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Bréaking boundaries, UAE girl lands at IT TK

Abhinav Malhotra | Tnn

‘Kanpur: Among those who
have taken admission in dif-
ferent postgraduate courses
. at IIT-Kanpur is Afifah from
" Mussafah,anindustrial town
in the southwest of Abu Dha-
bi in United Arab Emirates
(UAE). Afifah had an inclina-
tion towards studies since
her school days. Seeing her
dedication towards studies,
her parents allowed her for
pursuing higher studies. To
achieve her goal, Afifah head-
ed towards India six years
back after completing her
class XII from Abu Dhabi.

After completing her
graduation (B.Arch from
Calicut University), this
year Afifah cleared the
GATE (Graduate Aptitude
Test In Engineering) by
scoring AIR 50 to seek ad-
mission in the Master of De-
sign (MDES) at IIT-Kanpur.

On her arrival at IIT-Kan-
pur on Saturday, Afifah was
given a grand welcome by the
IIT faculty members and the
students. So far, Afifah is the
only foreign student to have
come to IIT-K this year.

More foreign students
may come to IIT-Kanpur,
probably from the neighbour-
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ing countries, for
taking admission
in undergraduate
courses.
. Butthejourney
‘for Afifah in the
i field of academics
has never been a cakewalk.
She said that at her native

placenotmuch importanceis'

given to education of girl
child.

“Girls in my locality are
notallowed totakeeducation.
in such a scenario, my par-
ents supported me the most
because they know the im-
portance of education.” Afi-
fah said. Back in Mussafah,

Afifah was a motivational

leader for the children. She
used to inspire them to
choose education and to
make a career.

“My husband has sup-
ported me inmy endeavour to
study. He is also an engineer
and realises the importance
of education”, he added. Afi-
fah said that she has been out
of her country for the past six
years to realise the dream of
herfather.

She also said that after

completing her MDES course

from IIT-Kanpur- she would
go back to UAE and pursue
her career there.
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