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P R E F A C E .

To mark the occu rrences of a jou rney
is no unpleafing or unprofi table ex ercife .

Succefi ion of objeé
’
cs at once qu ickens

and mu l tiplies our
‘

conceptions ; Whilfl
'

. a

defi re to regifi er new appearances agree

ably begu i les the ennu i of monotonous

mmion, of lounging at inns, and of

waiting u pon Wai ters. Fu ture lei
'

furc

may give to hu rried notes
‘

the regu lar

fi rm of d iaries. Thefe we perufe with

interefi—perhaps, with fi range emotion,
at difiant and vacant hours . A fingle

l ine may, not unfrequently, revive fome

faded imprefi i on, or recal l , in all the

fondnefs of regret, the fenfations of de

l ight or melancholy that are pafl. The

narrative may attract the atten tion
,
or

awaken the feel ings of a friend
,
or im

part
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part infi rufi ion or amufement to a fellow

creature.

The continent of Europe, It is true,
has been often traverfed,- and often de

fcribed, but is, by no means, (0

from v ic ifli tude, that the ac

generation {hould prec lude t~hofe tof ano-i

ther. Befides, ex tended traéls dofatetié

ri tory, adapted to the fyftems rofmodem

foc iety, involve fuch a complication
l

of

detail, that the tourifi is ufually content

to {elect thofe obfervations whichamofi:

readily prefent themfelves, or wh ich are

molt congenial to his tafi e or habits of
th inking. Hence, a complete piéture

of one country has never, perhaps,,been

ex hibited to another, and hence; each

traveller, though he fli ould add much;
may leave more to be added. Impro

portion, too, as we accumu late remarks

on foreign parts, we enable the , philofo
pher to widen his bafi s of comparifons

and induct ions, to correct and modify

his
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his fi atéments, . and, thu s,
“

gradual ly; (to

approachlto truth . is .)
"

u . u a

j efi d
‘

of
‘

lthe
'

followj ng pages, require to

be lprefaced in t-he 'langua
'

ge of apOItigy.

That th
‘e -tenor of relat ion is not

'

equall
'

y
cufiiéufla

'

nd fatisfaétory, and ‘ihat the

fi anfiderfable ex tent ! ofi fcenery 'is ftini

formlyinterefting} that the mol
’
cflfa

‘

ithfil

andefoription,
’ ifi unduly pro lohged

f wm

fatiguea a
'

t
'

lall; d i at 'ice rtain x 'profxi ihent

featuresrrnaybeteafi lyflcc tched,whenthe
delineation of. atwho le, is f'unatltainable,
that cii‘éumflanc

’

es

fwnvey of tranfient lobje
’

i ’ts
,
l l thatldopporl

m i lit ias of. apprec iat ihg
‘national chal‘aca

and laws ,. are
’

aflbMéd -to

few,
and that »the .pat ienoe ,

'candour
,

'

a nd

,mknts
‘
lrequ ifi te to fu ch apprec iatioh , fal l

‘ i " 2 to
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to the lot of fewer fi i l l; Yet, whe re in?

formation was of eafy accefs
,
I have not

wi l lingly al lowed i t to efcape ; where it

lay conceal ed , or beyond the reach of

ord inary invefligation, I prefume-not to

have brought i t to l ight . The objefi s

wh ich fell under my own obfervation,
and faél s which I found {tated upon evi.

dence deemed authentic , thefe .I h ave

attempted to comm it to writ ing, without

paflion and withou t prejudice. 1

In an age of fafi idiou s refinement.
a recu rrence of the fame, or of fimilar

modes of cx preflion, may provoke the

chafi ifement of minu te criticifm . But,

until appearances be more difi inmy va

ried
,
or the energies of languagebe foilnd

adequate to thofe innumerab le delicac ies

of gradationwhich fo gracefu l ly enl iven

and diverfify our abodefin vain maywe

hope to avoid repetition or coincide nce
of phrafe . One river

,
val ley

,
ormoun

tain refembles anotheré—the contours of
dif
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difi
'

erent rlandfcapes may not all be ‘

dif

fimilar, and there may be perceptions

and feel ings,which can on ly be perce ived

With a v iew to break uniformi ty of

rec i tal , and temper the drynefs of cir

cumfi antial detai l , I have , oc cafionally,

bea rded a few refleél ions, withou t pur

faing them to any l ength : for th e bufi

nefs of t he jou rnalifi , if I rightly con

ceive
, is to invite the thoughts of others,

rim,
ob

’

trufively ,
’ to difcufs his own.

M mes of , characters, from real , . l ife,
and castrafi s from private correfpondcnce

mightuhave enlarged t he v olume , and

gratified thefcuriofi tyof fome. The talk ,
too, would have been but wou ld i t

havebeen honourable ? As I valu e, fo
I refpeét the mutual confidence of un

rellrained and unfu fpeéting intercourfe,
the grand charm of d omefi ie

.

fociety
and of the intimacies of friendfhip.

Yet I have not fcrupled to infert fhort

no
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notices of eminen t
'

men—of
'

men emi-b

nent, at leafi , in their native difi rifi s,

and who
,
however l ittle knownto fame“,

deferv e to be commemorated .

"finitnts
and licenfed bu tchers have

negyrifi s
-é—let

‘

us
'

n ot difdain th€ hiinible

labou rs of the man of letterlifJ ‘

Khowa

ledge -may be power—but trulefl
k

knowi

ledge is alfo virtue, and may fi nal ly obs

tain . the noble triumphs of bemv‘olenee

r' “I
" i

An ex pectat ion of r etracing the fame

routesy andxof bri nging to alfi rfi {ketch

thé i lrefii lts ‘of
‘

a
‘

fCCOGd , perhaps, dfi éa

third review
,

‘hiis long retarded lthe ad :

juftrnent of the}fol lowing { cries
‘

of
’

oh

{larvafio
'

ns But the
"

delays ahil

pointments incident to
'

th e ’

an individual, vanifh at once int
lo i f; 1m

perceptibl e point, when they originate
in the fame 'caufes wh ich have afi

'

eéled

Fhe dearefi concerns of mi l lions of the
3 1

JOUR
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c ha n t.

F R OM DOVE R T O B RU S S E L S .

j am. 1 7 87 .TH IS morning I added

one to a motely group of pafl
‘

engers for

Ol’tend . A crofs wind and heavy fea

were attended with their ufual comforts,
tacking

,
pitch ing, and inv erted motiom .

So I paffed a cold and lone ly day, in a

corner of the quarter- deck, refigning my
in the cabin to thofe who cou l d

fai l and fpeak, and fympathifing

with the unwieldy alderman
, who ear

nefi ly requefi ed his travelling companion

not
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not to interrupt thei r riding by conver

fatiou . In juftice, however, to thofe

fenfations which are produced by fea

fi cknefs, tooth-ach, gou t, and difap

pointed love, i t deferves to be recorded,
that

,
though q i c iently gal l in

'g to the

patient
,
they feldom rack the feelings of

the byfianders.

The wind greatly abated tovvards

evening, when we caft anchor in fev en

fathoms
,
off Calais .

In compliance wi th the joint requ efi

of mafier and mate, I now ventured to

crawl into the cabin, and enj oyed the

lu x ury of a bed , though not of

\Vhether in admi ration of my It

through the day, or of a

portion of fea- fi ore
, which I

ceded to the empire of their knives and

forks, I know not
,
but the gentl emen

juf
’
t mentioned condefcended to anfwet:

allmy queries. It was diflicult, indeed,
to determine wh ich of the two was th e
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mofl: confequential bu t both feemed to

be very capable of giving me local in

formation. To have rej ect ed the latter,
becau fe conveyed in a fi ately tone, wou l d

have favoured of the haughtinefs of my
infi ruétors . Doubtlefs, we are much

the c reatures of c ircumfi ance— educa

t ion, profefi i on, accidents, and modes of

l ife, form our habits and mou ld our

manners. The petty {k ipper is , more

felf- important than the captain of a man

ofwar, becau fe more ignoran t, and lefs

converfant in fociety wh ich is charaé
’
tEr

ifed by good - breeding, Whllfl’. a profeflbr

of flender attainments betrays a degree

of importance
,
to wh ich a Bacon

, a

Boyle, and a Newton, were fi rangers.

In all probabil ity
,
Captain his

fecond ink command, and the wri ter of

thefe j ournals
,
may not meet again .

The ideas wh ich we formed of one

another, during the random acquaintance

of a few hours
,
are of l ittle momen t

B
'

2 to
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to ourfelvcs, and of lefs to th e world .

Individuals dai ly perifh, but the race

of foundings, and he who l iftens to him,

mu ll: qu ickly give place to others: Thei

appearances of ex ternal nature , though

l iable, too, to progrefli v e change; affume

a more durable afpeé
‘
t than the

who contemp lates them . The

h il ls and {trai ts of Dover have under-1

gone l ittl e variat ion du ring a lapfe of

ages, Whilfi thoufands of our fel low

mortal s, who , in the purfu it of heal th ,
of bufinefs

,
or amufement

,
paid thttm a

tranfi ent
'

v iflt
,
have been gat/J c

’

rcd to

tbeir fatberrc—I fi nd the paffage, from
fhore to {hore

,
at the narroweft part, is

reckoned twenty- one m i les
,
but, from

the quay 05 Dovei‘ to that of Calai s
,

twenty- four. The haven of the latterf

is left d ry at every ebb
,
bu t has three

fathoms at ordinary flood tides . The

mean height ofneap tides is fifteen, and
of
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has given rife to a fyf
’
tem of prejudice

and rivallh ip, fubverfi ve of the common

peace, we may afi
'

eét to lament the in

trufi ons of the ocean, but fhould d ever

forget
,
that the fame Being, who rules

the waves
, when he endowed u s wi th

reafon and ex panding hearts, conneé
’
ted

our truel’t interef’t and our puref
’
t plea-i

fures with the ex erc ife of that benevo

lence
, wh ich difregards th

'e cafual l imits

of land and Water.

Refumed my fi ation on deck

before dawn, when we were gl iding

along
, under an eafy breeze. At noon

we were abreaf’t ofM euport, confpicuous

by its two fi eeples, and entered Gflci
‘

zd

ex act ly at two o
’clock .

This port is fi rongly fortifi ed
, and

capable of receiving a confiderablc num

ber of fuch v effels as can
'

clear the ill oals
at the entrance . The latter is reckoned

unfafe duringvio lent winds from we
‘

fi

or north-welt ; but there is good an.

chorege
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chorage in th e roads. The wait is flat
,

and dangerou s in fogs .

On quitting the packet
,
I was fur-fl

rounded by a parcel of ragged and bawl

in-g porters. Two of the mof
’
t ex pert

,

who held my trunks by right of occu

pancy
, accompani ed me to the Landow

Tav ern, kept by M r . Samp/biz, an Eng
lifhman.

As I awaited d inner in th e coHee

room
,
two boys

,
apparently of twe lve

or thirteen years of age , wrapt in warm.

furtou
'

ts, took their feats wi th g reat

compofure , and cal led , in F lem ifh ,
each

for his tobacco pipe and tumbler of

punch . Like grave loungers
,
they con

v erfcd
,
fmoaked, and tippled , wi thou t

attract ing the attention or ridicule of

any in the room,
ex cept of the nay ema

Having been recommended to Monf.
B . I did myfelf the pleafure ofwaiting

upon him in the evening
,
and found

B 4. him
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him writing er: robe dc cl/ambre
,
in at

counting- room , hung with old arras, and

divided by antique fkreens. Thefe are

trifling c ircumftances, bu t mark a coun

try wh ich is not Britilh . Monf. B . at:

once negotiatedmy l etter of credi t, gave
me a note of th e different coins of the

country
,
and very pol itely favoured me

with his belt advice as to the profecu tion

ofmy rou te .

On my retu rn to the inn, I found
th e fi tting room converted into a fcene

of rude m irth and l icentious ‘uproar.

The aé
’
tors were half a dozen ofEngliflt

Ihipmafi ers, I prefume fmugglers . Since

the declaration of the freedom of this

port
,fur/J captains are not only tolerated,

but received with welcome, as theyg ive

hard cafh for brandy
,
tea, lace , &c . and

have occafroned an add itional annual.

circu lation of 1. S terl ing for

artic les prohibited in Great Britain. To

plead the caufe. of contraband trafii c,

would
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would be to recommend a game bf def.

fortunat e knaves ,
‘

whilf’t rt pa

b it-ions and reflraints, which fetter the

Operations of the honef’t trader, and

prev ent the markets from finding thei r

natural level .
’

Laffi z -m m faire {h ould

be founded every morning in the ears

of all th e princes and fi atefmen in the

9117. Q fi end is faid to contain

inhabitants, many ofwhom are foreign

ers has eight wide fi reets r egularly

ilfuing from the marke t- place
, a large

church , ded icated to St. Peter, the town

houfe
,
with its dome arid towers

, and

the guard- houfe
, ,
a more fimple edifi ce.

Marlhy grounds .env iron i t on the land

fi de
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fide but its artifi cial m eans of defence

have been removed by order of the Em

peror, who has taken a diflike to forts
and monafi eries. Moft of the houfes
are low, and many of them have thei r

ends to the fi reet,with archedgat eways
“

,

a common ftyle of bu ilding in Flanders,
and wh ich may yet be traced in fome of

the decayed towns of Scotland
,
formerly

conneé’ted by trade with Bruges and

Antwerp . The wal ls fac ipg the” fi reet

are
'

mofi ly whitened ; and the whole,
in a frofi y day , looks marvelloufly c lean.

A ferions m isfortune is want of good

water, which , indeed , feldom abounds

in flat difi rié’ts, efpec ially on the fea

coal’t . Part of what is daily confumed

in Oftend is fupplied from cif’terns fi ll ed

by rain, and the rei
’
t is brought in cafks

from a confiderable diltance . The fums

formerly ex pended upon the mainte

nance of the fortificqtions m ight have

beenbeftowed in procuring the comfort

af
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ofwater condu i ts : or, if fuch a gift

appeared too bumble inthe eyes of the

Imperial Jofeph , he m ight have con

fi rufi ed a long and magn ificen t aque

duC’t , and have given fome import to

h is prefent empty title of 1 6373 of 1175

in the oth centu ry, Oli end was

only a fi fhing vi l lage, bu t had afliimed

the rank ofbourgade, or townl et, 1 07 2 .

In 1445 , Phi l ip the Good furrounded

i t wi th wal l s
,
conflruét ed regu lar gates

,

and enlarged the harbou r. A plan of

c ompl ete fortifi cat ionwas ex ecu ted

under
'

the orders of the Prince ofOrange
,

t
'

hen Mailer of Ghent and Bruges. The

memorable fi ege of three years,
'

l/J ree

months, three weeks, three days
, and

three hou rs, was attended wi th the dread

ful lofs of l ives ! When the

place at l ength furrendered
,
i t was a heap

of ru ins. SO
,
wemay prefume

,
was the

fmock Of Ifabella Eugenia
, governefs

of
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of the LowCountries, who rafhly vowed

not to change i t during the flege . The

comp l iant ladies of the court
, barrefio

refi rem ,
fol lowed her ex ample !

Of’tend is governed by a baiili
,
named

by the Emperor for ‘life , a burgomafter,

fev en eebefvim ,
or fubordinate magifirates,

and a treafurer. Imports are ex empted

from duties, bu t fubjeé
’
t to a

,
tax of ten

per cent. if conveyed into the cpuntry.

The port dues are moderate and th e

annual c learanc es of v efiels from 1 000

to 1 2 00 .

i

The town’

s motto is
,
Os TENDE nabs}

,

Damine, mg/erz
'

eordz
'

am tuam. Maypthe

prayer be heard , in fpite of the pun, and

may the Lord deal more piteoufly with

the good burghers, than their cuftom

koufe deals wi th {trangers A travel ler

cannot proceed wi thou t hav ing his

trunks plumbed
, and procuring ape/ e

a
'uanl , unlcfs he chufe to have his goods

and chattels rudely fcrutinizcd at every
p etty
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fupplies the canal of Bruges by means

offloodgates, which are Opened at high

water and {hu t at ebb. Along this

bafon are ranged wind-m i l l s for fawing
timber. The canal adm its

300 tons. A greater flope of

within
,
and other ufeful improvements,

m ight be fuggel
’
ted by a comparifon

with fome of the modern navigable, corn

munications in G reat Britain . The flat

n efs of the country
,
however, precludes

th e necefi i ty of much hydrau l ic appara

tus ; and l et i t be ment ioned to the

credit of th e Flemings, that they had

canals in th e 1 s th centu ry.

I found the track- boat neat and clean
,

confi ructed and rigged fomewhat in the

manner Of a Du tch boy , wi th a hand

fome roomy cabin at each end, and one

of an inferior defcription in the m iddle,
for pafl

‘

engers who pay half price, or
for mendicant friars who pay nothing.
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v effel is dragged by a pair of horfes

ch an equab le rate , that aleagz/e and

an boar are fynonymous terms
,
and the

«latter is even more frequ ently employed

than the form er. —Our company con

fi fi ed of th irty
,
though the barge has

acc
h
ommodation for double that number .

Some played at cards
,
others conv erfed

,

and not a few had recourfe to a bOttle

of fmallwh ite-wine, wi thout , however,
betraying the flightefi fymptom of riot

or in tox ication . Even the bargemen
were tame and fober. Some of the gen
tlemen were fhrouded in ample c loaks

,

white or blue, wi th trimmings of gold

or fi lver lace
,
and wore large muffs.

The drefs of th e women feemed com

fortable rather than tafteful
,
and thei r

complex ions frefh, but void of anima

tion. Had not their chafling- difhes of

earthen ware been fi l led wi th kindled
charcoal, a carelefs Obferver wou ld have

taken
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taken them for fomething very dif

fcrent

As a th ick fog, no uncomm on pheno

m enon in the Low Countries , concealed

every thing around u s, I contrived to

communicate in Latin andbroken
t

F rench

wi th a {indent of theology from Lou

vain . You need not much regret priva

t ion ofprofpeét ,
”
faid he ; asourcoun

try prefents a level furface , a fmall ex

tent on ly can be viewed from a

fchuyt at any t ime ; to fee a fample

two is to fee the whole : we have fev eral

large towns, abundance ofrich and well

cu l tivated fi elds, and a fubfi antial pea

fantry.

”
On thefubj eéi Ofthe late dilfen

{ions in his univerfi ty, he ex preffed him

felf wi th apparent referve, infi nuated

that both part1es had conduct ed them

SO fai thfu l , obferves Captain Cook, are the Dutch

ladies at the Cape of Good Hope to the modes of
the ir country, that they [till make ufe of their chauffe
pieds, though Wi thout fi re .

1 0 felves
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felves in a manner unworthy of th e l i

t erary charact er
,
and readily adm itted

that the members of fuch a refpeé
’
table

fem ipary lh ould be public teachers, ih

terel’ted and aé
’
t iv e in the difl

’

ufion of

knowl edge and principles of humani ty
,

d eriving eli eem from their Own worth

a nd talents
,
and incapable of facrifi c ing

truth and virtue to the caprice of a

prince
,
or the profligacy Of his m in ions .

N ight cam e upon u s before we landed .

The guards opened the gate to ‘
adm i t

the paffengers, and I accompanied my
brother Prudent to the Ho

‘
lel de Commerce.

Here we .fupped at the public table
,
in

a large gloomy apartment,hung with
tapeilzry . The board was amply fur

niihed
,
and fpeedily cleared. After

fome fedate F lemilh converfation
,
the

party feparated . It was real ly a yawn

mg evening. When left alone in a large

dull bed- room
,
l ighted by a wretched

taper, I could hardly bel ieve I was in a

C fre
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frequented inn. Al l was ftill and fi lent

as the grave. Morpheus
,
l ike

,
a kind

friend , interpofed his gentle ferv ices
,

and treated me with a double nofegay
of poppies, as I 1nvoked his aid upon

a high and clumfy bed .

1 0117 . I fallied from the fombre h6tci

with the fi rfi dawn ; bu t, as the barge
,

for Gh ent departs at nine o’clock, my
notices of Bruges mufi be {hort and

defultory . A ci rcumference of fifteen

m iles reduced to fi ve, the bufy hum of

men ex changed for fi raggling prief
’
ts or

wfriars, pavements and footways over

grown wi th grafs, fragments of huge

weighing machines, the {hattered wal ls

of feventeeh confular palaces, and en

t ire fi reets configned to defolation, are

the melancholy memorials of a once

flourifhing and ex tenfive commerce.

Antwerp fi rlt , and nex t Amfterdam,

contribu ted to its decl ine. Of thefe, the

former has alfo fal len from its fplendor,
‘

I4. and
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and
“

the fecond has, perhapsy attained the

fumm it of its greatnefs . So fares i t in
I
the rotation of human events : yet

,
as a

fi

depot of goods defi ined for the interior,
Bruges {ti l l retains a petty traffi c

,
and ”

the poorer c itizens fi nd employment in
*the manufa€ture of broad bai‘ze

, and

fome of the coarfef
i

fabric s .

Bruges
,
i t has been al leged

,
has its

name from the three hundred bridges

(firuggenj which once form ed variou s
communications over its interfeéting ca

nals . It is nearly of a ci rcu lar form
,

wi th {even gates,{i x large market places
,

zoo fi reets c
‘

ompofed of houfes larger

and higher than thofe of Ofi end
,
a ca

thedral founded 865 , and ded icated to

St. Donatus, fev en churches, fourteen

chapels
,

and variou s other rel ig ious

bu ildings. The fpire of St . M ary
’

r is

of unufual elegance and he ight
, and is

defcried by mariners, when 03 Oftend.

Several rows of trees, and a tal l {pire

c 2 adorn
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adorn the pub l ic fquare . Chiming of

bel ls is much admired in th is quarter of

the town, and feems to be a frequ ent

and favourite entertainment in the Ne

therlands . The town-houfe is a fi ately

morceau , in which the G reek and Go

th ie fi yles of architecture are happily

blended , yet wi th fuch a wanton pro

fufion of ornament as to take from the

general efl
'

eé
’

t. Near i t {lands the chapel

of the 1700, blood. The precious rel ic} ,
refembling a whitilh j e l ly

, wi th a few

red fpots, inclofed in a double glafs vial ,
was brought from Palefi ine 1 148 , by a

Count of Flanders, or by tradition, and

ufed to melt regu larly every Briday

morning, and continue diffolved ti l l three

o’clock
,
when i t again congeal ed, and

this during half a century after its ini

portation

Bruges is the cradle of many erudits,

but of who le l ives l ittle elfe is known

than names and dates . Charles F erdi
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Gomar is perpetuated in the calv inil’tic

feCt, ofwhich he was the founder.

Again took barge—They reckon the
difiance eight [warn—Among the paf

fengers, I cou ld not help remarking a

friar
,
who alternate ly recited his bre

v iary, and bowed to the company . His

devotion and good breeding feemed

equal ly matter of rou t ine. In th is re

fpeét , there are many friars yet of the

two , I wou ld be more in charity wi th
this nonchalance than wi th the grimace

ofTartuffe.

U) : rzenfire/guefi tfi tpour

D
r
u/quar k} qu

’
zl/e ‘vm t , l

’
autrej our , aczflr

D
'
av azrpm wepure mfazfant /Zzprtere,

Et de I
’
a evozr tuée aw : trapa

’
e (alert .

The fog again fetting in
,
I went be

low
,
and was agreeably furprifed to meet

with an Englilh gentl eman, who had

frequently trav erfed Aufi rian Flanders .
His remarks upon the afpeé

’
t and re
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fources of the country coincided with

thofe of the Pruden t from Louvain. No
‘

land
,
i t wou ld appear

,
l ies wal’te ; and,

if too l ittle attention is, perhaps, paid to

pafi urage , three hundred years have

witnefi ed the indul’try
'

and fuccefs of

the Flem ings in the cu l ture of grain.

The mu l tiplication of the human race

keeps pace with that of the means of

fufi enance ; and the Low Countries,
though often waited by war and pel’t i

lence, rank , at th is day , among the mofi:

popu lous diftrié’ts of Eu rope . Yet
,
th e

very c ircumfi ance of their natural fert i

liry may provoke the cupidity of neigh

bouring fiates.

At one o’clock we were fummoned

to d inner, _
and partook of two cou rfes

,

wines, and a deffert. A feparate d inner
was ferved up to paffengers of the fe

c ond order, and a third to thofe who

have their conveyance free . Thefe fe

v eral repafts are qu ietly prepared in a

C 4 (mal l
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{mal l kitchen ; and every thing proceeds

wi th the utmofi regu larity.

AS the Bru lfels di l igence received me

from the track- boat
,
and m erely paffed

along fome of the outfl< irts ofGbezzt, I can

enter into no detai ls refpeé
’
t ing this once

great and profperou s city. Provoking
i t is

,
thus to have a faint and tranfient

glimpfe of a place of note ; but my time

was not my own
,

and could not be

fquandered in the gratifi cation of curioq

fi ty. Curiofi ty itfelf is a relative term ;
for I have heard of an Englifh travel ler,
who merely changed horfes at Paris

,

and afked the name of the town
'

; and

have feen a wealthy gentleman
, who

travel led four hundred m il es to London,
which he had never feen

,
{imaged his'

buli nefs in an hour, and immediately
meafured back his route.

The c ircumfi ances of our land con-p

veyance were , by no means, propitious
v—a clumfy, il l hung coach—all th e

placefi
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places taken—“ the dearth of converfation

{Upplied by a grating F lem ilh fong—the
c lamour of a wafpifh bant l ing—and a

v ery fcanty al lowance offleep at Al ofi .

I l z
‘b. \Vere again feated in our dili

g ence by fou r O
’clock in the morning.

Molt of the company renewed their in

terrupted fi nmbers,

Days-l ight difplayed a portion ofBra.

dam,
abounding in v i l lages and com

fortable ham lets , in cows, hogs, and

pou ltry.
‘

The general flatnefs
, as we

approached Brulfels, was re l ieved by

gentle wavings , whillt hedges, planta

t i ons, and horticu l ture were profufely
blended with the labours of the plough.



2 6 BRU S S ELS.

C H A P. II .

B RU S S E L S .

BRUS SELS , or, according to

o rthography, Brux e/Zer, is fi tuated in , the

heart of a fertile and popu lous di

abou t 2 00 feet above the level of the

temperate and falubriou s
,
thou gh ft c

quently deformed by fogs .

The town
,
wh ich fi ands partly on a

plain
,
and partly on a rifing ground, in

ihape refembles a pear
,
with the taper

ing end to the fou th . A fu ite of earthen

ramparts, faced with brick, and crowned

wi th rows of trees
,
forms amolt agree

able and varied walk
,
all around the

c ity . So gay and fhifting is the prof

peci , that I cou ld never patient ly attend
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to the cumberfome ornaments of th e

gates, the gloomy moi/on deform,

antiqu e round tower of the clothiers,
and a few other' m inu te Objefi s which

occu r in the tou r of the ramparts.

Within the gates are reckoned from

goo to 400 fi reets and lanes ,
houfes , and f rom fou r fcore to n inety
‘

th
‘

oufand 1nhabitants. Mol’t of the

houfes in the old part of the town are

of brick
,
wi th painted

,
or white walhed

wal ls
,
and many of them with iron bars

at the windows on the ground floor,
and gateways to the fi reet. The fi reets '

are
,
in general , narrow,

and defi itute of

footways, with lamps fufpended by cords

Over the m iddle.

The numerou s i nns afford genteel v

and reafonable accommodation. N early
2 00 hackney coaches, clumfy , but gaudy

and comfortab le, are employed at the

rate of an efcalin (7 d . ) per hou r. The

d ifplay of equ ipages, on certain ho l i

days,
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days, is rich and glaring : but the Briton

looks in vain for the {mart trim carriage

of his native country.

To enumerate and defcribe the con~

tents of the ten quarters of Brufi els,

would greatly e x ceed the p lan of thefe

j ournals . I
,
therefore

,
on ly flightly

touch on a few of the molt confprcuous

objeé
’
ts.

I . The {lately front of the

p lanned by the Sieur F olte, is e

ed wi th fi atues and has re l iefs by Del

v eau x . The Hercu les, at the bottom
of the grand fi atrcafe, is an adm ired

product ion of the fame ch ifel The

chapel, on the right of the principal en

try, all done in fi ucco, and adorned with
a double range of pi l lars, d

'

eferves to be
particu larly noticed.
In the centre of the place royale, a

fquare remarked for fine bu i ldings, and

the fi riking portico of the new chu rch
of St. Coudenberg, the fiate

‘

s of Bra-s

bant
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hood among other races : and thus ac

counts, apparently difcordant, may be

reconciled .

The Duke ofAremberg
’

s hotel
“
,
and

the church of the Carmel ites deferv e to

pieces by Rubens . The fuppreffed

church of the J efuits, dedicated to St»

Michael , and ornamented by a tal l and

elegant fpire, is, perhaps, the mol
’
t hand

fome in Brulfels.

II. The chapel of our lady is a fine

remnant of Gothic architeél ure
,
embeli

lifhed, withou t, by fome fi atues of

Q iefnoy, and, with in, by a great al tar
,

ex ecuted on the defign of Rubens
,
th e

maufoleum of the Spinoza fam i ly
, and

numerous paintings by Crayer
, Janfens;

and others .

In the centre of the large court
,
cal led

1r grand Sablon
, is a fplendid public

fountain , the monument of grat itude
,

erected by Thomas, Earl ofAylelbury,
1 750.
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It CODfi PtS of a group of marbl e

one ofwhich reprefents M iner

a recl ining pofi ure , holding in her

hand a medal lion, ex hibiting the per.

t raits of the emperor Francis I . and of

t he emprefs qu een, Maria Therefa. On

and, on her left , the Scheldt,
’

in the

fe
‘

mblanc e of a genius. The Aylefbury
arms

,
wi th fu itable infcriptions, are cut

upon the pedefi al.

planted with e lms . N ear i t fiands the ~

fombre manfi on onc e occupied by the

Duke of Alva, whofe dark fpirit feems

fi ill to haunt its chambers.
’

The Steenporte fountai n 18 the mo&

magnific ent in the c ity
,
being even en

cumbered with fculptures, and the water

tumbling from bafon to bafou , and from

four fhells, into as many cilterns, l evel

with the ground.
IIL The
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III . The Grands place, in which {64

veral of the principal flreets concentrate,
is a fi riking ob long fquare , form ed of

public bu ildings of unequal height
, and

disfigured by heavy carvings and gi ld

ings. Forty- one years were employed

in bu i lding the town- houfs , the mof’t

{lately edifice of th e kind in the Ne .

therlands. It is a large and quadrangu
lar pile

,
from which lhoots a fpire , beau

tifully tapering, to the height of 364.

feet. A brazen figu re of St . M ichael
,

the patron of the p lace, turns upon a

p ivot
,
on the top, at the pleafure of the

than elegant , are l ined with tapef
’
try, in

gi l t frames
,
and contain paintings by

fome of the molt celebrated of the F le

milh fchool.

IV . The fourth quarter prefents its

with the elegant chapel of Notre Dame

de bon Secours, in form of a rotunda,
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arid with
'

an old hofpital founded for

pi lgrims who v ifit Compofiella. But

the fame of both is eclipfed by a l ittle

gentl eman
,
y clept manneée

'

fij é , who

performs unceafi ng duty, andj am fagofl,
to the great edification of the good

Pu rghers . The French foldiers in 1 747 ,

rudely profaned this d iu retic pal ladium,

and filenced the indignant mu rmu rs of

th e - inhab itants : bu t Lewis X IV .

'with

laudable magnanim i ty, commanded that:

the perfon .
of the darling dwarf {hould

be Held facred, arrayed in coll
‘ly apparel

,

and-dubbed a knight of his own order.

The 'chevalier flill appears in fu l l uni

form upon gala days ; and, to fuch a

degree has he become the man of tbe

people, that his removal or mu tilat ion

m ight ex cite an infurreétion . Vi va
'

a
’
om:

h
i

inérmcéé

nV .

‘ The church of St. Gertrude and
S t? N icholas, {landing upon an iflet

,

firmed by tv’v’o branches of the Senna,

D and
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and -dert vmg a venerable afpefi : from-its

moulderiiig Gothic
’
tdWer, ~is flipp

'

ofed
'

to

have rbe
'

ehhfous ded i in: the 7mm; 8th
centu ry.

“ Several‘ of the" convents
‘

in

th is quarterhavebiaen fuppre‘ll
'

edfl ’
i

i “
1

V I. In'St: Catharine’s chu rch areltwo
celeb

'

ra
‘

ted
’

p ieces’

of de
‘

Crayer; the
llfirfl‘

i

,

the reception of St. ’ Catharine info
“

heaé

v engw
'

héi‘e
'

(he takes “her‘place
’Witli [the

Trini ty, and is efcor
'

tedf

'

by
IStfljOfeph

and a fuitef=of angels ii o the fecor
'

ld,Lthe

inaflyrdom
'of the four ! crowned] hmdsl

t
.

'

Theg i and
'B eguigzag eh an afie

j
nblage

of hOUfCSy furrounded
‘

by a
'

wall, might

accommodate i uyop or
"
\ 800 B egu inlés

'

,

though theyrreckon at. fp‘refent i fcarcelsy
half chatt number.

peculiar t o the LowCountrienryetfeems
admirably adapted xto the fyfi emsOflgw
dern fociety, whether amongmatbolics

er.

proteftants. 3 ThemBeguine brings

t
alornn ith her the

’

lmeans
-o ftherimaini

temaseflsif
'

sfli srofl
‘

cflss (newmari ta
gulatc
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gu lare her own
‘

menage
, or

n

join her
flock to ’

that
'

of a particular company.

neral dll
‘

c ipline, 'and alla ttend upon the

of
'

the day is fpent in
'

the ’ varied and
elegant l

'

oec
'

upations of «femal e hands.
Any individual may retire from the fif
terhood

, w-heil {he pleafes, ‘mingle agam
wi th the world , and enter into the mar

tiOnl
'

J “

c raft from the canals
, and a large hz

'

in
z

d

l ‘x l c

1 WI? The church of theAugufhnes

c f
‘
l l i
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of the Dominicans, though no ways

handfome
,
is enriched with cho ice pro

duétions of the F lemilh penci l, as St .

John the evangelifi , St. John the Bap
tilt, Mary Magdal ene

, and St. Peter, all

by de Crayer, the miracu lous cure of the

Duke of Cleves, the V i rgin, St. Thomas

Aquinas
,
and St. V incent Perrier railing

a ch ild from the dead , by Janffens .

The theatre, bu i l t 1 700, accord ing to

the plan of Bombarde, an Ital ian arch i

teé’t , 13 long
,
narrow,

i l l l ighted
, and

crazy ; but ferves the purpofes of,a play-g
houfe, Opera and bal l- room. .The box es

are dip fed in five tires, and each is

provid ed with its feparate fi ove, which
may

-be
’

heated at the pleafure . of the

company.

V III. The grand paroch ial and colle

giate church of St. Cudule was founded,»

in the year 10 10. As it [lands upon a

ihelv ing‘ground , the afeent on one tide
is by a magnifi cent ftair of th irty-nine
Reps . The two large fquare towers,
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trunks of trees, and are ac companied by
carvings of the ollrich, eagle, peacock,
parrot, &c . Befides the main church ,
there are fi x teen private chapels under

the fame roof
,
and rich in the preciou s

m etals
,
or the mummery of ‘

relics. That

in which the profaned hofi s are depofi t

ed , is all of marble, and the altar,

j aia
'

,
of folid hlv er. I

‘p
retend not to

give even a catal ogu e of the -paintings

in this augult temple, but flrall, only oh

ferve that the penci ls of de Crayer
,
-M i c

C lerc, Rubéns, and V andyke, have all

contribu ted to the '

ample col lection.

The public l ibrary
, confi fi ing of

volumes
, and a large afiortment

of manufcripts, is kept in a feparate

bu i lding
,
founded 162 5 , by order of the

Infanta Ifabella. Here
,
too

,
the acade

my ,
of fciences and bel les l ettres hold

their meetings.

In fpite of the uniform fi raightnefs

Of the principal al leys
,
the puny

tine
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fi atues, I am wi lling to bel ieve that no
“

firanger ever .pafl
'

ed half an
’hou r in th e

by the tout enfemble , and that rows of
’

trees and fplendid bu i ldings, and groupes

of we l l dreffed ladies and gentl emen,

movi ng about in various direct i ons,

may, in fo rne meafure, atone for Riff

nefs of dil’tribution, and fi lence, at leafl:

for a time
,
the cenfures of c ritic ifm.

The walks concentrate in a final] ocl a

gong lbafon : and , in one of the corners

are a few {hops and coffee-hou fes , dig
nified wi th the appellation ofVaux /J oll.

though not fi rié
’

tly uniform in all its

parts, ex torts th
‘

e adm i ration of the molt

fuperfic ial obferver, and is
,
in my Opi

n ion, greatly fuperior to any th ing that

London or N ew Edinburgh can boaft.

Among the magnificent bu ildings which

form th is fquare, the hotel of the States

D 4 of
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of Brabant
,
planned by Guimard, and

wh ich col’t florins, is the motif

confpicuous. The emperor’s minil‘ter
,

the foreign ambaffadors, and molt of the.

nobility and gentry
,
inhabit this fplen

did quarter
,
which , in every fenfe of

the ex prellion, deferves to be fi yled the

court end of £17: town.

IX. 81. X . Of the churches, chapels,
and conventS in the ninth quarter, none,
fo far as I recolleCt, requ ire any parti

cular defcription ; and the tenth
, in the

heart of the town, confi fi s chiefly of or

dinary houfes and the publ ic markets.

The latter are plentiful ly fupplied with

prov ifions of all kinds.

The Gobel ins and Sabloniere at Paris

fnatched from Brulfels the palm for

tapeltries, as Mechlin and Val enciennes

have, in a great meafure , deprived i t of

the manufafi ure of fine lace. Though
fome of the latter continues to be

wrought, efpecially in the environs, the

thread
,
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thread, of uncommon finenefs
,
is the

produél: of Valenciennes and Cambray.

The acknowledged fuperiority ofTie

with lace may be afcribed to the ex cel

lent qual ity of the flax reared in the

country, and to the obfervance of a di

y ifion of labou r ; for one invents the

patterns, another fafhions th e ground, 3.

th ird
,
the flowers, &c.

On reviewing the annals of th is illuf

triou s c ity
,
I find i t frequently fu l’tained

v ery heavy loll
i

es by fi re , famine, war,
and pefi ilence, and that between 1 753

and 1 764, fmart {hocks of earthquakes

were not uncommon,but occafioned l ittle

harm.
—In 10 2 0, Ilerémbala

'

, amman

of the '

town, put to death his ne

phew for a rape . —Ou th e 19th of j am.

1 100, a company of the ci tizens
, who

had attended Godfrey of Bou il lon to

the Holy Land
,
returned unex pec

'

tedly

to their wives and fami lies
, who, not

long before, had mourned their death.

The
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The fefi iv ity of the ’day concluded With

each wife carrying her bulband from

table to bed —In 1 369, Jonatharfifa rich

Jew of Enghien,
is faid to hav e bribed

John ofLouvain
,
a conv eft to the fyna

gogue
,
to procu re him fom e confe

crated bolls . The adopted lfraelite
’

,

u nder cover of night , abltraéted fi x teen

fromSt. Catharine’s chapel , while Jo

nathan, his fam i ly, and Others of th e

circumc ifion, m et pu rpo fely to v ent
their imprecat ions upon

[the t fi olen god

of the Chrifi ians. Jonathan , however,
was foon after {tabbed by an unknown
hand in his own garden and his trem
bling widow del ivered the infulted hofts

to the Jews of Bru ll
'

els . When they
met in their fynagogu e on Good Friday

1 370 , they ex pofed the fpoil on a
‘

table
,

and
,
a fter

'

mumbling over i t their horrid
blafphemies, proceeded to wound the

wafers with their knives, when,
to their

u tter 'confufion
, drop; of blood announ

ccd



B RU S S E L S . 43

c ed/ a mi racle. Upon the depofi tion of

a hugle woman, manyOf the Jews were

apprehended,
'

dragged through thefi reets

on carts, put to the to; tu re, and
,
after

wards, burnt al iv e upon the highel
’
t

tower of the wal ls ! The flames
, we.

are grave ly told, were feen at the d iflance

of fortyZ-fi ve m i les, and two infernal

figu res danced in th e blaze, nor d ifap

peared ti l l the
‘bodies were entire ly con

fi rm ed ! The anniv erfary of this adi of

infamy is {li l l ce lebrated on the fi rll:

th e holts are borne abou t in folemn pro

ceflion ,
attended by

' the clergy m mfg/Z
r

,

the magifi rates, J udges, and even the

governors of the pro v ince ! —The facul ty

having recommended to Duke Char les

(1444) to cu t off his hai r, molt of his

courtiers and the
‘

gentlemen of fafhion

appeared in wigs
,
to the no fmall ridi

c u le of the pub l ic —The celebration of

the fefi ival of the mi raculous image of

the
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the V irgin was performed 1545 , with

c ircumflances of unufual pomp. The

great devil
,
in the form of a huge bu l l

,

darting fi re from
.
his horns

,
u lh ered m

the proceflion of priefls and monks
,

croffes
,
banners

,
and rel ics of faints. A

fmaller devi l fat between the flaming

horns
, and moved along with his fatanic

majefly, who was conduaed by a boy
,

d ifgu ifed l ike a wolf, refling on the

{houlders of a chubby checked burgher
,

or foi difant archange l , arrayed in fhjning
wings and armou r . Nex t fol lowed a

cart, bearing an organ, compofed of a

feries of twenty narrow wooden cafes
,

each inclofi ng a cat
, the ex trem ity of

whofe tai l projeéted from a fmall aper.

ture, attached , by a fi ring
,
to its refpec

tive key . The performer was no Han

de l , bu t a very refpeétable bear, whq
ex ecuted his part amid repeated burfls
of applau fe , whi le feveral ; of his own
fpecies, j oined by groups of monkeys

?

flags
,
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alone : but an u nufual concourfe , had

reforted thither to folicit alms of the

court.

A refidence of three months in the

capital of Brabant, 'has ‘fuggel
’
ted 'f the

fol lowing fliéi ures oh the charafi elt'l
'

of

the natives. Like th
'

eir , F lemi{h b
'

rei-J

threm
,
they are, in general,

’

robufipbu}?
difpofed to, phl egm : Certainly theyare

defi cient in e x preflion of

the fi ll ‘

confi itu ents of beautya Never:
have I obferved, in any one plac'e

,
fuch

an afl
‘

emblage of foft, fedat
'

e
, andninfipi

'd

countenances. If the ladies pofiefs one

iota of fentimental
,
grace; t hey are fure

to bury : i t under a l thick varnilh f
‘
of

rouge. I pretend not
’ to accountr lfor

r

the boyifh uniform ity, . of feature i pre

valent among the men. Perhaps grofs
and c0pious diet may have i ts effeét ;
the fmoaking of tobacco . may deiaderl.I

the complex ion, and injure the n icer
traits Of Phyfiognomy—the recurrence‘

of

N
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ofnheayy w
maffes n

ot: buildingh
-of. dead

flats,f'Qfd lazy fogs, u may ‘

confpire .

.

to

mental dulnelé.and.confequ¢nt Hess-tbs
pf animatedwlooks and ,rgel

’
tures . The

d

ev er
‘

i
’

; «Jefuits hers (Wargx y geniusu and

'

z
tbs s limatefa than-

(
with thss x ssatiaa of

goargenefs uof. manner, which no bril li

1? e no length
,
of

the Roman and V enetia pools
e chi l
f u r,

a
lfi g

nmng ai r of gentlenefs and
Econ

tent
g
i ent, the refait ofthe lenient modes v

lfl1
{
€dUCQUOD Hifiory has,

er, fi amped ongdecidedlineament
0
3mg) r

olitical character; of the Nether
landefi

s
i

r

namely:'ihfll ex treme fenfibiy
fitness}?x infi iasfamsnf afi tlaeir Ciril

emai l“ or
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or religious infi itutions. The Emperor’s

propofed innovations have been con

ceiv ed in good intention bu t he {hould

not overlook the firm attachment of his

fubjeéts to thofe chartered immuni ti es
which he fwore to preferve, r

'

i or forget

that more real benefi t may redound to

humani ty from th e fi rifi obfervance of

good faith , than from perfevering in

changes
,
which

,
however falutary in the

eye of the benevolent philofopher, may
irritate the untraé’table fpirits of a -fu

perfi itious people.

Having had l ittl e perfonal intercoui
'fe

with the Brux ellois, I cannot prefunie
to

"

efi imate their pecu liar
'

moral
“

ex cel

lénciés or defefi s. Some of my coun
trym

'

eri
, however

,

'

who {hould know
them wel l , al lege that the middlinog
ranks are tru ly pol ite

,
the beau nibndief

not u nfrequently rude
, and the “

Io
j
w

l

ei'

orders habitual ly boorifh . So little do
the ex tremes offociety here unite in thé

ord inary
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ofdifi ar
’

y
"ofiices of

.

l ife, thhtgfi
'

n li me

part
i

of the tovim,
and,i s}the .other} the F le

‘

m
‘

iflwis fpokien

b irth
,

or e x ternal bondition determine
the

'

l
c ireles of affociation, amufementf-or

friv ol ity, inwhich ev'ery individua l o ught
to niove .

J
'

N tii afl
'

emblyofn obles wou ld
be polhrted hy

'

the prefence ofi a rotu i
‘ierj

and
'

a i failure of etiquet te
'

migh t d ili urb

therhprrnony
'of a concert ;

”The fi ated
T

oiii ces of publid worfli ipV

are
”

a liké lobferved by all and, if carni

va lais sbrilliant-,apafi io
’

n-Jweekzis imarked

by}: a
" genera l a nd dec ided global,"by

deeds ofpenance, and frequen ted Ihrines

of {hints and martyrs. With the e x pi

ration of the holy feafon, the
'

flame of

devotion or of fuperfi ition
'

.ex p ires

foc iety
'

refumes its wonted afpefti-i—and,
the rigid votary

,
abfolved from paPt fins,

again enters on his care er of worldly
indu lgence.
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A difpo fitiongto lounge feemso more ,

or, lefs 'to charafi eaizei i all ranksau The

noblefl
'

e loll i
‘

a thei r .carriages,.pn{hunter

in the park, .during the d ay fi end , ini the.

eveningatrefort to the t heatre, the son-
Y

cert; orrthe bal l Court levees sandfort .

malf r ehtert
'

ainments, likewife; fi lly iin
many a ivaca

'

nt hour, Such as ohave

gard ene rarm part ial a to . the f rearing ; ofi

flowers ,and d eferve well of i the? public ;

fi nce they converti the . fi reet ifweeping
'

s

intbza '

tulzipor airofe. i t y a
'
oftefi ii'e

markedipeople fi tting , or fi andinfg
'

non

eha
'

lamment/at their. doprs.; .a
'

rid,laftera

walkp f a two-hours, have been ftirprifed

to fin
’

d them -in t he fainex lii’iiefshttlthdes

Want ofa étive employment is ex tremely
favourable t o the propagation of vague
unfounded -reports ; .and .we i all know
that the 'Brufi lr

’

gazette h as .become

proverb ial . The beggarswou ld labour
“

;

were not labour more i rkfome fthan

begging. F or a tingle farthing, they
will
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will ftyle you bareriflrizarqiiir; or {x i/0rd

was lit tle flié rfflfi tzoqo, notwithf
’
tanding

the regular—annual; d ifiribu tion , of ‘food,
r
‘
aiment,t141165,money, to the amounto f

florins,the jo int t ribute of fifty
three charitab le inflitutiOnSQ In Brufféls,
I fi rf’t obferv ed mafi ifi

‘

s yoked to wheel

barrows and fmallfledges—a pitifu l fhift

to fave trouble, and avoid paying toll .

A London porter wou ld fnatch up one s .

of thefe dog- loads with contempt, and

deride the flow- paced indolence of the

carman. It may feem ridicu lous to a

fi ranger that a refined ci ty of Europe

{hould ape,wi thou t a
.

blufh
,
the cu lloms

ofKamtlhatka : but pity and indignation

take place of ridicu l e , when he beholds

the poormeagre animal pantingforbreath ,
fi ill patient of injury, and (ti l l fai th

ful to his trufi . Horfes
, i t may be faid,

are equal ly overflrained and treated wi th

want
/

on

‘

feverity. But can one aét of

B a cruelty
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“

cruelty jufi ify another ?

au thorifed us to convert

burden a creature not del’t-ir
'

i ed tie / the

yoke, the friend , too,- and s

prote61
jor -of

man, who cheers his -folitude, {hares his

attachment, and

fidelity and kindnefs ?
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however
,
of his rough e x te rior

,
we found

him ex tremely attentive
, and even of

m i ld difpofi tions.

At half a league from the Polle dc

Namu r, we palfed [m l/er, a vi llage feated

we lied a peep of the abbey of Cambre
,

whofe wal ls have witneffed the

tiesofmany abenedié‘rine nun.

part of the forefl
‘

of Soz
'

gne,
’

a r

of the Sylvi a Arduenna menti oned

s ar Several paved ways interfeé’t

thady dillrié’t . The fox ,wolf, and bear,
haunt its recefl

'

es, but rarely approach

the dwell ings ofman. The brandbirtz ,
or flag of the Ardennes, larger thanthe
ordinary fpecies, of a dark hue

,
ap

proaching to black, with long hai r de

pending from the neck and fli oulders, is

now of very rare occurrence. Some

modern travel lers have inadvertently
confounded it with the elk.
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tar/ofvvhere is a
'

poor auberge, and a

chapel, in form of a rotunda.

”l
F rom

l

this to Géflapjfie the country, lefs

fiar’ thau that through which we have

pafi
'

ed, ftill ab
u

ounds i n arable and pal’iure

fi elds, though thefoi l appears to be con
fi der

'

ably impregnated wi th 1r
'

on.

9 Genappe i s a fmail town on the

feared
'

in
'

fa country famous for hunt ing,
and

’including fi x v i llages wi thin its

dillrict . Its cafi le is fuppofed to have

been the ch ief refidence of the dukes of

Lothier '

and its dependent fi efs are fiill

governed by pecul ia
‘r laws. At the tabl e

d
’hote

, at noon, an old Auflrian offi cer,
of polite manners, was our only. mefil
'

mate.

Through the vi llage of Somérgf, into
the

‘
c
'

ounty ofNainur . Aswe approached
the town of the fame name

,
the ground

gradual ly
“

lowered into a plain
,
or rather

narrowbottom. In th is bottom
,
about

2 4 th irty
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thirty mi l es fouth call of Brufi
'

els, Na

mur is pifi urefquely feared, between gwo

hi l ls
,
at the confluence of the M tg

/2

and Sambre. By far the largelt portion

of the town is fi tuated on
l

the
m
north

bank of the latter. The

r
p
cky height on wh ich the c

is aimoli inaccefi ible
,
ex ceph fmul . the

river, and, whilll it contributes, to the

li rength of th e place, enhances the mar:
j elly of the landfcape. Ongits

flfqmmis
is a deep wel l (independent of two ex -p

eellent fprings) , fuffi c ient to fupply a

garrifon of 4000 men. The (beets; are

neat and clean, but feem to
,
be, l ittle

frequ ented . The church of the ci-de~

vant Jefuits is a fuperbfi ruéture of red

and black marble
, 140 feet long

, 100

broad
,
and 1 2 0 in height,with anally,

but well proportioned Doric columns of

red and curioufly veined marble ,
Over

the high al tar is a fine painting of the

Refurreé
’
tion by Reubens. The cathe-s '

dral
,
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drak dedicated .to Stu
‘
Alban, is a v ery

inferior fabric.
’ The fading light hardly

afforded me a glimpfe of one collegiate

andt four parilh churchesf of feveral mo

nalteries and nunneries, of the tour a'zz

prince, a handfome fquare, and of the

palace} wh ich is ufually occupied by
the governor of the province. The en

v ironé
‘

produce coal , l ead, black marble,
and calamine.

x rfb. The '

outfkirts of Namur are

pleafantly decked with plantations and

v i llas and the contiguous h il ls, though

fandy
,
have their floping fides clad with

hops and v ines .

An uneven road of two l eagues, l ined

wi th aged e lms, conduéted us to a d ill

triél of forbidd ing downs : yet
,
fuch is

the power of affoc iation, that the fi ght of

furze , now a novelty, recal led at once
the wi lds of Caledonia and the fcenes
of you th. I hail ed th is negl ected fhrub

as an old friend, and could even have

become
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become its .pariegyrifl, ebuldl have l ex pat-a

tiated = on its {winter blofl
’

o

'

ms,t and t its
fummcr fragrance, its hofpitallty to the

unfledged choireflers of air
,
’ its oppofi é

tion to in trud ing cattle, i and, to im
’
ore

intruding man.

Our fi rfl: {lage was 'Emplifzef,fa {habby
inn, where .we were received 'byi an

iEn-s

glilh
'woman;who, in the courfe of? fonie

years, had nearly loll: the ufe of hen

native fpeech, . yet ferved u s
'

with‘m uch

alacrity,
‘

and Itrea
'

ted us .

'

ou thei footin
'

g

of 113 : mg/l fi wourea
’

natiom . Often cl

wilhed to all: her
,

what i charm cou ld

attach her, in th e humble capac ity of a

waiter, to fuch a comfortlefs abode

but as often her interefi ing looks, in

which I cou l d read feeling, blend ed with

a dignifi ed fuppreflion Offorrow
,
checked

the impertinent query . The maid '
of

Emptiner may have feen better days,
and her l’tory m ight, probably, furnifh
the materials of a . melting romance.

2 But



'
ro LAU S ANNE . ’

59

But in is
'

the
'

fate Of the travel ler to

glance at Obj ects of interefi for a mol
‘

ment, and then to bid them adieu—per

As we crofl
'

ed‘anarrow portion of the

biIhOpric of Li ege, the . . road became

more tolerable, but the .face Of the coun

try was fi ill rugged, and acqu i red add i

tional harlhnefs as we entered the pro

v ince Of Lu x embou rg ,
! Here the far

mers pare and burn their mofs- grounds,
but quickly ex haufl: them by a crop of

rye and another Of oats. Are they iga

norant of two important tru ths—that
mofs is fpeedily convertible into i foilby
the application Of l ime—and that i t may
be fubfi ituted for manure upon poor

grounds 3 As we flowly j ourneyed over

rough road and dreary walles
, the fpire

It is commonly defigned Marcbe 0 :b
mine—an appel lation tru ly charaéteriflic

of its hungry afpeft.
'

The houfes are

of
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of mud, or of timber and plaller, and

the llrects are a nu ifance even to
f

the

pafling eye. Yet ' i t {lands upon the

Marfi tte, is a provofi lh ip, wi th n ineteen

v i l lages under its jurifdié
’
tion

,
a parifh

church , a convent of Carmeli ta monks,
a nunne

’

ry of the
'

famé order, rand an

academy for the education of you th .

1 2 th. Between this place and Romout,

a pal try vil lage
,
are fome feattered fo~

reli s
,
the noted receptacles of highway

men. Fortunately, none of them paid

us a v ifi t.

Having once more meafured an una

welcome ex tent of had read and heathy

moor, we al ighted at Malmaj/on,
’

a fi ngle

inn and a mock upon the name. Wi th
out, i t has th e appearance Of a paflable

barn—within, that ofa capac ious hogfi y.
Yet here our evi l li ars had doomed us

to pafs the night
,
on beds of antedilu

vian fabric, confecrated by the dull and
tatters of age. I beg none may reckon

thefe
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improve“We apprqififibffd {fr/om; M91
dern antiquarie s fetch the n amenof this
place from ml a nd ?» andi zgllege PM
its . original inhabitants worlh ippedg he

0150144010072
,

,
of the ancients t flikge other

frtmtier towns; Jams more thanwnee
fe lt the dc fi ruaive influence fi evzarraad
abeutfiwmyears agbwas nfiafly re duced
to, aihes by forne

’

defperadoes in a finer
”

intokicatidn. .l:Here was jhorn

e hie sembafi es

arid t zlove t ofi hfcience He founded . a

college of languages in the univerfity

oilLouva mnandproved {himffi lfWt y

of fuch ga. prec ious monument as t the

tears ofrrErafinus.

The nex ttflage t o the French frontier.

was {hortc and pleal
'

ant ; -As travellers,
we were . not permitted

'

to
'

lodge
‘in

Longwy,
’

a fmall
, neat, vand zfi rongly

fortified town, built by. order of Louis

X IV. It has a handfome public fqtme,

and
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»

.

anda is lufually, garrifongd ,by a; regimentx
,

taehed v i llage,pfi v the , the
,

{gene themed as if changed at once, a
nd

,

the habitudues of a matipu dampingl their
impreflions upon {every thing arpund us.
The heavy.featureslpf the.Hearings,and)
the dead uniformity of the ir plains; had .

a l l “

hadM eta genteel, than a martialgain:
a
gatedegas s

'efJerky to,

'wl
g
isha

e

é
'

roj cbg,

mated the .deporttnept fof indiv iduals.

Ourlandlady, for ,cqnyerfat ion
’

s fake, or

W 8 {rem cut iefity.had ftequsst w

John Bu l l wou ld
.

have deemcd h cr
quefi ioat . obtrufixe z lead. 3 ' Hawks
wou ld have (pared h imfelflthct touble
of u ttering them .

r i

14117 . Near the Vi l lage of
I'
d

-{aiah
cul

turc and popu lation evidently increafe.

At
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s

At F oamy , an
! ancient and ‘M iriam

allémblage of houfes,
‘diitingu ifi 1ed5by

“
a;

ruinated c
'

aitle, we : were . allowed ‘ito
f

drop out of the carriage, and take our?

Ration win t
‘he

'

pafi
'

age
'

of

vyi thout
‘
Bne word orbfign ofiwelcomeo

‘

Our gobd
‘
voi turin ex ho rted us'to take

pofl
'

eflion of a room, and led
'
om tothef

'

at tack.

‘ In confequenceldfMere
-mead

?

ahd procured

a
'
rtflé

‘iflr
'

e.

‘ A‘fiivéiy
-murieahae m

m‘ai‘lfed, that; in mace;airare
'

poiaa
fi

e
‘

ittépt
"itadefm€n 'ahd l

"

innkéefiérsQErear

t

i

rfifitfiafiy
‘

irfiprove by
'

.unrefe
'

rv ed inter-r

ln
’

the
l

afternoo
'

n I-was
‘

much del ighted“)

are th
'

e

‘

th
'

eclheredview
‘
ofgentlefwells,

woods ,orchards, v ineyards, ri chpafi ures,
and fpringing wheat.

r

A {oft mower
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had freihened the face of nature, and all

As we refted from the travel of th e

day, the fun fhot his decl ining rays

Upon the fpires of M etz . To avoid

importunate ex am inations of our per

fons and luggage, we put up in one of

the fuburbs. Of thofewho faunteredbe

yon
'

d the walls
,
a confi derable proportion

confi lled of foldiers or Jews. The latter

are diftinguiihed by the fhape of their

hats, and fubjeéted to many invidious

refi raints . I have fomewhere read , that
when a depu tation from their body

waited Upon the maréchal de la Ferte’
,

to
‘compliment him as governor of the

prov ince, he
'

defired they m ight not be

admitted . I cannot endure ev en tbe/Zg /y;

W120betrayed my mafi a
”
. Underfianding,

however, that they brought him a pre

fent of 4000 pif
’
toles—ij 2: true

,
cont i-e

ancd he, poor creaturer, tbs] knew not

F wbat
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wbat they did—pray , dofi n e tbem to fi x

audience (bomber .

1 5th. Rol led along the banks of the

Mofcllc, on level furface and good
r

road.

The marlh lark , alaud
’
a moz el/cma

,
cal led

more correétly , rag/Mire
,
ors alozzette dc

maraz
'

r
,
fmaller and more flender

, but of

a fweeter note than the common fi eld

lark
,
is found in this part of. Lorraine

,

as in Alface and Poland. Abou t three

mi les fromMetz, we croffed the. river in

a flat bottomed boat. The m orning

was calm and delightfu l
,
the ftream glided

fmoothly along
,
the peafants rei

’
ced from

their toi ls, and every fi eld was glad with

renovated verdure . On our right
, run

'

a range of high grounds
,
fi udded wi th

decayed caflles
, vi l lages, and woods:

whilft
,
on our l eft

,
the fu rface fi retched

in champaign cu lt ivation, or refe, wi th
eafy accl ivity, from the river.
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t aux arcber, a {traggling vi l lage,
es its name from the Roman aqu e

duét , which conveyed the waters of th e
‘

Gorze acrofs th e Mofelle , into the baths

and naumachia ofM etz. Of two hun

dred arches, done in rough work, the
“trave l ler now contemplates on ly eight

entire
,
and fev eral fi lll lofty and ma

j el
’
tic in their ru ins . The vu lgar afcribe

this and other bridges to the {kil l of the

man in Hack
,
forgetting that

h e never performed one mater ial ferv ice

to the human race . There is reafon to

bel ieve that the Romans were mce in

their choice of water, and greatly im

proved that which they (elect ed for the

ufe of c ities by conveying it, frequently

for feveral m i les, along a bed of fand
,

on which i t m ight acqu i re foftnels
,
and

depofi t its impu rities.

The Mofelle
,
here very broad

,
flows

through a country abounding in vi l lages

and v ineyards . Some attention has

F 2 even
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ev en been bellowed upon the cul ture of

the potatoe : for ex pe rience, the fafeft

of all infi rucftors, wi l l conquer at lait the

combined influence of vu lgar and learned

prejudice.
About mid-day we arrived at P ant- ri

MOW”
,
a town of middl ing fize upon

the Mofelle, and guarded by fome flight

fortifications. Many of the houfes are

bui l t upon piazzas, the principal fi reets

concentrate in a fpacious fquare, and the

whole has a l ight and pleafan t appear

ance. The univerfity, founded by

Charles III . Duke of Lorraine, has

confiderably declined : but there is a

good military academy for the fons of

decayed nobleffe.

Some of my countrymen m ight not

pardon me
, if I qu itted this place With

out taking notice of Johns Barclay, fon

to the celebrated Wi l l iam Barc lay of

Aberdeen. The Jefuits, entrufi ed wi th

John
’

s education, admired his tal ents,
and
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the fky was unclouded—the air tempe
rate and ferenc . The meanelt peafant

feemed to partake the blefi ings of re

turning fpring. Too many fymptoms

I certainly cou ld perceive of poverty

and depreflion
—few

,
I th ink

,
of fretfu l

nefs or difcontent. Refined egoti
'

fm
, I

know i t wel l , wi l l u rge, and wi th plau

fibility, too , that where no difcontent

e x ifi s, no ame l ioration of condi tion

{hou ld be propofed. But refined bene

v olence wi l l deem thofe of
'

our fell ow

creatures who fubm it to hardlh ips with

ou t repining, wel l entitled to every at

tainable comfort, and wi l l feck its purefi

gratifications in the difi
'

ufi on of happ i

nefs. The femal e vi l lagers tript l ightly

on the grafs, in a circu lar dance : the

young men feemed to prefer parties at

n ine pins—a feparation not qu ite confo

nant to our ideas of French gal lantry .

Had the river clofe upon our left.

Beyond it , the country ro le in gentle

el evations
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s. . Again cro
i

fl
'

ed
l
it near its

with the M eurthe
,
where it

{weeps wefiward in the direétion of

Toul. v At l ength came down upon the

plain of Nancy—a plain rich in corn

and wine,watered by the mazy Meurthe,
and fkirted behind by an ex tent of

In
‘

refpeét of ex ternal regu larity and

elegance
,
I have feen no c ity wh ich

,
as

a Whole
,
can rival Nancy . The place

royale
,
diverging fi ree ts, and various

public .and private bu i ldings, are wel l

worthy of a
* detai led defcription . Bu t

my time barely al lowed a hafi y glance ;
and I came away more imprefi ed wi th

the general efi
'

eét than wi th the beau ties
of particu lar parts. The hou fes are

furnifhed with tin eave troughs, the

roofs confiderably flattened , and the

fi reets l ighted (i l’d izglajfi
’

.

The memory of the good and vene

rable Staniflau s
,
who fo much benefi ted

F 4. and
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and embellifh ed the place , is fi ill pre

ferved with refpeét an
‘
d gra'ti tud 'e . He

founded the medical col lege , and initi

tuted the fociety of
‘
fciences and belles

lettres. To the hilt is atta ched a‘l ibrary
of volumes, enriched with 500

ancient medals.

The company in the dining room en

countered two l iberal courfes with a

heroifm tru ly marvel lous . A . F rench3

man wou ld fooner m ifs his dinner 'than

his ( upper, is partial to fliewed and
‘
high

feafoned meats , to pou l try and g ames}

to paf
’
te and fricalTées—devours -mucli

vegetable, but more animal , fond s - and

reckons garl ic a falutary cond iment.

Duval relates that he faw in the pri
fon of Nancy friar John, a herm it

'

of

Lorraine, who, in im itation of Jefus

Chril’c
,
abltained from al iment during

forty days, or rather from fo lid food,
for it is allowed that he drank water.
In one of his parox yfms of infani

’

ty, he

ki l led

t
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killed 3a man whom he deemed imporz

tunate, and had this fentence of death

commu ted into perpetual -confinement .
’

Being lfeized wi th an infatiable curio

fi ty to ex amine the internal fi ruéh i re of

h is
’

body
,
and having made a large ia

c ihon with a piece of glafs, he was pro

c eeding to contemplate the vifcera wi th

great compofure, when a furgeon
‘

luckily

interfered , and , wi th fome diffi cu l ty
,

fucceeded in heal ing his wounds.

The two Adam ”
,
efpecially N icholas,

e x celled in fc ulpture : the name of the eu

graver Callof {til l l iv es in Cal/ofine, ‘while

the fame of Ma

'

imbourg fleeps in {i x

teen quartos.

16rb.

i

The country was, perhaps, in

itfelf
,
not lefs inviting than i t was yefter

day but a continued rain compel led us

to v iew it tbrougba gig/i a
’
arfly. The

v i llages through which we pafi
’

edwere,

in the tru e French fi yle, ri ch ly endowed

wi th the materials of good hufbandry.

At
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At one of them cal led Rav i/la, we fi opt

to dine. In the aftern oon the heavens

refumed their ferenity, and we enj oyed

a pleafant run along the Mofelle
,
having

traél s of corn and pafture on our left

At {i x o’clock we reli ed at Cbaz'mer, a

fmall
,
neat town, fi tuated in the heart

of ex tenli ve meadows, about [ twenty:
m iles from Nancy. The inhabitants

boafl: of their bridge ; though neither;
that nor any thing abou t the place {truck

u s as at all remarkab l e . The inn i s

rather above mediocrity, and we were

fi ill regaled wi th the Mofelle trou t
,

reckoned the molt del ic ious i n the

world.

1 7th. A dul l and th inly peopled

country. S topped two
'

hours at Epinal,
a (mal l gloomy town

,
wi th a paper ma

nufaétory. The Mofelle
,
on which i t

fi ands
, is here rapid, and feparates into

two branches. Befides Other rel igious

houfes
,
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houfes, Ep inal has -a - noted abbey of

canpneffes, wi th an yearly revenu e of

1 2 000 ulivres. The n uns are all n oble,
and wear a broad blue ribband , wi th a

go lden c rofs
,
furmounted wi th e ight

points, and reprefenting th e V irgin and

As we ,
began to afcend a wi ld and

unpeopled
,bu t pitfturefque, region ofhill

and rock
,
fome fcattered caf’tles

,
haften

ing to u tter decay, pointed to the fad

n efi
’

es of feudal warfare. The Vofger,

(Va/agar, or Vogg/Eu mom ) that chain of

bills upon which we had juf
’
t entered

,

forms the greateft part of the fou thern

frontier of Lorraine, and is terminated

by Alface on the eaf’t. Domzon, the

highel
’
t fummit, is four hundred toifes

above the level of the fea. The whole

ridge fi retches from Bafil to Treves
, an

e x tent of fifty leagues, and gives rife to

the Met/é , Sao
’

ne
,
Ill

, Sar , Meurtbe
,

ézc . Though the foi l be
,
in general,

fandy
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fandy and Honey , the pali ures are rich

and uncommonly produétive, owing, i t

is fuppofed, to the faci liti es of irrigation .

In defau l t of pali ure, the fides of this

chain are covered wi th fi r, oak, or beech

but the pines which crowned the farm;

mits, and attract ed the adm i ration di

the ancients, have been gradual ly def

troyed, to the d iminu tion of rural

beauty, and of the countlefs {treamlets

wh ich ilTued from the elevated foreli s.

Vaccinizmzmyrtillus , cal led by the natives
'

briabclle, is found in fuch abundance,
that its berries confi itu te an article of

food during greatelt part of the year .

The woodcock fummers on the high
’

el’t

and molt abrupt cl iffs, and dcfcends, in

winter, into the th ickets and plains.

Thewater-owzel, fhy, fi lent, and folitary,
haunts the loftiel’t reecfl

’

es, and gravely
fi alks

'

along the banks of ftreams, or

even under water
, in quelt of infects.

The peafants fubli lt ch iefly on the pro

duce
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they arife a native franknefs, an nu

affeéted hofpitality, attracts the fi eps of

the wanderer
,
as he overlooks and pi-ties

the cities of the p lain. From tranfi ent

h ints and obfervation
,
i t was no t diffi

cu l t to learn
,
that the V dgians are of

fimple manners, impati ent of reli raint ,

kind to fi rangers, and fondly rivetted to

the mountains of their fathers.

In the courfe of this d ro l l , we paffed

Sertigny , a vil lage ofhigh and romantic li

tuation
,within a fewm i les ofP lomhiérer .

This town and its fmoke , feen at the bot

tom of a noble and deep amph itheatre ,
gi ve a fi ngular and pleafant rel ief to th e

gloom and folitude which furround them .

P lombiérer (P lumbarie ) has given

rife to the conjeéture that lead was once

worked in th e neighbou rhood , though

others prefer the C eltic compound plaza

(warm) and ber , (water) , and affert that

no metals have been found in‘the diflrié
'

t’.

The val ley is here fo fi raitened’

as to

admit
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admit only one fi reet, confrl’ting of

or ninety houfes, of a neat and

arance. They are watered by

the l i ttle
'river Eazzgrogne,which receives

the tepid fi reams, and is reckoned ex

cellent for walhing and bleach ing.

The cold ‘bath is faid to contain

pdtrol, fulphate of i ron, common fal t
,

magneli
‘

a
,
and a fmall proportion of

foda.

' The fource never freezes in win

ter
,
bu t frequently em i ts a v ifible vapou r

in that feafon. The warm fpring
f is

fulphureou s, and boils an egg in a few

minu tes ; but , when pu t on th e fire
,

does no t boi l fooner than common

water. Henry II. Duke ofLorraine
,
in

16 14, found i t of {ingular benefi t in

refi oring the tone of th e fi omach
, and

gav e it vogue. But the Romans .were

not unacquainted with the v irtues of

thefe a m ineral fi reams, wh ich are re

commended for u lcers
,
cholics

,
inveterate

fevers, rheumatifrhfi nflammations,white

fwellings,
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fwellings, &c . The fifl
‘

ures of the

granite rock through which they pafs,
obferves the Abbe Be x on, are l ined and

fi l led wi th a very wh ite clay, in wh ich

may {till be found grains of quartz, and

which is
,
in fact , quartzy matt er, re

folved by water, imparting a foftnefs

and deterfi ve qual i ty, improper ly deno

m inated fi apy . F ufed by a moderate

heat
,
i t yields a fine glafs of a m i lk

white colour, and is real petunze,which
may enter into the compofi tion of prime

porcelain . Plombieres has a wire a nd

paper manufaétory, and a convent of

capuchins, and is reckoned ex aaly,

fi x teen leagues from Nancy, Bafi l, and

Bcfancon .

’

1 8117. We were this morning fur

prifed by cold and froft, as in the

middle of December. The horfes

dragged flowly up h il l, unwi l l ing to

qu i t the warm retreat of the watering

place. One of the travellers, too, wou ld

will ingly
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y have l ingered there for a few

d colleaed obfervations and

of the natural product ions

fated to pafs on, withou t turning

to‘ the right or to the left , he can barely

catch at one or two detached faéts.

Marble
,

of a blood colou red ground,
with White fpots, apparently c ryftallized,
is of common occu rrence—The ground :
in feveral places, founds ho l low, and

has fometimesburl’t and difcharged great
quantities of water, to the annoyance

of the inhabitants. The ex panfi on of

the fame element in deeper cavi ti es i s,
probably

,
the caufe of repeated

, bu t

flight Ihocks of earthquakes in th is hilly

diftrié
'

t.

Entered the province of F raflcbe
Comté

, the territory of the ancient Se

guani, but no longer the agar optima :

totiw Gama —At F ougcrol/e Z a

long v il lage, wi th a long chu rch
, and a

long name, we were accolled by one

G of
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of thofe nu ifances
,
a petty buralif’t, who

affected e x treme impatience to fearch

ou r trunks. A twelve fol piece corrupt

ed his fenfe of du ty to his king and

country
,
and fpared u s the trouble of

detention.

Hal ted at Lux ueil
,
or Lax en, Lux

ov ium of the Romans,

"
'

another watering

place
,
twelve m i les from Plombieres, and

rifmg in repu tation . The circu i t of the

town, in early times , ex tended a great

way round , and included

\

the \ baths.

Many of the houfes are large and fur

nifhed wi th good wine cellars
, bu t all

have an old and fombre afpeét.
- The

fourwarm baths are unc‘tuous even to the

touch , and polfefs fimilar p roperties ;
another, tepid and infipid, depofi ts a

dark greyifh mud
,
and em i ts an odour

of fulphur and i ron , l ike thofe of Plum

biéres ; one of the cold fources is an

ordinary chalybeate, and the other, unce

tuous, and {lightly tinged wi th iron, is
celebrated
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c elebrated for m i ti gating the acrid habits

of the blood and lymph, and in 1 7 19

effeétually removed an epidemi c dyfen

tery. The hot waters are prefcribed as

a fpecific in moft cu taneous diltempers .

An infeription, acc idental ly difcov ered

1 75 3 , bears that thefe baths were re

pairedby Labienus, at the command of

Ju l ius Cmfar.

The Abbey of Benediét ines of Lu x

nei l was founded by Columbanu s, the

Proceeded by two old fortrelfes and

fome pleafantly {i tuated country- feats

to 7 5/0l . The latter is a decent town
,

wi th 2 000 inhabitants
,
li tuated near the

Durgeorz, at the foot of a hil l
,
cal led [a

matte dc Vefoul. This hil l rifes in a co

nical form ,
from a bafe half a l eagu e in

c ircumference, has its fides covered wit h

corn, vines, and pafture, and is not

eafrly fealed in lefs than an hou r. Be

G 2 fi des
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{ides a chapter, V efoul has a c ol leg iate

church , a convent of capuchins
,
and

two nunneries. The canons fuéceed to

the cftate and moveables of every perfon

in the vi l lage ofCbaz‘rzamozgflier , who dies
wi thou t an heir in th e di rect l ine of de

fcent !

Supped in company of a pleafant par

ty.
—Two G enevans took me by the

hand
,
as they retired, and wifhed good

night wi th a franknefs far more engaging
than the molt ftudied graces ofa Chefter

field—Sincerely did I regret their early
departu re, bu t their plan of travel ling
al lowed only a few hoursfleep , and they

had {trol led fome m i les to ex am ine the

F rairpuitr, and other natural curiofi ttes.

The former is a large funnel , fi x ty feet in

diameter at top . It is feldomqu i te {if},
but the quantity of water varies very
much , according to the {lat e of thewea

th er , and fometimes fpou ting from a

depth of thirty or forty feet , overflows

an
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of a public fchool for the languages and

rhetoric . Thefi zcrafipta of the Romans

correfponded to the quarter at prefent call

l ed Le: Clo/er, the CampurM arik a
,
to the

Cbampa
’

e Marx , Cbar itzzpzmom ,
to Gbar

mont , Campy : Cam e
,
toCbampCam e, & c.

The hu rried palfenger may not Ptop to

trace the origin
, profperity, and m is

fortunes of an individual c ity, but
'

may

indu lge a mom ent of veneration, or

cherith a me lancholy emotion
,
when

chance prefents to his view the grey me

morials of ages that are gone.

The Dome or Doubr
,
a corifiderable

river
,
divides Befancon into the upper

and lower town : but of the former
,

l ittl e remains ex cept the came—The
inhabitants are faid to amount to

Of the pub l ic bu ildings, the new theatre,
the town houfe

, with its four wings, the

Intendant’s hotel , the hofpital, and th e

fountains are mo lt adm i red . The high
and romantic h il ls, which at once fkreen
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and adorn the town ,
wou ld produce a fine

effect in landfcape painting . One of

them
,
beau tiful ly wooded , is di llin

gu ifhed by a m onument, to perpetuat e

the narrow efcape ofLewis X IV ,whofe
horfe fe l l under him on the brink of the

precipice—In Befancon are two chap

ters
,
a col legiate chu rch , four abbeys,

eleven convents
,

and a feminary for

fi udents in theology.
—Among its men

of l etters are reckoned the Obi/Wm ,
Car

dinal Granv elfe
,
and f ear: Baptyi

'
e Bullet

,

the learned and laboriou s compil er of

the Celtic diéi ion‘ary .

The adventu res of the d béé o’e Vatte
'

:vil/e are fo fi ngular, and lol ittle known,
that I am tempted to trace thei r outl ine .

He was brother to Baron de Vattevil l e
,

once ambafi
’

ador at the court ofLondon .

The abbe
'

,
when colonel of the regiment

of Bu rgundy, in the ferv ice ofPhilip IV .

ofSpain, evinced his courage by repeated

act ions of eclat. Chagrined
, however,

G 4 with
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with neglect of promotion
,
he refigned

his commifli on, and reti red into the con,
ven't of Carthufi ans

, at Befangon . As

his refi lefs fpirit cou ld i l l brook the
gloom

and fi lence of a c loifter
,
he appointed

a confi dential friend to wai t for him,

wi th ahorfe, without thegardenwal l , and

fecretly procured of his relat ions fome

m oney
,
a riding drefs, a cafe of pillols,

and a fword. Thus equ ipped , he Role ,
during the

,

n ight, from his cell
,
into

the garden, {tabbed the prior, whom
he met on his way, fcrambled over
the wal l

,
and rode off at fu l l fpeed .

When his horfe cou ld advance no fur

ther
, from fatigue and hunger, he al ighted

at an obfc ure inn, ordered all the meat

in the houfe to be got ready, and fat

down to dinner wi th the u tmofi com

pofure. A travel ler, who arrived afew

m inu tes later, po l itely requefled that h e

m ight be al lowed to (bare with him.

Vattevill e rude ly refufed, al leging that

there
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who had granted abfolu tion, refufed the

bu l l, —and V at tevi l le was obliged to con

tent himfelf with the fi rll deane
‘
ry

,
and

two rich abbeys. In the m idl’t of his

magnifi cence he fometimes deigned to

cal l on his o ld friends, the Carthufians,
and, at lal

’
t
,
ex pired qu ietly in his bed

,

at the advanced age of ninety E—A ro

turier, gu ilty of one half of his enor

m i tis s, wou ld have been broken upon
the Wheel ,
2 0th. Moved Up

'

a h igh and Preep

h i ll . Though the country appeared l ittle

cu ltivated
,
and th in of inhabitants, fome

roaming flocks and herds agreeably en.

l ivened the lhifting profpec
’

ts.
—Break

fal’ted at Z
’

Ho
‘

pital de Grand-boar, a forry
v illage

,
with a poor ion. The m ili refs

,

old and infi rm
,
craved , in the molt p i

teous tone, fomething pour l
’

amaar a
’
e

Dim . Her claim remi nded me of the

o ld woman whom friar Yves
,
envoy of

St. Lewis, encountered in the fi reets of

Damafa
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Damafcus, holding, in her right hand,

a platter of fi re , and
,
in her left, a flafk

of awater . Wbal merm you , faid the am

tbe fi re, anfwered the piClurefque mo

ralilt, Iwould cargfimze P aradg/é , and will) ,

e friar, flillmore altonilhed, requelled

wou ld ex plain the en igma. I would

[J aw every man, fhe replied , fallow v ir

tue from pure lov e to tbs Deity ,
regard

Iefi of tbc hope of reward , or tbefi ar of
Am id the jarring fyfi cms

nt and modern fages, how am ia

ble and fublime is the philofophy of an

u nlettered female,—whofe very name

has not defcended to poli erity. Grufa

ders of every denom ination, bafe inqu i

fi tors, who rack the fibres of your fel

low mortals
,
and bigotted or interefted

perfecutors, who wou ld torture the ho

n
'

el’t feelings of the upright and the tole

rant—think of the woman ofDamafcus,

and be covered with confufion
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Heavy hai l and a w precluded all

d illant v iews. The mountains
,
I could

no longer term them ail/r, prefented a

whitened furface
,

curioully contral’ted

with the gloom of tal l and impending

fi rsé—We halted at a lingle 1nn
,
eucom

paffed with dreary fcenery , and were
,

du ring the remainder of this day’s flage
,

enveloped in drift i ng fnow. M isfor

tunes, as the fay ing 1s cbme not

our good coachman
,
by hard

‘

d ropt his pocket book, whi ch he

recovered ,—and being fuddenly at

wi th a violent fi t of ficknefs, I fainted ,

felt completely reltofed me
,
—and I am

not fure bu t the agreeable fenfations of

returning heal th counterbalanced thofe

of fufi
'

ering.

err.

P ontarlzcr
,
the Arzar ioa ofAntoninus,

A ozo/z
'

ca of Peu tinger, and, m lowLatin,
Arecium,

P om Arleti
,
P om E/awrii

, Sec .

{ lands upon the Dou x , near M oat j oux ,
part
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fefs
,
if his charaéter correfpond to pub

lic report.

The narrownefs of the pafs , cu t by

Caefar, when he led h is tr00ps into Ger

many
,
the Dou x winding beneath

,
and

i ts accompanying fcenery of wood and

rock , all confpired to form an enchanting

landfcape. The inhabitants of the val

l ey are ufually occupied in cutting
'

gra

nites
,
cryllals, and marcafi tes, for the

j ewellers of Geneva and Neuchatel.

I could not regret ountardy progrefs

along the uneven rou te of Jura, - a ridge

deligned by Casfar, mom d iff/5mm inter

Sequanor at Helv etz
'

or
,
and fi retching from

Bafil to fome leagues
'

beyond G eneva.

Though nearly paral le l wi th the Alps
,

its bafe is moftly cal careou s. Its prim i

tive range fro
‘

nts Switzerland, and is

compofed of a hard rock, of a fine

grain, ufually inc l ining at an angle of
lefs than forty- fi v e degrees ; but, oc

cafionally, paral lel with the horizon.

6 Its
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Its l ine ofdirect ion interfeé
’

ts two great

of which one feparates i t from

s
,
and the other from the moun

tains of Burgundy and the Voges . The

fecondary
range, formed of humbler

el evations, gradual ly fubfides into the

ever del icate m her gradations, has, pro

bably, adju lted a fcale of harmony in

the comparative heights of mountains.

Thus the higheft fumm its of Ju ra are

lower, by forty or fifty toifes , than the

lowef’t of the Alps, and nearly as much

V6ges .
~—Though the general fi rué'ture

of j ura be calcareous, the fou thern fur

face is fi rewed with fragments of v itri

fiable matters
,
fuch as are found in

malfes among the Alps .

—G ravel and (ea
{hells occu r at confiderable elevations

,

and even at the tops of the ridge. The

latter bear he rbage ; and the (now dif

appears early in fummer. The whole,
feen
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feen from a difi ance , refembles an ex

t ended mound , or wal l of an uniform

height : bu t , on a nearer approach , the

irregu larities of the group open upon

the perfpeétive , and, blending wi th wood

and verdure, compofe a picture nob ly

varied , and fingularly fi riking .

Whether from a partial i ty to freedom’

s

air, or from fomething in the c limate

congenial wi th my frame , or, from the

mere p lay of imagination,
—I felt

, as i t

were, an ex panfion of animal fpirits,
the gal e feemed more pure and fweet,

and the fun - beams more enl ivening,
when , at half a l eague from JOUgne, we
entered the territory of the Swifs .

Gradual ly , and in mazy rural beau ties,
our way l ed u s down from towermg

rocks and fnow
,
to the more amiable

profpefi s of bloom ing fpring.

Through Cléer or 1c 0163 , a townlet in

the bail l iage of Yv erdun, upon the l ittle
river Orbe, noted for its fubterraneous
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ai ry vil lages of Cba'vom ay , Bavoir, Cbé‘g

feay , Sec . intimated population and com

fort .

At length
,
the Alps of age, hiding,

withou t a metaphor, the1r heads in the

clouds, and the, magnifi cent ex panfe of
the Leman, burfi , l ike enchantment,
upon the fight—Larg/Zmnc recerved us at
the clofe of day

—and once more we
mingled in domefi ic fociety.



). t

C H A P. IV .

LAU S A NNE.

upon three h il ls or prominences

e Jorat
,
a mi l e and a half from the

lake of G eneva, and fou r hundred feet

ciently incommodious, and removed at

Laufonium,
had been reprefented as the

feene of m iracles ; and, as the church

fprung from the legend, the town fprung
fromthe church . The cathedral , indeed,
and the profpefts wh ich i t commands,
may wellbe termed aflanding miracle.

Conce ive a, venerable pile of Goth ic ar

chiteéture, wi th a fquare tower of admi

rable fymmetry, its g l ittering pinnacles,
H 2 t iere
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tieres of elegan t arches, and h igh vau l ted

roof—within
,

angu li by its frmplicity,
difplaying a fuperbchoir, and 2 7 2 ele

gant pi l lars
,
and thri llingwith the folemn

peal of the organ
,
or wi th the voices of

an honeft people
,
preferring their orifons

to the Father of Goodnefs From the

terrace on which this cathedral is feated ,

you may , patiently furv ey thebold and
elevated contours of the Alps, with their
hoary and rocky peaks reflected 1n the

lake, Mont B lanc domineermg in
“

the

d ifiance , thewavy lux uriance of fhelv ing
mores

,
and the frequent and comfortable

dwell ings of a contented pea
‘
fantry .

The tombs of feveral of the
‘

bifhops in

the choir have been much defaced.

That of Duke Charles of Schomberg,
killed in the battle of Marfaille, in Pied
mont, is remarked for its fimplicity .

On the fou th of the choir is the rq/é-wz
'

fl

dew,
noted for its fi ngular adventure.

About the m iddle of lalt century; it was

rent,
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is forced , and themind rivetted tolimited

and interefted notions, fdclr
i

Gfiothic
'

ifui

inay yet be tolerated ; but liei
'

e i t can

ferve only as a rn‘iferable foi l
'

th themarga
nificent defigns of

t
iiat ure

“U“ h ”

The townlhoufe 1s rather angodd than

an elegant bu i lding In the waWdF the
vefi ibulé is infert ed a

marble
,
being one of the

a long

The bai ll i refide
'

s-

i

iri ‘a
‘

largé g o

'

cafi le, formerly thebithcsp
’

épaiaéé:
”He

ie
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i s chofen by the fenate
“

of Berne, and

dontinues in oflic
'

e feven years, with an

annual falary of nearly The

day of his infialment is, Ibelieve, th e

bnly one ofpubl ic rejoic ing at Laufanne.

‘A numerous cavalcade of gentlemen,
and

, ,
the counfellors, in thei r robes, re

ceive him as he enters, a round of fi eld

public entertainment given in the town

The academy
,
under the immediate

patronage of the government, i s ch iefly

frequented by young men of the country
,

fdef’tined to the
'

church . Notwithf’cand

ing the fmall emolument attached to the

feveral chairs, they have ufually been

fi lled by
.

men
‘

of refpefi ability and emi

nent talents ; fuch, efpecially, were F a

re], Virei
‘

, flottmafl, Conrad Gefizef , B e

2 4
, Scapula, de Crag/222 , Barbeyrac , Bo

rbat, &c . The medical profefforfhipwas

infi ituted in favour of Monlieur 7 57 61,
H 4. whofe
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whofe modelty in private life refleél
'

s at}

fome Roman co ins and infcmpt ionsg and

a few cur iofi ties in natu ral

received c
‘

orifi derable addi

l ibe
'

rali ty of Hyacintho de Q iros
, a

Spaniard by birth , but who withdrew

fromthe papal cou rt
,
abjured the Rdmifl‘t

faith
,
and was nominated by the govern,

ment of Berne
,
Profelfor ex traordinary

1n church hiftory .

A publ ic l ibrary has lately been c ita

blilhed , and prom ifes to be attende d

with the be f’t confequences . The phyi

fi cal foc iety is compofed of the :fi rfi

fc ientifi c charaé
’
ters of the place , and

fom e difi ingui ihed foreigners. They

purpofe publifhing their tranfaé
’
tions in

regu lar order.

The pub l ic fchool has fi x precept ors
,

and 4; poor fcholars, penfioned by
“

go

vernment.
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duals of di ligence and integrity, would
fuflice to the maintenance of peace and

good order. But fuch cit izens
,
as {te

‘

moft abfurd of all prejud ices, that trade

degrades their digni ty—and
,
as they can

not all be bred to the l iberal profeflions,
and few of them have much patrimony,
a number of petty ofii ces feeni tohave

been created in their fa
'

vbur.

I regret that I can pafs no encomiurn
Upon the mode in which crim inal jufis

tice is here adminiltered. The trial is

conducted in fecret—confefi ion muli

precede condemnation, and may be ex ;
torted by the rack, or years of folitary

confinement. Cap ital crimes are
,
for-1

tunately, very rare
—The inhabi tants

of the pr1nc 1pal fi reet, rue de B ourg , err

joy the fignal privi lege of be ing tried by
a jury.

The three churches are alternately
ferved by eight or nine of the el’tablifhed

clergy,



La u sann e . m7

clergy, who are difi ributed into claffeét

avroiding, on the one hand, the theatri

cal /gefi iéulations of the French , and, on

the other, the .frigid monotony of our

livings
'be fmall, the cl ergy are

'much
'

res

Spec
ifi ed; m ingle freely in foc ie ty, and

are l ittle given to dogmatize in public or

pm
'

vate fi—An annual nat ional fail: is ap
pointed by government

,
and is obferved

wi thi xmueh m ore rigour than Sunday,
thing wh ich favou rs .

of levi ty or

mentbe ing fi ndioufly avoided, andir

ind ividuals l iteral ly abfiaining
from food during greateft part of thfi

Previous to the reformat ion
,
Laufanne

M um ed five pariflr churches. From

a paper entitled Catdlogw m ifi mze
’

def
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P ratcyiur, or S . P rotair , fi rit . held
,
thé

bi ihoprick. He
'

was buri ed at .S. Pre x .
- r~

lift,
’died and is. repu ted “

the fi rlh

au thor in the Pays de Vu ud,
‘

hav ing pen-r

ned a fmall chronicl e of

According tothe catalogue ,
’

this chrou i

cle contains biefl
'

dent reefer ? curiae/era

probably
'more curious than true.

-It:j is

fomewhat fi ngular that when he rfecords
the 'fatal effects of a prevailing fniall

w

pox he notices that i t proved:

fatal to cows.

Henry
,
who was alfafi inated $1 0 19; Lis

’

faid tohave founded the c
'

athedra
'

liandfi ve

churchesi—T'he ray? of Burehard made

feveral piou s foundations . 1 Burchard

himfelf fe l l in battle, on Chriltm s day;

1 088 , brandiih ing the facred lance
”

,

which was fuppofed to be that of Sr
'

.

Conf
’
tantine. H is

'

fucceifor
,

Was ob l iged to refign d ca fe de farm y .

depofed
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wh ich was regarded as a novelty, -Thc

t ell of the catalogue is occupied with

names and dates ; and there is a ehafm

of a whole century, from 650 to 750.

The counci l of Bafil
, when transferred

to Laufanne, on account of the plagu e,

held its fi ttings in the convent of the

bordeliers. Its church
,
ded icated to St,

F rancis, flill remains, but, of the eons

v ent, . the vau l ts only have been prefer

r ed, and are ufed as publ ic wine eellars.

Befides the public hofpital
’

there Is

a charity fehool, in wh ich the youth

of both fex es are gratu itoully educated,
and bred to profefi i ons.

The following notes are eatraéted

from a diary of the weather, begun at

Laufanne aft of June, 1 787 , and end ing
2 2 d January 1 7 89 .

The greatef
’
c heat of 1 78 7 was on the

6th of Angu li , when the mercury in
Reaumur

’

s thermometer rofe to 2 45§

above zero, at two o’clock P. M. in the

Ru de, and with a north expofure. It
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fel l not below zero til l 2 6th Novem

ber, and its greatef
’
t defeent, wh ich took

place, at feven o
’clock on th e mornings

of the 2 91h November, 1 787 , and 2 d

.January, 1 78 8 , was gé. During No

vember
,
December, and January, i twas

more frequ ent ly feveral degrees above

than below the freezing point : and the

inhab itants reckoned the winter umufu

ally m ild . —Ou the fecond of June
,
I

obferved ripe fi rawberries, ful l blown

rofes, carnations, St e . alfo wheat and

rye in the ear, and fi x feet high . Green

peas werecommon abou t the m idd l e of

the fame month, and harvei
’
c commenced

on the l gth of Ju ly. Ripe pears, ap

pl es, and plumbs, were ferved at table

on the 4th of Auguft, and ex cel lent

peaches on the n th of September. The

v intagewas pretty general by . the m iddle

of OCtober. The thermometer marked

2 4, on the 1 2 th of July, 1 788. During
the four lalt days of December it nev er

rofe
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rofe above 9 below zero: and
,
on the

evening of the 3oth , defcended to
‘

1 8 .

The wine froze in fev efal of th e cel lars,
and the moi li ure in bread and other ar

rieles of prov ifion was qu i te congealed ,
The winter prov ed u nc

'

ommonly fev ere

over the greatelt part of Europe. A fi n

gle (1t of l ightning, very vivid , and very

unex pected
,
afi onifhed the inhabitants

at eight o’clock P . M . on the a4th of

February. It was fol lowed , almol’t ihr
fi antaneoufly, by a loud peal of thunder.

A {l ight {hock of an earthquake was felt

an hour after, at three léagues from the

town. Fl ies, bees, and bu tterflies were

not unfrequent on the 8 th of March,
when v iolets

, primrofes, erocufes
, Sec .

were in fu l l blow. Swal lowswere oh

ferved on the 1 1 1h. On th e 3oth, many

fhrubs and trees were in leaf or flower,
and the gardens ex hibited a fine difplay
of tu l ips, j onqu ils, daffodils, and crowns

imperial . —On the fol lowing day, at

half
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down from d ifferent quarters of ihe

heavens, and rattl ing during the inter~

vals of thunder. Towards evening, th e

low hanging clouds affected contrary

m ovements, whilfi the blu ifh tinge and

ragged borders of thofe charged with

the electricflu id , gave a pecu l iar interefl

to the fli tting fcene . At lafi
,
they all

rulhed from S . \V. and a fmart breeze

fet in from the fame quarter. The hail

lay a foot thick in 'the pub l ic fqu
‘

are of

Berne, and confiderably injured the crops

abou t Nyon. I remarked ripe pears and

goofcberries on the a7th. Harveft be

gan on the I i th Ju ly. O n the rath of

September th e fwallows col lected on the

houfe t0ps, and difappeared . The v in

tage was general early in October . The

u tmofi range of the barometer
,
during

I9 months, was 1 ; inch , with in wh ich

its variations were frequent
,
and fome

times fudden. The feafons of equ inox

and folfi ice were marked by no pecul

de
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d erangement of the elements, nor am I

Warranted to conc lude that the moon
’

s

phafes at all influenced the flat : of the

The Laufannois are
,
in general, po

li te
,
fociable , attached to their coun try

and re latives, and cou rteous to Pcrangers .

err evening parties
,
termed fi cz

'

étér,

frequent ly enl ivened by the prefence of

foreighers, there reigns an cafe of com

rnumcatron
,
which is high ly engaging.

Some of the company u fually play at

hingt
- u

'

n ; and never flake deep : but

they who value their converfation tal ents

as much as I do, wi l l regret the leifure

bei’tow
‘

ed upon a game at cards, and that

a du ll one .
—The ladies feldom paint

,

are lefs talkative, but moreflirituel/er,
Or

,
or leal’t, more interefling than the

Gal l ic fair
,
and more happi ly blend mo

defi y and afl
'

ability than the natives of

any country I have as yet v ifi ted. The

gentlemen have a {harpnefs of feature

I 2 e x ~
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e x prcfli ve of inte l le ct , a livelin

pofi tion pecu l iarly attraCting,

tent {hare of general information
,
and a.

relifh for the fimple and elegant aec om

modations of domeflic fociety. An opu

lent Englifhman wou ld be apt to. con
fider them as penurious

,
forgetting that

economy wi th them is a neceffary v in

tue ; for their incomes are l imited
, and

difgrace attaches to infolvency. But, if

all the lu x u rywhich wealth brings in 1t

train be unknown,
the ex tremes ofpo

verty are likewife banilhed . On the

fi reets
,
I do not recollect to have feen a

beggar— and benevolence is here an ac

tiv e virtue The fympathy
‘

and afi i it

ance bellowed upon obj ect s of dif’trefs

wou ld ex tort a blufh from th e fons of

avarice, if capable of blufhing. I faw

Monfieur who had ex perienced
fome fad reverfes of fortune

,
bent with

years, in a coarfe, but warm garb, t e

taining on his venerable countenance a

ferenity,



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


( 1 18 )

CH A P. V .

PROM L'AU S A NN E TO

gotbfax . 17 89. THE {tern cal l of duty
this morning fevered me from weeping
friends . Yet why regifler unavai ling t e

grets ? Shal l we not meet again in this

or in a better world ? Meanwh ile
,
let

me endeavou r
,
as on former occafi ons,

to note the remarks fuggefted i n the

rou te.

Via
’
i
, on the right

,
indicated by two

handfome vi l las and a few farm honfes,
deferv es to be noted as the fi te of the

l

an

cient Capentrar, Arpm tm ,
ore m tz

'

na,

a town founded
,
i t is al leged

,
by the

Gau ls, and from wh ich afterwards arofe

Lazfomze. The occafional difcovery of

Roman antiques attefi s a place of rank :
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but not a fingle v ifible rel ic directs th e

eye of the uninformed traveller, nor

does hiflory difi inétly inform u s how or

when Arpentina difappeared. Perhaps

i t was defolated by the barbarians in the

fourth and fifth centuries
,
whenHelvetia

fmartaed from their inroads
,
when 07-66,

the acient Aventz
'

cum, were laid in aihes.

The furface flattened as we advanced
,

produc ing vines, interm ingled wi th ri ch

paftures and artifi c ial meadows. —S i .
Sulpice, once a confiderable priory, with

the adjoining houfes, placed ~on a point

of land, enhance the profpeé
’
t, if viewed

from a difiance. A lefs tranflent objefl:

of contemplation is a great portion of the

Jura ridge, receding, as i t were, from.

the majefly of th e oppofi ng Alps, yet

ik irt ing a del ightfu l afl
'

emblage of corn.

fortable manfi ons
,
and the dwel l ings ofan

indufi rious, contented peafantry. The

Savoy (bore, onwhich the _prince and the,

I 4. priel
’
t
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prieli cramp ex ertion, and grind the face

of the poor, lay fhrouded ‘ in m ifi and

merited obfcu rity ; but the curtain was
drawn afide from the amphitheatre of

Vaud , whofe magnifi cence and beau ty:
have attrafted the fond adm i ration of a

V oltaire and a Rouffeau, of a Gib'bons

and a Raynal , and in which Tav erniel’.

preferably chofe to relt from
'

his long
and various wanderings. When Lewis
X IV afked why he did not prefer pur

chafing an cflate
‘
in his kingdom

m the

vagrant j ewel ler plainly repl ied,

gue j e wax ; Sire, ya : man domdiflefi it é

am:

M erger, charm ingly fi tuated on the

lake
,
is a fmall

,
bu t clean , wel l bui lt

town
, confi l’ting of two fi reets,

'

wi th a

commodiou s wharf. It is the feat of a
hail/i

, whofe jurifd ifi ion includes the

greatefi portion of la Cate, a difi rifi nine
,

mi les in length
, and three in breadth ,

hav ing its gentle acclivities finely varied;
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patches of wood , th e relics of the greats

foreli wh ich it is conjeétured gave name

to th e. canton, Vaua
’

(in low latinity
,

comitatm Valdeffi r) being derived, from

the GermanWald.

During our progrefs, we remarked

frequent orchards, fi ored , with apple,
pear

,
cherry, walnu t, and chefnut trees.

The farmers not flavifhly wedded to

prejudice or . mere routine, fuccefsfully
cu ltivate faint~ foin

, ,
lucern

, and . other

artificial gratfe
’

s . Buck lwheat too, is

abundantly common ; and hence, we

may conclude, benefi cial .

Nyon, Nov ioa
’
zmum,

Noiodzmazm
,

‘

C
'
o-f

Ioniafi uefi rir, See . a Roman colony
,
and

a Ration on the m i l itary way between

G eneva and Befancon, retains fewfymp
toms of former confequence . Some ah

t iquities have, however, been difcov ered

in the town and neighbou rhood
,
frag

ments of Corinth ian pi llars have been

inferted in the wal ls of feveral houfes,
’

and
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and Monfi eur des V ignes has in his pof

feflion a fione with a Roman infeription,

apparently in honou r of Gordian Ill.

Thethailli
’

s chateau , l ike thofe of Lau

fanne andMorges, is fuffi ciently gloomy,

bu t
,
l ike them

,
too, commands a mofi:

de l icious pg
rofpeé

’
t . Here is a manufac

tory of coarfe porcelain and d one ware,
and fome timber is {h ipped for Geneva.

The number of inhabitants is loofely c al

culated at 4500.

territory, comprehending the vi llages of

C opper is difi ingu ifhed by the fi ately
manfi on of N ecker—a delightfu l ret ire

ment, which moff philofophers wou ld

prefer to the fmoke of Paris, and the

corruptions of a court.

Ent ered Gex
,
the country of the La

tobriges, now an appendage of Bur

gundy, feven leagues in l ength and fi ve

in breadth. Its 2 5 proteflant churches

were
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were demolifhed in th e laft centu ry s

and the people have reverted to catho;

licity and ferv itude . Its mountains
,

‘

a

pafi ure, and its dairies are n oted for

cheefe : bu t there is a dearth of wood

and of ordinary provi fions, many of the

inhabitants fubfi fting ch iefly on chefnu ts

during winter. In fome par ts is found

a wi ld fi lk, th e produce of a varied c o:

loured caterpi llar, which l ives, works,
and dies upon its favourite p ine. Unl ike

t he ir Swifs neighbours, who are
,
inge-a

neral
,
wel l made, roba it, heal thy, and

decently apparel led, th e Gefois are di

minutive, m eagre, dirty, ragged , trip

ping along
,
and wbfi lz

’

flg fi r. went of
swag/J r, in noify fabots.

Vcrj bix , or Vefj éy , once a Roman fi a

t ion, was erected in 'the fancy of the

Due de Choifeul into the form idable
rival of G eneva. Streets were *

'

ev en

traced, a canal to Seyffel was planned,
a tie .
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killed by the mi l itary, became the .iigfs

mi ! of infur
’

refi ion. A few of the fol i

d i ers have been ki l led andwounded; and

all are this day difarmed . The govern

ment
,
i t is al leged , wi l l {hortly undergo

Certain mOdifications congen ial wi th its

republ ican fpirit .

Such are the l eading features of all

the inte l l igence I hav e been able to coli

leé
’

t in the fuburbof Secbeirorz
,
where

modations m iferably compenfated our

e x clufi on from the birth place of Ro '

uffi

feau
,
from a j u illy celebrated feat of

learning and the art s .

Before I take leave of one of the finefl:

lakes in the world , i t may be proper té

note the fo l lowing particu lars—The
form of this magnifi cent bafo ‘

n is that

of a crefcent
,
wi th blunted horns, of

which that nex t Geneva is the molt

deep ly indented . The courfe of north

ern ihore
,
from Geneva to V i-lleneuve,
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abou t fi fty—fi ve Englifh m i les ;
{traight l ine , drawn through Cha

wou ld
‘

not ex ceed forty- two. The

e x treme breadth , from Rol le to near Tho

non
,
is reckoned twelve m i les ; bu t be

t izveen Rol l e and G eneva i t feldom fur

pafl
’

es
‘

three . De Lu c fuppofes that th e

d epth , which is very unequal , ex ceeds

not 160 fathoms. OffMei l lerie, Sauf

fure had foundings at 95 0 feet. The

fu rface , reckoned 1 2 2 8 feet above the

level of theMediterranean , neverfreezes

comple te ly in the feveref’c winters, and
,

owi ng to the me lting of the mountain

fnows, rifes, in fummer
, to the height

of ten feet.
’ The only femblance of an

ifland is a fmall rocky em inence
, near

G eneva, cal ledpierre (i Ncyz
‘
ozz

, anciently

Japir Neptuni, and fuppofed to have been

confecrated to the god of the trident.

That the Rhi ne
,
wh ich enters at V i l le

neuve, and ili nes at Geneva
, preferves

i ts courfe
, uninterrupted and unm i x ed

,

6 through
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through fuch an ex tent ofWater; is orié

of the many wonders vvhich never ex

i lled bu t in the m inds of the credul o
'

us;

Yet many fict ions originate in tru th . As

the river rufhes in wi th vio lence, i t preé

ferves its onward courfe for a {hort dif

tance
,
ere i t is u niform ly difi

'

ufed in the

mals . The tale
,
however, is not of

yellerday . Amm iahUsMarcellinus
,
who

fo eafi ly fwallowed the bal ls of fi re,

fe
ems anx i ou s to digefi them by a mi-4

raculou s river . A Paeninis Alpibus, fays

he
,
efi

’

ufi ore copia fontium Rhodanus

fi uens, et proc l ivi impetu ad planiora di

grediens, proprio agmine ripas occu ltas,
et paludi fefe ingurgitat, nomine Lemas

n o
,
eamquc intermeans, mg/

‘

guam aqair

mi/Z etur ex lfrlzir,fi a
’
altrifgfi

’

cwfi zmmitater

wza
'
aepre fer/abemfi gniom guwritam ex

itm
'

v iam fibi impetu wloa
'

molitzzr
, &c.

Befides the Rhone
,
forty fubordinate‘

fi rcams pour thei r tribute into the lake .

In difi erent port ions of the furface, the
’

afpeét ,
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fures three feet, when fu l l grown, and

tafi es l ike falmon . The back is blue,
with dark lh adings, and the bel ly of a

golden yel low. The liezale
,paid , farm ,

orfi rm
,
and even the f ini te, feem to be

only provincial appellations of the/2117710

lavarelur . The tippet grebe haunts the

Leman from December to February,
makes i t nefi of rufhes, interwovenwi th

reeds
,
and has i t partly immerfed, but

not floating, as Linné has afferted. On

account of its del icate andwarm plumage
,

which is converted into muffs and tip

pets
,
it fells for about fourteen ihillings.

Though
“

principal ly known upon the

continent by the name ofGrebe du [at at:

Genev a, i t likewife frequents the lake of

Z UI‘lCh
,
and that ofGrandlieu , inBritany .

The fcenes and the foc iety of the

enchanting borderswhich ftill detain my
l ingering regards

,
have fuggel

’
ted

bongflcompl iment, th ough in verfe :
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Farewell , ye modelt roofs, ye antique tow
’
rs

Condemn
’
d from you and innoc ence to (tray,

S t ill mull: I dream of v ine -clad hills and bow’
rs,

Where balmy zephyrs fan the lapofMay.

I ] .

Adieu, ye rocks, that echo to the voice

walks, where v irtue
’
s fons rejoice,

l l ] .

monuments of age, whol
'

e pride
mocks our boafted domes below,

F ar into vapour blue I fee you glide,
Vanilh your awful cliffs and hoary heads of {howl

i v .

You heights of Jura, may each patriot ha il,
As bu lwarks rear’d by an Alm ighty arm
0h fkreen Helvetia, when the bolts all

-

ail,

Oh guard her children from the tyrant’s harm !

Vb

I leave the wavy p ine, the tufted dell,
The vale of fimles and many manfions fair,

I leave thofe charm s no common lore can tell,

V 1.

And mull. I leave thee, Leman, Europe
’
s boai’e,

Sweeping in crefcent form the vale profound, ‘

Wh i le fairy wavelets play upon thy coafi ,

And foam ing Rhone is footh’d, and liflens to
found 3

x a
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vn .

Oft would I pore upon thy glafl
'

y fi neam,

In balmy v rfi tations of the mom ,

And oft, at eve, in Cynth i a
’
s qu iv

’
ring gleam,

Would catch the echo of the winding horn .

V I I I .

Oft have I firay’d thy margin’s maze along, x

As oft adm ir’d grand Nature ’s changing pow’
rs,

Who nowmoves plac id to the vernal fong,
And now in

“

frowns and m idn ight horrors low’
rs .

IX .

F or blythfome morn, in fafi
’
ron c in€ture

’Mid all the glories of the blue ferenc ,

And myriad flow’
rs bedeck the lhelv ing green.

X

When, 10 ! a lurid cloud, athwart the fky,
With com ingblafi s deforms the tranquil pole,
The forky dart s of glar ing l ight ’nings fly,
The dread infpiring peals of thunders roll

X I .

The torrent tumbles to the mountain
’
s bafe,

The drifted mall
'

es from their craggs are hurl’d
The dm rebellows thro ’ rh’ unfathom ’d maze,

And dark confufion {cowls upon the world !

I " .

O ye, who wind along the mountain hoar,
Hre to fome cave, or fhepherd

’
s rude abode,

Whether tremenduous wonders you explore,
Or wand to Rome, to kneelbefore your God !
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X IX .

Yet, oft as rad ian ce of the wefi ern fleies ,
In fome far dnltant land appears to burn,
Fancy {hall bid Valdenfi a’s villas rife,
Shall bid the hours on angel wing retui'n

On borders darling as my nativ e home a

Kind Fancy, all my wayward thoughts beguile,
And waft me to the friends from whom I roam

Again I m ingle in the ocial choir,
The converfe (age or jocund {till goes round,
Laufoma

’
s nymphs {t i l l {trike the trembling wit h

X X I I .

Let others revel in their gorgeou s halls,
T-heir bulfe of Ind and canopy drfplay,
In fullen {late deride the poor man

’
s calls,

Or fawn on fcepter
’
d pageants of a day .

X X I I I .

Let others prize t he pomp of Europe’s crimes,

And all the wealth our capt ive brethren y i eld,
Let moulters , favage as their frozen c l ime s,

Erect their emp ire on the blood -Itain
’d fi eld

x x xv .

Mine be the boon of fond domeltic joy,
And health, and competence, and inward cafe-u
Ah thefe are blellings fure withou t alloy,
Again I breathe Helvetia’s genialbreeze .



Ah no ! l ike fleeting phantom
‘

of the mom ,

Which long and oft its v rétim m ay deplore,
The fpell idrlfolves in air— the fwain , forlorn ,

Pours his fad defcants on the part ing fhore .

3 rfi . A mofi unwe lcome fog deprived

u s this morning of all dif’tant views, as

Met a few peafants on their way to

fearch for gold fpangles, which are oc

cafionally deteéted in th e fand , that ad

heres to large ftones, along the Rhone
,

chiefly from the juné
’
tion of the Arve to

a few l eagues further down. The quan

tity
,
however, is fo inconfiderable as

m erely to y ield the wafhers a fcanty

fubfrfi ence in winter, when in want of

better employment.

Dined at Colonge, a {h aggl ing bourg
,

obvioufly French , from its d irty afpeé
’
t .

A fmartperruquz
'

e
‘
re

,
the onlypro/

r

egional

indiv idual of the ‘place
, wielded the ra

zor, comb, and tongue, with equal grace

and alertnefs.
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we had now reached le grand

the laft of the Jura mountains
,

part of the Savoye Alps rofe towering

on our l eft. Airy woods and threat

n ing cliffs environed us
,
as we ‘paffed on

to F ort de I
’

Eelzf/e, a molt romantic de

fi le between Vouac/J e and the term ination

of Credo
,
adm itting only a narrow road

and the channel of the river
,

«which

rol ls its blue fi ream at the foot of abrupt

and majeftic rocks. This fi riking pafs

is wel l characterized by Cmfar : iter rm

g zj t
’
um et o

'

gfi a

’

le inter montem 7 21mm e!

flame” Rhoda/ mm, v ix god fi nguli cam
'

dueerenzur ; mom autem a/tgfi mw impen

deod i, ut facile pauci probioez
‘

e pew/ em.

The indications noted by Sauffure , in his

Voyager dam [er Alp“ ,
a work which it

is impolfible to perufe or praife too much,
nearly amount to a proof that the paffage

was efl
‘

eé
‘

tcd by the prefi h re and gradual
ero li on of the water

,
and coincide wi th

the hif’torical deduétions of Senebier t e
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fame cal careous rock. The Guadiana,

inSpain, the V ernel le, in Franche Com te,
feveral rivu lets in Normandy

, and fome
,

I beli eve
,
in Yorkihire

,
have been re

marked as fubjeft to fimilar difparitions .

A l i ttl e below,
the rocky banks are

v au l ted wi th frowning groves. The fal l

of the l eaf admits the long ex cluded

ligh t, and the lat ter, as if to compen

fate i ts abfence in the fummer, is rena

dered qu ite dazzl ing by the mu l tipl ied

fplendour of icicles, depending like cryll

tal lufi res.

Our gu ides reconduéted us by an eafy

afcent to P ont-Lambz
'

n
,
a bridge thrown

over a yawning precipice—and h ere

AbrahamLiamori , ourpoflillion, awai ted

Palfed the night ‘

at Cbo
'

zillorz at M .

chaille, a poor vi l lage . Al l this after~

no on we have been in Bugey , another

appendage of Burgundy, hilly, abound

ing in fheeppal
’
tures

, and producing fi r,
hemp

,
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hemp , and walnu ts. The royal or gol

den eagle
, of no frequent occurrence

in Europe, ,
haunt s the fummits of its

mountains . The warbl ing of the greater

red fi art, or rock - fhrike
,
which (0 agree

bly e nl ivens th-efe inhofpitable regions,
is repaid wi th death . In a Rate of inno

c ence and v irtu te, wou ld we, for a fa

v ory meal
,
facrifice the bird whofe notes

had de lighted us P Or, fhould i t ex cite

our funprize, if they who can feel a

culiat relifh for fu ch repafi s , {hould re

fort to an ex ecut i on as to a puppet- (hew?

In the epicure
’

s bi l l of fare, the nightin

gale ranks with the ortolan : and the

red-breaft, which, from inc lination or

necefli ty, implores our protecftion, is

reckoned ex qu
-ifi te in autumn. The

French may plead the e x ample of

the Romans, who tamed a great va

riety of fmall birds
,
and fed them for

the table . V arro, if I rightly re cal led} ,
makes mention of-a fmgle vi l la, inwhich

5000



F R OM LAU SANNE

5 ooo thrufheswere fattened in the couffe

of one year. Bu t i t is no ex tenuation

of modern barbarity to al lege that th e

Romans were always cruel upon an ex

tenfi ve fcale.

F eb. Ifl. Hills, drearinefs, and poverty

accompan ied us .
for fome m i les. Near

Sf. Germain-de- j oux , we remarked a

clul
’
ter of decent houfes, and remarked

them as a rarity. The pool of Sylarzt

I can hardly cal l it a lake
—with itsfleep

and {hady banks, and its folitary cafcade
,

fi nely accords with the furround
'

i
‘

ng

gloom . The l ittle lake of Nantua
,
too

,

abou t a m i lc 'in length, fkirted by per.

pendicular rocks, from which tumbl e

two cafcades, contribu ted to begu i le the

tedioufnefs of our highland way : for

the fcenery is wi ldly pié
’
turefque, with

ou t harflmefs, and fom e of its molt cap
tivating features are reflect ed from the

tranfparent bafou . In the neighbou r

hood of Paris or London, th is l ittl e dif

tria
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SANNE

Through meadows and winding val es,

fome of whofe lofty fides are wooded

to the top ; yet was the coun try thin

ly peopled , and the
'

road tirefome , t ill

we eyed the blue fmoke of Gerahn,

flowly rifing from a bottom of uncom

mon depth . In
'

the courfe of our de

fcent, we leifurely contemplated the va

tying afpeé
’

ts of th e h i l ls, planted with

ru ined towers, and the playfu l windings

of a fi ream , partly {haded by {lately
walnu t trees. The whole feeh ery,
deed , has charms which I cannot de-J

fcribe. Su rely, if compelled to l ead a

hermit’s l ife, I wou ld fearch formy cave

among the mountains of .Cerdon—and

wou ld rej oice when I had found it .

At noon, we al ighted in the v il lage.

Our landlady, in all the fimplicity of uh

feigned grief, informed u s of the prema

ture departure of one of the three canons,
who ofi iciate in theparifh church . Du ring
the late fevere and double prelfure of cold

and
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and famine, his ceafelefs employment

fucco ur to the ftarv ing and the defolate.

But fatigu e and anx iety were preying

-ou his V itals, and he died of a fever in

the flower his days, and amid the la

ihared the fru i ts of his benevolence.

Hear
,
and bluth , ye m itred great ! when

you repofe on the down of lu x u ry
,
or

purfue the airy profpeé
’
ts of ambition

,

heedlefs of the fu iferings which you are

cal led upon to foo the, and regardlefs of

the labouring tribes of you r fellow-men
,

wi thou t whom you r condition wou ld be

helplefs
—an obfcure miniflerof the altar

del ights to deal his alms from his fcanty

portion, and lavilhcs his l ife in the no

blelt ferv ice of humanity No fculp

tured marble may rife upon his tomb

but bis witmfi if in Heav en
, arzd lair rt
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The nex t flage
,
to St . Denyr

- le q /T

fan, prefented fom e pleafant and ex tended

p lains
,
checquered with vil lages and old

callles. Our auberge apparently cor

refponded to the poverty of the vi l lage

yet never, under a French roof
,
was I

entertained wi th more unaffected hof

pitality . Every one of the fam ily was

more anx ious than another to render

our fi tuation comfortable, and this, with

an e x preflion of cordial ity, which, when

it qu i te del ighted u s
,
ex torted a warm

tribu te of praife even from our Jewifh

driver—a man who very faithfu l ly pera

formed his duty, but feldom cou ld be

roufed from tacitu rni ty.

2 d . Parted very early, and very re

luctantly. For once I took an affeétion

ate l eave of an innkeeper. The good

man bade God blefs u s—and fure I am

his honefi prayer is worth all the holy
waters and bened ic ite

’

s of St . Peter’s.

The
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cul ture and popu lation, a hovering cloud

of fmoke, the dome of an hofpital, and

the fpires of temples announced th e pr e

fence of a c ity. According to Martyn,
th is city is ninety- fi ve

longs from Geneva.



C H A P. V I.

‘

LYON S .

(a corruption ofLug
-dun, a Celtic

word denoting the 13172527072 affi rm ing )
probably ex ifi ed at a very early period :

but the foundation of the Roman colony,
under the aufpices of the fame Lucius

Munatius Plancus, to whom Horace ad

dreifes the fev enth of his fi rlt book of

odes, dates from the year of Rome 7 1 I ,
or forty~ three years before the birth of

Chrifi . The colonifi s, ex pelled by the

Al lobroges from V ienne in Dauphiny,
had retired to the confluence of the

Rhone and Sadne. On the fame fpot,
at prefent cal led Ezra] or J indy , frod

d tbma
’
um,

rofe
l

a magnificent temple to

Augufius,
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Augufi us, the offering of the fi x ty tribes

of Gau l , embellilh ed wi th fi x ty fi atues,
and ferv ed by fi x ty arufpices and three

hundred augu rs. Under its roof, Cali

gu la infi itu ted thofe academical competi

tions
,
to which the eloquent of all coun

tries were invited . The unfuccefsful

candidate was not only obliged to pur

chafe at his own ex pence a prize for h is

Opponent, but to cfi
’

acc his own compe

t ition piece wi th a fpunge , or e lfe be

fcourged wi th rods, or even precipitated

into the Rh6ne.

Palleaf, at mull : prgfi t 98 1
°

cala h u“ gems ,

d ut Lugdmzetg/Iem rbelor Ad am : ad arm . j u v EN AL.

But I muft not ex patiate upon . the

ancient b illory of this illultrious c ity ;
for the fubjeét wou ld demand a feparate

volume, and has been minutely difcufihd
by learned pens.

The fi tuation of th e modem town,

nearly in the centre of Europe, on two

navigable
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cheerful dwel lings,
'

compofe the fur

rounding landfcape. V ery different is

the complex ion of the town itfelf. The

fi reets are moftly fombre, ill paved ,
narrow

,
and d irty- many of the houfes

are dim ly l ighted by oi led paper
,
are nu

equal in height
,
though none of them

low
, and all blackened with fmoke.

Several families refide in the fame tene

ment, and even the moft wealthy feldom

occupy an ent ire houfe . The number

of houfes , including fuburbs, is

puted at 7000

An academi ci an of the place
, who

kept a regifi er of baptifms, marriages,
and burials, from Ift January 1 750 to

3 t ft December 1 774, gives the follow
ing refults. t . In 1 750, there were

4807 baptifms, 86 I marriages
, and 3370

bu rials. In 1 7 74, 5 7 77 baptifrns, I39 1
marriages, and 3613 burials . 2 . The
males ex ceed the females by a twenty

third . 3 . The months of Augufi and

Sep
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September are molt fatal to infants and

years; and more gi rls than boys from

ten to twenty. 5 . Fou r-n inths die be

fore the twentieth.year. 6. Femal es
,
who

have attained the age of fi x ty, general ly

live longer than men
,
who have attained

the fame age ; but more men than
women have completed their centu ry.

7 . Longev ityprevailsmof’t in the cloii’ter.

8 . The eriha of climateric years is un

of births is as one to feventy- two .

1 0. The yearly average of births for

1 7 70, 1 774, was 5560, wh ich , mu l ti

pl ied by thirty-fou r, gives

1 1 . The annual average of burials, dur

ing the fame years, was 4 100, which ,
mu ltipl ied by th irty- two, is

F rom c ircumfi ances incident to molt

large towns, this fi atiftical wri ter re

L 4. duces
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duces the average of births to 5000, and
increafes that of bu rials to 4666, Theft)

terms
,
mu ltipl ied as above , give , refpec

-
y

tively, and of wh ich!

the mean term 1 56, is, perhaps,not,
very remote from the actual popu lation.

In Lyons many are the publ ic obf-r

jec’ts deferving of notice . I merely h int

at fome of the molt confpicuous . The

rows of bu i ldings
,
along the quays of

the two rivers
,
though not magnifi cent,

are we l l enti tled to the epithet liamfio
'
me
,

The P lace a
’
er Terreaux

,
a {lately {quaref

is c hiefly .difi ingu ifhed by the bird dc

v ille, wh ich
'

c onnoifl
'

eurs reckon inferior

only to ‘ the Stadthoufe of Amfierdam .

I t is in the form of an oblong
‘fquare,

with a wing 430 feet long on each ffi de

of the front. The m idd le of the latter

is crowned wi th a cupola
, and the great

gate adorned with columns of the Ionic

order. In the large ball is a feries 'of

paintings of the fovereigns of France ;5

The
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the fides of the pedeftal are the figures
“

of the Rhine and Safme, alfo inbronze.

The cathedral
,
ded icated to St. John,

is an ancient pil e, better l ighted than}
mofi Gothic ed ifi ces. The clock, ori

ginally conftruCted by N icholas Lippius
of Bafil 1 598 , and repaired and ime ,

proved by Noam/
"

on
, an ingenious :

watchmaker of Lyons 1660, difplays a

cock wh ich flaps his wings thrice and.

c rows twice at every hou r, an angel

walking forth to falute th e v irgin, the

the Fatherbefi owingbenedit‘l ion -The

archbit phas th e ti tl e of primate
, with

a revenue of livres. The canons

of St. John are counts of Lyons, mull

prove fi x teen quarters of nobility, wear

a crofs of enamel led gold
,
furmounted

with eight points and four coronets, and
are l ittle anx iou s to be rem inded of the

humble deportment of the early Chrif
trans.

When
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When the abbé de V illeroi, who had
made m any unfuccefsful attempts to be

come one of their number, was ap

poi nted by the king to the archbifh0pric ,
they wai ted upon himwi th the ufual tri
bu te of refpeaful compl iments . While

he received them with courtefy, he could

not help remarking, that tbefi one which

corner . Their fpokefman infi antly
repl ied

,
Tbir l! tbe 'Lord

’

: doing , it if

marv ellom in our eyer.

The other religi ous bu i ldings are

fourteen parifh churches, fou r pr iories,
and twenty monai’teries and nunneries.

The hofpitals and chari ty work-houfes

are faid to contain nearly one fi x th of the

popu lation. The h6tel- dieu
, a princely

bu i lding, with a fuperbdome , and the

ch ief chari ty houfe, are fupported by

the produce of two ferry-boats which

ply between th e c ity and Dauphiny.
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The Rated fare is but one fol ; yet

from ' 1 2 00 to 1
'

5oo l ivres wi l l be
‘

col

lefi ed on a funday or hol iday.
—I fai led

not to v ifrt the h6tel- d ieu , a the‘me
‘

of

ceafelefs adm i rat ion in Franc e. The

kindly and piou s nurfi ng of the fawn

i t: la charité
,
one of th e few orders of

nunswhich humani ty will refpeE
’
t
,

i

may

feo the the bed of langu ifhing ; but the

t leanlinefs and comfortable accommodal

tion of the wards by no means corre

fpond to the grandeu r of th is edifi ce .

The patients l i e two or three in a lied ,
and furrounded by coarfe woollen cur

tains and oflenfi v e ‘

odours

The theatre
,
fpacious and h ighly de

corated, is faid to furpafs thofe of Paris.

The prefent company of players are in

favour with the public. I faw them per

form once, and had no defi re to fee

them again. It may be prejudice
’

or

want of tafi e-a—bu t French aet ing very

feldom pleafes me .
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The yearly quanti ty of raw fi ll: im

ported
, ex clufive of J zoo bales from

Languedoc and Provence, has been, for

fome time pail, averaged at twenty mil.

l ions of pounds weight . Abou t ten

years ago, there were 2 000 {i lk fldc
'

king

frames, wh ich were fuppofed to produce

r500 pairs a day , at th e m edium price

of nine l ivres a pair. Th is branch be

gan toflourifh only in 1 75o , and already
feels the banefu l influence of fifcal inter

ference . A fpec ial regu lation, too , w
'

or

thy of the dark ages, precludes the in

tervention of femal e hands. -The {i lk

weavers rife early, and work late ; yet

earn fcanty wages, and often impair

their heal th. V aucanfon
’

s mode of

twifi ing the fi ll: is very general ly
adopted .

Theworks in lace rival thofe of every
country. From th is department the

women are not ex cluded ; and, of the
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ind ividuals employed in embroi

Here fancy is racke d and e x haufi ed

i n conceiv ing new and elegant deligns ;
and the pattern- drawers are often al lowed

the benefit of country recreation
,
to xc

fiore their jaded fpm t s.

Pit- coal is now pretty general ly ufed

in Lyons. The fmell is fenfibly offen

fi ve to a {h anger—and I am conv ince d

that cont inental people do not afi
'

eél:

de l icacy when, on their arriva l in Eng
land

,
they give i t a

'

place in their l ift of

gri evances.

i n the neighbourhood of Lyons are

furnaces or ki lns, in wh ich coal- duff is .

reduced to coal: (cigarbon def/baf ré)
i n this fiate it is ufed not only as char

coal in the manufac‘tories, but frequent ly

as fuel in private fami l ies.

The junéi ion of the two rivers is, by

nomeans, fuch amarvellous phenomenon

as had been reprefented
—two fi reams

I5 uni te
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unite with fome degree
“

of agitation, and

that is all. A fingle wave in the ocean

is twenty times more fublime . B u t i t is

part of the French charaéi er to give 1m

portance to trifles, and always to boafi:

in the fuperlative degree . Yet
,
if the

fohet obferver find no unufual contea

t ion of billows, he wi l l not fai l to xc

mark the contrafi
'

offlow and rapid pro

grefs, previou s to the blending of the

rivers ; and the clafli cal fcholar wi l l re

call wi th fatisfaéi ion the M I T I S d ear

of Luean, and the Rboa’aflur C E LE R of

Tibullur. In more downward days d rar

was defigned Sangona, becaufe Rained
wi th the blood of chriii ians mafi acred m

the amph itheatre. If thisbe th e true ety

mology, i t was unknown
'to Marcell inus;

who ment ions Saucomza as the prov incial

appel lation . Its carp are reckoned the

malt del icious in France.

Of eminent characters, natives of

Lyons,S idoniurApollz
'

zzarir deferves com

memoration
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into reti rement withou t a figh. Me

w ild, faid he, tire
’

d
’

qfaz
’

re—j e flev z
'

trrai

dc pea
—relax m

’

cfi play commode. They
who knew him ,

~ knew he was fi ncere :

for his charaéter was marked by a love

of tranqu i l l ity and mu ch apparent {loi

c ifm and fi mplic ity. H is brothers
,
An

drew and Gafpar, were diftingu ilhed

for pu lpit e loquence, and his relations,
Mathewand Antony Terralfon, acqu ired

celebri ty at the bar and from their wri

tings ou j urifprudence . An env iable

u ni on of tal ents and virtue feems to

have been hereditary in the fami ly.

Dc Boz e
,
an eminent fcholar and

, an

t iquary, co l lect ed many rare and very

curious books .

j acobSpan, an able and fiudious phy

fi c ian
, publifhed an account of his tra

vels in Italy, G reece, Dalmatia
, 860. an

e lleemed billory of Geneva
, and fame

l e arned tracts, which evince his ardour

of antiquarian refearch.
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The genius of Gbaz eller delighted in

mechanics and other branches of natural

phil Ophy . He projected the nav igaa

ting of gallies upon the ocean, meafured

the pyram ids of Egypt, and afcertained

that their fou r fides ex actly faced the

four quarters of the globe.

De Lagfly , the famous mathematician;

was the friend of lettered men, and

the father of the poor. Though much

addict ed to fevere Ptudy, he had con

tract ed no harfhnefs of manners, and

was of an uniformly cheerfu l difpofi tions

When incapable of recognizing the fea~
tures -of a fi ngle friend , and funk in fi

lence, Maupertu is abruptly aflced him

the fquare of 1 2 144, faid he, and

e x pired .

year: Trucbet, fum amed F aide) “ Saba/i

tion, was repu ted the fi ri’c mechanic ian

and engineer of his country. Though

v ifited by crowned heads, and carelfed

by genius and fortune, he preferv ed his

M 2 primi
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primi t i ve fimplicity of manners and
i

at

tachment to the Carmel ite order. Among

h is ingenious inventions was that of a

machine for tranfplanting full grown

trees .

Claude F raafoirM emfi rier , a jefuit and

p rofound erudit
,
d ifplayed very uncom

mon powers ofmemory. When Chrif
tina of Sweden palled through Lyons,
{h e caufed write and pronounce 300

words, the inoli whimfi cal that coul d

be imagined : and Meneftrier repeated

them all
,
fi rft in the written order

,
and

then in any order agreeable to the com

pany.

j acguer Stella , a celebrated painter,

palfed great part of his l ife at Rome.

On account of his wel l known probity,
a quarter of that c ity was entrufi ed to

his care . Having refufed to open the

gate to a troop of debauchees at an

untimely hour, he was fentenced to a

long imprifonment on the evidence of

wretches
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C HAP. VII.

FROM LY ON S TO AV I GN ON .
“

F ed. As the coche d’eau was de ;
tained by the flooded {late of the river,
we bargained with a voiturin

, at the

rate of fifteen {bil lings a place ; and he

engaged to convey us in his coach to

Avignon in fou r days, and not to admi t

more than four paffengers. The d if

tance is reckoned forty- eight leagues.
Monfi cur de S with whomwe had
contract ed an acquaintance at the table

d’hote
,
very obligingly agreed to keep

u s company, though his fi rl
‘
t intention

,

was to have waited for the barge. Th is

young gentleman
, who had travel led in

England , j oined to a various and eafy

converfation a molt engaging and nu
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affected politenefs. In the courfe of

thefe journies I have more than once
‘

regretted that there fhould be fo l ittl e

reciprocation of manner between th e

French and Britifh . By mu tual con

eellions and mu tual ad0ptions, the cha

raé
’
térs of both m ight be affim ilated and

rendered tru ly captivat ing.

We took our feats after breakfal’r
,

entrenched amon‘g huge bal es of goods
,

to which our trunks and p ortmanteau s

feemed as cock-boats to men of war .

Our
‘

condué
’
tor

,
with his long goad and

bafhaw countenance , fer his mu les off

at a hard trot ; bu t he and they qu ickly

fettled at a fober pace.

The {lone bridge , wh ich conneé
’
ts th e

popu lous vil lage of [a Gail/offers wi th

the ci ty
, prefents a fenflble conv ex rty to

the river
,
is 1 300 feet in length,

'

and

confi l
’
ts of twenty arches

,
bu t threatens

decay, and is total ly devoid of elegance .

M 4.
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La Guillotlere , f
’
trié’tly fpeaking, is

in the territory of Dauphiny, but has

been adjudged a dependency of the Li

onnois
,
upon the prrncrple that the river

flowed upon the other fide of i t.

It was in a walk adjoining to th is fub

urb
, that Marivau x had his myllerious

interview wi th a dwarfi lh old mam—r
.

One evening, in a coffee houfe , when

more u nfortunate than ufual .at play,’

his attentionwas attraéted by the pierc ing
eyes of a dim inu tive old man

,
whofe

countenance interel’ted him, and feemed

to invite to conv erfation. Perceiving
that Marivau x was on the point of ad

dreiling him
,
he made him a refpeéi ful

bow,
and qu i tted th e room. The nu

thor of Mar ianne dogged the fi ra-ngeq
to the walk

,
crolfed h is path as if by.

accident, and faluted him politely, with

ou t , however, ex torting a fingle fyllable,
or preventing his almof’t immediate dif

parition. Nex t day, after hav ing fru i t

lefsly
r
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ware ev en

flee [bat you inlerefi me
,
and float it will

one day depend uponyou ifelf
'

tobe conv inced

Iben, my dear M ariv aux—eontinue to

fi rv e your bonour . Believ e me, on tbe

word of a gentleman, wbatev er my fate

may be, 1 am determined to fi e you again

people begin to remark ur—I may no lon

g er be j i en upon tbc walk. Wi th thefe
words he abruptly broke off, leav ing the

'

anx ious inqu irer petrified with altonifh.

m ent . To no purpofe did he inqu ire

at all the inns, coffee-houfes, and places

of pub l ic refort—nobody had feen or

heard of fuch a perfon . The entertain
ing novelift l i ved forty years after this
fi ngular adventure, and maintained to

his
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his lafi hou r, that his diforder cou ld not

be pronounced mortal , u nti l the li ttl e

old gentleman of Lyons {hould make

earance .

Before proceed ing further, we were

joined by our fourth companion—a,

travell ing fouthward upon

F ondr, the fi rfi: poll from Ly.

ons,Monfleur de S and I fallied out, '

and commenced a fmart walk ; bu t a

fudden {hower induced us to enter a hu t

by theway-fide , Here we were pol itely

received by two damfels
,
plying the

dillaff. Spinning wheels are hardly

known in Dauphiny, wh ich , however,

is famous for its fine yarn.

Through St. Sympborien d
’

ozen
,
or

St . Sapborin, the fecond pol
’
t vil lage

,
and

noted for pof’t- alfes, wh ich trip n imbly

al ong. In cold latitudes
,
the long cared

animal degenerates, and feldo
/

m moves

with alacrity.
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The Gare, Upon which th is v i l lage

o thers employed in the man‘b
’

faaure of

paper and fword blades.

For nearly fifteen mi les, we
'

moved

on a rough uneven road
,
and over a

country abounding m hills and li ones
‘

i
yet producing the mu lberry, and enl i

v ened by the noble fi ream,
whofe abrupt

and wooded banks mull gratify every

lover of rural beau ty.

Every now
,
and then we paffed

carts, laden with bal es of cotton
,
from

Marfeilles, and defi ined to trav erfe
‘

the

kingdom to Rouen. The commodity rs

often reconveyed to the fouth in a ma

nufaé
'

tured (late .

P ray lookat tbalbou e
,
faid M . de S.

fbr it is [be dwelling of a nobleman. Na

roturier ir entitled to battlimentr ov er Ike

gateway . In faé
‘
t
,
had i t not been for

thefe faid battl ements
,
I {hould not have

dif’tinguifhed it, and cou ld not he lp ex

8 claiming,
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honoured with the privi lege of having
i ts citizens alfoc iated wi th fenators. As

the literati of old were babbling egotifi s,

we need not be furprifed that Martial

{hould notice this c ity wi th m uch feif

complacency.

F erlur babere meor , fi ram : 99 fame , libel/or,
Inter ale/m ar, pulcbra Vi ennakfuar.

The prefent wal ls are faid to defcribe

a circumference of four Englifh mi les.

Some aaiv ity is difplayed in themanud

faCture of fi lks, ratteens, and cu tlery
Wares. The Jere is repu ted to be peen-a

liarly adapted to the tempering of fi eel;

and the fword blades of
‘

the place have

acqu ired a reputation, though not pro-4

v erbial, l ike thofe of Toledo .

As the wai ter per‘empto
’ri ly refufed as

fi re for the bed- rooms
,
al leging there

was no timber in the houfe , and Mon-i :

fi eur de 8 fi rongly fufpeéi ed her

veracity
,
he flyly purloined fome fags

gote,
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gots , and bel lows into the bargain . Yet

.fuel hasbecome rare in Dauphiny , owing

to the intricacy and abfurdity of the

forefl: laws, wh ich , precifely in propor

tion to the i r i nt ri cacy and abfurdity,

have contribu ted to the general licence.

Where communit ies have a right of

c
‘
u tting

,
each individual has fnatched

what lay fi rfi in his way, regardlefs of

the wants of futurity ; and no tribunal

has been found hardy enough to enforce

regu lations which prefcribe to landholda

ers the comp l icated detai ls of managing
their forefi s

,
under th e molt grievous

penalties. A proprietor, who th ins his

forefi s at his pleafure , is l iable to have

the whole confifcated
,
and to a fi ne of

3ooo
' l ivres ; repetition of the act fub

j eas him to banilhment , and the bu rning

of his own trees, to death ! Nor is th is

the only province in France
,
where want

of timber begins to be ferioufly fe l t.

As the woods diminilh
,
and popu lation

and
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and manufaétures increafe , recourfemufi

be had, however reluctantly, to coal,
of which large magazines remain

'

yet

unopened .

Water
,
our nex t demand

,
was alfo

refuted—apparently from piqu e .

6t17 . Started abou t fou r o’clock in the

morning . As none of u s were mu ch dif

pofed tamely to forego the fimple lu x ury
of walh ing face and hands, I fuggel

’
te
‘

d

that we {hould run to the door
,
bawl ing

ou t aufi u—aufeu—fvz
‘
te de l

’

eau. The

fi ratagem fucceeded
,
and our camping/ant

attendant , fomewhat confufed in drefs

and m ind , climbed the flair in humble

trepidation, and brought along with

her a copious pai l of the cleanfing ele~ ~

ment.

Thi s ludicrous l ittle inc ident produced
no v ifible effect s upon our German,
whom i t was impoflible to fatiate with

fleep . Pul l ing ou t his night-cap, with

great compofure, he reclined his head

upon



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 78 FROM LYON S

t ry. On al ighting at the inn
,
we feated

ourfelves by the dining- room fi re“ in

company of the pofi -mafter o
‘

f Mon teli

mart and a French traveller . I was not

a l ittle furprifed to fi nd them warmly

engaged in political difcuflion. The tra
vel ler fupported the caufe of republ ican

ifm ; and the poll-mailer
,
after a feeble

defence of the monarch ical fyftem ,

changed the fubject of converfation .

Scarcely had we fécu red a roomwi th
three beds

,
when our ears were alfailed

by th irty or forty tongues ofpafi
'

engers;

jufi efcaped from the water diligence
'
of

Lyons . An ample fupper was fpeedily
provided : but how all were accommo-l

dated during the night
,
is a problem

which I cannot folve.

7 tb. Light dawned as we approached

Tain
,
or Tbez

’

n
,
Tegna of the Romans,

a l i ttle town
, pleafantly feated at the bot

tom of the herm i tage- h il l , celebrated

for its wine. The foil
, formed of de

compofed
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ISbellowed upon the choice and manage

ment of th e vine . A more funny ex

th e oppofi te fide of the river

he ca‘te- ro’tie. Thefe W i nes colt

three to four l ivres a bottl e upon

ot. Abou t fev en hundred hogf

of the herm i tage are produced

yearly . At Tain are the ru ins of an old

cattl e, wh il e directly Oppofi te {lands the

fweet fmall town of Tournon
,
on the de

clivity of a hil l
,
and defended by a tur

retted 'fort, planted upon an ifland . In

fpite ,of the rawnefs of the morning
,
I

felt no final! fatisfaétion in contemplating

the mol’t romantic points of view we

have hitherto feen in Dauphiny Yet

the river, wi th its rocky and hil ly banks,
and houfes, chu rches, or decayed cha

teans fprinkled among the vines
,
confli

N 2 tute
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tu te the lead ing features of the landfcape

from Lyons to Avignon.

In th is diftriét a few of the lime-ki lns

are l ined with a hard black bafalt,wh ich
foon vitrifi es into a fmooth h omogeneous

coating. This contrivanc e is ftill more

common, I am informed , in the V i va

rais. Shou ld i t not be adopted where

ever the materials can be eafi ly procured ?

Crofied the [fi re in a boat managed

by the moveable pu l ley—a convenient

contrivance, though not always fafe, and

frequent Upon the large rivers in F rance
,

efpecially where their rap idity precludes

the bu ild ing of a b ridge . The Ifére,
a rapid and muddy fi ream, rifes in the

Alps
, t

'

raverfes Dauphiny, and j oins the

Rhone three m i les above Valence. It

is the [j am of the antients, and is thus

charaéterized by Lu can

—2 g i gut-git: dung.
I’er tam walla /Et a, f arms mqj on r m amman

Lap/i d, ad .zguoraa: nomm mmpermltt «714m.N
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of his highnefs
’

s immed iate offspring ?

or why , for ever
,
folemnly prac

tice Upon the ignorance of the peo

ple ?

As our mu leteer was impatient to pro :

ceed, we had l ittl e leifure to ex am ine

either the upper or lower half of th e

town. The {treets appeared to be nar

row and dirty. St. John’

s chu rch has

an air of antiqu ity
,
and palres for the

remain of a Roman pantheon. The

univ erli ty is faid to be greatly on the

decl ine.

V alence is famous for its counc ils
,
and

infamous for the breaking of fmugglers

Upon the wheel .

Litt le worthy of remark occu rred in
the courfe of our nex t fi age—to P ail/q/ é ,
Umbenno of the i t ineraries

,
now a fhabby

v il lage . From th is to L’

oriol
,
or Laurie],

we travel led in the dark
,
palling the

Drama upon a bridge.

Lauriol
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Laur
‘

iol is a m iferable townlet,wi th

a ru ined caltle
,
and placed at the bot

tom ofa hil l . notgold tbczt glittcrr.

We drove to
'

the fign of the chariot f or .

Our fupper confi fi ed of a {bou lder of

mu tton and eggs—Caro, a half llarved

dog
, had paid hi s refpect s to th e form er ;

were far from recent. Monfi eur de 3

in a
' dark '

pafl
'

age , encountered an abbé

and a female fri end . At a l ittle dil’tance,

he had taken them for thieves
,

and

opened his table knife with fome trep ida

fuch a repulfi v e afpeét , that we took

polfefi i on of a room with fou r beds, and

barricaded the door.

8th.
~At fou r o ’c lock , the hoarfe voice

of ou r cond uctor fummoned us to de

Ou refuming our j ourney we found

the road confiderably improved , and

frequently l ined with walnu t or mul

berry
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berry trees. The chefnu t and fig are

alfo common
,

and acceflible to every

paffenger. Rice was formerly cu lt ivated

with fuccefs, but was abandoned on ac :

count of the nox ious e x halat ions from
the flooded grounds. In warm coun
tries

,
the fea- coafi lhould be preferred

for the cu l ture of this invaluable gram,

ex perience having proved that thewater,
near the tea, may be foo ner l et off, and

,

wi thou t any prejudice to the heal th of

the inhabitants . Might not th e moun-
g

tain fpec ies, whi ch requires l i ttl e or no

flooding, be advantageoufly introduc ed

into the rotations of cropin fou thern

Eu rope i Mo ll of th e v ineyards are in,

clofed, but the grain fields
,

and
‘even

orchards, are defi itute of fences.

The fharpnefs of the air and the plea
fi ng variety of landfcape had fo qu ick
cned our pace, and d il’traéted our atten

tion, that we left the coach far beh ind,
and found ourfelves hard upon Monte/i

mar ,
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hung bells, and a temple to a certain

Goddefs, whofe ri tes are performed in

France wi th littl e regard to decorum .

The great ones who have pafi
'

ed th is

way, and {topped
‘

at the inn, have thei r

names blazoned upon the flair- cafe ”

j ofeph II . and the Comte d
’

Artois be ing

the molt confpicuous in the lift.

As we wai ted dinner, Major R.

‘
of

the Laufanne m i l itia, unex pectedly and

very agreeably furprifed u s—and, as he

was pofting, gave u s frefh accounts of
our Swifs friends. At table

,
we natu

ral ly relax ed into m erriment
, and even

the G erman deigned to fm ile.

maj or purfued his folitary j ourney to

Provence, and our party fol lowed- Jam el

peg/[bur ceqzzir .

We were fenfible of a confiderable

defcent in the cou rfe of a few m i les .

The u armth of the afternoon
,
c lear fun

fii ine , and brown complex ions admo

nilhed us of our lat i tude . Sau lfure has

remarked
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remarked that the botanif’t from th e

getable products of fouthern cl imes, fuch

as the j udas- tree, pomegranate, laven

der
,
Sec . Thefe , he obferves, are moltly

found upon calcareous rock , for del icate

p lants «and evergreens refi ll the cold bet

ter on d ry {tony fi tuations than in hot

toms or argi l laceous earths. Another

indication of a warm lati tude
,
according

to naturalifi s, is the blacknefs of the

hogs . Perhaps I m ight add a t hird—the
broad brimed beavers and {hort petti

coats of the women
,
the former for the

fake of lh ade, and the latter for cool

nefs . This coltume is not qu i te agree

able to our notions of clafli cal elegance
,

and our dreams of Arcadian lh epherd

d i es are at an end
,
when we obfervc

thefe ru llic damfels picking upthe dung

of horfes upon the h igh -way, for fuel.

Bu lfon, l ike a patriot philofopher, grave

ly remarks that the fmoke of this ex

cre
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cremcn titious matter m ight be converted

into fal- amoniac .

Through Donz erre, a petty bourg, at

the foot of a hill
,
famous for its wines.

It gives the ti tl e of prince to the hifi mp
of V iviers, who form erly had his m int

in the fi reet li ill cal led l ’arg enterc
‘

e.

Here the country Opens into a plain ,

{ki t ted on the eall , by the l ower h il ls of

Dauphiny, and to thewell by the Rhone ,

beyond which rife the mountains of

Langu edoc . In th e m idflof th is plain
,

whofe foil feems to be a m ix ture of fand

and quartiy pebbles, rifes a folitary cal

earcons rock with a flat top
,
impendi ng

over the nex t fmail town in our way,

P ierre- latte
,
wh ich is the fame as P ierre

large. This place
,
too

,
is furrounded

by puny wal ls, and has a fi ngu lar af

pcét . Some of the neighbouring far

mers cu l tivate madder f bu t this crop

fucceeds better a l i ttle further fouth .

Slep t
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clouds of duft as confined us to the

coach . Over a portion of the 00mm!

Venagfi fl, included
' between Dauphiny

and the principal i ty of Orange . Many

of the o l ive trees
,
ki l led by the late frofi s ,

e x hibited a m elancholy fpeétacle . In

ordinary winters they preferv e thei r ven

dure
,
and

,
even when attacked by the

frof
’
t
,
wi l l fend uplhoots from the roots,

by wh ich means t runcheons are cailly

obtained for frelh p lantati ons. The fort

mofily cu l tivated in the fouth of France

is the long leaved ' variety of 01m Eu

t apwa . A fat foil imparts .lux u riance to

the tree
,
bu t the befi fru i t and

‘ oil are

produced upon l ight, and efpecially cal

earcons grounds. G rain is nowife in

ju red by its fhade, and th e fal len fru i t

affords fuffi cient manure.

Through F ialen, a large vi l lage
, wi th

a priory, and fome hlk manufaétu res.

Merely gazed , en pallant
,
upon th e

triumphed arch , c ircus, aqueduct , baths,
and
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add temple of Orange. Our mu l etee r,

in the world
,
and who had imbibed all

the obl’tinacy ofhis dai ly affociates,wou ld

not make this place a fi age , for i t did

not fu i t his arrangements. Imul’t , there

leave to refer the curious to

s
’

s e x c ellent
'

account of, the tri

umphal arch
,
in the 2 6th volume of

tion; and Belle: Leiz‘rer, to Father Bona

and to the fecond volum e ofSwinburne’s

travels in Spain. Orange is the Area

of anc ient writers . Theffa‘v arz
'

occupied

that dil’t rié’t of Narbonnefe Gau l com

prehended between Provence and Dau

phiny , on the 'left bank of the Rhone
,

from ' the Durance to the Drome . The

o ther epithet refers to the foundation of

a co lony ofveterans of the fecond l egion
,

under the aufpiccs of Ju lius Cazfar, in
the
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the year of Rome 708 . Hence alfo the

delignation Chlom
'

a j ulia Secmza
'
arzorum.

C icero
’

s mother was a native ofAraufio .

Though greatly fal len fr
'

om its former

grandeur, Orange is the feat of a biflwp,
and of an u niverfi ty hands in a plain

fertile in wine, corn, and fafi
'

ron, at

th ree m i les from the Rhone
, watered

by the l impid rivu lets of Ega n and

M aincr, and drives fome trafi c in hlk.

Several of the c hu rches and monafi eries

were demolifhed or defaced by the rage '

of the reformers. The town and its

fmall princ ipal i ty long acknowl edged the

fovereignty of the houfe of Nafi
‘

au , but

were ceded to F rance by the treaty of

Utrecht .

Between Orange and Coartbezon, a

d iltance of only three m il es, the country
is reckoned unfru itfu l , and abounds with

thofe quar tzy pebbles, rounded by at

trition, which are fo prevalent in the

whole valley of the Rhone.
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decayed afpeé
’

t, once the gay
refidence of Pope Urban V . and (ti l l

marked by a few towers of his palace,
fpared by the pride or p ity of the Cal

v inif’ts.

The fpires and battlements of Ao ig
frowning in the twi l ight, formed

the folemn te rmination of our j ourney.



( t%

Cfi An a

AV I GNON .

Prm
‘

v
,
Strabo, and othersflightly take

'

notice of Av em
'

o
,
or Av em

'

o Ctzvarum,

‘

as one of theflourifhing colonies ofNar

bonefe Gau l . The Burgund ians wrefi ed

i t
'

from the Romans, the Franks from

the
’

Bu
'

rgundians, th e Saracens from th e

F ranks, and Charles Martel from th e

Saracens. It afterwards acknowl edged ,
'

though with partial interruptions, the

Tovereignty of the Counts of Toul‘oufe

an
‘
d Provence

,
t i ll 1 348 , when Pope

Clement V I. purchafed i t ofJane, Q een

of Sic i ly, for the fum of flqéins.

The cl imate of th is c ityfeems to par

take of the
'

inconfi ancy of its poli tical

fate . The average heat of the year, in

d eed , is reckoned 54. of Fahrenheit’s

1 0 2 ther
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thermometer, and the mean quantity of

rain 2 0 inches ; the breezes from the

fou th , though , fometimes, infuiferably
hot

,
are genial and Warm ; the air is,

for the moft part
,
dry

,
and the ihy fel

dom obfcured . But the bize from the

north or north- eafi , and the cm , i qr

mag/3m ], from any .of the points between

north-weft, and fou th—wefi , efpecially

foom north-weft, and by north
,

.

fweep

the plain with cold and
,
v iolence . . ,When

Auguftus, du ring his refi dence in Gau l,
confecrated an al tar to the Circian Wind,
did he mean to propitiate its furywor

folemnly ,
atteft his grati tude .for'

_
thofe

item
,
bu t falu tary gal es, which ,when

they wafte the fru its-of the earth, may
.d iHipate the feeds of languormdifeafg ,

and death ? Howe ver th is mayibe, gas

Avignon fi ands at the narrow end of a

great funnel , we need not be furprii ed

that anc ient and . modern obfervation

fhould concu r in attefi ing the c i tnpetn

ofi ty of the blafi s to which i t 18 lnCl
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Hence the Comtat V enaiflin is not wholq

ly ex empt from the rigor of
/

a northern

winter. The Rhone very lately, not-s

withi’tanding its breadth and rapidity,
adm itted the palfage of l oaded carts, the

mercu ry in Re
'

aumur
’

s thermometer fel l

to 1 2 below zero , and not only ol ive

trees, bu t more hardy vegetable produ c

t ions perifhed . The cold of 17 76 was

more intenfe, though lefe durable and
,

in the win ter, I 754 5 , the thermometer

indicated 2 2 under zero.

To compenfate thefe inequal ities of

t emperature, Avignon enj oys an airy

and delightfu l p lain
,
16 mi les in length ,

and 9 in breadth , bounded , on the north,
by Dauphiny and the principality of

Orange
,
on the eafi; by a chain ofmoung

tains, on the fou th
,
by part of the fame

chain and the river Durance
,
and

,
on the

well, by the Rhone. Though the foil

{kirt ing the latter be rather poor and

flony, the
‘

greatef
’
t proportion of this le t

rel
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yel country is fertil e of rye
,
barley,

wheat, fafi
'

ron
,
madder, fi lk,wine, and

oil. The farmers are averfe to the cul

ture of oats
,
flax

,
and hemp

,
and pre

fer fown clover and lucern to the fponta

neons graffes.

“Withou t the wal l , and oppoli te to

SarteZq/ Z
’

,
once rofe a

‘ temple, of beau

tifu l marble, to Diana. For fome time

it was ufed as a powder-magazine, but

being fi ruck with l ightning on the 2 9th

ofAnguft, 1 650 , i t was blown up, and

the {battered fragments difperfed in the

town and river.

The c ity-wal l , conflrué’ted of fi ne

free Prone, flanked, at diltances, with

fquare towers, and topped with battl e

m ents, appears beau tifu l ly regu lar
,
but

is a wal l of parade or pol ice
,
and not of

defence . In vain d id its founder
,
In

nocent VI. u rge its complet i on
,
in

v ain did he l evy 4ooo Italians, and

preach an elegant crufade againfi Cer

o 4 volle
,
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volle
,
a l eader of banditti -the infal lible

pontiff fubmitted to treat the daring free

booter with a fumptuous repaft and.

crowns ! The fou th fi de of th e

wal l is the lcal’t folid and elegant, and

now begins to crumble. On the north ,
‘

the line of bu i ld ing is interrupted by

the Domr, the bold projeétion of a cal-3

earcons rock
,
on which

.

is feated the

papal palace . The al leys along the river,
formed by rows of elms

,
are the fum

m er promenade, whilft thofe of the fou th

fi de are mofi frequ ented in winter. The

enti re circu it may meafure three Eu

glilh m i les—but much fpace is afligned

to religious bu i ldings, gardens, and hf)

tels—and
,
if we may credit common

report
,
the number of inhabitants has,

wi thin thefe th irty years, gradual ly de

c reafed from 2 to V ery

different is the pi€ture of th e ferand Eu

bylon ex hibited by Petrarch : bu t, in
'

his

day, the city had not recovered from

the
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tance, and efpecially by moonl ight, the

cafi ellated wal l and venerable fpires give

to the place an air of piCturefque fo

lemnity ; yet, fo far as I recollect, not

one fquare or range of bui lding deferves

to be noted for elegance or grandeu r.

A lthough the town
’

s revenue be very

confiderable
,
not a publ ic lamp illumi

nates the maze of darknefs—aud even

the protefiant, bewildered in fome fo

litary lane, hails with feel ings of com-e

placency a firaggling image of the VIP

gin, {luck upon awal l , and diltingu i fhed
by a forry lantern. A fcanty popula

tion, frequent and high winds, and fue

ceflive weeks of bright fun- th ine are
,

doubtlefs
,
highly favourable to the pro

motion of cleanlinefs within and with-r

out the gates ; but , as the c itizens feem

to be l ittle fenfible of thefe advantages,
the Rhone occafionally indulges them
in a general ablution. It is even re ,

corded that, in 1 342 , the Ptreets were na

v igated
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v igat'ed 3by boats . If fo, the
'

Durauce

a confi derable ex tent of country . A

folid wharf, for the accommodation of

fmall craft, and a prolonged fubfiantial

embankment of Rome now prove cifec

tual barri ers againf
’
t fimilar encroach

ments. In fome other refpef
’
ts, too, the

v igi lance of the pol ice is entitled to com

mendation. A magili rate is always ins

wait ing to l iften to complaints preferred

by citizens or fi rangers, and corn, pur
chafed in years of plenty

,
is
,
in times

of dearth , idif
’
tributed at prime colt, from

the public granary. The propriety Of

fi x ing the tarifs of the more ordinary

marketable commodities
,
may be quef

t ioned, but the pract ice originates in

good intent ion, and fo diftinCtly are the

cu rrent rates of each article ex h ibited,

(ha;bewho run: may read.
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The palace, a malfy pi le, but devoid
of elegance, was founded by Bened ic‘i

XII. and rofe, in fpite of the letters and

fonnets of Petrarch . Within its pre

cinCts the vice legat e {ti l l retainsa few

apartments and the {hadow of a court.

One of the lower hal ls, referv ed for an

arfenal, contains 4000 {land of arms,
various coats of mai l, and obfolete wea

pons of attack and defence. Another

low chamber ferves as a corps de garde,
and is occup ied by foo Swifs, habited

more like parrots than men, and hired

to move as gaudy pageants in the train

of delegated power. Molt of the Wain

fcoting of the jufi ice- hal l and th e cedar

of the chapel have been torn down for

fuel but the papal chai r is {ti l l remarked

by its elevation above that of the car

dinals; Little elfe than the form of the
'

conclave can nowbe traced.

There are various concealments in

the thicknefs of the wal ls
, and fubterra

neous
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The cathedral , which fi ands With in

the wal ls of the palace, upon the fi tc‘, i t

is al leged , of an ancient temple dedicated

to Hercu les, prefents l ittle worthy of

remark
,
if we ex cept fome rich and de

corated chapels , a fi lv er altar
,

'

and a few
paintings by one of the M ignards. In

the chapel ofNotreDame de Cbapelet, is

difplayed the magnificent tomb of Pope

John XXII. who d ied 1 334. On the

9th of March , 1 759, when .the body
was removed into its prefent receptacle,
i t was {till entire

,
and meafured fi ve

feet—the arms and the hands, the latter

covered with
'

white fatin g loves, were
c rofl

'

ed over the heart—a large golden

ring containing a

'

fapphire, adhered to

the fi nger—the body '

was wrapped in

tuni c of purple {i lk—that in amample
'

cope, fi rewed with pearls-e - and that

again in the lugubrious pall l When
h is holinefs religned h is - breathptlrere

wefe, doubtlefs, many fons and daugh

ters
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ters of poverty to whom the fum e x

pended upon thefe unmeaning trappings

tof the grave wou ld have adminiltered

rel ief. The charact er of John XXII

Was not lefs complex and bizarre than

th is his lalt coflume. He heard mafs

almoft every day, rofe at night to Rudy
and ’to prayer, publilh ed m ed ical trea
tifes

,
and was eafily acceflible to fuch of

the faithfu l as demanded an audience ;
but hebel ieved in the abfurdities ofm

v oétage and th e incantations of demons,
delighted to amafs weal th from prolong

ing vacancies in the eccleflaftical depart

ments, conflrufi ed tables of the prices
'

of crimes, and, with de x terous artifi ce
,

cou ld infi igate and al lay the fury of a

c rufade
,
and enforce or retraé’t a dogma

,

as fuited the views of his chimerical and

fi ck le pol icy. A rec ent c refi’tion has

alfo re- placed the decayed monument of
Benedict X II. He introduced the ufe

of the t iara, and honeit catholics believe

8 that
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that he performed miracles after his

death. Certain i t is, that previou s to

hi s departure, he was gifted with no fu

pernatural powers, and was confc ious

ofhis own inferiority of intelleCt . When
apprized of his eleétion, ,

he told the car

dinals that their choice had fal l en upon

an afs—the only proof, i t has been
wickedly obferv ed

, that ever he gave of
a found judgment. The Ration

of the Doms fronts the grey and fom-t

brous rocks of V i l leneuve, whilfi rude
and age

~worn towers, the fi lence of for;
faken chambers, occafi onally brokenby
the whifi ling of the blal’t

,
the tol l ing of

the great bell , or the chanting of aged

priefi s, awaken emotions of melancholy

grandeur 4"

There is a curiofi ty connecfl
'

ed with

fentiment which few negleé
’
t to gratify,

when gratifi cation is attainable . So
,

from the rock of contemplation
,
I de

fcended to the church of the mu mof St.

C laire,
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and gentlenefs breathed around her, and

thefe (o pure, and happi ly attempereds

as to enchain every beholder in fenti

ments of virtue ; for Lau ra was chaf
’
tc

as the dew- drop of the morn At fi x

o’clock in the morning, and al
'

fo upon

the 6th of Apri l
,
this beau tifu l lady

breathed her laf’t . It is diflicult to t e-s

j eci this romantic coincidence of dates.

But {hal l we ,
alfo bel ieve that her depar

ture was announced to Petrarch , in a

dream ,
wi th the fame accu racy as that

ofhis friend, the amiablebifhopofLom

bez ? If the fenfibility of the poet, trem

blingly al ive to gloomy anticipation
,
fre

quently conjured up, in his waking
hou rs, feenes of tender and fatal fepara

tion
,
the fame dark piéture m ight flit

before him in v ili ons of the hight, and

the dying form of her he loved
,
whofe

del icate confi itution cou ld i l l fuflain the

prelfure of domeflic aflliétions, m ight

invade his repofe. Or
,
he m ight fancy

dreams
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drea
‘

ms wh ich never occurred, or give

to thofe wh ich did the colouring of real

incident.

My nex t v ifi t was to the church of

the Cordeliers, a large and fimple ed i

fi ce of fine heWn Prone. Under its bold

vaul ted roof
,
unfupported by pi llars, are

feen the confpicuous monuments of F 0

lara
’

,
th e celebrated commentator ofP0

lybius, of the ant i- pope Mahala; V. and

of the brave dc Grille”. But an obfcure

unadorned Prone, hardlyr to be d il
’
tin

guithed from the floor, 1ndicates the re

mains of Laura, and forcibly recal ls the

pathetic truth—that to ibir complex ion

we nflcome at Without repeating
the circu

‘

mfi ances relative to the difcm

v ery of th is humble tomb, the fuppofed

verfes of Petrarch contained in the

leaden box , and the wel l-known l ines

of Franc is I. i t may fuflice to remark

that the native fimplicity of the narrow

houfe is more fuitable than the pomp of

P 2 marble
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marble to that beauty and virtue which

fhunned the glare of day, and wil l l ive

for ever in the impaflioned {trains of

their faithfu l admirer.

The convent of Celeftins, a fpacious
'

fquare, with covered gal leries, and an

ample garden
, was founded by Charles

V I. of France
, who l ived too long, {i nce

he furvived his réafon. This fi ately
bu i lding is at prefent tenanted only by
a few old m onks, and is tobe fuppreffed

on their demife . M eanwhil e, their

venerable forms, flowly moving in the

court or paffages, fadden the featu res of

decay which charafi erize th is papal c it y.
As they feem to confi itu te an harmo

nious fam ily
,
perhaps the greateli: enrfe

that cou ld be pronounced upon any one

of themwou ld be ultimmfi torum

In the choir of their chu rch fi ands the

monument of the anti -pope Clement VII.
whillt the tomb of St . Em ce e: fi gu re s in
the nave . The lives of popes and an ti

popes
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The abbe
'

A who favoured me with

this intel l igence, concluded in his fly
way, that fuch was the received tradi
tion

,
but that he cou ld not vouch for

all the particu lars. And God forbid ,
my dear abbé, that I {hould cal l for

your vouchers. Bu t i t may be proper
t
o hint to amateurs in Romifh miracles,
that the above recital is brevity and mo

def’ty, compared wi th the nut/remit record

which Sebaflian Cafi rucc i details in the

fulnefs of fai th , and with c ircumfi ances

fomewhat differing from thofe jufl: men-

1

tioned . H is preamble is too precious

to bear tranflation. In gu tyt
’

o armo fa

comminciata la fabrica dc! pani c d
’

d

w
’

gnone .ria
’

l Rodzmo
,
opera/2 1? l

’

g
'

fi
'
oria n

’

é

altretanlo mm quanta con

v im rfi rz

’

rla comefi m emmente é de/crz
'

tta

in lo proceflo autefltico def/a cittd
, fatlo in

from: dc] v ero l
’

amzamade zmo.

The bridge, whatever may have been
its origin, now prefents the ruined frag

ments



ments of three and twenty arches, which

once Oppofed th e cu rve of a large circ l e

to the rapidity of the fi ream . A dif

pu te having arifen between Innocent X .

and Lou is X IV . refpeé
’
t ing the property

of the paffage , no tol l was ex aé’ted, and

the fabric fufl
'

ered dilapidation withou t

repair. As a confiderable ifland, part of

which is cal led P iaf and the other [as

Bangle/ c , nowdivides the river into two
branches

, a new and m ore permanent

communication might be eflefi ed from

this quarte r of the Comtat into Langu e

doc . Beneze t
’
s chapel

,
in which he

was original ly interred , proj ects from

one of the fi arlings. When his remains

were threatened with a v ifi tation from

the river in 1 674, they were removed

entire, according to fome, andpetryfea’,
ac cording to others. This latter fpecies

of aporheoli s was not unfuitable to the

founder of a bridge.

P 4
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The convent of Celeftin
'

s likewife

contains a hideous produél ion of the

penci l of René, th e ingenious and be

nevolent
,
but eccentric and too gal lant

Count of Anj ou. The reprefentation is

that of his favourite m ifi refs, as he took
her from the grave

,
when half confumed

by worms !

The church of the Dominicans has a

noble vau l ted roof, the plai’ter ciel ing
of which perfect ly refemble s freeze-Prone.

Its baldachin is, likewife, much admired .

N ear this church is the chapel of

theWhite P cnitentr , embellifhedwi th fi x
adm i red paint ings of Peter M'ignard .

Fleury feems to afcribe the origin of

th e penitentiary fraterniti es in Italy and

the fou th of France, to a tribe of wan

dering Scots, who , in 1 398 , moved in

procefi i on, wrapped in l inen facks, with

large hoods covering the face
,
and wear

ing crofl
'

es compofed of brick- duff,
blood, and oi l . Their ex ample difi

‘

ufed

a rage



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 1 8 AV IGNON .

to their importunate clamours, and the

object of his mercy paffed the refi of his

days free from reproach .

The univerfi ty, originally foundedby
the Counts of Provence, but eftablifhed

and endowed 1 303 , by Boniface V III.

has dwind led into a pal try fchoolof theo

logy ; and th e college of the Jefuits,
once fo renowned, has {hat ed in theme

rited wreck of the order.

The three hofpitals are maintained

ch iefly at the public ex pence. The la~

zaretto of St. Roe/3
, withou t . the wal ls,

the defi ined receptacle of thofe infeé’ted

wi th the plagu e, has been allowed to

crumble. Thrice in the fame century

was Avignon v ifi ted wi th peli ilence.
’

That of 1 334 appears to hav e differed

material ly from the ordinary plagu e,
and was afcribed to the e x treme heat

and drought of the feafon. The {kin

came off in fcales
,
and the people

,
{truck

with a temporary frenzy
,
run along the

fi reets
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fi lt ers, fcourging themfelv eswith whips.

More fatal was the contagion of r348 ,

when Lau ra yielded to its rage . An

hundred and twenty thoufand inhabi

tants are faid to have perifhed in three

m onths—a fi atement which feems to be

as much ex aggerated as that of the hun

d red thoufand fludents attracted to the

place fi x ‘years before by the munifi cenc-e

and invitation of C lement V I. This

pontiff" remained {hu t Up in his apart

m ents, which were pu rpofely heated by

large fi res, and efcaped infect ion. Had

i t been remarked at that period that the

ex tremes of heat and cold are al ike ad

verfc to the propagation of th is dreadful

malady ? If the latter be conneéted

with pu tridity, a certain degree of' heat

and moilture may be neceffary to its

diffufion ; and when the heat becomes

intenfe , the requ iflte hum id ity may be

d eflr
‘
oyed. Thin flices and fhreds of

rawmeat are preferved in tropical coun
In“
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tri es by mere ex pofure to the fun
’

s rays,
and a pope in Eu rope may , perhaps, be

guarded from contagion by retiring into

a hot-houfe .

When carefu l of his own perfon, Cle

m ent was not unm indfu l of the interelts

of his people. Like a kind paftor, he

au thorized every priel
’
t to grant

’

abfolu

t ion and plenary indu lgence to the fick,
recompenfed the attendanc e of phyfi

c ians and nurfes
,

and pu rchafed .the

cbampfleuri , a large fi eld
,
for the recep~

tion of the dead . In 1 362 ,

including nine card inals, one hundred

bilhops, and many officers attached to

the papal cou rt, were carried off between

the 2 9th ofMarch
, and the 2 5 th of j u ly.

Lafi ly , the p lagu e of Marfeilles ex

tended to Avignon, and
,
in fpite of th e

piou s and intrepid ferv ices of Bilhop

Achards, deprived i t of imbabi

tants. From th is blow i t has not yet

recovered . Indolence
,
langu or, and de

folation
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c ivi l matters, an appeal is competent

from his tribunal to the court of Rome.

In v i i tue of an ex tenfion of his commif

fion
,
granted by the pope

,
and confi rmed

by letters patent, regili ered in the par

liaments of the refpeé
’
tive dil‘tric

‘
t s, he is

al lowed to ex ercife fpiritual j urifdié
’
tion

in the ecclefiaftical pro vinces ofV i enne,
Aries

,
Narbonne, and Embrun but

mu li prev ioufly declare in wri ting ,
that

he wi ll , in no ways
,
infringe the liber

t ies of the Gal l ican church . The trif~

ling revenue accru ing to the Pope from

church preferments in th is difi rict is ex

pended upon the fpot , and his govern

ment is adminil’tered with laudable mo

derat ion.

The beau ty of the Av ignonnaifcs is

nearly as proverbial as that of the Len

reg/bin win/yer, and wou ld be fo -with

more reafon
,
cou ld the fair citizens ufe

rouge wit/your abzffing it. Some of the

more monk/3 prefer a daily agrémcfzq,

wh ich
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which they are confident gives to th e

complex ion tin colorirflair ft (mime.

The blooming helpmate of an apothecary

to ld me fans facon that {he confi dered

hearing mafs and taking a lavement as

indifpenfible duties. But her advice

The trave l ler who tarries at Av ignon
,

may ex pect to enj oy the pleafure of a

fine day, and of delightfu l profpeéi s ;
bu t wil l be fortunate indeed

,
if he can

fuperadd thofe of virtuous and confiden

tial foc iety. F ar be i t from me to pafa

unqual ifi ed and indifcriminate fi rié’tures

Upon any
’

community ; and among the

thoufands, who fi ill refide with in th e

papal wal ls, I ihould be grieved to th ink

that honel’ty is an empty name. Yet

perfonal intercourfe has concurred with

the unbiafl
'

ed reprefentations of indiv i

duals in eftablilhing th e deplorable faét,
that amidft th e frequent repetitions of

the folemn fummons to offi ces of devo

t ion,
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tion real or feigned bigotry, fneaking
finefie, and difregard to truth, reign tri

umphant . Thus, too , is Rome -a we l l

known feat of atheifm and chicane

and thus i t wi l l ever be, when idlenefs
takes place of induf

’
try, when rewards

are held ou t to unworthy compl iances

and tal ents for intrigu e, when the ac

commodations of confeflion and abfolu

tion are of eafy ac cefs, when phantoms

are fubl’tituted for real ities; and a childilh

mummery for the love of God and of

our fellow-men .
—We/l

, faid a fenliblé

and affect ionate friend , you bow to pqfi

j ome monlbr at Av ignon, twbicbflickers:

due proportion of monk: and clergy . I

fi ua
’
ied t/oere myfi fi; and (mi no fi rn er

to tbe cloam éfer of the inbobilantr~ B c~

ware af fi rming ifltimacier, and

1502 [be Cat/J olie: are tberc tbc j EWS .

The point of this parting ex hortation

recurred with fmgular zel
’
t when, upon

9 a. fri
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amount of a bond of furety, wh ich , ow

ing to fom e flaw in the deed, he m ight

have evaded wi th impuni ty. He. .is

nearly reduced to poverty
,
but has ac

quired additional rcfpeé
’
t
,
and has pre

ferved his peace ofmind . H is brethren

here, to the number of fi ve or fi x hun

dred , are al lowed to l ive cooped up in a
feparate and ill ai red quarter of the town,
in confideration of repeated douceurs,
and upon condition that the men wear

orange or yel low hats
,

and the wo
men fiat caps

,
fluffed at the (i des. Yet

i t is general ly al lowed that they l ive

qu ietly, and that they are more ex emo
,

plary than thei r neighbours in the dif

charge of domel’tic du ties. Their modelt

inoEenfi ve deportment mu tt fenfibly af

feci every fee l ing m ind , and induce
l
i t

to fympathize wi th an unfortunate por

t ion of our fpec ies, fo long branded

with epithets of the vilc ii abufe
,
fo often

doomed to b leed at the lh rine of re lent-o

lefs fanatic ifm ,
fo often goaded by per
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fecution to grat ify the avarice or the

caprice of princes . Among Jews
,
no

doubt
,
may be found ufu rers, and men

of more acutenefs than de l icacy in th e

tranfaét ions of l ife
,
but

,
in a commer

c ial fi ate of fociety , u fnry ceafes to be

a crime
,
and they who {take thei r only

property at a m ore than ordinary t ilk
,

are wel l entitled to an advanced prem i

um. Depravi ty of the fenfe of honou r

is an almol
’
t necelfary confe

’

quence of

marked Opprobrium and invidious fe

gregation . Ceafe to fi igmatife a de

graded clafs of beings—admi t them to

t he equ al rights of humani ty
,
open to

the ir v i ew other profpeét s than thofe of

mere lofs and gain
,
and then cenfure

,

if you wi l l
,
thei r dereliétion of inte

grity. The flave {ti l l groans under the

fanétion of Eu ropean laws—the myriad

fi iades of Indians are unappeafed—muf
’
t

we alfo purfuc wi th infamy and fcorn

the haralfed remnants of a once dillin

guithed people ?
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F ROM AV IGN ON T O BA R E G E S.

i

,

j am 6t/o, 1 7 89. TH I S morning, after

an hour’s hard tugging, we eEeEted our

palfage acrofs the river
,
in 'fpite of a

flood and h
‘erce bize. Villeneuv e 18}

doc, a

'

i
'

fmall town ,

'

but feate'd . o
a
n

'
a

rocky fli ore , with forn
'

e large
'

de ta
'

chegl

bu i ld ings,
“

has an impofmg afpeél at
'

a

d if’tance. The old cali le, -

p
‘

erched ) on

M ont St . d na
’

ré
,
has been converted

into an hofpital for inval ids The con

v ent of Carthufians founded by Inno

cent XII , is a fpac ious edifice, richly

fiored wi th paintings and relics,
'
and

contains the monument ‘o f ita fodnder,

fomewhat defaced by the rage ‘of the t e
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offi cers of the papal court
—

{til l ex if’t in

this corner of Langu edoc .

As we wound flowly up h i ll , we l ei

fa t ely furv eyed Av ignon
,
and her plains,

the checquered fcenery of Dauphiny,

Montventou x towering to 6000 feet
,

and the diverfi fi ed afpeét of Provence.

No fooner had we gained the height
,

than the fore-ground appeared parched

and fomewhat difmal. The mu lberry

trees had juf
’
t been {tript of their fol iage

,

molt of the ol ive trees had perilh ed, and

confiderable traé’ts of land were until led
,

though fpontaneoufly producing the

evergreen and kermes oak
,
wi ld thyme

,

lavendar, and box wood . During fome

m i le s , we ,
could difcern few traces of

habitations, unti l we began to defcend

upon the Gordon, a fmall
,
but delightfu l

river, pure and azure as the {ky .under

which it flows. Rifing among the Cc

vennes, i t m ingles with the Rhone not

far, from Beaucaire
, walh ing down in

i ts
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its courfe th in fpangles of gold
, which

prac
'

tifed fearchers difcover in the fand .

The occUpation is by no means lucra
t ive, feldom y ielding more than 2 4. fols

a. day, and frequ ently lefs. Yet the

fame employment
,

obferves Buffon
,

wou ld have procu red a Roman twenty

fi ve times the value of his fubfi fi ence .

An increafed quantity of th is precious

metal is necefl
’

arily
f attended wi th its

depreciation . Before the difcov ery of

the new world
,
adds the eloqu ent hif

torian of natu re
,
there was real ly twenty

times lefs gold and fi lv er in Eu r0pe than

at prefent, but commod ities were pro

portionably cheaper . —1Vbat , tben ,
bane

'we gained by additional mil/ion: —Tbc

burz‘ben-

of tbcir weigbL
—Having croffed

the river in a wherry, we fi opt at [a

F orm , a poll-houfe, adj oining to the

V i l lage of Remonlinr

As our mu l es requ ired refi
,
and no

pofi -horfe
'

s cbuld be procured , I ré

Q _4 quefi cd
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quelled a l ight gu ide to accompany me

to the P ont da Card , and walked fmartly
abou t an Englifh m i l e and a half over

a fandy foi l . A t once the objeét of my
fearch li arted into view in the grandeu r

and beau ty of bold defign and elegant

proportion. \Vhat a noble remain of

an aquedué
’
t, which , winding in a courfe

of twenty- fi x m i les
,
conveyed water

from the fountains of Eu re and A iran,
n ear U fez

,
into the heart of Nifmes !

Conceive a triple bridge
,
of Tufeau ar

chiteéture , almoli entire , rifing majefi i

cal ly between two high and fi eep rocks,
which even the flood ‘ torrents have

fpared . The fquare maffes of wh ich

this fabric is compofed, confi f
’
t of porous

limel
’
tone

,
containing a curiou s variety

of marine bivalves, and fomewhat fret

ted by the rains and the blal’ts’of ages .

Some of them méafure 2 0 feet in

length , and are joined
,
not by cement,

but by iron bands. The undermofi

ti re



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 34. F ROM A V I GN ON

F ew fcenes have more delighted me

than the (baggy banks of the Garden,
fringed

.

wi th ol ive and wi ld fig- trees,-and

dil’tingu ilhcd by a grand
,
bu t eventfu l

,

memorial of the Roman name . Such

are the memorials which awaken our

early formed and magnanimous notions

of the genius and prowefs of a m ighty

people—wh ich tranfport us more feel

ingly than doe s the page of hil
’
tory to

days of patriotifm and deeds of v al our.

But our emotions—why dili
'

emble—arc

dafhed with fadnefs. Here the labou rs

of years were employed to divert fireams

from the fources of thei r native purity
,

to the fangu inary ex h ibitions of the am:

phitheatre , and there a tr iumpha‘l . arch

rofe upon the field of groans , to publilh

to diftant ages that Rome was the dif

turber of the world’s peace
, “
and the

bu tcher of countlefs thoufands. The

myriad hordes of the north at length

{hook her haughty empire, and l evel led
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i t with the dull—but empires have

emerged from her ru ins, and the (plen

did, bu t fatal d ream of national aggran

difement has ha-ralled the repofe of c i

vil foc iety .

My l ittl e c icerone al lowed me to me

di tate in fi lence—for, though a French

man
,
he cou ld fpeak on ly the patois

'

of

his province : but be procu red for me a

fketch of the bridge
,
the work ofa young

and rude p‘enci l
,
yet fufli c iently refem

bl ing to recall the obj ect at any diflance

of time . The fi oney h i l locks abou t Re

moul ins produce wine ofa fuperior qua

l iry to that of the neighbou ring plains.

Inequal ity of furface, it has been found,
is friendly to the v ine—Bacall”: amat

col/er. In dry ground
,
the grape y ields

lefs ju ice , but moreflavour—fmalll’tones
retain and t cflecl heat, and thus is the

fru i t more fpeedily and more perfeCtly
matured . Between th is and N ifmes,

the country is flat
, and mofi ly planted

with low ol ives.
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The celebrated fountain of Nemargli/r,
"

may juflify the etymology of Bu llet

arm (fur
-pairi ng) andfi lo (fource) though

the place probably ex illed before its

fountain had attraéted attenti on. The

leafi improbable account ' deduce‘s the

origin of this venerable ci ty from the

Phoc eans of Marfeilles, who, hemmed

within the narrow l im its of their fi rfi:

fettlemen t, co lon ized Orange, N ice, Ari

tibes, Tarragona, Sardinia, 8se . When
Fabius Max imu s reduced it

,
we find i t

defigned Nemazf/m ,
urbr Vol/2 0mm Z n

(pmicorum. If i t afterwards {book of

the yoke , i t was again reduced by Porn-

3

pey
,
and appears to have been governed '

by confuls, decemv irs, a fenate, ediles,
a company of decurions

, a quaz

o

fi or
, a

)

co l lege of priefi s, &c . In fubfequent

periods, i t was defi ined to be walled by~

th e barbarian invader
, and fi ained with;

the blood of the partifans of contending

fact ions . The monuments of its an

c ient



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


4 38 : F R O M AVIGN ON

the ufe of churches to the molt fober

and indullrious portion of the Ci ti zens ?

The revocatioii of the edict of Nantz

gave to the trade of this place a blow

wh ich i t has not yet recovered . The

only atonement that can nowbe made
’

to t he defcendants of the inju red, and

to the manes of the inju red themfelves,

is to grant unl im i ted toleration of opi

n ion
,
and the abol iti on of all veicatious

and unchrif
’
tian rel’traints.

The manufact ures of th is place are

ch iefly fi lks
,
hlk flockings

,
woollen .

cloths
,
and printed cottons. The fi lk

fi ockings are preferred even to thofe of

Lyons, yet are often flight. During
fome years

,
the annual ex portation of

this artic l e to Spain
,
was computed at

twenty fi ve thoufand dozen of pairs.

The number of frames in the t own is

from fev en to eight thoufand .

Among the many diflinguifhed per

(011 5 to whom N ifmes has given b irth ,
Domitim
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Domitian Afi r m ight be qu oted wi th

praife, as an em inent orator, and the

mafi er ofQ u inél ilian, had he not cou rted

the imperial favour by the molt abj ect

adu lation, and act ed the part of informer
'

under Tiberius, Cal igu la, and Nero.

The tal ents of Bron/Em, the lawyer,
cou ld not redeem him from the charge

of dark fanaticifm and daring zeal : but

furely, the cruelty of his punilh ment

was difprOportioned to his crimes. Amid

the ferment and intolerance of contend

ing parties, the m i ld charity recom

mended by Jefus is mu tual ly obl iterated.

Brou ll
'

on
,
however defirou s of pro

moting reform, fhould not have inili

gated the enem i es of his country, and

no chrifi ian magifi rate {hould have

countenanced the inhumani ty of break

ing an unhappy zealot al ive upon the

wheel , furrounding his fcalfold with a

double batallion, and drowning his lalt

words in the loud beating of drums.

Let
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Let u s quote a nob ler trait

conful of the ci ty, having received or.

ders from the cou rt to m alfacre all the

proteftants on the horrib le day i of S t!

Bartholomew,
dared to difobéy,1 con

voked the principal inhabitants of each

perfuafion, and caufed them to fwear to

l ive in am i ty and peace. ‘The abbe’

Cafaigne, though hooked into the ma

licious couplet of Defpre
’

au x
, was t e

pu ted a learned and not inelegant divine ;
and his tranflations of Sallult, and ofCi

cero’s treatife a
’
e Oratore, are mentioned

with commendation. j ean M oot
,

.am

bafl
‘

ador at the court of Portugal, int

duced tobacco into Europe. -Has he

benefi ted mankind ?—~ To the protefi ant

reader I need barely name forgave: Saa

h
'

zz
,
the fi rfi pu lp i t orator among the

French refugees in Holland . Superi or

to the i l l iberal dogmas of his age and

party, he delighted to ex ercife chari ty

to all. He was accufed of herefy, he
'

caufe
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Dined at Lane], a (mal l town, which

communicates by a navigable cut with

the Mediterranean. It is the birth-place
of F olqua

‘
,
ofwhom th e Englilh reader

may obtain fome cu rious notices in Mrs.

Dobfon
’

s h ifiory of the Troubadoprs.

Th is F olquet is not to be confounded

wi th the infamous bifhop of Touloufe .

Our only
.

meffmates were a lady and a

gentleman, wi th their daughter, a fine

girl of twelve or thi rteen years
,
of age,

but palfi ed in the left arm . They had
jull returned from the waters ofBalaruc.

I t is impoflible not to love the French

for their cafe of
“communication. We

conv erfed on the fame footing as if our

acquaintanc e had been of long (landing,
and all regretted that we mull: feparate

fo foon. However, to fweez
‘m our

adieus
,
Monfteur propofed that we

fhould difcufs a bottle of the wane of

the place, which has the rich mufcadine

flavour of Front ignan , and is produced
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by a fimilar procefs. The grapes are

firfi deprived of their feeds, then trams

pled
”

and prefi
'

ed, and the mu l’t, as it

Mi les from the prefs, is received into a

cafh , in wh ich it is al lowed to ferment

for fome days, and is then bunged.

Pure Frontignan improves by age, but

Lunel fooner arrives at its foundefi Rate,
after wh ich i t qu ickly degenerates. The

former ufually col
’
ts from nine to ten

pounds fi erling the hoglhead, and the

latter from eight to , nine. Both kinds

are often adul terated by the carriers.

In France I have not yet perceived as

hugle fymptom of intox ication
, and in

the heart of th is wine and brandy coun

try, the people feem to be juf
’
t as fober

as in the lefs favoured difi riéts. ‘Yet

tozfjour: gai , and v iva la bagatelle, are

the order of the day . I think I may

afi
'

ert, withou t incurring the charge of

partial ity, that my countrymen ex cel

the F rench in .
more than one efi imable

R 2 qua
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qual ity ; bu t candour compels me to alw
knowledge, that when whifky is abun

dan t, fobriety is not the prevalent virtue

of Ndnh Britain.

In the afternoon, we had a glimpfe of

the Mediterranean , or, rather; of a fal t

lake which has been detached from tit.

I t is indifi erently termed L
’

Etaflg ,
or

l
’

etang a
’

e Tbau or Tbazzr , obvioufly,
then

,
the Stagnum Tam i of Pliny . One

of the h il ls which {k irt it
'

has
l

derived

its appellation of Ccttc or Settc, from

Mom Setiur the other, SI. F elix , for

f it! F egu ié, the ancient F ecyur, rifes
'

at

Balaruc , and ex tends to Frontignan.

.
The whole landfcape lS rich and

.pié
’
tu

refque :

Setina inde mon'

s tumet

Procerus arcem. et pinifer F ecyi jugum
Radic e fufa in ufque Taurum pert inet.

Being bui l t upon thee flate of the two
virgin



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


246 m om AVIGNON

which, occafionally, flows under ground.

The al leged number of inhabitants is

many of whom are protef
’
tants.

The limited ex tent of the place feems
hard ly equal to th is compu tation. The

houfes are fubfi antially bui lt of good

hone, bu t il l l ighted, as too frequently

happens in this gay country, and the
‘

fi reets are narrow and irregu lar. The

place de
‘

P eyrou fl
'

i OUlCI be confidered
,
a

part, as a magnifi cent public walk, be ing
a large fquare, formed by the town wall ,
a fuperbpublic fountain, and two iron

balufi rades. The fountain, or temple

d
’

eau is fupplied by a long aqueduct of

a triple row of large arches, perhaps the

molt fi riking modem work of the kind.

From the terrace, in a clear day, are

feen th e difi ant A lps and Pyrenees,
whilft a lux u riance of cu ltivated plain,
and the Cevennes and Rouifi i llon‘mouns

tains form the more immediate features

oftheprofpea. The fun gi lded the

ture
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ture with his foft evening rays, and the

fummer breeze waited fragranc e. Every

hOdy feemed to flaunter upon the walk,
or move abou t in the fi reets, ,

or make

merry upon benches at their doors.
I

In

fi ne weath er
,
ind eed , who cou ld brook

confinement within the lugubrious

flame of Louis X IV . fearc ely drew my
attent ion—There is a horribl e want of

bfl' in all fi atues—andfl am not partial

m ili e 'memory ofLouir 16 Grand . When

N eph H. v ifrzted the Peyrou ,
he afked

With-eu arch fnne t , 02? {flla v ille dz eefle

pleas e The cfllahade is another public

walk
, bordered with olive trees, and

command ing a beau tifu l profpefi of the

fen. The theatre
,
of late erection , is

'

one of the molt handfome in
'

France .

The univerfi tyg found ed by Pope Ale x

mrder IV . has 11111 confiderable repute

awn the c ont inent as a m edical fchool.

The botan ical gardeng firflplan t ed by
R 4 De
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Dhlaurens,phyfi cian toHeny IV . though
lefs ex tenfi ve than m ight be ex pected;
contains upwards of fpec ies of

plants, and has well

for thofe kinds which affect the {bade}

Under
'

an arch
,
in

'

a lonely
'

corner e f

the ‘ garden
,
the au thor of the N ight

Thoughts interred the remains of his

Narcifi
'

a. The royal acaderrly
i
oP‘fe i-t .

enees, connected with that of J iParis;

holds a difi ingu ifh
'

ed rankJ I: Brit media"

oine
,

'l etters, and . fcience
,
are not . the

fole fupport ofMontpell ier. It carri es on

a very confi derable traffic in brandy, lie

queurs, and v erdegreafe. Threei ho
'

ufan
‘
d

tons of the latter commodity are
'

anhu-a

al lycol lected from {heets of c0pper
‘with )

wh ich the vacancies of every Wine cellari

are fi lled . A worthy friend, withwhom ;

I bald the rare good fortune to meet, : on

my r eturn to Montpel l ier, fupplied
'

a
'

ne.

with ' the following add itional noticeso t

The townufed to be much benefi tedby
'

the
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‘

ground contain an argil laceous earth,

ye llow,
orgrey

,
inwhich are found {mall

partic les of quickfilver.
‘

‘ To th e cm

eumfi ahce, as wel l as to the contiguous

fiwamps , has been
'

afcribed the «want of

good tee th , very obfervable ev eni
‘

am
’

ong

the fémzfles ofMontpel lier . The env i rons

abound in marine petrifaétions, and the
“

Variety of indigenou§ plants, in a c ircuit

of
’

tliil‘ty
”

miles, is fuPpofed to ex ceed that

Ehrope but the eager and repeatedrre;

fearéhes of botanifi s have ex terminated

fame of (thé
'

rarer fpec ies.

Supped at
‘ the table d’héte in the life?

l d
'

a
’wfC

'b
’

e‘val 61am“

: The converfat ioh

was rathermore—poignant than ufual
,
and

I was particularly diverted with the fol»

lowing trait of
‘

an honefi Dutch mer

éhant. 'Having pafl
’

ed the day . im his

rounds of buf'inel
’

s
,
in company of one

of
‘

his cone ondents, the latte r paw s

pofed going to fee Cafior and Po l lu x .
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Cq/t
'
arafla

’
P ollux ex claimed Meenheer,

“Rona/dd ,
the ichthyologilt, wasborn

atMontpellier, where he profefl
'

ed med i

c ine with
'great celebri ty. His rage for

furfeit of figs. Sebqfliafz Boura
’
on

,
a dif.

cularly ex cel led in landfcape. In con

fequence of a confiderable bet, he pain ted

a. dozen of human h eads, large as l ife,
’

in one day . Th is batty group is
z

not

the leafl: fi riking of his capital perform

anc es . M icbel [e F aucheur
,
though a,

calfiiniftg was beloved by the fenfible

and moderate of either chu rch : H is

fexmon againfi duel l ing made fuch an

imprefi ion upon the Mare
’

chal de la

F orce , that he declared he woul d in fu

ture decline a chal lenge . When we

eontemplate the l ife and oharafi er of
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F raufoir de la P eyronie, fi rfi furgeoti td
’

Lou is X V . we are at a lofs which moft .

to admire, profellional (ki l l, zeal fdr the
“

advancement of his profefi ion, .or un

wearied efforts in the caufe sof humani tys

Let every furgeon and every philanthro

p il’t perufe th e l ife of th is molt ex ce l lent

man I wil l not mangle it by,
the egahiq

bi tiou of imperfect details.
,
The works

of F ather Gaffe! be tray a mind of nbor
dinary tpowers

—many of his
v
ideas have

the fi amp of originality
,
and ev en rhis

ergqrs teach us to think . The fol lowing .

éafi
'

age is bold and fingular—
‘
Tbogee zer

o} ? aphilofophy zr/z
’
artlea

’
at notbihg be,

only wbat we do not undefflmzd . The .

fi x]! of tbe univmfi would oroz/Z) , witboab

Mani/biog , tbe truepbz
’

h/opber . W116”;

will you fi nd a greater pbilofopber
‘

than?

on: our generalr, who, in [bebeat fi

bi:
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legated to the governor
‘

of a French

province. When molt emphatic , they

duced a very ludicrous elfeft. I was

apprehenfive that fome affa irs of honour

m ight have been the refult, but was

agreeably furprifed to fi nd them ai few

m inu tes after as gentl e as lambs, and

the quefi ion l eft ex aé’tly as they found

it. Al l feparated in good humour, and,
as no regrets or apologies for intemper.

ance of debate were once hinted a t, I

concluded that the whole was th ere flea

niérc.

Pafi ing the v i l lage of Montagnac, we

entered upon a delightfu l country,water

ed by the Em ut (Rouraoz
'

f , or flradta) ,
a winding river, which has its fource in

the Cevennes
,
and m ingles with thefea;

a l ittle below the handfome bridge
, in!

which we crofi
'

ed i t. A gay profufion

of vegetable charms adorns its banks.

At its confluence with the P ayne, Frauds
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P ezenar, Pg
'

fi eme of Pliny, eight leagues

from Montpel lier, and containing from

fi x to feven thoufand inhabitants. ;A~

round i t fi retches a plain of fingu lar fer;

tility and beauty, flcirtedby rugged h il ls.

Like .many of the Languedoc ian towns

and vi l lages, i t is difi inguifhed at fome

diftance by a fquare tower, adje
‘

é
’
ted to

the chu rch . The caf’tle, founded on a

perpendicu lar rock, once an ex tenfi ve

and fi rong fortrefs ofthe fami ly ofMont

morency, is now a heap of ruins.

Here occurred the wel l known interview

between Richard Cromwel l and the

Prince of Conti. With all deference to

his highnefs, we may be be al lowed to

prefume that thepoorpitifulfellow was .

happ i er than th e unprincipled ufurper.

Having alhed for a bookfeller
’

s (hop,

the waiter, by fome ex traordinay fi retch

of complaifance , offered to conduct me

to » the only one in town. It was a

wretched dirty hovel, in wh ich an old

woman
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i.
woman had fcarcely . room to t urn; and

where a few mufi y and obfcure o

novels

may often reconcile to mifé ry
’

.

'

In
’

the

large city of V al ladolid
,
thek feat of a

bilhop and of a univerfi ty, and one
i t) ?

the two fupreme tribunals in Spain, the

Cheval ier de Bourgoanne cou ld n
'

ot
’

pro
;

cure a map or chart, or even a copy of

Don e ix ot.

gtb. A fi range confufion of to’ngues
'

in the market- place awaken
-

cd me by
four o’clock. The croud were bufi ly
employed in buying and felling th e cods

of the fi lk worm,
a fpecies of traflic

which , i t feems
,
ls regu larly repeated,

every morning
,
during the feafon,

'

and

occafions an annual c irculation of t

i

a
‘

hundred thoufand crowns. The average

price is 30 fols per pound. Some
'

of

the by-fi anders informed me that Peze-i‘

nas is likewife a frequented fiatiorr for

the fade of horfes
, mu les, and grain, at

'

the
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The comm on peopl e fpeak a jargon,

which , to the ear of a Granger, fou
l
nds

l ike that of Provence m a dial ect, no

doubt
, of the old Romans, nowa prey

to daily corruption, and which may

foon be obliterated in modern French .

Travel led over fom e m il es of barren

ground , ti l l we approached Bre ton . The

origin of this place is lo ll in antiqu i ty.

Som em edal s noticed by Peirefc and Others

wou ld lead us to infer that its inhabitants;
at a very early period

,
had a m int

‘
and

the ufe of th e G reek tongue—confe

quently, that they
‘
may have been a co

lony from Marfeilles . Previous to the
invafion ofGau l by the Romans

,
i t was

reckoned one of the principal towns of
the V olfc i Teétofagi. The anc ient name

is v arioufly written, as Bitcrre , Beterr
‘

d ’
,

Bliterm ’

, &c . The epithet Septimano

rum indicates the fi ation of the fev enth.

l egion, conduct ed thither under Ju l ius

Cazfar. The Goths e x tended the term;
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Septimam
'

a
, over the whole of Langu e

doc. The only memorials of the Ro-a

man name I cou ld trace in this town are

th e mere remnant of an amph itheatre
,

and fome infcriptions on the wal l of the

town houfe. Other monuments have

made obe ifance to time; Go th s, Sara

cens
,
and crufaders. Du ring the Al

bigenfian war, Beziers fufiained a me

m orable
,
but fatal , li ege. When th e

brave garrifon at l engt h fu rrendered, the

boly conqu erors—for fo they were reck
oned—bu tchered of the inhabit

ants
,
and laid the city in alh es . I am

-much incl ined to fubtraé’c a cypher from

th is bloody account, efpec ially as I read

i n the recital of an eye-witnefs, fi f teen

m illia. C ertain i t 18 , the whole of the

prefent popu lation e x ceeds not

The town, nev erthelefs, feate d on a

hill, c overs an ample portion of ground ,
whimits narrow,

ill~paved, and very

dirty fi reets form a molt remarkable con

3 2 tral
’
t
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trait to the enchanting fcenery wh ich

furrounds them . The cathedral
,

.though

fmall
,
impofes by its lofty fi tuation.

-4

It is dedicated to St . Nazariur
,
and con

tains the monument of Blanche d
’

Eo

roux ,
the celebrated beau ty of her age,

and who , in her fi x tee
‘

nth year, was

married to Phil ip of V alois
,
in his fifty

fi x th ! Oppofi te to the cathedral , is th e

Belvidere , or terrace , one of thebelt {ta

tions for furveying th e beautifu l val ley,
or rather amphi theatre, which iswatered

by the winding Orhe
,
gayly cloathed

wi th the produc’tions of a genial cl imate
,

and enl ivened by the eight locks of the

great canal
,
form ing as many cafcades.

The delightfu l fi tuation of Beziers has

l ong been confecrated in a monkifh l ine

St Dew in terrir, v ellet hahiIart , Biterrt
'

r .

The eu logy of father V aniere ismore

clafli caland appropriate ; but tru th ,which

is often at war wi th poetry
,
wi l l detraCi:

from the merits of the Beziers mufcad
'

rne

wine,
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Fouquet, he fubmitted to a confinement
’

of fou r years in the Baflille.

deprived of paper and ink, h e fcra

upon the margin of books
,
wi th lead

fnatched from a pane of glafs, or wi th

an imperfeét ink prepared from a

cruft of bread and wine. A dul l

cavan was occafi onally perm itted to die
"

won“ his fo litude by playing on the bag

p1pe . The found of this inltrurnent at

l ength becam e the fignal for a fpider,

which he had tamed , and for wh ich he

condefcended to cater, to come forth and

fe ize its prey. Is i t not the ex perience .

of tyranny which has taught molt ani

mal s to lhun t he approach of man ? And

does not th e labour of domeftication

pin c ipally confi lt in counteracting that ,

e x perience in particular infiances

When confidence is once el’tablilhed, and

gi ve s rife to fami l iar obfervation, ard

we not obliged to confefs, that the obj eét
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of ourcafes ; be it a bird or a fpider, is

fpider w
'

as crufhed to death by a demon

ch would ‘

provoke
'

a fi
‘

o ic .
‘ For

F ont
‘

anier
’

s conv erfi on to ca

v
t
sias laudable , if fi ncere ; bu t

A

th e difpenfers of
‘ publ ic

favours may be thought to detraft from

his foliilmeritsG- Elegance and lum inous

philofophy ch aract erize the writings of

the zatniable and blamelefs o’e M airazz.

Ur: 6072755” boilzme, he ufed tn fay, a]?

thiaz
' '
zfqd

'

i {e
i
re

'

a

'

t d
’

zme bomze afi iorzm ;

frbiclvit [e fang—a true piéture
'

of him

felfi—The nam e of P ierre-P aul R iquet ,
c reated Count of Gamma”, is affoc iated

Witwt‘he canal which he projeéted and

ex ecuted, and which j oins the Medi ter

ranean to the ocean.

Richnefs and variety of cu l ture kept

us clofe company to Narbonne. Accord

s 4 ing
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ing to Strabo, Pytheas of Marfeillcn t
‘
e-v

prefented this place as one of the prin

c ipal towns of G aul . It rece ived a Rd

man co lony u nder the conduct of the

orator
, L. Grafius, in the year of Rome.

636, and during the confulate of Q .

M arti”: Rex—whence Naréo Margins .

We find i t likewrfe defigned Decuma

norum colonia , from the c ircuml
’
tance of

f ar’s hav ing made it the fiation of the

tenth legion. When Augufi us honou red

i t with his refidence , he divided Trauf-i
alpine Gau l into four governments, or

d epartments. That which took its name
from Narbonne, . comprehended Savoy,
Dauphiny , Provence, Roufi llon, and

Foi x , The Romans feem to have con-v ,

{i dered this capital as an important fi rong~

ho ld . Efi ead
’
em prov incia, fays g in

lozzia mfi rorum awum
,flew/a 150101111 R01

maizi ac propagnaculum. Pomponius

Mela, too, employs thefe marked ex ”

prefli ons ;
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Ruéretg/ir
‘
of Pliny and Mela) added to

a low‘ \fi tuation, furrounded by hi l ls,
may contribu te to generate moifiureyand

its concom itant
,
want of cleanlinefs ;

but Bachaumont and la Chapelled feem

to have been more than ufually peevifb,

when they penned thefe uncourtly l ine
'

s:

D igne objet dc notrc c ourroux,
V ie i lle ville toute dc fange,

Q l i n’es que ruifl
'

eauX
'

et qu
’
égodts,

rf nnrfo is tulpre
'

tendge dc nou s
0

moindre
'
vers

2. ta louange ?

During the‘prevalence of the
i

d m‘
i

azz
,

‘

(e
'

aft {it ' fouth -

‘

eaft wind) which fome
’

i

times ragesfimtween this and Touloufe,
the ex halations‘from th e moif’t grounds

muflibe part icularlyio fi
‘

enfi
‘

ve a
‘

nd nox é

i ous. Th is hot wind, l ike the t Si‘forcd

in
'

Italy,
’

is attended with headl acli es

and lofs of appetite, and, fometimes;
with a morbid (wel ling of the body.

C,

f

riOf the four gates of Narbonne
, two

are anci ent and two modern. A bridge

d iv ides
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d i vides th e town int‘o la d i e"and la v ille.

M ofi of a the houfes hav e
'

a mean appear

ance ; but the ramparts,
'

furroun
’

ding

gardens andwell-watered lu x uriant mea

Theflcathedral; an unfinilhed bu i lding
,

isd reriiark
'

ed
'

for its grand fi eeple
‘

,
and

the monii rhentf of .Phi l ip the Bh ld ,
’

’

who

died at Perpighan
'

; in His
i

body
WasFoiled! at Narbonne in wine and arm

feel, and
,

“by a
'
vvhiinfi cal partition,

his

’flefin eh‘dh owels -we re depofi ted in th is

tomb,’l
[

andh is
'

bones and heart conveyed

toParis. ‘

d tThe archbit p
- Has a large

revenue ‘

a
‘

nd gloomy palace .
“In one of

the '
apaflments of

’the
'

latter, is a
~Saint

Cecilia
'by Mi chael Angelo. In th e ad

joining garden , {lands a curious ant iqu e,
commonly cal led I

’

Ha
’

tel dc: Grad er—a

{mall niche
,
wi th an apertu re , o through

which the oracu lar voice : is fuppofed to

hav e proceeded . The
“

figures of‘Cupids,
G lad iators, 85C. upon the pedef

’
tal, and

the
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the aged afpea of the marble
,
leave li ttle

doubt that i t is a precious relic faved

from the general wreck.

Of 8000 inhabitants, three fourths

are .priel
’
ts and women. No traffic t is

here carried on
,
ex cept in grain

'

mof

which Narbonne is no
,
inconfiderable

depot. . It s wheat is preferred to any,
i‘n

the fouth of France for feed . The fu

periority v

of its honey . is attributed to

the uncommon variety‘

.0f, aromat ics t
nip

on the neighbou ring
,
h i ll of Cénfie, [and

forrie of the waffe

par t
, of

(
its 'flavour by

,

carriage
, and is

“

often adul terated or counterfeited. The

apothecaries fel l i t at
‘

30 fols a pound.

Alt/54m Narbonnefgfir
' grows fpontanea

oufly,

in the environs. It was firfi no

t iced by the abbé Pourret
,
nearly refemg

bles A. cannaéz
'

fla, and is conv erted,by the

peafants into cloth of a coarfe tex tu re,
Of the inhabitants few have attained

to difi inguifhed eminence. The em

perot
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There are hil ls in the neighbourhood .

As we advanced
,
we perceived the fnowy

tops of the Pyrenees ri li ng to the l eft.

We pa{Ted through the
'bou rg ofLefignan,

and dined at the vi l lage of Mom
,
with

fome travel l ing m erchants. Like mol’t of

thei r c ountrymen
,
they indu lged freely in

the fuperlative degree, and told u s we

{ hou ld He ep in the prettiefi town of

France . However eager to veri

fertion ,
we cou ld not e x pect that ourmu l es

fhou ld qu icken their pace ; nor
,
indeed

,

was the trial of patience fev ere~—for
nothing cou ld ex ceed the glowing fcenery
and fine temperature of the evening

In the cou rfe of th is day’s progrefs, we

noticed a great m any vil lages and old ‘

cafi lc s, and
,
towards the clo fe of i t , be

gan to traverfe gentle em inences, fwel l ing
am id the molt lovely v erdu re and tufts

of wood , receiving their rich tints frdm
the

’

parting fun-beam, During .great

part of the way, however, we had to

regret



T O B A R E G E S . 2
‘

7 r

regret a want of Ihade, and the preva

lence of a rocky or gravel ly foil .

is a
,
conf1derable town of the Lower Lan

gu edoc , with r inhabitants, 1 2

l eagu es well of Narbonne. The d ude

which divides i t into the old and new

town, is the Atax of Pl iny
,
rifes in [Want

(kg/pin one of the Pyrenees
,
and not in

the Cevennes, as al leged by fome
,
and

enters the Mediterranean be low Nar

bonne, tra-verfing the marflr of Sigean,

by means of a canal of hewn Prone , th e

gala Atacir i of the Romans, and {ti ll

remaining the appel lation of [a goal

The old part of th e town
,
or [a ciz‘é

,

is feared
‘

moflly on a hi l l
,
inc ludes the

cathedral and bit p
’

s palace
,
and is de

fended by a romantic cal’cle
,
flanked wi th

towers. The lower part ex hibits a re

gu lar fquare with {treets at right ang les,
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Iirée: d a cordeau , and the four gates may
be feen from the grands place, in the

centre of which is a fountain with an

admi red figu re of Neptune. Bu t
, un~

lefs in regu larity of defign, and neat

nefs of a few public bu i ldings
,
Carcaf~

fonne ex cels in noth ing her fi fi er ci ties.

Her only fouvenir of the Roman name

is a column of coarfe grey marble
,
found

in 1 7 2 9, and inferibed, P r iflcipi j uv en

tufir M . Numeric Numeriarzo flabiZg/ima

Safari N . M . P . P .

The unfortunate inhabitants, du ring :

th e Albigenfran war, were al lowed to

capitu late, only upon condition of qu it~

ting the town,pun} naturalibm—a favage

requ ifi tion, from which the Vifcountcfs

herfelfwas not ex cepted . By way of

amende honorable to pof
’
terity, the ma.

nufaétory of
.

woollen cloths has been

here eflablifhed upon an ex tenfi ve fcale.

A fingle houfe employs from 700 to 800

workmen. Of the fuperfines, which;

are
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Aix , wrote an ex cel lent treatife to prove

the nox ious efl
'

eéts of copper
,
when ap

plied to cu linary purpofes. Thefe au

thors and their. writings have al ready

funk rnto obl iv ion
,

’

and the pract ice

wh ich they condemned continues in fu ll

force ; whilf
’
t in Sweden, where copper

is more abundant, a falu tary. ediCl; of the

col l ege of heal th has banifhed i t from

the kitchen
,
fince 1 753 .

r rtb. We had cal culated our j ourney
fo as to reft at Touloufe on the F elte

Dieu
,
or Corpu s Chrifli day, that , we

m ight witnefs the proceflions, wh ich,
in large towns, are conducted with un

common pomp and folemnity . But the

flages of mu leteers are immu table as the

laws of the Medes and Perfians—and

one day
’

s detent ion at Av ignon
,
by}

flood of the Rhone, kept u s back juft
one day from the flation which V ernet

had al lotted for the refrefhment of his

cattle and his fou l . -Yet why regret the
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difappointment i
—Ifwe mifl'ed the pa

geantry of the city
, we enj oyed the glif

te
'

ning of th e dew,
if deprived of artia

fi cial incenfe, we inhal ed the fi ri
’
t fcent

of the breeze , if we perceived no pro

longed Ptreets l ined with tawdry tapefi ry
-and daubings, we cou ld leifurely con

template the del ightfu l carpeting of a

highly varied vegetation, and, if our

ears were not affailed by the j ingl ing of

be lls, the matin notes of the grove were
'occafionally drowned in the ru fi ic an

them, wh ich now agreeably fwell ing

i n dii’tance , under a cloudlefs fky, and

amid th e frequency of human dwel l

ings, induced a molt delicious reverie.

Away, faid I to myfelf, with the pen

and the penci l -What are the eflorts

of .art and geniu s, when compared
"

wi th

the glowing fceneswh ich encompafs our

abodes i—How feebly do the painter

and poet mimic the opening of a

T 2
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fummer day i
—How fublime the artle

'

fs

worlh ipof the eheart
‘

,
when the peafant,

awakened from
‘

his flumbers, and, under

the canopy of heaven, invokes the son
'

s

mon Parent of ex ifleuce to protect 'and

blefs him ? Al l forenoon we obferved

village part ies traverfmg their l ittl e dif

triéi s, and c hanting the ferv ice of the

day with every appearance of unfeigned

piety. Sunday is not obferved wi th

half of th is folemnity . We d id not

meet a {ingle traveller : but though we

had l eft our conductor to the l iberty of

his confcience, he preferred moving on,
content to make the fign of the erofs

,

o r pu l l off his hat, as thefe fimple pro

ecfli ons paffed along.

the head town of Lau ragais
,
a dii’triél: of

the higher Langu edoc
,
i
‘
tands upon7 a

rifrng ground , fi x l eagues N . W. of Can

caflbne, and th irteen S . W. of Thuloufe',

has a handfome col legiate church , and

fome
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In the courfe oflthe even ing, we met
c rowds returning from mafics and pro

ecflions—the women mofi ly in pairs,
and fome afiride on horfe or a-fs, with

an .uncommon abundance of, c attl e and

poultry, and ex cellent cr0ps of. maize

andmil let.

Through the vi l lage of [g ‘
Bqflig’g

quent, from the deficiencyo f free-fi cne,

Wood and inclofures have been thinly
fcattered fince we l eft Carcafl

'

one. 1

where, to our great furprize, everyper
fon in the houfe was real ly civil . This
place was founded by Raymond, Count

of Touloufe, 1 09 1 , and included with in
its or1g1nal walls the cafi le of the fami ly
of P olicr , from wh ich iflh ed Claude

liar
,
who was fi rl’t honoured wi th the

title of Knight of tbe, Cock. This order



TO BAREGE& 2 79

o f knighthood now flourilhes only in
Great Britain.

leagues, -over a rich flat

through the villages Baz iege,
‘

Gafi eflet,
Bu t

_
l pu rpofely defer my ,

notices

re turn to pafs fome weeks there in au

rgtb. Entered Armagnac; a diftrifi

ofGaj i
’

ony , twenty- two leagues in length ,
and gfi x teen in , breadth, : abounding in

beaut ifu l ri vu lets, in wine, grain, and

to lanconfiderable portion of. Gu ienne,
and firft employedbn regory of Tou rs,)
derived from the Vafi om ,

a Spanilh tribe,
who

,
ilfu ing from their fafi neffes in the

Pyrenees, occupied thefe regions towards

the .olofe of the fi x th century, Poverty,
pride , and provincial d ialect d i forimi

nate their ‘

de fcendants from the herd of

F renchmen . T'hey pronounce molt of

T 4. the
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.the qulefcent l et ters, and confou
’

ndbland

v . Whence Scaliger
’

s bon mot,
‘
F elim ,

quibm v iwre gflbibere E and
”

a are

treated wi th the fame want of ceremony,
and a is honoured wi th an acute accem.

Their vic ious tu rns of '

phrafe have been

collected into a diCtionary ofaymhfaf,
and another might be compofed-

ofi
'

their

Gzyé orzada . Bu t, if the Gafcons have

foibles an d pecu l iaritie s, they linay fi pcr

haps, jufi ly claim a comparative fupbris

ority in refpeé
’
t of quicknefs of percep,

tion and regu lar deportment.
”

i

“ fl

A country fomewhat hil ly, with feat
“

;

reved patches of wood, vallies moltly

allotted to
‘grain, and alroad uneven, and

feldom good , compofed the arpe& ofdie

morning fi age.

By the v i l lage of Legaw irz and t fom‘e
ham lets, to L

’

j/le en j ourdain, Cqfleflm
[flium i f the ancient i tineraries, and

[ff/$ 10 yardanix of modern Latinills. It

is a pal try town, in a bottom,
upon the
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14111. An agreeable fi rolL over t he

fameb country, palling d ubioty an

jnfignificapt bou rg.

Auab
, gor; Aer/Eb, the head ; town of

Armagnac , and feat of the metropol itan
of l eagues from

Touloufe and 33 from Bourdeaux ,
fi ands upon a hil l, which rifes in , the

mi ddle of a val ley, encompafi
'

egl with

h
'

igh ‘gr
ounds, and walhed by the, Gaza,

.
one

i

of the many fi reams which gave rife

to the name Aquitania . The upper and
lower part of the

‘
tpwn are connefi ed by

a {tone {lai r of. two hundred fi eps. The

houles are large , and
,
fubli.antially C91?

"

itruéled of ex cel lent free (tone. The

number of inhabitants is v aguelyncorn,

pu ted at 4000 . The cathedra l isra
,
mag,

nifi cent gothic pi le, wh ich I regretted I

cou ld no t ex amine more at leifure .
‘

1 {f ire

wellern porch
,
a recent addition, is ad

mi red by connoifieu rs ; bu t is, certainly,
encumbered with ornament . The fi ained

glafs
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glafs is of ex qu ifi te riehnefs . Adj oin ing

is u t-he archbilhop
’

s palace
,

an
“

ample

mafifion,
‘

and commanding ad elightful

range of variegated profp56t. - The in

l ivres
'
,
and is worth a g reat deal more.

Thedi ocefe includes 37 2 parilh churches,
and£3 2 77

flchapels of cafe . - The~ chafate r

is compofed of 1 5 dignitaries and '

2 5
‘

canons. Suav is
, biflmp of Auch

,
. af

fi lled “

at
'

the counci l of Adge

Mo lt offithewindows in the town have

be'eh {battered by the late hail fi orm .

.

According to Mela, th e Alf/£17 were

the molt celebrated people of Aqui tan ia,
and thei r c i ty ,

Climberrz
‘

r or Climbeirrum

of the Gau ls, and Alf/( i or Auger/fa { hf/Z:

ciarum of th e Romans
,
was the molt

flouriih ing, and enj oyed the ‘privi lege
of 'being g overned by its own laws.
'There are -

a few mu lberry trees abou t

the town, but the Jail which v
'

ve obferved

in this j ourney
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The pears of Auch , efpecially its boa!
cbrc

’

tiem , are in h igh requel
’
t . S ome

very large kinds are cu lt ivated hardby
the walls. I he feeds feldom: attainEH)

matu ri ty, and the ju ices; of which they

difl
'

ufed i
‘

n the
qpulpé

The ear, has long been a favouritefruit

iinf i ance. Some gardeners reckon xno

legs than 500 forts ; forwith th em every
made of variety c

'

onfi itutes a fpecies.

The more zmodel’c Duhamel is : cou tent

with 1 19, to .wh ich , he . lays, 130 or 40

of an indifferent qual i ty may be ,added

from the common orchards. j,
'

l;he Lin-v

neanboranif’t reduces the fpecres of'py
m s to thirteen , and

,
in this humble

enumeration , includes the ,
pear; apple,

and I thought , .the ,
landlord

lhould never have ended
'

lhis panegyric

of the 1mm fibre
/

tim e ; Bu t you forget

their amazing weight faid I—on o iM e

h e 'dz
'

re qu
’
uu feul pas/2 : liars},

He laughed heartily
, and changed

'hi s .

difcourfe
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participate their m isfortunes . In ihe
courfe of conv erfation

,
he call his eye ,

as if by acc ident, on a pict ure of Ano in~

trinli c value , bu t for which he faid he

would wil l ingly give 2 000 crowns.

The ladies, overj oyed to fi nd in their

humble retreat any objeél: which cou l d

intereft their angu li v ifi tor, alfured him

that they wou ld elleem themfelves fin

gularly happy if he wou ld accept of i t

as a prefec t . By no meam
,
repl ied d ’

Ap

chon
,
[ jball be too fortunate to procure

it at any pr ice. In faét, no fooner had

he returned home than he (cu t a polite

note and 2 000 crowns as the price of

the piéture. The frigid amateu r may

fmile, and referve his crowns for p ieces

of acknowl edged merit ; but furely the

good archbiflmp of Auch
‘

might gaze

upon a forry painting, the memorial of

his beneficence , with more ex qu ifi te

feel ings of fatisfaftion than the pencil

of a Reubens or a Titian ever infpired.

Courage
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Courage is re nearly al lied ' to gene

roftty that i t is feldom found to ex il’t

withou t i t. Du ring the night, a fi re

broke out in a houfe inhabited by feveral

poor fam i l ies . With gre at difficu l ty all

made their efcape, e x cept two little
‘boys

in th e upperRory. The archbifhop
‘

ofi

fered a reward
,
firft of t oo lou is d ’ors

,

{hould bring them down al ive. Bu t

the danger appeared too imminent to all

the by- fi anders, who remained mute.
Godforbz

'

a
’

,
ex claimed the prelate

,
{batwe

jbou/dflana
'

fi ill and fi e two unfortunate
“vie

-

fun: perf/b in ibeflamer. I willmount

my/éé
"
. Hav ing infi antly caufeli ' j oin

two ladders by r
'

opes
,
he cl imbed with

undaunte
’

d refolution, rufhed through

fmoke and flam es, and
,
bearing one

boy on
'his [bou lders and the other- iahis

arms, defcended amid ’ the acclamations

of the yet trembling; —Pain t
era?

”

painters, what t a
7fubjefi

'

for your

Throu oh
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Through Bilnan, and a few [cattered

v i llages . The country h il ly to M rand
'
e
,

the fmall capital ofAflarae, or Eflar
’

ae ,

founded 1 2 89; Upon a hil l near the

Bajje. It is furrounded wi th wal ls, but

is poo r and dirty . The air
, too , fel t

clofe and difagreeable. They charged 5
fols additi onal for fupper, on account of

the late fcaroity, produced by blighting
fogs and continued drought . The people

are compel led to mix oat-meal with t hei r

flou r, wh ich they deplore as a m ighty
calam i ty .

—How
, then, cou ld they ex ifi

in the Land of Cake: 2

I5tb. A hi l ly and fwell ing furface , as

yef
’
terday, pleafantly checquered with

clumps of trees , and fefi oons of vines.

At the li ttl e t own ofMie
’

lan
, we ex peri

enced much uncommon c iv i l ity from the

innkeeper—owing, probably, to the re
motenefs of the li tuation.

Defcended into the beau tifu l plain of

Bigorre, an . oval amph itheatre. The
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fudden fhower, the
.

fi rlt that had occur

red during this j ourney, warned us of

our approach to the mountains. As it

palfed Off, the fun fpread his gentle

beams over the refrelhed and fragrant

verdure which furrounded u s
,
while the

Pyrene’an ridge, like the {lupendous de

corations of an immenfc th eatre
,
rofa

into maj elly as the clouds retired.

Lay at Tandem, the chief town of the

Tarbel/z
'

,
whom Pliny d iftinguifhes by

the epithet quatuorfignanz thus intima

ting that their garrifon Was compofed of

fou r bodies of troops, each ofwhich had

i ts refpeétive enfign, or i’tandard-bearer.

It {lands upon the beau tifu l ly winding

d a
’

our
,
wh ich , rifing in the Pyrenees,

h ere feparates into five fi reams, and falls

into the fea near Bayonne.

Q y i tenet at f i
l
m: ATURI, qua fi lter: m an

Malid er admzflizm claudzt TAR B t: Lu v 8 oguor .
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F ewFrench towns of the fame fi ze

hav
i

e pleafed me more than Tarbes.

There is fomething pecu l iarly captivating

in a fequel
’
tered fi tuation, a m i ld atmo

fphere , a fruitfu l plain, beau tified wi th

Wood and water, and fkirted by lofty

and age
-worn l mountains. The fi reets

are clean and
,

wel l aired
,
the houfes

neat ly bu i l t, and covered wi th blue Hate
,

The ladies are adm i red for thei r hand

fome perfons. The men have much the

look of heal th , and regu lar features.

Out of inhabitants is formed a

v ery feleét and agreeable circle . No

wonder, then, that Tarbes fhould have

detained fome Englifh fam i l ies on their

Way to or from the watering places, and

detained them for l ife . Accommodation

is good , and prov ifi ons are cheap. The

on ly difcouraging c ircumfi ance to a fi ran

ger is, that the French language is not

here fpoken in its pu ri ty. The publi c

bu i ldings are th e cathedral , a parith

U 2 chu rch ,
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church , a convent of Cordel iers, another

of .Carmel ites, and a college of the P ém

de [a Dofi rine .

The town ex perienced no difafter from

a fmart {h ock of an earthquake in 1 750 ;

but a neighbouring val ley was entirely

defi royed.

W'

atering places are , ufually, th e re

fort of the fi ck
,
of the idle

,
and of the gay.

But not a few repair to the baths of the

Pyrenees, for the purpofes ofprofeouting
the Rudy of natural hil’tory. I have jufi

caught a few m inutes conv erfation wi th

an interefi ing young gentleman
, pof

’
ting

to Bagniéres, his head quarters in fum

m er. He reckons the ex treme height

ofM ont-P ersia
,
the higheft of the marble

mountains, 1 760 toifes—fuppofes that
the low lying plains have been formed

by the foi l and rubbifh wafhed down
from the fides of the hil ls—that water
i s the great agent of the important, but

gradual , changes wh ich are confi antly

going
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dual ly narrowed , and our road at l ength

became an upward path . The vines,
creeping from trunk to tru nk, and the

pendent clulters of their fru i t, gave place

to fcenes more woodland , and to a more

u ncu l tivated world . Yet the foi l was

fertile, efpecially in grain . Flax
,
too

,
is

reared in th is and the adjacent dil’trié’ts,

and is manufaétured upon the fpot into

table l inen of fuperior fi nenefs. That

of the belt qual ity is obtained from fo

reign feed , occafionally renewed . Ex

pofi ng the plant to\
the dew upon the

meadows is preferred to fteeping, as i t

faci litates the bleaching and communi

cat es a more perfect whitenefs.

To fpeak in the language of the coun

(Leo itanefg/Irpagur, or Lev itam
’

aJ a dif

triét of Bigorre
,
more elevated

,
indeed

,

than Tarbes, bu t fi ill a val ley, winding
for thirty m i les among the mou ntains

,

in fome places very narrow,
bu t, in

others,
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others, ex panding to a breadth of twenty

and marbl e
,
and for'

points of view,
t o

wh ich no powers of defcription can do

jufi ice. Here the air is pure, and the

fi reams are unpol lu ted , the fky is fhaded

with fhifting or fantaflic c louds, th e
'

gorges of the mountains difappear in

thei r windings, and the general fi lence

may be compare d to that which pervades

the deferts of the world . The bufi le of'

c i ties and the tumu lts ofambition do not

even murmu r from afar. The fprings

of regular government ceafe to ex ert

thei r energies
,
for the mountaineer re

fufes to fubm it to the gripe of the tax
gatherer, or contribu te to the fupport of

a complex fyfi em from which he derives

no benefi t, or which he does no t under

f’raud. If'

pufhed to ex tremi ties , he be

takes himfelf to his faltneffes, and wi th

holds even the voluntary tribute
, which

U 4 is



1296 F ROM AVIGNON

is ufually accepted in place of fi ated im

pofls . Molt of the pal
’
tures, wh ich are

rich in fummer, and fatten th e cattl e

which winter on the lander of Bou r

deau x
, are common to parifhes.

Ref’ted two hou rs at Laura’s: (LdPl/f v

dam) the cap ital and on{y town of La-f

v edan. It is in faét noth ing more than

a clean romantic v il lage
,
planted on the

dorfal ridge of a rock of calcareous
fchifi us, with a cafi le fi ill entire

, wh ich

has frequently ferv ed the
'

purpofes of a,

Prate prifon. Its uncou th towers, hang

ing wal ls, and mafl
’

y ramparts, now

vainly frown on the peacefu l val e . The

dreadfu l fcience of attack and defence

has changed its modes and afpeéts, and

delights to unfold its del’truétive energies

over a wide ex tent of fai r and crowded

plains. Yet,when from the hoary battle

ments, the eye ex plores the grand ree

ceffes of nature, and catches the airy

vifia or hanging wood, it may give a
t ear
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comfortable cottage. The -dalh ing noifc

of the torrent was occafxonally drowned
in the louder and more prolonged mur

m u rs of the heavens— for thunder
,
rain

,

and funfhine had al ternate fway .

A t fome m i l es from Lourdes
,
a Bene

dié’tine convent ftands aloft, upon the

righ t
,
and the chateau of Mouftent de

Rochefort {ti l l h igher, on the l eft.

V ernet directed ou r eyes to a towering

mountain, on whofe fummit he allured

u s
,
there was a lake nine m il es in cir

cumference, the water of wh ich is fo

ex celli v ely cold , as to prove fatal to. the

unwary drinker. Do you really bel iev e

i t is co lder than ice ? faid I . Oai ,

,fiwr
, li ar tour ler dial/er, ex c laimed he,

jured upfuch a legion of allies
, I let him

have it his own way . It is, however ,
an undoubted fact

,
that while fermented

l iquors and ardent fpiritsflay their thou

fands, the coldefi waters of the Swifs /

glaciercs
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glac ieres prove a fafe and refrefhing be

e obfcure ,
bu t romanti c v i llage

v oiturin
,
who conducted himfelf all th e

way perfeftly to our fatisfafi ion.

On reviewing the penc i l notes of the

I m ight be al lowed to j udge from
and fupe i fic ial infpec

‘
t ion ,

th e

rocky range on either fi de of the wind »

ing val ley, is compofed of argil laceous

and calcareou s matte rs
,
often d ifcernible

in the form of al ternate layers
,
but the

one fometimes prevai ls almol
’
t to the e x

c lulion of th e other. Here , for ex am

ple , the argil laceous great ly predomi

mate s.

The bridge and part of the car

riage road between this and Ban ger

hav ing been carried away, we hired four

chairm en, to rel ie ve one anothe r
,

and

two fmall poneys for our luggage. As

for myfelf, I was happy to perform thi s

lalt
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lafi fiage on foot . An interefting march

i t
,
indeed , was, between two maj efi ic

ridges
,
clothed in verdure and the plan

tations of nature. The Gave fometimes

rulhed far below,
and often broke its

precipitate courfe againft fragments of

rock. The damaged Rate of the road

ob l iged us to fetch a compafs along a

narrow, wet, and unfound path-way.

Bu t this dilemma was of fhort duration,
and the toi l of afcent was agreeably be

gu i l ed by hoary precipices
,
furrowed by

the torrents of fome thoufand years
, and

imparting a grey reverence to nodd ing

forefts. Our gu ides, as if unconfc ious

of the charms of general lah dfcape,
pointed to the more m inu te obj ec’ts of

curiofi ty, as to a l ead mine
,
which had

been abandoned , or to a natural arch of

fnow between two approaching cl iffs .

’

Among the many fmall bridges wh ich
occurred in our way , they forgot not to

d irect our attention to the P ont de l
’

En
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turefquely feated at the bottom of the

P ie ele Lq/e, and reached the place of

our deltination before mid- day .

Bareges confi li s of a frugle fi reet of

fmall and flight houfes, meanly fur~

nilhed, and habitable only one half of

the year.

Prov ifions are brought from a dil
’
tance ,

and
, l ike the lodging, are dear andbad.

There is not a fi ngle inn . One mull

immediately engage rooms and a pro

v iding cook. In fpite of thefe difcou

ragements, there is no defi ciency of

company ; for thewaters have long main

tained a deferv ed celebri ty for the heal

ing of gun
- {hot wounds, obliruét ions

of the v ifcera
,
white fwellings, Se c.

They rife ‘from feveral fources of dif

ferent degrees of heat
,
from to 1 14.

of Fahrenheit’s thermometer
,
and are

commodioufly dil
’
tribu ted into four fe

parate baths. Their fi eam is more or

lefs perceptible according to the‘ tem

perature
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perature of th e ex ternal air ; but their

degrees of native warmth and propor

tions of petro l and fulphur undergo l ittle

or no variation . The hotteft fmell

fi rongly of rotten eggs . The uniform

i ty of their flow
,
their l imp idity in th e

bathing troughs, the O ily evanefcent pel

licle on the furface , the white fi ringy
fi laments in the j et from the cock , and

the uncluous fedim ent, found adheri ng to

the fi des and bottom of the troughs
,
are

deferv ing of attention. In mof
’
t cafes

,

and the douche
,
or pump bath

,
is often

very
,

efficacious in lubricating fi iffened

joints , and refolv ing inveterate tumours.

From time immemorial , the people of

the difi rift employed thefe waters fue

cefsfu lly in the cu re offrof
’
t bitten l imbs

,

The warmeft may be drunk at the fource

with perfeét fafe tv , and proves a whet
ito the appetite before meals.

1 1



304. F RO M AV IG NON

The etiquette of v ili ting is here fairly
adjufted. Whoever wilhes to be re:

c eived into fociety, m akes his round Of

v ili ts to all who have arrived before

him—otherwife, i t is underfi ood that
he wilhes to l ive retired , and receives no

molefi ation . Gam ing prevails, but fel=~

dom to any great ex tent . The enter

tainments are a weekly bal l
,
feleCt pri

vate parti es i n the evening, and, fome

times
,
private plays. Good walks and

a circu lating l ibrary are much wanted

bu t French ladies and gentlemen con

trive to ex ifi very agreeab ly withou t

either.

The furrounding h il ls are verdant to

their fummits
, but defi itute of trees, with

the ex ception of a puny plantat ion of

firs, behind the V i llage, to break the

force of the avalanges.

A variety of curious fimples, rock

cryl
’
tals, albeltos, fpars, Sec . wi l l reward

the refearches of the naturalil
’
t . The

moun
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atmofphere likewife have its influence ?

Though theweather be fometimes foggy,

the air is
,
for themelt part, dry and

‘

fweet.

Thunder fi orms are lefs frequent than

one wou ld imagine, and th e l ightning

very feldom occafions the fmallef’t harm.

Is i t attracted by any metal lic veins ?

In the h igher regions of the Alps
,
th e

forked {treaks of the eleé’tric fluid are

alfo reported to be innocuou s . Wou ld

they be fo
,
ifthefe elevationswere peopled

l ike the plains ? A roaming {hepherd

may not be ki ll ed by l ightning in the

lapfe of a thoufand years
, when; in a

country flockedwith towns and vi llages,
an ind ividual or two may be cut OH" in

the courfe of every fummer. After all,
how groundlefs is the dread of a thi rd

der fi orm ? The chanc e is, perhaps,
many mi ll ions -to one

,
that we (hal l die

by fome of the lefs v iolent procelfes of
nature ; or, fhould the fi re of heaven

real ly confign us to the tomb, what ex i t

can
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can we conceive more eafy an
'

d inftantae

The highland women of Bigorre and

parts adjacent
, are {imply clad in the

red hood mentioned above, with a coarfe

jacket and petticoat. Some of them

have no fi ockings, and others, ftockings

without foles. Their employment at .

the watering places is mofi ly confined

to mak ing up, and warming beds, fweep

nefs, naivete, and a pleafant vivac ity

be more fly and fu l len ; and a Parifian

petit-ma
’

i tre wou ld readi ly enough mif

take them for Hottentots or Orang

outangs . Their drefs u fually confi fi s of

a coat of th ick frieze, manufactured at

home, remarkablywide breeches, éraem

of the Gauls, and either a wh ite bonnet

with a red tuft, or a frieze nigh t cap.

Many of them throw over all a very
x 2 coarfc
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coarfe cloak, with a hood , and fomewear

the hood withou t the cloak . Their (hoes,
or cfi artiller, are of pack- thread

,
the

foles clofe and thick, the upper part,
l ike net-work, having two cords to twme

and tie about the ancl e, in the manner

of bufkins. The common language of

the country is a d ialect of the old Bif

cayan, which foundsh arfh to the ear of

a firanger, yet claims refpeét as a rel ic

of thofe Iberians, who, retiring into the

wilds ofa prov ince impervious to armies,

preferved , amid the wafi eful conten

tions of Romans, Goths, and Saracens,
their native cufioms and Celtic idiom.
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until the tal e of Jufi in will
'

fi an
'

d ex

amination, and fome phyfi cal or hiltori~

cal trace of a lake be difcov ered.

When the V ifigoths chofe th i s c ity

for thei r capital
,
they too fuccefsfully

labou red to obliterate every v eltige of

the Roman name. Upon the road to

Blagmze, and near the ebdteau de St.

M iebel, a forry fragment of the amph i

tive . It feems to have been of an oval

form, and confi rué’ted of bricks and

fmall (tones. Its fi tuation favours the

conjefi ure that the ci ty once occup ied

more ground , or flood upon a different

li te .

In 73 2 , Touloufe was taken and p i l

laged by the Saracens. During feveral

centuries i t was governed by its , own

Counts, but was united to the crown

under Philip the Bold , 1 2 7 2 .

Touloufe ftands upon the Garonne,

45 l eagues welt of Mo‘pellier, and

169 S.
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1 69 S. W. of Paris, in an ample plain,
ferti le in corn

,
m il let, and mu lberries ;

and its tal l fpires, {hooting under a pu re

and warm fky, convey, at a l ittl e difr .

tance
, fome vague notion of eaf’tern

magnificence .

Including the immed iate fuburbs, fe

parated from the wal l only by a gate or

bridge
,
th is town meafures in a f’traight

l ine
, from North to South ,

‘

2 000 toifes
,

and, from Eal’t to Weft 1 2 00. Mr.

Necker fiates its popu lat ion at

The average annual confumption offlour

i s fetz
'

erff , wh ich , accord ing to

th e mean cal cu lation in France
, of three

fetiers to each individual , would give

But, in all attempts to efi imate

popu lation, i t is ex tremely d iffi cu l t to

approx imate the tru th . Now
,
however

,

that I have got among numbers
,
I may

be al lowed to add to the annual bil l of
fare—1 700 head of cattle - 6500 calves

if A fctier nearly correfponds to ten bulhels.

x 4 33,0o0



3 1 2 TOULOU S E .

{beep hogs—and

lambs and kids
,
not includ ing

bu tcher meat of different forts pu rchafed

withou t the liberties of the town.

Here are eight gates
,
double thenum

ber Ofplaeerpuoliguer, with many publ ic

bu i ldings and private hOtels. Of th e

principal fi reets, few are defic ient in

length or breadth
, but all are roughly

paved, dil’tributed wi thou t regard to

Uniformi ty or neatnefs, and never en

l ivened by the act ivity of thebufy or the

gay. The brick preferves its colou r better

than in London, and its dark fhade is

frequently rel ieved by white wafhing or

paint . Only one hOtel
,
at prefent oe

cupied by one of the prefi dents, is real ly
bu ilt of Prone, and is fi yled by way of

eminence la moi/on o
’
epierre. The other

hOtels, of which fome are elegant and
fi ately, are dil’tingu ilhed, in the French

fi yle, by the fami ly name blazoned in
capitals over the gate-way.
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The church of St . Sernirz (Sa mm inm)
ranks nex t in point of d igni ty—a lofty
venerable p ile, with a fine tapering fpire ,
rich in pompous decorations and r elies,
but dark wi thin as the abode of fuper

flition. It was founded by bit p Syl

v ius, afterwards dubbed a faint
,
con

tinned by St. Ex uperius, and finifhed

by St. Raymond , 1 096. Its abbot has

a large revenue, and prefides in his

chapter of 2 4 canons
”

, 10 prebendaries
,

1 0 priefts of the choir, amailer of cere
monies, See.

The pil lars wh ich fupport the roof,
have marred the noble fimplicity of de

fign, forwh ich the large and elevated

chu rch of the Dominicans has been fo

much celebrated .

The Cordeliers likewife boal’t of a

c ions andwel l proportioned temple
,with

its tal l fpire, a neat fquare convent, with

a handfome garden, and cloil’ters
“hung

round with paintings relative to the
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hifiory of St. Francis. In their charnel

hOufe
,
a fubterraneous vau l t, are ranged

'

along the wal l,and in an erect pollu t e ,

about fi x ty or fev enty corpfes, moft pi

tifully fhrunk and l ight , the flelb and

hair total ly decayed , bu t the fkin, l ike

brown l eather
, clofely adhering to the

bones. The features
,
in fome infi anceSa

ticularly recol lect an aged nun, wi th her

hands crolfed upon her breaf’c, her head

humbly raifed, and the configu ration of

her lips pourtraying awe, blended with

pious h0pe and relignation. Others feem.

to wear a cynical fmile, the ri/z
'

er Sar

dom
'

em ,
or grin of death . Maupertu is,

near the clofe of l ife, frequently dc

fcended into th is ghaf
’
tly manfion. A

friend one day alhed him, at whom

the dead were langhing—he infiantly
anfwered —at tbe liv ing . Some of

thefe bod ies, if we can bel ieve the

conductor, have remained in th e vault
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during four centuries , and have all been

taken from graves in the chu rch ; for

thofe interred in the garden or cloifi er

are confumed in th e ufual way . Some

afcribe the fi ngular property of the

chu rch earth to the prefence of flaked

l ime, wh ich had been al lowed to incor

porate with the foi l during the bu ild ing
of the edifi ce, bu t the monks have t e

courfe to the more fimple theory of a

permanent m iracle. S im i lar images of

the departed are ex h ibited in thebouvent

of Capuch ins near Pal ermo ; and the

ifland of Stroma
,
in the Pentland Frith

,

was once noted for its repofi tory of

mummies.

La Dorade, a chu rch of confiderable

antiqu i ty, takes its name from a gilt

image of the . v irgin, wh ich is borne in

proceflion upon occafions of public ca

lamity .

The Carthufian cloil’ters are uncom

monly ex tenfi ve, and open into an orange

grove .
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bilhop of Touloufe and the abbot of

St. Sernin are counfellors ex qfi cio.

To this department likewife belong two

honorary prefidents, and two honorary

knights . Five prefidents (i martini and

feventeen counfellors confi itu te the tour

nelle. Each of the inquel
‘
t chambers has

two prefidents, and from fifteen to twen

ty counfellors. To the requefls are attach

ed two prefidents, eleven ord inary, and

two honorary counfellors. Subordinate

to the above dcfcription of offi ce-bearers
,

are the advocates and folicitors general
,

recorders, fecretaries, &c . In the printed

lift of advocates for th is year I find two

hundred and fou r names. Some of them

merely give adv ice, others draw upme

morials
,
and others plead. I hear.

‘

of

none who are celebrated for tal ents of

argumentation or eloquent harangue,
and the profefiion is not efi eemed the

limit repu table in the world . The ad

vocates obv ioufly facer at theprcfidents,
and
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and the c itizens at the advocates. I have

heard of one of the latter, named Adam,

who regu larly prepared fpeeches for one

of the prefidents ; but having been fud

dea ly call ed to Paris, and his employer

having ventured to difcourfe, was more

than once very ferioufly embarrafl
'

ed.

A fly . barrifi er whifpered, loud enough

to .be heard even by the difconcerted

magiltrate, Adam, wbere art 117014 ?

With the advocates may be clafi
'

ed fi x ty

fi x principal agents, each ofwhom has

his two fubl’ritutes. -What a numerous

hofl
,
levred for th e dif’tribution ofjufi ice

in a fi ugle province

The town-houfe, d ignifi ed with the

name of Capital, from the Capitalizzm qf
Tole/a, forms an entire fide of the public

fquare. The front is adorned with pilw

lars of the Corinthian order, of the

marble of Languedoc , and the windows

wi th fplendid balconies . In the great

hal l, is a fuite of the portraits of the

molt eminent cit izens, an admired
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painting of the entry ‘

of Lou is X IV.

and a public regifi er of all the remark

able events which have occurred
“

in th e “

place and neighbourhood during fi x

c enturies.

The eight principal magifi rates, or

Capitaulr, acqu ire nobi li ty in v i rtue of

their election
, tranfmit i t to their pof

rarity, and are the only munic ipal ofi cers

in the kingdom who are enti tled to wear

the Comtal robe . Six are elected an

nually, and two re- eleéted—all from

c itizens, who have been fou r years fue

cefi i vely members of the pol itical counc il .

The court of ex change, erefi ed by
l etters patent

, confi fi ing of a prior, and

\

confular afl
’

efl
’

ors
,
nominated from the

mercant il e clafs of inhabi tants
,
is autho

rized to judge
,
in the fi rlt inf’tance, in

all quel
’
tions purely commerc ial , ad

rnifi ers jufi ice gratuitoufly, and has

been known to difpatch a hundred
caufes in one day . When the litigated

pro
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bilboquet is a favourite amufement among
the young of both (ex es.

'

l D

The bridge communicating with the

F au xbourg St . Cypri en, a folid bu i lding;
the work of Manfard

,
deferves to the

m entioned , but not in the ex travagantly
encomiafi ic language of the Touloufains:

They are, indeed , ex tremely
'

part ial to

every thing connected with theirlcity i;

and, when they gravely affert that the

latter is inferior only to Paris, i t
“

is eafy

to perceive that a fhort diflance feparates

them from Gafcony. Why boal’t they
not rather of the noble and

'

ex tend
'

ed

profpeé
‘
t from th is bridge i—of the Py

'

renees at 1 00 m i les, and of . tlie . Ce

v enues, blended with
‘

orher heights r in

Auvergne
,

apparently . connect ing rthe

chain of
‘

Alps ?

L

‘The univerfi ty, - fourided fi ill

retains a
'

n ame as a fchool of law,
and

has -2 6 profcfi
’

or

'

s“ Several of‘ its
fi

fcol-J

leges
,
have : been deferted, owingmno

doubt
,
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’

doubt, in part, to an obflinate and fool

, lfh perfeverance in the trammels of febo

laflic rou tine . Profefl
‘

ors who have

t aught during 2 0 years
,
acqu ire the titl e

of Count of Later. But
,
whilfl: Mon

tefqu ieu
’

s Ejfin
’

t dc: loix continu es to be

prohibited
,
the l ectures even of a Count

cannot be highly captivating.

Subordinate feminaries, and private

teachers in all th e elicntial and orna

mental parts of education, are by no

wanting. Many, too, are th e

public and private libraries, and cabinets

of the curious. Lodging and board are

cheap and comfortable, and gentlemen
,

-no

'

doubt, may be found of elegant and

enlightened minds. Yet wou ld I not

be aIccefl
'

ary to placing a young foreigner

for his education in a c ity where a

v ic ious pronunciation and phrafeology

infefi the difcourfe even of the higher

ranks, where fuperl
'

tition impedes th e

progrefs of learning,
'

where afavage in

Y 2 qu ifi tion
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quifi t
-ion and the condemnation ofGalas

have darkened the abodesofphilofophy,
and the academy of the Floral games.

The latter, I need hardly is pe

cul iat to Touloufe, had its origin early
in the r4th century,r and flill hoids its

annual meeting upon the th ird of May:

when five prizes are adjudged to the fun.
.

cefsfulcompetito rs inpoetic compofi tions
'

.

The charafi er and tranfaéi ions of

M arcus Antonia: P rimal we uld occupy
a few pages of th is chapter, were they
not ablyfleetched by that mafi erepaintex
Tacitus.

know little d ie than that he was a rhe

torician.

The few particulars wh ich have been

tranfmitted to pofi erity of the Troubav

dours,P eterVidaland
'Wilfiamde FW hat,

wil l be found in St. Pelaye
'
s sMemoirs on

Ch ivalry, and inMrs.Dobfon’s Abridge

ment of that work.
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to the fury of the l eaguers. On the roth

of February
,

I5 89, as he .raifed his

hands to heaven, and prayed for his tali

faflins, he was mortal ly woundedf and

e x ecuted wi th
‘every demonftration

’

o
'

f

wanton ferocity. Yet, the

h e had laboured to proteéi: the c i ty from

the plague, . had founded the college toll;
Efqm

’

llc, and giv en , repeated , proof80 of

publ ic and private l iberal ities Em J rl
'

l
‘

Gziz
'

n
’
a F our , feignent of Pibracf ena.

joyed the wel l , earned fame of, a _ fcholar

and profound c ivil ian! Yet fewof, his

writings are now'

perufed, if wegrex cept
‘

his q
’

ualraim , charaé
’
cerifed by, an elegant

fimplicity, and tranllated
,

- even, into
Turkilh , Arabic, and Perfin . Inj pite
of Bay le .and the

’

abbé de Cogdillac, tthe
c ircum i’tances relate d of his intrigue

with Marguerite, confort to Henry ,

IV.

may ex c ite the fufpicion of the cahdid
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‘

32 7

and
'

fc
’

eptical, wh ile his apology
~ fo jr ‘ tshe

malfacre of St . Bartholomew
’

s arraigns
his criminal 'weaknefs or unprincipled

furgeon , publi ihed a colleé’tion
'

o
‘
fpoems

in the Languedocian dialeét, and is re

m the provincial bard ; bu t the

following has been remarked for i ts

Tan! guc If : d az e/ctr, perfa/uda 1 amour,

Go, g‘entle lhepherds, haunt the grove,
While t bus darts his fcorching ray
Go , myriad warblers,welcome love
With thnlling note and ro undelay.

1

A model’t inoffenfi ve dem‘eanour en

hanced the genius of M az
’

gnan a felf

Y 4 taught
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taught geometrician and natural philofqg
pher.

The (cone: to Cardinal Richlieu has

immortal ized Maynard , one firfi;

poets who gave cafe and eleg

native language, whore

tiOns are fondly quoted

men, andwhom V olta1re has judi
efi imated as a writer and a man. Over

the door of his fi ndy, in his country

La: d’g/pfrer at (1: meplaindt c

C
’

g/Iici guej
’
amnd: la mort,

And thus he adv ifes his fon to apply,

to the bar, rather than feck preferment
at court :

Nefont que de bellerprzfom,

P lane: d’tl/zfflm mg/émbler.
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with grainy v ines“ol ives, i and mulben

lages in our swayfi a
'

nd fingle cdwellings

appeared mo re (paringly ‘
fcattered i than

m ight be ex pefi ed in fuch a ifinex linaate,
-and near a trading town. l m ”

n . inWI

.Independently of thofe . focial. ties

wh ich twine’

about the heart, local attach?

ments have the i r charms
,

’

are fi rengthn

ened by temporary abfencé, ,and ex c ite

a gender interel
’
c .when the fcenes with

which they are afi
'

ociated are
'

clofing

'
on

F
,
the v iew. With fomething more

than curiofi ty d id I recognize thofe parts



F ROM m eme s , & c . 33 1

of the Comtat to which my feyes had

been lately fo fam il iar, and the thought

that I mni’c bid them a long, perhaps

an eternal farewel, only endeared them

As webegan to
'

afcen
'

d
,
our attention

l eft. d F rorn a height within a m i le and

bye a '
1glittering sfi ream f on one hand‘

,

Mont- v entoux arofe 'flately l in
' the idif

fi ance, 3whilfi onthe oth’er
,

”

th
i

effpires of

majefi ic river .
"

mm of the anc1ents, is a
' town of, mo~

dera
'

ite fi zc , win
'

the ‘Lower Languedoc,
(eated at the foot of a rock, twelve m i les

gait of Nifmes Its modern appellation

is
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is derived from Bel/aquaa
'
m , wh ich , in

Low Latin,defigned the fquare caflle

on the (ummit of the rock . This for

trefs, f
’
till refpeaablefi n its

.
ruins, was

difmantled 163a. The town
'

is
'

encmm

paired, rather than defend ed , by regular

wal ls
, and contains fewpublic bu ild ings

ofany confequence, ex cept thebé tel-de

vil le, three chu rches, and an abbey of

Benediél ines. It is noted for its annual

fai r, whichj s held ,Upon the M d of fi lly,

lafi s three days, attracts Imerchants and

traders from ‘

various countries, even

from Petha
,
andArmenia, and occafiont

a circulation of feveral mil l ions ofv livres.

As the town is inadequate to the eccome

modation of all the (h angers, 11 . of
them pals the night in tents.

Dined at theMid dz: Lax emém g with
two gentlemen, one of whom hadm
d icated the be lt portion of his life to
fo r
'
eign travel , and had acqu ired the

franknefs and urbanity of a cofmopolite.

2
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tiers. Accufed of detefi ed crimes, drag-b

ged from cattle to caflle
,
menaced wi th

torture, condemned by an infamous tri s

bunal
,
{tript of his pofi

'

efli ons, and torn

from his fam i ly, who vainly appeal ed to

was for ever banifhed from the country

wh ich he had blefi
'

ed and adorned .

Hardly had he efl
’

eé
’
ted his efcape from

the prifon of Poitiers, when ba
‘

twas

again arrefle
’

d
,
and lodged in the con

vent of Cordel iers at Beaucaire. Per

ceiv ing that his enemi es fought his l ife;
he continued to maintain a private cor

refpondence with j ean dc

trufi y friend and partner in trade The

latter, accompanied by a few faithful

afl
'

ociates, qu ietly effected the l iberation

of the prifonér at midnight,
'

and fafely

conducted him by land tola tour dz: have,
whence a bark conveyed him to Mar

feilles. V illage attended him by land

to Nice, where both embarked on bond

an
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an armed v efl
'

el
,
and croffed to Pifa.

From Pifa
,
they j ourneyed to Rome, and

ex perienced the difi ingu ilhed hofpitality
of N icholas V . Unfortunately

,
that

good pontiff paid the debt of nature

beforeh is perfecuted guel
’
t had wel l re

pofed from the fatigu e of hiswanderings

and the
“ faintnefs of difeafe. Having

fpent fome months in fettl ing his affairs

wi th fuch of his agents and correfpond

cnts as remained true to their engage

ments, Coeur took an affeCtionate l eave
of his friend and del iverer, and fet fai l

in the -fleet wh ich Cal ix tus III. had

equ ipped -for an ex pedition againft the

Turks. As it does not appear that h e

held a commifli on
, i t is fuppofed that

he avai led himfelf of an armed convey

ance to fome ifland of the Archipelago,
whereon he m ight recru i t his health and

labour to forget his fufi
'

erings. Mon

fi eurBonamy, of the academy ofinferip-s

tions and bel les lettres
, has too fuc

ccfsfully
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eefsfully refu ted the popular, but roman:

tic
,
tal e of his retreat in Cyprus, and a

'

return of profperous fortune . Certain

i t is
,
that Coeur was landed among the

fi ck
,
when the fqadron touched at Chins,

and that he died upon that iflan
'

d intNoJ

vember 1456.

Thu s it is, that the fate of an indie

v idual , in an age comparatively remote,
has tranfported me from thebanks

‘

of the

Rhone to Rome
,
and from

‘

Rome to

Chios . I envy not his feelings who

would deem the digrefli on ex curfive or

prolonged. Wi th fond , with weep ing
interef’t we l ili en to the tale of fanc ied

woes—and {hal l we difdain to trace
.

the

fi riking v icifli tudes of real l ife ?

We walked aerofs the t ne
,
partly

on a bridge of boats, and partly on an

ifland formed , by late accretions, and

which , overrun wi th grafs and brulh
wood, renders the old adage,
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the banks of that fi ream wh ich , ifi
'

uing

from the happy mountains of the V al

lais, has, for ages, con tinu ed its ma

jefi ic flow,
imparting life to the {h ifting

fcene, and enhanc ing the charms of

every fummer day.

The very moderate ex tent ofTang/Eon

was remarked by Strabo , who terms i t

m mx m y. It fi ands direaly Oppofi te to

Beaucaire, at five l eagues from Avignon
,

and four from Arles, has an old cattle
,

a chapter of fifteen canons, and a few

convents. Its traffic confifi s ch iefly in

oil, fiarch , and a fort of fi uffs of hlk

and wooll en. The air of the env irons

is faid to be temperate and heal thy. The:

ground is more defi cient in wood than

in verdure or grain, and is fo l ight, that

a one horfe or one qfi ‘

plough fufiices for

ti llage. The women work much in the

fi elds, and not a few of them without

Tic ckings or (hoes, or even covering up
on the head to threw them from thefun.

Ii enee
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Hence (0 many prematurely brown and

withered c omplex ions among the femal e

The legendary fpirit of the tenth cen

tu ry gave currency to the tal e of Laza

rus. Martha and Mary having been ex

pofed in the Mediterranean, in a velfel

withou t fails,
‘

and drivenUpon th e coafi:

of . Provence
,
Martha, i t feems, retired

to Tarafcon
,
where {he tamed a fright

ful ferpent, the huge tam/qua, or de

vouring dragon, a bugbear {til l dreaded

by the ch i ldren of th e country .

Claude dc Bectoz , abbefs of St. Ho

nore, of th is place, was efi eemed th e

molt l earned and accomplilhed lady of

her age. Francis I. recommended her

l etters as a model of epif
’
tolary writing,

and, in company wi th queen Margaret

of Navarre, honoured her with a v ifi t.

P rion: dc Moliercr
, a man of fcience,

calm, and even phlegmati c in his general
department, was tenderly al ive to every

2 2 breath
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breath direfled againfl: his darling fyfi em

of modified vortices . Ifwe may believe

h is biographer
,
he even died of a fi t, of

pallion
,
induced by a v iolent difputation

in defence of his phyfical tenets. We

p ity or deride fuch warm perti
'

nac ity ;

yet intemperance of zeal for precon

ceiv ed Opinions difi ufes its bane among
thoufands of

' the fpecies, and pollu tes

even the rec etTes of domefi ic l ife.

Le
’

on Menard was born 1 706. H is

writings procured him admiflion firfi

into the academy of Marfeilles, and afl

terwards into that of Infcriptions and

Bel les Lettres at Paris . Mo
'

delt and um

ambitious, he l ived in obfcurity, and

died in poverty. H is hil’tory ofN ifmes
,

7 vols. 4to, is fi rangely difproportioned

to his fubjeét, yet contains the materials

of a curious and au thenti c account of

that interefling city .

Purfued our rou t e through fi elds in

fi llow, or covered wi th poor grafs jor
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The evening was occupied in pay ing
'

our devoirs to two remarkable monu-
r

ments, wh ich befpeak the elegance Of

the Anguilan age, and the fi ts ofGlanym

Liv ii, a
.
town which now-ex if

’
ts only in

name. As my remarks on the triumphal

arch and real or fuppofed maufoleum do

not material ly differ from thofe of Mr.

Swinburn ,
I beg leave to refer to that

gentleman
’

s Journey into Spain. A mi

lord Anglois, faid our conductor, has

lately taken accurate meafurements and

plans of both the bui ldings, With a V i ew

to erect ex aét im i tations of them on his

own grounds. Why do not other lords

followhis ex ample ? By a feries of fuch

tranfplantations, if I may be al lowed
the ex preflion, m ight not palpable mo

dels of ancient architeéture be difi ufed
,

and tranfmitted through an indefinite
fuccefi i on of ages . One half of the

fi rms fq
'

uandered on the turf
,
or at the

gaming table, wou ld deck Great Bi d
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tain with the obelifks, arches, amph i

theat res, and temples of Greece and

Rome.

2 6th Our progrel
'

s to Organ was

acrofs a flat country, prefenting a lingu

lar m ix ture of verdant and parched

plains, interfeéted by a ridge of rock.

Not a femblance of a cloud (potted the

flcy, wh ile Montventoux and Cavai l lon

we re eafi ly diltingu ifhed, and the dark

rocks of Vauclufe frowned in the dif

tance.—With what eagernefs wou ld I

have
,

approached them ! That we
might ‘

not mifs an early pa
'

fl
'

age to Italy,
we had not retard ed our voiturin a tingle

hour ; but as his mu les requ ired reil at

Cams , I bargained with the pod -mailer

of Orgon to convey us to the Fountain,

and back to our gite in the evening.

The fel low we ll knew that we wou ld

not be all owed to re- crofs the Durance

after fun- let ; and, had it not been for

theboatmen and pottillion, who timely
Z 4 warned
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warned us of this c ircumfi ance, the diu

grefi ion, . however defi rable , wou ld have

colt us another day. The poll-matter

feemed not ua l i ttl e chagrined when he

found us refolute in proceeding direé
’
dy

fou thwards , and we were not lefs fo al?

being thu s cruel ly tantal ized. ar is lq

O rgon (E magz
'

num ' of Ptolemy) is ?

fmall town with a conv ent of Ara/gum;

dadce (if free- li one , of abeau tifu l wh ite .

The calcareous rocks are fu l l ‘of p
’

etri-Q

fi ed flaells, and one o
'

f‘chhlk and {hath

archbi
'

fh0p
3 of Aix

,

“
at.

i rrigation, but in terrupted for want
‘
d
’

f
'

funds ;

At Cenas
,

‘'
apleafantly frtuat

‘edvillagé;
z

abou t three
‘

m i les from
'

Orgoh, is a b
i

as

”

re trial caltle in ruins. The feigneur
‘of

.the
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remarkable occurrence at th e diftanc
'

e ,

perhaps
,
of only a few yards ? And

who would give imp l ic it faith to the

recitals of the mo ll; unpreju
’

diced hifto

rian

2 7th. Having ftarted before daWn
,

ou r attention was attraé’ted to the north

eal’s quarter of the heavens by a red au

rora boreal is A tianfient‘meteor is

more than fu iiicient to rev ive the fcenes

an
‘

d affociations of you th and hom e ;
and th is lum inou s appearance , compari

tiv ely rare in the fou th of Eu rope , m ight

be faid toflq/bupon my memory the re;
membrance of the pail.

Broad day- l ight betrayed a rocky
,

parched, and thinly peopled country.
S topt at Lambg/Z

‘

, a fmall town on an

em inence
,
fupplied with ex cel lent water,

and enjoying an atmofphere of repu ted

falubrity. The inn had a lefs inviting

afpea than the private houfes. The

town clock is one of the many infi ances
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of ingenious
,
bu t ufelefs contrivance,

upon which much valuable time and in?

d uf’try
:
have been expended . Yet I

joined the badaadr who applauded the

movements of a puppet man, woman
,

and child, and mufi acknowledge that

the figures act ed their parts with ad,

mirable precifion, Helm ! ex claimed

one. of the by-Pcanders, you; me fi mmc:

{our qua def automates . Little incl ined

to difcufs metaphyfi cs in a publ ic fi reet
,

I left him to ruminate on his delefi able

petition, and, impel led by the powerful

motives of heat and thirf
’
t
,
proceeded to

a fru i t (tal l , where a woman
, impel led

by the mot ive of ahaw-penny, handed
me a dozenof peaches.

A few almond- trees fometimes t e

lieved the dreary afpeét of rock and

fi nd. As this plant blofi
'

oms in F ebru

ary, i t is l iable to fufl
'

er from late frofi s
,

and feldom yi elds more than one good

crop in five years.
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F rom St. Catt/tat fi les [a

a calcareous hill , in wh ich

gypfum ,
fi lex

,
fofi i l fhells,

refi ion of this
‘

ridge , at
'

a place
r

dalled

Caéamzc, fev eral vari eties of lavaaiid

ihori indicate an ex iing
'

uiih ecl grater .“

Whil e the fun fi ill beamed on the

thankle fs wafi e, Aiie,
" iu the

‘ bottom of

a val ley nearly encompafi
'

ed
'

'wi th hi l l}.

and lrocks,'burfi
'

on oii r v idw likefl

c ity. Thc ‘

townwal l ,‘
what dilapidaféd,

« fiand i defi ijru ta
fi éf"a

ditch , is very inadequate to
‘ihe’

ofi defence. Bu t the ilPeets are

ralwel l paved

houfes genteely confi rué’ted of
’
a
’

jbé
p

auii

fulwhite fi one
, with fronts ufually

" ‘
or

namented wi th feulpture and
‘

bal con i es,
Hence thi s city

,
occupy ing a fmall fpace,

wi th a popu lation of has been
called P ari: in miniata

-

re. An oceali onal

dirty lane or the oiled paper of a wi ne
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wou ld confider himfelf under very par

ticular ob l igations to any difciple of a

Prieflly or Lavoili er, who fhould even

partial ly fupply thiswant ofcomplaifance

in th e great lum inary . Before peram

bulat ing one half of the town
,
the . ap

proach of n ight warned u s to . refume

our lodgings. One of our . m ellmates

kind ly furnifhed me wi th the fo l lowing

parti cu lars : Aix is wel l fupplied wi th

ex cel lent water, fi ib, and frii its ; but
good beef and mutton, and the products

of th e dairy can hardly be ex pefited in

a country defi itute of pali ure. There

is, belides, a defic iency of garden fi ufl
‘

,

and pou l try is brought from a
’

diltance

t1101i from the Lionnois. Handfome

bu i ldings for the accommodation
, of

fi rangers have been confiruéted near the

baths. The warm fources feem to d iffer

l ittle from common water when heated
,

but are frequ ently recommended in cafes
of gout, dropfy, palfy, (curvy, and con

fumptions.
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fumptions. They were known to the

Romans
,
and

,
after having lain long

conceal ed
,
were re - difcov ered abou t a

c entu ry ago. Solinu s al leges that, in

his time
,
they had’ 1091: part of thei r

heat and repu tation. Their temperature

is near ly the fame as that of the Q i
'
een

’

s

bath , at Bath . The univerfi ty, founded

1409, conli f’ts of the three facu l ties of

theology, jurifprudence, and medicine,
but has never attained to great cel ebrity.
Smollet was l ittle enamoured of the d i

mate ; but, l ike molt inval ids deprived

of the comfort of one’s own fi re-fi de,

hé was difpofed to be fretfu l. 1: is

rather peevilh to make the fame moun

tains funnels in winter, and fcreens in

fummer.

Aix was the capital of the Saluvn or

Salii , but has its name from Aqua ,
im

poi
'

ed upon it by Caius Sex tius Calv inus,
who here founded a colony. Cain: Sex

tim P rocorfll, with Salm
'

oram genie,

13 equal
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aqua: Sex /far condia
’
it . Liv . As this cg

lony was afterwards encreafed byAugufi

tus, we find i t alfo deflgned Coloniq

j
‘
u/ia Augu a .

The ol ives and oi l of the immediate

neighbou rhood are reckoned the fi rflin
Provence ; and the adjacent v ineyards

y ield a confi derable quantity of Wines

and brandy.

A fingular affemblage of mar ine pe

trifaétions was difcovered th irty or forty

years ago, in the heart of a hardmarble

quarry, I5 m iles from th e fea, and 648

feet above its l evel , on a fpot wi thout
the town wal ls. Shark’s teeth and {hells

were difi inaly remarked ; but human

bones, and even entire ikulls
, were

ceived by the eye of fancy, while the

Amfi erdam gazette, cool and methodical

in its very falfehoods, gravely afi
’

erted

that men had been found in an upright

pofi ure , regu larly ranged at the difiance

of a foot and a half
, and confdhdaited

with
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Our view of the country was

intercepted in the morning by a thick

haze. When the fun broke ou t, the
fi elds on every fide appeared fandy

and withered , though occafionally inter

fperfed wi th gardens. The road fre

quently narrowed , and, confi dering that

i t lay between two diltingu iih ed c ities,
was very litt le frequ ented In the

j ourney of a day , as in that of
-

l ife
, the

fcenery is checquered, and am uninte

ref’ting padage may conduc
’

t to the

brightel
’
t profpeéi s . At la Vfi e, a de

l ightfu l and roufi ng fpeétacle
~ opened

on our v iew—the gu lf of Lyons

gleaming in the fun
,

. the fai l fwel‘liirg
from afar, dark grey mountains, roman

tic rocks, pié
’
tu refque iflets

,
a «

proud

c ity, wi th her fpaciou s port, and villas

crowded among vineyards
,
ol ive and fig

trees—A more ex tenfi ve verdure only
’

waswanting to render it truly enchanting.
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~Marj éiller was g fonnded about 600

years before
' the Chrifi ian aera

,
by, a

'

colony of Ph0ceans . from Ionia, who
early c u l ti vated commerce, and gave

umbrage to Carthage . ~ Mou lding thei r

gove
'

rnmeni
'

u'

pon t h
'

e plan of th e G reek‘.

and -The publi c -embellifhments

of gtheir city, the plantation of their ,
colonies at Tou lon,

N ice
,
Antibes, 8 m.

the ir liberal encouragement of arts and

fciencqs , . and .their fchools, wh ich vied

with the celebrated academies of Athens

and,t odes, attefi e
‘

d
, at once, the ex

tentl of the1r griefources and the
“elegance

of their tafi e . Cicero heli tates nor to ‘

fi yle Marfeilles nav e Gal/iarzzm zi t/M 7343;

Livy praifes the highly polithed manners

ofi the inhabitants rand Taci tus, u fually
fpari ti g ; ,enqugh of

’ words .and compl i

ments,“ emp loys the fol lowing very

pginted ,
ex preliions : eum ab

illecebris peccantium, pra ter ipfius bo
A A z nam
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nam integramque natu ram, quod fi atim

parvu lus fedem at magi/Wain fi adz
'

orum

rt prov inciali paqfimom
'

a mfi um
, ac dens

compo/5mm. It appears from s ar
,

Pl iny, and Jufi in, that the fpirit of c i

vilization and improvementwas difi
'

ufed

over the province. We likewife learn
t
hat

the Romans fent their ch ildren to

feilles to be educated in the languages,
eloquence

,
belles lettres

,
and philofophy.

If we confider the then infant Rate

of navigation
,
and

'

the perils incident ’

to a tediou s courfe of waiting, we ihitll

be difpofed
'

to clafs Pytheas and *"Eu

themenes among the fi rfl: of nautical

adventurers. The former, clearing the

{h eights of G ibral tar
,
proceeded as

‘
far

north as Tbule’ (probably audio

direéting his courfe
'

along the ‘

fhoresof
"

the Baltic, v ifi ted th e borders of
'

the

V ii’tula ; while the latter,
'

advancirig
'

fouthward, ex plored the coali of Sene

gal.
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pey
,
and the fi ege which they fo long

and manfu l ly fuliained, terminated in the

dependence of a once free and happy

people
,
in the e x tinct ion of their virtues,

and even of thei r name. In the fifth

century, few traces of their language

remained, and they tamely acknow

ledged the fway of Enric , king of th e

V ifigo ths , and ofAlaric
,
his fon . They

received
,
in fuccef fion , the yoke ofTheo

dof1us, king of the Oftrogoths, of the

Merovingian
,
Carlovingian

,
and Bu r

gundian princes, and
,
latterly, obeyed

the Counts of Arles and Povence. In

the reign of Lewis the Bl ind, and under

the government of Hugh Count of

Arles, Marfeilles, l ike other mari time

towns, e x perienced the wafting hand of

the Saracen . Under Conrad the Pac i
fi c

, it breathed from its calamities ; but
its immediate governors

,
or v ifcounts,

ex ercifed an abfolu te au thority towards

the end of the tenth century.
—A faint
g l immer~
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g l immering of long lol’t freedom marked

the feeble fway of th e fi ve fons of

G eofi
'

roy, bu t became ex tinCt under the

re ign of Charles of Anjou , brother to

Saint Lewis.

Themodern port is flill free , engroffes

a very confiderable {hare of th e Levan t

trade
,
the annual ex ports of that de

partment alone being averaged at th i rty

m i l l ions of l ivres, and e x tends its bom

m erce to the es i’t
,
to Gu inea

,
and to

America. The quays
,
ex tending 1nto

th e town
, and form ing a bafon capable

of containing 2 000 (hips
,
are crowded

by Jews
,
Turks

,
G reeks

,
Armenians

,

,
Moors, Spaniards, and G enoefe . The

e ntrance is narrow and fheltered by

hil ls, wi th only 1 6 feet of water. The

fplendour of the adj oining bu ildings
,

the buzz of tongues, th e fwarms ofboats

which p ly in the harbour , and the con

v eyance of variou s commodities, afford

a bril l iant and l ively fpcétaclc , to which

. the eyes of few are fam il iar.
A A
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The number of inhabitants in the

old and new town is roundly, and
,

perhaps, vaguely computed at

Necker, who is efteemed fohet and re

gu lar in his cal culations, reckons

Bu t I fi nd Monfi eur Raym‘ond
,
in a

paper inferted in the Memoirs of the

M edical Society at Paris
,
reduces them

to He likewife remarks that

the proportion of males ex ceedé
‘
that of

females
,
that fingle perfons are more

numerous than the married
,
that mar

riages are lefs fru i tfu l , and ch ildren

more l iable to mortal i ty than in moft

large towns.

One wil l ecafe to wonder at the lofs

of by the p lague, if one wi l l

have the fort itude to traverfe the dirty
fireets of the old town. They are

mol’tly tenanted by the lower clafi
'

es of

people, efpecially by fam i l ies who fubfi ll:
by fifhing. Many of their antique dwel l

ings are covered with a compofi tion of

Clay



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


362 m om N I S M E S

is bordered , as at Aix
,
by tal l and fhady

trees. The modern houfes of individu

als are conflruaed in a handfome fiyle,

but few of the public ed ifices defe’ rve

very particu lar notice .

The town-houfe , upon the principal
quay, fi rft attraCts the attention of a

fi ranger. The front is richly orn‘a

mented wi th has rel iefs, among which
appear blazoned the arni s of France, by

Puget. Its large hal l, on the ground

floor
,
ferves the purpofes ofan ex change,

bu t double the fpace wou ld be requ i red

to accommodate wi th e afe the numbers

that affemble at bu linefs hours. Surely

the French bear fqueezing in a carriage

or apartment with m ore meeknefs than

the Englilh . Having entered a l ittl e

before noon, I was accofi ed by a young

gent leman
, who I found had been long

in Tu rkey, and had had occafi on to oh~

ferve m uch qu i et
'

deportment
,
and ex

perienced much kind hofpitality even

among
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among .Mahometans. Believ e me, con
"

titiuied he
,
tbey are not [0 rude and ovar

bearing a ; many would rcprg/ mt tbeaz.

Tbs rabble at Corgflantinop/e do 720! (myth

fate apeople any more than the can.zi/le at

"

Paris , or watermm at London —He re

prefented the trade wh ich aél ually
'

fubl

fi lls between the Levant and the fouth
‘

of France as by no means correfponding
to the advantages which m ight natu rally
ref

'

ult from relative fi tuation, variety of

produce
,
the low price of labou r

, and

the
.

inaptitude of the Tu rks for the de

m tm o er
,
[er entra'ver H is broker in

llantly cal led him away, and I could no

longer trace him in the crowd —Ou r
fchools and coll eges teach us littl e of the

ways ofmen and the
'

intercourfe of na

tions . If at leifure to pafs fome months

at Marfe illes, I ihou ld, for information s

fake, bear with a l i ttl e dai ly jufi ling in

the Hotel de V i ll e .

—The upper apart
ments
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ments contain the celebrated paintings

of Serre, ex h ibiting the ravages of the

plague .

The theatre is a new and talleful edi

fi ce , with fi ve tires of box es or gal leries.

The company was numerous, and gayly

apparelled, but the aé
‘
tors rather earl/left

tbe madcfiy qf
’

flature.

Having been too late in applying for

a note of admiflion into the manufac

tory
,
we were deprived of the pleafure

of v iewing the cu rious preparations of

coral
,
which

,
wrought i nto bracelets,

necklaces, and a variety of ornamental

trinkets
,
is Ex ported to the Levant

,
Ara

bia
,
and even Indoftan. The coral itfelf

,

red, white, or black, or of fome of th e

intermediate lhades, is fi fhed from the

beginning of Apri l to the end of July,
upon the coafls of Provence and Sici ly,
but more abundantly near the African
Ihore . Its medical properties may jufi ly
be quefi ioned, though fome gravely al

lege
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flufi
'

s, quickfilver, cork, tin, and lead.
l

The imports conli ll of corn
,
rice

,
rai

lins
,
Cyprus wine, fponge , wax ,

drugsl

fi lks of various qual ities, fi ufi
'

s of goats
’

hai r
,

raw hides, copper, box -woo d
,

ol ive orl
,
pot- alh

,
gal ls

,
alum , ceppéfras;

Turkey leather, carpets, printed
'

mum
lins

,
&c .

The Catalans, no inconfiderable
’

tribe,
enjoy the ex cluli ve privi lege of

k
dealing

in wine within the5walls, ,

l have flightly hinted at the fources

of the weal th and (plendour ~ofaMar~ l

failles, and wou ld glad ly have ex patiated

upon its commercial profperity. .
But

the half- fi arv iog and ragged beingh of.

the fame nature and defi iny with ou t }
(e lves

,
who (0 often croll

‘

e
‘
s our path

in the mo ltflourilh ing towns of Europe“
reprefles our zeal for the undue accumusr
lat ion of riches in particu lar (pots

‘or in

the hands of any one clafs of a com

munity. The infi itution of hofpitals
may
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may remedy, but certainly d oes not t e

one for poor chi ldren ,
another for found

lingsgand theHotel-Dieu, which receives

lafi
;

cone is l
'

uppol
'

ed to d ie in every (even

better days,
‘

arenre lieved,wi th anxwus

and d el icate indullry, in the courfe of

t icular foc iety . The delign of fuch an.

inl
’
titu tion reflects the highefi h onou rfon

the feelingsx jf its founder, and increafes

the publ ic regret
'

that part of the capital
fhould have .

been
'

ex piended upon a u l
'

e-z

Magfeilles is armed defended by;
Wallfl and a

, citad el ; bu t poflefl
'

es
,
no

means of vigorou s refi llance on the land.

)

fideq 'lts arfenal is prov ided with

fi andnf arms.

Though ' included in Provence
,
the

Mafii lians .

‘

claim an independent jurifdic

8 don
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tion over thei r city and adjoining terrie

tory
,
wi th right to eleét their own ma

gili rates.

The corporation of fi lhermen is au

thorized to choofe four judges; orprude:

bummer (prudeflter bominer) , who decide

petty caules in the fpirit of
‘

equ i ty and

good fenfe
,
wi thou t fubjeét ing the par

ties to delay, fufpence, or chicane . They
hold their courts on Sunday

,
after pub

lic fervice .

The por
'

ters, too, confi itute a. corpora

tion. Their fi rength of body has‘be

come almolt prove rb ial ; yet few have

recorded that fidelity for which they are

not lefs em inent ly difi ingu ilhedu i A

tradefman or me rchant wi l l freely entrufi:

his molt important keys to the
i

porter at

tached to his ferv ice.

The abbey of St . -

. V i&or is reverfed

for its antiqu i ty ; bu t its fat revenues

have been fhared among facu lar canons,
who wear a golden crofs. —The v igil of

St . La
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walking. The neighbouring foi l is nab

turally poor and rocky bu t cl imate and;

indu llry have not combined in vain to
'

fcatter blofl
'

oms and verdure on the

bofom of aridity. Much nakednefs is

vil las) , whic h. fome have ei’timated at

fi ve or fi x hundred , and others at twelve

thoufand. So very vagu e is conjecture

when applied to number. Certainly

they are too much crowded for conveni

ence or retirement—and I fhould fooner

l ook for a country j eaf in Mofcow or

Smolenlko than in the v ic ini ty of Mar

feilles.

Before qu itting the latter
,
I {hould

notice the eflablifhment of its academy

of belles l ettres in 1 7 2 6, under the au

fpiecs of the maréchal duc de V i llars
,

then governor of Provence. It was
, at

the fame time
,
adopted by the French

academy, to which i t fends, in the way
of annual tribute

, an elfay in prefe c t
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verle, -compofed by one of its number.

Its twenty members alfociate to their

labours as many fi rangers, who are en

titled to a feat
,
when in Marfeilles, and

when abfent
,
annual ly prefent their re

fpeé
’
tive elfays. The direé

’
tor and chan

c ellor are elected annual ly, and the fe

c

AS 'in ancient, fo in modern times,
Marfeilles has proved the cradle offeveral

men of letters
,
tafi e and genius. The

Chevalier d
’

d rw
’

eux is advantageoufly
known by his travels and his oriental

learning. At Algiers, he ranfomed 3 80

of his countrymen from bondage—a

nobleaét of chari ty—and peremptori ly

refufed a purfe of 600 pifloles, the tri

bute of the ir grati tude . Father F euillée

is the learned au thor of the j ournald
’

Ob

j ervatiom aflronomiquer cl botaniquer, in

three quarto volumes, printed at the

Louv re. M eg/rarer: obtained a dif’tin

guilhed name by his funeral orations, a

B B 2 fpecies
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fpecies of compofi tion in which i t is

difficu l t to arrive at ex cel lence . The

name of P lamier is a fufhcient panegyric

to all who are conv erfant in the walks

of botany . Depth of erudition and ln

tegrity of manners fecured folid cfi eem

to Antoine de Rafi ,
the au thor of a

l earned b illory of Marfeilles and of the

counts of Provence . P uget & etched

fome admired pic’tures as foon as he

cou ld hold the penci l . In his latter days

he applied ex clufively to fculp
‘

ture, in.

which he furpalled, at l ead in the Opia

n ion of his countrymen, every artif’t of

she lalt centu ry . André de P eyj onel, the

king’s phyfi cian at Guadaloupe
,
firfi:

afcertained that coral is an animal pro-s

duétion, though the meri t of this dif

covery has been commonly afcribed to.

de Jufi i eu . Du Mara
thi : was an acu te

grammarian and aprafiz
'

eal philofopher;

Thepoverty wi th which he ii ruggled
during the courfe of a long life, new

rufled
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rank and fortune
,
who total ly negleéted

h im in his poverty
,
and imprefl

'

ed on

his honefi heart the melancholy lefi
‘

on of

th e littlenefs of the great. As he hap

pened to pafs the corner of a fi reet,
'

he

flopped to obferve the ~ludicrous cere

mony of burning the effi gy of a Swifs

proteflant before an image of the v irgin.

A l l prelled forward to theglowing fcene,
and two women were efpec ially c hi’tre

perous for the precedency of paying
their homage. Si 'vonr v oulezprier , faid

one to the other
, mettez

-v oar a
’

genom
e

of: v ow e
’

ler ; e/l ee que la bonne v ierge

n
’

dl oar par tout ? Du Marfais, who

flood at her e lbow,
begged leave to re

m ind her that omniprefence was an ex

clufi ve attribu te of Deity, and cou ld not

belong to the Holy V irgin. Voyez clone
,

ex claimed the enraged femal e
,
ee v ienx

cool/in, eel lJ z/gztenot , ee parpaillot, 911i

prélena
’

one la oonne merge n
’

efi parpar

tone. Infi antly the mobattacked him

as
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as a blafphemer, and, had
'

i t not been

for the feafonable interference ,of the

guard, wou ld have facrifi ced him t o

t heir fury. —At the age of eighty, h e

met the approach of death without fear

and .wi thou t regret.

Spondanu s, Bou che, and Noguier,

alfert «a curious fact , namely, that in

1 596, {hoals of dolphins infelied th e

port and fi reets of Marfeilles, crowded

int o the {h ips and gal leys
,
fome ofwh ich

they funk, devou red the bodies of mari

ners who fel l into the water, and com

pelled the tradefmen to {hut their fhoPS.

Recourfe was had
,
but in vain

,
to various

ex pedients of deftruétion. Thefe boun

c ing‘ guef
’
ts made good their quarters

“d uring a complete month. At length a
‘d epu tation was fent to Card inal Acqua

v iva, then legate at Avignon . His

e minence difpatched Bordini, bilhOp of

C avail lon , who, in virtue of his ex or

eifing talents, commanded the invaders

B B 4 to
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to retire
,
and they difappeared in a twink

l ing . Mangfefi ofi gno, obferves the pious

Fantoni Caftrucci , a
'
ella pate/lei a

’

ella ebi

e/Zz Romana
,
elo

’

e
‘
la v era dole/a a

'
z

'

End/lo,

a
’

alo oportunamente, o per eonfvefjfione, 0

Did Houdini’s ex orcifm confifi in a l ittle

Ital ian flynefs ? or had the dolph ins pre

v ioufly indicated a difpofi tion to take

l eave P

The acc idental c ircumflance of “

await

ing at th is fea- port a fairwind for Italy,

narrat ive.

A young man
,
named Rodent, sfat

al one in his boat
,
in the harbou r of

Marfeilles. A fi ranger had ilept in and

taken . his feat near him
,
but qu ickly

,

rofe again ; obferv ing, that, fince th e

mailer had difappeared he wou ld take

another boat . This
, Si r, is m i ne

,

fai d Robert , wou ld you fai l wi thou t

the bahour ? I meant only to

move
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The vellel was captured by a Barbary
corfair, and my fatherwas condufled

to Tetuan, where he is now a (lave.

They refufe to let him go for lefa than

2 000 crowns, a fumwh ich far ex ceeds
ou r fcanty m eans. However we do

our heft—my mother and fi lterswork
day and night

—4 1 ply hard atmy Rated
occupation of a j ou rneyman jewel ler,

and, as you perceive, make the molt I

can of Sundays and hol idays. I had

refolved to pu t myfelf in my father
’

s

ilead ; but my mother, apprized ofmy
defign ,

and dreading the double pri

vation of a bulband and only fon,

requefi ed the Levant captains to re:5

fule me a pafi age.

” Pray, do you

ever hear from your father i—Under

what name does he pafs i—or what is

his mafler
’

s addrefs l
”

H is
'

mafi er

is overleer of th e royal gardens at

F ez and m y father
’

s name is Robert

at Tetuan, as at Marfeilles.
”

Ro

bert;
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bértl -overleer of the royal gardens ?
”

Yes
’

,
Sir.

” I am touched wi th

your m isfortunes—but ventu re to pre

r
' N ight drew on space. The unknown,

Upon landing
,
thruft into young Robert

’

s

hand a purfe contain ing eight double

louis d’ors, with ten crowns in fi lver

and infi antly difappeared.

Six weeks had palled fince th is adven

ture, and each returning fun bore wit

nefs to the unremitting ex ert-ions of the

good fami ly. As they fat one day at

their unfavoury meal of bread and dried

almonds
,
old Robert entered the apart

ment, in a garb l ittl e fuited to a fugit ive

prifoner, tenderly embraced his wife

and ch ildren
,
and thanked them wi th

tears of gratitude for the fifty lou is they
'had caufed remi t to him onhis fai l ing from

Tetuan, his free paffag
'

e, and a comfort

able fupply of wearing apparel . H is

afi onifhed relatives eyed one another in

fi lence
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fi lence . A t l ength
,
Madame Robert

,

fufpeé
‘
t ing her fon had fecretly concerted

the whole plan, recounted the various

inllances of his zeal . Six
'

thoufand

l ivres,
”

contiriued fhe
, is the fum

we wanted—and We had al ready pro

cu red fomewhat
’

more than the half,
owing chiefly to his indufi ry.

7 Some

friends, no doubt, have afi i f‘lEd him

upon an emergency like
'

the prefent.
”

A gloomy fugg-eflion crofi
'

ed the father’s

m ind . Tu rning fuddenly to his fon,
and eyeing himw ith the fternnefs of dif

traétion, unfortunate boy,
” ex claimed

he, what have you done ? How can

I be indebted to you for my freedom,

fl
and not regret i t ? How cou ld you

effect my ranfom
,
withou t your mo

fl
ther

’

s knowledge, unlefs at the ex

pence of virtu e ? I tremble at the

thought of fi l ial affect ion having be

trayed you into gu i l t. Tel l the tru th

Ga

AR

at once—and let u s all d ie, if you

have
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tor
,
clafpedhis knees, and entreated him

as his guardian angel , as the fav iour of

a father and a family, to {hare the happi

nefs of his own creation .

again difappeared in the

reader, th is fi ranger wasMontefquieu .
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6
,
1 7 89 . HA V I NG agreed wi th

the mafi er of a French tartane for our

pall
'

age to Leghorn, we were towed out

of the harbou r at fi ve
'

o’clock in the

morning . When the fai ls were fet, and

a boat had brought off frefh prov ifions,
we fcu

’

dded under a fmart breeze
,
pail}

ing the ebatean el
’

lf, a fortrefs planted

upon a rocky iflet, and ufed, occafi onally,
as a {lat e prifon . Monfi eur le Comte

de

into the boat, wh ich was lafhed to the

and I, as thewind t ofe, crawled

deck, and afforded us the only clean

feat which coul d be procu red ; for th e

cabin was fu l l of merchandize and ‘dirt
,

and pecul iarly loathfome to frelh water

failors.
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failors. \Ve were both fi ck enough in

th e open air. The many kind attentions

and enl ivening conv erfe of a Greek fai

l or contribu ted not a
'

little to begu i l e the

irkfomenefs of our fi tuation. I found

he had been unfortunate in his
”

adven

tures
,
bu t feemed happy as a prince (if

princes are happier than othérsl, and

had gained the afi ea ions of all the crew.

He fpoke French wi th to lerable cafe
,

and b lended his modern G reek with

Iingua Franca . Though converfant in

the geography of the Mediterranean
,

neither be nor his captain cou ld allign

any fatisfaé
‘
tory reafon why this part of

i t fhould be termed the Gulpbof Lyons .

The cap i tal of the Lionnois is obv i

oufly too remote from the fhdre to im

part its name to any portion of the fea.
Wi l l iam of Nangis ufes the ex preffi on

mare leonz
'

r
,

and the gallon of the lion

has been c onjeétured to be the prOper

interpretation , ei ther on account of the

high
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brifk breeze and pure fky. We cleared

Capo Corfo abou t noon, and foon after

defc ried the {hores of Genoa and Tuf

cany. lz
‘
alz

’

a—Italz
’

a ! Yet did Neptune

befpray u s molt unmercifu lly, and

the verm icel l i foup ferved to the crew,

was mingled with a faltnefs not its own.

Drenched and ex haufled,we noweagerly

eyed our deftined port
,
as i t grew upon

the fight . Some Englifh failors
'

were

the fi ts to arm in hau l ing u s into

fmoé th water, among the fmall craft,
though they knew the vetTel to be French ,
and ex pected nothing for their trouble.

I
'

be l i eve their generous propenfi ty to

lend a band accompanies them through

every corner of the world—an ex c el;

l ent propcnfi ty, not in failors only, but

in thore of every rank and condition.

As the heal th- otfi ce is fcrupuloufly (but

at fun- fet, we cou ld not land ti l l nex t

morning. For the fake of var iety the

French count ih ifted his quarters to a
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coil of ropes : I {ti l l preferred the boat,
but neither of us dozed fo profoundly

as our v igilazzt guard , a ragged fellow,

board, not

'

to proteC
’
t u s from nightly

depredations, bu t to prevent u s from at

tempting to get on fhore. F or this
friend ly ferv ice, he ex peél s a douceu r

from eac h paffenger—yet Leghorn is a

8d ) . This morning we attended Pm

gan, our captain, to the ofli ce, where the

bills of heal thwere infpeéted . Wewere
then ~ requ i red to give in our names

,

that of our country
,
and that of the inn

atwh ichwe were to lodge. Once more,
Leghorn is aflee port ! It is fec u red,

on t he land ti de , by a moat andbaf
’
tions

,

and the harbour is defended by a double

battery . The town isof a quadrangu lar

form,
with handfome wide fi reets, wel l

paved , . and clean. The houfes are, for

the moa part, confi rufi ed of brick,
c c 2 with

I
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W i th ruflic coins of (tone. Molt of
tth e

windows on the ground floor are
’fel

cured with i ron bars ag
’

ainit the intru

hon of thieves and gal lants. Thepiaz za

grande, or public fquare, is
‘

more con

fpicuous for its dimenfions than for {trik

ing edifices, and regularitv , rather than

fplendou r, characterizes the general af

peét of the town . One of the molt

fi ately bu i ldings is the new theatre}
which i ndifpofi tion prevented hte

l

from

v ifi ting. The Duomo
,

Or principal.

chu rch , defigned by Georgio Vafari,
has a chapter of canons. There are},
befides, fev en parifh, churches and twelve

convents. Jews, Greeks, and Englifh

are al lowed to perform publ i c worlh ip
in their refpeétive chapels ; and

,among

the numerous hofpitals, one is defi ined

to the Turks. The quarter between the

public fquare and the weft end of the

town
,
is termed [a piccola Vemziiz, on

account of its canals, which, bordered by

A
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the abol ition of capital punilhments has

diminifhed th e frequency of murder ;
and the felons, though no longer free,
are not overltrained, or treated with

wanton feverity . The flare (auct ions

no fyf
’
tematic trafi ic in human Beth , nor

dignifi es with the appel lation of com-i

merce the foule l’t outrage on huma

nity . The (inf/ ma , or inner harbour,
is a capac iousbafon, in which the Duke

’

s

gal leys are u fually laid upin ordinary.

Adj oining to‘ i t is the lazarctto,
’

a com

modiou s infulated bu i ld ing, defi ined to

thofe who are obliged to perform qua

rantine . Near the mo/eto, or quarantine
road for fhips, are two white towers

,

ereéted upon rocks. The higheft, cal led ,

mazocco, is u led as a powder magazine.

In the other is a fpring of frefh water
,

which fupplies part of the fhippiirgn

Good water is, however, fcarce at

horn—that of the public fountain being ,

hardly drinkable. The rain is
‘gteedily
col lected
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collefi ed in large earthen jars, and fom e

of the more opu lent inhabitants fetch

their water from Pifa. La 3 06641 , a

th ug bafou ,
is al lotted to fmall craft .

The light-hou fe
,
when feen from the

ex trem i ty of the mole
,
figures l ike one

tower placed upon another
,
and ferves

as a beacon to a reef of rocks. It Was

erséted 1 543 , by Duke Cofmo
' the firl’r,

who
,
in a great m eafure

,
rebu i l t the

the harbou r according to the p lan of the

celebrated architeé
’

t
,
Ammanato

,
and

conferred upon Leghorn its boafted im

munities . The rearing of moles in th e

Mediterranean, is a work of immenfe

labou r and ex pence , as huge maffes of

Prone are heaped under water
,
to ferve

as a foundation. In furveying thefe fo

l id ftrué
'

tures, I reflect with pleafure on

the tg/Eful magnificence of the Medicean

fam i ly, and am .tempted to ex claim
,
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V efl
'

els ofalmoft every trading country
frequ ent th is port . The crowd of {h ip
ping is not fo great as at Marfe illes

,
but

the proportion of Britifh bottoms is

m ore confiderable . The feveral com

m erc ial nations have their refpeé
’
t ive con~ .

fu ls
,
and all difputes which arife in the

cou rfe of mu l tiplied m ercanti le tranf

aCt ions are adj u li ed wi th laudable

promptitude and impartial ity“ Jews

are not lefs favoured than Catholics ;
and i t has become a local proverb

,
that

one had rather offend the G rand Duke

than a fort of the c ircumc iflon. The

Englilh ex ports for Leghorn are ch iefly

fal t fi lh from Newfoundland
,
wool len

and cotton fabrics
, and hard wares, in

ex change for which are fli ipped‘mix ed

cargoes ofwine, oi l , fi lks, frui ts, {efpeq
c ially juniper berries,) anchovies,marble”
Parmefan cheefe , and rags. Though“

goods are no t l iab le to be v ifi ted
,
fome,

are prohibited entrance, as Bolognefe

l iqueu rs ,
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be feen in any one [hop in Europe .

When l ighted up, its luftres, m irrors,
and eight clerks

, befi des other fons of

th e counter
, befpeak the fplendour of

an Arabian tale . A fi ranger is parti en

larly {tru ck with the number and fre

quentation of th e coffee houfes
,
and the

quantities of ice fo ex qu ifi tely prepared,
and at fuch moderate prices .

If the pol ite fcholar wil l pardon ‘me

the fudden tranfi tion
,
I wou ld beg leave

to acquaint him that h e may likewife be

accommodated upon reafonabl'e terms

wi th copies of the Ital ian clafli cs
,
printed

in a neat type
,
though not immacu late .

Lafi
'

els {h
'

al l recount the Rate of l itera

ture—a: good bargain: arepreferred ifl

tibiaplace before goodbook ,
tbere i f no

academy qf witr, or any other record
“
of

learned mm in it .

Leghorn
,
originally , an obfcure v il

lage
,
dates its profperity from the period

when the Genoefe gave i t in ex change

for
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for Sarfima, wh ich had the rank of a

bithop
’

s fee. Cqfi
’
rzmz dc Lioum o

,
its

appel lation in Low Latin, gave rife to

by an eafy l i cence, converted into Li

v ourfze
,
and the Englifh , with the coarfe

nefs of tars, into Legborfl. It fi ands at

4; leagues S. of Pifa, I 8 S . W. of Flo

rence
,
and 5 8 N . \V. of Rome.

‘Lilte Moli ere’s good c it, who fpokc

profe wi thout knowing it, I wou ld not

have
‘

been confcious of thefirocco, wh ich

regal ed us after landing, had not th e gen

tleman to whomwe were recommended

affured me that i t aétually blew.

Though flowly recovering from a
° late

indifpofi tion, I cou l d perceive nothing

opprefli ve or mal ignant in the open air.

But in other regions and in other fea

fons, i t may produce the effects wh ich

travellers have afcribed to it. ’

1 0117 . This morning we took pof’t for

the baths of .Pifa. The difiance to Pifa

itfelf
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itfelf is reckoned fou rteen Englilh mi les,
and two furlongs. At fi rlt we

'

drove
'

over a country mollly flat and rather

du ll
,
bu t as we approached the lali men-s

tiohed town, we found ou rfelves in the

m idft of an ex tenli v e and fertile plain}
which is {kreened from theblafls of the
north by high mountains; that 1form

'

a

delightfu l boundary to th e perfpeétivc .

Towards the end of vintage, and begin
n ing of wm ter, mof’t of Tufcany is

l iable to be drenched , though not every 1

year, wi th copious difcharges from the
‘

c louds . Snow,
however

,
is feldom

as the Appenines fkreen the plains

the tramontane blalls
,
while ti

i

e fea
,

v

to the fou th
,
imparts an agreeable tem

perature to the atmofphere.

‘

Cottages
,

3

farm - houfes
,
and inclofurcs

,
were

(

more
frequent than in thecountry we hail fu it
l eft . we likewife obferved

'

confide
‘
r
'

able

grove

i

s

'

o

'

f F rench oak and
'

cork
'

i tree; with

their tfnderwood mofi ly of
‘

rhyrtle
'

.

"The

5 cork.
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are faid t o have been the fi rft who ern

ployed it for the foles of their flippers,
on account of its lightnefs and refi fi ance

of moifi ure. But its mof’t valuab le pro

perty
,
and that which is mof’t negleéfted

is its buoyancy. Why fhould -not every
mariner be furnith ed wi th one of the

abbé de la Chapel l e’s jackets, wh ich he
cal lsflap/sand” ,

and which enabled h im

to preferv e an erect poflure in the deepel
’
t

parts of the Seine, and , in that pofi tion,
to fi re a pifi ol and drink a glafs ofwine

The beau tifu l and fragrant orange tree

here thrives perfealy wel l in the open

air ; but the citron and l emon are cu l ti

vared only in gardens.

The rain ceafed as we arrived at Pifa.

But, wi thou t hal ting there for the

prefent,we drove abou t four mi les north

wards to the baths, where we pafi
’

ed a

few weeks of delightfu l weather. Pl iny
is the onl y ancien t writer who notioe

’
s

the baths of Pifa, or, as they are ufually
defigned,
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deflgned, by the modern Tufcans, ibagm
'

di San Giuliano. In the beginning of

the th irteenth century , certain regu

lations were adopted for the conveni ence

and accommodation of fi rangers, who

re forted to the fpot to obtitin the blefli ng
of the waters or of the faint . [Jgolz

'

zzo

[jot M onte Catifzz
'

fi rft ce lebrated the vi r

tues of the former ; and he has been

fol lowed by Sav orzarola , F allopio, Carob},
Bianchi, Sac . Could we implicitly be

l ieve thefe and other advocates :of -St.

Ju l ian’

s baths, we fhoulda fi
'

ert that the

latter are of fi ngular efi cacy in cafes

of apoplex y, epilepfy, bile, head-ach,
eye- arch , ear-ach , indigefi ion, gou t, hy

pochondria, dr0pfy , confumption, Sec .

Bu t foch indifcriminate commendation

fmells rather fi rongly of a quack’s ad

vertifemcnt. Capaccio of Naples, in his

treatife def Bagm
'

, warmly commemo

rates their virtues in removing fymp
toms of gout and a difordered l iver,

while
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whi le 102150 of Florence afcribcs to the

Q g cen
’

s bath the property of correct-t

ing the humours of the u terus
,
and

Caméiag i boldly afiirms that i t has cured

fi erility. According to the refalts of

feveral chemical analyfes, thefe waters

are

.

impregnated wi th gypfum and
”Sin

confiderable portions ofbi tumen, v itriol ,
ni tre

,
and common fea- fal t . .They are

nearly of the fame temperatu re With

that of the atmofphere in midbfumme
'

r,

and give to t linen or [tones a tinge of

yel low
,
bordering upon green . The

prefent commodious bu i ldings Were
,

e rected under the infpeétion of the

Count d i Richecour
,
at the requeft

‘
of the

Emperor Francis I . 1 743 . Befides ample

lodging for the fi ck and their attendants,
they contain 2 9 bathing rooms, fi x

pump baths, and two dry bagnios . Each

bathing p lac e has its
,
clofet and chimney ;

and drinkers of the water have the con

v enience of a covered gallery for walk

ing inwet or hot weather. The Cryiflo,
O l
‘
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formed that they are molily houfed , for

the fake of the manu re
,
as fodder can

be procu red for them in the m idf’t of

winter . Two o x en or two cows
,
often

of a whitifh breed
,
fufiice for ploughing‘

the ftrongell foi l . Their place is fome

times fupplied by buffalos, two ofwh ich
“

fire faid to be equ ival ent to four horfes}
in draft. Thi s race of animals was

introduced into Italy abou t the end of

the 1 6th century ; and has
,
probably,

degenerated . At leafi , I faw none of

the fi ze of an ordinary bu l l . Though
”

of lefs tractable difpofi tions than the lat

ter
,
they are eafi ly driven along, by

m eans of a cord
,
attached to an iron

r ing
, pafi ed through their nol

’
trils. The

infertion of this ring is not effected

wi thou t mu ch trouble and rifk ; for the

animal mu ft be prev ioully thrown
~

upon

his back , and his feet tied with {trong

rcpes. The men who unbind him mu tt

infi anfi ly take to their hee ls, as he runs

abou t
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abOUt qu ite furious, and flrikes what

ever
‘
comes in his way , making every

effort
“

to detach the badge of ferv itude,
to which he becomes reconciled only by

habit. It is not unufual to al low th e

buffalos « to range for their fubfi f’tence in

the woods
,
and catch them by means of

large dogs , which dex teroufly lay hold on

them by the ear
,
and conduét them to

‘

the yoke . At the age of twelve they

are often fattened for the Jews
,
who eat

the ir fiefh. The
,

femal e gives more m i lk

than a cow, but i t tafi es of mufk
, and

is not general ly reliihed. In fome parts
,

it is made into cheefe . A more docile

and interefi ing an imal
, wh ich fometimes

croffed ou r path,was the dromedary, of
wh ich the G rand Duke keeps a confi der-n

able number in the neighbou rhood of

Pifa. In refpeét of appearance and

manners they anfwer to the well khown

accounts of travel lers and naturalifts . A

horfe not accu ltomed to the fight of them,
D D 2 is
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is fi artled at thei r appearance ; but the

antipathy is not mu tual
,
nor is it by any

m eans fo decided as many au thors have

affertcd. The callofi ties of th eir l imbs

may be the effeét of thofe con firained

pofi ures to which they are fubjeé
’
ted

from their birth ; but if it be a faét, that

they never al low themfelves to be over

loaded
,
no l ength of ferv itude will a c

count for the unfightly protuberance on

the back.

In th is diftriél , molt of thefarms are

fmall
,
and feldom yield an adequate re

turn to the tenan t
,
when he covenan ts

to give the half of the produce to the

landlord , as is too often the cafe . In

clofures of thorn, fweet briar, myrtle, vir

gin
’

s- bower, &c . with dropping hedge

rows ufually bound the farm ,
which is

frequ ently bifeéted longitudinal ly by a

double row of mu lberri es
,
while the

cottage
,
for the molt part

,
near the cen

tre
,
is almof’t h id among foliage . Mu ch

ground
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Antiquarian s afcribe the o
.
r1g1n of

th is ci ty to a colony from that of th e

fame name in Greece
,
and have, con

fequently, imparted to the Arno the po

etical appellatlon of zigflo. V irgil has

certain ly fung

Tertium ilkbaminam, Div umque Interpret A/j l/ar,
Cm

'

pecudumfibre , m lx cuifi a
'
craparent ,

Ho: parerej ubent ALPHEJE A8 ORIGINS P l sz ,

Uas s E rx usm sow.

EN . x . 1 75

P 5722: inter amoor, fays Pliny, Ara/ere”:

i t d rmmz orte a P elope P ifi rgue, j iv e a
'

Teufanir Gm ’ca genie. From Livy, Di

onyfius of Halicarnalfus, Strabo, Se
c.

we l earn that the Pifans cu l tivated a clofe

conneét ion with thei r conquerors, and

gloried
,
wi thou t a blufh, in the

”

humili

ating defignation of Colonic: all/equa l;

Romano . Their fawning arts paffed

not unnoticed by the Emperors ; and
,
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in Rome
,
3 Pifan cou ld always fi nd em

ployment , and was e l igible to the office

of magittrate , as if he had been born

in the
.

great city. Avai l ing themfelv es,

however
,
of the difordered Rate of Italy,

again rofe to the independance of a re

publ ic . Many and fev ere were their

conflicts with the Saracens, whom they

u fually defeated and fpoiled . In the

eleventh centu ry, we find them main

taining the rank of a mof’t flourifhing
and refpeétable maritim e power. Their

harbou r, the famous P or to Pyaflo, now

total ly choaked up, and feldom v ifi ted
,

even by the prying eye of curiofIty, con

tained
,
at one period

,
2 00 arm ed gal leys.

Of thefe
,
forty were difpatched to the

afli ftance of Amaury
,
king of Jerufa

lem ,
and contributed to the defeat of the

Saracens, who had laid li ege to Ale x

andria. The Pifans likewife ex erted

themfelves with fuccefs in the ex pu lr n

D D 4. of
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of Roger, the ufurper of the Sicil ian

crown,
furnilhed powerfu l fuccours to

Frederic Barbarofi
'

a
,
in the courfe of his

Operations againft the Milanefe, and,

when the fame prince embarked in the

crufades, they fent to his aid Lanfranco,
their archbifhop, wi th fi fty gal leys, in

which lafl: they imported the 1301} cartb

of the mmfi o/anto. Wi th the French ,
too

,
they co- operated in thofefi zcred ex

peditions, which they wel l knew how

to render fubfervient to the aggrandife

ment of th eir trade. Ten thoufand tur

rets, equ ivalent to the banners of fo

many noble fam i l ies
,
and in

habitants attei’ted the fplendour and prof

perity of the city. That profperity was

fi rfi checked by the rival power of th e

Genoefe, with whom the Pifans waged

a l ong and doubtfu l warfare . The fatal

difcomfiture ofi" Melot i a m 1 2 84, was

attribu ted to the - treach ery of Count

Ugolino, who bafely reti red wi th his

divifion
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to the p ity and protect ion of the fia te.

The conqu erors now feized upon and

demolilh cd the Porto Pifano
,
andwith its

navigation and commerce
,
theglory of

the republic rapid ly declined
,
t il l

,
in the

cou rfe of a fru itlefs, though not ingle
t ious

,
fi ruggle againfi the F lorentines,

the independance of Pifa
,

and of her

territory, Cx pired . Under the aufpices

of Lorenzo, the magnifi cent
,
her c i ti

zens were al lowed to breath e from thei r

m isfortunes. Their low lying plains,

which were fal’t reverting to the {late of

a barren and no ifome marfh attracted

the benefi c ent attentions of fin s patriot i c

and enl ightened prince . Not only did

he appoint an offi cer to fuperintend the

cleanfmg of five and twenty deep canals
,

bu t defrayed the ex pence of the F ofi a
’
i

Rzyfipaf mz
‘
la

,
which receives the moun

tainwaters as they defcend round the

baths, and form an ample commun i

cati on between the Arn'o and , Serch io =
8 It
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It was referv ed to Lou is XII . of France

to ex tingu ilh the
'

feeble hopes which

the Pifans mu entertained of regaining

their l iberty. Many of them forfook

their nativewal l s, paIIed over into S ic i ly,
or m igrated to Rome, G enoa, or Naples.

Grafs {t il l grows on the fi lent fi reets
,

and feventeen thoufand inhabitants
,

moftly poor and degraded , prefent the

remnant of a

.

fair and once flourilh ing
communi ty. F ew are the obje€tswhich
nowfolic it the attention of the fi ranger.

The Duomo, or cathedral , founded

1 063 , and finifhed 1 092 , {tands upon

the fpot once occupied byAdrian
’

s baths.

The famou s Brufche tto was entruf’ted

wi th the defignh and appears
, at fi rl’t

fight, to have happily blended the beau

ties of G reek and Gothic arch itecture ;

yet a clofe infpefi ion reveals the dif

j efi a membm of more
,
venerable and

clafi i c pi les prefl
'

ed into the ferv
'

rce of

the eleventh century, and treated wi th

little
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l i tt le refpec
’

t to proportion or graceful

nefs of Puncture . Like the adjoining

bu i ldings
,
i t is of wh ite marble of Car

rara. Its three brazen gates
,
chiefly de

fIgned by John of Bologna
,
d ifplay the

billory of Jefus and the V i rgin, wi th a

delicacy of. ex ecu tion that is tru ly won

derful. The feparations of the compart

m ents are diftingu ifhed by fantafi ic fi

gu res of birds, fru its, l izards, &c . Was

it no t M ichel Angelo, who reckoned

thefe doors worthy of the entrance into

heaven ? The want of l ight wi thin th is

ftriking edifice, for its hundred windows

are narrowand painted , may be friendly

to emotions of reverence and fear
, but

{hades th e beau t ies of fome valuable

paintings by del Sarto, Lu tti , the Z uc

cheri , &c . and of feventy
- two fiately

pi l lars
,
fi x ty of which are [ aid to be of

oriental grani te, and twelve of various

marbles . The pil lars amount in all t o
'

two hundred and eight . Among the

fepula
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th e vibrations of a lamp fufpended in

the dom e
,
Gal i leo

,
when yet yo ung ;

took the hint of meafuring time by a

pendu lum
,
as from the topof the hanging

tower
,
he commenced thofe ex periments

which gave a fatal blowto the long con

fecrated jargon of the fchools. The fal l

of an apple fu r?

g gel
’
ted to Newton thofe

laws by which coun tlefs worlds are

F

re

gulated In their motions through the 1m

menfi ty of fpace and t ime . And thus

are we induced to hope, that, In every

country and in every age, c ircumfiances

apparently trivial , and wh ich pafs un

noticed by the bu lk of mankind
,
wi l l

operate inflantaneoufly on the fprings

of genius, and give birth to fpeculations

the mof’t comprehenfive, interel’ting,

and fublime .

Hard by theDuomo ftands a detached

pi l lar of white marble
,
fupporting an

u rn, or y afe, bearing a reprefentation of

S i lenus, playing on th e double flu te.

Anti
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Antiquarians have fuppofed that the v ef

fel inclofed the alhes of fome departed

Pagan, though the Pifans have inferibed

upon th e capital of the pil lar—n cfi o 2

The Baptifi ery , San Giov anni del Bat

tg/imo, is a beau tifu l rotunda, meafuring

yards in c ircumference
, and fur

mount ed by a noble dome Its internal

decorations are a range of pillars of Sar

dinian gran ite , and an octagonal font of

variegated marb le. Several pil lars of

orien tal gran ite , or marb le
,
t elling upon

l ions, fupport the pu lpit. None of the

paint ings are much prized
,
ex cept that

of Z ebedee’s ch i ldren
,
by del Sarto .

This magn ifi cent flruétu re was begun

under the fuperintendance of Cionetlo

Gianetti , and Ari igo Came/lied
,
and was

finilhed
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fi nilhed in th e courfe of the following
year

,
each fami ly contribu ting a florin.

The number of fam i l ies
,
at that time

refident in Pifa, amounted to
'

Upon the fame confecrated area fiands

l eaning tower
,
a beau tifu l marble cylin

der
,
wi th its e ight I’tories, difi ingu ifhed

by as many colonades . The heigh t

from the ground is 1 8 8 feet, and the

projeétion of the top over the bafe abou t

14. feet. An ex cel lent Hair of 195 fi eps

conducts to the platform upon the top ,

which is furrounded by an i ron baluf

trade, and commands a molt enchanting

landfcape. The name Campanile, oh

v ioufly points ou t the defign of the bu i ld

ing
-m namely, a receptacl e for th e bells

of the church , which , in early times,
ufed to be fufpended in a tower detached

from the main bu i lding. The Pifane

flill difpu te whether i t owes its inclined

pofi tion to art or accident. The torre
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correfponding, as is pretended
, to the

dimenfions of Noah ’s ark. The area,
fi l led wi th earth brought from the holy

land , and containing the remains of

the noble fam i l ies of Pifa
,

under a

pavement of party- co loured marble, Is

inclofed by a cloifi er
,
along wh ich

, ‘
and

under the windows
,
are ranged anc ient

marble farc0phagi and tomb (tones. The

other wal ls are curioufly painted in

frefco by Giotto, Mecbarino
,
Bzgfi

'

almacbi,
B enozzo

, Sorio, Orgagna, Szc . who may

art. Of thefe figu res, ex prefi i on of

countenance confi itutes the pr incipal

meri t
,
for the colouring, though In

manyi nfi ances renewed , has fadly faded,
and we in vain look for cafe or gracefu l

nefs of defign. The mu l tiplic i ty and

oddity of the fubjeéts favou r more of

burlefque than of that folemnity wh ich

we natural ly attach to the abodes of the

departed ; for befides the m iracles of

S t.
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St. Ranieri
,
the fuiferings of Job , the laI

’
t

judgment
,
hel l torments, Sec . &c . Sec .

Death is here reprefented as a hag, borne

on blackwings, andbrandifhing a fcythe

before a m i x ed mu lti tude of princes,
popes

, and beggars, while, there, the

angels are buhly employed in drawing

the foul; of {beble/ed out of tbeir moutl u.

In another compartment, an angel and

a devi l are fcrambling for a monk, who

has the m isfortune to be torn to pieces

in th
\

e conflict. La Vergogno/Zz has her

name from peeping through her fingers

at Noah in his cups ! The monuments

in the Campo Santo are particu larly de

fcribed by Norris
,
in his Cenotaph}:

farm,
a learned work. But l et me not

fupprefs the fImple infcription to the

memory of Count Algarotti

.A/gorotto Ov ia
'
ii e mulo,

Newtom
'

dgf a
'

pulo,

E E Z
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A/garotlur nofl omnir.

A . D. 1 764.

Frederick had penned Hie j ocar Ov idiz
'

mull/ r
,

ct Newtoni dgfi zjoulur, and

charged the Cheval i er Guaz zqfi with] th e
\

e x ecu tion of the monument. This gen

tleman took th e l iberty of al tering the

original as above : bu t his Pruflian Ma

j efi y never complained that he
“

had ex

ceeded his infi ruaions.

The conventual chu rch of the knights

of St ' Stephen is difi inguifhed by fome

of its pai nti ngs, by its high al tar of por

phyry , incrulted with calcedony; but

more by fi andards, horfe tai ls, and other

troph ies of the prowefs of the Knights

againft the Infidels. The palace of the

order
, fi tuated in the fame fquare (P i

azza a
’
e Coon/lied ) , may he remarked

by the buf’ts of th e fi x grand matters,

bu t has l i ttl e the appearance of a palace .

The order of St . Stephen was inflituted

by
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pbano at Pifa is very like a knight any
where elfe

,
ex cept that h e wears a blue

uniform
,
and appears to be abundantly

confcious of his digni ty.

The church of San Matteo is v ifi ted

on account of a few good paintings by
the two M elmzz

'

, brothers, and natives

of Pifa
,
and for. that reprefenting Chrilt

e x pe lling the venders of wares from the

t emple, by P ietro a’z
'

Cor torza . Ove r the

facrii’ty, in the church of St. Francis
,

are reprefented th e V i rgin and Child by
C imabu e . La Spine: is a fmall

, but ele

gant Gothic church , bu i l t about 1 2 3 0 ,

incrufi ed with marble , and decorated

with fi atues . I have not l earned that

any of the other religiou s bu i ldings

meri t particu lar notice . The archbifhop
has a large revenu e, and enj oys fome

fpecial privi leges, while the canons of

the cathedral are all noble , and entitled

to wear the drefs of a card inal
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TheArno
,
a {tream more muddy than

(2013 10118; divides th e town into two,

nu

equal parts
,
termed 5! dz

'

our), and 17 di

la
‘

d
’

Arfzo. The quays afford a pleafant

and warm walk in winter. That be

tween - the marble bridge and the P onte

a M ore is the moft genteel and gayquar
ter of this decayed city, wh i l e that

which ex tends from th e fort to the mar

ble bridge
,
is faid to bear a firiking re

z

femblance to the m e de la M e
’

gflérie at
Paris. An aqueduct of 5000 arch es

,

the work of Cofmo I . and Ferdinand I.

conveys a plentifu l fupply ofwaters from

Ac ciazzo. The flag (tones, with wh ich
'

the flreets are paved , are more conv eni

ent forbiped: than quadrupeds ; but every

thing confidered, the town is no nu ,

comfortab le place of refidence for in

valids, or thofe who are tired of the

world .

The G rand Duke ufually palfes part

of the winter here, in a palace remark

able
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able for its plainnefs, bu t not , on that

account, the lefs fuited to his unaffuming
deportment, and philof0phic patriorifm .

Leopold has h is foibl es, bu t foibles

which difappear in the magnitude of

his virtues—for he has reduced a fu

perfluous m il itary eitablifhment, abo

lifhed the inqu ifttion ,
th e abufe of afy

lums
,
and capital punifhments, has 1n

troduced a wholefome reform into th e

adminifi ration ofju li ice , betrays a laud

able anx iety to promote commerce

’

and

th e arts
,
and feeks to derive his happ i

nefs from that of his fubjeé
’
ts. Why do

not fuch princes l ive for e ver ? And

why Ihould M acedonia
’

s madman and the

Swea
’
e attract the notice of remote pof

terity, when he who has labou red for

the peace and profperity of his people,
{hal l pafs away and be forgotten, like a

tal e that has been told ?

The private palaces, which , in France,

would be termed hfitels, are thofe of

th e
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The number of fi udents may be reck

oned from 500 to 700. The botanic

garden difplays an ex cel lent affortment

of European plants, arranged according

to the Linnean claflification, bu t is rather

defi cient in ex otic fpec ies. The i
’

nfcrip

tion over the door—Hie Argar, fea
'
non

Briareus g/Zo, fpeaks to the fi eliagr
r of

botanilts . Cofmo I . by his particu lar

attentions, caufed i t to be difi ingu ifhed

as a receptacle 0f vegetable rari ties at a

period when botany was l ittle cu l tivated

in EurOpe . America and the Levant

contribu ted to '

augment his colleC’tion;

while {k il led herbalifi s were commif

fi oned to ranfack Italy and Sic ily,
'
and

he enj oyed the elegant felic i ty ofYup

plying the gardens of princes wi th the

decorations of Flora. s
'

m
'

,
of Imola,

the fi rft profelfor in botany at Pifa
, was

fucceeded by the celebrated Cajfizlpinw.

Among '
thofe who have contribu ted to .

th e reputat ion of this fem inary, ,
are

reckoned
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in a {fate of enviable harmony , and
,

as Algarotti has jufi ly remarked ; whi le

they ex erc ife polité
'

attentions to citizens

the confequential ai s .of the Doé’tors of.

Bologna
,

‘
and

,
on the other, the harlher

pedantry of the profeffors of Padua.

The publ ic hofpital, for airinefs and

good management
,
would not d ifgrace

London or Edinburgh . Often is it v ifi ted

by the G rand Duke
, who is not lefs

grand for being ftyled over the gate of

th is pious edifi ce
,
F ather of tbe P oor .

Alas ! how few fovereigns can tru ly

claim fuch an honou rable title !

Thu s far had I proceeded in my re

marks, when c ircuml’cances of pecu l iar

u rgency recal led me to my nativ e '

coun

try. On reviewing thefe pages and

notes
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notes of j ourneys performed In various

dil’trifi s Of our favou red ifland
,
I per

ceivemany points of cur ious comparifon
’

;

but to ftate them with accu racy, can

dou r
,
and efl

'

eét , wou ld requ ire frequent

Opportunities of foreign travel , and an

ranks at home and abroad .

F I N I S .

Pu nted by A. Strahan ,

Pri nters-Street.


