






INTRODUCTION.

WHERE was the Protestant religion b efore Luther ?
”

is a question that has often b een asked with an air of

confidence and triumph , by the advocates of a church

which claims to b e the only infallib le expounder of the

word of God. The object of the followmg essay is to

answer this question, and to retort the charge of novel

ty in religion , on those who make such arrogant claims

for the antiquity of their church .

The importance of the question w ill b e evident to

every one who considers , that it relates not merely to

some unessential doctrines , or external Observances ,
but to the very foundation of a sinner’s hope . If the

Popish system b e true , Protestants are left to the un

covenanted mercies of God ;
”
w ithout a ministry, w ith

out sacraments, W ithout hope ! If it is false , how awful

is the delusion, and how imminent the danger of those

who rest all their hopes of salvation upon it !

That the discussion is seasonable, must b e apparent

to all who are awake to the signs of the times . Z ealous

emissaries , backed by foreign influence , and aided by
foreign gold , are coming in like a flood , to poison the

fountains of education , and to bring the civil and re li
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gions liberties of this happy land into subjection to a

foreign ecclesiastical despotism .

The original work , from which the follow ing treatise
is extracted , consists of a series of discourses , on the

principal errors ofPopery, styled the “Cripplegate
’

L ec

tures ,” which were delivered by eminent English di

vines , in and near L ondon , about the end of the seven

teenth century. The discourses bear ample testimony
to the learning , judgment and piety of their authors .

In preparing the work for the press , some liberty
has been taken in retrenching irrelevant matter, and

in somewhat moderniz ing the style . Should it be ob

jected that the quotations made from catholic authors

are of ancient date , and that the Popish religion of the

nineteenth century is very different from that of the

s ixteenth and seventeenth , it woul d not b e difficult to

produce from catholic works , printed by authority, in

this city, w ithin a year or two , sentiments as unscrip

tural as any quoted in this work. Besides , the objec

tion would comew ith a very ill grace from those who

boast that their church is always and every where the

same Nul
’

la vestigm retrorsum.

”



THE

NOV ELTY OF POPERY.

CHAPTER I.

For the better understanding of the matter in
hand, I shal l premise the seven following propo
sitions

F IRST PROPOSITION .

That the ordinary way in which lost sinners ,
since the fall of Adam, have been recovered and

restored to l ife and salvation, as to the essentials of

the covenant of grace , has, in all ages
,
been one and

the same. For though God has, at sundry times

and in divers manners, revealed his will to his

church
, yet the covenant of grace , under various ex

ternal d ispensations, has been the same ;
* under the

law,
administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices,

and c ircumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types

Ea quippe fides justos servavit antiquos , quae e t nos . i . e . M e

diatoris Dei et hominis Jesu Christi . A ug . do Natur. et Grat
cap . 44 . Heb . i . 1 : wakup fplicm ufloAvfrpéfl

'wc.

A 2
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and ordinances, del ivered to the people of the Jewsf
f

all po inting at Christ to come ; under the Gospel , by

the preach ing of the word , and admini stration of

the sacraments, Baptism,
and the Lord’s Supper,

which i s observed in commemoration of the death

of Christ, already past. The way to heaven through

Christ
,
has been the same, success ively from Adam

to our days , and will be the same to the end of the

world ; which we might learn from the perfect agree

ment between the doctrine of Moses and the pro

phets, and Christ and his apostles ; for these, de

claring the whole counsel of God , Acts xvi i i . 27,

yet preached no new doctrine concerning Christ

and salvation by him,
but what Moses and the pro

phets said , and that also in reference to the Gentiles,
as wel l as to the Jews

,
Acts xxvi . 22

,
2 3 . To b e

l ieve in Christ, to love God above all, to repent, and
mortify sin, to be sanctified and renewed after the

image of God, to be obedient to the will of God,
has been “ the goodway” from of old. The change
in outward admini strations made by Christ and the
apostles, did not make a new way to heaven, though

"

the old dispensations then ceased , and gave place to
those appo inted by Christ

;
which

,
with the doc

trines of the apostles , are retained in the .reformed

church , but are depraved , corrupted , and departed

Christi veri sacrificn multiplicia variaque signa erant sacri
ficia prisca sanctorum

,
cum hoc unum per multa figuraretur,

tanquam verb is multis res una diceretur
,
ut sine fastid io mul

tum commendatur. A ug . de C ivit : Dei
,
l ib . 10 : capi QO.
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from by the church of Rome , as will appear by the

parallel of doctrines .

SEC OND PROPOSITION.

Antiqu ity is not a mark of a true church . A

church of long stand ing and continuance
,
succes

sively from age to age , m ight be - a false church.

The church of Rome, contrary to all reason
,

'makes

antiqu ity a markf
‘é whereby a true _church may be

known ; and, contrary to all history, brags of her

own antiqu ity . But that which i s a mark to distin
guish one th ing from another, must be found

’

r in

one kind , in all of that kind , only in that kind , and

yet always in i t ; as a man has two feet , but thereby

cannot b e distingui shed from some other creatures ,
because th is is common to birds as well as men. So

to be skilful in music
,
i s prOper only to man, but i s

not found in every man
,
and therefore i s no mark

to know a man by ; for one that is no music ian
,
i s a

true and real man
, as well as he that i s .

Antiqu ity, alone considered, will fal l short of a

Secunda nota ecclesiae est antiquitas nostra autem ecclesia
,

quam adversarii papisticam vocant , est il la ipsa quam Christus
instituit

,
et proinde vetustior omnibus sectis haereticorum. Bel l .

de Concil. e t Eccles . l . 4 . c . 5 .

i Proprium convenit sol i alicui speciei , omnibusque i ll ins in
dividuis e t semper. Tres notarum conditiones ponit

,
Bellarm.

1 . Deb ent esse propriae
,
non communes . 2 . Deb ent esse notiores

ea re cujus sunt notae
,
alioqui non sunt notes

,
sed ignota) . 3 .

Sunt i nseparab iles averfi ecclesia. D e Concil . ct Eccles . L ib .

4 . cap . 2.
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demonstration Or evidence, that the church of Rome
i s the only true church , upon these two grounds or
reasons .
1 . Because antiqu ity is separab le from a true
church ; as the church of God in Adam’s days, was

a true church , and yet i t was not then an ancient

church . A nd the Christian church
,
in the apostles’

days, was a true Christian church , and ye t i t was

not then an anc ient Christian church , any more than

an infant newly born, may b e said to be an old man ;

and yet i t i s a true man, though not old.

2 . Because antiquity is not only separable from

a true church , but i s also common to other things

now,
as wel l as to a true church . It might even be

Spoken of the synagogue of Satan ; for Satan has had
his followers in the world for many thousand years ;
and there have been many wicked

”

and ungodly

societies
‘

of men, far more ancient than the church
of Rome

, or any pope at the head of i t. So that the
antiqu ity which the church of Rome boasts of, but
does not possess, cannot prove i t to be the true
church of Christ, any more than the synagogue of

Satan.

THIRD PROPOSITION.

Antiqu ity is not a mark of true doctrine ; for al

though all truth i s more ancient than error (which
is a corruption of truth ), y et every doctrine that i s
old

,

*
or of many hundred years

’ standing is not

Q uodcunque adversus veritatem sapit
,
hoc crit hwresis

,

etiam vetus consuetudo . Tertul. de V irg . V e land .
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therefore true ; for there are old errors
,
and old he

resies ; some of them more ancient than those that

are properly and formally popish errors . There
are the old errors and heresies of Cerinthus

,
Ebiom,

Arius, and
g

many more, of an earl ier original
,
than

the main doctrines of popery
,
that a re essential to

that rel igion; and if we judge of doctrines merely
by ant iquity, many heresies have the precedency

of popery. Since then wickedness and error can

plead antiqu ity of many ages ; i t i s plain that anti

quity i s a prai se or dispraise, according to the na

ture of the th ing Of which it is Spoken ; if it be
good , the older

,
the better ; i f i t b e bad, the older

,

the worse ; continuance in Sin being an aggravation
of it ; as an old sweat er, an old drunkard or idolater
i s worse than one that has lately taken up such wick

ed practices . Antiquity of doctrine and worship

W ithout truth and purity be ing but
* grey-headed

error and Sin, i t follows that the longer the church

of Rome has practi sed such worship, and taught
such doctrines

,
she i s not so venerable for her anti

quity, as V ile for her iniquity .

FOURTH PROPOSITION .

Some of the popish doctrines, and some parts of

popish worsh ip are older
,
and of a longer standing

than others . Rome was not bu ilt in one day ; and

the body and system of popish doctrine, as i t i s

Consuetudo sine veritate , vetustas erroris est. Cypr. Epist.
ad Pompeium
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now held, was not fini shed in one age. Popery

came in by degrees, and antichrist rose to his pre

sent height, step by step . The question
*ie propound~

ed by the papists to be resolved by the protestants,
who was the first pope that brought in their reli

gion, and who was the first that made all the inno

vations we complain ofP is rid iculous and absurd ,
supposing that to be introduced into the church by

one man, in one age , which was brought in gradual

ly , by many men, in many ages.

F IFTH PROPOSITION .

Those things that are essential to our rel igion, are

owned by the papists themselves ; for they profess to
own the S cripture to be the word of God, and cer

tainly true ; but they add the ir own traditions, th ings

not contained in the Scripture, as necessary to

salvation; which we cannot rece ive . They own

Christ to be the head of the church , and so do we ;

but they add that the pope i s the head of the uni

versal church
'

also, which we deny ; they own bap
tism and the Lord’s supper, and So do ~we ; but they
add five sacraments more, which we reject. They
own that there is a heaven and a hell , as Well as

we ; but they teach that there i s a place distinct

In omni insigni mutatione religionis semper ista sex demon

strari possunt. 1 . Auctor ejus . 2. Dogma aliquod novum . 3 .

Tempus quo coepit. 4 . Locus ub i ccepit. 5 . Quis earn oppug
naverit . 6 . Exiguus al iquie coetus

,
unde paulatim aliis acce

dentibus
,
coeperit. N ihil autem horum de nobis ostendere pose

sunt
, (Haaretici) . Bellarm. de Concil . et Eccles, lib ; 4 . cap, 5.
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from both , in which the souls of bel ievers were
before Christ’s death ; and that there is a purga
tory

, and a place ”

for the souls of infants
,
distinct

from heaven and hell ; all which we deny . They

own the merits of Christ, and so do we ; but they
add their own merits , wh ich we deny ; and so in

other po ints . So that the controversy between us

and them i s not, whether what we hold i s true and

old ; for that i s granted by the papists themselvesf
‘é

as to the essential parts of our rel igion ; but about

what they have invented , and added to the true re

ligion. All our rel igion is contained in the Scrip
ture

,
and what i s there, we own, and no th ing else,

as necessary to salvation. The sum of our rel igion
is comprehended in the ten commandments , creed ,
and Lord’s prayer, which the papi sts also confess
and own. So that our religion is past dispute, and

Is In a manner granted to
"

us . But whether the
popish doctrines as such , are true and old

,
is the

V ery controversy between us and them.

SIXTH PROPOSITION .

The reformation of the church does not consi st

in bringing in new things , but in casting them out,

and lopping them off. It is a gross mi stake that in

Nota secundo ea quaa sunt simpl ic iter necessaria , apostolos
consuevisse omnibus przedicare , D ico

,
i lla omnia scripta esse

ab apostolis , quaa sunt omnibus necessaria , e t qute ipsi palam
omnibus vulgo praadicaverunt . Bel l . (16 Verb . Dei. L ib . 4 .

cap . 11 .
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the reformation, in and since Luther’s time, the
church has brought in new doctrines, and rejected

the old . On the contrary She has cast away the

new,
and retains the old. Gold and dross were

mixed together ; the jewel of truth was hid under

the fi lth of corrupt doctrines . Our reformers kept

the jewel and the gold , and cast the dro ss and fi lth

away . The reception of the old doctrine, and the

rejection of the new,
i s that wh ich constituted the

reformation. A nd if the church of Rome would
own what i s in the Scripture , and no more

,
as ne

cessary to salvation, and would cut off the new,
which they have added to the old, we and they
should be of the same rel igion; Our religion was

perfect and complete before the doctrine and the

worship of thechurch of Rome (as i t now i s) were
in being.

SEVENTH PROPOSITION .

To know which is the old rel igion and which

the new
,
we must keep to theword 9k of God

, as

the rule and test. What i s not in the word of

God, e ither expressly
,
or by just

,
immed iate

,
ne

cessary consequence, and yet i s made necessary to
salvation, i s certainly a new rel igion

,
though it has

been taught many hundred years . Thus all false
gods, though long since served and worshipped , are
called “

new gods, that newly came up,
” Deut.

Si ad divinae traditionis caput
,
et originem revertamur, ces

sat errorhumanus . Cypr. Epist. ad Pomp .
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xxxu . 17. The old rel igion then must be examined
by the old rule , the Holy Scriptures ; so that to de
term ine this, we need not run to the canons of the

church
,
to the councils of men, to the decrees of the

pope
,
or to the writings of the fathers , which are all

fall ible, and of later standing than the
’

word of God .

When .therefore the papists ask us
,

“Where was

your rel igion before Luther?” we may confidently

answer, Where your rel igion never was, nor will

b e found ; and that i s, in the Holy Scriptures, which
were written long before Luther was born, or the

pope e ither.”
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OPERY.

CHAPTER II .

THE second general head in the method pro
posed, i s to give a parallel of doctrines taught by

the prophets, Chri st, and hi s apostles ; by the pro
testants or reformed church ; and by the papists or

the church of ~Rome. The first Shall be laid down
in the very words of Scripture ; the second out of

the publ ic confessions of faith of the reformed
churches ; and the th ird out of the writings and de

cretals of the popes, councils
,
cardinal s, and other

doctors approved by the church of Rome. By all

which
,
these three things will b e made manifest

1 . That the doctrine of protestants i s the same that
was taught by Christ and his apostles . 2 . That
therefore it was long before Luther . 3 . That the
doctrine of the church of Rome

,
differing from

, and

be ing contrary to the doctrine Of Christ and his

apostles, must b e a novelty .

I . Concerni ng the P erfection and Sufi ciency of
the Scr ip ture unto Sa lva tion.

1 . The doctrine of the prophets, Chri st and the
apostles concerning thi s po int :
Deut . xii . 32 . What thing soever I command you,

observe to do i t ; thou shal t not add thereto, nor di
minish from it. Psal. xix . 7 . The law of the Lord
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i s perfect, converting the soul . John xx . 3 1 . But
these are written, that ye m ight bel ieve that Jesus
is the Christ; the Sonof God, and that bel ieving ye

might have l ife through his name . Gal. i . 8 . But

though we or an angel from heaven preach any

other gOSpel
“

unto
‘

you, than that which we
'

have

preached unto you, let him be accursed . 9 . A S I
said before, so say I new again

,
i f any man preach

any . other gospel ’

to you, than that ye have re

ceived, let him b e accursed . 2 Tim. i i i . 1 5 . A nd

that from a ch ild thou hast known the Holy Scrip

tureS, which are able to make thee wise unto salva

t ion, through faith which Is In Christ Jesus . 1 6 . All
Scripture i s given by Inspiration of God, and i s
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
fOr i nstruction In righteousness ; 17 . That the man

ofGod may b e perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all

good works . Rev. xxii . 1 8 . For I testify unto
every man that heareth the Words of the prophecy

Of this book, if any man shall add unto these things,
God Shall add unto him the plagues that are written
in th is book . 1 9 . A nd i f any man shal l take away

from the words of the book of this prophecy , God

shall take away his part out of the book of l ife, and

out of the holy c ity, and from the th ings which are

written in this book .

2 . The doctrine of the reformed churches con

cerning the perfection and suffi ciency of the Scrip
ture unto salvation.

“The Holy Scripture contains all th ings necessary
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for salvation ; so that whatsoever is not read there in,
nor may be proved thereby , i s not to be required of

any man, that it Should be bel ieved as an article of

the faith , or be thought requisite and necessary to

salvation.

” 916

“ It is not lawful for the church to ordain ‘

any

th ing
,
that i s contrary to God ’s word -as it ought

not to decree any th ing against the same, so besides

the same, ought i t not to enforce any th ing to be

bel ieved for necessity of

The whole counsel of God concerning all things

necessary for his own glory, man
’s salvation, faith

and l ife, i s either expressly set down in Scripture, or

by good and necessary consequence may be deduced
from Scripture ; unto which nothing at any t ime rs

to be added, whether by new revelations of the

Spirit, or traditions of
The canoni cal Scripture, or the word of God de

l ivered by the Holy Ghost, and by the prophets and
apostles propounded to the world , is the most per
feet and ancient philosophy, and doth alone perfectly
contain all piety , all rule of l ife .

’

The reformed church in France, thus .” Where
as the word of God i s the sum of all truth

, con

Church of England . Artic . 6 . t A t tic . 20 .

1 A ssemb . Confession of Faith .

Confessio Helvet . Synta . Confes . p . 67 .

Quum verb um Dei sit omnis veritatis summa
,
complectens

quicquid ad cultum Dei et salutem nostram requiritur, neque

hominibus , neque ipsis etiam angelis fas esse dicimus quicquam
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The Wittemberg Confessionfi
‘ “That all doctrine

necessary to b e known by us in order to true and

eternal salvation is not contained in the Scripture

i s sooner said than proved .

”

To add no more, by these i t i s evident that in

th is point the reformed churches not only agree

among themselves , but also with the prophets and

apostl es, teach ing herein the same doctrine that

Christ and they did, whi ch was the th ing to be

proved .

3 . The doctrine of the papi sts concerning the

perfection and sufficiency of the Scripture.

The Counc i l of Trent declaredfi That the doc

trine of the gospe l is contained in the written word
,

and in unwri tten trad itions , and that they rece ive

and honour the unwritten traditions, whether ap

pertaining to faith, or manners, with the same re

enim vetitum sit, ne quis Dei verbo quicquam addat
,
ant detra.

hat
,
satis eo ipso demonstratur

,
doctrinam illius pOrfectissimam

,

omni busque modis consummatam esse . Belg . Ecc les -Confes

Syntag . p . 131 .

In hac Scripture non contineri omnem doctrinam
,
nob is

ad veram et perpe tuam salutem cognitu necessariam ,
Videtur

fac ilius posse dici , quam probari . Wittemb . Goufes . Syntag. p

130 .

t Sacrosancta , Tridentina synodus
, pe rspic iens hanc verita

tem [evangelii] e t disciplinam contineri in l ibris scriptis , et

sine scripto traditionibus
,
omnes libros tam ve teris quam novi

Testamenti , ncc non traditiones ipsas , tum ad fidem , tum ad

mores pertinente s , pari pietatis affectu ac reverentif
‘

t snsc ipit

et veneratur. Concil. Trident . Sess . 4 .
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verence and holy affection, as they do all the books

of the Old -and N ew Testament.”

The Canon law says,
eie That men do with such

reverence respect the apostoli cal seat of Rome, that
they rather desire to know the ancient institution
of the Christian rel igion from the pope’s mouth,
than from the Holy Scripture, and the - traditions of
the fathers ; and they only inquire what is his
pleasure, and accord ing to i t, they order their l ife
and conversation.

” A gainfl
L “ that the [pope

’s] de
oretal epistles are to be numbered with canonical

Scripture.

”

Dr. Standish , in his book against Engl ish B ibles,
says , “ Take from them the English damnab le
translations , and let them learn to give as much

credit , to that which is not expressed , as to that
which is expressed in the Scripture.

”

Melchior Ganus writes,t That many th ings be

Et revera. tantareverentia apicem praafatm apostolicaa sedis
omnes suspiciunt , ut antiquam Christianze religionis institu

tionem magis ab ore praece ssoris ejus , quam a sacris paginis ,

et paternis traditionibus expetant : i llins vel le , il lins nol le tan
tum explorant

,
ut ad ajas arbitrium suam conversationem et ipsi

remittant , aut intendant. Corp . Jur. Canon. D ist. 40. si Papa
in Annot.

‘
r Inter canonicas Scripturas decretales episto lae connumeran

tur. Corp . Juris . Canon . D ist . 19
,
cap . 6.

i Multa pertinere ad Christianorum fidem e t doctrinam qute

nec aperte, nec obscure, in sacris literis continentur.
—Sancto .

rum martyrum auxilium precibus implorandum ,
eorumque me

morias celebrandas , imagines venerandas e sse
,
in sacrificio

eucharistite simul cum corpore sanguinem sacerdotibus esse et
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long to Christian faith and doctrine , which are

neither plainly nor obscurely contained in “ Holy

Scripture .

” A nd he gives particular instances ,
That the help of the holy martyrs should be craved

by prayer, and the ir memories celebrated , and their
images worshipped , &c . i s not perhapstaught in the

Ho ly Scripture, and yet the cathol i c church asfirm

ly holds these and many other doctrines as if they

were
‘

written in Holy Scripture .

” Again he says,
There i s more effi cacy for the confutation of here

tics in tradition, ' than in Scripture .

” Again, A l

most all disputations with heretics Should be
‘

re

ferred to the traditions rece ived from our fore

fathers .”

Card inal Hosius speaks out,
”

saying
,

ale “Thegreat

est part of the gospel i s come to us by tradition,
very little of i t i s commi tted to writing.

”

This plainly Shows that the doctrine -

of the pa

pists in this, i s expressly contrary to the doctrine of

confic iendum
,
et sumendum

,
& c .

,
Sacra literae nusquam forte

tradiderunt. At ejusmodi atque al ia pleraque id genus , ita firmi
ter ecclesia catholica retinet

,
ut si sacris codicibus fuissent in

scripta : Melch. Canx L oc . Theolog. l ib . 3. cap . 3. Adde
, quod

x

ad confutandos haereticos major vis in traditione
,
quam in Scrip.

turaest.—Quorsum haec tam longo sermone repetita
? Nempe

ut intelligas , non modo adversum haereticos plus habere tradi
tionem ,

quam Scripturam virium , sed etiam omnem ferme cum
hie reticis di sputationem ad traditiones amajoribus acceptas esse
referendam : Ibid.

Mult ue maxima pars evangelii pervenit ad nostraditione ,

perexigua literis est mandate . B osins Goufes. Fid . Cathol . cap .

92. pag. 133. fol .
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the prophets, Christ, and his apostles, and that the
doctrine of the protestants i s the very same with the
doctrine of Christ and the apoStles. L et the reader
compare them together, and he will see the agree
ment of the one , and the contrarie ty of the other, to
the doctrine of Scripture, and conclude that the doc
trine of the reformed church is the old and tr ue, but
the doctrine of the church of Rome , i s both new

and false doctrine ; and that what the Rhemi sts on
Gal. i. 8 , say ,

“ It i s great pity and shame that so
many fo llow Luther and Calvin; and such other
lewd fellows into a new gospel ;

” is more true of
,

and better appl ied to the followers of the popish
doctors, or of the Rhemists themselves ; who on 2

Tim. i i i . 1 6
, say ,

“The heretics upon th is com

mendation of Holy Scriptures, pretend (Very Sim

ply in good sooth) that therefore nothing is neces »

sary to justice and salvation but the Scriptures.”

A nd on John xxi . 25. Few th ings are written of

Christ’s acts and doctrine in comparison of that

which he did and spake, and yet the heretics will
needs have all in Scripture .

” Whereas the evan

gelist does not say that any thing is omitted of hi s
doc trine, but of his acts . For though he Spoke
more words than are expressed, yet all the doctrines

that he uttered in those words , are contained in the

Scriptures of the Old and New Testament. The

apostles preached noth ing but that wh ich was con

tained in the Scriptures , Acts xvii . 1 1 . and xxvi .
22 . Rom. i . 2 . Fulke in L oc.



II. Of Reading the Scrip ture.

1 . The doctrine of the prophets, Christ, and his

apostles concerning the common people’s reading
and knowing the Scripture .

Deut. xxxi . 12 .

“ Gather the people together,
men

,
and women, and children, and thy stranger

that is with in thy gates, that they may hear, and

that they may learn and fear the Lord your God,
and observe to do all the words of th is law. 1 3 .

And that their children which have not known any

thing, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your
God, as long as ye l ive in the land .

” Josh . v
-i i i .

35. There was not a word of all that Moses com

manded , which Joshua read not
’

before all the con

gregation of Israel , with the women and the l i ttle

ones, and the strangers that were conversant among

them.

” Psa. i . 2 . H is delight i s in the law of the

Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and

night .” Acts vi i i . 28 . Was returning and sitting
in his chariot, read Isaias the prophet .

” JohnV .

’

39 .

“ Search the Scriptures
,
for in them ye think

ye have eternal l ife, and they are they which testify
of me.

” Acts xvi i . 1 1 .

“ A nd these were more
noble than those in Thessaloni ca, in that they re

ceived the word with all readiness of m ind, and
searched the Scriptures daily , whether those th ings
were so .

” Ephes . i i i . 4 . Whereby when ye read

ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery
of Christ.” Col . i i i . 1 6 .

“L et the word of God
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dwel l in you richly in allwi sdom. 1 Thes . v. 27 .

I charge you by the Lord that thi s epistle be
‘

read

unto all the holy brethren.

”
2 Tim. i i i . 1 5 .

“A nd

that from a ch i ld thou hast known the Holy Scrip
tures.” Rev. i . 3 . Blessed i s he that readeth and

they
'

that hear the words of th is prophecy , and keep
those th ings that are written there in.

”

2 . The doctrine of the protestants and reformed
churches concerning the people”s reading and know

ing theScriptures .

Because the original tongues are not known to
all the people of God, who have a right to, and in
terest in, the Scriptures, and are commanded in the
fear ofGod to read and search them,

therefore they

are to b e translated. All sorts of people are bound

to read i t [the
'

word of God] apart by themselves,
and w i th the ir famil ies . It i s lawful for all men

privately at home to read the Holy Scriptures
, and

by instructions to edify one another in the true re

3 . The doctrine of the pap i sts concerning the
people’s having , or reading the Scripture .

“Whereas experience teaches, that if the Bible
b e everywhere without d ifference , permi tted in the

vulgar tongue
,
through men

’s unadvi sedness, more

hurt than good arises thereby , in th is point let the
judgment of the b ishop , or inquisitor be followed ;

Omnibus sacras l iteras privatim legore domi , ot instruendo
aedificare mutuum in vera rel igione liceat . Confos . Helvet .

cap . 22.
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that with the advice of the parish pries t, or confes

sor, they may grant the reading of the Bible, trans

lated by cathol ic authors, in the vulgar language, t o
such as they shal l understand , ca n take no hurt by
such reading , but increase of faith and godl iness.
Which l icense let them have in writing. A nd i f

any presume without such l icense e ither to read or

have i t, unless they first del iver up their Bibles to

the ordinary, they cannot have the pardon of the ir
s ins . A nd the booksellers , that without such l icense,
shall sell , or any way afi

'

ord Bibles in the vulgar
language , shal l fo rfe i t the price of the books, to be
converted by the bishop to pious uses

’

, and be liable
to such other penalties acco rding to the qual ity of

the offence , as the bishop shall
‘

think meet.”

Though it is not agreeable to the doctrine of

Cum experimento
, manifestum sit

,
si Sacra Biblia vulgari

l ingual passimsine discrimine permittantur, plus in‘

de
,
ob homi

num temeritatem
,
detrimenti , quam utilitatis oriri , hac in parte

judicio episcopi , aut inquisitoris stetur
,
ut cum cons i lio parochi ,

vel confessori i , B ibliorum ,
a catholicis auctoribus versorum,

lec

tionem in vulgari lingua e is concedere poss int, quos intellexe
t int, ex hujusmodi lec tione non damnum

,
sed fidei atque pietatis

augmentum capere posse , quam facul tatem in Scriptis hab eant.

Q ui autem absque tal i facultate ea legere , ant habere , prae sump
serint

,
nisi prius Bib liis ordinario redditis

,
peccatorum abso lu

tionem perc ipere non possint. Bib liopolaa vero, qui praadictam
facul tatem non hab enti

,
B iblia idiomate

'

vulgm
'i conscripta ven

diderint
, vel al io quovis modo concesserint

,
librorum pretium

,

in usus pios ab episcopo convertendum
,
amittant

, aliisque paenis

pro de licti qualitate ejusdem episcopi arbitrio subjaceant .

Index .

L ib . prohib . Regul . 4 .
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torical abridgments of the same, in any vulgar lan

guage , has been taken from them ; which inviolab ly

is to be observed .

”

Cardinal Bellarmin,
ale
to the same purpose, teaches,

That the people would get not only no good, but

much hurt from the Scriptures ; for they would

easi ly take occasion of erring , both in doctrines of

faith , and in precepts concerning l ife and manners .

Peresius (quoted by Dr. White, ) saith , Shal l no

bounds be set to popular, rude , and carnal men
?

Shal l old men, before they have put off the filth of

the irmind, and young men that yet speak like chi l

dren, be admitted to read the Scripture ? I suppose

verily, (and my opinion fai ls me not
, ) this ord i

nance under the pretence of piety
,
was invented by

the devil .”

The Rhemi st translators, in their preface , write
in these words : Which translation we do not pub

l i sh upon erroneous opinion of necessity , that the
Holy Scriptures should always b e in our mother
tongue

,
or that they ought, or were ordained of God

to b e read indifierently of all ; or that we generally
and absolutely deemed i t more convenient in itself,
and more agreeable to God ’s word and honour, or

edification of the faith , to have them turned into
vulgar tongues, than to be kept and stud ied only in

Populus non solum non caperet fructum ex Scripturis , sed

etiam caperet detrimentum : acciperet enim fac illimeoccasionem
errandi

,
tum in doctrine fidei

,
tum in pra ceptis vitae et morum .

Bellar. de Verb . Dei . l ib . 2. cap . 15 .
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the ecclesiastical learned language s. The wise will
not regard what some wilful people do mutter, that
the Scriptures are made for all men ; and that it i s
of envy . that the priests do keep the holy book
from them : which suggestion cometh of the same

serpent that seduced our first parents
, who persuaded

them that, God had forbidden them that tree of know

ledge , lest they should be as cunning as h imse lf
, and

l ike unto the H ighest. N o
,
no

,
the church doth i t

to keep them from blind ignorant presumption, and

from that which the Apostle calls knowledge,
falsely so called,

’
and not to bar them from the

true knowledge of Christ. She knoweth how to

do i t without casting the ho ly to dogs, or pearls to
hogs .”

Bravely said ! O the excel lent art of the mother

church , that by keep ing her sons and daughters

ignorant of the word of God (the means of know
ledge), keeps them from bl indne ss and ignorance !

Who ever thought
,
that, to keep people in ignorance ,

was the way to keep them from i t ? What a pretty

conce it i s th is, that they bar the people from know

ing the Scripture , and yet do not bar them from the

knowledge of Christ ? When Christ b ids us search
the Scriptures, for they are they that testify of him.

III . Of Relig ious Worship in a known Tongue.

1 . The doctrine of the Scripture concerning this
point

1 Corinth ians x iv. 2 .

“He that speaketh in an
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unknown tongue,
“

speaketh not to men, but to God ,
for no man understandeth him ; howbeit, in the

spirit, he speaketh mysteries .” Read ver. 3— 8 .

9 . So likew ise ye , except ye utter by the tongue

words easy to be understood, how shal l i t be known
what is spoken ? for ye shall speak unto the air.

”

V . 1 1 .

“ If I know not the meaning of the vo ice, I

shal l b e to him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that

speaketh shal l b e a barbarian unto me .

”
1 4 . For

if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth ,
but my understand ing is unfruitful .” 1 6 . Else
when thou shal t bless w ith the spiri t, how shal l he

that occupieth the room of the unlearned, say Amen
,

at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not

what thou sayest .” 1 8 . I thank my God I speak
w ith tongues more than you all .” 1 9 .

“Yet in the

church I had rather speak five words w i th my
understanding

,
that by my voi ce I might teach

others al so, than ten thousand words in an unknown
tongue .

” Read al so ver. 22— 28 .

2 . The doctrine of the reformed churches, con
cerning rel igious worsh ip in a known tongue .

“ It is a thing plainly repugnant to the word of

God, and the custom of the prim i tive church
, to have

publ ic prayer in the church
, or to m inister sacra

ments
,
in a tongue not understood by the

Because the original tongues are not known to
all the people, who have right unto, and interest in

Church of England, A rtie . 24 .
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the Scriptures , and are commanded in the fear of

God to read and search them ; therefore they are to

be translated into the vulgar language of every na
tion unto which they come, that the word of God

dwell ing plentiful ly in all
, they might worship him

in an acceptable
“ L et all things in the church be done decently

and in order ; finally let all things b e done to edifi

cation ; therefore let all strange tongues keep silence
in the holy assemblies ; let all th ings be uttered in
the vulgar tongue, which is understood of all men

in the company .

”
1
L

Contrary to the express command of the Holy
Ghost, in i t, (the catho l ic church) all things are said

and sung in a language which the people do not un

derstand .

’

i
What hath been already said concerning the use

of a language known to the common people, is to be
understood not only in singing of psalms, but also
of all the parts of the ecclesiastical ministry ; for as

sermons and prayers ought to be in a tongue known

unto the church
, so also should the sacraments be

dispensed in a known language ; for though i t be

A ssemb . Confes .

t Omnia decenter et ordine fiant in ecclesia
,
omnia denique

fiant ad aedificationem
,
taceant ergo omnes peregrinae l inguae in

cmtibus sacris : omnia proponantur lingua vulgari , qum eo in

loco ab hominibns in coetu intelligatur. Confes. Helvet . cap. 22.

I Contra expressnm spiritus sancti prwceptum,
in caomnia di

cnntur et canuntnr l ingua, quam populus non intelligit. Con

fes . A rgentinens . cap. 21 .
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lawful for the sake of the learned sometimes to use

a strange tongue, yet the consent of the universal
church requires [proves this] that the necessary ser
vices of the church should be done in the mother
tongue .

”ale

Our [mini sters] use all diligent endeavours that

they may teach in the church and preach the word

of the gospel , without mixture of human traditions ;
wherefore they read the very gospel s and other
Scr iptures in the churches in the vulgar tongue,
and afterwards interpret them to the people .

”t

3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning publ ic
rel igious worship in a known tongue .

Although the mass contains mu ch instruction of

the people , yet the fathers thought i t not expedient
that i t should b e every where celebrated in the vul

gar tongue .

”
i

Quod j am dictum est de usu lingum vulgo notae
,
intelli

gendum est non tantum de cantu psalmorum
,
sed etiam de om

nibus partibus ecclesiastic i mm isterii. Sicut enim conciones

e t precationes lingua ecclesiae nota hab endm suil t
,
ita e t sacra

menta noto sermone dispensanda sunt . Ets i enim liceb it aliquo

ties peregrine l ingua propter studiosos uti
,
tumen consensus

catholic ze ecclesiae hoe exigit , ut necessaria ministeria ec

olesia fi ant sermone vernaculo . Confes . Wittemb . de horis
Canon .

t Nostri omnem operam h avant
,
ut verbum evangelii , imper

mixtum humanis traditionibus in eccles ia doceant ac praedi

cent ; proinde ipsa evangelia , nec non al ias Scripturas, l ingua
vulgari in templis legunt ac ita demum popule interpretantur.

Goufes . Bohemia. arti c . 10.

t Etsi missa magnarn. contineat populi fidelis eruditionem

non tamem expedire visum est patribus , ut vulgari passim lin

gua celeb raretur. Concil. Trident. Ses. 22.
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Experience teaching us, we have learned , what

has been the fruit of th is , that divine service i s per
formed in many places, translated into the mother
tongue . So far from piety being increased , it i s

much diminished thereby .

”

The Rhemi st divines on 1 Cor. 14
,
say

“We

do not doubt but i t i s acceptable to God, and avai l
able in all necessities, and more agreeable to the use
of all Christian people ever since the ir conversion

,

to pray in Latin, than ln the vulgar, though every

one in particular understands not what he saith : so

i t is plain that such pray with as great consolation

of Spirit, with as l ittle tediousness , with as great

devotion and affection, and sometimes more than

the other
, [such of their own church as learn their

paternoster in their vulgar tongue ,] and always

more. than any sch ismati c or heretic [protestant]
in h is own language . There i s a reverence and

majesty in the church’s tongue ded icated in our

Saviour’s cross , which giveth more force and value

to them [prayers] said in the church ’s obed ience
,

than to others . The special use of them [prayers]
is to offer our hearts ’ desires and wants to God, and

to Show that we hang on him in all things, and th is

every cathol i c doth for his condition, whether he

Experientifi magistra didicimus quid fructus ea res attule

rit
,
quod in plerisque locis offi cia divina , in lingnam vernacu

lam ad verbum translata decantentnr. Tantnm ahost , nt ac

cesserit ad pie tatem al iquid plus
,
ut e tiam diminntnm esse

videatur, Hosius dc Sacro vernaculc logendo .
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understand the words of his prayer or

‘

not. It i s

enough that they can tel l this holy orison to b e ap

po inted to us, to cal l Upon God in all our desires ;
more than th is i s not necessary ; and the translation

of such holy things often breedeth manifold danger

and irreverence in the vulgar (as to th ink God i s

the author of sin, when they read, Lead us not into

temptation) and seldom any edification at all. To

conclude, for pray ing e ither publicly or privately

in Latin, which is the common sacred tongue of the

greatest part of the Christian world
,
this is thought

by the w i sest and godl iest to be most expedient,
and is certainly seen to be nothing repugnant to St .
Paul .”

Reader , View over again 1 Cor. 1 4
, and wonder

at th is popish insolence
,
to say, this is noth ing re

pugnant to St . Paul .
”

IV . Of the flut/zorz
'

ty of the Scr ip ture.

1 . The doctrine of the apostles concerning the
authority of the Scripture, that it does not depend
upon the testimony ofmen.

2 Pet. i . 1 9 .

“We have also a more sure word
of prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place .

”

2 1 . Holy men of God Spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost 2 Tim. iii. 1 6 . All Scrip

ture is given by inspiration of God.

”
_1 John V .

9 .

“ If we rece ive the witness of men, the witness

of God i s greater.” 1 Thes. i i . 1 3 . Ye rece ived
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”

We acknowledge these books to b e canonical ,
that is, we rece ive them as the rule of our fai th ,
and that not only from the common consent of the

church
,
but much rather from the testimony and ia

ward persuasion of the Holy
As we bel ieve and confess that the word of God

suffi ciently instructs
,
and makes the man of God

perfect ; so we affirm and freely profess, that its au
thori ty is from God

,
and does not depend upon men

or angels . We therefore assert
,
that they who say

the Scripture has no other authority but what i t re

ceives from the church
, are blasphemers against

God
,

and wrong the true church
,
wh ich always

b ears and obeys the vo ice of her bridegroom and

pastor, but never challenges to herself a power to be
the mistress over

ess e verbum D ei : et authoritatem sufii cientem ex semetipsis ,

non ex kominibus habere . Nam dens ipse loquutus est patri
b us

, prOphetis e t apostolis , et loquitur adhnc nobis per Scrip
turas sanctas . Confess. Helvet. cap . I .

Hos libros agnoscimus esse canonicos , id est
,
ut fidei nos

trm normam e t regulam hab emus ; idque non tantum ex com

muni ecclesie consensu , sed etiam mul to magi s ex te stimonio
,

e t intrinseca sp iritns sancti persuas ione . Confess . Gallic . art. 4 .

i Sicut credimus et confi temur Scripturas Dei sufficienter in

struere
,
et hominem D ei perfectum reddere

,
ita ejus authorita

tem aD eo esse
,
et nec ab homine vel angelo pendere affirmamus

et profi temur. A sserimns itaque quod qui di ennt Scripturam

non aliam habere authoritatem
,
se d earn quam ab ecclesia, ao

cepit
, snnt in Deum b lasphemi , et veraaecclesi ze injuriam faciant ,

quaa semper audit , et voc i sponsi et pastoris sni obseqnitnr , nnn

quam autem magistram agere sibi arrogat. _ Confess. Scotican.

art. 19.
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Forasmuch as the Holy Scriptures were given
and inspired by God h imself, for this cause eSpeci

ally, that they might b e understood of all
,
they are

read in our churches in the vulgar tongue.

3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning the au

thority of the Scripture .

Card inal Hosius
, president in the council ofTrent,

says To ask
,
whether more credi t should be gi

to the Scripture or the church ? IS to ask, whether

more credit should b e given to the Holy Ghost,
Speaking b y the mouth of the church , or to the

Holy Ghost Speaking in the Scripture by the w rit
ings of the prophets and apostles . The church is

to b e bel ieved without the authority of the Scrip

tures . If authority b e not granted to the testimony

of the church , the writings of the evangelists would

b e of no authority .

’’t

Hermanus Speaks most contemptuously of the

Holy Scriptures inspired by the glorious God, say

ing, When the authority of the church leaves the

Scriptures, they then are of no more account than

JEsop
’
s Fables .

Pighius treads in the steps of the rest, concluding ,

Quod a Deo ipso
,
saerae Scriptures traditze et inspiratao ,

hancque ob causam potissimnm ,
ut ab omnibus intelligantur, eas

ccclesiis nostris , l ingua vulgari , [nostri omnes] legunt ot reci
tant. Confess. Bohemio. art. 1 .

i Creditum est ecclesife sine omni Scripturarnm prws id io .

Testimonio ecclesiae S i non sua tribue tur autoritas , nul la crit
eorum , qua; scripta sunt ab evangelistis , autoritas . l losius Con

fess. Fid. Cath. cap . 15 .
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That all the authority which the Scripture has

with us, depends of necessity on the

A nd so does Canus, assert ing, That we are not

bound to take the Scriptures for Scripture without

the authority of the church .

”i A nd so do many

more , whose sayings we have not room to insert .

V . Of the Judg e of Controvers ies and Exp ound

ing Scrip tures .

1 . The doctrine of Christ and his apostles con
cerning the judge of controvers ies and expounding
Scriptures
M at. xxn . 2 9

,
3 1

,
32 .

“ Jesus answered and sai d
unto them (in the controversy about the resurrec

tion) ye do err
,
not know ing the Scriptures

,
nor the

power of God . But as touch ing the resurrection

of the dead, have ye not READ that which w as

spoken unto you by God , saying , I am the God of

Abraham
,

”
81 0 . Acts xvi i i . 28 . For he m i ghti ly

conv inced the Jew s
,
and that publicly

,
showing by

the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.” Acts
xvi i . 2 , 3 . A nd Paul

,
as his manner was

,
went in

unto them , and three sabbath days reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures

,
opening and alleging that

Christ must needs have suffered
, and risen again

from the dead
,
and that th is Jesu s whom I preach

Pigh . de Hierar . L ib . 1 . cap . 2.

t Melch . Canus . L oc . Com. lib . 2. cap . 8.



THE NOVELTY or POPERY . 7

unto you i s the Christ.
” See Acts xxvi . 22 , and

xi i i . 3 3 .

The apostle teaches that the Scripture must not
be expounded accord ing to any private interpreta
tion, 1 Pet. i . 20 ; and such is any exposition that i s
not accord ing to the analogy of fai th

,
which must

be carefully heeded in Scripture interpretation
, ac

cord ing to the apostle ’s doctrine
,
Rom. xi i . 6 .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants and reformed

churches concerning the judge of controversies and
expound ing Scripture .

The Supreme Judge by which all controversies

of rel igion are to b e determined, and all decrees of
councils , Opinions of ancient writers , doctrines of

men and private Spirits are to be exam ined , and in
whose sentence we are to rest, can b e no other but

the Holy Spirit Speaking in the Scripture .

“We hold no other judge in matters of fai th than

God himself, declaring by the Holy Scriptures what

is true , and what is false ; what ought to be em

braced , and what to b e avoided .

”
1
L

“The infall ible rule of interpretation of Scrip

ture i s the Scripture i tself, and therefore when there

i s a question about the true and
“ full sense of any .

Scripture
,
it must be searched and known by other

places of Scripture that Speak more clearly .

”
1

'

“We acknowledge that interpretation of Scrip

A ssemb . Confess .

t Confess . Helvet . cap . 2 .

I A ssemb . Confess .
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ture only to be orthodox and genuine, which is

fetched from the Scriptures themselves.

”9K So other

churches in
i

'their confessmnsi

3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning the
judge of controversies and expounding Scripture.

The council of Trent decreed , That none should

interpret the Holy Scripture contrary to the mean

ing which the holy mother-church (to , whom i t be

longs to ' judge of the true sense and interpretation

of Scripture) has held and does hold .1
“Forasmuch as the holy church of Rome i s set:
up to the whole world for a glass or example

,
what;

soevershe determ ines or ordains, ought by all per

petually and invincib ly to be observed.’ So their
canon law.

Others of them to the same purpose : A ll power

to interpret Scripture , and reveal the hidden myste
ries of our re l igion, i s given from heaven to the

popes and the ir councils . We are bound to stand to
the judgment of the pope , rather than to the judg
ment of all the world besides.”

We do constantly avouch all the popes that are
rightly elected to b e Christ’s vicars ; and to have

Confess . Scotican. art. de notis Ecclesife .

t Confess . Helvet . cap . 2. Confess . Wittemberg . de Sacra
Scriptura , et dexEcclesia .

i Nemo Sacras Scripturas cont ra. eum sensum
,
quem tenuit

,

et tenet sancta mater eccles1a , cuj us est judicare de vero sensu

et interpretatione Scripturarum sar1ctarum-a-ir1terpretari audeat.

Conc il . Trid . Ses . 4 .

Corpus jur. Can. Dist. 19 . c . enimvero .
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the highest power in the cathol i c church , and that
we are bound to obey him in all things pertaining
to fai th and rel igion. All cathol i c men must neces
sarily submit their judgment and Opinions, e ither in

expounding the Scripture , or otherwise , to the cen

sure of the apostol i c seat ; and God has bound his
church to hear the ch ief pastor in all po ints .” [Thus
A ndradius, A lvarus Pelagius, Simancha.]
B ellarmin sticks so close to the judgment of

‘

the

pope , that he might as wel l say , That if the pope
say that black i s white , or white black, that dark
ness i s l ight

, or that light is darkne ss, we must be
l ieve i t, because his infall ible hol iness says it, as say
what he does in these words ; If the pope should
err in commanding vices and forbidding v irtues, the
church would be bound to believe, that vices are

good , and virtues evil , unless she would sin against

conscience .

”

Is not this a notable saying, Spoken l ike a cardi
nal ?

Stapleton, advancing the judgment of the church ,
Speaks resolvedly ; “ I have said, and do say , that

Scripture , in i tself, is not so much the rule of faith ,
as the fai th of the church is the rule of Scripture .

”
1
L

A nd Gregory of Valence puts in his saying for

To prove the pope cannot err
,
he uses this argument . Si

autem papa erraret praec ipiendo vitia , prohib endo virtutes , té

neretur ecclesia credere vitia esse bona
,
e t virtutes malas , nisi

vel let contra conscientiam peccare .
—Be ll . de Pont . l ib . 4 . cap . 5 .

l Staplet . do A utorit . Scrip . l ib . 2 . cap . 11 .
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the pope’s judgment. In the Roman bishop resides

that full authority Of the church , when he pleases to

determine matters of faith
,
whether he does it with

a council , or
Yea, the canon law sets him up

‘

for such an un

controllable j udge, “ that if the pOpe, ‘

by his negl i

gence or remi ssness in his work , be found unpro

fitab le to himself or others ; or i f he should draw
with him innumerable souls by heaps or troops to

hell , yet might no mortal man b e SO bold or pre

sumptuous as to reprove him
,
because he i s the

judge of all
,
to be judged by tnone.

”i

VI . Of the Head of the Universa l Church.

1 . The doctrine of Christ and his apostles , con
cerning the head of the universal church .

Matt. xxi i i . 8 .

“But be not ye called rabbi , for
one is your master, even Christ

,
and all ye are

brethren.

” Ephesians i . 22 , 2 3 .

“A nd hath put all

things under h is feet, and gave him to be the head
over all t hings to the church

,
which is h is body , the

fulness of him that filleth all in all.
” Ephes . v. 23 .

“ Christ is the head of the church , and he is the

saviour of the body .

” Col; i . 1 8 . A nd he (Christ)
is the head Of the body

,
the church l

‘

Cor. xii . 28 .

“A nd God hath set some in the church
,
first apos

tles, secondari ly prophets, th irdly teachers,
” &c.

Gregor. de Valent A nalys . fidei
,
l ib . 8 . c . 1 .

i Corpus Juris Can. Distinct. 40 . Si Papa
,
& c .
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Lord Jesus Christ, nor can the pope ofRome, in any

sense , be head thereof.
~

All true pastors, in what
place soever they are placed , have the same and equal

authority among themselves, given to them under
Jesus Christ, the only head , and the ch ief, and alone

universal bishop . A nd therefore, i t i s not lawful

for any church to challenge to itself, dominion or

sovere ignty over any other church . The bishop of

Rome has no more j urisd iction over the church of

God than the rest of the patriarchs
,
e ither of Alex

andria or Antioch haVe .

”

To th is doctrinef
£6 subscribe the churches Of ,Hel

vetia, Scotland , Belgia, Wittemberg, Bohemia, &c.

3 . The doctrine of the papists
,
concerning the

head of the church .

The canon ' law makes the church of Rome

higher than ‘

all others by the head , affi rming the
church of Rome to be the head and prince of all

nations ; the mother of faith ; that it had this head
ship not from the apostles, but from the Lord him
self, and has the em inency of power over the uni-t

versal church , and the whole flock of Christian
people ; the hinge and head of all churches ; as the

door turns upon the hinges, SO all churches by God
’
8

appointment, are governed by the authority Of th is
holy seat ; the first of all other seats

,
without Spot

or blemi sh , or any such thing. The mi stress of all

Confess . Helvet . cap . 17 . Confess . Scoticana art. 16. de Ec

olesia . Confessio Belgic . art . 29. Confess . Wittemb . de summo

Pont1fice . Confess . Bohemio. art. 8.
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other churches, a glass and Spectacle to all men
,

to be followed in all th ings which she appoints ;
agalnst which church of Rome, whosoever speaks

any evil , or endeavours to take away her privilege,
is forthwith a heretic ; and whoso Shall refuse obe

dience to the apostol i c seat, i s an idolater, a witch ,
and pagan.

” ie

Reader, these are high and swell ing words .
The Roman Catechism1

L propounds the question
,

What are we to think Of the b ishop Of Rome ?”

and answers, “the account and unanimous Opinion of

all the fathers , concerning him was, that this Vi s ible
head was necessary to the constituting and preserv

ing Of the unity Of the church .

”

B ellarmin lays down th is assertion : “The pope
is immed iately appo inted by Christ

,
the pastor and

head , not only of all particular churches, but also of

the whole universal church taken together.”1

VII . Of Inflz llz
’

bi lity .

l . The doctrine of the apostles , concerning the
fall ib il ity Of churches and pastors .

1 Cor. xii i . 12 . For now we see through a glass
darkly. Now I know but in part.” Gal i i . 1 1 .

Corpus Juris Can . D ecret . part 2 . q . 7 . cap . Beati . distinct.
22. c . Romana ecclesia caaterarum primatum habet . e t glos . dis

tinct. 22 . c . Non. e t glos Sacrosancta . d istin . 21 . c . quamvis .

ibid . c . denique ; distinc t. 19 . c . enimvero . d istin . 22. c . omnes .

distin. 81 . P . Greg . 7 . 0 . S i qui .
t Catechis. Trident in Expos . Symb . A post .

l Bellarm. de Concil . A utorit . l ib . 2. cap. 15 .
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“But when I came to Antioch I withstood him

(Peter, the pope
’s pretended

he was to be blamed ,
”
(and yet h is successor must

not be blamed , though through his negligence he

should draw many to hell , as before i s shown.)
V er. 12 . For before that certain came from James,
he (Peter) did eat with the Gentiles ; but when they
were come , he withdrew, and separated himself, fear

ing themwhich were of the c i rcumcision.

” V. 14 .

“But when I saw that they walked not Uprightly

according to the truth of the gospel , I said unto
Peter before them all

,

”
810 . L et the reader Oh

Serve that the successor so called, claims a greater

privilege than h is supposed predecessor. had, f or
Peter erred, but the pope ( forsooth) cannot . Rom.

xi. 18 turn
"

to i t. V er. 22 .

“Behold there
for the goodness and severity of God ; on them (the
church of the Jews) which fell severity ; but to
wards thee (the gentile and church of Rome amongst
them) goodness , if thou continue in his goodness ;

(as shehath not) otherwise thou shal t b e cut

(Where then i s her infall ib il ity ?) Rev
’

el . xvi i i . 2 .

Babylon the great i s fal len, is fallen, and is become
the habitation of devils , and the hold of every foul
spirit

, (and yet boasts she is w ithout Spot) and a

cage of every unclean and hurtful b ird ;
”
(and yet

i s the holy mother church . ) Read also in the second

and third chapters of the Revelation, what i s said of
the seven churches ; and then look for good proof

that infal libi lity is Settled by Christ upon
‘

the church
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of Rome , above all other churches, before you be

l ieve any such pr1V 1lege to b e granted to i t.

2 . The doctrine of the protestants and reformed
churches concerning the fall ibil i ty of churches.

A S the churches of Jerusalem,
Alexandria, and

Antioch have erred ; so also the church of Rome
hath erred ; not only in the ir l iving and manner of
ceremonies , but also in matters of fai th at When

general councils are /

gathered together (forasmuch

as they are an assembly of men
,
whereof all are not

governed with the Spirit and word of God) they

may err, and sometime have erred , even in th ings

pertaining unto God .

’"
r Hereunto agree many other

churches in the ir confessions i
3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning infalli

b ility of the church .

They teach that “ the Vi s ible church whose rec

tor i s the pope of Rome, never has erred , never can
err.

”

B ellarmin affirms, |
“ 1 . That the pope, when he

teaches the whole church , can in no case err in

th ings appertaining to fai th .

” “ 2 . Not only the

pope of Rome, but the particular church of Rome

Church ofEng] . art . 19 .

t A rt. 21 .

i; Confes . Helve t. de Ecclesia . Confes. Saxon. de Eccles .

Confos . Wittemb erg de Conc iliis.

Catechis . Trident . in Expos . Symb . A post . de Eccles. q .

15 . Test . Rhemist. Annot . on 1 Tim . i . 15
,
et Ephes . v. 24 .

Bel l . de Rom . Pontif. l1b . 4 . cap . 3.
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cannot err in fai th .

”
3 . The pope of Rome

cannot err, not only in decrees of faith , but also not

in precepts of manners
,
which are prescribed to the

whole church , and are necessary to salvation, «

or in

those th ings which inthemselves are good or evil .’ i
4 . It is probably and piously to be

the pope not only as pope , cannot err, but as a par

ticular person cannot be a hereti c, by pertinacious
ly believing : any th ing that is fal se, contrary to the
faith .

”
j; (This is a foul mi stake, for several p opes

have been hereti cs in the j udgments of some . of

the ir popes, so that some Of them must needs err ;
e ither some of them in being heretics, or others of

them in saying they were , if they werenot. ) 5 .

Our Opinion is, that the church cannot absolutely

err, ei ther in th ings absolutely nece ssary, or in

other th ings, which she propounds to b e bel ieved

or done by us, whether they b e expressly contamed

in the Scriptures, or 6 . In these two

things, all cathol ics agree ; 1 . That the pope, with
his general council , cannot err in making decrees of
faith , or general precepts - Of manners. 2 . That the
pope alone, or with his particular council determin
ing any thing m a doubtful matter, whether he may

err or not, ought to be obeyed by all the faithful .”

[A goodly agreement

Bel l . de Rom. Pontif. l ib. 4 cap . 4 .

1 Ibid. l ib . 4 . cap . 5 .

1 Ibid . l ib . 4 . cap . 6.

Idem de Eccles. Milit. l ib . 3. cap. 14 .

Idem. de Rom . Pont. l ib . 4 . cap. 2.
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Becanus gives the Opinion Of the papists, saying,
1 . That the church i s the judge Of controversies .

2 . That the rule by which the church determines

controversies, or gives i ts definitive sentences , i s

not the Scripture only, but the Scripture and tradi

tion together. 3 . That the church according to the

rule (of Scripture and tradition) pronounces sen

tence either by the pope, the pastor of the church,
or by a counci l approved by the pope

, and both
ways infallib ly .

” aie

P ighius also
,
puts in his judgment, “ That the

pope cannot any way b e a heretic , nor publ icly

teach heresy, though he alone determine any mat

But reader, notwithstanding all this confidence of

infal libil ity whether Of pope
, or councils, or both ,

they are proved to have erred , from the historical

narrat ives Of the ir own writers . B aronius acknow
ledges that pope Honoriusj; was counted a heretic ,
jo ining with the Monothel ites, or those that denied

two w ills in Christ ; and so do the ir ownGeneb rard,§
and the Rhemists , though some of them go one

way, and some another to save the infall ibil ity ,
‘

yet

in vain ; for he was condemned by”a general

Cathol ic i tria docent
,
& c . Becan. Manual . l ib: 1 . cap. 5.

t Pigh . l ib . 4 . H ier. Eccl . cap . 8 .

t Spondan . Epitom . Baro . par. 2. p . 96.

Geneb r . Chron . l ib . 3 . pag . 484 .

Conc il . ConstantinOplO , 6 Act. 13. Sur. Tom. 2. p . 992 .

Caranz . Sum. Conc il . p . 591
,
610

, 612.
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council , and anathemati z ed, w ith six mo re holding
the same heresy , and th is when the legates of pope

Agatho were present ; whose epistles to Sergius,
&c. were produced and read in the council

,
and

j udged hereti cal , destructive to men
’s soul s and con

demned to b e presently burnt, and SO they were .

The1r own B aronius al so gives an account of the
barbarous ac tings of pope Stephen

*e
the Seventh ,

(cal led the S ixth ) towards the dead body ofFormosus,
his predecessor ; for taking it out of the sepul chre,
he set i t clothed in its pontificals in the pontifical seat,
and after he had derided it, took o tf its vestments,
and cut off three fingers, and cast i t into the river

Tiber ; and all whom Formosus had ordained
,
he de

graded and ordained them again.

“This pope (says

the author), gathering a synod , approved his inhu

man act, which was condemned again by pope John

IX .
, as he had made vo id the decrees of Formosus.”

A nd thus they can decree, and others rescind and “

decree the contrary , and act worse than heathens,
and yet not err any of them ,

in fai th or manners ,
which to any man

’
s reason seems very strange .

Besides, M arcellinusi was an idolater ; L iberiusj;

Ita furore percitus homo non quod jure liceret
,
sed quod

exaestuans rabies suaderet
,
implens . Spondan. Epitom. Baron.

par. 2. p . 247 .

t Ipse Marcell inus ad sacrificium ductus est
,
ut sacrificaret

,

quod et fecit . Caranz . Concil. p . 72.

i L ib erium taedio victum exilii
,
in haereticam pravitatem sub

scripsisse , asserit H ieronimus : testantur id ipsum al i i quoque
antiqui Scriptores ; ac denique ipse L iberius scriptis literis ad,
&:c. Spondan . E itom. Baron. in A nn. 357 .
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the host (which they say is the body Of Christ, ) for

an answer against the emperor, because i t would
not Speak , he threw it _into

, the fire and burnt it.

For many wickednesses he was deposed and ban

i shod. Pope L eo X. pleased with the great sums

ofmoney which he had, got by indulgences , said to

cardinalB embas, see what abundance ofweal th we

have gotten by th is fable of Christianity .

” A nd

when he , lay upon his death -b ed, the same cardi

nal r ehearsing a text of Scripture to him
,
he re

plied , away with these fables concerning Chri st.”

BOpe N icolas I . forbade marriage to the clergy ;
saying , i t was more honest to have to do with

many: women privately, than openly to take one

wife . John XXIV . was accused before the coun
cil of. Constance for heresy , S imony

,
murder

,

poisonings, adulteries
,
and sodomy ; which being

made good against
‘

him
, he was deposed and im

prisoned . Pope Eugenius IV .

* was deposed by
the general counci l at Basil , for be ing a simonist ,
and gu ilty of perjury , being a schi smati c , and -an oh

stinate heretic . It would make a large book to

give an t account of the fail ings of popes in matters
bo th Of l ife and faith ; but I have but l i ttle room al

lowed . Take two general expressions of the ir own

imp. Beno cardinalis, qui e t plura de 11 0 0 et aliis Romanis pon
ttifi miranda xnarrat

, quae nul lus historicorum neque Platina
, nec

quisquaml aliuSsprOdidit. V ide ( I llyric . Catal. pag. 221
,

Laurent. Smi. Concil. tom. 4. pag. 104 .
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authors and then judge .

“What thenwas the face
of the holy Roman church ? How exceeding filthy

,

when the most potent, and yet the most sordid
strumpets ruled at Rome ? and their lovers thrust
in Peter’s chair Another fixed enough to the
popish rel igion

,
acknowledged that in th is one thing

that age was unhappy
,
that for near one hundred

and fifty years about. fifty popes wholly fell away
from the virtue of thei r ancestors, being rather
apotactical [i rregular] and apostatical than apos
tolical.T

A nd as the church ( if thereby understood the

pope) has failed, so also i f taken for general coun
c ils has al so fai led

,
as i s plain by this infall ible ar

gument
,
in that several general counc ils ratified by

popes have decreed th ings contradictory, and that
in matters Of faith ; and some of them must neces
sarily err, except contradictions can be reconciled,

V ide . L uitprand . l ib . 2. c . 13. e t Baron. Annal . ad an. 912.

ve l Spondan . Ex quibus videas foedissimam hujus temporis

ecclesiae Romanze faciem
,
ad an. 912.

t Geneb rar. in seculum decimum . Infe lix dic itur hoc secu
lum

, exhaustum hominibus ingenio et doctrina claris
,
sive etiam

claris principibus e t pontificibus , in quo nihi l fere d ignum memo

ria posteritatis gestum sit . Hoc ipso infelic issimum ,
quod eccle

sia esset
,
sine ullo bono fere pontifice . Hoc vero uno infe lix

,

quod per anuos fere 150
, pontifices circiter 50 , a Johanne scil i

cet 8
, qui N icolao , e t Adriano 2 , sanctis successit , ad L eonem 9 ,

usque avirtute majorum prorsus defecerint , apo
i

tac tic i
,
apostati

civepotius quam apostohc i , e tanto pontificum numero
, quinque

modo
,
ct satis tenu1ter

,
laudantur

,
& c . Geneb rard. Chrono l .

lib . 4 . pag . 552
,
553 .
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and both parts be true, which is impossible . For

example, the general councils of Constance and of

Basil have fully asserted that a general counci l i s

above the pope, who i s to b e judged by them,
and

by them may b e deposed ; in these words, N ot one

of the skilful ever doubted but that the pope was

subject to the judgment of a general council , in

th ings that concern faith ; and that he cannot w ith

out their consent dissolve or remove a general coun
ci l ; yea and that th is is an arti cle of faith , which
without destruction of salvation cannot be denied ,
and that the council i s above the pope, de tide , and
that it cannot be removed without the ir own con

sent, and that he i s a heretic that i s against these
th ings.

” Thus the counci l of Basi l owned by pope
Eugenius, and the counci l of Constance

* confirmed

Primo definitur quod general is synodus in Spiritu Sancto

legitime congregata , generale concilium faciens , ecclesiammi li
tantem repraesentans , potestatem aChristo immediatehabet , cui
quilib et cujuscunque status

,
etiam si papalis existat

,
ob edire te

netur in his quae pertinent ad fidem et ad extirp ationem sch is
matum

,
et ad generalem reformationem ecclesiae in capite e t in

membris . Secundo,
’

declarat quod
, qui cunque cujuscunque dig

nitatis
,
et etiam si papalis existat

, qui mandatis aut pra ceptis

hujus sancta synodi , et cusjuscunque alterius conc ilii generalis
ob edire contumaciter c ontempserit , nisi resipuerit, condignm

poenitentiae subj ic iatnr et debite puniatur. Tert io
,
declarat quod

ipsum generale concil ium pro praemiss is , caque concernentibus

congregatum sine ipsius consensu , pernullnm, quavis autoritate ,
etiam -S i papali dignitate pra fulgeat , dissolvi , transferri , aut ad

a l iud tempus proroga t i potest.
‘

Haac tria sunt veritates fidei
c atholica

, quibus pertinaciter repugnans est censendus heareth
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by pope Martin V . being personal ly present in i t .
A nd yet another general council * at the Lateran
under Jul ius II . and L eo X .

, expressly decree on the

contrary
,
that the pope i s above a general council ;

till these two can both b e true, the pope is above a

general council
,
and the pope is not above a -general

council
,
the infall ibili ty of their church (and that

even in a fundamental point thereof) i s laid in the

.dust

VIII . Of the Ca tholic Church.

1 . The doctrine Of the apostles concerning the
cathol i c or universal church .

1 Cor. i . 2 .

“Unto the church of God which is

at Corinth , with all that in every place call upon the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both the irs and

ours 1 Cor. xii . 1 3 .

“For by one Spirit, we are

all baptiz ed into one body
,
whether we b e Jews or

gentiles , whether we b e bond or free , and have b een

all made to drink into one Spirit.” Rev. vii. 9 . A f

ter th is I beheld, and lo , a great multitude , which no

man could number, of all nations and kindreds, and

people , and tongues, stood before the throne , and

Cum etiam solum Romanum pontificem, pro tempore exist
cutem ,

tanquam authoritatem super omnia concilia hab entem ,

c onciliorum indicendorum ,
transferendorum ac dissolvendorum

plenum jus e t potestatem habere , ex conciliorum confessions

manifeste constet. Laurent. Surins , Concil. tom . 4 . pag . 683.

There was b ut one in all the council , but gave his placet here
unto , that would not recede from the determination of the

council of Basil. Ibid. pag. 684 .

E 2
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.

before the Lamb .

” See also Ephes. i . 1 0 , 22 . Acts

i i . 39 . Ephes . i i . 1 9 . and i i i . 1 5 . Acts 11. 4 7. Matt.

xxv i i i . 1 9 . Mark xvi. 15. A cts i i . 2 1 . Rom. i . 1 6 .

Gal. i i i . 28 . Acts xi ii . 39 . Rom. x . 4 . Luke XML 281

Acts x . 35 .

Reader, Observe that these Scriptures Speak of

the church , under Christ her head , making no men
tion of acknowledging, or be ing jo ined to,

‘

any mor

tal man, as her visible head ; in which church , not

l imited or confined to the church of Rome
, there is

salvation.

2 . The doctrine of the protestants concermng the

cathol i c or universal church .

The cathol ic or universal church , which i s invi
sible , consists of the whole number Of

‘

the elect that
have been, are , or shal l be gathered into one , under
Christ the head thereof, and is the Spouse , the body,
the fulness of him that filleth all in all .”

“The visible church , which is also cathol i c or

universal , under the gospel , (not confined to one

nation, as before under the law ) consi sts of. all those
throughout the world

,

'

that profess the true rel igion,
together Wi th their children, and i s the kingdom Of

the Lord Jesus, the house and fami ly of God
, out

of which there is no ordinary possibili ty of sal

This i s the confession also Of the churches ofHel

vetia, Bohemia, B elgia, Wittemberg, 810 .

9ie

Conf. Gal l . art . 27
,
28 : Conf. Helvet . 2 . cap . 17 Bohem.

c . 8 : Belg . art. 27 : Wittemb . art. 32.
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3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning the
cathol i c or universal church .

The Trent catech ism* makes that to b e the only
church , which is under the pope, excluding all

others that submi t not to him as the vicar of Christ ;
the Lateran council made it necessary to salvation,
to b e subject to the pope of Rome : Pope P ius II .
approved th is doctrine : I came to the fountam of

truth , which the holy doctors , w ith one Voi ce , say ,
that he cannot b e saved that holds not the unity of

the holy church of Rome ; and that all those virtues
are maimed to him that refuses to obey the pope of

Rome, though hel ie in sackcloth and ashes, and fast

and pray both day and night
,
and seem - in other

things to fulfil the law of God. -We learned that

the one cathol ic and apostol ical church (of Rome)
is the mother of all the fai thful , out of which there

i s no salvation.

”
1
L

But reader , do you th ink that God will damn any

holy
,
humble and believing persons

,
because they

are not subject to the pope? Has God any where

Catechis . Rom . in Symb . page 139 , 14 1 .

1 A d fontem veri perveni . -Quem sancti doctores
,
quorum una

vox est
,
salvari non posse , qui sanctae

'

Romanae ecclesiae non
tenet unitatem ; omnesque i llas virtutes mancas esse ci

, qui

summo pontific i Ob edire recuSat ; quamvis in sacco et cinere
jacens

,
dies e t noctes jejune t, et oret , et in caeteris videatur le

gem implet e ,—didicimus unam ecclesiam catholicam et aposto
licam esse matt em omnium fidelium

,
extra quam non invenitur

salus.
-P ius II . Bul . Retractationum apud Laurent . Surium

,

Concil. tom . 4
, pag . 506 .
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NZ.

made such subjection to him a condition of salva
tion?

[

L et them Show it i f they can. Or are there

no such persons in the world that are holy and b e

lieving , and
’
yet do not submi t

‘

to the pOpe
? There

are many thousands that know themselves b etter
than his infall ible hol iness can know them, who
know that to be a fals ehood .

N or does Bellarmin vary from t hem in his defi a

nition of the church ' That i t i s a comp any ofmen

kni t together in the profession Of the same Christian

fai th , and communion of the same sacraments, um

der the government Of lawful pastors , especial ly Of

the bishop of Rome
,
Christ’s vicar upon earth .

From whence i t might be e asily gathered , who be
long

‘

to the church
,
and who do not. There are

three parts Of this \ definitio n oft he church . 1 . Pra

fession Of the true faith . 2 . Communion Of the
sacraments. 3 . Subjection to the pope of Rome,
the lawful pastor. By the first, all infidels, Turks,
pagans , hereti cs and apostates are excluded from the

church . By the second , catechumens and excom

municated persons are excluded: By the
‘

third, all

sch ismatics that havethe word and sacraments
,
but

do not submit to the lawful pastor (the ,

pope) ; but
al l others though they b e reprobates

, wi cked and

ungodly
,
are included in the church .

” ie

Mark th is, good reader, whether th is sounds l ike
the apostle ’s doctrine before laid down. Ifmen be

Bel lar . de Eccles . M i lit. l ib . 3 . cap . 2.
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Being justified freely by his grace , through the re
demption that is in Christ Jesus .” See V er. 25

,
28 °

and Tit. i i i . 5 , 7 ; Rom . V ; 17 , 18 , 1 9 ; Gal . i i . 1 6 ;
Phil . i i i . 9 ; Acts xii i . Ephes . i i . 8

,
9 .

2 . The doctrine Ofthe protestants conce rning j us
tifi cation.

“We are accounted righteous before God
, only for

the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by
fai th

,
and not for our own works and deservings .

“Those whom God effectually calleth
,
he al so

freely justifieth ; not by infus ing righteousness into
them

,
but by pardoning the ir sins

,
and by accounta

ing and accepting the ir persons as righteous ;
‘

not

for any thing wrought in them, or done by them,

but for Christ’s sake alone. Imputing the Ob e

dience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they
rece iving and resting on him,

and his righteousness

by fai th, which faith they have, not Of themselves,
it i s ”

the gift o f God .

To th is doctrine consent the reformed churche s
in Helvetia, Bohemia, France, B elgia, &c.

*

3 . The d oc trine of the papists concerning justi

fication.

“ Justification i s not only the forgiveness of Sin,

but a lso the sanctification and renovation of the in

ward man by a Voluntary susception of grace and

Goufes . Helvet . 1 . 4 . 16 . et 2. cap . 15 . Bohemio . cap . 6 . 7.

Gail. art . 12. 22. August. art . 4 . 6 . 26 . Belg. art. 22. 24 . Wittem
berg : art. 5 . Basil art . 8 .
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gifts, whereby a man of unjust i s made just, and Of

an enemy is made a friend , that he might b e an heir
accord ing to the hope of eternal l ife . The only for
mal cause of justification i s the righteousness of God,
not wherewith he himself is righteous

,
but whereby

he makes us. righteous ; namely
,
by which

,
being

given to us by him,
we are renewed in. the Spirit of

our m ind , and not only reputed
,
but are

,
and are

truly called righteous, rece iving righteousness ln

ourselves , every one accord ing to his measure, which
the Holy Spirit imparteth to each

, as he will
,
ac

cord ing to every one
’s own d isposition, and co

Work ing . If any one shall say that a man i s justi

fied by the sole imputation of the righteousness of
Christ, or in the sole remission of Sin

, exclud ing

grace and charity
,
which is shed abroad in the ir

hearts by the Holy Spirit
,
and i s inherent. in him,

or that the grace whereby we are justified is only

the favour of God
,
let him be

Reader, , by this council you may see, how the

papists confound justification and sanctification, and

Justificatio non est sola peccatorum remissio
,
sed et sancti

ficatio et renovatio interioris hominis per voluntariam suscep

tionem gratiae. et donorum
,
& c . unica formalis causa ejus est

justitia De i
,
& c . qua vide licet , ab eo donati , renovamur spiritu

mentis nostrae
,
& c . Si quis dixerit homines justificari vel sola

imputatione justitiae Christi , vel sola peccatorum remissions ,

exclusagratia, et charitate , qua) in cordibus eorum per Sp iritum

Sanctum diffundatur
,
atque i llis inha‘

areat , aut etiam gratiam qua

justificamur , esse tantum favorem D ei
,
anathema s it . Concil.

Trident. Sess. 6.



60 THE NOVELTY OF POPERY .

place i t in our inherent righteousness . Though
these are not separated, that any should be j ustified

who is not sanctified, peni tent, and bel ieving , yet

they are carefully to b e distinguished .

X . Of the M er it of Good Works .

1 . The doctrine of prophets, Christ, and his

apostles .
Isaiah lxiv . 6 . All our righteousnesses are as

fi lthy rags.

” Job xxi i . 2 , 3 . Can a man b e profit

ab le unto God ? IS i t any gain to him that thou

makest thy way perfect ?
” Job xxxv . 7 . If thou

b e righteous
,
what givest' thou unto him ,

or what

rece iveth he of thy hand ?” Luke xvii : 1 0 .

“We

are unprofitable servants, we have done that which
was our - duty to do .

” Romans v ii i . 1 8 .

“For I
reckon that the sufferings of th is present time“

are

not worthy to be comp ared w ith the glory that
Shal l b e revealed in us.

”
A lso Psalm cxxx .

‘

3
,
and

cxli i i . 2 ; Romans iv . 2
,
4
,
5
,
6 ; 1 Corinth ians iv. 7 ;

Ephesians i i . 9 .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants .
We cannot, by our best works , merit pardon of

Sin, or eternal l ife at the hand of God
,
by reason of

the great disproportion that is between them and

the glory to come
,
and the infini te distance that

there is between us and God , whom,
by them, we

can ne i ther profit nor satisfy for the debt Of our for
mer s ins ; but, when we have done all we can, we

have done but our duty, and are unprofitable ser
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vants ; and because, as good , they proceed from his

Spirit, yet as they are wrought by us, they are de

fi led and m ixed with so much weakness and imper

fection, that they cannot endure the severity of

God’s judgment .” To th is doctrine, the reformed

churches subscribe.

3 . The doctrine of the papists .
If any one Shall say , that the good works of a

justified p erson are so the gifts of God , that they
may hot also be the good merits of him that i s jus
tified ; or that he that is justified , does not, by the
good works which he does , by the grace of God and

merit of Christ (of whom he i s a l iving member),
truly merit increase of grace , eternal l ife, and ( if he
depart in a state of grace) , the enjoyment thereof,
and moreover also increase of glory , let him be ac

cursed .

”
t
L

“Men
’s works, proceed ing from grace , deserve

or merit heaven.
— If the joy of heaven be retribu

tion, repayment, hire-wages for works, then works

can be no other but the value, desert, price, worth

and merit of the same—The word reward in Latin

Confess .Wittemb . de bonis Operibus . Bohem . art . 7 . Sax

on. art . 3 . et 8. August . art. 4 . et 20 . Helvet . 2 . c . 16. Belg.

art. 24 . A rgentinens. cap . 10.

1 Si quis dixerit hominis justificati bona opera ita esse dona

Dei
,
ut non sint etiam bona ipsius justificati merita , aut ipsum

justificatum bonis operibus , & c . non vere me teri augmentum

gratiae vitam znternam et ipsius vitae aeternaa, & c . consecutionem,

atque etiam gloriae augmentum,
anathema sit. Concil. Trid.

Sess. 6.
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or Greek is the '

very stipend that the hired work

man or journeyman covenants to have of him whose

work he does, and i s a th ing equally and justly an

swering to the time and weight of his travail s and

works , rather than a free gift,
* &c . It i s most clear

to all not blinded in pride and contention, that good

works are meritorious, and the very cause of sal

vation.

”
1
L

“The heavenly blessedness which the Scripture
cal ls the reward of the just

,
i s not given of God

grati s and freely , but is due to
l

their w orks. Yea,
God has set forth heaven to sale for ourworksj ;“Far
be i t from us that the righteous should look for eter

nal l ife, as a poor man does for his alms, for it i s

much more honour for them as victors and triumph

ers to possess it, as the garland which by the ir la
bour they have deserved . § Although the restoration

of mankind be ascribed to the merits of Christ
, yet

i t i s not for Christ’s merits that our works are re

warded with eternal l ife
‘

; neither does God; when
he

‘ gives the reward , look towards Chri st
’s death ,

but only to the first institutionofmankind , wherein
by the law Of nature i t was appo inted that in the

just judgment
‘

Of God , Obedience
“

should b e re

warded with life, as disobed ience is with

Rheml sts on 1 Cor. i i i . 8.

t Rhem. on Heb . vi . 10 .

i fi
A ndrad. Orth. Exp]. 16.

Dean of Lovan Expli. art. Lovan. Tom 2. art. 9.

ll Bayus de Meri t. Operum,
l ib . 1 . c . 9.
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A supernatural work, proceeding from grace,
within itself

,
and of its own nature, has a proportion

and condigni ty with the reward
,
and a sufficient

Value to b e worth the same. The reward therefore

is not given for Christ’s merit . It must not be de
nied but our merits are true merits , so that the

works of the godly, proceeding from grace, have of

themselves an inward worthiness, and are propor
tionab le to the reward,

”
&c.

The papists in th is point are not all of a mind ,
but many of them swel l with horrible pride, and

th ink they deserve heaven as well as a journeyman

does his wages, and cannot be brought to stoop so

low as to rece ive the highest happiness as the free
gift of God.

XI. Of Works of Sup ereroga tion.

1 . The doctrine of the Scripture.

N ehem. mm. 22 . A nd I commanded the L e

vites that they should cleanse themselves—Remem

ber me
,
O my God

,
concerning th is also

,
and spare

me accord ing to the greatness Of thy mercies .” Luke
xvi i . 10 . Gal. V . 17 .

2 . The doctrine Of the protestants .
Voluntary works, bes ides, over and above God ’s

commandments
,
which they call works Of superero

gation, cannot be taught without arrogance and im

Suarez . Tom. 1 . in Tho. 3. d. 4 1 . sect. 3 . 5 . se. secundo
,
et

Oportet
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piety ; for by them men declare that they not only
render unto God as much as they are bound to do,
but that they do more for his sake, than o f bounden

duty 1S required : whereas Christ Says plainly ,
When ye have done all th ings that are commanded
you, say , We are unprofitable servants .”

Against such works are the reformed churches

also in Helvetia, France, Saxonyf
'e &c .

3 . The doctrine of the papists .
The fastings and satisfactory deeds of one man,

are avai lable to o thers ; yea, and holy saints, and

other virtuous persons may in measure and propor
tion of other men

’s necessities and deservings, allot
to them

,
as wel l the supererogation of their Spiritual

works, as those that abound in worldly goods may

give alms of the ir superfiuities, to them which a re
in necessity .

”i
‘ Again, they expound 1 Cor. ix . 1 6 .

“But now preach ing not only as enjo ined me, but

also as of love and charity , -and freely w ithout put
ting any man to cost, and that voluntarily and of

Very desire to save my hearers, I Shal l have my re

ward Of God, yea, and a reward of supererogation,
which i s given to them who of abundant charity do
more in the service of God than they are com

manded.

But, reader, though a man m ight have more mo

ney than he needs, yet y ou will not find a man that
has more grace than he needs ; and he that cannot

Confess. Helvet. 2. c . 16. August. art. 20. Gal. art. 24 .

Sax. art. 3. 17. Basil . art. 10. Belg. art. 12.

t Rhemists on 2 Cor. 8. 14 .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


66 THE NOVELTY OF POPERY .

not to angel s, saints, or any other creature .

‘ The

acceptable way of worsh ipping the true God, i s in

stituted by himself, and so l imi ted to his own re

vealed will, that he may not be worshipped accord

ing to the imaginations and devices of men, or the

suggestions of Satan, under any visib le representa

tions
, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy

In th is, the reformed churches agree
in their publ ic confessions.

3 . The doctrine of the papists concerning reli

giousw orship given to saints, and their rel i cs , and

to images .
“The holy synod of Trent commands all bishops

and others , that have the offi ce and care of teach ing,
that according to the use ‘

of the cathol i c and apos
tolical church

,
received from the primi tive timesof

the Christian rel i gion, according to the consent of

the holy fathers , and decrees of sacred councils,
[which yet have decreed against i t] , they first of all
dil igently instruct the faithful concerning the inter
cession and invocation of saints, the honour of rel ics,
and the lawful use of images ; teach ing them that
the saints reigning together with Christ

,
Ofi é l‘ their

prayers to God for men
,
and that it IS good'

and pro

fitab le, humbly kneel ing, to cal l upon them ; and to

run to the ir prayers, help, and aid
,
for the benefits

to be Obtained from God
,
through his

'

son Jesus
Christ our Lord , who i s our o nly Redeemer , and

Confess . Helvet. c . Gal l . art . 24 . Belgi c . art . 26. A r?

gent c . 11 . August. art. 21. Saxon. de Invocatione , & c.
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Saviour ;

~

an
'

d that they are of a wicked opinion that
say , that the saints, enj oy ing eternal happiness in
heaven, are not to b e called Upon ; or who afiirm,

‘

either that they do not pray for men, or that to
pray to them ,

that they would pray for us , yea, each

one particularly , i s idolatry , or contrary to the word

of God, or against the honour of Jesus, the one M e

diator of God and men ; or that i t i s a fool ish thing
to make humble request in words, or in our own

minds
, to those that are reigning in heaven. More

over
;
that the sacred bodies of the holy martyrs and

others l iving w i th Christ
,
which were l iving mem

bers of Christ, and the temple of the Holy Ghost
,

which shal l b e raised by him to eternal l ife and be

glorified , are to b e worshipped by bel ievers , by
which God bestows many benefits on men. So that

whosoever shal l say , that veneration and honour i s
not due to the rel ics of the saints , or that these and

other sacred monuments are without profit honour
ed [worsh ipped] by the faithful ; and that for the
gaining of their help , the memory of saints in vain

i s solemnized , are utterly to be condemned, even as

the church has long condemned them
,
and does now

condemn them. Moreover
,
the images of Christ ,

the V irgin M ary , and of other saints
,
are especially

to b e had and kept in churches
,
and due honour and

veneration to be given to

Mandat sancta synodus omnibus episc0 pis , et caateris do

cendi munus curamque sustinentib us , nt juxta catholica} e t

apostolicae ecc lesiaausum,
aprimzevis Christiana religionis tem
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Again : “ It is beyond all doubt , that believers ,
according to the custom always rece ived in the

cathol ic church , should give t o the holy Sacrament,
the worship of Latria (highest worsh ip), which is
due to the true God.

” Concil . Trident. Sess . 1 3 .

cap . 5 .

The popish doctors maintain of images in gene

ral , that they ought to b e worshipped with the same

poribus receptum,
sanctorumque patrum consensionem et sa

crorum conciliorum decreta
,
imprimis de sanctorum interces

s ione , invocatione , reliqui arum honore et legitimo imaginum

usu
,
fideles diligenter instruant , docentes eos

,
sanctos una cum

Christo regnantes , orationes suas pro hominib us D eo ofi
'

erre
,

b onum atque utile esse s impliciter eos invocare et ob b eneficia.

impetranda aDeo per fi lium ejus , See . ad eorum orationes
,
opem,

auxiliumque confugere ; illos vero qui negant sanctos aeterna.

fel ic itate in caalo fruentes
,
invocandos esse , aut qui asserunt ,

vel illos pro kominibus non orare
,
vel corum

,
ut pro nobis etiam

singul is orent
,
invocationem esse idololatriam

,
ve1 pugnare cum

verbo Dei
,
adversarique honori unius M ediatoris De i

,
et homi

num Jesu Christi , ve l stultum esse
,
in ccelo regnantib us voce

,

vel mente supplicare
,
impie sentire : sanctorum quoque mar

tyrum,
et aliorum cum Christo viventium sancta corpora qua

viva membra Christi fuerint
,
e t templum spiritus sancti

,
ab ipso

ad wternam v i tam suscitanda
,
et glorificanda , afidelibus vene

randa esse
, per qua multa b eneficia. aDeo hominib us pragstan

tur ita ut affirmantes sanctorum reliquiis venerationem atque
honorem non deb eri

,
vel eas

,
aliaque sacra monumenta a tide

libus inutiliter honorari
,
atque “

eorum Opis impetranda causa
sanctorum memorias frustra. frequentari , damnandos esse

,
prout

jampridem eos damnavit , et nunc etiam damnat ecclesia. Ima

gines porro Christi , deiparae virg inis et aliorum sanctorum
,
in

templis praesert im hab endas et retinendas
,
eisque debitum hono

rem et venerationem impertiendam. ConciL Trident. Sess . 25.
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adoration as the th ing represented by the image .

So Aquinas . The same reverence i s given to the
image of Christ, as to Christ h imself. Since there
fore Christ i s worshipped with the adoration of

Latria (highest worsh ip due to God), i t fol lows

that h is image ought to b e worsh ipped with adora
tion of Latria (or highest worship due to God).

XIII . Of Transubstantia tion.

l . The doctrine of Christ and his apostles i s
,
that

after consecration in the Lord ’s Supper
,
there i s real

bread and wine.

Matthew xxvi . 2 6, 27 ; Luke xxu . 1 9, 20 ; 1 Cor.

xi . 2 3—28 .

“The Lord Jesus, the same ni ght in
which he was betrayed , took bread ; and when he
had given thanks— he took the cup , saying , This cup
is the N ew Testament inmy blood .

” Mark , reader,
after the blessing i t i s called bread .

“As often as ye

eat th is bread
,
and drink this cup . Whosoever shal l

eat th is bread. Examine—and eat of that bread .

”

1 Cor. x . 1 6 . The bread which we break, is i t not
the communion of the body of Christ.” Acts xx .

7— 1 1 . They came together to break bread . A nd

had broken bread .

”

2 . The doctrine of the protestants .
“Transubstantiation (or the change of the sub

stance of bread and wine ), in the Supper of the

Lord , cannot be proved by Holy Writ ; but i s re

pugnant to the plain words of Scripture , overthrows
the nature of a Sacrament

, and has given occasions
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to many superstitions and idolatries, and is repug

nant to sense and reason :” Which reasons have

moved all the reformed
(

churches against the doc

trine of transubstantiation.

*

3 . The doctrine of the papists .
“ If any shall deny the body and blood , together
with the soul and

”

d ivinity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and sowhole Christ to be truly , really and sub stan

tially contained in the most holy sacrament of the

eucharist, (Lord
’s supper) but shall say , i t i s there

only as in a sign
, e i ther figuratively or virtual ly , let

him be accursed . If any shal l say , that
,

the sub

stance of bread and wme, together with the body

and blood of our
“Lord Jesus Christ

,
remains in the

sacrament of the holy euchari st, and shal l deny that
wonderful and singular conversion of the whole
substance of the bread into h is body , and of the

whole substance Of the wine i nto his blood (the
’

figures of bread and wine only remaining) whi ch
conversion[change] the cathol i c church most fitly
calls transubstantiation, let him be accurs

’

ed.

”i

Conf.Helv. 1 . art. 22. et 2. Wittem. c . 19 . de Buchar.

Basi l . art. 6. Scotican. art. 21.

t Si quis negaverit , in sanctissimae eucharistiaa sacramento

contineri
,
vere, realiter, et sub stantialitercorpus e t sanguinem,

una cum anima et divinitate Christi
,
& c . Si quis dixerit in

sacrosancto eucharistim sacramento remanere substantiam panis
et V ini

,
& c . negaveritque mirab ilem illam et singularem con

versionem totias substantiate panis in corpus , et totius substantia
V ini in sanguinem,

& c .
—Concil. Trident. Sess. 13. Can. 1

,
2:
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XIV . Of receiving both K inds.

1 . The doctrine of Christ and h is apostles, 1s

that those that have the bread should also have the

cup .

Mark xiv . 22— 24 . Luke xxu . 1 9
, 20 . 1 Cor.

x . 1 6 , and xi . 2 4— 27 , 2 9 .

1

“ Take, eat— as oft as ye

drink it— eat this bread, and drink this cup—shal l

eat th i s bread and drink this CUp—SO let him eat

and drink of this cup—for he that eateth and

drinketh
2 . The doctrine of the protestants .

The cup of the Lord i s not to b e denied to the
lai ty, for both the parts of the Lord

’s sacrament
,
by

Christi s ord inance and commandment, ought to b e

mini stered to all Christian men al ike .

” That the
people are to rece ive the wine also, i s the confession

of the reformed churches in Helvetia, Bohemia,
France , 8 &3i

e

3 . The doctrine of the papists .
The counci l of Constance decreed , That though

Christ admini stered th is sacrament, in both kinds ,
to h is disciples , and

,
in the primitive church

,
i t

was al so accord ingly received by bel ievers under

both kinds [bread and wine
,] hoc tamen non oh

stante , notwithstanding [Christ
’s insti tution, and the

Confes. Helv. 1 . art. 22
,
et 2. Bohem. c . 13. Gall . 36

,

38. Wittemb . cap . 19 . Belg. art. 35. Saxon. de cmna Domin.

August. (10 missa , art . 1 , 2 .
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example of the primitive church] the laity shal l
have the bread only . Others that pertinaciously

afi
‘
irm otherwise are to b e expelled as heretics . Also

we command, upon pain of excommuni cation
,
that

no presbyter administer it to the people under both

kinds of bread and The council of Trent

to the same purpose decreed the taking away the
cup from the people, notw ithstanding Christ

’s insti
tution, and administration of i t in both kinds

,

“having a power to al ter and change, so that they
keep the substance of the sacrament, as they judge
most profitable for the receivers ;

” i and though

they confess the primitive church rece ived both , yet
the church of Rome,

“ for grand and just reasons

has approved and decreed the people’s taking of it
in one kind only .

XV . Of the Sacrifi ce of the Mass.

1 . The doctrine of the apostle Paul .

Heb . ix . 22
,
25

,
2 6

,
2 8 . A nd almost all th ings

are by the law purged with blood , and without shed

d ing of blood there is no remission. N or yet that

he should offer h imself often, as the high priest en
tereth into the holy place every year with the blood

of others ; (for then must he have often suffered since
the foundation of the world, ) but now once in the

end of the world hath he appeared -

to put away Sins

Concil . Cons tant. Sess. 13.

t Concil. Trident . Sess . 21. cap . 1
,
2
, 3 .
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in remembrance of me
,

’ Christ did not institute his

apostles to be priests, or that he did not o rdain, that
they and other priests should offer his body and

blood, let him b e accursed .

” e

If any shall say the sacrifice of mass i s Only of

prai se and thanksgiving , or a bare commemoration

of the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, and not a

propitiatory sacrifice, or that i t profits him alohe that
takes it , and Ought not. to he offered for qui ck and

dead , for sins, puni shments and sat isfactions, and

other necessities, let him b e accursed .

”

So in that part of the mass cal led the offertory,
the priest says , Holy Father, eternal and almighty

God, rece ive this immaculate host, which I , th ine

unworthy servant, offer unto thee my true and l iv

ing God, for my innumerable sins, and offences and

neglects, and for all them that stand here about
,
and

also for all fai thful Christians, both l iving and dead ,
that i t may profit me and them unto salvation

,
unto

eternal l ife . Amen.

”

Again, in the mass-book the priest prays : We

Si quis dixerit
,
in missanon offerri D eo verum et proprium

sacrificium ,
anathema sit. Si quis dixerit

,
i llis verbis

,
hoc facite

in meam commemorationem , Christum non instituisse apostolos
sacerdotes ; aut non ord inasse

,
ut

,
ips i aliiqu

’

e sacerdotes offer

rent corpus et sangu inem suu m
,
anathema sit. Si quis dixerit

,

missae sacrific ium tantum esse landis et gratiarum actionis
,
& c .

non autem prOpitiatorium vel sol i prodesse sumenti
,
neque

pro V ivis et defunctis , pro peccatis , paems
,
satisfactionibus

, et

aliis necessitatibus ofi
'

erri debere
,
anathema sit .

—Concil. Tri

dent. Sess . 22. de Sacrific . Missae
,
Can. 1

,
2
,
3 .
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beseech thee
,
therefore mostmerciful Father, through

Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord , and do ask of thee
that thou wilt accept, and bless these T gifts, these T
presents

,
these hol sacrifices immaculate, espe

c ially those which we offer unto thee for thy holy
cathol ic church

,
and all them that assist here, for

themselves and for all the irs, for the redemption of

thei r souls, and for the hope of the ir salvation.

Which oblation, thou , O God
,
vouchsafe in all

things to make blessed, T ascript
,
T reasonable T and

acceptable ; Tthat it may be made unto us the bo y

and b loodTof thy most beloved Son. We present

to thy excellent Majesty of thy gifts and things

given, a pure T host, a holy T host, an immaculate T
host, the holy bread T of ete rnal l ife , and the cup T

of eternal salvation. We humbly pray thee , al

mighty God
,
command that these th ings be carried

by the hands of thy holy angels to thy altar on

high
,
into the presence of thy d ivine Majesty

,
that

we all who, by the particiTpation of th ine altar [kisses
here the altar, ] have taken the holy bo y and blood

Tof thy Son, may be filled with all heavenly blesTs

ings and grace .

” A nd then the pr iest prays for the

dead,
“ be m indful also , 0 Lord, of thy men ser

vants, and women servants, [naming thei r names
that are deceased , for whom friends or kindred

would have mass
,] who have preceded us with

the sign of the faith , and who sleep in a sleep of

peace .

”

V iew and cons ider this l ittle piece , which I have
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transcribed, reader, out of the mass-book, and then

judge whether there is any such th ing concermng

the Lord ’s supper in the Scripture ; and whether

these are not new doctrines and devices .

XVI . Of Worshipp ing the Host.

1 . The doctrine of the Scripture concerning the
Lord’s supper, where i t i s treated of

,
contains no

th ing for the worshipping of i t ; as Matt . xxv i . 26 ,
12 7. Mark xiv. 22— 24 . 1 Cor. xi . 24— 29 .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants.
The worshipping the elements

,
the l ifting them

up , or carrying them about for adoration, and the

reserving of them for any pretended rel igious
-

use,

are all contrary to the nature of this sacrament
,
and

to the institution of Christ .” So say other reformed
churches in their publ i c confessions of faith .

*

3 . The doctrine of the papists .
“ It i s beyond all doubt that the faithful

, ac

cord ing to the custom always recei ved in the catho

l i c church , may give in veneration the worshlp of

Latria, which is due to the true God
,
to th is holy

sacrament ; for i t i s not the less to be adored , b e»

cause it was appointed by the Lord to be received
for we bel ieve that the same God i s present in it

,

whom the eternal father, bringing
- into the world

,

saith , A nd let all the angels of God worship him.

’’T

A

Confess. Helvet. 2. c . 21 . Saxo . de omna dom. Wittemb .

de Eucharist. Basi l art . 6 .

t Nullus itaque dub itandi locus relinquitur, quin omnes Christi
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Moreover the holy synod declaresT “That with
Very great religion and piety of the church was thi s
custom brought in, that every year upon some pe

culiar holy-day , th is high and venerable sacrament
with singular veneration and solernnity should be
celebrated

,
and that i t should in processions

,
reve

rently with honour and worship b e carried about
through the ways and public places .”

XVII . Of fluricu lar Confession .

1 . The doctrine of Christ and his apostles con

cerning confession of sin.

Luke xvi i . 3
,
4 .
— James v. 1 6 .

— l John i . -9 . See

also Proverbs xxvi i i . 1 3 . Psalms xxxi i . 5
,
6
, and

l i . 4 , 5 , 7 , 9 , 1 4 . In all which places there is con

fession of sin to God , to the party wronged by us,
and to one another ; but not a word of secret confes

sion of all our sins in the ears of the priest .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants .
f
“A s every man i s bound to make private con

fession of his sins to God
,
praying for the pardon

thereof, upon which and the forsaking of them he

shall find mercy ; so he that offends h is brother, or

the church of God
, ought to b e will ing by a private

or public confession and sorrow for his sin, to de

clare his repentance to those that are offended , who

fideles pro more in catholica ecclesia semper recepto , latria3 cul
tum

, qui vero Deo deb etur
,
huic sanctissimo sacramento in vene

ratione exhibeant, & c .

Concil. Trident . Sess. 13. cap . 5.

G 2
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are therefore to be reconciled , and in love to rece ive

him.

” So other reformed churches.

eie

3 . The doctrine of the papists .

L et every one, both men and women, truly

make confession of all the ir sins . at least once a

year, to the ir own priest, or some other, having

leave first from their own priest, else he can nei ther

absolve nor b ind him .

”T

The universal church to the great profit of souls
keeps the custom of confession in that holy and

most acceptable t ime of lent
,
which alsq this holy

synod most highly approves and rece ives , as pi

ously , and with good cause to be retained.

’

T.
If any shal l deny sacramental confess ion, either

to b e instituted
,
or to b e necessary to salvation by

d ivine right ; or shall say , the manner of making
secret confession to the priest alone is not inst ituted
and commanded by Christ, but is a human inven

tion, let him b e

“ If any shall say that in the sacrament of pe
nance , i t i s not necessary to remi ssion of sm, and

‘Confess. Helvet. 2. c . 14 . A rgentinens . c . 20 . August. de
Confess . Saxon. de Paanitentia . Wittemb . de Confessione .

t Concil. Lateran . Can. 21 .

i Unde jam in universaecclesia, cum ingenti animarum fide:

l ium fructu
,
ob servatur mos i l le . salutaris

,
sacro il lo et maxime

acceptab ili tempore quadragesima
,
quem morum

,
& c .
—Conci1.

Trident. Sess. 14 . cap . 5 .

Si quis negaverit confessionem sacramentalem
, vel institu

tam
,
vel ad sala tam necessariam esse jure divino

,
& c .
—Concil.

Trident. Sess. 14 . Can. 6.
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that by d ivine right, to confess all, and
,

every mor

tal sin, that one can by all due diligent premedita
tion call to remembrance, even those that are secret
sins

,
and against the last precept of the decalogue,

and the very circumstances which alter the kinds of
sin, let him be accursed .

”T

XVIII . Of
J

Penitentia l Sa tisfa ction.

1 . The doctrine of the Scripture .

E z ek . xvi. 6 1— 63 . Then shal t thou remember
thy ways and b e ashamed . A nd I will establish
my covenant wi th thee , that thou mayest remember

and be confounded , and never open thy mouth any

more , because of thy shame , when I am pacified
towards thee, for all that thou hast done, saith the
Lord .

” A nd xxxvi . 3 1 , 32 . Ye shall loathe your

selves in your own sight. N ot for your sakes do I

this . B e ashamed and confounded for your own
ways .” See Hos. xiv . 2

,
4 .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants .
“Although repentance i s not to be rested in as

any satisfaction for sin
,
or any cause of the pardon

thereof, which i s the act of God’s free grace in
Christ ; yet is i t of such necessi ty to all sinners

,
that

none might expect pardon without i t.” So other

churches.T

Si quis dixerit in sacramento poenitentia: ad remissionem

peccatorum necessarium non esse jure d ivino confi tcri , omnia et

s ingula peccata mortalia
,
& c .

—Concil. Trid . Scss 14 . Can. 7.

1 August. de Confessione . Saxon. in Prmfationo
,
et artic . do

Satisfactione . Wittemb . de Satisfactione .
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3 . The doctrine of the papists.
“ If any shal l say, that the whole puni shment,
together with the guil t, i s always remitted by God,
and that the satisfaction of the peni tent is no other
than the faith whereby he apprehends Christ to
have satisfied for him,

let him be accursed .

” ie

“ If any shall say , that God is not satisfied for

sins
,
as to temporal punishment, through the merits

of Christ, by the punishments which he infli cts
, and

we patiently bear, or by such as are enjo ined by the
priest

,
nor

’

by those that we voluntari ly put our

selves unto , nor by fastings, prayers , alms deeds
,

and other works of
'piety , and that therefore the best

repentance is only a new l ife, let him b e accursed .

’ T

If any shall say , that the satisfactions whereby

penitents through Jesus Christ redeem sins
, are not

the worship of God
“

, but the trad itions of . men
,

thwarting the doctrine of the grace and true worship

of God, and the benefits of the death of Christ, let
him be accursed .

”
j;

XIX . Of Venia l Sins.

1 . The doctrine of Christ and his apostles .
Matt . xi i . 36 .

“ I say unto you that every idle
word that men shal l Speak

,
they shall give account

thereof in the day of judgment .” Rom. vi. 23 .

Concil. Trident. Sess. 14 . Can. 12.

TConcil. Trident. Sess . 14 . Can . 13.

TConcil. Trident. Sess. 14 . Can. 14 .
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Luke xxii i . 4 3 . Verily I say unto thee , th is day
shalt thou be with me in paradise .

” Heb . xii . 2 3 .

“ A nd to the Spirits of just' men made perfect.” 2

Cor. V . 1 , 8 . For we know that if our earthly house

of th is tabernacle were d issolved, we have a bu ild

ing of God . Willing rather to be absent from the

body and to b e present with the Lord .

”
Ph i l . i . 23 .

Having a desire to depart and to b e with Christ .”

See also Matt . vi i . 1 3 , 1 4 . John i i i . 1 8 . Luke xvi .

23 , 24 ; where , and in other places, the Scriptures
Speak of two ways ; one leading to destruction, the

other to l ife ; and two sorts of men ; some that do

not bel ieve, and they are damned ; some that do, and

they are saved ; but no third way, or th ird class is
mentioned .

2 . The doctrine of the protestants .
“The bodies of men after death return to dust,

and see corruption
,
but the ir souls (which ne ither

die nor sleep ), having an immortal subsistence, im
mediately return to God, who gave them. The

souls of the righteous be ing then made perfect in
hol iness, are received into the highest heavens,
where they behold the face of God in l ight and

glory, wai ting for the ful l redemption of their
bodies ; and the souls of the wicked are cast into
hell , where they remain in torments and utter dark
ness , reserved to the j udgment of the great day .

Besides these two places for souls separated from
their bodies, the Scripture acknowledges none.

”
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So the reformed churches also in Helvetia, France,
Saxony;

ie &c.

3 . The doctrine of the papists .

If any shal l say that after the grace of justifica
tion rece ived , the offence i s so forgiven to every
penitent s inner, and guil t of eternal puni shment so
removed , that there remains no gu ilt of temporal
punishment to b e suffered

,
e ither in th is li fe . or the

l ife to come in purgatory , let him b e accursed .

”T

By th is parallel of doctrines
, you may easily

judge that ours i s the old rel igion ; and the rel igion
of the papists (where in they d iffer fromus), i s a

new rel igion. For they that own, profess and hold
to the same doctrines and worship that were taught
by Christ h imself and his apostles , and no other (as
to essentials at least),

"

are of the old religion ; and

those that, forsaking and corrupting the doctrine and
worship taught by Christ and his apostles

,
maintain

and hold doctrines not contained in the Scripture
,

but risen up since and contrary to it , are of a new

rel igion. But the protestants do the first
,
and the

papists do the last , as appears by the parallel of doc
trines . Therefore the protestants are of the old

rel igion, and the papists of a new one . For that
rel igion which agrees with the oldest and the only

rule, i s the oldest and only rel igion; and if the

Confess. Helv. 2 . cap . 26. Gal l . art . 24 . Saxon . art . 1 1 .

August. 11 . Wittemb erg . cap . 25 .

t Conell . Trident. Sess . 6. Can. 30 . e t Decret . do Purgat .

Sess . 25 .
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papists will keep to the first and anc ient rule, the
word of God, they must b e of our rel igion ; if they
will not, but add or diminish , they will never

answer to the charge of novelty laid upon them.

So that their insulting and rid iculous question

so often used , “Where was your rel igion before
Luther ?” is plainly and fully answered ° “ It was

where the Romish religion never was, in the Scrip
tures

,
and in the prim itive churche s .” A nd me

thinks, learned papists, who can read the writings

of the fathers, and determinations of ancient coun~

cils
,
should b e ashamed to propound such a ques

tion ; but they do i t to amuse the common people
that cannot read Greek and Latin authors, and [ are

not acquainted with the history of the church ; whilst
I am persuaded they themselves know better , and
could resolve th is question themselves, i f they would
read and judge impartially . But the people that
cannot read the fathers, councils, &c. might be abun
dautly satisfied

,
that our rel igion is the old religion,

because found in, and founded upon the word of

God ; for all the books in the world mus t give place
to the holy, sure, infal l ible word of the most true
and faithful God
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CHAPTER III .

THE RE LIGION or PROTE STANTS, HEL D A ND PRO
FE SSED BEF ORE LUTHER .

BUT though we show our doctrines to b e found
in the Scripture , our adversaries cal l for a catalogue
of such as have taught them, from the apostles’ times
successively to the time of Luther, as they pretend
they can do for theirs ; and would persuade the

people
,
that the church as now reformed , and the

doctrines now rece ived by them, are new and upstart
things

,
and have not been since the apostles’ times

,

or before L uther. On the contrary , we assert that
there have been such doctrines, and a church own

ing them in all ages , since they were preached by

the apostles ; which we w i ll prove by two heads of

arguments ; the one taken a p riori , that such a

church cannot, shal l not cease , but always be in
some part or other of the world ; the other a p oste
r iori

,
that i t has not ceased, but has always actually

been, and therefore before Luther.
The first, —that it cannot, shal l not cease to be ,

taken a p r iori , stands firm upon these two grounds
F irst

,
upon the promi se of Christ, that is of infal

lible veri ty . Christ has promised that the true
church , which is bu ilt upon the doctrine of the

Scripture , and i s conformed thereto , Shal l continue
H
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always , and not fail . That the reformed churches

are built upon the doctrine of the Scriptures, and are

conformed thereto , appears from the parallel of doc

trines before laid down. SO that there i s evidence

from the promise of Christ
,
that the church holding

such doctrines as the reformed churches do, did
continue, and could not fail ; and therefore Our

church and rel igion were before Luther.
Secondly, upon the relation between Christ and

his church . Christ i s the only head of the church ,
and the church i s the body of Christ . Christ i s the
king of his church , and the church subject to Christ .
Christ i s the husband and bridegroom of the church,
and the church the wife and spouse of Christ. Such

a church , then, could not cease to b e, else there would
have been some time in which Christ would have
been a head without any body upon earth ; a king
without subjects

,
a husband and bridegroom ,

with
out a wife or Spouse ; all which are absurd . But t he

controversy does not lie between us on th is point
,

but which church is th is body , subjects, and spouse
of Christ, which , by V irtue of Christ’s promise and

its
.

relation to him
, could not fail or cease to he

the irs , or such as the reformed churches are . There
i s th is ground (among others) on our Side . That

church which owns Christ to be
‘

her only head ,
husband , and king, and no other ; which owns and
professes subjection to the laws of Christ

, and no

other, as necessary to salvation ; and worships the
true God according to the Scripture

, and no other,
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i s the body, Spouse, and
”

subjects of Christ, that

could not cease to b e in any age . But such churches

as the reformed are, own Christ to be the ir only
head , husband , and king, and no other ; and profess
subjection to the laws of Christ , and no other, as

necessary to salvation; and worship God according

to the rules contained in the Scripture , and no other.

All which the Roman church , as papal , does not

do ; for they own another head besides Chri st, as

necessary to salvation, and profess subjection to the

laws of another, besides the laws of Christ, and that

equal ly with them, yea, before them, though dis

tinct from, and contrary thereto, and give rel igious
worsh ip to others besides the true God , and so play

the harlot. Hence , we conclude, that such churches

as the reformed are , and not such as the papal , are

the body , subjects , and Spouse of Christ
,
wh ich

could not cease in any age to be, since the apos

tles ’ times ; and therefore our rel igion was before
Luther.
The second evidence , that there have been the

same doctrines
,
necessary to salvation, taught all

along since the apostles success ively , to Luther
’s

times, i s a p osteriori , from the writings ofmen
,
and

histories of the church
, abundantly satisfactory to

us, and undeniable by our adversaries . It would be
no real prejudice to the truth of our doctrines

,
if we

could not give a catalogue of names that held and

professed them in all ages , so long as we find them
in the Scripture ; nor could they for want thereof be
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justly charged, e ither w ith falsi ty or novelty ; for
what is in th e w ord of God is true and old, and

what is not contained there in and made necessary

to sal vation, is false and new,
though of many hun

dred years’ standing . That
‘

this is unreaso nably re

quired by th e papists , and is no hurt to our religion,
as to the truth and antiquity of i t

,
and no cause of

stumbl ing to any ,
w il l appear by these th ings fol

low ing .

1 . It is not necessary in order to prove ourselves

men, to give the names of all the men that have
l ived before us, no, nor of any of them . It is suffi
c ient that w e can prove w e have the same essential
const ituent parts of men as our predecessors had .

That we have such bodies and such souls as they
had . is a proof we are real men as they were, though
w e know not the names of al l the intermed iate per
sons successively by whom w e have rece ived our

be ings from them. So here ; so long as we can tel l

and are sure we own and bel ieve the same doctr ines
that the apostles did

,
we are sure we are of the same

rel igion as they were, though we could not give the
names of the persons that have from time to time

professed the same .

2 . It is not necessary in order to know the false
ness of any doctrine that we should know the names
of the heretics that have handed them down from
one age to another ; but w e know them to be fal se ,
by their be ing contrary to the Scripture .

3 . \V e know that the dictates of the law of na
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ture are professors or ministers commanded to

study and be so conversant with all histories, coun
cils and antiquities as to b e able to give a catalogue,
who have taught or owned the true doctrine in ages

before them ?

8 . W hat deceitful deal ing is this ? to deny the

people the reading of the Scriptures and acquaintance
with them,

and in such things commend ignorance
as the mother of devotion, and yet call upon them

‘

to say , who taught their doctrines b efore Luther?
As if it were more material to know who taught

them, than to know them ; or to be more skilled in

the writings of men than in the word of God .

9 . They cal l for that from us which they cannot
give for themselves . You ask, Who taught your
doctrines from the apostles

’ times ? and we re tort
your question, Whotaught all your doc trines from
the apostles ’ times? We know you can never Show
them . I know you pretend a large catalogue of

popes ; but yet you are greatly puzzled to give their
succession, when t here have been several pe pes to
gether, and they that; then l ived could not know
which was

“

the right. But if you could
‘ give a suc

cession of persons, it profits nothing without a suc

cession of true doctrine . If you could show a

succession de facto, you can show none dc j ure.

That may be actual , that may not be lawful . A

th ief may actually succeed a true posse ssor, and a

tyrant and usurper a lawful prmce
,
but not lawfully .

This is usurpation,
~ not legitimate succession. We
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might say , therefore, to your people as you do to

ours , Is i t safe for you to continue in that rel igion,
of which you can give no account who have taught
your doctrines from the apostles’ times? For you

cannot do i t, nor your doctors e i ther
,
though they

cal l a council and search all records and writings of

men, as shall be shown in the next chapter.
Yet th is is not said as if we doubted of our cause,
if i t were to be tried by the writings of the ancient
fathers ; or as if we could not mention multitudes
before Lu ther that have taught and owned our doc
trines ; for there are many great volumes in which

our doctrines are to b e found . To give a large re

hearsal of the ir words on our side would be an end

less work ; yet a few shal l be picked out of many ,
suffi cient to show that our doctrines, in which we

oppose the doctrines of the church of Rome, have

been taught of old .

What was the doctrine in the first hundred years
from the birth of Christ i s best understood from the

Holy Scripture ; and this is that age , and the wri
tings o f the apostles are those writings, by which
the writings of all other ages must b e examined , as
their surest rule . That our doctrines are there con

tained, and not the doctrines of the papists as such ,
we have proved in Chap . I .
In the writings of the fathers that l ived in the

second century , we have many testimonies .
In this age the bishops of Rome had not that
power they now challenge, as appears from a letter
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of E leutherius, bishop of Rome, to Lucius, king of
England,

* who had sent to the bishop for the R0

man laws, as they were founded on Christianity ; to
whom E leutherius sent th is answer : “Y ou require

of us the Roman laws, and the emperor’s, to b e sent

over to you—The Roman laws , and the emperor’s

we may ever reprove , but the law of God we may

not. You have rece ived of late, through God
’s

mercy, in the realm of Brittany , the law and faith

of Christ. You have with you, within the realm,

both the parts of the Scripture . Out of them
,
by

God ’s grace, with the counci l of your realm,
take

a law,
and by that law (through God

’s sufierance)
rule your kingdom of Britain ; for you are God ’s

vicar in your kingdom .

’ — From whence it i s clear,
that this b ishop of Rome (1 ) challenged not the

supremacy over England, but acknowledged the
king to b e supreme governor in his own kingdom.

(2 ) That he acknowledged the perfection of Scrip
ture for l ife and manners, when laws should be

"

taken
from thence for the government of a kingdom.

(3 ) That England rece ived the gospel early , and not
so late from the church of Rome as some of them
boast, nor at all first from them

,
but from the Gre

cians of the eastern church;
L

as some th ink .

After the apostles, many taught our doctrines
long before Luther. For the sake of brevity

,
I

must take up with fewer heads of doctrine, and

Fox. Acts and Mon . vol. 1 . p . 139.

t Id . ibid . p . 138 .
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fewer testimonies under each doctrine . I had be

gun to give a catalogue in every century since

Christ
,
but that be ing too large for this place, I laid

i t by
, and give mstances in these few following.

I . The Pe7y
f
ectc

'

on and Sufi ciency of the Scrip

ture to Sa lva tion taught long before L uther .

Justin M artyrf
‘e who l ived in the second century

after Christ, writes , That the true rel igion i s con

tained in the writings of the prophets and apostles ,
who 'have

'taught all th ings necessary for us to know.

We are not commanded to give cred it to the trad i
tions and doctrines Of men, but those doctrines
which

”

were publ ished by the prophets, and which
Christ h imself del ivered . All th ings are to be

brought to the Scripture
,
and from thence are argu

ments and proofs to b e fetched ; for i f a man be

never so Often asked , how many do tw ice two

make? he will stil l say four ; so a Christian dis
coursing with others will always allege the Scrip
ture .

” A nd Irenaeus says , “The Scriptures are

perfect as Spoken and d i ctated from the word Of

God and his Sp irit.
”
1
L

SO Tertullian
,t A . D . 20 0

, &c. ,
writes , I adore

Just. Mar . in Tryph . e t Paren.

t Scripturaa perfectae sunt
,
quippe averbo Dei et Spiritu ojus

dictae, Iren . adver. haer . l ib . 2. cap. 47 .

l; Adoro Scripturae plenitudinem.
—Scriptum esse , doceat Her

mogenis ofii cina ; si non est scriptum, timeat vae illud adj icien
tiba s , aut detrahentibus destinatum. Tertul. adver. Hermog.
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the fulness of the Scriptures . L et Hermogenes
show that it i s written ; if i t be not written, let him

fear that wo appointed for those that add, or fdimi

nish .

” In another place , thus}? “We have ' the

apostles Of the Lord for our authors ; who never
brought in any thing at the ir own will , but what
doctrine they had from Christ, they fai thful ly de

l ivered to the nations ; wherefore if an angel from

heaven should preach otherwise to us, we would
pronounce him accursed .

” TO th is Objection [the

apostles did not know all or if they did , they did
not del iver all] he replies,

“That both ways , such

reproach Christ
,
as if he had sent apostles e ither

unskilful
, Or unfai thful .”1' Again, “ In matters of

faith , men must argue no other way than from the

Scriptures.” In short, he lays dovVn the doctrines
Of th is age in a confession of faith

,
agreeable to

that which is called the apostles’ creed, and says,
They are not doubted Of by any

'

amongst us, but

heretics .” In the l ike manner Speaks Origen,1 who
l ived also in this age, of the perfection Of the Scrip

Apostolos Domini hab emus authores , qui nec 1ps1 qulcquam

ex suO arbitrio
,
quod inducerent

,
elegerunt ; sed acceptam a

Christo disciplinam fideliter nationibus assignaverunt . Itaque

etiam si ange lus de coelis al iter evangeliz aret , anathema dicere
tur anobis . Idem de Praesc . E acret.

t Solent dicere
,
non omnia apostolos scisse ,— omnia quidem

apostolos scisse
,
sed non omnia omnibus tradidisse ; in utroque

Christum reprehensioni subjicientes , qui aut minus instructos ,
aut parum simplices apostolos miserit . Ibid . Aliunde suadere

non poss
’

ent de rebus fidei nisi ex literis fidei .’ Ibid.

t 1d. ibid . Origen. in Levit . Horn . 5 . tom. 1 .
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ture : In the two Testaments every word that ap
pertains to God may b e required and discussed , and
all knowledge Of th ings out Of them may be under
stood ; but if any th ing remains , which the Holy
Scripture does not determ ine, no other th ird Scrip
ture ought to be rece ived to authorize any know
ledge .

” A nd more in other places . "6 See also a

large confession of fai th by him , and Gregory N eO

cesar, containing the doctrines that we hold .t

Jeromet who died A . D . 4 20 , says thus, What s

soever we affirm, we ought to prove out Of the Holy

Scriptures . The speakers’ words have not so much

authority as the Lord’s command .

”

Ambrose§ al so
,
who was born about the year

333
,
i s of the same judgment . We ought to add

nothing, no, not for caution, to God
’s command ; for

i f thou dost add
, or d imini sh , i t i s a prevaricating

Of the command ; the pure and simple form of the

command i s to be kept. Noth ing therefore , seem

it never so good, ought to b e added to i t. There

fore we ought not to add to or take away from the

Horn. 2. in Hieremiam.

t M adgeburg . Cent. 3 . p . 34
,
35 .

i H ieron. in Psal . 98.

N ihi l
, vel cautionis gratia jungere nos deb emus mandato .

Si quid enim ve l addas
,
vel detrahas , praevaricatio qutedam vi

detur esse mandati
,
pura enim et simplex mandati forms. ser

vanda . N ihil vel quod bonum videtur , addendum est . Docot
igitur nos praesentis lectionis series neque detrahere aliquid di
vinis debere mandatis

,
neque addere . Amb r. tom. 4 . de Pa

radis . cap . 12.
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‘

commands of God.

” Again, he saith , Who
"

shal l
speak where the Scripture is silent?’ Augustine

(born A . D . 355) subscribes the same doctrine .

“ In those th ings which are laid down plainly in

the Scripture , all those th ings are -found wh ich be

long to fai th , or d irection of lifefr “ L et us not

hear, this I say , th is you say , but let us hear, thus

says the Lord ;i there i s God
’s book

,
to whose au

Sanctis Scripturis non e loquentibus , quis loquetur ? Idem .

de V oc . Gent. 1. 2. c . 3 .

t In iis qua aperte in Scriptural posita Sunt , inveniuntur illa
omnia , qua continent fidem moresque v ivendi . A ug. de Doct .

Christ. tom. 3. l . 2. c . 9.

i Non audiamus
,
ha c d ico , ha c diois , sed audiamus

,
ha c

dicit Dominus. Sunt certe l ibri Dominici
,
quorum au

‘

toritati ,

utrique consentimus , utrique credimus ; ib i qua ramus eccle
s iam ,

ib i discutiamus causam nostram ; auferantur illa de medio ,
qua adversus nos 1nV 1cem ,

non ex divinis canonicis l ibris , sed
al iunde recitamus ; quia nolo humanis documentis

,
sed divinis

oraculis sanc tam ecclesiam demonstrari. Idem de Unitat .

Eccles. cap . 3. L egite nobis ha c de lege , de prophetis , de

Psalmis
,
de ipso evange l io , de apostol icis literis ; legite et credi

mus . Idem. ibid. cap . 6. Ipse Dominus Jesus disc ipulos testi
moniis legis et prophetarum confirmandos esse magis judic avit.
Ha c sunt causa nostra documenta

,
ha c fundamenta

,
ha c fir

mamenta . Idem. ibid. cap . 16. Nemo ex me qua rat senten
tiam meam

,
sed potins audiamus oracu la

,
nostrasque ratiunculas

divinis summittamus afi
'

atibus . August. de M or. Ecol. Cath .

cap. 7. tom. 1 . Per Scripturas divinas multo tutius ambulatur.

Controversia ex eadem Scriptural terminetur. Id . de Doct.

Christ cap . 8. Sententias Ambrosi
,
Hieronymi , & c . non ob

hoc interponere volui
,
ut cujusquam hominis sensum tanquam

Scriptura canonica auctoritatem sequendum arb itreris. Id.

Epist. 1 12.
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men inmatters ofmoney, we bel ieve them not, but

count i t after them; but when we are. to judge of

things , we are simply drawn into their Opinions ; and
that, whenwe have the law of God for an exact rule,
balance, and square of all th ings. Wherefore I be.

.

seech and entreat you all
, that you matter not, w hat

one or another thinks Of these th ings ; [ but that

you
; would consult the Holy Scriptures concerning

In another place, thus : These things
which are in the Holy Scripture, are clear and

right; whatsoever
‘

i s necessary , i s manifest there.

in.

’”
f, Many more testimonies we might have from

th is author, and others quoted in the note, j; but

brevity forbids the transcrib ing Of the1r words . To

conclude thi s particular, take the testimony of a

Ha) ; yang owe. 087 0o M ap pcevxgny at frwvp mWagon; fi l o-«raven, dmt

’

dpteywnot: «Plow frow nfirm-

gen
'

etv, e epJ
‘
sWgat

'

y‘u aflwvdnotfoy evou; aiwxwg

fra t; EfrepwvM gaw
'

vgea
-Ba t Joé aug z newarow7ar. dnglfin cimtfiwv éxov

"

lag m uv y om m u navova ,
«row8 5t vo/ v Tm dn'

ocpata
'

zv; J
‘

ta 7rd

gamma) m uJ
‘

eojtgau wa rfrtpv up wv doeflec fr: fro) J
’

etvt not rm» Jam Jam:
7rep1 7rou7wv, manger. Towfygatowv

froczflat afmcv
’

lat Wq '

avease. Chrys .

’ Horn .

13 . in 2 Cor.

l Tu t/ frat a-atqmm u258m frat G aga.
from 8 9mm; ygat cpaug. H atfiac frat

avayz am Jam ,
Idem Homil . 3 . in 2 Thess. cap. 2 .

i Cyprian . l ib . 2. Epist . 3 . et ad Q uintinum,
et ad Pompeium;

et ad Jubajanum. A u
’

lagnm ewzv mi fig/ tau not : S eaw a y
-
rot yga cpau

a go;
rrnv Tn; atM S'em; mag/yen” . A thanas . tom . 1 . pag . 1 .

‘

H prev

a nSncm ueuaeflnc etc frov xugtovma c
-
rt; eavegat 9 mm xatSem -mcsv in wow

Seton! ygaccpwvytvwa
'

xo
l
u evn menot: avaytvwa

'

xop eyn. Idem. tom . i . 398.
‘

H Sela. yga cpn waflwv wwv inavaflegae. Idem. pag. 114 . V id e etiam
pag. 217. 428. Ta. peep c up pwvd .

tract ; yg
aoau; Ja w

-Sou, frat J
‘

s ammo
-

gran

dyrofixM ezv. Basil . Mag. in Moral . l ib . Sum. 72. cap. 1 .vide etiam
eundem. Sum. 80. cap . 22. et Homil . de Confos . fide i . et passim



THE NOVELTY OF POPERY. 9

council, where in are many witnessing together, that
the Scripture 18 so perfect that nothing is to be add

ed
“

to it. "
6 Ambrose said, Anathema to him, that

adds any th ing to the Scripture, or takes from i t ;
and all the bishops said , let him b e accursed .

” A nd

the ir own canon law,t reciting the Words Of Cyprian,
That the Scripture must be followed , and not cusa

tom or traditions,
” says , “ If Christ only is to b e

heard , we ought not to regard what any one before
us thought was to be done ; but what Christ, who
was before all, did ; neither ought we to follow the
custom of men, but the truth of God ; since the

L ord has said by the prophet Isaias, “ In vain do
they worship me, teach ing the commands and doc
trine of men.

” A nd again, i; It i s not lawful for

the emperor, or any other person piously disposed ,
to presume any th ing against the divine precepts,
nor to do any th ing that i s contrary to the rules of
the evangel ists, prophets, or apostles .” Then their

writings must b e perfect, or we shall Often be at a

loss for want Of a rule to direct us . All these
, and

multitudes more, taught th is long before L uther.

Concil . A quileien. Surins . tom. 1 . de Concil . p . 477.

t Corp . Jar. Can. D istinct. 8. O . Si Solus.

1 Ibid. Distinct. 10 . 0 . non licet.
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‘II . Tha t the Peop le ought to read the Scrip ture,
and therefore i t ought to be transla ted into

Vu lg ar Tongues, was a Doctrine taught long

before L uther .

By Chrysostomfi L et the word Of God dwell

in you richly
’ —he doth not say only let i t dwel l in

in you,
’ but ‘ in great abundance .

’ Hear this, ye

worldly men
,
that havew ives and children, how he

commands you to read the Scriptures, and that not
sl ightly , but with all d i ligence . Hear th is, I pray

you, all ye that are careful about the th ings of th is
l ife, and get you Bibles, which are the medicines Of
your souls . Ignorance Of the Scriptures is the cause
Of all evils . We go to war without - our weapons,
how then can we b e safe ?” &c . In another place,
he instructed the people , “ That when they went
from the congregation to thel r houses, they should

take their Bibles, and call their wives and children
to participate Of the d iscourse of the th ings that were
said .

” A nd in another place
,
he exhorts them d il i

gently to attend the reading of the Holy Scripture,
“N ot only when they came to the assembly , but

’

A :coua'az7e Samea rl
-
e nos

-

puma: m u yuvamog not: 7 41v

no) ; mu zi
l
u tvEm frgen

'

ez
‘
u d M a

‘ frat frat ; agacag ava l
'

tvwa'

xelv. K a t our. 0371
'

k

oud
’
e oi; efruxev, an d. ”97a rromwg frug arroud

‘

ng. axoua
'

at
’

le, flagm ahwa

mafia; oiBzaflmoz muflaws : fizfima ( mg/Tana.
frnc41 030 19. Towramtflé w

arm-
lav frwvmacaw, are {an “Java :

«m g ygaqmc. Xwgzc 57 mm 219 m afia ”

fladlfoluevm u7M ) ; ad
‘

s: aa rd t, & c . Chrysost . in Coloss . Homil . 9 .

Item in Mat . Homil . 2. in Mat . Horn . 5 . to this purpose also , de
L azar. Horn. 3 . in Genes . Homil. 29 . In Johan. Homil. 1 .
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are book- learned, but they also that get their l iving
with their needle , yea maid servants , and waiting
women ; and not citizens only, but husbandmen Of

the country , are very skilful in these th ings ; yea,

you may hear our d itchers , and
‘ neat-herds, and

wood-setters, d iscoursing of the Trinity and crea

tion, 810 .

III . Tha t Relig ious Worship was not to be g iven

to Imag es, or Reliques of Sa ints, was taught

long before L uther .

When Polycarp suffered, the envious persecutors
not will ing that his b ody should b e honourably
hurled

,
as the Christians were desirous to do, moved

the proconsul not to del iver to the Christians the
body of Polycarp

,
lest should

fall to worship him ; concerning which the Church
Of Smyrna, in thei r epistle to the church at

'

PhilO

mi l ium, &c.
,
said

,

“This they said
,
be ing ignorant

Of this
, ,
that we can never forsake Christ, and that

we can worship no other ; for We worsh ip Chri st as
the Son of God

,
the martyrs we love as disciples

and followers Of the Lord .

’

About the time ‘

Of Sylvester I. , who l ived A D .

8 14
,

_

a counci l was so far from worshipping images
,

that “ they would not have any
-

pic tures in the

churches, lest that which is worshipped or adored

Euseb . Eccles .

'

Histor. l ib. 4 . cap. 15.
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should be painted on walls .’ "6 Also, about theyear

70 0 , a synod at Constantinople (which the Greeks
cal l the seventh , ) not only condemned the worship
Of images

,
but also images themselves

,
and that they

should b e cast o ut Of churches . Gregory
,
bishop

of Neocaesarea (not the ancient Of that title
,
but

another since him), wrote a book against images ,
which was read and approved by this council

, and

inserted into the synodical acts as a common de

cree ; in which book there are testimonies Of Scrip
ture and fathers against the idolatry Of images ; and

that they would ,
not allow any image or picture Of

Christ
,
but anathematized them that should draw

his effig1es ln material colours, (Can. 8 and

determined that there was one only image appointed
by Chris t, to wit, the blessed bread and wine in

the eucharist [Lord
’s sopper] which represent to

us the body and blood of Christ The second
N i cene synod was against this , and for images

,
and

a synod at Francfort against the second council and
their images ]

L

Pez elius gives us th is account, that L eo Il I.

,
em

peror , called a synod about the year 730
,
in which

i t was controverted , whether 1mages were to be

worsh ipped , &c . the i ssue whereof was that the
fathers then present, (except only Germanus

, who

Placuit
, picturas in ecclesia esse non debere ; no quod col i~

tur
,
aut adoratur

,
in parietibus depingatur. Concil. Eliber. Can.

36 .

t Illiric . Catal . Test. V erit . pag. 73
,
74 .



1 04 THE NOVELTY OF POPERY .

therefore resigned , and one Anastasius was chosen

in his room) condemned and subscribed , that the
worsh ipping of images and relies was mere idola
try

,
contrary to the Scripture ; and the intercession

of saints a fable . The emperor put the decrees Of

the synod into execution, commanded the images

to b e brought into the midst Of the city and burned ;
and the pictures on

“walls to b e whited over, and so

defaced ; and wrote to pope Gregory III . (according

to some
,
Gregory II . ) and' commanded him, as he

would keep in his favour, to do the l ike . After him
his son Constantinus, called Copronymus, out of hi s
zeal, called a synod at Byzantium, A . D . 754 , whi ch
i s called the seventh general council , where were
present 338 fathers, where the question was di s

cussed , whether it was lawful that images sho uld so

much as b e in churches ; they rece iving the decrees

Of the first and second councils of Constantinople ,
Ephesu s , N i ce, and Chal cedon, determined with

one consent, that all images should
,
as abominations

,

b e cast away . Bezel . and Lampad . M ellific. Histor.

par. 3 . pag.

IV . Tha t Invoca tion of flng els a nal Sa ints is
unlawfu l, was taught long before L u ther .

By the counci l Of Laodicea which was about the
year 364 , accord ing to Caranza, who , relating the
canon I am to produce, for fi ng clos reads twice
flngulos, to evade the force Of the council’s canon,
which he could not stand before ; for which tricks
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bunes or Officers, because the king is b ut a man, and
knows not to whom to commi t the state Of the com-

v

monwealth ; but to procure the favour ofGod, (from

whom noth ing is hid, for he knows f the works Of all

men) we need no spokesman, but a devout mind ;
for wheresoever such a one shal l speak unto him,

he will answer him.

”

V. Tha t there are but two P laces for the Souls

of M en after D ea th, and consequently no Pur

ga tory , was taught long before L uther .

Augustin
,
born above a thousand years before

Luther
,
taught

,
That there i s no middle place for

any . He must needs be with the devil - that i s not

with Christ .”i A gain, “The cathol i c faith , rest
ing upon divine authority

,
bel ieves the first place,

the kingdom - Of heaven ; and the second , he ll ; a

Solent tamon pudorem pass1 , neglecti Dei m1serauti excusa
tione

,
dicentes per istos posse ire ad deum

,
sicuti per

‘

comite
‘

s

pervenitur ad regem . Age , nunquid tam dé mens est aliquie
,

aut salutis sua immemor, ut honorific entiam regis Vendicet

comiti
, cum de hac re si qui etia

’

m tractare fuerint inventi , jute
ut rei damnentur majestatis ? et isti se non putant reos, qui

honorem nominis D ei deferunt creatura
,
et relicto domino con

servos adOrant . Nam ideo ad regem per tribunos aut comites
itur, quia homo utique est rex, et nescit quibus deboet refripub li
cam credere . A d Deum autem (quem utique nihi l latet ,
omnium enim merita novit) promerendum suffragatore non

Opus est
,
sed mente devota . Ub icunque enim talis loquutus

fue rit ei
,
respondeb it i lli . Ambros . in Roman . c . 1 .

t August. de Pec. Merit. et Remis . 1. 1 . c . 28.
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third we are wholly ignorant Again, What
Abraham says to the ri ch man in L uke, That the

righteous, though they would, cannot go to the placb
where the wicked are tormented ;

’ what does i t
mean, but that the godly can afford no help Ofmer

cy , though they would, to those that are shut up in
prison after this l ife, that they should come out

from thence, and that through the unchangeableness
of God’s judgment?

”T Again, There i s no place
for the amend ing of our ways but in thi s l ife ; for

after this life every one shall rece1ve according to
what he seeks after in thi s ; therefore the love Of

mankind constrains us to intercede for sinners, lest
by puni shment they so end th is l ife , that their l ife

being ended , their punishment never ends .
” A no

ther, Whatsoever state or condition, whether

good or bad, a
, man i s taken in when he dies, so

must he
.
abide for ever ; for he shall e ither rest in

eternal happiness with the saints and the Lord
Christ

, or shall be tormented in darkness with the
wicked and the devil . ’ 1; This cannot b e purgatory ,
for the papists do not say that the wicked , or the

devils are in purgatory , but in hell .

VI . Tha t the M arriag e of M inisters was law

fu l, was taught long before L uther

Long before indeed ; for the sixth of the (sup

Idem. Quest. Evang . lib . 2. cap . 38.

i Idem . ad Maced . Epist . 54 .

i Olympiodor. in 11. cap . Ecclesias .
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posed) apostol ical canons, owned by the church of

Rome, is
‘

i n these words, “L et not a bishop or a

presbyter, upon
‘

pretence Of rel igion, put away his
wife ; but if he do , let him be excommunicated ; i f

he shall persist therein, let him b e depo sed .

’

The council at Ancyra also decreed , That such

as m the ir ordination declared their purpose to mar

ry , if they did so
,
should continue in their mini s

try .

”t Another council , about the year 30 0 , de

creed, That if any should judge, that he ought not

to partake of the oblation from a married presbyter,
let - him b e accursed .

”
j; A nd the first general cou

oil at N i ce, that had th is under debate after Paphnu
tius had del ivered h1s j udgment about i t

,
left i t at

every minister’s l iberty to marry
,
or net marry , as

they should see cause which the Romanists’ canon
law al so sets down. L ikewise th is 1s fully stated ln
the sixth general council

,

“That the lawful mar

riages of holy men should b e val id
,
but whosoever

is found diligent should no way b e hindered from

that Office, because of l iving with h is lawful wife.

Therefore if any shal l presume . contrary to the

apostle’s rules
,
to deprive any presbyters or deacons,

Of communion with the ir lawful wives
,
let him be

Caranz . Sum. Concil . p . 14 .

t Concil . A ncyran. Can . 10 . Codice vero Can. Eccles . Uni

vers . Can . 30 .

i Codex Can . Eccles. Univers . Can . 63 . Concil . Gangrene,

Can. 4 .

Corp . Jur. Canon. Distin. 31 . c . N ica na Synodus.
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or simplicity, in sanctifying the cup of the Lord , and
ministering. it to the people, do not thatw hich Christ

the . institutor thereof did and. taught, I thought - it

both matter of re ligion and necessity, to acquaint

youherewith by letters, that if any One is held in

that error, the l ight of truth» be ing now discovered to

him,
he mi ght return to the root and beginning of

our Lord ’s institution,
’
&c. Fully and plainly by

Chrysostom,
That the people have as good a title

to the cup as
‘

the m inister . Sometimes, and in some
th ings

,
there i s no d ifference be tween the people and

the
;
priest, as in the participation of the dreadful

mys teries ; for all are equally admitted to them.
« In

the time Of the old law, i t was not lawfu l for the
people to eat of those things of which the priests

ate ; but it is not é o now,
for one body is Oflfered to

all, and one cup .

I must quote here the doctrine of L eo the Great
,

who was a b ishOp
‘

Of Rome
, A : D. 4 4 0

, and yet

counted it sacrilege not to have the cup received by

the people . He says thus , speaking of the Mani
chees ; A nd when, to cover the ir infidel ity, they
dare be present at our mysteries

,
they so carry

themselves at the communion of the sacrament
,
that

they may the more safely lie hid ; they take
“

the

body of Christ with the ir unworthy
,

mouths
, but

Cyprian Epist. 63 .

t K a t S‘

s/M ; our. nv fml
'

M awMarika ? V

i

vp e
’

luxev 5 legeug, and w ruv,

0 .70mi. n ow-w Ev a
'wpca wpoxefla l , not: 7 074n iv. Chrysnst. in 2. Cor.

Horn . 18 .



THE NOVELTY or POPERY. 1 11

they altogether decline the drinking cf the blood of

our redemption ; which I would have you to know ,

that these men, by this mark
,
may be made mani

fest, and their sacrilegious simulation be d iscover
ed ; and that , be ing marked

,
they may , by priest

ly authority , b e driven from the society of the

saints . ’ if '&c.

Because in councils there are many witnesses at
once , let us hear them.

- The council at A ncyra,
held , A . D . 30 8 , (which , though but provincial , yet as
Caranz a says, was confirmed by the general counci l
at N i ce), decreed, Can. 2 : “ that deacons that had
sacrificed to idols, should not del iver the bread nor
the cup in the sacrament.” V Vhence i t appears that
in that age the cup was given as well as the bread .

A nd the council at N eocesarea, confirmed al so by
the N i cene council

,
Can. 1 3 . decreed , “That the

country priests , in the presence of the bishop , or

presbyters of the city
, should not give the bread,

nor reach the cup ; but
‘

if they were absent, they

alone should do it.” At the general council at

Chal cedon, cons isting of 630 fathers , the seventh ac

Cumque ad tegendum infidelitatem suam nostris audeant

interesse mysteriis , ita in sacramentorum communione se tem

perant , ut interdum tutius lateant ; ore indigno Christi corpus
acc ipiunt ; sanguinem autem redemtionis nostraahaurireomnino

decl inant . Quod ideo vestram volumus scire sanc titatem,
ut

vobis hujuscemodi homines
,
e t his manifestentur indic iis , et

quorum deprehensa fuerit sacrilega simulatio , notati e t proditi ,
a sanctorum societate , . sacerdotali autoritate pellantur, & c .

L eo 1 . de Q uadrages . Serm. 4 .
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cusation brought against Ib a, bishop OfEdessa, was,
That there was not sufiicient quantity Of wine pro

vided , so that those who administered
,
were con

strained to go to the taverns for more .

’ at But why
this complaint, if the people were not to drink as wel l

as to eat ? This be ing a general council, it seems,
that through the whole church the cup was given

to the lai ty . This was about the year 4 5 1 , in the
time Of L eo I . In the th ird Toletan counci l it was
decreed, that through all the churches Of Spain and

Gallicia, the creed should b e repeated with a loud
voi ce , and the people make profession Of their fai th

,

before they rece ive the body and blood Of Christ.”

At the council of Ilerda, i t was decreed , That the
clergy that del iver Christ’s body and blood , should

abstain from allmen
’
s blood, even Of their enemies . ’”r

I will add one more testimony Of one Of the ir b i
shops Of Rome, ful l and good protestant doctrine,
which I find in their decretals. Gelasius

, who was

bishop Of Rome, (for as yet there were no popes
properly, as they now use the word , ) in the year

.

4 92 , says thus, “We have found that certain hav
ing received a portion Of the sacred body, abstain
from the cup

—

Of his sacred blood, being entangled
with I know not what superstition. L et them e i ther
rece1ve the whole sacrament, or else let them be

wholly excluded from rece iving, because the divi
sion Of one and the self- same mystery cannot be

Concil . Chalced . apud Surium
,
tom. 2. act. 10.

t Concilr l lerd . Can . I. apud Magdeburg . Cent . 6. p . 467.
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commended a certain sacrament to you, which be ing
Spiritually understood will quicken By
Gelasius, saying ,

“The sacraments which we re

ceive Of the body and blood of Christ, are a divine

thing, by means whereof we are made partakers Of

the divine nature
,
and yet the su bstance or nature

Of bread and wine does not cease to b e, and indeed

the~image and the simil i tude Of the body and blood

Of Christ
,
are celebrated in the action Of the mys

teries.

”T

By Ambrose ; “HOW can that which i s bread ,
by consecration, b e the body Of Christ ? By the

words Of Christ. What words Of Christ ? By which

all th ings were made . The Lord commanded , and

the heaven was made ; the Lord commanded, and

the earth and the sea were made . Seest thou then
how powerful is the word Of Christ'? If therefore
there b e such virtue in the words Of our Lord to
make those th ings that wer e not

,
to begin to be,

how mu ch more powerful i s h is word
,
that they

remain the same they were, and yet be changed
into another

Non hoc corpns quod videtis mandncatnri estis
,
et b ib itnri

illum sanguinem ,
quem fusa t i sunt

, qui me crucifigent ; sacra
mentum aliqnod vobis commendavi : spiritualiter intellectum,

vivificab it vos . August . in Psal . 98 .

t Certa sac ramenta quae sum imo s corporis et sangui nis Christi
divina res est

,
et tamen esse non desinit substantia vel natnra

panis et vini. Gelasi . de Duab . Natur. in Christ. contra Eu
tychen .

1 Si ergo tanto. vis est in sermone Domini Jesn
,
ut inciperent
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This author acknowledges a change , but not a

transubstantiating change, for he expressly says,
“They are what they were .

” It was bread and

wine before, and therefore though set apart for holy
p se, yet not changed into another nature, so as, for

substance, to cease to b e what they were . A nd he

instances the change which takes place in conver
s ion. We are made new creatures, but not by be ing
changed into a new substance, but our souls are set

upon right Objects, &c. A nd when the Objection i s

made, But I do not see blood in kind,
” he replies,

“But it has the l ikeness or s imil itude of it ; and

thou drinkest that which has the resemblance Of the

preciou s blood Of Christ.” This was taught then
above a thousand years before Luther by this father.
A nd so it was by Chrysostom also

, who says , “ If

i t be peri lous to put these hal lowed vessels to pri
vate use , in which is not the true body Of Christ

bu t the mys tery Of his body is contained there in,
how much 810 .

esse quae non erant ; quanto magis Operatorius est
,
ut SINT

QUZE BRANT et in aliud commutentur ? Tu ipse eras
,
sed

eras vetus creatura ; posteaquam consecratus es
,
nova creatura

esse coepisti. Sed forte diois
,
speciem sanguinis non V ideo .

Sed habet similitudinem. Similitudinem preciOsi sanguinis bibis.

Ambros. de Sacram . lib . 4 . cap. 4 . ed it. (mihi) Paris , 1599.

Chrysost. in Mat . tom. postr. 2. Hom. 11 .



1 16 THE NOVELTY or Pow e r .

IX . Tha t the B ishogy of Rome was not the Uni

versa l Head of the Ca tholic Church
, nor the

Judg e in whose defi nitive sentence a ll were

bound to acquiesce, was taught long befor e
L uther .

In the second century after Christ
,
there were

six councils , provincial only
,
the cause Of which

was the difference about the feas t Of Eas ter. Ire

naeusf pres ident of the synod in France
,
wrote to

V i ctor, then bishop of Rome, and sharply repre

hended him for going about to sever from the unity
in communion all the churches of Asia ; which did
not please all the bishops. So Eusebius. In the

year 4 18 was the s ixth counci l of Carthage , which

res isted three popes one after another. About the
year 4 50 the council of Chal cedon w ithstood L eo,
then bishop of Rome, in the question Of supremacy .

Illyricus, upon his word, afiirms
,
that he saw an

epistle of the b ishops Of France and Germany (writ

ten by A ventinus) to Anastasius, bishop Of Rome,

and others Of h is accompli ces, the sum whereof

was
,
to admonis h the pOpe and those bishops of

Italy that sided w i th h im, to let them alone, and

not proceed to exercise their tyranny over th em.

The whole epistle i s to be found in Illyricus, Catal .

Test. V erit. pag. 4 1 .

The bishops also of B elgia, about the year 8 60 ,

Enseb . Histor. Eccles . lib . 5 . cap . 23
,
26 . et lib . 7. cap. 5.
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sembled several counc ils . Besides others, he cal led
four seve ral synods for the reformation ”

Of the

church Of France, will . at Me ntz , at Paris , at Lyons ,
and at Toulouse , to inquire what was he ld answers

ble or contrary to the revealed w ill of God , and

wherein they departed from the Holy Scripture .

He was so famous for the church’s good procured
by h im,

that Platina, bewa il ing the most horr ible
wickedness Of the pOpes and their clergy in his

days, cries out , O L udovice, utinam nunc viveres.”

O Ludovicus
,
I wish thou wert now al ive.

*

Hincmar
,
archbishop of Rhe ims, openly

"

pub
~

lished,
“ That it was no t lawful for the inferior

bishops
,
upon any publi c o r general o ccasion,

‘

to

consult the pOpe, unless they had first advised theres

of with the ir own archbishops ; that it was needle ss
for archbishops to expect reso lutions from the see of

Rome concerning such things as are already sen
tenced in Holy Scripture , in the councils, m oms

and decrees Of the church .

” He expounded those
words, Tu es Petrus, thou art Peter, thus, “Upon
this sure and sol id confession Of faith wh ich thou
hast made, will I build my church .

” A nd as touch
mg the power Of binding and loosing

,
he wrote to

the pope himself, L eo IV . That that power was
passed and derived from St. Peter

,
and from the

rest Of the apostles, to all the ch ief heads Of the

church ; and that ‘ St. Peter’s privilege took place

Illyric . Catal . p . 86.
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only where men judge accord ing to» the equity of

St. Peter, and i s of force wheresoever that equity is
used.

” ie If Luther had now been born
, (as he was

not for many hundred years after) th is would have
been called Luther’s doctrine .

L ikewise when L eo IV . encroached upon the

church of Germany
,
L uithpert, archbishop ofMentz ,

writing , to Lewis
,
king of Germany , Speaks much

against the pope
,
saying

,

“ That the church ’s head

ached , and i f speedy remedy were not taken, i t
would qu ickly distil upon the members .”

A rnulphus, in a synod held at Rhe ims
,
noted the

pope to b e antichristfl
L saying, What

,
0 reverend

fathers , what I say th ink you him to be
,
who sitteth

thus on a lofty throne , in purple robes , and glitter

ing gold ? Certainly , i f he b e void of charity
,
l ifted

and puffed Up only with knowledge , he i s anti
christ

,
sitting in the temple of God but if he want

both charity and knowledge , then he is an idol ;

Magdeb . Centur . 9. pag . 338 . Proceres regni afii rmare
,

inquit , i lla nova e t inaudita esse
,
quod papa velit s ibi dc jure

regnorum judicia sumere ; non posse cum simul epiSCOpum e t

regem esse
,
& c . l l incmar . Apud Magd . Cent 9 . p . 356. Monet

pontificem me tam temere excommumcationes prfec ipiat. Sed

patiatur causas diligentius in suis provinciis cognosc i , et juxta
canones dijudicari . Hincmar. Magd . Gen. 9 . p . 524 . L uithpert ,

O tgarius , Guntherus
,
Coloniens is , Thetgondus , Treverensis , et

a li i Episcopi Be lgici graviter tyrannidem Rom . Pont . redargu

unt . Magd . Cent . 9 . p . 338 . item Ecclesiie Graecorum ,
e t Im

peratores contra Papam ,
vide Mag . Centur. 9 . 340 , 34 1 .

See Magdeb . Cent . 16 . p . 486—489 .
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and to seek to him for answer is to inquire cf mar

b le stones .

TheOphylact, archbishop of the Bulgarians, ex

pounding these words, [Upon this rock will I build

my church , ] made no mention of the pope of Rome ,
saying , That confession that Peter made , should

become the foundation of the faithful , in Such sort

that every man that would bu ild the house, must

necessarily put this confession for his foundation.

”

Of the power of the keys he said , Though it were

only said to Peter, To thee will I give, &c. , yet

that power was once given to all the apostles, When

he said , Whose sins ye remit, they shal l b e remit

ted.

”

Famous is the hi story of Otho
,
Twho

'

assembled a
,

great synod in the church of St. Peter at Home , of

archb ishops , and bishops in ' Rome, from Milan,
Ravenna, Germany and France ; to which pope
John XIII . would not come ; to whom a letter was
sent by the emperor

,
that he would make h is ap

pearance to answer to the things of which he was
accused (and they were very many and very hei
nousfi to wh ich letter he returned this answer ; I

Theoph . in Mar . c . 16. et Joh . 20 .

t Magd . Centur . 10 . de Synod . pag . 4 33
,
& c .

t Johannes 13 . venationibus magis quamorationibus vacabat ,

et multa al ia audita indigna. de eo dicuntur. Caranz . Sum.

Concil . pag . 787 . In hoc Concil io
,
obj ectis in Johannem crimi

nibus
,
homicidii

, perjurii , sacrilegii , incestus , aliorumque ne

fandorum scelerum
,
& c .
—Luitprand , apud Baron . in Spond .

Epitom. in annum , 963 .
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but yet the bishops in Germany refused to yiel d to
this decree , or to depose those priests that were mar

ried , defending themselves by the authority of the

Scripture , anc ient counc ils, and the primitive church ;
adding thereto , “That the commandment of God,
and human necessi ty directly oppugned the pope ’s
decree .

” They long cont inued to defend their l i
berty , insomuch that, see ing ne ither reason, nor

prayer, nor disputation would serve the turn, the

clergy consulting together what to do ; some ad

vised
,
not to return again to the synod

, others to
return and thrust out the archbishop from his seat,
and give him due punishment of death for his de

servings , that by the example of him
, others might

b e warned hereafter, never to attempt that th ing any
more to the prejudice of the church

,
and the right

ful l iberty of m inisters. The archbishop Spake
them fair, and bade them b e of good hOpe ; he

would send again to H i ldebrand (the pope) and they
should have what would content the ir minds ; will

ing them,
in the mean time

, to continue as they
had done, in the ir cure and m inistry . The next year

reticnm
,
et vesani dogmatis esse clamitans .

—Nauclerus
,
vol . 2.

Generat . 36 . apud Magd . cent .

_

1 1 . p . 389 . Quod sac erdotibus

eonnub iis interdixit Hildeb . Pon tifex
, plerisque _

episc0 pis no

vum dogma, omnium maxime pestifera hmresis
, quaa unquam

Christiannm perturb asse t regnum ,
visa est . Q namob rem h as

liae , Germania
,
Galliaa pontifices , Hildeb . contra pietatem

Christianam
,
verbis

,
factis agere , facere decernunt ; eundem am

bitus
,
ha re seos , imp ietatis , sacrilegii condemnant. Avent. lib .

5 . Annal . Illyri c . Cata l . et Mag . cent. 11 . pag . 389 .
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the pope sent b ishop Curiensis as legate to the arch
b ishop of Mentz, and assembled again a counci l ,
where the clergy were commanded, under pain of

the pope ’s curse, to renounce their wives or the ir
livings . The clergy sti ll defended the ir cause w ith
great constancy . In the end i t broke forth into
such a‘ tumult

,
that the legate and archbishop hardly

escaped with thei r l ives. After this, the churches
would choose their ministers themselves

,
and not

send them to the bishops (the enemies ofm inisters’

marriage) to b e confirmed and inducted ; but put

them to the ir office without knowledge or leave of

the bishop .

The pope wrote also about th is matter to Otho ,
bishop of Constance ; but this b ishop would neither
separate those that were married , from the ir wives,
nor yet forb id them to marry that were unmarried .

The clergy o f France stoutly opposed the pope ’s
bull for the excommuni cating of married priests
that would not d ivorce the i r wives, declaring their
reasons from the word of God, from councils, and

from the necessity of nature ; and resolved to lose

the ir benefices, rather than put away the ir wives

saying , moreover, “ If married priests would not

please the pope, he must cal l to angels from heaven

to serve the But if these clergymen

would not be at the pope’s beck , nei ther would the

angels in heaven ; whatever other angels might do .

Fox
,
Acts and M on . vol . 1 . pag . 227.
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In the pope’s proceeding against Henry, the em

peror, he was opposed by the counc il atWorms, in
which were the b ishops

, not only of Saxony , but of

the whole empire of the Germans, who agreed and

concluded upon the deposing of H i ldebrand ; and

Roulandus* was sent to Rome
,
who

,
in the name of

the council , commanded the pOpe to yield up his

seat.
This same pope was again judged and condemned
by another counci l held at Brixia, where were d i

vers bishops of Italy , Lombardy and Germany ,
in which condemnation i s recited amongst other
things

,
his usurping authority ove r the emperor,

and taking away and forbidding the marriage of

priests .”

Towards the end of the year 1 0 00 , (when there
were again two popes at once , Urban and Clement
III . ) William Rufusfl

L king of England , would suf

fer no appeal from England to the pope of' Rome,
as i t was not lawful to do from the time ofWilliam

the Conqueror. A nd when Anselm, archb ishop of

Canterbury, appealed to Rome, the king charged

him w ith treason for so domg. All the bishops of

Roulandus sacerdos
,
literas imperatoris deferens , absque

omni salutationis honore
,
tibi (H

‘

ildeb randum compellans) ins

quit
,
imperator

,
et Ital ia

,
Galliae

,
Germanimque episcopi

, prie

cipiunt, ut te , munere quod astu
,
pecunia, gratia occupasti, ah

dices . Non enim verus pastor
,
neque pater, ,

neque pontifex
es

,
sed fur

,
lupus

,
latro et tyrannus .

—A ventin . l ib . 5 . A n .Magd .

Cent . 11 . p . 425 .

t Fox
,
Acts and Mon . vol. 1 , p . 242.
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that prayer was not more holy in one place than

in another ; that the pope was anti chr ist : that the

clergy and prelates of Rome were reprobates , and

she the very whore of Babylon spoken of in the

Revelations .

” These two brought th irty more w ith

them into England , who by the king and pre lates

were all burnt in the forehead, and so driven out of

the realm,
and after that w ere slain by the pOpe .

A t th is time also in the city of Toulouse, there

w as a great multitude ofmen and women whom the

pope ’s comm issioners perse cuted and condemned

for hereti cs ; of whom some were scourged naked ,
some chased away. One of the arti cles they main

tained was, that the bread in the sacrament, after
consecration w as not the very body of the Lord .

*

In Germany also, Robert Abbot, ofDuits, preached
against the pope’s jurisd iction as to temporal do

m inion
,
and interpreted that place

“Thou ar t Peter,
and upon this rock w ill I bui ld my church ,

”
to be

understood concerning Christ
, d

t
c .

Bes ides these , Peter Bruis, A . D . 1 126
,
and after

him his disciple Henry
,
A . D . 1 14 7, in France, drew

many provinces from the church of Rome, preached

against Hansub stantiation, the sacrifice of the mass
,

sufiTages and oblations for the dead , purgatory,
w orsh ipping of images , invocation of saints

,
single

l ife of priests, pilgrimages, superfluous holy days,
consecration ofwater

,
oil, frankincense , &c. The pope

Fox . Acts and Mon . vol . 1
,
p . 239 .
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and his prelates they called “ princes of Sodom °

the church of Rome they termed “Babylon, the

mother of forni cation and confusion.

” This Peter
Bruis preached the word of God among the people

of Toulouse for the Space of twenty years , with
great commendation, and at last was burned .

*

I must but name Honorius, bishop of Augusta,
who Set out the iniqu ity and wickedness of the

church of Rome to the l ife ; recited largelyby Du
plessis, Myst. of Iniq . p . 2 94 . A nd Nordbertus

,
A .

D. 1 125, who protested to Bernard , that antichrist
he knew certainly would be revealed in th is pre
sent generation. A nd John of Sarisburyfi who ,

v isiting the pope, was asked by him,
“What men

thought of the pope, and of the Roman church
,

”

and told him to hi s face , They say the pope is a

burden to all, and almost intolerable .

”
A nd much

more .

Did the papists never hear of the Waldenses
,
or

have they not been vexed with thei r doctrine before
Luther was born, that they ask where was our doc

trine and rel igion before Luther ?

Did the council of Constance condemn the doc

trines of Wickl iffe and Huss as erroneous
,
and was

there such a no ise about them , and yet did not the
church of Rome hear of our doctrines (then owned

by them) before Luther ? They can never make us
bel ieve it .

Petr . Cluniacens. l ib . 1 . Epist . 1 e t 2.

t Joh . Sarisbur. in Policr. l ib . 6 . cap. 24 . Dupless. 319.
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L et Rainerius, a friar, writing of the Waldenses

or PaUperes de L ugduno, satisfy them,
who says,

Among all the sects that are or ever will be, none

can be more perni cious to the church of God [he

means the church of Rome] than that of Lyons .”

A nd he gives these three reasons, 1 .

“ Because i t

has continued a longer t ime than any . S ome say

that i t has been ever s ince the time of Sylvester ;
others say from the times of the apostles . 2 . B e

cause it i s more general , for there is almost no coun

try into which this sect has not crept. 3 . Because

all _ others procure horror by the i r blasphemies

against God ; this - of the L yonists has a great ap

pearance of piety , inasmuch as they l ive uprightly

before men, and put the ir trust in God in all th ings,
and observe all the articles of the creed ; only they

blaspheme the church of Rome , and hold i t in con

tempt, and therein they are easily bel ieved hy
'

the

A fair confession for a papist ! So that

Inter omnes has sectas quae adhuc sunt
,
vel fuerunt , non est

perniciosior ecclesiaaquam L eonistarum ; et hoe tribus de cans is;
prima est

,
quia est diuturnior

,
aliqui enim dicunt

,
quod duravit

a tempore Sylvestri ; aliqui a tempore apostolorum. Secunda
,

quia est generalior, fere enim nul la est term
,
in qua hwc secta

non sit. Tertia , quia cum al ias omnes scctis immani tate blas
phemi arum in Deum ,

audientibus horrorem inducunt
,
hmc mag

nam habet speciem pieta tis , ec
‘

) quod coram hOminibus juste
vivant , et bene omnia de Deo credant

,
et omnes art iculos qui in

symb olo continentur
,
solum modo Romanam ecclesiam b lasphe

mant et clernm
,
cui multitudo laicorum facilis est ad creden

dum. Rainer. Cont. h ze r. cap. 4 .
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The doctrines that theseWaldenses taugh t before
Luther, are the same that the reformed churches

now hold . 1 . That only the Holy Scripture i s to
b e bel ieved in matters of salvation. 2 . That all

things are contained in Holy Scripture , necessary to
salvation, and nothing to b e admitted in rel igion, but

what is commanded in the word of God . 3 . That

there is one only Mediator ; other saints in no wise
to be made mediators

, or to b e invoked . 4 . That
there i s no purgatory . 5 . That masses sung for the
dead are wi cked . 6 . All trad i tions to b e rejected ,
at least as necessary to salvation. 7 . That differ
cuces of meats, variety of degrees and orders of

priests, friars , monks
,
and nuns

, SUperfluous holy
days, and pi lgrimages

,
with all the rabblement of

rites and ceremonies brought in by man, are to be

abol ished . 8 . That the supremacy of the pope over
all churches , and kings and emperors , i s to b e de
nied . 9 . That the communion in both kinds i s
necessary to all people . 1 0 . That the church of

Rome is very Babylon
,
and the pope anti christ.

1 1 . That the - pope’s pardons and indulgences are to

b e rejected . 1 2 . That the marriage of ministers i s
lawful , &c . The ir doctrines are related by E neas

Sylvius, afterwards pope , not the ir best friend . But
the Engl ish reader might find them in the Book of

Martyrs.

* Luther began the reformation in the

year 1 5 17 ; these preached th is doctrine before the

E neas Sylvius , Bohemica H istoria de Waldensium Dog

matibus. Fox
,
Acts and Mon . vol . 1 . pag . 299

,
300 .
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year 120 0 ; consequently our doctrine was
’

b efore

Luther.
It would be endless to give an account of partien

lar doctors, who opposed the doctrine of the church
of Rome

,
and maintained the doctrines we rece ive.

I might mention A lmaricus, a doctor of Paris, who
suffered mar tyrdom for withstanding altars, images ,
invocat ion of saints

, and transubstantiation. Also
Everard an archbishop in Germany , in an assem

bly of bishops at Regensburg, gave his judgment
of the bishop of Rome .

“H ildebrand ,
” said he

,

under colour of rel igion, laid the foundation of the

kingdom of antichrist. These priests of Babylon
will reign alone ; they can bear no equal ; they will

never rest, til l they have trampled all things under

their feet, and Sit in the temple of God
, and be

exalted above all that i s worsh ipped . He who i s

the servant of servants ,
’ covets to be Lord of lords ,

as i f he were God ; his b rethren
’
s counsels, yea, and

the counsel of his Master
,
he despises . He Speaks

great th ings , as i f he were God ; in his breast he

casts new devices , whereby to raise a kingdom to

h imself; b e changes laws , and confirms his own ;

he defiles, plucks down, Spo ils , dece ives , murders .
Thus that child of perd ition (whom they use to cal l

antichrist) , in whose forehead i s written the name

of blasphemy , I AM GOD,
I cannot err, sits in the

temple of God, and bears rule far and near.

” Was

Avent. l ib . 7. p . 546 .
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this Luther, that Speaks so l ike him against the

pOpe ? N 0 ; one born long before him, or elsethe
papists would be ready to say, This doctor had
learned th is from Luther.
The preachers in Sweden, publ icly taught that

the pope and his b ishops were heretics . It would
be toO long to give account, how the pope was up

posed by Frederick II . , and by John, king of Ehg
land , a great wh ile, though at last h e del ivered the
kingdom of England and Ireland to the pope, and
farmed them of him for a thousand marks per ani

n
‘

um ; and afterward was poi soned by a monk . A nd

though he made thi s res ignation of these kingdoms

fer h imself, and his heirs forever to the pope , yet
his Son and successor, Henry III. ,

made great oppo

sitiou against it, as did the
‘

lords and nobles inhi s
father’s day s , who have left a lamentation upon

record of that fact , of king John.

*

But the history of
i

the Waldenses now Spread far
and near

,
stands l ike a beacon on a

'

hill
,
that all

who do not shut their eyes
,
have clear l ight to see

Fox
,
Acts andMon. V ol . 1 . Gulie lmu

‘

s Phri
‘

siehsis circa Ann .

Domini 1220
,
acerrime insectatur sacerdotes sui temporis , dioens ,

in e is nihi l pietatis ac eruditionis comparere , sed potins diabo
licas turpitudines; omnium spurcitiarum ac V itiorummonstruosi

tatem ; eorumpeccata non s impl iciter peccata esse
,
sed pecca

torum monstra
‘

terrib ilissima
,
eos non ecclesiam

,
sed B aby

lonem
, n yptum ac Sodomam esse ; praelatos non mdificare

ecclesiam
,
sed destruere

,
ac Deo i lludere ; eos cumalns sacer

dotibus prophanare ac polluere corpus Christi , & c . L ib . de

Collatione Beneficiorum.
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thousand years, was now let loose again. Do they

ask stil l, where was our doctrine before Luther?
Why

,
where persecution was rai sed by papists be

fore Luther ; for why were so many imprisoned ,
bani shed and burnt, if they d id not look upen

f them

as heretics ? and whom they so call is notoriously

known. Was not Conradus Hager impri soned for

preaching against the mass ? Were not Johannes

de Castilone , and Franciscus de A rcatura, burnt,
and Haybulus martyred , and Johannes de Rupea
sc i ssa imprisoned for certain prophecies against the
pope ? Did not M ilitrius a Bohemian zpreach that
Antichrist was come , and was he not excommuni e

cated for the same ? Was not Occam excommuni~

cated, and his books prohibited , because they
' dis

pleased thepope ?

B rushius relates that six and thirty citiz ens of

M aguntiawere burned f for following the doctrine of

the Waldensesfi
é

affirming the pope to b e the great
Anti christ. Also M assaeuS

'

records, that one hun
dred and forty in the province

‘

ofN arbon
,
were put

to the fire , for not
”

rece iving the decretals of Rome ;
besides them that suffered at Paris, to the number of
twenty-four ; and after them four hundred burned
for heretics.

’

r Was not Matth ias Parisiensis before
Luther, who wrote that the pope was Antichrist?
A nd was there

“

not an ancient writing, called the

Fox. Acts and M on. vol . I . pag. 550.

t Acts and Mon . vol . I . p . 521—532.



THE NOVELTY OF POPERY . 35

“Prayer and Complaint of the P loughman, contain
ingmany th ings against the church ofRome? and N i

colas Orem preached against them before the pope .

Was not JohnWickliffe before Luther ? and did

not he maintain the doctrines that the reformed
church now holds? and was there not a great com
pany of

‘

valiant defenders of the same truths ?

Twenty-five articles ofW ickliffe you may read in
the Book of Martyrs. A nd may we no t learn
someth ing by thel laws thenmade in England that

many here Opposed the church of Rome ; as A nne

5 . R i ch . II . In the year 1 380 , we read of “ a great
number of evil persons, go ing about from town to
town, preach ing to the people divers sermons con

taining heresy and notorious errors” (so papists

cal l our doctrines)
“ to the blemi shing of the holy

church .

”

A nd were there not many witnesses against po
pish doctrines and asserters of ours from the year
14 00 ? as John Badby , N i colas Tayler, R ichard
Wagstaff, M i chael Scrivener, William Smith , 810 .

John Huss
,
Jerome of Prague . But why do I men

Acts and Men . I . p . 568
,
569 . Yea 45 articles of VVicklifi

‘

e

were condemned in the council of Constance . Surius in Con

cil . tom . 3. p . 790 .

l Acts and Mon. Vol . I . beginning in the protestation to the

church of England . Had the council of Constance so much
ado with the articles of Huss and Jerome

,
who were charged

with articles against the church of Rome
,
and condemned and

burnt by the council , and ye t do papists know none that taught
our doctrine before Luther ?
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t ion particular names, when there were a great num

ber of fai thful Bohemians not to be reckoned , and
in many other places. The Bohemians in this

‘

age,

near to Tabour castle . assembled themselves to

gether to the number of thirty thousand , and hav

ing three hundred tables erected in the fields for

that purpose, they received the sacrament in both

kinds.

*

In the statute Anno 2 . Hen. IV . in the year 1 4 0 2 ,
in England , there

’

r were many preachers of true
doctrine , which those times called “

new doctrines

and heretical, contrary to the faith and determina
tion of the holy church ,

”
[Rome forsooth .] It i s

recorded in the year 14 22
,
that Henry Chichesly ,

Archbishop of Canterbury , wrote to pope MartinV.

that there were so many in England infected with

the heresy ofWicklif’fe and Huss
,
that without force

of an army they could no t be suppressed .

Be sides all these that have preached and owned

our doctrine long ago, we might Send such papists

as ask, Where was your doctr ine before Luther? to
the churches in other parts of the world

,
as to the

Greeks, the Muscovites, the Melch ites or Syrians,
the Armenians, theJacob ites, the Cop ts, or Egyp
tian Christians, the Abyssinians and others; who,
though very corrupt in many th ings, yet agree with

the reformed churches inmany po ints
,
where in they

‘

Cochleus
,
l ib . 4 . ex Berkb eck. Protestant . Evid . p . 386 .

t Acts and Mon. Vol . I . Protestat . to the church of England .
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kinds, so that if any take i t under one kind , al

though a layman, he sins, because he acts against
Christ’s command . All partake Of both kinds, the

bread and the cup,
'

whether ecclesiastical, or lay

persons, men and women.

’”ie

4 . They do not turn the sacrament into as acri

fice , Offered for the quick and dead .

5 . They have no private massesi

6 . The doctrine of transubstantiation i s not re

ceived amongst them. They c onfess a true and

real presence in the Lord’s supper, but such a one

as faith offers, not such as the
’ devised transub stan

tiation vainly teachesj ;
7 . They admi t not the seven popish sacraments:
They own properly but three , baptism,

the Lord ’s
Supper, and penance .§

Prateol. Elenc. Haeret . p , 202. M e
’

kxoum 0
’
s Wav

'

lsc Exot
’

legou

etJ
‘

auc frwv ar ‘THJ
’

wm
’

lmn frgamfn, frou7a ag
'

lou, not ! free 71
‘

07nglou; 33mm:

mawfrmot fre Jed ! manor, avJ
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pec m uyuvameg. Confes . fid . Eccles .

Orient. cap . 9 .

t Ex liturgiis Graecorum et narrationibus horriinum fide dig

norum constat , nee missas privatas absque communicantibus ab
eis celeb rari solere , nec nllam in corum canone , sacrificii cor
poris et sanguinis Christi pro redemptione vivorum et

‘

mortuorum
oblati

,
mentionem fieri

,
85 0 . David Chytr. de Statu Eccles. p .

,

14 .

l
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8 . They admit mini sters’ marriage.

9 . They deny purgatory . It i s true the Greek
church do bel ieve that there i s a place distinc t from
heaven and hel l

,
where some departed souls are

lodged for a while . Their Opinion is
, that those

who l ived hol ily, and d ied in the Lord , go imme
diately to

‘

heaven, and the wicked who die without

repentance go presently to hel l ; but such as are con
verted at the end of the ir l ife are in another place,
in a middle condition, and for these they pray

,
but

yet they do not call th is purgatory . So Chytraeus.

And in their confession they utterly deny popish
purgatory ; for they affirm the punishment of such
departed souls as are neither in heaven nor in hell

,

“ i s not material , ne ither by fire , nor by any other

matter, but only from the affl iction and anguish of
their own consciences, remembering then what they
did ami ss , while they were in th is world.

”T How

ever far they are from the truth , yet they are far

also from purgatorial fire. For Alphonsus says,
“That i t i s one of the most known errors of the

Goufes . fidei Eccles. Orient. c . 11 . at David Chytraaus dc
Stat . Ecol . p . 14 .

t A eyet
froxvuv n Exc ava tor frnv ixelvwv n'
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& c . Alphons . A dver. Haeres . l ib . 12. p . 188.
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Greeks and Armenians, that they teach no place of

purgatory ,
”
&c.

10 . Though the Greeks dote too much upon
images of saints, yet they differ much from papists
in this point ; for they are against making any

image of God, which the papists do in the l ikeness

of an old man ; and

”

to other images they give (7mm)
honour, but . neither the worsh ip of Latria

,
nor

Dulia. They say God forbid
,

’

for these are only

to b e givento God .

1 1 . They carry not the sacrament in procession

about the streets , as the papists do , to be worshipped

by them that meet it
,
except they send it to the

si ck ; for, say they , it was not given to be carried

aboli t the streets , but religiously to b e received for

the remissmn of sins, according to the word of

God.

”T

12 . They hold the perfection and
'

sufficiency of

the Scripture ; that i t i s sacrilege to add any th ing

to it, or take away from it, and they contradict those

that do . j;
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1 42 THE NOVELTY OF POPERY .

containing the articles of the Christian faith ;
'

but

the Muscovites condemn and curse the Romans as
forsaking the prim i tive church , and breaking the
seven general synods. He may al so see their im

pudence in asking, Where our church and doctrines
were before Luther ? when there have been so many

churches, ever since the apostles’ times, that have,
though not w ithout many corruptions in many
th ings, yet held to the essential doctrines of the

Christian rel igion, and have not rece ived these doc e

trines of the church Of Rome
, which is but a l ittle

church in comparison of all the rest, amongst whom

our religion was before L uther.
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CHAPTER IV .

HAVING shown that the doctrines of the reformed
churches are the same that were taught by Christ
and hi s apostles , and that by many

,

after them long
before Luther ; the next th ing is to demonstrate that
popery is a novelty . This follows, indeed, by just
and good

~

consequence from what has hitherto been
said . For two doctrines

,
which are so contrary ,

yea, so contrad ictory
,
cannot both be true

, and

equally Old ; for truth must b e before error. But

yet, to prove that popery, as now framed , had not

i ts be ing til-l many hundred years after
'

Christ
,
I

shal l pick out some of the most material points of

popery
, (and i f these fal l the others cannot stand )

and give an account of the time when they first
came in. The rest , whose rise i s more uncertain,
though clear enough that they were not from the

beginning, nor long, long after, will not need such

large insisting on ; and yet in all, I must study bre

vity , which is a task that l ies upon me, and pinches

me hard all along in so OOp ious a subject as th is

position i s .
F i rst

,
I shall begin at the head— the supremacy

of the pOpe
— wh ich is indeed the head and heart Of

popery . Though by reason of age , gray hairs are
*Upon i t

, yet in comparison of true antiquity, it will

appear that the ir head is both raw and green; and
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i f the head b e young , the whole body cannot be

old . The witnesses to g ive in the ir testimony of

the minority of the pope , as h ead of the church , as

now claimed, are at hand, even six several councils ,
which have so po lled his head , and clipt his heard,
that he looks very young , and bears his age marvel

lously wel l ; for look upon him in the glass of true

history , and no man
“will bel ieve that he i s so old as

he brags to b e .

My first catalogue of w itnesses consists of three
hundred and eighteen grave ancient fathers, assem
bled in the first general counci l, that ever was s ince

the apostles ’ times
, at N i ce, in the year of our Lord

325 . In reading over the canons of th is council
,
I

fix upon two ,

’

which are ful ly and directly against
the pope ’s universal sovereignty and dominion over
all churches ; the one is against excommunicated
persons appeal ing , in any d iocese , to remote c hurch

es ; or be ing harboured or rece ived by them,
in these

words
“ Concerning persons excommuni cated

,
whether

they b e - of the clergy or the laity
,
let th is sentence

b e observed by the bishops of every province
, ac

cord ing to the canon
,
which sai th

,
that those who

are cast out by some
,
shal l not be admitted by

This t canon cl ips the power of the pope ,

Hep:
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power, authori ty , or equal ity in a universal and a

provincial bishop , accord ing to the ir Own doctrine.

2 . We as easily see, that what power the pope had,
is not by this council bottomed upon, and derived
from the Holy Scriptures, or succession from Peter,
but grounded only upon custom. N ot a word i s

here, of any divine right to that power or place in
which he t hen was, which was far inferior to what

he claims and usurps now . For the first three hun
dred years, then, a universal head had not risen, nor
was acknowledged in the church of God .

Secondly . The next catalogue ofwitnesses against

the universal sovere ignty of the bishop of Rome
,

has in it one hundred and fifty fathersrassemb le
‘

d at

Constantinople, (which Caranza
* says , i s one of the

four principal council s, and next after the council of
N i ce, whose authority i s already alle‘ged , ) about the
year 38 3 . These, in the ir first canon, ratified and

confirmed what was done in the N i cene council ,
and would have i t to be observed without Violation.

Moreover, they decreed “ That no bishop of any
diocese should go to any churches beyond their own
bounds

,
to meddle with them

,
nor confound or min

gle churches ; but, according to the
“ canons, the

b ishop of Alexandria should govern
’

what belongs

to Egypt ; and the bishops of the East only the East,
reserving the privileges by the canons of the coun
oil of N ice, to the church of A ntioch ; and the

Caranz a , p . 200 .
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bishops of the Asian diocese, should govern the

Asian d iocese only ; and the bishops of the d iocese

of Pontus , what appertains to that d iocese only ;
and so the bishops Of Thrace , should in Thrace .

A nd that no bishop of any d iocese should go , except
he be called to ord ination, or any other church dis

pensations. This canon, above written, concerning
dioceses

,
be ing kept, it i s manifest that those things

which appertain to each province
,
should be ordered

by the synod of that province , [if they had said , by
the ‘ b z

'

shOp of Rome, the universa l head , i t would
have made the papists’ hearts to leap with in them,

and made his hol iness smile ; but, alas ! they carried

i t qu ite another way , by the synod of the p rovince, ]
accord ing to the determ inations of the N i cene coun
cil.” ie A nd in the next canon they decreed , “That
the bishop of Constantinople

,
forasmuch as it i s new

Rome
,
should have the badges of honour next to the

bishop of Rome .

”
1
L From th is general counc il , we
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learn : 1 . That they vote against any one be ing
universa l head ; be cause , 2 . Every bishop was to

govern in his own diocese , and no other was to

meddle, except des ired , with any ecclesiasti cal mat

ters in another’s province . 8 . That the bishop of

Constantinople is made equal w i th the bishop of

Rome , save that his worsh ip ( I should have said
lordship

,
but that they w il l not th ink high enough ;

but I cannot help it, these two counc ils forbid me to

say head , ) should sit in the first place , or before the

other, which yet he m ight have done, without uni

versal jurisd iction. 4 . W e learn that the honour
which e ither Of them had , was not bo ttomed Upon
d ivine right ; but because they w ere bishops in the

imperial c ities. B ut here is not a w ord , Thou art
Pete r

,

”
Peter’ s successor,

”
aposto lical seat.

”

A l l this is very good ev idence that the pope is not

so old as to reach to the times of this council e ither .

Thirdly . The next catal ogue of w itnesses , that as

yet the bishop of Rome w as not universal head , con

sis ts of two hundred fathers, assembled in a general

counc il at Ephesus, in the year 4 3 1 ; or as others,
4 34

,
or thereabouts . This council is so full

,
that I

w onder how the papists, so many of them as have
se t forth so many vo lumes of councils, could w ith
patience write what so much made against them,

and yet go on in the ir error
,
challenging headship

from the apostles
’ times The canon declares the

occas ion of its constitution, II] this manner : Regi
nus

, our fellow bishop , and beloved of God, together
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had from the beginning b e secured to every pro
vince , pure and invmlable, accord ing to the ancient
custom ; every metropo l i tan having liberty to take
a copy of the acts for his own security . And - if any

one shall take a copy contrary in any th ing to what
i s now determined , it pleased all the holy and uni

versal synod that i t should be Thus
'

far th is
general counci l unanimously voted against one b i

shop’s meddling w i th or encroach ing upon the pro
vinces of

.
others ; call ing i t a new thing , &c. How

then was one bishop owned as head over all the
rest?
Fourthly . Another catalogue of six hundred and
th irty

,
according to Caranza, assembled in a general

council at Chalcedon in the year 45 1 . In their first
canon they ratify and confirm all the canons of the

former counc ils
, so that by the vote of these , they ,

to this year, are against the primacy and sovereignty

I
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Of any one bishop . In another canon they deter

mined , That if any clergyman had any difference
with his own, or another b ishop , i t should be tried
by the synod of the province ; but if there were any

controversy betwixt a bishop , or clergyman, and

the metropol itan of the province, he or they should

go to the diocesan or to the seat of the royal city of

Constantinople , and there have i t tried .

” SO then
appeal s to Rome hereby are cut off; and the same

i s ratified again in another canon of the same coun

cil. Again, they decreed , “That the church of Con

stantiHOple should have equal priv ileges w i th Rome
that as the fathers before them had given the pri

vilege to elder Rome
, because i t had the empire ,

so be ing moved by the same reason they gave
the same privileges to Constantinople , new Rome,
thinking it reason that the c ity which is honoured
with the empire and senate, should be al ike ad

vanced with old Rome , i n all ecclesiasti cal mat

ters.

”
1
L From whence i t plainly follows : 1 . That

what privi lege or precedency was given to Rome

E1 J
’

s m u xAnpmog (mpg /peat excl rwpo;
rrov tJtov, n ma «tape; E

fregav

imaxorwov ram/m
fr» a

'

uvod
'

w fr»; iw apxmc J
‘

maté
'

eadm: a Je ca po;
rrovTn;

daft»; ira mpxmg y efrgo
rw-éawnv, ifarwxorwo; n xmpmo; dy czaCn

frolv, mad.

Ad yCd VE'Tm, n
rrovEfs ov frnc J

‘

zomnaewc, n Tov fr»; m aeuouanc K ov

a nt acv
’

hvawwomwc Spovav, m ui7r
’
dorm;m é

’w . Codex. Can . Eccles .

Univers. Can . 187 . item Can. 195.

1 Tot la
'

otmi dfield dflevsl‘u otv rtw fr»; vex; Pawn; 50 t d Spam 2m

xptvov
'

lec fr»; Bz amem; m urrwv zawvdwoxa uovaxvmowCuwv fr» ”pu
r

e epacBarn ard? Pawn, mu iv frat; ixnmwxa rrmozg ti ; ixuvnvp syaAuvws au

flgd
‘

y‘u d a l , & c . Codex can. Eccles. Univers . Can. 206.
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w as not by reason of Peter’s supposed chair, but be
cause it was honoured with empire; so that in t he
j udgment of the ancientS

'

the pope had '

no d ivine
right .

_

2 . That the bishop of Constantinople .was

equal with the bishop of Rome in all
'

things, as also
were the metropo l itans of the Asian, and Thracian
d i oceses , and of Pontus . Then at this time he was

not yet universal b ishop .

F ifthly . Another evidence in th is cause i s the

council held at Antioch in the year 34 1 , the occa
sion whereof was th is. In the time of Julius
B ishop of Rome

,
in the Eastern church , several

bishops were deposed for d iver-s c auses by the ir
synods ; which bishops went to Rome

, and ac

quainted Julius with the ir whole estate and trouble;
Julius

,

Writes to the b ishops Of the East
,
tell ing

them,

“They had done
“

very ill to determine and

conclude any th ing against those bishops W ithout
his privity .

” When they rece ived th is, they - took
the correction of Jul ius for a contumely

, or slander,
and Summoned a counc il at Antioch . There as
soon as they had assembled together, they drew up
an epistle by uniform co ii sent of them all

,
wherein

they bitterly inve igh against Julius,
i

and signify
withal , That if any were bani shed the church

:
and

excommunicated by t he ir decree and censure, i t

was not his part to intermeddle , nor to sit in j udg

Euseb . Eccles. H ist. lib . 7. cap . 23
,
& c . et 36. Socrat lib .

2 . cap. 11 .
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ral Constant inopol i tan synod h eld in Trul, and by
pope Dionysius, and so has the authority“

of a gene

ral council and pope too ; therefore, with the
’

p
’

a

pists themselves, should be authentic . Caranz .

Sum. Concil. p . 1 65 . Euseb . lib . 7 . cap. 24 , et
’25 .

Surins Concil. tom . I . pag. 399 .

Sixthly .

‘

Anothe r full evidence that the bishop
of Rome was not owned as universal head , i s the

stout opposition made against it (in his early aspi

ring after it) , by two hundred and seventeen fathers

assembled , Augustine be ing one
,
and Aurel ius pre

sident, in the year
’

4 1 9 . The controversy then was

this : A p iarius, a priest in Africa, was, for his scan
dalous life, excommunicated , in an African synod .

Hereupon he fled to ‘

the bishop of Rome
,
who ah

solved him, and commanded him to b e restored to“

his place ; and Z osimus
,
bishop of Rome,

‘

to justify
this, claimed a right to rece ive appeals from all parts
of the world ; and for proof thereof, pretended a

certain canon of the N icene council , that gave i t
him. The council , not finding any such canon in
the decrees of the fathers at N i ce, sent away le tters
and messengers to the bishops of Constantinople,
Alexandria, and Antioch, requesting them to send
them the acts of the N icene council , fast closed and
sealed up, because they could not find a canon which
was alleged by the legates of the bishop of Rome,
From these they rece ived several copies , all agree
ing, but in none of them was found what Z osimus
had affirmed to b e in them ; so that he was shame
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fully
,
by all the council , convinced of forgery ; for

the copies taken out of the originals by Cyril of
Alexandria, and by Atticus of Constantinople

, &c.

had no such thing in them. Accordingly, the whole
council writing to Boniface I.

, his successor, (in
which letter they cal l Z osimus a man of unhappy

desired him “ to repel those that made
him [the bishop of Rome] the ir refuge, both be

cause there is no such constitution of the fathers ,
which so much derogated from the authority of the

African church , as also because the N i cene counci l
had evidently left the ordering of all inferiors to the
judgment of the i r metropol itan, and had determined
that all matters of controversy should rece ive their
final decision in the place where they began. For

how can a judgment given beyond the seas b e good
,

where witnesses necessarily required in such cases
,

cannot be present, e ither on account of their sex,
or age , or some other impediment ? Because i t i s
granted to every one to appeal to the councils of

the ir own provinces , or to a universal council .
Unless there should be any one that can think that

our God can inspire a justice Of trial into any one

man
,
and deny it to innumerable priests that are

assembled in council .” These letters of the council

to Boniface , of Cyri l of Alexandria to the counc il ,
and of Atti cus of Constantinople to the same

,
and

the copies Of the N icene council sent to them ,
and

the epistle of the council to pope Celestine , are in

the end of Codex Canon. Eccles . African. and in
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Surins
,
tom. 1 . p . 588 , &c . Thus much for their

letters ; now for the canons of the African church

against the headship Of the bishop of Rome .

“

In the

1 9th Canon : If any bishop be accused , the accuser
should bring his cause before the primate of the

province .

” Can. 23 .

“ That no bishop should go
beyond the sea, unless he had the consent o f the
bishop of the first seat of every province .

” Can.

28 .

“That if presbytersf deacons, and others, have

cbmplaint against the i r bishops, the ne ighbouring
bishops should hear them ; and if they would appeal
from them,

i t should not be to the j udgments of any

beyond the sea , but to the primates Of - the ir own

provinces, or to a general council
,
as

‘

was decreed
befo re concerning bishops. A s for those that shall

appeal beyond the -

sea, none shal l rece ive them into
communion in Africa.

” SO also Canon 125 .

So far, we see that the
‘

church of God curbed and
restrained the ambition of the bishop of Rome

, and

stoutly stood against the endeavours of aspiring an

tichrist. Yet
”

will I add one more ; and that i s of a

‘

Opcoiwg aged
-
av, {vat ofwwpeafw spo: m uoi J‘mxovot not : ofarom a: xx.

mammal , Ev a d; exwwv d ivini s, i av frat Jmacm mptat p ey qawv
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lau frwv
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t Ema

-
noo wv, of yetfrovec 371 10 1 00 01 dxpoa awv

'

lau a zflwv : xau Herd .

auvaugea
'

ew; frov idtov imaxod ov,
frat [4 27x511 (10 v Ju daic” of a gar

xatxcup evoz J? (i i/709V ima
'

xoo ot, J
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to si mu wept o
’

w
'

lwv 210 670 1701'w agexflv

vop z a
'wa'

tv, p mig uan a
-W71 1 etc frat macaw Tm; Sau nas”; Jma a frnpta , 60m :

a go;
rrave rwgw
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leuov
’

lxg TM iJ
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twv jea agxtwv, é ; m ufl ip!
«rawlawm an-m

«mu cous é pw
rm} oi J

‘

e 7rgocW
ipz p afllxx J

‘

ma wfrnpm Jtmxaxoum ot, e xpat

ouJ
‘

evog iv frn
’

A <ppmn Jexfiwa
'

lv w; xolvwvmv. Codex Can. Eccles.

African. Can. 28.
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God in his providence so ordering it, that the fol

lowing popes might b e condemne d out of the

mouths of their predecessors . Thei r sharpness
,

of

speech against thi s usurpation, was occas ioned by
John bishop ofConstantinople, surnamed the Faster,
who a ssumed to himself the t itle of universal bishop
about the year 580 ; about which time Pelagius II .

being bishop of Rome, wrote to all the bishops as

sembled at Constantinople in a synod called by John

the bishop
,

of that seat, saying , “That they ought

not to acknowledge John as universal b ishop , unless
they purposed to depart away from the communion
of all other b ishops z

” moreover, saying, “ L et no

patriarch use such a title , fOr if the chief patriarch

should be cal led universal , the name of a patriarch
would be taken away thereby from all others ; but
God forb id it should ever enter into the heart of a
Christian to assume any th ing to h imself, whereby
the. honour of his brethren should be debased . For

th i s cause I , in my epistles, never cal l any by that
name, for fear that by gi

‘

ving him more than is
his due, I might seem to take away that which -of

right belongs to h im. For the devi l Our adversary

goeth about l ike a roaring l ion, exercising his rage
upon the humble and meek- hearted, and seeking to

devo ur now , not the sheep- cotes, but the very prin
cipal members Of the church . For b e [John] comes
near to him of whom i t i s written

,
-This‘ i s he

which is king over all the ch ildren of pride : ’ which
words I speak f with grief of mind, seeirg our bro»
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ther and fellow bishop John
,
in despite [mark hi s

reasons against this head
, ] of the commandment of

our Saviour
, the precepts of the apostles

,
and canons

of the church, by this haughty name
,
makes him

self his [antichrist
’s] forerunner, and hereby goes

about [mark reader,] to attribute to h imself all

those th ings which belong properly to the head
h imself

,
that i s

,
Christ ; and by the usurpation of

th is pompous title
,
to bring under h is subjection all

the members of Christ.” A nd he warns them to

beware , lest th is temptation of Satan prevail over
them, and that they ne ither g ive nor take this title
of universal b ishopf

‘6

This i s a large testimony against
,
and a full con

demnation Of both name and ‘

Ofll CG of universal
bishop , and this by a bishop of Rome , b efore his

successor had usurped the same . A nd I m ight
infer

,
e ither that the following bishops of Rome

greatly err
'

in taking to themselves th is name and

Office , or else th is bishop of Rome was fall ible and

erred in a matter of faith
,
made now by them ne

cessary to salvation. L et them choose which alter

native they will , for one they must ; the i r principles

are wounded by it.

Nullus patriarcharum universalitatis vocabulo unquam uta

tur
,
qui a. S l unus patriarche universal is d ic itur , patriarcharum

nomen casteris derogatur ; sed absit hoc
,
absit fide lis cujus

quam mente
,
hoc sib i vel ve l le quenip iam arripere , unde hono

rem fratrum suoruni imminuere ex quantulacunque parte vi .

deatur
,
& c . Jus. Can . D ist. 99. Nullus Patriarcharum,

G los .
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After this Pelag ius (for the usurper was n ot ime

mediately after him, ) succeeded Gregory, called the
Great, about the year 590 , at which time John IV .

of Constantinople, still persisted
!

in claiming a nd
maintaining his title of universal bishop ; at which
Gregory being much grieved and offended, writes

to Constantia the empress against it ; saying, 1“ far be
i t that your time should b e defiled by the exaltation

of one man
,

” which he Speaks of as an insufferable

th ing ; and that by th is arrogancy and pride is por

tended that the time of antichrist is now at hand ;
and that John im itated him, [Lucifer] who making

light of that happiness which he had in common
with the other angels

,
wduld needs aspire to a sin

gularity above all the rest.” A nd writing to the

Triste tamen valde est j ut patienter feratur, quatenus de
spectis omnibus , prmdictus frater et coepiscOpus meus solus

conetur appellari episcopus. Sed in hac ejus a superb ia quid
aliud nisi propinqua jam -

antichristi tempora designatur ? quia
illum V idel icet imitatur, qui spretis in social i gaudio angelorum

legionibus , ad culmen conatus est singularitatis erumpere . Unde
per omnipotentemdominumrogo , ne pietatis vestrae tempora
permittatis unius hominis elatione maculari

,
neque tam perverso

vocabulo ullum quoquo modo prmb eatis assensum,
& c . Gre

gor. Mag. ad. Constant. l ib . 4 . Epist. 34 . Cunct is ~ Evangelium

scientibus l iquet , quod Petrus universal is apostolus non vocatur,
et V ir sanctissimus consacerdos meus Johannes voceri univer
sal is episcoPus conatur ; exclamare coni pellor, ac dicere , O tem
pora ! O mores ! et tamen sacerdotes

, vanitatis sibi nomina ex

petunt , et novis ac prophanis vocabulis gloriantur, & c . Nullus

Romanorum pontificum unquam hoc singularitatis vocabulum

assumsit
,
nec uti consensit

,
& c . Quis est iste

, qui contra sta

tuta evangelica , contra canonum decreta
,
novum sibi usurpare

nomen praasumit
? Idem. ibid. ad Mauritium. Epist. 32.
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others ; for as that wicked one would seem as God,

above all men, SO will th is man exalt h imself above

all bishops .” He plainly declares , “That
'

noneof

the bishops of Rome ever assumed that word Of

s ingularity ,
” 810 . A nd th i s same Gregory, writing

to John Of Constantinople, deals roundly and plain

ly with him,
saying , “When thou wast called to

the Offi ce of a bishop , thou saidst, That thou wast

not worthy to be called ~ a bishop , and now thou

wouldst have none a bishop but thyself. What
wilt thou answer unto Christ , who i s the true head

Of the universal church, in that
'

day of j udgment,
seeing that by this name

,
of universa l thou seekest

to enthral all the members of his body unto t hy

self? Whom dost thou 1mitate here in
,
save only

him
, who in contempt of those legions of angels,

which were his fel lows, sought to mount aloft to

the top Of singularity , where he might be subject to
none , and all others subject to
But x did he not raise all thiS '

stir, and make all

this opposition, because John had antic ipated him
because he had not this name and title himself9T

Qui enim indignam te esse fateb aris
,
& c .

—nec stulto ac su

perho vocabulo appel lat i consentias
,
—i nt cuncta brevi cingulo IO

cutionis astringam : sancti ante legem ,
sancti sub lege , sancti

sub gratia , omnes hi perficientes corpus Domini , in memb ris
sunte cclesiae constituti , e t nemo se unquam universalem vocare
voluit , & c . Idem. ibid . ad Johan. Constantinop . Epist. 38 .

t N
‘

unquid ego , hac inre
, piissime domine

, prOprlam caus
defendo ? nunquid specialem injuriam vindico ? et non magis
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since as he is said to be the best of all the bishops
Of Rome that came after him

, SO the worst of all

that were before him. Hear What he says, writing
to Eulogius, bishop of Alexandria

° You have been
careful to advertise me, that you forbear now to

write to any by those proud names which Spring
merely from the root of vanity ; and yet Speaking
to me, , you say as you commanded .

’ L et me, I
pray

‘

you, hear no more Of th is word command; for

I know well enough what I am,
and what you are.

In degree you are my brethren, and in manners you
are my fathers : wherefore I commanded you no

th ing, only I advised you, what I thought fittest to
be done ; and yet I do not find that you have per
fectly Observed that which I desired to leave deep

est graven in your remembrance ; for I told you,
that you should not write in any such manner e ither

to me
, or to any other, and yet in the very preface

Of your epistle , you cal l me by that name Of pride

and vanity, ‘ universal pope ;
’ which I would en

treat you to forbear hereafter, see ing that yourselves
lose, whatever you give unduly to another. For

my part, I seek to increase in virtues
,
and not in

vanity Of titles . That adds noth ing to my honour,
which I see taken from my brethren. My honour

is the honour of the universal church , and the sound

vigour Ofmy brethren. For if you cal l me univer

sal pope, you deny yourselves to be that which in

causam omnipotentis Dei et causam universal is ecclesite ? Idem
ad Maurit. Epist . 32.
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deed you are, in that you call me
‘ universal. But

God forbid , let us rather put far from us these
words, which puff up pride and vanity

, and wound

charity to the. death .

’ i t

Thi s is that Gregory, bishop Of Rome
,
Who was

so vehement in his writing against the name and

Office of universal bishop, that after his death , the
Romanists would have burnt his works, had not one
Peter, a deacon, restrained them by afii rmi

‘

ng to

them ,

“That he Often saw the Holy Ghost, in the

form of a dove , si tting upon the head Of Gregory,
while he was writing them.

” This i s that Gregory
who so earnestly cried down a universal bishop ,
that pope Gregory XIII . could not answer, but by

giving this Gregory the flat lie . (PlessmuSJ
‘

But

what follows from that learned authoritative confu

tation, but that the bishop Of Rome is fallib le
, and

may err ? For if Gregory the Great spoke tru th ,
then Gregory XIII . spoke fal se , in saying his

j

doc

trine was a lie . If Gregory XIII . spoke true, in
saying the other l ied , and that in a matter of faith

made necessary to salvation, then Gregory the Great
greatly erred , in a matter that concerned the uniJ

versal church . L et them take which horn of the

Indicare
‘

vestra b eatitudo studuit
,
& c . Nam dixi nec mihi

VOS, nec cuiquam alteri tale a l iquid scrib ere debere , et ecce in
pra fatione epistolm,

quam ad meipsum qui prohib ui , direxisi is ,
superb ae appellationis verbum ,

universa lem‘

me papam di centes,
imprimere curastis. Quod peto dulcissima mihi sanctitas v

l

é stra

ultra non faciat
,
& c . Idem Epist. l ib . 7. Epist. 30. See also

l ib . 4 . Epist. 36. lib . 6 . Epist . 5 : 24 . 28 . 30
,
and 31.
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bishop of Rome, who had Opposed the title of uni

versal head, departed out Of this / life , and Sabinian,
a mal i cious detra ctor of Gregory and his works, suc

ceeded him, and continued bishop of Rome scarce

two years ; after whom succeeded Boniface III . ,
about the year 60 5, who l ived not (as some say)
above ei gh t months , or as others, but a year, after
he was bishopof Rome. But, in that time, ~ he oh

tained what he aimed at ; for the murder committed
by Phocas upon the emperor Maurice, being not
approved of by the bishop of Constantinople, Pho

cas sought to establish himself in the empire , gotten

by blood , by the friendship of the bishop of Rome.

Boniface, making great offers of his service to Pho
cas, took th is Opportunity to des ire of him, that he
and his successors after him, should b e called uni

versal head Of all the churches of Christ, and that
the church Of Rome thenceforward should have the

pre
-eminence, and b e head of all other churches.

The terms were agreed Upon. The murderer, Pho

cas, was confirmed ln—his usurpation, and the asp i
ring Boniface rece ived the title Of umversal bishop
Of all Christian churches. A nd thi s is acknow
ledged by the ir own historiansfi"e

From all which , you
’ clearly see , that it was not

ti ll after the six hundredth year from Christ
,
tha t

Q uo tempo’

re intercesserunt quaedam odiorum fomenta in

ter eundem Phocam imperatorem atque Cyriacum Constantino
politanum . Hinc igitur in

'

CyriacumPhocas exacerb atus in ej us
Odium imperiali edicto sancivit, nomen universal is decere ‘

Ro
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the bishop Of Rome had th is title conferred upon
him ; and that he came not to i t by divine right, not
made SO by God, nor called and chosen to i t by a

general council of fathers, but by a trai tor and a

murderer. The pope giving his help to keep the
usurper in the saddle

,
by way of requital , this wicked

and tyrannical emperor lifts the pope up into the

chai r. P ar nob i lefra trum

A S his name and Offi ce Of universal b ishop is
new,

SO are those other accumulative , pompous, and
some Of them b lasphemous titles, not fit to be given
to any mortal man. For of Old,

’

it was not so ; for

Peter, whose successor he pretends to be
,
had no

such names nor titles, but styled himself a fellow
presbyter, 1 Peter v . 1 . A nd the canons of the

Afri can church of old were , that “ the bishop Of the

first seat [that was Rome
,] should not b e called

prince of priests, or head priest, or any such like

name , but only the bishop of the first Ca

ranz a,
’

r in his annotations upon this canon, says

manam tantum modo ecclesiam ,
tanquam quae caput esset om

nium ecclesiarum ,
solique convenire Romano pontifici ; non

autem episcopo Constantinopolitano , qui sibi illud usurpare prte
sumeret . Quod quidem hunc Bonifacium papam tertium ab

imperatore Phoca ob tinuisse
,
cum Anastasius B ib liothecarius ,

tum Paulus diaconus tradunt. Spondan , Epitom. Baron. Anna].
in annum 606.

‘

Q a
' rre G

'

OV frnc ta
-

pw
frnc a ecfpa ; iw laxow ov ,

un M ywS
'

au dfac oy

fra r Iepewv n d xgor fspm , n
(rotor/70 frgon

'

ov fr: w e're. dAM t ,u ovovEmtaxm ov

rrncngw
’

rnc a eJ
‘

pac. Codex Canon . Eccles. Afric . Can . 39.

t Caranz . Sum. Conc il . Carthag. 3 . Can . 26.
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That the African church could not give laws to
the universal church , and therefore by this canon

neither didn or could forbid the calling Of the bishop

Of Rome, prince of priests,
”
810

.
But they could

decree, that they would never cal l him so
,
nor Own

him for such , which Shows that by them he was

not
-

so advanced . But thei r own canon law* for

bids that the bishop of Rome Should b e ‘

called
'

uni

versal . A nd the sixth council at ConstantinOple,
'

l

ratify ing the decree Of the 1 50 fathers formerly
assembled in that city

,
and of the 680 fathers assem

bled at Chalcedon, also agreed w ith them and de

creed, “ That the bishop of Constantinople should
have equal privi lege with the b ishop of Rome, and

have equal power in all ecclesiastical matters
‘

with

him,
only that he b e the second to the bishop -Of

Rome ; and after the bishop Of Constantinople, the
bishop ofAlexandria should have the next seat ; and
next to him, the bishop of Antioch ; and next to
him, the bishop of Jerusalem.

” By all which ap

pears that the bishop of Rome was not head of all

the rest, the prince of priests, but that all the respec t
that he had above the rest

,
was to sit down in the

first seat, whi ch is noth ing at all to hi s universal
j urisd iction ; and then he had not those titles that

now are given to him ; 1 . A S head over all priests,

Nec etiam Romanus pontifex universalis est appellandus.

D istinct. 99 . c . nec etiam.

t Surius in Concil. tom. 2. pag. 1046 . Concil. Constantinop.

Can . 36 .
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cian, &c . HistorianS
'

tell us, that when Once the

emperors began to be Christians , from that time for

ward the church afi
'

airs depended upon them,
and

the greatest councils were assembled, and SO stil l

are, at the ir appointment. SO Socrates .* A nd in

the council of Constance , (which Caranz af says was

general, held A . D . 14 0 0
,

, and which deposed three

popes, Gregory XII . , Alexander V .
,

- John XXIV .)
and again in the counci l Of Basil , which began in

the year 1 4 3 1 , i t was decreed , “ That a synod has
its power immediately from Christ, to which every

one, of what state soever or d ignity he b e , yea, even
the pope himself ought to b e obedient

,
which if he

b e not, but shal l contumaciously contemn the de

crees, statutes, a nd ordinances Of the council
, except

he repent, he shall suffer condign punishment, though
i t b e the pope himself.”1 A nd this council of Con
stancewas confirmed by pope Martin V . ,

Sess . 4 5 .

and the other at Basil , by pope N i colas V.

From all th is it appears , that the main essential

point of popery is a mere novelty
,
not having

ginated ti ll after the s ixth century after Christ
, and

not attained to its full power ti l l several hundred

years after this . SO that I may with V oetius, con

Eccles . Hi st . lib . 5 . prooem .

Caranz . Sum . Concil . p . 824
,
825 .

i Primo declarat synodus , quod ipsa potestatem a Christo
1mmediate habe t, cui quilib et cujnscunque status vel digni tatis ,
etiam si papalis existat

,
Ob edire ten‘

etur
,
& c . Cone . Constan.

Sess. 4 , 5 . et Conc . Bas il . Sess . 2 . 16. 18 .
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fidently affi rm, that in the first S ix centuries
,
there

was NO CHURCH , NO ONE DOCTOR , NO ONE MARTYR ,
NO C ONF E SSOR , NO ONE

“

FAM ILY , NO , NOR ONE MEM
B ER

,
OF THE CHURCH , E ITHER IN THE WE ST

,
OR IN

A NY OTHER PART OF THE W ORLD , THAT W A S PRO
PE RLY A ND FORMAL LY A PAP IST. What i s then
become of the ANTIQUITY Of POPERY? for there can

not
'

be so m uch as one formal papist
,
Where the es

sentials of popery are not ; as where the essentials
Of a man are not, there i s no man actual ly existent.

But the pope, as universal head , is an essential part
Of the popish rel igion

,
W ithoutw hich (according to

thei r doctrine ) the church is no church , nor any

one a member thereof, that does not own him and

submit to him. Therefore the pope not be ing till

after the sixth century , so long there was not one

papist, formally and properly , in the Whole World !

This be ing the main pillar Of popery , I have in

sisted the longer to prove the novelty Of it ; for this

falling, the whole fabric tumbles down : as therefore

i t i s not necessary that I Should be so large in the

rest, I Shal l but name what follows .

Secondly . The forbidding Ofm ini sters’ marriage

i s a mere novelty . For as thei r own authors say ,

Syrl c ius
at b ishop of Rome , Who l ived about the year

388 , was the first that forbad it ; yet i t was not then

Syricius primus sacerdotibus et d iaconis circiter annum sa

lutis 388
,
conjugio interdixit—Non ante pontifi catum Gregorii

VII. Anno 1074 , connubium adimi sacerdotibus occ identalibus

potuit. Polyd . V irg. de Invent . rer. l ib . 5 . cap . 4 .
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received and practised as a duty for them to abstain
from marriage, but liberty Of marrying was never

denied them till Gregory VII . came to be pope in
1 0 74 , who yet was resisted

,
as one that brough t in

a new custom,
never rece ived before ; and the b i

shops Of Italyf
‘ Germany and France met together,

and for th is decreed that he had acted against Chris

tian piety, and deposed him
,
because among other

th ings, h e had d ivorced men from - the ir wives, de
nying such as had their lawful wives to be priests ;
when

"

yet at the same he admitted to the altars,
whoremongers, adulterers and incestuous persons;

Bellarmine h imself and other popish]
L doctors

grant, yea, he proves by arguments
,
that by the.

law Of God i t is not forbidden that m inisters should

marry, and that for many hundred y ears the church

of Rome perm itted Greek priests to have and dwell

with their w ives .

Thirdly . That religious wo rsh ipping Of images

has not been of Old in the church Of God
,
non re

ceived and owned by councils, (for what parti cular

persons and hereti cs in th is point have done is not
in th is controversy so much to be minded ) nor

practised in the church for some hundred years

after Christ , there i s sufiicient evidence . B i shop
Usher in his answer to the Jesuit’s chal lenge , says :

Magdeb . cent . 1 1 . pag. 389.

t Aquin . 2 da. 2 dae . Q . 88. art . 11 . Cajet . Opuscul. tom. 1 .

Tract . 27 . Sotus l ib . de Justitia Q. 6 . art. 2. in Bellar . de

C leri c . l ib . 1 . cap . 18.
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same time that the N i cene council was, and before

the other three. A nd i t should seem that they

were not worshipped in the church of Rome itself,
for six hundred years after Christ, by the epistle

“

of

Gregory the Great to Serenus bishop ofMarse illes ,
"16

who had broken down images, and cast them out Of

his church
,
when he perceived some to begin to

dote upon them too much . Though he reproves

him for breaking them, yet he commends him for

his zeal , and says,
“ that nothing made with hands

should be worshipped— that though the people might

have had them,
whereby to gather the know ledge

Of the history , yet they might nOt Sin in worsh ip

ping the picture .

” Judge if it w ere l ikely that at

that t ime religious worship was given to images at
Rome, when the bishop thereof condemned it as a
sinful thing

,
and commends others for being against

it. A nd though cardinal Bel larm ine was of Opinion,
That i t i s lawful to picture God in the church in

the
[

shape Of a man, and the Ho ly Ghost in the form
of a dove,

”
yet a greater and one more ancient than

he, was against it
,
namely

, pOpe
'

Gregorfy II . Whose
epistle is quoted by B aronius

,
upon the year 726 ,

Indico dudum ad nos pervenisse quod fraternitas vestra quos
dam imaginum adoratores aspiciens , easdemecclesiae imagines
confregit atque projecit , et quidem z elum V OS, ne quid manu

factum adorari possit , habnisse laudavimus . Tua fraternitas
,

ab carum adoratu populum prohibere debui t ;
l

et populus in
pictures adoratione minime peccaret .

- Greg. Mag . Epis . lib . 7 .

Ep . 109.
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whence i t seems there was no such picture i n the
church Of

’

Rome at that time ; for, says that pope,
In the church , God is not represented before men

’s

eyes, and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ i s not
drawn 1 11 colours, because God

’s nature cannot be
painted out, or put in

Moreover , at a council of 338 fathers
,
held at

Constantinople
,
in the year 754 , they were solemn

ly condemned ; and when they were set up by the
second council at N ice, in the year (787 they were
degraded again o f the ir honour by the council Of

Francfort in the year 794 .

Durant purposely sets h imself to give us all the

councils that have approved the use and veneration

Of images ;Tand says , the first that did SO was the

sixth counci l at Constantinople , (which was in the
time Of pope Agatho , about the year and

quotes the 8 3d, but it i s the 82d canon, i; where the
picture of Christ i s commanded to b e made in the
Shape of a man ; but turning to the place , I find

plainly that th is canon does not at all command any

Cur tandem Patrem Domini Jesu non oculis Sll lCimlJS ac

pmgimus ? quoniam qu1s S it non novimus , B e ique natura spec
tanti proponi non potest ac pingi .
t Durant. de ritib . p . 31 .

1 Christi Dei nostri instar hominis characterem etiam in

imaginibus deinceps pro ve teri agno statui jubemus , ut per

ipsum verb i Dei humiliationem mente comprehendentes , ad

memoriam quoque ojus in carne conversationis , ejusque pas

S1oms
,
e t salutaris mortis deducamur, ejusque quce ex eO facta

est mundo redemptionis. Conc . Constant. V I. Can. 82.
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worship to b e given to i t, but only recommends the

use Of i t, as an aid to the memory , which is noth ing

to the popish cause of worshipping images. He

next refers to a second N icene counci l , which yet
was 787 years after Christ, so that th i s migh t pass

for a novelty .

Fourthly. The doctrine of purgatory
,
by the con

fession Of papists themselves , i s ranked among the

novelties brought into the church ; for one of them

says , “N O true bel iever now doubts Of purgatory,
”

whereof notwithstanding among the ancients there
i s very li ttle or no mention at all . The Greeks

al so, to thi s day , do not bel ieve that there i s a pur

gatory . L et who will read the commentaries of

the ancient Greeks, and SO far as I see , he Shall find
very rare mention of purgatory, or none at all.

A nd the Latins d id not all Of them together rece ive
the truth Of thi s matter, but b y l ittle and l ittle ;
neither indeed was the faith e i ther Of purgatory or

pardons so needful in the prim itive church
, as i t

now Thus far a papist, and an ingenuous 0 113

too, though it is rare to find one that will without par
tial ity Speak the truth ; which Bellarmine does not
use to do , for he says quite the contrary, “That all
the fathers, both Greek and Latin, have constantly
taught from the apostles’ times that there i s a pur

Nemo certe dub itat orthodoxus
,
an purgatorium sit

,
de quo

tamen apud priscos , nulla vel quhm rarissima fiebat mentio sed

et Graecis ad hunc usque diem’

,
non est creditum esse

,
&c .

Johan . Ross . apud Polyd . V irg . de Invent. Rerum
,
l ib . 8. cap . 1 .
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saying , Because we are redeemed by the grace of

our Creator, We have the heavenly gift, that when

we are withdrawn from the habitation of our flesh ,
we are presently brought to the heavenly recom

A nd though in the writing of th is pope

there i s some mention of purgatory for smaller sins,

yet it i s not the same that the papists now assert ;
for in his dialogues he Speaks of the purgation Of

souls m baths , in r ivers , and wind ; and it was first

bottomed upon visions and revelations, and fe igned

stories Of departed souls appearing to others in th is

But above 20 0 years after these pretended vi sions,
the council of A qui sgran

’

r Show that th is was not a

general ly r ece ived doctrine, for they sum up all the

punishments infl icted by God for Sin to th is l ife,
and they mention two ways ; b ut the th ird,

”
say

they,
“
after th is l ife , i s very fearful and terrible,

wh ich by the most just judgment Of God shal l be
executed , when he shal l say ,

‘ depart from me ye
cursed into everlasting fire , prepared for the devi l
and his angels . ’ A nd yet further to discover the
novelty of purgatory , that it was above a thousand
years the Opinion of somemen only , and not an arti cle

Quia authoris nostri g ratia redempti sumus , hoc jam coales

tis muneris hab emus
,
ut cum a carnis nostraa hab itatione sub

trahimur
,
mox ad ccelestia praemia ducamur. Gregor. 1 . ln

Job 20 .

t Capit. A quisgran . Conc . ad Papinum Miss . l ib. 1 . cap . I.

q uoted by bishop Usher, A nsw. to Jes. Chal l . p . 177.



THE NOVELTY OF POPERY . 179

Of fai th generally rece ived , the saying Of Otto Fri

gensis, writing in the year of our Lord 1 14 6
,
gives

evidence . H is words are these
,

“ That there i s in
hel l a place of purgatory, wh erein such as are to be

saved are e ither only troubled with darkness or

decocted with the fire of expiation
,
SOME A F

FIRM . Mark reader, all did not teach so, nor
the most

,
but some only .

F ifthly . That the pope ’s indulgences are a mere
novelty , of which the church Of God for many hun
dred years knew noth ing , we need look for no

further evidence , than the plain confession of pa

pists themselves, amongst whom I find Alphonsus
making plain and full confession, about these indul

gences and pope’s pardons, saying , That Of all the
matters treated of in h is whole book

,
there i s not

one Of which the Scripture i s more S ilent, not one

that the ancient writers Speak less Though

Esse apud inferos locum purgatorium ,
in quo salvandi vel

teneb ris tantum aflic iantur
,
vel expiationis igne decoquantur,

QUIDAM afi
'

erunt . O tto Frig . l ib . 8. Chro . c . 26. apud eun

dem.

t Inter omnes res de quibus in hoc opere disputamus , nul la
est quam minus aperte sacraa literm prodiderint , et de qua minus
vetusti Scriptores dixerint , neque tamen hac occasione sunt con
demnandae [indulgentiae quod carum usus in ecclesia videatur
sero receptus : quoniam multa sunt posterioribus nota

,
ques

vetusti i lli Scriptores prorsus ignoravcrunt . Quid ergo mirum

S i ad hunc modum contigerit de indulgentiis , ut apud priscos
nulla Sit de e is mentio ? Ets i pro indulgentiarum approbatione

sacrae Scriptures testimonium apertum desit
,
tamen qui contem

nit
,
hazreticus meri to censeatur

,
& c . Alphons. de Castro . A d

ver. Haeres . lib . 8 . titul . Indulgentia .
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he would not have them therefore to be sl ighted ,
because the use Of them has been but lately rece ived ,
because [mark what he says, ] many things are

known to posterity , which the ancient writers were

altogether ignorant Of. What need
'

we wonder
then, if th is be so in the matter of indulgences that

among the ancients there is no mention of them at

all ?” Really this d id me good to read,
”

for I like
that men Should be ingenuous, and Speak the plain
truth . Yet when I read further, and

”

saw that,
though he acknowledges there i s nothing for it in
the Scripture , nor in the ancient fathers, yet he says
that those who set l ight bythem,

or despise them,

should be j udged hereti cs ,
” I thought his z eal had

carried him too far. This papist makes no attempt

at all to go highe r than pope Gregory L ,
in the lat

ter end of the s ixth century , when he says , It is
said that b e granted some indulgences ;

”
and from

thence he sl ides as far as the Lateran council
,
which

was in the year Of our Lord 12 1 5
, according to

Caranza, and from thence to the council Of Con
stance under pope John XXIV .

,
which was after

the year Of our Lord 14 0 0 . A nd this is all the an

tiquity that he pretends to , from whose confession,
we might safely place this among the young doc
trines and practi ces held and used in the church of
Rome:

But let us try another Of them whose business in
h is book is to give the first r i se, and beginning of
th ings . He also does not attempt to rise higher
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i s not th is a plain case ? Can we desire clearer evi

dence Of the novelty of the pope ’s pardons, by

which he begu iles so many souls, and gets so much

money into his treasury ? Be ing SO much in the
dark himself, he consults another to seek rel ief; and

the th ird says, It may b e many will put no great
trust in these indulgences , because their use isbut

lately come into the church , and i s so found but a
l ittle while ago ; t o whom I say , - it i s not certain

who first began them ; there was, h owever, SOME
Very ancient use of but of this he Speaks
doubtingly , and gathers i t only by inference . But

thi s pop i sh author whom we cited before , confessmg
the novelty of purgatory , concludes from thence the

novelty of pOpishp ardons ; for, says he, “A s long

as there was no fear of purgatory
,
no man sought

indulgences , for all the account Of indulgence de
pends on purgatory . If you deny purgatory , what

need Of indulgences ? Indulgences began after men

were frighted with the pains Of purgatory .

’”
r Thus

,

mei est muneris , quaaritans , non reperioante fuisse , quod sciam
,

quam divus Gregorius ad suas stationes id prmmii proposuerit .

Polydor V irgil . de Invent . Rerum l ib . 8. cap . 1 .

Multos fortasse movet indulgentiis istis non usque adeO

fidere , quod e

'

arum usus in ecclesia videatur recentior’

,
et admo

dum serO apud Christianos repertus , quibus ego respondeo,non

certo constare a quo primum tradi cceperint , fuit tamen ,
non

nullus earum usus
,
ut aiunt

,
apud Romanos vetustissimus

,
quod

ex stationibus intelligi potest .
t Q uamdiu nulla fuerat de purgatorio cura , nemo quaesivit in

dulgentias , n
‘

am ex i llo pendet omnis indulgentiarum existima
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out Of the mouths Of these three witnesses of the ir
own, we might let this pass for one of the young er

sort, and set i t amongst its fellows .
Sixthly . I may conclude the same Of prayer for

the dead ; . for if purgatory be but a late device, and
indulgences granted for the ir de l iverance be but
late, prayer for them to b e del ivered out Of purga
tory , (which is supposed in the manner Of the pa

pists
’ prayers for departed souls) , cannot b e Of a

longer standing, as the ir bishop before quoted right

ly argued .

What/ might b e alleged for the antiquity of pray

ing for the dead , used indeed in the church former

ly , i s noth ing to the popish prayers used now ; for
i t i s most evident, that they did not pray in relation
to the i r be ing in purgatory , which they understood

not, nor do the ir prayers express any such th ing,
but rather the contrary , Of the ir being at rest, which
they could not have in purgatory . Therefore

,
what

soever prayers they were , or to what end
,
i s not

my work at present to inquire . Unti l they be
proved to be such as popish prayers for the dead,
the latter will stand sti ll among the young er prae

tices Of the church Of Rome .

Seventhly . A S for the novelty Of praying to

saints, cardinal Du Perron (a man that would have

tio . Si tollaS purgatorium , quorsum indulgentns opus erit ?

Cmperunt ig itur indulgentiae , pos tquam ad purgatorii cruciatus
aliquandiu trepidatum est. Johan . Rofl

'

en . in Luther. ibid .
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found i t, if there had been. any such practice in the
primitive churches) freely acknowledges, as : M Ol i

neus who traced him in hi s book '

aflirms
,
that as in

the Holy Scriptures there i s ‘ ne ither command nor

example for the invocation of saints ; so l ikewi se in

the writings Of the fathers , that have wri tten b efore

the first four councils, [which brings us to the year

4 5 1 ] no trace i s to be found of that invocation .

” it

The d istinction between the saints’ intercession
,

and the invocation of: saints, Should
‘

be carefully
heeded ; for whether the saints in heaven prayafor

the church on earth , and whether the church on

earth might pray to the saints in heaven, are widely

different questions. Th at in the first ages it was
accounted idolatry to invocate angels, was rdmen
mined in z the thirty-fifth canon o f the z L aodiman

council befo re quo ted

8 ; To Show the novelty Of transubstant
i

ation;
that the bread is not turned into ‘ the flesh Of Christ

,

I need not stand long : for Scotus doe s it for '

fme ,

who says : “ That th is was not a doctrine no f
'

faibh,

before the Lateran : which was ina the

year 12 1 5 . Bellarmine takes not i ce Of thi sgand gis

offended at, and helps the matter as well as he can,

by ment ioning one . council
, (and he names no more ,

which he would have done
,
doubtless, i f he could,)

and that is a council at Rome under Gregory VII .
,

who was pope in the year 1 0 73 ; SO that according

Molin . Nove lty of Popery
, pag . 388 .

t Be llar . de Enchar. lib . 3. cap . 23 .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


186 THE NOVELTY or POPERY '

.

(non obstante) notwithstanding ; for this it
‘

was call

ed deservedly by one Conci lium Now-obstantiense,

i nstead of Constantiense.

’

A nd yet after this, the

counc il of Basil granted the use
'o f t he cup . .to l th

'

e

Bohemians ; and again the counc il of) Trent denied
i t ; . so that: infa ilz

'

b le popish councils c an ‘

say and

unsay, do and undo, and tha
’

tv in matters of faith

10 . The a doration of the , sacrament 'was a fter

the doctrine of transubstantiation ; for the reason of

their worsh ipping of i t,
‘i s because i t is changed into

Christ’s body and blood . The first then being new;
the other cannot b e old . The first was b rought in

as an article of fai th
,
in the time t of Innocent ILL , m

the year 1 2 1 5 ; and the kwor
'

shipping of ' i t
,
in the

time of Honorius III; ih -the year 12 16 s? Behold
its antiquity '

1 1 . The practice of the pepe
i
s : canonizing : of

saints , is a new invention, by the ~

confession of Bel

larmine himselffi who acknowledges that t ha first

pope that he
‘

evenzreads of
, as icanomz ang saints; was

L eo III . , 80 0 _years after Christ . A nduthe rzsam

cardinal says : “ That no saints
'

mightnbe pub licly
invocated , who are not

‘canonized '
1 by the

Put both together, and i t will gnake a clear couse

quence, that invocation of saints , at least publicly ,

B eerot. Greg. IX. l ib . 3 . tit . 4 1 . cap . 10.

‘
r Primus pontifex . (ni forte failor) qui sanctos legatnr cane

niz asse
,
videtur fuisse L eo papa III . ; antequam fortassefuerunt.

eliee , sed nonmihi constat . Bellar. de Sanct. Beat. l ib . 1 . cap . 8. .
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was : not for ; 80 0 : years~' -after Christ, by the confes

sionsof the papists themselves.
But whither -do *I tend ? Tomunn overv all parti

l

culars controverted bebweenv us and z '

them, would

sooner swell into a folio , . than
”

be contalned' finf a

smal l duodecimo . I can therefore but name some

other points , and defy the
'

papists to Show, that for
five; six; seven hundred, yea, some for a thousand
years after Christ, they were generally owned; or
rece ived in ‘ the church of Christ.

12 . The infall ibil ity of the bishop zof:Rome .

1 3 . That the church ofRome = is the only church ,
founded by God himself, or that the church of Rome

i s the cathol i c church .

14 . That there i s no salvation out of the Roman
church .

That all that the church of
'

Rome del ivers is

to be' bel ieved . whether i t be written in the word

of God, or not.

1 6 . That the pope , or church of Rome, has power

and authority to make doctrines of. faith
,
necessary

to salvation, that are not contained : in' the Scripture .

17. That the pope of Rome alone
, or his counc il

alone , or pope and counci l together, are the ~judge of

controversies , to whom appeals from all the churches
must be made , and in whose decisions all are bound
to acquiesce .

That the p ope of Rome might judge all, but

be ‘

judged
' by none

,
nor be 'b lamed, though hc should

lead souls by troops to hell .



188 THE NOVELTY or POPERY .

1 9 . That the pope of Rome has temporal j uris

di ction over princes, kings, and emperors, to depose
them from the ir thrones, dispose of their crowns

,

and absolve their subjects from their oaths of alle

giance to their lawful princes .

20 . That the pope of Home has authority to

d ispense with the law of God ; to make that law

ful which God forbids, and that evil which God

commands .
2 1 . That the power of call ing general councils i s
inherent in the pope .

22 . That the pope by himself, or legates, ought

to be president in such councils .
2 3 . That all that general counc ils determine with

out his authoritative ratification, is of no. force, but

void .

24 . That the Scripture is imperfect and insufii

cient, not containing in i t all th ings necessary to
salvation

,
nor for the refuting of all heresies .

25 . That it - i s not lawful to interpret Scripture,
contrary to the sense of the church of Rome .

26 . That the church does not depend upon the
Scrip ture, but the authority of the Scripture, even

quoad nos, upon the testimony of the church of

Rome .

27. That the Scripture ought not to be translated
into the vulgar tongue .

28 . That the common people are to be debarred
from reading the Scriptures , except they have a

l icense from the bishop.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 90 THE NOVELTY OF POPERY .

36 . That the satisfactory works of the saints

may be communi cated and applied to others ;
'

or

that there are works of supererogation.

37 . That ab solution ‘ by a priest is so necessary

to salvation that persons bel ieving in ChriSt are

damned
,
if they die before they are absolved by a

priest.
38 . That the confirmation of bishops, and insti

tution of archbishops by the pal l are to be sought

from the pope of Rome, from all parts of the world ;
without which they are no such '

officers , and none

can without sacrilege execute the ir offi ce .

39 . That in baptism there i s an impl ic i t
‘

vow of

obedience to the pope of Rome.

That the decretal epistles are to b e reckoned
amongst canoni cal scripture .

4 1 . That thebishop of Rome
,
if he—be canonically

ordained , whatever h is previous character, i s un

doubtedly made holy by the merits of St . Peter.

4 2 . That every transgression of the law does not

deserve death
,
but that thereare many sins of them

selves and in the ir own nature venial and deserving

pardon ; that the blood of Christ i s not necessary to
wash them away , but they may be done away with
holy water, by smiting the b reast,

'

and by the bi

shop’s blessing.

4 3 . That clergymen are exempted from the j uri s
diction of temporal rulers ln things civil and crimi
nal , and that the civi l j udge cannot puni sh eccle
siastical persons .
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4 4 . That the rebell ion of a clergyman against a
heretical king is not treason, or that i t i s merito
rious to kill princes excommuni cated by the pope .

4 5 . That good works in themselves have a pro

portion, and condignity with the reward , and are

meritorious f rom their inward worthiness, so as to

merit a reward , as a journeyman does h is wages for
his labour.

Papists themselves acknowledge that the first be
ginning of some of the ir doctrines they cannot tell ,
and to search for the year when every novelty was

introduced is needless . Those enumerated above,
are

‘

not found in Scripture, nor in the primi tive

church
,
s ome not for four, five, some not for six,

seven, eight, nine , a nd even twelve centuries after
Christ. Hence I conclude that popery is a very

novelty , and vainly and falsely boasts of its anti

quity .
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CHAPTER v .

A PPL ICA TION OF THE SUB JECT.

Is popery a newway , and the religion xof protes

tants the old rel igion taught by Christ and his apos

tles ? Then th i s is , 1 . A safe way , and a safe rel i

gion ; in it you may be justified , sanctified , and

surely
'

saved . h is the old way in which
'Paul

‘

, and

Peter, and bel ievers in the primitive t imes, obtained

an everlasting kingdom and crown. Be n ot alarmed

at
'

the unchari table and groundless doctrine of zthe

pap ists,
~

that out of» thei r church there is no salva

tion. 2 . Then i t i s 'the wisest way . The fol ly o f
men shows i tself in rthe new ways of popery, and

wherei n they profess themselves to b e wise, they

are become fools ; but in the old way
’ i s manifest

the manifold wisdom of God . 3 . Then i t i s the

p urest way . The nearer the fountain, the purer

are the streams ; the nearer the copy
,
the

'

fairer is

the writing . The church of Rome vainly glories
in t itles of hol iness ; “ the most holy pope ;

” “ the

holy church ;
”

the multitude of holy days ;
” holy

rites and ce remonies,
”
&c. That one i s holy and

pure , which is consonant to the holy and pure word

of God . If you are to travel , you would go the

cleanest way . You are t ravell ing to an everlasting

state : the old way of faith in Christ
,
repentance for
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may never prevai l in this happy land , but that the
generations to come a may be taught the protestant
religion, that is, the good old way to heaven,

”

and

that your chi ldren, and ch ildrens’ c hildren may

enjoy the Bible, and have the old truths of God

preached to them. For - their sakes pray much .

Then walk in th is good Old way . If you see the

way to happiness and; do not walk in i t, you will
fal l short of it. You may be protestants in opinion,
and yet b e for ever damned . A drunken protestant,
an unclean protestant, a swearing, impenitent , unbe
lieving protestant, shall not b e saved , because in

Opinion he is a protestant. You may refuse to com

mit idolatry in bowing to images in a popish chapel ,
and yet b e condemned for making an idol of your
money, and for your immoderate love of the world .

You m igh t renounce the pope as head, and in judg
ment own Christ, as only head of h is church, and

yet b e damned for not bel ieving on him, choosmg
him before all

,
nor loving him above all .

L et all Old corrupt th ings b e done away ; your
Old ignorance , your old false hopes, your old self
love , your old false peace, your old enmity against
God and hol iness . You must be cut off from the

old stock . In a word, (for I can but name a few of

many that might be said for the practical improve
ment of this subject

, ) crucify the old man
,
destroy

the body of sin. For to keep your old hearts and yet
think to go to heaven, i s to look for a new way of

salvation.
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Except you be thus made new, you may know
the good old way , but you

‘cannot walk in it ; which

if you do not, wo
, wo , a thousand woes to you for

ever. How fearful will be the condemnation of an

ungodly protestant, who was told which was the

good old and only way , and l ived under the con

stant, plain and powerful preach ing of the same

doctrines that Christ h imself and his apostles de
l ivered . I profess your case wil l b e worse , and

your torments will b e greater
,
than of the heathen

who might say , Lord , we never had a Bible
,
never

heard of Christ
,
nor of the way of salvation ; no

m inisters were sent to us
,
no gospel preached to us .

Yea, worse will be your case , and greater wil l be
your damnation, than of many amongst the papists ,
who have not been so plainly taught, so frequently
instructed, so faithful ly warned , so earhestly en

treated, as you have been. You are not told, that
“ ignorance i s the mother of devotion,

”
as they are ;

you are not kept from reading the Scripture , as they

are ; but are pressed , urged and exhorted to i t . You

have not public worship in an unknown tongue ,
but by plain language you are warned of hell , and

commanded , in the name of God
,
to forsake your

old wicked ways . How oft have you been per

suaded to come to Christ, who is “ the way , the

truth , and the l ife i ” How long has God waited ?

and will you go on in your w icked wavs sti ll ; in

your old course of profaneness and ly ing , and Sab

bath -breaking ? in your old course of careless ne
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gleet of God, and Christ, and your own immortal
souls ? That i s an old way indeed , but i t is not the

g ood old way . If you will go on, take your course ;
if you will not turn to the good path , take what
falls . But know that the way of sin leads d i rectly
to he ll . A nd can you there have rest ? How can

you, under the heavy load of God’s wrath ? How

can you, under the strokes of an angry , provoked

and revenging God ? You cannot rest upon a

b ed of down, though your conscience be scared,

when God affl i cts you with the stone or plague, or

burning fever, though all your friends be r ound

about you, admini stering cordial s and comforts.

A nd can you rest in a b ed of flames, in a burning
fiery furnace , in a place more dreadful and more hot
than is a vessel ful l of bo iling lead

,
and burning

brimstone
,
when your c onscience shall b e awakened ,

and an angry God shall frown upon you, and not

one nigh to pity or rel ieve ? For God’s sake , and

for your soul’s sake, as ever you would avoid end

less , and remed iless torments hereafter, walk in the
good old way of fai th and hol iness, repentance and

new obedience now.

A nd if you will now walk in th is good old way ,

you shal l be taken into a new covenant, and have
new employment

,
better, more noble , more profita

b le
,
more pleasant than ever yet you were engaged

in. You shall be taken into new relations, to be
the sons of God

, the daughters of God, the servants,
people and friends of God . You shall become a
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mine, and am I his ? wil l God pardon and save me ?

Sometimes I hope he will , and that lightens my
heart ; sometimes I fear he wil l not, and that i s a

heavy burden to my soul , under which I cannot

rest.” But this good old way will bring; you to a

rest where you shal l doubt no more, and fear no

more . Can you doubt, whether i t i s day , when

you see the sun shine? or that fire is hOt, when

you see i t b urn
,
and feel i ts warmth? No more

shall you doubt, when you come to the end of

your walk in the good old way , whether God loves
;

you, when you shal l be filled with his love , and

feel that he loves you, and see to what a blessed

place of rest and peace
,
of l ife , of light and joy , his

love has brought you.
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Whereas the church of Rome accuses protestants
of perverting and corrupting the word of God

,
i t i s

easy to prove that the charge may be retorted with
triumphant success .
The insertion of an intermingled apocrypha is in

itself sufficient proof of the correctness of this af
firmation. A nd i t i s further confirmed by the care
that has been manifestly taken to render the trans
lation of the Scriptures a vehicle for the d iffusion
of popish tenets . One Specimen w il l suffi ce : the
word “ repentance is almost invariably translated
“ penance,

”
even in the Old Testament

,
where

,
i t

must b e confessed , it sounds oddly enough ; for in
stance, Therefore I reprehend myself, and do p e

nance in dust and ashes ,
” Job . xli i . 6 .

“ If the
wicked do p enance for all the sins which he hath
commi tted , &c. Ezek. xvi ii . 2 1 .

“ If they do p e
nance 1n the ir heart in the place of the i r captivity

,

”

&c . 1 K ings vi i i . 4 7 D o p enance, for the king
dom of heaven i s at hand

,

” M at. iv . 17 ! “ that they
should do p enance, and turn to God , doing works
worthy ofp enance,

” Acts xxvi . 20 . The design of

this rendering is obv ious . *

The following note on Rom. iv 7 8 i s an affecting instance
ofperversion of the word of God .

Blessed are they whose iniquities areforg iven ,
and whose s ins

are covered. That is
,
blessed are those who

,
by doing penance ,

have obtained pardon and remission of the ir sins
,
and also are

covered ; that is , newly clothed with the habit of grace , and

vested with the stole of charity .

B lessed is the man to whom the Lord ha th not imputed s in .

That is
,
blessed is the man who hath retained his baptismal in.

nocence
,
that no grievous sin can be imputed to him. A nd
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The suppression of the second commandment, in
which the worship of images i s prohibited , is usual
ly considered as one arti cle of accusation against the
Roman Cathol ic church . The fact is th is : the first
and second precepts of the decalogue are blended
into one , and the tenth is divided into two . This
division is adopted, they say , in deference to the

authority ofAugustine ; be this as i t may , it answers
their purpose. In catechisms

,
spell ing-books, and

smal l works for the instruction of the young, the
decalogue i s often given in an abridged form,

by
wh ich arrangement, the second commandment (that
is
,
our second commandment, ) is entirely kept out

of sight : thu
I am the L ord thy God ; thou shalt have no ,

strange gods before me .

“ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God 1n vain.

Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath
da

3

Honour thy father and thy mother.
Thou shalt not kill .

2. “Thou shalt ‘

not comm it adultery .

7 . Thou shalt not steal .
8 . Thou shal t not bear false witness against thy

neighbour.
9 . Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife .

“

10 . Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s
goods .
This is Copied from B utler ’s Ca techism; a work

extenswely used in Ireland . A simi lar abridgment
of the decalogue i s inserted in the Spell ing-book

l ikewise , blessed is the man
, who , after falling into sin

,
hath

done penance and leads a virtuous life by frequenting the sacra
ments necessary for obtaining the grace to prevent a re lapse

,
'

that sin is no more imputed to him.

” Roman Catholic Version.
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sion of their sup eriors , might read it. A few

quotations wi l l show the manner in which the work
was executed , and the object wh ich the translators
had in view .

In the summary of the “ contents” of Matthew
xxvi . Mark xiv. and Luke xxi i . i t i s said that those
chapters contain the account of the “ institution of

the mass !” Acts xi i i . 2 . (
“
as they m inistered to

the Lord and fasted” ) is thus rendered as they
of ered to the L ord the sa cr ifi ce of the mass , and

fasted, 810 . In Acts xi . 30
,

and other places,
where our English version has the word elders,

”

th is edi tion has “p r iests .

”

A practice that has proved very productive of

gain to the priesthood
,
is made scriptural in the fol

lowing manner : A nd his father and mother went
every year in p ilg r imag e to Jersusalem,

” Luke i i .
4 1 . A nd not only so

,
but also he was appointed

by the churches the companion of our p i lgr imag e,
”

2 Cor. v i ii . 1 9 . Beloved; thou actest as a true be
l iever in all that thou doest towards the brethren,
and towards the p i lg r ims .

”
3 John 5

Trad i tion is thus introduced Ye keep my
commandments , as I left them w i th you by tradi

tion,
”
1 Cor. xi . 2 . The fai th , which has been

once given to the saints by tradi tion .

” Jude 5 .

That the Roman Catho li c might b e able to prove
that marriage is a sacrament, he was furnished with
these renderings To those who are j oined t o
gether in the sa crament of m arriag e, I command

,

”

&c. 1 Cor. vii . 1 0 . Do not jo in yourselves in the

sacrament of marriag e with unbel ievers .
”
2 Cor.

vi . 1 4 .

1 Cor. ix . 5
,
i s so directly opposed to the con

strained celiba cy of the clergy , that we can scarcely
wonder at finding an addition to the text : i t stands
thus Have we not power to lead about a sister

,
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a woman to serve us in the g osp el, and to remem
ber us with her g oods , as the other apostles, &c.

In support of human mer it , the translation of

Heb . xi i i . 1 6
,
may b e quoted We obta in merit

towards God by such sacrifices.

”

P urg a tory could not be introduced but by a di

rect interpolation : He himself shal l be saved
, yet

in all cases as by the fi re of p urg a tory .

”
1 Cor.

i i i . 1 5 .

Many other passages might b e noti ced . Him
only shal t thou serve with la tr ia

,

” i . e . with the
worsh ip Specially and solely due to God : this add i
tion was evidently made to prevent the text be ing
urged against the invocation of the saints ; Luke iv.
8 . Many of those

‘

who bel ieved, came to confess
and declare their sins .

” Acts x ix . 18 . After a
p rocession of seven

‘

days round i t.” Heb . xi . 30 .

“Beware , lest be ing led away with others, by the

error of the wicked heretics ,
”
&c . 2 Pet. i i i . 17 .

There is some sinwhich is notmorta l
,
but venia l .”

1 John v. 17 . A nd round about the throne there
were twenty- four thrones , and on the thrones twen
ty

-four p riests seated , all clothed with a lbs,
” Rev.

iv. 4 . The a lb , it will b e recollected, is part of the
offic ial attire of a Roman cathol i c priest.
But the most flagrant interpolation occurs in 1

Tim. iv . 1— 3 . N ow the Spirit Speaketh ex

pressly , that in the latter times some will separate
themselves from the Roman f aith

,
giving them

selves up to Spirits of error, and to doctrines ta ught
by devi ls . Speaking false th ings through hypocrisy,
having also the conscience cauterised. Condemn

ing the sa crament of marr iag e, the a bstinence

from mea ts , which God hath created for the fai th
ful

, and for those who have known the truth , to re

ceive them with thanksgiv ing .

”

Such was the Bordeaux N ewTestament. Whether
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i t was actually translated by the d ivine s of L ouvain
is doubtful . This i s certain, however, that i t was

printed by the royal and university printer, and

sanctioned by d igni taries of the church . It i s pro

per to add , that the Roman Catholics were soon con

vinced of the folly of the i r conduct
,
in thus tamper

ing with the inspired volume . To avo id the just
odium brought on the ir cause by th is wicked mea

sure , they have endeavoured to destroy the whole
edition. In consequence , the book is now execs
sively scarce .

Every one that doeth evil hateth the l ight
,
nei

ther cometh to the light, lest his deeds Should b e re
proved .

” J ohn i i i , 20 .
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