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BELIEVE IT OR NOT

Again wo refer to the frauduleat 30¢ 1869 covsr s per colored reproduc-
tion, No. 121, A letter dated Paris, Nov. 27th, 1953 from L. Miro, re-
cently received, advised me that I was entirely wrong in my opinion re-
garding this cover,.-and that the cover, in his opinion, is genuine in
every way, thaet ho had examined it carefully and hsd sold it for

661,500 francs, the equivalent as I figure of $2,646.00(7?). That if it
was not all that it should be he would not have sold it, and further, the
buyer was told of my opinion. All of which is most interesting, if true,
I wonder if we have heard the last of this "rare" and unique philatslic
gem, which was probably "fixed" by the notorious M. Zareski of Paris,
France, who incidentally, was the co-suthor with Herman Harst, Jr., of
Shrub Oak, N.Y., of a book entitled, "19th Century United States Fancy
Cancellations.™ Saild book included a "FOREWARD" by Harry M. Konwiser,
fxrom which I quote as follows: /

/
/

"Since i1t is customary to pay public tribute to the research which a
philetelic writer evidences in his contribution to American Philstely, it
can be safely stated that XMr. Zareski hes shown himsslf to be a compiler
and author who éan be rated 'an ardent student of United States Postal
History.' xxzxx We all agree this type of book is a 'much needed work'
for collectors of United States stamps." (end of quote)

Perhaps it would have been better if Komwiser had added, "But it is to be
regretted thet the author had to be the most notorious of all counterfeiters
of U. 5. postel markings and covers."

PHITATELIC AMERICANA

Several years ago & collector sent me some very interesting covers to re-
cord, oune of which was postmarked Columbia, S.C. Dec. 20, 1860, an item
thet is truly "“Philatelic Americapa," bocause at Columbia, on that very
dey in 1860, the state adopted an ordinance of secession from the Union.
What a cover to head a specialized collection of Confederates, or to
include in a 19th Century U. S. ,

HISTORY REVIEVWED

We will briefly review some of the historical events which followed the
action teken by South Caroline on Desc. 20th, 1860. On Jan. 9th, 1861,

the steemer "Star of the Viost" was fired upon in Charleston, S. C. harbor
by South Carolina troops, end during January, Florida, Alabamz, Georgia,
Mississippi and Louisienza seceded. In February 1861, Texzas scceded, and
delegates from the various seceded sistes met at Montgomery, Ala. and
formed "The Confederate States of America" with Jefferson Davis as the
first Provisional President. On March 4th, Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated
President of the U, S. On April 12-13 Fort Sumter was bombarded and




vworfhhs -above are as follows:

Page F246

forced to surrender and several deys later, on the 17th, Virginia seceded.
On the 19th riots occurred in Baltimors. On May 6th Arkanses departed

from the Union and on the 11th thers was bloodshed in St. Louis. On the
20th, North Carolina seceded. During all this time, post offices thruout
the seceded states were opsrated under supervision of the Federal Govera-
ment at Washington, but late in May of 1861, the U. S. Postmaster Goneral
ordered the suspension of ell U. S. postal service in the scceded stetes as
of May 28th, 1861. This proglamation was soon followed by one issued by
the Postmaster General of the Confederacy taking over the postel service as
of June 1, 1861, Ternessee seceded on June 8th, making in all, eleven

states.

Covers used in the seceded states between Dec. 20, 1860 and June 1, 1861
are correctly classified into two divisions, viz:

1) A use after secession, and beforc admission as a state of the Southern
Confederacy - thus "an Independent State" end a cover showing use of
U. S, stamps in the Independent State of =eem=e-,

2) A use after admission to the Confederacy end mrior to Jume 1, 1861 -
thus a use of U. S5, stemps in the Confederate States of America. Examples

1) A cover from South Carolina between Dec. 20, 1860 and Feb, 4, 1861.
On the latter date the state joined the Confederacy.

2) A cover from South Carolina between Feb. 4, 1861 and June 1, 1861.

During June 1861 frequent clashes occurred bstween Federal and Confederate
troops in Virginie, Missourl and elsewhere, and these continued into July
culminating in the first big conflict of the war between the states on

July 21, 1861. This was the battle of Bull Run, also known as the first

battle of Manassas.

Back in Civil War days the road from Washington, D. C. to Warrenton, Va.,

e distarce of 46 miles, was known as the VWarrenton Turnpike, and today

this old road is Route #211. Leaving Viashington it crosses the Potcmac
River and runs west a bit south thru Falls Church, Fairfax and Centreville,
and later crosses Bull Run Creek about 30 miles from Weshington. It was &t
the Stope Bridge across Bull Run where soms of the bloodiest fighting
occurred. A few miles westward down the old road is the small village of
Groveton, Va., and it is this historical village that we would like to tie
in with quite en interesting cover. Further down the road is the small
village of Gainesville, soms 12 miles from Warrenton.

In August of 1862, occurred ths second battle of Bull Run or "Second
Manassas." On August 27th, 1862, a clash between opposing forces

occurred at the Stone Bridge over Bull Run, and the next day, the 28th, the
first day's battle was fought. It is sometimes ocalled the bsttle of
Groveton but usually it is considered as the first half of the secand
battle of Manassas., On the 30th was the major clash. It was a bloody
conflict and the loss on both sides ran to approximately 9000 men.
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Photograph #130, illustrates a cover postmarked San Frencisco, Juno 1,
1861 end addressed to Groveton, Va. Ths 10y rate was paid by a 3¢ ster
die envelope (issued in August 1860), a 5¢ 1857, Type II Brown, and a
vertical pair o the 1¢ 1857, Type V (from Plate 9). This letter
traveled by the Ocean Mail Via Papema to New York, and the sailing dates
of the Ocsan Mail from S.F. et that period were three times a month, on
the 1st, 11th and 2lst.

Hore is a cover with a postmark with e date of June 1lst, 1861, the date
the Confedsracy assumsd aole control of their entire postal system. In
acdition, it is addrossed to a town in Virzinia, a Confedorate state,

in vwhich was lccated the capitol of the Confedsracy. And further, the
letter was delivered to the addressee, and in all probability around the
25th of June 1861. A month later, Groveton and surrcunding territory, was
destined to be the scene of the opening conflict of a lonf and bitter

civil war.

I was asked the question - "“How come this letter to Virginia wae delivered
after June 1, 1861, a period when Virginia's postal system was under the
control of the Confederacy?" The answer 1s obvious as the C. S. A, was
not in control of all gections of the State of Virginia,

U. S. STAMPS USED IN THE CONFEDERACY

The U. S. 30¢ 1860 is priced "on cover" in the 1954 S. U. 5. « $10C.00, but
if you hed one in fine coadition to France, (for exsmple), from Mobile,
Ala. oa Jan. 20, 1861, it surely wvould be worth more than an ordinary
cover, It would eclassify as a "30¢ 1860 to France used fromn an Independent
State," Covers with historicel connsctions are bound to assume more and

more imporivance as the years slip by.

It is a great mistake to conslder so meny classes of Civil War historical
covers as "Confederates" as, for example, "Prisoner of VWar," "Bloclkade
Run Hail," "Flag of Truce covers," "Southern Letter Unpsid," "Express,”
"Patriotics," etc., etc. Specialists in Confederate postal history
fonture such groups. Vhy is it thst so many fine collectinns of 19th

U, 5. ignore them? They ere as much a psrt of U. S. postal hisitory es a
VWestern, & Railroad, & Packet or & Pony Express.

INDEPENDINT STATE

Perhaps in using this classification it is well to bear in mind thet the
states that saceded from the Union in 1860 and 1861 were of the opinion
thet vrd er the Constitutlon a state lmd s perfect right to withdraw from
the Uninn. However, this opinion was not shared by the Washingtcn
Government and the ssceded states were considered as in a2 state of
rebollion egainst the Federal Union, and naturally such rebellion was

sub ject to suppression.

»
REGARDING MAIL FROM THE C. S. A.

__MAY - JUNE 1861

The following is & notice that was issued and publ¥shed by the postmaster
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of Mobile, Ala. on Mey 78, 1861. It will be noted that the postmaster
did not believe that thore would be any interference with the passoge
__.——of mail from and 10 tho Confederacy and foreign countries thru Federal

o territory as long as the Confederate and U. S. postége was prepaid.
The following is the notice, quote:

“In snaver to many enguiries on the subject, I can state, from official
informetion, thet mail metter for the United States and other foreign

: countries will be forwarded to its address upon the payment of the
Confederacy postage, in money, and the foreign postage in United States
stamps. Persons who are insufficiently supplied with United States
stamps, and who desire to continue their correspondence with that and
other forelgn countries, would do well to buy their supplies before the
1st prozimo., &8s none will be sold at this office after that dats.

With regerd to letters from Europe, I will state that mail mutter on

which the foreign postage is prepesid in full, will, in ell probzbility
reach its address upon the paymnent here of the Confederacy postage. Unpaid
European mail mestter for offices in the Confederacy will probably rsmzin
in the New York or Boston or in the dead letter office in Washington until
the parties to whom addressed make arrangements for the payment of the

postage there.
' LIOYD BOWERS, P.M.

P. O. Mobile, Ala., May 28, 1861."

We wonder sbout those paoplé who purchased U. S, stamps before Juns lst
on Mr. Bowers advice? ouch supplies were of no use in the seceded states
end it was not long before stamps of the "OLL ISSUES" became invalid for

use in the Federal States.

MAIL THRU THE LINES IN SIXTY-ONE

The Tfollowing notice appeared in the Louisville Daily Journal on June
8th, 186L, quote:

"Postma st er Speed received instructions from the Postmaster General yes-
terdey morning to discontinue s8ll further postal communications with the
so-called Confederate States, the office at Memphis elso having becn dis=-
continued. Correspondeants will tlerefore take mtice. It should be re-
mombered that express companies and individuals even, sre permitted to
carry letters end packages, vhen such letters and packeges are enclosed
in Goverrmont envelopes. By teking advantage of this provision of the
United States postel law, correspondents may send their favors to the
Seceding States, although st an extra cost sand at considerable ;.’nccnven-

iencs."

In the same paper, issie of Saturdsy June 22, 1861, ths following order
signed by the U. S. Postnaster General was published, quoto:l

/
*THE SOUTHERN MAILS--Instructions to Postmasters: The Postrzsier General
has issued instructions to the postmasters in relation to the suspension
of mail service in the states of North and South Carolipa, Florida,
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Georgia, Alobame, Miseissippi, louisisna, Texas, Arkanses, end in
Virginiz, excspt the Vestera portion thereof, in which ths rails were
s8till transported safely. '

The following are the instructions: The use of United States stemps

and stempod envelopes by the discontinued postmasters is nothing less

than embeczla:ment, end carnot be recoganizsd by any postmssters as a
payment of linitemd Statee poustage. All postmasters ere, therefore,
imnedietely upon the zecelph of any letter meilsd from the mentionod
states, coring to or through their post offices, and whether appearing to be
prepaid or pot, to hold it for postage znd trensmit it directly t the
Dead Letter Oftize, to be disposed of according to lsw: but 1f the letters
actually srrive at the office of delivery they may be delivered upon pay=
ment of vostage, as upop letter wholly unpeid.

The seme order will be applied without further notice to all letters
mailed (prepaid or not) at any discontinued post office, whether bereafter
discontinued by special order, or by general discontinuance of service inm
the diatrict or state.

No letter or package can be forwarded to its address through the United
States meils except from foreign countries with which this government

has postal treaties, ualess regulerly mailed et one of tle esteblished
post offices of the United States, snd the postege thero regularly prepaid.
All matter not thus malled must be forwerded without delay to the Dead

letter Office at Washington.

Ko ma2il pouch, sack, or lock can be sent by any postmaster to any point or
place where such service has been discontinued,

All pouches, sacks, or locks coming to a post office from such discontinued
offices and routes will be retsined and sent to the proper depositing

offices.
M. BLAIR

Postmaster General."
In the seme paper, issue of June 2?5, 1861, the following appearod, guote:

"NEW POSTAL ARRANGEMENT: Postmaster Speed recelved sn order from the
Post Office Department yesterday to forward all Jetters to their destina-
tion from tha Southern Confederacy for loyal stales es unpsid, after re-
moving postage stemps and other evidences of prepayment, save, in the
instance of foreiga letters upon which prepayment is compulsory, which
letters must be sent to this Dead lotter Office under the late rule c the
departmeut will thea be sent to their propsr destination in due time; an
oxtra force baving been employed in the General Post Office to facilitste
their distribution. That description of mail metter intended foxr

louisville had not yet becn reached."

All during July of 1861, and for pert of the followirpg Avgust, quantities
of meil was transported by rcute agents of the Adams Express Co., and the
American Letter Express Co., betwecen the cities of Louisville, Ky. end
Nashville, Tenn., which was at that time within the C. S. A., but on
August 10th, 1861, President Lincoln issued a proslinmation ferbidding such
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conveyance, declaring that all communications between, {quote) "the
insurgont states or the people theoreof end the loyal states is un-
lawful.® U, S. Postmaster General Blair followed this up with a
proclamation on August 26th, 1861, in which he suthorized the arrest
of any express egents engaged in carrying mail metter to or from the
Seceded States: The following notice appeared in the louisville
Daily Journal of August 26, 1861, quote:

"ALL MAIL INTERCOURSE STOPPED: In consequences of the President's
proclamation, Adams Express and American lLetter Express Company
1ssued orders to &ll their offices to cease immedistely receiving
letters for the Confederate States.

The Postmaster General hos issued the following order: 'The Presi-
dent of the United States directs thet his proclamation for the
16th, interdicting commercial intercourse with the South, shall be
applied t¢ correspondence.

'Officers and agents of the Post Office Department will, without
further instructions, lose no time in putting au end to the written
intercourse with those states by causing the arrest of any express
agent or other person, who shall after this order, receive letters
for transmission to or f'rom said states, and will seize such letters

and forwerd them to this department.'! /
Signed: M.BLAIR, Postmaster /Gsneral®

In the same paper, the following news item appeared on ~ugust 30,/ 1861,
quote:

/

"The American lLetter Express Comneny messenger's last trip to
Jouisville sterted in Neshville et 7 P.M. August 28, 1861, the messenger
arriving in louisville at 10 A.¥. on August 20, 1861.

As the messenger was handing in his saddlebags at the Company's office,
s U. S. Marshal claimed them,; and took them into custody.

This procedure was followed because, since the messenger had left
Nashville, the Post Office Department.had issued orders to intercept
all mail from the South.

The messenger was brought up for hearing before the marshel, but was
freed when Co-owner McGill of the Compeany seid the sgent was blamecless,
and the American Letter Express Company was suspending business,

The authorities kept the mail, but returned the saddlebags."

BY FIAG OF TRUCE

In later months, arrangensnts were made to transmit censored mail by
"Flag of Truce," the principal exchsnge belng made thru the lines to
014 Point Comfort, Va. (in Federal hinds).

PRISONER OF WAR AT BULL ROUN

Photogroph No. 131, illustrates a "Prisoner of Var" cover and also the
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letter that was eaclosed. It was from a Union soldier captured
during the first battle of Bull Run and is asddressed to his mother
in Vermont. The Battle was fought on July 21, 1861, and this
lotter bears the datcu line of "Richmond., Va. July 24  1861." It is
_the earliest Civil linr Prisoncr of War cover known, so far as 1 am
aware, and is doudtless unique iu that respect.

letter and envelops are both in pencil and the following is my
analysis of the cover, the markings and trensmission. In my opinion,
the letter, written a8t Richmond, was in some manner given to the
Adams Express Commeny with payment to the Company to convey it "thru
the lines.™ No doubt the writer put the U, S. 3¢ 1857 stamp in the
upper left corner. The Express Company took the letter to the
Richmond post office, and paid the Confederate postage of 10¢g, the
rete required Lo Nashville, Tenn. The clerk handstsmped the Richmond
“"PAID 10" in the upper right corner. This is partly under the other
3¢ 1857 which was ettached at Louisville snd canceled. The Clerk
cenceled the 3¢ '57 in the uvoper left with a Ricbhmond posimais which
was witbcut any dote in the center., The letter was then harnded back
to the Acdams Company for convevance thru the lines to Louisville, Ky.
(Note:- This was established prooedure et the time and later).

At the Adams Iouisville office their moTk ing dated MAus. 7, 1861" was
applied (two weeks in transit). 7¢ U. S, 1857 was attached and the
letter placed in the Touiaville poqt of fice vwhere the stamp was can-
celed and the envelope postmarked the seme day, Aug. 7, 1861. + wWss
then sent on to the mother in "Vernon, Vermant."

- "THE EARLIEST KNOWN P OF W COVER"

The letter that was enclosed in this rare cover is very interesting
and T am quoting it just as written way back in July 1861, over 92

yeaers ago, quote:
"Richmond, Va. July 24, 1861

Dear Mother: .
We have been through the terrible battle of Manasses snd
came out safe and sound though prisoners of war. I and Philander and
two others ware ceorrying a wounded man off the Tfield snd had to go

very slow and stop oftemn. Ve had to carry him 2 miles snd we fell be-,
hind the srmy while we were doing up his wound severel of the confcder-
ate cavelry rode up and of course we had to surrender. 1 and P. did
not get s> much as a scratch in the action though a ball tore my
cantesn 0 pleces and another cut the buttons off my coat. One took a
certridge out of P's fingers as he was loading his gun. My right end
left hend man were both shot so you sec I had a small chance for life.
We passed through the field of battle after we wers taken on cur vay
to the Jjuunction and such a sight I hope never to see again., Our road
was filled with ghastly and bdloody corpses many of which were out of °
all bumzn shape. Dead horses, dead and dying men viere plled together,
friend and foe occupied the same bed end quarreled not. A Tew yeers
ago I could not have looked upon such a sight. My short experienca in-
war bas made a wonderful chenge in me. We are treated very politely
by the officers thet have charge of us, have plenty to eat that is
good enough for anybody and nothing to do. We think we are ’'quite as
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well off as if wa were in our own Reg't. I don't know how lang they
will keep us but they will probably exchangs us for prisconers on ths
other side or let us take the oath not to take up ams ggainst the
south, At any rate we are very well off @s ws are and shall not have
any fighting to do as long as we are here, but I hope we shall be re-
leased socn for I want to hear from thy friends at home which I
suppose is impossible as long ss we remain prisomers., X will write
to you again if I can ina few days, if I @ not don't borrow suy
trouble on my account for I assure you we =re fareing the best we
heve since I enlisted and of course our pay goss on just ths same. I
suppose 1 could not get & letter fyxom you so it would be of no use

for you to write to me at present. I must close now so0 goodbye
Your affect son

; Alber:"
{end of quote)

I have a record of 8 similar cover, from the same writer bhut of a
later dete and without the original letter.

It is surely the story behind the cover thst lends so much interest
and surely most anyone would 'be intrigued by the above bit of philap
telic Americana and they woulda't have to be a philatelist or even'a

stamp collector.

Photogreph 4132, 41llustrates a cover with a 30¢ 1860, (S. U. S. #38),
used fron San Francisco, in September 1861, to london, Englsnd. / Ve
see uvnes of this 30¢ stamp on covers to Prussia and to Fraaca in 1860
end 1861, but hers is a cover to England snd if 1 have ever seen &
similar item, I bave no record oi rscollection of same. {(a 3C¢g 1860
to pay the rate to Great Britain).

/
/

To all of us, covers with the ?4¢ rate to Britain, are quite fomilier,
but what abcut a cover to Britain with e payment in postege of 30¢g? 1
believe that in our endeavor %o put together interesting philstelice
collections that we try to amcquire the nnusual, and this 30y 1860 cover
certeinly falls into tlet category.

From July 1, 1851 to July 1, 1863, the rete to Great Britain from Csli-
fornia or the Pacific Ccast was 29¢ per 1/2 ounce, as compared to 24¢
from the Eastern part of the country, therefore, this cover shows this
29¢ rate with en overpsy of 1¢. The 30¢ 1860 was one of the "old
stamps" that was demonctized in August and September 1861 but ths "old
stamps" were valld for postage in the Pacifiz Coast stetss until he A

ary 1st, 1862, v

There is another minor featurs sbout this very unvsaal cover. It siowg

.no "credit" of Britein's shars of the 29¢ rste. Inasmuch as the proper
credlt depended on the nationality of the Atlantic crossing, it appears

that the San Franclsco office applied no credit, kaving no advancs
knowledge whether it would be despatched from New York by "British
Packet" or "American Packet." If the farmer the credit would have been
19¢, if the lstter, only 3¢.
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Photopreph #133, illustrates & cover which I seriously doubt if
many collectoers would cuestion. Hers is a folded letter dated
Now York City June 8, 1849, and sddressed to New London, Conn.

It bears a pencanceled copy of the 5¢ 1847 and & 2¢ local stamp of
"Swarts'! City Despatch Post," New York, N.Y, - 3. U. S. ;713612
(see 1954 S. U. S, psge 438). Such a use and combination has a
cataloguz value of 3$250.00 and such covers ere of course rare and
highly desirsble. In addition, the cover bears a red "U. 5.
EXPRESS MAIL -~ N. YORK" postmark, & red "5" and a red oval marking

"POST OFFICE o SWARTS — CHATHAM SQUARE.™ The 2¢ Swarts stamp 1is
the derk greenm snd it has & red PAID cancelation which is barely
legible in tho photograph. In my opinion, this wass originally a
"stompless cover" and gecuine in every respect except that neither
stamp was used on the cover. The Jetter was given tc Swaris to
convey to the "Post" - in this instance to the route agent bound
for Bostcn aboard the "U. S. Express Keil," Swaris was paid the
sum of 2¢. HNo payment of the 5¢ U. 5. rate to New Londcn was made,
hence the mail clerk handstamped the letter with a "5" or 5¢ due
on delivery. Here was a stampless cover with very little value to
wbich some "fixer® sttached two stamps snd forthwitn a very "rare
cover" wes produced. It does pay to be cureful.

(END OF ISSUE NO. 34 - JANUARY 1, 1954)
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With thie issue I am including an Index to the Contenis
of the FIRST SERIIS 1951-1952. With tho March issue, en Index
to the SECOND SERIES 1952-1953 will be included and with the
May issue an Index to the THIRD SKRIES 1953-1954,

This Index has Yonk been delayed and

is hoped it will

prove useful.
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ASHBROOK SPKCIAL SERVICK (Third Sories 1953-54)

ISSUE HO. 35 - FEERUARY 1. 1954

CORRUCTION QF il ERROR

iIn last month's 1ssuo of this Service on page 245, I stated that at

. ——6olumbie; . €. on Des. 20, 1860, the state of South Carolina passed

“he "Ordipence of Secession.® Er, Van Dyk liacBride very kindly

called my ettention to this error. The Convention convened at
Columbia on Dec. 18, 1850, but becaouse of an epidemic of small-pox,
vhich was prevalent in the city, the Convention adjourned the nexti day
to Ckerleston, S. C. and at thot city on Dec. 20th, 1860, adopted the
Crdinance sececding from the Federal Union.

In the finely specialired Confederate collection of kr. Barl Antrim of
Mampa, Idaho, is a U, S. stamped envelope - a 3¢ Star Die. It is ad-
tressed to Statesburg, N. C. and is plainly postmarked, "CHARLESTON DEC.
70, 1860 - S. C. Quite an important dste and city in American history.
I have en idea that such a cover is far more rare than a St. louis Bear.

RIGISTERED MAIL

Agein we refer to the fact that from July 1, 1855 to June 1, 1867 re-
gistered feos verec payabls only in cash end not in postags stemps. 14
via3 unquestionably thz original intention of tho Washirzion P. 0. De-~
partment to discourags the use of any markings on a8 letter thst would
1dentily such as rcgisterod. s~nd surely a 5¢ stamp on 2 3¢ letter
would hove meant "REGISTERED.Y

A correspondent hes recently furnished me with the following from en
Eastorn REEspep 3T dated Morday, July 2, 1855, quote:

TREGISTERING LEITERS.~ The sysiem of reglstration of veluable letters,
prescribed by thz Post Office Depariment, went into operotion yesterdey,
tae 1lst inst, The regulations provide that , on peymeni of a roglstra-
tion fao of five cants, a recelpt shall be givan by the Fostrasier vhen
a letter is mailed, and extraordinary precaution to be used in its
foruarding and delivery. It iz not to be confipsd to monzy lsiters,
bat eny letter will be rezistered which the owner coasiders valuable,
but for which the Deporiment do not meke themselves liable, Postmasters
bave been instnicted %o make no record or marks upon rezistered letters,
by which the fazt of their comtaining monsy or other valuablss ray be
suspceted or mde known." (end) /

Eridently a 5¢ siemp wiith 8 3¢ would have identified a registercd
loetter a3 a vsluzble or a "monay lettor.”™ There was no 8¢ ratc. Re-
gistered letters required payment in cosh of the registration feo at

Yhe time of meiling. ¥
. /
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THE FPOWY EXYRESS

Philip H. Ward; Jr. in his column in "Mekeel's," issue of Doc. 18th,

1953, publichad soms very iaterssting coxrospondencc between an
fTicial of the Overland Meill Co., (operzting the Pony Express),

and tbe Third Assistant P. M. General, and dsted, June 1861. For

wost-bound mail to go via the Pony Express it was necessary to ad-

dress same to the Pony rrpraoss Company et St. JO°eph ¥o. East--bound
r2il from the wost was carried by Pony "outside of the mail™ and en-
ercd the U, 5. Mail et St. Josepnh for transmission to addressed destina-

tion,

iriting from the New York office of the Pony on Juna 2lst, 1661, the

Treasurer of the Overlend Muil Co. imguired of if. Blsir, the U. 3.
P. M. G, as followa:

“low the object of the presen’ is to ask of the Department *thet =uch
suvelope mey be mailed herc, delivered to Ponv kxpress apent at St.
Joceph and by Yony Lxpress mallcd again 8t Placerville, for its destins-
tion, without an sdditioml stemp." (end)

In other worde, i7 a psrson in the Last wishsd to send a letter Lo come
point in Califoinia (for excmple) did he have to prepsy the U. 5.
vostage of 10¢ cnd in addition, the locel rats in Celifcrnia of 3¢ iT
;hﬂ letter was placed Zn the msil by the Pony Co. at the end of the
cate et Plagervilile? i

elr, the Third Aszistant P. /M.

ante of June 22nd, 1851, o elr,
X #s, (quoting from dr. lard's columa):

; Teplied as foﬁ“c

YFOST OFFICE DEPARTIIENT
Finance Office, June 22, 1861

I hava to acknowlodse tha recsipt of your letier of the Zlizt inctant
hy il propsid pack Pon:
by %

J O-If\"‘h

GEeS, d011vared to the 'Agent of the Pony
ha FOatﬁuuuP; at vh?u o‘fica, n“" be msi_pd
1

al

Led
Ls ¥

ville for the
extracts frem, postal laws of tﬁc Seszlon of 18¢ O-u', vith
£ to postmasters,? publishsd by the P. il. General oa %the 1lst
sto a copy of vhiich I eacloze hsrewith, it is axpresely siated
e 5, thst 'sueh packages cconot be remailed witheout a2dditional
age, ab the resuler mate, ¢ boe rremid at the point of remallizg.?
es it proper to 2dad that tls instruetions on this subjcet were
kno"n bafore pubdblication Ho John G. Cemp, fzq of the "Overlspnd #ail
Company,¥ and vhut they reoceived his ungualified asacnl.
You will parceiﬁn thorefore that the request conteined in your
cormunication is inadmiszsible

"
1

{ O er
H ']

va

O

Ll

- r’

t=s CF
d
(2]

511 cr of
e X
0
"J

o]
o]
% e

r)r

1]

o]
oo

-y

A, No Aevc.-.yF
Frec.'k Cook, Lesg., Third Aest. P. ¥. Gen'l.
Treasurern 0vur¢_na Meil Co.,
No. 84 Broadwey, N.,Y." (end of quois)
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I wes surprised to read the above because 1 have never seon a Pony
Expresc cover showing two paymants of U. S. postage, to bo ex-
plicit - (1) by U. S. lail to the Pony Agent at St. Joseph, and

(2) from the Pony Company to western destinstion dby U. S. Mail.
Our foremost authority on Pony Express covers is that native Cali-
fornian, lir. Bdgar B. Jessup of Oekland, Celif., a great philatelist
and student of our postal history. I inquired of ir. Jessup if he
had evaer seen any Pony Ezxpress covers thsi showed two such paynents
of U. S. postage. His reply under date of Dec. 31lst, was not only
very interesting but quite informative. I quote in psrt as follows:

"I was shocked wher I read the artiole by liard =~ that is the quota-
tion from the 3rd Assistant Postmaster General.

/

/

I do nct have, and I do not romember ever seeing, any Iony ccéers

which had additionel postage on them for heving becn picked up &i

this end cf the Pory lina. OFf course, Pony meil was not always de-
livered to the Post Office Department et Placorville, whos its dostina~
tion was Sacramento or San Frencisco. In other words, I have never
ggen an example such es Frederick Cook, Treasurer of the Overlsnd

¥eil Company, presents to the Postmaster General.

1 have Pony examples originating 1n Marysville with the $2.00 Pony ad-
heslive tied on by Merysville hslls~Farge ond sent to Sacramento where
it was back stemped, the same day upon receipt. The faco of thsi somc
cover shows an Eastern dispatch by Pony the next day. . It besrs the
£%. Juseph official postmaris arnd its dastination was-lMeine, with
nothing dbut the 10¢ 1855 envelope in the wzy of U. S. postage paid.
This is an example of Esst Bound.

I glso have a Y.est Bound cover, drooped off by Pony st Sacrsmcnto, with
destination Vallejo. It was carried by tho Post 0ifice Departmsn% from
Sacramento. the Pony dasiination, to its final destinsition &t Vallejo

Post Office, by the Government, but no additional postege was resquirsed.

These letters which Phil Werd cquotes have a very officiasl bearing and

cxzcept for the misuaderstanding of the question whieh Cock .asks of the
Postmaster General, it cdoes secm as though the Post OfIice intended to
collect additionsl postage whencvar they were remailed to their final

dostination through official post. Don't you think it is odd we have

never seen such & cover, or have you?

This is & very interesting contioversy 4c me and I do hope that you get’
it solved." (end of cuote)

Can any owner of a Pony Express cover show two peyments of U, S. poatege?

THE 186$ ISSUE

EARLIEST RECORDED DATES IN THE ASHPROOX RECORD

The following is a list of earliest known dates of uso in my records,
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compiled over & pericd of 33 years.

l¢g - Bay 2, 1869 - The 1954 S. U, S. gives April 1, 1869, but I have
no record of cuch a8 use, ,

2¢ = March 30, 1869 - S. U, S. listing from my rocords.

3¢ = Morch 30, 1869 - S, U. S, gives March 27, 1869 - mo record in
my liles.

6¢ - April 30, 1869 - S, U. S. 1listing from my recorda.

10¢ ~ April 7, 1869 - S. U. 3. gives april 10, 1869.

12¢ - April 5, 1869 - S. U. S. listing from my rocords.

15¢ - Type I = April 3, 1869 -~ S. U. S. listing from my records.
15¢  Type II - UMay 23, 1869 - S. U. S. listing fyom my records.
24¢ - April 7, 1869 - S, U. S. - no aate.

30¢ Yoy 15, 1869 - S. U, S, lists lMay ?9, 1869.
90¢ - Sept. 9, 1869 - S. U. S, listing from my records.

1Will yocu please look over your covers and if you can show any earlier
use will you kindly advice me.

PEITATELIC LITERATURE

Last month there wes 8 sale in MNew York by Colby of o portion of the
philstelie Jibrary formsd by Ralph Kimble of Chicago. Tho prices/
roalizsd dcrionstrated that there is undoubicdly & conmstent and grovw-
ing demand for standsrd philatelie works, many of which have become
library itcas.

Back in 1910, Charley Severn, for many years the capablc ediior of
“Melieal¥s VWeckly," published & little booklet on the "SANITARY FAIRS
& THEIR ISSUES." I pote tmt & signed copy "fetchcd" ths sum of $19.00.

A signed copy of Clarsace Brazer®s "PROOFS & EIZSAYS," (1941) brourht

$17.50. A copy of the revised Choso 3¢ 1851=57 (1942) eold w $9.00.
The 1929 Edition is now a library itcm and prodably worth iwice as
much or mrs, 4 becok theat 15 in Gemand apd is scarce is the Buzope
Klein, "U. S. WATERUAY POSTMARLS" (1940). A copy without ‘the supple=
neat, sold w $1i6,00, I will gladly poy the btuyer & subustantial profis
if he will sell, Cne o the finest bits of philatelie literature of
rocent ¥ears is the Csrroll Chsse -~ Cabeen beok on "U. S. TIRRITORIALSH
(1950). A copy sold « $18.00. The Achbiook two volumes of tie 1l¢
1851-57, =o0ld & §35.00., The Brookmen two volumes of U, S. 19th

Century (1947) went at $12.C0. :

Back in 1938, the late Ermest Wiltsee suthor ed a superb volume,
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"THE OLD WISE SIAMERS." It is not oaly “chuck full®™ of valuoble
datm but 1tc story of the mnrly Cealiforois mnil is uswel ane;nutﬂng
‘If you heve & copy on your book-shelf, yoa heve a m=m. . 4 co v ih
this sale bmught $21.00 An excellent favenimeat. Wi tscze's
"PIONEVR MINER & PAGK MULE EXFPRESS" (1921) sold % 422 0. /

Auction catalogues of outstandinb colleciions ere items which/ chould
be bound end preererved: A sel of the illustamied catal guss of ihe

Edward 5. Knspp collection realized £19.00. This est i+ & r-=suias
text book on Jyih U. 3. poctal history-

A copy of the Valcotf "CIVIL wxR PATRIOTICS™ sale (.755. T Lz e
$17-50. The following e smme other outstanding sales: | Brown sele,
1949 ~ 37.50. Hind Sale, 1933, U. S. and Coufederates, $10 00.

Ewing 19th U, 5. 1940, $4.C0.

I pote that tha fyitish 4. M. Tracey Wocdword two vo ‘VN' '
STr1PS OF Jalal, ' an editfon of only 100 (1923), brovy: :2?
Lnny stendord 1feme were migsing in thic esle, but porucos €
be offered latsr, as for exemple, the Luff took (1202) coa "L
the Bible of Averican philately. Copies of the GREEN 5,155 iz the
1940%s, The Ridgway Yook on color srd m=ny othe wvaluabtlsz phils
reference bocks.

Back in the middle ninetesn twenties, Elliott Perzry rrconctruei-d ihe
picte of the 10¢ 1847 and publishsd & very fipe artic.e on U :
in the "Collectors Club Philetelist," official quarterliy
the Collectors Club of New York Uity, illvstreting each
positions with helf-tcne engrevings. Ho also ueﬁc“~bud B
tail the plating charascteristics of eech position. Thz =z

azticles ron in the "C. C. P from July 1924 to July 1?22
At that time the COLlecuOIS Club only had abamat 700 meniba;

less then & thousand perheps only about 800 of ihe mapozi
ed cach quarter, which sccounts for the scsxcisy of copir:
Porry erticle. There is no question but what worth whiixs
es Perry's plsting of tho 10¢ 1847, shovld be publishod i.
let form, so thst thsy would be svailable for the collecio

of fuiure yeers.

On rare occasirmns files of the "C. C, P." with the Pax ?y axhi
aceompanylng illusvraetions coms up 8t aucitior end invarizlil ;
in the hundreds of dollars. The rscent Kimble sale did o1 have & file

I% is my roecollection thst thare a2ro only *io "“Pnu tIucset nistas

the 10¢ 1847 in existence today. one is ip thie biller cellooiion &b i

Yew Yoxlk Fublic Library snd the other is the oue puu togethicy Ty the

late Frank Sweut of sattleboro, liass., eand now the property oi his 503

Elljott Perry wes the first student to rocconcstiruct the iC¢
/
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end at the time he aAcoomplished the wark he mas philatelic sacretery
to the lote Ernest R. snckerm=n of New Jersoy, who in the early
twenties, owned the finest collection of thc eighteen brty- sevens
that had ever been gathered together.

The reconstruction of the 1Q0¢ plate was posaible becauss of the exz-
tensive recutting of the frame lines of the design after the plste hud

‘been trensferred. In eddition, because the stamps were printed in a

black inlk, which evidently wes of 8 superior grade.

In comparison, the frame lines on the 5y pluote were not rccut, & brown
ink of poor quality was used, and this "sticky"™ msterial had & tendency
to "gum up" the plate and meke it difficult to clean. Honce little
trace was left of the necessary identifying plsting marks that make
poasible a reconstruction of & stamp plate. In my opinion, no student
vwill ever be able to make a reconstyuction of the 5¢ 1847 plate from
singles, strips and pai:rs.,

In the Brookman two-volurme book on 19th U. 5., the suthor illustrated ou
page 43 {Vol. 1) two interesting varieties of the 5¢ 1847. OCnc ’hed an
oxtaension at top of the right vertical frame line ~ the otber an ex-
teasion at left of the tor horizontal freme lins. The suthor desiguzicc
these as "faulse plate variaties" which is corract, because we have no
evidence that tis 5¢ plate 1tself had any position showing eny such
"extended lines." In other words, & "printing varieir."™ Mr. DBrookman
made no mention of this variety ia the 10¢ wlue and such s ..-,ta...p W
unknown to me until I ran across a8 copy recently.

Figure No. 134 jllustrates a fine copy of the 10¢ 1847 vith an exteusion
atv left of the top horizontal Frame linz., One wonders how suveh & thing
occu~red if there wes no sach extended line on the plate? W¥as the web
shset lifted from the plete in such & wey that soms of the ink “ran®

aud formed such an extension to the left end of the top line? I1If so,
why didn't this also occur st the laft end of the bottom line? I have
soen perhaps a dozon coplss of the 5¢ with extended frama lines buwt this
is the only exsmple I have ever run scross in the 1lCg. Back in ths
early ninsteen twanties I had ovar 400 of the 10¢ in my collectiicn.

This stamp is 32R1 tut I hav=s no record of aany other 32R with an extanded
line at top left., It does seem very strapge thst this type of Miak
variety" is unknown enang similar shaped and framed stamps, such es; for
example, the 3¢ 1851-57 or 12¢ 1851, or 12¢ 1057 - Plato 3. Frone lines
were recut oo plates of these values but I do not recall eny stamns

from such plstss wlith "extended lines" that wers not consistent piste
varieties, Why should such extenced lines occur on the 5¢ and 10 1847
and the variety be unknowa among the 3¢ 1851 orl2g¢ 18517

1857
2¢ CIRCULAR RATE

Photograph No. 135 idlustrates ouite an intersstiag cover. This is =
white envelops, postmarked in red "BRIDGEWATER - MS JUL 25, 1B86O."
It lnma a 1¢ 1857 stamp tied by an odd shaped ringless grid im blue, of
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which & tracing wes photogresphed below the stamp. It is addressed to
Candie, N, H, and in manuscript is "DUL 1." Fhy Dus 17 This pisco
of mail was sent unsealed, bence it must have been & pisco of printed
eirculer mail, en envelope with printed matter. ©On prge 81 of Vel. 2
of the Ashbrook book of the U. S. 1¢ 1851-57, is a table of rates for
circuler mail during the decade 1851~18€1. The rete was fixed by the
Act of August 30, 1852 at 1¢ per 3 ounces if paid but 2¢ if unpaid.
The Act of Januery 2, 1857 required prepayment of postepe on printed
matter, OSurely the Bridgewater piece of mail could not have waipghed
ovor 3 cunceg so why was 14 due st Candia? The enswer is thst evidonily
two circulars were aclosed, and the Depsrtment charged not only by
weight but by number of circulars forwerded. The Act of August 30,
1852 very pleinly stated: Yxxxx the rates xxx shall be es follows, to
wit: Yach newspaper periodical, unsessled circulsar, or other article of
printed matter, not exceasding three ounces in weipht, shall be seni to
eny part of the United States for one cent, xxx etc." DNote that word
"each." 1In ell probability a great many tusiness firms sent out printed
matter thet wes considerably below three ounces in weight so to take
adventage of this, more then one circular was quite often enclosed. 1
imagine this practice became quite widespread in the middle fifties
snd caused the P, H. G. to issue a special "Regulation" regerding it.
The first notice thet I have found of such a "Regulation" appeared in
tho "P. L. & R." of 1857 (July) and resd in psrt as follows:

(Regulntions ~ page 54) quote: "SEC. 119 - Unsesl3d circulars, advertise-~
ments, business cards, transient newspapers, and every other article of
transient printed matter, (except books and packages of =small publica-
tians, as above,) not weighing over three ounces, sent in the mail to

any part of the United States, are chargeable with one cent postagec each,
to be prepaid by postage stamps. Yhore more then one circulser is printed
on a sheet, or a circular end letter, each must be cherzod with s single
rate. This espplies to lottery and other kindred sheets essuming the
form end neme of newspapers; and the miseellaneous matter in such sheots
must also be charged with one rate. A business card on ea unsealad cn-
velope of 2 circular subjects the entire paclket tn letter postage.
xxxzxxxxx It is the duty of the postmaster at the mailing office, as well
as at the office of delivery, carefully to examine all printed mutter,

in order to sce that it is charged with the rroper rate of postage and
to detect fraud. At offices where postage stamps cannot be procured,
postmesters are authorized to receive money in prepayment of postago on
transient matter; but they should be careful %0 keep a supply of stamps

on hand." (unquote)

Pho tograph No. 136 illustrates two examples of the prepzid "two circular
enclosed" rate of 2¢, one a tuff envelope, the other a printed price
current from Baltimore, with the pen notation "2 Price Currents.”

It is rether interesting to note that if a business firm printed thoir
business card on an envelope enclosing a printed circuler, it subjectcd
the piece of mail to letter postage, i.e., first-class mail,
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EARLIEST KNOWN USE OF A 1¢ 1857

TYPE V STaMP FROY PLATE 10

Again kindly refer to cover No. 135. The 1¢ stemp on this cover is
from the top row of Plate 10 - Its plate position is 3R10. This is
the earliest use tlet I have ever run across of & stamp from this
plete., My One Cent Book, Vol. 1, gives Dec. 21, 1860, but here is
a use much earlier - July 25, 1860.

FROM CALIFORNIA TO FRANCE

DECEIBER 1850

Photograph No. 137 illustrates an extremely interesting and rare

cover of the early days of the Ocean Mail (Vis Panama) from California.
This 18 a blue folded letter with date line inside of "San Francisco,
November 30, 1850." It 1s postmarked “SAN FRANCISCO 1 DEC CAL" in the
femilisr red-orenge ink of tnat office, of thet pariod. Tha letter is
addressed to far away Bordeaux, France. My records show that the |
U.S.Mail Steamship "Orepon" deperted from San ¥Francisco with the Kastern
mail end "treasure" on Sundey, Dec. 1, 1850. Going Via Panams by the
Ocean Mail to New York, the le tter was sent scross the Atlsntic to
England and thence thru Celais to its French destination. The trip
occupied a total of 53 dsys. I wonder hov incredulous the writer would
have been 1f somsons would have told him that a century later such a
letter could be sent in less thesn a week's time. It doubtless would
have seemed beyond the range of possibilities,

An analysis of markings on this pilece of m2il is quite interssting.

Here is the story - The writer was charged postage at the Frisco office
of 56¢ and whon the letter reached the foreign division of the New York
post office it was sent by & ship of the famed Collins Line (American
Packet) to England. The payment of 56¢ st Frisco paid the U. S. postage
merely to the British frontier. After reaching the london office it
was the sams 88 a letter origineting in England and sent unpaid to

. France. The French rated it with 28 decimes due, or the equivalen'b of

about 53¢ U. S.

To right center is a London p.m. in orange with "PAID - 20 JA 20 -~ 1851,"
Tris indicated that ell the U. 3. postage had been paid. Under this
merking is the familiar Sen Francisco "PAID" in red-omngs snd slightly
further to right is the S:F, rating "j_" also in red-oraage. These two

combined show “PAID 56" at S.F,

In lower left is a straight lins "CALIFORNIA." This is in an oily orange
ink, very similar, if not the same, ss the london postmaric, waich leads
me to surmise that this merking might have been applied in England. 1
wonder why.

What eabout the rate of 5 ¢? This was the U. S. internal of 40¢ plus the
Atlantic crossing of 16¢g, thus payment only to the British frontier.

Such pasyments could be made when meil was sent by the American Collins
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Line. Perhaps you have noticed the merkinz which was epplied in
later years at New York - "PAID ONLY TO ENGLAND.®

Ships of the Collins Line ssiled from New York weekly on Saturdsy-.
In 1850, Dec. 23th fell on Sgturday but evidently the Dec. lst
California mail failed to reach New York in time for the Dec. 28th
sailing, so this letter was held over until the next sailing on
January 4th, 1851. Kvidently the Atlantic orossing occupied 15 daya
a long trip, but probably die to severe winter westher.

A PAINT JOB

Photograph No. 138 illustrates a very cleverly faeked 10¢ 1857. This
wes a 10¢ 1857, Type V stamp from Plate 2, which was changed by some
skillful "ertist"™ from a Type V to what purports to be a Type I, in
brief, a "paint job", an unused o.g. B.U.S. j#31 with a catslogue vaslus
of $500,00. Incidentally an unused ;35 - the Type V, lists ¢« $9.00,
thus from 39.00 to 3500,00 with @ bit of paint, & brush perhaps, a bit
of skill, a lot of steady nerves and infinite patience. The 10¢ Type
V is described in the 8.U.S. as - "The side ornaments are slightly
cut away. Usually only »ne pearl remeins et each end of the lower
label, but some copies show two or three pearls at the right side. At
the tottom the cuter lins is complete and the shells nearly so. The
outer linmes at top are complete except over the right "X." (end).

The Type V comes from & plate, which was made in the early part of 1859,
All stamps from the plate esre Type V. 7This plate had a grainy surface,
not highly polished, hance the great majority of stamps show m slight
film of the green ink. The stamps have incomplete side ornaments and
should not be confused in any way with the stamps that come from Plate
One, end known as Types I, II, III and IV.

Illustration No. 139 shows the full die design, ornaments complete on
four sides. Illustration No. 140 shows & typical Type V design, a bit
"shorter™ in some respects than usual copies., Compere this i{llustration
with the painted No. 138, and it is plain to see where the "artist's"
work was very good and where it was very poor.

STAPS TO BE FEATURED IN LIFE MAGAZINE

. IJI
It is stated in New York circles that an illustreted article in cnlor
on rare postege stamps will be festured in a February number of Life

Magazine. Rare spocimens'aﬁ:’m*“ from a number of well-known collec-
tions will be illustrated. FPhilatslgghas gons &8 long way in the mst

“thirty or forty yeers. At the turn of the cantury an adult yho collected

stamps tried to keep his "hobby" to himself. The advamced collector
of the present day is a student and a scholar and he regards philately
not only a8 a science but as one of the safest and soundest forms of

. scientific investmenta. Stocks go up and stocks go dorn, and when timss

go bad, bonds froquently default but in the past half a century there

bhas hardly been a time when sensible philatelioc investments have not

proved the safest of the safe., As an example, the eighta?n forty-sevens -
/
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thoy haven't mace any more of these in over a century, Day by
dny in evory way they become better end better.

Well do I remember the days befors radio when a well-kncwa merber

of the A,P.S, by the name of Diamond of St. Louis wes in the hadbit of
attending A, P. S, Conventions snd pleading for an appropristion for
newspsper publicity. ALl ke vanted was just £2,000.00 por yesr %o
inform the public of the joys of philately. Iittle did ho dream that
in a few short years to oone that our beloved avecatiocn waild receive
free public ity by radlio, television and the prese thet would have cost
more than his wildest dreams, sand now "life™ is o Teature a story on
rare postagy stamps. What better subject could the publishers hava
selected? '

(END OF ISSUE NO. 35 - FEBRUARY 1, 1954)
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U. 5. POSTAL HISTORY 1 | /

SOMETHING THAT I NEVIER KNEW BEFORE
Prior to 1845, postage rates in this country were regulated according ;b
distance and ths number of sheets of paper the letter conteined. This/
was the prinzlipal rceason why envelopes were so slow in being adopted by
the American public, as a letter of & single sheet of paper enclosed in
an envelope rated the letter &s two sheets of pasper, requiring & double
rate of postegs. OJongress passed the act of Merch 3rd, 1845 (effective
July 1, 1845), chanzing the old system and rating Tirst-class meil Ac-
cording to distance and weight. As.for example, the law rcod in part,
quote - (Sec, 1): "For everv singls letter xxx conveyed in the mail, for
any distence under three hundred miles, five ceuts, and for cny distance
over thres hundrod miles, ten cents, and for a double letter there shsell
ta charged Gouble theso raten; eni for = treble letter treble thoss nrates;
and for a guadmple lstter, quadruple these rates; and every letter or
parcel not axceediogm hal® " ap_ounc3 in weight, shall bo deemed &£ single
lotter; and every additionsl weight of half en cunce, or additional weight
of laqa than hel! an ounce, shall be cherged with an additional single

postage.” (ungucte)

%What I would like to omphasize about the above, is that thero were "treble"
or "triple ratee" of postage estcblished by the ebove Act of 3 x 5¢ and

3 x 10¢. These retes ware ir eflect when edhesive postage stamps were
lssued to the publio in July 1847,

The Act of March 3, 1851, (effective July 1, 1851), reduced the rata of
pcstege from 5¢ end 104 to 3¢ {(prepeid), end Sec. 1 of that Act resd in pert
az follows, quote: "That from and aftor the thirtieth day of June, eighteen
ondred and fif%y one, in lizu of the rates of postage now established by

'1mw, there shall be charged the following rates, to wit: For every single

lobter xxxxx conveyed in the meil, for any distuence between places in the
Unlted States not exceeding three thousand miles, when the postegs upon such
letter shall have tecn prepaid, three cents, end [ive cents when ike. postage
thereon shall not have besn prepaid; end for any distance exceedins three
thouszand miles, doubls those rates for every single letter or papur, when
conveyed wholly or in psrt by sea, and to or from a foreign ccuntzyy, for any
distance over twenty five hundred milas, twenty cents, and for eny distance
unider twenbty Iive hundred miles, ten cents, xxxxxx and for & doubls lstter,
thare shall be charged double the rates above 'specified; and for a_ treble
letter, treble thoss rotes, cnd for a quadruple letter, guadruple ithose rates,
and every letiter or parcel not exceceding half an ouncs in weight, shall be
deamed a single letter; snd every additionel weight of half an ounca, or addi-
tional woight of less than half an ounce., shall be charged with an additicnal

single poctage." (unquota)

Again I desire to cnll attention to tha fact that‘the above Act provided for
a triple rste of postage lor domestic mail.




WHLY I DID NOT XXNOW

Weat I wisa to un'raaﬁz- iz thesge remarks iy she faoy vhet fur & owo years
period, app&:; by Loom July 1, 1849 watil Jaly 1, 1851 shar: WAa 7.0 (r.;.,r.‘:;
g arize & :rin;a SEte o pnftsgp in the Uzited Suatuu. Of what facy 1

WED Tov l_J &guq anb watll witzin recent weeks whox prool wes auam;zzaa to
sy dy M. Maurice C. Blake of Brocicline, Mess. No triple wate of posivage
wzy rocozrized by tho Washingioa Depertment for thy two years period, July
s, 1849(?) to July 1, 1851, bicause the method of rating thut was dscioncd
wC be la elfcet waz as follows:

A sinzly lacser, zot over 1/2 ounce.
A _double letter, not over 1 ounce.

However, if a letter weighed in excess of one ounce, four rates were charged.
Io other words, a letter weighing over ome ounce but not over one and a half
ounces was charged, not three rates, but four rates.

This feature in our postal history is very interesting from several angles.
For exemple, as it perteined to our 1847 stemps. These two stemps were in
uso from eerly in July 1847 to July 1, 1851, & four years periocd. For the
first two years there were triple rates of 3 x 5¢ and 3 x 10¢, also 5 x 5¢
and 5 x 10¢, also 7 x 5¢ and 7 x 10¢, but from July 1, 1849, (exact effective
date not dofinitely established et this time), to July 1, 1851, there was no
such rates as 3 x 5¢ and 3 x 10¢, or 5 x 5¢ and 5 x 10¢, or 7 x 5¢ and 7 x 10¢

In the Harmer Rooke & Co., ssleo of Februery 3rd, 1954, Lot 715 waz an 1847

cover that had two 10¢ 1847 and a 5¢ 1847, 25¢ paid. It was from Rouse's
Point to Plat tsburg, N.Y., a distance of only about 20 miles. 1t was a legal
size envelope and the date of use was March 4th, 1851. In manuscript was

"Due 5." I imegine that the person who mailed the letter found that it did

not weigh over 23 ounces, hence only required five rates, hence prepaid it with
25¢, as per the custom prior %o July 1, 1849, but because thers was no 5 x 5¢
rete in March 1851, ane of the postmasters, either at Rouse's Point or Platts-
turg, added "5¢ Due,™ thus a letter over 2 ounces but not over 3.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION /

For the sum of 10¢ one can obtain from the "Supt. of Documents, Vashington,
D.C." & small publication, entitled, "Postage Rates 1789 - 1930 -~ iAbstract of
laws passed befween 1789 and 1930 fixing rates of postage, stc.” ‘No mention
is made in this little booklet of the fact that there was no such & thing as
a triple rate for the two years periocd.

BRITISH SYSTEM (F RATING

For meny yesrs, prior to 1840, British rates of postage were governed by dis-
tences, but in that year, a letter weighing not over 1/2 ounce, required a

.8ingls rate of 14, (one penny = 2¢ U.S.), over 1/2 ounce, 2d, over one ounce

but not over two ounces 4d. This method of no triple rafs was in effect thruout
the British Isles until the latter part of 1865, when triple rates werc recog-

nizad'
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THE UNITED STATES ~ BRITISH POSTAL TREATY
SIGNED Dec, 15, 1848 - KFFHCIIVE Feb. 15, 1849

In the original draft of the U. S, - British Postal Treaty, the rate of
postage was fixed at 24¢, for a single rate, not exceeding 1/2 ounce in
“wolght, No mention wes msde of higher rates or what was loter termed
"PROGRESSIVE RATES QF POSTAGE."

In the early psrt of 1849 final details were srranged for putting the
Treaty into effect and these were added to the originsl treaty ss 24 addi-
tional "articles." Article XXIV stated in part - "The present articles so
far as they sre mot already in force, shall come into operation on the first
day of -July next." (1849), article IX of thase "additiomal articlss" pro-
vided thaet the progressive rates be as follows, quote:

"For every letter not excseding half an ounce in weight .....ONE SINGLE RATE
hbove half an ounce, but not exceeding one OUNCE .sesesssassssaTh0 RATES
hbove one ounce, but rot exceeding two OUDCEE seeeesssscaras.FOUR RATES
etc., etec., etec." .

Thus it will be moted, first, that there was no triple rate of 3 % 24¢ pro-
vided in the Treaty snd sccond, that the U, S. postal officials bowed to the
demands of the British and embodied in the Treaty the British method of
rating, end third, that prior to July 1, 1849, there was a triple rate of
domestic postsage in the U. S., but that the domestic method of rating was
chonged to conform to the method provided in a postal treaty vith Great Bri-
tain. One wonders why this treaty should have required any change in ths U.S.
method of rating domestic mail? While the U. S, iriple rate was restored by
the Act of March 3, 1851, no triple rate was recognized on mail %o or from
Great Britain until after the British had mdopted a full half-ounce scale in
1865. (See pages 4, 5, 27, 28 and 29 of this SERVICE re - triple rates to
and from G.B. effective April 1, 1866, also photographs ;17 and #19).

THE ACT OF MARCH 3, 1849

Congress pessed the Act of March 3, 1849 end it starts off this way -

"That the better to emable the postal treaty with Great Britain to go into
sffect, etc.,™ I haeve long been familiar with this law but I always regarded
it as & meesure that was passed solely to legalize the method of ratirg mail
as provided in the U, S. - British Treaty. It never occurred to me thst
this bit of legislation had any intention of changing the domestic rating of
U. S. Mail. I will quote this Act in full so thet readers cen see for them-
selves thet no refercence is made to any chenge in the rating of domestic

mail, quote:
YalN ACT

Malking esppropriations for the service of the Post Office Departmsnt, for the
year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eight hundred and fifty.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of America in Congress assembled, That the better to eneble the postal tresty
with Great Britain to go into full effect with equal advantage to both

countries, letters shall be mailed as composing one rate only where the letter




Page #267 /

doea not axceed the waight of a half ounce avoirdupois; where it exceeds a
half ounce but doos not exceed an ounce, as composing two retes; where 1%
exceeds an ounce tut does not exceed two ounces, as composing four rates;
where it exceeds two ounces but does not exceed thres ounces, && composaing
six rates; where it exceeds three ounces, but does not exceed four ounces,
as composing eight rates; and in like progression for esch additional ounce,
or fraction of an ounce, and that each rate shall be subject to the full
postage charge; thet letters refused, or which cannot be delivered, may be
immediately returned to the detd letter office, and thet newspapers not
sent from the office of publicetion shall be charged with the same postage
as other papers, % be pre-paid.
Approved, March 3, 1849,"
(end of quote)

In the book on U. S. Postege Stamps by John Luff, reference is made to the
above act in the "Appendix," pege 389, and surely this reference was made v ith
the thought in mind tlmt it referred merely to mail to be forwsrded under

the U. S, - British Postal Tresty. Here is the reference in the Luff book =
"act of March 3, 1849, Section l. Hates on letters transported under the
postal treaty with Great Britein," following which is the "retes of. progres=-
sion." No reference to domestic mail.

{“
/

CaVE JOENSUN, POSTilaST iR GENERaL

Cave Johnson of Tennessee wes the U. 3. Postmester General in the cabines of
President James K. Polk, from March 4, 1845 to March 4, 1849, It was under
this P.M.G. that much was accomplished in postal legislatinn and the improve-
ment of our postal system both foreignm and domestic. The treaty with Great
Britein was arranged uand put into oparation unler his direction and super-
vision, and one can a@scume that the act of March 3, 1849 had his approvai and
in all probatility it% was Johnson who requested its passage. OUne wonders if
it was Joanson's intention to have this act apply only to mail conveyed under
the British Treaty or did he inteand that it spply to all U, o, Mail? 4t ony
rate, Jacob Collamsr of Vermoat, becsme the new Postmaster General on Merch
4, 1849 i1 the cabinet of Presideat Zachary Taylor, end it was P..l.C. Collamer
who sigped the ™Additionazl articles" to the British Tresty on May 14, 1849,
{effective July 1, 1849). One wonders if P.M.G, Collamer was in favor of
doing away with our triple rate and eadopiing the British system, end hence
toor advantage of the ambiguous wording of the aAct of March 3, 1849 to issue

'‘Regulation" ordering the change. =+t this writing I have no record of his
issuam:a of such a regulation or the exact date when the act of March 3, 1849
went into effect, but assume it was July 1, 1849, as that was the effective
dote of the "Additional articles" to the British Treaty.

P. L. % Re

"P, L. & R.'e" were issued by the Post Office Department in 1847 and sgzin in
18'52. Thase books were titled, "Laws & Regulations For the Government of the
Pogt Office Department, printed by order of the Postmamster General." If
P.M.G. Collamer issued & "Regulation" changing the domestic rating in the
Spring of 1849, it would not be found in any subsequent issue of a P. L. & R.

There waes a semi-official Postal Guide published :l.n haahington by the name of
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the "United Stetes Fostsl Quide end Officizl Advertiser:" I bolieve that
this was a monthly publicetion with Vol. 1, No. 1, being the July 1850
Isgus. Its editors and proprietors were Peter G. Vashington and Charles
M. Willard. In the snnual Report of the P,M.G. for 1849 (Dec. 3, 1849),
a P. G. hashington was listed as the "Auditor" of the Post Office Depart-
ment. It is my recollection that he hsd been connected with the Depart-

ment for a number of past years. The 1850 Report gives J. W. Farrslly as
Auditor. .

POSTAL GUIDE OF SEPTIZBER 1850

In the above Washington-Willard publicstion for September 1850, psge £69,

is the following, quote:

"letters to and from places within the United States and its territories

are single, when not over & half ounce; double, when not over one oﬁnce and
not over two ounces, quadruple and so0 on, there being no triple or quintriple
etc. rates. Rute to be charged aocordingiy."

In the July 1850 issue of the above publication, (Vol. 1, No. 1), pare 13,
is the following, quote:

"1/2 o2, 1l 0zs 2 0Z. 3 O2.

Letters not over 300 miles .oeeee 5 10 20 30
Letters over 300 mileS sevecesess 10 20 40 60
Dropped 1etters ceccsscsssscancses 2 . 2 2 /2
letters by British Mail sesavives 24 48 96 In44" :

For the sbove informstion on the 1850 Postal Guide I am indebted to Mr. Philip
H, Ward, Jr.

“THE BOSTON AlMANAC FOR 1850%

I am indebted to Mr. Maurice C. Blake for a copy of a small booklet with the
above title. On poage 149, under "BOSTON POJ OFFICE" is the following, quote:
“Iotter Postage. All letters (with the excertions specified below) weighing
half an ounce or less, are rated as single letters; over half an ounce, and
less then an ounce, 2 double chargo is made; and itvwo mdditionsl cherges for

e

I am also indebted to Mr, Blske for the following. A large broadside was
issued by the Boston Post Office, 20 x 7?6 inches, headed, quote:

"SCHEDULE OF MAILS AND POSTAGES
POST OFFICE, BOSTON,
- AUGUST 1st, 1849

Williem Hayden
Postmaster.”

In a section headed, "NO. 8 Internal or Domestic Yostege" is the following,
quote: "Every letter, not exceseding half sn ounce in weight, is raied with
a single chorgs of postage. Every letter over half an ounce, but not ex-




—

R

= /
e

.

Page 4269

ceoding one ounce, in welght, is rated with two charges of single postage.

Every letter over en ounce, but not exceedins two ounces, is rated with
our chorges of siagele postage. Every lsttor over two ounces, etc., etc,”
unguots) ,

THi P, L. & R. OF 1852

On page 102 of the "laws" scction of the 1852 P, L. = R., the Act of March

3, 1849 is given &s sbove quoted. There is a footnote which reads, quote:
"For scale of progression above one ounce - see 4th Art. postal treaty with
Great Britain, and Yth article of the details under it. The act of 3d
March, 1651, provides & scale of helf ounces througih-out in respsct to
domestic postages which is extended to postages with the British North Ameri-
can provinces, but leaves the former scanle in force in respect to all other
foreign letters." (untuote)

Note the wording, former scale, which surely referred to the British type
scale which had besn put into effect by the United States Postmaster General

on July 1, 1849(?2),

On page 62 of the "Laws" section of the P, L. & R, of 1852, certain articles
of the sAct of Merch 3, 1845 is given. At the bottom of this page there is a
footnote which reads, quote: ;

%Scale of progression above one ounce changed by act of 3d Merch 1849, bat
in respect to dome3tic letters and letters to or from British North American
provinces, restored by act of 3d March, 1851." (umquote)

This feotnote wns entirely overlocked by me until my sttention wes directed
"to it bty Mr. Blake. There is pobt & singzle word in the Agt of March 3rd,

1849 thet mede any chenge in the scals of ruting domestic first-class mail,
yet the abtove fcotnote states that ths scale as setiforth in' the #ct of Macch
3rd 1845, was chengad by the sct of March 3rd, 1849 and restcred by Act of
Zrd of March 1851, It appeers to me that P.M.G. Collamer tock it upon himself
to read his own interpretation into tha 1849 Act,

COVERS WITH 1847 STAMPS

Whet does all of the above mean? It msans principally this - A cover with a
single 5¢g and 10¢ 1847 stamps if usced before July 1, 1849 shows a rete %nat
wes -leget-and-recognized by the Washington Department., If such a cover shows
& dated use between July 1, 1849 and June 30, 1851, inclusive, it shows u rate
that wes not stated to exist by the Washington Vepartment. Perheps such &
rote was legal, perhaps it was not. The Iz tter would dopend cn whether %he
Act of 1849 referred to 21l U. S. Mail, foreign snd domestic.

A cover used after July 1, 1849 with singles of the 5¢ end 10¢, with such &
payment recognized, could meen that the postmasters of origin end destina-
tion were either ignorant of the "no triple rate" or did not believe that
the addressee should be cherged with four rates if the letter weighed just a

fraction over one ouncé.

SINGILES 5¢ ~ 10g 1847 ON COVIR

Domestic rate covers with & single 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 sre excesdingly scarce
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and command fancy prices. Such a cover slows the "entire" 1847 issue.
Becsuse there wes no triple rute for two years of the four yeers that the
stamps were in use, accounts for the scarcity of such covers. In the
Brown ssle, held Oct. 30th, 1939, Lot 175 Was a cover with superb singles
of the 5¢ and 10¢, the cover, a folded letter(7) used from Buffalo, N.Y.
on "aUG 18" to Lockport, N.Y. No year of use was given in the catslogue
and I regret thet I did mt record it st the time but I assume it was

s either 1848 or 1847, perheps the former. The sale price of $1,100.00 was
mest surprising to all in attendance st the sale, of which I wes one,
Never before bad such an item reelized anything near such & figure. I
wonder if the buyer wss buying "condition" or was he aware that such a 15¢
rate cover wus only a recognized rate for the two years period, 1847-1849,
The latter, I seriously doubt.

In my files I have records of other covers with singles of the 5¢ apd 10¢
1847, tut in elmost every case there is no evidence of the actuel year use.

Mr. Maurice C, Blake is entitled to full credit for digging out the facts
regording this very interesting phase of our early postal history. He is
engaged at present in prepering en erticle for publicstion in one of the
prominent philatelic publications. It will doubtless appear at an early date.

COMF EDERATE STATES POSTAGE STaIPS
C_‘ Earliest Known Dates of Use
{(in the ASHBRGOK RECORDS)

Way back before 1920 I sterted to seerch for covers showing the earliést
known dates of use of Confederate stemps and for & number of yeers I had
the able essistance of my old friend, the late Edwerd S. Knmanp, of New York
City. In leter years, the assistance of the lste Stephen Brown and in re-
cent yesre of Lawrepce Shenfield and Ven Dyk Maclride. Searching for early
dates of use hes lopg been a fascineting pursuit, because quite & Ahrill

can be had in turning up "an earlier" than any on record. Here is my up-to-
date record of the earliest known (to me) Confederates:

S. U, 8. No. 1 5¢ Green Litho. Oct. 16, 1861 j

n b 2 i0¢ Blue "  Ha L Nov, 8, 1861 /

L LI 10¢g * " Patterson July °5, 1862 -

" "3 2¢ Green " March 21, 1862 :

" L | 5¢ Blue " f 4' 1862

" w5 10¢ Rose . " 10, .1862

g " 5u 10¢ Carmine " = June 2, 1862

" "6 5¢ Blue - Typo - London - april 16, 1862

" "9 5¢ ° " Local = Aupgust 15, 1862

" "8 2¢ Brown Red secascosssssssnnuvees Hay B; 1863

" " g O BINE cssassesnunesssanseess April 23, 1863

" "0 10¢ Frame Line Blue eveeecessssse April 19, 1863
i " "l 10¢ Blue -~ Type I = Archer s..e... April 23, 1863
o J "1c 10¢ Blue = " I -K& B ..uese. Dec, 24, 1B64

" u)e 10¢ "  II- Archer ...... May 1, 1863

" "12D log * ® JI-K&B ...0s0. Jan. 7, 1865

" "z 20¢ GI'@el ocessescsssssscnsssscase June 1, 1863
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(Note:- The earliest cover in my record of the 20¢ green is June 1, 1863,
however, it seems probable thet the stamp wns actuelly put on sale &t
Richmond as early »s april 20, 1863. This sccording to newspaper items.)

hAdvice of any earlier uses will be greatly apprecieted. Practicaolly all
of the earliest dates liusted in the S. U, $. ore from my records.

UNITED STATES STAMPED ENVELOPES /
Barliest Knoim Dates ol Usse /
(4in the ASHBROOK RECURDS)

RED a) 3¢ 1853 - July 6, 1853 (not positive year use)

RED B) 3¢ 1853 - July 7, 1853

fEP C) 6¢ 1853 - July 31, 1853 f
GREEAD) 10y 1855 ~ april £5, 1855.

Regarding the ebove. While there is on No. A, & manuscript memorandum of
"July 6/53" there is no sctuasl evidends the year-use was 1853, / However it
has a Nesbit seal on the back. Some authorities believe this is the earliest
known use of a U, S, stampaed envelope, hovever, in the old "Philatelic
Gazette" of Juns 1915, the lste Dr. Victor Berthold published an erticle
describing what he claimed was a use of a 3¢ stamped envelope postmarked,
"Boston JUN 17." He illustrsted this envelope end also the letter that he
claimed was enclosed. The envelope was addressed to Mr, O. S. Chafes,
Mansfield Centre, Conn. The letter was headed, "Boston June 16, 1853, Mr.
Chafee, ~ Dear Sir, etc. efc." This envelope did not have the smell Nesbit
seal on the back flap and some authorities claim that all of the first
issued Nesbitt cnvelopes had the seal, hence it was doubtful if the letter
was actuelly conveyed in this particular envelope. Dr. Berthold listed ten
envelopes with uses from June 16, 1853 to Dec. 2%, 1853 and stated that only
three of these had the seal on the back flap.

A use on July 7, 1853 has never been questioned to my knowledge, so it is a
matter of opinion vwhich of these three '‘envelopes is actually the earliest
use, I am inclined to believe that Dr. Berthold was correct and that the
first U. S. stamped envelopes were issued prior to July 6,1853.

EARLILST "POSTAGE ENVELOPES" IN CALIFORNIA

On August lst, 1853, an advertisement appeared in the Sun Francisco newspaper
MALTA CALIFORNIA"which stated that the firm bad just received by the steamer
"Sierra Nevada" a small supply of the anew U, S. Postage Envelopes and the
public was invited to call and inspect them. The "Sierra Nevade" arrived

at San Franeisco from Nicaragua on Sundaey July 31, 1853. She bad connected
there with the steamer YNorthern Light" which ssiled from New York on July 5,

1853,

Regarding the 6y Red of 1B53. All the data I hkave is that the earliest known
use is July 31, 1853. The 6¢ Greem of 1853 evidently was issued in August
or September., I have no record of the earliest use. '

- Regarding the 10¢g 1855. Thorp gives April 25, 1855 as the date of issue, but
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I understand an advertisement appeared in 2 Sacramento peper on 4April
17, 1855, which stated that the new 10¢ green envelopes were on sale thore.

THE _"STAR DIE" ENVELOPES OF 1860

The following is my record of the zarlisst known uses of the 3¢ Star Die:

aAugust ?9, 1860

September 7, 1860
September 13, 1860
September 17, 1860

The 6¢ Star Die is an extremely rere item, und the S, U. &, does not give
uhy guotstion for.used entires or ocut squares. In & prominent eastern
collection, there is sn entire that is poatmmrced "Sep 14" and the ues
was evidently 1860, I have been informed that only eleven used items
sre known to exist.

The 10¢ Ster Die is not rare but it is far from common. &n entire postmark-

ed "Oct 15" is believed to be an 1860 use.

The 3¢ plus 1¢, known as the Comnound, was issued to the public in Degém—

ber 1860 as news items and official records disclose, but mo envelopa is
known used during that month to my knowledge. /

The 1l¢ Star Die evidently was not issued until December 1860, A news item

in a New York paper stated supplies would be placed on sale on Dec. 11. 1860.

(END OF ISSUE NO. 36 = MeRCH 1, 1954)
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THE PONY X)’RESS

Perhaps no ohaptér in our postal history is quite mas exciting and colorful

es the famed Pony isxpress of 1860-1861. f

San Frencisco.and California townz, Oregon and the whole Viest Honét, wos a
long distance from the atlantic Seaboard in those days and it required an
asvernge of four weeks or more to transmit mail or news events from the East
to wost or ths reversa. While the telegraph was in the offing, the only
rapid means of transmitting news was by the U, &, Mall, either by the "Ocenn
¥ail" Vie Peanams, or the "Overland Mail" by stage coach, south from San Fran-
cisco to Los Angeles,thance east nlons the border thru Texas and Northeast to
lissour! asnd to the fartherest western end of the Railroad.

/

¥hen President lincoln waa elacted in November, 1860, the whole country marvel-
¢d ot the fact that the newe of his elaction was relayed to California in a
mettor of daya, instead of weeks. Thst wns 93 years ago last November, In this
day and ago a person con have breskfast in New York and dinner that night in

San Franclseo, but even more wondorful is that today, a person in New York can-
not only hear & persnn talking in San Frencisco, but can se2 him via T.V, To
the teenager I suppose this is just as common place and matter of fact as the
electric ligh%, the automobile, the telephone or the airplane. But to those
oldsters who knew nothing of such marvelous invsntions in their youth, I am sure
it scems very wonderful that they lived during a generation when all of these

inventions took place. g
t

NINETY-THREE YEnRS GO

Ninaty=-thraoe years ago last November, the news of Lincoln's alection wos known
in Celifornia in six days after it occurred. Up to that time it was the fastest
transmission of news from the Easi to San Francisco.

RaPID Mall. CO.MUNICATION

I wonder if any chapter in our postal history will ever quite equal in color, the
famed Pony kixpress, a service established solely for rapid mall communication
betwoen the Eastern Seaboard and the far vest, and by private enterprise was it
ostablished. No wonder the sarious philatelist has great appreciation for Pony
Express covers, Wwhat stories they could relate if they could only talkll

Much has been written about the"Pony" ond “Pony covers," so we will avoid de-
teils and triefly call attention to the two principal classifications of Pony
covers, as follows - covers thet traveled (1) from hest to wusi snd (2) from
Eust to West., 1 call the letter "E w Ponys" snd the fommer, "W K Pomys." Io

addition, both clamsea cen be further sub-divided, but in these notes we will
not attempt a discussion of such. .
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BaST_TO WiST PONY COVERS

There is no question but thet East to west covers sre far more rare then
those that traveled wWest to Eest, Why, this is u fect, I do not know.
Perhaps there are seversl ressons. Did the Pony cerry more mail Esst than
was carried west? Or did reciplents in the Esst keep letters and envelopes,
whereas those in the Vest, as a rule, railed to do so? '

Photogreph No. 141, illustrates a Pony cover that traveled from West to
East, from Sen Francisco to New York City. This is an early use as the
service was inaugursted in early april 1860, This is a thin blue envelops
end the large Pony marking of the San Frencisco Office of the Pony Company
is Sep 29 (1860). It reached the Pony Office at St. Joseph, Mo. on Oct. 10,
1860 or 12 days in transit across that wide stretch of mountains, desert
country end plains between the two ends of the route. The followimng day,
Oct. 11, it was sent on its way by U. S, Mail from the St. Joseph, Mo. Post
Office.

Here we have & typical Pony Express cover; the lsrge blue oval with the running
borse - the blue oval of the Compsny st St. Joe and the double circle postmark
of 5t., Joe, with the 10¢ U, S, rate canceled by the familisr blus "target" of
St. Joe. The 10¢ stemp, a 10y 1857, Type V. Although this letter was carried
by & priva%te carrier, "Outside of the U, S, Meil" from Sen Francisco to St.
Joseph, tho regular rate of 10¢ was required by law. I might mention thet 3¢
was the rate from St. Jossph to New York City.

Photograch No. 142, illustirates & cover thet traveled in the opposite dirsec-
ticn, en £ast to Vesi, with the extremely rere oval marking of the New York
Office of the Pony Company. '

This is a blue folded letter with s date-line inside of "St, Loonsrds 26 July
1860." Thore were two "St. Leonards," one in England end ons in France, 3o
this letter was surely sent across the Atlentic under seperate cover to the
New York O7fice of the Pony Company where it was handstemped on "Aug. 10"
(1860). Two of the 5¢ 1860, Type II, Brown (Plate 2}, were attached and the
letter egain sent under separate cover to the St. Joe Office of the Pony Com~
psny, where it wes handstamped In black eight days later (Aug. 18) which was
doubtless the departure date for San Frencisco, rather than the date of re-
ceipt from New York. Incideatally, the letter was taken to the St.” Joseph
Post Officoe end the two 5¢ stamps were postmerked and cenceled. Date not

legible. ' :

THE IARE DOUBLE OVAL PONY MARKING

The St, Joe marking on this cover is known as the "double ovel" and it was
almost invariadbly epplied on mail from East to West, thus a very rere marcing.

I seripusly doubt if the &verage collector of 19th U, S. hss any real concep-
tion of the rarity of a cover such as this? I auppose I could advise a collector

to make up a very wonderful puge of two Pony covers, one epn Eest to West, the
other a Viest to East, but where would he be able to acquire the former? They

very raraly come up at auction.
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Fhotogrsph No, 143, is an excellent map of the early [rans-Continental Mail
Routes west of the Mississippl River. Route numbered 14 is thet of the

Pony., From St. Joe to Fort Kearney, thru Fort Loramie and beyond at its

most northern point, thence southwest thru South Pass to Fort Bridger into
Mormon country end Great Salt Lske City, thence scross desert and mountains thru
Nevada and California to Sacramento City end on to San Francisco. Mile after
mile, day end night, in rain or shine, snow, cold, etc., and much of the route
thru hostile Indien country, but when bhumanely possible, the mail went thru.
That was typical American private enterprise, of the brand that mesde this nation
the greatest in all the long history of the world. This mep shows the long
round-about route of the stage coach "Overland Meil™ from San Frencisco to the
BEast apd numbered 9.

STAGE COACH MAIL TO DENVKR /
Covers to and from Denver with the oval "Central Overlend™ merking have been
frequently classed as "Pony Express" covers, but such mail in 1859 end 1860
was carried by coach. No. 12 on the map shows the first route thru Kansas
from Leavenworth to Denver and No. 11, the second or "Smoky Hill." /

In passing, note route listed es No. 4, from Salt Lske City to Sacramento,
known as the "Chorpenning Route.® Covers carried over this route ars ex-
tremely rare end are highly regerded by students and collectors of Western
philatelic material.

RUSSELL. MaJORS AND WADDELL /
Our forefathers, who risked their fortunes and their lives to open up the vast
stretches of the westsrn section of this country were to a great degresc re-
sponsible for what americans ere blesced with today. As typical examples, the
great firm of Russell, Majors and Waddell, the founders of the Pony. They
were men of substantial wealth when they risked their all to establish a rapid
mail service between the Mississippi ‘and the Pacific, the Ponmy LExpress. How-
ever, Congress refused the essential financial mid in the form of a subsidized
mall contract which they were confident would be forthcoming, and as a result
their fortunes were swept away and they passed on es poor men. To the great
majority of Americans of this genoration their names mean not a thing, but not
so to the student of *Westerns" and “Philatelic Americanas." And with "Kosterns®
in mind I am reminded of a "NOISY CARRIER® cover which has nover been mentioned
in the philatelic press, to my knowledge, and which I believe has nat recaived

due appreciaetion.

A RARE NO1SY CARRIER
Photograph No. 144, jillustrates the covor referred to. It hes a pair of the 3¢
1851, and the familiar "NOISY" marking in black. Whaet is most unusual about
this cover is the fasct that.the stamps are fied by the postmark of Sacramento
City, Celif. Until I ran across this cover, I hsd never before seen a Noisy
Carrier cover for conveyance by U. S. Mail that did not have a San Francisco

marking.

The ®NOISY CARRILR® wss a men by the name of Charles P. Kimball, originslly
from Bengor, Maine, who emigrated to California about 1850 or 1851, end in
the esrly fifties established @ news and stationery store st 77 long WVharf.
He maintained "mail-bags®™ where customars could deposit mail which be would con=-

— e i
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vey, just before closing time at the l'ost Offics, or to ships of Independent
Lines sailing for Yanams or Nicarague. As there were no lamp-post boxes or
mail collection, the public had to take their mail either to the Jan Francisco
Post Office or to the ships, Kimboll's mail-begs saved his cliecnts this
trouble and for which no charge was made, to my knowledgo.

kiail sent by the Independent Line ships "Via Panama" bear New York postmarks,
es likewise, moil “"Vie Niceragua." Kimball had special handstamps to dis-
tinguish various classes of mail deposited in his bags.

"NOISY CARRIERS" - "SaCluu.kN10, Cnl." .

ivow if Kimball conveyed msil from his mail-bLogss st his San I'roncisco statlion-
ery store Lo the &nn Francisco Most Uffice or direct to the ships, how come
such & cover &8s No. 1447 Why the postmurk of Sacramento? in those deys much
of the travel between San rrencisco and Sacramento was by river, and upon the
river steomers it has been definitely established that KimlLull had repulsrly
traveling agents to and from the gold minos and it seems possible he might

have operated news stesnds on the steamers where mail could hove been deposited.
In proportion to the large amount of mail deposited in his city mail-bags, the
pumber deposited on the river steamers must hesve been very small, hence the ex-
treme rarity of a "NOISY CaRRIuR" cover with a Sacramento postmork. 1 have
besn reliably infommed that enother such cover is known from the seme "Nancy
Delono" correspondence but I have never sven it. Look thru your “"Noisy" covers
end see if you have a ®SaC. CITY," If so, you have a great rarity. /

Onc more interesting point in regard to cover No. 144. The postmnik was "30
liar" and the year wess 1855. My records show thet on Saturday, March 31st,
1855, the U, 3, iiail Steamer "John L, Stephens" sailed from San irencisco for
Panema with "treassure" and the Us u. ilail, so this let ter surcly traveled by
that famous old lacific iiail Company steamship. The regular sailing duto was
the lst, but in 1855, april lst fell on Sunday, so the mail eiip deperted a

day earlier, or Masrch 3lst. By the nct of March 3rd, 1855, the rate to and
from Celifornia and Oregon wes incressed to 10¢, effective npril 1, 1855, s=o
the "stephens" carried out of can kFraoncisco the last mail ©t the old 6¢ rate
end no doubt this "NOISY" cover was in the lot. since the 6¢ rste sailing
occurred on the last day of March and the next sailing was sapril 17th, 1855, it
follows thut anythins like a first day cmver of the new 10¢ rate from Califoraias
to the kast, is practically sn impossibility, (that is om spril 1,-1855).

It is surely the : tory behind the cover that makes the cover, end here is quite
a striking example. .

THE S¢ 1847 OnaliGE

The S, U, 5, bad for many years prior to 1953, listed a 5y 1847 Orsnge color,

in fact, the first editionm of the &. U, S, dated 1973, listed en Orsnge and
priced it at 50,00 used, compnred to $5,00 for regulsr copies. No price listed
for unused., Previous to thaot first "s, U, S," the Scott catalogus had for a
number of years, listed No, 28C as a "5¢ Ursnge." The 1952 "S, U. 5," listed
No, 1C as "5¢ Orange" and priced same w $750,00 unmused end 100,00 used, In

the 1953 end 1954 editions of the S, U. &, the "orange" listing was dropped
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end instead "No. 1C" is listed as "5¢ Red Oraonge" end gquoted ot $1,000.00
unused, $150.00 used. In my opinion, this was a vory sensible correction
because the stamp that is reslly on Orangs, that i3, the color very close
to an orasnge peel, is & very rere stamp and as far es I am ectually awere,
may be unique. V¥here stemps of a certain color are unique or extremely
rare, it is my opinion they should not be listed even in & speclalized
catalogue. For example, we have the 3¢ 1861 Pink, but there is a rare
Pink color which is known as the *“PIGLEON BLOOD.™ This peculiar tint of
the 3¢ Pink is quite a rarity end is eagerly sought after by students of
the rore colors of our esrly stemps,

Personally, 1 never saw but one 5¢ 1{47 which I could lay on top of a ripe
orenge end note that the colors of the orange peel and the siamp were much

the same or quite similoer. I refer especially to thot unicue 5¢ 1647 "Orange"
known ss the"Sloter copy,"™ beceuse at one time, it belonged to the late a. B.
Slater of Providence, R. I., known to all his close phil:stelic friends of his
dey as "Uncle John." Incidentslly, hr, Slater wns an suthority on the
Providence Postmaster Provisionel and wrote a book on the subject, entitled,
"Ihe Stnmps of the Providencs, R. I. Postmaster 1846-1847." (1930) It has
been stated that the "Slater 5¢ 1847 Orange™ came from the horthington collec-
tion and perhaps it did, es Lot 19 in the Worthington sole of August 21, 1917
by Morgenthau was described as "Orange, brilisnt shade, lirhtly cancelled in
blue." The sale price was §48.00. Fine copies of the regular shades in thot

sele averaged oround $2.00 or $3.00.

THE SALE QOF THE SIATER COPY

On March 23, 1935, portions of the Slater collection were sold af,'- auction by
Kelleher (381st), and lot 201, the 5¢ 1847 Orange was purchased by the late
Judge Robert S, Emerson of Provideace, R. I.

The first time thet I saw this unusual stamp was st the a. P. S. Convention
held st Providence, R. I. in 1922, At thr t time Senctor Ackerman had his
megnificant collection in numerous volumes of the 1847 Issue on display, and
wall do I remomber a privete session in the Senator's hotel room. Amocog those
present were ackerman, Dr. Carroll Chase, "Uncle John" Slater, Judge imerson,
Adolph lennel, Lyman Seely, Elliott Perry and perhaps a few others. Slater
had his 5¢ Orenge and we all sesarched the Ackerman collection to sSee if we
could find a copy to match the orange-peel color. Years later Perry recalled
that session by some comments in his "Pats" from which I guote as follows:

*The particular 5¢ 1847 stamp which has been recognized as THE true orange was
in the Worthington collection and was cancelled in blus, 4t the a. P, £, Con-
vention in Providence (about 1922) that stemp belonged to 'Uncle John' Slater
and wos corcfully compared with every 5¢ 1847 in the ackerman collection = some
1200 copies all told, Altho the ackerman collection included all the varieties
of color or shade which had been in the Chase, rcDaniel, and other collections,
it did not contain one stamp of the exact color of the horthington = Slater
copy. There were not more then two or three wiich were close enough to the
Slater copy to have perhaps coms from the same shect. Whether the lorthington -
Slater copy was orange when it wes printed, or becams orange later from an
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unknown csuse, is a matter of conjecture. In any event it seoms exceedingly
improbable that any 5y 1847 sold as "Orange™ will mntch the particular color
of that unique(?) stamp."{uanquote) .

(From Pet Parsgraphs - Merch 1944 -~ No, 46)

A SeCOND LOOK Al THE SL.JI'SR
5¢ 1847 ORANGE

In the fall of 1935 I visited Judge kmerson ot his home in Providence and
agein had a good look st the stemp. Loter in august 1936, the Judge sont
the copy to me so that I could make & casreful reading of it by the Ridgway
Color Book, and my ref:rence cord shows thet I read it as, "Dark Orange
Rufous II - J = Plate 2." Although Emerson died in January 1937, the
Slater 5¢ Orange did not come up for sale until November 16, 1946, when it
wes sold in a sale by Kelloher. It wes lot ,:193 and “fetsched" $420.00. It
was purchased by a New York dealer for a prominent Lastern collector who
possesses one of the finest collections in existence aof the 1847 Issue.

AN UNUSED 5¢ 1847 ORANGE

This same kastern collector is said to be the owner of a companion copy, that

is, an unused copy with full origioal gum end in the "trus" oranme color.

This stamp is known as the Gibson copy. I regret to state that I have no re=-
collection of ever having seen it. It has besen stated thst it was in the

Gibson collection for many years and was purchased by Philip H, Vierd, Jr., who

in turn sold it to Colonel Oliver S, Picher. In the sale of the Picher collec=
tion by Ward, Oct. 23-24, 1946, lot ;55 was doscribed as a 5¢ 1847, "unused,

the true orenge, mirt fresh, V., copy of a very rere stamp, Ex-Gibson 28c,."
{unquote) The sale price was $775.00, so evidently the color must be exceptionsl

To sum up, we have two stamps which are regerded by the foremost students of
the forty-sevens, past end present, as the "true Orenge," end if only these
two copies exist, then it wes quite right to drop the color name "Orange” in
the "S5, U, S," end substitute a color name which is far more descriptive of
the stamps which are apt to be offered in suction sales,

My, Luff did not list an "Orange" in his fine work on U. S. 19th Century stamps
but he did include "LRed-Orange." Personally I like the term "Reddish Orange."

"THE TRUE ORANGE."

Dr, Cerroll Chase in his superd pioneer study of the 1847 Issue, which was
published in 1916, listed an "Orsnge," as & color that was issued in 1850

and the Ridgwey reading thet he gave was, CINNAUON-RUFQUS-II'i. Incidentally,
this Ridgway color is entirely different from the recording that I made of
the Slater copy in 1936 as above. The color that Chase listed as en Orenge
is more of a cinnamon and is undoubtedly the shade that r. Luff originelly

listed as "Red Orsnge."

The "Red Orange” should not be confused with the "Orange Brown" or the "Brown
Orange™ ss the two latter shades ere entirely different to & trsined eye on
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stemp colors.

It is not unusual to note & S¢ '47 stamp offerad in mn suction as an
"Oronge," but the chances sre it is some stemp in tho Orange Brown clasi-
fication., Also, the chances are maeny to one it would not be the very
scurce S, U, S "HED CRaNGE," but if so, take o tip from me and retuse to
permit catelogue prices to influence your ideas on walues: Ver:, very few
fine collections of the forty-sevens have & copy of the Reddish Orange.

Do not expect to find a copy the shade of an orange peel, but even this
might be poseible.

AGAIN WE RELR 10 TH
NO TRIPLE RaLE OF
1849-1851

In the March Issue of this Service, I stated on prge ;-267, quoto: "Ons
wonders if P.il.G, Collamer was iu favor of doing away with our tripls rate
and adopting the British aystum, =cd henca took advantepe of the enbiguous
wording of the act of Merch 3, 1849 to issue a "Regulation” ordering the
changa. At this writing I hsve no record of his issuence of such & rcguls-
tion or the exsct dote when the Act of March 3, 1849 wont into effect) but
sssume it wes July 1, 1849, ss that was the effoctive date of the "ADDITIONAL

ARTICLES" to the British Tresty.

/!
AN IMPORTANT DISCOVLRY

/

I have just been advised.by sir. Meurice C. Blake thot he had reccn/tly search-~
od thru the files of the Washingion newspaper, the "DAILY NATIONAL INTELLI-
GUNCIR" end in the issue of Fridsy, Merch 16, 1849, had fourd the "Regulztion”
or "notice to the public," snd "Instructions to Postmasters,” signod by thes
now Pcil.G, Jo Collamer, and dated March 15, 1849. LEvidently the new P..ioG.
who bad just been appointed, lost no time in putting into effect the "mo
triple rate." I mrmised that he led issued such & "Regulation"” ovubt it was my
gucss thr ¢t the act of Merch 3rd, 1849, did not go into effect until July 1,
1849, It appears it went into effect on lMarch 15 or 16, 1849. His "Notice"
to the "Public" and to Postmosters read in pert as followa:

"Heroafter, waon a letter exceeds an ounce in weight, but does not. exceed tvo
ounces, it will be rated with four cherges of single postage; xxxx there being
a single postage for the first half ounce, a double chargs for the Tirst ounce,
and tvo additional charges for sach succeeding ounce, or fructior of an ocurnce,
beyond the first ounce. This 15 ordersd by virtus of tho provielons of an

Act of Congress opproved darch 3, 1849, etc. etc, etc.™ (unouote)

A COV'I} TO FRANCE WITH A /

5¢ 1856

The S. U. 5. gives the earliest known date of use of the 5¢ 1856 as Merch 15,
1856, which is from my records. Ths cover is one wiich is in the collection
of Sir Nicholas waterhouse of london, I bever Bow the actual ver but I
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have 8 photograph of it. Apparently it is penuine, but the only evidence
of come is the fect the 5¢ stamp is tied by a grid. Thnt clever little
crook, <nreskl, over in Parim, knows how to tie U, 5. stempn to covers with
grid cencelers, ond elso when the occasion arises, with very rood imitetions

of U, ©, town postmarks.

Photorraph No, 145, is sn illustrntion of 8 very besutiful cover with & 5¢
1856, and it shows 2 use from New Orleans on Mnrch 1l4th, 1R56, or one day

earlier than the esrliest kpoown use- I have konown this covor for uwlmost thirty
years becauss it came up in the linterhouse sale in November 1924, and was

lot , 316, described as "5¢ brown, used on entire to Yaris, fine." It sold

et eight pounds, and sterling at that time was $4.60, thus approximotely s

sale price of 337.70. I believe it was nurchased by en american desler attiend-
ing the sele and bmught to this country, It was sent to me in 1932 to record
ao the earliest known date of us®. I examinsd it cerefully end it "looked"
good to me, so I recordsd it s the "earliest known." 1ln those days my know-
lodge of foreign rate covers was less than Zero and about all thot was re-
quired was for a stemp to be securely tied end the cover to "look good." at
thet time, the cover was the property of cne of the most prominent and relizble
of the Now York dealers. I am certein he never susrected for a moment that
anything vas wrong. Note thct French receiving postmark which reads, "5 AVRIL
56." On the hack of this foldad letter shecet are two French postmarks with
"56" year-datos, ¥hy should nny collector doubt for a momsnt the genulncress
of ithis covur? Is it mot similar to lots of 5¢ 1856 covers that you have scean

from New Orleans to France?

. Now for sn enslysis. In the first place, this cover wos not usd in 1836, but’

rather in 1859, Socoad, it was origjnally a stampless cover, not from Now
Orleens but from New York City end a8 s stemplesa it wes forwnrded entirely une
meld. Further, it woighed over 1/2 cunce snd required a triple rote of 3 x 15¢,
or 45¢. Only helf of the original folded letter is here, the letter i1tselfl

is miesing, mad there sre no morkings on back ezcept two Freanch receiving.

Note this black New York postmark, This is & "Ireaty"” markior and did not come
into use until april 1857. It is a debit to France for the U. S, internanl
postege under the terms of the U. 5. « French Tresty. Tke Fiench morking
reads, "AT - UNIS - SEKVY = BR - 5,C.~," meening ~ "From the United Stetes by
British Packet.” Thus this letter was forwarded by British Packet! from How
York to England and thence to Krence, and the Now York debit of "9" mcans our
ehare of the total rato was 3¢ per guarter ounoco, hence t!e "9" ghows this was
& triple rate or over 1/2 oz, (15¢ per 1/4 cunce under the Treaty, offectiive
April 1, 1857), Thut this was 8 triple rste, entirely unpsid, is also cone '
firmed by the French monuscript due morking of "24" decimes, oquivnlent to

45¢ U, ¥, (8 decimes per 1/4 oz - 16 decimes por 1/2 0z. = ™4 decimos per 3/4

0z. etec)

How do I know that the use was from New York on March 23, 18597 Tho Cumord
cnilings were every other lednensday from New York snd Bosten. #8 tlore is mo
indication the lctter was sent fron Bostan, it must have bcen =enti from Hew
York on a l.ednesdsy, kierch ?3rd. In what year did the 73rd of March fall on
Lednesdsy? The enswer is 1859. #nd further, the routing is, "Steamer Canada."
The records disclose that this British Cunerd Hail Steamship did ssil fronm

liew York on t.ednesday, Harch 23, 1859, The New Orleans postmark is a fake
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and so is the smell French "I'L" marking in red. This wes applied only to
fully poid mail, and moasnt, "l’aid to Destinstion." Its inclusion hore is

absurd.

Incidentally, this cover is now in the collection of a New Yorker who sent
it to me recently to show o dote of uses earlier thon the ane in the ., li, &,
I informed him that I would furnish him with & complete mnalysis of the
cover, but the fee for same would be 55,00, 1 failed to recocive any reply.
1 hope 1 am not sued for branding this "valuable" itam as & rank fake.

One more point. Note how the orook changed the year "56" in the French marke
ing. sapparently to make it look more convincing he painted a doubling of the
"56," yet nons of the other letters in this strike slow eny "shift," or
doubling. #nd finally one more point - Note the address - viz - "B, MITJANS
& CIE = PARIS." Bear thot firm name in mind, By sny chance do you possess
any covers with that address? If Bo, it might be advisable to have them ex-

mimdq f

ANOTHER PRETTY LITTLE
5¢ 1857 COVER

Photograph No. 146, illustrstes & cover to Paris with a 5S¢ 1857, Type I, Brown,
The Charleston postmerk is Jen., 22, 1858. If you will refor to the S, U. S.,
you will find that the earliest known use of this stamp is July 6, 1859, which
date 15 from my records. In my search for early uses this date has stood as
the earliest known for over 35 years, "hen the crook added this 5¢ stamp to
this stampless cover, I suppose he vwas not eawore that a Type I Brown porforated,
was not issued as early as 1858, much less aB early es Januory 1858, This was
a double rate stampless with 30¢ U, &, or 16 decines due st Paris. Our debit
was 2 x 3¢, hence the "6" in the black Boston Foreign Exchange postmark (debits
in black = credits in red). The French receiving is much the sane as cover
145, and shows transmission by & British Packet, In 1858, Jan. 27, fell on
‘odnesday, a salling date of the Cunard ships, s0 vlere wae no tampesring with
the year=dates, 4nd finally, note the address, viz., "MESSRS B, MITIaNS & COQ.,
PihIS, Frence." Someonc did a lot of monkey-business with this correspondence,

This cover wes Lot 126 in the Gibson sale of June 14-15, 1944 end "fetched"
§%0.00, Llater it came up as Lot ,;-396 in & Lsurence & Stryker ssle on sy 8,
1948, It keeps me busy kesping track of such fakes and 1 suppose 1 am ths only

one in American philctely engaged in such work.

A PAIR OF ONKE CENT 1857,
TYPi IV ON COV:R

Photograph No, 147, illustrntes quite an unusual cover to France in 1858,
during the Treety period, a cover that is genuine in every respect, While

it is not unusual to see covers of the period of the first cuarter of 1857,
the three months preceding the U, 5, - French Treaty with a pair of 1g 1851
and a single 3¢ 1851, and with the "G, B, 1F 60C," it is most unusual to find
a cover of the Tresty .period with a_5¢ peyment end the British applied "G.B,"
morking. In this case, the writer evidently thought tlmt oll he had to pay
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wes 5¢ as in the period previous to anril 1, 1857. Movever, no prrtisl
payments were permitted under the Ireaty and hence this 5¢ pay wus useless,
Ths Boston office should have placed a debit of 6¢ on thics letter but this
was sppurently overlooked,

AY

WARNING - BE C..likrUL

1 have gone into quite a bit of detail in describing osnd enalysing the

above covers to FILWCE for the sole purpose of emphasizing the importance
of being cereful in paying good money for stamps snd covers unless you ore
reasonably sure thot they are genuine, It is much ssfer to have your items
authenticated by & recognized authority, snd remembor, "Just because a cover
looks good is no sign nt all." The crooks endeavor to make them that way.

@D OF ISSUE MO. 37 - APRIL 1, 1954)

[
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ASHBROOK_SPMGIAL SkhVICK (Third Serion 1953=54)

ISSUE NO, 38 - LAY 1, 1954

LIFE MAGAZINE ILLUSTRATES RARE STiuilPS nND COVERS
"IN NATURAL COLOKS ,

LIE TSR EFERETREERE &

In the February 1954 issue of this Service (page 262), I stated that
there wes a rumor in Kastern circles that a February issue of "LIFE"
would contuin an illustroted erticle in color of rare postoge stamps.
It seems my informotion was correct but the date of appearance was in
error. No doubt all the subscribers to this Service have seen the
issue of "LIFE" of lay 3, 1954 but if not take my advice and obtain e
copy. The cover pape contains color illustrations of mumerous colorful
foreign stamps and in the lot is one of the Confederate States. The
article inside contel ne eight pares showing some of the world's great
philatelic rarities; of f cover, in color anéd some of the rerest of covers
in color. & page in bleck and white is devoted to "U. S. errors.”™

The article states thet there are "12 million collectors in the U, 5.
alone." I wonder? It appeored to me that too much emphasis was given to
money values, and I wondered i’ most of the estimates were not gresily ex-
aggerated. For example, the famed "British Guiams.” arthur Hind purchased
this stenp back in the esrly nineteen twenties in a Ferrari ssle in Paris
for epproximstely $32,000.00. After his denth, his widow tried for years
to obtain $50,000.00 for the stamp. Llater it wes reported it had been es0ld
et that figure but it was merely a rumor. MNow it seems to be rated =
$100,0700,00. I suppose the owner, whoever he is, could just as well ap-

praise it 8t a million.

Last February I referred to the lpote Alfred Diamond of 35t. Louis who was in
the hebit of attending a. . £. conventions in the late teens and early
nineteen twenties and pleading for n cash approprintion for philstelic
publicity purposes,“thet is, the publicstion of newspeper articles depict-
ing the rrest pleasure to be derived from stomp collecting. Too -bad
Diamnnd is not around todey to see this "LII'L" sarticle. Just imopine -
1llustrotions of some of the worid's rarest philstelic gons, end in Approxi=-
mately their nasturael colors., snd finally, not in some obscure magszine of
small eirculetion but in "LIFE" with its enormous circulation, Wwell, there
may not be 12 million staup collectors in the U. &, today, but this nrticle
should convert nany, rmany thousands tn mur avocation. /

/
/

we have ‘wo netional philstelic societies, the a, . &, end the S. 'y A I

suppose quite a number o collectors belong to both, The a4, i’. 5. has ep=-
proximately 11,000 members. , It seems to me that if there are 12 million
stamp collectors in the U. S. only a very small percentage are cerious
ennugh to belong to our foremost philntelic organizetions. “STWLiPS" mapgo- -
"zine is the foremost philatelic publicstion in this country., I.have no
idea regrrding its weekly circulstion but I have hesrd thet it is about
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40,000, I wonder if the total weskly subscribers to Stamps, Gossip,
bekeel's, Linn's and .estern S$tamp Collector would totel 75,000, without
duplication? If thers sre 12 million collectors in the U. S. then there
must be about 11,975,000 who do not tnke ennuph interest in stamp collec-
tine to subscribe to & philatelic publicstion.

If there i8 eny bosis whntsoaver for the ebove flgures, viz., number of
collectors versus reeders of the philatel ic press, then it scems, to mo thot
what american l’hilotely noeds abowe all elso, iz not more stamp collectors,
but more snd more sarious collectors, which, of course, meens o preetly
expanded circulstion of philstalic nublications.

Personslly, 1 think a staterent thet there ere 12 million stamp collectors
in the U, S. is mere tommy rot and further, I think it is harmful to pub-
lieh such exaggcrnted stotoments regerding values. Why not stick to the

feots? In citing the British Guiena why not staote that it sold »t suction

G $37,000.00, and let it go st thot,

REGARDING ILIUSTRATIONS OF POST/iCH ST4APS IN COLOR

I suppose most every serious collector is eware th: t thore is a U, 3.

stntute thet forbids the illustrntion of postaje stanps, both U. S. and
foreign, in color, Doubtless rany were surprised to gee such illustrstions

in the current issue of "IIFL.," I doubt if pemmission was given by veshinzton
to the publishers to vioclate eny sections of the law, aa no officinl could

do so. I do beliesve however thnt the Treasury Depcrtnent is mssuming 2 more
libersl interpretation of the postape stemp illustration act, I heve heard
thet originelly "LIFs" intonded to publis 4illustrotions of U, S, stamps in
color but was advised not to reke e test of the law, and this accounted for
the delay in publication., hhether'this is true I do rot know.

Khherse illustrations of U, S, stamps in color are mande far scientific pur-
poses—I do nmot boliwve Washington would regard such with disfavor, In the
past yesar or more 1 have boen doing a lot of exporimental work in philatelie
color photography, the main purpose of vhich was to record on "transpor-
encies" the various Tere shades of early U, &, 19th Century stamps. For exe-
ample, the recording of cuch colors as the 5¢ 1847 "Orenge bBrovn,? "iPrown
Oranga” end "i‘ed Orsnge." The various colors of the 5¢ 1857, “led Brovn,"
"Brown," "Indian ked™ and "Orange Brown," and nony others.

It 18 surprising how many serious collectors are nol familiar with these
various colors. I have had wonderful success in recording on trmmspsrencies,
(which nre called "slides"), vory accurate renroduct:ions of such stann
colors. 4 consider swch vwork as sclentific emd s very valuable contribu-
tion to philutelic research worlte These transparencies are really wonderful
in the study of stemp desipn, cancelstion and shede. Wwitha god "projector”
they can be projected greastly enlarged upon o screen ar viewed in & "view=-
er." I heve found in & number of cases that studying a slide of o stemp in
& "viewer," vith s mapnifying glass is even mare satisfactary than a study
of the stamp itself, because in the lattor onse the stamp itself is viewed
by reflected 1ight, whereass in s transparency the light is transmitted thru




)

Pape 285

the subject. Of course, oll depends on the high quality of the photo-
graphic work end to obtain the highest efficiency some knowledgs of
photography is required togetber with the best in the way of photographic®
equipment, I employ tw Leicn cameras with very fine lens and all the
accessory equipmeant aveilable to ensble me to obtaln the most efficient
rasults, .

With a projector, a screen snd color slides of the gems of cne's collec-
tion 18 & vonderful wey to entertaln your philatelic friends, or for that
mtter, thoro vilth no philrtelic ikmowledge. You cen sent them comforiably
in your living room or sisrnp den and give them a Tar better appreciation
of your cutstonding pleces than if wviewed in your albums, /

/
Supplying cclor slides to the publie of scenic ond historicsl plasces thru-
oui the vorld has grown into quite a larze business in this country.  Thus
ona can emnloy a o7o jector for rurposes other then philatelic, or oae can
moke their own color slides of frlends snd scenery.

/
/

/

THS US». OF -._RE STAPLES ON FEGIT “RED HAIL

Ever so oft’cn I roceive a registered piece of mail with valuable enclcsures
and with one or two wire staples driven right tlru the envelope, Iiacently
I recsived one vith a steple punched thru & veluable cover. Luckily it
misced o 10¢ 1847 stamp, hence no perticular domogs. Such & practice is
domnable end absolutely diopusting. The very 1dea of some fool post office
clork having the nerve and disrsgord for valuable enclosures ss to punch
wire ataples thru & plece of remistcered mail., Vhensver I rocelive such &
plece of mail I immedistely notify the semder to register a strong protest
with his locsl postmoster. I also address a letter to the following poct
offica officieal in Veshington, enclesing the stapled envelops esnd raspect-
fully recuest thrt the offending office be advised of such wanton disregzard
of valuable mail a:tter -

No I, ABRARS

Assistant TI'ostimaster General

- Buresu of Post Office Operations
General TPost Office
Vashington 75, D.C.

The vse of wires siaples was forbidden by the Depariment some years ago in
the following official order, cucie:

*STAPLES NOT TO BZ USED IN ATTACHING RETUEN )J.ECELPT CARDS IN GERTAIN CASES

The carseful attention of ell concerned is directed to the notire published
in the Pestol Bulletin of Septermber 8, 1944, relative to the use of staples
in attachinz return recelpt cards to registerod letters. In this notico

it wes stated that postmasters-or proper supervisors should sce to it thot
ot offices whete staples are used for attaching return raceipts to register-
ed articles, the staples are used in such & monner as to avoid the possi-
bility of injuring any contents of the letters such an, for exsmple, valuable
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documents, stamps often of considorable philatelic value, smoll pioctures,
etc; that if the staples connot be used without damege to contents of

registered articles, or to any postage stanps having philotelic value af=-
fixed to the cutside of the registered letters, the return receipts should
be attached with wire ¢lips or by using erell strips of gumned paper tape,

Retum recoipts should mt be attached with staples unless it is spparent
that it can be done without perforsting any nortion of the contents of re-
gistered letters. In no case should staples be used to attach return re-
celpt cards to letters vhich are known or presured to contain stamps or
other items of philatelic velue. railure to strictly obscrve those instruce
tions may result in demepge to philatelic or other metter of considersble

velue or importance.

At offices where staples ore used to offix return receipts to registered
meil, postmasters should, as for as may be practicable, advise patrons deal=-
ing in stamps or other items of philatelic value o8 to the de2sirability of
informing the mccepting employce, when presenting letter for which retumn
recoi pts are requested, that the letters contain matter which might be
injured by the use of staples. It is rossible that the stamp dealers would
also be willing to disseminaste the infomntion to their patrons." (unquote)

I believe that in nearly all coses the sender is more rosponsible then the
postul clerk, becsuse he requests a "return receipt." Thic is sn unnecessary
reque st snd simply invites trouble. UVhen a person registers a lctter, a
receipt is given to the sender. A return receipt costs three cents, Rather
then invite tmouble I thipk it is wiser to enclose a 2¢ return addressed
postal card and request the addressee to acknowledge receipt of the register-

ed letter on same by return mail.

In forwarding & registered letter I never roquest & rcturnl receipt and to

- my krowledge no one has ever received a stapled registered piece of mdil from

me, There is enoupgh trouble in the world todey without going out end secking
moreé.

"A _90¢g 1867 GRILL ON COVIR

The 5.J.S, lists the $0¢ 18f7 grill (;101) "on cover ," but feils to pive any

-estimnte of the wlue of such an iten. 1 regret to state tint I heve no

description in my files of such a cover, Hovever this does nat memn & whole
lot because it i s quite possible that such s cover came up at saucticn in the
past 30 or 40 yeers snd I failed to record it. Mr. Brookmen stated in his
book on 19th Ceatwry U, S., "This stamp exists on cover but such items are

extreiely rare.” (Vol. 1 - pcge 314),

A COMPARISON OF CATALOGUE (UOTATLONS

Elliott Persy in his "Pet Paragrephs" of March 1936, (No. 75), hed the
following, q.ote: "90¢ 1867 on cover, 4Altho this usage cataloguss only
$500.00 in my experience it is raror then is the 90¢ of 1860 which is rated
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et 32,000,00 on covor. The 90¢ 1867 cover for uale kere is priced very
reasonably,.” (uncuote) '

The above was repeated in Perry's issue of april 1938 (No. }6 , pege 1073).

Glancing thru the sale catslopues of many famous 19th U, S, collecticns
of past years, the absence of a cover with a 90¢ 1867 is quite noticesmble,

Heving no description of s 90¢ 1867 cover, I have mo record of the esrliest
knovwn use of this 90¢ stamp with grill but po doubt it wns placed on sale
in the fall of 1867 alons vith the other grilled vnlwes.

On January lst, 1868 s new poctal treaty with Britain went into effect and
the sinrle half-ounce rate was reduced from Mg to 12¢. Thic resulted in
e cut in the rate to many foreign countries and undowtedly was the reason
why there was less and less occasion for the use of a 90¢ stamp on ean

ordinary lstter.
BLOCKS OF THE 90¢ 1867

ian unused block of four of the 90¢ 1867 described as "very fim™ brought
$355.00 in the Vorthington ssle in Aumist 1917. In the Sinkler sale by
Klein in 194Q an unused block broaught $330.,00. This was described as
horizontael perforations severed and rojoined. There wos a used block of
four in the VWasterhouse sale in London in 1924 that brought 78 pounds; (ap-
proximately $359.00 at thnt time), ond in the Emorson ssle by Kelleber in
May 1948, a used block of six described ss "wonderfully fine, light black
cencelation™ sold . $1,05C.00. In oll probability this block is unigue.

A BL.UTIFUL COVLR-A SHOV PIECE

In a snle by Somuel Paire of Boston, held on April 9th ond 10th lsst; Lot
176 wns described as a cover xith a vertical strip of three of the l1¢ 1857,
" Type V, 5. U, S. ,-”4. A eingle on cover is quoted ¢«. $2.50 and a strip of
three, presumably off cover « $6.50. I suppose those in ottendance at the
sole were amazed thgt this cover sold at $290.00. No doub% mony are still
wondering why., If you have a cutelogue of the sale you will find an illus-
tration on page 2?1, Photorreph No. 148 illustretes this beautiful cover
which is indeed a show piece, I suppose seversl or more buy~rs viere deter-
mined to acquire this item and when this occurs in en muction sale most
enything can happen. Hovevar in this case I am sure the buyer knew exactly
what he wns doing, because he hes a very thorough knowladge of the strip of

One Cant stamps on this cover.

The strip comes from Plaote Six, the stemps that were referred to back in

the early daya of the study of the One Cent, as the "Type V stunps with almost
complete sides." Later I gave such siamps the type classificotion as Typs VA,
but I advised ageinst the inclusion of ths type in the 3, U. S. as ve hed too
meny types end t he addition of any more would only leod to confusion. I have
a pencil notution on tke covoer that this strxip i from Plate 6, positions 40R6
S0R6 - 6016, nll three stemps ore the unlisted "Type VA," If you havwe e copy




Pspge 288

of my One Cent 1851-57 book, you will find a description of Plate 6 in
Volume One, and & description of the "reliefs," This strip is from the .
"D," "E" snd "F" relicfs and on pegos 255, 256 snd 257 illustrations

21G, 21H, 21J, 21K, ?1L and ?1M skow the difference betwecn the strip on
this cover (Type VA) eond tle ordinary Type V stomps from sinmilor rows of
the common Types V' pl, tes., Compore tho top stomp in thio gtrip with Fig. 210
on pege 255 of my book, and it will be secen that the ornonents on the rignt
side sre "almost"™ complete, Thero is & wide bresk in both top and bottom
lines which ceu ses many well-versed students of the One Cent to believe that
nany Type VA stomps ere in reality finer examples of Type III than many of
the Type III that come from Plz=te 4, (A sincls Type IIl fmm Plate 4 on

cover lists « $100,00). /
/

ir. C., ho Romele of Sents Borbarp, Calif, is one of our foremost students of
railrcad markings so lest Janurry, I Bent him e photograph of this beautiful
cover, Under dete of Februery 4, 1954, he wrote me €8 follows. Ilis re-

/

fereace to this cover is so imteresting I am quoting 1t:

®*As for the Rutland & Burlington cover, of vhich you rent the photoprarnh, you
reully bave come to the right person and for once I think I can give you

some interesting informstica.

H, L. Sheldon, whbse neme @ppears in the ovel marking, was the railroad sta-
tion agent #t diiddlebury from 1857 to 1863 - and quite © remsrksble person.
Born on a farm in Selisbury, Vt., one of four brothers, hebecame a clerk in
the HWiddlebury postoffice in 1841, at the ere of twenty. He had already
learned tn play the organ - 8elf-tsught - and in 1842 began playing in the
Episcopal Church, continuing to be the organist most of the time for 34 years.
After three years in the postoffice, he becare & clerk in 8 store for several-
years end in his spasre time mdo en organ which he sold to the church - also
made himself a brosdcloth coat which lasted him the rest of his 1ife. In
1850 he was sppointed mail agent (route opent) on the Rutland & Burlington
helv, just completed, meking the 234 mile trip from Boston to Burlington,one
day, ond beck the next, with one wéek's rest out of three. In 1853 he went
back to the iiiddlebury postoffice for e oouple of years, then after a trip

to Nabraska came bsck to become stotion epent. After 1863 he engaied in
severnl business ventures, acquired some income property, etc., snd-in 1870
was elected Town Clerk, serving for ?5 ycars., He died in 1907 et the age of
86. He gave all his resl eostote to a foundotion for the operstion of the
-Sheldon museun w! ich houses many and various t hings he collocted and is still
operated by the Sheldon Foundation.

Now about the marking. The L. & B. Railroed cvidently furnished their ststion
agents with oval handstemps with the nsme of the town across the top and

R, & B, K, K. at the bottom - movable dates in the center. Dr, Chase lists
the one for Middlebury, end I have seen one just like it, dated in the sixties,
for Sutherland. Sheldon evidently hed another stemp with his own neme in
place of the initials of the rafilrcad., le used tiis stamp on his own incoming
mail - mail addressed to him, I mean - and I have auch a cover. Sometimes he
used the railroad stamp on his incomin~ mail &lso. Clarence Vilson, of
Detroit, has about eight of these covers, oll oddressed to Sheldon and stamped
with one of the other of t hese oval markings which of course bave no postal
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significance when so used. However, there is ot leust one csse - I hove
Dr, Chase's tracing of it - in which the roilrosd stemp wes used to cancel
a 3¢ '57 stamp on an outgoing letter to Brendon, Yt And mw you have a
cesc in which he used ‘B persorel handstemp as a postmerk! It is most
interesting. If the owner of the cover wants to find out whether the
letter was writ ton by Sheldon, it would be very simple to prove by the
hondwriting. I suppose Sheldon got used to usinrs a hsndstamp when he work=-
ed in the postoffice and also as mute apent on the reilroad. Anyway, I
am delighted to have the photograph. If the owrer wants any more informa=-
tion sbout Sheldon, I may be sble to supply it. The whole story is doubly
interesting t o me because my peternal oncestors owned e farm sbout two miles west
of Middlebury for over tw hundred yeers. Vhen I was @ omall boy we went
there for a month or two every summer, so I -now tl» town well indeed and
have happy memories of it." (unquote)

It is my guess thrt the present owner is rore than vell pleased with his
invesiment.

Yesrs ego when I first met philntely's beloved dean of U, &, philctelic re-
search work, I remember well & remerk he made. It was somethines to this
effect = "No price, within renson, is too high to pay for a super superb
cover, becsuse the chances ere thant the next buyer vwill pay more." Of
course this don't happen in 100 cases out of 8 hundred but the percentags,
in my opinion, is exceedingly high. I wonder low msny times each one of us
bkave nassed up some marvelous item bacause the "price wns too high.,"

This photopreph feils to do justice to the appearance of this cover but I
hove a color slide of it that clows it up in 21l its beauty. The envelope

* itself is & colorful yellow buff, as ‘clean end fresh ss the dey it was used.

The imprint across the top is in red; end the strip of stamps is in & beau-

" tiful blue end the stamps a very fine engrsving. DPersonally, I con get up

more enthusiassm over & cover like this vwith its historical baclkground than
I can over = 1918, 24¢ Air Meil Invert., sAgide from the money value I would
much prefer to own the 1¢ cover. liell, aa the old woman romorked when she
kissed her cov, "Everyone to their own taste," and that is one festure that

mokes philately so interesting o so many people, young and old,

5S¢ HaknlIl PLUS 12g 1851

Note the 5. U. S, listing of llowsii No. 7 on pape 533 of the 1954 edition,
This is the Howaii 13¢ dark red (,6) surcharged with a manuscript "5."
This stemp catalogues ot $1,000.00 on cover. Years oo when Hawaiien -
U, 5. retes vere not fully understood such surchsrged 13¢ stamps were con=-
sidered of little importance, in foct, many students doubted it was a

Provisimal.

Bruce Cartwright writing in liekeel's, July 73, 1921, stoted, quote: "The
question s to the status of the "5" Ks. Hawaii (Scoit No. 7) has been
discussed by eminent authorities for many years. 7The late llenry &, Crocker,
xxxx believed it to be a bonafide provisionel issued in 1857, on scocount of
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the shortoge of the 5¢ blue on thick white paper, Scott No. 5." (unguote)

The 13¢ stamp was issued in 1853 and the wording on it is raother unique.
On the left side 18 "Hawalian - 5CTS," on the right side is "United States
8CT5," \L.e hod no ectual postal tresty with Haweii et thrt period snd to
send a letter from origin in the Islands to U, L. destipetion added up as
follows:
5¢ Hawaii Internal
2¢ -to the ship captain
_6¢ U. 5. postage
13¢

To facilitate prepayment of the above charges, Howaii issued this 13¢ stemp.
A person in Hawail could purchasc one of thess 13¢ stanps and put it on e
letter with & U, &, address, and the Honolulu office would then pay the

.ship captain his 2¢ and also put on the letter a pair of 3¢ U. 5. 1851,

Thus the Haweii P.0. received its 5¢, the ship captein his 2¢ snd tho U, <.
P.,0.D, 6¢ to convey the letfer from San Franciceco to its U, S. eastern

des5inc tion.

On April 1lst, 1855, the U, Y. rate from “an “rancisco to Lastern ti.v. Via
Panama, was raised to 10¢, meking & combined charge from Hawaii to destina=-
tion im the U, ~. 17¢ instead of 13¢. In 1857 when supplics of the Hawaii 5¢
blue ren short, the Haweiian Postmaster Generel suthorized the surcharging

of the obsolete 13¢ stemp with @ meanuscript "5" and sold them to the public

‘J’5¢._

On april 27th lest, the mapnificent collection of "Hawnii® formed by the
late Admirel F. R. Hriris was sold at suction in New York by Harmer Rooke &
Co. No doubt all the subscribers to this Service hsve a catalogue. On page
18, is en illustrstion of Lot 97 in the sale. This s'ows a cover with a

U, S. 12¢ 1851 plus a Hawaii 13¢  red surcharged "5." The Honolulu postmark
is ceted "JUNE 17" and hss "U, S. l'ostare raid.," The tvio stamps ore side=-
by-side in upper right snd tied topether and to cover by a San Francisco
postmark dated "JUL 19 1857." T e catalogue desoription rcad, "LExtremely
fine. Beautiful cover and probably the finest of the 9 known. Lkx~Green,"

In the »lay- 3rd issue of "LIFE™ is 8 picture of the lnte s.u.h.Ureen, who at
one time owned this cover., In one of the sales of the (ireen collsction by
the late Percy Uoone on Nov. 4, 5 and 6, 1942, this covar was lot 254,
Admiral Harris wes the buyer and it cost him $660.00, Last week it sold
at $1,450,00, | .

Harmer Rooke described this as probebly the finest of the nine known, which
is probably true. In other words, & "show piece" hence the highest price
one’of these covers ever reelized. ) .

In edmparing sales prices of 1942 with those of todey it is well to bear
in mind the value of the dollar in 1942 as compared to its great}y de=-
precinted value today.
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KARLIEST POSTAGE DUE ST,4li°S
LIEQ.IINSTER, MaSS, . /
The first U. S. postege due adhesive postege stamps were issued in 1879,
but the postmaster st Loominster, ilass. had his own postage due stamps
ap early uas 1855, /

Photozraph No. 149, illustrates a stempless cover that wess mailed from
Buffalo, N. Y., on August 4, 1855 to a person in Leominster, lass., from
which office it was forwsrded to Bocton. Across the face 1s a blue pd-
hesive sticker resding, "FORUARDZD - DUE 3 CLNTS.® In 1855, Charles H.
Colburn was posimsster and evidently he occupied this office for a number
of yesrs following, because I have a record of a cover as lnte as 1863
showing uze of one of his(?7) stickers on mail reading, "FORVARDED 1863 -
DU% 3 CENRTS," another with "IFORWARDED 1862 - DUz SIX CENTS' and esnother
with "DUE 6 CHNTS." These various adhesive "stamps" were vrinted on either
a dark blue or green gummed paper. I wonder if postmaster Colburan also

ran 8 printing shop end found it moras ecnnomical to provide his office with
adhesive labels to attach to mail rather than go to the eznensc of stemp-
ers. At eny rate, I think it is perhaps proper to term his "Due stickors”
as the esrliest(?) known "Postage Due Postmastcr Provisionals." Nearly
all thet I heve seen were turned up in original finds by my good friend
Harold C. Brooks, so there is no question regarding their authenticity.

A CONFEDERATE COIRNTR CARD

Photograph No., 150, illustrates a cover thet, in my opinion, must be very
rare. - Over the yeors I have seen a great many covers of the Southern
Confederacy but never one ouite like this,

A8 wa of this generstion look back to the days of our forefathers, we ro-
cognize thot slavery was an evil thins that had to be eliminated from our
national 1life., In the esrly days, in the build-up of this vast country of
ouras, it served its purpose but it eventually had to go regardless cof the
cost in blood and fortune. '

- e e et
Here is a bit of philatelic*Americana that would be a valuable addition %o
ony 19th Century collection. Here is & corner card of @ firm of businsss-
men who dealt in human beings. This was the year 1862, -just 92 yesrs ago
lagt March, Wwe have gone a long way in those nine decades.

(E:D OF I3SUE ¥0. 38)
slay 1, 1954

FINAL ISSUE OF THE THIRD SERIES 1953-1954.
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%ith this June 1lst, 1954 Issue of the

ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

we commence the Fourth Series = 1954-1955, thus

ISSUE NO, 39 = JUNE 1, 1954

LTI ERES TR SN EREERE S S

AN _INSIGNIFICA~NT LOOKING COVER
but
A cover with an interesting story.

Recently a collector of U, S. 19th Century covers sent me a stampless
cover, a& dark buff envelope, that originated at Utica, N.Y. on June 23,
1847 and eddressed to Valpariso, Chili, South America. Routing direc-
tions were given es follows - "Per Ship Corsair at Boston."

Photogreph No. 151 illustratas this item, which had no markings or
memorandum on the back., Most of the stamped markings on the face’ 'were

R in blue end rather indistinctly struck. The owner sent me a list of
( his interpretations of the markings and against same he inquired as to
k . their meaning. The following is a copy of the 1list he submitted:

"A) Utica? - blue oval postmerk, also fancy PAID, and a "V" in double

circle.
B) & b.‘l.ue double circle marking reading, “Empress of America, 28 _AGO

841
.C) A red brown double c¢ircle marking which seems to read "La Guaira®
‘ : _ balance indistinct. ‘ f’
. ' D) ®Per Ship Corsair at Boston Mass." in manuscript. /
E) Addressed to Henry D. Cooke, Esq. care of VWm. G. iloorehead, U. S.
v Consul, Valpariso, Chili. '
F) Straight line in blue "PANAMA," ‘
. G) & figure "1" in blue - what is the meaning of this?
* H) What do you know of the rste? The route etc. If 5¢ was paid at
origin who paid the Panama charges and 2¢ Ship charges? Is this blue
straight line "Panama" merking valuable?" (unguote)

'In returning the cover to the owner I furnished the following informetion
which I think is sufficiently interesting to herein ruote:

The U, S. postage thet wes paid on this cover was but 5¢ which was the
U, S, domestie rate from Utica to Boston., This is shown by the encircled
"5" end the "PAID" in scroll of Utica. W%hat you mistook for "Empress of

h "America" was not a ship merking but rether it was applied at Havems, Cuba
and reads, "Empresa - N, America.,"” The word "Empresa" is Spanish and
b= translated means "Enterprise" or "underteking" and is often used in a

firm neme for whet in English would meen "Company" as for example,
“EMPRESA UNIDAS DE ENERGIA ELECTRICA," (United Electrical Energy Under-
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takings). - The Spanish meil line, which, before the revolution, used
to run ships from Spain to Puerto Rico and Cuba, was an "Empress."
Hence in this case this merking indicated the origin of the letter
88 a mall ship from "N, Amerioca."

There is a large "1" in blue and this waes likewise applied at Havana
(Habana), and I believe this indicsted the letter was a single rate.
Covers to Cuba from the U. S. st that, and a later period, are apt %o
have a large "NAl" meaning & single rate from North America.

Regarding the straight lines marking also in blue, and which was mis-
token for "Panama." This wes also spplied at Havena end reeds, "HABANA,"

not Paname.

Regarding the Route. About sll the data I heve on the ship "Corsair" is
that she was a clipper ship, was built at hledford, ilass. in 1845 and was
ownod by Augustus Hemengway of Boston. Her master wes Simon V. Pesbody.

I judge that this letter was placed aboerd this ship st Boston and con-
voyod to Havena, Cuba, wherse it was tummed over to the Spanish postal
officials, and in turn put aboard some ship due to sail around the Horn

for Chilil and the weat coast of South America. Or I suppose it could

have been sent to Panama, thence across the Isthmus, and at Panama City

put aboard a ship bound for Chili and the west coest ports of South America,

‘The yesr 1847 was esrlier than the time when the U.S. P.0.D, had & mail

line to Panama. Who paid for the carrisge from Boston to Velpariso? There
is no indication thet the sender paid anything but the U, ©. domestic rate
of 5¢, so the addressee must have beon taxed, but there is no maxking in-

dicating any amich sum.

It is well to bear in mind thet at the period of this letter the U. 5. did
not have a postal tresty with Cube or eny of the Central or South American
countries, nor was there any esteblished U. S. mail route, thet is, "con-
tract route, " over which U. S: mail was regularly tmnsmitted to such

countries.

Ipstructions to postmasters for handling such a letter as this is conteined
in the P. L. « R. of 1847 ~ (Regulations - pages 64-65 - Seotions 459 to
464 inclueive), In brief, these sections state that U. S. postage is to
be paid to U, S, "seaports™ and thet it is the duty of postmesters to place
such mail aboard a ship that is scheduled to sail.

To be explicit, this lettor was sent to the Boston Post Office and it was
the duty of the Postmastex of that city to put the letter aboard some

ship sailing for or in the direction of Chili. The writer instructed the
“Corsair" so doubtless such instructions were carried out. '

Thsre is a red brown double circle marking on the esavelope which is so
indistinct that I have been unable to decipher it. The owner seems to
think it reads, "La Guaira." There is a seaport town in Venezuela by the

"name of "La Guaira” but if this marking wes applied there, I have no

explenation for it.
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Regarding the person to whom the letter is addressed, "Henry D. Cooke."
This person was the younger brother of the famous americen banker, Jay
Cooke, who wes the founder and head of the New York banking firm during
the civil Var, and long afterwards, of Jay Cooke & Co. Some facts re-
garding Henry D. Cooke are quite interesting.

Ho was bormm Nov. 23, 1825 in Sendusky, Ohio, end was the son of & mamber
of the U, S, Congress. He died et Georgetown, D.C. Feb, 29, 1881, aged

56 years. Gradusted at Transylvania University, Lexington, Ky. in 1844,

he soon after began the study of law, but later turned his attention to
journaliem. In 1847 he sailed for Valpariso, Chili, to serve as an sttache t
the Americen Consul there but enroute he was shipwrecked. Being detained
et St. Thomas after the wreck he conceived the idea of a U, S. steamship
line from New York to California via the Isthmus of Penama, and wrote
erticlee concerning it to the Fhiledelphia "United States Gazette," and to
the New York "Courier and Enquirer." The attention of the U, S, State De-
partment was called to the correspondence by Consul ». G. .oorhead, (note
his neme on this cover), and it is believed that Mr, Cooke hed & lot to do
with the eventual formstion of the mail steamship lines tao California Via
Papama. Mr. Cooke afterward made his home in San Francisco where hs was
actively connected with shipping interests., It is stated that he was the
first to announce to the authori ties st Washington, through a despetch from
the military governor of California, the discovery of gold in the Sacramento
Valley. Becoming involved by suretyship for a reckless speculator, Mr.
Cooke loet his fortume, and returned to Sandusky, O., in comparative pov=-
erty. He then engeged in journalism, becoming ocne of the owners of the
Sandusky *"Register," snd sfterward of the Columbus, Ohio "State Journal."
In 1856 he was a presidentisl elector, snd in 1861 becane a partner in the
house of Jay Cooke & Co, He was appointed the first governor of the
District of Columbia, but resigned in 1873. The last twenty years of his
life wore spent in Georgetown, U, C., where he was noted for his benefac-
tions. He built a misasion church in thet city, gave 320,000 towerd an
Episcopal church, and made other gi fts for public benefit.

A few words sbout the older brother, Jay Cooke. He hed been a partner in a
famoue Philadelphias banking firm far many years but in 1861 he seversd his
connection and established tl2 fimm of Jay Cooke « Co., Through-the in-
fluence of Salmon P, Chase, kir. Cooke's personal friend, the Cook firm be-
came the government agent for the plecing of the Civil Var losns, end by
his success in negotieting them Mr, Cooke contributed materially to the
success of the national cause. After the wer the firm acted es asgents for
the Northem Pacific Railroed, and the firm's. suspension in 1873, growing
out of its connection with thet railroad was one of the causes of the
financial penic of 1873. Mr. Cooke subsequently resumsd business with

|uccose,

I have given quite @ bit of space to thia cover, and its background - first,
because I found its story quite interesting, snd second, as a demonstration
of what can be developed if one will study all the features of a cover.
After all, in so many cases, it is the story behind the cover that makes

the covers
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THE END SALE BY HARMER ROOKE & CO.

This wes a sele lest lisy 18th of 19th and 20th Century unused blocks from
the collection of Amos Eno of New Jersey. It is said thet Mr. Eno was
one of the three ster clients of the late Y. Souren of New York City. A
very mysterious desler who seemed to have a hidden power of persuading a
client to buy whetever Souren wished him to purchese. In the Eno Sale,
Lot 283 was & unique block of four of the 1918 24¢ Air kpil with inverted
center, and sheet mergin with plste number. Mr. Raymond Veill of New
Orleens was the successful bidder, paying $18,250.00 for this item, which
was described as a truly gorgeous and spectacular block end one of the
greatest show pieces in the entire world of philately. Just think, back
in the ninsteens a collector tought the full sheet of 100, from which this
block ceme, for 324,00 at & stamp window in the %ashington Post Office.

Lot B5 in the Eno Sele, a gorgeous block of four of the 4g Columbian blue
error s0ld @ $3,750.00. Lot 132 - a block of four of the 4¢ Pon American
with inverted center brought £3,100,00. Lot 3 was a block of the 1l¢ 1857,
from Plete 12, with Types I end II and a catalogue value of $1,232.50.

In my opirion, it sold very cheap et $575.00, A rare piece such as this
issued way back before the Civil liar is certeinly worth more. Lot 12 was
a very rere block of 8 (2 x 4) of the 10¢ 1857, Type V, with full imprint
and Plste No. 2. This was knocked down at the very low price of $160,00.
Iot 16 wes 8 block of four of the 10¢g 1861, Type I, celled the "August" and
sometimes the "Premiere Gravura,” It brought 3775.00. Cuite a rare and
desirable block. Lot 18 was an unused block of four of the 3¢ 1861 Pink,
It wes described as a "very fine color" amnd so it wee. Most unused "Pinks"
are poor color exemples, they are generally pale end feded, but here was
ap unused block with an exceptiomlly fine real pink ocolor. The sbove were
a few of the items that especially appealed to me. L/

EARLIEST KNOWN USE

3¢ 1870 with grill

My gocd friend and fellow student of 19th Century U. 5., Mr, Lester G. Brook-
man, advised me, under deste of May 17, 1954, as follows, quote:

" I have before me a cover with the corner csrd of the "Seratoga Star Spring
Co.," bearing a 3¢ #136, (3¢ 1870 with grill), with a strong 'end-roller?
grill. Postmarked Saratoga Springs, N.Y. "MAR 24" and beering the receiv=-
ing merk of the St., Nicholes Hotel as "Nicholas Hotel, Mar 31 1870." Cover
is 100% 0K, It is owned by J. s, Farrington, Jr. of New Hope, Pe."

{unquote)

The S8.Us3, gives "April 12, 1870" as the earliest use known of this stamp
end also as the earliest known use of any of the 1870 stamps with grill.
Thus the discovery of this cover establishes the fact that the 3¢ stamp with
grill was used as early as March 24 of thet year, 8 date over two weeks
earlier than sny other record.

Mr. Luff in his book on "The Postege Stamps of the U.S,,” stated thet the
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“proposesd new issue" was announced as early as September 1869, but that,
quote, "The stamps were not placed on sale however until about April

15th, 1870." This statement was based on a circular issued to postmasters
thruout the country by the Third Assistant Postmaster Goneral and dated
April 9th, 1870, which stated, "At an early date xxxxx ths Department
will issue to. postmasters, postage stamps for a new desaign, xxx You are
required to exhaust sll of the present style on hand before supplying the
public with the naw."

According to Mr, Luff, it appears thaot the "American Jourmal of FPhilately"
got out an "Extra® dated March 25th, 1870, ennouncing the issuance of

the new stamps, but Mr. Iuff stated ha had never ssen & copy of the "kx~
tra" and quote, "it would seem doubtful if the stamps mere actually in
issue on March 25th. Poseibly they were described from proofs or from a

set shown by soms officiasl." (uncucte)

The above is of sgpecial interest in view of ths discovery of tha cover
with postmarked date of "arch 24 ,* (1870), ‘

Again quoting Mr, luff - "The stamps of thie series were 1&:Bued both with
and witl_mut g€rill end both styles appear to have bean in use at the same

time."

. In the listing of the issue without grill, the S.U,S. states, "Issued (ex- -
cept 7¢) in April 1870."

Mr, Brookmen in Vol, 2 of his 19th U, S, study, elso stated that it is be-
lieved that both the grilled and those without grill except the 7¢ were
issu=d in April 1870,

A POSSIBLE EARLIER USE OF THE 3¢ 1870

Last summer Mr, J. Ll Hardman of South Charleston, W, Va., scat ms a cover
with a 3¢ 1870 without grill tied by a double circle posimerk reading, '
"SEABECK ~ ME - MAR 13 -« 870." I repest that the stemp wes & National
without grill, Unfortunately the "O" of 1870 was not plain enough for me
to be sure whether it was en "O" or a poorly struck "6.," Further, the
style of the postmerk did not appesr to me a8 & type that was used as early
as March 1870, but thet wes just my opinion and mt bassd on any positive
‘evidencs., The cover wag sddressed-to MILIBRIDGE, Me., end as far as 1
could determine no one had tampered with this cover or attempted to make
an "0" out of a "6." I advised Mr. Hardman thet becausa of ths lack of
eome definite evidence of some kind I could not list thie as a use on "Mar

13 1870.*

In li@t of the abowe diecovery of a 3¢ Green with grill, used on Mar 24
1870, it does seem possible thet ir, Hardmen's cover might well be the
earliest known use of & 3¢ Green of 1870 - a stamp without the grill.

Perhaps one would wonder why thie amall post office in MHeine hed a supply
of this new stamp that esrly, end I wonder if the answer could be thst
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"Seabock™ ren out of 3¢ stamps and rather than send any of the "old" 3¢
1869, a consignment of the new 3¢ Green was shipped? :

Incidentally, the postmark reads, "SEABECK" but ell my postal guldes from
1859 thru 1881 list the office es "SEBEC, ilt." This seems sirange -
and I wonder why?

This cover was submitted to ilr. Brookmsn end he agreed with me that there
was much doubt that the actuel use was "Mar 13 1870." Now I reslly do
wonder?

THE U. S. ONE CENT STaMP OF 1851

Viay beck in the days of Vorld V“ar I, I became absorbed in tho study of
this grend old stamp and the more I studied its types ond its plétos, the
more convinced I beceme that it wes the most interesting philatelic study
of all the stamps issued by the U.,~. 2.0,D, Surely therc is mo other
stamp that offers so many fascinsting features - the differont types -~ the
different plstes - the diffcrent colors and hers the studonit w@o enjoys
the th=ill of plete reconstruction can spend a lifetime in such pursuit.
Some of the plates ero not difficult to reconstruct, others ars much more
difficult end there ar« several which have pever been put togother and in
my humtlec opinion, never will bs,

Just a few words regerding one of the most remarkable, (in my opinion}, of
all ‘the pletes from which U. 5. stamps were printed., This was tie Tirst
plete, -or Plste No. 1. This remarkeble steel plate wos in use fron the
spring of 1851 until possibly the middle of 1857, a period of over seven
years and in eddition it wes tho only plate from which One /Cai1t stamps
were printed from 1851 until November of 1855, What a plate, To Dr.
Carroll Chasc goes full credit for the first entire reconstruction of what
he originally termsd, Plate One, Second State, because this plato had "two
states, " a first or origtnal ccmrlttion and a "second condition." The

» "First Condition" covered the period from early 1851 to May 1352, ead

thenceforth the plstq wee the "socond condition." The chonge was dua to a
reconditioning of the plete, occasioned by & re-entry of the "reliefs" (de~
signs) and & "recutting" of top and bottom lines of 199 out of ths 200

po&i_inna on the plata, .

Dr. Chese served in the meh Amy 1n World War One from 1915 to 1919 za=

e Major in the Medical Corps, in ‘fact, spocielizing in surgleal woriz. IV
was during his ssrvice in France thot I becams so0 abeorbed in the study of
the One Cent of fifty-ore and with his notes before mo ahd tha assistence
of my old friead Alvin Good of Cleveland, I succeoded in reconstruciing the
"gsocomd condition" of Flete One, When Pr. Chase retumned from Frunce ha
journeyed to Kentucky and spent a weetr with me. It was during tivt visis
thet we docided to do ewoy with many cf the old terma and wo chongod
"Plete Ono, First Condition," to "Plnte One Iarly" end the second condition
to "Plate One Lats." No doubt such terms will last as lonz as we bhave
collectors of 19th Us, S, Plate Une Early produced but one stamp that had
the full die design - and this wa designsted as the 7R1E, the only Typns I
asmong the imperforato stamps, Vhen ths plate was reconditioned in 1852,
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position 7R1E became JR1L - no longer a Type I stamp but a Type 1IV.

And smong other such changes, the 4R1E, a Type IB, beceme 4KlL, a Type
II. Vhen the engraver went over the plste and recut top and bottom
lines of the designs he missed one position out of the 200, namely, 4R,
but dus to a re-entry of a different relief than wes originally used,
this position wae transformed from m Type IB to e Type II. Baing in the
top row of the right pane, this Type II stamp had a Type IV to its left,
to its right end below, so it ie possible to obtain Types II and IV in two
different horizontal pairs, (3R1L - 4R1L) and (4R1lL - S5R1L), but only one
vertical, viz.,, 4R1L - 14R1L. The S.,U.S. lists uader ;% - "pair, com-
binstion, Type II (4R1L) and Type IV - used $200," Of course, & vertical
pair is much senrcer and much more valuable than a horizontal.

Photograph No,., 152, illustrates & very beautiful vertical pair of 4R1L -
14R1L - full margins all sround, sheet margin at top and pert of 24R1L at
bottom. The top of the 4R shows the double transfer occasioned by the re-
entry of & trimmed relief. The top line is heavy due to tle re-entry but
it was not recut, and of course no recutting was done elong the bottom line,
Due to the "burnishing tool" the original "Typs IB" parts of ‘the bottom of
the design were "burnished out" end thus the change from Typs IB to 1II.

In a fine specialized collection of the One Cent could one wish for a finer
pair than thie one? Incidentelly, this pair chanmed hande at a recent
suction sale in New York City but at the time it vwas offered tl®re must
have been one of those ticker-tape parades becauso surely everyone in ate
tendance was looking out of the windows.

A PIRFORATED VERTICAL OF THE

4R1L, = 14R1L - ONE CENT 1057

Baok in 1926, in May, the Carrcll Chese collection of tha 1¢ 1851-57 was
s0ld at suction in Boston by Kelleher, lot 193 in thnt scle was a pair of
the 1¢ 1857 - Typss II end IV - 4R1L - 14R1L, end describod as "perfecily
centerad lightly cancelled xxrxx paper sli g,htly .stained, otherwise superb."
Also “many times raror (than an imperf vertical pair) and poseibly unique,”
It is poasible tha® fhis Chase palr is unique becauso I have no oiher ro=-
cord of a perforated pair of tlose positions. The late Stove Browen acquired
the Chase peir end after his death, when his collection was =o0ld by Harmer
Rooke « Co., this pair was Lot #672 in the sale of Oct, 31, 1939. In the
Chase sale the price was $80.00, In the Brown sale, the proce was $175.00.
The 1954 3,U.S,. under ;23 gives en estimate of $300.00, In the specializod
collection of the One Cent put together by Mr, Morris Forigang of New York
City, is a very fine pair of the 1¢ 1857, 3R1L = & Type 1V, and 4R1L, the

T iI.
vPe A COYVER To BERMUDA,

Photogreph No. 153, illustretes quite an interesting cover, and ons the
possesses several very unususl features, Here is a “combination of a 3¢ 1853
U, S. envelope, a 5¢ of 1856, eand a pair of 1¢ 1851, Type IV, to meke up a

, rate of 10¢g. It bears two postmarks of Georgetown, S.C, end is ‘sddressad
%o Mr, Henry B, Brown, U, 3, Consul, St, Georges, Bermude," Across the face
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is a framed "NOT PAID" in bleck and at right is & manuscript "4." The
date of the postmark is "29 DEC," which mesns that the use was December
1856 or later, let us suppose 1856 or 1857. I was a bit surprised

when I searched my files for a record of a U, 5. cover to Bemuda - an
early use before 1870, and found I did not bave even ono, Whether

this means that a cover to Bermuda prior to 1860, is a very scarce item,
I do not know, Perhaps I might not have considered such an item of
sufficient importance to record, However, one thing must be a fact,
viz., a cover to Bermuda with a 5¢ 1856 must be very, very rare if not
unigque, This lstter was forwarded to New York, and there it was hand-
stamped "NOT PAID," and then sent to Bermuda. Why the ®"NOT PaID?" Re-~
ferring to the P, L. « R, table of foreign rates for 1857, the rste to
British Viest Indies, not excesding 2500 milee - 1O¢ per 1/2 oz. This
referred to mail forwarded by an Americen Packet and I assume was to the
frontier rother then to ultimate destination. In other words, local or
‘domestic postage was extra, and in this case, the New York marking did
not meen that the U, S. postage bhad not been prepaid, but rether, postage
to destination, thus the manuscript "4," or 4 pence due from the addresses.
This is my analysis end for lack of positive evidence I am not sure I am
correct, At any rate, this is s most unusual cover and worthy of special
mention in this Service. It reposes in the collection of lir, Emmerson C.
Krug.

A LARGE VLSED BLOCK OF THE 24¢ I18GcoO:
"Photograph No, 154 illustrates a piece of @ cover with 12 copies of the 24¢
1860 Lilac, S. U, S. 437, consisting of a large block of ten and at right -

a vertical pair. It was meiled from Wilmington, N.C. on Feb. 16, 1861,
end wes doubtless a pert of a piece of Government msil as there was a slip
attached resding, "Supreme Court of the United States -~ Viashington, D. C."
No evidence of the original address. A used block of four of this stamp
catelogues & $750.00, and I believe thie block of 10 must be unicue as 1
do not recall ever having seen so large a used block. A postage rate of

$2.88,

Incidentally, blocks of wvarious sizes in unused o.g. condition are well
known, in fact, I recell two blocks of 15, (5V x 3H) formerly in the
Richey collection thet bad originally been @& lerge block of 30, and I be=-
lieve there is still & large unusad block of 40 in existence. Of course,
such items come from the "remainders" at the outbreak of the c¢ivil har.

- Large supplies of the "old sta-ps" wexe given to a Boston dealer for ar-
ranging the Government collection, so the story goes.

FAKED WEST:RN EXPRESS COV:iRS

For the past six mnnths several New York dealers have been attempting to
locate the source of fraudulemt Vestern Lxpress covers thet were offered
to them for sale, Most of these came from sources up in the northwest and
consisted of genuine "Western Frenks" to which hasd been added fated merk=
ings of various express companies, From time to time photographs of 'soms

. of the fakes were shown to me., " I suppose some crooks who should be jailed
have an idea it is & very simple matter to have imitation rubber stamps
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- made of scarce exrroas comprny mevkins 3 and ppply them to common Western

fronks end ther~'v mnke "o vero nnd unlone” Ltm - beretofora unknovn.

It seoms that the lotest bit of euth work ¥ns done by a crook who hod a
praferencn far the hapdsianpn of "Trocy & Ce." I bave jJust receisod
advico that the culprit who mreds tho I'ske Troey sovers has Lcea cppre-
hondad end taken to tla ghon wie:n 71 of hir ecountarfeit mubber stampe
woare mnde. That ho hod eanfencet, turnod ever all his Tako motoriai

snd mads reimbursomout of hund: »da of doll=rs. Incldonielly this hoppane
od 1a Fapens Orsgon. A paroesn yho world resert to sich fraud should ba
prosacuted Lo tha fulleel ~xtont of the Inv ropsrdless of how much it
bhurts 211 coooernad, va tho' olbars whe would attempt sieh dosplcoble
fraud wouldn't dore mnko an nttanpi. Le nre unnble to reach the Zarsekis
of France and other foreirm places but we should make it mighty hot forxr
snch thieves in Lhin cruntiv.

On papaa 37 io 40 of thio Servies, lsoia Fa, 7, of Ocinber 20, 1951, I
detcribad en intecesting cover with a 2¢ 1669 frop Houltew, Holra to

¥codetock, Now Bir-mewick, o pinca of first-clngo moll wilth a le sl rote
of but 2¢ =whe thy rgulnr rate won bg, This wns dv2 to tlo fect that
the two aoffjicer wars ¢nly e Tew miles aport, Poth vory ncer tho border-
line, -a gpocisl provinloon in the U, S.-Cooadian poninl treety providad
this epealel 2¢ ratn 1o ¢ort+dp cities in both countiring, tha i, 5, and
Cnrndo., Phiotoproph No, 27 1llnetrniod the obeve 24 1009 cover - ‘

Pretagoarh No, 155, $llustrates o cover Trom "Milo, wains™ on T™e, 17,

1863 40 “3c Amnton" (Sothumpton) - York Co., Mew Brunewich, viti n ¢
U, 1872 veratllion {#183). Thse tvo towns nre not elosa tor~"har,

hence there is no rclaticenehip batweon this eaver and Lhe 2¢ 106y (¥a.27).
Why Lbe ?¢ rata? Tiwm oxplanaiion in es follovri 1o Copyontion Lodwoen

Cthe twoe countrier of Febmmary 1, 1875, provided £hot tho dom:atie rein

ol ench eountry ghonld apply to moll exchapraed botwaon thy two, so of
Qctober 1nt, 10483, the domeotic yote in the U. 3, wos rodvgod frmm 3¢

to 2¢ rar 1/2 ainga, so eutomoticnlly the roto to Chucdo boornn 2¢. low-
ever, no reduction wes mede in the Conadisn domestie rote nncé 11 recminad
at 37, Thils cover shows sn oeTiy uze, Doc, 17, 1983, of thn Z¢ sota.

As of July 1, 1885, the U. S. durostis mmte was made 2¢ par one ounco
instend of 2¢ per half-nunce., The Conadisn rates remeinad unchoigod.
Effoctive May 8, 1889, the Cnnndian rote wae based upon one ounce, the
fos raomnining ut 3d.

(END OF ISSUE MNu. 39)
JUNE ), 1954
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

ISSUZ NO. 40 - JULY 1, 1954 (Fourth Series - 1954-55)

o 3 B A ob oy Mok B o 3 e e ok e

The ]Dosl‘mar‘K of Fhe
NEW YORK OCEAN MAIL

Vio Panama (o
CALIFORNIA AND OReGon

L1854 — 186l /

* The sbove 18 a rough drewing of a very interesting postel marking,

the "Ni¥ YORK OCGHAN .ail." Yesrs sgo it was erroneously referred

to es the "Clipper Ship" cancel end even to this day we find this

term used from time to time in some suction catalogues. No Govern-
m=sat mail contrects were ever awarded to any line of clipper ships

or sziling vessels, whelers, etc., to carry meil "around the Horn"

to Celifornia and Oregon. The fact is that the first U. /S. Mail Route
to Cslifornia snd Oregon was the Ocean islail by stesm vesscls to Panema
acroas the Isthmus and thence to San Frencisco with an suxilary route
to astoris, Orégon. This meil route wss opened in October 1848, and

* bofore the news reached the eastern section of the country thet gold

had been discovered on Sutter's Creok, the previous February (1828).
Previous to the esteblishment of the mail route there wes considerable
trade with the Pacific, end communication was conducted back snd forth

_——principally by whaling ships, west-bound meil being privaiely placed
;g;gggfzrd?_ﬂf«f” aboard & ship due to ssil, and incoming meil by such vesscls was rated,

when placed in the U. £, llall, as "Ship letters." Thus there wses no
such a thing as a "Clipper Ship. cencelation" or postmark. ’

The Ocean Liail was sent from New York to Chagres twice a month, end

until 1854, the New York Office used various types of positmer<s, but

in February of thast yeser, the type illustrated above first made ita
appesrence, and shortly efter was the type adopted for all the Oceon
Mail Via Panema to Californie snd Oregon. The type remainsd in use until
et least September of 1861. I have never seen or heard of an exanple

any later.
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A SPECIALIZiD COLLECTION OF THE
Nils YCRK OCLAN MsIL HaRKIIG.

Mr, Edger B. Jessup of Oskland, Calif has gathered together what is
undoubt#dly the most comprehensive and neerly complete specialized
collection of .thie interesting postel marking in existence. It ine
cludes specimeas of most all the values current during its period of use,
imporforate and psrforate, many different types of the l¢, 3¢, 5¢, and
10¢ 1851-1855-1857-1860, snd stamped envelopes, etc., etc. also & wide
varieiy of covers showing a great many very unusual uses. Incidentally
only one stamp of the 1861 issue is known with the "Ocean lail" and
this hoppens to be a block of four of the 5¢ Buff of 1B6l., Imagine a
used block of four of this semi-scarce stamp and to have it canceled
with the Ocesn Meill! I never even heard of a single, This is one of
the gems of the Jessup Specislized Collection. ;

THE OCEAN MAIL MARKING - SOLE UP TO DATE DATA

The sarliest uze I have recorded is a cover with a single 3¢ 1851 useod
to Philedelphia on Feb, 25 1854, I have & record of another 3¢ 1851
cover used to Vuehington on the samo dete, elso another 3¢ 1851 cover
used to New BHaven on the seme date, also a 3¢ 1851 cover to Boston on
the szme date, and also & cover with two 3¢ 13851 used to Boston on the

seme da%e, all five covers used ca Feb, 25, 1854, and not & single re-

corc of an earlier use. Iccidentslly Feb. 25th fell on a Saturdey in
18524, The eerliest known use of the marking on & cover via ths 'Ocean
Meil to Celifornia is Marczh 6, 1854 and ie & cover in the Jessup Collec-
tion. It is a 3¢ U. S. stampod envelope with a 3¢ 1851 (6¢ rate) both
tied by two strikses of the merkinz end dated "Mar 6" (1854). It is
addressed to "Sacramerto City, Cale," f/

5 SAILIEGS, TWICE A MONTH
ON THE STH - ON T..E 20TH

In 1854, the mail stesmships deperted from New York, for Chagres, Panama,

.on the 5th and 20th.of each month, provided those dates did not fall on

Sunday. When this heppenad the sailing was delayed a day, or to- the 6th
or 2lst. In 1854, Merch 5th fell on @ Sunday, hence the departurs dete
of “Mar 6." This is guite an interesting point because where & cover
from New York to Califomla shows no evidence of year use, the year can
be identifisd if the "Ocosn Lieil"™ postmark hes a day dste of the 6th or

2lst.

Photograph No. 156, illustrates a piece of cover with a 12¢ 1851 tied by

the "0...." marking of "Sep 21." A single 12¢ stamp seems to indicate s
double rete (2 x 6¢) to California end if eo ons would imagine the use
wes September 1854. However, in that yesr Sep 21 fell on Thursdsy, so
evidently this use was not 1854 and in addition my records show thaet the
mail ship "North Star" depsrted from New York with the Califormie mail

- on Sep, 20, 1854,




Page 303

In 1857, September 20th fell on Sunday, hence the sailing was delayed
until lionday "Sep. 21," hence this 12y stemp waes probably sént on
thet trip together with additional postage sa the single rate wes 104
to the West Coast at thet time. If the use of thie 12¢ stamp was on
Sep. 21, 1857, it recalls e terrible sea disester of that month.

In the New York Herald of Sep. 14, 1B57, the U, S. Mail Steamsiip Co.
advertised that the "S.S. Centrsl America" would sail with passengers,
cargo and meil for Aspinwsll, Panama on ionisy Sep Zlst, connecting
with the "S.S.’ansma" at Panama City for Ssa Francieco. The "S.S,
Centrel America" hed deperted eerly in September from Aspinwall, bound
for New York with over 700 passengers and crew, siod about ome million
and a half in gold, She stopped at Havana and left that port on Sep.
8th., A news item appesred in the N. Y. Herald of the 17th of Sep,,
stating thet great fears were felt for the safety of the ship as no
tidipge bad been received from her, It was reported that she was
caught in e terrific hurricane on September 9th, and thet the stom
raged for five days. On September 18th, the i, Y. Hersld reported that
the ship hed gone down on Sep. 12th in the storm and that only sixty
lives were paved out of 700. A number of prominent psopls of the time
went down with the ship. i =

In the issue of the Herald of Septomber 21st, it was advertised that
the Mail Steamship "Northern Light" had been substituted for the
"Central americe" and that she would sail that afternoon st 2 P.l.

f

/

THE GALIFORNIa RATE IN 1854

!

From July 1, 1851 to April 1, 1855, the rate to Cslifornia from the
eustern states wes 6¢ paid and 10¢ unpeid, per 1/2 ocunce. Years sgo I

- recall that pairs of the 3¢ 1851, with the "Ocean Mail" postmark were

rather scarce but by no means rare, It seems to me that in recent
years such covers have become quite scarce. %e can obtain a better ap-
preciaticn of this fact if we consider that covers with pairs of the 3¢
1851 canceled by the "Ocean keil" cover only the period from harch 6,
1854 to March 20, 1855. A good point to remember.

—SOKE UNUSUAL USES

It seams possible thet at times pieces of mail at the New York Office
wers siruck thru error with the "0,ii," stamper, as for example:

A) A cover to Frence with a 10¢ 1857 - Type V and & 5S¢ 1857 - Type II
brown - How very unusuell! (Jeseup) (1861)

B) A cover to Nova Scotim with & 10¢ 1855 (1856)

C) A cover to Cuba with a 10¢ 1857 - Type V (1859 ?2)

D) A cover to Portugal with a 24¢ 1860 and & 1¢ 1857 - Type V in 1861
lost unusuel = 24¢ plus l¢ Carrier

E) 4 cover to Hong Kong, China with e 5¢ 1857, Type -II (Jessup).

great rarity
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¥) On a California Penny Post cover. oee Photograph No. 42, this
Service. A Jessup cover, and very rare.

G) A single off cover ~ 10¢ 1857 Type V end a H.”air of the seme(off)

with the marking in red. lost unusual (ix-Carhart)

H) I have a record of an off cover copy of the 10¢ 1847 with the marking.
This stamp bscame invalid for postal use after June 30, 1851, and es
atated above, the postmsark did not come into use until February 1854.
Thus this copy might be a late use which "got by" the clerks of the
New York Post Officse or it could be & "Zareski." If I could lay
hande on it and meske a photograph by ultra-violet light, I might be
abls to learn if any pen merks had been removed. A collector is very
foolish to pay & big price for an item 1ike this unless he has some

ressonable assurence it is not something thet a Zareski meda.

MOKE "0.10." ITK:S

Imsgine a Hopair of the 5% 1856 with full margins on three sides, with the
"0, " morking, but such an item was shown to me ten years ago, and I
also have a record of & piece of a cover with two singles of the 5¢ 1856
tied by the marking. In the 10g 1855, 1 have a record of a vertical pair
of Type IV with the ™0.s." 88 well as a number of the other 1l0¢ typos,
end in the 10¢ 1857 (Type V) a block of four, and a ii.S. of five.

In the Gibeon Sgle by Vierd in June 1944, Lot 1574 wes a cover from Now
York (Nov 5) to Son Frencisco with a single 12¢ 1057 tied by the "0.1."
postmark. It sold « ;185.00. I never examined this item, so I canngt
vouch for it, btut a 12¢ 1857 with the merking is exceptionally rare.

The rate was 10¢, so why 1€¢? 1 Leve e rscord of a single off cover 24¢ .
1860, slso several 30¢ 1860, =nd two 90¢ 1860.

And now Tor the real deddy of all jtems with the "0...." merking. /

" Photograph No. 157, is en illustrstion of a block of 18 of the 12¢ 1851

in the Josaup collection. LMr, Jessup shows on this page an illustirstion
of an "0...." postmark of “hay 21" but I doubt if this is the date of tho
merking on the block, the month end dey of which is not legible. llay 21
fell on konday in 1855. Also shown is @ 12¢ 1857, Type I (Plate 1) end

e 12¢ 1857, Type 11 (Plate )) with the "0...." marking, two very rare

- stemps.

Incidentally, I esll the great majority of 12¢ stamps from Plste No. 1 a8
Type I, end all stemps from i’late No. 3 as Type 1I. '

I believe that the sbove conmtains more deta on this interesting postmark
than h?a ever been publishcd heretofore.

THE TYPLS OF THE 12¢ 1851-1857 -

As far as we are sware, only two plates furnished all the 12¢ stamps
that were issusd to the publie by the Post Office Depsrtment during the
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decade - 1851-1861. The first plate wes made in 1851 end it bore ths
plate number “"Wo. 1l." It supplied ell the imperforates, and all the
perforeted stemps from 1857 until 1860, when the eecond plate was made,
which was given the plete number, "No. 3." khy we do not know, 838 we
have no redord of a 12¢ :late No. 2. One might have been made and
ruined before it was put to press. The S.U.S. lists the 12¢ imp-.rforate
as ,17 and quotes s used copy e $22.50, ¥ call one hundrsd and ninsty-
five (195) stamps from this plate ss Typs I. In the catalogue under
#17, is the minor listing, quote: "Recut in lower left cormer (43L -
53L = 63L - 73L and 100L, Plste 1)." I cell these five stampes Type IV
because of the very umnusual recutting. The S.U.b.- quotes these five
“"Type IV" ¢ $40.00 each (used), which seems rather out of line with the
Type 1 regular stamp quoted « $22,.50,

Under No. 36, the ®, U. 5. lists the perforated 12¢ 1857. Under the
listiog is the following quotstion, guote: "This stamp wes printed
Trom two plestes, (Nos, 1 sand III). Plete 1 stamps have the outer frame,
lines complete. se from Pl te II1 have the frame lineas broken or
missing on one or both sides." (unquote) Y¥hy the catalogus refers to-
Plate 3 as "Plate III" -« I do not know. Seems rather silly. I call the
Plste 3 stamps as "Type III." Also under ,36, we find the listing of
the five "Typs IV" stamps, with e quotation of $17.50., Typs IV imper-
forates were issued from 1851 thru helf of 1857 end sre given a quota-
tion of ,40.00. Type IV perforoted were issuod from the middle of 1857
for three yeers end are quoted at $17.50. Of course, ¥40.00 does not
reflect the .scarcity of the Type IV imrerf, and nsturally the quotat}on
on the Type 1V perforated is way out of lime. If you have a copy of/ the
Tracy-ashbrook booklet on the 17¢ 1851-1857, you will find diagrams of
the five Type IV stamps on psges 8 and 9, also illustrationa of the Type
II stamps from Plste 3.

SOME FUNNY THINGS COME TO MY DESK /

I remember a certain collector ebout 8 dozen years or s0 ago ¥io accunue
lated sbout 150 copies of the 3¢ 1851, bought a Chass book and ‘then

wanted to write an erticle on the 3¢ 1851. I dm't know why he thought

he could do & better job thanm Chase but nevertheless I advised him to take
it eoasy., Strange how msny collectors have an ambition to boyoms phila=-
telic suthors. I don't suppose I should be at all critical, bscouso,

come to think of it, the bug gave me a bite way badc there in the nineteens.
By some I beliove 1 am classeod as a philatelic suthor but I don't recall
ever beilng invited to attend a philatelic writers breakfast.

Recently a very serious student of early U. S. sent me whet he thought wes
a very importsnt discovery - emn unknown plate variety which ke had re-
contly discovered. He intended to write guite sn article sbout it for
"STwiPS" mogezins but before sending it in for publication bs wished to
inquire if I had ever seen & duplicate. The item in question was @ hori-
zontal strip of four of the 12¢ 1851, end the owner had identified the
Dplate positions as 67R1 « 68R1 - 69Rl and 70R1l, becsuse the steup to

left was the double transfer which I had illustrsted in the Tracy-Ashbrook
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book. (See Fig. 17, pege 12), His sirip epperently ehowsd 6911 to
be a most remarkoble double tpsnsfer and because no illustirotion wos
shovn in the 12¢ tooklet, or mantion of 69R1 baing @ double transfer,
he assumed thet he had discoverod a heretofore untnowa varicty.

It will be recalled that there is in existence s 10¢ 1855 double
trensfer of which only one copy is known (sce my booklet om the 10g
1855-57). This unique copy knovm as the "Brown D.T."™ was "discovered”
alone about 1927 and no duplicate has ever come to light., 4nd then
there is the femous "Knapp Shift"™ which is certeinly unicue. I boliete
E, Perry called it an "imitstion shift," a kind of variety oot msntionad

in the L. U, 5. to my knowledgs.

The owner of the strip of 12¢ wondersed if his theory might be correct,
viz., that in the eerly dsys of the 12¢ plste, that 69R1 had this very
noticeable double transfer, thet lster, the position vas “burnished
out" end e fresh entry mede - thus two states of the 12¢ Plate No. 1.

TPhotograph 158, ie en enlerged illustration of the 69R1l in the stirio of
four. Note the word "CENTS," and what a variety, but unfortunately not
a plate variety but a piece of faking, whet we call a "painting,” but
in this case, pot drawn in with a paint brush, but by a pen under &
high power glass with infinite caro. The owner will have to forego
publicetion of his erticle.

I gave the Brown 10¢ 1B55 unicue D.T. quite a write-up in my 10¢ 1855~
57 book and it wes such & clever job I thought at thet time, 1935, it
was good a8 gold. It was reported that it bad cost the late Steve
Brown {1,70.00, but he bought it long before 1 ever heard of it or

laid eyes on it, In the Bxown sale in 1939 it was lot 549 and Elliott
Perry peid some $500.00 for it, representing the late Harry Jefferys,

I believe it is now in the Jefferys collection at the Franklih Institute

“in Philadelphia.

The Europeen fskers must got a tremendous laugh when they find their
warea pronounced good as gold by expert committees.

Photograph No, 159, illustrntes a 30¢ 1869 that came up in & recent New
York auction. It was described as follows, quote:

"fot 271 - \used) (121) - 30¢ Red and Blue, desipgn varying in detail
from final printing, '3' of '30' narrower, 'United States' smsller, no
curved shading lines below '30' etc, lFaint penmark, & rore perf

proof (?) with grill, very fine." A smell illustration was shown. It
will be recalled that the shield and spreasd eagle of the 30¢ 1869 was
printed in red, which we will hereafter refer to a® the "red design,"

snd the two flaga and stars were printed in blue, which we will rdfer to

as t.he "blue design,"

This stamp was loaned to me by & velued friend who purchased it in the
. f’

!
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sale. So far I have not mede a thorourh exemination of it but one
thing is sure, this is no "rare perf proof" but rather a counterfeit,
thet 1s, the red design is a counterfeit, and in my opinion, printed
from & counterfeit die. It is not a peinting or & “pen job." The
following are my conclusions at this time. (They are subject to change).

1} Originslly s genuine 30g¢ 1869 perhaps pencanceled.

2) Peper,- genuine.

3) Grill - genuine,

4) Perforations - genuine. i ' %
5) There is gum covering the back -~ fraudulent.

6) Pencanceled removed.

7) Blue design ~ genuine.

8) Red design - counterfeit.

sgsuming all of the above are fects, what is the answer? It woulé have
to bel?) the: some crook bleached out the rad design and printed in his
fake die. Why? Perheaps he wes exporimenting with the purpose in mind
of making a counterfeit 30¢ 1869 invert. & am, of enurse, going on the
theory it wes possible to bleach out the red without damsging the blue.
Why the removed pencancels? 7They could be explsined as having been
partially ramo\red after the 'red design was printed. /

Surely this was & foreign job end avi.dently dono by en "artist" who did
not understand English as the "UNITED" is spalled "UNTTED." ‘

Photogrsph No. 160, illustrates the counterfeit photcgraphed side-by-side
with a pl: te proof of the genuine stemp. The red counterfeit is a very
poor imitation of the genuine and I doubt if Sperati of Pari*é would turn
out such a poor piece of work, . /’

Whe tever this thing 18, 1t is the only 30¢ 18(9 counterfeit of which I

* have any record. Ve wonder if the crook made any "Inverts?" At lesst

we are flashins a red light. Bear this counterfeit in mind.

Where do olephants go to die? )

L have often wondered-whaot becomes of stemps and covers submitted to
expert committses for opinions end which such committecs condemn. °Owners
surcly return them to the sellar and probably obtein refunds, but what

.does—the desler meking the refurd—do with them? I believs in most cases

that the fitem is token out of circulation but I doubt if 8 certain eastern
dealer does any such'e thing. .This is my guess based on evidence. He
alwsys has the "out" thet he belioves it genuine end his opinion ie just
88 good as Ashbrook's or of the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Founda-

tion, " Here is a recent occurrence, 1 will refer to the dealer as"lir.X."

last fall a prominent collector sent me some copjes of the 10¢ 1847 to
have the plaste positions identifjed. In the lot were several "unused
0.g:" copies, all of which I found were used copies with cencels removed,
I have little faith in "superd unused }0¢ 1847" with "full original gum,"
8o 1 invarisbly meke enlerged photographs om specisl plates by the ultzxa-
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violet ray. ©Seldom does this method fail to show up traces if a ~<an-
celetion has been removed. Among the copies mentioned ebove was a

"14R," of which I mode en enlerged photogreph by ultres-violet ray. 1
advised the owner thet he hed been "pyped,” and X use thut word edvised-
ly because there wss a record of the price he bad peid for the stamp

end the name of the dealer "kr. X," who =14 it to him. Not only wss
this "superb" specimen pen cleaned, but in my opinion, the whole boitom
margin had been added and the bottom pert of the design redrawn. No
plumber did this job but rather e skilled philastelic artist. Other
perts of the stamp had been repaired such as thin spots filled in; etc.,
etc. I don't know exactly whet heppened after . returned the stamp with.
the photo by ultrs-violet but I presume the ovner returned the stamp to
mr, X snd obtained a refund. If he obtained & refund it was only becsuse
br. X was not able to pull the "out" that his opini-n was as good as
#Ashbrook's. My photograph left no room whetsoever for argument. This
all haopened last October.

last week I had saveral "unused" 19th U. S, submitted to me by & western
collector for my examinetion, and lo and behold, there was my old friend
the superd 10¢ 1847 - 14Kl « “unused with full o.g." There wss certain
evidence that it had been es0old to the present owner by "wr. X" and I
have every reeson to believe as @ scund end superb 10¢ 1847 - four full
margins, unused and with full original gum. i

I have 1ittle doubt thst this "14R" will travel back to "Mr. X" and if
the next victim is wise he will send it to me. If he don't, he might
be gyped to the tune of :250.00 to 4300.00.

Photograph No. 161, illustrates a 30¢ 1869 cover thet was Lot ,286 in the
Stolow Sele of Juns 2nd, 1954, and -avpeared £o be very beautiful, but
which -is evident 1y some of Zereski's work. The use was from New Orleans

. on June 14, 1869 and evidently tho crook removed a 15¢ 1869 and sub-

stituted this 30¢ stamp. The part of the New Orleans postmerk on the
stemp is ® paint job @s is also the “tie" of the New York po:tmark. In
this case, the 30¢ sismp was conceled in the lower left correr, so the
crook turned the stamp upsidedown and extended the cancelstion to the
cover to represent a "tie." The French receiving postmark shows this

cover went by americen Packet to England and thence across Channel and

thru Calais to France. On a single rate letter by this route the French
gshare of the 15¢ rate was 6g. Had this been & double rate with 30¢
Peid, then the credit in the New York postmerk would have been 2 x b¢
or 12¢, not 6¢ as we see it. Incidentally tbe 24¢ 1869 cover in tuds
sale, Lot 267 was also fraudulemt, but the buyer probably is not aware
of 1%.

“

YHILATELIC LITELWTURE

In a sale by Colby on Juns 14th last, there were 20 lots of philatelic
literature esnd because some of the prices were rather interesting, I
will lict them here. I think there is little doubt that standerd phila-
telio works sre quite a good and Bafe investment.
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ASherOk = 10¢.1855 - 1851 hOOklet ..tcc--ca-.a--o-.nol-o-$ ?|75
KathQOk - 1# 1651‘51 - tWo VOlUMEB .cecvessassnassnssnaes 40,00
BOG&S - Canada tﬂ Very fiﬁe Study) mesgcesss lli...‘..lllll.17‘5o
Chege - 3¢ 1851-57 - Original Edition (a superb study) ... 22.50
Chase - same ~ Rovised Bdition eceessvecsccsssoccsossnsusne 18050
Catalogue ~ Hind Sele - First -IN N.Y., (cheap st this
price} AR R E N S E NN NN N F R AN NN N RN NN N N
Catalogue - Knapp Sele -~ Perts I - II apd III, end priced 25.00
(A great piece of referonce materisal)
Stamp Specislist - Complete set - (very cheap) scessssscss 23.00

_The d'Apery Ssle by Stolow

On the 2nd to 4th of June lsst, portiops of the U. 5. 19th and 2
Century collection of the laete Dr. Tello J. d'Apery of I’hiladel ohia /
was sold at asuction in New York by Stolow. This firm does not give
out liste of prices reslized st their sales, There were some nice’
thinge in this collection znd 1 heve & list of the prices realized
on lota 1 to 590 inclusive, and will be glad to edvise any subscriber
of the prices on eny of the lots, Here ars a few that were interesting.
Of course, I cannot vouch for eny of the catalogue descriptions.
lot 2 - 10¢ 1847 unused R N R R N LT $ 220.00
" 6 - 1“ 1851 Typa IIIA - unused .......-..-...---....-.-aio ‘ 90n00
Y10 - 5¢ 1856 = used '.-o..(ois..occ.u.ulI..‘O!I.l.II.Ilt‘ﬂo 9 105.00
. 11 - 10¢ 1855 - unused = TYPB I .-ol..on.-l.n!....lo-lttnian 3 9? 50
H 16 - 10¢ 1855 - uﬂed - TYpo Iv PP OO NN CL DI POPEER OB ERYRSADD t 115 00
" 19 - 1¢ 185? - - o Iﬁ CPUPEPPOOPBIBNIIIPRIPEORRRIDAO $ 97 50
" 26 - 5¢ 185? - Block Four o.b. Type B G & sresscsissrvecesssnn $ 110.00
" }2 - 10# 185? - " ” TYPG V ceseesccsseassssssreavsnsss s 67-50
" 36 - 24¢ 1860 - used - Block Ten and a PBIT «ssvs0sevsvencas $125°=00
’ 38 - 9°¢'1860 - " - $P00coIreccee0tseentgBDetPT el TRt OeD s 50.00
"‘6 - 2‘¢ 1361-V1010t -\mgaed cohoodeegreaadeorpRraOTR e s 165l00
(Note: How foolish a person would )
be $o pay $165,00 for Lot 46 unless
he wes absplutely sure this was
THE VIOLKT)
1ot ‘9 - 5# 1861 Buff - unpused ot.--q.’too-'noouuouoouo----tt s 105 00
" 55 - 2¢ 18L3 BIOCk of 10 - unused ..c.aooe,...o-n.-c.ooo- $ 160 00
» 140 - 2¢ 1869 BiaGCt PPAUO TS ISR PP OSSR TEORROOUCERBeaPReTOD $ 52950
 ' 143 - 24 1869 - Block of 32 - unused srsscesvessraccosevon $ 380o00
i 17‘ - 6# 1869 - " 9 - n fee®PslolesensDesedS f 155000 .
" 181 - 10¢ 1869 - - " 4 - - -oOQQQOOQQCUD:oo--oo- s 190900.
N 219 -12¢ 1869 - " L 9 - " ...O‘.‘..'...:l'..... $ 90900
- 251 - 15’ 1869 - . L 4 - " (IS ET AR RN N E RN NN NN Y $ 220500
. 267 - 2‘d 1869 cover lﬂ fﬂke) eesoostsssesPePRBstnertadeona $ 210,00
" 268 = 15¢ 1869 Type I1I Invert scoecsncccsasevacsecscvranssase 31700-00
" 269 W 2‘¢ 1869 INDVBYL coevccevenssssrcesanssesscssncnsenses $1200,00

5.00 .

/
Oth /
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LOt 270 - 30¢ 1869 Invert PP ITRBIEROCROREBOPROeRRPOSORPARARBOD #‘zsonoo
% 2B5 ~ 30¢ 1B69 used block Of SIX cesecsressscssecsscss ¥ 0750
" 286 = 30¢ 1869 cover - a fake - see Photo 161 in this .

SGI‘VICO ISBuB 09900909000 RIOPRPRRERRROC0ORERRSROORD s 230000
" 292 = 90¢ 186? Block of 4 - unused seevevesescscsensssn #1600.1'}0

- (END OF ISSUE NO. 40)
July 1, 1954
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THREE RARE COLOES

There are perhaps a mumber of scarce colors of some of our early 1%th

U. S. that are unfamiiiar to 2 great mamy collectors who can boast of
fine collections of our early issues, I have in mind three which I will
discuss in this issue. Two are of the 3¢ 1851 and the other is a very
rare color of the /75, the 5¢ Red Brown of 1862.

The S.U.S. lists /10 as the 3¢ 1851 Oranpge Brown, and fives two other
variations of this color as "deep Orange Brown" and "Copper Brown." The
latter is one of three that I have in mind., This "Copper" is really a
gorgeous color and it surely must be quite scarce on the original cover.
Perhaps not in the opinion of Dr. Chase who has perhaps seen most of the
3¢ '51 covers now in existence. In my reference collection I have a single
off cover which I consider is an exceptional example of this COPPER color.
The first 3¢ stamps that were issued (July 1, 1851) were in the he Orange
Brown color, and it is knowvn as the 1851 color of the 3¢ stamp. In my year
colors of the 3¢ in my reference collection I include three 1851 shades -
(1) The Orange Brown, this is the average shade. (2) Pale Orange Brown.
(3) The "Copper." If jou are not familiar with this beautiful color I can
supply a color transparency which is an exceptionally close color match.

I note that Chase did not use the term "copper" in his great study of the
stamp, The second color I have in mind is wvhat I call the "1856 Orange Brown.”
The S.U.S, makes no mention of this shade. I believe that some of the ad-
vanced students and specialists in the 3¢ 1851-57, object to calling the

color that I have in mind, the "1856 Orange Brown." Chase in his 3¢ '51-'57
book stated as follows, on page 151, cuote: "Early in 1856 impressions

again became very clear and for a few months the color had more of a yellow
tone, Certain of these resemble rather #losely some of the 1851 orange-brovwm
printings. oot This color I eall dull yellowish rose red." (unguote).

In my reference collection I have a single that is a very cloce match to the

3¢ 18£1 "Pale Orange Brown." This single and a hlock of four in the same color
and surely from the same sheet of stomps, I removed from a "Court House"

cover, showing a use in 1856, The block is now in the collection ‘of Ir. Tracy
V. Simpson of Berkeley, Calif., My single is M, and for fear someone might
suggest that this block and single were printed in 1851 but not used until

1856, I am referring to Chase's remarks regarding Plate 8 in his 3¢ 1851 book,
quote: "Plate 8 was probably made xooxx about the first of April 1856."
(uncmote) I can supply a color tronsparency of my single to anyone interested.

The third color I have in mind is the 5¢ 1862, a variation of the "Red Brovm"

and a shade that I call the "5¢ 1862 Chestnut." I believe that it is inter—
esting to note the different colors of the 5¢ red brovm that Mr, Luf{ recorded
way back in the late eighteen nineties when his book on U. S, was first publishnd.

Ry e e i o A - T o T T ~ g -
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The 5¢ was a cheap stamp at that tim3 and he probably had a large nurber
of copies to study. His list follows: Red Brown, (June 23 1862), dark
red brown, brick red, orange brown, yellow brown, browm, (April 10, 1863),
bistre-brown, gray-brown, dark browm, black brown, (July 18, 1863). The
dates given are the earliest uses that Mr. Luff had been able to locate.
His earliest of any of the colors was June 23, 1862. We have since that
time set the earliest in the red brovm back to "Jan. 2, 1862," the date
given in the 5,U.5. and from my record of earliest uses.

The color that I call the "CHESTNUT" is an excellent match for a chade re—
corded by Ridgway as "KAISER ERGWN" (9K - Plate XIV - Ridgway book).

Years ago vhen I was attempting an intensive study of the colors of the 5¢
stamps, issues of 1861 - 1862 and 1863, I made a memo that my "Chestmut" was
a cross between a browvmish buff and the regular red brovm. I suppose that
what I had in mind was that the "Chestnut” had a bit more yellow than the
regular red brown shade,.

It is possible to gather together a most interesting specialized collection
of the 5¢ stamps of the National Bank Note Co., starting with the 5¢ Buff

of 18561, and continuing dovmn to the 1867 grill issues, Locating a very
elusive and extraordinary color such as a4 "Chestnut" is really a thrill. I
believe that a "gside collection" can be formed of "unusual items® and such
can consist of rare and unusual colors, three of which I have cited above,
very unusual foreign rate covers, in fuct, a specialized collection of items
that the other fellow coes not have, or perhaps was unawvare of the existence.

Recently my pood friend Emmerson C. Krug showed me a cover tc Manila, in the
Philippines with 1861 stamps, a 42¢ rate, consisting of a vertical strip of
four 10¢ 1861 and a 2¢ Black Jack, This wvas the only cover recorded in my
files showing a rate to the Philippines, I hod recorded tlis same cover
years ago as Lot 110A in a Kelleher sale of May 17, 1924, This is what I
call a most unusual item. Fine collections of foreign rate covers show uses
to England, to France, Prussia, Italy, ectc., etc., but how mamy can show a
rate to #anila? )

If you would care to have for future refcrence a color transparency (slide)
of the rare 5¢ 1862 "Chestnut™ I can supply a very fine reproduction of the
cOlor-

NEX YORK AUCTIONS

Last spring a subscriber to this Service and an old friend of mine, vrote

me that he had just returned from a visit to Nar York and vhile he was down
there he had attended one of the Naw York auction sales of stamps and covers.
There was a certain lot thzt he wvanted and he gave-a bid to one of the New
York denlers of {177.50. Vhen the lot came up, the item was sold to his
dealer Iriend @ .248,00, where upon the hwyer requested the auctioneer to
make the sale price 202,00, My friond was at a loss to understand wihy the
lot, after selling C J248.00 could bs changed back to 202,00 at the request

of the buyer. Aftcer the sole he incuired of the dealer regarding the in-

cident, and the dealer cxplained that he had three bids from clients on that
lot, viz., his bid of $177.50, one of {200.00 and the thi:;'d of 8248.00.
After the lot was knocked down to him at his hirh bid of .:2248.00, he re-
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quested the sale price be changed to /2202.00 which was °2,C0 higher than
his seccnd bid. There was no objection fram the floor so the change was
made, indicating thot no one elce in attendance had a higher bid than
200,00, Had some other decler had a bid of 220.C0, he could have ob-
Jected and made hio bid, whereupon the buyer could have roguested the price
be changed to (222,00, So if you attend one of the liar York sales and sce
such an incident occur you will know what it is all about.

Incidentally, there are New York dealers to whom auction bids can be in-
trusted who treat such commissions in the strictest secrecy.

Perhaps had the agent informed iy friend with the bid of {$177.50 that he
already had a bid of $248,00, his bid would have been raised to 250,00, but
it is‘easy to see how unfair this would have been., Further, conside: the
person whose bid was 200,.00. Vhen he saw the sale price was only £2.00
above his bid perhaps he thouht that his bid was only short by that sum,
whereas it was actually short by {(48.00, It is therefore unsafe to figure
when you miss a lot by a few dollars, that perhaps had you bid 10,00 more
you might have obtzined it,

AGAIN MR, "X©

In last month's issue of this Scrvice I cited a case vhere a prominent

dealcer had sold to a collector a copy of a 104 1847 as a mint copy, that is,
"unused, with the original gum" at a price of $250,00, How I had condemned
this copy as one that had fraudulent gum, had pencancelation removed and had
been repaired, not only repaired but had had a whole bottom margin added. I
suppoce there is no question but what the stamp wgs returned to Mr, "X!" and
the ;250,00 refunded, I placed on the back of this copy last fall "1LR" in
pencil, I now have before me a letter dated last April wherein lMr. "X" offer-
ed this same copy to a cecond victim who purchased it O "250,00. I am cuoting
as follows from the letter of My, "X.":

"Mint coples of the 10¢ 1847 are very scarce and I am fortunate in being
able to send you two copies herewith, As you are possibly aware, two or
three years back vhen the Scott Company priced gummed copics of these early
stamps in their Specialized Edition, the 10¢ was listed ot $500,00, These
stamps generally come without gum, which nmecans that they were possibly used
but not cancelled, hence were soaked off the envelope, Copies with ordginal

gum are rcally rare." (unquote)

The 1954 S.U.S. prices a 10¢ 18,7 "unused® 1 225,00, Just imagine!l! Surely
this refers to copies vhich fail to show a cancelation, that is, cleaned
copies. If a cleaned copy without fwm is worth (225,00, I wonder what a
cleaned copy, with drug store mucila;e is worth? Mr, "X" evidently figured
that §250,00 would be about ripnt.

Phot.ograph No. 162, shows the 4R that Mr, "X" sold his second victim last
April for $250,00, as an “wunused copy with full oripginal gum" - not that

drug store sticky stuff, but the real McCoy applied by Rawdon VWright Hatch

and Edson over a century ago. This phctograph was mace last October by
ULTRA-VIQLET RAY on a special panchromatic plate. One horizental pen removed
line is thru Washington's eyebrows, the other across the bridge of his nose.
Repair work shows up on the lower lip and in the upper part of the tri-foliste
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ornement at left, And incidentally, to make this damaged copy a superb
four-margin copy, a bottom margin was added. The bottom line is a paint
Job and so are the imprint initials "R.i.H. & E." I have little doubt
thet Mr. "X" 41l swear that he thought this vms just as he represented
it to be, Which remninds me that the Sovicts claim that they invented
the electric 1iyht, the telephone and telegrarh, the air plane, motion
picture, radio and I suppose, all the other great inventions of the past
century and a half, Mr. "X" is a member of the A.2,S5. and the facts in
this case have been laid before the Board of Vice-Presidents.

.Photorraph No. 163, illustrates a 3¢ 1851 cover used from Buffalo, N.Y. on

"Sep 12" (1853) to "Toronto, C,W." (Canada llest), All postal markings are
in blue. On the back is a Toronto merking of "SEP 12 1853" - (black). No
doubt the avera_e collector would oupposo that the 3¢ 1851 stamp paid a
full rate to Canada in 1853, and the chances are he would wcnder vhat that
blue marking meant, "Ud. States 6d." The fact is the 3¢ stamp did not pay
anything and it was wasted., Further, the blue marking was applied at
Buffalo and it was in fact a due marking as it was a notice to the Toronto
office that no postage had been paid at Buffalo, that this was an unpaid
letter and that "6d" (sixpence) should be collocted from the addressee.
Here follows a bit of data -

A new potal arrangement or agreement was signed with Canada at New York on
March 25, 1851, It became effective on April 6, 1851, It proviced a rate
from the U, S. of 10¢ per half ounce, California and Orcgon excepted, and
from Canada to the U. S. of sixpence sterling (equivalent to 10¢ U.S.),
California and Oregon excepted. Payment of posta;e was optional, but if
prepaid, the full rate had to be paid. No part peyments were permitted,
The California and Oregon rates were 15¢ U, S. and 9 pence Canadian.

Rates on printed circular matter could only be paid to the "lLine," and unless
prepaid, were not forwarded. ' At destinations regularcircular rates were
collected from the border, Mail was exchanged thru desipgnated border offices,
as for example, all mail sent to Buffalo for transmission into Canada went
direct to Torento. U.S.=Canadian maijl provides a very fine field for a
specialized collection, :

A 3¢ 1857 - TYPE II VARTETY '

On pace 62 of the Chase book, oririnal edition, (1929), is an illustration
of a very interesting plate variety on a 3¢ 1857, Type II ctomp, This is
vhat Dr, Chase.called the "Check Flaw"™ and on paye 61, he had the following,
cuote: "The cheek flaw, This shows a double defect on Washington's cheek =
two irregular blurs of color about lmm apa:t. Fron the body of an unknown

plate. (See Fig. 49)." (unquote).

Firure #1164, illustrates a very fine example of this interesting variety.

Dr, Chase recently informed me that the plrte from wvhich this varicty
originated is still unknown, also the pane or position. I have no informa-
tion as to the true cause of this variety. Tho "defect" was a small de-
pression in the surface of the steel plate which retained a sufficient amount
of ink to make an impression on the printed sheet. Chase described about a
dozen similar plcte flaws, small blurs of color, in various parts of the

— o B Y ST i
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3¢ 57, Type 1I stamps. Nonc of these are listed in the S, U, S.

VIA PONY EXPRESS
FRANKIED VWEiTLN

When the famed Pony Express was put into operation early in April 1860,
one of the rules of the operating company was, that under no circum-
stances was any mail matter to be carried "FRIL." The Company advertised
that, quote: "The charges on every letter sent per Pory Express to any
PODI WHATEVER will hereafter be $5.00 per half{ ounce and under, and at
that rate according to wveight. All letters must be enclosed in Government
staomped envelopes. xcoox NO FREE 1ETTERS WILL BE SIRT OVER THE ROUTE.®

{unquote)

One of the finest philatelic articles on the Pony Express that has ever
appeared in print was by Julius Loeb and publiched in the "American
Philatelist," issue of November 1930, In this erticle the author illus-
trated several covers sent "Free" over thce Pony Route and fraonked by
Milton S. Latham, U. S. Senator froam California, One of these very rare
covers passed from Loeb to the late Edw. S. Knapp, and in the Knapp sale
in 1941, it was Lot 1549. Later it came up in a Costales sale of June 7,
1950, being Lot 3., On April 29th last, this same cover was Lot {50 in a
' sale by Robert A. Siegel. The sale price was {1,350,00. The cover bears
1 the frank - "IMILTON S LATHAM - U.S5.5." It is addressed to George Vallace,
1 Esq. Secly to Gov. Dowmey, Sacramcnto, Calif. It bears the oval running
horse pony marking of "St. Joscph" -~ the date "May 27." The letter inside
bears a Washington date line of "May "20/60." Uhy was this letter and a few
similar items franked by Latham permitted to be carried over the Pony Route,
"Free?" The answer is that the Company was vitally intercsted in obtaining
a mail contract and the two strongest supporters in the U. S. Cenate were
the two members from California, Latham and Gwinn.

I am privileged to illustrate a very rare "FREE PONY" cover that has never
appeared in print. Photograph No, 165, shows a cover, (white cavelope),
franked by Senator Latham and addressed to Gen'l J. W. Denver, at Sacramento,
Calif, It bears the St, Joseph oval "running Pory" marking of "JUN 3" (1850).
In blue pencil is "FREE" and at right in pencil is "FREEL ~ F.A.iL"

The addressee, Gen'l James W/. Denver v@s a very prominent California politi-
cian and a close friend to Latham, Denver was Governor of Kansas Territory
when gold was discoversed in the Pike's Peak region, and the City of Denver,
Colo, was named for him., The letter wasc scnt care of his brother "Frank
Denver, Sacramento, Calif." '

This Latham letter was undoubtedly cnclosed in an envelope addressed to the
"jgent of the Pony LExpress, St. Joseph, Mo.," and of course franked by the
Senator., The agent marked it "FRIE - F.A.M." and sent it on its way by Pony
over the plains and mountains to California. The "Locb" cover described

= above left "St Joe" on "lloy 27" - the one to Gen'l Cenver, one week later

- on "Jun 3" (1860)., Few fine collections of Vesterns or of Pony Express
covers, can show a "FREE Pony."

GENERAL JAMES W, DENVER
A few words regarding Gen'l Denver. On August 1l4th, 1861, President Lincoln
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amnounced his appointment of Derver as Brizadier General of Voluniteers.
Early in 1863 the General decided to .c.,.Lba from the army and in Maorch
fiis resignation was cccepted.

w

- As a nice companion picce to the "Frze' Pony addressed to Gen'l Denver

we include Photograph Mo, 166, vhich TIllustrates a "Free" letter of

1843 from Senater Lathom postmisked "CONGREISS - JAN 29 - WASHINGTCN D.C.®
For other Pony Lipress covers illustrated in this Service see phctographs
#120 and L1,

AGAIN - FAKID VESTERN EXPRESS COVERS

In the June Jssue (1954) of thisa Service, on pages 299-300, I stated that a
faizer up in the northwest had hid a lot of frauvculent rubber stimps made,
had applied them to Vlestern Frak covers and had succeeded in disposing of
hundreds of dollars of worthloss material to & pumber of cocllectors and
¢eslors throout the country. This clowm confessed after he had been taken
to the chop where he had had his fraudulent stampers made, He turned over
his fake handstamps tc a cammnittee, who nade & record of them, ond then
destroyed them,

Fhotograph No. 167, illustrates one of chie “records” which T rholographod
with a millimeter scale so that measarensnby ecould bz mede with It of treo
various impressions., The crook is cne R. E. HNAMION - listed as a member of
the American Philatclic Society as Member ;/19L59, with address given az 6315
¥McKenzie YHy, Springfield, Orcgen. I do not find his name amorg the members
o the S8.P./., but h2 is listed as a me*nh"r of the Uestern Cover Scciety.
This clown tried to resipgn fram the A.F.S5. then he found he waa in trouble,

- but the Eoard rcfuscd to accept his resignaticn and will expell him this

month for "conduct unbecoming ¢ mombar.” It seems to me that this is very
light punishment fer a 1at who woqld attoupt to pull such a stunt. Ko doubt
the ilestern Cover lozicty and other or ganizotions will follew the cxample of
thz A,D.S. ond epell him frem mesberchip.,

In addition to the 2L fake handstamps illustroiod by photograph 7167, Munson
also had a freudulent svamper of the kiuliing nule, with a fake pestaark of
BGOLETA, Santa Barbara Ce. Cal. Mg 26 153z." This made 22 frauduleat
f‘ta.npbru that were destroyed by a comuittee of three, headed by Eduin R.
Pogne of Salem, Crepor.

The Western Cover Society publishes a naws letter from time to time vhich is
called "iestern Express." Mr. Hemry K. Clifford of Les fageles, Colif, is
the Editor. In the issue of "Feb-April 1934," Dr, ¥, Scott Poliond had an
article about the frauvdulent Mrson trasii, but ot that time it was not knowm
vho the guilty party waw., I bcolicve that the followving paragraph by Dr.

-Folland is especially interesting, cuote:

"The faker of these handstarmps ¢éid not muke them from oripginals, tub copicd
illustrations from the irell-knaimn book, '1%th Century United States Fancy
Cancecllations! by Herst~Zareski. This is btrue of all tle forgeries, except
one, that I have seen., Since the handstanps are exact inepes of the il-
lustrations in the book, it is possivle to identify them by the book."

(unquote).

e
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The book mentioned a'bove is the product of MICHIL ZARESKI of Paris, France,
the infemous forger of U. S, cancelaticns and foker of U, S. covers used t.o
France. ]‘J'zc:.dentally, this Zareski bock has a "Foraoword" by llarry M,
Kemdiser, from which I cuote as follows: )

"Since it is customary to pay public tribute to the research which a pnila-
tclic writer evidences in his contribution to American Philotely, it can be
-safcly stated that Mr. Zareski has shovn himcelf to be a compiler and author
who can be rated 'an ._rdent tudent of United States Postal History,!'™

(unouote)

¥y comment is BWJUST DAAGHE!NIY I micht add that this Zareski book is
advertised in "STAMPS," issue of July 31, 1954, pege 176, as a "Wonderful
Refcrence Book = (price) $5,00,"

From this publicity by me one might thiink that I was recomerrl:mg it.
"Heaven forbid." :

Vhat a team - Forger Manson, Forger Zareski and "Mr, X,"

EXD OF ISSUE NO. 41
AUGUST 1, 1954

FOURTH SEiRB?S 195L - 1955
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. ASIIBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

ISSUE NO. 42 - SEPTEMZER 1, 1954 (Series Four - 1954~1955)

SR S

THE ALFRED F. LICHTENSTEIN
IMEMORIAL AWARD
1954.

It was announced in the July 1954 number of "THE COLLECTORS CLUB
PIITLATELIST" that the Board of Governors of the Collectors Club
of New York City had chosen Dr. Carroll Chase for the 1954
Lichtenstein Memorial Award. The avard ill be presented to Dr.
Chase at a dinner to be given in his honor at the Hew York
Athletic Club, liew York, on Saturday cvening, October 23, 1954.

The late Alfred F. Lichtenstein of Newr York City wms one of our
greatest of /American philotelists. He was not only a collector but
in adaition, a profound student of the postage stamps of many
countries and their postal history. He was also a great patron of
our -beloved avocation and was most gencrous in his financial support
of many worthy philatclic projects.

He died suddenly of a heart attack in February 1947, a few months
before the Irrbernationnl Exhibition held in New York in Mgy of that
year.

The "Memorizl Avard" was established in 1952, and Theodore L.
Steimscy was chosen as the {irst recipient. Last ycar it was be-
stowed upon Dr, Clarence W, Hennan of Chicago, long prominent in
American philately, a student and author of numerous contributions
to American ph:.latellc literature. And now the 1954 Award goes to
one whom I believe is the best loved man in Amcrican philcately,
Dr. Carrecll Chase.

" IEADS OR TAILS ~ YCU LOSE

The Kiplinger Vashington Letter, (weekly), of July 31, 1954, had
this iten, quote:

"Stamp collectors who sell at a loss will pet no tax deduction, but
if collection is sold at a profit it is taxable as a eapitcl pain,®

AGAIN - WIRE STAPLES ON HEGISTERED MATL

Ever so often I receive a registered letter thru which a wire staple
was driven by some fool P.L., clerk. This is a darmable prectice and
surcly somecthing should be done to put a stop to it. Luckily, so

. far, I have not received one where a staple had damaged a cover or
- stamp, but I have received a number where the staples had been driven

thru the letters. Recently I received a registered letter frem a
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small office vhere the staple had gone thru the contents. I returncd
it %6 the writcr unopencd so that he could show it to his local post-
master. Staples are generally uscd to attach roturn receipto, so
vhen a writer requests a rcturn receipt he may be asking for trouble.
I generally report bad cascs to the following official -

. R. AERAIS

Aszictart Postmaster General
Bureau of Post Office Opcrations
Vashington 25, D. C.

with a request that he advise the offending P.C. that the usc of
wire stamples on registered mail is in violation of a . 0. Regile-
tion. Ibr., Abrams advisced me under date of July 15th last as follows,
quote: ¥ ;

"It ip noted that you are apprehensive lest the use of the staples
cause serious damage to the contents. i/hile the postmaster of Daoyton
will be recucsted to issue rencired instructions to all emplcyces con-
cerning the use of staples patrons may, when presenting registerecd
mail containing philatelic stamps, valuable documenis, cte., request
theo accepling postal employee not to affix the rcturn receipts by
means of staples." (uncuote)

If you receive a registeroed letter with wire staples will you please
write lir. Jbrams.

A CIRCULAR ICSUID BY TIE U. 8. TRE/ASURY DEPSRTIENT
reads as follows:

"FACTS ABOUT POSTICE STAIP ILLUSTRATICIIS

United States Stamps

IMustrations of canceled or uncanceled United States postoge stamps
are permitted by law when the illustrations camply with all of the
following conditions (title 18, U.S5.C., sec. 504(b), and regulations
of the Sceretary of the Treasury issued thereunder, published in

31 CFR, part 400):

(1) They cre in black and white.

(2) They are printed and published for philatclic
PUrposes.

(3) They are printed in articles, beoks, journals,
nowspapers, or albums (including the circulars
or advertising literature of legitimate dealcrs
in stanps or publishcrs of or dealers in phila-
telic or historical articles, books, journals,
or albums).

(4) They are of a size less than three—fourths or
oore than one and one-half times that of the
genuine stamps.
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All other illustrations of canceled or uncancded United States
postage stonps are prohibited by title 18, U.f.C., section 474,
which prohibits the naliing of any print, photograph, or other im-
pression in the likencss of any oblipation or other security of the
"United Stctes, or any part of a United States oblijution or security,
except by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury.

Foreipn Stamps

INlustrations of cancel and uncanceled foreigrn postage stamps are per-
mitted by law when the illustrations comply with all of the folloving
conditions (title 18, U.S5.C., sec. 504(a):

(1) Thoy are in black and vhite.

(2) They are printed end putliched for philatclic
purposes.

* (3) They cre printed in articles, books, journals,
newspapers, or albums (including the circulars or
advertising literature of legitimate declers in
stanmps or publishors of or dealers in philatelic
or historical articles, bocks, jowrnals, or albums).

Dlustrations of forcign postage stanps complying vith the foregoing
conditions nmay be printed in any size.

Al cther illustrations of canceled and uncanceled forecign postage

stamps, except illustrations of demonetized postage stamps, ore con-
sidercd prohibited by title 18, J.S.C., section LSl, tvhich prolibits
the making of amy photograph, print, or impression in the likecness of

any obl:cn'clon or other cecurity of a foreign govermment, or ory part
of such obligation or security.

The foregoing restrictions do not apply to JJ.lustratlonq of dezcnetized
foreign postage stamps, i.2., foreizn postape staomps wiiich cre no
longer valid for postac,e in the country vhich issued them, and illus-
tretions of such stamps may, for exumple, be in color. lowcver, tlic
counterfeiting of demonetized foreign stamps or the fraudulent usc of
illustrations of demonetized foreign stamps is prohibited by title 18,
u.s,.C., section 502,

Slides and Other Transparencics

INlustrations of postage stamps for ary purpose or in any manner othicr
than as sct forth above are prohibited except by speeicd permission cf
the Secretary of the Treasury. Persons wishing to make slides, motion
picture films, amd other transparcncices of United States or forcipn
postage stanps for philateliec, educitional, or historicel purpoeses
should request special permission therefor from the Secrctary of the
Treasury, Troasury Departnent, lashington 25, D.C., The recucst sihiould
describe the specific stamps which it is desired to illustratc, and
axplain the purpose for which the slides or other transparcncies cre
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to be used. Permission is not pgranted vwhen the slides or other
transparencies are to be used for advertising or other commerical

purposes.

Incuirios relative to the illustration of postape stampc should be |
made to the United States Secrct Service, Troasury Department, wihich
is the agoncy charged with the enforcement of laws and regulctions
applicable to postage stamp illustrations.

FCR_THE RECCRD

Ploase refer to Photograph No. 141, a port of the Scrvice Issue of
April 1, 1954. This, a Poiyy DExpress cover, west to cost, and de—
scribed on pagie ;274. (Bmorson C. Krug collection). Mr, Krug calls
my attention to the fact that thic same covor was described by Dr.
Carroll Chace in his bcok on the U, S, 3¢ '51-'57 = original edition,
published in 1929. On pages 314-315, Dr. Chase described this cover
as follows, quote:

"In cancelling the Pony Ixpress covers, it secmed the general rule

to postmark them at cech end of the route, For example a very thin
envelope has been seen with an oval blue postmark in the upper right
corner rcading “PONY IXPIESS, SA FRANCISCO, SEP, 29" and showdng a
picture of a running horse in the center. A black oval postmark was
added at St. Joseph, recading, "The Central Overland California &
Pike's Pealc Express Company St. Joseph, llb, Oct. 10." The stap a
104 1657 Type II, was cancclled at St. Joseph with a grey blue targot,
while the Government town poctmark also in grey blue reading "Saint
Joseph, Mo, Oct 11 - 1860," was applied to the cover.” (uxuote)

THE CIIACE BOOX

3¢ 1851 - 1857

The Chase book was published in 1929 but it had run serially in the
Ancrican Philotelist for a mumber of ycars previous, For the record,
the above description of tho Pory Dxpress coveor first appcared in
the "A.P," for February 1926, Vol. 39, No. 5, p. 296, almost 29 yeors

agoe.

TIE 1869 ISSUE
O N "EARLILGTY DAMES OF USE

. I am always plecased to see any 19th Century U.S. cover with o stamp,
or gtamps, showing an earlier usc than that listed in my records.

Regarding the stamps of theo 1869 issue, from vhat evidence that is
available, it is my opinion that some of the valuocs were jilaced on
sale in a far large post offices thruout the Eastern section of the
country as early as March 25, 1£69, or possibly the day before.

The S5.U.S. pives Harch 27, 1C69 opposite the 3¢, but I have no record
of such a cover. This datc has appeared in the {.U.5. since the
1937 edition. The earliest use I have ever examined of the 3¢ is
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For the 1¢ value the 5,U,S. lists April 1, 1869, vhich is no doubl
correct, tut I have no record of a 1¢ used that carly.

For the 2¢, the S.U,S, gives March 30, 1£€69, a cover of wh ich I have
a record.

For the 6¢, the 5.U.S. pives April 30, 1869, but, no doubt this
value was issued at lcast a month carlior, so perhaps a cover or
covers vdth the 6¢ will come to licht vith carlier detes in the
future.

(0% For the 10¢ value, the 5.U.5, lists April 10, 1649, and the ecarlicst
1869 in my record was April 7, 1C69 until a recent discovery of a cover
in England showin;' a use from licws Orleans on April 1, 1£09 to Spain,

Photorraph No. 168, illustrates this nev find. It is a2 blue folded
letter with date-line inside of /pril 1, 1869. The LRED New York
from postmark with A, PKT" is "Am- 6" and a red "London" postmork on the
New back is "AP 17 69." Ten cents wus the corroct sum to be paid on 2
Ocleans letter of not over 4 ounce to Sprin in 1869. Ve did nct have a postal
APR treoaty with that country, hence mail was sent to Englond and thence by
\ British mail to Spain. HNote the lkck handstamp - WPAID - CULY TC
1869 IIGLAND" vhich actually mcont, pedd only to the British firontier. The
% ounce rate to Britain in 1869 vas 12¢, so 104 was a pgnzcnt only to
the frontler. Thio lolter aftor reaching Lendon was then rated the
same as an unpaid letter oripginating in Encland with postoge cue from
the addressee. Tho due fifure is tho dark blue "JNG." This cover
does not show any "fixing."

For the 12¢ value, the 5.,U.C. lists April 5, 1869, a genuine cover
listed in my rccords. Ii. Emmerron Krug recently siowed me o cover
used from Nar York on "ipr 1," (1869(?)} to Palermo, Sicily, wiih a

15¢ Lincoln of 1866, a pair of the 2¢ 1£69, and a 12¢ 169 (31¢).
Becausc none of the stamps arc actually tied, and also because ther

is no real evidence that the 1869 stomps originated on this cover,
this item cannot be officizlly listed as the "earliest known'' uce of
a 12¢ 1869 stamp. The oingle rate vas 154 by one route, so this could
have becn ¢ double rate with a 1¢ overpgy, or it could have been merely
a single 15¢ rate (15¢ Lincoln) to which someone might have added the
1869 stomps. On a cover of this mature the postal moricings foil to
indicate wvhether the rate was single, double, ctec., ctc,

For the 15¢ Typc I walue, the 5.U,S. liste "Apr. 3, 1069" but in re~-
cent months a cover was discovered in England with a use a day ecarlier.

Photorraph Fo. 169, illustrates this recent find. It is an envclope
I.S‘ of thin blue paper with a 15¢ Type I used from Newr Orleans on "irr 2 1859"
TYpe Land addressed to Bordeaux, France. The postal markings prove that the
{969 rato was 15¢ by "AM. PKT," (not over # oz.), and a thorouch exomina-

tion of the cover discloges no ovidence whatsoevor of any tampering.
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For the 15¢ Type 1I, the 5.U.S. gives lay 23, 1869, a cover that 1
discovered back in 1951. MNo carlicr use of the Type II has been
found since that time.

The S5.U.S5. fails to list any datc opposite the 24¢ value and my

earliest recorded use up urntil 1949 was "Apr. 23, 1869," vicn a

cover was submitted to mé by the Expert Comrittee of the Pauilatelic
Foundation. This showed a use from Nev York on "Aoril 7, 1£69," and
was addressed to Shanghai, China, with a 24¢ 1869 and a 10 1269, a

3L4¢ rate "Via Southampton." All markings were in accord with the
correct 34¢ rate and the cancelations on the stamps were a type knowm to
me to have been used in April 1€69 in the Foreipn Division of the New
York Post Cffice. Inasmuch as genuine 24¢ 1€69 covers arc vory rore
(fakes being ccrmon) such 2 genuine use with sc carly a date was a

most welcome addition to my records. Incidentally, this cover post~
marked front and back at lew York on "Apr 7" evidemtly departed for
England on the same ship as the 15¢ 1069 cover illustrated by FPhotograph
No. 169. My records chovr that a British mail ship, (Cunard Line), de-
parted from New York on April 7, 1£69.

The 5.U.S. lists "May 29, 1£69" opposite the 30¢ value and this vas a
cover in the Second Knapp Sale of Nov. 5th, 1941, Lot 1783. All posta
markings were in accord with the rate and route the letter traveled and
I noted nothing cuestionable about the cover when I examined it for I,
Knapp back in the late nincteen thirties.

For the 90¢ 1869, the S.U.S. gives "Sep. 9, 1869." as no cover with 2
90¢ 1869 used in the year 169 is known, such a date of use would have
to be taken fram an item with a postmarked date. Such an item was re-
ported years ‘azo with "Sep 9" but the source was cuite unrcliable in
my opinion. Under the circumstances perhaps it would be better if the
S.U.S. deleted the date of Sep. 9, 1869. After all, such a late use
136 meaningless as the 90¢ stemp was surely issued long before Scptember
1869.

REGARDING VALULS OF EARLE'ST KNCWN USES

As long 25 a cover with a certoin stamp shows its authenticated
earliest use known, I supposc the cover has some extra market value,
but one must consider that its raik as the "earliest knovm," mirht

be supcrceded at any time by an earlier date. In other viords, in ny
opinion, a cover has some extra markct value, as an "earliest xnowm
use," only, as long as it remains as such. As an example, I will cite
the following - Vhen my book on tiic U. S. One Cont of 1851-1857 was
published in 1938, the earliest use I had been able to discover of a
1¢ 1857 stamp from Plcte 10, (Type V) was Dec. 21, 1£60, Since that
time, covers have been discovered from time to time with earlicr uses,
until at the present time, the earliest use of record of a Type V
stamp fron Plrte 10 is July 25, 1360.

Compiling "earliest knovm dates of use" of 19th Century stamps is a
bit of research work that odtends back for many years. It was originally
started by Dr. Cerroll Chasc. then a precent day collector clances ot
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some collectors will vonder why this cover realized such a nrice.

" Arain I would like to emphasize the fact that covers that are most

unusual are the items that are sought for by the well-informed and
smart collector. By unmusual, I refer to a cover that may be 2
beautiful show piece, or a cover with some very umusual rete or
marking, or a cover with a certain stemp that may not be scarce off
cover but is quite rare on cover, as for ctemple, a genuinc cover
with 24¢ 1869. It is really surprising how very fow fine U. S,
collections can show & genuine cover with this stamp, the 24¢ 1£€89,

The Fox-Sale cover {224 was cquite a beautiful cover with a very fine
10¢ 1855 tied by a red "PAID." Aside from being & real "Show Piece'
this cover has an extremely rare circular marking vhich reads,
WIXPRCSS MALL - BOSTON — OCT 23." Incidentally, I know of but tiwo
covers with this marking, the other doted ®SEP 1T7.%

Photogravh No. 183, illustrates the Ex~Lehman cover which was de-—
scribed, quote: "10¢ Green, Typc 1I, 4 huge margins, deep rich im-
pressicn, tied red paid on cover Pm:c United States in circle nnd
Express Mail Boston Oct. 23. Supcrb." (uncuote)

/
With photograph 183 is shovm tracings of markinss on this cover, the '
photogrdph of the cover and markings is of a smaller size than the
original and the tracings were made to show the type r"'thcr than any
attempt to imitate the orlglnals.

The "Express Mzil" marking on this cover, as stated above, is a very
rare type and should not be confused with the more common type used
beticen Boston and New York and reading, "U, S, Express ilail - Boston,
Mass." with date. ;

Cover 7183 is a blue envelope, with no enclosure, and partial tracings
of the back markings are shown with 1855 year date. fccording to
various authorities, mail bty the "Ixpross Mail" between Boston, Eastport,
Maine and St. John's, How Brunsuwick was earried cduring the decade 1850-
1860, and perhaps later, by Favor's Ixoress. According to Elliott Perry
(Pats {22 - p.530), mail was carried by this ocean route to the above
three ports because there was no railroad. I have been unable to find
any record of a U. S. stcamboat mail route betwcen the above ports during
the eiphteen fifties and I wonder if the route was under contract to the
Canadian Govermment rather than the U.S, F.C.D.? A stcamer by the name
of the "Admiral" ran betueen the three ports end a circulor mar}.:.n,_, is
of record which reads, "Favor's JFixpress -~ NOV 1€56 - Steamcr Admiralf
(Perry ~ Pats No, 22). A eirculcr mariting is ‘also of record which reads,
"COLONIAL EXF:TSS !AIL - ST. JGHN M. B. HOV 3" (Perry - Pats Ho, 22).
(Mlso sce Scrvice Photo #€1).

Regarding the rare Express Mail marking with "BCCTCH" on this cover.
Sinmilar types are of record of the same type, one with "EA:T’G?:T" i
small type, the other "ST. JCHN,"
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his 5.U.S. for data regarding a certain 19th Century stamp including

its approximnte date of issue, I wonder if he has a true appreciation
of the research work back of this or that date, and the care that was
exercised in the effort not to record false ini‘ormtion.

Glancing thru a file of the "A.P." for:October 1924, I ran across an
article entitled, "REGARDING TIIE DATE OF ISSUE OF STAIZPS FRCI{ EACH

. PLATE USED FCR THE 1851~1857 U. S.' ADIESIVIS = by Carroll Chase and

Stanley B. Ashbrook," The authors solicited advice regarding any
earlier dates than listed but stated, "For obvious reasons, none can
be listed unless actually scen by one of us."

AE847 STALPS USED ABROAD

In various issues of this SIRVICE, I have expressed the opinion that
covers with 1847 stamps used to foreign countries were much rarer
than generally supposed. If my estimate is correct, then such items
are an excellent philatelic investment. Also quite safe and sound.

I note that I heve illustrated the following 1847 covers to foreign
countries, in this SZRVICE since 1951:

To Canada = Photo 2.

To Cermany -~ Photos /9 = 52 = 59 -« 125,
To Holland - Photos #10 = 13,

To Mexico - Photos #37 = 38.

To Belgium = Photos ;/60 -6

To France - Photo 163,

In this list are none to Great Bri 1in, yet when the U.S.-Dritish postal
trcaty went into effect on Februo.y 15th, 1849, and established a single
rate of 24¢, the 1847 stanps were current, and business correspondence
with Britain was rather hcavy. It appears thot it was not the custom to
Prepay such mail with 1847 stamps, and perhaps the reason was that it
cost an extra penny to do so, (25¢ for the 24¢ rate). Here may be the
explanation for the apparent scarcity of covers to Britain with the
stanps of our "First Issue,"

Under date of June 1llth, 1851, U, S. Postmaster Gencral N. K. Hall,

issued an order to postmasters thruout the cowrtry and to the public,
stating that after the 30th of that month (June 1851), "The five and
ten cent postage stamps >ccz will not be received in prepayment of postage.’

(Note by S.B.A.= The full text of this order demonetizing the 1847
stamps was published in "The United States Postal Guide and Official
Advertiser" - issue of June 1851, Vol. 1, No. 12, pages 361 and 362,
headed, "Notice to the Public and Instructions to Pos tm.sters")

Photopraph No., 170, i1lustrates a most unusual cover. It shows the 1¢

RS TP 8 e

overpaid rate to England, and also a use of the 18,7 stamps from Phila-
delphia on November 3, 1851, four months after these stamps hac been
declared invalid for the payment of postage by the Postmastcr General of
the U.S5. Ve vonder if his action was actually legal?
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The cover illustrated shows the rate stamp "24" in the came blue ink as
the postmark, also the credit in red of "19" to C.B. Blue grids canceled
the stamps. A red Liverpool postmark was struck rather faintly at lower

- left. This type of Philadelphia postmark with broken outer ring is well
knovn on covers of this late period of 1€51. .

AGATH] ~ REGARDING NEW YORX AUCTIONS

In my last issue of August 1lst, I had a fow notes on the bidding 2t a

New York auction. I sent a copy to a2 friend in Hew York and in reply he
stated that he never witnessed such a thing and that he had becen attend-
ing stamp auctions in Newr York for years. lle stated theot if an agent had

three bids, as I stated, of J177.50, $200,00 and 7248.00, and the lot was

knocked down @ {177.50, the buyer could recuest the auctioneer to record

the sale O {202.00 and it would go to the person who had given him a bid

of 246,00, In cther words, sales prices were never lowered but could be
raised, when an agent held bids as cited above.

: CHINA & JAPAN

STEAM MAIL SERVICE

The annual report of U, S. Postmaster General William Dennison, dated Nov-
ember 15, 1865, stated, cuote: "The contract for the meil stcanship ser-
vice to Japan and China was awarded, on the 28th of August last, to the
PACIFIC MATI, STEAMSIIP COMPANY, whose bid for the required scrvice at the
sum of {5C0,000 for twelve round trips per annum, between San Francisco
and long; Kong, touching on the outward and homeward passages; to land and
receive mails, at the port of Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands, and the
port of Kanagawa, in Japan, was the only one received under the advertise-
ment of this department inviting proposals for the service. The Company

-are to build four first-class pca~-going steamships, of from 3,500 to 4,000

tons burden each, governmen® measureent, and commence the scrvice on or
before the first of Jamuary, 1867." (unquote)

The annual report of Postmaster Gencral A, . Randall, dated November 26,
1866, contained the following, quote:

"The Pacific Mail Steamship Company of New York, to which was awarded
the contract for the China mail service, authorized by the act of Febru-
ary 17, 1865, has executed a contract for that service, a copy of vhich is
nexed. The high reputation of this compamny, their experience and uncoubt-
ed resources, and the zeal and energy which they have manifested in making
preparations for the service, afford a guarantee of the success of this

great national enterprise to etend and develop American cormerce, by ob-

taining control of the vast and constantly increasing trade of Japan and

China, which the advantages of our peographical position should enable us

to possess.

The contract is for monthly trips betieen San Francisco and Hong Kong,
touching at the ports of Honolulu in the Sandwich Islands, and Yokohama
(Kanagava) in Japan, both on the outward and inward passages, by a line of

first-class American sca~going side-wheel steomships of not less than
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3,500 tons burden, pgoverment mea...urment, and of sufficient mmbcr, not
dess than four, to perform the stipulated service.

~ The Great Republic, tho first of the new sboamchips building special-
ly for this scrvice, was launched at Now York on the &th of Hovember
instant, is now receiving her machinery, and is expected to be rcady for
sea about the lst of May, 1867. Sho will register over 4,100 tons, govern-
ment measurement, or 1,100 tons more than the minimum tommare named in
the law; her extreme longth is 380 feet, extreme brcadth 50 feet, depth
of hold 50 feet, and her draught when ordinarily loaded will be 21 fest.
The second stoamship, of similar size and proportions, is to be launched
early in December of this yeor, and will be prepared for sorvice about the
lst of July, 18567; and the machincry for two others of like dimensions is
in course of construction., An inspection of the hulls and machinecry of
these ships, as well as a gencral knowledge of the preparations making

by the contractors, has satisficd me that every possible exertion is bcm[;
used to fulfil thc requircments of the law and contract.

The company have tendered their first-class stcamship Colorado to
take the mails from San Francisco on the lst of Jamuary, 1867, the day
named in the law. This ship, which has been withdraym from the Panama and
San Francisco line to prepare Her for service on the China route, is of
the required tonnage, and will, it is believed, fully comply in other re-
spects with the terms of the law and contract, althougch the report of her

-inspection by a naval constructor, under instructions lately given by the

Secretary of the Navy, has not yet been received.

In the building of stean.;hlp.; for this line the centractors encounter-
ed a practical difficulty, arigcing out of two conflicting conditions:
first, the necessity of constructing ships that could make the long voyage
of 7,087 miles between San Francisco and Hong Kong, by the route nomed
in the law, with safety and success, as regcards tho main object for which
Congress authorized the establishment of the line; and secondly, the
practicability of securing that object without making the ships so lorge
as to preclude, by their heavy draught, the possibility of entcring the
harbor of Honolulu, which has a2 depth of water, under favorable circum-
stances, of barely 21 feet. These two conditions, they allege, were
found to be inconsistent, dand they therefore assumed the responsibility
of so constructing the ships as to attain the more important objects of -
the subsidy, while necessarily placing a practical difficulty in the wvay
of the accomplishment of the lesser, belicving this to be the only course .
open to them without disreparding the main ends of their contract, as well
as the wisest for the public interests to be promoted by the establishment

-of the line. They are, consequently, building ships of much grecter cost,

by reason of increcased size, and proportionally morc expensive to keep in
service, than was necessary to meet the minimum requirements of the law.
Althouch the law, and the comtroct executed in pursuance thereof, name
Honolulu as an intermediate port, the fact appecrs to be well established
by reliable official informotion, that the laws vhich govern the naviga-
tion of the Pacific ocean, render it umise, if not incompatible with the
complete success of the entcrprise, to require the steamships to touch at
the Sandwich Islands on 't.heir pa.,sagos betwoen San Francisco, Japan and
China." (unquote) :
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CHINA & JAPAN ~ STEAM MAIL SCERVICE
THE CONTRACT \ITH THE P.M.E.S5. CO.

A copy of the contract betieen Postmacter Cencral Randall and the
F....5.5. Co, appears in the P. !I. G. Report for 1866. It was signed by
Allan Mclane for the Company., Some of the principal features were as
follows. The contract was in accord vith an Act of Congress approved
Feb, 17, 1865, entitled - "An /ct to authorize the establishment of
ocean mail steamship scrvice betvecn the United States and China.”
Contract to begin on or bcfore the lat of January 1867, and to run for
ten years, consisting of 12 round trips per annum at an annual corpensa-
tion of 500,000. The S, S. Company agreed to transport free of ex~
pense on each stcamer a U. S, Moil Agent. A mail stcamship was to depart
on the first day of each month from San Francisco, and on the 15th of
each month from Hong Kong, but it was provided in the contract, quote:
“or upon such other days as may be hereaftor selected, with the apnroval
of the Postmaster General, in order to maoke connection with the steom-
ships from New York, (note, mail ships from Panama to San Franciseo),
and the English lincs (note, at long Kong), from China to Southampton
and Marseilles; and also that said steamship shall make an average run
of not less than 200 nautical miles a day while ot sca; and that the
stoppages at the intermediate ports of Honolulu and Kanagowh (Yokohama)
shall not exceed the time absolutely necessary to land and receive the
mails, passengers, and cargo, and receive coals; and, further, that after
the performance of the second round voyare to Hong Kong and back, to
arrange and adopt a schecdule, with the approval of the Postmaster Gener-
al, fixing the days and hours of arrival at and departure from the re-
spective terminal and intermediate ports." (unquote).

No letters or newspapers wer'e to be car'ied outside of the U, S, Ihil,
and there was to te no transmitting of cormercial intellipgence more

. rapidly than by mail. The Company was not knowingly permitted to convey

any person carrying on the business of transporting letters or other
mail matter, without the specinl consent of the Post Office Department.

Payment of tle contract price was to be made in the "eurrency” of the
U. S., in quarterly payments.  After a repgular schedule was adopted of
doys and hours of arrival and departure, the Company was subject to

- fines for failures.

The Postmastor General was given the pover "to determine this contract
at any time in case of its being underlet or ascigned teo any other
party,” and also to "annul the contract for repeated failures" or other
viclations. .

CHINA AND JAPAN MAIL SFRVICE
TMPORTANT CIIANGES 170k i ORIGIIIAL CONTRACT

Two important changes were made in the original comtract as follows:
(1) It was deemed inadvisable to require the mail ships of the line to
stop at Honolulii, either poing or returning, and (2) It was decided
that the mail ships depart from San Francisco and terminate their
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voyage at Hong Kong, China, with calls at Yokohamn, Japan, or scme
other Japancse port. In licu of tho sarvice to Homolulu, the B, S.

Company agreed to operate a branch line to Shanghai, from Japan.

/'[ 2
MATL STT. MSHIP LIIE TC HAUAIL :

By an act of Congross of March 2, 1867, tho Postmoster General was
authorized to execute o contract for mail steamship service to lawreil,
this in lieu of the change in the China - Japon seorvice. /i contract
was avarded to "The California, Oreron, and lioxdcan Stecamship Cemparg®

~ for twelve rournd trips per amaum at 75,000, betirecn the ports of San

Francisco and Honolulu.. A contract was executed with the Ccmpany on
July 30th, 1867, and scrvice was commenced on Oc¢tober 15th, 1867.

CHINA AID JAPAN MAl), SCRVICE 1867

In his annual report of November 26, 1867, Postmaster General Alex.
¥#. Randall rave the follmidng facts recarding this importont new
scrvice, quote:

"The mail stcamship service betueen the United States and China,
authorized by the aot of Congress approved February 17, 18655, was
camcneed on the lst of Jamucry, 1667, by the departure of the steam-
ship Colorade from San Francisco with the nmails for Japan and China,
and two additional round trips have been performed betireen San Fran—

. eisco on 3d of April and 4th of July, and delivering rcturn mails ot

that port on 15th June and 15tt. Septamber, recpectively. The avercce
duration of the throe voyages of the Colorado wore ac follows, vis:

Doys. Hours. Kin.

From San Francisco to Yokoh&ma .evevveecssescees 22 17 i1
Fronm San Francisco teo Hong Komg), including do-

tmtien at Yokom Gt S0 TadsdeNENBIBEO RSB IESS 30 11 10
From Yokochama to Iionfxonﬁ tesernrocssbteneseene 6 2 L8
Fm I‘lonc KOT\: tOYOkogm sesesssvsossssnrbetogne 7 12 k6
From Yokohama to San Francit€o .eeesececereccsse 21 9 c
From llong Kong to San Franeisco, including de

tmtion at Yokm e ¢ PR BDBSARGIRNAED PSSP ROT RO Y 30 a 7

The Groat Republie and China, built expressly from this scrvice,
have been placed upon the line. The Creat Republic has just completed
her first round voyage, begun 2t San Franeisco September 3, 1867, and
ended Novembor 19, 1867, and the China entered on her first voyape
from San Francisco on the l4th October, 1867. The contractors expect
to have the Jopan, the third steamechip bullding for the line, roady for
scrvice about the lst of July, 1868, and the fourth steamship, not yeot

- named, but now on the stocks in g state of formardness, will likcidse

be roady for sorvice in Jamuary, 1869. Thay are unable at preseat

~ to indicate the time of commencing the full monthly service racuired

by the contract.

A supplomental contract wos cxocuted on the 20th of Morch, 1887, a
copy of vhich is anncxed, for tho convgyance of tho United Staotes mails
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without additional charge, in lieu of the Honolulu service released,
by a branch line of steamers between Yokohama, or other port in Japan
used by the main line, and the port of Shanghai, in China, making
contimious rcgular monthly trips between said ports in commection
with the main line, both on the outward and homeward voyages, accord-
ing to the terms and conditions of the second section of the act of
Congress approved February 18, 1867; the branch service to be put into
operation in connection with the steamship leaving San Francisco on
the 3d of July, 18567, for Yokohama and Hong Kong, and her return.

In April last the contractors applied for permissiom to perform
the mail service between Yokohama and Hong Kong by a monthly branch
line of first-class American side-wheel steamships, in regular connec-
tion with the main line, under the stipulations of the contract, similar

~ to those authorized.by the act of February 18, 1867, for the branch

service between Yokohama and Shanghai, representing that it mipht be-
core necessary, in order to perform the China mail service with the
fullest efficiency, to toerminate the voyare of the large ships required
by the contract at Yokohama, end to employ one or more branch steam-
ships of a like class and description, but less in size only, to do

the service between Yokohama and Hong Kong., After full consideration
and consultation with tho Attorney Cenercl upon the question of authority,
who was of the opinion that the modification of service desired was vith-
in the spirit of the law of February 17, 1865, considered in connection
with the amendatory act of February 18, 1867, the permission asked was
granted by the department, until Congress shall have lerislated further
in relation to this service. The steamer New York was despatched on 3d
of August for Hong Kong and Yokohama, via Cape of Good Hope, to be ready
to perform the branch service betizcen those ports, should it be found
best to do it in this way, under the permission pxranted by the depart-

ment. .

The company have also been authorized to change the Japan port of
calling from Yokchama to Osaka, and to carmry thre transfer into im-
mediate effect if their president, who has gone to Japan and China for
the purpose of inspecting and perfecting the service in that cuartcr,
should consider it desirable to make that change in order to increase
the efficiency of the mdil service, and benefit all interests commected
with the establishment of the line.

To carry into successful operation a new steamship line of such ex-
tent and netional importance, it was deemed expedient to employ a mail
agent on board of each stcamshiyp, to receive and take charge of the
mails, to attend to their exchange and"delivery af all points on the
route, and also advise the department of all irregularities of service,
and moke such recommendations for promoting its usefulness and efficiency
as personal observation would enable them to suggest. Four agents have
been appointed and are now employed in this service; two on the main '
line between San Francisco and Yokohama, one between Yokohamz and llong
Kong, and oné on the branch line betueen Yokohama and Shanghal, It was
also necessary to employ agents at Kanagawa, (Japan,) end at -Shanghai,
(China,) to receive, deliver, make up, and despatch the mails conveyed

i
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~to ond fron each of those ports; and in the absence of lerislation

authorizing the establishment of United States postal ogencies in
_eonnecticn with this service, or any appropriation to pay salaries of
‘officers and other exponses ineident thereto, tho United States cone
sul genoral ot Shanghai, and United States consul at Kanogawa wvere,
vith tho cencurrence of the Depariment of State, desipnated United
States resident mail agents et those ports, respectively, and instructed
to act in that cecpacity 4n connecction vith thoir consular dutices, this
department to pay all nccessary expenses for clerk hire, ctc., incurred
in attending te the mails. 1In respect to Hong Kong no tuch provision
was recuisite, os the correspondence conveyed to and from thet port was
required to pass through the colonizl post office.

The cstablishmest of the branch line to Shanchai mokes that city the
principal distributing point for the correspendence betwecen the United
States and Chine, end the aacunt of service recguired to ationd to the
postal business there will be much larger than ot any other port. As
cur consuls in China ond Japan may very weall act as postal agents in
connection with their other duties, I recammend that authority be given
to cstablish, in connection with the mail steamship service to Jaépan
and Ching, a general postal agency for China, at Shanghai, with such
branch agencics et other ports in China and Japan as may, in the judg-
ment of the Postmaster General, be necessary; and to poy the postal
epents appointed and employed at such ports reasonable ceompensation
for their services, in addition to the necessary expenses allowed for
conducting the postal business.” (uncuote)

REGARDIIIG AIL TO CilTNA

The establishment of a U. S, Mail line to tho British colony of llong
Kong required a postal convention with the cclonial povermment, as the
British Post C{fice at thct city cxtorcised exelusive conirol of oll
nmails received and despatched from that port. The treaty was to bo-
cone cffective on November 1, 1867.

The arrargesicnts made embraced correspendence originating in tho U'u. ed
States and addressed tc lion: Konp or to theo dependent Chinese porti

vith which Hong Kong mointained postel relations, including C:mton,
Amoy, Swatow and Foo-chow, and vice versa of correspondence originating
in Hong Kong or the dependent Chinese ports ond addressed to the U. S,
Prepgymert of postape was compulsory and ecach office was to rotain all
postages collected. The trecaty applied specifically to medl trans-
mitted to and from the U, S. by the new line of U, S, mail ships. The
U. S, rate wos fixed at 104 ounce and the tions Kong rate at
Scirht cents® (Chincse) per Sc ounce. No postal accounts were to be kept,
and cach depariment was to daliver all correspondence reoccived from the
oti:er frce of furthar charge. :

Mrticle 5 of the Conventicn waec as follows, cuote: MAn exchange of mails
shall also take place beiween tho United States postal asoncy at
Yokohama, Japan and the llong Korg post office by nmecans of United States
mail packets comprising corrcspondence oripiinating in Japan and addreéss-
ed to llong Kong and the Chinese ports above designated, cte., cte.”
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REVICKED CONTRACT iITH P.M.S.S. CO.

A roviced contract between tho Postmaster General and The Pacific Mail
Steamship Co., was signed on March 20, 1867. In lieu of the lionolulu
service relcased, the revised contract provided for a "branch line of
steamship service, carrying the U. S. mails, betwecn the port In Japan
used by the main line of stcamships and the port of Shanghai xxx
making continuous regular trips, comecting with the main line beth

on outward and homeward voyages xooc which service shall be performed
by first-class American sea-going steamships, and without additicnal
charge to the United States." (unguote)

THE U. S. - HAUAII MAIL LTIE

The separate mail contract for the Hawaiian mail vas awarded to The
California, Oregon and lMexico Steamship Co., Ben llolladay, President,

- and was dated July 30, 1857. It was in accordance with the act of

Congress, approved March 2, 1867, entitled, "An act to authorire
the establishment of ocean mail steamship service betireen the United
States and the llawaiian Islande.® .

" The rate of postage by the U, S. = Hawaid Line was 10¢ U. S. plus 5¢

Hawaiian, per % ounce. Tan certs paid in the U, S. was only to the
Hawvaii i‘rontier, and 5¢ Hawaiisn was due i‘rom the addressece;

Letters from Hawaii to the U. &, required prepaynent of 5¢ 'Havoii and

" 10¢ U. S.

_l‘

A rough tracing of the marking uced cn mail to the U, . by thic Line
is showm above. It was probably applied at San Francisco to cenote
the source, but it might have been used by the U. S. mail apent

aboard the mail ship, Covers with this "HAWAITAN STEAM SIRVICEY nark-

"ingz .are much more rare than is gencrally supposcd.

* It is interesting to note that the president of the steemha.p company

was Ben Holladay, famous expressman, who opcrated t.he U S. Overland
Mail in the cighteen sixties.

ClINA AND JAPAN

r
-

Photopraph No. 171, illustrates a cover from Hong Kong via San Fran-
cicco to Cambridge, Hass. Thers is a pencil memo to the left that
indicates that this letter originated at llons Kong on Jan. 14, 1868.
In my opinion, this memo is pemuine. if so, then this is the ecarliest
record that I have of a cover from China to the U. S. by the U, S.
China Mail Line, also the carliest use of the red oval merking which
reads, "CHIIA AID JAPAN STIAM SERVICE." The San Franeisco postmark

is not therdate of receipt bubt rather of departure from the east
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(Via Panama). So this trip from Hong Kong to San Francisco was pro-
bably less than 34 days. For further reference to the oval marking,
kindly refer %> the follewing photographs of this SERVICE: DNos. 91,
121, 122 and 12¢,

CHINA AIID JAPAN OSERVICE 1868

Postmaster General Alex. W. Rondall in his annual report dcoted Dec.
3, 1868, furnished some interesting information regarding the mail
service to China and Jepan, cuote:

"During the year ended June 30, 1868, seven round voyages between
San Francisco and Hong-Kong were completed by the United States mail
packets of the Japan and Chinz linec, and two round voya;cs were com-
pleted between said ports during the quarter ended feptember 30, 1£68.
The average actual running time on the outward voyages between San
Francisco and Hong-Xong, during this period, (omitting the trip dur-
ing which the steamship Great Republic was disabled by a scrious ac~
cident in mid-ocean,) was 29 days 2L hours, and 30 days 19 hours on
the imward voyages. The Great Republic on her outward trip in March
last, when distant 3,327 miles from San Francisco, and 2,1CQ miles from
Yokchama, broke one of her paddle~shafts, but was nevertheless able to
proceed on her voyage, reaching Yokohama by the use of one wheel, and
attaining, under these adverse circumstances at one of the stormiest

- seasons of the ycar, the romarkable speed of 173 nautical miles a day.

The steamship New York, prudently stationed at Yokchama, to guord

against possible accidents, completed the voyage of the disabled ship,
and thus, notwithstanding the outward voyae was by this accident pro-
tracted eipht doys, the round voyaye to Hong-Kong and return vas ter-
minated at San Francisco within two days of the repgular schedule time.
The timely precaution of thc contractors in providing a spare ship at

" Yokohamza, to guard against the possibility of an interruption of the

service, and the energy which they manifested on this occasion in com—
pleting the round voyage with as little delay to the mails as possible,
are worthy of commendation.

The new stecamer Japan, 4,250 tons government register, was added to
the line in Mupust last, anéd the corpany state thot they expect to
place the Ancrica in service during the coming surmer, thus completing
the full number of four stcamers recuired by the comtract, althouph
three oniy are actually reoouired to perform monthly voyapges, the fourth
Turnishing the means of relievinc the others in case of repairs or
accident.

The branch line between Yokohama and Shanghai, touchins at Hiogo
and Nagasaki, has bcen ran in repular connection with the main line,
aend has proved a vary importart addition to the scrvice. The qualified

© permission granted by the department to the contractors in April, 18567,

to terminate the voyage of the large ships at Yokohama, and to employ
one or more branch stcamships of a less size to do the scrvice between
Yokohama and llong-Kong, to which reference was made in the last report,

s not executed, the company notifying the department of its decision
not to avail itself of said permission, but to continue thé service by

the large ships to Hong-Kong as provided by the contract. / In l:.ke

/
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manner the company did not avail itself of the authority given at
the same time to chango the Japan port of calling from Yokohama to
Osaka, their president deciding that it would not be for the in-
terest of the govermment or that of the campany to make such
change. ] :

- The regular monthly trips provided for by the law authorizing
the establishment of this service, and by the contract made in
pursuance thereof, delcyed by unavoidable causes, which have been

 satisfactorily explained, were begun on the 3d of June, 1868, and

have since been regularly maintained.” (uncuote)

CHINA AND JAPAN SERVICE 1869

Postmaster General John A. J. Creswell had the following regarding
the two Pacific ocean mail routes in his annual report dated lNov-
ember 15, 1869, quote:

"The appointnments of government agents in charge of the United
States mails on board eof the mail steamers plying between San Fran-
cisco, Japan, and China, and betwvecn San Francisco and Honolulu,
were revoked in the month of April last, and notice was given to
the respective steomship companies that thenceforth they would be re-
quired to securely transport and safely deliver the mails at each
terminal and intermediate port according to the stipulations of
their contracts. As the eployment of mail agents on board of these
steaners appeared to be of little practical benefit, I considered
it my duty to discontinue their services. The duties vhich they dis-
charged are now performed vdthout charge by the pursers of the
steamers., _

I have not considered it expedient, in the present condition of
the scivice, to establish a general postal agency at Shanghai, with
branch agencies ot other ports in China and Japan, as authorized by
the 7th section of the ach of July 27, 1868. The United Stztes con-
suls at Shanghzi and Kanagawa still continue to act, with the consemnt
of the Department of State, as resident mail agents at those ports,
in connection with their consular duties.

Eleven round trips were performed during the year by the steamers
of the Japan and China line, the regular monthly service required by

law having been commenced in the month of August, 1868, and subse-

quently maintained without jinterruption. The attention of Congress:

" was called by my predecessor, in his.last ‘annual report, to the ex- .,
-pediency of providing for an incrcase of service on this line on the -

complction of the Pacific raillwey aocross our continent. This great
national highway has bean cpened during the last year to the Pacific
Ocean, placing Son Fronsisco in direet, speedy, and certain communica-
tion by rail with the camercial cities of the Atlantic seaboard; and
the period is not distant vhen our rapidly increasing commerce with
Japan ond China will require the employment of additional steamers on
this route. The cucstion of providing for an increase of mail service
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to semi-monthly, on such terms as will, under the circumstances,
be just, as well to the contractors as to the government, is re-
spectfully submitted to the discretion of Congress." (unquote)

11 CONCLUSION

The above is a detailed story of the establishment of the subsidized
mail stecamship lines to China ond Japan, and to the Hawaiian Islands,
and it is sincerely hoped that with the above facts, subscribers to
this SERVICE will have a much better understanding and appreciation
of all philateliec material connected with that great enterprise.

END OF ISSUE NO. 42
SEPTEMEER 1, 1954.
FOURTH SERIES 1954-1955




N
3

TN T PR AT I T T R T

e T SR

Page {335
- ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

ISSUE MO. 43 - OCTOBER 1, 1954 - (Series Four - 1954-1955)
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Fhotorravh No. 172, illustrates a cover from Hawaii, to New York City
that was carried from Honolulu to San Francisco by the subsidized

U. S. Mail Steamship Line, the company known as, "The California,
Oreron & Mexico Steamship Co.," Bean Holladay, President. This cover
originated at the town of Hilo, (postmark on back "HILO - DEC 17%), a
seaport on the island of Hawaii, the largest island of the Hawaiian
archipelago, and located somc distance southeast of Honolulu, on the
smaller island of Ozhu.

e had no postal treaty with the Hawaiian Kingdom at that time, hence
separate payments had to be made of the postages of the two countries.
This cover shows the 5¢ Hawaii internal, (U. S. money was used in the
Islands), plus a 10¢ U. S, 1861. Mo year is shown, btut I suspect this
cover was mailed from Hilo on Dec. 17, 1868, was sent to Honolulu and
departed from there on Dec. 26, 1868, reaching San Francisco early in
January 1869, and formarded to the East on January 8, 1859, as this
date was the departure date at San Francisco rather than & rcceipt date,
The Pacific Railroad to the East, had not been completed as of January
18469, so I assume that throush mail to the East still went by the Ocean
Mail Route Via Panama. In 211 probability both stamps i:cre attached by
the vriter but only the 5¢ Hmmii vms canceled in Hawaii, the canccla~
tion of the 10¢ 1861 oceurring at San Francisco. This cover bears the
scarce oval marking, "Hawaiizn Stecm Service" in a reddish purple vhich
I assume was applied at San Francisco rather than by the U. &. Hail
Agent aboard the mail ship, as ry study of covers to and from Hawaii
indicates it's use as only on incoming mail to San Francisco, rather
than outbound. Incidentally, the marking was applied to the face of
the cover rather tlan to the ctamps, t' erefore, off cover items with
this mrkmg should be ;iven a wide berth.

I note under the listing of Mcancellations!. of the 104 18569 in the
"5.U.5." is "Hawaii" but I am not sure vhat marking this refcrs to.

As stated in my issue of last month, service on this subsidized route
was inaupurated on Oct, 15, 1&(07.

THE U. S. = HAWATII MATI, CONTRACT

This contract was authorized by Act of Congress approved March 2, 1867
entitled, "An Act to author:.ze the establishment of ocean mail .,tec_m-
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ship service between the United States and the Hawalizn Islands.”
The contract, as signed, previded for the monthly carrying of mail
bstween San Francisco and Honolulu at an annual compensation of
75,000, for the twelve rourd trips. It was to run for ten years,
and to begin with the sailirg of the first steamship of the Line
from San Francisco. The coridract provided that a U. S. Mail Agent
accompany the mail on each trip bt this provision was canceled as of
April 1869 in order to save the Gevernment expense of such special
agents. After that time, the steamship pursers were in charge of the
mail. The Company agreed to perform the trips, "not to exceed ten
days," and at first it was planned for departures from San Francisco

. on the 1lst of each month and from Honolulu on the 15th, but such

scheduled sailings were to be subject to czhange in érder to make cori~
nections with the mail steamships to and from the East Via Panama and
to and from China and Japan. No letters or newspapers were to be
carried "Outside of the Mail.® ’

It is of interest perhaps, to note that the subsidy was to be paid
cuarterly in the currency of the United States, gold still being at
guite a premiwn. "Suitalble fines and penalties" were to be imposed
by the Postmaster General for various violations of the contract, one
of which was "for setting up or running an express to transmit letters
or commercial intelligence in advance of the mails." The P.M.G. re-
served the right to "debcrmine this contract at any time," or to anmul
it for repeated violations. It was signed by P.ILG. Alex. W, Randall
and by Ben Holladay, President of the I, 5. Company.

HAWAITAN STEAM SERVICE

Letters from Hawaii to the U, S. by the new U. S. Mail line cost the
sender a total of 15¢, (5¢ Hawaii internal plus 10¢ U, S. WSTDANM'), as
caompared to only 10¢ before the establishment of the Service, the
previous rate being by private ship, that is, 5¢ Hawaii internal, 2¢
Ship Fee, and 3¢ from San Franciscs to any part of the U. S, The
steamship service was preferred because of the time saved in the passage.

Covers from Hawaii to the U. S. by the new steamship route showing the
combined rate of 5¢ + 10¢ cover the period from October 1867 to July 1,
1870, at which dote a new postal treaty between the U. S, and Hawaii
went into effect with a reduction in the postal rate to 6¢ per # ounce.
During this two years eight months period, irbound covers generally
show the oval marking in a reddish purple,

MATL. TO HAWAII - :

Covers from the U. S, to Hawaii during this period seem to be decidedly
more rare than east-bound covers. Specialized collections such as the
Tows collection which was broken up several years ago and the Admiral
Harris collection now being dispersed, both contained some raore
"Hawaiian Steam Service" covers, but covers from the U. 5. to Hawaii

by this subsidized route were apparently not appreciated by the owncrs.
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Photopra Jh No. 173 (reduced size), illustrates such a cover, this’
being a triple 10¢ rate from Bangor, Maine, postmarked "Oct. 30,"
the year 1€67, as evidenced by the letter which was enclosed, Note
this early date Oct. 30, 1867, the month in which service by this
route was inaugurated. This is probably the earliest known cover

by the new "Hawziian Steam Servica" route. Another important feature
of this cover is the address which is as follous:

"Hon. El:sha H. Allen
Honolulu
Sandwich Islands

For Mrs Allen
Per Steamor
Via Panzma”

This letter traveled from Bzngor, Me. to New York City, thence by
steamship to Panama, by rail across the Isthmus, thence to San Fran-
cisco and by the new steamship line to Honolulu.

HON. ELISHA H, ALLEN

Who was Elisha Allen and why should a cover addressed to him entitle
it to special distinction? The answer, very briefly is this, Mr.
Allen was probably more responsible than any one person for establish-
ing cordial relations between the U, S, and Hawaii and for the
eventual annexation of the Islands to the U.S. A summary of his
career follows:

1835 to 1840 Member of the Legislature State of Maine.

1838 Speaker of the House, Maine.

1840 Elected to the Congress of the United States from Maine. .

1649 Elected to the Massachusetts Legislature represcenting the
City of Boston.

1849 Appointed Consul and Dinlomatic Agent to the Hawaiian Islands.

1850 March 10 arrived zt Honolulu.

1853 Sept. 6 appointed Minister of Finance of the Hawaiian Kingdom.

185L Secured with others offer of Cession of the Islands to the
United States. Negotiations broken off because of death of the
King who favored the cession, his successor being opposed.

1856 to 1857 appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
from the Hawaiian Kingdom to the United States to negotiale a
Reciprocity Treaty between the two countries.

1857 appointed Chief Justice-Chancellor, and Member of Privy Council
of State. As Chancellor was ex=officio a member of the Cabinét,

186Y to 18565 again appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-

potentiary from t he Hawaiian Kingdom to the United States to -
negota.ate a Reciprocity Treaty.

1869 again appointed Envoy Etreaordinary and Minister Plen:n.potont.laxy
from the Hawaiian Xinpgdem to the United States. A Reciprocity
Treaty successfully negotiated 1€75 - pgoes irrto effect 1867.

1883 Jamuary lst died at the Diplomatic Reception at the thite House.

He was then Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, the only mnerican ever
to hold this po.an.t:.on.
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Back in 1934, when Presidenl Roosevelt was preparing to visit the _
Islands, the son of . lMr. Allen, Mr. Frederick H. Allen, prepared a
memorandum concerning his father and sent it to the Praaiﬂcn’o.
The following are some quotes from same:

"Newport R.I. June 6, 1934

¥y father, Elisha Hunt AMllen, who had been a ‘member of Congress, was

- advised by his doctor to spend two years at least in a warm climate,

because of a throat affecticn that was troubling him, and President
Taylor in 1849 asked him to proceed to California and thence to the
Hawaiian Islands, as Consul and Diplomatic Agent to study and report
on the outlook that lay before the United States in the Pacific. The
vast territories with their extenced ocean frontare on the Pacific
Ocean that was added to the domains of the United States as a result
of the VWar with Mexico, turned the attention of our people and
statesmen to the future possibilities of power and influence that
might be theirs in their relations with the peoples of Asia,

Mr. Allen's appointment was dated October 18, 18,9. He reached
Honolulu March 10, 1850, to officiateas Consul and he was also cn~
trusted as Diplomatic Agent by the Government at Washington with a
Treaty that had just been signed at Washington on the 26th of
December 1849.

'.At the time of Mr. Allen's arrival in the Hawailan Islands the

political sympathies of the native government toward the foreign .
population, that is, the British, German, French and American, seemed
to favor now one, and then another of thesc nationalities, but he also
found that there was a fear on the part of the King and native authori~
ties that the Islands might be gobbled up and annexed by one of the
European powers."

B R

POST/AL TREATY VVITH THE HAWAIIAN KINGDOM

Due to the influence and efforts of Mr, Flisha Allen, a formal postal
treaty was negotiated between the U, S. and Hawail in the spring of

© 1870 and became effective on July 1, 1870, It was.signed by Jno A, J.

Creswell, P.M.G. of the U.S. and Elisha H, Allen, as "His Hawaiian
Hajest.y's Envoy Extraordinary and lﬁniut.er Plenipotentiary.”

SOME PROVISIONS OF THE U. S ~ HAUAIT TRTA‘I‘Y f"

T F

The new treaty reduced the postare from Hawaii to any office in 't.he

‘U. S, from a total of 15¢ to 6¢, and from 10¢ to 6¢ from any point

in the U. S. to the Islands. Transmission was to be, quote: "by means
of the subsidized line of United States mail steamers plying between
San Francisco and Honolulu as well as by occasional steamers and by
sailing; vessels running between Honolulu and the ports of San Fran-
eisco, 0ox Portland oo¢ or ports in Pugent Sound, Teekalet, Olympia and
Port Townsend." - The ports named were to be the offices of exchange as
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well as the port of Hilo in the Islands.

Expense of sea transportation. The U, S. agreed to defray the ex-
pense of the conveyance in toth directions by means of its subsidized
line of mail stcamers and Hawail sgreed to defray the expensec of

"the sea conveyance in both directions by Moccasional steamships" and

"sailing vessels.," Each country was entitled to retain 211 postages
collected, Postage had to be prepaid, and letters mailed without
payment were not to be forwarded.

Mail from Hawail to foreign countries conveyed thru the U. ., re-
quired 6¢ to the U. S. plus the existing U. S. rate to the country
addressed. Such mail could be prepaid by affixdng 6¢ in Hawaiian
postage stamps and U. S, stamps to prepay the foreign rate.

Hail to Hawali from foreipn countries conveyed thru the U, S. | Because
the provisions in the treaty in respect to this class of mail is
rather interesting, I will cuote fram srticle V of the Treaty: "Pre-
paid letters from foreign countries, reccived in and forwarded frcm
the United States to the Hawaiian Kingdom, shall be delivered in said
kingdom free of all charges whatsoever; and letters reccived in the
Hawaiian Kingdom from the United States, addresced to IMicronesia or
neighboring islands, will be forwarded to destination, subject to the
same conditions as are applicable to correspondence originating in the
Hawaiian Kingdom and addressed io those islands." (unquote].

- STAMPS TC PAY THE 44 RATE

On mail from the U, S. to the Islands, the 6¢ Lincoln Bark Note,
Hational print (S,U.S. 137 & 148) was current when the 1:-:(‘0:‘13*r went
into effect on July 1, 1670. . ;

Photosraph No. 174, illusirates a cover from the hcme town of Bangor,
Y. on Dec. 22, 1871, addressed to Mr, Elisha Allen, "for lirs. Allen®
I am reminded that while covers to England bearing the &6¢ National
are rather common, a cover to Hawaii with this stamp is a very scarce
item. Thus in the evaluation of covers, the destinction, if foreimn,
is a very important factor,

At the time that the treaty went into effect, Hawaii did not have a
stamp of a vlue of &¢, nor one of 1¢, but did have the 2¢ vermillion,
(5.U.5. #31) and the 5¢ blue (#'32), hence until supplics of a new 6¢
stamp arrived at Honolulu in March 1871 (S.U.5. #33), strips of three
of the 2¢ were used, or the 5¢ with a half of the 2¢. The new 6¢
green bore a portrait of King Kamchameha V, 1'ith this shipment from
the National Bank Note Co., also came supplies of an 18¢ stamp for use
on na:llreoulr:.ng a triple or higher rat.e. This was the 18¢ dull rose,
S.U.5. {34

BREAKDCWIN OF THE HAVAII STEAM SERVICE

'On September 17, 1873, the mail steamer "COSTA RICA® of the Hawaiian

subsidized line, bringing mail from the Islands, was wrecked on the
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rocks outside the Golden Gate at San Francisco, causing a complecte
breakdovm in the contract. Evidently all of the mail was recovered.

U, S. Postmaster General Morshall Jewell, in his anmual report to
Congress, dated November 14, 1874, stated, quote:

"This Department was notified, under date of 7th February, 1874, of
the relinguishment of the m2il steamship service betireen the United
States and the Hawaiian Islands authorized by act of Congress, ap-
proved March 2, 1867, vhich went into operation, under a contract
with the *California, Oreron and Mexico tteamship Company,! on the
5th of September, 1867, for a tcrm of ten years, ot a compensation of
75,000 for twelve rcund trips per anmum. Ho service has been por-
formed under the contract referred to since the 18th Scptenber, 1&73,
the date of the last arrival at San Francisco of the steamer Costa
Rica, of said line, with the linited States nmails from the Hawaiian
Islands,

My immediate predecessor comminicated the above facts to the Post=
Office Cormittees of the Senate and House, at the last session of
Congress, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, &nd in con-
nection therewith stated his reason for not exercising the power con-
ferred upon the Postmester~General in the contrect for this service -
to annul the same for repcaued failures, and referred the question
of a continuance of the service to the action of Congress." (uncuote)

In the Harmer Rooke sale of Oct. 4~5, 1954 of a part of the Hawaii
collection formed by the lahe Admiral F, R. Hairis, are a few covers
showing subjects and rates especially mentioned in these notes. For
exzmple, the "Hawaiian Steam Service" covers, lots 283-284-286 and
289. Also the 6¢ Treaty rate cover, Lot 280, showing a 5¢ and a 2¢
bisect, lot 281, a cover to Nova Scotia bearing tf:e 5¢ + a 2¢ bisect
Hawaii, (to the U. S.) and two U, &. 3¢ 1869, to pay the rate to
Nova Scotia.

HAYAII -~ A STATE OF THE UNION?

Will the Islands eventually become a state of the Union? HNo doubt
this is somcthing to congider if one cuestions the desirability of
fine Hawaiian postal issues and covers, The supply of material in
the way of covers is verv limited and the cerious U, S. philatelist
of the future vwill surely seek the U.S.-Hawaii postal history items
of the period vhen Hawaii wes an indepcndent Kingdom rather than a
territory or state of the United States.:

AGATH - CHINA & J/PAN :'2AJL SFRVICE

In last month’s issue we illustrated a cover by the "China & Japan
Steam Service® from Hong Korg to lassachusetts, showding the 10\,

nSteamship rate® (cover /171), This was an east-bound cover and
bore the rather scarce oval Mkn.ng which I believe was applicd to
such incoming "Stecam" mail at Sa.n Fra.nc:Lsco.
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Photograph No. 175, illustrates a cover that traveled in the op-
posite direction to the U. S. Consul at Swatow, Chinz, wilh oripgin
at Bristel, N. H. on Karch 10, 1869. This letter was sent to Hew
York and thence by the Ocezn Mail to Panama, then across the
Isthms by rail, and by steamship to San Francisco, and thence by
the subsidized mail line to China. It will be noted that the oval
marking is absent from this cover. Cuite a nice combination of
stamps was used to pay the 10¢ rate; a pair of the 2¢ 18467 prill

. Plus a pair of the 3¢ 1867 grill. The cover is routed, "By Pacific
Mail,®

A VERY RARE STEAVBOAT COVER

A handstamped steamboat marking on a letter showing use prior to
the middle eighteen forties is, in my opinion, a very great rarity,
and especially so, if the boat was one that plied the waters of the
upper iississippi River.

Fhotopranh No. 176, iilustrates a white folded letter with a date
linc inside of Awmst 21, 1839, which is really early. It is ad-
dressed to "Mr. B. Comwev. Secretary I. T., Davenpert I. T." In
other words, to the Secretary of Iowa Territory at Davenport, Iowa
Territory. The oval packet handstamp in a bright red is "STEAMER
DE MOINE" with a star in the center. It measures L2MI x 2674

The rate of postage is shown by an "X" in black. A rate of 10; at
that time applied to a single shest of paper, transmitted over 30
miles but not over 80 miles. Inside the letter is headed, “Caz Boarxd
De ¥cine S. B. Aurust 21st, 1£39," and crossed out was the word
"Burlington." So we can well imagine that the writer was a resident
of Burlington, Iowa Ty, a passenger on the steamboat "De Moine"
addressing a letter to Davenport, Iowa Ty. Both towns are on the
Mississippi River, Burlington being located below Davenpori.

Iowa Territory was crezted as of July L, 1838, and became a state

as of Dec. 28, 1846. The first territorial capitol was established
&t Burlington, so this cover is an extremely fine piece of philatelic
Americana as well as a very early bit of Iowa postal history. It is

a very outstanding item in the collection of i, Paul C. Rohloff of
Chicapo.

]

THE U. S. 10¢ 18L.7 DOUBLE TRANSFERS /

The 5. U. 8. lists four double transfers of the 10¢ 18,7 and illus-
trates them with pen and ink drawings that I made years ago. Vay
back in 1916 when Dr. Carroll Chase published his fine study in the
.0dd "Philatelic Gazette" on the 18,7 issue, he described these four
outstanding plate varieties but at that time their actuzl plate

_ positions were unknown so he designated them as "AY - "B' - BCH

and "D." In the middle thirtiles I edited & column in the "American
Philatelist" for a short period under the heading, "U. S. Specialists

- Column” and -in the April 1936 issue, I described and illustrated the

four double transfers giving the Chase A, B, C and D, with the plate
positions of each. ' :

i
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‘Recently Dr. Don H. Silsby called my attention to the odd 1ist

of these four varieties in the "S, U. S.," what I would class as
an error, and an error that has existed in the "<, U. 8." ever
since the 1936 edition. The error consists of listing two of the
D.T.'s" as "B," thus omitting a "D" designation.

Back in the early days we referred to double transfers as "SHIFTS."
I am taking the liberty of quoting from my A. P. April 1935 column -

- "Chase had a very good idea of the approximate positions in the pane

of the four shifts. I quote fram his article of twenty years ago:
tTEN CENT SHIFTS, Four of these are kmnowm. Very likely zll are on
the same plate. They will be referred to as ‘At = 'B' = 'C' and 'D.!
(Note:- his 'A! is IRI, his 'B' is 31R1, his 'C' is 2Rl and his

1Ipt is JAR1). Contm tlie Chase quote: "!A! and !'C' are munber

1 and 2 respectively on the plate, while 'B' occurs dircctly above
D! somewhere in the left margin of the sheet, though 'B* has at
lecast one stamp above it, and 'D' at least one stamp belew it.".
(unquote). In 1916 Chase was not awere that there was but cne plate
of the 10¢ 1847 and that it consisted of two panes of 100 subjects
each, He was more inclined to the theory that there were.two .,epar-
ate plates of 100 subjects each.

As stated ever since the 1936 edition of the "S. U. S.," these
i‘our "D.T.'s" have been listed as follows: :

A-—lq,lR
B~ 1R
B~ 2R
C - 31R

There don't seem to be ruch sense in listing two different positions
and varieties as "B" and if the original Chase designations are
henceforth followed, the listing would be,

A~ 1RL t

B - 31RL (Post Office)

C -~ 2R

D - JJRL

Inasmuch as the plate positions are known, it does not seem at all
necessary to use the old "AW -~ #B" — BCN and "D letters. <
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» HAVATIAN POST.L HISTCRY

[ad

A book that should be in the library of every serious collector of U. &,
E 19th Century stamps and covers is "Hawaii, its Stamps & Postal History®
4 by the late Admiral F. K. Harris, Henry A. Meyer and other contributors
This book, published in 194E, can still be obteined from The Ph ll:..'bEllc
‘Foundation, 22 last 35th St., New York 16, N,Y. = Price /6.0C.

I had an exterxed correspondence with Admiral Harris for five or six
Years prior to the publication of this book regarding covers to and from
Hawaii, the various rates, combinaticns, ctc., ete. lhen in thec Service,
the Admirel was stationed for sane time in the Islands and ot first hand,
did a lot of research work on Hawaiian postal history. This book is the
finest and most complcte study ever published on liawaiian "tanpc and
po...tal luutory
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In the sale by John A. Fox, of the collection of lloward Lehman, on
. - October 26-29, 1954, Lot ;)95 was a 10¢ 1847 tied to cover by an oval
marking described as "magenta" and reading, "Steamer 10." This cover is
/" illustrated in color in the sale c..:oalome. It has a sinfle 10¢ stamp,
no postmark, and is addrcssed to "&. L. Gardiner, Esq., Sag Harbor, Long
Island." The oval marking is repeat.ed at left.
Recently I received a lctter from a subscribrr to this "SERVICE" recuest-
ing some information regarding tiidis cover. For example, what was the
meaning of this oval morking? Vas it originally intended for stampless
mail? On this cover, {95, was an additional 10¢ due? If this was a
steamboat letter, why not an additional 2¢ due? Yhere was the oval
apnlied? Because the answers to the cueries might prove of intercst to
most any serious collector I am making this cover the subject of some
rather esxtended renarks.
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It is apparently quite a scarce mcorking because I have ‘a very neager re-
cord of 1847 covers with it. I believe that it has been stated that it
was applied to "open mail" that was transported by Long; Island Sound
stcamers, and it is my belief that this is true. I judge it can be classed
as an "origin“ marking, thet is, it denoted the origin or source of trans-
nmission, viz., by "Steam Boat." It was originally intended for unpaid

mail "before stamps" and it is known on such mail, that is, stampless
covers, as carly as 1€45. Thus a combined origin and rate ”t.a.np signify-
ing, "transmissicn by Cteamboat with 10¢ c.uc *
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_, Origin markings are generally accompanied by postmorks of t.&'xe offices
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where such mail was deposited, hence we have evidence of vhere osuch a
marking was applied, but in the case of the Lehman - Fox cover .95,
there is no petmark or other postal nmarking, This mirht indicate
that it was applied by a mail -apent traveling aboard some Long Islend
steamer. \lc assume that said steamer was a repular nmail boot as there
is no evidence of any 2¢ ship or steanboat fee. The catalopue failed
to state where the letter origincted but we suppose that the origin vas
somewhere in New England, and because it was over % ounce, required 2
10¢ rate. The address is Sap Harbor, long Islong, which is a toom at
the eastern end of Lon; Island, on an inland water of Lonp Island Sound
called "Gardiner's Bay." The address is "S. L. Gardiner." i branch of
the Long Island E. I, ends at Sag llarber.

To anyone sufficiently interested I suggest thet refcerence te made to a
map of Lonp Island. It will be noted that a terminus of one branch of
the Long Island R. R. is at (recnport on a small neck of land on the
Sound directly north of Sa; Harbor. In 1846-1847 tlicre was a contract
steamboat mail route betivreen Greenport L.I. and Norvich, Conn., across

~ the Sound. T!:is ras Route 806 IT, a distance of 25 miles, convcyance of

the mail, six trips per week. Toute £06 PT was also fron Greenport, I.1.
by railroad to New York Ciiy, a aistance of 93 miles. Route 672 was by
railroad from Nomrdch to ‘llorcester, ilass., and Route 409 was'by rail from
iorcecter to Boston. 1 suppose & person traveling across the Scund on
HMail Route 806 PT could have posted a letter with the mail apent and it
would have been handstunped vith the oval "Steamer 10" or perhaps such a
letter, if west-bound, could have reccived the marking at the Greenport,
L.I, Post Office,

Photorraph No, 177, is a photo;raph of the Lehman Fox cover {95, I nade
this when this cover was sold in a sale by John 4. Fox on fept. 6, 1950,
It was Lot 121 and sold for {5C0. It was then described as "a genm of &
great rarity." Surely no exaggeration. I am reminded thot this sale tock
place &t the 1950 Convention of the /.P.5. held at tlashington, L.C.

A couple of decades back there was a prominent collector in Clevcland, |
Onio who gathered together an outstanding collection of 19th U. 5. stamps
and covers, He had some beautiful and rare mnterial. His name was John
Rust and after his ideath his collection was sold by Harmer Rooke & Co.,
New York. My how time coes fly - the sale was held on Feb. 24, 1942
and Lot ;140 was a cover with tiro singles of the 5¢ 1€47 tied by two !
strikes in red of the oval "Stcamer 10," and to the left, the marking was

again repeated. The address was "Messrs. A. AJAV & BROS., Noaw York,™

The sale nrice was a mere 7€.00. The descripticn was, "5¢, two very fine
copies, tied to neat cover" cte. (an cnvelone). The "low" corresporience
is well knovn ond was quite a famous "find."

In the "first" Knapp scle = held on Saturday, #ay 10th, 1941, Lot 2301 was
& cover with a sinjle 10¢ 1847 in the upper left corner and tied by the

red oval "tcamer 10." In the rirht corncr, the marking was repezted. The
Knapp cover hod a date line inside of "BCOTLH JULS (1o 1, 1EA7Y and was
addressed to Orwipsburg, FPa. It was described as "an exceptionally fine
niece of preatest rarity." It "fetched" 200,00, It seemcd to be & habit
of the person who applied the oval marking to cancel the stamp vith it, and
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" to make another strike in tlie opposite side.
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A mote to the "Steamer 10V marking 4s an oval with "5“ instead of M1C.M
It is also appirently very sccrca.

Photojravh No. 178, is a photopraph of a photorraph in the collccticon

of v, =—=?~——. It is interestins to note thct this cover is addrossed
in the same handwriting and to the came person and some address as ihe
Lehnan - Fox cover, photograph {177. This 5¢ rate indieates that the
other cover, No., 177, was a double, 2 x 5¢ rate.

MSTENTR
2
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Stamplcss covers are knovn shouing uses between New York and Providence,
L.XI. with an oval mcrking the same size as the Steamer 5 and 10 types de-
scribed above, and rcading, "Steamcr 5 Oreron and "Sicomer 10 Creprond™
The "Stompless Cover Catalog,™ 1952 Editicn, on page 143 illustrotes a
tracing of the oval "Steamer 5 Orepon® marking and a note indicates that
uses are known during Scptember and Cctober 1846, ond the same types vith-
out the "Ore on" betueen November 4, 1840 and July 22, 1€47.

In the listing "Stcamer 5" is given as Ylong Island Sound - 184447 -

;oval 23 x 18 = red. ilso "Steamer 5 ~ (10) - (M. Y. - 1e4l-47 oval - red).

Also Steamer.5 Orcron (H. Y, 1€46 = ovel red)."

The lcte Prof. Robt. F. Chambers of Providence, R. I., formed a very fine
collection of “stampless covers! portions of which were sold ot auction by
Samuel C. Paipe, Bocton, on Dec. 1 and 2, 1950, In that gale Lo's 792,
793 and 794 were described as i‘ollcn-:s:

{792 - Steamer /5 = Oval = 23 x 1€ 31 red - llow York 1£46, to Providence,l. I,
793 = Steamcr /i0 - Cval 23 x 1& ili red ~ Hewr York 1€47, to Providence, R.I.

#79L - Steamer /5/Orecon - oval 23 x 16 - rod - Hew York 1846 to Providence,
R o S

In the first Knepp sale held on Friday, iay 6th, 1941, Lot 66k was licted
under "Long Island Sound Steomboct moarkings” as a ctampless cover iith
uSteamer 5 Oreron" in red ovel to Boston, from ? and undoted. Lot 662
was "Steamer 5 Orepon” in red oval, HN,Y, to I‘rovic‘cncc, g . 22, 1TL6.B /
/
In the very fine book by the late Ewsene Klein, cnt.lt.led, "United States
Vaterway Packet iarks - 1£€32-1899," the "Ctcamer 5 Orcpon' narking is

* i1lustrated as "4,0€ - (L09)." Tho former is listed as "1€46 Ted Oval /-

Long Island Sound" HNo, 409 is "red oval - similcy design = ‘Crepon removed.”
Long Island Sound,® : !

‘In the recent Fox sale, the "Steanmer 10" cover, Lot 95, sold 2 J475.00.
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PHILAT.LIC .-JﬂxICmM
VALENTI:D COV_ES

Fhotosranh No. 179, illustrates a very becautiful valentine cover in the
collection of iir. J. G. Fleckenstein of Ioniz, ifich. The oririncl val-
entine is encloscd, and the itonm was mailed from Dozton on Feb. 27, por—
sum.bly 1¢50 or pos.,ibly 1€51. No actucl evidence of yca.r is shexm. It
is addressed to iiss Sarah Amn Ellis, South iedhanm, ifass. This office
being less than 300 miles from Do"t.on, a lciter of not over & ounce re-
cuired a single rave of 5¢. This picce of mail shows l), paid by three

5¢ 1EL7 stamps, and a poyment in cash of an additional 5¢, 25 evidenced

by a brown pencil or crayon, "Paicd 5," and bencath, a "20" incicating

the wiiole rate. Ilandstamped ot tep in red ic the vell-known Bocton .I.
"PAID" showing payment in full., There are scveral int erc"tizlL fectures

of this beautiful piece of phil:telic ‘mericana, 2 for example, (1) 2
valentine, with 1€47 starps, (2) moiled on Feb. 27, or th.;.rtocn days efter
the date cclebrated ot prerent, (3) & fine illustrztion of poctoge paid
in pert by ctamps end part in cach, and {4) the 20¢ rate.

Regparding feature No, 1. Ve have collectors wiio spceialize in valentine
covers and the old valentines that accc.manlcd then, and it ic.not sur-
prising t.hat. fine "Valcnt:.ne coverg' b“:.ng sore very fancy prices.

THE DI!\IL\JI‘ CCLILCTICI

Years 2;c there was a prominent {t. Louis eollector and A P.C. Hember by
the name of Hemyy Diamant. After his death, his widow, formed a specinlized
collection of valentine covers, vhich was cuite outstonding. ler collection
was cold at euction by H. C. Barr, Naw York City, on Fcbruory 26-27, 1952,
As I recall, the pgem iteam was a 10¢ 1£L7 volentine cover, said to be the
only ocne knovm, anc vhich sold for £1,4C0.00. This unicue itom ic illus—
trated in the Brookman book on 1¢th Century U. 5., Vel. 1, page 50.

Valentine covers used ¢uring the decade 1051-1€61, with 1¢ 1€51 - 1¢ 1€57
and 3¢ 1051 -~ 3¢ 1857, erc excecdingly fine phil:telic investments and are
items which add much intercst to eny outstanding ccllection. COne does rot
have to be a "stamp collcctor" tc apprecicte a beautiful valentine cover
with its quaint old valentine encloscd.

LATE FEBIUATY DATED [OSTILTKS

Regarding feature Ho, 2, nentioned above, the pouum"rk of “Feb. 27.9

- snother prominent specialist in valentine covers is the well-known student

of Confederate postal history, lir. Van Dyk lMacBride of Hewcrk, N.J. Tor
meny years part I had noted that valentine covers in many cascs bore post-
narked dates vhich vere much loter than the February 1/ith date vhich ue
celebratc, and I suspected that perheps a century 2 o, it was custemary te
gendé velentines curing the veolentine month of February, rcther than a
given day, such as the L4th, I nade incuiry of i, i2clride regarding
this fenture and in reply he stated, cuote: Miccording: to ryy understanding
any tiac in the month of February was considered an appropricte time o
send @ valentine. I have seen them penuinely uscd as such, preliy nearly
from the first to the 2€th-29th of that month, penerally in the 1&40's-
5C's period, also many perscns apparently did not send a valentine until,
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and unless, they had first rceeived ecne. So, datings aftcr the lith are
cuite often scen." (uncuole), It 1dll Le noted that cover 179 tvas mailed

on !IHSB 2‘_ .II

Incicdentally ifr, ifacBride publishad cuite a fine illustrated article in
the Februa:y 1948 issue of the "American Philatelist," ertitled, "VWolen-
tines used with Stzips of the 1847 Issue." I reccll an outstanding
valentine cover in iis collcction, idth two supcrb cingles of the 5¢ 1647
and red postmark of "i. YCRK & Il LHAVGEI R. 1.

CSTSAHPS AID CaSH

Regarding feature No. 3, posta;e paid part by stomps ané part in cash.
/ny cover with this featwe is desiradle and covers rhowing such a com-
bination should be from the period July 1£47 to January 1£55, becausc on
the latter date, payment of posia; e on domestic mail by ctomps or Governe
ment envelopes became corgulsory. Occasionally 're run across o cover
with a single 1¢ 1€51 and’'a porimartcr's notation, "2AID 2¢ in cosh,™ btub
such items are decidedly rare. HNovever, herce i:e have a 5¢ 1C47 *'alc*ttir;e
cover with combinrticn stomps and cush postage payment. No doubt this
cover is unicue in this feature. '

1650 or 1€51?

And now for feature No, 4, wvhich is, in my opinion, thc rmost cutstanding
of the four. .is stated atove , there is no actucl evidence of yeor use
but this cover could not have bren used as early as Februory 1E49, br’ct:a...e
of the color of the 5¢ sterps and also their impression. They are viat
sone have classed ac "worn plote! nrintings, thourh “dirty plote® uculd
cdoubtless be more correct, llence I attribute the usc to 1050 or 1051, ond
the use in either ycar, explains why an cxtra 54 had to be paid in cash,
because afte iarch 15, 1E49 and until July 1, 1€51, thcre wes no such a
thing as a trlglc rate of U, &. posta;e, a ruling that wac mede in Korch
1849 by the Postracter Ceneral of the United States.

In 21l probability the person who mailed this valentine was ignorant of
the no triplec rate ruling and because 'is volentine vieiphed slightly n
excess of one ounce, he considered it only required tlwee rates or 153.

AGAT - TIE N TRIPLE RATE

In the lMorch 1954 Issuc of this "SiTVICE" I discussed the mo trivle rote
of 1€49-1£51, (Issue Mo, 35, papes 26l to 270 incluulve) In the /oril
1954 Issue, I gave extracts from thie order issued by I'. L General J,
Collamcr, and dated Mareh 15, 1€49, by wi:ich the new ruling vas put into
cffect. The discovery of this irmortont bit of U. S. poctal history was
nmade by lr. Haourice C. Blaxe of -Brooklinc, llass, Mr. Dltke recemtly
publiched the facts 1elntins to his discovery in Hekeel's llcekdy and a
small booklet containing !is article wvas issued by thc publishcrs of
lckeell's, entitled, "Schedule of Iinils end Postarpes in 1849 - A Tnilatelic

Discovery = I}v Maurice C. Bls .lfc." Copies rmoy be had from the Severn -
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ilylie < Jowett Co., Portland, lie., = Price .'1.00. If you hove not obtained
a copy, to so by all mcans.

This velentine cover, Photo 179, is the fincst exomnle in my records of
the "no triple rate of 1€49-1:51." Defore Jx. Blzke mace his discovery,
se considered the rating on thic cover as a triple that reguired another
single, whereas it wvas 2 double that recuired ancther doulle rate.

Lvery cover has a story to tell if cne con read thedir lanpuepe. Neturally
sore stories are far nore interectin @ than others, a2s in the case of this
rither unicue valentine cover. ‘hen ve can read the language of cur
covers e have a much grecter appreciation of them,

A COXNFEL IATE COVLR

South Carclina seceded from the Union in Decemter 1760 and by tlie énd of
January 1861, five other socuthern states had folloued., In Februory 1861,
these six states sont delegstes to iontgomery, .ila., andéd the Confederate
States of Jmerica came into exictence, with Jeffcrson Davis as President.
In jpril, Fort Sumter, £.C. was bombarded anc in lay 1861, the Confecdercte
Congress approved an act recognizing the existence of war between the

two sect’ons. During all of thiis time, the postal system thruout the
seccded ctates was opcrated by the Federal Government but on June lst, 1061,
the Confedcrate Post Office Deportment took over the operation, and U. S.
postage stamps or postal rates were no longer lepal. It was not until the
miadle of the following October of 1€61, thot the Post Office Lepartment of
the C.U... was able to supply partare starmps to the mublic, During that
four and a half months poriod a mumber ¢f postmasters thruout the rebel
stutes issued their owm "Provisicnal stamps end envelopes," but of cource
such items were only recognized ot the office of issue, [Postiare in all
other offices wac paid in eash or by churge, and as evidence cf noygiert,
vivich was compulsory, mail was hondstamped as "UAID" togethor with the
rate. It appears that veary fav cffices were cuppliced vith ycar—dated logos
after 1061, hence with the exception of Richmond and a foir other of the
large offices it is unusual to finl yecor-=dated postmorks ef 1062 or later
ycars,

Fhotorranh llo. 180, illustrates a cover with the 54 Crecen of 1C31 uscd fron
"Sumter, &.C." and poctmorked Jan. 9, 1€61. Thic 5¢ stamp wes a lithopraph,
produced in Richmond, Va. &nd nrinted in shects of 200 subjects., It as
first iscued in October 1641 (the 16th ?), hence a copy, could not have been
used at Sumter on Jan; 9, 1861, It scems that this office used this "1Col"
logo c¢uring 1£62 and perheps loter, Occasionally I have e collector advise
me tiet he has a cover with this or that Confedcrate stoamp used at Sumter,
5.C, &t a time in 1881 before the stomp was actunlly issued. The Sumber,
£.C. Toot Gffice furnished an outstanding examnle of this class of covers,
vhich show postmarks dated before the riamps verce actually iscued, Thgy
certainly add intcerest to a collection.

Al INTEIG.CTIIG BIT OF CONFOD ILATE ICOTSL TISTCRY

Recognizing: the danger of counterfeiting, the Postmarter Gencral of the
C.U.Ay in 1801, was most anxious to provide the southern public yith ad-
hesive postage stomps printed from steel plites, and belng unable to
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sccure a satisfactory product within the blockaded ..tatos, Anstructions
wtere given the Confederate apent in London to obiain enprzved postage
stampos printed from stecl plates. The agcent wac Major Benj. Ficklin,
swho evidently had little knovdledpe of the printing process, because in-
stead of contrecting for line-orgraved stamps he entered into a contract
uvith the London firm of Thos. Dc La Rue & Co. for supplics of typorraphed
-stas., The following deta regarding; the De La Rue stomps 1res eobtained
rom the book 1y fugust Dictz, "The Portal Scrvice of the Confcederate
States of Jmierica." The rccows of the De La I‘.uc firm show that- the first
orcer for postage stomps wos booked as of Janua 30th, 1€62, consisting
of 5,000,000 stamms of five cents, printed in blue 1rith head of President
Davis. Also o five cents printinge pl:te of LCO m_ltlﬁlc These fixe
million stamps anc the pl:te from vhich: they were printed were shipped
fram Liverpool on the ship, "Bcrmuda™ on lMarch 1, 1£€62, bound for St.
Georpe's; Bermuda. The cargo, intencded for the Confederacy, consisted
of the postage stiips and stanp plate, and In addition, 2 large shipment
of cavalry swords, military buttons, a large cuantity of bank note poper,
ctc., ctc.

v A B L. A e
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THE "B RifUDA® IS CAPTURID

The "Bermuda" iras a blockade runner and had previously made 2 successful
run to Savennah, Ga, She arrived at St. George's, Bermuda, on larch 19th
or 20th, 1€62, and remained thcre for five uecks avaiting erders. Oail-
ing; i'ron St. Ceorge's on April 23, 1862, she was cantured by the U. S,
.Siidp, M RCLDITA" on Arril 27 and talken to Philadelphiia, vhere she was
adjudged a legel prize by o Federal Cqurt and sold with her contraband
cargo.

Ti.e next entry in the e La Lue records was llarch 15, 1662, "Printing
picte for one cent (stamps) of 4CO rmultiples. The third and last was, on

I ch 24th, 1£62; for, "four hund:ed thousand stemps of (ne Cent printed

in orange with lirad of I, Calhoun, 2lso a printing nl:ite for Cne Cont

E and one for five cents, cach of 4C0 multiples, togcther with 2 j':'i:fai:\.g

- press, bluc and orange ink and paper." This sh:ipment ran the blockz

and tvias safely delivered. In addition a shipment of 12 .000,0C0 stoaps,

probably 21l of the 5¢ velue was forwuded on llarech 1, 1862, evicently by

another-ship than the Bermuda, and was scfely delivcred at the Port of

Wilminjton, d.C. Up until recently it wvas not kiowm vhat had becone of

the lost Le La Rue pl:te thet wes captured on the blockade runncr,

"Berrmuda." The Invcn‘bory and appridsement of the residue of cargo of
prize "Str Bcrrruda " dnated oy 30, 1£65, licted among other itcums, "2
boxes containing - 5750, LO Conledcrate_ poctare stamps of no cr.-nncrcmal

value - 1 box cont.a:n.nmg plzte for above, " ,‘

T T Y S N T e

ISCCV. 1Y OF TIE LOST PLATE /

In the icsue of ;.ckccl‘s for Cctober 22, 1954, an anncuncencent was node
by . Philip . Varé, Jr. of the discovery of the "loct plote" in an
article headed, "Confeccrate 5¢ De La Tue pl‘ te found." I, llard ag-ised
me of the ciiscovcry about six months 2.0 and we had cuite 2 it of |
corresponcence regerding it.
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ir. werc is one of the Trustees of the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia
and the discovery was made by Ilajor Thos. Coulson, Dircctor of luscum Ie-
scarch of the Institute. It secms that he d¢iscovered the plate at a
"local historical soc:.cty & headsuarters" where it was covered with ducst.
He incuired if he might have it and the Curator wias so (lad to pet rid of
it, "that he willingly conscented to assist in corryin: il down to
waiting car.®

.iajor Coulson stated that the Curator could not give any informntion con-
cernin: the scurce of the old ctamp plate, wlo was the donar, date of as-
cuisition, or hoiwr it came intoc the posscssion of the unnamed historical
socicty. «ajor Coulson pot in touch with Ifr. Vrd, who mode an inspection
of it and { und thet it wec one of the Le La Rue plotes.

The Institute had the plwe: cleaned and reprints have been struclk in biue
and in black, and 1il1l be ctold to ecllectors. It was stated thet the
plote will beccmie a port of the philatclie exhibit of the Frenklin Insti-
tute. Monics rececived fraom the sale of reprints will be toed in adding

to the Institute's philatelic collection. FReprints in cithcr blue or
black may be obtained from lr. Vard and later, from repular dealers. The
prices, sheet of 400 =~ £20,C0, sheet of 100 - °5.00 anc block ef 4 - $1.CO0.

e LEPRINTS I3 BLUE

ir., Vard stated in his article, quote: "Neprints have tiecn made in blue;
purposely somewhat different fron the issued stamp, and in bla cl:.“ fuite
a protoot hao been voiced arcingt issulng reprints frem the "lozt m..uc"
in any shade of a blue ink, fearing that wlvc*upulouu people wrill us

* such itcms to defraud innocent bwyers. Up to this writing I have. cn..,;

secn blocks of four, in blue and black, hence have no information 25 te
whether any sheets printed by De La Rue Lrom thic "lost plrte" ran the
Fedcral blockade and were issued to the scuthern public by the Cenfedcrate
Post Office Department. It was stoted that 211 of the captured stomps
were destreyed in 1865.

Mupust Dictz, Sr. in a letter to ifr. VWord rcecently, stoted: "This is a
recl discovery, ::i:2i. Your plate, therefore solves another of the
I‘ry"tcrlcs' that has surrounied the plotes, and I cenpratulcte you on

tlis grcut Confederate disecovery." (uncuote).

Ti!E LOST PLATE

-

Juft imepine - here is a po...tuLe stamp nlate of 400 cubJoct,., oi‘ .m
Confederacy thot disappeared in 1865 - ei hty-nine yeors aso = and re-

mained unknovn to philately for 21l of tlose years.

¥ajor Coulson descrves the sincerc thanks of Zmerican philately for his
important disccvery.
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"STEAMER 10 OREGON®

In last month's Service Issue (November 1, 1954), we discussed at some
length, covers with the markings, "Steamer 10 Oreson" and with "Cregon"
deleted, reading, "Steamer 10." In +“he "Lehman oale" by John A. Foy,
held on Oct. 28-29th last, Lot 95 was a cover with a 10¢ 1847 tied by
the oval marking "Steamer 10." This was a very beautiful and rare cover
and it "fetched" the sun of {475.C0. Compared to some of the other
prices realized at this sale, it occurred to me that whoever obtainecd
Lot 95 made a very good purchase.

TIE STEAMER OREGON

I wondered why the word "Oreron" was deleted from the oval marking and
my guess is that this stamper and the one with "5" were probably usec
by the mail ageni who handled the mail on this e¢ross Sound run. That

:the "Oregon' was taken off the run and the name deleted from the

stamper. I made inguiry about the stecmer and obtained the following
data. « The "Orepon" was built by Smith & Dimon at MNew York in 1£,5, She
was of 120C tons ¢ and 31& fect long, ond was built for George Law & Co.,
for service on Long Island Scund and was placed on the regular mail
line between New York and Stonington; Conn.

After two years service sae was purchased by Daniel Drew and placed on
the liudson River run belwsen New York and Albarmy. This must have been
at some time in 1847 and no doubt when transferred to the Hudson River,
the word "Oregon" was removed from the oval stampers. Dan’el Drew was’
the financier of that dcy of Erie Railroad manipulation.

The "Oregon" is stated to be best kncwn in her day for her triumph over
the steamboat "C. Vanderbilt" in a special race from New York to Sing Sing
ard return, in which she averaged 20 miles an hour. She sank on Qctober
22, 1863, after being remned by the "City of Boston.™

TIE U. 5. 10¢ 1855-1857

The 10¢ of 1£€55 was first dissued in May 1855, and therefore it should
not be referred to as the "10¢ 1851," there was no 10¢ of 1851. One
plate, "Plate ;1" was empioyed in producing all the 10¢ green stamps
until the second plate was made in the spring of 1859.

- ' TIF 10¢ 1TPE IV

Flate No, 1 of the 10¢ had two panes of 100 subjects each, and of these
eight were recut, that is, had the top or bottom lines, or both recus,
thus Type IV. One recut comes from the top row of the right pane, viz.,
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30 and the other seven from the left pane, viz.-5411, 5511, CLL1,
6511, 7T4Ll, 76L1 and €6L1. These wcre, of course, grouped as follows:

5L 55

b1, 65 :
74 76 ' A
: g6 : . !

It will be noted from the above grouping that the plate produced two
different horizontal pairs, (54-55 and 64~65), four different vertical
pairs (54-6L, 654-TL, 55-65, and 76-86), one vertical strip of three
ang one block of four.

In this connectior, the 1954 S.U.S. lists under the 10¢ perforated
(1857~61), #3L - Type I¥. "BLOCK OF FCUR" but with no price cuotation.
No mention under the Imperforate {16 is made of a "block of four." I
believe it would be advisable te not cnly list a block of four under
#16, but also "STRIP OF THREE" under toth the imperforate ;16 and the
perforated 13L. -

104 1855-1857 - TYFE IV
VERT.ICAL, STRIP OF THEREE j

If a person was fortunata to discover a cover with a strip of three of
the 10¢ 1855 or 1857, Type 1V, it would have to be a vertical rather than
a horizontal and such a strip would have to come from three certain posi-
tions out of 200 cn the plate, viz., 54L1 - 6411 - 7413, It is of in-
terest to note that all three positions were recut differently, viz.,
5111 had only the bottom line recut, 63411 the rare double recut, i.e.,

-the top and bottom lines recut, the only one on the plate, and 7411,

recut only at top. As singles the threse impcrforates are cuoted as

follows = {(used) 5411, 250,00 - 6411, £185.C0 — 7411, -120.C0 - total
455,00, As sinpglcs the three parferates are cuoted as follows -

54L, $125 - 64L, 0150 and 74L @ 2110.CQ, a total of(3£5.00. I wonder

wi:at would be proper to cucte strips cf three imperforate and perforzie
from these three positions? Imasine a cover with such a strip - a 104 1835~
1857 “ype IV, vertical sirip of three, cither imperforate or perforated.

A UBICUE COVIR

Photopraph No., 181, illustrates a cover from New Orleans, La. on May 7,
1859 to Nantes, France, This cover contains a 10¢ 1857, Type IV strip

of three, positions 5411 - 6411 - 7411, It would be wonderful if it
contained this strip alone, but in addition, it has a very fine verticel
strip of three of the 5¢ 1857, Type I, in a beautiful ERICK RED color. ,
(5.U0.5. i27 - strip of 3 - used - off cover 250.00), This unicue cover,
and surely it must be unicue, has a red New York foreign exchange posi-
mark of “May 14" (1859) 1dth an “1C," this "18" the U,S. credit of 18¢

‘to the French P,0,D, This piece of mail weighed slirhtly over % ounce,

-

and thus required three 15¢ rates. The French "receiving” postmork is
the "26 of Moy"™ and shows that the letter was tronsmitted by “American
Packet to England" -~ thence across charmel thru Calais to France. The

U.S, credit to France wac 3¢ per # oz, for the French "internal® and 3¢

&.
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per 1+ oz. to pay Britain for the channel carriage or 6¢ per Loz, -
and for a triple rate, 3 x 6¢ or 18¢. Because the carriage across th 2

-

Ailantic was at the expense of the U.S5. P.0.D, (Amer. Pkt), the U,S
sharc was 9¢ per 2 oz. or 3 x 9 = 27¢.. (3¢ Internal - 6¢ sca per -}; 23 )i

ﬁlthcugh this is a "Garnier cover! it is uncuestionably penuine in
every respect., Tnere is & pencil mard: at right which appears to read,
“Value million dollars." Perhaps a slipght exaggeration., This is a
most remarkable cover and I am pleased to be able to furnish my frierds
with a fine photograph. Unfortunately this gem does not repose in a

. Us S, collection.

THE NII/ YORK OCLAN MATL POSTMARK

In the July 1lst, 1954 Issue of this Sarvice I included quite a bit of
data on the Occan Mail rostmark of the New York Post Office, On page
302, I stated that the earliest knovm use of this marking in my records
was February 25, 1854, (Saturday) and that I had a record of five differ-
ent covers with 3¢ 1851 stamps used on that date, two to Boston and one
eacn to Washington, Philadelphia and New Haven, Conn. It appears that
later this type of postmark with a smill round grid at top, (see page
301) was adopted for the use cf mail addressed to Califernia and Oregon,
such mail being transmitted by the regular U. S. Ocean Maji Route Via
Panama. e find that occasiona’ly it was struck on mail addressed to
otaer ds..:.tmata.ona, as for exomple, a cover with a 5¢ 1857, Type II to
Honr Kong. It is our pguess that "errors" (?) like this occurred when a
leticr was dropped in the vrong windowr at the New York Post Office. Our
ea.rl:iest record of a use to Colifornia is “Mar 6" (1854), a 6¢ rate paid
;d,‘ 18 51 :.m 2 ,,¢ rtamped cxvclop thir- cover in the very fine
In lESL, }ﬂrc’l 5th foll on Swundny ¥, hE;é'é—the regul'xr sailing date of the
th was postponed a day. .An off cmfcr 3¢ 1851 is also knovn Twith MMar 6 SN
which we agsune was 185L. Vie hive no record of a piece of mail to the
VWest Coast by the "II’W‘ r 20 1854" sailing, but we do have a reccord of a
cover with the “C,M.¥ pcstmaric dated “AR 5" {1€5L), the nest sailing.
From the above, we assure thot the use of this marking was adopted for
the Vest Coast mail. as ¢f March 6 6, 185L. 4 cover of record of the previ-
ous sailing, Feb. 2.2;....3.-55_‘» addressed to San Francisco did not have the
n0,M," marking.

All UI\TUSUAL USE OF TII: "OCEAN MAIL®

'Pnoucr'ranh MNo. 162, illustrates a mos. unusual ond rare cover. Here we

have an unsealed picce of eircular mail with a single 1¢ 1851, Type IV
from Hew York to Killinpworth, Conn., tied by an "(,.‘I. " strike of "lMar 29."
T‘:ere is no evidence of yeer use but from the shade end impression of of the
i¢ stamp, ry ruess is that the year was 1854. Uhile off cover copies of
the 1¢ 1851 are known vdith the "G.II " poctmark, this is the only cover
that I cen recall that Las a single copy of the One Cent, either imper- -~

‘forate or perforated, thus most unusual, The dote is also odd ~ why "Il\R 297¢

I have no record of any sailing of the U, S, Mail for the Vest Cog.st on
UMar 29,0
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This cover was recently showm to me‘by Mr, Gordon Harmer and in all

- probability it will be offered in one of the future sales of Harmer -

Rooke & Co,

For ot er photos of "Ocean Mail covers" see /42 - 49 - 82 - 156 and
157. '

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC CONGRESS

~ Beforc me is a copy of the book, the "Twentieth American Philatelic

Congress™ which contains the "papers' read at the Congress which was
held this year in St. Louis at the Hotel Jefferson, on Oct. 22, 23 and
24,. This book contains some very interesting articles and if you do
not have a copy, take my advice and cbtain one. lrite the Editor, Ir.
John D, Pope III - {4 St. James Cou:t, Webster CGroves 19, io. Or better
still, become a member of the Congress, the cues are 33.00 per year,
which entitles members to a cory of the Congress book cach ycor, In
the current book is a most interesting article by Mr. C. Corwdith Vagner
of St. Louis on the early postzl history of Louisana Territory end
Missouri Territory. When lr. Viagner turns out a bit of reaearch work
you can be sure it will be really worth while.

There 48 also an article by Ym. H. Semsrott on an original find of some
very interesting covers addressed to Missouri, beti:een 1840 to 1833,
alsc an article by Jere Hess Ba:r on the 24¢ U, S. Continental Banic Note
stamp of 1€73-75, which is en exceedingly fine piece of research work.

The erticle that was especially interesting to me was by Mr. Clarcnce
W, Brazer, entitled, VI YCRIC POSTHMAST: R!'S MINATURE PLATE OF MNIINE,®
I believe this so~called "reprint” is supposed to have been made in
1862 froma new plete of nine subjects by the American Bank Note Co.,

.for George Hussey of New York.

For many ycars I have very scriocusly doubted the story that the Amcrican
Bank Note Co. made a plcote of the 5¢ Hew York for Hussey, much less
supplied him with prints to sell to stamp collecters.

Under the listing of the 5¢ New York in the 1954 S.U.S, on page 24, is
the following notation - "About 18562 a new plate was made from the
original die. Sheets of the new plate had nine stamps arranged in three
rows of three. xoooooozo: From this plate reprints were struck in black
on deep blue and vhite papers. The stamps on the oririnal plate are

14 MM epart, while those cn the reprints are separated by 23 4. Other
Impress:l.ons were struck in blue, pgreen, -red and brovm on white bond paper.
Price of reprmts about $527.50 each.” (uncuote)

I do not believe that thore is a word of truth in the above stz tcmr'nt. 4

hence I think it should be rcn *rea fronm the catalogue.

The 5¢ New fork Postmaster stamps were issued in July 1845 by R.IH.CI arris,
Postmaster of New York City and prepared for him by the banik note cn-~

graving firm of Rawdon Wright & Hatch, who several years later, /under the
nome of Rawdon W rlght Hatch & .r.dson, secured the contract for i‘urnlrhmg
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the U, 5. P,C.D. with the first U. S. Govermment adhesive postage
stamps. The regular 5¢ New York plate consisted of 40 subjects ar-
ranged 5 horizontal by 8 vertical, and sheets were sold to the public
at face value, The die was emraved on steel, but in my opinion the-
plate was copper. Some students claim it was a steel plate.

Mong, about 1858; a consolidation took place of some of the Nation's
prominent bank note engraving firms under the name of the American Bank
Note Co., including Ravdon Vright Halich & T'dson. Naturally the /American
Bank HNgte Cou. became the possessor of the dies, transfer rolls and plates
of the old Rawdon firm. I can hardly imagine that this firm in 1862
made a new plate from the original 5¢ New York die for some outsider

and supplied him with "reprints,! as has been repeatedly stated.

It is my belief that no new plote was made in 1862 by the American Banle
i'o>te Co., for one "George A. Hussey" or for anyone else. Further, I
belicve that the "plate of nine” was the original plate made in the

spring of 1845 and that the so-called 71662 Neprints® arc "preofs" that
were originally struck froam this plate. I belizve that the "reprints” that
are in existence today are actually ;late proofs from a plate that was
prepared in 1845 but was never used end that the proofs in some way or
cther came from the old files of the American Bank HNgte Co.

It is my theory thaot the New York pestmaster may have intended to sell
sheets of 9 of this stamp with face L5¢ a2t 50¢ pcr shect to help defray
the cost to him for their manufacture, but was advised not to deo this.
henece had a lorger plate of 40 subjects made and supplied sheet:z to the
public @ .2,C0 per shect. The Moriginal plate of nine" was never used.

There is no proof from amy official records that I know of to indicate
thot the 4. B. N, Co. ever prepared any "reprints" of the 5¢ leu York
stamp for George Hussey and I think it is about time that that old yarn
be deleted from our catalogues and philetelic publications, at least,
until such a time as sore actusl proof can be produced.

MR, JOHN LUFF AND THE "REPRIHTS™

-t

On page 34 of the Luff book on U. . postal issues, the author stated in
his chapter on the 5¢ Net; York P M,Provisional, cuote: "It is not knowm

what became of the original plate. The records of Rawdon Yright & Hatch
and their successors, the /American Bank Note Co., are-silent on this

companyy. About 1862 a new plate was made from this die for Ceorge A.
Hussey, of Hussey'!'s post. He was an obliging pentleman who supplied
largs quantities of locals and other ctamps to the trade. When origincls
were not obtainable he made good the deficiency with reprints, or, rother

“than diseppoint: his custoncrs, had now plates and stones made, that he

| 3 MGG.

might furnish the stomps recuired.® (uncuote)

In other words, if }Qlﬂsey could not supply tho genuine, he had "imitations®

".;-","""ﬂ_—’ -
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In all fairness to Mr. Luff; he 4id nct originote the above story,
but merely repcated statements that had appegred repeatedly in the
philatelic press in prior joars.

The 5¢ New York was issued to the public, presumably, on July 15, 1845,
and several days earlier, Postmaster Morris addressed letters to the
postmasters of Boston, Philadelphia, Albany and Washingion, in which he
enclosed one of his new stamps and stated in poart, cuote: "I have
adopted a ctamp vhich I will sell at 5 cents each »oox I prefer losing
the cost of mokin; them to having it insmmtad that I am specul"t:mb
out of the publ:l.c.“_ (unguote)

Vashington Post Office officials kept in ¢lose touch with the Kew York
postmaster and watched with much intersst his experiment witn adhesive
postoge stamps. It is believed that his experinment had much to do with
the Govermment issue in July of 1847 and it is worthy of note that the
same bank note firm was cortractzd to mamufacture the Government starms
and that the same grade of paper from the same paper nill was employed.
I mention this as an indicetion that the 5¢ New York wos not Jjust
another adhesive label but that it had a eertain amount of official
stztus, I cannot believe that the original die or a transfer roll was
employed to meke a plate for somz priva ate individual, or that "Reprints"
were furnished to him by such a reputable firm as the American Bank Note
Co. I have never been able to find any statement by Hussey that he had
the "lLeprints" made, and there was published years ago a sitatement thot
the American Bank Note Co. denied that they ever made any "reprmue" of
the lewr York stomp.

THE 5¢ NEW YCEK -~ SHELET OF NINE

Only two ccmplete shects of nine from tthat I call the "trial plate" are
knovn to exist. One is in the Miller collection at the New York public
librory, and the other is in a private collection, For further details
regarding this interesting Subject, I recommcnd the Brazer article in

the 1954 Book of the /fmerican Philatelic Congress. 1 understand that

Mr, Brgzer is having reprints of his article prepared and if any subscriber
desires a copy I will be glad to iry and obtain one for him,

"A SHOW PIECE"

In the Fax Sale of the Lehman collection, Oct. 28-29 last, Lot #54 was a
cover, with a single 5¢ 1847 in the upper right corner beautifully can-
celed by a bright red postmark of EAST BENNINGTON. YT. To be more ex-
plicit, the stamp canceled by the office datins postmark. This very
striking looking cover sold Q 1325.00. Perhaps scme collectors will wonder
why a single 5¢ ‘47 cover sold so high. I beliefe this same cover sold

dn a previous sale O $250.00 and can well be clessed as a "SNG7 PIECE,"

"POSTMAPK STAMPER NOT TO BE
USED AS A CANCELER, UNLISS®

~ One of the early Regulations pertaining to the cancelm of postopge stomps

and stanpad cmrelopes was as follows, cquote:

S MRS i
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"The use of the office dating or postmorking starp 2s a ca.ncell,in{: in-
strumont is prohibiled, unless it be used with bleck printerts ink,

and in such manner as thorough]y to effect the object.” (P L. & R,
1852 = Tieg. Sec. 382 = p. 86). : ,

POSTHADRKS AS CANCLILERS

In the same Fox sale, Lot 47, was a cover with a single 5¢ ‘47 tied

by a red Hew York postmark. In contrast, this item sold C (55.00,
though the stamp was deseribed, ", lorge morgins, fine impressicn® and
used in Sentember 164,7. Fine copies of the 5¢ 1847 used in 1017 are
very apt to be razor-sharp engravings and, if well preserved, will be
in a beautiful color, Such stamps are early prints and in my opinion
are worth many times the price of a run-of-mine copy of the 5¢ 1C4L7.
Impressions from the plate made in 1849 or in early 1C50 are poor im=
pressions which have been termed as yorn in past years. I belicve that
my good friend Lester G, Brookman arrived at the proper classification

~ for such poor engravings, Rather thon worn they are dirty plate dm-

Pressions. The brown ink that was used was a "sticky" material that
filied up the fine lines of the plete and made eleaning difficult.

There is a world of difference between a "worn plate® and a "dirty plate,”
and there is also a world of diffcrernce between a fine early razor-sharp
5¢ '4,7 print and a late print from a very dirty state of the plete.

CANCELLATIONS — CIRRITR

My attention was recently called to the listing under the 90¢ 1860, No.
29 in the 1954 5.U.S5., of "Canccllations - Red Carrier.” The query was -
Did I know of any 90¢ 1860 witk a Carrier cancellation, red or hlack?

'Yy reply was that I had no reccrd of such an item in my files and if I

had ever heard of or seeh such an item I had no recollection of it., I
can hordly imagine why a 90¢ 1€60 would have a "earrier® cancelation.

I note that a "red carrier® war first listed in the 5.U,S. in the 1926
edition and has been repeated in each edition since tiiat time. Under the
24,4 1850, No. 37, (formerily S.U.f. #52), is listed "Red Carrier.”

In the /Ashbrook book on the One Cent 1851-57 in the chapter on "Carriers
and Carrier Markings" by Elliott Perry, pare 169, is listed under Fig,
LOYY - "2L¢ 1660 - (Scott No. 52), off covcr, (5idney i. Hessel). I hav
no other record of this item.

. Among; the stamps of 1857-60, no “ecarrier cancclations' are listed for the

5¢, 10¢, 12¢ or 30¢, so it coes seem rather odd that the high value 24¢

- and 90¢ 1860 are listed with such canceletions,

In the listing of the 1861 Issue, under the 10¢ 1861, Ho, 68, is listed,
"Red Carrie:.” What this refers to I do not know, as I have no record
of a 10¢ 1861 with a "carricr cancelation” in red or black or tlue,

A RARE 10¢ 1855 COVER

In the Lehman Sale by John A, Fax on Oct. 26th last, a cover with a sinrle
10¢ 1855, Type II, from Boston to New Brunswick, sold G $400.CO, Perhaps
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. some collectors will wonder why this cover realised such a rrice.
Azain I would like to emphasize the fact that covers that are most

unusual are the items that are sought for by the well-informed and
smart collector. By umusual, I refer to a cover that may be 2
beautiful show piece, or a cover writh some very umsual rete or
marking, or a cover with a certain stemp that may not be scarce off
cover but is quite rare on cover, as for cxample, a genuinc cover
with 24¢ 1869. It is really surprising how very fow fine U. S,
collections can show & genuine cover with this stamp, the 24¢ 1£69,

The Fox-Sale cover #22L was cuite a beautiful cover with a very fine
10¢ 1€55 tied by a red "PAID." Aside from being & rcal "Showr Piece'
this cover has an extremely rare circular marking vhich reads,
WIXPHSS MALL - BOSTOI ~ OST 23." Incidentally, I know of but tiwro
covers with this marking, the other doted "SEP 1T7.M

Photopraph No. 183, illustrates the Ex~Lehman cover which was de-
scribed, quote: "10¢ Green, Type II, 4 huge margins, deep rich im-
pressicn, tied red raid on cover Pm:c United States in circle nnd
Express Mail Bocton Oct. 23. Supcrb." (uncuote)

With photograph 183 is shovm tracings of markinss on this cover, the
photorrdph of the cover and markings 'is of a smaller size than the
original and the tracings were made to show the type rather than any
attempt to imitate the originals.

The "Express Mz2il" marking on this cover, as stated above, is a very
rare type and should not be confused with the more common type uscd
betizcen Boston and New York and readine, "U, S. Ixpress ilail - Boston,
Mass." with date.

Cover #183 is a blue envelope, with no enclosure, and partiel tracings
of the back markings are shown with 1855 year date. JAccording to
various authorities, mail by the "Ixpross Mail" between Boston, Eastport,
Moine and St. John's, Hew Brunswick was carried curing the decade 1E850-
18560, and perhaps later, by Favor's Ixoress. According to Elliott Perry
(Pats {22 -~ p.530), mail was carried by this ocean route to the above
three ports because there was no railroad. I have been unable to find
any record of a U, S. stcamboat mail route betucen the above ports during
the eighteen fifties and I wonder if the route was under contract to the
Canadian Government rather than the U.S. F.C.D.? A stcamer by the name
of the "Admiral" ran betucen the three ports ard a circulor mklng is
of record which reads, "Favor's Fxpress -~ NOV 1€56 - Steamcr Admiralf
(Perry - Pats No, 22). A eircular mariking is also of record which reads,
WCOLONIAL IXPiISS !AIL - ST. JOHN M. B. HOV 3" (Perry - Pats Ho. 22).
{Also sce Service Photo #£€1).

Regarding the rare Express Mail marking with "BC.,TON“ on t‘:if* cover.
Similer types are of record of the came type, one with WEASTPCIT! in
small type, the other "ST. JCHN,"
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BY THE EXPRESS HAIL TO ST. JOHN N. B.

 One of the back sﬁnmps feads, "ST, JOHNS - NFM BRUNSWICK OC 24 - 1855,"

50 evidently this letter was meiled direct to ths steamer and not pleced
in the Boston Post Office and carried direct to ©t. John, N.B. This is
just my guess because of the absence of any Boston postmark. The large
circular marking, "United States" was the "IDichange 0ffice" marking.
Offices in tho U, 5. which exchanged mail with Canadian offices across
the border were required to handstamp mail going to Canada YU.STATIS" or
WUNITED STATES." The guestion arises, if this letter was maiied direct
to the steamer, wvhere was the "Excharge" marking applied? Because vari-
ous covers carried over this ocean route have stamps canceled with a
red or a black "PiID,Y belief has been expressed by some students that
this "PAID" was applied aboard the mail steamer (or steamers). At any
rate, this cover is not only a "sghow picce" but it is a very "unusual"
and rare cover, and thus we have the reasons vhy some collector was
willing to invest 400,00 in it.

For a cover from St. John, N.E. by "COLCNIAL EXPRESS" mail via Doston
and New York to Glasgow, Scotland, sece Photograpa 78l in "Service Issuel
of March 1953, Also sce the book P"BOSTCN POSTAL HAPKIGS" by Maurice C.
Blake, pzres 66 and 27. _ 1

" A RARE COVER IN A LONDonN SALE, :
Photosravh No. 184, illustrates a cover in the sale of the "James Durham
collection" by Ill. R. Harmer, Ltd., Dec. 67, 1954. It was Lot i65, and
described as follows, cuote: (1847) "5¢ and a fine horizontal strip of
three 104, used toget: er on entire from New Orlcans to Scotlond, cancelled
in orange and apparently Jjust tied. The 10¢ strip has margins necarly all
around, and scveral possible minute faults in top margin ahd the centre
stamp is creased by letter fold. Very rare." (unquote). Xe worder how 2
10¢ horizontal strip of the 10¢ '47 could be classed as "a fine horizontal
strip of three" if it had such faults as a Ycentre stamp creased by letter
fold," also "several possible minute faults in top margin." Only a
partial illustration of the cover was shown in the Sale Catalogue.

The most important feature about this cover that makes it very unusual

and hence quite desirable was not even mentioned. I never, saw the

actual cover but from what the photograph discloses here was my analysis -
(1) It was conveyed to Britain by an Amcrican Packet and (2) the date of
use must have been prior to the year 1€49 and (3) the origin was an
office over 300 miles from New York. Perhaps onz will wonder how I ar-

- rived a2t such conclusions. The explanation follows = By Ameorican Packeb

is indicated by the rote of 35¢, which incidentally was a 1¢ overpay.

This rate of 34¢ also indicated a use prior 4o 1749, and further, that
queer morking at right wvhich wes applied by the British, showed that

this was vhat ve call a "Retaliastory Rate cover,” poing East, rather than
coming llest. The British marking shows one shilling postage due.. The 34¢
rate was the rete to Britain by American Packet nrior to the effective
date of the U. S. = British Postal Treaty. By "imer.Fikt" was 244 sea

- posta_e plus U, S. damestic to Nowr York, the port of sailing - thus

either 29¢ or 34¢é. A poyment of 3L4¢ indicated a post office over 300 miles
from New York. This cover shows thet U. &, domestic postage of 10¢ was
paid and in addition, the sea postage of 24¢ from New York to England,
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| by American Packet. tVhen this picce of mail reached England, it was

rated the same as though it had been carried across the Atlantic by a
British moil ship, this rating as per the infamous British P.(, Order

of June 9, 1&,7. Thue double postore was charged on this letter. See
Photograph i126B in this Service, illustrating a "retaliatory rate cover!

. with a shilling paid in Britain an¢ addressed o New Orieans in Novem-

ber 1€48. 34¢ in postage was collected from the addressee, this Mire-
taliatory rate' fixed by an Act of the U. &, Congress in June of 18L8.
See pare 237 of this Service, Hovember 1953 Issue, also pages 235 and 236.

WHY THIS CCVER IS UNUSUAL

Prior to the effective date of the U, S. - British Postal Treaty, namely,
Februory 15, 1849, a parson could mail a letter to Great Britain to be
sent by Eritish Packet with a payment of 5¢ if within 300 miles of New
York, and 10¢ if over 300 miles (iest Coast not included). On such a
half-ounce letter a shilling (24¢) was collected at British destination.
If a letter was forwarded fronm the U, S, to Britain by an American Packet,
postage of 29¢ or 34¢ hzd to be preraid, and on such mail, Grezat Britain
collected a shilling upon delivery (double postage). Thus it can be
rcadily appreciated that the bulk of the mail was carried from the U. S.
to Eritain by the British Cunard Line. Further, it is py belief that only
a very small percentage of the mail sent by American Packets at rates of
29¢ and 3L¢ was prepaid by postage ctamps, but rather by cash, Sueh pay-
ments entailed postace of an extra cent (no stumps othcr than 5¢ &:10¢).
Thus covers with 1847 stamps used to Great Britain between July 1047 and

- Jan. 1lst, 1849 forwarded by American Packets, are most unusucl, and quite

rare. Thourh I ¢all such covers 'lepaliatory Rates®,they are in replity
"covers showing the British I'.C. Order of June 1847," a most infamous
ruling made by British officinls to throttle ary attempt by the young
Ancrican Nation for a shere in the Atlantic shipping business.

This cover is stated to be date-lined New Orleans Dec ? 184€, it bears

an orange postmark of "lMobile Ala" of "Dec ?" - rather faint and barely
visible in the photographs. This cover was evidently meiled direct to
the "Great Mail" bound iior*!bs&’ork, ,and thus bears a Mobile postmark.
* J:
It is indeed the story behind the cover that mckes the cover.
. N ',
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