqo rous ly pursued the e t hnic

fnqmenta t ion a nd con tro l Of the no n-white popu lation OJnder

th, Gr oup Areas Ac: t . In i t s conce r ted atta c:k o n t he Conqres s

Al lia.nce t he s tate ar rested a l mo s t t tle ent i r e leadersh i p i n

1956 . cha r qi n g the ll wi th t reason f o r t he a ttemp ted ove r t h r o w

Of t h e qover nme nt . t tlis 'l et in motion t he infamous Tr e ason

Trial . i n wh i c h o ver one hundred l eade r" of t h e Conqr'!ss



"
"U lanee i nc l udino <Il l t he l • • d l.n'l Hgures i ll the A.HC ....e ll

• • ~.1Jon Mandell .tId lIa lter St a ,,!u , _ re put on t r ial by

t he apartheid SUU . The rt i d d U 'I 'Ied On until 1 9 60,

c u lainuinq i n IIOSt. aU the unloe l ••denhip ba i nq t Qu nd

lIOt q Ul lty t o r lick o f av id.,lIc• .

Th. a p.o n hu d on.huqh t ... . qanerally ignored by t he

lntatna tlona l ~ity. ~l t l·n.tlon41 cor pe rat i o n.....ta
qI.Il te conten t t o inves t in t he a l n in9 1."tOf and t he

., ,, p."OIl,q indust r i al sector as 10 11'1' a s t h e . nYl f o n-en t

r... l nt'd ' stab1l' and p r oHt. tept t o 111n9 i n . Ma j or _ .tem

<;love r ne.nts p r io r it ized t he apa r theid s tat. ' s s t cataq i e
.nU-Coamunis t appeal o ve r any _ raL conc e rn fO f 4lparth.,id

poUch• . "'

I n r e sponse t o both tt,. a p a r the id state 's ot tenll ve .lId

l ocal socio- e conomic c ond itions the ra "a , .. not ice able
up . vcqa in o p pos i tio nal act i vity. Boycotts . lill,ited . t r i ka

Ictio n, .tly - " wa y s • • n t i - p." a c tion s . r l,l u , l r e v o l t s • • nd

pu.b lic delllOnnu t ions . U t o ok p lace dl,lr i n q t h e lat" 19 5 0 e .

Wh.t was notic u ble .bol,l t t h is activity waS t hat ml,lch o f It
took pt.c e wi t ho l,lt • qa.t d ... l ot d i rec tio n from the M e . "

Lo c a l o r qan i za tions (... n y .ffiU. ted 0 ' s Y\'lp. t h " Uc t o t h a

Cooqrass Allianc". , howed 1~ense , ,,so l,lrcefl,l l ness . nd

co",raqe in th" f.c " o ~ hea v y sta t" , ,, pre s s i on . Th.ra war .

&lny f ac t ors t h.t lad to tn. l a c k o f ~C i nvolv. ...n t. aDQnq

t he.. beinq t he l"ada rSh i p 'S q.n.ral ' Absenc e ' as " r . s u lt of

tha tr...s on t rial , but it .... . once a qa i n th" ANC All ianc . ' S

StUt"'llC p r i orit i es th.t phyed a &llor rol"_

UncIa rlyin\l ...eh o f tl'l. A/fC' ••p p ro.cn t o t h e .Ulh nt

acti vity und" ..... y was tne dec iUon t o WQO '<hite liben l

s u ppor t ~ or t h" a n t i -.pa rth e id s t .nc. o f tha Al l i.nc,, _ As

par t o f t h is . c :e O::la tionist a pproadl t ile AIlC d"cidotd t o

support t he (whi t e ' pa r l i ...n t a ry oppos i tion part ies I t h e

Un i t e d Pa r t y and Labou r Party ' i n til. l,l~ll\I 19 5 8 1. 1 1 

...h ite ' dections. r .arin\l the ali"natinq effects on wh ite



l ibe~al and mi ddle cla ss o pinion and see k. inq t o p~ese~ve the

unity of b roa d . ocia l f orce. within t he Al liance , the ANC

l e ade rs tli p cont inually .ouqtlt t o limi t t h e scope o f mass

mi l i t a ncy . " Goinq s o f a r a. to retreat f rOll the demands

contained i n ttle r teedolll Ctlar ter, and t a kinq black. 'mass '

.uppor t fo r qnnted. t he ANC stnteqy helped cre ate the

conditions whereby t he des iqna t ed ' lMsses ' were o;Jre at 1y

we a kened . Despite the ANC' . e f for ts, t he Nat i o na l Pa r ty won

a ma j o r i ty i n the e lectio n e, t he whi te o pposit ion was

s e vtrely .....u l ed. and m.ilitant a c tio n b y the blac k. worki nq

class and oth e r 'IIla SS' fo r ces wa s 'Jiven a sharp blow."

None of th i s s e eme d t o de ter the ANC f rom its chosen

s tra teO;Ji c di r ection. At the 195 8 annual ANC conference t he

o r qanization adop ted a Constitu tion i n wh i ch t he ' Aim s and

Objects ' o f i ts s t ruggle wtre , " to un ite t he Afr i can people

i.n a powerful and ef fecti ve i ns t rwaen t t o .ecure the i r own

c o mp l e te liberatio n fr om all f o m s of d i s c r i"i nation and
na t i ona l o pp ression ; t o prolllO t e and protect the i n t e r e s t s of

the Afric a n peopl e in all ...tt ers ... ; to st r ive fo r the

a t tairulen t o f unive rsal adul t suf f raO;J e and t he c rea tion of a

united and de mocratic S.A. on p r inciples outlined in the

fr e edom c har t er; a nd to suppor t the c aus e of national

li be r a tion and rig-ht t o i nde pe n de nc e of nat ions in Africa

and t h e res t o f the wcr1d . · ..

a y t he end o f t he 1950's t he ANC had ach i eved 'success '

o n numerous f ronts , ra i s i ng i t s libe r a tion profile: for qin 'J

a b r oad a l l i a nce o f social torc: e s to con f ~ont apartheid; and

adopt in.. a prOO;Jr<lss ive docunent with r ad ical pote ntial.

HOW<lver. it ha d e r e c he lped c r e ate cond i t ions in whic:h the

pos s ibilitie s o f transcend i ng a ccolllJllOdatio ni st politics Wilt<!

e eee e l< t r "",el y di ffi cul t. The m.i li tant s trugg l es o f t he

b l ac ~ worki nq cbss a nd o t he r sections o f th., Oppus".,d

m.a j or i ty did no t have a chance aqains t both t he ANC and the

apa r t he i d s t a t e . even if o ther !IIOnl structu r a l fac tors had



..
ptlyed .. "o l e 1n t he ir da tue , " The M e . dl de n ials t o t n.
con t ra ry , ..&. U ....ly planted in .. sU·."eqy of ••e ldnq

na tlo na l l i b e "a t l on t hrouqn s oc i . l tore•• who•• inter ests

... r . d i .... t r ie.l1 y opPQu d t o a"yr llin'! o t he " t ha n lilliUd

pol i tica l and <lcone-ie ".fant,M The aut_tions.
u t iona U r a " i (m s . and con ••quene.,. o f " h 1$ stra"e qy f o .... the

essence o f t he ~' . e xte r na l i z ed _t euqql . Whi c h " e . .. q t • • "
dea l e l 0 •• " t o nappeninq t han anYOn4 expec t ed a t the e nd o f

"h. dec."'.
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t ...... own YI . I~ . 1 • ,p e~aA.tl Yl .ll t ,-Ied aA t 1 11 ~ t ..
_ _ n t . S<leI> • '4.._ , .. p. " u lly oopt""ed _ , _t I
t '" d>a p t . , f._ .....e rt..~t P• • X_ I , -U tb _e• • ",,11_ t ..
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" TI" . Un f ..'I ,t" 1. I . nH' c1 u U y . ncI l u C<l
by n n.' >;>00 " ,. , 1"0 1 . All t~. y po . nt _t o _ ph' . ~eo.. t · ....
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H.uon , ......v .... ....h t h....,. ho•. ~t_ • . l Ul l y . n t n.
T ..... ..y1O . _ _ ftt _ . .. tloo cl t M ..lac" _1'"'1 d ... ......'"
t b • • ,.• • od wo._ , th.~" ~ ~ ~. t ho WO._ ·.
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U ' f u ..... f o=-<1 . Al 'houf b t tl e b . d conUt'ed it.d! to . po l i cy of
e qual n etu. hc " .,..,.n In ' h• • ' f .nU atiOn, ,/'I• • li .... h AlIC t u.de " hip
k.p, 'h. lI"",*n '. tUfU. un d u it. ' hwoO u d ' h . to. fU.' . f uneUon • • • ••
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" In p caceic• • h.....cn ' coo pu . ' l on' .... n . . ...h.... U ution . '1
tne pu' of t " . .."H• • u ii nf cl nd ""'1'..01 tho< ' nd , Voty uUt.nc•
• "" o n n chlaont d.p .nded on ! if>di nf y . to contcol . nd co-OJ" t he b l.c k
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'"Fl n• • D."is IU 90 1 , 1'." .

"I do not ",• • " '0 I "", l y 'ne' ,h••• SA .... . . Iely te>ponaiblo fo .
'hi< de"elop",.n t. I nQ,oed, ,~.,. _ c. lOOny peo ple i n t he 1• • de Uhl p of
the l .bO, .... " .,...nt . nd in o 'hot . otld i .. ~«mpinf' who , for " .,lou•
....on. , _ n t olon., ..nh t he.. ~."olo_n.. o. c,,"' lti..d ,,_ 'h•
..deli"... How." • •• it wu 'h. <PM wh i ch cho•••• in'equ.. ituU ' 0
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b • .,. Iab.led ' ,.c101 eep...li... '. fo e .. t . oel. d d i . c u..i o n. ... t h.. ...
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"rhe o n. V"~'f t t h e el.ction to t h v Pn. " I. n" y of Ot .
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"
~u UH. ), l oe th.. to.... of uqan"ot1on a nd . c ti v it y w~ l ch eh. p. " y ....
t .. nppor t. I tt ..110.< b"n\l c .. di.vide u t> f1 caU y the d.mocuU. and
, o c U 1.." u p.ets 01 the ""' \lq l .. 1M ..."'" Upat.,u ~tement• • • What
t nU pcac ticaUy lOCon ' n' tne oo>l>o.<l' n. tion of <::1....t<u\I\lh ..<I
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0 < s_ roow inn....tiy no,, _• • <:I;' . o1. Whe n thu. 10 . pe foe '~ch
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..."ki ",! d ..s ...."_nt .

"rhto",ho~..... nu t f . .. .., ..... th. .....e h ald ~p . n. Fn.d..
CnaCU' .. the d.Unin, up..ssion of .heic p r o' .,c . pp.al . "" we
.h. ll • • • • t he H .. t t ... o f .ha /oJIC'. pu..... l n. to t n...
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wh'c h 'h . AMC h.. ton.i••• nt1y c h l ,..." p ..tL tulatl y i n ,U
i n t • • national " ' na, t n• • tho Ch art a ••n d . ubuqu.n~ ""liey t.p....nt
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CHAPTER 3

£XTER!'IAL ItA'UOW : NATI ONAL LIBEAATION Of" A SPECIAL !YPE

( 1 9 60* 197 5 )

I n so fa r as a vi<;torious r e vo l ut i o n .. i ll
radi <:al l y change the relation not only bet..ee n the
c l a sse s but a lso between the r a <:e s . . • , thull f ar
.. i ll t h e 1I0da i r evol ution i n Sou th Afrl<:a a l llO
have a na t iona l c ne r e c t er . The hi lltori<: ..e a po n of
national l i be r a tio n <:an be onl y the c l as s
s trugg le. '

Leon Trotsky

At the beginning ot the 1960s the ANC cece aga i n found

itllelf l ag g i ng behi nd the ' ",a ll5l!s ' . Desp ite t he marked

failuru of t he 195B d e .:tion s t ra t egy, many peopl e

co n t i n ued to sustain SUbs t a n t ia l l evels ot resistan<:e.

During 1959-60 " o,.e n in Nat al had e lllba rked on protests

aga i ns t a Wh ole range Of a p ar t he i d- i ndu <: ed <:cndi tionll. wi t h

lIt a t e - r un be er hali ll 1whi <: 1\ t h rea t e ned the ir own hOlne

brewing i nd u llt r y ) a ll t hei r ",ain t a r get. The i : anqer had

Spille d OVe r i n to acts of violen<:e' whic ll the ANt <:ondemned

while a tte"p t inq t o c lla n ne l t he gri evances i nto comprolnise

so l utions with the au t h o r i t i e ll. Similarl y , in several rural

areall ( Ze e r us t, SekhUl:hune land, e nd Pondolandl people

batt l ed the a pa r t he i d mac hinery ove r t seues anqinq frolll

<:at tle <:ullinq to t o : c" d r e n t tle.,ent . IoIl1 i le t ile ANt

generally s upported th"se s t r ugg l e s they d id 50 f r o ln a

d istance. There wa s li t t l e ANC pres ence in tile rural area ll.

whi c h t he o r ga n i za t i on had i qno r e d , and wi t hou t an y

wi de llpreaa suppor t f o r their struggles th.. ru ra l r e vo l ts

we r e muc h 1II0re easily c r usnec by ma s s i ve state reprells ion. ·



"
Altho u q h the ANC had caU ed f or a na tiollwid e anti - pan

c ampaiqll in 1959 it had t ai l ed to materia li ~ e i n a ny
meaninqful way. and i n ~any ar eas the ne wly-tormed Pan
Africani s t Conqrns ( PAC) t oo k t he lead , ' The PAC h ad o n l y

recent l y been t ormed by se vera l ANC You th Lu que melllbers who

had res i qne d fro", the M e over wha t they saw 15 t he undue

in fluence o f cOll\lllunis ts and non- blacks i n the s t r ug gle tor

'Afr ican' l i be r atio n . Bor r owi nc;J f r om wha t they saw as the

sttu"" l .. to r Pan- Af ricanism propaqated b y s uc h At r i ce n

leaders as Kwame Nkr>,una h o f GhaM., the P....C adopted t h e

s l o g a n "At r i ca fe r t he At t i ca n $" ( i. ... fo r blac ks I and

.. "qued f or a more confront ational approach aqa ins t the

apar t he i d r ..qime.
As their first. a tumpt t o contest the libe r a t ion

l a nd s c ape, the PIIC u" de r their lead e r Robert Sobukwe c.. l led

fo r m.. s s deUance aga inst the pase- l aws on the day o f the

campai9'" S launc h, 21 Much 1960. Large c rowds responded 1"

Ev a t on , Sha rpe v 1l1e Ine a r Johannesburg ), a"d La n qa l Ca pe

To wn l. Police o pened fir e on t he d emons trators kil ling .. n

"st1J11ate<l 100 p eople a nd i n j u r i n.. several hundred.

The r e s pon se of the b lack popu h tion was swi ft . Riotin9

bro ke ou t in ma ny parts of the country, a nd l a r g e

eencee eea e rcne and marches t oo k p la<:e in the h rqer u rb.. n

" r eaS . Respo nd i ng to;> this upsu r ge the ANC called for a day

of mourninqlstay-away on 29 Ma r ch , a c all that was met with

widesp r ead suppor t , Howe"e" wo r ke r s a n d ,ural dwellers

obvious ly not satisUed wi t h this limited e xp ,es s i o n o f

r e s i s t a nce , emba,ke <l on ....ss stdlc es and indeUnite stay

a wa ys . The apa rthe id s tate ,esponded wi t h pa , ticula 'ly ha rsh

repre SSi on inc ludinq t he imposition of a stat" of ""'e r gency

ee t t evec b y ~ss a r , e s t s and t he us" ot v i o lenc" against the

res is ters. It was only a fte r much o f t h i s resistance had

been e ff ec t i ve l y c rus hed by t he state, tacHn.. a s it did any

national coordi rution or d i r ecti o n , t hat the NlC stepped in

and issued a c all for a nationwide s ray- a way on 19 April.



th.e call ""a s an urunitiqated f ai l ure , Much o f t he ANC' 5

eon5t i tuency ""a 5 unpre p a rod to embark o n a .pontaneou5 stay

awa y ...h.en t he y wer e s ti ll r eeli 'l 'l trolll t h e ...ounds i 'l tl i c ted

l;Iy t he apartheid . t a t e ' s i ro n fis t approac h . Il.dd it10 'lal l y,

the 1o.NC leadership had n o t exac t l y be,"n do i nq much leadin'l

dur inq the i n i t i al period d eer Sharpe ville, .. nd .. nother

.tay - .....y c" ll was not par t i cular l y nove l nor ..... s t he r e any

real i nd i c.. t i on t hot it wou ld ma ke such o f a d iffe rence at

the tiOle. ·

Sharpevi Ue .'1d i t s aft ermath had b rouqht unp r eeed"nted

t unnoil to South Africa . :lot only d i d the ap.. r t h" i d s ta t e

have to contend ...ith i n t erna l r evo lt , but ...a . e t ec f ..ced for

t he f i rs t time wit h. ... idespread i n t e rna tio na l condeltln.. tion

fo r it s brut.. l measur eS. Int e r na tiona l i n ve.to r . and

mu l tinational cor po r ati ons qot j itur y and be<;J .. n to ... i thdraw

s ub s tantia l aJnOunts of c ap ital fro m the country . Ilyone

a ccoun t , South Arriea ', fore i qn r e serv"s " " re de pleted by
'1 e .. r l y 50 pe r c e n t . ' Afte r a short period of indec isio'l t he

apar t h.e i d s t ate chose the pa t h. of i nc rea s e d repress io'l a 'ld

c on s olidat ion ot th"ir aputh" i d dre.....s . 1 '1 the e a rl y-1960s
t he y banned the lVIe and PAC, declarod t ha t Sou t h At r i ca

wou l d b rea k frolll Britain . nd I;I.COIII" a Republic. and

proc"eded ... i t h tlleir des ign tor <;Ju nd apa r t h" i d . The i r

dec ision to take t h i s paUl wa s unders t and a ble unde r til "

c i r c UIIs t ances. Tile blac k oppo . i t ion o rqani :ations we r e we.. k .

i n t e rna tional monl eo ndelllnat i o n was j us t tllat, a nd

i n t e r na t i o nal c a pital could be counted On to a SS i s t a s Soon

as th" internal ai tuat i o n ...aa once a"a i n 'stable' , I ndeed,

t ile apa r t he i d 5 ta t e was not d i 5appoi n t ed o n th. l a 5 t =unt.

Dur in.. tile l a t t e r lIa if o f 1960 American COrporation..

increas ed d i r ec t i nve s t ments by U5S23 ..il 1 i on and AIoerican

financ e capital .....de loa ns of USS85 ..H l1on t o the

"overMent. '
fo r i t s part, the AIle .....d . one La st at t empt to try and

p<l rsuade the qovernm<lnt of t he e r r o t of i ts wa ys . Conven i n'l

.... ' All in Af r i c a l'l cenrereece - on 25- .2.6 Ma r ch 196 L, it



n

d elU.nded that the 90vec!lIlIent convene .. "so ve cei <;l o national

convention" representat ive o f aU South Af d e /ln" i n order t o
~ wotk out so lutions wl'l i ch would seek to preserve and

s a feq u.ar d t he inte res ts of all sections o f th" popul at ion . "

The c o n l " r e nc l! demande d t ha t thi" convent ion meet by 31 ~ay

1961. ba rl'in<jl whic h ma s s (lemonstra t ions wo u l d t a ke place

t !'OIll 29·31 Ma l' ( <;0 10c i d 109 with South P.fr ica ' s decl a r a tion

as a Repub h c l . The qove rllllle nt ....de no r esponse .

Under t he over all di rec tion of Mande ll! t he protest went
a h ead as planned but was ca lle d of! by Handela e e e e e t he

t irst day . Clairoinq t hat "the s tr i ke was not the national

succe ss I had hoped foc". Ma ndel.. cur ioll s l y concluded by

s ayinq t hat " t hi s closea a c hapter in our eeenees of
p o lit i cal action.~· E"actly why Mandela made such a

s t a t eme nt is s till subject t o debate . lie, a nd o t he r 1\NC

l e ade r s had s imultaneous l y praised t he pr o tes t a s a s uccess

and deni qrated i t as i nd i c a t i on t ha t suc h pro t est ~could no

lonq" r wo rk . ~ I t became obv i ous that a new s trate9 ic

direction, no l o n9 'U· s o l el y no n- v i o l ent, wa s i n t he o t tinq.

Il.rmed Strugsle : Turning Away from a Mass Bas.

Shortly after t he Republ i c Da y fa i lu r e an armed

t o .... tio n , IJmkhon t o We Sizwe (1IK - 'Spear ot t he Nation' I ,

w,u t o rme d by i nd i v i d ua ls with i n the I\NC Alliance . I n hct ,

when t he c olllbi nation ot eve n t s t h a t preceded its to t1fla tion

i s analyzed it become s c l e a r e r wha t h y behind Mande la ' s

s t at e ments and t he s ubs flqu e n t tu rn t o a rmed SU U99 l e :

• s uccessfu l armed struqql "s ha(! nCflntly triumphed i n

Alq"ria and Cuba which pr o v i ded a s ource o f

i n s p i rat ion for ",any So uth At ric ans . The succe s s o f

Fidel Cas t r o and hi s smal l band ot qUfl rr i l las alonq

wi th tile wri tin9s ot CIl" Guev.u hflav il y i n fl uenced

1\NC JI.ll i ance membfl r s . Gue va r a s uqqe s t " d t hat

dedicated r evo l u t i on. ri"s could c r".te the objective

c o ndi tions tor overthrowin9 the s t a t e ~hrOU'lh armed



struqql il a n d this was ve ry . PP<l . l i nq under the

,;i r c umst iln c es the M C found i t s e l f. '0

• ANC l u d <lr s ha d been deeply d f e,;ted by tn.. arm<ld

rura l upri,finq i n Pondo lilnd . Ne lson H. nd.. l a , Wa l t<lr

Sisulu, Oliver TaIIIbo , a n d Gov. n HbeH Wil r il a U f rom

the Trans k <l i r eqion whe r e t he r e volt t ook p iace , a n d

had been d i s tre s s ed t o See t he i nc a pa bil it y o f the

ANC to ef fe,;tivelY respond (pe a san t s h.d as ked the

ANC f o r ",eapons ) . Thi s uprisinq in collb i na t i on with

o t h e r violent acts, led many of the l eade r s h i p to

See a qro wi n'l 'l ap bilt ",e en their pac ifh.. and wha t

t he y saw a s t h f!! readiness o f t he ' ",a sses ' to r esort

to v i oif!!nce .

• The AJIC knew t ha': the PAC and its ana<ld "' in 'l Po q o a s

"''I ll as the ne wly· fonned Nat ional Co..,.itte e o f

Ll b flr at ion (ma d e up o f vario us radicals a nd

Tr o t skyi s t s l wf!!r e 'leadnq up for a rmed s t r uqg l e.

rne ee wa s the tear of b<linq outflanked.

• At its Dec e lObe r 1960 ,;onqress t he ( r e named l South

Afr ican COlMlunis t Puty (SAC P) ha d u s o l v e d l n favor

of a campa iqn of eco nomi c sabotaq e to p rElcedf!!

guerr i lla wa r t a r e . '! SACP lIIelllb<lrs ( all active in the

Alliance ) no doubt in t l ue nc ed ANC l e aders, and the

eventu.l d e clsio n t o l aunch KK wa s ta ken by a 'lroup

ot individuals r a t he r t ha n orqani%ational l y. "" one

obs e r ve r has noted, ANC Pre s ident Al be rt Lu thul i

onl y heard of the fOOla t i o n of HK by wo rd o f mou t h. "

• the fa ilure of years o f non-v iolIOnt accornmoda t ioniS lfl

'l ave r i s e t o wha t has been cal l ed a ' poli t i cs o t
despair' . U A turn t o armed struq'lle seeme d t he only

opt ion le f t. a s has b efln conHrI...d by s ubs e qu e nt ANC

historical exp lana tio ns . "

• mu <;h o f t h e mc Al lia nc e l e adersh i p pe rceived that

South Africa wa s ~colllin'l t o t dly i solated

internationally and t ha t t h i s d e velopment had put

the apartheid s t a te in a s e vere flco nOlD.ic and



poli tic~l c r i s is . They also s aw ' i mper i ~ l i sm ' as

being on the re t rea t elsewhere i n ~fric~ and must

thus take ~dv~ntaqe of this 'ri pening' si tuation. "

Off ici a lly l aunchinq i tself on 16 December 1961, HK

car rie<! o u t sabotaqe actions in t hree of Sou t h Af rica' s

ma j o r citie s - Joh~nnesburq , Cap e Town, a nd Durba n.

Anno u nc i nq its a rrival to South Af r i c a its ma nifes t o

d eclared t ha t:

Tile t ime ComeS a t ime in the l ife o f a ny na tion
wilen there r ema in only t wo clio ices; aubmit o r
fi qht. Tha t time has no w come to South Afr i ca . ~e

sh~ll not submit ~nd we have no cho ice but t o me
bac k by II I means wi t h i n our power in de fence of
our people, ou r f \lt \lre ~nd ou r f r eedo ll ."

Alth o ugh HK claimed to be oper~t inq under the 'polit ica l

quidance ' of the na t i onal libe r at ion Jl\Ovement, It wa a in

f act composed of ieadinq IINC and SACP ,.embers ac ting on what

t hey, u i nd i vidua ls , be lieved to be in the bes t i n t e r e s t s

o f t he ' p eople'a ' steuq.. l e . I n fact, i t waa J'\o t untH t he

OCtob er 1962 tce eeee Confe r ence, so call ed fo r the sma ll

town i n ne iqhbo e i nq Bots wana i n wh i ch i t wa S he ld, t ha t MI(

officiaUy became the military wi ng o f the AAC.

The i n iti a l aabe tage campaiqn o f MK wa S consciously

l i mi t ed to s tr i kes a qains t " thinqs tha t r e p r ese nted the

e cono my like pylons . . . a nd thinqs t hat r epresen t ed o ppresaion

l i ke pus o f fic e s. " " The effor ts of MI( were ex t reme l y

limi ted by r e sources and mi litary knowiedqe . Recounting

thes e early days o f s abotage Ronni e Ka sr l l s . one of the

fir s t folK r ec r uits and later a le.dinq folK command" c, t el l s of

h ow ~ units made ho memade bombs us inq condoms and qela tin

c apsu les a s t i mi ng devices . " The sabot. qe c ampai qn had

litt l e mi l i t a ry e f fect on the ap artheid s t a t e and i ts

machi. ne r y . alrhouqh i t d id c cea te s ensat ional Oledis

headlines a nd raised the expecta tions of mUCh o f the black

population.

OUcinq t he ruon ths af t e r its i nception. tile HI<

lead enll i p (lIIOstly senio r ANC a nd SACP l e ade rs l attempted to



"
s.e""" 1n tun&t10 n,,1 support t o r tl'le n. .. ..·."'0 . t r u991'" It
"as i n t h iS ceqacd thn t he SAC P p rov"d puU c;: u l a r l y

i lllpo r unt t o t he AlIe . The SACP already hid utanl1vlll c ontac t

... i.tll th" USSR and o t her f riend ly £outern blo c count r i.e s who

_ r a th" only po tantully r " liable sOllrcu t o r .Uitllry

hardwiln al'Cl Hn.neUl suppo rt . MX laadau includlflq lIa l . o n

JUnde la a nd ,J~ Slovo 11" " d 1 1\9 SACP .....t l " e n t ..b road

. " " t i nq .,si s une • • 'l'isitin'l I IICI'I p lac•• as t ast Gotnuny.
"'lq"r 1&, GM n e. , Ten un1., and Z. lab ia . Olive r T.._ wh o had

be en san t out side t he count r y . co n .ttar ttl" ANC' , bannlnq

t o canvas ' su ppo r t succeed"d i n sertin.. up an " >e t er" " l
headqua r tars/DU slon for t h" A.~C in o",r .5 5,,1,,41. ,

"'t ilnu,nia • •

Th i . In i ti a l proces s o t u tern.. l ll& t lon ... . boosae by

seve re prQtll ems. both stntaqic . nd l oql . ti c . III hU " t he

.... j o ~1ty o r the l u de<ship ~e.... i ned Wlde~ dee p la nd t e nuou a .

tove ~ wl ehi n t~e tount~y, • r~ indi vidua l s we~e a t t emp t in9

t o $atllre • l aunth i n9 pad ror ex t e r na l 9I1e~ ~il l. s t ~ lIq91a

thOUsands o f 1011e. f~o.. the borden o f SOuth I\.r~lt • . Th e

only poss i ble siUS fo~ s uth a ba se , U i n t he tne o f

T. "uni ., were no t only l.~ . way frora $outh Al r i ta bu t we~e

dlCl unde r sa_~e eonlt ~.. ints n n_ly-j,l\d@petldent nat i on a

In • Cold - lla r world. Un<k~ t he. e h"d. o r tond1tl.ons ,

t 0lllb1ned Wi th the gene~d ad/Iol n i st~atl.....nd stra te<;l 1e

u"p~ep.~edness o l the ~ . n d SACP t o 1.lInth an . ....ed

. t ~ u9 11 1e with do..est i t . nd inte~nati on.l t ompona n t s, t ha

t hantaS o t 'sut t e s s ' war" ..inJ. ...l.

Eld on KK wn .bl" t o p royida l t n lt with tha potent h l

. nd oppor tUfl i ti. e s lo~ . ny fu r tha r .<:iv.nte. lIel ",n I'!4nda l.

lwnc had sinte secretly re t u r ned t o Soll th Atrieal w,as

. ~nsted inl i dt! the tOU1lt ry 1n ""qui t 11162 . ne ye r t.o ta ste

rn~ " 9.in until 1990 . Given his l udi nq ~oie. t h i s wa s a

....jo~ b low t o bot h tile IINC .. nd KK . s oon dte~ , i n a. r ly

1963, .lmost t lla antir" i n ternal lead ars lli p o r tha AWC l . l . o

H1< ) " n a r rested . t I\lyonh by the South "lriean polic e and



s ubs equent l y most w.r. sentenced t o l ife i mp rhon:o.ent.'·

The r e woul d ha ve to b. som,. cha n ges.

Throughout this tim., t he ANC' s p roqum o f ma u

stru'l<J l e v i rtua ll y eeesee t o ex i s t i ns ide the country.

Al t houq h t he spa rse l y a t t e nded Lobatse Conference (OCtobe r

19621, domi.na t ed by l ea dinq SAC P ..e lllben . r e af firmed 'the

e mpha s i s o n lIIass actio n ' t he rea l ity was t hat mos t e H o r ts

we r e be i ng- di recte d towa r d s t he na SCe nt a rme d stru'l<Jl e and

int e rna tion al s upport . The Conference had ins t ruc t ed t he

interna l ANC to "ca ny out t he nationa l p roqr"m o f poli tical

e dUc a t i o n" and t o i mpl e ..en t t he ' K- Plan ' (t he Mande la plan.,
o f hous e to ho us e, street to s t r e e t cell orqani ut ion) . ·

Howe ve r , these ne ver pas s e d t he s tar t - up s t a ge and the ANC

l eadership r esorted t o the i r old tacUc of attemptinq t o
s t imula te mas s s t ru <;l <;l l e by the ir own exampl • . The di Herence

fro m the 1 950' s wa s t ha t these e xamples now consisted of

a c t s o f sabot a ge ins t e ad of non- vio l e n t c i v i l d isobedie" ce .

The sabota qe campaiqn, by its ve ry cha rac t e r , r e li ed 0"

h ighly secreti ve o r qa"i u t io" and li ttle involveme"t of the

oppr<!ssed s ectors of t he popul at ion . Whe r e thos e s ectors

cou l d h ave been involved (fo r e " ....p l e ..i thin the labor

mov......nt l t he ANC 's d.sire for c entn,l cont r o l b l ocked

p o t en t i al actio". At t he Lo batse conf e re nce t he r epo rt on

t rade u n i o n s had appea l ed fo r llIO re coordina tion be t ween the

South Afr i c an Con<J r ess o f Trade Unions (SACru: and the ANC

b y s t ressinq t ha t SACTU s hould be re 'l arde d as a "depa r t men t

o f our lllOve... nt r a t her t han a separate rlOveme nt. N
"

Al thouqh the state d intentio n of the ANC and HK mi gh t

have bee" to r ein f o r ce and spur mass s trU 'l'l IOl , the way i n
whi c h a rmed s t r uqq l e was adopted. conducted and j us t i f i Old

made this a lllOst impo ss i b l e . The r e had be en a un i lit t e ra l
dec i s i on taken to turn to u ,.Old s t ruq'l l e , j ust1ti ed by t h..

n l a c k" o f npeaceful and/o r leqal means" tha.t made t he old

t actics "n o Lonqe r feas i ble. "" Ho weve r 1f\uch this was the

c as e , thi s jus tifica t ion i qno r e d thOl feas ibili t y o f ' Leqal

a nd pe a ce ful ' s t ruq qle o n the o n e hand, a " d ma s s strikes and



"
deJDOllsen.tlons (wM eh ".1'. not I e 'l l 1 anywayl on the OCM I' .

,y r ",l1n'l ou t t he pon~bUlt1•• and poUntid it i.s o f lonq 

t a", interna l,"", ,, -obilllatlOn . nd o f q ln l u tion .tId opUn9

fot .~ p r09t"; IncL& ,wh i c ll loqicd ly c oul d o n l y and up

ulnq e xte r nally boI.e d l to tt i .....h.t. t he sa-. the A.NC and

SAC ' Sitll. t ed the cent.xt Ind content o f t heir s t r \l99 11

0" C. l <:11 ene '''51101 ' . hn Turck h ill perce p tively not...:! tllat :

",t>oU,ql lIad tile a f fe<:t o f l $OliIU nq t he o rqlnls"

ICv_an t f rol the ..u who f e l t """bi . t o ) 0 111 I n this

new phil I. o r ...n t e <:Iet.net the .ctiont.e. whe n rMy

" e t e s ei zed • .. The • • botlql cU\P<Ilqn fa i led on the aain

co unt -i t did not ril l .. the level o f action o f t he

......s tham••h ·•• • • • they were Le f t on the thr e shOld,

frus trated bystanders of iI b.-teh beinq " 1 9 . d on U' .lt

b.h.lf ... . ' ·

The 1960' s : The Rot. of t hl SACP a n d t!l.e Oes c;en t into .a"
F;x111 LU Qu '"

The tO rJller CPS", h .ad recons t i t u ted i.t sel t t n 1 9 ~ 9 n a n

tndepe nde n t par t ot th" MIC U 11 &nce, cha n qinq i ts nalle t o

the Sou t h A! r ;'c; a n CO.....lIn in Pa r ty (SACP) . Alonq with t h i s

reb i rt h e.... t he .a r qoJment that i t.a .ain role wa s t.o lead t he

wo rkinQ c; lass i n the att.i~nt. o t the '"aUona l d e lBCe:a U e

revo illtio,, ' . lIoweve r , the stra tegic; .a nd theor.tieal

IlIp H e a t i o ns ot t h u we t e not cl.arly spel led out lInt U

19 62. I n tha t year at a a.cut locatlon in Jo lan n e s tN r q. a

h.at>drlll o r ac t ivists held a c;l"ndntine SACP ' na t i ona l

c;on h r e " c;e ' . At t h is ' c o n h r e nc e ' the SIlCP a<:!op ted a n_

proq called The IUJ4d to Sou th M ric.n E"r~ wl'Iic;1l ";IS

t o n in t he SACP'I c e n t r al policy ~nt until t h" h te

1980 ' 1. Th.. proqr u. wa s o f ...lnal iapor t ance.

Th.. proqr'" set ou t tile t heon tical a nd pr.c t i c al

.ppn:>ach o r t h.. SACP towatl1S a partheid . c h . fl c t e r i a d n •

· colon i &1 11. or • • peciel typtl . ~ It arq\>ed th. t ap,l r t heid

........ t-.:l f r OIl t h .. era o t ~nopo ly c;lIp i tali sll and thll t $Outh

Atr i ca a U e<;t ed ~a c oabi natio n or t ha WO r st h a tures ot



i ...per1aUslll and coloniali~.. witbin a s in'll e national

t"ront1er" in whi c h black Sou th Africa was a co lony ot wh i t e

South Af r i c a . As the African population wa s s e e n as havinq

~no acute o r an taqonistic clau div isions a t present" i t was

o nly l oq i cal that the i ....ed i a t e task was to tl.qh t for the

nat iona l l i b e r atio n ot the "colonised. " Th i s task would be

c arri ed Ou t t hrauqh a " na t i o nd democratic revo l u t i o n" with

the mu lti-cl a s s liberat ion II\Ovement as the lIlain vehicle, but

wH h the wor k inq c l a s s It he SACP beinq i ts vanquard l

const itut inq t he l ead i nq r e vo l ut i o na r y force wi t hi n it.

S ince a ll cla sses did not have an obj ect iv" interest i n

tundamental transformation at a post-apar t he id South Afr i c a ,

tile wo r ki n q c l ass ' l e a d i nq ro l e wo u l d enS1,lre t ha t t he

s t r uqqle could be ex t e nde d t o w;ords soci a lislll." Tllus , tile

struqqle had t wo staqes: t be firs t to r a na tio nal democ ra tic

state: t he s e c and far s ocia llslll .

even t h01,lgh the t heo r y of ' co l onial ism o f a special

type' was a specifica l ly SACP fo rmulatian, it had much

i nt h.ence o n the M C. Aftet the turn to atllled st r uqq le the

r ol e and importance at the SACP wa s q r eat ly i nc r ea sed . The

SACP unli ke the ANC was much IICre prepared tor underqround

s t ruqq le , h ad access to i n t e r na t i o na l s upport , and was a

s"",ll. t1qht ly o r qan i z ed par ty c apa b l e o f adapt in'l and

thriving in a di t fi cu l t enviro"",ent . ' · By t he e nd of 1963

the s i t ua t i o n was s uc h tha t the M C and SACP no l o nqe r

tunc t ioned with a ny or'lan i zational ettectivene s s within t he

borders ot South Afr i c a . The subs eque n t " xternah u. tion

(i.nt e r n ..tionali. tation ) , a product :nore o f choi ce than

necess ity, p laced t he SACP just where i t wan t e d t o be - i n

t he va nqUard o f the main national l i b e rat i o n movelllen t .

The lo'lic at tbe intetna l coloniali.~ .. t be s is wa s to

locate t he ti'lht tor nationa l hberation in South At t i c a

squa r el y wi t h i n t udit iona l anti-colonial s t tuqqle s. Sin.:e

th! qenu a l strateq i c t r ..,.ewor~ of ant i.-co lonial stru'lqle

WiS one ot 'luerri lla wa rfare , it l o llo wed tha t t he main

strate'li .: a nd t actical !fl\phas;,s or the M C shoulGl be on



"
... q 1"9 n.cll • It rllqq le . Thi s chou:. o f pun llinq quet rl.lh

... .. h r e a " t he ...in s tr ilteqi c; • .oocIi_nt o f the liber At i on

s t t "';9 1. in Sout h Afr i ca n . ... <s i r e ct l y i n tile h e. o f tha
SAC" s elaie t o r the ' lUdinq ' r o l e o t t he WQ r k l nq e li .. . It
len t H.elf t o , detae _ne o f t he U betil t ion IDOv...n t h ....

t he intu "n&l ...15 b y o r qanl r i nq a n d cOtIductinq qu.errUh.
...", !lo r e e x t e n w U y. Unde r t he ob,.ct tve condi t i Ofl s p r e • • nt

in South Af r ic' t hi. could o nly " ' 11 til. .. t h e b lack worki n<j'

cl a ss a nd o t he .. inte rna lly- b. se d o p., ... ssed s ec t o r ••1101,1111

l o o k t o the uhrn&11 y- bu ed Ubeu tloll s t r uct ures .nd thd .

';IlI.tri ll. fo n ;.. to r i ns p i u , t1o n a n d 'l lll d..nce . It til l s wn

t he can. t han It on l y s t ood t o ... . . 0 1'1 ttl _ .. the SAC' .... . tha

. llIbodi lnen t o f thil t workinq e l"s , l lJ.b s t 1t\ltlnq itsel f to r

t he real t lli.nq . The r oad to nar i ond Ub. ration (" nd

soe i.l11111 thul bee _ e t he p r . l . t " e o f • s 11 ",t o up o f
va nquardlst i nd i v i dua ls, aetinq i n t he n it o f the ' _ I I U ' ,

who t o dirKt the s t<uqql. f t _ "f" t . '" ?urist

lndi.id. l . " .-ph t tiuaphed. 0 " . 1' "u o r qan i t " tio n "nd

I t ruqqle.

Situ"Unq the s tut eqie d i r K t10 n o f the s tru...ql"

with. n t his kind o t fr&ae"'Ot ~ "ho led t o t he pere nn i al

a s e enQ.a nee o f ' na t l o na l ' s t tuqqh, ov. t tha t o f ela ll." WlIa t

the SACP f oc.ul .t i o n ..ant wa s th"t the old. ' peop l e ' s t t Ont'

Ittate q y woul d be t t " ns p h n t ed fto.. a pu.. l y no n-v10 1el\ t

te t u i n t o t he I' o f q u e r r ille ri s .. . Th" s t r uqq l e s o f the

,",orkinq <; l a ll , di u e ted as t hey we r e t ro.. o u t s l de t he l t 0\oIl\

ran ks , would t hu l ha v e t o be aimed .It se r v I c i n g bro. d = l asl

coalit ion s 1n o tde t t o a=hie ve t he mo s t ' l =nildla t e ' and

i mpor t a n t t u k o t • 'n. tional dellOera t l.e r evol ut i o n ' (The

Pa r t y would qu.ranue that the s t t uqqh wou l d not Ito p tlleu

t houqh , l . " dln.. t he wor kif!q cl&.. Of! t o t he ne x t sUge of

soe idls t tuns forwa. t i on l . i'\r.qd s t N99 1_ would ae t a s a n...

p tessu r e t a.et i e t o r the l " r qer st t a til9Y o t "ee~tion1st

poli t ies Oneil ,, ..,,In . rta. thiS poi nt on, the II" Ct O-I t t ltil9Y

o f t he SACP . nd t he NfC =ul d no t be anyt hill,! .he th"n a



"
negQtia ted on" . '" Thi~ wu the caSfl both t he ore t i cally a nd

practica l ly.
Theoretica lly. the se paration o r the strugqle for " las s

..nd r ac ial lihen.eio n ensured t ha t those powe r f ul clas"
fo rces (d o ltlest i c and i nte r n ationa l l ....h os" " e l f -in te r est

would elfen t ud l y lea d t hem t o seek .. detacialt zed c apitalism

would pl a y a l ead i ng role i n fi nding a solution (and it

ce r t a i nly wo uld no t be t he a lllled over throw o f the s t a Ud. Jl

Practica l ly, m e cho i ce of a n ex ternall y based 'lue r r Uh

",.. rtare under the ob jecti ve phys ica l a na qeo- polit i<::a l

co n di t ions a ttending In So u thern Afr i c a (a nd South At tica l .

could no t honestly c on t e mp l a te the a nned sei zure o f power

f r o m t he a pa r t h eid " t a t e (What wo u l d then be the onl y teal

opt i o n?I ."

The ANC and SAC I' we nt i nto e xile fully confide nt tha t

t hey wo u ld s con be a b l e to f o r ce t he a pa rtheid state into a

c ri sis f r o m which i t would be unable t o recover. The i r

..ue r r iU a s tru....le coWined with the i.nterna t i ona l i s olation

of apar t heid wou ld, t hey s t ated wi t h c onfi<:!ence , brlnq abo u t

nat ional libera tion whe r e p o wer was t rans fe r red i nto the

han d s of t he 'pe o p le ' . Wr i t i n.. i n lOi d - 196 3 the SlI,CP claimed

tha t ,

. .. f r o .. t h e v i ewpoin t o f t he h i s torical proce ss ,
t he South ....fr ican reqime is stead ily and SWi f tl y
be lnq driven i n t o a pos i tio n o f iso l ation, i n
wh i c h t he armaments , c apHa l and ot her fO l1lls o f
..a te ria l and mora l sup port whi ch sus t ain it from
ab r oad wi l l one af te r a not he r be cut shor t . . . E:ve "
Olere impo r t ant, i ns i de South Afr ica i t s elf - in
spi t e of t he ..ass ive- a ppearinq an<:! e ver-qrow i nq
s t a t e machine of domina t ion and repres s i on - t he
bal ance o f fo rce s is s tead i l y cha n.. i nq in favou r
of t he people a nd the i r liberation fo rces , and
aqa i nst t he opp r essinq mi nori t y. "

Wheth er o r not the ANC and SACP bel ieved t he i r own

r hetor i c, t he cond i tions for t he libe r atio n s truqq l e in t he

yea rs a fte r Rivo nia were anyt hi nq bu t r i p e. The apa rthe i d

sta t e had s ucce eded 11'1 v ir t ually wipi n.. out the i n t e r nal

relllnants o t a" o rqanited ANC unde r .. r ound a s wel l as showi nq



bruta l e f fi c i en c y in suppress i nq labor and local co....unity

stru'1qles. The Na tio n a l Party h..d decided t h .. t t hey could

we .. the< the s t o r m of a n ANC ..~.d strllqq l e ..nd ",hateve<

1nt,roation.. l pre s sure c....e t h ei< way . They proceeded to
oon5t<\lct what wa s to b., t he co<o8<ston., of th.,ir .. p.. rthe i d

des1 '1os, the sys t em of ' ban t us tans ' o r s epa <a t e ho melandS

fo r d iffe<ent Af <i can ethnic '1roups. " In thei r ",.. ke they

, e ft a libe u tio n was t e land .

As far as the i n t I m a tiona 1 s Cl ne wa s conce<n.,d South

Af r i c a b.,came a sa f e Inves tment b"t o nc ., a qain, and a muc h

o"eded a ll :,' o f t he li'e s t in t he onqoin'1 Cold liar . D.,spi tl th.,
Ul ntlo il q<i ppinq oth., r p..r ts o f the i lllpe r ialist t enain,

Sou t h Af<tca <ep<.,s ent<ld a v" r itable h.. v<ln and i t .... s

r ewa r ded accordinqly. Set..een 19 61- 6S cozpcre t e r e ve aeee o e

from t he !Jnited Sta t es averaqe d OVer !J5$ 33 lIH U o n pe r year,

with vita ll y needed capita l equ i pmen t Channeled t o th ..

..partheid economy." The Br i t ish follo ..ed sui t, increu inq

t he i r sha r e o f t rade with t he aparthe i d s t a t e . Apar t f rom

t he eHorts of the s "'all p r oq r e uive s ect ions of t heir

populations, t he US a nd Britain treated the ANC and SACP a s

,,,volut ionary ",innows, p<ef<l r r inq fo r rne t i me to r ee ve the

' a ntl e d s truqq l e ' p roblem t o the i r apar t h<l id a ll i e s . On the

othe r s i de o f the Co l d War coin the USSR, t h rou'1h the SACP,

be.. an to provide sOll1e material and mi li t ary support for the

e>< i l e d movement althou..h it too had lIIOre press in.. ' na tio na l

lib e r at i o n ' s t r uq.. l"s to manipuh t e and support . "

In the abs e nC<l of an i mpe ndi nq i n t e r nal cr is is, s addled

with its choice o f lrlOuntin'1 a que r ri lla wa r . and l ackin.. a

qreat dea l of o rqani zational cohesion the ANC chose to l oo k

to f ou i o; n '1ov<lr lUlle n t s and i n t erna tio nal orqani zations fo r

sustenance. Thu s , fzo", a very early sta'1e in i t s

. x t e r na l iza t i o n , the ANC (a nd to a less <lx tent the SACP I

devoted substantial time and ..aort t o dip iomatic wor k .

To", Lodqe (i98 31 has i den t if i ed s e veral potent i al

co ns e que nce s of thi s k i nd of envi ronm<lnt : takin'1 s t ee s in

q r e at pow.. r hostlli ties ; t he r i se of ~d1ploma tic habits· by



er

t he l eaders hip, encouu qed by t rea tment f rom friendly
qoverrune n ts , which could f ue l "u <; lpi s t illusions ' about

" t he s t r enqth a nd. i mportance of the move ments t hey

r e present" lind socia lly 1.501e t" the lu.ders hip {rolll rank and
tile; the searCh to r s uppo r t trolll fore i gn sources can
cver sneccw the ext s ee nce of a c tive membership withi n the

country: in t h e absence ot " c r ea tive a nd rewa r d i nq

mob iliution activity. polit i cal enerqy cou ld focus itself

around hai r.splitrinq doctrina l disputes " and lend i t self to

int ernal conflict cen t ere d a round factionalism a nd

p e r s o nal i t y ; t he " crucial ne e d to er,,~aqe in p rcpaq anda

act ivi t y to retain lord.. n support cou l d co ntr ibute t o

int ellecrl,lal $tul lity. " " I WQu1 d add t o t hese : the

e endency t owards a p ecceas ot i deo l og i ca l osmos is, whereby

rel iance on international sup po r t br inqs wi t h it ' n"w ' i dea s

and pressures: t ile poten t i al f or ove r r"lianCl! on f o r l!i q n

support can bl ind the :BOvelle n t to the ditr l!rences bl! twl!l!n

t ile princ i ples of their s t ru g gle and til" aq"nda ot " rstwhile
suppor t e rs . ,.

from 1 9 6 3 ~ 1969 the JUlC e s t ab lis hed a e e eeae p r esence in

Tanzania , wi th th.. bu lk of th<l o rqani ration comprisinq MK

recru i t s si tuated in tour camps around the country . Mos t o f

ene lIla ter i a l and f inancial s upport c a..e frolll t he USSR and

i ts Easte rn Europe a n 'a l lie s ' althouqh the JUlC was beqinninq

to lIave SO,"e success at a t t rac tin., tile suppor t of t he

Scandinavian count ries (pa r ticu l a rl y Swe den ) and other

western i n te r na tio n. l orqani z ations. " Al tho uQII t ile ANC had

to r e ly on f r iendly Af r i c an g o verl'llllen t s (Tanzania and later

Zambi a a nd An'lola l for bases , tll ey had lonq 'liven up hope ot
receiving much material support trom Afr i ca n s tate s (South

Atrica's ' o t h l!r ' libera t i on movement , t he PAC , was not a s

wel l connected as t ile !\lIC and throuqllou t i t s e ><11 e wa s t o

expe r i ence s e ve r e p roblellls due to i t s r e hance on pan

Af ri can suppor t ). In its CilBlpaiqn for th" interna tional

i s o lat i on ot tile apar the i d s t ate the AIlC ha d succeeded i n

p U$hinq the Unit<ld Na tions to illpos" an aI'llls e lllba r qo bu t its



"
i.lI\Pleuo t.a u o n " . S une ve n " nd 1\,,4 lit t h eUec t on a p. n hdd.

south Af r 1t"· " .iUt.~y c a pac1 ty . "

lIt>olly u nabl_ t o h unch any Unci o f ser i o... que rrUl&

51; ....q q l • • t he NtC qu l c kly sUpped into " moribund n ate . Th e

MK ree~l t . 1n t he c~s b.c~. d i senchanted wi t h t he l ack
ot . l h t. t y a c tiv ity and poor c:ond1t i one , t he NtC l ••d a uh>p

l e " .." d t oull y out o f t ouc h wl t h . "yt tll ''';! o t he r tllan . .. ki n g

i n terna t lonl1 suppor t . and thera ... . Vi r t ually no c on t a c t

wi t h t h" l OU r nll s i t ua tion . I n a t t . "'Pt i ng t o colllba t tll h

, i t llahen MK . lIlb. r ~ !oj on wh a t has becollle known as the

' wankit C . ..p"l qn ' . wh i ch e n tl U e d . r....d MK unit.

i n fi lt ra t ing into Rhod es i a Illon o; with Zilllba b... Afric a n

People's Union quett ill u l wi t h t he IIOp e o f fuet•• n q So"th

At"ric" . " The f a ilure o f t he lI&o ld. a C.a.p . l q n t o s t • • t he

d i sconten t PlOnq KX . nd the gllo &r &l It. t. o f i neH. c t i " . ..e.s

o t t he ANC cll111'<1 t o r sOllIe "" o r c:hll'lqe l . As on. lI11 n ki .

" e t erlln h.d put i t : "There " liS '10 101>q.r llny d1r...:t i o".

t h e r e "liS ","erll l conf us i o n &lid lin """,i11inqn" .. t o d ilcu••

t he islue s o f r e"o l ut i on .•' :

IIoro,o r o . nd h yond : The SACP Asc:end. n t

On 2~ Aprl1 U U in !'I<> r oqo r o . T.nun i ll the A1fC held H a

' T h i r d ConSll l ta t ive Conq r ess ' . I t wlll ll t t e ndlOd by no -ar e

t h lln e i q h t y d . l eq llt es , ele" en o f wha. we r e non-"" r i c:.n , Host

o t t he d e h qllte . we r e melllbe ... o f KI( . ft. . Conter"nc:e l.sted

f o r se".n d.ya , In liqht o f t he c dUc isms t hat had b• • n

l e ve l ed at t l.1I l ila da rsh i p t hl entl r . I Xl c u t i ve ru1q ned

be tore t h e co n fe r e nce , t o be n c:o ns U t u ted ln llqh t o t

con t . nnc. de <:1I10 ns . l'luC:h ellr ly d ebate e e nee eee lltound t he

ne e d for o t qlln il lil t iona l a nd l e . d e r s h i p t e t o .... and a ' a

resul t t he e.<: i . ion " a s ..d . t o e . t.tl l1sh a n i ntern. l

co=-l uion t o hea r qt l e va nc ••, .....11 as . n oa t h a nd c:ode

a t be,..... l o t . It " a s fu tth. r de<: idl'<1 OLat KK and dl . i llU ry

a t ta i n would now t<l.. und. r t he te.pons i b i li t y o t •

Re v0 1l.Lt i o na r y Co\ll\Ctl , o n l y l ubo r dlNt. t o t he M elonal

e x ecut i ve .



on the p o l i c y fron t, the con ference too k the deei" i o n
to o pen up ANc mellben h i p t o a ll r ece e Oll t ho uqh they could

not be l onq to na t ional execu tive . There was fIluch debat ..

Ol round thh i s sue, ",i t h " e ve ral leadinq ANC llI<!llIbe rs

express inq heat ed opposi tion ." AS a resu l t o f t hO! decis ion,

J o e Slovo, Yusu~ Oadoo, and Il.e q Septelnbe r <a ll SACP membe r s
and al l 'non-bl a c k ' ) we r e voted onto t he new Il.evolutionary

Council. The SACP had l on q push e d for a mo re coh e sive

relationship between the ANC and o~her all iance

o r qanizations . and the ..el'llbe rsh ip dec ision (v i qo r o usly

backed by SACP melllbu " and l e ade rs a t t he confe rence I wa s a

s iqnal vi cto ry for the Par ty." What wa s of e qua l o r more

i mpor t ance though, loin t h e adoption by the conference o f a

ne w ' P, evo l ut i o na r y ProqrallUlle ', co""",,n ly k n own ol S the

' S t r a te'll' and Tac t i cs ' document <u. Appendix Bl.

Slnce t h e 1 955 Fr eedom Cha r ter the ANC had no t

po s s e s s ed a wr i t ten policy and s tri te'll' documen t en ae took

into account the comp l etely new s i U ation. The ' Stra te'l l' and

Tactics' doc wnent had the lIla rk of the SACP wr it t e n allover

i t ." It be'l a n by s t at i nq tha t t he Sou th Af r i c an libe u t i o n

s t r uq qh was t a kinq place "wi t h i n an inte rnational context
of the transi tion t o t he Social ist sys tem .. . we i n South

Afr ica are p a r t o f the t o ne i n wh i ch national lib. r a t i o n is

the ch hf con t ent o f the "truqq le." Pla<:ing the question of

s e i t i ng powe r fiI'll ly at t he strateqic fore f tont it arque d

t ha t ft .. . it is s urely a question of whe t h e r , in t he 'liven

concrete situ at ion. t he COUrSe or policy advo<:ated will a i d

Or i mpede the prospec t s of t h. c o nquest of pow.. r ." It went

i n to s ome detail on t he history of armed strugql " and t he

' s p e c i al ' ci rcumstanc." of Sout h Atrica wh i ch ma de querrilla

warf are both a ppropr iate and neca"..r y bo t h i n t he !lIral a nd

IIrb an ar.as . As" .""inq t h e ' st r e nqt h and wea knes s ' o f the

. n e fllY, t h . d o c ume nt fo llo wed the c l assic q uerr i l l a war far"

scena r io of weake r forces conduc t inq a war o f attr i tion o n

superior en"my ~orce " paint i ng a pictu r e of a Cuban- s t yle

s trug q l " ... Althouqh i t ~rgued t ha t the wo rk i nq clOl"s



..
constitutes a "disti nct a nd re i nfo rcinq layer of ou r

libe r a tion and Socia lism" · t ~e docwnen t ....de i t char "'he r e
the thrust o f t he struqqle waS Loca t ed - "the na t i on al

cha racter ot t he s tlug'l l " must dominate ou r a pproach. " I t

the re was a ny doubt of t he s t r a teqic a i lls of t he ANC it was

a nswe r e d in no uncer tain tecOlS:

. . . i t re only the s uccess ot the nationa l
d eaocratic r evolut ion whi Ch - b y destr oy i ng the
e x isti ng socl. 1 ",no economi c rela tionsh i ps· wi l l
b r inq wi t h i t .. correction o f t he histo rical
injustices pe r pe t ra ted aqainst the indiqenous
malori ty a nd thus lay t ile bas i s tor .. new - and
deeper internationalist - apprQach . Until tnen,
t he n at i onal SenSe of qri evance i s the ,"os t potent
r e VOl utio nary lore.. which mus t be harnes s ed. To
b lunt i t in the interens o f abstract concepts ot
inter national i s m is . in t he lonq run, doinq
ne i t he r a s e r vice to r evo l utio n eor to
i nte r na t ionalis",. "

What t he ' Stra t e qy and Ta c tics ' documen t r epresented,

a bc ve a ll , wa s the ascendance ot t he SACP 's theo retical a nd

practical vis ion o t st r uqqle Wi t hin the ANC. SOllle seasoned

observe rs have dis pu ted this, po i n t inq t o the 'wel h .r e s t a t e

capitalism' a p p r oac h of the document , a nd the ' conserva t ive

(a n d r ea-listie} i deoloqi cal' position o f the ANC be t ore and

a tree Moroqoro . · ' Wha t this pe rspective iqnores i s that t he

ANC' s ' Stra t eqy and Tac t i c s' document represanted a popular

ve rsion ot t h e SACP 's earlier proqr .... , set ou t i n i ts 1962

The ROild to South Afr~c.. n Freg d Ol1t . Th e nationalist and

we Har e s t ate cap i ta li s t outloo k ot th.. ' St r a t eg y and

Tactics' document is t he 10 q1c .,1 IOan ites t at i o n o f the SACP 's

Own fOOlu l a tio ns . Ind eed . one of t he "' y t hs pe r pe tra t ed b y

t he r e vo l u tio na r y b age o f t he SACP is t he disassociation of

moderate n ationali st and we ltare capitalist s trateg ies f ro..

t he SACf itself . The SACP 's s t rateqic v i s i on ot a struq q l e

to r a 'national d e lllClc rat i c r evolu t i o n ' as the h rst sta", e i n

the ultimate struq",le fo r socialism e mbod i ed enes e ve r y

cha racteristics . ~



as

AS It ces u l t of t ile c r qa ni u .tiond c ha nqe s a t Mo roqcrc

the AUC 's top bodies too k on II di llt1nc t ly t wo-tie red

appearance arId a pp roach t o Cunct i ons . Th'l t op lead e rsh i p o f

the new ANC National Execu tive COlMlittee (NEe) r es elftbl ed II

who's who o f earl y Youth Leaguers . Oli ver TUIbo wa s f orma l l y

ele c t ed a s Pr e s i den t · Genera l, Al f red N~O a s Seeretary

Gene r a l, a nd 1'h01l\.$ Nkob i &5 Treasurer-Gene ral. Al t houqh

none o f t he m were SACP 'u.m!:lers t he y we t e q e nera lly

,,'>nsidered t o be ' l ow-Jc<l Y' orqanitational /!len. The new MK

commander Joe Mod i s " was no t pa r t i cula r ly popu lat with t he

ran k-and-fi le of MK. " Presiden t -Genera l TatIbc in particul ar

was a ma n fo r wholll o r o;Jani za tional uni t y waS prized abov"

ever y thin" ehe, pre fe r rinq t o s tay out o f ldeo10q1<:/l1 a nd

strate"ic batUeg[ounds. 'hi s t [ ait wa s to ••tve t he

externalized PlNC we ll bu t also a l l owed other, more strident

l e a d e rs , a wi d e ber t h ot ac t ivi ty . Althou q h t he Na tional

Exec u tiu Council (NECl was t he highut d"c i s i on-making body

i n t he ANC its u i n day-to-da y t as ks r e !ll<l ined organizationa l

and diplomatic. The new ~Revo l ut ionary Council ', with a

..."jority 5ACP membership. tcc e contro l ot what ha d been

i dent i hed a s the AOC' s maln tas k. ,rosecutio" ot the a r:oed

st r uggl e. Me n t i on a lso needs to be Mde o~ the i mprisoned

leade rShi p on Robben Island . tv...n though Ma nd e l a , 5is\llu and

o th... rs wa r e se para ted trom the da i l y run n i nq o f the ANC and

HI< they we r e to wi e l d in~luenc e thro\lgh the many j a iled

ac t i v i s ts who ..e " t in and out o f Robben Isla"d, and whe"

po s s i b le t hro\lg h wr itten con t act with the ex t e r na l

l e a dershi p . "

Despi t e the Qr ganiza tional cha"qes a nd ' ne w' strategi c

di rec tic:", ad opted , t he ANC did not e xpe r ience a ce ssat ~on of

int e rnal proble ms no r a ma r ked rev i val o f its gue rr illa

campaign . Th ere continued to be in t ernal bicke r i nq over the

inclus ion of no n-Africans and the influe nce o t th .. SAC P

wi t h i n t he ANC. finally r esu lting in a pub lic fe ud a nd t he

e ventua l e x p u l s i o n ot e l q h t p r omi ne n t ANC e eeeeee tor

'destabili zing activitles '." The ANC also had prob l .....s wi th



..
the T anun iaon qove r ....e n t s t e ....i n g fro lD. an at temp t e d coup

p lot g one wICon.. ( t h e ANC ha d knowl ..dqe of t h .. p l o tl . On t he

' ,, "'ed st r u g ql. ' f ront. there were s everal a t t e llpts t o

infil t rate MJ( ca d r es throuqh the Sotswana bor d e r, the

e x p l o sion o f leaflet 'bomb.. ' In s Ome llla jor South Afr i c" "

cit ies, a n d at leas t One ill - fated plan to land que r ri Uas

on the Sou t h Atr ican coast . " I t wa s" h r c ry frolll the

revolutionary que rril la onslauqht c a lled for Ol e Moroqo r o.

On t h e posit ive s i de t he ANC could po in t to at least

t wO succes s es: i t had m..naq ed t o ho ld itself t oqe t her whi c h

"''' 5. under t he c i n:UIns tances t ha t had preva i led, no s mall

a c h i eveIDent ; and it "'a " q radual l y s uc ceed i n g i n " i nninq

inc,eased i n t ernat i o na l suppor t fo r i tse lf and a'lrowinq

anti - apI.theid campaign . Howe ve r, b y t he mid-1910's t he ANC

w,u reap i n g t he bi tte r o;ons e qu e no;es of i t s o;hos en s t r a t egy

and t a o;tio;s : t he e ",te r na B y based gu"r: i ila war wa s ye t to

g e t o ff t he ground; : e h .tionships be tween t he leadership a n d

rank-and· f i le wer" under strain ; there wa s a ne ar eomplete

l a e k of .an i.n ternal s t r ue t u r e ; and the a pa r theid s ta te was

not t h re.ate n ed, while ccees e i e and internatio na l o;ap ital

were e nj oying t he be ne fit s o f a r e l a tive l y ' s t a b l e '

a pa: the id S o uth Af r i ca . The IINC' s e ",te:nali ted libf!u tion

s t r ug g le wa s jus t that · f!x t e r na l.
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' I n ' unc.. He ll , SO<Ich Afr i c . J d cnps '0 tI., A Hi,tory ot tn. M C
(Ro u r .. , Hml>.bw. 'ol>lU ~ ln9 Ho• • • • l U ll. , . lll . The PAC " a hd 'u ho..
t h' ceee••• " , e ...lore i t _to tl&llO.in9 that . h . NlC .... . cri.q to
CON nat e tn. !lb u . u o" ....9 910 e nd pLo •• it 0..<1.< the i n U . e " • • of
fore19 n 1000 109 1•• •

'Th-... "" <1 • • nIt "'-,,<10100 Cart&<, ' c "", I'ro< ...< . " CIIello"go: A
o<>c wne n t u y Hi " " " )' of ""Utic. '" s"u.I> M e;'>:. 1882-19 64, vel . J, p.J6~ .

' ·Rep,. Debu)' " 1>0 ha c:l 10091>0 ..ith en. Cu.. . ... in I!<lLin. I n ..
p.blHh~ .. b""., "o""l.,i,," .I " ' h e K.YOl...."" ch&< ••U e d <nU t he
'loc o ' th,ory o f sttu9 ~1 • . Th....i n lut••• o f • • ch .. theory .... the •
.....U ll.. could ett .. the . ,."h• • d f o t nvoluUon "a n"v. fl. " •
..,Hi-np fot tn. obj .ctive condit."... o f ••vol.Uon to Ot , ••. Whil . tne ..
.. ..u ch to t>. '.1<1 fot t he h. , o•• s t<vq ql u of "".ve ..."" tn. Cubo.o.
t he' foco ' thoory n li.. fo< tOO h. O"Uy vn nb jotti"i. ,. ond oI....n•• v C
' d""n tu r is.. . Bor u c h Xl c . vn , I n w lve<l in plannl.n9 fv r 0<»0<1 o<t l o. ot t he
.._ a dlni. t . thoc 'uuyon. oCt o<! lHe a bunch o f od"0.t"n" · 16",,ch
Hl.no" . l.n t u v l . .. ....h a" t ho c. ""t o l>er 1992l , Cuba' . r ."oht1on"y
. "cc ..a ..... un i q ue .".nt. no t ,.p.ot... O1 " c e .

Fo r a 900<1 Ove,v.l.v of tho h t on t un on 9u' ''1l1 a ..or C... • nd
revol ution .ee " U B •• P.... ro y. C" .....,1 11. " or f . n ' M ","nu ll ,,,. V yor b
I nt ..n....on. l PuI>H . h.n. 1 96 81.

" ",<Ph o . nu• • 'h . p o soooa l>•• C<JlU.du Aga i " . t Apor<h. j <l , Th.
ANC ' ''''' SO<Ith Af r i c o" <:_ "i.. , ' Otty i " !Ki l . l Lond o. , J .... C"" 'Y.
1992 1, p.l2 .

" ao r uc h II.l n on , i.t.."l. . .. wlot h a u t ho ,. Oct Ob.. 1992 . "l. n on
..,u.d t ha t on. OC t ho lOun .U.ct. .... t o - I .."", p. "" I . bdl.n" witho u t
' ''y COntl." " ity in . «u" I•. ~

"s. . .....C. S "boLi' or "<;lb< ' 3C YOO". of ~ho.'o ... S , ,," .
l J oh a n n..bu"." I\JlC Polit lcol E<lucaUon $.cUo". 19 911 , flO"'>c l<o srH • •
A<me<l and o.•.,• ...,u.. , My t/n4' r co_ r StnlWl. Ag.' "'' },p,or ' hej d '''. Co«l ,
X.in_nn £<Iucauo nd , UH I, OM N. loon ...."".h. Th. St"",gl. , . It}'

L'f. IN. .. Yor " 'athfind• • " ..., 19901 .

"s• • Joe Uouo. "south "'f<tc.. • 110 ltl.<l<:Ile "o.d', ,In a..il
O' " l.d oo n. J o . U ovo, . nd """ hony WH kln . on . So"thern M d c a ' Th. Ne..
POU.'; ",. of .... vol".'"'' I~nd,wo" .h , , ..,,,lon, 19'61. p. I!! . I would
",u. that thU p.np.cti."". t ha t .... """th "'C<l.co b<ccmi.nq
u t<U H n, l y , oo1s t '" loy tho i nt u n atio nal co-'l\1ty. .... I>. ..~ on . n
....._Ly ohort-u,hto<! vl.. .. oC !>ot ll. l...,..cl.U.,. .nd l.nto<",,1""01
topit a J.... _ u .. . ~. Lnt u n."ono1 , ..- pc U tic . , IUthouqh th.ro ha"
h..n ",,""co wel of n'p1UL ~tt.. SlI.up.vIU. and _col t _ ....~tl.on of
, pHthoid, tho ..dn ~.t&rn pows... i n putitulH the UK 0"" t M US....
h~d I>'..n bi<l.ln, th. .. tl..... Th . Intun.t lonel IllCl tal p...."u " _Lned



as

" Lt l> t he 'lon••oU y I.n..c o<" in" nvito diaU l y oft ..
Sharp e v I.U • • hod U"'flo t ... ly 10 <1 0 It.... on . e p itd H ows lo u
lU I ......... . l ta 2 l.

One. it beeome ..... t ho. the opu . h . l <1 ",'e hod e ffe c ti vely
t rv e "e" "'0 poot - Sh.upovUh , ..is.on.o ud « ...-.t. One o _qU n••
"'"bl.' ,nve>t_nt - fr andly e n vi r o nment , t ho1 < . u ppo t t " , ,,,,,,"<I ..i.th
I nt u n e d v i <;,, <. r Ot .,....1., u.s. u o<lt " Un SOvt l> "'fdc. IU p" <t.,
to' . by 331 b.t _en U63-ln~ anc! the Johnson odlll1 n u tutu n o.<Wdy
oneo u n qed inv M ,1I<i t ••" • • Se e Dol , i<e:nn1ey, ttnH.ct S t . . ..
r ••oi \1" "'Hey To rd. S"vt/l ALt i c e (Hn-j U SI, e"n. ; nvHy eM
C"nt " odi . 'i"n_ II TIl.. l • • Unl .,.Hy o ! No rth C..o11no - Ch a p<l1 KHl
li n ,. , pp.LO- 11. It. ,",,,ld s tho"'!l> 51""" o"d o the n to~l.t<l1y

.... . \.nt..pn t e<:l t he intontlon. of 'nt..".,tL onoi .apHd en<! tM....,,In
o ! _Ho." 'ioVtt""",MO to . 0«Y th .O"9~ wit~ .~d r Col<l Woo 9. 0
poh Uc• .

" I n ANC, Su/;>mi, or ri'1~" 30 yun of ~~on'o ... S.i r _
IJo" a nn • •~~,q. AIle Poli.tical !<:Iuca', on S.,,",•• 199 1) . p .S .

".onnie K... , U •• A:-d and D.o.gerou", My """erc'N"r S'ruwl"
Ago,i"a. Apar." a. " 10xtor<l: " " i n...n n ~<lucotional , 119l l , pp. 39-(0 .
Ku r U. a"" " un' of .h. ""1 <I.y. o f ~ i . by tot .h" IlIOn op'" an<l
UlunU n a " n" . h""' i . " . ot th" vuy UOH, 0 ..Uli.n9n" .. t" b" solf 
o"ti" oI .

" It 10 in...."ot,n" '0 noto . hot ""at of th" in fl" u . ... 1. "I< ...
...11 .. i • • h • • ~•• t n&l ",..1". of . h. ""C..... _ "t .h. s.o.cr . On
.~" O<K ••<1••h. ... Incll><!.<1 .]00 Slo vo, Govan ~"ki , """"''' Koon u <la .
0.."10 Gol <l1>.''' ' on" J.ck Hoc:I".on. Of " 0 .~. ...n &1 ..... i"n co~l n"
! ••"y.on H. ki... n" . Mz... ' r;.1>.", ."" " 0.... Hobh i " a _ n , ..t y U .
!hls • • ""t ou , p.is i " " . , .v• • • h• • 'h" s.o.cr h... a 1<..<lr be"n op " ti nq
""<I.. " " " ou",, f o t a nWlll>.. o f yu.. anti ".<1 .00• •••u ....."tal 1n .n" t u e n
t o am>o<l ..." ,qU .n<l ,,~.oonaliz"10n.

" o U on """"d " . la . . . ...d. t h " ob."n.Hon . ha t .. ..... " · c " . ti y, It,,· '0 novo ' 0 ....y upotUnCO<l .'Uv nd l",,<la n ' n !'IK be""u."
l.t ". ,ho "",Ir. of tho op"'th..1<1 poU.,., ,hot eh ( ~U..llh" nt o · .
F1ut C".....n<l... , · • • Sut.it or fi qh' U U ll . p .61 . KO_v", " 1 <h..
" ' r ' n ><tI, e h !til ..... f. "",,<1 it "-. "ot ••em that .. coul<l h.V41 b .
0' '''' '''....

"OM thinq thot nt& . qetl fr.... 'hio <lob.d. ..... th. wa y In ><tIi "" ....
h.<I l"n",,<1 . ..c"'''y, .....ou.ly ..d i ti." tho , ..." lv. an<l
up. tU... of . h• • p . ..h'l<1 ...,unty fo Nwoo . o u. p. p" " .... n f ound
by th.. poh"" i . th" l\h o. i . f . ""o u." ''''1''''••" t h" ' H&11b uy .. 'IU '
documen t . Thl0 p l~n, ~"i Q'''., th,.".. ..v•• lad th"t HI< ~"s p l "nn'"q
!o• • ouualO.<I " u ",n lll. _ . U A&nCad . "" 6p&nU"" tr"", ouui<le t h"
counuy .....'h _uid hopd uUy spar~ " . '''''ot••l UptU,"" . ntI " n.lO
l ".di." t ••""" t u;&l vit . ory . On. o f the _tl>o<l. c"nt _ l"'" .... t h.. u."
ot p h"•• '0 <lE"P _u."" _~... o f Lea U . .. o ..er t h" ,,,u"try calli ."
on t h" p.opl" to d ... up i. o<,,,,,,,la. C.... ~.. 0"" ' 04 t o b..." ' pp". l1n"_,,1.



sc

....".hough t he <:loc "~ .... . . ubuq"ontly bun erlt1ei..~ ..
""pd ly d u_ nt.. <1a t <1 utopian , t ho I>ul e O~t! 1n'" 00 b.
'''110 onto tho .o.lI<: 0.<:1 • • • up 1n ..il•• Kon y AIle 1..<1 onel
&, H v U U , 1001"<lln9 novo. ""y. >i nco uqucd tn• • t ho " bjetti"e
oond";'o., p tUOM .n 1962-' .... . . ..... 1', ,,p..1y ' ppe_oUted . ~on. h..
• " • • U"""",, to q ues tion U . s,,&,091<: couoct n. .. o f It tn_h,

" r'nd . ....hUon . of 'h. Lob n .. ( Iou "o.ol Contonne. .os o i ted
", I'ld i I U U I . p .UJ.

" In Ib,<I., IUU>. p.IH.

" Th o " u ttl n'. of t no M e ' s latu '"'<i.tlenion. for tho
d• .,ULon '0 ."tn to t r " 99U <.,ntatho<! l.n thoi , UU '5tr".9Y snd
To"Ut,' doe_no 0<101"0<1 .t tho Ko t 090 t " tcnhnnt. Ln T.....nn.

" !on T\I , "~. "'outh Aft ' , ,, Th.. S.. <on tOt. ",0009Y, ' in ,n.
s"ciolin Rogi,,'" 1191 ) 1. p .1611 .

,~. woed j" qo, ..... !tom t n . A/t i k• • n. 10"9" °90 .~ wo. " . ed
<0 <lU~<1be <ne OO-W'qon lor-hon tn.t <h. urly ...hit. nt< pioneen
,..de whe n f. ced wLeh "U~k t r OlO hoatHe .nem.ie• •

''':'no p<oll ra,. i.o founcl in SAC', SOuth /I1ri"." "_"i.... Sp.d
ILond o" ' tnk.luh ko rubLl.e.uon•• 19 91 1. pp . Z94-320 . f h..e ore ....ny qo<>d
eo,,",,"n t ..ie••nd t<itiquu on thu 10 <IIIUh tio n . S_ of e h. '>ette, onu
H e, H..ol d Nolpe . "Tne TIIe o<y 01 I nternal COlonUU", t ho SO"tn
\fri~.n C.... - in Ivo' oual. Ton y Bennet••nd Du i<l Sooth .<1•• , Beyond
'h. Soeiology 01 Qevel_n t: teon"",y .t><t So~ieey in ,. t:! n _ r ie• • nd
/I1rie. Ilond on , !loutl'"'le . 19'~" CoHn !uncly . "Aro.nd IIn l e h Co.nen,
~evohtion..y t heo ry . nd conu"'P0ruy Swen " t n ee . " Tr." . t ......<io",
No.B 11119 ), .nd AcI... Habib. "The Th e o r y o f the 'o.th lll t i eu
~evolution' 'Col.oU1U.. of • ~peeUl Type' 'nd the N. ti o nal Oe>oe<.ue
~evohti.". · h.lnpubli .hed pepe•• n.dl .

Th. u qwnent by en. SAC' fo•• '""ti.nd d....er.tie « vo l.tion'
e.n be d' reetly lin ked to the 0.11 by the C........Otern in 1921 lor .n
'indepe04ent n.U_ repub l'e · . The Sin'id.tlty of the SAC ' [ o .....lotion
we ' .0 pl.ee thi. wU hi n • • p.tiHeally South ...h'e.n fE _ Ok. 1ls in
thh th""'lh. t he ~.o.c, n., ahoy. (until the eolle,.. ol the USSRI
reU.eted t ho lin. e,nunq f .o.. IIOse~w - it hn be.n one o f t ne "'\I'<II.u
ot t ne _th "'f <1~.n libe""on .ttu qqla .

.,
' IIh<ot se t tne SAC' .pe.. waS oh. p..tHe. of · <Ie...eut1e

c."c..li... • . IIh.. oh is redly _ant thet po. itio,," Oa~•• by tn.
oeno<el OOftOlIi eoee (If p<10t debs ","ible it lniqnt o. Jc. plaeel
we". (1.",1 . f>CI to be , . opsq...d witM. o quution " y tne .ntire
_mb. ..nip . One fo ..... S...., _ ....u Be n Tu<o~ . ....0 u n lnoo « o utlle ~i t n

t hi . , n <ti e•• heo <lu et1bed it. p<aeticd , ..~lt .. an ' . n9'"••<1n 9 of
t ne at,u99h' I Ben Tutot . 'nOu"l itn auohot. Otto"•• nnl, Howevu .
it did . Uow th. SAC' to .... . n _ly e. nes'"e . nd diseipUned
ot';luintion. Un<le. t U condition. t h et wu . 00 , «veil ln . "ile t/>e..
~n"ra~t"Uti.s ptoved i_n..ly 1",,"r.." . i n one . ...C,'. <. la t i ono ni p
w, t h the MC .



·,. ~thoU9h I o f f .. thh ~<l Uq>l. u • ne 9 0tl vt <inolo_n< , , h...
.... t ho :I. t hi n t h e SAC r It..lt .. ho ... en .. vonq...."'" . "" <I.u che"
r o l p o.H!". t hl nq. I tophon Lou" , • lot tu,er In pohht s a t
wa or . .... " n 'vou lty in ".hOMU I>" .q .1><1 10.-o1y 'G U v J Ul. t ho
S AC•• ho• • " 9 0ed t ha t t ho l Ac " , l l1Clopo n <lon. t '!._t ho 'Ot "",, ·
..U . ..... tt U dn <lllop pollth. ond thouqM. no t tl. ... to t h o (ceqo« vel
p ro.." •• • o t" on ' ult<.-notio no U o; . ... . !!Up nOn """" , I nutvU " ....n
", . , no <. Nov . ..... U i l! .

" To th i s . <Itithe Joo noun h.. " pUed '

NO <l..ulot tho n y _ n. ... on tho n otion al """tont o r
th• • U 099 10 could, by-p._ot , one""'&9* • dl ......."
of I t s o1OllIOuly ela 10 and wHI> It t h o _<qtnte o f
Py r e b ouqt o io n. <londhe , • • c k.....; u e ia\i u and
chauvinu• . . . lns o!at .. thi . don 9" u isu It '""", of
tou • • • , b. tontinuouoly tounUt'" by tho .p,••4 01 ""'"'
ce vol utLonu y . d.oloqy, and ~y en.~r1n'l" U.~ • ,". '>1"9 .,1&..
. ....~.<l w1U <:l... oM poli. ti.c&! ce nac,eu.nu . play. it>
p rep. " .el. 'n .h. cO<& li<1on ~ f ferce ' " h' d , con.t1 ~~U. t he
U bera tten hent "'Y ''''P'losis l ( Slove, I U ' 6 I , p . 1l'l ).

''He. t:. ""ucver' ef "lie .l>d SACP """'I"y Icc . .. . h. e ver t ' t~ cn '
u. n.90U atten peth 'n h •• U lt . whe n t ". AIIC 1"0-.:1 U :s
C:en..H~Uon&! 9ui"e11ne• . So... o1>..c" e <> ree e 'l"n' .-.:1 this . b i.t eatUer.
Se, I c c e xempie, ion'l" -"'" 1I>lC "u . net t .... l.odq ' eo_n•• d i n 10.. U I7 ,
~Ll ~. "".. a "U·.olen,.i ".UT/le• .•h,- one 1> d ""''' . er tain te e nd
t.".ouqh . e l k , · ( .0<1 '1"0, -Stet e Power . nd t he pelt.i.c. el r...Is t enee,·
/OIort fn P.oqreu, Ne . ' . SOI H , IOttoberlllo_.r, i"ll, p .S ) .

wnU . t n. <:on.t1 ~utl.", . l Guid.Unu _ c. ee,"U lY t he H . .. clee"
p obU c cenli ma..e n of • n''I"o ~' e ti.ons ..ro t O'l"Y wn. t I en er'l"u i"'l" •• ~n.t

t he ie'l"ic o f the enUc..... . 0'1"". e"" . n..,reUe&! . pp .oach dnee l U i " J
P"'n<s I n ~he d . rocti e n e f • neg ot ....ed ooc..... . It IU gn. no t he"" been
.. <on.cio~. toalUe uon _nq st .011III o f the l ea" e cs M p . nd i ntell.ctueh
1:>0' It . u col y ceuld net h._ """",1o..1y e.c. ped . hou ""e l e<'Oul . ted ~h ..
. ..... q• • e n d ~.tUe&l appreach e . th. ti.... .

" Of tlO~u., ~n•• • <l oss l oree' ceuld pe t en u e a y 'nc l ud. the
..... itui f . II t he eper<nUd ... te n ech.d . pe.l n t ....ee., its l eodln'l"
.. i _ nt> « ahnd th. t th.i. co"tlOoed pollUtel , w,"'loYol ••11od fo c
d . ..tic .ctlo ........ tlon Cn . n. i . pet t , th.y tco _~ld b e p." ef the
' . e l uti on· •

"'Th.l. i . toe i tLy _~u" t e ~y flonnie " ..,10 , wb. in • 1990
i n. ....., . w SUted ~ba" "TlI. .. "e ••""t~tie"".y .., .......,n.s wbi cll , e'
t hh . (c~ncl.ation, odd « .."" t n. "".. t ien of ..i n n .., ... , . _ c . nue
i"""""'. t .ly reC"'lni u d.nd. .no1y, od t n. u•• e( state PC""" .nd t h. n. e<!
t . ""_lep .. I« c . to •• .1.. . .... pc_ c . With ~. ~h.t ... . not t he • • no. N

(In "hseU s .", u....M ntc ,· ",o rt tn Proquu, No . 68 IAu"" . e, 1990), p . ' ] .
Otl y of i n t erpre.tn.; t b.l. is to uciousL y question wh. t h..

e n... _ ""1 ceel hope of ..i n nq power _ n q.t t ho.. "". 1"" tn•
.. <ned st cu 9"q le l ~••lf .. niht . ....It.n.,e~.ly tolllnq t he . ...... ... '
o t n....is• •
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CKAPTER 4

ORct1 50l<lETO TO KASWE (1 97 6 -19841

Mas s es do not of t he ir own ac cord gen e rate a n
i d e o l ogy wh i c h provides t r\le g\lidelines on the
mai n d i rection o f t he s t ruggle, o r which make s
t hem conscious of t he rlecessity to c r ..a te non~

e xploi tative relations of prod uc tio n. '

J o .. 510'10 (1916)

510'10' s s t at..merlt encapsulates t he d ynamic o f the ANC' s

and SACP' s a p p roaCh to st ruggle d uring th.. 1910' S and ea rl y

19 8 0' s. Thro\lghout t he l abo r . student, a n d co....un ity (e . g .

YO\lth , wo.... n · s , a n d c ivic as s oci at i o ns ) s truggl es inside

SO\lth Afr i c a a nd the subsequen t regional a n d i nt .. rna t i Orlal

d ..velopmen t s . the AACI SACP continued t o d ir<to;:t t h ..

lib erat i o n struggl e froll t hei r exte rna l bas e . It was no t so

m\lch that they did riot r ..spond to interna l lIIa $S struqq l e ,

bu t r a the r t h at th..y did so in a wa y which r e fle c ted no

ba sic chanqe in s t rategy and t actics. M such , t he

lib eration s t ruggl .. had to b.. t he prese rve of the

'revolutionary' ANC/ SACP, wi ll i n q to accommodat e other

el....ents but with o verall o;:ontrol a nd e i e eceieo • Kisto ry

~ept repeating its ..lf .

a y the ear ly 1 910's South Af r i ca was beg i n n i ng t o

experience t he pr o b lema t i c e rtects of a pa r t heid c apitalism.

Th e historic d ivi s i on o f h bor be twee n ",e l l - paid , s killed

white "'o rke r s a nd l ow-wage unskilled blac k wo r ke rs , had

g r aduall y b....n und et!lined by th.. d e mands of an expandi nq

Sou t h Af r i o;:an cap i talis... 81ao;:k workers we r e 1'10 10rlqe r

solel y confined t o p redomirlantl y migran t u n skilled labor ,

not because o f a rlY c hanqe of hea r t by wh i te capi t al , bu t



as

beca us e o f the new demands ot t he sys tem. ' Loa r qe s ca l e

f o ui.<;n invest.... n t du r i n., t h e 1960's, the s uQsequ.m t t a ke 

o ff i n t h e lIlanu{actudnq s ecto r, and t he n eed of the

aparthe id s ta te to c rea t e ever-expand i nq e c o nOll i e:

o pportun it i es to r i ts ..hite sup po rters all c:ontr i b u t <ld to a

qrowi n q c risu . This was "ot j us t II. cris is e n qen d e r ed by

apar t he i d " i t l1 p r edolllinantLy poHti.clIl ove r tones, b u t ;lIise II.

5 tr\l<: tu r .. 1 econom i c crisis of c apital accWllulaUon. South
Af rican c a pi tal a nd the a partlleid s tate f ound themselve s in

II. Cr i $ i s of ove rllccwo.uLated c ilp i.tal t ha t c ould not be eerve e

by short- te rn! politica l a nd l or ecollo",1<: r .. t orlll . '

Un fortun a t el y the MlC! SACP d id not q rasp t h i s . pre t errinq to

focus almost exc l us ive l y on t he rac ial (na t i o na l) found ation

ot the c r is is .'

!lad the /INC/ SACP attempted to trans late . i n t o p rac tica l

s t ra t e 'l i es, the c r itiques of cap i talis IU pre sent in t heir O"'n

e c cceent s and (",r i t t e nl i n t he his to ry o t the South .... f r ican

stnl'l 'lle , they ",o u i d have be e n be t t er able to ~rasp the

possibili ties ot 'l r4suoots s t ru'lqle . I nde"d, t he base s of

the stru q 'lles durin'l t he 1970' s and 1990' s, eeereeeee a s

the y ",ere by t he "'or~ers and u n employe d, we r e explicit

r e!ponses t o bo th t he rava'les of apar t heid a n d t he crise!

e n 'lend e red b y the p r oces s ot c a pitalist accumula tion.

Pr ac tica l . tra te'lies that conf ined t h emsel ves to s e e h n 'l t h e

. honest possible route to 'na tiona l liberat ion' (as

ne'lotiations ..ere r e ee e d esc r ibed by AAC/ SACP l e a d e r s I ,

u nde r the obj ective conditions t ha t per tained, coul d only

s e e 'lra ss roots s t ruq 'lle a s a tacticlli ..eapon: they could

not, I ",0\11d a rque , provide a s olid f o undation tor c r e a tin'l

t he po ssib i. li t ies for a ' f ull t rans ter ot power to th"

peop l e ' . SUCh a n as sesslOe nt o t the dialectic be t we e n

s tru'lq l e and struc t\1,e (d"s p i t e r he to r ic to t he c o n trarYl ,

l e d the ANC/ SACP to appro a c h the in t e rnal s tru<;lqles o f t he

1970 's and 1980' s no t on t he terms o t t hose s truq9 l e s, but;

ra t !!er on t he t et'lls o f the ANC /SAC P' s nar row . t rat e qio; v i ew

o t " a t ional libe r ation .



"
Th~ rationa le f Of the I\NC! SACP approach incll,lded a

v e rba l l i n t e llec t ud l r e c o qnition of eke capit a lis t bas is of

apnt heid. No one wu more luc i d in e x p l ainln" t h i s

r ationale than l e ad i nq 1<NC! SAC P member J oe sie-e.' In order

to ee so. 51ovo had to "t ve int ellectua l a nd strateq ic

pr i mac y t o t he ar<;lument t h at t he libe ration scruq"l " could

o nly r ealis tical l y concentrate i ts enerqi"" On a n ant i 

aparthe i d p l ane: thus, a rtHieially sepa ntlnq t he st ru<;I ql e

i nto i ts racial a nd class components. This approach wa s in

the best nadltion o f t he two-s t a ge t h eo r y and it.5 10,,1c&1

conseq u.. nce ha s b een to ignor e t he s crateqic: need t o develop

a s peci Ucally a n ti - c Ap ita lis t s truqqle.

Altho uq h the a r c h i c<l c t s of aputhdd-capi talism and t he

e xternalized ANC/ SAC P waveud i n t he i r response to the

q athering crisis, ..orkers once a ga in sho....d the wa y. I n

e a r ly 1973 t eM o f thousands of worke r s in t he coastal city

of Cu r ban wen t o n a spont aneous s tri ke.· ~efu s ing t o elec t a

l e ade r s h i p , e n t er in t o ne qotiations wi t h th"ir empl o ye r s, or

a ff il i ate the....e l ves .. ith any sp eci fic po li tica l o r union

cunent t he worke rs s uc c e e ded i n qett inq "", s t of thei r waqe

d ....ands ...e t . Their e xampl .. set oft o ther nationwide

s t<uqql es wh i c h me t with mued responses of r epression and

a tn..p t s at cooptation. Mo : e i.,p ortant ly, t he wo r ke rs

infus"d a ne w sense of struqgle alnCngs t the black population

a n d a s mali but influenti al sector o f ..hi tes, wh i c h was t o

l ead to the fonnatton o f a new t rade unionislll outs~d e o f the

ANC/ SACP poli tical umbrella.

On another i n t erna l f:ont t here had been g r o wi nq unres t

amonqs t black s tudenu in th" e a rly 1970's o ve r e duc at i o nal

condi t ions a n d t he q en" r a l l a c k of any inte rnal struqqle.

Bolste r ed by the absence o f a n y o r qanized liberation

moveme nt st ructures , t he students had f Onl" d thei r own

r " p:e senta t ive b o dies in the f orm ot t he SOUth Af r i ca n

Students Orqanization (SASOI, expanded hte r i n 1972 i nto

the Black People 's convention (BPC) a nd t he Black Community

P roqr &mlD.eS recer .' These n ew o r qanizations Wete heavily



se

idluenc<ld by • r ejuv,mated i nt"l1ectual version o f t he
u t lier Atr t c an i s t tn-dit ion . Apt ly n...e c ' b laek

consciousne$S' ttl.is new approach po s i ted that t he s t r ugg l e

again s t .parth"td wn !t rst II ba t t h of va lues and identity.

SASO's "'a ni-ture declared that i t worked t or
. . . the libe r a t i on of the 8lack " . n Unt froll
psycholog1c.l oppr ession by themselves t hrough
i nduced in t e rio r ity c omplex and secQndly t ro..
ph ysical oppres s i o n a cc t ul "q ou t o f livinq in
white rac i st so<::i e ty •. "

Con c ent r ating their e ff o rts around self·empowe r ment a nd
upl i f t me n t , the BtaC Ie Consciousness Mo vemen t (BCMl bodies

d i d not fundamen t ally threa t en the l """ediate inte rests of

the apa rtl'leid sta t e. t tle " ""hasi s of prac t i cal BCM politics

was a focus On Individual and co l l ective exp~es s ions of

blac k pride wh i ch wa s r ea lized through va r i ous soci a ll

co~unity proj ects. Wh ile this a p p roach had a longe r-te rm

pot entia l t o c rea t e and/o r strengthen na t i ona l st~uggles tor

politica l and eco nolli c l i\;le~ a tion (physica l opp~eu ion l ,

t he re wa s li t t le o rganiza t ional cohesion o r cohe r ent

political s t ra teg y t o a llow to ~ the consol idation o t

(po:ss i b i e ) psycho loqical libe~ation by contesting the ""r IO

i _ edi a t e physical fWn itesUtions ( i ns ti t u tion s ) ot
a par t heid r u le .

One ana l ys t has plac ed t he BOi philo s o ph y with i n the

t ~adit ion ot Gramsci's concept o t the 'crisis of i d e olog i c a l

heg emon y ', a~gUing that t he r i se o f black consciousness

s igna l ed ~that Wh i t e heq e lllOny had l ost i t s consensus .. .

whi t e civi ltution and s tandards we r e ec i o nger a c cepted a"

a OlOdel to be ,.",.ulated.~ I . I would stronql y a~que tha t wh i le

it certainl y rejected white racia lism and supe riori ty, black

cons c i ou s ne s s as a n Id eo l ogic a l construct t ailed to go

beyond t he identitication o f t acial cata <;orie". To repn s e n t

t he beq i nning of a 'crisis ot ideolOgiCal hegemony ' it

needed to e ncompa " " t he totality o f wha t constituted a

cris i s i n South Africa - a part he id c apitalisll . BOi leader

Stev e Bi ko was IIO ving i n th iS d i r e c tion be to~e his c e e en.



"
E"en wi t h the i r s t ra t e qic limitatior>s and lack o~ a

lIla!! s b o!l S8 BCH influenced an e n t i r e .."ne r at ion, particularl y

yo u nq blac k intellectua l s and s t udents from ur ba n area s. It

" " S t h i s .. r oup wh i c h WlIS t o provid.. t h" ANC/ SN; P with t he

"'"ans t o resurrec t the ..ooed stn,qql" and 9iva .. much-ne eded

i n j e c t i o n of youtll l ul ..H i too ncy .

Bla c k Conscious ne ss Moveme nt (BOi l s tructures. d onq
wi th new labo r tonnatton!!. r e p r u e n t ed the mai n l ocus of

i n cer na1 s t r uq q le dur inq ttle early and mi d - 1910' s . Fo r it.

pa r t, t he ANC/SACP li ten.Uy s tood on t he s idelines ,

preoccupi ed w1 t ll its own e >tternd p r ob l ems and pl ans . Thu"

wa S .ome a c t ivi t y by ANC members lresh. f rom Robben Island

..nd the lle q inn i nq.s o f ba lldtnq underqround $ t r uc t u r .u b y an

l1K d e tacllment b u ed in Lesot hO {le d by Chr is I!~ni l. " As

eould be e x p ec t ed , t he apartheid stat e tr i e d t o ma i n t a i n

st rict c on t r o l by forci bly r e mo v l nQ .lill ions f rom t he

b u r g eo ning u r ba n blac l< po p u l a t ion t o the bantustan

was t eland$ , a nd arre$ti ng a n equal nwube r $ ho wl ng an y sign

Of d i s s en t . >:

Alo ngs ide th i s r epre ssion t he re we r e attempts at a IIIO re

re fo rmi st approach . Re a lizing that t he c rea t ion o f soe i a ll

.... terial a n d rac i a l div isions 4llOn g s t t he no n-white

popul a tion c ourc onl y oeneht the c onsolida t ion of

apartheid, the state bega n t o p r oviae limi t e d political ana

e conomic o pportunities to t he 5lUl l b lack midal e class a s

we l l a s t he colo r ed and Indian 'nat iona l q rou ps' . Th is mos t

o f t e n t o ol< t he fotlll. of gove rnmen t s ub sidie$ f or s mall and

a ed i WII $i'l'e d bus i ne s$ , ae c eeeeee a c ces s to c r &dit

f ac ilities, a nd t he c r e at i o n o f loca l poli t i cal and

admini$ t u .tiv" bur"aucracies ( 'nl f~run ' coaununityl t o wns hi p

ecceet Le t . "
This s tate s po ns ored re f o raism, ho ...ever, lla r ked the

beginning Of a mueh more impo r t a nt process. By the mid

1970 ' s t he r e "'as already the r e al i zat i on amonqst t he r ulinq

c l ass i n South Afr ica that t o " ave capitalislll t hey wou ld

ha v e t o j e t t i s o n t he f u nd amentals o f a pa r t heid. Th i s
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,,,qq••t. t hst . <;Ia...ere Clplul understOOd t he neclulty fO Ir

e n .."q • .on e h.on t he .tlt • • In 197' Ant on Ruper t. e lls iraan

o f tne _ q.-conql_eute A.nqlo- .....e reee , decla r ed thl t ~...

[c l pl. t . l i s t s l Clnnot survive unl ••• ~ hi ve .. t t •• ..co. t
ICO"""Y' .. s t~l. black eiddl_ c l ••• •·" Althouqh thia

r eaUut i o n . n thst ti... d id nOt e nc:ooopI 'S t he

or e YO l u t l c na r y/ c 01lllllWl I. . c ' JUfC/SAC P, t he . " t e r ...11ted

1 1~r.t ion .oy_ent ... . to~ centra l t o this ratora

p r ocess . tn t he . . ...-t1... oc.e.tl c b"line •• I ns... r.-d the

c ri.Sl.. o t .parth.td c. p i U U p by ....r t i nq on .. PC09C_ o f

d l vlluinq capital p r oce • • th4lt I nvolve d i nc r ••••d

u , t1aUo n. empl oy tr.nc~nt (inc n a . i nq t he 'uHeunq

o f the a lready b u rden..t •• , onc yl. and i nc:ce ased

eonopoli tation . "

I n shef t. South Aft i ca had "I I the i n q r edl e n t . of ..

,oca a 1 t i n derbox . " .pa rk ..al all that was n• .-1.d t o .It 1t

o ft .

Th . '~6 Up ri.in q and Be¥ond:

Answe r .d Prl¥. r. Ind Lo st Opportunities

a u i d .., t he i n te r nal d'VI l o plII.n ts lea ding u p t o the

, Vln t s o f 1976, t he n had b.ln mUCh ac t i v ity en the

i n tern l t iona l f r o n t thar a f fectlld borl'l o p p r ls••d and

o p pressor 11'1 South Afdca . Fot d ec ades the a pa r t h . i d stan

had . n1o yed t he s ec...r ity 'l i v . n b y fr iendly colonial .nd

rac i .t wh it. ne i'lhbors , so the . v . n t s o f 197'-~~ e.......

• hoc k blo w. Af t a r t he 1911 fill o f t he hscht C..et.tIC

t l 'l'i.ala in Po r t uq.l. t he naw qo.... rnaent rapidly s e t abOut

' 9 r l n tin q ' i ndepe ndence to l tl c olonias o f ""0;01••nd

Hozlllbiql,le . III !'IOlUlblque th. only sarious 1i.t>at.Uon

.c.~ent, nRELIMO l Ften t t or the Liberation o f Moz.-bique, .

1:00_ power, whila i n Angola thna ee-petin'l' DOve llenU lMPU.,

f'lft.\ . UNITAl j oe _e yed. t Ot PG"'Ir . Sinee both nLLII«) and tl>a

I'I p u. lwno l oo_ad li ke t he y _ld take powe r ill An9Ol& l . Wlr.

p r o- So..ie t , 1:he .. par theid stat. .... n od . I n collusion ..itl>

t he Unitl<i States it proe eld .-1 to b'ck t he ·pro - ... . tarn·
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I'NlA lind UNIT" in .. de.peute .t tcept to preven t t ile HPLA

f r o", eonso lid. tlll <;l as ,pp.I...nt v i.c:tory. " Til. sub.ilqI.lilnt

Sou t h " f ricll" aUit'lY i n vas ion . , ndin.. i n qulo;~ eil U-•• t i n

the eee e ot .. c olllbi..-d IlP LA. .nd ~n COUJI tH*ofhns l vil , wil.

I '.". ..e s e t back fo r .~ ..t~ld c onti4en"., .lId .... rut
i n s p i n t io ,," t o r bhc:k Sou tb Af e 1<;.l1fts .

Despit e thne o. .... lOF*lnts on th r il; i o nd hnd.c:..~ .

t he .~rthe ld iI\lthoriths fel t confident enouqll to . ,,~nd

thilt r i n t e r n il l dfone ilt cont r o l. When the .tate decn<td

th.u, the " { tilt••n. 111"9I1e"l t o t>e the _edt... o f

i ns t ruccion I1n i t h U y for t lle ....U cl a nd SOC1,,1 nudl i1$l

i n chek h i q h schools. .. qroup o f . t uden u i n SO_ tO

responded w i t h ilc:ti... t ••ut.neil .nd $llI." U oe-onstut t onil. "
The June 16th e~nts th4 t fo llowe d t oo k 111-.011: all the .... r e e

o r qa n i u tio ns /lnd til. apa r :hilld state by surprise .
taboldened by the radici l rl'letorie o f bllek c onsc i ou snes s

Ind t he qene ral <:: 11..t e ot resistlnce t hat l'Ild de"d o ped

Si nce t he 1 913 strike s . all fed b y a deteri.ora t inq locio

economic s ituation, l a r q. nwmbe r s of s t u dents Ind ur ban

d..elhrs wen t o n the o'~.nli.ve . Six da ys aft er the Unt

s tuden t demons t rat ion e total o f one hundred and tl'lirtY- l i x

pe o p h were offieia liy i i s ted IS l'Il v i, ng been kil l ed . '"

The I p ar t heid Ita te qIlicki y doused t he insurrectionl ry

Cl.,.el , lided by t he tick of ...11 o r ql n i zed qr lSSloo ts

st ructu r es to direct t he I I\q.r .and .. cU o n. The sO( had

l'Iei t he r t he theo reUel l n or practie.. : c a pa ci t y to coa.bat the

s t .. te and t he AlfC / S10ICP !l.ad p lay. d I sd f - i apos e<1 baited

r o le . Altho ugh the re " e r . the b. q i l\f\i ng s o f .1'1 independel'lt

workinq c l a s s aove...n t t h . t could potentially fi ll thh

r o l e . it was still too ... . k .1Id wr ac ked by divis i on o ve r the

' na t i o"" l deo:>oer .. t le ' qu. sHon.and tile r e l at i o ns h i p t o t he

e .tern.ll1zed AlfC/SN:.P t o Uke up tl'le <;haUenqe.
M e"..-ple o f t l'l i . d. iY1. ~on _ • •evea l ed i n the l a t e

191 0 ' I fiqnts that erupt.d ..Hllin SACtU. DO t unlike the

.. r .nqles thet ""qed i n the 193(1' . and 1 940' s bet_en

TrotSkyites and a elllber. of t h e then CPSA Oyltr the di rec t ion
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and orqani zat1on ot the workinq "lass. I n the case o f S1\CTU

the mai n ba t tle line " as d r awn between two o PPOSin'l

pe tSp "o;: tives . On t he one s i d e , there _ te tho s e d i r ectly

a ll ied to the ANC/ SACP wh o a r'lu e d tha t the ' na tiona l

liberation ' prO 'l t <llll. of the ANC/ SlIC P d e ma nded t ha t wcrh nq

class orqa niza tions s hould conce ntrate t he i r enet 'l i e s on
securing cadre s fo r t he externa lized OIOV"lllenr and support

the proq r am of mul t i - c las s po litics. On the o t her s ide, we re
those who arque d t lla r a n tove r tn a ll i ance wi t h the ANC/ SACP

would only lead t o t h " subservience o f an independent

wor kinq class po litics t o t he broad mul ti-clas s demands of
the ANC/ SAC P' s nat ional l i beration stutl'<j ies, and ita

....p hui s o n querrilla- induce d llIObili zation . " It was to the

ANC!SACP', discredit ttlat t tle y squelctled de bate a nd

continued t o be who l l y convinced t hat i.n de p e nd e nt worke r

s t r ugg l e s shoul d be lett t o t he ir staqi.st po s t- 'national

d eln<lcratlc revolu t ion' p ha ... o f liberation. ey doinq so , the

ANC/ SACP wa s helping t o creat- the conditions for a

truncated l i be ration.

What the 197 6 uprisinq s ho wed , once aqain , was the l ac k

of internal (u nd e r q r o und ) r e volutionary organization t o

absorb a n d subsequently carr y fo rwa rd t he mil itant strugqle

c a r ri ed out by the 'masses '. As this s tudy has shown , the

lea d u ship o f the ANC/ SACP c o ntinued to co nsc i ously practice

a n externali : ed s tra t egic approaCh that WaS info~ed by a

particula r ly narrOw i n t e r p r e ta t i o n o~ the po s s i b i l i t i e s

u nd e r t he p re vai ling objecti ve cond it ions; in effec t , t hey

did no t believe i n the capabili t i es and po t ential of

grassroots strugql e. Such a n app r o a Ch was no t conduc ive t o

sustaina b i e i n t e r na l orqanization . Instead, t he AlfC/ SACP,

wa S wa itinQ in the wi ng s wi t h its gue r r i l lar is t 'national

e eeceea e i e r evolution' v i s i o n . '" I t wa s ee t he I\NC / SACP t hat

many cf the 19 7 6 g enerat i on were t o turn , not cut o f

ideologica l Or orqaniutional afHnity, bu t out of d e s pera t e

necessity."
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Enco u uO;Jed b y th i nte r na l ups"" .. ", in mus "teuqql e and

c09nl~ant ot t he o rqa ni u .tiona l .. ap tha t ex i s t ed, the

ANC / SACP beqan t o r ec r u i t ac tive l y and t o p r opaqa nd h e . FlNC

litera ture wh i c h had no t been Seen i nside seuen At rica t o r a

1011 '1 t i me wa S d i s s e fli l'lat ed wi d e l y, a cco mp" n ied by t he

or <; ani zation's symbols { t o r uampl e logo'll . At t he sallie time

t he ANC/ SACP began ac tive l y to eecc u r e..e students a nd othe r

act i vis ts t o lea ve the count r y a nd join its a rllled wi nq MK,

an e ><e r e ise ....de e a s i e r by t he l a r qe nwnbers who were t ryinq

to esc a pe de t e n t i o n . Aa peo p l e pou r ed aCrOsS t he South

At r i<: a n borders, i t was t he lINe / SACP t hat proVided the only

orqanita t ion capa b le ot absorbinq t he outflow. Its mai n

. " t e r n a l ri val , t he PM: , ..a s ho pele s sly underfunde d and

dl.so r q a ni z ed t o offer similar hospitali ty , al t houqh IUny of

t he 8CM i nfluenced student s we r e pri lle recrui ts for the

PAC's Afri eanis t imaqe . The I\NC! SACP had a d i s t i nc t

ad Van t a qe due t o i t s aCCe SS t o subs t a nt ial ma t e ria l and

Jlilitary support f r o", t h '! USSR, SO/ll.. th inq the Pll.C ne ve r

quite millnaqed with t he i r pa trons, th'! Chine s e. "

S uch ac ces s t o s upport is often l o o ked iIl t i n a one 

dime nsion .., l wa y b y 50...th ll.fr t c a n stru'l 'l l e histor i ans an d

il na l ys t s , whe r e the f oe u s r e... i n s on i t s p ract ical

impo r t a nc e a nd adva n taqes (for e x amp l e Lodg e, 1983 ). Wha t i s

no t men t ioned t h o u'lh, is the po t ential ba'lg a ge t ha t com,!s

with s uc h s upport (L e . me thods o f o r qa n h a tio n and

con t rol ) . The influe nce i n t he case o f the ANC! Sll.C P , o f

Stalin i s t "'e t hods and theory, was t o pro v'! increas i ng l y

debil i till ting de s p ite ac c e s s t o s ubs t an t h l lU t e r i a l

r e s ou r c e s . The i nt l uenc e wa s iIl l so s hown in t he prop aganda o f

t he ll.NC! SACP wh i c h , on t he intern;o tional level, continued t o

d mic Soviet co ld lI"ar rhetor ic . I n a s p u ch t o t he United

Na t i ons SoOn : t e r the 1 97 6 up r ising ANC Pr e s iden t -Ge ne r a l

Olive r T~. h i ms e lf ideoloq i c ill lly iIl l i qn ed ~re clo s e l y to

lib '! r a l bour geo is d emo<;racy t h;on t o Soviet ' co_un i s ",'.

r e fl ec t ed t he influence t h us :
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while imperialism •• _predicates its own s ur v i'.' a l On
the survival of t he wil le.. minority r e 'l i me • • • the
con~rontation between t he l i bera t i on movement as a
who l e , on t h e one hand. and the forces of
imperial ism, on the ottler. cannot bu t 'lto'"
.sha r pe r , fo r .. stra t eqy for the strenq rheninq of
t he crimina l apartheid regim.. is s i lllu l taneo usl y a
strateqy fo r t he destruction of the forees wi t h i n
South Attie.. t ha t s eek to brinQ about a genuinely
popula r chanq..... The nme i dea jo! a non- rad ica l
solut i on ) is conveyed in s t a temen ts by
r e p r e s e nta t i ves o f the Un i ted States qover~ent.

We t a ke t h i s to be a very ca teq o r i cal and c l ea r
statement by t he wor ld' s l eadin q i mpe r i a l is t
po",er .. . t ha t i t is p r epa r ed t o a eeept only s uch a
sol ut ion as wou l d leave i ts interest in South
Af r i ca i ntact . Ne i t h e r the Africa~ National
co~qr e s s ~or our.feople as a Whole can e ve r accept
such a solution .'

Wha t Talt\bo did no t grasp , de sp ite the obvious sinc e ri ty

of his o pposi tion to the recent ro i e o f the United States,

wn t h at h i s o wn orqanlza t ion's s tra t e gic way fo rward

(hea v ily i ~nuence<:l as it was by St alini sm) was laa d i nq 11'1

the v e ry d irection s t ated as unaccept ab l e 11.e . a 1'101'1 

radical solu tion}."

with 'ne w blood' i n t heir r a nks and the hiqh

expectations of increased guerril la activ i t ies i nside the

c oun t r y t he ANC tSAC P' s main s t ra teqic fo cus, tha t of at1lled

s t ruqq l e , was fa c ed wi th its ti rs t majo r test . In its

e Horts to meet t his t est the o r qan i zation had f ormed the

Ope r a t ions Unit (OU), whose tas k it was ~ to re i n troduce

armed s truqqle a s quickly and as eVident l y as poss i ble. N
"

As it t urned ou t , it t oo k the ANC four years betore i t s

ar....d s t r uqql e r",q is t ered substantial ly incr eased ac t ivi ry .

Over t he pe r iod 1 911 - 80 the ;Ulount of querr i lla acti vity

i nsid e t he country t o t a l Old e iqhty- t""O ' incidents' , and tro..

U8 l-84 t he r e wa s a t otal at o n" hundr"d and ninety-tour'

i nc idents' . " Huc h ot t he areed activity mir rored t h e

sabo tage c "",p a i gn o t the early 1960 ' s , with s ....U units

attaekinq .,U itary and administrativ e tarqets .
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Thern "'ere t h reR m4in 90.15 asso c ia t ed wi t h t h l!

ANC/ SACP's emphas is o n t he res urqence o f .~ed activi t y:

fir stly, catal ytinq in t ernal mU s IOObilizat1on and po li tical

act ivi ty c entered around t he 1UIC/SACP; secondly, 51\0"'1n<;l th e

'people ' that the ANC/SACP was the only 'serio us' lib . r a t ion

llove..en t wi ll i nq t o e ng-a" .. tbe en....y and defend t h e 'peop le '

"ith t he f orc e o f anlls ILe.•.,..,d p r o paq andlll; . nd lut ly

t h e 4rtle d se i eure o f P'lwe r. The d.";[",, to which t he l ut

qoa l , a rme d seizuce of power. was ' r ealist ic ' o r bel ieved

possible by t h e leaduship is o pen to d ebate. Reqardles s o f

t he ..nswets , wha t i s c h ar is that: the .... jority o t I'll< cadres

a n d the broad '!DaSS' inside Sout h Africa took ulIlea seizu r e

o f powe r s erious ly; thit i ll what ..... t t ers. As r a t as the

o ther two Ilion p r acticab l e?) qod s were c o ncerned, by L976

there had been so"'e success wi th the seco nd (aided by the

absence ot any compe t ition), but t he 'loa l o f spurrin 'l :na.ss

po litica l struqq l e had pro ved elus ive .

'the ANC!SACP wa s a v r ce i ... of its own misdi rected

s trateq i e s. StH l c linqin'l to the cent rality o f a quer r ll h.

s t ra teqy d esiqned to i qnite ..a ss res i stance and sei re power

fr o ... t he apartheid r eq i me, t he o r qan i r a tion wa s b lin d ed t o

the r ea l i t h s of its fail ure . 'the international a n d inte rna l

'ch a nqes ' that t he ANC / SAC P saw as str e nq t hening the i r

s t r ateqy were , if a ny thin q , con fi rmation t ha t a n

external ized que r ri lla st ra teq y could be little more t ha n

wha t it h a d beco",e - !:lIed propaqa nda .

The a partheid s ta t e was "owhere closa t o being

militarily threatened, t he 'lao-po litical obstacles were

fotlllidable, ;>nd t he i. n ternal co" ditions "eces sary fo r

suc cess ful querr i.l l ;> - type o pe r a tio ns were ten uo us at best ."

Th e o"l y ' c lla nqe' t hat se emed t o be wo rkinq in fa vo r o f t he

ANC!SACP wu the q rowi nq a " U-aparthe id se" ti ...e" t in t he

i n t e r na t i o " a l atena . 'th i s 'success' h a d li t tle to do wi th

t h e s t r ate qic succ ess o f a querril h insur qe" c y supposedly

a imed at overthrewinq t he enemy by torce .""d us lle rin q i n a

tra "sforma tive 'national oeeccretrc e e ..o lution'. Fer all the
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c:le ar1y stated p roc la lll.. tlolls of t he 'inevitabl e' correctnus

of i ts stntellic ! o r.nu l a tions , th~ ANC /SACP's practice had

not borne this out . The main 'probl" ",- wa s actual ly quite

ailOp l e ; t he ANe lea de r s h i p wu n o t beill'" hones t , e i t he r t o

i tse l f or to thos.. i t was 1" ad1nll .

COllpetinq fo r 'We arts and H i nd s '

The voic e o f the mass deOlOcut i c mov e ..e nt , head ed
b y t he ANC and i t s .. iH ea 1 s wi nn i nq t he hea rts
a nd minds o f qrowinq nUllber s trom alTlOngst a U ene
o pp r ess",d . "

AIle sec s ta t e me n t (J a n ua r y 8 , 199 2 )

By t he t i me o f t h e NEe s t a teme nt t he ANC waS conf i dent

t ha t it had a c hieved t he s ta t us i t always cl aimed , t l'lat of

'so le l e qit i ma t e r e prese n tative ' of t he South Afr i can

'opp r essed' . Althouqh e hh <::1I 1m " a s bo t h pr e t en t i ous a nd

d i sm i sslve o f the COlnp l e ll H iu o f t he South Afr i c a n

l i be r a ti on s t r u q q l e , the ANC ce l:ta i n1y he l d center s taqe .

I ncreased s a bo t a qe ac t i o ns , now concept ua l ized a s 'arn.ed

propa q a nda' a n d bac ked by d i n e m. i na tio n of ANC i c onoqraphy,

p l us t he o r q a n i za tion's aIIIp le int e rnationa l su p po rt had

q l.ven the ANC a hi ..h profi le in t he abs ence of ",u ch

c ompe t i t i o n . "

ea c e i n 1918 t he ANC' . t op t wo o r qa n i ta tional bodi es ,

the Na t i onal Exec utive Co unc il ( NEe ) and t n" Revo l ut i onary

Counc il (Re) , had llIet t o discus s t h e need fo r bu i 1d i nq a

i nternal r e vo 1u t i cn a< y mau base (so>'le t lli nq the ANC had been

t a 1 k i nq a bou t s i nce 19 6 3 ). E:rDph siz inq t h at a C1lled activ i ty

by its elf could not buil d suCh base, t h e ..eetin q s t ressed

t he ne ed t o enqaqe i n l e qal and s" mi -1..qa 1 inte r nal poli tics

1n wh ich ~ qeneral ",U s u pr i s i nq s wo uld playa vita l ro 1e. ~ JO

Tl'Iis Oleetinq also established a ne w body c ilUed t he

Po li t ico- Mil i t ...ry Stra t eqy COlllll i n i o n (PMSC) thil t wo uld

~ review lINe strateqy a n d t actic s as we ll u operati onal
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structures . · .. Ttl" ! onw.tion of ye t another over- • • • l1\9 body

..as indic. ti•• o t t h" burqe<>nin'i bureaucracy t hat t ile

." t.rn.l1 ~"" ANCJSACP "I.' c ,,,.t1I1<;1 . The .." ..et.. 1>0'" a t l ••st

th t • • _ ,or <loIrcilion-..ki"'l' structur e. a nd s."u"" l sllb

s t r uc t"..·. , t o i-.ple_nt and .,n i t e r s tr'., t eqy end rectic • . In

III o t trle ' " s t ruc tu r e s the . .... tOP l e a de rsh i p "I.'
apr.-"nred; people lite OUve r Tuobo (a. 11".yl t h"

heno..a..y chel r pe rsonl. Joe Slovo. and Joe Modi S• • TtIlS
qrowlnq bIIre.ucuUu.ti.on .nd ....dnq of rnult i ph ' h i t s' b y

top Ind i vlduds , n ve n l y 1l""'''Ud the a c t ua! praetiee o f

s tated ob1ectivu. I t ... . d .o d ....<;I1nq t o t he d" .. " lop",,,n t

o f democratic dec ision-ma klnq end i ntroduced an "li t l s t
' fo llow UI ' • • n edHy.

Th ll c hos . n 'ne..• d.i re<;Uon " . n t ' p ublic ' i n 1982 wah

.. s e e r •• o f 4e b a r n pIl.bl1.h.o i n the pa ges at t he 5""P'1

o tt ici.l 10ur n. l the At~ic.n Cam-~"iIC , c e nt. r ed .round the
~ritl ot ~.rain; che "slel~ and - peopl e ' s wa c . - The ' new'

thinkin; no doub t pbyed a r o l e 1'1 t he ANC'" popuhtl y

r.ce iYed a .-...:l pt~;..ndA e Uo cts , bu t .1 in t he PAlt ,
prActice belied cheor y . Tile III cd nAlity wu t hlt t he AIlC

.... s nowhe r e ne . r bulldinq che kil'd o f intern.l Structuru

t llAt could ;ener lte ' .." " upu sin;s' l e Adi" ; t o an

l ..,lic i t ly hoped tor i nsu r rection.t. r y se i zure at pe..er . " AI

had ~en the Case betor e , i n t e r na l a M int e rnational eventS

and cond i t ions o vertook t ile IollC!5ACP' . caretu l l y pla nned

s ce na t iol. A/Id, .. betore, the sllbsequent dia lec tical 10000 ic

led i t t o • politics ot accolllllOdltion. It wa s II t llou; h til'"

'he a r t" ..nd .. inds' campai;n became t he be-a ll and ' ''d- a ll o t
the libe• • tlon " c<u; ; le , cllt i nq i t s ne t so wi de l y U t o

:u ke r.volut i ona r lU of a nyone r ....t.ly co;ni :lInt o ~ the

ine v i t a ble dOwnfall o~ apar t he i d (e " cep t o t c;ourse, t he

' c;ol o n i a llst-I e tt l er r eq i ..' "I .

Wi t hin t he previ ously pr ed i c t ab l e pol itici o~ t he

ap,artheid sute, so-.. n the r 1@IUntive shHtI be;.n t o

U ke p lace in t he late 19 10 's . Spu••ed on, "'II ... llave seen,

by a n inc• • • • i n;1y j itt e ry doaestic cap i t . I , apa.the i d
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ucherl tie,. sO Ught ... ys t o teto"" the syste .. withou t any

subsequent los s o f poUt1cal Of , ocid con t r o l. The n...

" .bill.t of P. ii' . 8otll. {lla e l o nd r,- rty had e r deete<! to the

Pr•• ~ .nhi p in the 191' eletrionsl se t out to do j un t~t .

&ot l'l ' had cc.e t o ~r On t he "clts o f the security

uteolishment. ,"",0 ...n t .., to 1"91_nl; • ' t o t al stn ,tlC;Y'

ph.n a... _.ns o f eooot>l t l n c; both 'rityoLutiona.ty· r ••1ac.ne.
and wt nnUI<;I t h e ' huru and . illd.s ' o f non-whi t .. t h rO\l9 1'1

..:0" 0-.1 <: and pol1 t i ce l eoop t . t1o n .'·

The firs t ' s h o t ' 1n t his tt ra tec; lc ..ar " . S tile

!oou t i o n o f t he Wiella hn a nd ~iek.rt Co-llissicns n t liP by

the I t il t e t o 1"....5t.<;I.t. l a bo r rela t i o ns And cond I t ion. ,

followed by r.~.nd.t1on. fo r reto"" in ecIu C:ilU o n and

'in f l u x con tro l ' of the black urben po pda t ion. A$ o t her

e_ n t e t o rs lI llV," pointed out CLod .;e , un: Man:. 1992 ;

C. l l l n i e o s , 198 6) , U,. l 1Opl lt...nt.tlon ot ~etonos !lowlnq

fro m t h e s e de v elo pmen t . p~e 'ltnud the a p.rtheld s t.t, wi t h

..y~l.d p roblems. Th' 1ItqdlfaUon ot t r.de union .etivl ty.

l nerlt. sed a ecess to . kill. Itnh.nee..e nt • • nd rel. ~.Uon ot
eont ro l s o ve r t he IlOv. ment and emp loyment o t the u ~bn

popul.tion pr ovided the . paee fo r cenew"'; cesist. nee by both

t he bl ac: k ao nd wh i t e workinq e lass . ro~ tile b l aek wo rk lnq

cl••• the refo nas .llo wed t or the ph.nc..ena l q rowth o f

. i l i t " n t i.nde p endent tr"de unioni .... . the numbers ot

~1t<;Ji.tered un lon me-t>en 1 ne ~usin<;J f~_ 220 .000 1n 198 0 t o

610,00 0 i n t 983 . " f or the " bt u workinq e l a s s the nfoc..

repre.ented a d i r e c t t nr•• t to • • U ,bU.hed p~ i vi.leqes .nd "

qood re"SOn t o questlon thei r h1.to~1c: sUppo~t !o ~ t he

It.I tio...-l perty; they l. nct •• lillqly turned to .cr. : u ·r19I1t

opt-ioll. such a s the ne wl y t'otllltd brut. w"y fro-. t he ""tlonal

P"rty. t he Kerstiqte lIallonale P.tty .

Th....ill t ht1,,\st o f t n e !Iotll. r eto:.. _ aSuceS " e . t o

.... I:.n the eccocer e p ressure po.nts wi t M ll t he "p"tt~.. i d

lyl t Ul wl\11. sUll qu. ulIt.ei"'l the ..lItntlel teetun. ot

~lt. dOII.ine t i oll . Bothe .nd 111••eQUroere t s. in t ty lllq to

"e h i . ye both. releltSlt(l $0(:1.11 "lid politie.l f ore.. t lw. t t he y
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t hen could not ccnt ~ol. I n thei r d e spera te atte ..pt s t o find

a ll ies ", fu r ther attempt.s were ..e e e it coopta tion, t he

India n and Colou red c Onullunitiu were invited to j o i n I n t he

tri-c aJIlera l Pa r li ament s yste m 1198 4): increased economic

cppcrtunitiu were extended to the slOall b lack mi d d l e c lass;

a nd t he r ec e ntly c r eatec 'independent s tetes' lCi s ke i ,

Tr a nske i , Venda , Boph"ta t"wanal, ' s e lt- qo ve r n i n q' homeland s

I Kwa - ZIl! u , Ka.Nqwane , KwaNdebele . Lebow.. , Ga zan kulu, Qwaqwa l ,

and l ocal ",,,nleipal e ut ha r itie s were ot t e "<ld as the locus

t o r petitt bourqeois1e ethnically d r i ve n capital

accumul ation and l i mited pol it ica l power. While the . t t ..o;t$

o f these .." .lSut e" on the 9rowt h of II peti t e bourgeois ie a nd

a s pirant b l ac k beut"..oisi.. should not be und e r eztimated, the

net. r"zult wu to wi d"n t h" ee c i e line s of a patthe i d

<;a p i t a li s ... " The o t h" r sid" o f the ' t o tal nrat"qy',

<;ombatinq wha t Botha and hiz zecurocratz za w as the

r evolutionary onslauqh r. waz becominq the mor" attrac t i ve

opt ion.

Despite t he limited mi litary thrut o( t:>e I\.NC/ SACP· s

a rmed propa" anda eUerts. MK did mana " e t o pull eff a few

s pe c t ac u la r a t t acks t ha t contr ibu ted co boch the a par t he i d

s t ate's !ears of a r evoluUona ry onslauqhc a nd to ntisinq

its :s'f"'bolic appea l allIOnq t he 'ma:sses·. Between 198 0-82 MJ(

l a u nc hed Ili ne a n d roc ket attaC KS on t he Sazolburq coa l-to

oi l r e U nery , the South African Oefense Forc es ISADF)

Voortre k kerhootqe headquarters, and t he Koeburq nuc l e ar

power s t a tio n i n Cape Town. " These attacks no doubt

p rov ided Botha with the e x cuse to h unc h h is Own r aid:s a nd

bolllbi nq run:s i nto neiqhbo rinq Ilorambi que a n d Angola where MK

wa :s now bue,!. Partly to kee p h ilS securi ty a llies happy a nd

pa r t ly t o ensure that none of the ' Frontline '" zta tes would

b.. able to l es sen t heir e co nomi c d"p"nde nce On their

apa rtheid ne i "hbor. 50tha unlea:shed II. sy:stematic campaign of

d ..:stabil i r ation.

Us inq a s t ick and c a rrot a pproac!l , wi th the e mphas is

ta l lin q On t he f ormer , t h e apa r the i d fo rce:s waq ed counter-
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,evolutionary terror. No t ~ont"nt with \Jsinq i ts own f o r c;e s ,

the a.pa r t heid state f unded, e reed , and pro t e<;ted both UNIT!'.

and the MOI&mbiQan Natio n a l Re s i stanc e (RENAMOI a s proxy
at.. ies des i qned to wtea.k lIla>c i ..U/I\ daOl"''''' on t he

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f Anqo l a and MctaJlb i que respectively .'" The

cost borne t hese co u nt r i e s "'a s ilUlens•. " Even it they could

not succeed i n overthrowinq the r espective qov",runents of

chelle countr ies, 80tha a n d his cronies made .u te they wou ld

neve r be able t o sustain an alterna tive economic and

pol itical vis ion .

The apar t h eid offensive was , of course, also di recte d

Ol e t a k i n <; awa y the capacity of t he ANC/ SAC P to cany forward

thei r anned a r t u qql '" MOu lllb i qlle had been t he one place

whue ~ cou l d d irectly infiltrate South Af'1<;&, and wha t

successes MK had unaged we r e i n no s ma l l part due to the

uS- of Mo u llb i que as a forwa rd base of operations. All tha t

c ha n q e d when Mo z aOlb i que , see l< i nq a t radeoff, signed the

Nleom.ati Accord wi t h the aJn. rtheid state in 1'>8 4. In r eturn

tor b arrinq MK trom its turf, Mozambique recei ved Sotha' s

a SSu r a nce tha t South Af r i c a would end its suppor t of U NAMo.

Th e Ac cord turned out to be a c h illera. MK l os t i t s for ward

base bu t RENAMO was Ieep t we il oiled b y the aparth"id

mil i t a r y . Combi ninq t h i s reQional destabilization with

i nc r eas i n ql y f r equent shows of internal repress ion i ncl ud i nq

the introduction of dea t h squads ", Botha seeoed to be

having much mOre succus on the repress ion tllan t he re torm

front .

The dhct ot this d es t a biliza t i on On tile ANC/ S"'CP wa s

t ile g r owt ll ot orqanizational paralysis and autho r itar ian

pract i c"s . Ofte n reo bUSy with i nt ern a t i o na i d i plo flla tic

co.....i t'.e n ts a nd planninq s essions, and t ryinq to cope wi t h

the a pa r t he i d s ta te's counte r-revolut ionary ca:npa i qn , t he

l ead e rsh i p lost t ouch wi t h what was going on inside their

own Or9ani:.tion . Seeinq an apa rthe i d agent h i d den i n every

corner, t he PoNe / s AC " ' s lIecurity departJllent Mbo leodo ( ' t he

stone tha t crulIhes' ) beqan t o conduc t wh o i e sale a rrests and
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Il. rsll interroqatioll [.c:lln1<1".' n r ecen t l y se t up detention

camps/cen t ers ." TI"A coebin.o ettect. were ","rt ic:ul.rly

.o;uu wlthh MJ{ . N111h tile 1••d. r all1p con t inued to ... k.

adl!llt1is tfaUve ad just••ntl I. n. .. Politicd-Milita ry Co\ltlc ll

..... tO~1 .t'd 1.. 11.. n. " plans f o c I people'l ..a r ••n
l fle r u s i n q de"",u,l.i ~.tion .. t ill .....qst h rq. n_cI o f !'IX

nnk-.nd- tile .
Th. v as t ... j o rlty o f IQ( lOU situated in ""'<;101'11 CAapI

"".u many had been t o r y.ln , .ver since U".in9 South

,u lri c•• rorc~ to H ... 1I11d<1 r ""nil conditions , Im,btl t o qo

tiqht inside th.i r -.. c o untry, and 1n <: r ••I 1n<;lly ,, " ...qed in

.. j o r bU t les on t he tid. o f ell' !'IPIA . <;I. inst UN IT" _ny

belJ.n t o open ly c rltic:ia••nd eM U.nq. th. leadership .

Til• •• d e...lopooents . ...,ntll.lly r.sulted i n I seri.s o f

auti ni"l w i.thin Anqolln C&/IPI in ..ll1eh t here ... " _l1Ied

con f r o n tA t i on "", t wun ' l o y . li . [ ' and 'dissident' Kl< fo n;e ••

followed b y the d euntion o f b rq. nWllbers o f t he

lIutin.ers ." ..... an ;'ndie at i on o f ho.. eOllpletely out o f tcucn

lIuch of t h e leade rshl p had becc... . top ANC/ SACP l .aders were

ho l d inq , meetinq ln Luand ' t o diseuss , nother S lovo pa per

on e Mtendinq the 'people' . ..a r' a t the S""e ti... that the

eutineers were d e ....ndinq t h. t t hey be sen t bac k t o SOu t h

Atrlc;l t o H\lht . <' I II .uch '11 e llVi r Of\llle llt it " a s n o t

.ur p u s u q tha t ..allY i n the ANC/ SACP leadership w. n ted t o

conc ene u e e thei r eHor t. 111 the bro.ld er i n t erna t i o na l

arena, whe r e event s see..ed t o be leu t roubl eso.... .

The o nse t o f I trvctura l c r n ls l n Soutn Afr i c ;I du r inq

t he 19 ' C' s had already qiven w. r n i nq t o l ead i nq .eetion. o f

lllt e m a tio na l and _.tle captt;ll th.at dl.anqe. had t o be

sade i f , radical anti-eapltalut r evo l ut i on wa S t o M

'YO idotd . To t his end one o t the .. ) or eapitali.t

pIIihnehroplC ins t itution. in the Uni t ed State., the

Ilockefelle r Fo~tion. funded. study In 1981 {wh i dl

i nc:l llded a se c tio n on Sou t h Attlea l entitled , South M riea :
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rio" i ~ Ilu" " i ng OU t . I t ..de s.v.~ .. l r.e~nda Cion$ : t h . t
til. Un! t.-d Sutes "",. t p1.l l h t Of qen\ll " . power ,hu "lnq i "

soli e" "tric. : ass i.U ne • • ho u1d ~ qlve" fo r t he -.;onoalc
deve lopllle n t o f t he ~thu·n Afd ee " r e 'l i o n so . s to l • • se"

tlleit depel'ld e''I<:e o n . pe r t-he ld South Africa; that til. U ·• •

~r;o "'I. inn Sou t h IIof eie.. shou l d b••"~ndltd; a nd t hae

Un i t ed S t .. tes cooopa n i e ••llould !w i t n_ inve.~nt .·· What

... . qo l nq o n? t v" n 'u t h the r ecoqlli t1on th.. t every u~c:t o f

trl. lIeport w., no t ne<;:e . u r lly endoU ed b y a ll se<:Uon. o f

n lt e rna t i and cepi td. it . "e.pl1 f ied .. definite shift in

peupec: t ive . The ANC/ SN:.P could not ha "e pu t fo......d ..

b e t t lt t e r qUJlle nt f o r . n te rnatio nal ' l nvol_lIen c ' i n the i r

enU-Ipe rthe i d . t ..U991e .

!'lot 10 1'9 a fee r til. re le..e o f t h e ROC ke felle r Report ,

AtIC Pre side n t Oliv .. r rallbo ... t wi th represenUtives o f

1••,lln." Ulli t ed St a te, e o r PQ r", t i o lls ",nd ban ks," At the

IDee tin." TUibo qave &lsunnees th . t the i r p resence i n • pos t 

.p"'rth. id wo uld be ...e r ee... . s lltljee t t o ne... r equ l a tio ns tha t

an ANI: q ov. rf\lO.en t would lnstitllU , ' . Althouq h t hi s IDutinq

p robab l :t r . p r u e n t ed no 1I0 re t han a ' soundinq out' sess lon ,

i t ...as impo r unt f o r o th. r r ea so ns . It co n U rllled '" lonq 

st",ncI1nq , t ra t eq1e principl. tha t h ad become o bscured by a U

tile lI",r$ h Cold War rhe tO riC and " io le llc • • t ha t t he ANI: / SACP

"'''' s no t ave rse t o d.di"" wi t h ", n :ton. wl\o coul d be a

pot.ntial anti-apartheid a l ly.

on t he othe r s ide o f the ~in. i llu m a t i o nal c",p 1tal

I r . p r e s e n t e d i n th i s Ca.e b y le.o1n, Ulli t . d Sta t es

c a p l t d 1stsl ..a s belatedly a c tnowl lldq i nq the Ulpo r U lIce o t

til. AJfC / SN:P t o Any t utliU eeeeeeae AlId. PQl itic al Sollth

Atrican scenArio. Trl l s ... . COllUra.., by r ecently r Arired

lIo rld Sank Pr esident ~obert MdI....r a l a.l so A toc.e r Unite<!

SUt.s Secr e tAry o t Ilehnse l in a spe~ delher ed .t IItts

Un l v. u i t y itl J ohalllWsbllrq on OCtot.. r 21 . i982 . He ar 'llled

thAt Uni t ed SUtes policy shoolld ~~ used o n the

n coqn i t i on that b lack na tionaU... in SOu t h M rica is ..

s tru,,,l. who se eve ntual sllC:CUs can a t eese be d e 1lyll<1- and
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As wi ll be discussed laur, the abse nce of any " • ., ious

analys15 of t h i " a"end.. , teihet ed i n strateqic action. Wills

to s e r i ou" l y a ffec t the wil linqnen and a b i lity o f the

»Ie /SACP to achieve the qoal or transform"t !"e Libe ration .

AS it stood, the ANCf SAC P was content t o adept the tactic o f

taHinq to its different constituencies wi t h dilferent

voices.

I n the i r international catopaiqn fo r the isai ahon of

the apartheid scate, the ANC/Sl\CP' s arqwnent that

in t ern a tional capital s hould disinves t found Inc: r e asinq

resonance amonq corporate a nd f i nance capi t al." The

majori t y of the anti-aparthe i d movement s t ha t now exi sted i n

Europe and the United Sca tes backed the ANC / SACP' s edt on

",ora l qrounds, qenerating act ive p\lblic pressure on

inve s t o r s in Sou~h Africa to des i s t f<om "idinq the

'c<i ",1 n ,,1 apa rtheid <eqime'. Ho wever , in t he e" <l y s t " qes of

disinVestment the .... in i mpe t us wa s not moral, but <" the r

h" r d - no s ed c a p i t " l i s t cons ideu tions . As David Houqh, he ad

o f t he Investor ftesponsibility Resea<ch Ce ntre, a non

qove<nrnental i ns~i tution funded f rolll corponte, u nive <si t y,

Uld pension fund s our ce s , "rqued i n 1983: ~Internai

politica l risk s tudies r athe r th"n p<o test s o f pressure

qroups ne ve i nf l ue nced bank decisions about l o"o s t o South

Afr i c a. N
" llh" t e ve r the motivations, t he ANC!SACP s "W the

qatherinq carop" i qn "s " c onfirn.a tion tha t t he ir

' i n terna~iona l pi l lar' o f s t r uqq le was s ucc eed i n q .

Wh ile major sections o f in t e rnat10 n d capital had

alre"dy qrasped t he necessity o f prepar inq fo r " post

apartheid South Africa, most qove<nrnen t o f fic i als J"qqed

behind . The ANC! SACP " er.. not unaware th"t t he ac t ions of

c e r ta i n wes t ern qover!llllents were desiqned to push f or an

accolMloaa t ionis t s o l utio n to t he '"putheid prob l elll' . A

pr i",e examp l e wa s the Re a qan administ ration' s policy of

co ns t r u c tive enqaql!ll\l!nt. As ",qued by i t s Illai n p roponent ,

Under-Secretary for Afr i c a n AHairs Chester Cr o c ke r,

c o ns t r uc t i ve enqaqemeot s tressed the need for close



'"
cooper ' U on with the spaethe1d .u.te ." t h ho~ o f

pe r-s"ldloq t he.. t o ~d_ut1~ • . ~ Sillih rly , t he po licy

louqht t o p . e.sure the ~~tlon. l liberltion .ov...nts W into
leceptinq en ~.volut1o~ry DO n-. iolen t - process or
allDOCriltiu.tion . " The ' eons ewer' v, ' _t1><>d.s eho'in
Id l p l .....ere , Illatu1al, .rId indi r.c: t . thur)' support t o t he
.pl rUleid s t lte' , ....d. it t ry.U.1 c t eu to the AHC/SACP thlt

the unCl.rlyinq 9~ 1 of IlICh • policy "., • a e raciallled.

c a p itd i se i n whiCh ' s t u t e<;l 1C' western inter estl 100<>1(1 0

q Ul rlntled . As s uCh the ..vc/SAC P is....ed seOlth1nq uuc:~.

11 k, the !ollo wlnq ...,..0:: NEe sUt_nt o f J.nUl t y t . UU :

Its (t he United SU r ul sup po rt fo r the . p l rt lle1C1
req ia. co n ' l l t s p reci.,ly ' " e ncourS91nq th•••
t l sci s t s to intend!y th, ir ec un t e r - o f f e ns i vi .nd
i n qul'ln t ••inq th•• I~unity f r c. punitive
i n t e r na t i o na l actlon . t va r y cri~ that t he
Pra toria req ime eommits, ba it in Sou t h Af r i ca ,
Nami bia or elsewhen , baars Wa shlnq t on ' s s t.",p of
app rov. l. Th i s r a <;llme ~oas into act ion b.ekad by
th" loqist ic, f1nancll l. anI;! poli tica l support of
t h" lInite l;! s eeee s . Tha a pa rtlleid r e qillle , .ct ln<;l i n
i ts oW1'\ r i qh t a nd in tha f urthe n nce o f the qlobal
strateqy of t he United Sta tas, cons t itutes •
st r i ke force fo r the ecce....Ushal"nt o f t he counte r 
. e vo l utio na r y ob,ectlv. o f de fe. tin<;l th"
proqrau iva fo rc.. ot So u t he r n Afr i c . , i nc ludinq
SlolAPO and t he lINe , .nd t ra n d or.ll i nq o ur <e q i on
illto a n e "clusive economi c , political, . nd
. U it. r y p . ... rv. o t the i ....ri . lisc world . "

IIhn t h" A.-.cJS~P sae..d vnatlla t o 'lrasp wa s th. t t he

u i t i ..ee s tn t~ic qQ. 1 o t IxI t h ( ' f riend l y' . nd

' u n f riendly ' ) interTl.Uonll capitel .nd western gOv.r.....nts

such as .:le Un i t ad States ar>cl I ritaln, wa s a deracl. a l l r ed

c.pitdlSla . · · 'tha diffe rant tactics ua ad t o h"lp acllhv.

such a qoa l by both ' q r oUJlS' vare a l r ...r ad i n t h . ir

r.apecti .... ' wor l d - v i ews ' and wh.t w. a perc"ived as

s.tisfYin'l lo""adiate ar>ort-t... l ntaruts .

Such a ccaple..ntary qoa l does not L.ply so-e sort ot
con s p i r acy t heory na ti"'l fr_ the bovals ot eorpor.te

heedql,1a . ters a nd qo r~nt butldinqa . It is •• r aly t he
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r.ce'l'ni~ lOl1 o f the speci fi c end ee-pl.. n rateqy "nd tac::Ucs

of poUticll and -,;0"","1 c rep rn.nta t i1''' o f c.piti'l. The

So<Ich Atr ic. " 'ques t ion' w. 1 !\Or the ...1. possanion of thlt

At'C/SACP a nd t!:,. _",", ethe t d IU,U. end thei r ru~t1Y.

s t u t ., ,,, i ". and tac t i c s were not coapeunq in en
illt, rnational v. c u.... lih U e 'ieme rin'll l n t e t na U onill I ..pporc

is on., of thl ....n t id tis~. o f any H~ri' tion _vamene , it

was the WI Y i n ~hich the ANC/ SAC P d i d so t ha t ra i •••••rio...
ques tions .bout stn teqiu t or ",_nu i ne nationa l li bauc l o n.
By ex tendlfllj its ' united tronc ' app roach to the

i ntunac'ona l u.n•• the AJolC/ SACP w&a providinq open

invitatiOns to .. host o f l.nc redlbly pcwertu l t orc e . to ph y

poClncia lly Importan t roles in I flU " e " c i nq t he d i rectio n and

c h. : a c:: ce r o f tilt Sou th Afric e n Hlle r aHe n st cu<j'qle . Th.

iJllll1c&clons o f thh .. i ll be d<lveloped in t h e nu t c:1l.p te~,

bu t s uftlc. t o s. y th.U by the e i d - 1910' s the IINC/ SN:.P hAd

bequn t o bUl1d upon th, d~"dy u l s t inq foundAtion o f .n

inu r n . tionAl pc l1tics o f eeee ; o;I . tioa.

Whi h t h, I>Jo/C/SN:.P and the .parth.id s tate ... r.

d .YOtin.. l' r '1e <Sous of ener..y .nd ti_ t o r ... i o n. l . nd

i n tern.tiond ' '''Or ~ ' , t il. internal situ. tion he.t.d up .

IIOt:.. ' s .tt .",ptl .t r e f o .... " .r. u~in'1 li ttl . he.dw. y I n

.chievin.. th.it ",' in '10"'1 of coap t l n.. 1. r '1' nWllber s o f t he

non-Wh it. popul.tion. A "ood ..upl . " as exe to ..... tio n o t
th, Tr i clUl.ral P, r liaJllen t i n M.y 198 3, dU1" ne d t o bt l n "

Colo r e ds . nd I nd. ! . ns into t ile poli t i c al •...1n s U .....• . It

"'s o nly the 80th. " ovet"",,, n t t ll.t was surpr ised wh. n the
s ubs. qu. n t el.ction was boycot.ted by til. vas t; U lO tity o f

both Co lo~ed .nd. I ndia" ~l • .

Tb••p. ~ theid st.t. "' .1 , I so unwi lli"" t o .ate til.

necess . ry politieal nfotall t hU aiqht h.&v. r ec e ived

ta90r ,b l . r . spons . s troaa the ..,ot i t y o f the popul.UOtI .nd

th, AlfC/SACP; and t ile de.p structuta l ecooomic c r i. i d.

i t uapo.s ibl. for 80th&. .nd the {....,1_ t o bUy the i r y out.



'"
At the s aDl" t i lle t ha t he had introd uce d the Tr i ea",e.al

parl1s111ent, Bo t h.. had also s nea ked in p.ovi s ~ons ,",un ti"q

t he Presiden t vast e xecutive powers . I ns tead o f t he

quiesc ence desired, inc reasing n umbers of wor ke r s , atcoenrs ,

and un e mployed inereased t he i r llconomi" ind political

de....nds. Mo a t o f the issu es centra l to this i nc r eased

activi.5l11 ..." .e focus ed on local gras s r o ots eco nomi c and

social conditi,,"s (waqe s. "due...t10n. h o us i n g . t e n t .

electricity) and politica l i nvo l veme n t (..un i eipa l council

rep r Olsen tat;,on, p o lic i nq e tc. I • These dem. "ds . and t he ""ed
to o[<;Jani ze around t hem, l ed to the phen"menal qrowth of

community ciVic associations. and c <qaniar ions ferlled

a round varyinq aocia l pol es (students, WOllen, [ .. 1 1q10n ,

tnd @ unions, ethni<;ityl."

The des ire to b rinq toqether t hes e c1ispant " struqqhs

on a nat ional level to combat Bo ttla' s POWIUS a n d r e f o r ms l e d

to ttle forma t ion of t he Na tio fla l Fo rum ifl J lm e , l ~ e J.

Preseflt at i t s opeflinq conf ereflce we r e . epras"n t a t i ves of

AZAPO, the Ca~e Action Leaque (u nde r t he lud.rsh ip o f

NeVille Al exallder ) , a nd a f e w ANC- a liq ned 'charterlsts ' . "

Shu nflinQ the 'charteri st ' tradi tion as libe ral a nd

ethnical ly defifled, the Na t i o fl a l Fo r um adopted a n 'Auflian

!!anife'5to ' wh ich called for a 'aflt i rac ia lis t ' '5t ruqqle

aqa i flst <;apita1 i'5m and a p art he id . Howe ver accurate their

<;ri t icisms of the -cnar t e e r ets", the Na tio na l Fo rUlll

exhibited afl i '1no r a nce of strateqic o r q an i :rinq . The t"OrWll ,

wh i c h i t s e lf ..as ridden b y ideo1oqical d isunity , placed tar

too muc h e lllJl has i s on the power of i d"olo'1y as a lIlObili t in'1

tool. AS a r e sult , they seve rely limited t hei r scope of

i fl!1ue n <; e , effectively cut themselves of! from the

'1 rassroots, and COlllp rcmi'5ed the ir a b i l ity to ac t a s a

mili t a n t um r iee . Wha t eve r chane e the f orum. ha d o f sha r in'1 a

co=f1 p l a t f o ", with t he <;ha r t e rists wf,$ quick l y struek d own

by the e x ternali z ed >INC NEe . In a statement sou ndinq very

muc h li ke the Oo'O r k of Stalinis t i de o l o gues , the NEC

denounce d



u •
. • . t hose whO, wh i le pastn q as 50c: i al isU •• • and
defe n d e r s ot Bhc~ pri.de, seek to divide the
peop le a nd dive rt them t r om t he pursuit of t he
qOllls enshrined in the Free dom Cha r te r . Throuo;Jh
the i r act i vit i e s, these e l e..e n t a show hatred fo r
r l'1e Char te r . :,d mass united action, no less
vi CUlent t ha n t ha t d isplayed b y the Pre t or ia
<eq i me . '"

The ' "hacteriats' quic kly dis associa t ed themsel v es f rom the

Fo t Ul" and undertoo k e f fo rts to l aunCh t he i r o wn nationa l

orqan i u t ion.

These efforts eve n t ua ll y led to the fo rma tion of t he

UIl i. ted [).emocu tlc Fron t l uOn in ....uqust. 1983 . Conceived as

an U/I'Ib r"l la otQani z a t i on of a ll 'pcoqre!aiv,, ' peop le and

q r o up i ng! , t he UO F consisted of qroups and individuds fr om

every i _ q i na ble sector of South Afr i c a n soc iety. Altho uq h

the UOF did not openly allqn i t$e lt with a ny oth e r poli tical

f ormation it was obviou$ from i t$ i nce p t ion tha t t he UVF

r eflected the $arne n r ate9 i c approach a 'l the ANC/S1\CP . The

UDf' $ i nit ial dec l a r a t i on dee la red that

..e, the freedom l o v i nq people of South Afr i e .. , s .. y
.. ith one vc rce t o t he who l e world th.. t we ,

o eher i$h t he v1'1 10n o f a united, d e moo;: ratio;: South

Ar:r1O;:/I based on t he wil l of t he people ,

o wi ll strive for the unity of al l peop l e th rou9h

u n ite d a ctio n a9d ns t t h e e vil s o f a pa r t he i d ,

econOJD.ic, and all o ther f o rms of 4lxploitation.

And, in ou r ma r c h to a f ree and j U$ t South Africa ,
we are qUided by these noble ideals

• 10''' s t a nd fo r the creat ion o f a true demoo;:rao;:y i n

which /Ill South Af r i c a ns 10'111 p ar t i cip a te in t h e

qoverllJllent of Our country;

• we stand fo r a $inql.. no n-racia l , unfraQll\ented So u t h

Af r ica"

If t h e Na t i ona l Fo r Ulll had ..ade ideolo9Y too import ..nt,

the UDr attempt ed to make it allllC s t non- exist.mt. Strflssinq

the stra t e 9ic pr imacy of the un i t y of the 'Sout h Afr i c a n

peo p le', t he uo r consciously so u9 h t to pro j e c t a non -
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ideoloq ical i ma <;l e . Tak i ng t he A1K /SACP (onnuLa t i o n o f the

'nation' to hea rt, the UOF we l co.,ed anyo ne who opposed

aparthe id in i.ts r anks , althollqh i. t lIe lpe d it you we re a

' c;:harter i st'. Mu c h. li ke the ANC/SACP, t he UD r lea dersh ip

arqued that national unity required th.. 5upp."n ion ot el na
divi s ions a nd a d o ptin g t h e broadest possible proqtU' of

i nc l us i ve ness . Th i s was r e fl ected in the llIl1ke - u p of the UOr.

whos'! ranks included o r gani zatiQns ra nq inQ ( tOIO tile a11

wh i U . aU - female , and decidedly u pper-Illiddle c lass Black

SU h , t o radical and predo,.inantly O/(lrkinq cla ss youth

groups such a s the TUlllaho l e Youth Congress. By s t ee ring

cle ar o f potent idly e rvt e r ve i deo l oq i ca i fOf1llulations , the

uo r 5ucee eded in b r i nging togethe r t he large s t and !nCsr

so c i a l l y d i ve r s e or '1anita t ion yet s @en i n South Afr iea. "

Althou'1h t h is strateqic approach "'a s p artly explained

by the UOr lead e r Sh i p 'S d e s i r@ t o opera t e l e'1a11y, in

rea.lity i t r e fle c t ed a spacific i deo l O'1 i c a l choice. The

110 r 's c l ai"", of p ure l y st rate'1ic consid.. r a t i ons ove r t h o s ..

of i d e o 10 '1Y ... .. r .. specious. Ideolo'1Y ' of ...hatever st:ri pe ,

i nfo rms stute'1Y artd t o clai .. IOhat one has no i deo 10 '1 Y is i n

i tsel f a n ideolo'1ical cho i ce . Irt oth..:r ...o:rds, the 110 r ...a s

usin '1 a part icula r i deolo '1i cai approach t o COrtc@p t ua lite the

'nat ion' a rtd o p p os i t ion t o t hos e it considered ou t side of

it. That it happened t o be an app r o ac h ...hich s t r e s s @d

soc i a l / class inclusiveness ....de i t no l ess i deo l o '1 i c al ."

Wh ile UD f melllbership wa s spread ..cross a broad sees.. l

a nd c l a s s spect rUlll, the national leadership cons is t ed mainly

o f a mi dd l e- clas s inteU i'1ents i a, lIlQst o f who.. we r e o l d ANC

s t alwa :r t s or :re c e nt l y ccnvercec cha rte rists (fo tllle r BO'!

..dherent s) . Thes e i ncluded l eade r s such a s All..n Ilcesak,

frank Chi kane (c h ur c h a ~ f i l1a tedl , Mew.. ilam'lob i n (I nd ian

..e t.tvt s ti , Al bertina Sisulu, Ar c h i e GUllIede , Mu r ph y l'lo:ro b. ,

..nd Patrick ' Terro r ' Le ko ta (i l l civic/ townsh i p anociation

ac t ivists ) . Throuqhou t the first year o f i t s e xistence t he

UDr conducted hi" h profile cUlpaiqns a'la ins t the Botha

refortrl a 'lenda . Directed a s they were by the na tional



l e ad e ~sh i p thue c ampai';Jns tock on a to p-down app~oach wi th

local st ~ugQlu Qene ~all y bein'l' r e l e'l'a t ed, for the time

being, to the backQrollnd, I n It s bid t o c reate as b r o a d a

united f r on t as poss i ble t he UDF a l s o began t o \0100 wh i t e a nd

black c apitalists , a '"o ve tha t brouqh t t he UO. f inanc i al

as s i sta nc e and a const ituency who s e conc",ptual i ution o f

national liberation st re tched its me a n i nQ to b reak i ng

peint . "

As one \oIOul d e Kpect, t he ANC! SACP fUlly backed the UOF

and i n particula r o ne of its fi rst campaiqns wh ose focus wa s

on the d e mand fo r the r .. l ease o f Ma n d e l a , The cUlpaign

si'lnaled t he beQinning of wha t became the idoliution of

Ne lson Ka n d e La as t he embo d i men t o f the libe r a t i o n

s t r uQg l e , " The UDF p r ovided the ANC! SACP wi t h a n a l l y whOSOl

s t ra t e9 i c app roach wa s ..e ne r a ll y consistent wi t h its o wn, a n

internal ba se with i n which it ccui e no w popula rize i t s

national d elOOcrat ic ..e ssa qe , a n d a mas t o n whi c h to Uy t h e

lUlC/SACP internal U a'l '"

DespltOl organ izational prob l ems, and t he blows

inflicted by the apa rthe i d state's r eg i ona l destabil i zation,

internal d e ve l opments (a n d thOl i ntOlrnat i o na l campaigns)

stood out as a beacon o f hope f o r the ANC! SACP . At has t

tn r s was briqht enough f or the ANC NEC to issue fo r th wi t h

:oore t al k of tile s e i zur e o r powe r , It confidently decla red :

The c entral and i lll/!led i a te qu Ol s t i on o r So uth
Af rican politics i s t he ove rthrow or the wh i t e
..inority regime, the se t ec r e ot powe r a nd the
up rooting ., . o f t he entire a pa r t he i d s ys tem o f
colonial and racist domination, hsc is t t yranny,
t he s u per-e Kploita tlon o f the bl ack maj o r i ty . a nd
i mperial is t aggr e s s ion and e Kpa ns i oni s... The
questio n will be a nd is be i ng settled, in
struggle, wi t hin t he borders o f our country and
nowhe re e lse. "

M~ny ins i d e South Aft i ca were to take this c all very

seriOus ly e ven i f th~t "'a s no t the case t o r the ve r y le~der,

i. s s u i n g t he call.



NOTES

'Slovo (19761. pp.lH-l49. Th i . q»oU ,. p..t of Slovo ' . . ....
>1.i.dd1o RO..d' e n i olo whi " • • cq~.d th." the ..<~qqle fot n.tlo..1
lu•• u n o n cou ld noO .top !\.IH-w.. y <i. .. . . t • bou'9.0i, n. ti o nd U t
.olution l . It he d to be ""«led tll<O"o;h, u noi<l c tn. l"'d.n~'p of ..
uvo l " u o n u y .... tty and 1o.". "lIi.. <$ACt), to ..dioa l , na [und....ntd
tun. foCNIt>on ludinq ,n t •• di<ett,on o f .""..l .... .

'The .. h.d bun tc.-rKIo", q <o><t ll of t il. bloc k wo,k i n9 du. 1ft
til. p<.",eo'.q y.. .. . B. t "'.n 1951 .nd 1910 th n n_< of Af c i ••ft.
_loy.... ,n .... nol&.turinq <ou f<_ 360.000 t o 1, 103,000 , . n<! 1ft "Iinlnq
ho.. H 9. 0 00 ' 0 161.000, G<....t ll . pUU"'d . <l y U t n. _nul&""o,;.oq
.."'to,. h ..d II• • • 9.U t U t 'n til.....d~ lo.. U60· •. ~•• Ale. e .Uin'.o.,
·!'Iux , ... ..d R. vol ution in Sout ll Af<i .... • I.t...n&<,ton.l SccUH . ... NO. n
<$,,<lnq . UUl. p.pt .

'Th.n h... bun .. q n . t dn l of d.b.t. ..ounel the ....ud type .nd
ch r 01 t he tci . h t ll. t "", nU ..u d HuH 'n t il. o..ly 1HO' ••neI
h "o.U"...... I n v.<y,nq 'nte n,it y, ""tl1 tile p <...nt . Th• • p•• 'fi• • o f
thi.> dobA" .,. fat b.yond tho ><:01'. of th" wo,k . Ho....... th o ...at
c o ll.nnt • • pla n.tioft ••CIlIO to b. , " uet'" ,n the ' ..,." of
ov..." ......"teUo,, · thu h. 1'111.. th..a ,.u ,h. "'''i . , n t ..... 01 til.
'tC,,"h<Al !i'nH"'on. 01 ••p ..dila q nn.ul.ly l>.o. t<O<l by the .cId.d
bu<d." of ,,,"cili••U y So ut h Af <i " . n , ••iel ••p.t.lio .

In .~.o.". the 50u th Al d • • n ••onoe y lI.d .eeCh.d • "" ' ftt Nh• • • • h•
.... n" f." ' ...."'1 n ..o, wu ~ ,o<luClnq I . r '00 _ fty l """,y c o • • """" qcod.
10 . t il. lilUtAd So ut h Aft ' •• n lI&< k•• (l i Olited yet f" ..IIe< by ..U U " ' a!
.pu U.ia I>.o. .rie.. t o .0n'Wllptionl . f"utthc"""n. lin..n. i .. . ..pH Al whic h
.... ft<I t e M o".l<O<1 1nto p , <><l" c U on tucn «l to n.w, unpncedc" tU n"..
!o, ' P."ulatl0ft . ThU 10 ."""'''''ch_'' by t ile ph,• • _ ...." · . " o-.I on.
In thd••<tamp• • to 0,,*, <.- . u . h • c oi. , . t he .p.""'.'d It• •• • neI
<lome, ' i c c . pl n l t ..<0<1 t o .0q>Q.atU., lebo • • " " " l op • b le. k p••n.
bouCqooilOio .ono"""..on " lo u ouoJ.in. p ,ocI" . ti on (""10ft led. to .....
un_ I oyment J ••nc:I f in<! _ 'PO" k. .. 10 < o.... <- ••CUlIl\&!e t .... " .p i td .
Th " o , ._n ' Ilo..q~ t il. "r1O.. ..pe.l.nc<O<l 1>y SOu'h M .i... ""0 i U 0....
patti.ola • • h .. , • • t ..lotic. lt 10 l ted. ..Uhin • lat ; .. " <u . t " ..l
"',i.1O o ! ••p1. teli ... ' eo • • hi b by ..!\.It II.. be. n h . pp.n' no; q l Uy l .
Si n..... 1001~t1.on to ' 0"" • uUlS cannot b. l o ond wi t ll1. tIlA . y ...
noell ( n l o rnlS will al".y' p <ov_ ' _ ' HY 110.. 1 t il.,. 1Ia. t o be bo t h
.. po!iUe.l .nd ••oncml.c ',.vol"tion' l! . n y 10"'l-'."" . n........<. to be
l ound .



r". ~ _ll uq~.d c... f". thLo p~ "p."ti"" . .. Patdt~ &elr>d.
COlfONndi nq If.j ~h '8 end e_nH y C"ntro l (J" b. nnu bu' q : ....VOR P.....
1991 li . nd by tb• • .- ntb"•• on . LIIIIJ. .. " f '~Piull.ot ","f,,<II. IInder
,,,nditi,,n . "f Copi..I1 H ,<1 01 • • " p. pe . ptu.nt~d to t ho ""'1>t Th." ty
S..... nu. 6 ""y 1' 93••t Uni vtni ty ,,! th. ....'un C~ p•.

' s.. 510_ ( 19'6).

' t M d .

'ro, • lI"od di .cu " n ~ddru.inq tb~ h,u. o f why the It<1k ..
",iqin~t.d in Du r b.n l.odq e (19UI. p p , J2 ' - ] 2S .

"ni"ni.,••nd t ho
' Jos. 6 (1911) ,
lod Pn .. . 19191 .

1>O,,' d I<".. ..n . "T<~d.

A..hi cil.. " c . p'Ul ond
Yu ' 0 .1 q/'l (Lond o n :

' I t w•• • .,... .. f 'hu d i ea l/Lib. tol wblt.. "". j"ined u p
wH h w.. rken i n n. .. wo,k d v i r y "1I~ni .." .n. , Th. .. _ t o to
c ..n..itut. <I'. o~q .nn i.nq o ! n. w, ind. p. nd.n" 'w<> <kerilt ' un i .n. """ c h
w. n t .. u pl .c. 'poliUcol. · union' la. SACTU os c.p . ...nt . u .... of Sovt ll.
A f .i. c~ n ""nu • . It " .. thi. · wor k..i • • ' du."<to n , hot wo. t. C O#le into
dHoot c .. n f lict " Hh t h. M C/SAC P vit iOh .. f .., ,_. .... q. nl u t io....
• ub ".~ n t to t he pt i..... ty o f the poli tic. l d_n<l. of t he 'n, 'iono1
d • ...,., c· • ""'lll l • .

FOr I v, U o< d Ucu.. i ..n ...
... vqq t- f .. t l,ber~tion in S.. ut h
.nd &u ucll. Kin..... yu , o t tire.

' Al l of thu. ' tructu,... i nc l ud.i nq .." . r ol otb.. , ...11.,
...q.M uU..n• • vc h .. the U~ck Al. lied " " , k. " Ifnlon laAlI\Il. f.U vnd..
wh.. hu c ......., nl y b een ...,..,d , h. n.c k C..n.c n . ....." . ...n. ( aot) .
I ........ o"....n<lilLq 1U d•• " .. ,h. I . c. St &iko , ""' tdot ed by tn•
• pottn.id p" lic. h 1911 f .. . his ~otl"it:lu . Alt.r hi > duth tn. &c:M ....
to 'pHt 1n n ...... ..u . d l.t.cc;.on•• wi.b ,h. ","u " U n P.opl . ' , 0.9.n....c ..n
!AV.1'OI bein9 t ne lo r q••O .nd ...... ' nflu.nci. l.

r ....nd y..... f . b. aot phil.. . ..phy ~nd _ _ " t ". Sto•• 8 ,~0, 1
".iOe " ne . 1 t'h . Ae1 red St"bb . ed . • ( N.w Yo,~: H.<1I'O< • ~ow. au"
~b• • c r.tt ..n. ' l.ee Co".ei .."." ••• • " Sou.h At,.c. (Alb.ny: s , . t e
If"i".""y of . _ y... k Pr. '" 19 161, ~nd ....11 "".Il.••d'. Bl .ck to..., '"
s ou'h At,. c", l'Il. l:YOl<Iti .... 0.1 e" Id...J "'lY (Ilo. k.l.y: Un,.otUty 01
C.hf...ni. pre ... U'S).

"'o:<nerd ....1Iwl>.n~ , S",, ' h Al,ic. , It_ 5>0""0 ' 0 U,.o"hep
IT,"no"n . II. J .: A.f<ic~ ....rld Pr. '" l U 91 . p.lI .

"Uli• • S.cb.b. (1992), pp.12-'3. e n oi , Kan1 h~d _ <<;ed ...
l ..d i n9 119hC ,n ><K (cb....... 1 n t~. SACPI ••nd ""' • • i~.. ttontly ~.

'e~d to n.ve t n . compl.'. con!id . nee ~ nd .vpporc of ••n~-.n<:l-f11.

cod,.. . 1I. wU to rU. _t....dcdly in IlK......... " . U y b.c.ai"'l Ito
n~' 2 SAn e nd b. i nq 1••<;. iy t • • pon.1bl. I .. r k••p i nq IlK . ..<;o t h • •
d".inq t n. " j '" t . ..wl> l . ... f t il.. 1 ~'0· • •

" S•• ".0. .. lloq.n . Divid~.nd ""le (london: In'..n'''.nd
Def.n.. . nr! JU.d Fund. 19 10 1.



"ree ul.v.nt clhct.. . lon . on the u lonll. " .tt empt. on<l th.i~
. oc i al ancl pOllUul con.aq\l.nc.. t hrouqhout . h. 1970' . a nd UtO' s ...
lUke 1'I0 u ' • • " ~.di.trU'.tl.". ""10 " . IIl\N'I bon. than l< yo" ...... n. ·
! ndi ...a u t S." . h Atr i ca n ..". f ocu. , n.d, l , pp. 10l-U3, "" 'hony Han ,
Leuon . of Stt"OOl.' 50"'h Atr i ...&/. lot.too! dJ'po.l'it'oo . 1160_1990 ICa p.
To , Oolo c d Unl ... c .1ty t ,. so , 119 2 1. chp• . 2 -3 , and A.l.. CaUlnico.,
• rxl.. a n cl ~.vol"tlon 10 50 " . 1l Af " c a . " t OU t oet i ono! "o....oJ ..... No . 31
15p n n q . Iq86l. pp . 3-66.

" Ci t . d i n Po",""oy U U 6 1. p .ll] .

"s.... Boncl 119 9 31. p . l . Bond u qu• • that . hio i . on . b.ol " te l y
n.c... . ..y p.oc... in '11 " p i ta i u • • yo<.... " nd . t t U Ol. l a oondlUon
. nd ..m.ic ' 0 tapit .lis", HIOH,. I y d.vdulnq capi tal in thh wa y . tho
po...b l li. ti...1 a naw ••• nd of , . owt ll a •• h.lqhtene<!.

" r Ot tho lull . t o . y b.nind th••• do ....1.o~n... wi t h .paclfic
locuo 00 til. '010 o f .11.. Unite<! S'.'u C.nnal In telh,.nc. A<j ..ncy
ICI AI •••• .1ohn Stock_H. 110 " ....ell o f (0...... (II... yo, k , N.II . No rt on
ond Co~.ny. 1971).

Th. Unita" n . ... qovu.......n. hod ...I U , . ho wn 1.. ho n<l o n t ha
' So u t h Af, lca' quu t l on I n wa U ond 5....urlty " &aO , ond _ 19 11961 1 . I t
.tot.d t ha t " 10 ' th e f o . .....b h f u t u,. South "'l ,ico wlll b . ob i . ' 0
...lntdn in'unal .Uhllity a nd oUot".iYdy tounUr l ns u<oe n. ocuvity. "
Fu."'''. '' on i t ..qu. d tha. -th .. white . ..e he,. t" .u.y . nd t he only woy
t ha" Con.tructi .... chuqa c.n COM . bou t 1. thro~;h t h_. Th••• 1. no
hop. lo, t\'l.. "a. t . t o qa l n t\'l.. poUHcal d qhU t h. y •••t t~."u,h

vi"l.nc• . " ." I n fO u d.win9 l . t u , . polic y l c _ lOt on to uy t hot "_
con. t h<009\'1. ...hc".i laxation of our .tonc. ".o.... ' d. t h. w..lt.
'.qi..... . no:ou..oa s_ -.Uc,uon of t h. U "'. H e nt ,.ClO l ond
eolon;'o1 polic... . " . "( Hc:Ki nle y 119 16 1. p.121 .

,'.... "'..~ 119 9 21. pp . 66 - 67 poi.nto o.t. tho inltial .put 10' t h.
191 6 .t ~<!.nt ~p . iolnO c . ... I , .,. 0 . ..U , .oup 01 BC1- oUUia• • d """.nto
' 0 5" to. o r qanlc.d "nd., the b. n n. , of t \'l.e $o~th Aftl e. n St.dont
Hov n tISAllHI . ~h. national h.d• .,hip of tho 101 . tructo " od litU.
to clo wU h ".... hi.t ;'al _10''''''''10' , b.t olto , t ho ho ..h pon•• by
t he .tat. p " U ce . toc t up t h.. con to r f ......, ,eh o.. ,

The va" .. joHty o r " u de . t , I nvolve<! hod no ConnecHon wl. t\'l. tho
ut.,n.Uy- ba...d n.".lonal li b••oHon ""'v nt•. On. 01 tho 1'76
acHvist . Mu ' ph y KorC\'l.. (lou r ' 0 b.c j o , f:i,u,.. 110 t '" UnHed
IJenoOcutic Fr on t l p Ut 1< thia " oy ' "w ou, ,,, .... ......he l ..ot paoph
to UqM ".h. oo... , ,,,,,,,.. t . • • did not tno .. abo~t t he DeH.nc. eoropal qn ond
t h. o cllool boycotto l.n the 19 !>0 ' •• " [!:.Ili • • S.chabo 11992) . p. U) .

""'u ll" 2). p .61. '1' \'1.. bl.c k con.cio~.n... ' l <leol oq y ' ...........
bot h i to po ... r .nd .11.......ion" . .... on" Iovel I ". h.. succeeded 110
h ....n l.nq ".h••ub• • rvl . n t .ttitude it '0 ".once ....... '0 .",..,.t, b~t on
the oth• • lt hocl no t h. "utic a! or t . q l.r bo.. t",," ....1 00.. to o'qonn .
ond ~.oct tha ,o.i" tanoo .hat f ol I o_d . ~il . tha ,t,NC/ SACP po ...
• u"h a ~• • • , it ha d 11..10 l n U r nd Gr9 0nUoUond p,••" ..c e .

one int.q>.a".etl.on play " down th.. , o l e of bl.ct con'''1O• • ne....
p' l."""rily ' ••ponOl.blo I"• • h. up .loinq <Kl ..o n. 1979) . Kl ..on point. to
.h. n •• ' q.nea o( block ""' l<1nq ci... ...1.001000•• b091 n..lnq vah th..
un . ..i k• • , .. IlOr. i.""", 'Un< 110 .~plai.nin; ....y .... ' •• po n• • t oo k on



".
ouch an ~ t1V<1 ch r o c • ~ood eve-view o t tho dl Huinq
pu.pocUve• • n Lo<l"o 1l9UI. pp .330-3J6.

I ....uld "'q'" tho. 1< W&I • __ l noU CR o f tho . ho. o r l c.l pua o t
b l o" t t o n.ci ou . . ... . 1nc n ...<l ",bo. we t U nq 0 10.....U unco , e1,.
, o",enal e""nt. of 191 4-19H, ".d tho <lot,,;,o ,"loq CConooUc oi t"ouo.
wh><: h. CO"H Ill" ..... to tho ..o. e n l op.101n,, •

.. f o e tho t wo oppoolnq ",..pOtUVU ... '''C'l'II , "'HUed ilcpor t
of th o Go.o rol Socr ••••y ' 0 tho wa ci c . , l rxocut i vo C~tt•• ot SACTU,
J a nu ary 1911 I~o ~l. tl , on<l"Tho Wo rk.ro · !<Guo_ nc om:! '4CTU, ",« u'i 'l l e
10. ,. ",x i H po H cU.,· Iboo kh t , n . dl . _ . t the contrib".... t o t ho
1 00 . ...nt J.o.o<l baokht IDavi d H....on. r ..1o tn.c., H", U n Le"u. lckl
..... to t .... tho Hardo. Vo.kon ' To nclenc y IH'ltTI "lUll" t ho ""C. Thoy
....e latU *"pon.<I I e .". t ho Al":• ...<:1 ..." d " ced .leu 1990 .<> on"",,".o
t hd . p..unc. " ' t hi n th e AIIC u .n op.n ..ndonty. Th15 .... d..p H .
tonthu.d hOHiht y to the otWT by t he AliC and SAC' l U dH . hi p ..h' t h . . ..
H ... undo , h. nd. d l y .ttO..pUn9 It h t O" 9 h .nttyi• •" to inJ.ct s 'fto ta t yite
v.u i o" o f . ocidlst In.H. u ln<1 po U Uto 'Mo t he M C.

:0 On...tI o f tho Me/SAC' pus.nc. innde so ~n M<ic.
s .. t e, <h..t tnero ..c ,..,.. SO fo nao l un i ts [p' .......bly ....d. up
,..,st ly of HK cad<•• • nd u <'uitS) to..lin9 l OO poople . ( Su Ho..erd
!<O tten , HK, 1'1>0 ANC'a...- S<r vnl . tI.cnd on' ' .n9uin, lt90 ) . p .32. 1

" On. o th•• •outc. ef M e . uPPOtt " OS to c ..... he.. t he
syb a tontUl " """.u of !at l ..d... and .eti v.. t, ".p'lson.d on ~o"b. n

h l and. U Vinq co_ i n t o dltoc, con toc t ..H h t ho i~' i .o n .d 1ud...h,p
of t h o MC t he aa j o <i t y o f &eM .c ' i Vi . t . wa . o won OVOt t o the ANC/ SAC' .
Re" b.n !siand bec.... known .. the ' Uni v . ..ity ' . ..n... sotiv1o ts
' 9 a dy. t od ' Ynde, the tut.h 9 0 o f p oople U t o Kandel., ShYlu . .. nd
>\b. k i. It .... th... 9ud" .t.. ..ho ... , . to p1..y 10. d in9 <elo. in the UDr
in tho 19 10' ••

"Slnco ... t urn t o ..ih t ho PAC hod bun " •• c t . d b y inte <nsl
0 <9 . n .... , i on.1 s nd 10<:'iVid u. 1 lo"d• • " i t h it••""hui. o n , .tu<n in9 tho
I u d. t . t ho 1ndi9. ""'" blatk pop"htien . tho rAC h. d t ,, <n«l t o H. o i . t
t n t • • nd in turn Chin. for idooi09 iC.1 ond N t o ,ia l . u .ton. nc o .
"ow.vt " t ho rAt' ••b ili ty to f' <9• • ny so ct of coh.Uvt t ho o <o.it.. l 0<
puct'td bun fe, H ,u'l91o Co" tin"od to b. IOin,,.,,i, See k nl Slll.in
'09'''''';'' Sobuk_ and ""p er t h••d IH. .. Btu",WHt. H. J . , Rut9er. Uni v o..Uy
Pt•••• l Ull .

"Oilv« TUIl><>, · Sup poct cu< hop h u n t il , owet H <..t o <od to
Them,· _ .... t o the P1enot y H•• t in9 of the G.n... l ....._ 1'1' l " ni ce<!
".tio• • I . Nov yo ,k . Octob.. 26 1976 i n t .$ . ~~y .d " Oli""r r.",bt"
Ap4 r t M i d and Che Inter• • tio.': C"""",,n.it.,. lI.c"""., Klip t ....., aoc U .
19 91), p.70.

"Th.. point i. roitan.ad hete. wi t b out • full <ii..c " oo 'on I .
Ch'ptet 'NO I , to _h4.O'" t ho 4Ulecti c t . t ln9 plac• • nd tho nro of
t he MC/ SACP' ....C«l- . tuto9Y li ... . egetUUo.s J .

,
• ".«.U l i U GI . p .ll. "",eo<di. .9 to k.ull. tbis ...tHy

c onv . nod • • t -up w to c <o. <. &O l et C~i.c.ti.on . co-o<din. t i on . nd
Hta to9i c p.obl fot MH , m ... dtudy . " Uted t he ","voiution.,y
CO" noil .nd .nethe• • "b-body, the int ....l P.econot"'ot i on .nd



D<l vdo_n~ (lRDI, ••• ""nuble fo e poli tlo . l ""< ~ . Th. <..~l t w.. thU
On" h .nd d J,cIn 't ne t r U y know ....... t M otMr o n. w.. doJ,nq, .nd th...
"0" ... J,ou. p . ol:>l in ouryJ,nq ovt , 0J,n t IUHtary . nd poUtJ,oal ..o. k
eo <:.110<1 for by the e/5AC'· ••tu ' . qJ,c 9 U.d.lin...

" Th•••••• vatyinq d el... t o t he n""",, ' oC · Ioo.dent. ' , wJ,t h t h..
/'JlC/ SAC P fJ, qu • • • ~.u'Uy hl qh.. and th. apA. thold " A" ' . fJ. 9.'"
. u" . tA n t h lly 10_•• Th e st.U..J,t. quo t ed ,,_ fr"", n. ith... Th. y we..
to<nPH.d b y v. t . ..n ....." •...~th Tooo l.odq•••• • t 010 Lodq., " " ... of
£><J,h , Th.. Af ri can lI.hona! eon9 of ' o..t h . trl t " U H-n." in
PI>1l1 p ' unkel ' nd Mark , wl1U n9 ed• . , "'. t .. , ~..i ... n.... , 0"" Chong. In
Sout h Mti.... ( Lond on ' Cco_ H.lm, lUll, p . 2 10.

" Th.. ' t o nd J,tJ, o n. · ref. ... d. to .n thooo wh i oh . ny q~.H,lh . <lIIY
...ed. to b e . n .U.tti"" fiqhtl..q .nd po U t J,ta! f or c• • Tho y 1001..... tho
.....d fot tho qu.., I11.. t o b. 'pto t ooU d ' . n d ,." .in.d by t il.
J,n d J,9 . no•• pop . l ' ' 'o n , t ho dUl ty to ...."l Uh ....... 'b....· 0<

.., eU9 " J,n .ld. th. tountr v, . nd th. n..d fo r In orqaniO ed vndo<qtO"nd t o
t ...y th.ouqn ",unly poli.Utel ..dut•• J, o n .nd. ...blht.t1on .

•' /U tit.d , n Th "" tU , "Th. R..~ tq.", Af t iean No....al
Conqn.. : Co..,.tinq for II d Ki . d . i n ....t h Aftl t .. , · I n Tho .... .
<::d l H ny ed ., Sovth Alr i " . 1, 0 ."...h••n Ald. " . <11_ fo. k , ' <O"'lo<, U U I,
p. U l .

' 'T h . ""t/SAC" . ox . . . .. l p rou nt . h.d., ~y the . HIV 19 10'. , t .k. n
on U,. ,pp. u.nt . of • qU"~ .nlOotp.i•• . "Po... f ~"", tho .ho ~..nd. 0 1 HX
t.d.... in " .......~ound the toqi o n , th. n , q.. n1<.<1on h. d a I..q.
ed~e. tiond ="'Plox I n 'fa ..u n,. (501"...,n "'h lon"" h._ Coll.q.' ,
.dIUnistutiv. tt.• •dquarteu I . "(,u..k. , oov.. ral hu""rO'Cl AIle _ .... ra
..""'yinq ..t l o , . iqn vni v. r n " ... , ."" • dipl_tit p........ '" ov.,. JO
eo"nUi" «(,ondo n bdnq ttl.. "", . t i "'PO...ntJ •

" ao . roll 1199 0 1, pp . 37 -0 0 . E<l rl i ot i n 'h. Y"" th.. .....e """ .Ut •
• o p-le""l del.q.tion to " ,o<n_ .....ore .... y h.d boon infl ve ntO'Cl by tho
Vi.tn'mo• • ' p. o p l .· . w. , · per.p.t'i"" .

"I bid .

" It 10 l lOpOtU n t ' 0 point 0•• thot t o.. 0' • .-n ..,ot . q l t qod
u ndotplnn i nq .11 o f to. . ...... /SA<.:: p • • vu i O<l 'toot ltal ' .hiC• • , i . t h ot of
• _ . U u . e of POWot . Thi. ptlnt it I nd1op. n••ol. to ."" nd1n q ..hy
.hot. i' • fU""._nUl tont rOdit. lon b. t .... .. n tI'.. AJI<:/ 5ACP' "
•• ra••qy .nd th••u"uqve.t P" t tit• •

" I us. th.. ph ..... ' ool oOl d , .ttlet , .q.-' (whi th i . .... ot ton
. sto t io t ed ..Uh . 0.. PACI os in.l.1 t ..ion o f to.. ln te r -con""tt;o" b.t... . n
to... ""U !lACP'. P,••titd poli ti"• • nd .h. PAC ' , p hil o. o p hlt al . U.ql.nt.
t o u ".l OKt lu. lvJ.s .. . Al tho"qh t ho AIlC/ SAC P Ind 1.. . lli.. h. " . ....1<1
,.0101 e o _ H tio n , th.. -V in wlU o" to.. o e q . ol nUon pvuu e<1. >t. qod
0 1 ' n. U o ne1 d_"Utio , ......lu<1 on' w.. i n f ...... wah . p..d _ n. n . ly
<O t i el 10<;lit. Slnt. t h.. AItt / SAC P w. nt . " t o ..,n . h. · h... ...nd fll1nd.' of
' n yon. OPPO''''' to t he . p..t h.id . y. te.....h...nl y ...io~' e netO)' ".get
h . d '0 b . t h. ><Il lto .."1011... In _ . and. t hO.. t h. t At tJ, ve l y
. u ppo tt ed 100..... . I y ..t <1nq . p tho ..d n fight os on. ""t ..... n t h.. nHto..
..n ...y . nd It. 0"" . q . nda 10' ·n.tion.l lib.,,, lon · (wnleh ot"'r



'p .o~r.. 'i._' f o r ce. co"l<l joLnl. th o Nl<;/~P ....... t h o vuy I . .. t ,
oncon. eiou.l y c . pl<"laUnq to • ucUU y ddin'<I 10q Le of lL~u.tion.

"Th1a 'toui . ...t.n' pL. n o f tho ..c" rocut. Itbo.. 'ico"p of
,.,.lit n y and ciuL1.1.n Doh n•• lIL n i.. t r y oUICid . ~ho . <lopt.d • b..d - li ne
, ec"cuy appro.ch to Oc.." . q. inat t ho .puthoid . y.t....1 too k ... l ..d
' . ..... <he " ntl.nq . o f F••neh Gon...i Andre 8....! .., ",,"0 h'e1 fo"qht u th•
.uq.d.n ~o" ""q" i n" <h.t t ho <..~ o f ....nt..n inq tho ... " .. . q ..o "..
,ot polltl.csi . n d 20\ OU 1 U'ry , a....i .. p••v i <lo<l • _ • • 'ophUUcau d
• • ,uon o f ..h.. _rl ,.n " c"rotut. h. d " ,_to<l in Vlotn... . Fo r
<l1O"' .I.on. U o ..t t ho ..c .. co "'.... ond <hue p'..p . c U ","" . n<l . Ct1VI<1o•
••• k ' ..Hlin q , "Th. a iq Chi.lb Fr_ ~. ro ... to Countu_~."01..t 1<ln."
rn<Ucotor SA U . u . Foe" . , n .<I. l , pp,U-9~, .nd Bnon Buntinq . The /tH o
of .M Sootb Af ri e." R.jeb I Londo n , Intun. tlond Do f.n...nd .a.id !'undo
I U 6 1,

" eo l l l n1c o . 119161. 1' . 2". Th. .. n... Incl.p.no.nt ...d. union •
. ... . f o r t ho ""'.. put, ••p ....t. r . o.. t ho -"'C ISAC P- al i qn. d S"'<:TU ..nieh
.on.i... d or ..nion. s ..c h .. U . Soutb Atn••n ....Hied lIOn... Union
, sAAWU I 004 tb. GOn.rsl ..nd Alli.d "o .~••• Unio n IGAWUI. By liS . tho
",,:t.pond.nt un ion. i ncl ..d ed: t hO F.cI..o<i on of Sout h ...t .I••n T••cI.
Union. IroS"'TU) • • non-..o10 1 f.cleutlon ..ith nino dUli cI unhm•
• 0"",n. 1M lOti, 000 "''-u, t b. Coonoil ot Un'on. o f SO"' h hica
,CU S"'I . h ••vUy tnU ... ncod b y bl.ck c~n'cl~us""s sncl " ith ton
dUII.eod ..nion • •o~n..n", 141.000 _ u s (C1JS....... d oat.i.noto<l by .h.
~ot ion. l Union o t ILin...... ck. u <.......11 .

,oon tho in u . n a t 10 nal fron e. tb• • put h. ld .tat. b.d been
,.c.,"1n", . ub. u nCial . uppo.e I . .... tntun.tio"ol • • pi • • l. .,oopit. t ho
, n,,,,,.Uo"' l up .o.. e ho.e f oHowo<l ,h. s.....t o """ie, .h• • puthHcI
...... " .. . . ~I. '0 ••c .. .. . cc u l u ",. _unU o f c.p1<. l, .oa.nly
,h.ouq h , • • In.. .... t10"01 >Io n y Tund \IIIFI. h t"".n IUti-19U t • • IIlF
' 10 ..,,0<1' 01"",.. on. a nd. • "alf bill ion d~U..s '0 tho .p.nh..d .ta..
[5 • • ViShnu ,.cI.y.ch.., "-'Pu t .HcI Soue" "'hl ea ."" t " . In...n"io".l
...n. .. . y funcl. - r..n . lo...... t 1 0" 3 I19S1l, p. 39I .

"Altbouqll tho u lo.... p .~vo<1 to bov • • c«.ly. i"" .H.ct on
,asit••n ... t ••b. ,p." hud sue ' ••h.y .lao i n..O<!ucod po_<lul ro.oas
or eooput10n a n cl diviHon. Th. ' i " d."" ncl. nt ' 'nd ' ..It"qo". , ninq'
n-el.nds unl..~he<! ethn iC .nd clo.. tote.. "' i c h ~u. i ncu"'nqly
<li.fttc"lt foe U'. lib.ue'on ..,_ n " . nd th. b lock ... t kinq clu. to
'qno ••. 0 1 tbo.' ..p n ..n • • U ve ot ' ucb to«.. . Ga..h. Butholoz t . ncl hU
."._ l ul.. • • • ad I n'.e" ",v~n' ...ulc1 p.o,," to b. th. .... t .nd.. ttnq .ncl
..o <>l>I.S......

A<:!cll tlonally, . ltbo uqh the b lac k ........t . Clo.. " u 1I in
,al..tive to... tho n . v OPpo<t~"i t1.. f•• i .. e on ,oH"". t nd q .o","
lsio " q wI th t h. e o f tho Indi . " .nd <olou ted pop"lo tton l pro"iel'" •
• ttOnq• • p" 1" be.. . ",...I.i. p , •• • nc. ~nq t ho'. oppo'Od to . p• • e h.id .
I t .ho.. lcl b. ,~.re<! e••e tb. ·old- l in. ' -'HC/ SACt l.ad••• bip i " ••tl•
• nd i" p ci.on e.- fr_ thiS clu. b• • k",.01Ind. . I U ;.noz.l rU.
th ro"llbo..t ,h. U SO' . .... to b. ' p. c if i u ll y .Uloc..cI in ,1\0 i ..d••• • i p
o"d . .... t .;y . ncl to",e ••s adop,s<! by botb .hO .....n.1U o<l Me/SACP . nd
... ne" intotnol alii.. .

"80th tb. S..o lb...q . "" voo.tto kkarhoo. q••ttac ks _ n c..,iad
out by MIt'. SpeO..l.oI Opon'to". u"it (und.ar t h. o ,,"nll .-"cI .t Jo.



SLo""I, ay toe urly 19 80' . tho .....c/v.e, h.d Mn' 9e<l to ••• ~p HI<
.t tuttun. in Mn. ellII>l que .nd "",~ol • • tho fo~.... l nly ••ed ...
'pUt>ql><>..d foc Infllt • • "nn ond t ho lo t t er hn.unq t ULnlnq . """ . tOt
HK . d .... In . d<lit , on . H~ ~.d • p n ..nt . in I.uot"" al thnuqh it
<ontlnu"" t o b••et~.. t ••""w' d.u . to tho v.qo<ho . ! tho l.e 'Othn POW"
. tz ue t uro .

Wh. t 10 ..IUn~ is th.t on. q.e« iLlo . &un.y Hol otn. n., w..
i n v o lve d in bot h . n ' tts •••d whe n ~. w.. t Ula<! 1010 . 9 with othet
,..<nbeu ot t"e ""it l d.o< tho Voo..... . ulloo.q. ott • •• tho
.fh.tlv.n....! t ho .p••ul Opu.ti..n. unit det......" . Cutunly t h...
wen .th.. !o.t.u i nvo l ved in t ho . bility ot IIlC to e o n ti nue to ....nt
' u ch . tht" ., bu t by t h....Iy 1980' . KJ[ h.d. 0 fo."" .. t l_COd. at 5000
••d .... to .... OIlvio., t hot HI< .... not h. vinq • q... t d eal ot .utt....t
l n Ul t toU " q t .d. .. ' . et I nt o ' o" t h A( Ut•. t h10 01..0 ' ppl1 ... t o
lI& :1n t u nl n9 th... th... f o••ub . Unti al puio<l. ..ith t he .0L11 t y t o
l."nth • m.i.ii.ucy t_.:1q. t h.. wo u l d pcu ent the . p. « he Ld . e t w. i t y
10"t" ..ah . erl ou. e""'P.t1tlon. ( • •• tll10 • 'eer.•b. Il i9 ZI , pp. i 05
106, . nd. 'uboLt'.r f lq/" n U ll. p , 19 1.

' 'T". <looLqn.uon 'f.ontlin. ' e.....bo.t .. .....I t o! tho
ne:1 q!1.bot;'nq .Ut.. b.inq "en U on the ftonthn. oqun.. , pHthoid .
~e ...d.. t ho . ... n ...... o f " . o t h o .nd . ..nlh nc , bOtll <. ...I..dy
d.pendent on .h• • po<t ll'id ...... til. ' _ Olb. .. ' ..... lI<>..~ana qo l ••
I . mbla . Ulfll>O...... Moulllb,que • • nd t . " n " i • . N-.ib i . " as con.Ld <I os
p."t o f thi . q ,,,"pin~ even tllouqh i.. ~.. wn<lo: S""t~ ...hit an Ottup" ion.
Fo" .~U"d"d dUtu'"'''' ."" .n.ly of e h . ..p• • tent es .( F.ontline
...... in ehe lac. o f . p..tlle1d d. bili ..tio" • • e Josoph H.n lon.
~"9gu 10llr H••g!lbo uu (l.O.don, J."." Cueny, In~ l , . nd t)ov,d H... Ln
. nd 'hyl.1i. J. M • .,n "'•. • FtonU . n . S""thern Ale ••a: o.. ... ....v.
~9ag"""'nt I He~ Yo•• ' f o we W.ll . &1 '1.' Wlfld<>w• . H ill .

' 'T•• c....,..gn of d.....bi li ••Uon no' only Lntludscl ""'lola
IN~b• • 1 .nd Mo,.mb.qu., "u t e~t.n<Ie<l t o ~i~bwo. .......n. , .nd l .mbi•
.. ...11 . 1n tile eo . ' "f Koumi.q>l' sod Angolo. tho ,pHth'id . t nd.
H' VnH.d. U lSS " •• Inly wo cti ng 'hou'1h the CI.... l .... t" solv• •
os . nU · Co n;,,' t ..ude u . U ",h Ci nq to ,.v. we,"en e.p i. ta U . t
Int eros t . 'n<! . 100 t . p .... n. ' he US S~ 9ic foot "" ld i n Sowth..n
AfUc• • Th . CIA ~.. p.cticul..l y cone scl h t hO Cub • • troop pn..n ...
i n AnqOlo, the c l .... lOW the e . b. n $G.ise ' . H o'1. te•. I ' ~• • 10 t er to
pu. h th e i d • • o! · U nk. ",e ' be n til. ..it hd.."sl of Cuban «oop••nd.
t". qunting 0 1 i.ndep.ndence t o Il ....i.bi ••

" tn u . e . . .. ,,( OIbi. qu. th... ..as hug. tol1. U 0 ....1. of the
~ bU;,•• ti.on , I n tho of . d.c.Uon o""c 1 ,163 .thoola t lo. ... 0<
""s l""i by 19", t ". debt Ib.lsn... of p'r-nto l . t y co t t . t e d t o SJ.4
oLUion by"" {<ca b• .inq vi."u.11y '''0 i n nu, oy the la <o 191 0 ' . On
.. .. iII&tc o f h.v. lIun<lc.d tnouund poopl. tL11'" .n<! o v...Lx llli.llion
d"p1.eO<l . SSe ...<ti n .n" J"h".on n~ul. p p. I -55 .

" ••• fo«Lc. .... ..n.... o..tll Squid• • Apuehud. Socc., .... . pon
Il.Ondon ' P''''luin Fo t\lll Seri". 19'01 , Al . o J.cque. Fau.. f. t ho He<let of
th" "'"ce (J.,~.""• • but" Sou.hun _ • • • 1 ' 911 .

''Th. l ..g•• t. ond _ •• infaAOU' .... QU.«o (n_ &ft.. .
noto.iou. Johannesbu.g p<i..on lc.nown os No .4 1 . i. ....t . d. in noUh' cn
"","'01• • I t ... . onl y . I t.t t~e "",C/ SACF·. unbonni"'l .l1at n. ... of \!u4« 0



".
... ~h. oubuq"".' muti ni.. c __ to liq ht .... n U t ond. 5.."1\01>0 nUl l ,
en p .6 ' " ....11 .. tho :l .~t.", l .:s•• " chU,h t SO"t" ~ttl<:. S. l l U Ol . n ...
• ••ne. 'ooi< J'hno h"", U n-IU 4.

"he I bi4 . • ( l!i 9 0 , l Ul l . B<o.o..u o f tho 0(>4'" Ufo..-t l on
n&l ldl . on th ""901.. "", tlni .. 1t 10 no. pc.nbl. , •••y ....n any
••«.ainty " ' o t no , t h • • • _n o.y 0• ••" .thn;' e 0100" ••" thu
"OO<<I.<:<<o1>od t n. mutln i .. . It """ l el .<<<dol t b. , nn.u.inq to .......
... ..... to t h. .. o"ooUon• •

"tt i U • Ucll. !>. 11 9 92•• p . U I . r o _c. ' 1'I'II'0.hoo;.<: v . ...
toward> c l>......c l..d..... i p and tn.....tiM "...il> I l n ' I , chp • • l-,.

"oc i q indly .. ' ort"qu• • • tora, b"".""4 by ....y in the $ouU
M t l e •• lib..o . , on o«",qqh. "'....n'1 '),009 UV*' .

"0 ' ''4 y <:"";";'00 . r> United ' toe.. PoU ty oo d. So u t h u . Af t i e ••
• ""th Atd." .: fi_ Run n ,"9' <hi , l B<t r Kelo y . U , uni H y of c&lHorn u
Pr.. . . l Ull .

"u.n. CU U I , p . I' S .

" T~ . TiJo• • ( Lc"",... I , cceot'er n . uu. Eer Lier . Cute r
. _ n i . t r a U ..n 'J. ...<I 01.01 p....nt..."" _ Y""n9 ~a<l ' 01<1.
9 '0~P .1 SO"<~ .u . ic. n b~ ,i n 'hn .~ t o . h.i . p . oblo ..
t . <I. ..ci.11.. c . pH. H .. jute h k. U " h.pl"'.ed i. th. U.S. So"th . ft a.
t n. <:i . H 'i9 h <O ".uq91.. of t ho h t. 1960', ..,

e. n Tu,.'. int.ni. .. ..i.h ."thc ,. ccccb• • 1.9 92 . hut '.y, th.t
hb. ..l p r._ANC/Sl.CP . c a<lem.ics ..... th••y 5.IIIl',on . n<l ""' y I ••• o n. who ......
..d i e•••• ctO<! , . I . ...in. !.e i ht. '.<1 ...n y o f t h. .. .... t.i.n9 s .

"Th.c. u . n..- ,ou, , . ,,<1... . 1 i lOpoti'; U Irl , hn .. ffot <lH f...n9
i Ot. r p « t . ti..n , of t he ' . 9 .n<l. ' thn I hoy. p . ....n' O<!. <1...ieo1 'as',
by H. n .n<l Len,n 1• . 9. Le n . n . roop. ... . H .... , II.'1he.. 5'. 9. of C.pit.li....,
.0 w. U .. _ ny _ n e ont._ y wtlUn9' on " 'IfI.tuH n.to<l i n
e N p t •• o n • • toppo r e eh. , ••po n t h • • e . pitah. t .t.t 0<1
i.'....«on.; c.pital l u .U IIOY• ••p . e .ue '9.n<l• • ""H. t ll i s .~.n<l.

"0' to~"" ... . y <liff... . t .n<l t hlll-bh I f ...UUtion 1. ' 9 ' t h " qh
""li t ••y _ ana , t ll" ..~qll p"oxy p..Ut.c.. l f , .ht..uq h int.tn.,i l
h ••n eul 1••tH.Uons), t _ " i <l ar9~. tll.t t he e c t . d . ... n t . .. f it 1..
<I..eril>oel i n t ho '." 10 ) ' ...... in t he . .... .

"ror .n n<lO<! . n. l y. it . n<l <lU e wui<>n On . h. e h etar .n<l
....n t oC corp t • • n<l li n .ne. c. p. tal <I."".<eont . te HCJt1 nlo y
111l 6 L e llp .3.

"<:i. t ed 1ft , ..... 'oy 11916'. p.H2o '1111.> is noc eo O4y chat t n.
p ,.""" . ... tto<l b y .nU· . p or t ho ,<I 9 ' ''.ps ba<l . .. dl t . u. x..... . . , .
, !'to•• ~to"p• •• 0<1 t lldr 0<'''<1-.10 ._UhUo". I n tho t. h . ""
eOll. h<ontl y o "" ...tiola'ed th. ir 10l(>. e t whU. 19no.in9 the s truet"..l
eona1<1... t i ..n. t h.t l.nt t n.... i ... t o <lU in........ oe <loei ,l"n • •



" 10.. c hUU' C<oc ~et. ·S.~th ,,1 . 1 . a ' sttOU n 10. Ch onqo. "
f .re l g . AfLa'u S9. No . 2 IWint.. HIO/n l . pp. ) 2 J - JS1. r o . 0 cnU"," l
on. l y . .. o f tn. poUcy . u Ch.totopn.. Co. er. Th . vnltod 5 t .tos .nd
5"" t h Att i c a IUn-IIIS/ , ""M'noC..... ~'1. '1_n. a nd ; U " r.it.i",o
(Pu t h .., D"k. IIn iv.nl<y Pt .,"" , I U61.

" IINC. °Wn a t 10 '0 b. !>on.1." Sto._nt o f lUI!; Nt !; On J ••~..y I .
I " J ("",, o ka , AN!; boo ~letl .

"I. i. wort n no Un9 t h o t t he IoIIC /~P ....Ull heavily
inll".noa<i by tho UU~ i n i to apptoach (and 10" '1" . '10 ) to..Otd . t n . United
SU t •• . On " ""nd. .. '0 ""at d O'lu . t he d . oU041y ""d '0101 9 ~"d '

_ 1'It>.... of tho N&C aot~.Uy b . h . ""d in ..hot thoy ' . yin9. oo
<>wooed '0 h . U n'1 t n. n.od t o rupond in a ..dlcd y lot p..ti.o~1&t
ottoct . .... I •• tho ""t. ' ..dl od ' sACt _1IIb... i t ,. b e exp. ct ed
t nat th.y ... uld .~pp.rt ueh .. t. o ~ •• if f ot no oth. r ....on 'nO" to
"Ii.<tOt thoi . Sovi.. . lli.. . Indo.d. ' h. ..u ' ogio oont.nt of .he ' ''C' 's
, "" '1. tn••ttu'i.n 0 1 t "" nal U b"'Uon ""'1'11. ol nd.d t ....
•~ch tomonto co... in <hOOO tlcai pon • . :ro actWlH y . ... at n
·'AIp.<'011o.. · ,n al1 i t o ...ni f "". t . q u' <.d • 'Peci l i ",al l y ",' i-
eapt t.lu t ......9 y . f Lil><O t&t1. h 'h" . " l . u, 10. t n. ""m. n' • .11<1 • • ,
ht lot. ' ho fiu' S"9• ••••"'.io.od.

" fot ......." <1.01 . n. l y . 1O o f th... qroupa ••• ~ • • U992>. chp . • .

"Th. t Um ·ch" ... i .. • ... . g' ""n to d.... i b. th... ..h o .olhu. ol t .
tho p n .olp100 of 'hO r • • ed"", ~hattot. a ... "". w... 'hu. b to.olly
.~ppott.... f tn. AIOC/ SACP.

"~i t ed i n Hu la . ""Th. r ".olca Cho tto • ••01 i ts ~elo".nc. :rod. y. "
l.n ...hic.o" Nat i o n . l ~••;.e... sal .ctod IIt H . n; . o. 'h. I"t • ..,..... Che" ."
A 50choba !;_.." ;,,. I'ubJJcatJ"n n oo """ n ' J>J<C. 1985 1. p .82 .. cited
i n H... n i921 . 1'. 12 0 .

Such "i<~l"'t <..p.n... rofloet.d no t only th. SU U n l ..
infl"onc...f t h. ~, (. I . v o<i ' . Stali.iot <up . ... t. otitici... " to
.co"• • tho criti",. f boi.q o n aq.nt.f tn. ·.n' ''y ' l . bu , who< ..oo t.
b.c",... • ""'.. q.n l "",'.. . n . f 10' 01" ' ''''0 to any••o OPpo H n9 t • •
· cn. ..od ot ' U n OI<h i l>l"" I n...na1ly b y . no UO f .

" uo r. "Oe c lo..ti.n of t no United lloIoccrotic nOM. " (......9~...
u n r , l u U ...

" I• • ~t>' !l 9921. ehp • • • - " . nol GI."n 110.. . nd I . q t i d Obuy.
eda • • Scu'h Atri"'•• ~.Vi. .. J IJoh. nnoob u <q , !'a".n " ' ' ' ' 19111 .

"Some . cool.lIIi O. " <i t i n 9 on ,M. p . d .... ho"" ""n« ..t.d th e
· 'd..ol04i",o l' i n clln..i ... o f q••~p• • ~ch .. th. Mat i onal r o <_ ..
• ppo.ed t o tno ' ''. ''. i ...o1091''.. ' l " cU n . Cl e n• • f 'hO UOf . I n BY Vl....
t hU i. bo th . nal y. i o. l1 y ..t onq and IOi .dirocted. h dl .n . nol y. to
..."""'" , n . , i " . ology I... . t o U.n de lined ... coh".n. ' .10 .f b.ll.tol
.. til••• olu.iv. pt••••"" . f , •••••• Ch. left Ot t •• dqhC . f t ho
pol1tlc.ol ..d . o oh l . p.",..wn. ..h. .. t h ""...... . · OIiddl. - ",out .. '
(..h....v.. l.bal en. ...nto t. 9i v. t h... ) th•• • un u h ..Vin9 no
. pec i U c i""'. l oqy . Such · c . n tti . .. • • ""ich ott.....lrs t . Hnd
o:ooomon. lt i ... _ 9S ' d",1ol o n . ,. , <s . U ""n.t1t~t1"" . f . n i d. o l ogy . I'



'"
LO nO 10... eo~or..n t .ot of beUef. ,Ut info 00.910:: d.oeu!"".
t~.n u y "tho, 'I .... 1~. he. en" out h ' t an u ' '0•• he.. "th••
j.d.o 1<O~.e.. l c o n ou " e " do ... not tho.... t oo it ' 011II • • <1 coUoction
of dU""'. '. inliuo...,.• .

r o< . """'P l • • 0 1 tn. po . ope"t1ue _ntioned ... Marx ( 1912 ) , <:1>1' .4. ,
1"'" 1-0<19" .. aU l . ....on . All , H..., AtICl No", ilia". I'o l:ftk.. in Sou th
A{de. ,n e h. H IO'. ICo p * T...... ' Do v ld PI>H ip r.b lhn..,. ond f o r d
,o""cl..."n, 19911. p p .ln - u o. \.<>d<j. u . ....'U thi s ki nd o f porspoctiua , ,,
tho ""C/~"'CP . H. '''''U", • nthU y th e ANt 10 • _v....n. of
p ,oi""".uts , not "1.01"'1" , "( Locl" o, "Th. Socond co n .uH. tl.~

c onfo <once of Ch. Atneo n . ot j.o nd c"n9<*.. , · Sout" Af r i c. Int.en. t.i"nd
16• • <> . l ( OCO o b or. 191 5 I. p.~SI.

' 'l<o n y _'0' ( it. ) .",,'h " t tl" o.. c op ' Ulisto we .. onlv too "appy
to puv,<I. Iin... I . l h t on" a \ •. q. c h.ri . 8.U _ t he s.o~'h ...t "'~an
h• • d o f e ".u.h.-I>ose<l Bor~loy. h" ~ I . .... p ,,"v lou l y ,..n..onod, <I"",..tl~
".p, ul na d lo n~ <uU..d t~.t to ••v. tho 'f<.. e n t orp n ...y. t ... · tn.y
woo1d ~.v. to f jo<! "' y. t .. l.tL~en~.. t n. ' . t " "'l91.. ' ..... lon 9 .. "".1'
war' f.uly O",," ' n t h.t t~. \lOr, . nd lator t ~. N<C/ S.o.c , wor. opo. to
t n' vi s>on o f • <lan ol. U . ee1 ~.pitd'" th. y kM" tn.y ...~l<l b oh
b. ttor off 1"9'9' ''9' th'H " olou to tho · ••H o nd 0'_"100<1,, ' t .

.. 5. ... M C .pomphl ot l . "C""ulo" t o .11 "",C ......1"••••<1 So\1d.o<"1
0 <g•• l ut1 0n.," .Lu... . ' 21 ~"v . 19831. h Ch ouph..n. .. . 0 heLpo<l a ....
t~ u". of th. "",./SAC' 'nt.. tnot'on.lly . Tho ooap.''i'' fo e tn.
,.1 o ~ M' nd" . boc..... c.nt ..l . oll y ln .. po,nt f or uH-.porth&ld
.c<L v"y·

"'Th• .oJlC/ SM:P '0 Cou.ts . tho puception til., til.
o,~•• i .. t 1 ... wo . ". ".n.iant to,,,. h4vln~ 1" .[.lc ) .oot. on f""'~n
.0U .nd duwin'l , t'. I. ' c] ,..I n .upport f ,oro l ot co. ouul<ls our
1><>,"'''' '"

5" Al'C l l>ooltletl , elari"n C.U co . U <:pp<>n.nt. of ~.. thoid ,
Ad<l" " b y Oli ..., T.~o t o t il.. G...tor London COun~H, 1I00Ch 21 , US ,
Il.~" ~" Al<C, \!lU I. 1' .9.

,".....c !I... li . CI , ",t..N C sec Stat_.c , " l Lo.... ' llarcn 16, 1 9S. ).
Thl t"mo.t ~ o. U,., very d.y of tho ..~n.n.. o f U. N ~..... U ""'co«.
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CIlAPTER 5

TKE POLITICS Of l/NGOVERNABILTY: I NSURR ECTIONARY KO PES P.ND

STRATEGIC REALI TI ES ( 198 5· 19891

. .. we cdl on a ll sectioM of our people t o ..a ke
t he a par t he i d sys tem more and I10 r e unwo r ka ble and
the count ry I u s and less qovern"ble. /1.10 the s a me
t ime we must wor~ endless ly t o s t renqthen a l l
l ev e ls o f .." ss and underqround orq"n1z" t i on and to
c r e ate the b eqinninqs o f popular power . '

ANC NEC Statement (Allril. 19 8 5 ) .

As h ad been the case so n ny t i llte s in the history of

s t r uqq l e in South Africa , the i n it i a l spa r~ for yet another

upr isinq Callie t r o m be low. The UOf's first national

campaiqns , aimed at expos i nq the Tr i - Camera l Parlia men t a s

an apa rthe id s halll and opposinq Bo t h.' s abroqat1on o t:

e"ecutive Ilowers, spurr"d the q rowth ot new .. ras sroots

o r qan i za tion s . Koweve r , these politica l campaiqns d i d not

d irectly address t he worseninq ...te r i al and s oci a l

cond i tio n s whi ch apartheid c apitali. sm continu..d to enqender.

Peop l e on t h e qround seued detennined to l aunCh a

frontal assa u l t. On Septelllber 3. 199 4 (t he Sallie day a s the

installation o t Bot ha ' s Tri-C....e r d Par liamentl t he

town s h i p s i n the Va"l Trianql, near J Ohannesbur q e r upted . '

fee linq t he futi b r unt ot t he econOlllic crisis and no lonqe r

wil linq to pu t up wi t h l oc a l aparthe i d controis, resid.. nts

too k to t he streets burninq bus iness.. s and qovernroen t
building.s; .set tinq up roadbiocks and bilttltng with police;

and a t1Oac~inq OIunic llla l councilors , So began t he OIOs1o

i n t en s .. and sustained ..as s s trugq i .. in t he hi s t ory of South
Afric a.



Wh, t ..d. tt" V••l upr i.i" '1 10 Sl'lnHi e.ant ..u the

unk, ,,. th, t the " 'I ido!n t s ..do! be t ... . n loe. l q-Cl ....neu .nd

r..Uon.l poHtied 'nd ee Ofto . lc CII. nq• . It d i d IIO t . un11_.

-.Jcll e . r h . r ..S. stru'l 'lh. ..... nJI t. h .... t h e contine. ot •

n. t iond l • • dec.hip intent o n r.,11:1' i "'l specifically
to~1ated pol1 t iC.l l qoa1l. but ..n t il. di rec; t exp• • • • ion o t

'lr.u roots pollticiutio n o t locd .... Ur i ' l ,nd . oclal

'lr i ev.nce s . f ed up ..itll i nce .unt • • n t hik.s . , xploitativ.
l i " ; n,, , nd l,bo r eond itions . inad.qu..U .due.non••nd

t o " r up t ••U ,t . -.ppoi n t ed l oc . t councilors t h e v.. l r.s ld.nt",

di rec ted t ll. i . a n'l , r a t ..h,t t ll. y ••w , s r e presenta t i v e o t
apar t heid t . p i t . l i s lO .

I t ..u pu tly the illlpllc1t .nt l-c,p iU,l ist cont.nt o t
the Va ll up rlli nq. and ",uc ll ot til. SUbseque nt n. t ion- wld•

....ss s t .uqq 1e. t ll, t " . ve tile uprili nq , lIistoric.lI y

si n;\11.r <>9portunLty t or. r .di c.lll y u ans tOr-i tiv.
poli t iC• • ' ,. .t"at.qy ... s ne eded th. t lOOuld boJlld Oft til.

peopl .·s , ..qee .nd allit.nc . cU..ttYJ , tt r .teqy t lwlt

o r q , n l 1N . nd p r ovided l e-.:ie nl'lip t o tt ruq-'l' ln thlt would be

eqUd ly undenolninq of both til. i ft. t l tuUons .nd puctic. o t

po li t l cd .nd .e_ic oPl'r e uion 11 . •. • pe rtll.id .nd

c.p lt.lilal . To clwlnl'l.l t ile · 1""01'1. · . · a Uit.ancy int o •

.... rro" f r ....work o f ' I'IU -.p. rtll.idis ... wo"ld _.1'1 t o d.ny the

ricll possib ilit ies ot t llat s t ruq"l. t o tund....ntdly

cll .Uenq-e t il. toundation of p.opl. · 'I oppr e s s i on.

T.Hn'l i n t o ecccune t he ob j . ctiv, cond i tions d r.,dy

discus s.d i n t ll i . s t ud y (1nc l". i". o t , 1'11qhly politicized.

ur b.ni z.d••nd prol. t . r iani zed South At r ic.n populAt i on ) ••

s t r , t e ..y c . n t , r e d , ro"nd i ntern.l . wo r U .... e lus-!ld

o r q , n i ... t i on , nd Itruqqle lOO u l d po te l'lti. .al l y p,ov1d ' t h .

s t r onq u t cll.llel'l'" t o the powe r o t IIp.lr t lle :i.d c , p i u l h a.

And yet the tt r 8 t.qy and uetic. o t t lu! NIC/ SN:.P. Mtlih

r h e to ric.lly St "onq o n th. 1••d1"'l roll o t t r- IOCI rUl'lq ch.'

,nd. ' f ull tr.nd.r of poooer t o tile people ' s

const ituti•• of ...r yelli n .. t ha t 811itat ed aqlinn lueh III

'pp roach . "ha t " ' I pre sent . " ' s , . t u t.qy a nd t.cue. i n



'"
whi ch the orqa ni uUon&l locus ...a••"tecn..1iredl I n wh i Ch

thousandS o f the best acU"ilU U t i n t a r &" ,"y .1Ut U·Y

c.-ps wa i t i l\q to bunCh (o r 10 t he y ... r e t o id l an ....d

••h .u n of powe r : and which ... . uI'Iderq1rded by an

ideoloqicd c:~i~nt tha t l1aite<! the "tzUOJ,;! l •• o r the

' ... s ' bA.e to .. n r i _ i I y p riytleqed • f irst s t aqlt' o f
n.tlo~l libera tion . Wha t ..as n••ded by t he V• • I r . s i d en t .

and o t he r ll _n"a'linq In .. 11ft, and duth s t Cllqqle &qa1nlt the

c:a.bi~ r.".'les of spe rtlle t d a nd caple.lisa ... .
r e vo l utto nary orq.nl.atlon and l ••".nhi p; no t Ilu·prislnql'! ,

i t wa l to the AXe/SACP .on d t he tlDt that IIlOn people turned .

Al tllouqh t he re II often .. d i n et a ssocia tio n .... 0;1.

b.t... . n t he uprisinq tlla r Ul;ed ins1de Sou th Af rica .nd the

2nd. ANC consul ta t ive Co n f e r e nc e .at ~bwe. Za lllbl . 11 6- 2 3

J u ne , 1 ~ 9 5 1 . I wo uld U "9Ue t hat tha reasons l a y elSIWhera ,

Since t he Mqo l an c ....p lIlu t i n i e s t here had bee n intense

p res sure f ro," t he rank-and- Hl e f o r a f ull con t erence of t h e

ANC and t he l u d e u hi p h..d info rm.. lly aqreed t o f u lUll t he

requests be fo re t he i ntern.. L even tl of l a t e 19 84 .

Add itionally. top SACP Leade.. h .. d been p u s h i nq f o r t ha

o pe n inq u p o f the NEe to non-"f cic.ns. somethinq th.. t couLd

o n l y be decided a t a tllll o rqani rationaL conhrence . The

t " c t th.. t t he K..t>we confe rence took place saidst the aost

lon tenu lLIISS stru.... le i n t he Ilh t ory o f South " t riea

p resented tile ANC/ SAC P " 10 t h a unique oppor tunity: to

formulate a strateqy and tactics which 'ofOul d p r o .. ide tile

inte rrwl r e s i s t ..eee dth the direction a n d orq&ni:tation tlley

ne eded. This hold t o be the ...in t nk it t h e re ....s qainq to

be any possibility o t achh"lnq wha t the ANC!SN:.P had t o r so

10 n9 s tated "<IS t he i r 9O.i o t atruqqle, t h e Sll.lllre o t_..
As h ..d ~n t h e c ase in the 1960's. the S,\CP held in

own Conq ress betore t ha t ot t he coabined NfC/ SN:.P . Hee U n",

i n Ho$Cow l Dec ember. 1984 1. tile SACP pledqed to b uild i ts



'"
own presence i nternally (with special <!lIlphasis on til e labo r
OIOv e lllent l and to p ush har d f o r t il.. l\HC NEe t o have open

.."mbersh i p , wh i c h in e Hec t mu n t o pe n to no n- Afr i can

mett'lbers of t he SACI' itsel f. ' «eee i. llportant ly r ncuqn, the

SACI' r eite rat"d t hat a seizure of powu " a s s ti ll t tle

s u a te 'l ! " qoal of the na t i o lla l liber a tio n "tru'l 'lle . I n i ts

sta t e me n t on the Co ng r e ss . the SAC I' Cen tra l (o."., ittee

sta t ed :

The r e volu t i o na r y s i t uH ion i n ou r country is
mat ur i ng • •• gre ..inq numbers among the e xp loited
e reeeee and t ile oppr""sed r e a li r e tha t r evoluti on
i. n.c ..... ry a nd . .... prepar ed to di" ~or i t . .. The
a im o f the SACI' and o f the r evo lutiona ry alliance
headed b y t he ANC, t h e eer eeerve pursued by t he
..ocker!! and t he oppr essed lI'laS" es o f t h e coun t r y ,
i s to topple tile apa r t he i d r e",i ..e and ta~e power
into thei r o wn handa (Illyemphasis l . '

It h i story "'iIlS a n y Ultn q t o qo by, t he re would no t be too

N n y 'strat e",y and t ac tic s ' s u r p rises at Ka bw•.

A full accountinq o f the proceedinqs at Kab we s t i l l

n ma i n 1I0me wha t c lOUde d . Two partic ipants have described i t

45 b e i n9 domi nated b y SACP members, r icoen wi t h ethn i c

ri v a l r i e s , and c ha rac te r i z e d by iIlnti-democratic vo t inq

p ro c ed u r es. From these ac c o unts it W<lu ld appear a s thouqh

ca r t atn h i 9h-rankinq offich l s. in particula r ~ leaders ,

l,lti li ze d e c hnic ide nti ficat ion rt he lUin divistenll be inq

Xhosa/ Zul l,l /Tswana ) illS ill ..e a ns to p l,lcsl,le thei r respec t ive

powe r aqendell, iIlnd t hat t h e Stl,lar t Commisllion r e po r t (s o

name d eftar J....es Stuart, a s e ni o r IIOve lllent lude r tas ked

",ith autho r inq the re po rt ) on the AAqol illn mutinies wa s never

tab l ed ~ or ~ull di scussion . '

As t he fir s t h Ill co n ft r e nc e since Moroqoro, Kab we wa s

me. nt to qi ve vo i c e t o those o~ t h e 1916 ",enerat ion who now

:nade up t he majority or the extern a li.ed or",anizat ion.

Howe ve r , fro lll a l l a va ila b l e r eports it 5eetllS as thouqh the

establillh.d ANC/ SAC P leade rship iIlnd lonq-serv i nq ANC

o f f i ci . ls d Ollltnate d proceedtnqs. One of t h e more conte n tious

practices a llowe d a t Kabwe was q i v i nq ex-officio officials



'"
t he r igh t to vote • .5 <leh,qates . ' Much deba te wa s t ake n up

wH h t he issue of NEe open lIlelOhe rship, and d e sp ite some

s pir ited opposit ion th. 1II0 1: 10n was passed i n lavor. NlC

President-Gene ral Tambo p r esented a list of c and i d a t es tOt

t he NEe as a ' qui de ' to selection, and as i t t urned out al l
meJllbers of the new NEe Came f r om the list. The NEe was

e xpa n d ed to t hirty ....!libe l S .Hld all t he non- Africans on the

new body we r e SACP melllbe r s. 0 SACP heqelllOny wa s con H Oled b y

thll pre.s ence o f only eiqht non-SACP ..embe r s on the NEC .

On stutl!q ic ma tters t h. con terence r ea f tinned the

Fr eed om Charter a s the ~ idl!oloqica l lodestar~ of the
Me/SACP, r e j e c t ed the i dea of .. negotiated set eieeene with

th. a partheid s t a te . a nd confirmed the .shift to .. "pe<:>ple's

wa r " perspective. Following the p r evi ous SACP fo rmulations

c l os ely , tfle co~ference a s s e rted tflat · v i c t o r y· c o ul d only

c cee tfl rougfl tfle "seizun. of power. · ' Ilfl i le t flis pos it i on

was c onsistant with pas t ANC/SACP strate'lic formulations, i t

was no doubt 'l i ve n added i mpetus by the inte r nal uprhing.

The only difference was t hat a ' seizuu of pow~r ' wo uld no w

no t Come about throuqh s protracted and p r edOllin"ntly r ursl

based quer r i l la wa r , bu t th rouqfl the prosecution of a

'people'S war ' . In the wo r ds of the SACP moutflpi~ce

U!IIsebenz i :

o u r s itua t i o n displ"ys a lmost a l l the c onditions
fo r a Violent r evolu t ion that does not flave to
mature f rom a que r r i l la campa iqn ... our c ond uc t o f
' people' s wa r has t o take into account . • . tfle
ongOing uprisinqs whi c fl flave e lements o f an
i nsu rrec tiona r y revolL • . insurrection i s much mOt e
t ha n a peasibil ity at tha very end of a prot r acted
..ar. ~e have to lIe r " e the s t r a t eQY o f protracted
war and the science and art ot i nsu r r ec t i on. ,.

Tfle debate over t he proucution of 'people's wsr ' had

been ta kinq pla ce with i n ANC/ SJl.CP s t uteQi c c i r c l es Si nce

tM e a r l y 1980 's. However, with t he onset of the i n t e rnal

uprisinQ it wa S nOW married to the idea of i nsur r e c t i on

b rou'lh t a bout by t he accum",la tive e erecee of r endering South

Atrica unQove rnable . t he i de a of a. ' peop l e ' S wa r ' wa. s



D'
pr emised o n a st ra te .. rc appr oach tha t the bu t way to both

llIObil i ze a nd ac tivate t he 'people ' waS to use the mo veme nt' s

a rm.d f o rce s (HK) and key internal ac t ivis ts t o act as

'scholar/soldiers ' in r ur al and urb an co"""unities. Instead
o f ,,,.,kinq to co nduct cl assic que rr illa wa rhre by enqaqin q

t he 'enellly' they would now s eek t o al1ll and t r ain the

' peop l e ' i n t he i r cOlllllluni ties . Th is strateq\, would hopeful ly

q ive peopl e t h.. me ans t o launch inc:reasinq ly .. !feeti"..

arlled/ lllll.ss resistance to t he apa rtheid stat .. ; this was to

cul",in;J, t e i n a n insur r ect i onar y ' s e i zure of power ' . ~ wil l

be discussed l ate r, the pot_ntial succus of such a strategy

rested on th" degree to wh i c h t he cadres of t he .'We / SACP

could I;l u i l d and susu in solid internal orqaniu tional

structures. Such a 90al ha el been asserted as central to

previous stn.t"qy but had nrel y 90tten past the p a<;l "" of

conte r ene e r esolutions and NEe statements. "

The rej ect ion or a n " 90tiated sett!e llutnt wen t hand-in

hand wi til. t he c a l l fo r an i nsur r ectiona ry ' p"opl Ol ' s war ',

jus t a s it l'lad when eee vem e re t or l i b-era tio n was

pro t racted que r r l1h war tare. In t he quasi - Insurrectionary

c u...ate takinq hold i nsid.. the country as wd l as withi n t he

ANC/SACP i tselt, it woul d ha" e be e n "ittually i mpossible tor

the orqanization to f o=a1ly endorse any move towards

incorporatinq neqotiations. In this re<;la r d , t l'le Kabwe

d"c ision r epre sented .. continuity wi th past pro nounce..enc .s .

ThO!' d O!'bate on the new app r oaCh t o t he prosecution ot the war

e r rer t , wa s conSUlDJIa ted with t he reinstal lation ot the

Politico-Hil i tary Counci l whO were qiven t he task ot s ettinq

up lle q i o na l po l it i co-Hil i t uy Councils (IlPHC' s l in order to

implement the mov" to a ' peopl ,,' s war' . Kow..ver, t he

cOOUllittee set up to r ..visOl t hOl s t r ateqy a nd t actic" Kabwe

r Olport l'lad still not completed t hei r wor k hy early 1989. "

As wil l eeeee e clea r in fu rth e r discussion, the

ANC/SACP l eaaers h ip had alread y b-equn prep ar l nq the qround

for a pos sible t u r n t o ne<;lotiations. Desp i te t he s tria"nt

c al l s tO t a n insu rre<;:tionar y ' se izure ot powe r ', t he



'"
l ead e rsh i p was ho l din \! o U i ts betl . an" 1".01nll AM:: .._r

h IS q OJl. 110 fi r a s t o ,.Vt h•• the Il:a bwe c all f o r an

l nsul"uet i o nAry l e i- l ur. o f power 4" ill nonsense" and U'I. ' til•

•~ s . rullq l ,. U n wl'I.at . ... . f O"1 "as always •••n {b y t il.

l ••d e n l>. ip l a s ". h.al t · h••rte4 t I\1I1';1 ;4 " ..._ incl_ .. o f t il.

bum ill\! con t rild i <; tion t hat . xut..:! btI t """n r he t o r I c o f t ile

NfC/ SN:.P 1••<:k rsh i p. and t h e puc: ti c:a l s t ru'lllie t or

h lle r . Uon. Af tu 24 y• • n . t he ' ar-ed struqll ie ' wu •• tlr

. ...y f r o. s e i zinq ~r .. the -.a"e llle n t leadership ..al frc.

Jolla n.nes b u f \l. The puetical hil t ory and ell.act • • o f the

A!'IC/ SACP ' s l e a de r s hip. ~lned wa h t h e stnoc t u u , l ~rr11f'

t o the c ho s e n s t ". ' e \lY o t l i btl rilnon. lIUIke it " >< ' r ••• l y

d Uti cult to . ' qu. t il" . this l Udlrship who lly believed 111

whit t hey wea t.1 U n9 t il. ·~pl.·. I t ".s -.or e than

unfo rtuna t e that t he ANC/ SACP "......:1 to be auc c Ul\ll;l i nq t o t ~.

d o....a o f i t a own 5 10qa n. . ..

Tha Kabwe conh r lnc . 1'1&. o f t in bee n vi l wld . s a n

I XUlp ll of t he Me/ SACP's pr i nc ip l ed a nd s t n t e q i c

CQnt r i bu t i o n . nd r I SPQn ' l to thl Inte rn . l ,naa s t r uqqlls
t . U n q p h c e . " The n can bl li t tl1 dQub t tha t the r . nk .nd

U l1 dele ga tes l.cs H y frolll MKI at Kabwe we r e cOlllll.i ttad t o

r ldir i nq an i ns u r n c tionlrY ..hur l o f power . The y hAd bun

t hl Ones who had c a ll. d for a f ull o r ga n i r a tional con fl rlne.

i n o rde r t o tind wa r s t o ql t baCk l.nt o Sou t h Atr i c& an d

U 'lh t ; insur r ectio n IoIO\Ild . u raly be " I l l n i qh i apos s ible

..h l 1a .ast o f thl 'rlvolut l 0nary comba t ants ' "I r l t boUl l noa

o r .111S frOOl t Ml r ~I bor o l r . And yet t h l con f . rlnCI

I v-t>ol h e d SOlIlethin 'l f ar .ar l nl ql tive. It ..... s the I . tlnt t o

whi c h o r q... i u tiorwl .nd i dealo'l l.cll poW<!r-p l l y . by Cl r t Un

AlCI SN:. P ielder s h a<:l In u t r _ l r nl g l ti" l LapI Ct; and thet

h ll on t he It>i H t r Ind capa,c ity o f t he "-'fC/ SACP, t h r o u 'lh

t he r ...k and f ill, t o p rac t i c ally :uapleman t I I t rat..,y

condu cive t o c r ea t i nq t hl oppor t unitie s .nd ul ti...tl

r l ll 1 11t l on of qenul n l n . Uonal liber a t i on .



Inte r nal Revo lt :

The ripple effe c t ot t he Vaal uprisinq was imp r essive

in i t s bread t h a nd s peed a nd it cauqht all the ' major

players ' (ANC/SACP, uor, t he a pa rthe i d s t ate) by surp r i s e .
Wit h i n wee ks seve r a l parts ot t h e country we r e

litera lly o n fire. Besides the i ndust r ial bel t a r ound
Johann esburq there was intense act i v i t y i n the Eas t e r n a nd

OI e s t e r n Ca pe reqions, and t o a lesse r ex t en t in the ~o rthern

Transvaal. Most ot the c i v ic associa t ions a nd other q r ou p s

which too k u p the st ruQql e quic kly afhUated with the uor,

it t htl y d id not al r eady be l o nq , but there were a lso active

Qroups at til1at ed t o the BOI t rad i t i o n , such as the AU n ian

Studenrs Move..ent. A briet sean ot e v ent s durinQ lat e 198 4

a"d ea rly 1985 tes t ifies to t he ext ent and depth ot t he

up ri s i nQ:

• A No vellltler ca ll to a two- day Qene r a l st r i ke in the

Transvaal, o rches tra t ed by the Federation ot South

Afr i c an Trad e Unions ( fOSATU) and the Soweto Youth

Conqress was heeded by over a ..Hlion wor kers (which

included mi Qrant ho s te l dwellers ) .

• A March s tayllway called by t he port Eli tabeth Black

Ci v i c Associaltion (PEBCO) wa s bac ked by 9 0 pe r c e n t

ot wo rkers in t he ci ty. "

• The cradock Re s i de n t s ' As s oc i a t i o n and it s l e ade r

Ha tthew Goniwe succeOl dOld in buildinQ a networ k ot

civic and you th orQani zations ac r o s s t he r ural

Eas t ern Cape durinQ thOl months f0110winq the Vaal

uprisinq, wh i ch _t f ec t i ve l y r e pl ac e d apartheid

author ity in t he respec tive b lack townships.

Besides the more orqani zed reSistance. t ho us and s ot
you th j o i n ed the ~ray in pitched ba t tles with police . ottOl"

witho u t any tontlal l eaders h i p o r s t r ucture . Hany " 'I re

respondinq direct ly to the ANCf SACP' s w'l! l - pub i i c i ze d c ali

in u rly 198 5 to _ ke the townships a nd uit i lllllt e ly t h e

country · unqo ve r nable . · 1' Ne ither th.. ANC/ SACP "or the UOF



WOlre able to e xereio" mueh cont>:ol or d i>:eetion Olrer the

often spontaneous expressions of eeere eeoce froll1 the

qraU >:Qots.

~hile th" UDr national H >:uetures tended t o militare

agains t di rect q rass>;oots i nlrolvement, the NlC/SACP Imainly

th rou'l h IlK l had lonq relied on s~lism and ar1l1ed

propa'landa to mobU~re res i s tanc e . Onc e the you t h had

responded to the AIlC/ SACP ' s ca ll for unqovernability it

eeeeee even more difficult to de v" l op orqanirationa l control

and di rection. By the mi dd l e of 19B5, whi h the ANC/ SACP

we r e eonsultin'l at Kabwe , t he uor lead" rship wa s t ryinq to

p lay eaten up. They adlnitted as mucn in th"ir 1985 Ma t10 nd

General Council Report wh i ch stated: "In many a reas,

o r qani :utions trail behind the mass"s , thus makinq it ecee
diffieult fo r a d isci plined ..as s action to t a ke p l ace.""

The ANC/SACP and uor were no t the only o ne s findinq it

difHeult to cop" wi t h the militant r esis tanc". Vacillatin'l

between harsh r e pressio n and introducin'l furth"r r .for1l1, t he

aparthe id state fo und itse lf in temporary disarray. ror the

first f e.. months of the uprisinq the Botha qOlrernme nt had

allC)Wed the eontinuinq !Ol 'la.! operation of the UDr and its

affiliaHs, ho pinq that t he resistance would burn itsel f out

and that an inereasinq number of t o wn s h i p dwelters wou l d

respond to its qenera lly unpopul ar attempts at eool' tation.

By lIlid- 1985 ho wev"r, wi t h the upris in'l showinq nO siqns of

abatin9' a par tial stat. of eaecqe ncy was promulqated on

July 21st. "

One of the first vtcc res of the stat. of emerqency wa S

t he lIDF 's hr'lest af fi lia t e , the Conqr""s of South African

Students lCOSASl; this o r'lanization was ba nned a nd many o f

its l e aders we re anest ed. This w" s followed by t he arrests

and detention o f ....ny o f t he UOPs re'liona l and national

l Ol a de r s hi p , ae we ll a show of f o rce i n the townshil's, in a n

attempt to st~~ ou t 'lras sroot s res i s tance and or'l"niz"tion.

1I0wever, since mueh of the r es i s t a nee had not be en unde r t he

dir"ct con t rol o r d~reet10n of nationa l -level orqan izations,



'"
the a parth eid state ' s tactics f a il e d t o squelch q rass r o o t s

opposit i on. Peo p l e we n blood~ ed but c e r ta in l y no t bowed.

The aputheid s ta te ' s v i s i o n o f .. p aeif ied bla c k populace

" a s me t wi t h a r ude in t roduction t n tc the rea l ity o f

:n i liunt b l ac k r e s i s t a nc e . The ant e wa s qoin; t o have t o be

<a i 5 e d .

While police and youths fouqh t i t out on t he su ee t s ,
the lJor be qan to encOlln .'l 1! a chanq e of t ac tic s in a n attemp t

to e xert mo re contro l ove r l o c a l s t ruqqlu . l'.r o;Ju i nq t hat

t he r e wa s .. need t o h it apa r theid " where it lIu r ts, · the uo r

l eaders called for c o ns um" , boyco t ts a q all'ls t l oca l wlli t e

busi Msses . ...ltllouqh til", ,, e nsued nation wide boycotts. the

t actic ",e t with di tfe rinq deq reu of s uccess. wi t h the ma jor

catnP al<JlUl concentrated i n the c i ties of Po r t Eli >:abeth , Ea st

London , a n d a r ou n d t h e ;/ i t.swa t e r s r a nd r "9 i on . ' ·

On t h e n e9aUve s i de t houqh, man y of t hese a c tions were

mark ed by t he use o f coerciv e e n fo r c e me n t , c r i lll i n a l e lements

ac t i n9 i n t he n ame o f t he UCF/MC/SACP, an d the deveLo pment

o f a n i n t o l e u nc e fo r t ho se who ad voca t e d differe n t tac tic s .

Th is hi9hli9hted a major i nad equac y of tho s e wh o wue

ostensibly leadin9 t h e .... s s s t r u Q9 1 e s . Wi t h ou t we ll

o rqan ized popular unde r9 round structure s a b l e t o qive

d i r e c tio n , d isc iplined leadership, a nd effective a=e d

support for l e 'O i t i ...a te r e s i s tanc e, much of t he p o t en t i a l fo r

r ealhin'O t he s ta t e d 'Ooa l s of t h e upris in'O was s qua nd e r ed .

As i n the past. the o rqani zed blac k wor Unq class

s h o w'ld wh y they we re t he l e a d i n 9 e l elllent in the libe r a t ion

st.ruq 91e . COlD.i n 'O t 0ge the r i n t h e n e wl y - f o nned ConqrUS of

South II.fr ican Tr a de Unions (COSAro ) I n Novembe r • • 985, the y

t o o k the ir es t ablished i ndustr ial power direct ly i n t r:> the

pol itica l a r e na. " LinkinQ u p wi th cO lMlun i ty a nd s t l.lde n t

q rou p s a n d br i nq i n9 t he mili t a n c y o f hu n dreds o f t housand s

o f wo r ke r s . COSATU pro v i d ed llIUCh e eee e e cohes ion and

a lre ct i on to t h e onqo i nq u s;' s t a nc e . Not 10 n'O af t e r i t s

f ormation COSII.TU l eaders t rav e l ect to Lu saka t o lIIe e t ...ith the

e x t e r na liz e d ANC/ SACP l e a dership , subs e quent l y e ndo r !linq t he



'"
Fre edort'l Char te r and e f fe c tivel y a111'1n9 COSA1U wi t h thl!

ANC/ SACP .

Th e s e developme n ts i ndicated t he dOlli n a nt i d e o log i c a l

a nd s)'ll\bolic a ppea l o f til e ANC! Sll.C P, and the .. rcwi n ;

peli tlcl zation of UII! new union " t ru c tu.es. I t al s o

refl " t ed t he a pparent s uccess o f t h e SACP in r ecru i t inq

leading unionists , it U$ k the orqani ut ion had set f or t he

itself a t the 198 4 Co nq . ess." Al t houqh COSA1U provided a

c e rtain degree o f working cla ss di s c ipline and

o rga niZat i Ona l diuo::tion to onqo i nq r e s i stanc e (" . 9 . t he
19 87 .. i ne rs s t rike ), its o vert a lliance wi t h t h e

ANC/ SAC P / UDr mu nt t h a t its e !torts were bound up in t he

o ve rall strat e;i.; path t h a t was now dominate d b y a politics

of u ngove rnability; a nd this, I wo u l d a tque, wa s a negative

d eve l opmen t . It wa s no t that a str ugg l e to ma k. t he system

ungov<l r nable wa s i n itself n e g a tive; it was r athe r tha t the

underl ying libent ion st n tegy o f t he A/(C/ SAc: P ma de a

politics of ungovernabili t y (unde r t h e s t r u c t u n l

conditions I a n ' u n gUided OIissile ' poli tics (1.'1. li t tle

cohesion, d i r e c t i o n , o r p re fi gur e d h r getl .

A thi r d o f t h e way into 19 S 6 t he ANC/SACP and i t s UO F

inte rna l a llies were riding h igh on the wave o f

unqovunability. Wi t h the a d ded strength o f COSATU the re

reigned an a ttitude o f supee..e conUelence th 'lt liberation,

Or as the n a t ionwi d e s l o gan proclailned, ' people ' S pow. r ',

wa s jus t a round t h e COrn. r. Since til.. u p r ising had e a een

hold, t he notion o f ' people 's powe r' had surfaced as t h e

detininq 'loa l and constitutiv e e l ement o f resista nc e.

' Pe o p l e ' S power' was to be a chi e ved i n con j u nc t i o n wi t h the

p r o secution of a 'pe o p l e ' s war ' . The ' p eop l . 's war ' would

provide the 'people ' wi t h t h e o r g an i zat iona l a nd ..lli t ary

me a ns t o achi. ve ' p e o p l e ' s p o wer ' . The deg r e e t o wh i c h t h e

contidlln c e of lIlOvement s t r a tllgists info nned t he e x tent o f

' p e o p l e' 5 powe r ' is exemp lified b y t he following deUnitio n :

contro l o ver eve r y a spe c t o f our lives - a t wo rlt ;
a t school; whe r .. we live; o v e r t h e structures of
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nation a l and local q o verrunent : o ve r t he a rmy ,
pol i ce, cour ts , and prisons , t he media, t he
c hureh ; f i nanc ial inst i tutio ns and the econOlll l' as
a. whole . "

The belief t hat t he a parthe id s tate was abou t t o

co llapse and be replaced by orqans of people' S power was

pushed b y leade rs ..nd t aken up by t he 'ma s ses ' . UDr l eader

I\Oharo:n"d Va ll i c onfidently decla red in Mar ch, 1986 t ha t the

uo r co uld withstand " elltre",,. repr<luion" and "di c tate t he

na eu r e and pace o f " vents in OU t cOl,ln t ry . · ' · In a wi del y

reporte d s pee<; h Wi nn ie Ma ndela (wHe o f Nels on Mande l a and

by now a na t ional and in t ernational po li t i c al fi gurel,

exh i bitinQ II mOte c rud e v e u l on o f the eon tid"nc e that

gr i pped towns h i p youths , ae.. t e d that · wi t h O\lt necklaces a nd

ou r li t tle be " " s o f lll;l,tch"s. we shal l libe ra t e this

co u n t r y . '" In t he towns h i ps and so",e rur a l are a s slo,!a 'lS

such as ' l i berat i o n befo r e educa t ion '. and 'peopl e' S

jus tic e ' clearly e xpresse d the beLlef a/llOnqst ma ny peop le a t

t he 'lras sroots . in pa r ticular t he yout h . that the y were we ll

on t he way to r ep l acin 'l thlt a par t heid s t a t e .

t he 'lot i on o f 'people' S power' and t he i dea tha t a n

i ns urrec t i o na r y i mplemen t a tion of ' d ua l powe r ' (p a ralle l

insti t utions con t rol led by the ' peop l e' . wa s o n the ver'!e of

delive ring nat i onal liber ation , eonfused hope wit h ru Uty.

Although res ist anee had cerrai ni y Dlade substa'l tial in roa ds

i nto a parthltid powe r in t he t ownships and to a l ess,, [ deqree

in some [ur a l ar"as , th" national au t hor i ty and coercive

;>ower of the apartheid s t ate was nc v n ere near b einq

t h r eatened with disin t eg r ation . The key ing red i e n ts fo r a

po tentiall y insur rectionis t s ei zure of power in t he SO\lt h

Af r ican context. na t i o na l ly consolida t ed , a .,.ed . a nd

or g an i:red o r qa ns of people's power. were absen t . l\.s it

s t o o d , t he apartheid s tate and i t s arm"d compon e nt, although

fac inq a s e r ious economic c risis and a pol itica l c r is1s o f

l e q i t i ....c y . had not been fund_ ental l y unde rmi ned .

Th is is not me a n t to impl y t ha t the ac tiv i t i e s of t he

:twnerou s ci vic organi za tions {e s pec i a l l y t hose based i n



ur ban t o·.1Il.s h ipsl, underea ken u they were wi thi n the ';I en era l

parame ters o ~ the c all r oe unqove r nabiH t y, d i d not ha ve

subs t an tive i llpac t On both t o wns h ip d wellers a nd t he

apa rthe i d s tate. As M:wane l .. Mayek1 s o , tOOle r President ot
t he Alex andra Ci vic Orqani :a tion at9Ues , t he IlIOs t i mportant

con Cr ibution of this pe r ied and o t t he ac tiv i tiu of the

civics was the 9rowi nq confi dence aInon';lst the p eopl e t hat

the y ha d " t o be involved i n rnaH nq t heir own future. · .. Th i s

sense of empowe rment derived f r om ';Irassroots activ i ty did

no t exa c tly make a q ocd fit with an ANC / SAC P leade rship

de t emined to Ila ke (controll their own tu tu r e: the main

problem "u t hat t he l eader s "their" had d r eady SUbstituted

~or the " t he i r " ot the ' people' . While the possibilities of

an insu r rectiona ry sei:ure o f s t ate power were fundamentally

underll1ined by t he st rateqic vis ion a nd pu<:: tl<:: e of a n

externalhed libet at lon llOve ment, 10<::a 1 sttug ';lles l aid the

foundation fot futther <;ra s s r oot5 empowerlll@ nt a nd a v i s i on

ot transforma tion c eneee ee a r ound matetiallY l o ca t ed

demo<:: r at ic d emand s.

Th e euphor i a that had q ripped t he ANC / SACP/ UDF leaders
and the ir fo llowers afte r t h .. li ftinq o f t h.. first state o f

eme rge n<::y in early Ma r ch was s ho r t - Li ved . On June l2, 1ge6

Botha announced s nationwide state o f "",er ';l .m <:: y that gave

virtual <::on t rol o f the <::ountry to the mili ta r y supr ellU)S

(s e c u r o c ra t s l in his cabinet. Flush wi t h thei r suceeeerui

co un t er-revo l utio na r y reqional activi ties and persuasively

. r <;uinq tha t t he p r evious s tilte strategies had now r un t he ir

ecuree , the secu rocrats "'ere given f ree r e i n to i mplement

thei r vers i o n of a • t o ta l s t r ..reqy ·. Concentrated i n the

pr o fessiona l [an ks of the SADF and qeneu LLy sedoq t he

po l ice forc e as ill-educated ..nd crude opera tors, t hese

Secu [ocrat" believed t hat t h e i r mo r e sophisticated c ounter 

revo lu t ionary tactics wou ld b e better able t o main t ain' l a ...

and o r d e r' While t a kinq the wi nd out of t h.. 5.i1$ of the

upr~s ~nq. ·



,..
~i th l n ...... k' of t he stat. or ..m" ..qeney an no unc.m"nt,

t he s t a t e . " Cl,Iroc r a t. had deployed tho",.and . of SADF t r oo ps

m th e t owns tli ps, drutically s tep ped - up artuts and

de t en tion s , and Ins t1 t uted llou·sh c en s ors hip U 'l UL ilt i ons on

pr esS <:o""u9''' ' '' ap"ra tlnq wi t hin a militar i . ..d National

secur ity Mana qeme nt Sys t em Whi ch cre a t ed a web o f t"qi onal
and ntb~ req i ona l s e cur ity c e llUll it t"e ., and ..1t h an " " " cutive

con tro lle d St a t e Securi ty Council provl.dinq po litica l

musc l e. t h e . eeu rocrat , s e t aboYr the t ask of implement i ng
ene r e ' l ow- i n t ens i t y "artare' s t r a t e q y, I\s part o f th i s

.t rlt" qy the .eeuroc r a t s souqh t t o pr ioritize s ecuri t y

cons i dera tion. a s a :oeans to open space f or fu rthe r refo nn

",e ..sure,. r eversinq t he previous s ituation wh.. e e t a iled

e.. t orms h..d been fo llowed b y li. :l.ited repre ssion . t n o r d e r t o

creat .. t he :na ximWll space for t he ""c ceu o f t he new stra tegy

se vera l t e cti cs we r e adopted:

• to ' de c a pi tate' the na t iona l and local leaders h i p o f

the ANC/SACP/ lJDF thro ugh llIas s H r es t, i nd e fi n ite

dettntion , a nd where d e e....d necessary t hrouqh

assas s ina t ion/m.u rder . sccces e eui regiona l count" r 

r e volutiona r y . t t o r t s would c ontinue ;

• t o d ivid" o r qan i zed r e s i s t ance in t he t ownships

alo nq ethni c , c lass , and ideologica l lines ;

• t o r ec r uit a nd/ o r co-op t s " c tions ot t he black

popul ace to ac tc as vigilantc . .. ereecees ot the s tatus

quo ;

• t o wi n t he ' hear ts and mi nds' of the blac k

population by e"phasi zing sel ective redistribution

o ~ soci a l servi ces a nd i nc r ea s ed oppor tun i tie s for

so cial ecvenceeen r. , albe i t wi t h i n the paratlleters o t

....cro-apa rtheid . ;t

By the e nd o t the year s e ver a l thousand pe op le had be e n

arres t ed , t he ma j ority ot ..hom " e r e co.....unity a c t ivi s t s and

s t ude n t s ; many were under t he ..ge ot e ighte en . Ba t t l e s raged

1n u n y t o wnshi ps a nd in the rural a r ea s of Natal. not only

be t ....e n aparthe id s ecu r i t y torces and ANC/SACP/ unF
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supporters, but increasinqly be t ween these supporters a nd

cth" t blacks cep e. s en tin q stite-sponsored vi,9 1hnti'" and

ecmpe t i n 'l poU.tical 'l roups such as Gatsha Butlle l ez! '", l n ka t a

m<:lV(!m<lnt. '"

In yet another attempt t o 'lather t heir rapidly

d isinteqratinq forces a n d "tv" n ... t10n..1 dire<:ticn to ..

situation that verqea On ana rchy, the uo r l aunched t wo

na t i on wi de camp",iqns i n l . t e 1986 a nd eany 198' . 'tet bOth

tile ' Christmas Aqain$t tlla ElIerqency C<lllIp.iqn' .nd the

· Unban t he ANC ' campaiqn llet with limit"d o rqani zational

sce c e ae and certal.nly did Li t e l .. to turn t he t i d e that was

now Uowinq heavily aqainst t ile two-y..a r o ld upris i n<;l . " As

one Obse rve r noted a t the time , " .. . the UDr ' s r el iance on
mob ili zation and protest onen confli cts wi t h o r ganiza t ional

r equ irements. Resources w~ic ~ could be de voted to

o r qa n i z ation have be en d i s s i pate d in a tte mpt s t o mobili ze

drlllllatic . .. c atrlp aiqns . "" The UOF was having grea t

di f fi c u l t y 11vin9 iJP to t~e eIrHer c lai..s of i ts leader s .

As the ' total stute'lY' o f the e ecuecc reee too k its

phys ical and psycho l09i cal toll, s erious divi.sions bo t h

wi t h i n resistance c ircle s and in the b lack lIr ban poplliation

began to appear . Many townsh.p res idents we r e i n<: r ea s in'l l y

pu t of f by the coercive e nforce men t of boycotts a nd the

o f t e n indiscriminate liSe of ' peo ple 's j us tice ' by townShip

youth, commonly referred to as ' c Olllt s o t s l s ' '' . a c t l n9 in the

naltle of the ANC/SACP/UO F . Likewise. l1Iany union ..embe rs

exp r esse d their opposition t o t h e =bi liution strate9ie s of
many UO. activists and the incre ils inqly anti -delllOcrstic

practi.ces use d to ens u t e the ir eocees s , Even maki nq t he s e

c rit i c 1sms wa s of t en seen as be t r a ya l o f the s ymbols of t he

' s t r u ll'l l e ' . As one COSATU "'e llbe r said. "they s a y yOll are

aqa i nst Mande la and nobody wants t o be accused of that.. " , .

Th e r e we r e also battles be t ween na tiona l DD' affil iates
such a s the Na t i ona l Educat ion Coord1nat in9 Co"""i t t ee IN'ECC)

and l oc a l s tud e n t bodies over t h e e f f i c ac y of cont inuinq

s c hool boycot t s. One other eXaJIlpl e of 9rowinq intolerance



<lI"d d ivi sion " <li S tile l.lIte rnecine " ttles .....ed bs t _ en trof'
supporte r s a nd t llose afH U<lItl'd wl.th AZAi'Q . tncnU in", l y ,

UOl' le <llde rs souqllt t o p r o ject a uniHed o pposition "'nde r the
c h <ll r t e r i s t banne r, 9ivi"., at l ea s t l. ndi r ect s upport t o t he

activities o f t he i r you thfu l ~ lrebulld s . " Althouqh N n y

le<llders in t he 1JDl' a r ",,1'd t to.t t h e 'obj ective COnditions'

resu l t i ll'" t r _ the s ta t e ' s coun t e r · r evol", tio lla r y stu teqles

..e re to b l ..... t o r t h• • e cliv i . i o n ., th. re " a s a t e nde ncy t o

unc\e r p lly the respons lb l. H t y o t t he tro l" s s t ra t.q l ..
t lle..se h 'es . )4

J us t whe n t hiou was t he 9U'lltut need t or buildl.n", <lin

e f t eeth'e ...nde ro round t o cope with tne heavy r .pren i o n <lI 1Id

'live OC9a n i za tioll a nd d irect ion , t ile UDr r esponded by

r . structurinq their n a t I o na l bu r .aucr a cy and embarHnq on a

ca.mpa i qn t o wi n tile hu n s and . inds o f the white popul ac e

a" d ' l i be ra l ' capi ta l . " t he r e fol l owed c UiP<liqns s uch a s

t he ' F r i e nds of the VOl" ..hic h wa s l aunched a t

J o ha nn u b u r q ' s plus he st ho te l, and confe rences wI t h ..hit e

li be r a l or9ani zations Such as ".teun opposition po ii t i c i a"

Freder i ck "an tyl S l <ll b b<ll r t 's tnstit"'t. ~o c De~ocratic

Alternatives i n Sou t h Af rica ( I DASA)." t he UDf' l . ade r s hip

ha d c .rtainly c hanq ed t heir tune lince their 19 8 5 ....ssment

o f vee tyl S lab~rt ' s (a l e adin.. ' libe ral ' :l1eAlber o t t h e

'roq r.u i ve Fede r a l Pa r t y l cal I. toe ne"otia tio n . I n t h e

~ i r.n: 1I5 U. o ~ t he UOl' j ou r nal Isit _ . t he l u d e rshi p h <lld

d.c l <ll r e<1 t~t Va n Zyi Slabber t ' s a t te.pts at s e e k i n"

"c:ios ec- doo r t a U s " were onl y · anothe r a U eap t t o keep t he

brcoa d _ s s ot So"' t h At ricans o r t the politicd sraqe . - I t

... nt Oil t o say tlla t i f t here was allY lesson t o be 1ea rc"ed it

.... . t N t · you c a nnot neqoUate ' rcdo cas' ove r the he.ds o ~

the peopl . . .. ..

Wh11 . Va n Zy1 Sl &bbert a lld o t h. r pol1tica l

r .pee s entatives of do..s Uc ca pi t al .1qh t ha ve bsen _ re

.. i ll i".. to a ccept t he l e"i tiaacy o t the 1JDl'. a nd by

as ,,<><:1at ion t he AHC I SACP. t han i n 19 8 5 . t he fact t ha t the

troF l.ad.rship " as no w f ocus lnq s libs tan tia i a t tent i on a nd



'"
orqanizational ener9Y on WOO ing white capita l and political

Uberal,. bore t estilaQny to the defeat or any Qe nui ne notion
ot an ins \lrrectionlt ry imple....ntation of ' people 'S power' .

Th. UDF's s ta t ed tactics i n dealil\q wi t ll dollflstic

c a pital " e ..e designed to - ...d ntain the division- between

· s e c tio n, ot c.pita l and t he National Party· so as to
"neutra l h e sections ot t h e enemy camp or i ts alUes and
thus d i sloc a t e thei r a ttempts at uni ty, ··o This was d i rec tly

in 11ne with the ANC/ SAC P tactic o t i$o l a t1nq the a p ar t heid

req il'''t by b r inqin9 t oq _ t h e r tile broadest a n ti- a par t heid

f ront poss ible . Although the ne x t c ha p t e r wi ll dbcuu t hi s

tactic: IaOn fully, it I s worth pointinq o u t hu e tha t SUCh

an appro. eh (In followinq the t wo-sra qe theory of

r e volu t ionl allowed t o r .. c oncep t'u l divisio n b e tween

aparth.id and capitalh... The result ot this 'tac t i c' was t o

lea d to a strateqic dUance wi t h sections o f c a pita l

aqa i nst the apartheid state .

Indn·d, the question arises as to the strateqic

conceptua li zat i on of the r e s istance by certa in UDF leaders

f r o .. the very beqinninq. \Jor c;o-pru ident Albertina S iaulu's

stat. .... n t that "lead.rs try t o stop upr is ioqa. • . i t is the

qove rlUElent that wants upri sinqs, ". , raise s serious que s tions

a s t o where the l oqie o f national utlr s trateqy l ed. . Tha

he r oic, if so",etimes unquidsd and uno r qa n i zad, s t ruq qlas

waqed by those who al'lswe r e d the c a ll t o • a tllls ' wera

ce r t a inly not c a r r i ed. ou t t o I c hie"" a ne qo ti.red eeeereeeae

for a d erach111"d c ap i t a l i se . As one lea d i n'l cOIIIIIunity

. c t i v i s t put i t ; ·we beli.ved 01" war. Hqht inq no t just for

na t i onal1slll., b u t f o r s oeiai1l1l• • •,

However lIuch the na t i o nd s t r ue t u r " s o f t he UO. were

prepared t o accept a neqotiated sol u t ion, Botha and hb

sec urocrats we r a in l'\O lIlOOd fo r such aecol!l/llOdat i on . Havin'l

a l read y dash'ld t he insurrectionary hopes of the

1o.NC! SACP / UDF, t hey c onllWlllllated their ' vi c t o r y ' by

e Uec ti"el y banninq the l1DF i n February, 1989 . Much of their

a ttention wa s onc e a'lain focus'ld on the r e o i ena i a nd



internat iona l a r enas wher e they were facin'! s evere mi li t ary

and ec o nomi c ehall.. nge•. Ironica lly, i t w.n i n th.. . .. a r enas

where Botha and his s ..eu rocrat . W"re to f ace t h .. i r Wate r l oo .

The Log i c ot External Managemen t

Today in many part. ot t he c oun t r y , qover nmen t
policy r s drivinq people into res i stance t o a
s t a qe wher .. th .. y ar .. clamorinq ee r action . Local
l e ade r s ca nno t l aq behind t he people, o r they wil l
cea se to be leader. and the blind forc"s of
d e st r uct ion and reve nqe wi ll take over . But loca l
a c tion lIIust alway. be pr i ncipl ed, i n accordance
...H h the established policy and qenerd direct ion
o t t he na tio nal leadersh i p . No desperation, no
adventurism, but fi rm, r es olute and r evo l utionary
a ction . Tha t s ho uld b e t he wa t c hlo'Q r d o f the
op p r .. ssed peop le and their l ead e r s in t he
di fficu l t days ahead."

Central Commi t t ee - SACP ( 1 96 3 )

Eve n thouqh the above d irective s "'ere 'l iven in 19 63

t h .. y "'ere c e rta i nly "till re l evant f o r the ANC / SAC P o f t he

1980 's. After the ~ab"'e conference t he ANC/ SAC P ...as
p r esen t ed wi t h a si tuation ...h ieh, mor e t han eve r, c a iled t o r

' r eso iute and revolut ionary ac tion' a nd ieadershi p . There

could be no doubt that t he s t a tu r e and .ymbol s o f th"

ex ter nal i r e d movement were t he q uidinq l i qh t s of t he vas t

major it y ot thos e who tOOk up the ANC/SACP c aU to rta ke

South Af r i ca ' unqo ve r nab l e '. In t h i s reqard, t he ANC /SACP

wa s qre atly a ided by vitr iolic apartheid propaqanda d i rec t ed

a t t he 'communist terror i sts ' , and the associ a tio n o f

v i rtuall y any re.istance activi ty wi t h the external ized

move_nt . Al thouq h the UOf" wa s t he l e qa l o rqanizational

s tructur e to wh i c h they we r e at tached, the internal 'broad

mass' looked t o the ANC/SACP and i t s arl>ed ...ing MK t o h ad

the m, a nd p r ovide the.. wi t h t he ....a ns to r ea lize the v i .ion

ot ..enuine ' peo p l e '. power ' . lIow did the A1lC/SACP respond?

The f i r s t and eeee o b v i ous s t rate q i c r esponse of the

ANC/SACP wa s to issue t he call f o r un..overnability . Sen. i nq

the i ns u r r e c tio nary potential of t he i ncreasinqly miUunt
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activ1tiu of the black popu 14ce. the ANC/ SACP s t ra t e 9 i s r s

p rovided a powerful r a lly in; call to acti on . They e nco u raqed

the youth a n d o t he r .. r i ree ne e t o see themselve s as p art of

MJ<, e e k i n., the lInl"d stru<;'I <;Ile into t he t ownShi p s t r e e t s and

ilq a l n s t l oca l manifut. tions o ~ aparthe i d. Senior ANC / SAC P

s trateqists saw in t ll.h call II. wa y to qive 'stra teqic

purpose' to interna l t o na. t i ons and to uni fy dispa rate

s t eu"ql es aro \lnd II. v i s l on o f · pe o p l e ' . power' . AccordinQ to

NEe member and f onaer h ead of the ANe De pa rtment of

Poli tica l t duCllt i on Ra Y!"Ond Sut tner. "t he call to make South

Af r i c a unqo ve r nabl" was t he cor r ec t n taceq-i.e i n s i qht q iven

the oej e cr rve conditions a t the t i lle . · .. Simila r ly, ANC lI£C

and SACP Ce nt r a l Committee membe r Je r emy Cronin a"Ques :
The ..e akne s s o f t he i nt .. r na l qroupinqs (t hei r
s t re nq t h l ay 1n t he politi,;:a l s p" ,;: e ..hich they
cre a t e d), was tha t t he y fly i n a million diffe ren t
d i r ec t i ons . Th i s is ><l\y yo u need a char politica l
strateqy and a unif i ed po l i t i ca l fo rmation ..h i c h
s u r qic a ll y d irec t s t o..a r ds key tasks - t h i s is
..hat the M e successfully dia du r inq the 1990 '5
(e . q . the c al l to r unqove r nab i lity, the call to a
pe o ple ' S ..a r l - it eme r qed a s h eq e mon ic and
unHyin q a n d q ave s t ra te.. i,;: pu rpose to the u o r a nd
COS...1U- t ype st ru,;:tu r es . "

Rowev er, t here is a ai f f e r e nce between identi fy inq key

tasks t h r ough a clear politica l strateq y a nd 1lI1p l e rae ntinq

the necessary f o und a t i o " s to s upport and di r ect subseque"t

act io". As the Apr i l , 19 9 5 NEC statement had noted, for su,;:h

st r ateq i c: c a lls t o have lonq-te oo. effec t t here ha s t o be a

uni f i ed and discipli""d underqro u nd orq anization ,;:apab h of

provid i n .. such support and direct ion . The r e al ' key taSk ',

qive n the 'obj "ctive c:ondit i o ns ' , " a s t o combi" e a~ed a"d

mas s s t r uqq l e s ueee e t he po litical leade r sh i p a nd s t r a t eq i c

o r ga ni zation o f a n i nternal u nderqroul'ld . "'s muc h a s the

ANe / SACP provided a s ymbo l i c a nd org an i z at ional foca l po i n t

for internal r ..s i stanc.. , Ch"r" eeur e be no t eal hope f o r a

' s e i z u r e of powe r ' tb rou..h e e ececree i ve ' people's pow.. r ' a s
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10n9 as that foca l pe in t r emained predominantly
e ~ternalized.

Our1n9 t he heiqht ot the inte rna l resistance some
ANC/SACP s t ra teqist5. e auq h t up in the insurrectionary lOOod ,

pushed the ide a tha t 'people 's or qans of power ' , provided
t M bUi$ ot a ' d ud power '. It wu posited that th i s 'dua l

po,",ec ' leompe tin'l institu tions o f 90vernance ) wa s a d irect

ana i mmed i ate cha llenqe to the viability o f t he apar theid

stat"." IoIh i l .. t he re were de fin i tely nUllle rOlls e >c amples ot
internal ciVi c structures that succes sfu l l y chall enqed
apartheid "",choritin and co ntrol. such as the AleKandn

Civic Organiu r ion (i n Alexandra t owns h ip on the o u tskirts

of Johannesbucq l . these we r e ",dn ly a t t l'le local l e vel.

As p r eviousl y noted, conc eptual izat ions o f 'dual powe r'

at the na t i o na l l .wel asswned the i M ine n t or n"ar-t"nn

coila ps e o f t he adminlstrat iv" and c o"rciv" power o f t ne

a par the i d state. SuCh a persp"c tive was qiven added i mp<!tu s
by t he bel ie ~ , ,IS eKp rus ed by th<l NEe, tha t ~a l ong- l ast i ng

work sto ppa ge, ba e ked by o u r oppr" ss<ld eommun itie s a nd

s upported b y armed ac tivity, e an break th.. backbone o~ the

apartheid system and brinq t h.. regime to its kn....s. ~"

Thes" kinds o~ ANC/SACP strateqic a nd t a c tical

p ro ject i o ns provid<ld the background fo r the practical

act i v i t i e s and expecta t ions of the i n t e rnal r e s i s tance . Th e

" " t e n t o f t he externa li z"d FlNC/SACP and MK' s almos t
unque s t ione d moral au t ho r i t y and s ymboli c power r evea led

i ts" l f in t he cont" nt and character o f i n te r nal resistance :

th" you t h Olllllicked armed MK colllbat an ts in t he i r one-sided

bat t l "s wi t h the SADF, ' a rme d ' in ecs t cases wi t h sto nu,

molotov e oe k t a ils , and wooden AK-4 1 r ep l i c as ; worke rs

e mb a r ke d on stoppages, s t udent s r efus ed 'apa r t h"id 

c o nt roll ed ' s Chool1ng , and communi ties at tacked th"

' representatives ' o f aparth"id; at "ve ry ral ly,

demonste"tion, and fune r a l th" banne rs and symbols o f the

.'INC/SACP dOlllinat ed, eSp<lcially anythinq associated wi t h

Mand" la; a nd th" Fr ee dom Charte r becU1e t h" s t r u g-g l e



'"
' bib le', i t s ""gue l y worded <;ontenl;. a llowi n g ",yria d

i n t e r p r e t a eions and ,, 11e91..n<; " $ .
If a ll of th i s gave c rede nce t o the AllC / SACP 's claim to

be the ' s o l e l eqi t iNte rep r ueneative ' o f the ' oppre s s ed',

the n i t li le e wise confi rmed t ha t t he 'op p ressed' " Kpected

t h a t t he ANC/ SACP wou l d l ead t he m t o the prc lli sed ' s. i r ",r e

o f power ' land . IIhile s ome obse r vers ..19 ht dispute t his

perspective i t is e x t r e me l y ditti.<;ul t , g iven the pract i cal

act ivity ot those 'on the q r ol,lnd ' , to ma ke t he a r O;J WlItInt tha t

the b r oa d '"-u s was s trugqling fo r II neqoti."t*C1 libe ra t ion .

s"eh a view s eemed t o be t he preser ve of t he iUlC/SACP
l eadeuh ip. As Oli ve r Ta lllbo seated a t the heiqht o~ the

upr181n9, the ANt / SACP ' , .... 1n objective was net "a mi li tu,y

vic tory b u t to t orc e Pretoria t o the ne gotiatinq t ..ble . · ..

~hatever d iffere nces t here we r e over the 'lIIa i n

obj ective ' b e t ween Il.NC/ SACP l ea d ershi p, nnk-and-file , and

thei r .... s s base , t he way i n whi c h t he artl'ed struqqle

co ntinued to be prosecuted virtually e nsured t here would be

no i nsurr ...;: tionary se i zu r e of powe r . The theorll tical

pos ition ad op t e d by ANC/ SAC? str ate qists pos ited that the

armed .t ruq q le must Link up wi th qrass roots ....ss s t r ug g l " s

i n o rda r to c reate t he conditions fo r a 'pllople's war ' . As

the SACP ha d pu t it. to ·transfol1ll ' s i mp le ' ....ss upris ings

i n t o a l':Sle d upr isings,·" Oesp i t e t he substantial i nc r ea s e in

t he numbe r of MK a ttacks du r ing t h" up r is i ng"". they

continued t o be o"er whelming ly conf ined to s abotage

o pe r a t i ona . As auch . the de"elop ltll!nt of e uec ececu s i n t" r na l

arllled fO nll;ltion s b .. s ed amonqs t t he q enera l populace , and

l inke d with qrassroots s t r uc t ur e s w.. a minlll'lal. As One

stud e nt ..ctivis t in the Eas t ern Cape said . there was · ne ve r

eyeee....tic i nte q r .. tl.on o f t he III"SS lllO"ement Into the a med

struqqle . · "

The effectiveness o f MK wa s not helped b y

o rga nizational feudi nq ana ~rsonal r iva lr i es amonqat its

lea d e rs ...nd t he lac k o f interna l po lit i c a l and militar y

leilod enh i p capable o f q iving d i rect ion and p r ov idi n ..



s",ppu.. . ... All o f this ~lned to .nI1HI no bulc ChAn'll

in t hl peae U C: Al eu",l u ot A~ l e ti."1tY ~Ip.t. stAtld

scrAteqie 90<111 . Th. re weS l H t h l nd i c:.U on thlt t hl

s t r e t eqie . wi t eh frOll peotuet td 'l"" e e iUa wn h e. t o
. ns u rrl e t i onae y peopl. ·. wn had yi . l ded t he d.nrld

results . Th. i n c: r . u e<:! . eti."i U., o f MX did hevi A

liq ni!iea n t PSyC:llo l oqic:l.1 b lPlc:t cn t ile blac: k popu l.ae. t~t

'lav e the ANC/S,o..cP an i nval"ebl • .cbUi rin'l tool, and t lle n
. e tiviU.s c:ertlinly eontr1but.d to t ile qr o..inq peobl ...s o f

the aparthei el sute. However, II l onq as an e"ternalir .eI

M/C/SACP l ud.nllip a nd . t u t.'l y .nd tac:tie. quid.d MI<

peacti c:., th• • cop . tor d.".lopinq t h l co nd i tionl fo r . n

a rmed seirur . o t po>oee w.r' . "tr ...ly H a H e<:!.
lIl'Ieth.r 0 1' no t the Ac.ed I t r llq.. l . ..a l Seen al A

Ilressuee tActi e t o r even t ... l n . qotlAt iofl, o r ;II A w. y o f

re., U r 1n9 An a noed I . i ru r . o f pevee. tM e"tern.lU~

NlC ISN;:P we i , .cr . t han ....1' . r .lIAnt on feveeebl.

i n t e r na t i ona l cond itions t o ..i nn i n a .. t ab b _Unary

opt i on . In th t . r .... ee. . ... nt. tn the illte rn. tional .r. ...

durinq t he l . ce 198 0' s increAl inql y nar rowed. Ch. scope t o r

the u t. enaUy-base<:! ;lc t i " lt1., o f HJ(, afld set tile Icene for

;I ne" eound o f .ce OllOllO<!a.Cion.

-'lehouq" no o n. could I<now it ec t he ti.. . the co ainq

to pow.r Io n ene USSR o f Mn llAil ceee e e nev 1n U 8S sl.qn.11<1 a

sea cll;ln 'l ' 1n q l obal powee r el. t1o fls anel consequ.ntly in th"

AHC/ SACP ' s libe r.ti on stru'l 'l l • . Wi t hin . few z Oflt hS o f

t. l<iMj t h e 11. 1... . GotbaCllev " Ad ...eI. it clear Ch.t h. " IS out

t o f o r ce r . d l e Al eh.nqes i n Sovi . t dOlllestie 1I011cy . nd

fo reiq" r . la. tio nl . " SCeessinq the d"in fo c th. USSR t o
f r ee its.lf t r O'L ;I deb i li ta t inq Col d liAr ...n tAHty.

Ga r bech.v neede<i t o ce.eh aq c._ant ..i tll t he u nited St.tu

on anos r eduCtions i n o r d e r t o i "'9l._nt the _ s tie

retonos he .... desper.Uly ....",qllt . As p.art o f th i s pta"

Gor bedle v . l>d U!l i t ed Statu Presiden t an q. n ••t i ll. I e d lZld

Io n OCtober. 198' aqc:eeinq. UIlOtIq oth. r thi nqs . to t ry .nd
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hal t mi l i t ary lnterv~ntion and a s s i sta nc e t o favored a l lies
11'1 t he ' t h i r d world' .

For the ANC / SACP, WhO had com" to rel y heav ily on t he

Sovie ts and East GeC!llans ee r ",v" cytninq f rom pr inting

jour nal s t o mil itary tlard ware" , this deve lopmen t he l d out

t hree potent ial etfects: to drastically redu ce t heir abi li t y
t o waqe an ">l t a r na U r ad a rmed struqql ,,; to hu t en the

imp lementation o f their ....c ro·str at.'ly o f n" 'lo tiat ions; or
t o f oree the ANC/ SACP to tu lly coltlllit itsel f to an

int"rnally-based 'pe ople ' s WH ' . Th" Lnt option was a

remote p<lss i b llity, 'l i ve n p r evious Ly established p rac tie e

and the 1091c of t he off i c ially chosen nat ional libe ration
~tn.teqy.

I t was no surp ris e that the SACP formal ly welcomed the
Gorbachev chanq"s, sine", they had consis t e ntly supPQrted a n y

line f rom Mo s c ow. " Yet , wh.. t even the SAC P could no t

reees e e wa s th," impact o f thue e ha nQes on Southe r n Afr ;,ea.

Beqinninq in l ate 1981 Mqo lan qOlferrunent t roops launched e

la r q ,"-se a l e offensiv," a qainst lINtTA. As it had done s o ....ny

times in the p as t , the a par t he i d s ta te cam," to UNITA's

t e s e ue , and t here ensued a brie f mili tary standof f. Ilowever,

the apartheid s ec u r o c ra t s who had bec ome i ncreasinqly

confident of t heir military capabilit i e s . decided to push

ahead and attempt to .... It . southern Il.n Qo la .. pa rmanent UN ITA

fief . In t he p toc.ss t h . y hopad t o ,"nsute their hold over

Namibia and consolidate th"i t political sup reD.aCy at hom" . "

The milita ty c u p.. i Qn of tb. SAD r/UN ITA culJli na ted in

wha t 1s now I<nown as the ba t t l e ot Cu ito cceeev.. r e . Af ter

selte r al I!lOn t hs o f intense f19ht inq between t he SAOF/UlHTA

and Anqo lan qovernment troops bac lted b y thei t Cub..n allies

aro und th," 's t r a t . q i c southern Anqo lan t own o f Cuito

Cua na v a l . , the SADF/ UN ITA eeeee s ee cree teo , havinq railed t o

t;ol<e th. town . " Al t h ouq h th.te co ntin ued to b<! a miHtary

stllndof! donq the AnQol an- N....ibian borde r it socn became

obvious t hat the United St ates a nd t he USSR wan ted ..n e nd to

t he tiqhtinQ.
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I rmned iate ly follo wi ng the b a ttle, the United States a nd

the US S R began t o ho l d s e c r e t high- l evel ..eetinqs inve l ",1 n q

t heir respective SoUthe rn Africa cfU ciah. Chester Crock e r

a nd .>.n.. toly Adami ah in. ' · These Led t o .. serie s of furth e r

mee t i ngs b etween the Anqolans , Cuban$, and apa rtheid South

Af r ica over the possibi liti es ot. a .si gn e d agreement wh i c h

woul d guarantee si.multaneous " lehan.wa t of Cuba n and South

African troops rrClll Ango l a and Nami bia rupec t ively . Un d e r

i ntense pr e ssure from th.. United States and USSR t he sid e s

cu t a dut in December. 1988 i n New 'to r I< . The ou tcome had

i /llPOr t a nr repercuuion$ tor d L ' p l aye r s' in the r e gio n .

Th e New Yor l< ag reement sign a led a urit>us po Litical

s e tba c k f o r Both" and his s l!curocn ts. No t o nl y d i d the

Angolan s e t b ,,;k c ost t h e m dearly in t erms o f their At r i kaner

p o li ti cal base", bu t t h e i r do.,inance ot t he . r u ling National

Party wa s IlIOn than ever un der at t ack t r o.. !DOre ' mod e r a t e '

e luents . Althouqh Botha and hls eec uec c eee s had suc c e e d e d

in crus h i n q t he inte rna l upr l slnq a nd seri ously d iHupUng

t he ANC/SACP's a t t emp t s a t c ond u c tin g e x ternal querrli la

warh r e , t h e y had ne ver who lly grup..d t he po litical and

e conomi c r e alities ot aparthe id cap i talism. continually

b e liev i nq that t he y could r etain absolute white po litical

domine nc", whil", gradua lly incaa sing e c o nomi c opportun i ti",s

t o r t h .. blac k ma j o r ity , t h", Botha qovernmen t was blind t o

the ne..d t o r pr e - e llp tiv e political a CCOlldlOd a t i o n that mi Qh t

secure a truncated white politica l r o le but which would

preserve capital is.. . Even though no one cou l d hmly predict

what wa s qo i nq t o happen , the ' mo d",r a t "'s' t hat we r e no w

kn ock i n q o n the door o f National Party power could not but

hca the r eali ty t ha t h a d escap e d Hr . Botha a nd hi s

p r adecessors . '"

Fo r t h e ANC/S ACP the d ea l meant c l o sin g down all ot its

bases in Angola. lUr....d y fa r awa y from th.i r country, MX

c a d r e s WOUl d now have to r e trea t e ve n furth .. r t o places li ke

,anzania, Zubia and Uqanda . fhe armed strugqle had com",

f ull circl e. fhe di s location a t t housa n d S ot MK c a dres



r es ulted i n s e rte ce prot:llems for t he ANC/SACP . As mi~ht have

been eltp oe c t ed the r e was wi desp r ea d delllOral l :ation within MK.

no doub t li. nk'!d t o repo r ts tha t t h'! or~an i r a t ion 's security

depar tllloe n t, Mbo l<od" . was r unni nq alll,,1< o nce a~ain . " In

add it ion, the New York a~reefle nt made i t c lea t that the USSR

was no l o nqer wl 11inq to suppor t t he at1l'led 5t ru'lq l e of t he

ANC / SACP . "
The s e deve l opmen t s r'!presented flore than j us t a severe

body blo w to the hopes o f MK r ank- and- f i l e a nd movemen t

..1lit"nt s. They s1q nahd the cons UDUllat e d lo~ic of t he

ANC/ SACP's ex te rna lly bas '!d st ru~qle for nat i ona l

hber" tlon. Havinq cons istently adop ted a theor y and

st rateq y t ha t r esulted i n an externall y - d r1 ven a~ed

n ruqqle whos e raison d'etre was t he seizure o f power , and

whos e pra ct i c e miti qaced a qa 1nst t he development of a

pol it ica lly o r'lan i r ed and arlled i nternal unde r qround. t he

ANC/SACP was c auq h t out .

Even t hou'lh t h e PoNC / SACP had i n s tiqa t ed a specif i c
p l an , Opera t ion Vul a" . to bu i.ld up t he i nternal unde r 'lro und

In the l" t e 19 80 ' s , the activities a l ready unde r wa y o n the

in t e r nat ional and dolllest i c s cenes made i t ex t r eme l y lik"l y

tha t t h e AAC / SACP would choose t he r ou te which s eemed only

10'l ic,, 1 - accollllOO<!ative neqo tlation.

T he dec"de of t he 1980 ' s , e ve n wi t h a ll its libe rat ion

struqq 1e permutations , had s een t he ANC/ SACP achie"e a

heqemo n ic pos i t i on as repre s entative o f t he ma j o r ity of

South Afr i cans bo t h 1n5ide t he co un t ry and i n t e r na tionally_

However . t he s t rateqic c ha r acte r o f t he ANC/ SACP' s approach

to armed s t r u qq l e a nd t he o nqo i nq s etbacks (t>ot h i nte r nal

and i n t e r natio nal ) aHec tin'l its ability to pose a serious

mi litary t hr e a t to t he apartheid roe'l1me , had s e r ved t o

fll r t h"r s rrenq then an i ncreasin'l1 y o ve r t politi cs o f
ac collUllodarion th r ouqhollt t he 1980 · s. As a resul t, it wa s the

t e rrain o f i n t erna ticnal poli.ri<:s (a nd ca pi t a ll t ha t t he

ANC/SACP incr eas inll1y tu r ned t o c!lI r i nq the 1981) 's for the



".
<uHut1o n o f ttl st a ted 90.1 o f l'I_ t lo1'111 lib.ution f o<

the' t U n. t e r ot po" • • to thll paop l . ' .
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p,u su, .., ,~. Nlt / 5AC' wen _ 11 • .,u. ,~ . t 1to """ ' <l v o povo r n.d yo t
u ... . .. t ed l n t u n.Uy .
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" Th• • puth i d .. tho.1 t 1.. ..... q . u tl y . 1d . d i o t~. ;' , t ook 01
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• •• J.d." " Ip u "tu l uly t ne eld. rl y) who ..... .. ""hoppy wi t n t n. 'oerei.".
".>: J... und by tne . oat. d .

10 t n• • u . o f I nlla ~d ... loaCer Ga " na Both.lou , t". n . ..
_ ••1> 1. '0 _ " p u la" ton U ;... by .u<nloq In ~", into 0 .t ~n".lly

lu. e d .u«<>qo,. ""'i. t" o".~" b ly .ouqnt t o ._t t h.. . OOt ,.lIs..' o f the
AIIC/SACPlUOF and p... ...... ' hlu tIllt u.. • t"rouqn 0,,,..10 to ,ur el otn. i.c
lda n tUy. Fo t 0 . o..,••ha"oi"" .......nt o f 'wt h*l..i .nd nU I n ka t .
move ""," t ... Huh , G.o'6iIa lIu ' ha l u i ' thi .~ .....h 0 II<>"Dl . Ag.""'.
I"'nd oo, l ed P.... , 195'I .

''T". ' QnI>o n th. AIle ' "&mp&1';1n con. i.sr .d l u q. l y o f full-po o•
.....spo!", r ad"" rt h _ot. to k•• out ..y t llO UO F oo..ono! h . oa"hi" tn...
c o. t. ,a. , "~ t ho ou n,u o f und•.

"F<I ....... n (l 9!1l , ,.61.

'~. '.rm d• • i...d i.t s me••l nq f . ... tO~i."lnq t". ~'O' t Omr.e.
ood e ...to l (...ao'~q .tle,;.no l l.

" As . H ed In Fd_~ U 9U l , , . n.

" en u q . , lo t .. '''' f ated thu • • ct!.on s o f t". YOF • • q1ooa l and
n..J.o o&1 1. ....n"1p, " uU' Q!.a rl y _.n o f tn. u or a fh hat.c Mot d
I ""J. .." t onq,... (Kl tl II.&<! l o d . '''1>01 ' t o anfo... th. ;' < pu t i t ul o<
p..s p .tU......nd s ..a t 09i c H n l ell. i t .... . 1&i.-O, c_ f ."",
'Iod :l.vi du . h 'n u.I. ' U •• ~ I j ol~ed tn. KI t • .0 ey . y.. were
op. n ed. .• , · IIo rl< 1n 'r<>9UU , Ko .1 5 IJune, 19911, pp . 10·11] .



'"
" roc ..~l•• Sdo... I'Iow~u, w~o '0' oft <~ . natLond ...",,,Hvo 01

t ho lIue, ~u explOlned tU l no bility o f tho klIC/ SAC P / UOF to build ..
oohou_ u n" " 'JIG" n" .. . tho <Iiueo u • .,1t of tho Glll.cU'" condlt'o• •
present du • • nq tho aid-loco '0. ( Sal .... Ho..U'. lnterv1 . .. " it l> , ..'hot ,
Hoy Un l .

" stne. tho I nS u eu t<lc u ' tt.ckdo .... South Ah le•• do.u U t
c opi t Ol h.<l o Hoct1vely .ph' in to .... 0""'P0. f h tho Afcltonu-
<1-... . ...<1 • • c U o n' of " op' '' l ....1el> _.o-or-l .,pport..d tho " t ho
qo...... c ntM n t 10"" ,ubu"I"ontly bon,Budl, o nd t h. p..d<>al, nutly trl</lioh
opu U nq ..cHon o f cop.Ul eMe continuo<! to pursue 0 noqoU..ud
....le...n. <lu !.,!"",,; to ' '''1'1-.000 0 <lor-calind .opitallo.. .

" Loaqo <1 S"I, p.'. Lodqo e nd oU " • ., ch UCU OO as . ..o n . t.,
quno. " 1> 1<••"ppo« in • ""taU f tone arou nd tho .011 l o c no.;ot>UUn. -

' '\IDr , 'Convention ,ullon.o , · l . i . ... 1. Ho. l IH" v..,b ... . 1911>.
p ,2 0- 2 1,

" l b i .. . , p. U.

,,~ '1""'.01 I n Marx 1I 99 2>. p . llS .

"Mz nel. H. yeIt1 . ". i n. ...vi . .. ..l.t~ ....,," • • ""t " bu 1991 . ","y.lth "
... . . l inq C~i.y o.q. n1 z•• 1n t~. J"h£nn••b~.q t " wn." . p of
AJ.• ••ndu . nd lou t ~...id.nt ,, ~ .... AJ..und,. Ch i" o" . nU.Uon.

· ' SAC~. · SU ' ....nt o f .... C.n...l Coooniu•• "r tM Scu '''' Afn".n
'""",,,nUt ' ...y . " Tn. AItic.n ' """",, ni .. <L" ndon' A;> .U/Ju..... U~J'.

pp . ' ·lI .

" Ro..-nd su" "" . 1"u.vi it....tho• • l<Ovemb., J.tn .

..J .....y C. o" in . , " ....viz n" n"'''' ' Octob... 1992.

" s.. AJ. u H" " i n1nl . ·l> u&! po... . . nd ttl. ceu.ion of p. " plo' .
c~tt.u,· S."hobo IAp, ii . nUl , nd 11..14 . " av.U d l n, p.opl.', w... •
Seeh.b. ,sep . _ at. 19U>.

/o.S .. (1 l ".co_ "l. .. In . ". duc~..i,," of NlC/ SACP In,.,n.'',,n&!
.ctivity i" .". nut "".pto<. t " " . we "y in .". lud. .....;. p .i..le•
....0 n. _, .". ..01 "'. i ...~n••u on..y p p.cn_. o~ ,h.i••<><U ."0_'1.'. 'Mo"Uvltiu ."d p.on"..n,,_n•• o f this , .oup _ • • n pot.0' NlC/ SAC! i n u . nal p . c p. , . nd . . .... fo r u 'h. p.cpl. !i. ,ht i n 'll l< cu' on
,~. '''''''. ...i p . t <.... _ • • conc..".d. t .... AN. / SAC P .... eooo;>h t .ly
c~tt«:l 'c ° '••l zu u c ~ pc..... • • nct . c... v.,u. n"thn of ° n"'lotioted
, ...In, o f po... . .

· '...,.c <198 5 '. p .2 . t~u 0. 11 l ,,,,,<.........b.ton.i.l pow.' '"l oyed
b y t .... . p . ...... id • •ate " ad b..n ,h""" in the pu t • • he . to • • ',
adloi.nistu'lv. nd coe ".. " o!>"citi.. _.e not n.i ouzly a f r ..etod by
wo.lr ..op p.,u. who , ••U.c'. wo •• _ .. fel. by doIooo.t,c c.pi..l , thu••
H . u,," ° " . U _ u t o ...."'" . ny "cpt o~ btln,i", • t .... <.qiDlt eo 1<_



'"
~n..s ' ~h. H,.e4 "_ ,,none wo~14 of n""u H ey h."" to • • "ouo1y
"holhMe tllo • .-d fo~o.. of 'h" spat. ho l.d oU t •. GLven the AIle / SAcr ' ,
inobUity to Launoh ",,,ell mot. ohon 0 Ualtod millo.tV "I".u thro uqh 11I< ,
.ueh " 0011 ...... Dod . tn- l.tche4 .M 1",..po n..l>lo.

" ' i no nc i . l Kl i l (J o l\onnu bu r q l , 11 Juuuy, l'$6, .. quoted in
Lodqo ( 191$ 1 , p.2 50.

"u.c, 119161, p .) .

"rtOlll 19!5-19U tho nwnl>u of I'<l( . tUo~. in.l~ o h. oo"no.y
ine . ....d d ......tiuLLy OVO ' p • • vious yo.... r Ot oxu;>l o In 19U MK
1.ounoh..d. 2U <>tU ok•• &l_.. H"" .1... 1rlOU thon in lnl . A1tho"9h , ''
of t h . " ..e .. di.eo••d u non-milHuyl.trU.'ll" .uooe., th" von
'""1o.1'y e on t 1n. " d t o • • p.....nt ,s"oto9. "p..s U.n. on U''i'''' Hn kO<! to
.pu,held inatHue .\ono end o;onlIIInieU!Ono . IS.. B<lrnll (1990 1, ehp.l l.

"L.on9& h t s, I n . u v ;' _ with o" t ho . , Oeoobu 1992 . Uta wu ..
• oude n o .. lUlod.. lJniVu U oy 1" t~e tu..t " e . p. d"""9 ,~. ,..d-lat.
UIQ' s . 1.... b.c.,....n9 • 1.od."9 !Ae ' . nu U . c t WlL, H. h p••, antl y
Wi t ,w. t o . , ••nd IJ e honn e , b wt 9 ' ~.9.en.L 5.c••'. 'y of ODSATU.

" F" . d1sco"ion , ef the . i val rie s .nd f . ud, , .. Blh' • hch . bo
, L9 92 ) . pp ,L'6-1I1 , Thy pein t ""t t~ot th. ov.n9. , o <v . ..L U ... ef.n
HK c.d.. in' ide t " e . " on t t y ".. ,t><>"t 'ix "",nt " •. Jere",y C. onin , 9 i vI" 9
• "e<><l ..."'!'1. of the need 10. i nte .... l o<"oniu.ion, de.oubo<l he" an
HK o. d re " 10,, " a' .~leyed .... Uchnioi.n .n ...n,itiv. gev........n t
in't.Ll.ti.en in p..teri. ".cI to Uu the ceon«y oftu a lI.ine. bomb
ot""~ "" t"l i n. to U I ..o n , poinnn9 e " t that t ~. ood•• ¢O" l d Ita".
POtlntUUy di""pUd thl I ntire ,n'toU•• i e n by o,in" h i ' t.cltnic.l,
" n ewl . d91 te p.....nenUy d,",",,,. ,.n,lt....q"l_nt , .. pott o f ~U l O"
d.suil'Uen ( J I ..fOye<onin • • n t « v ' .w wH " o"oho t. Octol>o. 1992 1,
51.... LAtLy. intund oc U vl st J Aok Lowi' talls e f he w l o c d KH reor" it .
o ~..n d1Ore,,"d'" Al _ n t Ary ..""....y p.e.O"' l o no oy. for U U 'p1e,
Ie. e pi n " hand " ••n.<l<t. " nd•• tltd. b.d. (J.t le ~."I< . i n tl . vi . w wit lt
. u t ho r , Ha y 19921 ,

" Go . ....h.v', •• ferm .g.ndo, pop"L..ito<l by the Itus..on to.,.. "I
' p e . e ...t<oi ko ' ,tid ' 91.."o,t' , o..enlibly '0"9h t t" rev. ... the """ oel.c
. " " " AtiO" . nd politital in.. t ia t hat thaUct. ri..d 50 VU . ,0eloty . ~i .

p tcq<iI.>l al.o . ppH . d te Sovut-doel.n...d test.." Eo.op. , "".ba"hn'.
i d u was t o A,,~U.h t " i . t"rO"9" tha ••v.t.HuHon of the .11-
po.... rful C_nUt fattV• • st roU<JY that l ad to ••op -<lo><n att_t . t
......9 i"" the .¢Ono.... c and poli.ti.:o l chaco t". t follo~.d. Go'''.''''.v'.
po11ttc••" . "rod tlt&t t " . 'poopl.' o f the UU It did not 10.-....ch sa y i "
t". ch.ngas that d.1d u k. p!at• . t n. " . d t ". P""." of ' ''''. ''9. ' enlY
• • rv.d t o privi.l<:<J. t he a 1o• • d y ..i ' <;"9 . lit. as ...H ., .....11 layer
of a n aspinnt """ t Vao U 1O And I nU rna t i e nal CApi tol (W. l ting 1" tho
wi " 9' ) . As it t" tnad out, ...nt••00" o...r toel< Gotboth.v ' ''d 010 ...naq.d
'tnnsitien', ...n t"';ly f e « i n9 hill. f rOll. pc_r .

"Ovet tht y.er. tn. AllC/SACP " .d " ••" t ....ad wi t h 9. " ere ' it y "y
th.ir ' " o_ " U t ' ft i a ""l . hlid•• ailitoty ttaini"9 . n d hardw• • • • t ho
.....C/SA<; . liad sent h"ndt ..... "f it. _at. f o t h!9".r .d"oot i "" , .nd .oan



".
~>~en he. ~~c e.. to pc."un" htHi".. foc pe opo,,_ r>d. purp. ... . Th e
"""""lo U..., d he. o f th." ti u on the M <.:: / 5I<CP .hou l~ not b.
und.... . , .... U<1. In addition to • hUvy <10.. of $td i nlH. polit i cal
onoo ry u d ......n . the .....e/SACP u cueity <lep..o-o e ~.. un lo",unouly
• 9_ Hed ene of n ehnu. _thode of a. e U . " " 1<0 d U Unt, .. th•
• "ents i.n An"o l ' a nd in .h• • , Lot. 1910', o ntl eo ."""I'd .

" 'Wne t hu , t ho 5.u ono" in"uion o f Cn chollovoH. I n 19U
oe t ho .... <l>.thov · P Ol k. · of tno 19 10 ' • • t no SAC' hod no doubt
ptove" t h. i< <<<<lontl d on ot><'diont <o.....nist a lly o f MO' e ow.

" I t is ",,<tn not inq tho. t no ""91 nn1"" of t n. 3A1l P OI.Ili.tuy
0_ &1 9" I n ""qcla 00=«0<1 ..oo"d tho ..... ti_ t n... t1,. ' pHthold
.ute b enn.d t ho UDF l feb , uaty , lUl l . Fot tho tllOat do . ..10<1 otld
' n t ...... n9 .nc .... '" o f tn. Sou t h " t U CO" IrliH taty .O"'l'd",,. I n IInqol e
l d e n" • • o. UMI 'U ,I e nd the role o t so Cll r i t y 'h. wl<.' in t h e io~u "'h1 ~""

~OV""I'U' ne Ell l.. 4"" Se~h. b4 ( 1992 1. pp.LU-L90 ,

" 1h........'!" . nt rationd1uHo•• of the SAllY tOt .he1< dorn .
Sirror ttlose that ~._ o~t of u. Unit.d Stat.. ",,"11tuy oru . V.4<n... .
Ci tinq .tI. h~t . ha t . h4y d ,d nOt ."'PLoy tl1. .. f~ll = 11tary ",," ~ht, the
'h'llf h.. 4tUmpt od to ob.~~u the .,!"a11y i"'l'orUnt tatt tl1at ' 0 do ' 0
~a. p" li. ti t.Uy i lllpo..i ble . 111e ,etor.c .." u p eru n t od the har. h
, ..11 .y ot th.ir."", . lo~an t h a t ' h . t .... o f to~nt..- ,.vo l ~ tlo, 4U
' WU ty petee... ..11.uy a f1d • • q ht y puc n t p"UUcd .

" Colin 8u.ely , • ...eto... I n H' ..oritd Poup.tHvo, · i n AJ...
Call i 'Ute. e el. , $. ' _ . '1 Ap.It ' h . i d ."" C.pit• .u_, Co"...r u, i.na w.it h
Scut tl A~riea " S..i ali.t. ( Lon<:lo n , _ 'a.",•• , 19 9Z). p . 92. 1h. Un"'"
SU tU ...<1 10"<;1 bee" p w' h1"<;1 tat a "'"<;Ie H .w'" tho withd rawal o t
c ut>. n U<>cp. t._""''lolA an<:l p o t .nt i al. Sowth ...tt lt.n ....hd t . w.1 from
" ......b.. . f o r hi , p. rt , Go.baehe v.o d""". ' u.. w4nu d to q.t out of the
Col d liar '"U' , oovi n9 a 9,..t <:1041 of _".y an <:l ",.ptOv,n9 r.1 4Oion . wLt h
, h. capitdiot w.... 4nd i n p4rtltulat the u.it.d SUt.. .

"'I'll... h 4d drudy b.qun a >1 ..b1. ..o<I.u. o f eonUlr"" 1...
J.!r l k4n.u f r o," , h. " .ti onal Perry i. t h o 1917 e14tt ion•••nd t he
fd hre Ln .....'10 10 ,"UO' h4ve only . x4totbated t he '.'1" ....'1'1 .... y
Atuun. .. thn t he u ti on.1 Petty toold no 1.0'19. ' 9 u. u n , .. t hU.
poli tic.1 . nd . co nomie d~n.nt• .

...... • hi. point t he , . wu .0 ' nd.l.c . ' i o n ot u .etly who d l o f
' h... '_..at • • • w... 0' ,h. u t .", of t h.it p o_ _ ....h i n t he _. tio . a!
, ..ty . On••OU « . p o..ts to t he f.e.o, of ·p<Oqn.ltte '.fotllll. . ..• t not h.d
b.~ <>Omi n4n' ol t h i n tho unk. ot t he p<>wett~l 4nd ••er. tive Ahna...
I r o. <:le t bond It he t u ltu ra llpo U t1 t . 1 ot q n l Ut10n o t 1oo<li"9 ...hit.....
pe reo• • lL tt.. dodit.ted t o pr. ..rvin9 Afri ko.e, ' t u ltOt . ' . nd
po UUtoll . con OllUt power l . So. IIob. .. Seh<i... Adep t 0' Di. , Tho I:nd o~

.... i t . PoUti.. .. Scuth ALt 't. IH. w Yor k : l"o,<:I f ounda t i o n , l U ll , p p. ' 7 _
U . IIh4 ' w.. ObVLOU' thouqh , w.. th4t if ! o t h. <:Iidn't 4et '00'1 h.
wouldn · t ~. atOun<:! tor lnnq .



'"
"SU £11;.•• sa"". .. . !lU ll , pp .19 l ·IU. Then u~ho ," .L.o ehilll

t h.t there _ r e ."". t o nt ~hintl fro.. <a,, _- and - h h .Px>ut the
" .'''eraU• • <1<1 O" d ol"><:""o OO• • V\Ot of 1I.19,,· .. . k109' AIlC/ SACP 1.. <1... .

n. " ,unt o f Ml>o kodo '. per.noh tH1Ialocl a nH wHh t ho un..
of Nr:c ...oIIbe . Pallo Joed•• (U _. quie tly <.ol. ..o<:Il. Into,uUnqly ,
.1o,d• • tin d .oys bu on 'i""op.n';• • ' .00101U" « lUod of
tho Stdinh e P.o. t l ••• o f tho SACP . On. youn<J ...l h h.. tttl'led ."
I U t .. o f tho J.II<:/ S,l,CP a t th i . ti_ .. ' . 90"'''1 law of tho j u n<j'h '
(Kl.th ..al , ...h " Interyt . .. wi t h ".t llo<, October lPH I.

"ThiS ,h"vld " ..vo bu n 0 p erU.,.l ..i y M<O" 1>10w l o t tn. SACP
Oin•• ttloy hU alw. y . beho"e<! t ho< e M " ""1OH . " USSR ""v i el no"",
o" .ndon the South Af t i t.n .ovolution . And yo. t h. SAC P oontinuod to ho l d
" 9 t h o USSR ,,, t ho ' ,otldiot _01', I t ....d d tox. tho ,:!i.outoq rauon
of ' h . Sovi.. _iu ~nd t&.... n Europo to fin.lly to«o tho SACP t o
cone to <lana ~1t1••uln~ .

"opo"Uon Vul c u, phn de up by ..loc mbou ot
tho NEe .nd PllC t o b"il<t "l' .ho 1M..... i ~n<to<qro~nd . .o..IthO\l<;h t h. <o or.
s t Ll} no o Uicld .o",co. vot .v.ilable on tho op U on. I t i. c l ...
h t o'CO"nt . l soe 1<,0..110 . I" ' , ~nd EllU lin ) th.t
tho '1.a ~n to P, o Vi d . 0 ..... tntuna! poH t .\.cd l u d u . h 1P onet to
"cur. or.os coC. n . Th o opu.Uon " n c"t .ho" in 1990 th.ou<;h
expo s " ... b" . bV t hen i t .... q"cst>on.bls wh...or 'ho cl51<CP
le. de rship h.d on v doslu . 0 uti li.. ""~<lV" i t hod no qo<t to
~CCOlnplhh .



CHAPTER 6

FOURTII P ILLAR, rrrrx COLUMN',

TilE INTE IUlATIONALIZATION or THE S TRlJGGLE:

The lonq-standinq crisis o f ,p,rt heid c,pi-uh".. which

had pro1l ided the structural b": k<;l round for both t he ,cUons

of the ,partheid state and enese who struggled ' <;I ainst it,
was causinq partl cularly serious problems by ",id~1985 . The

d f e <; t s of So utll Afr i-ca's i n<;reasin q dep",noence on .." urn,l

f inance capital, the i n t e r nal u pri- sing, , no Sotha's

repres s ive brinl:mansllip had colrlb ined to c r e a t e , s ituation
i n wh i c h the ,p,r the id s tate f aced , r evo l t frOlll 'wi- t hi n ' ;

r.ot i n th", political ,rena , but f rom lead i ng s ections Of

dome stic capital and intern.. t i o n .. l fin ..nce e..pi t al. Ilav inq

bene f i t ed handsomely from decades of ..partheid policies, but

d s o hM'ing r ea l i ze d for s Ome t i me t he ne e d fo r s uos teoc t ve

deraocialization of tile s ys tem, t he s e capitali sts we re now

l oo k i n g for an indication t lla t tile Botha qove rrunen t wo uld

collUtl i t a s ",l f t o serious r e f o rm ..e a s u r es .

At t h e Na t a l Nao tio nal Party co ngres s in AU<;l ust , 198 5

Botha proved t lla t he and his s e e u r o c r a ts had not l e ao rned t he

bot t o m line Of c aop i t d is t survival, Ue~ibi lity. As an

e~pect ao n t domestic and inte rnational ' aud i ence ' ...e eeeee,

Botlla bas icaolly told t he wor l d to go to he ll. SUtinq t ha t

Ile wa s "no t p repaored to l ....d wh i t " South Af r ic ..ns . .• on ao

r oad t o abdi-cation and sUicid,," he w.. rned the apa r t h e i d

s t ao t e ' s critics not to "pUSh uS too h r .- ' Le..ding do....stic

cap i t a l i s t s i mmed i a t e l Y denounced the qove r~ent's position,

p'lblicly c a ll i ng for the scrappinq of s t a t u t o r y r ac i a l

d i scriminaotion and tile beginning of neqotiations (wi th

l eg i t i N t e black le ' d" rs) ,ilfted ,t power shuing. ' M:o re

i ll.por t a nt fro", the ,p'r t lle i d state 's pe rspectiv" tllouqh, was



'"
the s u bse quent deci s i on by .... jo r i n te r n a tional ban h to c all

in qoverronent deb t . By cetustnq to r o llover So u th Atrica' s

Sh o r t -tem d e b t. international fi na nc e calli e .. l ser i ous l y

e x a c e r b a t ed a n a lread y deep " <: o n Olll ,, c r ists. Th e Botha

q-Overnrnen t t empo n .rUy s hut down t he Jo hannesbu rq Stoc k

EXCh a nqe and i mpos " d a mo u t or i Ulll on the pa yme nt o f SOl,lth

Afri ca ' s ene ee -e er.. debt, which had !loa r ed to over seventy
p e rcent of South Af r ica ' s totaL eeee of 524 a l lHon, ' Th i s

in tur n s parked a virtual -r eee ee - on i n terna tiona l l oans ,

wi t h Uni ted Sh.U ls banks leadi n q the Wll Y. ' The South Afr i ca n

S t r u q " l .. n ai.n haa SOli!! new passengers on boa rd .

The P..., s h t or Negoti a t i o ns

Althouqr. South JUr i c a n capital had consistently i ssued

v e r b al broads ides " qains t the ANC/ SACP, der idinq the

o rgani zation fo r i t s · soc ia list ~ outloo k , ' i t d i d no t ta ke

10n'1 f or thelll t o put aside thei r fea rs . With i n days o f the

loan f ree r e a delegat ion o f l e a d i n'l r e p r ese n ta tives o f South

A.fr i c a n lO.O no poly capita l, le<! by lIn'llo-Me rican chairman

Gavin Rdly, journe yed to Lusa k a t o con f e r with the ANC/ SAC P

l e a de r s hip l e d by Oliver 1ambo. · Cooune ntinq on t he me etin'l

i n a n add r e ss on ANC/SAC P .'\adio Freed om, Pr es i d ent-Genera l

Ol i v er Tan.bo s t ated t hat it had been the "ar:ned struqqle~

l:ha l: had fo r c ed ReUy and cOlllpany t o Come to the ANC/SACP.

Tam.bo continued:

The y also wa nt t o re t o rlll the a pa r theid sys t..,. in
such a way t hat the end result is a sys t em that
s ecur es t he ir b usiness bu t is ..inus racial
dis cri mi na tio n . And that i s what t hey a r e looking
for; a syste m that fa lls s h o r t of t he stipulations
o f the Fre e d om Cha rter but moves a way t r o m a
system that ~h:r ive s on vio l ence a n d p r oduces
counte r-violence . We ll , we do ee e t h i nk t hat s uc h
a system i s d i t t ere n t . '

Wh i le t h is was a co r r ec t a s SesSme n t ot the a 'lenda of

tnonopoly capital, T<lJllbo "'a s t a l kin'l to .. co nverted audience.

Even though the AAC/ SAC P leade r s hip p robab ly '1enuinely



".
desire d the f Ull i mplelle " t ation o f t he f reedom Cha rte r, t he

logic: er i t s OWn ' na tiona l eeecce..tic ' conce p tion o f
struqqle coup l ed ... 1 1' 11. the e co nOlliC vaquene s s o f th", Charur

wo uld find common q r ound wi t h " derac h lized capitali sm . A$

t o r Relly and company. t he y ca me a W1l Y with a c hanqe d

pe rce p tion o f the ANt / SACP , Co....e n t i nQ o n the South Af rica"

Broadcas t!n" Corpo r ation Rad i o , Rd l y u id that he had the

i mp re" s i o n tha t t he AIlC/ SAC P was no t " t oo ke e n " to be s een

as "ma r xis t . " and t hat he felt t hey Il.ad. a qood undeutandinq

Ho t t he nee d tor fr ee enterprise. · ' Al though t he ANC! Sll.C P

l e ade r Sh i p see ..ed a bit unsu r e abou t acceptinq the f o r me r

' e nemy ' s' bona li.des". it wa s obvious that South Af r i c a n

monopoly "ap ital now ~ hcuqht they ccurc dul witll the

ANC/ SACP .

Fo r de~ades the ANC/ SAC P had bee n ~king c al ls tOI

business. <> n d whites i n ge ne l al . t o j o i n the 'struggl e

aqa i ns t ap <> rt he id' . Now that it appea led t ha t t he ~al l had

be e n answe led, t h" orqanil:ation ha d to dea l wi t h two new

do....st i~ ~onstitl,lenciu; l e ad ing s ections ot s cuex At l i ca n

tnOnopoly c ill p ital a n d white politica l opinion. Mo r eove r , on

the i nte l n ill tionill l sce ne the ll,NC/ SACP tOl,lnd its e lf wi t h t wo

lllOre power fu l eeee e i ecenee that i t cou l d no longer di s miss

with rad i c al rhetoric .

Inter national c apita l ha d jus t g i ven the AlfC/ SACP a

huge b oo s t by thei. l i ns t i t ution o~ U nanc i a l s a nc t i o n s On

the a p a r t h e i.d state , and t he United Sta t es go ver"",ent .

through the 1986 Schult z r e po r t , ha d conc l uded tha t no

l<>st i n g solution i n South Af l ica w<>s poss ib l e witho u t t he

p<>rt i cipation of t h e ANC/ SAC P . " United States

Undersecretary of S ta te l\.nI.acost cemented the new app r oac h

by r e c o gn iZi ng t hat the ANC/ SACP wa s now vie we d as the

" legitima te vo ice ot eee blac k cOll'llllunity. "" At the s &/lle

time tha t their ne W constituents we r e c alling to r

nego t iat ion s . t he ANC/ SACP waS still issuing t orth with

st lide nt c alls fo r a n i n s urre c tiona r y s e i I l,l t e of powe :::. The

o r gan i l:a t i o n had some serious choices t o make . With t he



'"
po t ent ial fo r ove r t hrowing- t he apa rthe i d s t a u by force

r eced ing, and i n t he ex t erna li u d envi ro nment with i n wh i eh

Dlost o f t h e l"ad e cship op e r a t e d , i t on ly se <!med na t ura l that

t he ANC! SACP woul d t o n<;; en t t"te mere e fto rt a nd . ne t q y o n t he

in t e r n. f l·cnal tron t .

The fir st indica tion o f how t he JUlC/ SACP was go i ng t o

r e spond to t he c all s f o r n " 'l o t i a t i o n came a f t e r t he IIl. i t by

t he COlllJllonweal t h ElIIi nen t P e r s o n . Grou p (EPGl to South Af r i c a

i n ea rly 1986 . Th e £FG, a ppoin ted b y the Co mmonwealth States

( fo n ne r Briti s h co loni es) , i nc l ud e d perso na lities such as

tO nl'er Ni g e r i a n Pres ident 01115" '1110 Oll ll ...njo a nd f o nne r

Austr alian prime Mi n i s u r Ma l c o lm r U5<l r . Atte r the i r vis it

t o South Africa . whe r e the 'lrollp wa , g i ve n a dec idedly cold

r e c e p t i o n b y the Bo t ha gover runent. t ne EPG held l e ngthy

discussions with tne M C! SACP IUde u h i p in "nich they

proposed that tnere wa s t h" po tential poli.t ical space fo r

leg a lization ot the M C/ 5ACP cond i.Uonal On tne cess at ion ot
armed act ion a n d e n t e r i nq i nt o negoti at ions with Pre tori a . "

According t o one in:orlnll d observer. the /lJiC/ SN:P was nearing

a cceptanc e of t he EPG proposa lS when t he apartheid s t a t ..

,cuttled any hope, b y lau nch i nq r a i d' on supposed KK bases

i n neiqhborinq countries. "

Wi t h the EPG mi s s i on behind it t h e ANC/ SACP leadershi p

proce eded to c risscross t h e qlobe durinq 19 8 6- 198 8 . Bes ides

a h o s t o f internationa l n on-go ve r nmen tal a nd so lid a r i t y

co n f e r e nc e s . mee t i.nqs were heid wi. t h t op Bri Ush . soviet.

J a p anese, Austra l i an , and Un i t ed S t ates qo vernment

of ficia ls, as wel l is with prollli nent Af r ika ne u f r om home . A

l e a d i n q M C melllber compl ained:

I t l'Ou went t o Lu s a ka t o see a ..ember of the
wo r k i nq cOll\1llittee. i t yo u fou nd one t he n you were
l uc l<y . . . t h e top me:obO!lU o f t he /INC were
permanen t l y i n the ai. r . . . i t h ad a terrible e f f e c t .
So i n fa c t , t h i s qr e a t national l ea dHship of the
ANC in Lusa l<a was really indiVi duals o perating in
thei r own depa rtllle nts and i n the ir own wa y t hat
h ad a tremendous ly debili.tatinq e !fec t and it



n.
_ ant t h.at i n t . e N tia.....1 ancl . oUd u ity .... r k t oo k
priori ty 0" : e verytllinq ell• . "

Illll i e tile for..1 c:ontltfl t o f thue .., t 1llq$ pro b.bl y

eon si.tld o f no -.ore thiln dip le-. t ic . "0;........,,•• a nd t he

'sou ndt nq o u t ' o f r . S!M"'ti .... a ppro ac he . , the i r ... . 1

illlPOru.nc:e l. y Il • .,whue . The y r.pr . ..nt~ no t on l y t ile

b r o a d accep t.ne& o f tile 1<:lC/ SN:P as the .... jOt ca p u . l nt a tlv,

of opposi tion to the . par t heLd lute b y po li t i c. l and

Iconollie rep reuntative. of c: a pita l, b u t al so" cOll1 n9 hOlDe

o f s orts ! or U II ANe / SAC' l eadership . Al thouqh the 1I"1II. d

. t r u <;Iq l e wo u l d con t i nue t o b. itl Ill&i n pres sure eeee ie, t he
MlC/ SACP leadush ip ",er e now opl n l y c:onti t1l\inq t h. a • • e r e

s t r a t eqy o f s.. kinq a neqo t 1.l t ed ..eereeene .

f ir too o fu n there l'Ias eeee t ha telldlne y amon'l s t both
obs e rvl .. s a nd p,artic: i p,ontl Co t • • nc:I In. tlle South Atucafl

libe ration s truqqle l to u ph i n t he 11l80' s tu~n t o seeluflq •

neqo thte<l s et U e_nt u t he sole r e s u lt o f obJective

c ondi t i o n", . " Thus. i t <::.~ be ch1-.:1 t lut t he sut>s.-quen t

cha~ a<:: t er o f t he ANC /SACP' ", ' ~Uo~ l d e-ocu tlc ' I t ruq91.

r.p r e sen t'" ' p uqaat l c • • • U ••' , . l l1c, t he orq.ni l.t1o~ 1",

... r e l y o pe r a U"'l "'thl~ t he q iven obj ective c ond lUo n", and

' ba l a n<::e o f pows r ' co~s i d.ratio~• • Sllch Ion e x p laneho ll i.

no t o~ ly c r ud.ly s t ruc t u r d l . t , but e l.o <:: ree tes the

i mp r assion t h. t the ections .nd con.<:: i o u", s t r . t ' <;I". o f t he

ANC / SACP l .ad.rship wer e "'era "',ac t a t ors .

With a ll t ha interna U o nd ac t i v i ty <:: r e e t inq qu u t i o ns

a bo u t t h e s tutsq i<:: .~d t . <::ti<::d intent i ons o f the ARC/ SACP,

t he l ud.nhlp ~ eaded t o prov ide c h rlti.ca t i on t o its

con s t i t u . n t s, !'I'fly of the ANC/ SACP u fl k-.nd - fU., u p.cil1 1y

t ha c.dra. of 10(, be<::....e Illspio: iou. t h . t t he I.adu.hip w. s

<;I0 ing t o l,lf\ l h u r ll l y ent. r into n ' <jCthU o ns wi t ll t he

ep,a r t he1d "'t. te . Ona 10( c . d r a who had . t eelinq t lliot

some t hin g .. . . ~dr••tiu.lly ..ro"'l~ de.cribed how tlla

l ••denhip _ r. ~."-ed.. . and th.y t o ld u S than we . no

... y t he AHC WOU l d J USt <jC int o t alts . 111 11188 t he t\lIIIO n

sur f .<::ed .gai~ &ftd " a _r. a qaul t o l d t ha t tha r a '"CUld be no



t a l ks . " " Wlla t e ve r th.e leaders h. lp we t e t ellin9 MJ( c adres 1n

t ile c a",ps, t h.e y d e fi nitely Wete 9ivln; ... d i f fe rent ..essaqe

to o t lle r cons t itue nci",. In an ea r ly 198 6 stateme n t th.at

... ppe a r ed in t h. .. p a qe " of t h e Bri ti s h. ne",,,pa p e r t h.e Obs e r ver,
ANC In t e rn... tiona l Affain head (now Deputy Presid en t ) 'r h ...bo

Mbeki stated,

tile eall you """ke to peop le is t h.e s ame, sayinq
you a t e no t p repa r ed t. o neqotiate, th.at you mus t
in t e nsify t h.. o Uensi v e . But i n th.e ecurae o f t h.at
c t r e es t ve i t is dear t h.at o ne of t h.e men
i ..pottant thin;s is b r eakin; up th.e power
structure •. • Out o f t h is you wi ll qe t a r e 
ali qrunen t o f f o rces. We are no t ta lkinq ot
ovec tll ro"' inq t hot qove rnmen t bu t of t ur n i :> q s o .. any
poto p h aqainst it tha t I t wou l d be fo rced t o do
what Ian Smi th d i d . "
Mbek i' " examp h of fo rmer flhodes i ... n Pr ille Hi n i s t e r Ian

Smi th r e f ers t o t h e Lancas t e r Hous e s ettleme nt In Wh i c h

Smith's n eo- ap a rtheid qovecrune nt neqo t ia t ed the country ' s

indep endence wi t h the l ead e r s of t he two liberat i o n

movement s [Zi lllbab we Af r i ca n Nat i on ... l Union l ZANU) and

Zilllba b"'e Af r icen " eopl e 's Un ion (ZAPU1). I t could not have

esc"ped Hbe kl' s a t t ention t ha t t he ou tcome o f Zilllbabwe 's

national liberat ion had led to th" very t hinq t ha t the

ANC/ SAC P l eadership had eee eec they want ed to avo i d (L e . a

de r aciali zed cap i talis..l. B y 19e6 it wn c rystal cle ar that

t he Zillba bwe qo ve r runent o f Ro~rt !'Iuqabe !'lad aba ndoned any

rea l at t e mp ts to fundamen tally t r a nd o m the SOCi a l ... nd

e conomic r elati ons of t llot i nher i t e d capitalis t s ys tem.

I ndeed , Zi lllbabwe wa s well o n its wa y to be i nq a n impor tan t

a ll y of i n tecna tional fina nce capitd ( t h r o uqh the

fa c il iti es o f t he I n t ernationa i Ho ne t n y Fund ( I Hn and the

Wo r l d Bank) .

One tin... l no te on t he Hbeki s ta t e..en t ; it c omes ve r y

close to confi rm-i nq t ~e ex iste nce o f a do ub l e aqenda o n t h e

pa r t ot the leaders hip, at hast a t t he r he t oric a l l evu.

Mbeki' ! ' ca ll ' to t ile peopl e a nd subsequer.':. ~:ac ':.i c. c anno t
be pu rel y adjud qed as wily t ac t i c s dedqned to teacll tile



~l t i"l te s t n tR"ic 'loal. Peop Le whO 'l i ve the i r lives f or the

' st r u'l'l l e ' (and the orqanizat ions t hat l ead tha t s t r uq 'l l e l ,

should nee be used IS pa wns in t he biq che ss 'lilIne of

po li tics no lIlat t e r whi t the r a t i onali za tio ns .

It i s i lllpo rtan t he r e to rene <ate wha t wa s be hind such

ap pannt CO rlt radictiorls. This study has arqued tha t the ma l n

r ",a s on ANC/ SA.CP leaders suc h a s Thabo Mbeki pursued these

ki n d s of s t r ate'lies Carl be t raced to t wo sour c e s, firs t l y ,

the conscious p<ac t ice of an exte r nalized , narrowl y

conceive d, and uc ially bound s tru<O'l l e fo r ' rla t i ona l

l i b e r atio n ' that presUlled bo t h t he ' will ' ot the ' peo p l e '

a n d t ~.e po tfl rlt' i als o f the i r s t ruq" l es ; secondl y , a

'ne u u a li !ed ' and re-act i ve a p proach t o t he preva i linq

'ob jective conditions' whu e i n these c o nditions ne'late (as

pa r t at t he di alectic I t he poSSibili ties and p rocess of

revolutiona ry stru<O'l le . Mbe k i ' s s t ate Ole nt , it tully

pubHci ! ed, W<luld no do ubt have been less t ha n heane n i nq to

t h o s e .d l lions of 'peopl fl ' in whose naOle he was ' 1ead i nq ' .

Thi s wa s tollowed by t wo N[ C s t atemen t s wh i ch conti =ed

be yond any doubt that the l e ad flr ship was wi ll i n \l to e nter

i n t o ne90t i a t i ons unde r c ertai n conditions. I n thei r January

a , 198' s tate me nt the NEC s t a t ed t hat " ... we r e it",rate our

com:nitl'le nt to s e i ze any opportunity t ha t (Ilay a r ise, t o

pa rticipa t e i n a ne"ot i atKl r e so l utio n of the c onfl ict i n

Ou r country. " " KOWflVflr, i t wa s I spe Ci a l NEC statemen t On

"The QUe s t i on o f Ne\lo tia t i ons" i n OCtober, 19 81 t ha t

sp ..c ificall y set o u t , fo r t he f irs t time, t he ANC/ SAC?' s

st :ccate"i c approach . Arlluinq tha t t he " u c i s t r e q i me " h ad

r a i s ed the i s s ue o f ne'lotLa t ions " to e e ruee th.. s truq qle

i ns ide o ur c ount r y" and t o "defea t t he co ntinuin'l ~ampa iqn

f o r co",p r e hens ive ~ nd "'anela t ory sanctio ns, " the NEC s t a ted:

Once ",or.. , we wou l d li k.e t o r ea f finn t hlt the lINe
and the masses of our peo p l e as a whole a :cce read y
and wi l l i n \l t o ..nte r i n to 'lenu i ne ne 'lot i at ions
pr OVi ded the y ore aille d a t the trans f o Cllla t ion of
ou r coun t r y i n to a united I nd ~on-racial

demo cracy. Thi .. , Joftd only thi. , .hould be the



objective o r a r>y r>eqoti.U r>q p roc... . . ' · lo riqinal
emp has i s) .

f\ejectin q the i dea of unil aterally susp'!ndin~ t he ar:med
s truq~ le, t he state",ent dec lared t ha t ~ . . . any cessa t ion ot

hosti li t iu wou ld have to b e neqotiat . d and en t a il aqre ed

ac tion b y both sid.s . . . . "" Not in~ the " t r.achero us a nd
d.c.itfu l nature of t he aparthe i d r<! ~ i. me," the NEC

" ins isted " tha t ~the apar t heid n qime would have to

demonst r a te i t s s e r i o us n e s s by i lllPle 41.ntinq va rious meas ures

to crea te a cl imate conducive t o . . . neqotia t i ons. "" The s .

wer e :

... t he uncondi t ional r e l ea s e of al l po litical
pr isoners, d etainees, all captured r r e eece
tiQht ers and pr h on e r s of war as well as the
c.ss at ion o f a l l poli tical tr i als . The state of
eme rqency would have t o be li ft ed, t he a rmy and
the po lic e wi thdrawn froOl t he townships and
con f ined t o 1:h"ir ba r rac ks . SimilarlY , all
r e p r enive l eqi51ation and all l aws e mpcwer inq t he
r<lQime to limit f r e edo m o f assembly, s peech, t he
press and so on, wo uld have to be repealed."

The eee eeeene c oncl uded by statin~ that t h e /\/lC! SACP wa s

"o ppose d to any sec ttl t neqotiations ," because · we timly

belie ve 1: ha t 1:11.. p.opl . th....s. lv85 must pa rt icipate in

shapinq t he ir des tiny a nd wou ld therefore have t o be

i nvolv"d i n any pr ccee s of neqoUat ions . ""

The e eree e of t he NEC statement WllS to f i. rml y se t the

ANC/ SACP on a n...o tiations ccue ee . By publ icly s .ttinq ou t

ma x i mum condit ions fo r ne..otiat ions the ANC/ SAC P l eeduship

was eenenn.. a cle a r s i q na l t ha t they we r e p r epa r ed t o en9aq e

i n comp r omis. lafter 411 tholt is ...holt ne90 t i lt i o ns a r e all

about ) . At the sa.me t r ee, i n order t o s trenqtne n thei r hand

at any fut ure ne qoUa tinq tabl e. t he ANC/ SACP i ns i s t e d t ha t

the " s t r u9 q l e " be intens ified "on a ll front s. ""

It was t hUS not surprisinq t hat o ne o t the N1:C' s n." t

s t a t eme n t s . tr••s e d the "centra l ity of the ol tmed . tru99Ie,~

and urqe d fo llowe r . t o " t ransfor:o our oUe n.ive into a

q.nera l people ' S war . " " No doubt , $uch rejoinde r . were



".
p a r tl y des i "nec;l to reas sure the rank-and- fi le tha t they we re

no t b " i ng sold do wn the ri ver. but t hey a 15 0 hi qh1i qh ted oM

o f t he histor(cd c:c"rradicticns atta c hed t o t he I\NC/S AC P

l eade rs h i p' s approac h t o t he national Liberation s truggle;

d o a s we say. not necessarily a s .... do.

At the <:onceptud level. the o t <;l anira tion wou ld now

u tilize mass H eu"q1" a n d armed ,"etion fer t we specific:

p u r p o s.." to ac t a s pre s s u r e l e ve rs on the a pa.l' t he id state

in t he l e a d up to a ny future negotiations; a nd to ens ure
that thei r mass b"S4l wa s ' i nvo l ved ' in the mac r o- st r ateq y o f

a neqotiate d sett lement. It rema i ne d to be seen ho w t h i s

wo ul d t rans late into ac t ua l practice .

The mo s t aetaihd ANC! SAC P ' <espons. ' to any umaining

ques tions concetninq the path i t had ctlosen, "'ere conta ined

in the orqanhation 's Const itut ional Guidelines r e l ea s e d in

the latter halt ot 1988 Isee Appendix Cl . Designed to

"conve<t" t h e ,<eedom Cha<te< "t<om a " i s i o n f o r the ec ecee

i n t o a cons titutional <e aH ty," the quideline s co"",it t ed t he

ANC/ SACP to a poli tical p r o q r _ tha t closely r eserobled

l i be ra l bourqeois democ r a cy . Ca llinq f o< a "unitary s t ate"

with distinct e xecuti"e. judicial, a n d leqislative b ran c hes .

and the qua rantee o f indiVidua l huma n <i qhts t h r ouq h a Bi ll

o f Ri qh ts, the ANC/ S....CP's e nv i s i on ed a "demo c<a tic and non

r a c ial" South ....l r ica . On t h e <lconomic t ront the quid<llines

wete Once a'la i n cons istent ...Hh a lib,,"a l b ou<qeois outlook.

It ...as s t a t ed t hat "the economy wil l be a mixed one .· and

chat t he<e woul d b e consti tutional protection ot "p r openy

to o penon a l ust! and consWllption.· ....s fo < the <o l e ot the

stat .. , i. t woul d ""nsu<e that the enti<e economy . e<ve s t he

inte re.t a n d wel l b e i nq ot the e nt ire population. ·

In b r oad terms, the q u i.d<lHnes r e p r ese n t ed ideoloqical

continui.C y with t h e r re"dom Ch a tt<lr. lih U e t he AtlC/ SACP l\ad

now p rovided a more spec ifi.cally d e tined vi. ion of political

plu r alism a nd civil liberties in a po.t- apartheid South

.... f r i c a , the economic clauses r e p r esented a chanqe f rom

char terist t o r.nu l a t i ons . Nationali za t i o n had no'" been



r ep l aced wi t h an . ...e n OlO re vaque no tion o f t h e r o le of t he

sta te as havinq " t he ri"ht to d e t eanine the gene r al context
in whi ch econo..ic Ufe takes place , N in which t he " p r i vate

sector o f t he economy shall be obli qed to co-operate with

t he state ... i n promoting s ocial we i I -be i ng . ""

Th e g v idel ines c. ..ented th.. ANC/ SACP ' s ...cceptance o f a

negotiated path to national liberation (no libe r e tion

movement wh i c h r e r e e ees itself fo rc ibiy o ...e . throwi ng the

enemy has e ve r pre emptiv.. l y ... .....aled constitution al

quidelinesl. Ho .e impor t,o.n t l y t hou 'lh, the quidelines showed

tha t the p rac t i ca l stuteqi es ...dop teo by the ANC/ SP.C P

( t o r ...lly e nshrined f.t Horo qor o l we r e , in t he fi n. l

. na l ys i s , tundf..lllent.Uy li n ked t o an ac c ommoda t i v .. ,

neqo U ... t ed na t i o na l liber a tion. At te . h .i linq t o come

anywhere c lose to a s eizure o f power, the ll.NC / SACP we r e nOW

.eve r ti nq t o their histo.ical path of a cco mmoda ti ve

politics, t r us tinq t ha t t he con t inueo a c ti v i t y o t their ba ss

base wo u l d ens u 'e a qenera lly p rogressive out come ."
Wh a t i s noteworthy abou t both the Nt C s tatemen t On

negoti ... tions and t he Cons ti tutional Guidelines is the

compiet e abs e nce ot any mention ot the r o l e a nd place Iboth
pres en t and f utur e I of internation... l and domestic bOnopo l y

capital, and the i r poiitical repres e nt a t i ves. : ' The s e ...e r y

powe rful f o r c e s we r e not j u s t sitting on the sideline s

wa i t i nq t or the ANC/ S/l.C P and the apa r t heid s t a t e t o come t o

t e rms. t ve n be fo re the ANC / SAC P had publicl y r elease d their

conditions t or ne go tia t ions Anql o-Amer i can chair Gavin ReIly

had let it be lenown that oomutic monopoly capital had its

own s i mi 1,).r a 'lend a. While chidin'l the ANC/ SP.C P tor its

continued adhe r enc e to s anctions, ReIly sounded a s thou'lh he

wn pree lllptinq the NEC's stateme nt . He arq ued :

Amenq cceeei ve e (monopoly c~pita ll we ha ve reached
aq~eement th~t statutory apn theid ..ust 90, t ha t
t h e po li t i ca l process be o pene d up by t h e release
ot pr!so nOl CS of ecnscr e nca , t hat pol itical
part ies , cur r e n t l y banneo , be ~ llowed to opera te
with i n the rule of l aw and tha t r e al a ttemp ts be
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S i mila rly, the Uni t e d States qove r nme n t , wh i c h w.. s now

a ctinq a s the :tIa j er i nte rna tiona l politic al power b r o ke r i n

So u t he r n I'. f>;1c4, had qnuped t he necflu ity o f c r e a rinq ..

clima c.. conducive to .>.NC!SACP a cce p t " n <;e o f a n" 'loclated

s <lttle ment . Bes i d es <;ontin uinq t o upqude i ts "deve l o ptllen t

&s"i st ance~ t o So u t h " f r ican blaCks", t he United Sta tes

90vernme n r was a t t emp h n q to find wa ys o f in Uuenc inq the

ANC! SACP . In its 1 981 repert to t he United sreeee ccaqress

the Sra t e De partme nt had a rqued t hat pres sure for a
neqoU", ted $ol\lt ion wou l d weake n the cohesion o f t he

ANC! SACP . a na i mp lied that this mi qtlt result in a modera te

rad ied s plit " i t h i n the o rqan i zation. Such a seena rio "'o u l d

no d o ub t s erve the i n t eres ts o f t ho s e ".ho sou ~h t a

deracia l iud capita lism s i nce t hey could t he n dea l ".ith the

'moderio tes ', pe r c eived a s more aroenable t o suc h an

outcome."

The i mplica t ions o f these aqendas did no t go compl e t e l y

",n recogni ze d by the Jl.NC! SACP leaders h i p. I n ",i d · l 98 6 Joe

s i c v c ha d "'a cned of a potent h I dUeJMla f or t he

o r qani tation: · Pr e ma t ur e s peculation about poss ibl e

compromises I n o rde r to t empt b road e r forces such a s t he

libe ra l bourgooisie on to our s i de lIlay s erve t o blun t t he

edge of the people ' S revo l utionary mil1tancy. " " ANC/ SACP

NEC me mbe r Hac Mahara j reco gni zed t he implici t e conomi c

rationale o f such age ndas . )Ie wr ot e :

..• lO.O no poly c apital has d emcnstra t ed salle co nce rn
eecve t he o ve rall i mplica tions of t he d rift
towa r d s esca l atinq denabilization . Its concern is
s i mila r to t hat o f the lna j or i mperialist po".e r s
".ho a r e preoccupied about t he abse nce o f a s table
political so lution t o gua rantee the lonq te rm.
f uture or c a p itd i s m i n bo t h Sout h Afr i ca a nd
So u the rn Af r i ca . "

Unfo r tuna t ely , the ANC/SACP l ead e r shi p ".e re not pa ying ve r y

c lose attention to the i r own analysis/advic e . Oespite s uc h

caution<!l ry rejoinders, the ANC/SACP had t a "'en the



negotiation pi unqe and more than ever was r d y i ng on

in t ernational pres s ure to f o r ce the II par t he i d .\I t llt e t o do

t he Same . At t he hel'" o f those inte r na t ional p re.\lsu res Wa S

t he sanctions move me n t , and i t WIIS this we a pe n t ha t hlld

increasinQly become the focal point o f the J\l{C! SACP ' s

i n t e r n illt i o nal pillar of St r u II1I1.. .

Sanctions: M.i splac ed Re l i ance

At the hear t o f an y d i s cus s ion o f the us e of unc tio ns

as a politicII l and eco no mi c "'e ap o n i s t he question of

i mperia li sm . Whe ther t a ken i n i t s spe ci H c 0 , more
qen.raliud f o r m, i fllperiaHslll re lat es to the qloba l ro le and

character o f JIIOnopoly cap i ta l and correspondinqly t o the

activ ities o f cap italist states . The pr ac t ical e ffec t o f

imperia lism, i tself a l og i c al outco... of c a pi t ali s t

d.velopment, ..a ni f e s t s itS'll! i n s everal wa ys : the se r vicin"

ot the aCCWllulat ive n.eds of an increasingly mo no po liz . d

capital, pa r t i c ularl y Hnanc. capital ; the use of capitalist

state powe r to c reate opt imum conditions fer such

accumulat ion on a 1I10ba l sc a h " ; and t he u s e of politica l

and economi c i n te r ven t i o n i n o rde r t o '"",dia t . ' the cris es

that ar ise i n capitalist s tates from monope ly capital 's own

fotlll o f accU!ll<1la tion. "

The r elevance of i mperia lis m to the ques t ion of

sanctions is a ll the more i mpor t a n t in t he conte xt o f SOl,lth

;>'frica' s highly inte,nat ionalized polit i cal economy . In such

a context , a unctions c ampa i gn c a n potent i a ll y d e epen the

ex is t i nq dependence of tn.. apar theid stat. On i nternational

capita l inputs. Speci fi c a lly, f i n a nc ial sa n ctions e..anatinq

from a highly centraliz.d i n t e r n a t i onal finance c a pita i

"Ould have the IOOst di rec t .Hect on an aparth"id South
Ilfrica, heavily (and co n s cious l y ) dependent as it was (a nd

sti ll isl on access to in t ernational So ur CeS of f inance

ca p i t a l. Tha corr"sponding impac t of t rade and other types

of s a nc t i o ns , While having the potential t o ca use e cono mi c



proble ma , would be mi nilllal i n o;on t r ast, beinq depende n t to r

an y po t e nti a l s ueee... on a multitude o f ao; t ors and cono;ened

adherenc e . lu ...il l becollle cle a r, the sano; tions o;ampa i q n o f

the ANC/SACP , i n mirrorinq i n qeneral stut eqic un i t ed
fr on t a n ti -apartheid app roa o;h , a llowed the inte r national

' str uqgle' t o be heavily inUueno; ..d by t he very

i. n t ern a t i on a l f orces who s e i n te r " s ts " ere opposed t o any

r a dica l eco nollio; t ransforma t i on i n South Af r ica.

aeqinn i nq in t he 1950's, the ANC had llade appuh to

the i n t e r na tion al 'com:. un i ty ' to imphm'ln t boycot ts of South

Alri can pr oduo; ts a s a ' no n- v i o l en t ' alte rna t i ve, a nd in

order to r e qis ter thei r 'mor al ' oppos it i o n to apartheid .

Th i s " a s soon expande d t o o;a ll s f or the United Na tions (llNl
to i mp l e ...en t. co mp rehe ns i ve and manda t ory t ud.. a nd a r ms

boyco t t s on t he apartheid state . Ho..ever , it was no t until

1977 tha t the UN S ecuri t y Council l lllPOsed a lOandatory afll\s

boycot t and only in 1995 d id t he Co...ncil urqe a ll UN ..e~r

s tates to i mpose cObprehensive trade s anctlons. " a e side a

its e f lorts at the UN t he ANC/ SACP rel ied on mor e f riendl y

individual nations, in particu lar the Sc andinavian

o;ountries, and s olidll r ity orqan i r ations such a s t he ar i t ish

An ti · Aparth e id Hove..e nt (AAM I in t he we st t o c a rry t he

sanctions suuqq l e f o rwa r d . " Most of thes e eUorts thouqh ,

we r e c oncen tuted on at tempts to qet qoverNlents to

i"'ple....nt anos , t rad.. , polit ical, cultur a l, spor t inq , etc.

boyco t ts and trans na t i onal corpoJta tions to d i s i'IVes t , all

with va.r yi nq deqr ..". of (but qener ally l i ..ited l , succe ss. "

Whi l e man y qo ver nments vo luntarily aco;eded t o t he

ANC / SACP ' s internat i.onal sanct i o na calnpaiqn, thei Jt r e asons

for doinq so were just a s ef t e n fo r sel l - i n te r es t. for

eXllrap l e , t h e Australian qover"",,,n" , ..hio;h vi qo rous ly backed

the sa nctions c al l , had eve ry r"aSOn to want South Af r i can

co al o l f the qloba l market , becaus" o f its own larqe-s cale

coal p r oduction. L ikew;'se, many o l the myriad an t i -apar t he id

o r qani rations that spunq up all o Ve r Eu r ope lind th" United



n,
StilUS became ho..es tor profe s s i ollal ~ actiYls ts · · t o r whom

the s anct ions caIOpa i\l1l was a li t e - li na . ·o

The M e / SA-CP' s s anc t i on s mo ve rne", brOU'lh t on board e U
kinds o r political an illlais whose anti~ap... r t he i d atence wa s

i n cred i bl y suspec t . NOWhe r e waS this lIlOre apparent tha n 1 n

t h e i, n vo l v"men t of ' l iber al ' Uni ted States sena tor Edward

Ke nned y. Not onl y wu Kennedy the lead inq po litical

represe ntative o t Ame r ican ' liberal ' capi ta li sm. bu t a ho a

per"nl\i , l PreSidential c andidate for the DellOcra tic Party .

I t was Ke nned y who unabashadly proclaime d i n ill Wa s hi ng t on
Pos t editorial t ha t " it would be sad i t' America ' s role as

t h e nat",cal leade r o f the wo rld ant i-aparthe i d ef f o r t ha d co

a wait t he e 1e <; t1 011 o f a ne w presi den t ," "

Al thouqh the ANC/SACP ' s sanctions campa i gn received

wi d e s p r ead s u p po r t its e f fect ~ad yet, i n the wo r d s o f

Oli ve r rambo, t o deny " t he r e g i M.e the means t h r oug h whi ch it

Can s ustain a nd pe r pe tuate i t s e lf . "" I t t oo l< t he

'volunta ry ' i mp l e me nt ."t i o n o f f i n"'ncia l s anctions b y

i ntern."tional f i n. nc . capi t." l i n mid- l9a S to reg i ster

s ubs t."nt ive economic i mpact on ."pa r t he i d capit. l is... .

Up until that time t he ANC/SACP h."d e"perienced li tt l e

suc Ce sS i n ge tt ing fi na ncial s anctio ns i mposed on t he

a p ."rt h .. id s tate. Aft .. r the r efusal o f international f inance

capi t a l to r o ll o ve r t he s ho n term deb t o f t he aputhe id

s t a t e , based a 5 it was On the par l o us s t a te o f the apartheid

po li t ical econoIOY" , t he ANC /SACP began t o pay ""re

attentio n t o the potent ial o f s p ec ific a lly fin ancial

s a nc tions . In a de fi ni t ive ANC/ SAC P s tate..ent o n s anc tio ns,

Neva Mal:q e tla wr o te in the p a'le s of Sechaba (t he ANC

lI\Outhpiece) in Septembe r, 19a.s ,

. . . for ei'ln i nves tmen t and trade hav.. p rovided.
crucial prop for minority r u l e in South Afr i c a .
Given t h e fund4Jll enta l e" t .. rnal de p endence o f t h..
econo",y, only f o r eig n inputs a llow t he r .. g i .... to
",eet its mil itary and s tra te'lic ne eds. In
addition, f oreLqn inv.. s tme n t s erve s the politic." l
purpose of 'l ivinq wes te r n g ove rnments a s take i n



'"
.... inta ininq t ile "rdeUS quo in So ut ll. Afr ica . Tile
call f or u nct ions responds t o thue
cons i de r ations . «

GiVing poli tical content t o th~s, Olive r 'h.lI'Ibo l Ute d t h,t

" s a nc t i o ns a r e a wupon t ha t t he i n t ernational eommun ity can

and must us e agains t t he raci s t [ " q i "'•.~"

Nith o the, types o f s a nc t i ons h"vinq lim1ted economic

e f fec t . t he ANC/SACP and t heir in t erna tional e et r- ..pa rthe ld

al l i e s be,!"" to wa ge ... tar mor e concerted tinanc i al

sanc ti.ons c a mpa i gn . rrOlll 1986-198 9 the . e were severa l fa iled

a t t e mp t s t o halt s uc c e ss i ve d e bt-ruchedl,llinq (lea h b etween

t he a pa r theid state and <;ndito r banks /institutions . · ~ Two

o t h e r delUnds m.a.de by the ANC/ SACP- led !ina ne i a l sanctions

<; ampaiq n, no new loans and nc t rade !lnance , met wi t h IlOre

success a l t h o ug h t hey d i d not pos ses s as ..uc h punch as a

total ha lt on det>t resche dulin'l.

~hat wa s c l e ar t houqh, wa s t hat i nternat iona l f i nance

capital, e ve n with p r essure fro," an arr ilY of wes t ern a nti

a pa rthe i d f orces , would ult illlately base the i r decis ions o n

what they cons idered t o be i n t he i r self- i n t e r es t . Wh ile

i nterna tiona l financi a l ins t i t utions/banks c l early

un d erstood t he political milea 'le t he y could 'let frOIll bein 'l

s een as an t i - ap.ar t he id, the i r ..ain conce rns WOlfe t he longer·

t erm sec ur i t y of t he ir assets and con tinued acces s to t he

Sou t h Afr i can marke t . I ndeed, the ban ke rs a nd financiers

kn e w tha t because of i ts structura l dependence on externa l

f ina nce, the a par t he i d s t a t e would SOOner o r later ha ve to

.. ake the necessary po l i t ical r e fo cms in o rde r t o aver t

ec o no mi c col l a pse. As a f i nanCi a l sanctions report

coltUtlissioned b y t he Australi a n 'lovernment a nd endorsed by

the ANC/ SACP a nd its anti-apa rtheid a llies c learl y

enunciated:

I t is o ne of t he i r o n i e s of the peace pro cess in
southe r n Af rica that it owe s its ex is t e nce, at
l ea s t in part , t o t he actions of western
banke rs .• . What t h e f i na nc ia l s a nct i o n ha s done is
to reinfo r ce tendencie s t hat were a lready present



'"
i n apartheid H ull . .. t he financ ial s a nction works
wi t h a nd not a gains t t endenci es inhe ren t in the
econo~y of i nt erna t iona l f i nance. South Afr i c a i s
ba i ng e Kc Lud ed f rom the ~rld s t oc k Of s avings no t
bec a us e ban ke r s and f i na nc i e r s are i deologi c all y
un i t ed i n their detestat ion o f apart l'lei d ••• but
because most o f them now s e e South Afr i ca a s a b ad
risk . . • the t i nancial s a nc tion i s a lmo s t i d ea l,
be c ause . . . it i s b y "nd lar ge a sanc t ion t hat
lMc kee forces work t o e n<;o ur aqe."
The prac tic a l res u l t o f t he fin aneial sanc tions

c ampaign s was a s trateg ic conVe r gence (albeit, no t a p Lanned
0 " " ) be t ween t he M C/ SACP· l ed int e rna tiona l " '1ti-apa r theid

r c r c e s and wes t ern " overmnent s , banks , and inte t n" t i ona l

f i na nci a l i n s t itut ions ." e y t tl.. l a te 19 80 's all ' pa r t i es '

wa nt ed a parthe i d to go ( f o r d i f f e t e n t rea sons I , and a l l were

a qre ed that a "eqoth t ed settlemen t wa s t he bes t way t o do

so . I nternatio nal fina"c ie r s ilnd ba n ke rs beqan to s et

p r _c ondi t i o ns f or South At rica ' s r ..newed acCe sS t o qlobal

f i "a nd a l na r ke ts : t he unbanning o f t h .. ma i n b l ac k po li tical

orqaniza tions; t he r elease o f poli t i c a l pri son_rs; the

I Htinq of t he s t a t e o f eme r gency ; a c Olllllli t llle n t to ..n d a LL

violence : and the beqi"ning o f ' mean ing f u l ' ne qotiat io"s . "

The ANC/ SACP . South Afr kan monopoly c apital, a nd

s .. ve r a l western qov"rr>ment s ha d prevlous l y conv e r ged on t tle

c o nditions for s u b s tanti ve Poli tica l neqo tia t i on, and no w

i n te rna tional Hnance c apita l wa s j o i ni ng the f ray . These

i nte r nationa l actors were a lso k..e n l y aware that the r e we re

secti ons of the ANC/ SJ>,c P l e a de rship with whOlll t hey could

p o t e n t i a lly fi n d COllllllOn ideo l0'lical qround . 1<5 o n .. l e ad inq

SACP o ffi c ial has adJlitted , t he activ ities o f t hese

inte r na t io" al f o r ces " e r e "0 doub t pa rt ly d esigne d to

ft e Kp l o r e t he possib il it i es o f a comp rado r bo urgeoisie .· "

Ol'l e o f t he maj Ot t<1.. s o ns why s uc h a convetqe nce

d eve loped was t he way i n wh i c h t he ll.NC/ SACP ap ptoach..d t he

sanc t ions que sti o n. Wh i le co r r .ct ly i denti fyinq the

AGh i l l e s' he e l o f t h.. a pa rthe id s t a t e and th.. h i s to r icaL

r ational e f o r !ore i g" inves tlllent . t he imp l elllenta tion o f the



'"
A.NC/ SAC P ·s unctions c llJIp .l i qll s hc:k!.nq 1n polit1cdl y

1t~.te<j'lc ~oruiqht and hnd nully b iAsed tow.I rd.

l nde p . lldent action by a tate .1Id c.lpit.l. " Ttle

o t q iOnl l a t ion' s 'united f ront' • • netlcn . st,..ee.;y too~

cont r ol o f the s anctions -.o.....n t. and by <;0"••'1'0."". t he
Itn t lt<ly o f neqo tiltions . ou t o f t he h.nd,. of both tl'••

ANC / SACP . nO t he ' br~.d ..... o f these U . U e c t ed the -.os t .

So"'th Atr i cans .
TIIis wa S ~rti c:\ll.r ly til. c a •• wi t h fi ...n c:i. l ••"ctlo"s..I\.t. I.n t " r". r 10n . l fin.nce c:. p ital ... . ;abl e to s e r v e both

it . own in t e r nts .lind btl r. f oflO en_ ions a t t he r 1ae .
The de'l l ". t o ..h i e h intern. tl.onal Hun",", c a plt. l bl .

t o p h y bo t h ,id es o f th. cain wn _ lIl t e n e d I.n 1d-198 9 .

wha n h nanc:id ins titllt i onl .r>d b.ln~. r esc:h edul lf<:! South

Aft i CI '. deb t ba ton t h. M e / SAC' and its 1 nt"r" . t 10nl1

. lUe. we r e a b l e t o lIQu n t a n . t t .ctive ant i -campaiqn

(so... thi n q t he y had b••n plannin9 ~or aWh i le l. By d o i n9 10 ,

i n t e rn. t i o nal Unance c a pi tal suc ceeded in pres.rv inq South

A~rica ' i tu ture aeees s t o q l oba l !in.neia l ",ar k.ts [a lld

th. i r own accns to a l ue rativ. p i pd i ne a t ac c UlIlu l ll tia n l .

and t rUlllp in9 t he ANC/S....Cp i ll the r .. /o r .. p r essuc . s tak,s . "

Mith the impetul ~a r a sanc t iolll stra t eq y us t i n q

s qua cd y o n t he s houlde r s o t fo t 'i'lll s t a te,. lind

illt' tn. tiollal H nllnc . c a p ital. t he politic,. o t the s aneUolls

-ov.._nt beC4Ae iner._s i nq l y r. mov e<! from t he ANt / SAC" s

~s. <;Q ns t H ,uency . lis _ c . s u l t, the s _ nc:tiolls strateqy of

t he AJfC/SM;p "cceated i ts 0 ..... pacaset.u" wh i c h l O9iea lly

neeassaa ttd th.. j e tti sonl nq of tIl_n t s o t i n t ernal Nn

s t ruq q l . and o r q a niut ion ." t n patU cul .. r , the ' l . adinq

r o t . ' ot t he ....,clt i nq clan. wt\l c:h t he AAC /SJ,Cp lllld

con tinuously reatti~ in in t heoretic .. l fOrYoul a tions .nd

stcateq i c: statemen t s, bec... yi c tu.. lly ncn-ex i ste n t , W

tven t houqh the r .. w.. s a .... n .. c ;ll1z.ed u n c:r i tiCal

eee.. pt.n ce o f the .>.He/SACI' s ..nct ions strateqy ;aaonqs t .... r l<.. r

l.;ld.rship i n South At ric;l. SOIII.....r t . r s we r . no t a s

conV ince d . ....e t he 1981 CO$ATIJ Conq r ess a " anctio ns



'"
r .. "oluUon wa s pa ssed by d e l e qates wh i ch emp ha tica ll y

decla red tha t - the orqanized workinq c lass in South Attica

have ,:,ot had contro l ot sanctions callIpaiqns.-" Similarly an

a rticle in t he S. A. Mecofl worker arqued :

•.. the (sanctions I catllpaiqn OYecSeas has been r u n
a s it' the WQthnq c la-lls in South At t i ca had no
i ndepende nt d.,llIands. Ho s t importantly the call1palqn
1s beinq r un as if wo c kers t hooms"lv"" had no powe r
to cont ro l th" fore iqn companies • . . ene c all1jaiqn
lqnorfl" the fact t hat ,",o r ke n s i n tude unions have
f oug h t Long and bitter " trug'lle" co have some Sill Y
in t he wa y in whi c h t heir lives a re o r qaniud...
S urely the i ssue t o r worke rs i s not the alIIOunc
invested or whe re it comes l r o ll, but how worke r s
can be'lLn t o co"trol these l 'w l!s t ",e n ts so as to
make a real cont ribution to th" st ruqqle t o create
a South At rica wh i c h. h tree t r om ca p ita li st
oppression and e " p l l;> i tat ion . . . . "

While t h" ANC/ SACP cl;>ntinu"d tl;> pruch the qosp. l o f

int"rna! ma s s struqqle a nd orqani zation, ' p"op l ,, ' s power',

a nd t h .. l eadin.. role ef the wo rki n.. class. thei r practice

did not quit" match up . The s anctions-cUll-neqotlations

strateqy had s"ril;>usly lillit"d the inf luence and rele e f t he

' b r o a d sass ' a nd i ndependent wo rk i n q class, t he so le

ANC/ SACP ccoeereueee r es capable o f r es is tinq t hos e fo rces

i n t e n t on deliverlnq a truncated national l i be r a tie n ,

Unfo r tunate ly, the dye was cas t. The ANC/ SAC P leadersh ip was

net 90inq t o le t any thin9 e r anybody s t a nd i n the way . As

NEC me<Uber Thabe Mbeki succinctly p u t it :

W.. n eve had one ..eal fo r seventy-seven yean, t o
qn r i d o f aparth"id. Anyone who has accepted tha t
q oal has been w"lcomed i n t o the ANC to jein and
hdp us ...Anythin9 whic h seeks to d i v i d e us,
wheth e r frem the Le ft or the r i .. h t , see ks to break
t he un i ty whi ch t he IINC pri ze s ..bove eve r y t h i nq . "

Teward February , 1990

Wh i le the ""t ernal ized ANC/ SACP leadership were t ryinq

to tind an a c cept a b l e way t o the ne..otiatinq tabl e, t he



".
i ndiv idu lil i. nca f " atlon of t he c r qa ni u tion and i t s 5t''' <;1 <;11" ,

Nelso n Mandela, wa s b usy d o i n.. t tle ' &me fro lll insid e h i$

prison c e ll. r o llowinq the l ,.. d of h i s o<'l ..n ;'z .. t ion, llanae h
had firs t s u" ..e ated t he rou t e o f ne qotlltio ns to his ca p to rs
i n 1986 . Actinq as .. conduit between t h e ap.. etheid state a nd

the e x t e r na l lead e r s hip, Ma n de l .. beqlln to a s sWIle t he ..a n U e

of lead e rship of the ANC /SACP o nce more: S d eve l op",,, nt that

waS hastened wile n Olive r Ta mbo s uf f e red a d ebi li. ta t in'l

s t roke in ....U'l ust, 19 89 .

Be t o re his ....e t i n9 with Bo t he in lIIid- 1 989 Ha nd " h

submit ted a 1enqth y htte r to the apart~e id sta t e which

reve aled t or t ile fi r s t tilDe t hat t il e ANCt S....CP was w1 111 n<;l t o

CO:llp romis . on its basic quldi nq pr inci p le of liberation

s t rugq l ,, : majori t y rule . Aceu,inq t h e apartheid state of not

bein \l s e riou s about n e\lot i a t i on a due to its demand t ha t the

ANC/ SACP t e nounce v i o lence , lian dela se nt a c l ea r Ole s sa.. e o f

accommodation : "1h e tru t h i s t h at the ..ovllrrnnent i s no t yet

r eady for ne \lo t i at ion and f o r th. shu'i nOl o t po11tical po".r

with b l acks· (my e mp h as i s l . "

At Vi rtua lly th", sam.. tille as t he It!Inde l a l e tte r wa S

bein'l r .. ad b y Botha, the SACP wa s holdinq i. t s Seventh

Con'l ress i n Ka vana , Cuba . I f Botha ....ad t he new SACP pro\l ra..

e ntit led · Pa t h t o powe r" h e cou ld have bee n e xcuse d to r

bein'l somewha t confus e d . wh U e Mandela was chid i n 'l the

a pa r t h e i d state f or not ente r l nq in to ne qo tlat ions with t h e

IINC/SAC P and o U e rinq a v i s l o n of powe r-s harin.. , the SACP

h a d this to say:

. . . a l l-ro u nd mass action , merginq with orqani zed
armed activi t y, led by a we ll - orqan i t ed
und e r qround, a nd internationa l. pressures a re the
keys to the build-up t o r the " e irure of powe r .
Sei :!'ure o f po we r will be a produc t of escalatin Ol
a nd pro\lr e u i ve l y me r 'l inq mUs politi cal a n d
mU itary struq'lh wi t h the li k eli hood of
cu lminatinq i n a n i n s ur r ection .

On pou i ble "eqo t i a tions the SAC? s ta ted:
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We shou ld be o n O\lr g\1f,rd a gains t the e lear
o bj ective o f 0 1,l r ru tin';! class and thei r
i llpe r i illia t al l ie\l who s ee negotiatio n as a wa y or
preempting a r evolutionary transformation. The
i llper ialht " seek the ir own kind o f transformation
whi c h go es beyond the re form limi ts of the present
r egime but wl'l l e h wil l. at the s aJne time, f n' s t r a t e
t he basie objeetiva" of t he s t r uq qlinq ",a sses . Aond
thev hop" to .chi . _ thi " by p,...h inq th"
l iber at10n _ lit i nto n....o ti.tion. betat. it ia
iltron q .."eug'h t o back it. baa i e d .....ncb Wi th
. 11{ (1<:1",,,10 pow.. r on the q round (orig i na l
emph'lo$is l ...

It was cl ea r t hat t he SACP leadershi p wer e e i t he r comp l ete ly

o u t of touch wi t h t he rea li t y of e vents, o r a, is OlO c e

l i kel y, t r y ing to balance the i nevitab le wi t h r he t or ical

c o unterwei ghts .'" Th" appa r ent duali t y wi t ll. in t ll.e !\l"CtSACP

r e v ealed once a"" i n t ha t wh i l e the i mmed i a te outcoOle of t he

o r Qani za t ion 's liberation 'tru""le was no t wi thout i ts

i n ternal c ri tics, the s tra te"i c path f Ollo wed possessed a

s p e ei fi c 1 09i c bo und t o a politic s of acc ommoda t i on ,

obj ective cond i tions no t wi thstanding.

Hard o n the hee l s o f Mandela ' s overtures Iwhi c h were

"o t immed iately answered by an ail inq and po litically

we akened Bothal, t he ANC tsACP a lonq with its i nternal a H i es

e e areee wh a t eame to be known as t he Harare Oec lara tio n"

(s e e Appen r:ii x 01 . The d r afting o f the Dec lara t ion eame Soon

e r e ee a n extensive ccn r e .rence held in Lusa ka (June 29 - Jul y

2 ) between top l e ad e rs i n t he Me and SACI' enc a l a r g e

de l egation f r otl the : i ve rreedoms f or um (a loosel y- kn it

internal non-governmenta l (liGO I o r qani zation domi nated by

Whi te libe ralsl. Whi l e t he re wa s no th inq s ini ster a bOu t the

externdi :z: ed libera t ion mo veme n t lflee t1 nq and t al ki ng wi t h

wide s ecto r s o ! South Afr i can s oc hty, the confe rence went

f a r beyond in to""a l d i scuss ion. Indeed, the proceedings ot
t h e co nfe r enc e and the s ubseque n t Ha rare Decl a r a tion,

c l e ar ly reveal s ubs t a nt i ve lin ks between t he i nputs o f t he

ri ve Freedoms delegation arou n d central cons titutio nal and

pol iey iss u",s and the text o f tn.e Harare O"'cla r a tion . "
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Cornbini rlq the 1997 NEe s tat...... nt on ntlqot ht ions with

t he 1 995 Co ns t itu tionaL Guide!.inu , t he Kar a t . De"la r ilt ion

clearl:t set o u t t he ANCt SACP' s du l ce l o r .. ne q o tiaUd

set tl e me nt. Argu i ng t hat a · poli t i " .. l se t tlement " i.ading t o
a " n o n - rac i a l delllO<;racy· Il..,d a lwa ys been t h e ·pre f e re"ce of

t he OIa jority of th. ptloph' o f South Aftiea, · t h e ANC/ SACP

dec lar e d :

We believe t hat a c on juncturfl of c;'rcumst a n<;es
e xists which, H t he r e 1s delllOn" t r ab l e r ea d i ne s s
on t he p , r t of the Pre toria req iDle t o e n"aq.. in
negotiations genUinely and se r i ousl y, could creat .
t he po ss i b il ity t o e nd a parthe id tll rouqh
neqotia tions.

The condi t ions u n d e r wh i ch s uc h negotiat ions could t a ke

plaee [ " .... tned the sam" as tho u preViously stated by the

)lEe, and i t was re ite r a ted t hat any s us p" ns i o n of the a nn.ed

struqq le wo uld ha ve to ccee t hrouqh a ne qoti a ted "Illu t ua ll y

bi nd i n g ce a s e - f i r e. " The d o cwne n t concluded by l ayin q o ut

t he ~C/SACP ' s vision o f the fOBa t ion o f an inter im

qovetnmen t to draw up a new consti tution and supervise

elec tions .

Th e Harare Declaration was the c u llllinat ion of t he

Qr q a n i <: a t i on's own choice of poHtica l strate gy for national

l i be r a t i o n . a nd f ur t he r r e f l ec t ed the ..ultitude o f pressures

and influence of i n te r na tio na l fo r c e s . Eve r s ince the

i n t e r n a l up r i s i n g !'lad e ffe c t i vely been c rUSh e d and the

apa rtheid sta t e h ad wreaked havoc wi th i ts r egional

destabil iza tion, a t r oub l ed ANC/SACP h ade.,h i p tu rn<ld more

than e v e r t o its i n ternational pi llar of st ruggle. The

pressures for a neqotia ted s etth ....n t had cor respondinqly

increased f r om al l "",a r t e r s ' f r olO the ba t t e r ..d r r o nt- line

Sta t es; from wes t ern qoverl\lllents; from i n t e r na t i ona l and

domestic c a pita l; fro.. a r a p idly d i sin t e qrat i nq USSR; and

f r o m libera l su p po r t e r s . With a n y hopes f o r a sei r u re of

powe r hav inq p r ogr e s s ivel y d i:ainishe d along wi t h the

or g a n i <: a tio n ' s a b ility to build a viable inte rnal
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und e r q round linked t o armed st ruqqle , t h" ANCt SACP ' s

ne qo t ia t ions " t r a t e q)' wa s a fait "cC'OIIIpli .

l'.NC/ SAC P l ea d e r s . i n an e f f o r t t o presen t the Kant..

Declar a tion a s a popular ex pressio n of t he de s i res o f the

'op p r<!ssed ', b e" ... n to ma ke a virtue ou t o f wha t had beco me ...

necessity . Ne qo t ia t i ons we r e now presented U ... ' ne w t ern;'n

o f s tru Q'l !e ' t or power whose ch.. r .." t e r and direction WQ\lld

be ' detel:'lll ine d by the ma sse s ' , " It was str e ssed tha t

n" q o tl a tions s hou Ld be "" IOn no t a s r epL acin<;l a['llle<:! and maSs
st e u ..ql". bu t u .t h." r as comple mentary to them. Al though the

e >t t e n t to which this wou ld be t he Case re ma i ned to be seen ,

tne ANC/ SACP had passed the point ot no rerven. Gi ve n t hOl

'Jene r a l sta te of t he ex t e r nal o rqilniu t i on and the combined

i n t e rna tiona l a nd r e 'l i onal p r e s s u r e s i t now r ac ed , a

neq o ti a. t ed s ett l ement wa. s r e a l l y t he on l y route it cou l d

t a. k e . As i f t o co nfi r m t his, on 18 January Secr., tary-G.,n., ra l

Al f red Nt o had OIi s tahnly read out t o a q roup o f j o u r nalis ts

an int e r nal docwnent wh i c h admi tted t ha t the ANC / SAC!' ' d o

no t h ave the capac i t y with i n our coun t ry t o in t ens lfy the

a nne d s t r uqq l e i n any mean i nqf u l way . · · ·

I n co mi n q to t h i s stca te9ic cul ·de -sac (i . e.

neqo t ia t ions l. t he IINC/ SACP had no t ",e rely been he lples s

ho s t a ge s t o the crushin'l weiqh t o f t he ' o b j ec t i ve

con dit ions '. As I have a r 9ued . the h istoric macro·strat e9Y

o f c h e ANC/ SACP lead e r s h i!=' h ad been o ne of accom:.odst ion

ITh a bo Mbe ki preferred to c a ll i t one o f ne90 t htion l . The

lea de rship were now tacitly admi t t i n9 c ha t t he varyin9

t a ct i cs {no t strst eqy l used (e. 9 . anned "t r u9 'llel. we re only

pa r t o f an o v era ll st r a t e9 Y of ne 'lo t ia t ion wh i c h we r e , o f

cou r "e. wha t the ' peop l e ' had wanted a l l a l o n q . The ve r y

!='ract i c e of decades of libe ratio n s truqqle ha d e ff ec ted a nd ,

i n t u r n , been a f f e c t ed by the ' obj ec t i ve rea l iti es ' (wha t

t h i " s t ud y ha s tenned t he ' dialec tic of s tru9qle' I ; t he ca s e

wa S no d i f fere nt no w.

Th i " s t u d y has ~de the case f o r v iewinq the 'obj ective

r eal i ty ' of a ne90 t i a ted llbe r ati.on as the r e s u l t of
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COnSCiOlls/subj ect ive sttae.qtt chokes made by the .o.NC/ SACP

l e a de rship. Tld s lleanS the ways in whi ch t he y conceived of,

and l e d the s truq\l l e; a pro"<lU wh i c h '"'a s 10 111e411y United

to t he chan"inq ob jective conditions under whie h t ha t

s t ru\lqle t OO k p lace . Wha t miq ht have been pre fe r ab l e to

..e \l o t i a tio ns ( . ''1' a n insur r ectionary t riwnph o f 'peopl e 's

power ' t , Wa$ pos sible on ly t o t he " x t e n t that eh l! character

and conduct o f t he liberat ion struII.. l", a s practiced by t he

ANC /SACP, " as detenoine d by those in .. hos . nam" it wa " beinq

..aqed.

On the internal f r on t the Nat i o na l Parry had j e t ti s one d

!lotha (who had r ec e nt l y " u ff ered " necke l i n la t e 1g e9 .

r e pla c:l n q hi'" wi th a mOCe r " f ona · mi nd ed r.w . De Kl e r k . 000

i<i.r k 1mm"d1" t ,,1y let it be known that th inqs we .. .. goinq t o

be different by consciously a lLowinq qr ..a t e r f r eed om of

act i v i t y . Wi t h the Mas s Demo c r a ti o:;: Movement (MOM ) It he new

name for t he r .. consti tuted uon s tructu.. e s inside t he

co unt r y haV ing embarked o n a new oe fi a n o:;:. campaign to

pressure the apartheid s eeee, De Kl u k .. esponded by backin g

o f f f r olll h i " p r edecessor's harsh repression and

conf r o n t a tion. E:lIIbo ldened by the political space thus

e r e a t e d , the MOM held a national Conference fo r a Oemoc u t i c

ru tu.... in Dec e mbe r , 19 8 9 a t whi c h t h. Ha ..a re Oeo:;:laration wa s

for:nally adopted . The 1\NC!SACP's i ntunal a ll i es had j umped

on boa r d the neqotiations t r a i n.

A.cut"l y aware o f t h e need t o st<lm the contin uin q

"o:;:onomic and political crisi s of a par t h e i d c a pita lis"" and

!ao:;:ed wi t h lIIOuntinq i n t e r na l and i n t "rna t i. o na l p .. e s s u r es to

move towards seri ous nego t i ations, De Kl er k lIlade hi" fi rst

mOve by r "l<lasinq seve n prominent ANC! SA.CP lead e .. s i n

O<: tober. " This wa s fo llo wed by a i n t e r nat i o nal diplomat i c

o f fen sive des i q n"d t o l e s s e n South Af rio:;:a' s isola tio n and

; ive the i mp r e s sio n that the new qov<lrnment was c o.....i tted t o

chang-e.

I t was becoming i no:;: .... as inql y c l ea r thil t OIl K1er lc a nd

his a d vi so r s had qrasped the need to ..a lee a dec i s ive b r eak
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with t he past . It there was qoinq to be any chance ot
a u.Unq with the orqanie crisis o f apar theid capital islIl, De

Kl erk kn",w h.. wou ld have t o pursue a poHtical s..ttle lllent

with til.. ANC/SACP. Desp ite its i nterna l weakne sse s and i h
i nab i l it y to pus'!nt a serious i rTl'led t hrea t t o t he aparth"id

stat e, t he Jl.NC/ SAC P (alo nq s i de its i nte r nal al lies ) h ad

e mer qed f ro'" t he 19 80's as poLitically h" 9 ,,",on10. AS t he

main o p ponent ot t h e aparthe i d state, the ANC/ SACP a l ol'1"
wi th the unio" OIOVe l!len t were cent ral to any neqotiate a

settl e ment .
Al t houqh no one could have kn own the s peed with wh i ch

DOl Klerk would JIlOve. one thinq wa s cl ear by the b eq inninq of

the new decade : by r ele asin" lfa ndela and en".." i n" a"
ANC/ SAC E> leadership committ ed t o a peaceful negotia t ed

settle ment, De lUe r k woul d 'l i ve th" whit" r ulinq c lass the

best chance to lKaintain s ub s ta n t i a l po l i ti ca l and "c onomic

control o"" r the ens u i nq proc"s s.
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NOTES

''I'no fou«h p U la < <. ~.u to ono o f four sto. oo:! . ~.... o! tho
,t,IlC / SACP ' o luaU.tlon "'''991°' tho i noun.Houl ),.ol o"'on of t ho
o pUU,o'd '-9'_ Ii.< " ,,,dly opp ea.." in wr itt e n cIot"","n U os tho Lan
o f tho f our u ... l.

'Stun (\9911, pp .U-IJ . Th••""nt t o_ t o tlo known .. tho
' ..u"u:on' cputh bo• • "u ""U . nod. u i4 t ho . Sou t h "'hlt. hod 'orosse,;.1>. flutoloon ." Cbulo"dy . Botho ' , ide. o f who . oonst H ut o el 0 ~"I> i ton ofld
tO n o f <I_ u ti. ond Intornatl ona! . o plul we . O t o< s pU t .

'>Iony of th... o. p.tdhts ,u ppo<tood Gush.. l u t hole. l ' , In k. ..
_we...nt, ....n9 it os t<Undl y to h e. ""'_<pri •• and .. toun"~iqnt
to ><lIo. th.y puto'''''d'' • ' , ool . h ot ' AIle/SACt.

' AJ.o n "inch, "Sontt ion• • Loons, ond t ho SOUtn Al d . on £=nOfll)',"
1 0 Ku k or ki.n 0'<1 • • Son.o,on.> ""'• .inn Ap u ••oid ,cop. To wn, I».vl<l Philip
publis hen, UUI, p. 270 .

'no poi'" "",no "d,nd ' h• •"i~1el eelu ' .l ' 0 , oll 0""' t he d.",
h. d b • • n Ch••• ~. "h . t • • " a.n~ Wh i e h . n • • <••t 1n~ly e"o~~h h~d . n
.xu . ...ly . h • • y lo~e po<doHo. '(it hi n "",,,. h . of ,no f ...... ~o.el

l e " d. nq b y Unit.d St• • • • b.n" hed I.ll e " b y neA ,ly helf of NIln L' "..
b.(o" the .""o~nee,..nt [ 50 0 UIII<:. "U.S . ~"k••nd se~'h lIft ie~."

Andy.i. L INuhin.. too O.e., 19191) .

•.... ..d whn t h. u n . ",,~ld b• • bo u• • G. vi n "Uy. eh...penon o f
South M.io.'. l ....... t eo."o,.tion ""..lo-_neon, .....d

I th.nk the . t h... i.• • eoh.,.n ' ..".. l o < bu.i.n. ... .. to
" . nt ' 0 Ii.nd out i.f .r.... i . e""""," ~'ou"d ... t h.t • lr..
e"u,p, ' o OlO t y it o1""",on'. "ly " . tto< .. o...un.....al.h
.h.n t yp e of Ke , ~i.. ""eiall... . I ""u ld 11<1,.. t houqM i t
w If-.''id.nc . . • t h., nobody w. n to to 1i'10 y • <01. i n •
toontty wh... the .eo nolly . . . " u duuoy.d ,i. tho< by • • or<
of Ka ,.i . t .pp,ooch to " • • l'h e'• • ' i.on , o r by • • • •
,e""l~'ion.I "'••k~ y ...n. 5. p t ......... 13- 1'. U IS I

' T!>o u i.nvolved i n pottin...h. dele... ti.on tOOl• • h. < ... 01 li ke .
w!:Io · . who o f 50u t h lIh i e." _ po l y c.plt.l. In odditlon t o IIelly t h . y
inehded An..lo-.o.rne.it.n die.cto < tod> De ee•• Il.to< to 1..01 th.
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D."",era" ., ' utVI ' To n y Bloo.. o ~ tho hll90 P ,eooJ.o< Gt O"" Pe t .. Sorour of<I". South A f r i ,. foun d oUon, IUh "",holt o! B..l_ I'Ond' Frod d u
'loso h of tho In, uu n•• 'lion< Sonl.." or><! a..U B.ll of Bu.loy . B.n~ .

On tho ~ / SACP .Ido , ~. ..400 . h"*,o , w" . oll,1o Man!., Thob .. _ kl. hllo
Jor" on , 0 Kah ) . aad "._. Stu... ( T ornbo on4 Jo r""" \>u nq tho only
no n-SAC' mto , .[ S. .. Su,iouo o.y, U p . . ..... . I, InS, ond Sotodoy TiJH.
( S,",I , $.p I S, 19B5].

'Int••v1 h wH Il OU"". Tambo on ~.dio 'roe"""'. U Octob.., !~ I S
IUn ivu u t y ef t he Wu t u n Cop. , ""y ' \>lIyo Centn ~chi"". Hi c <o h l:o l .
"'d10 ' ''0010"' .... ' h. Nlc I SM:: P UdU btoo<lcuUnq fr<... Luu "•.

"o'.'vl.... " ith Gu l" ""Uy on 'ho Sou th M o,tu Bt o o<lc u t i oq
Cocponti.on, S.p••OIb•• U. 19U IVn i ve u H y of the 1I. , ' o<n Cop.'
>l« y1"'"yo Centn ... t hh "• • M1 c t o U l ll1. Ho doubt . ~dly .... alo .. oU _ H oq
to i . fl u, n c e hu £ud. .. n".. of ""ita s"",c~ Mtlc"n• .

"'ilia N!<:/5ACP Uoued " OU''''''.' .oon af t « '~a _ eU. " . n
r .."po. " '0 ""ll. l o r " ..tiona! conwnt .on ' 0 " 1I"uu ••qoti"t iGn.
,c"ti." t~ .. c c~....v....... '.'."Ud £........ oy " , el f "ppo l n t e" O.~"iq.,
.UtU <o. "C" . t . c . " b le ,~.o~.. r ..t,leDe'" o! the I... o ! ,~e eou.,o.y
ov.. r oh e h .. " el••! o~. p.opL." [Sea How....d kn..U, " No ""h o.,d
c .. nv"ntl • ., wi t ""u' tqudHy oay . en. ""'C," ....k ly If.fi l, Soopu~.. 2 '
O"too.. , 3, 19851.

" Hark P~illip• • Coh., Cola_., • ..... 'h.. Xl.d .1 'I.. , Sttate"i"
!ot t ...htU ., i . the et£.! .eqothOio•• , " r fo.... t,"., !I, <19191 ,
p . 13. ~e'.q.. S"hult u.it.d St" t •• S.", y .f st".. "t the ......
Thi> ..port ... , ~<cl th .,""0., of , n.. c o., u"tive ••q£qe...n' ..,n"qy
.f t~.. ""q". ,,"""... c ..e1.". " h i " h II.&d p..vi.u.ly f ""u"<1 .olely on
p . ....unnq t~• • pact~..iel ,t" ta .

•. i\ <li."u• .,o. o f the EPG ~.po« .... .....11 ., _ ..u . .. . uD.aquant ly
, .."o_n".<:\ . .. ' he C.""""n.... l t~ • • 00 ton"'heel in , lnclepen<lent &xp. t t
St u ely (i,. up, S"u ,h "£,,i"" Th. S"n"ti••• lI. por t ( Lo.,~. , r oo."ui. Book> ,
198'1 ' .

'~_ Lod". , "'Th.. Al ti"an " " U on. l Conq,e lto. en. K.bw.
Co.!e.en".," in Sou t ll af. i " .. R"vi"" f , <;10,.. Mo l.q,iel Ooety a do . ,
(.,l" h" . nn o u ' 9 ' Ila""n r ..... I ~ e 'l, p . l) . t n t~. actid. Lodqe ....L. " •
• h~t tho AN<:/ SACf ~u!d ~n.fit f t .. 'h. implemen , a' lo. o f "ueh
p . o po..\>, as 1t would 'Ii.. . h. orq"n'UU..n " ""a n" . eo ". ntr• .,ch"
.cul! 1.9 ..11 '( ' nOld. t n. country . wnl le .n the . u.face 'hla p ~.eUv.

'"ol.qhc 'PlI. ~ ' to ~ " s impl. ""'c,.. of wu 'I. . 9 ' . 90 o."k h ...
· .. n q"". · . h. " n_yon ...... "nn ' ...., .. , 1C 19n or.. . n. "otapl..itl"
'nh.... ' I n . u e h • de".",. , H""ln9 ~•••n ex,er.dly-"ue<! tio...tion
""""",,"nt fo e 00 l.nq t he ••q"niU<1on ,",," 14 U.d lt .....Dd y di!!icul,
t " .dap, ' 0 1.t.....1 "ondiU I 1"9" l1 t y , .dju" '0 p • • cHeal party
po J.i <1 e • • e.,<1 • • ph,-" .uen" ".. co t hai li t .nt " " .. .,.,• • tltu.ncy
, n "",tveel i n oitt.. i .,ternal !>a t Un . r , fot th M <:! SACr to h. w
.....d. 'u"," .. _ "" , n LlU6/IU' ...,ulel ....". elut1y """k. neel .he
0 ' 9 • ., i u t l o n 1. ""' .y w. y• . 1<>; , t tu • • eel .ut , the da"i.ion. "I t h.



Nle/ s ,,,:, ; n 1990 .h"""<1 th.. ~ven tOQ' yun hUt " w.. not pn puo<l
to t a ~ o on t llo . a t . onal 'o<.y,

..,
'1'. l1li>0 h...0;'<1 t o on ...ny o e... l on. t h. t " r _. t .top
eunni.ngo 'tOund., I tuen "'y .. tontion to tho J,nt..na!"
hO ,U" not. Th. tu.on ,. th.. t tho .. t unal boI• • n appo ti to
b ou eq oo u i o v Lth ovt On .... , th. ... eo oonuoto YOQ .... ~ tho
""'to yOu h.v•. Thu. wo.. """n y pt..i <lon t ••n<l p e i ",.
rn.I. . U t OU thot won t . " eon oton t con. Ql....on with Talllbo . nd
ch h ..fl~t..<1 tho peo<oool ot t ho i nt u na U ""al o ie",,"' .
Thou wu~ 0<10 oh.. n«o.., 11 k.. {>IX _ n<lul K. uil . , vho
wor.....<lio. t ~o to t ho fronU ln., but I t hJ, n~ t ho bal • • oo,
tho but pouc••aI. _n 0. 9" q . <I ' n thU ; .......U o . oI <. L.q
on" 0 l o t o f uo v. n v~ry otit.ool o f thi • .

" Po e ox'""'P1e . of t hiO f' ..... '0...."'.... • ... Koa ( 1911 1' HoU o n"
II U 9 ) , .n" M.o qUbon. 11919 1. "utioipont' ox L0>9 l os .u t o b. ['vn"
theOQqhout "",c I M C' H u n t v ," I n th. PO.t-r.Otvu y, 1990 pe n ...
pu"o"l ..l y • • t ho p.qu o f t ho eo.poohve i OQ, n. lo o f tho.....:: • • 0 tho
s .o.c: p I"'yibuyo oncl '1'.0 II t d e•• """,,,u.J. U ,

" Ob.orvee (UKl. M,u e h 2 . 1986 . . rO e a n ..o.lltnt ..no lys.. o f t ht
: . mb. b wo. n o"a~lo .~t ' ot'lo k &one , "f i n . neo one U.ov.n ~vol oPftOnt I n
hmbabwo," I' h p . QU""'Uo• • ubraitto<l to th. Pop......nt o f Gooqnphy .
J oh n ' Hopkin. Univenity, eol " IOOn, U 92I . fo«he-"'''q p uloH co<. o n b y
Alr io.. Ho <l <l , .... .

" IUIC. "SUtcneM o f tho Not'onol I:><~c"tivo C.,...;, t ..o o f :"~
Af< ioon N~t iO"'~ conq.... on 'oe QQu tion of Hoqo t i. t io n . , " Oot ol> oo 9 .
198 1 ( 1,uu k• • p.~h1ttl .

" t b i <l .

"tbi<l •

. f o < a n . n..eUtl"q ••00Y$" of <b.~ to••Ut"..on.l "",<lo U"o$
l r"", .. ' d ......eu<io . oou li.. ' poo.peotin . e o Do.ry l G~..o" "Dulooteoy,



'"
s ocl."H , .nd t il" f~u,u. · tiork in Fr"'1n u , .. . ' . ~6/S7.

INo " /Dec. ....... \ 9 8 81 , pp . 2.-) O. GI.." . ..deo.... eM poll_ leal
<:l . ~••• he "hide. the AltCISAc. f ot 1,,111 "9 t o " h o ld oct .. '"Gte ••dieal
" .. i o n of South ACH " ' , lonq. t-tan. . """ollli e l " c u •• " l p . ) OI.

·~lt . hould boo no te<! t ha t ti,. "aU. co.... "" f t o.. i n..d" the
to~nt ry . ..... " • ••" 9 f r om t ~. youth A<>d ....~.u . wen for .. , o t l d ...
futuu. It t h" ""C{ SACP lUd"' ~iP ha4 polhd ' ••a ...... .... . bu• • nd
al l o.-:l thh •• ' 1"" • invoh.....nt' i n dra..i no; "P t h" 9 ui de lin.., they
..o. l d '.ro IV hue coooe u p "Hh .. v. t y diff... "t do "t .

Th. 'I" i <lel tn.. """" o ften h• • " " ..c nbed '.ct1cal __
<lutqno<! t o appeal to th" b toa" u • • paco. ... o f op . nion .nd en,u.e ..
• ••, .>t:h " .",IUo" t o ' ....Uon. l d• ...,.u"y · l t h . fiu c " ' 9_). HO_ V•• , it
'". , c be ............0<1 cUt AJltf~' t ll_ t y ond puctie. in . ..en". d. ..."d.d
.. "n itO<! t<o n~ ..ut0'l'Y. Th. Co".h~utlo"d Gv,d..hnu, f a< h".. l>c'n'l' •
• ho~t ·<om cacu.""l ... n .. vv." <op~"UMod t he 10.,lca~ ..'.n..on o~

M e I SN;, 10nq· . .....tu~• .,y ..... ,he .vont. af u r Feh r"",y 179 0 have
s hOwn , t he cle"u. con tuneel ' " t h .. G"'doU"... h.ve, ;.f . " y' h ' '' '!" , .... en
...... ud de......ve" _ .e.

"!leUce tho ..ay 1n ..Mch ' h .. NEe po .ee1 ~h. qunti.on of ..ho ....
'r.'s ln.,' che " .ve of ne'!"ot htlon • • Eve" t h<>v'ih .h* !cth. 'I"cv""""'"C
h.d P" ' fC' ''<A.t<! ,h. u own ' 'I".n<Is fo, "''i"Ot;.at.O<\ , the po_rf"l ,,",,.tu.
and •••p.c H v. og. nd.. of cth•• lnu."."c "a1 . <><1 <lo......c fo,c•• h
c""",le.dy ,.,no«d hI' t he NEC ... U M. I "".ed, 'h* " to .u'_ nt
loov... ~h. ,~,....cn tho' , h. Ub tlon . u vg'!"h I. cn. pH"" g t h*
., l cb d fo,c•• of "", , 01 q c a<! <a lb.i e ..H h dith••n' con ceptlcn. of wh.,
~hot CO"""'''''. I, og. in.. 'h••vil .potU•• j, <! _In .

" Cov . n R. lly , "Th e r.rvoro1ty of unctlo". , " ....... .... ,!"ivon ~o the
$"" ' 1> A!< ' c.-B,i tOl n Tr.d. "''''OC1<Atlo" , Z6 Auqvst , 19U, . vp p l ....". to
Op .iJrw l l , No.J I• • p~_.<, 19161 . U <lter i n 'h. y.er o"oth• • Anqlo 
..... r1c." .ueutlve tael> d. Bee< h<Ad p , ovi <leel t he ut>onolo fo, ....n.poly
c.pltal' . aq ..""•. He h<Ad 'old 'h. lloyd e"""","_dth Sechcy 'h.t,

~• • 11 undoround h..... y.u. o f oport heid h. ve eno'" ...ny
hloc k. to " l 'ot t he eeon"""e .. we ll .. , h . pcIU' '''' '
.y.tem. Bu~ ... d <An no. ,Uo" tho ha hy 01 fu••nt u p.i.. ~o

•• r hr o.... out wi t l> the h. th... t", of . pa rt. old [ fin.,,~~a j

Ti Jl.... l\JXl, J~n. 10 , 19861

IleUy" .ttoc ," on the AIIe l $Ac;:! t Ot ... ' n tain~nq th. ,. e . l ls for
..netlon. i . u .........nd..bl e b~t . """,..h. t "", . p lot . d . Th. tinsnch~

..nction. 'n.tuuted by ' M",n.t1o"" l flnanc. c.pital w... e r " " nq

.«iou. er.dit probloOlS f o. do....Uc hun " . .. . IId ~dly '. cal ls for .
po ll" ""1 ••~ t1_.t ...... 1\0 dO<lb t de" g"' d t e hop. tuUy c r.....
• t 'Ob d ity whi e h ""uld ce.u1t 1ft the 11f'lnq o~ t ho • • Un.nchl .."ctio"o
• • " ••nd hi. cohorts eould , .t d own t o r.,~l.. b u.." . ... IfhH . t he
MCI 5N:. <. rc&101y h'Od • deq,u o f ' n t ••na..enol "",..1 i nf h . nc . the
deP.. nd.nt betor .. la r .. ony I U t . nq of financto l ..nctions ..
<onc • • ned h I' with , ottin, the ""CI SN;! to ~h. n.qot.o..n., t . bl the<
thon ....h t he deqr• • o f _ ..1 . un i on ....1ch t ho o ".nn.Hon co~ld

con t i n"" to _. t e<.



'"
" s .. · U . S...... ioune.o to South Ahiea Roport," lute Cop.....".

Foet Shu• • "'Put 12. UU. TIl. ·o.....1_n< 01"" conU o..d of Uunetd
u.UUnco tOt. · x......" lUcht. FwId" , • " !.lbo , Union t ..inh, · p c. j o e t
<hroufl> tho ArL-C'C , tho ' Speei a l 541f-No1, r.nd" fo t ·~nity
d.y.lo~nt· ' hi,"e. ~ueo.Lon p<~t~ fot o.U4o"tO t o o . 04 y 1n tho
U.• . ' .nd funcla for ~.t<''''lth.nln, <l,,,ooc••01e: ;'notH,,'ion.· tun by tho
HoUG", l EndO_nc lot _ncy. It _ on', t • • , on In-<lepU. 0,,<11 '010
t o I L",on out thot .uch ' <loyd _ no ..,, ' 10 opo e H l co U y ""'lqned. to
butH.... uppo« I •• U. It.. onuq<l... oyot_ ond btine ,,",uth AhLe,
lnto tho _"o,n eopiU1Ut <&IIf' .

n · .: "i•• Infl"on.o in So"th AhJ,eo,' Sto•• Dop....." . Report
to Co n q , 1ft U • .,to...Uon J. U n l l. pp . 90- n . The uport
"" U. o n tho 1nll,,0".0 of tho SAC' ""hin tb. btu'" AAC/S#J:.F
alUonco ...utU... . n 10 I ndl . ot h . "f the ld""i"'l"lOlll p• • ,iUpoo1Uon
of tlo. ~u~"n ~"UtuUon tllo.t the u po <t ........ ,bat .10. SAl;,
..p,..ute<l " dU Unct . ..ditd · th,ut to the 'lIOUzaUO" of "
d...cU1Ued e"piUU • • • Wb.. tb. "~tbOn i~"o.. U t u ' tllo. i "'i"ie o t
the SACP ·. """ .,ut.qi' lo.... h tio" . _to i " "0 ....y P__"UUy
oppo• • d to tllo••1Io0«-t "ee,""t."e. ol • det.d.Uted e"pit"U••. No
doul> ' the n'bo," ..... t U<CP .... pou"Ud T'o,u ~n lUn" t Ot
the ti,ht ..... to . pt i ", the ucond ...q. of f""hli •• 0" "" p.eHnq
·_.t ' . ""a' th.y did ••_ to ,'..p tlloo~,IIo. a . oppo.ed to SACP
.hoot1o i. t .... t the vo.y p. oco.. of i ".U'~U"" " d...e.dhe<l
eapl',,11•• wo~ld .YD•••"ti" l ly U~<&1'" ""y pot." • • al foulld.tlo" for •
• o<:ond .oc1011ot "'9'"

~'lnq t h...d _l"t. tIIO' . th.,. .... th. t.nd."oy .-o"q acada"e
ob•••va.. of South Al .iea alld tllo. AMCISAC. t o ...int.rp,.t the i"'i"iC o f
ldIC/SAI;' lib.UU"" thoo.y p.aeUed ...., q y . TbU d.o 10<1 t o
"""o.'ployinq th•• f1.et of t i"U••"e. 0 1 _otun 'ov......" .. and
",,,OP01Y capital "" the NlCI3A1;,'. "."..q ;' e ""tb . A ~ood i . U t lo.
arti"le by 'obor t pan_. "t ho ""a,a" fo ••i", , 0U c y t _ u d So~th

Attic.' t M Id""logy o f the w. .. Cold W• • • ~ Mri••" Stoel;'.. lI.vi. " 21.
Mo . l IKe . c h. U Ul . pp . 51-t2 . "ft• • con.eUy l <le" U fyl " q tb.
l d"" i o , i e d ch.... e... o f t he "".,." adali"ist..Uon and i to .p. e Hl"
. pp U c atl o " t o <I" $0"" " f nu" o1t....U o". '.«0" """.h"I." t ll.&t th.
ANe/SAc . ~d , ••1•••uch eoopt"tio" . nd proe.ed to a ••1 z~•• of po_' ,
I.ltho " , 1> t .... et<lel..... wr l tt. " befou the poot- .p.lolnq p.rlOd. tl>.
i "......"t • • •~tl0" l n r . tto,,· • • n" l Y' i ' w" tb" t .... -'Ne/SIle.·.
' ''. ' . q ' e path w.. wr*>Hio.UV bound to • n.Honal 111>o"'ti o " ..hleb
would d.llv• • ,odieol pollO l e.l and .eonOBle t.~n.fo",Olo" . L!~O ..n y
• • _ . . ....lY. .. of ".Uon.l 1ll>outio" _" 1n t " ..... fou.
d""ad••• P~tto" . Uow. 1>10 !>op.. to elOl>d . 1 "..yoleal vio1on . n.
unfo"u"." •••uH ..... boon 'n .ndlo...u of ~c_e
di" l l u. l~n. t he , ••ul t. o f vl>ldh c o " 'ln"••0 • • • 1. u. l y lmp.i •
• ""oeoapo••ty udiul .eholu.l>ip.

" e tt ad ill Lodq•• _a..o" lillil. p .lll .

' 'Ho c Keb..., . ~IIl0unal 000..<&1".".. of P•• to,ia'. P••••" t
'o.e1q" Poll":.'. ' top. ' p . . ..nt ... t o I.....n•• I n _ry o f "'tUl"O ...
lto9.""....d lIuth li.. t l e . " " O da t.ot<>do. -'1<10:0""' . Unj,.... i ciada
Edu<I.do I1ondle"• • IIopuu>. 1lo..lOblqu., .:r.n~uy 21-22 . 111 81 . p .16 .



" S« V .I . ~~nin, l""uUH#• • T"~ H.i,...... S'.;~ of C.pitdi'"
! M ~ .. l o . k, Intun.Uona} PubU . " ... , U 19I . Lenin ..t. out a p..tLe u l ..
~.finiUo. o f i "P• • iU1o.. .. . · . p.e;.ol· ."" · l>1q " •• t · .t. qa o f
• • p i t U lo t d~vel_nt . A.ltl>ouqh Leni n ' , a-Hnit1on of i "'Pu h l1 , .. 10
li lr\l.t. d by .,o,.. i~'.atio• • 0 1 , ..... . nd '1" "". ! would ..qu. th.t ,h.
! und . _ n<ol f ..turu th . t h. i. i ~ ou t a<~ o<iH relevant t o . n y
" n" enUndinq of t ont ""POn ry .'p i u li....nd qlol>a} p. U U t • .

"Th~ .p~.1! i. eont' '''Po,ary ... n i h ••• tion of thi.•••n b ~ ..~n in
t h...c etyi.iu of tM HlF . nd ,,.~ wo d d U n t o l>ot h r e p n u ntin'l" tn~

oomt>i.ne<! Inu . .... o f ...,nopo11 e 'p. tal ••d ....0.." ••p ..tali . t ...... .
See !'ad.y.e " " u na), .nd 8on<l U"2).

" Fo r . f ull. ,. l.oto.y ot • • tio n' l>y .n~ Uni. ted h tion• . ..
~ll.ub..t h S.,h l.....t. ""h'it'" N"'o n. S.n."on, ' n<l Sout h HH'" Leuon'
h"", t h ~ C. .. of !ou th••n ""0<1... ... U.'t'" M. u o n, C~nt.. Aq. in..
"P•••" . l.d . No t •• • nd CO. ..... n.. ! N ~" Yo r k' U., ' ~d Noh on•• Fel>.u..y.
U a7) .

"On~ f o ..... _"'~r o f rh~ Br i.U . h ANI h.. po lnt~d ' 0 tho ~!t~ tt
th." tho ANe / !ACp · . h U t o r i .oll. y clo,.. ..u " i. U ~'op~.n U b. ,u. h.d
on " ". 0 <;.ni..t10n . r or , ,,_10. th. ANt /SACp " • • _ ~n • ...,..d " "h tho
' OCi U H or.... t . .. p r..t1o~d i.n Swe<I~ . Ion. 01 th~ ","C/SACP' ,
010'" 'U.n oU.le., . Su. h l.ntlu~n. .. no <l<>ub t Ud • p , o to" nd i"".e ' on
' ub ...qu.", ... 0 .-.1" lo l . ..on • • "01 io~.. 01 nd.leal ~.ono"'e

... n.fo.... tio n li. t" tyl. " lo th autno • • ~oY.."'e. u n - t". i nt~rY,~w"

pr.. f .. . nd t o .~... . n ""on~"' I .

Th~ ...t~n t to " hl.oh 'h~ , . n.tion, co"".l.qn o f t he ","CI SAC P "..
'nte.n ionUl y ,.ppo". d " . , exh'bi t '" . t the Det. _r. lUl AIIC1SACP
Con l no~ ' n ...... " •• T."zani. enti tL... ' p. opl e · , of .he Wo rl d ~.1t'"

Aq.. in, e ........ h. ' d foe • O"....,... t.l. South ...f d e .. •. Tn. Con f ...~"c~ d.....
hundUd, o f 'l"ov~ r""",n t .nd n""-'I"ov~<",...t<ol. <leh q . eeo . R~pu..n.. t1 o n
u n<;l .d It... ' h. ~ov.....-nt 01 e ub. to ot~... UU91.~' 0<q.ni ""0n.
( S.... ","to "Dcc.-n.. of the ""t eon f e. ·P..o ph·, o f t h.. 1I0.1d UnH.d
Aqhn.. .o.p."h~,d f o < • (loo....,e.. t •• Sout h ...h i... ·•• 1- 4 Do••nO.. , li9l
ILu...ka. P_h h U] .

" Fo. ut~"Uv....tU,• • <oI. .nfo .... ' lo. on th. · 'uc. ... • of
dl.un y......,nt ... ...t • .I•• ~.......h C.nt.., rh ~ S.ntt,ion. "'u pon le . p .
Town' Buc hu 8<>oU. l.9U). p p.9t- 104 1 . "" $. A. ./I....., ~r 2. No.l~ IA"<;I" H
12 . l.9Ul .

fn 'h ~ .u. of UN .nt.l- . puehe i.d oHon., . U _ ....n. d ..p~nd.d 0"
th.. .In<l'.,dua} .""....ne~ of ......,.. .... t .. . The ,p' ''h''d ...te wo , quit ~

' " e e e ..f ul i n ; ~ ttin'l" ar ound , h. 'ud ••nd . ...... l>oyoo tto t ha t ... . .
• ppll- "ne~ th... w~ <~ ... ny ne tion ,Uin; t o do l>u.in "nd~r t h .
u l>l S... o f t he ... j o r · o tf~ nd.n · r~ th~ U.i...d S..t b ra<ol..
a <l t d n . Ind J.p,n . Li ko"is'. ...ny co rpora..on••"""eo<l. o1 in
.ire.....""n' in; tho f ull ~H.tt. of di • .I" "t by ...t U nq up
, ub .i.o1.l 01 ...In; t hi.d pa tti.eo .. ''' tlnant oond "i... . Fo t •
dise~..i"" o n o f t h.. . I f ort. o f th. 'pa n " .ld ...t. cn ' ' '1'0,"" to
t h....nc U on . o .I'1"n . n Rob..t !la v i.... ·Mt .. tuito t". nav.h, n...
n~w ta q,onoo l ""O junc tu," . nd t n.. ••nc ti"". ques t ion." i . O < ~.In ( n U l .
1'1'. 204- 20•.



'"
Tho tln,ted SU' • • " " U -opu ' hei<l 100"' ' .... ab le to p~t o no"" "

p.,..... tt O n ,U U"Hood. Sto... ';0"'1 ''' ' to p (;0"'P, 0"0" 01 " 0 ..... h -
"",,'hud "'c t (CAMI in Se p . __•• lU6 (0"'" ' ..o i d en . ~..q OB ·' ""01.
Tho CAM "'''',,,n' _ t o q."..ony 11.....4 t o .udo ."" i n" ... _nt
"'"<0;0"' • • "" "0" tho '0" on n o.. 100.. hod h t t h d hco .inco
1"'0<"0<10,,01 hnone. cop.to l 1I0d d .udy ..t "•• d t ho .'o<."old H .....,.... '"_.tl oon (.cUit l ...

"Co r . u nl y. t hi s no t tho wi t h a U a nti -a,a.'hold
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CHAPTER 7

RETU~VI NG HeME: THE STRATEGY AND PRACTICE o r ~EGOTIAT IONS

l U 9 0 - U 93 )

In <;IImen l , soc1a l r eto nns can ne ve r be bro uq h t
abo u t b y th", weaknes s o f t ile stron 'l; they must a nd
wil l be called t o Ide by t he stre"qth of t he
"'",ak . '

Ka r l Ma rx

llhe n t h " all - whi t e Parl1 .ame"t open"d On rebruary 2 ,

1 9 90 crowds o f ceecnsrr ators qather"d outs i.de , a s th"y had

a l ways don", ca rryinq banners o f t he oppos i tion

o rqani u t i ons and ehantinq alo qa"s abou t t he i U ",q i t i mae y o f
ye t anctne e s!tU nq o f t h.. apartheid qover"",ent. Ev.. n t ho uqh

t here was a n..'" s .. nse o f eo"f ide"ee tha t De Klerlc was beinq

f orced t o e.. t r ea t from th.. bad old days o f t he 1990 ' s .

everyone a " ticipa t ..d a no t her Pru identi ... l s peech

r"' t ion...11 z 1n<,1 t he poli t ical stHUs 'lllo . Wh ile t he ANC/ SACP

and its inter na l e i r res had f or some U ..e b.. en \/1qorous ly

pu s hinq l!or t he b"q inn1nq o f n.. qoti",tio ns t hd r historieal

e x p e rience of s truqql e wa s suc h t hat i t on l y s ........d natur... l

t o r ule out s t ra t ..qical l y astute actio n by t he a pa rtheid

s t a te : s u r e ly i t would t a k", a !ew lIlO r .. pushes , a bi t mor e

i n t e r na t i o na l pressure t o forc e t he o pp r e ssors' hand. and

when t hat time came it ",ou l d s ure ly be on t he te rms of t he
oppressed .

What t he demonstra tors outside Parl1"",,,, nt and t n e

externalized N1C/SAC P had ne t; fully c o nsidered t ho uqh . was

the politic"'l wile o f De Kler k and t he fact t !lat he was i n a

,"u c ll st r o n qe r posit ion t h ... :: ,;~~ y miqht hav", t llouqht . I n

truth. the ANC!5AC P l and ma ny o f i. ts f o llowers ) had allowed



'"
t h f!lUe lvl!5 t o De l u l 1..d b y thei r own sen se o f meta l

au t hor ity . Wh i h , l'iqhttu lly c l aimi"" tha t t he b itter a nd
he roic s truq q les we q<l d h ad mad e it i mpouibLe fo r t he

apartheid s tate to " r u l e in t he old way. · t he correspondin"
reality was t ha t the ANC! SACP had itself arrive d a t a

stut e qic cul -de-sac: and De Klerk knew it. '
Ha vi 'tq failed to overth r o w the apar theid ., ute by

rocce, an objective s e verely constrai n ed by t he ANC/ SACP' 5

strateqic a p p roach to revolut i o nary <I rt11ed . t r ug " l " , t he

o r " ..n1 z .. t1on had choum t o r e ver t to i t s histor i ca l politics

of pressure. From 1 99 6 on....r es those pre s sur e s coa l esced

into a n increas inqly str ident demand tor a negotiated

s e ttlement. While t he Me/SACP ma i nt a i ne d i ts stated

emp hasi s on continued armed s ttu""le a nd developinq a

r evolutionary unde r9rou nd, the real ity Wa S t hat

in t ernational pr"ssur e and in t ernal ma n ac t i on became the

main pillars of struqqle. The ANC!SACP might have bee n at

the ape lt o f its i nternat i ona l and do mestic Doral authority,

bu t i n the ha rsh wo rld o f realpolit i k it was no w backed into

a corner: it had p u t most of its ca r ds on the t ab l e . F . a . De

Kl erk. s t i ll possess inq an ar r a y or p layable cards. was l ef t

hold i n q a stronq hand and his firs t p lay on Febr uary 2nd wu

to cd l t he ANC/SAC P ' s b l u r f.

Th e Fe tishization of Talks

De I<l e rk ' s parliamentar y speecll of Febr uary 2nd, 1990

wa s a mlls ter stroke. Cit inq the cllanq"s in the USS R lind

Ea ste r n Eu r o pe . as we ll liS t he r ed uc ed enr ea t; at the

l i b e r a. t i o n mo vemen t S t o "internal s ecurity" a nd t heir "ne w

a p proa.c h . " De Kl e r k declared t hat "the s e aso n o f v i o l e nce is

ov e r " and the t ime had co..e f or " reconstruct ion and

reconciliation . "' From "OW on , the l'.NC . SACP , PAC and a host

ot other dli '!d orqani zat ions were r r e e to oper ate inside

the country lMa.ndela wou l d a lso be released s horr l y ) . De

Kl e r k then wen t on t o o u t Hne the 90 v e r nment ' s agenda to r a

;>ost· a p arthe id South Afr i ca , stuu inq t he need to protect



:roino r ity tiqhts , ee r eeee the dyn a lllislll ot ~rket t o r ces ,

encou..qe f o rei qn inves t ment , lind c rea t e a peace tu l an d

s t a b le . nv ironment for eceece t c and pol it ical developme n t ,

Describinq the ai",s of t he 'lovertlOle n t as "acce p t able to a ll

[ e asonlble South At[icans," De Kle[k ca r " tully l a id out his

[ espons. to t he ANC/ SACP ' s demands :

AIIlon q othe r th inqs, t ho s e a illls i ncl ude a ne w,
democ ra tic constitution; un i ve r u l tranc hise : no
domina tion; equa l i t y be tore In independenr
jud i c i a r y; the prot ection o t minority as we ll as
i ndividua l riqhts ; treedoll o f reliq i o n; a sound
.conomy based on proven eco nomi c princ i p les and
p[ivate enterpri s e; dynami c proqra~es directed at
bett er educa tion, health se rvices, housinq a nd
soci al condi tions tor a l l ,'

In one short s peech De Klerk had s e i zed the strateqic

i nit i n ive , ' By u nblnninq t!l.e libera tio n movements,

[eleas i nq Mande l a , Ind r he t o ricall y concedinq the

[esi stince ' s more impo rtant d ellands, De l(lerk put hi ..s el f

la n d t he s tatel in I pos i tion to control the neqat i ate d

t r a ns i t i o n to a post-aputheid dispensation, Wi t h con t r o l of

the t ra ns i tion t h e i nte r es t s and lonq- t e nt domination of the

exi s t i nq whi te capi t al is t rultnq class wo ul d be a s s ured , '

The continued exi .st " nc e of a s t i ll powerful coe rcive

secunty appa r a t u .s in the hands o f the aputhe l d s u t e wo uld

let as t he ultimate qua untor o f an outcolDe fa vorab l e to the

whi te capitalist rultnq cl as s,

for the ANC!SAC P .eb[uary 2nd, a l t ho u'lh une xpected, was

I qodsend . The o rqanitation ' s choice to put a ne qot ia t e d

se t t l emen t at t he fore front of the libera tion s t r uqqle had

l e t t it with lit tle alternat ive but t o loo k tor a mutua l

cOl'lU'li tJle n t by ~ Kle r k . IlI\IIle dia t<!ly afte r the r el ease o f

Mande la on February 11 t h, t he I\NC/ SAC P and i t.s i n te r na l

a1 1 i es IIOved t o t a ke De Kl erk up on his offer . M interna l

headquarters wa s s et up i n Johannesburq and a n ' I n t e r i m

Le a d e rsh i p Group ' consistinq ot Mande l a and other i nt e r nal

l e a d e rs {llIa i nl y UDn wa s cons t i t u ted. ' Althouqh the ANC/ SACP

st r essed t ha t "a ll forms ot s nuq'lle" would rema in 11'1 place



and tha t "the peop le" needed to eont i nue "s trug'll i ng, " the

i nitial actions of t he orqanization seemed to confirlll t hat

ulkinq was <;Ioin <;l t o be the numbe r o n e priority , '

The f i r s t 'neqotiat i ons' t ook t he fonu. o f a se ries of

pe r sona l meet i nqs betwe en De Kl e r k an d Ma ndela , a tre nd that

wa s t o continue th roughout t he neqo tiation p roce ss . At the

s ame ti,.e, the externa l lea d e r s h i p " a s c onsumed with the

tas k of prepa ring t he ir 0 ...., re tu r n fo r i lllpe nd i nq talks with

the De Klerk government . Wh i le t he ANC/ SAC P was p r eoccupied

with t a lks and o r gani ; at iona l mat ce rs, i t s s u ppor t e r s were

being subjec ted to a to rrent ot viol e nce f rom s evera l

quarters; i n the ban t us t an ot Bophutatswana IINC/ SAC P

s uppo r t e r s were de t ai"ed and harassed; i n Gatsha Buthe l ez i 's
Kwa-Zulu ban tustan v r c ree e c lashes betwe en supporters ot

I nka ta .. nd t he I'lNC / SAC P/ UOr (r aq i nq s ince 19861, i nc r eas ed

i n t heir i n t e ns ity and b r u t a li t y: and violent atu.c ks on

actual or potential ANC/ SACP s upporte r s i.n the townsh i ps

around J o hann"sbu r q t ook place , o t ten !=,e r !=,etra t ed by Inkata

a ligned host" l d ..e lle r s and ..be t t ed by t he s tate security

f o r c e s . ' The ma s s bas" ot th" ANC/ SACP beq..n to appea l to

t he orqan ization and its leadership tor s upport " 'l.. i ns t ..hat

they cle arly s a.. as a conscious attempt by the apa rtheid

s t .. t e t o ..ea ken and i n t i mi d a t e the o r qa n i ; a t i o n ' s grassroots

s u ppOr t base , Se eming ly und e t e rred by the s e ale and

character of t he violence, t he ANC/ S....CP l ead e r s h i p continued

.. i t h their plans f o r bilateral di s cu s s i. o ns wi th the

government, Mand e l a assurin'l the faithfu l that De Kl e rk ..as

'a man ot i n te'l r ity ' who could be tru s ted .

The violence a nd t he ANC/ SACP ' s r esponse .... s an

importan t barometer t o r se veral reasons: it highHqht ed the

h i s t o r i c a l tailur e ot t he ANC / SACP's s t r uq<;l l e t o

s ubs tan t ivel y ..e a ke " t he . partheid s e c u r i ty t orce s , and thus
have t he e.pac i t y to uncond itiona l ly de1U4nd, trom the ve r y

be ginninq ot the ne go tia t ions pr oc e s s . th.i r e ff. ctive

~@structuri.ng .nd political nRut ra lizea t i o n' O; i t gave

indication that the ANC / SAC P were unable t o physic. l ly



".
p r ote ct t heir ",us constit ue nc y , having to i n<; r easin q l y re ly

on !ta t e secu rity fo rces, 1t r e vu .h d that t he ANC/ SACP

leade r sh i p fe l t i t neces s ary, tor both ob jective and

subjective r e a s o ns . to u lUtnate ly rel y o n tal ks a s the

st rate 'l lc locus t or sol v i ng probl ems and achi e v i ng powe r :
a nd l astl y, i t showed t h e qa p be t .... .. " ma s s expecta t i ons

creaeee by the Character ot t l'le JlNC/SACP ' s h b eution

s truq q le a nd the o r g an i z a tion' s abH i t y lind Wil li ngnes s to

mee t t ho s e ..xpec ta t i o ns . "

Wi t ho ut a n e ff ec tiv e response trom tile ANC! SACP , ttle

v iole nce served to e nc:c u r aq e muc h of t h e you t h to eec e aqain

t ake ,u t ters into the i r o wn hands, and t o f o,"ent opposition

to the " aseenc nego ti ations p rocess. Even thouq h this e ar l y

v i o l enc e and t h e sub sequent a c tions t a ken by t he ANC/ SACP

ha ve nOt r ece ived a 'l r ea t dea l o f a na l ys i s , it waS c l e ar

tha t t ha only wa y in wh Lc h c a rta in o f t he ANC/ SACP a n d

a ll i a d MOM leadership couid ho p e to con t rol t hei r own

consti tuenc ies, ma r'l i nal i a t r o ublesome 'radi c als ' , a n d

reali ze thei r v i sion o f a ' na t i ona l democracy' wa s t h r o uqh

pus hi nq a head wi t h a neg o t i a t ed s ettle ment. By s uc cess fully

p r c paqandiz i n" t he idea. that neqo tiat ions we r a tha only rea l

s trat e 'lic optio" and the qua ra n t o r of ' peac e a n d secu r i t y, '

those l e ade r s could continue to claim a po pul a r ma nd a te a nd

e nSur e a n aCCOmmoda tion i s t politi<;s t ha t melded wi t h t he

chosen stute'li<; pa t h .

The d eq r e e to whic h such a speci fic pe rspe<;tiva wa s

whol l y do mina nt POnqs t top move....nt l e aders h i p i s

d eba t able , but the clear ly do minant str a t e 'lic a pp r oach to

liberat ion s t ruq'lle (cons \llIUllate d b y an uneven neqotia t ed

t erra i n ) drea d y enshr i n e d b y t he AAC/ SAC P ce r tainly l ent

i ts- I f t o this kind o f po liti<;s. "

It is ins t ru<;t i ve to r evis it t he que s tio n o f class in

r e spe c t to lIlo s t o f the ANC/ SACP l ead e r s h i p" a n d wha t t his

mean t in u no" o f t he ne g otia t e d transit ion stra t e'li e s be in'l

pursu e d. Whe t he r o r no t t he majority o f t he Le adership we r e ,

i n 19 9 0, lIla teriall y loca ted with i n th" peti t e bourgeoisie



'"
c l as s . t he poUtics t hey pac t1c ed ce rtainly reflec ted ~

pet ite bourgeo i sie men ta l ity . As ha s been ma d e clea r i n t llb

stud y , thi s lIle ant a paU ric! i n OIh ich strateqic access t o

ex i st ing instltutionaHr ed polit ica l and eco nomic pewer ..as

pursued regard l ess o f the tac t ics utilized to gain aC ce s S.

As pas t:; Jl.NC ~tesi dent Dr . Xwna had rud .. clear, t he peLitical

a'lenda o f pet i t e boutq~isi" l ead e rship was not t o c cndu<:t

struggle in o r de r eo fundlll!len t a l l y t ransfo r m c a pitalism, bu t

nth", to " fi gh t and struggle to ge t Out fu l l "hate a nd

bene f i t fro m the s ys t e .. . ~"

Ma n y e d tics of ANC/ SACP policies and s pedfically the

d ecis ion to en t er into neqct iations have poi nted to t he

c llss composition of lead" [$hip UI a p rimary h et or . One of

t he mos t lucid c ritics, Ne vi lle Ale xander, ma kes t he

f o l l o wi nQ obs e r v a tion '

I believe t ha t there is a certdn his torical
mo vemene that has to t a ke place a nd to a certa in
e x t en t t h.. ANC hu got U n t r a p ped i n t hat
historica l s t r "4IlI. Be caus .. ot its mas s l e'1itim.. <;y
and t he f act t ha t the Go v.. rnment is wi l l i n'1 to
talk with t he.., the ANC will hav.. to d o t h..
ta lki n'1 f o r the people - i t could have be en the
PAC in 19 60 . The fundame nt" l r euon fo r this is
b e c e ue .. t h e .o.NC is a peti t e bourqeoisie l ed
movu.enr. The PoNC has no commi tment to the armed
o v erthrow o f the state and as such t he contex t for
ne goU"Uons a re very diff e ren t from wha t the y
wo u l d be if the reovement. t al king W45 on.. led b y
social ists/the wo r ki n g class.

" h ile t he viol ..ece continued u naba t ed, ANC! SACP and

gove r nm ent d"leqations ..et for t h .. firs t time in Cape Town

On May 4t h. Billed as 'ta lks abou t ta lks ' , t he ..eetin g

p roduced t he Groote Sch",ur Mi nu t e (s .... Appendix £) wh i c h

rathe r vague ly addres s ed SOme of t h" demands r a i sed by th..

Harare Declaration . Statin g that ~the gove r llllle n t and the I'.NC

esree on a common co.... i.tment towa r ds t he re s o l u tion o f the

ex i s t ing c l i mate of \/iolence and i n timidation t rOlll wh" t e v.. r

quarter , " t he Minut a sought to c rea te a s tab l .. and ~peac.. fu l

p r ocess of negotiations. W The r e st o f th.. d o cument bri efly



'"
dealt wi t h th" r e eue s of political prisoners, i lMlunity for

oppos i t i on leaders a nd act ivists . and the l i f ting o f the

St a t e o f E:o.er'lenCYI a worki n'l gro up wou ld be es t a b li s hed t o

make r e s pec t i ve recolll/!lendations. It was a q.eed tha t the

!Jover"",,,nt and the ANC /SACP would m". t aqain so o n and "the

obj e c t i ves con t ained in this minute sho u l d be ach ieved &$

ear ly a s poss i ble ." "

AS t he fi r st for..a l llIee ttnq be t ween t he government and

t he AAC/SIICP, the Groote Schuur t a l ks we r e notabl e for the

cont e xt i n which t he y took place and t he l imited content of

the s ubse quent ' mi n u te ' . Althouqh t he Ka ra<e oe"l,u ation had

se t oue d ellands for a "cl 1l1la ce conducive to oeqot 1 at10" $ , "

i t waS alread y o b vious th.t t h e ANC /SACP were committ ed t o

abandon ing their decade s-long e~ternal base and entering

into negoti ations . Whe n t he deleqations met in Ca pe Town t he

ANC!SACP, despite po t ent ial threats t o u turn t o the .. m.ed

strugql", had no real .. l t ernative t o a stuteqy of

ne g o ti .. t ions. The Gr o o t e Schuur Mi n u t e reflected t he

wea kness ot t h e ANC!SACP because i t wa S now having to play

b y an entirel y d iffer en t se t of ru l es ove r whi c h the

o r g a n i za t ion had e~trelUlly limited le" e r a ge . I n e ff ec t , the

ANC!SACP ' s d e mands were mor e l i ke ple .. s t o the ..parthe i d

s t a t e t o play fai rly , and De Klerk had t he abili ty to se t

the broad ru l es of the game. To the ANC! SACP s upporter on

the g r ound, t he Groo t e Schuur Mi n u t e qa"e li t tle i ndica tion

t ha t t hei r organ izat ion waS de aling wi th the apartheid st.. t e

f r o m a position of s trength and wo u l d delive r a libe r a tion

wh i c h reflec ted the d emands o f t he i r own struggles. l•

After t he Cape Town t al ks Mandela a nd the e x iled

l eade r Sh i p began to a sse r t their dominance over the

o r gan i za tio n and i ts a llies . The UDF/ HDl1 was esse n tia ll y

absorbed i nto th. ANC! Sl\.CP, a nd COSlI.TU now bec ame t he t h i r d

par t ner i n t ha t o rma l l y cons t itut ed Tripartite .!\.ll iance

(he r e a f t e r r eferred to as the Al l i .. nce t . COSAW ' s o ve r t

political allegiance t o the ANC!SACP wa s an i ndica t i o n of

t h . success o f 'charteris~ ' amongs t the wo rke r l e aders hi p .



'"
a n d 'lave the ANC! SACP a we l l-orq",n i zed and powerfu l a ll y .

COSATU' s presence i n the Al l i a nce aho brO \1qh t spe cific

worki n q c lass c o n ce rns and a s t r o nq wor ke r sent i me nt t o r

ao chU s m t o t he reeerree e of e h. politica l arena, and in

the con t e x t o f .. neqot1",ted t ransit ion to libeu eion thi s

wa s to prove a source o f c o nside r able tension wi t hi n a n
,o,1114nc,", dedica t e d t o ' na t i o na l d e mo c rac y ' . "

In between the Groote Schuur t a l ks and t he nex t

s c h edu l e d llIeetin q with the 9 0ve r nme n t i n Pre t o r ia , set fo r

AU<;Iust 6th, t h e AHC/ SACP f o c used lIlOs t of the i r a t t e ntio n a nd

e n ...·qy o n admi n i s t r a t i v<l p r o ble",. , while Ma nd e Ll se t of f o n

t h e n ee e o f man y t oreiq" t r ips. As t he interna tional symbol

of t he Sout h African libe ra t i on struqqle. Hil nde la. ..&$ f e ted

a s a hero whe r e ve r he " en t and "as able to secure

co nsid e r a ble p ledqes o f ~ 1 nancia l ass istance f rom qo ve r n#ent

and co r porate s our CIlS. " In the Un i t ed State s Hande La wooed

business Leaders "ith his p l edqe to r e spe ct free enterpr ise,

a n d reacted positivel y t o a p lan pu t for" .rd b y Pr<ls iden t o f

t he RoCkefe ll e r Foundation, Peter Goldrn.rk, f or t h"

es t ablishlnent of a dev<llopment ban k funded by for e 1qn

i n vestllle n t." Wha t ".os particul arly int"res tinq abo ut

Ma n dela' s posi t ive r espo"se t o t he i d" a o f a deve l opmen t

bank "mOdeled On the Ma rsha l l Plan, ~ '" " as t hat he had

derided t he H. r s h a ll ~ l a " in a 1958 ut ic l e a s a llo" i"q t he

Un i ted s ee ee s co 'lain "contro l o f the e conoll ies o f t uropean

c ou"t ries a"d reduc inq the", t o a po s i t ion ana loqous to that

o t' depende ncies" " : t imes had c ha n g ed.

Ma n d e La a lso be qan t o 'l ive siqnals that t he ANC/ SACP

"a s not wedded to a policy of na t i o na li u t i on , aqa i n in

d i r ec t con t radi c tio n t o h i s sta tement on l y t " o months

pr evi o usly t hat "the nationalizat ion o f t he mines . the

f inancia l i "s ti t utio ns a"d monopoly i nd us t r i e s i s the

f u n d ....ental policy of the ANC and it i s inconceivab l e t hat

"e " ill "ver c ha n qe chis pol i cy . - : > A.!. if t o confirlll. t he

A1.1.iance's c ha n q e of hear t Ma ndela (alo nq " i th leadinq

COSATU offic i al a nd SACP membe r Ch d s 0 l ami n11 had a c o rdial



Ol.... tinq ..ah th.. An.- CIO at its At r i ca n-Amuican Labo..

Ce n t .. r , a body pr.. viously denounced by ttn, SACP u a fro n t

fo r the Un i t ed states central I nteU i 'lenc .. Aqency ( CIAI.

Kandela .... n t o u t of his ..ay to assun his hosts t ha t "state

participation wi ll not be an option i f th .. r e are be tt .. r

opt ions ."" ANC /SACP i n t erna tio nal af fairs supr..mo Thabo

Mb.. k i hai led Ma nd.. l a 's tour as an unqua lifiec;l ' s uc c e s s , '

arq u i nq that i t show.. d w..s t ern qo vernment s ha<:l acceptec;l the

ce n t r al rol .. of the ANC i n a fu t u r e South Afr i ca. Resis tinq

t h e char'le t hat this acc.. p tance wa s a res u l t o f ene W C' s
ch a nqe c;l s tance o n eco no mi c polici e s . Mbek i arquec;l t hat i t

was .. direct r e s u lt o f the ANC' s o wn strenqt tl and renewed

vi s i b i lity (a completely und i a lec t ica l a r 'lumentl."

Howeve r much th .. ANC/SACP wanted to be Seen by i ts mau

base as committ ..d to deliverinq substan t ive t rans fOr.1at ion

t h r o uq h the ne'lot i ations process, and however much it

c l a i med that its placatio n o f " e s t e r n capita lisro. wa s

t a c tic d lOaneuverinq, i t was being pul led alonq by i t s

un i d i me l'l s i on a l neqoti ations strat.. 'lY' Thi s was furt he r

ca t d Yl ed by t h e deleq i tillization o f s oci alis t poli c i e s

(a s s oc i a t ed wi t h t he co llapsed eco nollie. of t he USSR and

Eastern Eu rope l, "l'ld t he .. ccomp..nyinq demoralization beinq

ex p e r i enc ed by All i ..nee social i sts. " Wtli l e t he r e were

c e r t ain l y those in t h e mOVli'..en t ..n'lli' r ed by t he apparent

ab a ndOllllle n t o f l o nq - held principlli's and p olic i es (n o" h li' re

Itore so t han amon'lst much o f the youth ..nd worki nq .::la s s) ,

en ere w.. e the "CCOlllpanyinq fe .Hng tha t t here was no

alternat ive t o a l'leqot i ated sett lement entailinq cO"'Prolll i se .

t his SenSe o t s e lo.i-ta t a l ism c o lllb i n e d with ttle W C/ SAC P ' s

<;Ienera l l ..c k o t attention t o 'luss ..oot s o r qan i zat i o n a nd

'lIObllization did no t bode " e l l t o r .. tree e ee....ewe
lib e .... tion .

Re turning to South Af ric a ..s a P..esident- i n- waitinq'"

!(..ndel .. led ..n ANC/ SACP de le'lation to t he next round of

t al ks wi t h the qo vernment i n aeeee.. i a on Auqust 6th . Th e

r esul tinq Preto.. ia Mi n u t e (s e e Appendi x F l , reite r ated the



r e spect i ve part i e s ' co ltllll i t ....n t ~ to prOJllotl! and .. xp..di t .. t h..

norma l1ta U on and s tabi li zatio n of the s i tuatio n in line

with t he spi r it o f au t u&! trus t obtaininq aIllOnq t he le.. de r s

i nvo l ved ." It wa s aqreed that t he re r e e s e of dl poiitical

p r i s o ne rs would b e ex pedited by no la t er t han April 30 ,

1 5191 , tha t s e c urity leqisla t ion wo uld unde r qo continuous

~ revi ew, " and tha t "additio na l mecha n i sm. of

COllllllu nica t ion ... s hou l d be de velo ped at local, r e'l'iond , and

na t i o na l l e vels. ~ Whi l e these ' ..qr e ....enes ' re p r e sen t ed a

c onti nuation of th.. .. ffo r t s bequn a t the Gr oote Schuu r

ta l ks, t he Pr "tor ia t a lks produc "d a co mpl "tely une xpe cted

bombs hell: the ANC/SACP was unilate ra ll y su~pendinq t he

a r ..ed s t r uqq l e " i n t he i n t "res t o f IIlO v i nq as speedil y as

po ss i b le towa r ds a neqo Uat ed peaceful po l iti cal

sett l ellent.~ Wi th tlli s adde d provision o n t he part o f the

ANC/ SACP the Mi nute concluded t hat " t he wa y is now o pen t o

p r oce ed towa r ds ne qo U a U on on a new c:o nstitutio n . "

The de c i s i o n by t he ANC/ SACP to un i l ate ra l l y s uspend

t he a r lled s t r uqq l e c:aused understandable co nf Us i on alllOnq MK

c:adre s a nd man y All iance suppor t e rs" : it WaS clear that t he

c:ond i. tions s e t down in the Harare Dec l a ra ti.on fo r suspens ion

o f a naed ac t ivit i es had no t been ..e t by t he qovernme nt; wa s

not MK supPQsed t o be t he pro t ector of the ' people ' Who we re

under consta nt v i o l ent at tac k by t he s t a t e se cu r i t y fo rc:es

and their s u r r oqa t eS? ; had no t t he ANCf SAC P lead ership

cont i nu.. lly r eite r a t ed t hat t he a....ed str uq'l'le woul d

cont i. n ue unt il " a dellOcrat ically e lect ed qove rruM nt wa s i n

power? "": and above a l l , had no t the lea<:lers h i p

cons ist en tly promised to ' i nvo l ve ' i t s noa s s base in any

i mpo r tan t de c1 s i ons so tha t the neq otia tions pr o cess woul d

not lo a ke place ' over t h e heads of t he p eop l e ' ?

F(lr the l eadersh i p, the dec i s i on e e rree eee a " j us tified

t acti. c a l co~pro~ise t o ~inta in t he mo~e~t~ t owards a

neqo lo i ~ted s., ttle ment, " t ha t qave t he ANC/ SACP " t he I\Oral

n i qh qround .~ " [ v"n t houqh the l eade rship s tns s e<! tha t

a ....ed struqqle "'as no t be i nq to t a lly abandoned , t he



possibiliti e s o t .. ny return to s ubs t a ntive ulIled activity,

unde r the conditions ot a complete cOll\lllitlllen t to a 'pe ace t u l

neqotiated s e t tle me n t ' , were e Ktremely 11l1l i t ed.

It had lonq been c l e a r t hat the 'amed s t r u'l 'l l e ' was

no t eapable ot the a rmed overth r ow ot the ..parthe id sta t e .

However, its his t o r i c illlportance wa s in t he psycholoq icaL

..nci s ymbo lic impact on both the s t a t e and the ' b r oa d mass ' .

Now that t he ' a nned st r uqq l e ' had been 'su s pended', and wi th

no ",utua l commi tment by the De Kl erk 'lovernrnent, ~lliance

supporters on t he qround were , 1IIOre t han e v e r , vulnerabl e to

s t ;He- s po nso red vio l ence and depend e n t on an uneven

n"qo ti a t ions proces s t o del iver on t hei. r e xpect .. t i o n s . The

e trect i ve abandonment o t .. rmed ..cti v i ty only tur ther

cont r ibuted to the lack ot d i rec t ion and o rqan iza t ion

amonqs t the ' b r oa d mas s' , KK ..ctivi ty, desp i.t e its l i mited

threa t to the coercive c a pa c ity o f t he ..pa r theid .tate, had

a t l " a st s e r ved t o p r ov i de s Ome so rt of ;><>le f or t he

.. c t i vities o t the d i sparate Qroupinq. i n the t o wnsh i p s.

Without a ven t h" active presen<:e ..nd experience o t HK cadres
t he ' p eop le ' (pa rt icula rl y the youth ) were lett t o thei r Own

devices , t his cont r i buted furthe r to rank i ndi s eiplin e and

o tten t o ana r eh i c behavior.

'the Pr e toria Minute confirmed De Kler k ' s e H ec t i ve

cont r o l ot t he ne qo t i .. t r cns t errain . By " ivinq up i ts ann" d

activity and continuinq t o r e ly on e x ho r t a t i ons to De Klerk

t o accede t o it. lonq-stand in'l de",ands, t h e A.NC/SACP was

c ata lyzing t he qovernment' s ability t o dictate t he pace a nd

c ha r a c t e r o t a negotiated settlement . Tr ue t o pa st

expe r ience , the pretoria t al ks were fo llowed b y an

unprecedented w..ve or v i ole nc e , centered a round

Johannesburg' s townships, i n whi ch over Hve hundred people

di ed with l n .. t en - da y period . " This time a t t acks we r e

d irec t ed at to,"",ship res i de n t . i n qenenl, .....ny of who m

ch imed no partlcul "r political alleg iance , ..nd as berore

wete c .. r r t ..d out by people i dentif i e d as Inkata-aliqned

hoste l dwellers wi th the al l eged co nniv..nce ot a t .. ee



secur ity fo rces. " Not s u r p r i sin9 l y , .... ny t ownship dwe l l e r s

a p pea l ed to the AAC/ SACP fo r we apons . I n the Pt>ola Pa r k

squat t er ca:np on t he outskirts o f Jot>annesburq one resident

ofter e d this plea t o t he ANC/ SACP l e adership:

It wi l l U ke a lonq etee betore we 'le t the :none y
and ma y be by tha t t i lle we woul d be dead and unable
to e n :l 0 r, the l ux u r i e s money Can buy . Give us a nns
p lease . '

I n wha t was to beco~ a f ami l i ar pattern o f r esponse

the Al lia nce ludership point<ld to a 'third f o r ce ' " 4$

r e s p<ln s i b l e fo r stokinq the viohnce, the y prolll i sed to

investiqate t t>e violence iJ.nO tllke the miln e r up with tt>e

gove rnllent. lit>e n the violence continued unllbated HK leiJ.ders

mad e calls f or the f o rlla t i o n ot s elf-defense unit s i n the

towns hips (although Mf( was o fUcia lly ' confined to

b a r ra cks' f , and t ne Al li a nce l eadership adop t ed a ,"o re hard

l i ne a.t ti t ud e aqainst the 9 0ve r Nllen t and Inkata . tt>e De

Kl e rk 90 vernment responded by launching its o wn secur ity

c rackdown, and altnou9h it wa s os t ensibl y directed a t

r esto rinq ' p e ac e and stability' , t he practica l ef f ec t was to

f u r t h e r harass , i nt i mi da t e , and e l i mi na t e 9rass r oo t s
Alliance l e a.de r s and activi sts . Havin9 no other reCQ urse the

AllC/ SACP l e a de r s h i p a nno unced the suspension o f tal ks witn

t h e q Qlrernme nt .

Ii i til. no real alte rnat ive s t rateqy to continued

negotiations tt>e AIlC/ SACP ' s decision r epre s en t ed both an

a t temp t to p laca t e its qras sroo t s ba s e , and put press ure on

t h e De Klerk 90lre rMle n t t o ' c reate a c l imate conduci ve ' t o

f urth er negotiation,

The IINC/ SACP l eader s h i p had not only placed fa r too

much trust i n a stra teqy of t a l ks whi ch r e lied nealrily on

' t r ust ' and 'inte9r ity', but had also fail ed to follow thei r

own prolli s .. " t hat ene ne qo t i a tiQns process woul d be led by

t he 'peop le' . li itho u t r oc tinq t hei r cncsen neqotiating

s t ra t e q y i n mass llIObili ution a nd s truqq l e (the only other

pillar of s trug9le wh i ch the orqan i zat ion was now capable of



f"'lly u t ili tinQl , the ANC/ SACP ens ured th.. t t h e new tena i n

wo"' l d be c ont r olled b y De Kl af k a nd f hat t he o f'l ani ution

f emained s tuck t n a stutll'lic stef tli t y .

The Stfat eq y of the Zig t ag

If yo u wa n t t o s a f eQua:n:l yO"f f evo l u t i on you dea l
wi th the d e v il i,f ne c essa fY but yo" deal wa h the
dev i l wa h a l o nq spoon. You do i t in a tiQuq
way, if it ' s nec e s s afY t o qet you t o yOUf ta fqet
we d o it."

ANC NEC me/l!l)e f .

8y the t i me o f the ANC' s Na tiona.l Consu l t a tive

Co n f ere nc e (1 ( - 16 Oec e m.be f , 1 990 1. U"" f a Wa s q fowinq

d i s cont e nt a mon Qst the o tgan i t ation ' S s"pporters cve r the

wa y in wh i c h t he leadership had pe rfonned . " In addit i o n to

the inte fnal ac t ions of the leadefshi p, Mande la's con d" c t on

h i s for eiqn td ps had dismayed ....ny i n t e r na tio nal sup po rtef S

of the South Aff i c a n lib<lfation movement. Hafd on t he heels

of hi. united States- EufO P<l t r i p , Ma nd e la paid v isits t o

both ~st ralia and I ndo ne . i a . On hi . visi t t o Au. t f al ia

Hand e l a declafed th.. t he would not become involved Of

comnlf:ont on the Abo fiqin.. l qu enion . Abofiqinal h a de f s

accused Ha ndela of " h ypoc d . y , · de,cfib inq his t fip a s a

· polit i c a l o bscenity· des iqned to secur e funds at the

expense of pol itical pdncip les. "

In I ndon e s i a . one of the wodd' s WOfSt human fi qhts

v iolatofs, Mande l a a cc e p t e d a n awafd and 51 0 mi llion

donation from t he Su harto milituy dictatO fsh i p a n d r e fus ed

t o . pea le out aqainst t he t nd o ne s i a n ca.npai'ln of qe noc i d e

a q ainst East TillOf. As i n Aust ra lia , h e was accused of

" h ypoCf i s y and oppottunism." A spokesp erson for the East

Timouse fe s i s tanc e lllOvemen t f1l£1'ILIN sUIllJlled u p the f eelinq.

o f those who had lonq suppof t ed t he ANC' S s tfuqql e:

f o r years Ma n d e l a has a s ked t he wor ld to i ntede f e
i n the intefnal aHai fs of South Afdca. The fight
fo r self-date rmin.. tion and f uedo," {fO'" repfess ion



in oth. ~ countru,s 15 no -on In -in te"... l ... t nr
t h." Iplrth.~d in So<Ith Afrita . "

It s e edlld as tllouqll til e AI«: Md dl too lIu t U y ~lnclOne<l

it s s tltld l n t a nlltionllis t p~ inc i p lu ill the lIeldlonq

pursu i t fOf n coqni tion .lId ' leq~h..cy ' f ro-. .pecific

. e c to r S o t t hl ' i n tl~nationd eo_nlty ' .

'I'h e o.cellt>e r Con t e r e nc e c laltly ~ evaded t h a t i nt e t na l

di s c onte nt w.. qa tllerinq forc e .. ..aU . .. i t h ran k-and.-tUa

de l eqa tU chuti " inq tha luda rship to ~ whit thay u " aa t he

so tt lina t lken a t td ks wi t h t h e qo ve rruu nt. P a ~t1Clllarly

ha r Sh crHicls.. WI S et e e eee e a t Thlbo !'!be ki (s e e n as I

conSUfl'II\\l te n . qo t i . t o rl , a t the o tq.ni lat ion' S f a lh,n t o

. deqUlte1y darand its supporte u ."ld . t the onqo i l'lq

.. r o ree e e . .nd a t t he leadush~p'l c Oftt!. d.eftt ial llId

IIn l h t e u l d..cillon· ... it i nq . ""

Conh~. nc:a dala'l a t el ..aa claa~ly t ealin'l llIlbinl.nt

abOut thl we 's dacision to Sp.I~head the ' s t ruq q l . ' ..lt ll I

ne qo t l l U OflS streteqy . M if l n d.aUance ot t he n....

• tra t e q l e ..elUtle l o f t he 1IItC tn.y dach.red t hat -_

lInanillloOusly rldedi cate ourselv.s t o t he fou r pi.l ll t s o t our

. e v o l u tiona r y . trateqy, baUavinq t h a t there Mve beln no

rund.amellta l th. n qe . 1:1 t he politic. l s it \l.l t ion whic h wolild.

requi re. d . p l r t u r. r~ollO ou r St U teq y . " And yet , 1ft t h e

op e n i n q a sol\lt l on 0 11 ne'lOtiatlOlls i.t ... . sUIted t ha t

"COll te~lntl slIppe r ts and endor • •• the lI.qo t i aholls s u . teq y

ou tlined. in t he Harare Decllration ," "

Th e • • p rn.nta tive" o f t he Il.NC' s ..aes b ase " ete c.uq ht

i n a "trateqic: quanda~y, on t he o na hand .he y ... r l

di"utld h'd .. lth a n. qoUaUon.s Itnteqy that hid. de livered

f e w q.ift. , a l a a d e r sh i p t hat " • • _ ~.r eec I c c old<><1ative ,

Ind a n .....ns... r .d c illa9a i qn o~ violenca t hat hid. s evl r . l y

.... .. k. n ed t he ANCI o n the o the~ ~nd t h e y yea rned to~ •
..e j\l.v....t~ ' rour pHllrs ' s t;r a t eqy thlt would DObi U :r.e t;hI

' m"' '' ''. s ' ItId t o r ca the r~l_ to Cl.p 1tu l a t l to cr.s

_ j o ri-t y 's d_nds t or t o U I libant10n.



n.

WlIatenr t he genl,li ne desi re s 0: t he <:Ie leqates t o pu t

t h e 'masses ' at the foref ron t of struggle, the AlIC' s
histor ic fO.a.Cro~5trateqy o f ac:cofM'lOdatio n ha d l ong ago ",..de

i t e x t r emely d i f fi cul t t or IlI/I ss s uu9Qle (i nclud i nq a ... :n

based underground a nd antled s tru q .. le ) t o take s tra t e gic

c e nte r s t aqe. The ludersh ip knew t hat the ANC' s COlMlitment

t o a neg o t i ated settle men t with a n apar t he id capitalist

state still i n pos su$ion o f i t . coercive capacity, ..eant

toe hbe ration move_lit had accepted the ...ee d t o r a histor ic

comprollli s e; tll IO de leqate. had ye t to fU lly a ccept that

r e ality . once the a pa r t he i d c:api t ali .t s tate, a. represented

b y De klerk. gave ",utu al i ndicat ion, t he s t r a t e g i c dye wa s

cast. As long a s the ANC q a ve st r ateq ic priori t i ta tion to a

neqot i ated settl e ment unde~ t hue condi tions, the ~e c o uld

o n ly b e ' wn s of position" " between r h e con t endinq forces.

rhe ' battle ' wo u l d now be over s eitinq t h e ne qo tia tions

i n it i a t i v e and qain i nq t h e 'lt1Oul hiqh q r o un d ' .

In a n a ttempt to rega in t he initiative, the Oece mbe .:

conference i ns t ructed the h ade r s hip t o "se rve notictl on the

r e g ime t ha t unl tls s ail the eeeeeeiee are r emoved on or

befor e 30rh April 1991 , the ANC shall consider the

s u s p e n s i o n o f the who l e neqotiations process . " I t ~urther

decl a red t hat the !'INC wou l d " enq ",qe in a p roqr"", of ..... s s

action, .. . c r eate people' s d e fens e uni t s , ... re..ai n c oounit t e d

to the s t renqthening and qrowth of the people 's ana l' MIl: and

t he underqround . (and t hat l t he exi s t i ng sanctions c ampaiqn

s h o u l d be uintained.~" Wh i l e all of then di r ectives

reflechd the desire of conference deleqate s to r e c I e t .. a

c ertain s t rate g ic i ni t ia t i ve and s treng t he n t he

orqanhat ion. the rea lity o f the negotiations ttl rrain whi c h

the ANC h ad a c c epted fo~ced the d i r e c t i ves to be po int ed in

one direc t ion. Tha t di rection. a s a li t t l e no t i ced

conference r esolut ion stat ed, wa s t ha t

The ANC ' s politica l t aslt Is to mob ili r e the p ublic
i n mass c ampaiqns to p r e s s u re t he a uthorities to
ful fill their tas lts. ··



In other words , the ANC' s ne ..oti ations-centr ic stnte'lY

ens u r e d tha t maSs s truq'lle woul d . erve t he pur po.e o f actinq

as a press u r e valve on the Oe Kl erk 'l0vernJllen t to ho l d up

i t s end of the compromise ba r 'lain. Th e i /DPlic a t i o n s we r e

d e a r : the ANC wou l d a cc ept the qovernlllent a . an e qUa l

pa rtner in the . e a r c h f o r a po.t-apa r theid order; an

e ~pectant AAC would r e ly on IlQ U en l iqh t ened and chastened

'lovernl!lent s e c uri t y fo rce. to de .. l with t he v io lence; and,

despi te any .. l t ernative po t entia l, mass s trug'l l e would . erve

to e nhanc e the Alliance 's ne'l'ot iatin'l position la l though

there might b .. d i f f erenc e . OVe r de.. r .... s of empha s i s ) .

Ref l ectin.. the r e s olu t i on. a t the Oecember con fe rence

the ANc NEC s tat ..ment of January 8, 199 1 . t re.sed t h e

i mp o r t ance o f th.. ",laSS involvement of the peop l e in the

proc e s s of negot iations." I t wen t on to i s . ue t he Ap r i l 30th

deadline fo r the go vernro.e nt t o remove " identified obst ac l e s

to the proces s of ne gotiating .. new constitution, - stat inq

that fa ilure t o do .0 would force the ANC to "re view the

. ituation .- The NEe c a lled for the convenin,. of an -a 11 

pa rty c onq r e s s " wh i ch wo ul d di.cuss t he e l ec tio n o f a

Co n s t ituen t Assembly (wh i ch in turn wo ul d draw up the

constitut ion) , and e s t ab lish a n -interim gove r nme n t to

OVe rSe e t h e process of t ransition" un t il .. "delllOc r ..tic

qove rnment" wa s fo rmed. "

Althou..h the ..ov.. r nment r esponded positive ly to the

NEe ' s call fo r an a l l-p.. rty con 'l ress, t here was no

i nd i c a tio n t hat i t wa s i n an y hurry to meet the ANC de....nds.

The mo s t not i c eab le ' r e s po ns ", ' to the ANC' s moves wa s t he

J an ua r y , 2 t h massacre, by ' un i denti f i ed me n ' , of t h i r t y- f i ve

ANc mel!lbers a nd s upporters a ttendinq a funeral v i 9il i n the

t owns h i p o f S ebek.. nq Ion the outSkirts o f Jo hanne s b u r .. l."

ANC l eadership reacte d by repea t i ng t hei r earlier c ha r 'le of

t he ex i s t e nc e of a ' t h i r d fo rce ', and accusin'l the

'lovernl!len t f o r once a qain not c r eatin.. a Climate conducive

to neqotiations, Ma ndela ..e t I nka ca leader Gatsha a u the lni

and s iqned an a.. r eemen t intended to end violence be t ween



their res pec tive o r qani z.. 'ions, bu t it wa s mOre an act o f

ind i v i d u a lis tic diploll"'cy and had little e ffect on the
q rol,lnd.

M t he s ee.. inq ly endlus violence ccncLnuec to [..qe,

t he ANC e l\barked on its prollised ' ..a n action ' call1paiqn. It

b e ld [al l i es, ma[ches, and s t .. yawa ys (ma i nl y i n the

Witsw.. ter,rand and Eutern C..pe [ egionsl, .. nd undertoo k a

siqnatl,lre call1p.. ign for t he /\NC' s constituent as s embly

d e..ands. Mo s t observer" i nc l\ld i ng those within th" Il.NC" ,
were aqreed th .. t t he ' ma ss ac tion ' wa, constn ined by lac k

of gr.. sstoota orqa nita tion, e ff ec t i ve communication, and a

<;Ienerd lac k of direction. I n addi tio n, i t wu dHficl,llt to r

the ' m.. s ses ' t o qe t e" c i ted about ..ction .. i med a t affectinq
.. nego t i .. tion process t ha t wa , far r eDlOved fro.. the more

i lMle di .. te l ocal issl,les th .. t had most often provided the

ini t ia l i s p e tl,ls to r IRan s trugq l e s . The kind of ",," s s act ion

that took place did not l i nk concrete economi c demands wi th

larger politica l demands ai llled at p r oviding ellpowerment to

the 'Illass base'.

Cri tic i sm .. l s o began t o emanate f r om wi t hi n ANC

lndership nnks, predominantly rceveee on thae i ssues: the

organ ization 's t ailu r e t o h Illy util ize mass s t rugq l e , thus

contributi nq to ANC we.. kness i n deal ing with t he government ;

the grOWing q..p between the ec t icns of the l n de [sh i p and

rank-and- f ile . "pectations, p r oducinq cc nrus rcn over t h .,

d ire ction of the ' s t r uq; l e' ; and th., i na bi lity of the I'.NC to

protect its lIe rober s and s u ppo r t e r s trom ongoing vi o lenc e . "

Re f lecting muc h the same sentiment as t hat expr e s sed by

deleqates at the Dece~er conference, t hese i n te r na l c r i tic s

arqued t ha t there wa s t he need fo r " .. combination o t man

action and neqottations" in orde r to r ....ain t he "strate;ic
initiative ." "

Coming " S i t did fro m IIQvelllent notables , t h .. stuteqie

eff.. e e of such c r i t i c i s m WaS not t o fund.....ental l y chall.,n;e

th.. negotiations pat h o f the lINC, bu t uther t o t u r t he r

s olidity i t . Ni t h added emphasis on ' III.& SS a c tion' ,



negot iations would now succe~ where the ormed s truq g l e had

~ a i led , As a n inter na l ANC di,.;ussion papu put it ,

J ust .. s i n t h e P"st we saw t h e o b j e c ti ve o ~ armed
s ei zu r e o~ po we r .. s the ~eans to effect t he
tunsi t i on, n egoti a tions now become a viabl e
me t hod ~or t h e t ran s fer o f powez in the ne"
conditions, "

While a re j uvenated c"",pai gn o f ' .... '15 ac t i o n ' wo u l d no

do ubt <;li ve the ANC added clout a t t he ne qotiat in<;l t ab l e and

po t e nt h lly provide 'direct i on ' and ' i nv o l ve...e n t ' for

gras sroots structu res , i t eould rea lly only po s sess a n
inhe r ently na r row s tra tegle utili ty ..ithi n the ANC' s

nego t i a t i ons f r amework . I n other wozds , j ust as De Kl e rk

wou ld e vent ually h.. ve to t i ghte n t he rein On his security

fo rces i n order to secure legi timacy and de li ve r h is side of

the barqain, t he ANC would ultimlltely ha ve to e nSure tha t

",aSs str u<o qle eon formed to ene unspo ken r ul e s o ~ the

trans it ion q....e. Un~ortunorely f or the ANC , t he game was

be ing p l a yed out On uneven t erms .

AS the ANC' s ' mu s action' campaign lurched .010'1<;1 and

v iolence showed nc si. gns of diss i patinq, th", Ap ril 30 th,

19 91 dead l i ne foz t he qoverl'lll\ent to me et the movement's

demands l oome d large r t h..n ever. It wa s clear that the

qovernm..nt w.. s in no hur r y u t he r to stem the violence o r

conv"ne an all-party congress. De Kl .. r k was g.. i ning much

mi lea ge from t he percep t i on th.. t it wa s the ANC whi ch was

be i ng obstinate o ver furthu ne <;lotiations, and the

c ha r a c te r iza t i. o n of the violence a s ' black-on-black ' f eUding

betwe en t he ANC and l nka ta . At t he sallie tille, it was e qual l y

c lear t hat despi te its increasingly s t r i den t threats to stop

all negoti ations wi t h t he govflrllll\en t (contained i n a furth er

ultimatUID. issued i n t he llJIC ' s wOpen L" t t e r" t o the

go vernment on April 5th and ex t e nding the deadline to Ma y

9th"), the ANC had no o thet op tion bu t to hold out f or a

bett e r deal. J\NC leaders had alre ady confi:tlled t h a t

neg o t iations we r e the only option" a:'1d soon a fte r the

r adical rhe tocic of the "Open Let t e r, " Ma r>de te t o ld f o r e ign



d iplotuats tha t the ANC wo ul d be -!le "ibh " '1'1 it ~ ultimatwu
if t he r e wa s "a pos itive r ea c t i o n" to the de..and~. "

Th e harsh reality was t ha t the Al li anc e l eadership h"d
nei the r t he political wH l nor tha orqan irational capacity

(we a Ke n ed considerably by the str ateqic approach to

negoti at ion s ) , to force t he hand o f De Kle r k. On the ground,

the 'peopl e ' were preoccupi ed wi th dehndinq their

co"""un i tie s froll ongoing violen t a t t a c ks. I n t he wo r ds of

one townShi p dweller . the Alliance 's qra u reots ba~e wa s
" j u s t afraid, - resulting i n mos t "d i s cus s i o n cente ring

around v iolence whe n what we need to be t a lk i n g abou t and

co n c en t rati nq On is the orqaniut i on and princip l as o f the
onq oinq s t r uqg le .-"

'lfhile t he r e miqht have been ce r t ai n roque 1I1ement s

within t he s tate' s stlcurit y and i nte ll igence forces beh ind

spe c if i c a c ts o f violence, the overall r e spons i b i l it y was i n

:he handS of s ta te leaders , Th i s t r an si t i onal vio lence

shoul d be Stle n aa par t o f a consc ioua s t ra teqy t o wea ken the

' ma a s' base o f t he Al liance throuqh: kee p i nq the ANC/ SACP ' s

conati t uency preo cc up i ed wi t h d lltendinq thelDs elvas so they

co u l d not be ' i nvo l ved ' i n wha t t he l r leadership was com...

i . e . d..mobi l ization; i nti llidat lon and ou t r i qht liqUi da t ion

of key com.munity activists in order t o decapitat e the

popul a r qrassroota atructure s ; using the violence a s a

ca r rot or a st i ck t o advance positions at t he neqotiat i n9

table; and consistently r emind i ng t he Alliance o f the

coe r c i v e c apacity o t t he state . " The bas ic eff ect of thi s

s t r a t e gy wa s to k<!<! p the All l ance l eaderShi p on the

ee eees r ve and secur e the l onqe r term intensts of the

dom i na n t classes.

Wo rkers belonginq t o t he ""'a t o r qan i zed All i a nc e

partner, ea SAW , we r e aho taken up with de fendin9 the ir

communitie s. aeve rll l y affec:tin9 their abi li t y to direct

en e r qies and e ffo r ts to or9ani ze a l ound workplac<! demanda

and l ill r qllr political i s s ues . It did not help tha t COSATU had

l a r ge l y i Q' no r ed the orqaniza tion and nlleda o f llli qra n t



hos te l -dwelle ~s , indl ~ect l y COMributinq to I n~ata' s success

in o rQani ~inq these aliena t ed hos t el -dwe llers t o part i c ipate

i n vio lent campaiq ns aQa i ns t Allianc e supporte r s," Desp i t e

some movement by MK and t he SAC P t o assla t i n the fo rllat ion

o f s e l f -defense units, the main t as k of t he ANC ' s troubl ed

armed wi nq had bec=e one o f pr eparinq selected cadrn fo r a

fut ur e pos t - a l' a r the Id a ['lil y , "
As the q u ss r oots fou <; ht f or sur v ival t he 'wa n l o f

J'O s itio n ' beinq conducted a round t he t e r rain of t he 01'1

aqain , otf -aqa in, neqo t ia t ions prccea s too l< o n t he quality

o f pol itica l t h... te~ . Thro uqhou t t he e a rl y p ar t o f 1991 the

ANe ha d perfotllled so many tortuous fli p-flops On the Wi nn i e
~ande la t rial sa9.... , t hat e ven disi nte reste d observe rs mus t

have b e en wonder i n 9 if t he orqanizatio n had complete ly l o s t

i t s be arin9s . Durinq Ap rU De Kl "rl< too k of f on a t rip t o

Euro pe (qu i c kl y fo llowed by Mand" la l , and in an ironic role

r e ve rsa l i t wa s De Kle r l< who was f e ted as ant i-apartheid

he ro. In what should not have been a s urpris inq d eve lopment,

Euro pean 90ver"",enu and c a pital welcomed De Kler ~ a nd his

ca lls fo~ dealinq the final death b low to an alread y a U i nq

sanct ions campai qn. Indeed, events s i nc e february 19 90 ha d

made t he mu tual d e s i re Ibe t ween De Kl e rl< and his hos ts) f o r

a deracialized South Afr ican ca p i ta l i s m all the more

po ssible. Th e ANC leaderShip co un t e r e d De Kl e r k ' s succe s ses

by c l a iming tha t p • • • the notion tha t t he weakening on t he

s a n c t i o ns fron t r e presents a de fea t i s a l o t o f nOnsenSe 

i t is a r e flec t ion of the v i c t o r ies we are scorinq.p" And

ye t t h e ANC had certainl y not helped i ts international

s a nc t ions cause by purchasinq t he Sh,,11 Oil Company 's

fla<;lship b u ildi nq in J o hanne sbur'l ~s hom" for its new
admin i s t r a t i ve headqua rters (Shell continue d to be a mai n

t a r<;let o f th" ant i-apar t heid :oovementl," The caJllpai<;ln ~ or

hear t s and minds had de finitel y s h l fted .

At the sallie the , Al l iance l eaders were desper ately

t ryin 'l t o p ro ject t he ir or'lani zation as be i n<;l in con t rol o f

the ne gotiations proce s s. Whi l e t hey we ~e telling <;Iras sro ots



s upporte r s t o prepa re for ~ass pr ote st and ~enera l

s t r i ke s" , the y wer e a lso t e LL i nq i nt e r na t i ona l capital t hat

a d eal wa s i _ine ne . Thabo Mbeki wen t s o f a r a s to vi rt"all y

d ismiss the exis t ence of any s "bs tantive obstacl es to

r eal i z inq the ANC' s p lan. He told leadin~ bus inessme n at a

con f erence he ld i n Zilllbabwe t hat t he ANC s aw "no partic " l ar

r eason why ther e s ho" i d not be a new constitu t ion i n South
Af r i c a by the end o f t h i s year. """ The conflictinq

statements e ven e x t e nded to t he issue o f v iolence. Not a
mon t h af t ar his o rqaniration ha d heaped a ll s o r ts o f v i t rio l

on De !ne r k for beinq responsib ie t o r t he vio l ence, Hbeki

proj ected t he State President a s a .... n cceete eee to a " no n

u Cia l . .. d elllOcraeic" SoUt h Af r i ca , under sieqe trom a

hos t ih whi t e r iqh t . <l It was no wonde r that the Jl.NC was

l os i nq t h e 'battle' to r the 'st rateqi.c in itia tive ' t o De

I<le rk .

Damn the Torpedoe a, Full Spe ed Ahead

At th.. beqinninq ot July, 1991 12· ? t h) the J\NC held its

49t h Na t i on,. l Conterenc'l i n Durban . " Over 2000 deleqa tes

listened as Mand'l la op..n 'ld the conte re ne e wi t h the

eXhortation to q 'lt ready for ne~otia t iona " soone r r a the r

t han l u e r . " /l.ccusi.n" the Of! Klerk qo ve r nmen t of pursu in" a

"double a qenda , " Mande l a ",r qed t he conte r ence to e ns ure that

Me stutaqy and policy would "p"sh t he process fo r wa r d

l e adin~ to the transt~r o f ~wer (f o r) o"r people." " over

t he ne Xt e eve ee i days deleqite s en~iged i n op..n and o fte n

mt.enee debate . OUtgoin" Secre u ry-G.. neral JU f red Nro

ptod",ced a s c a t hinq r eport en t he state o f the o rganization,

paintin~ a picture e f a Ore -active" ANC r iddl ed with

c omp lacency, confusion, lack o t initiat i ve , i nd contined by

"popul ist rhetoric and cliches. ""

~hil e i t OI4 y hi ve aounded i s thouq h Nro waa r app i nq the

organiza t ion fo r being ou t ef t ouch wi th i ts ma s s

cons t it",ancy, I wo",id arque tha t Nro teee vl' :c y popular with

t he r a nk a nd f ilel was i conduit fer a d i ffer en t I< i.nd of



mess aqe from the leadership. That messa qe was s i mp ly thn

tile lea de rship of the o rQanization wanted t o we an t he r ank

and file to accep t t hat r heto r i c was finally qo i nq t o ha ve

to ma t ch p ra<:: ti<::lI. I t waS now so <::lea r t hat t he lead e rsh i p

had ',liven up any o t her s tra t e qic cons i de ra tions othe r than

ececeee eaetve ne qotiations; so i s s u i n 'O sloqans and

statements about armed s truqqle wo uld j us t no t do . The

dialect ic of ne 'Ootiations pol i ti cs was be<::omin'O he a vil y

wei 'Oh t ed, and i t wa s no t in t he 'peopl e ' s ' favo r.

Elect ions f or leade r sh i p positions produclld only One

r ea l su rprise. the e le<:: [ i o n o f forme r Na tiona l Union ot
Hi neworke rs he ad, Cyril Rama phosa as Secreta ry-Gener al . His

el ection was not expec t ..d by ma ny since he was f ai rly younq

and had not be en i n e xile. Hande l a wa s e lec ted Pres ident

Genera l, wal te r Si sulll as Depu t y- Pre sident. However, t he n llw

loo k SO-melllber NEC conta ined m.a ny fone r UO. l eade rs ; So did
t he more s t r llaml i ned 2?-member Nat i o nal ~ork in 'O Commit t ee

(lIWC) , ',l i ven the t as k ot ove rse e i n'O the run n i nq o f the

o r'Oani~at ion on a f u ll- t i JD.e basis. No t s ur p r i s i nql y , a t

l ea ll t h a lt the membe rship o t bo t h bodies consisted o t SACP

..embe r s . · '

More important t han the composi tion o t the new

l e ade r s h i p thouqh, was the s t rate'Oi c s yn t he s i ll that was

te nec ted i n t he tinal res o l utio ns . AlthouQh the t esolutions

cove t ed a cOOlpl ex array of i ssues that had pr evl o u ll l y been

'O iven li tt le attent ion l t o r exuple - coun terin'O ll tate

propa 'Oanda and i n <:: r e a si ll 9 the role o t WOllen withi n the

orqani :u. t ion f. the fIla ln thrust was t o unrellervedly commit

t he ANC t o a neqotia t ed settlement . Re itera t i nq much ot wha t

had <::ome out ot t he DtIcember <::o n tere nce, t h e resolut ions

d i recte d the NEe t o i mpl e lD.e nt a proQru ot ac tio n t o r e"",ve

a.ll obstacles t o ne'Ooriations (with spe Cia l e rnphn i ll on

violence ). a.nd to "draw i n a s ",any cateqcries of peopl e a nd

or'Oanizations behind the broad '00.0111 ot non- racialism, nOIl
sexism, and del!lClcracy . "
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'5pecifie e o nceptio n of e la'5'5 po...er . S imi l ar l y the ANC' '5

favodnq o f a ' mi " ed - e c:o no my ' s o l u tion to the r u a 'l e s of

apllrthe id Cllpitlllislll entail s specific: i deo l cq i c:lll choices

r eLa tln'l t o r e s pe c:tive e l a s s bel'le f its and e JlPO ....erment .

The c cece p t nen o f e las s powe r that the pe ti te

bour'leo i sie l eadership o f the lINC possened wa s on e o f

a s p i r a tio l'l ; t. e . I t wu defined by t h a t cl u s they aspi r ed

t o jo il'l ; the bo urqeo15ie. Ins t e ad of s e ein 'l bOth the

o bjective a nd s Ubjec tive poasib i Lities o f t he sttu 'l'lles of

the brOlld ' lIlll55 ' , they saw the poli tical and e c cl'lo mi c: power

of t h<l r u lil'lq <::l n s (s t a t e .and <:: apita ll. Thus , f rom the

be'l inninq the d e Hl'l il'l'l l oqi <:: of t he l ll!! adershi p s t r uq q l e tor
nat i onll l liberlltion ..a'5 c ;as t a s OM ' of acc e ss r c n al'ld

a s pi ra tion ; d l .. ithin the bo unda rie s o f a nc i llli;<j,d

<:: o nc. p tion o t <::h llnqe .

The l o qi<:: o f t he s uppo sedly 1'I0n-ideoloqical a p prollc h ot
the W C wa s c l e arl y re ve al ed i n this c Ol'l t r ibut ion b y Zo la

S kweyi ya of t l'le lINC' s Leqa l Oep u t me n t:

En t r e ncH l'lq the mi x ed economy i n tl'le constitu t ion
wi l l provide o p po rtunitie '5 for maintaini ng and
=naol idatinq the uni t y of tl'le a nti · a par t heid
f o r ees wh i c l'l h a s been forqed i n th. a nti - a .... :r th<lid
'5 truqqle and channel it t o t he task of na t i ona l
and eccncmc developme nt lilly e mp h " i s - OM ) ."

Th u '5 , t he ~broad allianc. ~ llqains t a parthe id was no t t o be a

t e mporll r y one , bu t o ne tha t would be ~ lIlain t a ined a nd

co nsolida t ed" llt ter liberat i on . " Ind e ed , the entire

'5t ra t e q ic tra j ec tory of a neqot i llt"d settlement "as wrapped

in layers of i d"olo'lic lll choice .

Not lonq aft.r th" Du r b lln conference t he AIle wa s qiv"n

II s ho r t -l i ved boost i n i t s ' wa r of posi tion' aqai ns t t he

q o v" r nrnen t b y reve l ations that 'lov"rnrne l'lt sec u ri t y force!l

had channeled !lt a te fundS to t he l nkata mov"",ent ."

' Il'Ika t a q .. t e,' as i t came to be known , forced 0 .. Klerk t o

admit the fundinq lind eeec ee l o nq - t i me AIle bash ers Ma qn u!l

Ma l a n and Mrhan Vlo k (Ministers ot oe eeeee a n d La w , Or d e r

r e!lpectivelyl . Yet, f o r a l l t h" s e l'ls a tionalism su r : o u nd i nq



'"
the eeve r e e tcee a nd the undeniable l1n k betwee n t h e

<;loverNnen t and Inkat .. aqainllt the ANC. neither De "'hek no r

Buthe le: i suf fer ed muc h mo r e than t e llpo rary da....q e . The

vio len c e did no t 51qniticant l y diminish, a n d t he siqninq o f

a Nat iona l. Pe ace Aec o r d be t ween c.e I< lerk, Ma nde l a , and

8uthelezi i n Sep tembe r. un did littl e to stell the

slauqhter . Ironically. De Kl e e k wa S able to fu r ther

consolida te his con t rol o f the Nat i onal Pa rty now that t wo

t r ouble some securocrats had been substantially lIa r qinali zed.

I t was a mark of 0.. Kl eek ' ", "en$ e of confidence and

continued a b i li t y t o se t til e pace a nd cMractet of t h e

tr&n,,1 t,<; n process t hat he g a ve the nod fo r the unUat e ral

imposit ion of .. ne w, across-the·board Valu" Added Tax

(VAn '". whos e e ffects wou l d mos tl y be felt by a black

populace a l r e ad y h.eavily burdened by an ongoing economic

crisis. 'l

The l 11lpl eme n ta t i on of VAT p r o ved a wa ke-up c all for the

ANC' s Al l iance pattnet COSATO. Since February 1990 COSATU's

profile i n t h e All i ance had been stunted, partly a s a res ult

o f indepOlndent wetking cllss a c tio n bOling s everely curta i l Old

b y the viOlenCOl, but al s o beca us e o f COSA.TO 's appro ac h to

mass struggle. Following the sallie genera l negot iat ions

stntegy a s t he }\NC, COSA.TO ha d be c olle involved in a

panllel n ego t i a tin g process wi t h capital and the state.

After Signing t he SACCOI,.A. accord, and subsequent 'Laboria

Mi nut e ' which provided tor COSAW 's participation i n t he

statOl 's Na t i o na l Ma npower Co"""ission {li t e r t o e vol ve into

t he Na t i o n al Economic Foruml, COSATO d evoted much o f its

energ i es to insti tu t ionali zing bargaining agreements be t we en

unions, empl o yers, and the state.

one r es u lt of t his wa s to cur tail lUSS struggle b y the

organi zed work i ng ciass . " Al t h o ugh COSPlTU l e aders continued

t o s t r ess ( j us t li ke J\NC leaders) that the ir own

negotiations proc es s was in the int'Hests of the ir

cons titUOlncy a nd ne ed ed to be ' mas s- led , ' t he reality wa s

that wo rkers o f ten had little say i n deciSions madOl in 'tri -



pa rtite ' to r ums . The necess ity ot see ki ng COllllW;ln <;l rou nd wi th

c a pi ta l and t he s tate tor some ki nd ot soc ia l cont r a c t in

t he d ri ve t o r e s tru<; t ur e (a l be i t o n a IIlO r e p r o<;l r essive bent I

an a i l i ng So uth At rican cap italism. mean t t h at mass s t r ug9 i "

by th" workinq class woul d n u d to be contilined with i n the

piltameters ot tha t very negotiatinq pr oc e s s. ~ i th i n the

b roa de r s trategic t r amework of o nqo inq po li t i cal

neqoti at ions invol vinq t hei r pol i tical r e p r esentatives, t he

ANC and SACP, wor kinq class demands and struggle "Ould ot
necessity have to be lOuted in orde r tor the 'deal' t o be

delive r ed .

A c r e s e r c e" ampie o t this involved the i ssu e ot
nationali n tion . Wh ile mo s t worke rs continued to demand

nationalintion {part i cular ly ot monopol y capital! as a

lOeans towardS soci a li ntion ot t h e me ans ot production",

ANC po li c y makers we to busy trying to convince thei r "b r oad

allia n ce N t ha t l'Iat iondi zat ion wa s no longe r -. 1'1 i deologiC il l
ilt tilc hme n t" ot t he organi zation ."

Once VAT had been un i lat era ll y i mpo s ed by the s ta te

COSATU mobilized an .nti- VAT coalition inclus ive at its

II.llianc" pa rtne rs. and called a two-day n at1on"'ide stri ke in

protest. The s t r i ke , the larges t i n South Atrican history,

s ucc e e de d i n virtually Shut ting do wn t he e c o nOlllY. De s pi t e

t h i s i mp ressi ve d isplay a t power by o rganized worker s , VAT

waS not r escinded a nd hi qh-!evel tal ks re sumed c en t er s t age .

The result ind i cated ~hat as long as ..a s s st rllggle continued

to be strat egically con fined wi thin a necessari ly

accommodationist neqotiations process, the interests ot
wor ke rs a nd the ' p eo p l e ' wo uld ta ke a ba ck Seat to those ot
capital and a s t a t e i ntent On p res erv i ng a s ",uch ot the
eco no lll i c s t a t us quo as poss i bie.

As the end at 1991 a pp roached, the ANC and the

gover nltlent we re ma king- prepa ra t i o n s tor the conveni nq ot an

a ll- p a rty cong r ess. ~hile t he. ANC cou l d c la ill t h at the

qo ve rnm.e nt had gi ven in to some at i t s l o nq- stand ing de.lllands

such as t he need tor an I nteri.m Gove rlllllent ot Nat i ona l Uni t y



( J GW), the (suppos e d ) disbandi ng o f cove rt opera t ions . and

t h e r epe ali ng of r ill c: e l a ws . t he truth wa s that the

gover nment had do ne so o n te rms and in a t ime frame

d ete""ined l uqely b y i tse l f . Despite confe rences, endless

po lic y pos i tions. r eco'lni tion of the 'agenda' of t he

qoverrunent and c apita l, a nd undeniable popular support, the

ANC l e ade rsh ip and tha t o f i t s Al l iance par t ne r s had been

soundly beaten i n t h e i r ' war o f position' wi t h the De Klerk

qove r runen t . As the South Afr i ca corre sponden t o f t he

r ndep endent , John Ca rlin. had pointed out:

Mr . Ma nde l s , a nd t he other "mocle ratell" in t he ANC
l eader s hi p t oo k Mr. De Kl erk at fac:,. value. t he y
be li e ved that the qo ver"",e nt and t he ANC wo ul d be
equ ... l putnerll in t he voyaq. to t he " N","w South
Af rica. " that apartheid would '10 and they. all the
na tural ",ajori ty party, would glide into
power . . . 11' one s enlle ( t ha t ) t rust wa S not
lllisplaced. ae . De Klerk wil l remove a partheid f r om
the statute boo ks. He wi l l . when it lIui ts him.
r e lea lle the polit ic:al p r i s o ne rs . " Bu t th i s was
never t hl is s ue; he knew frOlft the day he cU'e t o
power tha t this was wha t had to be do ne . The r e a l
is sue was t o retain power. to perpetuate White
privileqe and the economic status quo after
apartheid had 'lone. "

The Convention f or a DelllOc ratic South Africa (CODESAI ,

c:onstituted as the f o rma l qa t he ring of an all - party

congress , 'lot unde r wa y in late OeceOlber. 1991. As

p roceedinqs began. i t Wa S mO re obvious than e v"r that t he

ANC and t he SACP we r e de termi ned t o wr ap-up t he negotia t ions

proc"ss a s soon a s possibl e . " Mande l a nOw spoke o f the need

t o "de ve l o p conS ensus aCr OllS the spect r"", and o f the desire

to lIax i mi ze cOllUllcn purpose alllOngs t South Africans.~·· The

SACP. fr, esh from itll 8th Na t i ona l Conqress . decla red that

ne'loti t t c e e were the "s ho r t es t and most peace f u l r ou t e to

the t r ns r e r of powe r to the penple . ~ "

Al t hou'lh t he r e was a g r ea t dea l of political po s t urin<;

b etween t he I\IIC/ SACP l eadersh i.p and the qovezl\lllent a t t he

n e w talks ' o. t he p r oce "d i nqs . " hich carried on unti l late

May, 1992 clurly indica ted that the M e wa s prepa r ed to be



increasl.nqly f l e Mible i n t he ir des ire to implemen t •
' t r a n s h r of po wer t o t he peopl e ' . I t s e emed as though

eve rythinq was negotia b l e . including protection f o r

IO ino r ities. hiqhLy decentralized f ederali s m. i_edi a t e

reincorporat ion of the 'ho.... l ..nds ' . as well as Ilajority rule

la t r e a ee fo r the short -terral.

I n thei r continue d desire to captu r e the IllOral high

ground i n pursuit o f seizing the negotiat i o ns i ni t ia t i ve .

the ANC l e ade r sh i p ope n ed the f l oodgatea of acco,"",o da t i o n .

Be s i d e s the lII y r iad policy U-turns since Fe br uary 1 9 90 .

including those on nationali z.. tion and l ..nd . the ANC wa s now

r e ad y t o : we l c o me i nte r na t i on.. l capi t al and wes t e r n

gove rnmental involvement i n c reating . ' democratic '

ec o no my" . i nc:l ud i ng endo rsing I HF and World Ban ~

preacri ptions On lIla c r o -eco noll i c poLicy"; eategoricaL Ly r u Le

out ... rmed s t r ug gle ss a n a lte r na t i ve to ... nego t ia t ed

s et t l e llent": a nd accept an inter im ccne t a r u t t on and inter im

government negotia t ed with i n t he conHnes of CODESA ."
All o f t h i s >la s ta king place a ga i nst the backg round of

eo n t i n u i n g v i o l e nc e . Li mi t ed ma ss action . and an

i nc r e a s i n .. l y conHdent Na tion.. l P... rty. aided by i t s victory
i n the M... rch. 1 992 all -white r eferendum on negotiation s .

I ndeed , De Kl erk showed once a qain why he wa s seen an adept

'qeneral ' of t h e ' wa r o f posi t ion'. He h ...d manaqed to tie up

the ANC in months o f talks i n whi c h t he qove r"",ent had

c o nc e ded little: to get the Al liance t o b ac k an a ll· white

r efe rendUJ\\ whi c h enhanc ed his pa.., ty ·s pos ition and helped

cre ate the illlpression th.t the H'a l e n..my of ' peac e and

dellloc r acy' wa s the white r i gh t : to Ie..ep o vera ll eont..,ol of

s t a t e "",chinery, and to CQnsistent ly side -s t e p

r e sponsibility f or. c atllpa iqn Of v iol ence that we... kene d t he

AAO .

The CODESA t aHs broke down a t the e nd of Hay ,

o" t e n s i b l y ove r pen;entages fo r the app r o va l Of decis ions

t a ke n by a fu tu r e con"titution-ma kinq body. " The r ..al

r ..... s o n . however. lay with the Al liance l e ade ..,ship 's belated



r e a l i zat ion t hat the ir i nc r e a singly a U <l na ted mus ba s .

neee e e to be r e a s s u r ed that they were no t bein.. s o l d a halt 

bil ked !ib e ra tton . Ki s t or y WIl S rc nmn.. i n ei re l . s .

Soon IlHe r t lle dead l ock at CODES"" tll e lINe held. a

Nlltiond PoHcy Con fe re nce at wh i ch de l e .. a t u d <lc ided t o

issue the gove r Ment ye t ano the r u i timat \llll. It encolllpll ssed

lIIOst prev i o us delllands le. q . on violenee a nd poli tic a l

pri soners ) bu t wa s very s p <l e i ti c o n t h e ins t a U a tio n of an

I nterl" Gove r nlOen t o f Na t i ona l Uni t y ({GNU - t o be ag r eed

u!>On by t he end ot Junel , a n d on a fre e lY- <l l ected
cons titue nt -lIll k i nq body (by the end o f t h <l year ) . ANC

Secr e ury -G<ln<l ra l i'l a maptlosa war ned the ..ove rnllent t hat there

had t o ee - fir m t i metables , ~ and t ha t it t he <:lelllands W<lre

no t met the ...l l i anC<l W<lu ld e mba r k On -un pr e c ece n t e d mass

action . · .. "'5 ha d bee n the ease in the pa s t, t he gove r M e n t

s eeme d in t en t o n , ~ no r ing t h e ' i llllOediat e demands ' of ttle

Al l i ance, p r e ferr i ng t o s it tigh t a nd wai t o n mo r e see r e t

hiqh- 1eve l ",e et i ngs to qe t f o rmal negot i ations bae k On

t r a c k.
Koweve r , o n the niqh t o f J une 11 t h , 199 2 hos t e l

d we ll ers desee" <:led o n t he s quat t e r s e ttlemen t o f Boipatonq

(on t he o u tskir ts o f Joha n nesbur ql and proceeded t o

s l a uqhte r a t l e a st forty- fi ve pe op l e , wo und i ng "", ny more .

The r e was an i llll!ledia te ou t pour i nq o f d omest i e and

internatio nal o u t taq e , and AWC s uppo r ters demanded tha t t he

o r ..anizat i on t a ke ac tion a qainst a go vernmen t the y had

consis t en t ly he ld r e spons ib l e for the violenc e . Mande l a was

to ld by angry Boipatonq residents t hat tha l'.l liance

leadership was · a c t i n g li ke l ambs whi l e t he e n....y i s k i ll in..

o u r p ..op l e . · · ' I t wa s a r a1lli l i a r r ef r a i n , and the U l iance

l e ad ersh i p kne w t hat t h.. y wo u l d tlave t o qive t he i r ma ss base

s ome i nd i c a t i o n of s u ppo r t . An announceme"t soo" f ol l o wed

t ha t che Alliance wa s sus pe n ding a ll t alks with t h ..

goverT\lllent.

l'.c t i v i t i e s and e vents o ver t tle ne~t th r ee lDOnths,

desp ite o ppor t unities t o r s ubsta ntively s hif ting t he



'balance o f fo rcn' i n hvor o f t he ' pe o p l e' , ser v,«i to

~onfir'" t he strilt eqic stra nq l eho l d o f an a ccollllllOda t i ve

ne go t i ations p a t h . The AI H ance began a " rolling ",au

ac t i o n " ~aII\paign de s i qn..d to ·po lltic al l y defea t De Kl e rk , ·

and t o ensu r e that t he · peo p l e a r e par t of the p r o c n s o f

de cidinq t h e i r own futures.·" Al l iance leadars s uch as

Ronnie Ku ril s, who had sho wn s o .... unea"e about the
negotiations procus, saw i n t he ~all\p aign the

i ns u r r e ctio na r y · pos s i bi li t y o f the Leip riq option" i n which

· we reach the s t age whe r e De Kl erk is propd l ed out o f t h a

e"it qate. " u Suc h s "nti ..enrs, whi l a unda rstandable given

the l a c k of Illass lIIO bil1ration and i nvol vement s i nc e 1990 ,

we r e SOOn doused by lO ne harsh r e ali t y tha t All i a nc e
heavyweight s continued to s ee ma ss struggh as a p rusure

t act ic on a n"qoth tions p r oc es s t o whi ch they were
co mp le tely committed.

The Sowet..n news pape r (So uth Africa 's larges t 'b l ack '

da i ly pape r . r eported Cyr i l Ra",a phosa a s t el H nq Al lia nce

..e mbers tha t t h e FlNC had · prec ipitated the talks

deadlock.. . so our peo p le c ould See we are ded inq wi t h an

" n e my t ha t wi ll not g iv" i n e asily.- Ramaphon wa S quo t ed as

saying tha t " t he re i s no a l te r na t ive " t o CODESA. '" Soon

a f t e r wa r ds , the M e l eaderSh ip niterated i t s commit...e n t to

neqoti at ions and reassu r"d its mi nor ity constituents tha t

the ..ass action campaign - is not a program o f i n s u r rec tio n "

aimed a t "a force ful ove rthrow.. .. • ..

The subs e quen t call1paign of · rollinq Illa s s act ion, ·

despi t e I\igh e "pec ta t i ons fro.. Alliance s uppor t e rs and dire

war nin gs o f ' c r i s i s ' and ' chao ,, ' f r olll s t ate a rod capit" l,

bo r e t he stal!lP of fl.u t ed p r essure. " A na tio nwi de g e neral

stri ke l t he pla nned c ulmina tion o~ t he c ampaiqnl which had

ori ginally been s e t t o l ast an e nti r e we ek and wh i c h

",i l i tant INO r ke r s had a r ..ued should be o pen· ended, ended u p

a s a t wo- d a y st"yaway a f t e r Alliance and busine ss leade r s

r e aChed a cOlllp r omise in closed t al ks. II'h i le t he str i ke and

ac co"p"nyi ng r" l lie.s / ..a.r ch"s showed t h" t the Alliance had



the capaci ty to IIObili z e its miH tiI.nt IMISS ba s e , t hey

cle ... rly conti rl...d the p riNCY of a bo unded s trau<;Iic

approac h to ID ass stru<;l q le and a dominan t poUt ics of

accollU!lodat ion .

Nowhe r e was this mo u c lear ly . e ...ealed than i n t he

a ftermath o f the September Jth , 1992 Bisho lIla s saCr e i n th ..

Ci s kei bant ustan. Ci s k.. i security fo r ces (co rtll:landed by white

o f tic<Irs frolll t he South Af rican Defense fo rce ) opened Ute

on a n Al l i a nc e .... r c h , k 1 11 inq t ~enty-nine p eople ." Al lia nce

supportets, seethin<;l a t t er yet another examp h of what rhe y
saw as the <;Io ver nment ' s double a<;l enda , made cal h fo r a

complete aba ndonment o r ne<;lo tiaUons , an d De Klerk war ne d o f
a ' c i vil war ' caused by ' e ltt r e lllis ts ' On bo th s ides ( L e . the

fa r l e f t and ra . r i <;lh t ) . Ila nde la went on national t e levis ion
t o c all f or 'cd .. ' and a ft e r t alkinq with De Kl erk who

o ff e r ed to move l o r wa r d on t he ANC 's demands surroundinq

hoste ls, po litical pr i soners , and danqe rous weapons de c la r ed

in a hi<;lhly p u b lic ized n ewsp ...p er in t e rview tha t the ANC was

" r e a d y to co-opera t e." Mande l a wen t on t o paint a p i ctute o f

a country on t he br i nk ot "disaster · where anqry youth

despised " a ny t hi nq that rela t e s to orde r," and whe r e " a ny

attitude s ot hOst i l ity o r act ion which will further dam... qe

t he ec o no my" must b . ...voided. He apolo<;l ized for "errors

c:oll\ll\ i t ted " dur inq the Bi.sho march and p r e sen t ed ""'0101 action
as .... peacefuL fo rm of channe l i nq the ... nqe r o f our peop l., "

. ea ssurinq doubters t ha t ' we a n not challen<;linq he r e, not

aema ndin <;l . " ..

Less t han two wee lts l ater, o n Septelllber 29 th , 199 2

Il...ndela and De Kl erk signed a n Accord or UnderHandin<;l , The

qove rrutlen t aq rtled on the " e ed for an int.. rim gove r Mlent t o

be i ns t a lle d with i n a s p ecified tille f r ....e , to t ake a ctions

to s ..curtl ho s t els , ban t he ca rryinq ol dan<;l<l r o us " ..a pon s i n
public , a nd t r .... a ll pol i t ical prisoners .. ithin ten da ys. I n

r .. turn , the m e un d e r t OOk t o r evi .... its OlaSS ac t i on c ......ps iqn

and re - e n te r mUlt i-par ty t ... l ks . Th.. go ve rnfM!n t had yet ...ga i n

conceded li t t 1.e: t h e specif ics or an IGNU woul d still h ave



to neqo t i ill e-d and the othe r undert ao k1nqs had a ll been

promi s e d be for .. ra a it hao d aol " ays tu r ned o ut, the ptollli sea

" el;"" no t kep t ) . ror the i t p .. tt, t he All ianc e l udenhip fett

the nee d to of t .. r f ut t h .. r c ompromi a e s in e r e .. r t o ena ure t he

'i l;" r eve r a i b i l i t y ' o f t he n" 90 tiatin9 p ro,;ea :s and to dOl l i ve r
' p.. ace iIl nd delllO,;t aey ' .

I n a r ePllt i tion of whao t ha d t ao ke n plac e in t h e 1 960' s

and 198 0 's, t he ANC NEC aodopt ed a RS trateqic Penp ect i vea"

ee e ceene t e ee Appendi~ GI t ha t mi r r o r ed tl'le suqqe:stion:s ..ade

in a r e c en t co n t r i bution by SACP ne 90tiator J oe 510 '10. I n ao n
a r t icle i n the M r ic..n COJ!I/Iluni " t en t It led "Ne qo t i ll tio n:s ,

wha t r oom f or compro"is,,?, " steve ao t 9 Ued t ha t bee..us e o f t he

"bahn,; e o f fo r ,;e s " i n wh i ch the 90 v e r ""'en t was no t " a

de ~ea ted en ellly " and "i r evol utionary sei zure of power " h ad

no t occur r ed (pa r t icu l a r emphu i :s wa :s p l a ced o n t he

po t ent i .. l disruptive power of t he Wh ite ri9ht ) ,

"co mpto mi:ses" we t e i nev i table i n o r d e r to "crea t .. t he

possibi l ity o f .. " " j or po:si tive b r .. ao k t h r o U9h. " " eOlli n9 t he

pro po s e d s c en ario a:s on e o f a "suns e t claous e " Slovo arqued

tha t t h e Alllan ,;e s houl d a q r ee t o ao t t ee s pe ,;ific powe r 

sh a r in,. dea l with the qo ve rMent . "

Al thouqh there en:sued he i ted deba te amo n9s t Al l i a nc e

in t elle,; tuals a nd ac tivi s t s ove r S l o vo ' s p roposal s ", the

subseque nt NEC docW!U!n t (i :s:sued i n l a te No vembe r ) h , f t no

doub t t ha t the IINC " as prepared to shar e pow'l r wi t h the

qove r""'-en t . As an in te rnal ANC pap.. r stated , "we ne'ld to be

ve ry hone st wi th our Ilembe rs . .. wha t the NEC is advocaoUnq

fo r a t t anSitionilll p.. r i od i s no t t he Same a s conventional

N j Otlty r u le . RO' Still, t he NEc ,;ontinued t o Ins i:s t t hat

e ... ..n th i :s ul timate of co rep ..o.. ises d i d no t f und......,nhl l y

al t e r t h .. o f t-stated hiator~ ,; stu teqic ..is:sion o f t h 'l ANC'

The :st rate 9 ic pe rs pe c t ive o f t h e ~C i:s the
t ransfer of power f ..olll t he wh i t e lIi nori t y r eqillle
to the people a s ao who l e . Th i s wHl u:sher in a n ew
era ,;ha racter i~ed by the complete e r adic a tion ot
the :sys t'lBl of apa .. t held, f undaJllen t al seere 
ec o nomi ,; t ..a ns fonna tion , p.. ace and sta b il ity fo ..



aaa
a ll our people . The buic pr inci ple underp i nn i n9
th i , new orde r is democratic OI"Jot ie y nile ( t r o m
"Stu,teqic Perspecti ves " docUIlIltntl.

While muc h of the Al l i a nce ' s ..a s s bas. u Jl'Cl. i ned

u n d e r su.n d" b l y o;oniu.ed over t hi s l a tes t o f cont radicto ry

"." &9 8 ' . one t tl i nq was crys tal clea r. The Jl.llia"ce, in

conjunction with capitd a nd the scat ", would nOW be able to
c o nc lude the o ft disrup t ..d march to .. de raci aH nd
c a p i t a li sm i n a ' new' SOl,lch -' f rica ' QH"rinq so mfl t h l nq tor

eve r y bo d y. Whatev<!c tu.nspire<:l in the r esumed p r ivillt e

:llee t inqs and neqotiation s af e... the ANC' s ofter ot power

. ha ri nq, wo u l d now be concerned wi t h worki nq out specif i c
t echnica l itiu, t ryi",;! t o beinq on board reca l citrant

par t ies , and sid"l i n i nq , i f neceS$ary. thos" opposed to t h~

dea l. Th~ loqi c of rne ANC ' s s tra t~qy WOl S finally be inq

conSUIM\ated.
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NOTES

,""<" on<! £nqlu, C"llec tod " or U , voi .6 I"".cow, ""9<U .
, ,,,,110.005, U UI, p . 2~1 not t d u ti.n9 to rdo ,. p" .
b .. , lundamtntd u tOnl of ui s t inq oconoOlic s od pollt;'.ol .y........

'0. l<luk s nd hi. o<lvi .o• • bd _d. U • po. n. t o OOnv... t~.

i"urn.'lo .., l '<_"n'ty ' eon.unuq th. n otu . of ,h" MlC/ SAC, on t hoa
onp••brood. ud ... , . th ... .-.11 1.. !o.....o1 .~ut the Inten. e pr u .,,"" ,
t h.. t he "<90"U";,0" h ••d . H. we> 0100 f"Uy OwU . of , no
<><qon!uuon'. l.M u . d p r obl.... Itn""9" inHlt • • tOel l. 01><1 t ho. 'n"
.. nIO<I n''' 991 in i"". t<oubh. no t In.. bot' ''.. o f t h o ,"""" lot.
l o." 01 h o nt -ll. 10 f ot llJ[ • • " . .. . n ndly, ~ 1\1.... w.. c~n1:ut

o f 'h. Hdent d u i u o f th. AIle /SAC". 0Id-9"..<I ludo.. " i.p to COllIe to
00_ SOt< " f pucer ,,1 n"<l0ho.ed >e t ch_n, ..U. h i s dOv..""",,,,,

'l>O Klo th ""uld nOt huo 1<" 0 "'" t ho fdl t U . t t t llo. 'h" event. ,~
£.anun t.Yrop. 0~<I the "SSP. ho<l on the .....C/!ACp. 9<ln<l•• the obvioy.
10.. o f :ai.Htuy n<l Un.ncul .. ,;, n .nc., t h. col h p.. o f s teHnU t
'sochl ..," ' was 0 .....n i <le<> l O<j";, c el b l ow to tho• • , n th. .....C/SAC' who
h<t.<I 100t.<I to the usn .. the ' lIlOCld' f o r t<.".forllUnq Sooth Afr ;'c• •
WM I. 'J"ne.atiou of ""C/ SACr ..<Ins hs o1 h . n ' brouqht YP' o~ <ly
<I.;'.t o f S tA UnUt .-.andi&< · • ...,U11... '. ond ..h.n It oU d;'..n..;t <1
they w*,. Idt in a n ;'d.olo;i t al vaty,,", . !he a c t o"'i'.nyinq
d H U luli ,,__nt and i<leoloq,,:<t.l con f ys;,on, tof!Obinc d wH h t he n . w
• obl.euv. "onditio~.· ...." e t he AIIC/ SAC ' _t. ,u,c.pt.bl. th.n . v*, to
, ...t.g,e .,,<1 ;'<leotog,..l .tt<l_.hon.

' South Afr l.c a n tmt>.., y lLondonl. " edi . ~cle..a, "Addr .., by St• • •
p r • • i <l. n t fV O. IU*,Jo, at t h. op. n;'nq o f t h. S. t<lnd Sunon of the ~ l. nt h

I'ull.a_ ". of t he ~.pubHt 01 Sou th At ti ca . ~ti<UoY, 2 rabcuaey 1990."

'.....e: tut;'c . 10..... . c"".. ,,f th. 010"" " otqon;,uuoo f".
So..ah. t Act i o n, . nd now a lud;,nq _ •• o f t na tuwl y const.i.tuUd
010 . 0•• ' . U.t Pa tty. H.vl.1 h Alexan<l.. focus.. on . .... in t un. Honal
b alon t . o f fo r e .. and the d ... t_ntion o f lU" 1Oq .h_nt. within
t he ·COO9'.... I'IOv_ nt ' .. U:po..ant to otd.....ndi nq the tnaraet...nd
t>\flatt of 0.. Khr"' s _ va. ~. s tet."

De Kht" 's r ob..,ary 1990 sp• • t h ... . .. l.t v• • y cl... t,," t
th. y s hifted ftOll\ t al k>oq in t h. v.t".i.lo""... __ v,a
th. ' t puppets to t he n*90ti a tion aod. , nvolvir.q v.i;'d
l.tt.rlocuto.. ...... auth.ntieally t&1>.U eM t ile .... j Otit y
corrent i n the 11 b...t;'on __nt bat a u.. of tho .hHt in
t .... ql<>t>d bd . nc . o f fotc•• l. n hvor o f ..p i ..U . ....



'"
1"'l''''..U ... . tn o~h« wocoU••hey .... U ....1>01<1...." '0 e O\l>u.
on th h C<'~< t ,010 '1_ b.t. ~.. ' hoy ,ult. e<l ' hot what
the y tanH t he Co nq u ss' _ H on s, 1.. • • t hou \n th e
IUd", . hLp o f t he CO'''i.... " ""_ M wOo U the ""'y Iss••
u . no t onU- o.pH d i.ot . _ 01<1 " .... ..on l y bo'''''''' _unC
I n ,he .equinho n oncl•• th••_ ~"d<l- h;'..o . ' e
cHew....n . ... "" y noqotutlono p r oc ~l<I . b y I.. ve ry
"otv • • , .sahres thu . u "" U y 1 0<1 dyna..ou.o. The
.vbuq"ent <lemo b illt",! o n oMl <I I1 1On o f tho
Conq • • " "",_ n t , , f w. ob, t trOd t he <"....lu. U .. o f
l n nH_p u t y f euds ol'<l eonfh«. f o , the _nt , ><¢<lId. . ... ..
to hove booM 00' t nu .&LeIIlaUch.

SU He vi l h A,l... Mer . S"""" lor.. Mor e
•M Tr e n.it i o n in 5".," At ti c .. (Cope To..... '

( 'l". l Th on .,u.. , I:. ..y. on
5ucho ftc""., 19 9J I , p . ~ I .

'Fo, • mo'o u ' ."'''<1 or ; "",o.' alon; ell.... lin.. ... t ne
l n t e a<lv t tlon in Collin,.". 11 9 92 1. It .... clou '~n De Kl u k, Uftl .
h.. p e. du . ...... , und..n<><>d t~....d t o 11., t h. i M e<.... ot th. t ....
... J. ft .1o_.U ..f the eulin~ e 1... !i . • . th o "'H. bunau.utie
' . puth.J.d ' 011<:I · p e1v o.. e . p i U l h t ' ol_nt>l. With su.h .ft
und.ut.nd1 ft~, Do K1... ' .h..... d hi. wi U ' ft'ln ' " to <lit e h the ~.tJ.o.d

p.ny' . hl Hoel. p..co.o~e ot U I' AlcH.n. , "" ' ~ In'i" .10.. . "" t o
.on• • ntr... o ft .ppuUft'i" co .1000 int " " '0" uc i d hn.". Th.
p<oetJ..o l ' ppl1••tio n o f th;' s p.upe<ttt>o to <I.""lop oVo< .h...~t
.~,.. y..... ~,.<I..lly 1>e.0000nq • • 0ph i 0<1 peo'l'U1 of .0••• ,Oft.
• oopt.tion .nd ••~tion.

' 1'1. 11<:I01 oon ' ppoi n U <I Deputy- P • •• i d_. .. f t ho M e , but
effee tivoly b .es t ho .upr 10_•• f to < h10 rol..u . Oth•• l..<1. ..
of t~. l n t ..;." Group inc1u ul>F notabt.. Popo 110101. , P.trlc k ·Torto. ·
lA ~ o.., 00<1 lIOr-nd Sut t nu .

Th. hu«i . <lty ut-up h..d~y.<t. .. oecyp l..., • <!<I.... t own " ..h.M• • bu e~
buil<l.i.n'i" own." b y . ...dehy , n s u ro nco OX' CIltl.V. whe eepoeU<lty ~. "" tho
AJlC/SACP tr u uso o f . p• • • un t il y ..... ..t. to Hn<l lonq.. .....
• e.ommod.t ion . Thi . c.l i . nee o n tie tibe • • t e . p ;' t . t to fi n. nco .~

of i.t. op ec.,'on., .... 10... to 0 0 mll.h ..i d.. pu.tie. t Ot the
A.VCfSACP ( u ti on . U ••<I by uhrri nq to . uc h .upp.... OS vo1unt"<y
<lo~otion. ) .

's.. ' 11. .. "eUe' (0' n. .. ti... . ,· ....d rn 'r~re... 110 . 64
,J onuu y l r e b ' ''U Y. 1990 ) . pp.9- 11 . Th;'. ut i e h i . bU.<I o~ on int••v....
wHIl sen i O. AJlC/ s.o.c: P t ..<!e r Chc U Hsft1 .

'Al t hou qh t ho p o ti ce weU ld.~tH1.-t 4. 'uppocUnq .nd . "'Gu ro ql.nq
.u.h o t ... ~. , t il. .. .... • ""ry 1n<li• • tion thot d_nts <n th .
,n..tHq.~to '.o....nHy · . .... o t h oc '.Q> roc""- "~n..ed ' n . ti t u U Gn,
wu o I n t r ;' •• t el y invol""" l.n t h e "_ 1"" o f Vl.olen• •. Thi • • hou1.d ..""
.""'" .. no >Yep r ... Since t he ' n ow " t".Uon · P ro Vided ~ ;._

OppGtt"n;.t... . fo e t ho .t... t o con<luet 0 e ....-U.. ..r 91 o f v i olon..
ond n. qoU.Uon t h• • woyl <l ..... k. n th. IUlc /sAcP ". th q ro u nd .. nd
ho p.hllyor t h. n.qotisHGn . t.blo .. _11 .

ro o d. UJ.l . ot til...t .nt of ' ho h o n<l phYU eo' ""'neUOn
w, .. ~",,- by t he v i.ol .nco in e.dy (' 90 1I1I t tt... fo r no.~ ......reh,



Tn. c.....~. rH., N....OC,j..' ~9" • 1I,,~ ·• • ci.l DoInocr.cy i" So".h Atei c.
(Du, o..", Modi b. 'ubli.h. ... 19931. l'II.25-2'.

"u"ln. """",. ..U •• n.q"Uo.ted " t " c ..... i n tOt u _l•• ZiOlb.b...
• no U 541Y.doe. ch. AlIt !!AC p ..nc.«d lnto • • 11< hou. any . uI>••• ,,01 v.
we .t. n i " q ., al t . t n. Uv. "ontrol "l t h...n...y' "",Lty f " e""' . ",, ',
U>lUt y to ""."t ,., • • nUal .bu. .. . f th. ,pu'hdd .." u n t y /0 . ... w..
..... n"• • l .rod 1n .ny ..... th. AIIt/SACp · ••t touq1••pp,o••h h. d q ,u.l y
" n d. """" . d .h. po••oU.l • • p••ity fot ." .....d . uppo.. b b l . to
d ef.nd .10. 'beo~ ..... . . Tho re. "l t ... . t hlt tn. ANt / S.... p· b...
..ood ""l~...blo .0 vl"l.nt rop..."on .nd co...h . ...nip"l"1on • • "d.10. oeq ..nlt.Uo" h.d ." eo1y on .10 _ ..n_y fotee, to · . ootrol ' Ul.•
"lOlen"• . Undu """h " o oo" i on . t h o US...., .0,,10 n•• hop. to hov•
• 0nt,01 o f th. /I..qo t 1. t l on. pto..... h." i n9 '0 eely in.... d on thtut .
o f ",so . cti on • • b• • k up d ....nd • •

" o n. 01 tho ..,H n . U .... of 'h. loNe " .... p· <l ptop.;.ndo
• • q:001q,, ••d . ... ""'.ny1.q ' l"'b0 li. • •pp.al .f HK hoto w.. tho
d ...l opme~< o t • ~yt ho l 0f1 ".1 p.c,pe" tiV••f tho . ",..d .ttuqql • . Th• ••
w.. the ..p.cUtion th.t Hk ..oul d ~ .bLe not only t. pto.... . but .100
to . " t ... in ' u " , •• l o c f und....n t.1 t ..~.fo.... ' lon of SOu.h M.L<' I.e
tho v.cy lout th>.. _on, tho p .o u, ,,o~ o f . ll ou,c ~..d. l .

" 1'h . I..dl~q ..._ • • o f the .,.._no 011 " , u "," 00 N. h on
"'a ndol•• OUv• • TalJIbo. Wal S'\. u lu. Jo. IlO<:l 1...~d Th.Oo !'lb• • '\ h.d . ll
l o nq ''10 <dop ted the f o. k o f ••co~.lonlat pol1 ti.a wh''' h
."' '''P1 Hlu • p.tH. Oou,,.o101o O", tOOk. It .\0 of 10.. ''''fIoc..n•• to
d.hnut. t h.l . , u p'''ln f.....t ly . hd .La.. b. e kq,oun<l....0lO;I, .~a l ya ta

do . j,n o.d.. t o loe. .. tho .la .. . _n.nt.f t h.1~ polLtice. "" N.U
po,ne.d out. o n. o f tho. e.f1n.\nq huuc" .f • p••H .. Ooutq.ou i .
polltico IS tho u.. of . ny "".n. ,,,,.. t o f ton lo.d...h,p o f p n<IOIOi n.ntly
·pop~l.. • ..... r.......loo Ol. to .",,,,.v• • 1 ... ·_ltIb'.,h1I" j,n tho . u t
.tep up .In th. clo.. hlot" Chy • t M boutqoo•• i • . " h. t 10 of COnetal
' '''I'o . te" •• I . t ho hnd. of 1'01101• • p ..cticod••nd i n t h. c a .. o f t ho
1 .ad1n~ _to . f t ho A/IC tho. po llU•• o f .ceoa•••,d"'ion ' noq ot Utio n,
had Uttlo '0 .... WH h . h. " I . .. I n ' . ... e. o r tho ""'J .t1ty ot Sou t h
Af n ca n•. On. H ...l noto - tho. l • • ,j'~q _ . .. of tho S....P " . '1 . Jo.
Slovo.nd Ch• .Is ".ni , . vh' lo q.n l1y mo.. • ••d'ed · in t h.i . onaly."
t"on th.it t o" ",..I""'" i n tho. t " " • • IOUch • pact of th.ls
p.t,te bo"".o.... po11 t iCa « q..eIIu. of ••• • t h" y petee;ved .. 'h.U
,n<l,v,d"al politico .

"~Th. GtOOU seh~u. Kin"u.· " . .....C C-p .......nt o f Potitled
&ducation. 1'/1. ~.d To _c. IJ o h . "".. b " c q : .o.IIC. ""n•• 1590).1'1'.52-53 .
Soon oft., tho G.oou Stllu,,~ t . h . COS" TU d onq wit h th.. lfeCl onal
Conq••u .f rne. tln.\ona 'NACT1J) Slqn.<I tho SACcOIA ' So~th "ftlc a n
Employ•• ' a conauluu... to"";' t <o. on Lobo . "U.i.. 1 .ceocd on Kay 7th .
Th . aceoed .... dU i'l"ec1 to "".h .h.a tet . t . f o .... ll y on.h.in. _, k.'.,,<1 ""'on .iqhta • •_tlu~q ..h.\ch . .. pattUlly . tII1. V'" b y tho. Lobot



,,-t.01ono _n_nt "'c ' o f U to . Th. !ACCOl.'l .cco,~ • • p •• • • nt.~ tho
b . q j.Mj.nq o f bJ-qb·Lo.... l f o ....... con.1001n9 of t h tr.d. un to...,,,' ....no ,
tho , to t . , .nd c,p". l u t • • • l.I,ly d00 1q• • d to j.~..v. ' b. lot of
. "'Ploy. d ..... t ••• • nd ndue. I . bo . conlHct . Wh l1. . <blo wu n . n .. .
p o .Hi"••top by ... ny .... t . ... th I. nd contj.nu•• t o bol
"'Lltonc. by coetal-n w'lio n . t o t U.y pU.... i " ecl .. . tt_to t o c oopt
t h o o . q. n l u d ..... )u nq c l ..s t huuq h ' . oc . d contnet.' .

' 'The n .... sub nU.1 oppooHlon to tho ...... /SACt neqoU.Uon•
• un.qy f t OlO oth t.n• • q.oup•. Includj.nq ,he tM:.. Al»'J • • n<! tho
" . ..I y f o.-.d NOt t • • · • ot q. n j...h on fot Soelo l 1o t " . Uon . Fot .xol"pLo. 01
.. n ...l y e n tJ.q"•••• Ib1 d ., S.ctlon 4 .

" t;" .n t heuqh tho CO. AnI h . de ..h,p ~ t no,," t o b. qen...Hy
. u ppOttl " . e f tho .lIlC/SACt noqo t U Ue tety . n ..hich COSAT\I ....uld
not bo d i • • cU y l nvolvecl i n tdk• • OIOny uni on . fUI U t ....nd unk-.nd_
Hle "".ken ......d nt t h . t "".hnq cl... I nt. ..... b<I t.pt ... n tod
<no .. v'90'oY' l y . nd I p. nd.ntl y.

"Th . ... 11 SU"O< .Iov..... l, Jun. l ~ . IttO . Th. ..h c l •••u ....... d
thn ".ndol. h. d ucu..~ o v.. USH In.l. l hon 1n pl t«qu. "",.Uy ftc. t ho
bu.,n U ent. j.n the tin t I ... <I<Iy. 01 h10 visi t t o tI... " n...d
St A.L thouqh th..... no oUj.eul ..co , d 0 1 h ""Oh mon.y IIon<l<lls
.....n . q. d to cH'e On hU Un Hod SU tt. tri p . H e i.nly ton .n.o t n•
.... Ui.o n• .

:O. l)own t o hUn. .. . " Ho" YOt . Doil y N."s . June n. IttO. ". "". 10
wU quo"d ....yinq thot ·U ... h.v. , u H i c l . nt , ..ou"oo 1.0.. t hot
I n s h 'utlon It lle d .volop... nt b.ntl i t i.. not n.......y f o e •• to loo t ..
o t h. , opU on• . •

" lIol . on H.ndol.. .... w. .. " . n . e••n Alti e • . " !l t S!) . i n Th.
St"u9'1l .. Is My u t e 11"0). pp.H-7~ .

" lnt .. cvtoo.. 4. Th. :Svnd4y To10t9"opJl I " ~ ) , "",,,1 i. U t O.

"Pul T.....n.lo, "n .. ",",- tIO .f>d tll.oo T...... " " j.o•• i n Sout n
Afdeo.· :s... .-ch liVn< SOU tn At"ie~ 2, No . 6 IJ""u. ey . lUll . pp . 7Q.19.
Tee..nol. qo• • on to d.tul t n• • n U -pc"'..... j......q. nd . o f t n. ArL-CIO
..n " ho" it hoo f unchoo.d t o ... . .. un ion. "oYnd tho 91 0b • • ub••evi .nt
t o tn. n."" . nd ......"". 01 ,nte:o. t10...1 ~. pi t .l.

" " n. 1'"1'.ct o f t ho ""1n..q •• t 10n of U:sSlt . M &o.t .. .,., [utoposn
' .0C1. 1i.... • al t ho u" h alfecti. nq Soutb Aleic.n . 0euU. " in "en. ... I, ....
p . ...e ul..ly feU by SACP _cs " n o hod lOOk. d t o tn. SOVi. . t _ 01 ..
t h o . "," . e . In d ·lttO J oo Slo vo p.M." . n . ... y . oU ti.d "...
s o e1o U . .. Fatl " ( Ate1~.n C vnist. 2nd l)uo<t. e. l nQ. pp. 2~-~11 j.n
wll 1ch h• ••qv.d t hot " not o.q ..itl> Sov1. t . ' otidi. • " os j... loc t
of ~c• • cy . H••• t out . v • • 10n of ·OoDott.tie .<>ti . li • wh.el> woul"



<..c~. th. SAC' . nd . "",hlu.. in q. n.... i , p h cinq p<iUHy en t " •
• cc.pt a no> o t ....ltl.-p..ty polHlc••n d de_ e n U c « coun ,.l>i H t y .

W" U e Si o vo' . eon t r l l>~t ion 'lq Ml y t1 l qhl i qhted t". lac _ o f
deJOOo,acy p r att ic.d 10 tl>e USS R/u .te,n tv ,op. l d l>. H d u < d..e . d.. o f
5AC P . I>u.. tor . nyon . d.er1nq to qu..tion t tl. I n l o111I>111<y of SO"" t 
uyla ••""1.011. .. · 1, t he p « c t l ed di rection it pout.d to .... on. of
fu .the • •«o-.ot10n '0 t he ;'nu,.. t . of e.pHd . TlI lo w.. b.e.un
t hU. w" no .tco~.n~1nq ..nt'q>.e p toq n .. th.t could df.oU"ely
"",bihu ,h. ..... " . nq du. t o ,_.. ' o1 y chd l .n~• • p o l it .\e d pUC'"
t h. t .... . ",,11 on I ta ... y to d.H...."nq • d.... U IUe<1 e . pH d i . .. . 8y
1o.Uti."II on ..dntUn,nq t he C""-st.q. t".ory o f «volution, Hovo ....
t he SACI' .... . eo nttt!>uti n'l' to 'h• • • _<e H uciOn .nd d. f..c of • wot , inq
oleu-l.d . 0 c U li.. o1t • • n. c1"•.

'<.r~. ANt / SA<:P ... . d.vdop.n'l' .n · . voi v in'l' nod. o f
pn.,deM•• li.OI" [I.odq. (l 9Ul . p .l] . On hi. n t u t n f .... fouiqn tt ip.
""Mel. ' YO" l d b. " e< by t he enU.. ANt ex.euti."" h n. d up .t Jon ''"uts
.....,po.t - ,.Io h ann••burq · ..... n ".po",' l. ThiS p....d.nU.l1..' wu
no o 1c..b l. i.n the ... y the i ..d...h.p joc _. y. d for poHUon .n<t lovor
..ith ><an""la, • pt.ct'c. ch . t ••u..d ""c h t.n.;'.n ~ .t ....n fo .... '
ut.,nal.ntl I n.., na i ,u l U n• • I ..d... . It .lso dldn 't do ..... ch f ot
d.""'ct"ti.e " eco un« I> ;'H t y 0' efU" .."cy.

" IU. ><a nd U Civic " ..oc hUon l .ade< Mz " enel . ""y"U o u k.d , "hO"
cen • me_nt q l "" up t ne ."""d ,u"q~h ""~n the "''''1''1'1. ;.. no t ove< .
lie hoVe t o " eqoCi.t. Iro," • po. 'Cion 0 1 o...nqth . · H. _ 0< On c o ..y
t he< no on. h qo, n'l' to c.k. yo~ '.<io~ s L y if th.y ~.li... th. t you
rennot del;'".,< on you, d ....nd.,.g. .... . . nd th.t t h;' s hu "".t ~..
h.pp.en"d t o the NIt q;'v.n 'h. polie;'•• th.t i.t h.. .....p , ... . nd t~.

COlOp,om.i. ••• th.t " hu ....d. [ H'... nd. l'Ieye kh o . tnter"',,, ..i.t~ .utho• •
Qctob<O . 1'91 1.

"Z" - I/o Co flre until p. opi . · , qovu..... no <~l • • _ AIlt , "
Zo'ut'day sc.... ~~ y. 1990.

"llou..U u nOI , pp. ~9-10. lhe d., 1« 00 cl.... ·th. ,,"<&1 hi 'lh
q,ouM ' 'I,ve f UtCh" . n'b c.uo n tho' t he ","C/ SAC' _ , . o~t 00 ;.~....
upon t he , n t e t n. t ;'o nel · e..-n i.t y · 'ho" •••,u~.n... • OllOu o • 'peecoful
n. 'l0t••ted . . ..lelOOlnt ' . In th. (. co 0 1 the onqoinq violen<. , ""o"ion.
o f '.., • • 1 ' ri'lhtn... w... n", POO«i o"lo<1 y ."".. fo ' .oJIC/ SM:? .uppozt. ..
on 'h. "I"",nd .

"In"i.t~.. fo' U . c _ . . ... ' ''h, l'l'I. Cod... Fil e : I>'ot<jo t '; . t '; ng •
" " n · ••c'; . l oemocrocy in Zou'h Ar, ;'e. ( Ou ,~.n : "'''Ib. Publl.he.. , 1"31 .
p .2S.

" Even thou~h I u. the ""'d ' &11eqed ' I t .... o~w,oY' to ••yon.
liv1n'l i n the to... . h;'p' l end tho.. i n eon toe t wH h th. OII. t h.. the .....
'Sty,i ty l o re., _ '., in ....ny " , in"'\9. U nq ....e h o • • n.~'inq
t h. ' .....e k.. _nt .hu d unh1nd d. T n. cl .....". "f Yiolen"•• th ts o f
, ee .;'I>,,<1on••nd th. pe<CU U t y of t he po lioe . oft.n di"u.d ed t hip
r"ld." t. tr.... cOl'li. nq lo ..... . d w. t h . p .".\Ue i n fo"", t i on . Thi. , coupl.d
..i t h • modi . qon.ta lly .Y"'!'.thet.c t o De .1. ,,_ .nd hie ""nUl> of ... t .



i n""h -_ n t • • • " cO<l t h.t .lhq"10., Of .t.....cudty f o <c. i .valv. ... . t
1ft ch. V1oh.e. ' ....i.ocI ofhei.lly ' " np rove• • •

N fO c <Oa t ,h. a ut helu • • nd Inb ... t h. y WI n . nU n t on . Kpond inq
th.ir 10... into the l nd u.tru l h.u t h nd a! "1.....U n ...d ,nd .n the
prOtu. b.eollll.nq • ""lor n. U on. 1 ploy.. . Buthelui h.d b C<JU. to upn..
his d .....y at t h••i.dd inln; o f I n ~"O i . t he on;oln; "l~. . ..hl eh h.
po"d I n t ..... or the ucl",lo" o f the ' Zulu p.aph· . His "",.l puloUon
a! ZUh .th.ieity, . ;' docl b y h. vin; tho unq.u t!on.d . uppa e t or c. ,
hOf.d;'<Oty 1 "l u Ki n; ! GQod..H I ZWlleth1n. - Buthd.n·, cou.ln! . .... to
'>0<0"," th. _ I h p . o;c... o ! In ~.t. In it... t o"'Pt . to e on .ohd-o'e i t' own
""tlon.1 . nd ••; . ond p.,...,t . It . ho uld bo '.e.ocI t h.t U n e . the . le t U Oh ,
th... h.. bun 0 . i 9 hl y p"bHe . hd b.i.ttu ' p Ut b.,wun Kinq Z_lo t h i n i.
. nd hthd. .. e.ht.nd ....h tho ...,.C "" ; h l n; in 00 .he . i.<I. or . h. ~ i n;.

1990.

" Al l i ..e••U,;"ia.. at . ' t hi r d fat'" _ .. aoocio••Uy
di.OlIll.uocl <Iuelnq IUo. "ntH the public.t;' on o! the . .. t e- .ppointod
H..... CQfNU.non ....po ct in l .t. 1990. AJ. ' ''''";h the ""po c o <li d hOt o U o<
concl", i ve . vi d e oc. ot dint< ",;h-leve l , " c . ""'"PhcHy i n 'cavett
. t U Vi t ... ' by .......cutlty fo..... it d id Hnd th.t the ;ovOf__nt· .
civll CoopoutiOh Sut• • u ICCBl . o_ d ' 0 boo '>O hin<l • • • u •• a t ....ch ·
.;",d ~Ulino • • od o Ch.. po..oc ..1 c.... o! .pot thoid-cd...d v,olen c e .
IthH o tho Ropo<t ...d not . .."It in . o y .peciHc .Ctioo h.ioO u~.n by
' h. 00 K1 . t~ qov.c.-ent. t he .co~l" lon of . vl d . nca ova r t ha n• • t y•••
w" t o to te. 00 ~lo <k 00 U~ • • t ep. to toin in elOlll.nts o f hi•••curity
e . ..b U.MIone. In ....oh. 1994 • topoet omon. t;'oq tr.... 'no i nd . p. nde n t
Gold.ton. C.-.;...i on fl.nq.te d hiq h-1....1 ot! i e... ,n oho Sout h At t i c . n
poli o", .. h. v. nq po<tl,elp.ud i n ; un ."nn~n; to . n t i -""'O .1o...n t " a ...,nq
tn... In~.t. , up poru De Klo r~ cnpol'l<le4 by ,~. pel'l<l,nq • fa.. top So"th
Mcic•• pcHe. c thc of t •• Ol_ at wr 1Ol no tha in....U o.,;.on
conUn~., .

Fat f"ttho< l n f o tlrl& t.i.o n on CCB . chva y " e Ph.. l a n l : .....
P.t<i c~ t..ounne. 11 9 90 1 .

ln o.

" · ... nde l . · ........10 VU lt '.n o D,c.nHy'.· r ho Seer ISAI. O<:tob o<
U . 1990 . ADo,lqlnol .ctl,vi,t Gory Fol . y u~.d .he quuucn, "llhy dO yOu
th,n ~ h. '. c-.J.nq ou t to ...... tnIU~ I t ', not t o oet • h tt.. t.n . . . 1
th.o ~ i t ', • pol.i.hc.1 oboe.nHy tat nU l to b. a"";'nq h.to . nd ,,,c~ "no

"P co .U t ha po op l a wno _ " I<Io' t li ft. hnq.. t o c hi.. Whil e h. .... in
J.n.•

" C. l i a " " he: , · 10<10n.... i U '" cornuh.. A1iC· . i ...q •• - .... . ly"'il . i' "''1'' i 9n.l l<o.n<lol.'. tup toa~ phc. in Octob.. 1990 1 . The
lllih tory dietotonhlp at 5unotto ........0 powet l n 19 66 d U r tho
. ..i ...tocl .1ouOhCOt ot OV'r otI. IIIJ. U ion Indon•• i . n, . ....ny o f wn_ "eto
_t, at the C.....nist r ot ty. Th,s .1o"oh..c .... o " . cl y ..d ... by tho
.oh,,;.t1 n of the ~ni..d st... . CI .... Sinca 191~ the ....Ht..y



die...eD"~I ", ~u "",c up i d ,~. ,J, ny lOla"" o ( ~.t Ti"", ' . In tI•• "" 0"'"
w ..p'n~ ou' . n .. ti_t.d on• • h>td of ' ~t In~. b".... o ( &00' T1"." .

"5•• "AIlC ' o ...onoor dtor . .... . ouq~ taLk Lno , " ... . ~l y He il. 20
D.c • ...,. '. 1900 . Th. Co d . rtnc. NU ~tld J,n Jo~onn"bu<o 0"" .... ott.nd.d
I:>y "0.. ,ho n 1600 d.hq o , .. , 0 10'<9 ' ponl0n 0 1 ..ho," w••• unel•• the 00.
of t h h t y . I t ..p,... nt.d 'he nn' optn eon h , ..e. o( t he AIlC I n olllDH
3~ yo. ... . nd t~e H u t 'i_ t ht ex.trnaL l e . e1. u h. p boel t o I.ee 0
c e p,uen t o<1v. eoUoc tion of lOo ,nt.cnaL ..... b.....

" ,-,<c. MV.n' . to ,... , .1 01101 o-c..o, y, ~"poH on 'h N<C ".ttono l
Cont u l .. ' i v. Co n t ...n,• • ll-16 D...... '. 199 0 IJ o h. nn..bu.q : AN"
1:>00H• • . 1!I901. 1'1' . 16- 18 .

" Thi. o. l.qinoUy ... li t uy u "" ..... oppli.d t o t he Holel of
p o Htl... by G , . .... c.. To un t ho ";'1It.&<y onaL ooy, 't ."""U.. t nt • • 0 of
, trenCh ..oth.. Ncktd up ~y nU tve ' 01 . upplL.., ....mit lon••nd
sold J,t.. b.hJ,,,,, t ho Hn• • • ( 5.. a ovld Fot q. c • • d., A G..oIIUci Rudor
( Lo nd on , L. "'ren" . ' Wi.hut , 1' 88 1.1"1" .00-43 11. [ "ould UOut t ho<
"' ,""'Ci ' , &co....n'" conc" .inq ... .. o f pohUon w" p..doal.n• • d y
.ppUco" l t '0 . h e ' wu t' I.. " ppo. td to tht t><O"l'1t 0 1 , ht ' En t ' - '~t

Vletoc J,ou. OctOb tt 1911 ~t.oluUon ' t p t ..ehU nq. ' .... o( _ nt"v,, · ) .
c1ut to t he eo<npl....a. ond ..,enqth. of bott> the .t.,. u,<I civil
so' 1..ty.

"Advonc. '0 No• .Io" ol Dtaoc"."Y, pp.II - 2 Q. Th t eonf.,.ne.
d e ho.tu v 'qo.o.lly U ) ....<I p.opo• • 15 by Thobo l1be ~, t hot tho 101l.
c . v , . '" 1. .. "onet 0" UhO"O"' . ~ht l ••<ltto h, p <.eoq "1...d t h. t t tl. ......
....<I 10 .. e<Jn tro l OVtt .h. c"-"'Pol.on le " . "P1H .i.od by t ~e uni.lot • .,. l
d.eu Lo • • by eap H ol .n<! ...... ,,1 qo..rn:otnu . 0 <ltOP .." e t i on s oqh n..
e " e 0.. ~lot~ 'iovu"",.nt l , ,n<l t h . i t ot t t"'f'- ' t o fo... 0 . ev1.. ....... t DO
1 1 ttl . ' DD leu . I n ony cU e , . h e "n , ,iti,,01 ...y I.n wlti c h .he entt ..
••nc U " " . c amp&l.q" had b un p <op a q.nd U t<l oy t he ...... ISAc ' vtO U~M ,to
o wn b i t • • , ft uH ,n the fo ,", of d eltqat.. ' <oIu . ol to eovn ttn.ntt ony
Ca.h Ln k.

"loL<I . • p.20 .

" ""c . · YU ' o f "", so oetion lot ' M "on.ftt or pow.. ' 0 t ho
p .Ol' I . , " . ..t t ....n' er , ho Not l ono l Exem>tivt eoa.l t ... on ' h. o'co. ion
o f the 1,.h .nni... .. ,y of t he ...f . i c.n N. ..on.1 Co nq<tu. J.nuuy I.
i 9 H , I'o" onne. b u 'i' AIlC. 1991 1.

"I...H.U ( e , Bloc' llt..o<etI n 99 ll. 1" .34 . Th.'t ..... ehuq.. by
• ..- 01 t ho o<:, vi vo .. . hor . h . . .... "'urL. y to<e... ..h.len ~..<I "".n
.sked t " p<o <te e '~e v.lq il , hod d 'lOppute<l OI.inu t .. btfo't t he 'lUn:otn
.""0<1..... bolo •• • • ...,..~en' l"v".tl.q.ti ofto p.ovecl · i nc o"" l usL ...• •

' 's U IlOMl.e KdC U . ond Khu," oyo , " Ito.. Str.....q lt .I. t he ke y."
...otk i " ,=q,.... No.72 IJ.n u••y / fob. "oty, 19 911 ' . nd .... j'lDDnd Su ttnt< ,



·O<Ie n or of an Un~enned AIlC . The 1"' 04 .."..4· INlC. in t und Dep..uoent
01 Po li tic d £<I~cet ion pa p.. , p.u~aty. 11 9 11

" K.. ' 1 h • lUI~.wayo !ign l. pp.ID- II . .... . not . o f i n u u • • •
"'u r U. _ ••till on til.. ,un fr.. ota" a ut hor H h . a t t ho ti..... a
, ..u l . of hi . HI( act i vi ti es In Op.uUon Yuh . · lUIu. ..a yo ' , • • pp..entiy
a ,,<>Jt> <10 pJ __•

· · ·T.. .. o f U. AIlc in th. p, . ..nt Porioc:l, " AIle '''tornd
4i , c" "10<1 40 c "",. n t . 1991 . A.lthough this <lot"...nt clo.. no t i n<li c ote a
. ""cihc ."tho" it I . hl 9h 1. y l ikel y . h.. i t c. '" hom t ho p o" of on
h" d ""'l"""'nd Sutt"o' .

" ro . U. o t u t of . h. Op." L••u •••• I". t it ut . f o: I h'. R.... . c h
(l9 9 3) , l'l'. lle-US . Th. n." ultl... t .... contu""d .he l o llowi n" 1_dia t.
4....nd.:

• ou t h wi nq tho ca"ylnq o f ....pon. at public gother ing. ,

• t ho di..u ..o1 of 90".r..-"• .u"Uu n ...." ' lU" VI"• • nd Ma" " u.
Mal o " 11" o"nuo1. of law .nd sec" r it y lorc.. , a r.cl aU t h o..
• 0. pon..blo lor CO"••' a c ", ,,it a .,

• t ho di....n t linq o f a il ooun.or- Inou,g.ncy un ito Gf t hO ..c urHy
( 0 "'"

• t ho . u.pennon o f polioo o f Uc... 1",11" a .... in .o..... h ip
......" . .. I' P.c, H coUy .ho.. i n S••o. enq . n4 O4".yton l,

• a"u,on"e t hat , . c""'Y (o <c.. would . "'Ploy 'ac o. ptable and
C, Vi U u d' Mthocl. of ctowd coo«ol ,

• ...p . b. t a kon to ph... out hond. , a nd ' ..n,fo,," th. .. inro
1"""- l y u n i ",

• t ho ..tab1"_... of . " i nd. pend.nt c or«n1..1on of i nqul r y t o
in V..ti"a• • oocu n t y (o . c . "",.con<l"ct .

"So. -We _n't r." I . .. "an• • "n talkS , AIle IOU . AliA.l'O," Th.
S ' . r , II ""<ch, 1991 .

U91.

"Si "",n l a p • • UdOn l"'1l . ....C _ III!>• • an4 . " .... . h'p u ..4.". i n
J " h. n n e . bu r". I n t • • "l.0'" WI t h •• 'hot. Octob•• 1991.

" Thi a • • gy h.. ""'•• , . c e n tl y " .n • • ed i n £1. 501"040', ..h...
tho H b. , on ""'''....nt . <I'. fHUI, "". hcod "'''y " t t hO .a<ao
c na llen" .



'"
"Fo< an neoUone di..tun;'o. o f t ho lliq • • ne hand . y _,t••

, ,," u ,u<ou ndin, It o •....... u ' ••t>d .uO. oq>.<ont " 1010noo GUf
Ru.H o u . no:! Ruper t Toylo <, ·0<9<1.nho or D1.,· "'''rk in ' <""<o os , ~o .'.

70/n l Wove....../ Do. _ ... l UC l . ~ .10. author. point out, t ho d oUninq
f..our.. of d •• " . oton.o ~.. '

. • . not tho athoi.e lin.. o f di . .. l o n bue th.•• tho
puu..ipont • • nd " 1«1... <I t t ho . ' olo""• ..0 Uo.. ~ho hov.
b••" ' '''''"'I tho ...,or 1O"• • • l y n ploH..:! and "' .." vu , ..,." oy
rh. op.rthoi.d oy••o", 11'.10).

" St ., • ... IUn'i' fo r t ho nexe 0«1... • ""y 1""'yo 2. No . J (Apo U ,
19 911. 1'l'.10 - 12. Tho uucle i . on i n u rvl i tl>. Mil co.... " d.. Ch...
"o n ;' , o.. rln q Apdl en... wo O • b oo t l * . dn up by H~ antiochd " Fo r tho
S.. h o f 0"' Ll vn, ' thn boq." circuhtlnq &mOnqa. t hlp o .Uvht• •
It . oUo" foe t he f onno U on o f Town.hip De!en.. Ca rmi and TOWfl. Mp
Cehn.. ro r~.., ope '~ t i n.; oI onq otlJ.l1 t.ty Un" . end ed~p"nq tneru e l v..
t o tn" t~Ct ~c&l neo<!. o~ on u rben landocepe . Th.." f ......U on. ".." to
co".Ut,,'e ~n e"lbtyon io "people '. o""y and polL~e .· A> evonto o v.. ' h"
ne xt yeu .... u to , .nU no , 'h.." plan o n"vo, ,ully tOO~ oft . While ... ny
co""",,nH I.. did !O<lll ..If-dehn.e "ni ". thoy u o f ten ~ll-e q,,~pped

ond l e~~ed t o=ol ~nd ond oon «ol O<tU~tUt HI( hold J.. .. own
c n n to unco i noid e SOutn "ttlco i n .opto~or. 1091 o t wh1. h HK I n d u s
we re he..:Il y ~.1t i.i<ed fo r u n ;.latH e! de~hio.-... k i nq ond U " coM"....
...to o f t h" otqonunl on , MK oup . """" ,1oe MOdi >o ~. ... In t Ot puticul..
c <le' t h a . 00 hs d boen t ho COO" in tn. e put . . ......vet ....~h the <onk -ond
H le o ! MK we<e d i ..o<istiod ond di"ll" .lon" d , th" poHti t d d.t' H on .
t hst t n.. NlC l U d . n hip h« ...d" ond t M " t at. q it direttion of tn.u,
. n vol " . ...nt 1n tn. • ••qotio..n q ptoe.... left MK witn 11..10' .... eo t hon •
•pe~te to < ro le .

" Wlnn 1" l'lOn<le lo h d been c"u qed b y tn." . te te with b. inq on
oo o_He< to t"e ""'d.' ot • bloo. U e . s qe o«i vi.t nomed 5 t~ie .

>m i ch . i t " OS 011 . '1001. ho d bun c ouhd o"t by ~ qtO"p 0' he<
'bodyq"nd. ' wn.o ' oUed t " .....ol " •• tn. e · l'lOnd. ie r o otbd1 C1 " b' , lin... tM
t<i&l boq . n ' h. >onio r A1lC I Ude ..hip , inel"d i nq he< h" " ond ".loon
Mondo ' s , . ad bun pub11cly .uppo<u"", of hot ol t ho u q h _.y o f t he
yo unqe< loud. .. ( _ o<l y t hooe who h.d not be .n in . n lel _ .. vocsHy
' ci<1od <>( 1I1nnU · . ... n...1 ~Ond"ct whi c h t h.y con.ide nd "nd h c i p lln.d
.nd Itte.pon s ib l •.

The t cis1, whi c h d <• • • e d on lo t .e""".l DOnth. , oOdod i n the
acquittol of Winni o . "<It by ths t til' " n.d divide d """,h 0' tn" NlC
lude..hip snd q enotal _e..hip &r.d lIad pt<>4,,'ed • ~i. ~ly pub ii. ~ i..<:1
oep . " t1 o. bet..._ n Nelson and Wi n n. e . ""ny o f lIi nnl e .... Odo1.·.
ao ~ ivlt1.. U nte t he U i.1 (e. q . .. y" t unp,o""n ~h..q.. o f ,O<typ tion
and i Heqol d.l nd dooUnq' l eonU n"" t o "he ... iou. """.tlo..
e on cetni nq ~et p onal ond polit i coi . . . ....... n"t tnue 15 li t t le doubt
t nS t . ~e ..ill comao"'" co. H d. t . ble (' '''' often . ooleu' l ' " p po <t .....n....
a " u"le po<ticn 0 ' So u th "ftie.n•.

"-on , h e Po li t ital end• • • ...... ,....ion. J-9" Koy , U9"O, pp.6-1 .
Tn" ..e i tle wos a n into''' with Th.bo Hboki.



"5• • ",.opp'n, ~p t n. f o~rth p U la< o f th. ...~" h. " H...
Atr ;. e.", feb . 21 , 19H .

"·On tho Pol1t'eel A,e,,<I. , " p.l , r OE '~rt nn . nely. a o f t ne
l o" e lnhe t.nt ln .~ch • po""on . u ~avl<l HI<I<l t " , · Usin, the C' HOC
Ot the . t , el< , " Work In , r.'1...., Ho ,' ~ IJ\l ne, 1'91 1, pp. <;_7.

"'Th. C""LCO of Ilo>tl>On '.t t n. "'*C ' , h ut In.nnal N"lonel
Conh..n •• ,n .vn 30 y••" .... 'n.on...n. l. ~~,bon .n<:I H , ,o«o~ndln,

'o""'hlp, connHu• • • he ~ ' ''.n h.utl.n<l ot the p ..<Io....n.ntly Zu h
populot"" N.... I p t e vl n.e. Getsh. Bot he1nl'. In k.... OIOv. ...nt . 0nt l n ....<1
t o cl..01 ". tal/K... -Zulu as l c . """ h... tutt•• .., Ion ..hLeh It -.ou l <l
pol;.tlc.Uy """ H ol .., ..<11... o f the n.tional 'pp••l ot the ANC , By
hol<linq Lts ""nh..nc. 1" tn. hUrt ef I nka te · to H ' t . ' y ' the ....e: ....
••"<H", .......". t . a u th.leh . n<l .h. -.otl<1 th.t H. ul .o"" tn. ZUl u
p.ople _ .. no. the po......o n 0' I"k. to ,

" ANC, AI'C H.o.l ond Coohunco July l UI . R.P"<C l,Joh."n..bu c"
.o.Ne: Dop........nt of 10 10 .....01." . n<l Pub licity, lnl l . All subooqu.nt
~""ut1on . f,... the ""nfn.nc . <I.I1""'01on. u e t ' '' en h ... thu ,oucc• .

..... Oovld a ci . c , "AIlC .......10. ouUin"" "y <I. puU n'1 "'0 , · Th.
SO ar , 1 J\lly, 19 , 1. On. tMn'1 tho. c.- out ., the ptoc. e<lin,. _ . the
..t.nt to ..n , ,,,, t he AIlC .... <le pen<lent on fo re''1n hn<l,nq , p""c~btly

h ... S.,....;en. Il.lthough the o!hClal U , Ut" _ .. not ..1. ... <1 on. so..cc.
put th• • ...,u nt ple<lq.<I "y f o c.i'1n s our c . ' o t SAAon...6e . mJ.Ul"" ,
H.wev. r, 'h • • • we t . ple<l,~. 0~<I ~ch of th. oon.y WA' yet tG COb< t o . n•
.oJlC on<l It. olli.. . 1h . ....C ceuld tO~nt o~ <oe.i vln'1 the <epott.<lly
......."". 5. lnilli.,n h ... the S_<li ah l ntet no n onol pne l op...nt Aqncy
ISI OAI ( S" In.tiht. foc Block ~.oo.«h, p.l! ) .

" lU t h Gu'1h the Sl'<CP h "', un t o . ..~tt 1tulf .. . n . n<l.p.~<lent
o<,."lnt,on outsi<lo th c I• . i. openi~, n.... S""P " ,"nches 01\<:1
<OCt"'Ol"'l huvily .... nist cro<l. ~nlo"s l, ...,at of ito l ...<I...hip .nd
o<, on..ot'G"al . !lott• ... .. still <Io<llce.e<l to .he ....C. I""Ud, u " e .
f~"t..ory 1990. th. SAct ho<l t .._ ..ooh tho ..... col. , t h.<I pl.y.d i n
the lote 19~O'. on<l ••o1 y IS~O'. - pott ..n'1 f O'..or<l t h.i< ' l eft ' ""<si.~

.f th. '","C lonal <I..... ..Uc cnohtion ' y.t t ....4n'n'1 .oHdly ..1t!l!.~ <h•
. ... t . q l c p...... te u of the AIlC'. ' '''' H eel fcont' outl.o le .

...... ci t "" ,n Il.lli.t.. sp..k., "Th. ....e pull. to,e thet,· Afr ;' co
S.uth , No .13 (......' u • • , 19111 , p . ' ,

" I n S.ch.be, Jun., un, p.l .

· ' f ot .. ~xten<l.<I <lJ..cu..io~ of t h. pollue. of the ";'xe<i .c.n""'Y
opproech ••• J .ck (,0..10, ·' lIhe<l &C.n","y' - 1I1ualons of ~. fo<aj.a... "



P.P" p . u . " u d U 'h. Af . i c. S.oI1"., of t he C."," t ... M . i .." S ' ud1e. ,
Uni'l...ity of C. p. Town, U ....c h, un.

"5 . ..... U r "" i l . a J~ly, I H!. N«h•••• "" I.tto". punt... U •
" .., ••• t • • lu.h 10"" 10••"U-"IIC p~<po.u, fl".nclnq ""'''q 0.10..
t h inq., t h e eJ.l1tuy « uni"q o f I nk. .. _ .t>; t he I nle.t. <I01IU"at~

" .<10 . " 1 0 " tlWUSA; ."d In k... . . Lli • •• w"i . h w.,• •I t '".vit . bly
f o llowad b y "iol.nt .t..c k. on "11<: _ . .. . n<:! . ~ppo r • •

''vAT w•• d.Hqn.d to i n. ti t u t ••n . « 0.. the bU,,1 I n • • " on .11
.0_1ty qood••n<:! . .."ic.., • ".tty in.n. .. t t_ pre" ."". t . x u .
San' n . nti - puqn ... _ taX . nd .". ""P <I ..... n9.t o t h e<
t" .n9" b t f<><>d.."f f••,,<1 hulth . nv' , . , . VJ.T nt "'.t .h.
un 0"'Ploy. d . nd wo . 'i.nq c l ... woul .. hal t he b.un' of In loop. e< .

''Th. South Ahl..n .""no..y • • q i .tn ed • n....<iv. q.owth . . .. , n
199 1 .n<:! u"o"", l o_nt wa. he"".lnq .t ..o"nd SQ ~ . '''.'. h. <I be.n l otq•
• c .l...tren c ......n• • • nd incn ..l n q nopo U ...i on o f 1o<:lu .t . y . u
c.pital "on<ln". lly . o" q '" to the . H.c .. 0 1 i t s 0 ...." 1 " • • U i>.

"OOSATtI I • •dn.hl p "'.pot . t h i . ..... . ,q"l"q 'h.' the 901"•
.... ooqh. f . "", .!I'910y.n . nd th• • t ' h t ouq ' n.qo.i.tion. wo ul " l u <t he •
• """,_. t he wo." nq . la n<:! • • t So"th A1<'c. "" t h. 1' 0 1 . " 0...... "
recc y . " hH . th.y . u <1 tn. t t o .ns"n . ~ch • p.oc _t t he
l nt 01 the wo . kinq " t h••• wowld h. ... t .. b. the c o n ti n u""•
. l nvo. _ nt · 0 1 wo • ' ' 'U99'U . the p • • cHcal ... ul t h eo be••
to ' U ...... c<1b uuqq'. 10 th e i.nt.... t . 01 conelli.ticn . nd
• ..,loyee'••••• d nd• •

n ... h.". h.n ny ottiel..- w. U ... i n the iut f . .. ye . ..
• nc""Pun n.. th.. d.b See 10. U OlOple K. <1 "on Kol"~, " U ou " • • uon .
N. qut U tl o n••nd ' 1fH o f 'o. , <lon· . · So"th Alr i c. n L.bor ' ul l .ti n I S.
No . ] IS. p t ell'b•• , 1990 ) , G.Mt Seh<ei• ••• "fo..nt I ..... th. 'ut, · South
A.lt1un ,.obo. t ' . H . t i n . 16, No . 1 I Jul y'A~.. ,,'" 119l 1. ro • • n
'o,, 'u<loo5 " p p.et've wh' ''h ..,.u•• tot. n.qot1o • • d P ' 09u.. of
• ' 01li. "II .. t o · ... ,Jo h n S. " i . " 50,, ' 10 Af.lc., S.t_.n · S. ..~••i . .. · .n<!
St<~ct~• • J. P.afo • If. .. L.tt Revi . .., I SS ( 1991) , pp .J - U .

·' 5.... <he South Aft lcan <:",.... rc' .l ••d C. . ..i.. g Alll." " o .k... ·
Union ISACCAl/IJI ..,~t p . p . t • K. <lo na li ..tion and t he Rol. 01 the
St.... • foe COSATU Eco. .....c PoUcy Con l ...nc. , 21-29 Il.o r dl, 1192 'n
COSATU , - Doc wne••• t l on , E"o.OIOi e 'o l i cy Conl••ane•• " (,Jo ha nn • • bu.q,
cO'ATU pampnln. " 92 1.

At i .. K.ti.""al Con.. .... .. the .nd ct Ju l y. CCSATV n.d udUtIH<!
it. .............t '0 .0cUi1O" 00 t he dui ••<1 qoa1 of . « uqq' • • A bannn
"1.p"y~ by wo t t he conh...c . ...d ' - e ••~... Chart • • No !
soeU11... let '" I "ll,uo l~Uon• • dopta<! .t th. CCsAnI CO. 9 .... . •
A • • ni .n L.bo.r .10<1.,,01 C, No . '. 21 3 (Octobe. , 19911, pp . Il-UI.

" "Th . ANC . 11<I the · N-WO. <I ' , " Tll. se... 11 Sept_ e t , 1991. In
hct. it h.d b een cl n n.....ly i 990 that t he AIIC le.<lauhi p u w .h.
" .'lon. hutloe " , y ,'on••,O<lnd t he o. ...nU .tiO.. •• n eck i • • ••
b id to ••c u•• fo.d9n i n t . nd .h• • uppo <t o f lib. ... c.pltal .
Al .o . .. ANC O'p......" t 01 &<:ono "",c Po licy , 'C"c~,,'on Docweo:nt:
N. , . on. i • •• t ion. " Ic . pe Tnwn, C.n • •• to. D.vel cP-Ont Studi• •••• d . l .



".
~I""to., tho ......c: had dac,,:lO<I th. t i t 'fOuld no t ..a U ou H a

peLva U Unci f o r <odi. otnbutiO<l U U,. ',,",..pl.'. Inotu d 1< ....uld .. ..
vo.on t ,""" ,""" ...d land (l.ndudlnq . taU ownOO<! p 'OpotUU llk, OIiltU t y
i.not.lhuonOi U ..U as • !.Ind Cla i .. COUtt t o fu U1l1 t he C.....do..
ClUo<t . ,', ptoOliu .IIot ' the Land .1>.11 be .hHed .""'''9 U who wo rk
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l Ul l J.
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Joh.nn••bu.q on Sapto_U 22. In] by .s.MC ""'lla"al Cn... , Tokyo
s o....ah'.

"lIost of t n. "'n...." o.qan".Uon. ,n . ...0<1.... . <.p....n..<1
.pattnaLd ••pad ..", ,n o"a to .... 0< .110. ~. '. Ttla PAc• .0.%.>.10, .nd the
<i9" t-"'"q co"...".tj..... Pu'y .afu.ad t o po< t i . , pe ta , u dl.<I ! u t nd . ..
" no ."f."<1 to bo pat. of • p ...... ' tn.t ..i<l not l." e l ud a tn•. ~ulu
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• • praun'.<1 by otn.. 1 ..<1.,,) . Ot ne< O' 'lla n;. U t i on. of tna l d t .
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«l.t1<:"." COD!:5. and ...uno<! .... tn. M e a nd tn. S....P _ •• ,n d.nq.. 01
, n. U t ut1 o nai1 z! nq ,,"olual••~.om.i.••• • n. t "Odd "ot d.lL ..... q.nULn.
t.l>e<.tion to tn .

-.... . I u d I n I nstit ..t. fo. 11••1 ~....reh. Th . cod••• rile,
H~ti..<i",ns lor • 1I<>..-~.... l o-....cy in $0"'. U.i c. (Ou . b. n , M&<li b.
PublL . .... , 19U). p .S6 .
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I t ' • ....,- 9* .h ry .0 tn. ·n.... · .",nd.i.t1on • • • ontinu.<1 t o Ina... . ha.
U th. ·...., • • 'nq das. p.opeLs th.. p.o....• Il. ••• n.qoU.tion. '. th.
p.o.... ....,ul d no t ' h iL . n. wo.klnq du• • • Ind.O<l, t M 5".' so.,....d ",
50. no wnt<.diet.lon b _t_en thO ".qou..! o n••t qy and itS
.cco........ t 'vo poUti••••nd .ho . b l.l i t y of tho <kinq da.. t o , «unl .
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po~*< . 11.0.</>*<. h* ••qu* <I • ..os . c t.on ohoul <l .... ' ppr<>'''ho<l ...n onqoi nq
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..·· NO al • • rn.Uve .00;0.... . • - AIIC. " 50 n , ~ J vly, l n2 .
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no t • .,d tU<* w.. nO 41ter""ttu '0 COO&SJl., bu' t h... ......"<1on w..
th* option . A&rft&pJ\o.. ~ "OII\inq *ntanqled in hU 0WfI IOq.e. Cl...ly,
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• pee.p.c:Uv• ...,vl d ..Un relyi nq on ..... ooruqql . t o "div.. 0 'tron.!o<
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"Ph.lll .lpo G.non, " /oJIe ' no ' in.un••t.loni . , · , " .... d l y He.l l . 16
July, UU . the ,,"ou••.,.. fro.. . . AlIC W C ""......nt . nt.th.. "CO~ajq.

roe PUC••n<l o-ooeucy . "
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t n un'" i n ./> * w. y t n. , nvo l v. _ no O! t he in
••qoti.tion. h.. b.en po..d i. th.t it h.. focuo 41 ..... t
. xd u H ve l y on t ho p.o.... o! _o.u.U.t...... _ ' yW>ol i o o r
_ .",e.i... ac........ lorillinal ...h...,I.
!n Ju.tic. T hoi. , 'A Contribution to tho Str.t.q't ' ...p.ttl_.

De'<><., " u.pub l d poper. uu .

" See In.t,,"t. ro e Bloc k Au.uch 119 931. p .107 .

1992 .

"Joa Slo vo. "" *q Ot h 010 n . , """t '0"",, for """",r-.i ••?,· U . i.c a n
Co"",,,mut. lrd Quo"er, U!l2 .

"In <h. nu, i ..u. 01 the Alri. can COfmI"ni.., 14'h QUuur, 1~~2 I,
several ..t i el•••ppee r . d 'nat too k iuu. " ith JlOV<l, In~lu<linq

eo n«i~ u"on . !t_ her<l-li.. SAC ' ,tdw.... lI&< r y G"ala, . nd .....c ,,~

_lib.. " 110 Jo .... n . " h . h 'h. p""h~&< ."n ,,! thi o ...~&<• • iqndo<l 0
" <1c o_ opun... •"h,. the SAC'. tha ' , u n• • t ' .tu<oqy he..... ,h.
dooo.l.n..' lin. , Iou, further .uHinunq tho SAC". COIImi .....nt to an .v.n
"",ra «une• • a d ' n.<l.Ou ! ......."u.." r ..... l.tion· . a w.. not ou <prinnq
t ha t (;wel a and Jo,<1&n ... ra "nobla t o ur.ouoly conn't 510""" Uno
Iwh."h woo ouPpo" .d, to varylnq de<j .ee , by other p <ocnin• • t SAC' _ . ..
"""h oo J.....y Cl<In,n an<l Aoj'lllOn" S""'O. ' I . Tho U"on ! ..y . h.l o io
u" ""th ""~l••na Jo <d.n w... · out . i ..... ' o! .o<to, .Jo,d~n b~inq OnO
" I tha la.. ' i n d . pe n" . n t ' ' 0<:10110" in 'ho A.lUon"., ond " " ala bol nq
eoo 01....... on unnponton t ltd.niot with n...ncy to a~t .. A ...do <"
u hU h t d ho...b• • *. Wil U o t h... w.. deb In tho AlIC NE<: Ove t tho



'."nu~' &<q.....ne••no• • o ppou<I wo,. n .y IIW~~ ~n t~o IOi.no."Y. l~u•
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(nius••<1 · R.~on..,,,~tion Ae~o.<I· wh i c h wo ul <1 b1n<l 0 t "tu," qovu_ nt
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o f the wor hnq elo (50 . ooSA101 , "Reeonstr"et1on Acco r d , ~ ten ~.. fe -
("...na! Alli.nc. (loc...... n•• 19 91 1

" Ro j'lOOn(l S"t,n• •• - " . q " ".01o.. . SJ,t . o f Struccl. o . SH. of
Sur rsn(lu, " inurno l .....e di oe"..lon p . pe r . 22 Ap e i.l . un.



CHAPTER EIGHT

CONCLUSION' OLD WINE IN NEW BOTTLES

There ~ .$ no mean~nQflll dternati.ve to a concrete
bu t t r a n .$ t o nna tive proj ec t , on the actlla l
"apinlht doll\~nated terra~n in wh i c h we find
o ur s e l ve s .'

Je remy Cronin (ANC NEC a n d SACP CC meOlber l , 19 94.

The <lvents t ha t t ook phce b <ltw<len t he .$ i 'l ninq ot t he

Acco rd of Und e r s t a nd i n" and the instdht ion of the

Transi tiona l Ex e cu t i v e Council on 2 3 Sep t<llllber, 199 3 s erved

t o s olid ity the prac t ice a nd lo" ic of t he ANC' s hi.$ to r ic

n r a t eqy ot accommoda tion.

Muc h as had be ..n the case i n previous yea r s, 199 3

prov ed to be a study in how t o pursue the i de a o f 'nat i ond

uni t y ' at almo s t a n y c ost. " hile t he by-now c oftllTlOnp h c e

'pol it ical' violence a n d a r r og a n t power plays b y the De

Kl erk reQlme .$howed nO s i 'l n.$ o f d i.$ .$i.patin'l ' the ANC

l ead e r s hip dhphyed a consisten t pre-occupa t ion with wha t

"'ere perceived U .$ e rio u .$ threa t.$ to the t rans itional deal

cOlIlinq f r om t he 'h.r·r i ght '.' The ANC NEC' s annua l s t a t e me n t

h ~ qh li. qhted t he rationa l e f or furth<l r comprom~.$e b y pointinq

to the n e <ld to ""<lutrali t<l dan'l<lrOus o pposition and .• _

usi " t i n curbinq counter-revolution . ~ · S trateqica lly th~s

lleant t he prio r i titation of a ne "otiated "ter rain o f

strugqle" that would 'lain a " <las ure of d emocrac y, 11"ited b y

t he ' ob j e c t i ve condition.$ ' unde r whi c h ~ t was beln.. pursued,

wh ~ch could then hopefu l ly be r ad ~c illly t r ansformed afte r

the ANC wa.$ ~ " power .

Th! .$ s e nse t ha t once the ANC had come to po ssess a

deqree of powe r , ma jor 'pr ob l em a r ea.$' (e . ". lIIOnopo 1y cont ro l



of t he e c o nollly l would be addressed and sorte d o ut, ceee t o

r e p r e s e n t the 'officia l' r esponse to the ' unreali"tic '

expectations o f the o rqilni z ation ' s '"u s base . Wha t wu now

a r g ue d wa" t h at i t wa " i rnpos" i b l e to confron t such
'probluIS' a t the p r esent; t o do so would endanll<l r t he

ne qo t i a t i o ns proce" s . Put another wa y. t he very demands t ha t
had driven South Africa's strullqle for liber ation, and whi Ch

t he ANC a nd SACP had hi storicall y taken a s their bas is f o r
pol i tical orqaniration, were no lonqe r v i ewed a s necessary

t o achieve t he transformation of South Af ri c a. All o f t tli s

wa s p r edleate d On a s pec i fi c s tra teqic i n terpr e tation of ene

preva i li ng- ' obje c ti ve c ondi t ions ' .

As thi s s tud y has shown, this k i nd o f pe rsp<lctive is

i nfus ed with a petite bourg-eoisie politics t hat p r ivlleqes

the po we r of t he domi nan t c l a s s ( i nclus i v e o f the ex is tinq

sta t<l ) OVer t he power of the broad ' mass '. This leads t o eee

s tru'lq l <ls of t he ' peo ple ' bein'l v i e wed a 'll ad hoc
requi re..e n t s t o a more i mpo r tan t i n s t r ume ntalis t

' structural ' acc ess ( i . e. c o n t rol of t he f orm, no t the

conte nt). n,e sam<l kind of penp<lctive tla s been dominant

amongst many nationa l liberation mo ve..en ts '; the 'llobal

landscape of pos t-independ<lnce po li t i cal practice by t h<l s "

",overn<ln t " only con li r''''' t he tr iwnph of the na r row s u n ti<l s

o f s t ruc t ura l aCCe " S e ve r the fl uid pos sibil i t i<ls o f popula r

s t ru'lq le. If we l oo k at the ANC/SACP ' expet" ienc e ' i n this

wa y, it becomes ereer why predominantly ' s t r uc t u r a l i s t '

t heo r ies o f r evo l u t i on Can o nly q ive '.I'll a nar row v~ew of

people's struq'lles.

tlllpl i c it in such a perspec t ive i s a complete ly

undial.ctical approach to th. ..a ys in ..hich po li t i c al

struqql . i s cond uc t ed. ' It is as if both the co.-p r omise s

themse lves and the qra ss t"oots s t r uqqhs of the lOa jo t' ity have

"0 e e r ec e be yond t he i r hunedi",e tran s itional co ntex t, t ha t

fu tur e possib i li ties a r . no t lin ked to pr.sent and onqoing

pol it ical. ls tra t . q i c) cncrce e . Lookin'l at the br oade r

h i s t o rica l f U llIe""' r k o f the ANt and SACP ' 'II st ruq'l l<! i n whi c h



t his per spective was req ul " r ly (" I'd s ltua tiona ll y) applie d,

i t b e comes cle" r t ha t the p r ac t ice and l oqic o f s ub se que n t

st r uqqle mus t l e nd i t se l f to a qra dua l d i se..po.." ....e n t of th"

'''a s s ' " nd ul timatel y a n lnc r usin qly trunc a ted

' liberation '. To thi s e nd , t he ANC hade r shi.p continued t o

plac e o r <;l an i za t iona! p r i orit y on the i nc r eas i n'l ly c losed 

doo r t alks i n t h e ncpe that lur t h e r de als a nd 'luaran t ees

co u l d be penned i n orde r to sa f e'luard the stated lifl o f a

t r a n s ition t o ' delllClc r ilcy' .
t he i nsiste nce on c on t inuin'l to p l a ce t he s t ra t e 'l ic

l ocus o f s tru'l g le s quare l y within t he pa r ame ters of an

ul t i N t e ly na r ro" and e l 1t,, -manaqed conte xt , catal yzed t he

.. r o wi n.. f r us t r il tion t h at " a s bein g t .lt by ,,,.ny o f the ANC

l e d Al liance' s own mas s cons ti tue ncy. Writ1nq in t he p",qes

o f the ANC mouthpiece M.. yi b uye in Apr il , an ' o r d i n"'r y' M e
.... Illhe r pos ed a s earchinq qu e st i.on:

I t s eems t itUn.. to as k : Ace " e ..o ing t o
i nc r easinq ly see t h e M e bea t one r e t rea t a rte r
ano t he r i n t he f a ce of the i nt r an5 i <;l e nce o t t he
ext r eme riq ht , and . i nd eed, o f the N P itsel f? The
posi t ion ",dopted by t he lIEC o f t he ANC . . . po ints ~n

the di rec tion o f a cha i n o f r e trea t s, althouqh
t he y 1I1qht be sugared b y so me r he t o r i c o f
..,i.ctory . •

It was wtlile SUC h s en t i ments We t e be i nq incr eas inqly

and open l y expre ssed by t he rank-and- file tha t the i llUllens e ly

popu l ",r l eade r of the SAC P, Chri s H"'ni, wa s ..unned down b y '"

r i q h t - wi nq a s s as sin i n Apr i l , 1993. The s ubs equent

outp ourinq o f a n 'l e r and f r ust ra t i on by ..il l ions o f wor kers

and unemp l oyed provi de d the Al lia nce leade rship wi t h an

unex pec t e d but we lcome we apon wh i c h ttley c ould y i e l d in the

nflqo t i "'t ions - c ent r i c ba t tle for mo u l s up r e m",c y. Once aO;Ja in

the le"'d e rsh i p channe l ed t h e actua l and potent i al mi litancy

o f t:hei r ba se co ne t t t uencv into what can o n ly be ca lled

staqe · .." n aqed ' lI\ass ac tion ' . '

Throu O;Jh suc h channe linq , th.. Al L1ilnCe l eade n hi p was

"'b l e t o wave the t hrea t of t hi s mil i t a nc y like a swor d ot
Damo cles o ve r the he ad of De Klerk and the wtl1t e population



'"
i n 'l''!nee al . In dolnq so t hey souqh t at leas t t hree s pecifie

outcomes: to pus h De Kl e rk i nto dolnq wha t he had been

p rolllisinq to do r or t he int en e e.. yea rs: to fri gh t en

i n tra,,,igent whites (part i cularly in the business s ector)

i nto ac cepU nq the ANc as the bes t quarantor of 'peace and
seabU ity ', and t o control t he mil ita nc y with i n the moveme" t

that itse lf posed a potential t h u a t t o the s trate qic

c e ntrality of accommodative negotiation.
On all three ob jectives t he re wa s enouqh quali fied

success to e ns u r e the so l i d i f i c a tio n of t he Ai lhne.. ' s

chosen st rategic p"'th - a n all i nc l usive ne got iated

s ettlement cUlminatinq in national e l e c: t i on s for a

govern/llent o f nationa l unity. Unques t ionably though, th"

pr ice o f sudl 'un ity ' was hi ..h.

Sea rChing t o r Unity i n the h c.. of Contradiction

Thro uqhout t he p rec..din q t h ree decades the dominant
theore tical basis for the A.N"C and SACP 's lib e r a t i o n struqqle

wa s cas t with i n t he necessity for the 'revolutiona r y s" i ~ure

of powe r' . II h.. the r applied to t he sfllashinq of apa r t he i d and

t h" a t tai"",ent of .... j ority r uie Or as a sprinqboard t o a

t ransition to socialism, a 'revolurionary seirure of power'

wa s pr"sented a s a necessary pre-condition for ~vement

f o rwa r d . ' ~any liberal and neo-marxist academics, as we l l as

num.. r e us A.ll i ance int.. U ectuah , have historlcaiLy

conceptuaLired a rquments ~or a ' r e vo l u tiona r y ser aure of

pow"r ' i n na r rowly sta t ist t e ....s .

S kocpol's structuralist theory of the s t a t e lS

indicative of this a pproa ch. t he (autonollous ) s ta te is qiven

t he s t atus of the struqq le ' t hrone' ; it leaves r evolu t i o nary

(purpos i ve ) s truqqle b"inq cast in ee rws o f a fJ.qh t f o r the

f o nn (structure), no t t he f o undatio n (un l es s w" wan t to See

t he s t a te as t h e foundation of s oc i al processes). If such an

approaCh is adopted, e ither theOtetlCaUy o r practically, we

are then let t wi t h a false d i chotomy be tween t he political

a nd the ec onomi c . po li t i c al contro l of the s tate c an be



.. cm evee with no Co t t espond inq t n nsfo",at i on or the

e co nOllUC s ph ere; and we onl y have to t ake a quick q l anc e at

t he con t "'lIpo n r y ruu l ts o f ees e ' Third world ' poli tical

r e vo l utions t o s ee wh a t k i nd of nat ional libe r a t ion has be en

d e li ve t ed. I n t h e h i s to t ica l ccn xe xt; o f the South "' f tic an

" t r uqqle suc h approac hes hav e ptov l.ded t he ba s i s f tom whi ch
t o l end bo t h 'revolut i onary ' crede nc e to pute ly poli t ical

c ha nqe ..nd a.....uni t i o n fo t bour qeois cri t ks o f any

t e vo l ut i o nary struqqle .

There i s no t tlJ.nq i mplicitly s t a t i s t i n a ny "'ttuqqle fo t
t e vo l u t i o na r y ch a nqe . IIha t is Ilnplic H t ho ug h , i", tha t t hue

must be a f und_ en t al ' a t t ac k ' on the en t t enc hed econo mic

..nd po l i t i ca l in t e res ts of c apita l in o t de r f o r t he r " to be

me ani ngfu l liberation . ...s t he ANc had put i t quite c l e a rl y
in the 1 970 ' s :

I t i s there f ore a f undamental f ea t u r e o f ou r
st r a t e q y t hat v ictory must embrace more than
f onnal polit i ca l democncy. To allow t he ex i stinq
economic fo rces t o r et.. in t hei r i n t e r e s ts i n t ac t
i s t o fe ed t he r oot of u c ial sup' ''mac y and does
no t t epr u ..nt e v e n .. s hadow of libe rat ion. '

And ye t , th" cumula t i ve ef fect o f t he s trateqi c a nd

tac t i ca l proq ram of the ANC and SACP, cons umma ted i n t he

pos t 1990 'tra ns i t i ona l ' per iod , ha s been t o qtadua U y

de"",bil i ~e t he o n ly ' cons t i t uenc y ' ca!h'bl" o f l"..dinq a nd

catr ying t h r o u'lh s uch a p re-c ond i tio n ' tha t cia "'s o f South

Afr ica 's wo rke r s and unemplo yed . Ttl" stta t eq ic p r imac y 'l i ven

t o t he achievement o f ' n .. t i o"al de lllOc u c y' has a l l owed for a

f und ame nta l con t r adictio n to pe rme at" the Sout h Af r i can

libe rat ion s trug gle ; i t i s t ha t t he JlJIC and SACP' s Own base

c ons t itu enc y woul <:l u l timate l y have t o be f" l l ow- t r a ve l "r'" i n

t he ' struq q l e ' wi t h .. whole hos t of social fo t c..", whos"

fund _ e nta l i n t e rests ate i nillica l t o anythinq IIlOre t ha n

forma l bourgeoi s po lit 'ca l dlOllOc r ac y .

FrOM a pecu l i ar l y romantici~ed a ttac hment to ' cla ss ic '

q ue r rill . wa t f are , t o a rhe t o t i c al l y heav y noti on of

ins urtectionaty ' peop le 's powe r ' , to !ocial and pol it ical



'contncts ' wi t h capital. t he strategi c th r ust ot the ANC

and SACP's s t ruggle fo ~ South Atriean l i be r a tion has

consi s tently unde~estimat ed a nd seriously uI\dennined the

pot e nt hi and a c t ual stru; ; le ot the ' people ' themse l ves .

More specif ica ily, t he po Li tical s t ra t eg i es ot the

Libe ration ft\Ove",ent ha ve ient t h emse lves to a truncated

r ec ogn i t i o n and i nc o r po r a tio n ot actual struq <;lie on t h e

gro und .

Wha t has made this cumula t i ve s t ~ ategy a l l t he mo r e

r emoved f~om the pouibi lit ies ot attaining a ge nuine

'transte~ ot powe~ to the peopl e ' has been t he r a ise
separation, both theore t ica ll y and pract ically, between

poli tical and social and eco no mi c change. Because ot t h i s ,

proce sses s uch as democratiu.t ion have t ake n on a narrowly

pet i te bou~geoisie na t iona list, and p~edo"'inantly po l itica l ,

..ea n i ng and con t ex t . uncer such an app~oach m ere c a n be no

~ea l analyt i cal or strateqic d istinc tion bet""' ..n national

libe ~a t i on struggles and soc i a li st re vo lution. Th is

pe r " p ec t i ve i s thus l e tt wi t h no option but t o s ee s oc io

economic change es secondary (i. e. i t privileges the

eco n o mi c s t atus quo - ca p ital i s .. ) . Thes e a r e some ot the

rea"ons "hy t his s tudy h as a rgued the appLicability ot a

Marxi s t theory of r evolution/s truqql e, because i t qives us

t he too l s " i t h whic h we c an dissect form and content, means

and end .

It not betor e i n a l ess visibl e wa y , the 'polit ical'

per"pective has ce r ta i n l y bee n dominant in South Atrica

sin c e February 1 99 0 . Frolll tha t t ime o n , t he ANC and SACP

poli.tic al leadersh i p we r e hced with r espondinq to new

cha 1 1 enge s , and thei r r e s pons e elDPhatica Lly t o r e the veil

f ro m the halcyon da ys ot rad i cal sloqan s abou t co

determinous r evolu t i onary social and pol1tical

t r a n s t o rmat i on .

It is no t surprisinq t hen . t l1a t man y ft\Ovement l eaders

and intellectua lS presently claim that t l1e political chanqes

whi c h were consUIOIIIated by the Apr il 1994 e l ec t i o ns (eve n if



'"
i n t h" f orm o f c:o-qovern an<: e with the Nat i onal Party ) ,

con t a in the ' s e e ds ' lor [unduenra l soc ia l a nd "c o nca;,e
c ha n g" .10 Th e Al l i ance- i n 1 t i ated lIecons truct i o n a nd

l}eve lopmen t Pr09rlln IRDP1" is poin ted to a s a n ellMp l e o f

present and onqoinq polic y to m ation tha t c an d e live r, at

t h .. very l eas t. bas ic ..ater i a l qoods t o t tle people ; it is

a lways ( 0 1 10,",,,<1 with the , e j o i nder tllat l.t must be 'p@opl,, 

d r i ven ' . And yet, i t anal y u d i n t h" 'lene ra l eenee x e of the

Al l ianc e 's st r a U qic pa th (both past and prese nt ) , it i s no t

diftic u lt t o s e e that t he po t e n t i a l it i es 01' t h e ROP ... U

i nhe r e n t l y bo u n d ed b y the very same l o q i .: and prac t ice that

inf used pr e vi ou s s t r ug'l l '" A "a j ot contrad iction of /\NC and
SACP politics ha s been the s eeminq unwi ll inqn e ss t o

rec ogni ze t hat r evolutionary s t r uq Ql e can no t be advanced by

a t tempti nq to r eco nc il" the p r iori ties o f the ' p" ople' with

the compet i ti ve pr i oritie s of capi tal. "

The macro~ n ational is t app r oac h to s t r u qql . t ha t has

cha r ac t er ized Alliance p o lit ics to t he p r esen t has Virtuall y

i ns t itu tio n a li z ed t he a b o v e me ntio n d con t r a diction . What

t h. i s ha s led to has be e n the subo r dina t i on of c l a s s

o r q a n i za t ion and polit i cs . In tu r n , t h i s ha s a llowed the

struq qle f o r liberat i on t o be i n f used b y , a nd t o ac ce p t , a ll

tho'S" ~ant i th"ticaL fo nns of sod a l. un i ty u nder

ca p i tal i sm . · " I n s i mple t e rms, t he ANC a n d SACP have for

far too l o n q been t ryinq to have t hei. r c a ke a n d eat i t too.

Under t hes e c.t e c ues t aocee , the ma s s U r uq q l es f o r

r " v o lu t i onary na tion alis t t rans fo tTnilti on a r e t u r ne d i n t o

li tt l e lllO c e tha n a ' s truqq l e' fo r peti te bou r qeoi sie

r e f o m.i sm. As Le n i n arqued in respons e t o c h" ' "conomists '

of h i s d a :r who wanted t o d i v ide po l it lca l and economic

st r u qq les, t he point o f all r evolu t i.ona ry struqql .s was t o

in t e q r a t e the two u n de r worki nq c l"$5 l ea d e rship . Only the n

could t he r e b" h ope of f u ndamenta l trans fo rma t ion in

soci" t y . "



La bor i ng undet a We i ght e d Di a 1ectic i sm

Soon e r ce r s ign i ng the Dec luation of In t en t with

P res ident De l(lerk a t t he beginni ng o f 19 93 , Ne h o n Mande l a

wo ndered o u t l oud :

Who would have t hough t that as a r esult o f t hes e
d i s cuss ions, the state of Elrlergenc y wou l d be
lifted, politic... l p r i soners r eleued, t1Xi les
... l1owed to r e t urn , a c limare o f free po li t i ca l
acti v i t y in t he qreare r part o f South Africa wOl,l l d
prev... i! , and r ..p r eui " e legislation wOl,l ld d th<l r
be "",ended o r r epeal ed . . . Ip rovidinq ) a ba sis fo r
movement t owar ds a united, no n-rac i a l , de~cratic,

a nd non-sex i s t South Af r ica?"

Wh l h t here WOO5 no one t o i l!lllledi a t e l y ans w" r Ha nd" l a ' s

i mplic i t ly ludi nq qu<l r y , i t cou l d well be i ....q i n"d t ha t the

r e sponse f r Olll a m.a j o r i ty of South Afr i cans WQu l d have been

t o wonde r wha t t he i r struqqles had bee n f o r if not abo",t

r ealiz inq these lon 'l-s t andinq and most bas ic de..... nds o f t he
~, .

I ndeed , Handel ... ' S ' t houq ht s ' e nca psu l a t e One o f t he

c e ntra l cont radic tions i nheren ~ in t he dialec tic of st rl,lqqle

wh i ch th i s s tUdy has attempt ed to qras p : it is t ha t th" ANC

and SACP ha ve tIls t oricd1 y 'l i ven e xces s i ve , and o fte "

mi sdirected, strate 'lic we i q h t to t he obje ctive condit i o ns

(b alance of f orce s ) unde r wh i c h t he y have pursued the

(sub ject i ve) 'loa 1s a nd aspira tions o f na t i onal l ibera tion .

On e ot t he DIOst i oport a" t r e s l,ll ts o f thi s has bee n a

st ra teq i c approa ch t o libe r ... t ion t ha t s llbs t an t i vely

u ndetes timates and e mas cl,l l ates t he pot en tiali t ies o f t h e

a c t i v i t i e s ot 'o rd i n a r y people ' i n who se name t he s t ruq 'l 1e

to r nation al l i be r a t i o n l s conducted. Marx' s conc ept of t he

' s e l f-ac t ivity' of e ne o ppre ssed c las s es on t he othe r ha nd,

al l ows us t o i d" nt i ty 'ordinary people ' s ' s t ruq'lles as

a b sohltel y c entral to any s ubs tan t i ve soc i al transfotllla tio n .

Throuq h a c ritical his t orical ana l ys i .s o f the ANC alld

SACP' s struqq1 . for nationil l ltbe r ation i n South Ar r i c a . I

h ave t r i ed to show tha t t he wa y i n which t h i s d i alectic o f



struqqle ha s been played out has substantively und"noi ned

the rea li t ation of a qenuine transtorm.ltory liberation . At

t he hea r t o f tllis historic problematic: in the South Atr i can
c:onte~t Ilind applicable to many o t lle r t ..entie th century

l1bet/ltion atruqql e s l Ila s been the ta ilur e to strateqic:dly

pri o riti ,e the ...ill and l e ad i nq role ot the base

constituency ...1thin t he libe ratio n move",ent , 'the A.'i/C and

SACP lq u i de d by the ir l ead i n'l "'embe r s ) have be e n unwil l i ng,

both theoretically a nd p r actically, t o trus t the very

'peopl e ' they c laim t o r epresen t; th'~y have, i n effect, been

unable to trus t rea l de",ocrac:y . '"

In Soutll lUr i c:a there c a n be li t tle arqument t ha t th"se

• peop le' are the wo rkers a nd unemploy"d, beth ur ba n and
r ural (a nd predoll'inantly b lack), And ye t the c:.,.,ulative

h i s t o ry o f ANc a nd SAC P practice revea ls a w'ligh t ed

s t r a t e'l ic t e ndenc y to truncate t he ' s " lf · a c tl v it y' a nd

' selt· emanc:ipa tion ' ot t ha t base co ns titue ncy. 'the

dialectic al rel ationship be t ween t ile objective balance ot

torc;u i n a 'l iven socia l milieu a nd t he ac tivity ot those

s e e kinq t o liberate t hems e l ves and t u ndame n t all y alter t ha t

bahnce is parr ot a historically Uu i<:\ soc i al process i n

which t h ere a re no abso l u t e s no r i"'penetrable barriers.

~hile the structura l Cha r ac t e r i s tics ot apa rthe i d capi tali s m

ha ve necessarily s haped the strateqic: app r oach o f t he Me

and SACP . the potentiai ity ot t r ans t o noi nq t llat struc t ure

r es t s squar e l y wi t h the prac t i ca l s t r uqq l e s ot the ' or d i nary

mass' .

Tllis s tudy has appl ied a f r amewo r k ot ana lysis to the

South Atrican s truggle f o r nat ional libe ration that views

both s t ruc t u r al condit ions and t he a c:t i v i t i es of those who

ate a t t e mpt i nq to c:hange t ho s e condit ions III t lui d

e xpr essio n s o t t he soc:ia l rea lit y of ap.rtheid capi.taliS."

I n o ther words , a theor et ica l l e ns wi t h whi ch to dissec:t the

dialectic o t the onqoinq South At r i can r e volu t i.on . ay
t ocusinq on t h i s dialectic: . and not on anyone r . f e r en t l a l

tactor, t he study has been able to e l uc i da t e many o f t he



cen t ral e leDlen t s t h a t consti t ut e a tev<:>lu tiona r y theor y; th"

s t a t e, t he ln terna tiohal env i r ol\lllen t , class ",t ruq9ht. Above

a ll t ho u'lh. t h e ",cud y has s hown t hat no one o f these

element s c an s t and a lone a s repnsen t ..tive of t h" ana l ytic .. l
and pn.ctical p,ssib i Htin of revolu tion.

Spec i :fica lly, this study has at tempted t o show the

rnee eeie ee e ees s ot t hese elements; t hus, the Cha rac t e r of,

and st ruq 'lle o ve r t he state c..n be ..n ..i vaee in rela tion to

t he correspondinq c haracte r of IlIateri .. ! st r uqqles tak J, n'l

place be t ween a ll class f orces , both internally ..nd
i n t e r l'lat i o n al l y . Ko wever, the s tate loU partially

cons cituti ve o f s t ructure ) is onl y One of the refe r e l'lt ial

points in analyzin9 a fluid revolutiona ry ",ituation;

'lra",sroots struqqle", l t he ms e l ve s e".,.. n u i nq f r om a confluence
of subject i ve and object ive f ..c to r ei, fo nn an equally

illlporUnt e lemen t of the dialectic of s t ruq'lle. Li kewise ,

t h" international env i ronment i s viewed .. s a fl uid component

l co n s tra i n i nq and/o r 1i.b.. ratinqJ, that e H ects , and in t urn

is e H ec ted by the a c t tons ..nd fo r llls of t he state and class

st ruqqle.

1hroU'lh such a n ..na lyticd lio ns this s t udy a voids the

t rap into whic h other studin of revo l utio n have fall en;

i .e . llttemptinq to isola t e a sil'lqular re f ere ntial point for

..na l ylinq and e Kpl aininq revo lutionary periods and

revolutionary action. IIhe t he r it is a sta t .. -eenee ie

s t r u c t u r a l i s t i nt" r p r"tation or on.. bas ed on a 'pure'

o r 'lanizat i OI'l..l - val ue competition, unilil'leac theories of

r e volution end up ato mi :t i nq t he compleKities of revolu t i o n

itself. These t heories a re thus "'ho ll y unable to f ully

anal y:e Or app r eci a t .. t he d ifferential rea li tie s t hat are

eons ti tutive o f on90inq ",t ruqq le b y ' ordinary' pe opl e .

IIhat t h i s study has tried to make clear i s t hat t he

s truqqle f or t he l i b en.t ion of So u t h Afriea, a s practiced by

th.. ANC and SACP, h a s failed to stra teqically locate itself

within tha t ' o r a i na r )' lIa ss' as a mea nS t o the a es i r ed e nd

nationa l liberation for a fu ll ' t ranshr of po",e r to t he



".
people ' . Until such ti",. t he ' people' o f South Aftica will

con tinue to strugql <! - A Lilt .. Canti n".. t
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A.PP ~NDIX A.

The f r ee c:loJll Charte r

Adopted at t he Congress o r the Peopl e on June 26, 195 5 .

Pre4.lllble;

tie , t he peo~ le of South Afr ic4, dec14r .. f o r 411 our country
and the wo t ld to know,

• that South At r i ca belongs t o all those who liv e i n

it, b 1 4Ck 4nd white , and that no gove rruuent can

~ U$ tl y c la i m author ity un l e s s i t i s based on the

wi ll o f the peo~le;

• t ha t our peop l e have b een robbed of t h"ir

bi rthrigh t to land, liber t y a nd pe e ce b y 4 f o rm of

qoVert\fl\"n t found"d on in justice 4nd i nequ4li t y ;

• t hat our coun t r y wi ll never be prosperous a nd h e"

until a ll our peo p le t r ve in broth" r hood, e n j o y i ng

' qual r ights and oppor tunities,

on the wi l l o f

birthriqht

• t hat o nly a d"lIOcra tic s tate, eesec

tile people, Can seCU r e t o a l i thei r

wi t hou t dis tinct ion o f co lour, r a<; e , s e " or
~l1et;

And there f~r ", we , t he people of South Af r i <; a , black and

wh i te tog ethe r _ " qua i s , <;ountrY1Den and brothe rs - ado p t

this F r e ..do.. thartH . And we pled'le ourselves t o str ive

togethe r , ,parin'l ne t rner str eng th nor courag" , unti l t he

democrat i e thanges here se t out have b e en wo n .



'"
Th e pe ople s ha ll 9 0ve rn!

[ve r y man a nd " o lO..n sha ll have the r ight t o vote tor and to
s tand as .. candidate to r a ll bodies wh i c h .... ke laws .

All people shall be ent i tled to take par t i n the

adlllinia t ration of the country.

The riqhts o f the people s hall be t h e s a"l!. r"9ardies! of

race, colour o r s..x .

All bodies of mino rity rul'!. advisory boards, councils and

" u t ho r it i e s s hall b R r epl a o; e<l by d elllOC: ratic: o r qans of

se1 f-qo verMen t .

All naUonal qroups shall have "'Ilia! r i g h t s !

There shall be e qu a l s t a t us in the bodies of th" stau. In

the courts and in the sceecre t or dl national gro u ps

and races .
All peo p le shall have equal right to uS e their o om

lanqu"qu..." d to deve lop t he ir own fo l k culture and
customs.

All na tional gro ups ahdl b e pro t ec t ed by law ., q a i ns t

insults to their eece a nd nilt10nill pride.

The pr eachinq ilnd practice of ne t ronet , tilce or colour

discr i.miniltion and contempt shall be a p uni Sha ble

crime.

All apa rthe id laws a nd pract i. ces shall be s e t a side.

The people shall s ha re in the country 's w.. alth !

The nationa l wealth ot our country . the herita." .. of aU

South Atr ica.ns ••hall be r estored to the p eop l".

The mi neral wea lth beneath t he soil, the b iln ks and mo no po l y

indus try shall be t u ns t e r r ed to t he o wnership it the

people as a wh o h .

All o ther indus try and t r ade shall be controlled to .... ist

t he we ll· bein q of t he people.
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All people sha ll have " qua l rights to t rad e wh u e they

choose, t o fIIan u!actl,l t e a nd t o enter a ll trade s. cra ft'!

and j)totessioos .

The Land shall be s ha u d among t ho s e whO wo rk it !

Restrictions o f land owne rshi p o n a r ao; i d basis shal l be

ended, and all the land be r edi v i ded amongst those wh o

work it. t o bani sh f amine and land h unqer.

The s ra t e Sha ll he lp t he pus.nts wi t h i llp lements, s e ed ,

t r a c t o rs a nd dams to save the . o i l and as s is t the

t i lle rs .

r r eeccm o f movemen t sha ll be \Iuaran t e ed t o all whO wo rk on

the l a nd .

People shall no t b e r obced o f th. ir cattle. and f o r ce d

l a bour and t arm prisons s hal l be a bo l i She d •

.>.11 s h all be equal before t he Law!

No one shal l be i mpri s o ned , depo rte<:l or r e s tric t ed wi thou t a

fa i r tr i a l.

No one s ha l l b .. condeOlIle d by the order of any qove rl\l!lent

of fi~ ial.

Tn., ~ourt$ s ha l l be rep r e s e nt a t i v e o f all the people .

IJlp riSOnllent shall bot only for " erious crimes a qain5t the

pe o p l e , and shal l aim at r ., -.,duc at i on , no t venqeance.

The po l i ce f or c e and army sha l l be open to a ll on an ., qual

bas i. " and "nall be the helpers a nd protector s o f the

people.

Al l laws which discr i llina t e On qrounds of race, colour or

be lief shall be repealed.



All s ha ll en joy e%'", l h\llllan r i gh t s !

The h w s h.a ll qua r antee to a U th.ei r r iqM to spe"' k, t o

o rqanise, to lIIeet toqether, t o publi sh., to preac h , to

wors h i p and to educate their c hJ.ldr en .

Th e privacy o t the house f r o lll police r aids shall be

pro t e cted by law.

11.1 1 s ha ll be rue t o travel wi t hou t restriction trom

countrysid<l to town, t r om pr ovince t o province, and

trom South Atrica abroad.

Pas s L",ws, penaits and all other laws r estrictinq these

t r e edoms Shall be abolished .

There s hall be wo rk "'nd security!

All who wo rk sha ll be f r ee to f Orlll trade unio ns. t o elect

t heir otUc ers and to IlUIke wag e agreements wi t h t he i r
employers.

The stat e shall r e cog n ise the right and du ty o t a ll to work ,

and to draw f u ll unemployment benetits .

Me n and wOllle n o f all r ac... shal l r .. ceiv.. equa l pay t o r equa l
work .

Th e r e s hall be a tor ty-hour wor ki nq ..eek, a nat ional lIIinilllWl\

..a .... , paid annual l eave , and sick l eave to r a ll

..c r ke r s , and maternity lea ve on f u ll pay t o r al l

..orkinq mothers.

Mi ne r s , domestic wo rke r s , tarlll wor kers ..nd civil s ervants

Shal l have the SilIIIe rights as a l l others wh o ..o r k .

Chi l d labour , compound l abo u r , the to t s ystem and co n t r ac t

l a bou r sha ll be abo lis h ed.

The doors o f lea r ning ..nd ot cu l t u r e shall b e opened !

The qove rlUllent sha l l d iscover, develop ..nd enco u r",qe

national t a lent fo r t he e nh..nc....e n t of our c u l t ura l
li fe .



'"
e n , by

other
b. op"ned to
eeneeee with

All cultural tre~sures of ~ankind shall
f r e e exchange o f books, idus, and

hods.

'I'he ",1m o f "d u " .. tion s hall be to teach the youth to 10'1"

the ir people and the i r culture, to honour I1.WIlan

brotherhood . liberty and peac e .

Education s h...11 be f r ee , cO/!\pulsery, univer$d and e qua l fo r

a ll Children .

Hl qtle r e d u c at i on and teChnical edu c a tio n Shall be o p ened t o

all b y lII e anS of state allowancu and schoh.rships

a warded on the basis of me r I t .
Adult illi uracy "h.. 11 be e nd e d by a lIIass state education

plan.

T e aChe r s shall ne ...e all the riqhU o f other c i et eeee .

the c o l o u r bar i n Cl,Iltl,l ral life . i n spo rt and i n education

shall be abo l iShed .

'th ere shall be hellS"", sec u r i t y a nd comfort !

A l l peopl e shall have the r i gh t t o live wh e r e they "hoose,

to b e de"ent l y housed, and t o b~inq up their f amil i e s

in comfo rt and secur ity.

Unuse d hous inq space shall be made a vaila b l e to the p eople .

Rent and p 'ic e s shal l be l o we r e d , tood plentiful a nd no one

s h a l l qo hunqry .

A pr e v enta tiv e h e alth scheme s h a ll b e run by t he s ta t e.

F"ree medical care a nd hospitalization shall be provided fo r

a ll, wi t h s p e c i a l care tO l: 1I0 the l:s and younq c h i ldren.

S lllllls shall be d emolished , and new suburbs built wlle r e a ll

Ilave t r anspo r t , l:o ad s , liqhtinq, p l ayinq fields,

creches and s o c i a l c e nt res .

The aqed, t he orphans, the disabled and the sic k shal l be

cared fo r by the sUte.

Rest, l e i s ur e a nd r e c r e a t i o n sllall be t he riqh t o f all.

F"enced loca tions a nd qhettoes shal l be abolishe d and l a ws

wh i c h br eak up f anoU i es Shall be repealed.



There shall be peace and friendship l

South Africa shall be a f ull y i ndep e nde n t s ta t e whic h
r e spects the riqht and sovereignty of a ll n ations.

South Africa shall strive to ma i n ta i n wo r l d peace and the

se t tl eme n t of al l internationa l d isputes by

negotiat ion , not "'a r .

Peace and f rie ndship amonq our p eo p l e s ha ll be s ecur ed by

upho1d i nq the equa l rights, o ppor t unities and s ta t us o r

alL

The peop l e o ~ Ba sotho1and, Bechuana land, a nd Swa :tiland shall

~e f r ee t o de c ide ~ or t hems e l v e s t he i r 0101\ f u t ure.

The r i qhts o ~ all the peopl e o f A~rica t o i ndependence and

sd f - go v" r nmen t sha ll be r ecognised, a nd shaH be the

~as i s o~ close coopeu tion .

Le t all ... ho love their people and the i r co un t ry now s a y , is

we !lay here ; -The s e f r e edoms we wi.l 1 fight fo r, s i de by

s i de , t h rouq hout o ur lives , un t il W<l have won our liberty. -
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APPEND IX B

St ra t e qy a nd Tactics ot t ile ANc (1 9101

(Note: chis is an excerpt t COffI t ile me's proqr"IJI 'For ward t o

Freedom" .

Th e stru~qle <:If the oppressed people of South Afr i ca i s

takin q p lac e wi t h i n an inte r national <:on t e x c o f t r ansi tion

Co t he s o ei a list Sy5telD , o f the b reak do wn o f the colonial

s y s te= as a r es u lt o f nat ional liberation and soci a l i s e
r evolut ions, and t he f iqht for soc i a l and economi c proqreS$
b y the peopl e of t h e whole wor l d .

We i n South Africa a r e part of the rone i n whi ch

na tional liber a tion is the chie f con ten t o f t h e s t ruqqle . 0

ou r continen t s we epi nq advances have be"n ' e qi s t e red wh i Ch
have re s u lted i n t he emerqence to ind epe nde nt state hood o f
forty one states . Thus the fi r st f onnal s t e p o f independe nc e

ha s bee n wo n i n Af r ica and t h i s fact e ,.e r c i s e s a b ig

i n fl ue nc e o n the d e velopments in our cou nt ry .

The co un t ries o f Afr i ca have no t as yet b r o ke n the

chai ns o f co l onia l ism a nd r acism whi c h h o ld them i n

o ppress ion. In Mo zambi qu • • Angola. South·West At r i ca.

Zill'lbabwe and So u t h Africa Wh i t . r acialia t and fas c i st

r e gimes maintain s ys t e ms wh i c h 90 aga inst the cur r ent tre nd

o f Ah i can revo l ution and wo r l d d e ve lopment. Th is has b<! en

ma d e poss ible b y t he t remendous e c ono mi c and military powe r

at t he dispos al ot the s e regi. mtlS b uil t with t he help ot
i.mperi.alism.

The ma i n pi liar o t t he unholy a l U.nr;e o f Po r t ugal,

Rhodes i.a and t he South -,f r i c a 15 the Republi c of So u th
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Afr i ca . The strate~y and t act ics of oUr r evolut ion re qui re
for their fot1llu lation and u nderstandi nq a ful l appr ec iation

of the int e rlockinq and inter"'. avinq of I nterna tio na l ,

Afr i can and Southern Af r ican developments whi c h pLay on Our
situat ion .

South Afr i ca was conque r ed by forc e and i s today tulold
by t orce. At ,. ,,,. .. nes whe n i;h i t e autocracy t ee l s iuel f

t h r u ten ed , i t do"s not hes itah to use the 'lUll. When the

gun is not in u" .. . 18<;laL and a dminis t rative t e rror. f e a r .

social a nd economic p ressures, complacency and confus ion
qenera t ed by propaganda and ' education ', a te the devices

brouqh t into p Lay i n an a t t e mp t to ha rness the peopl"',,

opposition. Behi nd these device ho vers re rce . II he t her in

r eserve Or &o; tu&l e mpl o yme n t , f o r ce i s eve r prese n t and thi s

has been so s inc.. the \<;h i.te man came t o Afri ca .

Un e nd i n g Re s i s tance to White Domina tion

Fr om the t ime alien r~le wa s imposed there has been

histo rically spe a kinq - unb r oke n tes istance to this

domin ation. It has U ken dif f e r en t fOrlDS a t different t i Jlle s

but i t has never been a t ' d Olled . ror t he firs t 250 years

ene ee ve ce requlat arIDed Cl a s he s , ba ttles and wa r s . 1'he

s uperior materia l f on:es of the enemy, the di vided and of t en

fragmented nature of the r e s istance, the unchallenqed

ascendancy of i mpe rialis.. as a wor ld s ys t em up t o the

beqinnin", of t he 20th century, t he historically

u nderstandable absence of po l i t i c al cohe sion a nd l eaderShi p

in the p eopl e'S c amp ; t hes e and o the r f actors combine to end

the ti rst phase of r es istance aqains t alien domination. But

the protracted cha racte r of this resistance unequaled

an ywhere else i n Atrica i s underl1ned b y the t act that the

armed sl,lbjuqation of the i nd iqenous people ..... s only r e .. ll y

aCcomplished by t he beginninq of t h i s c entury. The d efeat

o f t he BlllIIbata lIebell ion i n 1906 mar ked t he .. n d of t h is

fi r s t phase a nd s e t t he sta qe for the h..ndinq over of the

adm inistration of t he count ry to local ...meee i n 191 0 . The



SO ye ars which tollo"'ed "'as not a p eriod ot resigna t ion or

ot accept ance. It wu a pe riod o f r ed evelopmen t a nd

~egrouping unde r new condi t ions; a period in which newly

create d political tOrlllat ions ot the people c:ontinued to

nruqgle Wlth the ene..y and qrew i nto maturi ty ; a pe r i od i n

"'h i c h , ab o ve al l . nationa l consciousness began t o assert

itsel! "gains t tribal sectionalism. This peri od wi tnes s ed

~ he e!l\e r g e nce and d evelopment o f the pri,nary orq"nisation of

t he lib e r a tion IIlQvement - The Af r i c:" n N"t iona l Co ng ress. It

a t ec saw t h evolvement o t n" tio na l o rqanisations r e H ec t i nq

the upirations ot other o ppassed non - White qroups - the
Col o uredS and the Indi ans - and the c r e ation o t econolllic

and pol iticd o rqan isations - t he South African CollUtlunist

Party and t u de unions - which aflected. the speeia l a illls

and aspi r a t i o n s ot t he n " wly develop"d and doub lY e xploited

"IOrHng e lan . Th i s was" p eriod o t o r qan i s a tio nal growth .

It was punetuated by strug g les i nvo h i nq t"chniques r a nginq

frorn o rthodox masS eafllpai. gning to g ene ra l s t r ikes , to Jna s s

ac t s o f d eUance. It cul mina t ed i n the dee is i on t a ken in

1961 t o prepare to r a""ed confrontaUon . Oec:ember 1961 saw

the openinq s t a qe s o f th i s caOlpaiqn in the s i lllu1ta n " o us ac t s

ot sabotage wh i eh oc cu r r ed i n '"Ost of ttle ..,lin urban centr"s

on the 16th .

The Move t o Armed S truggle

Why wa s the decis ion fo r a rmed str u 'lgle t aken in L961? Wh y

no t 1951 o r 19 4 L or 19J L? Is it t h a t t h" enaeeeeee o f t he

s t a tll h"d so a l tered fundamentally tha t only i n L96 L d id

armed s truqqle beeom" t h e o nly " lte rna tive ? Not a t all.

There h"s never been a moment in t h e h istory of South At rica

51nce 195 2 i n whtc:h the Wh i t " ru1in~ c lass woul d have q i v"n
privile~es wi t ho u t a physied bittl". iihy th"n did

organisations Ii.ke th" Atr i c" n Na t i ona l Co nqres s not cal l

to r a rmed strug'l l e? Was it pu h"ps that they we r e not r e a lly

r e volu tio nar y o r that it wa s only i n the early ' 6 0 ' s th" t

t he y be qan to appre ciate the correct st r iltegy? I s there

perh"ps substance to t he accusations by Some of our



'"
detractors th, t until t h'! u.tly sixties our libe r a tion

movement was lacki n<;l i n mi UUty re rvour ilnd th" ee s r ee for

r a ct i cal c han 'l e? I n othe r words was i ts policy not a

r evo l ut i onary Dna? Wha t i s Olle m" ",furln" r od rcr

r evolutiona r y policy? A l ook . t t hi. s conc'l pr will help

t owards ... more pro f o und u ndentandinq no t o nly of t he past

but of the rurur e . I t i s exeeeecee not out of pl ace to
d e vo t e a wo r d to i t .

In essenCe a .." va l at i on... ry policy is one whi ch holds
out the quicken and mo st tunda/llenta l ttansfonaa tion and

transte:>:" o f power trom one c l as s t o ano t her . In rea l U t e

such r ad i c a l ch an<jes . re brouqht abou t not by i llla q i na r y

forces b ut by thou whose outlook "nO r eadiness t o ac t is
v e ry such inf luenced b y historically detenoin'lct heron .

To iqnQU the rea l situation and to p l ay about wi t h

i mag i na r y forces, concepts and i de a ls is to invi te failu r e.

The a r t of ~evolut1onary lea der s h i p consists i n providing

l eaders hip to the ..aSSeS and no t , us t t o its rr.ost advanc ed

e lement s ; i t cons is ts o f s ettinq a pace wh i ch acco tds wi t h

Obj ecti ve condi t ions a nd the real pos s ibi litiu at hand . The

r e volutiona ry-sound inq phrase does not a l ways r e f l ect
revo lutionary policy, and ~evolutionary-soundinq policy is

no t a l ways t he sprinq-boar d fo r revo l ut i ona ry advance .

Indeed, wh a t appears to be 'militant ' a rid 're volu tiorlary '

c a rl o ft e rl be courlte r - revolutionary . I t is surel y a ""e st ion

of whet he r , in t he 'l i ven concr ete situat ion, the ccuese o r

pol icy a dvocated wi ll aid o r i mp ede the pros pec t s of the

conquest ot power . In t his ~ t h e on ly test, the a dvocacy of

anned st rug qle can , i n s ome situations, be as counte r 

revolutiona ry as t he advocac y ot i ts o pposite in other

s i t ua tions. Unti...ely , i ll planned o r prematu r e

mani festa t i o ns o f vio l e nce i mpede and do not adva nc e t he

prospects t or re volut i o nary chan'le and are c learl y counte r 

revo l ut i ona r y . I t is Ob vious the refore t hat po l i c y and

or'lani sa tiona l s tructur es ..us t q row out of the r eal

si t uat ion it t hey are no t to become mean i n 'lle s s cl ich~s . • .



Our eeeeee t o Re volutionary Armed Struggl e

In a wa y, the decision t a k'm i n 1961 WU , histo rically

spea lcin'l' in t he t r adition o f t he ea rlier a nned res i s tanc e

to the en t r enchJa.en t o f the ford "ner. Bu t i t is now

oc~urrinq in a new s ituat ion. !lo t only had t h i s situation to

b e unde rs tood bu t the ar t a nd sc ienee • both pol itical and

mil i tary - o f a ...ed l i bera t i on s t r u g- 'lles in the mode rn epoc h

had t o be 'lusped and applie d . the h ead-on mobile war fa re of

t he t r aditional Af rican anaies of the put coul d not meet

the Ch"'llenqe. the r i ot. the s t r ee r fiqht, t he outburs t of

unor'lanised violence, ind i vid ual t e r rori s m; these wer lf

s ymp t.o ms of t he mil itant spi rit but no t pointers to

r evolutionary t et.hnique . the w, nn l nq of our f r e e dom by a r:ne d

s t< ug g le - the onl y me thod left open t o us - demands mO re

than passion . I t de ma nds an unde rst andinq of r e volut ionary

theory and techni ques in the a~tual conditions fa c in.. us . It

deOlands a sobe r asses s ilen t o f the obstacles in our wa y and.

an appreciation that su~h a struqq l e i s b i tter and

protrac:ted. It dema nds, too, the dominanc:e in o u r t h i nki nq

ot ac h ievemen t over d r Ula . We believe our IlOvemen t acted in

acc:ordanc:e wi t h these quidelines wh e n I t e Olha r lce d upon the

detailed prepa r atio n t o r the l aunch i nq ot the q u e rr il l a

st<uqq le. W'l understood that t he ea t n physical environment

ot s uc h ", struqqle i n the i n itia l period is outs ide t he

enemy s t r o n 'lholds in t he c ities, in the vas t s tretches of

Our countrys ide. th'l openinq steps in 1961 - o r ganis ed

s abo t a 'le ma i nly i n the ur ba n areas - se r ved a s p ecial
putpose and was never eeveocee a s a t echnique whic h would,

on i t s own. e ither r e e e to the destruction o f the state Or

e ven do i t q r e .. t <na t e rial daro.aqe la l t bouqh q ue r r il l a

activity in til... u r b .. n ar....s of a special type is .. l way"

important; a " .. n auxiliary ) . At tbe s ue t i me t here w.. s ..

three tolct need to be met in o rder to l ay the fo und a t i o ns to r
"'Or e d 'l ve l o ped and meaninqful armed a ctiv i t y ot t h e

..uerril la type .



Th e riCH wa S t he n eed t o c r e a te a mi lita ry appara tus

and , more partic u l ar l y t o rec r uit large n umbe rs o f

pro fes"iona l c ad res who were to be tre i ned and who would

fo r m t he co re o f f u t ure .. uerr i l l a bands.
The " econd was the need t o de lllonst r;o.te e ff ective l y to

all t hat we were ..ak i nq a sha r p a nd open brea k wi t h the

processes o f the previous pe r iod which h;o.d co r r ectly qiven

emphas i s to 101li tant s truqqle s hort o f a rmed con fron ta tion.

The t hird wa s t he n eed to present an effective method

fo r the overthrow o t Whi t e s up r ema c y thro uqh planned rathet

t h' ln s pontaneous ac tivi t y . The sabotage caJDpaiqn was an

earne s t i ndicatio n o t Out seriousness i n the pursuit o t this

new st r ateqy . Al l three needs we r e serve d by th i s convincinq

evidence that our libera t iol'l ",o ve",ent had cor r ectly adjus ted

i t s e lf to t he ne w s itua t ion and was c reating an appara tus

ac t ua ll y c apab le o t c l and est inely hittinq t he e nemy and

makinq pr"'para t ion fot a !lOre a d va nced phase . The situation

wa" such th.c wi t hou t act ivi ty of t h i s na ture our ..ho l e

politica l l ead",r s h i p may have eeeo at s ta ke both inside and

ou ts ide the country and t he s t e pS whi ch we re s i multaneously

taken f or t he r e c r uitme n t and p r e paration of ..i li ta r y c adre ..

would h a ve me t with l e s s response .

The Rehtionship between t he POlit ical and Military

When we t al k of revolutionary atll".d struggle, we are t a lkinq

of po litica l s t tuq.. ie by cneans wh i ch i nc l ude t h e use of

military rceee e Ven t ho uqtl Once force as a t actic is

i nt r odu c ed it has the OIOSt far- reachinq consequences On

every aspect o t our act ivities. It i s importan t t o emph a sis e

this e ec.. use our ",ove nle n t ..us t r e jec t ..11 mllnifes tllUons ot

.. ilitllri slll which separa tes atllle d people ' S struq .. le f r om its

pol itical context.

Re ten mce h a s a lre ..dy been lIlade to the da n.. e r o f the

theS i s whic h r eqards t he creation of mil ita r y .. reas as t he

qe " e rator o f lhas s resistance . Bu t e ven Il\O re i s involved i n

this concept . One of t he vi td probl...,s connec t ed wittl this



n.
be a rs o n the i mpor tan t qu e s t i on o f t he r e l a t i onsh ip bet ween

t he politic a l and milit u y. From ttle ve r y beq i n n inq Ou r

Mo ve lltmt h" " b roo <"d no ambiquity conce r n ing t h i s . The

primacy of t h" poli t i c a l leadecship i s u nc ha llen ged a nd

sup reme and a l l r evolut i Onl'.ey f o rma tions and l e ve l s IWhe the r

a rmed o r no tl a re subo rdinatfl to t llis leade r sh i p _ To say

this is not just to invo ke traditio n . Th i s a p p roaCh i $

roo t ed i n t h e ve ry na t ure ot th i s t ype of r evo l u t i o ne , y

s t r uqq l e and i s bo rne o ut by t he "xper i e nce o f t he

e ve r whe l mi nq ma j o r i t y o f revolut ionary movement s Wh i c h have

e nqaqed in s uch struq q l es. Excep t i n ve r y r ace i ns tances ,

the people' s a r med c ha l hlnqe . q ad ,ns t a f oe wit h f ormi dable

ma t e ria l st r enqth does not ecm eve drUlatic a nd s wi ft

success. The pa th is fiiled wi t h obstacl"" and we harbou~ no

iilusions on this sco r e in t he c a s. o f South Afr i ca . In t he

long- rUn it can onl y succud if it att r a cts the active

suppor t of t h e mass o f t he peop l e. Witho u t t h i s l ifeblo od 1t

i s doome d . Even in our co=t ~y wi t h t he h i s tor i c al

b ac kq r ound a n d t tlld i t i o ns o f a rmed r es i s t an ce s t H l, wi t h i n

the me mory o f many peopi e a nd the s pecial d evelo p lle n t s o f

t he i !nllle diat '" pa st , t h e i n vo l vement of t he mass",S i s

un l i ke ly to be the r e s u l t o f a s ud d e n na tu r a l a n d a uto ma t i c

c o nsequence of mi lita r y clashes. I t has to won in a l l-ro und

po l it i c a l mo bili sa t ion Which ..ust a c cOIllpany t h '" mi l i t a r y

a c t i v i t ies . Thi s i nc l ud ed ed uca t i o nal and aqi t a tiona l wor k

thro uqhout t h e count r y to co pe wi t h the sop h is t ica t ed

torren t o f lIIi $ l .adinq p r opaqanda a nd 'in f o rma t i o n ' o f t he

e ne l!ly wh i c h wi l l bec ome ftlOte i ntens e as the st ruqqle

sha 'l'e ns . i<lh",n a reec c l ashes be 'lin they s~!ldom invo lv", ftlOre

t ha n a c ompa r a tive handf u l o f comba t ..nt s Wh o s e v" r y

cond i t i ons o f fiqht i n q -exis tence .... k. t h ell incap..b l e of

e " e r c i s inq the funct ions o f all-round po li t i ca l lea de r s h ip .

The ma SSe S o f t he pe a san t s, wo r ke r s and youth , be l "aquered

f o r a l o n q t ime by th", e nemy ' s mili ta~y o cc u pation, ha ve to

be activa ted i n a mul ti t ude o f ways not only t o ",ns u re a

qro wi n q s t r e alll of r ecr u its fo r t he fi qht i nq un i ts but to



h,r,s s the enemy po litic a l l y sO t h a t Ili s f o r ces aee

d i spe r s e d and therefore we a kened . Tllis cal ls for the

e seee r s e o f ,II- ro und po li t ic , l leader s hip.

All - Round po litica l Leadership

Guerri ll , ",a r ! are , the sp ecial, and i n our case t he only

fo rm in whi c h t he a rOled libera tion struqql e c an be launche d .

is nei the r sta t ic no r do e s it t ake place i n a vacuwn. . The

te",po, the overall strategy to be e '"Ployed, t he openinq of

ne ... f r e n t s . t he proqre n i on t rom lowe r to h i gher tOtlDS a nd

t hence t o lIIObile wa rta re ; t hue a nd o t h er v i t ~ l ques tion s

c ,nnot be sol ved b y t he military l eadersh i p a l one , t hey

require overall po litica l j udqmen t s i n t r i c a t e l y i nvo l ved

wl t h t he people bo th i ns ide , nd outside the ac tual are'S o f

anoed combat. If ",ore awa r e ness o f o ppression combined wi t h

heroic e x a lllp l es by atllled b ands "'ere eneuqh, the s t r u \lql e

would indeed be s i tnpl e. There wou ld be no c o l laborators a nd

it wo u ld be hard t o f ind ne ut r a I s , Bu t to b e lieve this is to

b e lie ve t hat t he course of the struqql e i s de termined so l e l y

b y wha t we do i n the H qhtinq units and f u r t h e r i nvo l ve s t he

fallac ious a ssumption t ha t the """Ss es a re rock- l ike and

incorruptible . The enemy is as aware a s we are rhat the side

that wi n s the alleqi ance o f tt,e p eopl e, wins the struqqi e .

I t i s na i ve to believe tha t oepressed and be l eaque r ed peop le

c annot te"'Pouril y, even in larQe nwobers, be won over b y

fea r, t e r ro r , lies , i ndoc t r i na t i o n and provocation to t reat

lioer ato rs as e nemi es . I n fac t history proves that witho u t

tbe !\lOSt uuene tve all-round poli tical activi ty t his is the

more li ke1y eeeu r e . It is thenfor e ill t he more vi t al tha t

the revo l u tiona r y l ude rship i s nationwi de and has i t s roots

both inS ide and outside t h e ac t ua l aeees of combat. Above

a ll , wh e n victory COOles, i t sus t no t be a hollow one . To

ensure this we must a lso e ns ur e t ha t wha t is brouqh t to

p ower is not t he army b"t t he masses as a whole at t he he ad

of which stands its o r qanised po li tical l e adership. Th i s is

t he perspec tive wh i ch is r oot ed a t all levels o f ou r



'"
li bera t i o n mo veme nt s whethe r with i n Or Qutsi c1" the army. OU r

confidence in fl.nal victory r e sts not on the wi s h or t h e

d ream. but on cur under$tandinq of our own conditions and the

historica l pr ocesse s. Th is unders t andinq eus t be deepenec1
and must be spread to every level of our ~ove..ent . we must
have a clear qrasp not o nly ot our selves and of our o~
forc es b u t a l $o of the e nemy - o f his power and

vulnerabi1it~· . Guerril la s t r\lq q le 15 certain l y no exception

t o t he rule that de p t h o t unde r s t andi"q, and knowl edq e of

real i t i es , both fa vour a b l e and unfa vour a bl e . make tor mo re
l a s tinq co mmitment and mo re illuminating leadersh ip. How
t he n do we view the e ne my eee e we hc<;' - hi s s t reng t h a n d

weakne sses? i<i ha t s o r t of structure do we face a nd how dogged

wi ll t he e nemy r u i s t an e e be ?

The tnemy • IIis St rength and lIeaknes s

On t he facOl of it the ene..y i s i n s t a b l e colllltland of a r i ch

.. nd v.. . i ed e co nomy whi c h , e Ve n at t lli s age when i t i s not

r equ ired to e" t end itsel f, can a ffo.d a n enormous mili tary

budget . He has a r e la t i v e l y we ll- t ra i ne d and e f h c i en t ,Jo rmy

and police force. He C,Jon draw on tairly large manpo wer

. ," s o u r c ," ,.. In add i tio n the maj or i",p," rialist powers s uc h as

!lrl tain, W. Gemany, France, t he Unit.d States and J apa n ..ho

have an enormous s ta ke in the economy o f ou r country

eonst i t ute a f o rmi da b l e support fo r the Apartheid r .gime .

Al r e ad Y now be fo re the cris i s deepens the i mpe ria li s t

par tners of South Af r i e a have dcne much to develop the

economy and t he annament programme of South Afr ica . In a

s i tuation of crisis t he y lIay P lU S over frem active suppor t

t o act ive int erven t ion to s ave the racist r egime .

If t he .., is on. l e sson that the IIi story of gue r r i lla

struqql e has tauqh t it i s that t he material strenqth a nd

resourCes o f th. e ne my is by no means a decisiv. lacto r.

Guerrilla .... r tare almos t by dehni tion p res " n t s a situation

in ..lIich tll" r e i s a vast imbala nc e of ",aurial and lIIilitary

r esource s between the o pposing s i des . I t is des iqned t o cope



with the situa tion i ~ which the e nemy is infinitely supe rio r

in relatio~ to every o::onventio nal factor o f "adare . It ls

par e ",c ellen o:: e t h e wupon o f t he mate rial l y "eak aqainst t he

ma te ri a lly st ronq. Give n i t s popul ar chara <:: t er and a

popul a tion whi <::h in"Usinqly s i de s wi t h a nd s h i .. lds t he

quetrll l a wh il s t at th" Sallie time opposinq and a" po s i nq th..

enemy, t he s u r v i val and qrowth o f a peo pl .. ' s army is a ssured

by the s kill fUL e""rc i s .. o f t act ics . Su r p rise , mobi li t y and

tactic a l retreat should make i t di ff i c ul t f or the e nemy t o

b r i n q i nto pl ay i ts super ior f: n-p"'we r i n any eecs e r ve

battles . So individual battl e is fouqht i n c ircwns t ances

fa vo urable to t h e enemy . Super ior fo rces Can t h us b e

ha r all .. e o, weakened and , i n t he e nd , destroyed. the ab n nc "

of a n o rthodo" front , o f fiqh tinq line s: the ne ed of t h"
enemy to att"nuate hill reee u ec e.. a nct lin"s of co",,"unic4Uon

Ove r va s t a r ea.. : the need to prote c t t he wi del y ..c at t ered

i n ..t a llations o n whi ch th i .. econo my i s dep endent; t he .... are

amo nq t h e f a c t o r s wh i c h s e r v e i n th .. l ong r un t o comp en s a t e

in f a vour <:If t he querri lla fo r t he ct isparity in t h .. stn tinq

strengt h o f the adversar i ..... t he wcr ct s ' i n t he 101'19 run'

must be stressed eeeec e e it would ee i dl e to d ispute the

consicterabl e military advan t aqe s to the "ne my of h is h iqh

leve l i ndust r i a l isation, hi .. r eady-to-hand r e Se r veS of whi te

lIlanpowe r and h is e xcd l e n t roada . railways and ai r trans port

whi ch fa c ili ta te s wi!t ..aneuve r. anct spe edy c<:lncen t ration o f

personn el. But we ",ust no t overlook t he fac t t ha t o ve ,r a

period o f time llIan y of t hese unfavour a ble factot$ will begi n

to o p erate in f avour o f t he l i be r ation f o r c e,s ,

1. The rUdy- t o-hand resourcea i nc l udinq food

proouc t ion depend over whelmingly on non- lihite labour

whi ch , with the qrowi nq i ntens ity of t he struggl e ,

wi ll no t r e .... in doc i l e and co ·operative .

2 . The Wh i t e manpo wer r e sourCes may s e em adequa t e

init i all y bu t mus t bec ome dangero usl y stre tched a s



querr il l a ...artare deve l ops . Already ext r emely s hort

ot skll led l a bour - t he monopoly o f t he Wh ites - the

=b ilisa t i on o f a h rqe fo r ce f o r a prot rac t e d

st ruqq le wi ll p i a ce a f urthe r burden of the worki n"

o f the ec o nomy .

3 . In con t rast t o ..a ny other .... j o r q ue r r H l a struq"le s.

the .. neillY' s e c onomi c and manpower resources a re a ll

s itua t ed wi t h i n t he t heat re of wa r and there is no

secur e externa l 1'001 (o t he r tha n di r ect intervention
by a fo r eign s t a t e ) sa f e f roD. s abO U ge , ma s s ac tion

and " uer r i lL a action o n whi ch th.. en..my c an d raw.

4 . The ve r y soph i s t i catio n of t he e c o nomy wi t h its we l i

d..v eloped sys telll o f cOllllllunications make s i t a much

llIOre vu lne rab l e t a r qet . In an und eveloped country

the i nte r ruption of supplies to any qiven r e" i on ....y

be no mOre than a local s e t bac k.

In a h i qh l y sens i tive mode r n s truc ture of t h e South

Afr i ca n t ype , t he s uc c es s f u l hara s"..e n t o f t ra ns port to a ny

major indus t r ia l complex inev itably inflicts i lllllle nse darna"e

to t he e co n omy as a whole and to the morale o f t h e enemy .

On.. of the ec r e popula r mis concept ions conce rnin"

que rril h ....arta r e is tha t a phys i cal env irolllllent whi Ch

confot!lls t o a specia l pattern is ind i spensabl e - t h i c k

j u nq l e , i na c ce s s i b l e moun tain a r ea s , s wamps, a f riendly

bor der and so On . The a vailab i li t y of t his so rt o f terrain

i .. , of course , of ere ee e eeus a dvanta" e t o t he q ue r r ilhs

eSFec i a lly in the ear l y "on-opeu .tional p hase tra ininq a nd

othe r prepara t ory steps are underta ke n and non- externa l

ba s e s a r e ava ila b le f or th i s pur pose . Wh ..n ope r a t ions

co_ e"ce , t he querr i l la canno t s u r v i ve . l e t don.. flo ur i .. h .

unless he move s to a rea.. where people rrve and wo r k a nd

whe r e the e ne lllY can be enqaqed in comb a t. If ne is f o rtuna te

e nouqll t o h ave behi nd hi lll a fr i endl y border or a r e u o f

d ifficu lt a cc e s s ...hlch c an pr ovi de t empo r ary refuqe i t i s,



o f ccure e , ..dv.. n taqeous . But qu.rri 11a ...a d ar. can be, and

h .. s bean, g.d in evuy concei vab l e type o f t ..r r ai n . in

de serts . s mps . i n !ann fi e l ds . in bu il t -up a reas . i n

pla ins, i n tile bU1l1l ..nd in e Ount r i .1I without fri endl y

borders or i st.. nd ll surrounded b y t h .. s ..... Thill ...hol e

q u e s t i o n i s one of . djullti ng sur 'll val tachCIl t o the sor t of

t e r r ain in ...hich opera tions have to be ca rried out.

In any c.lIe. i n the v.. lI t e xpans e that i s South Af r i ca .

a people's forc e wi l l fi nd a mul t i t uae o f v.ar l a t i o n s in

topography. d..e e rrs , IOOuntains . for ests, veld and s "'a mp s .

'I'here oliqll t no t appe u to e b.. a sin'l le i mp r e O;J1'l a b l e lIOunta in
o r impenetrable j unq lt but til.. count ry abound s i n t er r a i n

...h i c ll in qe ne ral is ce r t a i n l y no les s hvour a b le f o r

guer ril la op.. rat ions than so.... of t h .. t errain i n ...hich otller

g u e rril l a mov....entll operated suc c..ss fully. 1'.1 010 t he i n u..

must be loo~ ..d a t in the c o n te >< t o f the que rrillas . wllo are

armed .nd op.. ra te i n the t e r ra in. 'I'll.. combination ma~es an

area imprtl9n..b l e f o r the qu eni lla . South Afr i ca 's

tremendous size ... i ll u ke i t I >< t r emely di ff i c ult . i f not

impossible. f or t he lIhite r e qime to ktle p t ile ...llole o f it

un de r " Z'1II<!d . ur ve il l ..nee in stren9th and i n depth . Hence, ..n

e a rly develOpslent of .. r ela tive ly se re Ithouqh shift inql

"ea r i s not beyo nd the r ealm of pract1ca lity • . .

The Af .. ican Mas s... - t h .. :-lai n r orce fo r Li be ra t i on

So much for t ile enemy. Wh.. t of t he libtlra t ion fo rces? lIere

too we a r e calle d upon t o e " .... i ne the IIlOlIt fund<ll!le ntal

f eaturell o f ou r si t ua t ion ...hich se r ve to llOul d our

r evolutiona ry s t rateqy and t ac t i CIl . The ma i n cont en t of th ..

p resent s t age of t he Soutll At r i can r evolution is tile

n ationa l libe ra tion of t he 1"ge s t a no;! mos t o pp r ellsed q roup

- the Af r i c an peopl e . Tlli s stra t l9 i c ai.m mus t qove r n ..v . r y

a spect of t lle cond uc t o f ou r s t r u99 1<! whe t he r i t be t h.

fo rmula tion o f policy o r tlle cr eat ion of structures. J\lIIon9st

other th i ngs, it dem.no;! s in t he firs t plac.. t h .. ma><i mum

mObiUsat ion o f t ile African people a s a o;! i , po llse ssed and



racially oppressed nation. Thi s is the lIl&i ns pr i ng a nd it

mus t nOt be weakened . I t i nvo lves a st i.D.u lation and a

cleepeninq o ~ na t ional confidence , nationa-l p ricle a nd

na tiona l asse rtiveness. Properly channele d a nd pro p er l y l ed ,

t he s e qualities do no t s t and i n con~Hct wi t h the principles

o ~ interna t ionalism. I ndeed, they becollle t he basis to r mor e

l a- s t i ng and mQ re mean i ngful co-opera t ion ; a eo-op e ra tion

whi c h is s .. lf-impoS"d, e qual and one whi c h is ne i t he r band

on d epende nce nor 'lives the appear an ce o f beinq so.
The national characte r o f t he s t r uqq l e flIUSt enereeeee

domina t e our approach. Bu t it is a nat ional st r ug'lle whi ch

i s t a ki nq place i n a differ.nt era and i n a d ifferent

context ~ ro,. those whi c h characte r i s ed t he early stru'lqles

a'lainst co l on i a-li s m. It i s happeninq i n a new kind of wo d d

- a wo r l d whic h IS no l onqer &O nopoHsed b y t he i mperia li s t

wodd s ystem; a worid i n whi ch the es rseence o f t he power ful

soc iali s t sys tem a nd a siqni f icant sector of newly libera ted

areaa has a ltered the balance of f o r ces ; a wod d in whi ch

t he hor i1on s liberated from fo rei 'ln oppression exte nd be yond

mere ~ormal political control and en<;01Ilpa s s the e lemen t

which make s suc h contro l me anin'l fu l - economi<; eman<;ipa tion .

It i s a lso happeninq i n a new ki nd of Sout h Afr i c a i n wh i <; h

the r e i s a l a r 'le and wel l·de ve l o p..d wor kinq class who s e

c l ass consciousness and i n whi c h the inde penden t e xpres sions

of t he wor kinq peopie - the ir political o r qa ns and trade

unions - are ve r y ~ch pa r t o f the libe r a tio n f ront. Thus,

our nationaHsJll ",us t no t be confused wi t h chauvinism or

nar row nat; ionalism of a p revious epoch . I t must no t; be

<;onfused wi t;tI t he classi<;al dr i ve by an e litist qroup amonq

ttl.. oppressed peop l e to 'l a i n ascendan<;y so t hat they <;an

rep lace t he oppressor i n t he exploitation of t he masS .

Bllt none of tllis deer..ets f rom tile basic.ll y n.tiona l

con t e" t of oU r l i b e r a t i o n drive. I n til e l ast r es o r t it is

only the SUcCe Ss of t ile na eio"al democr atic revo l u t i on whicll

- by des t roying eh e .." i s t ing so<;i .. l .. nd economic
r e l.ti o nsh i ps • wi l l br ing ...itll it . cor rltCtion of the
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hi acor lc.l i n ju$ cil;u pt' tlHtU'CN "(f" i n s t the ind.l g.nOlls

..jor i cl' .1 M t il", ", 1,1' t il. bu • • t or .. ne w - ' tid de~r

int.rn,ciond i st - .ppro.oCh . ~dJ Chen, t lle M eland ••" ••

of ori .""",;. j$ t h., _sc poc" nt r ot voJ uci on, ry {ore. wh i ch

.".e .be 1I..."es","". to b J UIH i t in eh. inc.r otscs of . bsu'.ct
conct-pt. of i n c. r n . c.ioN l i p ii , i n til e 10"'1 r un, <1Oi.nq

...1 ("_r .. "u·vi<;. CD ell. r . voJuci on 1>Or to 1"C.r,.. c1"".1.1 p
[o r l 0 1,..1 ellFhuis l .

IIh . t e ...ot : i n . CrulDe ntJ .I 'e " '''ACed t o 9,ve . "pr.sslOJ1 t o Ch •

.... tty o f the libe r .tton d el... . ell.y .us t .C=-X!.C. two

flln d.....'''!l'\t .l p ropositions :

Fi r s t l y, t he y ~st not be a.bl quOIiS On t he qu.s tlon o r
the p ri• • e y r o le o f til., !ZI01t opp r e s s e d Afric.n .......nd ,

Secondl y , tho.f' oelo nq lnlj: t o the o the r o pprund groups

.nd t h ose t ew IIhit. re vQl u.tlQn. ri., who show t h.IO,. I"••

~ • • dy t o mlk" <::=on <::111•• " ittl e u e .spi ~.ti.ons , IIl1st be

~ u ll y int"qr . ted on the b • • i. on indi vidual "quality .

Approaclled ;,n t il" r l qht s p i rit t llese t wo p r opo s i t i o n s d o no t

n a nd in con t liet bll t r e info r c e one eno th" r. Equa li t y ot
.,arUCi p lltion i n our nationel t ront d oes n o t me. n 1I

..ells nie1l1 .,. ~ity between tne ... . ious n ll tiona l qroups . No t

ollly would ~hi s i n .,rllctice _unt to inequaltty lllqa i ll a t

the It ..pens. o t ene "':Iori ty l . b u t i t "'Ou ld l e n d fla vour t o

~h. a lalld"r " h i <::h o ur ."...i.e . re e .. lt r r . lId y to spr.ad o t •

., lU rllci. l . 11tll n c I doooi ntted by _ inority qro ups . Th1 s h••

~v.r b4,en .0 VId wi ll nsvltr te so . But til." sluq q1.11 wa y in

"<II\ 1ch the IIOve..,lI t indde til.. count ry r . spollded t o t hs ne"

.it:u.e tion . t tsr 19 60 i ll wh i c h oo- ope r . t i o n be t ...e n __

or q at>iutiollS whie h ...re 1-.qll l ( e. ;_ SAl e . CPO. COO l lind

t llo .. t llll t "e~e il 1,,"1ll l e . 9. ,\Ne l s.-et UlU led t o t h e

.upe~t1c i ll1 i lllPres.lon thet the 1."1I1 o rqllnisaUon. 

~ellus. th. y could .;>eak . nd ope rllt. IIOr. putllie1 y lind t h u s

IIOr. notice~ly - ...y have Il.s<1 .cr. t ben the ir d . s ltrved

.,lec. i n t he leaderslli p o t t ill A1 11llnce .
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Therefore , not only t he s ubs t ance but t he to r m or our
st r uc t ura l c r . .. Uons mu s t , in a way in whi ch the p eo pl e can

see , 9 ive ex p r e ssion to t he ea r n emp ha si s o f the p r es en t

s t a q e o f o u r s t r uq qle . This .."pro"ell i s not /I panderinq t o

cha uvinis.. , to racialism or o t he r such ba c kwar d a t t itudes .

We are revolution.. r i e s no t na r row na t i onal is ts. COIllDlHeed

. " v"lutiona ri fl s .re our brothe rs t o wha tever qroup t he y

be i onq . The r e c an be no s econd class l'srt ic ipants i n OUt

se vee e ne . I t i s t o r t he e ne",y " e reserve our as se r t I veness
and our j us ti f i es n nSe ot q<i evance.

The Impor tant taSk o f DOb i lisinq and qa i ninq the
' ''p po rt or other oppressed non- Whi t e qrC)ups has a l r e ady been

r .. t e r:r ed to. Li ke eve ry "tllet o ppressed group (inc lud ing t h e

At~ j.,;an s ) we ,....' st no t nai l/ely aSSUllle that /here awa~ene ss ot.
opp~e ss j.on w11 1 . by itse H . pu sh t he I nd ian and Co loured

pe ople i n the d i r ection of opposinq t he e nemy and a l1qn i nq

themse lve s wi t h t he libeution ""vement. The potentia l is.

of ';Ou~se ther.. . beca use in " ve~y re"l Se ns e the futu~e ot.
the I ndian and Colou~ed peopl,. and t he i r libe r a tio n .,.

op p re s s ed q~oupS i s int ilO." teLy bo und up wi t h the l ibu"t i on

o f the Atr i can$. But ece rve s up po rt a nd pa~t i,;ipat ion ha$ t o

be t o uqht tor and won . Ot he r wi s e t h,. enemy will $u,;,;..d i n

i t $ nev,.~-endin'l " t t emp t to crea t e a 'lap between t he $e

'l roups "nd the Af tkans and eve n te,;ruit subs t a n t i al n~.. r $

of them to a c t i ve l y ,;oll " boute wi t h i t . The bottOIll o f t he

ba~rel wi ll be s c raped i n t he a t t emp t t o c r e ate contus i on

about t t.e object ives o f the libe ratio n lllOvement . More

pa~t icu l"rly, t he enemy wi ll teed on the i ns ec u r i t y a nd

depende ncy whi c h is o Hen part ot t he t h i nk i nq ot minority

opp~e e eee qroups . The y wi ll t~y to r a i s e a doub t in their

IO.inds abou t whe t he r the~e is a pla,; e f e r t hell in " tuture

liberated South Atr i,;a . They have already s prea d the 51" nd" r

t h a t at best f o r t he Colour eds and I nd ians Whi te do..i na tion

...ill be r eplaced by Black dOlllination .

It i s eneeescee all the lIIOre i lO.po r t a nt , c o ns i.s t ent wi.t h

ou r ti rs t pri nciple, that the Coloured and I nd ian peopl e



s hou l d s ea t hemselves a s a n i n t e q ra l part of t h.. l1b.. ratio n

movement and no t as .... r .. a uxiliaries .

Th e Wo r k i ng Class

Is t h .. re a s pecial r o l .. for the worki n" class i n our

n ational s t ru" "l.. ? N.. have al r .. ady r ",f er r e d t o t he specia l

c ha ractu ' o f t h .. So u t h -".fr i can s o cial and economi c

structure . In our country - IhOre t han in any o t he r pa rt o f

the oppressed world · i t i s inconceivabl.. for l1beration to

hav.. meani ng witho u t . retur n of t he wea l t h o f the land to

the p e ople .. s .. Nho h. It is t he r efore a fundamen t a l hatu r e

o f c c e- strate gy t h.. t victory mus t ..mbr ac e mo r .. than fo rmal

political democracy. To e l l ow the e"istin" economic forc es

to re t .. in their interes ts intac t is t o f"' '''d t h.. r oo t o f

r ..cia l s upr e lllacy .. nd does not rep resen t e ven the sh. dow o f

libe r ation.

Our dr i ve towards n a t i ona l emancipatio n is ene r e ree e in

a v.. r y rea l wa y bound up wi t h eecece re amanc i p.. tion. w.. hav..

suffe r'ld "",re than j u. t national h.....ili.. tion . O1.l r p ..ople a r ..

d eprived of t h.. ir du .. i n the count r y 'S wealth ; their s kills

have b 'le n suppr .. ss..d and pov'l r t y . nd s t... rv.. tion has b....n

t he ir l i te e xp .. r i ence . The cor r ection of these c enturies -old

economic in jusUc'lS lie s at the ve r y ceee o f oUr nationll l

aspi r ations. Ne do not u.nderest i mate t he comple x ities wh i c h

wil l face a people' S ~overlllllent du rin~ t h e t rans fOrs<ltion

p eriod nO! the enor-:nit y o f the proolems of muti ng economic

n e ..d s o f t he maSS o f t he o ppr ess ed peop l e . But o ne thing is

c e rtain· i n our land t his c..nno t be e f f ectiv.. ly t ac:kled

unless the bas ic wea l t h a n d t he b u i c resour c..s .. r e .. t t he

d i spo s a l o f the people a s a who l e and a r e no t mani pulated by

eece r c es or indivi duals be t hey Whi t e o r Bhc:L

Thi s pe r s pec t i ve o f II s pe ed y ptoqres s i o n ~ r om fo~al

libe ration to <je nu i ne a nd lastin q emanc i p ation i s made more

t"ea l b y the e x i s t ence i n our country of a l a r <je a nd qr owin"

worl<in q c lass whose c t .. s s consciousnes s complements ~ational

ccnecr cuseee s . I t s poli t i c a l or" anis.. tions - and th.. t r ade
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unions have p layed a fund alllenta l tole in shapinq and

Idvanei"q ou r [evolutionary cause. I t i s hi storically
understanda ble t ha t the doubly-oppressed and doubly·

e x p l o i t ed wor ki nq cla ss constitutes a d ist i".;t and

r einforcinq layer o f our libera tio n and SOC i a lism and d o not
st a nd in ,;c n ll i c ! wi t h t he national i n tere s t . Its mU itancy

a n d PQU tical consciousne ss as .. revo lut ionary c lass "'i ll

p l ay no s.... l l par t 10 OUr vic tory ..nd i n the construction o f

a r e al peopl e'S South "'!rica.

Beyond our borders in Zimbabwe, l'.nqo L... Mo z oUlb i q ue ,

Namibia a t e our b ro thers and sisters WhO s i milar ly are

e n q a qed in a Her ee s tru O;Jq l e a qalns t colon i a list and raci s t

r e gime s . II " hqht an Unholy Alli ance o f Po t t uqa l , Rhodes ia

. nd South Attica with the latter u the ..a i n ec o nomi c a nd

military support. The his t ;lric ZAPU/MC iUlhnce is a unique

to rm ot co·operation bftr ween two liberation IlIOvements which

uniUS t he huqe potentea l of t he oppressed people i n bo t h

South ....trica a nd Zimbabw<l . The e xtens ion o f co-operation and

co-ordination ot a ll th<l p<loph o t Southern Africa as led b y

ntELI MO, ZAPU, SWAP<), ltPLA, and t h <l M C is a vi tal par t of

our s t r a t eqy.

What then i s the broad purpos e o f ou r mi litary

s truqqle? Simpl y put , i n t he t i r st phas e , i t i s t he co~plet<l

pol it ical and eco nomic emancipation o t all our peopl<l a nd

t h e con s ti tu t i o n o f a soci<lt y whi c h accords with the basic

provisions o t ou r p roq t il/M<l • the Fre edoll Chatter . Th i s ,

t o q e t he r wi t h our qene t al u nd e r s t a nd i n q ot our revo l ut i onaty

theory. p rovides us wi t h the s t r ate q i c frame wo r k fo r the

co n c re te el abora tion and implementation of pohcy in a

continuously chanqinq ,itua tion. I t ",us t be combined with a

more intensive proqr .,.,... ot researc h, e" ... i na t ion and

a n alysis ot tile condit ions ot t he dit t eren t strata o f our

peoph (i n p a{t ic:ula r those o n the land), tlle i r l oca l

qri<lvanC<ls. ho pe s and asp i n 'tio ns , so t hat t he flew t ro..

theery to a pplication · whe n t h.. si tuation makes application

possibl.. . wi ll h .. unhampe red.



APPEN DIX C

Consti t utional Guide lines For a De Olo<: ratic South Af rica
(1 9 88)

Th o! Freedom Char te r , adopted i n 1955 by the Con g r ess o f

the Peop le a t Klipt own ne a r J oh an n esbl,l r g , was t he Hut

s ys t ematic st a t eme nt in t h e history o f o u r count ry of the

pol1 ti<:a l and <:onstitutiona l v i s i on of a free, delllOcra t i<:

and non-ra<: ia l South Afr i ca .

The Freedom Charte r t oday remains uni q ue as the only

Sou t h Af r i <:an dO<:WI\ent o f its ki n d tha t adheres f irml y t o

democra t i c pr inciples a s accO'p ted t hrougho u t t he wor ld .

~ng South Af r i cans i t has become by far the ~st Wi de l y

ac cO'pted proqraaulle f or a p ost-aparthO'id <:ount ry . The s t aqe

i s nO w a pp roach inq "hO're t he Freedo.. Charte r ,"ust bO'

convertO'd from a v is i on for t hO' future i n t o a constitutional

r ea li ty .

We i n t he Af r i can Nat i ona l Congr e s s s ubmi t to t hO'

people ot South Afr i ca, and to all t hos e t h rougho u t the

wor ld "ho wi s h t o see a n e nd to a p a r t heid , ou r bas ic

guideline s fo r t he founda tion" of qove rlllllent i n a pos t

aparthe i d South Afri<:a. £ ><tens ive a nd democ ra ti <: deba t e on

t hese o;uide lines wi ll rnobi Hse t h e wide at sections o f t he

population t o aCh i eve . q r e eee nt o n how to pu t an end t o the

t y r an ny a nd oppres s ion und e r "hi ch our people rive, t hus

enabl i nq t he.. to l ead norma l and decen t lives as f r e e

c it i ze ns i n a r eee coun t r y .

The i lllDled i a t. ai,. is t o crea t e a jus t and dell>Ocra tlc

sO<:ie t y t hat will s weep away the centuries-old l e qac y of

co l o n i al c onqUes t and white dOllination , and abolish a ll laws
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i mpos inq ~~c i al opp~~ssiQn and di scrimination . The r emova l

of disc r i minatory l a ws and the e..dieation o f all ve stiqas

of the il legitimate r '!'lim. a re. ho weve r , not e no u<;I h.: the

s t ruc t u r e s and ttle i n s ti t ut i ons of apartheid must be

d is~nt l ed and be replaced by d emocratic ones . Steps mus t be

t a ken t o e n S'l l e t h,lt apa rtheid ideas a nd pract ices a re not

perllli t t ea t o appe,u in o ld torms or new.

tn addi t ion, the e ff ec t s of centuri es of r ac i al
domination and i nequality mus t be ove rcome by c ons t i tutiona l
prOvi sions t or conect ive action which qua r ante"s a rapid

and i r r eve rsible r ed i str ibut ion o f we iol t h and opening up of

f aci lities t o all . The Constitution "'U5 t a l s o be suc h a s t o

promote the hab i ts of non- r <1c 1 . 1 and non- sexis t thin k i n q ,

the pract ice o f anti-~ac1s t behavi ou r and the acquis ition o f

qenuinely-shared pat~iot ic c enecrcus ne s s .

Th.. Co nstitutio n must qive fit'fl\ protec tio n to the

fu n d a menta l h,,,u n ~iqhts o f all c i ti z e n s . The r e sha ll be

equa l riqh t s fo r a ll i ndivid\lals, i r r e s pe c tive o f r a ce,

colo ur , Se X Or c reed . I n addition, i t req\l ire s the

entre nc hinq of equal c ul t\lral, linq ui s tic and r e liq i o us

riqhts fo r all.

Un de r the condition s o f contelOporary South Afr ica 81\

of land a n d 95 \ of t he i ns t r wne n t s o f production o f t h ..

country a re in t he hands o f t he ruUnq c ress . whic h 1S

soh l y drawn from the wh it.. cOmll\lnit y. It fo llo ws,

t he refore , t hat cons t i t u tiona l p~ot ..ction for q r oup r iqhts

would pe~petu.te t he s t "' t\lS quo and would mea n that t h" ma ss

o f t h" pee p l e would co ntin\l" t o b" cons t i tutio nally t~",pped

i n poverty and rema in outsiders i n the l a nd o f thei r bi ~th .

Final ly, S\lc ces s o f t he c oM titu tion will be, to a

l ",r q " e xt e n t , d e t e t'fl\ i ned by t he (jeq~"e to whic h it promotes

co nd itions fo~ the "'ctive i n vo l ve Ole n t o f a ll sec t o ~s of t he

popul"'t i on at al l l"vels in qoverl1lllen t and l n the eco nomi c

s nd c \l lt\l 1O a l li t e . Bearinq these f undamental obj ectives in

mi nd , we decla~e that t he e limination of apar theid and t he



c:r e ation o f a tru l y just and e eeeeee e r c Sou t h Af r i ca

r equ~res a co nst i t u t i o n bas ed on the fo llow1n.. p r inci ples:

The St.ate

a. South Africa shall be an i nde p e nde nt . uni tary.

democratic and non- r acia l s tate.

b. Sov ereiqnty sha ll belonq t o a p eopl e a s a Whole .nd

shall be exerci s e d t.hrouq h one c entra l leqislll'ture,

e x ecut ive, j udiciary and adlll i nistration . Pro v i sion

shall be lIlade fo r the deleqation o f the power" of

the central a u t h o r i t y t o subordina t e admi n i stra t ive
un i t s to r the purpo"es of lIOr e eff i c i ent

ad/llinist r ation and d elllOcrat ic p a r tic ipa tion .

c. The institution o f heredi ta r y r ule rs and chi ef"

shall be t ransfor lRed to serve t he i n t ere s t s of t he

people as a who le, democratic in struc t ure and

func t ioninq . an d e eerc.. t ed to de fendinq t he

p rincipl e " o f the con"titution .

d. All o rqan" o f qoverrune nt, i ncl udi nq :justice,

s ecurity and armed forc es , "hall be r epres entative

o f the people .. s a who le , democratic in thei r

s t r uc to r e and funct.ionin.. , and ded i cated to

defending the principln of the cons titution.

,ranc h i " e

e. In the e xercise o f t heir sove r eiqnty , the people

shall have the riqht t.o vo t e under a system of

universa l suUra\le ba s ed on t he principle of one
per s o n/ o ne vote .

t. £"ery vote r "hall hillv.. t he r i qht to s t a nd for

e l ection and be ele c ted to a ll leqislative bodin.



'"
Na t i ona l I d ent it y

Q . It sha ll b e poli c: y t o p ' OlllOt" the ",owth o f ill si n'l l e

nlt t a " .. l identity and l o ya lty b i n d lnq o n a ll Sou t h

Af r i cans . At the s ame t ime . the state s ha ll

reco q"!s" t he lingu ist ic and cultu r a l dive r s ity of

t he people and p r o v i d e fad liti e s f o r f ree

linqu i stie and cul tu r al d evltlopment .

Bill o~ i\iqh ts an d Athrmative Actio n

h . The constitution shal! i nd ud e ill Bi ll of Riqtlt s

bas ed On the Fr eedom Char t er. Such ill 8ill o f Ri ght s
s hall gua rantee t he f u ndame n t a l hwna n r i g-h es o f all

ci thens, i r re s pective of rac lO , c:olou r . s e x o r

c r eed , an d shall p r ov i de a pp rop r iHe Ilechanisms fot

their pro t ection a n d enfo r cement.

I . The s t a t e and al l "Dc i d i nstitutions sha ll be unde r

ill cons titu tion.. l d u t y to e r a dic a t e r acial

dis<::ri mi na tion in all i t s t orms .

i . The stilt" a nd all .soc i al ins t itu tion s shall be under

a cons t i tu t ional d u t y to eradi ca t e , spe e d ily, t he

econom~ c a nd s oc i a l i nequa lities produc e d b y r ac i al

di se<imina t ion .

k . The advoc a c y 0 < p r a e tiee of <aeism, fa scism, ~a z ism

0 < t he i ne: i t ement of emmc 0 < r e q i o na l

exclusive n es .s shall be outl a wed .

1. Subjee t to clause s li l a n<:l l kl above , t he d elIIOcratic

sta t e .s ha ll qua r a n t ee the e es r e r i qh ts a n d fr eed()ll;s ,

suc h as f r-eedom o f ass ociat i o n, t ho u qht, wo r Shi p and

t he p <ess . Fur the rmor e . the sta te shall have t he

<:lu c y t o p r otec t the <iqht t o wo rk a n d q ua rantee the

riqh t t o e d ucatio n a nd s ocial s e curity .



'"
m. AU parti es which con form t he provis ion ot (11 and

{k) above s hall have the r ight to e xist and to take

par t in the poli tic d li te of t he country.

n . The Hate s hall ens ure t ha t the eneire economy

" nvu t he interest a n d ,",e l l - be i ng of the e n t i re

population.

o. The state s hall have the righ t to de tem.ine the

gene ral conte~t in wh ich ec onolli c l ife takes place

and de tine the limit to the r19M" and obliqations

attaChin" t o the owneUhip lind use of p r od uc t i ve

capacity.

p. Tile p r i vate sector of the e co nomy shall be obl iqed

t o coopera te wi t h ChI! state i n rea l ising the

objectives of the fr eedo m Charter in p rolllOtinq

social wel l-be i ng.

q. The econo my sh. l l be a mixed one , wi t h a p ub lie

s ector. a p r ivate secto r . a co-operative sector and

" smal l "scale family secto r.

L CQ~ope rative fQnns Qf eco nQllli c ente rprise, vUlaqe

indl,ls tries a nd s ma ll scale fam ily activiti es shall

be suppor t ed by the state .

5. The s t a te shall p r 01llOte t he acquisition o f

manaqelllent, t echnical a nd sci e ntHic s kill s a mQnq

aU sections Qt t he population, especiall y the

b l acks .

t . Prope r ty tor pecsonal use a nd CQnsump cion shall be

cQnsci tutionally pro tected.



Land

u . The s t a te s ha ll devi s e and i mplement a land ~e fonl\

p r o q ramme tha t wi ll i nc l ud e a nd add~ess the

followi n q Iss ues: Abo htion o n a ll ~es t ~ ict ions ot
o wne rship a nd us e ot land; Imp l eme n t a t i o n ot l and

~e fo r1ll in con t om.ity with the p r i n c ip le of

a f U rna t i ve a ction. u, ~ inq in t o account t he s t atus

o f v i ct illls o f fo ~ ced relBOva l s .

lIor~en

v. A Cha~ter p~otect i nq wor ~ers ' t r ad e umcn r i ghts ,

especia ll y t he ri. q h t to s tri ~e a nd collective

b a r q a ini nq , sha ll be inco~pora ted i n t o t he

co""s ti t ,,, tion .

w . i'i'o me n s h a ll ha ve e qua l d ght s i n a l l sphe~e s o t
public a nd priva t e life and tlle s t a te shal l t a ke

a f f i rmat i ve ac t ion to e hminate inequalities a nd

d i s cri minat ion between t he s e xes .

Tlle Famil y

x. The fam i l y, pa renthood a nd chl1d...n's r i g h t s s hall

b e p r otect ed .

I nt ernat iona l

y . So uth Af r i ca s hall be a non-aligne d s t ate c Ollll!l it t ed

t o the principles o f t he Cha r t e r ot tll e OAU and t he

Ch a r ter o ~ t he lIN a nd t o t he ecm e veeeee at na tio nal

libe ra t i o n, liberatio n , wor ld peace a nd d isartn.ement .



APPENDI X 0

Harare Dechntion (l989l

No t e: Declar ation of ~h. OAU Ad-hoc Committee on Sou~herll

Afrj ca o n the Question of South Afrj ca

r . Prea:!lble

1. The people o f Af r ~ca , sinq ly, co llect ively a nd

actinq t hrouqh t he OA~, are e nqaqed i n s e rious

e H o r t s to es t ab lish pe ace t h r o uq hou t th" continen t

by e nd i n.. al l confl icts th rouqh neqoti ations based

on the p r i ncip l e o f j us ti ce and peace ~ or a l l .

2. loI e reaf~ ~rlIl our conviction , whi c h his t ory con ti nls ,

t hat wh" r e co lonial, racial and apar theid domi na tion

exi s t s , t h ere Can nei the r be peac e no r ju.s t i c e .

3 . Acco r d inqly, we re itera te t hat while the apa r t he i d

s ys t em in So uth Atr i ca pers i sts. t he p"op l e 's o f our

cont ine nt as a who l e canno t achie ve the f u.ndament al

objectives of justice, h\llhan diqn Hy a nd peac e whi c h

are both c ru.ci a l i n t hemsel ves and tund.....e n ta l to

t he stab i li t y a nd development o~ Af r ica.

4 . WH h r " qa r d to th" r eg i on of Sou. t he rn Africa, t he

entire continen t is vitall y interested t h a t t he

p r ocn ses , i n wh i c h it is i nvolvec:l , l U .c:li n q to th"

c omp l ete a nd qe n uine i nc:lependence of N~ibi a . a s

we l l a s p eace i n Ango l a and Mozamb~que , s h ould

succ eed i n the s ho r t es t poss i ble t ime . Equally,



Africa i s deeply conce rned th"t t he destabili sation

by South Af r ica of a ll coun t ries o f t he req ion.
whether throuqh di r ec t aqq r es sion, sponsorsh i p o f

s llr roga tes, ec o e c..r e subversion alld o t he r """ns,
should end i~ediately.

5. We recogn ise t h e r e ality that perma ne n t puce and

stability in Southern Afri c a can onl y b e achielled

..hen the system o f a pa rtheid i n South Af r ica has

been liq\l idated and Sou t h Af rica transfoL1lH!d i nto a

united, democr"t i c and non-racial count r y. We

t here fo r e reite rate that a li t he necessary ",e a Sllr"

should be adoptea no .. , to brinq a spe edy ella to t he

aparthe id sys t e m, in t h e inte rn t of all the people

of Southern Af r i ca , ou r continent and the wor l d a t

h r ge.

6 . Ol e b eliell<l that, as a res u lt of the liberation

st r u gqle a lld int<lrnational pressure against

apar t he i d, as weli as g loba l e ffons to l i qu i da t e

reqional confl icts, possibilitiu exist fo r further
moll <llllen t to.... r ds the resolution o f the proble "'s

facinq the people of South Af r i c e . For enese

possib il it i e s to lead t o f und a llle nt ..1 chanqe in South

Afriea , t he Pr etoria regime ..ust abandon its

abhorrent concepts a nd practices of r a c id

domi nation and its record of failur e to honour

aq r e e lllen t s , all o f whi ch ne ve r e s ulted i n t he l os s

o f so ",any live s and the destruction of lIlUch

prop erty in t he countries of Southe rn Africa .

1. lIle r e .. ffi I1ll ou r recoqn i t i o n o f t he rights of " U

p.,oples. includ inq enese of South Afr i c a , to

determine t he i r own dest iny, and to work out fo r

th""'.seilles the institutions and the s yste,. o f

Q"Olle nUl e nt und e r whi ch t he y wi U , by geneI'd

consent, r r ve and work togethe r to buiid a



na rec r uo us socie t y. The Or ganisation ot .>.t r i can

Uni t y r emains cOlNll i t t ed to do eve r yt h inq poss i b ie

and nec essa<y , t o .. ssis t the peop l e o f Sou th .>.fri ca,

in such w.. ys .. s t he <ep<e s enta t1Ve s of t he oppu s s e d

lIla y de t e<llti ne , t o .. chieve th i s ob j ec t ive. We au

c e n a i n tha t, u i s i ng f<om t hi s du t y to he l p e nd t h e

c r i mi na l a pa r t heid s ys t em, t he rest of t he wor l d

co~uni ty i s r e ..dy t o ex t e nd s i~i l a r as si stance t o

t he p eopl e of South Af r i c a.

9 . lie ma ke t hes e cOlNll itmen ts b. c ...."e we believe tha t

a l l peop le are equal and ha ve equa l rights t o hwnan

dign i ty ..nd res pec t , u ga rdln s o f colour. a c e , s e x
o r c r eed . lie b e l i eve th .. t ..11 man ..nd wO",e n ha ve the

r iqnt and duty t o p.. <t i c ip.. t e i n t he ir o wn

qovernment, .. s equa l members o f soci ety . ~o

i nd i v i d ud or qro up of i ndividual s has ..ny <iqhts t o

qovern other s wi tho u t t heir consent. The aparthe i d

s y stem. vio ia t es .. 11 thes .. fu nd ....ent .. l .. nd univers a l

pr i l\c i ples . Co r r ectly cb.. ract eris ed .. s .. cr ill<!
"gain st l'lWDanity, i t i s r e spons i ble f or the dea ths

ot count l ess numbe r s o f p eopie i n South Af r i ca ,

r e su l ting in unto i d loss o f i i fe , des t ruc t ion of

property and mas s i ve displ" c ement o f i nnoc en t men ,

wO..e n .. nd ch ild r .. n . Th i s scourge and .. ffront t o

hUlM. n i ty mus t be f o ught "nd e r ad i c a t e d i n i ts

t o t d ity .

9 . lie ha ve t he<e f ore s uppor t ed and co ntinue to su ppo r t

a ll those in South Aft i c .. who pur s ue t his noble

o b jective thro ug h poli t icai . anned .. nd o t her f o rms

o f s t r u?,g l e . we believe th i s to be o u r duty, c .. rr i ed

ou t i n the interest of al l l'lWDan i t y .

10. " h ile ex t e nd i nq this s upp o r t t o t hos e who s truggle

fo r a non- raci.. l and democr.. tic so cie t y i n South

Attica, .. po i n t o n which no cce pro...ise i s pos sible,



we have repea t edl y expre ssed o u r preference for a

sol ution a r r ived at by peacefu l m.. ans . We know that

the ma j ority of t he people ot South At tica a nd the i r

liberation laOv ement, who have beRn compeLLe d to t a ke

UP arms, ha ve a150 UphRld th i s pos ition for ...ny

d ecades and continue t o do so.

l1. The po sit i o ns contained i n thi s Declarat i on are

cons i ste n t with and a r e a conti nua tion of those

e labora ted in the Lusa Ka Ma nifesto , t wo decades oqo.

They ta Ke into aee ount t he ehanqes t hat have UK.n

p lac e In South Af r i ca s r e ce t ha t Ma nifesto was
adopted by t he OAU a na t he rest o f the in t ernational

communi t y. 1hey constitute a ne w chall flng e t o the

Pn , t or la req l me to join in t he nob l e ef fo r t t o e nd

the apart he i d s ys t em, a n Objective to wh i ch the OAU

h as been cOIL'TI it t e d from i t s llirth .

l 2 . Co nsequently, we s ha ll continue t o do eve r y t hinq i n

our power t o help intens ify t he liberatio n "tru'Oq l e

a nd in t ernat ional pre s sure aqa l nst t he sys t em o f

aparthe id unti l t h i s s ys t em is erld ed arid South

Afric a i s trans formed i nto uni t ed democrat i c arid

no n-rac i al co unt r y, wi th j us tic e a nd s e cu ri t y for

all i t s citize ns .

13 . I n keep i ng wi t h t h i s solemn resolve , and r e spo nd ing

to t he wishes o f t he r epre....nt a t i ve . o f the maj o r i t y

ot the peop le of So uth Afr i ca, we publicly p led'Oe

o u rse l ves to t he pos it ions con t a i ned here unde r . We

a r e conv i nced t!'lat t !'lei r i mpl"mentation wi LL lead t o

the s pe e d y and of the apart!'leid s ystem and therefore

t!'le o pen i ng of a ne w dawn of peaee tor a ll t h"

peopl e ' s o f Atrica, I n whi ch rac i """ colonia l

d om i nation and whi t e minority r u le on o ur con t i n"nt

would be abo li s hed for e ve r .



I I. Sta t ement at Pr inci ples

14 . i'l e bel ieve that a conjuncture o f c i r cwns tance s

e xists, whi c h , it the re i s a delllOnstrable rea d ine ss

On t he pa r t ot the Pr etoria ~ egime to e ngage in

negotiations genuinely and seriously, could create

the possibility to end apa<t~eid through

n O!go tiations. Such an eVOlntulli ty would be an

e xpre s s i on a t the long-standi ng p rduence ot the

p eople ot South Atr ica to a ro i ve at a political

settl ement .

IS. We wo u l d therefore encourage t he people of South

Atr i c a , as part o~ their eveee i i strug'lle, to ge t

toge the r to negotiate a nd en~ to the apa rtheid

system and a 'l r ee on aU the aeeaures that are

necessa ry to t r a ns t o no. their country i n t o a no n

rac ia l dellOcracy. We support the position held by

the majority at the peop le 01 So u t h Atr i ca that

t hese o bjectives and no t t he amendmen t or refo no. ot
t he ap a rtheid s yste.. , sho uld be the a ims ot t he

ne'lot i at ions .

1 6 . we a re a t one wi t l> them t l>H the outcome o t such a

ptocess should be a nlOw constitutional orde r based

on t he tollowing pr i nc i p l es , amonq othe rs:

1 6. 1 South A~rica shal l beco>e a un ited, democratic

a nd non- racial s tate.

16 .2 All its people shall en;o y co",,"on and equal

citi t e n s hi p a nd na tionalist, r e gard l e s s at r ace,
colour , Sex or c eeee .

1 6.3 Al l i ts people sha ll h~e t he r ight t o

par t ici pa te in the 'l'ovO! r runelt and administration of

t hO! country o n the bash o f I un iversal suftra 'le ,



e x e rcised t hrouqh one pe rson one Yote , unde r a

common vo t ers rol l .

16 .4 Al l peop le ha ve the r i q h t to fo nD. and join an y

pol itical par t y of the ir cho ice . prov~ded that thi s

~ s no t in t he fu rtherance of reet se .

16 . 5 Al l shall e njoy un l versally r e c o9n i se d hwna n

rlqhts, freedoms and c l v U liberties , protec t ed

under an entrenched Bi ll o f R i 9hts .

16.6 South Af rlca s h ..ll have a ne w l e9&1 s ys t ell

wh i c h s ha ll quarantee equality o f a ll eereee t he

law.

16.7 South Af~ ~ca shall ha ve an indepl!'nd.ent a nd no,,

racial i ud. l c l H Y.

1 6. 9 t he r e sha ll be created a " eccnce uc o r d e r wh i c h

s hall p romote a n d advance the wdl-be i nq o f all

South Afr icans .

16 . 9 A democratic South Afr ica shall USPl!'ct the

riqhts a nd. soverei'lnty and t erritori a l i n t l!' q r i t y o f

all cou n t r i e s a n d pursue a policy o f peace ,

fr i endship and mutually benet"iclal co-opuat io" wHh

all peoples.

17. lie believe that the aqree..e n t On the principl es

s ha ll continue t he f o und at i on fo r an i nt e r n a tiona lly

acce p t able solution Whi c h sha ll e na b l e South Af tica

t o take its r i ghtful place a s a" equa l pa rtner 1UliO""
t he African and wo r l d co_un ity of nations .



I n. Cl illl4te f o r Nego t i a t i ons

18. Toqe ther ...ith t h e res t of t he world. , we ee rr eve t ha t

i t i s essent ial, bef ore an y ne gotiat i ons t a ke place,

t hat the necessary c li..ate for n egotia tions be

crea t ed. Th e apa rthe i d r e g i lle has the urgent

r esponsibi l i ty to respo nd pos i tive l y to th i s

unive rSll.lly acc lai.lled demand. a nd t hus c r eate this

climate.

19. Acco rdinqly, the presen t reg ime, shoul d, at t he ver y

l e a s t '

19 .1 Re l ease a ll po l itical prisoners and d etainee s

unconditional l y a nd. r efrain f r om i mpos i n9 a ny

restrictions on t hem.

19.2 Lift al l bans and r est r ic t ions o n a ll

proscribed a nd. r estr i cted organ i sations and peop l e .

19 . 3 Relllove a ll troops frolll t he townships.

19 . 4 End the sta t " o f eme r genc y a nd repeal all

l eq is lation, suc h as , t h e Inte rnal Securi ty Act,

c:iesiqned t o c i rcwnseribe politica l activity.

19. 5 Ceas e a ll pOlit i c al e xecu t i ons.

20 . These f1\e aSureS are necessary to produce t h e

conditions in wh i ch f r ee discussion can ta ke place

an e s sen t i a l condition to e nsure that t he peopl e

themselves pa rt icipate in tne process o f rema kinq

their country. The measures lis ted above s ho uld

the r efor e preced e neqotiations.

IV. Guidelines to the Process o f Nego t i a tion

21. loll' suppo r t the v i ew of th" Sou t h Af r i ca n liber at ion

1IlDve..en t that upon the c r e ation o f t his clillla te, the



P~OCtlS S o f nego t iations snould cO<l\IIlence a l onq the

f o l l owinq l i ne s '

21. 1 Oiscus s l ons s ho uld U ktl place btltween t ne

libe r ation movement and t he South African <eqille to

achleve t he s us pens i o n of hostiliti es on both sides

b y .q~eeinq to a Dutual l y bindinq cease f i~e .

2 1.2 Ne'lotla t i o ns s hou l d t h en proc eed t o e stablish

the bas i s for t he ado ption o f a n"w Constitution by

ag ~eein'l on arnonq , others, t he P~incipl"s enunc i a t e d

above.

21.3 Kav in'l a q ~e"d on t h e se P~ i nc ip le s, t h. par t i es

s ho uld then neqotia t e t h e necessa r y ",,, c ha ni sm fo r

d r awinq up the new Co ns t itut ion.

21. 4 The pa~tles s ha ll d efi ne and a'lr ee o n t he r o le
to be played by t ne in t e r na t i o nal commun ity in

ensurinq a succ e ssfu l tra ns iti o n t o a democrati c

o~der .

21 . 5 Tne parties sh.. l1 ..qr e e on t he f Orllla t i on ot an

interim qovtl<nmen t t o s u pe r vise t he p~oces s of t he

dtawin" up and a doption of a new constitu tion;

"ove ~n and admini ster t h e country , as we ll as effec t

tne trans i tion t o a dell'O c ~atlc orde r inc ludin'l tn"

ho l dinq o f t:' e elections .

2 1.6 Afte~ t he adopt i on o f t he new Cons t i t ut i on, al l

armed ho s t i lities will o e deemed t o have been

t onnaUy t erminated.

21 .7 f or its part, t he inte rna t ional communi t y woOlld

l if t the s anc t i o ns t ha t have been i mpose d a"alns t
apa r theid So u t h Af r ica .
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22 . The new South I\.l rica sha ll qualify for the

membersh i p o f t he Orqanisa tion of Af rican Unity.

V. Programme of Ac tion

23. I n punuanC<l of t he obj ectives s tated in thi s

docwnent. the Or9anisation of Af r i ca n V,n t y hereby

commits it s e lf t o:

23 .1 Info rm qovetMlents a nd inter-qovenunental

orqanisations throughou t t he wor l d. i nc l ud i ng the
No n-Aliqned Mo ve... n t. the United Na t i ons Ge ne ra l

Assembly. t he Security Council, the Co"""onwealth and

others of these perspectives, and soliCit thei r

.uppe rt.

23.2 Ma nd a te the QAU ad-hoc committee On Southern
Af rica, a cting a s the r epre senta tive of t he OAU,

as!listed by t he fron tline States, to r",... in seized

of t he iss ue o f a po li tica l resolut ion to t h." South

At r i ca ques tion .

23.3 step up a ll- round support f or the South " t r i can

liberation lIovement a nd campaign in the rest of the

world in p u rsua nce ot this obj ective.

2 3 . 4 Intensi fy the campaign fo r mandatory and

comprehensive s a nc tio ns aga inst a par t he i d South

"f rica: in t his r egard , illllllediate ly 1OO011ise aqa i ns t

the re- s c he du l i ng ol Pr etori a's loreiqn debts: wor k

fo r t he imposition ol a mandatory oil emba r qo a n d

the lull o bservance by all cou"triu ol the arms

elllba r go .

2 3 . !> Ens u:re t hat t he At:rican continent d oe s not

r elax e>ti s tinq mea s UreS tor the total isolation ot
apartheid South "lri c a .
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23,6 Continue to mon ito r t he s ituation i n Na mi b ia

and extend aU necessary support t o S IIAPO i n i ts

s t r u'l g l e for a ge nu i ne l y i n d e pe n d e n t N&mib i a .

23.7 Ext end s uch a s sistance al t he Gov.r~~ents o f
AA<jo ia and Mo zamb i que ..ay r equest i n order t o seCure

pe a ce t Ot their people,

23. 8 Render a ll possible assistance to the Fr ont line

St Oltes to <l"at> l e t hem to wi t lu tand Peno e;' .. ' ,

c ampaign o f agq r ess i on and destabil i sation and
enable them to continue t o q lve t he i r ill- round

s u ppo rt t o t he peopl e o f Nanlibia a nd Sou t h .... tr ica .

24. lie a ppeal t o all people o f goodwi ll thro uqhout the

world t o suppor t th i s programle o f Ac t ion a s a

necessary ..euure to secure t he ear liest liquid ation

of t he a partheid system <lnci the trans!onnation of

South l'I frica i n to a un ited, democu.ti c a nd non

~acia l country.



APPEND I X E

Th e Groote Sc h uur Mi nute (Ma y. 1990 )

T~e gove rnmen t a nd t he Arr~can Nat ~onal Co nqr e ss agree on a

c o"""o n c o mmitment t Olola rd s the r e solu tion o f t he ex i s t i ng

c limat e ot vio l e nce and intimida tion l r o m wha t ever quarte r

a s we ll a s COlNll itment t o s tabi lity a nd t o a peacdul p r oc e ss

of negot ~a tions .

Flow~ng t r om t h is cO""'"'ltlbe nt. t he t o llowing "'a s aq r eed u pon:

1 . The e sta.b l i shment ot a wo rking g roup t o ma ke

r e comme nda tions o n the d e f ~n ition of po l it i ca l

ottens e s i n t he So uth I'.trlcan s ituation: to di scuss .

in th i s regard. t i me sca les : and t o ad v i se o n nO tlDs

a nd ",echan isms f o r delllinq with the r e l ease ot
po li t i ca l p r isoners lind the grantinq ot illmunity i n

res pect o t poli tic al ottenses t o t hose i nside and

out s ~de Sout h Atrica . I'.U per sons who may be

II ffected w~ ll be cons i dered . The ...o r l< ing group will

bear i n mi nd expe r i ences in Nami bia and els ewhe r e.

The wo rk i n", g r oup wi. ll aim to c ompl ete wo rk be tore

2 1st Ma y i 9 90. I t ~ $ unders tood t ha t t he South

At r ican gove r M ent , i n i t s d i scre t i on, lIIa y contac t

o t he r poli t ica l p a n i es and IIIO vements and other

r .. l eva nt bo d i es . The proceed i nqs ot t he wor kinq

q r oup wi ll be con :fide ntia l. I n the OIe an t l/11e t he

t ollowi nq offense !! wi ll receive a t tentio n

imrned i "tely:



'"
a l The lea v i n g of t il .. c ountry without a valid travel

docume nt .

b ) Any offenses rela t e d me r elY to organisations
..hich we r e previously pronibited .

2. In add itio n to the " r ran gelll"n t s ment i o ned in

Paraqraph 1 , temporar y i _unity t r om prosecut ion to r

peLitical oHenses committed be to,," today , wi ll be

con$ider<!'d On an ur gent buis for ",embers of the

Nat i ona l Execut i ve Committee and select ed ot her
melllbers of the lINe frolll outside the c oun try. to

e na b le t he m t o r eturn and help wi t h the

e ! t a b i i s M a n t and ....na9"ment of political

actiVit i es. t o assist in bdnq inq viole"ce to a n end

a nd t o take pa r t i n peaceful poli tical negotiat ions .

3 . The ,"overnmen t u nde r t akes t o r eview exist ing

s ecurity It.qislation to brinq it i n to li ne with t he

n e w d yn ....i c s itua t i o n d eve loping i n South Africa i n

order to .;,ns ure nonnal a nd f r ee poli tical

activit ies .

4 . The governntent t"eiterates i t s co mm i t men t t o wor it

towards t he Hft i nq o f t he s t a t e of e merg e nc y . I n

th is context. the ~C wi l l exe r t itself t o f u l fil l

the obj ectives c o n t a i ned i n t he preamble .

5 . E f fi c ient channels o f co_uni cati on be tween the

government a nd t he ANC wil l be established in o r d e r

t o c u r b violence a nd inti.. idation fro.. whatever

qua r ter effectiv ely. The qovernntent and the ~C

aqree t hat the objectives conta ined with i n t h i s

minute sho\lld be achieved a s early .IS pouible.



APHIIOI X r

The Prt!tor ia Mi nute (AuQust, 1990 )

The gov<lr nrnent and the ANC have he ld discussions a t t lle

Pres i<:!<lncy, Preto ria today, Auqust ~, 1990.

1 . The gove rnlllent and the ANC have aga ln co mmit t.ed

the mselves to the Groote Schuu r Min u t e •

.2 . The find r e por t of the Worki nq Group on poli tical

offenses d at.ed 2 1 Ma y 1 9 90 , n amended, wa s acc e p t e d

b y both part.in . The gUidelJ.nu to be fOrllula ted in

t e r1lts of t he Report wi ll be applied in a pha sed

manner . The Report .... ke s prOvis ion fo r formul .. t i o n

o f gu ide lines wh i ch wl ll be a pplied i n d e dinq wi t h

members of a l l organisations, qroupings or

i nstitutions, QoverlUllental or othar wise, who

cOlMli.tted o ff enses on the "ssWllption that a

part icular cause was being se rved Or opposed. The

mee tin g has inst ructed the ·~or kinq Group to duw up

.. plan fo r t he release o f ANC r e l ate d prisoners and

rhe qunt inq t o i nd e ,"" i t y of peopl.. i n a pha sed

manner and t.o report be f o r e the end o f Augus t .

The fo llo wi ng target da tes have i n the me.. nt ime be"n ..q ued

upon :

• The body or bodi es r .. !arred to i n para g r a p h 8 .2 of

th" Report of t he Worki n g Group wi ll be

cons ti t uted b y 31 Auqust 1990 .
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• t he further relea se o f pr i sone rs whi ch Can be

dea lt wi t h a~ini s t ra t iv.l y wi l l s tart On 1
Septerobe r U90 .

• I n d e M it y wlli e h can be dealt wi t h in cateqo r ies of

persons and not on an i nd i v i d ua l ba sis " i l l be

q ranted f rom 1 OCtONe 19 90. This process will be

completed not later than the ""d o f 1990.

• In a U cases .. he re t he body o r bodies t o b e

const i tuted according t o paraqraph 8.2 of t h e

;\"po <t of the Worldn; Grou p wi ll h ave Co cons ide r

cas.. ", on a n individual ba s is, t he process wi ll be

comple ted with in s i x DIOnths. but the h .t es t dat e

envisaqed f o t the cc mplet i o n o f the t ota l ca s ' in

t erllls of the Repor t of the worki n g Gr oup i s not

La t e r t ha n 30 Apr il 1991. This progu"""" wi ll be

i mp le..e n t ed 01'1 the buis of the Report; of the

Wo tk i n; Group .

J . I n the i nterest o f movinq .0$ $peedHy .0$ pOS$i b l .

towards a neqotiated peacefu l poli tical ntt leltlen t

and i n the context of t he aq r ee l"ent$ re llched. t he

ANC announced that it " a$ now $u$pending a l l a rmed

acti.ons " i. t h i llUtle d ia t e e ffect . As a resul t o f t llis ,

no f urther a nned act ions and re l a ted a c tiv i t ies by

the ANC and its military wi ng U",kllo n t o we Si zwe wi ll

t ll"e p lac e .
It wa s ag r e ed tha t a wo r king group w11 1 be

e s t a b lis he d to rllsolv. all o uts t and i ng qu astions

ll r i s i nq out of th i s deciSion t o repor t by I S

September 1990 . 80th sides committed tlle..selve$ one.

more to do elre r yt lli nq in thei r power t o brinq about

a pe ac e fu l 501ut i on as qui c kly a s poss ible .

4 . Bo th de l e 9a t ions exp r used serious conce rn a bout tile

gene ra l level ot vio lence, int i .. id ill t ion and unrest
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in t he CQuntry, e s pe ci a lly Nata l. The y lI. 'l u ed that

i n the context o f the COlMlo n s.. arch for peace a nd

stability. it waS vital chat un d e c s t a nd i n 'l s hou l d

q r o... among all s ections of the South African

population that problems can and s ho u l d be solved
thtouqh "eqotiations. Both patties committed

themse lves CD unde rta ke steps and me as ure s to

promote and expedite the no rmalisa tion and
s tab il i sa t i on ot eh Ol sitlUlUon in lin" with the

sp i rit of mutual cr us t obtain lnq a monq the l ea ders
i n vo l ved .

5 . With due coqnisance of the i n t e res t , role a nd

invo lvement o f other patti e, the de leqations
consider it necessary that ..hat ever addi t ional

lu ,ch ll. n isms of <:0"""un1<:,,t10n are needed should be
deve loped a t l o c a l , req i onal a nd national leve l s .

This should ~nabl~ p ub lic g~ievanc~s to be add~essed

pucllfullyand i n good time, a vo i d i n g c on f lic t.

6 _ The qovllrnment h a s unde ~ta ~en to consider the

l H t i n q o f the Stoate of ~e~qency i n Natal as e a rl y

as poss ibl~ i. n l i.qht o f posit ive consequ~nces that

sho u l d ~esult r r o .. this .>.cco r d .

"1 . In view o f tne n~"" c t ecuesuances now emer q i n\l the ~e

.... i ll be an onqoinq r e vie.... of s ~cu~ i ty le \lisIation.

Th~ Government .... i ll give hURedi ate consideration to

~epealing a ll p rovisions of the Inte~nal S~curity

Act t ha t :

a ) r e fer to co.....u ni " .. or the fu ~ therinq thereof:

b) p rovide fo~ a consolidated list :

c ) provide fo~ a p~ohibit lon on t h e publication of

s t a t e Ole n t s o~ " r it i n qs o f certa i n persons: and
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dl prov~de fo r an arecunt. to be depos ited b efo r e a

news pape r may be req i ste red.
The Gove rnmen t wi l l con tinue rev i ewing securi ty

l eqish tion and i ts a pplica t ion to ensure fr" ..

political ac t i vi t y a nd with the v i ew to i ntroduc inq

amend i nq l eqis l"tion at the nex t s ession of
Pa rl i ame nt. The Mi ni s t e r of Jus t ice wl 11 i s s ue a
.st a t e me n t in this ceqard, int"r "Ua, call ing for

eo~ents and proposals.

8. ~e are convinc;ed th"t wha t we have aq r ee d upon tod"y

c an become a mihs t one co. d to true peace and

p ros perity for Our coun t ry . In this we do not

pretend t o be the part i es i n vo l ved i n the p rocess of

s hapinq t he ne w So uth Atrica. We know the re are

pa r tiu co""" i t t ed to peaceful p rog r ess. Al l o f u s

c a n he ncef orth wa l k tha t r oa d i n consulta tiorl and

co-opera tion wit t! eecn oth.. c . We call upon a ll those

who ha ve no t y.. t co....itte d themselves to peaceful

negotiations t o do s o now,

9. Jl.g ainst this backg r o und , the way i s no w o pen to

proceed t o n.. ..ot iation on il new const i tu tion.

£xp l o ra t o ry ta l ks i n tt!is rega r d wi ll be h.. l d ee r eee

the next meet ing wh ich wi l l be held soOn .



APP[ND IX G

Negot i a t i o ns : A S t rateq ic persp e ctive (Noveober, 1992)

No t '" As adopted by t he Nati Oflal Ex ecvci ve COlMi t c e e of the

Afri.c ll n Nll c i ona l Con lJr ess

Th e s trateqic pe rspecti ve of t he A,NC is t he tnn sfer ot

power f rom t he ..hi te minor i ty r eqime to t he people a s a

who l e . This wil l ushe r in a ne .. era Charac terise d b y the

comple t e e radication of the sys tem at apartheid, funduen t a l

socia-economic t r ansformat ion, peace and s tability fo r al l

our people. rhe basic principle und e rpinninq this new orde r

~ s de mocra t i c ..a j ority r \l l •.

r . 8alance o f f o rces

By the e nd of the e iqhties , the s t r ateqic b a hnce o f f or c e s

waS characterised b y :

1.1 rhe l i be r a t i o n movement en j o yed 1IIany advantaqes o v er

the rOlg1lOe, both internally a nd i nte r nationa lly. Al l

t he pilla rs of the steuq"le had gr own lro ll! Stunq t h
to s trength:

• .. very hi 'lh l e vel of .... e s IIIObili sat i on and mus

defhnce had r endered ap a r t he i d u nwor k.a b le;

• t h e buildi nq of t he undergro\lnd had l a i d t he bas is

fo r exerc i s ing politica l l eadersh i p and wa s l aying

a basi s f or t he i ntensification of t he a rmed

struqgle.
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• the world was u n ited iq, i n iJ t a p a nhe i d.

1 .2 At t he s am" time the libe r a tion mov....e n t faced

certa i n object ive we aknesses :

• chanqe s i n Sout;he rn Afr ica were ....Hnq i t

i nc r eas i nq l y d iH icult for t ile ANC in t he conduc t

o f s truqqle;

• t he r e ..as no l e nqe .. a Visible intens if ica t ion o f

t he armed stn , ggh;

• t he int erna t i ona l eOll\ll.un i ty wa s ma king renewed

a t tempts t o impose a se t t lement p lan.

1 . 3 The cr i s i s in Easte r n Europe . and t he r e sultant

changes i n tile r elati ons betwe"m wor ld powers

brought tile iss ue of a ne'lotiate d res ol ut i on of
..e'l i onaL conf l icts eo the for e .

I n t h i s context. South Africa wa s not qa i n q to be

treated as a n e xc e p t i o n . Importantl y, these changes

a lso e" erted ne'" p ressures on t he ..e'l i me to fa l l i n
U ne with t he e me r 'l i nq i n t e r na t i o na l " c u l t u r e " ot
mult i - pa rty d e moc racy.

1 . 4 The a pa r th l!id POWl!r b l oc was no longer a b le to rule

in thl! o ld way . Its po l ic i es o f r epres s i o n and

refonn had faill!d d i s..ally: and it h Cl!d a n I! ve r 

deepen i ng socio - e c onollic c r is i s . At t he Same time

t he libe r a tio n ,"ovement did not have the iowl!d i a t e

capac ity t o overthrow the r equ..e .

1 . 5 All t hese factors se t t he sta';ll! for a negotiated

resolu t ion t o t he so u t h African c o nf lic t . The r l!';I i ",e

was forc ed to unban the ANe and o ther o r';lanisations,

re lease N"e lso n Ma n d e l a and othe r politica l

pri soners. ac know led ';l" thl! defeat o f t he apartheid
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n,
'l0verl\lllen t con t i nue to j ump ship for reas ons of

~ tati9ue ·, · depre:n i.on ~ a nd ~di sl 11 OJs ionment · .

• the r e'l i llle has lost a ll ability t o ar r ll5 t t he
u np recedentltd s ccac-ecoecenc dec line , qrowlnq

u nemplo yment alllC llq both blac k a n d ..h i t e, ttl"

general soci a l di s i nteqrah on a nd spi r al inq eel",,,.

However:

• t he <e'lillle s till cOlllflands VUlt state a n d other

mi litu,y , ,,sources ;

• It continues to e n j oy the .lIpport of powe rful

econo0l1 c forces;

• objectiVity, counter- cevoll,ltionaty violence and

t h e qrowinq potentid for l onq- t e rlll eo un t e r 

revolut iona ry instabi.lity, ac ts a s a r e s o urc e eee

t h e r "'lime .

2.3 Also in the r ece nt pe r iod :

• t he A.'<C hu "stablished itse l f a s a l egal national

poliucal organisation;

• it cOIlm" nds the s up por t of the ma j ority of South

Africans;

• l: he liberation movellent ",n joys th" capacity to

mo bil i s e large-5cale ala S5 ac t i on :

• i t is a ble t o i n flue nce a nd mobil ise the

interna tional coaununi ty.

Howe ver:

t he liberation movement s u ff " . s ma n y organisationa l

we akne s se s :



it does not cOlllllla nd s i gni ti,ca n t military and

financia l res ources ;

it is unab le t o lIIilitar i.l y ee eee e t h e coun t e r 

revolut i ona ry moVement o r adequa t e l y de f end the

peop le .

2 . 4 ~ a res u l t o f ma s s a c t i o n and ne qot iations , SOme

p r ogres s h as been made in the r e c en t pe riod, Some

examples ot thes e a re : the CODES.... Oec:la ratio n o f

In t ent l ~hich e s t abl ishes na tional conse nsus on t he
b road direc tion i n ~hich the poli tical p rocess

Shou ld unto l dl: the Recor d ot Unde rs tanding: and

broad consensus on t he need tor an I n t e r i",

Gove rnment a nd Consti tuent /l.s s elllbl y ,

Thougl\ t he r eq i me hes succ eed ed in d e h ying the

transition, t he r e remains a qro und s ..<lil of support

..ith i n SOCiety as a who le to r a spe e dy r eso l u t i o l'l of

the po li t i c a l and soci o - economic probl ems ,

2,5 I n this con text, the liber at ion move ment is f aced
.. i th various opt ions:

r e s umpti on of the armed struq gle and the pe r spec t ive

of revo l u t i o na r y seizure ot power ;

mass action and international pres sure within t he

broad context of n" got i at ions, until t he ba lance o f

to r c es is s hifted to such an ex t e nt that we s ecure a

n..gotiated surrender from the regim.;

a ne gotiations proce ss combined wi t h eass ac t i on and
int e r na tiona l p r e ssur e whi ch talces i nto accoun t the

need to colnba t coun te r · r evo l utionary fo r ces and a t

the Same time use phases in t he t ransition to

qualita tiv.,ly change the balance ot torces in o r de r



t o s e c ure a thorouqh·qo i n q de moc r atic

t rans format i o" .

2 .6 The se o p tio ns shoul d be we lqhed aqai"st t he

f o l1owinq bacJcqround :

• Th e ANC' s /fational e enrereece r esol ved , atter

welqhinq var i ous facto rs - i ncludi"q t h<l

possibility o f a ne qo tiat ed resolution o f the

South Afr i c a n con fl ic t and t he obj ec tive s i t uat i o n

outl i ned in Section I a hov e - that t h e option o f

a rmed sei .ur e o f powe r was ne i t he r pre f erable no r

v i a b l e a t that j unc t u r • . Th<l c ur rent si tua t i o n

cces no t war r a nt a review o f this decisio" Of

Na t ional Con f e r ence .

• An ap p roach that aims t o sec urt! a neqotiated

surrender from the req ime wil l e nta i l a protracted

pr oce s s wi t h treme ndous cos t to the pe opl e and t he

country.

2 .? Takinq int o acco un t :

• the c apacity Of the libera t i o n llIOveDlent ;

• t he c apacity o f the r e qi,.. to "ndl ess ly d" hy,
while conso l idatin'l its ho l d onto po wer and

restructur inq i n orde r to undetllline f ),lt ure

democratic t ra"sfOnnatio" ,

• th" COSt to t he people and th" coun t ry of a

prot r acted n e'lotiations proce u;

• the n e ed to , a s u r qen tly a s possibl e, addt ess the
d i r e s oc i a-eco nomic ne eds Of the people;

• t he need to preven t a f ur ther c on so l ida tion Of the

counter- tevolutiona r y f orc e s ;



• t he t h i rd o p tion, is t he IlOSt viabl e .nd

pr e f er. b l e .

2. 9 t he libe r a t i o n mo v eme n t , howeve r, should gua r d

.g.ins t be ing c . pt i ve t o a gi v en a pp r o . ch . A

combination o f r e c t oce , i nc l uding the conduct of the

r eg~~" may d i c t .te a need to revi s i t o u r a pp r o. eh.

Ap.n from t he fi r st t wo o p tions , t h i s <II. y a ho

i nc l ude .. much mo r e enh.. ne ed r o le for t he

i nternation.l c ommun i t y in th e nego t i a tions process .

I I I . Negot i ations : ,he Pre fe n ed Option of the Li be ra t i o n

Ho veme n t

3. 1 A peace f ul po lit ic.l settle~ent has alwa y s been t he

f irst o p t ion of the lib e r a t ion move"'en t . I t was o n l y

when t h e p r ospec t of any pe . ce f u l s e t t leme n t

v.n i shed tha t we adopted the penpectiv<l of an arme d

r e volutionuy sei zu r e of po..... e .

On t he o t h er hand , for the re q i llle, it was a fail ure

of antis t h at i mpo s ed t he obU qation t o conc ede t he

ne ed f or a ;>olitical s e ee i e eee e .

3 . 2 Neqo t ia t i o ns t herefo r e rep rese nt a vic to r y tor the

de1llOcra tic IlO ve me n t and a d efea t f or t he f o r ce s o f

...... r theid .

3 . 3 Co ns eque n tly, it lIlus t r emain one o f ou r s t ra tegic

t . s ks t o cont inue t o draw the r eqime onto the

t er r a i n o f t ree poli tica l a ct i Vi ty , pe acefu l

d ellloc r .. t i c actio n a nd genu i ne nego t iations .

3. 4 Delays in t he p r o ces s o f pe ac eful t r ans f o nna tio n .. re

not in the i n t e r ests of the IMSS,!S who se e k

lib eration now, .. nd do not enh ance o ur poss ibiliti~ :;;



'"
to en·e t t fle t rans f onuotion t o q.nuine de.oc: ..a c: y ••

effect ively .nd as .~11y I S ...e should .

I V. ;>nasi. of t ile tMmo<: r a tic ~.volut1on

~ .l OUr 'U'.t~1c pe t s pe<;U "1 .hou l d U k. into ACco unt

t h .- .. t he oe-ocratic: • • voluUon - t Ot t he .tt.~.....n t
o f qjo rlty r ul . - U ptOl:l .o 1n va rious pha"l .

OU r posslbU l t l e.5 hv... t t o u ch phase shou l d 1I0t

be pur s ued 1n .. ... nnu t h... producu de fe aU l .te ..

beelu• • of .. t. ilur e t o " 1<;,oqn 1• • th. d ia leCtic al

t e eee-eeeoec ereo be t "'nn v.rious pha.es .

4 . 2 Th i, s t rneq.c perspective .hould : ec0<;l ,, 1.. the

fol l o.. 1 11<; phas e s , eaCh o ne o f wl'l l c h ha. its

" 1';Iullt 1 t l l ' and o bjec t ive Ind Subjec t ive d....,d, :

PHASE I : The per i od pr l or to t he establ i shment o f
t!'lll Tuns i tiona l t u eut tve Counci l. Un til l s ph..e

... shOIlld il UI t o : Slte", tt en . q t _IIt o n f .... and

hit e lec tions . I n te r 1. Gove rrwent lind Constituenr

As..mbl y: stop unih,tenl rest ruc:t",c inq , b r oaden

the s Pice t or t ree pol l ti~1I1 ac tiv i t y : and IIddr ess
the i ss",. ot viol.nc;e t •

PHASE 2: The pe riod t rOll the es t llb lis hloent ot the

T~lnsltionll Ex ec",t i v . Council l eadinq 1,tp t o the

e i.c t lon o f the Consti tuen t ~ss ellb ly lind t he

n U b Hshmen t of lin I n t.~ l,", Go\ru l\IIle n t o f NIIUonlll
Unlt y. l I n t h is phue ... . hould 1I111l t o :

cons o l ldll te p eace t hr ouq h joint eon t rol Ove r .11

'l'IMd fo r ce s ; e n s un t~ee lind h i r e l .cU ons : lind

_ i llSe f or ill deci.live vleto r y i n t he electionS I .

PHASE ] : The pe r iod o t the drdtinq lind IIdoption

of t h e new constitution by t he Cons t ituent

As.erably . l I n t hi. phill se ... s hould a i . to :

ntllbH.h an I n t . u s Go"Ul\ll1en t I n whi c h t he AHC



"Ould ~ '" ... jor pl",~r ; "'doPt'" new de-entic
OOn,ti t u t ion ; and 't",r t addressinq t he socio

eeono.lc probl~ fac l nll the countryl .

P!lASE 4 : The ""r i od o f tne pl\uinll i n of t he n_

oon,Utlltion. which wil l Incll,1de t ne r e s trllc t u r l n ll

o f the , t ", t ....chiner)" ..nd th.. Ilene r al d i , ...n t!in"

o f the ' yS te" o f ..pa rthdd .

I'KAS E 5: The period o f t he cons oU d.. t ion o f t h.

proc ••s of democratic t r an. fo rmat i on and

..Cons t ruc tion .

4 . 3 At all . t a" houid con.ld. r c a r e fll lly t he

b",hnc. of t o rces. how to c h..n"e that balanc • • and
t h er. to r . pl..c. ours.ive . I n .. position in which ..e

Can d .t. ...! n. t he correct patn t o f o llow to f\l rth.r

t he p r oc• •• o f d.-ocnt i c c n",n" • . I n t h i s eont." t.

t he b ro..d ... " s. s should pl "y a d.ci.iv . rol • . Th.

p r oc.s ' IOUS t be ...ss-c!ri.,.n .

4.4 1'he b a b nc. of f o t c.,. o ur ,pec:l f1 c object i ve••nd

o u r 10nq - t .... qoals "Ould. at . arh st"'"• • d ict..t.

t h e n. ed to : en t e r into spec ific. and perhaps

c h an" i nq. alliance. ; ,nd ... k. eeee.. i n cOll9 r_i " . , 1n
o rde r to protect and , dva nc . th is p rocess .

V. Goals e f

! ltImediat e ObJ.c tives

Liben tio n St r ugg l e . nd our

5.1 The f\lnd....n tal 'leal of t he N.. tion.. l Liber.. t1on

Strll"qle 1S the trans f e r to po..e r o f the peopl e .s ,

whol . ..nd t he ee t ..b U st\lllent o f , united, ncn- r.c: l", l .

no n-sedlt .nd d.OIOc:n tic: SOciet )" . Thl. shollld not

b. c:onfused wi t h t he t-Iedi.te ob)e<: t i v . s ... s. t f or

o u...h'." i n e.en ph...e of the tnns i tiorl . At t he

sa. ti..e . ... should ens ur e t""' t the 1-.:1i .t.



H'
o b j ecc l ve . we po,l ~._ do not IuIY", t il", e f fec t o t

b locHnq ClU E" l o nq• • - t er- <;10 . 1• •

5. 2 Tne oOj ec: tlv., w. I . t . and CAn .It t a l n in eac h pI'l ••• •

.,1 11 depend on the bahne. o f f o<c ... .

5 .3 We '""51: e nSllc e that i n . " cer1n9 .. n .... ph••• , e. \I .

the establ1thaent o f aft Interi. Gove.naentl t he

BL l lI(:& o f t o ren I n tnns f Or-ed qU.U t"tive ly in

favou r o f t he o.lllOCr .. tlC Mov_nt. lO" lIo t l a U on l can

therefore r e s u l t Ie cht poll i biUty o f brin9inq

abO\1t .. ....0 1<:.11y Hando.....:! POl1t ic:al fn_r~

( I . e . c;Mnq inq tile co nJUnc t u re l in .....1ell t he

It r u ll9 1. f or t he . c!li."....nt Of the st r a teql<:

perspectiVe s o f c h i Nation.l Oo!lO<>Cr a tic P;evoill tion

wi ll be ..d v.need i n lIlcr", h.Vou r able cond itions .

5 .4 I n 5.. t t 1n9 ob~.ctlv•• fo r t ne p r lt. e " c r ound of

n"' <;Ioc1at iOns, we ,"Ul t bea. i n mi nd t ha t i n t he ,,,,,In.
on e woul d no t achhve I t the table . t hat wh leh Olle

c a nno t ac h i e ve o n tft. ~ eO \,lnd. Oel'e ndinq o n tile

ba lanc e of ee eeee , we a;'qht no t qa i n e ve r y th inq we

set C\,I t to ,,: fti .v•. Howev. r . I'Os itions .... , dop t

ShOl1l d be i n t o = ed by O\l r l onqer · t e r.ll o b j.ctJ.vu .

O\,l J: co r rect ass.ss..llt CI t tft. bel . nce ot t o . e.s . t h e

S\,IPPO J: t o f the _ saa. and qOOd neqOti.tion tactics .

Shoul d ensure that aut qains Co ns t i tut e . deC l Si"

l e ap fO N. rd .

!I. 5 I n settiflq a b'.ctl..,. s t od ay. our st n .teqy s llou l o fIOt

foc-oIS naJ: J:oo<ly ofl ofll y t he init ial utabUsr-"t o t

d.moe J:acy. bu t a l ao l a ll4 p41 J:haps ... . illlpOJ:tantly l

o n !>OW t o nuJ:t\lre . deYelop aM conSolidate tllat

de->Cr a cy . OU r I tUt.91 ~st a t onCe also t OCllS o n

.nsl1~inq t ha t t he _ ~ucy is IlOt und.rained .



5. 6 OUr b r oad ob, ectives t or the fi rs t t wo pha ses ( u

d istinct f r o .. lonq e r -te .r;:lll qo als ) shoul d therefore

be :

• the es tablishme nt of a d e lllOc r at i c <;onstitution

lNI kinq procen;

• ending the Na tional Pa rty 's roonopo l y of po litica l

POW<tf ;

• ensurinq a c o nt i nu i nq link betw" .n deJlOcra c y a nd
s oc io · " co nomic empow" .r;:IIle nt , mi nimi s i n .. the t hr e a t

to s t ab i li t y and t he democra t ic process.

VI . Enqaqing the Na tio nal Par t y !l.eq i",e

6 . 1 Th" objectrve rul ity i mpos e s a c entral ro le fo r the

ANC a nd the Nat i on a l Pa r ty in t he t rans i t ion. The

ANC is the c ustod i a n of the peace proc"SI - while

th" NP i s the pa r t y in power. Usinq va r ious t OnlS of

struggle, we BluSt e nsur" t h a t the r "g i m" a c c e p t s

mov"",,,n t fo rward in t h" process.

6 .2 This ro.eans that ba hnc" of forces has forc ed onto

the SOuth Af rican po l itical situat ion a

r e l a t i on s h i p be t ween t he ANC and Nat i ona l Pa rty

cha ract" r ised by :

• i n eee fi rst place conflict i n so tar as tbe

regi",e a t tempts to block t he trans ition, and,

• sl!'condly. ccnst ruct r ve inter act i on in pu r s u i t o f

aqrU lII"nts t he r eq i me ha s bee n fo rced t o enter
into .

6 _3 How to manaq" t hi s o;ont r",dictlon in One of our

chall"nq"s o f lead e r ship .



VI I . r he Need f o r a Gove r nJlle nt o f National Unity

7. 1 w.. hav.. al r eady won the demand f or an I nt . rill.

Goverr....n t o f National Uni t y .

7.2 However , we a lso M, ..d t o accept the fa ct tha t eVl!n

afte r the adoptio n o f a n. w co nstituti o n, the

balance of f o rce s .nd the intere s t s of the country

...s a whole may s t il l r .. quire o f uS t o cons ider t he

e s tablis hment o f a Gove rnme n t o f Na tion'l l Unity .

p rovided t hat i t does not dela y o r obstruct t he

proc . " of o r derly trans i t ion t o ",a j o r i t y <ul. a"d
th. t t he pa rtled tha t have lost the elec t ions wil l

n o t b e able t o paral ys e th .. f unctioninq o f

g ove r nment . Thi s i s fu nd4lllentally different to . "

a pproach t o power-shar inq whi c h e n t r enche s veto

p owers fo r mi <lO <it y "a rt i e s .

1. 3 So",e obj ect ives o f a GoverNllent o f Nat i o na l Unity :

• st ab ilit y duri nq t he "eriod o f t rans ition to fUll

d e l!lOcracy; t he en emies o f de",oc <ac y wil l t ry t o

d estab ilise t he new qovernlllen t and ma ke democ racy

unwor kabl e .

• co_it",ent t o , and respons i b i li t y for, the

p rocess: we should seek, e s pec i ally i n t he eatty

staqe s , t o cOlMli t all parties to ac t i ve l y tak..
pa rt i n the p roc ess of d is"",ntl1nq a pal'theid

buil dinq d elllOcra c y end prolllOtlnq de velopment I n

the i nterest of a ll.

VI I I. La y ing the Bas IS t o Mi n i mi se the Threa t to Stabilit y

a n d !lelnocracy

8. 1 The new democra tic qoverrnnel'l t wou l d ne O!<! t o adap t a
wi de ranqe o f lIeasu r es i n o r der to l11n1l1i s " t h l!

threa t to t h e new d elllDCricy . However, s ome of these



'"
me.s ur~s ma y have to be part a nd parce l ot a
nego tia ted s ettlement. The ne w ..overrune"'!; wi l l a h e
n e ed t o take into account the ne ed to ,"..p l o y the

t a h n ts a nd "apaeiHes of a ll Sou t h Atr i ea n s , as

we U a. the tim.. it wil l take to impl emen t a n urgen t

p r0'l rUlllle of advanc:inq t he sk ills o f thos e who have

a ll along been dep r ived .

8 .2 StrategiC eeeees IN .. need to consider r i q h t now ate

the SAD r , SAP, a ll o the r armed formati ons a nd t he

civil ee rvtce in qen"al. tt the t r ansi tion to

democracy aHeces a ll the i nd i vidua ls i n thfl,$ e

insti t utions who lly and purely negatively. t he n t he y

wo u l d serve as tert ile g round f r om ..h ieh the

d esto!lbi li$er s would recruit .

e .3 Not only do these forces have va st po t entia l to

destabilise .. Hedglin.. democracy in t he f utu re , but

as i mpo r t a n tly , t he y have the potentia l t o d e lay the

transition ~ o r a lenllthy per i od 0 : ti./ll e or even ..ak"

s erious attempts to subve rt the t rans ition.

8 . 4 A demo c ra t i c 1I0verNllenr wil l need to r estructure t he

civi. l s e r vice and the secu r it y forc es i.n o r d e r t o

ensur e tha t :

• they are pro:ess ionall y cornpe ten t a nd accountable ;

• t h e y a re r epresentative 0 : SOCi e ty a s a wh o l e

(i nclud i nQ t h r Ou9 h the is.pplicat ion -:o f th..

p r inciple of aftinl<\ti.ve act ion);

• t h e y have the tnteces t s of delD.Ocracy; and,

• the size of thes e ins titut i o ns i s detenoined by

t h e objective needs of the country.



I n t h i s process i t Jl\a y b e necu s a r y t o add r us t he

question o f jOb s ecur i ty , r e trenc hmen t packa",,, s a nd

a ",en" r al amnes ty bas ed o n disclosur e and j us t i c" a t
SOlO.. s ta",e , a s part o t a n"",oUated s e t~lel:".en t .

The n Jl\eas ures wi ll nUd to apply t o all a rmed

f OOlation s and s eee r cns of the c i v il serv i c e .

1I0weve r , t he ava ilabi li t y o f r e s ource s and

e x pe rie nc es o f o t: he r eount: r i u need t o be t a ken i n t o

acco un t .

a .5 It is a l s o ne ce ssary to c o ns i de r othe r po tenti al

counte r - r evo l utionary fo r ces and f i nd wa ys of

en 'laqinq t hem and thei r ma n ba s e i n t he effo r t: to

build a deltOc ut: i c society .

8 .6 One of b as ic quaranten o f sUbili ty wil l be the

i mple.... n t: a t i on ot de velo pment p r og r amme s t o Oleet t he

l e qi tima t;e need and asp ira tion s o f t he ma jorit y o t

South At ricans. This places • s e r i o us <espo nsibi l ity

on the ANe t o de t ermi ne the priori t ies t or
democr a tic socio-economic t<anstonn. t i on.

I X. Reaching t he Ne'lo t ia t ed Se t t lement

'1 . 1 Some elements ot th .. ti nal ne",o t i a t "d s e ttlement

wo ul d t a ke t he tOOl o f multi-latera l (CootSA- t ype

a g r eem" n t: s l . Ot h e r eleme n ts o t t he s e tt l emen t

pa ck.",e wo ul d t a ke t he f OI"lll o f b il aotera l agreem" n ts

between t: he ANC a nd t:he NP - s uc h a ",r eemen t s woul d

bind t he t wo pa r t: i es .

9 .2 Th e t ho r n y quest:io n of t he powers . runc t rons and

bounda ri es o t r e g i ons i n the ne w South Atr i ca ,....y b"

an i ssue on whi ch we wou ld ent e r i n to bila t e ra l

di scus s ion wi t h ene NP and othe r p ao r t:i es and s ee k t o

r e ac h an understa ndinq t ha t t he pa r ties would pursue

i n the Co nst:i tue nt Assembly .



9.3 t he ques ti.on o f a Government of Na tional Unity after

the adoption o f a ne w con5titut1on and the f uture of

~ember, of t he security f orce s and the c i vi l 5ervice

could be <ie alt wi th throu<jh direc t enqaqemen t wi t h

these forces, .15 part o f a bilateral aq r e eme n t or in

multi- l ate ral aqr eame nt s .
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