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Standard Porm Por Hemberl of the Legislature 
"'( )}vJ' 

Marne of Repre.entative cJ.ARKE , GEORGE W. Senator CLARKE . GEO . W. 

J5f, ,,-,t... ,',... r4~ II, e, '1' 

1. Birthday and place 24 Octobe r 18 5 2 , o n farm in She l b y Co • Ind . 

2 . Marriage (8) date place 
ArlQ tta Greene (lune 195 ' 3 1 De c 19 48), 20Ju ne 1878 , Dallas Co . 

3 . Significant events for example: 

A. Busine.1 lawye r , fa r me r, te acher , law school d e an 

B, Civic re.ponsibilities __________________________________ ___ 

C. Profe.sion ______________________________________________ __ 

4 . Church memb.rship,"C~h~r~jSsLt1~.~nL_ ____________________________________ _ 

5. Ses8ions served 28131 GA . 1900-1 908 ; PaUas Co , Speake r. 30 & 31 GA 

6 . Public Offices 

A.. Local ,I. P . , Ade l. 1878-1 882 

B. State Lt . Goy . 1908- 1912 ; Gov . 1913 1917 

C, National ________________________________________________ __ 

7 . Death 28 Noy. 1936 . at home . fidel. Iowa--uremic poisoning : bur. Oakdale Cem , Adel 

8 . Children (ll Fred G. (nov. 1879 - 1945) . Sea t tle ; (2) Charles P. (Oc . 1883 - ) 
atty . Adel ; (3) P6r tia L. Mrs Wi l bur L. Van Meter) (Aug 1886 - c . 1932) ; (4) Fr ances A. 
Mrs . Nile 

John Clarke (1824 .- 10 Jan . 1918) . farmer . blacksmith 
g. Names of parents Eliza J. Akers 0 825 - 9 Feb . 1908 » 
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10 . Education OQkaloosa Col1egej JJ of Iowa College of Law 

11. Degrees A.B lS77. Oskaloosa Col1e~e ; LL.B. 1878 . Univ of Iowa 

12 . Other applicable information Family came t o D'alTis Co . Ia . . 1856 . Until 
1874 he fa rTAed with parentws. and taught school a t Drakesville and Bloomfield . Studied law 
at Oskaloosa law office ill 1877 before goiftg ta Y af Ieua CollQge of Taw 

Opened l aw office in Adel. Married Oskaloosa College classmate whose father was prominent 
resident of Dallas Co . • nea r Adel. In 1882 eeeEHRe member of f1 rm of White and Clarke ! which 
continued with son as member for years after h9s death. 

Higtily regarded as legislator alld s-reaheF) "by betA pllrties 
Ele&ted governor by nartDw margin in 1912. because of Bull Moose split--he was regular 

party candidate. Reelected 1914 b) large ma:!'gia, QQsp LtQ bis effortt to enla rge capitol 
grounds (involv~ng removal of dilapidi~ed housing nearby . and use of bonds to be paid by 
s tatewide prope r ty tax). Good '!'oe:as ae ... aeate UOdUIHHl' S comp 1 aws--h1ue sky legislation . 

Was dean of Drake Law School for one year . 19 15- 1916. Then returned to practice of law 
J..n Adel. Managed Senator €ummifts ' relletieR Gampaigo 

Knights of Pythias. Honorary member of Adel Rotary Club . 
Survived by wife, three of his fay:!' sA:Udr9P, and eleven grtanch1Jdren . and three great 

grandchildren. One grandson. Nile Kinnick Jr., was famous U of Iowa quarterbakk; Hisman 
Trophy winner--!owa football staaiHmnameQ for bim 
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- ClarK, . . 

Source. Log For Legillation Bntrie. 

Applicability 

Source lion Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Clingan . Legis]atpre IOQ&&i.QHS S@Fv ea x 
Callas Co. News. Adel Wed Dec 2 1936. pI , death/bie 113 x 
Des Moines Register. Sun 29 Noy 1936 pl d&atb/bi.g x 
Past "& Present of Dalls Co. Wood, 1907 bio x 
Clarke. ehas Fa . GeQrg~'-lWL.-iCJJ~a~rtk£e __ L19~50~ ________ ~ ______ -c __ £faam __ b~11i~t~; ~.~.~a~t~b~.~f~m~."---__ 
Davis Co. WPA records death/burial pa r en t s 
H1st Davis Co . . 18 1882 x 

x 
x 

This is Davis Co. 1976 father was blacksmith x 
Dallas Co. ma~r~r~ia~iieas~ __________________________ ~ __________ ~m~'~<~<~iaassa.-+I ~a7~a~-----------
1900 Census Dallas Co. listing; family 
1925 Census ~DaaLJLl~aas~C~o~. ________________________ ~ __________ ~.~Q~Q~(~b~y~t-aQaQ~t~C~I~·I)'-________ _ 
Dallas Co . Cems--Oakdale burials 

x 

X 

X 

X 
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Short Illness Ends Life :~~ 
of Gov. G. \V. Ciarke\ 'lO·~.! 

Man Honored Byi 
Entire State Is ! 
Called at Age i 
of 84 Years ! , 

- I 
HOI!. Grorgc W . Clarke former I 

governor of 1Own, and for 56 YCQ rs . 
a nSlQcnL of ACCI, Olea at tus home ; 
~turC\e.y (l.tte,noon ~ o'clock. 

Death ('tuIle ' as the result of an 
attack of u.emlc polsonm~. lie haa 
been in rll.tr.c: poor nenllh for 
:n ... ny rnonlllS, spen(l~Q' most of h!s i 
t unc at home, b .... t Ihe strlOUS Illnes.') ; 
covered 1\ perll:O of only a week. i 

News ot hioS death, wf'.lIe not un~ I 
cxpecl.ed by mc:lnoers of the ram ilS ; 
:m:l dose frh,nds, c&me as a she:"K. 1 
\0 Lhe entire (.ommunity because ~r ! 
nls n~lLalnlanC(', h!.s prominence l!l . 

t.he CCUDty aIld sta~ and Decause of 1 
the high rega rd ill which he was 'I 
held by all, , 

He had suHcrcd from the same i 
tro;..b!c on othe r ac:a.sl::ns, but it ' 
had n!'X:\ys yielded to trea~men:. l 

X~l~~n;e,~ec~t~tJa~ ~~~~~L~C ?~~J;~ ! 
o;:entlcn at a Des Moines ho.'ip:tai ' 
on l1-iday, but his condition n~ that ! 
Ume wn.o; such a.s to mak~ the trip i 
lnad vlsa':Je. Fred G. Clarke. a son 
at Seattle. was Immediately n otl· 
~!cd Iln-:1 lett. r:::r Ade\ at alice, ar· , 
riving h ere yesterday momillg. O~!1· : 
cr mem':>crs at the family were i 
with him when the end came. 

Punt .... ) Ueld Tu~sday I 
Funeral scl'\'ices were held ' ·c:>tcr· · 

day :l. r:C. noon at. the Ch'ris tl!ln ' 
ohurch . the serm on being gi ven by 
Rev. H. M. Slppd. thc pastor. ·Lead. 
K indly LJ;;ht: a favorite hymn of 
Mr. Cl:l.Tkc·s wa s :;ung by a male 
QU:l.r le~ ccmposcci of Curtis Gregory, ' 
Re .... W. G. Worren. Dr. E:. A. Wit. 
nler JUH.I R Ji" R ,Linv.'ater. with Mrs. ' 
Maric SlmcoKc a..:U'ns !"!~; pianist. I 
~11C scrvlcc was a slmp!c OIlC. with ' 
!.he speaker p..'l.ylng a h igh trloute to , 
thc liff! cf Mr. Clnrke. Ca...~kct bc;:. r- i 
ers wefe L. V. R ussell . H. n. Straight 
C. E. R u.'iSC1 1. Scott Snyder. G. C. 
MncheJl and LcwelI Fowler I nter- . 
ment was at Oakdale cemetery. I 

Acting upon a proclamatIOn Issu 
ed by Mayor W. D. Vnltntille, who 
lIOught to tihow the esteem in whJcli 
Mr. Clarltt was held in Adel, all bus- . 
ines.& houses and professional ol~ I 
floes UI .... om ""::":..~ O:!fI'!""d for two i 
houra dur1n&: the funutl · &en1ees. !I 

I4eD:mera of the Da.llaa County BIU" 
Aa&oc:1at.lon a.tt.eD4ed the &ervlcee iD , 
a. bodJ'. as did tile board of super- I 
,,11Or&. .. 

'The .. ~ndllnoe nt the scrvl~s l 
~t.5 J.trge wtU\ many promlncn t 
, ~oo;'\ "JIe'"P"t'! .. . o;h..t\rI.,,, t to " ,.h l '~~h l"l'{'."'p,, 

. ..... :~ .... . ~ . . .~ . . . _-.. ...•.. ... _ ... ' 

• .~. :::;p''I' 

GEORGI:: W. CLAr..KE 

A~lel'! forcmc.s' citizen. George W. Chui\e. ;l;)'ssed aW:"I j" :"It 
tll ~ hom!.." &tu.dny evenln,{. 

Hi:. denth bro .. ;;ht ·to ;l !: I c~c a Ion;; life :::f honor:.~le en 
de:lVor. It endcd a career whIch ha s .~een nn example to many 
:::: Acid hoy and it. took from tile commtm!Ly a m nn 10\"cl.! nnd 
r('specled by all. 

n W.l.S not -:'e;:nLL<;e of thr r:::t t!lat he had been accorded 
the hl,:::IH'st hcnor all kwnll r.ould be given thnL Ad cl pcoplt' 
loved him; it was not '~c:luse he WItS onc of the te.U 90\·crnor.'" 
the stnt.c ever hnd; it wns' not bc:nuse his wor k tiS 'govcrnor 
will be outstanding for all time . 

lt was bec.nll:c he wa.s a. good mnn, a gocc n cl,;hbor :"111(1 
n good !rlend. 

From the da,y he c:une to Adel 56 years ago he had bcf'n 
Id~ntUlfd with !!ver)·thlng pcrt.alnhl &: to the IweUllfe o r the 
gro'Wth. -ol the community. He made a SUtC~s.s a! hLs profes
Slon, he WaJ. ... ~:-::!.~t! !':'t,,-l nnd POlJU~al l~deTshJp and there 
hlL& never !been a -..hlapcr .or a.nytnJng putll.mins \.U h!a ~c!!
tienl llft. 

But lAdel people e&teem him [or hJa worU1 as Do man.. 
It "l'l1Ui bfrcn US~ he wns falr o.ne'! hone..!t, becac.se he halted 

at tlicury and deceit, tkocause he \rn3 open and abovto board 
.,bo'it th,. t'lIn!t"= t"h~' ""!'e)\u't' matter. thftt he 'Vo'on th~lr N:~t. 
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flOurs Qu.nD.i Wlt! 1UJ..It:l"~ ~t:nl~ r 
Membera at the DallLS County Bar . 

AB6odaUon at.tended thl:! Rrvlces in . 
11.. body, 2S did th@ board of super~ 1 
nSOnL . 

The attendanoe A t the services I' 
was large, .... 1th many prominent 

~~ =e1n~~n~U~bl~~~~~~1 ! 
illt', but all Crlends and ado.lrtrs ot ! 
~. Clarke. ADlong t.J1e O:.l t or town : 
people present were: i 

Oovernor Cisde Herrinii!. of Des i 
)J.olocs; ex-Governor Dan W. TUr- 1 
ner, of Cornm&"; Congressman C. C' j' 
Dowell of Des Moines ; Adjut.an~ 
G<onc:-al Grau; Fermer Attorney ! 
General ~orgc Co&<;on; Judge H . i 
.M. Stevens: Judge Chll.l",{'s Brad- i 
shaw: Judge Guthrlt; Editor liar- ; 
\"(:1 Ingham and Gardn.:~ Cowles. I 
o! the Rej.;"lstcr; CUrator Edgar R. ! 
Harlan; srate Histor ian Ora Wil- ! 
!i!l.m5; State Supcnntenoe::t A;-nes , 
Sa.muelson: Senator AddLson Par- ! 
;';tr ; i\Ia}or J ee Ai!en of Des Moines. : 

~n, nt: w ..................... .... -¥-... ~ "._ .... - ._-- ._--.. - . 
hB.6 n~ver .l)oen a ..... hisper of a~1yLh.ln6 perta.lnm'{ !o I .... ~
tIcal life. 

But. !Adel pt"Ople esteem h1!n [or h1s wortll as a man. 
It was because he wns faJr and hone..."t, beca.use he halted 

at trickery and deceit, lkcalUC he ..... -s open and above board 
a.bout the things' that 'reaDy matter. that he won their respect. 
His 9.'Orc!. was geed, his advice wns sound and hls !rlend:>hip 
invaluable. 

He loved his home and hl.s !3.mily; he loved his neighbors 
and acqua intances ~d whethe:' they knew It or not he shared 
their troubles and problems. The smile and gratitude of a 
child me:\l1t more to him th3n the ;:Iaudlt.s of his s tat<'. H.i<; 
frit'ndly counsel ~d 'Well wishes have .been a help and an jn
spiration to hund~cds. Today tiley arc ·bowing lheir hrod<; ill 
.sorrow that Is deep. l>u~ In gratefulness l:>IX:3u!';c they were ac
corded his frlenruh!.p. 

George Clarke was an h on or to his profession. :0 the p"ii -. 
tical partr ..... ith whl::h h e a ~ miatC<i. t.o his sta.te and to his 
town . He was a good man . No more could l:t' $!lid of ~nyo",~ . 
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! in 
; U· ." 
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Ed. :\If. Smith of Winterset: Mr. ~ the \del s~hools TIle par' nershlp pe-t'· was old d d'} ;d ' d " :md :\!rs. A. M. McColl of Wood- : ,. t . ~ . " CI -k ' . , ' . ~ '. an, I ap. a ,e. and . \ 
..... ard: Rcprcscntatiw: Harry Cope- ! ."as c.ont,lnuc::::l undI . ::'>~r . .n:. Cl> .le h _d.a ,iSI:)n o. the years to come. 
l .... d r Wk' C'''I !?h · h I other mterests made It n~~al} to He ac\oc3tcd a b:)nd issue for st _ ~ 
~ •. O~IJa!'i ~n~c'r: ~~;. e:n'd ~;s. aL: , ~w'n the wor k. o,'er to hi.s !'ion. bU: ' 285.000 to b(' p :: id by a direct tax. 
A. Fr.;on: h and Mr~. Mynle Brov,'tl 0: ~?r r.c~rly hah.a ;e~tur) the la\\ and t!ler"! wcnt o~t and c~m"!llccd ' 
.Perry; Judge Norman R. Hays. of .. rm o. W.h~ .& C. alke was one~~~ ~he ~op~~,I~at.l, was aWlS(' mo,'e 
KnO:-:ville: J udge Vander Ploeg. of. the .best kt; ¥\\n a.nct most sucCt'_s ;lI1d a m".,c, o. the Vcry be!'it btL<; 
Knox,'iJje; Judge W. S. Cooper, of ful 111 cent.al 109.8. .. ine~~ pol!cy. Tlm:,has Sl :"lct: p:'o,'en 
Winterset. Ca.rl Knox And H. C . I In the enrly yea.rs of hI!'; life .1 lf're :;e .\as r,ght :1I.1d .. Ie e:<;lcnsl':c cap- J 
Newton o(Stuart: O. W. H ttll of Per- Mr. Cla:-k,: h .: rt all of the prOblelll..~ :.01 grcun~. WIth the needed buil1 -
r " ; W. C. SouthWIck of Guthrie ?.nt! \"I:I,sltudes of the youn g !;\w- ml::l'. :I r e .od;\y a monumen:: o t~ {' 
Cc:"lter' 1... i':i 7~'''- Of K""X\' il1f" yer of t ho.'\(! dnys. Success cam .. ~J n who ~orkc-d and fought fo:- the ( 

. " . ~." . - .. _. ". , 1 I a .,It f 1 'd 0 k 'mpro,'cmen' M:s. Char!l's Rundll.!J. of Chicago: s,o:" y a ll( , s ., : c:; _ .. o. 1. r •. w r. . .. " . 
)'l r!'i. :l.l a.c Thompson 0 1 DeSoto; Mr. calncst ('Hort and real abilh~. D:.:r in!!: thc years he \\'35 in puoiic ( 
:md Mrs. Doll Blee of Red Onk; m"h Standillg As :t Law~' ('r .·cr\·lCC. )'lr. C !:!.Tkc ·,':.1 S a !t.':'ic{':, in ~. 
Mr. and ~1rs. Durwood Moss of ~. : III hl.<; profei'iSioli he made con - the mOH'mcnt lor ~ood :'oads. llw 
c!~r . F'aJ~, :yo ~ J_ ,_ .. K.',nf:.... ,?[ __ .D",a,_J,a!'; tlllU CUS pr:.-~':!5S. e:u l)' realizi:l, the ."all!f' I vlsioll which prompted th(' ' 1 
I. '1\ .. _- - eaplto ext('nl' i:n n. ' OJ'cet ,i':::l" :lirn ~ It!r. v . .... ...,\IV .. ,,, '~-""""'''''''' Impon.' lll'l. . ... ; ti,,, '';'':;:~ ::: '.':!~ !:-=! jw . ... :l 

Among th ose from Dc" Moines Cf:,'otNl hls ('ller r,lcs and to thc far: :::~ ::~-.: '..'!'.'h·" :0 fi;::ln {or wtl:H Illc I 
..... ere J. Locke hlncombcr. Mrs. Al- ; tilat justice ami the higher ntl-Ib- pco;: lt' of l ow:\ are no\\" ('IlJOY!Il1t: li e 1" 
:nc-<.l~ Harpel . Mr. an:::! ~rs. MarYin ' u:~ of mcr-.:y go lland ill h:md. ·H I:. la 'cd to i;o('e 10W.I·S !w: hwn\' $\'$tc m t 
Houghton . Charles L~on. :\1r. and re;:.u tHicn as a /:l.w\·e r Wrt.<; carr-cd one c C thc grO::ltcst ii1 th~ n:i::o:l . 
~1.!"s ' . Hn.rol.d .Evans. C. C. Cl!!UJIl . . throug!"J carnes:. honc.~t labor and He :\1:-;0 ad.·or" ted til l' !l;l!'..~a =.c 0: 
C. N. BlgeIO' ..... A. C. Gustnison. hi.~ standing at :he bar wn..<; high. Hi~ ~\'Qrkm\:'n'''' c:>:nP('f'_':.;ltion Jaw!' and 
~S:ht N. LeWIS. Mr..,. Emm:'l K. I .... ide knowled~(' Or the Jaw. combl1l- ,aws fc r lhe better lIlan:t:::cmcn: of c 
B.alne. O. ~. Mott., Ch"' .... F p}e a.nd ('d ;\'itll h!s public spirit. naturally county a~j r.1 '..: nicipal :tfr.1ir!'. H('! 
Douglas Miller The Ja.t.cr. a color- led t.::; his selection for official dut- \\" :1.'" an f':l.~nl'.<t !'i~lrrort "r ()f f'\·e rt·- f 
cd man. :"'as m~~nger [or GQ;'~r- : if'!'i:tnd Ilonor!';. He ..... as (l mall With th mg concernin~ MUC~H!OIl:t! :\(1-
r.ors ?"~r,,~. Haram" .Lnd Kc~d.~... i....'i.c qt:"-':~ic!: cf !t":\rfl'rf>hip. of splcn - \·nncement. of th(' !elnper:1 1l('{' mo,'c-
La~yc~s .:rom~out~! tre ~~~ .,,;e~ did pcrwll:lllty and of pronounc::>d Illf'nt. :tnd of Ic~;slati ~ n ."cc kin:; : n 

HarT) Wlf.nt. vCCir .. ~ ... ,Du5an. , . \":cws. ado jJk..,J only a !t::> r c.:tr!'f,!! put out. of bU!'iine.<;..<; all 'biuc .<b·· 
H. DonCarlos. George S:tcKett. Chas. · stud,· and eon.<;ider:l lion. com::!l.!lle..<; (lr jnrfl\'icual~ pre~'in;:: up-
Y. Joy, Blake Wlll\!'; nncl Lttrn' Ou- . . Oll t~c Pf.'Qpie. . 
I;an. from Perry; Guy Hall of Dalla,,, JIl'ld :\t.any QUiers No pu~ll :: c~fic b.1 in Iowa ',,"a,- 1 
Center: Allen P{'fe~' from Ikxt('r :tnd D,I~ i nA' ! l i.~ fir!'it fOllr year!'; ilC'r:.'. C\'''r ':'I i · .• 
1m.\'~lb",- otl,'",' ,- " addltlo'., ',0 ,11 of" C' ,. d " f I '," .er ,or moa' 1l011(lf,'\;"lt' :"\!l(! '"' , . r. l.l '''e !lcn'e ns a Justice 0 : Il' nO.lf' l'\"('r 'O~l/-!llt h:\rof':' f ::- r 'x!l :'1 1 
lh(' Actr! attorney:" alld ~(" .. (' r,)l from j:c~cc . He aspired 1:1 no other ol!iee I'" lh .... ·· .. ht i 

Dc.<; :-.roinc:" nnd other plncr.<;. : until 19<10 when fr it: n:!s l~olllitl:\tl'd I;;"r Cl ~~ke. W;I!'i r,I:!~t :!:.II: C OH' r-
Geon:c \V. Cl:lrke v,'1\.S be;n on n him a-" a candida te fOI" rcpre$cnt:l.

lann In Shelb\' county. Indiana. 011 tiye f:o.lll Dalbs county In th e s , :ltc 
October 14, lR52. He "I','a:" the !'iOU of If'[:uI3ture. He was elcctl'(! and 
John and Eli7_'\ J. Clarkc. both na- from the start was ,Ill oUL-:tandi!l; 
11\'e" of IndiaJla . who moyed to Ott· member of that bod\' in th e' twcn,\"
\· i .~ COCllll'·. Iowa. when thr ;<;on wns e ljt lllh r,rncrn] :t.o;.se n~~h·. Hc was r~-
r"nr "Nlr.c: ohl. !.'k':ll'<l to the twent): -n ill li l. :Iw'-

Camt" to JOW:1 A..<; a Ch ild . i.",:~; . " .. J ::,: .:;, :::~ ~ .:.=-=::::~::~: :.:: :: 
T!l e f:'l.:nil·" lC.ea:cd 011 a farm ncar in lht' l:;Jt:c:- :wo \\' :~s C!J;JH'1l :t!'i 

Drake"lI!e "'here the parent..<; lived !'ij"lc.':lkCl' 0: :Ilr- IlOUse. both time:-. 
the rem::d lld cr of their Ih'es nnd with out oPPOSit!OIl. ReLlubl:f';I1l.~ 
\'\"here the Adel man !';p~nt hl~ 00)'- nnd dcmocrat,<; alike rcco;:n17.t'(l h b 
hOQj and !Jl~ early nlRMood. Recel\' - ' :\'~ lllt\· Ami : 1 Irn{'.~.c: 'I:HI t it: ' con
ing an education In the rural fldcncc placed In hIm was dcun·ed . 
::.chcols :\1:. Cla:k(, spent hi:. time Hc WI\.S \horoulZhi,' \ :: I".~cd III pnr
IInt!l he WII." 22 assL~tlJlg wllh the !!:1mentHY p··occ..:1urc nnd "I.<: dc.::i ~ 
farm work :tnt\ !l':tch]n:<: !-Chou; Ile:tr Ions. alld ruHng$ wcre .~tr !c tl\" f:llr 
th,. home. a~ Unlkcvllh' a::d ;11~0 !n and hnp:utl.ll. Th(' ), ga!nt'd fo r hi m 
~!::c;.:r!r!~ . , the hi,,); ='In!!C' '!I{'f' nnd W:l~ !l1 r{'-

}\flr-r his tclchlng eXpC'rien{'c he j::anl 01 hiS paUtica; \!1) 1"k)r.~;; ~ ·, ." 
l'nteTt'd Oskaloosa College, at Os- . \I;el] ;\S th;c~e of h ~s own Il:t~ty. 
f: lloos:t. Iog;a. from whi ch in!';:!tu - In 19as thC' rcpubHmns mn:l c h im 
tlon he J;r:lduated In urn. Immcd- :hei r lJomlnee for lieutenant cowr
;"'1'1\ :l rtcr',I,ards hc f'ntcreU the law nor and at thl' close (If ;1 lwo ,'c:tr 
or:lcc.~ 01 L.u i lt:." .• .:. ......... ..,.>n at ( ('rm hI: \\"LO; :-c-clcctcd to th:1: I)osl 
O,~k~loo.'i:l where he sWdled fa r a ';"" , 
short time belore laK in?; lIP :t 1:l.'.11 
cour."f' at Ule State Unh·cr.~lt )· . He 
1l:':Hlu :t t r d :hrre !Ji IR71l :\Ild Ihr-Il 

Two TertlL~ as Gon'rnor 
StlU h 11:1H' r honor:> a waltI'd him 

.-- 'n lfll" llr \\'1"I~ ('I"('INI ! : :'I \ (' ~' l"r 
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UWI~nl , .. ...., .. ,,,., ..... , .• ~ ........ " ' ''''' ......... ~ .~ ...... _. , ... ... 
Blaine. D. C. :Oloa . Cha,. ... F" Pyr. nnd ed wit!l h is publiC spin~. !:a tura li:. 
Ooll,£:las Miller The J:lt:l'~, a color- led :.::; his seJN:tion lcr o!flC1a J (IUt
e<l mnn. was mcssengrr for Go~'cr - If'S and 1I0110 I'S. He wa..s :l mall wltll 
r:ors Clar;':e. HarriillIC " nd Kc:-:d.':.!!. "le q"al"''''- Of 1":\oj!'rs..'1!o of ~pll'n -

,,, ••••• J ... . - ••• •• • •••• ,. -. •••• •• I':' 

Lawyers from out of tM city wcre ~id ~~,,:~'I;;ll t}: al~d or pron~unc:-c\ 
Harry \Viivnl. Gl'or !:e J. Dugan. F . \' ,(,ws. ;HlUpk'li olli:' :;~~C ;' C:l.r(':::: 
H. DonCnr!os. George Sackett. Cbns. :<t uO\' and con,sldcraUon 

',,' 1S 3 n "':\ ~ I1f".'1, .<;;(',oor ',·: I,; "'_': ~'. 
' hms: eOllc.' rm:lg ,··.!w·.· · !mll! :, '1-
\ 'Ullcc:ncnt, at Ow :('m p(::.\ll~ ' m on'· 
llI"'Il! , :oncl of !c -h.!ati', !} .· ~ cl:j :1:; ; ... 
put out. of bu~ille~... all 'hi;]. ' .~j.:~' 
;:c~:: :>. n!e.'i (\1'" in.ii \" lr!ual~ pr~' :;ln '! t:p
en t.he I>copic. 

\L~' 

: ... ' 
I. Joy. Blnke WIlli .. :'In<l La.rry Du- . 
~all. from P('rry; Guy Hnll of DnJ1n.~ 
Center; Allen Pt'rcy from Drx\(' r :l 1l(! 
1'I(),<",ib ly other::; In :'Iddltlcli to all of 
tI l(' Ad d attorneys :l.l1d !(,W'f31 from 
Des ),!olnc::; li nd oth('r p lncrs. 

Geof!!(' W . Clarkr was bern a ll n 
:.lnn in S:lc!b\' county. Indinna. 011 
October :.H. IR52. H e W3S liJ(' 1'011 or 
John and Ellz.\ J. Cl a r k{'. both Ila· 
(n'es of Ind iana. Will) Olon~d to Da.
,'il; co:ml\'. IOwa. whr!l the .~on was 

t •. '. Jl('ld )hny orticro;; :;';0 pu':>l1 ~ C:fLCl:l, 1 ::1 Ic'\:O <I.:l._ 

D,l~ill!! !n.~ fir.<;~ four ~' c;Jrs 11{'r .... ("\':- 1'" :~ll~(';- c :' !l1f')~(' J\ on~l r:t i.l :-· :l:1(! ~ :!: 
:\Ir. C:.l:·~:(, foc t\'cd ns it j!.l ~tl c(' of ;lIl' 110ll(, ,' \"('t fo: ::.: !lt 11:Ir(kr ~ : r ',;:!::\t :~;:. 
r ... :lCl..· . He :l :<pir('(\ t;) 11::1 o:.l: .. t office l:r ;h~"!!h t W3!, r !~;;: :!:.!:: Gm" I' 
IIntll IDVO when fr lcn::$ ::omil1:Itt'{! lIn;- Cbri:c , 
him :l, ~ :l candidate fDr tt'jl:-e.·cnt.'l.- D(·:tn of taw ~('ho()1 
II \'C f;o.:n Onl!.ls countY,!1I the S ' :It~ Af:l'r lc ,I ·.jn:.: :!H' 1:~I~f' r n.>~',~ 0:'_ ,1:: !('t:L~J::lturf;' He v,:ns (: ("Crt.'(~ am. i:;1 
from t!ic stn r t ',ms OI l) out~ t3.lldin .; f:c'_' :-'Ir, C~ a:' kl' bl'Ca 1ll~' GI',.:: ~ ; : 1:" I!. 

, D:ak(' Un :w' r~Jt"· Col!,·..:,' ,,: J :,'.\' ..• r>lcmbcr of that body )n t 1::' l weni.~·-
elgh Lh genernl a..<.Sem~l y, He Was r r - po.~iUO:l hc !J~ ! :l ~or CIl(, :Oi'~:- b('~Qr" :.~ 
rlc[:lcd to thc twclli.y-nlnth. ~ 11l:' - r(':u' !lin!, to Adt' : to rC-{'1l:::1!;(' ::1 

. , " . , ... . , . _ .. .. t:lf' Ilrartir r r f h i ... nrnf",,~:on H.~ In 
C"m- to ro~'~ &r ~ Cl,,·,. . ~l\;'" " ....... , .... - ••• ~. _~. ···_, __ v _ .... 0" ' \' "-", .• ", ........ . ,." 1>0',·, · . ". .. .. "~ ........ .. in the ! ::1 t~C: i.WO w:o.s chos~n a:. .. ,.. . ... " ," .. ~ j Ie." .'m~(' 

Th ~ ra.:ni1:: lccatcd on a farm ncar !!~at ti m" \\':to; t hf' mana:!C::1Cll i. (.'f ~ , 
DrJ.kc~·!I1c where the parents livcd speakeI' 0: me nou5C. both tWIC!'> SCIl3 i.Or C\.m:r: in"· c:lrrlp:lh:-n for :t.- I 
,ilC rem:lindrr o! their lives and ''\'ithout opposit!oll. Rcnllbl:r':\11.'< e le: !! ;t\ f'or !'CH'f.ll yta;-,~ hI' In!'> Ii: 
where lhe Add ma n spent his boy- and democrats alike r'..'~o;n~1.('(! hi !'> ~' ;-.r ! l t 1':::'1.<': of iI!..~ ti:1IC !It hlS home 
hoo::! and hl<; early mRnhood. Reech·· a;"'ilit\· and : ~ irn('s !': 'l:-l t! tl," con· where Ill' fOllnn. r('.:\1 '..'nio' .. :n~:1t in t il 
:ng nn education in the rural rtdenoc placed in hIm was drservro , :-cadi n? :lIlrt .~tu~h' ann iiI a~~oc;a- l~ 
5Chcols ~1:. CIa:k (, s pent h:s t Ime He wns tho:-oughiy \ :!l'sed in par- Eon ~ ith his \:"!~e , rhildren and CI. 
until he was 22 assisti.ng with the !!:ur.ent .uy p"ocedure and ris c€cis- ~rallt!cll; ldren . Por manv YN1:-s hf' 
fRrm -:;ork :tnd [Caclling ~hoo; ncar Ions. and rulings ""ere s~r:ctly f3\1' was :lctive In the a;!:'lr~ o~ the" 
th" hOllle. at Urakc~'ll!e a::.d .11so in :lnd ImpanI31 .. They g:linl'd for hIm Kn iJ:!:ht,,; of ?ytb ia5 Icc~c a.."'!d '.'''''.< an j ' 

'01;:;'" .. , (1,,1,1 . the high c-::n!:::h'nrr ami W:l:-m r~- hon orar:. m('mOf';- of . hl' Ac el ~o- fr 
~'_;'ft'e~"hi5 te)ehing experience hc ~~rd (.I I ~'Il,:;_ poj:ti~i ujJIXi.,e~ii. ~ .,. ::~ :'Y clu h, !:l1::1~ " :l ;;~":' n m:"r; :~ : i:1 ..•. 
('nterert Oskaloosa Collesc. at Os· . \l,c!l as tn\~e 0, h _". own p;l.t~ . lhe ·1r2nni7.'l liOl: :'IS 1:: n:z :1 .S tl!~ ; ;. 

k 3J oosn. Jaw,.. from Wlll ch insat\! - , "I~ 1908 t.lr repub!lc:ms mRde J .lln~ healt'!l permilted . (I: 
liOn he gra duated In 1877, Immed- t .. elr nominc t' for lLeuten:mt .!;o:rr- Mr Clarke is .~ur\" i \'cd b',- h is ..... i!'!. c~ 
; ...... :,. :lfterwnrds he entercQ the Jaw nor and a t Lhe dose of a 1.\\0 ~ear ,wo son.~ :md Ollt' ca tH::hr," . J ill' 
of~iccS of L·o,lI."L, .:. ':~""""n nt trrm he wa,,, re-elccwd t() t11:1t po~!- ~"'n"" :lrr Fred ('; . Cbrkn o~ ~('3~ t! (' . 
Os.kaloosJ. where he studied :or a ...... ;.. Wa.<:hing :on tlnd Charle.~ P. Clark!' . f 
sho~ ~ time before t.ak!n :l up a l:'Iw Two Term.'; as Governor ot !'flCI. j IiC v'.i .. :.:" . !.. ~. : :- ". '- 'In '., 

<:ourse at the Stat.c Unlver,~ily. H~ Still hil,ller honors awa!\ed him C, Kl nni..:k of Om'lha. nne cn u:!!} -
Rr:i(lu;Hed ~h~re m 1878 and tryell ' fo r in 1912 !If! W1lS elected governor ter. 1'.1r"". W. L. Vt>. n Metrr. pll.!!'C<1 C 
rnme lO J\del . and ope~ed :m ofhc.e .. of Io'lta and agaIn In 1914 lie wns 'J. wa~· ,~e\'ernl yrars ,ftg'O. s: 
In the same) ca.r hc 9.-1\.S married to re -elected. His four year's adminl s- T here arc ni!'O elevcn :!ral~(!chil - 1 
Arlc.ttl\ Greene. dnughter of Bcn~ trAtion was an outstanding on('. drrn ' Geor<ze alld Ted c;i,~r:C of (. 
Jamm Greene and member of onc 9f : Ouring his srco'l{l term Govern'-r Sc?ttle ; Kin7s1er, Porti:l. Elsie.J, 
'.hc county's for emost. pion('(:!" falnl- : Clarke sponsored the capitol Exte~- Lculsc and Theodo:-:\ Cl<!:-ke. of .. 
1)C.5. ' sion movement-. and staked his pOl!- Ad!'l: Clarke Van ~ieter !if Cc<!.:\r :l. 

Law Firm forml"d j tical career on the m:J\'eme:1t. Rapids: Eii7.:'!bct.h Van ).! rtr:-, of r-
In 1882 he ro~med a partnership , .>\galnst the ;'! :lvi~c of man'.' of the Adel; Nile. B":l a:lc! Geo:-~c K inmck 

with his brothcr·ln~la.v;. John B. I party leaders he ~\'ocnted the jJur- of Omaha. )..~r, Ciark(, was al~o:\ 
White. 9,'ho had opened a law office ; ch&;se of numerous pIeces c! property ~Tep, t IO(rand!ather. thr~ chiid r('n r 
in 1874 soon after he had complet- l surrounding the st3.te capitol build· b~intt' In the homc of Mr. :tnd .:Vf.s A 
cd his work as superlntenoient of Ing In Des Moines. Most of the pro- : George qarke a.t Seattle. b 
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las county, a_position which he filled with

much credit.

On the 9th of November, 1869, Mr. Ellis

was married to Miss Arvilla A. Sweet. She

was born in Bureau county, Illinois, in 1848,

and was the daughter of J . L. and Florandia

T. Sweet. Mr. and Mrs. Sweet came to Illinois

at an early date and located near Buda, where

their deaths occurred and where they were

laid to rest in Buda cemetery. They had ac

cumulated considerable wealth and had several

fine farms in Bureau county at the time of their

demise. The father was married twice. To

the first union there were born five children,

of whom two are now living: J . B. Sweet, a

lawyer at Council Bluffs, Iowa; and Mrs. A. A.

Ellis. To the second union five children were

born, of whom three survive: Aura, Effie and

Albert. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis were the parents

of ten children, of whom five sons are now

living, four of whom are married. The record

is as follows: E. L., born September 10, 1870,

living in .Perry, Iowa; F. R., born April 15,

1877, conducting a liver_v barn at Minburn,

Iowa; H. L., born July 4, 1879, living on one

of his mother’s farms; J. P., born November

18, 1881, a farmer living near the old home

stead; and Roy J., who was born May 26, 1887,

and operates the home farm for his mother.

From boyhood Mr. Ellis’ life was a very

active one but he always had time to extend

a helping hand and to say a kind word to his

friends. His motto through life was “do unto

others as you would have others do unto you”

and this he most conscientiously followed, as

his many friends can attest. Through such

memorials as this the individual and the char

acter of his service are kept in remembrance

and the importance of those services acknowl

edged. His example, in whatever field his

work may have been done, stands as an object ‘

lesson to those who come after. Up to the time

that he was taken sick, at the age of sixty-one,

he had never been in bed a day from illness

but pneumonia developed very rapidly and at

his age no hope was felt for his recovery. He

passed away at his country home, surrounded

by his wife and his five sons. Mr. Ellis was a

republican and was identified with the Odd

Fellows in Adel. He also belonged to the Meth

odist Episcopal church and lived a life of up

right-ness and honor, entitling him to high

regard.

Mrs. Ellis, after her husband’s death, was

appointed administratrix of his estate and

bought her sons’ interests in the property, own

ing at present three hundred and twenty acres

known as the Prairie Lawn Stock Farm on sec

tion 15, Washington township. She is a highly

esteemed woman and a kind and loving mother

and a faithful friend to all who know her.

GEORGE W. CLARKE.

George W. Clarke was born in Shelby

county, Indiana, October 24, 1852. His father,

John Clarke, was born in Warren county, Ohio,

and his mother, Eliza J. Akers, was born in

Floyd county, Indiana. They removed from

Shelby county, Indiana, to Davis county,

Iowa, in 1856, and settled on a farm near

Drakeville, where they still live. Here also

lived with them and worked on the farm

their son until he was twenty-two years of age.

In the winter he had taught school in the

country and in Dtakeville and later he taught

in Bloomfield. He acquired his education at

Oskaloosa College, Oskaloosa, Iowa, from

which institution he was graduated in 1877.

Immediately after, he entered the law office

of Lafferty & Johnson, at Oskaloosa. After

studying there for a time he entered the law

department of the State University of Iowa and

was graduated in 1878. ‘In the same year he

came to Adel, in Dallas county, Iowa, was

married to Miss Arletta Greene and opened an

office-for the practice of law. A few years

after he formed a partnership with J. B. White,

under the firm name of White & Clarke. The

firm is still in existence and is yet engaged in

the practice of the law, as it always has been,

at Adel. _ '
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During his first four years at Adel Mr.

Clarke held the oflice of justice of the peace.

He held no other office until he was elected

to represent Dallas county in the legislature

in the twenty-eighth general assembly, meet

ing in January, 1900. He was re-elected to the

twenty-ninth, thirtieth and thirty-first general

assemblies and in the last two was chosen

speaker of the house, both times without oppo

sition, republicans and democrats alike voting

for him.

Mr. and Mrs. Clarke have four children. The

oldest is married and is practicing law at Perry,

Iowa. The others are still at home.

DON A. BLANCHARD.

In the industrial and commercial circles of

Adel, wherein the welfare and upbuilding of

the city are largely promoted, Don A. Blan

chard has been an important factor for forty

years. Though no land is richer in opportu

nities or offers greater advantages than America

success is not to be obtained through desire

but must be persistently sought. In America

“labor is king” and the man who resolutely

sets to work to accomplish a purpose is certain

of success if he has the qualities of persever

ance, untiring energy and practical common

sense. Mr. Blanchard is one whose career ex

cites the admiration and gains the respectof

all, for through his diligence and persistent

purpose he has won a leading place in busi

ness circles in Adel and has also gained that

good name which is rather to be chosen than

great riches.

Mr. Blanchard was born in Centerville, New

York, November 30, 1841. His parents were

Abel and Harriet (Trall) Blanchard, the for

mer a native of Peacham, Vermont, and the

latter of Tolland, Connecticut. They were

pioneers in the settlement of western New York,

opening up a farm in the wilderness of Alle

gany county, that state, in 1820. The ancestry

of the family can be traced back through eight

generations to the year 1630, when Samuel

Blanchard, of Lincoln, England, emigrated to

America, settling in Charlestown, Massachu

setts. The mother was a sister of Judge Trall, '

of Attica, New York, and Dr. Russell Trall,

of New York city, and an aunt of Governor

Higgins.

Don A. Blanchard lived upon his father’s

farm until fourteen years of age, when upon

the death of his mother the large family of

children became scattered and for the next few

years we find him irregularly attending school

at Rushford Academy, but he never had the

assistance during his school days accorded his

older brothers and sisters. In 1858, at the age

of seventeen years, and during the troublous

times in Kansas, he made his way into that

territory and during the succeeding years he

traveled in a half dozen different states. In

1862, aroused by a spirit of patriotism, he en

listed in the First New York Dragoon Regi

ment as a musician.

After his service at the front he was engaged

for a short time in merchandising at White

water, Wisconsin, but, not being satisfied with

the partnership into which he had entered, he

took up the study of bookkeeping, etc., with

Murray Blanchard, an attorney at Peru, Illi

nois. In 1866, intending to visit Omaha, Ne

braska, he accidentally stopped over Sunday in

Adel, but after looking over the location he

was impressed with its natural beauty and busi

ness possibilities and became connected with

the commercial life of the city in a modest

way. For forty years, however, the business

has been enlarged and expanded until as a

hardware merchant he is controlling an ex

tensive trade and his business is such as to

enable him to become identified with nearly

all of the improvements which have been

made in and about Adel. When he cast in his

lot with the embryo city he gave to it no half

hearted allegiance. On the contrary he be

came deeply interested in everything pertain

ing to its welfare and development and his

work has been most effective, beneficial and

far-reaching. When at an early day Adel was




