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PUBLISHERS ’ NOTE
All the errata noted by the Editor in the last

edition have been corrected , with the exception o f

the following
I N T R O D U C T I O &

Page lxiv. , l ines 1 3-16.
—D elete the whole of the clause from and

i t would seem to the end of the paragraph, as i t
appears that Le tter 1 34 does not be long to this pe riod .

T s x n

Page 7 x.
—The pre l iminary no te to Le tter 58 is wrong . As the
let ter is dated from Mautby, the wri ter mus t be
Edmund, the son of John and Margare t Pas ton, not
the brother o f that John Paston.

Pages 1 7 7 -1 81 , Nos. 1 34, x35 .
—See corrections of date and other

par ticulars wi th regard to these two le tters inVol . I I . ,

Nos. 430, 43 1 .

Page 368, No. 265 .
-This note should have been omi tted .

In the previous edit ion there appeared the following
erratum among o thers

I N T R O D U C T I O N.

Page xxvn. , l ine 36. —For flung at her from behind fences, r ead

addressed to her inchurch.

"

The passage as i t stands
was written from a m is interpre tat ion o f the language
of Le tter 162 , which is no ted further on.

The correct ion has be en made, bu t it is thought that
the explanation of the m istake is of sufficient intere st
to warrant attention being drawn to it here.



TO THE

REVEREND jOHN S . BREWER
'

,
M.A .

,

PREACHER AT ‘
I
‘

HE ROLLS
,

HONORARY FELLOW OF QUEEN ’S COLLEGE
,
OXFORD,

AND PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH LITERATURE
IN K ING’

S COLLEGE, LONDON .

MY DEAR MR . BREWER,

There was a time when dedications

were written to secure patronage ; this of mine shall

be to confess a debt. I t has been my privilege for

many years to be brought . into close ofii cial relations

with you at the Record Office andby having to assist,

ina humble way, in some of your labours there—an

honour I esteem more highly than any credit I hope
to gain for work Of my own,

—I feel that I have

learned nearly all I know of the value of historical

documents, or how to use them. Certain I am that ,

whoever is familiar with your “ Letters and Papers of
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the Reign of Henry VI II . will have little difficul ty
inperceiving how much this work is indebted to yours

inrespect of its plan and system . I only trust that,
in its execution , it may not be found unworthy of the

teaching from which I have so much profited, and in

gratitude fOr which I remain,

Yours very S incerely,

JAMES GAIRDNER.
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UBLIC attention was first drawn to thc

Paston Letters in the year 1 78 7 , when there
issued from the press two quarto volumes
with a very lengthy title, setting forth that

the contents were original letters written by various
persons of rank and consequence ” during First pubucadon
the reigns of Henry VI . , Edward IV.

, and
of the Lemm

Richard II I . The materials were derived from auto
graphs in the possession of the Editor, a Mr . Fenn ,
of East Dereham,

inNorfolk, who seems to have been
known in Society as a gentleman of literary and anti
quarian tastes, but who had not at that time attained
any degree of celebrity. Horace Walpole had de

scribed him, thirteen years before, as “
a smatterer in

antiquity, but a very good sort Of man.

” What the
great literary magnate after wards thought of him we
are not informed, but we know that he took a lively
interest in the Paston Letters the moment they were
published. He appears

,
indeed, to have given some

assistance in the progress Of the work through the

press. On its appearance he expressed himself with
characteristic enthusiasm — “ The letters of Henry
VI .

’

S reign , &c .

,
are come out

,
and to me make all

other letters not worth reading. I have gone through
one volume, and cannot bear to be wu

'

ting when
I am so eager to be reading. There are

letters from all my acquaintance, Lord Rivers, Lord
Hastings, the Earl ofWarwick

,
whom I remember still

better than Mrs. Strawbridge, though she died within
these fifty years . What antiquary would be answering
a letter from a living countess

,
when he may read one

from Eleanor Mowbray, Duchess of Norfolk ? ” 1
So wrote the great literary exquisite and virtuoso,

the manwhose Opinion inthose days was life or death
1 Walpo le's Le tters (G inningham’

s be 9 2 .
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to a young author or a new publication . And in spite
of all that was art ificial and afiected inhis character,
— in Spite even Of the affectation Of pretending a

snobbish interest in ancient duchesses
,

-Walpole
was one of the fittest men of that day to appreciate

Wh such a publication . Miss Hannah More
at was

thought of them was less easIIy pleased, and She no doubt
by sm “

was the type of many other readers . The
letters, She declared, were quite barbarous in style,
with none of the elegance of their supposed con

temporary Rowley. They might perhaps be Of some
use to correct history

,
but as letters and fine reading,

nothing was to be said for them .

1 It was natural
enough that anage which took this view Of the matter
should have preferred the forgeries of Chatterton to
the most genuine productions of the fifteenth century.

The style of the Paston Letters, even if it had been
the most polished imaginable, of course could not

have exhibited the poli sh of the eighteenth century,
unless a Chatterton had had some hand in their
composition .

Yet the interest excited by the work was such that
t eral imercs, the editor had no reason to complain of
inthc work its reception . The Paston Letters were
soon ineverybody’s hands. The work , indeed, appeared
under royal patronage, for Fenn had got leave before
hand to dedicate it to the King as the avowed patron
of antiquarian knowledge. This alone had doubtless
some influence upon the sale ; but the novel character
of the publication itself must have excited curiosity
still more. A whole edition wasdisposed of in. a week,
and a second edition called for, which, after under
going some little revision, with the assistance of Mr.

George Steevens, the Shakspearianeditor,waspublished
the same year. Meanwhile, to gratify the curious

, the

original MS . letters were deposited for a time in the
Library Of the Society of Antiquaries but the King
having expressed a wish to see them , Fenn sent them

1 Rober ts
'

s Memo irs of Hannah More , ” i i . 50.
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to the palace,
‘

requesting that, if they were thought
worthy of a place inthe Royal Collection, H isMajesty
would be pleased to accept them . They were accord
ingly added to the Royal Library ; and asan acknow
ledgment of the value of the gift, Fenn was summoned
to Court, and received the honour of knighthood.

But the two volumes hitherto published by Fenn
contained only a small selection out of a pretty con
siderable number of original letters of the same period
inhis possession . The reception these two volumes
had met with now encouraged him to make a further
selection , and he announced with his second edition
that another series of the Letters was in preparation,
which was to cover the same period as the first two
volumes, and to include also the reign of Henry VII .

Accordingly a third and fourth volume of the work were
issued together in the year 1 789 , containing the new
letters down to the middle of Edward IV.

’
S reign. A

fifth and concluding volume, bringing the work down
to the end of Henry VII . ’S reign, was left ready for
publication at Sir John Fenn’s death in 1 7 94, and was

published by his nephew
,
Mr. Serjeant Frere, in 1 823 .

Of the original MSS . of these letters and their de
scent, Fenn gives but a briefaccount inthe
preface to hisfirst volume

,
which we will eu

deavour to supplement with additional facts to the best
of our ability. The letters, it will be seen , were for
the most part written by or to particular members of

the family of Paston in Norf olk . Here and there, it
is true, are to be found among them State papers and
other letters of great interest, which must have come
to the hands of the family through some indirect
channel but the great maj ority are letters distinctly
addressed to persons of the name of Paston , and in
the possession of the Pastons they remained for several
generations . In the days of Charles I I . the head of

the family, Sir Robert Paston, was created Earl of
Yarmouth ; but his son William , the second bearer
of the title, having got in to debt and encumbered

The MSS .
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his inheritance, finally died without male issue, so that
his title became extinct. While living in reduced cir

cumstances, he appears to have parted with his family
papers

,
which were purchased by the great antiquary

Owned by pe ter and collector, Peter Le Neve, Esq.
, Norroy

Le Neve King of Arms . Le Neve was a Norfolk
man

, possessed of considerable estates at Witching
ham and elsewhere in the county ; and he made it a
Special obj ect to collect MSS . and records relating to

both Norfolk and Suffolk. What intentions he may
have had as to their ultimate disposal I have not been
able to ascertain, but on his death in 1 7 2 9 his library
was sold by auction , and the MSS. , which he had
brought together with so much industry, were dis
persed.

A large part of them,
however

,
came to the hands

of his brother antiquary, Thomas Mart in , whose name
By Martin of hasbeen handed down to antiquaries of
Palgm e~ the present day with the epithet by which
he himself wished it to be distinguished, as Honest
Tom Martin of Palgrave. Shortly after Le Neve’s
death, Martin found himselfa widower, and married the
widow of his friend. He thus came into the posses
sion of a valuable collection of pictures, antiquities,
and other articles, besides a considerable remainder
of the books and MSS. not yet submitted to

'

the

hammer ; SO that, having already bought a good number
of those which had been sold

,
he for a time secured

against further dispersion the treasures which it had cost
Le Neve forty years Of labour to bring together. The
collection was still spoken of as Le Neve ’s collection ,
and Francis Blomefield, who was at this t ime engaged
in composing his invaluable “ H istory of Norfolk,

” 1

alludes to it under that name. Blomefield had the

free use of all Le Neve ’s MSS.
,
and appears to have

made some collections Of his own, though doubtless
ona smaller scale. In the preface to his “ H istory Of

1 The first volume of this work was publ ished in 17 39, ten years after Le
Neve ’s death.
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Norfolk
,
he tells the reader that he hasmade distinct

reference to the several authors and originals he had
made use of inall cases, except ,

” says he, “ where the
originals are either in Mr . Le Neve’s or my own col

lections
,
waif/z al f r eseflt 1 a

’
eszlgvz fofaz

'

a to so tfiat,
being togetfier , l lzey may be consulted at all times.

”
I t

would appear from these words that it wasat this time
Martin ’s intention, and may have been that of Le
Neve before him , to bequeath or sell the whole collec
tion to some public body for the use of literary in
quirers inaf ter times. But if so

,
he failed to carry out

his proj ect . He lived
,
indeed, for nearly forty years

after his marriage with Le Neve
’s widow, but his

necessities compelled him to part with some of his

treasures . Still, as he grew old, he did not altogether
drop the project : he frequently formed resolutions
that he would

,
next year , arrange what remained of

them, and make a selection for public use. But at

last, at the age of seventy-four, he suddenly died in
his chair

,
without having carried out his intention.

1

His executors seem to have done what they could
to preserve the integrity of his collections. A cata

logue Of Mart in’s library was printed at Lynn in 1 7 7 1 ,
in the hope that some purchaser would be found to

take the whole. Such a purchaser did present himself,
but not inthe interest of the public. A certain Mr. John
Worth, a chemist at Diss, bought both the
library and the other collections

,asaspecu

lation, for 630. The printed books he immediately
sold to a firm at Norwich, who disposed of them by
auction ; the pictures and smaller curios ities he sold
by auction at Diss, and certain portions of the MSS .

were sent, at different t imes, to the London market .
But before he had completed the sale Of all the collee
t ions, Mr. Worth died suddenly in December 1 7 74 .

That portionof the MSS. which contained the Paston
1 Fenn speaks of him , without mentioning hisname , in the pre face to his
first volume , x. That Mart in is the “

gr eat col lector ” he re re ferred to wil l
be seem t y a comparison with the account g iven of him a li tt le further on
at p. xxx.

By Mr. Worth.
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Letters he had up to that t ime reserved . Mr. Fenn
immediately purchased them of hisexecutors, and they
had been twelve years in his possession when he pub
lished hisfirst two volumes of selections from them.

Up to this poin t, the history of the MSS . is toler
ably free Of obscurity ; the only question that arises
Francis 3 10m .

being as to their having been owned in
fie ld. part by Francis Blomefield. If it be true
that Le Neve was the first purchaser of the Ear l
of Yarrnouth’s MSS . , it seems scar cely probable
that any part of them could have been bought by
a country clergyman like the incumbent of Fersfield.

Indeed, there is no reason to believe that the Paston
family papers were not at this time kept together in
their integrity. Yet Blomefield not only saw them all,
but wrote his initials on several, and marked a good
many others with a mark by which he was inthe habit
of distinguishing original documents that he had exa:

mined and noted. These liberties he may perhaps
have taken by permission of Mr. Martin ; but in one
case, at least, I find that he exercised full right of

ownership himself by giving away to a fri end the ori
gimal of a letter which must certainly have been once
in the Paston family archives. The truth of the matt er
probably is that Le Neve had bequeathed some of

these documents to Blomefield.

But from the days of Sir John Fenn the history of
the Paston MSS. is mysterious . On the 23d May
1 787, Fenn received his knighthood at St. James’s,
having then and there presented to the king three
bound volumes of MSS . which were the originals of his
first two printed volumes . Since that time they have
D ig ppeam ce

disappeared, and no one can tell what has
of the MSS become of them . There isa tradition that
they were last seen in the hands of Queen Char lotte,
who, it is supposed, must have lent them to one of her
ladies inattendance. If so, it isstrange that they should
have been altogether lost sight of. All that canbe said
upon the matter is that they have since been sought
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for in vain . They are not in the library of King
George I II . ,

which is now in the British Museum,
nor

do they appear to -be in any of the Royal Palaces .
The late Prince Consort, j ust before his death, insti~
tuted a search which he had great hope would at last
bring them to light. I have been informed that it has
since been completed, but the missing originals remain
still unaccounted for .

Nor is thi s all. The originals of the other three
volumes were all for a long time equally undiscoverable.
Those of the third and fourth volumes, with the excep
tion of one single document, have not been found to
this day ; and Mr. Serjeant Frere, when he published
the fifth volume after Sir John Fenn ’s death, declared
that he had not been able to find the originals of that
volume either. Strange to say, however, they were in
hishouse all the time, and were discovered by hisson,
Mr. Philip Frere, in the year 1 865 , j ust after aningemi
ous lz

'

ttéraleur had made the complete disappearance
of all the MSS. a ground for casting doubt on the

authenticity of the published letters . I t is certainly a
misfortune for hi storical literature that the owners of
ancient documents commonly take so little pains to
ascertain what it is that they have got. 1
Thuswe have the following strange occurrences inthe

history of these MSS . The originals Of the first two
volumes are missing, though they were presented to the
King in 1 787 , bound in three volumes, and no doubt
the bindingwasa handsome one. The originals of the
third and fourth volumes are missing, but they were
not presented to the King, and apparently were not
bound up ; for it happens that the first document in
vol. iii. has been actually found

,
and is now in the

British Museum. Finally
, the originals of vol. v.

were for a long time missing like the others, but were
discovered six years ago at the house of the late Mr.

Philip Frere at Dungate , inCambridgeshire, along with
1 The roceedings of the H istorical MSS . Comm ission are , howeve r, at
In
en

'i
h bringin

g
to light a vast quanti ty of unsuspected materials for history

hands 0?private owners.
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a large mass of additional MSS. belonging to the same
collection . Among these was the document j ust
alluded to —the one single paper that has been re

covered of the originals of vol. iii.
The late Mr. Philip Frere

, after he had discovered
the originals o f vol. v . , was strongly urged by myself
and others to make a thorough search inhishouse for
those of vols. iii. and iv. He did so, and the examina
tion brought to light a vast quantity of papers of

different ages, many of them very curious, but not a
single other document was discovered belonging to

those two volumes . All that he could find man i
festly belonging to the Paston Collection, he sold
to the British Museum. The rest he disposed of by
auction . It would seem,

therefore, that the originals
of vols. iii. and iv. must have somehow got into
different hands from the other Paston papers .
D isp mionof

Indeed, there are but too many evi
thc Le tters deuces that the importance of preserving
this interesting correspondence in its integrity has
never been sufficiently appreciated. Single letters
which once formed part Of it occasionally turn up at
auctions, and some have been sold to foreign pur
chasers . No less than twenty came to the hands of
the late Mr. Francis Douce

,
and are now among his

MSS . in the Bodleian Library. Two separate volumes
of Fastolf and Paston papers have also been in the

market, and are now inthe libraryOf the late Sir Thomas
Phillipps at Cheltenham . Nor is it possible to say how
many o ther letters have been lost along with the printed
originals—how many important links ar e missing to

enable us to understand fully the correspondence that
remains .
Nevertheless, the recovery of the originals of the

fifth volume, and of such a large number of unprinted
Need of a new letters along with them,

suggested to me
ed ition strongly the desi rab il i ty of a new ed i tion,
as complete as it could possibly be made. The errors
inFenn’s chronology are numerous, and so exceedingly
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misleading that, indispensable as these Letters now are

to the historian, there isnot a single historian who has
made use of them but has misdated some event or

other , owing to their inaccurate arrangement. Even
writers who have been most on their guard in some
places have suffered themselves to be misled in others .
This is no reproach to the former Editor, whose work
is indeed a perfect model of care and accuracy for the
days in which he lived ; but historical criticism has

advanced since that time, and facilities abound which
did not then exist for comparing one set of documents
with another, and testing the accuracy of dates by
public records . The completion of Blomefield

’

sHis

tory of Norfolk, and the admirable index added to that
work of late years by Mr. Chadwick, have also been of
eminent service inverifying minute facts. Moreover

,

the comprehensive study of the whole correspondence,
with the advantage of having a par t already published
to refer to, has enabled me in many cases to see the
exact bearing of particular letters, which before seemed
to have no certain place in the chronology, not only
upon public events, but upon the private affairs of the
Paston family. I trust therefore, when this edition is
completed, it will be found not only more full, but
more accurate and even more interesting than the

former one.

Still , it is certainly produced under a disadvantage
in the absence of so many of the original MSS .

,
and

were there any reasonable hope of their being recovered
within a definite and not very remote peri od of time,
it might perhaps have been a question whether a new
edition Should not be delayed till then. But there is
no apparent reason why MSS . which have been undis
covered for more than eighty years should not remain
so eighty years longer, if the indiff erence or the acci

dent, whatever it may be, which has caused them to

be overlooked, be made an argument against turning
to the best account those which we now actual ly
possess. And there is the less reason for hesitating,
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because we have very satisfactory evidence that in
reprin ting from Fenn

’s edition those letters of which
the originals are lost, we are not likely to reproduce
Accuracy of any very serious blunders . The car e taken
Fw fl

'

s tm by Sir John Fenn to secur e the accuracy
of his text can be proved by many tests. I t might,
indeed , be inferred from the elaborate plan of editing
that he adopted, exhibiting in every case two tran
scripts of the same letter

,
the one to Show the precise

spelling and punctuation of the original, the other to
facil itate the perusal by modern orthography. A work
on which so much pains were bestowed, and which
was illustrated besides by numerous fac- similes of the
original handwritings, signatures, paper-marks, and

seal s Of the letters, wasnot likely to have been exe

cuted ina slovenly manner, in so far as the text is con
cerned. But we are not left in this case to mere pre
sumptive evidence. The originals of the fifth volume
have been minutely examined by a committee of the

Society Of Antiquaries, and compared all through with
the printed text, and the general result of this exam i
nation was that the er

'

rors ar e very few,
and for the

most part trivial. Now
,
if this was the case with

regard to that volume, which it must be remembered
was published after Fenn ’s death from transcripts
prepared for the press, and had not the benefit of a
final revision of the proof Sheets by the editor, we have
surely every reason to suppose that the preceding
volumes were at least not less accurate .

At al l events, any inaccuracies that may exist in
them were certam not the result of negligence . I
have been favoured by Mr. Almack, of Melford, near
Sudbury, inSuffolk , with the loan of several shee ts of
MS . notes bequeathed to him by the late Mr. Dal ton ,
of Bury St. Edmund ’s

,
who transcribed a number of

the original MSS . for Sir John Fenn. These papers
contain a host of minute queries and criticisms, which
were the result of a close examination of the first four
volumes

,
undertaken at Fenn ’s request. Those on the
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first two volumes are dated on the 3d and 7 th of May
1 788, more than a year after the book was published.

But onvols. iii. and iv. there are two separate sets of
Observations, the first of which were made on the

transcripts before they were sent to press, the other,
like those on the two fir st volumes, on the published
letters . From an examination Of these criticisms, and
also from the results of the examination of the fifth
volume by the committee Of the Society of Antiquaries,1
I have been led to the opinion that the manner in
which Sir John Fenn prepared his mate Mode inwhich
rials for the press was as follows —Two gli

n

gggis
p
fi
d

copies were first made of every letter, the publication.
one in the exact spelling and punctuation of the ori

ginal, the other in modern orthography. Both these
copies were taken direct from the original, and possibly
in the case of the first two volumes they were both
made by Fenn himself. In vols. iii. and iv . , however,
it is stated that many of the transcripts were made by
Mr. Dalton, while those of vol. v. were found to be
almost all in his handwriting when that volume was
sent to press in But this statement probably
refers only to the copies in the antique spelling.

Those inmodern spelling I believe to have been made
for the most part, if not altogether, by Fenn himself.
When completed, the two copies were placed side by
side, and given to Mr. Dalton to take home with him .

Mr. Dalton then made a close comparison of the two

versions, and pointed out every instance inwhich he
found the slightest disagreement between them

, or

where he thought an explanation might be usefully
bracketed into the modern version . These comments
in the case of vol. iii. are upwards Of 400 in number,
and extend over eighteen closely written pages quarto .

It is clear that they one and all received the fullest
consideration from Sir John Fenn before the work was
published . Every one of the discrepancies pointed

1 Ar chmol . vol . xl i. p 39 .

2 S ee Advertisement in the beginning of the volume , p. vu.
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out between the two versions is rectified in the printed
volume, and there cannot be a doubt that in every
such case the original MS . was again referred to, to

settle the disputed reading.

One or two illustrations of this may not be unac
ceptable to the reader . . The following are among the
observations made by Mr. Dalton on the transcripts

of vol. iii. as prepar ed for press. In
Letter viii. was a passage in which oc

curred the words
,

“
that had of your father certain lands

one seven years or eight years agone. Mr. Dalton ’s
experience as a transcriber appears to have suggested
to him that one wasa very common misreading of

the word over ”
inancient MSS . ,

and he accordingly
suggested that word as making better sense . His

surmise turned out to be the true reading, and the

passage stands corrected accordingly in the printed
volume. In Letter xxiv. there was a discrepancy in
the date between the transcript inancient spelling and

the modern version . In the latter it was “
the 4th day

of December,” whereas the former gave it as the 3d.

On examination, it appears that the modern version
was found to be correct, a Roman iiij.

” having been
misread in the other as

“ iij.
” Thus we have very

sufficient evidence that the modern copy could not
have been taken from the ancient, but was made
independently from the original MS . Another in
stance of the same thing occurs in the beginning Of
Le tter xli. , where the words “

to my power ”
had been

omitted in the literal transcript, but 'were found in the
modern copy.

Mr. Dalton ’s part inthe work of transcription appears
clearly in several of his Observations. One of the tran
scripts is frequently referred to as

“ my copy ; and an

observation made on Letter lxxxvi. shows pretty clearly
that the copy so referred to was the literal one. At

the bottom of that letter is the following brief post
script — “ U tinam iste mundus malignus transiret et

3 1
concupiscentia ejus on which Mr. Dalton remarks

Examples.
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with which Sir John Fenn prepared hismaterials for
the press .
I t has, therefore, been our principle in this publica

tion to reprint from Fenn’s edition all those letters of
which the originals have not yet been recovered, and
to print car efully from the MSS . inall cases where the
MSS . ar e accessible. In following the text given by
Fenn

,
the only liberty we have allowed ourselves has

been to extend the contracted words, so as to make
them intelligible to the ordinary reader ; and even in
this we have always been guided by the interpretation
p lan cums given by Fenn himself In hismodern ver

Editiom sion . The public has, therefore, in this
edition a complete transcript of all the important letters
of this collection , of which the text could be inany
way obtained. At the same time we have not thought
fit to omit all notice whatever even of those letters
that seemed to be of too little interest to merit publica
t ion . Of every such letter an abstract will be found

'

inserted inwhat is believed to be its true place in the
series . Abstracts are also given of documents that are
too lengthy and formal to be printed, and, in one case

,

of a lett er sold at a public sale, of which a transcript
isnot now procurable. In the same manner, wherever
I have found the slightest note or reference, whether
inFenn’s footnotes or inBlomefield ’

sNorfolk—where
a few such references may be met with—to any letter
that appears originally to have belonged to the Paston
correspondence, even though the original be now inac
cessible, and our information about the contents the
most scanty, the reader will find a notice of all that is
known about the missing document inthe present pub »

lication.
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HE l ittle village of Paston
,
inNorfolk, lies not far from

the sea, where the line of the shore, pro
ceeding eastward from Crome r

,
begins

to tend a l ittle towards the south. I t

is about twenty m iles north of Norwich. The country around
isflat, but not Without interest ; the coast isdangerous to mariners
and as no railways have yet approached the neighbourhood, the
district is almost unvisited by strangers . Here , however, lived
for several centuries a family which took its surname from the

place, and whose private correspondence at one particular epoch
sheds no inconsiderable light on the annal s of their country.Of the early history of this fam ily our notices are scanty and
uncertain . A Norman descent is claimed for them by Blome

field, the Norfolk historian, on the evidence of certain docu
ments which have been since dispersed. But at the time when
they and their doings become best known to us,
their social po sition was merely that of smal l
gentry . One of these, however, was a justice
of the Common Pleas in the reign of Henry VI . , whose upright
ness of conduct caused h im to be commonly Spoken of by the
name of the Good Judge . He had a son

,
John, brought

up to the law, who became executor to the old soldier and

statesman, S ir John Fastolf. This John Paston had a con
siderable family, of whom the two eldest sons, strange to say,
both bore the same Christian name as their father. They
were also both of them soldiers, and each, in his time, attained
the dignity of knighthood . But of them and their father, and
their grandfather the judge, we Shall have more to say presently .

After them came S ir Wil liam Paston, a lawyer, one of whose
daughters, Eleanor, married Thomas Manners, first Earl o f

Rutland. He had also two sons, of whom the first, Erasmus,
died before him . The second

,
whose name was

Clement , was perhaps the most illustrious of the 8:
11am Pas’

whole l ine. Born at Paston Hal l, in the

mediate neighbourhood of the sea, he had an early love for
ships, was admitted when young into the naval service Of

Henry VIII . , and became a great commander . Inan engage

Paston
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ment with the French he captured their admiral, the Baron
de S t Blankheare or Blankard, and kept him prisoner at

Caister near Yarmouth till he had paid 7000 crowns for his
ransom,

besides giving up a number o f valuables contained in
his ship . Of this event Clement Paston preserved till his death
a curious memorial among his household utensils, and we read
inhiswill that he bequeathed to his nephew his standing bowl
cal led the Baron St B lankheare .

” He served al so by land as

well as by sea, and was with the Protector Somerset inS cot
land at the battle of P inkie . InMary ’s reign he is said to have
been the person to whom the rebel S ir Thomas Wyat sur

rendered. In his later years he was more peacefully occupied in
building a fine family seat at Oxnead . He lived t ill near the
close of the reign of Elizabeth , having earned golden Opinions from
each of the sovere igns under whom he served . Henry
w e are told, called h im his champion the Duke o f Somerset,
Protector in King Edward

’s re ign , called him his soldier ;
Queen Mary, her seaman and Queen Elizabeth, her father .

” 1

Clement Paston died childless, and was succeeded by h is
nephew,

another S ir William, whose name is well -known in
Norfolk as the founder of North Walsham S chool, and whose
e ffigy in armour is visible in North Walsham Church, with a
Latin ep itaph recording acts of munificence onhis part , not only
to the grammar school, but also to the cathedrals of Bath and
Norwich, to Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, and to the
poor at Yarmouth .

From S ir William the line descended through Christopher
Paston (who, on succeeding his father, was found to be an idiot,
incapable of managing his aff airs), S ir Edmund and S ir William
Paston, Baronet, to S ir Robert Paston , who , in the reign

‘

of

Charles I I . , was created first Viscount , and after
$2§mfii$

f wards earl , of Yarmouth . He is described as a
person of good learning, and a traveller who

brought home a number of cur iosit ies collected in foreign coun
t ries. Before he was raised to the peerage he sat in Parlia
ment for Castle Rising . I t was he who, in the year 1664,
was bold enough to

[
prop

o

s
e to the House of Commons the

unprecedented grant 0 two and a halfmil l ions to the King for a
war against the Dutch ? This act not unnatural ly brought him
into favour Wi th the Court, and paved the way for his advance
ment . Another incident in his l ife is too'

remarkable to be

passed over . On the 9 th of August ré 7é he was waylaid whil e
t ravelling in the night-t ime by a band of ruffians, who shot five
bullets into his coach, one of whi ch entered his body. The

wound, however, wasnot mortal, and he l ived six years longer.
H is relations with the Court were not al together of cod omen

for his family. We are told that he once enter tain the King
'

1 Blomefield
’

sH istory of Norfo lk v i . 487 , 488.C larendon’s Life . ii . 44 0.
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and Queen, and the King
’s brother , James, Duke of York, with

a number of the nobility, at his fam ily seat at Oxnead . Hisson,William, who became second Earl of Yarmouth, marr ied the
Lady Charlotte Boyle, one of King Charles’s natural daughters .
This great alliance , and all the magnificence it involved , was
too much for his slender fortunes. Earl Will iam was led into a
profuse expenditur e which involved him inpecuniary dimculties.

He soon deeply encumbered h is inheritance the library and the
curiosities collected by his accomplished father had to be sold .

The magnificen t seat at Oxnead was allowed to fall into ruin ;
and

,
on the death of this second earl, it was pulled down, and

the m aterials turne d into money to sat isfy his creditors . The

fam ily line itself came to an end, for Earl Will iam had survived
all hismale issue, and the title became extinct .
From this brie f summary of the family history we must now

turn to a more specific account of William Paston
,
the old judge

in the days of Henry VI . , and of his children . Of them,
and

of their more immediate ancestor Clement , we
have a description drawn by an unfriendly hand
some time after the judge

’s death ; and as it is,
notwithstanding its bias, our sole authority for some facts which
shoul d engage our attention at the outset

, we cannot do better
than quote the paper at length
A r emembrance of the worship/id kin and ancestry of P aston, born in

P ai toninGm yng lzam S oleefl .

ancestors

F irst, There was one C lement Paston dwe l ling in Paston, and he was a
good, p lain husband (ti e . husbandman) , and lived upon his land that he had
inPaston, and kep t thereon a plough all times in the year, and some times in
bar lyse ll two p loughs. The said C lement yede (t

'

e . went) at one loughbo th winter and summer
,
and he rode to m i l l on the bare horsebac Wi th

his corn under him and brought home meal again under him,
and al so drove

his cart wi th dive rs corns to Wynt erton to se ll, as a good husband [man]
ought to do . Also , he had inPaston a five score or a six score acres of land
at the most, and much thereof bond land to Gemyngham Hal l, with a l i ttlepoor wate r-m i ll running by a li ttle r iver there , as i t appeare th there of Old

t i
l

me . Other live lode nor manors had he none there , nor in none o the r
ace .

And he wedded Geoffrey of Some rton (whose true surname is Gone ld)'s
sister, whichwas a bondwoman, towhom i t is not unknown (to the prior o f
B romholm and Bak tou also, as i t is said) if that menwi l l inquire .

“
And as for Geoffrey Somerton, he was bond also , towhom, &c. , be wasbo th a pardoner and an attorney ; and then was a good world, for hethered many pence and halfpence , and the rewi th he made a fai r chape l at

amenon, as i t a peare th , &c .

Also , the sai C lement had a sonWi ll iam, which that he set to school,
and often he borrowed money to find him to schoo l and after that he yede
went) to cour t W i th the he lp of Geoff rey Some rton, his uncle and learned
the law, and there begat he much good ; and then he was made a serjeant ,
a rd afterwards made ajusti ce , and a right cunning man in the law. And he

pu much land in Paston, and also he purchased the moie ty of the
fifth part of the manor of Bakton, cal led e i ther Latymer’s, or S tyward’

s, o r

Hur ttingfie ld, which moie ty stre tched into Paston and so wi th it, and wi th
another part of the said five parts he hath se ignory inPaston, but no manor
place ; and therebywould John Pasto son to the said Will iam, make him
sel f a lordship there , to the Duke (qu . nchy of Lancaste r's great hurt.
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And the said Johnwou ld and hath un truly increased him by one tenant
aswhere that the prior of Bromholm bo rrowed money of the said Wil liam for
to pay withal hisdismes, the said Wil l iam would no t lend i t him unl ess the
said prior would mort

g
age to the said Wi l liam one John Albon, the saidprior's bondsman, dwe l mg in Paston, which was a s ti ff churl and a thrifty

man, and would not obey him unto the saidWi lliam and for that cause , and
for evi l wil l that the saidWil liam had unto him , he desired him of the prior.
And now after the dea th of the said Wi l l iam, the said JohnAlbon died and
now John Paston, son to the sai d Wil l iam, by force of the mortgage sent for
the sonof the said John Albon to Norwich.

The reader will probably be of Opinion that several of the
facts here recorded are by no means so d iscreditable to the

Pastous as the writer certainly intended that they shoul d appear .

The object of the whole paper is to cast a stigma on the fam ily
ingeneral, as a crafty, money getting race who had risen above
thei r natural rank and stat ion . I t is insinuated that they were
originally mere adser z

'

pti glebe that Clemen t Paston was only a
thrifty husbandman (note the original signification of the word

that he married a bondwom an
,
and trans

mi tted to his son and grandson lands held by a servile tenure
and the writer further contends that they had no manorial rights
in Paston , al though William Paston the justice had purchased
land in the neighbourhood , and his son John was endeavour ing
to make h imself a lordship ”

there to the p rejudice of the

rights of the Duchy of Lancas ter . I t is al toge ther a singular
s tatement, ve ry interesting in its bearing upon the obscure ques
t ion of the origin of copyholds, and the gradual em ancipation of
villeins . Whether it be true or false is another ques tion ; if
true, it appears to discredit entirely the supposed Norman
ancestry of the Pastons ; but the rem arkable thing is that an
imputation of this kind could have been preferred against a
family who, whatever may have been their o rigin, had certainl y
long before Obtained a recognised position in the county .

I t would appear, however, from the accuser ’s own statement,
that Clement Paston, the father of the justice, was an industrious
peasant, who t illed h is own land, and who set so h igh a value
on a good education, that he bo rrowed money to keep his son
at school . With the help of his brother-in-law,

he also sen t
the young man to London to learn the law, a profession which
in that day, as in the present, was considered to afford an ex .

cellent education for a gentleman .

1 The good eduWmtam.

Pas t” cation was not thrown away. William Paston
the justi ce .

rose in the professmn and became one of i ts orna
ments . He improved his fortunes by m arrying Agnes , daughter
and heiress of S ir Edmund Berry of Harlingbury Hal l, inHer tford
1 “ Here eve rything good and virtuous is to be learned ; all vice is dis

couraged and banished. So that knights, barons, and the grea test nobi li ty
of the kingdom, often place the ir chi ldr en in those Inns of Court ; not so
much to make the law the ir study, much less to live by the profession (havinglarge patrimonies of the ir own), but to form the ir manners, and to preserve
them from the contagion of v ice .

" Fortescue de Laudi bus LegumAng lia:
ted . Arnos). 185 .
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shire . Some years be fore his father ’s death , Richard Courtenay,
bishop of Norwich , appointed him his steward . In 14 14 he was
called in, along with two others, to mediate ina dispute which
had for some time prevailed in the city of Norwich, as to the
mode inwhich the mayors should be e lected ; and he had the
good fortune with his coadjutors to adjust the matter satisfac
torily.

1 In 142 ! he was made a serjeant , and in 1429 a judge
o f the Common Pleas . ” Before that t ime we find him acting as
trustee for various propert ies, as of the Appleyard family in
Dunston , 3 of S ir Richard Carbonel, ‘ S ir S imon Felbrigg, 5 John
Berney, 6 S ir John Rothenhale,7 Sir John Gyney of Di lham

,

a

Lord Cobham
,

9 and Ralph Lord Cromwell. 1° He was also
executor to S ir William Calthorp.

l l The confidence reposed in
him by so many different persons is a remarkable testimony to
the esteem inwhich he was held . He was , moreover, appointed
one of the king’s council for the duchy of Lancaster, and on his
elevation to the j udicial bench the king gave him a salary of
no marks 65 . wi th two robes more than the ordi
nary allowance of the judges .
In addition to all this he is supposed to have been a knight,

and is called S ir Willi am Pas ton inFenn’s publ ication . But this
dignity was never conferred upon him inh is ownday. There is
indeed one paper among the MSS . which are

m issing that speaks of him inthe heading as S ir

Will iam Paston, Knight ; ” but I have no doubt
when the original MS . is found, the heading so printed wil l
prove to be an endorsement of a more modern date . That there
were a number of such endorsements on the original MS S . we

know for certain . Fenn himself men t ions them occas ionally,
and m any sim ilar ones will be found on the originals which are
now in the Bri tish Museum . Nor is this the only case inwhich
I have found reason to suspect that Fenn has printed a later en

dorsement as a convenient t itle for a paper which had no original
address or heading. My reasons for believing so in the present
instance, are simply that I can find no other evidence that
Wil liam Paston was ever knighted . His name occurs over and
over again on the patent rolls . He is named in at least one

commission of the peace every year to his death, and in a good
many other commissions besides, as just ices invariably were .

He is named also inmany of the o ther papers of the same col

lection, simply as William Paston of Paston Esquire and even
inthe body of the petit ion so inaccurately headed , he is simply
styled Wil liam Paston, one of the justices. Nor does there a
pear to be any other foundation for the error than that sing e

1 Blomefield
'

sNorfo lk
,
iii. 1 26 .

Dugdale
’

s Origines. 3 Blomefield, v. 56.

4 16. i i. 2 5 7 , 285 , vi i . mg.
5 16 . vi i i. 109 .

3 16. x. 67 .

7 See Le tter 9 . Blomefie ld, vi. 35 3 .
9 16. x. 1 76.

1° l b. v. 2 7 .
11 16. V1. 5 1 7 .
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heading. He left a name behind him o f so great repute, thatFuller could not help giving him a place among his Wo rthi es
o f England,

”
al though, as he remarks

,
it did not fal l strictly

within the plan of his work to not ice a lawyer who was neither
a chief '

ust ice nor an author .

Of his personal character we are entitled to form a favourable
estimate, not only from the honourable name conferred on h im

as a judge, but also from the evidences already
His characte r . alluded to of the general confidence felt in his

integr ity. True it is that among these papers we
have a complaint against him for accept ing fees and pensions
when he was justice , from various persons in the counties of
Norfolk and S uffolk ; 1 but this only proves, what we might have
expected, that he had enemies and cavillers as well as friends .
Of the justice of the charges in themselves we have no means of
forming an independent judgment ; but indays when al l Eng
land, and not least so the county of No rfolk, was full of par ty
Spirit and contention , it was not l ikely that a man inthe position
of William Paston should escape imputations of partiality and
one-sidf

,
.v Before hiselevation to the bench, he had already

suffered “for doing his duty to more than one cl ient . Having
defended the prior o f Norwi ch in an action brought against him
by a certain Walter Aslak, touching the advowson of the church
of Sprouston, the latter appears to have pursued him w ith unre
lenting hatred. The county of Norfolk was at the t ime ringing
with the news of an outrage committed by a band o f unknown
rioters at Wighton . On the last day of the year 142 3, one John
Grys of Wighton had been enter taining company, and was heated
with “ wassail, ” when he was suddenly attacked in his ,

own

Outrage b house.

f

He and hissonand a servant were carried
a mile rom home and led to a air of allows ,wai ter AS ak' where it was intended to hang theiii but

g
asropes

were not at once to be had
,
they were murdered inanother fashion,

and their bod ies horr iblymutilated before death.

2 For nearly three
years the murde rers went unpunished , wh ile the count ry stood
aghast at the crime . But while it was still recent , at a county
court holden at Norwich, Aslak caused a number of bills, partly
in rhyme, to be posted on the gates of Norwich priory, and of

the Grey Friars , and some of the city gates , distinctly threaten
ing William Paston with the fate of John Crys, and insinuating
that even worse things were in store for him .

Against open threats l ike these William Paston of course a
pealed to the law ; but law in those days was but a feeble
protector . Aslak had the powerful support of S ir Thomas
Erpingham , by which he was enabled not only to evade the
1 No . 19 .

9 See No . 4. Compare J . Amundesham Annales, 1 6. In the latter (3
332

'

sChristian name is given as Wil liam , aud the outrage is said to haveplace onChristmas day instead of New Year’ s ev e .
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that it was by no means insignificant. S ituated by the seashore,
wi th a flat, unbroken country round about, they are conspicuous
from a distance both by sea and land . Among the numerous
monasteries of Norfolk, none but Walsingham wasmore visited
by strangers, and many of the pilgrims to Walsingham turned
aside on their way homeward to visit the Rood of Bromholm.

For this was a very special treasure brought from Constant inople
two hundred years before, and composed of a portion of the

wood of the true C ross . Many were the m iracles recorded to
have been wrought in the monastery since that precious relic was
set up the blind had received their sight, the lame had walked ,
and lepers had been cleansed ; even the dead had be en restored
to l ife . I t was impossible that a native of Pas ton could be unin
t erested in a place so renowned throughout all England .

Yet about this t ime the prio ry must have been less prosperous
than it had once been . Its government and constitution were
in a t ransition state . It was one of the twenty-eight monas
teries in England which belonged to the Glumac order, and
were originally subject to the visitation of the Abbo t o f Clugny
inFrance . Subjection to a foreign head did not tend a t any
t ime to make them popular in this country, and in the reign
of Henry V . that connection was suddenly broken off. An act

was passed suppressing at once all the alien priories, or religious
houses that acknowledged foreign superiors. The priors of

several of the Cluniac monasteries took out new foundat ion
charters, and attached themselves to other orders . Those that
continued sig ned deeds of surrender, and their m onas teries were
taken into the king

's hands . About nine or ten years later,
however, it would seem that a vicar of the Abbot of C lugny
was all owed to visit England , and to him Wil liam Pas ton made
an appeal to profess indue form a number of virtuous young
menwho had joined the priory in the interval .
From the statement already quoted as to the history of the

Paston family, i t appears thatWill iam Paston pur
chased a good deal of land in Paston besides
what had originally belonged to them . I t was

evidently h is intention to make a family residence,
and transm it to his sons a more absolute ownership in the land
from which they derived their name . Much of his father ’s
land in Paston had been copyhold belonging to the manor of

Gimingham Hall ; but William Paston bought “ a moiety of

the fifth part of the adjacent manor of Bacton , wi th free land
extending into Paston . He thus established himself as undoubted
lord of the greater part of the soil, and must have fel t a pardon
able pride in the improved position he thereby bequea thed to
his descendants. To carry out the improvem ents he proposed

to make on that and o ther part s of his property,
he obtained licence from the king a year befo re his
death to divert two public highways, the one at
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Paston and the other at Oxnead , a l ittle from their course .

1

The al terations do no t appear to have been of a nature that any
one had a right to complain of. Full inquiry wasmade before
hand by an inquisition ad quad damnum 3 whether they would be
to the prejudice of neighbours . At Paston the extent of road
way which he obtained leave to enclose was only 32§ perches in
length by one perch inbreadth . I t ran on the south side of his

mansion , and he agreed to m ake a new highway of the same

dimensions on the north side . The vicar of Paston seems to
have been the neighbour p rincipally concerned in the course that
the new thoroughfare was to take, and all part iculars had been
arranged with him a few months before W il liam Paston died .

But it would seem that upon the judge
’s death hisgreat designs

were for some time interrupted . The fam ily were
looked upon by many as upstarts, and young John ohnPaston
Paston, who was only four and twenty, though wi th

d
ii
s

i
l
s

mtes

bred to the law like his father, could not expect to ne ighbours .possess the same weight and influence wi th his
neighbour s . A claim was revived by the lord of GiminghamHall to a rent of e ight shillings from one o f Paston

’

s tenants,
which had never been demanded so long as the judge was alive .

The vicar of Paston pulled up the “ doles which were set to

mark the new highway, and various other disturbances were
committed by the neighbours . I t seems to have required all the
energies not only of John Paston upon the spot, but also of his

brother Edmund, who was inLondon at Cl ifford ’s Inn
, to secure

the rights of the family ; insomuch that their mother
,
inwriting

to the latter of the opposition to which they had been exposed ,
expresses a fear lest she should m ake him weary of Paston . 3

And, indeed, if Edmund Paston was not weary of the dispute ,
hismother herself had cause to be ; for it not only lasted years
after this, but for some years after Edmund Paston was dead
the stopping of the king

’s highway was a fru itful theme of

remonst rance . When Agnes Paston built a wall it was thrown
down before it was half completed ; threats of heavy amerce
ments were addressed to her in church , and the menof Paston
spoke of showing their displeasure when they went in public
procession on S t . Mark’s day .

4

The Manor of Oxnead, which in later t imes became the prin
cipal seat of the family, was also among the pos
sessions purchased by Judge Paston . He bought a

m
i
ad'

it of William Clopton of Long Melford, and set tled
a“ W“

it upon Agnes , hiswife . But after his death her right to it was
disputed . I t had formerly belonged to a family of the name of
Hauteyn, and there suddenly started up a claimant inthe person
1 Patent 6 July, 2 1 Henry V I . , p . 1 , m 10.

3 Inquis. a. g. d . (arranged W i th Inquisrtionsj ost -mor tem), 2 1 Henry V I . ,
No . 5 3 .

3 Le tter 46 .

4 Nos. 160, 161, 162.



of one John Hauteyn, whose r ight to hold property of any kind
was supposed to have been ent irely annul led by the fact of his
having entered the Order of Carmeli te Friars. I t seems, how
ever, he had succeeded in getting from the Pope a dispensation
to renounce the O rder on the plea that he had been forced into
it against hiswill when he was under age , and being thus restore d
by the ecclesiastical power to the condition of a layman, he next
appealed to the civil courts to get back his inheritance . This
danger must have been seen by William Paston before his death,
and a paper was drawn up (No. 35 ) to show that Hauteyn had
been released from his vows onfalse pretences . Nevertheless he
pursued his claim at law, and al though he complained of the

difficul ty of getting counsel (owing, as he himself intimated, to
the respect inwhich the bar held the m emory of Judge Paston,
and the fact that hi ssonJohn was one of their ownmembers) he
seems to have had hopes of succeeding through the influence of
the Duke of Suffolk . H is suit, however, had not beenbrought
to a successful determination at the date of Suffolk ’s fal l. I t

was still going on in the succeeding summer, but as we hear no
more of it after that, we may presume that the altered state of

the political world induced him to abandon i t . According to

B lomefield, he and others o f the Hauteyn family released their
rights to Agnes Pas ton about 1449 but th is date is certainly
at least a year too early. 1
William Paston al so purchased various other lands in the

county of Norfolk. Among others, he purchased from Thomas
Chaucer, a son of the famous poet , the manor of Gresham ,

2

of which we shall have something more to say a li ttle later . We

also find that in the fourth year of Henry VI . he obtained, in
conjunction with one Thomas Poye , a gr ant of a market, fair and
free-warren inhismanor of Shipdenwhich had belonged to his
father Clement before him .

3

The noti ces of John Paston begin when he was onthe eve o f

marrying, a few years be fo re his father ’s death . The match was
evidently one that was arranged by the parents ,

gn
o

i
’

r

'

r

‘

ia
paswns after the fashion of the t imes . The lady was of
gc' a good fam ily—d aughter and heir ess of John

Mauteby, Esq , of Mauteby in Norfolk . The friends on bo th
sidesmust have been sati sfied that the union was a good one ;
for it had the one great merit which was then conside red every
thing—it was no d isparagement to the fortunes o r the rank o f
e ither family. Beyond this hard business view, indeed , m ight
have been found better arguments to recommend it but English
menand women in those days did not read novels

,
and had no

g reat notion of cul tivating sentiment for its own sake. Agnes
l
‘aston writes to her husband to intimate “

the bringing home of
the gentlewoman from Reedham ,

” according to the arrangement
1 Nos. 47 , 66, 70, 100: Blomefield, vi . 479 .

2 B lomefie ld, v iii. 1 21.

3 Patent rol l, 4 Hen. V I . , p . 2 , m . 1 3 ; Blomefield, viii. 102 .
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he had made about it. I t was, inher words, “
the first acquain

tance between John Paston and the said gentlewoman ”

(one
would think Dame Agnes must have learned from her husband
to express herself wi th something of the formal ity of a lawyer)
and we are glad to find that the young lady

’s sense of propriety
did not spoil her natural affability. “ She made him gentle
cheer ingen tle wise, and said he was verify your son and so I
hope there shall need no great treaty between them .

” Finally
the judge is requested by his wife to buy a gown for his future
daughter-in-law, to which her mother would add a goodly fur.

The gown, ” says Dame Agnes, needeth for to be had and
of colour it would be a goodly blue, or else a bright sanguine.

"

Th e gentlewoman thus introduced to John Paston and the
reader proved to the former a most devoted wife during about
six and twenty years of married l ife . Her letters
to her husband form no inconsiderable port ion of Character

of hi sWi fe .

the correspondence In t hese volumes, and i t is im

possible to peruse them wi thout being convinced that the writer
was a woman not only of great force of character, but of truly
affectionate nature. I t is true the ordinary style of these epistles
is very different from that of wives addressing their husbands
now-a-days. There are no conventional expressions of tender
ness—the conventionality of the age seems to have required not
tenderness but humility on the part of women towards the head
of a family the subjects of the letters, too, are for the most part
matters of pure business ; yet the genuine womanly nat ure is
seen bur sting out whenever there is occasion to cal l it forth .

Very early in the correspondence we meet with a letter of hers
(No . 36 ) whi ch initself is pretty sufii cient evidence that women ,
at least, were human in the fifteenth century. Her husband was
at the time in London just beginning to recover from an illness
whi ch seems to have been occasioned by some injury he had met
with . H is mother had vowed to give an image of wax the
weight of himself to Our Lady of Walsingham on his recovery,
and Margaret to go on a pilgrimage thither, and also to S t

Leonard’s at Norwich. That she did not undertake a journey
of a hundred miles to do him more efficient service was certainly
not owing to any want of will on her part . The diffi culties of
t ravel ling in those days, and the care of a young child, sufficiently
account for her remaining inNorfolk ; but apparently even th ese
considerations would not have deterr ed her from the journey had
she not been dissuaded from it by o thers . If I might have
had my will, she writes, “ I should have seen you ere this .
time . I would ye were at home, if i t were for your ease (and
your sore might be aswell looked to here as it is there ye be),
now liever than a gown, though it were of scarlet. ” Could the
sincerity of a woman’s wishes be more art lessly expressed ?
Let not the reader suppose , however, that Margaret Pastou

’

s

acknowledged love of a scarlet gown indicates anything l ike
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frivolity of character or inordinate love of display . \Ve have l ittle
reason to believe from her correspondence that dress was a rul ing
passion. The chief aim discernible in all she writes—the chief
motive that influenced everythi ng she did—was simply the desire
to give her husband satisfaction . And he r will to do him ser

vice was, ingeneral, only equalled by her ab ility . During term
t ime

,
when John Pa'ston was in London, she was h is agent at

home. I t was she who negociated wi th farmers , receiving over
tures for leases and threats of lawsuits, and reported to her hus
band everything that might affect his interests, wi th the news of
the country gene rally. Nor we re threats always the worst thing
she had to encounter onhis account . For even domestic li fe , in
those days, was not always exempt from violence ; and there
were at least two occasions when Margaret had to endure, inher
husband’s absence, things that a woman ought to have been
5 ared.p
One of these occasions we proceed to notice. The m anor of
Gresham,

which William Paston had purchased from the son of

the poet Chaucer, had been in the days of Ed
ward II . the property of one Edmund Bacon,
who obtained from that king a l icence to embattle

the manor-house . I t descended from him to his two daughters ,
Margaret and Margery. The former became the wife of S ir Wil
l iam de Kerdeston, and her r ights were inherited by a daughter
named Maud, who married S ir John Burghersh .

1 This moiety
came t o Thomas Chaucer by hismarriage with Maud Burghersh,
the daughter of the Maud just mentioned. The other became

at first the property of S irWil liam Molynes, who marr ied Bacon’s
second daughter Margery. But this Margery having survived
her husband, made a settlement of it by will , accord ing to which
the reversion of it after the decease of one Philip Vache and of

Elizabeth hiswife, was to be sold and Will iam , sonof Robert
Molynes, was to have the first option of pur chase. This Wil
l iam Molynesat first declined to buy it , being apparently inwant
o f funds but he afterwards got one Thomas Fauconer, a Lon
donm ercha nt

, to advance the purchase money, onan agreement
that hisson should m arry Fauconer ’s daughte r . The marriage,
however, never took effect ; the Molynes family lost all claim
upon the manor, and the same Thomas Chaucer who acquired
the other moiety by hiswife, purchased this moiety also, and
conveyed both to William Paston.

a

The Manor
of Gresham.

1 Inquisi tions post mortem, 2 7 Edw. ”L , No. 28, and o Edw. I I I .
, No .

42 . B lomefield innacurately makes Maud, whom S ir Jo Burghersh
ried, the daughter of Edmund Bacon instead of hisgranddaughter. (H ist .
qf Norf . vi ii .
9 No. 10. B lomefield g ives a somewhat different account, founded doubt
less ondocuments to which I have not had access. He says that Mar gery,
w idow of S ir Wi l liam Molynes, se tt led he r portion of the manor on oneThomas de la Lynde , with the consent of her sonS ir M lliam Molynes, who
re signed all claim to i t .
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The whole manor of Gresham thus descended to JohnPaston,
ash is father’ s heir . But a few years after his father’s death, he
was t roubled in the possession of it by Robert Hungerford, son
of Lord Hungerford , who, having m arried Eleanor Molynes, a
descendant of the S ir William Molynes above referred to, had
been raised to the peerage as Lord Molynes, and

laid claim to the whole inheritance of the Molynes g
a

m
m

fi
g

oly es.family. He was still but a young man, 1 he ir YD

apparent to another barony and, w ith the prospect of a gr eat
inheri tance both from his father and from hismo ther , who was
the daughter and sole heir of William Lord Botraux, he certainly
had little occasion to covet l ands that we re not h is own. Never
theless he l iste ned to the counsels of John Heydon of Bacons
thorpe , a lawyer who had been sheri ff and al so recorder of Nor
wich

,
and whom the gentry of Norfolk looked upon with anything

but good will, regarding him as the ready too l o f eve ry powerful
oppressor. His chief patron, with whom his name was con
stantly coupled , was S ir Thomas Tuddenh am and the two

together , especially during the unpopular ministry of the Duke
o f Suffolk, exercised an ascendancy in the county, of which we
hear very numerous complaints. Heydon persuaded Lord
Molynes that he had a good claim to the manor of G resham ;
and Lord Molynes, without more ado, went in and took posses
s ion on the 1 7th of February
To recover his rights against a powerful young nobleman con

nected with various weal thy and influent ial fam ilies, required , asJohn Paston knew, the exercise of great discretion. Instead of

resort ing at once to an action at law, he made representations to
Lord Molynes and his legal advisers, to show how indefensible
was the t itle they had set up for h im . He secured some atten
t ion for his remonstrances by the intercession o f Waynflete,
bishop of W inchester . 3 Conferences took place between the
counsel of both parties during the following summer, and the
weakness of Lo rd Molynes

’ case was p ractical ly confessed by his
solicitors, who in the end told Paston to apply to his lordship
personal ly. Paston accordingly, a t no smal l expense to himsel f,
went and waited upon him a t S alisbury and elsewhere, but was
continual ly put off. A t last , on the 6th o f October

,
not, as I

believe, the same year but the year following, he succeeded in
doing to Lord Molynes to some extent what Lord Molynes had
already done to him . He took possession of a mansion
w ithin the said town, ” and occupied it him self , having doubtless
a suffi ciency of serv ants to guard against any sudden surprise .

After this fashion, he maintained his rights for a peri od of over
1 According to the inquisition taken onhis fathe r’s death (Inq . p . m . , 37

Hen. VI . , N o . he was over thirty inJune 1 459 . I f we are to under
stand that he was then only inhis thi -first year, he could not have been
(wen

)?
when he first dispossessed John aston of Gresham.

3 o. 7 7 3 No. 61 .
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three months . The usual residence of LordMolyneswas inWilt
shi re , and his agents probab ly did not like the responsibility of
attempt ing to remove JohnPaston wi thout express orders from
their master. But on the 28th of January 1450, while John
Paston was away inLondon onbusiness, there came before the
mansion at Gresham a company of a thousand persons, sent to
recover possession for Lord Molynes. They were armed with
cuirasses and brigandines, with guns, bows, and arrows, and
with every kind of off ensive and defensive armour . They had
also m ining instruments, long poles wi th hooks, called cromes,
used for pulling downhouses, ladders , p ick-axes , and pans wi th
fire burning in them . With these formidable implements they
beset the house, at that time occupied only by Margaret Paston
and twelve other persons ; and having broken open the outer
gates, th ey set to work undermining the very chamber inwhich
Margaret was . Resis tance under the circumstances was impos
sible. Margaret was forcibly carried out . The house was then
thoroughly rifled of all that it contained—property es timated byJohn Paston at £2001—the door-posts were cut asunder, and
the place was left l it tle better than a ruin . Further, that
there m ight be no mistake about the spirit inwhich the outrage
was perpetrated , the rioters declared openly, that if they had
found John Paston, or his friend John Damme, who had aided
him with his counsel about these matters, neither of them should
have escaped alive .

it

John
'

Paston drew up a petition for redress to Parliament, and
another to the Lord Chancellor but it was some months before
his case could be attended to, for that year was one of confusion
and disorder unparalleled . I t was that year, in fact, which may
be said to have witnessed the first outbreak of a long intermittent

civil war. H istory hasnot passed over in silence
the troubles of 1450 . The rebellion of Jack Cade,
and the murder of t wo bishops indifferent parts of
the count ry, were facts which no historian could

treat as wholly insignificant . Many writers have even repeated
the old slander, which there isnot the sl ightest reason to believe ,
that Jack Cade’s insurrection was promoted by the intrigues of
the Duke of York ; but no one appears to me to have realised
the precise nature o f the crisis that necessarily followed the t e

moval of the Duke o f Suffolk . And as we have now arrived at
the po int where the Paston Letters begin to have a most direct
bearing onEnglish history, we must endeavour ina few words of
historical retrospect to make the matter as clear as possible.

As to the causes of Suffolk 's fall we are not left

in ignorance . Not only do we possess the full text
of the long indictment drawn up agains t him this
year inParliament, but a number of poli tical ballads

A value probably equal to about { I3000 of our money. 3 Nos. 77 , 107 .
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urged t hat h is fam iliari ty with the Duke of Orleans and other
French prisoners lately detained in England, brought him under
suspicion at home, and rendered him a less fit ting ambassador
for arranging matters with France . Final ly he obtained from
the King and Council an inst rument under the Great S eal, par
doning him beforehand any error o f judgment he m ight possibly
commit in conducting so cr itical a negot iat ion .

1

His success, if judged by the immediate resul t, seemed to show
that so much diff idence was unnecessary. The people at large

rejoiced in the marriage of their king ; the bride, if poor , was
beautiful and attract ive ; the negotiator received the thanks of
Parl iament, and there was not a man in all the kingdom,

-at

least in all the legislature,—durst wag his tongue in censure.

TheDuke of Gloucester
,
his chief rival and opponent inthe senate,

was the first to rise from his seat and recommend Suffolk , for his
services , to the favour of the Crown .

’ If he had really com
mitted any mistakes, they were as yet unknown, or at all events
uncriticised . Even the cession of Maine and Anjou at this t ime

does not seem to have been spoken of.
Happy in the confidence of his sovereign, Suf
folk was promoted to more distinguished honour.

From an earl he was raised to the dignity of a marquis from a
m arqui sate, a few years later, to a dukedom . He had already
supplanted older statesmen with far greater advantage of birth,
and pre

-em inence of rank . The two great rivals, Humphr ey,
Duke o f Gloucester, and Cardinal Beaufort , were both e clipsed ,
and bo th d ied within six weeks o f each other, two years after
the king

’ s m arriage, leaving Suffolk the only m inister of m ark .

But hisposition was not improved by this u nd isputed ascendancy .

The death of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester,
aroused suspicions in the publ ic mind that were

probably due merely to t ime and circumstance. Duke Humphrey,
with m any defects in his character, had always been a popular
favourite , and just before his death he had been arrested on a
charge of treason . That he coul d not possibly have remained
quie t under the new regime, is a fac t tha t we m ight presume as
a mat ter of course, but there isno reason to suppose he was
gu ilty of intrigue or conspiracy. The king, indeed, appears to

A . D. 1447 .

Ryme r, xi . 3.
3 Rolls of P v. 73. That Gloucester secretly disl iked Suffolk’s po l ic

y
, andthought the peace Wi th France too dearly bought, is more than pro able .

At the rece tron of the French ambassadors in 1 44 5 . we learn from the ir
report that eury looked exceeding ly p leased, espe cially whenhis uncle theFrench King was mentioned.

“
And on his le ft hand were my Lo rd ofG lo’ste r, at whom he looked at the time, and then he turned round to the

ri t to the chance llor, and the Earl of Suffolk , and the Cardinal of York,
w 0were the re, smi ling to them,

and i t was ve ry obv ious that he made some
signal . And i t was afte rwards mentioned by (blank in any) , that
be pressed his Chance l lor’s hand and said to him in Eng lish, ‘ I am ve ry
much rejoiced that some who are p

resent should hear these words. They
are not at the ir ease.

’
S tevenson sWars of the Eng l ish inFrance , i . r ro-r .
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have thought otherwise, but his opinions were formed by those
of Suffolk and the Queen and both Suffolk and the Queen were
such enemies of Duke Humphrey, that they were vehemently
suspected of having procured his death .

Complaints agains t the minister now began to be made more
openly, and his conduct touching the surrender of Anjou and

Maine was so generally censured, that he petitioned the Kingr
that a day might be appointed on which he should have an
opportunity of clearing himself before the council . On the 25th
o f May 1447 hiswish was granted, and in the presence of a ful l
council, including the Duke of York , and others who might have
been expected to be no very favourable cr iti cs, he gave a detailed
account of all that he had done . How far he made a really
favourable impression upon his hearers we do not know but in

the end he was declared to have vindicated his in tegr ity, and
a proclamation was issued forb idding the circulation of such
slanders ag ainst him in future, under penalty of the king

’s dis
pleasure.

1

The nature of the defence that he set up can only be a matter
of speculation ; but it may be observed that as yet no form al
del ivery of Anjou or Maine had really taken place at all . The

former province, though it had been before this overrun and
laid waste by the English , does not appear ever to have been
permanently occupied by them . Del ivery of Anjou would there
fore have been an idle form ; all that was required was that the
English should forbear to invade it . But with Maine the case
was different . I t had been for a long time in the hands of the
English, and pledges had certainly been given by Suffolk for its
d el ivery. As yet, however, nothing had been concluded by way
o f positive treaty . No definite peace had been mad e wi th
France. Difficul t ies had always started up in the negot iations,
and the ambassadors appointed on either side had been unable
t o do more than prolong from time to time the existing truce

,

leaving the matter in dispute to be adjusted at a personal inter
view between the two kings, for which express provision was
made at the time of each new arrangement . But the personal
i nterview never took place . In August 1445 it was arranged for
the following summer . In January 1446 it was fixed to be before
November. In February 1447 it was again to be in the summer
following. In July it was settled to be before May 1448 ; but
inOctober the t ime was again lengthened further. 2 There can
be little doubt that these perpetual delays were due merely to
hesitation on the part of England to carry out a policy to which
she was already pledged . Charles, of cour se, could not allow
them to go on for ever . In the treaty of July 1447, an express
provision was for the first t ime inserted, that the townand castle
o f Le Mans, and other places wi thin the county of Maine, should

Rymer, xi, 1 7 3. 2 Rymer, xi . 97 , 108 , 1 5 1 , 182 , 189 , &c.
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be delivered up to the French . I t seems also to have been
privately arranged that this should be done before the rst of
November and that the further treaty made at Bourges on the
15th of October, should not be published until the surrender was
accompl ished .

1 But the year 1447 had very nearly expired
before even the first steps were taken to give effect to this
arrangement. A t leng th, on the 3oth of December, an agree

ment was made by Matthew Gough, who had the keeping of Le

Mans, that the place should be surrendered by the 1sth of

January, onreceipt of letters patent from the King of France,
for compensation to be made to grantees of the English crown.
Even this arrangement, however , wasnot adhered to. Matthew
Gough still found reasons for refusing or delaying the surrender ,
although the English government protested the sincerity of its

S iege of Le intentions. But Charles now began to take the
Mans . matter into his own hands . Count Dunois and
A D 1443 others were sent to besiege the place, wi th a force
raised suddenly out of various towns ; for F rance had been
carefully maturing during those years of truce, a system of

conscription which was now becoming servi ceable . At the first
rumour of these musters the English government was alarmed,
and S ir Thomas Hoo

,
Lord H astings, Henry’s Chancellor of

France
,
wrote urgently to Pierre de Bre

'

ze, seneschal of Poitou, who
had been the chiefnegociator of the existing truce, deprecat ing the
use of force against a town which it was the full intention of his
government to yield up honourably. 2 Such protes ts, however,
availed nothing in the face of the obvious fact that the surrender
had not taken place at the time agr eed on. The French con
t inued to muster forces . In great has te an embassy was de
spatched from England, consisting of Adam de Moleyns, bishop
o f Chichester and S ir Thomas Roos ; but the conduct of the

garrison itself rendered further negociation nugatory . By no
means could they be induced, even in obedience to their own

king, to surrender the city peacefully. Dunois and his army
accordingly drew nearer . Thr ee sharp skirm ishes took place
before the siege could be formed ; but at length the garrison
were fully closed in. All that they could now do was to make a
composition with the enemy yet even this they would not have
attempted of themselves . The effort s of the English envoys,
however, secured for the besieged most favourable terms of

surrender. Not only were they perm itted to march out with
bag and baggage, but a sum of money was delivered to each of

the captains, by the French King’ s orders ; with which, and
with a safe conduct from Charles, they departed into Normandy. 3
It was onFr iday, the 1sth of March 1448, the day onwh ich
S tevenson’sWars, 11. (7 14,

2 S tevenson’s Wars, i. 198 . See also a le tter of the 18 th Feb . 1448, of

u lrich an abst ract is given rnvol. 11 . of the same work, p. 5 76.

3 Chron de Mat . de Coussy (inBuchon’

s collectror p. 34.
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the truce between the two countries was to have expired, that
the brave Matthew Gough, along with his colleague, Fulk Eton,
formally delivered up to the French , not only the town and
castle of Le Mans, but also the whole county of
Maine except the lordship of Fresnay. S tanding
on the outer bridge, they made a public pro test be
fore their soldiers, and caused a notary to witness it by a formal
document, that what they did was only inobedience to their own
king

’s commands, and that the kinghimself, ingivingup possession
of the county of Maine by no means parted with his sovereign
r ights therein ; that he only gave up actual possession in order
that King Re’né and hisbrother, Charles of Anjou, m ight enjoy
the fruits of their own lands, and in the hope that a firm peace
m ight be established between England and France. Four days
before this was done, the truce had been prolonged for two
years more .

1

The reluctant cession of such a valuable province as Maine,
boded ill for the security of the neighbouring duchy of Nor

mandy. The government of Normandy was at this time com

mitted to Edmund Beaufort , Marquis of Dorset, who had just
been created Duke of Somerset. H is appointment to the post
had been due rather to favour than to m erit. The Duke of

York was then Regent of France, and had gi ven good proof of
his competence to take charge of the entire kingdom . But

Somerset , who was head of the house of Beaufort, nearly allied
inblood to the Crown, and who had come into possession o f

immense wealth by the death of his uncle, the Cardinal of Win
chester, had the ambition of an Engl ishman to show his tal ent
for governing . His influence with the King and Suffolk ob

tained for him the government of Normandy, and that he m ight
exercise it undisturbed , York was recall ed from France. The

change was ill advised ; for the times demanded the best of

generalship, and the utmost political discretion . Somerset,
though not without experience inwar, had given no evidence of

the possession of such qual ities ; and they had been notoriously
Wanting inhis brother John, who was Duke of Somerset before
him , when his ambit ion, too, had been grat ified by a command
inFrance . Duke John, we are told, absolutely refused to give
any one his confidence as to what he was going to do at any
period of the campaign . H e used to say that if his shirt knew
his plans he would burn it ; and so, with a gr eat deal o .

‘

m anoeuvring and mystery, he captured a small place in Bri ttany
called La Guerche, m ade a vain attempt to reduce another
fort ress, and then returned to England.

2 I t may have been
owing to publ ic discontent at the small resul t of hisgreat pre
parations, that he was accused of treason onhis return ; when,

1 Rymer, xi . 199 , 204. S tevenson’sWars i . 207 .

2 Basin. H istoire de Charles VI I . , &c . , i.
’

150-1 .
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unable to endure so great a reproach, he was believed to have
put an end to his own life.

1

With a full recollection of the indiscret ions of his brother
John , the King

’s Council must have hesitated to confide to Duke
Edmund such an important trust as the government of Nor

mandy . They must have hes itated al l the more
,
as the appoint ~

ment of Somerset involved the recall of the Duke of Yo rk . And
we are told that their acts at the time be trayed symptoms of

such irresolution ; insomuch that one day a new governor of

Normandy was proclaimed at Rouen, and the next h is commis
sion was revoked and another named inhisstead .

ii But at last the
influence of Somerset prevailed . He was not, however , per
mitted to go abroad wi thout warning of the dangers against
which he had to provide . The veteran S ir John Fastolf drew
up a paper for his guidance, pointing out that it was now pecu
l iarly important to strengthen the fortifica tions on the new

frontier, to pro tect the sea-po rts , to p reserve free communication
with England, and (what was qu ite as po lit ic a suggestion as
any) to appoint a wise chancellor and council for the impartial
administration of justice so as to protect the inhabitants from
oppression .

8 From the comment made upon these suggestions,
e ither by Fastolf himself or by his secretary William Worcester ,
i t would seem that they were not acted upon and to this cause
he attributed the disasters which soon followed in quick succes
sion, and brought upon the Duke of Somerset the ind ignation
and contempt o f a large number of his coun trymen . These
feel ings, probably, were not al together just . The Duke had
done good service befo re in France, and par t of the blame of

what occurred may perhaps be attributed to divided manage
ment—more especially to the unrul y feelings of a number of the
English soldi ers.
The garri son which had been compelled against its will to

give up Le Mans found it hard to obtain quarters inNormandy.
I t was doubtful whether they were not labouring under their
ownking

’s displeasure, and the cap tains of fortified towns were
afraid to take them in. A t last they took possession of Pont
orson and S t . James de Beuvron, two towns situated near the

confines of Bri tanny which had been laid waste during the pre
vions wars , and had since been abandoned. They began to

v ictual and for tify themselves in these positions to the alarm of
their neighbours, until the Duke of B ritanny felt it necessary to
complain to the Duke of Somerset, request ing that they might
be dislodged . Somerset , inreply, prom ised to caution them not

to do anything inviolation of the truce, but declined to bid them
evacuate their positions . D iplomatic intercourse went on be
tween one side and the other, always in the most courteous

1 Contin. ot Chronicle of Croyland, 5 19 . Basin, i . 192 .

S tevenson's \Vars, ii .



terms, but every day it was becom ing more apparent that al l
confidence was gone.

A t las t , in March 1449 , the English justified the suspicions
that had long been en ter tained of them . A de

tachment of about 600 men, under Francois de
Surienne , popularly named L’

Arragonois, a leader in the pay of
England , 1 who had, not long before, been knighted by Henry ,
crossed the frontier sou thwards into Britanny,
took by assaul t the town and castle o f Fougeres ,
and made dreadful havoc and slaughter among the
unsuspecting inhabitan ts . The place was full of weal thy mer ~

chants, for i t was the centre of a considerable woo llen manu
facture , and the booty found in it was estimated at no less than
two mi l lions o f gold.

2 Such a prize in legitimate warfare would
undoubted ly have been well worth the taking ; but under the

actual circums tances the deed was a glar ing, perfidious violation
of the truce . Somerset had been only a few days before protest
ing to the King of France that, even if al l his towns were open
and undefended, they would be perfectly secure from any assault
by the English ; 3 yet here was a town belonging to the Duke of

Britanny, a vassal o f the Ki ng of France, who had been expressly
included in the truce, assaul ted and taken by fraud. Somerset
disavowed the deed, but refused to make restitution. He pro

fessed to wr ite to the King for instruct ions how to act ; but he

u tterly destroyed his fl imsy pretence of neutrality by wri ting to

the King of France, desiring him not to give assistance to the

Duke of B ri tanny.

‘

The truth is that the expedition had been fully authorised, not
only by Somerset inNormandy, but by the King and the Duke
of Suffolk inEngland . I t was sugges ted to L

’

A rragonoiswhen
he was inEngland by Suffolk himself, who assured him that he
would do the King a most excellent service by taking a place o f

so much consequence . He was further given to understand that
he incurred no danger or responsibil ity ; for even if he were
besieged by the Duke of Britanny, ample succours would be
despatched to relieve him. Unfor tunately, during the next few
months , the English had too much to do to keep their word ,
and L’

A rragonoiswas compelled to surrender the place again to
the Duke of Britanny after a five weeks’ siege. Feeling h imself
then absolved from every engagement to England he next year
sent back the Order of the Gart er to Henry, declaring himself
from that time a subject of his natural lord the King of Arragon,
inwhose country he proposed to spend the remainder of his
days .
Notw ithstand ing the richness of the boo ty wonby the capture

a n. 1449 .

Capture of

Fougeres.

1 S tevenson’s Wars, i . 47 3 u. 5 7 3 .

2 S tevenson’s Reduc tio biormannize , 406 .

4 Reductio Normanniae
, 406 .

5 S tevenson's Wars , i . 2 7 5 , 27 8, &c.
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of Fougeres , the English ought to have been aware that they
would have a heavy price to pay for it . The alienation o f a
fri end in the Duke of B ritanny evidently did not grieve them,

although that Iin itself should have been a m atter of some con
cern ; for the Duke, though nearly related to the French King,
had studied to keep himself neutr al hitherto . To his and his
father’s pacific policy it was owing that the commerce of Britt any
had prospered, and Fougeres itself became rich, while neigh
bouring dis tricts were expo sed to the ravages of war . But the

resentment of the Duke of B ritanny was not a cause of much
apprehension. The effect of the outrage upon the French people
was a much more serious matter, and this was fel t imm ediately .

The King of France , when he heard the news, was at Mon tils
by Tour s on the point of start ing for Bourges . He immediately
changed hispurpose and turned back to Chinon that he might
be nearer Britanny. A secret t reaty was made between the
‘King and the Duke to aid each o ther on the recomnrencement

of hostilities with the English . A plot was al so laid to surprise
the town of Pont-de-l ’A rche on the Seine, just as Fougeres had

been surprised by the English . I t was completely
succe ssful , and Pont-de -l

’

Arche was captured by
stratagem early in the morning of the 16th of May,
by a body of adventurers professedly in the service

of Britanny. There could be no m istake about the significance
of the retribution . To the Duke of B ritanny the capture of

Pont -de-l ’Arche was of no val ue, except in the way of retal iat ion,
for it was at a great d istance from his borders while to France
it was a most important gain if used wi th a view to the recovery
o f Normandy. But France was quite as free to d isavow the

deed as the Engl ish governm ent had been to disavow the taking
of Fougeres.
Charles had, in fact, gained , in a strategic point of view,

quite
as great an advantage as the English had gained in point of

material wealth . But moral ly his advantage was grea ter stil l,
for he showed himself pe rfectly open to treat for the redress of
outrages onboth sides, and was willing to put Pont-de-I

’

A rche

again into the hands of the English if they would have res toredFougere s. All conferences, however , were ineffectual, and theFrench followed up their advantage by taking Gerberoy and
Conches . In the south they also won from the English two

places in the neighbourhood of Bordeaux .

1 S till , Charles had
not yet declared war, and these things were avowedly no more
than the acts of desul tory nraranders. I l is ambassadors still
demanded the restitut ion of Foug ‘

e res, which possibly the English
m ight now have been wi lling to accord if they could have had
the French captures res tored to them ,

but that in the surrender
of the place they would have had to acknowledge Britanny as a

l Reductio Normanniae, 25 1 .
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terms, agreed to surrende r no t only it but the fortresses of

Arques, Caudebec, and several othe r places, leaving the gall ant
Talbot, Earl o f Shrewsbury, as a hos tage un t il they were de
l ivered up. Meanwhile , the Duke of Britanny ove rran Lower
Norm andy and recovered his own Fougeres afte r a siege of l ittle

more than a month . Francois L ’
A rragonois, finding no hope of

succou rs, surrende red the place and afterwards wen t ove r to the

French .

In shor t, before the end of the year, the English had lost
nearly everything in the North o f France . The inhabi tants
everywhe re conspired to betray towns and garrisons, and every
man no t Engl ish born took part against the Engl ish . Even
King Réné, Henry’s father -in-law

, assisted Charles at the siege
of Rouen , and shared the honours of his triumphal entry. A t

the end of the year 1449 the English held noth ing inNormandy
exce t a few towns upon the sea-coas t or a l ittle way inland—the
chiet
P
of these being Honfleur, Bayeux, Caen, and Cherbourg.

The last named fortress remained untaken t ill the 12 th of August
inthe fol lowing year . When it surrendered , the whole o f Nor
mandy was finally lost .
The news of these reverses so rapidly fol lowing each o ther o f
course produced in England the most profound dissat isfaction .

The Parliament to which Somerset had applied for aid had been
removed after Whitsunday to Winches ter on account of the

insalubrity o f the air in London and Wes tminster, and had been
finally d issolved on the 16th of July. A new Parliament was
then called for a winter session to provide for the defence of

Normandy, when, in fact, it was too late .

1 By the time it had
assembled Rouen was al ready lost . The sec ret

U " opulam y od ium with which the policy of Suffolk had been
of ufl

'

olk.

Vi ewed for years past coul d now no longer be
restrained . It was difficult to persuade the many that t he dis
grace which had befal len the English arms was not due to

t reachery as much as to incompetence . The cession of Maine
and Anjou was more loudly blamed than ever, and Suffolk was
considered to have negotiated the King’s marriage mainl y with a
view to hisownadvantage. I t was remembered how he had once
imprudently boasted that he possessed no less weight in the

counsels o f the King of France than in those of h is own sove ~

reign ; it was aga in murmured that he had been the cause of

Gloucester’ s death . And notwithstanding the protection of the
court, these feelings found expression inParliam en t.

A t the beginning of the New Year, an incident
A 'D ' “ 5“

o ccurred which served st i ll further to p recipitate

Rolls of Far] . v. 1 43, 1 7 1 . Even when the new Par l iament me t at West
minste r on the 6thNovembe r i t was obliged to adjourn to the C i ty of London
onaccount o f the unheal thiness of the air. We must remember that Wes t
minster was then l i ttle be tte r than a flat muddy island, with a vast ex tent of
marshy land and stagnant poo ls be tween Pim lico and the
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his ruin . Adam de Moleyns, Bishop of Chichester, keeper of

the Privy S eal , who, as we have seen, had been
sent over to France in the beginning of 1448, to

1
13232

“ ‘

f
’hep o

arrange the peaceful cession of Le Mans, was at Chichester .
this time sent to Portsmouth to pay the wages of
certain soldiers and sailors. He was a scholar as well as a
statesman

,
and corresponded occasionally with the celebrated

[Eneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Pius I I . 1 But , like Suffolk , he
was be l ieved to make his own advantage out of publ ic aff airs .
He had the reputation of being very covetous ; the king

’s treasury
was ill suppl ied wi th money, and he endeavoured to force the

men to be satisfied with less than their due . On this they broke
out into open mutiny, cried out that he wasone of those who
had sold No rmandy, and thereupon put h im to death.

2 This
on the 9 th day of January 1450. During the al tercation he

let fall some words, probably inj ustification o f his own conduct ,
which were considered to reflect most seriously upon that of the
Duke of Suffolk , 3 and a cry arose for the Duke ’s impeachment
inParliament.
I t must certainly be acknowledged by any candid student of
history, that the state of the Engl ish Constitution in early times
did not admit of true and impartial justice being done to an
accused m inister. So long as a man in Sufl

'

olk
’
s position was

upheld by the power of the Crown, it was to the last degree
dangerous to say anything against him ; but when the voice of

complaint could no longer be restrained, the protection he had
before received ceased to be of any use to him . I t became then
quite as dangerous to say anything in his favour as it had been
formerly to accuse h im . The Crown could not m ake common
cause with one whose conduct was under suspicion for the King
coul d do no wrong, and the minister must be the scapegoat .

The party, therefore, which would insist on any inquiry into the
conduct of a m inister , knew well that they must succeed inget
t ing him condemned, or be branded as traitors themselves.
S uch p roceedings accordingly began inevitably with intrigue .

Lord Cromwell was Sufi'olk’

s enemy at the council table, and
used his influence secretly with members of the House of Com

mons, to get them to bring forward an impeachm ent in that
chamber . That he was a dangerous opponent Suffolk himself
was very wel l aware. A little before Christmas

,
William Tail

boys, one of the Duke ’s principal supporters, had set a number
of armed men inwait for him at the door of the S tar Chamber,
where the council met, and Lord Cromwell narrowly escaped
being killed . The attempt, however , failed, and Tailboys was
comm itted to the Tower ; from which it would seem that he

fEnea: Sylv nEpp. 80, 186.

2According to h is friend, jEneas Sylvius, the mode of dea th infl icted on
him was decapi tation. (Ope ra,
3 Ro l ls of Parl . , v. 1 76.
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must soon afterwards have been released . Cromwell then
brought an action against him,

in the Court of Exchequer , to
recover damages for the assaul t, and was awarded 63000 on

whi ch Tailboyswas comm itted to the Sheri ff of London’s prison ;
and this was all the red ress obtained by Cromwell till, by a
special act in the ensuing Parliament , Tailboys was removed
from that place of confinement

,
and lodged in the Tower once

more, for a period of twelve months . Owing to the King’s
protection he wasnot brought to trial . 1An evil day, nevertheless, had arrived for the Duke of Suffolk ,
which no t all the influence of the King, nor the sti ll greater in
fluence of Mar

g
aret of Anjou, who owed to him her proud posi

t ion as Henry s consort , was able to avert . On the 22d of

January the Duke presented a petition to the King that he might
be al lowed to clear himself before Parliament, o f the imputations
which had been cast onhim in consequence of the dying words
o f Bishop Moleyns. He begged the King to remember how
his father had died in the service of King Henry V. at Harfleur ,
—how his elder brother had been with that King at Ag incourt ,
-how two other brothers had fallen in the King ’s owndays at
Jargeau, when he himself was taken prisoner, and had to pay

for his ransom ,
—how his four th brother had been a

hostage for him in the enemies ’ hands and died there . He also

reminded the King that he had borne arms for four and thirty
years

,
had been thirty y ears a Knight of the Cart er, and had

served in the wars abroad for seventeen years at a t ime, wi thout
e ver coming home . S ince then he had been fifteen years in
England about the King

’s person, and he prayed God that if
e ver he died otherwise than inhisbed , it might be inmaintain
ing the quarrel that he had been at all t imes true to Henry .

’

Four days after this a deputat ion from the Comm ons wai ted
on the Lord Chancellor, desiring that as Suffolk had confessed
the prevalence of injurious reports against h im, he m ight be
comm itted to custody. This request was laid by the Chancellor
before the King and Council on the following day, and the

o pinion of the judges being taken as to the legality of the pro
posed arres t, he was allowed to remain at liberty until a defini te
charge should be brought against him . Such a charge was
accordingly declared two days later by the Speake r, who di d not
hesitate to tell the Lord Chancellor, in the nam e of the Com

mons, that Suffolk was believed to be in league with the French
King to promote an invasion of England, and had fort ified the
cas tle of Wall ingford wi th a view of assisting the invaders . The

Duke, onthis, was committed to the Tower .

1 W. Wore. Rol ls of Parl . , v. zoo. I find by an entry in the Control
ment Ro ll , 30 Hen. V I that onS t . Bartho lomew

’s day 1 45 1, Wi l liam Tai lboys and nine teen o ther pe rsms be long ing to South Kyme
,
inL incolnshire ,

we re outlawed at the sui t of E l izabe th, widow of ohn Saunderson, for the
murder of her husband.

2 olls of Parl. , v. . 1 76.
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On the 7 th of February he was formall y impeached by the
Commons . A copy of the articles of impeachment will be found
in the Paston Le tters (No . Nothing was said
in them of the fortification of Wallingford Castle,
but a number of specific charges were m ade, m any
of them authenticated by the exact day and place when the
all eged treasonable acts were committed , tending to show that
inhis communications with the French he had been invariably
o posed to the in te rests of his own country. It was alleged
that he had been bribed to deliver Anjou and Maine , and that
as long ago as the year 1440 he was influenced by corrupt
motives to promote the liberationof the Duke of Orleans that
he had disclosed the secrets of the Engl ish council chamber to
the French King’s ambassadors ; that he had even given infor
mation by which France had profited in the war , and that he
had rendered peace negot iations nug atory by letting the French
know beforehand the instructions given to the English envoys .
Further, in the midst of invasion and national disgrace, he had
hoped to gratify his own ambition . The King, who was stil l
childless, was to be deposed and the Duke had actuall y ho ed

to make his own son king inhisplace. I t seems that he
obtained some time before a grant of the wardship of Margaret
Beaufort , daughter of the late Duke of Somerset, who was the
nearest lieir to the crown in the Lancastrian l ine, and since his
arrest he had caused her to be married to his own 5011, LordJohn De la Pole .

1 Such was the foundationonwhich the worst
charge rested .

A month passed before he washeard inhis owndefence. The

Commons impeached , but it was for the Lords to try him .

Meanwhil e, another b ill of indictment had been prepared by the
malice of his enem ies, in which all the failures of his policy
were visited upon him as crimes, and attributed to the worst and
most selfish motives . For his own private gain, he had caused
the crown to be prodigal of grants to other persons, till it was so
impoverished that the wages of the household were unpaid, and
the royal m anors left to fall into decay . He had granted the
earldom of Kendal

,
with large ossessions both inEngland and

inGuienne to a Gascon, who timately sided with the French ,
but had happened to marry his niece. He had weakened the
king’s power inGuienne, alienated the Count of Armagnac , and
caused a band of English to attack the king

’

5 German al lies he
had disposed o f offices to unworthy persons without consul ting
the Council, granted important po ssessions inNormandy to the

French king’s councillors, given to the French quee n of

1 So 1t is stated in the impeachment. According to the inquisition onSuffolk’5 death, his sonwas born on the 2 Sep tembe r 1442 , and was there fore
at this time only 1n his e ighth year.—Napier's H istorical Notices of Swyn
cornbe and Ewehne , 108 .
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the revenues of England , appropriated and m isappli ed the king
’ s

t reasur e, and the subsidies granted by Parliament for the keep
ing of the sea. These and some m inor charges formed the con

tents of the second bill of indictment .

He was brought from the Tower on the 9th day of March, and
requi red to make answer before the Lords to the conten ts o f
both bills . He requested of the king that he m ight have copies ,
which were allowed h im ; and that he m ight prepare his answer
more at ease, he was removed for a few days to a tower wi thin

the king’s palace at Westminster. On the 13th he
was sent for to m ake his answer before the king

and lords . Kneeling before the throne he repl ied to each of the
eight articles in the fir st bill separately. He denied their truth
ent irely, and offered to prove them false in whatever m anner
the king would direct . He declared it absurd to cons ider Mar

garet Beaufort as heir-presumptive to the Crown, and used other
arguments to show the improbabil ity of his designs on the suc~
cession. In all else he shewed that the o ther lords of the

Council were quite as much committed as he and as to the de
l ivery of Anjou and Maine, he laid the responsibility entirely
upon the murdered Bishop of Chichester .

2

Next day, the Chief Justice , by the King
’s command

, asked
the Lords what advice they would give the King in the matter.

It was a Saturday, and the Lords deferred the ir answer till the
following Monday ; but on the Monday nothing was done. On
the Tuesday the King sent for all the Lords then in London to
attend him in his own palace, where they met in an inner
chamber . When they were assembled , Suff olk was sent for , and
kneeling down, was addressed briefly by the Lord Chancellor .

He was rem inded that he had made answer to the first bill of
the Commons wi thout claim ing the right of being tried by his
Peers and he was asked if he had anything further to say upon
the subject . He replied that the accusations were too horrible
to be further spoken of, and he hoped he had suffi ciently
answered all that touched the King’s person, and the state o f his

kingdom . Nevertheless, he submitted himself entirely to the

King, to do with h im whatever he thought good .

3

On this an answer was returned to him in the King
’s name

by the Lord Chancellor . A m iserably weak and evasive answer
it was, shewing clearly that the King desired to protect his
favouri te, but had not the m anl iness to avow he thought him
worthy o f protection. The Lord Chancellor was comm issioned
to say, that as to the very serious charges contained in the first
bill

,
the King regarded S uffolk as not having been proved e ithe r

gu ilty or innocent ; but touching those con tained in the second
bill , which amounted only to misprisions, as Suffolk did not put
himself upon his peerage, but submit ted entirely to the King,

1 Ro l ls of Parl . , v. 1 79
-182 .

2 16. 1 82 . 16.

H is de fence.
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the lat ter had determined , without consulting the Lords, and not
in the way of judgment (for he was not sitting in He is ordered
tribunal ), but merely in virtue of the Duke ’s own to leave
subm ission, to bid h im absent himself from Eng

Eng land.

land for five years, from the first day of May ensuing.

1

I t is clear upon the face of the matter, that although the

King was made to take the sole responsibility of this decision,
it was really a thing arranged, and not arranged without diffi
cul ty, between the friends of Suffolk and some of the le i cling
members of the House of Lords . Immediately after it waspro
nounced , Viscour

t Beaumont
,
who was one of Suffolk’s p r incipal

al lies, made a protest on behalf of the Lords
,
that what the

King had just done , he had done by his own authority, without
their advice and counsel. He accordingly besought the King
that their p rotest m ight be recorded in the Roll s of Parliament

,

for their p rotection, so that the case m ight not henceforth be
made a p recedent inderogat ion o f the privileges of the peerage .

”

Thus it was clearly hoped on all sides, a great crisis had been
averted . Suff olk was got rid of, bu t not condemned . A victim
wasgiven over to popular resentment , but the rights of the Peers
for the future were to be maintained . And though the Crown
lowered itself by an avowed derel ict ion of duty

, it was not
severely censured for prefem

’

ng expediency to justice.

On the following night the Duke left Westminster for Suffolk .

The people of London were intensely excited
,
and about two

thousand persons sallied out to St . Giles ’ hoping to intercept
his departure , but they succeeded only in capturing his horse
and some of his se rvants, whom they maltreated, as m ight have
been expected . Even after this the excitement was scarcely
diminished . Sed itious manifes toes were thrown about inpublic
and secretly posted on church doors. 3 The Duke had more

than a mon th to prepare for leaving England, and seems
to have Spent the t ime in the county of Suffolk . On Thurs
day the 3oth of April he embarked at Ipswich for Flanders
but before going he assembled the gentlemen of

the count ry, and , taking the sacrament, swore he
was innocent of the sale of Normandy and o f the
o ther treasons imputed to him .

4 He also wrote an interesting
letter o f general admonitions for the use of his young son

, at

that t ime not eight years old, whom he was not to see again for
a t least five years, and too probably not at all . This le tter

,

which is known to us only by a copy preserved in the Paston
correspondence (No . can hardly fail to awaken sympathy
w ith the writer . As an evidence of unaffected piety to God and
sincere loyal ty to his king, it wi l l p robably outweigh with most
readers all the aspersions cast by Parliament on the puri ty of

h is inten tions .
1 l ollsof Parl . v.

W W
Rymer, xi . 268 .

orc. 468 , 469 .
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Two ships and a l it tle pinnace conveyed him from the Suff olk
coast southwards till he s tood o ff Dover , when be despatched
the small vesse l with let ters to cert ain persons inCalais to ascer

tain how he should be rece ived if he landed there . The pinnace
was intercepted by some ships which seem to have been lying in
wait for h is passage ; and when it was ascert ained where the

Duke actually was , they immediately bore down upon him .

Foremost among the pursuers was a ship called the N icholas of
flu Town,

the mas ter of which, onnearing Suffolk
’ s vessel, sen t

out a boat to ask who they were. S uffolk made answer inper
son, and said that he was going by the King

’ s command to
Calais onwhich they told him he mus t speak with their master.

They accordingly conveyed him and two or three o thers in their
boat to the N icholas. When he came on board the master
saluted him wi th the words, Welcome, traitor and sent to
know if the shipmen meant to take part with the Duke , which
they at once disowned all intent ion of doing . The Duke was
then informed that he must die , bu t was al lowed the whole of

the next day and night to confess himself and prepare for the
event . 1 On Monday the 2d o f May the rovers consummated
their design . In sight of all his men Suffolk was drawn out of

the N z
'

o/wlos into a boat inwhich an axe and block
were prepared . One of the crew,

an Irish chur l ,
then bade him lay down his head, telling him in

cruel mockery that he should be fairly dealt wi th and die upon a
sword . A rusty sword was brought out accordingly, and with
nearly half-a-dozen strokes the fellow clumsily cut off his head .

He was then stripped of his russet gown and velvet double t.
H is body was brought to land and thr own upon the sands at
Dover ; and his men were at the same time allowed to dis
embark .

’1

The source from which we learn most of these particulars is a
letter of Will iam Lomaer to John Paston writtenwhen the news
was fresh . The writer seems to have been quite overpowered
by the trag ic character of the even t, and declares he had so

blurred the writing wi th tears that he fears it would no t be easy
to decipher . Indications of genuine hum an feeling like this are
so rare inletters of an early date that we are in danger o f attri
buting to the menof those days a co ldness and bru tality which
was by no means so universal as we are apt to suppose. The

tru th is that when men related facts they regarded their own

feelings as an irnpertinence having nothing whatever to do with
the matter inhand .

3 The art of letter writing , bes ides, had not
1 Engl ish Chronicle , ed . Davies, p. 69.
3 Pas ton Le tters, Nos. 93 , 94sEven the passag

e above refe rred to would probably be an illustration ofthis i f the ongwa le tte r were recovered. As we have r epnnted 1t from
Fenn, i t stands thus R ight worshipful S ir , I recommend me to you , and

am r igh t sorry of that I shal l say, and hav e so wa s/u this l i t t le bi l l wi t/t

sor rowf ul tears tha t uncu t/re: y e slm l l read i t .

"

The words in i talics would

ismurdered
at sea.
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Yclosed we have our Velvet Hat ’

That covered us from m any stormes brown .

The White Lion ” is laid to sleep,
Thorough the envy of th ’

Ap
‘

e
" Clog

And he is bounden that our door should keep
That is Talbot

,
our good dog.

The Fisher ‘ has lost his angle hook
Get them again when it will be.

Our M illie-sail " will not about,
I t hath so long gone empty.

The Bear ‘ is bound that was so wild,

For he hath lost hisRagged S taE.

The Carte-nathe '" is spoke-less
For the counsel that he gaf.

T he Lily “ is both fair and green
The Conduit runneth not, I wean.

The Cornish Cli ough " oft with his train
Hath made our Eagle 9 bl ind .

The White Hart ' isput out of mind ° John Norris.
Because he will not to them consent ”Danie—WWW

Therefore, the Commons saith, isboth true and "The King
kind ,

r Earl ofArundel .
Both inSussex and inKent . ‘ L‘

f
'dmm “

The \Vater Bouge ‘ and the Wine Botell t

figfigg
S t

With the Fetterlock’s chain bene fast. u The Duke ‘

of

The Wheat Ear “ will them sustain Exe te r.
As long as he may endure and last. ”

D
The Ear

hi
l
r

of

The Boar " is far into the West .
That should us help with shield and spear. York, who had

The Falcon 0 fieeth and hath no rest $ 1233$223
Till he wit where to big his nest. of the way.

Almost concurrently with the news of Sufl'

olk
’

s murder came
t idings, mentioned by William Lomner in the very same letter,
of another disaster in France , more gloomy, if possible, than

0
any that had occurred before. A force under S irDefea t ° f 5“ Thomas Kiriel had been sent to the aid of the
Duke of Somerset in Normandy after the loss of

Rouen. It disembarked at Cherbourg, and proceeding towardsCaen, where the Duke had now taken up his position
,
besieged

and took Valognes . They were now in full communication
w ith the garrisons o f Caen and Bayeux, when they were suddenly
attacked at the village of Fourmigni, and routed with great

f The Cardinal
Beaufort.

9 The Duke of
Norfolkwhohad
gone onpilgrim
age to Rome in

a 1447 . (Dugdal e)
h The Duke of
Sufiolk.

Lord Fauconbe rg , who wastaken risonerby the renchat
the ca ture of
Pout e-l

'

Arche.

3 Robe rt , LordWil loughby.
‘The Earl of
\Varwick.

“ The Duke of
Buckingham .

ThomasDanie l .
He and the two

nextare courti e rs
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slaughter. Between three and four thousand Englishmen were
left dead upon the field Ki riel himself was taker: prisoner
even the brave Matthew Gough (well known to Frenchmen of
that day as Matago) found it needful to fall back with his
company of r500 menfor the safeguard of Bayeux, which a month
afterwards he was compelled after all to give up to the enemy .

1

Meanwhile the Parliament, which had been prorogued over
Easter, was orde red to meet again at Le ices ter instead of Wes t
m inster. The reason given for the change o f place was still

,
as

befo re, the unheal thiness of the air about Wes tminster and
doubtless it was a very true reason . It is possible, however,
that the pol itical atmosphere of London was quite as Oppressive
to the Court as the physical atmosphere could be to the Parlia
ment. During thei r sit ting at Le ices ter a much needed subsidy
was voted to the King, and an Act passed for the application of
cert ain revenues to the expenses of the Royal Household in
order to stop the exactions of purveyors. But they had hardly
sat a month when the session was suddenly put an end to from
a cause which we proceed to notice .

The murder o f the Duke of Sufi'

olkhad not made things be tter
than they had been before . The ablest of the ministers

,
who

had hitherto guided the King
’s counsels, was now removed , but

his place was left for a t ime altogether unsuppl ied . The men of

S ufi
'

olk
’

s par ty, such as Lord Say, Viscount Beaumont, and
Thomas Daniel

,
still remained about the King, and were nearly

as unpopular as he had been. The offices formerly held by Suf
folk were divided among them and their part icular friends . 2
Evenif the Court had desired to call inmen of greater weight ,
they were not then at hand . The Duke of Somerset was in
France, and the Duke o f York in Ireland ; so that some time

must have elapsed before e ither of them could have taken part in
public aff airs at home. Meanwhi le it was said that the resen t
ment of the Court for ' Suffolk’s murder would be visi ted upon the
county of Kent ; and the county of Kent was of opinion that it
suffered abuses enough already. The exactions of the King’s
o ff i cers, both inthe way of taxation and purveyance , were felt to
be extortionate and ca pricious. The coll ectors of the revenue
were appointed by the knights of the shire, and these, instead of
being freely chosen by the people, were but the nominees of a
few great m enwho compelled their tenants to vote according to

the ir pleasure . There were, besides, grave cases of injusti ce in
which people were accused of treason, and kept in prison with
out trial, onthe information of persons about the Court who bad
influence to obtain grants of their lands from the Crown .

1 Ber ry’s narrative in S tevenson’s E lsion of the En l ish from Nor
mandy, 6. Wars of the EngL, ii. (360 . Paston Le tters, 0 . 93.

3 Se e 0. 96 . WilliamWorceste r se Lord Beauchamp wasmade
surer, and Lord Cromwe l l the king's beriain. Lord Beauchamp's ap
pomtment is on the Patent Ro lls. See Calendarium Rot . Patent . , p. 294.
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Hence arose Jack Cade ’s rebell ion, a movement which we
must not permit ourselves to look upon as a vulgar outbreak o f

the rabble. Whole dis tricts of Kent , Surrey, and
Sussex, rose in arms, clam ouring for redress o f

grievances and it iscertain thatlthe insurgents met

with a lar
g
e amount of sympathy, even from those who did not

actually take part with ‘

them.

l As their leader. they selected a
manwho called him self Mort imer, and who, besides some expe
r icuce in war , was evidently possessed of no smal l talent for
geuemlship. I t afterwards turned out that his real name was
Cade , that he was a native of Ireland, and that he had been
living a year be fore in the household of S ir Thomas Dacre in
Sussex, when he was obliged to abjure the kingdom for killing a
woman who was with child . He then betook him sel f to France
and served inthe French war against England . What induced
him to return does not appear, unless we may suppose , which is
not unlikely, that some m isdemeanour when in the service of

France made the French soil fully as dangerous to him as the

English . In England he seems to have assumed the name of

Aylmer, and passed himsel f off as a physician . He marri ed a

squi re ’s daughter, and dressed in scarlet and when the rebell ion
broke out inKent he called himsel f John Mort imer, a cousin of
the Duke of York .

The first disturbances took place at Wh itsuntide in the latter
end of May. On the first of June a considerable army from the

counties of Kent, Surrey, and Sussex, en camped upon Black
heath. The King , who, on receiving news of the rising, had
d issolved the par liament then sitt ing at Leicester, arrived in
London on Saturday the 6th, and took up his quarters at thepriory of S t. John 's, near Smi thfield. He had Wi th him
men under arms

, but for some reason or other did not set out
against the rebels till the following Thursday, the n th . They,
meanwhile, had withdrawn inthe night t ime,

’ and the King and
his host occupied their posin

'

on on Blackheath . The royal
for ces , however , proceeded no further . Only a detachment,
under S ir Humphr ey S tafford and his br other William , was sent
to pursue the insurgents. An encounter tool»: place at Sevenoaks
on the 18th,

8 inwhich both the S tafl
'

ords were ki lled . Their

M r. Durrant Coo
gz
r

é
inan inte resting paper read be fo re a mee ting of the

KentArchaeo logical °

e ty , has examined the long lis t of names given on
the patent ro l l of 28 Henry VI . , and proves from them that the insurrec tion
was by no means of a ve ry plebe ian or d iso rderly character. In several
hundreds, ” he says, the constables duly, and as if legally, summoned the
men; and many parishe s, rly en, Penshurst, Hawkhurst,
Northfie e t. Boughton-Malhe r Smarden, and Pluckley, furnished asmany
menu coifld be found inmu day fit for arma

”

2Accord ing to No. 92 of our eollecuonthis retreat would appear to havebeen on the 2 2d June, but that date is ce rtainl
yl
anerror .

0

3 The 18th June is given as the date of S ir umphrey Staflord‘s death in
lnquis. f or ! mor fm a8 Henry VI . No . 1 .
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defeat spread dismay and disafl'ection in the r0yal camp . The

noble/men who had accompanied the King to B lackheath could
no longer keep their men together, the lat ter pro testing that un
less justice were done on ce rtain traitors who had m isled the

King, they would go over to the captain of Kent . To satisfy
them, Lord Say was arrested and sent to the Tower ; but even
with this concession the King d id not dare presume upon their
loyalty. He withdrew to Greenwich, and the whole of his army
dispersed. The King him self returned to London by water, and
made preparations during the next two or three days to remove
to Kenilworth . The mayo r and commons of the c ity went to
him to beseech him to remain

,
offer ing to live and die wi th him ,

and pay hal f a year’s cost of his household. But all was to no
purpose. The King had not even the manliness of Richard I I .
at Smithfield, and he took his departure to Kenilworth .

1

The ci ty, thus desert ed by its sove reign, knew not for a time

what to do . A partyWithin the Comm on Council itself ventured
to open negotiations with the insurgents , and Alderman Cooke
passed to and fro under the safe conduct of the Captain .

” To

many it may have seemed doubtful loyalty to support the govern
ment of Lord Say and his friends against an oppressed popala
t ion . On the Ist day of July the insurgents entered Southwark .

On the 2d a Common Council was cal led by the Lord Mayor to
provide means for resisting their entry into the city ; but the ma

jority voted for their free adm ission, and Alderm an RobertHorne, who was the leading spea ker agains t them ,
was com

m it ted to prison for his boldness. That same afternoon the so
called Mortimer and his followers passed over The rebe ls

LondonBridge into the city . The Captain, after enter
passing the drawbridge, hewed the ropes asunder L°nd°n‘

with his sword. H is fi rst proceedings were marked by order
and dis cipline. He issued proclamations in the King

’s name
against robbery and for ced requisitions, but he rode through the
d ifferent streets as if to place the capital under military govern
ment, and when he came to London S tone he struck it with his
sword, saying “ Now is Mort imer lord of this city. ” Final ly,
he gave instructions to the Lord Mayor abou t the order to be
kept wi thin his jurisd ict ion, and returned for the night to his
quarters in Southwark . On the fol lowing morning, Friday the
3d, he again entered the city, when he caused Lo rd Say to be
sent for from the Tower . No resistance seems to have been
made to this demand by Lord S cales, who had the keeping of

the fortress, and Lord Say was formally arraigned at the Gui ld
hall before the Lord Mayor and other just ices who were then
holding sessions. But when the unfortunate noblem an claimed

l W. Worm—Chronicle in Lambe th MS . 3o6 .
—Chronicle in MS . Cott.

Vite ll. A. xvi.
3 Ho linshed, iii. 632 .
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the constitutional privilege of being tried by his peers, the pre
tence of lawwas finally la id aside. A company of the insurgents
took him from the officers and hurried him off to the S tandard
inCheap, where, before he was half shriven, his head was cut off

and stuck upon a long pole . A son-in-law of his named Crow
mer, who was then very unpopular as sheriff of Kent, met with a.
similar fate. He was beheaded inCade’s presence at M ile End .

Barbarity now followed violence . The lifeless heads of Say and
Crowmer were carried through the stree ts, and made to kiss each
other . A t the same time one Bailey was beheaded at White
chapel ona charge of necromancy, the real cause of his death
being , as it was reported , that he was an old acquaintance of

Cade ’s who m ight have revealed something of his past history.

I t may have been the expectat ion of inevi table exposure that
induced Cade now to relax d iscipl ine, and set an example of

spol iation himself. He entered and p il laged the house of Phil ip
Malpas

,
an alderman known as a friend of the Court , and there

fore unpopular in the city. Next day he dined at a house inthe
parish of S t . Margaret Pattens, and then robbed his host. A t

each of these acts of robbe ry the rabble were sharers of the spoil .
But, of course, such proceedings completely alienated all who

had anything to lose, and the Mayor and Aldermen began to
devise measures for expe lling Cade and his followers from the

city. For this end they negot iated with Lord S cales and Mat

thew Gough, who had then the keeping of the Tower .

For three days successively Cade had entered the city wi th
hismen, and retired in the evening to Southwark . But onSun
day

, the 5 th of July, he for some reason remained inSouthwark
all day. In the evening the mayor and citizens, with a force
under Matthew Gough , came and occupied London Bridge to
prevent the Kentish men again entering the city. The captain

called hismen to arms, and attacked the citizens
Battle onLon with such impetuosity, that he drove them back
d onB ridge from the Southwark end of the bridge to the draw

bridge in the centr e . This the insurgents set on
fire, after inflicting great losses on the ci tizens, many of whom
were slain or drowned in defending it . Matthew Gough him self
was among those who perished . S til l, the fight was obs tinately
contested, the advantage being for the moment now wi th one

party and now with the other. It continued all through the
n ight t ill nine onthe following morning when at last the Ken t
ish menbegan to give way, and a truce was made for a certain
number of hours .
A favourable opportunity now presented itself for mediation.

Al though the King had retired to Kenilworth he had
him in London some leading members of his council, among
whom were Cardinal Kemp, Archbishop of York, 1 then Lord
1 Inaccurate ly cal led Archbishop of

.

Canterbury by Fabyan and others.
He was not translated to Canterbury ti ll r452 .
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Chancellor, and Waynfiete, bishop of Winchester. The former

had taken refuge in the Tower, under the protection of Lo rd
S cales ; and he called to him the latter, who lay concealed at

Holywell . 1 A conference was arranged between them and the
insurgents, and bishop Waynflete

’l and some othe rs crossed the

river and m et with Cade inS t . Margaret’s Church in Southwark.

In the end matters were satisfactorily arranged, and the b ishop
produced two general pardons sent by the Chancellor, the firs t
for the captain himself

,
and the second for his followers. The

offer was embraced with eagerness. The menwere by this time

disgusted with their leader, and alarmed at the result of their
own acts . By thousands they accepted the amnesty and began
to return homewards. But Cade, who knew that his pardon
would avail him little when the history of hispast life came to be

investigated, wisely made friends to himself after the fashion of
the Unjust S teward . He broke open the gaols of the King

's
Bench and Marshalsea, and formed a new company out of the

liberated pri soners .8 He then despatched to Rochester a barge
laden with the goods he had taken from Malpas and others in
London, and prepared to go thither himself by land. He and
hisnew following appear to have been still in Southwark onthe
8th of July, but to have passed through Dart ford to Rochester
on the 9 th , where the continued still inarm s against the King
on the l oth and nth . An attempt they made upon the castle
of Queenborough was resisted by S ir Roger Chamberlain, to
whom a reward was

g
iven in the following year inacknowledg

ment of his services . Meanwhile a proclamation was issued
offering a reward of a thousand marks for Cade’s apprehension,
and ten marks for that of any of his followers ; “ for,

” says a
contemporary chronicler, it was openly known that his name

was not Mortimer ; his name was John Cade ; and therefore his
charter stood inno strength .

”

The feeble remains of the rebellion were already quarrelling
about the booty Cade had conveyed out of London . Their leader
now took horse and escaped in disguise towards the woody
country about Lewes. He was pursued by Alexander Iden, a

1 Hal l's Chronicle . Holy We l l was a m ineral 5 ring to the north of Lon
don, much frequented before the Re formation, when i t was stopped up asbe ing considered a place of supersti tious resort . A century afterwards i t was
d iscovered anew by a Mr. Sad le r, from whom the local i ty is named to this
da
g!
Sad lersWells.

r Accord ing to Hall both pre lates crossed the river ; but as earlie r authori
ties say that the Chance llor sent pardons under the Great Seal , i t is moreprobable that he stayed behind . Wi l liam Worce ste r makes no mention of
the Archbishop, but says that the B ishop ofWincheste r and others of the
Kin s Counci l spokewith the cap tain of Kent.
3 al l’s Chronicle .

4 See Act ofAttainder, 29 Hen. V I . Rol ls of Parl . , vi. 224.
5 Devon’s Issue Ro l ls, 47x. Davies’ Eng lish Chron. 67 .

MS. Lambe th, 306 .
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gentleman who had just been appo inted sherifi
'

of Kent in
place of the murdered Crowmer . Iden over

S
am " and

took him in a garden at Heathfield, and made
eath of Cade.

h im pr isoner, not Wi thout a scuffle, inwind ] Cade
was mortally wounded , so that onbeing conveyed to London he
died on the way. I t only remained to use his carcase as a

terror to evil-doers . H is head was cut OE and placed u n Lon
donBridge, with the face looking towardsKent . His y
drawn through the streets of London, then quartered, and the
uarters sent to four different places very widely apart ,—one of

t em to Blackheath, one to Norwich, one to S alisbury, and one

to Gloucester.

1

If the d ispersion of traitors ’ limbs for exhibitioninmany places
could have effectually repressed disloyalty, the whole realm ought
now to have been at rest. The quarters of another Kentish
rebel, who, under the name of Bluebeard, had raised d isturb
ances in the preceding February , were at that moment under
going public exhibition ia London, Norwich , and the Cinque
Ports. Those of two others were about this time despatched by
the sheriffs of London to Chiches ter , Rochester, Portsmouth,
Colchester, S tamford , Coventry, Newbury, and Winchester .

The heads of all these wretches were set uponLondon Bridge,
which in the course of this miserable year bore no less than
twenty-three such horri d ornaments.

’

But wi th all this, sedit ion was not put down, even in the
county of Kent ; for I find by the evidence of authentic records
Further d}? that a new rising took place inAugust at Fevers
(“mam a

ham, under one William Parminter, who, undeter
red by the fate of Cade, gathered about him 400

men, and cal led himself t/ze second Captain of Kent . Thisaffair
is quite unnoticed by histori ans, and all I know of it is derived
from a pardon to one of those engaged in it .a But even Par
m inter wasnot the last “ Captain of Kent that m ade hisappear
ance this year ; for the very same title was immediately af terwards
assumed by one John Smyth , for whose capture a reward of £40
was ordered to be paid to the Duke of Somerse t on the 3d ofOctober.

‘ And the chroni clers, though they do not mention
these disturbances , tell us that such things we re general over all
the kingdom . In Wil tshire , at the time that Cade was at Black
heath, Wil liam Ayscough, bishop of Sal isbury, had one day said
mass at Edington , when he was dragged from the altar by a band
of his own tenants and murdered in his alb and stole at the top
1W. Wore. Fabyan. Davies’ Eng lish Chronicle (Camden 67 .

£ !l is' Le tte 2d Se r . i . 1 1 5.
3 E ll is, £6. S . Vitell. A . xvi.
3 See document inAppendix to this Introduction. See also Devon's Issue
Rolls, p . 47 2 . I t would se em as if the entry there da ted sth A t ought
t ohave be en sth Sep tembe r, as Parminter does not seem to have n taken
evenon the last day ofAugust .

N icolas’ Proceedings of the Privy Council, vi. rox.
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him
, in the Duke’s coat of arms . A t four quarters of the fie ld

the herald proclaimed with an Oyez that Payn had been sent as
a spy upon them by the greatest traitor in England or France ,
namely, by one S ir John Fastolf, who had dim inished all the
garr isons of Normandy, Le Mans , and Maine, and thereby caused
the loss of all the King

’s inheritance beyond sea. I t was added
that S ir John had garrisoned his place with the old soldiers of
Normandy, to oppose the commons when they came to South
wark ; and, as the emissary of such a traitor, Payn was informed
that he should lose his head .

He was brought to the captain’s tent, where an axe and block
were produced . But fortunately he had friends among the host ;
and Robert Poynings, Cade ’s swordbearer and carver, who afte r
wards married John Pastou’ s sis ter E lizabe th , de clared plainly
that there should die a hundred or two others if Payn were put
to death. He was therefore allowed to live on taking an oath
that he would go to Southwark and arm himself, and return to

join the Commons . He accordingly carried to Fastolf a state
ment of their demands

,
advising him at the same time to put

away hisold soldiers and withdraw himself into the Tower. The
old warrior fel t that the advice was prudent ; he left but two o

f

his servants in the place, and but for Payn the insurgents would
have burned it to the ground. The faithful dependant , however,
had to pay the full penal ty of his master’s unpopular ity. He

seems to have enter tained the rioters for some t ime at his own

cost. Afterwards the captai n took from him some valuable
clothes and armour, and sent men to ransack his chamber of

bonds, money, and other stores . The insurgents also robbed h is
house inKent, and threatened to hang his wife and children .

Finally, on the night of the battle on London Bridge,
“Cade

thrust him into the thickes t of the combat, where he cont inued
six hours unable to extricate himself, and was dangerously
wounded .

To have passed through all this was surely a severe enough
trial ; yet after that commotion he had further trouble to endur e .

He was impeached by the Bishop of Rochester, and thrown in to
the Marshalsea by command of the Queen. He was also threat
ened to be hanged , drawn, and quar tered , inorder that he mi ght
accuse hismaster Fastolf of t reason ; but in the end his friends
succeeded in procuring for him a char ter of pardon . To earn
this, however, aswe find from the document i tse lf, he had to ap

before the King inperson, during a progress which he made
inKent the year after the rebellion, and, am id a crowd of o ther
supplicants whose bod ies were stripped naked down to their legs,
humbly to beg for me rcy.

l

Cade’s rebellion was attri buted by the Court to the machina
tions of the Duke of York . The dis turbances that had prevailed

See Appendix to Introduction.
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for some months previously, seem to have been part ly associated
with his name . When Adam de Moleyns, Bishop Th D k f
of Chiches ter, was murdered in the beginning of Yofk.

e o

the year, the malcontents talked of invi ting York
over from I reland to redress the wrongs of the people . The

exclusion of York and o ther Lords of royal blood from the King
’s

Council s was also made an express ground of complaint by the
Kent ish insurgents . The repetition of his name in the mou ths
of the disaffected was anything but grateful to the party then in
power. It was construed as be ing in itse lf an evidence of his

disloyalty . But the popular complaints as to his treatment were
both just and reasonable, for it was a

'

matter that concerned the
public weal . The rank , wealth, and lineage of the Duke of

York , his connection with the blood royal, his large posse ssions,
and finally hiswell proved ability bo th as a general and an ad
ministrator,—all marked him out as one who ought to have been
invited to take a leading part in the government of the realm ;

but a faction about the King had taken care to keep him asmuch
as possible at a distance from the Court . Moreover, it had
maligned and aspersed him inhisabsence, so that it would havebeen positively insecure for himself to allow the charges to

accumul ate. A t ime had clearly come when it was no longer
hisduty to obey the orders of others . Hisenemies were be com ing
more and more unpopular every day, and the only hope of im

proving the administration of affairs depended upon his taking
the initiative .

He accordingly determined to avail himself of the privilege
due to his rank, and lay his requests at the foo t of
the throne . A little before Michaelmas he came g

m“
?
w e"

over from Ireland, collected 4000 of his retainers om
.

w

upon the Welsh Marches, and with them pro

ceeded to London . His coming, al though unsolicited by the
wi thout leave asked, was nevertheless not alt ether

unexpected . Attemptswere made to stop his landing at au

maris, and bod ies of men lay in wait for him in various places
to interrupt his rogress. For this , however, he could not have
beenunprepar He knewwell the hatred entertained towards
him at the Court , for he had experienced pretty much the same
thing years before ingoing to Ireland, asnow incoming from it .

Although he was sent to that country in the King
’ s service, and

as the King’s l ieutenant, there were persons comm issioned to
apprehend him at several points inhis journey thither ; and now
onhis return similar efforts were made to prevent his advance to
London . As regards him self they were al toge ther fruitless ; but
it isnot improbable that they succeeded indeterring many of his
followers from joining h im . William Tresham, the Speaker o f

the last Parliament, having received a summons from the Duke
to meet him , was waylaid and murdered in Northamptonsh ire
by a body of the retainers of Lord Grey of Ru th in . For two
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months the murderers went at large. The sher ifi
‘

of the county
durst not arres t them,

and it was only on the meeting of Parlia

ment that a spec ial act was passed for the ir punishment . I
York, however, pursued hisway, in spite of all oppositi on, to

the royal presence, and great was the dismay of those then about
the King. According to an act passed against him nine years
later, his approach was not unaccompanied by violence . He and

his followers, it is said, came in warl ike array to Westminster
Palace, and “ beat down the spears and walls”

in the King
's

chamber. If so
,
we should infer that h is access to the King was

opposed even at the last momen t. But the opposi tion was
ineffectual, and the recep tion he met wi th from Henry himse lf
d id not indicate that the King at all resented his conduct .

I t must have been on his first interview with Henry that he
presented a petition and received a reply from him,

which are

printed inHolinshed as follows

Ric/lard Duke of York /11
'

s letter to l f
'

z
'

ng ff fi t l j
'
.

Please i t our H ighness to conce ive that since my departing out of this
our realm your commandment, and be ing m your se rvice inyour land of

Ire land, I have been informed that divers languag e hath been said of me toyour most excellent estate which should sound to my dishonour and reproach
and charge of my person ; howbe i t tha t I have been, and ever wi ll be .

your
true liegemanand servant , and if there be any man that wil l or darecontrary or charge me o the rwise , I beseech your rightwiseness to

c

a ll
a“!

be fore your high resence , and I wil l declareyme for my dis e as a trueknight ought to 0. And if I do not, as I doubt not but I s , I beseech
y ou to unish me as the

d
p
i
oorest manof your land. And if he be found un

true in sugg estion an nformation, I besee ch $ 0“ of your highness that
he be punished afte r his desert 1nexample of all o er

Please i t your Exce llency to know that as we ll be fore my departing out of

this your realm for to go into your land of I re land 1nyour full noble se rvice ,
as s ince, certain pe rsons have lain inwai t for to hearken upon me , as S ir
John Talbo t, knight, at the castle of Ho lt, Sir Thomas S tanley, knight, inCheshire , Pulford at Chester, E l ton at Worcester, Brooke at Gloucester, andR i groom of your chambe r, at Beaumaris ; which had incharge , as I aminfo to take me a nd put me into you r castle of Conway, and to strike
o ff the head of S irWil

l

l iam Oldhall, knight, and to have put in prisonSir
\Villiam Deve reux, knight, and S ir Edmund Malso (Mulso) , knight , with
p
uten enlarging unti l the time tha t your Highness had appo inted the ir de
rverance.

I tem, at such time as I was purposed for to have arrived at your haven ofBeaumaris, for to have come to your noble presence t o dec lare me our true
manand subject asmy dut y 15 , mai land ing was s

w
pped and fore by

H enry Norris, omas Norris
,
Wi am Buckley, 1l liam Grus and Bar

tholomew Bould, your ofi ce rs 1nNorth Wales, that I should not d there ,
nor have victuals nor re freshing for me and my fe llowship, as I have wri tten
to your Exce llen here before ; so far forth, that Henry Norr is, deputy to
the chamberlain 0 North \Vales, said unto me that he had 1ncommandment
that I should inno wise have landing , refreshing , nor lodging , for mennorhorse, nor o ther thing that might turn to my wo rship or case : putt ing the

1 Ro lls of Parl . , v. ar r-1 2.

3 The who le of this correspondence rs attributed b Ho l inshed and S tow
to the u se ; but i t appears to me c learly to belong to the year 1 45 0,
whenm uke had just re turned from I reland . ronicle of London

,

136 ; though inte rnal evidence alone Wi ll I think, sa tisfy the care ful student .
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blame upon Sir Wi ll iam Say , usher of your chamber, saying and affi
tha t I am against our intent and [held] as a traitor, as I am informed . A
moreover certain t terswere made and de live red untoChester, Shrewsbury,
and to o ther p laces, for to le t mine entry into the same.

I tem,
above all wrongs and injuries above said, done unto me of malice

wi thout any cause , I be ing in our land of I re land inyour honorable se rvice ,

certain comm issionswe re ma e and directed unto divers pe rsons, which for
the execution of the same sat incerta inplaces, and the juri es impane lled andcharged. Unto the which juries ce rtain pe rsons labored instantly to have
me indicted of treason, to the intent for to have undone me and mine issue ,
and corrupted m blood, as i t is Openly published. Beseeching your Majesty
royal of your rig teousness to do examine these matte rs, and thereupon to do
such justice in this behalf as the cause require th for mine intent is ful ly topursue to your H ighness for the conclusion of these matters.

Tfie Answer q
’

z
'

tzg Henry 10Me Duke of York.

Cousin, we have se en the bi l l that ye took us late , and also understand the
good humble obed ience that y e in yourse lf show unto us, aswe ll inword as
indeed where fore our intent is the more hasti ly to case you of such things
as were inyour said bi ll. Howbe i t that at our more le isure wemight answer
you to your said bill, ye t we le t you wi t that, for the causes aforesaid, wewill declare you now our intent in these matters. S i th i t is that a long time

among the le hath be en upon you many strange languag and inespe
ciul anon er your [qu . the ir ? 1 disord inate and unlawful sclayin of thebishop of Chichester,2 dive rs an many of the untrue shipmen and o r said,
in their manner, words agains t our estate, makin menace to our ownpe rsonby your sayings, that y e should be fe tched wi many thousands, and ye
should take uponyou that which y e ne i ther ought, nor, as we doubt no t, yewi l l not at tempt ; so far forth that i t was said to our pe rsonby dive rs, and
especially, we remembe r, of one Wasneswhich had like words unto us. And
also there were divers of such false people that went onand had like age

indivers of our towns of our hand,which b our subjectswere taken an duly
execu ted . Wherefore we sent to dive rs 0 our courts and p laces to hearken
and to take heed if any such manne r coming were and if there had been, for
to resist it ; but coming into our land our true suhject as ye did, our intentwas not that ye, nor less of estate of our subjects, nor none of your se rvants
should not have been letted nor warned, but in good ly wise rece ived ; howbe i t that pe radventure your sudden coming, wi thout ce rtain warning, a used
our servants to do as they did, conside the causes abovesaid. And as to
the indictment that y e spoke of, we thin verily and hold for certain, thatthere wasnone such. And if ye may truly prove that any person was ther e
abouts, the matter shall be demeaned as the a se shall require , so that he
shall know i t is to our great disp leasure . Upon this, for the easing of your
heart inal l such mat ters, we declare , repute and admi t you as our true andfai thfu l subject, and as our fai thful cousin.

So far, York had
were repudiated b
it was impossible ti
terests and those of the public al ike compelled him to demand a
full inquiry into the machinat ions of his adversaries, and when
adm it ted to freer intercourse with Henry he was able to support
this request bymost inconvenient arguments . Town and country
1 I have no doubt this is a misreadtn of the contracted form v

? " which
was in tended for “ the ir . " To accuse orlt of the murder of the bishop of ‘

Chi chester, and apparently as a principal , not anaccessory in that murder,
when he was at the time in I re land, would have been absurd. Besides, the:tenor of thewhole of this reply is to exculpate York of all charges.

‘
3 M isprinted Cheste r inHohnshed.
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now listened with eagerness for newsof a long looked for crisis,
while, as it seemed, the old r/gime was be ing quietly laid aside

at Westminster . S ir, and it please ,
”
writes one

newsmonger, William Wayt e, the clerk of Justice
Yelverton, S ir, and it please, I was inmy lord

of York
’
shouse, and I heard much thing more thanmy master

writeth unto you of. I heard much th ing in Fleet S treet. But,
sir, my lord was with the King, and he visaged so the matter

that all the King
’

shousehold was and isafrai d right sore . And

my said lord hath put a b il l to the King and desired much thing
which ismuch after the Commons

’
desire and all isuponjustice,

and to put all those that be indicted under arrest without surety
o r mainprise, and to be t ried by law as law will insomuch that

on Monday S ir Wil l iam Oldhall was with the King at West

m inster more than two hours, and had of the King good cheer .

” 1

Sir Will iam Oldhall , a friend and companion in arms of the

Duke of York in France, had been summoned to the King
’
s

councils more than once before .

2 But the last occasion was

elevenyearsbefore th is, at a t ime whenit was doubtless fel t to

be necessary to obtain the sanction beforehand of all parties in

the S tate to the proposed negotiations for peace at Calais. F rom
that day till now we do not hear of him, and we may presume

that he wasnot invited to Court . But now the old exclusiveness
was defeated. Men whose patriotism and generalship, it was

believed, would have averted the loss of France, were at length
allowed free access to their sovereign; while menwho were be
l ieved to have culpably m isdirected the King, and by their

favoritism and partiality to have perver ted the course of justice
throughout the kingdom, stood in fear of a strict inquiry being
made into their misdeeds. For such was the sole purport of the
bill

”
or pe titionpresented by the Duke of Yorkasment ioned

byWilliam Wayte, the exact text of which will be seen inNo.

114. The King
’
s answer to this is preserved in Holinshed as

follows

7 728 Answer of K
'

z

'

ng Hm ry to tbe D uke of York.

Cousin, as touching y our bil l last put up to us, we understand we l l tha t
y e , of good hear t , counse l and advert ise us to the se t ting up of

'

usti ce and
t o the spe edy punishing of some pe rsons indicted or noised , o e ring your

service to be ready at commandment inthe same ; sith it is, that for many
m usesm

'

oving us to have de termined in our sou l to stablish a sad and sub

stant ial Council, giving them more ample authority and ower than ever we
d id be fore this, in the which we have appointed you to one . But sith i t
isnot accustomed, sure , nor expedi ent , to take a conc lusion and conduct by
advice or counse l of one pe rson by h imse l f, for the conservat ion(i) it is oh

served that the greatest and the best , the r ich and the poor , in libe rt y , vir tu e
and e ffect of the ir 8 voices be equal ; we have there fore de termined
ourse lf to send for our Chance l lor of Eng land and for other Lords of our

1 See No . 113 .

3 Nicolas’ P roceedings of the Pri vy Counci l, iv . 2 12, v. 108.

3 Misprinted
“

your inHol inshed.
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Council, ea and al l other, toge ther within shor t time , ripe ly to common 0:

these an other our great mat ters. In the which communication such con

e lusions, by the grace of God, shal l be taken, as sha l l sound to his pleasure,
the weal of usand our land, aswe l l in these mat ters as inany other .

The t ime was favourable to men l ike JohnPaston, who had
beenwronged by a powerful neighbour such as Lord Molynes,
and had been hitherto denied redress. There

seemed al so a hope of destroying, once for all
,

the influence of Tuddenham and Heydon in the

county of Norfolk. It was proposed that onthe Duke of York

v isiting Norfolk, which he intended to do, the mayor and alder

m eno f Norwich should r ide to meet him,
and that complaints

should be preferred against the party of Tuddenham and Heydon

in the name of the whole ci ty. And let that be done,
”
adds

William Wayte,
“ in the most lamentable wise ; for, S ir, but if

(zl e. unless) my Lord hear some foul tales of them , and some

hideousnoise and cry, by my faith they are else like to come to

grace .

”
Owing to the influence of the Duke of York, a new

Parliament was summoned to meet in November, and John
Pastonwasurged by some friends to get himself returned as a

member. But it{was still more strongly recommended that the

Earl of Oxford should m eet the Duke, apparently with the view
of arranging the list of candidates ; a responsibility which the

Earl , for h ispart , seems to have declined. The Duke of Nor

folkmet with the Duke of Yorkat Bury S t. Edmunds, and these
two Dukessettled that mat ter between them . The Earl of Dx
ford modestly contented himself with reporting their decision

,

and advising that their wishesshould be carried into effect. 1

The Parliament met on the 6th November, and S ir William
Oldhall was chosen Speaker . About the same time a commis

sionof Oyer and Terminer wh ich had been issued as early as the

fi rst of August, 2 began its labours at Norwich, and the Earl of

Oxford stayed away from Parliament to attend it. Mr. Justice
Yelver ton was sent down from Westminster to sit on that

t ribunal along with him. There seemed hope at last of redress
being had for the wrongs and violence that had prevailed in the

county of Norfolk but the course of justice wasnot yet aneasy
one . Great pressure had been put upon the King, evenat the

PoliticsinNor

folk.

1 Nos. 118 , 116, 119 , and 120. The influence of a powerful noblemanon
the e lectionswas evident ly quite a mat ter of course . Wha t use Yorkmade
o f i t , or even at tempted to make of it cannot so casil be de termined . Of
t he two candidatespro osed by him for the county ofNorfolk. only one was
r e turned, the name of ir Mi les S taple tonbeing substi tuted for that of S ir
Wi lliam Chamber lain (se e p . x6x, note). I t appears from two of the above
ci ted le t te rs that S taple tonwas a favourite candidate with the Pastous and
the ir fr iends, and that he was urged to wai t on the Duke of York onhis
coming to No rwich.
3 See No . 92.



lxiv Intr oduction.

last moment, that Yelvertonshould be countermanded, and Lord
Molynes had spoken of his own dispute wi th Paston in the
King

’

s presence, ina manner that made the friends of the latt er
wish he had been then at Westminster to see af ter his own
interests. The Lords of the Council, however, determined that
Yelverton should keep his day for going into Norfolk. When
he arrived there, he had occasion to report that there were many

persons ill disposed towards Tuddenham and Heydon, but that
it was most important they should be encouraged by a good
sheriff and under-sheriff being appointed, else there would be a

total m iscarriage o f justice. For the annual elect ion of sheriffs
had been delayed this year, apparently owing to the state of

part ies. Unti l the Duke o f York arrived in London for the
Parliament, his friends would not al low them to be nom inated .

The truth is, the Duke of York had not yet succeeded in
establishing the government uponanything like a firm or satis

factory basis. In t imes l ike our own there is little diff iculty in

determining the responsibility of ministers ; but in the rough

judgment of the Commons of those days an error inpolicy
was nothing short of treason. Who ever took upon him to

guide the King
’

s counselsknew very well the danger o f the task
and York (if I understand his character aright) was anxious

throughout hiswhole career never to assume more authority than

he was dist inctly warranted indoing . He could not but remem

ber that his father had suffered death for conspiring to depose

Henry v . , and that his ownhigh birth and descent from Edward

III. caused his acts to be all the more jealously watched by those
who sought to estrange him from his sovereign. He therefore

made it by no means his aim to establish for himself a marked

ascendancy . He rather sought to show hismoderation. I find,
indeed, that at this part icular period he not only removed two

members of the Council, Lord Dudley and the Abbot of S t.

Peter
'

s at Gloucester, but sent them prisoners to his owncastle

of Ludlow.

’ This, h owever, he could hardly have done without
perm ission from the K ing, as it was the express object of his

petitionabove referred to , that persons accused o f m isconducting
themselves in high places should be committed for trial ; and

judging from the terms of the King
’
s answer, I should say that it

must have beendone by the authority of the new Council, which

Henry thereindeclared it to be his i ntentionto constitute.

Thisnew Council was

al
probably what w

§
sh

l
p
uld call in

al

th

f
s

h

e

da a co itiou minist or
’
5 eat riv e

The m“ of
Du
y
lie of Somerset, 11221 come ov

g
ei' from Nor

mandy a li ttle before Yorkh imself came over from
Ireland . Onthe 1 1th of September, while the Cardinal Kemp,

1 S tow
'

sChronicle, p. 39 2 .
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for pacifying theKing
’
ssubjects at home, and punishing the dis

turbances which had lately been so frequent. But practically
nothing was done about any of these mat ters before Chr istmas.

An act was passed for the more speedy levying of a subsidy

granted in the last Parliament, and also an act of attainder

against the murderers of William Tresham . The Lord Chan
cellor then, in the King

’
s name and in his presence, prorogued

the Parl iament till the 20th of January, declaring that the mat

t ers touching the defence of the kingdom were too great and

diffi cul t to be adequately discussed at that t ime . The same

excuse, however, was again used for further prorogations until

the sth of May ; and meanwhile fears began to be entertained

in the country that all that had been done hitherto for a more

impart ial administrationof justice was about to be upset. A t a

county cour t held at Norwich on Childermas day (the 28th

D ecember), a regular uproar took place in consequence of a

rumour that the under-sheriff had a wr it to make a new election.

It was also looked upon as a bad sign by those who knew the

circumstances, that John Paston, who had hastened up to Lon

don onhearing that Lord Molynes had spoken of him before the

King in Council, found himself unable to return to Norwich

before Christmas.

l

All these matters seemed to show that the good beginning
already made was not likely to be maintained. Yet a good be

ginning certainly had been effected. Notwi thstanding the delay
that had occurred i n the appo intment of sheri ff s,
the first appearance of John Jermyn, the new
sher iff, inNorfolk, had been inevery way encour

aging. He had come, indeed, rather unexpectedly at the last ;
but onholding sessions along with Yelverton, both he and Ye]
vertondistinctly int imated a message from the King , which must

have beendelivered to them both by Henry himself . The King,
they said , had been greatly d

'

leased to hear of a riotous fel

lowship in the county of Nor olk, which wasmaintained at the

instigationof one or two eviLdisposed persons. The King had
expresslymentioned S ir Thomas Tuddenham and Heydon. He
desired a full investigationof the complaintsagainst those who had
hitherto borne the rul e inthe county, and the sheriff urged every
one who had a gr ievance not to be afraid to make it known.

’

Such was the language held by the King
’
s own officers, speak

ing in his name , inDecember 1450. But unfortunately during
the whole course of the succeeding year the antici

pationswhich such language was calculated to en

courage were continually d isappo inted . Evenat the very open

ing of the year we hear complaints that the new sheriff , Jermyn.

had not shownhimself so impar tial as he had promised to be,
but was endeavouring to suppress complaints against certainper

A .O . 145 1 .

1 Nos. 134, 135 . Rol ls of Par liament
,
v. 2 10 4.

3 No . 134 .
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sonsat the coming sessionsat Lynn. From London, too, men
wrote in a manner that was anything but encouraging. The

government was getting paralysed al ike by debt and by indeci

sion.

‘ As for t idings here ,
”
writes John Booking, I cert ify

you that all isnought, or will be nought . The King bo rroweth

his expenses for Chr istmas. The King of Arragon, the Duke of

Milan, the Duke of Austria, the Duke of Burgundy, would be

assistant to us to make a conquest, and nothing is answered nor
eed inmanner save abiding the great deliberation that at the

last shal l spill all together.
”
Chief Justice Fortescue had been

for aweek expecting everynight to be assaulted, probably for no
other reason thanhishigh impartiali ty . The only symptom of

vigour at headquarters was the despatch of a commissionof oyer

and termz
'

m r into Kent, for the trial of those who had raised dis

turbances dur ing the preceding summer . As for the county of

Norfolk, the only ho e lay in a strong clamour being raised

against oppressors. Sir John Fastolf showed himself anxious

about the prosecution of certain indictments against Heydon,
and hisservant Booking urged that strong representationsshould
be made to Lord Scales against showing any favour to that un
popular lawyer .

1

By and by it was seenwhat good reason the friends of justice
had for their apprehensions. It had been ar

ranged that Tuddenham and Heydon should be guff
‘

gg
h

ggj
indicted at a sitting of the comm ission of oyor and

y

termz
'

rzer at Norwich inthe ensuing spring. Rumours, however,
began to prevail inNorwich that they who had promoted this

comm ission in the county of Norfolk,—the Earl of Oxfordand

Justice Yelverton, aswell as JohnPastonand JohnDamme,

were to be indi cted inKent by way of revenge. John Damme

had before this caused Heydon to be indicted of treason for tak

ing downone of those hideous memorials of a savage just ice
the quarter of a manexposed inpublic. The manwasdoubtless

a pol itical victim belonging to Heydon
’
sownparty but Heydon

was now looking to recover his influence, and he contr ived to

get the charge of treason retorted against Damme . Symptoms
were observed inNorwich that the unpopular partywere becom
ing bolder again. Heydon

’

smen,
”
wrote JamesCloys to John

Paston, brought his own horse and hissaddle through Ayles
ham on Monday, and they came in at the Bishop

’
s Gates at

Norwich, and came over Tombland and into the Abbey ; and

sithen they said they should go to London for Heydon. Item ,

some say that Heydonshould be made a knight, and much other

e there iswhi ch cause th men to be afeared, weaning that
he shoul d have a rule again.

” 2

Full well m ight S ir JohnFastolf and others apprehend that if

Heydonor Tuddenham appeared inanswer to the indictment it

1 Nos. 138 , 140—142.
2 Nos. 147 and 148 .
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would be with such a following at his back aswould overawe the
court . No appearance was put infor them at all at several of
the sessionsof oyer and termz

'

ner . One sitting washeld at Nor

wich on the 2d of March . Another was held just after Easter
on the 29th of April, and Justice Prisot, not the most impartial

of judges, was sent down to Norwich to hold it . S trong com ~

plaintswere put inagainst Tuddenham and Heydonon the part

of the city of Norwich, and also by the town of Swaffham, by
S ir John Fastolf, S ir Harry Inglos, John Paston, and many
o thers ; but, asFastolf

’

s chaplainafterwards informed hismaster ,
“
the judges, by their wi lfulness, might not find in their heart to

give not so much as a becknor a twinkling of their eye toward,
but took it to

'

derision, God reform such part iality The one

sidednessof Prisot , indeed , was such as to bring downuponhim

a rebuke from his colleague Yelver ton. Ah, S ir Mayor and

your brethren, said the former, as to the process ofyour com

plaintswe will put them in continuance, but inall Other we will

proceed.

” Yelverton felt bound to protest against such unfai r
ness. Yet eventhiswasnot the worst for Prisot, seeing that,

with all he could do, the resul t of the proceedings
at Norwich would scarcely be satisfactory to Tud .

denham and Heydon, took it uponhim, apparently by hisown

authority, to remove them to Walsingham, where they had most

supporters. And there accordingly another sessionwas Opened

onTuesday the 4th of May.

1

I t was, according to S ir Thomas Howys,
“
the most partial

place of all the shire .

”
All the friendsand allies of Tuddenham

and Heydon, knightsand squires, and gentlemenwho had always

beendevoted to their pleasure, received due warning to attend.
A body of 400 horse also accompanied the accused, and not one

of the numerous complainants ventured to open his mouth ex

cept John Paston. Even he had received a friendly message

only two daysbefore that he had better consider well whether it

was advisable to come himself, as there was “

great press of

people and few friends and, moreover, the sheriff was “ not

so whole
”
as he had been. What this expression meant required but l ittle explanation. As Sherifi

'

of Norfolk, JohnJer ’

mynwaswilling to do Pastonall the service in his power, but
simple justice he d id not dare to do.

2

.He had but too good an excuse for his t imidity. Of John
Pastou

’

s complaint against Tuddenham and Heydon we hear
no more ; we can easily imagine what became of
it. But we know precisely what became of an.

actionbrought by Pastonat this sessions against
his old adversary Lord Molynes, for his forcible

expulsion from Gresham in the precedin year . JohnPaston,
to be sure, was now peaceably reinstate oin the possession of

Partial justice .

1 Nos. 92, 15 1 , 15 2, 158 .
2N08 155 . 158 .



l izfrodud ion. lxix

that manor ; 1 but he had the boldness to conceive that under
mining hiswife

’
s chamber, turning her forcibly out of doors, and

thenpillaging the whole mansion, were acts for which he might
fairly expect redress against bo th Lord Molynes and his agents.

H e had accordingly procured two indictments to be framed, the
first against hisLordship, and the second hismen. But

before the case came on at Walsingham, heriff Jermyn gave
notice to Pastou

’
s friends thad he had received a distinct injune

tionfrom the King to make up a panel to acquit LordMolynes.

2

Royal letters of such a tenor do not seem to have beenat all

incompatible with the usagesof Henry VI .
’

sreign. JohnPaston
himse lf said the document was one that could be procured for

six and eightpence.
There wasno hope therefore of making Lord Molyneshimsel f

responsible for the attackon Gresham . The only questionwas
whether the m enwho had done his bidding could not be made
to suffer for it. After the acquittal of their master, JohnOsbern
reportsa remarkable conversationthat he had with Sheriff Jermy n
inwhich he did his best to induce him to accept a bribe inPas
ton

’
s interest . The gift had been left with the under sheriff for

hisacceptance. Jermyn declined to take it until he had seen
Pastonhimself , but Osbern was ful ly under the impression that
he would be glad to have it. Osbern, however, appealed also

to other arguments. I remembered him ,

”
he tells Paston,

“
of

hispromises made before to you at London, when he took his
oath and charge, and that ye were with him when he took his
oath and other divers times; and for those promises made by
him to you at that time, and other times at the oy er and {m inor

at Lynn, ye proposed you by the trust that ye have inhim to

attempt and rear act ions that shoul d be to the avail of him and

of his offi ce.

”
The prospect of Pastonbeing valuable to h im as

a litigant had itsweight with the sheriff, and he promised to do

h im all the good inhis power except in the actionagainst Lord
Molynes

’
men for not only Lord Molyneshimself but the Duke

of Norfolkhad wr ittento him to show them favour, and if they
were not acquitted he expected to incur bo th their displeasure

and the King
’
s. In vain did Osbern urge that Pastonwould

find suff icient surety to save the sheriff harmless. Jermyn said

he could take no surety over £ 100, and Lord Molynes was a

great Lord who could do him more inj than that. 3

The diplomacy on ei ther side seems 0 have beenconducted
with considerable fi nesse. Jermyn declared that he had been
o ffered twenty nobles at Walsingham in behalf of the Lord
Molynes, but that he had never received a penny either from him
o r from any of Pastou

’
sadversaries. Osbern then offered if he

would promise to be sincere towardsPaston, that the latter would

give him a sum in hand, asmuch ashe could desire, or would

1 No. 146 .
2 No . 15 6 .

1 No. 15 9.
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place it in the hands of amiddle manwhom Jermyncould trust .

In the end, however, he was obliged to be satisfied with Jermyn’s
assuring him that i f he found it lay withinhis power to do any
thing for Paston, he woul d take hismoney with good will . The

negotiator
’
s impression was that he was fully pledged to get

Lord Molynes
’

men acquitted , but that inall other act ions he

would be found favourable to Paston.

1

About this t ime Parliament, which had now beenprorogued

for nearly five months, met again at Westminster .

The King
’
snecessitieswere doubtless the all-suffi

cient cause why its meet ing could no longer be dispensed with .

The crownwas already in debt to the sum of and was

daily becoming more so. The expensesof the royal household

amounted to a year, whi le the yearly revenue out o f

which they should have beenpaid was only 5000. Nor was it

by any means advisable to remedy the matter by imposing fresh

taxation; for the people were so impoverished by the payment
of subsidies, the exactionsof the King

’
spurveyors, and the gene

ral maladministrationof justice, that the experiment could hardly
have beenmade with safety. Anact of resumptionwas the only
exped ient by which it seemed possible to meet the difficulty ;
and all grants of crownlandsmade to any persons since the first
day of the reignwere according ly recalled by statute.

2 Inreturn

for this the Commons preferred a peti tion to the King that he
would forever remove from his presence and counsels a number

of persons to whom they alleged it was owing both that his

possessionshad beendim inished , and that the lawshad not been
carried into execution. Foremost on the list was the Duke of

Somerset ; and with him were named A lice, widow of the late

Duke of Suffolk, William Booth, Bishop of Chester (that is to
say, of Coventry and Lichfield3 ), Lord Dudley, ThomasDaniel ,
and twenty

-five others. I t was petitioned that they should never
again be permitted to come Within twelve miles of the royal

presence, onpain of forfeiture of lands and goods. But the days

had not yet com e whena pe tit ionagainst M inisters by the Com
monswas tantamount to their dismissal . The King indeed felt
i t best onth is occasion to yield somewhat but he yielded onno

principle whatever . He declared in reply that he himself saw

no cause for their removal ; but he was content to dismiss the
most of them for a year, during which period accusations brought

against an of them might be inquired into. Those who were

Years of t e realm, however, he refused to send away and he

insisted in retaining the services of one or two others who had

beenaccustomed continually to wait uponhim .

‘

Parliament seemsshortly after this to have beendissolved, and
no parliament met again till two years later. Of course the ia

3 Rol ls of Par l . , v. 2 1 7 .
3 The modem Sec of Chester was se ted from thisdiocese inthe time

of Henry VIII . Rol ls of arl . , v. 2 16.

Par liament.
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fluence of Somerset increased when both Lords and Commons

were dismissed into the country ; and we perceive that by the

end of the year Thomas Daniel , one of the old, un opular

adherents of the Duke of Suffolk, who, nevertheless, ad not

always been acceptable to the Court, was expecting to recover
favour by means of Somerset. 1 He is represented as having
cultivated the Duke’s friendship for a quarter of a year so that

we may conclude Somerset
’

s ascendancy was at this time unmis

takeable . With what degree of discretion he made use of it

there is little evidence to show. One advantage that Daniel
hoped to gain through his influence was the friendship of

Tuddenham and Heydon, by whose means, and by the good

offices of Lord Scales, he expected to be allowed to re-enter the

manor of Bradeston, of which he had already dispossessed one

Osbert Munford last year, but had subsequently beendispossessed
himself. The value of a disputed title in any par t of England

probably depended very much upon who was supreme at

Court .
But high as Somerset stood in the King

’

s favour, the course of
eventsdi d not tend to make him more acceptable to the people .

The lossof Normandy, in the preceding year, was itself a thing
no t l ikely to be readily forgotten ; but the misfortunes of the

English armsdid not end with the loss ofNormandy. So great ,
indeed, was the despondency occasioned by that event that, in
the opinionof French writers, Calais itself would not have been
able to hold out if the French had immediately proceeded to at

tack it . But Charleswas afraid he m ight have beendeser ted by
the Duke of Burgundy, whose interestswould hardly have been
promoted by the French king strengthening himself in that uar

t er, and he declined to attempt it .
2 Relieved, however, 0 the

necessity of maintaining a large force inNormandy, he found

new occupation for his troops in completing the conquest of

Guienne, of which a beginning had already been made by the

capture of Cognac and of some places near Bayonne and the

Pyrenees. In November 1450 the French laid siege to Bourg
and Blaye on the Garonne, both which places capitulated in

the Spring of the following year . They were the keys of the

more important city of Bordeaux, which, now perceiving that

there wasno hope of succour from England, was obliged to fol

low their example . Thiswas inJune 145 1 . Two monthsafter

wards Bayonne, too, was obl iged to capitulate ;
and with it the whole of Gascony and Guienne 553

5

858232
0”

was ascompletely lost to the English asNormandy
had been in the preceding year. Calais was now all that re

mained to them of their conquests and possessions in France ;

1 No. 172. Danie l had been out of favour at one t ime during Suffolk'
ascendancy . See No. 5 6 .

2 Basin, i . 247 -8.
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nor were they without considerable apprehension that they m ight
be expelled from Calais too .

These disasters, which were but the natural sequel to the loss
of Normandy, onl y served to make more bitter the reflection
how the governm ent of that duchy had been takenout of the able
hands o f the Duke of Yorkand givento the incompetent Somer
se t. The jealousy with which the latter regarded his rival was
heigh tened by the consciousness of his own unpopularity . The

Duke of York was l iving in seclusion at his castle of Lud

low
, but Somerset seems to have regarded him with daily in

creasing apprehension. He was cont inually instil ling into the
King distrust of York

’

s fidelity as a subject ; until at last the
latter thought i t expedient to make a public de

{gri
t smam

clarat ion of his loyalty. He accordingly issued
the following manifesto

Forasmuch as I, Richard Duke of York, am informed that the King, m
sovere ign lord, is my heavy lord . great ly displeased wi

A .D. 1452. me , and bath me ind istrust by sinister informati onof mine
enemies, adve rsaries, and evi l-wi llers, where[as] God

knowe from whom noth ing is hid, I am,
and have been, and ever wi ll be,

his true iege
-man

,
and so have I be fore this, divers times, as wel l by mouth

as by wr iting , not ified and dec lared to my said sovere ign lord And for that
thisnotice so comenunto me of the displeasure of my said Sovere ignLord is
to me so gri evous, I have prayed the rever end father inGod, the bishop of
Hereford, and my cousinthe Ear l of Shr ewsbury , to come hi ther and hear my
declaration inthi smat ter ; wherein I have said to them that I am true liege
man to the King my sovere i

g
n lord , ever have been, and sha ll be to my dying

day . And to the very proo that it is so, I off er myse lf to swear that on the
b lessed Sacrament, and rece ive it , the which I hope shal l be m salvat ionat
the day of doom. And so for in special comfort and conso ation I have
prayed the sa id lords to report an dec lare unto the King'shighnessmy said
off er ; and to the end and intent that I wi l l be ready to do the same oath in

presence of two or three lords, such as shal l please the King’s highness to

send hither to accept it . Inwi tnesswhereof I have signed this schedule wi th
my si manual , and se t thereunto my signe t of arms. Wri tt eninmy mst le

of Ludlow,
the 9 th of annary, the 3o th year of the reignof my sover e ign

lord, King Henry the ixth .
1

He appears to have waited nearly a month to learn the efl
'

ect

o f this remonstrance . Meanwhi le reports came that the French
were advancing to lay siege to Calais. A t such a juncture it
was pecul iarly intolerable that the administration o f aff airs

should still be entrusted to hands so notoriously incompe tent as

those of Somerset ; and York, as being the only manwho could

stir in such a matt er with effect, now made up hismind to take

act ive steps for Somerset
’

s removal . Nothing, however, could
be done for such an object wi thout a considerable force of armed
men to support him . Yorkaccordingly issued the following ad

dress to the burgessesof Shrewsbury

Right worshipfu l friends, I recommend me unto you: and I suppose it is
we l l knownunto you, aswe l l by expe ri ence asb commonlan c sai d

reported throughout . al l Chr istendom, what lau what worshi nour and

manhood, was ascribed of all nations unto the people of this reglm whilst the
1 S tow

’

sChronicle, p. 393.
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sence.

1 But the Duke , who had no desire to engage the King
’

s

forces, turned aside and hoped to reach Londonunmo lested. He

sent a herald be fore him to desire liberty for himself and his

allies to enter the city but strict injunctions to the contrary had

been left by the King, and his request was refused . D is

appo inted in th isquarter, it was natural that he should look for

greater sympathy inKent, where, doubtless, smouldered still the

remainsof past disafiection. He accordingly crossed the Thames

at Kingston B ridge, and proceeded wi th his host to Dartford .

The King
’
s army followed and pitched their camp upon B lack

heath . And so, on the Ist of March 1452 , there lay, within
e ight miles o f each o ther, two formidable hosts

,
which any

further movement must apparently bring into collision.

To judge from one contemporary account,
” the Duke

’

s posi

t ionmust have beena strong one. He had a body o f ordnance

in the field, wi th no less than 3000 gunners. He himself had

8000 men in the centre of his position while the Earl of
Devonshire lay to the south with ano ther detachment of 6000,

and Lo rd Cobham by the river side commanded anequal force .

Seven ships lay on the water filled with the baggage of the

t roops. But the strength of the King
’

s army appears to have
largely exceeded these numbers ;

3
and even if the Duke had

wished to provoke a confl ict , i t was evidently more prudent to
remainsimply on the defensive . He accordingly left the respon

sibility of further action to those of the King
’
s party .

Inthis crisis the Lo rdswho were wi th the King took counsel

together, and determ ined , if possible, to labour for a com

promise .

‘ An embassy was appointed to go to the Duke of

York, and hear what he had to say. I t consisted of the wise

and good prelate \Vaynflete , B ishop of Winchester, and

Bourchier , B ishop of Ely (afterwardsArchbishop of Canterbury),
the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick, Lord Beauchamp, Lord
Sudeley, and some others. The answer made by York was,
that no ill was intended against either the King or any of

his Council that the Duke and his followerswere lovers of the
commonweal ; but that it was their intention to remove from
the King certain evi l disposed persons, through whose meansthe

common people had beengrievously oppressed . Of these the

Duke of Somerse t was declared to be the chi ef ; and indeed ,

his unpopularity was such that even those on the King
’
s side

1 Nico las’
so
Privy Counci l Proceedin 5 , v i. xx6. According to Fabyan th

Somerse t se t out in the 1 6 of Februar y . The summons to Lord
Co
m
gam , thon h dated Westm inste r, was issued on the 1 7 th.

2 Cot touian oll
,
ii . 2 3. See Appendix to this Introduction.

Rolls of PPar l . v. 346. The sta tement in the Act of A t tainder passed
against the Duke of Yorksevenyears afterwards, that he was of no powe r

to wi thstand the King on this om sion, is liable to suspicion, but i t is confirmed by the testimon of Whe thamstede , 348
“ The Lords, bo thspiritual and tempora l , took the mat ter in hand.

MS. Chr onicle , Lambe th, 306. So also Chronicle of London, 1 37
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would seem to have seconded the Duke of York
’
s demand.

Aft er a consultationthe King consented that Somerset should be
committed to custody until he should make answer to such
chargesasYorkwould bring against him .

1

Nothing more seemed necessary to avert civil war . On a

simple pledge givenby the King that Somerset should be placed
in confinement, and afterwardsput onhis trial , the

Duke of York at once broke up his camp and Y° rk

pe

1
3
°m

ordered hismenhome . He thenrepaired himself
trap

to the King
’

s tent to expresshis loyal ty. But no sooner had he

arrived there than he found he was deceived . The King, in

violat ionof his promise, kept the Duke of Somerset attending
uponhim ashis chief adviser, and Yorkwas virtually a prisoner .

He was sent on to London inadvance of the King, ina kind of

honourable custody, attended by two bishops, who conducted

him to his ownresidence but what to do with him when he

got there was a difficul ty. H is enemies feared to send him to

the Tower. Therewere t o,ooo menyet remaining inthe Welsh

Marches, who, onsuch a rumour, would have come up to Lon

don and it was not very long before t hey were reported to be

all under arms, and actually on the march, with the Duke
’
s

young sonat their head, Edward, Earl of March, boy ashe was,
not yet quite tenyears old.

2

York had distinctly accused the Duke of Somerset as a

traitor . H e was now in Somerset
’

s power, but the latter did
not dare to retort the charge upon him . Yet if Somerset was
not a trai tor, the course pursued byYorkwasutterly indefensible .

He had actually takenup arms against the Crown, to remove by
force the minister inwhom the King hadp

laced his confidence .

But unfortunately Somerset knew too wel that if he made this
a ground of accusation against his rival , recriminationwould be
sure to follow, and he himself would incur a weight of public
odium which m ight possibly lead to the same resul t as in the
case of Suffolk. The wisest and most poli ti c course for himself
wasnot to impeach the Duke of York, but, if possible, to shut
hismouth

, and let him go free . No accusation,
therefore, was drawn up. Anoath of allegiance, 33

d 00m
g?
“

binding him over to keep the peace int ime coming , gig?
”

was all that was required . I t was on the Ist of

March that York had repaired to the King
’
s tent and found

himself inhis rival ’s power. On the 10th he was brought to

S t. Paul
’

s, and there publ icly made oath as follows

I
,
Richard. Duke of York, confess and beknow that I am and ou t to be

humble subject and liegeman to you,
111 sovereign Lord , King enry the

S
'

and owe therefore to hear you fai and t ru th as to my sovere ign lord
and do all the days unto my lif e ’

s end and shal l not at any t ime wi ll
or assent, that anything be at tempted or done against your noble person, but

1 Fabyan.

3 Fabvan, and the MS . Chronicles, Vite ll . A. xvi . , and Lambe th, 306.
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wheresoeve r I shal l have know ledge of any such thing imagined or purposed

I shal l, with all the ccd and dili ence possible to me , make that your High
nessshall have know ed e thereof, and evendo al l that shal l be possible to

me to the withstanding ereof, to the utterest of my life. I shal l no t inno
wise an thing take 11 nme against your royal estate or the obe isance that
isdue e re to, nor s er any other man to do, as far forth as it shal l lie in
my power to le t it ; and also I shall come at your commandment, whensoever
I shal l be called by the same, in humble and obe isant wise , but if un
less] I be le t ted by any sickness or impotency of my personor by such other

causes as shall be thought reasonable to you, my sovere ign lord . I shal l
never hereaf ter take uponme to gather any routs, or make any assembly of

our people, without your commandment or licence , or inmy lawful defence.
n the interpre tationof which my lawful defenc and declaration thereof, I

shall report me at all times to your Highness, an if the w e require, unto
mymen nor anything attempt by way of fai te against any of your sub

'

ects,

of w t esta te , degree, or condi tion that they be . But whensoever find

myse lf wr ong ed or aggrieved, I shal l sue humbly for remedy to your High
ness, and proceed af ter the course of your laws, and innone other wise ,

saving inmine own lawful defence in manner above said ; and shall in all

t hingsabovesaid and other have me unto your H ighness as anhumble and
t rue subject ought to have him to his Sovere ignLord.
All these things above said I promise truly to observe and keep, by the

Hol Evange lists contained inthis book that I In my hand upon, and
t he oly Cross that I here touch, and by the bl Sacrament of our Lord 5
body that I shall now with H is mercy receive . And over this I e th e

and wi ll that if I any time hereafte r as wi th the grace of our Lord never
sha l l, anything at tempt by way of feat or otherwise against your roya l
majesty and obe isance that I owe there to, or any thing I take upon me
o therwise than is above expressed, I from that time forth be unabled, [he ld
and takenas anuntrue and openly forswornman, and unable] 1 to allmanner
of worship, estate and degree, be it such as I now occupy, or any other that
m ight grow unto me inany wise .

And this I here have promised and sworn proceede th of mine owndesire
and free voluntee and by no constrainin or coe rcion. Inwi tness of all the
which thingsabove wri t tenI , Richard uke of Yorkabove named, subscri be
me with m e ownhand and seal , wi th thismine ownseal, &C.

2

With thisguarantee for his future loyalty, the Duke wasper
m itted to return into hisowncountry.

Somerset might well be pleased that the matter should be

settled thus ; for if the chargesYork brought, or at least was

prepared to have brought against him were only one
-half true

(and some of them certainly were true altogether), his adminis~

t rationof the Duchy of Normandy wasa mixture of indiscreti on

and dishonesty, at whi ch the nationhad good right to be indig
nant. We have al ready seen how in concert with the Duke of

Suffolkhe had authorized a perfidiousbreach of the truce wi th

France in the capture of Fougeres. We have al so seenhow il l

prepared he was for the consequences; how he discovered too

late the weakness of all the garrisons; how the French King
recovered townafter town, and the English were final ly expelled

from Normandy inless thana year and ahalf afier
Yve s

g
rew the unjustifiable outrage . But if any credi t maymer'

be gi vento the further chargesbrought against him
by the Duke of York—charges which agree only

t oo well with the character attributed to him by the most impar .

1 Thesewordsare not inthe c0py inthe Rol ls of Par liament , but they occur
inthat giveninHohnshed

’

sChronicle. 2 Rollsof Par l . v. 346
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tial authoriti es,
1 Somerse t had himself to blame in great

measure for the defenceless condition of the country committed

to his protection. On his first going into Normandy he had
jobbed the ofli ces under his control . For the sake of private
emolument he had removed a number of trusty and experienced

captains, fil ling their placeswith creatures of his own, or men

who had paid a
’
ouceurs for their posts; and only on receipt of

still greater bribeswould he consent to restore any of those that

had been put out . He had, however, actually reduced many
garrisons, while he had taxed the inhabitants of the Duchy
beyond all reason for the means of defence . H isadministration.
of justice, too, had been such as to excite the most vehe

ment dissatisfact ion, and had made the whole native population
impatient of English government . He had, moreover, pocketed
the compensat iongivenby F rance to the dis ossessed Englishmen

of Anjou and Maine . Worse still, ager all his malad

m inistration and ill success, he had prevailed on the King to

make him captainof Calais, which it seemed as if he was on
the point of losing also inas careless and culpable a manner as
he had already lost Normandy.

Here, however is the full text of the accusation, 2 asprepared
by Yorkhimself

Thies articles and pointes folowyng yeve , chewe and ministre I, Richard
Duc of Yorkyoure true liegmanand servaunt unto youre summar o
i ly purpo

isy
ng and de claryng thaym eyelast Edmond Due Somerset for the

gre te we are and the comen availle and interesse ofme mageste Roiall
and of this youre noble roialme, aswe l l to bryng to wlege and under
stondyng the meanest and causes of the

fl
e te myschevesand inconvenient:

which late befefl] unto this youre said no roiame , as in losse of youre lyve
lode by yonde thee see and othenvyse in ponisshment of deservitours and
excuse of innocencie , and also in puttyng aside and eschuyng of the grete
and importable hurt e and prejudice which ben like withouten that purvi
annoe be had of remedie to succede in shorte ryme. To the which art icles
and e of theym I , the se id Duc of York, desi re of youre egal l and indif
ferent rig twesnesse that the se id Edmond answere by his fe ith and t routb
t he sacrement of his othe thereupponmade, duly and truly as lawe and con~

science requi re th ; I also desiryng for the v eraly examinacionand knowlech
of trouth thema to be had, and for the etc and singuler weel of this
youre said Roiame to be admy t ted to the pre e, and to yeve evidence inthe
said artic les that folowyninsuch ashe wo l l denye , after the equite and cousi

deracionof [awe insuch case , and rocesse had, and also of good fei th and
conscience just ice thereafter to be onand execut id.

1 The charac ter given of the Duke of Somerse t by the contem rar y
historianBasin, is on the whole favourable . and may be supposed to im
par tial . He descri bes him as handsome in pe rson, gentle and urbane in
manne r, and we l l inc lined towards justice ; but all these graceswere marred
by aninsatiable avar ice which would not le t him rest content with the im
mense weal th he had inher it ed from Cardinal Beaufort : and by continually
coveting the richesof othershe brought ruinuponhimse lf. Basin, i. 19

131
.

2Now pr inted for the first t ime from the original in the Cottonian S . ,

.

Vesp. C. xiv.

.

f . 40 . The first paragraph of this document is quoted by Stowe
" this Chroni cle , p .

K
397 , and the chargesare referred by him to the thi r ty

third year of the in s reign, i .a. , the lat te r par t of A d ) . 1454 , whi ch is

certainly erroneous.
‘

he da te , however, which he intended was the lat ter
part of the year x

3
5}, when the Duke of Somerse t was arrested and sent

to th e Towe r ; but isdate also isquite impossible .
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First, I article and dec lare that the se id Edmond Duc of Somerse tt hath
be meane , consenter , occasioner , cause and mediatour, both by his inwarde
knowlege and expresse consent , by counseill, and worchyng thur he diverse
sub ty le weyes and meanes, as by violent presumpc ion and o t erwyse is
knowenand understonde , and furthermore also by h is inordinate neg ligence,
lacchesse and wil ful] rechelessnes and insaciate cove tyse, of the losse and
amissionof youre Duchie of Normandie, rejoissed and possessed at thist e;
for the defence of his neg ligent kepyn and o therwyse be fore mhercemy

youre enemyes. Which may cle r ly { y understonde by the meanes and
causes that folowen; of the which a nd for such one he is openly ca lled,
r eputed and had by the comen fame and voice . Of the which oon cause is
that the seid Duc of Somerse tt , at hisfirst comyng into Normandie , chaunged
and put t out of the ire occupacionand your e sem ce, withoute sky ll, cause or

reason, al l the true and fe ithfull ofi cers, for the most part ie , of al l Nor

mandie, and put in such as bym l iked for his owne smguler avai le and

cove tyse , as i t appe r ith we ll, inasmoch as ther coude noonof theym that
were so put out be restored agaymwi thoute gr e te giftes and rewardes, which
was ful l unfit tyng . And fur the rmore (l ld put in prison many diverse and
notable pe rsonesof your e se id Duchie, wi thoute cause , justi ce or any ordinar ie
processe made aga n theym or due examiuacion, and by that meane did

gre te extorcionsan re red unlawfully gre te sommesundr e colour of amendes
and composicions, wherby the cuntre for such wrong and faute of justice
grucched sore agaynh m andhisgove rnaunce and caused the people to arise
in the ire conse tesan to take gre te displeasir ; and that wasa gre te occasion
and cause of e losse of our e said Duchie of Normandie .

I tem , the seid Edmond no of Some rse t wascause and consenter voluntarie
of the brekyng of the trues and pais for a tyme had be twene youre highnes
andy oure uncle of Fraunce, which waswe l l understond at the taking of Foglers
in Britaigne by S ir Fraunce sLarra onneys thurgh his avise consentement
and counse ile and also uryng c said trues made more strong and
fortified dive rse p laces disope red by your e commaundement, asMorteynand

Se intJakesde Beveron,a eynthe appointement of the se id trues upponwhich

youre uncle did sommon ym to make a-see th [sat isfact ion] and for to dis
impaire the se id for tifyng and wrong don agaynthe trues, and inasmoch as

nonasee th by bym was don nor [he ] lefte not of his se id fort ifiyng , mused

youre se id uncle to have , ashe pre tende, cause to breke the said trues onh is
panic ; which brekyng of trues was conof the verray cause of losse of Nor

mandi e . And thus he brake the se ide truesayeinst his prom sse and true

fe ith made to youre highnes, which was to kepe and entre tyn t e said trues,
and so did ay en the lawe in thisbehalve and youre statutes of the rc lame .

I tem,
he put awa and diminisshed diverse garnisons and other strong

places of youre seidDuchie of Normandie of soudiours and of menof werre
which were accustumed to abide uppon the suerte and saufgarde of th e

same, howe be hit he had verrayly knowlege that youre ennmyes were lul l
de termiIned ] for to ley seges to put the same places in the ire subjeccion, not
paiyng due ly nor contentyng such soudiours as abode uppon the de fences of

the same p laces; he re ryng at that ryme in y oure said Duchie as gr e te

tail les and aides as wer e in long tyme before duryng the werre : and that

caused the soudiours ind iverse strong places for
pg

verte, not havyng hors
nor harneys, and also the nombre d iminisshed to of nonpoiaire to make
r esistence , and that was a gre te m use of the losse of Normandie. The losse
o f which caused the erdicronof Gascoigne and Guyen.

I tem, the Due of omerse tt wold yeve noo counseile , aide ne he lpe unto

the capitanisof diverse stronge p
laces and garnisons which at that tyme ,

constreyned by nede , desired of ym provision and re lief for abillement of

werre to resiste the malice of theire enemyes daily mak g fressh fee tes of

werre uppon theym ; he gevyng theym noone aide nor e lp, but le te the
contynue in the ire mal ice, howe be it that diverse places were lost
f ore and what ryme that the said places were beseged and sent for

hel and socour unto bym he wold graunte no maner of comfort e, but
sufl
P
red hem appoint and compounde with here enemyes as we l l as they

mygh t for theire ease and suer tee , makyng no maner of provision for the
kepyng of the placeswhich remayned insomuch that he made non ordin
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aunce nor provision for the toun, caste l l, and laces of Rouen, neither of

men, stufl
'

e ne v itai le , the knowlage that he ha of oure enemyes comyng
thereunto notwi thstondyng , yevyng licence unto the ch iebisshopp , chamons

and burge s of the same toun for to goo or sende to compounde with your e

enemyes or the dehveraunce of the same , notwithstandyng that afore that

tyme the enemyeswhich we re entred into the same tounwe re worsh iply put

cut e and be tynof by the Er le of Shrowesbu and other notable rsones,
and wi thdrawen to Pont larg e and Loviers, an at that ryme

,
they yng so

wi thdrawen, licenced to appo inte as it is aforeseid. WhJCh was plainly
aye inst his promys, fe ith and lie eaunce that he of righ t owe th unto you,
and aye inst the t enure of the en entures made be twix youre highnes and

hym of the charge of that londe , the which l icence , and i t had not ben don,
the se id tounhad ahidenundre youre obe isaunce , the losse of whiche was a

verray ope .
1 cause of the pe rdicionof Normandie .

I tem, the said Duc of Some rse t t , for to co lour his defautesand wilfull pur
o]s in the premisses, entr ed in to youre palaice of Rouennot v itailed nor

o[m isshed] 1 for defence, where he myght save l absentid hym, and yeld id up
the said Palai ce and Caste ll, and moreover o er good tounes, caste ls and

[fortresses], 1 as Caudebe lt , and o ther diverse , as Tancarvil le , Moustervi lle rs,
A rques, key of all, Caulx not beseged nor inpe t e l l of losse at that ryme , for

th e enlargisshyn[g ] and de liveraunce of bym,
his chi ldre and goodes which

mygh t not, nor hath not , be done nor seenby lawe resounor cronikel
,
or by

cours or a any leftenanb
al l though that he had be pri sone r

Witnesse the Duc of Or liaunoe , the no of But hon, the Due of Alansum

and other for whom wasnone de l ered, al though they had

many strong places of theire owen. And fu ermore fore the suer tee of

de lyv e raunce of tounes, caste l l and fort e resseswhich were we l

fum ysshed for to have resisted youre enem es, and to have bidenwi thin
oure obe isaunce , de lyve red inostage the Er e of Shr owesbury , that tyme
hiarescall of Frauuce, and othe r notable pe rsones which shuld have de
fended youre lande there ayens the malice of youre enemyes and in like
wyse apointed to de lyver Honflu, which was in noo gre t perell , ne had be

that it was re tardyd youre le t t resand so by that fraudelent and inordinat
meane all was lost an yoldonup as hereaf ter , by more evident declaracions
it sha lbe clere ly rowed ]. 2

I tem, the said no of Some rse t hath contr ived and ymagined . he lped or

consented to the gre te and impor table losse of Cales to be undre the obci

saunce of the Due of Burgoyn, as i t appe ri th openly by d iverse skilles, evi
dencez, and resons that is to sey , in asmuch as he desired and made
laboures, or at the lest toke upponbym , for to be capitenof the se id Tounof

Cales, knowyng and unde rstond ng we l l the gre te murmur and sclaunder
which dai ly renn th agaynhym or the losse and sale , as it is surm t t id, of
Normandie , to t e gre te d iscoragyng of the soudiours of the sai Toun
where as the comen fame is that he wi l l by like sotill meanes contr ive and

ymagy n the los e and amissionof youre said Tounof Cales, like as he hath
afore causid the pe rdicion of youre Duch ie of Normandie ; which appe rith
we ll

,
inasmoch as he ha th desirid the te rme of a mony th withou t more , that ,

in case that the sai d Tounwe re besegid and not rescuyd with in the said
monyth, that than he shuld stond d ischarged though i t were delyvered to

{
our e enemyes ; withinwhich t yme it were impossible or at the lest ful l un
kly that neve r myght be assembled for the rescu the rof, where as i t may

and hath be here-be fore lt e t ayens the force of youre enem esmoche lenge r
ryme in gre te jupardy w

'

eh isso gre te anhevynesse an trouble to youre
said soud iours that by thei re langage , demenyng and communicacion it may
be understond that they wil l no t be so her ty nor feithfull to the we lfare and
defence of the said Tounas they shuld be in case they had a capta nmore
agr eable unto theym . And also this premisse appe r ith we ll inasm as the

comenvoyce , langage, and fame is, and also gre te pre fe and evidence shal be
made the rup n, that the se id Duc of Somerse t , in hope of mariage to be
( iconand ha be twix the Due sonof Burgoynand one of his doughters, had

1 MS . muti lated .

2 A lme seems here to be cut o ff in the MS . at the bo ttom of the leaf .
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made a promysse and behest to the said Duc of Burgoyne , or Duchesse by
hismeane , concer t andmassangers, of the de lyverey of the Tounof Cales, to
be done by such so till meanes as shuld not be understond neither of youre
hi henesnor of oure subget tz.

te rn
,
the said noof Somerse t iscause of gre te hur te , robbery , mauslauter

and other myschevesdaily done andcontynued inthisyoure roialme , inasmoch
xx 111

ashe resceyved and had at the delyverey of Anjoy and Mayn iij . x11.

frankesor there aboutes, which were graunt ed and ordeyned to the Englissh

men havyng the ire [Mere] l c lode for the ire recompense and asy th for the

lyverey up of the ire se id lyve ode at the said de lyveraunce andwold not dispose
the same money nor depart e therfrom, bot kepith it st ill

’

to hisowh e use and

singuler availe , no twi thstondyng that he was recompensid for his lyvelode in
that cuntrey in youre Duchie of Normandie of a more value than the gi ft

therof was worth , which causith the said Englisshmen to be here in gre te

pove r tee of which pover tee no donte commy th gre te myscheve dai ly wi thin
your said roiame . And also inso muche asmany dive rse soudiours of Nor

mandye were no t paied thoire wages, where he rer id grete and notable
sommes of youre Duchie of Normandie for ther agrement, which non paie

t

l
nenit and pover te causith also daily gre te inconvenient: wi thin this your

an e .

I tem, tha t these forsaid ar ticles and poyntz be just and true it may we l l
appere by man gre te presumpcions beside evident pre fes that shalbe made
the reupponwi openand notarie fame and voice of the people, and also in
asmoch as the said Duc of Somerse t hath be double and untrue inmany and

dive rse pointes, and inespeciall that he hath desirid a recompense of y oure

highnesfor the counte of Maynfor the de lyverance therof, where it wasspe
_

cified inyoure le t tres patentes of your graunte therof to bym made that e

shuld be at your libe r tee to dispose it at your pleasere incase that ye for t e

meane of the pease wold do make a lyverey thereof unto youre uncle of
Frannee ; and y it at the tyme of de lyveraunce thereof he wold not agr ee
ther to unto tyme that he were recom nsid, asit is aforesaid, inyoure Duchie
of Normandie to a more value than is said graunte dr ue to .

I tem, thees forsaid art icles, every che of the and eve ry parte of theym ,

purposy th andministre I , Richard, Duc of Yor ayensthe said Duc of Somer

se tt joyntly and several ly not at te igne to a more strate nor chargeable refe

thanyour lawe insuch case and processe wil l require desiryng of youre igh

nesse and rightuous
°

ust ice that inasmoche as lawful ly may ayenst bym be
foundon or previd, t at jugement in that part ie be had and executid unto

youre highnes for oursand youre roialmes prospe ri te and we lfare , indende
not e l les ho t the sa vacionand indempnite of youre most roiale rsone , and
also

d

a

E
lc y ou re fei thfull subge t tz , inwhich y reporte me to Godfind all the

wor

I imagine thispaper must have been real ly handed inbyYork

to the lords of the King
’
s council. I t is preserved among the

MSS . in the CottonianLibrary, a large number of which were

undoub tedly at one timep
ar t of the public records of the realm.

But inany case we can ardly doubt that Somerset understood

quite sufficiently the grounds onwhich he was so generally hated ;
nor is it by any m eans improbable that the armed remonstrance

of the Duke of York produced some real effect, if only for a

t ime. Thisat least we know that, only four daysafter the oath

takenbyYorkat S t. Paul
’

s, active and energetic measuresbegan
to be taken for the defence of Calais. H istorians

,

° f
as S ir HarrisN icolas truly remarks, do not seem

hitherto to have beenaware of the imminent danger
inwhich evenCalais at this t ime stood of being lost, l ike the

o ther English conquests a full century before it was actually t e
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army at sea, and e ffortswere made to augment the squadronwith
as large a force as possible . On the 14th of March 1452 a com

m issionwas given to Lo rd Clifford, which was doubtless one of

a number given to various noblemen, to negotiate for this pur

pose with shipowners, knights, and gentlemen, in the district
where he commonly resided ; and he was instructed to take the
command of all such vessels as he coul d raise, and bring them
into the Downs to joinwi th Shrewsbury. The appeal to patriot

~

ism was not made in vain. Many shipowners came for ward,
ofl

‘

ering not only to lend but to victual their own ships for the

service . But full powerswere also given to arrest ships, ship
masters, and mariners, to make up a sufficient number. To

every man not furnished wi th victuals by the benevolence of

others
, twelve pence a weekwas o ffered on the King

’
s behalf,

w ith a customary share in any boo ty that he might help to cap
ture at sea. Captains of shipswere to have inaddit iona reward

of tenmarks, or { I10, at the discretionof Lord Clifford . Al to

gether we may presume that the defensive measures takenat this

t ime were sufficient , for we hear no more during the next few

years of any attempt to lay siege to Calais.

As to internal dissensions at home it was qui te inaccordance

with the weakness of the King
’

s character to believe that he had
now sti lled the chief elementsof danger . Hispiety

g
ene ral Pa" suggested to him to complete the good work by a
ou'

general political amnesty. The year 1450, as

being the concluding year o f a half century, had been celebrated

as a jubilee at Rome, dur ing which a general indulgence and

pardonwere granted to all who visited the Imperial City. There

was also, according to precedent , a bull issued at the close

of the year to extend these benefits still further. Taking his

example from the gr eat Spiritual Ruler, the King, on Good

Friday, the 7th of April 1452 , offered ublicly a general pardon

to al l who had beenguilty of acts of d
p
isloyalty to himself, and

who would apply to his Chancery for letterspatent .
l The o ffer

was, undoubted ly, both gracious and humane . I t Sprang from a

genuine love of peace on the King
’

s part , and probably went far

to make the government of Somerset endurable for some months

longer . Amid the confusionand troublesof the times, thousands

must have felt that they needed the royal clemency to protect

them against the sev erity of the laws. One hundred and forty

persons, among whom was Thomas Young of Bristol—he
who had proposed inParliament that Yorkshould be proclaimed

heir to the Crown, —obtained sealed pardons on that very Good
Friday. Some two or three thousand others laid claim to the

like indulgence, and had patentsgranted to them at a later date.

’

1Whe thamstede, 3 r
2 The names are all entered on the PardonRo ll of 30 r Hen VI.

,

Among the hosts of less inte rest ing names we find that the uke of ork
took out a pardonon the 3d of June the Duke of Norfolkand the young
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Only a very few persons were excepted onaccount of the enor

mity o f their offences.

One part of his kingdom, however , Henry himse lf did not
expect to pacify by such means only. The state of the county of

Norfolk had been so represented to him that he felt it necessary
to send thi ther the Duke of Norfolk. Great r iots, extort ions,
horrible wrongs and hur ts,

”
were the subject of complaint, and

nothing but an impartial inquiry would give satisfaction. The

Duke oncoming into the country issued a proclamation
, urging

all who had any complaints to make , to lay them freely and

fearlessly be fore him . But free and fearless evidence was not

l ikely to be had without a strong guarantee for the protect ion o f

witnesses. Already the newsof the Duke
’
scoming had got wind,

and some of the dependants of Lord Scales, who had been

amongst the principal o ffenders, had givennotice that any com

plaints against l/zem would be redressed in another fashion after

the Duke
’

sdeparture . In the absence of the Duke Lord S cales
had beenalways hitherto the natural ruler o f the county, and it

wasunder his protection that S ir ThomasTuddenham , S ir Miles
S tapleton, JohnHeydon, and others had dared to make them

selves unpopular . Norfolk accord ingly declared in the same

proclamation that he intended henceforth to vindicate for himself
so long as he l ived the chief power and authority in the county
which bore his name, subject only to that of the king himself.
And to give still greater encouragement to the

well -d isposed, he announced that the King himself
would shortly visit the county, before whom all

who desired i t should have their gr ievances
redressed.

l

That the King actually visited Norfolk at this time I do not
find from any other evidence . A letter writtenon S t . George

’

s

Day says that he had been expected at Norwich or Claxton for

ten dayspast. Encouraged by the Duke
’

sproclamationseveral
gentlemen of the county had drawn up a complaint against

Charles Nowell, and were waiting to know in
lai t

what manner they should present i t . ThisCharles f
or

? “
n

and a number of others appear to have beenkeep C ar les
ing the country east of Norwich at the t ime in NOW “

continual alarm and confusion. They held their rendezvous at

the house of one Robert Ledeham , from which they woul d issue

out in bands of six, or twelve, or sometimes th ir ty and more,

Duke of Suffolk on the 23d of the same month ; Thomas Percy , Lord
Egremont, on the i st ; Thomas Cour tenay , Ear l of Devon, on the ac th, and
S ir Wil liam Oldhall, who is cal led of Hunsdon, onthe a6th. Ralph, Lord
Cromwe l l, had one on the and May and Robe rt Wynnyngt onof Dar tmouth
(the wri te r of Letter 68) on the Jul y . Onthe 1 2 th j u ly 3 joint pardon
was givento Sir Hen Pe Lord Ponynges, and E leanor, hiswife , kio s
woman, and he ir of

r

S
'

ir R0 r t Ponynges. A t later dates we have also
pardons to Henry, Viscount Bourchier, and Sir JohnTalbo t , sonand heir of
the Ear l of Shrewsbury .

1 No . 173
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fully armed with bows and arrows, spears and bills, jacks and

salle ts.

1 No place was sacred from their outrages. OnMid-Lent

Sunday they had attacked two servantsof the Bishop of Norwich

inside the church at Burlingham ,
and would have killed them

behind the priest
’
s back while they were kneeling at the mass.

On the 6th of April they had endeavoured to break into the

White Friarsat Norwich onpretence of wishing to hear even
song but having publicly declared inthe townthat they intended
to get hold of certaincitizens, either alive or dead, the doorswere
shut against them . Happily before they accomplished their

purpose the mayor and aldermencame to the spot . A multitude

of people had meanwhile assembled inthe streets, and the rioters,
finding the odds considerably against them, quietly took the ir

depar ture .

2

JohnPastonhad a complaint of his own to make against these

wrong
-doers. Charles Nowell himself, and five o thers, had

JohnPaston attacked him at the door of Norwich Cathedral .

assaulted at He had with him at the time two servants
, one of

g
o

g
vi
g
h

l
whom received a blow on the naked head with a

a e t a .

sword ; and he himself was seized and had his

armsheld behind him, while one of the company struckat him .

But for a t imely rescue his death would seem to have been
certain. On the very day on which this occurred his wife

’

s

uncle, Philip Berney, waswaylaid by some of the same fellow

ship, inthe highway under Thorpe Wood. Berney was riding,
accompanied by a single servant, when their two horses fi rst

were wounded by a d ischarge of arrows. They were then

speed ily overtaken by their assailants, who broke a bow over
Philip Berney

’

shead, and took him prisoner , declaring him to

be a traitor. To give a further colour to their proceedings,
‘

they
led him prisoner to the Bishop of Norwich, demanding surety of

him to keep the peace, and when they had obtained it
, let him

go . Philip Berney lived more than a year after the adventure,
but he never recovered from the effectsof this rough usage.

3

Outrages like these, it must be remembered , were not the
work of lawlessbrigands and recognised enem ies of the whole
community. They were merely the effect of party spirit . The
men who did them were supported by noblemen and country

gentlemen. One, by name Roger Church, probably the most

daring, and at the same t ime the most subtle of the gang, had

got h imsel f made bailiff of the hundred of Blofield.

‘ Charles
Nowell was a friend of Thomas Daniel , who, after be ing a year
and a half out of favour , had recently recovered his influence in
Norfolk through the medium of the Duke of Somerset .

“ By
this means he seems again to have obtained possession of the
manor of Bradeston, the right towhich he had disputed in1450,

1 Coats of mai l and he lme ts. Nos. 174. 179 , 901.
Nos. 175 , 176, 188, 189, 201 . Nos. 177, 201 .

5 NO. 173
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apparently more by arms than by law,
with Osbert Mountford,

marshal of Calais. Charles Nowell was appointed by Daniel

bailiff of the manor, with the not quite insignificant salary of

twopence a
-day ; and he and his fellows, Roger Church , Robert

Ledeham, JohnRatcliff , and Rober t Dalling, made it their chief

business to maintainDaniel inpossession.

To put an end to such a state of matters as this, the Duke o f

Norfolk
’

s coming must have been truly welcome . But if any
man expected that the power of duke or king could suddenly
terminate the reign of anarchy, and initiate an era of plain

impartial just ice , he must have beena sanguine mortal . As one

of the first effects of the Duke
’

s coming, some of the leading
oppressors of the country were driven to a course of chicanery
instead of violence. Roger Church got himself R Chur h.

arrested by some of his own company, and was
oger c

brought before the Duke as a promoter of sedition. He was

accused of having taken part in an unlawful assembly at Post

wick, with the view of stirring up an insurrection. He con

fessed the fact, and off ered to turnking
’

s evidence onhis accom
plices. He then named a number of thrifty husbandmen,
farmers and gentlemen of the neighbourhood, alleging that

about three hundred persons were implicated in the intended

r ising. The truth, as it presently turned out, and as Church

himself afterwards confessed , was, that the movement had been
got up by himself, at the instigation of Robert Ledham , who

prom ised to procure hispardon through the influence of Daniel .

By sol icitations addressed to variousunsteady charactershe had

induced some to bel ieve that an insurrectionwould be well sup
ported . A little company of fifteen men accordingly met him
under a wood at Postwick, and he told them he had discovered
an excellent nam e for their captain, who should be called John
Amend-all. But beyond thismeet ing and naming of the captain

nothing seems ever to have come of the project . 1
JohnPastonwas certainly one of those mentioned by Church .

The chief personsaccused were the friendsof Osb
‘

ert Mountford,
and Paston was one of them . But John Falgate , one of the

deluded victimswho had been present at the meeting at Post

wick, being subjected to examination before the sheriff , exon

erated Paston
,
and, while acknowledging h isown share in the

conspiracy, pronounced the tale told by Roger Church in his

confession to be al together an invent ion. We need not be sur

prised to hear that after thisa petitionfrom the county of Norfolk

wassent up to the Lord Chancellor, praying that Church should

not be allowed the benefit of the general pardon, offered upon

Good Friday.

2 But Church persevered in his pol icy. He

Nos. 17 7
,
1 79 , 180, 181 , 201 .

3 The pe t it ion, I th ink, must have beene ff ectual
,
for I do not find Church

’

s

name onthe PardonRo l l 30 and 31 Henry VI .
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appears to have been a recklesskind of adventurer. He pro~

bably claimed the benefit of clergy, for we find him three months

after hisarrest inthe hands of officers of the Bishop of Norwich.

H isgoodsalso were seized for a debt that he owed the Bishop.

But in spite of the contradictions given by other witnesses, 111

July he adhered to what he had said in April, and instead of

retracting his former accusations, said he meant to impeach

some one else whom he could not at that t ime name,
—a man

who
,
he said , had more money in his urse than all of those

whom he had accused before . The coo nesswith which he per

sisted inthese statements gave an impression that he was even
yet relying uponpowerful friends to support him .

1

The conclusion of the affair must be a matter of speculation,
for we hear nothing more of it . The pol itical history of Eng
land, too, is, at thispoint , almost a blank. We knowfrom the

Privy Council Proceedings that there was some difficul ty in the

spring of 1452 inpreserving friendly relationswith Scot land in
consequence of some Border outrag es perpetrated by the Earl of
Douglas. And this is absolutely all th e light we have on the

domestic affairsof England for about a twelvemonth after the

Duke of York
’

s oath of allegiance at St. Paul
’

s. I have found,
however, by anexamination of the dates of privy seals, that in

July the King began a progress into the west of

England, which is not altogether without sigui

ficance. He reached Exeter onthe 18th, and from
thence proceeded by Wells, Gloucester, Monmouth, and Here

ford
, to Ludlow,

where he arrived on the 12 th of August, and

from which he returned homewards by Kenilworth and Wood

stock, arriving at Eltham in the beginning of September . In

October he made another circuit northwards by S t . A lbans to
S tamford, Peterborough, and Cambridge . There canhardly be

a doubt the object of these journeyswasmainly to conciliate those
who had declared their opposition to the Duke of Somerset,
especially whenwe consider that the visit to Ludlow must have
beennothing less thana visit to the Duke of York. Yorkwas
now more than ardoned . He was honoured by hissovere ign.

Financially, owever, we may well suppose that the Duke
wasnot the better of the royal visit . Perhaps also the state of

the countr did not conduce to the prosperi ty of great land

owners. t all eventswe find that at the end of the year York
was glad to pledge some pieces of jewellery to S ir JohnFastolf
for a loanof { I437, to be repaid next Midsummer.

’ The t ransac
t ion is inevery way curious. as illustrating the sort of dealings in
money matterswhich were at that time by no means uncommon

among knights and noblemen. It is certainly highly charac

teristic of such a knight as S ir JohnFastolf, who, quite unlike
the Falstaff of the dra matist

,
instead o f being alwaysneedy was

Nos. 177 , 17 8, 180.

‘3 No . 184 .
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always seeking to increase the wealth that he had amassed by
long years of thrift and frugality.

We have had occasion to mention the historic Fastolf before ;
and it is t ime that we should now direct attention

S
'

J “ F t If
to the circumstancesof hisprivate life and his con

0 as 0

nec tion with thePaston fam ily. John Paston, as the reader has
alr eady beeninformed, was ultimately his executor, and to this

circumstance may safely be attributed the preservat ion of so

many of h is letters, most of which have certainly been handed

downwith the papers of the Paston family. Neverthel ess, up
to the time at which we have now arrived we do not find that be
directly corresponded with any of them . We cansee, however,
that he had a high regard for John Paston

’

s advice inbusiness,
and sometirnes sent le ttersand documents of im

p
ortance by him

to his agent in Norfolk, S ir Thomas Howes. He seems to

have been related in blood to John Paston
’
s wife,

2
and he

acknowledges Paston himself as his cousin inhiswill . From
the general tenor of most of his letterswe should cer tainly no

more suspect him of being the old soldier that he actual ly was

than of be ing Shakspeare
’

s fat, d isorderly knight . Every sen
tence in them refers to lawsuits and title-deeds, extor tions and

injuriesreceived from others, forged processesaffecting property,
wri ts of one kind or another to be issued against hisadversaries,
libelsuttered against himself, and mattersof the l ike descript ion.

Altogether the perusal is apt to give us an impression that S ir

Johnwould have made anacute and able
, though erhaps not

very highm inded, solicitor. If ever his agent , it Thomas

Howes, was, or seemed to be , a little remiss in regard to some

particular interest, he was sure to hear of it, and yet woe to h im

if he did things onhis ownresponsibility which turned out after

wards to be a failure .

3 S ir Johnwas not the man to pass over
ligh tly injuriesdone evenby inadve rtence .

The fam iliarity shown by Fastolf with all the forms and

p
rocesses of the law is probably due not so much to the peen
iarity of his personal character as to the fact that a knowledge
of legal technical ities wasmuch more widely diffused in that day
than it is inours. Even inthe dayswhenMaster Shallow first
made himself ridiculous to a Londonaudience by claiming to be
just ice of the peace and co mm, curtalorum, and ratolorum, there
can hardly be a doubt that the knowledge of legal terms and

processeswas not a thing so entirely professional as it is now.

But if we go back to an earlier time, the PastonLetters afford
ample evidence that every manwho had property to protect, if

Nos. 123, 129 , 132, 152. 154 , 189 .

3 Note the passages inMargare t Pastou
’
s le t ter (No. 183 ) Ye t I sup

S ir John, if he were spoken to , would be g ladder to le t his kinsmen
ave part thanstrangers.

”

And again Assay him in my name of such

places as ye suppose ismost clear . ”
No . 168
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not every well educated woman also, was perfectly well versed
in the ordinary forms of legal processes. S ir JohnFastolf had
a great deal of property to take care of, and consequently had
much more occasion to make use of legal phraseology thanother

people. Had it beeno therwise we should hardly have had any
letters of hisat all ; for the only use of writing to him, and pro

bably to most other people inthose days, was to communicate
onmatters of business.

There are also parts of his correspondence from which we
m ight almost infer that S ir Johnwas a merchant as well as a

lawyer. H is ships were continually
'

passing be tween London
and Yarmouth, carrying on the outward voyage building mate
rials for hisworksat Caister, and bringing home malt or other

produce from the county of Norfolk. In two of his letters we

have references to hislittle ship Tin B ly z‘lze, l which, however, was
only one of several ; for, in the -year 1443, he obtained a l icense
from the crownto keep no less than six vessels in his service.

These are described as of four different kinds; two being what

were called playtes,
”
a third a cogship, a fourth a

“ fare

coft,
”
and the two others balingers,

”
for the carriage of goods

and building materials for the use of his household. These

vesselswere to be free from all liability to arrest for the service
of the King.

“

The object of these building operationswas the erectionof a

stately castle at Caister, not far from Yarmouth, the place of

Buildin of
the old warrior

’

s birth. As early as the reign of

Caiste r
g
Castle.

Henry V. , it seems, he had obtained l icense to

fortify a dwelling there,
“
so strong as himself

coul d devise but his occupation in the French wars had
suspended a designwhich must have beena special object with
him all through life. The manor of Caister had come to him by
natural descent from his paternal ancestry ; but evenduring his

mother
’

swidowhood, whenSir Johnwas a young manof about

six and twenty , we find that she gave up her life tenur e of it to

vest it entirely inher son.

‘ S ince that day he had beenabroad

with Henry V. at Agincourt and at the siege of Rouen. He

had aft erwards served in France under the Regent Bedford

had takenseveral str ong castles and one illustri ous prisoner,
had held the government of conquered distri cts, and had fought,
general ly wi th success and glory, in almost every great batt le of

the period. Nor had he been free, evenon his return to Eng
land, to go at once and spend the rest of hisdays onhispaternal

domains inNorfolk. His counselswere needed by hissovereign.
His experience abroad must have qual ified him to gi ve important
1 N03. 141 , 142 2 Rymer xi. 44.

3 DawsonTurner
’
sHistorical Sketch of Caister Castle , 31. He do“

not state hisauthority.

4 See Ear ly Documents in thisvolume, 6.

The Duke of A lengon.
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came once more to demand the serious consideration of the
Council. It is true that Guienne and Gascony were now no

longer English possessions. Bayonne , the last

stronghold, had been given up in the preceding
August , and, the Engl ish forces be ing now ex

ve lled , all hope of recovering the lost provinces
might well have been abandoned , but that the inhabitantswere

desirous to put themselves once more under the protect iono f the

King of England . The fact is that the Gascons, who had been

three centuries under English rule, did not at all rel ish the

change of masters. Under the crown of England they had

enjoyed a l iberty and freedom from taxation which were nu

known ia the dominions of CharlesVII . ; and on the surrender

of Bordeaux and Bayonne, the French King had expressly pro

m ised to exempt them from a number of imposit ions levied e lse

where . But for this prom ise, indeed , those citieswould not so

readi have come to t erms.

1 Unfortunately, it was not very
long~

before the ministers of Charles sought to evade its fulfil
ment . They represented to the people that for their own pro

t ection, and not for the benefit of the royal treasury, the imposi

t ionof a tail/e would enable the King to set a sufficient guard
upon the country, and that the money would not in real ity be

taken from them, as it would all be spent within the province .

The English, it was to be feared, would not remainpat ient under

the loss, not only of the provinces themselves, but also of a very
valuable commerce that they had hitherto maintained with the

south of France ; for Gascony supplied England wi th wine, and

was a large consumer of English wool . Hence there was every
reason to fear that some attempt would be made by the enemy
to recover the lands from which he had beenexpelled, and it

‘

was

the interest o f the inhabitants themselves to provide anadequate
force to ward off invasion.

2

With argumentslike these theFrenchKing
’
sofficerswent about

among the people endeavouring to compel them to forego a

l ibert y which had been secured to them under the Great Seal of

France . In vain were deputations sent from Bordeaux and
Gascony beseeching the King to be faithful to hispromise. The

petitionerswere sent backwith an answer urging the people to

submit to exactionswhich were required for the defence of the

country. The citizens of Bordeaux were greatly d iscontented,
and an embassy, headed by the S ieur de l

’
Esparre, was sent

over to the King of England to offer him the allegiance of the

lost provinces once more, on his sending a sufficient fleet and
army to their rescue. The proposal being laid before ameeting
of the English Council, was of course most readily agreed to ;

and it was arranged that a fleet , under the command of the Earl

of Shrewsbury, should sail for the Garonne inOctober. Onthe

Basin, i . 2 5 1 . l b. 2 57 .
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18th of that month the Earl accordingly embarked with a body
o f or soldiers. The French army having with
drawn

, he easily obtained possession of Bo rdeaux, and sent its

captain, Oliver de Coe
‘

tivy, a prisoner into England. Other

towns thenreadily opened their gates to the invaders, of which
one of the principal was Cast illon in Per igord ; and very soon,
inspite of the oppositionof their French governors, the greater
part of the lost provinces had put themselvesagainunder the
protect ionof the English .

1

The suddennesswith which these thingswere done seems for

a t ime to have d isconcerted the French King. Winter wasnow
coming on, and probably nothing effective could be done for

some time
,
so Charles lay maturing hisplans in silence. As he

surveyed the position at leisure, he probably found that any
further efforts of the invaders could be checked with tolerable

facility. France still re tained possessionof the two little towns

o f Bourg and Blaye, which we have already mentioned asbeing
the keys of Bordeaux, and also of various other strong places in
which he had been careful to leave considerable garrisons. It

was therefore the beginningof June inthe following
year before he took any act ive steps to expel the

enemy from their conquests. He thenmarched southwards from

Lusignannear Poit iers, and laid siege to Chalais inPerigord, on

the borders of Saintonge . Inthe space of five days i t was taken

by assault. Out o f a garrisonof 160 menno less thanhalf were

cut to pieces. The o ther half took refuge ina tower where they
still held out for a t ime in the vainhope of succours, till at last

theywere compe lled to surrend er unconditionally. O f the prisoners

taken such aswere of English bir th were ransomed ; but as for

those who were Gaseous, as they had swornfealty to Charles and

departed from their allegiance, they were all behead ed . After

th is, one or two other ill-defended placesfell into the hands of the

French . Onthe 14th July siege was laid to Castillononthe Dor
dogue, a positionwhich whenwon gave the French free naviga
t ioninto theGironde. Thebesiegingarmy was furnished with the
most perfectmechanism ofwar that the skill or science of that age

could supply. It had a trainof art illery, with no less than 700

gunners, under the conduct of two able engineers of Paris, the

brothers Bureau. The place was thoroughly closed in when

Shrewsbury, hearing of the danger inwhich it stood, came with

haste out of Bordeaux with a body of 800 or horse, followed

uhortly after by or foot .2

A t daybreak on the 1 7th, the Earl came suddenly upon the
besiegers, and succeeded wi thout dimcul ty in thoroughly defeat
ing a body of archers, who had beenposted at anabbey outside

the town. Thisdetachment being completely takenby surprise,

A.D . 145 3.

1 Basin, i . 2 58—a6 r . Leclerq , (inPe titot
’
sCollection. ) 37—18.
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was obliged to save itself by flight, and after a li ttle skirmishing,
in which some 80 or 100 men were slain on both sides, the

greater number of the Frenchmen succeeded in gaining a park

inwhich the mainbody of the besiegers had entrenched them

selves. Further pursuit being now unnecessary, the English

returned to the abbey, where they were able to refresh them

selves with a quantity of victuals which the French had left
behind them.

“ And because the said skirmish,
”
writes the

French chronicler De Coussy, had been begunand was done

so early that as yet Talbot had not heard mass, his chaplain

prepared himself to sing it there and for thispurpose the altar and

ornamentswere got ready. But this devout intention the Earl
presently abandoned ; for a cloud of dust was seen in the dis

tance, and it was reported to him that even the mainbody of

the French were rapidly retreat ing . Immediately the Earl was

inon horseback, and as he left the abbey he was heard to

say,
“ I will hear no mass to—day until I have overthrown the

company of Frenchmen in the parkbefore me.

” 1

Unfortunately, it turned out that the report of the retreat of

the French was utterly unfounded . The cloud of dust had been

raised by a body of horseswhich they had sent out of the camp
to graze. The French army remained in itsposition, with artil

lery drawn up, ready .to meet the Earl on his advance. The

English, nevertheless, came on with their usual shout
, A

Talbot ! A Talbot ! S t. George !
”
and while their foremost men

just succeeded for an instant in planting their standard on the

barrier of the French lines, they were mowed down behind by
the formidable fire of the French arti ll ery. Against this all

valour was fruitless; about 500 or 600 English lay dead in

front ; and the French, opening the barrier of their park, rushed
out and fought with their opponentshand to hand. For a while
the confl ict was still maintained, with great valour on both

sides; but the superior numbers of the French , and the advan

tage they had already gained by their art illery, left very little
doubt about the issue. After about Englishmenhad been

slainin the hand to hand encounter, the remainder fled or were

made prisoners. Some were able to withdraw into the townand

jointhemselves to the besieged garrison; othersfled through the
D feat and
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inwhich a number of

e t e
'

tiveswere rowne In the end the bod
death OfTalbOt '

of the veteran Talbot was found dead upon thi:
l

field, covered with wounds upon the limbs, and a great gash

across the face .

2

So fell the aged warrior, whose mere name had long been a

terror to England
’

s enem ies. By the confession o f a French
historian, who hardly seems to fee l it a disgrace to his country
men, the archers, when they closed around him,

d ist inctly refused

1 Basin, i . 264
—
5 . De Coussy, 1 2 2 . De Coussy , 1 24 .



xciii

to spare his life , so vindictively eager were they to dispatch him
with a mult itude of wounds.

1 Yet it must be owned that in this

actionhe courted his owndeath, and r isked the destructionof a

gallant army. For though he was led to the combat by a false

report , he was certainly under no necessity of engaging the

enemy whenhe had discovered hismistake, and he was strongly
dissuaded from doing so by ThomasEveringham .

’ But his own

natural impe tuosity , inflamed probably still more by the unrea

sonable taunts of the menof Bordeaux, who, it seems, were dis

satisfied that no earl ier attempt had been made to resist the

advance of the French King into Guienne,
3 induced him to

stake everything on the issue of a most desperate and unequal
conflict .
With him there also died upon the field his eldest son, Lord
Lisle, his illegitimate sonHenry Talbot, S ir Edward Hull , and

thirty other knights of England. About double that numbe r

were taken prisone rs, the most notable of whom was John
Paston

’
s old persecutor , the Lord Moleyns.

‘ Never had the

English arms experienced such a disastrousoverthrow.

The Gasconsnow gave up their cause as altogether hope less.

A fresh army had lately marched into their country, and was

laying siege to several places at once towards the East of Bor

deaux , so that it wasmanifest that ci ty could soonbe shut inby
the royal forces. Castillonwasno longer able to hold out . I t

surr endered on the second day after Talbot
’

s death . About the

same time Char les in person laid siege to Cadillac, one of the

most impo rtant placesinthe neighbourhood, protected by a strong
castle . Th e town was speed ily carried by assaul t, and a few

weeks later the castle was also taken. Other places in l ike

manner came once more into the power of the French King .

A t Fronsac anEnglish garrison capitulated and was allowed to

leave the country, each soldier bearing in his hand a baton t ill

he reached the seaside. Very soonBordeauxwas the only place

that held out ; nor was the defence even of this last stronghold

very long protracted . I tssurrender was delayed for a t ime only
in consequence of the severity of the conditions onwhich Charles

at first insisted ; but a sicknesswhich began to ravage his camp
at length inclined him to clemency. On the 1 7 th of October

the city submitted to Charles, the inhabitants engaging to renew

their oaths of allegiance, and the English having leave to return
in their ownships to England . To secure himself against the ir
future return, or any fresh rebellion of the citizens, Charles
caused to be buil t and garrisoned, at the expense of the lat ter,
two strong towers, which were still standing at the beginning of

this present century. Thus was Gascony finally lost to the

crownof England.

1 Basin, i . 267—8 .
3 l b. 265 . De Coussy , 1 23 .
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We must now return to the domestic affairs of the kingdom .

Matters had been hung up, as it were, in a state of unstable

equi librium ever since Good Friday, 1452 . The poli tical

amnesty, proceed ing, as it did, from the King
'

s ownheart , and

removing every stainof disloyal ty from those who had laboured

most to change his licy, helped , inall probability, to

a precarious state 0 tranquillitymuch longer than it could other
wise have beenpreserved . The danger of Calais, too, had passed

away for the t ime, although it was always recurring at intervals
so long as Henry VI. was King. So that, perhaps, dur ing the

latter part of the year 1452 , the country was in as quiet a state

as could reasonably have been expected. At least, the absence

o f information to the contrary may be our warrant for so believ

ing. But the new year had no sooner Opened than ev idences of

M ) . “5 3.

disaffectionbeganto be perceived. On the 2d of

January Robe rt Poynings
—the same who had

takena leading part inCade
’

s rebe llion, and had,
O’mmgs' it will be remembered, saved the l ife of one of S ir

John Fastolf’s servants from the violence of the insurgents
called together an assembly of people at Southwark, many of
whom were outlaws. What his object waswe have no dist inct
evidence to show. He had received the King

’
s general on

for the part he took in the movement under Cade ; but e had

beenobliged to enter into a recognizance of and find six
suret ies o f£200 each, for his good behaviour ; so that he. of al l
men, had best cause to beware of laying himself opento any n

suspicion o f disloyalty. Yet it appears he not only did so by
thismee ting at Southwark, but that immed iately afterwards he
confederated wi th one Thomas B igg of Lambe th, who had been
one of Cade

’
s pe tty captains, and having met with him and

about thirty othersat Westerham inKent , tried to stir up a new

rising in the former seat of rebell ion. From Kent he further

proceeded into Sussex, and sent letters to two pe rsonswho had

been indicted of treason, urging them to come and meet him at

Southwark on the last day of February ; “
at which t ime and

place,
”

says the Parliam®t Roll ,
“
the same Robe rt Poynings

gave them money, thanking them hearti ly o f their good wi ll and

disposition that they were of unto him in time past , praying
them to continue their good wi ll, and to be ready and come to

him at such time ashe should give them warning.

" 1 Altogether

it would appear from the record of the charge itself that nothing
very serious came of this display of disafl

'

ection on the par t of
Poynings ; but it must at least be noted as a symptom o f the

t imes.

Soonafter this a pm liament was called . The Crownwas in

need of money ; but Somerset did not dare to convoke the legis

1 Ro l ls of Par l . v. Se e also the par don grant ed to him five years
later. Patent Rol l, 36 en. VI . 111. 1 2.
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lature at Westm inster. I t met in the refectory of the abbey of

Reading on the 6th of March . In the absence of

the Archbishop of Canterbury, Cardinal Kemp,
who was Chancellor, the bishop of Lincoln1 opened the pro

ceedingsby a speech onbehalf of the King, declar ing the causes

o f their being summoned ; which were merely stated to be
,
in

general terms, for the good government of the kingdom and for

its outward defence. The necessity of sending re inforcements

into Gasconywasnot mentioned , and apparently wasnot thought

of ; for up to this time the success of Shrewsbury had beenunin

terr upted , and the French King had not yet begunhis south

ward march . The Commons el ected one Thomas Thorpe as

their Speaker, and presented him to the King on the 8th .

Within three weeks they vo ted a tenth and fifteenth, a subsidy
o f tonnage and poundage , a subsidy onwools, h id es, and woo l

fells, and a capitation tax on al iens,—all these , except the tenth

and fi fteenth, to be levied for the term of the King
’

snatural life .

They also ordained that every county, city, and town, should be

charged to raise itsquota towards the levying of a body o f
archerswi thin four months. For these important services they
received the thanks of the King, communicated to them by the

Chancellor, and were immed iate ly prorogued over Easter, to sit

at Westm inster on the a5th of April.
2

On their reassembling there, they proceeded to arrange the

proport ionof the number of archers which should be raised in

each county, and the means by which they were to be levied.

The commons, however , were relieved of the charge of providing
7000 men of the number formerly agreed to, as 3000 were to

be charged upon the Lords and 3000 more on Wales and the

county palatine of Cheshire, while an additional thousand was

remitted by the king , probably as the just proportion to be

levied out of his ownhousehold. For the remaining
the quota of each county was thendetermined . But soonafter

wards it wasfound that the need of such a levy wasnot so urgent
as had at first beensupposed, and the actual raising of the men

was respited for two years, provided that no emergency arose

requiring earlier need of their services.

8

The possibility of their being required in Gascony after the

success of the Earl of Shrewsbury in the preceding year , seems

no more to have occurred to the Government, than the thought
o f sending them to Constantinople , where possibly, had the fact
beenknown, theymight at this very t ime have done something to
revent that ancient city from falling into the hands of the

urks. For it was in this very year, and while these things

occupied the attentionof the English parliament, that the long

Parl iament.

Cal ledWil liam , bish
rqfi
d Lincoln, on the Rol lsof Par liament, but his

name was JohnChedwo
3 Ro llsof Par l. v. 227—3 1 .

3 Rol ls of Par l . v. a3 r—3 .
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decaying EasternEmpire was finally extinguished by the fall of
itsmetropolis.

A fter this, some new actswere passed touching the pay of the

garrisonat Calais, and for the making of jetties and other much

needed repairs there. For these urposes large sums of money
were required, and the mode inwhich they were to be provi ded ,
g ives us a remarkable insight into the state of the exchequer.
To the Duke of Somerset, as Ca tain of Calais, there was

owing a sum of for the wages of himself and his
suite, since the date of his appointment and onthe Duke

’
s own

petition, an Act was passed enabling him to be paid, not

immediately, but after his predecessor, Humphrey, Duke of
Buckingham ,

should have received all that was due to him ina

l ike capacity.

1 The pay of the officers of Calais, it would thus
appear, but that it seems to have beendischarged by the captain
for the t ime be ing out of his own resources, must at this time

have been more than two years in arrear . I f such was the

state of matters, we gain some l ight on the causes which

induced Somerset, after his loss of Normandy, to add to his

unpopularity by accepting a post of so much responsibil ity as the

Captainship of Calais. He wasone of the few men inEngland

whose wealth was such that he could afford to wait for his
money ; and he was too responsible for the rotten government
which had led to such financial results, to gi ve any other mana

post inwhich he would certainly have found cause of dissatis

faction.

I t was necessary, however, to provide ready money for the

repairsand the wages of the garrison from this t ime, and it was

accordingly enacted that a half of the fifteenth and tenth al ready
voted should be immediately appl ied to the one object, and a

certainproportionof the subsidy onwools to the other. A t the

same time a new vote of half a fifteenth and tenth additional was

found necessary to meet the extraordinary expenditure, and was

granted on the 2d of July.

2

This grant be ing announced by the Speaker to the King who
was then sitting in parl iament, H enry thanked the Commons

with his own mouth, and then commissioned the Chancellor,
Cardinal Kemp, to prorogue the assembly alleging as his

reasons the consideration due to the zeal and attendance of the

Commons, and the King
’
s own intention of visiting diff erent

partsof hiskingdom for the suppressionof variousmalpractices.

“ The King, also,
”
he added ,

“
understood that there were

d iverspetit ions exhibited in the present parliament to which no

answer had yet been returned, and which would require gr eater
del iberationand leisure than could now conveniently be afforded,
seeing that the autumn seasonwas at hand, inwhich the Lords
were at liberty to devote themselves to hunting and sport, and

l b. 233.
3 l b.
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weakly they might have beenperformed before, wasa crisis that
had not occurred t ill now. A heavier responsibility lay with

Somerset and the Council, who could not expect that acts done

by their own authorit would meet with the same respect and

recognition as those or which they had beenable to plead the

direct sanction of their Sovereign. And now they had to deal

with a factions world inwhich feuds be tweenpowerful famil ies

had already begun to kindle a dangerous conflagrat ion. Inthe

month of August, probably of the year before this, Lord Thomas

Ncvill , a sonof the Earl of Salisbury, married a niece of Lord
Cromwell at Tattersall inLincolnshire. After the wedding the

Earl returned into Yorkshire, when, having reached the ne igh

bourhood of York, some disturbance arose betweenhis retainers

and those of Lord Egremont, son of the Earl of Northumber

land .

1 As to the cause of the dispute we are left entirely
ignorant ; but it grew into a ser iousquarrel between the Nevills

the Percys. The chief maintainers of the feud were, onthe

one side, S ir JohnNevill , a younger sonof the Earl of Salisbury,
and onthe other Lord Egremont. Both partieswere repeatedly
summoned to lay their grievances before the Council ; but the
most peremptory letters and mandateshad hitherto been ineffec

tual . Illegal gatherings of people on either side continued in

spite of every prohibition; and the whole north of England

seems to have beenkept in continual disorder .

s

The case wasnot likely to be improved when the source of all
legal authority wasparalyzed . And yet so bad was the state of

matters before, that the King
’

s illness, instead of being anaggra
vation of the evil , sitively brought with it some perceptible

rel ief. The Couh e
'

were no longer able to avoid call ing in the
aid of onewhose capacity to rule was as indisputable ashisbirth
and rank. A Great Council was summoned for the express

purpose of promoting rest and unionbetwixt the lords of this
land and according to the usage insuch cases, every peer of

the realm had notice to att end . Gladly, no doubt, woul d

Somerse t have omitted to send such notice to his rival ; and it
seems actually to have been the case that no summonswas at
first sent to the Duke of York. But afterwards the error was

rectified , and York be ing duly summoned, came up to West

minster and took his seat at the Council table 8 on the z xst of

Novembe r . Before taking part in the proceed ings, however, he
addressed himself to the lords thenassembled, declaring how he

come up in obedi ence to a wri t of privy seal , and was ready
to oFfer his best services to the King ; but as a previous order

had been issued ,
'

by what authority he could not say, to certain

old councillors to forbear from attending the King
’
s councils in

1 W. Wore:

N ico las' a y Counci l Proceedings, vi . ” 0—2, 147—9 , 1 54—5 .

Ih. vi . x63
-
5 .
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future, he required that any such prohibitionmight be removed.

Thiswasunanimously agreed to, and the government of England
wasat once restored to a free and heal thy condition.

’

The Duke of Somerset wasnot present at thismeeting of the
Council . He doubtless saw too clearly the storm gathering

fi
ainst himself . To his former responsibili ty for the loss of

ormandy wasnow added further responsibility for the loss of

Guienne. The accusations against him were accordingly re

newed ; but they were takenup this time, not by Yorkbut by
the Duke ofNorfolk. A set of articlesof impeach

ment wasdrawnup by the latter, to which Somer

set made some reply, and was answered again by
Norfolk. The accuser then pressed the matter

further, urging that the loss of Normandy and of Guienne should
be made a subject of criminal inquiry according to the laws of
France ; and that other misdemeanours charged uponhim should

be invest igated according to the modes of procedure inEngland.

Finally, lest hispetitionshould be refused by the Council, Nor

folkdesired that it might be exemplified under the King
’

s Great

Seal , protesting that he fel t it necessary, for his owncredit, that

what he had done inthe matter should be known aswidely as

possible.
’

In the end it was determined that the Duke of Somerset
should be arrested and committed to the Tower. This resolu

t ionwas carried into effect a little before Christmas, and the d if
ferent lords retired during the festive seasonto their owncountryquarters. But all who had given their votes against Somerset
knew well that they stood in considerable danger. The battle

that he had lost would have to be fought over again with the

Queen, who now put ina claim to be entrusted with the entire

government of the kingdom. Every man of Somerset
’
s party

got his retainers inreadiness, and whil e other lordswere out of

town, the harbinger of the Duke of Somerset secured for his

com any all the lodgings that were to be got inThames S treet ,
Mar Lane, S t . Katherine

’

s, and the neighbourhood of the

Tower. The Duke of Norfolkwaswarned by a faithful servant
to beware of part iesinambush onhisway to London. Everything
clearly showed that the factionwhich had beendispossessed o f

power had sanguine hopes of reinstating themselves at anearly
opportunity.

3

And this, it is probable, they might have done with the

greatest possible ease , were it not that the King
’
s loss of his

facul tieswas so complete and absolute that it was impossible, by
any meanswhatever, to obtain a semblance of acting upon his
authority. About New Year

’
s day, when the

new born prince was conveyed to Windsor, the
Duke of Buckingham took the '

child inhisarms and presented

1 Patent Rol l 32 Hen. VI . m. 20. See Appendix to Introducti on.
No. 19x s No. 195 .

Ad ) . 1454.
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him to the King, beseeching Henry to give him a father
’
s

'

I l Kin and
blessing . Henry returnedno answer. The Dake re

“fob-11d
? mamed some tfl e with the child inthe King

’

spre

sence, but could not extract from him the sl ightest

signof intelligence. The Queen then cam e in, and taking the

infant inher arms, resented him to his father, with the same

request that the Dulie had made before her . But al l their efforts

were invain; the King continued dumb , and showed not the

sl ightest perceptionof what they were doing, except that for one

moment only he looked uponthe babe, and then cast down his

eyes again.

1

There were no hopes, therefore, that the King himse lf would
interfere in any way to protect his favourites in the Council .

Everymanfel t it necessary to see to his ownsecu
rity. The Lord Chancellor himself, Cardinal

Kemp, commanded all hisservants to be ready,
with bow and arrows, sword and buckler, cross

bows, and all other habiliments of war, to awai t upon the safe

guard of hisperson. The Duke of Buckingham caused to be

made bends with knots,
—to what intent,

”
said a

cautious observer, men may construe as their wits will give
them .

” Further from the court , of course, the old disturbances

were increased .

“ The Duke of Exeter, inhisownperson, hath

been at Tuxforth beside Doncaster, in the north country, and

there the Lord Egr emont met him,
and the two be sworn

together, and the Duke is come home again. The Earl of

Wil tshire and the Lord Bonvile made proclamat ions in Somer

setshire , offering Sixpence a-day to every man that would serve
them ; and these two noblemen, al ong with the LordsBeaumont,
Poynings, Clifi

'

ord
, and Egremont, were preparing to come up

to Londoneach with as strong a body of followers as he could

possibly muster .

’

The Duke of Yorkand his friends on their side did the same
and it washigh t im e they should, otherwise the machinations of

Somerset would certainly have been their m in. The latter had
Spies inevery great household, who reported to him everything
that could be construed to the disadvantage of his opponents.

Among York
’

s private enem ies, moreover, was
p

e

k
Dui
é
e Of Thomas Thorpe , Speaker of the House of Com o

Thbrp
a

: mons, who was also a Baron of the -Exchequer .

In the former capacity his functions had been for

some t ime suspended ; for Parl iament, which had beenprorogued

to the 12 th November at Reading, only met on that day to be

prorogued again to the nth February, in consequence of the

mortal ity which prevailed in the town. Meanwhile, inMichael ;
mas term, the Duke of York .

took an act ion of t respass against

him in his own Court of Exchequer, and a jury had awarded

No. 195 .
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proceeding to business, demanded of the King and the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal , that their ancient privileges should be

respected, and their Speaker and the other member liberated .

The case was takeninto consideration by the Peers on the fol

lowing day, when it was explained by the Duke of York
’

s

counsel that the Speaker had a few months before gone to the

house of Robert Nevill, B ishop of Durham , and there taken
away certaingoods and chattels belonging to the Duke against

hiswill ; that for this he had been prosecuted inthe Cour t of

Exchequer. as it wasa privilege of that court that its officers in
such cases should not be sued be fore any other tribunal ; that a

jury had found him gui of trespass, and awarded to the Duke

damages o f and 10 costs. Speaker Thorpe had accord

ingly been committed to the Fleet for the fine due to the King.

The proceed ings against him had not been taken during the

sitting of Parliament , and it was urged that if he should be

released by privilege of parliam ent a great wrong would be done

to the Duke. It was a del icate question of constitutional law,

and the Lords desired to have the o inionof the judges. But

the chief justices, after consultationwi&their brethr en, answered,
inthe name of the whole body, that it wasbeyond their province
to determine matters concerning the privilege of parliament ;
“ for this high court of parliament ,

”
they said, is so high and

mighty inhisnature that it may make law, and that that is law

it may make no law ; and the determinationand knowledge of

that privilege belongeth to the Lords of the Parliament, and not

to the Justices.

”
Nevertheless, as to the accustomed mode of

procedure in the lower courts, the Judges remarked that inordi

nary cases of arrest a prisoner was frequently liberated ona wri t

of mperscdear to enable him to attend the parliament ; but no

general wr it of supersti tions, to surcease all processes, could be

allowed ;
“ for if there shoul d be, it should seem that this high

Court of Parliament , that m inistereth all justice and uity,
should let the process of the commonlaw, and so it shoul put

the party complainant without remedy, for so much asactions at

the com
l

monlaw be not determined in th is high Court of Parlia
ment .

”

From this carefully considered re ly it was clear to the Lords
that they were at least nowise boun to interfere inbehalf of the
imprisoned Speaker , unless they considered the liberties of par

l iament likely to be prejudiced by the circumstances of his

part icular case . I t was accordingly .

decided that he should

remain in prison, and that the Commons should be directed to

choose another Speaker . This they did on the following day,
and presented S ir ThomasCharleton to the Lord Chancellor as
their new representative ; who being accepted by that funct ionary
inthename of theKing, bothHousesatonce proceeded tobusiness.

’

l Rollsof Pae msg—mp .
i nns“
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A month later the Commons came before the Duke of York,
as the King s lieutenant, with two very urgent pe titions. The

first related to the defence of Cal ais and the safe

guard of the sea. Notwi thstanding the very liberal Dem“ ° f

rantswhich had already beenvoted by this par
iament, Calais was still in danger, and the sea was still very
insufficiently protected ; insomuch that the Lord Chancellor had
told the House of Commons would be required to

obviate very serious perils. The Commons were very naturally
alarmed ; a modernHouse of Commonswould have been indig
nant also. They had in the preceding year voted no less than
£9 ,300 for Calais, partly for repairsand partly for making jetties,
besidesall the sums voted for the pay of the garrison and the

tonnage and poundage dues, which ought to have been applied

to general purposes of defence . They therefore humbly peti

tioned to be excused from making any further grants; for they
cannot, may not, ne dare not make any mo grants, considered

the poverty and penury that be among the Commons of

this and, for whom they be comen at th is time ; and that this

their excuse might be enacted in this high Court of Parliament .
"

The money already voted was evidently conceived to be some

where, and was considered to be quite sufiicient to do the work
required ; so the Commons were told in reply by my Lord
Chancellor the Cardinal ,

“
that they should have good and com

fortable answer, without any great delay or tarrying.

” l

The second petitionwas that a sad and wise Council
”
m ight

be established ,
“
of the right discreet and wise lords A council t e

and other of this land, to whom all people m ight qmred

have recourse for m inistering justice, equity and righteousness;
whereof they have no knowledge as yet .

”
The Duke of York

was only the king
’
s l ieutenant inParliament . With the assent

of the great council he could prorogue or dissolve it and give the
royal assent to any of itsacts. But the business of the nation

imperatively required that some smaller body of statesmenshould
be entrusted with more general powers. Evenbefore the King

'

s

illness the constitutionof some such body had been promised to

the Parl iament at Reading as a thing contemplated by the King
himself ;

3 and it was now more necessary than ever. The only

problem was how to confer upon it an authority that could not
be disputed .

But while the Lords are taking thispoint into consideration,
we invite the reader’s attentionto a piece of private history.

A few ears before the date at which we have now ar rived, one
Thomas enyes, a trusted servant of the Earl of Thomas

Oxford, seems to have caused his master some Deny“

little inconvenience by fall ing inlove with a lady who resided in

the neighbourhood of Norwich. We regret that we cannot in

3 Rollsof Parl. v. 240.
3 l b. 241 .
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fo rm the reader who she was. All that we know is that her
Christian name was Agnes, which was at that t ime popularly
corru ted into Anneys and frequently confounded with Anne,
and t she was anacquaintance of JohnPastou’

s. With John
Paston, accordingly, the Earl thought it best to communicate,
and in doing so earned for himself the heartfelt gratitude of

Denyesby one of those small but truly graciousactswhich reveal
to us be tter thananything else the secret of the power of Engl ish

ari stocracy. The lady seems not to have givenher admirer any
great encouragement in hissuit. She had property of her own

worth 500 marks, and could have had a husband inNorfolkwith

land of 100 marks value, which was more than Denyes could

o ffer her. But the Earl of Oxford requested JohnPastonto inter
cede with her in behalf of her wooer, promising her that if the
marriage tookeffect the Earl would show himself liberal to them

both. He further o ffered, if it would be any satisfaction to her,
to go himself into Norfolkand visit her. 9
This intercessionwas effectual , and the lady became the wife

of Thomas Denyes. I t wasa triumph both of love and ambition

to apoor dependent ona great Earl . But with increase of weal th,
as othershave found inall ages, Denyes experienced anincrease

of anxiet ies and of business also. A suit inChancery was com

menced against him and hiswife by a gentlemanof the name of

Ingham , who considered himself to have a claim on the lady
’

s

property for a considerable sum of money. Ingham
’

s sonWal ter

wasact ive inprocuring the mopcena. But Denyes, strong, ashe
believed , ina great lord

’

s favour , conceived a plan by which he

might either interrupt the sui t or revenge it on the person of

Wal ter Ingham . On the n th of January r4s4—just about the
time the Queen and Buckingham were making those vain at

tempts to introduce his child to the notice of the unhappy king
when, consequently, it was still uncertain whether York or

Somerset would have the rule, and whenlawless pe rsonsal l over
the country must have fel t that there was more than usual im

munity for bad deeds to be hoped fen—ThomasDenyeswrote a
letter in the name of the Earl of Oxford, to Wal ter Ingham, t equiring hispresence at the Earl

’
smansionat Wivenhoe, inEssex,

on the 13th . This le tter reached Ingham at Dunston inNorfolk,
and he at once set out inobedience to the summons. But as he

was nearing his destination on the 12 th he was

11
”an" Ing

.

‘

waylaid by a party in ambush hired by Denyes,am way lai d.

who beat h im so severely upon the head, legs, and
back that he was maimed for life, and compelled to go on

crutches for the rest of his days. Ingham c omplained of the

outrage to the Lord Chancellor, Card inal Kemp, who sent a

sergeant
-at-arms to arrest Denyes at Lincoln’s Inn; but he at

first refused to obey the arrest . Shortly afterwards, however, he
1 Nos. 97 , 200.
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though he considered himself little bound to Denyes, exce t in
so far ashe had promoted his marriage at the Earl of Ox ord

’
s

solicitation, onthisoccasionstood hisfriend. He wrote a letter to

the Earl urgently interceding for the unhappy wife ; and though

it seems probable, the letter that he first wrote wasnot actually
sent , we may fai rly presume that be e ither devised a second to

the same effect, or used his influence o therwise to the same end .

Certainit is that he made some effort for which Denyswas be

yond measure grateful .
l

The Cardinal is dead and the King is relieved . Such were
the last words of a postscript which Denyes appended to his first
melancholy letter , complaining of his own and his wife

’
s im

risonment. A rumour apparently had been spread that the

ing
’
s heal th was beginning to improve for which, as we

shal l see, there was very l ittle foundation. But it wasperfectly

Death of true that Cardinal Kemp, Archbishop of Canter

Cardinal bury and Chancellor of England, was dead .

Kemp Little as we know, beyond a few broad facts of

whereby to judge his real character and aims, it is
certain that he was an accomplished statesman. A follower

originally of Cardinal Beaufort,—the manwho of all others could

serve two masters, Rome and England, with the least degree of

repugnance , and of whom the best that canbe said, is, that he
never scrupled to betray the former inwhat a peared to be the
interest of the lad en—Kemp was, perhaps, as onest a specimen
of the political churchman as an essentially bad system could

p
roduce . The clergy, however, were reallyneeded asstatesmen;
ew laymenhad the ability, learning or educationto enable them
to do the essential workof the nation and Kemp was one who
had gained for himself, by his own talents, the highest position
to which a subject coul d aspire in England, not only in the

realm but in the Church.

Thus, at a time when the functions of royal ty itself were
suspended, the Chancellor, the official keeper of the King

’
s

conscience, was suddenly takenaway and inhim England also

lost her primate, always one of the most important members of
the Council. The formation of a governing Council was now
more important than ever ; but the most pressing questions
of all were the ap o intment of a new Chancel lor and of

a new A rchbishop. 0 was to take u nhimse lf to nom i

nate either the one or the other ? The Sheen’s modest claim
to be invested with the functions of her husband had not
been listened to by the Lords ; but the powers as yet con

ferred upon the Duke of York, were only to represent the King
inParl iament.

I t wasupon the l gth of March that the Commons had ressed

their petition for the establishment of a Council . ardinal

1 Nos. 200, 204.
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Kemp died onthe 22d. Onthe 23d the Lordsappointed twelve
of their number as a deputation, headed by Deputat ion of
Waynflete, Bishop of Winchester, to ride to Lords to the

Windsor and endeavour, if possible, to lay the state n
of mattersbefore the King. Their instructions were drawnup
insix articles, but only two were to be communicated to the

King if they found him unable to pay attention to what was

said. These two were a mere assurance of anxiety to hear of his

recovery, and that the Lords, under the presidency of the Duke
as his lieutenant, were using their best discretion in the affairs of

the nation. If any response were made to these two ar ticles, the

deputationwas then to tell him of the death of Cardinal Kemp,
and ask to know hispleasure who should be the newArchbishop
and who should be appointed Chancellor . They were to say
that for the security of the Great S eals, (there were at this time

no less than three Great S eals used in the Chancery)l the Lords
had caused them to be produced inPar liament, and after being
seenby al l the Lords, they were enclosed in a coffer sealed by a

number of the Peerspresent, and then laid up in the Treasury.

Finally, they were to asktheKing
’

smind touching the establish

ment of a Council, tell ing him how much it was desired by the

Commons, and suggesting the names of certain Lords and

personswhom it wasthought desirable to appoint asCouncil lors.
A ll these matters, however, were to be communicated only to

the King in the strictest privacy.
’

The deputation returned two daysafter with a report of the
total failure of their mission. They had waited on the King at

Windsor just after he had dined, but could get The King
’
s

from him no answer nor sign that he understood imbeciliw
their message . The bishop of Winchester then told the King
that the Lordshad not dined, and that after they had they would
wait on him again. After dinner accordingly they were again

with him, and tried all they could to elicit an answer ; but the

King was speechless. They then proposed that he should go

into another room, and he was led between two men into his

bedchamber . A third and last effort was then made to rouse

him by every expedient that could be imagined, and when all

else failed , a question was put to him which involved no more
thana sim le yes or no . Was it his H ighness

’

spleasure that

they shoul wait onhim any longer ? A long pause wasallowed
in the hope that any mere physical difficulty might be overcome.

A faint nod, evena shake of the head would have beenregarded

with some degree of satisfaction. But it was all in vain.

They coul d have no answer, word ne sign and therefore wi th
sorrowful hearts, came their way.

’ '3

It was now clear that the highest constitutional authority
resided for the time in the LordsSpiritual and Temporal . The

1 NicolasP rivy Counci l Proceedings, vol. vi . , preface , pp. clxxviii.-ix.

2 Rol lsof Par l . 240—1 . 241 .
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reader, imbued with modernnotions of the power and prest ige

o f the House of Commons, may possibly think that the ir vo tes,
too, should have been consulted in the format ion of a govern
ment. Such a view, however, would be radically erroneous.

The influence which the House of Commonshas in later times

acquired—an influence so great, that , unfortunately for the

nation, we not long ago saw an act passed by the Peersl

notoriously against their own consciences as a body, indeference

to the will of the Lower Chamber, —is a thing not directly re

cognised by the const itut ion, but only due to the control of the

nat ional purse strings. S trictly speaking, the House of Commons

is not a legislative body at all
, but only an engine for vo ting

supplies. The Peers of the realm,
inparl iament or out of parlia

ment , are, according to the constitution, the Sovereign
’

s privi
leged advisers. A king may, no doubt , at any time cal l to him

what other councillors he pleases, and the rerogative of the

Lordsmay lie dormant for a very long perio of t ime but the

Peers of the realm have, individually or in a body, a r ight to

tender their advice upon affairs of state, which belongs to no

o ther members of the community.

On the 2 7th of March therefore—two daysafter the report of

the deputation that had seen the King at Windsor—the Lords
The Duke took the first step towards the establishment of

o f York order and government
,
by electing Richard, Duke

PrOtCCtOY of York as Protector and Defender of the reahn.

The title of Protector essentially impl ied an interim administra

tor during a period whenthe King, by legal or physical incapa

city, was unable to exercise his regal functions in person. A

Protector
’

s tenure of power was therefore always limited by the

cl ause quamdi u Regi placard . It was terminable by the King
himself the moment he found himself able to resume the actual

duties of royal ty. Evena protectorship like that of Humphrey,
Duke ofGloucester, instituted inconsequence of theKing be ing an
infant, was terminated before the royal child was eight years old

by the act o f his coronation. The crowned and anointed infant

became a king indeed, and therefore no longer required the

services of a Protector so from that day, Duke Humphrey had
ceased to wield any authority except that of anordinarymember

of the Council. But indeed, even during his Protectorship, his
powers were greatly circumscribed ; and it had been expressly
decided by the Council that he wasnot competent to erforrnan

act of state without the consent of a majority o the other

Lords. Richard, therefore , knowing that his powers would be

limited, was most anxious that h is responsibility should be
accurately defined, that no one m ight accuse him thereafter of

having exceeded the just limitsof his authority. He delivered
in a paper containing certain articles, of which the first was as
follows

1 The Irish Church Act, 1869 .
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inhabitants, who killed or tookprisoners no less than 500 of
their assailants. ‘ A Council was called to meet at Westminster
on the 6th of May, to take measures for the defence of Calais,

’

the result of which and of fur ther del iberat ions on the subject
was seeninthe appointment of the Duke of York as ea tainor

governor of the town, castle, and marches. This 0 cc was

granted to him by patent on the 18th of July, 3 but he only
agreed to undertake it, ashe had done the Protectorship, subject
to certainexpress conditions to which he obtained the assent of
the Lords in Parliament . Among these was one stipulation
touching his remuneration, in which he affirms that he had
served the King formerly at hisown cost inthe important offices
he had filled inFrance and in Ireland, so that owing to non ay
ment of his salary, he had been obliged to sell part 0 his
inheritance and pawnplate and jewels which were st ill unre
deemed .

‘ A very different sort of governor this from the
avar icious Somerset
Meanwhile other changeshad beenmade inthe administration.

Onthe 2d of April,
—the day before the Duke

’

s appointment as

D
'

t ba
Protector—the Great Seal had been given to

in
l

it gr Richard Nevil], Earl of Salisbury, asChance llor
and to prevent any renewal of disturbances in the

north by the Earl
’
s former opponent Lord Egremont, his father,

the Earl of Northumberland, wassummoned before the Council.
But before the day came which was given him to make his

appearance, newsarrived that Lord Egremont had al ready been
making large assemblies and issuing proclamations of rebell ion,
inconcert with the Duke of Exeter. To restore tran uill ity, it

was thought roper that the Duke of Yorkshould go downinto
Yorkshire, w ere he no sooner made his appearance than his

presence seems to have put an end to all disturbances. The

Duke of Exeter disappeared from the scene and was reported to

have gone up secretly to London ; but the adherents of Lord
Egremont continued to give some trouble in Westmoreland.

Thither the Duke of Yorkaccord
'

ly received orders from the

Council to proceed ; but he robab y found it unnecessary, for
on the 8th of June it is stat that he intended remaining about

York till after the 20th . Every appearance of disturbance seems
to have been quelled with ease ; and a number of the Justices
having been sent into Yorkshire for the punishm ent of past

o ffences, the Protector was able to return to London in the

beginning of July.
“

I t was at this time that the two eldest sons of the Duke of

York, Edward, Earl of March, and Edmund, Earl ofRutland, who
were of the ages of twelve and eleven respectively, addressed the
following interesting lett er to their father z

“

No . 206 . N icolas’ Privy Council Proceedings, vi. 1 74.

Carte
'

sGasconand French Rolls. Rolls of Par l . v. 9 5 2 .

5 Nico las’ Privy Council Proceed ings,
vi . 1 78, 193—7 . Nos. 206 , 208 .

P rinted from the original inMS . ott. Vespasian, F. xiii. fol. 35 .
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and m gkty P r ince, our e most worsclrzyfid l and
and odor , tite D uke of Yorke, P rotector and

R ght hiegh and m ghty Prince , oure most worschipfull and gre te ly
redou ted lorde and Fad)er , inas lowely wyse as any sonnes conor may we
recomaunde usnu to youre good lordeschip. And plaese hi t youre hi egh
nesse to witte that we have rece ed youre worschipful le t tresyesturday b
our se rvaunt Wi ll iam Cle ton, g yng date at Yorke the xxix day of Mai] ,
by the whiche William and by the re lacionof JohnM ilewatier we conceyve

your worschipfull and victoriusspede ageinest your enemyse , to ther re te

shame , and to us the most comfor table tydinges that we desired to ere .

Where of we thonke Almyghty God of hisye ftes, beseching Hym he rte ly to

geve yowe that grace and cot idian for tune here aftur to knowe our enemyse
and to have the victory of them . And yef hit plaese your hieghnesse to
knowe of oure wilfare , at the makyng of this le ttre we were in ood he lith of

bod is, thonked be God ; beseching y our good and iouse ade rhode of

youre daily blessing . And where ye comaunde us y your said le ttres to
at tende specialy to oure lernyng m our yong age that schulde cause usto growe
to honour and worschip inour o lde age , P lease hit youre hieghnesse to witte
that we have at tended owre lernyng sith we come heder, and schall here
aftur ; by the whiche we trust to God youre graciouse lordeschi and good
Fadurhode schal l be plaesid. Also we beseche your good lordesc

'

p that hi t

may plaese yowe to sende us Harry Lovedeyne , grome of our kechyn,
whos service is to us t agreable and we wil l sende yow ohnBoyes to

way tc on your e lg
oo? ordeschip. Ryght hiegh and myghty Prince , our

most worschipfu and gretely redoubted lorde and Fade r , We bese che

Alm ghty God y eve yowe asgood lyfe and long as youre owne Prince ly her t
oonbest desire. Writenat your Castill of Lode lowe the iij day of June .

Youre humble sonnes,
E . Mart ens.

E. RUTLOND.

”

Soonafter the Duke had returned to Londonhispresence was
required at a great council summoned for the 18th of July, to
consider the exped iency of liberating on bail hisgreat rival and
rsonal enemy, the Duke of Somerset , who had

eennow sevenmonths in prison. On thispoint a?
" Du
k
e ° f

Yorkhad only one piece of advice to offer, which
meme

was, that as he had beencomm itted to custody uponsuspicionof

treason, the opinionof the judges should be takenbefore he was

released from confinement . That he had remained so long
without a trial wasnot unnatural, considering the nature of the

times. It was a bold step indeed to try him at al l, while there

was a chance of the weak-minded King
’
s recovery but this

step was certainly resolved on. The 28th of October was the

day a pointed for his trial and the Duke of No rfolk, who,
aswei ave seen, had been the first to move the capital charge
against him , wasordered by that day to be ready to produce his

roofs. Meanwhile the lords concurred that it was clearly inex

ped ieut to let him go, especially as the number of lordsassembled

was not so great as it should have been on the occasion; and

the opinionof the Duke of Yorkwasnot only agreed to, but at

his request wasput onrecord .

1

S ix days later it wasagreed at another meeting of the Council
1 Nicolas Privy Council Proce edings, vi. 207 .
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that the Duke of York should return into the north with the
Duke of Exeter inhis custod whom he was to confine in the

castle of Pomfret as a state prisoner .

l

By these decisive steps the authority of the Duke of Yorkwas
at length secured on something like a stable foo t ing . During
the remainder of his protectorate there could no longer be a

doubt to whose handspower was committed ; and England, at
last, had the blessing of real gover nment , able and vigorous, but
at the same time moderate . The resolut ions of the Council soon

became known to the public. As for t idings,
”
wrote William

Paston to hisbrother inNorfolk, my lord of Yorkhath taken
my lord of Exeter into his award . The Duke of Somerset isstill
in prison, inworse case than he was.

” William Pastonwrote
inhaste but these were two matters of public importance to be
mentioned before all private affairs whatever } And yet the

private affairsof which he wrote in the sam e letter will not be

without interest evento the readersof thisintroduction. William
Pastonnow reported to his brother that Sir John

gi g
'

tffjg
’

ég Fastolf was about to take his journey into Norfolk

inNorfolk,
within a few days, and proposed to take up his

residence at Caister. Hisgoing thither must have
been regarded as an event not only in the neighbourhood of

Yarmouth but even in the city of Norwich. At all eventsit was
highly important to John Paston, whose advice the old knight
valued ‘

in many matters. He saith,
”
wrote William Paston

to his brother, ye are the heart iest kinsmanand friend that he

knoweth. He would have you at Mauteby
3 dwell ing .

"
This

must have beenwritten in the latter part of July. S ir John did
not actually go into Norfolkquite so soon as he intended ; but

he appears to have beenthere by the beginning of S eptember.
‘

There inh iscompleted castle of Caister he had at length taken

up his abode, to spend the evening of hisdaysin the place of his

birth , and onthe inheritance of hisancestors. There during the

next five yearshe s ent his t ime, counting over the items of a

number of unsettled
)

claims he had against the crown,
5
and

meditating also, it would seem, onanother account he had with

Heaven. For the latter the foundationof a college
6
or religious

endowment, inwhich were to be maintained sevenpriests and
sevenpoor folk”

at Caister , might possibly liquidate his debts.
But in his transactions with his fellowmen he was certainly for

the most part a creditor, and by no means one of the most

generous. Instanceswi ll be found in his letters inabundance

1 Nicolas P rivy Counci l Proceedings, vi. 2 17 , 2 1 8.

2 No . 211 .

0

3 The manor of Mauteby, which came to John Pastonby hismarriage,
wasonly three m iles distant fr om Caister .

4 No . 216 .

Nos. 263 . 264.

Nos. 290, 300, 301, 332, 333, 334.
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hispatron.

l Later inl ife he wrote a bookof annals, which is an

important historical authority for the period. I t seems to have
beenabout a year before his master

’

sdeath that he set himself

assiduously to learn French, under the tuition of a Lombard
named Carol l Giles.

2 From this instructor he had purchased

several books, and Henry Windsor suspected he had runhimself

into debt in consequence . He had fairly owned toWindsor “ he

would be as glad and as fain of a good book of French or of

poetry, asmy master Fastolf would be to purchase a fair manor.
"

ThisFrench zeal appears to have excited the contempt of some

o f hisacquaintances—among othersof Friar Brackley, who nick
named him ColinusGallicus.

3 But he had a special object in
view inwhich aknowledge of this language was important ; for

he had beg untranslating, at Fastol f
’
s request, from aFrench ver

sion, Cicero
’

s treatise dc Senectute. Thiswork appears to have
been left on his hands at S ir JohnFastolf’s death

, and on the

roth of August 1473 he presented it to his patron
’
s old friend,

B ishopWaynflete, at Esher . Sed nul lum regardum recepi de

episcopo
”

(but I received no reward from the bishop), is his
melancholy comment onthe occasion.

‘ The workwasultimately

printed by Caxton in 1481 . Worcester was an assiduous col

lector of informationon topicsof every description, and anumber
of his commonplace books remain at this day. But like many
menof letters after him, he found that industry of thissort may
look in vain for any reward beyond the satisfaction of gratified
curiosity .

”

Along with the announcement that S ir JohnFastolf was about
to go into Norfolk, William Pastoninformed hisbrother that the
old knight

’
s step

-son, S tephen Scro e, would reside at Caister

along with him . 0 this S tephen Scrope our

Le tters make not unfrequent mention; but the

leading facts of his history are obtained from other

sources. He was the son of S ir S tephen Scrope , by his wife
Lady Milicent, who married Fastolf after her husband

’
s death

“

.

A t the time of thissecond marriage of hismother, young Scrope

wasabout ten or twelve years of age, and being he ir to a con

siderable property, his stepfather had the management of his

affairs duung his minority. Bitterly did he complain in after

years of the manner inwhich S ir Johnhad discharged the trust.
According to the unfeeling, mercenary fashion in which such

matterswere thenmanaged , Fastolf sold hiswardship to Chief
Justice Gascoigne for 500 marks; “

through the which sale,
wrote Scrope at a later date, I took sickness that kept me a

13 or 14 years[en]suing ; whereby I am d isfigured inmy person

S te l la: versificatz pro anno 1 440 ad instantiam J . Fastolfe militis.

”

MS . Laud . , B . 2 3 (according to the old pressmark. )
3 Le tte r 318 .

3 Le t ter 331 .
4 It in. 368 .

5 Tanne r’sB z
'

blt
'

ot/wca See also a notice of WilliamWorcester inRetro

spective R ev iew, Second Series, ii . 45 1—4.
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and shall be whilst I live. Gascoigne held this wardship for

three years, and by right of it intended to mar ry Scrope to one

of his owndaughters; but as the young Iad
’

s friends thought the

match unequal to his fortune, Fastolf bought the wardship back
again.

1 S tephen Scrope, however, when he grew up, was not

more grateful for the redemption than for the original sale of

his person. He bought me and sold me as a beast,
”

(so he
writes of Sir JohnFastolf, ) “

against all r ight and law, to m ine

hurt more than marks.

”
Inconsequence of the stinginess

of his stepfather he was obliged, on coming of age, to sell a

manor which waspar t of his inheritance and take service with
HumphreyDuke of Gloucester inFrance ; bywhom , according to

his ownaccount, he had some hope of obtaining restitution of

the lordshi of the Isle of Man, which had belonged to hisuncle

the Earl ot
P
Wiltshire inthe days of Richard II . But S ir John

Fastolf got him to give up his engagement with the Duke and

serve with himself, which he did for several years, to the satis
factionof both parties. Afterwards, however , on some dispute

arising, Scrope returned to England, when S ir John sent home

word that he must pay for hismeat and drink. To do this he

was driven to contract a marriage which, by hisown account,
was not the most advantageous for himself ; and hisstepfather,
instead of showing him any compassion, brought an action

against him by which he was deprived of all the little property
that h iswife had brought him .

2

Of this first wi fe of S tephenScrope we know nothing,3 except
that she died and left him a daughter some yearsbefore we find

any mentionof him in the Pastoncorrespondence . Hisnecessi
t iesnow compelled him to resort to the same evil system of bar

gaining in flesh and blood of wh ich he had complained in his

owncase . For very need, " he writes, I was fain to sell a

little daughter 1 have for much less thanI should have done by
possibility,

”—a considerable point in his complaint being evi

dently the lowness of the price he got for h1s ownchild. It

seems that he disposed of her wardship to a knight
‘ whose

name does not appear ; but the terms of the contract became

matter of interest some time afterwards to JohnPastonand his

mother, when Scrope who, besides be ing disfigured inperson,
was probably not far from fifty years of age, made an offer

1 No. 72.

2 Scrope
’

s History of the Manor o f Cast le Combe , pp. 264
—283 . The

MSS. former ly at Castle Combe , to which Mr . Scrope re fers in this work,
have since beenpresented by him andMr. Lowndes, the present lord of the

manor , to the Bri t ish Museum. One of them we have reprinted inNo. 7 2.

3 She isnot unlike ly to have be enthe lad mentioned in No . 72, Fau
couet

’

sdaughter of London, that Sir Reynold Cobham had wedded.

" This
I find need not have be en, as I have stated in a footnote , the widow of S ir

Reg inald Cobham of S terborough, who died in 1446 : for there was anearl ier
Sir Reginald Cobham whose Wi dow E lizabe th was married toWilliam Clif
ford as ear ly as (Inquisitions f or t mor tem ,

1 6 Hen. VI . No.

i
t )

Thus there is the ess difficulty in at tributing Le t te r 72 to a much ear ie r

date than that assigned to it by the endorsement .
4 Le t ter 7 1 .
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for the hand of Pastou
’

s sister Elizabeth, a girl of about

twenty . The proposed match did not take effect ; but it was

for some t ime seriously entert ained . Agnes Pastonwrites that

she found the oung lady hersel f
“ never so willing to none as

she is to him, i it be so that his land stand clear.
” 1 The reader

will perhaps think from this expression that the young lady had

been pretty early taught the importance of considering worldly

prospects; but there were other motives which not improbably
helped to influence her judgment . She was never inso great
sorrow as she is now-a-days,

”

wrote Elizabeth Clere to John
Paston, as a reasonfor concluding the matter at once wi th Scrope

if no more desirable suitor presented himself. Her mother

would not allow her to see any visitor, and was suspicious even
of her intercourse with the servants of her ownhouse . And

she hath since Easter the most part beenbeatenonce inthe week

or twice, and sometimestwice inone day, and her head brokenin

two or three places.

” 2 Such was the rough domestic discipline

to which evengirls inthose dayswere occasionally subjected !
Some years certainly elapsed after this before either S tephen

Scrope found a wife or Elizabeth Pastonahusband . The former

ultimately married Joan, the daughter of Richard Bingham ,

judge of the King
’

s Bench ; the latter was married to Robert

Poynings, whom we have already had occasionto notice as an

al ly of JackCade in 1450, and a ringleader inother movements
a few years later . Thissecond marriage appears to have taken
place about New Year’s day 1459 ;

3 before which t ime we find

various other proposals for her hand besides that of Scrope .

‘

Among these it may be noted that Edmund Lord Grey of Hast

ingswrote to her brother to say that he knew a gentleman with

property worth 300 marks a-

year to whom she might be

disposed of. No doubt, as insimilar cases, this gentlemanwas

a ward inChancery, whose own opinion was the very last that
was consulted as to the lady to whom he should be united.

But it is time that we return to the current of public afi
'

airs. 5

A t Christmas, to the great joy of the nation, the King began
The King

’
s to recover from hispainful illness. He woke up,

recove ry as it were , from a long sleep, So decidedly had

he regained hisfaculties, that onS t . John’s day, (27th December)
he commanded hisalmoner to ride to Canterbury with ano ffer

ing, and his secretary to present another at the shrine of S t.

Edward . Onthe following Monday, the 3oth, the Queencame
to him and brought with her the infant prince, for whom nearly
1 No . 70.

9 No . 71 .
3 See No. 322. Nos. 196 , 209 , 210.

5 We on ht not to leave unnoticed one fact inthe re lations of Scrope andFastolf which is much more creditable to bo th of them than the disputes
above menti oned. In the y ear 1 450, Scrope translated from the French and
dedicated to Sir John, “

for his contemplation and solace ,” a workenti t led
:
‘
Ditz de Philosophius

”
Sa ingsof Philosophers of which the original MS .

IS now in the Har leian ol ect ion, No. 2 266 . t Fastolf was a real lover
of li terature, and encouraged li terary tastes in those about him, there canbe
no questi on.
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among who mwere the Protector
’

s friend, the Earl of Salisbury,
Lord Chancellor, the Earl of Worcester , Treasurer of England,
and the King

’

s half-brother, the Earl of Pembroke . His
accuser, the Duke of Norfolk, was absent , probably not without

a reason. In presence of the assembled lords, Somerset then

declared that he had been imprisoned without a cause and

confined inthe Tower of Londonone whole year and more than

tenweeks over, and had only been liberated onbail on the 7th

of February. So, as he declared there was no charge made

against him for which he deserved to be confined , he besought
the King that hissuretiesm ight be discharged offering, if any
one would accuse him o fanything contrary to hisall egiance, that

he would be ready at all times to answer according to law and

l ike a true knight . Hisprotestations of loyalty were at once

accepted by the King, who thereupon declared that he knew

Somerse t the Duke to be his true and faithful l iegeman,
re leased. and wished it to be understood that he so reputed

him. After this, the mouthsof al l adversaries were of course

sealed up. The Duke
’
sbail were discharged. H is character

was cleared from every insinuation of disloyalty ; and whateverquestions might remain between him and the Duke of York
were referred to the arbitration of eight o ther lords, whose

judgment both part ies were bound over in recognizances of

marks, that they would abiden
The significance of all this could not be doubtful. The King

’
s

recovery had put an end to the Duke of York
’
spower as Pro

tector, and he was determined to be guided once more by the

counsels of the Queenand Somerset. On the 6th March, York

was deprived of the government of Calaiswhich he had under

takenby indenture for sevenyears. On the 7th, the Great Seal
was taken from the Earl of Salisbury and given to Thomas

Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury. These changes, or at

least the former, rom ised l ittle good to the country ; and in

the beginning of li'fay we not only find that Calais stood again

in imminent danger of siege,
3 but that considerable fears were

entertained of an invasionof England.
‘ But to the Duke of

York they gave cause for personal apprehension. Notwi thstand

ing the speciousappo intment of a tribunal to sett le the controversy
betweenhim and Somerset , it was utterly impossible for him to

expect anything like anequitable adjustment . A council was

cal led at Westminster in the old exclusive Spirit, neither York
nor any of his friends being summoned to attend it . A great

council was then arranged to meet at Le icester long before the

day onwhich judgment was to be givenby the arbitrators and

it was feared both byYorkand his friends, the Earlsof Sal isbury

R r 62 , 3 Im
Coungi l P roceedings, v1 2 34

—8.
b 363’

IOn 0 Patent Roll ,, 3
31
H en. VI . p. 2 , (L, is a commission dated

sth May, for keeping wat onthe coast of Kent against invasion.
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and Warwi ck, that if they ventured to appear there they would

find themselvesentrapped. The ostensible ground of the calling
o f that council was to provide for the surety of the King

’
s

person from which it was fairly to be conjectured that a

suspicion of treason was to be insinuated against persons who

were too deservedly popular to be arrested in London with

safety to the Government . 1

Yorkhad by this t ime retired into the north, and uniting with

Salisbury and Warwick, it was determined by all

three that the cause assigned for the calling of the

Council justified them inseeking the King
’

s pre

sence with a strong body of followers. On the

20th May they arrived at Royston, and from thence addressed

a let ter to Archbishop Bourchier, as Chancellor, inwhich they
not only repudiated all intent ionof disloyal ty, but declared that ,
as the Council wassummoned for the surety of the King

’

sperson,
they had brought with them a company of armed followers ex

pressly for his protection. If any real danger was to be appre
o

hended they were come to do him service ; but if their own

personal enemieswere abusing their influence with the King to

inspire him with causeless distrust, they were determ ined to re

move unjust suspicions, and rel ied on their armed companies for

protection to themselves. Meanwhile they requested the arch

bishop
’
s intercessionto explainto Henry the true motivesof their

conduct. 3

Next day they marched on to Ware ,

‘

and there penned anad

dress to the King himself, of which copies seem to have been
diffused , either at the time or very shortly afterwards, injustifica
t ionof their proceedings. One of these came to the hands o f

JohnPaston, and the reader may consequently peruse the memo
r ial for himself in this volume .

8 Init , aswill be seen, Yorkand

his friends againmade the most urgent protest of their good in

tent, and complained grievously of the unfair proceedings of their
enemies inexcluding them from the royal presence and poisonin
the King

’

smind with doubtsof their al legiance. They declared
that they had no other intent inseeking the King

’

spresence than

to prove themselveshis true liegemen by doing him all the ser

vice in their power ; and they referred him further to a copy of

their letter to the archbishop, which they thought it well to for

ward along with the ir memorial , as they had not been informed
that he had shownits contents to the IGri

'g]
.

ln po int of fact, neither the letter to e archbishop nor the
memorial to the King himself were allowed to come to Henry

’

s

hands. The archbishop, indeed , had done his 1duty, and

on receipt of the letter to himself had sent it on, with all

1 Rolls of Par l . , v. 280—4 .
9 l b.

3 No. 238 . The expression
“ Vadatur J. printed in italicsat the be

ginning of the le t te r, and which Fennspeaks of ina foo tnote as the dirce

tion,
”

I suspect to be anendorsement , perhaps re ferr ing to some othe r mat ter .
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haste, to Kilbum , where his m er overtook the King on

his way nor thwards from London. ut the man was not ad

mitted into the royal presence ; for the Duke of Somerset and

his friends were determined the Yorkists should not be heard,
that their advance might wear as much as possible the aspect

o f a rebell ion. York and his allies accordingly marched on
from Ware to S t. Albans, where they arrived at an early hour

on the morning of the 22d. Meanwhile the King, who had left
London the day before, accompanied by the Dukes of Bucking
ham and Somerset, hishalf-brother, Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pem
broke, the Earls of Northumberland, Devonshire, S tafford,
Dorset, and Wiltshire, and a number of other lords, knights, and

gentlemen, amounting inall to upwards of 2000, arrived at the

very same place just before them, having rested at Watford the

previousnight. Anticipating the approach of the Duke of York,
the King and his friends occupied the suburb of S t . Peter’s,
which lay on that side of the town by which the Duke must

necessarily come. The latter accordingly, with the Earls of

Salisbury and Warwick, drew up their forces in the Keyfield,
outside the barriers of the town. From seven in the morning
t ill near ten o

’

clock the two hosts remained facing each other

w ithout a blow being struck; during which time the Duke and

the two Earls, still endeavouring to obtaina peaceful intervi ew
with the King, petit ioned to have ananswer to their memorial of

the preceding day. They were told inreply that it had not been

received by the King, onwhich they made new and more urgent

representations. A t first, it would seem, they demanded access

to the royal presence to declare and justify their true intentions;
but when this could not be obtained, they made a stil l more oh

noxious request. They insisted that cer tainpersonswhom they
would accuse of treasonshould be delivered into their hands, t e
minding the King, as respectfully as the fact could be alluded to ,
that past experience would not permit them to trust to a mere

promise onhispart that a traitor should be kept inconfinement . l

For the answer made to thisdemand, and for the details of the

battle which ensued, we may aswell refer the reader to the very
curious paper (No. 239 ) from which we have al ready derived
most o f the above particulars. We are not here writing the his

tory of the times, and it may be sufiicient for us to say that York

and his friendswere completely victorious. The

235253
S t '

action lasted only half
-an-hour. The Duke of

Somerset was slain
, and with him the Earl of

Northumberland, Lords Clifford and Clinton, with about 400

ersons of inferior rank, as the numbers were at first reported .

is, however, seems to have beenanover-estimate.

2 The King
himself was wounded by an arrow in the neck, and, after the

1 No . 239 . Rollsof Par l . v. 281-2 .

3 ohnCrane , wr iting from Lambe th onWhitsunday, three daysaft er the
be e, sa 5 ,

“
at most six score .

”
No . 241 . Another authori ty says

“
60

pe rsons0 gent lemenand other .” English Chronicle , ed. Davies, p. 73 .
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the river amply furnished with weapons. Proclamations, how
'

ever, were presently issued against bearing arms. The parlia

ment, at last, laid the whole blame of the encounter upon the

deceased Duke of Somerset, and the courtiers Thorpe and

Joseph ; and by an act which received the royal assent , it was
declared that the Duke of York and his friends had acted the

part of good and faithful subjects. To the which bill,
”
said

Henry Windsor in a letter to his friends Booking and Wor

cester,
“ many a man grudged full sore now it ispast ;

”
but he

requested them to burna communication full of such uncom

fortable matter to comment uponas the quarrels and heartburn
ings of Lo rds. 1
But with whatever grudge it may have been that Parliament

condoned the acts of the Yorkists, it seems not

to have beenwithout some degree of pressure that
the Duke and his allies obtained a parliament so

much after their ownm inds. Here, for instance,
we have the Duchess of Norfolk wr iting to JohnPaston, just
before the election, that it was thought necessary

“
that my lord

have at this t ime in the parliament such persons as long unto

h im and be of his menial servantsf!) on whi ch account she

requests his vote and influence in favour of John Howard and

S ir Roger Chamberlain.

2 The applicat ion could scarcely have
beenagreeable to the person to whom it was addressed ; for it

seems that John Paston himself had on this occasion some

thought of coming forward as a candi date for Norfolk. Excep
tionwas taken to John Howard, one of the Duke

’
s nominees,

(who, about eight and twenty years later, was created Duke of

Norfolk himself, and was the ancestor of the present ducal

family), on the ground that he possessed no lands within the

county ;
3
and at the nominationthe namesof Berney, Grey, and

Paston, were received with greater favour .

‘ JohnJenney thought
it “

anevil precedent for the shire that a strange manshould be

chosen, and no worship to my lord of York nor to my lord of

Norfolk to write for him ; for if the gentlemenof the shire will

suffer such inconvenience, in good faith the shire shall not be

called of such worsh ip as it hath been.

” So unpopular , infact,
was Howard

’
s candidature that the Duke of Norfolkwas half

persuaded to give him up, declaring, that since his return was

objected to he would wr ite to the under sheriff that the shire

should have free election, provided they did not choose S ir

Thomas Tuddenham or any of the old adherents of the Duke of

Suffolk. And so , for a t ime it seemed as if free electionwould

be allowed. The under sheriff evenventured to write to John
Paston that he meant to return his name and that of Master

Grey ;
“ nevertheless, he added significantly, I have a

master. Howard appeared to be savage with d isappointment.

3 No. 25 3 .

2 No. 244. Nos. 249, 250.

4 No . 247 .
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He was aswode
”

(zi t . mad), wrote JohnJenney, as a wild

bullock. But inthe end it appeared he had no need to be ex

asperated, for when the poll came to be taken, he and the other

nominee of the Duke of Norfolkwere found to have gained the

day.

1

Besides the act of indemnity for the Duke of York and his

partisans, and a new oath o f allegiance being swornto by the

Lords
,
little was done at this meeting of the Parliament. On

the 3 Ist July it was prorogued, to meet again upon the 12th

November. But inthe interval another complicat ionhad arisen.

The King, who seemsto have suffered inhealth from the severe
shock that he must have received by the battle of S t . Albans,2
had felt thenecessity of retirement to recover his composure, and
had withdrawnbefore the meeting of Par liament to Hertford ; at

which t ime the Duke of York, inorder to be near him, took up
his quarters at the Fr iars at Ware.

a He was well, or at all

events well enough to open Parliament in person on the 9th

July ; but shortly afterwardshe retired to Hertford again, where

according to the dat esof hisPrivy Seals, I find that he remained

during August and September. Inthe month of

October following he was still there, and it was

reported that he had fallensickof hisold infirmity ;—which proved to be too true.

‘

Altogether matters looked gloomy enough. Change of

m inistry by force of arms, whatever might be said for it, was
not a thing to win the confidence ei ther of King or people .

There were propheciesbruited about that another battle would

take place before St . Andrew
’

s day
—the greatest that had

been since the battle of Shrewsbury in the days of Henry
IV. One Dr. Green ventured to pred ict it in detail . The

scene of the conflict was to be between the B ishop of Sal is

bury
’

s Inn and Westm inster Bars, and three bishops and four

temporal lords were to be among the slain. The Londoners
were spared this exci tement ; but from the country there came

news of a party outrage comm itted by the eldest

sonof the Earl of Devonshire, ona dependent of

the Lord Bonvile, and the west of England seems
c e

to have beendisturbed for some time aft erwar ds. 5 From a local

MS . chronicle cited by Holinshed , it appears that a regular

itched battle took place between the two noblemen onClist

eath , about two miles from Exeter
,
in which Lord Bonvile,

having gained the victory, entered triumphantly into the city.

A modernhistorianof Exeter, however, seems to have read the
MS . differently, and tells us that Lord Bonvile was driven into
the city by defeat .

o However this may be, the Earl of Devon
No. 250.

2 See R er , xi . 366.
3 No. 243 4 No . 25 7 .

5 No . 25 7 . See also a rief account of the same affai r
,
inW. Worcester

'

s

l tine p . 1 14.
3 je 5

’

History of Exeter, p. 78.
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shire did not allow the matter to rest. Accompanied by a large
body of retainers,

—no less
,
it isstated, than800 horse and

foot ,—~ he attacked the Deanand Canons of Exeter, made several
of the latter prisoners, and robbed the cathedral }

That one out of the number of those great lordswho had been
attached to the government of the Queen and the Duke of

Somerset should thushave abused his local influence, was pretty
much what m ight have beenexpected at such a. juncture . But

the e ffect was only to strengthen the handsof Yorkwhenparlia

ment met again i nNovember. The situation was now once

more what it had been in the beginning of the previousyear .

The day before parliament met , the Duke of York obtained a

commission to act as the King
’

s lieutenant on its assembl ing :

The warrant for the issuing of this commissionwas signed by no

less than thirty
-nine Lords of the Council. The Houses then

met under the presidency of the Duke .
8 The Commons sent a

deputation to the Upper House, to pet it ion the Lords that they
would be good means to the King

’

sH ighness
”
for the appoint

ment of some person to undertake the defence of the realm and

the repressing of disorders. But for some days this request re
mained unanswered. The appeal was renewed by the Commons

a second t ime, and again a third time, with an intimation that

no other businesswould be attended to till it wasanswered . On

the second occasion the Lordsnamed the Duke of YorkProtec
tor, but he desired that they would excuse him

,
and elect some

other. The Lords, however, declined to alter their choice, and

the Duke at last agreed to accept the office , on
certain specific conditions which experience had

taught h im to make still more definite for his own
protectionthan those onwhich he had before insisted. Among
o ther things it wasnow agreed that the Protectorship should not

againbe terminated by the mere fact of the King
’

s recovery but

that whenthe King should be ina position to exercise his func

tions, the Protector should be discharged of hisoffice in Parlia

ment
,
by the advice of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal . ‘

On the l gth of November, accordingly, York was formally
appointed Protector for the second t ime. Three daysafterwards

the King, at Westminster, whose infirmi ty onthis occasioncould
scarcely have amounted to absolute loss of his facult ies, com

mitted the entire government of the kingdom to his council,
merely desiring that they would inform him of anything they
might thinkfit to determine touching the honour and surety of

1 Rol ls of Parl . , v. 285 . I t may be observed that the bishopric was at this
t ime vacant , and the dean, whose name wasJohnHals, had re ceived a papal
provisionto be the new bishop, but was forced to re linquish it in favour of
George Nevil l, son of the Ear l of Salisbu a young mano f only three and

twenty years of age . Godwinde Pra sul
r

i

-

bus. Le Neve ’

s Fast i . N icolas’
Pr i Council P roce edings, v i. 265 .

9 Rol lsof Par l . , v. 285 .

8

"

Privy Council Proceed ings, v i. 262 .

4 Rol ls of Par l . , v. 285 —7 .
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deliberations.

1 The finances of the kingdom were placed, if not
ina sound, at least inamore hopeful condit ion thanbefore ; and

Parl iament and the Protector were both dismissed, without,
apparently, the sl ightest provisionbeing made for the future con
duct of affairs. Government infact seems almost to have fallen
into abeyance . There is a most striking blank in the records

of the Privy Council from the end of January 1456, to the end of

November 1457 . That some councils were held during this

period we know from other evidences but with the exception

o f one single occasion, when it was necess to issue a commis

sion for the trial of insurgents in Kent ,
8 t ere is not a single

record le ft to tell uswhat was done at them .

Yet the machine of state still moved , no one could tell exactly
how. Acts were done in the King

’
sname if not real ly and truly

by the King, and by the sheer necessity of the case Yorkappears
to have had the ordering of al l things. But hisauthor ity hung
by a thread . H is acts were wi thout the sl ightest legal validi ty
except inso far as they might be considered ashaving the sanc

tion of the King ; and inwhatever way that sanctionmay or

may not have been expressed, there was no security that it

would not afterwards be withdrawnand disavowed .

And so indeed it happened at this time ina matter that con

cerned deeply the honour of the whole country. The out

break of civil war had provoked the interference of an enemy
of whom Englishmen were always peculiarly intolerant . The

Duke of Somerset slain at S t. Alban
’
swas uncle

to James II. , the reigning King of Scotland, who

is said to have resented his death, on the ground

of consanguini ty. In less thansix weeksafter the bat tle,
‘

the

King of S cotswith the red face,
”
ashe iscalled ina contempor

ary chronicle, laid siege to Berwick both by water and land.

But the Bishop of Durham, the Earl of Northumberland, and

other Lords of the Mar ches, took prompt measures for the relief

of the town, and soonassembled such a force as to compel James
not only to quit the siege but to leave all his ordnance and

victuals behind him .

‘ How matters stood be tween the two

countries during the next ten months we have no precise

information; but it is clear that England, al though the

injured party, could not have been anxious to tum the

occasion into one of open rupture. Peace still continued to be

preserved till, on the roth of May 1456, Jameswrote to the King
of England by Lyonherald, declaring that the truce of 1453 was
1 l b . 300 . A more sweeping bil l for thispurpose , which was rejected by

the Lords, states that the revenue was so encumbe red that the charge of

every sheriff insubstance exceede th so far the receipt of the revenues thereof
due and leviable to y ou the king), that no pe rsonof goodwi l l dare take
uponhim to be sheriff inan shir e, for the most par ty , in this land. l b. 328.

A dditional il lustrations of '

s fac t wil l be found in Nicolas'

P rivy '

Council

Proceedings vi . 263-4, 27 2-3, and Preface lxxv-vi .
1 Nos. 285 , 295 , 298 .

3 Privy Counci l P roceedings, vi . 287 .

Chronicle inLambe thMS . 309 : Privy Council Proceedings, vi . 248-9.
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injurious to hiski ngdom , and that unlessmo re favourable con

ditionswere conceded to him,
he would have recourse to arms.

1

A message more calculated to fire the spi rit of the English nat ion

it would have beenim '

ble for James to write nevertheless,
owing ei ther to H 8 love of peace, or to his lackof advisers
after his own mind, it was not til l the 26th of July, that an

yanswer was returned to it. On that day the Duke of Yor

obtained, or took, the liberty of replying inHenry
’

sname . To

the insolence of the King of Scots, he opposed all the haughti

ness that m ight have been expected from the most warlike of

Henry
’

sancestors. Insisting to the fullest extent onthose claims
of feudal superiority which England never had abandoned and

Scotland never had acknowledged, he told James that hisconduct
wasmere insolence and treason ina vassal against his lord that

it inspired not the slightest dread but only contempt onthe part

of England and that measureswould be speedily takento punish

hispresumption.
’

A month later the Duke of Yorkaddressed a letter to James
in his own name, declaring that as he understood the Scotch

King had entered England , he purposed to go and mee t him.

He at the same time reproached Jameswi th conduct unworthy of

one who was “
called a mighty Prince and a courageousknight

”

inmaking daily forays and suddenly retiring again.

“ The end of

this expedition we do not know ; but we know that not long
afterwardsHenry changed hispolicy. The letter wri t tenby the
Duke of York inthe King

’
sname was regularly enrolled onthe

S cotch Roll among the recordsof Chancery but to it was pre

fixed a note on the King
’
s behalf , disclaiming responsibility for

its tenor, and attributing to the Duke the usurpationof authority,
and the disturbance of all government since the time of Jack
Cade

’

s insurrection.

‘

The glimpses of light which we have on the political situation
during this period are far from satisfactory. Repeated notice,
however, is taken in these letters of a fact which seemssignifi~

cant of general distrust and mutual suspicionamong the leading

persons inthe land . The King, Queen, and lordswere all sepa
rated and kept carefully at a distance from each other. Thus,
while the King was at Sheen, the Queen and her infant Prince
were staying at Tutbury, the Duke of Yorkat Sandal , and the
Earl of Warwick at Warwick.

“ Afterwardswe find the Queen
removed to Chester , while the Duke of Buckingham was at

Writtle, near Chelmsford in Essex. The only lord with the

King at Sheenwashis hal f-brother the Earl of Pembroke . His
other brother the Earl of Richmond

, who died in the course of
this year , was inWalesmaking war uponsome chieftain of the

country whose name seems rather ambiguous. My Lord [of]
Yor it is said,

“ isat Sendall still, and waiteth on the Queen,
1 Lambe th MS . 2u , f. r b. . R er , xi.
1 Lambe th MS . an , f. 113. Thisletter isdate

t
d

4
t
7
h Ad
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5
, 28
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and she onhim .

” 1 The state ofmatterswasevidently such that it

was apprehended serious outragesm ight breakout and reports

were even spread abroad of a battle inwhich Lord Beaumont

had beenslainand the Earl of Warwickseverely wounded .

2

The separationof the King and Queenis espe
Th
;
K‘“g cially remarkable . During May and June they

3 “ Queer" were more than a hundred m iles apart ; and in

the latter month the Queenhad increased the distance by remov
ing from Tutbury in S tafi

'

ordshire to Chester. It was thenthat

she was said to be waiting onmy Lord of Yorkand he on her .

The exact interpretationof the positionmust be partly mat ter of

conjecture, but I take it to be as follows. The Duke of York,
as we find stated only a few months later, was invery good
favour with the King but not with the Queen ; 3 and we know

from Fabyan that the latter was at this t ime doing all she could

to put an end to h is author ity. It appears to me that by her

influence the Duke must have beenordered to withdraw from the

Court, and that to prevent hisagainseeking access to the King
’

s

presence , she pursued him into the North . At Tutbury
‘
she

would block hisway from Sandal up to London; and though

for some reasonor other she removed further off to Chester, she
still kept ananxiouswatch upon the Duke, and he did the same

onher . Very probably her removal did give him the opportunity
she dreaded of moving southwards for he must have beenwi th
the King at Windsor on the a6th of July when he wrote in
Henry

’

s name that answer to the King of Scots of which we

have already spoken.

However this may be , Margaret soon after had recourse to

other means to effect her object . In consequence of the Duke

of York
’

spopularity inLondon, it was expedient to remove the
King some distance from the capital .

(5 He appears to have
been staying at Windsor during July and the beginning o f

August . In the middle of the latter month he took his depar

ture northwards. By the dates of his Privy S eals we find
him to have been at Wycombe on the 18th, at Kenilworth
on the 24th , and at Lichfi eld on the 29th . In September he
moved about be tween Lichfield, Coventry and Le icester ;
but by the beginning of October the Court seems to have
settled itsel f at Coventry, where a council wasassembled on the

7th.

" To this Council the Duke of York and his friendswere

regularly summoned, as well as the Lords whom the Queen
intended to honour but evenbefore it met, changeshad begun
to be made in the principal officers of S tate. On the sth Vis
count Bourchier, the brother of the A rchbishop of Canterbury,
was dismissed from hisoffice of Lord Treasurer, and the Earl of

Shrewsbury was appointed inhis room . Onthe n th the Arch
bishop himself was called upon to surrender the Great Seal, and

1 No . 235 2 No. 282.
8 No . 298

4 Tutbury

o

wasone of the possessions g iven to her for herdower . Rol ls
of Parl . vi. n Fabyan.
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place inWales under S ir Will iam Herbert . Its sojourn upon
the Welsh borders had an excellent effect , the burgesses and

gentlemenabout Hereford all declaring themselves ready to take

the King
’

spart unless a peace were made. On the l at of May
it was reported in Londonthat Herbert had offered, on be ing

granted his life and goods, to returnto hisallegiance and a pear

before the King and Lordsat Le icester ; so we may conclud
)

e the

insurrectiondid not last long after.
‘

But though the

lap
ersonal influence of the King was doubtless

great and benefic
'

within his own immediate vicinity , it could
do little for the good order and protectionof the country gene
rally. Distrust, exclusiveness, and a bankrupt exchequer were
not likely to obtain for the King willing and hearty service.

Notwithstanding the commissions issued to keep watch uponthe
coasts, the French managed to surprise and plunder

The FE M “
,

Sandwich. OnSunday, the 28th August, a largeat tackSand
wich.

force under the command of P ierre de Breze,
seneschal of Normandy, landed not far from the

town, which they took and kept possession of during the eu

tire day. A number of the inhabitants, on the first alarm , re

treated onboard some shi s lying in the harbour , from whence

they began presently to s oot at the enemy. But De Breze
having warned them that if they continued he would burn their

shi 3 , they found it rudent to leave off. Having kill ed the

bailiffs and principal o cers, the Frenchmencarried off a number

of weal thy persons asprisoners, and returned to their ships in the

evening, laden with valuable spoils from the town and neigh

bourhood.
’

The disaster must have been keenly fel t ; but if Englishmen
had knownthe whole truth, it would have beenfelt more keenly
st ill. Our ownold historianswere not aware of the fact, but an
earlyFrench chronicler who lived at the t ime assuresus that the
attackhad beenpurposely invited by Margaret of Anjou out of

hatred to the Duke of York, in order to make a diversion, while
the Scotsshould ravage England 3 I t waswell for her that the
truth wasnot suspected .

At length, it would seem, the Court found it no longer pos
sible to remainat a d istance from the metropolis. InOctober

the King had removed to Chertsey, 4 and soonafter we find him

presiding at agreat Council, which had been summoned to meet

inhis ace at Westminster in consequence of the urgent state
of affai rs. Though attended not only by the Duke of York, but
by a large number of the principal lordsonbo th sides, themee ting
doesnot appear to have led to anyverysatisfactory results. All that
we know of itsproceedings is that some of them,

at least, were

1 No 305 . By the 4th of May the King had le ft Hereford and gone to

Worcester from which he proceeded to Winchcombe on the roth and Kentl
wor th ou the 1 3th. (Pr ivy S eal dates.)
3 Eng li sh Chronicle (Daviesj', 7 4

. MS . Lambe th, 448, f. 144 b . : also English Chroni cle inMS. Lambe t 306. Contin. of Monstre le t, 70 , 7 1 .

3 De Coussy, 209 Privy Seal dates
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of a stormy character,—one point on which all parties were

agreed being the exclusionfrom the council chamber of Pecock,
b ishop of Chichester, anardent and honest

-minded

prelate, who, having laboured hard to reconci le 3 15 1109 Pe ‘

the Lo llards to the authority of the Church by ar

gumentsof commonsense instead of persecution, was at thistime

stigmatized as a heret ic and sedition-monger, and very soonafter

was deprived o f his bishopric. I t augured l ittle good for that

unionof parties which wasnow felt to be necessary for the publ ic

weal, that the first act onwhich men generally could be got to

agree was the persecutionof sense and reason. There were o ther

mattersbefore the Council onwhich theywere unable to come to

a conclusion, and they broke up on the 29 th November, with a

resolution to meet againon the a7th January ; for which meet ing
summonses were at once sent out, notifying that on that day not

one of the Lordswould be excused attendance .

‘

I t was, indeed , particularly important that thismeeting should

be a full one
,
and that every lord should be compelled to take

his share of the responsibility for its decisions. The principal

aim was expressly stated to be a general reconciliationand adjust
ment of private controversies,”—anobject to which it was impos
sible to o ffer d irect opposition. But whether it was really dis

tasteful to a number of the Peers, or obstacles started up in
individual cases, there were certainly several who had not arrived
in town by the day a

pp
ointed for the meeting .

8
The Earl of Salisbury s excuse , dated at Sheriff

“ 1 “ 5

Huttonon the 24th of January, 3 is probably of a different year .

A t all events, if on that day he intended not to obey the sum

mons, he very soonchanged hism ind, for before the month was

out he made hisappearance inLondonat the head of 400 horse ,
with 80 knightsand squires inhis company. The Duke of York

al so came, wi th h is own household only, to the number of 140

horse .

”
But the Duke of Somerset only arrived on the last day

of the month with 200 horse ; the Duke of Exeter delayed his

com ing t ill the first weekof February ; and the Earl of Warwick,
who had to come from Calais, was detained by contrary winds.

Thus, although the King had come up to Westm inster by the t ime

prefixed, afull Council couldnot be had forat least some daysafter
and evenonthe 14th of February there wasone absentee, the Ear l
of Arundel, who had to be written to by letters of Privy Seal . ‘
But by the 14th Warwickhad arrived inLondonw ith a body

of 600 men,
“
all apparelled in red jackets, with whi te ragged

staves. ” The townwas now full of the retinues
o f the different noblemen, and the mayor and

sheriffs trembled for the peace of the city. A very
special watch was instituted . The mayor, says

Fabyan, for so long as the King and the Lords lay thus inthe
l Privy Counci l Proceedin vi . 290

-1 .
2 l b. 293 . No. 310

No . 313 .

.

Pri Councr roceedings, v i. 293.

Chroni cle inM Cott . , Vitel l. A . xvi .
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city, had daily in harness 5000 citizens
,
and rode daily about

the city and suburbs of the sam e, to see that the King
’

s peace

were kept ; and nightly he provided for 3000 men inharness to

give at tendance upon three aldermen, and they to keep the night

watch t ill 7 of the clockuponthe morrow, till the day-watch were

assembled. If peace was to be the result of al l this concourse ,
the sett lement evidently could not bear to be protracted . The

Duke of Yorkand the Earlsof Salisbury and Warwickhad taken

up their quart erswithinthe city itself ; but the young Lordswhose
fathershad beenslainat S t. Alban

’
s—the Duke of Somerset, the

Earl of Northumberland and his brother, Lo rd Egremont
,
and

the Lord Clifford, were believed to be bent upon revenge , and
the civic authoritiesrefused them entrance within their bounds.

1

Thus the Lordswithin the town and those without belonged to

the two opposite partiesrespectively ; and inconsequence o f their
mutual jealousies, conferenceshad to be arranged between them

in the morning at the Black Friars, and in the afternoon at the

White Friars, in F leet S treet. 2 The King , for his part, hav ing
opened the proceedingswith some very earnest exhortat ions ad

dressed to both part ies, withdrew himself and retired to Berk

hampstead .

3 The Duke of Somerset and otherswent to and fro

to consult with him during the deliberations. Meanwhile the

necessity of some pract ical arrangement for government must

have been felt more urgent every day. S ixty sail of Frenchmen

were seen off the coast of Sussex, and though Lord Falconbridge
wasat Southampton in command of some vessels (probably on

his own responsibility), there was a general feeling of insecurity
among the merchants and among dwellers by the sea-coast .

Botoner had heard privately from Calais that the French med i

tated a descent upon Norfolk at Cromer and Blakeney.

‘ And

the newsshortly afterwards received from the district shewed that

his informationwasnot far wrong.

5

At last it was agreed onboth sides that old animositiesshould

be laid aside
,
and that som e reparationshould be

31333
8 of agree made by the Yorkists to the sons and widows of

the Lordswho had fallen on the King
’
s side at S t .

A lban
’
s. The exact amount of this reparat ionwas le ft to the

of Henry, who decided that it should consist of an endow

ment of £45 a-

year to the Monastery of S t . Alban
’

s, to be em

ployed in masses for the slain, and incertain money payments,
or assignments out of moneysdue to them by the Crown, to be
made by York, Warwick and Sal isbury, to Eleanor , Duchess

Dowager of Somerset and to her son, Duke Henry, to Lo rd

Clifford, and others, inlieu of all claims and actionswhich the

latter part iesmight have against the former .

“ With what cordi
ality this arrangement was accepted onei ther side we do not pre

1 English Chronicle (ed. Davies), p . 7 7 . Hal l . 2 Letter 315 .

3 Whe thamstede
, 41 7

-8. Le t ter 314.

4 Le t ter 314 .
5 Le tte r 315 .

Whe thamstede, 422 sq. Engl . Chron. (Davies), 7 7, 78.
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they could embark. With hard rowing they got beyond the

power of the ir assailants and made their way into the city but

the Queenand her friends insisted on imputing the outrage to

the Earl himself, and demanded his arrest . The latter found it

politic to retire to Warwick, and afterwards to his former post

at Calais. On this the Queen and her council turned their

machinations against his father the Earl of Salisbury, whom

Lord Audley was commissioned to arrest and bring prisoner to

London. Audley accordingly took with him a large body of

men, and hearing that the Earl wasonhisway from Middleham
inYorkshire, journeying either towards Salisbury or London, he
hastened to intercept him . The Earl, however, had received

notice of what was intended, and having gathered
$12}:d

re'

about him a sufficient band of followers, defeated

Lord Audley ina regular pitched battle at Blore
heath in S tafl

'

ordshire
,
where he attempted to stop hisway, on

Sunday the 23d of September.
1

The old elements of confusion were now again let loose .

Commissions to raise m enwere issued in the King
’
s name , and

the Duke of Yorkand all h is friendswere denounced as a con
federacy of traitors. They, for their parts, gathered together the
men of the Marches inself-defence. At Ludlow, the Duke was

joined by the Earl of Salisbury, and also by the Earl of Warwick,
who had come over again from Calais. On the other hand , the

Th K
‘

King himself entered into the strife in a way he

tas th
n

e

g
fie ld.

had not done hitherto . He not only tookthe field
0

inpersonagainst the rebelliousLords, but exhibited
a spi rit inthe endurance of fat igue and discom fort which seems to
have commanded general admiration. Evenat the t ime of Lord
Audley

’

soverthrow, itwould appear that hewas leading forward a
reserve . For about amonth hekept continuallycamping out,never
resting at night, except on Sundays, in the same place he had
occupied the night before, and sometimes, inspite of cold, rough
weather , bivouacking for two nightssuccessively onthe bare field .

After the battle of B loreheath, he could only regard Salisbury as

anovert enemy of his crown. A t the same time he despatched
heralds to the Duke of York and the Earl of Warwick, with

proclamations of free and perfect pardon to themselves and all

but a few of the leaders at Bloreheath, on condition of their
submitting to him withinsix days.

2

To Garter King of A rms, one of the messengersby whom
these offerswere conveyed , the confederate lords made answer,
and also delivered a wr itten reply to be conveved to the King,
declaring the perfect loyalty of their intentions, which they
would have been glad to prove inthe King’s presence if it were
only possible for them to go to him with safety. The had
already endeavoured to testify their unshaken fidelity to enry

1 Fabyan. Engl . Chron. (Davies), 80 . Par l . Rolls. vi. 348.
Rol ls of Par l . vi . 348.
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by an indenture drawn up and signed by them in Worcester

Cathedral . This instrument they had forwarded to the King by
a deputationof churchmen, headed by the prior of that cathedral,
and including among others Dr . William Lynwoode,

l who ad

m inistered to them the Sacrament on the occasion. Again,
after Garter left, they wrote from Ludlow on the 10th of

October, protesting that their actions had been misconstrued,
and the ir tenants subjected to wrong and violence, while they
themse lves lay under unjust suspicion. Their enemies, they
said, thirsted for the possession of their lands, and hoped to

obtain them by their influence with the King. For thei r own

part they had hitherto avoided a conflict, not from any fear of

the power of their enem ies, but only for dr ead of God and of his

H ighness, and they meant to rsevere in thispeaceful course,
until drivenby necessity to se d efence .

”

These earnest, solemn, and repeated expressions of loyal ty
have scarcely, I think, received from historians the attention to

which they are entitled . Of their sincerity, of course, menmay
form diff erent opinions; but it is right to note that the confeder
ate Lordshad done al l that was in their power by three several
and distinct protests to induce the King to thinkmore favourably
of their intentions. It is, moreover, to be observed that they
remained at this time inan attitude strictly defensive . But the

King and his forces still approaching, they drew themselves up
in battle ar ray at Ludford, in the immed iate vicinity of the
town of Ludlow. Here , as they were posted on Friday the 12th

October, it would almost seem that the Lordswere not without
apprehension of the defection of some of their followers. A

report was spread through the camp that the King was suddenly
deceased

,
witnesseswere brought inwho swore to the fact, and

masswas said for the re of his soul. But that very evening,
Henry, at the head of is army, arrived within half a mile of
their osition. The state of the country, flooded by recent

rains, ad alone prevented him from coming u onthem sooner.

Before nightfall a few volleys of art illerywere ischarged

the royal army, and a regular engagement was expected next

day. But, meanwhile, the royal proclamation of ardonseems

to have had its effect . One Andr ew Trollope , w 0 had come

over wi th the Earl of Warwick from Calais, withdrew at dead

of night and carried over a considerable body of men to the
service of the King, to whom he communicated the secre ts of
the camp. The blow was absolutely fatal . The

Lords at once abandoned all thought of further re
sistance. Leaving the ir banners in the field they
withdrew at midnight . Yorkand hissecond son,

3 Not
, as S tow supposes, the author of a bookon the Constitu tions of the

Church o f Eng land, but probably a nephew or o ther re lationof his. The
Wi lliam Lynwoode whowro te uponthe Church Constitutions was bishop of
St. David’

s, and died in 1 446.

Eng l . Chron. (Davies), 8 1 , 82 .
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Edmund, Earl of Rutland, fled into Wales, from whence they
sailed into Ireland. H is eldest, Edward, Earl of March

,
aecom

panied by the two other Earls, Warwick and Salisbury, and by
S ir JohnWenlock, made his way into Devonshire . There by
the friendly aid of one JohnDynham, afterwardsLord Dynham,

and Lord High Treasurer to Henry VIL, they bought a ship
at Exmouth and sailed to Guernsey. A t last, on Friday the
2d of November, they landed at Calais, where they met with a

most cordial reception from the inhabitants.

1

Then followed inNovember the Parliament of Coventry, and
the attainder of the Duke of Yorkand all his arty.

The Queenand her friends at last had it al their

ownway, at least in England. I t was otherwise

doubt less in Ireland, where the Duke of York remained for

nearly a twelvemonth after his fl ight from Ludlow. It was
o therwise too at Calais, where Warwickwas al l powerful , and
whither discontented Yorkists began to flock from England.

I t was otherwise, moreover, at sea, where the same War

wick still retained the command of the fleet, and could not be
dispossessed, except on parchment. On archment, however,
he was presently superseded in both of is important offices.

The Duke of Exeter was entrusted with the keeping of the sea,

which even at the time of the great reconciliation of partieshe

had been d ispleased that Warwickwas allowed to retain.

2 The

young
'

Duke of Somerset was appointed Captain of Calais, but

was unable to take possession of his ost . Accompanied by
Lord ROOS and Lord Audley, and fort

'

ed by the King
’
s letters

patent, he crossed the sea, but was refused admit tance into the

town. Apparently he had put off too long before going over, 3
and he found the three Earls in possessionof the place before

him ; so that he was obliged to land at a place called Scales
’
Cliff

and go to Guisnes.

‘ But a worse humi liation still awaited him

on landing ; for of the ve sailors that had brought him over, a
number conveyed their 5 ips into Calais harbour, offered the ir

services to the Earl of Warwick, and placed in his hands as

prisoners certainpersonswho had takenpart against him. They
were shortly after beheaded inCalais.

“

I t would seem, inshort, that ever since hisgreat naval victory
in 1458, Warwickwas so highly po ular with all the sailors of

England, that it was quite as hope ess for the Duke o f Exeter

to contest his supremacy at sea as for Somerset to think of win

1 Rollsof Parl iament , vi . 348-9 Whe thamstede , 459-62 Fabyan.

2 W. Wore. , 479 .

3 He received hisappointment on the 9th Octobe r, three daysbefore the
dispersionof the Yorkists at Lud low (R mer , xi. and according to one

authorit (Eng! Chron. , ed . Davies, 84 he went over in the sam e month ;
but as a author it ies agree that Warwickwas the re before him, it wasmore

probably in the beginning of November.
4 Chronicle inMS . Cott . , Vitell. A. xvi.
5 Fabyan.
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him knave’sson, that he should be so rude to call him and those
o ther Lords traitors for they should be found the King

’
s true

liegemenwhen he should be found a tra itor. And my Lo rd of
Warwick rated him and said that his father was but a squire,
and brought up with King Henry V. , and since made himself by
marriage , and also mad e a Lord ; and that it was not hispart to
have such language of Lords, being of the King

’
s blood . And

my Lord of March rated him in likewise. And S ir Anthony
was rated for his language of all the three Lords rn likewise .

I t must have beena curious reflectionto the Earl of March when

inafter years, asKing Edward IV. , he married the daughter of
thissame Lord Rivers, that he had takenpar t in this vitupera
tionof his future father in-law .

By and bye it became sufliciently evident that unl esshe was
considerably reinforced, the Duke of Somerset could do no good at
Guisnes. Instead of attempting to maintaina footing besideCalais,
the Queen

’
sgovernmentwould have enough to do tokeep the rebels

out of England. The capture of Rivers had excited the most

serious alarm, and the landing of Warwickhimself upon the eas

terncoast was looked uponasnot improbable.

“ A new force of

500 menwas accordingly sent to Sandwich under the command of

one Osbert Mountford or Mundeford,
’
an old offi cer of Calais.

H is instructionswere to go from Sandwich to Guisnes, e ither in
aid of the Duke of Somerse t, as intimated rnWorcest er

’
sAnnals,

or, according to another contemporary authority,
‘ to bring him

over to England. But while he waited for a wind to sail, John
ham again crossed the sea, attacked the force under the com

mand ofMundeford, and after a little skirmishing, inwhi ch he him

self waswounded, succeeded in carrying him ofl
'

to Calais, as he

had before done Lord Rivers. Mundeford
’
5 treatment, however,

wasnot so lenient as that of themore noble captive. Onthe 25th
of June he was beheaded at the Tower of Rysebank, which stood
near the town, on the opposite side of the harbour.

“

Meanwhile the Ear l of Warwickdid not remainat

scoured the seaswith his flee t and sailed into Ire land. S ir Bald

win Fulford, a knight of Devonshire, promised the King, onpain
of losing his head, to destroy Warwick

’

s flee t ; but having ex

hansted the sum of 1000 markswhich was allowed him for his

expenses, he re turned home without having attained his object . ‘
On the 16th of March Warwick having met with the Duke of

YorkinIreland, the two noblemenentered the harbour of Water

1 Le tt er 346. 9 See Appendix to Introduct ion.
3 Th e wr ite r of Le tter 326 . He was a connect ion of the Paston fami ly ,

havin
h
g married E lizabe th, daughter of JohnBerney , E , another of whose

da
c

hters, Margaret , was the mothe r of Margare t Paston Blomefie ld, ii.
d been much engaged in the King

’

s se rv ice inFrance , and d heen

t reasure r of Normandy be fore
m
it was lost—a fact which ma account for his

wr iting French inpre ference to Eng lish—See S tevenson'

s ars of the Eng
lish inFrance , index.

Eng l. Chron. (Davies) , 85 .
5 W. Wore. 47 9 Fabyan: S towe, 406-7.
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ford with a fleet of six and twenty ships well manned ; and on

the following be ing S t Patr ick
’

sDay, they landed and were

ceremoniously received by the mayor and burgesses.

1 Warwick

seems to have remained in Ireland more than two months, con

certing with the Duke of York plans for future action. About

Whitsunday, which in this year fell on the l st of June, his fleet
was observed by the Duke of Exeter off the coast of Cornwal l,
onits returnto Calais. Exeter

’
ssquadronwassuperior instrength,

and anengagement m ight have beenexpected but the Duke was

not sure that he could trust his ownsailors, and he allowed the

Earl to passunmolested.

s

About this time there arrived at Calaisapapal nuncio, by name

Francesco Coppini, bishop of Teramo, returning
from England to Rome . He had been sent by 23

°

i
1
39

“

the new Pope, Pins the ablest that had for
pp

a long t ime fi lled the pont ifical chair, to urge Henry to send

an ambassador to a congress at Mantua, in which measures

were to be concerted for the union and defence of Christen

dom against the Turks. This was in the beginning of the pre

ceding year,
8
and, ashe himself states, he remained nearly a year

and a half inEngland .

‘ But the incapacity of the King, and the
dissensions that prevailed among the Lords, rendered hismission
a total failure . Henry, indeed, who wasnever wanting in reve
rence for the Holy S ee , named a certain number o f Bishopsand

Lords to go upon thism ission, but they one and all refused . He

accordingly sent two priests of little name, with an informal com

m issionto excuse agreater embassy. England wasthusdiscredited
at the papal court, and the nuncio, finding hism ission frui tless, at
last crossed the sea to returnhome . A t Calais, however, he was
persuaded by Warwick to remain. The Earl himself was about
to returnt o England, and if the legate would come back inhis
company he might use the influence of hissacred office to heal
the wounds of a divided kingdom.

“

Th e nuncio had doubtlessseen enough of the deplorable con
ditionof England to be convinced that peace was impossible, so
long as the Lords most fit to govern were banished and pro
claimed rebels by the Queen and her favourites. ‘ He was,
moreover, furnished with powers, by which—the mainobject of
1 Lambe th MS . 632 , f. 2 5 5 .

2 Chron. (Davies), 85 W. Wore.

.

3 Hiscommissionfrom the Pope is dated 7 th January r458[9].—Rymer ,
xi. 4 19.
4 Brown

’

sVenetianCalendar , i. p. 9x.

5 Gobe llinus, 1 6 1 .

0 The Yorkists apparent ly were not sparing of insinuat ions against the

gl
ueen. I t had be en rumoured, accordrn to Fabyan, that the Prince of
aleswasnot rea lly the King’

sson but t e worst that was insinuated was
that he wasa Change ling . But Warwick himse lf, according to Gobe llinus,
described the situat i on to the nuncio as fol lows Rex noste r stu idus est ,
e t mente captus ; regitur , non regit : apud uxorem e t qui regis t lamum
foedant , imperium est.

”
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on.

his m issionbe ing the union of Christendom he was authorized
to make some efi

'

orts to compose the dissensions of England.

1

But he certainly overstrained them, and allowed himself to be
come a part izan. Flattered by the attentions shown him by
Warwick, he acceded to his suggestion, and when, on the a6th

of June,“ the day after Munford was beheaded at Calais, the

confederate Lords crossed the Channel, the nuncio was in their

company, bearing the standard of the Church . A rchbishop
Bourchier

,
too, m et them at Sandwich, where they landed,

with a great multitude of eople ; and with his cross hom e

before him, the Primate of ugland conducted the three Earls

and the ir followers, who increased in number as they went

along, until they reached the capital. After a very brief opposi
tionon the part of some of the citizens, the city opened its gates

to them. They entered Londonon the 2d of July.

“

Before they crossed the sea, the three Earls had sent over a

The Ear ls of set of articles addressed to the A rchbishop and

March,Warwick, the Commons of England in the name of them
and Sal isbuw selves and the Duke of York, declaring how they
had sued in vain to be admitted to the King

’

s presence to

set forth certain matters that concerned the common weal

of al l the land. Foremost among these was the oppression

of the Church, a charge based, seemingly, on factswit h which

we are unacquainted, and which , if known, might shed a clearer

light upon the conduct of the legate and A rchbishop Bourchier .

Secondly, they complained of the crying evil that the King had
given away to favourites al l the revenues of his Crown, so that

hishousehold was supported by acts of rapine and extortionon

the part of hispurveyors. Thirdly, the lawswere administered

with great partial ity, and justice was not to be obtained .

”

Griev

ous taxes, moreover, were levied upon the Commons, while the

destroyers of the land were living upon the patrimony of the

Crown. And now a worse charge than ever was imposed

upon the inhabitants; for the King, borr owing an idea from the

new system of mili tary service in France , had commanded every
township to furnish at its own cost a certainnumber of men for

the royal army,
“ which imposition and tall iage,

”
wrote the

Lords in thismanifesto, “ if i t be continued to their heirs and

successors, will be the heaviest charge and worst example that

ever grew in England, and the foresaid subjects and the said

heirs and successors in such bondage as their ancestors were

never charged wi th.

”

1 See the Po
’

s le t ter to him inThe i mer , 42 3-4.
2 The Lo 5 crossed the see. onThursday ,

”

writesCoppini from London
the 4th uly.

—B rown'

sVene tianCalendar , i. go .

3 Eng l. ron.

g
ames).

4 I t appears by t ter £3t privy sea lswere issued in 145 addressed
the back to certain rsons, requrrin them to be with the lging at Lei

cester onthe roth o f ay , each wi th a y of men sufficient ly armed , and
with provision for the ir own expenses for two months. One of these privy
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heard of from Berkshire, for which county he had found interest
to get himself returned in the new Parliament.
John Pastonalso was returned to this Parliament as one of the

representati vesof his own county of Norfolk. His

ai
l

ing ?
m

sympathieswere entirelywi th the new state of things,
and hrs friend and correspondent, Friar Brackley,

who felt with him that the wellbe ing of the whole land depended
entirely on the Ear l of Warwick

, sent him exhortations out of

S cripture to encourage him in the performance of his political

duties. 1 But what woul d be the effect of the coming over from
Ireland of the Duke of York, who had by this time landed at

Chester, and would now take the chief direction of affairs ? 2

Perhaps the chief fear was that he would be too indulgent to

po litical antagonists. Moreover, the Dowager Duchess of Suf
folkhad contrived to marry her son to one of York

’
sdaughters,

and it was apprehended her influence woul d be considerable.

The Lady of Suffolk, wrote Friar Brackl ey to Paston, hath

sent up her son and his Wife to my Lord of York to ask grace

for a sheriff the next year , S tapleton, Boleyn, or Tyrell, quz
'

abrit

God send you Poynings, W. Paston, W. Rokewood , or Arblaster.

Ye have much to do, Jesus speed you ! Ye have many good
prayers, what of the convent, city, and country.

” 3

Such was the state of hope, fear, and expectationwhich the

new turn of affairs awakened in some, and particularly in the

friends of JohnPaston. The next great move in the poli tical

game perhaps exceeded the anticipations evenof Friar Brackley.

Yet though the step was undoub ted ly a bo ld one ,
chal lenges the never, perhaps, was a h igh course of action
Crow" . more strongly suggested by the results of past

experience . A fter ten miserable years of fluctuating policy,
the attainted Yorkistswere now for the fourth time inpossession

of power but who could tell that they would not be a fourth

time set aside and proclaimed as traitors? For yet a fourth time

since the fal l of Suffolk, England m igh t be subjected to the odious
r ule of favouritesunder awell -intentioned King, whose word was
not to be relied on. To the common weal the prospect was

se rious enough ; to the Duke of York and his friends it was

abso lute and hope less ruin. But Yorkhad now determined what

to do . On the l oth of October, the third day of the Parliament
,

he came to Westminster with a body of 500 armed men, and

took up quarters for himself within the royal palace . On the

16th, he entered the House of Lords, and having sat down in

the King
’
s throne, he delivered to the Lord Chancellor a wr iting

inwhich he distinctly claimed that he, and not Henry, was by
inheritance rightful King of England .

‘

The reader is of course aware of the fact onwhich this claim

wasbased, viz . thatYork
,
through the female l ine, was descended

1 Le t te r 35 5 .

2 Le t ter 35 7 . 3 Le t ter 35 5 .

4 W. Wore , 483 ; Fabyan; Rollsof Parl . , v. 375 .



from Lionel, Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward III. , while
King Henry, his father, and his grandfather had all derived their
rights from John of Gaunt, who was Lionel

’

s younger brother.

Henry IV. indeed was an undoubted usurper ; but to set aside

his family after they had beeninpossessionof the throne for three

generations must have seemed a very questionable proceeding .

Very few of the Lords at first appeared to regard it wi th favour.

The ter number stayed away from the House .

1 But the

Duke 5 counsel insisting uponananswer, the House represented

the matter to the King, desiring to knowwhat he could allege in

opposition to the claim of York. The King, however, left the
Lords to inquire into it themselves, and as it was one of the

gravest questions of law, the Lords consulted the justices. But

the justices declined the responsibility of advising inamatter of

so high anature . They were the King
’
s justices, and could not

be of counsel where the King himself was a party. The King
’
s

serjeants and attorney were then applied to, but were equally
unwil ling to commit themselves ; so that the Lords themselves
brought forward and discussed of their own accord a number of

objections to the Duke of York’sclaim . A t length itwasdeclared

as the Opinionof the whole body of the Peers that his t itle could

not be defeated, but a compromise was suggested and mutually
agreed to that the King should be allowed to retainhis crownfor

life, the successionrevert ing to the Duke and his heirs imm e

diately after Henry
’
sdeath .

“

So the matter was settled by a great and solemn act of state .

Nor doesit appear that the King was inanymanner coerced ,
a
still

less that the Peerswere intimidated, or insensible of the respon
sibility they incurred inagrave constitutional crisis. But no Act of

Parliament inthe world, no settlement of thiskind, even though
agreed to by the King himself , could be expected to bind the
spirit of his stubbornconsort. S ince the battle of Northampton,
she had beenseparated from her husband . She fled at first into
Cheshire, or, according to S tow, into Lancashire, where she was
robbed of al l her goods to the value of marks, and after

wards to the Castle of Harlech inWales. From thence she took
ship and sailed into Scotland, where enemies of the Duke of
Yorkwere speciallywelcome. For James I I . ,profiting, asusual,
by the d issensions of England, amonth after the battle of North
ampton laid siege to Roxburgh, where he was killed by the
bursting of a cannon. Margaret, however, d id not remain long
in Scotland. On hearing of her husband

’

s tame surrender
of the rights of his son, she took care at once to show that
she did not recognize the act aspossessing the smallest val idity.

1 W. Wore , 4.
3 Rolls of P v. 375 -9 .

3 Though the King was taken prisoner at the bat t le of Northampton, and
had ever srnce been in the power of the victors, no restraint appears to have
be enplaced uponhis liber ty . InOctobe r, be fore the Par liament me t , he was
spend ing the trme inhunt ing at Greenwi ch and Eltham—No . 35 7 .
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Assembling the NorthernBarons and their people at York, there
repaired to her standard the Earl of Northumberland, Lo r ds
Clifford and Dacres, and with them the Dukes of Somerse t

and Exeter , and the Earl ofDevonshire . To meet thisnew danger,
the Duke of .York hastened northwards, and for a t ime secured
himse lf in his ownCastle of Sandal ; but on the 3oth day of

December wasfought the disastrousbattle ofWake

$ a

°

kfifii
° f field, when the whole army of Yorkwas defeated,

himself slaininthe field, and hisyoung son, the Ear l
of Rutland, ruthlessly murdered by Lo rd Clifford ah er the battle.

The story of poor youn Rutland
’
s butchery is graphically

described by a historian o the succeeding age, who, though

perhaps with some inaccuracies of detail as to fact, isa witness
to the strong impression left by this beginning of barbarities.

The account of it givenby Hall, the chronicler, is as follows

Whi le this bat t le was infight ing , a pr iest ca l led Sir Robert Aspd l, chap
lainand schoo lmaster to the young Ear l of Rut land , second son to the above
named Duke of York, scarce of the age o f twe lve ears [he was really inhis
e ighteenth year ], a fair gent leman and a maiden-like person, perce iving that
fli ght wasmore sa feguard thantar

-
ly ing . both for him and hismaste r, secre t ly

conveyed the Ear l out of the field by the Lord Clifford ’

s band towards the
town. But or he could enter into a house , he was by the said Lord Clifford
espied, fo llowed, and taken, and , by reasonof hisappare l, demanded what he
was. The young gent leman, dismayed , had not a word to speak, but knee led
onhisknees, imploring me rcy and desir in g race, both wi th ho lding up his
hands and making do lorous countenance, or his speech was gone for fear .

Save him,

’

said his chapla in, for he isa prince
'

s son, and pe radventure may
do you 00d he reaft e r.

’ With that word, the Lord Clifford marked him and
said y God

’

s blood , thy father slew mine ; and so wi ll I do thee and all

thy kin and with that word stack the Ear l to the heart wi th his dagger .
an

dl
bade his chaplain bear the Ear l 's mother word what he had done and

sa i

In the same bloodthirsty spirit Clifford also cut o ff the head

from the dead body of the Duke of York, crowned it inmockery
with a pape r crown, and carried it to Queen Margaret upon a

pole . Madam ,

”
he said to her,

“

your war isdone ; here is your

King
’
s ransom .

”
A most unhappy prophecy surely, yet worthy

to be had in everlasting remembrance, if only asa conspicuous
example how l ittle the vio lent and sanguinary can see into the

future. Instead of the war be i ended, or the King being
ransomed, there cannot be a don t these deeds of wickedness

imparted a new ferocity to the strife and hastened on the termi

nationof Henry
’
s imbecile, unhappy re ign. Within l ittle more

than two months after the battle of Wakefield the son of the

murdered Duke of York was proclaimed King in London, by
the title of Edward IV. , and at the end of the third month the

bloody victory of Towton almost destroyed, for a long time,

the hopes of the House of Lancaster. From that day Henry led

a wretched existence , now as an exile, now as a prisoner , for

e levenunhappy years, saving only a few months
’
interval, during

which he wasmade King againby the Earl of Warwick
,
without
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A P P END I X

PREFA CE AND IN TROD UCTI ON

L—FRANCIS BLOMEFIELD .
—See p. x.

INCE the foregoing Preface was printed, I have met

with a smal l tract entitled Cursory Notices of the
Reverend Francis Blomefield,

”
by S . Wilton Rix ,

Esq.
, from which it appears that in 1735 B lomefield

was allowed to exam ine the deceased Earl of Yarmouth
’

s

papers at Oxnead, with a view to his county history of Norfolk.

There he boarded -for a fortnight, and was employed in looking
over thirty or forty chests of documents, among which were a

number of interesting letters. It is evident , therefore, that the
Earl had only parted with a por tion of his family papers to Le

Neve, and Blomefield must have obtained those, of which he was

afterwards the owner, by purchase from the Earl
’

s executors.

2 .
—PARMINTER’

S INSURRECT ION.
—See p. lvi.

In the bundle of Privy Seals for the year 29 Henry VI . is a

pardon to JamesGod, dated on the 4th March, and de livered to
the Chancellor for execution on the sth . A ttached to it is the

following record of his indi ctment

Kent sa—Jur' dicunt quod JacobusGod nupe r de Feversham incom'

pree

dicto, plummer, e t alii, ac quampluresalii proditores, rebe llese t inimici illust ris
simisPrincipisHenrici RegisAnglia: Sex ti post Conquestum ignoti e t nupe r
complices e t de some tate falsi prod i torisWi ll

’

i Parmynter, smyt h, qui se ipsum
nommavi t Secundum Cap i taneum Kanciae, e idemque adhz rent es e t de ejus
covina e t assensu in omnibus proditionibus suis mort em dicti Regis e t de

struct ionem regni sui
.

Ang liae confoede rantes , machinantes, compassentes e t

proponentes, ultimo d ie Augusta anno regni dietl Regis vicesimo nono 1 apud

1 So in the record, but evident ly anerror . It shou ld have beenint erim
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Feversham e t alibi incom. Kanciae se adinv icem congregaverunt ad nume rum

quadringentorum hominum e t amplius, dicentes e t confidentes quod ipsi

essent de corum covina e t assensu ad comm libitum e t voluntatem x l. m i lia
hominum armatorum e t modo guem no arraiatorum ad przebendum e t pe r

cussiendum be l lum contra dictum Regem seu quoscumque al ios inprod it ioni
b us suis praedict is e is contravenientes e t falso e t prodi torie insurrexe runt e t

mor tem di cti Regis imaginaverunt e t compassi fuerunt , ac guerram adtunc

e t ibidem e t alibi per vices infra dictum com . Kane. falso e t proditorie contra

d ictum Regem , supremum dom inum suum, levaverunt , indestruct ionem

Regis et Regni praedict i.
a

There is a note of the tr ial of Parmynter in Hilary te rm , 29 Hen. VI
onthe Controlment Roll of that year , rot. 9 .

3.
—PARDON TO JOHN PAYN. See p. lviii.

On the Patent Roll 30 Henry VI . , p. l , m . 23, occurs the

fo llowing entry

De P a rdom cz
'

one .
—Rex omnibus balliv is e t fidelibus suis ad quos, &c.

,

salutem. Sciat is quod cum nonnu lli rebe lles nostri in com i tatu nostro

Kanciae
, paucis ante diebus contra pacem nostram insurrect ionem ravem

concitantes, quasdam factionesproditorias cont ra most ram pe rsonam e testa

biliter machinati fuerint , nonnullaque prodit iones, murdra, fe lonias e t faci
nora , aliasque transgressiones perpe traverint ; quia tamen, cum nuper pe r

civi tatesoppida at ue vil las in eodem comitatu nost ro ad eorum hujusmodi
inso lencias e t rebe iones coercendos iter faceremus, plurimi ex eisdem, spiritu
sanioris consilii ducti, plurimum hum iliati , e t iam usque femoralia nudi, snorum
immanitates criminum coram nobis confitentes, veniam a nobise ffusis lachry
m is anxie postularunt ; Nos, ad singulorum hujusmodi ligeorum nostrorum
submissiones hum illimas nost ros mise ricordes oculos dirigentes, ac firmite r
t enentes quod de ca tero in nostra obedientia stabiles e rmanebunt , fidem
ligeancia: sua: erga nos inantea inviolabil iter servaturi, a laudem , g loriam e t

honorem Omnipo tentis e t m ise r icordis Dei ac g loriosissimz Virginis matr is
Christ i, de grat ia nostra spe ciali pardonav imus, remisimus e t re laxavimus
Johanni Paynde Fecham in comitatu praedicto, yoman, aliasdicto Johanni
Payn, nuper de Estpekham in corrutatu pradicto, smyth, qui inte r cazte ros
se submisrt nost ra: grat iae, quocumque nomine censeatur, sectam pacisnostrae

qua ad nosversus cumpe rrine t , seupoterit pert inere , pro quibuscum ue prodi
ti onibus, felonnsmurdris e t transgressxombuspe r ipsum asept imo die ulli anno
regni nostri vicesimo octavo usque decimum diem Junii u lt imo prae teritum factis
sive perpe trat is ; acet iam ut lagarias, si qua: in ipsum J ohannem occasionibus

m d ict tsseu earum aliqua fuerint promulgatae ; necnonomnimodas forisfac
turas te rrarum , tenementorum , reddituum, possessionum , bonorum e t catal
lorum , qua: idem Johannes nobis occasiombus pra d ict is seu earurn aliqua
forisfecit aut fonsfacere debuit , e t firmam pacem nostram ci inde concedimus:
Ita tam enquod stet recto incuria nostra si quisversus cum loqui voluerit de
praemississeu aliquo pramissorum. Proviso sempe r quod ista nostra pardon
acio, remissio sive re laxacio se non ex tendat ad al iqua malefacta supra mare
et aquas aliquo modo facta sive perpe trata. Incujus, &c. Teste Rege apud
Wes tmonasterium secundo die Novembris.

Two sim ilar atents were g ranted on the same date to Richard Doke .

veoman, and i lliam Souter, labourer , both of Peckham.
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4.
—THE DUKE OFYORK AT DARTFORD.

—See p. lxxiv.
The most minute account of the encampment of the Duke o f

York at Dartford is contained in the fol lowing extract from
the CottonianRoll, ii. 23.

A t Crayfl
'

ord, myle from Dert fi
'

ord.
a o die mensisMarenanno regni RegisHenrici Sexti xxx° ther was my

Lord of Yorkes ordynaunce , iijm ill . gownner , and bym se lf? in the midde ll
ward with Viljmfl-o my Lord of Devynshe r by the southe side wi th vjml lL.
and my Lord Cobham with vjmflo at the water side , and vii . shippuswi th
ther stuff. And si th that ryme, and sith was povntm ent made and taken at

Der tfi
'

ord by embasse tours. my Lord the B . ofWynchest er, my Lord B. of
E ly , my Lord the Er le of Salusbury , m Lorde ofWarrewik, my Lo rd Bew
cham , and my Lord Of Syde ley , &c. , w iche poyntment was, &C. And soon
after was Chat te rley , yeman of the Crown, maymed, not wi thstondyng he
was takynat De rby wi th money making and ladde to London. Thenafter
the Kyngesyemanof his cham bur , namyd Fazakerley , wi th le t teriswas sent
to Ludde lowe to my Lord of Yorke chargyng to do forth a certeynof his
mayny , Arthern, squier , Sharpe , ier , &c. the whiche Fazaker ley h ld in
avow try Sharpes Wifi

'

,
the which 8 rpe slewe Fitzacurley , and a er o f

Lud low roos and the Commyns, &c. , the whych baker is at Ky llyngwort h
Cast e l l , Si c. After this my Lord of Shrousbury , &c., rode in to Kent

, and
se t up v. peyre of galowes and dede execucion uponi

ohnWy lkyns, taken
and brought to the towne as for capteyn, and with O e r mony mo, of th e
whiche xxvi i' . we re bonged and be heded , the whiche hedes were sent to
London ; an Londonsai d ther shuld no mo bedes be se t upon there ; and

fi
t me Etonwas robbyd, and the Kyng beyng atWynsor on Lowe Sou
Y: C

5 .
—Tm DUKE or YORK AND THE COUNCIL—See pp. xcviii—ix .

The following document is enrolled on the Patent Roll 32

Henry VI . , membrane 20

P ro Rica rdo Dace Boon—Rex omnibus ad quos, &c. , salutem. Inspexi
mus tenorem cujusdam actus inconsil io nostro apudWestmonasterium t ento

facti, venerabili patr i Johanni Cardinali e t Archi episcopo
Anglia: primati, Cancel lar io nostro, pe r Thomam Kent clencum ejusdem
consilii nost r i ad exemplifim tionem tenons pracdicti sub Magno S igil lo nostro
in forma debita fiendam nupe r delibe ratum et in filacusCancellanz nostra:

residentem,
inhaec ve rba

The xxj . da of Novembre , the yere of the regne of oure Souve rainLo rde
King Henry t e VJ th xxxijt t. at Westmynst re, inthe S te rred Chambre, bein
there present the Lo rdes, the Cardinal Archebisshop of Cant erbury an

Chaunce ller of Eng land , th
'

Archebisshop of Yorke , the B is hops of London,

Winchestre . El
fln
Norwich, Saint Davides, Chestre, m o ln, and Car

-isle ,
the Due of Buc gham , th

'
Erles of Salisbury , Pembroke , Warrewrk, i l t

shire , Shrovesbury , and Worcestre. Tresoure r of Eng land, the Viscount
Bourchie r, the P riour of Se int Johns, the Lo rdes Cromwe ll , Suddeley,

B udde le S tourton, and Berners. The Duc of Yorkreherced unto the send

Lordes t t he , as the Kinges true li and su
'

t , was by oommaundeo

ment direct ed unto him undre them Prive come bi dre to the

Kings gree t Counsail, and wolde wi th afidili ence to his we r entende to

the same , and to al l that that sholde or might to the we are of the King
and of his subget tes but for asmoche as it 5 00was that divers pe rsones, suche
as of longe ryme have been of his Counsail, have be commaunded afore this

tyme , by what meaneshe watte never , not to entende uponhim. but to wi th
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exequamini in forma praedicta. Damus autem universis e t singul is vice
com i t ibus, majoribus, balliv is, constabulariis, ac aliis officiari is, ministris,
fide libus leg iis e t subdit is nostris quibuscunque , tam infra libe rtates quam
extra,

tenore praasent ium, firmi ter inmanda tisquod vobis e t vest rum cui li be t

in executione preemissorum intendentes sint , assistentes e t auxi liantes in
omnibus d iligenter. In cujus&c. Teste Rege apudWestmonasterium , x .

d ie Februari i . Per Consilium.

Consimiles literae Reg is patentes diriguntur carissimo consanguineo suo

whanni Duci NorFf ’ ac d ilect is e t fide l ibus suisThomae Tudenham mihti ,
i llie lmo Chamber leynm iliti , Miloni S tapultonmili t i, e t PhilippoWentwort h

mil i ti ; necnon d i lect is sibi Wil le lmo Calthorp , Johanni Heydon, Henrico
Inglose , Johanni Wymondham, e t Thomae Claymond in comitatu Norfl

"

.

Teste ut supra.

Consimiles literae Regispatentesdiriguntur dilectis e t fidelibus suis majori
e t aldermannis ac vicecomitibus villa: sua de Kyn eston supe r Hul l, e t

corum cuilibe t invilla praedicta. T este Rege apud estmonasterium , xvj.
die Februarii.
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at the expense of the Abbot, give him every security in Court to
release the lands inPastun.

Ralph de Pastonwas son, as I take it
”

(says Blome li eld),
of thisRicher, and appears to have had two sons, Richar dand.
N icholas.

Richard , son of Ralph de Paston, by his deed, sans d ue,

granted to Geoffrey, son of Roger de Tweyt, lands inth is town

(Oxnead), paying 9d . per ann. for hishomage and service , 405 .

for a fine (inger rurnam), and paying to him and hisheirs onthe
feasts of S t . Andrew, Candlemas, Pentecost, and S t. Michael,
each feast, 2 5 . ob. He sealed with one lir . Laurence «le Reppes,
Wil liam and John, hisbrother, Wil liam de Bradfield, &c., were

witnesses.
”

-Blomefield, vi. 480-1 .

“ There was also ano ther branch of this family, of which
wasWystan, orWolstan, de Paston, whom I take to be the lineal
ancestor of S ir Will iam Paston, th e Judge, and the Earls of

Yarmouth . ThisWolstan lived in the re ignof Henry II. and

Richard I . , and married, as isprobable, a daughter of the Glan

villes, as appeared from an impalement Of Paston and Glanville
in the windows o f PastonHal l in Paston. H is son and he ir

styled himself Robert de Wystonand Robert de Paston; who,
dying in or about 1242 , was bur ied at Bromholm, and left

Edmund de Paston. TO thisEdmund, son of Robert, son of
\Volstan de Paston, S ir Richard de Paston gave the land in
Paston which Robert, his father, held of him and N icholas, his

brother, by deed ran: date.
—B lomefield, vi. 481 .

Undated Deed of Nicholaus filiusRadulfi D iaconi de Paston,

granting to Rober t, sonof Wistande Paston, two parcels of lands—one of them abutting on the lands of Eudo de Paston. Wit
nesses—Richard de Trunch Will. Esprygy Ralph de Réppes
Roger de Reppes; Richard, s. of Ralph de Baketon; John de
Reppes; Roger, s. of Warin de Paston; Hugh, s. Of Will. de
Paston, &c.

—Add . Charter B .M. (PastonMSS .)
Undated Deed of Richard, sonof Ralph de Pastune, ting

tO
‘

Edmund, sonof Robert Wistande Fastuue, lands inPi
n

ning
St e —(Seal ad acned, infine condition. ) Add. Chart er
E.M. (Paston
Blomefield also ment ions (vi . 48 1 ) that N icholas, sonof Ralph

de Paston, gave lands to Robert, son Of Wystande Paston, by
deed ran: date. Witness, Roger de Repps.
Undated Deed Poll , bywhich Richard, the sonof Ralph , Deacon

of Paston, grants to Edmund, the son Of Robert Wiston of

Paston, certain lands at Paston—Add. Charter E.M.

(D. Turner
’

s Collectionof Deeds relating to Norfolk. )
Richard, sonofRalphdePaston, according toBlomefield (xi.

gave 12d . a year rent inPastonto the Priory of Bromholm. This

gift isalso mentioned by Ri chard Taylor inhis Index Monasticus.

of the Diocese of Norwich, p. 15 , where the purpose of the en.

dowment is said to be “
to keep their books inrepair .

”
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Deed, cited by B lomefield (vi. by Richard, sonof John,
son of Richard de Paston, granting to Richer Alunday and his

heirs hisnative Al ande Tilney, with all his family,&c. (cum tot a

requela), and 7 acres of land in Pastonand Knapton, with mac
suages, &c. , for 4 marks of silver ingzrsumam,

and a rent of

22d . a year .

Undated Deed Poll ,wherebyWill iam , the sonofRobert Barr ett,

grants to Edmund, the sonof Robert Whistonof Paston, certain
lands in the CommonField of Paston—Add. Charter

B .M. (D . Turner
’
s ColL)

Undated Indenture bet weenClement Parcerit of Gimmingham,

and Cecil, hiswife, and Edmund, the son of Robert de Paston,
concerning lands in Paston Field—Add. Charter E.M.

(D . Turner
’
sColl . )

Undated Deed Poll, by whi ch Richard de Lessingham grants

to Wil liam
,
sonof Robe rt de Paston, certain lands in the Com

monField of Paston.
-Add. Charter (D . Turner’ sCo lL)

Ancient Deed of Nich. Chancehose of Baketun granting to

Edmund, fil. Roberti Wistan de Pastun, and hishe irs, for 30s ,

a trm oda of land in Pastun.
—Add. Char ter B .M.

(PastonMSS .

Undated Deed Poll, bywhi ch Richard, sonof Johnde Paston,
grants to Roger, his brother, certain lands in Paston Field.

Add. Charter B .M. (D. Turner
’
s Coll . )

Undated Deed Poll, whereby Hugh , sonofWil liam de Pastun,
grants to Walter, son of Edmund de Pastun, and his heirs, a

trerroda of land in the fields of Pastun, “ inter terram quae fuit
Osbern

'

Salr. ex parte Austri, et terram quae fuit Ricardi
Chaumpeneys ex part e Aquilonis, et abuttat super forreram quae
fii it Roberfi Carpentar

' versus Orientem, et super liberam e t

terram ecclesiae de Past
’ versus Occidentem .

—Add. Charter

2004, E.M.

A .D . 13 13, 16 Oct. Will iam de Pastonobtainsapardonas

an adherent of the Earl of Lancaster for his par ticipat ionin the
death of Gavaston, and the d isturbances occasioned thereby.

”

16 Oct , 7 Edw. II. —Palgrave ’s Parliamentary Writs, vol. ii,
div . iii, p. 1262 .

A.D . 1324, 22 Jan. Deed Poll, dated on Sunday after the

Feast of S t . Agnes, 17 Edward II, wherebyHenry de Mundham,

parson of Oxnead, and another , grant to William Hautayne and
Alice, hiswife, a ceit ain messu e and premises inOxnead.

Add. Charter 14, 804, B .M. (D . Turner
’
s Coll .

A .D . 1324, 19 Feb . Quit-Claim by Edmund, son of Robert

de Neketone, to Robert de Paston, Tabernarius, of lands in the

fields without the West Gate of Bury S t . Edmund
’
s. Sunday

after S t. Valentine
’
s Day, 1 7 Edw. II. Seal attached—Had .

Charter 54 A . 3 1, B .M.

A .D . 1329 , 24 Dec . Deed Poll of Margery, daughter o f

Robert de N eketon granting to Robert de Paston lands inthe
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fields of S t . Edmund’s. S t. Edmund
’
sBury, Sunday, Christmas

Eve, 3 Edw. III.—Harl. Charter 54 A . 32 , E.M.

A .D. 1330. Pe tition to Parliament 4 Edw. III. of Johnde
Claveryng, complaining that JohnPayne of Dunwich, Constantine
de Paston, AustinFi tzwilliam, and others of Dunwich, tookby
force and arms five ships and a boat belonging to him, at Wal

Ierswyke, and goods to the value of 300, after having beat,
shipwrecked, and im risoned (baterm t, nauf refl nt, at

rent ) the said Johns servants. The king
’
s answer :

Chauncellerie oyer et terminer pur le horibilite du trespas, devant

covenables justices.

”
-Rolls of Parl. ii. 33.

A .D . 1333, 29 April . Deed Poll, dated Thursdaynext before

the Feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, 7 Edward III,
whereby Alice, widow of William Hautayne, grants to Henry de
Colby and others a messuage , with the appurtenances inOxnead.

—Add. Chart er E.M . (D . Turner
'

s Coll. )
A .D . 134 1 , 28 Aug . Deed Poll of Robert de Pastongranting

to William de Bradeleghe and William Chi ld, Chaplains, lands
in the fields of St. Edmund

’
s Bury, without the West Gate at

S tanywerp, &c. S t. Edmund
’

s Bury, Tuesday after S t . Bartbo
lomew, 15 Edw. III.—Harl . Charter 54 F . 37, B .M.

A .D . 134 12 Indenture of 15 Edw. III. be tween John de
Knapeton, rector of Freugges, and Clement de Pastonand Will.
hisson—Add. Charter E.M. (PastonMSS . )
A.D . 1361 . Charter of S ir Rob . de Mauteby to the Prior of

S t . Olave
’

s, Herlyngflet, 35 Edw. III. —Add. Charter

(PastonMSS . ) B .M.

Notes of Proceedings inOutlawry of the time of Edward III .
Judgment by S ir JohnHody, mentioned ina more modernhand .

—PastonMSS . ,
E.M.

A .D . 1382 , 5 Oct . Deed Poll , dated on Sunday next afier

the Feast of S t. Michael, 6 Richard by which Robert de

Pastongrants to John Gant c inPastonfield—Add.

Charter E.M. (D . Turner
’

sColL)
A .D . 1404, 1 Oct. Deed by which Mary, Lady Mortimer,

mother of S ir JohnFastolf, grants to her said s
‘

onher manors of

Caister and Caister Hall, together with her manor of Repps and
the advowson of the free Chapel of S t. John, within the said

manor of Caister, to hold to him and his heirs for ever. 1 Oct. ,
6 Henry IV.

—Add. Charter B .M. (D. Turner
'

s Coll . )
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The Townof Chyrbourgh and the Castell.
The Townof Vernoile and ij. Castell.
The Townof Morteynand the Castell .
The Townof Powntlarche and the Castell.
The Townof Esey and the Castell.
The Townof Dounfrount and the Castell.
The Townof Pountedomer and the Castell
The Townof Turve and the Castell.
The Townof Costaunce and the Castell.
The Cytee of Roonand the Castell .
The Townof Galionand the Castell.
The Town of Galdebek[Caudebec].
The Townof Mustirvilers.

The Townof Depe.

The Townof Ve and the Castell.
The Townof Vernoile suz Seyne and the
The Townof Mawut and the Castell.
The Castell of Towk.

The Castell of Morvile.

The Castell of Overs inAwge.

The Abbey of Seint Saverssuz Deve.
The Abbey of Seint Peerssuz D ive.

The Abbey of Seint Stevenis of Cane
The Bole Abbey of Cane.

The Castell of Cursy.

The Castell of Gundy.

The Castell of Nevylebeke .

The Castell of Vermus.

The Castell of Garey.

The Castell of 00 [Eu].
The Castell of Vileme .

The Castell of Egyll.
The Castell of Regyll.
The Castell of Curton.

The Castell of Fagem on.

The Castell of Chamberexs.
The Castell of Ryveers.
The Castell of Bewmanill .
The Castell of Bewmalyn.



A .D . 14 17
-

9 ] [1 5
‘

l Y

The Castell of Harecourt .

The Abbey of Behelwyn.

The Castell of Parlevesque .

The Castell of Semper.
The Castell of Tracy.

The Castell of Tylly.

The Castell of Groby.

The Castell of Garsell.
The Castell of Hommbe.

The Castell of Seynt Denise.
The Castell of Bonvile .

The Castell of Grennevile .

The Castell of Perers.

The Castell of Se ih t Gilerinz.
The Castell of Bewmound.

The Castell of Asse la Rebole.
The Castell of Tanny.

The Castell of Antony.

The Castell of Balon.

The Castell of Mountfort.
The Castell of Tovey.

The Castell of Lowdon.

The Castell of Noaus.

The Castell of Seynt Romains inPlaine.

The Castell of Daungell.
The Castell of Feschere.
The Castell of Bolore.

The Castell of Keshank.

The Castell of Turre.

The Castell of Seint Imains.

The Castell of Seint Germains.

The Castell of Bomstapyll.
The Castell of Croile.

The Castell of Bakuile.

The Castell of Bellacombyr.
The Castell of Douyle .

The Castell of Likome.

The Castell of Ankyrvile.

The Abbey of Seint Katerinz.
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These er the gates names of Room, and how the

lordys lay insege, and to fore what gate, and also the
derth of vitaileswithyn the forseyd Cyt ee of Roon.

Le Por t Cause/zen To fore thysgate, laymy Lord of
Clarense1 vuto riversyde of Seyne with mykyl of hys
howsold and a grete market ; and then fro that gate
upward laymyLord ofUrmound,2mymaistreCorwayle3
wi th the Lord Talbotts meyme. Le Por t de Castell .

At thysgate myLordMarchallf theLord ofHaryngton.

Le P or t de B ea/w i ry”. At thys gate lay my Lord of

Excester. Le Por t de Vowdelagafe. To fore thys gate
lay the Lord Roos, the LordWylleby, the Lord Fyhew,

5

Sir JohnGray, and Sir
'William Port er . Le Por t Seint

Yllare. To fore thys gate lay the kyng and my Lord
of Glowcestyr . Le Port deMar tynoile. To fore thys
laymy Lord ofWarwykand Sir PhelipLeche . LeP or t

debut de Potent. To fore thys gate lay my Lord of

Huntyngdon,myLord of Sawlisbyry,mymaistreNevile,
andmymayster Umphirvile. LePort de Vz

'

eozmz
‘

. Thys

ys the chefe Watergate of the town, and at thys gate
cometh inal maner marchawndysand vitailes.

Fur thyrmore as towchyng to the derth of vytayles

withyn thys forseyd
.

Cytee, j . [one]
.

Buschell of Whete
wasworth v. scutys, j . lofe j . frank, j . dog 1. frank, j . kat
ijs. sterlinges, j. rat vjd. sterlinges. And as towch

yng all other vitailes, i t was spendit or that we com in
to the Cytee.

Urbis RotomagiWulstano captio claret,
Quam Rex Henr icus Quintussexto capit anno.

Thomas, Dulce of Clarence, the King
’
sbrother .

James But ler, Ear l of Ormond.

3 Sir JohnCornwall , af terwards Lord Fanho
ohn
é
flowbray, Ear l Marshal , afterwards

o

uke of Norfolk.
M Ugh.
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H em/

y V] .

A.D. I 424 .

—INFOR 1\IATION AGAINST WALTER ASLAR .

[From PastonMSS . , B.M.]

refers to p as lane as the fourth year of Henry VI . ,
and there tgfe cannot be m rlier

roceedin as

tfizn1426 ; but as it mainly relates to 0 es

committed m the second year of Henry VI. , i t . 1424, we have arran it
under that year.

E it remembred that where, on the nyght next
biforne the feste of the Circumcisionof owre
Lord Jesu, the [second] 1 yeer of the regne o f

Kyng Henry the Sexte, certeynsmafi
'

aisours,
felons,and brekeresof the kyngespeasvnknowyn,to the
noumbre of 1iijxx[f our score] andmore by estimacion, of
malice and 1magmac10n forne thowght felonowsly, the
dwellyng place of JohnGrysofWyghton, inWyghton, in
the shyre of Norfl

'

olk, brokyn, and with carpenteresaxes
the yates and the dores of the seyd place hewen, and
the seyd JohnGrys, and hyssone, and a servaunt man

of hese by here bodyes tokya, and fro the seyd dwel
lyng place by the space of a myle to a payre galwes
ledden, there hem for to have hangyd and by cause
hem fayled ropes convenient to here felonowse purpos,
the seyd JohnGrys, hese some, and hysmanthere felon
owsely slowenand mordered in the most orn

'

ble wyse
that ever was herd spoken of in that cuntre . Wher
up onWalter Aslak, purposyng and imaginyng to putte
William Paston in drede and intollerable fere to be

1 Thisword is omitt ed in the MS.
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slaynand mordered in the seyd forme with force and
ageyn the kinges peas, on the shyre day of Norfi

’

olk,
haldenat Norwiche, the xxviij. day of August, in the

seyd secunde yeer, beyng there thanne a grete con

gr egacionof poeple by cause of the seyd shyre, inhese
owh e persone, and by R ichard Kyllynworth, that tyme
hese servaunt, to the seyd William Paston swiche and

so manymanacesof deth and dismembryngmad enand
puttynby certeyns Englische billes rymed in partye,
and up on the yates of the Priorie of the Trinite
chirche of Norwiche, and on the yates of the chyrche

of the FreresMenures of Norwiche, and the yates of
the same Cite called Nedeham yates and Westewyk

yates, and inothre placeswyth inne the seyd Cite by
the seyd Walter and Richard sette, makyng mension
and beryng thisundyrstondyng that the seyd William ,

and hese clerkes, and servauntes schuld be slayn and

mordered in lyke forme as the seyd JohnGrys in the
seyd forme was slayne and mordered conteyning also
these too wordes inLatyn, ez

‘
eete m

,
by which wordes

communely it was undyrstandyn that the forgeers and
makersof the seyd billes imagyned to the seyd Will iam.

hese clerkesand servauntes, more malice and harm than
in the seyd bill eswas expressed . Wherfore the seyd
William ,

hese seyd clerkesand servauntz , by longe tyme

aftyr were ingret and intollerable drede and fere by the
sayd mafl

'

aisoursand felons to be slaynand mordered.

Wherfore the seyd William, hese clerkesand servauntes,
ne durst not at here fredom nothyr goonne ryde.

Wher up onthe seyd William,
for hese owynpersone,

afi
‘

ermyd a pleynt of trespasageyn the seyd Walter and

Richard, processe contynued ther up on til the seyd
Wal ter and Richard were founden

'

gilty of the seyd tres

pasby an iniquisicionther of takynindwe and lawefii ll
forme, by whiche inquisicion the damages of the seyd
William for the seyd trespaswere taxed to cxxIL
Attyr which pleynte affermyd, and to fore ony plec up
onthe seyd pleynt pleded , the seyd Walter and Will iam ,

by Thomas Erpyngham , Knyght, a myghty and a gret
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supportour of the seyd Wal ter inalle these matiers and
circumstaunces ther of ageyn the seyd William

,
were

induced to trete in the same matier in the forme that
folwith : That is to seyne, that the seyd William schuld
sue forth the seyd pleynt and the execucion ther of at
hese owne will, and the seyd Walter schuld defende
bym self in the seyd pleynt at hese owne will, except
that he schuld no benefice take by noonproteccion, no
wrytte of cocoa: cummu m, ne of no lordeslettresup on
the seyd sute. And what so ever fortunyd in the seyd

pleynt, the procos, execucion, or the sute ther of, the seyd
Wal ter and William schuld stonde and obeye to the

ordinaunce of certeynspersones by the seyd William
andWalter arbitratoresthat tymenamed, if theimyghten
accordyn, and ellys of anoonpier also that same tyme

named
, of alle the seyd trespas, pleynt, and sute, and

alle the circumstauncesther of, so that the seyd arbitre
ment and ordinaunce of the seyd arbitratores, or ellysof
the seyd nounpier, were made withinne xl. dayes next
folwyng aftyr the jugement geven in the seyd pleynt.
And aftyrward, the Thursday next bifornPentecost,

the thrydde yeer of the regne of the seyd kyng, at
London, in the presence of the right excellent , high
and myghty prynce, the Due de Gloucestre

,

1
and

by hese commaundement, atte sute and instaunce

of the seyd Thomas Erpyngham ,
it was accordyd

bytwen the seyd Will iam and Walter that thei
schuld stande and obeye to the ordinaunce and award
of alle the seyd matiersof tweyne of these iiij. persones,
William Phelip, Knyght , Henry l nglose, Knyght, Oliver
Groos, and Thomas Derham, chosen on the partye

of the seyd William Paston, and tweyne of those iiij.

persones, Symond Felbrygge, Knyght, BryanStapilton,
Knyght, Roberd Clyf ton, Knyght, and Johnof Berneye

of Redeham, chosenon the partie of the seyd Water,

and elles the decree and jugement of a nounpier to be
chosen by the same arbitrores. The whiche William
Phelip, BryanStapilton, Roberd Clyfion, Oliver Groos,

1 Humphrey , Duke of Gloucester, Protector of Eng land.
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thannext f olwyng, the seyd Walter by hese sotill and
ungoodly enformacion caused the seyd Duke to be

hevy lord to the seyd William. Where the seyd Wil
liam the tyme of the seyd enformacion waswith Sir
JohnJermy, Knyght, and othre of the counseill of the

seyd Dukof Norfifolkm hyslordshipes1nNorfi
’

olkand

Suffolk, thanne to bym falle fallen] by the deth of the
rightworthyandnoble lady hysmodyr , occupied abowte
the dwe service ofwryttesof deem elazmt exlr emuml aftyr

the deth of the seyd lady. And where as the seyd
William Paston, by assignement and commaundement

of the seyd Dukof Norii
'

olk, at hese fyrst passage over
the see in to Normandye, in the kynges tyme Henry
the Fyfte, was the Styward of the seyd Due of Norfi

‘

olk,
of all hese lordshipes inNorffolk and Suffolk fro hys
seyd passage un to the seyd feste of Michelmesse ;
[And2 over that as sergeaunt of lawe, thow he be un

worthy,w1thholdynwith the seydDuc ofNorfi
‘

olkal le the
tyme thathewassergeauntb1fore thesame feste ofMichel
messe. And all be it that the feesand the wages of the
seydWilliam for hysseyd service unpayed drawetha gret
some to hys pouere degree, if the seyd Dukof Norfiolk
k ed, of hysnoble and plentifous grace, to graunte to
the seyd William , inright, ony par t of the favour of hese
good lordship, the seyd William wolde evere be hys

pouere and trewe bedeman, and evere in hys herte
thenke alle hys seyd service, and alle the service that
everhe dede to the seyd[Duke]ofNorfolk,plentefousely
weell rewardyd .

3
]

And where the seyd Wal ter, the tyme of the seyd
trespas and of the seyd bylles makyng ne long
to fore, ne never aftyr biform the seyd comyng of

the seyd Due of Norfi
’

olk to Norwich, ne no tym e

hangyng the seyd sute, ne the tyme of makyng of the

said arbitrement and ordinaunce, neverwasservaunt to
1 These were writs issued on the death of a tenant m capzte of the Crown,

and directed to the escheatorsm the different cou
g
ties

a
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9 Over thisword '

iswrit ten va,
”
the first sy llab e

e

of w ear, showing that

the ssage is cance lled.

3 ere iswritt en
‘ ‘
cat.

"
-S ee Note 2.
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the seyd Duc of Norfi
'

olkat fees, ne at wages, me wyth
haldyninhese service, ne to hym sued to be supported
by hese high Lordship in thisseyd matier, to the know
leche of the seydWilliam,

ne tono communeknowleche,
in the shyres of Norfib lk, Suffolk, ne Norwiche the

sute that the seyd Walter made for supportacion in this
seyd matier was be the meene of the seyd Thomas
Erpyngham to the seyd Duk of Gloucestre, by whose
reule and commaundemente the seyd arbitrement and
awar d was mad in the forme aforn seyd. And not

wi th stondyng the seyd trespas and grevaunce by the
seyd Walter doon the seyd William, me that the seyd
Will iam me isnot satisfied of the seyd cxxli o , me no peny
therof

,
and hath absteyned bym of al maner of execu

cion, sewyng of godes or catelles
,
that by force of the

seyd processe, or ony othyr, he myght have had ageyn

the seydWal ter or hese borwes[sureties],ne that the seyd
Will iam hath sufi

'

red the seyd Wal ter to gonat large by
long tyme whanhe myght have had hysbody inwarde
inlawfull forme : The seyd Walter

,
be bill es in the too

last parlementz holdenat Westminster and at Leycestre,
and at diverstymesindiversother manereshath noysed
and Skaundered the seyd William ungoodly and othyr

wyse thanothyr [either] gentilnesse or trowthe wolde
and, overmore, caused theseydWilliam orribly tobeman

assed of hysdeth, betyng and dismembryng of hysper

sone by certeyns servauntz of the LordesFitz Wanter
and othre persones,and by ferefull and overe felle lettres
and sondes. Wherfore the seyd Will iam , nothyr hese
fremdes, ne hese servauntz in hys companye, at here
fredam sithen the seyd parlement at Leycestre durit
not, ne yet me dar not rydyn ne goo abowt e swyche

occupacionas he am used and d isposed , to here grete
and unportable drede and vexacioninhere spirites, and
gret harme and damage and losse of here pouere goodes.

[Overmore,
1 the seydWalter hath sued, and yet rigor

ouslysuetheawrytteofdede: tantum
fz
ageynsx. personesof

1 Here iswritt en va.
”—S ee p. 1 6, Note 2 .

9 A writ against a juror who had been bribed, b which the prosecutor
could recover from him ten t im es the amount of the ribe , dividing the pro
ceedswith the King .

C
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the seyd Inquisicionand ij . of the servauntz of the seyd
Will iam and iiij. othre persones; supposyng byhese seyd
sute hem to have takenof the seyd Will iam m hysseyd
syte lxij

1L 62] and more of moneye. Thewhiche sute
of denes tantum the seyd Walter, betwyx God and hym,

knowith verraly isuntrewe. And also the seyd Walter
hath sued, and yet persuyth Adam Anbre, on of the

seyd Inquisicion in the court of the seyd Due of Nor

fi
’

olkof hysmanoir ofFomsete, by cause and occasionof
the seyd matiers, inwhiche sute in the seyd court it is
proceded ageyn the seyd Adam in o ther maner thanne
othyr lawe, consci ence, or good fayth wolde.

1
]

Overmore the seyd William,
atte commaundement of

the seydDuc of Norfi
'

olk, hath submytted hym to stonde

to the ordinaunce of divers persones of alle the seyd
matiers onesat Leycestre, the Wednesday next biforn
Palm Someday, the iiij. yeer of the regne of the seyd
kyng ; anothyr ryme atteReed clyf inApril l the same iiij.
yeer, aftyr the forme of certeynsbillesendented ther of
made. The whiche submission, with alle the circum
staunces ther of, the seyd Wil liam hath be at alle tymes

redy to obeye . The cause why the seyd Wal ter, by the
seyd Englishe bylles, and inothyr forme, putte and sette
the seyd William,

and hese seyd clerkesand servauntz ,
indrede and fere intollerable to be slaynand mordered ,
and to hem trespaced in the forme aforn seyd, was
onely for as moche as the seyd William was with the
prior of Norwiche of counseill e inhese trewe defence
ageyn the entent of the seyd Walter ina sute that he
made ageyn the seyd priour of a vowesonof the chyrche
of Sproustonm the counte of Norfi

’

olk wher to the seyd
Walter hath nothyr title suffisaunt ne right inno maner
wyse by ony matier by hym declar ed byforn thys tyme.

This serowe ismad only for the informacionof the

worthy and worshipfull lordes the arbitrores savyng
evere to the maker the benefice resonably to aodde and
amenuse

,
his ignoraunce in swiche occupacion and

defaute of leyser also tendrely considered.

1 Here iswritten cat.
”—S ee p. 1 6, Notes 2 and 3.
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Julle or August last passed, told me that he yede with
yow to the cardinales hons, T rikaricensis,

1
to espie if

any swyche processe were sued ageynme as the seyd

lettresspecifien, and that ye told the same prest at alle
tymes ther was thanno swiche processe sued

,
ne had

the whiche relacion I trust and beleve bettre than the
seyd lettres. I have, by advys of counseill, inmakyng
a procuracie ad agefldzem,

defefldmdzem, pr ovoearzdzem,

et dope/lonely ”: to yow and the seyd Maister John
Urry and the Wynsalaw (P) de Swysto and also a

general appelle, the engrossyng of wyche the messager
of this bill myght nought abide ; the whiche proeu
racic and appelle I shal sende to yowt persone, tantum
modo [cum pecuniis

2
], with moneye onward

, on trust .
My Wi l l is, ye have the chief govem aunce of this
matier, and that this ar ticle be counseille secret] ;
wher upon I prey yow hertily to be saddely avysed in

these matiers, and
, as nede is, so to govem e hem by

your wysdom,
that the seyd priouresesrat and honeste,

and mynalso, to yowt worshepe be saved and that, in
alle haste resonable, ye lyke to sende me redes lettres
of alle the seyd matier, and the circumstances ther of,
and who ye wi l I be governed in thismater . I was
nevere somouned, ne never badde tydynges of this
matier but by seyd lettresand o ther fleyng tales that I
heve herd sithen, ne nevere hadde to do more with the
seyd JohnWortes than is specified inthe seyd instruo
cion. AI myghty God have yow in Hisgovemaunce .

Wn
'

tenat London, the v. day of Novembre .

Yowre frend unknowen.

3

1 Thomas B rancaccio, Cardina l Bishop of Trim rico. He was made a

Cardinal by his unc le , Pope JohnXX III, and is said to have be ena man of
very bad mo
2 Inter lined, and aft erwards erased.

3 Above these words, and in the p lace where the signature might have been
expected , occur these names, one above another

“
Th omas Abbas de Leyston, inCom

’

Sufi
'

.

Ricardus Freme lyngham conmnoni chus ibidem.

They do not , however , aa pw to be connected with the le tt er .

lowing words are also scraw ed be tween this le t te r and the nex t : N . pe r

sona ecclesia: de Teste rt on in Com'

Norfl
'

. Gees Cut tyng . Joh
’

persona
ecc lesiae de Vermuth A licia Gosloth
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A l nrtrueez
'

on and Inf ormaez
'

on of fire ver ray treme

mat ier betwen t/ze P r imer and t/ze Cor/e at of B rom
lzolm and flu seyd j oi mand me, as I am enf ormed ,
and as I knowe toue/zam‘ my persone and Me

l

IGHT worthy and worshepefull Sir, I
recomaunde to yow, preyeng yow to

wite that I have resceyved yowr good ly
lettresmakyngmencion that Sir John

Paston,2 ut asserit, hath optyned me condempnyd to

bym inCCC[v1j . ]
3 marcz and C s. and that the same

John, atte reverence of your right worthy persone,
bathe cesed of hissute of certeinsprocessesageynsme
up on the seyd condempnacion, takyng continuance 4
of the same matier unto Cristemasse next comyng ; by
which lettres ye conseille me to make ende with the

seyd John, ne deterius inde cont ingat. I [s]end yow,

closed with this bil le, [the] 5 copie of um fremdly lettre
that the seyd Johnhathe sent to me late, touchant the
same matier . The seyd priour hath sent also to yow,

and toMaysterWilliam Swan, whiche longe hathe be his
procurator, a procuracie for my person, and v. marcz

of moneye onward. Wher up, in the seyd prioures
name, and inmyn ownal so

,
I prey yow hertily to sett e

al these matieres in continuaunce um to yowt comyng
into Ingeland and because ye am here beneficed, owr
cuntreman, and of worshepe and cunnyngworthyly eu

dowed, the seyd priour and hisbrether, and I also,willen
gladdely inthese matieresbe treted by yow and if this
mesure be accepted, and we may have knowyng here
ther of, it shall cause the attemptacion of diverses
matieres a geynsumme frendes of the seyd John to

cese. And if this cont inuance be refused, I prey yow,

with al my power, that of your wysdom and good dis
crecionye wille, in the seyd priouresname, and myn,
defendeu the seyd sutes, and alle other that the seyd

1 Sic .

7 The t itl e Sir was at this t ime commonly prefixed to a priest ’sname .

e Vlj .

"
is struckout . 4 Cont iafice , MS . he re and after .

5 S truckout.
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Johne sueth ageyn the seyd priour and me, in your
bestmaner, and to be of owr counseill inthesematieres
and asye lyke resonablely to write to us

, so we wil be

governed inyowre rewarde, and al other circumstaunces
of the same matieres.

1 I conceyve by your seyd lettres
that the grece of the matier conteigned in the same
ye have of the informacionand assercionof the seyd
John, and as he hath enformed yow, I wot weel ye
trewely writen but I hope and trust verrayly the

matier of his informacion isuntrewe [for he hathe no
cause to swe to me, ne I wasnevre somounedne cited 2] .
The priour of Bromholm sued ageynthe seyd Johnand

other in Ingeland a wryt of pramzem
'

r e f aez
’

ar
,
and I

was therinof the same pri ourescounseill as the lawe of
Ingelond and myn ofli ce willen, and more I have
nought hadde to do with the seyd Johne, and I can
nought beleve that in this cas the same Johne myght
by your lawe any swich sute have ageynme as your le t
tre specifieth. Also William, the prest Specified inyowr

[letter],
3 told me that he, after that ye told hym of this

matier, lyke as he comuned with Maister
William Swan, and he told the seyd prest ther no pro
cesse in the courte ageynme inno maner 4

The above two documents are from a corrected drafi , written

on one side of a broad Sheet of paper. On the other side is a

long Latinpleading, also much corrected, relative to the Abbey
of Bermondsey prefixed to which are the following words, inthe

same hand as the preceding letters

S ir, do writen ij. copies of thisnote inpapier, wy
de wri ten,

and gete a copie of the wri tte in the Eschekyr ageyn.

The pleading referred to is ina different hand, and begins as

follows

Et praedictusabbasdicit quod ipse de praemissis domino Regi
compotum reddere nondebet ; quia di cit quod diu ante erectio

nem,
fundationem sive erectionem prioratusde Bermundeseye qui

nunc erectus est inpraedictam Abbatiam,
WillielmusRufus filiut

Wil lelmi Conquestorisnuper Rex Angliae fuit seisitusde manerio

de Bermundeseye,
” &c.

1 Here occur the following words, crossed out Ferthermore , touchant

my rsone , I me rvail le that the seyd Fer thermore .

”

2 truckou t. 3 Omi t ted inMS .

The d raft here endsabruptly.
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scavoir que encelle meyme cause 11disWilhelmes est
redevaules et enquews envers moy, par sentence dif
finitive que j

’ay obtenu pour moy, enmille deuls cens
et trente ducas, et que li disWilhelmesne pnet yestre
jamays absols sy nonqu’ il soit d ’

acort auvecquelsmoy.

Escript a en la ville de Brugesle xxiije jour de Jenvier.
JOHANNES PASTON,

1
entempspassé Priour

de Broholm, et pour le present evesquels
de Corkagen, le tout vostre.

A .D . 1 426, 1 March .

WILLIAM PASTON TO W ILLIAM WORSTED AND OTHERS .

[From PastonMSS .
, B .M.]

car 1425 the questionof the validity of the Duke of Gloucester’s
marriage withJacqueline of Hainault was be fore the Court of Rome . This
le tt er must have beenwritt en in the spring of the year followi whenPar

liament was sitting at Le icester. The original is slight ly muti lated at the

edge inone place.

A mez tz
'

er/zozmourér Mez
'

rtrer l/Vz
'

ll
’

m Wor rtea’e
, 7 01m

Long/1am,
et Meistr e P iers S/ielton, soit donné.

IGHT worthy and worshepefull sires and

maistres, I recomand me to yow,
and thank

yow with al my herte, of the gret tendre
nesse ye lyke to have of the salvacion of my

symple honeste, preying yow evermore of your good
continuance . I have, after the advys of your lettre,
doondewely examyned the instrument by the wysest I
coude fynde here, and in especial by on Maister
Robert Sutton,2 a courtezane of the Cour t of Rome, the
which is the chief and most chier man with my
Lord of Gloucestre, and his matier in the said court
1Wil liam Paston, as appears in Le tter 7 fo llowing , disputed thiswriter's

right to cal l himse lf Paston, and assert ed that his real name wasWortes. I t

is curious that ne ither in the listof the Bishops of Cork, nor in that of the

Priors of Bromholmnis the name e i therof Pastonor Wortes to be met with .

2 Prebendary of Lincoln, 1433-9 . D ied 1439.
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for my lady, his wyt
'

f1 and here aunswere is that al
this processe, though it were in dede proceded as the
instrument specifieth , isnot suflisant inthe lawe of Holy
Cherche, and that hem semyth, by the sight of the
instrument and by the defautes[that] ye espied in the
same and o ther, and inmaner by the knowelech of the

notarie, that the processe, ingret par t ther of, is fal[se
and ut rewe. I have takenadvysof Maister Robert
Bruus, chauncellor with my Lord of Cantirbury,

2
and

Maister Nicholl Billesdon,3 cha[uncellor] ofmy Lord of
Wynchestre,4 and Maister John Blodwelle,

5
a weel

lerned man holden, and a suffisant courtezanof the

seyd court, and all these acorden to the seyd Maister
Robert Sutton. Nought with stondyng that I herde
nevere of this matier no maner lykly ne credible evi

dence unto that I sey your let tre and the instrument,
yet I made an appell and a procuracie, and also a

provocacion, at London, longe biformCristemasse, by
the a[dvys] of Maister David Aprys, Maister Symond
Kempston

,
and Maister James Cole, and sent al this

,

with aninstruccionof al the matier, w[ith] my procura
tours to Rome by your frere, my Maister Suppriour,
and gefi

'

bym gold that he wascontent : and, overmore,
nowe here by advys I make this day a newe apelle
and a newe procuracion, and upon this alle the seyd
worthy menhere seynand informe me pleynly I have
no maner cause in lawe ne in conscience to drede

aught in this matier. Myn adversarie 6 is become
Bysshop of Cork in Irland, and ther am other per
sonesprovided to the same bysshopriche yet lyvyng, be

fornmy seyd adversarie and by thisacceptacionof this
bysshopriche , he hath pryved bym self of the title that
he claymed inBromholm,

and so adnulled the ground

1 Jacque line of Hainaul t , whom Humphrey , Duke of Glouceste r, married,

p
re tending that her former marnage wi th John, Duke of Brabant , was void
y consanguini ty . The questionwhich of the two marriageswas valid, was
at this t ime be fore the
3 Archbishop Chiche

3
.

Deanof Sa lisbury , 1 435
-
41 . Died 144 1 .

4 Henry Beaufort , B
'

op ofWinchester, afterwardsCardinal.
5 LL.D . Prebendary of He re ford about 1433 , and of Lichfie ld, 1432-43.
3 JohnPast on or Wortes, the wr iter of the preceding le tt er.
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of his processe ageyn me, and also the tyme of his

grevaunce pretendid, and the tyme of his sute he
was aporz

‘

ata
,
and I trowe isyet, and so unable to sue

any swich processe. I purpose me to come homward
be London, to lerne more in thismatier, if I may. I

prey the Holy Trinite
,
lord of your cherche and of alle

the werld, delyvere me of my iij. adversaries, of this
cursed bysshop for Bromholm,

Aslak for Sprouston,
l

and Julian Herberd for Thornham. I have nought
trespassed ageynnoon of these iij. , God knowing, and

yet I am foule andnoysyngly vexed with hem,
to my gret

unease
,
and al for my lordes and fremdesmatieres, and

nought for mynowyn. I wot not whether it were best
in any sermon or other audience , in your cherche or

elleswhere, to declare aught of thismatier instoppyng
of the moyse that renneth in this case. I subm itte me

and alle thismatier to your good discrecion, and evere
gremercy God, and ye, who ever have yow and me in

His gracious governance. I suppose to see yow on

Palm Sunday. Wri ten at Leycestre , the Friday the
thredde wyke of Lente.

Alle the seyd lerned men telle me trewely ther is
nother perill ne doubte in the takyng doun of the

instrument and the bille to no creature . Which instru
ment and bille I send yow ageyn by the berare of

this
,
which I prey you to kepe as pryve asye may.

Yowt man, W . PASTON .

I have preyed my Maister Hammond to wri te yow
tydyngges, and lesynges among.

1 A lordship in Sproustonwasacquired by JohnAslake of Bromholm in 14
Richard and seems to have continued some t ime in that fam ily. B lomefie ld notes that aWalte r Aslake , Esq . of Sprouston, had a protect ion in the
1oth of Henry VI . be ing inFrance in the re tinue of John, Duke of Bedford

(Blomefield
’

s Norfo lk, 11. Probably thiswas the same Wal te r Aslak
mentioned inNo. 4 preceding .

—S a p. 18.
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A.D . 1426-7 .
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , B.M. ]

Depositionsonthe day of 5 Hen. VI . by Richard
Wyoth, executor of Margery, daughter and heir of Edmund
Bakon, touching the manor of Gressam which Bakon pur

o

chased , m p. Edw. III. After the death of two brothers,
Marge ry became sole possessor, and gave it to Wyoth and

o ther executors to perform her will, with proviso that Phi lip
Vache and Elia , hiswife, should have it dur ing their lives, but
that the reversion of it should be sold, giving William, son of
Robert Moleyns, the first optionof purchase. I t was accordingly
o ffered to him,

but he refused to buy. Onthe death of said Elia ,

however, he bought the manor for 420 marks, and held it two
years, whenWyoth t e-entered because part of the purchase-money
wasunpaid. W. Moleyns

’
swife, however, induced him to accept

security from Thos. Fawkoner, merchant of London
,
whose

daughter the said Will iam agreed that hissonshould marry, when

he cam e of age and it was arranged that meanwhi le Fawkoner
and Wyoth should be jointly enfeoffed of the manor, which was to

be giveninjointure, if the marriage took effect. The marriage
did not take effect, and Fawkoner t e-entered upon the manor

according to the enfeo ffment, but paid Wyoth nothing, til l Thos.

Chawsers,
1 Esq. , akinsmanof the saidMargery, made him under

stand that Wyoth might enter onhis ownportion, and had even
a prior right to himself. A t length Fawkoner sold his right to
Cbaucers and Wyoth, and released the manor onsecurity for the

payment . Wyoth thensaid he should have little advantage by the
bargain, except inhaving easy days of payment ; et quod dictus
Thomas Chaucers, pro bona voluntate quod (sic) erga dictum

Willelmum Pastongessit, episcopum Londoni de emptione ejus
dem manerii per longum tempus d ilat avit, intentione ut idem
Willelmus illud emeret si voluerit .

A D. 1 42 7-43 .

-ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

RAUF, Parsonof Cressyngliam, to WILLIAM PASTON, Justice .

Is he to deliver to JohnHallemanPastou
’
s evidencesbelonging

to the manor of Wodhall e in Pagra ve, and under what form ?

Hopes to see him at Norwich, onTuesday or Wednesday after

Michaelmas day. Cressingham, 20 Sept.

1 S ee Note 1 onpreceding page. S ee also B lomefield, viii. 127 .
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Onthe backare written, inWill iam Pastou
’
shand, some notes

of a case touching Frater Kensale .

”

[Ral
p
hWolmana l ias Harple was incumbent of Cressingham from 142 7 to

1460 : 111 this le t te r could not have be enwr it ten later than 1443 , asWi ll iam
Pastondied inAugust of the following year ]

Before A.D. 1429 .
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

Mutilated Letter inFrench, from JOHN VAUX, Parson of Edy
thorp to

Only the right
-hand half of the letter remains. Namesmen

tioned—Richard de Causton, Wil liam Coule. Date lost .

[JohnVaux wasRec tor of Edingthorp inNorfolk, in 1 388 . H is successor

was ohnPrentys, who waspresented to the living in 1429 by the feoffeesof
the neby of Lancaster.—B lomefield, xi.

13 .

A .D . 1429, 7 Dec
- ABSTRACT .

[Add. Charter E.M. ]
A Grant of the Monastery of Bury to makeWilliam Paston,

justice, brother of the Chapter
-House.

”
Day of S t . Ambrose,

1429 .

[T he descript ion is taken from anendorsement. The document itse lf is
printed inYates

’

s, Bury S t. Edmund
'

s, p.

A .D . 1430. (P)
WILLIAM PASTON TO THE VICAR or THE ABBOT or

CLUGNY.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]
This le tter is printed from a rough draft written on paper, corrected in
Wil liam Paston

'

s ownhand, and scribbled over, afte r his fashion, with nume
rous other drafts and jot tings on both sides. Some of these occur upside
down be tween the lines of this le t ter. At the head of the memoranda on
the back are the words,

“
In parliamento, anno H . vi. viijo.

”
from which

we may infer the date to be at least as ear ly.

ryghte worthy and worshopeful lord, I reco
maunde me to yow. And for asmeche [as I]
conseyve verrayly that ye arn Vicar general
in Inggelond of the worthy Prelate, the Abbot
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of Clunie, and have hys power inmany grete art icles,
and mong other inprofessionof monkes in Inggelond

of the seyd ordere. And inmy cuntre, but a myle fro
the place where I wasborn, isthe poure hous of Brom
holm of the same ordre, inwheche arndiversvertuous
yongge men

,
monkes clad and unprofessyd, that have

abedyn there. Abbyte ix. or x. yeer ; and be

lenger delaye of here profession, many inconvenientez
arne lyke to falle. And also the priour of

hath resigned in to your worthy handes by certeins

notables and resonables causes
,
as it apperyth by an

instrument, and a symple lettre under the comune seal
of the seyd bousof Bromholm ,

which the berare of this
hath redy to shewe yow, Whet up on I prey yow wyt
al my herte, and asI evere may do yow service, that it
lyke to your grace to graunte of your charite, by yowr
worthy lettres to the priour of Thetford inNorfolk , of
the seyde ordre of Clunye, autorite and power as your
ministre and depute to professe indwe forme the seyd
monkes of Bromholm unprofessed. And that it lyke

yow overmore to accepte and admitte the seyd resygna
cionby your seyd autoritie and power, wyth the favour
of your good lordshepe in comfort and consolacion. of

your pouere prestes, the monkes of the seyd hous of

Bromholm, and there up to graunte your worthy lettres,
wittenessyng the same acceptacionandadmyssionof the

seyd resignacion, and al your seyd lettresto delyvere to
my clerke, to wham I prey yow to gyve feith and

credence touchant thismat ier, and to delivere it bym in
alle the hast resonable . And I am your man, and evere
will be by the grace of God

,
which evere have yow in

hiskepyng. Writenat Norwich the of

Aprill.
Yowres, WILL. PASTON .

l BlankinM8.
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therto, or cause eny charge, defaulte, or blame to be
leyd upon the Erle ofWarrewykat eny tyme withouten
his desert

,
be, considering that perill and besinesse of

his charge aboute the Kinges persone groweth so that
that auctoritee and power yevento him before sufiiseth
him nought without more therto, desireth therfore thees
thinges that folowen.

Furst, that considering that the charge of the reule,
demesnyng, and governance, and also of nourture of

the Kinges persone resteth uponthe said Erle whiles it
shal like the king, and the perille, daunger, and blame
if eny lakor defaulte were in eny of thees, the whiche
lak or defaulte mighte be caused by ungodely or

unvertuousmen, if eny suche were aboute hispersone ;
he desireth therfore, for the goode of the King, and for
his owne seuretee, to have power and auctoritee to

name, ordeigne, and assigne, and for cause that shal be
thought to him resonable to remoeve thoo that [shal]
be aboute the Kinges persone, of what estate or con

dicion that the i be, not entending to comprehende in

this desir the Stuard, Chamberlein, Tresoror, Contre
rollor,ne Sergeantz of offi ces, save suche asserve aboute
the Kinges persone and for hismouth.

Em a As toward the namyng, ordeignance, and
assignacionbeforesaid, it is agreed, so that he take in
noonof the iiij.knightesne squyersfor the body without
th

’

advis of my Lord of Bedford,1 him being in Eng
land, and him being out, ofmy Lord of Gloucestre

2
and

Of the remenant of the KingesCounsai l.

Item
, the said Erle desireth that where he shal have

eny persone in his discrecionsuspect of mysgovern
ance

,
and not behoveful nor exped ient to be aboute

the King, except th
’

estates of the bous, that he may
putte hem from excercise and occupacionof the Kinges

ohn, Duke of Bedford, Regent of France , the King ’

suncl e , brother of
the e King Henry V.

Humphrey, Duke of Glouceste r , Protector of England, anothe r uncle of
the King ,

be ing the youngest bro the r o f Henry V. He was ‘

the

Good Duke Humphrey.

”
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service till that he shal mowe have speche with my
Lordes of Bedford or of Gloucestre, and with the other
Lordes Of the KingesCounsaile, to that ende that, the
defaulte of eny suche persone knowen unto him, shal
mowe ordeigne therupon as theim shel thenke expe

dient and behoveful] .
Rasf om z

'

o. I t isagreed as it is desired.

I tem
, the said Erle desireth that, for sikenesse and

other causes necessaries and resonables, he may, by
warnyng to my Lordes of Bedford or Gloucestre and

the KingesCounsail, be and stande freely descharged
of the saide occupacionand besinesse about the Kinges
persone, under the favour and goode grace Of the K ing,
my Lordesof Bedford and Gloucestre,and other Lordes
of the Kinges Counsail.

Responrio. I t is agreed as it is desired.

Item
,
that considering howe, blessed be God, the

K ing isgrowen inyeers, instature of hispersone, and
also inconceite andknouleche of hishiegh and royalle
auctoritee and estat

,
the whiche naturelly causenhim,

and from day to day as he groweth shul causenhim,

more and more to grucche with chastising, and to

lothe it, so that it may resonably be doubted leste he
wol conceive ayeins the said Er le, or eny other that
wol take upon him to chastise him for his defaultes,
displesir, or indignacion therfore, the whiche, without
due assistence, isnot easy to be born: I t like, therfore,
to my Lord Of Gloucestre, and to alle the Lordesof the
Kinges Counsail, to promitte to the said Erle

,
and

assure him,
that thei shul fermely and trewely assisten

him inthe excercise of the charge and occupacion that
he hathe aboute the Kingespersone, namely in chastis~

ing of him for his defaultes, and supporte the said Erle
therinne and if the King at eny tyme wol conceyve for

that cause indignacionayeinsthe saidEr le,mysaidLord
of Gloucestre, and Lordes, shul do alle her [tie their]
trewe diligence and power to remoeve the King therfro.

Respoflrio. It is agreed as it isdesired.

D
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I tem, the said Erle desireth that for asmuche as i t
shal be necessarie to remoeve the Kinges persone at

diverse tymes into sundry places, as the casesmowe
require, that he may have power and auctoritee to t e

moeve the K ing
,
by hisdiscrecion, into what place him

thenketh necessarie for the belthe of his body and

seuretee of his persone.

Responsz
'

o. I t is agreed as it is desired.

I tem, sith the said Erle hath take upon him the

governance Of the Kingespersone, he desireth that alle
th

’

estates, officers and servantz of the Kinges bous,
of what estate and condicionthei be, have special com
mandement and charge yeven by my Lordes of Bed
ford and Gloucestre, and by the Lordes of the Kinges
Counsail, that inalle manere thingesseynand advised
by the said Erles descrecion, that is, for the Kinges
estate, worship, belthe, and profi t, by his commande
ment and ordeignance, the i be attendant and obeissant
in accomplisshing therof.
Respom z

’

o. I t isagreed as it is desired .

Item,
for asmuche as the said Erle hath knouleche

that inspeche that hath be had unto the King at part
and inprive, not hering the said Erle nor eny of the

knightesset aboute hispersone,nor assigned by the said
Erle, he hath be stured by summe from his lernyng,
and spoken to of diverse materesnot behoveful] , the
seid Erle doubting the harme that mighte falle to the

K ing, and the inconvenientz that mighte ensue Of suche
speche at part if it were suffred, desireth that in al

speche to be had with the King, he or oonof the iiij .
knightes, or sum persone to be assigned by the said
Erle, be present and prive to it.
Kaj aw l

’

a. This art icle is agreed, excepting suche

persones as for nieghnesse of blood, and for their
estate, owe of resonto be suffred to Speke with theKing.

Item,
to th

’
entent that it may be knowen to the

King that i t procedeth Of th
’

assent, adv15 , and agree
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followingmemorandum isalso endorsed xxix
°

die Novembris

anno undecimo apud Westm . lecti fuerunt praesentes articuli

coram dominis infra et subscribentibus et ad eosdem Responsiones

dabantur secundum quod infra patet, praesentibus dom inis infra
scriptis.

”
There are also other endorsements, but of a later date.

A.D. 1 434. (P)— B ALLING
’
S PETITION.

[From Fenn, iii.

Pre fi xed to thisdocument inFennis the fo llowing t it le A Pe t it ion to

the Commons of Eng land against S ir Wi ll ia m Paston, Knight , a Judge of

the CommonP leas, byWilliam Dal ling . This heading , however. has ve ry
much the lookof havmg been takenfrom a more modernendorsement . NO

contemporaneous document , so far as I am aware givesJudge Paston the

desi at ion of knight , or speaks of him as S ir Wil liam In this pe t it ion

itse lf
n
he is called simply Wi l liam Paston, one of the Just ices ; and although

h ii name occurs frequent ly on the Patent Rolls, incommissions of the peace ,
of gao l de livery , and the like , down to the year of his death, the word
“ mi les isnever appended to it.
On the backof the original doc ument , according to Fenn, iswrit ten, ina

hand of the t ime , Falsa billa Will’i Dal ling t ra
’

tradita] Parliamento

tempore pr Kemr. Grey trciodecimo Reg is Hen!
"

vjfi .

”

There seems, how
ever to be some e rror here also , as no Par liament ap ears to have me t in the

h
3
a

th y
éa

r of Henry VI. ; but we cannot fee l certainw at the true date should
ve en.

LESIT to the righte sage and wyse Communes
of this present Parleinent, that wher every
Justice of the Kyng is sworne that he shulde
not take no fees ne reward for to be of

councell with noo man, but oonly wyth our Soverayne

Lorde the Kyng, and therto thei be swore
Plese it to Commines Of the present Parlement,

that William Paston, on Of the Justice of oure Sove

rayne Lorde Kyng, takyth diverse feesand rewardes of

d iverses personeswi thinne the shir of Norffolk and

Suffolk, and iswith holde with every mater inthe sayde
contrees, that is for to sey

—Of the Toune Of Yem e

muth, 1s. yerly ; of the Abot of Seyu Benetys, xxvjs.

viijzz
’

. of the Prior Of Seyu Feithes, xxx.

“
and of my

Lady Rothenhale,1 xxs. and of the Prior of Norwich,
1 This sentence in the ori inal has a line drawnover it . She was a widow

of Sir JohnRothenhale , Knight , and dying at Caiste r , by Yarmouth, in1440,
was bur ied inNorwich Cathedral. -F. S ee Nos. 8 and 9, ante.
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xi , and of the Prior Of Penteney, xxx ; and of the

Toun of Lenn, l
‘

. and of the Prior ofWalsyngham ,

xxr . and of Katherine Shelton,1 x . mre. ayeins the

Kyng for to be of hir councell for to destroye the

right of the King and Of hiswarde
,
that is for to sey,

Raf
,

2
soonand eyer Of JohnShelton.

A.D. 1435 , 26 Sept —ABSTRACT .

[Phillipps MS

Lease made at Castre, onMonday before Michaelmas 14 Henry
VI .

, by Geo ff rey Walle
, surveyor of the manors of S ir JohnFas~

tolf, to JohnRakesond, sonof Geoffr ey Rakesond of O rmesby,
of a messuage of Fastolf ’s InOrmesby, called ReppesPlace, &c.

A.D. 143 5 , 30 Sept—ABSTRACT .

[Add . Charter B .M.]

A w
’

a
’

imm or official attestation of two indentures relative to
the custody of the castle of Le Mansbetween S ir JohnFastolf,
governor of Anjou and Maine, and captain of Le Mans under the

Duke of Bed ford, and Matthew Goth [Gough] ahaThomas
Gower as his lieutenants. The first indent ure is for the quarter
from Ist October to 3 l st December 1434, the second for the threequarters fol lowing ,

to 3oth September 1435 . A retinue is to be

maintained of twenty
-four lancesand the archiersde la personne

dudit Mathieu
,

”
viz . , sixty mounted and fourteen on foo t, and

2 22 archers besides. Mounted archers to have 12d . 3. day, &c.
The docum ent is authenticated by the garde da rrel dz: obliga

tion: de la Wand de Rouen, on the 8th March 1448 (zie.

1 Catharine , widow of William She lton, Esq , and daughter of Simon
dmother to Ra lph, and died in 145 ,

—6
2 S ir

BM
REI

S

FEShe l ,ton Knight , sonand heir of J ohn Shelton, Esq " wasborn
in 1430 . married

,

Margare t , daughter of Robert Clere , Esq o f Ormesby,
and was High Sheriff of Norfolk. F.
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A .D . 143 2
-

5 .

[Add. Chart ers -

3 1 , B .M.]

Building accounts of Willia mGranere, master of the works at
Caistre in 1 1, 12, and 13 Henry VI .

23 .

A .D. 1436, 1 9 May.
—NOTE.

Fennmentions anindenture, dated 19th May 1436, 14 Henry
VI . , and signed by the Earl (afterwards Duke) of Suffolk, from
which he has givena fac-sirm

'

le of Sufi
'

olk
’

s signature . See vol . i.

p. 36.
—The original of this indenture I have not met with.

24 .

A.D . 1438, 1 8 Aug
—ABSTRACT .

[Add. Char ter E.M.]

Sir H . Inglose notifieshisagr eementwith JohnTopy of Wynd
ham, jun. , inanactionfor trespass done to him at S talham . D il

hams, Monday after the Assumpt ionof Our Lady, 16 Henry VI .

25 .

About A .D . 1440 .

AGNES PASTON TO W ILLIAM PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
This let ter must have b eenwrit tensome lit t le t ime be fore the marriage of
JohnPastonand Mar

-
gan t Mauteby, which se ems to have beenabout 1440 .

To my wors/zM zz/l fiousbond, PV. Paston, be th is

[t iter takyn.

ERE housbond, I recomaunde me to yow,&c.

Blessyd be God I sende yow gode tydynggs
of the comyng, and the brynggyn boom, of

the gentylwomman
l that ye ivetyn of fro

1 Margaret , daughter and heir of JohnMauteby , short ly afterwards mar

ried to John Paston, Esq .
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[This paper is addressed to John Berney of Reedham, and appears, by
an endorsenmnt , to have been transmit ted along with a le tter of “ri lliam
Paston. The date is fixed by the contentswi thinpre tty narrow limits, for it
isafter the deathwohnB0 8, E which was inAugust 1 9 (Inquis. post
mor tem, 18 Hen. No . 2g, and e fore that of Sir S imon e lbrigg in 1442

(Inquis. p. m . , 2 1 Hen. VI No. I t is easy to see , in fact that the
document had some thing to do wit the marriage se t t lement of JohnPaston
and Margare t Mauteby, which wasabout

A .D. 1 440, 1 NOV.
—ROBERT REPPS TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, i.
This let ter was wri t ten in 1440, the year of the release of the Duke of

Or leans.

4 mon trm werm t at tr es/zone mb/e Maister j o/m
Pastonsoit doné.

LVETE, &c. Tytyngs, the Duk of Orly
awncel hath made his oath upon the Sacre
ment, and usyd it, never for to bere armes
ayenst Englond, in the presence of the

Kyng and all the Lordes, except my Lord of Glou

cestre.

2 And proving my seyde Lord of Gloucestre

agreyd never to hys delyveraunce, qwan the masse be
ganhe toke hisbarge, &c.

God yef grace the seide Lord of Orlyaunce be trewe,
for thissame weke shall he to ward Praunce .

Also Freynchmen and Pykardes, a gret nowmbre,
kome to Arfleet,3 for to arescuyd [lawe rescued ] it and

our Lordeswyth here smal pusaunce manly bytte [beat ]
them,

and pyt te hem to flyte, and, blyssyd be our Lord,
have take the seide cite of Arflet ; the q eh isa great

juell to all Englond, and in especiall to our cuntre.

Moreover there is j . [i none] kome into Englond, a
Knyght out of Spayne, wyth a kercheff of plesaunce i
wrapped aboute hys arme the q eh Knyght wyl

1 Char les, Duke of Or leans, who was takenprisoner at the bat t le of Agin
court in 1 1 5 , and had never since be enre leased .

2 Hum y, Duke of Gloucester, uncle of the King, and before thistith e
Pro tec tor .
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renne a courswyth issovereynlady
sake qwom other Wodvyle

1
or Sir

Chr istofore Talbot the wyrchip of

Englond and of hem selff, be Goddes grace .

Fertherrnore, ye be remembryd that an esquyer of

Suffolk, cal lyd John Lyston, recoveryd in assz
'

sa now :

vij ° [700] marc indamagesayenst Sir Robert
Wyngfeld, &c. Inavoydyng of the payement of the
seid vij . c. mare, the seide Sir RobertWyngfeld sotylly
hath outlaywed the seide John Lyston inNotyngham
shir , be the vertue of qwch outlagare, all maner of

chatt ell to the seide John Lyston apperteynyng, arn

acruwyd on to the Kyng, &c. And anonas the seide
utlagare was certyfyed, my Lord T resorer

4
graunted the

seid vij. c. marc to my Lord of Norfi
'

olk, for the w e

rag of hys sowde [pay ] q 1he was inScotland and.

acordyng to this assignement forseide, taylles[tallies]
delyvered . And my Lord of Norfl

'

olk hath relesyd the

sam e v ij. c . marc to Sir RobertWyngfeld . And here
is greet hevyng anshovyng be my Lord of Suflolkand

all his counsell for to aspye hough this mater kam
aboute, &c.

Sir
,
I beseche recomende me on to my mastres your

modyr, to my mastres your wyfl
”

,
and to my mastres

your suster, et omnibus alz
'

j s quorum interest, &c.

Sir , I pray you, wyth all mynhert , hold me excusyd

that I wryt e thus homl y and briefly on to you, for

truly convenable space sufiycyd me nowt.
No more atte this tyme, butte the Trynyte have you

inproteccion
,
&c . ; and qwan your leysyr is, resorte

ageyn on to your coll ege, the Inner Temple, for ther
ben many q eh sor desyr your presence, Welles

and othyr , &c.

Wretyn in le fest de touts Seynts, entre Messe et

Mateyns, talamof estz
’

rzarzte
, &c.

Yours, ROB . REPPES .

1 Aft erwardsEar l Rivers, father of E lizabe th , Queenof Edward IV.

2 Third sonof John, the fam ousEar l of Shrewsbu ry .

3 inanassu e of nove l disse isin—anancient law process.
4 Ralph, Lord Cromwell.
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About A .D. 1440 . (P) -AESTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

to FRIAR

Touching a sui t of Reynold Rowse against William Burgeys.
This suit was instituted originally for 5s. 4d . of rent ; but when

Rouse found he could not prevail b right, he maliciously sued

the other for trespass in having ed his wat er, and driven
him away by force. He afterwardsgot him arrested for treachery
uponanobligation a bond). Burgeyscomplained to Justice
Paston, who counselled him not to plead ; For zyf thu do, he
seyd, thu xalte hafe the werse, be thi case never so trewe , for he
is feid with my Lord of [N]orthfolke, and mech he is of he (sic)
counsel ; and also, thu canste no man Of lawe in Northfolke ne
inSowthfolke to be with the az ensbym and

,
for [s]o the no more

myth I qwanI had aple azenshym and therfor myn counsel is,
that thu make an end qwat so ever the pay, for he xal elles on
do the and brynge the to nowte.

”

[This le tter is mutilated, and in part de faced. I t is addressed on the
back Be this take to Ma ster Bre le (27) of the Greye Freres.

”
A l though the

name seems to be wri tt en re le, it was probably intended for Friar B rackley
of Norwich, of whomwe have several le tt ers of a later pe riod. The datemust
be be tweenthe year 1429 , when“Wi l liam Pastonwasmade a judge , and 1 444,
when he died ; and as the name of Reg ina ld Rows occurs in Blomefie ld

(Hist. of Norfolk, ix. 441)
“
about this let ter wi l l probably not be far

out of its true place if mserted inthat yea h ]

29 .

After A .D.

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
The date of this le tte r is uncertain. From the fact of John Paston’s re

sidence at Pe ter House inCambridge , it would appear , as Fenn remarks, to
have beenwrit tenear ly inhismarri ed life, and we know that he wasmarried
as ear ly as 1440.

To my wors/zepfull lzusbwza
’

, j o/m Paston, abz
’

dyflg at

P etyr fwus in Cambmgg.

YTH reverent and worsepful hushon, I re

comawnde me to zow with alle myn sympyl

herte
,
and prey zow to wete that there come

up xi . hundyr Flemyns at Waxham, quere
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A.D. 1442 .
—N0TE.

A proviso occurs for William Pastonand Robert and Esmond
Clere in an Act Of Parliament 20 Henry VI .

, securing to them
certaincopyhold landswith two mansions thereon inPastonand

Edithorp, Norfolk, held by the feof’fees Of the duchy Of Lan
caster, inexchange for other lands, called Charterhold, with two
mansions thereon

,
inthe same places

—Rollsof Parliament, v. 59 .

A .D. 1442, 20 April.—ABSTRACT.

[Add. Charter E.M.]

Grant by John, Duke Of Norfolk, to William Berdewell, Esq ,

of anannui ty of 10 marks out of S tonham, Suffolk. Framling
ham, 20th April 20 Henry VI .

About A .D. I 44 2 .
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS .
, E.M. ]

ELEANOR CHAMBRE To WILLIAM PASTON.

Thankshim for what he did for her at Sparham at their last

interview . He then expected to have more leisure to attend to

her affairs at London after this Hal lowmass, when he would

ordain that she should have lawful estate for life in the par tition
made “ betwixt you and me, to for such that was there for my
husband and for me at that time. Begshim to do it now, and

deliver it to her brother, John Chambre, or her servant , John
Coke, the bearer . Sends the deed of annuity under her husband

’

s

signet and hers, which she must pay to Pastou
’
s children.

Welouby, Sunday after S t. Mart in

[Alianore, widow of Robert Mauteby , Esq , remarried ThomasChambe rs,
Esq ,

lord Of Sparham in he r right , in Henr

y
VI. Her son, John

Mauteby, was the father of Margar e t, wife Of John aston.
—See Blomefield,

xi.
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A D. 1443 , 8 Sept.
DEPOSITION AGAINST JOHN HAWTEYN.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

RIMO suggessit Sanctissimo Pa ae mentiendo

quod coactus et constrictus fuisset] metu

parentum ordinem 1 intrare ; secundo quod
ininsufiicienti et prohibita aetate et ineodem

ordine invite esset professus Et tert io, quod ita fuerat
invallatus et inclusus in ordinis arctitudine ut sibi
tempus Opportunum exeundi acquirere nequiret . Con

tra quae sic depono, non per ficta et fantastice yrna

ginata, sed per visa et audita a fide dignis denunciata.
Et primo, contra primum articulum

,
viz .

,
quod metu

parentum etc. quia, ut asserunt fide media quam plures
fide digui quorum nomina perlongum esset enarrare,
quod alter parentum,

suple pater, neoi submersionis
suft

'

ocatus fuerat inThemisia diu antequam ordinem

ingressus est praenotatus Johannes; ergo, dissonum
videtur quod metu parentum ingressus est, sed tantum
alterius parentis. Secundo, contra secundum artica
lum ,

scilicet quod ex insufficienti etc. , quia per vere visa
et audita ande dignispersoniscontra illud testimonium

’

cim

annorum fuerat aetatis antequam indutus esset quod
sic evide t, quianatus erat inSwapham Markett, inloco

qui Delgate dicitur, ubi parentes ejus commorabantur,
quando primo intraverant villam antedictam pro annu

ali stipendio dato Thomae Delgate, cujuserat ipsa man
sio, et istud ad test imonium Adae Ram, Roberti
Sergaunte,Agnetis aycommatris2saepedicti Johannis
Hawteynet Katerina:Gannok, uxoriscompatris

2 Johan
nisHawteynpraedicti, viz. Johannis Gannokqui obiit
anno Domini mccccxxxiiijO Istis transactis, parentes
dicti Johannis

,
viz . Haymundus Hawteyn, pater ejus,

et Claricia Hawteyn mater ejus, conjunctim emerun

1 The Orde r of Carme lites—S ee Note 1 onnext page .

3 Compa zer and commu ter (in French camper : and comme” )
inmeaning to the old Eng lish word fi rst} , ti e. god-sib, or re lated
-

generally applied to god fathers and godmothe rs.
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mansionem in eadem villa, viz . Swapham Markett, a

MartinoWaronanno regni RegisRicardi Secundi post
conquestum xxij° , quod datum , suple Regis Ricardi,
praecessit nativitas Johannis Hawteyn inDelgate per

testimonia praeallegata. De facil i ergo, probatur quod
sit aetatis annorum xliiij°r ad m inus, enumerando a
XXIJ

" anno regni Regis Ricardi Secundi post con

questum usque ad annum xxjm Henrici Sexti.

Omnia inhac cedula quo ad Hawteyndicta fuerunt
Jacobo Gresham viij° die Septembris anno Regis
Henrici vjt i xxij° , prout scribuntur. Frater Johannes
Alburugh dicit quod hoc medio intravit Johannes
Hawteyn in ordinem . Circa xij. annum ae tatis suse

missus fuit London’ essend
’
cum quodam Thoma

Brownmodo apprenticii quod actnm fuit , quodque sibi
non bene complacuit, et cucurrit ad Fratres et dixit
quod fuit neposAlburugh, et ea de causa Reverendus
Magister Walden1 interrogavit eum si vellet esse frater,
e t dixit quod vellet et humiliter rogavi t ex car itate . Et

veraciter scit quod fuit aetatisxiiij. annorum et amplius

tempore professionis suae e t moram traxit ibidem per

ilj. vel iiij. annos. Et postea fuit apud Maldonper duos
annos, et ab illO loco exiit. Deinde captuset NorwicO
incarceratusper dimidium annum. Et postea indomo
de Blakney per iiij° Ir annosmansit, et ibidem fuit termi
narius et hospes; et cucurrit ab inde cum vestibus

ofii cii de domo hospicu furtive et cepit librum (P)
Alburugh avunculi sui et canciavit illum apudAylesham

pro iiij. marcis et dimidia, quas dictusA lburugh solvit

pro libro rehabendo.

Et addidit idem Johannes Hawteyn vel Alburugh

frater et avunculus dicti Johannis Hawteyn quod
JohannesHawteynapostata fuit natus apud Swafham
Market circa iiij. annum post transitum patris sui a

Scheryngtonusque Swafham. Et dicit quod Robertus
frater ejusfuit plurisaetatisquam Johannesfuit per iii

'

or

annos, et dictusRobertus fuit natusapud Scherynton.

1 The ce lebrated Thomas Ne t te r of Walden, provincia l of the Carme lite
orde r inEng land a great opponent o fWycl i ffe.
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T0 rygi/z 7007 1765;e fiusbofld, f o/mPasfofz, dwel
ly lzg z

'

fz t/ze Inner Tample at London, in lzast.

TH worchipful hosbon, I recomande me to

yow, desyryng hertely to her of yowt wilfar,
thanckyng God of yowr a mendyng of the

grete dysese that ye have bade and I thancke

yow for the letter that ye sent me, for be my trowthe
my moder and I wer nowth inbertys es fro the tyme

that we woste of yowt sekenesse, tyl we woste verely
of your a mendyng. My moder be hestyd a nodyr
ymmage of wax of the weytte of yow to oyer Lady of
Walsyngham, and sche sent iiij. nobelys to the iiij .
Orderys of Frerys at Norweche to pray for yow,

and I

have be hestyd to gononpylgreymmaysto Walsingham,

and to Sent Levenardys
1 for yow; be my trowth I had

never so hevy a sesynas I had from the tyme that I
woste of yowr sekenesse tyl I woste of yowr amendyng,
and zyth myn hert is in no grete esse, me nowth xal

be, tyl I wott that ze benvery hal. Your fader 2 and

mynwas dysday sevenyth [t/zis day at Beke
lys for a matyr of the Pryor of Bromholme, and he lay
at Gerlyston that myth, and was ther tyl it was ix. of the

cloke, and the toder day. And I sentte thedyr for a

goune, and my moder seyde that I xulde have dan

[Men], tyl I had be ther a non, and so thei cowde non
gete .

My fader Garneyss3 senttee me worde that he xulde
benher the nexch weke, and my emme [uncle] also, and
pleynhem her with herr hawkys, and therxulde have me
hom with hem ; and so God help me, I xal exscusse

me of myngoyng dedyr yf I may, for I sopose that I

xal redelyer have tydyngys from yow herr dan I xulde

have ther. I xal sende my modyr a tokyn that sche
toke me, for I sopose the time is cum that I xulde

sendeth her, yf I kepe the be best that I have made
I 50pose I have tolde yow wat it was. I pray yow

1 S t Leonard
’

s Prio Norwich.
2Wi l liam Paston.

3 Perhaps her godfathe r. e family of Gam eys were Lords of Ge lder
stone , the place ca lled by Margare t PastonGerlyston, a few huesabove .
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hertely that [ye] wol wochesaf to sende me a letter as
hastely as ze may, yf wryhyn be nondysesse to yow,

and that ye wollenwochesaf to sende me worde quowe
your

'

sor dott . Yf I mythe have had mywylle, I xulde

a seyne yow er dystyme 3 I wolde ye wem at hom, yf

it wer your ese, and your sor myth benaswyl lokyth

to her as it tys ther ze ben, now lever dana goune zow

it wer of scarlette. I pray yow yf your sor be
hol, and so that ze may indur to ryde, wanmy fader com
to London, that ze wol askyn leve, and com hornwan
the hors xul be sentte horn a zeyn, for I hope ze xulde

bekepte as tenderly herr as ze benat London. I may
nonleyser have to do wrytynhalf a quarter so meche as
I xulde sey[my] to yow yf I myth speke with yow. I

xall sende yow a nothyr letter as hastely as I may.

I thanke yow that ze wolde wochesafie to remember
my gyrdyl, and that ze wolde wryt e to me at the tyme,
for I sopose that wrytyng was non esse to yow. All

myth God have yow inhiskepyn, and sende yow helth .

Wretynat Oxenede, in ryth grete hast, on Sent Mi
kyllysEvyn.

M. PASTON .

My modyr grette yowwel, and sendyth yow Goddys

blyssyng and hers and sche prayeth yow,
and I pray

yow also, that ye be wel dyetyd of mete and drynke,
for that is the grettest helpe that ye may have now to

your belthe ward . Your sone 1 faryth wel, blyssyd be

God.

A.D. 1 444, 29 Jan.

JAMES GRESHAM TOWILLIAM PASTON.

[From Fenn iii.

From a memorandum ,
says Fenn, on the back of this letter , dated in

t isprobable that it waswrit tenonthe 3o th of January 144 D id
meanthe 3oth of January 1443

-
4 ? In the Si de-note immediate be low

1 Alnwst certainly his eldest son, John, afterwards Sir JohnPaston.
E



50 T H E PA S T O N LET T E R S . (an. 1444

the let ter, he dates it in his usual exact manner ,
“Wednesday , oth of

January 1443 , 22 H . VI.
”

But unfortunate ly there isanerror here . annary
Inthe 2 2d year of Henry VI . , meansJanuary 1444 according to the modern
computa tion, or 1443 in the s le former ly in use , by which the year was
reckoned from the asth of Marc But the 3oth of Janua was aWednes
day in1443 , only a to the moderncomputat ion of e year ,—that is
to say , It was a Wedn y in the

‘year 1442
-

3 , not in 1443 I imag ine ,

however , that the 3oth of January should have be en 29 of January , ”
and that Fenn really meant 1443-4, corresponding with the 2 2d yw of Henry
VI . I t isunfortunate that he did not quote the words of the memorandum
he refers to on the backof the le t ter, which wou ld not only have cleared up
this but enabled us to est imate for ourse lves the degree of certainty
at ta o the date.

To my r ig/d 7007
’

t and wars/14419111 Lord, W
'

z
'

Z/iam

LEASE it your good Lordship to wete that
the Chief Justice of the Kynggs Benche

l

recomaundeth bym to yow, and is right sory
of the matier that is cause of your noun com

yng bedir, but he wole do al that he canor may for

yow. He hath badde a cyetica[sciatica] that hath letted
hym a gret while to ride, and dar not yet come onnon
horsesbak, and ther for he hath spoke to the Lordesof
the Conseill, and enformed hem of your sekenesse and
his also, that he may not ride at these next assiz es to
Estgrynsted and though thoe assizes discontynue
puer noun venue a

’

ez j ustz
'

cez
,
he hopeth to be ex

cused and ye also. And as for the remenant of the
assizes, he shall purvey to be ther by water . And

Almyghty Jesu make yow beyle and strong.

Wretyn right simply the Wednesday next to fore ye
Fest of the Purificacion of Our Lady at London.

By your most symple servaunt,
JAMYS GRESHAM.

3 8 .

Not later thanA.D . 1444.

JOHN GYNEY '

r o WILLIAM PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

The re is nothing to be said of the dat e of this le tter , except that it isnot
later than1444 , when

7 2) tile wor tny and u ors/zzffidl S ir and good Lord

1 The ce lebrated Sir JohnFortescue.
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The Holy Trinite have yow in his blissed kepyng.

Wretyn at North Walsham, the Thursday next after
the Purificacionof oure Lady.

My se id Lady, your wyf, preyeth yow to be re

membred of here grene gynger of almondes for Lente ,
and of the leche of Orwelde, for here seknes encreseth
dayly uponhere, whereof she issore a ferd.

By youre servunt, JOHN GYNEY.

A .D. 1444, 1 5 March—ABSTRACT.

[Add . Charter I4, 57 I , E.M. (D . Turner
’
sColL)]

Indenture between the Prior and Convent of the Monastery of

S t . Andrew, Bromholm e, impropriators of the Church of S t .

Margaret , Paston, and JohnPartrik, vicar Of the said church
,

of the first part , Wil liam Paston of Paston, of the second part,
and Edmund Palmer of Wytton, of the thi rd part , relative to
lands in Baketon and Wyt ton, and containing amongst other

thingsa grant by the Prior and Convent to the said JohnPartrik,
at the instance of the said William Paston, in consideration of

which masses
, called cer taines, are to be performed every Friday

for the souls of William Pastonand Agnes hiswife, and the Obit

o f Clement Paston, Wil liam
’

s father, is to kept yearly on S t .

Botolph
’

s day (17th June). Dated 15th March 22 Henry VI .

Confirmed by Walter , Bishop of Norwich, and John, the Prior of
the Cathedral of Norwich, and the chapter of that church, 1 1th
and l t March I446[

Before A .D. x444.
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

This and the fol lowing le t ter are quite uncertain in
p
o int of date , except

that they we re o f course writ ten be fore the death 0 Wi l liam Paston, to

whom they are addressed.

JOHN MARYOT To WILLIAM PASTON, JusTICE .

Is ready to fulfil the indentur es of Becham made by W. P . with

his late mother, if W. P . will send “
the indenture of our part,

”

that Maryot may know the terms and his own t it le . Will make

no bargainelse
—Crowmer, Monday after Our Lady

’
sNativity.
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Before A.D. r444.
-ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M.]

WILLIAM WOTTON DE FAGRAVE To JUST ICE PASTON.

Sendshiswife to him to explain some business about lands
'

in

Lytyl Pagrave, of which a woman of Sporle has already spoken

to him ,
also touching some land at Castleacre—Onparc/zment .

A.D. 1444. To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M. ]

This let ter isw ithout a signature or address, and who the writer was does
t was evidt

ip
tly wr it ten soonafter the talun

gi
of the inquisition

Paston, the

i
Judge , the date of w ch 15 givenin the

extract as 2d November 23 Henry V r e 1444.

IGHTE reverent and my most worshipful
maister, I recomaund me to yow. Please it

yow to wite that I sende yow a copie of a

verdite take before mymaister Roberd Clere
by vertu of a writ a’z

’

em clausz
'

t eoctr enzwn,
1 whiche wr it l

sende yow also with this, of whiche verdite the wordis
am as it folwith
l ngnz

'

sz
'

cz
’

o copta apudWynler lon, secuno
’
odz

'

eNozzembr zs

anno regnz
'

RagesHenr ici oj h
'

post conquestum vicesimo

ter tio, coramRober ia Clerc escadore domini Regi s incorn.

[Vorf olé ci Swfi dk, m
’

r tnfebrewsdomini Regissz
'

oz
'

dz
'

reetz
'

etpresenti l ngnz
’

sz
'

tz
'

oni consutz
’

, per sacramentnm j o/zan
nzlr B erkyng, M

'

c/zo/ai P z
'

éeryng, f onannz
'

s C/zczpel l,
f o/zannz

'

sj ekkys, Wil lelmi s
'

zoara
’

son
,
Rober ti Hosele

,

j o/zcznnz
'

s Tapy , f onannz
’

s Wacy , j o/Lannz
'

s Rycners,
7 20mm B roun, Waller i Heylok, S lowly/e,
H ome:Mason, Rober ti Marcia

, f oleannz
'

sKec/zon, leg»

1 S ee p. 16. Note 1 .
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l iam ci prooornm lzominum in lzac par te pro domino
Rg e j zcraforum Qni dicunt super socramentnm suum

guod Willelmzcs Pasionnominafus ,
in dicta.

orevi nulla

term s ci tenementa tenniz‘ dc domino Rg e in capite die

guo ooiit in comitatu predicto. E! guod obiz
'

i quarto
decz

'

mo die mensis Augzcsti, anno r egni domini Regis

firedid i xx ii . E ! guod f o/zcznnes Pasionfi/izes ipsius
Wi llelmi est lzwr es q

’

us propingnior , ct aetaiis xxzz]
annorum.

Ther is founde more of other thynggesbe the same
verdite touchyng other matieris

,
whiche he will not

certifie yet . And for as moche asmy maister Clerc
wetyth well that the seid verdite touchyng my maister
your fader, hoes soule God assoyle, must have other
maner of makyng thanne he kan make, he recom

aundith bym to my maistresyour moder, and yow also ;
and prey yow that y e will do it make as efi

'

ectuel and

availeabill for the wel of my maister your fader and

yow as ye kan, and sele it with your seall , or what seall
ellys ye will, in his name

,
and sealle it also with as

many of other scalesas ther be jerores, and delyvere it
to William Bondes, his depute, to delyvere into the

Chauncelre. And if Will iam Bondes be fro London
Or this may be redy, thanne purveye ye for the

speed of this matier in
'

youre best wise ; and what
so ever ye do, or sey, or write, or scale, or avou

’

che

in this mat ier in my maister Gleris name, he
' shal l

avowe it, and [i.e. if] it shulde coste hym gret parte of
his good.

Sir, ther is noon enquerre take in Suffolk, for as
moche asmymaister your fader helde no londe ther
but be my maistres your moder but if ye will that he
shal l inquere ther assone as he may wete it, it shall be
doo ; and if this forseide verdite may serve for bothe,
he 15 right glad therof. He tolde me that he seide to
the jurores, whiche have sealed her verdite : Seris,
I wot well thisverdite after my makyng 15 not efi

'

ectuel

in lawe, and therfore may happe it shal l be makid
newe at London, and ellys peraventure I shulde be
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Before A .D. 1 444 (P).
THE DUKE OF NORFOLK TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.

Fenn thinks this letter must have beenwrittenbefore I

was made a. judge. This is, doubt less, most obable .

anEdmund Swathing , Esq.
, ment ioned by lomefield (Hist. of Norfo lk,vi i i. 42) as alive in 1446, and if it be his executors who are referred to, the

date would appear to be lat er

To our r zg/zt trusti and welbelow
'

a
’

f o/mPaston, Sq

2h B uc of JVorjfi.

’

RUSTI and right welbelovid, we grete you

weel, lating you witte that for the trust that
asweel we

,
as the heires of Edmund Swath

yng, have unto you, we have appointed you
to be one of the makeresup indifi

‘

erently of the evy
dencesbetwix usand the seide heires. Wherfor we pray
you hertily, that ye wil yeve attendaunce at such day
and place as ye and our right trusti and welbelovid
frende William Yelverton, with oure welbelovid ser

vaunt Jenney, shal mow attende to the making up of

the seide evidencez and we shal send summe of our
servauntz to awayte upon you for your reward and

costis, that ye shal be ple
'

asid wi th by the grace of God,
who have you ever inhiskeping.

Wreten undir our sigr e t in oure Castel of Fram
lyngham,

the xviij. day of

NORFF.

1 The name JohnMowbra is represented by a curiousmonogram, in
which every le t ter both of the hristianand the surname canbe tm ed
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4 4 .

After A.D. 1444 (P).
CATHERINE, DUCHESS or NORFOLK, To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii. x6 .]
’

1he writer of this lett er was the widow of JohnMowbray, se cond Duke of
Norfolk, who died in 1432. After the Duke

’

s death, she married againnoless than three t imes ; and Fenn thinks this le t ter, which is dated from
Epworth in Lincolnshire, a seat of the Duke o f Norfolks was probably
writ ten during her first widowhood. It must be remarked, however , that m
3z

d
lohnPastonwas only twe lve {E

arsold at the utmost , so that this le t ter
coul hard ly have beenwr it ten t il t least ten yea rs after. I t 15 , besides,
hardlyprobable that ohnPastonwould have been addressed as the owner

of a place ”

inLO11 011, before his father
’

s death m 1444. The exact year,
however, is quite uncertain.

our rég/i t trusty and eve/beloved j o/mPaston,
Sguzer .

Kaferyn, Ducks“

ICHT trusty and entierly welbeloved, we grete

you wel hertily as we kan. And for as

moche as we purpose with grace of Jesu to

be at London within bryli tyme, we pray
you that your place ther may be redy for us, for we
wole sende our stufi

'

thedir to for [tof ora z.e. before]
our comyng and siche agrement aswe toke with you
for the same, we shall duely performe yt with the myght
of Jesu, who haff you inhis blissed keping.

Wretynat Eppeworth, ijdc day of Octobre.

Bet weenA .D . 1 444 and I 45 1 .
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M.]

ROBERT, LORD WYLUGHBY [of Eresby] , To JOHN PASTON .

Desires him to favour Reginald
o

Baldenwho hath ado with

you for certain lyflode which wash15 father
’
s, whereinyour father

was enfeofi
'

ed .

”
Boston, 16th December.

[The date of this let ter 15 probably after the death of William Paston 111

44
h

and cannot be later than145 1 , as the wri ter died on St. James’s dav
(est 1111101 452 ]
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A.D . 1445 , 4 Feb.

AGNES PASTON To EDMUND PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .

This let ter must have beenwritten inFebruary i 5 , as it appears from the
contents that W1llia1n Pastonwas dead, but hadbeen alive in the preced
ing Lent.

To Edmond Pastonqf Cb’fiom
’
z} f f m

,
inLondon, be

i ll is [d i re take.

0 mynwelbelovid sone, I grete yow wel, and
avyse yow to thynkkonis of the daie of youre
fadris counseyle to lem e the lawe, for he
seyde manie tymis that ho so ever schuld

dwelle at Paston, schulde have nede to conne defende
bym selfe.

The Vikare 1 of Paston and yowre fadre,
2 in

Lenttynlastwas,wher[were] thorwe and acordidde, and
doolis3 sette howe broode the weye schulde ben,4 and
nowe he hath pul lid uppe the doolis, and seithe he

wolle makyna dyche fro the corner of hiswalle, ryght
Over the weye to the newe diche of the grete cloose .

And there is a man inTruntche, hyzht Palmer to, that
hadde of yowre fadre certein londe inTruntche over
vij . yere or viij. yere agoone for corn, and trewli bathe
paide all the yers and now he hathe suffrid the

com e to ben with sette for viijs. of reutte to Gym

myngham, wich yowre fadre paide nevere. Gefi
’

reie

axid Palmere why the reutte was notte axid in myn
husbonddis tyme and Palmere seyde, for he was a

grete man, and a wyse man of the law, and that was
the cawse menwolde not axe hym the rentte.

I sende yow the namis of the men that kaste down
1 ohnPartrickof Swathfield wasVicar of Paston, from 144: to x447 .

—fF.

llliam Paston, the Judge.
3 Landmarks. Dolestones are stil l Spokenof inNorfolk in this sense.
—See Latham'

sEditionof Johnson’

sD ictio

Onthe oth July 1443, a licence was grant toWil liam Pastonto enclose
a port ion of the highway at Paston, and another at Oxnead, onhis
two other highways inplace thereof—Patent Roll , 2 1 HenryVI., p. x, 111. ro .
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7 22 t/ze most reverent Fader inGod tfie Arc/zeb
i

zirs/wp of
Caunterbury , C/Larzcelez

'

of Enghmz
’
.

ESECHETH mekely zour gracious Lordship,
zour owne servant and oratour JohnHauteyn,
chapeleyn, that wher he hath dyversseutees
and accions in lawe to be sewed a zent A. ,

that was the wife of W. Paston, of the maner of Oxe
nedes, in the countee of Northfolk; and for asmeche
as zour seid besecher can gete no counsell of menof
court to be with bym in the seid matiers, by cause that
the seid W . P . wasone of the KyngesJust ices,andJOhn
P .

, son and heir to the seid W . P . ,
isal so a monof

court ; that hit plese zour good Lordship to assigne,
and most streytly to comaund JohnHeydon,1 Thomas
Lyttylton,

2
and JohnOelston to be of counsell with

zour seid besecher in the seid matiers, and Oder that
he hath to do azenst the seid Anneysand Oder ; and
zour said besecher shal contente hem well for their
labour. And that this be doo inthe reverence of God,
and wey of charite. JOHN HAUTEYN, Chapeleyn.

Af ter A .D. 1444.

SIR ROGER CHAMBERLAIN To AGNES PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
Nothin canbe said as to the date of this le t ter, except that it isevidently

afte r the eath ofWi ll iam Paston.

To my réglai worchyfifid l Cosy/z, Ag nesPaston.

ICHT worchepfull cosyn, I comand me to you.

And asfor the mater that ye sent to me fore,
touchyng the maner callidWalshams

,
inWal

sham, the trouth is, youre husbond soldyt to

1 A lawyer and recorder of Norwich—F.

5 After wards the famousJudge Lyt te lton.
—F.
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my moder upon condition that she shuld never sel it
but to youre sones, Johnor William and for the suerte
of the seid condition, youre seid husbond, asI conseyve ,
ded the seid maner be charged with a gret annuyte
upon the same condition, or the tyme that my seid
moder toke estate, of the whech I suppose ye shall
fynde sufliciant evydens, if ye serge youre evydences

therfor. And I be seche almyty God kepe you.

Wretynat Geddyng, the xv. day of September.

Your Cosyn,
S IR ROGER CHAMBERLEYN.

BetweenA.D. 1442 and 1455 .
—THE DUKE OFBUCK

INGHAM To THE VISCOUNT BEAUMONT.

[From Fenn, i.
There appear to be no means of ascertaining the exact year when this let ter

waswrit ten; but as the writer was created Duke of Buckingham on the 14th
Septembe r 144 1 , and hisson, the Ear l of S tafford , waskilled at the bat t le of
S t. Al banson the 2 2d May 145 5 , the date must lie be tween these two limits.

ToMe r zglzt worsfizjfifi tl
,
and wil l: all myn [zer te 7

‘n
e ntir ely below

'

a
'

brot/zer , t/ze Vz
'

scos e B eaumont.

IGHT worshipful, and with all myn herte right
entierly beloved brother, I recomaunde me

to you, thenking right hertili youre good
brotherhode for your gode and gentill letters,

the whiche it hath liked you to sende unto me nowe
late ; and l ike it you to knowe I perseeve by the

tenor of the seid lettre, your gode desire of certein

dubete that I owe unto you. In gode faith, brother,
it is so with me at this tyme, I have but easy stufi

'

e

of money withinne me, for so meche as the seison of

the yer is not yet growen, so that I may not plese

youre seid gode brotherhode , asGod knoweth my will
and entent were to do

,
and I had it.

Nevertheless, and it like you, I sende you, hi my
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sonne Stafi
'

ord
,

1
an obligacion wherof, of late tyme, I

have rescevid part of the dubete therinne comprisid ;
the residue of whiche I prai you to resceve bi the seid
obligacion, and that I may have anacquitance therof,
and to yeve credence unto my seid sonne in such
thing as he shall say unto your gode brotherhode on
my behalve.

R ight worshipful] , and with all myn herte right
entirely belovid brother, I beseche the blissed Trinite,
preserve you inhonor and prosperite.

Writenat my Castell of Makestok,
2 the xvn. day Of

Marche.

Yowre trew and fethfull broder,
H . BUR INGHAM.

BetweenA .D . 1444 and 1 460.

W ILLIAM YELVERTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
The date of this le tte r 15 not ear lier than 1444 , whenWil liamYe lvert onwas

ap inted a Justice of the King
’
s Bench ; and , as Fenn remarks, it is pro

ba ly not later than 1460 ,
whenhe wasmade a Knight of the Bath, Otherwise

he wou ld have signed himse lf Knight aswe ll as Justice.

To my ryg/zt wurefiefif u/l cosyn, j ol mP orto/z, Esquz
'

er .

GHT worchepful cosyn, I recomaunde me to

yow,
thankyng yow as hertyly as I kan for

my selfi
'

, &c, and Special ly for that ye do
so moche for Oure Ladyeshous at Walsyng

ham
,
which I trust veryly ye do the rather for the

grete love that ye deme I have ther to for trewly if
I be drawe to any worchep or wellfare, and d ischarge
of myn enmyesdaunger, I ascryve it unto Our Lady.

Preyng yow therfore that ye woln ben as frendly
to Our Ladyeshousas I wote well ye have alwey ben,

1 Humphrey , Ear l of S tafford, the Duke
’

s e ldest son, who Wassla in at S t.
Alban’

s in1455
2 lnWarwickshire.
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rity of Ann, daughter and heir of Henry de Beauchamp, Duke of Warwick,

was granted in 2 5 Henry VI. to John, Viscount Beaumont, and Sir Ralph
But ler, Lord Sudley.fi 9ee Dugdale

'

sBaronage, n. 54.

A no: tres/imaré: e!noble: S zgnoursVz
'

seonteB eaumont,
Connestable d

’

Engleterre et Seigneur d
’

e Sua
’

ele, grant

mestre d
’
e lwstel d

’
e nostre Souverayn Sagweur [e R0y

d
’

Eflgleterre et France.

RESHONORABLEZ et noblez seigneurs,
nous nous recommandous tant que faire le
povons a voz honnorablez seignouriez . Et

vous plese savoir que le samedy xvme jour
du moys de Aprille nous avons recen unez lettrez

patentes de nostre SouverainSeigneur le Roy d
’

Eng
leterre et de France, contenant comme il vous a donné
la guarde dez islez de Jersey et Guernesey durant le
nonaage de Fer de monSeigneur de Warwyk, et nuez

aultrez lettrez a nous directes de par vous, presentees
de par voz servitours John Morin et Robert Haxby.

Et pour cause que eulx n
’

avoyent point de procura
cions, ou feisionsdifli cultey, et nonObstant a voz ditz
servitours a estey delivrée et baillie la pocessionde la
dicte isle de Jersey, et ont juré et promis par lours
serementz de guarder le loys et coustumez et anciens
usagez de la dicte isle, et nous envoier lettrez soubz

lez seaulx de voz armez , comme voz promettez tenir en
fermete ce que eulx ont promis, et de ce nous ont

bailly plege Sire John Bernard, cappi taine desdictez

islez, quer aultrement nousme lez eussonspoint receus,
comme il apparest par le certificat a enlx par nous

donné, quer tous lez seigneurs, guardes, cappitaines,
juges, et aultrez ofiicersde audevant de cez hourez ont

estey jurez a nouslois, coustumez et anciensusagez , lez
queilz ont estey guardéz et seront en tempz advenir
avecquez l

’aide deD ieu
,qui vousayt ensasainte guarde.

Escript en Jersey le xvijme jour du moysde Aprill .
De par lez vostrez lez Bailiff [et]

Jurésde l
’

Isle de Gersy.
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A.D. 1 447
—EDMUND PASTON To JOHN PASTON

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

From the conversationhere reported touching the anticipated ascendancy
of Danie l and the Marquis, afterwards Duke , of Suffo lk, this le tter may be
re ferre d to the year 1447. In Apri l of the year fo llowing , the influence of

Suff olkwas paramount , and Danie l was said to be out of favour , aswi ll be
seenby Le t ter 56 following .

Tf ez/[afar [alu mni Pasto n, of {be Inner In in t/ze

Temple, aft London.

TH worschipfull brothir, I recomaund me to

yow, &c. I preye write to myn modre of

your owne hed as for to consell her howh
that sche kepe her prevye, and tell no body

ryth nowth Of her counsell ; for sche woll tell persones
many of her counsell this day, and to morwe sche woll
seybe Goddisfaste that the samemenbenfalse . I have
seen par te of the evydence, and the maner

1 hath be
pourchasid be parcell, and certeyn feffement mad of

the avowson
,
and certeynpecisof loud enterlessant the

maner and I wote well ye have oncollaterall rellesse

wyth a warente of onof the wyffys of Hauteyn
2
of all

the holl maner .

Steward, the chiffe constable, told me he was en

panellyd up onthe assise be twex yow andFrauncesse
he axyd me counsell what he myght do ther inne, for
he told me it was take inSir ThomasTudham name .

He wold fayne be chalengyd. I concellyd him swere

the trewthe of the issue that he shall be swore to, and
thanne he nedyd never to drede bym of noonatteynte .

I yave him this counsel] , and noonothir. He enque
Iyd me of the rewle of mynmaster Danyell 3 and myn
Lord of Suffolke,

4
and askyd wheche I thowte schuld

rewle in this schere and I seyd bothe, as I trowh,
1 The manor of Oxnead.

—S ee B lomefield, vi . 478.

2 Probably Robe rt, father of JohnHauteyn, the friar.
3 ThomasDani e l .
4 Wil liam de la Pole . at this time Marquis, afterwardsDuke , of Suffolk.

F
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and he that survyvyth to hold be the vertue Of the

survyvyr, and he to thanke his frendes, and to aquite

his enmyys. So I fele by him he wold forsake his
master, and gette him a newh yf he wyste he schuld
rewle and so wene I meche of all the contre is so

disposyd . The holy Trenyte kepe yow.

Wrete at Norwiche, on the Wednysday after Seynt
Peter 1 inhast. Your Brother, E. PASTON.

5 4 .

A .D. 1447 , 3 Sept—ABSTRACT .

[Add. Charter E.M. (Paston

Deed by which William Pope, perpetual Vicar of Paston, con
firms to Agnes, widow of Will iam Paston, and JohnBakton, their
estate in a piece of land, particularly described ; and also binds

himself to celebrate mass every Friday for the souls of said Wil
liam and Agnes, &c. &c. , exhort hisparishionersto put up prayers

for them every Sunday, called certeynys,
”
and celebrate Wil

liam Pastou
’
s Obit on the 13th August .

Dat ed at Paston, 3d September 26 Henry VI .

5 5 .

A .D . 1447 , 2 9 Nov.
-ABsTRACT.

[Add. Charter E.M. (Paston

Indenture, dated S t. Andrew’
s Eve, 26 Henry VI . , between

AgnesPastonand Waryu Baxter, the former agreeing that Baxter

shall have, at the will of the lord of the manor of Knapton, the
lands, &c. that were Richard Redys with reservations.

5 6 .

A .D. 1448, April.
MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii . 54 ]

The date of this letter isfixed by anendorsement in thesewords, Literal:
term mo Pascha anno showmg that I t was e tten 111 East er term, 111

St. Peter
'

s day is the 29th June.
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for to have itt, I seyd I wyst wel that ze wuld pay it
with ryth gode wyl, and told her that ze had sergyd to a

fownd wrytyng therof, and ze kwd non fynd in non

wyse. And sche sayd sche wyst wele there waswryt

yng therof inow,
and sche hath wrytyng therof hw Syr

Robert of Mawthby, and Sir Jon, and my grawnsyre,
and dyverse other of mynawncesteryspayd it, and seyd
nevyr e nay therto. And in no wyse I kwd not geyn
no grawnth of her to sesyntyl ze kom hom and sche
bad me that I xuld don an erand to my moder, and

qhan I kam born, I dede myn erand to her. And

sche axyd me if I had spokyn to my lady of this for
seyd mater, and I told her hw I had do, and qhat
answer I had ; and sche seyd sche xuld gonto my Lady
.VIorles on the nexst day, and sche xuld Speken to her
therof

,
and a say to getyngrawnt of her to sesynOf the

forsayd mater tyl that ze kom hom . And truly my
moder dede her dever ryth feythfully therin, as my
cosyn Clare

1
xal tellyn zw qhan that he speketh wi th

zow ; and sche gete grawnt of my seyd lady that there
xuld nowth ben don azens zw therin, and ze wold
acordyn with her, and don as ze owyn to do be twyx

this tym and Trinyt e Sunday.

Laueraw[n]ce Rede of Mawthhy recommawndeth
hym to zu

,
and prayt zw that ze wyl vwchesave to le ten

hym byn[buy ] Of zw the ferm barly that ze xuld have of

hym , and if ze wyl laten bym have it to a resonabyl
pris, he wyl have it with ryth a gode wyl and he

prayi t zw if ze wyl that he have i t, that ze wyl owche
save [vouc/s e] to send bym word at qhat pris he xuld

hat e the kowmb as hastyly as ze may, and ellys he
must be purvayd inother plase .

AS twchyng other tydyngs, I sopose Jonof Dam xal

s
'

end zw word in a letter. As it is told me veryly,
Heydonxal not kom at London this term.

It isseyd in this contre that Danyell 2 is owth of the

Kyngs gode grase, and he xal dwnand all hysmene,
1 Probabl Wil liam , e ldest son of Robert Clerc of Ormesby, who died in

1446 .
—~S ee lomefield,d, vi. 336.
homasDanie l
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and all that ben hyswele wyllers; there xal no man

ben so hardy to don nether seyn azens my Lord of

Sowthfolk,
1 nere nonthat longeth to bym ; and all that

have don and seyd azens bym,
they xul sore repent

hem . KaterynWalsam xal be weddyd on the Mun

daynexst after Trinyte Sonday, as it is told me, to the
galaunte with the grete chene and there ispurvayd for
her meche gode aray of gwnys, gyrdelys, and atyrys, and
meche other gode aray, and he bathe purcheysyd a gret
purcheysof v. mark be z er to zevynher to her joynture .

I am aferd that JonOf Spar ham isso schyttyl wyt tyd,
that he wyl sett hys gode to morgage to Heydon, or to

sum o ther of ywre gode frendys, but if[i.e. unless] I can
hold bym inne the better, ere zekom horn. He hath ben
ar estyd sythyn that ye went, and hath had moche sorw
at the sewte ofmayster Joh Stoksof Londonfor x. mark
that Sparham owt to bym ; and ingode feyth he hath had
so moche sorow and hevynesse that he wyst nowth qhat
he myth don. I fell bym so disposyd that he wold
asold and asett to morgage all that he hath, he had
h owth rowth to qhom , so that he myth anhad mony to
anholpynbym self wyth ; and I entretyd hym so, thatt

I sopose he wyll nother Sellyn ner sett to morgage,
nother catel ner other gode of hese, tyl he speke with
zw. He soposeth that al that is don to bym is att the
request of the Parson of Sparham and Knatylsale .

I sopose it is almas to comfort bym ,
for in gode feyth

he is ryth bevy, and hys wyf al so. He isnowth nw

under arest, he hath payd hys feys, and goth at large
he was arestyd att Sparham, of on of Knatysalesmen.

Hodge Feke told me thatt Sym Schepherd is styl
with Wylly,

2 and if ze wyl I xal purvey that he xal be

browth hom er ze kom hom . It is told me that he
that kept zour sehep wasowth lawyd onMunday at the
swth of Sir ThomasTodynham , and if it be so, z e am
nowth lyk to kepe bym longe. And as twchyng that
that z e badeynme spekyn for to Baktou,

he seyth he

iswel avysyd that sche seyd sche wuld never have to
1 S ee p. 65 , note 3.

13W
'

i lliam Paston
,
sonof the J udge ?
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donwith all, ner he kan not pek that sche seyd sche
hath non ryth to have i t, and he wyl say lyche as he
hath herd her seyd and if sche speke to bym therof,
he wyll rather hold with zw thanwith her. I pray ye
that ze wyl vwche save to send me word hw ze spede

in zour matter twchyng Gressam,
and hw Danyel is in

grace. Harry Goneld hath browth to me x15 . of Gres
sam syn ze zede, and he seyth I xal have more or

t thson tyd, if he may pyk it up.

I sopose Jamys Gressam hath told zw of other
thyngs that I have sped syn ze z edyn hens. If I her
any strawnge tydyngs in this contre, I xall send zw

word. I pray zw that I may ben recomrnawndyd to

my Lord Danyel.
The Holy Trynyte have zw in hys kepyng, and

send zw helth and gode spede in al zour maters

twchyng zour ryth .

Wretyn at Norwyche, on the Wedenys day nexst

after thatt ze partyd hens.

Yors, MARGARETE PASTON.

Date uncertain.

LORD SCALES TO THOMAS GNATESHALE.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

The personto whom this is addressed isprobably the same Knatysale
ment ioned in the

p
receding le t ter. and as it containsno evidence of any defi

ni te date, we thin best to inse rt it here.

ThomasGnateshale, I wul ze wite it was cute of my remem
brance that Paston hade pout in my de terminacion the discort

be twene you and bym. I was the more favourable to your entent,
but inso mych as I had forgete that beforesaid, I praye you that
ye sufi

'

re the com es in mene hand til that I have determ ined the
matier betwene you too be the advis of lerned menwhech han

knowelich in such causses, the which thing I wul do inasshort

tyme asmay, wherof ze shal have knowelich .

Writenat Myddelton, the xiiij. day of August .

THE LORD SCALES .
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bryng us to wherfor I requer zow, yf that yt plese zow
to have bym , that ze wylle be the bett er master to bym
for my sake, for I am he that is as sory to departe from
bym as any man on lyve from hys servant , and be my
trowthe, as farforthe as I knowe, he isas true asany on
lyve.

I troste my fortune schale be better thanever to leve
thusher ; but yf I wer hens wards, I ensuer zow I
wold not schange for none that I knowe. He is

profytabylle ondyvers thynggsas ze knowe welle.

Ther hasbena gret breke be twyx Calle and me, as
I schal enforme zow at my coming, wyche schalle be
onWedynsdaynext be the grace of God, who preserve
zow.

Wretynat Mawteby, onWyteson eve.

EDMOND PASTON.

A .D . 1448, 1 9 May.
—ABSTRACT.

[From Phillipps MS . 9735, No.

MARGARET PASTON TO HER HUSBAND (not addressai ).

On Friday last , the Parson of Oxened being at messe inone

Parossh Chir che, evynat levacion of the sakeryng, JamysC loys
had been in the town, and come homeward by Wymondam

’
s

gate,
”
whenhe was attacked by Wymondham who had two of his

menwith him,
and driven into my mother

’

s place for refuge.

\Vith the noise of this, my mother and I came out of the church
from the sakeryng, and Wymondham cal led my mother and me

strong whores, and said , ye Pastous and all her kinwere

yngham said he lied
,
knave and churl ashe was.

”
After noon

my mother and I reported this to the Prior of Norwich, who sent

for VVymondham ; and Fagrave came wi th us. While \Vymond

ham was with the Prior, and we at home, C loyswas assaulted

againinthe street,
“
ashe stood inthe Lady Hastyngs

’

chambe r,
”

by ThomasHawys, one ofWymondham
’

smen. This last assault

the Parson of Oxened saw. S endsCloys to her husband for fear

of further trouble. The Lady Morle “ would have the benefice
of her obligacion,

”
as her counsel tel ls her it is forfe it, and she
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would not have the relief till she have your homage. The Lord
Moleyns

’
manis collecting the rent at Gresham a great pace,

”

as James Gresham will report to you.

Trini ty Sunday, at even.

Further statement about the assault added ina different hand

(qu. Agnes Pastou
’
sP).

[From the fact of Lord Molynsbe ing inpossessionof Gresham. and col lect
ing rents there. it

‘

is clear:that the date of this le t t er is 1448. This date also
agreeswith what 18 said inLetter 5 6 about a re lief claimed by Lady Mor ley . )

A.D. 1 448, 28 May.

JOHN NORTHWOOD To JOHN
,
VISCOUNT BEAUMONT.

[From Fenn, i.
The date of this le t ter wi ll appear by a foot-note.

To my worsc/zypflzl and reverent l ord
, j o/m, Virant

B eaumont .

YGTH worschypfull, and my reverent and most
spesial l Lord, y recomaund me um to yowr

good grace in the most humble and lowly
wyse that y canne or may, desyryng to her

of your prosperite and well fare [as to my]
1 most syn

geler joy and spesiall comfort.
And gyf hyt plees your Hygnes, as towchyng the

soden aventuer that fell latly at Coventre, plees byt

your Lordshyp to her that, onCorpus Christi Even2
last passed, be rwene viij. and ix . of the clokat a[fter
non],1 Syr Umfrey Stafford

3 had browth m mayster
Syr James of Urmond“ towa[r]d hysyn[inn from my
Lady of Shrewesb[ery,

5
and]

l
reterned from hym toward

1 The bracke ted words are noted by Fenn as impe rfect in the original,
the pape r be ing chafed.

2 sad May .

3 Killed inanengagement with JackCade inJune 1450.

4 Probably S ir James But le r , son and he ir apparent o f James. fourth Ear l
of Ormond , who in 1449 wascreated Ear l ofWi ltshir e .

5 Wife of JohnTalbot, the famousEar l of Shrewsbury.
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hys yn, he met with Syr Robert Harcourt 1 comyng
from hys moder towards hys yn, and pass[ed Syr]

2

Umfrey ; and Richard, hys son, came somewhat be
hynd, and when they met to gyder, they fell inbandes
togyder, and [Sir Robert]

2
smot bym a grette st[r]oke

on the hed with hyssord, and Richard with hysdagger
hastely went toward bym . And ashe stombled, on of

Harcourts men smot bym in the bak with a knyfe
menwotte not ho byt was reddely. Hys fader hard
noys

,
and rode toward hem,

and hysmen ronne befor
hym thyder ward ; and in the goyng downe of hys

hors, on, he wotte not ho, be hynd bym smot bym on

the hede with a nege tole, menknow not with us with
what wepone, that he fell downe and hys son fell
downe be fore bym asgood asdede. And all thyswas
don, as men sey, in a Pater Noster wyle . And forth
with Syr Umfrey Stafi

'

ord men foloed after, and slew ij.
men Of Harcowrttus, on Swynerton, and Bradshawe,
andmo benhurt ; sum bengoune, and sum be inpryson
inthe jayll at Coventre.

And before the coroner of Coventre, up onthe sygth
of the bodyes, ther benendited, asprynsipall for the
deth of Richard Stafford, Syr Robert Har court and the
ij. men that ben dede. And for the ij. menof Har

courts that bendede, ther benendited ij. men of Syr

Umfrey as prynsipall. And as gytte ther hath ben
no thyng fownden before the Justice of the Pees of

Coventre Of thys riot, be caws the shreffe of Warwyk

shyre isdede,3 and they may not sytt in to the tyme
ther be a new shreve.

And all thysmyschef fell be cawse Of a nold debate
that wasbe twene heme for takyng of a dystres, asbyt
is told.

1 He signalized himself in the wars of Henry VI. and Edward IV. , wasa

K ni ht of the Cart er, and in November 1470, 10 Edward IV.
, wasslainby

the Stafl'

ords, perhaps inrevenge for thismurder of Richard S tafford—F.

9 S ee Note 1 . p . 7 3.
3 Thomas Port er was sheriff of the count ies of Warwickand Le icester in

26 Hen VI and died inhis year of ofiice on Monday after CorpusChrist i
day (2 7 t Ma the day be fore this le t ter waswrit ten—Inquisit ionpost
mor tem , 2 7 enry VI No. 1 3.
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your Lordschyp, yn las than byt schold hurt me to

gretly, wyche y wote wel your Lordschyp wol nevyr
esyr.

And God for hysmercy have you, rythe worschypful
Fadyr ynGod, and my rythe gode Lord, ynhysblessyd
kepyng.

Wryt ynwith mynoune chaunsery hand, yn hast, the
xiij. daye of June, at Tefl

'

aunt .

Vere hartely your, MOLYNS .

A .D . 1 449 3 1 Jan.

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
Fenn thinks thiswaswritt enabout 1460, but I do not see onwhat evidence .

From the reference to Gresham , I should rather suppose it be longs to 1449.
B

y
the subscr iption, it would appear that the writer was ve ry near the t ime

0 lying in ; but we cannot te l l the exact date of the birt h of any of her chi l
dren. Lord Molyns dispossessed JohnPastonof the lordship of Gresham on

the 1 7 th of February 1448. Af ter repeated remonstrancesonthe subject to no
purpose , Pastonwent and tookup his quart ers there againonthe 6th Oct ober
1449 , and succeeded in keeping possession ti l l the a8th January 1450, when

the p lace was attacked, inhisabsence, by Lord Molyns
’

men, who undermined
the wal ls, and drove out Pastou’

swife. The “
e rrands about Gresham pro

bably re fer to the t ime Of Lord Molyns
’ first occupation.

7 2) my ryg/zt worc/s u/l lzorbomz
’

, j oi n: Paston, be f/zis

GHT worchipfull hosbond, I recommand me
to yow,

praying yow to wete that I have
receyved your letter this day that ye sent

me be Yelvertonys man. As for your sig
nette, I fond itt upponyour bord the same day that ye
went hens, and I send i t yow be R ichard Heberd,
bringer herof. Asfor your eronds that ye wrete to me
fore, Richard Charles is owte abough your eronds

abowte Gresham ,
and for his awyu matersalso, and I

suppose he komyth not born tyll it be Tesday or Wed

denesday next komyng ; and alssone as he komyth

hom,
he shall go abowte your eronds that ye wrete

to me fore.
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I sent yow a letter wreten on Tesday last past,
whiche, as I suppose, Roger Ormesby delyveryd yow.

I toke it to AlsonPertryche. She rod with Clyppys
byswyff to London.

I pray yow if ye have an other sone that you woll
lete it be named Herry, inremembransOf your brother
Herry ,1 also I pray yow that ye woll send me dats
and synamunashastyly asye may. I have speke with
JohnDamme of that ye had me sey to hem to '

sey to
ThomasNote, and he sey he was wel payd that ye
seyd and thowgh therin as ye dede . Ner’ les I bad
bym that he shuld sey to the seyd Thomas therinas it

wer of hymself with owte your avysor any others and

he seyd he shuld so, and that it shuld be purveyd for
this next weke at the ferthest. The blyssed Trinyte

have yow inhiskepyng.

Wretynatt Norwyche, inhast, the Frydaynext befor
Candelmesse day.

Be your gronyng wyfl
'

,

A .D . 1 449 (P) 5 March .

ROBERT, PR lOR OF-BROMHOLM,
To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

There isno distinct clue to the date of this le tter ; but Fennthrowsout a
conjec ture which, indefault of any be tt er

'

de , may be accepted asnot im o

g
robable , that the Bishop of the other e of the sea

”

wasWalter Lybert .
ishop of Norwich. who in the beginning of 1 44 must have beenin Savoy.

hay ing beensent thither by the n to persuade the ant i-pope Fe lix V. to

renounce his c laim to N icholasV. for the peace of the Church. This Fe lix
actual ly did in the be

'

nning of this year , andWharton considersBishop
Lybert to have been t e cause of his doing so Angl . Sac. i. Fenn,
however . dates this le t ter 1450. onthe 5 11 pos1tiont at the Bishopwould have
been snll abroad in the beginnin

.

of t at year , which is a mistake, ashis

ga
me appearsm the Rolls of Pariiarnent as a trier of petitions as early as
ebmary .

No notice is taken elsewhere of John Pastonhaving a brother named
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7 2) my Sovereyn, f o/mPaston.

Recomend me hertily, thankyng yow for the
tydings, and the good awysse that ze sent
me be the Parson of Thorpe ;

1 laryng zow

wi ttin that the Byschope of the todir syde Of

the see sent laate to me aman, the q eh wuld abydin

upponmy leyser, for to an had me ovyr wyt bym to

the seyd Byschope, and so forth to the Courte .

2 So the

seyd manand I arryna poynted that he schal comyn
ageyna purpose fro the Byschope, to be my gyde ovyr
the see

,
and so I purpose me fully forthe a noonaftir

thisEstryn. I makme evyre day fulli redy asprivyli
as I can, be sekyng zow,

as I trost on zow,
and as I

am zour trow bede man, as labor for me her that I
mythe haf a wyrte of passagche directid un[to] swyche
menas zow thyng that schyd best yifeme my schargche.

The best takyng of schepynge 15 at Yem emuthe er

Kyrley, or som othir place m Norfolk syde. I schal haf
favour he now [mozzg/z] wyt ther seergiours[scare/245m ]
bod all my goode spede and all my wel lythe in you
beer, for ther on I trost fully.
Som cownsel me to haf a lett er of exschawnge, thow

it wer bode of xlr . er lees, bod I com i tte all my best 1D
thismat ir to zour wysdam,

and qwat at evyr ze pay in
thismatir, I schal truly at owr metyng repay ageyn to
zow. Bod for Goddslove purvey formy sped her, for ell

[else] I leesallmypurvyans, and ther too I schyd jaape
3

the Byschopeman, and canshym to com into Yngland,
and lees all his labor. For Goddis love, send me

down thiswyrte, er ell bryng it wyt zow,
that I mythe

haf fro zow a letter Of tydings and comforthe for 1

had nevyr verray need of zour labor til now, bod my
hert hangithe ingret langor .

All my brethir w
‘

enyth that I schyd no forthir goo
than to the Byschope, and undir that colour schal I
weel go forthe to the Courte . I haf gret stody til I

1 Robert Rogerswas parsonof Thorpe fr
a
om 144 to 1476.

Court of Rome.
3 Decei

s
ve.
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pro bOno animae suae, prout meliusvideret Deo placere
ac animae suae prodesse. Et dictum Johannem Paston
ordinavit et constituit executorem suum. Incujus rei
testimonum praesentibussigilla nostra apposuimus.

Endorsed—Copia ultimat voluntat isEdmundi Paston.

Endorsed m a later lawd—Testamentum Edmundi Paston secundi fi lm
Willelmi PastonJusticiarii.

A.D . 1 449 , 24 March.

LORD MOLYNS To THE TENANTS OF GRESHAM.

[From Fenn, i.
Lord Molyns tookpossession of Gresham, as already stated—see prelim i
note to Le t ter 62 ,—ou the 1 7 th of February 1448 ; but the re ference to

Par ent as sit tin at the date of this le t ter proves it to be long e ither to
1449 or 1450. Theiat ter date , however, 15 not very probable .

To 772y truszjy and we] belovy zl, 1116 e y and

7 27mm”: of my Lordsc/zeybe of Greys/2am.

RUSTY and welbeloved frendys, I grete yowe
well, and putte yowe all owte of doute for
all that ye have doon for me ; and the

money that ye pay to my welbeloved ser

vaunt
,
John Par tri ch, I will be your warant as for

your discharge , and save yowe harmeles ayenst all
thoo that wold greve yowe, to my power. And, as

hertly as I can, I thanke yow of the g ud wyl ye liave
had, and have, toward me. And as to the tytyll Of

rigth that I have to the Lordship of Gressam schal
with in short tyme be knoweyn, and be the lawe so

determynyd, that ye schall all be glad that bathe ought
me youre gud wyll therin.

And All Myghty God kepe yow and
, be His grace,

I schall be with yowe son aftyr the Parlement es
endyd.

Wryttenatte London, onOure Lady evyn last past.
R. H . , LORD MOLYNS .
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66 .

A .D. 1449, 2 April.
MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS .
, B .M. ]

The date of this le tter is evident ly both after Paston
'

sexpulsionfrom Gres
ham by Lo rd Molyns in February 1448, and afte r the death of Edmund

Pastonin 1449. It cannot , however , be so la te as 1 50 , e lse Hauteynwould
not have expec ted to obtain possession of Oxn through the Duke of

Sufi
'

olk
'

s influence .

my ry tz wane/zzpf ul J ll ayrler , f anPar fai t , be t/zzr
delyver z

'

a
'

in lzart, due l/ing inMe [mzer Tempz
'

ll.

TZ wurschipful hosbond, I recommawndme to
zu

,
praying zu to wete that my kosyn Cler

1

dynyd with me this day ; and sche told me
that Heydonwas with her yister evyn late,

and he told her that he had a letter from the Lord
Moleynys, and schewyd her the same letter, praying
hym that he wold seyu to his frends and wele willerres
inthiscontre that he thanketh hem Of her godewil l, and

for that thei have done for bym and also prayingHey
don that he wold sey to Rychard Ernold of Crowmer

that he was sory and evyl payd that his men maden
the afray up onbym,

for he seyd it wasnot be hiswill
that his menxuld make afray onnoman in this contre
with owth ryt z grett cause. And as for that wasdonto
zu if it mytz benprevyd that he had donotherwise to zu
than ryt z wold as for the mevabyl godis, ze xuld ben

content, so that ze xuld have cawse to konbym thank ;
and he prayd Heydon in the letter that it xuld ben
reportid in thiskontre that he wold donso, if he had
donotherwyse thanhe owth to don.

The frere 2 that cleymyth Oxned was in this town
zastyrday and this day, and was ledgid att Beris, and
this afternon he rod, but qhedder I wote not. He

seyd pleynly in this town that he xal have Oxnede,
and that he hath my lord of Sutfolkes3 good lordschip,
and he wol ben his good lord in that mater . There

1 E liza be th , widow of Robert‘Clere of Ormesby .
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was a persone warnyd my moder with in this to days
that sche xald benware, for thei seyd pleynly sche was
lyk to ben servyd as z e were servyd at Gressam with
in rytz schort tyme . Also the Lord Moleynswrott in

his forseyd letter that he wold mytyly, with his body
and with his godis, stand be all tho that had ben his
frends and his wel willers in the mater towching
Gressam ,

and preyd Heydon that he wold sey to them
that the i xald not benaferd in nonwyse, for that was
don i t xuld benabedynby.

My moder prayith zu that ze wil send my brother
Willyam to Kawmbrege anomynale

1
and abok of

sofystre of my brother Emundes
,

2 the qheche my
seyd bro ther be hestid mymoder the last tym e he spak
with her, that he xuld asent [would lzave sent ] to my
brother Willyam . The blisseful Trinyte have zu in

hiskeping.

Wretyn at Norwyche in hast, on the Wodenysday
next be for Palm Sonday. Z owres,

M . P .

67 .

A.D . 1449 ?
—[MARGARET PASTON] To [JOHN PASTON].

[From Fenn, iii. 3 r4. ]
The dire ction of this curious le tter

,
says Fenn, is obliterated ,

but it is

plainly from Margare t Paston to her husband and the paper is likewise so

comple te ly fi l led with wri t ing , tha t she has not even ei ther subscribed or

dated it , but by the mentioning of S ir John Fastolf it must have beenwr it ten
be fore 145 9 . I t appears to us most probably to be long to the year
when Pastonwas making preparat ions to re—enter Gresham,

which he actu

ally d id inOct obe r of that year.

T wurchipful hwsbond, I recomawnd me to

zu
,
and prey zw to gete som crosse bowis,

and wyndacs
3 to bynd them with, and quar

rels ;
4 for zour hwsisher benso low that ther

may nonman sebet owt with '

no long bowe, thow we
badde never so moche nede .

A nom ina le.

’
3 Edmund Paston, who must have died very short ly after dec lar ing hiswi l l

on the e rst of March 1449.

3Windacs are what we now ca l l grappling irons, with which the bow-string
is

i
i
i?
“ h
i
m —R

Th pyram da f frope r y ua r r eaux . ey were uare i 0 iron shot out o

moss-bows—grose '

sM ilit . Antiq. i. 1 49

3

.

q
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A.D . 1 449 , 2 5 May.

ROBERT WENYNGTON TO THOMAS DANIEL.

[From Fenn, i.
On the 3d April 1449 roya l letters were issued in favour of Robert Wyn

nyng tone of Devonshire , who was bound by indenture to do the King se rvice
on the sea for the c leansing of the same , and rebuking of the robbe rs and

pirates thereof, which dai ly do all the noisance they mn.

”—S tevenson'

sLe t

te rs and Pape rs i l lustrative of the Wars of the Eng l ish inFrance , i. 489 .

T0 my Rever end Maysler , Tfl
’
omas Danyel] , Squz

'

er f or
t/ze Kyngs B ody , be t/zys letter debmem

’
inkaste.

ST reverend mayster, I recomaund me on to

yowt graceusmaystreschup, ever deseryng to
her of yowr wurschupful l ustate , the whyche

All myghte God mayntayne byt , and encrese

byt on to hys plesans : Plesyng yow to know of my
wellfare, and of all yowr men, at the makyng of thys
letter, we wer ingode hele of body i blessyd be God .

MO over, mayster, I send yow word
,
by Rauly

Pykeryng, of al l maters, the whyche I be seche yow
yeve hym credens, as he wyll enfonne yow of all so,

sur, I beseche yow,
in the reverens of God, that ye wyll

enforme owr Soverayn Lord the Kyng of all maters
that I send yow in thys letter, lyke as I have send a

letter to my Lord Chaunseler and to all my Lordys by
the sayd Pykeryng the whyche letter I beseche yow
that ye take and delyver to my Lord and all my Lordys
by yowt awne handys

,
and lete the sayd Pykeryng

declare all thyngsas he hath saynand knoweth.

Furst, I send yow word that whenwe went to see,

we toke ij. schyppys of Brast comyng owte of Flaun
drys and then after, ther ysmade a grete armyng in
Brytayne to mete with me and my felyschyp, that ys to
say, the grete schyp of Brast, the grete schyp of theMor

leys, the grete schyp ofVanng, with other viij. schyppis,
bargys, and balyngers, to the number of iij. m

fi-[3ooo]
men and so we lay in the see to me[te] with them.

And thenwe mette with a flotte of a c. [a l mmz
'
red ]
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grete schyppys of Pruse, Lubycke, Campe, Rastocke,
Holond, Selond, and Flandres,betwyteGarnyse [Guern
sey] and Portland ; and thenI cam abord the Admiral]

,

and bade them stryke inthe Kyngysname of Englond,
and they bade me skyte inthe Kyngsname of Englond
and thenI and my feleschyp sayd, but [unless] he wyll
streke don the sayle, that I wyld over sayle ham by the
grace of God, and God wyll send me wynd and wether ;
and dey bade me do my wurst, by cause I had so fewe

schyppys and so smale, that they scornyd wi th me .

And asGod wuld, onFryday last was, we had a gode
wynd, and thenwe armyd to the number of ij.mL[2000]
men inmy felyschyp, and made us redy for to over
sayle them and thenthey lonchyd a bote, and sette up
a stondert of traesse, and com and spake with me . And

ther they were yolded all the hundre t schyppys to go

with me inwhat port that me lust and my felawys but

they faothe with me the day before, and schotte at te us
a j . m1[1 000] gonnys, and quar ell

1
owt e ofnumber, and

have slaynmeny of my felyschyp, and meymyd al l 5 00.

Wherfor me thyngkyt that they haye forfett bothe
schypps and godys at our Soverayn Lord the Kyngys
wyll. Besechyng yow that ye do yowr parte in thys
mater, for thys I have wrytyn to my Lord Chaunseler 2
and all my Lordys Of the K gys Counsell and so I
have brofte them,

all the c . Izzma’r ea
’

] shyppys, within
Wyght , inspyte of them all.

And ye myght gete leve of owr SoveraynLord the
Kyng to com hydder, byt schall turne yow to grete
wurschup and profett, to helpe make owr a poyntement
in the Kyngsname, for ye sawe never suche a syght of
schyppys take in to Englond thys c. wynter for we ly
armyd nyght and day to kepe them, into the tyme that
we have tydengs of our Soverayn and hys counsell .
For truly theyhave do harme to me,and to my feleschyp,
and to yowr schyppysmore [than] ij.mLli.3 wor th harme;
1 S ee p. 82, Not e 4.
3 ohnS tafford, Archbishop of Canterbury.

3
_

enn says the re ading of the origina l is indist inct , and he could not de
term ine wh e ther £2000 or £3000 wasmeant.
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and therfor I am avesyd, and all my feleschyp, to

dronne them and slee them,
withoute that we haf e

tydyngsfrom owr Soveraynthe Kyng and hyscounsell .
And therfor, in the reverens of God, come ye yowr self,
and ye schall have a grete avayle and wurschup of

yowr comyng to see a suche syght, for I der well sey
that I have her at this tyme all the chefi

"

schyppys of

Duchelond, Holond, Selond, and Flaundrys, and now
hyt wer tyme for to trete for a fynell pese as for that

partyes.

I writ no more to yow at this tyme
, but All myghty

Jesus have yow inhyskepyng. I wr it inhast, within
Wyght, onSoneday at nyght after the Ascencion of

owr Lord . By yowr owne Servant,
ROBT . WENYNGTON .

About A.D . I 449 .
—WILLIAM PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS .

,
E.M. ]

As it appears from Margare t Paston
’

s le t ter of the 2d April 1 44
?
that Wil

liam Pastonwas a student at Cambridge in that year, the date 0 thismust
be about the same period.

To mynmost r everent and [7e]ur eficpfi 1/brader , f en
P as/071.

mynmost reverent and wurchepful brodur, I
recummend me har tely to zow

,
desiryng

speciali to hare Of zowre wellefare and pros
perite, qweche Almyty God contenu to zowre

gosteli hele and bodili welfare . And if it plase zowre

goode broderod to here Of mynwellefare, at the makyng
of this hylle I was ingood hele . And if it leke zowre

good broderod to remembre the le tter that I sent to
zow of the noyse that was telde of zow,

that z e schuld
a be on of the capetayns of the ryserse in Norfolk,
and how that j . scholere of Cambryg, qweche isparsone
of Welle

,
schuld an utteryd

'

ferthere to zowr grete
schalndyr [sl ander ] besechyng zow to undyrstond that
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as Sir Harry In los died that year. Moreover, it cannot be either 145 1 Or

1450, as
“
the aturday next afte r Midsummer,

”
when this le t ter is dated.

receded theWednesday nex t afte r M idsummer day
”
in both these years.

hus 1449 is the latest possible date .

Tof obnPastonbe Ibis letter debroeryo
’

.

OON, I grete zow wel with GOddis blyssyng
and myn, and I latte zow wette that my
cosyn Cler

1 wrytted to me that sche spake
with Schrowpe

2 after that he had byenwith
me at Norwyche, and tolde her what cher that I had
made bym ,

and he seyde to her he lyked wel by the
cher I made bym .

He had swyche wordys to my cosynCler that lesse
than ze made hym good cher, and zaf bym wordys of

conforth at London, he wolde no mor speke of the

matyr .

My cosynCler thynkyth that it were a foly to forsake
hym lesse than ze knew of onowdyr asgood or better ;
and I have assayde zowr suster

,

3
and I fonde hernever

so wylly to noonas sche is to bym, zyf it be SO that
his londe stande cleer .
I sent zow a letter by Brawnton for sylke, and for

this matyr befor my cosyn Cler wrote to me
, the

q ehe was wrytten on the Wednysday nexz t aftyr

Mydsomer day.

Sir Harry Ynglows is ryzth besy a bowt Schrowpe
for one of his doz thers.

I prey zow
,
for zette noz th to brynge me my mony

fro Horwelbery, as ze corn fro London, edyr all or a
grete parte . The dew dette was at Crystemesse last
paste

,
no thynge a lowyd, vijlz

'

. xiiijs. and at this
Mydsomer it is vlz

'

. more ; and thow I a low hym all

his askyng, it isbut xxvjs. Vjo
'
. less, but I am noz th so

avysyth zytt . AS for the Frer,
4 he hath byenat Sent

Benetts, and at Norwyche, and made grete bowste of

the sewte that he hath azens me, and bowz the many
1 E lizabe th. widow of Robert Clerc of Ormesby ,

Esq
S tephenScrope , a sonof Sir JohnFastolf ’swife by a former husband.

3 Ehzabe th Paston.

4JohnHawteyn.
—

.S
‘

ee Nos. 35 and 47 .
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boxes, to what intent I wett never. It iswel doen to
be war at London, indrede gyf he bryng ony syse at
Sent Margarets tyme .

I kanno more, but Almyz ty God be owr good lorde,
who have zow ever inkepyng. Wryten at Oxnede in

grete hast, on the Satyr next aftyr Mydsomer .

By yowr Modyr,

Not after A .D . 1449 .

ELIZ ABETH CLERE To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii .
This letter appears from the contents to be of the same year asthe preceding.

7 2) my Cosyn, j o/mPaston, be tbys letter delyvered.

RUSTY and weel be loved cosyn, I comaunde
me to zow, desyryng to here of zowre weel
fare and good spede in zowre matere, the

qwech I prey God send zow to hisplesaunce

and to zoure hertys ease.

Cosyn, I lete zow wete that Scrope 1 hath be in this
cuntre to se my cosynzoure sustyr, and he hath spoken
with my cosyn zoure moder, and sche desyreth of hym

that he schuld schewe zow the endentures mad he

twen the knyght that hath hisdowter and bym, whethir

that Skrop, if he were maried and fortuned to have
children

,
if tho children schuld enheryte his lond, or

his dowter, the wheche ismaried.

Cosyn, for this cause take gode hede to his enden
tures

,
for he is glad to schewe zow hem

,
or whom ze

wol a sygne with zow ; and he se ith to me he is the

last in the tayle of his lyflode, the qweche is CCCL.

marke and better, asWatkyn Shipdam seith, for he
hath take a compt Of his liflode dyv ers tymes and

Scrop seith to me if he be maried, and have a sone an

eyre , hisdowter that ismaried schal have of his liflode

1 St ephenScrape—S ee p. 88, Note 2.



90 T H E P A S T O N LE T T E R S .

L . marke and nomore and therfore, cosyn, me semeth

he were good for my cosynzowre sustyr, wi th[out] that
ye myght gete her a bettyr. And if ze cangete a better,
I wold avyse zow to labour it inas schort ryme as ze

may good ly, for sche wasnever inso gret sorowassche
isnow a dayes, for sche may not speke with no man,
ho so ever come, ne not may se me speke with myman,
ne with servauntes of hir moderys but that sche bereth
hire anhand 1 otherwyse than She menyth. And sche
hath senEsterne the most par t be betyn onys in the

weke or twyes, and som tyme twyes on0 day, and hir

hed broken in to or thr e places. Wherfor, cosyn, sche
hath sent to me by Frere Newtoningret counsell, and

preyeth me that I wold send to zow a letter of hir
hevynes, and prey yow to be hir good brothyr , as hir
trost is in zow ; and sche seith , if z e may se be his

evydences that his
'

childern and hire may enheryt en,
and sche to have resonable joynture , sche hath herd
so mech Of his birth and his condicions, that and ze

will sche will have bym , whethyr that hir moder wil or
wil not, not withstandyng it is tolde hir his persone is
symple, for sche scyth menShull have the more deyute

of hire if sche rewle hire to bym as sche awte to do .

Cosyn, it is told me ther is a goodly man inyowre
l une, of the qweche the fadyr deyed litte, and if ze
thynk that he were better for hir thanScroop, i t wold
be laboured, and yif Scroop a good ly answere that he be
not put of tyl ze be sure of a bettyr ; for he seid whanhe
waswi thme, but if[i nunless] he have som counfortable

answer of zow,
he wil no more laboure in thismater,

be cause he myght not se my cosyn zoure sustyr, and

he seyth he myght a see hire and sche had be bettyr
than She is; and that causeth bym to demyr that hir
moder was not weel willyng, and so have I sent my
cosyn zowr e moder word. Wherfore, cosyn, thynkon

this mateer, for sorow Oftyn ryme causeth women to
be set hem otherwyse than the i schuld do, and if sche
where inthat case , I wo t wee] ze wold be sory. Cosyn,
l To ba r one onhand, means to asse rt or insinuate something to a pe rson



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


9 2 T H E P A S T O N LE T T E R S .

the Chefe Justice of Englonde, for [500] marke, with
the whiche mariage wasdeliverd in hande to the sayde
Gascoyng the maner of Wyghton on the Wolde, in

Yorke schyre, with the apertenance of the saide maner ;
and whan the sayde Gascoyng hade bym ,

he wolde
have solde bym agayn, or maried the saide Stephen
Scrope ther [wizer e] he schulde have byndespareiged :

1

wherefore , at the request of the sayde Scrope and hys
frendes, the saide Fastolf boght the ma[ri]age of the

saide Scrope of the saide Sir William Gascoyng for

v° ~ marke, wherby the saide Fastolf hath mariage of the
saide StephenScrope, or

'

ellesto have the saide somme
Of v° marke that he payde for hym,

l ike as hit yS
above sayde .

I tem,
for asmoche as the sayde StephenScrope ys

comynto the saideFastolf, sayinge that he hath fownde
wey to be maried at hislyst , and also for hisworschippe

and profyt , so that the saide Fastolf woll consent therto,
that yS to say, to Fauconeris doughter of London, that
Sir Reynalde Cobham

2 had weddid.

I tem,
for ashit ysthe saide Fastolf yS wille to forther

and helpe the saide Scrope inanywize ther he may be
fortherede

, the sayde Fastolf consenteth that the sayde
Scrope marie hym to theFauconerisdoughter, with that
that the sayde Fauconer gyf to the sayde Fastolf the
saide somme Of v° marke, the whiche he payde for
the saide Scrope.

I tem, yf that the sayde Stephen Scrope pay or do
pay the somme afore sayde Of VG marke sterling, than
the sayde Sir John Fastolf and Dame Mylicent ,

3 his
wyf, schall make astate of the said maner of Wyghton
on the Wolde inYorke schyre, with the apertenaunce

1 S ee Note 2 , previous e .

9 S ir Re v inald 00t o S terborou h , inSurre y , who died in 1 446. He

the fafii er of the notoriousE leanorCobham , the mistress, and aft erwards
wife. of Humphrey . Duke of Gloucester .

—B ray ley ’

sHist. of Surrey , iv . 1 5 9 .

3 Milicent , wi fe of S ir JohnFastolf, isknown to have beenalive inthe 24th

yw of Henry VI . (1 Wil l iam Worcester says. the al lowance for her
chambe r was paid until

4
that date but as he says nothing more , it has been

supposed she d id not live longe r . Mr . Poule t t Scrope also be lieves her to
have died in 1446, on the authority of a contemporary MS . , which says she
and Fastolf lived toge the r thirty-e ight years—H ist . Cast lecombe , 263.
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of the sayde maner, to the saide StephenScrope and
to the woman, the whiche schalbe hiswyf, and to here
eyres of here bodyes begete be twix hem two.

I tem, yef the sayde Stephendye with oute eyre of

his body begeten, than the sayde maner of Wyghton,
after the descece of the saide hyswyf, schal l re tourne
agayne to the sayde Fastolf and Dame Mylicent, his
wyf, and to the eyres of the sayde Mylicent .
Item , yf SO be that the sayde Fauconer wilnot pay

the sayde Somme of v0 marke, bot peraventure wolde

gyf a lesse somme, then the sayde Fastolf wyl deliver
to the mariage of the saide Scrope certayn londe, hav
ynge rewarde to the somme that the sayde Fauconer
wil gyf, havyng rewarde to the atferrant of XI. pounde

worthe land and v° mark of golde.

Item
,
if that the sayde Fauconer wilmot gyf no

somme Of golde for the sayde mariage , the sayde

Fastolf wyl take the mariage of the childe that yS eyre
to the forsaide Sir Reynolde Cobham,

and that the
sayde Scrope forto conferme the astat hysmoder has
made to the saide Fastolf, yf so be that the consel of

the saide Fastolf se by thaire avys that hit be for to do,
and that the said mariage may be [as] moche worth to
the said Fastolf as v° ~ mark.

Item,
ze sende me be Raufm[an an]

the letters that y sende yow,
that I may

knolage how that hit standyswith me ther inal maner

of thynges, and that I [h]ave anansware of every article
that y wrote to yow.

Item
, for as moche as that I am bonden for my

Lord Scales1 to my Lord Cardnale
2 inv° ~ mark

, the

qu[ech] somme he kannot tynd no way to pay hit, on
lese then that he sel a parcel of his land quer fore he
sendis ower a man of his called Pessemerche , with
whom I wil that ze spek, and se be zore aviswhech
of the places of my said Lord Scal es that standismost

1 Thomasde Scales, 8th Lord.
2 JohnKemp , Archbishop of York, afterwards of Canterbu or, if this

document be some years ear lier, Cardinal Beaufort , B ishop of inchester.
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cler to be solde and if the place that is beside W[a]l
syngham stand cler, I have hit lever then the tother ;
and therfore I pray [z]ow that ze make apointement

with the said Pesemerche in the best wise that ze may,
athir of the tonplace or the tother, and or ze let take
hit after xx. zere, havyn[g] rewarde to the verray val[u]
therof, and as ze don send me worde be the next
messager .

Item ,
my Lord Of Hungerford 1 haswr itento me for

to have the warde of Robert Monpyns[on]is sone,
wher of I am agreed that he schal [have] bit like as I
haswretyn to bym ina letter, of the whech I send zow

a cope closed here in wher fore I pray zow to enquere
Of the verray valu of the land that Monpynsonhaldisof
me, and sendis me word in hast ; for my said Lord
Hungerford sais inhis letter that hit is worth bot xls.

a zere aboufe the rentis, asze may se the letter that he
sent me

,
the q[uec]h I send zow be my sonScrope.

And I pray zow to demene zow to my said Lord as

eesely as ze may in thismater and al other that I have
to do with hym,

as z e may se be the cope aforesaid.

And or (sit ) have zow in his kepyng. Wretyn at

Roan 2 the last day of October .

J . FASTOLFE.

E fzdorserl
—Appunctuamentum factum pro S tephano Scroope

RegisH. vj . ad mar itandum.

7 3 .

A.D . 1 449 2 Novl—R ICHARD, EARL OFWARWICK,

To S IR THOMAS TODENHAM .

[From Fenn, i .
R ichard Nevil l, Ear l ofWarwick, afterwards famousas the King-maker ,

succeeded to the t i t le In 1449, and this le tte r is no t unlike ly to have be en

1 Walter, rst Lord Hunge rford , died inAugust 1449 , and wassucceeded in
the ti t le by hissonRobe r t.

The name isa litt le indistinct from the decay of the paper, but the first
and last le t tersare c lea r , and it is scar ce ly possib le to doubt that Rouenwas
the place here Intended. Ye t if this be so , the le t ter must be much ear lier
than the date assigned to it in the endorsement.
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7 4 .

A .D . 1 449, 1 r Dec—ABSTRACI‘.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M . ]

Copy of a Grant from the Crown to John Bray for services
a gainst the King

’
s enemies. Caen, 1 1 th December 28

Henry VI .

[Thisdocument isvery muti lat ed and decayed. I t is writt en in French,
the spe l ling o f which is very peculiar , and is probably a bad copy by some
one who did not know the language ]

7 5 .

Before A .D. 1 450.

W ILLIAM TAILBOYS TO ViscouNT BEAUMONT.

[From Fenn, iii .
This le t ter is dated by Fenn be tween 1 45 5 and 1460, but c annot be later

than the former o f these years, as Lord Cromwe l l died in the
1 456. I t se ems, fur ther , beyond a doubt that the LordWilloughby,mentione

c

il
al ong with him, wasRobert , LordWil loughby of Eresby, whowas connect ed
by marriage bo th wi th Lord Cromwe ll and Wi th Lord We l les and if so the

date cannot be late r than 1 45 1 , asthis Lord Willoughby‘
di ed inJuly 145 2.

Indeed , I have very lit tle doubt it is be fore 1 450. as bo th boys and B eau

mont wer e of the Duke of Sufi
'

olk
’

8 par ty, and it isnot like ly that the tormer
would have ventured to complain of his ne ighbours, Lo rds Wi l
loughby, Cromwe l l, and We lles af ter the&ke’5 fall, especially aswe know

t
hat in t l

l
i

le
beginning of 1 450 he was inprisonfor

roniwe

To my r ig/i t 1107107 051111 and r zg/zt wurs/zzjfif zd Lord,

IGHT honorabull and my right wurshipfull
Lord, I recomaundme unto your gode Lord
ship with all my service, evermore desireng
to here of your prosperitie and welfare, the

which I pray God encres and contynue to hisplesur,
and after your oone herts desire ; thankyng you of

the gode Lordship that ye have shewed me at all

tym es, beseching you alway of gode contynuance .

P lesid your gode Lordship to be remembred how

afore this tyme HughWythom hath said he wold be in
rest and pe ese with me, and not to maligne agaymme
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otherwise than lawe and right wold ; that notwith
standyng, uponMunday last past, he and iij. menwith
him come unto a servaunt hous of myn inBoston, cald
William Shirref, and there, as he sete at his werke,
stroke him upon the hede and in the body with a dag
ger, and wondet him sore, and pulled him out of his

hous, and set him in prisonwithout any cause reson
abull , or without writ, or any other processe shewid

unto him and that me semes longsnot for him to do
,

bot ashe sayshe is endited, and asyour gode Lordship
knaweswele, I and all my servaunts are in like wise ;
bot and any man shuld have done hit, it longs e ither
to the shirref or to your balifi

'

as I conceyve, and other
cause he had non to him as fer as I kan knawe

, bot

awnly for the malissiousness that he hath unto me, ne
I kan think non other bot it is so. And now yistre

nyght myLord Wellesl come to Bostonwith iiijxx [f our
score] horses, and inthe ni ornyng foloyng toke bym out

of prison, saying afore all peepll,
“Fals thefe, you shall

be hanged, and asmony of thymaistre menasmay be

goten —asyour servaunt JohnAbbot kanreport unto
your gode Lordship,—and hath takenhim away with
him to Tatessall, what to do with him I kannot say, bot
as I suppose to have him to LincolnCastell Wherfore I
besech your gode Lordship in this matier to be my
gode Lord, and it please your gode Lordship to wr ite
a letter to the kepere of the Castell of Lincoln, that it
liked him to deliver him out of prisonundre a sufficient
seurety had for him,

for and thai may kepe him still .be

thismeyme, thai may take all the servaunts that I have,
and so I may do agayn in like wise .

And also, as I am enformed
, without he be had out of

prison in hast, it will be right gravewis to him to heile
of his hurt, he is so sore streken; and if there be any
service that your gode Lordship will comaund me to
do inany cuntre, plesid you to send me word, and it
shal be done to my power with the grace of God, which
have you, my right honorabull and wurshipfuu Lord,

1 Leo , LordWe l les.
H
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alway inhisblessid kepyng. Writen at Kyme,l upon
Wednesday next after our Ladi day the Assumpcion.

2

Also plesid your gode Lordship to wit, after this
letter wasmade, there come a man fro Tatessall into
my fenne, which owght me gode will, and be cause he
wold not be holden suspect, he speke with wemen
which were mylkand kyne, and bad theme goo to a
preest of myn to Dokdike, and bid him fast goo gif
me warnyng how that my Lord Wilughby,3 my Lord
Cromwell,4 and my Lord Welles5 proposid theme to
set a sessions, and hang the said William Shirref, and

thai myght bryng ther entent abowte and so, as I and
your servaunt John Abbot stode to geder, the prest
come and gaf me warnyng herof, which I trust for my
worship your gode Lordship wold not shuld happen,
for it wer to me the grettest shame that myght falle
bot and it plese your gode Lordship to write to all

your servauntsinthiscuntre, that thai will be redy upon
a day warnyng to come when I send theme word,
I trust to God thai shal not hang him agaym the lawe,
bot I, with help of your gode Lordship

,
shall be abnll

to let hit.
By your Servaunt,

W ILLIAM TAILBovs.

6

1 InLincolnshire , be tweenTattershal l and S leai’ord.

2 1 5 th August .
3 Robert , LordWilloughby of Eresby, who married Maud Stephen, aniece

of Lord Cromwe ll.
4 Ralph , Lord Cromwe ll.
5 Leo , Lord We l les, whose son R ichard married Joan, a daughter of

Robert , Lord Wil loughby of Eresby.

6 Wi l liam, afterwards Sir William, Tailboys of South Kyme , inLincoln
shire , who was at tainted under Edv 3 rd IV. as anadherent of the House of
Lancaster. H is fam ily was afterwa. ds ennobled as BaronsTalboys. He is
most unfavourably mentioned in the impeachment of the Duke of Suffo lk, of
whom he appears to have beena great adherent , and is accused of having
made an at tempt to murder Lord Cromwe l l in the S tar Chambe r at West

minster, onthe e8th November “49
—S ee Rolls of Par liament , v. i Si -zoo.
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of Orliaunce
,
Bertrande, Lord Pressigny, Maister Wil

liamCusinet,l enemysto you Soverayne Lord, and other
your enemeys, subgettesand ambassiators to Charles,2

calling hem selfe king of Praunce, your grettys adver
sarie and enemey. to meve, councell, ster, and provoke
the same Charles to come in to this your realme

, to

leve, reise, and make Openwerr ayenst you, Soverayne
Lord

,
and al le thisyour reaume with a grete puissaunce

and arme to distroy your most roial l persone
,
and your

trewe subgettes of the same realme, to the entente to

make John
,
some of the same Duke, [King] of this your

se id realme
,
and to depose you of your he igh regal ie

therof the same Duke of Suffolk havyng thenne of your
graunte the ward and mar iage of Margare te, doughter
and heire to John,

the late Duke of Somerse t, purposing
here to marey to heis said sonne, presum ing and pre
tendyng her to be nexte enheritable to the Corone of

this your realme, for lakof issue of you SoveraynLord,
inaccomplishement of heisse id traytours purpose and
entent, wheroppon the sam e Duke of Suffolk, sith the
tyme of heis ar este, liath do the seid Margarete to be
mar ied to heisseid sonne .

I tem, the seid Duke of Suffolk be ing most trostid
with you,

and prevyest of your councell Of fullong tyme
,

prepensing that your seid grete enemeye and adversarie

Charles schuld conquerr and gete be power and myght

your se id realme of Frannee, duchies, and countee, the

xxt i day of January the xvij. yer
3
of your regne

,
at West

m inster, in the shir of Middlesex, and divers othir

tymesand placeswithinyour seid realm e of Engeland,
falsly, trayt erously, by sotel menes and ymaginacyons,
for grete corrupcion Of good

,
taking of money, and

other excessyf promisesto him made by Charles, Duke
Of Orliaunce ,

4 your enemye, councelled and stered of

hyru selfe only, your heighnesse to enlar ge and deliver
out of prison the same Duke of Orliaunce, enemye to

you Soveren Lord, and to the most victorious noble
prince of blyssid memory

, the king youre fadir, whom
1 Cousino t. 2 Char lesVI I .

A.D. 1439.
4 Char les, Duke 0! Or leans ~ S ge p . 40.
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God assoile takyn be hem prisonere, to th
’

entent

that the seid Charles, calling bym self king of Fraunce,
schuld recover, gete, and have be false conqueste, and
other desayvabile menes ayenst you, your heirz and
successors, your seid realme of Praunce, duches and

counte, be the wyle, subtill councell, might, and ayde

of the seid Duke of Orliaunce .

Notwithstanding that be the late wylle and ordi
naunce of your seid fadir, for div ers thingismoveyng
his grete wysdome, contrary ther of was avysed and

declared, by wiche councell and stering only of the seid
Duke of Suffolk the seid Duke of Orliaunce wassoverd
[suf ererflat his liberte to departe of this youre realme

to the partee of Praunce.

Afore wi ch departer the first day Of May the seid
xvij. yerr

1
Of your regne, at London, in the parich of

Sent Martyne, in the ward of Fat indou infra, the same
Duke of Suffolk, trayterously adherent to the seid
Charles, calling bym selfe kyng of Fraunce, thenand

ther falsly and trayterously counseiled, coumforted.

stered, and provoked the seid Duke of Orlyaunce to

excite and moeve the same Charles
,
calling bym selfe

kyng of Praunce, your grete enemeye and adversarie ,
to make and reyse Open werr ayenst you in your
seid realme of Praunce and duchie of Normandy, to
conquer, and to Opteyn falsly be force, myght , and

other menesayenst you, your heiri z and successours,
your seid realme of Praunce and duche of Normandy,
Upponwich adherence, councell, and counfort of the

seid Duke of Sufi
'

olk, the seid Charlescalling bym selfe
kyng

,
hath made Openwerr a yenst you inyour seid

realme of Praunce, and hath it attrochid unto bym ,

and the most party of your duchie of Normandy, and
takynprisonyrs the ful nobile Lordys and coragyouse

Knytys, the Erle Of Schrouesbery
2
and the Lord

Faconberge,
3 with many othir nobles and people of

1 A.D . 1 439 .

2 John Ta lbot, first Ear l of Shrewsbury , the great hero of the French
wars, slainat Casti llon in 1453 .

3 Wi lliam Nevil l, Lord Fauconbe rg .
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your trewe leiges, to ther likly fynall ondoing, your

gr etest disheritaunce, and oure grete lamentable losse
that ever comena fore this to you, or ony of your ful
noble progenitors, or to your trewe subgettes.

I tem ,
whet the seid Duke of Suffolk late was onOf

your ambassitourswith othir to youre seid adversarie

Charles, calling hem self kyng of Praunce, he, above
heis instruccionand power to bym be you committyng,
promised to Reyner,1 King Of Cesile, and Charles
Daungers,

2 heis brothir, your gr ete enemeys, the de

liveraunce of Maunce and Mayne, without the assent
andvyse or knowyng of other your se id ambassitours

with him thenne accompanyd ; and theroppon after
heis comyng in to this realme from the same ambas
siate, inperforming Of heis seid promyse, he falsly and
trayterously, for grette rewardes and lucre of good to
bym yeven by your enemes, caused the said Reyner
and CharlesDaungers to have deliveraunce of Maunce

and Mayne aforeseid, to your over grete disheritai ince
and loss irreparable , enforsing and enrychyng of your
seid enemes, and grettest mene of the losse of your
seid duche of Normandye and so was the seid Duke
Of Suffolk falsly and trayterously adherent , aidant, and
confortant to your grete enemeys and adversaries.

Item
, the seid Duke of Suffolk being reteyned with

you in your wages Of werr in your seid realme of

Fraunche and duchie of Normandye, and therby stros

tid be you and alle your councellers to knowe the

privite of your councell ther, and the purviaunce of

your armes
,
the defence and keping of your townes,

forteresses, and places, sieges, purveaunce, and ordi
naunce of werr in the sam e parties for you to be mad,
knowyng all [such] privite, and being adherent to your
se id grete enemeye , calling hem self kyng of Praunce ,
hath eften and many divers tymes falsly and trayter
ously discoverd and Openned to bym ,

and to heis
capytaynes and conductors Of heiswerr, your enemes,

1 René , Duke of Anjou, father of QueenMargaret.
2 Char les of Anjou. Count of Maine .
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your Councell, have send many solempne ambassatours
to the same Charles for the god of pees . to be badde
be twynyou and this your realme, and your subjett es
inyour realme of Fraunche, duchie of Normandye, and
othir places under your obeysauns, and the same Char
les and heis subgett es, the seid Duke of Suffolk being
next and grettest of your Councell, havyng knowlach
of the power and auctorite comyt ted to all e your
ambassiatours send in this be half, hath deseyvabely
and trayterously by heislettresandmessagesdiscovered
and opened to your seid grete enemeye Charlys, calling
bym self kyng Of Praunce, alle ynstrucciounsand infor
maciouns yeven to your se id ambassatours afore their
comyng in to Praunce

,
werby the efi

'

ectuale concord
and trewesthat schuld have folowed of suche ambassiat
by tywnne both the seid realmes and subgettes, have
take non efi

'

ectualle conclusyon, but by his fals, frau
delent, traiteronswerkes, dedes, and deceyvable yma

gynacyons, your grete enheritaunce, seygni ui es
,
lord

shippis, townes, castell, forteresses, and possessions in
your seid realme ofFraunche andduchie OfNormandye,
by cause of heis false messages, sendyngs, and wryt
yngys have be takyn by reft, and gotten fro you be
your seid enemeys.

In proof of the wich tresonthe seid Duke of Suffolk,
sittyng inyour Councell m the Stere Chambre, inyour
pales of Westminster, seid and declarid openly be for
the Lordis of your Councell ther being, that he had his
place in the councell hows of the French kyng as he
had ther, and was ther aswel strostid as he was here,
and couth remeve from the seid I‘ ‘

ench kynge the

prevyest manof heisCouncell yf he .vold .

Item, whaninthisyour roialm e ful Oftyn tymesprovi
cyonhath be mad for d iversarmes to be sent into your
seid realme of Fraunche

,
duches Of Normandy and

Gyand, the seid Duke of Suffolk, by the instaunce and

meenesmad to bym be your seid enemeysand adversa
reys for grette outeragyous yeftesand rewardesof them
takyn, trayterously hath restrayned, and utterly lettyd
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the passage of such armees in favour and supporte Of
your seid enemeys.

Item, the seid Duke of Suffolk, asyour ambassatours
by twene you and Charles, callyng hym self kyng of

Fraunche
,
in fortefyeng of hem and enchresing Of his

myght, hath not comprised in trewes, taken in your
party the Kyng of Arregon,

1 your Old allye and frend,
nother the Duke of Bretcu,2 but sufferd and causid the

seid Duke of Bretayne to be compremysid of the party
of the seid Charles as his subget , frende, and allye,
wherby ye have ben estraunged from the god lode and

assistence of the seid King Of Arregon, and therby and
be othir on trewe and falce conjectours of the seid
Duke of Suffolk, the seid Duke of Breteyn is become
your enemeye ; and Gyles

3
of Breten

,
hisbrothir, the

wiche is, and of long tyme hath ben, your trewe and

welvylledmanand servaunt, put ingret duresof pricon,
and likely to be potte to the de the or distroid for his

trewe feith and welle that he hath to you.

And of alle tresons and ofl
'

ensys in alle theisseid
arteculys specyfied and conteyned, we your seid CO
mens accuse and empeche the seid William de la Pole,
Duke Of Suffolk, and pray that this be enacte in this
your H igh Courte of Parlement , and theroppon to

procede in this your H igh Courte Of Parlement, as the

mater and caas aforseid requireth for the surete and
welfar of your most roiale person, and savacyonof this
your realme, &c.

7 7 .

A .D . 1450.
— JOHN PASTON ’

s PETITION.

[Add. Charter B .M. ]
The date of this pe titionmust be dur in the sit tin of Par liament , inthe be
ginning Of the year 1450. The first expu i on of Jo nPastonfrom Gresham
is he re c lear ly dated in February 1448. The “

Octobe r last inwhich he
re-ente red m i

g
ht , so far as appears in this pe tit ion, have been in the same

year , but the e t ters referring to this dispute in 1449 compe l us to put it a
twe lvemonth later.
1 A lfonso V.

, King of Arragon.
2 Francis I . , Duke of B ritanny.

3 Giles of Britanny , the duke s brothe r, who wasmurdered inApril 1450.
afte r having beenkept four years inprisonby the duke .
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ToMe Kyng, our e SoveraynLord, and to tire mgr/rt wyse
and a

’
zlrrreteLordis, assembb’d inMir

-

present Par lement .

ESECHITH meklyyour homble liegeman, John
Paston, that where he, and Oder enfefi

'

ed to his

use, have be pecybilyposcessydOf the maner of
Gresham,withinthe counte ofNorffolk, xx. yere

and more, til the XVI] . day Of Februarij, the yere of your
nobill regne xxvi ,1 that Robert Hungerford,Knyght, the
Lord Molyns, entred in to the seyd maner and how

be it that the seyd JohnPaston, after the seid entre,
sued to the se id Lord Molyns and his councell, in the

most louly maner that he cowde, dayly fro tyme of the

se id entre on to the fest of Mihelmes thannext fol
wyng, duryngwhich tyme diverscommunicasyonswere
had betwix the councell Of the seid Lord and the coun
cell of your besecher . And for asmych as in the seid
communicasions no titill of right at any tyme was

shewed for the seid Lord but that was fully and clerly
answeryd, so that the seid Lordscouncell rem itted your
seid besecher to sewe to the seid Lord for his final] and
rightfull answer. And after sute mad to the seid Lord
be your seid besecher, as well at Salysbery as inother
places to his gret coust, and non answer had but
delays, which causyd your seid besecher the vj. day Of

Octobre last past to inhabite bym ina mansionwith
in the seid town, kepyng st ille there hisposcession, on
tille the xxviij. day of Januarij last past, the seid Lord
sent to the seid mansion a riotous peple, to the

nombre of a thowsand persones, with blanket bendes
ll

of a sute as riseres ageynyour pees, arrayd inmaner
of werre , with curesse, brigaunders, jakks, salettes,
gleyfes, bowes, arows

, pavyse,
3
gonnes, pannys with

tier and teynesbrennyng therein, long cromes
4 to drawe

dounhowsis, ladders, pikoys, with which thei myned
down the walles, and long treeswith which thei broke
up yates and dores, and so came in to the seid man
1 A.D . 1448. Bands of white woo llencloth ?
3 Paviseswer e large shields.
Crome is a Norfolkword, signifyng a staff with a crookat the end of i t.
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remed i them be the lawe, because he that kepyth the
seid courtis is Of covynwith the seid misdoers, and
was on of the seid ryseres, which be coloure of the

seid pleyntes grevously amercy the seid frendes
, ten

auntes, and servauntes Of your seid besecher, to the[ir]
outrageousand importabille hur te.

Please it your hynesse, consideryng that if this gret
insur reccyon, ryottis, andwrongis, and dayly continuans

ther of so heynosly dona geynyour crowne, dignite and
peas, shuld not be your hye myght be duly punysshed,
it shall gefe grett boldnesse to them,

and alle other
mysdoers to make congr egacyons and conventicles
riottously, on abille to be seysed, to the subversyon

and finall distruccyon of your liege peple and lawes
And also, how that your seid besecher isnot abille to
sue the commone lawe in redressyng of this heynos
wrong, for the gret myght and alyaunce of the seid
Lord : And also, that your seid besecher canne have
nonaccyonbe your lawe ageyn the seid riotouspeple
for the godis and catellis be hem so riottously and

wrongfully take and bore awey, because the se id peple
be onknowe, aswelle here namesas here persones, on
to bym

-To purvey, be the avyse Of the Lordic

spiritual l and temporall assembled in this present Par
lement, that your seid besechere may be restoryd to

the seid godisand catell is thus riottously take away ;
and that the seid Lord Molyns have suche comaund

ment that your seid besecher be not thuswi th force,
inmaner of werre, hold oute Of his se ide maner, con
trary to alle your statutesmad ageynsuyeh forcibill e
entreesand holdyngs and that the se id Lord Molyns

and hisservauntes be sette insuche a rewle, that your
seid besechere, his frendis, tenauntes, and servauntes,
may be sure and safi

'

e from hurt of here persones, and

pesibly ocupy here londs and tenements under your
laweswith oute oppressyounor onrightfull vexasiounof
any Of hem ; and that the seid riseres and causeres

therof may be punysshed, that other may eschewe to

make any suche rysyng in this your 10nd of peas in
ryme comyng. And he shalle pray to God for yowe .
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7 8 .

A .D. 1450, 2 1 Feb .

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS ., B.M. ]

From anal lusion in the lat ter par t of this le tte r , it is evident that i t was
wri t tenin 1 450 ,

after Margar e t had beendrivenout of Gresham,
asmentione d

inJohnPaston’

s pe t it ion, No 7 7 preceding.

7 b my ry tz wurefizpf ul mayster , f anP aston, be f/zz
'

s

delyver ed m kart .

T wurchipful hosband, I recommawnd me to
zu

,
desyryng hertyly to beryu of zour wele

fare, preying zu to wetch that I com

mawndyd Herry Goneld to gon to Gunnore

to have copys of the pleyntes in the hundrede, and

Gunnore wasnot at home but the seyd Herry spake
wi th his clerk, and he told bym pleynly he wost wele
hismayster wuld not late bym have no copys, thow he
wor at home, tyl the nexst hundred ; qher for I send 2011
that by] that waswownd abowt the relefys. Custans,
Mak

,
andKentyngwold adysavowydhereswtesrytz fayu

the last hundred
,
asI herd saynof rytz thryftymen; but

the Lord Moleynys men thrett hem that bothe they
xuld ben betyn and lesen here hows and loud and

alle here goods, but if[unless] they wold avow it ; and
after that Osbornwas gon, Hasard 1 intretyd Kentyng
and Mak to avow the swtys after that they hadde
disavowyd itt, and zave hem mony to zef to the clerkes

to entrenazenthe pleyntes. But if 2 z e seke a remedy
inhast for to remeve itt, I soppose they wyl distreyn
for the mersymentes er the nexst hundred.

As for Mak
,
he gate respyt that he xuld not sew tyl

the nexsr h undred . As for Herry Goneld , he was dys
treynyd zysterday for rent and ferm ,

and he must pay
it to morue, xxijs.

, or elles lesynhis dystresse. They
gadder mony fast of all the tenawntes. All the ten

awntes benchargyd to pay al her rent and ferm be

1William Hasard.
—S ee Le t ter No. 67 .

2 But if, unless
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Fastyngong Sonday.

1 It ys told me that the Lord Mo

leynysxuld kepe hisFastyngong att JonWyntersplase .

The seid Lordes menhaddyna letter onThursday
last past ; qhat tydyngs they badde I wote nott but

on the nexst moruenyng be tymysThomasBampton,
a man of the Lord Moleynys, rod with a letter to his
lord, and they that ben at Gressam waytyn after an

answer of the letter inhast. Barow, and Hegon, and

all the Lord Moleynysmen that wer at Gressam qhan

ze departyd hensbene there styll, save Bampton, and in
hisstede iskom another ; and I here sey thei xul abyd
here styll tyl her lord kom .

2 to Barow as ze

komawndyd me to wetenquhatt the cawse was that
thei thrett men 2 Goneld and other of

zour servawnts and wele willers to zow, the qheche

wer namyd to bym that were thrett. 2

[s]wore pleynly that they were never thrett but I
know veryly the contra ry, for of his owyn felaschep
lay[d] inawayt sondery dayisandnytisabowtGunnelds,
Purrys, and Bekks plasis, and som of them z edyn in

to Bekks and Purrys [ho]usys, bothen in the hallys
and the bemys, and askyd qher thei were, and the i
were answeryd that they were owth ; and thei seydyn
azen that they xuld meten with hem another tyme.

And be dyvers other thyngs I know,
if thei mytz aben

kawt, other they xuld abenslayn or 5 01 hurt .
I sent Kateryn on this forseyd masage, for I kowd

getenno man to do it, and sent with her Jamys Hal

manand Herry Holt ; and sche desyryd of Barow to
have an answer of her masag e, and if these forseyd
men myt z levyn in pese for hem,

and seyd ther xuld
elles ben purveyd other remedy for hem . And he

made her grett chere, and hem that wer ther with her,
and seyd that he desyryd for to spekynwith me, if it
ruld bennondisplesans to me ; and Kateryn seyd to

bym that sche supposyd that I desyryd not to Speken
1 Fastyngong was a popular name for Shrove tide. Fast ingong Sunday

I be lieve to have been the Sunday af ter Shrove Tuesday, which would be
the 2 2d of February in 1450.

8 Mut i lated.
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he seyd he xuld never blame my Lord of Suffolk for
the entre inhis lyvelode, for he seyd my seyd lord was
sett ther up on be the informacionof a fals schrew ;
and I seyd to bym in lyke wyse is the matier be twyx
the Lord Moleynys and zu. I told hym I wost wele
he sett never ther uponbe no tytyl of rytz that he badde
to the maner of Gressam, but only be the informacion
of a fals schrew.

1 I rehersyd no name, but me thowt
be hem that the i wost ho I ment . Meche other lang
agewe badde, qhyche xuld takenlong leysyr inwrytyng.
I rehersyd to hem that it xuld abe seyd thatt I xuld
not longe dwell so ner hem as I dewe and they for
swer it, as the i do other thyngsmore that it wasnever
seyd, and meche thyngs that I know veryly was seyd.

I here seyn that ze and Jon of Damme ben sore

thr ett alway, and seyn thow ze benat London, ze xul
benmet with ther aswele as thow ze were her ; and ther
for I pray zu hertyly be ware how z e walk ther, and
have a gode felaschep with zu qhan ze xul walk owt.

The Lord Moleynys hathe a cumpany of brothell

with hym that rekk not qhat they don, and seche at
most for to drede. Thei that ben at Gressam seyn

that they have not don so moche hurte to zu as thei
were commawndyd to don. Rabert Lauerawns iswele

amendyd, and I hope xall recure . He scyth pleynly
he wyl compleyn of his hurt, and I soppose Bekwyl
compleynalso, as he hath cause. Bekand Purry dare
not abyd att horntyl thei here other tydyngs. I wold
not Jon of Damme xuld com horn tyl the cuntre be

storyd otherwyse than it is. I pray Godde grawnt that
it mot sone ben otherwyse than it is. I pray zu

hertyly that ze wil send me word how z e don, and how

z e spede in zour materis. for be my trowth I kannot
benwel att ese inmy her

t
,
ner not xal ben tyl I here

tydynges how ze don. The most part Of zour stuff

that wasat Gressam issold
,
and zovynaway. Barow and

hisfelawspak to me inthe most plesawnt wyse, and me

semyth be hem thei wold fayu plese me . The i seyd
1 John Heydon, Esq . of Baconsthorpe , appears to have been the pe rson

referred ta—S ee No. 107 , fo llowing.
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thei wold do me servyse and plesans, if it lay inher
powres to donowth for me, save only in that that lon
geth to her lordes rytz. I seyd to hem, as for seche
servys as they had do to zw and to me, I desyr no
mor that thei xuld do nother to zw ner to me . Thei
seyd I myt anhad of them att Gressham qhat I hadde
desyryd of hem, and had as moche as I desyryd. I

seyd, nay ; if I mytz an had my desyr , I xuld nother
a departid owth of the place, ner from the stuff that was
ther in. Thei seyd, as for the stuff it was but esy. I
seyd ze wold not a zoventhe stuff thatwas inthe place
qhan thei com in, not for Clz

’

. Thei seyd the stuff that
thei sey [saw] ther was skars worth xxlz

'

. As for

zour moder and myn, sche faryth wel, blissid be God,
and she had no tydyngesbut gode zett, blissid be God.

The blissyd Trynyte have zou inhiskepyng, and send
zou hele, and gode spede in al your maters. Wretyn

at Sustede,
l
on the Satyrday next after Seynt Valen

Here dare no man seyn a gode wurd for zu in this
cuntre, Godde amend it.

M. P .

A.D. 1450, 7 March—ABSTRACT.

[MS . Phill ipps, 9735, No.

FASTOLF To S IR THOMAS Howy s, Clerk, WILLIAM
COLE, AND WATKYN SHIPDAM .

letter, which ismore thanhalf lost by
bill inthe Par liament of the extortions

rest seems to be partly memoranda of things to be entered in this
bill,

”
viz. of sheep distrained at Drayton, of a.matter of trespass

betweenLady Bardolf and Fastolf, of Chevetsmater inBlyc
lyng,

”
of an unpaid annuity at Hiklyng, of decays at T iche

wel l, &c. They are to learnfrom Nich. Bokkyng, to whom the

1 Sustead was ohnDamme
'

splace (we Blomefield, viii. It is inthe
immed iate ne igh urhood of Gresham.
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£100 for Busshop was paid. Thinks two men should occupy
Castre andWyntertonwhich Brounholds alone . It is too much

for one to occupy well ; and m the same wise at Heylesdenand

Drayton. Let me know what Lampet has done inmy matter
,

and if you find him fr iendly. Both my ships have arrived’

in

safety, thankGod .

London, 7 March 28 Henry VI.

A D. 1450, I I March .

AGNES PASTON To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.
Fenn assigns this le t ter to the year 145 8, but not very confident] . The

sim ilarity of i ts contents, inpar t , to those of the le t te r immediate ly fO lowing ,

appears to me to render the yea r 1450 the more probable dat e.

Tof o/zgz Paston, dwellj w m t/ze [infer Inof tile
aft London, be My : id ler delyvem

'
in lzar i .

ON, I grete yow, and send yow Goddsblyssyng
and myn and as for my doughtyr your wyte,
che faryt well, blyssyd be God, as a woman
inhyr plyte may do, and all your sonys and

doughtrys.

And for asmeche as ye wil l send me no tydyngs, I
send yow seche as ben in thys contre . Rychard
Lynsted cam thys day fro Paston, and letyt me we te
that on Saturday last past Dravale, halfe brother to
WarynHarman, was takyn with enemyis, walkyn be

the se syde , and have bym forthe with hem and they
tokyn ij. pylgremys, a man and a woman

, and they
robbyd the woman, and lete byr gon, and ledde the

manto the see, and whanthey knew he wasa pylgreme,
they gefi

’

e bym monei, and sett bym ageynonthe 10nd.

And they have thysweke takyn iiij. vesselysof[Lea Off ]
Wyntyrton; and Happysborough and Beles men ben

sore aferd for takyn of me [qu. of mo, zle. more for

ther ben x . grete vesselys of the enemyis; God yene

grace that the see may be better kepte thanit isnow, or

ellys it chall bena perlyous dwellyng be the se cost.
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gre ttely rawnsommyd hem ; and the seyd emmys been
so bold that they kom up to the lond, and pleynhem
on Caster Sonds, and in other plases, as homely as
they were Englysch men. Folks ben rytz sore afred

that they wel don moche harm this somer, but if
unless] ther be made rytz grett purvyansa zens

hem.

Other tydyngsknow I nonat this tym. The blys
seful Trinyte have zow inhiskepyng.

Wrytenat Norwyche, onSeynt Gregorysday.

Yowrs
,

M. P .

A .D. 1 450, 1 6 April—ABSTRACT.

[From a modem copy by Blomefie ld on the fly- leaf of a Le tte r addressed
to him. Headed ,

“
Gave this ori let ter of S ir John's to S ir Andrew

—MS . Phillipps, 9735 , o.

S IR JO. FASTOLFTO S rR THos. Howy s, Parsonof Castlcombe,
WILL. COKE, AND WATKIN SHYPDAM.

Bids Sir Parson send inall haste the utmost knowledge
of all gri evances”

done to him by John Heydon this thirteen

years. You have sent me the costsof the pleas, but not declared

part icularly how Often I have beenwrongfully distrained by the
enforcing of the said Heydon. I tooknever plea inthe matter
because the world was alway set after his rule, and as I would
have engrossed up [upon] my bill .
London, 16 April 28 Henry VI .

Search the accounts of DraytonHeylesdon, &c. , these thirteen

years.

8 3 .

A.D. 1450, 2 2 April—LORD SCALES To JOHN PASTON.

’

[Douce MSS . 393, f. too ]

It appearsby a pa
p
er, which wi l l be found further on(NO. 922,entered the manor 0 Braydeston or Brayston during the Par iament which

held at Le icester in the spring of 1450. This le tter must have been
mi tt enat that t ime.
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To my r ig/zt trusty and mgr/it enter ly welbeloved f rmd,
j o/mParfai t, Sguz

'

er .

IGHT t[r]usty and enterly welbeloved frend,
I grete you welle, and wyll ze wite that a man
of Osberd Monford hath declared me how
the said Osberd is infourmed that Danyelle

shuldbe pourposed to enter in the place of Braystone.

And as fer as I can undirstande, Danyelle is come in
to this cuntre, for none other cause but for to have
suche as the Kyng hath gifen bym inRysyng, which
lieth not inme ner in none of the Kynges subgectes

to go ageyns hise graunte and plesaunce. And incas

the said Danyelle wold enter upon the said Osberd
o therwise than lawe wold, seyng the said Osberd is

my tenaunt and homager, it is my part to holde with
bym rather thanwith Danyelle in hise right, which I
wylle do to my pouer . And as z et I can not apper

ceyve that Danyelle wylle labore inany maters in this
cuntre and if he wylle be Of good governance, I am
wel paied . And in cas that he wold do wrong to the
lesse gentilman in the chirre, it shal not lye inhise
poner be the grace of God. He letethe me wite that
he wylle be wel governed in tyme commyng.

Right trusty and enterly wel beloved frend, I pray
God have you in hise governance. Writenat Midel
ton, the xxij. day of Aprille.

SCALES .

Year uncertain— LORD SCALES TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

This and the six letters fol lowing, all but one of which are, like the last ,
Wr it tenby Lord Scales to ohn Paston, ar e plac ed here me re ly for conveni
ence , the years inwhich t ey were wr it ten be ing quite uncertain, though

g
robably not very far apar t . The one le t te r among them of which Lord
ca les is not the writer, is inse rt ed in abstract on account of itsbearing on
that which immediate ly precedes it .
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Right trusty and welbeloved frend, I grete you hertly wel,
and wul ye wite that Wotton is ever creyng and callyng uponm e

to write unto you for hise londe Wherfore at the reverence Of

Good
, consideryng the symplenesse of hem all , I pray you that ye

put hem at a certen, and lete hem all that they aught to have Of

right, for thaire creyng cause men to thinke ye do hem grete

wrong, which I wote wel ye wold be sory to do .

Oure Lord have you inhise governance . Writenat Midelton,
the xvj. day of October.

Youre frende, SCALES .

Year uncertain— LORD SCALES TO JOHN PASTON.

[Douce MS . 393, f.

T0 my rig/I t trusgf and m fer ly welbelovedf rencz
’

,
Paston,

Right trusty and enterly welbe loved frend, I grete you welle
and for asmych as there isvareaunce betwene William Wotton

and hise moder and the fermour there, Wherfore I pray you that
z e wyll [fynde]

1
a weye accordyng to right for to put hem in rest

and pees. For inasmych as they be yo[ur] tenantes, z e aught to
have the renle of them before any other, prayin

g
you to do youre

part to put hem oute of trouble .

I pray God have you inhise governance . Writenat Mide
‘

lton,
the xiij. day of Aprille .

Youre frend, THE LORD SCALES.

Year uncertain—LORD SCALES To JOHN PASTON.

[DouceMS .
, f.

Ta[my ] r ig/d trusty and welbelovedf rmd, f ob” Paston, Sguz
'

er .

Right trusty and welbeloved frend
,
I grete you welle and as

touchyng the mater that Elyngham and ze comuned to giders of
the last tyme he waswith you, I pray you that ze wylle assigne

1 Mut ilated.
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isdouble both to him and to me, and so isWilliam Geney and
mo of my counsel.

” He iswilling to make a release . His barn
which hismenentered to distrain, he says, is frank, and he may

give the rent when he pleases. Wishes Pastou’

s advice what
answer to make—Easter Monday.

8 9 .

Year uncertain—LORD SCALES TO JOHN PASTON.

[Douce MS . 393, f.

To my r ig/z! trusty and wel be Iowdf rend, 7 1207: Paston,n
'

er .

Right trusty and wel beloved frend, I grete youwel, thankyng
you hertely for the genti lnes and good wylle I have founde inyou
at al le tymes. And for asmyche as I and other stonde fefl

'

ed in

the landes of Thomas Canon
,
whi ch is invar eaunce betwene you

and bym, if ye wylle do so myche as for your part chese ij. lerned
m enu and the said Canon shal chese other ij. , they to juge this
mater as they shal seme of right and resoun. And if so be that

the said Canonwylle not do so , I wylle not lete you to suye bym

after the forme of the Kyngeslawe. And if ze thinke it to many
lerned men, take ze one, and he another ; and if they may not

accorde, ze and I to be umpere, for we stande bothe in like cas.

And we shal make a good ende be the grace of oure Lord
,
which

have you inhise governance.

Writenat Mide lton, the ix. day of Octobre.

Z owr frend, SCALES .

Year uncertain— LORD SCALES To JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS .,
E.M .]

Right trusty and welbeloved frende, I grete you hertly well ,
you that ye wyll sende me a coppie of the awarde that

was made be you and my cousyn S ir Mi lesl be twex my cousyn

Bryan S tapyltonand Elizabeth Clere, and that ze wyll sende me
the said awarde be the bringer herof. I pray God have you in
governance.

Writenat Midelton, the ix. day of Novembre .

SCALES .

1 S ir Miles S ta le ton.
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A .D. 1450, 30 April.
T HE DUKE OF SUFFOLK TO HIS SON .

[From Fenn, i .
T he date of this le tter is sufficiently clear from the last words of it .

I bo topic of a notable Loflre
,
wr ilten by Me D uke of

Suffolk to bis Sonne,
1
giving bym t/zer ein very good

counsail ?

dere and only welbeloved sone, I beseche
oure Lord in Heven, the Maker of al le the

world
,
to blesse you, and to sende you ever

grace to love bym , and to drede bym ; to the

which
,
as ferre as a fader may charge his child, I both

charge you, and prei you to sette alle spiritesand wittes
to do, and to knowe hisholy lawesand comaundments,
by the which ye shall with his grete mercy passe alle
the grete tempestes and troubles of this wrecched
world. And that also, wetyngly, ye dono thyng for love
nor drede of any erthely creature that shuld displese
hym . And there as any freelte maketh you to falle,
be secheth hysmercy soone to cal le you to hym agen
with repentaunce, satisfaccion, and contri cionof youre
herte never more inwill to offend hym .

Secondly, next bym,
above alle erthely thyng, to be

trewe liege man inhert, inwille, in thought, indede,
unto the Kyng oure alder most high and dredde sove
reygne Lord, to whom bothe ye and I beenso moche
bounde to chargyng you, asfader canand may, rather
to die than to be the cOntrarye, or to knowe any thyng
that were ayenste the welfare or prosperite of hismost
riall person

,
but that as ferre as your body and lyf may

strecthe
, ye lyve and die to defende it, and to lete his

highnessehaveknowlache thereof inalle thehasteye can.

1 Johnde la Pole , who succeeded him as Duke of Suffo lk.
9 This head ing looks as if copied by Fenn from anendorsement , which is

probably not qu i te contemporaneous.
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Thirdly, in the same wyse, I charge you, my dere
sone, alwey, asye be boundenby the commaundement
of God to do, to love, to worshepe youre lady and
moder

,
and also that ye Obey alwey hyr commaunde

ments, and to beleve byr councellesand advisesinalle
youre werks, the which dredeth not, but shall be best
and trewest to you. And yef any other body wold
stere you to the contrarie, to flee the councell inany
wyse, for ye shall tynde it nought and evyll.

Forthe[rmore],
1
as ferre as fader may and can, I

charge you inany wyse to flee the company and coun
cel of proude men, of coveitowse men, and Of fiateryng
men, the more especially and myghtily to withstonde
hem

,
and not to drawe, ne to medle with hem,

with all

youre myght and power. And to drawe to you and to

your comp[any good]
1
and v ertuowse men

,
and such

as ben of good conversacion
,
and Of trouthe

,
and be

them shal ye never be deseyved, ner repente you ofi
’

[Moreover never follow]
1 youre owne witte innowyse,

but in alle youre werkes, of suche folksas I wr ite Of

above, axeth youre advise a[nd counse]l ; 1 and doyng
thus

,
with the mercy of God , ye Shall do right well,

and lyve in right moche worship, and grete herts rest
and ease . And I wyll be to you asgood lord and fader
asmy hert can thynke.

And last of alle, asher tily and as lovyngly as ever
fader blessed hischi ld inerthe, I yeve you the blessyng
of oure Lord and Of me

,
which of his infynite mercy

encrece you in alle vertu and good lyvyng. And that
youre blood may by hisgrace from kynrede to kynrede
multeplye m this erthe to hys servise, insuch wyse as
after the departyng fro thiswreched world here, ye and
the i may glorefye hym eternally amongs his aungelys

inbevyn.

Wretenof mynhand,
The day of my departyng fro this land. 2

Your trewe and lovyng fader, SUFFOLK.

1 These words 111 bracke tswe re chafed and illegible inthe ori nal MS .

2 Accord ing to WilliamWorcester, the Duke embarked on ursday , the

qotb Apri l
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Item, testimonium juratorum de nonprocuratione . Et indic
tamentum Johannis Andrew inSuff. causa fugationis ejus.
Item , antiquum debat

’
supposit

’
inter Andrews et Porter erat

pro districtione capta de Johanne Andrews apud Weston pro

debito domini Bardolf ; pro qua causa idem JohannesAndrews
implacitare vellet dictum Johannem Porter ad terminum nisi

pro dicto dom ino Bardolf sic dictusAndrewscontinuavit mali
ciam suam erga praedictum Johannem Porter, et e contra quod et

malicia Heydonerat causa conspiracionis per ipsum.

[As this document is a key to the dates of several of the le tters dur ing the

years 1450 to 145 2 , we have thought it best to insert it inthe beginning of the

p
e riod to which it re fers, instead of the date at which it may be supposed to
ave beenwritten. )

A.D . 1450, 5 May.

W ILLIAM LOMNER '

r o JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, i .

]
Th e date of this letter is perfect ly de termined by the events to which it

re ates.

To my ryg/zt worc/zz
'

pf zz/Z j o/mP arfon, a!M rwz
'

clz.

YGHT worchipfull sir, I recomaunde me to

yow,
and am right sory of that I shalle sey,

and have 500 wesshe this litel bille with sorw
fulle terys, that on ethesye shalle reede i t.

As on Monday 1 nexte after May day there
‘come

tydyngs to London, that on Thorsday
2 before the

Duke of Suffolk come unto the costes of Kent full
nere Dower with his shepes and a litel spynner ; the

qweche spynner he sente with certeyn let ters to certeyn
of his trustid menunto Caleys warde, to knowe howe
he shald be resceyvyd and with bym mette a shippe

callyd Nicolasof the Towre, with o ther shippiswaytyng
onbym, and by hem that were inthe spyner, themaister
of the Nicolas badde knowlich of the dukes comyng.

And whanne he espyed the dukes shepis, he sent forthe
his bote to wete what they were, and the duke bym
selfe spakke to hem, and seyd

,
he was be the Kyngs

comaundement sent to Caleysward, &c.
1
4th May ,

2
3oth Apri l.
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And they seyd he most speke with here master.

And 5 00 he, with ij. or iij. of hismen, wente forth with
hem ynhere bote to the Nicolas andwhanne he come,

the master badde bym,
Welcom ,

Traitor,
”
asmensey ;

and forther the maister desyryd to wete yf the shepmen
woldde holde with the duke, and they sent word they
wold not ynnoo wyse ; and 5 00 he was yn the Nicolas
tyl Saturday 1 next folwyng.

Soom sey he wrotte moche thenke to be

delyverd to the Kynge, but thet isnot verily knowe .

He hadde hes confessor with bym , &c .

And some seyhewasarreyned ynthe sheppe onhere
maner upon the appechementesand fonde gylty, &c .

Also he asked the name of the sheppe, and whanne
he knew it, he remembred Stacy that seid, if he myght
eschape the daunger of the Towr, he should be safi

’

e ;
and thanne his herte faylyd bym ,

for he thowghte he

was desseyvyd, and yn the syght of all hismenhe was

drawynought of the grete shippe yn to the bote and

there was an exe, and a stoke, and oonof the lewdeste

of the shippe badde bym ley downhis bedde, and he
should be fair ferd wyth, and dye on a swerd and

toke a rusty swerd, and smotte of his bedde withyn
halfe a doseyn strokes, and toke awey his gown of

russet, and his dobelette of velvet mayled, and leyde

his body on the sonds of Dover ; and some sey his

hedde was sette oona pole by it
,
and hes men sette

on the londe be grette circumstaunce and preye. And

the shreve of Kent doth weche the body, and sent his
under shreve to the jugesto wete what to doo, and also
to the Kenge whatte shalbe doo.

Forther I wotte nott, but this fer (P) is that yf the
procesbe erroneous, lete his concell reverse it, &c .

Al so for alle your other maters they slepe, and the
freer 2 also, 810.

Sir Thomas Keriel 3 is take prisoner, and alle the

legge harneyse, and abowte iij. m‘ [3000] Englishe
menslayn.

1 2d May .
3 Anallusion to Fr iar Hauteyn

’

ssuit for Oxnead.
Sent to France to car ry succours to the Duke of Somerse t, but defeated

and takenprisoner at the batt le of Fourmigni, 1 5 th April 1450
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Mathew Gooth 1 with xvc [1 500] fledde, and savyd

bym selffe and hem; and PerisBrusywaschefi
’

e capteyn,
and badde x mLFrenshe menand more, &c.

I prey yow lete my mastrasyour moder knowe these
tydyngis, and God have yow all ynhiskepyn.

I prey yow this bille may recomaunde me to my
mastrases your moder and wyfe, &c.

James Gresham hath wr etyn to Johnof Dam,
and

recomaundith bym, &c.

Wretynyngr et hast at London, the v. day of May,
&c. By yowr wyfe.

2

W. L.

A .D. 1450, 6 May.
— JOHN CRANE TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, i. 44 ]

The date of this le tter, as of the preceding , is clearly proved by internal
evidence.

7 2) my r zg/zt worsfiupf ul! cosygne, j al mPar lonof Nor
wyc/ze, Sguyar .

GHT worshupfull sir, I recomaunde me unto

yow in the most goodly wyse that y can and

forasmuche asye desired of me to sende yow
worde of dyv ers matirs here, whiche been

Opened in the Parliament Openly, I sende yow of them
suche as I can.

First moost especial]
,
that for verray trowthe upon

Saterday
3 that last was, the Duke of Suffolk was taken

in the see, and there he was byheded, and his body
with the appurtenaunce sette at lande at Dover, and

alle the folksthat he ha d with bym were sette to lande,
and haad noonharme.

1 Matthew Gough , a ce lebra ted captaininthe French war.

3 This singular subscriptionFennbe lieves to have beenowing to amomen~

tary forge t fu lness on the part of the writer, Wi lliam Lommer, who had been
1n the habit of act ing as Margaret Pastou

'

ssecre tary inwriting to he: bus

3 2d May.
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sped long ere this, if
“my LordNorwich[

’
s] Chancellor

”
orMaster

Pope, had labored as they promised. For God
’

ssake send me a

good answer. “ If an inordinate book be made, remembering
the deliverance of cloths, 810. into F.

’
s wardrobe, le t the

indentures be engrossed . Wonders Howys cannot furnish him

with a full account of the damages sustained by F. and his

tenants these ten or twelve years past. He has only sent a

declaration of costs indefending some of them. Get a letter of

Nich . Bokkyng of the £100 to whom it was paid .

London, 7 May 28 Henry VI .

A. D . 1450, 1 3 May.

THOMAS DENYES 1 0 JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
This le tter, which Fenn

tty

v

szg
'ue ly assigned to the latter part of the reignof

Henry V .I , may be
'pl
re tty ly attributed to the year 1450. The menti

of Lord Rivers and Duke of Suffo lkcould not have beenear lier than1449 ,
as the one wason] created lord , and the othe r duke m 1 8 , and at a later
date than the 1 3 of May . The reference to the Duke o Suffolk againis
not like ly to have been long after hisdecease. Further , there isa strong pre
sumption, from Monday be ing spokenof asa past date , and Friday asa future ,
that the le tt er waswritt enonaWednesday . Had it been on a Tuesday or
Thursday , Monda would have beenspokenof as

‘ ‘

,yeste rday
”

or Friday as
to—morrow.

”

ow, the 1 3th of May was a Wednesday in 1450. The
changes inofiicers of state mentioned in this le t ter are, there fore, those con
sequent ou the fal l of the Duke of Suffolk. The re 15 , besides, aswil l be seen
by a foot-note, anal lusionto the Par liament at Le icester .

Recomaund me unto your good maistérship
and as for tidings, Arblaster come home to
my Lord 1 on Munday, at sopertyme ; and

myMaister Danyell 2 isStyward of the Duche
of Lancastre by yonde Trent

,
and Arblastr seith he

hath made me hisundirstyward.

And as for the Chamberleynship of Inglond, the

Lord Beamond 8 hath it, and the Lord Rivers“ Con
stable of Inglond.

ohnde Vere, 1 2 th Ear l of Oxford.

homasDaniel—S ee p. 65 .
3 John, Viscount Beaumont .
4

L
Richard Woodvil le , crea ted Baron Rive rs 29th May 1448 : afterwards

ear
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As for the Duche on this side Trent, Sir Thomas
Tudenham had a joynte patent with the Duke of Suf

folk,1 which, if it be resumed, Sir Thomas Stanley hath
a bille redy endossed therof.
My lord wole not to Leicestre.

2 My Maister Dan
yell desireth yow thedir. I shall ride thiderward on

Friday by tymes.
Wretyn inhast atWynche,3 the xiij. day of May.

I pray yow to thynkuponmymater to my mastresse
your wyf, for my mastresse Anne, for in good feith I
haf fully conquered my lady sith ye went, so that I haf
hir promisse to be my good lady, and that she shall
help me by the feith of hir body.

Your servant, DENYES .

Year uncertain.

THE EARL or OXFORD 1 0 JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This le tter cannot we ll be of the same year as the last , but is probably not
many years ear lier.and certainly not many years later. The rea sons st

its be ing of the same year arc
h -first , that it seems to be imp lied in the le tte r

precedingw
that the Ear l of Oxford was at Winch, near Lynn, inNor folk, on

the 1 3 th ay 1 4 which makes it improbable that he would be atWivenhoe
in Essex four ys aft er ; and, second ly , that he is not like ly to have
offered to go into Norfo lk(especial ly after havin just come out of Norfo lk)
ona mat te r touching the private affairs of one o ownadherents, whenhe
declined to go to the Par liament at Le icester.

To our r ig/z! trusty and intier ly welbeloved j o/mP ersian,

IGHT trusty and right intierly welbeloved, we
grete you hertly wele. And it is so, as ye

know wele your self, we haf and long ryme haf
had the service of Thomas Denyes, by con

tinuance wherof we wend to haf had his attendaunce

1 William de la Po le—S eeLe
? 5 , Note

3 Par l iament wassitt in at
'

ceste r in ay 1450.

3 A seat of the Ear l of xford, near King
'

s Lynn, inNorfolk.

K
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at our lust ; and neverthelesswe haf so strictly examy
nid his demenyng that we fele and pleynly conceyve

that the love and efieccion which he hath to a gent il
womannot ferre from yow,

and which ye be privy to,
as we suppose, causith bym alwey to desire toward
your cuntre, rather than toward suych ocupacionas is

behoveful l to us. We write therfore to yow, prayngyow

hertly as ye love us, that it like you to do that labour
at our instaunce be suych men[ma m] as your wisdom
can seme

, to meve that gentilwoman inour behalf for
the wele of thismater, undirtakyng for us that we wole
shew our bounte to thaym bothe, if it plese hir that
this mater take effect, so that be reasonshe shall haf
cause to take it in gree. And if the eomyng thider of

our persone self shuld be to plesir of hir, we wole not
leve our labour in that . Wherfore we pray you that ye
wole do your part beryu, asye wole we do for yow in
tyme comyng, and that ye se us in hast. The Holy
T rinite kepe yow. Wretynat Wevenho, the xv1) . day
Of May.

The Erle of Oxenford.

OXENFORD.

A D. 1 450, 2 7 May.

SIR JOHN FASTOLF '

r o SIR THOMAS Howvs.

[From Fenn, i.

Yb my trusty and welbelovyd f r ende, S ir 17201714 :
Howys, P arsonof Carteltcombe.

RUSTY and welbelovyd frende, I grete you
well. 1 And I pray you sende

me word who darre be so hardy to keck agen

you in my ryght. And sey hem onmy half

1 Here , says Fenn, fol low some orders respecting his affairsat Caiste
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grace encrece and mayntene to hismoste plesaunce,
and to your har tis dssyre .

Pleasyth it your gode and gracios maistershipp
tendyrly to consedir the grete losses and hurts that
your por peticioner haeth, and haeth jhad evyr seth
the comons of Kent come to the Blakheth,1 and that
is at xv. yer passed, whereas my maister Syr John
Fastolf, Knyght, that is youre testator,2 commandyt

your besecher to take a man, and ij. of the beste orsse

that wer inhis stabyll, with bym to ryde to the comens
of Kent, to gete the art icles that they come for. And

so I dyd and al so sone as I come to the Blakheth,
the capteyn

3 made the comens to take me. And for

the savacionof my maisters horse, I made my fellowe
to ryde a wey with the ij. horses and I was brought
forth with befor the capteynof Kent. And the capteyn

demaundit me what wasmy cause of comyng thedyr ,
and why that I made my fellowe to stele a wey with
the horse . And I seyd that I come thedyr to chere
with my wyvesbrethren, and o ther that were my alys
and gossippes of myn that were present there. And

thanwas there oone there, and seid to the capteyn

that I was one of Syr JohnFastolfesmen, and the ij.
horse were Syr JohnFastolfes and then the capteyn

lete cry treson upon me thorought all the felde, and
brought me at iiij. partes of the feld with a harrawd of

the Duke of Exetter 4 before me in the dukes cote of

armes, makyng iiij. Oy es at iiij. partes of the feld ; pro
claymyng opynly by the seid harrawd that I was sent
thedyr for to espy theyre pusaunce, and theyre abyl
lyments of werr, fro the grettyst traytor that was in
Yngelond or in Praunce

,
as the seyd capteyn made

1 JackCade and his fo l lowers encamped onB lackhea th on the 1 1 111 June
1450, and again from the zgth of June to the rst July. Paynre fers t the
la
a
te

éir
casi

JohnFastolf (who is dead at the date of this lett er) le ft Pastonhis
executor , as wi ll be seenh r.

3 JackCade .

4 Henry Ho lland, Duke of Exeter. Dur ing the civi l war which fol lowed ,

he adhered to the House of Lancaste r, though he married Edward Iv.

’

s

sister. His herald had probably beense ized by Cade
’

s followers. and pressed
into the ir service.
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proclaymacion at that tyme, fro oone Syr JohnFastolf,
Knyght, the whech mynnysshed all the garri sons of

Normaundy, and Manns, and Mayn, the whech wasthe
cause of the lesyng of all the Kyngs tytyll and ryght

of an herytaunce that he had by yonde see. And

morovyr he seid that the seid Sir John Fastolf had
fumysshyd his plase 1 with the olde sawdyors of Nor

maundy and abyllymentsofwerr, to destroy the comens
of Kent whan that they come to Southewerk and

therfor he seyd playnly that I shulde lese my hede.

And so furthewith I was taken, and led to the cap
teyns tent, and j . ax and j. blok was brought forth to
have smetyn of myn hede and than my maister
Ponyngs, your brodyr,

2 with o ther ofmy frendes, come
and lettyd the capteyn, and seyd pleynly that there
shulde dye a C. or ij. [4 lzuna

'
r ea

'

or two], that in case
be that I dyed ; and so by that meane my lyf was
savyd at that tymc. And than I was sworen to the

capteyn, and to the comens, that I shulde go to Southe
werk, and aray me in the best wyse that I coude, and
come ageyn to hem to helpe hem ; and so I gote
th

’

articles, and brought hem to my maister, and that
cost me more emongs the comens that day thanxxvijs.

Wherupon I come to my maister Fastolf, and

brought bym th
’

articles, and enformed hym of all the

mater, and counseyled bym to put a wey all hisabyl
lyments of werr and the olde sawdiors; and so he dyd,
and went hymself to the Tour, and all hismeyny with
bym but Be tts and j . one] Mathew Brayu ; and
had not I ben, the comenswolde have brennyd his
plase and all his tennuryes, Whet thorough it coste me
of my noune propr godes at that tyme more thanvj.
merks inmate and drynke ; and nought withstondyng
the capteyn that same tyme lete take me atte Whyte
Harte in Suthewerk, and there comandyt Lovelase to

dispoyle me oute of myn aray
,
and so he dyd. And

itblpl
i 1

¥§
astolf

s

h
i
d
h§

r

i gi
nce

ea
l

gs
s
ggf
i

ciie
wa
tfisle t ter was '

writ ten had
married Elizabe

y
t

r

ii?
§
t

g
hbsister of JolihPaston, was sword-bearer and carve r to

Cade , and wasaccused of creating disturbances onmore thanone occasion
af terwards.
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there he toke a fyngowne of muster dewyllers
1 furryd

with fyn bevers, and j . peyr of Bregandyrns
2 kevert

with blew fellewet [velvet ] and gylt naile, with leg
ham eyse, the vallew of the gown and the bregardyns

Item
, the capteynsent certeyn of his meyny to my

chamber in your rents, and there breke up my chest,
and toke awey j . obligacion of myn that was due unto
me of xxxvjtz

'

. by a prest of Poules, and j. no ther
obligacion of j . knyght of xi i , and my purse with v.

ryngsof golde, and xvijs. vja
’
. of golde and sylver ; and

j . hem eyse[llam a s] complete of the touche ofMilleyn;
3

and j . gowne of fyn perse
4 blewe furryd with martens

and ij. gounes, one furryd with bogey,
5
and j . nother

lyned with fryse ;
6
and ther wolde have smetynof myn

hede, whan that they had dyspoyled me atte White
Hart. And there my Maister Ponyngs and my frends
savyd me, and so I was put up tyll at nyght that the
batayle was at LondonBrygge 7

and than atte nyght
the capteynput me oute into the batayle atte Brygge ,
and there I waswoundyt , and hurt nere hand to deth ;
and there I was vj. oures in the batayle, and myght

nevyr come oute therof ; and iiij. tymes before that
tyme I was caryd abought thorought Kent and Sousex,
and ther they wolde have smetynof my hede.

And in Kent there as my wyfe dwellyd, they toke
awey all oure godes mevabyll that we had, and there
wolde have hongyd my wyfe and v. of my chyldren,
and lefte her no more gode but her kyrtyll and her
smook. And a none aftyr that hurlyng, the Bysshop
Rofi

'

e
8
apechyd me to the Queue, and so I wasarestyd

1 A kind of mixed
glr
ey woollencloth, which continued in use to E liza

be th
'

s re ign.
—Hall iwe

2 A brigandine was a coat of leather or quilted linen, with smal l i ronplates
sewed on.

—S ee Grose ’

sAnt ient Armour. The back and breast of this coat
were sometim esmade separate ly , and cal led a pair .

—Meyrick.
3 Milanwas fiimous for itsmanufactur e of armsand armour.

“
Skye or bluish grey. There was a kind of cloth so called.

—Hal liwe l l
5

8

Budge fur.Fneze A coarse narrow c loth , forme r ly much inuse .
—Hall iwe ll.

7 The bat t le onLondonB ridge was on the sth uly.

8 Fenn gives this name Rosse
”
with two orig 3

’

5 , but translates it
Rochester, from which I presume it was wr it ten Rolfe ”

for Rofi
'

mszk.

The Bishop of Rochester
'

5 name wasJohnLowe.
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thanne your counseyll fereth he wolde take an issue
that he is not professed, and that shuld l be tri ed by
the certificat of the Dean of Poulys, sea

’
e vacante and

therfore we abide in lawe, and wole not amende our

plee. The day of th’assises inNorfi'olk is (it? Vmer is

prox imo port Fartam Naflvz
’

z
‘
atzlr B eam Mar ia apud

Norwz
’

cum
,
and Costardsmiripr ius is take owt ageynst

that day
,
and Prentisnisi pr im ageynst Halman also.

As touchyng the sute ageynsOsebernand Foke, he
hath geve day xv. Johannis with x. tales, as I have
wretyn to yow to fore this ryme and I suppose that
he wole have a mln

’

pr z
’

us of the same atte seid assises.

As touchynge the fyn inthe KyngsBenche for Osebern
and Foke, the fyne were cessed this terme, but I hadde
no leyser to talke with Croxton ther of yet,&c. Your

bedfelawe seigh bothe my other writynge and this, and
he recomaundeth hym to yow, and shuld have wretyn
to yow,

if he had not be prevy to my writyng. Ye ar

meche hold to hym ,
for he is diligent for yow, &c.

As touchyng Drewe Barantyn, I myght not yet
speke with bym, &c. Circumqbed e agatz

'

s
,
and be war

of lordis promysses, for it is tolde me in counseil thd

is a writte of forcyble entre 2 inframyng ageynst yow.

Almyghty God be your gyde. Wretyn inhast with
inne anhour after the resceyte of your lettre, atWes

m inster
, theWednessedaynext after Seint Thomasday.

8

Yours JAMES GRE .

101.

About A .D . I 4SO.
- ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS ., B .M.]

JAMES GRESHAM TO [JOHN PASTON P]
Inquirymade asto the injury of Sporle wood for lackof hedging.

The three years
’

growth of the wood avail eth no man. The far

mersnow cannot sell it the better
,
so it must be either to your

hurt or Halman
’
s. Hopes the wastes at Cressingham wil l be

amended . Your tenants are t reated unfairly about the Sheriff
’

s

1 The word
“
it is interlined inthe original after shuld,

”
but isclea r ly

su rfluous.
For Gresham ?

3 The t ranslat ionof S t . Thomaswas on the 3d July.
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turnby those of the Prior of Norwich and JohnCOO . Canget no
money, for Fulchier hopeshe isnot so far inarrear asyou think.

Halman can get no money ; his corns are so cheap he will not

sell , but he hopes to make urveyance at Michaelmas.
Calybut says he never as ed the Vicar of Sporle to be bound

for him. Theywill meet with me at Gressenhal e onSt . Bartholo
mew

’

s day and seal the other part, so that they have notice from
you at Swafi

'

ham Market, Saturday next before .

Accounts of Sng 'lewd l, Cm singfiam,
and Spar/tam on tire back.

We have placed this le tter afte r the preceding asbein probab ly not many
yearsapart from it indate , if not the very same year. T e name of Halman

1nboth. and also ina letter of the Vicar of Sporle , whichwill be found
a li t t le further on]

102 .

A.D. 1 450, 8 Aug
—ABSTRACT.

IMS Phi llipps.

S IR J . FASTOLF TO S IR THOMAS HOWYS, Parsonof Castle

combe, at Caister.

Has sent home lettersby JohnBedford . Sendsby the bearer

ThomasMedew eightwritsof greenwax l for certainprocesses
he has inNorfolk, with a dzlrtn

'

ngar for S ir John Shypton, whi ch
he must et served with the advice of Thomas Grene and other

of Fasto s trusty friends. The inquest must be certified of the

truth and Shypton
’
sfalsehood proved . Will give histestimonial,

when needful ,
“
that I never sealed none such quittance.

”
Le t

Greene correct the ro ll of articlesI send by Bedford . I hear you
have omitted several of the extortions done to me (inmargin,
eyer and determiner London, 8 August 28 Henry VI .

Let Master Doket have a copy of the evidence of Rydlyngfeeld .

Item, purvey me at the leest v. doseynlong bowes, wi th shot
longyng thertoo . And purveyeth also uarell 2 hedysto be made

ther , for the price ys derer heer theu t er ; and let no langage
be had of ordenancesmakyng.

”

103 .

A.D. 1 450, 1 9 Aug.

JAMES GRESHAM TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, ii i.
The date of this le t ter isasce rtained by the news conta ined inthe last para«

graph of the fall of Cherbourg , besidesother interna l evidence.
1Writs under the seal of the Court of Exch 11er , which was of green

direc ting the sher iff of a county to levy certain es.
3 S ee page 82 , Note 4.
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To my r zyki especiall maz
’

sfer
,[01mPaston} inkart .

GHT worthyworshipfull sir, and mynespecial l
maister, I recomaund me to yow,

and pray

yowwete that I was[yesterdaye atte]
2

. .

2

my lord Chauncellers
3 hous,and there I spake

with White ,
and he tolde me that he badde the letter

that ye sewed for from .

2 directed to the
LordMoleynsof that substance that ye badde sued to
bym for an especiall assise 4 and an oz

'

er and rid er

mmer ,
5
[and]

2
.

2 that he shuld comaunde

his men beyng at Gresham to departe thens, and

that the profitez thereof shuld be receyved by an en

difi
'

erent [person]
2 2

saufly to be kepte til the right
were determyned be twen yow and my Lord M.

, &c .

whiche letter White sente forthe [by] 2 a man of my
Lord Chaunceller to the Lord Moleyns. And he

sent his answer in writyng of this substance
,
that i t

shuld not like my Lord Chaunceller to graunte assise,
&c. ,

for als moche as the Lord M. badde sore be

laboured in his cuntre to peas and stille the poeple
6

there to restreyngne them from rysyng, and so he was

dayly laboured there abowt inthe Kynggs servyce, and
that considered, he trustid veryly that there shuld non
assise be graunted to your entent. And he seid forther
inhis answer, if he myght attende to be inNorfi

‘

olk,
and leve the necessary servyce that he dede to the

Kyng now inWyltshire, he wolde be but weel pleased
that ye badde your assise for he hnewe his title and

1 After JohnPastonhad rece ived this le tter, saysFenn,

"‘ it seemsas if
he had sa i t it to my Lord Oxford , for on the back of it , inJohnPastou'

s

handwrit ing , is the fo l lowing d irect ion: To the rith worspfull and my rith
speciall lord, my Lord of Oxenford.

2 These passages, inwhich the text is brokenby bracke tsor dots, are indi
cated by Fennas ille ible 1nthe ori ginal .
3 JohnKemp, Ca inal Archbishop of York, af te rwardsof Canterbury .

4 A writ directed to the sheriff for recove ry of possessionof things unmove
able , whereof yourse lf or ancestors have be endisse ised.

-F.

5 l sa comm isswnespec ially granted to certainpe rsons for the hearing and
de term ining of causes, and was forme r ly only m use uponsome suddenout
ra

g
e or insurrect1oninany p lace—F
These disturbances amongst the people were the remains ofCade’srebe l

lion, which had beenlately suppressed—F.
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em
’ 1 that there were ix. or x. ml [nine or tentfioummz

’

]
men up in Wiltshire, and I hadde it of the report of
Whittocks mede but I trowe it isnot so, for here is
now littel speche therof ; ner the lesse, if I here more,
I shall sende yow worde her after by sum loders that
come to Seyn
Wretyn in hast at Lo eWednesseday next

after our Lady day, &c.

symple servaunt,
JAMES GR .

104 .

A .D. 1450 (P) ar Aug.

THE EARL OF OXFORD To JOHN PASTON.

[Douce MS . 393, f.

From the similarity of the contents of this and the two following lett ers, it
is evident tha t they be lon to the sam e year ; and the mentionof Thomas
Denyes, from whom the l of Oxford was afterwar ds estranged, proves
that 1t must have beenbe fore 1454. In the summer of 1450, there was
affection in Norfo lk, which led to the issuing of a special commissionof oyer
and term ine r in September . These three le t ters may , the re fore , have
be longed to that year.

To my rzg/zt trusty and intier ly welbelovm
'

j ol mPaston,

IGHT trusty and intierly welbeloved, I grete

yow wele, and wole and pray you that ye
d ispose your self to be with my Lord of Norf
folk in al hast goodly, to that intent that

where it wasdesired by dyvers gentilmenof this shi re 2

that I shuld my self a be with his Lordship at Fram
yngham, to excuse me to his Lordship for truly I haf
suyeh writynto my said Lord for myn excuse, which
writyng I send to yow by Thomas Denyes, to whome
l Quaere thisabbreviated word,” saysFenn. I t isprobably eme, meaning

uncle.
2 S ee Note 2 ,

3 Thisshire should be Suffolk, as the Ear l dates from Bury S t. Edmund's,
“

but I should think Norfolkwas intended . which the Ear l had probably just
left onhisway up to London. Compare next number.
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I pray you to gif credens. And the Trinite kepe yow.

Wretynat Bury Seynt Edmond, the xxj. day OfAugust.
I pray you to speke with Sir Miles Stapilton and

Brewes, and to delyver to thaym my lettres, wherof I
send

. you copies, andmake Brewes to send over a man
to me with th’

entent of my Lord of Norfib lk, and with
th

’

effect of your deligens, with a more credible message
thanBrewes ded to my wif ; for I had never a wets
jurney for a jape inmy lif, ne a lewder, as ye shal wele
conceyve.

OXENFORD.

A.D. 1450 (P) 2 1 Aug—THE EARL OFOXFORD (P) To
SIR MILES STAPLE’

I
‘

ON AND THOMAS BREWES .

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

The two let ters following are from contemporaneous copieswrittenon the
same paper. Be ing dated the sa me day as the preceding le t ter of the Ear l of
Oxford, and addressed to the two personsnamed inthe postcr ipt , we should
have every reason to suppose they are the copies there ment ioned , wer e it not
for the circumstance that the Ear l of Oxford’

s m t at Wynche , near Lynn,
inNorfolk, must have beena good day’s journey from Bury S t. Edmund

’

s.

The internal evidence , however , is in other respects so strong that we have
no doubt at all upon the sub

'

eet , The difficulty as to the date may be
accounted for by supposing t t these two let ters were rea l ly written at

Wynche the day be fore , bu t that the date e rst August was fil led in by the
Ea r l at Bury S t. Edmund

'

sat the time he despatched his le t ter of the
date to JohnPaston.

To my ryg/zt trusti and wy tfi all myn ller t z
’

rztyerly wel
belovyd S tr Afy lys S tapelton, Knygfit.

GHT trusty and wyth all myn hert entierly
welbelovyd, I grete yow wele , and wol that

ye wete that a gentelman of your ally baghe
[fiat/z] ben wyth me, at whos instans and

steryng and by hese good avyes I wold ful fayne amet

[lawemet] wyth yowatFramyngham; but Imayno lenger
abyde here for the strayte comaundment that I have
to be wyth the Kyng. Wherfore I pray yow to comown

wyth Brews and Paston, and to put inartycles be ther
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avyses and be your wysdom the indisposicion of the

people Of thiscounte, and whatwere mostnecesary to be
desierid of the Kyng and of my Lordis of the Councell

for the restreynte of ther mourmour and the peas, and
to sende it me be t he brynger herof, to whom I pray
yow gef credens. And the Holy Ternyte kepe yow.

Wretynat Wynche, the xxj. day of August.

To my ryg/zt trusty amt entier ly welbelovyd Thomas
B remes, Sguyer .

GHT trusty and intyerly welbelovid, I grete

yow wele. And for as mouche as ye were
with my wyf at Wynche in the name and

behalve of the substaunce of the gentelys of

this shyer, and cause my wyf to wryte to me for to

turne agaym into N
_

Orfi
'

olk, be wheche wrytyng, and be

your report it semyd to me that a gret asemble had be

purposid wythinthe counte beer. I therfore sayd unto
yow,

wolyng and mevyng yow aftyr your trowth, and
asye know, that ye do put inartycles the indisposicion

of the people, and what your avyce is to be do for the
restreynyng of the same and thisar ticles I pray yow
set to your seal, and cause other gentelmenwith ~wham

ye have comonyng set ther scales, for this is meces
sary, and that I may schew it to the Kyng and to my
Lordis of hese Councell, and that I fayle not here of
for your honeste and myn excuse. And the Ternyte

kepe yow. WretenatWynche, the xxj. day of August.

A.D. 1450, [Aug ]
[THE EARL OF OX FORD TO THE DUKE OFNORFOLK.]

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

Thiswould seem by internal evidence to be the let ter of excuse writt enby
Oxford to the Duke o f Norfolk, which the Ear l ment ions inhis letter to John
Paston of the arst Aug ust . The orig inal from which it is taken isa copy
without signature or address, and mut i lated inthe margin.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


144 T HE P A S T ON L E T T E R S .

Un to tile réglit reverent f aa
’

z
'

r inGod and my r zg/zt

gracioaa Lord, the Cardinal A rc/155 133120? of York,
P rymat and C/zazmceller of Inglond.

ESECHETH mekely JohnPaston that where
Robert Hungerford, Knyght, Lord Molens,
and Alianore, his wyfl

’

,
late with force and

strengt h, and grete mul titude of riottous

peple, to the noumbre of a thousand personesand mo,
gadered by th

’
excitacionand procuryng of JohnHey

don1 a yenst the Kynggspees, inriotousmaner entred
up on your seid besecher and othir enfeofied to his

use in the manoir of Gresham with th’appurtenauncez
in the shire of Norflolk whiche riotouspeple brake,
dispoiled, and drew doun the place of your seid bese
cher in the seid toun, and drafe out hiswifi

’

and ser

vauntes there beyng, and ryfled, took, and bare awey
al le the goodes and catalx that your seid besecher and
hisservauntesbadde there to the value of cc lz

'

. 2 co]
and more and the seid manoir , after the seid riottous

entre
, kept with strong hande in manere of werre, as

weel ayenst your seid besecher and his fefl
'

ees, as

ayenst oonof the Kyngges justicez of the pees in the
seid shire

,
that come thedir to execute the statutes

ordeigned and provyded ayenst suche forcible entrees
and kepyng of possessions with force, as it appiereth
by recorde Of the seid justice certifyed into the Chaun
cerie and yet the seid Lord Mole

’

nsthe same manoir
kepith with force and strengthe ayenst the fourme of

the seid statutes : Please it your reverent Fadirhood
and gracioux Lordship, these premisses considered, to

graunte on to your seid besecher for his fefi
'

ees by
bym to be named a special assise 2 ayenst the seid
Lord Molens

, Alianore, and JohnHeidon, and othir

to
'

be named by your seid besecher, and also anoyer

1 John Heydon, Esq . of Baconsthorpe , a lawyer , who was recorder of
Norwich from x43x to 1433 , and she rifi

'

in 1431
-2 .

9 S ee p. 1 38, Note 4.
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and determyner
l ayenst the seid Lord Molens, John

Heldon, and othir of the seid riotous peple in like
fourme to be named, to enquere, here and determyn

all trespaces, extorcions, riottes, forcible entrees,
mayntenaunces,

2 champert ies,3 embraceries,4 offenses,
and mesprisions

5 by hem or ony of hem doen, alsweel
atte sute of our sovereign Lord the Kyng, asOf your
seid besecher and his seid fefiees, and every of hem,

or of ony othir of the Kyngges lieges : atte reverence
of God, and inweye of charite.

A.D. 1 450, 4 Sept.

JOHN PASTON TO JAMES GRESHAM.

[From PastonMSS .
, B .M ]

I t is evident that this le t ter waswritten part ly in answer to Gresham
'
sof

th e 19th August 1450 . The year istherefore the same. The letter 18 printed
from a copy inGresham

’

shandwr it ing.

2714 Copz
’

e qf t/ze l etter of f fi

MES GRESHAM, I prey yow laboure forth
to have answer of my bille for mynespecial
assise

,
and the oyer and termyner,

1
accordyng

to my seid bille that I delyvered to my Lord
Chaunceler,

6 letyng bym wete that his Lordship con
ceyved the graunt of suyche a special mat ier myght
cause a rumour inthe cuntre. Owt of dowte the cuntre
isnot so disposed, for it is desired ageyn suche per
sones as the c[untre] wolde were ponysshid , and if
they be not ponysshid to refourme that they have do
amysse, by liklynesse the cuntre wole rise up on

th[em] . Mentalke that a general oier and termyner is
graunted to the Duke of Norfolk, my Lord of Ely, the

1 S ee p. 1 38, Note s.
Unlawfulwort giventoa disputant by one not concerned '

m the cause.

3 Bargains with lit igants for a share inwhat may be gained by the
suit .
4 A t tempts to corrupt juries.
5 Treasonor fe lony commit ted by oversight or wilful neglect of a duty.

3 Cardinal Kemp—S ee last No.
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Erll of Oxenford, the Lord Scales, Sir JohnFastolf,
Sir ThomasFulthorp, and William Yelverton, and men
be right glad therof. Yet thatnotwithstondyng, laboure

ye forth for me. F[or] ina general oyer and tennyner
a supersaleasmay dassh al, and so shall not ina special.
And also if the justicez come at my request, they shall
sytte als long as I wole, and so shall thei not by the
generall. And as for comniyssioners inmyn,&c .

,
Sir

JohnFastolf must be pleyntyf alsweel as I my self,
and so he may not be commyssioner ; and as for alle

the remenant, I can thynke them indifferent inow in
the matier, except my Lord Scales, whoswyff is aunte
to the Lady Moleyns

And as for that the Lord Moleyns hath wretyn that
he dar put the matier in awarde of my Lord Chaun
celer, and inwhat Juge he wole take to bym,&c. (which
offre as I suppose shall be tolde to yow for to make

yow to cesse your labour), thanne lete that be answerid,
and my Lord Chaunceller enfourmed thus: The matier
was in trete by th’assent of the Lord Moleynsa twene

his counseil and myn, whiche assembled at London
xvj. dyvers dayes, and for the more part there wasa
sergeant and vj. or vij . thr ifty apprentisez at whiche

tyme the Lord Moleyns title was shewed, and clerly
answerid, inso meche that hisowncounseil seide they
cowde no forther in the matier

, desiryng me to ride to
Salesbury to the Lord Moleyns, promyt tyng of their
part that thei wolde moeve the Lord Moleyns, so that
thei trusted I shuld have myn entent or I come thens,
of whiche title and answer I send yow a copie that
hath be put in to the Parlement, the Lord Moleyns

being there present, whereto he cowde not sey nay.

Also by fore this tyme I have agreed to put it in ij.
juges, so thei wolde determyne by our evydences the
right, moevyngnother part ie to yeve other by onymene,
but onl y the right determyned, he to be fully recom

pensed that hath right. Whereto he wold not agree,
but alle tymeswolde that thoe jugesshulde entrete the
parties as they myght be drawe to by ofire and profre
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A.D. 1450, 7 Sept —ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLFTO S IR THOMAS Howy s, THOMAS GRENE,
AND WATKYN SHYPDAM.

Hasno word from them of the correctionand engrossing of the

damagesdone to him by diversmeninNorfolk, of part of which

he sent a roll to them at Castre a month ago . Sends John
Bokkyng for an answer . Was often damaged by the Duke of

Suffolk
’
s Offi cers inLodylond, both by undue amerciaments and

distraining cattle at Cotton, and
'

by the officers of Cossey, of

which there should be remembrancesat Castre. Wrote also that

they should see the Bishop of Norwich about the letter left with

him concerning the award Of Dedham. Ispart icularly anxious
to know what they have done about Rydlyngfeld, &c.

London, 7 Sept . 29 Hen. VI.

A.D. 1450, I 5 Sept. —ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, NO.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To S IR THOMAS Howvs, at Castre, or at

Pokethorp inNorwich
,
or at HaylydonManor .

Has received his letter by ThomasFastolf touching his dili
gence about the recovery of the letter wi th the Bishop of

wich, and of the evidencesof Rydlyngfeld, with a copy of a certain
indenture which F. has already sealed . Has no answer of the

correction of the articlesF. sent home to him two monthsago .

Asmy Lord of Norfolk is at Norwich to sit uponthe oyer and
terminer, you must labor to shew forth my gr ievances. Nothing
canbe done till after Michaelmasabout the wm

’

re f acta: for the
jury of Sybton. Haswritten thisweekby

“

the Parsonof Esthar

lyng
'

to Berney, who, he hears, has been shewing favor to his
adversaries. Refers him fli rther to JohnBokkyng, who isnow
inNorfolk.

London, 15 Sept . 29 Hen. VI .
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111.

A .D. 1450, 1 8 Sept—HENRYVI . TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

The bearing of this le tter uponthe contents of N06. 107 and 108 proves it
to be of the same year.

To oure tr usty ana
’
welbeloved f o/mPaston, Sgwer .

By the King.

RUSTY and welbeloved, for asmuche as oure

right trusty and welbeloved the Lord Moleyns

is by our special desire and comaundement

waitting upon us, and now for divers consi
deracionsmoeving us

,
we purpose to sende bym in to

certaine places for to execute oure commaundement,
for the whiche he ne may be attendant to be inoure

countees Of Northfolkand Suffolk at the time of oure
Comm issioners sitting upon oure comm issionof oier

determiner within the same oure counties : We ther
fore desire and praye that considering his attendance
uponus

,
and that he must applic bym to execute oure

commaundement
, ye wol respite as for any thing at

tempting ayenst bym as for any matiers that ye have
to do or seye ayenst bym, or any other Of his servants,
welwillers, or tenaunts, by cause of bym ,

unto ryme he

shal mowe be present to ansuere there unto ; wherein

ye shall ministere unto us cause of pleasure, and over
that, deserve of us right good thanke. Yevenunder
oure signet at oure Palois of Westmynster, the xviij.
day Of September.

112 .

A.D. 1450 (P) 2 9 Sept—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

THE VICAR OF SPORLE To JOHN PASTON.

Reports the dispositionof mymaster , the Provost. Francis
Costard brought his evidence to my master

’
spresence, where it

was examined . He wondered what title you would claim to the
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land. I said, mensaid it wasonce free till itwassoiled by abond
He gave more weight to the evidence of John Aleyn and

NicholasWaterman. A leyn sayshe was steward of the manor,
inGarleke

’

sdays, forty years, and never knew it claimed for bond
ground and the said Nicholas says it was he who moved your
father to buy the manor. Many others have set their seals to

corroborate this. Asked him to be good unto Henry Halman,
who wasamerced in his court for chastising a servant of his, a

bondman of yours. My master asked mockingly if a manmight
not beat his ownwife.

Sporle, Michaelmasmorning.

This le t ter would seem to be long to the same
y
ear as N o. 1oo , inwhich

ostard
’

sm rz
’

fir ms
”

and anact ionagainst Ha manare referred to. No.

101 also mentionsHalmanand the write r of this let ter. ]

A .D . 1 450, 6 Oct.
WILLIAM WAYTE TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 154]
This le t ter must have beenwritten just afte r the Duke of Yorkcame ove r

from Ire land in1450, whenhe demanded that justice should be fair ly adminis

tered against persons accused . A Par liament was summoned , whi ch me t on

the 6th November, and SirWil liam Oldhall was chosenas Speake r.

To my mayster , f ol mPaston, in rygitt gr et hart.

YR, and it plese, I was inmy Lord of Yorks1
howse, and I herde meche thynge more

thanne my mayster
2 wrytyth un to yow of ;

I herde meche thynge inFletestrede. But,
Sir, my Lord waswith the Kynge, and he vesaged so

the mater that alle the Kynges howshold was and is

aferd ‘

ryght sore ; and my seyd Lord hayth putte a
bille to the Kynge, and desyryd meche thynge, q ch

is meche after the Comouns desyre, and all isup on

justice, and to putte all thos that ben indyted under
arest with owte suerte or maynpryce, and to be tryed
be lawe as lawe wyll ; in so meche that onMonday
Sir William Oldhall was with the Kynge atte West
1 Ri

I
c

‘

hard, Duke of York, afterwardsProtector, the father of King Ed

0Thewriter wasclerk to Judge Ye lvert on.
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my feyth thei arne ellys lyke to come to grace. And

therfor, Sir, remember yow Of all these maters.
Sir, also I spake with William Norwych, and asked

bym after the Lord Moleyns how he stod to my Lord
ward and he told me he was 501 owte of grace, and
that my Lord of York lovyth bym nought. Will iam
Norwych tolde me that he durste undertake for to

brynge yow nu to my Lord, and make bym your ryght
good Lord and

, Sir, my mayster counceyllyd yow that
ze shuld not spare, but gete yow hese good Lordshep.

Sir, be war of Heydon, for he wold destroyed yow
be my feyth. The Lord Scales and Sir William Oldfi

hall arne made frendys.
Sir, labour ze for [to] be knyth of the shire, and speke

to my Mayster Stapulton
1 al so that he be yt Sir, all

Swafham,
and they be warned, wyll zeve yow here

voyses. Sir, speke with ThomasDenys, and take nose
good avys therin. Sir, speke to Denys that he avoy de
hysgarysonatte Rydon, for there isnono ther remedy
but deth for Danyell, and for all thos that arne indyted.

Sir, labour z e to the Meyer that JohnDam 2
or Will

Jenney be burgeys for the cetye of Norwych, telle
them that he may be yt aswell asYonge isof Brystow,

or the Recordor isof London, and as the Recordour of
Coventre is for the cite of Coventre, and it so inmany
places in Ingland. Also, Sir, thynk on Yernemouth

that ze ordeyne that JohnJenney, or Limnour , or sum
good man be burgeys for Yernemouth . Ordeyne ze

that Jenneys mown ben in the Parlement, for they
kunseye well.
Sir, it wore wysdam that my Lord of Oxenford wayte

onmy Lord of Yorke. Ingood feyth, good Sir, thynke
onall these maters; meche more I badde to wryt e on
to yow, yf I kowde a remembryd me, but I hadde no
leyser be my fyth. Hold me escused of my lewde

rude wrytyng. Late JohnDam be ware for the Lorde

1 Sir Miles S taple ton.

0

3 ohnDam actual ly was returned to Par liament for the Ci ty of Norwich
in ovembe r 1450.
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Moleyns; and, Sir, late the cetye be ware, for he wyll do
hem a velony, but yf he may have hese men and

, Sir,

yf he come to Norwych, look there be redy to wayte
up on the Mayer a good fellawshep, for it is seyd her
that they arne but bestys.

Sir, my mayster bad me wryte un to yow that ze
shuld store the Mayer and alle the Alderman to crye
onmy Lord that they mownhave justyce of these men
that be indyted, and that my Lorde wyll spekenu to the
Kynge therof. And, Sir, in divers partes in the town
there [ta/zere]myLord comyth, there wolde be ordeyned
many porcions of Comeners to crye onmy Lord for
justice of these men that arne indyted, and telle her
nammes, in special] Todenham,

Heydon
,
Wyndham,

Prentys. Sir, I cende yow a copy of the bylle
1 that

my Lord of Yorke putt e un to the Kynge and, Sir,
i te c0pyes go abowte the cetye i now,

for the love of
‘
~

od, wy[c]he have yow inhese kepyng.

WretynonSeynt Feyth daye, inhast.
Be yowr Servaunt,

W. WAvTE.

114 .

A.D. 1450.

RICHARD
, DUKE OFYORK, TO KING HENRY VI .

[From Fenn, i.

The MS. from which thiswas rinted by Fenn, wasdoubtless the copy of
my Lord of York

’

s
“ bil l ” whic Wi lliam Wayt e sent to John Paston, as

mentioned inthe end of the last le tter.

R ickard, Duke of York, kz
’

sP etit iontoKyng Henry f or
tkcpunys/zement of Trqytors, (Sm .

LEASE it your Hyghnestendirlyto consider the
grett grutchyng and romer that isuniversaly
in this your reame Of that justice isnouth
dewlyministred to such astrespasand Offende

a yens your lawes
,
and in special Of them that ben
1 S ee next No.
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endited of treson, and other beyng openly noysed of

the same ; wherfore for gret inconveniens that have
fallen, and grett is lyke to fallenher after inyour se id
reame, whichGod defende,but if[unless] be yourHygh
nesse provysion convenable be mad for dew reforma
cionand punyshment in thisbehalf ; Wherfore 1, your
humble suget and lyge man, Richard, Duke of York,
willyng as effectually as I kan, and desiryng suerte and

prosperite of your most roiall person, and welfare of

this your noble reame, councel and advertyse your
excellent, for the conversacion[conservation] Of good
tranquillite and pesable rewle am ong all trew sogetts,
for to ordeynand provyde that dewe justice be had a

yenst all such that benso endited or openly so noysed
wher inne I offre

,
and wol put me in devour for to

execute your comaundements in thespremises of such
Offenders, and redresse of the seid mysrewlers to my
myth and power. And for the hasty execucionherof,
lyke it your Hyghnes to dresse your letteres of prevy
scal e and writts to your offi cers and ministres to do
take

,
and areste all soch persons so noysed or endited,

of what astatte, degre, or condicion so ever thei be,
and them to comyt te to your Tour Of London, or to
other your prisons, there to abyde with outenbayle or
maynprice on to the tyme that they be utterly tryed
and declared, after the cours of your lawe.

A.D. 1450, 1 5 Oct
— SIR JOHN FASTOLF To SIR

THOMAS HowvsAND WILLIAM BARKER.

[From Fenn, iii .

Tomy rygkt trustyf reena
’
e
, S tr TllamasHowys, Parsonof

Castel lcombe, bryng at Castr e, ana
’ VVz

'

llzam B arker ,
inkaste, at Castr e Yn, by f ormat/z.
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And atte London a man of hys hedde large langage,
and seyd that my Lord shuld come to Norfi

'

olk, and

do meche thyng agaynshem that hadde do indite bym
and hysmen, and also for the presonyng Of hysmen

atte Norwych. This is sopposyd verely to be Hey
donswerke that wyll sette bym verely to do the utterest
ayens yow and John Dam in the werst wyse that he
can. Z e have both lordshep and frendshep inyour
countre, and also good inow to reciste bym yf he wyll

do yowwronge, and peraventur that shuld brynge thys
matier nyer and ende thanne it isnow. Whedder i t
be to done or not, I remitte that to youre counceyll .

Also
,
my Lord

1
shall be atteWalsyngham onSonday

nest comynge, a from thenshe shall go to Norwych .

For any thynge in the werd [wor ld] meve my Lord Of

Oxenford and my cosyn Sir M ilesStapulton that they
awayte up onmy seyd Lord in the most wurchepfull
wyse that they kun, and do bym as good attendaunce
and plesaunce as they mown. And ye do the same

also ; and that the cyte of Norwych mete with bym in
the best wyse also ; and also that they and ze also
cherse and wirchep well Sir Will iam Oldhalle. And

ther be good informacion made ayensT . T . and H 1

for they wyll spend ml m1 It. for to come in
ther

,
and that were petye. Spende sum what of your

good now, and gette yow lordshep and frendshep ther,
quiz: {at pena

’
et tota lax at prop/zeta . And send som

man to aspye of the govemaunce, and of the comyng
of the Lord Moleyns, and take hed to your self. And

byd JohnDam be war Of bym self. Sum mensuppose
that my Lord of York cherse not meche the seyd Lord
Moleyns. And send sum menhedyr oftento London
that mown he them here and brynge yow tydynges.

And I pray God spede yow inalle youre werkes.

Youre Cosyn,
NAMELES ATTE THIS TYME.

Endorsed : Liters Fastolfi
'

, Ye lverton, circa le oyrdeterminer .
—Memo ~

randum de bil la actusjust le’ apud Walsingham.

1 Probably the Duke of York.
2 ThomasTuddenham and Heydon.



HE N ] ? Y VI. 1 5 7

A .D . 1450, [Oct] .
JAMES GRESHAM To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This let ter . though it hasno date except of the day of the week, must have
beenwrit tenabout October 1450 , after the Duke of Yorkhad come over from
Ire land, and before the e lect ions for the Par liament which me t inNovember,
and the appointment of sheriffs in the different count ies for the ensuing ear .

The references to the affai r of Lord Moleyns and to the indictment of ey
doncannot be long to a later year.

7 bmy worsblpf ullMaister Paston, atNora/loll
,
inkaste

,

be th isa
’

elywerea
’

.

LEASE it yow to wete that I come to London
the Wednesseday at even late next after my
departyng from yow,

and it was told me that
my Maister Calthorp badde writyng fro my

Lord of York to awayte onhym at his comyng in to

Norfi
'

olk to be oonof hismen, and that no gentilman
of Norffolk had writyng to awayte on bym but he ,

and sum folke wene that it isto th’

entent that he shuld
bO outhir shiref or knyght of the Shire, to the forther

yng of Othir folks, &c.

The Kyng is remevid from Westminster
, summe

mensey to Fysshwick,
1
and summe sey to Bristowe .

And it is seid that he hath do wrety
'

n to alle hismen

that be in the chekroll 2 to awayte onbym atte Parle
ment in their best aray why, no man can telle .

Heydon3 waswith myMaister Yelverton,4 and desired
bym to see the recordes of his endytementz, and axed
Of bym if he were indited of felonye and my Maister
Yelverton told bym it was. And thereto H . seide
Sir, ye wole recorde that I wasnever thef; and he

1 InLancashire , now in the suburbsof Preston.

2 The check-ro ll is a ro ll or book, containin the names of such personsas
are at tendants, and

'

inpay to the King , or ot er great men, as their house
hold servants &c.

—F.

1 S ee page 144 , Note
4Wi lliam Ye lverton, a Justice of the King’sBench.
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se id he trowed right weel that he cowde telle why he
took Plumpsteds goods, and othir wordswhiche were
long to write . And my Maister Y. seid to bym

he cowde not knowe the laborer of th
’

endytement,
and H . seid ageyn he knewe weel the laborer
therz t‘ f ; and my Maister Y. conceyte is H . ment

yow. Wherfor he advyseth yow that in onywyse

ye make Plumpsted to take apell accordyng ; for

if he so do, thanne is H . barred of his conspirace,
and also of his damages, though that he be nonnsewed
therin, or though it be afterward discontynued, &c. ,
and ellis are ye in jopardy of a conspirace, for H .

hopeth to have the world better to his entent thanne
it isnowe . For it is told me that rather thanne he

shuld fayle of a shiref this yeer comyng for his entent,
he wole spende ml lz. [75 1000 ]
This communicacionbe twene them was onMone

day last passed, and on Tewisday last passed H .

mette wi th Maister Markham
,

1
and he tolde H . his

par t how that he levid ungoodly in puttyng awey of

his wyfl
'

, and kept an other, &c. and therwith he

turned pale colour , and seid he lyved not but asGod
was pleased with, ne dede no wrong to no person.

And therupon Maister Markham reherced how he

demened bym a geynst men of Court, and named
yow and Genneye ; and H . seid, as touchyng the

peple that rifled yow, and the doyng thereof, he
was not pri vy therto, for he was that ryme here at
London and as touchyng the Lord Moleyns ti tle, H .

enforced gretly, and seid his title was better thanne
yours.

Yisterday was my Maister Yelverton at dyner with
my Maister Fastolf,2 and there among other thei were
avysed that my Maister F. shall write to my Lord of

Norfiolkthat he certifie the Kyng and hisCounseill how
the cuntre ofN. and S .[NoryW/éana

'

Suj
'

oZk] stonde right

xJohn Markham, one of the Judges of the King
’
s Bench, who becmno

e t
'

Just ice in x46x.

2 S ir JohnFastolf.
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and th
’
entre therofalslong ashe may 5 and he demyth

veryly that H. Wodehous coude never have take up
onhisknowelage to have called up on the matier with
owt counseil and enformacionof Heydon, and it were
weel do that my Lord of Oxeford kuewe it.
Item, Maister Yelverton told me that the Lord

Moleynswas enfourmed that he and alle hismenwem

endited of felonye inNorfl
’

olk, whiche caused bym and

his to be right wroth toward my maister and yow.

AndMaister Yelvertonhath tolde amanof theKyngges
Benche called Styrop, whiche is a man of the Lord
Moleyns, the trouth that nothir he ner noonof his is

endited, and Stirop is now in to Wiltshire, and shall
telle it to the Lord M. ; for that shall squage weel
his hete of wrethe. And as touchyng Germyn,

1 if he
be Shiref, William Genney wole undirtake for bym

that he shall and wole be ruled weel inow, &c.

119 .

A.D. 1 450 (P) 1 6 Oct.
THE DUKE or NORFOLK 1 0 JOHN PASTON.

[Douce MS . 393, f.

This let ter and that which fol lows clear ly re fe r to the same matter. The
time of year and the par t takenby the Duke of York in the e le ctionare cir
cumstanceswhich in themse lvescreate a pre tty strong presumpt ionin favour
of the year 1450. And this presumpt ion almost becomes a certainty . when

we observe that the date of this le t ter—1 6th Octobe r—was a Friday in that
y
ear : for the mee t ing of Yorkand Norfo lkisstated inthe next let ter to have
eenona Thursday and Friday , and this le t ter would doubt lesshave been
writtenas soonasa decisionhad beencome to be tween the two Lords

our: trusti and welbelovid/01mPurim ,n
'

er .

Ta:Du: of M rj blk.

GHT trusti and welbelovid, we grete you well.
And forasmoche as oure unkill of York and

we have fully appoynted and agreed of such
ij. persones for to be knightes of shire of

1 JohnJermynwasactual ly appointed Sherifi‘

inthe end of the year 1450.
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Norfi
’

olkas oure said unkill and we thinke convenient
and necessarie for the welfare of the said shire, we
therfor pray you, in oure said unkill name and oures

bothe, asye list to stonde in the favour of oure good
Lordshipp, that ye make no laboure contrar ie to oure

desire. And God have you inhiskeping.

Wreten at Bury Seynt Edmondis, the xvj. day of
Octobr.

120.

A .D . 1 450 (P) 1 8 Oct .
THE EARL OF OXFORD TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .
For evidence of date. see note to preceding letter.

To owr we/éelowd f ofinPaston.

IGHT welbeloved, I grete yow well. And as

towchyng for tydyngs, I can none, savyng
that my Lord of Norfi

’

olkmet with my Lord
of York at Bury onThursday, and there were

to gedre til Friday, ix . of the clokke, and than they de
parted. And there a gentilmanof my Lord of York
toke unto a yeman of myn, JohnDeye, a tokene and
a sedell of my Lords entent, whom he wold have
knyghtts of the shyre, and I sende you a sedell closed
of their namesinthissame lettre, wherfore me thynkith

wel do to performe my Lords entent.
Wretynthe xviijo day of Octobr, atWynche.

OXENFORD.

Sir William Chambirlayn.

1

Com. [Vorf Henry Grey.

1 The names actual ly returned by the Sher iff of Norfolk and Suffolk for
this Par liament were -for Norfo lk, Sir Miles S taple tonand Henry Gray for

Suffolk, S ir Roger Chambe rleynand Sir Edmund Mulso.
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12 1.

A.D. 1450 (P) 2 2 Oct.
THE DUKE OFNORFOLK To JOHN PASTON.

[Douce MS . 393, f

This le tter must have be enwritten e ither in 1449 or in1450, in both of

which years Par liament me t on the 6th of November and as we have other
le tters. bo th of the Duke of Norfolkand the Ear l of Oxford, re lating to the
Par liament of r so, we are inclined to think this also be longs to the later
yw . Fram l ingham,

the seat of the Duke of Norfo lk, is not more than

thirty
-two mi les from Bury, f1om which he wrote on the 16th.

To oure r ig/z! trusty and welbeloved servaunt, f o/m
P aston

, Sgaz
'

er .

Ike .Duc of M afia/é .

IGHT trusti and right welbelovid, we grete yo
hertily well, prayag you Specially that ye will
make you redy to awayte upon us at Yippis
wich toward the Parlement the viij. day of

Novembre in youre best aray, with as many clenly
people asye may gete for oure worship at this tyme

for we will be there like oure estate inoure best wise
without any delay. Yevenunder oure signet inoure

Castell of Framlyngham, the xxij. day of Octobre.

A.D. 1450, 1 1 Nov.

JOHN DAMME AND JAMES GRESHAM To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 10a ]
The date of this letter is de termined b the fact ment ioned in the first son

tence. S ir t ham Oldhall waschosen peaker of the Par liament which Q
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A .D. 1450, 1 1 NOV.
—ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To S IR THOMAS Howy s, Parsonof

Castlecombe .

Right trusty and welbeloved friends, I thankyou for thequittance of Richard Sellyng you have sent me by Worcestr e,

with a quittance of Fauconere for the purchase of Davyngt on,
and another of Roys for the purchase of Tychewell. Askmy
cousinHerry S turmer

’
swi fe to search for an indenture and other

writings between me and Sellyng or Lady Wiltshire . As you

inform m e that S ir Thomas Todenham has sent to JohnClerc to
be at London, you must ask him and hiswi fe to go before the

bai lifi
’

s of Yarmouth, and certify how it was Bysshop
’
swife d id

not receive the £ 100 I was ruled to pay her. JohnClerc must
not come up t ill I send for him . margin, eyer and deter

Special labour has been made that Justice Yelver
ton should not come down this Martinmas, but the King and

Lords have determined that he Shal l keep his day ;
“
and the

labour that ye, with my cousin Paston, made late to my Lord
Norfolkwas right well avised, incase that the Justice should be
countermanded .

”
Urge my fri ends to do their very best for me

now in the matters “ labored last at the oyer and terminer,
”
that

they may take a worshipful end. ThankNicholas Bokkyng for

what he did about the cert ificate of the jury inthe office1 of Tyche
well, and beg him to get it sealed in t ime, which will be a great
evidence for the recovery of my manor. Sendshome some horses
to be occupied in the cart .

”
Commendations,

to his cousin

JohnBerney.

Send for William Cole about the accounts, and thank the
Parson of Haylesdon

2 for the three writings of Wil tshire ’swill
and Gom ey he sent me by Worcester ; but say I prayed him to

search for more.

London, S t. Martin
’
s day.

[This le tt er is dated onMartinmas day , at which date in the year 1450 it

wi ll be seenby the preceding number that Justice Ye lvertonwas going down
m to Norfo lk, and an oy er and term iner was o ing to be he ld at Norwich.

The re ference to the ofii ce ,
"

or inquisition, ofTychewell alsoproves the year
to be 1450.

—S ee No. 132 , pp. 1 7 5

1 Aninquisit iontakenby the escheator of a county by virtue of hiscfii ce
was frequent ly cal led an “

office.

”

I ts object was to ascertain the King
’
s

t it le to certain lands.
“2 ThomasHert waspresented to Haylesdonby Sir JohnFastolf in 1448.
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A.D. 1 450, Nov.

JUSTICE YELVERTON To SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, iii.

This would appear to have been written in 1 450, just after Yelverton’s
arrival inNorfolk, whither, it wi ll be seenby the last two le tters, he was going
inNovembe r. The nominat ion of sheriffshad not e t taken lace. and was
anxiously ex ected by many , inthe hope that it wond lessen t e influence of
5 1
33
11

3
01

1
1

2
5 uddenham and Heydon, who had hi therto beenvery powerful

in o o

A Lellr e z
‘

o S if o m£21e f rom j ustice Yelver ton.

1

moste worshypfull and best betrusted maister,
I recommaund me to yow,

thankyng yow for

manye grete gentlenesse and kyndnesse that
e hafe showed unto me, and for the grete

ease that I had of your manand your horsysalso.

As for tydyngs owte of thys contree, here ysa mar
veyllous disposed contree, and manye evylle wylled

peple to Sir Thomas Tuddenham and Heydon, and
but yif they beenputt incomfort there by themeene Of a
good shyreve and undreshyreve, theymay hafe remedye

now by the ordre of lawe, and ellys grete inconvenices
arn lyke for to folowe ther Ofi

'

. Therfor, Sir, for the

weele of all our gode contree , mewyth the Kyng, my
Lord Chaunceller,2 and all othyr Lordesasye thynk
best for thysmatier on thys behalf.
Also, Sir, yfi

’

they noysse me by thee
‘

meene of my
Lord Scalys, or by anye othyr meene

,
or by onye bylle

sewed by Brygg, or by onye othyr manby her Meir ]
craft, that it please yow to sey for me ynsavac1onOfmy
pore worshyp, whych I wote well t hey may not hurt
but they doo me wrongs, to the Kyng, my Lord Chaun
celler, my Lord of Wynchester,3 my Lord Cromewell,
and inothyr places, as ye semyth, that no credence be
goven to myne hurt yri myne absence.

1 This is
’

anendorsement onthe original MS. , which, not being addressed,
Wa
z

s

é
i

a

rohably only a copy.

rdinal Kern
3 The ce lebrategWi lliam deWaynfiete, Bishop ofWinchester.
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Also, Sir, that William Geney and Brayn, the clerks
of the Sessions

, benhastyed hedreward aswell as they
may ; and, Sir, my cousyn Paston and my brothyr

Cleere can tell yow moch more thyng that I shuld

wryte Off to yow,
and I had leyser but I shall wyth

yume short tyme sende yowmore tydyngsowte of thys
contree, by the grace of God, whych hafe yow ynhys
holye kepyng.

By your old Servaunt,
WILLIAM YELVERTON, Justice.

A.D. 1 450, Nov.

JUSTICE YELVERTON To JOHN BOCKING.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

The correspondence of this let ter with the last 15 such as to leave no doubt
that they were wr i t tenat the same period. The MS . isa contemporaneous
copy.

To my welbeloved caryn, f ofinB oekyng.

ORSHIPFULL and right welbeloved cosyn, I
comaunde me to you, prayng you to reco«

maunde me to my Maister Fastolf, and thank
hym inmy name hertily for hismanand his

hors. And also for to meve hym for that we may have
a good Shereve and a good undershereve that neythir
for good favore no fere wol returne for the Kyng, ne
betwix part ie and partie, none o thir menbut such asar
good and trewe, and in no wyse will be forsworne ;
for the pepil here is loth to compleyne til thei here
tidynges of a good shereve. And that William Jenney
and Brayne, the clerk Of the Cessions, and Thomas
Denys, benhastid hydirward as fast as thei may, and
than men supposen he nedith not to dowghtyn his
materes. And also that my cosynPastonbe so hastily
holpen in his maters that he may sone come bedir
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Maner with appurtenances inCyselond, and I have agr eed with
him for 200 marks. Don

’
t forget the bailly of Hykelyng , who

said I should forge [i .e. had forged] evidence, &c.
London, 23 Nov . 29 Hen. VI .

[An extract from the latt er part of this le tter is printed by Blomefield,
Hist. Nort

'

. iv. 388—9 (N ote

A.D. 1450, 2 8 NOV.
—ABSTRACT .

[From Add. Charter E.M.]

Power of attorney by John, Cardinal Archbishop of York, and
others, to JohnEst and others

,
including William Worcestre and

Geofl
'

r ey Sperlyng, to deliver se isinto Walter Leyhert , Bishop of

Norwich, and others, of and in the manor of Mundham, &c.—28

Nov . 29 Hen
'

. VI .

20 Seals, of wi fe/I tfiree are lost.

Endorsed by B lomefie ld S ir ohnFastolfi
"
sFeofl

'

eesRe lease, &c. , with
a reference to hisH istory of No olk, vol. ii. 762 (fol. ed.)

A.D. 1450, 2 Dec
—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phill ipps, 9735, No. 235 ]

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To S IR THOMAS, Parson of Castleoombe,

WILLIAM JENNEY, and JOHN BOKKYNG.

Thanks them for their diligence . Has respited the matter
against Wyndham touching the Lady Bardolf till next term, as

he offers to come to an agreement .1 Is ready to agree wi th all

personswho will find suflicient sur ety, except S ir Thomas Tud
enham, Heydon, and B /ken

'

ng (under lined ). Master JohnBote
wright has sent him a lett er of gr eat loss and damage done by
Tudenham and Heydonto the

“
comyn

”
of Swafi

'

ham,

“ benym
myng 600 acres lond of her comyn. Has written to my
brother Yelverton, and would write also to 111 Lord of Oxford,
but that he isso vexed in spiri t

“ in thys trouble seson, ” that at
times he cannot abide the signing and seal ing of a letter. Prays
them to see well to the accountants and auditors

’
charges.

London, 2 Dec. 29 Hen. VI .

1 Fastolf
'

s signature isplaced here , near the beginning of the le tter, after
the first paragraph.
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And because I might [not] abide till the wr iting of the mat

ters that I commanded Worcester to write, I signed the letter so
near the beginning ; but I wil l ye tender, nevertheless, my letter
and ar ticles for my most profit and avail.”

129 .

A.D . 1 450 .
—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9735, No .

Memoranda signed by S ir JohnFastolf (mutz
'

lalea
’
at tfie bead )

viz . about the Prior of Hikelyng ; that JohnUlvestonand John
Andrew be indicted for forging the office of Boyton, aswell as

for Bradwell in Suffolk; Brayu to deliver copies; if they sit in

Suffolk, to take heed of S ton
’

s matter. N icholasApleyard

will doubtlessappear to the bi of maintenance ; so the Prior and

Sacristanand S ir H . Inglose must be
“ laboured

”
to give informa

tion. Processagainst Dynne , Prentis,&c. Obl igationof 200 marks

that Brian S tapleton has in keeping. The Parson of Castle

combe to speakwith John Emond of Taverham secretly about

one 'who pretended title to Dedham , &c.

“ That ready word

come alway atwix Norwich and thisof the t idingsthat are there .

”

Matter of Margaret Brygge, &c. That Paston conce ive the

crossed letter, and say therein to my Lady Felbr igg.

”
To 5 eak

to Paston and Jenney about various matters. To spca to

Reppys
“
that he feel my Lord Scales and the Prior of Hikelyng

jointly if they will yet treat, as my Lord Scalesand my master
were agreed at Lond0n,

” &c.

[From the refe rence to Sypton
'

smat ter , it would appear that thispaper is
a lit tle be fore the two followmg inpomt of date .J

130.

A.D. 1450, 4Dee
—SIR JOHN FASTOLFTO SIR THOMAS

HowysAND JOHN BOCKING.

[From Fenn, iii .

7 b my ryg/zz
‘ trusty f r ende and servaunt

, S ir Y 7zomas,
P arson of Caste/1combe, and/ob” B ot/kyng, at P rynee
J flney rz jVorwye/z, or at B eklys.

YGHT trusty and welbelevyd servaunt, I grete

you well . And forasmoch as I undrestand
that onMonday next the oyer and terminer
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shall be holdenat Beklys, and ye avysento sende yow
a certificat for cause of the forged quy taunce by Sir
John Sypton, whych wrytyng I scende you by the

berer here of, prayng you that ye solicit to my councell
that the said Sir JohnSyptonbe endited thereuppon,
and that ye foryete not Ulveston, Andreus, and the

othyrs that forged a fals office 1 to cast my maner of
Bradwell yn to the Kyngs hand .

Item, I sende you a copie of Sibietonple and quy
taunce forged to grounde your bille by it.
N0 more for haste, but God kepe you. Wryt at

London, iiij. day of December, anno xxix° regni Regis
H . VI .

Item , Sir JohnBukk, Parsonof Stratford, physshed
my stankys at Dedham, and holp brake my damme,
destroyed my new m ille , and was ayenst me al lwey
at Dedham, to the damage of which may be en
dyted allso.

I tem, he and JohnCole hath by force thisyeer, and
othyr yeers, take out off my watersat Dedham, to the

nombre of xxiiij. swannysand signetts, and I pray you
thysbe not foryeted. J . FASTOLF.

13 1.

A .D. 1450, 5 Dec—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No.

S IR JOHN FASTOLFTO S IR THOMAS, Parson of Castlecombe,
and JOHN BOKKING

,
inhaste, at Princes Inn, inNorwich.

As the oyer and terminer in Suffolk is to be onMonday next,
desires them to get S ir John Syptonindicted for forging the false
acquittance, and Bury his advocate also. Has in uired of his

tenantsat Dedham who were the chief counsel of reaking his

mill-dam, and they say S ir John Squyer was chi ef, but John
Waryuwas of counsel and court

-holder there also S ir JohnBuk,
Parson of S tratton, who fished his stanks, &c. John Cole of

S toke has also takeninyearspast more than twenty of hisswans
Let them be presented . The late Parson of Cotton got Ff :
late baill y, Henry Holm (now dead), ledged out by false repre

of the sufficiency of hisbail
}
:&c.

London, 5 Dec. 29 Hen. VI .

1 S ee p. 1 64, Note I .
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matersmay be called upponof the new,
and dew pro

cesse had asferre as justice and gode concience wolle.

Item, it ysso, as I undrestand, that the Lord Scalys
woll be at Lynne thysCristmasse, and at the oyer and
terminer halden there, and Sir ThomasTuddenham
and Heydonwolle appere, of which I am well content ;
and it ys lyke that grete labour and speciall pursute

shall be made to the Lord Scalys that he wolle meyn
teyn the said Tuddenham and Heydon in all he can

or may, and thus I have herd sey. Wherfor such per
sones as have founde hem soore greved by extorcion
as I have ben, and have processe or wolle hafe pro
cesse before the Commissioners, they most efi

‘

ectuelly
labour to my Lord Oxford, and to my brothyr Z e lver
ton, Justice, that they wolle as ferre as justice, reson,
andconciencedo that justicemay[be] egalliemynistred,
and not to wythdrawe theyr couragez well sett from the

pore peple for and they hald not the hand well and
stedfast yn thys mater from hens forth whyle it shal l
dure, as they have herebefore, the pore peple and all

the grete part of both shyresof Norfi
'

olkand Suffolk be
destroyed. For it shewyth well by what manyfold
undewemenysof extorcionthey have lyved ynmyserie
and grete pouverte by manye yeerscontynewed that the
moste par t of the comyners have litill or nought to
meynteyn their menage and housold, me to pay the

Kyngs taskys, nothyr theyr rents and servises to the

Lordz they be tenantsuntoo, as it shewy th daylie to
all the world

,
whych ys overe a grete pitie to thynk.

And when the said pore peple have be by such injuries
overladd and so undoon, nedz most the gentlemen
that have they pore lyvelode amongs hem be gretely
minisshed and hyndered of their encrese and levyng.

Item, where as I undrestand by a lettre sent to me
from my welbelovyd frende Maister JohnBotewryght,
that grete extorcionhave be donby the officers of the
duchee in takyng awey cxl . acrespasture at Swaffam,

whych ys of the Kyngs demeynz and of hys enherit
aunce asof the duchee Of Lancaster, forwhych pastures,
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yff it com not ynne ayen, it woll be grete disheritaunce
to the Kyng, and fynell destruccion of the tenauntes

there, for whych the said Maistre Johndesyryth and

prayeth of remedie yn the name of all the toune of

Swafi
’

am. As to thys such as wold here the encrese

and well fare of hym,
of hys parysshons, and 06 all

thoose mysdonuntoo, most by the avice of som lerned

man to put theyr oppressions and grevaunces inwryt

yng, well grounded, and as the trouth of the mater ys,
and that the said wrytyng or bille may be enseled wyth
the seles of such gentlemen that have lyv ebode there,
and wyth the men that be cowthest knowen,

1
and that

wrytyng so enseled to be directed to the Kyng, and to
the Lordz of hys Councell. And then it ys and woll
be of more credence to the Kyng and the Lordys then
a simple lettre. And thysdoonwyth the labours that
they may make there in shewyng theyr grevaunces to

the Commissioners; and the seid grevaunces shewed
also here amongs the Kyng and the Lordz , it ys ver

rayly to thynkthat they shall be purveyd of a remedie.

And foryetenot to sende orwryte toMaisterBotewryght

ingoodly haste of thys ar ticle wyth your correccion to
be had where the avertisementesof you and my frendz

that have more particuler knowlege ynsuch maters.

Item, I have grete mervaylle that yong Jenney, whych

ysofmy Lord Cromewell councell , and Robert Ledam,

also ofi
”

hys councell, and hys
.

man be not spoke with
there

,
that they doo not attaine an accion ayenst Sir

ThomasTudden[ham],Heydon, and JohnGent,whyche
have and wold dayly labour to disseisse my Lord
Cromewell of aknyghtenservice inSaxthorp, which ye
haveryghtsuffisaunt evidensesbyanendenturesof Kyng
Edward iijcl dayes enseled, as of Kyng Herry dayes
the iiijthe , that -the seid maner ys hald by the iiijthe part
of a knyz t fee

2
_

of my Lord Cromewell as of the maner
of Tateshale. And the seid Tuddenham and Heydon

wold after theyr voulente have it hald yn meenof the

1 Most pub licly known.

9 A knight ’5 fee was anamount of land sufficient tomaintainaknight, and
held subject to a knight

'

5 service.
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maner of Hetersete,whych sufii cient evidenses that ye
have specifyeth no thyng 500. And I have lost xx“

yeerly ynapprowement
1
of my chatell, for cause my

Lord Cromewell, throw neglicence of hys officers in
Norfib lk, have not meynteyned hys ryght. And there
as JohnBokkyng seith that JohnJenney hath no com

maundment of my Lord to pursue hysryght, it shewyth
ofi

’

reson that seth he ys of hys councell in especiall
for that shyre, he ought doo hys ryz t to be savyd and

kept of hys dewtee. And thertoo he knouyth well
that my said Lord hath commaunded bym dyvers

tymys to take kepe hys ryz t be savyd in thysmater.
Wherfor I pray you requyre bym on my Lord ys

behalf 2 to compleyn to Justice at thysoyer [and ter
miner for a] remedie

,
and that the [bi]lle be made

yn my Lordys name. And then to. have
commaundment ryzt sone of my Lord eftsonys, and

[i.a. if ] he wolle sende unto bym by suche as goth
dayly into that contre to Tateshale. And I had send
bym hys speciall [com]maundment, had he sent me
suche word betyme whyle he was heere. I pray you
remembre ye so John Jenney and Robert Ledham as

I have no cause to [wri]te more, ne to compleynto my
Lord of theyr necligence .

I tem
,
Sir Parson, where it ys 5 00 that my cosyn

Boys ys passed to God, whoos soule God assoyle, ye

shall tynde amongesmy bokes of accomptesat Castre,
or amonges othyr wrytynges, he owed me money for
a ferm he heeld of me, asWatkynShypdam ysremem

bred ; and also I lent bym xlS whych 1 shuld have an

obligacioun at Castre ofi
’

,
praying you to inquire ofl

'

thys dewteez , and see recuvere may be made off it.
I tem, I seende a lettre at thys tyme to my cosyn

Wychyngham, to hys modre also, for a mater that
touchyth my cosyn Robert Fitzrauff ys amercement,
and the partie also . Whych lettre I woll ye breke to
undrestand my wrytyng and the substaunce off it the
more . And y pray you hertly to speke wyth the partie
1 S et p. 131 , Note 3.

9 Here begins the portioninthe Phil lippsMS.
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(On the back) - Item, I have sende 1j . lettres to my
Lord Erle of Oxford, the ton by Robson ys man, a
Squyer of my Lordys. And the grete substaunce of

the lettre ys that the issues forfeted may be sent upp
be tyme to my Lord Tresorer for there shall be none
assignment made, ne may not, till it com ynwrytyng ;
it be don, had it be sent. Grete sute ys made to

pardon it, but the Kynges Councell woll not sufi
’

re it.
The ij. lettre N icholasBokkyng beryth for excuse of

my cosyn Inglose, because grete labor hath be made
to my Lord York ayenst my cosyn Inglose and Segge
ford, that they shuld endyte the Priour ofWalsyngham

tenaunt yn Salle . Wheruppon my Lord York, nuad
vertised of the trouth, sent a lettre to my Lord Oxford
to support the Pryor ys tenaunt ayenst Seggeford
namely.

I tem, I desyre that and JohnBerney or onye man
canmete wyth Dallyng, that fals undre eschetor, in

onye place proviable, that he may by force brought
to Castre without damage of hys bodye, and there to
be kept yn hold, that he may confesse the trouth of

the fals office he forged off my maner of Tychewell.

I tem,
forasmoche as ye shall have to doonat Lynne

for my maters there as for Tychewell and othyr, ther
for I wolle that yee doo purvey of gode frendys asbe
aboute Flegg that passenyn jureez , that they may wayt
upponyow there at Lynne, and other suche trusty men
that ye canghete to spede my processe . And that ye
do hem goode chier and cost upponhem after that the
case shall requyre . I commyt thysmater to be ruled
by your wysdom, ,

that it be net forzeten.

13 3 .

A .D. 1450, 2 7 Deo—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735 , No .

Sm JOHN FAS'DOLF 7 0 JOHN BERNEY AND S IR THOMAS

Howy s.

Begs them to
_
have heed to hismatters to be sped onTuesday

after the Twelfth, especial ly to labor th
‘

e jury that wassupposed
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to
’
apast inthe office found for Tychewell , 1 that theymay appear

at Lynne, and there make a certificate before my Lord of Oxford,
and the Justice William Yelverton, that they were never privy
nor consenting to such anOffice-finding.

”
On this anactionmay

be founded against Dallyng,
“
the false har lot .

” Woul d like

Berney rewarded for his labor, if it were secretly done, andDynne

also . Ye wete what I mean. I pray you see well forth, for

A lidasapim fem ,
&c.

London, inhaste, S t. John’s day inChristmas for he cam

to Castre, and there seye myn evydence, and than made the

office therby, and for Suffolkalso, the fals ofiices found there in
likewise, &c.” You must sue him to the utmost.

[The date of this let ter is determined by the re ference made init to the
Sessionshe ld at Lynn, inthe anuary following, be fore the Ear l of Oxford
and Justice Yelverton—S ee o. r 8. At the foot of the original MS. is this
inscription Donum Rev. Fra. i lomefield. t o Dec. 1 7353 ]

A.D. 1450, 29 Dec.

MARGARET PASTON 10 JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

This letter seemsclear ly to belong to the December of the year 1450, when
the new sheriff , whose appointment had be en de layed much longer than
usual, and was e ccted Wi th so much anxie ty , had at length made his ap
pearance inNorfo k, and entered on ofii ce. A few words m the margin of

the original letter are i llegible, the wr iting having beeninjured by damp.

To my ryflz worclzepfl l fiwbomz
’

, f mfinPaston;be My:

11husbond, I recomande me to

yow. Plesyt yow to wete that I receyvyd

the lettyr that ye sent me by a manof Seynt

Mychell parysche onFryday next aftyr the

Consepcion of owyr Lad i ; 3 and anon as I had it, I
sent my modyr

4 the lettyr because of swyche materys
as longyd to hyr in that same lettyr. And sythyn that
tyme I kowd gete no massanger to Londonbut if I
wold have sent by the Scheryfys men; and I knew
I S eqNo. 1 23.
3 This, which iswrit tenafter the date , would a ar to apply to Dallyng.

3 The Conceptionof our Lady was on the 8th ecembe r.
Margare t alwaysspeaksof Agnes Pastonas her mother.
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nowthyr her mastyr nor them,
not whedyr they wer

well wyllyng to yow or not ; and therfor methowt it
had be no sendyng of no lettyr by hem .

And as for swyche materys as John Geney and

Jamys Gresham spak to me , I sped hem as well as I
kowd and they bothe told me that ye schold veryly
a benat home before Crystmas, and that causyd me
that I wrot not to yownow nonanswer. For if I had
know that ye schold not have ben at home er thys
tyme, I sebold a sent some man to yow for I thynk
ryth longe tyll I have some god tydyngys fro yow. I
fer me that i t isnot well with yow that ye be fro home
at thys good tyme. And many of yowyr contre men
thynk the same but they be hertty mow to yow

—ward,
and full fayu wold her god tydyngys fro yow. The

wer no byllys put to the Scherryf at hys beyng her,
ner non opyn playnt mad that I of no per

sone, be cawse they had so lyttyll knowlage of hys

comeyng in to thys contre . He demenyd bym full
and indeferently, as it was told me, and Yel

verton mad a fayir sermone at the Sesschyonys, and
seyd so that the Kyng was inforrnyd that ther
was a ryotows felawschep in thys contre, wer for the
Kyng wasgretly dysplesyd, and that the Kyng undyr
stood well that i t was not of ther owne mosyon, boot
of cownselyng of one or ij. that ben evyll dysposyd

folk . And also he seyd if ony manwold put up ony
byllys of compleynts of ony extorcionor brybery don

'

be ony men of thys contre to them, they wer redy
to receyve them, and to make a-kord be twyx hem ;
and if they cowd not mak the acord, that than the

sebold tak the byllys to the Kyng, and he schold set
hem thorow. And the Scheryfe seyd that he wold he

them that wold compleyne and dorste not
for fer put up ther byllys.

And Yelverton preyid the Scheryfe that if he had
for get onythyng that the Kyng seyd to hem at ther
departtyng, that he wolde rehers ther.

And than the Scheryf seyd that that
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kepyng. Wretyn in hast on Seynt Thomas day in
Crystmas.

1 By yowyr ,
MARGARET PASTON .

Her wasanevyll rewlyd felawschep yestyrday at the

schere
,
and ferd ryth fowle with the Undyr Scheryfe,

and onresnably as I herd sey.

A .D. 1 450, 2 9 Dec.

RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
The contents of this le t ter clear ly refer to the mat ter al luded to inthe post

scr ipt of the preceding le t ter of Margare t Paston, so that the date must be
the same .

I ?) my mgr/z! revermf and my moost wurscfizpf ul maystre,
my Maysz

‘
r ej ol mPaston.

IORT wurshipfull and my mooste reverent
mastre, I recomaunde me unto your goode
maystreship. Like you to witte that onChil
dremasse daye 2 there were moche people at

Norwich at the shire, be cauce it was noyced in the

shire that the Undresheriff had a writt e to -make a
newe aleccion wherfore the people was greved be
cauce theyhad laboredso often,seying to the Sheriff that
he had the writte

, and pleynly he shulde not a wey
unto the tym e the wr itte were redd . The Sheriff 3

answerd, and seyd that he had no writte, nor west who
had i t. Herupponthe people peacyd, and stilled unto
the tyme the shire was doone, and after that doone,
the people called uppon bym ,

“ Kylle hym ! Heede

[bdmza
’

] bym 1
”
And so JohnDam , with helpe of other,

gate bym out of the schire-hows, and with moche

1 The day of S t. Thomasof Cantee (Becke t 29th December.
3 a8th Decembe r. 3 ohnJermyn.
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labour brought bym unto Sporyer Rowe ;
1
and ther

the people mett a yenst bym,
and so they a voided

bym unto an hows
,
and kept fast the dore unto the

tyme the meyer wassent fore, and the Sherif, to strenght
hym, and to convey hem awey, or ell he had he slayne .

Wherfor divers of the thrifty mencame to me, desiryng
that I shulde wr itte unto your maistreship to lete you
have undrestandyng of the gidyng of the people, for
they be full sory of thistrowble and that it plese you
to sende hem your advice how they shal be gided and

rwled, for they were purposed to a gathered anc . or

cc. of the thriftyest men, and to have come up to the
Kyng to lete the Kyng have undrestandyng of ther
mokkyng. And also the people fere hem sore of you

and Mastre Berney,
2 be cauce ye come not home.

Plese you that ye remembr the bill I sent you at

Hallowmesse for the place and londsat Boytonweche
Chesemanhad inhisferme for v. mark . Ther wol no
man have it above xlvjs viijd'

,
for Alblastre and I

have do as moche therto aswe can, but we cannot

go a bove that. And yet we cannot lete it so for this
yere, with owte they have it for v . or vj. yere. I wrote
to your mastreship herof, but I had nonanswre ; when
for I beseche you that I may have an answere of this
be l elthe, for and we have ananswre of thisbe that
tyme, we shall enfeffe hem with all

, &c.

My right wurshipfull and my moost reverent maistre ,
Almyghty Jesu preserve you, and send you the victorye
of your elrnyes, as I truste to Almyghty Jesu ye shall.
Wretenat Norwich onSeyu Thomasdaye after Criste
masse daye.

Your pore servant and bedman

1 S irrier Row, as I am informedby Mr. L
’

Estrange , was what is nowca l l LondonS tree t .
9 Probably Philip Berney, uncle to JohnPaston’swife,
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RICHARD CALLE TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS B.M.]
The date of this let ter isuncertain. I tscontentsare mere matter of busi.

ness, and as re lat ing to the same farm ment ioned in the last , might be sup

Ei
sed to be long to the sam e y ear, especial ly as in the last Cal le mentions

ving writ tento Paston on the subject “
at Hal lowmass.

”

The re is. how
ever , a discrepancy in the value assigned for the farm , and , what is stil l more
fatal to the date 1450, it would seem JohnPastonwas at home , and not in
Londoninthe beginning of November.
To my moost reverent and wursbépflul mastre, my Master 7ab z

Paston of flu: Enm r Ykmple, 1112
'

s be delyvered.

Plesith your maystership to undrestande that as for the ferme

that Chesemanhad inBoyton, that isto sey, xl . acre lond erable,
j . medwe, and other smale parcell, payng yerly for it weche

I cannot lete the xl . acre lond abowe xl . comb barly or x13 . , and

ye tobere al chargesof the reparaucionand fense aboute the place,
weche shulde be gret cost . The lond is so out of tylthe that a

nedes[zm eat/z, z
’

. a , scarcely] any manwol geve any thyng for it .
Ther canno man lete it to the walwe that it was lete before , and

that I reporte me to my master, S ir ThomasHowys, not be gr et

gold. Wherfore I wol not do therin unto the tyme that I have
answere from your mastership, weche I beseche you it may be

hast. And asfor Spitlynges, I have lete som of the 10nd insmale

parcell, because I cowde gete no fermor for it . And as for S ir

T. H . , ingood feythe I fynde [him] weele disposed inall thynges,
excepte for S ir W. Chamberleyn for Rees in S tratton. And so

the blissid Tr inite preserve and kepe you from all adversite .

Wrete at Blofeld, the Thorsday next after Hallowmesday.

Your pore servaunt and bedman,
R . CALLE.

13 7 .

SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M.]

This is a mere fragment , containing nothing but the postscript of a le tter,
the date of whi ch must be e ithe r towardsthe end o f the year 1450, or the beg in
ning of

145 1 . A passa e to the same e ffect wil l be found Ina le t ter of Fas
tolf 5 , wri t tenon the 7 t January 145 1 .

Item,
that Sir JohnIngelose and the Meyer be spoke

to for here worship that the man weche that herd
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pleyned by many and grete horible billesagayncerteyn
personesshuld not be shewid at this next Sessionsat
Lenn, ne ferther inthe said Comission, which, if i t so
were, asGod defend, myght cause a latter errour wurs
than the first.
I pray yow, therfore, that ye wole write to me your

disposicion how ye purpose to be demened, and how
I shal take yow for th

’

execucion of the KyngsComis
sion, and the pupplikwele of all the shire ; and aftir

that that ye write to me, so wole I take yow,
latyng

yow wete that I were lothe to labour ferther but if I
wist that the Commons shuld be easid asCodds law
wold and if ony errour grow, the defaute shal not be
founde inme .

I pray yow more over to gif credence to the berer
her of, and the Trinite kepe yow. Wretynat Wynch,
the second day of January.

THE ERLE OF OXENFORD.

'

13 9 l

A.D. 145 1 (P) 2 Jan.

THE EARL OF OXFORD TO SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From PastonMSS ., B .M.]

Thisle tter, which is dated at the same place and onthe same day as the
preceding , was probably writ tenin the same year

Tr) my mglzt trusty and z
'

fltz
'

edy weléelowa
’
S z

'

r f o/m
Fasto”; Knygfit.

IGHT trusty and intierly welbeloved, I grete

yow wele, and pray yow to be right sadly
advysed of me contynue of a bille of instruc
cion closid her ynne ; and therupon, as I

trust yow, to comonwith suych my Lordsof the Kyngs
Councell as be present now at this tyme, in especiall
my Lord Chaunceller, and that ye wole ser d me ih
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struccyonagaynOf their avise
,
and how I shal demene

me. And the Trinite preserve yow. Wretyn at

Wynch, the second day of January.

THE ERLE OF OXENFORD.

A.D. 145 1 , aJan.

JOHN BOCKING TO WILLIAM VVAYTE.

[From Fenn, iii. 134 ]
The evidence onwhich this let te r has beenassigned to the year 145 1 will

be seenina foot-note.

7 1) I/Vz
'

llz
'

am Way te.

TH feithful and welbelovyd brother, Wiliam
Wayt e, I comaunde me to yow as the lord

may to his tenant, praying you effectualy to

recomaunde me to my singuler gode mayster
and yours, excusyng me that I write not to bym , for I
dar not envolde me in the same . And as for tydyngs

her, I certifye you that all isnowght, or will be nowght .
The Kyng borweth hes expense for Cristemesse the

Kyng of Aragon,1 the Due Of Myleyn,
2 the Duc of

Ostrich,3 the Duc of Burgoyn
4 wolde benassistent to

us to make a conquest, and nothyng isaunswered, ner
agreed inmaner, save abydyng the grete deliberacon
that at the last zall spill all to goder, &c.

The ChiefYistice 5 bath waited to benassauted all

this sevenyght nyghtly inhes bous, but nothing come

1 Al fonso V.

2 Francis S forza, one of the most able and successful generals of the t ime .

He wasa so ldier of fortune , of peasant origin, and succeeded to the Duchy ot

M ilanby hisma rr iage wi th B ianca Maria, natural daughter of Phil ip Maria
,

the preceding Duke , whose interests he had at one t ime opposed as gene ral
of a league formed by the Pope and the Vene tianand Florent ine Republics
against the Duchy .

3 A lbert , surnamed the Prodigal, brother of the Empe ror Frederic III.
4 Phi lip the Good.

5 S ir JohnFortescue.
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as yett, the more pite, &c. On ay r and a
’
a

’

ermz
’

zzer
l

goth in to Kent
,
and Commissionersmy Lord the Due

of York, Bouchier, my mayster,2 that will not come
there

,
a
’
e prodia

’

om
’

bur
, &c.

, but Kent praeth hem to

hang no menwhen thei come.

O ther tydyngs as yett can I non tell you, save
Ulveston is Styward of the Mydill Inne, and Isley of
the Imi er Inne, be cause thei wold have ofii cz for

excuse for dwellyng this tyme from her wyves, &c.

Sir T . T .

3 lost hes primer at the Tour H ill, and sent
hisman to seche [f eta/10”it, and a good felawwyshed
hit inNorfi

’

olk, so he wold fetch hit there, &c. Men

ween that Norffolkmenwer hardier thanne thei be.

God graunte, and at the reverence of God help too
that an outas‘ and clamour be made upon the Lord
Scalez

,

5 preying bym for well of the cuntre
,
neyther

susteynner help bym ner Heydoninno wyse, and that

ye crye uponmy mayster and yours that he obeye not
the syrcorar asyett, asye may sebe heslettre
from my mayster, rudely and inhast be me endited, of
which I pray excuse, &c. And pray Blake 6 to do
Swafham mensey sum what to the matier.
I wote well T . and H .

7 wil not come there at this
tyme, as it is verily reported, &c. M itre mpz

'

m tem
,

690 5 . Brayn and I shalbe with you on Saturday nest
at evyn, with the grace of Jesu, to whom I be take you.

Inhast
,
at London

, the ijde day of Januar.

By J . Boov o.

1 A commission of and termme r for Kent and Sussex was issued 111

Decembe r 14 0 to Ric a ,rd D
H
Uke o ork, Lord Bourchier , Sir JohnFastolf,

and others. atent Ro ll, 29 Hen. VI. p. 1 , m. 16 mdom
2 Sir
J
ohnFastolf , whose servant Booking was.

3 Sir homasTuddenham.

An .outcry
5 S ee p. 1 72.
6 E lsewhere mentioned asbailifi

'

of Swafi
'

hasn
7 Tuddenham and Heydon.
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and forget not that Dallyng be had before my Lord and Yel

verton, and make his confession before hem, &c. And le t the

great men that have most matters against [him] he lp somewhat
to thisgood end.

”

A .D. 145 1 , 28 Jan—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No .

S IR J. FAe LF
'

r o S IR THos. HowvsAND JOHN BERNEv at

Castre, inhast ; or at his place inPokethorp, at Norwich .

Master Hue Acton has beenwi th him for the new evidences
enseal ed for the manor of Mundham, which F . has sold to the

use of the Chur ch of S t . Giles that he ismast er of
,
&c. Thanks

them for what they have done for him in his causes before the

Commissioners of oy er and terminer at Lynne , &c. Hears

Appulz erd
’
ssonexpects the inquest of Mancroft inNorwich to be

reversed . Spea k to my cousin Inglose about this. Fastolf ’s
audit books. My cousinJohnBerney putsme ingreat comfort by
see ing to the safeguard of my place inmy absence. Would be

sorry he shoul d be injured by having respited his entry into Roke
lond Toffts at my request .
Make friends in Norwich against Easter when the oy er and

term iner is to be held again, for I must proceed in the matter

against Appulzerd.

London
,
28 Jan. 29 Hen. VI .

Begs them to send his grain and malt ina good vessel, well
accompanied, with a good wind, as he hashad great lossesbefore .

Speak to the Mayor of Norwich about Appulzerd
’
smatter ;

“ for

there was no city inEngland that I loved and trusted most upon,
till they did so unkindl y to me and against truth in the Lady
Bardolf smatter.

[This le t ter is re ferred to by Blomefle ld
.
(Hist. of Norfi iv. 388 , Note

g
nd
év
i

i

o s

p
ort extractsare givenfrom the beg inning , relating to the Hospital of

t . 1 es.

A .D . 145 1 .
—MEMORANDA FOR PROSECUTIONS.

[From PastonMSS .

,
E.M.]

paper be long to the ear ly part of the ear 145 1 whenit was ro

posed to indict Tuddenham and Heydonat Norwi
ych.

P
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P r esentations fame offi mo
’
w inaua

’

z
'

efldo at

OR as meche as the oyer ami termyrzor is thus
restreynyd, not vythstandyng the wrytyngs

and all the materis utterid be my Lord of

Oxenford, but if ther folow sumwhat lyke to
the perell lyke to be conceyved be maters that so wem
utterid and be the seyd wrytyngs, ellis shall it gretly
sowndyn ageyns the worchep and the weel of all the

personys, lordis, and other that eyther have wretenor

utterid owght, and lyke wyse of hem inwhos name
seche materis hath ben utterid, $ 00 that hereaftyr,
whan t hey have ryght gret nede to be herd, and to be
wel spedde, they shul the rather fayle thereof bothen,
and here enemyes the heyer up and the more bold,&c.

And therfore hereinmenmust hold fote asmanhod woll
wyth wysdom ; and ellis noozirsz

'

mus error pej or pr z
'

or z
'

.

I tem
,
in the cyte of Norwyche must the falshodys

and the fals getyngs of good ther donbenfowndyn,
and thow summmatersbennot presentable, or peraven
ture inseche forme not corigyble ther, yet so that the
mater inthe selfbe orible and fowle, and so that summe
other be sufficient, yet it semyth summe menbest that
all go forthe and be taken, and namely [especially ] in
thiswerd [wor ld ] that now is, &c.

I tem
,
in lyke wyse must it be in the shier, ther me

thynkyt it is reson that my Lordyssett bothe the day
and the place of the Sessions, and all menkepe that
wem the robberis at Gresham and to Plumstede, the

shippyng of wolle ageynthe statute, that is felonye, and
the lycence than, if ony be, ther shull come to lyght
and disputed, and I suppose veryly be other statutes
and be lawe fownde voyde, and the leveryes that Hey
donhatht yoven to hem that am not hese menyall
men.

Item, the presonment of JohnPorter of Blykelyng
1 This tit le is takenfrom a contemporaneous endorsement.
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I tem, the presonment of JohnLangmanof Swafham .

Item, the presonment of Robert Patgrysof Burnham .

Item, the extorcions inher cortes.

Item, the prisonynge of Dallynge, and of hese obli

gacion mad to Sir ThomasTodenham,
and howe he

was presonyd at Norwyche, at Thetforthe, at Lynne,
and also of many other that bendonsoo too.

Item, to remembreT . Denyesof the tale thatFynche
ham told whanhe cam born for Sir T . Todeham,

that
he be ware therof, &c.

I tem,
for to indyte Pryntys of a voluntary eschete

that where on Symond Hamond of Patesle wheche

was indyted of felonye, and because of hese goodshe
lete bym owte of the castell anno xoj o Regismwo.

Item, for to indyte the same Prentys and William
Goodwen of Swafham for the robbynge of Geffrey
Sowle.

Item
,
the same Prentys and Goodwyn robbed

Thomas Irynge of Myleham aw lo xx" Regismmo.

Item,
the same Prentys toke of Wylliam Dallynge

at Norwyche v. mark for smytynge of of hese feteris
whanhe was there inpresonamzo xix” Regis uum

'

.

Item, to indyte the baly of Swaffham, T . Todenham ,

Heydon, Prentys, of felonye asexcercarys[accessor ies].
I tem, to speke to Feraris for hese mater at Thym

yng. Item, to indyte a cowper at Geyton wheche

slow a tenaunt of Danyell at Geyton. Hese name is

ThomasDowce that was slayn and ther kanno man .

indyte hym , for Sir T . Todenham maynteynyth bym,

and therfore he were worthy to be indyted asexcercary,
amzo xxo" Regisnunc.

Item, to indyte Heydon
,
because he rydyth armyd

ayens the statute and the commyssionof the peas.
I tem,

for takyng awey of John of Berneys habor
jounat Walsyngham .

Item,
to inquere what they dede to Alexaunder

Reve of Cokely Clay.

Item,
what they dedyn to Shragger, and to hese

sone, for they stokked bym and hese sone at Swafham .
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On the backof this document occur the fol lowing further memoranda intwo
columns

Mater : ster id to hur t of bot/z Ambz
'

dexter .

‘

S ir JohnFastolf,
B isshoppisWit.
The Priour of Norwich,
The Cite.

The Abbot of Wendlyng, Est
’

The Cite.
The Abbot of Leiston, Est

’

Wil liam Jeney.

Gregory Guybon,
Perpom

JohnTatleshale,
Robert Mortymer .

The Lady Bardolf,
S ir JohnFastolf.
The Lord Moleyns,
JohnPaston.

145 .

A .D. 145 1 .

OPPRESSIONS OFTUDDENHAM AND HEvDON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]
Thispaper no doubt be longs to the sa me period as the last .

HESE be namesof men that arne myschevesly
oppressed and wronged be Sir T . Tuden

ham and Heydonand here adherentes

Gregorius Gybon.
Joh . Maryot.

Ferrets.

Trenchemer.

Joh. Jenney, Senior.

Joh. Damme.

Nicholaus Grome .

1 Thisterm isapp lied to a jur or who rece ivesmoney Of bo th par ties ina suit.
1 Thisabbreviated word isprobably Est r ea t , indicatingthat an extract or

official copy of the indictment had beenmade . B lankinMS.

Dux Norff. Stockton,
Dux Sufi

“

. Est
’
.

Ed . Wynter,
JohnMariot.

Ferrers,
HobbesWit. $

155“

Prior Walsyngham, Est
’

Ric. B oget.

Mondford,
Danyell. iEst

’
.

S ir JohnCurson,
2Est

’

Maister JohnSelet.
S ir John Curson, E t

’

Will . Thurton. 5
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Joh . Ode .

Joh . Knevet.

Robert Clyfton.

ThomasHypgame .

Hom inesde Swafham.

Joh. atte Howe of Helloughton.

S imonBlake.

Joh . Botwryghe, Clerk.

I tem,
many men indyted inNorfi

‘

olk Suffolk
be Tudenham and Heydon, &c.

Ric. Wryght of Saham.

A.D. 145 1 , I March.
JAMES CLovs TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]
This le t te r waswr i t ten in the spring of 145 1 , when JohnPastonhad

re~ entered Gresham.

To my r ight r everem
'
e and zourebeyfif ull Maysler , f obn

P aston, E souyer , be fieis delivered in lzast.

IGHT reverent andwurchepq Sir, I recomand
me to you,besechyng you to wete thatWhar les
told me that Partrych seid that hislord

I kuewe
wele that ye were entred pesibilly inthemaner

ofGresham where fore, he seid, thowthe tenauntesand
fermorspay you the rentsand fermes the tyme that ye
be in possession, hisseid lord, thow he entre ageyn,
wuld never aske it them. Item

, the seid Partrych seid
toWharles that his lord wull come downbym self and
entre inthe seid maner within short tyme. Wharles
wull not discharge your baly of xxvjs. and viijd. ,

which
he toke the seid baly enseled in a purs. The seid
Wharles told mymayster, Johnof Berney, at the court,
that he repented bym that he payd you any peny till
he had h e distreyned and he seid than pleynly that
he wull nomore pay t ill he were distreyned. I have be

1 Lord Molyns.

o
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there d ivers tymes for to distreyn hym, and I cowde
never do it but if[unless] I wuld a distreyned bym inhis
moders hous

,
and there I durst not for her cursyng.

The baly of the hundred told me thatWhar les spake
to bym incashe had be distreyned that he wold have
gete bym a replevy ; and the baly bad bym kete a
replevy of hismayster and he wold serve it.
Item, the maner londs at Gresham, with othre ten

aunts londs that be fallyn in your handsbenletyn to
ferme. I cangete no tenaunte to dwell in the maner
bous. And if the rede shuld be caryed thens, the
tenaunts

’

shuld thynk that ye fered sum new entre, and
it shuld sore discomfort hem,

for thei whisshed whan
it was caried to the maner that it had be leyd ther
thuspesibly ij. yer afore. Asfor the obligacyon that

ye shuld have of the parsonof Cressyngham ,
he seth

he cam never at Cressyngham syth he spake with you,
and that he be beste it you not till Fastyngong.

1 His
horsbenstolyn, and therfore he

’

may not ryde.

Item, Gonnore kept a court at Routon the Thurs
day

2 next after Seynt Mathy
3 the Appostell, and it was

told me that Bettes was ther with bym wherefore I
rode theder. And be cause that it was a fraunchised
town and within the Duchye,

4
and also that Gonnor

had gret rewle in the seid town, I toke with me the
baly of the hundred and set bym with me inmy Lord
of Norffolkswarant, and thanyede into the court ther
asGonnor and Betteswem . The seid baly told Gonnor
of thiswarant, and Gonnor

‘

rebuked hym so that he
durst not a rest the seid Bettes. Than I toke it up
onme and arested bym myself as he sate be Gonnor.

Gonnor desired than to se m warant, and I shewed
it bym,

and he seid he wold o ey it as the lawe wold.

And he proferyd me suerte, men of the seid town of

Routon. ThanI told hym,and if] hewold be bownd
hym selfwith othre I would agre ther to, but I wuld have
no shipmen that had nought, ner such menthat rought
1 Fast ingong, or Shrove Tuesday,

fe l l upon the th March in 145 1 .
9 esth February .

3 S t . at thias, whose ay was the 24th February
4 The Duchy of Lancaster.
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he shuld not occupy his lyme kyll ner no lond that he
had inRouton and he mad his avaunte whan I was

gon, if that I had not brought the baly of the hundred
with me I shuld never have go thens and yet, not

withstandyng that I brought the baly with me, and the i
had wust where myn hors had stond I shuld have be
wele betyn. All this language had thei whan that I
wasgon.

I tem, the seid Gonnor seid after that I wasgon to
the tenaunts of the seid town, that his supersediaswas
noght, and as for the rescuse, he shuld purvey a

mene to excuse it. Where fore and i t pleasyd you to
send my mastresword how that I shuld be demened

with the seid Bettes, and wheder that ye wuld I shuld
a rest bym ageyn or nought , and to purvey such a
mene for Gonnor that he myght ley his bost, it shuld
be gret comfort to all yowr frendesand tenauntes ther
abowtyn.

Item
,
I have be at my mayster Stapiltonwith your

writtes, and he made it right straunge for to ensele hem.

He seid that he knew of nown such inquiscion takyn
at Swafham beforn hym he seid if it were presented
ther, it was presented in his absens, whill that he was
inhis inne wherfore he seid he wold not ensele hem
till he sey the bokes. Whan I had answeryd hym ther
to, than he seid he wold comown with my mayster
Yelvertonher of whan he come home

,
and till he had

spok wi th bym he wold not ensele hem. I told bym
mymayster Yelvertonhad enseled hem . Thannhe seid
he knew not my mayster Yelvertonseale . He shewed
it to Gonnor, and asked bym wheder it was his seall

or noght . Gonnor seid it was his sealle . Than my
mayster Stapilton brake ought of this mater and

spake to me of the a restyng of Bettes and makyng of

afi
‘

ray up on Gonnor. He seid Gonnor cam to hym

to compleynup onme . I told bym that Gonnor had
enformed bym as it plesyd bym ,

for I had yove hym
no cause to compleyn of me

,
and if it pleased bym to

her myn excuse he shuld fynd me in no defaute.
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Whanhe had herd myn excuse, he cowde not blame
me. Meche othre langage we had, for I was with
hym ner an ower . Than he asked me wheder the

inquisicionwas takenbe fore the justice of the peas or
the justice of the oyer delermyrzer . I told hym be for
the justic of the peas, for I seid it was the cessyons of

the peas at Swafham. Than he bad me put up my
warants

,
for he seid he wold not ensele hem till he had

comowned with my maister Yelverton. I told bym it
shuld not nede to comownwith mymayster Yelverton,
ner labor hym therfore, for I seid it myght not hurt
thow he enseled hem not ; for I seid the writts were
executed, and that the sherefi

'

had mad ought warants
of them , and his warants were executed, and so the

seid writts shuld stand you in litill avayll, save only
,
I

told hym, ye desiryd his sealle, because it was fownd
before othre lordswith bym,

and that he stode in the
feste of the said writts, and that wascause ofmy comyng
theder. Than he wend I had comyn for to assayn

hym, for forthwith he enseled hem, but me thynkbe his

langage he hath be labored of the toder part .
Item

,
and it pleased your gode maystershep to gete

of mymayster Yelvertona supersedias for JohnOsborn
and anothre for me. We suppose that Gonnor and

Betteswull do us arest
,
and we wuld the supersedz

'

as

that we haue ought of the Chauncery were kept t ill
more nede were . My mastres

1
recomand her to you,

and prayth you to hold her excused that she write yow
no letter, for myche of the mater that she shuld have
wrete to you I had wrete inmy letter or she knew ther
of and also she knew not of so redy a massanger as

I had. And i t plesyd your gode maystershep to send

usa pardon for to assoylynGonnor this holy tyme of

Lentyn, the rather be cause of this gret bulle,2 we shuld
leve in the more reste and peas

,
and kepe the more

our pacyence thanwe do. The Holy Trynyte have

1 Margaret Paston.

1 Probably a hull of indulgence issued at the close of the year of jubilee ,
1450, for the benefi t of those who had not beenable to visit Rome that
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you it Hiskepyng. Wretynon the Monday next after
Seynt Mathie 1 the Appostell, inhast.

Your pore servaunte,
JAMES GLovs.

A .D . 145 1 , 2 March.

JAMES CLovs TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS ., E.M.]

From what it mentions about Gonnor , this le t te r w il l be seen to be of the
same year as the last. The fears entertained of Heydonrecove ring his influ
ence are also indicative of the spring of 145 1 . The le t ter isslight ly muti lated
inthe marginat the bot tom.

To my r zjgbl r ever e/l l and wurebqofidl maysler , f ob”
Paston

,
E sguyer , be ibis deliver ed inbast.

IGHT reverent andwurchepfullSir, I recomaund
me to you, prayng you to wete that I have
labored diversmen that ben enpaneld atwix

my mastres, your moder, and Wyndham .

2

Ther be many of them woll do her parte, and ther ben
summe that wull not passe ther upon

,
for thei benaferd

that the werd [wor ld] shuld turne. I t is noysed in
Norwhich that myLord of Oxenford,mymaysterYelver
ton, and ye, and John Damme shuld be endited in
Kent for mayntenaunce of the oyer delermyrzer inNor

Holk ; and this, with othre feryth sore menof Norwhich.

I trow my mastreswrityth to you here of more clerly.

Item, Wyndham hath be d ivers tym esat my mastres

Cler, and mad bym erands to her, and told her that he
was sued in my mastres, your moders name but he

supposyd that she knew not there of. He thought that

ye and JamesGresham had do itnu malyce, my mastres
your modersunknowyng. But whan he knew that I
labored the enqueste, than he sent my mastres Clere
word how that he knew wele that it wasmy mastres

1 St . Mat thias. H isday was the e4th February.

1 JohnWyndham, Esq . of Fe lbrigg .
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A.D . 145 1 , 3 March.

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

It wi ll be seenthat this le t ter containsa distinct reference to the last which
was writ ten the day before it . Indeed, the information contained in this
le t ter 15 near ly all ant icipated m that of Gloys.

To my f it/z wursf qf ull fiasbond, [onPa lm .

ITH worchipfuu hosbond, I recommawnd me

to yow, praying you to wete that ther is a
gr et noyse in this town, that my Lord of

Oxforth and Yelverton and ye ben endytid

in Kent for mayntenyng of the oyer deterrnyner
and JonDame is endytyd ther also of treson, be cawse
that he dede Heydon endytyn

1
of treson for takyng

downof the quarter of the man. And the pepyll that
ben ayens Ser ThomasTodenham and Heydon ben
sore aferd be cawse of thisnoyse, and of other langage
that ishad bothe in this town and in the contre, that
these seyd Todenham and Heydon shuld benas well
at ese, and have as grett rewill as ever they hadde.

JamysGloys tellith me that he hath sent yow word
of Heydonys horsand of other thyngs, mor of whiche
I was purposid to asent yow word of. The Holy
Trinyte have yow in kepyng. Wretyn at Norwiche,
the Weddenysday next after Seynt Mathy.

2

14 9 .

A.D. 145 1 (P) [2 2 March].
MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 238 ]
The date of this le tter 15 quite uncer tain. Fennassigns it to the yw 1454

6whenLent beganvery late, as it is evident the herrings and ee ls ref

t e. , caused Heydonto be indicted.
2 St . Matthias—S et p. 198, Note 1
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we re intended asprovisionfor that se ason. This conjecture may be correct

but it must be noted that John Pastonwas at home at Norwich , 1f not tnthe

beginning of Lent, at least on the fourth Sunday of Lent in1454. Moreove r,
if the date of this let ter, Monda next after S t. Edward,

”
meansaft er the

1 8th March, which was the da of t. Edward the King and Mar

a
t , the year

1 5 1 would suit rather be tter 1454 for , inthe former year , e Monday
er S t. Edward

’

s day would be the 2 2d of March , and Ash Wednesday the

roth, while in the lat ter the Monday after S t. Edward would be the asth , and

AshWednesday the 6th, so that the provisionof herringswould be late .

To my r zggrbt wurebzpf z dl busbond, f obnPaston, be lbz
’

s

GHT wurchipful] hosbond, I recomawnd me

to yow,
beseching yow that ye be not dis

pleasid with me, thowmy symplenesse cawsed

yow for to be displeasid with me. Be my
trowth, it isnot my will nother to do ne sey that shuld
cawse yow for to be displeasid ; and if I have do, I am
sory therof, and will amend itt. Wherefor I beseche

yow to forgeve me, and that ye bere none hevynesse
inyour hert ayensme, for your displeasansshuld be to
bevy to me to indure with.

I send yow the roll that ye sent for, inselyd, be the
brynger her of ; it was fownd in your trussing cofor.

As for hering, I have bowt an horslode for iiijS~ vjd

I cangettnone ell[eels] yett; asfor dr z
'

zzbables],
ther ispromysid me somme

,
but I myt not gete it yett.

I sent to Jone Petche to have an answer for the wyn
dowis, for she myt not come to me . And she sent me

word that she had spoke therof to Thomas Ingham, and

he seyd that he shuld speke with yow hymself, and he

shuld accord with yowwel jnow,
and seyd to her it was

not her part to desyr of bym to stop the lyts and also

he seyd itt was not his parte to do itt, be cawse the
place ishisbut for yeris.

And as for all other eronds that ye have commandid

for to be do, thei shal be do als sone as thei may be
do. The blissid Trynyte have yow in his keping.

Wretynat Norwyche, on the Monday next after Seynt
Edward. Yowris,

M. P .
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A .D. 145 1 , 30 March .

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

This let ter , like several of those preceding , speaks of a juncture inwhich i t

wasexpected that Tuddenhamand Heydonwou ld regainthei r influence. The
adherents of Lord Molyns were also in hopes that he would short ly be in

Norfo lkand re enter Gresham. The date must therefore be 145 1 .

To my rnl wurcbepfidl busbond,f obb Paston, [be]y ezg
in tbe l mzer Tempz

'

ll
,
be tbz

’

s delivered inbasl .

GHT wurchepfull husbond, I recomaund me
to you, prayng you to wete that mynunkyll
Phylyp Bem ey

1 wasat Lynne this last weke,
and he was at inne at the baylyfi

'

es hows of

Lynne, and Partrych
2 came in to the same place whill

mynunkyll was ther. And the seid Partrych waswele
aqueyntyd with the balyfl

‘

e
,
and the balyffe told hym

that he sent a letter to the Lord Molyns, and that the
Lord Molyns had sent hym another letter, letyng hym
wete that he purposyd hym to be at Lynne thesweke.

ThanPartrych seid that he bad word that the seid lord
purposyd hym to be ther at that tyme but he seid
summe mensupposyd that he wuldnot come here and

the balyfi
'

e seid that he was right glad that he shuld

come into this countre . Onof mynunkyll men herd
all this langage, and told it mynunkill. The baly ner
Patrych knewe not at that tyme what mynunkyll was

to us ward . Also I purposyd me to have sent to
Stapylton, as ye sent me word be JamesGresham,

and

it is told me that he is to London. Item, it isnoysed
abowte Gresham and all that contre that the Lord
Molyns shuld be there in hast. I tem, Gonnore had

right gret langage, and he trostyd that the word [wor ld]
shall turne sumwhat after ther entent. Othre tydynges

have we non, but that Tudenham and Heydon shuld

1 Philip
M
Berney , Esq . of Caston. He was a brother of Margaret Mauteby,

wbo was Paston
’
3 mother .

9 See p. 83, oto 1 .
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othre wrongs, and of that that the said Sir Thomas is
a comon extorcioner, the same Sir Thomasbe fore the
ryght noble, true, and pleynlord, our good and gracious
lord the Erle of Oxenford, and othre the Kyngs com

missioners of oz
'

re determyfler withynne the same shire,
the said Sir ThomasTudenham,

and othre hisservauntz

and adherentz arri indited .

Please it your noble wisdamis to conceyve that it
hath be the comon law of the land of long tyme that
if a comon theet were, inony cuntre, so often indited
or detect of so many ofi

'

encez he shuld not, by the law
of the lande, be late to baile ne meynprise, but be kept
inprison til he were put to answere of swi ch crymesas
he were so detect of. And also please your greet wis
dams to conceyve that all the Juges of the Kynges

Benche, of long and late tym e sittyng in the ir place,
laudablely han usid to comitte to prison, with oute
baile or meynprise, for a tyme, al persones that hanbe
detecte before theym of any ryot or greet cruel offence
agayn the peas, which offence myght a be subvercyon
of the law by ony liklynesse and advertisyng the greet
mischeves that this noble roialme hath Oftyn standyn

infor the greet extorcyonsand oppressions that hath
be don in the same

,

l
and how greet a subvercyon of

the lawe and of the polityk govemaunce of the land
suyeh extorcyon is and of your prudent and sage wis
dams lyke yow to make requisicion to the Kyng our
soverain Lord, and to the Lords espirituallx and tem

porelx in this present Parlement assembled, that by
the concideracion that the said Sir Thomas wold
never apere, in his persone, ne by his attum ey, at no

sesionsof oz
'

r defw'my b a
'holdeninthe said counte plese

the Kyng and Lords forsaid, to comitte the said Sir
ThomasTudenham to preson, ther to abide til in to
the tyme that he to the said inditementshath answerid,
and to the billes and compleynts of the said inhabi
tauntz in fourme of law.

1 [Origina l note here inmargin] Answer neyther to the billesne lnditeing
forse id, ne to nonof theym.
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And more over, where that the said Sir Thomas
Tudenham hath, among many othre greet wrongs, ful
synnefully causid a wri tte of assise of novel] dissessyn

1

to be brought ageynJohnAleynand xxiij othre of the
said toune

,
in the name of the Abbot of Sawtre,2 and

causid that assise to passe by perjury, as in the first
article in the rolle to this peticion annext it ismore
Opinly conteyned, please your greet wisdams, for the
reverens of God by that concideracion, that the jurry
of the said assise durst not, for drede of the horrible
manaces of the said Sir Thomas

,
othrewise do but be

for sworn ingevyng their verdite in the same assise, in
which case the said inhabitauntz , for pyre and remorce

or the ir concyencez, wer lothe to sewa wr it of atteynte,
3

to pray the Kynge and Lords forsaid to ordeyn, by
auctorite of this present Parlement, that the said writ
of assisse

,
verdit, recoverer, and the jugement ther of,

with every othre circumstaunce therof,be voide, revokd,
and adnulled, for the love of God.

4 I tem , compleyneth JohnBladsmyth of Swafha mof
that that where John, late Pryour of Penteney,

5 prede
cessor of the prior that now is

,
and the covent Of the

same place , the Munday next aftir the fest of Seynt
Mathew the Evangelist, the xiij. yeer of the kyng, our
soverain lord that now is, at Swafham forsaid, lete to
ferme to the forsaid John Bladsmyth certeyn londs,
rents, tenements, and pasture,6

15 2 .

A .D. 1 45 1 , 1 3 April. —ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, NO .

S IR JOHN FASTOLFTo S IR THos. Howys, Parsonof Castle

combe, at Castre.

Received a letter from them , 3d April, with the last account of
S ir Jo . Kyrtelyng and Intewod . Understands Rob . Norwych
1 S ee

'

p. 41 .
3 A Cistercianmonast ery inHuntingdonshire.

3 A wr it to inquire whe ther a jury gave a false verdict.
4 This is writt enonthe back.

5 Johnde Tyrlngton. He wassucceeded in 1 49 by Richard Pentney.

6 The sentence breaks of? thus abrupt ly inthehis.
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will not occupy as undersherifi
'

,
because Jenneys had given him

language not to his pleasure, and so Aleyn is to occupy, who is

not F.

’

s wellwiller but Howyshasprovided a remedy with the

sheriff. When the wm
'

ref aez
'

as ismade out
,
I will try and et it

sent you, and I shall have Pastou’s advice . Knows wel the

obstinate will of false Dallyng, but Bokkyng must speak with

him
, and entreat him in his best manner .

—Margaret Bryg
’
s

matter.

As to the oyer and terminer, it is certainHeydonand Tudden

ham will be at Norwich with all the maintenance and fellowship
they can. It is said Justice Prysot wil l be there. You must do

your best to keep your friends steadfast ; and I inthe mean time
will labour here

,
and send you word how the world isset. Men

of the city of Norwich have good audience and favour among the
Lords, and are waiting ananswer of their matters. Hasdelivered
up the shipmen, and left the ship here for causeswhich he will

wr ite ;
“ for the rayse hath been full costuys, except they came

insaufl
‘

tee .

”

London, 13 April 29 Hen. VI.

A.D. 145 1 , 16 April.
MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

The date of this lett er de
fi
ndsuponthe age of John Paston, who, inNov

ember 14 4, was found to twenty
-three

y
ears Old. Ashe isnow upon

the age 0 thirty winters,
"

this le tter waspro

Tomy fmt zourebepf ull bowsbofld, j obzz Paslon.

IGHT wurchepfull howsbond, I recomand me
to yow, prayng yow to wete that the Parson
of Oxened 1 told me that Wyndham told
hym that Sweynnysthorp

2 is hold of the

Kyng be the therd part or the fourt part of a knyt fye,
and ho so ever had the maner of Sweynsthorp, he shuld
fynde anarmyd man, in tyme of werre in the castell of
Norwhic, xl . days to hisowyncost, and that ye shuld
1 Hisname wasLaurence Baldewar .

2 In 1444 , according to B lomefie ld (Hist. of Norf. iv. a rent-charge out
of the manor of Swainsthor

p
wasse t t led by Johnand AgnesPaston, the e ldest

son and the widow of Wi liam Paston, the Just ice , to find a priest to sing
for the sou l of the said Wi lliam in the chape l of our Lady the Great in
Norwich Cathedral.

ably writtenin 145 1 .
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ISTER Paston, we comaund us to you, lattyng
you witt that the Sheriff isnoght so hole as

he was, for now he wille shewe but a part of
his frendeshippe. And also there is grete

prese off pepil] , and fewe frendes, as ferr aswe can feel

yitt. And therfore be ye sadly avised wheder ye se ine
best to come your self, or send or, &c.

,
for we will

assay inasmuch as inusisto prevai le to your entente.

And yett , if it neded, we wolde have a man to giffe us

informacion, or shewe evidence after the case requireth.

Also the Sherefie enformed us that he hath wr ityng
from the Kyng that he shall make such a panell to
aquyte the Lord Moleynes. And also he tolde us, and
as ferr aswe can conceyve and feel, the Sherefi

"

wille
panell gentylrnen to aquyt e the Lorde, and jowroures
to a quyte hismen; and we suppose that it is be the
mocionand meanes of the othir party. And yif any
meanes of tretie be proferd, we know not what meane
shulde be to your pleasir . And therfore we wolde
fayne have mor knowlege, yifi

‘

ye think it were to doo.

No more at this tyme
, bot the holy Trinite have you

in his kepyng. Wretin at Walsyngham,
inhast

,
the

secund day of May.

Be your trewe and feithfull frendes,
DEBENHAM

,
TYMPERLEY, AND WHITE.

And also, Sir, aswe conceyve, the Lord Moleynes

shall not be quyte before Thurseday ; inasmuche as
he was indyted before the Justice, we undirstand he
shall not be quyte but before the Justice. Wherfore
we avise you, 111 ye think it be to doo, to send your
fremdes inthe meane tyme, and come your self to your
place at Sperham, and there abyde unto tyme that we
have knowlege him the saide mater will drawe, and
t ill that we may have worde from you, and ye from us

,

810.
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15 6 .

A.D . 145 1 , May P
—W. LOMNOR To JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS .
, E.M.]

This le t t e r has no address, but there can be no doubt from the contents it
was intended for JohnPaston. I t was eviden

a
l
’
y w ritt enabout the same t ime

as the last , while the Sessionswas sitting at alsingham , and Pastou
’

s suit

against Lord Molynswassti ll pending .

YGHT worchipfulle Sir, yours goode cosynes

and fremdes avyse yow to come to Walsyng
ham, and that ye be there to morw betymesat

vj. on the clok; for the Lord Moleyns Ofi
’

reth

a trete for the goodes, and amendes to be made, or he
goth ought of this contre, and if it be not taken, his
menshulle justifie Wheruponyour title might be hurte .

The Lord Skales, the Justis, and o ther knygtes and

squyeresmerveyle grettly ye come not, and thow they
that have not so true and evident mater asye have
concelle yow to be absent ; yet I wolde ye dede as ye

be desyrd be that felaship, for many wolde yow right
welle . Whanne ye come, I shalle telle yow more .

The Lorde Moleyns shulde not have be aquyt e of

his comaundement, badde he not sworen on a boke,
sweche evidenswas ayens bym ; and ther isno jentel
manwolde aquite hismenfor no goode, &c.

W. LOMNOR.

15 7 .

A.D. 1 45 1 7 May.

SIR JOHN HEVENINGHAM To MARGARET PASTON.

[From Fenn,
The date of this lette r is doubtfu l , but it was evident ly writ tenat a time

whenJohn Pastonhad beenfor some considerab le t ime absent from Norwich,
which a

p
pears to have been the case in the beginning of May 145 1 . The

Wr iter 0 this le tt er died inJuly 1 45 3.

P
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To my rygfit wor e/zzpfiu/Z caryn, Margarete Pasta/z, be

t/zz
'

s lefi er del iver ed.

YGHT worchipfi
'

ull and welbeloved cosyn, I

commaunde me to you as herteli as I can,
thankyng you ofi

~

your goode chere the last
tyme I was with you. And, worchippfl

'

ull

cosyn,please that you to calle umto your remembraunsI

wrote un to you for my cosynAnneys Loveday to have
benInyour service , and I reseyved from you a le tter that
your wyll was goode, but durst not to in to the tyme

ye badde spoke with my cosynyour husbonde .

Worchippffull cosyn, I have labored for hir inothir

placez, but I cannot have my entent as yet . Whet
fib r yfl

”

that hit please you to have hyr with you to in
to the tyme that a mastrismay be purveyeid for hir , I

pray you therofi
’

,and Ishall contente you fi
’

or hir boarde,
that ye shal be wel pleased ; for, cosyn, and I badde
a wyfl, I wolde not care for hir. And ther asshe is,
she isnot well at hir ease, for she isat Robert Lethum
and therfor I pray you herteli that ye wyll tendre this
my .writyng, and I beseche you that incas be that ye
wyll fulfi

‘

ylle hit that ye we l sende my cosyn Will
Staunton for hir, and I shal kepe you trewe promys,
as I have be forwretyn. And I beseche Almyghti Jesu
preserve you. Wretyn at Hevenyngham,

on the vij .
day Off May, &c.

Your oune cosyn,
JOHN HEVENYNGHAM, Knyght .

' A .D. 1 45 1 , 9 May.

S IR THOMAS Howvs TO S IR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, iii. I i 6.]

7 b my rever ent and wonky/”ll maysier S if j ob :
Farm/f , 1 9nM,

be l/zis lete‘r e defyver ea
’
.
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pressoursof ther set come dountheder, asI understand,
with iiij° 400] hors and more ; and consideryng how

ther wellwi llerswer ther assembled at ther instaunce
,
it

had be right jowpertousand ferefull for any of the pleyn
tyfs to have be present, for ther was nat one of the

pleyntyfsner compleynuantez ther, but your right feith »

full and trusty weel willer John Paston. And my
Maister Yelverton seid full discretly, and countrolled
the seid Prisot when he se id

,
sittyng in the Guyhalle

of Norwich
,
these wordys to the Meyre and Com

monalte,
“ A, Sir Meyre and your brethren, as to the

processe of youre compleyntez, we wole put them in

contynuance, but inall other we wole procede which
wordysYelverton thought right parcial] . And by side
this the seid Prisot wolde sufi

‘

re no manthat waslerned
to speke for the pleyntyfs, but took it asa venom,

and

took them by the nose at every thred woord whiche
myght weel by knowe for openparcialte.

And as for the Lord Scalys, ye knowe well what he
is toward you, and namely for Hikelyng matter. Also
to knowe som of your feynt frendes, at that tyme that
my Lord Norffolksat at Norwich up on the oyer deter
myner, Sir JohnHevyngham

‘

myht nat fynde it inhis
hert to go iiij. furlong from his duellyng place to the
shirehouse, but now he cowd ryde from Norwich to
Walsyngham to syt as one of the Commyssioners. As

to the rule of other, that ye wolde have supposed your
wellewillers

’

,
how they have byhavyd them at Walsyng

ham
,
I shall sende yow woord inall hast whanBernay

come hom to Castr, for he isnat yet come from Wals

yngham . But this I knowe well, that they founde none
obstacle ner impedyment in ther consciens inall your
matter ; but how they have do with Nor wich, Swafham,

and Paston, I am nat yet clerly informed ; I suppose
they arnput inrespite. I here sey Heydonseweth for
anende to be had with the cite of Norwich , and as to

the namysof them that passed onther acquitaile ayenst

yow, Broyncanweell informe yow. I understand that
1 Probably Philip Berney.
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Sir Robert Conyers, Calthorp, Mundford wer capteyns,
and Maister Ric. B oget also.

I tem, as for the ij. vem
'

refaeias ye sent to be retorned
for your manorz of Bradwell and Beyton, I have do
them to be retorned of suche namys as I have sent

woord before
,
savyng sume be take, and except out .

Moreover, as for the mater of Sir JohnSibton, Geney
and Raulynsgef ful counsell that it shuld abyde tyl the
mater of Bradwell myght procede, so that bothe maters
myght take up on a day, for they sey it wold drawe
xx. marc to labour the Jure to London, and yet it wer
hard to bryng about . And they gef yow counsell in
all wise that ye labour to have YelvertonJuge at that
tyme

, and inall wise bothe in that materz and inall

o ther, that ye be war that Prisot have not to have do
inany wise, for thanall wole be nought. Of alle other
materz I shall send you woord inall hast goodly, foi
at thys tyme I had no leyser by cause of the hasty
comyng up of Hug Fen, whom I beseche yow to fele
of the demenyng of the oyer determyner, for he can

telle yowmoche and [i .e. if] he wole whether he wole
or nay, I can nat sey, for I know wele he wasat Wal‘

syngham . And I beseche All myghty Jesu have yow
in his mercyfull govem aunce . Wrete at Castre, the
Sonday, ix. day of May anno xxix° RegisHenrici vj‘i

On the h i ckof t/ze letter iswr iz
‘
len

I prey yow be nowth displesed thow I have nowt
subscribed my name withinne forth , for it is of neely
gens, quoth Howys, Parson of Castlecomb.

15 9 .

A.D. 1 45 1 , 2 7 May.
— JOHN OSBERN '

r o JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.
At the date of this le tte r Lord Molyns had probably been ac uitted

,
but

the act ion a inst h is menwas stIll pendmg. The year must I ere fore be
145 1 . The ate Thursday next after S t . Aust in is understood by Fenn to
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be aft er the Feast of St. Austin, or Augustine, Bishop of Hippo , which was
ce lebrat ed onthe 2 8th of August but the dates of the recedin le t te rsmake
it more probable that the write r means S t. Augustine , t e apostfe of Eng land ,
whose day was the a6th of May.

To my rygbt rever e/i t and wor efiepf ul Master , j o/m
Paston, be t/zis delyver izi .

LESE it your masterchep to wete that I have
spoke wyth the Sherefi

'

1
at hese placez , mev

yng to bym,
as for that that was left wyth

hese Under shereff, it is your wyl he shuld

send a man of hese for it ; for thow it were more ye
wold gladly he shuld take it ; he thanked yow,

and

sayde hese Under sherefi
'

wasat London, and hymselff
had non deserved, and if he had he wold a take it .
And whanI departyd from bym ,

I desyerid bym a yen

to send therfi
’

ore, and than he seyde it shuld abyde

tyl ye come hom, wherby I conceyve he wold have it ,
and be gladde to take it Moreover, I remembred
bym of hese promysesmade before to yow at London

,

whenhe took hese oth and charche and that ye were
wyth bym when he toke hese oth, and Oder dyvers

tymes and for tho promyses made be bym to yow at

that tyme, and other tymesat the oyer determyner at

Lynne, ye proposed yow be the trust that ye have in
bym for to atempte and rere accions that shuld be to
the avayle of bym and of hese office . He wold a know
what the accions shuld be. I sayde I coude not telle
bym,

and than he seyde he wold do for yow that he
may, excepte for the aquitell of the Lord Molynsmen

,

in so meche as the Kyng hath wrete to bym for to

shewe favour to the Lord Moleynsand hese men
,
and

ashe scyth the indytement longy th to the Kyng, and
not to yow,

and the Lord Molyns a gret lord. Also,
as he seyth, now late the Lord Molyns hath sent bym
a letter, and my Lord of Norfi

’

olkanoder, for to shew
favour inthese indytements, he darnot abide the joporte
of that, that he shuld Ofl

'

ende the Kinges commaund

1 JohnJermyn.
—S ee page 1 60 , Note I .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 1 6 T H E P A S T ON LE T T E R S .

thenhe wol take yowre mony wyth a good wyl ; and .

other promys I coude not have of bym, but that he
wol do for yow all that he may, excepte for the indite
ments. I conceyve veryly he hath made promys to do
hese part that they shul be a quytte, but I suppose he
hath made non other promys ayens yow for the lyve
lode but he lokyth aftyr a gret brybe, but it isnot for
to trust bym veryly wyth owte that he may not chese.

I suppose he had no wrytyng fro my Lord of Norffolk

ashe seyde;
I wasatFramyngham for to a spokewythTymperley,

Debnam
,
or Berry, and they were all ought. My

Lord, as he came from London, he wasat Yepysweche
onMoneday, and whenhe wythowth the town toward
Framyngham ,

he had all hese men ryde forth afore a
gret pase, for he wolde felwe softely; and whenhese men
were owte of syght, he rode wyth v. men to a squieris

place of hese therby, and onTewsday, rodde my Lady
to bym ; and so I dede nought at Framyngham. N0

more at thys tym e
, but All myghty Jesu spede yow,

and have yow in hese kepyng. Wrete at Norwiche
,

the Thursday next aftyr Sent Austyn, &c.

Be your servunt, JOHN OSBERN.

160.

A .D . 145 1 or laten—AGNES PASTON
'

ro JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS .
,
B .M . ]

As this le tt er refers to the a8th year of Henry VI. as a past date , it cannot
we l l be ear lier than 145 r. But probably it isnot much , if at all, later.

To[f i erry]
1 B arber of Synt CZementsParyr, inM rwyeb,

to delyver to my Master j o/mPaston, in lmste.

N Thurisday the wal l wasmad zarde hey, and
a good wylle be fore evyn it reyned so sore

that they were fayne to helle the wall , and
leve werke. And the water is fallynso sore

that it standyt ondyr the wall a fote deppe to Ballys
1 The Christ ianname Her ry is crossed out

,
and Meye appears to be

writ tenover.
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warde [i e. towards t/ze[ami of aneig/zbour named B ail ].
And on Friday after sakeryng, one come fro cherch
warde

, and schotte doune all that was thereon, and trad
on the wall and brake sum,

and wente over ; but I
cannot zet wete hoo it was. And Warne Kyngeswyfe,
as she went over the style, she cursyd Ball, and seyde
that he had zevynaweye the waye, and so it prevyt be
JohnPastoniswords. And after, Kyngsfolke and Odyr
come and cryid onAnnesBall, seying to her the same.

Z ystyrnevynwan I xul goo to my bede, the Vycare 1
seyde that Warne Kyng and Warne Harman

,
betwyxte

messe and matynsse , toke Sir Roberd 2 in the vestry,
and bad hym sey to me, verely the wall xulde doun
a gayne . And wanthe Vycar tolde me I wyste ther of
no worde, nor z et do be Sir Roberde, for he syth he

were loth to make any stryfe . And wan I com out of

the cherch
,
Roberd Emundes schowyd me how I was

amercyde for seute of corte the laste z er and seyd

it was xijzt. tylle Warne Kyng and he gat it awey vja
’
.

I send zou word how JohnJamyswas demenyd at

Cromere, to send to JamysGressham how he xall be

demenyd . Gafi
'

rey Benchard, Alexander Glover, hey
wards,3 tokyna dystresse of John Jamys or the bond
tenent Of A . Paston, calde Reynalds, in Cromer, the

xxviijt i yer of thys Kyng, and W . Goodwyn, Baly of

Cromer
,
with the seyd J . Jamys, with forsse toke awey

the dysstres, wech was horsse and a plowe. And

Good be with zou.

Be ANNES PASTON, your Modur.

16 1.

A .D. 145 1 , or later.

AGNES PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]
This le tte r has the appearance ,

_

to judge from itscontents, of be ing perhaps
a few weeks later than the precedmg one. I t is

,
howev er, ina different hand.

1Wil liam Pope wasvicar of Pastonfrom 1447 to 1 5 .

2 P robably the Yim r
’
s Curate .

4S

.

3 Haywardswere (originally) pe rsonswho guarded a farm and crops inthe
night , and blew a hornonanalarm of robbers—Hal liwe l l .
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Toj ol mPastonbe tbys by]! deliver/t inbost,

SPACKE thys day with a manof Pastonsyde,
and he told me that a man of Paston told
bym that Paston menwold not goo preses
syon ferther than the chyrche yerde on Sent

Markys day,
1 for he seyd the presessyon wey was

stoppyd in, and seyd with in chort tyme men hopyd
that the wall chuld be broke doun ageyn. Item,

he

seyd that I was amercyid for stoppyng of the seyd

[way]
2 at the last generall court, butt he cowd not tell

who meche the mercyment was. And he that told it
me askyd the man that told it bym if he had the mercy
ment inhys exstre te for to distreyn there fore and he

seid nay, but seyd he that chuld do it chuld bettyr doe
take it up onhym thanhe chuld. Item, the same man

told me that he mett with a man of Blyclyng, hyght

Barker
, that cam late fro London, and he told bym that

I had a sute att London ageynWareyn H ermanof

Paston, and seyd that Roberd Brantonwashys attorn
nye, and seyd he seygh hym ryght besy for bym att

London. And for yete not yor sustyr ;
3
and God have

yow inkepyng. Wretynatt Norwyche thexij. day of

May.
Be yor modyr,

A . PASTON .

A.D . 145 1 , or later.

AGNES PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This letter of Agnes Pastou
’

s re fe rs to the same sub

g
ect of dispute as the

two preced ing , and was probably wr i t ten aft er them ; ut the exact year is
no t certain.

7 b j ol mPaston, dwellyng in tbe at London
,
be

tbys letter delyverd inbea t.

1 April 2 5 , 9 Om it ted inMS.

3 Elizabe th Paston



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


2 20 T H E P A S T ON LE T T E R S .

I receyvyd yor letter byRobert Reppysthysdayafter
thys lett er wr etyn thus far. I have red it, butt I conn
yeve yow non aunswer mor than I have wretyn, save
the wyfe of Harman bathe the name of Owr Lady,
whos blyssynye have and myn. Wretynat Paston, on

the day after Sent Edmond
,

1

Be yowyr modyr ,
AUGNES PASTON.

16 3 .

A .D. 1 45 1 [3 June].
MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

{ From Fenn, iii .
Re ference ismade in this le t ter to the forcible entry of Danie l into Braystcm

in 1450, and , from the terms of the al lusion, that
'

event must have beenp re tty
recent . The date of this le t ter , however, canno t be ear lier than 1 45 1 , as Lady
Boysmust have be enawidow at the t ime , and she only became so inD ecem
be r 1450.

—S ee Le tt er 1 32 , p. 1 74.

To my rygt/z wors/zzlbf zd l bosbozzd, j obnPasta/1, be iltis

YGTH wurchipfull hosbond, I recommawnd

me to yow, desyring hertyly to her of your

welfar
, preying yow to wete that itt was told

me this weke that ther is afayr plase to sell

in Seynt Laueransisparysch, and stant ner the chirche,
and by the water syde

, the whiche place Toppis hath
to sell . Pyte alyster [a dyer ] bowgth itt of Toppis and

now, for defawt of payment, Toppis hath enterid ayen

therinne, and shall selle itt inhast, asit istold me. The

seyd lyster dwellyth therinne at this tym, but he shall

owte, for he is hald rygth apore man. I suppose if ye
lyke to bye itt whenye com horn, ye shall mowe have
itt of Toppis als godechepe or better than another
shuld. Als for tydyngs, we have none god e in this
contre I pray God send us gode. Itt was told me

that Rychard Sowthwell hath enterid in the maner of

1 St. Edmund
’

sday was the 16th Novembe r.
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Hale,
1 the whiche is the Lady Boysys,2 and kepyth itt

with strength with seche another felashep as hath be
att Brayston, andwastyth and dispoylyth all that theris
and the Lady Boys, as it is told me, is to London to

compleyn to the Kyng and to the Lordys ther of. I tt

semyth it wasnot for nowgth that he held with Char lys
and his felashep. I prey yow that ye wol vowchesawf
to speke to JamysGloys to bye the Ungwentum Album
that I spake to bym for ; and that ye woll remembr
your fayr dowgterisgyrdyl. I hope ye shull be at horn
so sone that I woll do wryt e nomor tydyngs to yow.

The blyssid Trinyte have yow inhiskeping, and send
yow gode spede in all that ye woll spede well inne .

Wretynat Norwyche on the Asencionday.

Yours, M. P .

A.D . 145 1 , June ?

JAMES GRESHAM To [JOHN PASTON. ]

[From PastonMSS . , E.M.]

This le t ter is anonymous, but it is in Jam es Gresham
’

s handwriting. In
Lette r 1 56 we have Lord Molyns offe ring to t rea t w ith Pastonfor the Injury
done to his prope rty at Gresham. A parent ly Paston has now mentioned
what termshe would accept . From what is sa id of the supersedeas, it would
seem that this le t ter waswrittennot long be fore the next , which isdated on
Trini ty Sunday.

LEASE i t your l maistership to wete that, as

touchyng B lake of the Kyngges hous, I spak
wi th hym, and he told me that if the Lord
Moleynswold take suyche appoyntement as

ye agreed to, that he shuld lete me wete therof on
Satirday after noon, as I tolde yow whanne ye dyd on

your botes, &c. And sith that tyme I herd no word
of hym . I tem, there is laboured a supersedeas for alle

1 Ho lm Hale.
9 S ibi l la, daughter and heir of Sir Robe rt Ylley, and widow of S ir Roger

ys, Knight . She was alive after 1450.
—F.
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them that th’

exigend
1 is ageyn, that am convycted by

record of my Lord of Oxenford, except menwhich
the Lord M. gyveth no fors Of. I tem, I send yow

Treshams letter and a copie of the same. Item
,
I send

yow the cer t iorar i for my maistresse your modir. Item,

I send yow the seiref aeias for Osbernand Foke versus
HeydonandWyndam . Item,

I send yow a dzstr ii zgas

ageynst Tudenham , &c. I tem, I beseche yow if it
may be in cas my Lord of Oxenford have not Hol t
hundred, that ye wole take it to suyche onasyow seme

best, for it is told me that Pertriche laboureth therfore .

And that is by the setting on of Heydon, &c. As

touchyng the rapid s ageynst Pertrich, and the pros. a

geynst Costard, &c.
,
it wole not be badde, &c.

A .D . 145 1 , 20 June.

JOHN BERNEY TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

For the date of this le tter see Note prefixed to the last. T r inity Sunday
onthe 20th of June in 145 1 .

To t/ze Ryg/zt worslzpfi df obnPasta/z, Esguyer .

GHT worshipful],&c. Please zou to comfort
and help my pouer tenaunt, Symond Sparre,
whech ysa restyd by warant, at the sute of

the Lord Sealys, for Sir T . Tudynham shepp.

And
,
Sir, upponFryday last passyd, Blake, the Kynges

secratory, tolde me that there was delyvered a super
sedyas for all men in that sute. But, Sir, as my verry
trust is in zou for this, lat it be easyd, as I may doo
for zou, &c. for, Sir, I maynot attent, by cause I am
ocupyed with my suster, for hir husbond, Sir Rychard
1 A wr it of ex igent lies where the de fendant ina personal act ioncannot be

found , or any thing of his to d istrain. The sherifi
'

is there in direc ted to pro

g
aim him onfive county court days, requiring him to appear onpain of out

wry .
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rygth moche of yow,
and seyd that she wold nowgth

that no servaunte Of herys shuld reporte no thyng that
shuld be ayens yow otherwyse than she wolld that
your servawnts shud do or seyn ayens her ; and if
other your servawnts dede ayens her, or any of her

ayens yow, she wold that itt shuld be reformyd be twyx
yow and her

,
and that ye mygth ben all on for she

seyd ingood feyth she desyryth your frendshep and

as for the report of Sawtr, she seyd she supposyd that
he wold nowgth reporte so ; and if she mygth know
that he dede , she wold blame bym therfor. I told her
that itt was told me syth that ye reden yedem, i .e.

went], and that itt grevyd me mor that the seyd Sawtr
shuld reporte as he dede than itt had be reportyd of

another
,
in als moche as I had awgth bym goodwyll

befor ; and she prayid me that I shud not beleve seche
reports tyll I kuewe the trowth.

IwasattToppysat dyner onSeynt Petyrsday ; thermy
LadyFelbrygg and other jantyll womendesyryd to have
hadde yow ther. They seyd they shuld all abe [Izave
been] the meryer if ye hadde ben ther. My cosyn

TOppyshathmoche car tyll she her goode tydyngsof her
brotherismater. Sche told me that they shuld kepte a
day onMonday next komyng be twyx her brother and
Ser Andrew Hugard and Wyndham . I pray yow send

me word how they spede, and how ye spede inyowr

owynmaterys also. Also I pray yow hertyly that ye
woll send me a potte with treacle in hast ; for I have
ben rygth evyll att ese, and your dowghter bothe, syth
that ye yedemhens, and onof the tallest younge men

of thisparysch lyth syke and hath a grete myrr
’
. How

he shall do God knowyth . I have sent myn unkyll

Berney1 the potte with treacle that ye dede bey for
bym . Myn awnte recommawndeth her to yow, and

prayith yow to do for her as the byll maketh mencion

of that I send you with this letter, and asye thenkbest
for to do therinne .

Ser Henry Inglose ispassyd to God thisnygth, hoys
1 Philip Berney.
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sowle God asoyll, and was caryid forthe thisday at ix.

of the clok to Seynt Feythis, and ther shall be beryid.

If ye desyer to bey any of hys stuff, I pray you send
me word therof in hast, and I shall speke to Robert
Inglose and to Wychyngham therof ; I suppose thei
ben executors. The blyssyd Trinyte have you inhis
kepyng. Wretynat Norwyche Inhast onthe Thursday
next after Seynt Peter .

1

I pray yow trost nott to the sheryve
2 for no fayr

langage. Yours, M. P.

168 .

A.D . 145 1 (i
’

) 20 July—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No . 2

FASTOLF To S IB THOMAS Howvs, Parson
Castlecombe.

Has received his letter by Herry Hansson. Doesnot think he
authorised Howys to have Andrews and his other ad versaries
noted and corrected at oyer and determyner ; but if there was any
letter to that effect, F . will bear him out . Thinks even if there
was any letter to that effect sent by negligence, Howys should

have taken counsel
,
and he would not have beensued for con

spiracy. If Andrews and the others had been sued InSufl
'

olk

instead of Norfolk, they could have had no grounds of action.

London, 20 July.

[JohnAndrewswasone of Heydon
’

sadherentswho gave trouble to Fastolf
and his friends on more than one occasion; but this le tter seems to have
reference to the proceedings takenagainst several of that factionInI 45 I .

169 .

A .D. 145 1 , Sept—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9735, No .

[From the reference to the date of the oy er and tennyner mentioned In this
e tter, it is clear that it waswrit ten in the same year as the let ter following ,

and probably a few days ear lier. ]

1 St. Pe ter
'

s day was the 29th Jun
3 John Jermynwas she riff of Norfo lkand Suffo lkthisyear.

Q
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S IR JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN BERNEY, S IR THos. Howy s, AND
WALTER SHIPDAM.

Begs them to hastenRob . Boothe to London. Hears that the

oy er and termyner is to be at Norwich onThursday
1
after Holy

rood day, and that Will . Yelverton, justice, is to be there . As

certain, therefore, how the substantial men of Norwich are

inclined in my matter against Appulzerd, and take Pastou
’
s

advice inproceeding. Is advised to send JohnBokkyng orWill.
Barker to them before the time . Bidsthem send anindenture of

CornelysFlorysonabout wheat and malt . Has arrested the ship.

As to the matter against Applierd, if Todenham,
Heydon, Wy

mondham
, &c.

, or any of them , will labour for their acquittal
against me in the Lady Bardolf

’
s mat ter, you must oppose it.

Trusts the present mayor and hispredecessor know what he has

done for the town, and Will . Jenney and h is brother can testify
to Applierd

’

s demeanour . You must get a copy of the indict

ment, lest he deny the presentm ent . S ends a lease of Lady S ter
burgh

’

s part and Bardolf
’

s, made by Wichingham and Blake ,
and a confirmationof S ir Reynold Cobham,

2 and the said Lady
S terburgh hiswife, &c. Commend me to my Lo rd of Ely 3 and

my Lord of Oxford if they be there, and my coz . Yelverton, and
askmy Lord of Norwich for tidings of H ikelyng . Item, blessed

be God of his visitation! I have been sore sick and am well

amended , and trust to our Lord to see you hastily and other of

my friends.
”

(Signature not E
’
s own. )

170.

A.D . 145 1 , I 4 Sept —ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9735, No . 25 1 .

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN A BERNEY, JOHN PASTON,
AND

S I R THOMAS Howy s.

As the oyer and termyner is to be at Norwich onThursday
next ,

4
sendsJohn Bokkyng to wait uponhis counsel there to see

to hismatter against Appu lzerd . They are to spare no cost to

bring it to a good end
,
especial ly the bill of maintenance aga inst

Appulzerd, who was the greatest cause that the inquest passed
against F . so untruly.

(S ignature not E
’
sown. )

London, 14 Sept . 30 Hen. VI .

1 Septembe r 1 6th , Holyrood day bein the 14th.

9 S ir Reginald Cobham of S te rbo roug in Surrey , father of the notorious

Eleanor Cobham.

3 Th omas Bourchier , afterwardsArchbishop o f Canterbury.

I6th September
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for xxs. that she might hafe had xls. for every wey, I
pray you aunswer that for your acquyt

a ille .

I tem, sende me the value of Cooke ys tenement in
Drayton, wyth xx. acres 10nd therto, what it wasworth

yeerly when it stode hoole ; for Sellyng seith it was
worth but j. noble by yeer.

A .D. 145 1 , 18 Dec.

RICHARD SOUTHWELL TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This le tter must have be enwr it tenin 1 45 1 . I t appears from No. 92 that
Danie l entered the manor of Braystonor Braydestonduring the sit t ing o f the

Par liament at Le icester In the spr ing of 1450 . He was dispossessed by
Mundford and Heydon on the 7 th September fol lowing , but he ent ered the

place a second t ime in the o th year of Henry VI .
,
i e. some t ime between

the rst September 1 45 1 an the 3 1st August 145 2 . Inthis le t ter It isant i
c ipated that he wil l be enabled to enter the place by his influence wi th Lord
Scales and the Duke of Somerse t This cannot re fer to his first ent ry , as

Somerse t was inFrance for a long t ime before.

22) my mastir , j o/mPaston, Esquier .

ICHT worshippful sir, I recomaunde me unto

you. And please it you to witte of oure newe
tydinges here ; as this day com wr it ing both
to my Lorde 1 and to my Lady from London,

that there be certein lettresd irected to my Lorde from
my Lady hismoder,2 and diverse other Lordes for to
have Danyell 3 in his favour a geyne, and as it is sup
posed by the meanes of the Due

_
of Somersette,

4 for he

hath ben right conversaunte with bym all this quarter
of this yere. And also thei that sente thiswriting sayn

playnly that the Lorde Skalesisgode lorde to bym , and

that he hath promysed hym to make Sir Thomas

1 JohnMobray , Duke of Norfolk, married Ellenor, daughter of Wil liam
Bourchier, Ear l of EEwe , inNormandy .

—F.

2 Catharine , dau btar of Ra lph, Ear l ofWestmore land, andwidow of John
Mowbray , Duke 0 Norfo lk.

3 ThomasDanie l, Esq . , wasConstable of Rising Cast le , and marri ed Mar
gare t , siste r of JohnHoward

, afterwardsDuke of Norfolk—F
Edmund Beaufort.
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Tudenham ,
Heydon, and bym accorded, and other

men in the cuntre, and that he shall be snffred to entre
into Brayston, and kepe it to th

’

entente that the cuntre
shall thinke, and my Lord also, that he bathe gr ete
favour amonge the Lordes of the Counsel], and cause
men to fere bym the more. Whethir it be thusor non
I cannot say ; never the lesse me thinketh ye shall
sone knowe if Mounford will agree that he shall entre
in to Brayston, and if that be trewe, all the remenant
shall seme the more likly.

I pray you brenne this letter whenye have redde it.
My Lorde and my Lady sayn ye shall be right wel
come and ye will se theym thisCrisemasse. I reporte
me to your wisdom,

and God have you inhiskeping.

Writonat Framlyngham, the xviij. day of Decembre.

RIC. SOUTHWELL.

A.D. 1 45 2 , [April].
PROCLAMATION BY THE DUKE OFNORFOLK.

[From Fenn, iii.
The intended royal visit to Norfolkmentioned in the end of thisproclama

o

t ion appears to tally best wi th the date of A ri l 1 45 2 , when, it WI ll also be
se en from the le t te rs following , the Duke of orfolkwas at Framlingham,

hearing complaints from the gent lemenof Norfo lk.

The Duc of Norffolk.

E hit knowen to alle the Kyngs trewe liege

peple, the cause of our comynge in to this
contre ys, by the comandement of the Kynge
our soverayn Lorde, for to enquer of suche

gre t riotts, extorcyons, oryble wrongis and hurts as his
H ighnesse ys credybyly enforrnyd ben don in this
contre

,
and to know in serteyne, by yow that knowe

the trowthe, by what persone or personys the seyde gre t
riotts, extorcions, oryble wrongis and hurts be done .

Wherfor we charge yow alle, on the Kyngs behalve



THE P A S TON L ET T ER S .

our soverayne Lorde , that ze spar neyther for love,drede,
ne fer that ze have to any persone of what estat, degre,
or condicionhe be, but that ze sey the soth by whome
suche ofi

‘

ences de done, and that ze spar no man that
ze knowe gilty and be the feyth that we owe to our

soverayn Lorde, they schal be chastysid after ther
desert, and hit reformyd as lawe requyrith.

Also hit ysopunlypuplysschid that serteyneservaunts
of the Lord Scales schulde in his name manasse and
put men in feer and drede to compleyne to usat this
ryme of the seide hurts and greves, seynge that we
wolde abyde but a schort tyme her, and aftir our de

par tynge he wolde have the rewle and govem aunce as

he hath had affore ryme. We lete yow wete that nexst
the Kynge our soverayn Lord, be his good grace and
lycence, we wol] have the princypall t ewle and govem
ance throwh all this sehir

,
of whishe we ber our name

whyls that we be lyvynge, as ferre as reson and lawe
requyrith, hoso ever will grutche or sey the [contrary] ; 1
for we woll that the Lord Scales, Sir Thomas Tuden
ham

, Sir Mylis Stapylton, and John Heydon have in
knowleche, thowh our persone be not dayly her, they
schal fynde our power her at all tymesto do the Kynge
our soverayn Lord servyse, and to support and mayn
tene yow alle in your right that ben the Kyngs trewe
lige men. For hit may non ben seyde nay, but that
her hath ben the grettest riotts, orryble wrongs and

Ofi
'

ences done inthise partyesby the seide Lord Scales,
Thomas Tudenham

, Mylis Stapilton, John Heydon,
and suche asben confedred on to theym that ev ir was
seen in our dayes; and most myschifi

'

e throwh ther
maliciouse purpose lyke to have fallyn amonge the

Kyngs trewe liege peple now late at Norwiche, ne had
we better providid therfor. And also that God for
tunyd us to withstande ther seyde malicious and evil]
disposid purpose .

Wherfor makith billiz of your grevance, and come to
us, and we schal brynge yow to the Kynges presence

1 Indicated by Fennas il legible inMS
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S IR JOHN HEVENYNGHAM. JOHN FERRERS . THO.

GURNAY. JOHN GRoos. W . ROKEWODE. JOHN
BAKON, Senior. JOHN BAKON, Junior. ’

J .PAGRAVE . ROBT.MORTIMER . N (CHOLAUSAPPILYARD

A .D. 1 45 2 , 23 April.
JOHN PASTON To [THE SHERIFF OFNORFOLK P].

[From PastonMSS . , B .M .]

This is printed from a rough draft in John Paston’s handwri on the

backof which isa draft of the preceding le t ter. The date of both e tt e rs is

the same . The read ing of par t icular words in this draft isvery unce rtain,

owing to the cramped handwrit ing used incorrect ionsand interlineal ions, and
the manner inwhich several of the wordsare abbreviat

EVERENT and ryth wurshepfull sir, and my
godmaister, I recommaund me to yow. Plese

yow to wete that Charlis Nowell with odir

hath inthiscuntre mad many riot and sautes
and, among othir, he and v. of his felachip set upon
me and mo (P) of my servantsat the Chathedrall chirch
of Norwich, he smyting at me, whilis onof his felawis

held myn armes at my bak , as the berer herof shall
mor playnly inform yow. Whech was to me strawnge
cas, thinking in my conseyth that I was my Lords
manand hishomagier, or Charlisknew hysLordschipe,
that my Lord was my god Lord, and that I had be
with my Lord at Londonwithinviij. [daysP]

2 bey for

Lent, at which tyme he grantyd my hisgod lordship,
so lagerly [largely ] that it must cause me ever to be
his trew servant to myn pow[er] . I thowt also that I
had never getf cawse to non of my Lords hons to ow

me evill will, ne that ther was non of the howsbut I
wold have do fore as I cow (sie) desir anioone (P) to do
1 The namessubscribed thus far are in the same handwrit ing as the docu

ment. Those be low may perhaps be autograph si atures, although the
names of Pagrave andMort ime r are ina hand much I e that of JohnPaston.
2Word om it ted
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forme
,
and yet will exceptmy adversare and thusI and

my frendeshail
”

miusid of thisand thowt he washard to
do thus. And thisnotwithstanding, assone asknolech
washad of my Lords coming to Framlingham, I never
attemptid to procede ageyns hym as justis and law

wuld, but to trust to my seyd Lord that hisHyghnes
wold se thispunischichid (sie), and desiri dmymaster
H mi cosin (P) Tymperle, the dene and odir

to (P)
1
and dayly hath be redy with such jentilmenas

dwelle here abought that can record the trought to
have come (sic) compleyn to my Lord ; but we have
had contynually tydynges of my Lordes comyng heder
that causid us for to abide ther up un, besechyng your
gode maystershep that ye wul] lete my Lord have know
lech of my compleynt. And that ye wul] tender the
gode spede of the entente of the letteriswretynto you
fro jentilmen of this shire. Prayng yow that ye woll
yeve credens to the berer herof, and be his gode
mayster in cas any man make any qwarell to bym .

And what that I may do be your comaundment shall
be red i with the grace of God, how have inhisblissid
kepyng. Wretynat Norwhich, nu Seynt Georgesday.

A.D . 145 2 , April .— JOHN PASTON To

[From PastonMSS . , E.M .]

This le t ter, like the preceding , is from a rough draft inPastou
'

shandwrit ing.

I t 15 clear ly of the same date as the two last , or perhaps a day or two later .

There isnothing to Show wi th certainty who was the person addressed but
we should thinkit was probably Sir JohnFastolf

TH worchepfull sir and cosyn, I recommaund
me to yow, [and] pray yow that ye will inm i
behalf inform my Lord of the domag of

CharlisNowell to meward
,
withow occacion

1 The preceding words from and desirid are a peculiar ly illegible inter
l mea t ton, and do not appear to form a consecut ive sense along with the pas
sage fo llowing . Perhaps the words and daily hath ”

should have be en
erased, wluch would make the connect ioninte lligible.
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gef onminpart, as the beret herof knoweth I am
and was my Lords man and homagier, or the seyd
Charlis knew my Lord, and will do my Lord sech
servisas I can

,
and that ye will tendre the god sped

of the mater of the lett er direct to you from serteyn

jentilmenof thes Shir, with whech jentilmenor odir to

bere recor of this thowt, I have bene dayly toward my
Lord to compleyne to his Lorship, but the continual]
tydings of my seyd Lords coming heder hath cawsid

us to awayt ther opon. Beseching yow,
cosine, asmy

trust is inyow, that ye will help to kepe the god rewll

of thes Shir, and my por honeste, and gefi
'

credens to
the berer herof, and be hisgod master if any quere] be
mad to him. And what I may do for you, I am and

ever shall be red i to do it be the grace ofGod, hOO

17 7 .

A.D. 145 2 [30 April] .
THE SHERIFF OFNORFOLK To THE KING AND COUNCIL.

[From PastonMSS B .M.]

JohnCloptonwasSher iff of NorfolkfromMichae lmas145 1 toMichaelmas1452 .

Me Kyng and t/ze Lordes of bis Councell .

John Clopton, Shereffe of Norffolk, certifie

that wher oon JohnFalyate and othre were
take wi thinthe hundred of Blofeld inthe seid
Shire, and led to the castell of Framlyngham

in the counte of Suffolk, I , the forseid Sherefie, be the
comaundement of my Lord of Norfl

’

olk, the last day of
April ] receyved at the seid castell a bil le of divers
knowlech and confessyons which were enformyd me

shuld have be mad in the presens of my seid Lords
Councell be Roger Chirch and othre, which the seid
JohnFalyate, as it was enformed me

,
shuld have con

1 The reading isve ry uncertain, being part ly inter lined ina very cramped
hand, part ly corrected Inthe text.
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To my rygtb wirebipfi l bosbond, j obnPaston, be tbis
delyver id inbast.

worshipful] hosbond, I recommawnd me
to yow, desyryng hertyly to her of your wel
far, praying yow that ye wol] send me word
inhast how ye be agreid with Wychyngham

and Inglose
1 for that mater that ye spake to me of at

your departyng for if I shuld purvey other wood or

hey, it shuld be bowgth best chepe be twixt this and
Seynt Margretys messe,

2
as itt is told me. As for

Applyard, he com not ye tt to this townsynhe com

from London. I have sent to Sir Bryse to lete me
have knowleche whenhe comyth to town, and he hath

promysid that I shall have knowleche, and when he
comyth I shall do your commawndement. Mymoder
had me send yow word thatWar onHermanhath dayly
fyshid hyre water all this yer, and therfor she prayith

yow to do therfor while ye be att Londonas ye thynk

best.
Chyrche

3
of Byrlyngham was toke and browte to

the castell yisterday be the Beshopysmen, and all his

godys ben seysid for that he owyth to the BoshOp.

And the seid Chirche scyth as for that he hath seyd of

hem that he hath appelyd befor this tyme, he wol]
awow itt and abyd therby and seyth that he wol]
appele one that hath mor nobelys than they have all
that he hath spoke of yett, and that Shall avayll the
King more than they have all that he hath speke of
yett but what he is, he woll not name tyll he know
mor . I trow but if that be the grett labour made
ayens bym,

he is lyke to have gret t favour of hem that
have be his supportors. Men thenk that have spoke
with hym that he hopeth to have good helpe. I pray
God that the trewth mote be knowyn.

I pray yow that ye wol] vouchesafi
”

to send me an

other sugor loff, for my old is do ; and also that ye
well do make a gyrdill for your dowgter, for she hath

1 S ee p. 225 .
1 20th July .

1 Roger Church - S ee p. 234 .
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nede therof. The blyssid Trinyte have yow in his

kepyng. Wretynat Norwyche in hast, on the Tewys
day next befor Seynt Thomas day.

1

Paper is deynty.

2 Yours, M. P .

A .D. 1 45 2 .

— INFORMATION OF OUTRAGES .

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M.]

The misdemeanors of Roger Church, who is here complained of among
other malefactors, must refe r to the same period as Le tt er 1 7 7 . The date is

rendered evenmore cer tainby a compar isonwi th the le t ter fo l lowing.

HARLYS NOWEL, Otywell Nowell, Robert
Ledeham, John t he some of Hogge Ratklefi

'

,

Robert Dallyng, Herry Bangge, Roger
Cherche, Nicholas Goldsmyth, Robert Tay

lor
, Christofer Grenescheve,

3 Dunmowe
,
Elis

Dokworth, Christofer Bradle, JonCokkow,
assemblyng

and gadderyng to hem gret multitude of mysrewled

people, kepe a frunture and a forslet at the hows of the
seid Robert Ledeham, and issu ought at her pleser,
sum tyme vj. , sum tymexij. ,sumtyme xxxt i andmo, armed,
jakked, and salattyd with bowis, arwys, speris, and

bylles, and over r ide the contre and oppresse the

people, and do many orible and abhomynable dedis

lyke to be distruccionof the shire Of Norffolk, wythoute
the Kyng owre Sovereyn Lord seth it redressid .

UnMydlent Someday4 certeyn of the seid felechep
in the chirche of Byrlyngham made a fray upon tweyne
of the servauntes of the reverent fadyr inGodde, By
schop of Norwiche ,

’5 the seid servaunts at that tyme

knelyng to see the usyng of the Masse and there and
than the seid felechep wold have kelled the seid two

servauntesat the prestisbakke, ne had they be lettyd, as
it semed .

1 T ranslat ionof S t. Thomas, Apost le, 7 th July .

2 Fennsays that the le t te r is writt enupona piece of pape r near ly square ,
out of which a uarter had beencut be fore the let te r waswritten.

3 B lank inM
4 Midlent Sunday fe l l on the 1 9th March in 1452.
5 Wal te r Lyhart o r Har t .
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1
[Item, nu the Moneday

2 next before Estem e daye
,

sex of the seid persones made a saute upon John
Paston and hese two servauntes at the dore of the

cathedrall cherche of Norweche, wyth swerdes, bokeler,
and dagareis drawe smet at the seid Paston

, on of

them holdyng the seid Paston be bothe armesat hese
bakke, as it semyth purposyng there to have morderid
the seid Pastonand they had not a be lettyd and also
smet on of the servaunts of the seid Pastonupon the
naked hed wyth a swerd, and poluted the seyntewary. ]
I tem, on the Monday 2 next before Estem e day, x .

of the seid personeslay inawayte inthe heyweye undyr
Thorp Woode up on Phelep Berney, Esquier, and hese
man, and shet at hem and smet her horswyth arwes,
and thenover rede bym and brake a bowe on the said
Phelippis hed and toke bym presoner, callyng bym

traytor. And whenthey had kepte bym as long asthei
lyst, thei led bym to the seyd Byshop of Norwiche and
askid of bym swerte of the peas

,
and forwyth relessid

her suerte and went her way.

Item ,
iij. of the seid felechep lay unawayte upon

Emond Brome, jentelman, and with nah id swerds

fawte wyth hym be the space of a quarter of a owre and
toke bym presoner and when they had kepte bym as

long as they lyst, lete bym goo .

I tem, x1
ti of the same felechep come rydyng to Nor.

wiche jakked, and salettyd, with bowys and arwys,
byllys, gleves, un Maundy Thursday

,

3
and that day

aftyr none, when service was doo, they, in lyke wyse
arrayid, wold have brake up the Whyt e Freris dores,
where,4 seying that they came to here evesong ; howbeit
that they made her avaunt in towne they shuld have
sum menowt of town(P), qwhyke or deede and there
made a gret rumor, where the mayre and the alder

men, with
‘

gr e t multitude of peple, assembled, and

therupon the seyd felischep departid.

l This ph is crossed in the MS .

2 April 3 , te r day be ing the 9 th Apr il in 1452 .
3 April 6.

4 After the word
“
where the origina l t ex t had the se id Paston dwe l

lith ,” but these words have been struck out . and other al terat ions made in
the paragraph.
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the people that dyvers persones for feer of mordyr

darnot abyde inher bowses, ne ride, ne walke abowt e
ther ocupacions, wyth owte they take gretter people
abowte hem then acordith to her degre, wheche they
wol not do in evel exaumple gevyng.

I tem, the seid felechep of a fer cast mal eys and pur
pose now late toke Roger Cherche, on of ther owh e
felechep, be hese owne assent, wheche Roger Cherche
be her assent had movid and and sterid a rising inthe
hundred of Blofeld, and hath confessed bym self to be

at that arysyng, and hath enbylled, as it is seid, divers

jentelmenand the most part of the trysty yomenand

husbondisand men of good name and fame of the

hundred abowte the seid Ledehams place, where the
seid felechep is abydyng, and nameth hem wyth odyr

suspecious people for r isers, to the entent to hide and
cover her awngylt, and to holde them that be tnv men
and innosent in that mater ina dawnger and feer that
they shuld not gader peopell, ner atempte to resiste
ther riotowsgovemauns of the seid reotows felechep.

1
[Item,

it is conceyved that if the seyd riotows fele
chep,and they that drawe to themwere dewlyexamyned,
it shuld be knowe that if there were any seche rysyng, it

was conjectyd, don, imagened, and labored be the seid
reotows felechep and be ther meanes; for aswele the
seid Cherche, as dyvers of the most suspeciows per
sonesbe the seid Cherche enbelled for rysers, as it is
seid, be and have be of long tyme dayly in compeny
wyth the seid reotows felechep.

Item, on of the seid felechep of late ryme, as it is
seide, to encresse her maliciows purpose, hath proferid
rewardisand goode to anodyr persone for to take upon
bym to apele certeynpersones, and afferme the seying
of the seid Roger Cherche ]
Inwytnesse of these premesses, dyversknytes and

esquieres, and jentelmenwhosnames folwen, wheche
knowe this mater be seying, heryng, or credible
reporte, to thiswrytyng have set her seall, besechyng

1 These paragraphs are crossed through.
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your Lordcheppis to be meanes to the Kyng owre
sovereyn Lord for remedy inthisbehalve. Wrete,&c.

On the lower margin of this paper, and on the back are scrawled a few
additional memoranda, of which the followin ar e the most important.

para

gg
aph, which is in the handwr iting of J o Paston, isso care lessly

tent t the names contained in it are quite uncertain.

Memorandum, that Jon, sone of Roger Ratklifi
'

,
bet T . Baret,

and Bestonand RobynTaylor tokand imprysonyd ThomasByr
donof Ly[n]gwode . Item, Robert Dalling bet NicholasChireh
at S tromsaw Chireh. Memorandum of manassing of the quest at
Hengham . Item, Robert Dallyng bete ThomasDallyng.

Roger att Chirche, Robert Dal lyng and Herry Bang with other
went with fors and armys, and fechid William Clippisby oute of

his fadersbous, and brought bym to the town of Walsham
, and

kept bym there ij . days and ij. nytys, and fro thens had bym to

Romgey (P), and there inpresonyd bym and made hym [give] to
Eusdal e 0) anoblygacionof C. l ibr. made after her owyndesyr.

A.D. 145 2 .
—A PETITION TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR.

[Add. Charter 1 7, 24r, B .M.]

The date of thispeti tionwil l be seenby a foot-note.

To Me mgr/i t rever ent f ader inGod, Cardyrzale Arc/ion

buss/zap of York1 and Chaunceler of Inglond.

LEASE it yowre gode Lordeshep to know that
oonRoger Cherche, other wyse callyd Roger
Bylaugh, RogerWryte , and Roger Baly, late2
was at a gaderyng and assemble of xv. per

sones ina feleshep under a wode in the town of Pos

sewyke, in the counte of Norffolk, which feleshep, as it
is seid be hem, was procured and gaderyd be the seid
Roger Cherche and be his councelores, the same
Roger seyng to summe of the same feleshep,

3 he had
remembred a gode name for her capteyn, that shuld be
JohnAmend Alle ; and the seyd Roger aftyr the seid
gaderyng aggreyd hym self to be take and examyned

1 Cardinal Kemp.

2 He re the words before Crystmasse last past original ly stood in the
tex t . but are crossed out.

He re occursa care t referr ing to some i l leg ible words in the marg in.
R



242 T HE P A S T ON LET T E R S . (a n. 1452.

be persones of his own covyne, and be color of his

seid feleshep of xv. persones be bym gaderyd, enbilled

divers gentilmen, and many thryfty and substanciall

yomen, and thryfty husbondes, and men of gode name

and fame
,
noysyng and difi

'

amyng to the Kyng and

his Councell that the seid gentilmen, yomen, and

thryfty husbondes, with other, to the nombre of ccc .

persones, shuld have mad a gaderyng and a risyng
ageynthe Kynges peasunder the seid wode, contrary
to the trought which is veryly conceyved to be don

of malyce to put the seid gentilmenand yomen in feer
and trobill that thei as wele as alle the contre shuld

not be hardy to attempt, ne lette the purposyd malyce
of the seid Cherche and his councellores in divers
riott es, extorciouns, forsibil entreys and unlawfull dis

herytauns of gentilmen and other of the Kynges liege

peple inthe seid shire that thei dayly use, which riottes,
extorcions, aswele as the seid untrewe diflamacions,
causyth gret grudgyng, trobill, and comocyoninthe seid
shire. Please it yowre gode grace , these premysses
considered , not to suflre the seid Cherche to have no
pardon of the comune grace graunted be the Kyng
owre soveraynLord unGode Fryday last past,1 umto the
ryme that he hath fownde suffi cient suerte ofwel namyd

persones of the seid shire of his gode beryng and to

d irect a comyssionun to such notabill persones in the
seid shire as please you, to take and examyn the seid
Roger Cherche, aswele as othre that them semyth ne

cessary to examyn in this behalf, so that thei that be

giltles in th is may be so declar ed, and that the i that
be gilty may be ponysshed acordyng to her demerytes
and to beseche the Kyng owre soverayn Lord in the
behalf of the gentilmen of the seid shire that his B ig
nesse wull not take hem

,
ne any of hem,

inconceyt to

be of such rewle and disposicion up un enformacion

of such a mysse rewled and encredibill man as the seid
Roger. And thei shall pray to God for you.

1 OnGood Friday the th Apri l 1452 , Henry VI . offe red general pardons
for ofl

'

ences
gi
gainst bimse f to all who would sue them out of Chancery

—S ee
Whe thamst e, 3 1 7 , 3r9.
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hurt all other that wold not folwe the oppynyons of

the seyd new cownseyll ; whiche malysiows purposid

oppynyon the jantylmen of the seyd shyer that wer
sworynatt the seyd sescions kowd not fynde in her

conciens to observe, but dede the contrarye as it
apperyth be here verdyte if itt be shewyd,&c. Remem

bre the verdyt of Brayston, &c.
And where on Roger Chirche, wyth on Robert

Ledham ,
Charlys Nowell, John son of Hodge Rat

clefi
'

, and onRobert Dallyng had the rewle and kepyng
of the se id maner of Brayston to the use of Thomas
Danyell after the dyssesing of the seyd OsbernMon

ford, the seyd Roger be the comonascent of his seyd
felashep, be the colowre of xv. personys

'

gadderid be

the exitationof the seyd Roger Chyrche and his fela
shep, accusid manynotable and thryftymen that were
well willid to the seyd Munford for the seid maner of
Brayston, to be ryseris, wher asthe seyd thr ifty men, as
well asall that contre, hath at all tymysbe pesyble and
of no seche disposicion I t waspurposid after the seid
sescions, whan the intents of the seyd new cownseyl

mygth not be executyd be indytements, than to have
had the seyd Roger Chirche owte of the Kyngs gayle,
seying that he shuld appele for the Kyng, and wold
have do the sheryfi

’

delyverid bym owt of prison, how
beit he was comyt tyd thidder be the justyse of assyse

and gayle delyvere be cawse he wasindyted of fellonye,
and that ther apperid not suffycient inquest to delyver
hym .

Item , day seth thei labour feynid materis to hurt

jentilmanand odir be soch acusements, &c.

Memorandum, as itt semyth be the confescion of

dyversof the seid xv. personys that thei were innocent
and knewnot whi the i assemelyd but only be the excita
cion of the seyd Chirche and hismenys, and after the
tyme of that they conseyvid ittwasdo tono good intent,
thei never medillid forther in the mater. Item, to re

membre how suttely the seyd Chirche was, be hisowyn
assent, led to my Lord of Norffolkbe his owyn fela
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shep to the entent to accuse and defame seche as they
lovyd not.

Memorandum, of the sescionat Norwich . Memoran
dum, of my Lord of Somerset and of the Blak frers.

Memorandum
,
that CharlysNowell isbaly of Brays

ton, and hath ther ija
'

. on the day, and of that mater
growyth hismalys.

Item,
memorandum of them that for fer of disclosid

of her falsenes acusid odyr that they shuld not be

thowth gilti hemself, and labour to have the mater

liandlid be her frends that the trowth shuld not be
triid owt .

A .D. 145 2 5 Nov.

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
This le t ter waswrittenduring the life of Phi lip Berney , most probabl§

in

1452

;
wl
fi
ile he lay sickof the wounds, of which he afterwards di ed. S ee 0

x88 urt er on.

To my r zg/zt worc/zepf ul fiusbomz
’

, j oi mPasfon, be {bit
debi t/” id in[mm

IGHT worchepful husbond, I comaund me to

yow. I pray yow that ye wol do bye ij.
doseyn trenchors, for I cannone gete in this
town. Also I pray yow that ye wol send me

a booke wyth chardeqweyns
1 that I may have of in

the monynggs, for the eyeres be nat holsom in this
town; therfor I pray yow hertely lete John Suffeld

bryng it hom wyth bym .

N0 more but the blyssid Ternyte have yow inHese

1 A preserve made of 9ninces.
—S ee

.

lndex to Fum ivall’s Mariners and
Mea ls in O lden T imes.

’
In the ord inances of the household of George ,

Duke of Clarence
,

‘

fchare
c

il
uynses occur under the he

ad
of spices, the ir

pri ce be ing five shi l lings t e boke , or £2 105 . for 10 lbs—S ee the Soci e ty
o f Ant iquaries

’

Collection of Ordinances for the Royal Househo ld, p. 103.

The word also occurspp. 45 5 , 47 1 of same volume.
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kepyng, and send yow good sped inall yowre maters.
Wrete onSent Leonard even.

My uncle Phelyppe
1
commaund bym to yow,

and he

hath be so seke Sith that I come to Redham
,
that I

wend he shuld never a as
‘

kapid i t, nor not is leke to do
but if he have redy help ; and therfore he shal into
Suffolk thisnext weke to mynaunt

,
for there is a good

fesician, and he shal loke to bym.

My Lady Hastyngs
2 told me that Heydon hath

spoke to Geffrey Boleyn
8
of London, and is a greid

wytht bym that he shuld bargeynwyth Sir JohnFas
tolfi

‘

to bye the manor of Blyklyng as it were for bym
selfi

'

,
and if Boleyn byet in trowght Heydon shal

have it. Yowr
,

M. P.

I cam to Norwiche onSowlemesday.

A .D. i 45 2 1 6 Nov.

AGNES PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, in.

This lett er is certainly not earlier than 145 1 or la ter than 1453 ; for it was
wr it tensome time after Lady Boys became a widow,

which was inDecembe r
1 450 (see p. and be fore S ir John Fastolf ’s removal from London into
Norfo lk, w

'

c aswil l be se en hereafter, was in the autumn of 1454.
bably the t rue date is 1432, for in the summe r following, owing to Gurney

'

s

u tte r inabili ty to pay his rent, we find AgnesPastonurg ing her sonseriously
to lookout for another tenant for Orwe llbury.

Tbis lettre be debit/cr ed toj ob : Paston, beynge at London,
inMe Innere Inof tile Temple.

GRETE you well, and sende you Goddesblis
syng and myn. And as touchyng the mater

wheche ye desyryd my cosyn Clere shulde

1 Phi lip Berney .

3 M ry , widowof S ir Edward Hast ings of Elsing , Norfolk, who sty led
himse lf rd Hast ings and S tutvilL—S ee B lomefi e ld, viii. 1 1 2 , and ix. 5 1 3,

gr3An ancestor of Anne Bo leyn and Queen E lizabe th. He was Mayor Of
Londonin i 4s7 .
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so that the manmyre leven and paye us
, I wolde for

yeve him of the olde arreragsxl z
'

. and he myte be mad

to paye xx. marc be yer, on that condicionI wolde for
yeve him xii , and so thynketh me he shulde hav cause
to praye for your fader and me, and was it leten inmy
fadres ryme. I fele by Roberd, hiswif is right loth to
gon thens, she seide that sche had lever I shulde have
all her gode after her day, than the i schulde go out

ther of.
Item

,
JohnDam teld me that the Lady Boys1 will

selle a place called Halys,2 but he seith sehe speketh it
privyly, and seith it is not tayled , as JohnDam kno,
wech will she hath seide as largely of other thyngs that
hath not be so.

I tem,
he tolde me, ashe herd seyu, Ser JohnFastolf

hath sold Heylysdonto Boleyn
3
of London; and yf it

be so
,
it semeth he will selle more. Wherfor I praye

you, as ye wil l have my love and my blissyng, that ye
will helpe and do your devoir that sumthyngwere pur
chased for your ij. bretheren. I suppose Ser John
Fastolf, and hewer spake to, wold be glader to lete his
kensemen have par te than straunge men. Asay him
inmy name of suych placsas ye suppose ismost cler.

It is seid in this contre that my Lord of Norfolk
seith Ser JohnFastolf hath yoven him Gastr, and he
will hav [it] pleynly. I sende you a bill Of Osbernhand,
whech was the ansuer of the Sheref and Johnof Dam .

Jon, brynge me my lettre born with you, and my
cosyn Cler is copy of her lettre, and the copy of the
reseyth of Horwelbury ; and recomaunde me to Lom

nor, and tell him his best be loved fareth well, but sche
isnot yet come to Norwich, for thei deye yet, but not
so 5 01 as thei dede. And God be wyth you. Wretch
at Norwych, inright gret hast, the xvj. day of Novembr.

By your moder,

1 S ee p. 22 1 , Note 3 Holm Hale—S ee p. 22 1.
3 Geoffrey Boleyn.

—S ee p. 246, Note 3.
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A.D. 145 2 , 1 8 Dec.

THE DUKE OFYORK AND SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[Add. Charter B .M. ]

HIS endenture witnesseth that where R ichard,
Duc of York, by hislettre of saal [sale] bering
date the xv . day of themonneth of Decembre,
the xxxjt i yere Of the regne of oure soverain

Lord Kyng Henry the Sext, hath bargaigned, aliened,
solde, graunted, and conferrned unto John Fastolf,
Knyght, the jowellesundrewriten —That is to wite, a
nowche of gold with a greet poyii ted diamand sette up
ona roose enameledwhite , anowche of gold infacionof
a ragged staf, with ij. ymagesofmanand womangarnys
shed

'

with a ruby, a diamande
,
and a greet peerle ;

and a fioure of gold, garnysshed wi th ij. rubyes, a dia
mande, and iij. hanging peerles. To have, holde, and
rejoyce the same jowell es to the saide John, hisexecu
tors and assignees, frely, quietly, and pesibly for evere
more, like as in the saide lettre of saal more Openly is
conteened. Nevertheles the saide John wolle and

graunteth herby that yif the saide Duc paie or doo paie
to the same John or to his attom ee, hisheires or to

his executors, in the Fest of the Natwi tee Of Sainte
JohnBaptist next commyng, iiijc xxxvijlz. £ 437] ster
lingeswithoutendelay, that thanthe saide letter of saal
to bee hold for notht ; but he to delivere ayeimunto
the saide Duc, or to his attom ee paieng the saide
iiijc xxxvijlz. sterlingesinthe saideFest, the saide jowel
les. And yil defaulte bee made inthe paiement of the
saide iiijc xxxvijli. inpartie or inall ayenst the fourme
aforesaide, than wolle and graunteth the saide Duc

herby that the forsaide let tre of saal, by him as is
abouve saide made, stande in ful strengh and vertu.

thisendenture notwithstanding. Inwitnesse wherof
, to

the parte of thissaide endenture remaynyng towards
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the saide John the saide Duc hath sette his seel.

Yevenat Fodringey, the xviij° day of the saide mon
neth Of Decembre, the xxxjt i yere of the regne of Oure

saide souverain Lord King Henry the Sext .
R. YORK.

Seal attached mutilated.

A .D. 1453 , 30 Jan.

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 3221s ]

The beginning of this le tter re fers to bui lding ope rations, which I presu

to be the same as those to which the next le t te r re lates, and therefore of the

same date. They were probably at Caister Cast le.

To my r
'

g/tt aforebgzfipf ull bosbomz
’

, j ob): P ersian
,
beMy :

IGHT worchipfull hosbond, I recommand me

to yow, desyring to here of your welfar

praying yow to wete that Sir Thomas Howes
hath purveyed iiij. dormants1 for the drawte

chamer,
2
and the malthouse, and the browere, wherof

he hath bought iij. , and the forte, that shall be the
lengest and grettest of all, he shall have from Heyles

don, whiche he scyth my Mayster Fastolf shall geve
me, be cause my chamet shall be made ther with .

As for the laying of the seyd dormants, they shall be
leyd thisnext weke, be cause of the malthous, and as

for the remenant
,
I trow it shall abyde tyll ye come

hom, be cause I can nother be purveyed of pysts

[postsi ], ne of bordsnot yette .

I have take the mesure in the draute chamer, ther
as ye wold your cofors and cowntewery3 shuld be set te
1 Large beams.
2 Draught chambe r. A withdrawing-room—Hal liwel l .
3 Cowntewery must mean his counter, desk, or board to sit and wr ite .&c.
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A.D . 1453 .
—JOHN PASTON To JOHN NORWODE.

[From PastonMSS . , B.M.]

From the memoranda on the backof this let ter, it would appear to belong to
the 3 i st year of Henry VI .

I ?) f all” [Vorwoa
’
a

LETE you wete thatHache hath do no werk of
mynwherfore he aught to have receyvid any
mony, savyng only for the makyng of the

li till housabove the halle wyndownes, for the
remenaunte was that fell downinhisdifiaute And as

for the makyng of that li till hous, he toke that in a

comenaunte [covenant], with makyng of too chymnyes,
of Sir ThomasHowys for xla , which comenaunte may
not hold, be cause that I must have thre chymnyesand
ina nother place.

I tem, the seid li till hows drawyth not v. thowsand

tyle,which afterxvjzz
’
. the thowsand shuld drawevjs. viijtz

'

.

Notwithstandyng, if Sir Thomas thynk that he shuld

be alowyd mo, he shall be . And ye must remembre
how that he hath receyvid vjr . viija

'

. of you, and of

Robert Tolle before Halwemesse, as apperi th in his

accompt, viijs. And he hath receyvid of Tolle S ith
Halwemesse vs. iiija

'

. And than be this rekenyng he
shuld be xiijr . iiijd. a fore hand, which I wold ye shuld
gader up in this newe werk aswele as ye myght, for I
am be hold to do bym but litill favour.

I tem, be war ther leve no firsis in the deke that ye
reparre, and that the wode be mad of fagot and leyd
up forthwoth as it is fellid for taking away. I wold
ye wer her onSatirday at evyn thow ye yed ageyn on

Moneday.

JON PASTON .

memoranda oemr on
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Rec
' W. Hach .

Rec
'

de Joh’

e Paston, anno xxx
°
, VJS . viijci

I tem. de Roberto Te lte , xii js. iii i.
De Thoma Howis, xxd.

pro le closet u .

ded it ci xvs. inrecom :
jus ipsum e t Mo (7) Unde tradidi

qui manuse it (sic) .
quod

barganium suum et in e opens haberet de

A.D. 1453 , 20 April.
MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i
According to B lomefie ld (Hist. of Norf , in. Margaret of Anjou, Que en

of H VI . , visi ted Norw ich inthe spr ing of 145 2 ; but hy the same authority ,

it woul that she had re turned to Westminste r be fore the 1 7 th of

March in t y ear, which would not suit the date of this le t ter. Besides,JohnPast onwas at Norwich inApr il 145 2 , and date ; a le t ter at Norwich on

S t. Georg e
'

s day , complaining of the assault made upon him at the door of

Norwich Cathedral on Monday be fore Easter. I t is impossible , there fore ,
that Margare t Pastoncould have writ ten to him from Norwich two days be
fore Sr. George

’

s da in that year . From anundated entry in the Norwich
Ci ty records, which rs internal evidence of having beenmad e inthe year
1 45 3 , it would appear that the King

’
s ha lf bro thers

,
Edmund, Ear l of Rich

mond, and Jaspe r, Ear l of Pembroke , visited Nom ch in that yeah
—(S ee fol.

19 of a volume , entit led AnO ld Free Book." in the Norwich city archives. )
As to the Queen

’

svisit I find no di rect evidence , but I think it possible she
may have come with one of the King

’
sbrothers, and that the othe r may have

come a litt le late r.

1021e zjbf zdl Mayster , f ofmPaxton, be

IGHT wurshipfull hosband, I recommand me
to yow, preying yow to wete, &c.

1

As for tydyngs, the Quene 2 come in to

this town onTewysday last past after none,
and abode here tyll itt was Thursday, iij. after none ;
and she sent after my cos. Elysabeth Clere 3 by
Sharynborn, to come to her and she durst not dysabey
1 Here (says Fenn) follows some account of money received, &c.
2 Margaret of Anjou.

.

3 W'

idow of Robe rt Clerc , E of Ormesby , who died in 1446. Fennsa 3

his daughter, but no not ice is
s

l‘lound of a daughter of that name , whi le e

ow occurs fr equent ly inthiscorrespondence .
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her commandment
,
and come to her. And whenshe

come in the Quenys presens, the Quene made ryght
meche of her

,
and desyrid here to have an hosbond,

the which ye shall know of here after. But as for

that, he isnever nerrer thanhe was befor.

The Quene was right well pleasid with her answer,
and reportyht of her in the best wyse, and scyth, be
her trowth

, she seyno jantylwomansynshe come into
Norffolk that she lykit better thanshe doth her.

Blake, the bayle 1 of Swafi
’

ham
,
was here with the

Kyngs brother, and he come to me, wenyng that ye
had be at horn, and seyd that theKyngs brother de
syrid hym that he shuld pray yow inhisname to come
to hym ,

for he wold right fayu that ye had come to

bym , if ye had benat home ; and he told me that he
west wele that he shuld send for yow when he come

to London, bothe for Cossey and other thyngs.
I pray yow that ye woll do your cost onme ayens

Witsontyd, that I may have somme thyng for my
nekke . When the Queme was here, I borowd my
coseyn Elysabeth Gleris devys, for I durst not for
shame go with my beds among so many fresch jantyl
womenas here were at that tym. The blissid Trinyte

have yow inhiskepyng.

Wretynat Norwych on the Fryday next befor Seynt
George.

M. PASTON.

A .D . 1453 , 6 July.

AGNES PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 182 .

S ir JohnHeveningham, whose death ismentioned m th is le tter, was found,
by an inquisi tiontakenonthe 29 th September 32 Henry VI. , to have died on

9 Either Edmund Tudor, who was created Earl of Richmond about No

vembe r 1 45 2 , or asper, who wascreated Ear l of Pembroke at the same time.

They were half rothers to the King be ing sons of hismothe r , Cather ne,
Queenof Henry V. ,

by her subsequent marriage to Sir OwenT iidor.
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A.D. 1453 , 6 July.

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
This le t te r chronic les the same two dea ths as the preceding , and is there

fore of the same date .

7 2) my f it/rt wordzz
'

pf ul l Mayster f ofinPaston, be t/zis

T worchipfull hosbond, I recommawnd

me to yow, praying yow to wete that I have
spoke with Newman for his place, and I am

thorow with bym therfor, but he wold not
lete it inno wyse lesse thanv. mar e . I told hym that
sekyrly ye shuld not know but that I hyrid it Of bym for

iijlz
'

. I seyd as for the noble,1 I shuld payt Ofmynowyn
purse, that ye shuld no knowlech have therof. And

this day I have had inne ij. cartfull Of hey, and your
stabyl shall be made I hOpe this next weke. I kowd

not gette no grawnt Of hym to have the warehows he

seyth ifhe may inanywyse forber itt her after, ye shall
have itt, but he wull not grawnt itt in no convawt

[covenant]. He hath grawntyd me the howsbe twix
the vowte and the warehows, and that he seyd he
grawntyd not yow.

And as for the chamer that ye assygnyd to myn

unkyl,
2 God hath purveyd for hym as hyswill is; he

passyd to God onMonday last past, at xj. Of the elok
befor none, and Sir JohnHevenyngham passyd to God
onTewysday last past ; hois sowlysboth God assoyle .

Hissekenesse toke bym onTewysday, at ix. Of the elok
befor none, and be too aft er none he was dedd.

I have begonne your inventare that shuld have be
l A noble was a coin of the va lue of 6s 8d. A markwas 1 3s. 4d. Fi ve

marks there fore were equa l to £3 6 : 8 ; but Margaret said she would y
the Odd noble , or 65 . 8d . , out of her ownpurse , and not le t Pastonknow ut

tha t he had the lace for £3. A hrtle ar t ifice for acceptmg terms wh
°

ch she

had doubt less to d Newmanher husband could never agree to.

Philip Berney .
—S e¢ p. 2 25 , Note 1 .
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made or this tym,
if I had benwell at ease . I hope

to make an ende therof, and Of other thyngs both this
next weke, and ben inthat other place, ifGod send me

belth . I must do purvey for meche stuff or I come
ther, for ther isnother bordsne other stuff that must
neds be had or we come there. And Richard hath
gadderid butt lyt ill mony syth he come from yow. I

have sent John Norwod this day to Gresham , Besig
ham, and Matelask to gete alsmeche mony ashe may.

The blissid Trinyte have yow inhiskeping. Wretyn

at Norwych, on the U tas day Of Peter and Powll. l

Yowrs, M. P.

190.

A .D. 1 453 , Sept. (i
’

)
MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M. ]

There isneither signature nor address to this let ter, but it is undoubted ly
from Marga re t Paston to he r husband. The handwrit ing is the same ast hat

o f he r o the r le t ters. The date seems to be af te r the dea th of Sir JohnHeven
ingham in 145 3 , and is not like ly to have beena la te r ear , as the Duchessof

Sufl
’

olk
'

s influence must have been dimm'

ished when e Duke of Yorkcame
into power, though it may possibly have beenpowerful againin 1456.

TH worchepfull howsbonde, I recomende me

on to yow. Plesyt yow to wete that I sent

Tomas Bon to Edwarde Coteler to have one

ansuer Of the mater that ye spak to bym of
,

and he sent me worde that he hade spok to hysman
therof, and he tolde bym that he hade no wrytynge nor
evidens Of no swyche thyng as ye spak to bym Of

,
ner

not wyst were he scholde have cnowlage Of no swyche

thyng,save that he tolde bym that he receyvydonysjc r .

[1 oon] Of the same rent ; but and hemay have cnowlage
Of onymanthathavythonywrytyng or ony thyng thatmay
out prevayle, he schal late yow have cnoulage therof.
As for Wylliam Yellverton, he come here never

syn ye yede. As for my Lady Stapull ton, att the

1 The day of St. Pe ter and Pau l is the 29 th of June. The u tas or octave
of a feast isthe eighth day of the feast—that is to say , the seventh day aft er ,
whi ch in this case is the 6th of Julv

S
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wrytyng Of thysletter schewasnot come home. Wynd
hamys

1
erand to my Lady Of Southefolk2 was to

desiyr byr gode Ladychep and to beseche hyr that
sche wold spek to my cosyn Evenyngham

3 that he
myt have hys gode wyll, for he levith inhOpe to have
hysmodyr, and he hath made menys to have her by
JohnGrosand hyswyf, and by Bokynham and by Odyr
dyvers, and profuryth byr to find suerte to aquitt hyr

housbondys dettes, the q che is CCC . mare, and to

payit doune onj . day. And by thysmene
,
ashe scyth,

he bathe bargeynid with j . marchande of London, and
hath solde to bym the mar iage Of hys son, for the

q ehe he seal have vij . C . [700] mare, and Of that
the iij. C. [300] mare schoulde be payd for the forseyd
dettes and also he proforyth to yeve hyr the maner of
Felbryg to hyr joyntour, and Odyr la[r]ge proforsas ye
schal here erafl

‘

ter . As for the good wyll Of my cosyn
Hevenyngham , he scyth Wyndh[am] 4 he schall never
havehytt,nott for tohave hyr godekonyth he[abydyth]5
hyssoull bevy therof, for he IS aferde that and if the
largeproforsmaybeperfor[m]yd, thatschewyll havehym .

My seyd cosynpreyith yow, att the reverens Of Gode,
that ye wyll do yowyr [devoir]

6 therinto brec it and ye
can. He schall be here ayenonMychaellmasevyn. He

wasfull sory that ye wer outt att thistyme, for he hopyd
that ye schoulde have do myche goode att this tyme .

He bathe seyde asmyche ther ageyns as he dar do to
have byr gode modyrchep. My Lady Of Southfolce

sent j . letter to hyr yesterday by Stanle, the q che

is callyd j . well cherysyd man with my seyd Lady,
and desyiryng hyr in the letter that sche wolde owe

hyr godde wyll and favor to Wyndham m that that he
desyiryd Of hyr, and Of more matterys that ye schall
here er after, for I suppose sche wyll schew yow the
1 JohnWyndham , Esq. of Fe lbri
2 A lice , Wi dow ofWilliam de la P

g
tfie , Duke of Sufl

'

olk.

2

"ohn
la

so

pi.
of S ir JohnHeveningham—S ee No 1 88, pre liminary Note.

ut i te

5

d

Erased in MS . Apparently some further correction should have been
e.

3 Omi tt ed inMS . Do your devoir,” i t . endeavour, seems to have been
the phrase intended.
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to that entent y have denounced and delyverd to you
inwrytyng certeynarticlesayenst the Due Of Somerset,
whych ys one of theym that ysgylty thereofl

‘

, whertOO

tbc B ut: of Somerset have aunsuerd and to that that
he hath aunsuerd y have replyed ynsuch wyse that y
trowe to be sure ynough that there shall no vayllable

thyng be seyd to the contrarie Of my seyd replicacion,
and asmoch ashe woold sey shall be but falsnesse and
lesyngs, asbe the probacions that shall be made there
uppon shall mow appiere how be it that to alle

people Of gode entendement, knowyng how justice
owyth to be ministred, it ys full apparaunt that the
denunciacionsayenst bym made bensufficiently preved
by the dedes that have folowed thereoff ; whereuppon
y have requyred to have ouverture Of justice by yow,

whych ye have not yhyt doon to me
,
whereoff y am so

hevy that y may no lenger beere it, speciallie seth the
mater by me pursued ys so worshipfull for all the

royaume, and for you, and so greable to God, and to
alle the subgettys Of thys royaume, that it may be no
gretter. And it yssuch that for anye favour Of lignage,
ne for anye othyr cause there shulde beno dissimulacion,
for doubt lest that othyr yntyme comyng take example
thereofi

'

, and lest that the full noble vertue Of justice ,
that Of God ys so greetly recommaunded

,
be extinct

or quenched by the fals Oppinions Of som,
that for the

grete bribes that the seyd Duc Of Somerset hath pro
mysed and yoven them, have turned theyr bertys from
the wey Of trouth and Of justice ; some seyeng that the
casesby bym comm itted ben but cases Of trespasse

,

and othyr takyng a colour to make anuniversell peas.
Whereofi

'

every manthat ys trewe to the seyd Goronne
auyth gretely to marveylle, that anye man

'

wold sey
that the losse Of ij. so noble ducheesasNormandie
and Guyen, that benwell worth a greet royaume

, com

yng by successions Of fadres and modres to the seyd
Goronne, ys but trespasse where as it hath be seen

inmanye royaumesand lordshyps that, for the losse Of
tounes or castellswythoute sege, the ,

capitaynes that
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hav lost theym han be deede and beheded, and her

godes lost ; as in Praunce one that lost Chyrborough ;
and also a knyght that fledd for dred of bataille shulde
be byheded, 5 00 that alle these thyngsmay be founden
inthe laweswryten, and also ynthe boke clepedL

’
arbre

a
’

e B ataz
’

lle. Wherfor, for to abbregge my langage, y
requyre you that forasmech as the more partie Of the

dedes committed by the seyd Duc of Somerset ben
comm itted yn the royaume Of Fraunce, that by the
lawes of Praunce processe be made thereuppon and

that all thyng that y have delyvered and shall delyvere
be seen and understand by people havyng knoulige
therofl

”

,
and that the dedes comm itted by bym in thys

royaume bee yn lyke wyse seen and understand by
people lerned ynthe lawes of thysland and for preffe

thereofi
'

to graunt commissions to inquere thereofi'

,
as

by reasonand Of custom it owyth to be doon, callyng
God and you all my Lordesto wytnesse Of the devoirs
by me doon in thys seyd matere and requyeyng you

that thysmy bille and alle othyr my devoirsmay be
enacted before you. And that y may have it exempli
fied undre the Kyngs grete seele for my discharge and
acquytaille of my trouth, makyng protestacion that in
case ye make not to me ouverture of justice upon the
seyd caas, y shall for my discharge do my peyn that
my seyd devoirs and the seyd lak Of justice shall be
knowen through all the royaume.

J . M. NORFF.

192 .

About A .D . 1454.

THE CouNTEss OF OXFORD TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS B .M. ]
At the bot tom of the le tt er is a contemporary note which appears to show

that it was fil ed along wi th others of various dates be fo re Michae lmas 1 454
Li terae de diverstsannisante Michaelem xxxiij. More precise evidence

of itsdate doesnot se em to be attainable.

[T0my] r ig/it trusiy and welbelovedj onPaston, Esguz
'

er .
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ICHT trusty and intierly welbelovyd, I grete

you wele . Prayng you as I specially trust
you that ye wole be good frend to James
Arblaster in his mater touchyng the maner

Of Smalbergh, as I wote wele ye haf ever be to bym

ryght especiall frend and thogh it so be that the sayd
James had gret trobles, losses, and adversite herbeforn,
neverthelesse he shall not be so bare Of frendysner

goodesbut that I wole se bym holpynwith the mercy
Of God. Inperformmyng wherof the berer of thisshal
enforme you of myn imten and disposicion more

largely than I wole put in wrytyng. And the Trinite
have you inhyskepyng. WretynatWefnow,

1 the vij.
day of August.

ELIZABETH VER, Countes of Oxenford.

19 3 .

Year uncertain.

THE COUNTESS OF OXFORD TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B.M.

This and the le t ter immediate ly fol lowing are inse rted here mere ly
account of the ir similari ty to the last. Their dates are quite uncertain.

Toj o/mPaston, Sgwyer , dwe/{yng m Nor a/£512.

GHT entierly welbeloved , I grete yow well,
and pray yow that ye woll be good frende un
to Arblaster in suche matiers as he shal
enfo[rme] yow,

and I thanke yow for the

good frendship that ye have shewed to bym . And I

sent a letter to Margaret Gurnay byfore Cristemesse
of certeyn langage that I herd, wich plesed me nowght,
and so I prayed my Lord to gif me leve to wrytte to

hir ; and therfore and ye here any thyng, answere, as
my trust is in yow. R ight entierly welbeloved, the
Holy Gost have yow in his kepyng. Wretyn inhast
the first day Of February. OXENFORD ,

ELYZ ABETH DE VEE

l t enhoe , near Colchester, inEssex.
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in like forme as the Duke had done, desiryng that he
shuld blisse i t ; but alle their labour was inveyne, for

they depar ted thenswithout any answere or counten~

annee savyng only that ones he loked on the Prince
and caste doune his eyene ayen, without any more .

Item
,
the Cardinalle 1 bathe charged and com

maunded alle his servauntz to be redy with bowe and
arwes, swerd and bokeler, crossebowes, and alle other
habillementes of werre, suche as thei kunmedle with
to awaite upon the saufgarde Of his persone.

Item
,
th

’

erle of Wiltshire 2 and the Lord Bonvile
have done to be cryed at Taunton in Somerset shire,
that every man that is likly and wole go with theym

and serve theym , shalle have vjzz
’
. every day as long as

he abidethe with theym .

I tem
,
the DukOf Excestre3 inhisowne persone hathe

ben at Tuxforthe beside Dancastre, in the north
contree, and there the Lord Egremond 4 mette hym,

and thei ij. bensworne togider, and the Duke is come
home agcin.

I tem, th
’

erle Of Wiltshire, the Lord Beaumont,
Ponynges, Clyfford, Egremond, and Bonvyle, maken
all the puissance they kan and may to come hider
with theym.

I tem, Thorpe 5 of th
’

escheker articuleth fast ayenst
the Duke of York, but what his articles ben it is yit
unknowen.

Item, Tresham,

6 Josep
,

7 Danyelle,8 and Trevilian0

1 ohnKem Cardina l Archbishop of Canterbury.

2 ames But er, Ear l ofWil tsh ire and Ormond.
3 enry Ho lland.

4 Thomas Pe rcy , third sonof Henry , Ear l of Northumber land.

5 ThomasThorpe , one Of the Baronsof the Exchequer,who wasalso Speaker
of the House of Commons, but was at this t ime im

p
risoned in the Flee t in

consequence of an act ionbrought against him by t e Duke of York—(S ee
Rolls of Parl. v . ,

6 ThomasTresham. who as S ir ThomasTresham, Knight ,
”
wasat tainted

unde r Edward IV. for fighting on the Lancast rian side at Towton, but his
at tainde r was afterwards reve rsed in Par liament and 8 Edw. IV. , on the

ground that he was a household servant of Henry (f l . and had beenbrought
up inh is service from a child—Ro llsof Par liament , v . , 6 16-1 7 .

7 Wi l liam Joseph, who, with Thorpe, was frequent ly accused by the York:

ists of misleading the King—Rol ls of Par liament, v.
, 280, 282 , 332 , 342 .

8 ThomasDanie l, Esq —S ee p. 2 28, Note 3.
9 JohnTrevilian.
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have made a bille to the Lordes, desiryng to have a

garisone kept at Wyndesore for the saufgarde of the

Kyng and of the Prince , and that they may have
money for wages of theym and other that shulle kepe
the garyson.

I tem ,
the Duc of Buk

’
hathe do to be made M1

. M1
.

[2000] bendes with knottes, to what entent menmay
construe as their witteswole yeve theym .

I tem
,
the Duke of Somersetes herbergeour hath

taken up all the loggyng that may be gotennere the
Toure , in Thamystrete, Martlane

,
Seint Katerines,

Tourehille, and there aboute.

Item , the Queene bathe made a bille of five articles,
desiryng those articles to be graunted ; wherof the first
is that she desireth to have the hole reule of this land
the second is that she may make the Chaunceller, the
Tresorere, the Prive Seelle, and alle other officers of
this land

,
with shireves and alle other officers that the

Kyng shuld make the third is, that she may yeve alle
the bisshopriches of this land, and alle other benefices

'

longyng to the Kynges yift 3 the iiij
th is that she may

have suffisant lyvelode assigned hir for the Kyng and
the Prince and hir self. But as for the vth article, I
kannat yit knowe what it is.

I tem , the Duke of York wole be at Londone justly
on Fryday next comyng

1 at night
,
as his owne men

tellen for certain, and he wole come with his houshold
meynee, clenly beseenand likly men. And th

’
erle of

Marche 2 cometh with bym, but he will have a nother
feliship of gode men that shall be at Londone before
hym that he is come ; and suche jakkes,
salettes, and other berneys as hismeyne shulle have

,

shalle come to Londone with hem , or before hem in
cartes. The Erle of Salesbury 3 wille be at Lon[don]
on Monday“ or Tywesday next

“

comyng wi th seven
score knyghtes and squyers, beside other meynee ,

1 2sth Januar y.

2 Afte rwardsEdward IV. , the Duke of York
'

5 e ldest son.

3 Richard Nev ill, Ear l of Salisbury , father ofWarwick the King—make r
1 arst January .
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The Erles of Warwyk,
1 Richemond,2 and Pembroke 3

comenwith the Duke of Yorke, as i t isseide, everych
of theym with a godely feliship. And natheles th

’

erle

of Warwyk wole have M1
. men awaityng on bym

beside the feliship that cometh with bym,
as ferre as

I canknowe. And asGefirey Poole seithe, the Kynges

bretherne ben like to be arrested at their comyng to
Londone, yf thei come. Wherfore it is thought bymy
Lordes4 servauntz andwelwillershere that my Lord, at
his comyng hider, shalle come with a gode and olenly
feliship, suche as is likly and accordyng to his estate

to have aboute bym ; and their ham eys to come in
cartes, asmy Lord of Yorkes menues harneys did the
last terme, and shalle at this tyme also. And over
that, that my Lord have a nother gode feliship to

awaite onhym and to be here afore bym, or elssone

after bym,
in l ike wise as other Lordes of his blode

wole have.

And for the more redynesse of suche feliship to be
hade redy, that my Lord send sadde and wise messa
gers to his servauntz and tenauntz inSussex and els

where, that they be redy at Londonayenst hiscomyng,
to awaite on my Lord ; but lete my Lord beware of

writyng of lettresfor theym, lest the lettresbe delivered
to the Cardynall e and Lordes, as one of my Lordes
lettres was nowe late, for perill that myght falle, for
that lettre hathe done moche harme and no gode.

And as for suche tydynges as ben contened in the

lettre sent home by John Sumpterman, I can nat

hiderto here the contrarie of any of theym, but that
every man that is of th

’
Opynion of the Duke of

Somerset 5 makethe bym redy to be as stronge as he

kan make bym . Wherfore it is necessarie that my
Lord loke wele to hym self and kepe bym amonge his

meyne, and depar te nat from theym,
for it is to drede

1 R ichard Nevil l, Ear l ofWarwick. afterwardsknownas theKing-maker.”

B

, Ed
gl
u

l
i

p
d Tudor, the King

’
s ha lf-brother . He was the father of King

enryJaspe r Tudor, brother of the Ear l of Richmond, and half-brother to the
m
4 Probably the Duke of Norfo lk. 5 S ee p. 228, Note 4.
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the Chaunceller onMonday last
'

passed 1 at Lamhithe,
and compleyned on the Lord Bonvile for takyng of

the shippesand godes of the Flemmyngesand other of
the Duke of Burgoynes Lordships, and the Chaun
celler yave theym none answere to their plesyng
wherfore the substaunce of theym with one voys cryed
alowde,

“ Justice, justice, justice !
”
wherof the Chaun

celler wasso dismayed that he coude nemyght nomore
sey to theym for fere.

19 6 .

A .D . L454 29 Jan.

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

The request made at the end of this let ter that JohnPastonwould procure
ornament for her neck. isnoted by Fennasone that she had made

145 2 and of which thiswas probably a repe titionnine monthsafi e r
ere seemsno be tt e r evidence of date to go by. so we fo llow the

sam e mode of inference : but aswe have placed the le t ter containing thefirst pe ti tionfor the necklace in 1453 instead of 145 2 , we must attribute this
le tter to the year 1454.

To my r zyki wars/zzpf ull hosbond, j ahiz Paston, be Mir
debacrya

’

in fla t.

IGHT worshipfull hosbond, I recommawnd me
to yow,

praying yow to wete that I spak

yistirday with my suster,
2
and she told me

that she was sory that she myght not speke
with yow or ye yede and she desyr ith if itt pleased
yow, that ye shuld yeve the jantylman, that ye know
of, seche langage as he myght fele by yow that ye wull
be wele willyng to the mater that ye know of for she

told me that he hath seyd befor this tym that he con

seyvid that ye have sett but lytil therby, wherefor she
prayth yow that ye woll be here gode brother, and that
ye myght have a full answer at this tym whedder i t

1 14th January .
2 E lizabe th Paston.
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shall be ya or nay. For her moder hath seyd to her
syth that ye redyn hens, that she hath no fantesy ther
inne

,
but that it shall com to a jape and seyth to her

that ther is gode crafte in dawbyng ; and hath seche
langage to her that she thynkyt right strange, and so

that she is right wery therof, wherefor she desyrith the
rather to have a full conclusyon therinne . She seyth

her full trost is inyow,
and as ye do therinne, she woll

agre her therto .

Mayster Braklee
1 be her yisterday to have spoke with

yow I spak with bym, but he wold not . tell me what
his erond was.

I t is seyd her that the cescionsshall be at Thetford
on Saterday next komyng, and ther shall be my Lord
of Norffolk and other with grette pupill [people], as it
isseyd .

Other tydyngs have we none yett . The blissefull

Trynyte have yow in his kepyng. Wretyn at Nor
wyche, on the Tewysday next befor Candelmasse.

I pray yow that ye woll vowchesawf to remembr to

purvey a thing for my nekke, and to do make my
gyrdill.

Yowris, M. P .

My cosyn Crane recommawndeth her to yow, and

prayt th yow to remembr her mater, &c .
,
for she may

not slepe onnyghtys for hym .

About A .D. I 4S4.
—AGNES PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
This le tter re fers to a proposal for Paston’s sister which was probably m or

a lit t le before :

41
54, as ina le tter of the 1 5 th July m that year Paston sta tes

thattha several su ofi
'

ershad beenunder consideration.

1 ohnB racklee or Brackley was a brother of the Convent of GreyFriars,
or riarsMinors inNorwich. He tooka Doctor of Divinity’s degree , and
wasa famouspreacher.

—F
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Tity: [alter be delyverd tof ofinPa lm ,
dwe/13m in tile

Inder Inof the flmpy ll at! London, inlzast .

Grete yow well, and lete yow wete that thys
day I waswith my doughtyr yor wyfe, and

che was ingood hele att the makynof thys
letter, thankyd be God ! and sche lete yor

sustyr and me wete of a letter wheche ye sent byr, that
ye have be laboryd to for Ser William Oldhall to have
your sustyr , and desyryng in the seyd letter to have
ananswer in schort tyme, who [bow] sche wyll be de
menyd in thysmater.

Yor suster recomaundyt hyr to yow,
and thankyt

yow hertyly that ye wyll remembyr hyr, and lete hyr
have knowleche ther of, and prayt yow that

'

ye wyll do

your dever to bryng it to a good conclusyon for sche
seythe to me that sche tiystyt that ye wyll do so

,
that

it xall be bothe for byr worchup and profyr. And as

for me, if ye can thynke that hys lond standyt cler, in
as meche as I fele your sustyr well wyllyd ther to, I
hold me well content.
And as for the oblygacyonof the persenof Marlyn

ferthe, wheche I sent yow by John Newman, I pray

yow lete it be suyd and as for the Parsonand Lyn

desey, they be a cordyd. And God have yow in

kepyn, and send yow hysblyssyn and myn. Wretyn

at Norwyche onPulver Wedenesday.

1

Be yor moder,
AUGNES PASTON.

A.D. I 4S4.
—INGHAM’

S PETITION.

[From PastonMSS . , B.M.]

This isa petitionto the King inParliament which, support ed by the influ
ence of Cardinal Kemp, appears to have met wi th a favourable hearing from
the House of Lords. The date will appear by the le t te r fol lowing .

1 If inx454, Ash
-Wednesday was the 6th of March.
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lettre at Dunstone afore seide, and bym thanand there

grevosly bette and woundet, aswell -

upon his hede
asupponhis leggs, and other ful grevous strokes and
many gaf hym upon his bakke

, so that youre seide
besecher ismahaymed uponhis ryght legg, and feyne
to goo oncrucches, and so must do al dayes of his lif
to hisutter undoyng ; notwithstandyng the seide mys
doers and riotouspeple in this conceite [lef]te youre
seide besecher for dede. Uppon the whech ryot i t
was complayned to my Lord Chauncelere 1 by the

frends of yowre besecher, desyryng of hym by ca[use
of th]e grete ryote doone by the seide Thomas, and
also for the sauf garde of youre seyde ‘

besechere,
that oone of your serjantes of armes myght be

comaundement [go]
2
and areste the seide Thomas to

appere before you in your Chauncerie for the seide
ryot, because the seide Thomas was at that tyme at

London bi force of [whech com]aundement oone of
voure serjants of armes went to Lyncolne Inne to

arreste the sayde Thomas. The whech at este the

seide Thomasutterly diso[beyed in] grete contempte

of your highnesse nevertheleshe isnow in the warde
of theWardeyne of the Flete by the comaundement of

my Lorde Chaunceler. [Wher]fore plese it your high
nes of youre most noble and habundante grace, by the
assente of your Lordes Spirituel and Temporel, and of

your Comons in this your present Par[1ement assem]
bled, and by auctorite of the same, to ordeyne and

estabelessche that the seide Thomas Denysmay abide
in the seide prisone of the Flete, and not to be [ad
mitted to bayl] nor meynprise innoo wyse in to soch
tyme that the seide Thomas have answered to soch
accion or accions as youre seide besecher schal take
agaynst bym for the seide mahayme and betyng, and

also unto soch tyme as the same accionsben folly dis
cussed and deterrnyned bi twene your seide besecher
and the seide Thomas Denys, consideryng that if the

1

ig
i mKemp, Archbishop of Canterbury and Cardinal.

2 ut ilated.
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same Thomas scholde go at large, he wolde never
answere your seide besecher but hym delay by proteo
cions and other weies, so that the same besecher

schulde never be content nor agreed, for the exhor

bitant ofi
’

ence done to bym and also un to the tyme

the seide Thomas fynde sofii cient suerte of his gode
betyng fro this tyme forthe. And he shal pray to God
for youre moste noble astate .

A .D . 1454, 20 March

THOMAS DENYES TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This le tt er iswithout a signature , and the writer was unknown to Fenn
but a comparisonwi th the le tt er which fo llows (now printed for the first time)
leaves no doubt that it was writ ten b Thomas Denyes, whom we have
al ready me t with asa dependent of the l of Oxford (set Le t ters96, 97 and

The date is fixed by the re ference to the death of Cardinal Kemp
in the postscr ipt.

To my r ig/it wars/247 211!maister , f o/mPaston.

IGHT wurshipq and myn especiall good
maister, I recomaund me to you with all

service and prayer to my power. And like it

you to wete that how be a full straunge acte
is passid agaym me in the H igher House before the

Lords, wherof I send you a copie . Neverthelesse I
hope to God that it shal not passe in the Comon
House ; but me isbe falle the most SOI

'W’filll infortune
that ever por manhad, standyng insuych case as I do,
for my Lordis the Cardenale and of Oxenford haf im
prisoned my wif in the countour, and how thei shal
guyde hir forth, God knoweth. Which standi th to

nygh myn hert, if Godds will were ; but wel I know
that by thes vengeable malics don to hir and me thei
wole [not ?] be content, for Ingham li the beside that to
takeaweymywyvesdoughterout ofWestminster tomake
an end of my wif if he can

,
and also to arest my ser

vauntz
, that I drede that she nor I shal haf no crea

T
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ture to attend usne help us and suych malice haf I
never herd of herbeforne. And it is told me that
beside that the i wole dispoil , if any good thei canfynde
of myn inNorwich or Norfi

'

olk, and imprisone my ser

vauntz there. Wherfore I lowly beseche your maister
ship, for our Lordsmercy

,
that ye vouchsauff to socour

theym in thisnecessite and if ony entree be made or
shuld be made uponmyn wifes place inNorwich, that
ye vouchsaufi

’

to socour my servauntz , and do ther inne
af ter your wisdam for Crists love and seynt charite .

Beside this
,
a frend and kynnesman of myn, oon

Robert Clement of Be tele, hath writen to me that he
isarestid, and like to be imprisoned bi a writte of dette,
take agaymbym uponan obligacion of C 5. in

which he and I and other wer bounde to my Lorde of

Oxenford xiiij. yeer agone, wherof I hafmany acquit
aunces. Wherfore I pray your good maistership to

send to the Shirreve that my said kynnesmanmay ben
easid, and no retourne made ageynbym , but that he
may answer the next tyme bi attourney ; for truly that
writte was take oute in the end of the terme aftir I was
arestid, and aftir it was aperid to .

I pray your maistership, for Godds sake, to be not
displesid, ne wery to do for me in these materes of

your charite, for I had lever gif the said Robert suych
good , litell if it be, as I haf, than he wer undone for
me, or ony man ellis that ever ded for me. And I
hope , if God vouchsaf that the mater may come to

reson
,
to sauf bym harmles, and all o ther with Godds

mercy, ever prayng you of your maistership and socour
for Godds love, who ever kepe for hismercy.

Wretyn in Flete,
“

the Wednesday the second weke
of Lent.
Mor over, inaugmentyng ofmy sorwe, I wend my wif

shuld a dyed Sith , for aftir shewasarestid she laboured of
hir child

,
that she iswith all

,
waityng e ither to dye or be

delyvered, and she hath not gon viij. weks quykke .

What shal be falle Almighti God knowe th, and shull
dispose merciful ly.

Aftirward my wif was sum dele easid bi the labour
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pill power . My Lord, ye know I had litill cause to

do for Thomas Denyes, savyng only for your gode
Lordshep. Also

,
my Lord, I know wele that Water

Ingham was bete, the mater hangyng in mynaward
,

right fowleandshamefully andalso howtheseidThomas
Denyes hath, this last terme

, .

ageyn your nobill estat ,
right unwysely demened bym to hisshame and grettest
rebuke that ever he had inhis lyve . Where fore it is
right wele do his personbe ponysshed as it pleaseth

you. But this not withstondyng for Godds love, my
Lord, remembre how the gentilwoman is accombred

only for yowr sake, and help her and if aught lyth in
my power to do that that myght please yowr Lord
shep, or cowde fynde any way for Water Ingham
avayll and wurchep, I wull do it to my power ; and
the rather if your Lordshep support the jentilwoman,
for I know the mater and that longe plee is litill avayll,
and every thyng must have anende . I have told my
brother Mathew Drury more to enforme yowre Lord

shep than I may have leyser to write for his hasty
departyng. R ight wurchepfull and my right especiall
Lord

,
I besech All myghty God send you asmych joy

and wurchep as ever had any ofmy Lords yowr aun
ceters

,
and kepe you and all yowres. Wretyn at

Norwich the iiij. Sonday of Lent.
Yowre servaunte to hispowr,

JOHN PASTON.

A .D. 1454.
—INFORMATION AGAINST ROBERT LEDHAM.

[From Add . Charter E.M. ]

This paper re fe rs mainly to events of 1452 and 1 453 , but was probably
drawnup m 1454, after the Duke of Yorkhad come into power.

HEES be the personsthat enformyd the Justicez
Of the KyngisBenche the last term e Of suche
ryottis as hath be done he Robert Ledham
The Lord Skales, Sir Thomas Todenham,
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Sir JohnChalers, Edmond Clere, Water George, John
Alyngton, Gilbert Debenham,

JohnDenston, William
Whit

,
William Alyngton, Reynald Rows, JohnBerney,

Richard Suthwell, John Paston, John Henyngham,

Raff Shelton, Henry Grey.

These be the names Of the knyghtes and esquyers

that endittyd Robert Ledham z— ThomasTodenham,

knyght, Androw Ogard, knyght, John Henygham ,

knyght, William Calthorp, esquyer, Bryan Stapelton,
esquyer,OsbertMondford, esquyer,JohnGroos, esquyer,
William Rokwod, esquyer, Thomas Morle, esquyer,
ThomasScholdham, esquyer, JohnWyndham,

esquyer,
JohnBerney, esquyer, William Narbow,

esquyer, John
Chippysby, esquyer, William White

, esquyer, John
Bryston, esquyer, JohnPaston, esquyer.

These be dyvers Of the ryottis and Offensis done in

the hundred Of Blofeld in the counte Of Norffolk, and

in other townys be Robert Lethum , otherwyse callyd

Robert Ledham ofWytton, be Blofeld in the counte

Of Norfi
’

olk
,
and by his ryottys men and by other Of

his affinitez and knowleche
,
whos names folowyn,

and that they contynually folow and resorte unto his
hous, and ther be supported and maynteynet and

confortid.

These be the principall menealle menOf the sayd

Robert Ledham yshousbe the whiche the sayd ryottys

have be done, that use insubstaunce non other occu
pacionbut ryottys

— l npr imis, JohnCokett , Thomas
Bury, Thomas Cokowe, Cristofer Bradlee, Elys Duk
worth, William Donmowe , Cristofer Grenesheve, Roger
Chirche . Notwythstondyng the sayd Robert Ledham
kypith dayly many mo in his house and chaungeth

such as have be Oppenly knowyn for riottisand takith
other for hem as evill as they. And these he the most

principale persons comyng and resortyng unto the

house Of the sayd Robert Ledham
,
and ther be sup

port id and mayntened in ryottes be whom the sayd
ryottes have be don, that ys to sey : [npr zmz

'

s
,
Robert

Taillor, Henry Bang, Robert Dallyng, John Beston,
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Charles Navell
,
John, the some Of Roger Ratclyfi

’

,

Robert Berton; notwythstondyng ther be money
moo whos names ben unknowyn. With the which
persons, and many moo unknowyn, the sayd Robert
Ledham kept atte his bous inmaner of a forcelet and
issith ouute atte here pleaysour and atte his lust

, the

sayd Ledham toassigne, somtyme vj. and sometyme

xij. , somtyme xxxti and moo , armyd, jakkid, and

salettyd, with bowys and arrowys, speris, bil lys, and

over ryde the countrey and Oppressid the Kyngs

peple, and didde mony oryble and abhomynable

dedes
,
like to have be destruccion Of the enhabi

tantes in the sayd hundred, inthe forme that folowyth,
and warse.

Inpr imis, on the Monday 1 next before Ester day
and the shire daye, the xxx. yere Of oure soverayne

Lord the Kyng, x . persons of the sayd riottors, with a

brother Of the wyfi Of the sayd Robert Le thum ,
laye

inawayte in the hyght way under Thorpe Wode upon
Phillip Berney

,
esquyer, and his man comyng from

the shire, and shette atte bym and smote the hors Of
the sayd Phill ipp with arowes, and thanover rode bym,

and toke hym and bette hym and spoillid bym . And

for thayr excuse Of this ryot, they ledde hym to the

Bysshopp of Norwiche, axyng seuert e Of the peaswher
they badde never waraunt hym to areste. Which
afl

‘

ray shorttyd the lyfi
’

dayes of the sayd Phil lippe
,

whiche dyed withynne shorte tyme after the said

I tem,
iij. of the sayd riottysfeloshippe the same day,

yere, and place, laye on awayte uppon Edmond

Bronne, gentilman
, and wi th naked swerdes and other

wepyng faght wyth bym be the space Of onqaur te (sic)
of anhoure, and toke and spoillyd hym,

and kepte bym

as long as them lyst, and after that lette bym goo.

Item,
x1ti Of the sayd riottys felowshipp, be the

comaundement Of the same Robert Le thum , jakket
1
3d

.

April 1 45 2 .

Phi lip B erney died , as we have se en, on the 2d July 145 3. fi fteenmonths
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of here hed with a swerd of the whiche hur te she

myght never be helyd into the day of hure deth.

Item
,
John, the some of Hodge Ratlefi

'

e
,
and other

of the sayd felowshipp, toke onThomas Baret of Byr
Iygham out of his house, and bete bym and wondid

bym that he kept his bedde a month, and toke from
bym certayngoodesand catells.

Item, the sayd Robert Taillor, because the sayd
Thomas Baret complayned of the same betyng, lay in

awayte opponbym,
wi th other of his feloushippe, and

bete bym agayn.

Item, John Beston and the sayd Robert Taillor,
and other of the sayd riottes felowshipp, toke on

Thomas Byrden of Lyngewod and bete hym and

prisoned hym till unto such tyme that he wasdelyvered
by the mene of my Lord of Norwych ; and for that
sorow,

distres, and grete payne and betyng, the sayd
Thomas Byrden toke suche kynesse that he dyed .

Item , the sayd Robert Dallyng and Herry Bange,
and other of the sayd felowshippe, toke and bete on

Nicholas Chir che atte Strumpeshawe, beyng in the

church of the same towne
,
that he was [in] dout of

his lyff.

I tem, the sayd Robert Dallyng lay onawayt uppon

onThomasDallyng, and bym grevously bete.

Item, onMiddleynt Sunday,
1 the xxxt i yere of oure

soveraigne Lorde the Kynge that now ys, Robert
Dallyng, Robert Churche, Robert Taillor, Herry
Bang, Adam atte More, with other unknowyn, be the

comaundement and assent of the sayd Robert Led
ham,

made affray uppon Herry Smyth and Thomas
Chambre atte Suthbirlyngham, the sayd Herry and

Thomas and that tyme knelyng to see the usyng of

the masse, and than and ther wold have kyllyd the

sayd Herry and Thomas atte the prestys bakke, ne
had they be lettyd.

Item, the sayd Robert Le thum,
with his sayd ryottis

felawshipp, the same yere dide and made so many
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ryott es in the hundred where he dwellyth that dyvers
and many gentilmen, frankeleyns, and good men, durst
not abyde inhere mansyonplace, ne ryde ,nother walke
aboute thaire occupacionswithout mo persons, arrayd
inmaner and forme of werre attendyng and waytyng
uppon them than thayr lyvelode wold extende to

fynde hem . And so, for savacionof thaire lyves, and in

eschewyng of suche inordinat costysasnever wasseen
in that countrey befor, many of them forsoke and

leflte thaire owyn habitacion, wyfl
”

and childe, and

drewe to fortressesand good townesas for that tyme.

a r zflmzs Phill ipp Berney, esquyer, Edmond Broom
to Castre ; Thomas Holler, JohnWylton to Norwych ;
O liver Kubyte to Seynt Benetts; Robert Spany to

Aylesham ; ThomasBaret, with many others, to Meche
Yermouth and to other placys of strenght .
Item

,
the sayd Robert Ledham,

contynuyng in this
wyse

,
callyd unto bym his sayd mysgoverned felow

shipp
,
consydryng the absence of many of the well

rewlyd people of the sayd hundred of affere cast

malice, and congected, purposed and labored to the
sheriff of the shire that the sayd Roger Chirche, onof

the sayd riottous felawshipp, was made bailly of the
hundred and after causid the same Roger to be be
gynner of arysyng and to take oppon bym to be a

captayn and to excite the peple of the countrey therto.

And ther oppon, be covyne of the sayd Robert Led
haum,

toappecheall these saydwell rewlydpersones, and
aswell other divers substanciall menof good fame and
good govemaunce that were hated be the sayd Robert
Ledhaum , and promittyng the sayd Roger harmeles
and to sew his pardonbe the mene of Danyell ; to the
which promyse the sayd Rogger aggreed, and was

arested and take be the sayd Ledham be covyne be
twixt hem, and appeched suche persons as they lust,
to the entente that the sayd substanciall men of the

countre shuld be by that mene so trowblyd and indaun

gered that they shuld not be of power to lette and

resist the 11i rewle of the sayd Ledham and hismys
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governed felawshipp, the whiche mater ys confessid by
the sayd Roger Chireh .

Item,
William Bretonand John Berton, and other

of the sayd ryottes, come into the place of onRobert
Spany of Poswyke and serched hishousel , honsbe hous,
for to have bete bym yf they myght have tounde bym .

I tem
,
William Donmowe, servaunt of the sayd

Robert Ledham,
and by his comaundement

,
the same

yere bete the parson of Hashyngham,
and brake his

hede inhis owyn chauncell.

I tem,
the sayd Thomas Bery, ElysDukworth, Tho

masCokowe, George of Chamer, the v. dayofNovembre

last past, with divers o ther onknowyn men, onto the

nombre of xx. persons, and noman of reputacion

among hem,
comen, under color of huntyng, and brake

uppe gatys and closys of Osbum e Monford atte
Brayston; and x1] . persons of the same felowshipp,
with bowys bent and arowys redy in thair handys,
abode alone betwixt the maner of Brayston and the

chirche, and there kept hem from VI] . of the clokke

on the mornyng unto iij. of the clokkafter none, lyyng
in awayte oppon the servauntez of the sayd Osburne
Monford, lorde of the sayd maner, so that nonne durst
comenonut for doute of thair lyves.

I tem, viij. of the sayd felowshipp, ontheWennesday
next after, prevely in an hole layn in awayte oppon
William Edworth and Robert Camplyon, servauntz to
the sayd OsburnMontford, comyng from Okill

l market
,

till that tyme that the said William Owell and Robert
come upponhem onwarre, and theruppon chasid hem
so that yf they had not be well horssyd and well
askapped, they had bendede and slayne .

I tem
,
vj. or vij. of the sayd Ledamys men dayly,

boyth werkeday and haly day, use to goo aboute in
the countrey with bowys and arowys, shotyng and

playng in mennys closis among men catall
, goyng

from alhous to alhousez and manassyng suche as they
hated, and soght occasionand quarels and debate .

Item
,
notwithstandyng that all the lyvelod that the

1 Aclc .
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to Lord Grey onthe 1 5 th of Jul
y

145 4 about proposalshaving beenrecent ly
made for hissister, it is not unh ely to be that year .

U ” to ry t/t rever ent S ir , and my good maysler , f ob”
Paston.

TH wurthy and wurchypfull Sir, and my ryth
good mayster, I recomaunde me on to you,
thankyng you evermore of your gret jentyl
nessand good maystyrhod shewyd on to me

at all tymys, and specyally now to my herthys ease,

q ehe on my par t can nowt be rewardyd, but my
sympyll service is ever redy at your comaundement .

Ferthemor
,
as for the mater that ye wete of, I have

laboryd so to my feydr that your entent as for the

jointoure xal be fulfellyd and, Sir , I besheche you
sethyn that I do my part to fullefelle your wyll, that

ye wolle shew me your good maystyrhod in here
chambyr, asmy full trust is, in so moche that it xall
nowth hurthe you nor non of youris, and the profite

ther of xal be on to the avayle of my maystress your
suster

,
and to me, and to nonodyr creature .

And also my maystress, your modyr, xall nouth be
charchyd the with her bourd aftyr the day of the mari
age, but I to discharge her of here persone, and to
ease me that hat here chambyr may be non contra
diccion.

And, Sir, I am redy
,
and alwey wolle to performe

that I have seyd on to you, &c.

Ferthemor, lykyd you to wete I wasa Thursday last

passyd at Cavendyshe, to dylyver an astate to Went
worth in the londe that was my brothyr Cavendyche,
asI tolde youwanI waslast with you. And ther I spak
with Crane ; and he be sowthe me that I wolde sende
over to my maystress your modyr for his excuse , for
he myth nowth be with here at this tyme , but on the
Saterday inEsterne wyke he wolle nouth fayll to be
with her. So he counsellyd me that I and my brothyr
Denstonxulde mete with bym there and so, withoute

your better avyse, I and my brothyr purpose us to be
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with you ther at that tyme for the sonner the levyr

me
,
for, as to my conceythe, the dayys be waxyn

wondyrly longe ina scorte tyme. Qwerfor I besheche

you sende me your avyse how ye wolle have me
rewlyd, &c.

No mor e I wrythe to you at this present ryme, but
be schechyng you to recomaunde in the lowlyest wyse.

And the Trinite preserve you body and sowle .

Wretynwith my Chauncery hand, in ryth gret haste,
onthe Fryday be fornPalmesoneday.

JOHN CLOPTON.

JOHN CLOPTON To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii .
The date of

v

this draft se tt lement isno doubt about the same period asthat
of the preced ing le t ter, whatever may have been the exact t1me that i t was
wnt ten.

.Moryoge An
‘

yc/es oeizo ix Annoys Paston, 67
° C. onMe one

par tie, and William C/opio/z, Squyer , on Me oiiior

HIS indenture, made betwix Anneys that was
the wyfe of William Paston, John Paston
hir sone

,
and JohnDam on the one partie,

and William Clopton, Squyer, on the other
partie, witnesseth that accord is take attwyn the seid
parties that JohnClopton, sone and heir of the seid
William Clopton, by the grace of God, shall wedde
Elizabeth, the doughter of the seid Anneys. For which
mareage the seid Anneys, &c. shall paye to the se id
JohnCloptonCCCCth marc in hand of lawful] mony
of England ; and over that

, yt
'

the seid mareage be
holdyn with the seid Anneys, the seid Anneys shall
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bere the costages therof the day of the weddyng, with
swech chaumbeyr as shall be to the plesir of the seid
Anneys; and the seid Wil liam Clopton shall do his
feflees make a lawfull estate to the seid William of

londs, tenementz , rentz , and servysez to the yerly value
of xii i. over all chargez born

,
to have and to hold to

hym terme of hislyfe, withoutynempechement of wast,
the remaindr therof to the seid John and Elizabeth,
and to his he irs male of hir body lawfully begotyn,
withoute impechement of wast, withynne xij . dayes
after the seid weddyng.

And over that, withynne the seid x1] . dayes the seid
John shall do lawfull estate to be made to the seid
William of londs, tenementz , rentz , and servysez to the
yerly value of xl . marc over all charges born; to have
and hold to the seid William terme of his lyfe, withoute

empechement of wast ; the remayndre therof to the

se id Elizabeth, to have and hold to hir terme of hir lyfe

withoute empechement of wast.
Also it is accorded that the se id William shall make

estate of all the residue of his londswhich he is sesid
of, or any other man to hisuse, to swech personys as

the seid Johnshal l name, to the use of the seid John.

Also the se id JohnClopton shall do lawfull estate
to be made to the se id Elizabeth of londs, tenementz ,
rentz, and servysez to the yerly value of xxx/i . over all
chargez born, to have and hold to hit duryng the lyfe
of the seid William .

And moreover the seid Johnpermytteth and ensu

reth be the feith of hisbody that he shall leve, over the
xl/i . worth lond aboveseid to his heirs and issue male
of the body Of the seid Elizabeth begotyn, londes in
fee symple or in taill to the yerly value of xl . marc, in
cas the same issue male be governyd to the seid John
as the some oweth to be to the fadir . And, &c.
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hurt for me. Ferthermore, I wrote to you for such
smal thynges as I had le id to plegge to you for such
good as that I borwid of you. WherynI beseche your
maistership that if my fremdspay you accordyng to my
wri tyng, that ye than vouchsaf to do the said plegges
be sent hider to me by such conduyte as your wisdam
like to avise

,
and that they myght be here by the

iiijt° die of the xvdm l
of Ester, for than ismy grettest

jouparte touchyng myn imprisonement for sith myn
enmyes coude not avail to send me to the caste] of
Bristow (which was their purpose, whan thei undirstood
the disposicionof the ComonsHonsagayn the ir billes),
ever sith they make a privy labor to haf me remevid,
and I wote not whedir, ne wethir that tyme I shal be
sent to the Kynges Bench, and abide ther, or remi ttyd
hider agaym.

Neverthelesse, if I haf releve of such pouer godes
as shuld be myn by reson, than I hope to do better,
and sumwhat to aquyte, wherby I hope to put my
freuds ingretter corage to do for me. And if I haf no
releve, than can I momore, but all refere to God as I
do daily. Wherefore, if ye be not paied, I pray you
to councell my said fremdes to send me suche mony as
the i may gete of mynagaymthat day, ever your maister
shi p and wisdam seyng to the conduyte therof. More

over, I doute lest that Richard Davy of his untrouth

enfourme myn enmysWhet such pouer thyng as I haf
is, to that intent that thei may rifi

'

el and dispoil all.

Wherof, ifsuch case hapne, I canno ferthre,but I besech
your help in every thyng. I t is yours all

,
ther is a

dede of gifft therof to you among myn evidence, as ye
vouchsaufi

‘

to do or do to be doninevery thyng I holde
me content. And Al myghti God preserve you.

Wretyn in non het tis ease at Flete, the iij. day
Of Maii.

WOFUL DENYES .

1 The fourth day of the quinzaine of Easter .
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A .D. 1454, 1 7 May.

LORD SCALES To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
This let ter is dated by a contemporary note at the bo t tom

f
of the original

which is given thus inFenn:
“ Li

’

t aa mich xxx ii
'

O.

”

But for
‘ “
55 . acco t

ding to the Errata invol. 1ii . , we should read ‘
e. Litterae ante Mich.

[Festum S. Michae lis] xxxiij . [”
i e. anno Regis xxx iii.

To my r igi d and weloe/ooodf reno
’

, f o/mP asion, Souior .

ICHT trusty and welbeloved frend, I grete you
wel and for asmych as I have understande
that ze have do take a distresse of certayn

bestes upon certayn land, which I stande
infefi

'

ed in, in the town of Fagrave, for what cause I
knowe not ; Wherfor I pray you that ze wyll make
deliverance ageyn of the said bestes, and if any thing
ze can axe be dute of right, setteth a day, and lete

your evydencesand right be shewed, and I shall assigne
conceill of myn to be there to se it and all that reson
or lawe wyll , I wyll be right glad ze have, and other
wise I trowe ze wold not desire . And if ze wyll do
this

,
I wyll be wel paied, and elles ze constreynme to

pourveye other wise, as lawe may gyde me . Oure
Lord have you in governance . Writen at Walsyng
ham

, the xvij. day Of May.

Youre frend, THE LORD SCALES .

206 .

A.D . 1454, 8 June .
—BOTONER To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .

To my Mais/er Paston.

ORSHYPFULL Syr, and my gode maister,
after dewe recomendacion, wyth alle my
trewe servyce precedyng, lyke you wete that

U
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as to nouveltees, &c. , the Prince shall be create at

Wyndesour,upponPentecostSonday,1 theChaunceller,2
the Duc of Bokyngham, and manye othyre Lordys off

astate, present wyth the Queue.

As to my Lord Yorke, he abydyth aboute Yorke
tille Corpus Crist Feste 3 be passyd, and wyth grete
worship ys there resseyved.

And certeyn Justices, Prysot,
4 Byngham ,

5 Portyug
ton

,

6
and&c.

,
be thedre for execucion of justice uppon

such as hafe ofiendended yn cause creminall.

I t ys seyd the Duc of Exceter 7 ys here coverdtlye .

God send hym gode councell hereafter.

And the Pryvee Sele
8
ys examynyd how,

and yn

whate maner, and be whate autorite prevye selyswere
passed forthe in that behalf, whych ys full innocent
and ryght clere yn that mater, as it yswelle knowen.

The Frenshmen hafe be afore the Isles of Gersey
and Gernessey, and a grete navey of hem , and v

°

[500] be takenand slayn of hem by menof the seyd
trew Isles, &c.

Syr Edmond Mulso ys come from the Due of Bur

goyne ; 9 and he seyth, by hys servaunts rapport, that
he wolle not discharge the godes of the mrchaunts of

thys land, but so be that justice be don uppon the

Lord Bonevyle, or els that he be sent to bym to do

justice by hym self, ashe hath deserved, or satisfaccion
be made to the value.

Yowr mater 10 is enseled as Of the thyng ye wote of.
I canno more for haste and lak of leyser, but our

Lord kepe you. Wryt hastly viij. of June .

1 une 9 in 1 45
chard Nev1ll Ear l of Salisbury, was appointed Chance llor onthe 2d

Apri l 1 45+June 20 in 1 4
4 JohnPrisot ,

4
Chi e f Justice Of the CommonPle as.

5 Richard B ingham, a Just ice o f the King
’

s Bench.
ohnPort ington, a Justice of the CommonP leas.
enry Ho lland, Duke of Exe ter. On the r i th May this y ear, he was

ordered to appear be fore the Counci l on the fol lowing Thursday (16 May).
-S ee N icolas's Pri Council Proceedings, vi . 1 80 .

8 Hisname was omas L seux .
—

.S
‘

ee Patent Ro ll, 32 Hen. VI . , M. 14.

9 Ph1lip the Good, D uke 0 Burgunndy.

1° Doubt less the grant of the wardsh ip of ThomasFastolf of Cowhawe .

S ee pre l iminary No te to next le t ter.
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and ther rood with bym Gyboun of Debnem, and

Tympyrle, and all the felashyp that they cowd make.

And Gyboun seyde that he wolde endyte asmany as
he cowde understonde that wer of the toder party ;
and longe Bernard was ther also ; and he mad Ser

Phylyp Wentforde to torne ageyn, and maad every
men to beende her bowys, and lyth down of her hors
for to wyte and ony manwolde come ageynstem,

and

he seyde how he shulde not let hyswey nor for Ser

JohnFastolf nor for Paston, nor for noon of hem all.

And as for the ward,1 he wasnot ther, but ther was
had anoder chyld lykbym, and he rood next hym, and

whan that he was ij. myle be zonde Colchester
,
he

sent bym hoomageynwith a cer tey[n] meyny. And

Ser Phylyp Wentforde, and Gyboun of Debnem,
and

Tymperle, and Bernard, they took a manof Stratford,
a sowter,2 and hys name ys Persoun; and they en

queryd bym of every manysname of the toder party,
and he tolde hem as many as he cowde and they
bad bym enquer ferther for to knowe all

, for they
desyryd of hym for to enquer as fer as he cowde, and

he shulde have well for hys labor.

No mor to yow at thys tyme, but the Holy Gost
have yow inhyskepyng.

Wretynat Hadley, the Saturday after Seynt Johnys
day. And I beseeche yow hertyly recomande me to

my Master Alblaster. By yowr man,
R . DOLLAY.

A.D. 1454, 5 July.

WILLIAM BOTONER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .
The year inwhich this let ter waswrit tenmust be that of the mayoral ty of

Robert S turmy at B r isto l , as shown in Note 2 I t certainly could not be
145 7 , Fenn’5 date , as Lord Cromwe l l died inJanuary 1 456.

1 Thomas, 5 011 of JohnFastolf, Esq. of Cowhawe ,
9 A shoemaker.
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To my goa
’
e maister , j o/zn Paston, Escuier , inNor ton/z,

ana
’

ynby : absence, tof ofinB erney ,
at Caister , Squyer .

ORSHYPFULL Sirs, I recomaund me to yow.

Lyke yow wete that as to the waraunts and

copes that ye remembred to be gheten owt
,

it ys laboured for, &c.

And as to the assisse, it shall hald at Norwych, the

Monday next com fortendayes.

The Duc of York, the Lord Cromewell, and othyr

Lordys of the North that were wyth my seyd Lord
York, comenhedre by Monday next, as it ys credybly
seyd . The Lordys that be appoynted to kepe the

see maken hem redye yn al l haste ; and the Tre

sourer also, the Lord Wyltshyre 1 for the west coost.
And a stately vessel] , only for the warre, ysmade new
at Brystow by the Mayr

,
called Sturmyn.

2 And the

seyd toune with the west coosts wolle do her part,
and [i e . if ] they may be supported or favoured .

3

1 James But ler, Ear l ofWiltshire and Ormond . He was ap ointed Lo rd
Treasurer of En land onthe 1 5 th Mar ch 145 5 (Patent, 33HenryV p. 2 , m.

but on the 29 th ay followin the office was taken fr om h im , and g iven to
Henry , Viscount Bourchier 15 . m. But this le tter , which is dated in

Jp
ly , cannot be in 145 5 indeed we have positive evidence that it is in 1454.

ow
, then, are we to exp lain the manner inwhich Wiltshire is referr ed to

above ? I t is just possible—though not like] asWiltshire wasa Lancastrian
—that his appointment may have been enrol ed in the w rong year , and that

he was rea l ly made Lord T reasurer on the 1 5 th March 1454. A diff erence

inpunctua t ion wil l pe rhaps so lve the difficulty best The Lords that be

appointed to keep the se e makenhem ready ynall haste, and the Treasourer
also the LordWyltshyre for the west coast.

” JohnTiptoft , Ear l ofWor

ceste r, is mentioned as Lord Treasurer on the 1 1 th February 1454.
—S ee

Rolls of Par liament, v. 2 38.

2 The name was printed b Fenn and in the modern version
an the Opposite pa e , S t . yn.

"
Robert S turmy wasMayor of B risto l in

the year 1 45 3
-

4. fit was probably this very ship that was captured by the
Genoese in 145 of which d isaster the re is the following not ice in the MS .

Calendars of ristol Mr. Robe rt S tum ey [a l ias S tunney ] , who was

Mayor in 145 3, had this y ear a ship spoiled in the Medditerranean Sea by
the Genoese , which ship had got tenmuch wealth as having been long for th .

She had Spices fit to be planted here in Eng land, aswas reported, but the
menof Genoa inenvy sp01led her. Which w rong ,

whenKing Henry unde r~

stood , he arrested the Genoa m erchants in London, se ized the ir goods, and
imprisoned the ir persons, unt il the gave security to make g ood the loss ;
so that they were charged wi th 6000 indebted to Mr . Stum ey .

”—Seyer
'

s

Memoirs of Bristol , ii. 1 89.

3 Th e said town,

"
it would appear, did do her part on the occasion;

for besidesthisship fit ted out by the Mayor , B ristol subscr ibed £ 1 50 to a loan
ra1sed by the Duke of York from the seaports for the pro tect ion of t rade .

Thi ssum may appear insignificant for aflourishing seaport but Londonitself
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Mastere Pownyngs
1 hath day tille the next terme

by a remayner. Manye a gode man ys hert he hath .

2

God comfort hym in ryght !

And justice ys don dayly uppon thevys and male

factours, and people be glad that justice may procede .

The Lord Bourchier hath a gode renomee of hys

wyse demenyng at Calis, but he ysnot yhyt comen.

The Soudeours be more temperat then they were .

Not ell[es] for lakof leyser, but our Lord kepe you.

Wryt at L . [London], the v. day of Jullet .
Gressam q ts hym well yn your erandys doyng

to me. Your,
W . BOTONER .

A.D. 1454, 1 1 July.

EDMUND LORD GREY or HASTINGS TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.
This le t ter is dated b amemorandum at the bo ttom of the orig inal , in the

handwriting of ohn aston Libe rat . pe r Wil l. Aleyn, vale tum d1ct1

domini xiiij . die ulii anno xxx1j
°

. H. vi.
”

To my trusty ana
’
wele belovid f obnPaston; Squyer , be
t/zis [d ir e deliver ed.

RUSTY and welebelovid frend, I comaund me

to zow, certifying zow that and zour sustyr be

not z it maried, y trust to God y know that
where she may be maried to a gentylmanof

iii . C .[300]marcof lyvelod , thewhich isagr etegentylman
born, and of gode blode ; and yf ze think that y shall

only subscribed £300, and Southampton, which was the next largest contri

butor , on] £100, while Norwich and Yarmouth contributed the lat t er amount
be tweent em .

—S eye r
’

s B ristol , ii. 1 88 see a lso Ro lls of Par liament , v. 245 .

We must remember , however , that these sumsprobably represent about fifte en
t imes the ir value inmoderncurrency . At all events, by comparisonwi th other
places, Botoner had no cause to be asham ed of hisnat ive town.

1 Robe rt Poyné
z

gg
s—S ee 1 33, Note 2 .

9 Many a g man
’

s cart he hath.
—Wc should have

.

thought this
ex

p
lanat ion unnecessary, but that Fenn, in his modem versmn, g ives the

fo l owing most extraordmary render ing Many a good man IS hurt (that )
he hath.

”
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no creatwr
,
ne forther prosede in no seche mater

befor the fest of the Assumpcion of owr Lady next
comyng, dwryng whyche tyme yowr Lordship may
send me, if itt please yow,

certeyn informacion of the

seyd gentylmanysname, and of the place and contrey
where hys lyfflod lyth , and whedder he hath any
chylder, and, after, I shall demene me inthe mater as

yowr Lordship shall be pleasyd for ingode feyth, my
Lord, it were to me grette joy that my seyd pore suster

were, according to hier pore degre , marijd be yowr
avyse, trustyng thanne that ye wold be here gode Lord .

Ryght wurchipfull and my ryght gode Lord, I
beseche Almyghty God to have yow in Hiskepyng.

Wrete att Norwych, the xv. day of Jull.

A.D . 1454 [July].
WILLIAM PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
The date of this le t ter is fixed by the fact referred to inNote 1 , and by Sir

JohnFastolf
’

sgoing into Norfo lk, which , though de layed a li t t le late r than
15 here rojected, certamly did take place in 1454, See anothe r le t ter of

Wil liam astonfurther on, dated 6th September .

7 b lzz
’

swurcfiypf ull B rodyr , fi
ralinP aston.

wurch ypfull broder, I recomande to yow
and as for tedyng, my Lord of Yorke bathe
take my Lord of Exsater 1 in to hys awarde .

The Duke of Somerset 2 isstyll inprison, in
warse case thanhe was. Syr JonFastolf recomande
bym to yow, &c. He wyll ryde in to Norfolke ward
as on Trusday, and he wyll dwelle at Caster, and

Skrop
3 wyth bym . He saythe ye ar the hartyest

1 Henry Hol land , Duke of Exe ter . On the a4th July the Duke of York
was c by the P ri vy Council to convey him to Pomfret Castle—S ee
N icolas

’

s rivy Counci l P roceedings, vi.
9 Edmund Beaufort , Duke of Somerse t, who was commi t ted to the Tower

in the end of the year r45 3.
—S ee No. 1 r , prefatory note .

3 S tephen Scroope , S ir John Fasto s ward, son of Lady Fastolf, by her
former husband.
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kynysman and frynd that he knowyts. He wolde
have yow at Mawdeby dwellyng.

I had gret cher of Byllyng be the way, and he told
me in cownsayle wathe he sayd to Ledam.

Ledam wulde a do hyswyse to a mad a complent

to Pryothe
1 in the scher-howse of yow,

and Byllyng
consallyd bym to leve, and tolde Ledam ye and he

wer no felawys, and sayd to Ledam,
That is the

gyse of yowr contre men, to spend alle the good they
have onmenand lewery gownys, and hors and harnes,
and so beryt owth for j wylle [bear if out f or a
and at the laste they am but beggars; and so wyll ye

do. I wylde ye schull do wyll, be cause ye ar a felaw
inGrays In

,
wer I was a felaw. As for Paston, he ys

a swyr [squire] of wurchyp, and of gret lyvelode, and
I wothe he wyll not spend alle hys good as[at P] onys,
but he sparyt yerly C . mark, or j . C . lz

'

. he

may do his ennemy a scherewd turne and never far

the warse inhyshowsholde, ner the lesse menabowthe
bym. Ye maynot do so, but if yt be for j . [one] sesun.

I consayll yow not to contenu long asye do . I wulle
consalle yow to seke reste wyth Paston.

”

And I thankkyd Byllyng onyowr behalfe .

God have yow inhyskepyng.

Be yowr por Brodyr, WYLLYAM PASTON.

Meche odyr thyng I can telle an I had lesur. Re

comande me to my suster Margeth [and] my cosyn

Elizabeth Clyr, I pray yow.

A.D . 1454, 1 9 Aug.

RICHARD , DUKE OF YORK, TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
This and the fol lowing le t ter could hardly have beenwritten in any y ear

except 1454 or 1455 , when the Duke of Yorkwas in power. In the former

1 JohnPrisot, Chie f Justice of the CommonP leas.
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year he isve ry l ike ly to have beenat his own cast le
.

of Sandal onthe 19 th

Au st , see ing that on the 24th July he was commissmned to convey the
Du e of Exe ter to Pomfre t Cast le .

7 2) our r zg/zt trs y and welbelor/ed j ol mPaston, Esquire.

7 725 D ue of York.

IGHT trusty and welbeloved, we grete yow
hertily wel. And of your benivolence, aide ,
and tendre love by yow, at th

’
instance and

at the reverence of us, to our right trusty
and welbeloved inGod, the prior and convent of the
hows of Our Lady of Walsingham, of our patronage , in
suche matresas they had adoo for certain lyvelood by
tham claymed to belonge unto the seid hows, favor
ably and tendrely shewed,—as hertily as we can we

thank yow, and desire and pray yow of your good
continuance and as far as right, lawe , and good con

science wol, to have in favorable recommendacion

suche personnes as been or shal bee committed to

take possession and saison, in the name and to the

use of our ful worshipful nepveu, th
’

erl of Warrewic,
inand of the manoirs and Lordeships of Boules and

Walcots
,

1 with th
’

appertenauntes in Litel Snor ing in
the countee of Norffolk, as our grete trust isunto yow.

And God have yow inHiskeping.

Yeven undre our signet at our castel of Sandhall
the xix. day of August.

R . YORK.

1 According to Blomefield (vu . Catherine, w idow of JohnCoker ell of
Albe r hWykes inSuff olk, died seised of the manors ofWalcot es and Boles
in6 euryVI which she left, w ith others, to Catherine , daughter of John
Cokere ll, Junior, her son, who died be fore his father. This younger Cathe

r ine died a minor in t o H enry VI . , and the jury knew not who was her he ir.
In29 Henry VI. George Heath of M ildenhal l re leased to Humphrey, Duke

of Buckin ham ,
all h is r ights inWalcotes and Boles ; but in the 1 8th of

Henry VI Christophe r Conyers and A lice hiswife conveyed it to the Hey
dons. Of its having been urchased by the Ear l ofWarwick or having be
longed to the Prior of W sin ham , asstated in the next le tter , Blomefie ld
te llsusnothing except that Ric ard Ear l of Warwickpresented to the rec tory
of Snoring Parva in 1460 and 1466 .
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and of No. 2 2 1 fo llowing , I am inclined to thinkall thr ee be long to the year
1 454, whenS ir JohnFastolf had just come to se ttle for the rest of his da in
N orfolk. Sir JohnFenn, I think right ly, considers this first le t ter to hive
be enwrit ten be tween jest and earnest ; and this tone may be ve we l l ex
plained by the sup irion, that onFastolf

’
s se t t lement at Caister , Vorcester

expected to havemsome position of importance assigned to him In his
master’s household. That such would be his for tune was probably the expec
tation of others aswe ll as himse lf and apparent l g

ohn Pastonhad wri tten
to him in the be lie f that Worcester? influence with it Johnmight occasion
al ly be of value to him.

To my Maister Paston
,

H:R .

FTYR dewe recomendacion wyth my simple
service precedyng, please your maistershyp to
wete, that as to such remembraunce that ye
desyre me to contynew forth to the uttermost,

I shall wyth gode wille, so asmy maister wille licence
me, as oft as I can, th

’

ofli cer to hafe leysure to be

wyth me, for ye know well I cannot do it alone, &c.

And where as ye of your pleasure wryte me or

calle me Maister Worcestr, I pray and requyre yow

foryete that name of maistershyp, for I amnot amended
by my maister of a ferthyng yn certeynte, but of wages
of housold in comune mtaum‘

come flowsplaz
'

ra. By
Worcestr or Botoner I hafe vs. yerly, all costs born, to
help pay for bonetts that I lose . I told so my maister
thysweke

,
and he seyd me yerstenday he wyshed me

to hafe be a preest, so I had be disposed, to hafe gofe
me a lyvyng by resonof a benefice, that anothyr most

gefe it, as the Byshop, but he wold and so I endure
infer (germs at sen/us ad aralr um .

Forgefe me, I wryt e to make yow laugh ; and our

Lord bryng my maister yna better mode for othyrs as
for me .

At Caistr, ijd day of September.

I pray yow displeser not your servaunt be so long,
for my maister lettet bym.

W . WYRCESTYR.
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A .D. 1 454 (P), 2 Sept .
THOMAS HOWES TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii . 320]
Wi th regard to the da te of this le t ter , see the pre liminary note to the last.

T0 my maister , yal mP aston, Squier , be t/zz
'

s delywm z
’
.

YGHT worshypfull Sir, I recommaund me to

yow. And my maister hertly thankyth yow
for the venyson that ye sent bym from my
Lord of Oxford

,
and praye th yow that he

may be recommaunded to hysnoble Lordshyp. And

God thank yow for your speciall remembraunce of my
mater that ye hafe it so tendyrly to hert, for ye may
know weel the gode spede Of that ysmy wellfare and
the contrarye ys my utter undoyngs. I hafe sent to
John Porter to wete verrayly how it standyth with
hym ,

asye shall wete the certeynte thysweke . As for

the mater wryt to Bokkyng he hath rad ys lettre,
and wille remember your desyre, and also of William
Geney comyng, yn case he know of it rathyr thenye .

And my maistre herd the substaunce of your lettre
red

,
and lyked it ritz well . And as for the mater of

Worcester remembraunce, he shall geve hys attend
annee therto yn that he can. And where ye calle bym
maister, he ys displesed wyth that name, for he may
spend vs. yerly more by the name of Worcestr or

Botoner, and by hys maister not a ferthyng yn cer

teynte. He prayth yow foryete it.

I pray God kepe yow. Wryt at Gastr hastly d
day Of September. Your oune

,

T . HOWES .

I tem, yn case Jankyn
1 be hole, my Lord of Norffolk

1 This appears to be the Johnor Jankyn Port er above named , who will be
found ment ioned he reafter .
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hath graunted [him] by moyenof RobertWyngfeld, to
be ynmy seyd Lord yshoushold, as my maister hath
it by lettre from Wyngfeld .

A .D. 1454, 6 Sept.
WILLIAM PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

There Isabundant evidence that the year inwhich this let ter waswritt en
was 14454. The references to Lord Gr ey

’

s ofi
'

er of a husband for Elizabeth
Paston, and to Sir John Fastolf ’s going into Norfolk, of which Wi lliam
Pastonhad be fore wri tt enby anticipati on, though a li ttle premature ly , inNo

2 1 1 , are in themse lves sufficient to fix the chronology ; but the mention of
fa i lt having beendone by anew Archbishop of Canterbury and a new B ishop
of E y removes any possible doubt on the subject .

I ?) my r zt/z w ur thy/
f
ull broa

’

zr
, :7071 Parfai t , be t/zz

’

s

wurchyfull brodyr, I recomande me to

zow, desiryng to her of zowr wil lefar. Byl

lyng
l the serjant bathe byn inhis contre, and

he come to Lundon thisweke he sent for
me and ast me how I far ed ; I tolde bym her is peste
lens, and sayd I fard the bett er he was in good hele,
for it was noysyd that he was ded. A toke me to

him and ast howmy suster dede, and I answeryd wyll,
never better . He seyd he was with the Lord Gray,2

and they talkyd of j . jantilmanqweche isward to my
Lord— I remember he sayd itwasHarry Gray that thei
talkyd of ; andmy Lordsayd,

“ Iwasbesywith jnthisfewe
days to a maryd bym to a jantyllwoman jn Norfolke

that schal l have iiij. C . marc to hyr mariage , and now

a wyll not be me
,
for iiij. C . marc wulde do me

hese and now he wulde have hismariage mony bym
self, and therefore (quoth he) he schall mary bym self
for me.

”

Thiswurds had my Lorde to Byllyng, as he tollde

1 Thomas B illing was made a se rjeant in 145 3 , and about 1469 was ap
pointed Chie f Just ice of the King

’
s Ben

2 Edmund Lord Grey o f Ruthym
—S ee Le t ter 209.
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day, the Natyv ite, in gret hast. I pray recomand me

to my suster, and cosynCler.

Be yowr broder,
WM. PASTON.

217 .

A.D. 1454
-

9, 1 9 Sept —ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phill ipps, 9735, No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN PASTON.

Has searched among his evidence, and found a release of

Nycolas Bockyng of his messuage and lands inCastre ,
“
some

t ime Fraunceys and afterward John Barboures, and Cassandre

his wife,
”
which is enrolled in B anco, Rota/o pr imo a

'
e ( ar ti:

rm f tz
’

r
,
a
'

e termino St . 7 1131 . anno r . R . Henr . Se mi, Send

me the copy of it. (S ignature not in In} o wnfiand.)
Castre, 19 Sept.

[The inwhich this let ter waswrit ten is uncertain, but it cannot be
ear l ier t

ear

,1454 when Fastolf came to Caister , nor later than 1459 , as he
died InNovember of that year .

A .D. 1 454 (P), 6 Oct.
RICHARD SOUTHWELL To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
This letter must have beenwr it ten during one of the pe riods of the Duke

of York
’

s ascendancy , and ona compar ison o

p
ossible years, I am inc l ined

to assignit to 1 The date 1 60, to which ascribes it would have
be enhighly

O
proli

s
a le but for the ct that John Paston, who was re turned to

Parliament In that year , doesnot apppear to have arrived InLondonevenon
the re th Octobe r, so that probably he had not le tt Norwich onthe 6th.

To {be mg111 r everent ami wor r/zz
'

ppf ull j olm Paston
,

ICHT reverent and worshippfull Sir, and my
right trusti and welbelovid cosin, I reco
maund me unto you, praiyng you hertily to
remembr me unto my Master Radcly

'

ff
, so

that by your gode meanes I shal l mowe have his gode
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mastershipp, the whiche I have efi
'

ectuelly to [mJy
power sewed fore iij. yer, and never deserved the

contrarye to my knowlegge, by my trouth and if it
canor may be founden that I have, I will obeye me,
1nd ofi

‘

re me to abyde the rewle of you and my cosin
vour brothir, 810.

Alsomy Lord of Caunterbury
1 Master Waltier Bl[a]

kette will help forthe, .if nede be ; and as to the remen

ant Of the Lordes, if the case requir that ye may under
stand by your wysdum thei be displeased with me—as

I trust to God thei be not,— I beseche you to remembr
that I have aforetyme b[en] accused unto the Kings
H ighnesse and the Queries for owyng my pore gode
will and service unto my Lord Of York and other, &c.

Wherof I suppose that ThomasBagham is remembred
that I brought bym oones from my Lady a pursand v.

mar e therin, and to Sir PhelippWenteworth an other
and a C5 . [1 003 ] therin for their gode will and advise
therin to my Lady and all us that were appe lled for

that cause, notwithstanding the King wrote to my Lord
by the meanes of the Due of Somersette,

2 that we
shuld be avoyded from bym, &c. And within this ij.

yer we wer in like wise laboured ageyns to the Quene,
so that she wrote to my Lord

3 to avoyde us, saiyng
that the King and she coude nor myght inno wyse be
assured of bym and my Lady as long aswe wer aboute
hym ,

with much other thing, as may be sufficiently
proved by the Queneswriting under herr ownsignett

and signe manuell, the whiche I shewd to my Lord of
Caunterbury and other Lordes, &c.

I prey you have me excused that I encombr you
with thees matiers at this tyme, for me thinketh ye
shuld will and desire me to do any thing to your honour
and pleaser at any tyme

,
wherto I shal be redy and

1 Thomas Bourchier.

2 Edmund Beaufort , Duke of Somerse t.
3 JohnMowbra

y
, Duke of Norfolk, inwhose household R. Southwel l had

anappointment
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welwilled to my power by the grace of God, who have
you ever inhiskeping, and all youres.

Writonat Norwiche, onSeint Feithesday, inhaste.

Youres, RIC. SUTHWELL.

2 19 .

A .D. 1454, Oct. or Nov.

THOMAS HOWES TO [JOHN PASTON P]

[From PastonMSS B .M. ]

This let ter isanonymous, bu t appears to be in the handwri ting
Howes. I t must be long to the y ear 1454, when the wardshipFastolf of Cowhawwas granted to Howes and JohnPaston.

LEASE your maistreship to wete, for asmych
as the wryt directed to the exchetor cam not

tyl in the Vigil of Symond and Jude,1 at v iij.
of the clocke at evyn,whiche coude inno wyse

profit us that day ; notwithstondynge we had a yoman
of my Lords chamber, and were at Cowhaw,

havyng
Bertylmeu Elys with us, and ther was Long Bernard
sytting to kepe a court. And we at the furstNoy come
in the court, and Bertylmeu havynge this termys to

Bernard, seying,
“ Sir

,
forasmych as the Kyng hathe

grauntyd be hese lettres patent the wardship with
the profites of the loudes of T . Fastolf duryng hese
nun age to you

2
and T . H.

,
wherfor I am comyn

as ther styward
,
be ther comaundement, upon ther

pocessiontokep court and lete, whiche isof old custum
usyd upon thys day ; wherfor I charge you, be the

vertu herof, to seas and kepe nouthir court nor lete,
for ye have non autoryte. Quod Bernard, “ I wyll
kepe bothe Court and lete, and ye shal nonkepe here
for there isno manhath so gret autoryte .

”
Than quod

Bertylmeu, I shal sytte by you, and take a recony
saunce as ye do .

” “ Nay, quod Bernard,
“ I wyl

suffre you to sytte, but not to wryte.

“ Well
,
quod

1 S t. Simonand Jude'sday is the 28th Octobe r . The Vigi l is the a7th .

2 So inMS. The write r se ems to be confusing the d irect and Indirect
mode of repor t ing a speech.
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A .D. 1454, 3 Nov .

WILLIAM BARKER TO S IR J . FASTOLF.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M.]

For the date of th is le tter , see pre liminary Note to No. 2x4. JohnPort er
who was at this time in Fastolf

’

s se rvice , seems to have gone immedia te ly
after into that of the Duke of Nor folle—Sec Nos. 2 24, 2 34.

To myn rygfit worsfiépf ul! mayster , S z
'

r 7 0m Farm/f

LEASE youre maystership, the cause of myn

terying is that I must ben at Nor wyche on

Monday at the shyre to stoppe the ought
lawrye of John Porter, wheche but if be

holpen, he shalben dowble oughtlawed bothe atte the
sewt of the Kyng for a reskuse, as for serteynmoney
he oweth to on Hewghe, a manof court. And also

the next day I shuld ben, if it please yow, at Saxthorp
with a certeynperson, as I shal telle youre maystership
here after, of whom I shuld have certeyn evydences of

the maner of Saxthorp, and rental], and fyrmall as I

am promysed. And
, Sire, as for alle the matersthat I

went fore into Essex and Sufi
'

olk, I have spedde theym,

as I shal declar e to youre maystership at myncomyng,
and brought wryghtyng from theym. And as for myn

Lord of Norfi
'

olk, towchyng your money, he seyth ye
shal have hi t wi th inne this xiiij. dayes. Hit was his

fyrst mater to me after I badde delyvered his rynge .

The money is redye, but he seyd that he must have
stoor with inne bym ,

for he loked dayly whan the

Kyng wold send for bym. But assone as Barette , his

tresorer, come home— whom he hath sent for money,
—
ye shall incontynent after have your Clz

'

.

I made to his Lordship as I badde no thyng know in
the mater for onely for the excuse of Sir Thomas, &c.

And I beseche the blessed Trinyte preserve yow, myn

ryght wurshipq mayster
,
after his pleasaunce and

youre herts desyre, &c.

Wreten inhast at Wroxham
, the Sonday after Alle

hallwenday. Youre bedemanand servaunt,
WILLIAM BARKER.
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A.D. 1454, I I Nov .

SIR JOHN FASTOLFTO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 224 ]

T0 {Inworslzypf ull and my ryg/zt welbelovyd cosyn, j o/m

ORSHYPFULL and ryght welbelovyd cosyn,
I comaund me to yow. Lyke you to we te
that I have resseyved a le ttre at thys tyme

from John Bokkyng, wyth a copie of the

patent concernyng the wardeshyp that ye wote ofi
’

,
by

whych y understand that ye have both wrought and
holpen by your grete wysdom to bryng thys matier
aboute , whych y desyred your frendshyp and gode
avice for the suertee of the seyd waarde ;

1
and for

expedicionof whych y thank you ryz t hertlye, and pray
you to contynew foorth your gode labours in the same

yn such wyse as it may be made sure ynall wyse,
thoy it cost me the more of my gode.

And where as it ys remembred me by the seyd

lettres that y shuld labour to ghete the seyd ward yn
to my gouvemance, truely y cannot see how y coude
do it to be doon, for y have none acqueyntaunce in

that contree that y coude trust too, wythoute the

Shyreve myght be my tender frende in thys cause, or
o thyr such as ye thynk best. Wherfor y pray you
hert lye to take thysmater tenderly to hert, and that ye
lyke srke amoyenof such frendysasye canbest avyse,
and may verrayly trust uppon, to gyde thys mater yn
such wyse asmyne entent myght be sped for the pos’

session of it ; for now that y have go so ferre yn the
matier, I wold not it faylled for no gode, but it preved
well, and toke to a gode conclusion.

And where as y have understand late , by certeyn
1 ThomasFasto li of Cowhawe .

-S ee p. 292 , Note 1 .
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well willers to you warde, whych have meoved me, that
yn case the seyd warde myght be had, that ye desyre
an alliaunce shulde take atwyx a doughter of yours
and the seyd waard, of whych mociony was ryght glad
to hyre OE, and wylle be ryght well wylling and help

yng that your blode and myne myght increse ynal li
aunces. And yfl

'

it please yow that by your wysdom
and gode conduyt that ye wolde help beere owte thys
mater substaunciallie ayenst my part ie contrarie and

eville willers, that I myght have myne entent, I ensur e

you ye and y shuld appoynt and accorde yn such wyse
as ye shuld hale you ryght well plesed both for the
encresyng of your lynage and also of myne. And y
pray you be ware whom ye make of your counsaille

and myne yn thysmater, and that it may be well bore
owte er ye com thens, and yna sure wey ; and yfi

'

y
had knowe rathyr [i .a. earlier] of your entent, it shuld
hafe cost me more of my gode before thys, to hafe com

to a gode conclusion, whych I promysse yhyt shall bee,
and the mater take, by the fayth of my bodye .

Worshypfull and ryght welbelovyd cosyn, y pray
God spede you yn thys matier, and sende you your
gode desyrs.

Wreten at Gastr , the xj. day of November anno

xxxiij° R. H . VI .

Your cosyn,
JOHN FASTOLFE.

Item , cosyn, I pray yow when ye see tyme that my
Lord of Caunterbury

1
and my Lord Cromewell 2 may

be spoke wyt h for the godes of my Lord Bedford,
beyng yn dyvers men handz, be compe lled to be

brought ynne, asye shall see more along of thysmater,
wyth the wrytyngs that I have made mencion, and left
wyth JohnBOkkyng and William Barker.

ThomasBourchier . Ralph, Lord Cromwell.
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wheche yemostwith them take uponyow at thistyme in
my maisterez absence ; for as ye do in that mater, he
woll hold bym content, for Wyllyam Barker bathe an
instruccyon of my maisterez intent upon the same .

And I send JohnBokyng a copy of the panel], wheche
I shewed yow at Gastr,&c. Almyghty Jesu have yow
eternally inhese mercyfull govemaunce.

Wretyn at Gastr , the Wednysday next aftyr Seynt

Martyn, anno xxxiij.
TH . Howys.

A .D. 1 454, 1 8 Nov.

S IR THOMAS HowysTO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . ,
B .M.]

To l ire wursfzqfif ull and reverent S ir , my good Maysfz
'

r

f o/znPasfozz, inall gooo
’ly kaste.

EVERENT and wurshepfull Sir, and my good
maistyr, I recomaund me to yow in as louly
wyse as onmy part aperteineth. And please

yow to wete that my maistyr isfully purposed
to sewe ateynte, whereupon he wrytethe a lettere
directyd to yow and otherez , for the wheche I beseke

yow to be my good maystyr in pursewyng the seyd
ateynte ; and also my maistyr is agreed what reward
ye geve the Sherefi

'

he holdeth hym content. Wherfor,
that youre reward may be the larger, so he woll 1 ther
upon retum e the panell for the seyd ateynte and

thanne yef Jenney wold meove my Lord of Norfiolke
that he wold be my good Lord, amyt tyng me for hese
chapeleyn, and Jhankyn Porter for hese servaunt ,
wheche ishese chek roll , it shuld cause the matere to
have the redyer expedecyon, aswell be the Shereff as
be the gret jury. Ahd yef the processe may have so

redy sped that it myght be had be fore my Maystyr

1 Wal l , corr . from wold .
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Yelwertoninthisvaccacyontyme, itwer a gret counfort,
&c. Beseking yow at the reverence of God, and as

ever my power servyse may be at your comaundement,
that ye effectualy labour thismatere in the most sped
full wyse, as youre descrecyon, with Jenneyez avyse,
thinketh most expedyent for I ferre gretly to be out

lawed or the seyd processe shuld be brought to a
conclucyonwithoute redy processe inthe seyd ateynte .

And I here no sewer tydinges of a parlement ; but
rather thanne I shuld be outlawed, I wold yeld my
self to preson

,
wheche shuld be myn undoyng, and

thanne to be with oute remedy. My refformacyon

and counforte in eschewyng that lythe holly in your
helpe and Jenneyez at thys tyme, be cause mymaystyr
bathe comyt ted the govemaunce of the seyd matere to
yow,

and what expense it draweth he agreyth to bere
it, &c.

I beseke Almyghty Jesu have yow, my good maystyr,
e ternaly inhese me[r]cyfull govemaunce, and inspyre

yow with hese speryt of remembraunce effectualy to

procede in thismatere .

Wretyn brefily at Castre the Monday next be fore
Seynt Edmond the Kyng,1 anno xxxiij. RegisH . vjfi

I tem
,
Sir, as for mony to the sped of this matere,

Bokkyng bathe redy incomaundement tomakedelevery
to yow what that ye nede, so there shall be no defaute
in that

, &c.

T . Howvs.

225 .

A.D. I 4S4
—
5 9 .
—SIR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

This le t te r ismut ila ted and its date isunce rtain, except that , be ing dated at

Caister, i t must have beenwri t tenbetween r454 and 1459.

To my r ig/i t weloz
'

lovya
’

cosyn, f o/mPaston.

The day of St. Edmund the King was the 20th November .
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wise, and for asmoche as it is
theLady

Hastinges
1 doughter, as I undrestande

is lyneally
descendid of my Lady Felbrig 2 is sustre

she wasmaried to Sir

Hug
’ Fastolf graunsir to this same Thomas

,
and the

Lady Hastinges ls comenof Sir Robert Clyfton, which
dwellid besyde Lynne. I prey yow,

cosyn, enquere of

my Lady Felbrigge how nygh they bethe of kynrede,
and whethir they mowmarie to ghedre or not, and how
many degrees in lynage they bethe a sundre, for I

reporte me to yowr wyse discrescionwhat the law wol
sey ther ynne.

Item, it is so thatWyndam 3 came yesterday to Jer
nemouth, and is at S tapletons and this day a manof

S tapletons came to me to wete if they sholde come
speke with me or not , and I have sent Sir Thomas to
hem to know ther .entent and What they meane ; and
also he shal sey unto theym that I woll not medle ther
with but as law and consciens will.
This is the tydinges that I have I pray yow send

me some of yours. As towching the North cuntre ,
Sperling hathe tolde yow. And God kepe yow.

Wretynat Castre this same day. J . FASTOLF.

A .D. 145 5 , 9 Jan— EDMUND CLERE To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, i.
There IS no doubt about the date of this le tter . The King fe l l ill at Claren

don in the autumn of 145 3, and remained ina stat e of utter imbeci lity dur ing

Mar

é
e

g
r,

m
widow of Sir Edward Hast ings of E lsing , and daughter of Sir

Robe li on After her first husband’

5 death she married JohnWymond
ham, who bought the manor of Felbrigg from Lord Scal es and the executors

of
2
S ir S imonFelbrigg—S ee Blomefield, viii . 1 1 2 .

2 Catherine , widow of Sir SimonFe lbrigg . She wasa daughter of Anke till
Mal lory , Esq . ofWmvnck inNorthamptonshire .

3 JohnWymondham orWyndham.
—S ee Note 1
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Masse devoutly ; and Richard shall tell yow more

tid ingsby mouth.

I pray yow recomaund me to my Lady Morley,‘

and to Maister Prior,2 and to my Lady Felbrigge,3
and to my Lady Hevenyngham,

4
and to my cosyn

your moder
,
and to my cosynyour wife.

Wreten at Grenewich on Thursday after Twelfthe
day. Be your cosyn,

EDMUND CLERE.

227 .

A .D. 1455 , 24 Jan—ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phil lipps, 9735, No .

S i R JOHN FASTOLFTO HENRY FYLONGLYE AND JOHN PASTON.

Must pay £40 to the Exchequer this term for the ward of
Thomas Fastolf in part payment of £80, and other great pay
ments at the same time, amounting to £200 or more . Desires

him
,
therefore, to speak wi th my Lord of Canterbury, whose

( lay of payment is long past, that he may have “ the rather ready

payment of hisduty for he is one of the Lordsear thl y that I
most trust upon. Hopeshe will consider the great lossFastolf
already sustains by

“ the great good the King oweth me, and

other divers Lords to my great discomfort .
Castre , 24 Jan.

[This le t ter could no t have beenwr ittenbe fore the year 145 5, as Sir John
Fastolf only came to reside at Castre in the autumn of the receding .

The wardship of Thomas Fastolf wasp
rocured by Sir John[or Jo Paston

inJune 1454, so that
I
it ishigh ly proba le he had to pay for it in the begin

ning of nex In the y ear followi , again, Fastolf was endeavouring
to make good

w
those c laims against the rown, which he here merely men

t ionsas a ground of indulgence to himselfl]

228 .

A.D. 1455 , 7 Feb.

S i R JOHN FASTOLE TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

To my r zg/zt trusty and welbelovyd cosyn, j o/mPaston,
ingood/y lzarto.

1 See p. 67 , Note 1 .
2 P robably the Prio r of Bromholm.

Note 2 .

S ir J
D

Oh
3
nHeveningham marr ied E lizabe th daughter of Sir JohnReedes

niess he married a second t ime , thisElizabeth wasnow hiswidow.
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YGHT trusty andwelbelovyd cosyn, I comaund
me to yow. And please yow to wete that I
am avertysed that at a dyner inNorwiche,
wher asye and othyr jentylmenwer present ,

that that ther were certeynpersonez , jentylmen, whiche
utteryd skornefull language of me, as in thyswyse, with
mor, seyeng,

“War the,gosune [cousinP]war,and goo we
to dyner ; goo we Wher ? to Sir JohnFastolf, and ther
we shall well paye ther fore .

” What ther menyng was,
I knowe well to no good entent to me ward wherfor,
cosyn, I prey yow, asmy truste is inyow, that ye geve
me knowelege be writing what jentylmen they be that
had this report with more, and what mo jentylmen
wer present, as ye wold I shuld and wer my deute to

do for yow in semblabyll wyse . And I shall kepe

yowr informatyon in thismater secret , and with Godds
grace so purvey for hem as they shall not all be well

pleasyd. At suche a ryme a man may knowe hese
frendes and hese fooes asonder, &c. Jesu preserve
and kepe yow.

Wretyn at Caster, the vi] . day of Feverer, anno

xxxiij. R . H . vj
fi'

JOHN FASTOLF, Knyght .

A.D . 145 5 .
—THOMAS HowysTo JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS B .M. ]

The Rectory of S tokesby in Norfolkwas vacant in the ear 1 55 . The
right of presentation ought to have be longed to Sir JohnTasto as John
Fastolf—doubt less of Cowhaw—had presented in 1444 ; but it was al lowed
to lapse to the B ishop , who presented S imonThomham , LL.D. Afterwards
it appears that JamesGloys was rector, who must have been presented by
ohn or Margare t Paston. This letter was probably writ ten a few days
ore that which comesnext.

Q

T0 t/ze r zg/Lt wurs/iepf zdl S z
'

r
,
my good Maystyr f o/m
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IGHT worshepfull Sir , and my good maistyr, I

recomaund me louly unto you, thankyng
youre good maystyrshep for your good re

membraunce for the cherche of Stokysby,
Wherupon I have desyred my trusty frend, Wylliam
Worcestre, to come be the Abot 1 homward , besekyng
you to avertyse bym youre good avyse how he may be

have hym best in this mater to the seyd Abot, etc.

And, Sir, en cas ye myght be at a leyser to be wi th
my mayster uponThursday next comyng, forasmyche
asMaistyr Yelvyr tonand Jenney shal be her, ye shuld
do mymaistir ryght gret pleasure. And I beseke you
the rather for my sake, for at that tyme the conveyaunce
of al materez shal be comounyd of and I know verely
your avyse shall peyse depper inmy maisterysconceyt
thanne bothyn thers shal do. Ye have dayly gret
labour for me, God reward yow,

and my pore preyer

ye shall have, 810. I beseke Almyghti Jesu have you
in hese mercyfull govemaunce, and graunt you evyr

that may be to your most herte plessaunce, &c.

Your chapeleynand bedeman,
THOMAS Howys.

A.D. 145 5 , 1 7 March.

THE ABBOT OF ST. BENET
’
S To JOHN PASTON,

[From Fenn, iii.

This letter was wri tt en by John Martin, Lord Abbot of St. Benet
’

s of
Hulme. The heads of thismonastery we re mitred abbo ts, and sat inParl ia
ment . The date ma be assigned to the year 1 45 5 for two reasons—first,
that inthat yw S t. enet

'

s day the 2 1st o f March) fe ll ona Friday : and
s

ls
cond

ég
hat inthe same year the iving of S tokesby lapsed to the Bishop of

orw:

72) my rygbt well be lovyd j o/mPaston, Esouyer , be
t/zz

'

r delivered.

1 n Q R o nni
“
: “ u l m n ” i e e e e e
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7 b myn ryg/zt weel beloved cosyn, f of mPaston, Sguz
'

er .

ORSHIPFULL cosyn, I recomaunde me to

yow. And lyke yow to wete that at thistyme I

sende to yowmynwelbeloved frende and ser
vant

,
Sir ThomasHowys, to have youre good

councell and ad vyse how and inwhat wyse he may
best be demened there at this tyme inhisyeldyng to
the Sheref uponhis exigend, wheche is and shal be v.

tymes called as onMonday next comyng, as I under
stande and, the same by good and discrete advyse

concluded and sette ina good weye by sewertesfound
to appere at Londonthe day of the retornof the wrytte

or otherWyse, that thenne if ye thenke hit be to do
’

n

[to do], ye lyke to take uponyow to comonwith myne
Lord of Norwyche,

1
recomaundyng me to hys good

and tender Lordship, and declaryng to hym how and

in what wyse the seyd Sir Thomaswas demened in
the oyer and determyner , and sethe how he hath wrong
ously and with ought cause be vexed by JohnAndrews
and other, and greetly trowbled, Wherupon thisatteynt
now isgrownded, insuch wyse asye thenkbest to be
done ; and that hisLordship by youre medyacion here
after geve not any favore to any persone or persones

on myne contrarye pat tye for any synystre informa
ciongevenother wyse than the trought in the mater
shal require

,
as he shal weel understande by youre

good reporte, for ye know the same mater weel .
Wherfore

,
cosyn, I praye yow that ye wole tender the

same for the weel and good speed therof, as myne
syngler trust is inyow. And the blessed Trinyte pre
serve yow to his pleaser.

Inhast, at Castre, the xx1x . day of Marche.

JOHN FASTOLF, Chr.

I ct Norwyche is here a sli of the n, and that m Lord of
Norfolk'

was intended.

p pe y
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I tem,
cosyn,

I sende youre a lettre to delyver to

myne seyd Lord with a copye of the same, wheche I

praye yow to se, and if ye thenk hit be to do’
n
,
de

lyveret [deliver it] youre self
, &c.

,
to th

’

entent he

myght know the disposicionof the pepul how they be
sette,&c. for he weel advertysed in thismater shalbe
a greet supporter of trought inthisbe half, for the partye
contrarye wole do

’

n that they can to labore the jure,
and don to have theym rewled after theyr entent and
contrary to trought ; wheche mater I remytte ondly to

youre ryght wyse discrecion.

A .D . 1455 , March (P).
SIR JOHN FASTOLF TO THE DUKE OFNORFOLK.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

The MS . of this isa corrected draft. A lthough the pe rsonaddressed isnot
named, the sty le inwhich he isaddressed, and particular ly the last sentence ,leave no doubt that it is the Duke of Norfolk. Indeed , this isnot unlike ly
to be the let ter mentioned in the postscript to the last, of which a copy or

draft was sent along with the original to JohnPaston that he ht de l iver
the lat ter , only if be approved of i ts contents. If so it isprobable t Paston
withhe ld it , aswe find by the le t ter immediate ly followmg that Fastolf ad
dr essed another memoria l to the Duke on the subject of his dispute with
Wentworth four days later .

IGHT hy andmyghtyPrynce,my right gode and
gracyousLord, I recomaund me to your gode
Lordship, etc. And please itt your Hygh
nesse to wete that Sir Phil ipWenteworth pur

chasid the Kyngspatentisof the ward of the heyer and
loudesof a por kynnesmanof myne called JohnFastolf
of Cowhawe, late passed to God, to the grett hurte
and distruccionaswell of the inheritance of the seyd
heyer as interrupcion and breking of the last wil l of
the seyd John, and also to my grett troble and dam
mage and for asmoche as it fortowned be grase the
seyd patentes to be mystake, so that they were not
laufull ne suffycyent, be avyce of conceyll, certeyn

Y



T H E P A S T O N L E T T E R S . [A . D . 1455 .

persones,
l to mynuse, purchesid be the Kyngs lett ers

patentes sufiycyent and laufull Of the ward of the seyd

londes. And the rigth Of thes bothe patentes hath be
put te in jugesand lerned men, afib r born the seyd Sir
Philipp ne his conceyll cowd never prove hes tytill
lawfull be his seyd patents, and this notwithstanding
intend ith be fors, as I understand, to take the profytes
Of the seyd londes ageyns al l lawe and concyence .

Beseching your Lordchip to tender me in myn age

and sekenesse that may not ryde me help myself, and
of your habundant grace to supporte me inmy right,
that I be not be forsageyns lawe and concyence kepte

from the possescion Of the seyd loudes in this contre,
wher ye be Prynce and Sovereynnext owr Sovereyn
Lord.

following memoranda occur onthe back

B r[adwe] l l juxta J em emut.
Kir ley jux ta Leystoft, vi ij lt

'

.

FOXllole o o o o e

Cowhaw inNakton
on this side Yepiswich, iii. myl,

LangstoninBrustal l,
ij. myle beyond Yepiswich ,

“J

Bentele, ij . mi le beyond Brustall, xiiij li . (Y)

A .D . 1455 , 2 April .
S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO THE DUKE OFNORFOLK.

[From Fenn, iii.
A l though there isno direct ionupon this le tter, it was evident l addressed

to the Duke of Norfolk, as it speaks of your Cast le of Fram ling m.

”

The
absence of any writ tenaddressFenn accounts for by supposing the le t ter to
have beenenc losed ina cover but as it appears that the ori nal contained
at least one passage which was crossed out (see page 341 in can), we may
with gr eate r robability consider it to have be ena corrected draft , like the
last, sent to ohn Paston for his approval . The di te with S ir Philip
Wentworth and the mat ters of John Porter and S ir omas Howes, he re

re ferred to, both point to the year 1455 as the da te of this la ten—x ?“ Nos

22 1 , 2 24,

1 They were JohnPastonand Thomas Howes, and the ir patent was dated
6th June 32 Hen. VI. ( i 4s4). —S ee Rol ls of Par liament , v. 37 1 .
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yow, and evere more sende yow the accomplishment

of youre r ight noble desires to his plesir and youres.

Writen at my pore place Of Castre, the ij
dc day of

Aprill.
Your humble manand servaunt,

J . FASTOLF.

A.D. 145 5 , 3 May.
— ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9735 , NO.

S I R JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN PASTON .

Thanks him for his letters, and the answer he made to Bok
kyng. Doesnot know how to answer him concerning the ward,

1

the suit against William Jenney and S ir Thomas, &c. If Paston

could be at London this term, evenfor three days, it would speed

be tter thanFastolf
’

swr iting , andFastolfwil l pay hiscosts. If he

cannot, Pastonmust use hisowndiscretion, and Fastolf will abide
by what he does. I t would be a great rebuke if the matter of

the ward went against us, for nowadaysye know well that law

goe th as it is favored, and after that the attorneysbe wise and

discreet in their conduct.
”

Castre, 3 May.

[This lett er , be ing dated at Caister in the month of May , cannot be ear lier
than 145 5 , and the re fe rences to

.

the mat te r of the ward and the suit against
S ir ThomasHowes seem to fix i t to that year. ]

23 6 .

A.D. 1 45 5 (P), 8 May.
—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS .

,
E.M.]

RICHARD CALLE To JOHN PASTON.

Thorne did not com e to him
,
nor could he learnanything ahoufe

him from S ir ThomasHowes, except that Howes had informed

him of what Pastoncommanded Calle to tell hiswife. Will not
distrain t ill he hear from Paston. Howys trusts to make sufh

cient reckoning Of all things touching Fastolf, so that neither he
nor Paston be hurt. He wil l do nothing in future without
Pastou

’
s advice . Desires him to remembe r JohnElger, Bocking,

1 Thomas Fastolf—S ee p. 292 , N ote I .
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and others for the rescueswhich wasmade for JankynPorter .

Remember JamesGresham to withdraw the sui t for W. Magges.

NO News.

8 May.

[The al lusion to Johnor JankynPorter In this letter makes It probable that
it was writ tenin the year I 45 5 .

—
.S

‘

ee NO .

237 .

A .D. I 45 5 , I 6 May.
—ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735 , NO .

THOMAS CANON, THE HELDER, OF MEKYLL PAGRAvrz
,

”
TO

JOHN PASTON.

Desiresto hear Of his“ durat prosperite andwelfare. Hopeshe

will protect him as he has done, if any manwill put him to any
wrong . Has land inLytyl Fagrave and inLytyldonham , cal led

S trangys, whi ch he wishes to sell to Pastonbefore any other, on

condition that he will keep it counsel
”
from JohnFagrave t ill

he and the wr iter have accorded .

A t Sporle, Friday after AscensionDay, 33 Hen. VI .

2 38 .

A.D . 1 45 5 , 2 1 May.
—MEMORIAL TO HENRY VI .

[From Fenn, iii .
This is a copy Of the memorial drawn up the Duke of York and the

Ear ls ofWarwick and Sa lisbu just be fore t e first bat t le of S t. A lban'

s
,

which the Duke Of Some rse t an his friendswould not allow to be presented
to the King . Al though this copy is without date , the or ig inal was dated at

Ware the e rst May .
—S ee Ro l ls of Par liament , v . , 28 1

,
where the whole

document 15 cited.

STE Cristen Kyng, ryght hygh and myghty
Prince

,
and our mooste redoubted souverayn

Lorde, we recomaunde ws as humblye aswe
suffice unto your hygh excellence, where unto

please it to wete that for so moche as we hyre and

understand to our grettyst sorowe erthlye that our enne
.nyesOf approuved experience, such asabyde and kepe
theym sylf under the whyng Of your Magestee Royall,
have throwen unto the same ryght stedyousely and

ryght fraudulent lye manye ambyguytees and doubtes
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Of the fayth, lygeaunce, and dewtee that, God knowyth,
we beere unto your Hyghnesse, and have put theym yn
as grete devoyr as they coude to enstraunge ws from
your mooste noble presonce and from the favour Of

your goode grace ; whych goode grace to ws ysand

owe to be our singuler and mooste desyred yole and
consolacion We at thys ryme be comyng wyth grace
as your true and humble liege men, toward your seyd
Hygh Excellence to declare and shew therto at large
owr sayd fayth and ligeaunce , entendyng wyth the

the mercye Of Jesu yn the seyd comyng, to put wsyn

asdiligent and bet tye devoyr and dewtee asonye your
lyege menonlyve to that at may avaunce or preferre the
honnour and wellfare Off the sayd Mageste Royalle and
the seurte of the sayd most notable person; the whych
[we] beseche our blessed Creature to prosper [in] as
grete honnor, yoie, and felicitie asever had onye prince
erthlye, and to your sayd Hyghnesse so to take, accept,
and repute ws, and not to plese to geve trust or confi
dence unto the sinistrez

,
maliciouse, and fraudulent

labouresand rapportesOf our sayd ennemyes unto our

comyng to your sayd moste noble presence ; where
unto we beseche humblye that we may be adm itted as
your liege men, to th

’
entent to show ws the same ; wher

Ofi
'

yerstenday we wrote our lettres of our entent to
the ryght reverent fadre ynGod, the Archebysshop Of

Caunterburye ,
1 your Chauncellr Of England, to be

shewed to your sayd Hyghnesse, whereoff , forsomoch
aswe be not acerteyned whethyr our sayd entent be

by hys fadrehode shewed unto your seyd goode grace
or not, we sende thereoff unto thys closed a copy Of
our said lettres of our disposicion toward your sayd

Hygh Excellence and the honnour and weele Of the

land, whereynne we wolle persevere wyth the grace of
our Lorde .

1 Fennstates that onthe marginof the MS . , ina hand nearl coeval with
the let ter itse lf, is writ ten, ‘ Memorandum quod d ict

’ litera’, Dominorum
d irect

’

Ar chiepiscopo Cant. est apud What fo llowed 15 lost , the
aper be ing torn. The le t ter to the A rchbishop of Canterbury , however, wil l
e found quoted at ful l length In the Rol ls of Par liament , v. 280-1
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smeton on eyther pat tye . The seyde Duke sende to
the Kyng our sovereyne Lord, be the avyse Of his

councell
, prayng and be sekyng bym to take him as

his true manand humble suget ; and to consider and
to tender at the reverence of Almyghty God, and in

way of charite the true entent of his comyng
— to be

good and gracyous sovereyne Lorde to his legemen,
whech with al ther power and mygth wille be redy at
alle tymes to leve and dye with hym inhisrigth . And

to what thyng yt shoulde lyke his Mageste Ryall to
commaunde hem, yf yt be hisworsship, kepyng right Of
the Croune and wellfare Of the londe ; More over,
gracyous Lord, plese yt zour Majeste Ryall Of zour

grete goodnesse and ryghtwesnesse to enclyne zour

wille to here and fele the ryghtwyse partye of us zour e

sugettes and legemen fyrst
, prayng and besechyng to

oure Lord Jesus Of his hye and myghty power to geve
un to zou vertu and prudence

,
and that thorugh the

medyacyonOf the gloriousmartyr Seynt Albon to geve
zou very knowleche to knowe the entent Of oure

assembleng at this tyme ; for God that is [in] Heven
knoweth than our entent is rightful and true. And

there fore we pray unto Al myghty Lord Jesus these
wordes - D omz

'

fle r is clipeus dqfemz
'

omlr nostre . Where
fore,

°

gracyus Lord, plese it your hyghe Majeste te

delyvere such as we wole accuse, and they to have
lyke, as t hey have deserved and done, and z e to be

honorabled and worsshepyt as most ryghtfi
'

ull Kyng
and oure governour . For and we shall now at this
tyme be promysed , asafore this tyme ysnot unknowen,
Of promes brokenwhech ful fayth fully hath benpro
mysed, and there upon grete othesmade, we wyll not
now cesse for noonsuch promysse, surete, ne o ther , tyl
we have hem whych hav deserved deth, or elleswe to
dye there fore .

”

And to that answered the Kyng our sovereyne Lord,
and seyde “ I , Kyng Herry

,
charge and comaund that

no maner persone, Of what degre , or state; or condi
cyon that evere he be, abyde not, but voyde the felde,
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and not be so hardy to make ony resystens ageyne me
in myn owne realme for I shall knowe what traytor
dar be so bolde to reyse apepull in myn owne lond,
where thorugh I am in grete desese and hevynesse .

And by the feyth that I owe to Seynt Edward and to

the Corone of Inglond, I shal destrye them every
moder sone

,
and they be hanged, and drawen, and

quartered, that may be takenafterward, Of them to have
ensample to alle such traytours to be war to make ony
ruch rysyng Of peple withinne my 10nd, and so traytorly
to abyde her Kyng and govemour . And, for a con

clusyon, rather then they shall have ony Lorde here
with me at this tyme, I shall this day, for her sake, and
in this quarrell my sylfl lyve or dye .

Wych ansuere come to the Duke of Yorke, the
wheche Duke, by the avyce Of the Lordes of hys

Counceill, seyde unto hem thise wordes The Kyng
our sovereyne Lord will not be reformed at our besech
yng me prayer, ne wylle not understonde -the entent
that we be comen heder and assembled fore and gade
red at this tyme ; but only ys full purpose, and there
noon other wey but that he wole with all his power
pursue us

,
and yf ben taken, to geve us a shameful

deth, losyng our lyvelode and goodes, and our heyres

shamed for evere . And ther fore
,
sythe yt wole be

noon othere wyse but that we shall OOtterly dye, better

yt ys for us to dye in the feld than cowardly to be put
to a grete rebuke and asshamefful deth ; more over,
consederyng ynwhat peryle Inglonde stondes Inne at

thys owre, therefore every manhelp to help power for
the ryght there Ode, to redresse the myscheff that now
regneth, and to quyte us lyke men in this querell

preyng to that Lord that ysKyng Of Glorye, that regneth
in the kyngdom celestyall, to kepe usand save us this
day in our right

,
and thorugh the helpe Of His holy

grace we may be made strong to with stonde the grete
abomynable and cruell malyse of them that purpose
fully to destrye uswith shameful deth . We ther fore,
Lord, prey to The to be oure confort and Defender,



seyng the word afore seyde, Domz
'

zze si r d z
’

pem def en
sz

’

om
’

r nostre .

”

And whanne this was seyde, the seyde Duke of

Yorke, and the seyd Erle Of Salesbury , and the Erle of
Warrewyk,bet wene xj. and xij . of the clocke at noon, the
broke into the touninthre diverse placesand severelle
places Of the fore seyd stre te . The Kyng beyng then
in the place Of Edmond Westley

,
hunderdere Of the

seyd toun Of Seynt Albones, comaundeth to sle alle
maner men of lordes, knygthtes, end squyeres, and

zemen that myght be takenOf the for seyde Dukes Of
York . Thys don, the fore seyde Lord Clyfford kept
strongly the barrers that the seyde Duke of York myght
not in ony wise, with all the power that he badde,
entre ne breke into the toun. The Erle Of Warrewyk,
knowyng ther Ofi

'

e
,
toke and gadered hismento gedere

and ferosly brake in by the gardeyne sydes betuene
the signe of the Keye and the sygne Of the Chekkere

inHolwell strete and anoon as they wer wyth inne
the toon, sodeynly the blew up trumpettes, and se tte
a cry with asshout and a grete voyce, A Warrewe

A Warrewyk A Warrewyk I and into that tyme the
Duke Of York mygth nevere have entre into the toun
and they with strong hond kept yt, and mygh ttyly
faught to gedere, and anoon, forth with after the brek

yng in, they sette on them manfully. And as of

Lordes of name were slayn the Lord Clyfiord, the
Duke Of Somersete, the Erle of Northumberlond, S ir

Bartram Entuwysselle, Knynght and Ofmen of cour te
Wyllyam Z ouch, John Bat ryaux, Raaff of Bapthorp
and hys sone, Wyllyam Corbyn, squyers; Wil liam
Co tton, receyver of the Ducherye of Lancastre ; Gyl

bert S tarbrok, squyer ; Malmer Pagentoun, William
Botelore, yomen; Rogere Mercroft, the Kyngesmes

sanger ; Halyn, the Kynges porter ; Raufe Wyllerby
and xxv . mo, whych her names be not ze t knowen.

And Of hem that ben slaynbenberyed InSent Albo
nos xlviij . And at this same ryme were hur t Lordes
of name —the Kyng, our sovereyne Lord, in the neck
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HE solecytouriz and causerys Of the feld
takyng at Seynt Albonys, ther namysshewyn
her aftyr

The Lord Clyfi
'

ord.

Rauff Percy.

Thorpe.

Tresham and Josep.

The inony[enemy
’

s] batayle wasintheMarket-place,

and the Kyngesstandard waspight, the Kynge beynge
present with these Lordes, whosnamys folwe

The Duke Of Bokyngham . With manyKnyghtes
The Duke Somyrcete. and Squyeriz , to the

The Erle Devynshire . noumbre inalle that
The Erle Of Northeombirlond. faught that day iijm‘.
The Erle Stafford . and it was
The Erle Dorcete. done on Thursday
The Lord Clyfi

'

ord. lastpast atwyx xj. and
The Lord Ros. x1] . at mydday.

The namys Of the Lordes that were on the othir

party shewynhere aftyr

The Duke of York.

The Erle of Salysbury. With many otheriz
, to

The Erle Of Warwyk. the noumbre Of vml '

The Lord Clynton. [5000] men.

Sir Robert Ocle.

And SirRoberOcle tokvj° o[600] menOf the Marchis
,

and tok the Market-place or Ony manwaswar than
the larum belle was ronge, and every man yed to

harneys, for at that tyme every manwas out of ther
aray, and they joynid batayle anon and it was done
with inne di. [i .e. one lzalf ,] houre , and there were slayn
the men, whosnamys folwyn
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The Duke Somyrcete . With many othir men, to
The Erle Northombirlond. thenoumbreof iiijc
The Lord Clyfi

‘

ord . and asmany or mo hurt.
The Lord Clynton. TheKyngewashurt wi th
Sir Bartynat Wessyll. an harwe in the necke.

Babthorpe and hese some . The Duke Of Bukkyng
Cotton, Receyvour Of the ham hurt , and fled in to
Duchye. theAbbey. TheErleDe

Gryphet, Ussher Of Hall. vynshire hurt. The Erle
Herry Loweys. Stafford and Dorcetyr

Wyllyam Regmayde. gretly hurt. Fylongley
JohnRaulyns.Asple . faught manly

,
and was

Harpour, Yoman Of the shet thorwe the armys in
Croune. or placys.

The Duke Of Norfolke come a day aftyr the jurney
wasdone with vj

mlL [6000] men.

And the Erle Of Oxinford also.

The Erle Of Shrewysbury, WIth xmn'
Lord Crumwelle, menwere comynge.

And Sir Thomas Stanley,

The Kynge with all the Lordes come to London to
Westmenstyr onFryday, at vj. of clocke at aftyr none,
and London went a generalle processyon the same

day.

A.D. 145 5 , 2 5 May
— JOHN CRANE TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i. l oo. ]

This le tte r re lates to the first batt le of S t. Albm ’

sand the principal changes
which tookp lace immediate ly after it.

(Infomy worsbz
'

pf ull and welbeloved cosyn, j ofinPaston,
be this lettre de bt/red in least.
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GHT worshipfull and entierly welbeloved Sir,
I recommaunde me unto you, desiring hertly
to here of your welfare . Fur thermore lettyng
youwete, asfor such tydingesaswe have here,

such [there] thre Lordesbe dede, the Duke of Somerset,
the Erle of Northombrelonde, and the Lord Clyfford ;
and as for any other menof name, I knowe noonsave
only Quotton Of Cammbrigeshire. As for any other
Lordes, many Of theym be hurt ; and as for Fenyngley,
he lyveth and fareth well

,
as fer as I canenquere, &c.

And as for any grete multytude of people that ther
was, aswe can tell, ther was at most slayn [x]

l
vj.

score. And asfor the Lordes that were with the Kyng,
they and her menwer pilled and spoyled out of all

their harneysand horses and asfor what rule we shall
have yit I wote nett, save only ther be made newe
certaynOfficers.

My Lord OfYorke, Constabil of Englande my Lord
ofWarweke ismade captaynof Calyes my Lord Burg
chier ismade Treasorer Of Englande ; and as yit other
tydinges have I none.

And as for our soverayn Lorde, thanked be God, he
bathe no grete harme.

NO more to you at this tyme, but I pray you send
this lettyr to my Maistresse Paston, when ye have
sene hit preyng you to remembre my systir Margrete

ageyne the tyme that she shal be made nonne.
Writtenat Lamehith, onWitsonday, &c.

By your cosyn,
JOHN CRANE.

A.D. 1455 , 28 May.
—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phill ipps, 9735, No .

1 In
_

the or
p
tginal

let ter , the x is struck out, and vj placed after it in the

same line .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


T H E P A S T O N L E T T E R S . [A .D. 1455.

he and his brethern ben bounde by reconysaunce in
notable summes to abyde the same .

The Erle Of Wylts sent to the Lordes from a place
of his, called Peterfeld, a lettre desyring to know if he
shuld come, and abyde abought the Kynges persone
as he dede be fore and if he shuld not, than that they
wold lycence hym to goon into Erland, and leve there
uponhis landes, &c.

,
and before this don, the Lordes

were advysed to have made hym to donas the Duk
Buk hath don, and no more but what that wolle falle
now therof, no man can telle as yet.
The Baron of Dudley is in the Towre what shal

come Of bym, God wote . The Erle Of Dorsete is in
warde with the Erle of Warrwyk.

Hit was seyd, for sothe, that Harpere and other
of the Kynges chamber were confedered to have
steked the Deuk York in the Kynges chamber ; but
hit wasnot so, for they have clered theym therof.
But Londonupon the same tale areysen, and every

man to harneys onCorpusChristi even, and moche
adoo there was.

Syr Wil liam Oldhall a bydeth no lenger in Seynt
wery than the Chef Juge come

,
for that ryme he shal

goo at large
,
and sewe all hismaters himself, &c.

The BaronDudley hath appeched many men; but

what they ben, as yet we can not wete. Sir Phillyp
Wentworth was in the feld

,
and bare the Kynges

standard, and kest hit down and fled. Myn Lord
Norffolkseyth he shal be hanged therfore, and so is

he worthy. He is inSuffolk now. He der not come
abought the Kynge .

Edmond Stendal e was with Wenlok there in the

feld, and fi
’

owly hur t.
Fylongley is at home at hisowenplace with hiswyf,

and shal doe ryght weel but we have a greet losse Of

his absence this terme, for hit wole be longe er he

come this terme, I am a ferde.

Alle the Lordes that dyed at the jorney arnberyed
at Seynt Al bones.
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O ther thinges bennon here, but ye shal sene by
Thomas Scal es let tre the rewle of the Frenshemen,&c.

God spede usweel inour matres this terme, I praye
to God, who have yow inhiskepyng, &c.

W . B .

A .D . 1 45 5 , 8 June .

THE DUCHESS OFNORFOLK To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
From the time of year at which it waswr it ten, this letter must re fer to the

par liamentary e lec t ionof 145 5 .

Yb oure r eg/If trusti and welbelovid/el mParlofl, E rguz
'

er .

H e D ue/zerre of M rfi b/é .

IGHT trusti and welbelovid, we grete you

hertil iweel . And for asmuche as it is thought
right necessarie for d ivers causes that my
Lord have at this tyme in the Parlement

suche persones as longe unto him
, and be of his

menyall servaunts, wherinwe conceyve your good will
and d iligence shal be right expedient , we hertili desire
and pray you that at the contemplacion of thise oure

lettres, as our special trust is in you, ye wil geve and
applie your voice unto our right welbelovid cosin and

servaunts, JohnHoward and Syr RogerChambirlayn, to
be Knyghts of the shire, exort ing all suche othir asbe
your wisdom shal now be behovefull, to the good
exployte and conclusionOf the same .

And inyour faithful attendaunce and trewe devoyre
in this partie, ye shal do unto my Lord and us a
singlere pleasir , and cause us herafter to thank you

therfore, as ye shal holde you right weel content and
agreid, with the grace of God, who have you ever in
hiskeping.

WreteninFramlyngham Castel, the viij. day Of June.

2
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24 5 .

A .D. 1455 , 1 1 June.
—ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps, , 9735 , No. 269 ]

S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON.

Thanks him for his letter sent from London. Bokkyng writes
that a writ of r avzlrbmm t de garde 15 taken, and Wentworth

’
s

counsel call sore upon the actionof 200 marksm the Common

Pleas, and John Andreus is ready there , and wri ts Of capias
ayenst John Porter aswell as ayenst S ir Thomas.

”
Begshim to

hasten to London, as there is great labour against our intent .
\Ventworth has got Debenham, Radel and others in my
Lord

’

shouse against us. Would rather e were at London two
d ays too early than too late; for he trustsno man

’
swit so much

as Paston
’
s.

Castre, I I June .

[The references Inthis le t ter to the affair of the wardship , and to the actions
against J c

i
hn Port er and S ir Thomas Howes, al l show that i t be longs to the

yw 1455'

24 6 .

A .D . 1 45 5
— S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS .
, B .M.J

This 15 only the mut ilated postcript of a let ter wi thou t any address, though
it was doubt lessdirec ted to JohnPaston. The anx ie ty exp ressed that Paston
should be InLondon In good time corresponds so close ly with the contents
f the

dp
receding let ter that we may refer th is to the same period , y
the preceding le tt er and this are in the handwriting ofWil liam Wor

cester . The matt er , which was to be engrossed before the Courts removed ,

had refer ence probably to the wardship of Thomas Fastolf of Cow haw.
—~S ee

No. 248 follow mg .

J . FASTOLF.

More overe, cosyn, I pray yow concyder that
yfi

’

the pleesfor the mater ye [wit Off ] may be engroced
be tyme or the Courtys remefe, hyt may stand ynmore

suertee and ellys byt wille stand yna jubardye as to

alle that . hathe be spended and doon hee re before .

And therfor, savyng your be tter avice, I had lever ye
were at Londona weke the rather and tymelyer then
a weke to late. I pray yow doth somwhate aftyr my
councell as I wolle do by youres.
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A. D . 145 5 , 24 June—JOHN JENNEY TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

The parliamentary elect ionto which this le tte r re fers is evident ly the same
as inNos. 244 and 247 . The e lec tion of Howard and Chambe r lain actua lly
tookplace on the 23d June , the day be fore this le t ter waswrit ten, as I fi nd
by the original re turns in the Record Office.

T0 my arm'

s/zipf u/l maisz
‘
er

, j al mP aston, Esguz
'

er .

I Maister Paston
,
I recomaunde me to you.

Andwher ye shulde be enformed that I shulde
sey to Howard 1 that ye labored to be Knyght
of the shire, I seid never $ 00 to hym . I tolde

my Lord of Norffolk atte London that I labored
diverse men for Sir Roger Chaumberleyn, and they
seid to me they wolde have bym, but not Howard, in
asmeche as he badde no lyvelode inthe shire, nor con
versement acquaintance and I asked them hom
they wolde have

,
and they seid they wolde have you,

and thus I tolde bym . And he seid onavysely, ashe

kandoo full well, I myght not sey ye labored ther, for
I herde never sey ye labored therfor, be the feithe I
y owe to God.

Asfor thiswrit of the Parlement of Norwich, I thanke

you that ye will labour ther in; asfor my trendys ther,
I truste right well all the aldermen, except Broun2 and
sech as be in his dawnger.

3 I prey you spekith to

Walter Jeffrey 4 and Herry Wilton,5 and maketh them
to labour to your entent. I prey you that yf ye thenke
that it wull not be, that it like you that to sey that

ye meve it of your self, and not be my desire . Sum

1 JohnHoward , the Duke of Norfolk'

s cousin. He was afterwardscreated
Duke of Norfolk himse lf by Richard I IL, inwhose muse he fe l l fight ing at

the bat t le of Bosworth.

2 R ichard B rownwas Mayor of Norwich in 1454, and membe r for that
ci t
y
in 1460 .

—F.

3 Thismeans inhisdebt, and there fore under his influence—F.

Walter Jeffrey wasUnder sheriff of Norwich inr45 1 , 145 2 , and t459 .
~ -F.

5 Henry Wiltonwas returned with JohnJenney in“ 77 .—F.
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men holde it right straunge to be inthis Parlement,
and me thenketh they be wyse men that 5 00 doo .

Wretenatte Intewode,1 onSceint Johnday, inhast.
Your servaunt,

JOHN JENNEY.

A.D . 1 45 5 , 2 5 June — JOHN JENNEY TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii. 380 ]
This le t te r clear ly refers to the same mat ters as the preceding , and was

wr i t ten the day aft e r.

To 772y wzzrs/zszz/Z ”matier ,[01mP aston, Sq

I wurshipfull maister, I recomaunde me to you ;
and I thanke you that it plesith you to take
Seche labour for me asye doo. My servaunt
tolde me ye desired to knowe what my Lord

of Norffolk seid to me whan I spake of you ; and he
seid in asmeche as Howard 2 myght not be , he wolde
wr ite a lettre to the Under-Shr eve that the shire shulde
have fre eleccion, $ 00 that Sir Thomas Todenham
wer not , nor none that was toward the Due of Suffolk ;
he seid he kuewe ye wer never to bym ward. Ye

may
8
sende to the Under-Shreve, and see my Lord

lettre. Howard was as wode as a Wilde bullok God

sende bym seche wurshipp as he deservith. It is a
cvill precedent for the shire that a straunge manshulde
be chosyn, and no wurshipp to my Lord Ofl

'

Yorke,
nor to my Lord Of Norffolk to write for hym for yf

the jentilmenof the shire will sufi
'

re sech inconvenyens,

1 This estate came to Jenney by hismarriage wi th E lizabe th, daughter of
Thomas We therby, a rich alderman of Norwich, who, aft er having twice
served asMayor, quarre lled with the city about the e lectionof his successor

in that office in1433, and instigated variousprosecut ions against them.
-He

d ied in 1 445 .

2 S ee p. 340, Note r .

’

e modern version in Fenn reads, The Mayor sent to the Under»

Sheriff, and saw my Lord
’

s le t ter .

"
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in good feithe, the shire shall not be called of seche
wurshipp as it bathe be.

Wreten atte Intewode, this Wednesday next after
Sceint John, inhast. Your servaunt,

JOHN JENNEY.

25 1.

About A .D . 145 5 (P), 2 9 June .

ALICE CRANE To MARGARET PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii . 146]
JohnCrane ofWoodnorton, whom we suppose to have be en the writer of

Le t ters 94 and 241 , had a wife of the name of Alice , who was parent ly a

widow in 145 7 , whenshe presented to the living of Woodnorton
a

fsee B lomefield, iv . But the wr iter of thiswas more probably a dau hter , serving
in the household of a lady o f rankaccordin to the custom of t e times. I f

so, the date isbe fore JohnCrane ’

sdeath, w
'

ch must have happened be tween
145 5 and t 4s7o

To my cosyn, Margar et P aston, be t/zz
'

r [after (laye r ed.

GHT worshipfull cosyn, I recomaund me

unto you, desyryng to here of youre welfare ;
and if it like you to her Of my welfar, at the
makyng of this letter I was in good hele,

loved be God. The cause of my wrytyng to you at
this tyme is this, praying you to send me word of youre
welfare, and how ye do of youre seknesse, and if the

medycyndo you ony good that I send you wrytyng of
last thankyng you of the grete frenship that ye have
do to my moder with all my hert.
Also I pray you that ye wyll be good meyn to my

cosynyoure husbond, that he wyll se that my fader be
well ruleyd in his lyvelode for his worship and his

profett.

Also prayng you to hold me exschusyd that I have
wryten no ofter to you, for, in good fe th, I had no
leysir ; for my Lady hath be seke at London, ner
hand this quarter of this yere, and that hath be grete
hevinesse to me ; but now, blesyd be God, she is

amendyd and is in the contre agayne.
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Coddes grace he shall be releved by the meene of the

Parlement by Sonday yee shall hafe weetyng.

As for my maister,
1 he

tille the next weke after
Asfor tydyngsbe non icly known],

but Ponyngs
2
ys q t and delyvered of all tresons;

and Sir William Oldhale ys process yn the Kyngs

Bynche reversed ; and the Priest that acoused Lordz
Cromewell

,

8 Grey,
4
and mymaister wolle confesse who

caused hym to do it, so that he may have hys lyve,&c .

Assone as ye goodly may to see my maister, it shall
be to bym a singuler pleasir. Sir, a baylly of my
maister ysynDrayton. JohnEimond brought a lettre
to yow, and he sent me wetyng he was shent [abarZzea

'

]
upponsom mater, as he supposyth, conteyned yn the

lettre. Y pray you yn ryght be hys gode maister,
and that y may wete the cause; for y doubt he shall
and most obbey, yfi

'

he hath Ofi
'

ended.

At Castr, the noneday,5 vij. day Jullet.
Your, W . WORCESTRE.

On tbe top of
'

tfiz
’

r letter
,
ina dg

'

fi
'

crm t frond, is wr itten

Prove ontrouthe in the Undir-Sherif, or that he dede othi r
wise thanne your counsell avysid hym , and Pastonshall demene
hym accordyng.

A .D. 145 5 , 1 9 July.

HENRY WINDSOR To BOKKYNG AND WORCESTER.

[From Fenn, i.
As this le tter re fers to the di tes which arose after the bat t le of St.

A lban
’

s as to who should bear blame of that occurrence , the date is
certam.

1 Sir JohnFastolf.
9 Robert Poynings—S ee p. 1 33, Note 2 .

3 Ralph, Lord Cromwe ll . He was accused of treasonby a priest named
Robe rt Col m om—S ee N ico las’ Pri Council Proceedings,” vi.
4 Probab y Edmund, Lord Grey ov uthin; but there were at

also a Lo rd Grey of Codnor and a Lord Gre y ofWilton.

5 The day of the None s—F.
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Unlo my moost f ail/
“

all brat/tern, j o/m B okkyng and

William Worcestre, and to ay t/Ear of tluym.

ORSHIPFULL Sir, and my most hertely and
best be loved brother, I recommaundme unto
you inmore loly wise thanI canother thenk
or write ; and with al my service and trewe

herte thank you Of your gentill lettres, full brotherly
writtenunto me at mony tymes of old

,
and especiall

Of late tyme passed. And tnvly, brother, I thank
Almyghty God of your welfare, of the which the bet er
of thismy pour let tre certified me of, &c.

And, Sir, as touchyng al maner of
‘

newe tithinges,
I knoo well ye are averous3 truly the day of makyng
Of this le tter, ther were noun newe, but suche I herd
o f, ye shalbe served with all.
As for the first, the Kyng our souverainLord, and

all his trwe Lordesstand inhele of there bodies
, but

not all at hertes ees aswe. Amonges other mervell,
dayes afore the writyng of this letter, there was

langage betwene my Lordes OfWarrewikke and Crom
well afore the Kyng, insomuch as the Lord Cromwell
wold have excused bym self of al l the steryng or moev

yng of the male journey of Seynt Albones of the

whiche excuse makyng, my Lord Warrewikke had

knolege, and in hast wasse with the Kyng, and sware
by his othe that the Lord Cromwell said not trouth,
but that he wasbegynner of all that journey at Seynt
A lbones and so betwene my said ij. Lords of Warre

wikke and Cromwell ther is at this day grete grugyng,
insomoch as the Erle of Shrouesbury hath loged bym
a t the hospital] Of Seynt James, beside the Mewes, be
the Lord Cromwells desire, for his sauf gard.
And also all my Lord OfWarrewikke men, my Lord

o f York men, and also my Lord of Salesbury mengoo
with harnes, and in harnes with strang wepons, and
have st uffed their Lordes barges full of wepondayly
unto Westminster. And the day of makyng of this
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letter, ther wasa proclamacionmade inthe Chauncerie,
on the Kyngs behalf, that noman shuld nether bere
wepon, ner were harnes defensible, &c.

Also, the day afore the makyng of this letter, ther
passed a bill 1 both by the Kyng, Lords, and Comens,
puttyng Thorp, Josep, and my Lord of Somerset inall

the defaute be the which bill all maner of actions that
shuld growe to any personor persones for any offenses

at that journey doon, inany maner of wise shuld be

extynt and voide, afi
'

ermyng all thing doon there well
doon, and nothing doon there never after this ryme

to be spokenof ; to the which bill mony amangroged
full sore nowe it is passed .

And if I myght be recommaunded unto my speciall
maister and youres, with all lolinessand trewe service
I beseech you hertely as I can.

And also to my brethern Th. Upton,2 Lodowick of
Pole, Will iam Lynd Calyn [2217150172P], and JohnMer

chall. ‘

N0 more, but our Lorde have you both inhisper
petuell kepyng.

Wr iten at London, on Seynt Margarete Even,3 in
hast ; and after this is rede and understonden, I pray
you bren or breke it, for I am loth to wr ite any thing
of any Lord. But I moost neds ther is no thing
elles to write . Amen.

Your awn
,

H . WYNDESORE.

A.D. 1 45 5 , g 5 July— JAMES GLOYS
'

r o JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iv.

This le t ter is attr ibuted by Fennto the year 1461 , but that date IS certa inly
inaccurate , as it was answered byg

n Paston at Norwich the very day i t

waswr it ten,
whereas in

J
uly 146: tonwas inLondon. Moreover, it ce r

tainl y could not have af ter x46 1 , as S ir Thomas Tuddenham was

1 S r: Ro lls of Par liament , v. 280.

th

, Ufiou m Fenn, but Upton inthe modernversiononthe opposite side of

th
;
:

gt
ge

Margare t
'

5 day 13 the 20 th July , the ev e the 19 th.
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redy at yowr comaundment with the grace of God,
how [wize] ever have you inhisblyssed kepyng.

WretynatWighton inhast, onSent James day,
Be your servaunte, JAMES GLovs. 1

A .D. 1455 , 2 5 July—JOHN PASTON To JAMES CLovs.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M .]

This le tt er , which is printed from a draft in John Pastou's hand, was
wri tten inanswer to the preceding , to which the reader is referred for the

evidence of its

To S ir f ame: Gloys

HER be dyvers thynges in your letter sent to
me ; one that a slaw[n]derus moyse shuld

renne ageynsYelverton, Alygtonand me, to

brynge usowre of the conceyt es of the puple
be Heydon and his dyscyplis, of a bill tha t shuld
have do put uppe in to the Parlement ageynsmy Lord
of Norwich and odir. I lete yow wete this is the

furst day that I herd of any seche, but I wold wete
the namys of hem that utter this langage and the

mater of the bill. Asfor my Lord of Norwych, I sup
pose ye know I have not usid to meddel with Lordes
maters meche forther than me nedith ; and as for Sir
ThomasTodynham,

he gaff me no cawse of late tyme

to labor ageyns bym, and also of seche mater I know
non defiaut in bym. And as for Heydon, when I
putte a bill ageyns bym I suppose he shall no cause
have, me his discyplis nother, to avante of so short a
remedy ther of

, as ye wrygth they sey now. As for

that ye desyr that I shuld send yow word what I shuld
sey in this mater, I pray yow in this and all other
lyke, ask the seyeres if thei will abyd be ther Iang
ag e, and as for me, sey I prupose me to take no

1 He was a priest and a dependant of the Pastous.
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mater uppon me butt that I woll abyde by ; and in
lekwys for Yelvertonand Aligt on. And that ye send
me the namys of them that ye wryte that herd this
langage seyd shr ewedly, and what they seyd ; and that
ye remembre what menof substance wer ther that herde
itt ; for if this canbe dreve to Heydonor hisdissyplis,
as ye wryte, it wer a gode preve that they fere to

be appelyd of sechemateres. And I thank yow for your

godwill. Wrete att Norwych, onSeynt James day.

A.D . 145 5 , 26 July.

JOHN CHEDWORTH, BISHOP OF L INCOLN , TO JOHN
PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.
The date of this le tter ts ascertained by a contemporaneous memorandum

at the bo t tom of the original in these words,
‘

Lit t . direct . J oh
’

t Paston inter
Michaelem xxxi ij . e t xxxiiij . Heur . Sexti.

”

ToMewors/zipf ul l and welbelovezlj ol mPaston, Esguyer .

IGHT worshipful and welbeloved Sir , I com

aunde me unto you, and with all my hert
thank you for the grete labours that ye
oftymes have diligently doon for my wel

beloved servant John Ode, to th
’
entent that he

shuld mowe atteyne to entre and enjoy peasible
his enheritaunce, as I am enformed dew unto him

and pray you of youre goode contynuaunce, cer

tyfieng you that I have written unto Yelverton, the
justice , that he wol, at some sesonable tyme

,
common

with Sir Thomas Tudenham, knyght, and to ofi
'

r e him

asmoche reasonas it shal be thought unto him and to

you, that lawe wol in that behalf require, prayng you
that ye wol commonwith the saide Yelverton, and to
conceyve betwix you such lawful meones of gyding of

thismatier that my said servaunt may have peasebly
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with owten grete trouble his said enheritaunce
,
as I

shal in case semblable do my labour unto your
pleasaunce. And pray you that of the dispo
sicion Of the said Sir Thomas Tudenham in this be
half, I may be certified. And Jesu preserve you.

Writtenat London
,
the xxvj. day of July.

J . , BYSSHOPP OF LINCOLN .

A .D. 1 45 5 , 2 8 Oct.

JAMES GRESHAM TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i . I I4. ]
Th is le tter waswrit ten in r 5 5 , at the t ime

'

of the King
'

s second attackof
illness, which ha pened while e was under the cont ro l Of the Duke of York
and the Ear ls 0 Warwick and Salisbury , as ment ioned at the end o f the
le t te r. In the lat ter part of the le tter some wordsare lost by the decay of
the original MS.

To my r ig/z!worsfiipf ull maisler , j eli l i PaSlOfl , at Nor

wielze
,
be ibis deb t/r ed.

LEASE it your maistership to wete 1
Here be many marvaylos tales of thynggs

that shall falle thisnext moneth, as it isseyd
for it is talked that oon Doktor Grene, a

preest, hath kalked [calezzlalerl and reporteth, that by
fore Seynt Andreu day next comyng shall be the

grettest bataill that wassith the bataill of Shrewisbury,
2

and it shall falle bytwene the B isshoppes Inne of Sales
bury and Westminster Barres, and there shall deye vij.
Lords, whereof iij. shuld be bisshoppes. Althis and

meche more is talked and reported . I trust to God it
shall not falle so.

Also there is gret varyance bytwene the Erll of

Devenshire and the Lord Bonvyle, as hath be many
day, and meche debat is like to growe therby ; for on
Thursday at nyght last passed, the Erll of Denshyres
sone and heir come with lx men of armes to Rad

Here saysFenn, fo llowsanaccount of some law
'

business.&c.Fought in 1 403 be tweenKing Henry IV. and the rebe l Pe rcies
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same cuntre. This matier is take gret ly
passed at ij. after mydnyght rod owt of London, as it
is seid, more thanne the best wyse. Summe

seyne it was to ride toward my Lord of York, and

summe k, so meche rumor is here what i t
menyth I wot not, God turne it at Hert
ford,1 and summe menar a ferd that he is seek ageyn.

I pray God my Lords of York ,Warwyk,
Salesbury and other am inpurpos to conveye bym

&c The seid N . Crome, berer her of,
shall telleyousuche tydynggs in

hast, at London, onSeint Simonday and Jude.

Yowr poer J . GR .

2 5 8 .

A .D . 145 5 , 30 Oct
— ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLF “
To MY RIGHT TRUSTY BROTHER.

NICHOLAS MOLYNEUX.

”

As I come not to London thiswinter, I beg you to see to my
Lord’smatters, and labo r to my Lord of Canterbury and Master

JohnS tokys for the recovering of my Lord
’

s
“
[good]s. N0 man

cansay more in the matter thanyouwhere his goods are, and

where they be disposed,
”
especially those that S ir Rob . Whytyn

ham3 had. Al so the Lord Cromwell had a certainnumber of

plate. Your costs shall be paid out of the first money received .

Hears from Johnde Leawe, one of Lord Willoughby’s executors,
that they will labor to my Lord Beaum ont to advance the ro

cess for recovery of his part of the reward for the taking 0

Duke of A len n. Fendykes, a learned man of the Temple ,
will help wi th is advice. Commend me to my sister your wife .

Castre, 30 Oct.

InWorca ter ’
: band, and endorsed by lzim . A JohnPastonet

JohnBokkyng .

[Durin the winter of r45 5
-6 , we find several al lusions to this claim put for

ward by ast olf to the goods of the late Duke of Bed ford. Unlesswe are to
infe r from the manner inwhich Lord Cromwel l is mentioned that be

dead when this le tter waswr itten, it isprobably of the year
1 The king was at Hert ford, as appearsby the Privy Sea ls, InAugust and

Se
p
tember 145 5 , and not improbably InOctober also.

The Duke of Bedford.

3 S ir Robe rt Whityngham died on the 4th November 45 2 .
—1nq . post

u ar ter», 3xHen VI . , No. 47 .
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A.D . 145 5 , 1 3 NOV.
—W ILLIAM WORCESTER To JOHN

PASTON AND JOHN BOCKING.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.

Onthe n th Novembe r r454, Sir ohnFastolf wrote to Paston about the
of the Duke of Bedford , but e subjec t recurred to his thoughts for

more thana “cm
-
afterwards and par ticular ly InJanuary when all the

other executors of the Duke were dead. This le tter is certainly be fore the
death of Lord Cromwel l, and there fore not later than 145 5 ; but it seems to
indicat e much greater solicitude on the subject thanFastolf shewed In the

T0 z
‘lze ryg/zf worslzypf ull S ir , fi

f
e/mP ersian, and lo my

brat/zy f , fife/inB okkyng .

LEASE it yow to have ynknowlege that y veele
well my maister takyth gretely to hert the
matereswhych he hath wryt to you upponthe
execucion of my Lord of Bedford ys godes,

and in especiall for the recuveryng of hem,
as well of

Sir Andreu O .

I
executors as of Sir Robert Whytyng

ham,&c. to th
’

entent that itmyght be opynly knowe yn
hys lyve tyme that they be not ynhisgouvernaunce no
part of it, and that hys factors after hym shuld not be

troubled ne charged for i t. And seth the seyd mater
ys of so grete wyght and charge, and that he takyth it
so gretely to hert, put tyng hys grettist trust ynyow,

to

remembre thys seyd mater by avyse of hys councell

lerned, both spiri tuell as temporell, that ye wolle not
delay it , but wyth all your entencionremembred there,
as ye by your wysdomsshall thynk it moste expedient,
that som fruyt may grow of it.
There ysynowghwhereofi

'

, and itmyght be recuvered ,
JohnBokkyng, ye know ryght moch yn thys mater,
and mooste of my maister ys entent hereynne. And

therfor, for myne acquytaille, y wryt e to you to shew

1 S ir Andrew Ogard who died on the 1 3 th Octobe r 1454.
- w i ng . [ost.

mor tem , 33 Hen. VI . NO . 2 5 .



354 T H E P A S T O N L ET T E R S . [A.D . 1455 .

the chiefi
'

wrytynges Of the copy of endentures of Sir

RobertWhytyngham,
andofothyrwrytyngesconcernyng

that to Maister Paston, that he may be more rypelyer
grounded ynthe seyd mater whenhe shall comynwyth
my Lordz of Caunterburye, Cromewell, and with onye
of my maister councell. And our Lord kepe you.

My maister carpyth so oft on it dayly, and that
meovyth me to wryte to yow both . Att Castre, xiij.
day Of November. Your,

W . WOR-H .R.
-CESTRE.

A .D. 145 5 , 2 5 Nov.

MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, iii.

St. Andrew
’

s da fe ll on Sunday in 145 5 and 1 560. This let ter must be
writteninone of ese two years, and the probabili tiesare great ly
o f the former, as John Pastonand William Worcester were not on good
t ermsafte r the death of Sir JohnFastol£

T0 my 1 7n wars/l zjbf ull lzusbomle, yim Paston
,
be tlzi:

GHT wurshipfull husbonde, I recomaunde me
unto you. Plesith you to witte that myn
aunt Mondeforthe 1 hath desiryd me to wr ite
to you, besechyng you that ye wol wochesafe

to chevesshe for her at London xxti marke for to be
payed to Mastre Ponyngs, outher onSaterday or Son
day,weche schalbeSeintAndrwesDaye, indischarchyng
of them that be bounden to Mastre Ponyngs of the

s[ei]de xxti marke for the wardeship of her

the weche xxti marke she hath delyvered to me in

golde for you to have at your comyng home, for she

Osbert Moundford, E of Hockwold, married Elimbe th , daugh ter
-
of

30h“
,

Berney , Esq , and by er had Mary , their daughter and sole heir, who
marr ied S Ir “ fi lltam T indale, Knight of the Bath.
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A .D . [145 I I Dec—ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phil lipps, 9735 , No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON.

Thanks him for his pains in the advancement of his charge

able matters.

” Wasnever so much bound to any kinsmanas to

Paston
,
who tenders so much his worship and profit. Sends

Worcestre with important letters to my Lord Privy Seal and the
Abbot of Bermundsey, and would like Paston to commonwith

them. Thanks him for inform ing him of the answer made to

the bill of Wentworth, which I know had stand in great jeo~

pardy had not ye be. Sends his evidences concerning Brad

well , that the Judges and Parliam ent may have be tter considera
tionof his r ight, and of the patentsgranted to Pastonand Howys

in that behal f. Desires credence for William Worcestre .

Castre, 1 1 Dec.

[The date of this le t ter must be be tween th e year 1454, when S ir John
Fastolf sett led at Caist er , and r4s8, he was no t alive inDecember 1459.
The reference to Parliament fixes it more precisely, as r4sswas the only year
during thispe riod inwhich Par liament sa t inDecembe r . )

About A D . 1 45 5 .

RICHARD B INGHAM To S IR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Castlecombe MSS .

, Add. f . 26
,
B .M. ]

le t ter hasbeenprinted by Mr Poulett Set-ope inhis rivatel printed
History of Cast le Combe .

” From evidencescontained in of e family
muniments, Mr Scrope p it to have beenwri ttenabout the year ”55 ,
which Is probably not far ’ the true date. Compare Le tter 299 followmg.

Copie of my f ader Byflglzames lettr e to my f adr e .PI

GHT honorable and reverend maistre, after
due and hertely recomendacion, I thank yow
als hertily as I can that it likith your gode
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maisterschip, of your godnesse, to let to ferme to my
sonScrope the poner enheritance that he schal enherit
after your decesse, ifGod will that be life therto . And

I hafe for my saide soncomonde with my maistres of
your counsell, that is to sey, Paston and other

,
and I

fynde them not straunge , bot right streyte to dele wi th
in the mater ; and therfore my saide sone, and I for
bym , must sue to the well of mercy, that is to say, to

your honurable person, where is special refuge for my
saide son in this cas. My saide son isand hath be,
and will be to hys lifes ende, your true lad and ser

vaunt, and glad and well willed to do that myght be to
your pleaser, wirschip, and profit, and als loth to offend

yow asany person in erth
, gentill and well disposid to

every person. Wherfore I besech your gode grace
that ye will vouchesafe remember the premissez , my
saide sons age, hiswirschipfull birt h, and gr ete misere
for verrey povert, for he hath had no lifiode to life
Opon sithen my lady his moder deed, safe It . marc
of lifiode that ye vouched safe to gife bym this last

yer, and therfore to be his good maister and fader.

And thof he be not worthy to be your son
,
make

bym your almesman, that he may now inhis age life
of your almesse

,
and be your bedeman, and pray for

the prosperite of your noble person. And if I durst,
for your displesance, I wolde besech yow that ye wolde
vouchesafe lat my saide son hafe the saide lifelode
to ferme for terme Of your life , payng to yow therfore

yerely CC . mar c at ij. festes of the yere, that is to say,
Cristemasse and Middesomer, and ye schall be paied
hit truly at London, in H illary terme for the feste
of Cristemasse, and Tr inite terme for the feste of

Midsomer ; and I will be boundenfor hym and [i e.
,
if]

your maisterschip will vouchesafe to take me, and he

and I schall ever pray for yow. And thof the saide
lifelode be better to yow inavaill yerely then I offer

yow therefore, this summe of CC . mar c schal be
truly paid to yow yerely and God , that rewardeth
every gode dede, schal pey for bym the remenant to
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yow,
for every peny an O ,

in relesyng of yow in

Purgatory, or ellysencresyng of your merite inHeven.

And how your maisterschip will that my saide son

schall do in this mater, I besech yow that he may be
certified be your writing.

A.D . 145 5 .

FASTOLF
’
S CLAIMS AGAINST THE CROWN—I .

[From Fenn, iii .

The date of thi
ap

aper is de termined by the last ara

lg
raph shewing that

it was composed teenyearsafter Sir Johnfinal ly e ft tance in 1440 .

B illet d
’
e (lebilzkRw

’

s inpar tibusFrafla
'

cef olzaflm
’

Fastolf
militi (lebztis.

HESE ben the injuries, losses, and damages
that the seyd Fastolf hath had, aswell with
yume this royaume of England as in Othir

part ies inmaner and fourme as it ensewith.

First, it is to consider how
that the seyd Fastolf hath ben
vexed and troubled seth he
came last into this lande by
the myght and power of the

Due of Suffolk, and by the
labour Of hiscounseill and ser
vaunts in divers wyses, as in
grete Oppressions, grevousand
outrageous amerciemantsand

manye grete horri ble extor

cions, as it may appere more
pleynly by a rolle of articles
thereuppon made

,
the dam

ages Of which extendem to the
somme of V. m1. mare.

I tem, the seyd Fastolf hath
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ing the yeft Of the Baronyes

and Lordshipp Of Sillie Guil
lem1 andLasuze, inthe countee
of Mayn, to bym and to his

assignes for ever, the which
weren goten by the seyd Fas
tolf

,
andno charge to the King,

for the value and denombre
ment[number ] of iiij. ml. saluz 2
of yerly rent

,
he was com

maunded by the R ingeslettres
to del iver upp the sayd bar
onyes and lordshipps to the

Kyngs commissioners, pro

myssyng hym,
by the Kyngs

commaundement to have be
recompensed therefor, as the

seyd Fastolf hath to shewe,
and he not recompensed nor
rewarded no thing for the

levyng of his seyd baronyes
and lordship, to the damages
of the seyd Fastolf Of the

somme of

Item,
wher asthe seyd Fas

tolf had a prisonner Of his

owen taking, called Guill
’

m

Remoud,3 which was raun
sonned, and agreed to pay
hym for his raunsonwith the
marks the somme of xxxij. ml.
saluz , the prisonner, withoute

knowelege or licence of the

seyd Fastolf, was take awey

ml. ml. marc.

1 Sir John took the cast le of S illie le
‘

Guillem in 1425 , and from which he
was dignified wi th the ti t le of baron—P
2 The salute was a gold coin of Henry VI . current in France for £r

, 5 5.

English.
—F.

3 In142 3 he took the cast le of Pacy, the governor whereof wasGuil laume
Reymond.

-F.
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from by mby the Due of Bed
ford

, then beyng the Kyngs

Regent of Fraunce 3 and wi th
the seyd prisonner he caused
the towne of Compyn, than
leyng in the Frensh partye ys

gouvernaunce, for to be yeldyn

to the Kyng, and to his seyd
Regent in hisname ; and the

seyd Fastolf, after long pur
sewts made to the Kyng and
his conseil l, was recompensed
but to the value ofml. vj° . saluz
in lands inNormandye, when
they fortuned to falle into the
Kyngs hands, which landshe
hath also lost. And also the

seyd Fastolf hath lost the resi
due Of the seyd raunson

,
be

syde the seyd lands, to the

somme of

Item , the seyd Fastolf ys

yhyt owyng for his porcion

and part for the recompens

and reward that shuld grow
and be dewe to bym for the

takyng of John, callyng hym
Duc of Alauncon, at the bat

ayle of Vernell,
1 which that

payd for hys raunson xl. ml.

marks
,
which rewarde

, besyde

the Lord Wyllughbye ys part,
shuld extend to the somme of

I tem , ys dewe to the seyd
Fastolf

,
by the execucion of

the last wylle and testament
of John, Duc of Bedford, whos
soule God assoyle, for prestys

m . m] . ml. ml. mare.

ml. ml. ml . m‘
. marc.

1 Thisbat t le was fought in In t -" F.
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and othir chargesfor saufgarde
and keping of certeyn forter
esses, castellys, and townes,
and for othir costs, prests, and
charges by bym born in his
service, as it may appiere in

certeyn articles writen in a

rolle partic
’

lerly of the same ,

the somme Of iiijml . DC
. iiij

xx

[4, mare, vs. 6d.

Summa totalisxxjml. iiijxix.

XX
. mare, vs. 6d.

Item, seth the last comyng over Of the seyd Fastolf
into thisroyaume, asby the space of xv. yere and more,
he hath born grete costs, charges, and expenss, at alle
tymes intending uppon the Kyngs highnesse and the

Lordesof hiscounseille, ashe hath had incommaunde
ment, and was his part to doo for the which and for

all the service that he hath doo to the right noble
Prince Kyng Herry the iiijthe , ayle [grandfatber ] to our
Souvragn Lord that now ys, and to the most victorious
Prince and Kyng, his fader, whos soulysGod assoyle,
and also to our seyd Souvereyn Lord, he hath had
nouther fee, wagys, reward, ne recompense in this his
royaume of England, but hath bornit Of hysownpropre
godys, at all tymys to the Kyngs honour and prouffi t as
to his power, which ys to bym right grevouse and

chargeable, trusting to have be considered and re

warded as othir men of suche deservyng have be in
the tymes Of the right noble progenitours of our seyd
Souvreyn Lords, late Kyngs of this seyd reaume.

There Isa corrected draft of the above paper , in
writ ing , amon the Paston MSS. in the B ri tish Museum, on the backof

which are the ollowing additional memoranda

Theesbeen the prestys and sommes Of money that the [sic] S ir
JohnFastolf, knyght, hath lent to oure seid SoveraynLorde that
now is, at his commaundement in his grete necesi tees, at divers
tymeswith in thishis reaume of England

I tem,
the seid Fastolf lent to oure

seid SoveraynLorde, in the moneth of
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Kyng Herry the iiijthC, Kyng Herry vth, asinthe tyme
of our SouvereynLord Kyng that now is, inhyswerrys
by yend the see, as by the articles that folowenmore
pleynly apperyth

First, it ysto be remembred
that to the sayd Fastolf ys
owyng for divers costys and

chargis by bym born for the
tyme that he occupied th

’
o

office of the Constabulrye of

Burdeux for the saufgarde of

the KyngysDuchie of Guyen,
as it apperith pleynlye by
accompt made of the sayd
office of Constabulrye, remayn

yng in the Kyngs Cheker at

Westminster of record, wherof
he yet nouther had payement
nor assignement of, the somme

of

I tem, in like wyse there yS
owyng to the seyd Fastolf for
wagys for hys service don to
the Kyng, and to the Due of

Clarence, beyng the Kyng ys
Lieutenant inthe seyd Duchie
of Guyen, as it may appere
under suflisaunt wri ting, the
somme of

I tem,
inlyke wyse ysowyng

to the seyd Fastolf for costys
and chargys that he bare when
hewasLieutenant of the towne
of Harflew l inNormandie, as
yt shewith by a debentur made
to the seyd Fastolf, with bym
remaynyng, Cxxxi ijlz

’

. VJs. viijd.

1 Sir JohnFastolf wasLieutenant of Harfleur in 1415l—F.
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I tem,
inlyke wyse ysowyng

to the seyd Fastolf for the kep
ing and vytaylyng of the Bas

tyle of SaintAnthoyne inParis,
as it apperith by wr iting sufii
saunt and by the creditours of

Sir John Tyrell, Knyght, late
Tresourier of the Kyngshouse,
remaynyng in the Escheker of

Westm inster of record, the

somme of

I tem , there ys owyng to the
seyd Fastolf for the saufgarde
of the toune ofFountMelank1

in the parties of Fraunce, as
it apperith by accompt therof
made in the KyngsEscheker

of England of record , the

somme of

Summa x11] . marc ixs. Q.

And insemblablewyse, over
all this ys owyng to the seyd
Fastolf

'

for prests and wagys

of hym and hisretenuesbeyng
inthe K ingsservice inhis roy
aume of Fraunce and duchie

of Normandie, aswel abowte
the saufgarde and gouvem

annoe of his tounys, castell,
and forteresses of Alaunson,
Fresney Le Vicounte, Vernell,
Honnefiete, as for othir grete
causys and charges born and

payd in the Kyng our Souve

reynLord ysdayesthat nowys,
for the avauncement of his

conquest, the good and utilite
of bym, of his seyd royaume

1 Font Meulent was taken in 14 2 2.
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and duchie forseid, as it ap

peryth Oppenly by accomptys
made in the Chambre of Ac

compts of Paris and Room,
wherof the vidimus remaynen
with the seyd Fastolf, and also
by certeyn debentur conteyn

yng the seyd sommes, redy
to shewe, wherof the seyd Fas
tolf hiderto hath had nouther
payement nor assignacion, the
somme of v. ml. iiij

x" marc,
xiijs. iija

'

. ob. sterling.

Summa totalis vj. ml. cxxv. marc, ixs. 06. Q.

There are two drafts of the precedingstatement among the PastonMSS .

inthe BritishMuseum, besidesanimpe ect draft hereafter mentioned. These

appear to have beendrawnup asw ii
as the year 145 2 . One of these is in

Wi l liam Worcester
’
s handwr i e other is a fair copy from it, with

further corrections, inhishand. he document printed above em

the corrections in the second paper, and correspondswith it almost exactly in
every point, except that the latter placesthe second item relatin to the Duke

of

gl
are“ ? at the very end of the account, and contains the to lowing addi

t io entri es

And beside all this, there isyet owyng
to the sayd Fastolf uppon the voyage
that Thomas Danyell made into Bre

tayn, as it isOpenlyknowen, the somme

o f

Item, overe thisthe seydFastolf lent
to the voyage that S ir ThomasKyryell
made into Normandye, in the xxviij.
yere of the regne of the Kyn our

Souverain Lorde, the somme 0 CC.

marc also lent to the Kyng afore that
tyme inhisnecessite the somme of Clz

'

.

The somme of both, c . xxxiijli . vjs.

And also the seyd Fastolf hath borne

grete charge and cost of alone made for

the spede and helpe of the voyage
whiche the Erle of Shrowysbury l now

last made into the Kynges duchie of

1
.

ohnTalbot , first Ear l , sent to France in1452 to recover Guienne for the
Eng ish ; ki l led the followmg yw inendeavouring to re lieve Castil lon.
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NOTE.

Many of the letters in this collection, saysFenn(iii .
Note I ), mention the disputes between the Duke of Suffolk

and S ir John Fastolf concerning di fferent manors and estates.

This remark is made with reference to the complaints against

Sufi
'

olk in NO. 263 preceding. Only two Of these letters have
beenseenby the present editor .

ABSTRACT .

[From MS . Phillipps 9735, No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON .

Sendsby hisservant an instructionto be engrossed, corrected
by Pastonsadvice, and a remembrance concerning Walsingham .

which I hope by your help “
shall be corryged .

”
Certainfriends

Of yours and mine have beenhere, and desire me to write to you
“ for your fri endship and good will , passing all other men

’
s.
”

[The date of this letter is quite uncertain, but it was probably writtensome
t ime durin those later years of his life when S ir JohnFastolf resided at

Caiste r .

’

.l
‘

e signature , like some o thers during that period, is not in
Fastolf 'sownhand ]

A .D. 1456, 6 Jan—BOTONER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii. 2

By the reference to the Duke of B edford
’

swil l ashaving beenindispute
for twenty years, it would appear that this let te r waswr it ten inthe beginning
of the year 1456. Bedford di ed at Rouenonthe 14th September 1435.

To my maz
'

sler
, 7 05 71 Parfai t .

LEASE your maistershyp to wete that I had

sent yow word of the god chiere that the
persons ye wote 06 had here uppon New
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Yeer Day, and how well they toke it, but W. Barker
coude playnly enforme yow. And John Sadler of

Ocle told me how they avaunted of it when he Of

Lynne came by bym at nyzt lyeng, that he had neider
bette

'

r chier, &c.

My maister demaundyth me sondry tymeswhenye
shall be here. I coude not sey till thysday be passed.

William Geney shall be here to mom , so wold Jesus

ye were her then. I asked licence to ryde yn to my
contree, and mymaistr dyd not graunt it ; he seyd hys
wil le was for to make, &c. Y aunsuerd, it fyt not me
to know it. God gefe bym grace Of holsom councell,
and of a gode disposicion nonest opus um

’

us did
,
me

um
'

us sefi z
’

mcmw.

My Lord Bedford wylle wasmade yn so bryefi
'

and

generall termys, that yn to thys day by the space of

xx. yeer canneider hafe ende, but all wey new to con

strew and oppynable ; so a generallte shall ne may be
so gode as a particuler declaracion.

I wryte blontly. I had foryete to hafe told yow
Maister Fylongley meoved me to enforme my maister
to hafe a generalle pease, SO it myz t be worshypfull.
Y hafe seyd no word, for I can not medle yn hygh

maters that passyth my wyt and therfor yfi
'

ye and

W. Geney mete to gheders, ye know and candevyne

best what ys to be doon. Our Lord be with yow.

W. BOTONER, H R.

268 .

A .D. 1456 (P). - BOTONER TO JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]
From the desire expressed by the writer in this letter to visit his own

country, we may refer It to the same period as the last .

Please yow to wete that my maister l yri allwyse wi lle that I
ryde to Dedham to speke with Broke aswell aswyth the stuard,

1 Sir JohnFastolf.
2 B
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and to gefe aunsuer to Broke ynwhate wyse he wille depart for

the reuersyn he was ryd or I came home . And my maister wille

comyn with yow for the moyens of a chauntuarye to be founded

of the place ye wote Ofi
'

; y s

g
d bym such chargeable maters

wold be doo be tyme to know e certeyntee. And a greter lak

ysynbym , he taryeth so long to put all thynges Of charge yna

sure wey byt ys for lake Of sad councell to moove bym . And I
most be at Castre by Thursday next ; and I ray yow let me not

be lete of my voyage ynto my contree , and i
)

shall kepe Yorkes

shyre with Spyrlyng , or such as shall ryde. The parson
1 with

yow shall do well sort my maister evidences, and that ysone the
grettist thyng nedefii l l for the seurt ee of hysnelode ; and so it

wold be remembred hym , fornow all thyng yssett at appoynt, how
it standyth with hysdebtysand Off icers, except thatmater ofgrett ist

charge, and also to provyde for the approwement of hyslyfelode .

W. BOTONER.

And, syr, yfi
’

ye thynke to done (Minkit to be done), to meofe
Cler of the acre loud, but gefe bym no credence yn the con

trarye, for I shall prefi
'

e it trewe yn my seyng for onye man

He that Wille dysseyve hys servaunt ynmaryage for so

he wold d isseyve another frende yna gr etter thyng.

occasyons and quereli to colour hysbrekyng OR.

269 .

About A .D . I 456.
—BOTONER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS E.M. ]
There isno address to this le t ter , but it seems to have been intended for
JohnPaston. The exact time wheni t waswritt en isuncertain, but we have
placed it after the last on account of the reference to Dedham. The true
da te m uot be many yea rs be fore or after r456.

Please yow to wete that as for ease of my maisters
” tenaunts

inDedham, yfl
'

a lettre were devysed by Maister Geney ynmy
maister name or youres to ThomasHygham, one of the justices Of
pease in Suffolk that toke the veredyt, he myzt do grete ease, as

yn disavowyng Of it or yn wythdrawyng it owte of the bokes.

Robert Dene, clerk of the pese, seyth that lete my maister coun
cell avise that whych he may do undammaged hymsylf, and he
will e with all hyshert. John Bokkyng yswell remembred that
my maister caused the seyd ThomasHygham,

by Maister Geney
mocion, to be one of the justice Of pease, and one Jermynof

Sufi
'

olkalso. Whych both Hygham and Jermynhath sufi
'

red my
maister hafe, savyng your reverence, tweynshrewde tornys seth
that t

ll
i

aefy
letted, as now the seyd ThomasHygham

myzt e letted the presentment or a moderated othyrwyse, &c.

1 Sir ThomasHowes. 3 Sir JohnFastolf:
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preceding No. , but with some slight differences in the wording,
and dated 25 th January instead of 20th.

07: tile back iswr itten Cousin Paston, I pray you take

N icholas Molyneux, ThomasWest, or Robe rt “faryn, wheth e r

ye may hafe at leyser, wi th you, to go speke with the gentle

woman.

A .D . 1 456, 26 Jan.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON AND OTHERS.

[The original of this let te r is the prope rty ofW. A. Tyssen
Amhurst, Esq . of D idlingt onPark, Brandon]

As this letter waswrit ten durin Sir John Fastolf ’s residence at Caiste r ,
and Par liament appears to have en si t ting at the time , the date must be

1 436

T0 my r zg/zt tr usty f randes, j o/mP aston, N ickolas
Molyneux ,

and Wwflzas West
,
E S671z

'

ers.

ORCHIPFULL S irs, and my right trusty
frendis

, I commaunde me to you. And lyke

you to wite that I desire to knowe in certayn,
or evere I laboured to London, by whate

menysinthe lawe spirituell or temporell I might labour ,
or ellys my frendes and atturneys inmy name and in

myne absence myght laboure best, for the recuvere Of
the goodes of my Lord Of Bedford, whos soule God

assoyle, and that his purchaced londesm ight be sold
to fulfille his wille and pay his debtes. And if it were
thought that the most spedyest and seurest wey were
to have it doon by act of Par lement, than I desire and
pray you, asmy singuler trust is in you, that ye wille
do make a substanciall bille inmyname uponthe said
mater and for the said cause, to be grounded and
devised by avis Of substanciall lerned man, asThomas
Yonge and othir suche, and of civille lawe, and the
said bille to be put up to the Ky ng, whiche is chief
supervisor ofmysaidLordistestament,and to theLordes
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Spirituelle and Temporelle, as to the Comyns, of this

present Par lement, so as the iij. astates may graunte
and passe hem cleerly. And the said bil le may be
grounded with so grete resons by your wysdomes and
good enformacion, and so rightfull and of conscience
that it shall not be denyed , ne letted to passe amonges
the LordesSpirituell and Temporell, neythir amonges

the Comyns, whan it comyth before hem. And if this
said bille, after it is devised and made, and sent me a
c0pie of hit, hit shold be to me a singuler confort
for or evere I came to London, I wold that alle thing
shuld be made redy to my hande. And it were exspe
dient and according that my Lord Chauncell er 1 were
meoved that it might please hisgood Lordship to write
a lettre to me

,
incase Imust come up for the said cause,

and that by asmuche he is in the mater as souverain
juge and ordinarie principalle under the Pope in a
cause testamentarie, and also by cause the wille Of my
said Lord is aproved inhis court before hispredeces
sour . And Alle myghty God kepe you.

Writ at Castre, the xxvj. day Of Januar.
Your,

J . FASTOLF.

And I wolde thisbille were devised by my Lord of

Caunterbury isavisand agreement, to th
’

entent that he
may tender the mater the more whan it shalle come in
revolucion before bym . And I pray you hertely to

take thismater tendirlye to hert, for it shall be to me

mymost singuler comfort, and for my discharge a grete
record as Of myne acquitayle to my said Lordis soule.

Also ye must make frendes of suche asbe nere aboute
my said Lord of Caunterbury, and may do, asMaister
JohnStokysand hisstyward, for to remembre hisgood
Lordship as Ofte asnede is. And that Davy Breknok
ne Sir Robert Whitingham wyffe be not foryeete.

1 Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury.
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27 3 .

A .D. 1 456, 2 7 Jan.

WILLIAM WORCESTER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

This letter must have beenwrittenthe day af ter the last, as thisalso 5

of a bi l l be ing presented to Par liament for recovery of the Duke Of Be ord
'

s

goods. The passage inwhich the writer proposes visit ing the west count ry
confirms the date of Let ter 267 .

ToMe worsfiypf ul l S tr , f ofifz Paston, Escuz
’

er .

ORSHYPFULL,
aftyr dew recomendacion,

please your gode maistershyp to wete that
where as my maister wrytith to yow so

homelye of so manye materes to yow of hys,
to be remembred unto hys councell lerned by mene
of yow and Of hys frendz and servauntz there, y pray

yow and requyre yow not to wyte [impale] it me that
y am the causer of it that my seyd maister noyeth yow
with so manye materes, for, be God, bym sylf remem

bryth the moste part of hem ; albe it the particler
rehersell Of themateresbe fressher ynmyremembraunce

then yn hys. And, Sir, yn trouth he boldyth bym to

wryte to yow for the grete lofe and singler afi eccionhe
hath ynyow before

'

all othyr yn hys causes spedyng,
and that ye wille moste tendyrlye of ony othyr remem
bre hysservauntesaswell asothyrsto whom belongyth
to spede the materes. He desyryth my Lord Chaun
cellor shuld wryte to bym special lye yfi

”

he most nedes
com upp, and a bille to be made yn to Parlement for
recuvere of my Lord Bedford godes.

Sir, there ys one Haryngton Of Doncastre, a besye
soule, that damagyth mymaistre to gretely inBentley.

And Herry Sotehille yS Of mymaister councell, but no
thyng that ys profytable ys don to bym to remedye it,
ye shall see by one Sir JohnVincentes letter sent to

yow now,
and W. Barker can enforme yow. Yn the

ende of thys terme y suppose to be at London, and
yn to west contre. My maistre wryt ith to yow for a
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such places as a man myght have moste spedye pay
ment ; and I pray yow hertlye to comyn wyth the

seyd Fenne, that y myght be ensured Of the seyd
tayll e to be eschaunged and for whate rewarde com

petant to be yevenuppon the same, I wolle agree i t.
I tem, I desyre to know who ben the residew, the

remenant of the co-executorsOf the LordWyllughbye,1
now the Lord Cromewell 2 ysdecesed ; for thys cause .

Hyt wasso, that there was dew to the Lord Wyllugh
bye and to me x. mL marc for a reward, to
be payd of my Lord Bedford ys godes, for the takyng
Of the Duc Of Allauncon.

3 And the seyd LordWyllugh
bye had but one thowsand marc payd, and I mL [1 000]
mrc, soo viij. mL [8000] levyth [r emains] yhyt to pay ;
of whych somme iiij. mL [4000] most grow to the

executors Of the seyd Lord Wyllughby to dispose .

And therfor y desyre that the executors, and such
asmost have intrest in the Lord Wyllughby goodes,
may be comyned wyth that they may [make] pur
scute for payment Of the seyd iiij. m1 [4000] mare,
for hys par t to be had, and y shall make for my par t.
And if] Maister Nevyle,

4 the whych hath
wedded my LadyWyllughbye, have power or intrest
to resseyve the Lord Wyllughby ys debts, thenhe to
be labured untoo. And my Lord of Salysburye woll
be a grete helper yn thys cause.

The Kyng, whych ys Supervisor of my Lord Bed
ford testament, hath wretenand comaunded by sondry
lettres, that the seyd Lord Wyllughbye shuld be con

tent for hys part. And so moch the mater ys the
fur therer.
And ther ys one Yon

’

, a servaunt Of the Lord Wyl
lughbye, whych pursewed thysmater ; yfi

'

he were yn
London, he coude geve gode enformacionuppon thys
mater.

1 Robert , Lord “ri llou
gl
hby of E

3 Ralph Lord Cromwe
3 Duke of A lencon. takenprisoner at the battle ofVerneuil In1424.
4 I1 ThomasNevi l l , a younger sonof Richard, Ear l of Salisbury, marri ed
Maud , the widow Of Robert, Lo rd Wi lloughby .

—Dugdale, u. 86.
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Y pray yow wryte to me how mymaters doth, and
Of such noveltees as ye have there. And our Lord
have yow ynhyskepyng.

Wreten at Gastr hastlye, v. day of Feveryer, anno
xxxiiijt° RegisHenrici VI .

Your cosyn, J . FASTOLF.

27 5 .

A.D . 1 456, 9 Feb.

JOHN BOOKING To SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No.

To tbc r ig/it r evermt cma
’
worsbtpfizl S ir , and my r igbt

goo/Zmaister , my maister S if j obfzFastolf,at Castre.

ICHT reverent and my right worshipful maistei ,
I recomaunde me to yow inmy right humble
wise. Please hit your right good maistership
to wyte that onSonday laste I sent yowmany

and divers lettres and writynges, by Lampet, Of all

matiers that I badde knowlege at that tyme redy to
answere . And now suche tidinges as ar here

,
but

fewe that ar straunge, excepte that this day my Lordes
York and Warwik comen to the Parlement ina good
.aray

, to the noumbre of iij° [300] men
,
all jakkid l

and in brigantiens,
2
and noo lord elles, wherof many

men mervailed. I t was seid on Saterday my Lord
shuld have bendischarged this same day. And this
day was seide, but if he badde come stronge, he shuld
have bene distrussid ; and no manknoweth or cansey
that ony prefe may be badde by whom,

for menthinken

verily there is no man able to take ony suche enter

pr mse.

The Kyng, as it was tolde me by a gr ete man, wolde
have bym chief and princepall counceller, and $ 00 to

be called hise chef counceller and lieutenant as longe
as hit shuld lyke the Kyng ; and hise patent to be

1 t . e. , incoats of maiL—S ee p. 29 1 , Note 2 .
3 S ee p. 134, Note 2.
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made in that forme, and not 500 large as it is by
Parlement. But soome men thinken it wil ner can

otherwise bee ; and men speke and devyne moche
matere of the comyng thisday insuche array to West
m inster. And the Lordes Speken this day in the

Parlement of a greet gleymyng sterre that but late
hathe be seendiverse tymes, merveilous inapperyng.

The resumpsion, men truste
,
shall forthe, and my

Lordes of Yorkes first power of protectorship stande,
and ellesnot, 810. The Quene isa grete and stronge
labourid woman

,
for she spareth noo peyne to sue hire

thinges to an intent and conclusion to hir power.
I have se id to the bringer here of more to declare

yow alle a longe. And as for hise comyng, ye like to

understande that your nevew,
my Maister Filongley,

bathe laboured and doon that he cowde or myght to

hise preferraunce ; but as for to make bym fremanand

at hise ease, to hise profite and worship, it cannot bee
with owte William Lyne be here, that boughte hise

prentishode Of his maister, to hise grete hurte and

castyng of bakke by ij. or iij. yere Of tyme loste ; and
ne were it that themaister and wardeynsof the Taillours
tendre hym, be cause Of yow and of Fynynglee , hise
firste maister, that solde hym toWilliam Lyne, asweel
as the seide Lyne and Richard, shuld alle lese ther
fredoms, as ye Shall more pleinly understande by the
reporte of the seid Richard, &c.

Thisday was my Lord Devenshire atWestminstre,
and shuld have apperid, but he was countermaundid.

As to youre matier Of Wentworthe, the trety con~

tynueth, and is putte by the arbitrours in Fortescu
and Yelverton, and we have day Of newe til Friday
come sevenyght . God graunte i t take a good ende.

The lawe iswith us clerly, as weel in th
’
atteynte as

therinne as yette, blessid be
'

our Lord, hoo have you
inhise most noble govemaunce.

Writteninyour place thisMoneday OfFastyngange,
I

ml cccclv . Your humble servaunt, J . B .

1 Fast ingong was Shrove t ide.
—S ee p. 1 10 , Note 1 .
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inwas crafti labour and cloos to the seid spede, and
laked no dylygence, for the matter was defused and

dubble intendementz after dyverse mennysappynyons.

Her isWilliem Brandon, late Eschetour ,l and wold
have a nonmoler fana'o 2 for Fulthorp and be cause ye
spake to me that no mo shuld be sued owte, and I

can gete no lybarate
3 in that case, therfore, as it is

tolde me, he wyll have oon up onWenteworth is

patente, and that wer to my maister bothe velleny
and hurte. I pray you send me beryu your avyse .

I t isno grete maistre to gader up that mony, if it wer
wele labord. I have somwhat afi'rayed them, andmade
hem spend mony, as I wot well ye shall her therof.
Ye and I beend ischarged of our maynprys.

Now, Sir, for Goddis sake, as I have meved you a
fore, help to sett e my maister ina worchepful dyreccion
Of hismaters to his honour, hisprofyte, and hishertis
ease, that which so doon he shall have the bett er
ieysour to dysspose bym self godly, and be sette his
londs and his goodys to the plesour of God, and the

wele Of hissowle, that all menmay sey he deyeth a wyse
man and a worchepfull. Yf ye wyste what worchep
shuld growe to you in favour and conseyte Of all men

thus to do, I wot well ye wolde be right spedy therin,
for I beleve fully ye ar ryght well wylled therto and

if owte I cowde helpe therto at mynnexte comyng, yf
I knew your entent, I wold do that I cowde. Yf it

l ike you to wryte your avyse ina bylle that I myght
have i t by Good Fryday at Seint Benettys, Williem
Norwyche wol send i t theder . The Holy Trinyte
conserve you in honour and prosperite.

From London, the furst day Of Marche.

HUGH A FENNE
1 AnEscha tor wasa coun Omcer who cert ified into the Exchequer the

King
’
s escheats, ti e lands w ch fel l to the King, e ither for a time or

a l toge ther , as by the death of tenants in caf z
'

te , minor ity of heirs, &c.
Wi l l iam Brandonwas Escheator of Norfo lkand Suffolk from 13 th November
33 Hen. VI . w

eir
d] November 34 l i en. VI . , i a. , from 1454 to r 5 5.

3 A writ
cc

v

i
vhi

_

lies for him who ismolest ed contrary to theking'

sprotec
tion t
3 wr it of bber ate

'

is a warrant ei ther for the payment of annual pensions,
&c. granted under the Gm t Sea l , or for delivery of possession of cer tain
lands or goods in the custody Of a sher ifil
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27 8 .

A .D. 1 456 [24 March

JAMES GRESHAM TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.

As this letter re lates to money mat ters of Fenn and Sir JohnFastolf, it
may most probably be referred to the same year asNos. 2 74 and 2 7 7 .

To my r zgfiz
‘
wombipf ull Mazsler

, 7 05 7: Paston.

FTER due recomendacionhad, please it your
maistership to wyt te that William Yelverton
wasmevid by me to comene with mymaister
his fadir, as I wrot to yow from Norwich.

And now he tellith me that he hath comened with his
fadir ; and he undirstondith that his fadir seyth that
he hath not knowelaged Fennes

1
obligacion. And

he scyth that Maister Fastolf undirstood that Fen
hadde title . to the maner of Haryngby, and therfor

wold he that Fen shuld have it after Maister F.

lyve and, by liklynes, ther shall be labour made by
Fenn to have t eleses Of Maister Yelverton, &c.

, but
he hath not yet relesed. He canno more undirstond

of bym as yet . If he can undirstond ony more

pleynly this day, I shall have knowelage at Norwich
onFriday or Saterday next comyng. Please it you to
have pacience, though I write so brefly.

Inhast, at Walsyngham ,
the Wednesseday next to

fore Esterne .

Youre pouere servaunt, JAMES GR.

27 9 .

A .D . 1456, 2 7 March .

ARCHBISHOP BOURCHIER '

ro SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, i .

The date of this let ter wi l l appear to lerably certainona com arisonwith
No. 2 7 2. In that le tter Fastolf talks of com ing up to London, necessary,

1 Hugh Fenn—S ee No. 2 7 7 .



382 T H E P A S T O N L E T T E R S . [A. D. 1456 .

about the matter of my Lord of Bedford
’

s goods. but expressesa wish that if
he is to come, my Lo rd Chance llor—viz . , the Archbishop of Canterbury
should be got to write him a le t ter about it.

T0Me ”garwars/z{pfi/Zl , and my r zg/zt e/zlz
'

erbzwelbeloved
S ir yofinFar

-
tog}; Kmlgbf.

GHT worshipful , and my right entierly wel
beloved , I grete you right hertly wele,
thanking you specialy, and in full herty wise,
for the verray geantle goodnesse that ye have

shewid unto me at al l tymes, praying you of good
contynuance.

And as touching suche matiersasye sente unto me
fore, I truste to God verraly, insomuche as the rule

is amendid beer, and the wedder waxeth seesonable
and pleasante, to see you in thise par tieswi thin Short
ryme, at whiche tyme I shal commune and demeene

unto you in suche wise, that ye shal be right wele

pleasid.

And as for the matier concernyng my Lord Of Bed

ford, thinke th nat contrarye, but that ye shal nade me
hertly welwillid to doo that I canor may for th

’

accom

plesshment Of youre desire, aswel in that matier as in
o ther, l ike as your servaunte John Bokking, berer

hereof, can clierlier reporte unto you onmy behalve ;
t o whom like hit you to yeve feith and credence in
this partie. And the blissid Trinitee have you ever
lastingly inHiskeping.

Written inmy Manoir Of Lamehith, the xxvj. daie
o f Mar ch.

Your feithfull and trew, TH. CANT.

280.

A.D. 1456, 30 March.

DAME ALICE OGARD TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, ii i.

This letter would appear to have beenwrittenin the 1456, asThomas
Fai rclowe , D .D . , was presented to the church of A eborough on the 2d
August in that y ear by Dame A lice Ogard aspatron.
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28 1.

A.D. 1 456, 8 May.

JOHN BOCKYNG TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]
The date Of this letter is qui te cert ain, not only from the circumstance of

the sth May be ing aWednesday i n1456, as ment ioned in the beginning , but

also from AscensionDay fal ling be tween that and the 8th, the day onwhich

this letter waswr it ten.

my wors/zsul maister , j ofifz P aston, Sguz
'

er .

IRE, please it your maistership to wyte that on
Wednesday, the v. day of Maij , I received a
lettre from you by the prestis manOf Wal

syngham,
and the Ascencion Day,

1 in the

mornyng, I received a lettre from yow bi the bandesOf
JohnFrays, mymaisterisman, inwhiche bothe moche
thinge is conteyned whiche alle at this tyme I maynot
answere un to my comyng the nexte weke. And as to

our atteynte,
2 the Chief Justice bathe, sithe thisday

sevenyght, kept the Gildehall e in Londonwith alle the
Lordesand Juges, sauf one ineche place . MyMaister
Markham yesterday rode owte of London be tymes.

Notwithstandyng we called ther upon, and badde at
the barre Chokke,3 Le telton,4 Jenney,5 I llyngworth,

6

John Jenney, and Dyne, and remembrid the longe
hangyng and the trouthe Of the matier, with the grete
hurte of the partie in the tyme ; and we have rule the
next terme betymes, and non otherwise, for to morwe
the juges sittenayen in the toune. Mayster

'Yelver

ton can not be myry forWyrmegey, and as for the

d istresse, it isa non omz
’

z
‘

iar , and therfore Poley may
and wil retorne what isseushe will. If thei be smale,
we shall suffre at this time if thei be grete, we must
1 AscensionDay was the 6th May in 1456.

S ee Nos. 22 3, 224 ,&c.
3 Richard Choke, Serj eant-at-law, afterwardsJudge of the CommonP leas.
4 Thomas Ly t te l ton, the great lawy er , at this time King

’
s Serjeant , after

wards udge of the CommonP leas, famous for his treatise on
’

l enures.
"

5 W1 liam
J
enney .

0Richard llingworth, afterwardsChief BaronOf the Exchequer .
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appere for Wyngfelde and moche labour we have to

conceyve a goode warant Of attorney. We shal plede .

the next terme, for as at this tyme we wold on Mon

day enparle and we may.

Ye must suerly entrete the shireve, for we have
moche to doo with bym,

as yesterday hadde we a grete
day also in th

’
eschequer. Myn maister

1 is moche
bounde to Haltofte, and there we ar assigned day over
to the next terme, and dwelle in law. Our counsail

was longe or the i come, but at the laste the i acquitte
them weel. The bil le was thought not by all that
stode at the barre that wer of nother partie. We ar

joyned in the sute of the obligacion in the Comon
Place ayenst Jenney and Howes. As for attachement,
ye may none have wi thowte ye or on of yow

‘

make

your othe in propre persone before the barons. I
wolde have doon it ; I cowde not be amyt ted. And

as for other processe, it is advised that by the cors of

th
’

eschequer I shall take a wm
’

r e facials ayenst Went
worthe, Andrews, longe Barnard, and

‘

Deyvill ad

rapandma
’
um quar t inpassambncm, é

sa z
'

ngrarsz
'

ruut.

Andwemust telle where other Coughawe or Kirkeley, I
suppose ; and therupon a ' distresse and an attache
ment nevertheles by your othe, &c.

,
hereafter. And

it is thought good that the same men shal be in the

writte of ravyshment . Jenney hath advised us to ley
it in Blithinge hundred, and I have taken Of bym

names; for as for London it is to nyghe enbracerye ,
as ye thought well, and 800 is Middlesex. Maister
Yelverton conceyvith it ,weel to your entent. There

are aboughte and inSuffolk but fewe menas of gentil
men and men Of substance, but if [unless] it be in
Blithing hundre, were Hopton is grete but Jenney
dredeth it not we may have good menat large ; and
as for the hundre , he wil doo inow thereinne.

As for the tailes of iiijxxlz
'

. [fi ur scor e pounds], as
yette we shal doo weel inowghe and thei were con

tentid ; or thei that shal have the silvere, the noyse

1 Sir JohnFastolf.
2 c
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were the lesse, for it shall, in pledyng, alwey be

rehersid by our contrarie par ty that for x. marc we
have alle that evere ther is, &c. I cannot here how
Wentworthe takith thismatier by no meane ; what he
meneth I wote not. He isno thing pleasid with the
matier of the bille in th

’
eschequer. Thomas Denys

come yesterday, and none erste. I wolde Arblaster
and he spoke with yow this vacacion. I write noo
more til my comyng.

As for tidinges, noon othere thanne I sent yow
laste ; but forthe on the same, all 13 as it waswith the
Quene,1 the Prince and myn Lord York ar stille at
Tutbury and Sandale, and my Lord ofWarrewickat
Warrewi ck. My Lord Bukingham rode onAscencion
Even toWritell

,
noo thing wel plesid, and sumwhat on

easid Of herte to his purpose ; for the King bathe ley
in London Friday, Saterday, Sonday, Monday, Teus
day, and Wednesday remevid to Westminster agen.

Inalle whiche tyme, menof London that wer chargid
and sworne wolde not nor hadde noo thing present id
sauf trespas; this day thei shal sitte ayen. The peas
is weel kepte, but the straungiers

2
ar soore a dradde,

and dar not come onbrode . Here is alle that I knowe
asyet. Our Lord Jesu be wit h yow.

Writenat Suthwerk the viij. day Of Man.

I have pai ed to Dory Ca , and with moche peyne
made bym to ghete day of the other ‘O: . t il the

nexterme. Your owen J . B.

Endorsed m a seventeenth century hand .
—L’

ra Job'isBokking, Attorn. in
Communi Banco.

282 .

A. D . 1456, 1 5 May.

JOHN B c rNo TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.

Whi tsuneve , the day onwhich this le t ter isdated , fe ll onthe 1 5 th May in

l A ful l stop after “
Queue

"
would improve the ar of thissentence,

bur the origina l 15 entire ly without unctuation. e writer evident] meant

that the

9
ueenand Prince were at utbury and the Duke ofYorkat anda le.

2 '

l he oretga merchants. A riot took place about this t ime inLondon, in
which the houses of fore ignerswere attacked.

-S ee Fabyan’

s Chronicle "

also Brown’

5
‘ ‘VenetianCalendar , " i . 8 1 , 84.
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have suspected. Henry VI. never went to Scot land in manner of war, and
the Ear l ofWi ltshire never wasmade Chance l lor. But the time when those
rumours seem most like ly to have arisenwas in the ear 1 56, when the
Duke of Yorkhad beendeprived of the Protectorate . T e Earl of Wil tshire ,
be ing of the opposite par to York, wasnot unlike ly to have beentalked of as
Chance llor, although the hancellorshipwasgivenonthe 7 th of March to the

Archbishop of Cante rbury. As to the rumour ed expedit ionagainst Scotland,
we know that inthe preceding year ames II . , indefiance of the truce , laid
siege to Berwick, whi ch offered a gal t resistance (N icolas

’

s Privy Council
Proceedings, vi. This, however , does not appear immediate ly to have
led to openwar be tween the two countr ies. Di loma tic relationswere stil l
carried onti ll , on the ro th of May 1 156, James I. despatched LyonHerald
to the King of Eng land to dec lar e plainly that the Truce of 145 was injurious
to Scotland , and that he d1d not mean to abide by it th MS. 2 1 1 ,
f. 146 b) . No reply wasmade to thismessage ti l l the 26th of Jul whenan

answer was despatched by the Duke of Yorkinthe King
’
5 name see Rymer

xi. but there canbe lit t le doubt the desire to punish the insolence of

the Scotsmust have beenvery general long be fore.

FTER humble and due recommendacion,
please it your gode maistership to under

stand that atte makyng of thismy pour letter
ther were no novelteeswith us, but suche as

yee understode hi ll well afor your departyng, except
the Kyng woll in to Scotland in all maner wyse of

werre, and that my Lord Of Weltshire shal be made
Chaunceller. I suppose the better isbut a sclaunder,
and therfore be ye avised howe ye delyver theym as

tidynges.

Also I wotte full well where I lefte you in suche
me tiersas it pleassed you to make me of your counsell,
as touchyng oon ma tier specially ; and howe that ye
said unto me whenne I desired your goode maister
ship to shewe favour in suche as ye best myght yf
any thing shuld be shewed ad lumen, my Maister F.

xcept ; and howe that ye answered and said as it

pleassed you that I was conquered , in trouth,
'

that

shuld preve but a full grete unstabulnes inme with
more, &c. But, Sir, I pray you howe some ever my
maister rekeneth with any Of his servaunts, bring not
the matier in revolutionin the OpenCourte, for and it
were ones Opened afore the Juges howe that any lettre
patentes shuld be purchased Of anante date,1 and the

defaute faunde inme
, ye wold be aml [tfiousofm

’

tymes

1 A law was passed in the e ighteenth year of Henry VI . to
.
p11t a stop to

the abuse of pe rsons having Interest about the Court procur ing antedated
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avised, andmyMaisterF. both, or that ye wold amend
me soo much as I shuld be appered therbe. And

therfor I beseche you be well avised howe that matier
be Oponed for mynease.
I wasnot desired to write unto you of no onpersone,

so God be my help, yourself except ; but I wold ye
wold take avise and counsell of the Preest that badde
you 800 long under hand onShorthursday,

l whenne I
and my feleship, God thank you, hadde Of you right
grete chere to our grete comfort and your grete coste,
howe that the same Preest understandeth this letter
of the Gospell underwriten:

“ Jesusdixit Simoni Petro,
Si peccav[er]it inte frater tuns, vade et corripe eum inter
te et ipsum solum ; si te audierit lucratus es fratrem

tuum. Si autem te nonaudierit, adhibe tecum adhuc

unum vel duos, ut in ore duorum vel trium testium stet
omne verbum. Quod sinonaudierit, dic ecclesiae ; Si
autem ecclesiam nonaudierit, sit tibi sicut ethnicus cl

publicanus,
”
etc. And inanother place, Tunc acce

densPetrus ad Jesum d ixit
,
Domine, quotiens petevit

[peooobzt] in me frater meus, [et] dimittam ei ? usque
septies? D icit il li Jesus, Nondico tibi, usque septics,
set usque septuagesiesseptics.

2

My maister candoo no thing, the which shal l come
inopen audience at thise deies, but it shalbe called
your dede. Hit is not unknoon that cruell and

vengible he hath byn ever, and for the most parte
with aute pite and mercy

,
I canno more but node of

oor r z
’

pe cum
,
for truly he cannot bryag about his

matiers in this word [wor ld ], for the word isnot for

hym. I suppose it wolnot chaunge yettsby likelenes,
‘

but I beseche you, Sir, help not to amend bym onely,
other man yf ye kno any mo mysse

le tterspatent , by means of which they were enabled to claim the emoluments
of lands or Offices granted to them from a date anterior to the actua l passing
of the grant—S ee Hardy

’
s Int roduct ion to the Patent Ro lls of King John

p. x

1
.

Shere or Shore Thursday, Maundy Thursday , the day before Good
n ay.

2 St . Matthew
’
sGospe l, chap. xviii, ver. 1 5 , 16, x7 , and ver . 2 1 , 22.
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I can‘

no more, but as I can or iney, I shal be his
servaunt and youres unto such tyrhe as ye woll co~

mande me to sursese and leve of, yf it please bym.

Sir
,
I pray you take this copy

1
of your statute, it is

not examined be me, for I found hit thise v. yeres

pessed.

Writan in my slepyng tyme at after none, onWyt
sonday. Also, Sir , yf I have rehersed wyttyngly the

text of the Gospell syngularly unto your maistership,
I beseche you to be had excused.

Your own,
H. W.

A.D . 1456, I June—JOHN RUSSE '

r o JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS ., B .M. ]

To my Maister Paston, inlzaaste.

Please your good niaistirsli ip to wete that my Lord of Norffolk

yaf incomaundement to Cristofre and to the bal if of Colneise

to laboure with us acording to your mocion. And as to

Skilly, fermour of Cowhaugh, we enteryd there, and seyd we
wold have payment for the half yeer past, and sewrete for the

half yeer comynge, or ellyswe wold distreyne and put bym out

of pocession, and put ina newe fermoure ; and so oure demenyng
was suche that we toke no distresse, and yit we have bym bounde
inanobligacion of xviijlz

'

. payabil at Michelmesse without con
decion, and vjs. vi ija

'
. we receyvid of bym for opocession, for the

ferme asyit remayneth ongatherid in the fermourez bandes. But

I
_
seyd hym I wold be ther ageyn for the recedu of the half yeer

ferme pastwithinne thisxiiij. dayes and he seyd he wold do hise

delygence to gather it up. But he spakwith Wentworth se thyn,
whiche yef bym anuttyr rebuke, as he swor to m e, and seyd he

wold have hys payment of Skylly, and sewe hise oblygacion

this next terme whiche he is bounden in to Wentworth for the

yeerly payment of the same ferme ; and the seyd Wentworth seyd

he wyll takya anaccyonof trespas thisnext terme ageynus that

were there ; and D evyle seyd ye were hender the loudes at the .

begynning of your sute thanne ye be now, and that shal be knowe

be Lamm esse next comyng, for he bathe thynges to shewe ye saw

1 This re lates to pa rs sent with thisletter, and accounts for there being
no direct ion, as the w ole was enclosed ina parce —F.
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28 5 .

A.D . 1456, 7 June.

JOHN BOOKING TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i . -l 34.]

Oncomparing thiswith the previous le tters of Bocking , Nos. 28: and 989
it wil l be seen that they must all three be of the sam e y ear.

To my r ig/z! goo/Z maister , j ohnPaston, Squier , at

IR
,
please it your maistership to wyte, I have

my attachements graunted in open Courte
with helpe of Litelton1 and Hewe at Fen,
and was bide to make redy the names

, &c.

before the Barons, Of which Haltoft 2 was one.

3

As for tidings, the
'

Kyng is at Shene, the Quene at
Chestre the Duc of Bukwas

,
as I come hiderward,

at Wr i tell, the Erle of Warrewyke at Werrewyke, and

the Lords Chaunceller,4 Tresori er,5 and th
’

Erle Of

Sar
’

[Salisbury] in London, and noo more Lords at
0 Q o

the begynyng this day of the grete Counsai l. Many
mensay that there shuld be, but thei wote not what.
The sege shall

,
as men say, come to Caleys and to

Guynes, for moche puple come overe the water Of

Somme, and grete names onthe see .

Th
’
Erle of Penbroke 6 is Wi th the K

y
ng, and noo

more Lordis. Th
’

Erle Of Richemond and Grlfil th

Suoh (P) are at werre gretely inWales. The Comons

Of Kent, as thei werrewo[n]tte, er not all weel dispOSid,
for there IS indoyng amongshem what evere i t bee .

1 ThomasLy tte lton—S ee 384. Note 4.

9 Gilbert Hal toft.
3 Here, in the original, fol owed variouspassages re lating to law busmess,

which Fennhasnot printed.

4 Ar chbishop Boumhier.
5 Henry , Viscount Bourchier , was appointed Lord Treasurer on the 29 th
May 1 45 5 (Patent Ro l l, 33 Hen. VI. , 2

,
m. and so cont inued t il l the 5 th

Q ctobe r r45 6 when the office was talienfrom him and givento the Ear l of
Shrewsbury (Patent , 35 Hen. VI . , p . r , m. x6).
6 Jaspe r Tudor .

—S ee p. 2 66 , Note 3 .

7 Edmund Tudor .
—S oe p . 2 66 , Note 2 .
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Of Scotts is here but litell talkyng. My Lord York is
at Sendal l stille, and waytith on the Quene and she

up onbym.

I dide my maistress your moderis erands, as ye

have herde of; for Maister William hath writen his
entente

,
and he and Clement farenweel.

Wn
'

tenat Horshighdone, vijm° die Jum1.
Rokewode and Crane faren weel, and thei and I

recomaunde hem to my maistress your wif.
And as I understande, the Clerke of the Rolles is

owte Of charite with Maister Yelverton, and my Lord
Chaunceller a litell mevid, &c.

Your owen,

28 6 .

A .D. 1456, 1 8 June.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, NO.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF '

ro JOHN PASTON, ESQ.

As to the matt ersonwhich Pastonsent to him byWill . Barker
to desire his advice, Pastonknows that Fastolf has put hiswhole
confidence inhim , and begshewill dowith the advice ofFastolf s
learned counsel whatever they

tgl
ointly thinkfor hisweal ;

“ for ye

knowwell I am so visited by e hand of God that Imaynot deal
with such troublousmatters, without it should be to great hurt of

my bodilywelfare,which I trust ye would not desire .

”
If you find

my Lady of Yorkdisposed to visit thispoor place, commend me

to her, and tell her how it iswi th me that I cannot receive her
as I ought .
Castre , 18 June.

[As it wi l l appear a lit t le further on that the Duchess of York visited
in 1456, this le tter is probably of that year.]

28 7 .

A.D. 1456, 24 June—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No.

S IB J . FASTOLF '

t o JOHN PASTON.

To day my cousin S ir Miles S tapleton, S ir James Braylyes,
Andrew Grygges, hyt resseyvor,

’’
and Grymstonhave beenwith
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Fastolf at Castre, and brought him 253 marks, which they would
have paid if he had had the obl

'

tion here . Sends therefore a

letter by his servant Colyn how ir S .

‘

and he are agreed for its
deliverance, &c. S ir S . made many strange insinuations that the
money was paid before, partly by assignment to Clyffton, &c.
On the 18th and 19th inst.

“ long Bernard, with a priest of

Kent, to the number Of 16 horse , hafe, at Nactoa, Bentley, and
other places of F. , and entered by co lour Of a deed of feofi

’ment

made to the Lady Roosand others, and hafe right proud language
to the farmers, that they wil l obtain their intent.

”
Russe has

writtenmore plainly by Nich . Colman.

Item, I charge right greatly the matter ofmy Lord of Bedford
for mydischarge, and for the recov of my Lord

’
sg Begs

Paston to commonwith the Lord C ancellor and others about it ;
and desireshim to give mineattorne Raulyns,andmy

'

cants
”

a warning
“
to take more tenderness about the process

s

g?Hyke
lyng that has beenso many yearsand daysdriven03:

S t. JohnBaptist
’
sDay.

[From the re ference to the matter of my Lord of Bedford,
”
this le t ter

wasm probably writteninthe year

28 8 .

A .D. 1456, 24 June—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No .

S 111 JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON.

First it is to remember that, uponS t. John
’
sday, there was

S ir Symond Brayles, chaplain of my Lady of Suffolk, and in

presence of S ir Miles S tapletonand Edward Grymston, said that
the 200 markswas paid before inthe Duke of Sufl

'

olk
’
sdays.

”

Canprove by writings that thiswasnot so, and that he offered

to put it uponmy Lord Chancellor and uponone or two of Lords
Of the King

’
s council as my said Lord Chancellor will call unto

him,

”
that it may be knownwhether my Lady is wronged or

Fastolf. The £ 100 of the above sum wasnot paid by assignment

to Clyfi
'

ton. Sir S imoncomplains that the suit wasstolenagainst

S ir Thos. Tuddenham, and judgment givenwithout my Lady’s
counsel knowing of it which canbe disproved.

Castre, S t . JohnBaptist
’

sDay.

Item, I remembered S ir S imon for the restitution of my
revenues of Dedham 3 year day, and my damage of a mill put
down,

” &c. I paid 500 marks for the ward of S ir Rob . Har

l sdaughter for my Lord to Sir JohnClyfton, Of which the
D e had no right to receive one penny, for there wasno land .

held of the King.

[This let ter corresponds so close ly with the last that it mist have been
vm t tenthe same day .]
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indestruccyonand gret myschef of the cuntre inhere
dayes. At the reverensof Jesu, for l et not thismater,
ne the mater of Dedham, etc. I wolde ze askyd my
good lord and mayster, Yelverton, yf I sent bym ony
letter in the same mater

, &c. D icente Davitico

Psalmo :
1 M oblz

'

oisoar is votes z
'

rzz
'

mz
'

oorum fuorum
,

71am superoz
'

a eorum aroma
’
z
’

t semper inpsalmo qui et

si nunquam ascendant incoelos, utinam nunquam de
sendant ab [ao

’

] abissos, &c. , etsi anima eorum in

malis tabescebat, &c. Scriptum festinacione feria
post festum Natalis Sancti Johannis Baptistae.

2

Recommendetisme magistro meo W . Paston, confratii
vestro, et Thomae Playter cognato meo, cui dicite quod
faciatWillelmum Geneye sibi benivolum quia Sampson
fi lius et heres J . Sampson olim mari ti Katerinae
Fastolfl

'

apud Owltonmortuus, et ibi sunt duac viduae,
major et m inor, senior et junior. Eligatur quae sibi
meliusplacet .
Magister Thomas Howys vobis amantissimus se

cordialissime recommendat vobis, etc. Item
,
Willel

musWigorniensisrecommendat se vobis ex toto corde .

Set ibo vobis, utinam ad placitum.

Vester ad vota,
F. J . B .

,
M

'

florum mz
’

m
’

mw .

I hafe a rolle redy of the inditements, that they
were indityd for trespase and extorsyon and oppres

syon done to my Mayster Fastolfi
”

, in the keping of

W. Worceter, &c.

Visa frangatur et in ignem post jaciatur. Si digne
mini loqui cum effect-u magistro R icardo Fysscher,
secretario domini mei comitisWarwicensis, pro cujus
nomine et amore promptissimus sum adhuc plura pati
ut m ittatur pro me litera magistro provinciali et difiini
toribus.

1 S ee Psalm lxxiii . [or lxxiv.) 23 .

3 S t. John the Bap t ist 'sDav is the a4th June. Fen
'

a fer i t
'

a meansTuesday .
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290.

A .D. 1 456 (P), 1 7 July.

HENRY FYLUNGLEY TO SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, i .

This letter must have beenwrit ten about the firm S ir John Fastolf first
beganto make inquiry onwhat terms he could obtaina license for esta blish
ing a college at Caister,—a projec t which he had much at hear t during the
lat ter years of his life . A le t ter from Sir ohn himse lf upon thissubjec t wi ll
be found a lit t le further on, da ted the 1 8 November 1456, and we think it
probable that this is of the same year.

To 772y rygfit wormzpf ull ankle, and my rygfit gooa
’

marler , Sy r f o/mFastalf, Knyglzl .

GHT worshipfull unkull, and my ryght good
master, I recomaund me to yow wyth all

my servys. And, Sir, my brother Paston
and I have comened togeder as touchinge to

your colage that ye wold have made and, Sir, hit ys
to gret a good that ys axed of yow for youre lycens
ibr they ax for every C. marc that ye wold amortyse

D . marcz , and woll gefe hit noo better chepe.

And, Sir, y told my brother Paston that my Lady of
Bargeveney

l hath, indyversAbbeyesinLecestershyre,
vij . or viij. prestes singinge for her perpetuell, by my
brother Darcyes and my unkle Brokesbyes meanes,
for they were her executors; and they acorded for

money, and gafe a cc. or ccc. marc, as they myzt
acord for a prest. And for the suerte that he shuld

synge in the same abbey for ever, they had maners of
good valew bounden to such persones as plesed the

sayd barthern Brokkesby and my brother
Darcy, that the sayd servyse shulde be kept. And
for lytell moore then the Kynge axed hem for a
lycence, they went thorgh with the sayd abbots. And

y hold thiswey as sure as that other. Ye may comen
with youre councell therof.
1 Edward Nevill , Lord Abe rgavenny , was twice married . His first wi fe ,

to whom he owed his t it le , was E lizabe th , daughter of Richard Beauchamp,
Ear l of Worcester. His second was Catherine , daughter of Sir Robe rt
Howard. The Lady here mentioned is probably the former , for though
Dugdale says he obtained a d ispensation for his second marriag e in1 48,
that date is inconsistent Wi th the age of hissonand other factsment ioned
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And yf there be any servyse that I cando for yow,

hit shall be redy at all tymes, with the grace of God,
who have yow inhiskepyngc.

Wrytenat London, the xvij. day of Juyll.
Your nevew and servaunt,

HENRY FvLUNGLEv. .

29 1.

A.D. 1456, 3 1 July.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . B .M.

This le tter Is
_
doubt less of the same year asNo. 287 , in the end of which

Fastolf wisheshisattorney , Rawlyns, urged to greater act ivity iri the mat ter
of Hickling.

To my wor rlzz
'

pf al cousyn, j o/mPaston.

IGHT trusty and worshipful cousyn, I re

comaunde me to yow. And like i t yow to

wyte, mynattomy, Raulyns, hathe enformed
.

me that the Jugishave ruled processe to goo
owte ayenst the priour of ,

H ikelyng of distresse f or
07117122: bona of cotalla, of whiche the writte and other
ar not yet come fro London. I trust whan thei come,
be your good counsail andmeane, the Shireve wil doo
his devoir ; how be it, as I understande, thei have
sente the Lord Scal es all there evidences, and he wil
come and dwelle there hym silf. And I am also
enformed, for certeyn, that the BushOp of Norw1che,
for all the truste I badde to bym, that by hismeane I
shulde have knowen there fundacion, he hathe warned
hisofficeresnot to have adoo therinne, by cause of the
Lord Scal es, &c. Cousyn, I pray yow,

inas moche
as the matere, by agrement, was putte

'

in
‘

you and
Fyncham, and how that ye, for the same cause, spe
cially kepte your day at London, and toke not in
there defaulte and not myn, that ye wil $ 00 in caas
yc see Fyncham remembre

,
and to othere there as ye

some it shulde profite to be knowen, and that yet
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About A .D . 1456 (P).—LORD SCALES To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

This le tter isplaced immediately after another let ter of Lord Scales,l ike this from h is seat at M idd leton inNorfo lk, as probably be longing to the
same period, though the exact year is uncertain.

To my r ig/i t trusty and welbeloved f rond, 701mPaston, Squ
’

Right trusty and welbeloved frend, I grete you hertly well.
And for as mych as I u[ndyrstond] a bill was made at Yermuth
ageynsmy cousynBryanS tapyltonand hise wy . have
set up the said bill in the Kynges Bench, which bill is inyour
kepyng, pray[ing] you that y 11sendeme the same bill be the
bringer herof, to the entent 1

6

11313
1] se it. And asI am informed

be my said cousyn, ye shewed bym grete gent ilnesse and beny
volence, wherof I thanke you right hertely. I pray God have
you ingovernance.

Writenat Midelton, the xx . day of Septembre.

Zowr frend, SCALES.

A.D. 1456, 7 Sept.
ARCHBISHOP BOURCHIER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, 1ii .
This lett er may be presumed to have beenwrit ten during the time that

Archbisho Bourchier was Lord Chance l lor, viz. , be tween 7 1h March 1 45 5
and 1 1 th tobe r 1456, whenthe Great Seal was given to Bishop Waynflee t.
Wil liam Norwich, also, was Sher iff of Norwich in 14 5 . and is doubt less
addressed in that mpacity , but his year of offi ce woul not have begunso

ear ly as September. The lett er therefore be longs to the fo llowing year.

To our r zlgfit lruste and mgr/d welbelooed f o/zn
Esozner , and Wil/1am [Wr i t/idle,1 and to

GHT truste and right welbeloved, we grete

you hertly wel. And where as Sir N ichol
Bowet, Knight, sueth an appeelle in the

1 Sherifi
'

of Norwich, 145 5 ; Mayor, 146 1 . D ied 1463
-

4.
—B lomefield.



A. D. HE NK Y VI . 40 1

countee ofNorffolkayenst oonRobert Offord ofBerking
for the deeth of oon Sir Henry Bowet, clere, we
being enformed that the matier is pitevous, praie

you hertly that ye wul in our behalve moeve and

entreete the Shirreve of the saide countee to surceese

of the execucionof any processe upon the exigent 1 to
bym directed in that behalve unto the next terme, so
that resonable meanes maye be founden to save the
saide Robert harmelesse lating bym wite that we
have written to the saide Sir Nichol for a convenient

.r eetie to be taken in that behalve, as shalbe thought
according to right. And God have you ever in his
keping.

Written in our Manoir of Mortelake, the vij . daie
of September.

T . , ARCHBYSSHOPP OF CANTERBURY.

A .D . 1456, 8 Oct
—JOHN BOCKING TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

The bod of this le t ter re lates entire ly to inthe dispute be tween
S ir J ohn astolf and Sir Phi lipWentwort about e wardship of Thomas
Fastolf. The postscript alone re lat es to publicmat te rs. The date wil l appear
by the footnotes.

Tamy r zgfit wors/zzpful Mah ler
, j o/mPaston.

IGHT worshipfu l Sir, and my good maister, I
recomaunde me to yow, and have receyvid a

lettre from yow by Sir Thomas isman, berer
here of. And as for the accions,

2 bothe of
ravishement and th

’

attachement, the declaracions ar

made tzmc rah/ma
"

and not solut
’

, and as moche
amendid aswe canor may be favour have amendid.

We badde be beguyled and they hadde not be sen in
Norffolk, for here til this day come noo counsaill ; and

1 S ee p. 222 , Not e 1 .
3 Against Sir PhilipWentworth.
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to have per mamas[el m/w is i zgf ela
’
e it wole not be,

for we canno t bringe it inne, and also it is- to late.

And as for iiijxxlz
'

. fourscor e paumls],1 Fennand I
mette with Worsop this day, and he spake soot e to

Fennand me, and we put bym overe, saying we wolde
doo as moche as we myghte . I thinke verily that
Fennwole deserve ther inne a thanke, but I can not
understande bym what he wolde be doon to, or how

rewardid, for whanne I speke of it he isdesplesid, and
seithe he desirith noo rewarde ; but he farith as a man
wole sey he wold noo silvere, and lokith awaywardes

and takith a noble. And he hath wri tten to yow of

the matere Of Sir Philip Wentworthe touching this
writte of lz

'

fiberale whiche isbut a color and noo warant
sufficient, ner we owe not to doo no thinge that shuld
obeye it, ner the Shireve nother clothe but of favor
that he dothe to hem,

and bym liste otherwise to doo, as
Fennwriteth yowmore pleinly. And asfor a supersedz

’

es

[sic], there lithe noon, as he seith, up ona lz
'

berale.

And as for entryng in Bradwell, thei doo opyn

wronge, for after myn patent opteyned, there was a
writte to sease i t into the Kynges hande, and 5 00 it
was and is. And as to your patent, it is counsailled
me to have a writte to th’eschetor {lacustodia lz

'

berana
’
a,

whiche may not be denyed. And ifwe myght have um
cumm il l/msa femporemom

'

s
,
it were a sovereigne wr itte.

I t shalbe assaied
,
and doo thertoo what can lete ; the

fermourshe promised to be saved harmelesand chargid

not to paie any thing to them.

And as for the iii
XZz. [f ourswre

o

pouml r] to be sette
OnOlivere is taile, I cannot see i t wole be , for there
isnoo suche worlde to bringe it abowte . It is faire,
and -we canghete it onFulthorp l S dette by grete labor
for agrement, for I drede it wole be moste agaya us

that it is of recorde soo longe unpaied. And Hue at
Fenn sueth now to Nailer to ghete owte moo liberates,
suche as the last were to the last eschetor. And this
God graunte thei take good spede .

1 Thissum was to be paid by John Booking andWi lliamWorcester for a

patent of the wardship of Thomas Fastolf—S ee Le tter 29 7 fol lowing
3 Se e p. 330, Note 3 .
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shall be yn the same ashe was yn gelosye for when
my maister comaundyth such as of force, by roson of

her occupacion, most be nere bym, to do a message to
hys

"

felow
, or question of bym , byt shall be ymagyned

amonges our felyshyp that he doth make maters to my
maister. And so i t ysymagyned of me when I wryte
lettres to London, to Bokkyng or Barker, that yri such
matersasplease hemnot, thenit ysmy doyng; yff it take
well to theyr entent, thenit ysher doyng. And

yngode feyth, so it was ymagyned Of me and othyrs

that wrote, by my maister comaundment, to Castre,
to the parson of Blofeld, Geffrey Spyrlyng, and othyrs,
that Of such maters aswas lykyng to hem and coude
be sped by help of my maister frendes asby theyr
solicytyng, then it was seyd that it was theyr avice,
labour, and doyng. And yif the materswent not to
my maister entent, me that they coude not bryng
aboute the mater

,
then i t was imagyned and jangled

that it was my wrytyng and doyng. I bare nevere
my maister purs, ne condyt nevere chargeable mater
alone of hys yn lawe for my discrecion ne con

nyug know not whate such maters menyth . I knew
nevero Of oyer ne terminer , ne rad nevere patent before,
no my maister knew nevere the condyt of such thynges
and whenhe wrote of hysgrevonse to hys frendys, he
commaunded no man to be endyt ed, for he wyst not

whate belonged to such thynges, ne the parsonneyther,
but remitted it to his councell lerned. There wasno
man gretter at hert with bym , asAndreuswyth Hey
don, because Of castyng Bradwell and Tychewell yri
the Kyngeshandes, and toke awey the waarde. And

I came nevere -

at the oyer and terminer .

By God , my
' maister lost c. marc by a scute Of

Margyt Eryg uponadefence of att eynt , because a
quest passed ayenst byr of xij. penyworth lond by yeer ;
and I dar sey and prefe it, my maister never spake of
byr, me knew hyr not, ne wrote to sew hyr at the oyer

and terminer , as I am remembred . Yhyt yt waswell
defi

'

ended
,
at my maister grete cost and labour, and
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myne pore labour also. Yhyt ought not I, ne none
such yn my stede

,
beer the wyte [blame] wyth Sir

Thomas, ne none othyr he that takyth the tolle most
take the charge, byt ys hysnegligence that wille take
the labour more thenhe may awey. I wold the par
sonyswellfare asmoch

'

as man lyvyng, to my wreched

power ; and yfi
'

, or when, ye hyre
'

onye froward ymagy
nacions, I pray yow gefe no credence tille ye hyr e it
aunsuerd. I am eased of . my spyrytesnow that I hafe
expressed my leude [ignorant] menyng, because of my
felow Barker, as Of such othyr berkers ayenst the
mone, to make wysemen laugh at her foyle. Our Lord
kepe yow.

Wryt at Castre the x1] . day of October .

Your W. BOTONER .

I hafe and do purchasse malgre to remembre of

evidenses lakkyng by negligence, &c. And therfor I
most be muet and suffre gretter losses but [unless] it
.be othyrwyse concydered. I sende yow the copie
of your patentes,

1 in parchement, and I hafe remem

bred as well as I can both the stuard and Bertilmeu

Elys for execucion ayenst the pleggs of your seyntu
arye, carpenter (P) Snow, that evere ys disposed to

breke promysses. Foryefe me of my leude lettre

wrytyng, and I pray yow laugh at it.

A.D . 1456 or 1457 .

SIR THOMAS HOWES TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . B .M.]

This letter is dated by the writer in the 3sth yea r of Henry VI . , but he
does not say inwhat month it was wr it ten. The 3sth of Henry VI. was
reckoned from the xst Septembe r 1456 t o the 3 1sr August 145 7 . Taken in
connect ionw ith the postscript of Botoner

’

s letter immediate ly preceding (the
date of which le t ter this par t ly confirm5 ), it is not unlike ly that th is was

1 Probabl the tent of 6th t ime 145 granting the wardshi of Thomas

t
I
i
‘

a

l
i

l
stolf to JohnESIOR and Thomas Ilowes.—S ee No. 207, a so the le t ter

0 owmg.
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writ tenabout October. Perhaps Wednesda after messe should have been
[
Wednesday after Michaelmesse . I f so, e exact date would be October

6t

To my rnt goode maister , j oi mPaston.

EVERENT Sir, &c. Please yow to wete that
i t[is] so thatmy maister, of hisowenfroward
ness, and of non other mannysmevyng, hat
sent a warent to Cristefor that he shuld

delyver me no

where

yf the seyd Cristefore delyvered me any mony, that
he shuld take a sewerte of me therfor, nowthwith

standyng my maister preyed me that I shuld reherce

alle thynge inmy name, where Of I held me content.
And now I fele this traytour wrytyng under nethe, and
I nowth prevy ther to, at my comyng owt causet me to
thynkthe more hevynes,&c. Nevertheles, I prey yow
that a niene may be taken of trety by the mene of

Clopton or Ellys. Sende me word, and I shal seke
menys of trety, for, be God, I shal trust no more no
fayre wordes and there to I shal l lete alle the Lordsof
this lond knowe what wrytyngs I have, and hisdispo
sicion. Save yowre revot ons, Cristyfor sal (P) have
swyche a maister, &c. I prey yow, as ever I may do

yow service or be yowre bedeman that ye wele sende
me yowre avise. I had lever paye xx. marke,

'

Or xlz
’

.

inhande and xlz
'

. yerely furthe, with myn enemyndz

good love, than to yelde me to preson ayens here
entent, and sewe forth the tyncte . And no trost what
my maister wele do, for I can right evele beleve that
he wele bere owt the cost of the tyncte whanhe maket
straunge to ley dowun the condempnacion, &c.

Wretynbrevely at Horseydown the Wenesday after
messe, anno xxw T . Howys.

1 The wardship of ThomasFastolf wasat first granted toJ ohnPastonand
ThomasHowes, by patent o f the 6th June 1454, and for this they agreed to

pay 100 marks into the Exchequer . But , for some reason or other, a new
arrangement was made , and t he wardship was granted by another patent .
dated 1 2 th D ecember 14 4, to John Bokkyng and Wil liamWorcestre , who

offered the King 20 mar 5 ove r what Pastonhad Offered, i n, £80 111 all.
See Patent Roll, 33 B en. VI . , p. 1 , m. 10.
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Lord of Shrewisbury1 isTresorer, and Broun2 of your
Inn is Undertresorer. If ye wold sende to bym to

graunte you the namyng Of th
’

eschetorship of Norfiolk,
&c. , it were weel do, for it is told me he wold do
moche for you.

Maister Lawrence Bothe 3 is Prive Seall. And it is
seid that my Lord of York 4 hath be with the Kyng,
and is departed ageyn inright good conceyt with the
Kyng, but not ingret conceyt with the Whene [Queen] ;
and sum men sey, ne badde my Lord of Euks5 not
have letted it, my Lord Of York had be distressed in
hisdepartyng.

OnMoneday last passedwasa gret afiray at Coventre
bytwene the Duke of Somersets men and the weche
men[wateizmen] Of the toun, and ij. or iij. menOf the

tounwere kylled there, to gret disturbance Of alle the

Lords there ; for the larom belle was rouge, and the

tounarose, and wold have jouperdit to have distressed
the Duke of Somerset, &c. , ne had the Duke Of Euks
not have take a direccion therein.

Also it is seid the Duke of Euks taketh right
straungely that bothe his brethren

6
am so sodeynly

discharged from ther Offices of Chauncellerie and Tre
soryship ; and that among other causeth hym that his
opynyoniscontrary to theWhenes[Queen

’
s] entent, and

many other also, as it is talked. I tem, sum menseyn,
the counseal isdissolved, and that the Kyng is forth to
Chester,7 &c. Also summe sey that many of the Lords
shall resorte hiddir to Londonageynst Alhalwen tyde.

And as touchyng th
’

eleccion Of Shirefs, menwene
that my Lord Of Canterbury shall have a gret rule, and
specyall in our countre .

l

g
l ohnTalbot , second Earl. He was appointed Trea surer onsth October

14
—Patent Ro ll , 35 Henry VI . , p. 1

,
m. 1 6.

JohnB rowm—S ee Wi l liamWyrcestre ’

s
“
Anna ls. under the year 1468.

3 Afte rwardsBishop o f Durham, and fina lly Archbishop of York.
4 Richard, Duke of York.

5 Humphre S ta fford, Duke of Buckingham.

5 The two urchi ers, viz . , ThomasBourchier , Archbishop of Can
and He Viscount Bourchier, the former of whom had been Lo i d Chau
cellor an the lat te r Lord Treasurer (see Notes 3 of last e and 1 of this)
were the Duke of Buckingham

'

s hal f brothers by the moth 8 side.
7 The Cour t had beenstaying at Coventry.
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I can no more, but Almyghty God send us as his

most pleaser is.

Wretyn al in hast, the Saterday next after Seint
Edwards day.

Your Servaunt, JAMES GRESHAM .

29 9 .

A .D. 1456, t o NOV.
—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9735 , No .

S IR JOHN FASTOLE To JOHN PASTON.

Begshim in the end of the term to come home by Dedham,

along with William Worcester and Barker, to see to the accounts

o f barley and such husbandry as is used there . As to Wighton
inYorkshire

,
Bokkyng remindsme you spoke to me that my son

Scrope and his father
-in-law1 should have al l the lyvelode Of my

wife’s infarm, to which I agreed, or else that Lord Vescy would
have Wighton, as he once had , at a rent of 1;34—much more
than I make it worth year ly. Do as you thinkbest for me . I
had rather my son Scrope had it with sufficient surety.

Castre, t o Nov.

Begshim to commonwithWilliam Worcester that by meansof

my Lord of Canterbury, or otherwise, Master Will iam Clyf and

others of the executors of JohnWell ismay be spoken to for the

recovery of great good that Wil liam Worcester knowsWellis

owed to Fastolf.

[The date of this le t ter appears to be 1456. Of the yearswhenFastolf
resided at Caister , it isnot 1 454, because inthat year Barker could not have
be eninLondononthe ro th November (see NO. I t isnot 145 5 , because
Worcester appears to have beenat that time at Caist er (see N05 . 2 5 9 and
The same ap to have been the case in 145 7 , though we canonly judge
by a letter 0 the 29th October ; and al though Worcester certainly was in
LondoninNovembe r 1458, S i r JohnFastolf was theninLondonwith him.)

300.

A.D. 1456, 1 5 NOV.
—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, No .

S 1R JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON AT THE TEMPLE.

Received certain letters by Henry Hanson 011 Thursday last,
including one from Wil liam Barker written inLukett’shand,

1 Richard Bingham , Judge of the King
'

s Bengh.
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two bills of supplication, one of which, in the name of the

tenantsof Cotton, he hassent to Paston, ashe hasalreadywritten.

JohnRusse and Geoff. Spyrlyng have ridden to Cottonincon

sequence, and will inform Paston how they speed . Thinks the

bill right good and well spokenaccording to the truth of the ir

riotous demeaning .

”
Received at the same time a bill written

in his own name, of which he approves. Hears that young
Henry Wentworth, young Cal thorpe , and young Brewswere at

the distress-taking, among others. Has perfect confidence in
Pastonas to the treaty, and hopes to obtainagain the manor of

Bradwell by some means, as clear ashe had it before hisunhappy
release . Hears that the Chief Justice rectid the matter in

Parliament before theLords, and shewed howFastolf waswronged
inthat it was untruly found by the Office that he had disseised S ir
Hue Fastolf of the manor, whereashe has documentsproving a

true sale . My Lady of York has been here,
“
and

'

sore moved
me for the purchase of Castre .

”
Begs him to devise means for

the licence of mortising of certainbuildings for the foundationof

a college,
“
as ye and I have commoned of before.

” William
Worcester canshow him a copy of one passed by the King, and
signed ready to the late Chancell or S tafford. Desires him to

make himself acquainted with two cha lains about my Lord of

Canterbury and my Lord Chancellor. il liam Barker writes of

a general treaty, to which he can make no answer further than

he has already done to Yelvertonand Paston.

Castre, Monday after S t Martin.

[Inthis lett er, asinthe last , we haveWorcest er and Barke r bo th inLondon,
which, we have seen, points to the ear 1436. It is clear also that this le tter
waswri ttenjust before that which ollows]

A.D. 1456, 1 8 Nov.

S i R JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .

This letter , asprinted by Fenn, bearsno date in itse lf, but inthe edi torial
note at the foot i t is dated : Caister , 1 8th of November .

"
Probably this

date is ressed in the ofi
i
nal , but has beenaccidental ly omit ted in the

printingf
x

lf so , the year inw
'

oh it waswritt enmust be e ither 1456 or 145 7 ,
and most probabl the former. In 145 5 the Archbishop of Canterbu

ay
and

my Lord Chance or we re one and the same person, which they eviden y are

not here ; and in 145 8 it appears b the Cast lecombe MSS . that Sir John
Fastolf was in London on the 26 Novembe r, so that he isnot

o

hke
hg
to

have beenexpect ing a vis'

t from the Duke of Norfolkat Caist er ei ght y:be fore . On the other hand, if thiswaswritt en inth e year 1456, i t must

remembered that Archbishop Bourchier had been just recent ly discharged
of the office of Lord Chance llor , which was given to B ishopWaynflee t on

the 1 1 th October , and it is highly probable that the Archb ishop had been

already spokento onthe subject inhis eupaci ty of Chance llor.
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302 .

A.D. 1456, Nov .
—ABSTRACT .

[Add. Charter B .M.]

PROCEEDINGS IN A SUIT IN M ICHAELMAS TERM, 35 HEN. VI .

I. Writ to the Sheriff of Suffolk to attach JohnAndrewe of

Boylom, and bring him before the Barons of the Exchequer on
the morrow of All Souls to answer, along with S ir Philip Went~

worth and Thos. Deyvill of Netlestede, to the suit of JohnPastor
and ThomasHowys.

II . Pleadings. The King commi tted the wardship of Thomas
,

sonand heir of JohnFastolf of Cowhawe, to Paston and Howes

by patent, 6 June 32 Hen. VI . ; but onthe 8 June 32 Hen. VI . ,

Andrewe and Deyv ill , with force and arms, entered Sholond Hall ,
Sufi

'

olk, and Foxhole, and Bentley Houses, &c. , and took rents to

the sum Of £360, and underwood to the value of £40. Impar
1ance granted till 26 Nov .

,
when th e part ieswere not agreed .

Veniref aeia: was thenawarded a die Sand i H
'

ilarii inxv. dies.

303 .

A.D . 145 7 2 April.
JOHN BOCKING TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS .
,
B.M. ]

The date of this let ter is very uncertain. In 145 6 the writer dates from
Southwarkonthe 8th of May , and in1458 from Londononthe 14th of March,
so that there is rather a presumption against his being at Caister onthe ad
of Apri l in e ithe r of these years. But these points, i t must be owned , are

little to be re lied on, as Bokkin certainly passed to and fro a good deal be
tweenLondonand Nor fo lk. e date must , however , be be tween 1 5 5 and
1459. The lett er hasno address, but wasdoubt less intended for John aston.

IRE, lyke it your maistership to wete that I
sende you at this tyme the rolle of the copies
of all patentes, and the appoyntement with
Wentworth laste, and also a abstracte drawen

as it come simply to my remembrance. And I shalbe
with you sumtyme the next weke . All menar owte

at this tym e
,
as the Parson,l Worcester, and Barker ;

and therfore til thei come, I maynot owte . H . Wyn
desor departid onMonday, and wil l doo that he can.

1 ThomasHowes.
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He telle th me Lumleys patent is inhis awarde , but it
is of noo force . And also he bathe Constable is ij.

patente, and that is moste ayenst us, &c.

He wil purveie therfore as ye knowe myn maister
1

comaundit bym to yow.

Here hath ben .Wilton with the dede of fefi
'

ement

yesterday,and all menbadde ensealed saufmynmaister
that now hathe ensealed, and H . Inglose isright soory.

I canno newe tidinges, but that mynmaister hath put
his matier of Issabells inScroudeby, and the rente Of

the priour of Norwiche dieu to Heilesdoninyour hande
and Thomas Grene. Ye shal the next weke have the
evidences. And Jesu kepe you and youres.

I sende mynMaistresCrane a lettre fro hir brother,
but I have the credence, whiche I cannot say but

if she appose me for certeinmateres of hir brotheres.

Writenat Castre, the ij. day of Aprill.
Your owenservaunt,

A.D. 145 7 , 20 April . - BOTONER TO JOHN PASTON.

[FromFenn, iii.

I t appears from the contents of th is letter that it waswrit ten two and a
half years after Sir JohnFastolf came to live InNorfolk, which he did In the
autumnof 1454. The date there fore 15 certain.

I ?) my Maz
’

sler P aston.

LEASE you to wete that, after dew recom

mendacion, byt yt so that mymaister sendyth
me to London for the mater of Rochestr, as

for dyversof hysoune particuler materswhich
concernnot the lawe, &c. and I am lyke to tarye till
ye com

,
in case ye com wythynne Iij. wekys.

Sir
,
at reverence of God, seth my maister ys fully yn

wille to renew hys fefment, that i t may be do be tyme
1 Sir JohnFastolf.
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by the surest grounde that may be had, for, be it
nevyr so suerly don, byt shall be thought lytille ynowgh
to kepe hys lond owte of trouble and to spare for no
councell ne cost to make sure, for a peny ynseson

spent wille safe a pounde. I comyned with my broyder
Spyrlyng, which scyth he wille do hys attendaunce,
and to kepe it ryz t close of the namys. Taryeng
drawyth parell .

And ye meved a gode mater to the Parsonand to
me at your last beyng at Gastr, that my maister shud
be lerned whate hys housold standyth uppon yerlye,
seth he kept it holye to ghedr at one place ; and that
don, thento see by the revenues of hysyeerly lyfelode
whate may be leyd and assigned owt e for that cause
to meynteyn hys seyd housold, and over that, whate
may be assigned to beere owte hysplees, and also do

pay for hys foreyn chargs
1
and dedes of almes to a

convenyent somme .

And seth the grettist ordynarye charge most be hys
housold kepyng, byt were moste exspedyent that ye
wold note

'

well to remembre specially mymaister to do
hysaudyt[or]es cast upandmake rollysOf hysaccompts
concernyng the seyd housold seth he came yn to Nor

fi
’

olk thys ij. yer and half, whych wasnevyr so long to
doo thys xl . wynter as ye now. And it yspytee that
hysaudyt ys none ethyr wyse yn that entended ; ye
mustnedys, yif ye wi lle mymaister know how byt stand
with bym yerly of hys chargs, that thysbe do fyrst, as
i t was allwey acustomed. My maister wille acord it
to be don, but it ys forgete throwgh negligence of men

yoven to sensualite, asThomasUpton, me, and othyrs.

My maister can not know wheder he go backward or

forward till thysbe doon.

I cannot elles, but ye wille not foryete thys that the
audyt[or]esgo verrai ly aboute it to anende . And Hay
lysdonaccomptsbe behynde for ij. yeer to[too]gre te pite
ys, and it wer yours or ynany wysemangouveraunce.

At Norwich hastly, the Wenstay inEster weke .

BOTO-H .R.
-NER.

1 Chargesnot connected with hishouseho ld accounts—F.
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hys chiefl
'

maner of Haylysdon for iij. yeer to make
upp and to examyn and I ensure yow ful l simplye
approw

’

ed hyswollys and hys fermys.

And the iijd ys that sowold Jesusmymaister audytors
wold faythfully and playnlye enforme mymaistr of the

trouth of the yeerly grete damage he beryth indeburs
yng hys money aboute shyppes and botes, kepyng an

house up at Jermuch [Yarmouth] to hys grete harme,
and resseyvyth but chaffr and waare for hyscornysand
wollys, &c . and thenmost abyde along day to make
money ; of such chafi

’

r takyng he shall nevere l be
monyed, ne be aunsuerd clerly of hys revenues yeerly
but [unless] those thyngs

.

abofeseyd be amended be
tyme. YnLowys days xij . yeer to gheder my maister
waswont to ley uppmoney yeerly at Londonand Gastr,
and now the contrarye

— tie mala inpg
'

us.

I dar not he know of thysbille
,
but ye may question

andvele of the disposicionof thysmaters .of otheres,and

thenundrstand yfl
'

I wryt justlye or no and ye, as of

your mocion for my maister worshyp and profyt, exor
tyng bym, the stuard, Shypdam, and Spyrlyng to take
a labour and a peyn that thys be reform ed .

I pray yow, and require yow kepe thys mater to

BOTONER .

As for nouveltes none comth,2 but yt ys seyd the

sege shall com to Calix . The Erle of Warwyk
3
ys

yhyt at Caunterbury wi th the Archbyship,
4
and the

Erle younger brothere 5 maryed to Sir Eadmund Yngyl
thorp doughter uppon Seynt MarksDay. The Erle of

Worcestzr 6 broght aboute the maryage , The Queen
and the Kyng at Herford.

7 the Lordes Bokyngham,

8

l The left-hand copy in Fenn reads neide,
”
but the modern version

never
,
which Is clear ly the t rue rea g.

So inFenn, but qu.

”
couth. -S

’

ee p. 344.

3 R ichard Nevill e
,
Ear l ofWarwick.

4 Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury.

ohnNeville, af terwards Marquis Montague ,
and eir of Sir Edmund In ldesthorpe of Burgh Green, inCambri

hiswife Jane , sister, an at lengt h co—he ir of John Lord T iptoft,b

.Worcester He was slainInthe bat t le of Barne t In I 47 I .

JohnT iptoft. 7 Hereford.
8 Humphrey Stafford.
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Shrewsbury,1 and otheres ther. And now it ys seyd
Herbert 2 shall com ynne, and appet at Leycester
before the Kyng and the Lordes, hys lyfe graunted
and godes, so he make amendys to theym he hath
ofi

'

ended. Manye be endyted, som causelese, which
makyth Herbert pat tye streng, and the burgeys and

gentlemen aboute Herford wille goo wyth the Kyng
wyfl

'

e and chylde, but a pease be made or the Kyng
part thens, for ell[es] Herbert and hys aflinite wille
acquyt them,

as it ys seyd.

The Erle ofWarwykhath had the folks of Caunter
bury and Sandwych before bym , and thanked hem of

her gode herts and vytaillyng of Calix, and praye th
hem of contynuaunce.

I sende a bille of the namys endyted to my maister
and yow, to see and laugh at theyr Wellsh names

descended Of Old pedegris. Our Lord be with yow.

Wryt hastly at London, the fyrst day of May.

BOTONER.

About A .D . 145 7 .

SIR JOHN FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON,
ESQUIRE.

[From PastonMSS .
, E.M.]

This Isa letter of pure business, and the date
'

15 uncertain: but as John
Pastonhad be en givmg advice about money mat ters and the affairsof Fas
tolf

’

5 household In 145 7 , we may insert i t here.

To myne worsfiipf ull cosyn, 70k): Pas/on, Sguz
'

er .

Ryght worshipfull cosyn, I recomaunde me to yow, and thanke

yow of youre greet peyn and labores that ye daylye take for me

inalle myn causes, for wheche I am gree tly holden to yow, God

yelde hit yow. And, cosyn, hit is so
,
as I am enformed, that a

termore of mynmaner in Saxthorp, called JohnBennes, shuld
come be fore yow for to appoynte for suche dewte as he oweth

:g
ohnTalbot , second
Ir Wil liam Herbe rt , afterwardsEarl of Pembroke , a steady Yorkist.

2 B
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to me uponhis ferme . I sende to yow the bokes of hisaccompt
to th

’

entent that Spyrlyng may awayte uponyow at his comy ng,
and declare bym his dewte, wheche, asmyn receyvore scyth, hit

wole drawe to the summe of xlvii . and more mone at
‘Michelmasse now next comyng . And the ferme isbut xxli . 20]
yerly, by wheche ye may understande that he hath badde greet

favore in his payementes to hiswee l and myn gree t hurt , as I
reporte me to youre gree t wysdome. Neverthelesse , se the hit is

so that he hath badde this advayle upon me
,
I wold seennow

that suche dewte as shal bendewly founde uponbym by accompt

to be made at this day, that I may ther of have payement in
hande as resonwole, or of as moche as the day is ronne of ; and

for the resydewe to have greable sewerte , that is to sey, of xx/z
'

.

growenat Mihelmasse next comyng, to have payement therof at

the Festes of Seynt Andrew and the Annunciacion Of our Lady
next comyng by evenporcions, as in his endenture made of the

seyd leesmore pleyne rly is conteyned. And this don, I am con

tent that he goo at large , and ell es that Spyrlyng take a rekenyng
o f hym , so as I may be aunswered accordyng to the statute, &c .

And
,
cosyn, that overe thisye lyke to yeve credence to the brynger

her of o f that he shal declare yow inthisbe hal f be mouth. And

oure Lord ke yow.

Wreten in ast,

'

at myne manoi r of Castre, the Saterday next

after our Lady Day the Assumpcion.

And, cosyn, I praye yow that he have none favore other wyse
than lawe wole , seyng he is so contraryowsfor any fayer promyse

of hisbehalf &c.
Youre cosyn,

JOHN FASTOEF, Cb
’
r.

307 .

A.D. 1 45 7 , 2 Oct
—ABSTRACT.

[Add . Charter I 7,Z 4S, E.M.]

Copy of a charter granted by JohnPaston, [patron of the
church of Gresham, and Robert Miller, allowing
the prior and convent of S t. S epulchre of The[tford] to distrain
for a pensionon the Vicarage.

2 Oct. 36 Hen. VI.

[This document is mut ilated. In the margin is the fo llowing note ina

mode rn hand : E . Co ll. Fr . Blomefie ld, H ist. Norf. vol. i . , fo.
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apere be fore the right worschepeful Sir, my right wel be
loved brother, your fadir ,1 and o ther the Kynges Juges
of the Kynges Benche ,— I pray zow hert ily that ye
wille have in remembraunce for to recomaund me to

bym whan ye speke with bym, and for to thank bym
for his rightful favour shewed in Sir Thomasmatier,
and inalle o ther maters that toucheth me, wheche ben
attained in that hey courte and so it lyke yow,

pray
bym of his good cont inuance , and I shall doo serve it
unto bym to my symple power for his good wyl to me
shewed , and to myne and I trust to God that he
shal hold bym ple

'

sid. And that it like yow to geve
credence to the seid Sir Thomas of that he shal sey to
zow for my worschepe and profyte, and that this lettre
may recomaundm e to my doghtir your wyf, be sechyng
the blissed Tr inite to sende yow the acomplyshment

of your good desyre.
Wretynat Castre, the xxx. day of Octobr.

A. D. 1458N 4 Jan—R ICHARD, EARL or SALISBURY,

To VISCOUNT BEAUMONT .

[From Fenn, i. I46 . ]

Fennconsiders this le tt er to have beencal led forth by the summonssent by
the King to the Lords of bo th part ies to come to London

,
in the beg inning of

r 458, W Ith a View to a reconcil iation. Onthisview , the excuse o f Il lnessgiven
by Salisbury 15 , of course, ame re pre tence , and, moreover

,
wasnot adher ed to ,

fo r withina we ekafter It waspenned , Salisbury actually was inLondonwi th a
company of 400 horse and 80 knights and squires (see Botoner

’

5 le tt er Of the 1 51.
February). Thissuddenchange of tactics on the part of the Ear l seems to me
hard ly probable , and I see no m sonwhy the le tte r should no t refer to a

tune illness upona d iffe rent occasion. Neverthe ess, as the re Isno posi
t ive evidence on the subject , I leave the date suggested by Fenn, Wi th a

query , onwhich the m dcxmay use his ownjudgment.

Oncom this letter wi th the last , the personhere referred to would
l eem to be ust Ice Ye lve rton. Mr. Poul

)
e t t Scrape, however, inhis priva tely

princed Hist ory of Cast lecombe (p. a an it was S ir B ingham ,

v hose danght er Joan S tephenScrOpe
7
had g

s

thrsthi s time married. I t Is quite

fl
ossrble that Fasto lf sent a similar message to B ingham by Scrope , and to

vertonby Pastonand Howes.
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T0 {be r zggfif wor t/upf ul and milk al myn kar t r zlgt
entierly wekbz

’

lozzea
’
B rat/tar , tbe Viscount B eaumont .

IGHT worshipful, and, with ai mynhert, right
entierly wele bilovede brothre, I recomaunde
me unto yow. And for somoche as by the
Kings moste noblez lettrez brought me late

by Hagreston, oon of the gromes of his chambre, I am
desirede to come unto hisHighnesse to London; wher
unto for suche grevonsdiseasand infirmiteesas it hath
liked oure Lord to visit me with

,
wherof Robert

Danby canat large declare unto yow, I canne mowe
dispose me, without feynyng, by the trouth I owe

unto the K ing, but that therby I doubt not, I shulde
not rekever, daies of my lyfe , suche hurt as, by the

reason Of the said diseas, wolde grow unto me, the

which hath right fervently and sore holden me in

many diversez bihalvez , so that, sith my last comyng
frome London I had not, by the space of vj. daies to
gidiez , my helth.

Wherfore, brothre, I pray yow,
with al myn hool

hert , that it like yow to cal tofore yow the said Robert
Danby, and to take of him the m y trouth in the pre

missez
,
and therupon to bee my good and tendre

moyen, as by your wysdome canbest bee thought con
venable

,
unto the Kinges goode grace, for th

’
excuse of

my nown comyng prayng yow hertly to certifye me,
by comers bitwen, suche tidings as ye shal have in
thos partiez , with othre your good pleasir to be per
fourmed at my power, as knoweth oure Lord, to whom
I biseche to ever have your in his blissed proteccion
and keping.

Wrytenat Shirrifhoton, the xxiiij. day of Januare

Your trew brodir
, wich prayth you hertely to

excuse me to the KingsH eghnesse.

R. SALISBURY



TH E P
‘

A S TON LET T E R S .

A.D. 1458, 2 8 Jan.
—

. AGNES PASTON.

[From Fenn, i . I42 .]

'Erund
'

s to Londonof AugnesPaston, In: xxw
'

zj . (lay of
j ennr e, t/ze yer of Kyng Henry t/ze S ext, xxxvj .

prey Grenefeld to send me feythfully word,
by wrytyn,who Clement Paston hath do his
dever in lemyng. And if he hathe nought
do well, nor wyll nought amend, prey bym

that he Wyll trewly belassch bym , tyl he wyll amend ;
and so ded the last maystr, and the best that ever he
had,

‘

att Caumbrege. And seyGrenefeld that if he
wyll take up Onbym to brynge hym in to good rewyll

and lemyng, that I may verily know he doth hysdever;
I wyll geve bym x.

,
marcs forh yslabor, for I had lever

he wer fayr heryed than lost for defaute.

Item
, to

i

se who many gownys Clement hathe ; and
the

’

that be bar, late hem be reysyd. He bathe achort

[a snor t] grene gowne , and achort musterdevelers1

gowne, wer never reysyd and achort blew gowne that
wasreysyd, and mad of a syde gowne , whan I was last .

at London and asyde russet gowne, furryd with bevyr ;
was mad this tyme ij. yer ; and asyde murry gowne
wasmad this ryme twelmonth.

I tem
,
to do make me vj. sponys, of viij. ounce of

troy wyght, well facyond and dubbyl gylt.
And sey Elyzabe t Pastonthat she must use byr selfe

to werke redyly, asother jentylwomendone, and sum

what to helpe hyr Selfe ther with.

I tem, to pay the Lady Pole xxvjs. viijn
'
. for

byr bord.

And if Grenefeld have do wel hysdever to Clement,
or wyll do hys dever, gefie bym the nobyll.

AGNES PASTON.

1 S ee p. 134 , Note I .
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A.D . 145 8, 1 Feb.

WILLIAM BOTONER TO SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, i . I
Fennstates that he has om itt ed , as of no consequence , the first part of this
le t te r re lating to the hold ing of some courts and some other law mat te rs
where inYe lver ton, Fy long ley, and otherswere concerned.

To my rygnt worsfiypf ul masfer , S ir j ounFarm/j :

GHT worshypfull Sir, and my ryght gode
maister, I recomaund me to yow ynmy full

humble wyse. Please yow to wete, as to

nouveltees here both 1 Christofr Barker wryt
e th to you more along.

The Kyng came the last weke to Westminster, and
the Duk of Yorke came to London with hys oune

housole oulye to the nombre of cxl . hors, as it ysseyd ;
the Erle of Salysburye with iiijQ [400] hors yII hys
companye, iiij

xx [f ourscor e] knyghtsand sq ers.

The Duke of Somerset came to London last day of

Janyver wi th ij
C [z oo] hors, and loggyth wythoute

Temple Barre, and the Duc of Excestr shalle be here
thysweke with a grete felyshyp and strong, as it ys
seyd .

The Erle ofWarwyke ysnot yhyt com, because the
wynde ysnot for bym .

And the Duke of Excester takyth a grete displesir
that my Lord Warewyke occupyeth hys office , and

takyth the charge of the kepyng of the see uppon

bym.

I tem,
as for tydyng of beyend

2

see, I hyre none cer

teyn, but that the Frensh Kyng
2
shulde hafe maryed

hys doughter to the Kyng of Hungerye,
3 whych had

1 The modern version inFenn reads here being .

"

Char lesVI I.
3 LadislausV.

,
who died on the 2 3d Novembe r 1 45 7 , whenon the po int of

marriage with Magda len, daughter of Char lesVI I. of France . He IS be

lie ved to have beenpo isoned.
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the descomfytur uppon the Turks, and the seyd Kyng

ys decesed wythynne thys vj. wekes, or the spouselle

was made ; but he ordeyned or he dyed that the

Frensh Kyngs doughter shuld be named Quene of

Hungerye duryng hyr lyfi
'

e .

Rygt worshypfull Sir, I beseche the blessed Trinite
hafe yow ynhys gouvernaunce.

Wrete at London, the fyrst day of Feverzer, anno

36 R. H . VI .

Moreover
,
please you to wete that William Canyngs

the merchaunt wryteth an aunsuer of your lettre. I
trust it shall be the better for your wrytyng.

My brother promytted me a certeyn somme when I
maryed, and I shall hafe it of my suster yfi

”

I may.

Your humble servaunt te,
W . BOTONEE, a

’

z
’

t WORCESTYR .

3 14 .

A.D. 1458 [Feb. ]—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phil lipps, 9735, No .

WILLIAM BOTONER '

r o S IR JOHN Fasr ou r
.

You shal l know the governance here on Pastou
’
s coming to

you be tter thanI canwr ite . The King isgone to Berkhamstead ,
and it is said my Lords Somerse t, Exete r, Clifford, and Egre

mont, that rode uponThursday last to the King, they come again

to London; and the Lo rd of Northumberland is come to the

King at this t ime afi er the Lords’ departing out of Londonw ith
3000 or 4000 people, as it is said, but all toke (P) to a good peace,
and reconysances made to keep the peace in great sums t ill

Michaelmas, that in the mean time to make a throw peace final
by means of all the Lords.

” JohnVyncent of Bentley was at

the Priory of Lewes in Sussex thisweek
,
and says that sixty sail

of Frenchmen were sail ing be fore the coasts, keeping the sea.

The Lord Fauconberg is at Hamptonwith his navy. Edmund

Clere of the King
’
shouse hasheard from a soldier of Calais that

Crowmer and Blakeney is much spoken of among Frenchmen.

The King
’
s safe conduct is not holden but broken, as it is

voiced he re, and that w ill do no good to merchants t ill it be
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amended. Figsand raisins are dear at ISJ . the croc “wherte

at 103 . the qr.
,
malt sr. Remains here awaiting for the com[ing

o f your] Officersof Castlecombe to bring up your money. Expects

to send £40 by Master Paston. (Mutzlated at tile

f l
‘

he King was at Be rkhm stead In the end of June and beginning of July
1 450 : also on the d March 145 3 ((from Reading, whither he re turned Imme

diate ly ) ; also inFebbruary and March 1 45 8 (from 20th February to 13th
March). This let ter must

ry
have beenwr itteninFebruary 1458.

A.D . 1458, 1 5 March .

JOHN BOOKING TO SIR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Fenn, i .
“ 5 le t ter re lates to the temporary reconciliat ion efi

'

ected be tween the
Lords of the Opposite parties In the sprmg of 1458.

To my Maz
'

rier Fasto/f , at Cestr e, inbask.

YKE it your maistership to wyte that
,
as for

tidings, the Counsell is, the fornone, at the
Blake Frires, for the ease of resort ing of the
Lordys that are withinne the toun and at

afternone at the White Frirers in Fletstrete, for the
Lordiswithowte the toun and all thing shall come
to a good conclusionwith God is grace, for the Kyng
shall come bidre this weke, and the Queue also, as

some men sayn, and my Lord Buk,
1
and Stafford 2

with hire, and moche puple.

My Lord of Caunterbury takith grete peyne up on

bym daily, and will write un to yow the certeynte of

suche tidings as falle ; and shuld have doon or this
tyme, saf for that he wolde knowe an end Of the

matter.

O ther tidings here are none , sauf my Lord of Ex

cestre 3 isdisplesid that the Erle of Warwykshal l kepe
1 Humphr ey S tafford, Duke of Buckingham .

Henry S tafi
'

ord. Ear l of S tafford, grandson of Buckingham, who suo

ueeded him In the Dukedom In 1460.

Henry Hol land, Duke of Exe ter.
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A D. 1 458, 1 June.

JOHN JERNYNGAN To MARGARET PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
The en ement at sea descr ibed in this le tt er is dated by Fabyanon

Trinity Sun ay or Monday 1458.

Unt .z my ryg/i t wurcfizpfull Cosyn, Mag gi Pasfon, i/zz
'

s

lettr e be deZyver ea
’
inkaste.

GHT wurchipfull and my moste beste be
loved maystres and cosyn, I recommaund

me unto you as lowly as I may, evermor

desyring to here of your gode welfar ; the
whiche I beseche Almyz thy Jesus to preserve you and

kepe you to his plesur, and to your gracious herts
desyre.

And yf it plese you to here Of my welfar, I was in
gode hele at the makyng of this lettre, blessed be God .

Prayng you that it plese you for to send me word
yf my fadyr wer at Norwiche wi th you at thisTrenite
Masse or no, and how the matyr dothe be twene my
Maystres Blawnche Wychynham and me, and yf ze

sopose that it shall be brought a bowte or no ; and

how ze fele my fadyr, yf he be wele wyllyng thereto or

no prayng you lowly that I may be recomaund lowly
unto my maystres, Arblastres wyfe, and unto my
Maystres Blawnche, her dowz ther, specially.

Ryght wurchipfull cosyn, yf it plese you for to her
of suche tydingsaswe have her, the basset [embassy ]
of Burgoyne schall come to Calleys the Saturday 1 eftyr
Corpus Christi day, as men say v. hondred horse of

hem. Moreover, onTrenite Sonday,
2 inthe mornyng,

came tydings unto my Lord of Warwyke that ther
were xxviij

t° sayle of Spaynyards on the se , and wherof

1 June 3d May a8th.
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ther was xvj. grete schippis of forecastell and then
my Lord went and manned fyve schippis of forecastell,
and iij. carvells, and iiij. spynnes and on

the Monday,
1
on the mornyng eftyr Tremite Sonday,

we met to gedyr afore Caleis, at iiij. at the clokke in

the mornyng, and fawz thet gedyr t ill x . at the clokke

and ther we toke vj. of her chippis, and they
slowe Of oure men aboute i and hurt
a ij. hondred of us ryght sore and ther wer slayne on

theyr parte abowte xij
xx [twelve scor e], and hurt a v .

hondred of them.

And haped me, at the fyrste abordyng of us, we toke
a schippe of iij° [300] ton, and I was lefte therinand

xxiij. menwith me ; and thei fawz the so sor
2 that our

men wer fayne to leve hem,

3
and then come they

and aborded the schippe that I was in, and ther I was
taken

, and was prisoner with them vj. houris, and was
delyvered agayne for theyr menthat wer takenbeforne .

And asmensayne, ther wasnot so gret a batayle upon
the se this xl. wyntyr. And for sothe, we wer wele
and trewly bette ; and my Lord bathe sent for mor

scheppis, and lyke to fyz the to gedyr agayne inhaste.

Nomor I write unto you at this tyme, but that it
plese you for to recomaund me unto my ryght reverent
and wurchipfull cosynyour husband, and mynownkll

Gournay, and to myn awnte his wyfe, and to alle

gode maysters and freudswhere it schall plese yow
and eftyr the writyng I have from you, I schall be at
you inalle haste.

Wretyn on Corpus Christi day in gret haste, be
your owne umble servant and cosyn,

JOHN JERNYNGAN.

3 May 29 th.

3 “
for

"

in Fenn: seemingly a printer's error, as the word is sore
”

in
the mode rnversion.

3 Here. according to Fenn, the words and go the occur inthe original,
struck out.
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A .D . 1458 ? [2 7 Aug ]
HENRY WYNDESORE To JOHN PASTON .

[From Fenn, i.
At the date of this le t ter, S ir JohnFastolf must have been InNorfo lk, and
Wi l liam Worcest er In London. From the time that the former went into
N orfo lk In 1454 , al l the end of the year 145 7 , Worc ester seems generally to

have resided wi th him ; but Inthe beginning of 1458 he was inLondon, and
it appears b the Cast lecombe MSS . (Add. MS 2 8, 9 08, B .M. 42)
tha t he was hold ing courts at Cast lecombe -inWi ltshire In une and uly of
that year, and that, InNovembe r of the same yw , he and astolf were bo th
toge ther in London. I t is probable ther efore that he was in London In
August. be fore Fastolf had come up. Indeed . he appears not to have re

turned to Norfolk ti l l January fo llowing ; so that In t he m ight q uite
we l l have devoted himse lf to the study of l' rench in e expectation of a
lengthened stay.

7 b my fir]! speciall gode Ma ister
, j o/mPaston.

ORSHIPFULL Sir , and my full speciall goode
maister, after humble recommendacion, please
it you to understand that such service as I
can doo to your plesir , as to myn under

standyng, I have shewed my diligence nowe thisshorte
seasonsithenyour departyng, and in especial l aboute
suche a copie of a foundacion as your maistership
commaunded me to gete you a c0pie of, of the which
I sende unto you at this tyme, by my broder William
Worcestre, iij. copieswri ten by Luket, because I had
no leisir

, but somoch besems in se ttyng forth my
Maistr of the Rolles.

1 At this tyme, and in all this
Kyngsdeies, ye can have noon Oder accordyng any
thing to your entent.
And as for the names Of the Poles,

2 William hath
more wrytyng than ye and I coude fynde, foundonby
labor made by bym and me. And also, Sir, he hath
caused me to examynolde and mony records, wr iten
by some Frenshman, concernyng the mamour of Ded

1 Thomas de Kirkeby.

3 Apparent ly Wi lliam Worceste r was examining the pedigree of the De la

Poles, ancestors of the late Duke of Sufib lk
,
who had d isput ed with Fastol f

the r ight to the manor 0
‘
Dedham.
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A.D . 1458, 1 Sept—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M.]

Writ of para procured by Thomas Howes, clerk, of Castre,
against John Wyndham , Thomas Danye ll of Rys ng Castle,
Edmund Bukenham of Snyterton, Robert Lethum o Wyttonby
B lofeld, S imon Gunnor of Estbekham , and sixteen o thers, for

maintaining a plea begunat Westminster without the King
’
swrit

by JohnAndrew of Beylom , Suffolk, against Howes, whom he

had maliciously procured to be indicted.

1 Sept . 37 Hen. VI .

On the backare tfie words: Manutenencia facta fuit iiijto die
Juili anno xxxvtO.

1 Dampna Clz
’

.

BOTONER To JOHN PASTON.

[From MS . Phillipps9735, No .

This let te r clear ly re lates to the subject of the preceding No.

To my Maz
'

sfer Paston.

IR, as I went to my horsward by LincolnCoke

ys place, byt fortuned that Wymondham and

H . Fenne talked to gedre, and called me by
my name, and both asked how my maister

2

fard, &c. ThenFen desyred me abyde to see astate
taked yn Lyncolnplace by bym boght of Markham.

In the meene tyme the seyd Wymondham sent hys
man to speke with bym ,

and yede yn talkyng of Sir

Thomas3 how he wille help labour to an ende, and

had spoke with Heydonyerstenefe for the seyd cause.

I seyd the cruell amerciementesby their labour, and the

[May P]not beneficed, shewed to grete amalice to undo a
preest innocent ynsuch a cause, 810. After my takyng

1 mD . 145 7 .

S ir JohnFastolf. Howes.
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leefe, he called me ageyn, and seyd that he desyred
Sir Thomas to be gode meene to my maister to hafe
affeccionto the chylde,&c. I aunsuerd, yfi

'

mymaister
had before the maryage be e. if my master
had beenapplie byt had[been]
moche esyer to bryng aboute thennow. And because
hys fadre was so maryed ayenst my maister wille, he
nevere wold hafe afi

'

eccion to bym all hys lyfe dayes.

He seyd that Thomas1 waswith hys modre ther she

duellyth, and yfl
'

it please mymaister to sende for hym
by Sir Thomasmeene, &c.

I . ensure yow by my soule I brake no mater to hym
but Of Sir Thomasundoyng, and hysadversariesnevere
the better

,
whych to my power wold help make it

knowento Lordes and all othyrs of the cruell amercie
mentes, the cruell juge to be knowen as he ys, for I
am of hys contrey, and know hysrysyng and maryages
aswell as hym sylfe. At ix. at clok to hors bake . I
pray yow breke my bille (P)

H. R.

ABSTRACT .

[From Add. Charter E.M. ]

ROLL OF THE PERSONAL AND OTHER EXPENSES OF JOHN
PASTON IN THE 36TH AND 37TH YEARS OFHENRY VI .

For dressand cloth
, various.

Liberat
’ hospitio ,

”

5 7 , 1 7s. 74.

“ Item, uxori et pueris
domi,

”

£8, l gs. 1d. Item , puerisCantabrig
’
cum v. marke

pe
'

r Weke
‘

ys,
”
t ors. Item ,

eisdem et sosiis(sic)suisinregard
’

,

4s. 2d. I tem , e isdem apud London,
” &c.

“ Item,
Henr

’
Bol te , capellano pro stipendio usque Pascha,

xxxvta
”
13s. 4d. Et 17 d ie Julii pro ij. 26s. 8d.

Expencaa forinsecae.

”
Pro fine Dom ino Regi facto quod

JohannesPastonnonsit m iles.

”
Expenseswith Munford at Thet

ford, as. Id.

“ Item,
in exem l ificatione Ecclesiae de Gresham ,

Magistro Bulman
, 3s. 8d. Item , expene

’

equorum Fastolf

1 Apparent ly ThomasFastolf.
2 F
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Norwici I) . Vic. et Alexand
’
apud Fom cet , 3s. 1d.

“ I teni ,

praesentat io angnellorum data 1811. To A lexander

com ing from Cambridge .

“ Item
,
in coltell is apud Dancaster

datis servientibus Fastolf et meis, 3s. 411. Glaz ing Chape l at

Mauteby, 10s.

“ Pro arrestatione Carroli Nowell apud Bury
septimanaMatthias,

”

3s. 8d . Expenses of Ball
’

shorse at Berk

wey for six weeks, 10s. Item, expenc
’
meae versus Snaylwel l

e t-redeundo de Bury,
”

5s. 4d .

“ Item, expene
’
Nor wici ad cess

’

hospic
’
existent

’
apud Heylysdon,

”
l 8d.

“ Item, expenc
’
mete

apud SWeynsthorp, 8d.

In Easter and Trinity terms.
—Paid to Will iam Wyrcester

equitanti super negotia maritagii sororis, 10s. For wine and
Spicewith Fortescu and Wentworth, 23d.

H ilary term—Lent to JamesArblaster at London
, 40s. Item ,

exequias Edmundi Paston,” 2s. 4d . To divers poor people of

Norwich for relief of their charge circa reparat ionem murorum
civitatis,” 7s.

A.D. 1 459 , 3 Jan.

ELIZABETH POYN INGS To AGNES PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
The wr iter of this le t t er 15 Agnes Paston

'

s daughte r Elizabe th , for whose
marriage , as we have se en, the re had beena good deal of negotia t ing in

y
ears (seeNos 70, 209 , and who hasnow become the wife of R0 rt

oymngs. As the 3d of January , the day onwhich this le tt er 15 dated, was
aWednesdayy , the yea r must be 1 459. The d of January did not fal l ona
Wednesday again t il l 1470, by which time bet h Paston and Robe rt
Poyningsmust have been married several years, as wil l be seen by No . 99

To
’

iny reg
-

71: wonky/f ull matier , Agnes Paston.

GHT worshipfull and mymost entierly belovde
moder, in the most louly maner I recomaund

me unto youre gode moderhode, besekeyng
you dayly and nyghtly of your moderly

blissing, evermore desiryng to her of your welfare and

prosperite, the which I pray God to cona and

encresce to your herts desyre. And yf it lyked your
gode moderhode to here of me and how I do, at the
makyng of this lettre I was in gode hele of body
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A.D. 1459, 5 March.

JOHN PASTON, THE ELDER SON , TO HIS FATHER .

[From Fenn, iii.

.

By Letter 325 followin it wil l be seen that the writer of this let ter had
g ivendisp leasure to his ather in the ear ly part of the year 1459 . There can
be no doubt that this le t ter refers to the same occasion.

To my rygizt wy rsebypf ul f adr e, j ob” P aston, Esguyer ,
be t/zys letz

‘
er deb/veryd inbasfy wyse.

orschypful Syr, inthe most lowly wyse,
I comaund me to yowr good faderhod, be
sechyng yow of yowre blyssyng. Mut it plese

yowr faderhod to remembre and concydre

the peynand hevynesse that it hath ben to me syn

yowr departyng owt of thys contre, here abydyng tyl

the tyme it please yow to schewe me grace, and tyl the
tyme that by reporte my demenyng be to yowr plesyng
besechyng yow to concydre that I may not, ner have
noo mene to seke to yow as I awght to do, and savyng
under thys forme, whych I besech yow be not take to
no dysplesur, ner am not of power to do any thynge in
thyscontre for worschyp or profyht of yow, ner ease of

yowt tenantyswhych myght and scholde be to yowr

pleasyng. Wherfor I besech yow of yowr faderly pyte

to tendre the more thys symple wryghtyng, as I schal
owt of dowght her after doo that schal please yow to

the uttermest of my power and labor ; and if ther be
any servyce that I may do if it please yow to comaund
me, or if y maye understonde it, I wyl be as glad to do
it asany thyng erthely, if it wer any thyng that myght
be to yowt pleasyng. And nomor, but Allmyghty God
have yow inkepyng.

Wretynthe v . day of Marche.

By your older sone,
JOHN PASTON.
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324 .

A.D. 1459, 13 April .—ABSTRACT.

[From MS . Phi llipps, 9 735, No . 254 ]

FASTOLF TO JOHN PASTON AND S IR THOMAS

HOWES, PARSON OF BLOFELD .

Asyou desire me towrite letters to certain lords,&c. on such

mattersasye bethnow to Londonfor,
’
and asyouknow best what

it would be most expedient for me to wr ite, I send my servant
GolynNewman to you with my signet sealed ina little leather

bag, under a. Signet of a ram , that you andWil liam Jenney, or two
o f you, may make out letters inmyname asyou thinkfit, keeping
copies of those you write . WhenS ir Thomascomeshome again,
let him bring backmy signet sealed under your signets and the

copiesyou have sent. And also peradventure I might aswell
wr ite to them that benaway as to those that beenpresent . And

among others ye may say to my nephew, .Henry Filon ley, I
trust right greatly inmy Lord Treasurer

’

sgood Lordship t at he

will be my good Lord
’

ssupporter to me inmy right .
”

Castre, 13th April 37 Hen. VI .

(Szgnaz
‘
ure not Fastolf : own.)

A.D . 1459 , 29 April.
MARGARET PASTON TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i. 1 74 ]
The only years during the married life of John and Margare t Paston

(except when their e ldest sonwas ame re child), Inwhich the Sunday
ing AscensionDay fe ll some t ime be fore the roth of May , were 1456 and 1459.

In the former year the King could not e ithe r have beenor have Intended to
be at Le icester onthe roth of May. In 1 459 the Pr ivy Sea ls show tha t he
was at Northamptonon the 1 4th, 1 8th, and 19 th of May. and it is quit e pos
sible he may have be en at Le iceste r on the 10th. In 146 Edwar d IV. was

at Le icester in May , and the Sunday be fore AscensionDay was the 6th of
May but it isnot robable thisle t t er waswri t teninthat ear , for two reasons.
In the first p lace , ar

g
are t Past on could hard ly have oped for an answer

from her husband—w 0 may be presumed to have been in London—in t ime
to have sent his son to be at Le Iceste r on the roth ; second ly , Le t ter 323 ,
which is evidentl of the same ear as this, would probably have beensigned,
“ JohnPaston, la”

Knig t).
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7 710 my ry t/z worsebopj
'

zz/bbossebrmd, j o/mPas/on, in

THE worchepfwl hosbond, I recommawnd

me onto yow. P lesyth
'

you to wete that on
Thorisday last was ther wer browt unto this
towne many Prevy Selis, and onOf hem was

indosyd to yow, and to Hastynggs, and to fyve or

sexe odyr
'

gentylmen and anodyr was sent onto yowr
sone, and indosyd to bym selfe alone, and asynyd

wythinne wyth the Kynggys howynhand, and so wer

hwt . fewe that wer sent , as it was told me ; and also

ther wer mor specyal termys in hys then wern in
oderys. I sey a copy of thoo that wer sent onto Odyr

gentylrnen. The intent of the wrytyng was, that they
sshuwlde be wyth the Kyngg at Leycester the x. day
of May, wyth as many personys defensebylly arayid
as they myte acordyng to her degre, and that they
schwld bryng wyth hem for her expensys for Ij. mony
this. As for the lettyr that was indosyd to yow and

to Odyr, it was delyv eryd to Welyam Yelvyrton, for

ther aperyd no mor of the remwlawnt. Hastynggs is

forthe into Yorke schyr.

I prey yow that ye vowchesaf to send word inhast
how ye wyl that yor some he demenyd herin. Men

thynkher, that ben yowt wel wyllerys, that ye may no
lesse do thanto send hym forthe. As for hysdemenyng,
swnye departyd, in god feythe, it hath ben ryth good ,
and lowly, and delygent inn ovyr sythe Of yowre ser

vawntys, and odyr thinggys, the whiche I hope ye
wold abe plesyd wyth, and ye had he at born. I hope
he wyl be well demenyd to plese yow heraftyrward.

He desyryd Alblaster to bemene 1 to yow for bym,
and

was tyte hevy of hys demenyng to yow, as I sent yow
word also be Alblaster, how I dede to bym aftyr that

ye wer go and I beseche yow hartyly that ye woche

1 To be mean, i. e. , to be a mediator. Fenn has not apprehended the

phrase, which he hasmode rnised
“
to bemoan.

“



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


T H E P A S T ON L ET T E R S .

a laquelle vostre desir vouldroit l
’
onneur des deux

pars, et de laquelle matere le porteur de cestesvous
informera, et desnouvelles de pardeca s

’

il vit a voz

bonS plaisirs. Rt vouldroye bienque vous et mondit
frere Jehana Bernay voulsissez communiquer avecques
la personne aqui la matere touche, et que je peusse
savoir son entente, affm dy otemperer, car je luy voul

droye faire plaisir et service ,
car je y suis tenu, et la

chose sera enpartie reglee par vouset parmondit frere,
mais je veil estre le tiers, et une autre personne sera le
quart. Treschere et treshonnoure Sire , je vous recom
mande tout mon fait de pardela, et sy faiz je la petite
Mar ie, pour laquelle je vousmercie, et especiallement
ma damoiselle vostre fame et noble espouse, et me des

plaist de la grant paine et charge que avez pou1 elle
mas D ieu me doint grace que je le puisse aquicter.

Priant nostre Seigneur qui soi t garde de vous, et vous
doint bonne vie et longue, et joyeulx acomplissement

de touz voz desirs.
Escript a Calais

,
le xxvme jour de May.

Le tout votre serviteur,
OSBERNE MUNDEFORD .

A .D . 1459, 24 June.

W ILLIAM BARKER To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M

I t appears by the B ishops
’
Re st ers at Norwich that John Cle rkwas

institu ted to the living Of Rendl am on the 2oth June 1 59 on the King
’
s

presentat ion. This le t ter must have be enwritt enfour daysiater inignorance
of the fact. Cle rk’

5 predecessor was John Sybton, administrationof whose
goodswas granted on the 1 9 th May

To myn ryg/zt wors/zypf ul/[m]aysfer , f obn Pasfon, a!

London
, atte tbe Z emple.

LEASE youre maystership that as to morwen
a newe z

'

nquz
’

r emz’um shal be takenat Wye
ham Markette for the parsonage of Rendeles
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ham for one Mayster JohnClerke, a chapeleynOf the

Lady Roos and Sir Thomasl shuld a ben there,
but he is hurte of an hors

,
and also hit

‘

wasso late

warnyng that we myght not ben there ; and, as May
ster Stevenscyth, hit should no t a avayled, thow one

hadde bene there, and ellesI wold a labored thedermyn
self. But he seyth and if ] ye wold speke to myn
Lord Norwych, and enforme bym Of the trought of the
mater

,
he shal never presente ner inducte non tyl the

ryght of the patentes be discussed, and also we may
after wardes hald a melius Mayster
Stevenhath wreten to Sir John Bulmanall the tytles

and presentacions, and therefore, if hit please yow to

comonwith bym , ye shall understande all the mater by
hym how myn Lord is diposed. And [if ] Mayster
Robert Eppeswell is now at London, hit were shame
that they shuld have ther entent. Sir Phillip Went
worth groundeth not his presentacion by the patent,
but by the endenture a twyxt the wedewe and hym ,&c.

Myn mayster is as freshe as ever he was this ij.
yere, thanked be God. And youre mater that ye have
meved of to Sir Thomas for the porchase, &c. ,

myn

mayster isweel agreed therto, but fyrst hit was taken
strangely,&c. Almyghty Jesu preserve yow,

mynwor

Shipfull mayster, to youre desyre after his pleser and

youre trewe entent.
Hastly at Norwyche, on Seynt John Day, at Vij . of

the clokke at even. Youre owenman,
W . BARKER,

P er mandat T . H.

328 .

A .D. 1459, 3 July.
—ABSTRACT.

S IR JOHN FASTOLF To JOHN PASTON.

[From MS . Phillipps, 9735, NO 2

Hit
.

is to remember my cousin, JohnPaston, that where as
he desired to have the names of the new feoffment of the manor

1 Sir ThomasHowes.
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-

59 .

o f Dedham that William Geney might see to ground such matte:

uponas m ight be for the surety Of the said manor, I sent a copy
o f the said feo ffment by John Daunson the last week.

”
Gives

Other points o f informat ionasked for. Has caused the patent to

be written and sealed for Rauff A lygh
’

s fee. Paston is to over
see the evidences of Fastolf

’

s tenement by S t . O lave
’
s Church,

which one Laurence Donne has summoned . Philip Grocer on

LondonBrioge is a great maintainer of Donne . As to the mat

tersmoved by S tephenScrope and Richard Byngham has lately
writtenby Dannson

“
to my said cousin and to William Yelver

tonOf his intent, and giventhem ful l power to appoint with them.

(S ignature not bis own. )
Castre , . 3 July 37 Hen. VI.

Would l ike Pastonand Hue at Fenne to see a speed ier mean

for the recovery of the 300 marks adjudged to Fastolf to be
received of the Lady Fulthorp for the ward of ThomasFastolf.

329 .

BetweenA.D. 1 454 and 1459 .

JOHN, LORD LOVEL, TO VISCOUNT BEAUMONT .

[From Fenn, i.
The writer of thissucceeded to the barony of Love l In 1454, and marriedJane , th e daughter of John, first Visc ount Beaumont , the pe rsonaddresse d .

As Beaumont was slainat the bat t le of Nor thamptonon the 10th July 1460
this le t ter cannot be later than 1 459, but may be some years ear lie r .

Tamy n
'

glzt wors/zz
'

pfid l , and my moost best beloved Lord Fadre,
my Lord B eaumont.

Right worshipfull and my moost best beloved Lord Fadre , I.

recomaunde me unto youre good Lordship. Please it yow to

wit , I have consayvid your writyng right well , and for asmoche

as ye desure the st iwardship of Baggeworth for youre wilbe loved

Thomas Everyngham, which y trowe verely be right a good and

a feithfull gentilman. How be it , my Lord, youre desure shall

be had inall that is inm e ; and at the instaunce of your Lord
ship, y by th

’
avise of my counceil l, shall gyf it bym inwr ityng

undre suche fourme asshall please yow, wheryn y wold be glad

to doo
\
that at m ight please youre good Lordship, prayng yow

right hertly ye wold be myn especiall good lord and fadre inall

suche [matters] as ye can thynk shuld growe to my worship OI

profite inany wise, asmy synguler trust ismoost in yow . And

y alwey redy to doo yowe servyse with Coddes grace, who have
yow, my right worshipfull and my moost best be loved Lord
Padre , ever inH is blessid kepyng.

Writte nat Rotherfild Gray, the xxiiij. day of Jayle, &c.
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3 3 1.

A .D . 1459
- m BRACKLEY To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

NO signature appears to be attached to this le tt e r as Fenn has printed it,
but the sty le is unmistakeably that of B rackley , to whom he at tributes it.

The ori al was endorsed inan ancient hand , accord in t o Fenn,

“
Litt ers

frat ris oct oris Brackley quam pate t Jo . Fastolf va de deside rasse pre
sentiam consan ci 5 111 o. Paston.

”
The date seems to be short ly before

S ir JohnFasto 5 death, which happened on the sth November 145 9.

7 2) my Mayster , j ou Pomona, Esgwyer , oe t/u
'

s ld fer

rent mayster, &c. , assome as ze may
good ly, comyth to Castre, and Z elverton

l wi th
zow, and z e think it to be done and sendyth

home zowr menand hors, tyl ze haf do here,
&c. And by grace of God and zour politykwisdham ,

ze schal conclude more effectually in gret matyers Of
substans, to my maysterys

2
and zour worschip and

profyt e. It is hey ryme he drawyt fast home ward,
and is t yte lowe browt , and sore weykid [weakened ]
and feblyd, &c. And z e must bryng with zow a forme

Of a supplicacyonmade at London inwhat maner wyse
Mr R. Popy, a cunnyng and a crafty man, schal pre
sentyn and purposyn to the Kyng for the inmorteys
ing of Castre to Seynt Benet, &c. ,

which he promittyd
up [promised upon] a certeynmony,&c. , and undirt oke

it, &c .

,
and fond that tyme no homys in the matere,

&c. And now he seyth he wil labour and ryde and

do hise part, &c. And he wold haf me to help bym ,

&c.
, quod non or elles amanof credensof my

masterys, &c. , quod dubito fieri, &c. God bryng zow

sone hidyr, &c. , for I am weri tyl ze come.

Sir Thomas the parson, zowr owne most trewe, &c. ,

be myn trewthe, and I zour bedeman and zowrs at

zour comaundement
, inzour letter haf no more towchid

Of the mater, &c. , to mymayster
, &c. Every day this

1 Wil liam Yelverton. Sir JohnFastolf.
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v. dayeshe seyth,
“ God send me some my good cosyn

Paston, for I holde bym a feythful man, and ever on
man.

”
Cui ego, that issoth,

”&c. Et ill e, schewme

not the mete, schew me the man.

” Haec verba repli
cat saepiuscum magno stomacho,&c. ColinusGallicus1

dicit in Jernemuta et aliis locis se esse executorem ,

&c. Dixit etiam heri coram plur ibus, si semel fuerit
London’ nunquam vult videre Norfolchiam,&c. D icit
etiam, ubi executores credunt se habiturosclaves,&c .

,

post mortem alii habebunt claves, ita bene sicut illi,
&c. Falsissimus est, et ego bene dixi in partem suam

inter ipsum et me, &c. Propter Deum,
faciatis Spir

lyng venire juxta promissum in f
’

eu [j adum P] , &c.

Gall iens ipse maxime Odit rectorem et vellet supplan
tare cum , &c. I tem,

valde desiderat suum
,
quietus

est quia absit, &c.
Henricus Todyham continue aspirat post mortem

magistn
'

cum mille habeat oculos nocendi, &c. , si

quorum duosdeperderit, nullus caeteros timeret,&c.

A.D. 145 9, 3 Nov.

WILL OF Sm JOHN FASTOLP .

[From PastonMSS E.M. ]

This document is printed from the original draft , inwhich a me e t part
of the tex t has been crossed out , and other paragraphs substituted in the

margin. The passages thus cance lled are enc losed wi thin bracke ts wi th

ast erisks. Those substitu ted for them or inse rt ed ina later hand are printed
ina paral le l column onthe right. The passages bracketed without aster isks,
and also the dot ted spaces, are lost by mut ilation.

In the name and the wurship of the holy, blyssydfull Trynite

[in the year] of our Lord Jesu Crist , M1CCCCLIX . , and

inthe xxxviij. yeer of [our soueraynKyng] of Englonde and of

Praunce , Herry the Sexte, the iij. day of the moneth [of] Novem
bre ,

’ I
,
JohnFastolf Of Castre , be Gret Jernemuth, of the counte

of [Norfolk] , Knyght, beynge ingood remembraunce, albe it I am
syhly and thorwh age infeb[led], bryngyng to mende and Often

1 B thisnameWilliamWorcester is intended.

3 The date was original ly the xi ii i. day of the moneth Of June. ”
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revo lvynge in my soule how thisworld is tra and how,

amongsal l e[r]the ly thynges that ispresent or for to come
,
there is

noe thynge in this onstable world so serteyn to creature of man

kende as is departynge out of thisworld be dethe, the soul e from

the wr echyd body ; and noo thynge erthely so onserteyn as the

oure and tyme of deth—Therefore I, wi llynge and desyr inge that

o f suche goodes of substaunce worldl y, m evabill and
o

onmevable,
that God of h ise bounteuous grace bathe sent me in my l if to

dispose and ocupye, that they be disposed as it may be thowght

best for the belthe of my soule and to the plessaunce of God ,

and also for the relyf , soccour, and helpe Of the sonlez that I am
most oblygid and bounde to purveye and doo for

,
as the

soule Of JohnFastolf my fadyr, Dame Mary, doutyr Of N icholas

my mod ir, and the soule of Dame Milcent , mywif
’f
,

the dautyr of [S ir Robe rt] Tibtot, knyght, and for the sonlez of

o thyr of myn kynsefolke and special l frendes

here undir wretyn,
— I ordeynand this my last will

in fourme and maner folwyng

’

[i rst, Iw ill and ordeyne that,
if it plese our e sovereynge lord

Kynge Herry the Sexte, or hese

heyre Kynges, for the longe con

tynwyd servise be me in the

daye of streng the and helthe

of my body, to bym and to the

noble Kynge Herry the Forthe
and Herry the F ifte, hise pro
genitoris, and to hise noble

uncles John Duke O f Bedford ,
Thomas Duke of Clarence ,
whill they were in the wer rys

of oure seyd sovereyng Lordand
h ise noble progenitorys forse id,
in P raunce and Normandy as

in cuntreez and othyr placis,
consederynge my many gret

labourys, peynis, and perilis in

the seyd servise of oure sove
reynLord and hise noble

geni tOris forseyd, and
Ihise

pleynty uous grace withoutyn

ony othyr Of myn

executores namyd inmy testa

ment, or ellys for a resonable

sume of [money] whiche oure

seyd sovereynLo rd owith me,

or inothir wise
,
or be ony othyr

Fz
'

rste
,
Forasmyche as for the

welfare of my soul e and of the

soules forseyd, and for ese ,

support , and helpe of the po re

inhabitantes in the cuntre o f

Plegge, and for to avoyde that

noo lord nor gret astat shuld

inhabit in tyme comyng with

inne the gret mancion be me

late edified and mot id inCastre

forse id, I have of long tyme

beeninpurpose to stabl ishe and

founde a collage withinne the

seyd gr et mancion, and 5 00 to

purveye that suche as I lovyd
and thought behoffefull for the

seyd cuntre ,and thatnoonothyr,
shulde inhabite intheseyd man

cionwith the coll ens of the

seyd collage : Ther or, and for

the sengul er love and trust that
I have to my seyd cosyn John
Paston, [abov]e al l othyr,beyng
in veray be leve that he wil l

execute my wil l here in, I will
and ordeyne, as he and I have
covinauntyd and beenaccordyd
that he shall , with

’

inne reson

able tyme aftyrmydeseas, founde
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l ishid in the seyd collage, wi th

the seyd priour and vj. religeous
men, ever to endure, for to prey
for my soule and for the sonlez
of my fadir and my modir, and

Of al l my kynsefolk and ~

good

doeres, and for the sonlez of

the : blissyd memorye Kynges
forseyd, Herry the Forthe and

Herry the Fifte, and the seyd
noble Dukys, and for the good

astat and prosperite of oure

sovereyn Lord durynge hese

the seyd Paston, hise hey
hisassigneez , shal l requyre hem,

or ony Of hem. And the seyd

John Paston seyd

collage shal bere and ye to

my beho fl , towardes thi pay
mentys of my de ttes and o thir

thynges, be my present will

assygnid to be do, mlmlmlml.

[4000] mark, in suche fourme

and at suche tyme as in thismy

present will

here aftir folwyng
lyf tym e, and af tyr for hese

soule, and for all Cristeyn

soules, therefor to synge and sey dayli devyne servise and preyeris
in perpetuite ; and to be Of the orderis, profi

’

ession, Obedyence ,
and govem aunce o f the ordyr of S eynt Benet tes, and of the
same ordyr and professionasbeen the monkes of Seynt Benet tes
inHolme, inthe counte Of Norfi

’

olk, and shalbe stablyshid be the

good avyse of myn executorys And thoo feffeez forseyd, or here
assygnez, inmort eyse and graunte, or do been inmorteised and

grauntid, fefl
'

e sufficiently swyrly and lawfully to the seyd pryour

and religeous, [and to their] successores, the forseyd mancionand
dwellynge place, with the appurte[nances], sufficient,
swyr, and cleer lyflode of the for seyd lordshepismaneras
rentes, servisez , with here appurtenancez inCastre forseyd, and
in all othir placis lithe next the seyd mancion or

dwellynge place, for the sustenaunce [of the] seyd priour and

vj. rel igeous men and here successoris, here servauntis, and the

[seyd] vij. pore men: And for the chargys and reparacionis for

seyd, to the yeerly valew of thre hundryd markes starlyng over
all chargys; to have and to holde to the forseyd religeous men

and to here successoris for ever ; providid alwey that the seyd

priour and rel igeous men and here successorisbe boundenand

compellabill sufi
'

eciently in lawe be the discrecion of my seyd

executoris, to susteyne the forseyd vij. pore men contynwally,
suffeciently, and convenyently in all thyngis withinne the seyd

Collage for ever, and for to preye for the soulysafore seyd .]
[Item, Iwil l and graunte that if outhyr the forseyd licence and

graunte of oure seyd sovereynLord, or of hise heyre Kynges, or
the licence or graunt of ony othyr entresse in this be

halve be not lawefully, swyrly, and sufieciently
that thanne my seid executorysshall geve or do be gove to

of the monastery of S eyat Benettes Of Holme for seyd,
lyflode or mony competent seyd abot and covent or
here successorys, and my seyd executores shal accorde there in
be here wise discrecionis, for the indewement and sustec tacion

of vj. monkes in the seyd monastery and
,
vij. pore men in the
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same monastery, to prey for the soulys forseyd inperpetuite, to

be foundyd, susteynid, and kept, prov idid that the vj. monkes

forseyd be aumentyd abovynthe noumbre Of monkes of here ferst

fundacion, and over the noumbre that they now use to kepe in

the seyd monastery, and that lawefull and agreable swyrte per

petualy be made be the avyse Of mynseyd executores, aswell for

the augmentacion, susteyning , and kepynge of the seyd vj.
monkys, as for the convenyent and suffecient sustentacion, fynd

yng , and kepyng of the seyd vij. pore men inperpe tuite, to proye

as isafore seyd .

[First D raft ]
[I t]em , I will and ordeyne

that all and singuler lordshepis,
maneres, loudes, and tene

m entes, [ren] tes, and servisez,
with here appurtenauncez , in

whiche ony pe1sone or personys

are fefl
‘
id in or have astat and

possessionto mynuse, inwhiche

sum ever counteez or townez the
seyd lordshepis,maneres, londes,
and tenementes, rentes, and ser

visez bein withinne the ream

o f Englond and that all the

forseyd and senguler lordshepys,
manerez , tenementes

,
rentes, and

servisez, with he re appur ten

aunce, in whi che ony person

or personys been intitlyd to

myn use be t he lawe, shul l be

sold be my seyd executoris, ex

cept manerez, loudes, and tene

mentes, rentes, and servisez,
wi th here appurtenauncez , as

shal l be morteysyd to the seyd

collag e, if the fundacionthereof

take effecte : And that the mony
of the sale or salys comynge be

d isposed be my seyd execu

tores in executyng of thys my
last wyll and testament , and in

o thyr dedes of alm esse as my
seyd executores be here dise re

cion shal seme best to plese

God for the belthe of my soul e

and for the soulysforseyd : And

t hat happe the fundacionof the
seyd co llage to take to noon

efi
’

ecte
,
nor the seyd collage

[Second B ra/Z ]
Item, I wyll , Ordeyne, and

graunte that all othir lorshepis,
manerez, londes,and tenementes,
rentes, and servisez , with here

appurtenaunce, in whiche ony

pe rsone or personisbeen fetfid

in, or have astat or possession,
or be intit lid to mynuse be the

lawe
, except the seyd manerez ,

loudes, and tenementes, rentes,
and se rv isez , with here appur

tenauncez , inthe shirez Of Norf

folk, Suf
’folk

, and Norwiche , in

the article next presedent speci

fied, shull be so ld be the seyd

Jot astonandThomasHowys,
ij. of myn executoris. And I

wil l, graunte, and ordeyne that

the seyd John and Thomas
,

and noon o thir while they leve,
shall have thesengler rewle,sale,
and disposecionOf all my loudes

forseyd, except before except,
and execucion of this my last
will and of every art icle there

in; and I wi l l that the se id John
and Thomas shall have all the

profitez and avaylez and emol

wements o f the seyd maneris,
loudes, and tenementes, rentes,
and servisez, with all othir

comod iteez thereof comyng, til
be them they be sold, and the
mony of the profites and salis
thereof comynge, be them to be
d isposed for the welfare of my
soule and Of the sonlez forseyd
duryng the lyf of the seyd John

2 6
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foundyd, that thami e the lord

shepis, loudes, and tenementes,
rentes, and servise , wi th here

appurtenancez, whi che shul bee

assygnid to the seyd morteys

yng, also shull be sold [be ma
executores, and the mony there

T H E P A S T O N LE T T E R S .

and Thomas; and in cas this

my wi ll be not executyd in

theyre [liv]es, that thanne the

execucion be thereof doon be

o thyr mynexecutores that aftyr
hem too shal have the mynis
tracionof my goodes.

of comyng to be disposed be

[myn] executores in executyng
and parformynge Of my will and

testament, and inothyr dedes of mercy, pite, and almesse as shal

seme best to my seyd executores for the sonlez afore seyd and

the soulys undyr wretyn ]
[Item, I wil l and ordeyne that my seyd executorisshul l take

and have all the issews, avaylez, profitez, and emolwementesof al l

and senguler lordshepys, manerez , loudes, tenementes, rentes,
and servisez forseyd, with here appur tenaunce, excepte be fore

except , to be geve to the seyd col lage, on to tyme they be sold

feithefully and trewly be my seyd executores; and on to tyme

that they that shall be purchasorysbe fe ithefull and trewe bar

geyne thereof made be twene hem and my seid executorys, shull

take and have the issewes, profitez , avayles, and emolwementes,
wi thoute fraude or male ingyne . And also I wyll and ordeyne that
my forseyd executoresshull take and have all the issewys, profitez ,
avayles, and emolwementesof all and senguler afornexcept 1

londes, tenementes, rentes, servisez, with here appurtenauncez ,
onto tyme and vj . religeousmenor here successoris, if the

forseyd admynistracion shull have and take Iawefull

and fe ithfull estat beforce of the
'

seyd inmorteys[yng ] , or ellys

that they be feithfully and trewly accordid with my seid execu

torys for the takyng and havyng of the issewes, profi ta ,
and

avayles, and emolwementeswithoute fraud or male ingyne . And

if the seyd inmorteysyng take noon e ffecte, I wi ll and ordeyne

that my seyd executores shull have and take all and senguler

issewys, profitez , avayles, and emolwementesOf the forseyd except

lordshepys, loudes, manerez, and tenementes, rentes, and se rvicez ,
with here appurtenaunces,

-tyl they be feithefully and trewly so ld

be my seyd executores,unto tyme that they that shalbe purchaso rys

thereof, be feitheful l and trewe bargayne be twene them and my
seyd executores thereof made, shull take thoo issewys, profitez ,
and avaylez, and emolwements thereof, wi thoute fraude or male

ingyne. And I will and ordeyne that my seyd executores shull

dispose all and senguler issewys, profitez , avaylez , and emolwe

mentes afomseyd for my soule, and for the soulys aforn reher

syd , as they shall seme beste to the plesure of God . ]
Item, forasmyche as it isseyd that dyverse personisof dyverse

desentes retende at this day to be next heneritere

z
'

u/zm
’

tor to me aftyr my deseas, where

we that no creature hathe ti tle or right to inheryte ony



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


45 2 THE P A S T ON L E T T E R S .

and hise successorys, Observe and kepe yeerly and perpetualy to

endure an annversary in the seyd parishe cherche for to preye

for the soule of my fadyr, JohnFastolf, Squyer, that lythe buryed
there in the seyd chyrche, with placebo and a

’
er z

'

gc and messe,

be note the v igy l and day of hese obit , with the noumbre of

prystes and clerkesaccordyng insuch a cause ; and for to susteyne

the kepyng of the seyd annversary, I will that be the avise of

myn executorys [before namyd]
1 that londes or teneme[ntes]

ordeynid to the yeerly valewe of m . , and

that to be inmorteis swyr to the seyd prioury or

parishe chyrche, oonly to susteyne and bere and chargys

of the perpetuall kepyng and susteyning of the seyd annversary.

Item , I will and ordeyne that if I have ony reliquis of Seyntes,
also suche ornamentes for the chirche, that I have left as vest
mentes, gar lementes Of sylke or velwet, Of robis, and my gownys,
that parcell of hem be yovin to the seyd monastery cherche of

Seynt Bene ttes, where I shal be buryed , to remayne for ornament

Of the chapell there be me late edified and also part Of hem to

be distrubited amonges the parishe chyrchis that be in suche

townes that I have ony lordshipis, manerez, londes, tenementes,
and rentes, provided that a resonable and a compe tent part of the

seyd reliquis and ornamentesbe kept and govyn to the seyd col

lage to be made at Castre, and this to be doon be the avise of

mynexecutoresbe fore namyd.
“

Item
,
I will and ordeyne that suche of my consanguinite and

kynred whyche be po re and have but litil substaunce to leve
by, that they be relevyd Of my goodes havyng
consederation to thoo that be nerrest Of my kynand of

A lso of here good disposecion too God ward and to me inhere

othir of my kyn, that a consyderacion be hadde

and yovyn to the relyf and prefer[ment] Of my cosyn Robert

Fitzraf, for hese good , trewe and long servise to m e doon and

contynwyd, and alsoo be resonof my consanguynite and kynred .

Item , I will and ordeyne that if ony persone make ony com

pleynt to myn executores that I have purchasyd ony taylid londes

be this my will ordeynid to be sold
,
8 and that thoo personys

that so compleyne doo sufiec iently and evydently prove and

shewe withoutyn ony collucion, fraude, or male ingyne suche

londes taylid thanne I will that the right beyrispurchase asbe
suche taylid loudes, if ony be in my ossessionor inmy fefi

'

eez

bandes, and that for a is t arme ony Oth ir persone
after the avyse and discrecion

'

Of the seid John Paston and

Thomas Howis, clerk, and where there be no lawefull answere
nor debarre Of the tayle.

‘

1 Inter lined by second hand.

9 bef or e namy d—These wordsare aninter lineationby another hand.

3 be th is my wi l l ordey m
’

d to be sold , inte r lined by anothe r hand.

4 a te r the avyse tay le.
—These words are aninter lineation by the
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Item, I will and ordeyne that the holy place of monastery and

abbathye of oure Ladyiz chirche of Langley, inthe diocise Of Nor

wiche, for my soule to be more specialy recommendyd, and also

for to kepe and susteyne , one day in the yeer, mynannversary
solempnely be note the m y and messe Of requyem for ever to
endure for the belthe of my soule and for the soule of DameMil
cent, my wif, the doutyr of Sir Robert Tibetot, Knyght, whiche

was Of the consanguynite and kyn to the foundorys Of the seyd

monastery, and she owyng a senguler afi
'

eccionand love Of devo
cion to the preyeris of that place, that the Abot and Covent have
a reward and a remuneracionof my mevable goodesaftyr the dis

crecionof mynexecutores before namyd.

Item, I will and ordeyne that be the avise Of myn executorys

before namyd, that prevecion and ordenaunce be made that the

Obit and annversary may be yee rly inperpetuite kept withplacebo
and denye and messe of requiem
benote for the soule Of Dame

Mary, my mod ir, in the chirche

OfAttilburgh, [and a fundacion
of amesse there

,
or inothyr con

venyent place to be morteysid,
for ever to seye and preye for

here soule and for here auncet

ryez aftyr the discrecion of myn
executorys.]

[Second D raf t ]
and that oonof the monkisor

pristes inthe collage be me or o

deynid inthe mancionof Castre

forseid shall synge specialy in

perpetuite for the soule of my
modir and all here auncestryez,
and good dooerys.

Item,
I will and ordeyne that it be provided be mynexecutores

before namyd a reward as a yefte be made to the chapell of S eynt
Jorge in the Gastill of Wyndishore, and to the collagyens of the

same collage for to have my soule recomendid amonges

with an annversary to be kept yeerly and perpetualy amonges

hem withplacebo and [a
'

er clge and] messe of requyem be note.

1

Item, I will, ordeyne, and

comaunde that myn[executores [Second
’
D raf t ]

a11d] 2 fefl
'

eez
*

porsewe lawfully be the avise Of mynexecutores
my right and title that I have before namyd
in xxv . marke of yee rly rente,
with al l the areragisthat Of right

and concience is dewe to my fe ffeez fefi
'

yd there in to mynuse to

dispose for my soule helthe chargyd and payable out of amaner in

Hiklyng, callid Nethyrhalle,wi th the priour and covent ofHiklyng
for the tyme beyng, be boundenand astrict be wryt ing undyr here
covent sealysto paye yeerly. And on lyke wise I wyll that pursewt
be made be Parlement or othyrwise lawefull for redressyng Of the
wrong doon to me in the maner of Bradwell, in the hundrid of
Lodynglond in Suffolk, whiche I purchasid trewly, and hadde a

lawefull astat in the same maner, asmynevydence woll shewe of
record, xl . yeer past ; and for to redresse the wrong full entre

1 wi l l: anannversa ry
—note, erased. 9 Erased.
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doon a my fefi
'

eez in the maner of Dedham Ne thir

halle byWillyam, late Duke of SufiIolk], aswell as for thewrong
full entre eftsonys and late made u

p
on sert eyn personys felTyd

to mynuse in the seyd maner, now 0 latter tyme And that myn

executores doo dewly here deligence aboute the recovery and

getyng ageynof the seyd manerez, Iond[es] , and tenementes and
rentes above seyd of my goodes to be born.

Item , I will and ordeyne that the wardeynand the procutoris
for the tyme beyng of the parishe chirche of Seynt Oloff inSuthe
werk

, be London Brege, beyeng to the use of the seyd chi rche

of Seynt 0103, be preferryd, inbeyeng and purchasyng of myn

executorysbefore namyd, a tenement wi th awarfl
'

thereto longyng,
set be the seyd chirche , callyd the Bukheed, before ony man

, and

for a lesse valewe than it isworthe withine the sum of xx/z
'

.

Item, I wi ll that a convenyent stoon of mathill and a flat

fygure,
'

aftyr the facion o f anarmyd man
,
be made and gravyn in

the seyd stoon in latonin memoryall of my fadyr, JohnFastolf,
Squyer, to be leyd upbn hese toumbe in the chape ll of Seynt

N icholas, in the parishe chirche of Jernemuth, and wi th my
skochonys of armys of bym and hese auncestryez , with a scripture

aboute the stoon makynge mencion the day and yeer of hise

obite.

I tem , I will that in semblable Wise a marble stoonof a con

venyent me made to be leyd upon the toumbe

of Dame Mary, my modyr , in the foundid in the

parishe chyrche of A tilburgh, and that a figure
o f a jentilwomanwith here manti l, with a scripture made o f laton

inon iiij . skochonys of armys of here iij. husbondes,
as the skochon of Thomas Mort imer, Knight, [John] Fastolf,
Squyer, the seconde husbonde, and of John Farwell , Squyer, the
thridde husbonde, auncetryez in the seyd toumbe , and the day
and yeer of here obite to be wretynaboute.

[I tem , I will that a prove
cionbe made for swerte of the

maner of Cowlynge inSuffolk,
accordyng to the last wyll o f

Dame Marget Braunche, my
sustir, inwhiche maner I stond
enfeffed in to here use , and se r

teyn loudes in the seyd Cow

lynge that Dame Mary, my
modir

, purchasyd to here and to

hireheirez , that l IerryBraunche,
my neweu, here son seyd

[Second B ro/i ]
Item

,
that myn executores

be fore namyd helpe that the

maner o f Cowlynge be disposed

and guydid aftyr the w ill of

Dame Marget Braunche, my
sustir, if myn executoris thyuke

it be to doo.

maner, provided that he be oblygid to preye for hise fadir, S ir

Phil ip Br[aunche, and his] modir, Dame Marget, serteynpreyeris

and messez , wi th a prist, to be contynw[aly] seyd [be] the dis
crecyonof mynexecutorys. ]
Item, I will and ordeyne that the executores of JohnWellys,
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peple to yeve noo feithe nor credence to ony pryvat wryt ing not

opynly declarid nor prov id inmy lif tyme, nor to blanke chartrys

sealyd inmy whereof I remembre me we ll that oon
JohnWyntir, Esquyer, late my servaunt, badde in kepyng a

blanke letter in parchemyn ensealyd ondyr my seal
,
and never

delyvered it me ageyn, but seyde he hadde lost it at byse con

fecion, aswryting ondyr hise owynhande maketh mencyonor he

deyde .

Item
,
I will and ordeyne that myn houshold be holdyn and

kept with mymenyal servauntz be the space of half yeer aftyr my
deseas, 5 00 as they wyll be trewe to me and obedyent to myn

executorys, and here wages for that tyme payd, and that in the

meane tyme they purvey hem for othyr servise as they lyke best

to avise to leve in trouthe and if ony servaunt be well governyd

and holde ageynsmy or ageynmynexecutorysto breke my

good disposecion, I wy[ll that he shall be remevyd, and that he

abyde noo lenger among the fel trewly avoydid

withoutynony reward of m e or of mynex[ecutores] .

[Item , I wil l and ordeyne

that amongesothyr lordes, fren

des, and kynesmenthat I desyre ,

[for] the discharge of my con

cience, be put inremembraunce

of preyeris for the [good] afi
'

ec

cion I badde onto them that I
desyre shuld be preyed fore, is

the soule of that blyssyd prynce,
Thomas Bedford,1 late Duke of

Excestre , the soulysof the Lord
T ibtot, Rantf, Lord Crumwell ,
S ir John Radcli fe, my brothyr
in-lawe , and Dame Cisly, late

bysew ill,mysustyr ,whiche lithe
buryed at Burdeux ; S ir Philip
Braunche, Knyght, my brothyr
in-law, that deyde and was

[Second D rafl. ]
Item, I will and ordeyne that

amongesothir that I have put in
remembraunce be this my will

to be preyed fore that suche as

shal be boundento preye for me,
and be rewardidofmynalmesse,

shalbe chargid be myn execu

torisbe fore namyd to preye for

the welfare of m[y] soverayn

Lord the Kyng, and for the

soulysof al l my good lordesand

kynsefolk, and of thoo I am

b[ounden] to preye fore or doo

p
reye fore , and for hem that I
ave badde ony goodes of.

slayn in Praunce, and Dame Marget, late byse Wif, my sustyr ,
buryed at Cowlynge ; also John Farwell, Squyer, my fadyer-in
lawe ; S ir Herry Inglose, Knyght, of my consangwynite ; S ir

Hewe Fastolf, Knyght, that deyde in Cane in Normandye ; S ir

Robert Harlynge, Knyght, my neveu, that was slaynat the sege

of Seynt Denys in Fraunce ; John Fitzraf, Squyer , my neveu
Oisly, late the wif of Herry F longley, mynese, also late desesyd ;
Dame [Dan] Willyam Fastolf, of my consanguynite, prophessyd

inthe monaste of Seynt Benet tes, and aftyr Abot of Fescamp in
Normandye, w iche deide at Parys ; Mathew Gowgh , Squyer,
ThomasGower, Squyer, John Sak marchaunt of Paryse , my

1 Beaufor t.
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trusty frend and servaunt, and for the soule of JohnKyr tlyng,
parson o f A rkesey, my r ight trusty chapeleyn and servaunt

domysticall xxx. wynter and more, Thomas Hoddeson, a trusty
servaunt o f myne, JohnLyndford, and William Gunnour]
Item,

I will, ordeyne, and streyghtly charge myn executorys

that noonof hem shall [g ive] quyetaunce nor rellesse inno wise be
hym self, nor be noonothir, to noonof my detorys, nor to dettour

of myn executoris, of what so

ever of astat or condecion that [Second D raft ]
he be of, withoute the [know

ynge , plessaunce,and assentynge

of all myn executorys, or the

full wyl l and assentynge of

the seyd John Paston and

ThomasHowys, clerk.

more part of hem . ]
I tem

,
I w ill, ordeyne, and streightly charge that none of

myn executorys, be h im self
,
nor be noon o thyr, inony maner or

condecion caute lous
,
colour shall sell, nor doo selle ,

alyen, nor doo alyen, withdrawe , or do be [withdra]we , my loudes
and tenementes, jowel lys of gold or sylvir , dettes or catte lys, ves

selysor vestmentes of sylke, lynen, or wollyu, or ony othyr uten

sylez , to my persone or hous

hold perteyning , nor noonothyr

goodes of myne , mevable or on

mevablys, quykor ded , generaly
orspecialy,withoute [theknow

yng, plessaunce, and assentynge

of all myn executorys, or the

more part of hem ; and if it be

5 00 that ony of myn executores

attempte maleciously the con

trary in effecte, he fal lith in the

centense of excommunicacion,
doyng the contrary to my last

will . ]
Item , I will , ordeyne, and

streyghtly charge that all my
feffeez fefiyd of trust on to myn
use of and in all my manerez,
lordshepis, loudes, tenementes,
and rentes, and servisez

, and

profi tez , be m e or othyr to myn

use purchasyd
*

[inall maner of

counteez , citeez, or burghes or

townes with in the ream of

En g[lond] they that

have astat, pocession, or tythe to
mynuse,with all thegoodlyhaste,

and withoute delay aftyr

they be requyred be myn exe

cutores
’
aftyr my deseas, that

[Second D rafl. ]
the

'

very will and assentyng of

the seyd Paston and Howys,
and that noon othyr attempte

there in nor -in noon othir

cause in this my will to doo

the contrarye to hem in e ffecte

I require' hem in Goddes be

halve.

[Second D raf t]
except before except , be me

graunt id to the seyd JohnPas
tonor hese assygues.

l
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they shall fetfynand make lawe
full astat infee symple [of and
inall maner lordshipys, londes,
tenementes, meswages, rentes,
se rvise z , and profitez forseyd,
or of everyparcell of the same]
to that pe rsone or pe rsonys to [Second D raf t . ]
whom or to Whi che “

[my se id the se id John Paston and
executores inaccompl isment of ThomasHowys.
my last wil l, the said maneres,
lordshepys, loudes, tenementes,
m ecis, rentes

,
and serv isez , or

ony parcell of the same ,
‘
shall except before except.

sell, or doo se ll aftyr the de

clarac ionof th ismy last wil l for to dispose

the helthe of my soule, [Dame and for the soulis above seyd.

Milcent, my wif, With all my

progenitorys, cosynes, and bene
factorys, and all my fremdes ]

*

[I tem, I will , ordeyne , and streightly charge, aftyr be the

grace of God 1 be desesed out of thys world, also myn exe

cutores wil lynge in e ffecte to accepte the charge upon hem of

execucion of my testement and of mynistracionof my last will ,
all the articlis there in conteynid they shal l ransakynbesyly and

d iscussynsoo discre tly inhere remembraunce , that both in wi ll

shal not omyt tyn for to complishe the seyd art icles

Seynt Poule the Appostyll se ithe he that is

God Alm ighty shall hym not knowyn to
1 this art icle to o the rys that ignoraunce

shuld not beenon to myn execu[torys] in hurtynge of my soule ,
occacionof trespacynge , nor God ofi

'

endyng . ]
[I tem , I wyll , I ordeyne , and herte ly desyr , that if it 500 be

be the grace of the Holy Gost, or o f my good Aungill, or e llys be

the verteuous devocionof ony good man, or be lyber te of fredam

of myn owynwill , it happe ony good we rkes and profitable to the
bel the of my soule necessarye or avayleable to come be favour or
swetnesse in to my remembraunce , as oftyn as I wryte or doo

wryte suche thyngs worthy to be remembryd inony cod icill or

codicilles for to be conyoinid to my testament or to my last will,
thanne I will and preye with gret instaunce of al myn executorys

that al le thoo poyntes or art iclys be me expressyd and conteynid

in the seyd my cod icill or cod icillys that they may have strengt he
and vertwe o f obse rvaunce inefl

'

ecte , as if the hadde be wretyn in

the code of my testement and my last will ]
[Item ,

I W ill
,
I ordeyne , and I hertely desyre , se the that every

mortall creature is soge t to the lymitez or merkys of mutabe lyt e

1 S ee 1 Cor . xiv . 38. The t ranslat ion o f this ve rse in the Vulgate Si

quis autem ignorat ignorabitur
"

conveys a mater ially di ffere nt sense
that of our Eng lish ve rsion.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


460 T H E P A S T O N L E T T E R S .

for hem incaslyche. Intokene that sum is ordeynid to be d is
and witnesse whereof, to this tribut id t il he be tho
my last will I, S ir JohnFastolf, paym entes born and payd the
above 1

seyd sum of iiijml markes, and
that 500 paid to be disposed be

the seyd [John Pa]ston and
ThomasHowys, or be hem that

shal aftyr them have the mynistracion of my goods in executyng
[my] will in awmesse full dedes infourme afore seyd 500 that my
mevable goodes be mean of that shall the lenger
indure indedis of almesse.

A .D. 1 45 9 , 3 Nov.

WILL OF S IR JOHN FASTOLF.

[From Add. MS .
,

B .M . ]

Anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo quinquagesimo

nono, mensis Novembris, videlicet, die Sabbati proximo post

Festum Omnium Sanctorum ,
JohannesFastolff, miles, de com itatu

Northfolch, Norwicen Dioc
’

, in manerio suo de Castre, d icree

D iocesis, quoad bona sua immobilia suam ultimam declaravit

voluntatem prout sequitur :
JohnFastolfl', Knyght, the secunde and the thirde day of the

moneth of Novembre, the yere of the t e igne of King Henry the

S exte after the Conquest, xxxv iij. ye rs, be ing of longe tyme , as he

said, inpurposand wille to founde and stabhssh withynne the gret
mansionat Castre , by hym late ed ified , a college of vij. religi ous
men, monkes or secul er prestes, and vi ] . pore folke, to pray for

his soule and the soulys of hiswife , his fader and modir, and

other that he was beholde to, impe rpe tuite . And forasmuch as

he had, as he rehercid, a very truste and love to his cosyn, John
Paston, and desired the performyng of the purpoos and wil le

forsad to be accomplisshed, and that the said S ir Johnshulde not

be mevid ne sterid inhis owne persone for the said accomplissh

ing of the said purpoos and wi lle , ne wi th noon o ther worldly
maters, but at his oune request and plesire , wolde, graunted ,

and o rdeyned that the said JohnPaston shal le , w ithynne reson

able tyme aftir the dissese of the said S ir John, doo founde and

stablisshe in the said mansiona college of vij . monkes or prestes

and vij. pore folke, for to pray for the soulys abo ve said impe r

1 The original draft endswith thisword at the bottom of the page. Appa

l
1

2
1

’

3

‘

ntly the last few words of the draft were writt enona fly leaf , which isnow
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tuite so that one of the said m onkes or prestesbe maister, and
ave xl i . yerely, and ich othir monke or preste x . marc yerely,

and ich of the pore folke xls. yerely and that the said John
Pastonshalle make sure to the said collegions a suff icient roume

and a competent and an esy duelling place in the said mansion,
the said collegions nor her successours bering no charge of
reparacion therof. For which, and for othir charges and labours
that the said John Pastonhath doonand take upponbym ,

to the
eas and profite of the said JohnFastolf, and for othir considera

cionsby bym rehercid , the said S ir JohnFastolfi
“

wolde, gr aunted ,
and ordeyned that the said John Paston shalle have all e the

mauers, landes, and tenem entes inNorth[folk] , Southfolk, and

Norwich, inwh ich the said JohnPaston or any o ther are or were

enfefi
'

ed or have t it le to the use of the said S ir JohnFastolf ; and
at [t/zat] alle the feffeesmfefled inthe saidmauers, londes, and tene

mentes shal le make and deliver astate of the said maners, landes,
and tenementesto such persones, at such tymes, and insuch forme

as the said JohnPaston, hisheirs, and hisassignesshal le requere
thaym or any of thayme . And that the said JohnPastonshall
pay to othir of the said S ir Johns executours iiijml [4000] marc

of laufulle money of England in the forme that folweth, that is

to say :Where the said S ir Johnbadde apointed and assigned that
his executours shalle, the firste yere aftir his disses, dispoos for

hissoule and performyng hiswil le a m l marksor a m llz
'

.

of money, and yerely aftir, viijC [800] marc, t ille the goodes be
disposed, the said John Paston shall e pay iche othir yere the

said summe of viijo marc till the summ e of iiijm [4000] be paid
so that the said mevabil l goodes shall e the lenger endure to be

d isposed , by th
’
avise of his executours, for the said soulys And

also the said S ir John said
,
forasmuch as it was the very wille

and entent of the said S ir John that the said JohnPastonshulde

be thus be avauntaged and inno wise hurte of hispropir goodes,
therfore the said S ir Johnwolde graunted that if the said John
Paston, aftir the dissese of the said S ir John, by occasion and

unlaufulle trouble in this reame
,
or by mayntenaunce or myght

of Lordes, or for defaute of justice, or by unresonable exaccions

axid of bym for the l icence of the said fundacion
, withoute

coveyne or fraude of bym selve, be lettid or taried of the making
or stablesshing of the making of the said fundacion, that thanne
he fynde or doo finde yerely aftir the first yere of thus dissese of
the said S ir John, vij. prestes to pray for the said soulys in the
said mansion, if he canpurvey so many, or els for asmany prestes
as faile, yeve yerely aftir the said first yere, by th

’
avise of his

executours, to bedr ed menand othir nedy true pepille , as much
money inalmose for the said sowlys as the salary or findyng of
the prestes so faillyng isworthe or amounteth to, unto the tyme
he may lauful ly and peasably founde the said college and doo
h is true devir for the said fundacioninthe meane tyme . And the

said S ir JohnFastolf wolde, graunted, and desired faithfully al le
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the residewe o f his executours and fefi
'

ees to shewe the said John
Paston favore in the sai d paymentes and daies, and help bym for

the Kinges interesse and the eschetours, and furthir bym in that

they may inalle o thir thinges as they wolde doo to bym se lve,
and no t vex ne inquiete bym for the said fundac ionin the meane

twne . Ande where the said S ir JohnFastolf made hiswil le and

testament the xii ij . day of June in somer last passed , he wolde,

graunted, and ordeyned that this hiswille touching thes pre

missez , as wel le as the said Wil le mad e the said xiiij. day, except

and voided out of his said wille, made the said xiiij. day, al le that
concerneth or perteyneth to the fundacionof a college , priory, or

chauntery, or of any rel igious pe rsones, and all that concem eth

the sale or disposing o f the said mauers, landes, and tenementes,
whero f this is th e very declaracion of his ful l wille, stand and

be joyntly his ve ry enteir and laste wil le, and annexed and

proved toged ir . A lso the said S ir John Fastolf, Knyght, the
Tuysday next be fore the fest of A lle Saintes, and inthe moneth of

S eptembre the said yere , and the iij. day of Novembre , and

d iverse other tym es, at Cast re aforesaid, wolde, ordeynyd, and

declared his wil le touching the making of the said college , as

we lle as the graunte o f the sai d mauers, landes, and tenementes in

Norfl
'

olk, Suffolk, and Nom i ch , in fourme
,
manere, and sub

stance aforese id. A lso the said S ir Johnwolde and ordeyned

that if the sai d John Paston, by force or myght o f any o thir

desir ing to have the said mansion, were lett ed to founde the se id

college in the said mansion, that thanne the said John Paston

shulde doo poule down the said mansion and every stone and

stikke therof, and do founde iij. of the said v1J . prestes or monkes
at Sainete Benettes, and one at Vermuth, one at A ttilbrugh, and

one at Sainte C lovesChurch in Southwerke. A lso the said S ir

John Fastolf, the iij. and iiij. daies o f the moneth of Novembir
abovesaid, desired his said wille or writyng , touching the funda

cion of the said co llege and the graunte of the said maners,
landes, and tenementes to the said JohnPaston, to be redde unto

the said S ir John and that same wille redde and declared unto

bym ar ticul erly, the said S ir ohnFastolfl'

e wo lde, ordeyned, and

graunted that the said John aston shulde be discharged of the

p
ayment of the said iiijml markes, and noght pay therof incase
e d id execute the rem enaunte of the said wille.

Also the said S ir JohnFastolf,Knyght, aboute the tyme ofhervest

the yere of the t eigne ofKingHenry the Sexte, xxxvth yere atCastre

taste by Mikel Yermuth, m the shire of Norfl
'

olk in presence of

divers persones that tyme cal led to by the said S irJohn, d
i dmake

astate . .nd fefi
'

ement and liverey of the seasinof the maher of Castre

aforesaid, and oth ir mauers, landes, and tenementes inNorffolk, to

John Paston, Squi er, and othir ; and at that lyverey of season
therof delivered , aswell e by the handesof the said S ir Johnas by
other, the said S ir JohnFastolfe by his owne mouth declared his

wille and entente of that fefl
'

ement and livereye f seasonmade to
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-S IR JOHN FASTOLF’S WILL

From a modern copy among the MSS . at Narford in the possession of
Andrew Fountaine , Esq . The original of this document has no t be en me t

W i th, and the copy from which i t is printed is unfortunate ly ve ry corrupt ;
but no othe r text is obtainable . The more obvious inaccuracies have be en
correc t ed , but some obscur ities rema in, onwhich the reade r may exe rcise his
ownjudgment. For a know ledg e of this docum ent I am indebted to Mr.

TyssenAmhurst , of D idlingt on Hall
,
Brandon, to whom it was lent by the

owner .

Anno Domini [m illesimo] 1 quadringentesimo quinquagesimo
nono , mensis Novembris, videl icet , die Sabbat i proximo post

Festum Omnium Sanctorum
,
Johannes Fastolfi'

e, m iles, de com
’

Norfo lk, Norvicen’ d ioc ’, in manerio suo de Castre, dict
’
dioc

’

,

suum condidit testamentum, e t ipsiusul t imam declarav it volunta
tem , prout sequitur — In primis, commendavit et comm isit ani

mam suam Deo Omnipotenti , Creatori suo, ac gloriosae Virgini
Mariae, matr i Domini nostri Jesu Chr isti, et omnibus Sanct is.

I tem, legavi t corpus suum, postquam ab hac Iuce migraverit ,
sepe l iendum in ecclesia conventual i monasterii Sancti Benedict i
in Hulmo, Norvicen

’
d ioc

’

, sub ar cu novae cape llae per ipsum

ibidem de novo constructm, ex parte australi chori sive cancelli,
sub tumba marmorea, juxta corpusMil icenciae ol im consort issuse

ibidem sepultae ; ac voluit quod abbas et conventus monasterii

praedict i, autequam corpus suum ibidem sepeliretur, securitatem

facerent quod dabunt et concedent Johanni Paston et ali is per

ipsum nominandis, licentiam dandi et concedendi septem mona

chisvel presbyteris e t comm successo ribus in quodam coll egio

apud Castre praedict
’

per praedi ctum Johannem Pastonstabiliendo

e t dotando, terras et tenementa quae idem JohannesPastone t alii

feo ffati per ipsum Johannem Fastolf seu suos feofl
'

atosde djetis

abbate et conventu tenent, vel tantum inde quantum idem Johannes
d ict is monachis vel presbyteris dare voluerit. Item legavit,
ordinavit, et praecepit omnia debita sua fide liter perso lvi e t qua

cumque per ipsum forisfacta de quibus constare poterit, emen

dari, rest itui,
’
e t satisfieri cum efi

'

ectu. Item legavit ad repara

t ionem e t sustentat ionem portus villae Magnae Jernemuth
’

,
ac ad

renovationem e t sustentationem murorum dicta: villae pro bono
commodo reipublicae, salva tuitione vil lae praedictx et patria adja
centis, centum marcas sterlingorum, sub conditione quod bur
genses seu gube rnatores dictae villa sine mora seu dilatione

pe rficiant
’
reparationem portus et murorum praedictorum quam

d iu dicta summa a se extendet, ut gentes ibidem commorantes

habeant animam suam in suis orationibus specialiter recommen

datam. Item, cuilibe t ecclesiae parochiali singulamm vil larum

inquibus hab'

uit, aut aliquis ad suum usum habet, domum sen

1 Omitted inMS. restum,
MS . proficiant, MS.
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manerium
, terras, e t tenementa pro speciali recommendat ione

animm suee
,
unum vest imentum de serico panuo pro missis ibidem

ce lebrandis, e t quod flat ineodem scutum annorum suor um brod i

natum secundum discre tionem executorum snorum e t indigentiam

d ictarum ecclesiamm . Item,
legav it e t ordinav it servientibus 1

suis et fam iliar ibus domesticis remunerationem condignam seu

competentem de bonissuismob il ibusjuxta statum snorum [sic] ad
summam trescentum mar carum

,
itaquod quilibet generosushabeat

duplicem ad valent iam, et sic descendendo successive jux ta statum
corum seu exigent iam meritorum ministrorurnsuorum ac fidelium

laborum , habita tamen consideratione ad certosserv ientes 9 circa

personam suam attendentes d iebus et noctibus in Iabo ribus,

ang ustus et vigiliis, tam in sanitate quam in infirmitate , cinca

praeservationem corporis sui ac sanitatem celerius ob tinendum .

I tem , legavit cuilibe t ordini Fratrum re ligiosorum e t domorum

Mendicant ium , tam invilla Magnae Jem emouth quam in civitate
Norwici, pro recommendatione animaesuae, summam compe tentem

secundum discre tionem executorum snorum limitandam , cum

nihil in proprio habeant unde sustentari valeant nisi de caritate

ct elemosina devotorum Chr istianor um . Residuum vero omnium
bonorum suorum mobilium legata sua excedent ium ,

ac catal lorum

snor um v ivomm et mortuorum ,
ac debita singula qua sibi debean

tur, dedit et legavi t executor ibus suis infrascriptis juxta modum ,

formam et potestatem e isdem per cum super ius l imitatam , speci

ficatam et ascriptam ,
ut ipsi e isdem modo et forma, per inde omni

pondere discre tionis et sani consilii
, ea distribuant pro salute

animae suae inter maxime debiles e t paupe res, claudos e t caecos,
ac alios impotentes in eorum lect is decumbentes, se et suos sus

tentare commode non valentes habita consideratione speciali ad

pauperesde consanguinitate et aflinitate sua int imose t propinquos,
e t praeser t im in locis ubi quondam possessiones, praedia, redd itus

ct sua dom inia fuerunt situata, et praesert im inv illis et locis ub i

habent , seu al iquisad usum suum habet , dom inia, maneria, terras,
tenementa, et e tiam ad emendationem pauperum ecclesiamm

v illarum praed ictarum,
v iar um turpium et pontium communium

reparationem ,
et in aliis piis e lemosinariis usibus e t caritat is

oper ibus, special iter incom itatibusNorfolk
’

et Suffolk
’

e t quod
circa funeralia e t legata sua ac elemosinassupradictas pr imo anno

post decessum suum m ille marcee seu m ille librae disponantur, e t
annuat im postea quiugentae librae, triginta tres librae , sex sol idi

e t octo denar ii, quousque bona sua mobil ia et pecuniae de ven

d i t ione terrarum ac bonorum suorum vendendorum provenient ia
modo et forma praed ictisplenarie d isponantur, sicut coram Deo in

d ie extremo Examinisvoluerintrespondere ; et ad hoc eos exhorta
batur inDom ino Jesu Chr isto taliter pro

a ipso singula fideliter

pe ragere vellent cum pro eis incasu consim ili facere t juxta con
scientiam,

rationem, e t just it iam. Et praed ict i testamenti ac

1 finentibus, MS.
2 finentes, MS.

3
pe r, MS.
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ult ima voluntatissua suos executores ad exequendum, disponen

dum et m inistrandum modo et forma per cum inferius lim itatis

et subscriptis, constituit, ordinav it , fecit et elegit Willelmum
Wintoniensem episcopum ; Johannem,

Dom inum de Beauchamp ;
N icholaum , abbatem de Langle Johannem S tokes, leg um doc

torem ; Fratrem Johannem Brakley, doctorem theologia ; Wil
le lmum Yelverton, unum justiciariorum Domini Regis; Johannem
Paston, arm igerum Henricum F ilong ley, armigerum Dom inum

Thomam Howes, presbyterum ; e t Wille lm um Worcester ; quos
modum et formam executioniset administrationisbonorum suorum

pe r executores suos fiend
’

sic lim itav it, voluit , disposuit, e t mod i

ficavit videlice t, quod pradict i Johannes Paston et Thomas

Howes solum e t ante alios executores prad ictos subeant e t

habeant adm inistrationem e t d ispositionem omnium bonorum

mobilium , catallorum ac denar iorum ex v enditione omnium terra

rum et tenementorum snorum vendendorum et proficuorum

eorundem terrarum et tenementorum provenientum ,
ut ipsi duo

soli ea disponant pro salute anima sua
, e t quod alii executores

supradicti abstineant se ab omniadministrationedictorumbonorum

suorum,
nisi pro modo

,
forma, causa, loco, et tempore quibuspe r

ipsos Johannem Paston et Thomam Howesad eorum juramenta

pro dicta administratione fuerint evocati pariter e t rogati ; et quod
nullus d ictorum aliorum executorum suorum sine consensu e t

voluntate ac advisamento d ictorum Johannis Paston et Thoma

Howes capiat aliquid seu distribuat de bonis suis mobihbus e t

catal lispradictis, nec venditionem eorundem neque terrarum nec
tenementorum prad ictorum faciat, nec aliqua sibi debita recipiat,
neque aliquos creditoressuos quov ismodo acquiet et ,neque , pra
d ictisJohanne Pastone t ThomaHowesvivent ibuset adm inistrat e

bona suavolentibus,al iquisal iusexecutorum pradictorum adminis

trationem bonorum suscipiat snorum , sed quod quantum diot i alii
sui executores ad [sic] eorum singuli prad ict

’ Johanni Paston et

Thoma Howes inquibuscunque egibilibus [sic] qua hujusmod i
testamentum e t ultimam voluntatem concem ent ibus, favorabiliter

assistant et succurrant cum per eosdem fuer int ad hoc requisit i.
Voluit tamen quod si alter prad ictorum Johannis et Thoma

recusaver it onus administrationis bonorum hujusmod i subire, vel
ante administrationem functam obierit, quod tunc ille dictorum
duorum executorum snorum administrare volens el igat unum de
executor ibusprad ictissibi associandis quem putaver it inhiis sibi
magis idoneum , e t ita voluit fieri de omnibus aliis executoribus

pra scriptis; videlicet, quod uno moriente vel deficiente de duobus,
alter loco ipsius ad e lect ionem adm inistrat ionem incumbent

’

substituatur et assumatur . S i autem ambo executores prad icti

onus recusaverint subire adm inistrationisprad icta ,
ve l ambo exe

cutores administrationem incumbentes moriantur antequam sub~

st ituantur executores alii
,
voluit quod tune illi duo executores

viventes prad ictam adm inistrat ionem subeant et habeant quos

major parsexecutorum viventium sui testamenti duxerit eligendos,
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aft ir his decesse to be disposed insatisfiyng Of the duetees and

de ttes to God and Holy Chirche, and to alle o thir, and infu lfi llyng
and execucionOf his legate last wille and testament withoute eny
defraudyng of the saidHolyChirche or of eny cred itoursorpersones.

F irst, ingoo ld and silver, founden in th’abbey of Seynt Benet

at t ir the decesse o f tl~ a said S ir Iohn Fastolf, mlm1 iiijxx
xiijlz

'

. iijr . iiijd.

Item, foundenatte Castr e , lxjr
'

z

'

vjr . vi ijd.

Item
,
receyved atte Bent lee by the handes of William Barker

inmoney by bym receyved Of JohnHeryngton, xxl i .

I tem ,
receyved atte London, CCCClxixl i .

SummaMlMlDCxliijl i . x: . incoyne.

F irst
, two peces Of golde, weiyng xlvi ij. unces.

I tem
,
two ewers of golde, weiyng xxv ij . unces.

I tem ,
j . flaget of silver, weiyng xxxv iij. unces.

I tem, ij. prikettys of silver, we iyng xxvij . unces et di .

Summa of golde, lxxv. unces, and of silver, lv . unces.

Item , iij. chargeours of silver, we iyng Vijxx ilj . unces.

I tem, xij. platers of silver, we iyng ixxx ix . unces.

I tem , xij. disshes of silver, weiyng v ijxx viij. unces.
I tem, xij. sausers ot silver, we iyng i iij

xx xv . unces.

Summa vc lxxv. unces.
Item , xij. flat peces bolyond in the bothom, weiyng viijxx ix.

unces.

I tem
,
vj. bol les with oon coverecle [lid] of silver, the egges

gilt, my maister helmet enameled in the myddes, we iyng
vnj

xx inj . unces.

Item ,
a candilstik, a priket and ij . sokettys of silver, weiyng

xv ij . unces.
I tem,

ij . po tell pottes Of silver wre thyn, the verges gilt with
braunches enameled, w ith j . tree in the lyddys, weiyng vjxx
xij. unces.

I tem ,
ij. galonpottes Of silver wrethyn, the vergesgil t , ename

led in the lyddeswith iij. floures, we iyng xjxx ix . unces.

I tem, j . roste irenwith vij. staves and j . foldyng stele of silver,
we l

I tem, ij . fla
g ons of silver, with gilt verges, and the cheynes

enameled in the myddes, with j . hoke, weiyng ixxx unces.
Summa, ixc lxiiij. unces.

Item , a sal tsal er like a bastell [a la i
-
fill: or .rmall (awed , alle

gilt with roses, weiyng lxxvij. unces.

I tem,
a paire of basyns, al le gylt, with anantelope in the myd

des, weiyng xjxx unces.

Item,
ij . ewers, gil t, pounsed with flonres and braunches,

we iyng xxx1x . unces.
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Item,
j . spice plate, well gilt like a double rose , my maister

he lmet in the myddes, with rede roses Of my maistersarmes,
weiyng vxx x . unces.

I tem , 1j . galon pottes, all gi lt , enameled in the crownesw ith

violet flonres, weiyng xxx xiij. unces.

Item,
vj. bolles, w ith oon coveracle gilt, wi th my maisters

helmet enameled 111 th e myddes, we iyng v iijxx vj . unces.

Item
,
j . stondyng cuppe, all gilt, with a coveracle , with my

maisters he lmet enamyled in the myddes, we iyng xlj . unces.

Item
,
another cuppe of the same facione, all gilt, we iyng xlij.

unces.

Item, iiij. cuppes, gilt l ike founteyns, with j . columbyne floure
enameled in the myddes, we1yng 111j

xx
i . unces.

Summa
, DCCCClxv . unces.

Item,
j . grete flagon, with stuf theryn, weiyng xv1j

xx xj . unces.

Summa, CCClj. unces.

Item, vj. platers, weiyng v ijxx unces.
Item , xiiij. disshes, weiyng ixxx unces.

Item ,
xij . pecesof dyverssortes, we iyng v1jxx xiij . unces.

Item, 1j . gre te galonpottes, playn, with gilt verges, my mais

tershelmet 111 the kever
,
we iyng xijxx xij . unces.

Item . j . paire basyns, the verges gilt, Harlyngs
1
armes in the

bottom
,
weiyng vxx xv . unces.

Item,
1j . quar t pot ts, '

with gilt verges, with the same armes in

the lydde , weiyng lxx . unces.

Item ,
1i . ewers, the oon demi gilt, and the othir the bord1i1es

gilt , weiyng lj. unces.

Item, j . spice plate dem i gilt, mymaisters terget enamyled 111

the myddes, weiyng lxxj . unces.

Summa
,
DCCCCCxq . unces.

Item,
j . stondyng cuppe gilt, with j . kever, with j . rose in the

toppe, weiyng xl . unces.

Item , anothir cuppe Of the sam e facion, gilt, we iyng xlj. unces.

Summa, iiijxx j . unces.

Item , 1ij gre te chargeours, weiyng v 1j
xx 1j . unces.

I tem, xij. platers, we iyng xjxx xij . unces.

I tem , xij . disshes, weiyng ixxx v iij. unces.
Item

,
xj. sausers, we iyng lxxvj. unces.

Summa, DCxxxv iij. unces.

Item, j . paire basyns, with gilt verges and j . rose, with my
maisters helmet enameled and gilt in the myddes, weiyng
viijxx vj. unces.

1 S ir Robe rt Har ling of East IIarling , inNorfolk, wasa companioninarms
of Eastolf, and waski lled at Par ism 1435 .
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Item ,
1j . ewers, gilt and enameled in like wise , we iyng lxxv .

unces.

I tem ,
xij. flatte peces, pounse d in the bo ttom,

the vergesgilt
sortely, weiyng vijxx xvj . unces.

I tem ,
j . spiceplate demi gi lt, wrethyn, weiyng lxxij. unces.

I tem , vj . bol les, with con ke ver, the verges gilt, my maisters
helmet in the myddes, weiyng viijxx i iij. unces.
I tem

,
ij. gre te po ttes, eche o f a galon, wrethyn the verges of

bo the gil t with pOpy leves, wi th j . tre levedrosesinthe lidde,
ename led , we iyng xjxx xvj. unces.

I tem, ij. pou

telers, w ith gilt verges, enameled in the liddes,
we iyng i i ijxx ix . unces.

Item, 1j . flagons, with gi lt verges, and the cheyne enameled in

the myddes, weiyng vi ijxx j . unces.

I tem, j . candelstik, with j . priket and 1j . soketts, weiyng xvij.
unces.

Summa, xjc xxxvj. unces.

Item , j . saltsaler, w ith j . kever, well gilt, with manywyndowes,
we iyng iiijxx vj. unces.

I tem ,
vj. bolles, all gilt , with j . kever and j . rose in the toppe ,

eche enameled in the bot tom with my maisters helmet
,

weiyng viijxx vj. unces.
Item , ij. galonpo ttes, gilt playn, anameled in the lyddeswith

my maisters target, weiyng v ijxx xiiij. unces.
I tem, j . stondyng cuppe, pounsed with floures, well gilt,
weiyng xl ij. unces.
I tem

,
j . gil t cuppe, stondyng covered, pounsed with j . rose in

the toppe, weiyng xlvij. unces.

Item, vj. gobelettes, wele gilt, with j . columbyne floure, weiyng
vijxx vj. unces.

Summa, DCxlj . unces.

Item
,
v ij . prikettes, with gilt verges, we iyng 111j

xx vj . unces.

Item , ij. stondyng candilstikkes, with gilt verges, we iyng
iiijxx j . unces.

Item, j . ship, with gil t verges, weiyng ix. unces.

Item
,
j . box for syngyng brede , 1 we iyng iiij. unces.

I tem , 1. haly water stop, with j . sprenkill and ij. cruettes, wei
yng xij . unces.

Summa, C iiijxx xij . unces.

Item, j . brode pryket, alle gilt, we iyng xlv . unces.

Item , j . paire basyns, all gil t, enameled in the bo ttom
"

with

roses, weiyng lx. unces.

Item, j . pyx, dem i gilt, weiyng xxx . unces.

1 The round cakes or wafers intended for consecration in the Eucharist.
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Apzm
’
S anctum B encdz

'

clum

Item , 13. basyns, with gilt verges, and my maisters helme t in

the bo tom ,
with ij. ewers, with gilt verges, and my maisters

helme on the lyddes, weiyng togider CCxxx j. unces.
Item

,
iiij. prikettes, with gil t verges, weiyng xxxj. unces.

I tem,
1j . lesser prikettes, we iyng v . unces.

Item , j . basyn and j . ewer, w ith my maisters armes in the

bo tom
,
weiyng lxiij . unces.

Item
,
ij. litill ewers, of ij. sortes, weiyng xxiiij . unces.

I tem , j . spiceplate, with gilt verges, weiyng xliiij. unces.
I tem,

ij. galons, with gi lt verges, with my maisters armes in

the liddes
,
we iyng iiijxx xvj. unces.

I tem , ij. po tellers, Of oonsor te , weiyng iiijxx iiij. unces.

I tem , ij. o thir po tellers, of oonsorte, we iyng 111j
xx x uj . unces.

Item, j . po te ll potte, of anothir sorte, weiyng xxxv. unces.

Item , ij. quarte lettes, of dyvers sortes, weiyng xlv iij. unces.

I tem, j . lit ill botell,
‘

wi th j . cheyne and j
,
stope ll, we iyng

xxxvnj . unces.

I tem,
j . brode priket, with gilt verges, weiyng xxiiij. unces.

I tem ,
ij. candilstikkes, ij. pryke t tes, and iiij. soket tes, we iyng

xxxvij. unces.
Item,

vj. gobelettes, of dyvers sortes, weiyng xxv iij. unces.

Item ,
xiiij. peces, of dyvers sortes, weiyng vjxx xv . unces.

I tem
,
j . olde pece,with j . kever and j . knop, we iyng xxxij. unces.

Item ,
ij. chargeours, Of oon sorte

,
weiyng lxxv iij. unces.

I tem , vj . platers, of oonsorte
,
weiyng v ijxx vij. unces.

Item , xv iij. disshes, of dyvers sortes, we iyng xxx xvj. unces.
I tem

,
vj. sawsers, of oonsor te

,
we iyng xxviij . unces.

Summa, xvc xvij . unces.

Item ,
j . sal tsaler , alle gil t, with j . kever, wc .yng xxxv1j . unc

'

es.

Item, j . pese, with j . kever, all gilt, with j . knop, we iyng
xxxj. unces.

I tem ,
j . playne pece, gilt, with jIkever , weiyng xxvj. unces.

I tem ,
j . lit ill pece , gilt, with j . kever, we iyng xviij. unces.

Summa, v
xx xij . unces.

Item , j . chargeour, we iyng xlv . unces.

Item,
v iij . platers, we iyng ixxx xj. unces.

Item , v iij. disshes, weiyng vjxx v . unces.

Item , vilj . saucers, we iyng xlix unces.

Item , j . potel l po t te , w ith gilt verges, enameled in the top with
violet leves, we iyng xl ix. unces.

Summa, CCCC i iijxx iij. unces.

Item , j . stondyng cup, with j . kever, al l gilt, we iyng xxxviij .
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Item
,
j . founteyn, all gilt, with j . columbyne fioure in the

bo t tom,
weiyng xx iij. unces.

Summa, lxj. unces.

Item ,
1j . saltsalers, weiyng xxx ix. unces.

I tem , j . candilstik, with ij. sokettes, weiyng n j. unces.

I tem ,
iiij . flat peces, pounsed in the bo t tom , weiyng xl . unces.

I tem ,
ij. gobe le ttes, pounsed , weiyng ix . unces.

Item ,
xi ij . spones, wherof oon isgil t, weiyng xv1j . unces.

I tem , j . ewer, wi th j . knop, we iyng xiij . unces.

Item
,
ij. potellers, w ith my maisters armes on the liddes,

weiyng lxxij. unces.

Item , j . po tell po tte , with braunches on the lidde enamel id,
weiyng

‘

xl ix. unces.

Item , iij. pottes, enameled with j . gar lond, weiyng vxx vij.
unces.

Item, j . quart pot, weiyng xx ix. unces.

I tem
, j . grete chargeour, we iyng lxxix. unces.

I tem,
ilj. lesser chargeours, weiyng vxx xj. unces.

I tem, v. platers, Of oonsort e , weiyng vxx xv . unces.

I tem,
x1j . disshes, Of 0011 sorte , weiyng xxx ix. unces.

Item, ix. sausers, of 0011 sorte, we iyng lxi ij. unces.

Summa, Ml 111jxx xij . unces.

Item , j . gobelet, gilt, with j . columbyne in the bottom, weiyng
xxiiij. unces.

Item, j . stondyng cup, with j . kever, we iyng
’

xxxv . unces.

Summa
,
l ix . unces.

I tem, prykettys, with gilt verges, weiyng xv1j . unces.

I tem ,
ij. cruettes, oon lakkyng a lydde , we iyng vi ij. unces.

I tem, j . l it ill crosse, with j . fo te, all gil t, weiyng vij. unces.

I tem, j . sakeryng be ll, weiyng xj. unces.

I tem, j . chalice, weiyng xviij. unces.

I tem , j . saltsaler , weiyng v. unces.

Item ,
j . paxbrede , l we iyng 2

unces.

I tem, j . gre te sal tsaler, with j . kever , we iyng xxv1j . unces.
I tem , j . playn basyn, w ith j . ewer, weiyng liij. unces.

I tem,
ij . flat peces, of oonsorte , weiyng xxij . unces.

I tem ,
xv ij. spones, of ij. sortes, we iyng xv iij . unces.

I tem , iiij. platers, we1yng 111jxx x111j . unces.

I tem ,
vj . d isshes, we iyng i1ijxx xiiij. unces.

I tem
,
iiij. sause rs, we iyng xv iij. unces.

I tem, j . candilst ik, w ithoute soke ttes, weiyng xv iij. u11ces. .

Summa, CCCCx. unces.

1 A smal l table t with a representationof the Cr ucifixiononit , presented
be lussed dur ing the mass.
2 B lank inMS
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Al l! q/x/zgj . unce: gold and {i . Dxm . unces of silver plate taken

f rom B ermondwcy .

In prim is, a peson
1
of gold, it fayle th v. balles, weiyng

xxiij. unces gold.

Item ,
j . paire basons, beyng 3 bothe weiyng vxx 1j . unces.

I tem , j . paire ewe rs, beyng
9 bo the we iyng xiv. unces.

Item , j . paire of newe flagons, cheyned, eve ryche we iyng
lxxiiij. unces—v ijxx xiij. unces.

Item , iiij . platers, parcell Of ix. platersnot sortely, weiyng
in al l xxx ix . unces; so iche weieth xxiij. unces. 8 00

the we ight of the same iiij. platers, 111jxx xij . unces.

Item
,
xij. d isshes, weiyng inal l ixxx ix. unces.

Item, xij . sausers, weiyng inall iiijxx xv1j . unces.

Summa unciarum argenti, DClxxiij. unc
’

, et de aut o, xxiij. unc
’
.

Item, j . cup Of golde, with anewer, weiyng xxiij. unces.

I tem ,
ij. spiceplates, weiyng bothe iiijxx xij. unces.

Item,
ij. o lde chargeours, Of oonsorte, we iyng 111j

xx vuj . unces.

Item , j . grete plater, we iyng xxxv iij . unces.

Item , v . o lde disshes, we iyng inalle lxxvj . unces.
Item, v . sausers, weiyng xxix. unces.

Item,
ij. quart pottes, we iyng liiij. unces.

Item
,
ix. platers, weiyng xvjxx iij. unces.

Item, a flat pece , playne, Of silver, weiyng xvj. unces.
Item, a quart pot, of silver, with gilt verges, weiyng xxvj.
unces.

Item, anholowe basyn, of silver , we iyng xxviij. unces.

Summaunciarum de auro, xxiij . unc
’
et de argento,DCClxx . u11c

’

.

Item ,
1j . stondyng cuppes, gilt, of oonsorte , iche weiyng xxiiij.

unces—lxviij. unces.

Item, vj. gobe let tes, uncovered, weiyng xxiij. unces et di.
Item

,
j . layer, weiyng xx iiij. unces.

Item ,
j . saltsaler, gilt , weiyng xxxiiij. unces.

Item,
ij. lesse chargeours, we iyng lxx. unces.

Item, v . platers, not sortely, parce ll of ix. platers, weiyng in
al l xxx ix. unces; so iche plater weyeth by estymacionxxiij.
unces. So the weight Of v. platers, v . unces.

Summa, CCCxxxiiij. unces di.

Item,
j . saltsaler, gilt, with a cover , we iyng xxxj. unces.

I tem , iiij. peces, gilt, with ij . coveres, we iyng lxxi iij. unces.

1 An instrument in the form of a staff , with bal ls or crocke ts, used for

we ighing , be fore scaleswe re employed for that purpose .

2 The w ord " beyng
"

in these two places se ems to have be enal tered to
weyng ,

”

which was unnecessary .
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I tem
,
j . brokengowne of sangweyne, graynyd with the sle vys.

I tem,
j . gowne of Frenche russe t , lynyd with blak clothe .

I tem , j . chemer of blak, lynyd w ith blakbokerame .

I tem
,
j . gowne o f blak

,
lynyd with blak lynyng .

I tem
,
iij . quarters Of a r usset gowne w ith ought slevys.

Item,
j . jagged huke 1

of blakke sengle, and di . of the same .

U.

Tunicce Remanentcs ibidem .

Item ,
j . jakket of blewe felwett, lynyd in the body with smale

lynen clothe , and the slevyswithe blanke t.

Item ,
j . jakke t of russet felwet , lynyd w ith b lanke t clothe .

I tem , j jakket of red felwet , the ventis bounde with red le the r .

I tem
,
j . jakke t of blakke fe lwet upon felwet, lynyd with smale

lynen cloth .

Item,
j . jaket , the bret and slevys of blak felvet

,
and the re

manent Of russe t fust ian.

I tem , ij. jakke tts Of russet fe lwet, the one lyned with blanke t,
t
’

o ther with lynen clothe .

I tem
,
ij. jakke tts of cham letts.

I tem,
j . jakket Of sateyne fugre .

’

I tem , j . dowblett is of red fe lwet uppon felwet .
I tem, j . jakket Of blak felwet, the body lynyd with blanket
and the slevyswi th blak clothe.

Item, j . dowbe le t Of rede felwet, lynyd with lynen clothe .

Item
,
ij. jakke tts of derys lether, with j . coler Of blak felwet .

“

I tem , j . dowbe let Of white lyuyu clothe .

I tem, j . pettecote oi lynen clo the sto fiyd with flokys.

I tem
,
j . pe tticote Of lynen clo the , withought slyves.

I tem ,
ij. payre hosynOf blakke keyrse .

I tem
,
iij. payre bound

'

enwith lether.

I tem , j . payre of blake hosyn, vampayed with lether.
I tem

,
ij. payre of scarlet hosyn.

U
V

Capt/cit: ct Capella .

I tem, j. r usset hode, with owgt a typpet, Of satynrusset.

Item ,
j. hode Of blakke felwet, with a typpet, halfe damask

and halfe felwet, y jaggyd .

I tem
,
j . hode of depe grene felwet, jakgyd uppon the rolle.

I tem , j . hode Of russet felwet , with a typpe t, halfe Of the
’

same

and halfe o f blewe felwet, lynyd w ith the same Of damaske .

Item, j . hood of depe gr ene fe lwe t, the typpet blake and grene

felwe t .

I tem, j . hood of russet felwet withougt a typpe t.

1 A kind of mant le—S ee S t r t i t t 's Dress and Habits, i t. 363.
1 Figured or branched sa tin.



A.D. 1459 ] H E N R Y VI .

‘
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Item , i . lzode Of damaske russet, with j . typpe t, fastyd with a

lase of silke .

Item, j . rydyng hode of rede felwe t w ith iiij. jaggys.

Item ,
j hode of skarlet, w ith a rolle of purpill felwe t, bor

dered w ith the same fe lwet .

Item,
j . hode of blake satayne , the rolle Of blake felwet.

I tem,
j . Of purpill felwet, w ith ow ten rol le and typpet .

I tem ,
j . hode of russe t felwe t, the typpe t lynyd with russe t

silke .

Item,
j . typpe t, halfe russe t and hal fe blake felwet, with j .

”g
I tem

,
j . rydynghoode of blakalyere. lynyd with the same.

Item ,
j . rydyng hoode of blakke felwet, 1 lynyd with blakke

clothe.

Item , j . hatte of bever, lynyd withe damaske gilt, girdell ,
bokkell, and penaunt, with iiij. barrys Of the same.

Item
, j. gret rollyd cappe Of sangweyn, greyned.

I tem
,
ij. skarlet hOOdys.

I tem
,
ii ij. bodys of sangweyn, graynyyd .

I tem ,
1j . bodys of peroe blewe . Item,

ij. bodysblakalyre .

I tem,
j . knitte cappe . I tem, j . unset te poke .

I tem,
ij. poyntysOf a hood of skarlot .

Item, j . blake rydyng boode, sengle . Item,
ij . strawenhatt is.

I tem, j . blewe boode of the Gar ter.
Item, j . gowne of my ladys, sengle.

A lice resneccrsar icc ibidem.

Inprimis, j . canope Of grene silke, borderyd w ith rede .

I tem , ilj. trapuris, with i ij . clothis of the same sute .

Item,
ij . Old cheses pl is [c/zarublcr] of rede .

Item ,
ij . pokkettisstufiyd and embraudyd with white rosysafte r

his devyce, Of rede with crossis letenwith silver.
Item , j . pece of scarlot, embraudi t in the myddell, containing
in length iij. yerds and di.
Item, j . pece of blewe , contaynyng in length ilj. quarters, and
inbrede v . quarters.

Item
,
j . pece of skarlot for t i'appars for horsys, with rede

crossis and rosys.

Item,
ij. stripis of the same trappurissutly.

I tem, j . pece of S eynt George leveray, for j . hode .

Item , j ball of coper gi lt, embrauded rechely with j . skogen
[scutc/zcon] hongyng therbi.
Item,

ij. pencel lis of his armys.

Item
,
ij . yerdsand j . quait er of white damaske.

Item , j . pece Of white felwet 1j. yerdis longe .

I tem, j. pece of rede satayne, brauden [embroidered] with If :

f auntf cr e.
Item, ii. strypes Of the same .

I tem,
ij. cote armours of silke, aft ir his ownarmys.
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Item
,
j . cote armour of whyte silke of Seynt George .

I tem ,
ij. pecys of clothe o f golde Of tyssent

I tem ,
j . pece Of blak kersey with rosys, and embraudit with

I tem,
1j . stripis of the same sute .

Item
,
ij. peces Of blewe canvas of xl ij . yerds.

I tem,
j . pece of lin en cloth, steyned .

I tem,
j . pece of gr ene wurste t xxx. yards longe .

I tem,
iiij. clokys of murry

1 derke .

Item,
j . bollok haftyd dager, harnesyd wyth sylver , ’ and j .

chape
3 thertoo .

Item, j . lytyll schort armyng dager , withe j . gilt schape .

I tem ,
iij. payre tablys of cipris, be ing in easys of le the r.

Item, j . payre tablys of G . enrayed withow ,ght and here men

inbaggys longyng thertoo .

E.

Imprimis, v. pellowes Of grene silke .

Item ,
j . pel low o f silk the growund white wyth lyllysof blewe .

Item ,
ij. pe llowes of rede felwet and the growund of ham

blakke .

I tem, v . pellowys of rede felwe t .

I tem,
ij . pe llowysOf rede fe lwe t be tenuponsatayne.

I tem, j . lit t ill pe llow of grene sike
,
full wythinof lavendre.

I tem , j . pe llow of purpyll silke and golde .

Item
,
ij. pel lowes Of blew silke, with a schelde.

Item,
v. large carpe t tys.

Imprimis, j . longe pillowe of fustian.
Item,

iij. brode pillowes of fustyan.

Item,
ij. pillowyso f narwer sort e and more schorter, of fustyan.

Item,
j . longe pe llow of lynenclothe .

Item, j . pe llow of a lasse sorte .

Item, j . brode pyllow of lynen clothe .

Item , ij . pillowes Of lynen clothe Of a lasser assyse .

Item, viij. pelowes Of lynen clo the off a las er assyse.

Item,
v . of the lest assyse.

Inprim is, j . cover of grene silke to a bedde, lynyd with blewe

ilks e .

Item
,
j . close bedde of palle grene and whyte, wi th levys of

golde.

Item,
j . covyr of the same.

Item, j . covyr Of rede silke lynyd with bokerame.

I tem, j. cover Of white clo the , fyne and we ll-wrought, purpeynte
[pouW nté or stitched ] wyse.

Item , j . cover of rayais, e Wght with golde Of damaske .

Item , j . donge [mattr ess af f ec t/z” bed ] of purle sylke .

1 Dark or brownish red. 2 S ilver twist ed round the haft
The schape or chape was the ferti le o f the sa bbard.

—Dr. Meyr ick.
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Item ,
j . banker of rede, with iij. whi te rosys and the armys o f

Fasto lf.
Item ,

j . nothyr clothe Of rede , with v. roses sutly.

I tem
,
j . hallyng Of blewe worstet , contayning in lenthe xi ij .

yerds, and inbred the iiij. yerds.

I tem , j . hal lyng w ith mendrawen inderke grene worsted.

Item,
ij. pecys Of whyte worsted, bo the of one lengthe.

Item , j . hal lyng of depe grene, contayning in lenthe xj. yerds,
and in bred the ij. yerds and one hal fe .

Item, j . hallyng of the same sute, lengthe , and brede.

I tem,
j . taster of grene and whyte, wyth braunchis sutely.

F.

Clotfiis of A 77 113 .

Item , ij . clo this of arras for the chamboure over the ne tl i e r

halle , of huntyng and of haukyng .

Item , ilj . clothis O f grene and whyte , withe braunchis sutely to

the other wreten before .

Item , a coveryng of a bedde of aras, w ithe hontyng of the bore ,
a man inblewe, with a jagged hoode, whi te and rede.

G.

Cant/as inMe Hfim'

crop awl/31m Lym Clot/2c of afyz'ers sor tes.

First ix . berys for fe therbeddys.

Item, iiij. transomers.

Item, j . pece of lynenclothe, countyng lenthe and brede iiijxx
ellys, and the tone ende kit and nought enselyd and the

other ende hole .

Item, j . pece of lynen clo the , yerde brode, contaynyng xi iij.

yerds and more, and not sealed .

Item , j . pece of grete lynen clothe , yerde brode , of xx ij . yerds.

Item , j . pece of yerde brode, xxiv. yerds iij. quartets, pro
Wille lmo Schipdam .

Item , j . pece Of a yerde and an hal fe quarter brode, of

yerds and iii. quarters, pro Willelmo Schypdam.

Item , j . pece Of yerde brode , of xij . yerds and j . quarter .

I te

l

m
, j . pece of tyne lynen clo the, yerd brode, o f lvj. ye rdys Of

enthe.

I tem , j . pece of grete clothe , yerde brode, o f lv ij. yerds.

Item, j . pece Of gre te clothe of xxiiij. yerds.
Item, j . pe ce of clothe leke of xxviij. yerds.

Item , j . pece Of clo the of xxxvij. yerdse t d im.

“
illi,
j . pece of grete clo the of xxij. yerdys pe r \Villm. Schyp
am

Item , j . pece Of clo th e lyke Of xxx ij . yerds and j . quarter.

Item, j . pece of lyke clothe of xxxvj. yerds, per Willm.

Schypdam.
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Item ,
j . pece of clothe of xxxiij. yerds and j . quarter, per Wil

lm . Schypdam .

Item , j . pece of xxv ij. yerds j . quarter. Item, j . pece of x.

yerdsdim.

Item , j . pece of viij. yerds. Item, j . pece of xxviij. yerds ilj.quarters.
Item,

j . pece of xix. yerdsdim. Item,
j . pece of xxij . yerds j .quarter.

Item,

5 p
ece of xiij. yerds j . quarter . Item, j . pece Of xxiij.

ye r 5 .

Item ,
j . pece of xxvrj . yerds j . quarter . Item ,

j . pece of xxx.

yerds dim.

I tem, j: pece of Xxl . yerds dim. Item, j . pece of xlj. yerds
and j . quarter.
Item, j . pece of xxxj. yerds dim. Item

,
j . pece of xviij. yerds

t ij . uarters.

Item, j . pece of xiij . yerds. Item , j . pece of xiiij. yerds.
Item,

j . pece of xlv . yerds. I tem , j . pece of viii. yerds dim.

Item , j . pece Of xiij. yerds dim . Item, j . pece of xxij. yerds j .quarter.

Item , j . pece of xxxix . yerds.

Item, j . pece Of xxxiij. yerds j . quarter of beter clothe .

Item, ij. rollys of lynen clothe, bo th not moten. Item, Ix.

yerds o f clothe .

Item, j . pece of Seland clothe
,
with dyverssealys at the endys.

Summa totalis, xl . peces.

Summa totalis istius fol ij ultra 1j . rol lesconc
’
lx. virg’ e t inpece

sigillat
’
cum Dom ini secreto sigillo uti in fine pagina , ml.

dim . per C . que re .

Manent, cum tribus pecijs restitutis.

H .

Adfiuc in Gardef oba indomo Supm
'

on
'

.

Item , iij. gr ete brasse pottys of Frenche makyng .

I tem , j . grete chafron of brasse . Item, ij. chafernes of a lase

sorte .

Item,
iiij. chafernes of the French gyse for sewys. Item,

j .
panne .

Item , j . litell potte of brasse. Item, 1j . chamber basons of

pewter.

Item, iiij. chargeourys. Item, vj. platowres. Item,
vj. sawse rs

of pewter.

Item , iiij. candylstykkeys of my mayster is armys and r m

ladyes, copper and gilt.

Item , j . fountayne of latayne to sette inpottys of wine .

Item, ij. hangyng candylstykkes. Item ,
ij. maundys[baskets].

2 I
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I tem , j . basket of wykers. Item,
xxj. bowys.

Item, vi ij. schefe arrowys of swanne .

Came multra B uttcllar z
'

umpro extraneis.

Item,
j . fedder bedde. Item,

j . bo lster . Item
,
j . pil lowe.

Item,
ij. blankettys. Item , j . payre of schetys.

I tem , j . purpeynt of white . Item , j . seloure . Item , j . testoure .

I tem ,
ij. curtaynys Of the same sute . Item , j . cobbord clothe

of the same .

fifagna Camera ultra . 1’ulam Estevalcm.

Inprimis, j . fethe rbedde . Item
,
j . bolster. Item , j . seler.

Item , j . tester, withe one gentlewoman ingrene, taking a mal

lard inhir hondes.

Item,
j . coveryng , with j . geyaunt smytyng a wild bore with a

spere .

Item ,
iij. courtaynes of grene silke.

Item , j . clothe of arras, Of the Schipherds.

n: I'Vfiz
'

te Cfiambour next tfic Gret Clzaumbur , sumtyme [Vic/told :
B okkyng is C/laumor c.

Inprimis, j . fedder bedde. Item, j . bolster . Item, j . pyllowe
o f doun.

I tem
,
ij. blankettysbon.

Item, j . payre of schetys, every schete iiij. schete iiij. webbes.

Item, j . coveryng Of whyt e lynenclothe . Item, j . purpoynt.
Item, j . taster . Item, j . se ler. Item, iij. curtaynys of whyte.

Item, j . fedder bedde. Item , j . bo lster . Item , ij. blanket tys.
I tem, iij. payre of schetys. Item, ij. coverlettesof grenewarke .

Item, 5. cobbord clothe.

7 h C/zaumboure, sumtyme f or S tepfim Scr ope, bang /fig clatfiys

Item, j . federbedde. Item,
j . bolster .

Item, ij. fustianblanketts, every of hem vj. webb
Item , j . pyllowe Of downe. Item, j . pyllowe Of lavendre .

Item, j . cover of apres[ypr es lynyd with lynen clothe.

Item , j . tester and j . seler of the same. Item,
ilj. curtaynes of

Item , j . clothe hangyng of Schovelers.

Item, j . rede curtayne O saye for the chayre.

Item, i iij. cosschonys Of rede say. I tem
,
j . cobbord clothe.

Item, j . rynnyng bedde with a niateras.

I tem , j . bolster. Item, ij. blankettis. Item,
j . payre

schetys.

I tem, j . coverlet of yellow clothe.
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I tem, j . purpoynt white, w ith ascuchon
'

after an horse wyse,
visure and braunchis of grene .

Item,
j . selour . Item, j . testour . Item,

iij. curtaynysof lynen
clothe .

Cole and Wal lyn is Cfiamboure tfiat ioasf or {be two auditomys.
Item, ij . materafsse . Item ,

1j . blankettys. Item, 1j . schetys.

Item, j . bolster. ' I tem , j . coverlet Ofwhite warke withe bundys.
Item, j . testour of red saye. Item, j . seler of canvas.

Tlzc P orter is Cfiambour .

In primis, j . fedder bedde . Item , j . bo lster . Item
,
j . payre

of schetys.

Item
,
j . blankett . Item,

j . coveryng cloth .

Item, j . curtayne Of rede saye .

7 7ze C/zambour agcnest tfic P or ter is C/zambourc.

In primis, j . teddir bedde. Item, j . bolster . Item ,
j . payre

of sche tys.

Item,
j . payre of blankettys. Item,

1j . coverlettys of grene
and yolowe .

Item ,
j . seler of blewe panesand white. Item,

ij . pecysof saye.

Tbe C/zamber owntfie D raug/zt B r igg .

Inprimis, j . fedder bed , covered withe gray canvas. Item, j .
bolster .

Item , ij. blankettys, schettys.

Item, j . rede pane furryd withe connyngs.
Item, j . testour, and j . selour of rede saye with M f auntf erc.

Sc/zipdam is Cfiamore.

Inprim is, j . fedderbedde . Item, ij. blangettis. Item, 1j . schetys.

Item , j. bolster.
Item , j . coverlet of white rosys, at every corner iiij. , and one in
themyddell .
Item , j . seler of rede say.
Item , j . testour of rede say, lynyd wythe canvas. Item, 1.

I tem, j . pece Of rede say for accomptyng borde .

Item, iiij. cosschonys rede say; Item , j . aundiren. Item , j .
firepanne.

Item, j . payre
‘

of tongus. Item, iij. fo rmys. Item, j . junyd
stole.

7 2a Inner C/zaumoour ovcr tlic Gatis.

Inprimis, j . federbedde . Item,
j . bolster. Item ,

1j . blankettes.

Item, j . gardevyaunt [meat saf e] . Item,
ij. cosschonysof blewe

say.

Item, j . junyd stole.
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Inprimis, j . feder bedde. Item, j . materas. Item , j . quylt.
Item,

ij. coverletts of rede say. I tem , j . testour withe a selour.

Item, ij. cour taynys of rede say. Item
,
j . testoure of the same.

Item, j . payre of tongys.

Camera B ola/lyng in laB asccourte.

Inprimis, j . fedderbedde. Item, j . bolster.
Item,

1j . payre of schetys. Item, blankettys.

Item, j . coverlete of popelers, lynyd withwhyte lynnyng clothe.
Item , j . selour . Item,

j . testour of rede saye .

7 7mCat: is Clam
-

oour .

Item ,

" j . feder bedde. Item, j . bolster. Item, 1j . schetys

Item,
j . redde coverlyte of rosysand blood houndys hedys.

Item, j:fedderbgdde .

'

I tem, j . bolster . Item, j . payre of schetys
'

.

I tem, ij. blankettys. Item , j . coverlyte. Item, j . testour.
Item, j.

‘

selouf' of blewe
'

clowded .

f

Item
,
j . fedderbed . Item, j . bo lster . Item, j . payre of schetys.

Item, ij. blankettis. Item, j . rede coverlet.
Item, j . coveryng of worstet. Item, j . testour .

Item, j . selour of rede say, withe the armysof Fastolf.

fi e Hedda inM4: gr ete S tabnll .

Item, j . mat eras. I tem, j . payre ofschetys.
Item, j . coverlyt of blewe and rede.

7 h B eda
’
c in tbe Samar S taoull .

f

Item, j . materas. Item , j . payre Of schetys.

Item, j . coverlyte of blewe and rede .

In rimis, j . bolster. I tem, j . materas. Item, e of sch
I teih, ij. blanke ttys. Item, j . cover let of ble

l
wgfl

’

crys.

Item , j . nother of better blewe. Item, j . materas. Item, j.
bo lster .

Item , j . carpet . Item, j . coveryng Of grene say.

Item, j . coveryng of popelerys. Item, j . selour of blewe.

‘

Inprim is, j . fedderbedde . Item , ‘ j donge of fyne blewe.

’

Item , j . bolster. Item , ij. blankettys of fustians.
Item, j . payre of schet is. Item , j . purpeynt.
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Item, j . hangyd bedde of arras. Item,
j . testour. Item

,
j .

selour .

Item, j . coveryng .

Item, iij. curtaynes of grene worsted .

I tem, j . bankeur of tapestre warke .

Item, iiij. peceshangyng of grene worsted.

Item, j . banker hangyng tapestry worke . Item, j . cobbord
clothe.

Item, ij. staundyng aundyr is. Item,
j . feddefliok.

Item, j . chafernof laten. Item, j . payre of tongys.
Item, j . payre of bellewes. Item, j. li tell paylet. Item, 1j .

blankettys.

Item, j . payre of schetys. Item, j . coverlet.
Item, vj. white cosschynes. Item, ij. lytell bellys.
Item, j . foldyng table. Item,

j . longe chayre. Item,
j . grene

' chayre .

Item, j . hangyng candylstykof laton.

ln Camera and Warda nuper per tinentibus Domine M lcentia

Inprimis, j . fedder bedde. .Item, j . bolster. Item, j . materas.

Item
,
j . quelte . Item

, smale pyllowes of downe.

Item, j . hongyd bedde of fyne whyte . Item, ij. smale paylet ls.

Item, j . rede coverlet. Item , j . leddre pyllewe. Item, j . basya.

Item, j . ewer . Item, ij. pottys.
Item

,
ij. lyttyll ewers of blew glasses, powdered withe golde.

” e ClzambureMereMargaret Hodessone laye.

Item,
j . fedderbedde . Item , j . bolster . Item, ij. fustians.

Item, j . chayre withe j . pece of palle white and grene.

Tfie utmost C/za
'

mbur nexte ls
'

nter Hal le.

Item,
j . fedder bedde . Item, j . bolster.

Item,
j . coveryng of gr ene worsted. Item, staundyng

aundeirys.

Item,
j . hangyng candylstykof laton.

Item,
j . cobbord clothe . Item , j . rede chayre .

Tlze l/Vlzite D raugfit Cnamoer f or Leap/sand PVilliam
Inprimis, j . fedder bedde . Item, j . donge . Item, j . bolster .

Item,
j . hangyd bedde . Item , j . testour .

Item , j . selour Of rede worsted , i-hangyd with clothe of pale,
blake, white, and grene . Item,

j . arstellawe.
G

Inprimis, 1j . pecys of satayne after the fassionof a dowblet to

were under gownes.

I tem
,
viij . quarters of silk, the slevys of the same rolled to

gedder for jakketts.

Item, j . jakke of blakke lynenclothe stuffyd witl
' mayle.
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Item
,
di. dosu. Of tapestrye warke. Item,

j . banker Of aras. ‘

Item; ij . andyris stondyng.

Inthe seler, certayn vessell whiche John Ouresby is chargid
withe by anendenture, wherof the copy isannexed to thislese.

I tem, ij. pypes of rede wyne.

The B ottre.

Item, 1j . kervyng kn 5 .

I tem, iij. kneyves ina schethe, the haftysof every,withenaylys
gilt.

Item, j . payre galonbo ttels of one sorte .

I tem, j . payre Of potell botellys o f one sorte .

Item , j . nother po tell hottell . Item,
j . payre quartlettsof one

sorte.

Item, iiij. galonpottis Of lether. Item, iij. pottelers of lether .

Item ,
j . trencher knyfe . Item , j . grete tankard.

Item , ij. grete and hoge bottelis. Item, xiiij. candylstykkys

of laton.

Item , certayn pecys of napre, accordyng to a hylle endentyd
annexed to this lese.

Item, j . quartelet for wine .

Inprimis, iij. chargeresargenti de parvo sorte . Item,
v. platers

argenti.

Item ,
xij. dissches argenti unius sort is.

Item , vi ij. dissches argenti minoris sort is.
Item

,
xj . sawseris argenti uniussortis.

Item,
iij. craterasargenti, quarum j . dataMargaretaeHoddsone .

Item , ilj. covertorijsargenti enamelid and borage floures in les

be times.

Item , vj. chacyd pecys gilte hi the bordurys, with the towche
of Paryce.
Item ,

ij. pottis argenti potlers, percell gilte and enameled

with violettsand dayseys.

Item, ij. pottis of sylver, of the facion of goods enamelyd on

the toppyswithe hys armys.

Item , j . quartelet argenti, percel gilt withe j . chase abought Of
rosysand levys.
Item ,

j . rounde salt seler, gylt and covered with awrethe toppe
with thiswordyswreten, Mej auntf er e, a bowght .
Item,

j . sal t seler, pacell Of the same fassionsengle .

Item , ij. sal t selers of sylver, playne and smale with a dowble
rose gravenwithe armys.

Item, j . basyn of sylver, percell gyl te, with a dowble rose, his

arm s enamelid in the bottom be with hishelme and hiscrest .

Liberat
’
London

’
cum Domino.

Item, j . nother bacyn, white, Of the sam e facion, enamilid with

hisarmys in the bottom.
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Item,
1j .

,
ewars ther withe .

Item
,
j . lytyll sylver bacynplayne, with j . fiat ewer.

Item,
j . gobo leit chaced, the bo rdoursgilt.

‘

“Item, xvj. sponys of sylver, withe knappysgylt lyke perle.
I tem,

j . candylstykof sylver, percell gylt , ,
dowble nosyd.

Item ,
j . rounde

' basyn
’

argenti cum, j . ewer argenti playn,
Item , ij. grete bacynsof sylver, the bourdour isgylt and wretyn
abought , Mej auntfi re.

Item,
ij. ewers accordyng ther to. Item, j. lytyll stert panne

of sylver.
Item, ij. disschys of sylver founden inmy lady is chambre.
Item, ij. smale pecys.

Item , j . saltseler bo liouned inwarde, covered and gylt.

Item , j . stondyng coppe gylte, with j . knappe in maner l ike

perle .

Item,
ij. playn horde clothys for my maister is

'

table, counte
ix. yerds in lengthe .

Item,
ij . playne clothis for my maisters table, ece counte vj.

yerds.

Item
,
vj. napkyns playn.

Item,
iiij. tewelles playnwarke, eche cont

’
inlenthe 1j . yerds,

d im
’

.

‘ Item ,

’

iiij. playne
'

clothis for the hall , eche
l

of vjf y
'

erds
’

.

Item,
1j . wasschyng tewel lys of warke , eche of x . yerds.

Item,
j . pocter Item, j . overpaynof Raynes.

Inprimis, 1j . antyfeners. Item , j . legande o f hoo le servyce.

Item ,
ij. myssayles, the one noted and closyd wyth sylver, and

the other not noted.

Item, 5. sauter
'

claspyd with sylver, and my mayster is arm
'

y
s

and my ladyes ther uppon.

I tem, j . mortellege covered withe white ledes.
I tem,

j. vestement covered withe crownes gilt in the myddes,
w ith all the apparayle .

Item,
j . ‘
vestement hole of redde damaske warke.

I tem , j . vestement of blak clothe of golde, with the hole orna

Item , j . auter clothe, withe a frontell . of white damaske, the
Trynete in the myddys.

Item, j . vestement o f tunekell.
'

Item, j . cope ofwhite damaske,
withe the ornaments;

I tem, j. awbe. Item , j . stole .

I tem, j . favon, encheked white and blewe. I tem, j . auter clothe .

Item ,
ij. curtaynes o f white sylke, withe a fronte ll of the same,

w ithe fauchouns of golde .

I tem, j . vestement of divers colurys, withe a crosse of golde to

the bakke, iiij. birdys quartelye .
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I tem , j . crosse of sylver and gylt, with oure Lady and Seynt
j ohn.

I tem, j . chales sylver and gylt. Item, j . pax brede.
Item , j . crucyfyxe , thereonwithe oure Lady and S eynt John
enamelyd, and full of flour delys.

I tem ,
ij. candylstykkys of sylver, the borduris gylt.

I tem ,
ij. cruettys of sylver, percell gylt .

I tem, iij. pyllowes stondyng on the autre off rede felwet withe
fiowrys enb rawderid.

Item, ij. carpe ttis. Item,
iiij. cosschenys of grene worstede .

Item, j . chayre in the close t of Frannee, fregid.

I tem

l
, j . cosschonof redde worsted. Item, j . sakeryng hell of

sy ver .

Item
,
j . bul ter . Item , j. ramell. Item, 1j . payre wafer irens.

Item, ij. baske tts Item,
j . seve. Item , j . payre trayes cum j .

coler.

I tem , j . materas. Item,
j . blanket . Item, j . payre of chetis.

Item
,
j . coverlyte .

I tem ,
xxj . Iedys. Item , j . mesynfate [masking -tub] . Item, j.

yelfate [ale vat] .
Item,

vi ij. kelers, &c.

Coguma.

Item,
j . gret bras pote. Item,

vj. cours pottys of brasse.
Item, iiij. lytyll brasse po ttis. I tem,

iiij . grete brasse pottis.
I tem , iij . pike pannys of brasse.

Item,
ij . ladels and ij . skymers of brasse.

I tem,
j . mudron, j . dytynpanne of brasse, j . droppyng panne .

Item,
j . gredyren, ii ij. rakkys, iij. cobardys, iij. trevitts.

Item,
j . fryeyng panne, j . sclyse .

Item, ij. gre te square spittys, ij. square spittys c

Item, ij. lytyll brochys rounde, j . sars of brasse.
I tem ,

j . brasynmort er cum j . pestel l, j . grate, j . sarche of tre.

I tem , j . flessche hoke , 1j . po tte bokys, j . payr tongys.

Item , j . dressyng knyfe, j . fyre schowle, ij . treys, j . streynour.
Item, j . venegre bo tell.

Item , iij. grete standere pannes, j . bochers axe.

Item, 1j . saltyng tubbes. Item, viij. lynges. Item,

we llfyche .

Item
,
j . barell . dim. alec. alb. di.

I tem
,
j . barre ll . anguill unde car . cc. anguill .

I tem
,
j . ferkynangu ill . hoo le . Item,

j . barrell.
Item , j . busschell salt albi. Item, j quart . alb sa1.
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prandium,
et quod abbas, ofii ciarnet extraequitatores

expenderent residuum in mundanis et riotis et ideo
ordinavit dotacionem praedictam inannuetatibus.

Et quod nonfuit intencio dicti Johannis Fastolf in
convencione praedicta mortificare CCC . marcas terrae

,

quia prima convencio JohannisPastonest solvere v
'

.mL

[5000] marcas in tribus annis et fundar e colegiut
'

n
’

quod in intencione dicti JohannisFastolf constaret m l'

[I 000] libr.
, et semper ded it Johanni Pastonmancionem

suam in manerio et tota terra [sic] inNorthefolk et

Southefolk assessa ad v. C . [500] marcas annuatim,

tunc Johannes Paston emeret revercionem CC. mar
"

carum terrae quae valet iiij. 1 mL 4000] marcas ad suam
propriam adventuram pro vj. m v. C . [6500] marcis.
I tem, pro tranquillitafie] et pace tempore vita , ita u

'

t

nonperturbetur per servos hospicii, ballivos, firmarios
seu attornatosplacitorum .

Item quod abbasde Sente Bede 2potuit resistere furi
dationi, intentione ut tune (P) remaneat sibi et suis.

Endorsed : Causa festina bargains inter Fastolf e t Paston. "

A.D . 1 459 , 1 2 Nov.

WILLIAM PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.

This letter gives anaccount of the st e 5 takenbyWil liam Pastoninbehalf
of his brother , who was S ir John Fasto f 's prmcrpal executor, to secure the

goods of the deceased knight immediate ly after his death.

To My Maistr f anPaston in jVofj blé .

YTHE will belovyd broder, I recomand me to
zow, sertefyeng zow that onFryday last

’

was
'

in the mornyng, Wurceter and I wer
’

come
to Londonhe viij. of the elok

,
and we sink

1 The figures iiij .
"
are blurred.

9 Apparent ly S t. Benet 's is intended.
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with my Lord Chanceler,1 and 'I fund bym well dis
posyd inall thyng, and ze schall fynd bym ryth profyt
abyll to zow, &c. And he desyred me to-wrythe zow

a letter
'

inhys
'

name, and put trust in zow ingaderyng
of the good togeder, and pray zow to do so and

have all his good owthe of every place of his, and his

W e place, qwer so ever they wer, and ley it secretlywer as ze thowth best at zowr assynement , and ty
that he speke wi th zow hym selfl

”

and he seyd ye

schuld have all lawful] favor . I purpose to ryde to
him this day fior wryt tis of (116772 daze/sit wa‘nwzzmz,

2

and I sopose ze schall have a letter sent from bym

selff to zow.

Asfor the good of Fowlis, it is safe 1 now [mouglz]
and this day we have grant to have the good owthe of

Barmundsey with owthe avyse of any man, sawyng
Worseter

,
Plomer, and I my selfi and no body schall

know of it but we thre .

My Lord
'

3 '

l reasorer “ spekyth fayr, but zet many
avysem e

'

to put no trust in bym . Ther is laboryd
man

'

y menysto intytill the Kyng inhis good . Sothe

well 5 is Eschetor , and he is rythe good and well dis

posyd. My Lord of Exsater 6 cleymyth tytill inmyn

master plase, with the aportynancys in Sothewerk,
and veryly had purposyd to have entrid ; and his con

sayll wer .with
,

us
, and spak with Wurseter and me.

And now afterward they have sent us word that they
wold meve my Lord to sue be menys of the lawe,&c.

I have spoke wi th my Lord of Canterbury and Master

JonStokys, and I fynd hem rythe will disposyd bothe,
&c.

I tem, to morow ar the nexst day ze schall have a
noder letter, for be that tyme we schall know mor
thanwe do now.

1 Wi l liam ofWaynflete, Bishop ofWinchester.
S
‘

ee p . 1 6, Note 1 .

3 The le ft hand Copy inFenn reads “ brod , which seems ba be 3 misprint.
4 ames But ler , Earl oi Wiltshire and Ormond. Beheaded in 1461 .—F.

ichard Southwe l l.
Henry Hol land, Duke of Exeter.
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My Lord Chanceler wold that my master schuld be
beryed wurchyply, and C. mark almes done for bym
but this day I schal l holly know his enthent. Master

Jon Stokys bathe the same consaythe and almes
gevyng. Harry Fenyngley is not in this towne, ner
the Lord Bechamp.

Item,
we have gethe men of the speretuall law with

haldyn
'

with us, qwat casse some ever hap. We have
Master Robert Kenthe, but in any wyse have all the

good ther to gedyr, and tary for no lettyng, thow ze

schuld do it be day a lythe opynly, for it is

myn Lord Chanceler fiull thenthe that ze schuld
do so.

As for Wyllyam Worceter, he trustythe veryly ze

wold do for bym and for his avaylle, in reson; and I
dowthe no tt and he may veryly and feythefully under

Stand zow so disposyd to bym ward, ze schall fynd
hym feythefull to zow in leke wysse. I understand
by bym he will never have Oder master but t his old

master ; and to mynconsaythe it were pete butt ifi
’

he

schull stand insuche casse be mynmaster that he schuld
never nede servyce, conserying [consider ing] how myn
master trustyd bym ,

and the long zers that he bathe be
wi th bym in, and many schrew jornay for his sake,&c.

I wrythe zow no mor, be cawse ze schall [have] a
noder letter wretyn to morow. Wretyn at Lundon
the XI) . day of Novembr, inhast, be

WILLYAM PASTON.

3 39 .

BISHOP WAYNELETE
’
S ADVICE.

[From Fenn, iii . 3

E it remembred that forasmoch as Sir John
Fastolf late decesed, of grete affeccion, hath

put me yn trust to be one of hys executors,
and seth hyt ys desyryd me to know my dis

posicionhereynne, myne advyse is this, that fyrst _
an
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34 1.

A D. I 459 .

-FRIAR BRACKLEY TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
This le tt er be lon to the latt er rt of the year 1 459. After the dispersion

of the Duke of Yor
'

s army near udlow in Oct obe r o f that

sions we re granted to various rsons to arrest and punish is

ca

adhe rents.

Even as ear ly as the 14th of ctobe r, Lo rd Rive rs and othe rs we re comr

m issioned to se iz e their lands and goods In di ffe rent count ies (see Patent Ro l l,
38 Hen. VI. 1 , m. 1 2 , m domo) . But this le t ter, we are incl ined to think,

waswr it ten a ut six or seven weeks lat er , for it w il l be seen by the next

that Bocking , who is he re stated to have be en wi th my Lo rd Chance l lor
this te rm , must have be en Inat tendance onhim be fore the th Decembe r ,

and the re fore, we may presume , durin Michae lmas t erm. which ended on

the a8th Novembe r . It 15 , however , d i cult to judge , from the ve ry slende r
al lusion to S ir John Fasto lf , whe the r this le t t e r

f

was wr i t ten be fore or af te r

the old knight
’

5 death. Brackley here speaks of beenqui te recently
inSomerse tshire , which Is not unl ike ly to have beenIn

vul

the m idd le o f Oct ober.
when the Earls o f March. Warwick, and Sa lisbury withdrew into the West.

Brackl ey , as wi l l be seen. was a great
'

zanof these Lords, and may very
we l l have accompanied them ; but not ong before Fastolf 'sdeath he appears
to have be enat Norwich.

TE reverent_ ,
mayster and most trusty frepd

in erthe
,
as lowly as I kan or may, I reco

maunde me, &c. Syr , in feyth I was sore

aferd that ze had a gr et lettyng that ze come
not onWednysday to met, &c. Be myn feythe, and

ze had be here, ze schuld haf had t yte good chere,&c. ,

and hafe faryd t yte wele after zour pleser,
more, &c.

Sir John Tatirshall is at one with Heydon, &c.
,

and Lord Skalys hathe made a lofeday1 with the prior
and Heydon in alle materys except the matere of

Snoryng, And the seyd pryor spake maysterly to
the jurrorys, &c.

,
and told hem and if] they had

dred God and hurt of here sowlys, they wold haf some
instruccyonof the one party as wele as of the other.
But they were so bold they ' were not aferd, for they
fownde no homys to sey in her verdyte, asT . T .

2
and

J . H .

3 wold, &c.

c

l Love dayswere days appo int ed for the se t tlement of disputes by arbitra
t i on.

Sir ThomasTuddenham.
3 JohnHeydon.
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A lewde [i .c. illiterate] doctor of Ludgate prechid on
Someday fowrtenyte at Powlys, chargyng the peple that
no manschuld preyen for these Lords traytorys,

1 &c .

and he had lytyl thank , ashe wasworthy,&c. And for

byse lewd demenyng his brethir arn had in the lesse
favour at London

,&c. Doctor Pynchebekand Doctor
Westhawe, grete prechowrys and parsonys at London,
bene now late made monkys of Charterows at Schene,
one at the onplace and another at the other place, 810.

The Chaunceler 2 is not good to these Lords, &c .

,

for he feryth the Erle of Marche wyl cleym e by inheri

tans the Erldam of Ha
3 &c .

, of which mater

I herd gret speche inSomercede schyre, &c. Wynd
ham

,
Heydon, Todynham,

B lake , W. Chambirleyn,
Wentworth, have late commyssyonysto take for tretorys
and send to the next gayl all personys fawtorys and
weelwyllerys to the seyd Lords, &c . Mayster Rad

clyfi and z e haf none of commyssyonys directid to

zow
,&c.

,
for ze bene holdynfavorabil, &c. Wyndham

and Heydon bene namyd here causerys of the com

myssyonys, &c .

OnMoneday last at Crowmere was the ore and the

bokys of regystre of the amrelte takyn a wey from my
Lord Sealys men be a gret multitude of my Lord
Rossys, &c. The Lord Skalys is to my Lord Pr ince ,4

&c . , to wayte on bym, 810. He scyth, per Deum
Sanctum ,

aswe sey here, he schal be am rel or he schal
ly there by, &c . Be my feyth, here is a coysy werd

[unsettled wor ld ]. Walsham of Chauncery, that never
made lesyng, told me that Bokkyng waswith my Lord
Chaunceler this terme, but I askyd not how many
tymys, &c.

AS I haf wrytyn to zow Oftynbyfor this, Facil e vobis
amz

’

cos dc mammona z
'

m
'

quz
'

latzsq
’

dc.

s T . T . , J . H . , et

J . W . ”fynd/2am] cum ceteris Magistri Fastolf

1 Meaning the Ear ls of March , Warwick, and Salisbury .

3 Wi lliam Waynfi e te , Bishop ofWmcheste r.
3 The original le t te r is here de fect ive—F.

4 Edward , P rince of Wales.

5 What ismeant by q
’

de Fenndoesnot explain.
2 K
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fallacibus famul is magnam ge tunt ad vos invidiam ,

quod excelleritis eos in bonis, &c . , Judasnondormi t,
&c. No/i zc/arcf acz

'

cl cs guom
'

am tanquam

j c/zum vc/ocilcr arcsccfzt ct oucmaa
’

moa
’

um o/cra lzcroar um

oc
'

to per D ei gratz
'

am a
’

ccz
'

dcizt. Ideo sic in Psalmo :

Spent inD omz
'

flo ct f ac oom
'

tac‘cm ct pasccr z
'

s in

cy
’

z/s ct tic/cad re inD omino
,
of (food tibi pd z

'

tc
'

ol zcs co;
'

1/1s

toi l Et aliter : yucca cogz
'

tatzcm tulmz in D omino ct

ipse to czzutr z
'

d .

2 Ul z
'

fzam
,
inquit Apostolus, dosa

'

n

o
’
cm tur qui vos com‘

zcrocm t
,

3 &c . Et alibi : Cave/c cos
a malis ct z

'

mpor tum
'

s lzomz
'

m
'

lws.

4 P i ecor gratiosum

Deum qui vos et me creavit et suo pretioso sanguine
nos redem it, vos vestros e t vestra gratiose conservet in

prosperis e t gratiosius d irigat inagendis.

Scriptum Walsham,
feria quar ta5 innocte cum magna

festinatione, &c. U t inam iste mundusmalignas tran
siret e t concupiscentia ejus.

Vester ad vota promptissimus,
Frater J . BRACKLEY,
[Vi/eorum mini/1111s.

342 .

A .D. 1 459 , 7 Dec
— JOHN BOCKING TO YELVERTON,

PASTON ,
AND FILONGLEY.

[From Fenn, i. 1 73.

This le t te r waswrittenat Coventry during the par liament which sat the re
in 1459 , when the Duke of Yorkand his adhe rentswere at tainted.

To my r ig/z! wors/zzjof zcl [Vi/Ziam Yc/vcr/on
,

y ustz
'

ce
, y o/m Paston

,
amt [f er r e E 7ong/qy, and lo

ICHT worshepful Sers, I recomaunde me to

yow. And like it yow to wete , that my Lord
Chaunce ller 6 is right good and tendre

1 Psa lm xxxvi. (o r xxxvii . I ~

4
3 Psalm liv . (or lv. 2 2 .

3 Ga l. vv.
2 Thessf '

1ii. z .

Feria uarta meansWednesday.

Wi lliam aynfle te , B ishop ofWinchester.
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shall more ple inly declare yow, to whom ye like to gif
credence . The Bushop of Excester l and the Lord
Grey Ruthyn

2 have declarid them ful worshipfuly to

the Kings grete plesir. Playter and I writen you a
lettre by Norffolk, yomanfor the Kyngsmouth.

Your JOHN BOKKING.

Tbe f ollowing lis! of ikose of tile D uke of York
’

spar/y
w/zo wer e altaz

'

nlca
’
by Par l iament toasf ozma

’
by Form

pimzca
’
to Me above lctlcr

The Duc of York.

Therle of Marche.

Therle of Rutland.

Therle of Warrwyk.

Therle of Salusbury.

The Lord Powys.

The Lord Clynton.

The Countesse of Sarr.
Sir ThomasNevyle .

Sir JohnNevyle.

Sir ThomasHaryngton.

S ir Thomas O Parre.

Sir JohnConyers.
S ir JohnWenlok.

Sir Will iam Oldhall.

34 3 .

A .D. 1 459 , Nov . or Dec.

SIR PH ILIP WENTWORTH
’

S PETITION.

[From PastonMSS . , B.M. J

This pe tit ionwas presented to the Par liament which sat at Coventry In

1 459 , and rece ived the Royal assent. I t has already been pr inted in the

Ro l ls of Parliament , v. 37 1 .
1 GeorgeN ev 11l sonof R ichard ,Ear l of Sa lisbury ,

brother of Richard, Ear l
ofWarwick. He was aft erwardsA rchbishop of York.

3 Edmund , Lord Gray of Ruthin
,
afterwards created Ear l of Kent.

Edward Bourghcier, sq.

A brother of his.

ThomasVaughan.

Thomas Colte .

Thomas C lay.

JohnDenham.

ThomasMoryng.

JohnO ter .

Maistr Ric Fisher.

Hastyngs and other that
asyet we cannot know
the names, &c.

Asfor the Lord Powys, he come
inne

,
and badde grace as fo r

h is lyf, but as for hise gods
the forfeture passid.



A .D. H E NK Y VI . 501

EKELY besechith Phelip Wentworth, Knyght,
that where the warde and mariage of Thomas,
sour and beire of JohnFastolf, late of Cow

haugh in the [county] of Sufi
‘

olk
,
squyer, and

of the lond of the same John, belonged to the Kyng
of rigth, and among other by reasonof the nonnage of

the sayd heir, the maner of Bradwell inthe said counte
was sesed in to hisbandes by vertu of an enquest take
a fore hisEschetour of the seid counte. The whiche

offices1 John Fastolf, Knyght, and other tented to

traverse, and by that meane had the sayd maner to
ferme, accordyng to the statute in that case made, and
it was foundenand jugement yoven for the Kyng in
the said traverse by the labour of the said Phelipp,
which

,
the xviij. day of Novembre, the yer of the regne

of the Kyng the xxvj. ,
2 bougth ofMarmadukeLampney,

thanTresorer of Englond, the said ward and mariage
for an C. marc, as it appere th inthe Kyngesreceyte, be
syde all other costesand charges that the said Phelipp
hath donuppon the same, as weel in fyndyng of the

Kyngges title of the said ward, as in the meyntenauns

of all other sewt es dependyng uppon the same, to the

costes of the said Sir Phelypp more than D . marc.
And the said John Fastolf, Knyght, was adjuged in
the Kyngeseschequer to pay anC . ix1i xiijs. viija

’

. ob. for

the issuez and profiteswhich he had take of the londes
of the same warde . And where the Kyngges lettres

patentesbe entred inthe remembraunsonthe Tresorer
parte in the said eschequyer in this fourme
Rex omnibus ad quos

, &c. , salutem. Sciatis quod
per manucaptionem Thomze West de Londonar migeri ,
e t Willelmi Barker de Norwico gentilman, commisi
musJohanni Pastonarrnigero et Thomae Howesclerico
custodiam omnium terrarum e t tenementorum cum

pert inentiis quae fuerunt Johannis Fastolf de Cow
haugh incom Sufl

'

olkarmiger i die quo obiit e t quae per
1 Aninquisit ion takenbe fore anescheator, by virtue of his office , was be

quent ly ca l led anoflIce.
1 A .O . 1 44 7 .
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mortem ejusdem JohannisFastolf ac ratione m inoris
aetatisThomae, filn e t haeredis dicti JohannisFastolf,
ad manusnostras devenerunt et inmanibusnostris ad

huc existunt ; habendam a tempore mortis praefati
Johannis Fastolf usque ad plenam aetatem dicti

has
redis, una cum maritagio ejusdem haeredis, absque

( lisparagatione et si de haerede illo humanitus con
t ingat antequam ad plenam aetatem suam pervenerit,
haerede illo infra aetatem existente nonmari tato, tunc
d icti Johannes Paston et Thomas Howes habeant

custodiam e t maritagium hujusmodi haeredis, simul
cum custodiaomnium terrarum e t tenementorum prae
d ictorum et sic de haerede in haeredem quousque
aliquishaereshaeredum praedictorum ad plenam ae tatem

suam pervene
'

rit : Reddendo nobis prout concordari

poterit cum Thesaurario nostro Angliae c itra festum
Paschae proximo futuro, ac sustentando domos

c lausuras et aedificia
,
necnon supportando alia onera

d ictis terris et tenementis cum pertinentiis spectantia

sive aliquo modo incumbentia quam diu custodiam
habuerint supradictam,

ac inveniendo dicto ha redi
compententem sustentationem suam : Eo quod expressa
mentio de vero valore annuo praemissorum inpraesenti
busm inim

’

e facta existit, aut aliquo statuto, actu sive
ordinacione in contrarium edito sive proviso non ob ~

stante . Proviso semp
’

er quod si aliquis alius plusdare
voluerit de incremento per annum pro custodia e t

maritagiopraedictis, quod tunc praedictiJohannesPaston
e t Thomas Howys tantum pro eisdem solvere tene

antur si custod iam et mari tagium habere voluerint

supradictam , In cujus &c. Teste Rege apud West

monasterium vjt° die Junij anno H . v
'

ti
xxxid .

And after that an accorde is entred in the sayd
Eschequer in thys forme z— ln r ecom

"

,
anno

xxxzy
'

” Regis If . bf ff ex par te Remembr
’
Tbemum r iz

'

Et modo, xx. d ie Februarii hoc termino, praedicti
Johannes Paston et Thomas Howys venerant hic in
propriis personis suis e t optulerunt se ad concordan

dum cum Thesaurario Angliae pro custodia omnium
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T HE P A S T O N LET T E R S . [A .D. 1460 .

344 .

A.D. 1 460, 6 Jan—ABSTRACT.

[From PastonMSS B.M. ]

G. SPERLYNG TO JOHN PASTON.

Pastonwas m isinformed as to what Sperlyng said of his late
m aster

’
s
1 will . What he said was that about Hallowmaswas

twelvemonth he wasabout eight weekswith his said master, who
one day exam ined him about the conveyance of his lands, and said

there wasno manof worship inNorfolkhad so many auditors as

he , yet he could never get the certainty how his livelode was dis

posed ; but he had found a means to be quiet, whereof,
”
he

said, I am as glad asamanhad geve me 1000 mark
,

”
by grant

ing his cousin Pastonall his livelode inNorfolkand Suffolk, on

conditionhe should amortise sufficient lands to maintaina master

and six secular pr iests at Castre . Pastonwas to take the risk of

any counter claim
’

and trouble hereafter, &c.
Norwich, Epiphany Day.

[The date of this let ter must be 1460, as it is after Fastolf 's death, and
Speaks of a conve rsat ion the wri te r had with him about the management o f

his landsa twe lvemonth be fore Hallowmaspreceding the date of the le t te r.
A t Hal lowmas 1 459 S ir John was (1 ing , and quite unable to su port any
conve rsat ionfor want of breath, so t t the reference must be to allowmas

34 5 .

A .D. 1460, Jan.

WILLIAM BOTONER TO JOHN BERNEY.

[From Fenn, i .

The date of this le t ter isascertained part ly by the reference in the suppres
sed passa

g
e to Sir JohnFastolf ’s inte rment , and art ly by the allusion to the

capture O Riversand hissonby JohnDenham. ompare the le t ter fo l lowing.

7 b tbe ryg/zt worslzypf u/Z S z
'

r
, f obnB erneye, S raz

'

er
,
at

Castr e beyng
“

.

YGHT wohypfull Sir, I recommaund me to

yow.

2 As for tydyngs

here
,
I sende som of hend wreten to you and

othyrs how the Lord Ryvers,3 Sir Antonye,
1 Sil
IIJ

OhnFastolf.
9 ere ,

"
says Fenn, fol low complaintsagainst Frere B rakle, &c. , con

cerning S ir JohnFastolf ’s inte rment , aff airs, &c.
"

3 R ichard Widville , Lord R ivers, afte rwards created an Ear l by King
E dward IV. , who married his daughte r Elizabe th,
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hys son, and othyrs hafe wonne Calix
l be a feble

assault made at Sandwich by Denham,

2 Squyer, with
the nombre of viij° men, onTwyesday betwene iiij.
and v. at cloks yn the mornyng. But my Lady
Duchesse 3 ys stille ayenreceved ynKent. The Duke
Of York ys at Debylyn[D ublin], strengthed with hys
Erlesand homagers, as ye shall see by a bille . God

sende the Kyng victorie Of hys ennemyes, and rest

and pease among hys Lordes.

I am rygt gretly hevyed for my pore wyfe, for the
sorow she takyth, and most leefe hyr and hyr contree .

Y shall nothing take from byr more thena litell spend

yng money, tille better may bee. And the Blessed

Trinite kepe and sende you belth.

Wret at Londonhastly, the Monday after I departed
from you, r459, x. Your

,

W. BOTONER, called WYRCESTER.

A .D. 1 460, 28 Jan.

W ILLIAM PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .
This le t t er , like the last , re fe rs to the capture. Of Lord Rivers and his son

a t Sandwich , an incident dated by Wil liam Worceste r In his annals shor t ly
afte r the Christmas of 145 9 , which probably meansj ust after the New Year.

To lzis r ig/i t warsh ip/i i i! bz
'

oi/zer
, yo/mPasta/z, be 112c

lettre dcfir erm
’

.

FTER dewe recomendacionhad, please you to
wete that we cam to London uppon the

Tewysday by none, nexst aftr our departour

fro Norwich, and sent our men to inquyre

1 Thismust be a sneer . The t ruth, as re corded by Botoner himse lf Inhis
annals, was that John Denham and Othe rs secre t ly sa iled from Calais, and
surprised Sandwich, whe re the y tookLord Rive rs and his sonAnthony pri

mne rs, and carr ie d them back to Calais.
2 JohnD enham or D nham

,
afte rwards Lord Dynham.

3 eci ly , Duchess of i
i

’
ork.
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after my Lord Chaunceler,
‘
and Maistei JohnStokys.

and Malmesbury.

And as for my Lord Chaunceler, he was departed
fro London, and xwas redyn to the Kyng 1j . dayes er

we were come to London; and aswe understand he

hasted hym to the Kyng by cause of my Lord Ryvers
2

takyng at Sandwyche, &c .

3

As for tydyngs, my Lo rd Ryvers was brougth to

Caleys, and by for the Lordswith vii X [ezg/zt score]
torches

,
and there my Lord of Salesbury rehe ted

[rated ] bym , callyng bym knaves son
,
that he schuld

be so rude to calle bym and these other Lords traytors,
for they schall be found the Kyngs treue liege men,
whan he schuld be found a traytour, &c . And my
Lord of Warrewyk rehe tyd bym,

and seyd that his
fader was but a squyer, and broute up with Kyng
H erry the V“

,
and sethenhymself made by maryage .

and alSO made Lord
,
and that it was not his parte to

have swyche langage of Lords, beyng Of the Kyngs

blood. And my Lord of Marche reheted bym in lyke
wyse. And Sir Antony 4 was reheted for his langage
of all iij. Lords in lyke wyse.

I tem, the Kyng cometh to Londonward, and, as it
isseyd

,
rereth the pepyll as he come but it is certayn

ther be comyssyons made in to dyvers schyres that
every manbe redy in his best aray to com whan the
Kyng send for hem .

I tem,
my Lord Roos is com fro Gynes.

NO more, but we pray to Jesu have you inhismost
mercyfull kepyng. Amen.

Wretyn at London, the Munday next after Seynt
Fowle day.

5

Yowr broder
W ILLIAM PASTON .

1 Wi lliam de Waynfle te, B ishop ofWincheste r.
2 S ee p. 504, No te 3 .

Then fo llows, " says Fenn,
a long account of private busmess, whxch

is he re om it ted .

"

4 S ir Anthony Widv ille . afterwards Lord Scales and Earl R ive rs.

5 The Feast of the Conve rsion of S t . Pau l is on the asth of January .
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p
'

arties toke not to herte to make the payementeshere
so hastely as they ded there, I had no comffortable

answere of spedyng the seid paymenteshere. And also

I wasnot put in truste a mong the seid attorneys there
to yeve onpeny for my maister sowle, but I paid it Of
mynowne purse befoore nother in trust ne favour to
geve an almesse gowne, but that I praid for it as a

straunger schulde doo, alle be it myn autorite is as

grete as theris, and rather more as I tolde you. And

also my Lorde Of Canturebury and Maister John
Stookes, his juge, had geve autorite to ministre to a

certein somme t ill the testament were proved. And

these preseidents consedred wolde discorage any man
to a bide but a litel amongeshem that so straunged hem
self from me and mistrusted me, be thut any cauce ye
knowe wele how that my maister manservaunteswere

put in gretter truste and familiarite to handell, geve,
and telle out Of the bagghesmy maister money bothe
at Seint Benetts and in Norwich ind ivers places by
grete summesand litell. And ye as other my maister
servauntesand I that helped gete mymaister goode and
brynge it togedre were straunged, and as it semyd by
there demenyng mistrusted to oure grete vilanye and

rebuke, wheche muste be answerd the causeswhy, and
we declared and so shal I make it
for my pore person, and for my maister sowle heele .

I t is not soilied (P) knowen that I was one Of the

cheefle that kepte bothe my Maister Pastonand myn

oncle 1 inmy maister favour and truste, and if I wolde
have labored the contrary, by my sowle— that is the

grettest othe that I may swere Of my SHIT— they had
never be nygh my maister in that case they stonde
nowe. And if they woll labour to damage or hendre
me, all the worlde woll

'

mysreporte of hem and litel
truste hem

,
nowther they schal not have wurschip nor

profight bi it. I wolde be to them as lowyng and as

wele willyng as I gan, so I fynde cause , and other I
wolnot be to my fadre, and he weere a line. I requere

Bo tone r
’

s wife , whose Christ ian name was Margare t , was a niece of
Thomas Howes, parson of B lofie ld. He the re fore cal lsHones hisuncle
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you a[n]swere for me as I wolde and have do for you
whan som of hem have seid ful nakedly of you, and

suche asye deeme hafe mysereported causeles Of me,
I pray you that they see my letter as weele as my
frendes. Mymaister also (God yelded issowle) graun
ted to me a liflelode accordyng to my degre, that I,
my wilfe, and my childre, schulde have cause to prey
for hym. My wilfesuncle

1 waspresent inhischapell at
Castre aswe le as my wilfe, and comaunded her oncle
to chese the londe. This is trowthe be the blissed
Sacrament that I receyved at Pasch Easter]. And

because I demaunded my right and dwte of myMaister
Paston

,
he is not plesed. I have lost more thanne

x. mark worthe londe in my maister servyce, by
God, and not [unless] I be releved, alle the worlde

schal knowe it elles that I have to gret wrong. Wolde

God I kowde plese bothe Maister Pastonand my oncle
inreson, who preserve you.

Wrete hastely the vij. day of Feveryere.

Your,
W . BOTONER, (iii Wurcester .

A.D. 1460, 6 April.—W. LOHNER To JOHN PASTON .

[From PastonMSS . , B .M. ]

The date of this le t te r must be afte r the death of Sir JohnFastolf. and
be fore John Paston had gone to take possession of his lands in Norfo lk.
Saxthorpe was one of Fastolf

'

s manorswhich so came to him. The year
may there fore be presumed to be 1460.

To ibe r ig/i i wor e/i ipf ull and r ever ent and myn good

mayster P as/on, Sguyere, be t/i is taken.

Y ryght worchipfull mayster, I recomaunde me
to yow, besechyng yow to hold me excusyd

that I awaytyd noon otherwyse Opon yow
and my mastras at my comyng from Nor

1 See Note on last page.
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wich for
’

yngood feyth I was SOO seke that I badde
moche labour to come home

,
and sythen that tyme I

have badde my parte,&c. And, Sere, as for Berney, he
begynnyth to falle ought of the popell conceyte faster

thanever he fell yn, for serteyncausez ,&c. I shalle telle

yow ynhaste. But, Sere, blyssyd be God, as for yow,

your love yncresith amonge hem,
and so I prey God

it mot, for and I herde the contrarie , ye shuld sone

have wetyng. The under-shrefe dotht Mortoft favour,
and lete bym goo ynNorwich asbym lyst, and al the

contre abought me sey right evyll of bym for a mayn

tenor of the Kynges enime ; for there ben an C .

purposid to ride to the Kyng for bym,
and

he come neer this contre, for they sey thow he badde
never doo with his bandes he hath seid a now to die .

I have wat end the under-shrefie ther of, &c. Sere ,
forther, I am ynbildyng of a pore hous. I truste God
that ye shulle take your loggyng ther ynhere after whan

ye come to your lordshippis on tho partes. And I
durste be 5 00 bolde on your maystershep to aske of

yow xij. copill of Oken sparris, I wold hertilly prey
yow not to have them , but ther they may be for bore
beste, and that is at a yard of yourz yn Saxthorpe,
callid Barkerz . I have eshe but noon oke

,
but litell

now comyth the fellyng ther of,&c. And me semyth ye

myght take mony for wood ther that stant and seryth

and doth no good but harme , and with yn fewe yeres

ye shulnot wete where it is become,&c. Also ther be
serteynmaterz betwynsoom of your tenuantez and me .

I abide your comyng and doo not [noug/t ] at the
reverens of yow ; they be knowelle yn the contre.

And God have yow ynhiskepyng.

WretynonPalme Sunday.

Be your servaunt,
W. LOMNER.
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And now last at Seynt Benettes, where he so worschip
ful a justise and as kunnyng in lawe as ever was zour

fadyr ,&c. as alle menknowyn, 810. And zour brother

J . P . brokyn owt be occasyon of zour langage, and

takynwytnesse of Malmysbury, a manof my Lord of

Caunterbury, whiche hath Spokynwith the seyd justise
the last terme inWestmyster Halle. And there he
seyd more tymes than one,

“ Sire , this the fyrst tyme

that ever I spake with zour Lordschip, &c.
”
And

sythe after ze weryn at Seynt Bene ttys forseyd, ze

komyn not gentylly but ryte malicyously disposid to

myn Lady Felbrygg, and dede your devoyr to haf put
bym out of hir conceyt, and it wolde not be,&c. And

what vyolensmyMayster J . P. , germanus vester, dede
to W . Wayt,

1&c. up onhise owne grownd at Musshold
,

&c. And after al these materys, bare me onhand 2 that
I had seyd to onof the worthiest of the Schyre that the
seyd justise be gan the brekyng at Seynt Benettes;
for I suppose I seyd thus to my Lord , Fyz Water,
alias my Mayster Radclyff, to whos in I went to, and
zaf hym a potel of swete wyne , he demaundyng me of

that brekyng, &c.
,
as I remembre me and suppose I

seyd,
“ W . Y. , justise, began to myn knowlache and

understondyng. Whanhe seyd so fumowsly,
“Who so

ever sey that of me, he lyeth falsly inhise hede, &c .

”

And my Mayster Radclyff rode forthe with owt of towne
to Dokkyng and Brumham,

and with hym rode W . Y. ,

sone to the justise. And yf the seyd Radclyff teld this
to W. Y. ,

I wote never. And yf he dede I merveyle

sore. But and al go to al, as is like to go , I may not sey
nay, but I trow I seyd so. Radclyf and ze bene grete
fremdes. I wold z e wold lat bym knowe the trowth,&c .

This mater mevyd the justisis wyf, and than he

be gan hise mater more boldly, seying to me be

fore the pryour and m iche pepyl, that it was told bym
the same day that I seyd, as for the brekyng, the

justise began. Forsothe, seyd I , whan I came
into the chambre there, the fyrst word I hard was this,

1 S ee page 1 50, Note 2. S ee page 90 , Note 1.
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that ze seyd to my mayster J . P . ,
Who that everseyth

so, I sey he lyeth falsly in hise hede,
’ &c .

” “ Ya,
quod the justise, ze schuld haf told what mevyd me

to sey so to bym .

”
And I seyd I cowde not tellyn

that I not herd, &c. Et Judex— “ Z e schuld haf
examyned the mater,

” &c. And I seyd, Sire‘

,
it

longyd not to me to examyne the mater, for I knew
wele I schuld not be juge in the mater, and alonly to

a juge
'

it longyth to sene and stodyen illam Sacrae

Scripturae clausulam,
whiche holy Job seyd, Caz/Jam

quam flesa
'

eéam (z
’
z/zgel zsszme znvesfzgabamf

’

And than
,

“ No
,
seyth he hardyly,

“
ze schal not

not be Juge , but yf ze had owt me as good wil as z é
dede and do to Paston, ze wold thanhave sergyd the

cause of my gret greef, why I seyd as I seyd, &c.

But I haf sey the day, ze lovyd me beter than bym ,

for he yaf zow never cause of love as I haf done,
” &c.

Sire, I sey, he hath yovyn me cause swyche as I
am behold to bym for

,
&c.

“ Ya,
”
seyth he,

“
ze

schal bere wytnesse, &c , and the other Mayster Cle

ment and W. Schipdham .

”

.

Cui ego
—“ As for the

wytnesse I schal bere, I schal sey and writyn as I
knowe,

” &c. Cui ille I made hise testament,
1
and

I knowe, &c. Cui ego I saw
'

nevir testament of
your makyng and as for on testament that he made,
and I knowe bothe the writer and maker, after hise wyl
and intent , ze stonde stille there in as ze dede than

,

”

&c. Et tunc gavisus est, &c. Et ille I knowe ze

haf a gret hert, &c.

, but I ensure zow, the Lordes
above at Londonam infoormyd of zow,

and they schal
delynwi th zow wele anow.

”
Cui ego He or they

that hate infoormyd the Lordes wele of me
,
I am

behold to hem ,
and yf they be o therwyse infoormyd ,

I schal do as wele as I may. But be myn trowthe I
schal not be aferd to sey as I know

‘

e for none Lord of

this lond, if I may go saf and come, quod n'

on credo,
per Deum , propter evidencias multas,

” &c‘

. Tunc

pri or —“Domine, nonexpedit nec rationi seu vera: corn
1 Thisseems to refer to the will of Sir JohnFastolf, though he isnot named.

2 L
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scientiae congruit, quod vos contendatis cum Magistro

Paston, vel ipse vobiscum, pro bonis defuncti , quae
solum sua et non vestra sunt. Miror valde,

”
inquit,

“
cum prioribus temporibus tam magni fuistisam ici, e t
nonsicmodo, quare valde doleo .

”
Cui Judex There

isno manbesy to bryng us to gyder,&c. , so that I kan
wele thynk it were lytil maysteri.

”

But in feyth I
knowe wele the Juge , W. Wayte his mawment

puppet], hise boy Yimmys, with here hevedy and

fumows langage, have and dayly do uttyr lewd and

schrewd dalyauns, &c.

I sent zow bode of dyvers thinges be M. Roger
Palle, and I haf no answer

,
&c. I schuld go to Castre,

and a man of my Lordes Norfolk told here he came
fro London, and there he had commonly voysid that
the Duke of Norfolk schuld be the Kynges comaunde
ment kepe hise Esterne at Castre for safe gard of the

cuntre ayensWarwyk and other swich of the Kinges

emmyeswhiche may lyt ely be lyklynesse aryve at Wax

ham
, &c. My mayster zour brother

, J . P . , ne ye, ne

M. T . Howys, ne I may not esily be brokyd in the

Jugys conscyens, &c. Sir JonTatirshalesmanspake
with yow at London, and thanye seyd to bym to hafe
comyn inyour owne persone to our Lady or thistyme

,

whiche was cause of mynabidyng here, &c. I schal
,

be the grace of Jesu, be at Castre onSoneday next, &c.

W. W. , J . B . , junior, Colinus Gall icus, l et T . Upton
multum, ut suppono, fuerunt assidui ad informationem
malam dandam dominis diversis hujus regni contra
vestrum germanum J . P . ,

M. T . Howes, me , e tc. sed

confido in vobis quod vos confiditis in Chr isto Jesu
et Sanctis omnibus, qui vos vestros e t vestra dirigat in
agendis. Recommendetis me, si placeat, Magistro
meo Johanni P. , uxori, et matr i, cum filiissuisnepoti
bus vestris, et Thomae Playt ere vestro dilecto am ico .

Et quare vobisjam scribo et nonvestro germano J . P.

al ias scietis, etc.

Vester orator continuus
,

F. J . B Minorum minimus.
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name to mynsuster Ponyngges,
1
as ze and I comunyd

onys togeder, cownsellyng her to take good avyse befor
sche sold her wood atWrenham and he schuld knowe
ther by weder Ponynggeswer inKent ar nat, &c. I
understond that this Bokkyng andWorceter have grett
trust in ther awne lewd consaythe, wathe some ever it
m enythe,&c. Bokkyng told me thisday that he stood
aswell inconsaythe with mynMaister Fastolfi

’

iiij. days
befor he dyed as any man in Englond . I sayd I
soposyd nay, ner iij. zere before he dyed. I told bym
that I had hard dyveres talkyngesof bym asmensayd,

qweche I soposyd schuld nat easly be browthe a

bowthe, and he swore that he talkyd never with no
man inno mater that schuld be a zeri zow, &c. I t is
he that makythe WilliamWurce ter so froward ashe is.

I wold ze had a witnesse of Roberd Ingglows, thow
he wit tnessyd no more but that myn master had his
witthe, becawse he was so lathe with myn master

Fastolfi
'

. Worceter sayd at Castre it schuld be nesses
sary for zow to have good witnesse, as he saythe it

schuld go streythe with zow wytheowt zowr witnesse

were rythe sofycyent. Myn cosyn Berney can te ll
zow, &c.

I tem,
remenbre to make the parson to make an

instrument up on his sayyng. I funde bym rythe

good qwan I spak with bym at Caster ; and remembre
the newe evydens.

I tem, Arblaster and I spakk togeder. I fe lle bym
tythe feythefully disposyd to zow ward, and he schall
mow do myche good and he go to Lundon, for he can

labore will a monge Lordes. He and I comunyd to
geder of mynLord Awbre ;

2 lethe bym tell zow qwat
it was, for he will speke with

'

zow to morow. I t is full
nessessary to makzow strong be lord chep, and be oder
menys. Myn Lord Awbry bathe weddit the Duke of

Bokyngham d
'

owter,
3
and he was lathe with Master

1 E lizabe th Paston, now w fe o f Robe rt Poyninn .gs
Aubrey de Vere sonof the Ear l of Okford who suff e red death, with his

fil the r , inFebrua ry ” 62.
’ Arine, eldest daughter of Humphry Duke of Buckingham
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Fastolfi
’

be fore he dyed, and he is g
’

ret with the

Qwene .

God have zow inHiskepeng. Wretynat Norwyche

the secund day of May
Be zowr broder, W. PASTON.

Omnya pro pecunya facta sunt.

A.D. 1460,
'

8 May.

THE ABBOT or LANGLEY TO JOHN STOKES .

[From Fenn, iii.

7 2) t/ze ryg/l t worch ipfull S er e, Mayster y
’

all/z S toker .

YGHT worshypq Sere, I recomaund me to

yow and for asmyche as it is inforrnyd m e

that it was appoynted that alle the executors
of the worshepfull knyght, Sere JohnFastolf,

whos soule God asoyle, shuld be at London as on

Monday next comyng, of wheche executors I am

namyd for on, as I ondyrstond wherfore, inasmyche

as ye be ordenary and on of the same executors, I
prey yow tendre my labour e withoute my comyng,
be youre dyscrecionmyght be more profyt to the dede

for I conseyve it shuld be but charge to the dede, and
lytell avayleable , consyderyng that John P aston,
Squyere, and Thomas Howys, parson of Blofeeld,
schall come up at this t ime, wheche were1 the persones
above all o ther that the seyd Sere JohnFastolf put in
hysmost sengulere love and trust, and wold they shuld
have the kepyng and dysposicionof hysgoods, aswele
in hys lyve as after hys deseas, to dyspose for the well
of hys soule ; and that nonother namyd hysexecutors,
but only they tweyn, shuld have ony kepyng or dys

posyng of ony part of hese goods duryng ther lyves;
and that alle o ther namyd executors shuld supporte
them and ge ve them to the seyd John Paston and

1 T his wo rd is om it ted in the l ite ral t ranscri pt inFenn.
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ThomasHowys here good avyse inperformyng of hys

desyre in that behalve. Wherfor that it lekyth yow in
ony thyng ye desyre me to do in thys cause or matere

to geve yowre feyth and credence to the seyd John
Pastonand Thomas Howys and so desyred me the

seyd Knyght feythefully to do
,
that knowyth God

whom I be seke preserve yow from alle adversyte .

Wretyn in the Abbey of Langeley, the viij. day of

the monyth of May, the yeere of oure Lord ml-cccc lx.

Youre preest, ABBOT OF LANGELEY.

1

3 5 2 .

A.D. 1 460, 1 9 June.

JOHN PASTON TO MARGARET PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , E.M .]

This le tter appears to have be enwrit ten the year afte r Fastolf 's death.

To my trusty cosyn, Margaret Parfai t , at ZVorwz
'

c/z, be

112is deb'ver tafi
z

RECOMAUNDE me to you, letyng you witte
that I sent a letter to JohnRusse and Richard
Kalle that thei, by th

’

advyse of WatkynShip
dam and William Barker shuld send me word

of whom alle the maneres
, londes, and tenementes

that were Sir JohnFastolfleswern holde, preyng you
that ye wold do them spede them in that mat ier ; and
ifmy feodaryes, whiche lye in the tye of my gret cofyr,
may ought wisse therin, lete them se it.
I tem , I wolde that William Barker shulde send me

a copye of the olde traverse of Tychewell and Beyton.

And lete Richard Kalle spede hym hidderward, and

come by Snaylwel, and take suyche mony as may be

getyn there, and that he suffre not the mony that the
tenauntes owe to

.

come in the fermours bandes.

1 H isname wasN icholas.
3 Be low thisaddress is writ ten, in another band, To Richard Calle , at

Caster, be this de liverid inhast.
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to all people, that we, ne noon of us. intende not to
favour or tendre hem,

or any other of suspecte fame,

but rather to corecte suche be the lawe, for we made
our seid letters soly for kepyng of the pease and jus
t ice, and not for favour of suspecte condicione. And

the Holy Trynyte kepe yow:
Wretenat London the xxi it day of Jule.

To all Meyers, Sceryves, Balyfys, Constables, and
all the KyngesOffecers and Ministres inNor
flolk, and eche onof hem .

3 5 4 .

A .D . 1460

ANONYMOUS TO YELVERTON AND PASTON.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M . ]

This le t ter is by an unknown writer, and very uncertain as to date . I t
shews that Tuddenham, Wentwor th , and Heydon, all adhe rentsof the House

o f Lancaster , were desirous of a comprom ise w ith Ye lve rton and Paston.

The year 1560 , some time after the bat t le of Northampton, is pe rhaps as

like ly a penod as any .

To 1111: fi ght wars/Ezffi dSens, my r ig/z! 2121615810val aad
'

trusted casy rzs, Is
'

llz
'

am Yelver ton
, y usfz

'

ce
,
and 7 0h :

IR, please your right worshipfull maystership
that Mayster Paston come to Londonas on

Thursdaye att none last past, and I trust
verelye all maters here were resonablye

labored to his comyng, and now they shal be better.

Neverthelesse, I have ben mevid of tretye by dyvers
personez sith I came bidre, as wele for Tudenham,

Wentworth, Heydon, and other at this tyme not wel
willed to yow and yourez , seyng that such money as is
spent a twix yowe is but wastfully expendid and to

nonuse vertuouse. I fele by theym they be not right
corageousintheyrwerkes,ner nought wold if theymyg

ht

have a resonable trete. I meve not this that ze shold
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thenk that they had conquered me by noyaus, but I
do it to avertyse yow for th

’

eschewyng of the import
able costes that hath benbornby yow, and yet lyke to
bee, aswele in the elde maters hangyng as innewe at

this ryme to be grownded, if thiswerre shal rest and
hold a twyx yowe, and specially for the ease of hym

that shalbe solicitour in the same . Ye nede at this
terme rather to have had thre solicitours than inany
o ther terme past this lij. yere, on concyderyng the

matershangyng,&c ofwhich please
‘

yow to send yowr

gode advyse and wille yf ye thenkit to be don, and
elsnot, for this isbut a mocion, &c.

3 5 5 .

A D. 1460, Oct.

FRIAR BRACKLEY To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii.
This le t ter appears to have been writ ten just before the sit ting of the

Par l1ament of Octobe r 1460 , of which JohnPastonwas amembe r . Warwick
'

3

brothe r was thenChancel lor . No signature 15 at tached to this le t te r m Fenn;
l iberal copy , although the name is appended to the mode rn transcript.

Tamy Mays/er j ou P asfofle, E sgwyer , be tfiis[d rai

YTE reverent Sire, after durecommendacion,we
sey in this cuntre that Heydon is for Barki

schir inthe ComonHows. And the Lady of
Suffolk1 hath sent up hyr sone

2
and hise wyf

to my Lord Of York to aske grace for a schireve the

next yer, Stapilton, Boleyn, or Tyrel , qui absit . God

send zow Ponyng, W . P .
,
W . Rokewode , Or Arblaster.

Z e haf myche to done ,
Jesu Spede zow. Z e haf many

good preyers, what of the covent, cyte , and cuntre.

God safe our good Lords, Warwik
,
alle hiSe bréther

‘

,

1 A lice , widow ofW illiam
,
Duke of Sufiolk.

’ Johnde la Po le , second Duke of Suffo lk. He married E lizabe th, the
Duke of York

’

5 daugh ter.
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Salisbury, &c.
,
fro al fals covetyse and favour of ex

torcyon, as they wil fie uttyr schame and confusyon.

God save hem , and preserve frO r treson and poyson;
lete hem be war her of for the pite of God ; for yf owt

come to my Lord Warwik but good, far weel ze, far

weel I , and al our frends! for be the weye of my sowle ,
this lond wer uttirly on done , asGod forbede . Her

emmyesbostynwith good to come to her favour
but God defende hem,

and zeve hem grace to knowe
her freuds fro her enmyes, and to cherisch and preferr

her frends and lesse the myt e of alle her emmyes

thorw owt the schiris of the 10nd. And if] my
good Lord Warwik

,
with my Lord his brother Chaun

celer l and my Lord her fadyr
2 woldyn opposyn, as

dede Danyel, Fortesku, Alisaunder, Hody, Doctor
Aleyn, Heydon, and Thorp, of the writyng made be
hem at Covyntre Parlement, they schuld answer wers
thansub cino or sub privo and this generaly wold
I sey at PowlysCros, etc.

,
and if] I schuld come

there, &c. I t is verifyed of hem, 1
°

Jeremiae,
Vere mendaez

'

um operatus est sti/us mma
’

ax ser ibarum,

&c. And think of two vers of zour Sawter, S er z
'

bantur

be e ingeneratz
’

oae altera (hujus scilicet parliamenti) et

papa/us qui er eabz
'

tur laudabz
’

t D aminum,
3 &c. Dele

antar etiam talesper t/erst ser zybtores d
’
e am viventium

et eum j ustz
'

s non ser z
'

barztar .

4 Et nonplura, sed vos,

vestros et vestra conservet Jesus graciose inprosperis
e t graciosius dirigat inagendis.

Ex Norwico, feria quarta,5 nuncio festinante.
And I prey zow for Godds sake to be good mayster

to Jon Lyster, &c. And I prey zow think, in this
Parlement, of the text of Holy Scripture, Quz

’

eurzgzze

fleer z
'

t eo/ztra legem D ei et contra legem Rg z
'

s j udz
'

ez
’

um

fiet a
’
e ea, vel inearza

’

emzzat iozzem substantz
'

w ej us, we! in
career em, vel in ex t/tum, vel in mor tem (Primo Esdrm,

V1} , et par ti 2
° Esdrae

1 George Nevi ll , Bishop of Exe te r.
3 Richard Nevil l. Ear l of Sa lisbury.

Psalm Ci. {or cii ) 1 8.

4 Psa lm lxvm . (or lx ix . ) 28
5 Fen

'

a qua r ta meansWednesday.
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parte sua, &c . Deo teste non fecit (P) I vos magistri

sui
, &c. Haec omnia et plura d ixi t idem miser

magistro Clementi , a quo haec omnia et plura didici
&c. I tem dicit quod vos timetis adire locum parlia
menti quia non vultis praestare pecunias Regi nec
Reginae et al iis e t ideo pigri tia vestra in hoc passu
e rit bonis mortui satis nociva, &c. Ego tot et tanta

audivi de illo quod , per Deum , nunquam confidam in

i llo, &c. ; est enim m iser multum malencolicus et in

to to cOlericus, et , salva patientia vestra; reddat com
potum de

-singulis,
antequam

’

capiat onus testamenti,
&c.

Judex 2 cras venturus est, &c. , et sicut se hic gerit
y estra cari tasnotitiam habebit, &c. Rogo detism ihi
l icentiam recedendi ad conventum Norwici, ad mutan
dum vestimenta mea propter sudores, &c. , et ad stu

dendum pro sermone, &c. , ad honorem Dei, &c. , qui

vos vestros et vestra salvet insaecula. Amen.

Vester orator, FRATER J . B.

On t/ze backz— Item d ixit magistro Clement i quod
ipse nonvult esse Frere, veni mecum ,

nec canta secum,

nec Dacok
,
nec facok, nec Frater, lava pedes, &c.

I tem dicit vos instruxisse magistrum suum contra cum

de auferendo evidencias, &c .

, et ipse plures labores
habuit pro eo quam vos vel aliquis alius, &c. Custo
d ite literam ultimo a me vobis m issam, &c. Utinam
Upton et ipse essent extra locum, &c.

,
quia hic fiunt

consumptionesmaximze , &c.

E ndorsed in a 1 6th century Iza tzd :
—A lettre much dispraising W. Wir

cest er, from Doc tor Brakley.

3 5 7 .

A .D. 1460, 1 2 Oct.

CHRISTOPHER HANSSON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i .
1

'

t le tter must have beenwr it ten in the year 1460, when the Duke of

1 The word is ft
"
in the MS. And to make sense of the passage , I think

ano the r word must be om it ted. Non fecnvos am ic um magistn sui ,
”

he d id no t make you out to be any friend of his master .

3 WilliamYelver ton.
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orkcame ove r from Ire land his party having be envictoriousat the bat t le
of Northamptonand gained possessi onof the King

’
s pe rson.

To tbc rnt wors/zsfi ell S ir afla
’Mats/er ,j o/mPas/on,

Escuz
'

er
,
at Nomoz

'

c/ze
,
be t/zz

'

s a
’
e/yz

rcr ea
’
in lzast.

GHT worschipq Sir and Maister, I reco
maund me un to you. Please you to we te,
the

'

Monday after oure Lady Day
1 there

come hider to my maister ys place,
2 my

Maister Bowser, Sir Harry Ratford, John Clay, and

the Harbyger of my Lord of Marche, desyryng that
my Lady Of York 3 myght lye here untylle the comyng
of my Lord of York and hir tw sonnys, my Lorde
George 4 and my Lorde Richard,

5
and my Lady Mar

garete 6 hir dawz tyr, whiche y graunt hem in youre

name to ly here untylle Mychelmas. And she had no t

ley here ij. dayesbut sche had tythyng of the loudyng
.of my Lord at Chestre. The Tewesday next after,
my Lord sent for hir that sche shuld come to bym to

Harford [Herefor d ], and thedet sche is gone. And

sythe
" y left here bothe the sunys and the dowz tyr ,

and the Lord of Marche comyth every day to se

them.

I tem ,
my Lord of York hath dyv ers straunge com

missions fro the Kyng for to sitte indyvers townys
comyng homward ; that is for to sey, in Ludlow,

Schrrofysbury, H erford, Leycetre, Coventre, and in

other dyvers townys, to punych them by the fawtes to
the K) ngs lawys.

As for tythyngs here, the Kyng is way at Eltham
and at Grenewych to hunt and tO

'

sport hym there,
bydyng the Parlement, and the Quene and the Prynce
byth in Walys alway, And is wi th hir the Duc of

1 The Nat
o

ivit of Our Lady 15 on the 8th September. The Monday fol
lowing was in

s
t
_

isyear the 1 5 th.

1 P robabl i r JohnFastolf’s place 111 Southwark.
1 Ceci ly,Dmihess
Afte rwardsD

c

u

ss

ke of Clarence.

5 AfterwardsRichard I II .

0 Af terwardsDuchess of Burgundy
7 The modernversion inFenn reads : And she hath left here. ’
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Excestre and other
,
with a fewe mayne, asmenseythe

here .

And the Due of Somerset he is inDepe [D ieppe] ;
withe hym Maister John Ormound, Wyttyngham ,

Andrew Trollyp, and other dyvers of the garyson of

Gyanys, under the Kyng of Fraunce safcondyte , and

they seythe here, he porpose bym to go to Walys to

the Queue . And the 'Erle ofWyltschyre 1 is stylle in
pece at Otryght at the Frerys [Fr iars], whiche is
seyntwary.

Item
, Colbyne yscome home to

2

my maister 18 place,
and seyth that, at your departyng

2
ouz t of London, ze

send bym word that he schuld come bedder to the

place, and be here un tylle your . comyng a zene ; and
so he is here it, and seith he wolle take no maister
but be your avyce, nether the leese [never t/zeless]
awaytythe uppon Maister Oldhall the most parte at

Redre 3 at his place .

I tem,
Maister Ponyngs hathe enteret on an two or

iij. placys uppon the Erle of Northomberlond, and he

stondyth in good grace of the Kyng, my Lord of

Marche
,
my LordWarwyk, and my Lord of Salysbury.

Most parte of the contre abought his lyflod hold aythe
withe hym. And my maisteras your sister 4 is not
delyverd asyet God yef hir god delyveraunce .

NO more to you at this ryme, but and z e wolle
comaund me any servyce y may doo , it is redy. And

Jesu have you in his blessid kepyng ; and I beseche

you this letter may comaund me to my maisteras your
moder, and my maisteras your wyfe, and alle your
houshold.

Wre tenat London the x1] . day of Octobre.

Your owne Servaunt,
CHRISTOPER HANSSON.

1 amesBut ler, Ear l ofWiltshire and Ormond.

astonmust have le ft Londonand one to Norwich not long be fore the
Par liament , which began on the 7 th ct ober ; and, as we have already
observed. he did not re turn intime for i ts commencement.
’ Redrifi

'

or Ro therhithe .

Elinbeth, wife of Robert Poynings
—S ee No 322 .
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day after Seynt Feythesmesse , or tyll the Tewysday
sevenyth after at the ferthest, and at tho dayes I hard
no word fro bym. And so uppon the Thursday after
had I word that the under-eschetour schuld sytte at

Ocle 1 the Tewysday after Seynt Luce
2
and so I tarye

as yette , and trust verely to be with you the Saterday
at the ferthest after Seynt Luce. I tem , Sir, if my
Maister of the Rolles3 be not come, I trust to God to
com tydely i now,

as for the traversys and if ye besi

you to the innyng ther Of or I com,
R ichard Ley schall

delyver hem you, if ye send tobym for it ; for I left
hem with bym to g ete hem in if he mygth, and pro
mysed bym a reward for his labour. I tem,

my mais
tres4 and all folkes be beyll and mery, blyssed be Jesu,
ho have you inhis blyssed govem ansand proteccion.

By your, THOMAS PLAITER.

3 60.

A .D . 1 460, [2 1 Oct ]
THOMAS PLAI

’

I
‘

ER TO JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS .

, B .M. ]

Th is le tter must have be en writ ten immediate ly after the taking of the

inquisit ion refe rred to in the preceding. The list o f the jur y who tookit ison
a separate paper found apar t from this le tte r inwhich it was enclosed. The

names of those indicated as sworn are ident ica l with those on the ofii cral

record (Inquisit ionspost mor tem .

3
8 and 3 Hen. VI .

, No. but seven
t dditional namesare inc luded, besi es one is str uckout.

T0 my maister , j ofirz Paston, Esguyer .

FTER] my most speciall recomendacion, like
your maisterchipwete that the Office

5
15 taken

at Ocle m lyke forme asSuthwell 6 canschew

you, for FraunceysCostard hath sent i t bym,

and the jentylmen that passed uppon the Office wold
1 Acle inNorfolk.

3 S
é
-

o

Luke
'

sDay is the 1 8th October. The Tuesday after i t was the ou t

i t! I

3
'

homasde Kirkeby .
4 Margare t Paston.

The inquisition—S ee p. 501 , Note I .
3 R ichard Southwe ll. -S ee p 493
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“

fynd nor medyll nouther with the tenursnor ho isnext
here [flair ]. Wherfor if ye

’

wol have other wyse found ,
Fraunceys Costard hath under take it, but it schal not
be by suche menof wo

'

rchip[as] is yn this. I tem,
the

under-chryf was at Cole, and ded and sayd to the

jentylmen al that ever he cowde to the lette of the

matter. And as for Suffolk, I understand they have
no warant

, so I tarye as yet what cas that ever falle .

And if ye wold that I tarye not, that it lyke you by
the brynger her Of to send me hasty wurd.

I send you the names of the jure here in.

Your
,

THOMAS PLAITER.

On a separate paper f ormer ly e nclosed in til e proo/(Zing is {be

y zzratz
'

pro D omino Rega
l

WillelmusRokewood, armiger, jur
’

.

JohannesBerney, armiger, jur
’

.

RadulphusLampytte, arm iger, jur
’

.

JohannesByllyngford, arm iger, jur
’

.

[JacobusArblaster , armiger,
2

WillelmusDeymayne, arm iger, jur
’
.

WillelmusDawbeney, arm iger, jur
’
.

lVillelmuS Julles, jur
’

.

Christofre Norwiche, jur
’

.

ThomasHoller, jur
’
.

Johannes Berkyng, jur
’
.

Robert Bryghtlede, jur
’
.

Robertus Spany, jur
’

.

Johannes Bernard, jur
’
.

Rogerus Iryng, jur
’

.

RobertusTownesende.

JohannesGrygges de Ranworth, jur
’
.

RobertusRegestre, jur
’

.

1 This isa pane l of the
'

ury drawn up be fore the inquisit ion was taken
Th e heading and the word

j
opposite the names of those sworn have

beenadded afterwards.
5 Thisname isscored out with the pen.

2 M
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JohannesMaunvyle, jur
’
.

WillelmusRysyng.

Johannes Doke.

RobertusJekkes, jur
’
.

JohannesWhy[te].
Henr[icu

'

s] ratte.
Car[ol]usBarker.

Johannes Cappe.

Thomas Paternoster.

3 6 1.

A .D. 1 460, 2 1 Oct.

MARGARET PASTON '

ro JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iv . 194 ]

Re ference ismade in this le t ter , as in the precedin
i
, to the holding of the

inquisit iononSir John Fastolf’s lands at Ac le whi was on Tuesday the

e rst October 1460, the day this le tter waswrit ten.

my ry t/z worc/zepf ull lzurbono
’

, f or: Pasforz, beMy :
dobveryd inhost.

worchepfull husbonde, I recomand me
to yow. Plesyth it yow to weet that I re
ceyvyd yowyr letter that ye sent me byNycolas
ColmanonSonday last past. And asfor the

mater that ye desyiryd me to breke of to my cosyn

Rokwode, it fortunyd so that he came to me onSon

day to dyner sone aftyr that I had yowyr letter ; and
whenwe had dynyd, I mevyd to bym ther of in covert
termys, asPlayter shall informe yow eraftyr . And as

I thowt by bym, and so ded Playter also by the lan

gwage that he had to us
,
that he wold be as feythfull

as he kowd or myte be to that good Lorde that ye
wrot of, and to yow also

,
inony thynge that he kowde

or myt e do in case wer that he wer se t inofl
'

yse, so

that he myth owte do ; and ther to he seyd he wolde

bebownde m a m‘ 11. 1 000] and he was so myche
worthe.
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Ther is gret talkyng in thys contre of the desyir of

my Lorde of York .

1 The pepyll reporte full worchep
fully of my Lord OfWarwyk. They have no fer her
but that he and othyr scholde schewe to gret favor to
hem that have be rewyllers of thys contre be for

tyme.

I have done all yowyr erandys to Syr Thomas
Howes that ye wrote to me for. I ame rythe glade
that ye have sped welle in yowyr materys be twyx Syr
Fylyp Wentworthe and yow,

and so I pray God ye
may do in all othyr materys to hys plesans. As for

the wrytyngys that ye desyirid that Playter schulde
sende yow, Rychard Call told me that they wer at

Herry Barborys, at the Tempyll gate.

The mayir 2 and the mayires sent hedyr her dynerys
thys day, and Jon Dame came with hem,

and they
dynyd her. I am beholde to hem, for they have sent
to me dyvers tymyssythe ye yed hense . The meyr

scyth that ther isno jentylman in Northefolk that he
woll do more for thanhe wole for yow,

if it laye inhys
poer to do for yow. J . Perse is stylle inprisone, but

he wolle not confese more thane he ded when ye wer
at home. Edmond Brome was with me, and tolde
me that Perse sent for bym for to come spek with bym,

and he tolde me that he waswith bym and examynyd

bym, but he wold not be a knowe to hym that he hade
no knowlage wher no goode was of hysmasterysmore
thane he hade knowlageyd to yow. He tolde me that
he sent for bym to desyir bym to labor to yow and to

me for bym if ye had be at home ; and he tolde me

that he seyd to bym ayen that he wold never labor for
hym but [unless] he myth know that he wer trwe to hys
mastyr, thow it lay inhys power to do ryth myche for
bym. I suppose i t schulde do none harme thow the
seyd Perse wer remevyd ferther. I pray to Gode yeve
grace that the trowthe may be knowe, and that the

1 The claim made by Richard, Duke of York, to the CrowninPar liament
on the 1 7 th October 146o .

Gilbe rt, Mayor of Norwich.
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dede may have part of hys owh e goode. And the

blissyd Trinyte have yow inHyskepyng.

Wretyn inhast at Heylysdenthe Tuesday next aftyr
Seynt k e.

Be yowyrs, M. P.

A.D. 1460.
— PIERS TO MARGARET PASTON.

Thisand the le t te r fo l lowing appear to have beenwrit ten by
the prisoner

spoken o f in the end of Margare t Paston
'

s le t te r immediate y preceding .

We may the re fore suppose them to be long to the same pe riod, or probably
a few months ear lie r. be fore the Yorkistswere in ower , al though, aswil l be
seenhereaf ter, Perse did not regainhis liber ty t ili

)

January 1462 .

To myn r eg/it r ever ent and wore/147515112111 Mazlrter ez

P aston
,
be t/zz

'

r deliver ed.

IGHT reverent and wu rchippfull maisteres, I
recomaunde me un to yow, beseching yow of

your good maisteresshipp to be myn good
maisteres to help wi t your graciouswoord un

to myn right reverent and wurchipphull maister and

your to take of me , his pore presoner and your, suerte
queche I xall fynd to be bounde for me to brynge me

un
'

to all answere, into the tyme that mynmaister and
ze have dimisse me wit mynsuerte. And bescheche

your good maistereschipp to prey myn mayster that
he will yeve yow lycense wit hiswurchippfull counsaill
and youre, in case that myn maister may nout tarie,
that ze inhis absence may take mynseid suerte. And

if it please his heyghnesse and youre, that I may have
answere ayene be the bryngere of this, and here up I
xall send for myn suertes, queche I trust inGood xul

be to your plesure. No more att this tyme. I prey
God evyr have yow inkepyng.

Be your pore presoncre,
P IERS, sum ryme the servaunt of

Johnof Berneye



’
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AJD. 1 460.
—PERSE To S IR ROBERT ROKESBY.

[FromFenn, iii.

To my r zg/zt worse/zz
'

pf n/l S ir , Rober t Rob '

sby .

YGHT wurshipfull Sir, I recomaunde me to

you,besechyng you, of your good emastership,
that ye wol wechesafe to specke to Richard
Kowven that he myght brynge me or sende

me the money that Is betwen bym and me in all the

haste that he maye, for ingoode feythe I badde never
more neede for to have help of my goode as I have at

this tyme, for, Godwot, it stonde right straunge with
me ; for the false chayler that kepeth me entretethe

me worse thanne ' it weere a dogge , for I am feterid

worse thanne ever I whas, and manacled in the hands
by the daye and nyght, f or he is a feerde of me

'

for

brekyng a weye. . He makethe false talesof me , throw
the means of a false qwene that was tendyng to a

Frensheman that is presoner to my Lord Roose,
l
and

for be cause of that he bronde me every day be John
Of Berney, that isgoone to the to ther Lords,2 but I
truste to God oonys to qwite hys~meede. And, Sir, I
thanke you mekel of that ye have doone for me or

seide and, Sir, I shal deserve it a yenst you, be the

grace of God, for i
’
~

feythe I am be holden to you more

thane to al l men that ever I founde syn I cam in

preson.

No more to you at this tyme, but God have you
inHiskepyng.

Be your servaunt and bedman, PERSE.

1 Thomas Lord Roos. He fled to Scot land with Margare t of Anj ou after

the bat t le of Tow ton in 1461 , and was beheaded at Newcast le after the ba tt le
o f Hexham in 1464.
3 The Lords of the Duke of York

'

5 party.
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cerunt, ct sapientia nut/a est in oz
'

s. P roptcr ea a
’

abo

mulzcres eor um exter z
°

;s agr os corum na rcn
’

zbus

&c. I wolde myn Lord Chaunceler and my specyal

Lord E11, utinam Duke, of Warwyk, with al her trewe
afiinyte, schuld remembre this text, which is Holy
Scripture, &c. , as I wold do by for the Kyng and hise
Lordsat the Cros; 1 for the principil of this text hath
be contynued indayly experiens sithe bifore the Parle ~

ment of Bury ; 2 but the conclusion of this text came
never zet to experiens, and that is gret rewthe. De

dominorum fidelium atque communium morte satis
injuriosa multiformiter lamentanda d iscernendo per
singula ex paucis scit discretio vestra perpendere

plura, &c. Et ubi ego (scilicet inecclesia Pauli) palam
praedicavi hunc textum, [Voncren

’
as inimico tuo inceter

num (Ecc. e t quidam hujus regni doctor et epis
copus, utinam non indignus, asserui t eundem textum

Scripturae Sacrae non incorporatum,
quia 3 doctor

Nicholaus de Lira super eundem textum dicit
, e tc .

&c.

4 Sapienti, non insipienti scribo. Plura habeo

vestrae reverentiae scribere quae jam nonexpedit calamo
commendare. Uxor JohannisBerney de Redham jam
infra triduum peperit filium, &c. Magistra mea uxor
vest ra sana est cum filiis vestris et filiabus et tota
familia. Conventus5 noster inter caeteroshabet statum
vestrum specialissime recommendatum in missis ac

orationibus, consuetisque suffragiis et cum jam sitis

in parliamento praesent i pro milite electo, uti vobis
consulo verbis Pauli Apostoli, Labora sicut bonusmiles

[esu et alibi, Job utendo verbis, M
'

lz
’

tz
’

a super
ter ram est z/z

'

ta Izominz
'

s (Job Vz
'

rz
'

lz
'

ter zgz
'

tur agz
'

te

et conf or tetur cor vestr um qui speratz
'

s in D omino (in
Psalrno).

7 Quz
’

s
,
inquit Sapiens, speraw

'

t inDomino ct

1 Paul 'sCross.
9 Innr4 .4z

3 This word isprinted by Fenn q
'

,

”
which 18 explained asqua re on the

0p site pa e. But a mere q with a markof abbreviat ionnever meansqua r c
'

I his c. &c. occurs only in the versionof the le t ter inex tenso on the
t i

g
ht hand pa

s

e inFenn.
Fennrea “

cognatus, but the word in the original rs contracted, and
is represented int he literal version, thus, ‘

t
’

s.
”

6 2 Tim. i i . 3 .
7 Psa lm xxx. (xxxi. a4.
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coriyusus est, et permansz
'

t in mondatz
'

sDomini ct clere

lz
'

ctus est 7 1 quasi diceret, nullus.
Ex Norwico feria quinta post festum Sancti Luc.e

Evangelistae.

2

3 65 .

A .D. 1460, 2 9 Oct.

MARGARET PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From PastonMSS .
,
B .M. ]

The date of this let te r isascertained by the statement at the end that , on
the morrow, a

“
day was to be kept at Bunga

g
for Fastolf 's lands. The

inquisit iononFastolf’s lands in the county of Sn olkwas he ld at Bungay on

Thursday be fore all Saints, 39 Henry VI £e. . 3oth Octobe r 1460 .
—(Inquisi

tionspost mor tem, 38 and 39 Hen. VI No .

To my ry t/c we lbelovyd bro/ly r , Clement Paston, f or to
delyver to lays brody r f on, inbaste.

YTH w[11rshepfu]ll husbonde, I recomande

me to yow. Plesyth yow to weet that I re
ceyvyd a lettyr onSeynt Symondys evynand

J[w]d, that came frome JonPaston,
3 in the

wyche lettyr he wrot that ye desy d that I scholde

do JonPastonor Thomas P[layter look
‘
e in the gre t

standyng chyste inonof the gret canvasbaggyswhyche
standyth ageyns the lokk, for the copys of the fals

inqwest of OfyS that was fownde inNorthefolk, and for
the kopy of the comyssyonthat came to JonAndrewys
and Fylpot and Heydon, and othyr thyngys towchynge

the same mater, I have do . JonPastonsowte all iij.
grete baggys in the seyd kofyr at ryth good leyser, and
he cannonswhyche tynde . Plesyth i t yow to remem

bre ye sent me word in the fyrste lettyr that ye sent
me, that ye wolde that Playter scholde asent hem up
to yow to London, and I schewyd bym yowyr wryt tyng
howe that ye wrote to me ther in. I suppose be cawse

1 Ecc lesiasticus 11. 1 1 , 1 2 (v. 1 0 of our Eng lish version).
The name JohnB rackley is appended l ike a signature to the moderhve rsiono f this le t t e r inFenn, but not to the le ft hand copy, which profes es

to be a i1te ral t ranscript .
1 The e lde r sonof that name.
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he purposyd to come up to Londonbym selve hastely,
he sent yownone answer ther of. Rychard Calle tolde
me that alle swhyche thyngys were lefte with Hery
Barbore at the Tempyle Gate when the last terme was
(100, and 5 00 I sent yow worde ina lettyr whyche was

wretynon the Twesday next aftyr Seynt Looke,
l
and

ther inwasananswer of all the fyrst lettyr that ye sent
me. I sent itt yow by yonge ThomasElys. I sent

yow anot hyr lettyr by Playter, the whyche waswre tyn
onSaterday

2 last past.
I tem , I receyvyd a lettyr frome yow onSonday,3 of

the wyche I sent yow ananswher of ma lettyr onSeynt

Symondes Evynand d e by Edmunde Clere Of Stok
ysby and assome as I hade the seyd lettyr onSonday,
I sent to Syr Thomas Howes for the mater that ye
desyryd that he scholde inqwer of to Bokyng, and I
sent a yene sethe to the “

seyd Syr Thomas for to have
knowlage of the same mater yestyrdaye , and I have
non answher of bym yet . He sent me worde he

scholde do hyspart there in, but othyr answer have I
none yet of hym . I sende yow in a canvase bage,
inselyd by Nycolas Colman, as many of Crystofyr

Hansonys acomptys as Jon Paston can fynde ther as

[to/zer e] ye sent worde that they were. Rychard Har

bard recomawndyth bym to yow,
and prayth yowe that

ye wole wychesave to remembre the lettyr that scholde
be sent fro my Lorde ofWarwykto a mano f hysbeyng
at Lowystofete and if it be not sent to bym, that it
plese yow to do purvey that it may be sent to hym in

haste, if it maye be, as to morow ther schall be keppyd
a day at Bowunggey for Mastyr Fastolfys londysbe for
the exchetore, and there schall beWylliam Barker and
Rychard Call. -Ye schall have knowlage inhaste what
schall be do ther. And the blyssyd Trinite have yow
inHyskepyng.

Wretyn in haste at Norwyche on the Wednysday
next aftyr Seynt Symond and d e

,

Be yowyr

3 October esth.
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3 67 .

A.D. 146 1 , 23 Jan.

CLEMENT PASTON To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, i.
This le tter appea rs to have beenwrit tenafter the bat t le of Wakefie ld,

when
the victorious army, led onby Margare t of Anjou, was marching southwards.

To bys ry tbe wor cbypf wll broder , Paston.

YTHE reverent and worchypfwl broder, I t e
comawnde to yow, certyfyyng yow that yowr
le tter was delyveryd to me the xxiii. day of

Januar abowthe none seasson, and Rychard
Calle rode in the mornyng, and therfor I brak [opened ]
yowt letter, if ther wer any aftr mater ; and I dede
Christofer Hauswan goo to my Lord of Cawnter

bure 1 to tell him , as yowt letter rehersyd, and my
Lord seyd he badde Spokynwith yowr man ther Of the
day be fore, and if the Byshop of Norwyche wod not

doo so mwebe for him, he hys the les behold to him.

Notwithstandyng, he sayd, he wold save yew harmles
agens John Yowng ; but and ye do well remember
thys Lord have many maters to thynge on, and if it be
forgeten, the harm is yowrs, and also if the word

[wor l d torn, JohnYong will not doo at hys prayer.

And my Lord Fitzwater
2 is rydennorthewards, and

it is sayd inmy Lord of Cawnterberys howse that he
hethe takyn ij

°~ [200] of Andrew Troloppys
3 men.

And as for Colt,4 and Sir Jamys Strangwysse, and Sir
Thomas Pykeryng, they be takyn or ellysdede. The

comyn voysse is that they be de dede . Hopton5 and
Hastyngs

6 be with the Erle of Marche, and wer no

1 Ar chbish Bourch ier.
3 Who this rd Fitz wa l ter was, our Pee ru e historians are unable to

He was slain at the bat t le of Fe rrybridge on the th March 146 1 .

3 And rew T rol lop, whose dese rt ion of the Du e of York at Ludlow in
1 45 caused the dis rsionof the Yorkist leade rs He waski lled at the bat tle
of owt oninMarc 146 1 , figh ting on the Lancast rianside.
4 Thomas Co lt 4 c: Ro lls of Par liament , v. 348 .

5 Wa lte r Hopton—S ee Rol ls of Par liament , v. 368.

“
'

i l liani , sonof Sir Leonard Hast ings—S ee Ro lls of Par liament, lb.
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at the fewlde.
1 Wat word that ever he have fro my

Lords that be here, it iswell doo , and best for yow, to

see that the contre be allweys redy to come bo the fote
menand horsmen, qwen they be sent for ; for I have
herd seyde the ferthere Lordswill be here soner that
menwen, I have arde sayde, er iij. weks to an ende ;
and also that ye xwld come with more men, and elen

lier arayed thananoder man of yowr cwntre xwld, for

it ly the more up on yowr worchyp, and towcheythe

yow more nere than oderrnen of that cwntre, and also

ye be mor had in favor with my Lordshere. In this
cwntre every man iswell wyllyng to goo with my Lords
here

,
and I hOpe God xall helpe hem , for the pepill

in the northe robbe and styll, and benapoyntyd to pill
all thys cwntre, and gyfie a way menys goods and lufil
lods inall the sowthe cwntre, and that wyll aska mys

chefi
'

e . My Lords that ben here have as moche as

they may do to kep down all thys cwntre more than
iiij. or v. schers, for they wold be up on the men in

northe, for it ys for the welle of all the sowthe.

I pray yow recomawnde me to my moder, and that I
prayed her of her blyssyng. I pray yow exscwse me to

her that I wryte her no letter, for thyswas y now a doo .

I dare not pray yow to recomawnde me to my swster

yowr wyfi
'

,
and the masenger I trow be so wysse he

cannot doyt. Ye mwst pay him for hys labor, for he
taryd all nyt in thys townfor thys letter.
Wrytyn the xxiij. day of Janware in haste, wan I

wasnot well at hesse. God have [you] inHyskeping.

By CLEMENT PASTON,

Yowr broder.

3 68 .

A.D. 146 1 , 3 1 Jan.

THE PRIOR or BROMHOLM To JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii .
As executor to S ir JohnFastolf , Paston must have taken possession of

Caister soon after his death. The Duke of Norfolk, however, pre tended a
1 The bat t le ofWakefie ld.
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t itle to it. and, aswe sha l l find he reaf ter, had dispossessed Paston by June
1 46 1 . This le t te r , dated onSaturday after the Feast of the Conversionof S t .

,

Pau l, must the refore have beenwritteninJanuary x46x, as in 1460—t he only
o ther probable year—tha t feast (2 5 th Januar y) fe l l on Friday , and a le t te r
wr i t tenon Saturday aft e r the feast would not have referred to the Friday
afte r the same feast as a past da te.

A magistr o nostro, f o/zanm
'

P ersia/z
,
arnero.

UL reverend and worshipful, after all dewe
reverence and recommendacion, your pore
Preste besecheth humble it plese your good
maystirship to understande be this simple

bylle that on the Fr iday next after the Feste of the

Conversion of Seynt Poule laste paste I was at your
place at Castre to a tolde yow what answer I hadde
of Sir Thomas Howis, parson of B lofeld and inas

moche as ye wer not at hoom , I tolde it to my mastras
your wyte and God thanke her of her jentilnes, she
made me grete cher, and mor over a vysed me

' to sende

yow a bille ther of to Lundon. Thiswas his answer,
whanI had talked to hym asI cowde inlyke wyse asye
averted me to do. He answered a geyninthese wordes,
Nere is my kyrtyl, but nert e [nearer ] is my smok.

”

And thiswashismenyng that ye schulde be mor ner

usand tender to us thanhe, and that ye schulde rather
owe us good wyl than he, and that we schulde labour
rather to yowt maystirship than to hym and also that
good that he had to d ispose he had be sette it, and of

passel he tolde me he had delyvered the Abbot ot
Langele fourescor li. , wher of, as he seyd to me

, ye

grutched and wer inmaner displesed, not withstandyng
ye ,

seyd a geynto hym ye shulde geve asmoche. And

he seyd to me ye named the placeswher ; and therfor
he avysed me to labour effectualy to your good maystir
ship, for ye mych [n/zt] helpe us

1 wele. For he seyd
ye had moche good of the dede to dispose, what of your
fader, God blisse that sowle, what of Berney, and what
now of hisgoodMayster Fastolfe . And asfor Sir John
Fastolfe, on hoose soule Jesu have mercy ! he seyd to

1 as. The word isno inFenn’

s literal copy, which must be amispr int.
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A l ettre toj . Paston, an, f rom 1111: wife
}

LEASE it you to wytte that it is lete me witte
by on that owith you good wyll that there is
leid awayte up on you in this cuntre , yf ye
come here at large, to bryng you to the pre

sence Of syyche a Lord inthe north as shall not be for
your ease, but to jopardie Of your lyf, or gre t and im
portable losse of your goods. And he that hath take
up onbym this enterprise now was undr—shirelf to G .

Sayntlowe . He hath gret favour herto by the meanes

Of the sone Of William Baxter that lyth beryed in the
Grey Freres and, as it is reported, the seid sone hath
geve gret sylver to the Lords in the north to bryng the
matier a bowte, and now he and alle his Olde felawe

ship put owt their fynnes, and am ryght flygge and

mery
,
hopyng alle thyng is and shalbe as they wole

have it. Also it is tolde me that the fadr of the bastard
in this cuntre seid that now shuld this shire be made
sewir for bym and hisbeires hens forward

,
and for the

Baxsterisheyres also
,
wherby I conceyve they thynke

that they have none enemy but you, &c.
Wherfor like it you to be the more war of your

gydyng for your persones saufgard, and also that ye be
not . to hasty to come in to this cuntre til ye here the
world more sewer. I trowe the berar Of this shall telle
more by mowthe. as he

,

shall be enfourmed Of the

rewell in this cuntre. God have you inH iskepyng.

Wretyn in hast, the secund Sunday of Lent by
candel light at evyn.

By yours, &c.

3 70.

JOHN DAVY TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iv.

This letter waswrit tensome t ime after the death Of Sir JohnFastolf—not
unlike ly . as Fenn imagines, inthe re ign of Edward IV. ; but the exact date

ts immaterial.
1 This t it le is takenfrom anendorsement ina later hand.
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071 to my Mayslyr P asfozze, be t/zz
'

s lettr e deb/veryd.

YTH wurchopful Sere, I recomaund me on to

you. And ifi
'

it lyke you I have Spokynwith
Bussard

,
and demaundyd bym iff he had ony

evydens, dedys, or copyis, or ony other evy
dens Of ony place or off ony lyflod that longget on to
my mayster,1 and seyth, Nay, be is feyth, and be is

trowthe, for, if he badde, he wold send hem on to you

with a good wyl ; for he seyth it xud donhym nonese.

And, Ser, iff it plese you I askyd bym if he knew ony
evydensthat he had delyveryd onto WilliamWossetyr,
bill, or deds, or ony other evydens that xuld longgyn
on to ony purchas or Off ony lyfii od onto my maystrys,
and he seyth, Nay trewly ; for he scyth the last ryme

that he wrot on to William Wusseter, it was be ffor

myssomyr, and thanne he wrot a cronekyl Of Jerew~

salem
, and the jornes that my mayster dede whyl he

was inPraunce (that God onhis sowle have mercy !)
and he seyth that this drow more thanxx. whazerys

[20 quires7] Off paper, and the wrytyng delyveryd on

to William Wursse ter, and non other, ne knowyth not
Off nonother be is feyth .

Be your man, J . DAVY.

THOMAS SHOTBOLT To JOHN PASTON.

[From Paston MSS .
,
E.M. ]

_

Beyond the evident fact that this le t ter waswrittenbe tween the death of
S i r JohnFastolf in 1459 and that of JohnPastonin 1466, there isnot much
clue to the date.

Tomy wars/zzpfull maz
’

sz
‘
er

,
Maisfer Pasiwzof tire Tmzple.

ORSHIPFULL Sir, soo ye will send a polletik

personto Ludgate in secrete wise to comune
with me

,
and lete bym not inno wise speke

Sir JohnFastolf.
2 N
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Of you to hove youre good maistership, and a

resonable remedy shall ease you Of a gr et part that
the criour cleymeth of you for Maister Fastolfis
detts Of xiij. or xiiij. yere at the lest, and be that

perave[ntu]re Of the hole qui 172 m mest r em morbu:

[m omnzbw ] rem Sir, remembreth your
worship if y doo to ease you, lete me not be discoveryd,
for ye knewe not your worship y wold not doo thus.

What ever ye have of me , ye may sey it is found inthe
stywardes boks, and y know that ye have desired
favour to have bym seese for your worship that procur
bym ageyns you ; whoo so shall kom to me, he may
kom inMaistre Nevills name, for with hym have y a
doo. As for your ownservaunts

,
y ferd me lest they

be knowynwhethir it be servaunt or othir, send know
leche Of my reword and a bille under your seall or

your ownhands, or bothe on your worship to have it
close that y be not blamyd for that y shall telle you
her after. Wretyn inLudgate.

Your servaunt and there prisoner,
THOMAS SHOTBOLT .

A WHITSUNDAY SERMON OFFRIAR BRACKLEY.

[From Fenn, iii.
The original MS. of this sermonwas endorsed, of course ina much la te r

hand than the document ,
“
An ancientWhitsuriday sermon preached byFner Brackley (whose hand it is) m the FnersMinorsChurch, inNorwich.

Of this and the remaining papers inthisvolume the dates are very uncertain.

RENDS, this holy tyme, as owr moder Holy
Chirch maketh mension, the Holy Gost came

from bevyn, and lighted in the disciples Of

Crist, infiamyng them with connyng, and

strenghyng them with grace . And be cause the doct
rine and prechyng Of them shuld go thurghought all

the werd, furst the i wer to be enfourmed and taught
connyng, and to be strenth with awdacide and grace,
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nesse. A man joyth sumtyme in gold and sylver,
and in gret substaunce Of erdly gods, in bewte Of

women, but this joy is not perfyght—but this joy is
not stabill, but it ismutabill as a shadow for he that
this joyth in the bewte Of hiswyfie, it may fortune to
morwyn he Shall folwyn her to chireh up ona bere.

But if ye wull knowynwhat isa full and a wery joy,
truly forgevenesse Of synne and everlestyng blisse,
Whet as is never sikenesse, hunger, ner thurst, ner no
maner Of disseas, but all welth, joy, and prosperite,
&c. Ther be iij. maner Of joys, the onvoid, a nother
half full

, the thr ed isa full joy. The furst is plente Of
werdly gods, the seconde isGostly grace, the threde
is everlestyng blisse. The furst joy, that isafiluensOf
temporall gods, is called a veyn joy, for if a manwer
set at a bord with delicate mets and drynks, and he

sey a cawdron boyllyng a forn bym with pykke and

bronston, in the which he shuld be throwynnaked as

sone ashe had dyned for he shuld joy mych in his
deliciose mets, it shuld be but a veynjoy.

Right so doth the joy of a covetouse man, if he sey
what peynhis sowle shuld sufl

'

re inhelle for the mys
kepyn and getyn of his good, he shuld not joy in
his tresore, ut in Libro Decalogorum,

Quidam homo
dives,

”&c.

Semiplenum gaudium est quando quis inpraesenti
gaudet et tunc cogitans de futuris dolet, ut inquodam
libro Graeco,

“ Quidam Rex Graeciae,
”&c. Her ye may

se but half a joy ; how[i v/lo] shuld joy in thiswerd, ifhe
remembred bym Of the peynes Of the toder werd ?
Nonglorietur fortis in fort itudine sua, nec sapiens in

sapientia sua, nec dives indivitiis suis.

” 1 De quibus
dicit ur, qui confidunt inmul titudine divitiarum suarum;
quasi oves in inferno positi sunt. 2 Qui gloriatur, in
Domino glorietur .

” 3 Therfor lete us joy in hope Of

everlestyng joy and blis. Gaudete quia nomina
vestra scripta sunt ineselo,

” 4 ut gaudium vestrum sit

plenum. A full joy isinbevyn. Et inhoc apparet quod
1 Jerem. ix . 23.

3 Psalm xlviii. (xlix ) 6, 14.
3 1 Cor. i. 3 1.

4 Luke x. 20.
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magnum gaudium est in caelo, quoniam ibi est gau
diam quod oculus non vidit, nec auris audivit, et in
cor hominis non ascendit, quae Deus praeparavit dili
gent ibus,

” 1
et ideo, fratres, variis linguis loquens

[precor] ut gaudium vestrum sit plenum , vel habeatis

gaudium sempiternum.

THE EARL OF OXFORD TO JOHN PASTON.

[From Fenn, iii . I
T0 my n

‘

g/zt trusty and r igfit welbeloved 701mPaston.

Right tr usty and right welbeloved, I grete you wele . And I
am enfourmed that William Mathew Of Norwich , Bocher, hath

brought an accion of dette agayn N icholas Hert, a tenaunt Of

myn, berer hereof, and hath supposid by his accyon that my said

tenaunt shuld ow hym lxxs. for his hire Of tyme that he shuld a

henservaunt to my said tenaunt whe t it issaid to me for trouthe

that he was aprentyce to my said tenaunt
,
and never othrwise

with holde but as aprentice, and owith no mony to haf Of bym .

I send to yow my said tenaunt to gif yow clere informacyon Of

the mater
,
and I pray you that ye wole cal le the jurry before yow

that am impanellid betwenthaym , and Opne thaym the mater at

large at myn instaunce, and desire thaym to do as concyenswole,
and to eschue perjury . And the T rinite kepe yow . I f ye take
the mater in rule , I pray therof, and wole be content.

Wretynat Wevenho, the xxviij. day of Decembr.

THE ERLE OFOXENFORD.

SIR JOHN WINGFIELD TO JOHN PASTON .

[F_rom Fenn, iii.
To my welbelovyd brat/tar , 701mPaston, Sguz

'

er .

Brother Paston, I recomaunde me unto you, praying you that
ye take the labour to spekewith ThomasRatclef Of Frammesden
for the delyveraunce of part of anhouswhi ch lythe inhiswode
at Fraumesden, which hons the owener hath caryed part therof to
Orford, which so departed, the remenant that remayneth ther in
hiswode schall do hym lytell good, and yt schall hurte gretly
the warkeman and the owener therof also, which ismy tenaunt ,
and [i .a. if ] the hons schuld be set uponmy ground.

1 1 Cor . ii 9 .
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I wr ight unto you in this be halfe, be cause I nnderstond he
woll be moche avised by you, and yf he do ony thynge at my
request, I schall do asmoche that schall plese bym ; and also the

pore man schall gef bym ij. nobles or xxs. rather thanfayle. I
pray you be as good a mene for bym asye may in thisbe halfe ,
as my verry trust is in you, and I schal be redy at all tymes to

doo that may be to your plesur . I trust to Jesu, who have you
inHiskepyng, and sende you joy of all your ladyes.
Wretynat Lederyngham, the Tewesday inWhissonweke.

Your brother and frende,
WYNGEFELD J .

3 7 5 .

[JOHN PASTON P] TO [R ICHARD] SOUTHWELL.

[From PastonMSS . , B .M.]

Th is le t ter is printed from a corrected draft ina hand which may be that
of Margare t Paston, wr itin in her husband

'

s name. The beginning
pe rhaps re fer to the impen in marriag e of Richard Southwe l l with Amy ,

daughte r of Sir EdmundVVichmgbam , which tookplace , according to B lomefie ld (x. about the beginning of Edward IV.

’

sreign. From the mention
made of Osbe rt Mundford, however , the le t t er cannot be later than 1460 .

The ravishment of Jane Boys, ashere re lated, correspondsso c lose ly with that
o f Dam e JoanBeaumont , of which not ice wi ll be found in the Ro l lsof Par lia
m ent, v. 269 , that we might almost surmise the same pe rson is spokenof but
this canhardly be .

ROTHER Suthwell, I comand me to yow,

certifiing yow that, on Thursday be the

morwe, I spak with my cosine Wichingham
at London, where he lete me wet Of the

letter sent to Lee, wherby I conseyve the stedfast
godlordship and ladiship of my Lord and my Lady 1 in
thismater,&c . , whech gevith cause to all her servaunts
to trost verily in them and to do hem trew servise . I
lete yow wete that the seid Wychyngham, when I
departid from hym ,

had knowleche that Jane Boys
shuld that nyght be come to London, and he put ina

bylle to the Lordisfor to have delyveraunsOf hyr and to
have hese adversarys arestid. And thisnyght at Nor
wiche was told me newe tydyngges that she shuld On
Thursday after my depart yng a be before the Lordis

and there asaide untrewly Of her selfi
”

, as the berer

hereof shal informe yow if ye know it not before of

1 Probably the Duke and Duchess of Norfolk.
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to deye for it and the same prest seid he wold not
wedde hem togedyr for M

l lz
’

.

Item
,
she sent divers tokenes Of massage to Soth

well be Robert Inglose, wheche previth welle at that
tyme she lovyd not Lancasterother .

I tem, a manOf the master Of Carbrokescome dyvers
tymes in the weke before she was raveshid to Wych

ynghams hons, and inquerid Of her mayde whedyr her
mastraswas insuerid to Sothwell or nay, the wheche

prevyth well that Lancasterother was not sure Of her

godwill ne knew not Of her counseyl, for if he had,
he ne nedid not to have sent no spyes.

Whech seen, I avyse yow to move my Lord and

my Lady to do in thismater as affettualy as they have
do before, for this mater touchyth hem,

consideryng
that they have begonne and dowt not, what so ever
falle Of the woman, well or evel, my Lord and my Lady
shal have worchep Of the mater if it be wel laborid,
and also ye shall have avayl therof and the advers

parte chall gret trobil.
Also it were necessar ie thatWychyngham were sent

to and cofortyd inhese seute, and that he avysid bym
Of seche ar ticlisand prevesOf the mater as I have sent
to yow and put hem inwrit ing, but not to disclose non
tho preves to non creature unto that ryme that it
fortune the mater to be tr ied be enquest, or other wyse
take end, but avyse hym for to seye to the Lordsand all

(P) ingenerall term es that what so ever Lancaster
o ther or hese douter seyn nowh, it shal be wel prevyd
she was reveshid ayensher wyll ; and let him desire of
the Lordis that hisdowt er m ith be inhiskepyng, and at
large fro Lancasterother un tylle the mater were duly
examynd . I wold thismater sped the bety[r] be cause
my Lady Spoke so feythefully to me therin, and that
mevyth me to wryte to yow this long symple lettyr Of

myn intent.
1
[Also wher ye be inforrnyd that vj. men

of OsbernMonforthes shuld a be at the seid raveshing,
I certifie yow verily it wasnot 5 00 for OsbernMonde

ford wol do in the mater all that ever he canor may
1 Thispassage is crossed out inthe MS .
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to help to punisse the doer, and desirith to know the
grownd of that tale, Of whech I pray send me word if
and what ye will ellis] God kepe yow.

Wret at Norwich the Soneday nex before the fest
Of Sent Margret .
Item , [if] she had be Of hes assent affter the time

she was inhespossescion inLynkoln Shire, hit had be
bett -1

3 7 6— 38 3 .

ABSTRACTS .

[From PastonMSS . , E.M. ]

The following lettersand papers cannot be referred
to any certain date, though probably of the reign of

Henry VI . Being Of very little interest, they are

noticed as briefly as possible merely for the sake Of

completeness.

3 7 6 .
—W.

,
B ishop of Norwich, toWilliamYelverton, steward

of his lands, and John Intwode , his surveyor .
-Desires them to

inquire at Bacton into the demand made by Richard Blake ina
[

8

1111 enclosed , and m inister toh im asright and lawWill.
—London,

Nov .

3 7 7 .
—Memoranda of JohnBerney against S imonCorbrygg,

who Obtained lands by a charter forged by Broke, a scrivener,
late owner of Weggs, and has injured Berney for eight yearspast
or more in the possessionof the manor of Cleyhall.

3 7 8 .
—William Jenney to JohnPaston, Esq.

—Hasbeenshown
by hisneig

hbour, Robert Tylyard , a piece of evidence of certain
lyfelode he has inWhetacre , by which it appears that Lo rd
Wellysshould have no ward of the same, unlesshe canproduce
contrary evidence . As Paston is Of my Lord

’

s council, and has

the rule of his lyflode in this country , desireshe will write to
him that the matter be indifferently seen.

—Theberton, 13 Dec.

3 7 9 .
—J . Burton to Margaret Paston.

—Sends hogsheads of

wine by Plumtonthe carter,&c. Desires her to send the money
to dawn William Dallyng

—Dated, Wednesday after I
parted from you.

’

1 Sentence left incomplete .
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3 80.
—W. Cotyng

1 to Margaret Pastori .—Has received to
day 0 : 2 from S imon Miller, her farmer at Tichwell, for
Midsummer payment. Sends it by Roger, se rvant Of the Parson
Of Thorp. S imonhaspaid five shillings for finding aman to the
King for Tichwell , and but for me you would have paid a mark.

Charges for repairs. As for your lining cloth, my brother is still
beyond the sea.

—Brankaster, 3 1 July.

3 8 1. to —My father and I bought the rever
sionof Olton, &c. Of Ralph Lampet and Alexander Kyngyston.

They have now made a new sale of it toWilliam Jenneywithout
giving not ice to me or my father. We ask your mediationwith
Jenney, whom we trusted most .

3 8 2 .
—Eliz . C[lere] to JohnPaston—Concerning a pasture in

the town of N . overgrownwith whins. Wants ad vice as to the
conditions of the right of pasturage. Your mother praysyou to
thinkonHorwellebery.

—25 May.

3 83 .
—Memoranda to inquire If William Cofe were

enfeofi
'

ed inRothnal l Hall ? If Tylerd knewWill iam Cofe of
Northcofe before the day of hisdeath two years, one year, half

a year, or a quarter,&c. ; what seal he used ? If Tylerd were

not about him, to commonwith Gemyngham and such aswere

about him . Item , incase it canbe understood that he made

none estate,
“
than lete Wodesyde goo to Robert Prymer inhis

owynname, saying that JohnP . (Paston) ishisgood mayster in
hysmater,

” &c.

1 He was rector of Swainsthorp, to which he was presented byWi lliam
Paston and John Dam in 1444, and which be exchanged for the hv mg Of
'

l
‘

ichwe ll in 1450.
—Blomefie ld , v. 6

2

&
Wi l liam Love of North Cove , Sufl'

olk—S ee Suckling’sH1st of Suffolk
1. 4

E N D OF VOL UM E 1.
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An English Garne r
INGATIIERINCS FROM OUR H ISTORY AND L ITERATURE .

Abridged Lists of the
‘

Texts ; many of which are very

rare, and not obtainable in any other f orm.

1.

Large Crown ( lot/z, 5s. net .

English Poli t ical, Naval, and Mi li tary H istory,
e tc , etc.

1 . The Expedition to Scot land inMay , 1 543 .

2 . R. FEEKE
'

S fight at Xerez with a quar ter
-staff against three

Spaniards at once , armed with poniards and daggers ; when he

kil led one and put the o ther two to fligh t. 1625 .

3 . The Capture of Cris, in Galatia, by Captain QUAILE and 35
men. 1626 .

4. Ranks in the Br it ish Army , about 1 630.

5 . The ReturnOf CHARLES II. to Whi tehall , 1660 .

6 . The Re taking Of S t. Helena, 1 673 .

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce
,
etc.

, e tc.

7 . The Beginningsof Eng l ish T rade with the Levant , 1 5 1 1 - 1 5 70.

8 . T he Voyag e from Lisbon to Goa O f the first Enghshman

(THOMAS STEVENS , a Jesuit) known to have reached Ind ia by the

Cape of Good Hope . 1 57 2 .

9 . The extraordinary captivity , for nine teen years, of Captain
ROBERT KNOX in Ceylon ; with his singular de l iverance. 1660

1679

Engl ish L i fe and
‘

Progress.

10. The Benefitsof Observing Fish Days. 1 594.

1 1 . The Great Frost . Co ld doings inLondon. 1608.

1 2 . The Carriers of London, and the Inns they stopped at , in
1637 .

1 3. A Nar rative of the Draining of the Fens.

Engl ish
-

L i terature
,
L i terary H istory, and

B iography .

14. S ir HENRY S IDNEY. A Le tter to hisson PHILIP, when
Shrewsbury School .

English Poe try .

1 5 . Love Posies. Co llected about 1 590 .

16 . S ir PH ILIP S IDNEY. ASTROPHEL and STELLA [Sonnets]
1 59 1 . With the story of hisaffectionfor Lady PENELOPE DEVER
Eux , afterwards R ICH.

1 7 . EDMUND S PENSER and “

others. ASTROPHEL. A Pastoral
Elegy onS ir PHIL IP S IDNEY. 1 59 1 .

0

1 8. JOHN DENNIS . The S ecre ts o f Ang ling [i . e. Tr out Fishing].
16 13 . Forty years before WALTON

'

S Ang ler .

19. Many other single Poemsby variousAuthors.
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VOL II.

l arge Crown cloth, 55 . net.

English Poli t ical, Naval, and Mili tary History,
e tc.

,
e tc.

1 . The Triumph at Calaisand Boulogne o f HENRY VIII. [with
ANNE BOLEYN] and FRANCIS I. November , 1 532 .

2 . The Coronat ionProcessiono f QueenANNE [BOLEYN] from
the Tower through London to Westminster. June, 1 533 .

3 . Eng lish Army Rations in 1 59 1 .

4. Rev. T . PRINCE. A History o f New England in the form 0!

Annals from 1 602 to 1633 . Publ ished at Boston, N . E . , in 1 7 36

17 5 5 . This is the most exact condensed account inexistence of the
foundationof our first Colonies inAmerica .

Engl ish Voyages, Trave ls, Commerce, e tc .
,
e tc.

5 . CaptainT . SANDERS . The unfor tunate voyage o f the f ew :

to Tr ipo l i , where the crew were made slaves. 1 584
—1 585 .

6 . N . H. The Third Circumnavigat ionof the Globe , by THOMAS
CAVENDIS II , inthe Desi re. 1 5 86

—1 588.

7 . The famous fight of the Dolphin against Five Turkish Men
oi-War off Cagl iar i . 16 17 .

English L i fe and Progress.

8 . Dr . J . DEE . The Pe tty Navy Royal . [Fisheries] . 1 57 7 .

9 . CaptainH ITCHCOCK . A Po l itical P lat [S cheme], e tc . [Hen
r ing Fisheries. ]
10. D. DEFOE. The EducationofWomen.

English L i terature, L i terary History, and
B iography .

1 1 . F. MERES. A Sketch of English Li terature , e tc. , up to

September, 1 598. This is the most important contempo rary
account of SHAKESPEARE

’

S Works to this date ; including some
that have apparent ly perished .

1 2 . WRIGHT . The Second Generation o f Eng l ish Actors.
1 62 5

—1670. This includes some valuab le informat ion respecting
LondonTheatresduring thisperiod .

English Poe try .

1 3 . S ir P . S IDNEY. Sonne ts and Poe tical Translations. Befort

15 87 .

14. H . CONSTABLE , and others. DIANA . [Sonne t ] 1 594.

1 5 . Mad rigals, E legies, and Poems, by variouso ther Poets.
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VOL IV.

Large Crown8710, cloth , 55 . net.

English Poli t ical, Naval, and Mi li tary History,
e tc .

, e tc.

1 . E . UNDERHILL , the Hot Gospeller , Imprisonment in 1 5 5 3 ,
wi th Anecdotes of QueenMARY

'

S Coronat ionProcession, WYATT
'

S

Rebe l l ion. the Marriage o f PHILIP and MARY , e tc .

2 . J . Fox. T he Imprisonment o f the Princess EL IZ ABETH .

1 5544 55 5 .

3 . Texts relat ing to the Winning of Calais and Guisnes by the

French in
g
anuary , 1 5 56 .

4. The
’

oronation Procession of Queen ELIZABETH. January ,
1 9 .5

2. S ir THOMAS OVERBURY. Observat ions o f Ho l land , Flanders,
and France , in 1609 . A most sagac ious Po litical S tudy.

6 . J AMES I. The Booko f Spor ts. 1 618 .

7 . Abp. G . ABBOTT . Narrat ive of h is Sequestrationfrom O ffice
in 1627 by CHARLES I . , at the inst igation of BUCKINGHAM and
LAUD .

8 . Major-General S ir T . MORGAN. Progress [i . e. Al arch] in
France and F landers, with the Red Coats at the taking o f

Dunkirk, e tc in 165 7
—8.

Engl ish Voyages, Travels, Commerce, e tc .
,
e tc.

9 . The first Britons who ever reached the city of Mexico : T .

BLAKE , a S co tchman, before 1 536 ; and J . FIELD and R. TOMSON,

I SS6

1 0. The wonderful recovery o f the E xchange from forty
-five

Turkish irates o f A lgiers by J . RAWLINS and twenty
-four o ther

slaves. ebruary , 162 2 .

English L i fe and Progress.

1 1 . T . GENTLEMAN . England
'

sWay to WinWeal th . [Fish
eries. ] The Dutch ob tained more weal th from the ir Herr ing
Fishery along the Eng l ish shores than the Spaniards d id from the ir

Americango ld m ines.

English Poe try .

1 2 . T . OCCLEVE. The Le tter of CUPID.

13 . L . SHEPPARD. JOHN BON and Mast[er] PARSON. [A Sat ire
anthe Mass ] 1 5 5 1 .

14. Rev. T . BRICE. A Register o f the Tormented and Crue l ly
Burned withinEng land. 1 5 55

- 1 5 58. T hese versesgive the names

of most of the M rianMar tyrs.

1 5 . J . C. AL ILIA ; PHILOPARTHEN
'

S loving folly ! [Love
Poems ] 1 595 .

1 6 . G . W ITHER. Fair VIRTUE the M istress of P II IL
'

ARETE.

162 2 . This isVVITHER
'

S masterpiece . Over l ines of verse
inmany me trical forms.

1 7 . T he Songs that JOHN DOWLAND, the famous Lutenist , se t
to musrc.
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VOL . V.

Large Crown c/0th, 5s. net .

Engl ish Pol i t ical, Naval, and Mili tary History ,
e tc. , etc.

1 SAVILE , K ing JAMES
'

S entertainment at Theobalds, and
his elcome to London. 1603 .

2 . G. DUGDALE . The T ime T riumphant . King JAMEs
'

sCoro

nation at Westminster , 2 5 July, 1 603 and Coronation Procession

[delayed by the Plague] , 1 5 March , 1604.

Engl ish Voyages, Travels, Commerce,
etc. , etc.

3 . The Voyages to Braz il of WILLIAM HAWKINS , Governor o f
P lymouth and father o f S ir JOHN , about 1 530 .

4 . S ir J . HAWK INS . Fi rst Voyage to the West Indies, 1 562
1 563 . Thiswas the beginning of the Eng lish S lave T rade.

5 . R. BODENHAM. A T rip to Mexico . 1 564
—1 565 .

6 . Sir J . HAWKINS . Second Voyage to the West Indies. 1564
1 565 .

7 . S ir J . HAWKINS . Third and d isastrous Voyage to the West

Indies, 1 567
—1 569 : with the base treachery o f the Spaniardsat San

Juande U lna, near Vera Cruz ; and the extraordinary adventures
of Three of the Survivors. ThiswasDRAKE ’

S 2nd Voyage to theWest

Indies and the firs
‘

t inwh ich he commanded a ship, the l udi th .

8. S ir F. DRAKE
'

S 3rd 4th and 5 th (157 2
Voyages to the West Indies. Especial ly the 5 th , knownas The
Voyage to Nombre de Dios : in which . on 1 1 February, 1 573 , he
first saw the Pacific Ocean ; and then besough t GOD to give him
life to sail once inanEng l ish ship on that sea. [See opposite page ]

English L ife and Progress.

9 . B . FRANKLIN .

' Poor Richard
’

improved . Proverbs of

Thrift and to discourage use less expense . Philadelph ia, 1 7 57 .

English Poe try .

10 . B. BARNES . PARTHENOPHIL and PARTIIENOPIIE . Sonnets,
Madrigals, E legies and Odes. 1 593 . [A per fect S torehouse of

Versificat ion, includ ing the only tr eble S estine in the language ]
1 1 . Z EPHERIA . [Canzona ] 1 594.

1 2 . S ir J . DAVIES . O rchestra or a. Poem onDancing . 1 596.

13 . B . GRIFFIN . FIDESSA ,
more chaste thankind. [Sonne ts ]

14. S ir J . DAVIES . N osce teipsum .
’ In two Eiegies : (1) O f

HumanKnowledge , (2) Of the Sou l of Man and the Immor tal ity
thereof. 1 599 .

1 5 . S ir ] . Davies. Hymnsof ASTR1EA [i.e. QueenELIZ ABETH]
Inacrostic verse . 1 599
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VOL . VI .
Large Crown d oth, 55 . net .

Engl ish Po li t ical
,
Naval

,
and Mili tary

H istory , etc. , e tc.

1 . The Exam ination, at Sal twood Castle , Kent, of WILL IAM of
I
‘

HORPE , by Abp. T . ARUNDELL , 7 August , 1407 . Edited by W.

TYNDALE, 1 5 30 . This is the best account of Lo llardism from the

inside , g ivenby one who was the leader of the second generat ionof

0 lards.

English Voyages, Travels, Commerce
,

e tc.
,
e tc.

CHILTON. T ravels inMexico . 1 568
- 1 57 5 .

B ION . AnAccount of the Torments, e tc.

English L ife and Progress.

‘

4 . The most dangerousAdventure o f R . FERRIS , A . HILL , and
W . THOMAS ; who went ina boat by sea from London to Bristol .
1 o .5

2. Leather . A Discourse to Parl iament. 1 629 .

6 . H . PEACHAM . The Worth of a Penny, o r a Caution to keep
Money . 1641 . W ith all the variations of the later Ed itions.

7 . S ir W. PETTY. Po l i tical Arithme tic . [Wr it ten in
1690. One of the earliest and best booksonthe Science of Weal th.

Engl ish L i tera ture , L i terary H istory , and
B iography .

8 . ISAAC B ICKERSTAFF, Esq . [DeanJ . Swift.] Predictions for

the year 1 708 . [One of these was the death o f J . PARTR IDGE , the

A lmanaeh Maker , on 29 March , O ther tracts of this

laughable controversy fo l low.

9 . [L GAY. ] The Present S tate of Wit. 3 May, 1 7 1 1 .

Survey of our Period ica l Literature at this date ; including
Rev iew . Tatler , and Spectators]

10 .

[
Dr. J . ARBU rHNOT . ] Law [i . e. War isa Bo t tomless P i t ,

exemp ified in the Case of the Lord STRUTT the K ings 0 Spain] ,
JOHN BULL [Eng l and] the C lothier , N ICHOLAS FROG Hol land]
the Linendraper , and LEWIS BABOON [LOUIS X IV. o f Bourbon

France]. Infour par ts. 1 7 1 2 .

T his famous Po l itical Sat ire on the War of the Spanish Succes

sionwas designed to prepare the English publ ic for the Peace o f

U trecht , signed on 1 1 Apr il , 1 7 1 3 . In part I on 28 February ,

1 7 1 2 , first appeared inour Literature , the character ot
'

JOIIN BULL ,

for anEngl ishman.

1 1 . T . T ICKELL . The life of ADDISON. 1 7 2 1 .

1 2 . S ir R . STEELE . Epist le to W . CONGREVE [in reply]. 1 7 22.

Eng lish Poe try .

13 . The first printed RobinHood Bal lad . Printed about 1 5 10.

14 . W. PERCY. COELIA . [Sonne ts. ] 1 594 .

1 5 . G. VVITHER. FIDEL IA . [This isWITHER
'

S second master
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0
0

S ee also above .

D . DEFOE .

D . De roe .

An Engl ish Garner.

9 . AN. SC. DA IPHHANTUS , or the Passionsof Love . 1604.

The Tr ue BornEnglishman.

A Hymn to the Pi l lory. 1 703 .

VOL . VI 11 . Large Crown 8710, cloth, 55 . net.

English Po li t ical, Naval, and Mi litary
H istory ,

e tc.

,
e tc.

1 . JOHN LYDGAT E . The Siege of
Har fleur and the Batt le o f Ag in

court . 1 4 1 5 .

2 . JOH N Fox . How the Lord

Cromwe l l he lped A rchbishop Cran
mcr

'

s Secre tary . July , 1 539

3 . JOHN PROCT OR. The H istory
of Sir THO M A S WYAT

’

s R ebe l lion.

annary to Februar) , 1 5 44. [Pr inted
annary , 1 5 5 5 .

4 . The True Repor t of the Burn
ing of the S teeple and Church of
Paul’s inLondon. 4 June , 1 56 1 .

5 . R . W[IT C] . Against theWilful
inconstancy of his dear foe E . T .

i
'

1 5 66.

6 . Is. \V.

Love r .
? 1 566.

7 W. G. A Love Let ter to an
unconstant Maiden.

? 1 5 66.

8. [GEORGE GASCO IGNE ] The
Spoil o f Antwerp. I t 15 be t terknown
as The Spanish Fury at Antwe rp .

Novembe r, 1 5 76 .

9 . GEORGE

To her Unconstant

ELIOT . A very
t rue re rt of the apprehension o f
that are p r iest ED M UND CA M PION
an

g
three other Jesuit Priests. July ,

1 5 1 .

10 . [hIA t ] The Scot tish Queen
'

s

Burial at Pe te rborough . 1 August ,
1 5 87 . [Printed

1 1 . T IIEOCRIT US . S ix Idillia.

T ranslated by E . D . Sir E DWARD

DYE R. ] 1 5 88.

1 2 . Rev R ICHARD HAKLUYT

and Cap tain N ICHOLA S DOWNTON .
T he D estruct ion, Capture , e tc . , o f

Por tuguese Carracks [Santa Cruz ,

Madre de D ios, LasCinque Llagas],
by Eng l ish seamen. 1 592

—1 5 94 .

1 [GILES FLETCH ER , LL .D. ]
Lic ia, or Poems of Love . The
R ising to the Crown o f R ICHARD
I I I. S eptember, 1 5 93 .

1 4. R I C H A R D H A S L E T O N .
S trange and Wonde rful things that
happened to him in his Ten Years

’

T rave ls Inmany Fo re ignCount ries.
1 5 82- 1 5 2 [Pr inted 1 595 l
1 5 . ILLI AM S M IT H Chloris, or

the complaint of the passionate de
spised Shepherd . 1 596.

1 6 . R[0BERT ] T[o r TE ] . Laura

[i . e. M istress E . CAR I L] .
'

.l he
Toys of a T rave l le r, or the Feast o fFancy 1 5 97

1 7 . The Merchant
'

s Daughter o f

Br istow [Bristo l ] . 7 1600 .

1 8 .

'

I HOMAS DELONEY . ] The
Spanish Lady

’

sLove .

‘

? I 6oo .

1 9 . S ir ROB ERT CA REY,
afte r

wards Ear l oi Monmouth . Account

of the Death of QueenEL IZ ABE T H
and o f his r ide to King JA M ES, at
Edinburgh. z 5 th

—2 7 th March,
1 603 . (Pr inted ,

T . M . The t rue narrat ionof

the
0

Ente rtainment of H is Royal
Majesty (JA M ES I ) from the t ime o f

his depar ture from Edinbugh , t il l
his rece iving at London. Apr il
May , 1 603.

2 1 . M ICHAEL DRAYTON . Odes.

1 606 , and 1 6 19 .

2 2 . Love '

5 Garland, or Posies for
n s, e tc 1 624.

2 3. THO M AS , third Lord Fair fax
B lackTom Short Memorials

of some things to be Cleared during
my Command in the A rmy . 1 645
1 650 .

24. A Shor t Memorial oi the

Northern Act ions, dur ing the War

the re . 1642 - 1645 .

2 5 . Cupid
’

s Posies for Bracel e ts,
Handke rchers, and Rings. 1 674.

26. GEORGE V .ILLIERS second

Duke of Buckingham. AnEpitaph

on T HO M AS , third Lord Fairfax .

7 167 7 .

2 7 . .P Posies for Rings, or

Mot toes fi t for Presents. 167 7 .

28 . [B IS HOP EDWARD CO I‘LE
STONE ] Advice to a Young Re

viewe r ; with a Spe cimen o f the

A rt (z
'

. e a Mock Cr it icism of M i l

ton
'

s L
’
Alleg ro). 1 807 .

29 . W. HUNNEMAN . Old King
COLE , his l ife and death. 7 181 )

1 1 837 .



English Reprints.

Mi lton A reopagz
'

tz
'

ra: 1644 I
Latimer 7 716 P loztgfiers I 549 1

GOSSOII Tile Sobool oo ure 1 579 I
Sidney AnApobgy for Poetry 1 580 1

E. Wehbe Trave/s 1590 1

Selden 1634
—
54 1

Ascham Toxop/u
’

lus . I 544 1

Addison Cr i t icism on Paradise Lost 1 7 1 1
- 12 1

Lyly E UPH UES 1579- 80 4

Vil liers 7 7mRoll ed /am! 167 1 1

Gascoigne me S i ze! Class, etc. 1 576 1

Ear le Al z
'

cro-oormogmp/zz
’

e 1628 I
Latimer 7 S ermons beg/ore E D IVARD V1 . 1 549 1

Mor e Utopia 15 16
—
57 1

Put tenham TIto A r t of Engl ish Poesy 1589 2

Howell Ins/nwl iom f or Forozg'n Traw! 1642 I
Udall Rois!” Doz

’

s/or 1 553
- 66 1

Mk. Of Eves. Tbe Revelaf iorz, etc. 1 186—14 10 1

J amesI. A Cozm/erolast lo Tooarro
, e tc. 1604 1

Naunton Frag/zzerzmRegalia 1653 1

Watson 1582
—
93 1

Babing ton CAS T/IRA 1640 1

Ascham Tbe S cfioolmas/er I 570 1

Tottel
’

s M iscellany [Songsand Sonnets] 1557 2

Lever S ermons I 550 1

W . Webbe A D iscourse of English I
‘

oel ry I 586 1

Lord Bacon A Harmony of the E ssay : 1 597
- 1626 5

Roy , etc. Read me, and be not wrot/t I I 528 1

Raleigh , etc. Last Figkt of tbe Revenge 159 1 1

Googe Eglogwer , Epitaph ,
and Swo rd : 1563 1

(For full ti tles, etc., see pp. 10



Eng l ish Reprints.

JOHN M ILTON.

A r eopag i t i ca . 1644.

(a) AREOPAGITICA A Speakc r . JOHN M ILTON For t lze
Liber ty of U nlicenc

’

d P r inting , T0Me Par liament of Eng land.

(5 ) A Decree of S tarre-Chamber, concerning Printing, made the eleuenth
of July last past , 16 7 .

(c) AnOrder of t iie Lordsand Commons assembled inPar l iament for the
Regulating of Print ing, &c. 1643 .

LORD MACAULAY. He at tacked the licensing system in that subl ime
t reatise which eve ry statesmanshould wear as a signupon his hand , and as

front le ts be tweenhIs eyes—Edinburg h R ev iew, 15 . 344, A agust , I 82 5 .

H . HALLA M . Many passages in this famous t ract are admirably e lo

quent : an intense love of l iberty and t ruth flows through it ; the majest ic
soul of M ILTON breathessuch high thoughtsas had no t beenut tered be fore .

—1ntr oduct ion to t lze L i tera ture of E ur ope, iii. 660 . E d . 1 839 .

'\V. H . PRESCOTT . The most splendid argument pe rhaps the world had
thenwitnessed onbehal f of inte l lectual liberty—H istory of FERDINAND
and I SABELLA , iii. 39 1 . Ed . 1 845 .

2 .

'

H UGH LAT IMER .

E x -Bislzop of lVorcester .

T h e P l ough e rs. 1549 .

A notable S ermon of y e r euerencte Fal ltor Master HUGHE

LAT IMER, w/ziclze lze preac/tea' iny e Sarona
'
s at panles clzztrclze

inLondon on t/Ie xvi i i day e q annafj
'e.

S IR R . MORISON . D id there ever any one (I say not inEngla nd only ,
but among o ther nat ions) flourish since the t ime of the Apost les, who
reached the gospe l more sincere ly , pure ly , and honest ly, than HUGH

AT IMER, B ishop of Worr ester fi—A/omax rsCa lumniar um qui bus

j onzwvesCoct e us&c. , f . 7 8 . Ed . 1 5 3 7 .

.

It was In th is Sermon, that LAT I M ER (himse lf an ex-B ishop) astomshed
hIs generat ionby say ing that the Devil was the most d Iligent Pre late and
Preacher in all Eng land . Ye shal neuer fynde him Id le I warraunte

m

3 . STEPHEN GOS SON .

S tud.

T h e S ch oo l of A b use . 1579 .

(a) T/1e Sclzoole of Aonse. Conteining a pleasannt imzect ioe
against Poets, P ipers, P laiers, j esters, and suck l ike Caterpi llers
of a Commonwealt/z S et ting up t/ze Flagge of Defiance
misc/l ienons exercise and oner t/t ro'wing tlzeir B ulwarkes,

pfiane Writers, Natural! r eason and commonexper ience. 1579.

(o) AnApologie cf t/ze Sclzoole of Abuse, against Poets, P ipers,
P layers, and tlzei r Excusers. [Dee ] 15 79 .

Thisat tack is thought to have occasioned S IR PH ILIP S IDNE\"S wr it
in of the fo llowing Apolog ie for P oesie.

OSSON was, in succession, Poe t
,
Actor

,
Dramat ist , Sat irist , and o

Puri tanClergyman.
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. En
’

gl ish Reprints.

I 3.
, HUGH LAT IMER,

Ex -B istzop ey
‘

WORCES TER.

S even S erm ons b e for e E dw ar d VI . 1549 .

Tbe fy rste —seuent lt ] S ermonof Alayster HUGHE LA
’

rtMER,
wlzicbe lzepr eaclzed bef ore tbc Kynges l ltaiestie wy t/zin lzis graces

palayce at Westminster on ear/z Fr iday inLent. I 549 .

S ir JA M ES MACK INTOS H . LAT I M ER, brave , since re , honest , in
flexible , not dIst inguishcd as a writer or a scho lar, but exercising his powe r
over men

’

s m inds by a fe rvid e loquence flowing from the deep convIct ion
which animated his lain, pithy , and ( I ce spe

a

ken Sermons.
—H istory of

Eng land, i i . 291 . E . 1 83 I .

14. S ir THOMAS MORE .

Translation of U top ia. 15 16- 1557 .

A f rutef u ll ana
’

pleasaunt wor lee of tbe best state of a publique
weale, and of tbe new -

y le called Utopia VVr i tten inLatine by
S ir THOMAS MORE, Kin/gi n, and translated into Englys/te by
RALPH ROBYNSON.

LORD CA M PBELL . Since the t ime of PLATO there had beenno composi
t iongiven to the wor ld which, for Imaginat ion, for philosophica l d iscrimina
t ion, for a familiarity with the principles of government , for a knowledge o f
the spr ingsof humanact ion, for a keenobse rvat iono f menand manners, and
for fe licity of expression, could be compared to the Uta/La

—L ives q/ the
Lord Clzancel lo) .s (L if e of S i .r T. M or e), i. 583 . Ed . 1 843.

In the Imag inary country of U topia, MO RE endeavours to ske tch out

a S tate based upon two pr inciples—( I ) community o f goods, no pr ivate
proper ty ; and consequent ly (2 ) no use for money .

1 5 . GEORGE PUTTENHAM ,

A GentlemanP ensioner to QueenELIZ ABE TH.

Th e A r t of Engl ish P oesy . 1589.

l e A r te of Eng lislt Poesie.
Contr iuea’ into t/zree B oobes Tbe fi rst of POETS ana

’
POESIE

,

tbe second of PROPORT ION, tbc t/zira
'
of ORNAMENT .

‘V. OLDYS . I t containsmany pre t ty observations, examples, characters,
and fragments of poe try for those t imes, now nowhere e lse to be me t with
S i r lVA LTL-

‘

R RA LEIGH,
liv. Ed. 1 736 .

O . GILCHRIST . Onmany accounts one of the most curious and ente r tain

ing, and intr insical ly one o f the most valuable books o f the age o f QUEEN
ELIZ A BET H . ’

l he copious inte rmixture of contemporaI y anecdo te , t rad it ion,
manne rs, opinions, and the nume rous Specimenso f coeval poe t ry IIowhe I e e lse
prese rved , contribute to form a volume of infinite amusement, curiosity , and
value .

- Censm a L i ter a r i ,
a i. 339 . E 11. 1 805 .

This Is still also animportant bookonRhe toric and the Figuresof Speech.



Engl ish Reprints. I 5

16 . J AMES HOWELL,

Clerk of tbe Council to CHA RLES I . af ter wards H istor iog raj lxer to
CHARLES 11 .

Inst ruct i ons f or Fore ign T r av e l . 1642 .

Instructionsfor f or reine travol te. S lzewing by wbat cours, and

in w/zat compasse of t ime, one may take an exact S ur vey if t/ze

Kingdomesand S tatesqf Clzr istendome, and ar r ive to tlzepractical
knowledge of tbe Languages, togoodpurpose.
The M

'

URRA Y, B/EDEKER , and P r actical Guide to the Grand Tour
of Europe , which, at that t ime

,
was considered the finishing touch to the

com

p
le te educat ionof anEnglish Gent leman.

T e r0ute ske tched out by this de lightful ly quaint Wr iter , is France,
Spain, I taly , Switzerland, Ge rmany , the Ne therlands, and Ho l land. The
t ime al lowed is 3 years and 4 months the months to be spent int ravel ling ,
the years in resIdence at the diff erent cities.

1 7 . N ICHOLAS UDALL,

Master , f i rst of E tonColleg e, thenof [Vestm inster S chool.

R o iste r D o ist e r . [1553—1566 ]
This is be lieved to be the first true Eng lish Comedy that eve r came to the

press.

0From the ua ue copy , t ch wants a t i t le-page , now at E tonCo l lege
and which is thought to have beenprinted in 1 566 .

D i anm t isP ersona .

RALPH ROI ST ER B O ISTER.

MATTHEW M B RRYGREEK.

GAWIN GOODLUCK,
afi aneed to Dame CUSTANCE .

TRISTRA M '

l
‘

RUSTv , lzisf r iend .

BO BINET Douc HTv , boy to RO IST ER DO IST ER.

TOM TRUEPENNY, servant to Dam e CUSTANCE.
Sm SURESBY, ser vant to GOODLUCK.

S cr ivener .

Haryfiax .

Dame CHRIST IAN CUSTANCE, a w idow .

'

l

i‘
TARGE

T
RYMUMBLECRUST , leer nurse.

l BET ALKAPACE

AN NOT ALYFACE lzer ma idens.

18 . A Monk of Evesham ,

Th e R ev e l at ion, &c . 1 186[—14 Io] . 1485.

i i Here begynnytli a mar vellous r euelacion that was sc/Ietuyd

of alnbty god by sent Ny e/zolas to a monke of Euys/zamme yn

t lze days of Irynge Rickard t ltefy rst . And tli ey er e of owre lord,
i ll . C.Lxxxxvi .
One o f the rarest of Eng l ish bookspr inted by one of the ear liest of English

printers, WILLIA M DE MACLIN IA who pr inted this text about 1485 , in tbe
lgfiet ime qf CAX Y01V.

The essence of the story isas old as it professes to be but contains late r
add it ions

, the orthog raphy , be ing o f about 1410. I t isvery devout ly writ ten,
and containsa curiousVision o f Purgatory .

The write r isa proto type o f BUNYA N and his descr iptionof the Gate in
the Crysta l Wal l of H eaven, and o f the solemn and marve l lously swee t
Peal o f the Be l ls o f Heaven that came to him through it, is very
beautiful .



. En
‘

gl ish Reprints.

I 3.
,
HUGH LAT IMER,

Ex -B ishoj of WORCES TER.

S even S erm ons b e for e E d w ard VI . 1549 .

The fy rste —seuenth] S ermonof tll ayster HUGHE LAm t ER,

whiche hepr eached bef ore the KyngesMaiestie wy thin his gr aces

palayce at Westminster oneach Fr iday inLent. 1549 .

S ir JA M ES MACKINTOS H . LAT I M ER, brave , sincere, honest , ia
flexible , not d tst inguished as a wri te r or a scho lar , but exercising h is powe r
over men’

s m inds by a fe rvid e loq uence flowing from the deep com Ic t ion
which animated his lain, pithy, and free spo

o

ken Sermons.
—H istory at

Eng land , i i . 291 . E . 1 83 1 .

I 4. S ir THOMAS MORE.

Translation Qf U top ia. 15 16
—1557 .

A f rnte/ull and pleasaunt worhe of the best state of a publique
weale, and of the new y le called Utopia . VVr i tten inLatine by
S ir THOMAS MORE, [ (nyg

abt, and translated into Eng lyshe by
RALPH ROBYNSON .

LORD CA M PBELL. Since the t ime o f PLATO there had beenno composi
t iong ivento the world which, for Imaginat ion, for philosophica l discrimina
t ion, for a familiar ity with the principles o f gove rnment , for a knowledge o f
the spr ings o f humanac t ion, for a ke enobse rvat ionof menand manners

,
and

for fe lic ity of expression, could be compared to the
Lord Chancelloss (L i/e q i .r T. Mor e), I. 583 . Ed . 1 845 .

In the Imag inary country of U topia, MORE endeavours to ske tch ou t

a S tate based upon two pr inciples community of goods, 110 pr ivate
property ; and consequent ly (2 ) 110 use for money.

1 5 . GEORGE PUTTEN HAM ,

A Gent lema nP ensioner to QuecnELIZ ABETH.

Th e A r t of Engl ish P oesy . 1589.

The A r te of Eng lish Poesie.
Contr ined into three B oobes The fi rst of PORTS and POESIE,

the second of PROPORT ION, the third of ORNAMENT .

\V. OLDYS . I t containsmany pre tty observations, examples, charac te rs,
and fragments of poe try fo r those t imes, now nowhere e lse to be me t with.

S ir IVA LTER R A LEIGH , liv . Ed . 1 7 36.

O . GILCHRIST . O II many accountsone of the most curious and enter ta in

ing , and intrinsical ly one of the most valuable books of the age o f QUEEN
E LIZ ABET H . o

'

l he copious intermixture of contempo rary anecdo te , t rad It ion,
manne rs, Opinions, and the nume rous Spe cimenso f coeval poe try nowhe re e lse
preserved , cont ribute to form a volume of infinite amusement, curiosi ty , andvalue .

—Censura L i tera r ia i. 339 . Ed . 1 805 .

T
'

his Is still also animportant bookOII Rhe toric and the Figureso f Speech.
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Engl ish Repr ints.

1 9 . JAMES I .

A Count erb l ast to Tobacco . 1604.

(a) The Essays of a B ‘

e nt ise, in the D iuine A r t of Poesie.

Printed while JA M ES VI . o f Scot land , at Edinburgh in 1 5 85 and includes
Ane S hor t t ; ca t i se, contei

'

nmg some R eulis and Cante/ts to be obser mt and

eschew i t in S cot tzs P oesze, which is another ve early piece of printed
Poe t ical Cr it icism.

(b) A Counterblaste to Tobacco. 1604.

To th is t ext hasbeenadded a ful l account of the Int roduc t ionand E ar ly
use of Tobacco inEng land . The herb first came into use in Europe as a

medicinal leaf for poul t ices : smoking it was afterwards learnt from the

American Indians.

Our Royal Author thussumsup his opinion

A custome lothsome to the eye , hateful to the nose harmefull to the
braine , dange rous to the lungs, and in the blacke st inking fume thereof,
nearest resembl ing the horr ible S t igiansmoke of the pit that Isbo t tomless.

’

20. S ir ROBERT NAUNTON
,

Master 13/the Cour t of lVards.

Fragm enta R egal ia. 1653.

Fragmenta Regalia or Obser vations on the late Queen
ELIZ ABETH,

her Tintes and Favour ites. [1630 ]
Nauntonwrites .

“
And thus I have de live red up thismy poor Essay a lit t le D raugh t of

this g reat P rincess, and her T imes, with the Se rvants of her S tate and
favour .

"

2 1 . T HOMAS WATSON ,

Londoner , S tudent-a t-L aw .

P oem s. 1582—1593.

(a) The
'

EKar oy r aOIa. or Passionate Ccntur ie of Z one.

D ivided i .n’
o two par ts wher eof , the fi rst expr esseth the

Author
’
s snfi ’m nce inZ one . the latter , his long f ar zoe/l to Loue

and all his ty rannie. 1582.

(b) MEL1B<EUS, S ive Ecloga in obi/uni Honorat issim i Vir i
Domini FRANCISCI WALS INGHAMI . 1590.

(c) Yhe same translated into English, by the Author . 1590.

(d) The Tears of Fancie, or Lone d isdained. 1593
From the um que copy , want ing S onnets 9

- 16, in the possession of S.
CHRIST IE M ILLER, Esq , of Britwe l l .
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2 2 . W I LL IAM HAB INGTON,

Castar a. 1640.

CASTARA. The third Edition. Corr ected and augmented.

CA S T/IRA was Lady LUCY HERBERT , the youngest child of the first
Lo rd PowIs and these Poemswere chiefly marks of affectionduring a pure

cour tship fol lowed by a happy mar t iage . \Vith these
,
are also Songs oi

Friendship, especially those re fe rring to the Hon. GEORGE TALBOT .

In addit ion to these Poems, the re are four prose Characters ; on A
lll z

'

st ress, A lVi/e, A Fr iend, and The Holy Al an.

2 3 . ROGER ASCHAM ,

T h e S ch oolm aste r . 1570.

The Scholenzaster , or plane,
and per/i/e way (y teachyng

children to under stand, wr i te, and speahe, in Latin tong ,
but

sf ecially purposed f or the pr iuate bryng ing up of youth in[ent/e
manand Noble menshouses

,
é ’

This ce lebrated Work contains the story of Lady JANE GREv '

s de l ight
inread ing P LA TO, an at tack on the I ta l iana ted Englishmanof the t ime ,
and much o the r informat ionno t spe cified in the above t it le .

In it , ASCHA M gives usvery ful ly his p lanof studying Languages, which
may be described as the double transla tionof a model boo/c.

24. H ENRY HOWARD,

Ea r l of S URRE Y.

S ir THOMAS WYATT .

N ICHOLAS GRIMALD .

Lord VAUX .

To t te l
’
s M isce l lany . 5 June , 1557 .

Songes and Sonettes, w r itten by the r ight honourable
HENRY HOWARD late E ar le of SURREY , and other .

With 39 addit ional Poems from the second edit ion by the same printer,
R ICHARD TOTT EL, o f 3 1 July , 1 5 5 7 .

This celebrated Co llect ion is the First of our Poet ical M isce l lanies, and
S
180 the first appearance in print of any considerable number of Eng lish
onne ts.
TOTTEL inhisAd dr ess to the R eader , says
That to haue we l wr it ten inverse , yea and insmall parce l les, deserue th

g reat praise, the workes of diners Latines, I talians, and o ther, doe proue
suffi cient ly . That our tong isable in that kynde to do as praisewor the ly as

y e rest , the honorable st ile of the noble earle of Surrey , and the we ight inesse
of the depewit ted S ir Thomas \Vyat the e lde rs ve rse

,
with seuerall graces in

sondry good Englishe writers, doe show abundant ly .

"



Engl ish Reprints.

2 5 . Rev . T HOMAS LEVER ,

Fel low and P reacher of S t . 7 ohn
'

sCol lege, Cambr idg e.

S e rm ons. 1550.

(a) A f ruit/all Sermon in Paules church at London in the

S hroudes.

(b) A Sermon pr eached the f our th Sunday in Lent bef ore the
A

’

yngesMaiestie, and hishonourable Counsell.

(c) A Sermonpreached at Pauls Crosse. 1550.

These Sermons are reprinted from the o rig ina l edit ions, which are of

ex t r eme rar it They throw much light on the communist ic theories o f the
Nor fo lk rebels ; and the one at Pau l ’s Cross contains a curious account

of Cambr idge University l ife inthe re ignof EDWARD VI

26 . W I LL IAM WEBBE ,

Gradua te.

A D iscou rse of Eng l ish P oe try . 1586.

A D iscourse of English Poetr ie. Together with the Authors

iudgement , touching the ref ormation of our Engl ish Verse.

Ano ther o f the early pieces of Poe t ical Criticism,
writ ten in the year in

which SHAKES PEARE is supposed to have le ft S t rat ford for London.

Only two copies of thisWorkare known, one o f these wassold for £64.

ThisWork should be read with STANYHURST '

S Transla tion of xEneid,
l .
—I V. , 1 5 82 , see p. 64. WEBBE was an advocate of Eng lish Hexame te rs ;

and here t ranslatesVIRG IL’

s first two Eg logues into them. He also t rans

lates into Sapphics COLIN '

s Song in the Fourth Eg logue of S PENSER’

S

S li e/herd
'

sCa lenda r .

2 7 . FRANC I S BACON .

af terwards Lor d VERULAAI Viscount S T. ALEANS .

A H arm ony o f t h e E ssays, &c . 159 7
- 1626.

And af ter my manner , I a l te r ever , when I add . S o tha t no thing is

fi nished , t i l l a l l befi nished .
—S ir FRA NC IS BACON, 2 7 Feb. , 1 6 10

(a) Essays, Rel igious Meditations, and P laces of perswasion
and disswasion. 1597.

(b) The I
'Vr i tings of S ir FRANCIS BACON King/i t the X inges

Sollicilor General inAl oral it ie, Policie, H istor ic.

(c) Yhe E ssaies of S ir FRANCIS BACON Knight , the K ings
S ol/iciter Genera/l .

(d) The E ssayes or Counsel/s, Civill and i ll o/a ll of FRANCIS
Lord VERULAM, Viscount ST. ALBAN. 1625 .
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20 Works in the Old Spell ing.

The English Scho lar
’

s Library.

76 Parts are now published, in Cloth Boards, £2 ls.

Any part may be obtained separately.

The general charac t er o f this S e ries w il l b e gathered

from th e fol lowing pages
—2x- 26 .

1 . WILLIAM CAXTON. Reynard the Fox .

2 . JOHN KNOX . The First Blast Of the
Trumpet

CLEMENT ROBINSON and others. A

handful of Pleasant Delights

[S IMON FISH. ] A Suppl icat ion for

the Beggars

[Rea JOHN UDALL. ] Diotrephes.

The Returnfrom Parnassus
THOMAS DECKER . The SevenDeadly
Sinsof London

8. EDWARD ARBER . An Introductory
Sketch to the

“ Mar t in Marpre
late

”

Controversy , 15 88
—15 90

[Rea JOHN UDALL. ] A Demonstra

t ion of Discipl ine
RICHARD STAN IHURST. [Eneid I.

IV.

”
inEnglish hexameters.

“ The Epistle

ROBERT GREEN . Menaphon
GEORGE Joy . AnApology toWil liam
Tyndale

RICHARD BARNFIELD. Poenis
Bp. THOMAS COOPER . AnAdmonition
to the People of England

Captain JOHN SMITH. Works. 1 1 20

pages. S ix Facsimile Maps. 2 Vols



The English S cholar
’

s L ibr ary . 2 1

I . Wil l iam Cax ton,
onr fi rst P r inter .

Translat ion of R EYN A R D TH E Fox ,
148 1 .

[COLOPHON . ] hane not added h e mynnsshed bnt hane

folowed asnyghe as I canmy copy e which was indutche Iand by
me W ILLIAM CAXTON t r anslated in to this rude and symple
eng/yssh in th[e] abbey of west tnestr e.

Interesting for its ownsake ; but especial ly as be ing translated as we l l as
pr inted by CAXTON , who finished the print ing on6 j une , 1 48 1 .
The S tory is the H istory o f the Three fraudulent Escapes of the Fox

from punishment
,
the r ecord of the Defeat o f Just ice by flat te r ing lips and

dishonourable deeds. I t also shows the strugg le be tween the powe r o f

Words and the powe r o f B lows, a conflict be tweenM ind and Mat te r . I t

was necessary for the physical ly weak to have E loquence : the blame of
R EYNARD is in the fright ful m isuse he makes of it .
The author says,

“
There is in the wor ld much seed le ft Of the Fox,

wh i ch now over all growe th and come th sore up, though they have no red

beards.

"

2 . John Knox ,

the S cotch R eform er .

TH E FIR S T B L A ST OF
S
TH E TRUM P ET , &c .

1 5 5

_(a) The Fi rst B last of a Trumpet against the monstr ous

Regiment of W
'

arnen.

(b) The P ropositions to be entr eated in the S econd BLAST .

Thisworkwaswrung out of the heart of JOHN KNOX, while , at D ieppe ,
he heard of the mar tyr fires o f Eng land , and was anguished the reby . A t

that moment the l ibe r t ies of Great Br itain, and the re in the hopes of the
whole Wor ld , lay in the laps o f four women—MARY of Loraine , the Reg ent

of Scot land he r daughter MARY ( the Queen of Scots) ; Queen MARY

TUDOR and the Pr incess ELIZ ABET H .
The Vo lume wasprinted at Gene va.

(c) KNOX ’S apologetical D ef ence of his FIRST BLAST ,&c .,
to

QueenELIZ ABETH . 1559 .

3 . C lement Robinson,
and d ivers others.

A H ANDFU L OF P I
§
E A S AN T DE L IGH TS .

I S 4.

A Handefi t l of pleasant deli/es, Containing szcndr ie new Sonets

and delectable H istor ies, in diners hindes of tweeter . Newly
denised to the newest th ues that are now in we, to be sung
euer ie Sonet order ly pointed to his proper T une. Wi th new
additions of cer tain S ongs, to eer ie late denised Notes, not

commonly hnowen, nor w ed heretof ore.

OPHELIA quotes from A A’osega ie, &c .
, in this Poe tical Misce l lany ; of

whi ch only one Copy isnow known.

I t also contains the earl iest t ex t extant of the Lad ie Gr eensleeues, u hichfi rst appe ared four years pr eviously .

This is the Third printed Poetical Misce l lany inour language.



2 2 The Eng lish S cholar
’

s L ibrary

4 . [S imon Fish,
(y

'

Cray
'

s Inn. )

A SU P P L ICAT ION FOR TH E B EGGA R S .

1529-1

A S upplicacyonf or the B eggars.
S tated by J . Fox to have been distributed inthe streets of London on

Candlemas Da [2 Feb. ,

This is the ifth Protestant book (not being a por tion of Holy Scripture
that wasprinted in the Engl ish Language .

T he authorship of this anonymous t rac t, is fixed by a passage inSir T .

MORE
'

S Afl lory , of quoted in the Introduct ion.

5 . [Rev . John Udal l ,
l lI inister a t Kingston on Thames ]

D IOTR EP H E S . [1588-1

The state of the Church of Englande, laid open ina conf er ence
betweene D IO

‘

I
‘

REP IIES a Byshopp, TERTULLUS a P apiste, DE
ME

'

I
‘

RIUS an wurer , PANDOCHUS an Inneheeper , and PAULE a

preacher of the word of God.

This is the forerunning t ract of the hIA R TIN hIA RPRL-
‘

LA TE Contro
versy . For the product ion of it . ROBERT WALDEGRAVE , the printe r , was
ruined and so became avai lable for the pr int ing of the Mart inist invec t ives.
The scene of the D ialogue is inPANDOCHUS ’

S Inn, which is ina post ing
townonthe high road from London to Edinburgh .

,

TH E RETU RN FRO M P ARN A S SUS .

[Acted 1606 .

The Returne f ro/n Pernassns or The Scomge of S imony .

Pnbliqnely acted by the Students in Saint Johns Col ledge in

Cambr idge.

This play , written by a Unive rsity man in December, 1601 , br ings
WILLIA M KE M P and R ICHARD BURBAGE on to the S tage, and makes them
speak thus

KE M P. Few Of the vniuersity penplaieswe l l , they smel l too much of
that wr iter Unid and that w riter hi etamorphosis, and talke too much o f
P roserpina and Inppi ter . Why berces our fe llow S hakespeare puts them
all downe, I [Ay ] and B en J onson too . 0 that B en J onson is a pest ilent
fe l low, he brought vp Hor ace g iuing the Poets a pil l , but our fe llow S hake
spear e hath g ivenhim a purge that made h im be ray his credit

BURBAGE. I t
’
s a shrewd fe llow indeed 2"

What this controversy be tweenS HAKES PEARE and JONSO N was, has no t
ye t been cleared up. I t was evident ly recent, when (in Dec . , 1601 ) this

play was wri tten.
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24 The Eng l ish S cholar
’

s L ibrary .

I O. Richard S tanyhurst,
the I r ish H istor ian.

Translation of [E N EID I 582.

Theefi rst f ovre Boohes of VIRG IL his JEneis translated intao
Eng lish heroical hexame ter] verse by R ICHARD STANY
HURS

'

I
‘

, wy th oother Poet ical dinises theretoo annexed .

Impr inted at Leiden in Holland by IOHN PATES, Anna

This is one of the oddest and most grotesque books in the Englishlanguage and havmg beenpr inted in Flanders, the orig inal Ed ition15 of
ex tr eme rari ty .

The present t ext is, by the kindness
'

o f Lord ASH BURN HA M and S .

CHRIST IE-M ILLER, Esq .

,
reprinted from the only two copiesknown, ne ither

of which is uite pe r fect .

GABRIEL
i

h’ IARVEY desired to be epitaphed , The Inventor of the Eng l ish
Hex ameter ; and STANYIIURST , in im itat ing him , went fur the r than any
one e lse inmal treat ing Engl ish wordsto suit the exigenciesof Classical fee t .

I I . Mar t in M arpr elate.

TH E E P I STLE .
ll588.

0h read oner D . JOHN BRIDGES, f or it isa wor thy worhe

Or an epitome of the fy rste B aohe of that r ight worship/hell vol

ume, wr itten against the P ar itanes, in the defi nce of the noble

cleargie, by as worshipf ull apr ieste, JOHN BRIDGES, P resbyter ,
P r iest or E lder , doctor of D inill it ie, and Deane of Sara/n.

The Epilante p. 26] isnot y etpublished , but i t shal l be, when
the Byshops are at convenim t leysur e to v iew the same. In the

meane t ime, let them be content with this learned Epistle.

P r inted oversea, in Enrope, within two f ur longs of a B onn

sing P r iest , at the cost and charges if M. MARPRELATE
, gentle

man.

I 2 . Rober t Greene , M .A .

M EN A P H ON .
I 589

MENAPIION. CAMILLAS alarm) : to slnnzber ing EUPHUES,
inhism

'

elaitcholie Cel l at S i lexedra. VVherein are deciphered
the var iable efi ’ctsqf For tune, the wondersof Lane, the tr iunzphes
of inconstant Time. D isplay ing insah a

’
r ic concezpted passions

(figur ed in a continuate H istor ic) the Tr ophees that Ver tue
car r ieth tr iumphant , mangr e the wrath of Enule, or the r esolu

t ionof For tune.
One of GREENE'S nove lswith TOM NAS II

’

S P re face , so important in re fer
ence to the ear l ier HAMLE T, be fore S HAKES PEARE '

S t rag edy .

GREENE '

S love pamphle ts we re the most popular Worksof Fictionin
England, up to the appearance of S ir P . S IDNEY'

S A rcadia in 1 590.



The Eng l ish S cholar
'

s L ibrar '
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I 3 . George Joy,
anear ly P r otestant R efii rmer .

AN AP OLOGY To T IN DA LE .
1535

AnApologye made by GEORGE JOYE to satisf y/e (if i t may be)
\V. T INDALE : to pourge and defende himself ageinst so many
sclaunderouse ly es f ayned vpon him in TINDAL

’

S vnchar itable

and unsober Pystle so well wor thy e to be prefixed for the Reader to
induce him into the understanding of hys new Testament dili

gently corrected and printed inthe yeare of our Lorde, I 534, in
Nouember (Antwe rp, 2 7 Feb . , 1 535 .

This almost lost book is our only author ity in respec t to the surrept it ious

edit ionso f the Eng l ish New Testam ent
,
which were printed for the Eng l ish

marke t with t ery many e rrors, by Antwe rp printe rs who knew not Engl ish,
in the inte rval be tweenT INDALE '

S first edit ions in1 5 26, and his revised Text
(above referred to) in 1 5 34.

I 4. R ichard Barnfie ld.

of Da r/aston
, S tafib rdshi r e.

P OEM S .
1 594

- 1 598

The af a /ionate S hepherd. Containing the Complaint of

DAPHNIS f or the Lone of GANYMEDE .

In the fol lowing Work, B ARNFIELD states that this is “ imitat ionof
Vi rg i l l , in the second Eg logue of A lex is.

”

CYNTHIA . l
’

th Certaine Sonnets, and the Legend of CAS
SANDRA . 1 595 .

The Author t hus concludes his Preface Thus, hoping you will beare
with my

.

rude concert of Cynth ia (if for no o ther cause , y e t , for that it is the
First Im i tat iono f the ve rse of that exce l lent Poe t , Maiste r Spencer , inhis
Fay r ie Queene), I leaue you to the read ing of that , which I so much desire
may breed your dehght .

’

The Encomion of Lady PECUNIA or , The P raise cf hl oney .

1 598 .

Two of the Poems inthisTegct have be en wrongly att ributed to SH AKE
SPEARE . The disproof is g ivenIn the Introduction.

I 5 . T[homas] C[ooper] .
[B ishop of WINCHES TER . )

ADM ON IT ION To TH E P EOP LE OF

EN GL AN D .

An admonit ion to the people of England Vt r ein are an

svverea
’

, not onley the slaunderous vntr uethes, r epr ochf ully v ttered

by MART IN the L ibel/er , but also many other Cr imes by some of
h is broode, obj ected generally against al l B ishops, and the chicf e of
the Cleargie, purposely to def ace and discr edi t the pr esent state of
the Church . [j an.

This isthe o fficial reply on the part of the H ie rarchy , to llIA RTIN MAR
PRELA TE

’

s Epzlr t le
‘

of [Nov . ] 1508 se e No . 1 1 . onp. 2 4 .

I t waspublished be tween the appearance of the Epistle and that of the
Epi tome.



26 The Eng lish S cholar
’

s L ibrary .

1 6 . Captain John Sm ith
,

P r esident of Vi rg inia , and Adm iral of New Eng land.

W ORKS —4 6084 63 1. 2 vols. 1zs. 6a
'

.

A comple te edit ion, wi th six facsim ile plates.

Occasionwas taken. in the preparation of this Edition, d ispas

sionately to test the Author
’

s statements. The resul t is perfect ly
sat isfactory . The Lincolnshire Captain is to be implicitly bel ieved
inall that he relates o f his ownpersonal knowledge .

The fol lowing are the chief Texts in th isVolume
A t rue Relat ionof Occurr ences inVirginia. 1 608 .

§
2 . A Map of Virg inia. 1 6 1 2 .

3 . A Descript ionof New England 1 6 16.

(4 . New Eng land
'

sTr ials. 1 620 and 1 622 .

(5 . The History of Virginia, New Eng land, and Bermuda.

(6 . AnAcci dence for young Seaman. 1 626 .

(7 . His true Travels, Adventures, and Observat ions. 1630 .

8 . Adver tisements for Plant ers inNew Eng land, or any
wher e . 163 1 .

The first Three Engl ish Books on

Ame rica. I 5 I I ]—I 5 5 5 .

Thiswork is a per fect Encyclopzedia respecting the earliest

Spanish and English Voyages to America.

Small Paper Edition, 456 pp , in One Volume, Dcmy 410,

£ 1 1s.

Large Paper Edit ion in One Volume, Royal 4to, ,C3 3s.
The Three Books are

(I . ) Of the new landea, etc. Pr inted at Antwerp about I I I .

This is the fi rst Eng l ish book in wh ich the word Ame rica fi e.
Armonica] occurs.

A Treat ise of the new India, etc. T ranslatcd by
RICHARD EDEN from S EBASTIAN MUENSTER

’

S Cosmog raphy
and rinted in 1 5 53 . The S econd Eng l ish Booh onAmer ica .

The Decadesof th e NewWor ld, et c. , by P IETRO MART IRE

[PETRUS MARTYR] , translated by RICHARD EDEN , and printed in

15 5 5 . 7 he Thi rd Eng l ish Book on A mer ica. S HAKESPEARE

ob tained the character o f CAL IBAN from thisWork.

A List of 837 London Publ ishers,
1 5 5 3

—1 640 .

ThisMaster Key to English B ibl iography for the per iod also

gives the approximate period that each Publisher was in busi

ness.

Denzy 4to, 32pp ,
Ios. 6d. net .
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THE WAR L I BRARY.

Captain WILLIAM SIBORNE.

The Wate r loo Campaign. 1 8 I 5 .

4ih Ed. Crown Svo . 832 pages. I 3
'

l ll edallion Por traits of
Gener als. I 5 tll apsand P lans.

Bound inRed Cloth, uncut edges. FIVE SHILLINGS, Net.

The Work isuniversally regarded to be the best general Account

in the Eng lish language o f the Twenty Days
' War : including the

Bat t les of Quatre Bras, Ligny, Waterloo , and VVavre ; and the

subsequent daring March on Paris. I t isas fair to the French as
it is to the A l lies.

WILLIAM BEATTY, MD Surgeon of H.M. 8. Victory.

An Authent ic Narrat ive o f

the Death « of Lo rd Ne lson.

z rst October
,
1 805 .

2nd Ed . Crown Svo. 96 pages. Two Illustrations

(1 ) Of Lord NE L S ON in the dress h e wore when

h e rece iv ed h is m o rtal wound .

(2) or th e B ull et that kil led h im .

Bound inBlue Cloth, uncut edges. IIALF-A -CROWN, Nci .



The Paston Le t ters.

14 2 2
— 1 509 .

A NEWEDITION, containing upwards of 400 letters,
I etc. , hi therto unpublished.

ED ITED BY

JAMES GAIRDNER,

Of the Public Record Ofi ce.

3 Vols. Fcap. Svo, Cloth extra, 15 3 net.

The PastonLetters are an important test imony to the progressive con

dit ionof Socie ty, and come inasa precious link in the chainof moral history
of Eng land, which they alone in this period supply . They stand, indeed,

sing ly , as far as I know, in Europe : for though it ishigh ly probable that

in the archivesof I tal ian famil ies, if not inFrance or Germany, a series of

mere ly private le t ters equal ly ancient may be concealed I do not recol lect
that any have beenpublished . They are all written in the re igns o f HENRY
VI. and EDWARD IV. , except a few that extend as far as HENRY VII . , by

different members of a weal thy and respectable , but not
’

noble , family ; and
are , therefore , pictures of the life of the Eng lish gent ry of that age .

"

IIENRY HALLA M , Intr oduction to the Li tei a ture Qf E urope, i. 228,

E l l . 1 837 .

These Lettersare the genuine correspondence of a family inNor

folk during the Wars o f the Roses. As such , they are al toge ther
unique incharacter ; ye t the language is not so antiquated as to

present any serious d ifficulty to the modernreader. The topicsof

the letters re late part ly to the private affairs of the family, and
part ly to the Stirring events of the t ime : and the correspondence

includes S tate papers. love letters, bailiff s accounts, sent imental

poems, jocular epistles, etc.

Besides the public news of the day, such as the Loss of Nor

mandy by the Engl ish ; the indictment , and subsequent murder at

sea o f the Duke o f S UFFOLK and all the fluc tuations of the gr eat
struggle of YORK and LANCASTER ; we have the story o f j oHN
PASTON

'

S first introduction to hiswife incidental not ices of severe
domestic d iscipline , in which his sister frequent ly had her head

broken ; letters from Dame ELIZ ABETH BREWS , a match-making
Mamma, who reminds the youngest JOHN PASTON that Friday is
“ Saint Valent ine

'

s Day ,
"

and invites him to come and visit he
family from the Thursday evening t ill the Monday , e tc. , e tc.

Every Le t ter has been exhaust ively annotated ; and a Chronoo

logical Table , with most copiousIndices, conclude the Work.



THE “ WH ITEHALL ED IT ION

OF THE WORKS OF

W ILL IAM S HAKES PEARE.

Edited from the Original Textsby H. ARTHUR DOUBLEDAY,

with the assistance of T . GREGORY FOSTER and ROBERT ELSON.

In 12 volumes, imperial 16mo.

The special features to wh ich the publ isherswould call atten
tionare the TYPE, which is large enough to be read with com

fort by all ; the NUMBERING of the LiNES , for convenience of

reference ; the ARRANGEMENT o f the PLAYS in chronological
order ; and the GLOSSARY which is givenat the end of each

play. The text has been carefully edited from the original

editions, and follows as nearly as possible that of the Fol io of

1623. A few notes recording the emendations of modern

Editorswhich have beenadopted are printed at the end of each

play.

The volumes are handsomely bound inbuckram and in cloth
,

per volume. Also in hal f-parchment, gi lt top, 6s. per

v0 urne.

S O/lIE PRESS OPINIONS OF “ THE lVH/TEHALL

SHAKESPEARE .

”

The print is clear , the paper good, the marginsuflicient , and the volume
not too cumbe rsome .

"
Times.

The text g ivesevery evidence of be ing edited with care and scholarship.

On the whole , The Wh ite/za l l S hakespear e promises to be one of

the most gene ral ly at tract ive among the many edi t ions of the bard which
compe te for public favour .

"—S cotsman.

The general e ffect is excel lent it deservesa great success.
Na tiona l Obser ver .

The lV/u
'

teha ll S hakespea r e commends itse lf by its convenient form ,

and i ts clear and handsome type ,
aswe l l as b some spe cial features, among

which is the al habe tical index to all the c aracters in the plays in each
volume .

" —Da i y A
’
c
'ws.

It combines, asfar as possible , the requirementsof a library and popular
edit ion.

”—L i ter ary IVor ld .

There is certainly no edit ion of Shakespeare in the marke t which is
more pre t t ily got up or be tter pr inted.

.

One of the best edit ions for

the general reader that have ever appeared in this country .

"—S cot t ish
Leader .

Paper, print, and binding leave lit t le to be desired.
-S tam{ard .

WESTMINSTER : ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE CO.

2 WHITEHALL GARDENS .


