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I N T R O D U C T I O N

PREV IOUS EXPLORATIONS

had by the c lo se o f the seventeenth cen tu ry estab l ished
towns a nd I ndia n miss io ns a t many po i nts in Texas,

New M exico , and Ariz o na — a s l ender cha in , stretch ing a cro ss
the co n tinen t from the Gu l f o f M exico to the Pac ific
Ocean . By the o pen ing o f o ur Revo lu t io na ry Wa r,

the i r miss io n vi l lages , with a n aggrega te po pu la t io n Of o ve r
th irteen tho u sand ba rba ria n co nverts , extended u

'pwa rds thro ugh
Ca l i fo rn ia to San F ra nc isco and M o nterey ; Span ish ma riners ,
seeking va inl y fo r a wa terway th ro ugh to the At lanti c , tha t
sho u l d furn ish a sho rt ro u te between Spa in and I ndia , had by
this t ime become fami l ia r wi th the co as t as far no rth a s the

mo dern Sitka
,
and deve lo ped a co ns ide rab le trade w i th the

na t ives, ch iefly a t . No o tka So u nd , o n Vanco uver
'

s I s land ;
whi le adventu ro us Spa n ish miss io na ries had co ntempo raneo us l y
penetra ted eas twa rd to the Grea t Bas in .

The p io neers OF New F rance, o n the i r pa rt “

seeking a tra ns
co nt inenta l wa terway from the eas t, had th ro ugho u t the fi rst
two th i rds o f the e igh teenth cen tu ry made sev era l
co stl y a ttemp ts to disco ve r a nd su rmo u nt the grea t
divide . Upo n New Yea r 3 day , 1 743, the Cheva l ie r
de la Vérendrye, j o u rneying o ve rland . from his fur—trading
po st o n the Ass in ibo in River, sigh ted the Wind River Range .

A ffa i rs mo ved s low l y
,
under the F rench régime ; bu t yea rl y

the pro spect wa s growing b righ ter o f rea ch ing the Pa cific by
way o f a cha in o f po sts a cro ss the Canadia n Ro ckies , v ia the

Ass in ibo in a nd Saska tchewan , when the victo ry o f Wo l fe cu t

sho rt these amb itio us p roj ects, and Engl a nd succeeded b o th
to the respo ns ibi l i t ies a nd the dreams Of New F rance .

6 xvi i

S
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INT RODUCT ION

The H udso n’

s Bay Company , o rgan iz ed in Lo ndo n in

1 667, had lo ng he ld a ctu a l domin io n o ver the sub-a rct i c re

gio ns to the no rth o f New F rance ; and o n paper
cla imed the fa r-stretch ing lands to the so u th a nd

west, upo n wh ich the mo re adventu ro u s F rench had a ct ive ly
ra nged from Lake Superio r westwa rd to the headwa ters o f the

Saskatchewa n — a dista nce o f twe lve hundred mi les . At fi rst
dis incl ined to explo re beyo nd the sphe re o f influence imme

dia tely exerted by her p ro fitab le po sts o n H udso n and James

b a y s,
“
the o ld lady o f F enchu rch Street wa s ea rl y in the

eighteenth centu ry fo rced by pub l i c Opin io n in England to

make a show o f seeking from the E ast the wa terway which
Si r F rancis Drake , in the “ Go lden H ind

,
had so ugh t from

the Pa cifi c a s ea rl y a s 1 579, and fo r which b o th Spa in a nd

F rance were st i l l v a inlv s tri ving. The company ’s spasmo dic ,
apa theti c , a nd fru i t less sea rches fo r the “ No rthwest Pa ssage
extended th ro ugh h a l f a cen tu ry .

When New F ra nce fe l l , bo th independen t and o rga n ized
Engl ish and Sco tch fur-traders , w ith headqua rters a t M o n trea l
a nd M a ckinac , disrega rding the c la ims o f the H udso n ’

s Bay
C ompany a t o nce o ccupied the vast co u ntry thro ugh whi c h
Verendrye a nd his compa trio ts had so lo ng co ndu cted th ei r
w i l derness b a rter. The sto ry o f the riva l t rading co rpo ra tio ns
ch iefly the H udso n'

s Bay Company o n the o ne hand , a nd the

No rth Wes t Compa ny ( 1 783) o n the o ther — a l tho ugh wi th
o ccas io na l disrupt io ns o f the la tter, a nd severa l ka le ido sco pic
reshiftings and ama lgama t io ns — is a s ti rring a nd some t imes

b lo o dy Chapter in the h i sto ry o f the co nt inenta l interio r .
.The s i tua t io n cu l t iva ted migh ty pass io ns w ith in stro ng men .

One o f these, Samue l H ea rne, in the emplo y o f the H udso n ’

s

Bay Company , s ti rred by grea t amb i tio ns, descended the

Co ppermine River in 1770, and reached the Arcti c Ocean .

Nineteen yea rs la ter Alexander M ackenz ie, a No r
’

Wester in Cha rge Of the A thabasca depa rtment, rea ched the

Arcti c Ocean by way o f M a ckenz ie Rive r ; in 1793, a fte r
a lmo st incredib le difliculties, he cro ssed the Ca nadi an Ro ckies
a nd descended F rase r River to the Pa cific , a fea t preceding
Lewis a nd Cla rk’s venture by a do zen yea rs.

x v i i i J

E ng la nd
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INTRODUCT ION

fur-traders — e i the r o n the i r o wn a cco u n t o r, in the no rth ern
regio ns , a s agents o f the wa rring B ri t ish compa n ies — wande red
fa r a nd nea r amo ng the tribesmen, vi s it ing them in the i r p er
manent vi l lages a nd a ccompa nying them upo n hu n t ing fi sh

ing a nd war-pa rt ies . The i r l o ng j o u rneyings by l and a nd

wa ter o ccas io na l l y ca rried them a s far afie ld a s the grea t no rth
ern bend o f the M isso u r i , where were the vi l lages o f the t rade
l o ving M anda ns , who b a rtered indiscriminatel y w ith Gau ls from
St . Lo u is and Bri to ns from the Ass in ibo in .

Su ch was the s ituat io n when the Un i ted Sta tes was b o rn ,

and when Th omas Jefl
'

erso n - ph i lo so pher, seer, sta tesma n

a lwa y s in terested in the M iddle West, fi rst fe l t w i th in

gfii
e

rff
m '

s him yea rn ings fo r a mo re in timate knowledge o f the

spa cio u s terri to ry o f Lo u is iana , l ying bey o nd the grea t
river. The co untry belo nged to Spa in

,
bu t th is fact gave him

no pau se ; he fe l t tha t so lo ng a s B rit ish traders were p ro fi tab l y
expl o i t ing the tra ns—M ississ ipp i , Ameri ca ns migh t be excused
fo r Open i ng th ro ugh it a t rade ro u te to the Pa cific

, and inc i
denta l ly extending the bo u nds o f human knowledge , in geo g
rap hy a nd the na tu ra l sciences .

In 1 783 he pro po sed to Genera l Geo rge Ro gers Cla rk , the
h ero Of Ka ska skia and Vincennes

,
to lead a n expedi ti o n “ fo r

P ro p om
explo ring the co un try from the M 133131p 1 to C a l i

ii
i x

iz
t

izla rk
fo rnia ; he in tima ted tha t a Simi la r en terp r1se

.

wa s

bemg b ro a ched i n Engla nd they pretend It 13

o n l y to promo te kno ledge . I am a fra i d they h ave th o ugh ts
o f co lo nis ing into tha t qua rte r. ” No thing came o f th is sug
gestio n — po ss ib ly C la rk did no t reply ; o r very l ike l y Jeffer
s o n

,
jus t then in priva te l i fe , though t tha t the necessa ry funds

co u l d n o t be ra ised .

Th ree yea rs l a te r, when min ister to Pa ris , Jefl
'

erso n met

J o hn Led y a rd, a Co nnect i cu t adventu rer who had been a pet ty
o flicer w i th Cap ta in J ames Co o k o n the l a tter’s th i rd
vo yage a ro und the wo rld and had wr i tten
a w ide ly-read a cco unt o f tha t enterp rise . Ledya rd

agreed to c ro ss Eu ro pe and As ia to Kamcha tka , thence em

1 See Appendi x fo r fa cs imi le o f th is do cument , the o rig inal o f wh ich is in the

Draper MSS. C o l lect io n, W isco nsin H istorica l L ibra ry .

[ XX ]



INTRODUCT ION

ba rking o n a Ru ss ian vesse l trading to N o o tka So und, from
which he was

'

to find his way to the so u rces o f the M is

so u ri , who se cu rrent wa s to be descended to the Ameri can
sett lemen ts . Bu t Ledya rd, when w ith in a few days o f the

Kamcha tka p o rt, was a rrested by imperi a l o rders from St .

Petersbu rg , and ignomino u sly ca rried ba ck to Po la nd
,
where ,

disappo inted , ragged, a nd penn i less,
”

he was dismissed .

In 1 789 , Genera l H en ry Kno x , Wash ingto n ’

s secreta ry
o f war, o rdered Gene ra l J o siah H a rma r

,
commanding the

Western fro n tie r a t Cinc inna ti , to
“ devise some

Am h

p ract i cab le pla n fo r exp lo ring tha t b ranch o f the s tro ng ’s
M iss issipp i ca l led the M esso u ri, up to its so u rce,

” a t tempt

a nd po ss ib l y beyo nd to the Pa cific . Cap ta in J o hn Armstro ng,
then in command a t Lo u isvi l le , was despatched upo n this ad

ventu re in the spring o f 1 790 . Ent i re l y a lo ne in a ca no e, he
“ pro ceeded u p the M i sso u ri some dista nce abo ve St . Lo u is

bu t , meeting w ith some F renc h traders , -wa s persuaded
to retu rn in co nsequ ence o f the ho st i l ity o f the M isso u ri
b ands to each o ther, a s they were then a t war, a nd he co u ld
no t safe l y pass from o ne na t io n to the o ther .
J efferso n wa s the next to make a ven tu re in transco ntinen

tal explo ra t io n . This t ime ( 1793) in his capa city as a vice
presi dent o f the Ame rica n Phi lo so ph ica l So ciety a t

Th e

Ph i lade l ph ia , he made an a rrangement th erefo r w ith M ich aux
André M ich aux, a distingu ished F renc h b o ta n ist p a n

then h erb o r iz ing m the Un ited Sta tes . A sma l l subscrip t io n
was ra ised by the so ciety , to wh ich ma ny o f the prominent
men o f the day co ntribu ted, and deta i led instru ct io ns fo r

M ich aux were drafted by Jefferso n .

l The in tending explo rer
was to cro ss the M iss i ssipp i a nd pass by la nd to the nea rest
pa rt o f the M isso u ri ab o ve the Spa n ish sett lements, tha t yo u
may avo i d the r isk o f b e ing sto pped ; he was then to pu r

sue su c h Of the la rgest streams o f tha t ri ver as sha l l lead b y
the sho rtest way and the lowest la titudes to t he Pa cific o cea n .

The previo u s yea r, Cap ta in Ro bert Gray , o f Bo sto n , had dis
co vered the mo u th o f the Co lumb ia , and Jefferso n h o ped th a t
th is stream might be fo und to interlo ck wi th the so u rces o f

1 See A ppendix, fo r this do cument
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the M isso u ri . Just then , however, there had a rrived in the

Un i ted Sta tes Cha rles Genet, min ister o f the F rench Repub l i c ,
who was cha rged w i th the secret miss io n o f fo rming a fi li

bu stering a rmy o f Ameri can fro n tiersmen in the Ca ro l ina s,
Geo rgi a , and Ken tu cky to a ttack Span ish po ssess io ns o n the

Gu lf o f M exi co and beyo nd the M ississ i pp i . M ichaux wa s
se lected by Genet a s his agent to dea l wi th the Ken tu ckians ,
led b y Geo rge Ro gers Cla rk, who had p ro po sed , u nder the

ba nner o f F rance, to descend the M iss iss ipp i w ith fifteen
hu ndred bo rderers a nd a tta ck New Orleans. M ichaux ta rried
in Ken tucky to car ry o ut these i l l-fa ted pl ans, w ith the resu l t
that his proj ect o f explo ra t io n was abando ned .

1

M eanwhi le, the re had been impo rtant deve lo pments u po n
o u r N o rthwest C o ast. We have seen that by the o pen ing o f

On th e
the Revo lutio na ry Wa r the Span ish had explo red

gggp
w es t the who le extent o f th is sh o re, nea r ly up to the s i te

o f the mo dern Sitka . In 1 778 Capta in Co o k was

h ere, o n b eha l f o f England, sea rching fo r the No rthwest Pas
sage , a mo vement which indu ced fresh zea l o n the pa rt o f

Spa n ish naviga to rs , and wa tchfu lness o n the pa rt o f the Rus
s ians in Alaska . E ight yea rs la ter, the F rench nav iga to r and

scientist, Co unt de la Pero u se, vis i ted these sho res and gave
to the wo rl d its fi rst defin ite knowledge Of Spa in’

s Ca l i fo rn ia
miss io ns . Engl ish fu r-trading v essel s now appea red o n the

scene, b a rtering w ith the na t ives fo r furs, wh i ch were ca rried
to China

, to b e there exch anged fo r tea s, s i l ks, sp ices, and

o ther Orien ta l wa res . F ri ct io n between Span ish a nd Engl ish
t rading interests a t No o tka So und — where the la tter had
made sma l l sett lements — led to a spi ri ted co n tro v ersy

’

that

might readi l y have preci pi ta ted wa r, bu t wh i ch ended peace
fu l ly in the wi thdrawa l o f Spa in By th is t ime,
Amer i can t rading craft were sha rp compet ito rs fo r the China
Ameri can fu r traflic o f the N o rthwest Co ast ; Owing to the

mo no po l y o f the E a st I ndia Company in B ritish trade o n the

Pa
’

cific Ocean , mo st o f the Englishmen gradua l l y w ithdrew °

1 Severa l impo rtant do cuments co nnected w ith these early American projects in
tra nscont inenta l explo ra t io n, w i l l b e fo und in the A ppendix to the present work . Fo r

a fu l ler narra tive, see Thwa ites, Rochy Mounta in Exp lora tion (N. Y. , chap . iv
xx11
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thu s fo r some twenty yea rs l eaving New Engl and naviga to rs
a lmo st comp lete masters o f the s i tu a t i o n .

Wh en Thomas Jefferso n became p res ident o f the Un i ted
S ta tes, perhaps two sco re Ameri can trading vesse ls were annu

a l ly vis it ing No o tka So u nd a nd the mo u th o f the Co lumb ia ;
Bri tish o verland traders were Opera t ing amo ng the M anda ns
and the i r ne ighbo rs, a t and b e low the grea t bend o f the M is

so u ri ; F rench and ha l f-b reed trappers a nd t raders , to gether
w ith a few expa triated Ken tu ckians , were fami l ia r w i th the

M isso u ri a nd its l ower affluen ts u po n St. Pe ter’s River (nea r
the M inneso ta ), Bri tish free— t rade rs we re pro fitab ly Ope ra t ing
amo ng the Sio u x, a p ro ximi ty wh ich caused mu ch u neasiness
amo ng Ameri ca ns in the West . As y et , few Ci tizens o f the

Un i ted Sta tes were Ope ra t ing in the vast territo ry o f Lo u is ia na ,
whi ch Napo leo n , dreaming o f a no the r New F ra nce in N o rth
Ame ri ca , had now (Octo ber 1 , 1 800) o b l iged Spa in to ret ro
cede to him ; but o f wh ich he had no t thu s fa r taken fo rma l
po ssess io n .

Amidst the man i fo l d dut ies o f his great Offi ce , Jefferso n
had no t fo rgo tten his -

ea rly scheme fo r explo ring the tra ns
M iss iss ippi . Greate r Oppo rtu n ity now p resen ted i r

Co n g a “

sel f he p o ssessed influence to secu re go ve rnmen ta l s io n a l a id

a id
, and reco gn iz ed.

the existence o f a stro nger pub l i c
s e cu red

s .pi rit The lapse in the w in ter o f 1 802—03 Of an a ct fo r

estab l ish ing trading ho uses w ith the I ndian t ribes ’

wa s made
the o ccas io n fo r address ing (Ja nuary 1 8 ) a secret message to

Co ngress,1 in wh i ch he u rged the impo rtan ce o f rea ch ing o u t

fo r the trade o f the I ndians o n the M isso u ri Rive r, tha t
thu s far had in la rge measu re been ab so rbed by Engl ish com
pa n i cs ; and suggested a n explo ring pa rty a s the best means

o f a ccompl ish ing th is Obj ect . H e reco gn iz ed th a t the co u ntry
wh ich he thu s pro po sed to enter wa s the pro perty o f F rance ,
a l tho ugh sti l l go verned by Spa in ; bu t tho ught tha t a s the

la tter na t io n’

s in terests we re now wa n ing, she wo u l d n o t be

dispo sed to jea lo u sy a nd wo u ld rega rd the enterprise mere ly
a s a l itera ry pu rsu it . ” An estima te o f the necessa ry expenses

was placed a t o n l y bu t the co rrespo ndence wh i ch we
1 See A ppendix , fo r thi s do cument
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give in the Appendix, sh ows th a t Jefferso n in tended th a t the
exp lo ring party sho u ld , whi le st i l l in the Un i ted Sta tes

,
b e

subsisted by the Wa r Depa rtmen t ; and in addit io n thereto
we sha l l see tha t he i ssued in the i r favo r a genera l lette r o f
credi t

, wh i ch p ro ved o f no ava i l , bu t fu rthe r demo nstra tes the

fact tha t the exp lo rers were no t expected to l imi t themse lves
to the app ro priat io n .

MERIWETHER LEWIS

Congress having pro ved compla isa nt, in secretly giving the
necessa ry au th o ri ty a nd

_
pass ing the mo dest appro pri a t io n

,

Jefferso n a t o nce appo in ted his private secreta ry,
Capta in M eriwether Lew is , a s h ead o f the pro po sed

expedi tio n . Lewis
'

wa s b o rn nea r Cha rl o ttesvi l le, Vi rgin ia ,
August 1 8 th, 1 774 , his peo p le be ing prominent in co lo n ia l
a nd Revo lu t io na ry aflairs . H is fa the r

,
Wil l iam,

died when
M eriwether, named fo r his mo the r’s fami l y , wa s a chi ld . T he

b o y came u nder the gu a rdiansh ip Of his u nc le N i cho las
,
who

had in 1 776 comma nded a regiment in the campa i gn aga inst
the Chero kees ; bu t his edu ca t io n rema ined u nde r the di rect io n
o f his mo ther, a . woma n Of capa ci ty and judgment . When
bu t eigh t yea rs o f age, the lad had estab l ished a l o ca l repu ta t io n
as a hu nter ; and unt i l his th i rteenth yea r, when he wa s sent to

a La tin sch o o l , had amp le o ppo rtun i ty to sa t isfy his adv en

tu ro ns cravings in this di rectio n . After fiv e y ea rs o f tu it io n ,
he returned to his mo ther’s fa rm, where the su cceeding two

yea rs were spen t in ca refu l a ttent io n to the deta i ls o f hu sba ndry ,
in the co u rse o f wh ich he a cqu i red some ski l l in bo tany , tha t
was to stand him we l l in stead du ring the grea t expedi t io n o f a

few yea rs la ter .
In 1 794 , when Lewis was twenty yea rs Of age, the so -ca l led

Whisky Rebe l l io n , aga inst a federa l excise tax, b ro ke o u t in

Western Pennsylva n ia , a nd threa tened to spread
in to Virgin ia and M a ry land . Pres ident Wash ing
to n issued a requ is itio n fo r some th i rteen th o usand

mi l it ia from New Jersey, Pennsylvan ia , M a ry land , a nd Vi r
gin ia, a nd th is fo rce promp t l y ma rched towa rds the seat o f

xx iv
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distu rba nce , thu s speedi l y cau s ing the subs idence o f wha t wa s
pra ct i ca l l y an insu rrect io n aga ins t the na tio na l go ve rnment .
Lewis en l isted a s a priva te in th is l ittle a rmy

,
a nd a t the c lo se

o f the distu rbance wa s given emplo yment in the regu la r servi ce
— Origina l l y a s ensign in the F i rst I nfantry (M ay 1 ,

la te r a s fi rst l ieu tenant, a nd then cap ta in ( 1797) in the same

regiment. H e served w ith dist inct io n under Genera l W ayne
,

in the la tter’s No rthwestern campa igns , a nd in the fi rst yea r
o f his cap ta incy wa s in cha rge o f the infantry in Capta in I saa c
Gu io n’

s expedi t io n to take o ver the Span ish po sts in M iss is
s ipp i .1 H e a lso wa s fo r severa l yea rs the paymaster o f his

regiment.2

Capta in Lewis appea rs ea rl y to have wo n the esteem and

co nfidence o f his dist ingu i sh ed neighbo r, Thomas Jefferso n ;
a nd m the spring Of 1 80 1 the la tter, a s pres iden t Of S elec ted to

the Un ited Sta tes, appo inted him as his priva te c ommand

secretary
f’ We have a l ready seen th at in 1 783

E xPed l t’o n

Jefferso n , no t then in oflicial l i fe, suggested to Geo rge Ro gers
Cla rk a n expl o ra tio n o f the trans-M iss iss i pp i co untry , and tha t
his subsequent nego t ia t io ns with Ledya rd ( 178 8 ) and M ichaux

(1 793) came to naught. The last-named miss io n had been
unsu ccessfu l l y so ught by his adventu ro us yo ung friend Lew is ,
a ltho ugh bu t n ineteen yea rs o ld. When, appa rent l y as ea rl y
as Ju l y , 1 802, Pres ident J efferso n revived his lo ng-co nsidered
p ro ject, he Offered the po st o f leader to his private secreta ry ,

1 See Cla ibo rne , Mississipp i (Ja c kso n , p . 1 84 , note.

1 A ma nuscript bo o k in the po ssess io n o f the American Ph i lo sophica l So c iety ,
co nta in ing Lew is’s meteo ro lo g ica l a nd na tura l history da ta , a lso ha s a few brief
reco rds o f his a cco unts a s pa yma ster in 1 8 00 . In that y ear he made an extended
o ffi c ia l to ur b y land and wa ter, to the po sts a t Pittsburg , Cinc inna t i, Fo rt W ayne,

a nd Detro it , v is iting L imestone (Ma y svi l le , Ch i l l ico the , a nd Whee l ing en

rou te.

3 The orig ina l o f Jeff erso n’

s letter to Lew is , o ff ering this appo intment (da ted
W ash ingto n, February 23, is in the Burea u Of Ro l ls , Department of the Inte
rior, W a shingto n, where its press-mark is “ Jefferso n Papers, 2d series, vo l. 5 1 , do c.

1 1 0 . Jefferso n writes that the sa lary is but $500 , scarce ly mo re than a n equiva

lent fo r y o ur pa y 8: rat ions in the army b ut it is an ea sier o ffice , w o u ld g i ve him
o ppo rtun ity to meet dist ingu ished peo ple , and he co u ld bo ard a nd lodge w ith the

presiden t’s fami ly , free o f Charge: The o rig ina l of Lew is' s letter o f a cceptance , da ted
Pi ttsburg , March r o th, may be fo und in ibid, do c . 95.

xxv
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who
,
now having a tta ined the age Of twen ty—e igh t , had aga in

pleaded fo r th is ho no r. In his M emo i r o f Lew is
,

1
the pres i

dent pays him th is genero u s t ribu te

I had now had Op po rtun it ies o f know ing him int imately . Of c o urage
unda unted ; po ssess ing a firmness and perseverance o f p urpo se w hich
no thing but impo ss ib i l i t ies co uld di vert from its direc t io n ; ca reful a s a
fa ther o f tho se c ommitted to his charge , yet steady in the ma intena nce
o f o rder and disc i p l ine ; intima te w ith the Indian cha racter

,
c ustoms,

and p rinc i p les ; hab i tua ted to the hunt ing l i fe ; gua rded, by exac t Observ
a tio n o f the vegetab les a nd an ima ls o f his own co un try

,
aga inst lo s ing

t ime in the descr i pt io n o f o bjec ts a lready po ssessed ho nest , di s interested,
l ibera l

,
o f so und understanding, and a fide l i ty t o truth so sc rupu lo us that

wha tever he sho uld repo rt wo u ld be a s certa in a s if seen by o ursel ves
w ith a ll these qua l ifica t io ns, a s if se lec ted a nd imp la nted by na ture in o ne

body fo r th is ex p ress purpo se, I co uld ha ve no hes ita t ion in co nfiding the

enterpr ise to him.

The pres ident had a t fi rst so ugh t as commanda nt a scient ist
who p o ssessed, in addit io n to his scho la r ly a tta inments , the

necessa ry co u rage, p rudence, hab i ts St hea l th ad apted to the

wo o ds 8: some fami l ia rity w ith the Indian cha ra cte r. ” 2 F a i l ing
in this , Cap ta in Lew is wa s cho sen as be ing, in his ch ief’s
Opin io n , b rave, pru dent, h ab itua ted to the wo o ds, fami l ia r
w ith I ndian manners and cha ra cter . H e is no t regu la rl y edu

ca ted, bu t he po ssesses a great mass o f a ccu rate Ob serv a t io n o n

a ll the subj ects o f na tu re wh ich presen t themse lves he re , 8: w i l l
therefo re readi l y select tho se o n ly in his new ro u te wh ich Sh a l l
be new.

” 3

In o rder to acqu i re a grea ter fami l ia ri ty wi th the techn i ca l
langu age o f the natu ra l sciences , and readiness in the a stro

nomical o bse rva t io ns necessa ry fo r the geo graphy o f

his ro u te, Lew is pro ceeded to Phi lade l p h ia ,‘ where
he rece i ved instruct io n in the rudiments o f the sciences from

In tra in ing

1 Introduct i o n to B iddle edit io n, pp . xi , xi l .
2 Jefferso n’

s letter to Dr. Ca spar W istar, in A ppendix.
8 Jefferso n'

s letter to Dr. Benjamin Rush, in A ppendix .
1
,
Jefferso n’

s Memo ir o f Lewis do es no t ment io n tha t Lew is w ent to Phi ladelphia
a s early a s Ju ly , 1 8 02 but his letter to Lew is, dated January 22d, 1 8 03 (see
A ppendix) , indicates that such was the fact .

[ xxvi ]
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Amo ng them all, y o u ng
“ Bi l l y wa s a ma rked favo ri te. In

his n ineteenth yea r he ma rched in the ranks Of Co l o ne l Jo hn
H a rdin’

s expedi t io n aga inst the tr ibesmen no rth o f

the Ohi o River ; the fo l low ing yea r he wa s despa tched
upo n a miss io n to the Creeks a nd Chero kees ; and

in 1 79 1 was ens ign and a ct ing l ieu tena nt o n the Waba sh I ndian
expeditio n, under Genera l Sco tt . “ Yo u r b ro ther Wi l l iam,

”

wri tes o ne Of the fami l y friends,
1 “ is go ne o u t as a cade t w ith

Gen! Sco tt o n the Expedi t io n . H e is a yo u th Of so l i d a nd

promis ing pa rts, and a s b rave a s Caesa r . Two yea rs la ter

( 1793) we fi nd him commiss io ned a s a fi rst l ieu tenan t in the

Fo u rth sub— legio n, in Genera l An tho ny Wayne’s Western
Army .

After b e ing engaged a s an enginee r in co nstru ct ing fo rts
a lo ng the l ine Of advance, he was, l a te in the seaso n, sen t u po n
a pe ri lo us expedit io n up the Wabash a s fa r as Vincennes,
du ring which his pro gress was fo r severa l weeks b lo cked by
ice . The next yea r ( 1794 ) we read o f him a s being in cha rge
o f oa tra in o f seven hundred pack-ho rses a nd e igh ty men

,
trans

po rting suppl ies to Fo rt Greenvi l le . Attacked by the savages,
he lo st fiv e men , bu t

'

gallantly repu lsed the enemy and wo n

pra ise from Wayne, u nder whom he la ter (August 20) fo ught
in the Ba ttle o f Fa l len Timbers. Twi ce ( 1795) he was en

trusted by his genera l w ith impo rtant commissio ns to the

Spa n ia rds, an a cco unt o f which is to be fo u nd in the Span ish
Papers o f the Draper M anu scri pts , in the Wisco ns in H isto ri ca l
Libra ry . It is sa i d tha t no Oflicer impressed the Span ish wi th
a mo re who lesome respect th a n yo ung Lieu tenant Wil l i am
Cla rk . H is fo u r y ea rs

’

service in the Western Army had
fami l ia riz ed him w i th the meth o ds Of h andl ing la rge bo di es o f

men u nder m i l ita ry discip l ine, and given him o ppo rtun ity to
exercise the co u rage a nd reso u rce needed to dea l w ith savage
fo es ; a nd it pu t him in to u ch w i th the prominen t men o f his

t ime . It had a lso — a n impo rtant co ns idera t io n, in view o f

his sub sequ ent ca reer — o nce mo re thrown him into the com

1 Dr. James O'

Fa llon to Co lo ne l Jo nathan Clark, Caro l ine Co unty , V irg in ia ,
May 30th, 1 79 1 .

— Draper MSS. , 2 L 2 8
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pany o f M eriwether Lewis, now a fe l low campa igner, and upo n
a t least o ne expedi t io n h e was Lewis’s supe rio r o fiicer.

l

Ret i ring from the a rmy in 1796 appa rent l y w ith the

b revet rank o f capta in , fo r thereafter he wa s given that t it le
Will iam Cla rk l ived qu ietl y a t home w ith his fami l y

,
ch iefly

o ccup ied i n seeking to adju st the tangled affa i rs o f his b ro ther
,

Geo rge Rogers, who had been su ed by many perso ns fo r suppl ies
fu rn ished in the I l l ino is campa igns . In the a ttempted sett lement

o f these cla ims, Wil l iam no t o n l y gave his t ime and effo rt, bu t
sacrificed the sma l l estate he had h imse l f a ccumula ted .

Su ch was the s itua t io n o f his affa i rs when , o n the s ixteenth
o f Ju l y, 1 803, he rece ived a letter from his friend Capta in
Lewis 2— dated Washingto n, June 1 9th

— in wh ich the l a tter,

1 M uch co nfusio n ha s arisen because three W i l l iam Clarks w ere prominent in the

W est
,
in tho se st irring day s . ( 1 ) Judge W i l l iam Clark , o f Indiana T errito ry , who

died a t V incennes in 1 8 02 (2) W i l l iam C lark , the so n o f Benjamin
,
a nd a co us in

o f Geo rge Rogers Clark ; and (3) the subject o f th is sketch . Co nfus io n betw een
No s. 9. a nd 3 ha s been espec ia l ly commo n, amo ng histo rians Co ues

'

s sketch, in his
Lefw i: a nd Cla rk (i, pp . lxvi i i , l ix) is an instance the capta in o f mi l it ia , who se

commiss io n is g iven o n the la tter page , undo ubtedly be ing W i l l iam No . a . In the

Dra per MSS.
,
in the W iscons in H isto rica l L ibrary , the papers o f these tw o men have

been indiscrimina te ly comming led. This wa s the more natura l , becau se the s igna
tures of the tw o a re so s imi lar that it w o u ld requ ire a n expert to different ia te them.

W i l l iam No . a w a s o ne o f the mo st effic ient o fficers in the I l l ino is campa igns. He

must have been qu ite y o ung a t the t ime but in the la ter period o f the Revo lut io nary
W a r wa s entrusted w ith va rio us impo rtant commiss io ns . W hen Fo rt Jeff erso n w a s

bu i lt in 1 7 8 0 , near the mouth o f the Oh io , L ieutenant W i l l iam Clark w a s sent w ith a

co nvo y from Ka ska sk ia to Zp ro visio n it, and la te the fo l lo w ing y ea r he remo ved to the

Fa l ls o fOh io , where Lo u isvi l le now sta nds . He wa s here emp loy ed in garriso n du ty
a nd in pro tect ing the new sett lement aga inst its India n fo es . So va luab le were his
services, tha t o n the reduct io n o f the reg iment in Februa ry , 1 78 3, he wa s o ne o f three
o ffi cers reta ined in the serv ice a nd wa s o n ly fina l ly mustered Out b y the order o f the
go verno r in 1 78 4 . A bo ut th is t ime a large tra ct o f la nd ( 1 50 , 000 a cres) w a s a ss igned
to the I l l ino is reg iment in return fo r its servi ces, a nd la id o ff o n the Indiana s ide o f

the Ohio River
,
o ppo site Lo u isvi l le . Clark w a s appo inted o ne o f the a l lo tment com

missio ners , a lso princ i pa l survey o r o f the gra nt . Fromthat t ime until his dea th in
1 79 1 , he w a s chiefly o ccupied in the bus iness o f this o ffice. A man o f go od hab its ,
kind heart , co urage, a nd reso urce , he w as po pular a nd successfu l amo ng the early
inhab ita nts o f that co untry . He wa s o n int imate terms w ith his mo re i l lustrio us
co usins , and it is to b e co njectured tha t he w as part icu la rly admired by W i l l iam Clark
No . 3, just then grow ing into manho o d. H e never married, a nd at his dea th left a
co ns iderab le landed pro perty to his bro thers and s isters, mo st o f whom had no t yet

removed from V irg in ia .

3 See A ppendix, fo r the co rrespo ndence in fu l l .
[ xxix ]
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after giving co nfiden tia l info rma t io n o f the p rojected expedi
t io n to the Pac ific, pro po sed tha t Cla rk “ pa rt i c ipate w ith me

in it
’

s fa tiegues , it
’

s da ngers and it
’

s h o no rs,
”

a ssu ring
him tha t the re is no man o n ea rth w ith whom I
sho u l d fee l equ a l p leasu re in sha ring them a s w ith

yo u rse lf. Cla rk promp t l y respo nded to th is co rdia l o ffer,
saying, as my s itu a t io n in l i fe wi l l admi t o f my absence the

length o f t ime necessa ry to accomplish such an u ndertaking, I
w i l l cheerfu l ly j o in y o u .

It w i l l be seen tha t Lewis’s lette r, ow ing to the s lowness o f
Western ma i ls , was nea rly a mo n th in reach ing Cla rk . F a i l
ing to hea r from his comrade as so o n as he had expected ,
a nd fea ring th at he co u l d no t go , Lew is o pened tenta t iv e
nego t ia t i o ns w i th Lieu tenant M o ses H o o ke o f his own regi
ment (the F i rst I nfantry), who was then in cha rge o f mi l i ta ry
sto res a t Pittsbu rg. In a letter to Jefferso n (J u ly 26,
Lewis describes him as a yo u ng man abo u t 26 yea rs o f age,

endowed wi th a go o d co nstitu t io n, po ssess ing a sens ib le we l l
info rmed m ind, is indus tr io u s, pruden t a nd persevering and

withall intrepid a nd enterp rising. A few days l ater, h owever

(August Lewis, then a t Pi ttsbu rg, anxio us l y wa i ting fo r his
kee l-b o at to be completed, rece ived Cla rk

’

s a cceptance , a nd

p rompt l y expressed to the la tter tha t he fe l t “mu ch gra tifyed
w i th yo u r deci s io n ; fo r I co u l d ne i ther h o pe, wish , o r expect
from a u n io n w i th any man o n ea rth , mo re perfect suppo rt o r

fu rthe r a id in the discha rge o f the severa l du t ies o f the miss io n ,
tha n th a t

,
wh ich I am co nfiden t I sha l l derive from being

a sso cia ted wi th yo u rse lf.

THE EXPEDITION

I t w i l l be remembered that when Jefferso n inst i tuted the

amb i tiou s enterp rise, the o r igina l reco rds o f wh ich we are h ere

Th e
pub l ishing fo r the fi rst time, the t rans-M ississ i pp i

L o u is i a na was the pro perty o f F rance, a l tho ugh sti l l in the
P u rch a s e

h ands o f Spam. Th1s fa ct gave rise to the secrecy
w ith wh i ch the prepa ra tio ns were invested . But upo n the

1 Fo r text , see A ppendix .
xxx
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seco nd o f M ay , 1 803,
1

, the Ame ri can commissi o ners in Pa ri s
had signed a trea ty w ith Napo leo n b y wh ich Lo u is iana was

so l d to the Un i ted Sta tes .

2 Lewis’s invita tio n to Cla rk sh ows
tha t some inkl ing o f th is u nexpected and sta rt l ing nego t ia t io n
had reached Jefferso n by tha t da te (June bu t the o ffi cia l
news the reo f did no t a rrive in Washingto n u nt i l the fi rst days
in Ju l y . The ci rcumstance in no way a l tered Lew is’s a rrange
ments, save tha t it was no lo nger necessa ry to ma inta in tha t
priva cy a s to the pu rpo se o f the expl o ra tio n, which had been
hitherto enj o ined upo n him.

Organ ized as a mi l ita ry deta chment
,
u nder the o rders o f

the secreta ry o f war — a l tho ugh President Jefferso n rema ined
the mo ving sp i rit — the pa rty, w hen complete, co n
s isted o f twenty—n ine perso ns o ffi cia l l y reco gn ized o n

the ro l ls ; w i th F rench a nd ha l f-b reed interp reters , Cla rk
’

s

negro s lave Yo rk , and the I ndian woman Sacaj awea a s super
numeraries — fo rty-fiv e in all

, including the two capta ins.

3

Lewis — who had b idden go o d—bye to his friends a t the Whi te
H o use o n the mo rn ing o f Ju l y 5th — emba rked a t Pittsbu rg
o n the thi rty-first of August ; bu t owing to sha l l ows in the

Ohio River, and the necess i ty o f sto pping a t some o f the fo rts
to o bta in vo lun teers from thei r ga r ri so ns, his passage wa s s low.

At Lo u isvi l le he p icked up Cla rk and severa l you ng Ken tu cky
recru i ts. December was a third spent, befo re the

“ R iv er

expedit io n went into -w inter camp a t River Dubo is, Dubo is
Camp

1n Illmo 1s
,
o ppo site the mo u th o f the M 1sso ur1,

where the men were rigo ro us l y dri l led b o th as so ld iers and

fro nt iersmen . I t had been Lewis’s in tent io n to camp a t some

distance up the M isso u ri ; bu t the la teness o f the seaso n, the

techn i ca l o bj ect io ns ra ised by Span ish o ffi cia ls , and Jefferso n
’

s

cha racteristi c suggestio n "
tha t a camp on the east

_

s ide, in
Ameri can ter rito ry , wo u ld save the appro pria tio n by a l lowing

P ers o ne l le

1 The actu a l da te o f s ign ing , a l tho ugh the trea ty was da ted A pri l 3o th .

3 See Thwa ites, Rocky Mounta in Explora tion , chap . v, fo r a cco unt o f the Lo u is iana
Purchase .

3 The number during the first year out ( 1 8 04) b ut there w ere some changes in

the spring o f 1 8 05. See l ist in no te o n p . 1 2. o f the present vo lume ; a lso the ro l ls
in the Orderly Bo o k , o n pp . 1 3, 1 4 , 30 , 31 , p ort.

Letter to Lew is, o f November1 6 th, 1 8 03, in A ppendi x.
[ xxxi ]



I NTRODUCTION

the men to draw the i r w inter’s rat io ns from the War Depa rt
men t, indu ced him to sto p a t Rive r Dub o is .

The j o u rna ls show tha t the w inte r was a bu sy o ne Cla rk
be ing engaged a t camp fo r the mo st pa rt, in o rganiz ing and

discip l in ing the pa rty, and a ccumu la ting sto res and bo a ts fo r

the lo ng u p -rive r j o u rney ; wh i le Lewi s was o ften in St . Lo u is,
co nsu l t ing w i th F rench fu r— t raders a nd o thers who knew the

co untry . On M a rch 9th and l o th, 1 804 , we find him the ch ief
o fficia l w i tness a t the fo rma l tra nsfer o f Upper Lo u is iana
a t fi rst from Spa in to F rance, a nd then from F rance to the

Un ited States .

The expedit io n sta rted from Camp River Dubo is o n M ay
1 4 th,

“ in the presence o f many o f the ne ighbo r ing inhab i tants,
and pro ceeded o n under a j entle brea se u p the M is

so u ri .” The lo ng and pa infu l u p
—stream j o u rney

du ring the summer and au tumn o f 1 804 was fo l

l owed by a winter spent in log hu ts enc lo sed by a sto u t pa l isade,
amo ng the M andan I ndians no t far from the p resent Bisma rck

,

No rth D ako ta . M aking a fresh sta rt from Fo rt M anda n ,
upo n the seventh o f Apri l , 1 805, there ensu ed a to i l some ex

p erience all the way to the headspring o f Jefferso n F o rk o f the

M isso u ri , wh ich was reached August 1 2th . Then came the

cro ss ing o f the rugged, snow-c lad Bi tterro o t M o unta ins, wh ich
here co nstitu te the divide, and the descent o f the fo aming
rapids and ca ta ra cts o f the Co lumb ia , unti l the Pacific Co ast
wa s reached in No vember. By Ch ristmas the p a rty were safe l y
ho u sed w ithin Fo rt Clatso p , a rude structu re — l i ke Fo rt
M andan

,
lo g hu ts with in a pa l isade co vering a p lo t o f gro und

s ome fifty feet squ a re.

1

Ano ther drea ry bu t busy winter was spent in studying the

na tives and making o ther scientific o bserva t io ns in the ne igh
bo rho o d, a nd fi l l ing thei r la rge no te-bo o ks with these
interest ing data . This was no t the seaso n, however,
fo r meeting any o f the numerous trading ma riners

who frequented the No rthwest Co ast ; thus the letter o f credi t
wh ich Jeffe rso n had given to Lewis pro ved o f no ava i l , and
fo r severa l mo nths the explo rers were o b l iged to exercise grea t

1 See plan o f the fo rt , in chapter xxi, vo l. i i i o f the present wo rk.
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ingenu ity in making trinkets with wh ich to o b ta in supplies from
the na t ives, who exhib i ted an ava ri cio us temperament .
Leaving Fo rt Clatso p the twenty-th ird o f M a rch , 1 806, the

retu rn o f the expedi tio n was de layed by heavy snows o n the

mo unta ino u s divide, and mu ch ha rdship was experi

enced. The a ctua l cro ss ing o f the range commenced
June l gth. By the fi rst o f Ju l y the pa rty had a rrived a t

Trave l lers’ Rest Creek, where the na t ive tra i ls co nverged, a nd
here they divided into two sec tio ns — Lewis’s p a rty go ing
d irect to the Fa l ls o f the M isso u ri , a nd afterwa rds explo ring
M a ria ’s River w ith a view to ascerta in ing its ava i lab i l ity as a

fur—trade ro u te to the no rth ; Cla rk and his co ntingent p ro
ceeding to the head o f naviga tio n o f the yea r befo re, and then
cro ssing o ver to the Ye l lowsto ne and descending that stream
to its junct io n with the M isso u ri . Pa rting company o n the

thi rd o f Ju l y , it was the twe l fth o f Augu st befo re the two

b ranches o f the expedit io n reun ited o n the M issou ri , severa l
days be low the mo u th o f the Ye l lowsto ne . The i r fina l happy
a rriva l a t St. Lo u is , o n the twenty—thi rd o f September, a fter a n
absence o f two yea rs; fo u r mo nths, and n ine days, is o ne o f the

fami l ia r events in America n h is to ry .

Th e re turn

THE STORY OF LEWIS AND CLARK’
S JOURNALS

The fina l entry in the j o u rna l o f Capta in Cla rk is sign ifica nt

Friday 25
“
[26] of Sept

'
f 1 8 06

a fine mo rn ing w e c ommenced w righting &c .

This shows tha t o n the th i rd day after the i r retu rns to c ivi l iza
tio n , the commanders began pla cing its l i tera ry reco rds into
defin iti ve fo rm. The histo ry o f these records , thus prompt ly
commenced , pro ved to be a lmo st as romanti c as tha t o f the

grea t disco very i tsel f.
In his deta i led instru ct io ns to Lewis (June 20, Presi

dent Jefferso n had displ ayed pa rt i cu la r co ncern fo r the j ou rn a ls
o f the pro po sed expedit io n to the Pacific, wh ich with all po ss i

1 Fo r this do cument, see A ppendi x
c
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b le scientifi c data were to be p repa red “
wi th great pa ins 8: a ccu

racy
,
to be entered dist inct l y , 81 inte l l igib l y fo r o thers a s we l l as
yo u rse l f. ” The no tes o f the two cap ta ins were to be

233533
“ gua rded aga inst l o ss by making co pies o f them

o ne o f these co p ies [to ] be wr itten o n the paper o f
the b i rch , a s less l i ab le to inju ry from damp than commo n

paper .” 1 No t o n ly were Lew is and Cla rk to keep su ch j o u r
ma ls , bu t th ey were to enco u rage the i r men to do l ikew ise .

J efferso n especia l l y requested o f Lew is tha t severa l co pies o f

y o u r no tes sho u l d be made at le isu re times 8: p ut in to
the ca re o f the mo st tru stwo rthy o f yo u r a ttendants, to gu a rd
by mu l tip l y ing them, aga inst the a ccidenta l l o sses to wh ich
they w i l l b e expo sed . The cap ta in was reminded tha t
the lo ss o f yo u rse l ves, we sh o u l d l o se a lso the info rmat io n y o u
w i l l h ave a cqu i red ;

”

a nd a s a fu rther p recau t io n wa s requ i red
to commun i ca te to u s, a t reaso n ab le in terva ls, a co py o f yo u r
j o u rna l , no tes 8: o b serva tio ns o f every kind, pu tt ing in to
cypher wha tever might do inju ry i f betrayed — fo r we have
seen tha t a t the t ime these inst ru ct io ns were wri tten the co untry
to b e explo red and thu s o pened to Ameri can trade, was in the

h ands o f the Span ish , who se su spi cio ns must no t be a ro u sed .

The two leaders fa ithfu l l y perfo rmed thei r du ty in this re

ga rd
, and the fo u r sergeants — Cha rles F lo yd , Pa tri ck Gass,

Th e
J o hn Ordway, a nd N athan ie l Pryo r — a l so w ro te

va r io u s j o u rna ls .

2 Tradit io n has it tha t at least th ree o f the
Jo u rn a ls

twen ty-th ree priva tes (Ro bert F raz ier, J o sep h Whi te
h o u se, and po ss ib l y Geo rge Shanno n) were, as we l l , diarists
u po n the expedit io n bu t the o n l y p riva te’s no te ~ b o o k now

known to u s is tha t o f Whi teh ou se.

I t was the da i l y custom o f the capta ins to make ro ugh no tes ,

w i th rude o u tl ine maps , .plans, and misce l laneo u s sketches,3 in
1 T his suggest io n wa s no t ado pted, in pra ct ice.

2 In the camp o rders issued by Lew is a nd Clark, May a 6th, 1 8 04. (see p ort, p .
o ccurs this sentence : The serg

'? in additio n to tho se [o ther] dut ies a re directed to

keep a seperate jo urna l from day to day of a ll pa ss ing o ccurrences , a nd such o ther o b
serva tio ns o n the co untry &C. a s sha l l appear to them wo rthy o f no t ice.

”

3 Clark wa s the draughtsma n o f the party . H is maps , sketches o f b irds, fi shes,
leaves, etc . , in the no te-bo o ks o f bo th Lew is and h imse lf, a nd o n separa te sheets o f

paper (fo r wh ich la tter, see o ur a t la s vo lume), a re wo rthy o f an eng ineer w ith better
tra ining than he had rece ived. They a re a ll carefu l ly reproduced in the present work .
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sententio u s ly with D o ri c s impl i city and V igo r o f phrase, and

o ften amu singly eccentr i c o rtho graphy ; Lew is, in mo re co rrect
dict io n, incl ined to expa tia te o n deta i ls, especia l l y w ith rega rd
to I ndians and na tu ra l h isto ry , and frequ en t l y revea l ing a

po eti c temperament and a co ns iderab le fund o f humo r .
In Feb rua ry, 1 806, when the expedit io n was upo n the

Pacific co a st, Pres ident Jeffe rso n sent to Co ngress a message
enc lo sing, amo ng o th er ma tters, a letter from Lew is ,
da ted a t Fo rt M andan in the previo u s Apri l , ju st a s
the exp lo rers were leaving fo r the upper co untry ;

1

a t th at po int the pa rty had passed th ei r fi rst winter . This
commun i ca t io n , describ ing the experiences o f the expedit io n
as far a s F o rt M andan

,
was a ccompan ied by brief repo rts o f

explo ra t i o ns o n the Red a nd Wa shi ta r ivers by Dr. Sib ley,
Dr. H un ter

,
and Wil l iam C . Dunb a r, to gether wi th sta t isti cs

o f the Western tri bes a nd o ther da ta o f the kind ; the i l l
asso rted who le be ing prompt l y p rinted a s a pub l ic do cument .2

Based u po n th is fragmen ta ry pub l i catio n there so o n sprung
up , b o th in England and Ameri ca , a l o ng l ist o f po pu l a r com

p ila tio ns te l l ing the sto ry o f the Lew is and Cla rk expeditio n
du r ing its first yea r, expanded w ith miscel laneo us info rma tio n
ab ou t the Western I ndians, p icked up here and there — some

o f it s ingu la rly ina ccu ra te.

3

A y ea r later (ea rly in 1 o n l y a few mo nths after the retu rn
o f the pa rty , there was pub l ished at Ph i lade lp h ia the fi rst deta i led

repo rt o f the entire to u r ; be ing the j o u rna l o f Sergeant
Pa trick Gass

,
an o b servant ma n, who se ro ugh bu t gen

erally accu ra te no tes had been expanded with sma l l re
ga rd to l i tera ry style, by an I rish scho o lmaster, named D avid
M cKeeha n, o fWe l lsbu rg

,
West Virgin ia . This l ittle vo lume o f

ab o ut 8 wo rds
,

‘
w i th its cu rio us l y crude i l lustrat io ns , was

reprinted in Lo ndo n in 1 808 , wh i le new Ameri can editio ns ap
p eared a t Phi lade l p hia in 1 8 10, 1 8 1 1 , and 1 8 1 2, and a F rench
t rans lat io n a t Pa ris in 1 8 10 . It is now,

in any fo rm, a ra rity .

1 Fo r th is do cument, see A ppendix.
2 See first i tem in Bib l io graph ica l Da ta , in the present vo lume, p ort.
3 See Co unterfe it Pub l ica tio ns, " in B ib l iograph ica l Data .

1 See Bib l iogra phica l Da ta , fo r descript io n o f the vario us editio ns o f Gass’s Jo urna l.
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It had been the intentio n o f Lewis and Cla rk to pub l ish
the i r own j o u rna ls ; they had presented no o fficia l deta i led
repo rt to the go vernment, it be ing left with them by L ew i s ,

s

Jefferso n, as we sha l l see
,
to make such l itera ry u se p rOS p ec tUS.

o f the i r materia l as they saw fi t. Du ring the yea r
fo l low ing the retu rn, and the o ne in wh ich Gass’s J o u rna l had
appea red, Lewis issued a p ro spec tus anno uncing the speedy
pub l ica tio n o f the o fficia l na rra t ive by C . 81 A . Co nrad , o f

Phi lade lph ia . The fi rst vo lume was to co nta in the narrat ive
o f the vo yage,

”

the seco nd to be devo ted ch iefly to an a cco unt
o f the I ndian nat io ns distribu ted o ver tha t vast regio n ,

”

a nd

the th ird exclus ive l y to scient ific resea rch .

” Apa rt from th is,
was to be pub l ished “ Lew is and Cla rk’s M ap o f No rth
America , from l o ngitu de 9

°

west to the
“Pa cific Ocean ,

and

between 36
°

and 52
°

no rth la t itude, w i th extensive ma rgina l
no tes, dimens io ns fiv e feet e igh t inches by th ree feet ten

inches, _
embracing all the i r la te disco veries and th at pa rt o f

the co n t inent he reto fo re the least known .

Unfo rtunate l y fo r th is enterp rise, bo th exp lo rers so o n a fter
thei r retu rn had rece ived, to gether w i th commiss io ns a s gen

er
a
ls , impo rtant go vernment appo intmen ts : Lewis

De la y ed
bemg made go verno r o f Lo u isiana Terrlto ry , and b y pub l ic
Clark its superintendent o f I ndian affa i rs and b riga

dune s

dier-genera l o f mi l it ia? The o nero us duties apperta in ing to

these o ffices, in the new and vast territo ry th ro ugh which they
had j o u rneyed, were necessa ri l y abso rb ing ; and ne ither being
a l itera ry man

, the task o f pub l i cat io n under such ci rcum
stances was eas i l y deferred .

Urged by Jeffe rso n — who from the fi rst had been keen l y
desi ro us to have the reco rds o f the explo ra t io n a s so o n a s p o s

s ib le made the commo n p ro perty o f the wo rld — it was in 1 809

agreed that Genera l Lewis sho u ld in ea rnest undertake the

wo rk . H e was trave l l ing o n ho rseback th ro ugh Tennessee,
1 See Appendix

,
fo r this pro spectus.

9 Upo n the expedit io n, Lew is he ld a capta incy in the F irst Infantry ; Clark had
been commi ss io ned as seco nd l ieutenant o f art i l lery . On the ir return they bo th
resigned from the army — C lark on Februa ry a 7th , 1 8 07 , and Lew is o n March zd

fo l low ing . March 3d, Jeff erson s igned Lew is’s commiss io n, and n ine day s la ter
Clark' s.
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o n his way to Washingto n , intending thereafter to go to Phi l
adel p hia to enter upo n th is edi to ria l task, when he lo st his l i fe

du ri ng the n igh t o f Octo ber r 1 th. A guest, a t the
t ime, o f a ways ide sett ler some s ixty mi les so u thwest
o f N ashvi l le, it wa s repo rted that he had committed

su i cide — a theo ry wh ich Jefferso n , p ro b ab l y his c lo sest friend ,
a ccepted witho u t quest io n ; but it was and sti l l is be l ieved by
many that he was mu rdered fo r the sma l l sum o fmo ney upo n
his perso n a t the time .

1

Cl a rk, now the so le su rviving head o f the expedit io n ,
p rompted by the indefa t igab le Jefferso n, appea rs to have

Cla rk
so o n so ught the ass istance o f a n edito r in b ringing

eng a g es o u t the p ro po sed pub l ica t io n . I t seems tha t, pro b
B iddle

ab ly ea rly m 1 8 10 , o vertu res were made to h1m from
some l itera ry perso n in Richmo nd, Vi rgin ia ;

2 but these he
rej ected, and ea rnestl y so l i c i ted the aid o f Nicho las B iddle , o f
Phi ladel p hia . B iddle

,
who wa s descended from o ne o f the

o l dest Ph i ladel ph ia fami l ies, had gradu ated from Princeto n in
his s ixteenth y ea r he had been secreta ry to Jo hn Arm

s tro ng, o u r min ister to F rance and whi le in Pa ris had
superintended the payment o f Ameri can c la ims growing o ut

o f the Lo u is iana Pu rchase — in th is capac i ty grea t l y su rp ris ing
the F rench o fiicia ls bo th by his b ri l l iancy and his yo u th .

After t rave l l ing extens ive ly in Eu ro pe, he became secreta ry to
M r . M o nro e wh i le the l a tter was mini ster to Great Bri ta in,
bu t in 1 807 retu rned to p racti se law in Phi lade lph ia . At the

t ime o f Cla rk’s inv i tat io n , Biddle was bu t twenty-fo u r yea rs
o f age ; neverthe less he had a l ready a tta ined co ns iderab le
repu ta t io n a s a fina ncier, lawyer, a nd man o f letters — in the

last-named fie l d be ing edito r o f the P ort—folio — and so cia l l y
was by many co ns i dered bo th the handsomest and the mo st

ch a rming man in Ph i lade l ph i a , a s he certa in ly was o ne o f the

mo st cu l t iva ted . It is sma l l wo nder that Cla rk se lected him
a s the wri ter o f the na rra tive.

1 See discussio n in Goues , Maui: a nd Cla rk, i , pp . xl—lvu ; and Whee ler, 771:
Tra il qf

’

Lefw iJ a nd Cla rk (New York , i, pp . 6 1 — 74 .

2 See Biddle-Clark correspo ndence in Co ues, Lew is a nd Cla rk, i, pp . lxxxn
et seq.
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In his seco nd letter to Biddle, da ted Feb rua ry 2o th, 1 8 10,
from the home o f his fa ther-in— law,

Co lo ne l Geo rge H anco ck
,

nea r F inca stle, Vi rgin ia — then be ing vis ited by the genera l
he invi tes his co rrespo ndent to come to him a t tha t place

,

where I have my bo o ks and memo randoms a nd stay w ith me
a week o r two read o ver 8: make yo u rsel f th ereby a cqu a inted
w i th everyth ing wh ich may no t be exp la ined in the J o u rna ls .

Su ch pa rts a s may no t be fu l l , I can expla in , a nd add

such addi tio na l ma tter a s I may reco l lect . I b ro ugh t the

Bo o ks w i th me to Co py su ch pa rts a s are intended fo r the

B o tan i ca l wo rk whi ch I sha l l send to Do ct
f Ba rto n, and w i l l

de l ive r the B o o ks to you i f y o u wi l l engage to wri te the

naritive Sec.

On the th i rd o f M a rch B iddle rep l ied to C la rk , regretting
“
tha t it w i l l be o u t o f my powe r to undertake wha t y ou had

the po l iteness to o ffer ; expla in ing that “ My o ccupa t io ns
necessari l y co nfine me to Ph i l ‘. and I have ne ither hea l th no r

leisu re to do suffi cient ju sti ce to the fru i ts o f your enterp rize
a nd ingenu i ty . Yo u canno t be lo ng however w i th o u t making
a mo re fo rtuna te select io n .

”

Two weeks later
,
howeve r (M a rch he aga in addressed

Cla rk — who was st i l l a t Fincastle and repo rts hav ing been
seen by some o f the la tter’s friends in Phi lade lp h ia ; the resu l t
o f the co nference be ing tha t he w i l l therefo re very readi l y
agree to do all tha t is in my power fo r the adva ncement o f

the wo rk ; and I think I can promise with some co nfidence
tha t it sha l l be ready as so o n as the pub l isher is p repa red to

print it . H aving made up my mind to day, I am des i ro us
tha t no de lay sha l l o ccu r o n my pa rt .

”

H e therefo re w i l l so o n
vi sit the genera l a t Finca stle . The latter repl ied (M a rch 25)
w ith “ mo st s incere a cknowledgements fo r the friend ly sent i
ments,

”

a nd u rged a n immedia te
'

v isit,
“
as my bu siness ca l ls

me to Lo u is ia na ; a nd no th ing deta ins me, but the bu s iness I
wish wi th y o u .

”

Biddle made the trip to Fincastle, no ted Cla rk
’

s o ra l sta te
ments, a nd ca rried ba ck wi th him to Phi ladel p h ia the j o u rna ls
a nd maps o f the expedit io n ,

from w hich he a t o nce began to

prepare its h isto ry . In M ay , Cla rk sent to the edito r Geo rge
xxxix
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Shanno n 1
who , when a lad o f s ixteen yea rs , had creditab l y

served as o ne o f the priva tes in the detachment . Then
twenty—three yea rs o ld, a nd stu dying fo r the law,

Sh anno n appears to have rema ined in Ph i lade lph ia
du ring mo st o f the time spent in draugh t ing the

na rrative, and to have ma teria l l y ass isted B iddle b o th in inte r

p reting the no te-bo o ks and
‘ giving perso na l reco l lect io ns o f

the tou r . No t o n ly d id Cla rk tender the servi ces o f Shanno n ,

bu t he h imse l f was in frequ ent co rrespo nden ce w ith the edito r,
2

and pu rchased and fo rwa rded to him the j o u rna l o f Se rgeant
Ordway . The j o u rna l o f Sergeant Ga ss b eing a l ready in print,
was o f cou rse a lso a ccess ib le to Biddle .

The ta lented young edi to r a t o nce su rrendered himse l f
a lmo st completel y to the difficu l t task befo re him ; he had
p romised Cla rk tha t the na rra t ive sh o u l d b e ready fo r the press
w ith in twe l ve mo nths . By the seventh o f Ju ly he appea rs to
have fin ished the sto ry up to Ju l y 7th, 1 805, abo ve the F a l ls
o f the M issou ri ; fo r in a no te to his distingu ished co rrespo nd
ent, ch iefly co ncern ing the maps fo r the pub l i cat io n,3 he pl ay
fu l l y says : “ To day I h ave sen t y ou and ten men up into a

b o ttom to lo o k fo r wo o d to make cano es a fter the u nhappy
fa i lu re o f yo u r i ro n bo a t . A yea r la ter (Ju ly 8

,
1 8 1 1 ) he

wro te to Cla rk , info rming him that he had “ comp leted the

wo rk agreeab le to o u r engagement, and was ready to pu t it
to the p ress whenever M r. Co nrad cho se .

”

1 Shanno n w as bo rn in Pennsy lvania , o f a go od fami ly , in 1 78 7 . A fter the
return o f the expedit io n he lo st a leg a s the resu lt o f a wo und a t the hands of Indians,
the amputa tio n having ta ken p la ce at St. Cha rles, M o . So on after serving B iddle,
he was admitted to the b a r a t Lou isvi l le , Ky . becoming a c ircu it judge in K en

tucky , a state senato r in M isso uri , and U . 8 . district a ttorn ey fo r M issouri . He died
sudden ly in court in 1 8 36 , aged fo rt y

-nine y ears .

2 T he fo l low ing memo randa , fo und in C lark-Vo o rhis no te-bo o k No . 4 , w ere
evident ly made b y Genera l Clark a t this t ime

Mem. Enquire at S! Louis into the Situa tio n 8: number o f the Crow Indians 8: which, if
either, o f their bands is ca lled the Paunch Indians.

A lso for some Indian speeches .

Story o f the Osage on the subject o f the Beaver.
Send to M .

’ Biddle every thing authentic a: not yet published on the subject of the Fur fi ade.

Get an Indian So ng
about the Fur T rade

Fur Compy ED.

8 Which were be ing prepared by F. R. Hassler, of Schenectady , N. Y.
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In o ur day , a manusc ri pt o f th is cha racte r wou l d eagerly be
so ugh t by pub l ishers. Stan ley , No rdenskjold , Nansen, and

H edin h ave had bu t to cho o se amo ng appl i cants
W a n ted

from the bo o k—trade . Ninety yea rs ago , the s itua t io n a p u b

wa s far diffe rent . Jo hn Co nrad, a prominent pub
”S h er

lisher o f his day , was fina l l y p reva i led u po n to u ndertake the
wo rk , the financia l o u tcome o f whi ch seemed to some o thers
do ub tfu l . H e appea rs to have entered into the p roject w ith
mu ch inte rest ; bu t by the t ime B iddle wa s ready, Co nrad had
fa l len in to finan cia l stra i ts, and in due co u rse Was plunged into
bankruptcy ; fo r this was the per io d o f the seco nd war w i th
England , a nd bus iness was u nsett led . Biddle a cco rdingly
wri tes to Cla rk, Ju ly 4 th, 1 8 1 1 , sta ting the fa cts in the case,
and incidenta l l y ment io n ing that “ Last win ter I was p re

vented from go ing to the legis latu re ch iefly by a des i re to stay
81 superintend the prin ting .

”

H e has , however, made an

a rrangement wi th Thomas Bradfo rd,
“
o ne o f the best b o o k

sel lers here, and ho pes tha t “
we can p ro ceed vigo ro us l y 81

so o n get the vo lumes b u t .

”

Desp ite Biddle ’

s o p timism affa i rs dragged s low ly , fo r
'

B rad
fo rd’s te rms were unsat isfa cto ry . Over a yea r later (Sep tember 5,

we find Cla rk o ffe ring Bidd le the h a l f o f every pro fit
a ris ing from it, i f y o u wi l l attend to it, have it Completed as

far a s it is po ssib le and necessa ry . printed pub l ished 81c . in

cluding the advances which h ave and may be necessa ry 81 C.

”

Biddle do es no t appea r to have a ccepted th is
.
fi nancial pro po s i

t io n ; fami l ia r with the bo o k ma rket, he probab l y ant i cipa ted
the fa i lu re o f the project .
Th ro ugh o u t the co u rse o f the wo rk Co nrad co ntinued his

friendly co ncern , and assisted B iddle in his strenu o u s sea rch
fo r a pub l isher . No vember 1 2th, he writes Biddle tha t he
has tried Jo hnso n 81 Wa rner witho u t success ; tha t-firm “

seem

to have so inco rrect an idea o f the va lue o f the wo rk and pro b
ab le p ro fits a ri s ing from the pub l ica t io n o f it.

”

H e advises
Biddle to agree to M r . Bradfo rds o ffer . I t is I am co nfident
the best b a rga in y ou can make fo r Gen l Cla rke . The co py
righ t I p resume wi l l be in him (Gen l . C .) 81 I suppo se he w i l l
derive the enti re benefit o f the sa le of the M . S . in England .
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This advice Biddle in du e t ime fe l t impe l led to a ccept, and
Feb rua ry 23d, 1 8 13, te l ls Cla rk th at h aving fo und B radfo rd’s

A b _

te rms no t su ch a s I th o ught advantageo u s I made
p ul i sbe t p ro po sa ls to a ll the bo o kse l lers in town . The stag

na t io n in tha t b ra nch o f bus iness wa s so grea t that
no o ne wa s w i l l ing to emb a rk in it, and after a grea t dea l o f
fru i t less nego cia tio n I wa s o b l iged to retu rn and o n the adv i ce
o f MTCo n rad a ccept M 5 Bradfo rd’s p ro po sa ls I now

wa it o n l y fo r the engravers who w i l l so o n I h o pe fin ish thei r
wo rk a nd then we can strike o ff the p rint ing immediate l y 81 in
a l i ttle time the wo rk w i l l be pub l ished .

” Neverthe less a yea r
was spent in the mechan i ca l execu tio n o f the two sma l l vo lumes.

M eanwh i le the pub li shing fi rm o f Bradfo rd 81 Inskeep
, who

had undertaken the wo rk , in thei r tu rn became inso lven t and
a t the a ctua l t ime o f pub l i cat io n (Feb rua ry 20 , 1 8 14 )

1
were in

the bankruptcy co u rt.
Just befo re go ing to p ress, Biddle was e lected to the legis

la ture
,
in wh i ch he so o n wo n a n env iab le repu ta tio n fo r sta tes

P am
man l i ke qua l it ies . Be ing thus p reven ted from p a y

A l len ’
s ing that a ttenti o n to the bo o k whi ch he tho ugh t it

re v’s’o ”
deserved , he engaged Pau l Al len

, a Ph i lade lph ia
newspape r writer, to supervise the issue. In a letter to Cl a rk

(M a rch rev iewmg some o f the ci rcumstances o f the pub l i
cat io n , Biddle says : “ The gent leman who rece ived and p re

pa red it fo r the press, M r . Al len ,
is a very capab le perso n , a nd

a s I di d no t pu t the fin ishing hand to the vo lumes I did no t

th ink it right to take from him the credit o f his own exertio n
and ca re b y a nno uncing perso na l l y the pa rt wh ich I had in the

compi la tio n . I am co ntent tha t my tro ub l e in the bu siness

sh o u l d be recogn ized o n ly by the pleasu re wh i ch a ttended
it a nd a lso by the satisfa ctio n o f making yo u r a cqu a intance,
wh ich I sha l l a lways va lue . I co u l d h ave wished th a t yo u r
t ime had permi tted y o u to revise the wh o le o f the wo rk , a s
no do ubt some erro rs a nd inadvertencies ha v e from the na

tu re o f the vo lumes a nd the c i rcumstances attending the pub
lica tio n crept into them . I ho pe however that yo u wi l l no t

1 T he da te o f the first sa le o f vo lumes. See Coues, Lm i: a nd Cla rk, i , pp . xci,
xc i i , fo r deta i led sta tement o f the financ ia l o utcome of the enterprise
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The s ize o f the edi tio n was, appa rent l y, co pies .

1 Of
th ese it wo u l d seem tha t 583 were e i ther lo st in some manner

A p ro fi t

“
suppo sed to be destro yed in b inder’s o r p rinter’s

(aims

hands — o r were defective from lacking pl ates ; this
wo u l d leave fo r sa le o n l y perfect co p ies, wh ich

exp la ins why the bo o k is now ra re. The net pro fits o n the

enterp rise were compu ted a t o f wh ich ne ither Cla rk
no r Bidd le appea rs to have rece ived a penny . The co pper
p la tes o f the engraved maps became the pro perty o f the la tter,
and are no w owned by his so n, the

"

H o n . Cra ig B iddle, o f
Phi lade l ph ia . To Cla rk was left the co pyright. As fo r the

he i rs o f Lew is , we find them
2
as la te as 1 8 1 6— 17 making app li

cat io n to Cla rk fo r thei r sha re o f the ea rn ings , persuaded tha t ,

pro fit a ris ing from tha t wo rk has been rece ived , and be ing
info rmed b y the l atter of the disma l resu l t o f the enterp rise.

Over two a nd a ha l f yea rs after the pub l i ca tio n , a letter from
Cla rk to Jefferso n (Octo ber 1 0, revea ls the fa ct that
the exp lo re r had h imse l f “ no t been so fo rtu na te as to pro cu re
a s ingle vo lume, as y et — thus showing tha t Bradfo rd , in the

midst o f his financ ia l t ro ub les, had no t ca rried o u t the abo ve
ment io ned agreement w ith Biddle, to transmi t a co py o f the

wo rk to the man ch iefly co ncerned in its appearance .

The service o f B iddle in editing the j o u rna ls o f the Lew is

D iffi cu lt
and Cla rk expedi ti o n, was a far mo re diflicu lt l itera ry

o f B idd le 's u ndertaking than is commo n l y suppo sed . The en

’a s"
t i re mass o f no tes wh ich he had befo re him may be

thus ro ugh ly compu ted :

Lew is and Cla rk jo urna ls (Amer. Philo so phica l
So c iety codices) wo rds
Ga ss Jo urna l ( as p rinted)
Ordway Jo urna l unknown , but po ssib ly

To th is we shou l d add abo u t wo rds in the Cla rk
Vo o rh is co l lectio n, later to be described , and undo ubtedly a t

1 In th is, I fo l low Goues.
9 Co ues, L. a nd C. , i , pp . xc i i i , xc i v.
Pub l ished in our A ppendix.
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o ne t ime in Bidd le
’

s ha nds ; and wha teve r addi t io na l no tes he
may h imse l f have made du ring co nversa t io ns w ith Cla rk a nd

Shanno n ,
o r as the resu l t o f co rrespo ndence with the fo rmer

— and they mu st have been c0p io us . A la rge p ro po rti o n o f

the scient ific ma tter o f the Lewis and Cla rk no te-bo o ks
,
how

ev er, wh ich may have aggrega ted a fo u rth o f the jo u rna ls as a

who le, had a t the o utset been e l imina ted by Cl a rk and Biddle .

This ma teria l , ca refu l l y co pied o ut, was sent to Dr . Benjamin
Smi th Ba rto n , an eminent natu ra l ist in Ph i lade l ph ia .

l

B n

Dr . Ba rto n agreed to edi t a spe cia l vo lume,
“
wh ich p r

a

o pg
t

s

’

e

s

il
was to h ave been (by co ntra ct) prepa red in six mo nths

W° rk

from the time
”

o f the appea rance o f the na rrat i ve o f the

jo u rney . Owing to Ba rto n’

s i l lness a nd co nsequent dea th , th is
“
cientific pa rt was no t written . Thus, whi le the Biddle

na rrat i ve gives a po pu la r a cco unt o fsome o f the principa l disco v
eries, the scient ific data so l abo rio u s l y kept by Lewis and Cla rk ,
chiefly the fo rmer , ha s no t he reto fo re been pub l ished .

It was Biddle
’

s task to weave th is mass o f heterogeneo us
da ta into a readab le pa raph ra se wh ich sho u l d have u n i ty and a

Simple
a
nd fo rcefu l l itera ry sty le . Ado p ting so far

A s ucce s s _

as p o smble the langu age of the o rigina l j o u rna ls , ra i pa ra
where essent ia l he ampl ifies and expla ins them from

ph a s e

his additio na l da ta — Cla rk a nd Shanno n’

s verba l sta tements,
and the Ordway and Gass j o u rna ls, ass ist ing him to a mo re
comp lete u nderstanding . The nea rly wo rds o f

manuscript he co ndensed in to p rin ted wo rds . The

first perso n plu ra l is used , save where the capta ins a re individ
ually ment io ned , and then we have the third perso n s ingu la r .
So ski l fu l l y is the wo rk do ne, tha t pro bab l y few have rea l iz ed
tha t they had no t befo re them the veritab le jou rna ls o f the

explo rers themse lves, wr i tten upo n the spo t . The resu l t wi l l
a lways rema in o ne o f the best digested and mo st interesting
bo o ks o f Amer i can trave l , compa ra b le in many respects w ith
Astoria and Bonnev ille

’

:Adv entures o f co u rse lacking I rving’s

1 A pro fesso r of medic ine in the Un ivers ity o f Pennsy lvan ia , and a vice-president
of the American Phi lo so ph ica l So c iety .

2 Clark’s letter to Jefferson,
'

dated St . Lou is, Oct. 1 0, 1 8 1 6 , g iven in our

Appendix.
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cha rm o f style, bu t po ssess ing wha t I rving
’

s two Western cla ss i cs
do no t, the ring o f tru th , wh ich never fa i ls to appea l to tho se
who l o ve a ta le o f no b le adventu re in the cau se o f civi l iz a t io n .

l

We have seen tha t Jefferso n, who set o n fo o t the expedit io n ,

had from the fi rst expressed mu ch co ncern in its reco rds , bo th
in the making and the pub l i ca t io n . H e had u rged

diiiiiigfi
’

ed
the i r ea rl y print ing, and o n Lewis ’s dea th spu rred
Cla rk to a ct io n ; w ith what resu l t, ha s been re la ted .

The di la to riness o f tha t perfo rmance fo r wh ich C la rk
,
how

ever, wa s o n l y pa rtl y respo ns ib le — fretted the grea t man .

December 6th, 1 8 13, he wro te to B a ro n v o n H umbo ldt
“ Yo u wi l l fi nd it inco ncei vab le that Lewis’s j ou rney to the

Pa cific sho u l d no t yet have appea red ; no r is it in my po wer
to tel l y o u the rea so n. The measu res taken by his su rvivi ng
compan io n, Cla rk, for the pub l i cat io n, h ave no t answered o ur

w ishes in po int o f dispa tch . I think , howev er, from what I
have hea rd , tha t the mere j o u rna l wi l l be o u t w i th in a few

weeks
.

in two vo lumes, 8 v o . These I wi l l take ca re to send

y o u w ith the to b a cco seed y o u des i red , i f it be po ss ib le fo r
them to escape the tho u sand ships o f o ur enemies spread o ver
the o cean . The b o tan i ca l and zo o l o gica l disco veries o f Lewis
w i l l p ro bab l y experience greater de lay, and become known to

the wo rld th ro ugh o ther channels befo re that vo lume wi l l be
ready . The At las, I be l ieve, wa i ts o n the le isure o f the

engrave r. ” 2 Nearl y a hundred yea rs h ave e lapsed, and u nt i l
the present wo rk ne i ther scient ific da ta no r a t las has been given
to the pub l i c .
Three yea rs la ter we fi nd Jefferso n inst itu ting a

Sea rch fo r the manuscrip t j o u rna ls o f the exp lo rers, with a

V iew o f pla cing them in the a rch ives o f the Amer ican
Ph i l o so ph i ca l So ciety . H e wr ites (Apri l to

n gfii Pro f. Jo seph F . Co rrea da Se rra , a b o tan ist
.

then
ho l ding membershi p in the So c iety , ask i ng him in

the cause o f science to interest h imse l f in the ma tter, and

1 Fo r a b ib l io graph ica l account of the Biddle paraphra se, see M r. Paltsits
’

s B ib l io
graph ical Data in the present vo lume.

9 See fu l l text, in A ppendix.
The correspo ndence here c ited is g iven in fu l l in the Appendi x.
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describ ing in some deta i l the cha racter o f the do cumen ts

w ith wh ich he was h imse l f fami l ia r, fo r he had ha ndled them
a t M o n t i ce l lo . These papers, he info rms Da Serra

,

“
a re the

pro perty o f the go vernment
, the fru i ts o f the expedit io n u nder

taken a t su ch expence o f mo ney a nd risk o f va lu ab le l iv es .

They co nta in exact l y the wh o le o f the info rma t io n wh ich it
was o u r o bj ect to o b ta in fo r the benefit o f o u r own co untry
a nd o f the wo rld , bu t we were w i l l ing to give to Lewis and

Cla rke wha tever pecu n ia ry benefi ts migh t be derived from the

pub l i ca tio n, and therefo re left the papers in thei r hands , taking
fo r granted tha t thei r interests wo u l d pro du ce a speedy pub l i
ca tio n

, wh i ch wo u l d be better if do ne u nder thei r di rect io n .

bu t the dea th o f Cap
? Lewis, the distance and o ccupa t io ns o f

Genera l C la rke
, and the bankruptcy o f the i r b o o kse l ler, have

reta rded the pub l i ca tio n, a nd rendered necessa ry tha t the go v
crament sho u l d a ttend to the rec lama t io n 81 secu rity o f the

papers . the i r reco ve ry is now become a n imp eri o u s du ty .

the i r safest depo s i t as fast as they can be co l lected , wi l l be the

Ph i lo so phi ca l so ciety, who no do ub t wi l l be so kind a s to

recieve and p reserve them, subject to the o rder o f go vern
men t . As to any c la ims o f individua ls to these pape rs , it
is to be o bserved tha t

,
a s be ing the pro perty o f the -pub l i c

,
we

are certa in nei ther Lewis no r Cla rke w o u l d unde rtake to co n

v ey away the righ t to them, and tha t th ey co u ld no t co nvey
them, had they been capab le o f in tending it . my in te r
ference w i l l , I trust, be excu sed, no t o n l y from the

‘

p o rtio n wh ich
every c i t iz en has in wha teve r is pub l i c , bu t from the pecu l ia r
pa rt I have had in the des i gn and execu t io n o f this expedi tio n .

”

I t appea rs tha t Biddle , who st i l l h e ld the maj o ri ty o f the

no te bo o ks, wa s dis incl ined to su rrende r them to Jefferso n
save o n o rder o f Cla rk . Septembe r 8 th, J efferso n wro te to

the genera l , so l i cit ing su ch an o rder, to
“ be given in favo r

e i ther o f the War o flice o r myself. . I sho u l d rece ive them
o n l y in tru st fo r the Wa r oflise to which they b e l o ng, a nd

take the i r o rders rela t ing to them. H e w ishes to depo s i t
wi th the Phi lo so ph i ca l So ciety “ fo r safekeeping the trave l l ing
po cket j ou rna ls as o rigina ls to be recu rred to o n a ll interesting
questio ns a rising o u t o f the pub l ished jo u rna l ; his des i re
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be ing to secu re to the wo rld all the beneficia l resu lts we were
ent i t led to expect from it [the expediti o n] , a nd wh ich wo u l d
so fu l l y ju sti fy the exp ences o f the expedi tio n incu rred by the
Un i ted Sta tes in tha t expecta t io n .

Octo ber t o th , Cla rk respo nds to Jefferso n by enclo s ing a n

Order o n my friend MTBiddle fo r the papers in his po sses
s i o n ,

” Bidd le be ing a t the same t ime ins tructed, as his agen t
,

to co l lect a ll the Bo o ks , papers , spec imens, 81C.

”

in the ha nds
o f Dr . Ba rto n

’

s he i rs o r o thers . C la rk exp resses i nterest in
Jefferso n ’

s des i re to co l lect the pape rs, and adds : F rom the

mo rtifica tio n o f no t hav eing su cceeded in giv ing to the wo rl d a ll

the resu l ts o f tha t exped itio n , I fee l Re l ief 81 grea titude fo r the
inte rest whi ch y o u a re w i l l ing to take, in effecting what has no t

been in my powe r _

to a ccompl ish .

” Neverthe less, we sha l l
p resentl y see tha t Cla rk had reta ined in his po ssess io n a t St.

Lo u is fiv e o f his own o rigina l j o u rna ls , nea r ly a ll the maps made
by him u po n the expedit io n, a nd many miscel laneo us do cu
ments co nce rn ing the enterpri se ; these he did no t su rrender.
Jefferso n now writes to Dr. Jo hn Vaugh an o f the So ciety

(Ju ne 28 , saying tha t a l th o ugh Da Serra had o b ta ined
severa l no te-b o o ks from M r. B idd le and M rs . Ba rto n , co n

siderable diffi cul ty is being experienced in co l lect ing a ll the

do cuments . Evident l y mu ch anno yed, he p ro po ses to b r ing
p ressu re to bea r, thro ugh the secreta ry o f war,

“
tha t oflice

having some righ ts to these papers .

”

The further suggest io n
is made, that the So ciety pub l ish “ in thei r Transa ct io ns o r

o therwise, a digest o f the “
z o o lo gica l , vegetab le 81 minera

logica l papers 81 subj ects .

”

On the e ighth o f Apri l
,
1 8 1 8 , we lea rn -from the manu

script minutes o f the co rpo ra t io n th a t M r . Nicho las Biddle

B iddle
depo sited the o rigina l j o u rna ls o f Lew is a nd Cla rk ,

s urrenders w ith an a cco unt o f them and o f tho se j o urna ls and
n o te-b o o ks 1 1do cumen ts wh ich he was no t po ssessed o f. The

depo s i t co ns isted o f e igh teen no te—bo o ks a nd twe lve pa rce ls o f

lo o se sheets ; o f these, th i rteen are in red—mo ro cco co vers
seven by Lewis and six by Cla rk .

1

1 The correspondence to uch ing upon this event w i l l be fo und in fu l l in the

Appendix.
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H ere the reco rds ' o f Jefferso n’

s sea rch sudden ly cease .

Ne i the r the federa l go vernment no r the American Phi lo so ph
ica l So ciety having dec ided to pub l ish them

, these
precio u s manuscrip ts s lumbered u nto u ched fo r nea r ly 8532s
seventy-fi ve yea rs in the l ib ra ry vau l t o f the So ciety ,
practi ca l l y u nknown to h isto rica l scho la rs o u tsi de o f tha t inst i
turio n . In 1 892, Dr . E l l io tt Co ues , eminent as a scientist and
trave l ler, as we l l as an edito r o f American h isto rica l so u rces ,
wa s engaged in prepa ring the new edit io n o f B iddle

, to which
frequent reference has a l ready been made . M o st i f no t a ll o f

his ma tter was befo re him in ga l ley pro o fs, when he lea rned
fo r the first t ime o f the existence o f the o rigina l ma nuscrip ts in
Phi lade lp h ia . Armed wi th a letter from the expl o re r’s so n

,

J efferso n Kea rny Cl a rk , o f St. Lo u is, Co ues requested the l o an
o f the no te—bo o ks from the i r cu sto dian . This was granted by
the So ciety (vo te o f December a nd the manuscripts were
a cco rdingly sent to him a t Wash ingto n . Co nc luding tha t it
was to o la te to b lo ck o u t the wo rk a fresh and disca rd Bidd le’s
text, he compromised by enri ch ing his no tes w i th many ci ta
t io ns from the o rigina ls — unfo rtuna te l y free l y mo dern ized

,
as

was his custom with all the Western manu scripts which he
edited ; and from them he a lso comp i led a new chap te r in the

Bidd le sty le, wh ich he inserted into the bo dy o f the bo o k
, as

tho ugh a pa rt o f the Biddle text. H is mo dified excerpts but
served to whet the ap pet i tes o f students o f Amer ican h isto ry,
and thu s led to the p roj ect fo r the i r eventua l pub l i ca tio n in
extenso and wi th l itera l accu racy .

In retu rn ing the ‘ j o u rna ls to the So ciety, Co ues transmi tted
the rewith a deta i led repo rt upo n thei r sco pe and co nditio n .

’

While in his po ssessio n ,
he attached to ea ch co dex

Co ues
,

s

(no te-bo o k) a memo randum summa riz ing its co ntents, repo rt o n
and to each gave an identi fy ing letter, runn ing from
A to T . This was commendab le ; bu t certa in o ther l iberties
which he to o k w ith the manuscripts merit o u r co ndemna t io n
— fo r in many co dices be freel y inte rl ined the text w i th his
own verba l changes a nd comments ; and in genera l appea red

1 Pub l i shed in American Phi lo so phica l Proceedings, xxi (No . pp . 1 7—33 ;

reprinted, in abbrevia ted fo rm, in o ur A ppendix .
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to trea t the ma teria l a s tho ugh mere co p y fo r the p rinter, which

migh t be revised by him wi th impun i ty . Appa ren tl y the

co dices rema ined uno pened afte r the i r retu rn ; fo r it wa s n o t

un ti l the summer o f 1 903 tha t the So ciety au tho ri t ies we re
made awa re, by o ne who was examin ing them in deta i l , o f the
su rpris ing trea tment to whi ch they had been subj ected .

The next chap te r in the sto ry o pened in the spring o f 1 90 1 ,

when the So ciety’s Committee o n H isto ri ca l M anuscrip ts
determined — in view o f the fo rthcoming cen tenn ia l

fafi
il

gzgggj o f the Lo u i siana Pu rchase — a t l ast to ca rry o u t

c o n c lude s Jefferso n ’

s suggest io n , a nd secu re the pub l i ca tio n o f
to pub l i sh

the Lew1s and Cl a rk j o u rna ls di rect from the o rigina l
ma nuscripts in the i r custo dy . They interested in th is proj ect
the p resen t pub l ishers, who in tu rn engaged the wri ter as

Edi to r o f the wo rk .

In the co u rse o f co nsequent investigat io n into the so u rces,
there came to V iew in the So ciety’s l ib ra ry a few o ther Lewis
and Cl a rk i tems , bes i des the co di ces h a ndled a nd labe l led b y
Co ues ; these were ch iefly s ta tist i ca l tab les rega rding the West

ern I ndians, a meteo ro lo gica l reco rd, a nd a l ist o f the explo rers’

specimens sent from Fo rt M andan to the So ciety
l — ma tters

o f co ns iderab le a l tho ugh no t commanding impo rtance ?

In Co u es
’

s repo rt o n the co dices , o ccu rs th is no te :
“One

o f Cla rk’s Jo u rna ls is now in the po ssess io n o f his so n , [the

S e a rch fo r
la te]

.

M r. Jefferso n K . Cla rk , o f St . Lo u is . I am

Ordw a y no t info rmed o f the da te co v ered by th is vo lume ,J ourn a l
no r o f the natu re o f its co ntents . Upo n assuming

charge o f the p ro po sed pub l i cat io n , the present wri ter a t o nce
appro a ched the he i rs o f Genera l Wi l l iam C la rk fo r permissio n
to u se the Ordway J o u rna l , in case it co u l d be fo und amo ng

1 See Appendix, fo r th is do cument .
2 Severa l co pies o f the Indian vo ca bu lary b lank prepared by J efferso n a re a lso in

the po ssess ion o f the American Phi lo so phica l So c iety , having been presented b y him
in Octo ber

, 1 8 20 . It co ns ists o f a sheet 7% x printed o n bo th s ides
a ltho ugh there a re some wh ich w ere printed o n b ut o ne s ide o f a sheet tw ice this
w idth, the tw o pages standing s ide by s ide. Tho se fi l led o ut represent, amo ng
o thers, the M iami , M icmac, Shawnee , Chi ppewa , a nd Lenape la nguag es ; wh i le
severa l a re sti l l b lank . In the co l lect io n a re no vo cabu laries which appear to have
emana ted from th e Lew is and Clark expedition .

[ 1 ]
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I NTRODUCTION

t io n — D ia ry
,
Sept . 1 1 —Dec . 31 , 1 805 ; w o rds, w ith o ver a

do z en full-page sketch-ma ps o f the tra i l o ver the mo unta ins, a nd the

ne ighbo rho o d o f Fo rt Cla tso p , interw o ven w ith the badly b lurred text .
0 11 the sk in co ver is a rude p lan o f the fo rt itself.
Red mo ro cco no te-bo ok No . 2 — D ia ry, Jan . 30

—Apr i l
wo rds, w ith numero us pen sketches o f ca no es, b i rds, dwel l ings,

to o ls, etc . by the same ha nd (Cla rk
’

s) a s tho se co nta ined in Lew is’s
c odices o f s imi lar da tes, in the Amer ica n Ph i lo so ph ica l So c iety’s
co llec t io n .

Red mo ro cco no te-b o ok No . 3
— D ia ry

,
Apri l 4— June 6

,
1 806 ;

w o rds
,
w ith some sketch-ma ps .

Fragment o r Jo urna l — Detached lea ves, g i v ing e v ident ly first dra ft
o f entr ies

,
Apri l 1 6— 21 , 1 806 w o rds .

Red mo ro cco no te-bo ok No . 4 — No dia ry
,
but co nta in ing sundry

no tes and tab les o f weather, distances, a stro nomica l and ethno log ical
da ta — a ll c o vered

,
how ever, in mo re fin ished manuscr i pts in the Amer

i can Ph i lo so phica l So c iety’s co llect io n . There a re a lso in this bo o k

fo ur e xcellent co lo red ma p s.

M ireella neour M a teria l

An o rderly bo ok, by severa l hands, runn ing from Ap ri l 1 to Oct . 13,
1 804, and a detached entry fo r Ja n . 1

,
1 806 ; detached o rders p romul

ga ted a t R i ver Dubo i s c amp , Feb . 20 a nd Ma rch 4 , 1 804 ; a lso a few

detached o rders issued during the ex pedit io n .

T en letters (some o f them drafts) — Lew is o ffering (June 1 9, 1 803)
C la rk a n equa l pa rtnership in c ommand o f the ex pedit io n ; Cla rk’s
a ccepta nce thereo f (Ju ly Clark’s letter to Pres ident Jefferso n
(Ju ly info rming him o f th i s fac t ; Lew is to Clark (Aug .

e x p ress ing his grat ific a t io n a t the la tter’s fa vo rab le respo nse ; s ix o thers,
chiefly by C lark , re la t ing to vario us phases o f the ex pedi t io n .

Letter o f Clark to “ Mr. Hugh Henry a t the N. W . Co . estab l ish
ments o n the Ass in ibo in R i ver,” w r i tten from the Ye l lowsto ne, Ju ly
20, 1 806 w o rds) ; a nd Clark

’
s o rder to Sergeant N . Pryo r, da ted

Ju ly 25, 1 806, direc t ing him to take the a fo resa id letter to Henry
,

togethe r w ith tw e lve o r fo urteen ho rses (320 w o rds) .
An address from the c itiz ens o f Finc astle and its v ic in ity to Ca pta ins

Lew is a nd Clark , da ted Ja nuary 8 , 1 807 (300 wo rds) ; and Clark’s
undated a nswer thereto (300 w o rds) .
Numero us o ther letters and memo randa — amo ng them the o r ig ina l

o f Jefferso n’s letter o f credit ; Clark’s va rio us mil itary commi ssio ns,
[ Iii ]



I NTRODUCTION

befo re, dur ing, and after the ex pedi t io n ; fragmen ta ry reco rds o f c o urses
and distances, Indian tr ibes, wea ther da ta, and the l i ke ; info rma t io n
co ncern ing the Ass in ibo in co untry o bta ined from Br it ish traders a t Fo rt
Manda n ; and o ne o f Cla rk’s speeches to the Indians, in 1 8 06 .

M ap s

Mo st impo rtant o f a ll are abo ut s i xty deta i led ma ps
,
fo r the mo st

pa rt made by Cla rk wh i le o n the tri p
, he be ing eng ineer o f the deta ch

ment . Co l lect i ve ly, these i l lustra te the greater p art o f the jo urney
bo th go ing and return ing, indica te c amp ing-p la ces, and co nta in many
interest ing comments o n the c o untry a nd the Indians. These cha rt s
vary in s ize from e ight inches square to severa l feet lo ng .

In addi t io n to the abo ve manu scripts, there are in this co l
lectio n seve ra l o il pa intings o f the Cla rks — chicfly Geo rge
Ro gers a nd Wil l iam — together w ith numero u s va luab le re l i cs
o f these

'men, making o f the Vo o rh is home a mu seum o f great
interest to stu dents o fWestern histo ry .

Why did no t Genera l C la rk su rrender th is wea lth o f manu

scripts e ither to the Ameri ca n Phi lo so ph ica l So ciety o r to

Jefferso n , when the la tte r wa s sea rching fo r a ll the
An imu

do cuments o f the expedi t io n, sto u t l y c la iming them e s t ing
as the undo ub ted p ro perty o f the go vernment ? The

q ue ry

pro bab le answer is , th a t Biddle fo und the fo u r Cla rk-Vo o rh is
mo ro cco no te-b o o ks_

_

o f no service to him ; fo r pra ct i ca l l y a ll

the facts co nta ined in them a re e ither in Lew is’s j o u rna ls o f
s imi la r da tes o r in o ther drafts b y Cl a rk. H e do ub t less re

tu rned the bo o ks to Cla rk , in the ~ early stages o f the wo rk ,
keeping o nl y tho se wh ich l ater were p laced in the So ciety’s
a rch ives. It is pro b ab le, a lso , tha t the engrav‘er having com

p leted such maps a s b e deemed necessa ry ,
fo r the pub l i ca tio n ,

a ll the cha rts made upo n the expediti o n were returned to

Cla rk . As fo r the skin-b o u nd fi eld-b o o k , th is having a l ready
been transc ribed into a red mo ro cco no te—bo o k, ve ry l ike l y
the o rigina l di d no t go to Bidd le a t a ll ; the o rderl y bo o k , the
vario us fragments, the Lew is-Cla rk co rrespo ndence, and the

letter o f credi t, were do ubt less a lso reta ined a t St . Lo u is as being
deemed , fo r Biddle

’

s purpo se o f a po pu la r na rrati ve, unu sab le
l i i i
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ma te ria l . On his p a rt , it is pro bab le tha t C la rk had e i the r
fo rgo tten the existence o f these do cuments, o r, l ike Biddle,

Ne g lec ted
co ns idered them a s o f re la t ive l y s l ight h isto ri ca l va lu e .

m a p u H is seemingly ca re less trea tment o f them wo u l d
s cript s

appea r to bea r o u t the la st co nc lu s io n . In a ll even ts,
they rema ined

'

amo ng his papers u nto u ched, u n ti l t ied into
packets a nd labe l led by his so n and execu to r , Geo rge Ro gers
H anco ck Cla rk .

1
0

The manuscripts aga in su ffered a l o ng
perio d o f neglect, and eventua l l y were sen t to New Yo rk ,
where they b ecame the pro perty of M rs . Vo o rh is, the sto ry
o f wh o se co nnect io n w i th them has a l ready been to ld .

It ha s o ften been a sserted tha t Se rgea nt Pryo r w ro te a j o u rna l

r
o f the expedi tio n

,
and some have a ssumed tha t

P

£13d Biddle u sed i t in p repa ring the na rrat ive o f 1 8 1 4 ;
21 a nd

W o o dh o u s e bu t evidence to th is effect 13 wanting — in a ny even t,
p um a”

no o ne now seems to know the whereabo u ts o f th is
manu script .

The j o u rna l wo rds
,
co vering the da tes M a rch 13

August 1 8 , 1 804 ) o f Se rgeant F lo yd , the o n l y man o f the

p a rty to meet dea th du ring the t rip ,
2
wa s in the spring o f 1 805

1 Genera l W i l l iam Clark’s a ppo intment a s Superintendent of India n A ff a irs and

Brig adier Genera l o f M i l it ia fo r the T erri to ry o f Lo u is iana ( 1 8 07) ha s a lready been
no ted in the text . In this dua l part, he w a s eminent ly successfu l . Go verno r Lew is
had been su cceeded in tha t o ffi ce b y Benj amin H oward, a nd the fo l low ing y ear (1 8 1 0)
the name o f the territory w a s cha ng ed to M isso uri . Ju ly 1 , 1 8 1 3, Clark wa s ap
po inted by Pres ident Madiso n a s g o vernor o f M issouri T erri tory , be ing severa l t imes

recommi ss io ned a s such in 1 8 1 6 , 1 8 1 7, a nd 1 8 20 . In the la st-named y ear, M is
so uri en tered the Un io n , a nd Clark w a s a candida te fo r the first Sta te g o verno r, b ut
w a s defea ted in the e lecti o n by A lexander McNa ir. In 1 8 20 , President M o nro e

appo inted him to the new ly created o ffice o f federa l Superintendent o f Indian A ffa irs
two y ears la ter, he w a s commiss io ned a s Survey o r Genera l fo r the States o f I l l ino is a nd

M isso uri a nd the T erritory o f A rkansa s. He died a t St . Lo u is, September xst, 1 8 38 ,

in his s ixty -ninth y ear, and w as g iven a n impress ive funera l , in wh ich the entire com

mun i ty to o k part . Go verno r Cla rk wa s tw ice married — fi rst , a t F inca st le, V irg in ia ,
January 5, 1 8 0 8 , to Ju l ia Hanco ck , who died in 1 8 20 , leaving four so ns and a

da ughter seco nd, a t St . Lo u is, No vember 28 , 1 8 2 1 , to M rs. Harriet Kennerly Rad
fo rd

, who died in 1 8 31 , leaving o ne so n by W i l l iam Cla rk .
2 F lo y d, aged a bo ut twenty y ea rs (po ss ib ly twenty

—three) , died near the s ite o f

the present Sio ux City , Iowa , M ay 1 4th, 1 8 04 , a nd w a s buried o n the rep o f a ne igh
bo ring b luff . The s ite is now marked by a sta te ly stone mo nument dedica ted (May

30 , 1 90 1 ) to his memo ry by the F lo yd Memo ria l A sso cia t io n . See Rep ort: of the

a sso c ia t i o n — F irst , 1 8 97 Seco nd, 1 90 1 .

T he F lo yds w ere prominent Kentucky p io neers . Co lone l John F loyd, the head
[ l i v ]
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sent from Fo rt M andan to his p a rents in Kentu cky , a nd event
u ally became the pro perty o f the Wisco ns in H isto ri ca l So c iety .

With many textu a l e rro rs in t ra nscrip t io n , it was pub l ished in
1 8 94 in the Proceedings o f the Ame ri can Ant iqua rian So ciety ,
w ith an intro du ct io n by Dr . James Davie Bu tler.
So o n a fter the retu rn o f the expedi t io n , Ro bert F raz ier, o ne

o f the priva tes , so l i c i ted sub scrip ti o ns in Vermo nt fo r a pub l i
ca t io n o f his jo u rna l , to be “ co nta ined in abo u t 400 pages
o ctavo ; bu t it did no t appea r, a nd the p resent wri ter ha s no

know ledge o f the manu scri p t .

1

The existence o f a j o u rna l by Priva te Jo seph Whi teho u se
was u nknown u nti l recentl y . It was pu rcha sed in San F ran
cisco by D o dd , M ead 85 Co ., to be pub l ished in co nnectio n
w ith the Origina l Jo u rna ls o f Lew is a nd Cla rk ; a fter having
been edi ted fo r the press, the manu script (co nta in ing
wo rds, co verin the da tes M ay 1 4 , 1 804

— No v ember 6, 1 805)
was a cqu i red fr

g
om the pub l ishers by Edwa rd E . Aye r, the we l l

known Chicago co l lecto r .2

o f the fami ly , wa s a friend and co ntempo rary o f Dan ie l Bo o ne and George Rogers
Cla rk . But l itt le is known o f the y o ung serg ea nt’s perso na l h istory , save ‘

tha t his

fa ther
,
a lso Charles, w a s a survey o r a nd a friend o f Bo o ne . Go vernor Jo hn F lo yd,

o f V irg in ia , fa ther o f J o hn B . F lo yd, Buchanan’

s secreta ry o f wa r, w as a first co us in
o f the sergeant. M uch prominence ha s been g iven to Sergeant F lo yd, because he w as
the o n ly man to suffer dea th upo n this expedit io n , because it is tho ught tha t he w a s

the first United Sta tes so ldier to lo se his l ife west o f the M iss iss i ppi River, and because
his capta ins pra i sed him a s; a fa ithfu l man — see entry by Clark , p ost, under da te
A ugust a c th , 1 8 04 . F lo yd‘ s Jo urna l — which was discovered by the present writer
amo ng hitherto

~ neg lected papers o f the late Dr. Lyman C. Dra per, in February ,
1 8 93

has o f co urse great ly added to his reputa t io n , a nd made o f him a fa r mo re impor
tant chara cter in the anna ls o f the expedit io n than he o therw ise w o u ld have been .

1 See Appendix, fo r Fra z ier' s pro spectus.

No thing appears to b e know n co ncern ing the histo ry of Joseph Whiteho u se, save
that he wa s o ne o f the n ine y o ung K entuckia ns whom Clark recru ited fo r the expedi
t io n . The manuscript o f his jo urna l wa s purcha sed by Do dd, Mead Co . from
M rs. Gertrude Ha ley (w idow o f Capta in Jo hn Ha ley ) , o f San Fra ncisco ,

'

from whom

it ha s been impo ssib le fo r the present Edito r to obta in any very definite informa t io n
co ncern ing its career. A ccording to Mrs. H a ley ‘

s sta tements
,
o bta ined o n ly after

a pro tra cted co rrespo ndence w ith her, it wo u ld appear tha t Whiteho u se, when upon
his dea th-b ed (da te unkno wn), gaye the jo urna l to his co nfessor, Ca no n de V iva ldi ,
who subsequent ly ( 1 8 60) went a s a Roman Ca tho l ic m issio nary to Pa tago n ia . Upo n
leaving the Un ited Sta tes, V iva ldi depo s ited the manuscript w ith the New York
H istorica l So c iety , in who se museum it rested unt i l 1 8 93. In that y ear, V iva ldi wa s
in Lo s Ange les, Ca l iforn ia . Capta in and M rs. Ha ley were sto pping at the same

[ IV ]
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Thu s, seventy-five yea rs a fter Jefferso n’s quest, and wi th in
the centenn ia l yea r o f the depa rtu re o f the Lewis and Cla rk

A ll reco rds expeditio n from the i r p re l imina ry camp o n Rive r

gpg
v

gt
in Dub01s, there have a t last been l o ca ted p resumab l y

all the l itera ry reco rds now extant, o f tha t no tab le
en terprise in the cause o f civ ili7 a tio n . The Origina l J o u rna ls,
now defin i t ive l y pub l ished to the wo rld

, in a dress wh ich su rel y
wo u l d have sa tisfied Jefferso n , must create a new interest in
the deeds o f Lew is a nd Cl a rk . They a re, in the mass, mu ch
mo re extens ive than the Biddle narra tive ; the vo lumino u s
scientific da ta here given — in bo tany , z o ol o gy, me teo ro lo gy ,
geo l o gy , astro nomy, and ethno l o gy — is a lmo st ent i re l y a fresh
co ntribu t io n ; and we o b ta in from the men

’

s no te-b o o ks a s

written from day to day , a far mo re v ivid pictu re o f the ex

p lo rers a nd the i r l i fe, than can be seen thro ugh the a lemb i c o f
Biddle’s imperso na l co ndensat io n .

The pages o f the j ou rna ls are agl ow wi th human interest .
The qu iet, even temper o f the camp ; the l o ving co nsidera t io n

tha t ea ch o f the two leaders fe l t fo r the o ther ; the
magnan imi ty o f Lewis, o ffi cia l l y the leader, in equ a l l y
dividing every ho no r wi th his friend , a nd making no

mo ve w ith o ut the latter’s co nsent ; the po et i c tem

p erament o f Lewis, who lo ved flowers and a n ima ls
,
and in his

no tes disco u rsed l ike a ph i lo so phe r who enj o yed the exe rcise
o f wri ting ; the rugged cha ra cter o f C la rk , who wro te in b rief,
p o inted ph ra se, and, less educa ted o f the two , spe l led p ho neti
ca l l y

,
capi ta l ized cha o t i ca l l y , and o ccas io na l l y s l i pped in his

gramma r — all these and mo re, are eviden t o n eve ry page ;
cau s ing the reader deepl y to admi re the men, a nd to fo l l ow

ho te l . Mrs. Ha ley say s tha t her husband advanced money to the m issionary , and
wa s in return g iven an order o n the New Yo rk So c iety fo r the jo urna l , wh ich the

h isto rian
,
Hubert Bancroft , had to ld them wa s o f great va lue . Ha ley o bta ined the

do cument in 1 8 94, a nd it rema ined M rs. Ha ley '

s pro perty unt i l so ld to the present
pub l ishers . The Edito r’s a ttent ion had been directed to the manuscript beca use o f

its be ing o ffered to the L ibrary of Congress . Tha t inst itut io n dec l ined to pay the

price a sked fo r it, and Dodd, Mead Co .

’

s successfu l nego t iatio ns fo l lowed. T he

a uthent ic ity o f the jo urna l is se lf evident, and its h isto rica l va lue is co nsiderab le .

W hi le fo r the mo st part in the writ ing o fWh iteho use , ma ny entries a re in o ther hands
as w i l l b e no ted in the pub l icat ion o f the do cument itse lf, in vo l. vi o f the present
wo rk .

lvi
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them in the i r o ften thri l l ing adven tu res w i th the keenest sym
pa thy and ant i cipa t io n . We sha l l hencefo rth know Lewis and

Cla rk a s we never knew them befo re. The Biddle na r ra t ive
wi l l no do u b t co ntinu e to l i ve as the b rief po pu la r a cco u nt o f
a n expl o ratio n fraugh t w ith grea t co nsequence to America n
expa ns io n ; bu t a t least the student o f h isto ry wi l l fee l th a t the
o rigina l reco rds , as the men wro te them o n the spo t, are by far
the mo re sa t isfying o f the two .

In prepa ring fo r the p ress these Origina l J ou rna ls o f the

Lewis a nd Cla rk Expedi tio n, ma ny edi to ria l pro b lems have
a risen , wh ich it is u nnecessa ry here to discuss in
deta i l . In b rief

,
it may be sa i d tha t the abu nda nce

o fmateria l has in itsel f o ften pro ved an emba rra ss
ment . As a l ready sta ted, the two cap ta ins frequ en t ly rewro te
the i r reco rds ; fo r the mo st p a rt, o n l y the defin i tive fo rm
rema ins to u s, bu t there a re lo ng perio ds fo r whi ch we have
two o r .mo re drafts . Then aga in , each leader free l y co pied
from the o ther, a l th o ugh genera l l y w i th some va ria t io n . In

the ca se o f the na rra t i ve p ro per
,
the Edito r has , w i th a few ex

Cep tio ns , tho ugh t best to reta in the severa l d ra fts in the o rde r o f
thei r prepa ra tio n th is metho d invo l ves o ccas i o na l repet it io n o f

statement
, bu t in a pub l i cat io n o f the o rigina l reco rds it appea rs

adv isab le to exh ib it the l itera ry metho ds o f the exp lo rers . Wi th
rega rd

,
howeve r

, to the stat isti ca l and scientific ma teria l , it has
no t seemed essent ia l to pub l ish the differen t dra fts the best

o n l y has been p resenfed. In the depa rtment o f Scien t ific D a ta ,
it w i l l be no ted tha t in a few instances some o f the tabu la r ma tter
has been co -o rdina ted

,
the so u rces be ing ind ica ted e ither by

different iat io n in type o r by exp lana to ry fo o t-n o tes . Some o f

the tab les were prepa red by the explo rers in a manner qu ite
impo ss ib le o f repro du ctio n in type

,
Bu t

(

whereve r pra ct i cab le ,
we have sought to imita te the o rigina l as clo sel as the limi ta
t io ns o f typo graphy w i l l a l low .

We have seen tha t the co dices in the po ssess io n o f the

Ameri can Ph i lo so ph ica l So ciety co nta in many erasu res, inter
l inea tio ns, a nd emenda t io ns -by Cla rk , Biddle , Co ues , a nd

an unkn own hand . The scient ific entries were gene ra l ly c ro ssed
in red ink , with the no te, Co py fo r Dr. Ba rto n this meant

[ lvi i ]
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that such ma tter was to b e reserved fo r B arto n’

s p ro p o sed
vo lume o n the scientific resu l ts o f the expedi t io n

,
whi ch

, how

ever, was no t prepa red . The present Edi to r has disrega rded
ma rks o f th is cha racter. H is metho d o f indicat ing to the

reade r the va rio u s emenda t io ns , is expla ined in the fo o t—no te to
page 1 1 o f the present vo lume, p ort .

The a rrangement o f ch ap ters fo l lows the . Biddle edi tio n o f

1 8 14 . In th at na rra t ive the chapters were o f pro per a nd

nea rly equa l length ; whereas in thi s, o wing to the grea ter
extent o f ma teria l , they are u nequ a l and some o f them abuo r
ma l l y extended . A new system o f chapte ring wo u l d have
o bvi a ted this difli cu lty and thus p resen ted a b etter mechan i ca l
appea rance . Neverthe less, it ha s been deemed best to reta in
the Biddle chapters — they a re co nven ien t ch ro no lo gica l and
geo graph ica l d ivis i o ns they are fami l ia r to scho la rs , and thu s
have a cqu i red a certa in h i sto ri ca l a nd b ib l io graph i ca l sta nding ;
mo reo ver, compa riso ns between the Bidd le pa raph rase a nd the

Origina l J o u rna ls w i l l be faci l itated by the i r retenti o n .

A wo rk o f th is cha racter, inv o lving so w ide a range o f ter ri
to ry , in terests , and studies, must in co ns iderab le measu re be

c0-o pera ti ve in its cha ra cter . The Edi to r’s requests

fd
c

g

k

rfixt
’
; fo r advi ce and assi sta nce h ave o n ev ery hand met

w i th mo st co rdia l respo nses, fo r wh ich a mere enum

era tio n o f names seems o n l y co ld a cknowledgmen t ; it is ho ped
tha t ea ch o f his co rrespo nden ts and co l leagues wi l l b etween the

l ines read a hea rtier apprecia tio n than to o thers may be appa r
ent . The B ib l io graphica l D ata co ntributed to the present
wo rk by M r. Victo r H ugo Paltsits, o f the New Yo rk Pub l i c
Libra ry , is a wo rk o f grea t va lue ; l ike the Origina l Jo u rna ls
themse lves , this chapter o n the l itera tu re o f the subj ect w i l l
do ub t less pro ve defin i t ive . The o ffi cers o f the American
Ph i lo so ph ica l So ciety , pa rt i cu la rl y the secreta ry , Dr . I . M in is
H ays, have b een kindness i tse lf. Va luab le no tes o n the sci

entific resu l ts o f the expedi tio n have been free l y co n tribu ted
by Dr. Wil l iam T release, D irecto r o f the M isso u ri B o tan i ca l
Ga rden a t St . Lou is M essrs. Stewa rdso n Brown and Wi tmer
Sto ne, a ss istan ts to the cu ra to rs o f the Academy o f Na tu ra l
Sciences a t Ph i l adel ph ia ; M r. James Newto n B aske tt, o f

lvi i i
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I NTRODUCTION

u po n a maj o rity o f the anno ta t io ns ; fu rther help in th is direc
t io n , as we l l a s in the difficu l t wo rk o f compa ring t ranscrip tio ns
wi th the o rigina l manuscripts, ha s been rendered by Lo u ise
Phe l ps Ke l lo gg, Ph.D . , o f the M anuscripts Divisio n o f the

Wisco ns in H isto rica l Libra ry . F ina l l y, the Edi to r takes espe
cial pleasu re in a cknowledging the pat ient and kindl y co

o peratio n o f the Pub l ishers, who have exh ib i ted the deepest
inte rest in every deta i l o f the wo rk, wh ich owes mu ch to thei r
many suggest io ns and the i r generou s determina tio n to leave
no th ing u ndo ne th at migh t add to its scho la rl y va lu e and

a rtisti c embe l l ishment.

R . G . T.

MADISON, Wi sco nsm

May 14, 1 904
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BY V ICTOR HUGO PALT SITS

PART from a few ins ignific ant references in the p refa ces o r

introduc t io ns o f some o f the earl ier edit io ns o f Lew i s and

Cla rk, the first a ttempt to reco rd the pub l icat io ns re la ted to

the ex pedit io n o f tho se e x p lo rers w as made by Jo seph Sab in in his

D ictiona ry of Books rela ting to dmerica
,
vo l. v i

,
p . 443, under W i ll iam

F isher ; vo l. v i i , p . 1 8 1 , under Pa tr ick Gass ; and v o l. x , p p . 310—313,
under Merriwether Lew is . Unfo rtuna tely Sab in read into his reco rd
severa l t it les o r edit io ns tha t never ex isted, and in his desc ri pt io ns com

mitted a number o f egreg io us erro rs
,
wh ich ha ve been o n ly to o freely

co p ied and perpetua ted by o thers.
An incomp let e l ist was g i ven by F ield in his Essay tow a rds a n India n

Bibliograpby (New Yo rk
,

The la te El l io tt Co nes made the first comprehensive b ib l iogra ph ica l
study o f these pro b lema t ic bo oks in his An Account of tae v a r ious publi

ca tions rela ting to tbc Tra v els of Lew is a nd Cla rke ( sic) , p r inted in the

Bu l let in o f the Geo log ica l a ndGeogra ph ica l Survey o f the Territo r ies
Seco nd Series , No . 6

,
pub l i shed by the Dep a rtmen t o f the

Interio r in 1 876 . A few co p ie s thereo f were a lso issued a s separa tes.

This ma teria l Co ues “ i‘ecast a nd imp ro ved fo r his 1 8 93 edit io n o f the

Lew is and Clark H istory ; it a p pe ars in vo l. i , p p . cv i i—c x x x i i . In many
respects it is a wo rthy endea vo r, espec ia lly if regarded as a p io neer effo rt
yet it must be admitted that it teems with erro rs, some o f wh ich are

inex p l ic ab le .

There a re some br ief b ib l iogra ph ica l no tes in Hubert How e Bancro ft’s
Nortlnw st Coa st

, v o l. i i . p p . 7, 8 , 31 , which present some inaccurac ies .

The same may be sa id o f Just inW inso r’s Na rra tiv e a nd Critica l H istory
of /fmer ica

,
vo l. v i i , p p . 556— 558 .

The latest a ttemp t to co ver the subjec t w a s made byW i ll i am Ha rvey
M iner

,
in Tbs Litera ry Collector , vo l. i i i p p . 204— 209 . The

fo rm is po o r ; the c o lla t io ns a re no t nea rly a ccura te, and numero us
erro rs perpetuated from Co ues a nd Sab in , a s well as some omissio ns,

detract from its usefulness as a b ib l iogra phy.

[ lxi ]
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In o rder to serve its rea l purpo se namely, to aff o rd the scho lar
,
the

l ibra rian , a nd the c o l lec to r medi a fo r determin ing wha t is a comp lete
w o rk — a mo nograph ic b ib liogra phy must g i ve in minutest det a i l a n

a na lys is o f each vo lume. On ly by this method c an imperfec t io ns a nd

var ia t io ns be determined. Sta rt ing o ut w i th this idea l in v iew
,
I ha ve

endea vo red to fi nd a nd examine o ne o r mo re c o p ies o f e very w o rk
re la ted to the ex peditio n . Th i s ta sk w a s grea t , but a n insat iab le a ppc
t i te w o uld n o t permit dev ia t io n from th i s p lan . If the results a tta ined
pro ve a t a ll o f serv ice, the c omp i ler w i l l co ns ider himself rewarded fo r
his a rduous labo r.
T he ma teria l is a rranged in five chro nolog ica l gro ups, name ly : Jeffer

so n
’

s Message ( 1 806 Co unterfeit Pub l ica t io ns ( 1 809
Ga ss (1807— 1 904) Genu ine H isto ry ( 1 8 14— 1 904) M isce l lanea
( 1 804 On ly a few ana lyt ica l references ha ve b een inc luded

,
o n

acco unt o f the i r sp ec ia l impo rtance, a nd maga z ine art ic les ha ve inten
t io na lly been ba rred.

-The va rio us edit io ns o f Jefferso n’s Writings and

Works, edi ted by W a shingto n and by Fo rd, a re w o rth c o nsult ing fo r
va luab le ma ter i a ls . References to the ofli c ial pub l icatio ns o f the go v

ernment o f the Un ited Sta tes, no t inc luded here , are given by ano ther
hand a t the end o f my b ib l iogra phy .

T he fo l low ing key is ex p lanato ry o f the abb rev ia t io ns used to lo ca te
co p 1es

AAS American Antiquarian So c iety , Worcester, Mass.

BA Bo ston Athenaaum

BM Brit ish Museum, London

BPL Bo sto n Pub l ic Library
C Library o f Congress, Washington , D . C .

CHC Co llectio n o f Charles H . Co no ver, Esq . , Chicago
CHS Co nnecticut H istorica l So c iety , Hartford
CU Co lumb ian Un i versity , Washington, D. C.

EI Essex Inst i tute, Salem, Mass.

HC Harvard Co l lege Library , Cambridge, Mass.

HSP H istorica l So c iety of Pennsy l van ia , Phi lade l phia
LCP Library Company o f Phi ladelphia , Philadelphia
MHS Massachusetts H isto rical So ciety , Bo ston
NA New York Pub l ic Library (Astor Library Bui lding)
NL New York Publ ic Library (Leno x Library Bui lding)
NYHS New York H isto rical So c iety , New York
NYSL New Yo rk State Library , Albany
WD War Department L ibrary , Wa shington , D . C.

WHS Sta te H istorica l So c iety ofWisconsin, Madison
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JEF F ERSON’

S ME SSAGE

1 806

Message from the President o f the Un ited States, commun ica t ing
D isco veries made in ex p lo ring the M issouri, RedR i ver andW a shita

,

by Ca pta ins Lew is and Clark , Do cto r Sib ley, a nd Mr. Dunbar ;
w ith a Stat ist ica l Acco unt o f the c oun tries adjacent . Februa ry 1 9,
1 806 . Read, a nd o rdered to lie o n the tab le .

City o fWash ingto n : A. 8: G . W ay , Printers. 1 806 .

8vo ; t i tle, verso blank ; Message pp . [3] and 4 ; Ex tract o f a Letter
from Capta in Meriwether Lew is, to the President o f the Un i ted States, da ted
Fort M andan , Apri l 1 7th, 1 805 pp . [5J— 8 A Sta tistical View
pp . [9]—6 5 H isto rical Sketches pp . [66] — 8 6 To Genera l Henry
Dearborn signed by John Sibley , pp . 8 7— 1 1 2 ;

“ Distances up Red ri ver by
the course o f the ri ver ” , pp . 1 1 3

— 1 1 5 ; Observations ” , etc . , pp . 1 16— 1 7 1 ;

Meteorologica l observa tions pp . two fo lded bro adsides, to fo llow pp . 30
and 34. Signatures : [ 1] —22 in fours, 23 in tw o (the la st leaf blank) .

This is the original and ofi cial editi on , a s w ell as the first separate publ icatio n
w ith data on the expedition o f Lew is and Clark .
Cop ies : AAS ; BM ; BPL ; C ; CHC ; CHS ; CU ; El ; HC ; LCP ;

MHS ; NA ; NL ; WI) ; WHS.

1 806

Message I from the President o f the Un ited States, commun i
cating D isco veries made in ex p lo ring the M isso uri , Red R i ver,
a nd W a sh ita

,
by Ca pta ins Lew is a nd Cla rk

,
Do cto r Sib ley, and

Mr. Dunba r ; w ith a Sta t ist ic a l Acco unt o f the co untr ies adja
cent . Read in Co ngress, Februa ry 1 9, 1 806 .

New-Yo rk : Printed by Ho pkins and Seymo ur, and so ld by G. F.

Ho pkins, No . 1 1 8 , Pearl-Street . 1 806 .

8 y o ti tle, verso b lank Message pp . [3] and
.

4 ; Extract o f a Letter
from Capta in Meriwether Lew is, I to the President of the United States, dated
Fo rt Mandan , April 1 7th, 1 805 pp . [5J— 8 “ A Statistica l View pp . [9]
47

“ H isto rica l Sketches pp. [48]-6 2 “ To Genera l Henry Dearborn
signed by John Sibley , pp . 63— 8 1 “ D i stances up Red ri ver by the co urse o f

the ri ver pp . 8 2— 8 3 Observa tions pp . 84— 1 25; Meteoro logical
Observations beg inn ing o n p . 1 25— 1 28 table of Siouxs proper to fo llow
p . 25. Signatures [AJ— Q in fours.

Cop ies : AAS (uncut co py ) EFL ; CHG ; LCP ; NYHS ; WHS.

lxii i J
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1 806

Disco veries I made in exp lo ring I the M i sso uri , Red R i ver I a nd
W a shita

, I by I Ca pta in s Lew is a nd Cla rk
,
Do cto r S ib ley, and

W i ll i am Dunba r, Esq . I w ith I a Sta t ist ica l Acco un t I o f the Co un

tr ies adjacent . IW ith an Ap pendi x by Mr. Dunbar.
Na tchez : I Printed by Andrew Ma rschalk

, I 1 806 . I

8 v0 ; t i tle , verso blank ; Message pp . [3] and 4 Extract of a letter
from Cap ta in Meriw ether Lew is, to the Prefiden t of the Un i ted States, dated
Fort Mandan , April 1 7th, 1 805 pp . [5]— 8 ; “ A statistical View o f the

Indian Na tio ns pp . [9]—6 4 ; “ H istorical Sketches o f the severa l Indi an
Tribes of Lou is iana pp . [65]— 83 To Genera l Henry Dearborn , Secretary
ofWar signed by John Sibley , pp. 84- 109 Di stances up Red ri ver by the

course of the ri ver pp . 1 10— 1 1 2 Observations pp . 1 1 3— 164 ; Extracts
from the Appendi x pp . [ 1 65]— 1 66 , 1 59

— 1 69 ;
“ Meteoro logica l observa

t ions pp . 1 70- 1 77 ; y erso o f last leaf blank , Two pages 1 27, a lso erratic
p aginatio n after 1 66 . Signatures : [A]-W in fo urs, X in six.

The o nly co py wh ich I have seen w as o ne kindly lo an ed to me by Dr. Samuel
A. Green, o f Bo ston , M ass. , purchased by him many y ears ago in Paris, France .

I t appears no t to be in the vario us l ibraries which I have visi ted, but the Bri tish
Museum has a copy .

1 806

The Mo nthly Antho logy, I and I Bo sto n Review, I Co nta ining I
Sketches and Repo rts o f | Phi lo so phy, Re l ig io n , H isto ry, Art s a nd

Manners, I Omnes undique fio sculo s carpam a t que delibem. I Vo l. I
1 8O6 . I
Bo sto n I Pub l ished by I Munro e Franc is IN

?

7 Co urt Street .

1 806 I Ca llender Sc ?

8 vo . The appendix entitled, The Po l i tical Cab inet ” , consi sts of 96 pp .
On pp . 39 , ff. Jefferson 3 Message o f February 1 9, 1 806 and o ther do cuments
are printed in part.
[Same title] Vo l. 1 807 I Bo ston I Publ ished by Munroe Franc is ]

N°

7 Co urt Street. I 1 8 07 Ca llender Sci> The appendi x of th is fourth vol

ume , also ent itled, “ The Po l i tica l Cab inet ” , consists o f 80 pp . On pp . 6 , ff.

is printed at Letter from Ca pt . Clark da ted at St. Lo u is, 23d Sept. 1 806 .

These descri p tions are from a set in MHS. Also in WHS.

1 807

Tra ve ls in the Interio r Parts o f Amer ica ; I communicating
D isco veries I made in ex p lo ring I the Misso uri , Red River a nd

Wa shita
, I by Capta ins Lew is and Clark, Do cto r Sib ley, I and I

lx iv
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Mr. Dunba r ; w i th I 3 Stat i st ica l Acco unt I o f the I Co untries adja
cent . I As la id befo re the Sena te

,
by the I Pres ident o f the Un ited

States . I In Feb ruary, 1 806, I a nd never befo re pub l ished in Great
Brita in . I
Lo ndo n : I Pr inted fo r R icha rd Phi l l i ps, 6 , Br idge Street, I Black

fr ia rs, I By J G. Ba rna rd, 57, Snow—h i l l . I 1 8 07.

8 vo title, verso b lank ; text in compo si te, pp . [3]- 24 , 1 7— 1 16 . Signatures
A— C, C— Oin fo urs, P in two . Fo lded tab le o f “ Sioux s Pro per ” a t p . 24

o f first series o f pag ina tio n .

This edi tio n is part of Richard Phillip s’s A Co l lecti o n of | Modern and

. I I . Vo l VI . I
The co py described ‘ is in HC. It is also in BM ; C ; CHC ; NYSL ;

WHS.

American I State Pa pers, I c o nta in ing Au thent ic Do cuments rela
t i ve to I the H i sto ry, Po l it icks, Sta tisticks, &c . I o f the I Un ited Sta tes
o fAmerica . Commun icated I to Co ngress by the Pres ident . I
Bo sto n Printed by Munro e , Fra ncis, Parker, No . 4 , Co rnh i ll . I

8 vo . On pp . 39, ff. Jefferso n’s Message of February 1 9, 1 806 and o ther
documents are printed in part ; and on p p . 6 , ff. the “ Le tter from Capt .
Clark ” ,

dated at “ St . Louis, 23d Sept . It is a reissue, w i th separa te
ti tle-page, o f the appendi xes from the Montkly Antbology , vo ls. 3 and 4 .

The descrip tion is fi'om a co py in MHS. Also in WHS.

1

1 Jefferso n'

s Message o f February 1 9th, 1 8 0 6, wa s printed many ‘

t imes in co l lected
wo rks, w ithout the accompa ny ing do cuments, o f which the fo l low ing is by no mea ns

a complete l ist ( 1 ) Addresses a nd Messages. New Yo rk Charles Lo hma n, 1 8 37

(2) Addresses a nd Messages. New
‘

Yo rk : Edward W a l ker, 1 8 4 1 ; ( 3) Addresses
a nd Messages. New Yo rk : Edward W a l ker, 1 8 46 ; (4)

‘True Amer ica n . By

Jo seph Co e. Co ncord, N. H . Morri l l , Si lsby Co .
,
1 8 4 1 (5) Sta tesma n

’

s

Ma nua l. By E . W i l l iams. New York : Edw ard W a l ker, 1 8 53 ; ( 6 ) Richard
so n

'

s Messages a nd Pa pers of the Presidents . W a sh ingto n : Go vernment Print ing
Office, 1 8 96

—
99 ; (7) Writing s of

‘T/xoma s j efi
'

erson . Edited by H . A . Wa shingt o n .

W ashingto n , D . C. z T a y lo r M aury , 1 8 53
—
54 ; (8 ) Writing s . [Idem] . New

Yo rk . J . C. Ri ker, 1 8 54
-
56 ; (9) Works [Idem] . Phi lade lph ia : J . B . L ippin

co tt Co . 1 8 64 ; ( 1 0) Works . [Idem] . New York : T ownsend MacCo un,

1 8 84. It is no t in Pau l Leicester Fo rd'

s co ll ectio n o f Jefferso n'

s Writing s.



B I BLIOGRAPH I CAL DATA

COUNTERF E IT PUBL ICATIONS

1 809

T he Tra vels I o f I Ca pts . Lew is Clarke, I by o rder o f the

Go vernment o f the Un i ted Sta tes, I performed in the years 1 804, 1 805,

1 806 , I be ing u pwards o f three tho usand m i les, from I St . Lo u i s, by
way o f the M isso uri , a nd I Co lumb ia R i vers, to the I Pac ifick-Ocean : I
Co nta in i ng an Acco unt o f the Indian Tr ibes, who inhab it I the W estern
pa rt o f the Co nt inent unex p lo red, I and

"

unknown befo re . I W ith c0p i

o us de l inea t io ns o f the ma nners, c us I toms, re l ig io n , &c . o f the

Indi ans . I Comp i led I From vario us authent ic so urces, and Do cuments. I
T o wh ich is subjo ined

, IA Summary o f the Stat ist ica l v iew o f the

Indian I Na tio ns, from the Oflicial Commun ica t io n o f Mer iwether
Lew i s. I Embel l ished w ith a Ma p o f the Co un try inha b ited by I the
W estern tribes o f India ns, a nd fi ve Engra v ings I o f Indian Ch iefs . I
Ph i lade lph i a : I Pub l ished by Hubbard Lester. I 1 809. I Price

1 do l la r 625c ts . I

l amo ; ti tle, w ith copyright o n verso ; “ Recommenda tion o f Jefferson ,
verso b lank ; Message verso blank ; Introduction ”

, pp . [viiJ— x i ;
Est imate p . x i i ; “ Trave ls to the Pacifick Ocean ”

, pp . [ I 3J— 1 53 ;
“ Sta tistica l View ”

, pp . [1 54]— 1 78 ; H istorica l Sketches of the severa l
Indian Tribes in ' Louisiana

”

, pp . [1 79] — 204 ; Origin ”

, pp . 204
- 228 ;

“ Observa tio ns ” , pp. [229]— 292 ;
“ Anecdo tes

”

, pp . 293
—
300 . F i ve p o r

tra its, of “ Sioux Warri or ” ,
“ Sioux Queen ”

, Mahas King ”

, Ottoes
Queen and “ Serpentine Chief ” ; a lso fo lded map , enti tled, “ Map o f the

Country Inhab i ted by the Western Tribes of Indians ” . Tw o of the p la tes in
different cop ies exhib it a curious metamo rpho sis, by serving in o ne case fo r mas

c ulinity and in the o ther fo r femin in i ty , namely , as M ahas King and Mahas

Queen Ottoes Chief ” and Ottoes Queen Signatures : [AJ— BB in
sixes.

Cop ies : C ; CHG ; NL (lacks map ) NYHS (tw o cop ies, one lacks map ) .

1 809

The Trav els o f Capts . Lew is 8: Clarke, I from St . Lo u is
,
by

way o f the M isso uri and Co lumb i a R i vers, I to the I Pac ific O cean ; I
perfo rmed in the yea rs 1 804 , 1 805, 8: 1 806, I by o rder o f the I Go v

e rnment o f the Un ited States. I Co nta ining I De l inea t io ns o f the Man

ners, Customs, I Re l ig io n , &c . I Of the Indians, I
'

compiled from I
Vario usAuthentic So urces, and Orig ina l Do cuments, I and I a Summary

[ bivi ]

0
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1 8 1 2

Die I Re isen I der Ca p ita ine I Lew is und Clarke ; I unternommen I
a uf Befehl der I Reg ierung der Vere in igten Staaten I in den Jahren
1 8 04 , 1 805 und 1 8 06, I uber I e ine Landerstrecke vo n mehr als 3000
Me i len

, I vo n St . Lo u is, auf dem M i sso ur i und I Co lumb ia , nach dem
st i l len Meer. I Entha ltend : I E i ne Beschreibung der India n ischen .

Vtilkerstamme , I we lche den west l ichen The i l v o n No rd—Amer i k a
, I

der uns b i sher unbe kannt und unen tdec k t I war, bew o hnen . I Samt I
e iner sta t ist ischen Uebersicht der India ner Na t io nen

, I a us demOfiic ial
Bericht v o n I Mer iwether Lewis. I [Mit Abbildungen Indian ischer
K6nige .] I
Fr iedrichstadt : I Gedruckt bey M . Bartg is . 1 8 1 2. I
1 2mo t itle

,
verso blank Empfehlung [ex tract fromJefferson

’
s Message] ,

p . [3] Vorberi cht ” , p . [4] Re ise na ch dem st i llen Meer ” , pp . [5]
1 1 ; Bericht des Capitains Clarke, in e inem Briefe an den Gouverno

'

r Harri
son . Fort Madan

, den a ten Apri l, pp . 1 2— 1 5 ;
“ Brief des Capt .

Clarke an se inen Bruder. St. Lo uis, den 22ten Sep t. 1 8 06 etc . , pp . 1 5— 24 ;

Sta tistische Uebersicht al ler west l ichen Indianer Stamme pp . 24
—

36 ;

Beo ba chtungen fiber die Si tten u . Gebrauche die Indianer ” , pp . 36
— 51 ;

Lo uisiana pp . 51— 56 ; Ueber den Ursprung der Indianer pp . 56
— 64 .

Signa tures : A— E in si xes, F in tw o . The third leaf of sig. D is misnumbered
C
2

. A complete copy , apparen tly , sho uld have several cuts of Indian chiefs
Abb i ldungen Indi an ischer Konige
This l i ttle pamphlet, printed a t Frederick, Mary land, is entirely unkn own to

b ibl iographers, and Se idensticker did no t know o f a single i tem printed there
during the y ear 1 8 1 2 . The o nly copy I h ave lo ca ted is owned by Charles H .

Cono ver, Esq . , o f Chicago , who kindly lo aned it to me fo r this study . I t has

no t the cuts of Indian ch iefs wh ich the ti tle-page ca l ls fo r.

1 8 1 2 (F ISHER)

An I interesting Acco un t
‘

I o f the I Voyages a nd Tra vels I o f Cap

ta ins Lew is and Clark , I in the Yea rs 1 804 , 1 805, and 1 806 . I G i v ing
a fa i thfu l descr i p t io n o f the r i ver Misso ur i and I its so urce — o f the

va r io us tr ibes o f India ns thro ugh I wh ich they passed — ma nners a nd

c ustoms — so i l — c l imate I — c ommerce — go ld and s i lver min es
an ima l a nd vege I ta b le p roduc t ions i nterspersed w i th very en ter- I
ta in ing a necdo tes, and a v ariety o f o ther usefu l a nd I p lea s ing info rma

t io n remarkab ly ca lcu la ted to de I l ight and instruct the readers.
— T o

wh ich is added a I comp lete dic t io na ry o f the India n to ngue . I By
W i ll iam F isher, Esq . I
Ba lt imo re. I Printed by Antho ny M i ltenberger, Fo r the Purchasers. I

1 8 1 2. I
lxvi i i
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Sm. 1 2mo ; two frontispieces, Lewis and Clark ; ti tle, verso b lank ; “ Rec

ommenda tio n
”

,
p . Message pp . ( 2) “ Introduct ion pp .

x iv ; “ Estimate p . xv ; text, pp . [16] - 3z6 . Pp . 1 79 and 265 are mis

paged 1 78 and 295, respect ive ly . Signa tures : [AJ—Bb in si xes, Cc in o ne .

Cop ies : BM ; EFL ; C ; CHG ; NYHS.

1 8 1 2 (F ISH ER)

New Tra ve ls I amo ng the I Indians o f No rth America ; I be ing I a
c omp i la t io n , ta ken part ly from the commun icat io ns a lready pub l ished,
o f I Ca pta ins Lew is and Clark , I to the I President o f theU nitedSta tes ; I
a nd I partly from o ther a utho rs who tra vel led amo ng I the Var io us
Tr ibes o f Indians. I Co nta in ing I a va riety o f very p leasant a necdo tes,
remarkab ly ca lcu la ted I to amuse and info rm the mind o f e very curio us
reader ; I with I a Dictio nary o f the Indian To ngue. I Comp iled Iby
W i ll iam Fisher, Esqr. I
Ph i lade lphia : I Pub l ished by James Sha ran . I J . Maxwel l, printer. I

1 8 1 2. I
1 2mo two leaves with portra its of Lew is and Clark ; ti tle, w i th Co py

right secured ”
on the verso ; a second t i tle : “ The IVo y ages and Trave ls I

o f I Capta ins Lew is and C larke w ith verso b lank ; Recommendatio n ”

,

p . ( l ) Message pp . ( 2) o ne blank page ; “ Introductio n pp . [vii]
x i ; “ An Estimate etc . on p . xii ; “ Travels to the Pac ific Ocean etc . ,

pp . [ 1 3]— 1 53 ; “ Statistica l View ”

, pp . [ 1 54]- 1 78 ; “ H istorica l Sketches
o f the several Indian Tribes in Lo uisiana pp . [1 79]— 204 ; Origin pp .
204

— 228 Observations
”

, pp . [229] —292 ; Anecdo tes pp . [293]— 300 .

The paginat ion o f 1 55 is inverted in some cop ies. In mo st co p ies the seco nd

title-page is lacking. Signatures : Tw o leaves w ith portra its : I Ma in t i tle-page,
A — BB in si xes.
Cop ies : BM ; C ; CHC ; NA ; NL ; NYHS ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 8 13 (F ISH ER)

An I interest ing Acco unt I o f the I Voyages andTra vels o f Ca p
ta ins Lewis and Clarke , I in the Yea rs 1 804— 5, 8: 6 . I G i v ing a

fa ithfu l descr i p t io n o f the r i ver M isso ur i and I its so urce — o f the var io us
tr ibes o f Indians thro ugh I wh ich they p a ssed— manners a nd customs
— so i l I c l ima te c ommerce —

go ld a nd s i lver I mines — an ima l
and vegetab le I product io ns . I In terspersed I W ith very enterta in ing
a necdo tes, a nd a va r iety o f o ther usefu l a nd p leas ing info rma t io n ,
re I markably ca lcu la ted to de l ight a nd I instruct the readers. T o

wh ich is added I A comp lete D ict io na ry o f the Indian To ngue By
Wil liam Fisher, Esq. I

lx ix
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Ba lt imo re : IPrin ted a nd pub lished by P. Mauro , I N? 1 0
,
No rth

Howa rd St. I 1 8 13. I

1 2m0 ; ti tle, verso b lank ; “ Recommendation p . Message pp .
[vi]— vi i ; “ Introduct ion ”

, pp . [vi i i]—xi ; “ Estimate ”

, p . text, pp .
[ 1 3]— 266 . There are no pp . 1 25, 1 26, 149, 1 50, 1 79, 1 80 , 209, 2 10 ;

and pp . 1 73, 1 74 are repea ted. Signatures : [A]—X in si xes, Y in three .

Three il lustratio ns, a t pp . 35, 8 0, 230 .

Cop ies : BPL (la cks o ne pla te ) ; C ; CHC ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 840

The I Jo urna l I o f ILewis and Clarke, to the Mouth o f the

Co lumb ia Ri ver I beyo nd the Ro cky Mo unta ins. I In the Years 1 804—5,
6 . I G i ving a faithful descriptio n o f the r i ver M isso uri I and its so urce
o f the v ar ious tribes o f Indians I thro ugh wh ich they passed man

ners and cus I toms — so il — clima te - commerce -
go ld a nd I s i l ver

m ines — anima l and vegetab le I productio ns, &c . I New Edit io n, w ith
No tes. I Rev ised, co rrected, a nd il lustrated w ith numero us Iwo od cuts. I
T o which is added I a comp lete dict io na ry o f the Indian tongue . I
Dayto n

,
O . IPub lished a nd so ld by B . F . El ls . I John Wilso n,

Printer. I 1 840. I

1 6m0 ; two leaves w ith portra its ; title, with advertisement and copyright
o n the verso extracts from Message

”

, etc . pp . 2) Preface pp . [i x]
xn ; text, pp . [1 5]— 224 ; “ D ictionary of Indian Words and Phrases pp .
[225]— 234 ;

“ Appendi x ” , pp . 234
— 237 ;

“ Contents ”

, pp . [238]— a 4o .

Page [xi i i] is blank . Plates : Po rtra i ts of Lew is and o f Clark , before the ti tle
o ther il lustra tions on pp . [xiv] , 1 8 , 39, 44, 6 8 , 8 2, 84, 98 , 1 05, 1 1 1 , 1 26 ,

1 38 , 1 76 , 222. Sign a tures : [ 1 ]— 1 5 in e ights.

Cop ies : BPL ( lacks po rtra its) ; C ; CHC ; HSP ; NYHS ; WHS.

1 851

The Jo urna l o f Lewis and Clarke. Dayto n : E lls, Clafi in 81 C0.

1 851 . 1 2mo , p p . 240.

Th is t i tle is gi ven in Sab in’s Dictiona ry of Boob rela ting to Amer ica , No .

40 8 32 . I have no t been able to authenticate his reference, and it has no t been
found in any co l lection o r library known to me.
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GASS

1 807

A Jo urnal I o f the Voyages andTra vels I o f a Co rps o f Disco very, I
under the command o f Ca pt . Lew is and Ca pt. Cla rke o f the a rmy o f

the Un ited States, I from I the mo uth o f the river M i sso uri thro ugh the I
interio r pa rts o f No rth America I to the Pa c ificOcean , I during the

years 1 804 , 1 805 81 1 806 . I Co nta in ing I An authen t ic rela t io n o f

the mo st interesting transa ctions I during the ex pedi t io n
,

-A descrip

t io n o f the co untry , I And a n a cco unt o f its inhab itants, so i l, c l ima te,

curio s it ies I a nd vegetab le and a n ima l productio ns. I By Patrick Gass, I
o ne o f the perso ns emp loyed in the ex pedit io n . I W ith I Geogra ph ica l
a nd Ex p lana to ry No tes I by the pub l isher. [Co py-right secured acco rd
ing to law .] I
Pittsburgh, I pr inted by Z adok Cramer, I fo r Da v idM

’
Keehan

,
Pub

lisher and I Pro prieto r 1 807. I

1 8mo ; t itle, w ith copyright on verso ; “ Preface pp . [i i1]— vii i half-title,
verso blan k ; tex t, p p . [1 1]— 262. No i l lustrations. Signatures : A—Y in

si xes, the la st blank .
Cop ies : BA ; BM (tw o co p ies) ; C ; CHC ; CHS ; HC ; HSP ; LCP ;

NL ; NYHS ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 808

A I Journa l I o f the IVoyages and Tra vels I o f I a Co rps o f Dis

co v ery , I under the Comma nd o f Ca pta in Lew i s a nd I Ca pta in Cla rke ,
o f the Army o f I the Un ited States ; I from the mo uth o f the I R i ver
M isso ur i , I thro ugh the I Inter io r Pa rts o f No rth America , I to the

Pac ific Ocean ; I during the yea rs 1 804 , 1 805, 81 1 806 . I Co nta in ing I
An Authent i c Re la tio n o f the mo st in terest ing Tra nsac t io ns during I
the Ex pedi t io n : A Descr i pt io n o f the Co untry : And an I Acco unt o f
its Inhab i ta nts, So i l, Cl ima te , Cu rio s ities, I and Vegetab le and An ima l
Product io ns . I By Pa tr ick Ga ss, I One o f the Perso ns emp loyed in the

Ex pedit io n . I
Pi ttsburgh : Pr inted fo r Da v id M

’

Keehan . Lo ndo n : Re-printed
fo r J . Budd

,
Bo o ksel ler to His Roya l H ighness the Prince o f IW a les,

Pa ll-Ma ll . 1 808 . I

8 vc ; t itle, w i th printers’ name o n verso ; “ Advertisement by the Engl ish
Publ isher pp . [i i i] — i v ; Prefa ce, by the American Publ isher pp . [ 1] —9 ;

[ l xx i 1,
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o ne blank page ; half-ti tle to Jo urna l, w i th verso b lank ; “ Journa l of the I
Voy ages and Travels, &c . pp . 1 3

—
38 1 ; verso o f the last page b lank ;

“ Bo oks lately pub l ished by J. Budd
”

, pp . Signatures : [A] in tw o ,

B— BB in e ights. Publ ished in paper co vers w i th label-tit le, “ Gass
’

s Voy

ages and ITrave ls I through I North America . I 9
Copies : AAS ; CHO; HSP ; MHS ; NA ; NL ; NYHS ; NYSL ; WHS.

Voyage I des Ca pita ines Lew is et Cla rke
,
Depu is l’embo uchure

du M isso uri, j usqu
’

a l
’

entrée de la Co lomb ia dans l’o cean Pa c ifique ; I
fa it da ns les a nn ées 1 804, 1 805 et 1 806 , I p a r o rdre du go uvernement

des Eta ts—Un is : I co ntenant I Le Jo urna l a uthentique des Evenements
les p lus remar I quables du Voyage, a ins i que la Descri pt io n des I
Ha b itants, du So l, du Cl ima t, et des Product ions I an ima les et v égéta les
des pays s itués a l’o uest de I l

’
Amerique Septentrio na le. I Rédigé en

Angla is p ar Pa tr ice Ga ss, Emp loyé dans I l
’

Expédit io n ; I Et tradu it en
Franca is par A. J . N. La lleman t

, I l
’
un des Secréta ires de la Ma rine . I

Avec des No tes, deux Lettres du Cap ita ine Clarke, I et une Carte
gra vée pa r J . B . Ta rdieu . I
A Pa r is, I Chez Arthus-Bertrand, Libra ire, rue Hautefeu i l le, n° 23.

1 8 10. I

8 vo ; ha lf-title, w i th publ isher’s list o n verso ; t i tle, verso blank ; “ Mes

sage
”

, pp . [VJ— V1] ; o ne b lank page ; “ Préface de l’éditeur américa in pp .
[i x] -xviij ; text, pp . [ 1 ] —4 1 5 Lettre du cap i taine Clarke 5 S. E. le gouver

neur Harri so n ”

, da ted
“ Fort Mandanne , 2 avril p p . 4 1 6

—

422 ;

Lettre du capi ta ine Clarke a so n frere le général Clarke da ted Saint-Louis,
23 sep tembre 1 806 pp . 423- 432 ; “ T ab le des Chap i tres ”

, pp . 433
—

443 ;

verso o f last page blank. Co lo phon at the foo t o f p . 443, thus : “ De l
’
Im

p rimerie de M
" Ve

Jeunehomme, Rue Hautefeu ille, n
° Page 358 is

mispaged 258 . Signa tures : Nine prel iminary leaves, sig. 1 — 27 in e ights, 28

in six. Fo lded map , engraved by J. B. Tardieu, enti tled Carte I Po ur ser
v ir au Voyage I des Cap

"
.

S Lew i s et Clarke, I a l’Océan Pacifique.

”
It

measures 7% by 954 inches.

Cop ies : BM ; BPL ; CHC ; HC ; NYHS ; NYSL.

A I Jo urna l o f the I Voyages a nd Tra ve ls I o f a Co rps o f D is

c o very , I under the command o f Ca pt . Lew is a nd Ca pt . I Clarke o f

the a rmy o f the Un i ted Sta tes, I from I the mo uth o f the r i ver M isso ur i
thro ugh the I in terio r p a rts o f No rth Amer ica I to the Pa c ific Ocea n

, I
During the Yea rs 1 804, 1 805 and 1 806 . I Co nta in ing I An authentic

lxxi i I.
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re lat i o n o f the mo st interest ing tra nsac I t io ns dur ing the e x pedit io n
,

A desc r i pt ion o f I the co untry
,
— And an acco unt o f its inhab i I ta nts,

so i l, c l ima te, curio s i t ies a nd ve I getab le a nd an ima l pro duc t io ns . I By
Pa trick Ga ss, I o ne o f the perso ns emp loyed in the e x pedit io n . I W ith
geogra phica l a nd ex p lana to ry no tes. I Seco nd Edit i o n — w ith six en

gra v ings. I [Co py-Right secured acco rding to Law .]
Ph i ladelph ia : I Pr inted fo r Mathew Carey, I No . 1 22, Market

street . I 1 8 1 0. I

1 2mo ; ti tle, w ith co pyright on verso ; “ Preface by the publ isher o f the

first edi tio n pp . [i i i] — vi i i ; ha lf-title, w i th verso blank , forming pp . [9
“ Journa l ” , pp . [ 1 1 ]— 26 2. Signatures : A—Y in si xes, the last leaf b lank .
This is the first Gass which has plates, as fo llows : Frontisp iece , to p . 220 ,

A Cano e stri king o n a Tree o pp . p . 26, Captain s Lew is 81 Clark ho ld
ing a Co unc il w ith the Indians opp . p . 60, “ Cap ta in Clark 81 his men
bui lding a line of Huts opp . p . 95, “ Captain Clark and his men sheeting

Bea rs ” ; opp . p . 239, An American having struck a Bear but no t ki lled him,

escapes into a Tree ”
o pp . p . 245,

“ Capta in Lew is sho o t ing an Indian .

”

These cuts are very crude, artistical ly co nsidered, and are insets.

The subj ect—matter and lo ca tion of the pla tes in Carey ’s three edi tions, 1 8 10 ,

1 8 1 1 , 1 8 1 2, are the same, but the pla tes as engraved differ in each edi tio n .

For example, the bear i n the p late to page 239 o f the 1 8 1 0 edition lo oks l ike a

New fo undland dog ; in the o ther editions he lo o ks either l i ke a p ig o r any thing
o ther than a bear. On the who le , the best i llustrat io ns are tho se o f the 1 8 1 2

edi tion , and this has a map o f Louisiana no t in the preceding . editions. The

three edi tio ns a re ty pographically different .
Cop ies af I 8 I Oedition : CHC ; HC; HSP ; LCP ; NYHS ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 8 1 1

Jo urna l I o f the I Voyages and Tra vel s I o f I a Co rps o fD isco very, I
Under the c ommand o f Ca pt . Lew is a nd Ca pt . C larke I o f the a rmy o f

the Un i ted Sta tes, I from the mo uth o f the r i ver M isso uri thro ugh I the
inter io r p a rt s o f No rth Amer ica I to the Pa c ific Ocean , I Dur ing the

Yea rs 1 804, 1 805, and 1 806 . I Co nta ining I An a uthent ic re la t io n o f

the mo st interest ing tra nsa ct io ns I dur ing the ex pedit io n ; ‘

a desc ri pt io n
o f the co untry ; I a nd an acc o un t o f its inhab itants, so i l, c li I ma te

,

curio s it ies
,
a nd vegetab le I a nd an ima l p ro duct io ns . I By Pa trick Ga ss, I

One o f the p erso ns emp loyed in the ex pedit io n . I W ith geo gra ph ica l a nd
ex p lana to ry No tes . I Th ird Edit io n — W ith six Engra v ings. I [Co py
right secured a cc o rding to Law .] I
Prin ted fo r Ma thew Ca rey, I No . 1 22 Market Street , Ph i ladel ph ia .

1 8 1 1 . I
lxxi i i
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1 2mo ti tle, w i th copyright o n verso ; “ Preface. By the publ isher o f the
first edition pp . [iii] -vi i i ; half-t i tle (Jo urnal of the I Voy ages and Travels
I o f ] a Corps o f w ith verso blank ; text, pp . [ 1 1 ]— 262. Page
1 70 is misnumbered 70 . Signa tures : A— X in si xes

,
Y in five. Six i llus

tra tions to pp . 26, 60 , 95, 220 (frontisp iece) , 239 and 245.

Cop ies : BPL ( lacks o ne p late) CHC ; NL (imperfect) WHS.

1 8 1 2

Jo urna l I o f the I Voyages a nd Tra ve ls I o f a Co rps o fD i sco very,
Under the command o f Ca pt . Lew is a nd Ca pt . Clarke I o f the a rmy o f

the Un ited Sta tes, I from the mo u th o f the ri ver M i sso uri thro ugh the I
interio r pa rts o f No rth America to I the Pac ific Ocean , I Dur ing the

Years 1 804 , 1 805, and 1 806 . I Conta in ing I An authent ic re la t io n o f

the mo st interest ing transa ct io ns during the ex pedi I t io n ; a descri p t io n
o f the co untry ; a nd a n a cco unt o f its inhab i ta nts, I so i l, c l ima te, curi o s
i t ies, and vegetab le a nd a n ima l p ro duc t io ns . I By Pa tr ick Gass, I One
o f the perso ns emp loyed in the ex p edit io n . I W i th geogra ph ica l a nd
e x p lanato ry no tes . I Fo urth Edit io n w i th six Engra v ings. I [Co py
right secured acco rding to Law .] I
Pr in ted fo r Ma thew Carey, I No . 1 22

,
Market-Street

, I Ph i ladelph ia,
1 8 1 2. I

1 zmo ; Review of this Work pp . ( 2) ti tle, w i th copyright o n verso
Preface . By the publ isher of the first edit ion pp . [v]-x ; “ Jo urna l ” , pp .
[ 1 1 ]— 262 . Sma ll fo lded map of “ Lou isi ana ”

, a t the beg inn ing, mea suring
by 534 inches ; fro ntisp iece to p . 220 , a nd a lso p lates to pp . 26 , 60, 95,

239 and 245. Signatures A—Y in si xes, the last leaf being blank .
Cop ies : AAS ( this is Isa iah Thomas’s copy , in the o rigina l ro an b inding) ;

CHC ; NL ; NYHS ( lacks map ) ;

1 8 1 4

Tagebuch I einer I Entdeckungs—Re ise durch Nerd—America , I
v o n I der Mfindung des Missuri an b is zum E influss der I Co lumb ia in
den st i llen Ocean, I gemacht in den Jahren 1 804 , 1 805 und 1 806, I
aq Befel der Reg ierung der Vere in igten Staa ten , I vo n I den beiden
Capitii ns Lew is und Cla rke. I Uebersetz t I vo n I Ph. Ch. W eyland. I
M it e iner Cha rte . I
We ima r

, I im Verlage des H . S. privil. La ndes— Industr ie— Comp
to irs. I 1 8 14 . I
8 v0 t i tle, verso blank Bo thschaft des Prasidenten der Vere inigten Staaten

an die be iden Kammern des Congresses pp . i i i— v ; “ Vorbericht des Ueber
setzers pp . vi— viii Inhalt pp . i x— x half-title to text, w ith verso blank ;

lxxiv
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I SS4

Pa trick Gass . I [To accompany b i l l H . R. No . 4 1 9] I June 23,
1 8 54. I Mr. Hil lyer, from the Committee o n Pri va te Land Cla ims

,

made the I fo l low ing I Report . I T he Committee o n Pr i va te La nd
Cla ims, to whom was referred the petit io n I o f Patr ick Gass, repo rt
[follow ed by tbe text of the Repor t]

8 vo ; pp . 2. House Report No . 21 5, 33d Co ngress, l st Sess ion .

I 859

T he I Life a nd Times o f Patrick Ga ss, now so le surv ivo r o f

the o verland ex pedi tio n to the Pac ific, I under Lew i s a nd Clark
,
in

1 8 04— 5— 6 ; I a lso , I a so ldi er in the wa r w i th Grea t Bri ta in, from I 1 8 1 2
to 1 8 1 5, and a pa rt ic i pant in the I Batt le o f Lundy’s Lane . I To gether
w ith I Ga ss

’ Jo urna l o f theExp edi tio n co ndensed ; I — a nd I sketches
o f some e vents o ccurring dur ing the I last century in the upper Oh io
c o un try, I b iogra phies, remin i scences, etc . I By J . G . Jacob . I
Ja co b 85 Smi th, I Pub l ishers and Printers, W e l lsbu rg, V a . I 1 859 . I
1 2mo ; t i tle , w i th copyright o n verso ; “ Preface pp . [i i i] — v ; “ Con

tents
”

, pp . [vi]—vi ii ; “ Life and T imes o f Patrick Gass pp . [9]— 1 93 ;
portra i t of Washington o n p . 1 94 ; Ci vil History pp . [195] — 28 o . No

signa tures. Frontisp iece portra i t o fGa ss, w i th autograph Mandan Indians
to p . 59 ; “ Big White-Ba l l Co stume ”

, to p . 1 08 ; ta i lpiece on p . 202 ;

Go ing to Church in Old T imes ” , to p . 248 .

Dr. El l io tt Co ues learned from the author o f this vo lume that the substance
o f it appeared in the columns of the Wellsburg (Va . ) Hera ld before it w as made

up in bo o k form.

Cop ies : BA ; BPL ; CHG; HSP ; NYHS ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 904

[A Journa l o f the Voyages and Tra vels o f a Co rps o f D isco very,
etc ., by Patrick Gass.]

A. C. McClurg 82 Co . , o f Chicago , have a nnounced that they w ill issue
during the y ear 1 904 a reprint of Gass

’
s y our/ta l, in one vo lume, w i th an in tro

duction by James K. Ho smer, un iform w ith the ir libra ry edi tion o f the Biddle
version of Lew i s and Clark, publ ished in 1902.

l xxvi
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GENU INE H ISTORY

1 8 1 4

H isto ry o f I the .Ex pedit io n I under the comma nd o f Capta ins
Lew is and Clark, I to I the So urc es o f the M isso uri

, I thence I acro ss
the Ro cky Mo unta ins I and down the I River Co lumb ia to the Pa c ific
Ocea n . I Perfo rmed dur ing the years 1 804 -

5
- 6 . I By o rder o f the

Go vernment o f the United States. I Prepared fo r the press I by Pau l
Al len

,
Esqu i re . I In two vo lumes . I Vo l. I . [I I .] I

Ph i ladelphia : I Pub l ished by Bradfo rd a nd Inskeep ; and IAbm :H .

Inskeep , New Yo rk. I J . Ma xwe ll, Printer. I 1 8 14 . I

2 vo ls ; 8 vo . V o l. I : Ti tle, w ith copyright on verso ; “ Preface signed
by Paul Al len, pp . [i i i]— v ; p . [vi] b lan k ; “ Life o f Capta in Lew is pp .
[vn] — x xi i i ; p . [x x i v] b lank ; Co ntents

”

, pp . [xxv]- x xvi i i ; text, pp . [1]
470 . Plates : Fo rtificatio n opp . 63

“ The Falls and Portage opp . p .
26 1 large fo lded map enti tled, “ A I Map o f I Lew is and Clark’s Track, I
Acro ss the Western Port io n of No rth America I From the IMississi pp i to the

Pac ific Ocean ; I By Order o f the Executi ve I o f the I Un i ted States. in 1 8 04 .

5 8c 6 . Co pied by Samuel Lew is from the IOrigina l Draw ing of WT Clark.
Sam! Harriso n fc? Vo l. II : T itle, w i th co pyright o n verso Co ntents

pp . [i i i]— i x ; o ne blank page ; tex t, pp . [1 ]— 433 ; p . [434] blank ; “ Ap

pendix pp . [435]— 522. Pla tes : “ Great Fa l ls o fCo lumb ia Riy er ”

, o pp . p
31 ; The Great Sho o t o r Rap id opp . p . 52 Mo uth of Co lumb ia Ri ver
o pp . p. 70 . Signatures : Vo l. I— [a]— c in fo urs, d in two , B-3o in fo urs, the
last leaf blank . Vo l. II- [A] in six ( the first b lank) , B— 3U in fours, 3x in o ne .

Cop ies : AAS ; BA ; B_M ; C ; CHC ; HC (tw o cop ies) ; HSP ; LCP ;
NL (tw o co pies, o ne wi thout the map) ; NYHS (uncut copy , w ith titles on

original board co vers) ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 8 1 4

Tra ve ls I to the I So urce o f the M isso ur i Ri ver I and a c ro ss the I
America n Co nt inent I to the I Pa c ific Ocean . IPerfo rmed I by Order
o f the Go vernment o f the Un i ted Sta tes, I in the yea rs I 1804, 1 805,

a nd 1 806 . I By Ca pta ins Lew is a nd Cla rke. I Pub l i shed from the Offi c ia l
Repo rt , I a nd I i llustra ted by a map o f the ro ute, and o ther ma p s. I
Lo ndo n : I Printed fo r Lo ngman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown , I
Paterno ster-Row . I 1 8 14 .

4to ; half-ti tle, w ith “ J. G. Barnard, I Skinner-street, Lo ndon on the
verso ; t i tle , verso b lank ; “ Preface, by the Engl ish Edi to r ” , pp . [v]— xi v ,
signed a t end by

“ Thomas Rees
”

, and da ted a t Barnard
’
s Inn, Apri l 30 ,
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1 8 14
“ Contents pp . [xv] —x x i v ; tex t, pp . [ 1]—663 ; catalogue o f

Works publ ished ”
o n verso o f p . 663. P . 323 is misprinted 223. Signa

tures : [a] in two , b— c in fours, d in two ; B— 4P in fours. Large fo lded
map , Nee le . scul p . 352. Strand ”

; five p la tes on three leaves, intended fo r
PP 47. 1 9 1 . 364. 379 , 398

Cop ies : BM ( two cop ies) C ; CHC ; MHS ; NYHS ( imperfect) ; NYSL.

1 8 15

Tra vels I to the so urce o f the M i sso ur i River I a nd acro ss the I
American Co nt inent I to the Pac ific Ocea n. I Perfo rmed by o rder
o f I the go vernment o f the Un i ted Sta tes, I in the yea rs I 1 804, 1 805,
and 1 806 . I By Ca pta ins Lew is a nd Clarke . I Pub l ished from the

o ffi c ia l repo rt
, I and i llustra ted by a ma p o f the ro ute, I a nd o ther

ma ps. I A new edit io n , in three vo lumes . I Vo l. I . [I I .] [I I I ] I
Lo ndo n : I Pr inted fo r Lo ngman, Hurst, Rees, Orme

, and Brown, I
Pa terno ster-Row . I 1 8 1 5. I

3 vo ls ; 8 vo . Vo l. I :
‘

T i tle, w ith “ Printed by A. Strahan, Printers-Street,
London ”

o n verso ; “ Preface, b y the Engl ish edi tor ” , signed by Thomas
Rees, pp . [i i i] —x i x ; p . [xx] blank ; “ Con tents of the first vo lume

”

, pp .
[xx i]— x xvi ; text, pp . [1 ] — 4 1 1 ; verso o f last page blank. Plates : Large
fo lded map engraved by Neele Anc ient Fo rtifica tio n o n the M issouri o pp .

p . 8 7 (but the plate is misnumbered 47) Great Falls o f the M isso uri opp .

p . 1 9 1 . Vo l. II : T i tle, w i th printer’s name on verso ; “ Co ntents o f the

second vo lume pp . [v]— x i i text, pp: [1]—434. Plates : “ Great Fa l ls o f

Co lumb i a Ri ver ” , Opp . p . 364 ; “ Lower Falls of the Co lumb ia ”

, Opp . p .
~

379 ; Mo uth o f Co lumb i a Ri ver o pp . p . 398 . Vo l. III : T itle, with

printer’s name o n verso Co ntents of the th ird vo lume pp . [i i i]— xii tex t,
p p . [ 1 ]- 394. No plates. Signatures : Vo l. I — A in e ight, a in e ight (the
la st three represented on ly by stubs) , B—CC in e ights, DD in fo ur, BB in

tw o . Vo l. II — a in six (the first being blank) , B— EE in e ights, FF in one .

V o l. III A in six, B—BB in e ights, CC in four, DD in one.

Cop ies : BM ; C ; CHC ; HSP ; NL.

1 8 17

Tra ve ls I to the so urce o f I the M isso uri River, and acro ss the I
American Co nt inent I to the Pac ific Ocean . I Perfo rmed by o rder
o f I the go vernment o f the Un ited Sta tes, I in the yea rs I 1 8 04, 1 805,

and 1 806 . I By Ca pta ins Lew is and Clarke . I Pub l ished from the o ffi c ia l
repo rt

, I and i llustra ted by a map o f the ro ute, I and o ther ma ps. I A
new editio n

, in three vo lumes . I Vo l. I . [I I] [I I I .] I
Lo ndo n : I Pr inted fo r Lo ngman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, I
Pa terno ster-Row . I 1 8 1 7.
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B I BLIOGRAPH I CAL DATA

This editi o n co llates a lmo st the same as the preceding Lo ndon edi tio n o f

1 8 15. The large map and p lates are the same in bo th, but the editio ns differ
ty pogra phical ly the 1 8 1 7 edi tio n is entirely reset. The fo l low ing variat ions
should be no ted : A comma at the end of the third l ine o f the t i tle-pages, no t

in the 1 8 1 5 edi tio n . On the verso o f sig. a
c,
in vo l. i , D irectio ns fo r plac ing

the Maps ” ,
no t in the 1 8 1 5 edi tion . A ha lf-ti tle to vo l. i i , w i th verso b lank ,

making sig . A in six, o f which this half—title is the first leaf. In vo l. i i i sig. A

is arranged in six leaves, as fo l lows : T i t le , with printer’s name on verso ;
“ Conten ts o f the third vo lume ”

, pp . [i i i]-xii.
Cop ies : CHC ; HSP ; WHS.

1 8 17

H isto ry I o f I the Expedit io n I under the command o f Ca pta ins
Lew i s and Clarke, I to I the So urces o f the M isso uri , I thence I a cro ss
the Ro cky Mo unta ins I a nd down the I River Co lumb ia to the Pac ific
Ocean. I Perfo rmed dur ing the years 1 804— 5— 6 . I By o rder o f the I
Go vernment o f the Un ited Sta tes. I Prepared fo r the p ress I by Pau l
Allen

,
Esq . I W ith the l ife o f Ca pta in Lew is, by .T . Jefi

'

erso n
, |

President o f the Un ited States o f Amer ica . I In two vo lumes. I
Vo l. I . [IL] I
Ph i lade lph ia : Pub lished by Bradfo rd and Inskee p ; and Abm. H . I
Inskeep, New Yo rk. I Dub lin : I Printed by J . Christ ie, 1 70, James

’
s

Street . I 1 8 1 7. I

2 vo ls 8vo . Vol. I T itle, w i th American copyright on verso Co ntents

of the first vo lume ” , pp . “ Preface ”

, pp . [i i i]— v ; p . [vi] blank ;
Life o fCap ta in Lew is pp . [v11]— xxvi i p . [xxvi i i] blank ; tex t, p p . [ 1 ]

58 8 . P . vi i i is misp rinted'

iiiv, and p . 4 1 8 is given as 1 8 . Fo lded map o n thin
paper, co pied in reduced size after that o f the 1 8 14 Philadel phi a edi tion p lates
of Fo rtifica tion ”

,
o pp . p . 78 Princ i pa l Cascade of the M issouri a view ,

opp . p . 326 ; “ The Falls and Portage ”

, opp . p . 327. V o l. II : T i tle, w i th
American copyright o n verso ; “ Co ntents of the second vo lume pp. [i]
x i i ; “ Subscribers ”

, pp . ( 3) “ Directions fo r pla cing the p lates in bo th
vo lumes, p . text, pp . [3] —544 ; “ Appendix pp . [545]— 643, verso
of last leaf blank. The appendi x co nsi sts o f “Observations and reflec tio ns o n
the present and fiiture state o f Up per Lo uisiana “ Estima te of the Western
Indians ”

;
“ Reflect ions and Remarks ”

;
“ A summary statement of the

rivers ”

, etc . P. 26 1 is mispaged 2. Pla tes o f “ Grea t Falls o f Co lumb i a
Ri ver opp . p . 40 ; “ The Great Shoo t o r Rapid o pp . p . 67 “ Mo uth

of Co lumb ia River ” , o pp . p . 90 . Signatures : Vo l. I - [a] fo r title, b in
six, B—4 H in fo urs. Vo l. II [a] for title, b and c in fours, [A] in three,
B-4M in fours, 4N in two .

Copies : C ; CHC ; MHS ; NL ; WHS.
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1 8 16— 1 8 1 8

Re iz e na ar I de Bro nnen va n den M issour i , I en do o r het v aste
La nd va n America I naa t de Z uidz ee . I Gedaan o p la st v an de Reger
ing der V ereen igde Sta ten v a n Americ a , I in de j aren 1 804, 1 805 en

1 8 06 . I Do o r de Kap itein s I Lew is en Cla rke . I Met eene Kaa rt . I
Uit het Engelsch v ertaa ld do o r I N . G. Va n Kampen . I Eerste
[Tw eede] [Derde en La a tste] Deel . I [Sta r] I
T e Do rdrecht, I bij A. Blussé 81 Zo o n. I 1 8 1 6 . I
3 vo ls ; 8 vo . Vol. I : T it le, verso blank ; Vo orberigt van den Vertaler

pp . [i i i]- xvi i i ; Vo orberigt van den Engelschen Uitgever pp . [xi x]
x xv i i i “ Inbo nd pp . x xi x— xxxn ; text, pp. [ 1 ]— 398 large fo lded “ Kaart
I der Reizen van Lew is en Clarke I door het Westelij k gedeelte van INo ord
Ameri ka , I van den M i ssissi pp i to t de Zuid Z ee, I op last van de Uitvo erende
Magt der I Vereenigde Sta ten, I in 1 804, 5 en 6 . I C. van Baarsel en Zo on,
scu l ps.

” Vo l. II : T i tle , verso blank ; “ Inbond pp . [i i i]— vi i i ; text, pp
[ 1 ]— 390 ; p . 98 is mispaged 70 . V o l. III : T i tle, verso b lank ; “ Inhoud

pp . [v] — xi1 ; tex t, pp . [ 1 ]— 326 ; Bij lagen p p . 327— 335 verso of p . 335
blank ; pp . 1 1 9, 1 6 1 and 300 a re mispaged 1 1 6 , 1 63 and 30 , respect i ve ly .

Signatures : Vol. I and in eights, A—B b in e ights, the last apparent ly
completed by o ne b lank leaf. V ol. II in fo ur

,
A-A a in e ights, B b in

four, the last apparently completed by one blank leaf. Vo l. III in six, one

being b lank, A—X in e ights. In Vo l. I sig. O, is misprintedO5 ; and in V ol.

II. sig . A3
is misprinted A5.

In th is w ork the imprints of the first two vo lumes agree, save that the second

vo lume is dated 1 8 17 ; but the third vo lume has the fo llow ing imprint : “ Te

Dordrecht, I bij Blussé en Van Braam. I 1 8 1 8 . The o nly co py w h ich I
have seen is in the Library o fCongress. It is a lso in WHS.

1 842
— 1901

H isto ry I o f the Expedit io n I under the command o f I Ca pta ins
Lew is a nd Clarke, I to I the so urces o f the Misso uri , thence acro ss the
Ro cky I Mo unta ins, a nd down the R i ver Co lumb ia to the I Pacific
Ocean : perfo rmed during the I Years 1 804, 1 805, 1 806, by o rder
o f the I Go vernment o f the United Sta tes . I Prepared fo r the press I by
Pa u l Allen, Esq . I Rev ised, and abridged by the omiss io n o f umimpo r

t ant [sic] de I ta i ls, w i th a n intro duct io n a nd no tes, I by Archiba ld
McVickar. I In tw o v o lumes. I V o l. I . [IL]
New-Yo rk : I Ha rper and Bro thers

,
8 2 Cliff-St . I 1 842. I

2 vo ls. 1 8 mo . Vol. I — T i tle, w i th co pyright o n verso ; Advertise
men t ”

, pp . [iii]— vi ; “ Co ntents ”

, pp . [i]— v ; p . [vi] blank ; Introduc

t ion ”

, pp . [vi i]— l i ; p . [Iii] blank ; text, pp . [53]- 37 1 ; “ Catalogue of
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Bo oks o n verso o f p . 37 1 . Vol. Il z— Ti tle, w i th co pyright o n verso ;
“ Co ntents pp . [i i i]— x ; text, pp . [9] -

338 ;
“ Appendi x ” , pp . [339]

395 ; verso o f p . 395 blank. Plates : Vo l. I , Map of Lew is and C lark’s
,

Track a cro ss the Western Po rtion o f No rth America , Drawn Engraved
by W. G. Evans N. York ” , to face title ; .

“ Fo rtifica tion
”
Opp . p . 8 7

Princ i pal Cascade o f the M issouri ” o pp . p . 223 The Fa l ls Portage
Opp . p . 234. Vo l. II, Great Fal ls o f Co lumb ia Ri ver o pp . p . 64 ; The

Great Shoo t o r Rap id opp . p . 79 Mouth o f Co lumb ia River o pp . p . 92.

Signatures : V o l. I , 3 prel. leaves, A— H H in si xes ; x2 misprinted H2. Vo l.

II, 5 prel. leaves, A in tw o , B— c in si xes.
The forego ing descri p tio n is from a set of the original edi tion in the Library

Of Co ngress . It is a curious fact that all o f the editions w hich I have seen, even
tho se o f a la te da te , perpetuate an erro r in the stereo ty pe pla tes, namely “

unim

portant on the t i tle-pages, which is g i ven as umimportant.
”

By the kindness of Mr. A. V . S. Antho ny , Of Harper and Bro thers, I have
been ab le to test my record of subsequen t edi tions by the bo oks o f the pub l ishers.

He a lso states that “
severa l sma l l edi t io ns have been publ ished since 1 89 1 , o f

which no record w as kep t. " The fo llow ing is a conspectus o f the issues o f this
oft-printed w ork , brought o ut orig inally in Harpers’ po pular Fami ly Library
— Sep teniber, 1 8 42 ; January , 1 843 May , 1 8 43 January , 1 844 ; July ,
1 8 45 ; Apri l , 1 8 47 ; May , 1 8 50 ; August, 1 8 51 June, 1 8 55 ; Apri l , 1 8 58 ;

No vember, 1 8 60 ; February , 1 8 6 8 ; M arch , 1 8 71 (vo l. II) Apri l , 1 8 72

(vo l. I) February , 1 874 (vo l. II) December, 1 8 75 (vo l. I ) 1 8 76 ( copy
in NYHS, but pub l ishers have no reco rd) ; February , 1 8 8 1 March, 1 8 8 2 ;

July , 1 8 8 3 Apri l , 1 8 8 6 ; February , 1 8 8 7 June , 1 8 9 1 June, 1 90 1 ; severa l
unda ted edi t io ns Of la te publ ica t io n ( one such in NYHS) .
Sab in in his Dictiona ry of Books rela ting to America mentio ns a Lo ndon,

1 842, edi t io n of MCVickar, but it is no t in the Bri tish Museum. I have no t

been ab le to verify his statement, y et it is no t un l i ke ly that the American pub
lishers may have made up

-

Some sets for the Engl ish market.

1 8 93

H isto ry o f the Ex pedit io n under the command o f Lew is and

Clark
, I T o the So urces o f the M isso uri River,\thence a cro ss the Ro c ky

Mo un ta ins and I down the Co lumb ia R i ver to the Pac ific Ocean , per
fo rmed dur ing I the Yea rs 1 804— 5— 6, by Order o f the I Go vernment

o f the U n i ted Sta tes . I A New Edit io n , I Fa i thfully Repr inted from the

o nly Autho riz ed Edit io n o f 1 8 1 4 , w i th Co p io us I Critica l Commenta ry,
Pre pared u po n Examina t io n o f Unpub l ished I Offi c ia l Archi ves and

Many O ther So urces o f Info rmatio n, I Inc luding a Dil igent Study o f

the I Orig ina l Manusc r i pt Jo urna ls I and I F ie ld No tebo o k s o f the

Ex p lo rers
, I to ge ther w i th I A New B io gra ph ica l a nd Bib l i o gra phica l

Intro duc t io n , New Ma ps I a nd o ther I llustra tio ns, a nd a Comp lete
f lxxxi
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Index
, I by I E l l io tt Co ues, I Late Ca pta in and Ass i stant Surgeo n,

Un ited Sta tes Army, I Late Secretary a nd Na tura list, U n i ted Sta tes
Geo logica l Survey, I Member o f the Na t io na l Academy Of Sciences

,

etc. I In Fo ur Vo lumes . I Vo l. I . — IV.] I
New Yo rk. I Fra nc is P. Harper. I 1 893. I
4 vo ls . , 8 vo . V o l. I : Ha lf-title, w i th certificatio n Of the edi tion on verso ;

ti tle , with co pyright on verso ; “ Dedica tion ”

, verso blank ; “ Preface to the

new edi t io n pp . v— x Contents o f the first vo lume p p . xi- x i i Preface
to the o rig inal edi tion ”

, pp . x i i i— x i v ; “ Memo ir o f Meriwether Lew is ” ,
pp .

xv— xl i i ; “ Supp lement to Jefferson’s Memo ir o f Meriwether Lew is . By Dr.

Coues
”

, pp . xl i i i— lx i i ; “ Memo ir o f Wi ll iam Clark . By Dr. Co ues pp .
lx iii— xcvu p . [xcvi i i] blank

’

; Memo ir o fPatrick Gass. By Dr. Coues pp
.

xc i v-cvi “ Bibl iographical In troduction . By Dr . Co ues pp . cv11—c x xx i i text,
pp . [1]—352 fro nt ispiece portra i t ofLew is, and facsimiles o f ho lograph letters of
Lew is and of Clark, Oppo si te pp . xv and lx i i i . Vo l. II Ha lf-ti tle, verso b lank
ti tle, w i th co pyright on verso “ Co ntents of the seco nd vo lume ”

, pp . v— vi ; text
pp . 20 ; frontispiece portra it o f Clark . Vo l. III Half-title, verso blank ;
t i tle, w ith co pyright o n verso Co ntents of the th ird vo lume pp . v— vi text,
pp . 8 2 1— 1 2 1 3 p . [1 21 4] blank Appendi x I . Essay on an Indian po l icy
pp . 1 2 1 5- 1 243 Appendi x II . Estima te of the w estern Indians pp . 1 244
1 256

“ Appendi x III . Summary sta tement p p . 1 257— 1 263
“ Appendi x

IV . Meteo ro log ica l reg ister ” , pp . 1 264
— 1 298 . Vo l. IV : Half-t itle, verso

blank ; t itle, w i th copyright on verso List o f maps and o ther p la tes p . v ;
o ne blank page fo lded Tabular sta tement o f the lineal issue ofWi ll iam Clark
fo lded Tabular statement o f the l i ving issue ofWi l l iam Clark ” “ Index
pp . 1 299

— 1 364 ; p lans and maps as fo llows : “ Fo rtificatio n The Fa l ls
and Portage Great Falls ofCo lumb ia River ” ,

“ The Great Shoo t o r Rapid
Mouth o f Co lumb ia Ri ver ” , fo lded “ Map o f Lew is and Clark’s Track

fo lded Map of part o f the Co ntinent o f North America New Map of the

Route o f Lew is and Clark in 1 8 04
—
5
— 6 , Prepared by Ell io tt Co ues fo r com

parison w i th Clark’s Map o f 1 8 14 No s igna tures. The edit io n consisted
o f o ne thousand co p ies

,
o f wh ich No s. 1 to 200 w ere printed o n handmade

p aper, and No s. 20 1 to 1 000 on fine bo o k paper.
Dr . Coues did no t bel ieve in strictly adhering to the text o f the 1 8 14 edi tion .

I have no t found it necessary to make a fetich of that tex t ” , is his declara tion .

So in his o ther edi ted w orks he to o k l iberties w i th orig inals ; fo r example, in
La rpentear he tells us that “ there was scarce ly a sentence in it all that did no t

need to be recast to some ex tent in preparing the manuscri p t fo r pub l ica tion .

But this is a mere matter of grammar ; I have s imp ly helped the author to
express himself ; the sense and sent iment are his own, if the sty le is no t .

” Of
the Lew is and Clark he says,

“ I have puncti liously preserved the o rthography
o f pro per names in all the ir variance and eccentric ity ; and wherever I have
ampl ified any sta tement inthe text, o r di verted the sense o f a passage by a ha ir’s
breadth, square brackets indica te the fact. Yet I have not hesitated to touch the

lxxxi i
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a nd Index I by I James K . Ho smer
,
LL .D ., I [Four lines] I In T w o

Vo lumes, w ith Po rtra its a nd M a ps I Vo lume I . [I I .] I
Ch icago I A. C . McClurg 8: Co . I 1 902 I
2 vo ls ; 8 vo . Vo l. I H a lf-title , verso b lank ; title, w ith co pyright, etc . o n

verso ; facsimi le o f 1 8 1 4 ti tle and orig ina l copyright , pp . Pub l ishers’
No te

”

, w i th verso b lank, one leaf ; Contents o f Vo lume I pp . [ i x]— x i i i ;
o ne b lank leaf “ List o f Po rtra i ts and Maps ”

,
w i th verso b lank, o ne leaf ;

“ Introduc tion pp . [xvi i]— xxxv ; Prefa ce To the Edi tion o f pp .
[xxxvi i] — xxx i x ; one blank leaf ; “ Life of Ca pta in Lew is ”

, pp . xii- l vi ;
ha lf-t i tle to text, verso b lank ; tex t, pp . [ 1 ]- 500 . Maps and portra i ts as

shown in the vo lume i tse lf. Vo l. II Ha lf-tit le, verso blank t itle, w i th co py
right, e tc . o n verso ; Conten ts o fVo lume II pp . [v] - x i one b l ank page
List o f Portra its and Maps w i th verso blank

,
one leaf ; text, pp . [1] — 46 1

p . [46 2] b lank ; “ Appendi x ” , pp . [463]— 550 ; “ Index pp . [551 ]
Maps and portra i ts as shown in the vo lume i tself. Described from a set in the

Library of Co ngress.

1 904

H isto ry o f the Ex pedi t io n under the Comma nd o f Capta ins Lew is a nd

Clark to the So urces o f the M isso ur i , Acro ss the Ro c ky Mo un ta ins,
Down the Co lumb ia R i ver to the Pac ific in 1 804— 6 . W ith an a cco un t
o f the Lo u is iana Purcha se, by Pro f. Jo hn Bach Ma cMa ster, and a n in

troduc tio n ident ify ing the ro ute
,
by R i p ley H itchco ck. New Yo rk

A . S. Ba rnes 8: Co .

,
1 904 .

l zmo ; 3 vo ls. Th is edi tion is inc luded in “ The Tra i l Makers series.

The ti tle is taken from the publ ishers’ c ircular announcement .

M ISCE LLANEA

1 804

Repo rt I o f the Commi ttee I o f ICommerce and Manufactures, I
who were instructed, I by a Reso lution o f this Ho use

, I o f the 1 8 th

ult . I “ To Enqu ire I into the I ex pedi ency o f autho r is ing I the I Pres i
dent o f the Un ited Sta tes, I to emp loy perso ns I to ex p lo re such p a rts
o f the pro v ince o f I Lo u i s ia na , I as he may deem pro per ” . I 8 th
M arch

,
1 804 . I Read, a nd o rdered to be comm itted to a c ommi ttee o f

the I who le Ho use, o n W ednesday nex t . I
8 vo ; ti t le, verso blank ; text, pp . [3]— 7 verso of last leaf blank. Merely

has an a llusion to Lew is and Clark on p . 4, who are there designated as “ two

enterprising co nductors etc .

lxxxiv
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1 806

Message I from the I Pres ident o f the Un itedStates
,
co nta in ing his I

Commun ica t io n I to bo th ho uses o f Co ngress, I a t the commence

ment I o f the Seco nd Sess io n o f the N in th C o ngress . I 2d December,
1 806 . I Pr inted by Order o f the Sena te. I
W ash ingto n C i ty : I Pr inted by Dua ne So n. 1 806 . I
8 vo ; ti tle, verso b lank ; text, pp . [3] — 1 2 . In this message Jefferso n refers
inc identally to Lew is and Clark, and mentio ns that “ they have tra ced the

M issouri nearly to its source.

”

Repo rt I o f the Comm ittee a ppo i nted o n the th ird instant
,

o n

so much o f the I Message o f the Pres ident I o f the Un i ted Sta tes a s

re la tes to I the fa rther ex p lo ring I o f the I western wa ters. I Decem

ber 22
,
1 806 . I Referred to a comm i ttee o f the who le Ho use o n

Thursday next . I
C i ty o fWa sh ingto n : A. 8: G. W ay , Printers. I 1 806 . I
8 vo ; t i tle, verso blank ; tex t, p . [I] , w i th verso blank ; Refers to Lew is

and Clark.

1 806 ? — PROPOSAL S FOR P UB L ISH ING FRA Z E R
’

S

JOURNAL 1

[From a MS. in the Lib ra ry o f the W isco nsin Histo rical So ciety .]

Pro po sa ls fo r publ ish ing by subscri ptio n Robert Fra z er
’
s 70107 101, from

St . Lo u is in ‘ Lo u is ia na to the Pac ific o cean,
— co nta in ing an a ccura te

1 Early in the first decade of our [the n ineteenth] century a bro ther o f my fa ther
so ld a ha t in V ermo nt to Rob ert Frazer, a fenc ing-ma ster there , who absco nded w ith
o ut pay ing fo r it . Th is Fra zer en l i sted under Capt. Lew is, an

t
d his name w as g iven

to a rapid and a creek near the head-w aters o f the M isso uri . Befo re Fra zer‘ s return
to St . Lo uis , my unc le h imse lf had remo ved thither and w a s manag ing the ho te l to
which Fra zer came fo r enterta inment . Each recogn ized the o ther, a nd my unc le had
no difficu lty in co l lect ing his debt . But Fra zer pro ved to be o ne o f the seven jo urna l
ists [o f the Lew is and Clark expeditio n] and purpo sed t

‘
o print his jo u rna l , he having ,

a s we l l a s Ga ss
,
o bta ined permiss io n from Ca pt . Lew is . H is pro spectus, which o f

necess i ty w as written , s ince there w a s no print ing in St. Lo u is t i l l I 8 o 8 ,
'

show s beau
t ifu l chiro gra phy , a nd promised a vo lume o f fo ur hundred pages. A co p y o f it is in

my ha nds, which came to my fa ther in Vermo nt from his bro ther a t the W est .

JAMES DAVIE BUT LER , in T he New Fo und Jo urna l o f Charles F lo y d Proceed

ing: o f America n Anti quarian So c . ,
A pri l a sth, 1 8 94 .

La ter, Pro fesso r But ler presented this MS. pro spectus to the W isco ns in H isto rica l
Soc iety , a s abo ve. A pparent ly there w as insuffi c ient pa tro nag e, fo r the pro po sed
bo o k wa s no t pub l ished. The wherea bouts o f the Frazer Jo urna l is unknown to the

present Edito r. ED.
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desc ri pt io n o f the M isso ur i a nd its severa l b ranches, o f the mo unta ins
separat ing the eastern from the w estern wa ters, o f the Co lumb ia R i ver
and the Bay it fo rms o n the Pa c ific o cea n, o f the face o f the co untry in

genera l ; o f the severa l tr ibes o f India ns o n the M isso uri a nd Co lumb ia
r i vers ; o f the vegetab le , anima l [and minera l] p roductio ns disco vered
in tho se e xtensi ve reg io ns, the lat itudes a nd lo ngitudes o f some o f the

mo st rema rkab le p laces, together w i th a v ariety o f curio us and inter
est ing o ccurrences during a voyage o f 2 years 4 months and 9 days,
co nducted by Ca pta ins Lew is and Cla rk.

Pub l ished by permiss io n o f Ca pt. Meriwether Lew is. Th is wo rk
w i l l be co nta ined in abo u t 400 p ages o c ta vo

,
and w i l l be put to the

p ress a s so o n a s there sha ll be a suffi c i ent subscriptio n to defray the

ex penses. Price to subscribers three do l la rs.

1 807

Do cuments I accompanying a
' B i l l making Compensa tio n I to I

Mess ieurs Lew is a nd Clarke, and I their Compa nio ns, I p resented I
the 23d Janua ry, 1 807. I
Wa shingto n C i ty : I A. 8: G . W ay , Printers . 1 807. I
8 vo ; title, verso blank ; communication s igned by Wi l l is Alston, Jun .

da ted January 1 2, 1 8 07, o n p . [3] answer to the fo rmer by H . Dearbo rn ,

dated January 1 4, 1 807, pp . [4]—5 ; letter from Meriwether Lew is to Gen .

Dearborn, da ted a t “ Ci ty of Washingto n, January 1 5, 1 807 pp . [6] — 8 ;
large fo lded bro adside enti tled, “ A Ro ll Of the men who a ccompan ied cap
ta ins Lew i s and C larke o n their late tour to the Pac ific o cean , through the

interior o f the continent o f INorth America , shew ing the ir rank, w i th some

remarks on the ir respecti ve meri ts and services ”

,
signed w i th Meriwether

Lew is’s name, and da ted a t “ City of Wa shington, January 1 5,

Cop ier : BPL ; C ; CHS ; WD .

1 808 , ETC.

.

Tbe Na v iga tor , pub lished in many editio ns a t Pittsburgh, by Z adok
Cramer

,
co nta ins in an a p pendi x to some o f the edit io ns a sho rt acco un t

o f the e x pedi t io n o f Lew is and Cla rk. This wo rk is a compo s i te ,
mo st ly de vo ted to “ direc t io ns fo r na v igating the Mo no ngahe la , A l le

gheny , Ohio , and M iss issi ppi rivers together w ith co rre lat i ve ma tter.
I ts struc ture is c rude . The first edit io n appeared in 1 80 1 . It was in

its i ncept i o n a sma l l pamphlet, devo ted so lely to the Oh io .

So far as I can ascerta in, the Lew is and C lark appeared fo r the first time in
the “ Si x th Edi tio n ”

o f 1 80 8 , on p p . 1 46
— 1 56 , ba sed on Gass, etc . It is

enti tled, A brief account of the M issouri river, and the ex tensive and fertile
l xxxvi
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country thro ugh which it w inds, as traversed by cap ta in Lew is a nd ca pta in C lark
- A sho rt no tice of the Indians and the ir customs — different kinds o f w i ld
an imals — fow ls — fish — curio sities &c . And of the Co lumb ia ri ver. In

the “ Advertisement ”
o f “ The Edi tor this part purports to have been

“
co l lected from the letters o f cap ta in C lark and o ther pub l ica tio ns s ince the

return o f the party ”
. The “ Seventh Edi tio n ( 1 8 1 1 ) reproduced th is text

on pp . 254
- 26 8 . Beg inn ing w i th the Eighth Edi tion ” pp . 343

349, the text is very different from that o f the si x th and seventh edi tio ns . All

o f these subsequent edi tions have a mere summary headed, “ Abridgment o f

Lew i s and Clark’s Expedi tion .

”
I have seen the editio ns o f 1 802 ( third) ,

1 80 8 (si xth) , 1 8 1 1 (seventh) , 1 8 14 (eighth) , 1 8 1 7 (ninth) , 1 8 1 8 (tenth) ,
and 1 8 2 1 (eleventh) but there were o thers.

1 830

Ta les o f Tra vels I west o f the M ississipp i I [Cut] By So lomo n
Bell, I La te Keeper o f the Tra ve ller’s L ibra ry, Pro vince-Ho use Co urt ,
Bo sto n . I W i th a map , a nd numero us engra v ings. I
Bo st0n : I Gray and Bowen — W ashingto n Street . I 1 830. I

i 8m0 ; advert isement leaf, pp . ( 2) ha lf-title , w i th fro ntispiece i llustrat ion
o n verso ; ti t le, with co pyright o n verso ; “ Prefa to ry , inc luding some acco unt

o f the author ” , pp . [vi i] - x ; “ Contents pp . [x i]— xvi ; text and i llustra
tio ns, pp . [1]— 1 62. Numerous w o odcuts in the text. Signatures :
in fours, 1 — 1 3 in si xes, 1 4 in four, the la st leaf be ing b lank . The vo lume is
the first of a series by the publ ishers, having for design the supp ly ing “ to the

chi ldren o f the United States o f an enterta in ing abstract o f the mo st po pular
bo oks o f travels, wh ich have lately appeared ”

. Lew i s and Clark’s travels make
up the bulk o f the vo lume ; the rema inder being devo ted to Lo ng and Jew i tt.
Described from a copy loaned by Mr. Charles H . Co nover.

1 848

In Senate o f the Un i ted States . I Janua ry 20, 1 848 . Submitted
,

a nd o rdered to be p rinted. I Mr.W estco tt made the fo l lo w ing I Re po rt I
The Committee o f Cla ims, to whom wa s referred the pet it io n o f Da I
v idWhelply , repo rt : I [text of tbe repor t]

8 v0 ; pp . 3, verso o f last leaf blank . DavidWhelply c la imed governmenta l
aid as a rew ard for his part ic ipa tion in Pike’s explora tio ns. Lew i s and Clark are
introduced by the pet itio ner as o ne o f the precedents under which he lodged his
c la im. It w as , however, adversely reported by the senato ria l Committee o f

Cla ims. The publ ic do cument is in Senate Reports of Commi ttees, 3o th Cong.

i st Sess. , No . 37.
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Orego n a nd Eldo rado ; o r, I Roma nce o f the Ri vers. By Thomas

Bulfinch, I
Bo sto n : I J . E . T i lto n and Company. 1 8 66 . I

I zmo ha lf-ti tle, verso b lank ; title, w i th co pyright , etc . on verso ;
“ Preface pp . i x— x ; “ Contents

”

, pp . x i— x iv ; ha lf-t i tle to “ Oregon ”

,

verso b lank ; tex t to Orego n and “ Eldorado pp . 1 — 464 . Signa tures
Six pre l iminary leaves, 1 — 29 in e ights. The Lew is and Clark matter begins o n

p . 1 4 (chap . II) . Described from a copy in the L ibrary o f Co ngress.

1 876

Departmen t o f the Inter io r. I Un i ted States Geo log ica l and Geogra ph
ica l Survey o f the Terri to r ies. IF . V. Hayden, U . S. Geo logist-id
Cha rge . I An Acc o unt I o f the va r io us p ub l ica t io ns re la t ing to I the
Tra vels o f Lew is a nd Clark e, I w ith a I Commentary o n the Z o o logi
c al Results o f I the ir Ex pedi t io n . I By I Dr. E ll io tt Co ues, U . S. A .

[Extracted from Bul letin o f the Geo log ica l a nd Geogra ph ica l Survey
o f the Terr i to r ies, No . 6, Seco nd Series ] I W ash ingto n, Februa ry 8 ,
1 8 76 . I

8vo ; ti tle on co ver, verso blank ; text, pp . [4 1 7] —444. Di vided into tw o

parts, the first o f w hich is b ibl iographica l , and the second zo o log ica l . Thi s is
the separate edition . The Bullet in from w hich it is an ex tract has the fo llow ing
t i tle : Department o f the Interior. I Bulletin of I the Un ited Sta tes I Geolog
ica l and Geographical Survey of I the Terri tories. Bullet in , No . 6 . Second

Series. Washington : I Government Print ing Office . I February 8 , 1 8 76 .

Cop ies of this Bulle tin a re in B ; NYSL . The separa te is in B ; CHC.

These I have seen o r lo cated, but there are of course o thers.

1 8 76

Sketch o f I Go v . Merriwether Lew is. I By Genera l Marcus J .

W r ight. I [First pub l ished in the June number, 1 8 76, o f “Ware’s
Va l ley Mo nthly . I Washingto n, D .C. I

8 vo t i tle , verso blank ; text, pp . [3] 10 o ne blank leaf.
Copier . HSP ; NYHS ; WHS.

1 8 8 6—1 8 8 8

Children’s Sto ries I o f American Progress By Henrietta Christ ia n
Wr ight I I I llustra ted by J . Steep le Da v is I
New Yo rk I Charles Scribner

’
s So ns I 1 8 8 8 I
lxxxvi i i
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'

8 vo ; ha lf-title , w ith advertisement o n verso title, w i th co pyright, e tc . o n

verso ; Co ntents pp . [v] vi i o ne blank page ; Li st o f I l lustra tio ns
verso bla nk ; tex t, pp . [ 1 ] 333 o ne blank page ; advertisements, pp . ( 8 )
one blank leaf. Chap ter IV (pp . 8 6- 103) relates to “ The Expedi tion o f

Lew is and Clarke to the Pac ific Ocean Th is describes the issue o f 1 8 8 8 , but

the bo ok w as copyrighted in 1 8 8 6 .

1 893

Descr i pt io n o f the Orig ina l Ma nuscri pt Jo urna ls and F ie ld No te
bo o ks o f I Lew is and Cla rk , o n w h i ch was b a sed Biddle’s H isto ry o f the
Ex pedi I

‘

t io n o f 1 804— 6, a nd which a re now in the po ssess io n o f the

American I Ph i lo so ph ica l So c iety in Phi ladel ph ia . I

8 vo . Forms pp . 1 7
—
33 of the Pro ceedings o f the American Philo so phi

cal So c iety I held at Phi ladelph ia I fo r I Promo ting Useful Know ledge . I V ol.
x xx i . IJanuary to December, 1 893. I Philadel phia : I Prin ted fo r the So c iety
by MacCalla Company . It is No . 1 40, which w as printedMarch 4,

1 893.

Described from a copy in AAS. It is a lso in CHG andWHS.
1

1 893

Ex p lo rers and Tra ve llers . By Genera l A. W Greely.

See fo r ful l description infra , under 1 90 2.

1 893

Old So uth Leaflets. I Eleventh series
,

1 893. No . 6 . Ca pta in
Mer iwether Lew is . I

‘

By Thoma s Jefferso n . I

I zmo pp . 16 . The co ver-title to this series is enti tled The Open ing o f

the West Described from a co py in HC.

1 893

OldSo uth Leaflets . I Genera l Series,
‘

No . 44.I Ca pta in Meriwether
Lew is. I By Thomas Jeff erso n . I [ 1 8 93]

1 2m0 ; pp . 1 6 .
Forms part o f a vo lume , the general ti tle ofwhich is Old

South Leaflets. IVo lume II . I 26— 50 . Bo ston : D irecto rs of the Old South
Wo rk . Old South Meeting House

”
.

Cop ier : EFL ; HC ; HSP ; NYSL ; WHS.

1 A co ndensa t io n of this art ic le is g iven in the Appendi x to the present edit io n.
-ED.
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I S94

The New Fo und Jo urna l I o f Charles Floyd, I a sergea nt under
Ca pta ins Lew i s a nd Clark . I By I James Da v ie But ler. I From Pro

ceedings o f the Amer ican Antiquar ia n So c iety, a t the Semi I a nnua l
Meeting, he ld in Bo sto n, Apri l 25, 1 894 . I
W o rcester, Ma ss., U . S. A . Press o f Cha rles Hami lto n

, I 31 1 Ma in
Street . 1 894 . I

8vo ; ha lf-t i tle o n co ver ; ti tle, verso blank ; introduction by Butler, pp . [3]
1 5 Appendi x pp . [1 6] 30, o fw hich Flo yd

’
s Journal is the princ i

p al part.
Cop ies : CHC ; HC ; WHS (where a lso is the orig inal MS. of the Journal) .

1

1 8 98
— 1 899

The Plan ts o fLew is and Cla rk’s E x peditio n a cro ss the Co n I tinent ,
1 804

— 1 806 . I By Thomas Meehan .

Forms pp . 1 2—49 of Pro ceedings I o f the I Academy of Na tural Sc iences I
o f | Phi lade l phia . I 1 898 . I Committee on Publ ica tion : [Five names] Edi

to r : Edward J. No lan, M .D . I Ph i lade lphia : I Academy ofNatural Sc iences, I
Logan Square . I It is a section of part I (Jam-March

,

Described from a copy in AAS.

1900

Ba ldw in’s B iogra phica l Bo oklets I The Sto ry o f Capta in Meri
wether Lew i s a nd Ca pta in Will iam Cla rk fo r yo ung readers I Ey I
Ne l l ie F . K ingsley With a n Introductio n by T he Edito r I [Cut] I
W erner Scho o l Bo ok Company I New Yo rk Ch i cago Bo sto n I
[1 900]

1 8m0 ; ti tle , w ith list o f series, etc . o n verso ; Contents o n p . 3 ; p or
trait o f Lew is on p . [4] “ Introduct io n ”

, pp . 5— 1 2 ; tex t, w i th i l lustrations,
pp . 1 3

— 1 28 . Many i l lustra tions in the text. No signatures. Co pyright, 1 900 .

1 901

Lew is and Clark Meriw ether Lewis and W i ll iam Cla rk By
W i l l iam R. Lighto n [Printer

’

s ma rk] I
Bo sto n and New Yo rk I Ho ughto n , Mifli in and Compa ny I The
R i vers ide Press, Camb r idge I 190 1

1 Repub l ished in the present seri es direct ly from the orig ina l MS. The pub l ica
t io n above no ted conta ined numero us minor errors. ED.
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1 2mo ; ha lf-ti tle, w i th adverti sement o n verso ; t i tle, w ith copyright, etc .

o n verso ; No te o f a cknowledgment ” , w i th verso blank ; Contents pp .
[vn] — i x ; Foreword ”

, pp . half-ti tle to Bo ok I , w i th verso b l ank ; tex t,
pp . [ 1 ]— 443 one blank page. Portra i t fro ntispiece of “ Judi th .

”
Signa tures

Six pre l iminary leaves, 1— 27 in e ights, 28 in six, but printed o ff in an errat ic
manner. The w o rk w as first “ Pub l ished No v . 1 2, There ha ve
been severa l subsequent editions . H isto rica l fiction w i th co nsiderable anti quarian
deta i l . Described from a copy in NL.

1 902

Men o f Ach ievement I Ex p lo rers a nd Tra ve l lers By Genera l A .

W . Greely , U . S. A . I Go ld Meda l l ist o f Roya l Geogra ph ica l So ciety
a nd So c i été de I Géo graph ie , Pa r is I [Publisbers

’

ma rk] I
New Yo rk I Charles Scribner

’

s So ns I 1902 I

I amo ; ha lf-title , w i th list o f “ Men o f Achievement Series on verso ;
t i tle, w i th co pyright o n verso ; Preface pp . [3] — 4 ; Co ntents p .
“ Li st o f Il lustra tions ” , pp . [6]— 8 ; text, pp . [9] — 373 ; verso o f last leaf
blank . There a re seven ful l-page illustra tio ns no t a part o f the regul ar pagina
t ion, and s i xty -two ful l p age and text-i l lustra ti o ns inc luded in the regu lar pag ina
t i on . The orig ina l issue a ppeared in 1 893, and it has been kept in print ever
since tha t date . I have here described the latest issue . The fifth chapter, pp .
[ 1 05]— 162, is en ti tled, Cap ta in Meriwether Lew is and Lieut. Wi l l iam Clark .
F irst Trans-Continenta l Explorers of the Un i ted States. ”

1903

The Lo u i s i ana Purcha se a nd the Ex p lo ra t i o n , ea rly H isto ry a nd

Bu i lding o f the W est . By Rip ley H itchco ck. Bo sto n : Ginn 81. Co .
,

1 903.

1 2m0 ; pp . 2 1 , 349 . I l lustra tions, p o rtra its and maps. Part 2 is devo ted
to the Lew is and Clark expedi tion . Co pyright 1 903, but rea lly issued early in
1 904. The author’s ful l name is James Ri pley We l lman H i tchco ck . No t

seen .

1904

A Br ief H isto ry o f IRo c ky M o unta in Ex p lo ra t io n w ith espec ia l
reference to the I Ex pedit i o n o f Lew is a nd Cla rk I By I Reuben
Go ld Thwa ites I I I W ith i l lustra t io ns and map s
I [Publii ben

’
cut]

New Yo rk I D . App leto n and Compa ny I 1 904 I

8 vo ; half-t itle, w i th l ist o f the Series on verso ; ti t le, w ith copyright, e tc .

on verso ; dedication , verso blank ; Preface pp . vi i— i x ; o ne blank page ;
xci i
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Contents verso b l ank ; L ist o f Illustra tions verso b lank ; tex t, pp .
1— 252 ;

“ Index ”

,
pp . 253

— 276 ; pub l ishers’ advertisements, pp .
Views, map , portra i ts, etc ., making ten subj ects, as in the printed Li st o f I l lus
tra ti o ns ”

.

“ Publ i shed February , 1904
” in Appleto ns’ Expansion o f the

Republ ic Series Signatures [1] — 1 9 in e ights.

1 904

T he Tra i l o f Lew is and Clark. A Sto ry o f the Grea t Ex p lo ra t io n
Acro ss the Co nt inent , 1 804—06 ; w ith a Descr i p t io n o f the Old Tra i l

,

Based upo n Actua l Tra ve l o ver it, and o f the Changes Fo und a Cen

tury La ter. By Ol in D .W hee ler
,
member o f the M inneso ta H i sto r ica l

So c iety . New Yo rk : G . P. Putnam’
s So ns, 1 904 .

8vo ; 2 vo ls , w i th co lored fro ntispieces and about two hundred i l lustra tio ns,
inc luding map s and diagrams. From the publishers’ spring anno uncements

of 1 904.

xci i i





Origin a l Jo u rn als o fCap ta in s Meriwe ther

Lew is a nd William Cla rk

THE 7OURNALS PROPER





The ORIGINAL JOURNALS OF
L EW I S A N D C L A R K

C H A P T E R I

F R OM R I V E R D U B OI S TO TH E P L A T TE

Cla rk's Jo urnal andOrders, January 30— July 22, 1 804

Entries andOrders by Lewis, Februa ry 20
,
March 3, M ay 1 5, 20 , 26, and July 8 , 1 2.

[PRELIMINARY MEMORANDA]
[Cla rk]

APTS
,
LEWI S 8c CLARK wintered at the enterance

o f a Sma ll river o ppo s i t the M o u th o f M isso u ri
Ca l led Wo o d River,

1
Where they fo rmed th ei r pa rty ,

Compo sed o f ro bust helthy ha rdy you ng men , recomended

[Sentence unfin ished .

[The following memo randa o f events in the histo ry o f the

expedit io n prio r to its depa rtu re from River Dubo is, M ay 14 ,

1 804 , a re selected from a reco rd , ma in l y o f na tu ra l p henomena ,
kept by C la rk, wh ich is w ri tten nea r the end o f Co dex C

1 Lo ca l tradit io ns here pla ce the mo uth o f the M isso uri River in 1 8 03 a t o ne

mi le no rth o f Ma ple Is land ; it is now fo ur mi les be low the is la nd. The mo uth o f

W o od River is o ne mi le be low Maple Is la nd, and is suppo sed to have been in the

same p lace in 1 8 03.
— G. B. DORSEY, G i l lespie, I l l .

9 This unfin ished memo randum 15 fo und o n the fly
-leaf a t beg inn ing of the sma l l

no te-bo o k designa ted by E l l io tt Co ues in his report upo n the jo urna ls, made to the

American Phi lo so ph ical So c iety , Jan . 20 , 1 8 9 3, and reprinted in o u r Appendix , port
as Codex A , from wh ich bo o k is here reproduced Clark' s jo urna l o f the expedi

t io n from M ay 1 3I

to A ugust 1 4 , 1 8 04 . Occa s io na l entries , written by Lew is during
tha t period

, w i l l be here des igna ted by his name w ithin bra ckets a t the beg inning o f

such matter.
A s sta ted in the Introduct io n to the present vo lume

, there a re two co l lect io ns o f

Orig ina l jo urna ls o f the explo rers — tha t made by T homas Jefferso n a nd no w in the

custody o f the American Phi lo soph ica l So c iety a t Phifadelphia ; and tha t owned by

[ 3 ]



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS Uan . 3o

th is begins a t p . 23 1 , and co nt inues (the p ages be ing in reverse
o rder) to p . 2 1 6 , co vering the t ime from Jan . 1

, 1 804 to

Apri l 7, 1 805. The expedi tio n had go ne into camp in De

cember. E D.]
ya nua rjy 30 ,

Cap? Lewis a rrived from Kahokia

Feb? 29

The weather had b een c lea r s ince Capt Lewis lef[t] Camp
unt i l] th is 1

Ma rc/1 1 9
“

Vis ited 85Cha rles

Retu rn from St Cha r les after hav eing a rrested the p ro gress
o f a Kickapo o wa r pa rty

I a rrived a t Rive r Dubo is from S‘ Cha r les

Cap
? Lewis retu rned to Camp

Tried Severa l men fo r missco nduct

Ap ril w

Capt Lewis went to St . Lo u is. M 5H ay a rrive[d]

[The fo l lo wing memo randum, by bo th Lew is and Cla rk
, o c

cup ies a detached sheet in the Clark-Vo o rh is co l lect io n .
— E D.]

[ L ew is z]

I nfo rma tio n o fM EJ o hn H ay , commencing a t the discha rge
o f the O tterta i l Lake, wh ich fo rms the so u rce o f the Red

Rive r, to his w inter s ta tio n o n the Assinneb o in River.

M rs. Ju l ia Cla rk Vo orh is and M iss E lea no r Gla sg ow Vo orhis, o fNew Yo rk gra nd
daughter a nd grea t grand-daughter, respect ive ly , o fW i l l iam Clark . In a ll references
to the Phi lade lph ia codices, w e sha l l fo r co nven ience g ive Coues’s lettered des igna t io ns
thereo f (e. g . , Codex the four Vo orhis no te-bo o ks w i l l b e des igna ted b y
the ir A ra b ic numera ls (e . g . , Clark-Vo orhis no te-bo o k , No . Other Clark
manuscripts in the Vo orhis co l lect ion w i l l be spec ifica l ly a l luded to , a s they appear in
o ur vo lumes. ED.

1 Lew is appears to ha ve spent his t ime ch iefly in St . Lo u is , where, o n M arch 9

a nd 1 0, he w as princ ipa l w itness to the fo rma l transfer o f Upper Lo u isiana . See a ct

o f transfer, in Bi l lon, Anna ]: af St. Louis (St . Lou is, pp . 360, 36 1 .
— ED .

[ 4 ]
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Ap ril z

in length a nd 1 in w idth, the turtle mo unta in bea ring S W . distm 7
league s, the seco nd sma ller ly ing N N W . no t very distant from the

fo rmer the thi rd a nd la st large and ex tending w i th in a few m i les o f the

mo u th o f Mo use r i ver b ranch o f the Assinnabo in

(3) Sa lt is made in sundry p laces o n the Red r i ver (to it) [to w it]
just below the mo uth o f ri ver Pembena r o n the S. side head o f sa lt
r i ver a lso o n the So uth s ide o f the red river a little way below the dirty

1
wa ter t 1ver

[Cla rk
The Co u rse from the F o rt M andan to the Fo rt Choooillez '

s

o n the Assinna B o in is No rth 1 50 M i les

ml:

M irey creek 1 2 Big C . o f w o od 1 6 to the E to a lake
Mo us r i v er 50 to the ri ver La so u[r ie] 4 L
30 yd w ide

a nd 20 Legues to a Sma l l creek o f the M o us R

3 d° to the nex t
1 League cro ss the Laso u o r M . [o use]

20 L c ro ss the D itto to the R
Pass Turtle H ites at 6 L.

27 to Assinnibo n

51

[We now retu rn to Cla rk’s memo randum o f events, in
Co dex C.

— ED.]
[ 6 ]



DUBO I S TO PLATTE

3 .

M .

r Garro u s 1 Bo a t lo aded w i th pro vis io ns p ass up fo r Pra rie
du ch ien, to t rade

a t St . Lo u is

The Co untry ab o u t the M o u th o f M isso u ri is p leasent ri ch
a nd pa rt ia l l y Settled On the E ast Side o f the M iss iss i pp i a
leave l r ic h bo ttom extends back ab o u t 3 mi les, and rises by
seve ra l e leva tio ns to the high Co un try, whi ch is thin l y t imbered
w ith C akes 8: On the lower Side o f the M isso u ri , a t ab o u t

2 mi les b ack the Co untry rises gradu illy , to a h igh p lesent
th in l y timb erd Co untry, the l ands a re genera l l y fine o n the

River b o ttoms and we l l ca l cu la t ing fo r fa rming o n the upper
Co untry
in the po int the Bo ttom is extens i ve and emensly r ic h fo r

1 5 o r 20 mi les u p ea ch river, and abo u t o f whi ch is o pen
leave l p la ins in wh ich the inhab ten ts o f SECharles

'

& po rtage
de Scio ux had ther cro ps o f co rn 8: whea t . o n the up land is
a fine fa rming co untry pa rtia l l y t imbered fo r Some distance
back .

[DISCIPLINE AND ORGANIZATION]

[The fo l low ing
“ Deta chment Orders are in the Vo o rh is

co l lect ion o f Lew is and Cla rk manusc ripts — see no te 2, p . 3,

ante. The do cuments show that the ro bust helthy ha rdy
yo ung men

,
many o f them fresh from the Ken tucky wo o ds ,

fo und it no t easy to a ccustom themse lves to the rigid discip l ine
o f a mi l i ta ry co rps ; a nd i l lustrate the difl-icu lties whi ch b eset
the two capta ins du r ing the fi rst w inte r camp . The o rders re
lat ing to the perso nne l o f the expedit i o n, w ith the o rga n iz a t io n
o f the messes , etc ., a re especia l l y in terest ing and suggest ive .

E u ]
2

1 Litt le is known o f th is Garreau , save that it is probab ly his son Pierre (who se
mo ther wa s an A ri kara w oma n) who w a s lo ng an interpreter a t Fo rt Bertho ld see

Co ues
’

s Na rra tirve of La rp enteur (N. Y. ,
i
,
pp . 1 25, 1 26 . Clark‘ s Garreau

may b e the Jea rreau (o f Caho kia , I l l . ) ment io ned by Pike in 1 8 06 ; see Co ues
’

s

Exp edition: q ike (N. Y. ,
i , p . 263. — ED.

9 The first two o rders (Lew is) a re o n separa te sheets o f paper. The o thers a re

co nta ined in a po cket no te-bo o k, which we des igna te a s the Orderly Bo o k. " T his
[ 7 ]



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Feb . 20

Deta tdzmmt Order:

[L ew is a Camp Kirver Dubois, Feb ,

’
1 8 04 .

The Commanding Offi cer di rects that Du r ing the ab sence
o f h imsel f and Cap

f Cla rk from Camp , tha t the pa rty sh a l l
co ns ider themsel ves under the immedia te command o f Serg‘.
Ordway , who wi l l be hel d a ccountab le fo r the go o d p o liece
a nd o rder o f the camp during tha t perio d, a nd w i l l a lso see

the subsequ ent pa rts o f this o rder ca rried into effect .
The sawyers w i l l co ntinu e thei r wo rk unt i l l they have cu t

the necessa ry quantity o f plank , the
‘

qua nt ity want ing w i l l be
determined by Pryo r ; du ring the days they lab o u r they sha l l
rec ieve each an extra gi l l o f whiskey p . day and b e exemp t
from gua rd du ty ; when the wo rk is accomp l ish ed

,
they w i l l

j o in the pa rty and do du ty in commo n w ith the o th er men .

The Bla cksmiths w i l l a lso co nt inue the i r wo rk unt i l l they
have completed the a rt i c les co nta ined in the memo random

w ith wh ich I have fu rn ished them, and du ring the t ime they
a re a t wo rk w i l l recieve ea ch an extra gi l l o f whiskey pf day
and be exemp t from gua rd du ty ; when the wo rk is completed
they wi l l retu rn to camp and do du ty in commo n wi th the

deta tc[h]ment.
The fo u r men who are engaged in making suga r w i l l co n

ti o u c in tha t emplo yment unt i l l fu rther o rders, and w i l l recieve
each a ha l f a gi l l o f extra wh iskey p f day and be exempt from
gua rd du ty .

The p ract i cing pa rty w i l l in fu ter discha rge o n l y o ne round
each p f day , wh ich w i l l be do ne u nder the di rect io n o f Sergf

Ordway, all a t the same ta rget and a t the distance o f fifty y a rds
o ff hand . The prize o f a gi l l o f extra whiskey w i l l be re

cieved by the perso n who makes the best sho t a t each t ime o f

pra ct i ce .

F lo yd w i l l take cha rge o f o ur qua rte[r]s and sto re and be

exempt from gu a rd du ty u ntil l o ur retu rn, the commanding

b o o k (a t first in Clark' s hand
, and then fo r the mo st part in that o f Sergeant John

Ordway , w ith a few entries b y Lew is) covers the da tes Apri l I —Octo ber 1 3, 1 8 04 .

It is but a fragment the rema in ing leaves a re miss ing , sa ve tho se co nta in ing an entry
da ted Fo rt Cla tso p, January 1 , 1 8 0 6 . A fter the start of the expedit io n from River
Dubo is camp , w e have inco rpo ra ted into the text the severa l entries from th is do cu
ment, designat ing them a s [Orderly Bo o k — ED.

[ 8 ]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [March 3

Cap? Cla rk and h imsel f commun ica ted to them thro ugh Sergf
Ordway

,
who , a s o ne o f the pa rty, has du ring the i r necessa ry

absence been cha rged with the execu t io n o f the i r o rders ; a ct ing
from th o se o rders expressl y, and no t from his own caprice, and
who

,
is in a ll respects a cco un tab le to us fo r the fa ithfu l l o bser

vance o f the same .

A moments reflectio n mu st co nv ince every ma n o f o u r

pa rty, tha t were we to neglect the mo re impo rtant a nd neces

sa rry a rra ngements in re la t io n to the vo yage we are now entering
o n, fo r the pu rpo se mere l y o f rema in [in] g a t camp in o rder to
commun i cate o ur o rders in perso n to the individua ls o f the

pa rty o n mea r po in ts o f p o liece, they wo u ld h ave to o much
reaso n to comp la in ; na y , even to fea r the u ltima te su ccess o f

the enterp rise in wh ich we are a ll emb a rked. The abu se o f

some o f the pa rty wi th respect [to the] p rev elege hereto fo re
gra nted them o f go ing into the co untry, is no t less displ eas ing ;
to su ch a s have made hunt ing o r o ther bu s iness a p retext to

co ver the i r des ign o f vis i ting a neighbo u r ing wh iskey sho p ,
he canno t fo r the p resent extend th is p rev ilege ; a nd do se
therefo re mo st p o sitivelv di rect, th at Co lter, Bo lye, Wise r, and
Ro b inso n do no t rec ieve permiss io n to l eave camp under any
p retext whatever fo r ten day s, after this o rder is read o n the

pa rade, un less o therwise di rected hereafter by Capf Cla rk o r

h imself. The commanding o ffi cers h ighly appro ve o f the

co ndu ct o f Sergf Ordway .

The Ca rpenters B lacksmith s, and in sho rt the who le pa rty

(except F l o i d who has been specia l l y di rected to perfo rm o ther
du t ies) are to o bey impl i c i tl y the o rders o f SergfOrdway, who
has recieved o ur instructio ns o n these subjects , and is he l d
a cco untab le to us fo r the i r due execu t io n .

M ERIWETH ER LEW I S.

Cap? 1
‘
.

t U . S . Reg
? Infty Comdg Deta tchment

[Indo rsedz] Serg‘, Ordwa y w i l l read the w ithin o rder to the men o n the parade the

morn ing after the reciep t o f the same.

M . LEWIS Capt

[ 10 ]



DUBO I S TO PLATTE

Deta cbment Order
[Orderly B o o k ; C la rk z] Camp Ritz/ er Dubois ap r il I

”: 1 8 04

The Commanding oflicers did yesterday pro ceed to take
the necessa ry in listments , and se lect the Deta chmen t dest ined
fo r the Expedit io n thro ugh the interio r o f the Continent o f

No rth Ameri ca ; and have a cco rd ingl y seelected the perso ns
here in after M en tio ned , as tho se wh ich are to Co nstitu te thei r
Perminent D etachmen t. (Viz).

W i ll iam Bratten
Jo hn Co lter
Jo hn Co ll ins
Reubin F ields
Jo seph Fields
Charles Floyd
Pa tr ic Gass
Geo rge G ibso n
S i la s Go odrich
ThomasP.Howa rd

Hugh Ha l l
Hugh M ? Nee l
John Newmo n

The commanding o fiicers do a lso reta in ih the i r se rvice
unt i l l fu rthe r Orders : The fo l low ing Perso ns, Richa rd Warv

ingto n, Ro bert F rasu re, Jo hn Ro bertso n, St Jo hn Bo y ley

(M ore; B. Read)
1
who wh i lst they rema in with the Detachment

1 The Lew is a nd Clark manuscripts w ere, a s expla ined in the Introductio n, a nte,
fo r a t ime in the hands o f Nicho la s B iddle, who prepared from them his paraphra se
Na rra tiv e, pub l ished in Cla rk, in a ssisting B iddle, no t infrequent ly made
interl inea t io ns in the text ; so did B iddle — in o ur o pin io n, the fo rmer thus wro te in
b lack ink, the la tter in red. In 1 8 93, E l l io tt Co ups a lso made emenda t io ns in the

Phi lade lphia codices ; and there are some era sures and interl inea t io ns by an unknown
ha nd. In seek ing to repro duce the manuscripts w ith fide l i ty , the present Edito r ha s
deemed it des i ra b le to reta in a ll emenda t io ns made b y c o ntempo ra ries , a l tho ugh he
ha s igno red many made by Co ues , who o ften sought to correct and modern ize the
Spel l ing o f pro per names. W o rds repro duced by us in Ita l ics enc lo sed by parentheses,
a re correct io ns in red ink, presumab ly by Biddle — e . g . (More: 8 . Rea d) ; tho se set
in I ta l ics enc lo sed by bra ckets, a re in b la ck ink and by severa l perso ns Clark, Co ues,
o r an unkno wn hand— e. g . [Petite Co

‘

te] words in Ita l ics, unenc lo sed, w ere under
l ined b y the a uthor h imse lf ; the present Editor’s s igned o r unsigned emenda tio ns are
in Roma n

,
bra cketed — e . g . [Lew is] p la in parentheses (enclo sing ma tter in Roman

type) a re a s in the text. ED.

1 1

John Ordway
Na than iel Pryo r
Jo hn Po tts
Mo ses B Reed
Geo rge Shanno n
Jo hn Sh ields
Jo hn B . Thomp so n
R icha rd W inser
Will iam . Werner
Peter W i ser
Jo seph Wh iteho use
Alexa nder W i l la rd



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Ap ril r

sh a l l be inco rpera ted w ith the seco nd, and th i rd squads o f the

same
,
and are to be treated in a ll respects as tho se men who

fo rm the Permo nant detachment, except w i th regua rd to an

advance o f Pay , a nd the distrebutio ns o f Arms a nd Acco u tre
ments intended fo r the expedi tio n .

The fo l l owing perso ns (v iz Cha rles Floy d, 7m Ordway ,
a nd

Na thaniel P ry or a re this day app ointed Sergeants, wi th equ a l
Powers (u n less wh en o therwise specia l l y o rdered) . The au

tho rity , Pay , a nd emo u liments, a ttached to the Sa i d rank o f

Sergean ts in the M i l i ta ry Servi ce o f the Un i ted Sta tes, a nd to
ho ld the Sa i d app o intments, and b e respected Acco rdingly

,

dureing the i r go o d b eh avio u r o r the Wil l and pleasu re o f the

S
i Commanding oflicers .

l

To insu re o rder amo ng the pa rty, a s wel l as to promo te

a regu la r Po l i ce in Camp, The Commanding Oflicers have
th ought pro per to devide the deta chment in to th ree Squads
and to p lace a Sergeant in Command o f ea ch, who are hel d
imediately respo ns ib le to the Commanding o fficers , fo r the

regu la r and o rderl y depo rtment o f the indiv idu ls Comp o seing
the i r respec tive Squads.

The fo l low ing individua ls after being du l y b a l lo ted fo r, have
fa l len in the severa l Squads as hereafter sta ted, and a re Acco rd
ingly pl aced under the derectio n o f the Sergeants who se names

p receeds tho se o f his squad . (Viz
1 The abo ve spel l ing is somewha t erra t ic. Fo l low ing is the now genera l ly

a ccepted l ist o f members o f the expedit ion , a s verified by the o fficia l pay-ro l l a t the
c lo se o f the venture : Meriwether Lew i s, Capta in in 1 st Reg . U. S. Infantry , com

manding ; W i l l iam Clark , 2nd L ieutena nt in U . S. Art i l lery ; sergeants — John
Ordway , Na thanie l Pry or, Charles F lo yd, Pa trick Gass ; and priva tes — W i l l iam
Bra tton, Jo hn Co lter, John Co l l ins , Peter Cruzatte, Reuben F ie lds , Jo seph F ie lds ,
Robert Fra z ier, George Gibso n , Si las Go odrich, Hugh Ha l l , T homa s P . H o ward,
Franc is Lab iche , Hugh McNea l, John Po tts, George Shanno n, John Shie lds, Jo hn B .

Thompso n, W i l l iam W erner, Jo seph Wh i teho use , A lexander W i l lard, Richard
W indsor, Peter W iser. Besides these men, the party inc luded two interpreters ,
George Drewyer (o r Dro u i l lard) and T o ussa int Charbonnea u ; an Indian woman ,
Sa cajawea ( “ B ird Charbo nneau’

s w ife ; and a negro slave o f Capta in
Cla rk’s, named Yo rk . Two so ldiers, Jo hn Newman and M . B . Reed, who had

set o ut w i th the expedit io n, were pun ished fo r m isco nduct, a nd sent b ack to St . Lo u is
o n A pri l 7, 1 8 05. Bapt iste c age was en l isted in Newma n

’

s place, a t Fort
Mandan

, No v . 2
, 1 8 04, and rema ined w ith the expedit io n u nt i l the discharge o f its

men a t St . Lo u is, No v. 1 0 , 1 8 06 . Fo r more deta i led informa tio n regarding them,

see Co ues
’

s Lefw ir a nd Cla rk, i , pp. 253
— 259. ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apri l 7

fo r the severa l duties wh ich it may be necessa ry , they sh o u l d
perfo rm, as a lso to t ra nscribe in a bo o k fu rn ished H im fo r

that pu rpo se , tho se o r su ch o ther o rde rs as the Commanding
oflicers sha l l think pro per to pub l ish from t ime, to t ime fo r
the go vernment o f the Pa rty

M ERIWETH ER s rs

W“
? CLARK

Deta chment Order
[Orderly B o o k ; Ordw a y zfj l Riv er a Dubois Ap r il 1 8 04 .

Du ring the absence o f the Commanding o ffi cers a t Sf Lo u i s,
the Pa rty are to Co nsi der th emse l ves under the immedia te
command o f Serg‘ J o hn Ordway ; who wi l l be he l d a cco u nt
ab le fo r the Po liece ; a nd go o d o rder o f the Camp , dureing
th a t perio d . Every indivi du a l o f the pa rty wi l l Stri ct ly a ttend
to all the necessarry du ties requ i red fo r the benefit o f the

pa rty ; and to the regu la t io ns here to fo re made wh ich is now in

fo rce . Sergf F lo yd wi l l stay in o u r qu a rters , a ttend to them
,

and the Sto re ; a nd to the o ther du t ies reqeired o f him ; he

wi l l a lso ass ist Sergf Ordway a s mu ch a s p o ssable.

Signed
CLARK

M ER IWETH ER Lawrs

Deta chment Orders
[Orderly B o o k Ap r il a t

“? 1 8 04

Dureing the absen ce o f the Commanding o ffi cers a t S? Lo u is
the Pa rty a re to be u nde r the immed ia te Command o f Ser

geant Jo hn Ordway agreeab le to the Orders o f the I nstant
Signed W7? CLARK Cap

‘

[Orderly B o o k Camp a t Riv er a Dubois May the 1 8 04,

ORDERS Co rpo ra l Warv ingto n ,
F ra s ie r, B o ley the De

tachment late from Capta in Sto dda rds Company w i l l fo rm a

mess u nde r the di rect io n o f the Co rpo ra l , who sha l l be he ld
a cco u ntab le fo r the i r co ndu ct in Camp .

From th is po int unt i l the end o f theOrderly Bo o k, the entries there in a re by that

o ffi cer, unless o therw ise no ted. ED.

[ I 4 ]



1 804] DUBO I S TO PLATTE

ORDERS : The Sergean ts a re to mo unt a s oflicers o f the

Day Du ring the t ime we de lay at th is place, a nd exhibet o n

Du ty to Command the D eta chment in the a bsence o f the

Commanding o ffi cer — he is to see tha t the Gua rd do e the i r
Duty, and that the Detachment a ttend to the regu la t io ns here
to fo re made and th o se wh i ch may be made from t ime to t ime,

No man o f the Detachmen t Sha l l leave Camp w i tho u t permis
s io n from the Comma nding oflicer p resen t, except the F rench
H ands who h ave fami l ies may be a l lowed to

,
Stay wi th the i r

fami l ies wh i lst a t this p lace
2 SergfOrdway fo r Du ty to Day . Sergf F lo yd tomo r row
8: Serg

f Pryo r the next day .

Signed W1”? CLARK
Cap? Command?

[C la rk A Memora ndom of Articles in rea diness for the Voy age 1

Viz : 1 4 Bags o f Pa rchmeal o f 2 bus each abo ut

9 do Commo n Do do do

1 1 do Co rn Hu lled . do do

30 ha lf Barrels o f flo ur) (
Gro ss do

2 Bags o f do
.

7 do o f B i scuit )
4 Ba rrels do

Gro ss 650) do

7 Ba rrels o fSa lt o f z bus : each ( 8 70) do
0

° Kegs o fPo rk (gro ss 4500) do

2 Bo xes o f Ca ndles 7o lb and a bo u t ‘

50

(o ne o fwhich has 50lb o f so a p
I Bag o f Candle-w ick
I do Coffee

1 do Eccms 85 I o f Fees

2 do Sugar
1

4.

5

Keg o f Ho gs La rd
Barrels o f Com hu lled (650)

I do o f mea l 1 70

600lb Grees
50 bushe ls mea l
24 do Na tchies Co rn Huled

21 Ba les o f Indian go ods
To o ls o f every .Desc rip tio n 81 C Sec .

1 A lo o se sheet, in the Vo orhi s co l lectio n, w ith ma p o f ne ighborho od o f River
Dubo is camp o n reverse side.

— ED



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 1 3

our p a rty

2 4, Sergean ts, 3 22 Am? ’

9 o r 1 0 French, 8: Yo rk
a lso I Co rp! Six in a pe togne w i th 40 Days p ro visio ns fo r the pa rty
a s far a s these pro v i s io ns la st

[Indo rsed:] A L ist o f Art i [c] les fo r M issouri vo y age

[COMMENCEMENT OF THE JOURNALS PROPER ]

[ C l a rk 1 Riv er a Dubai: opp oset the mouth of the Missourie Ri‘v er
Sunday May the 1 8 04.

I despa tched an express this morn ing to Cap ? Lewis a t S‘.
Lo u is , a ll o ur pro vis io ns Go o ds a nd equ ipage o n Bo a rd o f a

B o a t o f 22 o a rs 2 (P a rty ) a l a rge Pero gue o f 71 o a t es (in which

8 French) a Seco nd Pero gue o f 6 o a rs, (Soldiers) Complete w i th
Sa i ls St e. & C. M en comp“. w i th Powde r Cartragies and 100

B a l ls ea ch , a ll in heal th a nd readiness to set o u t . Bo a ts and

everyth ing Comple te, w i th the necessa ry s to res o f p ro vis io ns
8: su ch a rt i c les o f mercha ndiz e as we tho ught o u rse l ves
au tho rised to pro cu re tho

’

no t as mu ch a s I th ink ness
? fo r

the mu lt itude o f Ind? thro which we mu st pass o n o ur ro ad
a cro ss the Co n t inen t & c. &c .

38
°

55
’

1 9
” No rth o f equa to r

Lo n
i

g
‘
.

d 8 9 57 West o f Greenw ich

Monday May x8 c4.

Ra ined the fo re pa rt o f the day I determined to go as far a s

Sf Cha rles a french Vi l lage 7 Leag! up the M isso urie, and wa i t
a t tha t p lace unt i l l Capf Lew is co u l d fin ish the business in
which he wa s o b l iged to a ttend to a t Sf Lo u is and j o in me by
Land from that p lace 24 mi les ; by this mo vement I ca l cu la ted
tha t i f a ny a l tera t io ns in the l o ading o f the V estles o r o ther
Changes necessa ry , tha t they might b e made a t SECha rles
I Set o u t a t 4 o Clock P .M , in the p resence o f many o f the

neighbo u ring inhabitents , and p ro ceeded o n u nder a j en tle

I This a nd subsequent Clark entries, up to and inc luding Aug 1 4 , 1 8 04 , a re from
Codex A . ED.

2 A kee l bo a t fi fty-five feet lo ng , draw ing three feet w a ter
, carry ing o ne large

square sa i l a nd twenty-two o ars, a deck o f ten feet in the b o w , a nd stem fo rmed a

foreca st le and cab in , whi le the middle w a s co vered by lo ckers , wh ich might be ra ised
so a s to fo rm a brea stwo rk in case o f atta ck . " BIDDLE, i , p . z .

[ 1 6 ]
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DUBO I S TO PLATTE

brease up the M isso urie to the upper Po int o f the 1
“ I sland

4 M iles a nd camped on the I s land wh ich is Si tua ted Cl o se o n

the right (o r Sta rb o a rd) Side, and o ppo si t the mo u th o f a

Sma l l C reek ca l led Co ld wa ter,1 a heavy ra in th is a fter-no o n

The Co urse o f th is day nearly West wmd from N. E .

[L ew is Tuesday May

I t ra ined du ring the grea ter pa rt o f last n ight and co nt inued
u nti l l 7 A . M . after wh ich the pa rty p roceeded

,
passed

two I s la nds a nd incamp ed o n the Sta rfI sh o re a t M S F ifer’s
l anding o ppo s i te an I sland . the even ing was fa i r. some wi l d
gees wi th the i r yo u ng brudes were seen to -day . the ba rge
run fo u l three seve ra l t imes o n l o gs, and in o ne instance it was
wi th mu ch diffi cu l ty they co u l d get her o ff ; h appi ly no inju ry
was susta ined, tho

’

the b a rge was seve ra l m inu tes i n eminen t

danger ; th is was cased by her being to o heavi l y laden in the

stern . Perso ns a ccustomed to the navigat io n o f the M isso u ri
a nd the M ississ ipp i a lso be low the mo u th o f th is river, u ni
fo rml y take the precau t io n to lo ad the i r vesse ls heavy est in the

bow when they ascend the stream in o rde r to avo i d the danger
incedent to run ing fo u l o f the co ncea led t imber whi ch lyes in
great qu ant it ies in the beds o f these r ivers 2

[C lark 3 May x5
“ Tuesday

Ra ined the grea ter pa rt o f the la st n igh t, and this mo rn ing
u n t i l l 7 o Clo ck . a t 9 o Clo ck Set o u t and p ro ceeded o n 9
mi les passed two I s lands incamped o n the Starbf’ Side at a

MSPipers Landing o p p o set a n I sla nd, the B o a t run o n Lo gs
three t imes to day , owing [to ] her be ing» to o heav y ly lo aded a
Stu rn

, a fa i r a fte r no o n, I saw a numb er o f Go s l ings to day
o n the Sho re, the wa ter excess ive l y rapid , 86 Banks fa l l ing
i n .

1 This creek wa s just abo ve Be l lefo nta ine, M o . , where a U. S. mi l itary po st wa s
esta b l ished in 1 8 03.

— ED.

2 This entry , made by Lew is, .

is fo und a t end o f Codex Aa . ED.

3 Where, a s herein, there a re co nsecu t ive entries by the same hand, we o n ly thus
indica te the commencement o f a stretch. ED.

vo L. 1 .
-z [ 17 ]
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Co urse 8: D istance assending the Misso urie Tuesday May

Co urse M l?

West 1 0 To a p? o n S? S ide
N 8O

° W 2 - 0 T o a pf o n S
F Side

N. 1 1
° W 2 1

2 T o a pf o n Stb
‘! S ide

N 20
° W 1 1

2 T o a p? o n Lb ‘! S ide
S 1 0

° W 1 T o a pf o n Stb
‘
.

l S ide
S 22

° W 1 0 T o a p
?
on Side .

(See Suplern ,

‘ in N 3)

May 1 67
} Wednesday

A fa i r mo rn ing Set o u t at 5 oClk pass a rema rkab le Co a l
H i l l o n the La rbo a rd Side, Ca l led by the F rench Ca rbo nere,
th is h i l l appea r to Co nta in grea t qu ant i ty o f Co a l (if ore of a

app ea ra nce) from th is h i l l the Vi l lage o f SECha r les
may b e Seen a t 7 mi les distance. we a rrived at Sf Cha rles a t

1 2 oClo ck a number Specta to rs french I ndians flo cked to
the bank to See the pa rty . This Vi l lage is abou t o ne mi le in
length , Si tua ted o n the No rth Side o f the M issourie a t the

fo o t o f a h i l l from whi ch it takes its name P eetiete Coete [p etite
efite] o r the L ittle hill This Vi l lage Co ntn? abo u t 100 (frame)
ho uses, the mo st o f them sma l l and indefferent and abo u t 450

inhabitents Chicfly F rench , tho se peo p le appear Po re, po l i te
8: ha rmo n io us . I was invi ted to Dine with a M .

r Ducett

[Duguet] , th is gentleman was o nce a merchant from Canadia ,
from misfo rtunes aded to the lo ss o f a Ca rgo , So l d to the late
Judge Tu rner he has become Somewhat redu ced , he has a

Cha rming w i fe a n elegent Si tuat io n o n the h i l l Sero unded by
o rcha rds 8: a exce l lent gardain .

Course 8: Distance assending the Misso urie the 1 6‘.h o fMay

Co urse M"

So uth 2 0 To a pf o n Lb
‘
.

l S ide
S. 85

° W. 7 0 T o the mid. o f S.

‘ Charles passed

9 0
much hard wa ter 85 3

[Orderly B ook SfCha rles May x6"!k 1 8 04,

No te the Commanding o fiicer is fu l l [y] assu red tha t every
man o f his Deta chment wi l l have a true respect fo r the i r own

I 8 ]
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The Co u rt co nvened agreeab le to o rders o n the 17
‘h
o fM ay

1 804

Sg
‘ John Ordway P.

members

Jo seph Wh iteho use Reuben Fie lds
Jo hn Po tts R ichardWindso r

a fter be ing du l y Swo rn the Co u rt pro ceded ‘

to the tria l o f
Wil l iam Wa rner 8: H ugh H a l l o n the fo l low ing Cha rges Viz
fo r being absent wi tho u t leave last n igh t co ntra ry to o rde rs, to
th is cha rge the Priso ners p lead Guilty . The Co u rt are o f

o p pinio n tha t the Priso ners Wa rner 8c H a l l are B o th Gu i l ty
o f be ing absent from camp w itho u t leave, it be ing a b rea ch o f
the Ru les a nd a rti c les o f War and do Sentence them each to

receive twen ty-fiv e la shes o n the i r naked ba ck , bu t the Co u rt
recommend them from thei r fo rmer Go o d co ndu ct to the

mercy o f the comma nding o fiicer.
— a t the Same co u rt was

t ried J o hn Co l l ins Cha rged
fo r be ing absent w ith o u t leave .

2
d fo r behav eing in an unbecomming ma nne r a t the ba l l last

n igh t.
fo r Speaking in a language a fter his retu rn to camp tend

ing to b ring into disrespect the o rders o f the Comma nding
Offi cer .
The Priso ner Pleads Gu i l ty to the fi rst Cha rge bu t no t Gu i l ty

to the two l ast Cha rges . a fter ma ture del ibe ra t io n 82: agreeab le
to the evidence adu ced, The Cou rt are o f o p p inio n th at the

Priso ner is Gu i l ty o f a ll the cha rges a l ledged aga inst him it

be ing a b reach o f the ru les 8c a rti c les o fWar and do Sen tence
him to rece ive fifty lashes o n his naked back .

The Commanding Officer appro ves o f the p ro ceedings 8z
Desico n o f the Co u rt ma rtia l a nd orders tha t the pun ishment

o f Jo hn Co l l ins take p la ce this even ing a t Sun Set in the Pres
en ce o f the Pa rty . The pun ishment o rdered to be infl i cted
o n Wil l iam Wa rner 8: H ugh H a l l , is remi tted u nder the
assurence arriseing from a co nfidence wh ich the Commanding
o fficer has o f the Sincerity o f the recommendatio n from the

Co u rt.

[ 20 ]
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a fter the pun ishment Wa rner H a l l 8: Co l l ins wi l l retu rn
to thei r Squads and Du ty

The Co u rt is Diso l ved
Sign WT, CLARK

[C la rk May the 1 8’f‘ Friday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing, I had the lo ading in the B o a t 8: p erogue
examined and changed so as the Bow o f each may b e heavy er

lo ded than the Stern, M f Lau remus who had been Sent by
Cap Lewis to the Kickapo o Town o n pub l i c bus iness, return

’

d

and after a Sho rt de lay pro ceeded o n to St Lo u is, I sent Geo rge
Drewyer with a Letter to Cap

t Lewis Two Kee l Bo a ts a rrive
from Kentu cky to day lo aded w i th wh iskey H a ts 8:c 8cc . the

wind from the S . W

To ok e qua l a ltitudes w ith Sexten [sex ta nt .
— ED.] made it 97

°

42
'

37
” M . T .

A. M . 9h 9
'- 51 P. M . 2 h -

49
’

9
- 1 0 - 1 6 2 - 50

-
50

9
- 1 1 -

34 2 -
51

- 1 0

Erro r o f Sext io n 8’ 45
”

May l gth — Sa tturday 1 8 04

A vio lent Wind last n ight from the W . S . W . accompan ied
with ra in which la sted abo u t th ree ho u rs. Cleared '

away thi s
mo rn

’

g a t 8 oClo ck, I to o k rece i pt fo r the p ay o f the men

up to the 1
'

.

t
o f Dec

f

next, R F ie l ds ki l l a Deer to day , I
reseve an invita t io n to a Ball , it is no t in my power to go .

G eo rge Drewyer retu rn from SELo u is and b ro ught 99 Do l la rs,
he lo st a letter from Cap

‘ Lewis to me, Seven Ladies vis it
me to day

To ok equa l altituds o fOL. L‘ 8:made it 76° 33
'
7
"

A. M . 8 h - 1 2
' - 2o P. M . 3h

-
45

’-
49

8 - 14 9 3
- 46 - 22

8 4 5 -
30 3 ,

- 47
-
4 1

Erro r o f Sexto n a s usua l .

I .These chara cters a re used by Clark to signify “ the sun
'

s lower l imb ; or, w ith
“ U. its upper l imb. " ED.
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May 20
“ Sunday 1 8 04.

(a t St. Ch a rles) A Cloudy mo rn ing ra ined and ha rd Wind
from the l ast n ight, The letter Geo rge l o st y esterday
fo u nd by a Co untry man, I gave the pa rty leave to go and

hea r a Sermo n to day de l ivered by MT [B lank space in M S ]
3 roman Carthlick Priest
a t 3 oClo ck Capf Lewis , Cap

? Sto dda rd a ccompan ied by the

Offi ce rs 8: Severa l Gent lemen o f St Lo u is a rrived in a heavy
Sh owr o fRa in . Lu tenants M info rd 8:Wo rriss . MTCho

Gra ttio t, Del o ney, Laberdee, Rankin . D5Sodra ng
1

ra ined the grea ter pa rt o f th is even ing
, Sup ed w i th M 5

Ch a rles Tayo n, the l a te Comdf o f SECha rles a Span ish Ensign .

[ L ew is Sunday May 20th 1 8 04 .

The mo rn ing was fa ir, a nd the wea ther p leasent ; a t 1 0

A M . agreab ly to an appo intment o f the preceeding day , I wa s

1 Lou is iana (retro ceded by Spa in to Fra nce in 1 8 00) wa s so ld by Napo leon Bona
parte (A pri l 30 , 1 8 03) to the United Sta tes ; a nd Capta in Amo s Stoddard wa s the

commiss io ner appo inted by Jeffers o n to rece ive the upper po rtio n o f the territo ry from
the Span ish au tho rit ies. France never having taken actua l po ssess ion of Lo u is iana ,
the transfer from Spa in to Fra nce to o k p la ce a t St . Lo u is , March 9, 1 8 04, Lew is
being chief o ffic ia l w itness ; the tra nsfer from France to the Un ited Sta tes o ccurred
the fo l low ing day ; a nd Stoddard became mi l itary go vernor o f Upper Lo u isiana , pend
ing its reorga niza t io n by Co ngress, wh ich to o k effect o n October 1 of tha t y ear. One
o f his o ffi cers w as L ieutenant W o rra l l (the name spe l ledW o rriss by Clark) a no ther
w a s named M i lford (M inford, in Clark) .
Pierre and Auguste Cho uteau were among the earl iest sett lers of St . Lo u is, and the

Cho u teau fami ly has a lw ay s been prominent in its anna ls ; Pierre wa s the son o f its

fo under
,
Pierre Lac lede. Their s ister V icto ire was the w ife o f Charles Gra t io t, who

wa s engaged m the Indian trade in the I l l ino is co untry from 1 774, sett l ing a t St . Lou is
in 1 7 8 1 ; upo n the o rg an izat io n of the D istrict o f Lou is iana Grat io t was
appo inted the first pres iding just ice o f the new Co urt o f Quarter Sessio ns a t St . Lo u is ,
afterward fi l l ing va rio us pub l ic o ffices. Ano ther sister, Pelag ic Cho uteau, married
Sy lvester Labbadie (misspe l led Lab erdee by Clark) . David De launa y was a n asso

c ia te just ice in the abo ve-ment io ned co urt . James Ra nkin was ano ther early sett ler
o f St. Lo u is. Dr. A nto ine Fra nco is Saugra in (the “ Sodra ng o f Cla rk) wa s a

French chemist a nd minera lo g i st, who had made severa l vo y ages to America , fo r
sc ient ific purpo ses, from 1 7 8 4. to 1 78 8 . In 1 790 , he w as o ne o f the French co lon ists
who sett led a t

_
Ga llip o lis, O. , and fina l ly lo cated w ith his fami ly a t St . Lou is, where he

pract ised medic ine unt i l his death in 1 8 20. See W . V . By a rs
’

s Memoir o f Saugra in
‘

s

l ife (St. Lo u is, Fo r deta i led a cco unts o f these and o ther early sett lers of

St . Lo u is , see Scharf'

s Sa int Louis, pp . 1 67— 202 ; and Bi l lon’

s Anna ls of St. Louis,
pp . 38 9—492. ED.
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na rrow tho
’

suffi cient l y eliv a ted to secu re it aga inst the annua l
inundatio ns o f the riv er, whi ch u sua l l y happen in the mo nth
o f Ju ne, and in the rea r it is termina ted by a range o f sma l l
h i l ls , hence the appel la tio n o f petit Cote, a name by wh ich this
V i lage is better known to the F rench inhab itants o f the I l l i
~no is than tha t o f SECha rles . The Vilage co nta ins a Ch appe l

,

o ne hundred dwe l l ing ho uses, and abo u t 450 inhab i tants ;
thei r h o uses are genera l l y sma l l a nd bu t i l l y co nst ructed ; a

great maj o r ity o f the inhab i tants are miserab l y po u r i l l i terate
and when at h ome excess ive l y l azy , tho

’

they are po l i te ho s

p itable and by no means deficient in po int o f natu ra l genio us ,
they l ive in a perfect sta te o f h a rmo ny amo ng ea ch o ther, and
plase as impl i c i t co nfidence in the do ctrines o f the i r speritual
pasto r, the Roman Catho l i c p riest, as they y eald pass ive o be

dience to the w i l l o f the i r tempo ra l master the commandant .
a sma l l ga rden o f vegetab les is the u su a l extent o f the i r cu l ti
vat io n , a nd th is is commo n l y impo sed o n the o ld-men and

bo ys ; the men in the vigo r o f l ife co ns i der the cu lt iva t io n of
the ea rth a degrading o ccupa tio n , and in o rder to ga in the

necessa ry sub s istence fo r themse l ves and fami l ies, e i th er under
take hunt ing vo yages o n the i r own a cco unt, o r engage them
se l ves as h i re l ings to su ch perso ns as po ssess sufiicient cap ita l
to extend the i r traiiic to the na t ives o f the interio r pa rts o f the
co u ntry ; o n tho se vo yages in e ithe r case, they a re frequ entl y
absent from the i r fami l ies o r h omes the term o f six twelve o r

e ighteen mo nths and a lwas subj ected to severe a nd incessant
labo u r, expo sed to the fero sity o f the lawless savages , the

viciss i tudes o f wea ther and c l imate, a nd dependant o n ch ance
ora ccident a lo ne fo r fo o d , ra iment o r re l ief in the event o f

ma lady . These peo p le a re p rincipa l l y the decendants o f the

Canad ian F rench , and it is no t an inco ns ide rab le p ro po rtio n
o f them tha t can bo ast a sma l l dash o f the pu re b lo o d o f the

abo riginies o fAmeri ca . On co nsu l t ing w i th my friend Cap t C .

I fo u nd it necessa ry th at we sh ou l d po sp o ne o u r depa rture
unt i l l 2 P . M . the next day and a cco rdingly gave o rders to the
pa rty to h o l d themse lves in readiness to depa rt at that hou r .
Capt . Cla rk now info rmed me tha t h aving go tten all the

s to res o n b o a rd the B a rge and p erogues o n the even ing o f the

[ 24 ]
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13
‘
.

h
o f M ay be determined to leave o u r winter canto o nment a t

the mo u th o f Rive r Dub o is the next day , a nd to a scend the

Misso u ri a s far as the Vi lage o f S? Cha rles, where, as it had

been p revio us l y co ncerted between u s, he was to wa it my
a rriva l ; th is mo vement wh i le it advanced us a sma l l d istance
o n o ur ro u t, wo u l d a lso enab le him to determine whethe r the
vesse ls had been judicio usl y l o aded and i f no t t ime l y to make
the necessa ry a lteratio ns ; a cco rdingly a t 4 P . M . o n M o nday
the 14

‘
.

h
o f M ay 1 804 , he emba rked w i th the pa rty in the

presence o f a number o f the ne ighbo u ring Cit izens who had
a ssemb led to witness his depa rtu re . du ring the fo re pa rt o f
th is Day it ra ined excessi ve ly ha rd . In my last letter to the

Pres ident dated a t S?Lo u is I ment io ned the depa rtu re o f Cap t .
Cla rk from Rive r Dubo is o n the 1 5

‘
.

h Inst, wh ich was the day
tha t had b een ca l cu la ted o n, bu t h aving completed the a rra nge
ments a day earlyer he depa rted o n the a s befo re men

tio ned. On the even ing o f the i 4
‘
.

h
the party ha lted a nd

encamped o n the u pper po int o f the fi rst I sland wh ich lyes
nea r the Larb o rd sho re, o n the same s ide and nea rl y o ppo s ite
the center o f th is I sland a sma l l Creek disimbogues ca l led
Couldwa ter .

The co urse and distance o f this day was West 4 M i les — the Wind
from N.

[ C la rk Ma y 2 1 ’3f 1 8 04 Monday

Al l the fo repa rt o f the Day a rranging o u r pa rty and p ro

cu reing the different a rti cles necessa ry fo r them a t this p la ce .

D ined w i th M EDucett a nd Set o u t a t half passed three oClo ck

under th ree Chee rs from the gentlemen on the bank . a nd p ro

ceeded o n to the head o f the I s land (whi ch is Situ ated o n the

Side) 3 M i les So o n afte r we Set o u t to day a ha rd
Wind from the W . S W a ccompan ied w ith a ha rd ra in , which
lasted w i th Sho rt in terva les a ll n igh t, o ppo si t o ur Camp a

Sma l l creek coms in o n the Lb ‘ Side .

1 The entry here c lo sed, written by Lew is , is found in Codex Aa . ED.
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Co urse 8: Distance 21“ o fMay

111

1 T o bilge o f Is‘? 1

1 pg To Upper P5 o f Is‘! St‘! S"

May Tuesday 1 804

A Cloudy M o rn ing De lay o ne ho u r fo r 4 french men who

go t l iberty to retu rn to a rrange Some bu siness thev had fo r
go tten in Town, at 6 o c l o ck we pro ceeded o n, passed Severa l
sma l l fa rms o n the bank , and a l arge creek o n the Side
Ca l led Bonom [hon bomme] a Camp o f Kickapo o s 2 o n the

Sf Side (An Indian na tion residing on the heads of Ka sha shis Es
’

I llinois riv er 90 miles N E . of the mouth of the M issouri, 59
° hunt

occa siona lly on the M issouri)
Tho se I ndians to l d me several days ago that they wo u l d

Come o n and hunt and by the time I go t to the i r Camp they
wo u ld h av e Some pro vis io ns fo r u s, We camped in a Bend
a t the M o : o f a Sma l l creek

,
So o n after we came to o the

I ndians a rrived with 4 Deer as a Present, fo r wh i ch we gave
th em two qt

'
. o f Whiskey

Co urse 8: Distance the 22
" May

S W. 3 M? to a p?Lb
" Side

S W . 4 M ?
to a p? o n Stb

‘! S ide
West 3% M .

‘
to a p! o n Sth

‘! S? ps
‘f

l

’

Bonom

S. W . 754 M? to a p? in Bend to Stb ‘.l S ide at the Mo .

1 8 o f Osage Womans R 1

Th is day we passed Severa l I slands, and Some h igh lands
o n the Sta rbo a rd Side, verry ha rd water .

1 Apparent ly mean ing the “ bu lge o r projection of St. Charles Is land to the

so uth. Mo st o f the camping-s ites o f the exped it io n, and o ther lo ca l it ies named
, a re

identified in the no tes to Co ues
’

s L. a nd C. , q . v . but a s many of these a re but co n

j ectures, the reader w i l l do w e l l to compare carefu l ly therew ith the fa cs imi les o f Clark's
o rig ina l maps , pub l ished in the present edit ion . ED.

1 An A lgonqu ian tribe , fo rmerly lo cated in southern W iscons in , where is a river
bea ring the ir name . ED.

St i l l named Fernme Osage River. ED.

[ 26 ]
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th is p lace is the M o u th o f a Sma l l C reek ca l led quee'v ere,
passed Severa l I s l a nds, two Sma l l Creeks o n the Stb ‘f Side,
and passed b etween a and the Sho re a na r row pass
ab o ve th is Is“.i is a verry bad pa rt o f the river, We a ttempted
to pass up under the Lb‘.i B ank wh ich was fa l l ing in so fast
tha t the evident danger o b l iged u s to cro ss between the

Starb ‘f Side and a Sand bar in the midd le o f the river, We

hav e up nea r the head o f the Sa nd bar, the Same mo v eing 8:

b acking caused u s to run o n the sand . The Swi ftness o f the

Cu rrent Whee led the bo at, Bro ke ou r Toe ro pe, and was

near ly o ver Sett ing the b o a t , all hands j ump ed o u t o n the

u pper Side and b o re o n tha t Side un t i l l the Sand washed from
u nder the b o a t and Wheeled o n the next bank by the t ime

She whee led a 3
39 Time go t a ro pe fast to her Stern and by

the means o f swimme rs wa s Carred to Sho re a nd when her

stern wa s down wh i lst in the act o f Swinging a thi rd t ime in to
D eep Wa ter nea r the Sho re, we retu rned, to the I s land
where we Set o u t and a ssended u nder the Bank wh ic h I have
just ment io ned, as fa l l ing in, here Geo rge Drewyer 8:Wil la rd ,
two o f o u r men who left u s a t 8

3 Cha rles to come o n by land
j o ined u s , we camped abo u t 1 mi le abo ve where we were So
nea r l y be ing l o st, o n the Lab ? Side a t a Planta t io n . a ll in

Spi rits . This p lace I call the retragrade bend a s we were
o b l iged to fa l l ba ck 2 mi les

Co urse 8: Distance o f the 245
13 May

S. W
, 4 M .

‘
to a p? o n Sth‘? S ide

S. 6 8 W
, 3M .

‘
to a p t o n Side

S. 75
° W

, 3M .

‘
to a p? o n Stb ‘! Side

1 0

May Friday 1 8 04

ra in l ast night, river fall severa l inches, Set o u t ea rl y p s
"
.

Severa l I s lands passed Wo o d River o n the Lb ‘.I Side a t 2

M i les passed [aga in] the Creek o n the S? Side ca l led La

quev r [quiv er] at 5mi les pa ssed a [sma ll] Creek (ca l led R la

pocea u) a t 8 miles, Op s
?

an o n the Side , Camped a t

the mou th o f a Creek ca l led Rive r a Chouritte, [La Cha rrette] ,
[ 28 ]
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abo v e a Sma l l french Vi l lage o f 7 ho u ses and as many fami l ies,
1

settled a t this pla ce
'

to be co nvf to hunt, 8: trade w ith the In
dians, here we met w ith M . Lo uisell, imedeately down from
the Seeder [Ceda r] I s l

‘
.

i Si tu ated in the Co untry o f the Sciox

[Sioux] 400 Leagues up he gave us a go o d D ee l o f info rma

t io n [and] Some letters he info rmed u s tha t he Saw no

I ndians o n the rive r be low the P oncra rs [Ponca ra s] .
2 Some

ha rd ra in this even ing.

Co urse 8: D ista nce 2 5“ May

W est 3 M .

’ Stb ‘.i S ide p assed Creek
N. 57

° W . 5 Ms . S ide p s‘.l Creek
N . 20

° W 2 M .

‘ to MO:Cho uritte Creek
8: Villag e o n the S? Side .

The peo ple a t this Vi l lage is po re, houses Sma l l , they sent
us mi l k 8: eggs to eat.

May the 2 6“ Sa tturday 1 8 04

Set o u t a t 7 o Clo ck a fter a heavy Sho u r o f ra in (Geo rge
Drewyer, 8: J o hn Sheelds , sen t by Land w ith the two ho rses
wi th di rectio ns to pro ceed o n o ne day 8: hunt the next)
The w ind favo u rab le from the E .N.E . passed B eef I s land

and River o n L b‘? Side a t 3% m? [a la rge island ca lled Bufl loe

I sland sep a ra ted from the l and by a sma ll channel into which

Bufla loe creek emp ties itself ] . Pa ssed a c reek o n the Side
ca l led Shepperds Creek , passed Seve ral I sla nds to day , great
Dee l o f Deer S ign o n the B ank , o ne man o u t hunt ing,
W[e] camped o n an I s land o n the Sta rbo a rd Side [nea r the

Southern extrem’ of Luter I sland (La L
’

outre)
3

J
1 Ga ss and F lo yd, in the ir j o urna ls , ca l l this p la ce St. John'

s, a nd say tha t it wa s

the la st white sett lement o n the river. " ED.

3 Referring to the Sio uan tribe o f Po nca s, who se vi l lage w a s o n the Po nca River,
a stream flow ing into the M isso uri no t fa r abo ve the Nio bra ra River. W hen vis ited
by o ur explo rers

,
the ir tow n was fo und deserted , the tribe (then reduced to a few

cab ins) be ing absent o n a hunt ing expedit io n, a nd having jo ined the Omaha s, a lso a

Sio uan tribe, fo r mutua l aid a nd pro tect io n . ED.

1 L
‘Outre Is land, as g iven o n modern ma ps — th is , a s w el l a s the form in the

text , co rrupted from the .French word Ioutre o tter F lo yd and Biddle use the

Eng l ish name fo r the is land o r the creek. — ED.
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Co urse 8: D istance to day
W . 3% M .

‘ to a p
' S. S ide o p s

i
p
! Buf Is‘!

W 2% M
?
to pf Lb

é S?

W 3% M .

‘
to p

? S‘i‘ abo v Buf Is‘!

W 1% M .

‘
to pfS

‘
.

l Side
W 5 M .

‘
to p?Lb ? S? pa ssed 2 Is. 8: R.

W . 2 M .

‘ to p! o n SES
‘
.

1
p
?
a S. S.

1 8

[Orderly B o o k ; L ew is Deta tchment Orders .

May 1 8 04.

The Comma nding Offi cers di rect, tha t the th ree Squads
under the command o f Sergt? F lo yd Ordway and Pryo r hereto
fo re fo rming two messes each , sha l l unti l l fu rther o rders co n

stitu te three messes o n l y, the same be ing a ltered and o rgan ized
as fo l lows (v iz)

Sergi Cha rles Floyd. Alexander Wil la rd
Will iam W a rnerPnrvn zs

8 1 G d hl a s 00 “C
Hugh M

e Neal John Po tts
Pa tric Gass

Hugh Ha l l
Reub in Fie lds
John B Thompson
Jo hn Newman
R icha rdWinso r
Franc is Rivet 8: (French)
Jo seph Fie lds

Serg? yohn Ordw ay

PRIVATES
William Bratto n
John Co lter
Mo ses B . Reed (Soldier)

The command ing o ffi ce rs fu rther d i rect tha t the rema inder
o f the deta tchmen[t] sha l l fo rm two messes ; and tha t the same

be co nstitu ted as fo l lows . (viz )
[ 30 ]

SergfNa tha niel Pry or

PRI VATES
Geo rge Gibso n
Geo rge Sha nno n
Jo hn Shie lds
Jo hn Co l lins
Jo se ph Whitehouse
Peter Wiser
Peter Crusat 8:
Francis Labuche
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manding o fficers ; he wi l l a ttend to the issu es o f sp eritu ou s

li qu o rs ; he sh a l l regu la te the ha l ting o f the ba tteaux thro ugh
the day to give the men refreshmen t, a nd w i l l a l so regu la te
the t ime o f her depa rtu re taking ca re that no t mo re t ime than
is necessa ry sh a l l be expended a t ea ch h a l t — it sha l l be his
du ty a lso to p o st a cent ine l o n the bank , nea r the b o a t when
ever we come t o o a nd h a l t in the cou rse o f the day , a t the

same t ime he w i l l (acomp anied by two his gua rd) reco nno i ter
the fo rrest a rro und the p la ce o f l anding to the distance o f a t

lea st o ne hu ndred pa ces. when we come to o fo r the pu rpo se
o f encamp ing a t n igh t, the Serg

?
o f the gua rd sha l l po st two

cent ine ls immedia te l y o n o ur la nding ; o ne o f Whom sha l be
po sted nea r the b o a t, a nd the o ther a t a co nv en ient distance
in rea r o f the en campmen t ; a t n ight the Sergfmu st be a lways
present w i th his gua rd . a nd he is po s i t i ve l y fo rb idden to suffer
a ny ma n o f his gua rd to absent h imsel f o n any pretext wha t
ever ; he w i l l a t ea ch re l ief thro ugh the n i gh t, accomp anyed by
the two men last o ff the i r p o sts , reco nno i ter in every di rect io n
a ro und the camp to the distan ce o f a t least o ne hundred and

fifty pa ces , a nd a lso examine the s i tu at io n o f the b o a ts and

p ero gues , a nd see tha t they ly safe and free from the b ank .

I t sha l l be the du ty o f the serg
‘
. a t the how , to keep a go o d

l o o k o u t fo r all danger wh i ch may appro a ch
, e i ther o f the

enimy , o r o bstru ct io ns wh i ch may presen t themse lves to the

pa ssage o f the b o at ; o f the fi rst he w i l l no t ify the Serg? a t
the center, who wi l l commun i ca te the info rmat io n to the com

manding o ffi cers, a nd o f the seco nd o r o bstru ct io ns to the b o a t

he wi l l no t i fy the Serg‘. a t the h e lm ; he wi l l a lso repo rt to
the comma nding o fficers th ro ugh the Serg

f
a t the center all

p erogues b o a ts cano es o r o ther craft wh i ch he may d isco ver
in the river, and a ll hu nt ing camps o r pa rties o f I ndians in
view o f whi ch we may pass . he w i l l a t a ll t imes b e pro vided
w ith a sering po le a nd a ss ist the b owsman in po l ing and

managing the how o f the bo a t. it wi l l be his du ty a lso to

give and a nswer a ll s igna ls , wh i ch may herea fter be estab l ished
fo r the go vernment o f the p erogues and pa rt ies o n sho re .

The w i l l o n each mo rn ing befo re o ur depa rt ure re l ieve
ea ch o ther in the fo l lowing manner — (viz) The Sergf a t the
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he lm w i l l pa rade the new gua rd , rel ieve the Serg? and the o ld

gua rd, and o ccupy the m iddle s ta t io n in the bo a t ; the Serg! o f
the o ld gua rd wi l l o ccupy the s ta tio n a t the bow, and the

Sergfwho had been sta tio ned the preceeding d ay at the how

w i l l p lace h imse lf a t the he lm.

The in addit io n to th o se du t ies are di rected ea ch to

keep a sepera te j o u rna l from day to day o f a ll pass ing o ccu r
rences, and su ch o ther o b serva tio ns o n the co untry 8:c a s sha l l
appea r to them wo rthy o f no ti ce.

The Serg‘? are re l ieved and exemp t from a ll labou r o f mak

ing fi res, p i tch ing tents o r co o king, a nd w i l l di rect and make
the men o f the i r severa l . messes perfo rm a n equa l p ro p o rt io n
o f tho se du t ies .

The gua rd sha l l hereafter co ns ist o f o ne sergeant and six

priva tes 8: engages .

P a troon Dechamp , Cop
i Wa rv ington, and George Drewy er , are

exemp t from gua rd duty ; the two fo rmer will
'

a ttend p articu

larly to thei r pero gu es a t a ll t imes, a nd see tha t thei r lading
is in go o d o rder, a nd th a t the same is kept perfectly free from
ra in o r o the r mo istu re ; the la tter wi l l perfo rm certa in du ties
o n sho re wh i ch w i l l be ass i gned him from t ime to t ime : all

o ther so l diers and engaged men o f wha tever discrip tio n mu st

perfo rm thei r regu la r to u r o f gua [r]d du ty .

Al l dé ta les fo r gua rd o r o ther du ty w i l l be made in the even
ing when we encamp ,

a nd the du ty to b e pe rfo rmed w i l l be
entered o n , by the individua ls so wa rned , the next mo rn ing.

pro visio n fo r o ne day w i l l be issued to the pa rty o n each even
ing a fter we have encamped the same w i l l be co o ked o n tha t
even ing by the severa l messes , and a pro p o rt io n o f it reserved
fo r the next day a s no co o king wi l l be a l lowed in the day
whi le o n the ma[r] ch .

Serg . Jo hn Ordway wi l l co nt inu e to issu e the p ro vis io ns and

make the deta les fo r gua rd o r o ther du ty .

The day a fter tomo rrow lyed co rn and grece wi l l be issued
to the pa rty, the next day Po ark and flo u r, and the day fo l l ow
ing indian mea l a nd p o a rk ; a nd in co nfo rmity to tha t ro tiene
pro vis io ns wi l l co nt inu e t o be issu ed to the pa rty u nt i l l fu rther
o rders . sho u l d any o f the messes prefer indian mea l to flo u r
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they may recieve it a cco rdingly — no p o ark is to b e issued
when we have fresh meat o n ha nd .

Labu che a nd Crusat w i l l man the l a rb o a rd bow o ar a l ter
na tely , and the o ne no t engaged a t the o ar w i l l a ttend a s the

B ows-man
,
and when the a ttent io n o f bo th these perso ns is

necessa ry a t the how,
thei r o ar is to be maned by any i dle

hand o n bo ard .

M ERIWETHER s rs Cap
?

CLARK Cp
‘

[ C la rk May Sunday 1 8 04

as we were push ing o ff th is mo rn ing two Cano o s Lo aded
w ith fur 8:c came to from the M a has [M aha r ; Omaha .

E D.] nat io n , [li
'
ving 730 miles o hone on the M issouri] wh ich

p lace they had left two mo nths, a t abo u t 10 oClo ck 4 Caj aux
1

o r rafts lo aded with fu rs and pe l tries came to o , o ne from the

Pa unees, [Pa unces on the riv er Pla tt] the o thers from Gra nd
Osage , they info rmed no th ing o f Co nsequence

,
passed a

creek o n the Side ca l led a sh Creek 20 yd ? Wide, passed
the u pper po in t o f a large I s land o n the Sb ‘? Side back o f wh ich
comes in th ree creeks o ne Ca l led O tter Creek, her [e] the

man we left hu nting came in we camped o n a Wil low I s land
in the mou th o f Gasco nnade River Geo rge Shanno n ki l led
a Deer th is even ing.

Co urse 8: D istance 27
9
? May .

N W . 3 M ?
to p? an

S 8 2
° W . 6 M.

‘
to pfLb

‘
.

l
p
‘
.

i
2 a Creek

N W. 1% M .

‘
to p? S‘.1 up? p

f b ig Is
“
.

l 8: 2 Creeks
S 70

° W . 5 M .

‘
to p? Op s? the Gasco nnade R

1 The wo rd orig ina l ly penned by Clark in the MS. ha s been era sed bo th here and

e lsewhere, and o ver it is written the word Caj aux, by the same hand wh ich ha s
made o ther b lack-ink emendat io ns in Clark' s text . This wo rd (a lso written caj eu o r

caj eux) is a term u sed by the French-Canadian pea santry to des igna te a sma l l raft ;
fo r its etymo logy , see j esuit Rela tions (Thwa ites

‘

s xxxi i, p . 31 3. Cf. entries
under June 5 a nd e lsewhere, where the word appears as o rig ina l ly written, Ca issee,

"

a nd Chaussies . ED.
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Co urse to day 8: D i sta nce 299?May

N. 54
? W

, 2 M .

‘
to p? Lb ‘.l S‘.l

N . 78
° W 2 M? to p

? Lb‘! S? p ‘.1 Deer Creek

May Wednesday 1 8 04

Ra ined all last n igh t . Set o u t a t 6 oClo ck a fter a heavy
shower, and pro ceeded o n , passed a la rge . I s land a Creek
o ppo si t o n the S? Side, Just ab o ve a Ca '

v e Ca l led M onhrun

[M onthrun
’

s] Ta vern 8: River, passed a Creek o n the Lb‘.l Side
ca l l Rush Creek a t 4 mi les severa l Showers o f ra in

,
the Cur

rents verry Swi ft, r iver rising fast . Passed Big M iry [M uddy ]
River a t 1 1 mi les o n the Sta rbo a rd Side, a t the lower po int o f
a I s land , th is Rive r is abo u t 50 ya rds Wide, Camped a t the

mo u th o f a Creek o n Sd. o f ab? 1 5 Wide Ca l led Grinc
sto ne Creek, o ppo si t the head o f a Is‘.1 a nd the mo u th o f Li tt le
M irey [M uddy ] River, o n the SESide, a heavy wind aecom

p anied w ith ra in 8: ha i l we made 1 4 mi les to day , the rive r
Co n tinud to rise, the Co untry o n each Side appea r fu l l o f
Wa ter.

Co urse 8: D i sta nce o fMay 30
“

West 2 M .

‘
to a p?L. S‘.1 o ps

‘
.

l
a Ca ve 8: p? Is‘.l

S 80° W . 2 M ?
to a p ? o n L. S‘.1 ps

‘! Is‘! 8: rush Creek
S 78

° W. 3 M ?
to a p .

‘
on L. ps

f
a W il. Is‘!

S 66° W 4 M .

‘
to a p? o n Lb ? S‘.i o p si

l M iry R: 8: Is‘.1
8 4 8

° W 6 M ?
to a pf o n St . S‘? o ps

‘
.

l
som sm:Is‘f .

‘

1 7 say 1 7 mi le a creek 2 m! Sw ift

May gxf.
’Thursday 1 804

ra ined the greater pa rt o f l ast n igh t, the wind from the West

ra ised and b lew w i th grea t fo rce u nt i l l 5 oClo ck p . m. which
o b l iged us to lay by a caj aux o f Bea r Skins and p elteries came
down from the Gra nd Osa rge, o ne french ma n

, o ne Indian
,

and a squaw, th ey had letters from the man M ? Cho teau Sent
to tha t pa rt o f the Osarge natio n settled on Arkansa River
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men ti o n ing that his letter 1 was commi ted to the fla ims
, the

Ind? no t be l ieving that the Americans had po ssess io n o f the

Co untrey they disrega rd’ed Sf Lo u is 8: the i r Suppl ies 8:c.

Severa l ra ts o f Co ns iderab le Size was Caught in the wo o ds
'

to

day . Cap
f Lewis went o u t to the wo o ds 8: fo und many cu rio u s

Plants 8: Srubs, o ne D eer ki l led th is even ing .

7une 1
"

1 8 04 Friday
Set o ut ea rl y 3. fa i r mo rn ing Passed the mouth Bea r Creek

25 yd
? Wide a t 6 M i les, Severa l Sma l l I s lands in the river

the wind a head from the West the cu rrent exceedingly rapid
Came to a t the po int o f the Osarges River o n the Lab“Side
o f M isso u ris thi s Osages river verry high

, [we] fa lled all

the Trees in the po int to make o bserva t io ns Set up unt i l l
1 2 oClo ck taken o bservat io n th is n igh t

Co urse 8: Distance June 1
“

S. 49
° W 4 m

? to p
? Is‘! p s

‘
.

l Li ttle Muddy river o n Lb? S‘? 30 y ‘f? wid
S 45° W 6 m?

to Is? ps
‘
.

i Bea r Creek L. S‘.1 20 y
‘
.

1 W id.

S. 39 W . 3 m.

‘
to Pt . o f Osage Ri ver

13

j une a
“ Sa tturday

Cap Lewis To o k the Time 8: Distance o f O' 8: M o o ns

nearest l imb s, the Sun E ast — a nd M eridean a lti tude o f Suns
U . L. with Octa nt, back o bse rvat io n gave for a l ti tude 37

°

28
’
— o o

”

.

Erro rs o f Octant 2
°
— 00

'

made Severa l o ther
o bserva tio ns . I made an a ngle fo r the Wedth o f the two

rivers . The M isso u rie from the Po in t ‘ to the N . Side is 875
ya rds wi de the Osage River from the po in t to the S . E .

Side is 397 ya rds W ide, the destance b etween the two rivers
a t the p f o f h igh Land (1 00 fo o t abo ve the bo ttom) and 80
po les up the M issou ris from the p o int is 40 po les , o n the

to p o f this h igh land under which
i

is a l imesto ne ro ck two

mo uns o r graves are ra ised . from this pf wh ich comds (com

1 In Biddle ( i. , p . 7) this phras e reads “ the letter anno unc ing the cess1on of

Lo u is iana .

"

ED.
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mands) b o th r ive rs I had a delightfu ll pro spect o f the M isso uris
u p and down , a lso the O sage R . u p .

1

Geo rge Drewyer 8: Jo hn Sh ie lds who we had sent wi th the
ho rses by Land o n the N . Side j o ined u s th is even ing mu c h
wo rsted, they be ing ab sent Seven D ays depending o n thei r

gun, the grea ter pa rt o f the t ime ra in , they were o b l iged
to raft o r Swim many Creeks , th o se men gave a fla tter ing
acco unt o f o f the Co untrey C ommencing be low the fi rst h i l l
o n the N Side a nd extend

’

g Parrelal w i th the river fo r 30 o r

40 M
? The Two M uddy rivers pass ing 8: som fi ne

Springs 8: Streems o ur hu nters ki l l severa l Deer to day ,
Some Sma l l l i cks o n the SE o f the Osage River.

j
‘
une Sunday 1 8 04

The fo repart o f the day fa i r To o k M er id io na l a l t itude o f

O' U . L. wi th the Octant a nd glass H o rreso n adju sted b ack
o bserva tio n . the instrement gave 38

°

2
'
— 00

"

it was Clo udy
and the Suns disk mu ch o bscu red and canno t be D epended o n .

We made o ther Obse rva tio ns in the even ing after the retu rn
o f Cap? Lewis from a wa l k o f three o r fo u r m? ro u nd. We

Set o u t a t 5 oClo ck P . M . pro ceeded o n fiv e mi les to the

mo u th o f a Creek o n the L. S . 20 y
f ‘
w i de Ca l led M urow,

°

passed a Creek at 3 m? which I ca l l Cup hord Creek a s it

mo u ths abo ve a ro ck o f th a t appea ra nce . Seve ra l D eer ki l led
to day . a t the mo u th o f the M u row Creek I saw mu ch Sign
o fWar pa rties o f Ind? haveing cro ssed from the mou th o f th is
Creek . I have a b ad co l d wi th a So re th ro at. nea r West

5 M iles

j une 4
" Monday 1 8 04

a fa i r day three men o u t o n the righ t fl ank pa ssed a la rge
I s land o n the S? Side ca l led Seeder I s la nd , th i s has a grea t
D eel o f Ceedar o n it, passed a Sma l l Creek a t 1 m‘

. 1 5
Wide which we named N igh t inga le Creek from a Bi rd o f tha t
discrip tio n wh ich Sang fo r u s a ll last n ight

,
a nd is the fi rst

1 Biddle here furn ishes (pp . 8 , 9) an enumera t io n o f the bands o f the Osage tribe,
then numbering o ver w arriors ; a lso their o wn tradit ion of their o rig in, which
made them descendants o f the beaver. — ED.

2 Moreau , in B iddle and o n modern maps. -ED.
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j un: 5th .Tuesday 1 8 04

a fter Jurking
l
the meet ki l led yesterday and Cro ss ing the

hunt ing pa rty we Set o u t a t 6 oClo ck , from the la st Co u rse 8:
distance, N 51

° W . 5 M . to a pf o n the St . Sd. pa ssed a

sma l l creek o n the L . S : I ca l l L ead C. passed a creek o n

the S . S . o f 20 yd? Wide Ca lfl Lit : [Little] Go o d—Woma ns

C. o n the L . S . a Pra rie extends from Lead C. p arrelel w ith
the river to M ine river, a t 4 M ? Passed the Creek o f

the big ro ck ab o u t 1 5 yd
?

wide o n the L. a t 1 1 oClo ck

b ro ugh t to o a sma l l Caissee [raft made of two canoes tied

together] in whi ch wa s two french men
, from 80 Leagu es up

the Kansias [Kanz a s] R . w here they w in tered
,
and Co ugh t a

grea t quan t i ty o f Beaver
,
the greater pa rt o f which they l o st

b y fire from the Praries
,

tho se men info rm [us] tha t the

Kansas Na t io n are now o u t in the pl a ins hun ting Bufl
'

a low
,

they hu n ted last w inter o n th is river Passed a p roj ect ing
ro ck o n whi ch was pa in ted a figure a nd a Creek a t

2 m? abo ve Ca l led Li tt le M an i to u 2 Creek , from the

Pa inted ro ck this Creek 20 yd
f

wi de o n the L.

Si‘ passed a Sma l l Creek o n L . S . o ppo s it a verry bad Sand
bar o f Severa l M ? in exten t

,
wh ich we named Sand C , here

my Servent Yo rk Swam to the Sand b ar to geather Greens
fo r o ur Dinne r, a nd re tu rned w ith a Suffi cent qua nti ty w i l d
Crea ses [Cresses] o r Tung [Tongue] grass, we passed up fo r

2 m?

o n the L . S . o f th i s Sa nd and wa s o b l iged to retu rn
, the

wa tf uncerta in the qu i ck Sand mo v eing we had a fine w ind
,

bu t co u ld no t make u se o f it, o ur M ast be ing b ro ke, we passed
between 2 Sma l l I s la nds in the M iddle o f the Cu rren t, 8:
ro u nd the head o f th ree a rapid Cu rrent fo r o ne mi le a nd

Camped o n the S . S . o p sf
’
a la rge I s land in the middle o f the

river , o ne Perogue did no t get u p fo r two ho u rs , o u r Sco u t
disco vf’ the fresh s ign o f ab o u t 10 Inds . I expect tha t tho se

1 Co ues c la ims (L. d C. , i , p . 31 ) tha t the w ord “ jerk (spel led “ j urk by

Clark) , a s appl ied to the pro cess o f dry ing mea t in the sun, is a co rruptio n o f a

Chi l ian w o rd cha rqui, mean ing sun-dried mea t. ED.

2 Co rrupted o n modern maps to Mo n iteau . ED.
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I ndians are o n the i r way to war, aga inst the Osages na tio n
p ro bab l y they are the Saukees .

1

Course 8: Destance June 5“

N. 51
°

,
W . 5 M ? to a p? o n S. S. p s

‘!

3 C, 1

N 23
° W 7% M

?
a p? L. S. Mon. [Ma nito u — ED .] Creek

j une 6“ Wednesday 1 804

M ended o ur M ast this mo rning 8: Set o u t a t 7 oClo ck u nder
a j en tle b reese from S . E . by S passed the large I s land , and a

Creek Ca l led Spl i t ro ck Creek 2 a t 5 M
?

o n the S . S . p s
‘!

a p la ce to the ro ck from which this Creek 20 yds . takes
its name, a p roj ect ing ro ck w i th a ho le th ro : a p o in t o f the

ro ck, a t 8 M ? passed the M o u th o f a Creek Ca l led Sa line o r

Sa l t R . o n the L. S? thi s River is ab o u t 30 y . . wi de
, and has

So many Licks and Sa l t Sp rings o n its b anks th a t the wa ter o f
the Creek is Bra ck ish , o ne verry la rge Lick is-9 m ? up o n the

left Side the water o f the Spring in th is Lick is S tro ng as o ne

bushe l o f the Wa ter is sa i d to make o f go o d Sa l t pa ssed a

l a rge 8: severa l Sma l l o nes, the wa ter excessiv ly Stro ng,
so mu ch so tha t we Camped So o ner than the u sua l t ime to

wa i te fo r the p erogu e, The ba nks are fa l l ing in v erry mu ch
to day river ro se l ast n igh t a fo o t .
Cap

? Lewis to o k M eridea n a l ti‘ o f Sun U . L . w i th the Octant
abo ve Sp l i t Ro ck

_

C. made the a l t itude 37
°

6
'

00
”

erro r o f
o ct . a s u sua l 2° 0' 07 ' The Co un t ry fo r Severa l mi l es be low
is go o d , o n the to p o f the high land ba ck is a lso to lerble land
Some bu ffa low Sign to day

3

1 The Sau k Indian s, an A lg o nqu in tribe fo rmerly res ident inW isco ns in ; they w ere
the a l l ies o f the Fo xes in the w a r waged by that tribe aga inst the French during the

early pa rt o f the e ighteenth century . ED.

1 T he French name , Ro che percée, is used o n mo st maps.
- ED.

3 The buffa lo (mo re co rrect ly designa ted a s American b iso n ”

) ranged, during
the seventeenth century , a s fa r east a s the A l leghany M o unta ins . Fo r descriptive a nd

histo rica l info rma t io n regarding this an ima l, see mo no gra phs thereo n
,
a s fo l low s

J . A . A l len'

s H isto ry o f the American Biso n ,” in U. S. Geol. a nd Geog . Sur sv gy
of the Ter ritor ies, Ann . Rep . , 1 8 75, pp . 443— 58 7 ; Wm. F. Homaday

’

s “ Exter
mina t io n of the American B iso n, in Smithsonia n Institute Rep . , 1 8 8 7, part 2, pp .
36 7

—
54 8 ; a nd Charles Ma ir’s é" I'he American B i so n, " in Ca na d. q . Soc. Proc. ,

1 8 90, see. 2, pp . 93— 1 08 .
-ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [j unc 7

I am St i l l verry unwe l l w ith a So re thro at 85 head ake

Co urse 8: D i stance June 6tb

N. 28 ° W . 3% M? to a Hil l o n S. S. p ‘! N. Bilg: o f Is‘!
N 49

° W 1% M! to a creek Sp lit ro ck
West 1% M! to a p? o n S. S. o ps

‘
.

i
a Cl ift

N 31
° W . 4% M

? to a pf o n L. S. Sa l ine C . L. S.

N. 5 1
° W 3 M .

’
to a b i lg o f an Is‘! to lift p ‘? Sm. Is‘.1

14

j une Thun der] 1 8 04.

Set o u t ea rl y passed the head o f the I s land o ppo s it wh i ch
we Camped last n ight, and braekfast a t the M o u th o f a l a rge
Creek o n the S . S . o f3c yd

‘

wide ca l led big M onetou,
l from the

p? o f the Is‘?o [u]r Co u rse o f last n ight to the mo u th o f th is
Creek is N 6 1

° W 4% M
‘

. a Sho rt distance abo ve the mo u th
o f th is Creek, is Severa l Co uriou s pa in t ings and ca rving o n the

p roj ect ing ro ck o f Limesto ne inlade w ith wh ite red 85 b lu e fl int,
o f a verry go o d qu allity , the Indians h ave taken o f this fl in t
grea t qu ant i t ies. We landed a t th is Inscript io n and fo und it a
Den o f Ra ttle Snakes, we had no t la nded 3 M inites befo re
three v erry l a rge Snakes was o bserved in the Crev ises o f the

ro cks 8: ki l led . a t the mo u th o f the l ast ment io ned Creek
Cap

f Lewis to o k fo u r o r fiv e men 8: went to Some Licks o r

Sp rings o f Sa l t Wa ter from two to fo u r mi les up the Creek ,
o n R? Side the water o f tho se Springs a re no t Stro ng

, say

from 4. to 600 g
‘
. o f water fo r a Bushe l o f Sa l t passed some

Smal l w i l l ow I slands and camped at the mo u th o f a sma l l r iver
Ca l led GoodWoma n: River 2 th is river is abou t 35 ya rdsWide
a nd sa id to be nav agable fo r Perogues Severa l Leagues. Cap ?

Lew i s w i th 2 men wen t up the Creek a sho rt distance . o ur

H un ters b ro ugh t in three Bea r this even ing
, and info rms that

the Co untrey th ro : wh ich they passed from the last Creek is
fine, ric h l and, 81 wel l watered .

1 Ca l led by Ga ss a nd F lo yd, River o f the Big Devi l . —ED.

3 M o re often known by its French name, Bonne Femme .
— ED .
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Junc g

the i r pro vi s io ns . o ur Spies info rm tha t the Co untrey they
passed th ro : o n S . S is a fine h igh bo ttom

,
no wa ter .

Co urse 8: D ista nce June .

S. 8 1 ° W. 3 M .

‘
to a pf o n S. S. ps

‘
.

i Deer L. Creek L. S.

N 8 8
° W

, 3 M .

‘
to a p? o n L S ide

N . 83
° W . 2 M .

‘
to M o uth o f M ine Riv . L. S.

N 64
° W . I Ml to a p

f
o n S. S.

N 80
° W . 3 M.

‘
to the Lowe r p .‘ o f Is‘.1 o fM ills

1 2

This day we met 3 men o n a Caj aux from the River o f the
So ux ab o ve the M a /za r Na tion th o se men had b een hunt ing
1 2 M o : 8: made ab ou t 900$ in pelt? 8c fu rs thev were o u t

o f Pro vis io ns and o u t o f Powder. ra ined this n igh t.

af j
'
une 1 8 04 Sa tturdaj

a fa i r mo rn ing, the River rise a l i ttle we go t fast o n a Snag
So o n after we Set o u t wh ich de ta ined u s a Sho rt t ime passed
the upper Po in t o f the I s la nd , Severa l Sma l l Chancls runn ing
o u t o f the Rive r below a Bluff [Clifl

'

of rocks ca lled the a rrow

rock 1] 8c Prarie (Ca l led the Pra rie o f Arrows) where the r iver
is co nfined wi th in the w id th o f 300 [200] yd

? Passed a Creek
o f 8 yd? wi de Ca l led Creek o f Arrows, th is Creek is Sho rt and
heads in the Praries o n the L. S . pa ssed a Sma l l Creek ca l led
B la ckb i rd Creek a nd an I s la nd be l ow 85 a Pra rie ab o ve o n

the L . S . a sma l l Lake abo ve the Pra rie . Oppo s i t the Lower
p o int o f the I s land o n the S . S . we had l i ke to h ave Sto ve
o ur bo a t, in go ing ro und a Snag her . Stern S truck a lo g u nder
water 8: She Swung ro u nd o n the Snag, w i th her b ro ad Si de
to the Cu rrent exp

?
to the Drift ing t imber, b y the act ive

exe rt io ns o f o ur pa rty we go t her o ff in a fiew M int? wi tho ut
engerey [inju ry] and Cro ssed to the I s la nd where we Camp

‘
.

I 2

o ur hu nte rs lay o n the S . S . the Perogue c ro ssed wi tho ut
Seeing them and the banks to o u ncerta in to Send her o ver.
Some w ind from the S a ccompan ied w i th ra in th is even ing.

1 So ca l led from being reso rted to b y Indians fo r stone arrow-heads.
(L. a nd C.

, i , p .
3 F ive mi les abo ve B lackb ird (now Richland) Creek . ED.
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DUBO I S TO PLATTE

The La nds o n the S . S . is a h igh rich bo ttom the L . S .

appea rs even a nd o f a go o d quallity riseing gradua l l y to from
fifty to 100 fo o t .

Co urse 8: D i stance June

39
° W

, 4 M .

‘
to a p? o n S. S. o ps

?
a Pra rie

34
°

E . 2 M ?
to p? o f a n Is‘.l L. S.

83
’W

, x% M ?
to a p

?
o n L. S. c ps

‘
.

l B.Bs C".
39. W . 2 M .

‘
to a p? o f H igh L? o n L. S.

32. E 3% M? to a p? o n L. S. p s
‘!
an

I 3

1 0“of
'

y a ne 1 8 04

A h a rd ra in last n ight, We set o ut this mo rn ing verry
ea r l y passed Some bad p lacies in the rive r, Saw a number
o f Go s l ings [this] mo rn ing pa ss nea r a Bank wh ich wa s fa l l
ing in a t the t ime we p assed , pa ssed two Rivers o f C/za rletons
wh ich mo u th to gether, ab o ve some h igh land wh i ch has a grea t
quant i ty o f Sto ne Ca l cu la ted fo r whetsto ns the fi rst o f tho se
riv ers is ab o ut 30 yd

? Wide 8: the o ther is 70 yd
?

w
?
a nd heads

Clo se to the R . Dumo ns [des M oines] The Aieway s [Ay a u
way ] Na tio n have a Vi l lage o n the h ead o f these Rivers .

l

they run th ro ugh an even Co untrey [a broken rie/z thickly tim

bered country ] and is nav agable fo r Perogues Cap Lewis to o k
M ed“.l alt? o fOU . L . w ith Octan t

,
b ack made it 37

°

1 2
'

— 00 de layed L IA h o u rs .

Cap . Lewis Ki l led a la rge Bu ck , passed
‘

a l a rge c

‘

a ll
’

d

Shecco 2
and camped in a Pra rie o n the L. S . I wa l ked o u t

three mi les , fou nd the pra rie compo sed o f go o d Land and

plenty o f wa ter ro leing 8c in terspursed wi th po in ts o f t imber
l and . Tho se Praries a re no t l ike tho se , o r a number o f tho se

1 The name Charleto n now appears o n

'

maps as Charito n . The etymo logy o f

Des Mo ines is suggested in the fo rm used by Clark , “ Dumons . This river w a s
fo rmerly named (from the tribe dwe l l ing o n its sho res) Riviere des Mo ihg o na ns

— a

name so o n abbrevia ted to Mo ins , a nd tha t to River Des Mo ins (w ith many va riants,
o f wh ich Clark’s is o ne) . A ieway a nd Ayauway a re amo ng the many va ria nts o f
the name o f a Sio uan tribe, now known a s the Iow a , from whom a State and river
a re named.

i

Biddle say s that the Iowa s numbered go o men.
— ED.

Chico t (a French word, mean ing now Harrison Island. Co v es

(L. a nd C. i, p .
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LEW I S AND CLARK JOURNALS [June u

E . o f the M iss iss ipp i vo id o f every thing excep t grass, they
ab ou nd wi th H a se l Grapes 8c a w i l d p lumb o f a Superio r [siz e

qu allity , Ca l led the O sages Plumb Grows o n a bush the

hight o f a H a se l (a nd is th ree t imes the s ise o f o ther Plumbs, )
and ha ng in grea t qu anti ties o n the bu shes I saw grea t num
b e rs o f D eer in the Pra ries

,
the even ing is Clo udy

, o ur pa rty
in high Spirits .

Co urse 8: D istance June 1 0
‘h

N. 8
°
E 2%

No rth 1 Ml a lo ng the L. S ide
N. 40

° W 1 M! do do do

N . 70
° W. 054 (o ps

‘
.

l
the Mo

?
o f Cha rlto ns R.

N 60
° W 2 M?

to a p
?
o n S. S.

N 80 W 3 M?
to a p? o n S. S.

1 0

‘1‘
fun 1 8 04. Monday

The N W . w ind b lew h ard 85 co ld as th is wind was imedi
a te l y a head , we cou l d no t pro ceed we to o k the adva ntage o f

this De lay and Dried o ur wet a rti c les, examin
’

d Pro vis io ns 8zc.

8zc. the river begin ing to fa l l , the hun ters ki l led two D eer
G:Drewyer ki l led two Bea r in the Pra rie, they were no t fat .

we had the meat Jurked and a lso the ven iso n
, wh ich is a co n

stant Pra ctice to h ave all the fresh mea t no t u sed, Dried in
this way .

1 2 q
‘
a ne. Tuesday 1 8 04.

Set o ut ea rl y passed Some b ad Placies , and a Sma l l Creek
o n the L . S . ca l led p lumb Creek a t ab ? I M ? a t 1 oClo ck we

b rought to o [to ,] two Chaussies o ne l o aded w ith fu rs 8: Pel
teries, the o ther with Greece [buf a low grea se 65 ta llow] we

pu rcha sed o f Greese, and finding tha t o ld M ? Durio un

was o f the pa rty we questio ned him unti l l it was to o l a te to Go

fu rther, and Co nc luded to Camp fo r the n ight, tho se peo p le
info rm no th ing o fmu ch info rma t io n .

Co nc luded to take o ld Durio un [wbo went a cc’] ba ck as fur

as the So ux na t io n wi th a view to get some o f the i r Cheifs to

vis i t the Presd? o f the Un i ted 8 . (This man be ing a verry
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [June 1 4

Pra rie we caugh t a ra co o n , o ur hunter b ro ugh t in a B ea r 8s
D ee r

, we to o k some Lu na r o b servat io ns this even ing.

Co urse 8: D ista nce June 1 804

40
° W 2% M? to a p?L. S.

39 W . 3 M .

‘
to a p ? S. S. 2 Creeks

28 , W 1% M
?
to a p? Stb ‘il S.

30 W 2 M ?
to a p ? L . S. G ‘! R

9 M
?

7am
‘I

'

lmrsday

We Set o u t a t 6 o c lo ck, after a thi ck fog pa ssed th ro : a

na rrow p ass o n the S . S . wh i ch fo rms a l a rge Is? o ppo s it the
upper po int o f th is I s land o n the L. S . is o ne o f the wo rst
qu i ck o r mo v eing sand ba rs Which I have Seen , no twith

s ta nding all o ur p recausto ns to Clea r the Sands a nd pass
b etween them (wh ich was the way we were comp

?
to pa ss, from

the immence Cu rrent 8: fa l l ing ba nks o n the S . S .) the Bo at
S tru ck the po int o f o ne from the a ctive exertio ns o f the

men
,
p revented her tu rn ing, i f She had tu rned she mu st have

o verset . We met a Cansseu [Caj aux, o r raft E D.] from the

Pa n ia [Paunce] o n the River Pla tt, we deta ined 2 ho u rs w i th
a view o f engageing o ne o f the h a nds to go to the Pa n ia na tio n
w i th a v iew to get tho se peo ple to meet u s o n the river, ( I
wen t o u t 8: Sho t a Deer) We passed a h igh l and , 8: c lay
blufi

'

o n the S . S . C a l led the Snake b lu ff from the numb er o f
Snakes ab o u t th is p lace, we passed a Creek abo ve the B luff
ab o u t 1 8 yd? wide, th is Creek is Ca l led Snake Creek ,

1
a bad

Sand b a r just be low, which we fo und Dificu llty in p assing 8:
ab o ve, o ur H unters came in . Geo rge Drewy er, gives

the fo l low ing ac? o f a Po nd, 8: a t ab? 5 M i les be low here S . 8 .

Passed a Sma l l Lake in wh ich there was ma ny Deer feeding .

he h ea rd in th is Po nd a Snake makeing go ubleing no ises l i ke
a tu rkey . he fi red his gun 8: the no ise was inc rea sed , he

has h ea rd the india ns ment io n th is Species o f Snake, o ne

F renchman gives a Simi la r a ccount

1 This may have been e ither M iami o r Wa kenda Creek of modern maps.
COUES (L. a nd C. ,

i
,
p .
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DUBO I S TO PLATTE

Co urse 8: Distance June

2 M .

‘ to Low .

’ p? o n an Is‘! S. S.

1 M!thro : a cha nil o n S. S.

2 M .

’ to pfL. S. passed a b ad Sand

3 M ?
to a p? o n S. S. passed a Creek

8

yum, Friday 1 8 04,

Set o ut ea rl y and had no t pro ceeded far e
’

er we whee led o n

a Sawyer wh ich was nea r inju ring u s verry much , passed a

p la in o n the L . S . a Sma l l Is ? in the midle, the r iver riseing,
wa ter verry swi ft Passed a Creek o n the L. S . passed between
two I s lands, a verry bad pla ce, mo v eing Sands, we were
nea rly be ing swa l l owed up by the ro l l ing Sands o ver wh ich the
Cu rrent was so Stro ng tha t we co u ld no t Stem

.

it
.

wi th o ur

Sa les under a Stiff b reese in addi tio n to o ur o res, we were
compe l led to pass u nde r a bank whi ch wa s fa l l ing in

,
and u se

the T o e ro pe o ccas io na l ly , Co nt inu ed up pa ss two o the r
Sma l l I s lands and Camped o n the S . S . nea r l y Oppo s it the

antient Village o f the L ittle Osa rges a nd be low the a nt
? Village

o f the M issouries b o th Si tuat io ns in view and w i th in three
M ? 0f ea ch o ther,

1
the Osage were Sett led a t the fo o t [o f]

a hi l l in a bu tifull Plain ,
whi ch extends back qu i te to the

O sage River, in fro nt o f the Vi lg : next to
l

the river is a n

ellegent b o ttom Pla in whi ch extends severa l mi les in l ength o n

the river in th is low Pra rie the M issouries l ived after they
were redu ced by the Saukees a t the i r Town Some Dis t? be low .

The l ittle o sage finding themse lves mu ch o ppressed by the

Saukees 8: o the r na t io ns, left
’

this p laée 8: bu i lt a vi l lage 5
M ? from the Gra nd Osa rge Town

,

"

about ye a rs ago a

fiew o f the M isso uries a ccompa n ied them, the rema inder o f

tha t Na tio n went to the Otteau s o n the River Pla tt . The

Rive r a t thi s place is abo u t 3 [one] M
?

’

wide. o ur hunters did
no t come in th is even ing the river beginn ing to fa l l

Near the present Ma lta Bend, and no t fa r be low the s ite o f the o ld French Fo rt
Orlea ns ED

[ 49 ]



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [June 1 6

Co urse 8: D istance June I S
}!I

M .

‘
a lo ng S. S.

M ?
a p ? L. S. pa ssed a pra : 8: Creek L. S.

M .

‘
a p ? S. S. ps

‘l
a W i l low Is‘?

M ? to a p ? L . S. p ass‘i Low pf 2 Isd
‘

M ?
to up .

t Pf S. S. ps
‘
.

l b ad p la ce
M .

‘
to a p ? S. S. pa ssed bad p lace

M ?
to a p ? S. S. a Is‘.1 in M id1 o ld v i llage

L it:Osage.

1 6“ j une Sa tturda y 1 8 04.

Set o u t a t 7 oClo ck a t ab o u t a mi le we came to the

Camp o f o ur hu nters
,
they had two Bea r 8: two Deer

, p ro

ceeded o n pa ss a I s land o n the S . S . a heavy ra in came o n 8:

lasted a Sho rt t ime, We came to o n the S . S . in a Pra rie at the

p lace where M .

’ M a ckey la is down a o ld french fo rt,
l I co u l d

See no traces o f a Sett lement o f a ny kind, in the p la in I dis
co vered a kind o f Grass resemb l ing T imo they wh ich appea red
we l l Ca l cu la ted fo r H ay . this Pl a in is verry extens ive in the

even ing I wa l ked o n the S . S . to see i f any t imber was co uv f
to make Oa rs , whi ch we were mu ch in wa nt o f, I fo und some

indiffe ren t t imber and Stru ck the r ive r abo ve the B o a t a t a

b ad Sand b ar, the wo rst I had Seen wh i ch the b o a t mu st pass
o r Dro p ba ck Seve ra l M i l es 8: Stem a Swi ft Cu rrent o n the

1 Lew is’s ma p o f 1 8 06 indica tes M r. J . Ma ckay ‘

s ro ute, which embra ces
mo st o f the va l ley o f the Nio b ra ra River th is M ackay may b e the perso n referred to
in the text. B iddle‘ s narra t ive ment io ns ( i , p . a man o f this name who had in

1 795
-
96 a tra ding esta b l ishment farther up the M isso uri . The French fo rt w as

pro ba b ly the po st (Fo rt Orlea ns) estab l ished by Bo urgmo nt ( 1 72 3) no t fa r (according
to Cou es) from the M a lta Bend o f the M isso uri (see Marg ry

'

s Decou 'ver tes et eta b

lissements, vi , p . 393 Le Page du Pra tz '

s Lou isia ne, 1
, p. 324 a nd Co ues s L. a nd

C. , i , p . 24, note

The exa ct s ite o f Fo rt Orleans is no t defin ite ly kno wn , a nd there a re diverse
o pin io ns rega rding it. H o n . Wa lter B. Do ug las , o f St . Lo u is, thinks tha t the fo rt
w a s o n “ the north bank o f the M isso uri , abo ve the mOuth o f W a kenda Creek , in
wha t is no w Carro l l Co unty , a nd 1 5 to 20 mi les abo ve the town of Brunsw ick , which
stands a l itt le be low the p lace where wa s the o ld mo uth o f Gra ndRiver (abo u t six o r

seven mi les from its present entra nce) . T he actio n of the river-current ha s caused

grea t cha nges in the co urse o f bo th ri vers, even w ith in the l ast thirty y ears. La ter
there w a s ano ther French po st upon the river a t a vi l lage of the Kansa s Indians, no t far
from the present si te o f Fort Leavenwo rt h. ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [June 1 8

Some ra in la st n ight, and Some ha rd Showers th is mo rn ing
which de lay o ur wo rk verry mu ch , Send o u t Six hunters in
the Pra i rie o n the L . S . they ki l l 5 D eer 8: Co ht [caught] a
B ea r, which ve rry la rge 8: fat, the pa rty to wo k a t the o a rs

,

make ro pe, 8: j urk thei r mea t a ll D ay Dry o ur wet Sa les 8:c.

in the even ing, The Musquiters verry bad

7am Tuesday

ra in last n i ght after fixing the new o a rs and makeing all

necessa ry a rrangements , we set o u t under a j entle b reese from
the S . E . and pro ceeded o n pa ssed two la rge I s l ands o n the

S . S . leaving J . Shiel ds and o ne man to go by land w ith the

ho rses Some verry ha rd water
,
passed Severa l I sl ands 8:

Sand b a rs to day a t the head o f o ne we were o b l iged to c lea re
away Driftwo o d to pass , passed a Creek o n the L . Side Ca l led
Ta bboe [Ta bo]

“

1 5 yd?Wide passed a la rge Creek a t the h ead
o f an I s l and Ca l led Tiger R iver 25 yd

?

o n the S . S . the

I sland be low th is Is? is la rge and ca l led the I s le o f Pant[h]ers ,
fo rmed o n the S

"

. S . by a n a rrow Channe l
,
I o bserved o n the

Sho re Goose 8: Ra sp berries in abundance in pass ing Some

h a rd wa ter ro und a Po int o f ro cks o n the L . S . we were o b l iged
to take o u t the ro ap e 8: Draw up the B o at fo r a mi le

, we

came to o o n the L. S . nea r a Lake o f the Sircumfrance o f

Seve ra l mi les, Si tua ted o n the L. S . abou t two mi les from the

river 1 th is Lake is Sa id to abo und in a ll kinds o f fow ls , Grea t
numbers o f D eer frequent th is Lake dureing Summer Sea so n,
a nd feed o n the hows [haws] 8:c . 8:c. they find o n the edgers
the Land o n the N o rth Side o f the river is ri ch and Sufiiciently
h igh to a ffo rd Sett lements, the Ld

?

o n the Sou th Side a ssends

Gradu a l l y from the River no t So rich , bu t o f a go o d qu allity
and appea r we l l watered

1 T he musqu ito es and o ther a n ima ls a re so troub lesome that musquito e b iers o r
nets were distributed to the party . BIDDLE (i , p .
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Co urse 8: D ista nce June

N 8 7
° W . 3 M ? to up .

r p ? o f an Island.

S 80° W 1% M
?
to a p ? L. S ide ps‘! 4 w il. Isd‘

S . 70
° W 1% M

?
a lo ng the L. S.

S 58
° W M? to a p?S. S . p s

?
a Is? S . S.

S . 6 8 W 3 M ? to p? S. S. ps
‘l T abbo Creek

S. 83 W 4. M ?
to p?L. S. Camp ? 1 M51

Set o u t a fter a heavy Shower o f ra in and pro ceeded o n the

Same Co u rse o f last n igh t p assede a la rge bu tifu ll Pra rie o n

the S . S . o ppo si t a la rge I s land, ca l led Saukee Pra rie, a j en tle
b reese from the S . W . Some bu tifull h igh la nds o n the L. S .

passed Som verry Swi ft wa ter to day , I saw Pelica ns to day o n

a Sand bar, M y Servent Yo rk nea rl y lo seing a n Eye by a

man th rowing Sand into it, we came to o a t the' lower Po int
o f a Sma l l I s land, the pa rty o n Sh o re we h ave no t Seen Since
we passed Tiger R . The Land appea r’d verry go o d o n each
Side o f the river to day and we l l t imbered, We to o k Some

Lo ner o b serva tio ns, which deta in . u s u nt i l l 1 oClo ck a bu t i
fu l l n ight but the a ir exceedingly D amp, 8: the M o squiters

verry tro ub lesome

Co urse 8: Deista nces June

I Ml a lo ng L. S.

2 Ml to p? S. S. a n Is‘.1

1% M .

‘ to p? L. S . 8: Saukee Prarie o n S. S.

34 M!a lo ng L. S. wa ter b ad
1% M

?
to a p ? S . S . ps

‘l Is?
‘
8: bad Sa nd

6%

2 1
"
j une Thursday

The ri ver ro se 3 I nches last n igh t after the B ows man
Pete r Cro usa t viewed the wa ter o n

'

ea ch Side o f the I s land
wh ich presented a mo st unfavo u rab le pro spect o f Swi ft water

1 A t a p lace 754mi les above the present town ofDover. COUES (L. a nd C. , i ,
p .
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o ver ro l l ing Sands wh ich ro red l ike an immense fa l ls
,
we co n

c luded to a ssend o n the right Side , and w ith mu ch dificuelty ,
wi th the ass istan ce o f a lo ng Co rd o r T ow ro pe, 8: the a nchors,

we go t the Bo at u p w i tho u t a ny fu rther da ng. than Braking
a Cabbin window 8: lo seing Some oa rs wh ich were Swo ng
u nder the w indows, passed fo u r to day two la rge 8: two
Sma l l , beh ind the fi rst la rge I s land two Creeks mo u th , ca l led
Eue—bert [Hubert]

1 Creek 8: River 8: Is?l the upper o f th o se
Creeks head aga inst the M i ne River 8: is la rge, passed a

verry rema rkab le b end in the River to the S . fo rming a n

accu te a ngle, the h igh l ands come to the river o n the S . S .

o ppo s i t the u pper la rge I s land , this 135
1 is fo rmed by a na rrow

cha ne l thro . the P? o f the rema rkab le bend just mentio n‘
.

i be

low th is I s‘.1 o n the L. S . is a Co unte r Cu rrent o f ab o u t a

mi le . passed between'

several Sma l l I s lands Si tu a ted nea r the
L. Side and camped ab o ve o n the Same Side. Two men Sen t
o u t to hu n t th is even ing b ro ugh t in a Bu ck 8: a po re Tu rkey .

a t Su nset the a tmesp ier p resen ted every appea ra nce o f w ind ,
B lue 8: Whi te S treeks cen tiring a t the Sun as She disappea red
and the Clo uds Si tua ted to the S . W . Guilded in the mo st

bu tifu ll manner.
The Co un trey and Lands o n each Side o f the river is

va rio us a s u seal, a nd may be c lassed as fo l lows , v iz : the low
o r o v erflown po ints o r b o ttom l and , o f the gro th o f Co tto n
8: Wil low,

the 2
9 9
o r h igh b o ttom o f ri ch furtile So ile o f the

gro th o f Co tto n , Wa lnu t
,
Som ash, H a ckberry, M u lberry ,

Lynn [Linden] 8: Sycamo re . the th i rd o r h igh Lands rises
gradua l l y from the 2

‘3
f
i b o ttom (except wh in it Co rn s to the

r iver then from the river) ab ou t 80 o r 1 00 fo o t ro leing ba ck
Supp l ied w ith wa ter (the sma l l r ivers o f whi ch l o ses themse lves
in the b o ttom land) and are co vered wi th a va riety o f timber
Such as Oake o f different Kinds B lue a sh, Wa lnu t 8:c . 8:c . a s

far a s the Praries, whic h I am info rmed lie ba ck from the rive r,
a t Some places nea r 8: o thers a grea t Distance

1 B iddle g ives this name ( i, p . 1 7) a s Eau Beau o r Clearwater ; Gass ca l ls it
Du Beau o r Du Bo is . ED.
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23
"d
y a ne Sa tturday

Some w ind th is mo rn ing from the N . W . we set o u t a t

7 o Clo ck, a nd pro ceeded o n to the head o f a I s land o n the

S . S . the w ind b lew ha rd and down the rive r wh i ch prevented
the P

’

ty moveing [p roceding] from this I s land the who le
day ,

1 Cap ? Lewis had the a rms examined 8:c . a t the l ower
end o f th is I s land I go t o u t o f the bo a t to wa lk o n Sho re , 8:
expected the pa rty o n Sho re wo u l d o vertake me

,
a t the h ead

o f the I s land , they did no t 8: I p ro ceeded o n ro und a ro und
and extens ive b end in the r iver, I Ki l led a Deer 8: made a

fi re, expect ing the bo at wou l d come up in the even ing. the

w ind co ntinu eing to b low p revented th e i r mo veing, as the

distance b y l and was to o grea t fo r me to retu rn by night
'

I

co nc luded to Camp , Pee led Some b a rk to lay o n, and

gea thered wo o d to make fi res to keep o ff the mu squ itrs 8:

kna ts, H ea rd the pa rty o n Sho re fire
,

at D a rk Drewyer

came to me wi th the ho rses, o ne fat bea r 8: a Deer, river fel l
8 I nches last n ight

Co urse 8: Distance June

N 70
° W 2 M? to an 13? o n S. S. ( I went o ut)

N 75
°

E 1 54 M? ps
?
the head o f the Is‘l to p? L. S.

3%

7une Sunday

Set o u t a t ha l f afte r S ix . I j o ined the bo at th is mo rng at

8 o Clo ck ( I wi l l o n l y rema rk tha t dureing the t ime I lay o n

the sand wa i ting fo r the bo a t, a la rge Snake Swam to the bank
imediately u nder the Deer wh ich was hanging o ver the wa ter,
a nd no grea t distance from it

, I threw chunks and dro ve th is
snake o ff Severa l t imes . I fo und tha t he was so determined
o n gett ing to the meet, I was comp ell

‘l
to ki l l him, the pa rt

1 Biddle here say s : D irect ly Oppo s ite o n the south, is a high commanding
po s i t io n, mo re than seventy feet abo ve h igh wa ter mark, and o verlo o king the river
wh ich is here of but l itt le w idth this Spo t ha s many advantages fo r a fo rt , and trad
ing ho use w ith the Indians .

“

(And
,
in a fo o t-no te The Un ited Sta tes bu i l t in

September, 1 8 0 8 , a fa cto ry and fo rt a t this spo t , which is very conven ient fo r tra ding
w ith the Osag es , Ay auway s, and Kamza s.

“
This p lace was the site o f Fo rt Osage ,

a t o r near the present town o f Sib ley . ED.
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o f the D eer whi ch a ttra cted th is Snake I think was the M i lk
from the bag o f this Do e.) I o bserved grea t qu t? o f Bea r
Signs, whe re the had passed in a ll Directio ns th ro the bo t

toms in Se rch o f M u lberries , wh ich were in great numbers .

in a ll the bo ttoms th ro wh ich o u r pa rty passed)
Passed the mo u th o f a Creek 20 yd ? wide name [named]

Hay Ca bbin Creek 1 from Camps o f Straw bu i lt o n it

came to abo u t V M l abo ve th is creek 8: j urked, the meet
ki l led yesterday and th is mo rn ing La ttitude o f this pl ace

38
°

37
'

5
” N . Cap . Lewis wa lked o n Sho re 8: ki l led a Deer ,

‘

pass a bad pa rt o f the river, o n the S . S . the ro cks proj ected
into the r iver Some distance, a creek abo ve ca l led Sha rriton
Ca rta ,

2 in the even ing we Passed th ro : between two Sand
ba rs a t the head we had to ra ise the B o a t 8 I nches to get

her o ver, Camped nea r the l ower po int o f an I s land o n the

o n the L . Side, pa rty in h igh Sp errits . The Co u ntrey o n ea ch
s ide o f the r iver is fine interspursed w i th Prarie s , in wh i ch
immence herds o f Deer is Seen ,

3
o n the ba nks o f the river

we o bserve numbers o f Deer wa tering and feeding o n the

young wi l low, Severa l ki l led to day

Co urse 8: D istance June

V Ml o n the La rbo a rd S ide
V Ml o n o ther
3

‘ M ?
to a po int o n S. S.

4% M
?
to a p , o n L. S. pass

‘l Hay Ca
-b . Is.

Ml o n L. S ide
3 M ?

to a p? o n S. S. a ro ck 8: Creek L. S.

1 Now the Litt le Blue River, in Jackso n Co . , M issouri . — Co v £ s (L. a nd C. , i ,
p .

2 A pho net ic rendering of the French Cha rretins eca rtés — tha t is, tw o creeks
named Charret in , who se courses a re separated (éca rtés), a ltho ugh they meet a t their
entrance into the M isso uri . T here a re two such creeks in Clay .

Co unty , Mo . , which
answ er to the descript io n in o ur text . Fo r fu l l explana t ion o f the name, see Co ues

'

s

L. a nd C. , i , p . 31 .
— ED.

1 Bra ckenridge says in 1 8 1 1 (Louisia na , p . The M issouri is now what

the Ohio was o nce , the Pa ra dise of hunters. " — ED.
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25 7une Monday

a th ick fog deta ined u s u nt i l l 8 oClo ck, passed a I s land ,
a t 3 M i les passed a Co a l-M ine, o r Bank o f sto ne Co a l , o n

the So u th Side, th is bank appea rs to Co nta in great quant ity
o f fine Co a l , the r iver be ing h igh

,
p revented o u r Seeing

tha t co nta ined in the c l iffs o f the best quallity , a Sma l l Creek
mo u ths b e low this b ank ca ll

’

d after the bank Cha bonea [Cha r
bon] Creek the Wind from the N . W . passed a Sma l l Creek
o n the L . Side a t 1 2 oClo ck , ca l led Bennet

’

s Creek The Pra

ries come with in a Sho rt distance o f the river o n each Side wh ich
Co nta ins in addi tio n to Plumbs R a spberries 8:c . va st quant i
ties o fwi ld apples

,
great numb ? o f Deer a re seen feeding o n

the yo u ng wi l lows 8: ea rbage in the Banks and o n the Sand
b a rs in the river, our pa rty o n Sho re did no t j o in in this
even ing we camped

°

o u an I s land Si tua ted o n the S . Side ,
o ppo s i t some h i l ls higher th an Commo n , say 1 60 o r 1 80 feet
abo ve the B o ttom. The river is St i l l fa l l ing l ast n ight it fe l l
8 I nches

Co urse 8: D istance June 25
th

3 M .

‘
to a p

l
o n S. S.

Ml o n the S. S. p s
‘l
a Co a l M ine

3% M
?
to Pl o n L. S. a Creek L. S.

Ml o n L. S . p ass W illow Is?
M1

o n L . S. di tto
Ml o n L . S. di tto
M l

o n L. S. ditto 8: ro und P?
2 M l

to a p
l
o n S. S.

2 M ?
to a p .

t
o n S. S. ps

‘l
a 159

fi ne 26" Tuesday 1 8 04

We Set o u t ea r l y
,

the r iver fa l l ing a l itt le, the wind from
the S . W . Passed the mo u th o f a Sma l l river o n the L . Side
ab o ve the upper po in t o f a Sma l l I s land, ca l led B lue Wa ter
River,

l
this river heads in Praries back wi th the M ine River

1 Now Big B lue River. In a fo o tno te, Biddle here says :
“ A few mi les up the

B lue W a ter Creek a re quarries o f pla ster o f paris, since wo rked and brought down
to St . Lo u i s. — ED.
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M isso u rie the H i ls o r h igh l ands is Severa l M i les back , we

compa red the instrumts To o k equ a l a ltitu des, and the M eri
d ian a l ti tude o f the Su ns L . L . to day L a titude 38

°

31
’

13
”

L ongitude [Blank space in M S.] measu red the w id th o f the

Kansas River by a n angle a nd made it 230 yd? wide,
l it is

w ider abo ve the mo u th the M isso urie at this pla ce is ab o u t

500 ya rds w ide, The Co u rse from the Po int down the M idl

o f the M isso urie is S . 32
°

E , 8: turns to the N o rth . up D o :

is N 2 1
° W . 8: do do [i. e. tu rns to the No rth — E D .] Do .

u p the right s ide o f the Kansas is S. 54
°

E .
, 8: the river tu rns

to the left, Seve ra l Deer ki l led to day .

2 8 j une Thursday

to o k equa l a l ti tudes 8:c . 8:c. 8:c . 8: v araitio n o f the Compass
repa i red the Perogu e

'

cleaned o u t the Bo a t suned o u r Powder

[and] wo l len a rti c les examined every th ing 8 o r 10 hu nt"

o u t to day in different di rectio ns, in examin ing o ur Priva te
Sto re o f Pro vis io ns we fo und Seve ra l a rt i cles Spo i led from the

wet o r dampness they had rece ived , a verry wa rm day , the

wind from the So u th , The river M isso urie has ra ised yester
day last n ight 8: to day abo u t 2 fo o t . thi s even ing it is o n a

Stand, Cap t? Lewis weighed the wa ter o f the Two rivers
The M isso u rie the Kansais (the we ight is)

2

To Describe the mo st p ro bab le o f the va rio us a cco unts o f

th is grea t r iver o f the Kansas, wo u l d be to o lengthy 8: u ncer

ta in to insert here, it h eads with the r iver Del No ird in the

b la ck M o unta in o r ridge wh i ch D ivides the Wa ters o f the

Kansas Del N ord, 8: Ca llarado 8: [a wo rd a lmo st i l legib le ;
po ssib l y “

o ffsho o ts.

”
—ED .] from th o se o f the M isso urie

(and no t we l l assertain‘l

) This river receves its name from a

N a tio n which dwe l ls a t this t ime o n its banks 8: [has] 2

vi l lages o ne abo u t 20 leagues 8: the o ther 40 Leagues up ,

tho se I ndia ns are no t verry no umero us a t th is t ime, redu ced
by war wi th the i r ne ighb o u rs, 8:c, they fo rmer l y l ived o n

the Sou th b anks o f the M isso u rie 24 Leagues abo ve this r iver
in a o pen 8: bu tifull p la in, and were verry noumero us at the

1 The Biddle text g ives the w idth o f the Kansas River a s yards. ED.

1 Referring to the spec ific gravity of the w a ters see Biddle, i, p . 1 8 . ED.

[ 60 ]



DUBOI S TO PLATTE

t ime the french fi rst Sett led the I l l ino is, I am to l d they are

a fierce 8: wa rl i ke peo ple, be ing badly Suppl ied w ith fi re a rms ,
become easi ly co nquered by the Aiauwa y 8: Saukees who are

better fu rn ished w i th th o se ma teria ls o f War, Th is Na tio n is
now o u t in the Pla ins hunt ing the Buffa low [They consist of
a bout 300 men] o ur hunters k i l led Severa l Deer and Saw

Buffa low,
M en imp

?

[emp lo yed] Dress ing Skins 8: makeing
themse lves comfo rtab le, the h igh lands come to the r iver
Kansas o n the u pper Side a t abo u t a mi le, fu l l in V iew, a nd a

bu tifull p l ace fo r a fo rt, go o d landing-p la ce, thewaters o f the

Kansa s is verry disigreeably tasted to me .

29
85 fune Friday

o bsv ? the distance o f O 8: (I
, to o k Equ a l 8: maridio na l

Alt
?

and after makeing Some a rrangements, a nd infl i ct ing a

l itt le pun ishmen t to two men we Set o u t a t V past 4 o Clo ck,

and p ro ceeded o n . ( 1 ) passed a l a rge I s land o n the S . Side,
Oppo s i t a la rge Sand ba r, the B o at tu rned , and was wi th in Six
I nches o f Strikeing the rap idi ty wi th wh ic h the Bo a t tu rned
was so great tha t if her b ow had S truck the Snag, She mu st

have e ither tu rned o ve r o r the bow n o cked o ff
,
S W w ind

Co urse D istance a nd refferences June

N . 1 8
° W. 9/ Ml o n the L. S. p sf

’H?
o f the Is‘.l

S. 79. .W 3

[Orderly B o o k ; C la rk Camp Mouth of the Ka nsies j une 1 8 04

Ordered — A Co u rt M a rtia ll wi l l Set this day a t 1 1 oClo ck,

to co ns ist o f fi ve members , fo r the tria l o f yohn Collins a nd

Hugh Ha ll, Co nfined o n Cha rges exh ibited aga inst them by
Sergeant F lo yd , agreeab le to the a rt ic les o f War.

Deta ilfor the Court

Serg? Nat . Pryo r pres?l
2 Jo hn Co lter
3 John Newmo n
4.

‘

Pa t . Gass
1 J . B . Thomp son
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J o hn Po tts to a ct a s Judge advo ca te .

The Co u r t Co nv ened agreeab l e to o rder and pro ceeded to

the t ria l o f the Priso ne rs Viz
J o hn Co l l ins Cha rged w i th getting dru nk o n his po st this
M o rn ing o u t o f wh iskey p u t under his cha rge a s a Sentin al,

a nd fo r Suffering Hugh Ha ll to draw wh iskey o ut o f the Sa id
Ba rre l in tended fo r the pa rty .

T o this Cha rge the priso ner p lead not Guilty .

The Co u rt a fte r ma tu re deliv [b]era tio n o n the evidence
addu ced are o f o p p inio n th at the priso ner is Guilty o f the

Cha rge exibited aga inst him, and do therefo re sentence him

to rece ive one hundred La shes on his bea r Ba ck.

Hugh Ha ll was b ro ugh t befo re the Co u rt Cha rged w i th
take ing Wh iskey o u t o f a Keg th is mo rn ing wh ich wh iskey was
s to red o n the B ank (and u nde r the Cha rge o f the Gua rd) Co n
trary to a ll o rder , ru le, o r regu l at io n .

T o th is Cha rge the p riso ner Pleaded Gu i l ty .

The Co u rt fi nd the priso ner Gu i l ty and Sentence him to

receive fifty Lashes o n his bea r Back .

The Commanding Oflicers appro ve o f the Sentence o f the

Co u rt a nd o rders that the Pun ishment take place a t ha l f past
three th is even ing, a t wh i ch time the pa rty w i l l Parrade fo r
inspect io n .

yune Sa tturday 1 8 04,

Se t o u t verry ea rly th is mo rning, a verry l a rge wo l f came
to the ba nk and lo o ked a t u s th is mo rn ing, pass

?
the (a)

mo u th o f a Sma l l r iver 10 M ?
abo ve the Kansa s ca l led by the

french Petite River Pla tte (o r Sho a l r iver) from the number o f
fa l ls in it, this river is a bo u t 60 ya rds w ide a t its mo uth a nd

runs Pa rrilel w i th the M isso u ries fo r ten o r twe lve mi les,
1

Some o f the pa rty who wen t u p to l d that the lands o n th is
Sma l l river is go o d, and o n it severa l fa l l s we l l ca l cu la ted fo r
m i l ls, The wind from S . W . came to a t 1 2 oClo ck 8: rested
three ho u rs, the [day] being ho t the men b ecom verry
feeb le

,
F Th ermometer a t 3 o Clo ck sto o d a t 96

°

abo ve 0,

1 Now L itt le Pla tte River ; the l o ca t ion o f its mo nth ha s changed much s ince 1 8 04 .

— COU£ s (L. a nd C. , i , p.
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Co urse D istance 8: ref.‘ Ju ly I ?t

62
? W . 1% M? o n the S. Side o f the Is?l

40
? W MM! do do do

28 ° W Ml to p? o n L . S. p s
?
the Is?

45
‘ W 3% M

?
to a pf o n S. S. ps

‘l Dr ift
32

? W 1% Ml to a c reek ( 2) L. S.

58 W 2% M
?
to p?L. S. ps

?
the head o f Is?

42 W .

27 W . Ml to p? o f F ie ld Is? p rarie L. S.z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

p ac caun [pecan — E u ] Trees Seen o n the S . S . Deer and
tu rkeys in grea t qu ant i ties o n the bank

7uly 1 8 04,

Set o u t ea rly a nd p ro ceded o n the left o f the I slands, two
o f wh ich are la rge a high bo ttom Situa ted o n the L . S .

passed the mo u th o f a Creek o n the S . S . ca l led Tu rqu ie

[Pa rques] Creike , a t th is place I o b served that the river wa s
Cro uded w ith D rift wo o d , and dangero u s to pass as this dead
t imber Co ntinued o n l y abo u t ha l f an o ur, I co nc luded that
Some I s la nd o f Dri ft had given way (3) passed a Creek o n

the L . S . ca l led Tu rkey C reek , a b ad Sand ba r o n the L . S .

we co u l d wi th dificuelty Stem the Cu rrent with o ur 20 o a rs 8:
and all the po les we had, passed a la rge I s l and o n the S . S .

Ca l led by the I ndia ns Wa u-ca r— ba w a r-cand—da o r the Bea r

M edesin I s land,
1

a t 1 2 o Clo ck landed o n the I s land a [nd
E D ] p u t up a mast whi ch deta ined u s fo u r ho u rs . a verry
ho t day w inds from the S . E . Geo rge D rewyer info rms that
the Lands he p assed th ro ugh , yesterday and to day o n the

S . S . was ve rry fi ne, few Springs, We camped after da rk o n

the S . S . abo ve the I s la nd 8: o ppo s i t the 1
“
o ld vi l lage o f the

Kauzes. wh i ch was Si tu a ted in a Va l ley , between two po in ts
o f high Land, a nd imedia tly o n the r ive r b ank , ba ck o f the

vi l lage a nd o n a riseing gro u nd a t abo u t o ne mi le The F rench
had a ga rriso n fo r some t ime and made u se o f water o u t o f a

1 Now K icka po o i sland, above Fo rt Lea venworth . Co ues (L. a nd C. , i, p .
64
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Spring runn ing into Tu rkey Creek .

1
a n extensi ve Pra rie , a s

the Cu rrent o f the rive r Sets aga inst the b a nke a nd washes it
away the la nding p lace fo r Bo a ts is indefferent . The high
lands abo ve the F i re ri ve r, appro a ches nea rer ea st, than be low,

being from 3 to 6 M i les dista nt and abo ve Kansas from 3 to

5 M iles distant and the H i l ls a t Some p la ces are from 1 60 to

1 80 feet abo ve the bo ttom

Co urse and dista nce 8: telfers‘“ Ju ly 2?

1% M
?
to a p? o n L. S. in a bend ( I )

2% M
?
to a p? o f a Lit: Is? o n S . S . pa ss? Is?

1% M
?
to a p? o n L. S. p si

1 Turkey Cr. (3)
o n the L. S . H igh Ld? o n S. S.

1% M
?
o n S. S. o f a n Is? o n S . S . (4)

Ml o n S . S. a po int ps? a run

2% M
“
o n S. S. p s

? head o f Is la nd
2 M ?

o n the S . S. ps
? Sw ift W a ter

1 1%

I
‘t
o ld v i llage Kansas

7uly 3
's? Tusday 1 804

Set out verry ea rl y th is mo rn ing and pro ceeded o n u nde r a
gent le B reeze from the S . passed two I s la nds (1 ) o ne a Sma l l
Wi l low I s land o n

“

the L . S . the o ther large
' Ca lled b y the

french I sle de Va che o r Cow I sland, o ppo s it the head o n the

S
.
S

. is a la rge Po nd co ntaing Beev er, 8: fowl , a bad Sand
b ar o n the S .

S . ab o ve the I s land , o n the L. S . we h a l ted a t

an o ld Tradeing ho u se [deserted], here .we fo und a verry fa t
ho rse, which appea rs to have been _

lo st a lo ng t ime, a bu tifull

sma l l ru n passes b a ck o f the T radeing ho u se near

'

the h igh
land, we came to a t a ro und bend o n the L . S . and camped

1 The B iddle text states that Lew is a nd Clark fo und some rema ins o f the French
fort ; th is was the po st amo ng the Kansa s Indians, tribu tary to Fo rt Chartres, w ith
a ga rriso n sent from New Orlea ns . In 1 757 it produced o ne hundred bundles o f
furs . See Bo uga

invi l le o n the French po sts , in Northern a nd Western Bounda ries of
Onta rio (T o ro nto , ED .
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Co urse D istance 8: refr? July 3rd

53
° W . 1 Ml o n the S. S.

50
° W . Ml do . do

1 8
°
E 1 Ml to a p? o n L . S. o ps? 2 Ids. ( 1 )

30
° W 84 M

l
to p? Left o f an Isl?

1 0
° W . Ml to p? L. S.

60
° W Ml to a p? o n the Island

78 W Mlto a p? L. S. a t H?
o f Is? (2)

S 56
° W 2% M

?
to a p

?
on S. S. o f M isso uri.

50
° W . 1 Ml o n the S. S .

N 45 E 3 M? to a p ? o n L. S . pa ss a Bar
1 2 E 54 Ml o n L. S. Camped

j uly Wednesday ,

ussered in the day by a disch a rge o f o ne sh o t from o ur Bow

piece, p ro ceeded o n, passed the M o u th o f a ( I ) Bayeau
l [e]ading from a la rge Lake o n the S . S . wh ich has the appea r
a nce o f being o nce the bend o f the ri ver 8: reaches p arrelel fo r
Severa l M i les Came to o n the L. S . to refresh o u r selves

Jo s . F iel ds go t bit by a Snake, wh i ch was qu i ck ly do ctered
w ith B a rk by Cap Lewis

1

(2) Passed a Creek 1 2 yd? w ide
o n L. S . comeing o ut o f a n extens ive Pra rie reching with in
200 ya rds o f the r iver, a s th is Creek has no name, and this
be ing the o f Ju l y the day o f the indep endance o f the

U S . ca l l it o f Ju l y 1 804 Creek , we dined (o n Co rn)
Cap

? Lewis wa l ked o n Sho re ab o ve th is Creek and disco vered
a h igh M o und from the to p o f wh ich he had an extens ive
View, 3 pa ths Co ncentering a t the mo un Saw great numbers
o f Go s l ings to day which Were nea rl y grown, the befo re
ment io ned Lake is Clea r a nd co nta in great quant i ties o f fi sh

and Gees 8: Go s l ings , The grea t quanti ty o f tho se fowl in
th is Lake induced me to Ca l l it the Gosling Lake, a Sma l l
C reek 8: severa l Sp rings run in to the Lake o n the E ast Side
from the h i l ls the land o n that Side verry go o d . (3)We came
to and camped in the lower edge o f a Pla in where the 2

?
o ld

1 A po u lt ice of bark and gunpowder wa s suffic ient to cure the wo und.

BIDDLE (i , p .
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the “ I ndians th at accompan ied M De Bo urgmo nt cro ssed to
the Ca nzes Vil lage o n flo a ts o f Cane 1

Tho se peo p le mu st have been verry no umero us a t tha t t ime

a s M ? De B: wa s a ccompan ied by 300 Warriers, 500 yo u ng
peo ple 8: 300 D o gs o f bu rthen o u t o f th is Vi l lage
The Cau se o f tho se I ndians M o v eing o ve r to the Kanzis

r iver I h ave neve r lern t . We passed Some bad Sand b a rs,
Si tuated p a rrelel to each o ther (I ) The B o a t tu rned tw i ce o n

the qu i ck Sand 8: o nce o n a raft o f D rift, No p ro uv eable

damage the Pra rie co ntinu o n the high land o n the L . S .

p assd a Sma l l C reek (2) o n L. S . in the fi rs t bend to the L . S .

I ca l l Ye l low O aker [Ochre — E D] Creek from a quant ity o f
tha t M ine ra l in a bank a l i ttle abo ve
The rive r c o ntinu s

‘

to fa l l a l ittle. I o bse rve grea t qu anti ty
o f Summer 8: fa l l Grapes , Berries 8:Wild ro ases o n the banks .

D eer is no t so plenty as useal, great Dee l o f E lk Sign . (Wind
from S . E . )

Co urse Distance 8: reifer? Ju ly 5.

N . 35
°

E 1 Ml o n S. S . o p s
?
the p l? o f o ld v i lg .

S 56
°

E 2 M ?
to L . p ? a eddey o n L. S.

Ea st 1 Ml o n L. S. Sevl Sa nd b ars ( I )
N 1 8

° W
.

2 M? to a p? o n S. S. o ps
?
a prarie p ? ( 2)

No rth 1 Ml o n the S. S.

S. 70
°

E 3 M ‘
to p? o f w i ll o n L. S.

IO

j uly Friday
We Set o u t ea r l y th is mo rn ing, w ind from the S . W .

p assed a l a rge Sand b ar in the I
" bend to the righ t . ( I ) passed

a Sma l l I s land a t the S . po int . o ppo s it the 3
5? p o int we passed

a Pra rie o n the S . S . ca l led Reev eys Pra rie a t this p l ace the

river is co nfined in a verry na rrow Channe l Cro uded by a Sa nd
b ar from the L . Po int , th is Sand bar is verry b ad, a t the

Po int from the S . S . is a verry extens ive b ar, a t the Po int o f
wh ich is a Sma l l Willow I s land, th is is ca l led the Grand Detour

of [or] Grea t bend (grea t bend is higher up )

1 The Rela t ion du vo yage o f Bo urgmo nt , wh ich is c ited by Le Page du Pra tz
in his Louisia ne

,
may b e fo und in Margry

’

s Découw . et éta bl. , vi , pp . 398-449. ED.
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I wa lked o n this Sand b ar a nd fo und the Sand was l i gh t,
w i th co l lect io n o f Sma l l pebb le , 8: Some Pit Co a l I o bse rve
tha t the men Swet mo re than is commo n from Some cau se, I
th ink the M isso u ris Water is the princi pal Ca use o ur hunters
Sent in 3 Bucks to day The river Sti l l fa l l a l i ttle

Co urse D ista nce 8: reffer? July 6 ?

N . 58
5,
E 1 Ml o n L. S. o p s? a Sand bar

No rth 3 M? a p? o n S. S. a n Is?

N. 1 09 W Ml o n S . S. o f Island
S. 76

9
E Ml

o n S. S . p s
? h? o f Isl? a Sa ndbar

S. 60
9
E ”A Ml to 21 W i llow p ? o n L. S.

N . 70
°

E I% M
?
o ver 2 Sand bar L. S. o p . Prar ie (2)

N 50 W 1 M ?
o n the L . S. p as

?
a Sand ba r

West 3 M? to a p? o n S. S. a Sand 8: (3) IS
?

1 2

j uly the Sa tturday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rl y passed Some Sw i ft Wa te r, wh ich o b l iged u s

to draw u p by ro ap es, a Sand bar a t the po in t ; o ppo s i t a

bu tifu ll Pra rie o n the S . Side ca l l? ( I ) S? M ichu l , th o se
Praries o n the rive r has ve rry mu ch the a ppearence o f fa rms

from the r iver D ivided by na rrow Strips o f wo o dland , which
wo o d la nd is Situa t? o n the runs leading to the river . passed
a Bluff o f Yellow

_

Clay ab o ve the Pra rie . Saw a la rge ra t o n

the bank .

1 Ki l led
-

a Wo l f. a t 4 o Clo ck pa ss a verry na rrow
pa rt o f the r iver wa ter co nf? in a bend no t mo re than 200

ya rds wide a t th is pla ce the Cu rren t runs aga inst the L . Side.

No Sand to Co nfine the Cu rrent o n the S . S . passed a Small
sand I s land abo ve

,
the Sma l l Isld? Situa ted a t the po ints , in

low wa te r fo rms a pa rt o f the Sa nd ba rs makeing o u t from tho se
po in ts Incamp ed o n the S . S . a t 7 o Clo ck a vio lent Ghust
o f Wind from the N . E w i th Some ra in, which lasted ha l f an
ho u r (G D . i nfo rms me that he Saw in a Po nd o n the S . S .

which we passed yeste rda y , a numbe r o f yo ung Swans o ne

1 The w o o d-ra t (Neotoma florida na ) , unknown to sc ience unt i l thus disco vered b y
Lew is and C lark . Its ident ifica t io n is furn ished by Ga ss, who says tha t it ha s ha ir o n
its ta i l . GOUES (L. a nd C. , p . 40 , note
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man verry s i ck, Stru ck w ith the Sun
, Cap? Lewis b led him

8: gave Ni ter wh ich ha s revived him mu ch

Co urse D istance 8: reffr? Ju ly 7th

N . 40
9

E . 2 M . o n the S. p? o ver a Sand bar.
76

9

E 3 M ?
to a p? o n the L. S. a S? bar

N . 50
°

E 1% M? to a pra r ie o n S. S. ( I )
30

9 W I Ml o n the L. S. a Blufl
'

o n S . S.
76

°

Ml o n the L. S .

S . 66
°

E 2 M ‘
. to a p? o n S. S . a Sand bar

74
9 Ml? o n the S. S. o ps“.l a ye llow c liff

45
° Ml o n the S. S.

70
°

E 2 M? to a p
?
o n L. S . a Sand ba r

14

j uly the 8
“ Sunday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rl y passed a Sma l l Creek o n the S . S . a nd two

( 1 ) Sma l l I s lands o n the S . S . fiv e men Sick to day w ith a

vio lent head ake 8:c. We made some a rrangemen ts a s to

p ro vis io ns 8: M esses , Came to fo r Dinner a t the l owe r p o int
o f a very la rge I

'

s la nd Situa ted nea r the S . S . afte r a de lay o f
two ho u rs we passed a na rrow Ch anne l o f 45 to 80 yds w ide
five mi les to the M o u th o f (3) Nadawd [now No daway] Ri'ver ,
This r iver Co rns in from the No rth and is nav agab le fo r Pero
gues Some dis tance . it is abo u t 70 ya rds w i de a l ittle abo ve
the mo u th , a t the mo u th no t so w i de, the mud o f the Gut

runn ing o u t o f the M isso urie is th rown and Settles in the

MOu th h a l f a mi le higher up th is Channe l o r gu t is the u ppe r
po int o f the Sa i d I s l and , Th is I s la nd is Ca l led Nadawa

, 8: is

the la rgest I have Seen in the 'riv er, co n ta in ing 7 o r 8000 a cres
o f La nd Se ldom o ver flowed we Camped a t the head o f th is
I s land o n the S . S. o ppo sit the head o f o ur Camp is a Sma l l
I s la nd nea r the M iddle o f the river, r iver St i l l fa l l ing. o ur

flank pa rty did no t j o in us th is even ing
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exerci se the i r own judgment ; they sha l l a llso po int o ut wh a t
pa rt, a nd what p ro po rt io n o f the mess pro vis io ns are to be co n

sumed a t each sta ted mea l ( i . e . ) mo rn ing, no o n and n ight ; no r

is a ny man a t any t ime to take o r co nsume any pa rt o f the mess

p ro vis io ns w itho u t the p rivity, know ledge and co nsent o f the

Superin tendant . The superintendant is a lso hel d respo ns ib le
fo r a ll the co o king u tensels o f his mess . in co ns idera tio n o f

the du t ies impo sed b y th is o rder o n Thompso n, Wa rner, a nd
Co l l ins, they w i l l in fu tu re be exempt from gu a rd du ty, tho

’

they w i l l sti l l be he l d o n the ro yster fo r that duty
,
and the i r

regu la r to u r sha l l be perfo rmed by some o ne o f thei r risp ective
messes ; they are exemp ted a lso from p itch ing the tents o f the

mess, co l lecting fi rewo o d , and fo rks po les 8:c fo r co o king and

dry ing su ch fresh mea t as may be fu rn ished them ; tho se dut ies
are to be a lso perfo rmed by the o ther members o f the mess .

M . LEWI S
Wf,‘ CLARK

[ Cla rk 7uly Monday 1 8 04

o ne man Sent ba ck to the river we passed last n i ght to Bla se

[notch] a tree w ith a View to no t i fy the pa rty o n Sho re o f o u r

pa ss ing Set o ut a nd passed the head o f the ( 1 ) I s land which
was Si tuated o ppo s it to o u r Camp last n igh t a Sand b a r a t the
head (2) o p s

?
this I s land a Creek o r B ayane coms in from a

la rge Po nd o n the Sta rbo a rd S ide, as o ur flanking pa rty saw

grea t numb ers o f Pike in th is Po nd, I have la id it down w ith
th a t name anex

’

d, a t 8 oClo ck the w ind Sh ifted from the

N . E . to S . W . and it commenced ra in ing. (3) a t Six M i les
passed the mo u th o f Creek o n the L . S . ca l led M o n ter

’

s [M on

ta in
’

s] Creek , ab o u t tw o mi le abo ve is some Cab ins where
o ur B owman 8: Severa l frenchmen Camp? two yea rs ago

1

(4 ) passed an I s l and o n the S . S . in a Bend o f the ri ver Oppo
sit some Cl ifts o n the L . S . the Wind Shifted to the N W
o ppo s it th is I s l and and o n the L . Side , (Lo up) o r Wolf Ri‘ver
coms in , th is river is ab ou t 60 ya rds w ide a nd heads wi th the

1 F lo yd here remarks : Pa ssed a prarie on the So uth Side whare severa l French
familey s had setled and made Co rn Some Years ago Stay ed two years th e Indians
Came Freckentley to See them a nd wa s verry frendley .

— ED.
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wa ters o f the Kansis, and is nav agable fo r Perogues
“ Some

distance up Camped at a po in t o n the L . S . o ppo s it the

head o f the I s l and, o ur pa rty was incamp ed o n the Oppo s i t
Side, thei r no t answe ring o ur s igna ls Cau sed u s to Su spect
the perso ns Camped o ppo s i t to u s was a War pa rty o f So ux,
we fi red the Bow p iece to a la rm the pa rty o n Sho re

,
a lled

p repa red to o pp o se i f attacted

Co urse D istance 8: refr? July 1 804

60
° W 1% M? to up . p? o f Is? p s? a Creek S S ( I ) ( 2)

20
° W 3% M

?
to p? S. S. ps

? p ? 8: Sa nd ba r S. S.

8 2
° W 3% M

?
to p ? S. S. ps

?
sand, 8: a Creek L . S. ( 3)

68
° W 5% M? to p?L. S . pa

? Wo lf R. L. S. o ps
? Is? (5)

1 4

j uly Tuesday 1 8 04

Set o ut ea r ly this M o rn ing and cro ss? the r iver with a view
to See who the pa rty was tha t Camped o n the o ther Side, we

so o n disco vered them to be o u r men, pro ceeded o n passed a
Pra rie o n the L . S . a t 4 M iles passed a creek L . S . ca l led

(I ) Papp ie [Pap e
’

s Creek] a fter a man who ki l led h imse lf a t its
mo u th

, th is Creek is 1 5 yds w i de (2) Dined .o n an Isl? ca l led
de Sa lamin [Solomon

’

s I sland] . De layed 3 ho u rs o n th is I s land
to recru i t the men Oppo s i t o n the L . S . is a bu tifull bo ttom

Pla in o f ab o u t 2000 a cres 3) co vered with wi l d rye 8: Po ta
to es [ground app le p omme de terre] ,

1 intermix’t with the gra ss,
We camped o n the S . S . o ppo s it a ye l low Clay Cl i ft, Cap ?

Lewis kil led to yo ung Gees o r Go s l ings this even ing. The

men o f the pa rty gett ing better, bu t muc h fa tigu ed . The rive r
o n a s tand . The b o ttom is verry extens ive o n the S . S . a nd

th ickly intersp erced wi th Vines .

The H igh Land appro aches nea r the river o n the L . S . and

well
'

timbered next to the river, ba ck o f tho se h i l ls the Pla ins
commence .

1 Apparent ly the plant here referred to was Psora lea esculenta , the tubers of

which had lo ng been used as fo od by the India ns and vo yageurs o f the No rth
west . ED.
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Co urse D istance 8: refr? July 1 0
l b

N . 80
° W . 3% M

?
to pl S. S . pass? a Sand bar

N 19
°

E . 2 M? to p?L. S. ps
?
a Creek ( 1 )

No rth 54 Ml to Low p? o f an Isl? (2)
S . 80

° W. 54 Ml to p? o n Left o f an ”Is? o p s
?

N 50 W . 1% M
? to p? o n L. S. passed S? bar

N 83 W. 2 M ?
to a p? o n S. S. Is? (5)

IO

j
‘
uly Wednesday 1 8 04

Set ou t ea rl y passed a Wil low I s land ( 1 ) in a bend o n the

S . IS. b ack o f th is I s land a Creek coms in ca l led by the

I ndians Ta r-ki—o I Went o n Sho re abo ve th is Creek and

wa l ked up p arrelel w ith the r iver a t abo u t ha lf a mi le dista nt ,
the b o ttom I found low 8: Subj ect to o ver flow,

St i l l fu rther
o ut, the unde r gro th 8: vines wer So thick that I co u l d n o t

get thro : w i th ease after wa lk ing ab o u t th ree o r 4 m i les I
o bserved a fresh h o rse tra ck where he had been feeding I
tu rned my co u rse to the ri ver and p ro sud the track and fo und
him o n a Sand bea ch This ho rse Pro bab l y had been left by
Some pa rty o fOtteau s hunters who wintered o r hun ted in th is
qu arter l ast fa l l o r Wint? I jo ined the p a rty o n a la rge Sa nd
I s land imedea tely o ppo si t the mo u th o f"Ne M a how [Nimb
haw] Rive r, a t wh i ch p lace they had Camped , th is I s land is
Sand ab o u t ha l f o f it co vered w ith Sma l l Wi l lows o f two dif
ferent kinds, o ne na rrow 8: the o ther a Bro ad Leaf. Severa l
hunters sent o ut to day o n bo th Sides o f the river, Seven Deer
ki l led to day , Drewy er ki l led six o f them,

made some Luner
o bserva tio ns th is even ing.

Co urse Distance 8: refr‘. Ju ly I l l?

N . 30
° W 3 M .

‘
to the head o f a W il low Is? ( I ) in a bend to S. S .

W est 2% M .

’
to Low .

r p ? o f a Sand 13“ o n the S. S . ps
?
p?S. S. (2)

No rth Ml o n the N. S ide o f Is? 8: Camped.

6 M iles
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comp leted Som o bserva t io ns. Tri [e]d a ma n (W . C . ) fo r
Sleeping o n his Po st 8: inspected the a rms amunitio n 8:c . o f

the pa rty fo u nd a ll complete
,
To o k Some Luner Observa

t io ns . three Deer ki l led to day .

Lat? 39
°

55
'
56

" N.

[Orderly B o o k ; L ew is Camp Nerw Isla nd j uly 1 8 04 .

A Co u rt ma[r]t ia l co ns isting o f the two commanding o ffi cers
w i l l co nvene th is day at 1 OCk . P.M . fo r the tria l o f su ch
priso ners as may be b ro ugh t befo re them ; o ne o f the co u rt
w i l l act as Judge Advo ca te.

[ Cla rk :]
The Commanding oflicers, Cap?

’ M . Lewis 8: W . Cla rk
co nst i tu ted themse lves a Co urt M a rtia l fo r the t ria l o f suc h
priso ners a s are Guilty o f Capa ta l Crimes, and u nder the ru les
a nd a rt i c les o fWa r pun ishab le by DEATH .

Alexander Willa rd was b ro ugh t foward Cha rged w i th Ly ing

down a nd Sleep ing on his p ost w hilst a Sentina l, on the Night o f

the 1 1
th Insta nt (by Jo hn Ordwa y Sergean t o f the Gua rd)

T o this Cha rge the p riso ner p leads Guilty of Ly ing D own,

a nd Not Guilty ,
of Going to Sleep .

The Co u rt afte r Du l y Co ns i dering the evidence aduced, a re

o f o p p inio n that the P risoner Alex? r Wil lard is gu i l ty o f every
pa rt o f the Cha rge exh ib ited aga inst him. it be ing a b reach
o f the rules and a rti c les o fWa r (as we l l a s tending to the pro b
ab le distructio n o f the pa rty) do Sentience him to rece i ve One
hundred la shes, on his bea r ba ck, a tfour difi

’
erent times in egua lp ro

p ortion. and Order that the pun ishment Commence thi s even
ing a t Sunset, and Co nt inu e to be infl i cted (by the Gua rd)
ev ery even ing unt i l l Completed
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[ C la rk 7u1y Friday 1 8 04

Set o u t a t Sun ri se, a nd pro s
?
o n under a gent le Breeze, a t

two M iles passed the mo u th o f a Sma l l r ive r o n the S . S .

ca l led by the I ndians
‘Z
’

a r-ki—o,
1

a channe l runn ing o u t o f the

river th ree mi les abo ve (wh i ch is now fi l led up Wi th Sand)
runs into th is Creek and fo rmed a I s la nd Ca l led S? 70sephs
Seve ra l Sa nd ba rs p a rralel to each o the r abo ve . In the fi rst
bend to the left is Si tu a ted a Bu tifull 8: extens ive pla in , co ver

’

d

w i th Gra ss resemb l ing Timo thy excep t the - Seed wh ich re

semb les F lax Seed, this pla in a lso abo unds in Grapes o f

defferent kinds Some nea rl y ripe, I Ki l led two Go s l ings
nea rly Grown , Severa l o thers Ki l led and co ugh t o n Sho re ,
a lso o ne o ld Go o se, w i th p in fethers , she Cou l d no t fly . a t

abo u t 1 2 M iles pass? a I s land Situa ted in a bend . o n the S . S .

ab o ve this I s land is a l a rge Sa nd b ar Co vered w ith w i l lows,
The wind from the South, Camped o n a l a rge Sand Bar

makeing o ut from the L. S? o ppo si t a h igh handsom Pra rie,
the hills ab o u t 4 o r 5 M i les o n S . S . th is p la in ap p eard exten
s ive, the Cl o uds appea r to geather to the N . W . a mo st

agreeab le Breeze from the So u th (I wa l ked o n Sh o re o n the

S . S . the lands are low Subj ect to o verflow)
Last nigh t a t abo u t 10 o c lo ck a Vio lent Sto rm o f wind

from the N . N . E wh ich l a sted w i th Grea t v io lence fo r abo ut

o ne ho u r, at wh ich t ime a Shower o f ra in Su cceeded .

Co urse Dista nce 8: Refll’? Ju ly 13
th

8
°
E . 1 Ml to p? o n S . S. ps

? S? Isl?

28
° E 3% M

?
to p? o n L. S. ps

? Riv . 8: Is? ( 1 )
70

° W 3 M ?
to p? o n S. S.

‘

o ps
?
a pra r ie ( 2)

46
° W . 1% Ml o n S. S. o p s

?
the Prarie 8: a H i ll

. 3o
‘ W . 1% M? to a p

l
o n L. S.

45
° W . 4% M

? to 21 pl o n L . S. ps
?
a n Is? (3)

66
° W . 3% M

? to a p? o n S. S.

8
° W . 2 M? to a p? o n L. S. a Sand Is?

20% M i les

z

m
z

z

2

2

2

2

1 The Big T ark io , according to B iddle this is a lso its present name . ED .
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The men o n Sho re d id n o t j o in u s th is after no o n . The

river nea r ly o n a Sta nd the h igh l ands o n the S . S . has o n l y
been seen a t a Distance abo ve the No rdaway Ri ver, th o se o n

the L . S . app ro a ch ing the river a t every bend, o n the Side
next to the river wel l t imbered, the Op s

? Side o pen 8: the

Commencm? o f Pla ins .

j uly Sa tturday 1 804

Some ha rd Showers o f ra in this mo rn ing p revented o ur

Setting o u t un t i l l 7 oClo ck, a t ha lf p a st Sev en, the a tmisp ?

became Sudenly da rkened by a b lack and disma l l o o king
Clo ud , a t the t ime we were in a Si tu a tio n (no t to be
nea r the upper po int o f the Sand I s land , o n whi ch we lay , and
the o pp o s it Sho re, the ba nk was fa l l ing in a nd l ined w i th snags
as far as we co u ld See down, in th is Situat io n the Sto rm
wh ich pass? o ver a n o pen Pla in from the N . E . S tru ck the o ur

bo at o n the Sta rb ? qu a rter, and wo u ld have thrown her up o n

the Sand I s land dashed to p ices in an I nstant
,
had no t the

pa rty leeped o u t o n the Leward Side and kept her o ff w ith
the ass istance o f the aneker 8: Cab le

, unti l l the Storm was

o ver, the waves washed o ver her w indwa rd Side and she

must h ave fi l led w ith wa ter i f the L ockers wh i c h is [had no t

been — ED] co vered w i th Ta rp oling 8: th rew o f the Wa ter 8:
p revented any quant ity getting in to B ilge o f the Bo a t In this
Si tua tio n we Co nt inued ab o u t 40 M inits . when the Sto rm
Sudenly Seased and the r iver become Instancetaniou sly as

Smo th as Glass .

The two p erogu[e]s dureing this Sto rm was in a S imi la r
s i tua tio n wi th the b o a t abo u t ha l f a mi le abo ve . The wind
sh ifted to the S . E . 8: we Sa i led up passed a Sma l l (1 ) Isld
Situa ted o n the S . S . a nd Dined 8: co ntinued two ho u rs, men

examine th e i r a rms abo u t a M ile ab o ve th is I s land , passed a
Sma l l Tradeing fo rt o n the S . S . wh ere, M ? Bennet o f S? Lo u is
Traded w ith the Otteaus 8: Pan is two yea rs . I went o n

Sho re to Sh o o t Some Elk o n a Sand b ar to the L . S . I fi red
a t o ne bu t did no t get him, Went o u t into a la rge extens ive
b o ttom the greater pa rt o f wh ich o ver flows, the pa rt that
do se no t o ver flow,

is ri ch and wel l timbered, Some Sma l l
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [July 1 6

th is Creek ab o u t an h o u r, I swam a cro ss and pro ceeded o n

abo ut 3 mi les a nd ha l ted to wa i te fo r the b o a t, which was some

dista nce bel ow. In a ll th is days march thro wo o ds 8: Praries,
I o n l y Saw th ree Deer 8: 3 fawns . I had a t o ne pa rt o f the

Pra r ie a verry extens ive view o f all the Co untrey a ro u nd u p
a nd down the river a Co ns ide rab le distance, o n the Lae S‘

l

o ne co nt i nu ed Pla in, o n the S . S . Some t imber o n the ba nk o f

the river, fo r a Sho rt distance b ack o f th is t imber is a bo ttom

Pl a in o f fo u r o r fi ve mi les ba ck to the h i l ls a nd u nder the
h i l ls between them 8: the river this p la in appea red to extend
20 o r 30 mi les, th o se H i l ls h ave bu t l i tt le t imber

,
and the

Pla in appea rs to Co ntinue ba ck o f them. I saw Grea t qu ant i
t ies o f Grapes, Plums o f 2 kinds , Wild Cherries o f 2 Kinds,
H az e lnu ts , and Go o sberries .

We Camped in a po int o f wo o ds o n the La rb o a rd S . o p s
?
a

l a rge I s land .

Co urse D ist ? 8: refi ? July 1 5
th

1 804.

N . 30
° W M ?

to a p? o n a W i llow Is‘.1 o n the L. S . pa ssed the
head o f the la rge Is‘? o n S. S. ( I )

N . 70
° W o f a Ml to L. pf o n S‘? Is‘.1 the bo a t Passed to the

L. S. H i lls p rojects to ri ver
N . 89 W . M o f 3 ml to a pf o f S

‘! Is“, the H i lls here lea ve the

river.
N . 8 8

° W . o f a M ile to a p
‘
. o n ma in Sho re L . S . o p po si t 3 Sand

ba r. to ok Mcd'.l a lt ‘.l OL. L .

West M? to a p? o n S. S. o p p o s i t to wh ich the h i lls aga in
to uch the r i ver.

N 45
? W. M ?

to the M o uth o f Na-ma -ba r creek in a bend to

L. S. ( 2) o ps
‘
.

i Low pf o f S
‘! bar.

N . 30
9

E M
.

‘
to 3 pt . o n L. S. a Deep bend to the right below

the p?
N . 1 5

°
E. M l to the lower p? o f a Is? east o f th is Is‘! is Sa id to

be a Po nd.

994

Monday 1 8 04.

Set o ut this mo rning verry ea rly and pro ceeded o n u nder
a gent le b reeze from the S p assed the u pper po int o f the

I s land, an extens ive Pra rie o n the L . S . passed a la rge (1 )
[ 80 ]
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I s land Ca l led F a ir Sun Is? a Sma l l Wil low Isl? a t the lower
po in t .o n the L. S. , the bo a t pass? o n the L. S . o f th ose
I s lands Severa l Sma l l Sand I s lands in the Cha nne l

,
the Bo a t

run o n the po int o f a Snag, (2) passed a p lace abo ve the

I s land, L. S . where abo u t 20 a cres o f the h i l l has l a tte rl y
S l iped into the rive r, abo ve a c l i ft o f Sand Sto ne fo r abo u t two
mi les, the reso rt o f bu rds o f Differen t kinds ‘

to rea re the i r
yo u ng. (5) Passed a Wil low I s l and in a D eep bend to the

S . S . o ppo s i t the river is abo u t two mi les w ide, and no t verry
Deep as the Snags may be Seen a cro ss

, sca tte ring, passed
the Lower po in t o f an I s land ca l led by F , C/za utzin [Cha uf

ve

B land]
l Situated o ff the L . Po int o ppo s i t a n extens ive Pra rie

o n the S . S . Th is Pra rie I ca l l Ba ll [Ba l d — E u ] p a ted
P ra rie, from a range o f Ba l l H i l ls p arrelel to the river 8: a t

from 3 to 6 mi les distant from it, and extends as far up 8:

D own as I can See . We Camped in a po int o f Wo o ds o n

the S. S . abo ve the Lower po int o f the I s land .

'

river fa l l ing.

Co urse Distan ce 8: ref.r July 1 6“

N . 70
9 W . a M? to a p ? o n the left o f the Is? o ppo s?

N. 35. W. 1% M .

‘
to a bend L. S. in Pra rie o p s

? h? o f Is?

30
9

E I M? to to the Lowf pf o fWil: Is? o ff L . pf ( 1 )
40

° W X M? to p ? o n sa
? Island

N. 30
° W. 2 M? to a pfS. o f a Sm. Is? on S . S. p s

?
pfL. S.

i s
?

E. M1 to pf o f Go od Sun Is? ps? W Is? ( 2)
35

9 W . 54 Ml to L . S. Sm:W: Is? ps
?
a Sm. W . Is? ( 3)

N . 1 5
9 W M?o n L. S . H igh Land Ne ,

r Sho re
38

9 W 54 M
1 to p Left o f Is? ps? Sm. W. Is? L. S.

54
? W Ml to p? Sm. W. Is? o n the S? o f the Is?

38
9 W M1 to p L. S. to ok a lt? La t . 20

’
1 2

"

N . 52
‘ W M! to p ? o f the Is? o p s

? H igh Land.

50
9 W . M' to pf o n L. S. abo ve h? o f Is? (4)

58
9 W. 2 M .

‘
to p

t
o n S. S. ps

? Sahd Sto ne Cl ifts
No rth . M? o n the S. po int
N 40

9
E 6 M .

‘
to the up .

r p? o f a w o od in the bend to the S. S.

abo ve the Low .

rPo int o f a Isl? L. S. a pra r ie
a bo ve 8: Som ba l l Hills a t ab .

t
4 M .

“

(I ca ll?
Ba ll H i ll Pra rie)

1 The Biddle text says (i , p .
'

z 7) , ca l led by the French l‘ Isle Chance [a mis
print fo r Chauve] , o r Bald Is land.

“
ED.

vox. L — 6 [ 8 1 1
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Tuerday 1 8 04. Ba ld pa red Pra rie

We co nc luded [to ] lay by a t th is p la ce to day to fix the

La ttitude 8: Lo ngi tude o f th is pla ce (to Co rrect the cro nom

eter run do wn Sunday) Severa l men o u t by da y l ight hu nt
ing , Cap

? Lewis co ncl
?
to ride o u t to Neesfi—na /z-na - to-na

Creek wh ich passes u nder the b a l l h i l ls nea r th is pla ce a nd a t

o ne p la ce a l ittle abo ve this Camp is wi th in 300 y a rds o f

the M isso urie o n this Creek grows Some few trees o f c ake

Wa lnu t 8: M u lberry .

I to o k M eridean a ltitude o f OL . L . (43
°

27 wh ich made
the La ttitude 4o

°
— 27

'

5
" No rth . Wind from the So u th

E . Severa l o f the pa rty mu c h infl i cted with tumers o f different
kinds, Som o f wh ich is verry tro ublesom, and dificcelt to cu re .

Cap? Lew is retu rned .in the even ing, he Saw Som handsom
Co u ntrey , 8: Says tha t the a fo resa i d Creek is rap id mu ddy and

runn ing. This Creek wh i ch [w/zere ize saw it] is a t 1 0 o r 1 2

from its mo u th , w ithin 300 yd
?

o f the r ive r [M in i] is a t least
25 [1 6] fo o t Lowe r than the river .1 The h igh Lands from
o ur Camp in th is Ba ld Pa ter! Pra rie bea rs N 25

? W . up the R .

To ok e qua l a lt itudes

A. M . 7 h
- xo m 8 5 P. M . 4 h - 4 m -

38

- 1 5
- 28 - 6 3

“ 52 “

55 “

7
‘ 24

Alt i tude 69
°

36
’

o o

To ok Suns Azmo th, w i th Comp ? 8: Sextent 8: Time

T ime

. 45

h

5 .

m

23 .

.

ro

Set.

N . 84
° W. 26

°

35
'
30

”
5 - 59 20

o b served the Mo o n Q 8: Spica Star West

1 The Biddle text say s, at least six feet bel ow the leve l of the M isso uri. " — ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [July 1 9

Co urse distance 8: reff er? July 1 8 th

N. 28
? W . M ?

to a Curve in the bank passed a bend o f the

Is? ( 8: Severa l Sand ba rs ( I )
S W M? to pf o n S. S. ps

?
the head o f the Is? o n L . S. ( o ne

back in bend ( 2)
S. 32

9 W . M?
o n S. p ,

‘

p s
?
a Sa nd bar

S. 8 8
9 W X M? o n S . S. W ind S . W.

SS
9 W M!o n S. S.

N. 4 8
? W Ml? to a pf o n L. S. ps

?
3 Sa nd ba r L. S.

64
9 W M .

‘
to a p? o n S. S. low ba n ks o n L. S. ( 2) a n Is

? S. S. (3)
50

? W 3 M ?
to a pf o n S . S. o p s

?
a red bank o n L. S. Some

I ro n (4)
8
9
E 1 54 M

“
to p ? o n L. S. o p s

?
a Sma ll Isl? in the river o ne

1 8 ( abo ve (5)

The Creummo te r to o Slow 6 min its 5 1 seco nds 8: a lt itude o f

the No rth Star >i< la st n ight a t IOh 23m 1 8 s wa s 8 1
°

9
’

1 9
“ Thurrday 1 8 04.

Set o u t ea r l y passed b etween two sma l l I s lands, o ne in the

M iddle o f the rive r, the o ther c lo se o n the L . S . o ppo s i t a
pra rie S . S . ca l led (I ) by the french F our le tourtre, The B akers
o ven I s lands. passed (2) Some h igh cl ift 4% M i les abo ve
the I s la nds o n the L . S . o f y e l low ea rth passed Severa l Sa nd
b a rs , that [were] wi de and a t o ne p lace ver ry Sha l low (two
Sma l l bu tifull runs fa l ls in to the r iver nea r each o th er a t th is
Cl i ft

,
a Deer Li ck 200 ya rds up the Lowest o f th o se runs

head a t no grea t distance in the p la ins and pass thro : Scirts

[skirts] o f t imber to the river . In my wa l k o n Sho re I fo und
Some o re in the b a nk abo ve tho se runs wh ich I take to be
I ro n o re . (3) a t this p lace the Side o f the h i l ls has s l i ped
ab ou t ha lf way into the river fo r o f a M ile fo rming a Cl ift
from the to p o f the h i l l ab o ve . In the fi rst bend to the right
passed a Sma l l I s land a Sand b ar o ppo s i t, wo rthey o f remark
a s We app ro a ch this grea t River Pla tt the Sand ba rs mu ch
mo re numero us and the qu i ck o r mo v eing Sands mu c h wo rst
than they were below a t the pla ces where Praries appro a ch the
river

,
it is ve rry w i de th o se pla ces be ing mu ch ea s ier to wa sh

8: u nder mine than the Wo o d Land’s . (4 ) passed a Wil low

[ 84 ]
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Is?l s i tu a ted nea r the mi dd le o f the river, and a l a rge Sand
makeing o u t from the S . S . a Deep bend to the L . S . we

camped a t the head o f th is I s land o n the Sta rbo a rd Side o f it,
1

H unters Ki l led Two Deer
:
Saw great numbers o f yo ung

Gees, Rive r fa l l ing a l i ttl e .

Co urse D istance 8: reff‘ July
No rth o f a M1 to Low ? pf

o f a Is? L. S. ( I )
N 1 0

9 W ‘

1% M .

’
to p? o n L. S. sa nd b ar ps

? Is? ( 1 )
N . W I M}o n the L. S. a sa nd ba r o n S. S.

N 85
° W . 2 M .

‘
to p

?
o n S. S. o ps

? H igh la nd (2)
N 8 2

° W . Ml to the Mo : o f a run in bend L. S. (3)
N 13

° W. 2% M'
to pfL. S. p s

?
Sl i ped bank (3)

( a Isla nd o n S. S. a run L S.

N 54
° W. 3 M ?

to a p? o n S. S. o ps
? Some Cl ifts pass? a

1 034
W il? Is’. in a Deep bend o n the L. S. a Sand
bar S. S. (4)

Friday 1 8 04

a co o l mo rn ing pa ssed a la rge Wi l low I s land ( I ) on the S .

S . and the mo u th o f Creek ab o u t 25 yds wi de o n the L . S .

ca l led by the french l
’

Eue que [L
’

Edu qui] p leure, o r the Wa ter
which cry’s [w eep ing w a ter] , th is Creek fa l ls into the river
abo ve a Cli ft o f b rown Cl ay o ppo s it the Willow I s la nd , I
went o u t abo ve the mo u th o f this Creek and wa l ked the

grea ter pa rt o f the day thro : Pla ins interspersed wi th sma l l
Gro ves o f Timber: o n the b ranches, and some scattering trees
abo u t the heads o f the ru ns, I Ki l led a verry la rge ye l low
Wo l f

, The So i l o f tho se Praries appea rs ric h bu t mu ch
Pa rched w ith the frequent fires . after I re tu rned to the Bo at
we p ro ceeded a ro und a l a rge Sand bar makeing o u t from
the

,

L . S . o p s
?
a fo unta in o f wa te r comeing o u t o f a h i l l L . S .

and affo rding wa te r Suflicent to tu rn a mi l l . The Praries as

far as I was o u t appea red to be we l l wate red , wi th sma l l Streems
o f runn ing wa ter Serj

f Pryo r 8: Jo . F ields b ro ugh t in two

Deer this even ing . a verry Pleasent Breeze from the N . W
a ll n igh t . river fa l l ing a l ittle . I t is wo rthey o f o bserva tio n
to ment io n tha t o u r Pa rty has been mu ch hea lthier o n the

1 A l itt le abo ve the present site of Nebra ska City, Neb . COUES (L. a nd C. ,
i
,

p. 49)
[ 8 5
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Vo yage than pa rties o f the same number is in any o ther Si tu a
t io n . Tumers have been tro ub lesom to them a ll.

Co urse D istance 8: ref? Ju ly

N 1 8
‘

E 3 M ?
to a pf o n L. S. ps

?
a W il: Is? o n S . S. a

Creek o n L. SB ( 1 )
N . 48? E 2% M

?
to a pf o n S. S. o f an Isl? o ps

?
the up

' p‘. o n
2
? Is? wh ich is di v ided from it by a narrow
Cha n! a Deep bend to S. S.

N . 5
? W 3 M! to a Lb ? pf o f a n Island

No rth 6 M’
to the p? o f an Is? o n L . S. o f sm.

N 1 8
? W 3% M .

‘ to a pf o n L S. high La nd ps? the head o f

1 8 a n Is? abo ve is a large Sa nd ba r o n L.

S . ( 2)

F rom th is even ings encampment a ma n may wa l k to the

Pa n i [Pawnee] Vi l lage o n the S bank o f the Pla tt River in two

days, and to the Ottea us in o ne day ,
1

a ll tho se I ndi ans a re

Si tuated o n the So uth ba nk o f the Pla tt River, a s tho se I ndians
a re now o u t in the Praries fo l lowing 8: H u nt ing the buffalow,

I fea r we w i l l no t see them.

Sa tturdaj 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rly under a gentle b reez e from the S . E . pro ceeded
o n ve rry we l l , pa ssed ( 1 ) a w i l l ow I s land o n the L . S . Oppo si t
a bad Sa nd bar, Some high lands co ve red wi th t imber L . S .

in this h i l l is l imesto ne and semented ro ck o f she ls 8:c (2) in

high water the o ppo s it Side is cu t thro : by severa l Sma l l
ch annels , fo rm ing Sma l l I s lands , a l a rge Sa nd b ar o ppo s it the
H i l l

,
at 7 oClo ck the w ind lu led a nd it Commns

’

d ra in ing,
a rr ived a t the lower M o u th o f the Grea t River P la tt a t 1 0

o Clo ck, (ab o u t 3 m? abo ve the H i l l o f wo o d land) the Same

range o fH igh la nd co n t inu s w ith in o f a mi le o f the M o u th
be low This Grea t ri ve r be ing mu ch mo re rap id than the

M isso u rie fo rces its Cu rrent aga inst the o ppo s i t Sho re . The

Cu rrent o f this r iver comes w i th grea t v elo sity ro leing its Sands
into the M isso u ri , fi l l ing up its Bead 8: Compe l l ing it to in
cro ach o n the S [Nortlz] Sh o re . we fo und grea t dificuelty in

1 Ga ss ment io ns, as a lso l iving on the Pla tte, “ the Lo o s [French, Loupr], o r W o lf

Indians.
— ED.
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1714 1} Sunda y 1 8 04.

Set o u t verry ea rl y w ith a V iew o f Getting Some Si tu a t io n
ab o ve in t ime to take equ a l a l t i tudes a nd take o bserva t io ns , a s
we l l a s o ne Ca l cu lated to make o u r pa rty Comfo rtab le in a

Si tua tio n where they Co u l d receve the benefit o f a Sh ade .

passed a la rge Sand bar o ppo s it a Sma l l r ive r o n the L . S . a t

3 mi les abo ve Pla t t Ca l led Papi l l io n, o r Bu tterfly Creek a

Sand b ar 8: a Wil low I s land o ppo s it a Creek 9 M
!

abo ve the
Pla tt o n the S . S . Ca l led M orgueton Creek Pra rie o n bo th
Sides o f the river, Came to o and fo rmed a Camp o n the S . S .

abo ve a Sma l l Wi l low I s land, and o ppo s i t the fi rst H i l l wh i ch
ap ro ach the rive r o n the L. S . and co vered wi th timber o f Oake
Wa lnu t E lm 8:c. 8:c.

This be ing a go o d S itua tio n and mu ch nea rer the Otteau s
town than the M o u th o f the Pla tt, we Co ncluded to de lay a t
th is p la ce a fi ew days a nd Send fo r Some o f the Chiefs o f tha t
nat io n, to let them know o f the Change o f Go vernmen t the
w i shes o f o ur go vernment to Cu lt iva te friendsh ip w i th them,

the Obj ects o f o u r j o u rny and to p resent them wi th a flag and

Some Sma l l p resents .

Some o f o u r Pro vis io ns in the F rench Perogue be ing wet it
became necessa ry to Dry them a fiew days. w ind ha rd from
N W . five Deer Ki l led to day . the river rise a l i tt le.

The Co urse 8: D istance from the Plate river to Camp 15
? W

1 0 M iles, ps? 3 p ts. L S. 8: 2 S. S.



PLATTE TO VERM I LION

C H A P T E R I I

F ROM TH E P L A TTE TO VE RM I L ION R I VE R

Clark’s Journa l , July 23— August 24 , 1 804

[ C l a rk Camp e ire Ca tfi sh Nine [1 0] Miles a bofve t/ze Pla tt Ri‘v er ,
Monday fire 23

?
q

’
uly 1 8 04.

FAI R mo rn ing Set a party to lo o k fo r t imber fo r
Ores, two pa rties to hunt, a t 1 1 oClo ck Sent o ff

Geo rge Drewyer 8: Peter Crousett w ith some to ba cco
to invite the Otteau s i f at the i r town a nd Pa nies i f they saw
them

,
to come and ta l k w ith us a t o ur Camp 8:c. 8:c. (a t th is

Seaso n the I ndians o n th is r iver are in the Praries hunt ing the

Buffalow, bu t from some s igns o f hu nters, nea r th is p lace 8:
the Pla ins be ing '

o n fire nea r the i r towns indu ce a be l ief tha t
they this na t io n have retu rned to get some Green Co rn o r

ro ast ing Ea rs) ra ised a flag Staff Sund and Dryed o ur p ro

vis io ns 8:c . I commence Co p pying a M ap o f the r iver be low
to Send to the P . [Pres ident — E a ] U . S . fiv e Deer Ki l led
to day o ne man wi th a tumer o n his b reast, Prepa red o ur

Camp the men puff the i r a rms in o rder Wind ha rd th is after
no o n from the N . W.

1

yuly Tbursday

A M 7h 33m 3a s P. M. 4 h 15m a z s

34 55 I 6 s I

36 22 1 8 14

a lt itude given no t put down

1 The a stronomica l o bservatio ns fo l lowing , have been tra nsferred to Sc ient ific
ED.
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White Ca tfi sh Ca mp 1 0 M r
a bawe Pla tt

of j
’
uly 1 8 04. Tuesday

a fa i r day the w ind b l ows ha rd from the So u th , the Breez es
wh i ch a re verry frequ ent in th is pa rt o f the M isso u ri is co o l
a nd refresh ing. Severa l hunte rs ou t to day , but a s the game
o f all kinds a re Scerce o n l y two Deer were b ro ugh t in . I
am mu ch engaged draw ing o ff a map , Cap? Lewis a lso mu ch
engaged in p rep areing Papers to Send ba ck by a p erogue

wh ich we intended to Send ba ck from the r ive r Pla tt l o b ser

v a tio ns a t th is p la ce makes the La ttitude 4 1?3
'

1 9
"

No rth .

This even ing Gu threge Co ught a White Ca tfi sh, its eyes
Sma l l 8: ta le mu ch l ike that o f a Dolfin.

White Ca tfi sh Camp d
‘

j
‘
uly Wednesday

a fa i r mo rn ing Severa l hu nters o u t to day , at 2 oClo ck

Drewy er 69
° Peter retu rned from the Ottea u vi l lage , and in

fo rms tha t no I ndians were a t thei r towns, they saw Some

fresh Signs o f a Sma l l pa rty But Cou l d no t fi nd them. in

the i r ro u t to the Towns (wh ic h is abo u t 1 8 mi les West) they
passed thro a o pen Pra rie cro ssed pap i l l io n o r Bu tterfly Creek
and a Sma l l bu tifull river wh i ch ru n into the Pla te a l it t le
be low the Town ca l led Corne de cha rf [corne de Cerf ] o r Elk
Horn river th is river is ab o ut 100 ya rds w i de w ith Clea r
wa ter 8: a grave l y Ch anne l . w ind from the S . E . two Deer
ki l led to day 1 Turkey Severa l Gro us Seen to day .

2

Ca tfish w hich is White Camp
q uly Thursday 1 8 04

the wind B lu stering and ha rd from the So u th all day wh ich
b lowed the c lo uds o f Sand in Su ch a manner tha t I co u l d no t

complete my p an [p la n] in the tent, the B o at t o led in Su ch
a manner tha t I co u l d do no thing in tha t, 8: was Comp essed

[compe l led] to go to the wo o ds and comba t wi th the M u s

1 Goues here remarks (L. a nd C. ,
i
,
p . No thing was dispa tched to Jeffer

so n t i l l A pr. 7 , 1 8 05 (that is, from Fo rt Mandan). ED.

2 B iddle here g ives ( i, pp. 33, a n a cco unt o f the va rio us Indian tribes o f tha t
reg io n Oto , Pawnee, A rapaho , K iowa , Comanche, etc.

— ED.

[ 90 ]



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [July 28

M o unds I fo und to b e o f Diffe rent h ight Sh ape 8: Size, Some
Compo sed o f sand some ea rth 8: Sand, the highest next to
the r ive r a ll o f whi ch co vered ab o ut 200 a cres o f l and , in a

ci rcu la r fo rm, o n the Side from the r iver a low bo ttom 8:

sma l l Po nd . The Otteaus fo rmerl y l ived here I did no t get

to the bo a t unt i l l after n ight .

f illy the Sa tturday 1 8 04.

Set o u t th is mo rn ing ea rly, the wind from the N . W . by
N . a D a rk Smo key M o rn ing Some ra in passed a t I ml. a

B lu ff o n the S . S.

I
the fi rst h igh l a nd abo ve the No daway

a p ro aching the river o n th a t S ide, a I s land and Creek 1 5 yds .

w ide o n the S . S . ab o ve th is Bluff, as this Creek has no name

ca l l it I ndian Kno b Creek o ur pa rty o n Sh o re Came to the

rive r a nd info rms th a t they hea rd fireing to the S . W . b e lo w 2

th is H igh Land o n the S . S . the Aiauway I ndians fo rmerl y
l ived , be low this o ld vi l l age a bo u t 5 mi les passed Some
M o nds o n the L . S . in a bend where the Otteauz e I nd ians
fo rmer ly l ived , th is Situa t io n I examined , fo und it we l l s i tu
a ted fo r Defence, abo ut 2 o r 300 a c res o f Land Co vered w ith
hdo unds

The flank came in 8: info rmed they hea rd two Guns to the
S . W . the h igh l and appro a ches in the bend to the left,
we camped o n the S . S . bel ow the po int o f an I s la nd , G
D rewy er b ro ugh t in a M issourie India n wh ich he met w i th hunt
ing in the Pra rie Th is I ndian is o ne o f the fiew rema in ing
o f tha t na t io n , 8: l ives w i th the Otteauz , his Camp ab o u t 4
M iles from the r ive r, he info rms tha t the ‘ great gangue ’

[body — B IDDLE] o f the Nat io n were hunting the Buffalow

in the Pla ins. his pa rty was Sma l l Co ns isting o n l y o f ab o u t

20 Lo dges ? [Blank spa ce in MS.] M i les fu rther ano ther
Camp where there was a french man

,
who l i ved in the na t io n,

1 A trading po st, ca l led Fort Croghan, was afterward bu i lt a t o r near th is
b luff. — COU t-:s (L. a nd C. , i , p .

9 The rest of th is paragra ph is cro ssed o ut by ano ther pen , in the o rig ina l MS. B iddle
say s that the Iowa s emigra ted from this place to the river Des Mo ines . ED.

3 F loyd here say s : The Reasen th is man Gives o f His be ing w ith So Sma l l a
party is tha t He H a s no t Go t Ho rses to Go in the Larg e pra t ies after the Buflows but
Stay es abo ut the T own andRiver to Hunte the E l ke to sep o rte thare familey s .

"

ED.
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t h is I ndian ap pea r
’

d Spri te l y, and appea red to make use o f

the Same pro no unca tio n o f the Osarge, Ca l l ing a Chief Inea

Co urs. D istance 8: reffer? Ju ly 28

S . 32
9

E . 1 M] o n the ‘L . S ide to p? o f a Sand bar L. S.

10 W . 54 M!o n the L. S. a H igh Bluff o n the Stab ? S . abo ve the
o ld v i llage o f the Aia o uez , this H igh la nd the I

? t

abo ve Nordaw ay which a pro aches the river S. S.

30
?

o n the L. Side
77. W . 3 M ?

to a p? o n the L. S. p s? an Is? 8: Indian Kno b
Creek S . S.

60 W . 3 M ?
to a pf o n the S. S. passed the afo resa id IslandS . S.

60 o n the S. S .

63. E 2 M ?
to a po int L. S. o ps? a I sland in the M . river

yuly 29
“Sunday 1 8 04

Sent a french man la L iberty with the Indian to Otteauze
Camp to envite the I ndians to meet us o n the river abo v e .

a D a rk ra iney mo rn ing wind from the W . N . W . ra ined a ll

the l ast n igh t. Set o u t a t 5 oClo ck o pp o s it the (1 ) I s la nd ,
the bend to the right o r S . S. w ith in 20 feet o f I ndian kno b
Creek , the water o f this Creek is 5 feet h igher than that o f

the River . passed the Isld. we sto ped to Dine under Some

h igh Tr
'

ees nea r the high land o n the L S . in a fiew minits

Co ugh t th ree verry
~ la rge Ca t fi sh 3) o ne nea rly wh ite, tho se

fish a re in great p lenty o n the Sides o f the river and verry
fa t

,
a qu a rt o f Oi le Came o u t o f the surp o lo u s fa t o f o ne o f

th o se fi sh (4) abo v e this high land 8: o n the S . S . pa ssed
mu ch fa l l ing t imber appa rent l y the ravages o f a Dreddfull

harican wh ic h had passed o b lequely a cro ss the river from N .

W . to S . E . abo u t twe l ve mo nths Since, many t rees were
b ro ken o ff nea r the gro und the t runks o f wh i ch were so u nd
and fo u r feet in Diameter, (2) abo u t 34 o f a M ? ab o ve the
I s la nd o n the S . S . a Creek coms in Ca l led Bo yers R . th is
Creek is 25 ya rds w ide

,
o ne man in a ttempt ing to c ro ss

this Creek o n a log let his gun fa l l in, R . F ie lds Dived 8:
b ro ugh t it up pro ceeded o n to a Po int o n the S . S . and

Camped .
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Co urse D istance 8: Refrf Ju ly 29?h

No rth o f a M i le o n the L. S. an Island o n the r ight o f the

Co urse ( I )
N . 8 0

? W . M!to a p ? o n the L . S ide passed Bowyers Creek S. S . (2)
N. 85

? W . 2 M .

‘
to a W o o d in a bend o n the L. S. be low a H i ll

No rth Ml o n the S. S. (3)
N . E . 3% M

?
to a tree in the bend S. S. p ased a Harica n (4)

N . 70 W . 2% to a p o in t o f wo od o n the S. S. Camped S. S.

f illy 3t Monday 1 8 04.

Set o u t th is mo rn ing ea rl y p ro ceeded o n to a c lea r o pen
Pra rie o n the L . S . o n a rise o f abo u t 70 feet higher th an the

bo t tom wh i ch is a lso a Pra rie (bo th fo rming B luffs to the river)
o fH igh Grass 8: Plumb bu sh Grapes 8:c . and s i tua ted abo ve
h igh wa ter, in a sma l l Gro ve o f t imber at the fo o t o f the

Riseing Gro u nd between tho se two p rera ries , a nd be low the

B luffs o f the h igh Pra rie we Came to o and fo rmed a Camp ,
1

intending to wa ite the retu rn o f the frenchma n 8: I ndians .

the wh i te h o rse which we fo und nea r the Kanzus r iver, D ied
Last n ight

Co urse D ista nce 8:c . July

S 8 2° W . 2 M ?
to a po int o f wo o d o n the L. S. abo ve a p? o n the

L. S. and o ps
?
o ne o n S. S.

West IX M .

‘
to the lower pa rt o f a Bluff 8: H igh Prar ie o n L. S.
came ( 00.

po sted o u t o u r gua rd a nd sent o ut 4 men, Capt
? Lewis 8: [I]

went u p the B ank and wa l ked a Sho rt Distance in the high
Pra rie this Pra rie is Co vered wi th Grass o f 1 0 o r 1 2 inches
in h ight, So i l o f go o d qua l ity 8: a t the Distance o f abo u t a

mi le st i l l fu rther b ack the Co u ntrey rises ab o u t 80 o r 90 feet
higher, and is o ne Co ntinued Pl a in as fur a s Can be seen ,

from the Bluff o n the 2
? rise imedia tely abo ve o u r Camp , the

mo st bu tifull pro spect o f the River up 8: D own and the

1 T his camp is qu ite near Fo rt Ca lho un. E . E . BLACKMAN ( of Nebra ska Sta te
H i storica l So c iety) .
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a yo ung Beev er a l ive wh i ch is a l ready qu i te tame. Co ught a

Buffalow fish. The even ing verry Co o l , the Mu squ[i]to rs a re

y et tro ublesom.

August the 1 8 04.

a fa ir morning Despatched two men a fter the ho rses lo st
yesterday , o ne man ba ck to the p lace from which the M es

s inger wa s Sent fo r the Ottoes to see i f any I ndia ns was o r had
b een th ere sence o ur dept ? he return

’

d and info rmed that no
perso n had been there Sence we left it. The Pra rie wh ich is
s itu ated be low o u r Camp is abo ve the h igh water leave l and
ri c h co vered w ith Gra ss from 5 to 8 feet h igh inte rspersed wi th
co pse o f H aze l , Plumbs, Cu rrents (l ike tho se o f the U . S .)
Ra sberries 8: Grapes o f DiffKinds . a lso pro ducing a va riety
o f Plants and flowers no t commo n in the Un ited States, two

Kind o f h o ney su ck le o ne wh ich grows to a k ind o f a Srub

Commo n ab o u t H a rro dsbu rgh in Kentu cky the o ther are no t

so la rge o r ta l l and bea rs a flo u r in c lu sters short and o f a l ight
Pink co lo u r, the leaves diffe r from any o f the o ther Kinds in
a s mu ch as the Lieves are destinct 8: do es no t su rround the

sta l k as a ll the o ther k ind do .

One Elk a nd three Deer Ki l led to day a lso two Beever

Co ught
The w ind ro se a t 10 oClo ck from the W . S . W . and b lew a

steady and agreeab le Breeze all Day .

The M u squito rs verry tro ublesom th is even ing in the

b o ttom.

To o k equa l a lt i tudes to day and the azmu th wi th the com

mencement o f the A . M .

Time o f alt
’
d

N. 8 6
°
E A. M. 7h . 52m . 55 s

7 -SS 0 47 3 -53 ~ 31

The Altitude given 68
°

47
’

15

The I ndians no t yet a r rived we fea r Someth ing amiss with
o ur messenger o r them.
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August 21
“Thursday 1 8 04

a verry p leasant Breeze from the S . E . The Two men

Drewyer 8: Co l ter retu rned w i th the h o rses l o aded wi th E lk,
tho se h o rses they found ab o u t 1 2

,
mi les in a So u therl y Derec

tio n from Camp .

The Co u ntrey th ro wh ich they passed is Simi la r to what we
see from Camp . o ne Beaver 8: a fo o t [of Bea ver caught in

trap ] Co ugh t this mo rn ing
a t Sunset M 5 Fa irfo ng (Ottoe interp reter resident w ith them)

and a p? o fOtteau 8: M isso urie Nat io n Came to Camp , amo ng
tho se I ndi ans 6 we re Ch iefs , (no t the principa l Ch iefs) Cap .

t

Lewis 8: mysel f met th o se I ndians 8: info rmed them we were
glad to see them,

and wou ld speak to them tomo rrow,
Sent

them Some ro sted mea t, Po rk flo u r 8: mea l , in retu rn they
sen t u s Wa ter millions . every man o n his Gu a rd 8: ready fo r
any thing.

Three fa t Bucks Kil led th is even ing, the 4 qrs . o f o ne

we ighed 147

August Friday 1 8 04

M ad up a Sma l l p reasent fo r tho se peo ple in p erp o tio n to

the i r Co nsiquence, a lso a package w i th a M eadle to accompany
a Speech fo r the Grand Chief a fter Brackfast we co l lected
tho se Indians u nder an own ing o f o u r M a in Sa i l

,
in presence

o f o ur Pa rty p a raded 8: De l i vered a lo ng Speech to them ex

press ive o f o ur j o u rney the w ishes o f o u r Go vernmen t, Some
advice to them and Direct io ns how they were to co ndu ct them
se lves. The principa l Ch ief fo r the Natio n be ing absent

,
we

Sent him the Speech flag M eadel 8: Some Clo a thes . a fter
hering what they had to say D el ivered a M eda l o f Seco nd
Grade to o ne fo r the O tto s 8: o ne fo r the M isso u rie and p re

sent 4 meda ls o f a thi rd Grade to the inferio r chiefs two fo r
each tribe.

l

(Tho se two pa rts o f na tio ns O tto s 8: M isso uries
now res i ding to gether is abo u t 250 men the Otto es compo se
ing and M isso u r is pa rt)

1 The customary mode o f recogn iz ing a ch ief, being to pla ce a meda l ro und his
neck

, which is co ns idered among his tribe as a pro o f o f his co ns idera t ion abro ad.

B IDDLE (i, p.
VOL . 1. 7
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The names o f the Chiefs made [we a cknowledged] th is day
are as fo l lows v iz

Indian name Engl ish signf?
s

We a
’

r ruge nor Little Thief
Shc

'

mgo
'

t6n gb
’

Big Ho rse
We the a M i ss Ho spa tality
Sho n Guss can. Otto e White ho rse
W a u p e uh M .

3 Ah hb u lug gi . M .

Baz a co u ja. Otto e
Ah hb né gif M .

Th o se Chiefs all De l ivered a Speech , acknowledgeing the i r
appro bat io n to the Speech and p romissing two p ro su e the

advi ce 8: Derectio ns
,

given them tha t they wer happy to

find tha t they had fa thers whi ch migh t be depended o n 8:c .

We gave them a Cann is ter o f Powder a nd a Bo tt le o fWhis
key and del i vered a few presents to the wh o le, after giv eing a

Br. Cth. [Breech C lo th] some Pa int guartering 8: a M eadell

to tho se we made Chiefs, a fter Cap
? Lew is’s Sho o t ing the air

gun a fi ew Sh o ts (wh i ch a sto n ished tho se nativ s) we Set o u t

a nd pro ceeded o n fi ve mi les o n a Direct l ine passed a po int
o n the S . S . 8: a ro und a l arge Sand bar o n the L . S . 8: Camped
o n the upper po int

,
the M isqu ito rs excess ive l y troublesom

this even ing. Grea t appea rance o f w ind and ra in to the N . W .

we prepa re to rec
’

ve it, The ma n L iberty whome we Sent fo r
the Otto es ha s no t Come u p he left the Otto es To wn o ne

Day befo re the I ndia ns . Th is man has e i the r tired his h o rse o r,
lo st himself in the Pla ins Some I ndia ns a re to hunt fo r him.

T he Situa t io n o f o ur last Camp Councile Blufl
“
?
o r H andsom

Pra rie , (25 Days from th is to Santafee) appea rs to be a ve rry

1 The diacrit ica l marks o ver these names were added by o ther hands. Biddle
g i ves the first name as W eahrushhah. He a lso sta tes tha t these envo ys

'

a sked the

American o fficers to media te between them and the Omaha , who were a t war w i th
them.

— ED.

2 This is the orig in o f the name now appl ied to a c ity in Iowa Oppo s ite Omaha ,
Nebr. ; b ut Cones th inks (L. a nd C. , i , p . 66) tha t the p lace o f th is co unci l was
h igher u p the river, o n wha t wa s la ter the s ite o f Fo rt Ca lho un, in the present Wash

ing to n Co . , Nebr. He a lso ca l ls a ttent io n to the w e l l-known uncerta inty a nd

co nsta nt sh ift ing o f the M issouri’s cha nne ls, rendering it difficu lt to ident ify histo ric
po ints. ED.
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Co urse D istance 8: ref." August 1 804

S. 80
9 W . M ?

to a n o ld T rade ing Ho use o n the L . S. passed a

S? pf from S. S. ( I )
N. 25

° W . 2% M
?
to a W i l low p? o n the L. S. pass a large Sa nd
Is? 8: Creek o n the L. pf ( 3)

N . 70
? W . 1 M .

‘
to a w i l low pf o n the S . S. p s

? a $ 111 :Creek L. S.

8: ma ny Sn ags
N . 24

? W . 3% M .

‘
to a w i l low pf o n the L. S . pa ssed a Sa nd bar
from a S. p ,

t

S. 84
9

E . 3% M .

”
to a p? o n the L. S. pa ssed a p? o n the S. S .

I S

here the h igh Land is Some Distance from the river o n b o th
Si des, a nd a t this pla ce the H igh la nds are a t least 1 2 o r 1 5
m i les a pa rt, the range o f h igh land o n the S . S . appea r to
co n ta in Some t imbe r . tha t o n the L . S . a ppea r to be intirely
cl ea r o f any th ing bu t wha t is commo n in an o pen Pla in

,
Some

Sca ttering t imber o r wo o d is to be Seen in the reveens, and

whe re the Creeks pass in to the H i l l . the po ints and wet

l a nds co n ta in ta l l t imbe r b a ck o f the w i l l ows wh i ch is gener
a l l y s i tua ted ba ck o f a la rge Sand bar from the Po in ts .

q/
"

Aug ust Sunday 1 8 04 .

Set o u t ea rl y great appea rance o f w ind and ra in ( I have
o bse rved that Thu nder 8: l ightn ing is n o t a s commo n in th is
Co untrey a s it is in the a t lant i c Sta tes ) Snakes are no t p len ty

,

o ne wa s ki l led to day la rge and resemb l ing the ra ttle Snake
,

o n l y someth ing l ighter. I wa lked o n Sh o re this even ing S . S .

in
.

Pu rsueing Some tu rkeys I [s]tru ck the river twe lve mi les
be low w ithin 370 ya rds , the h igh water passes th ro ’ th is
Pen insu la , and agreeab le to the customa ry changes o f the

ri ver, I co ncld [should ca lcula te] th a t in two yea rs the ma in
cu rrent o f the river w i l l pass th ro ugh . In every bend the

b anks are fa l l ing in from the cu rrent be ing thrown aga inst
tho se b ends by the Sand po ints wh ich inlarges and the

’ So i l I
b e l ieve from u nqu estio nab le app earn

‘

o f the en tire Bo ttom
from o ne bill to the o ther be ing the M ud o r Oo z e o f the

r iver at Some fo rmer Perio d mixed with Sand and Clay eas i l y
IOO
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me l ts and S l ips in to the River, a nd the mud mixes wi th the
wa ter 8: the Sand is washed down a nd l o dges o n the po ints.

Grea t qu an ti t ies o f Grapes o n the b anks, I o bserve th ree di f
ferent kinds a t th is t ime ripe, o ne o f the no . is la rge 8: has
the flave r o f the Pu rp le grape , camped o n the S . S . the M us

qu ito rs verry tro ublesom. The ma n who went b ack after his
kni fe ha s no t y et come up , we have some reaso ns to be l ieve
he has Deserted .

Co u rse D ista nce 8: Refr? August 5
th

S. 60
?
E M“ Cro ss8 a la rge S? b ar to a p

f
o n m? S. S? bet : a

w i l low Is? in S. Bend
N . 20 W. M? to a pf abo ve a Sa ? bar o ps

?
the upper p o int o f the

S? Island (Bea ver
N . 34 W . M ?

to a p? o n the L. S. passed o ne o n the Starbo a rd
S ide

No rth M ?
to a p ? o n the r ight o f a Sand Is? makeing from
the L. p

?

S. 45
9 W. M .

‘
to 3 sma l l trees in Pra rie 8: bend to the L. S.

. pased a Sand p? S. S.

N. 45
9 W . 4% M

?
to a p

f

i

o

'

n S. S.

No rth M .

“
o n the S . S . to the p? o f a Sand bar river na rrow

N. 70
9

E A M
?
o n the Sand ba r S . S .

S. 30 E 2 M ? to the pf o f a Sa nd b ar making ou t from the L.

p? ps? a Sand.

S. 30 E Ml on the p o int
N. 45

° E M"
. to the lower po int o f an Isla nd Clo se to the S. S.

20%
beh ind th is Is land o n the S. S. the Soldiers ri ver
disimboques itse lf.

H

Aug ust, Monday 1 8 04

At twe lve oClo ck l a st n igh[t] a vio lent Sto rm o fw ind from
the N . W . Some ra in, o ne p l o f co lo u rs lo st in _

the Sto rm
from the b ige Perogue. Set o ut ea rly and pro ceeded o n passed
a la rge I s land o n the S . S . b ack o f th is Is? So l diers River
M o u ths, I am to l d by o ne o f the men th at th is r iver is ab o u t

the s iz e o f Nadawa river 40 ya rds w ide a t the mo uth . Reed
has no t y et come up . neither has La Liberty the frenchman

whome we Sent to the I ndian Camps a fiew mi les be low the

Council Blufli .
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Co urse D istance 8:c . August

N. 30
9
E . 1 M? to a P? on L. S. o p po s it the mo uth o f So ldiers

R i ver S. S.

N. 15
°
E . M ?

to a p? in a bend to the S. S. be low a Chan? o f the
r i ver la terly fi lled up pa ssed 3 Sand b a r. from the

L. p?

W est M .

‘ to a w i llow p? o n the L. S. passed a Sand bar
makeing o ut from the from the L. p ?

S. 50
° W . 3% M

?
to a p? o f wil low s o n the S. S. the high land
w i thi n 3 m i les o f the river o n the L. S .

N. 1 0 W. M? o n the S. p ? a Sand bar in R.

N . 1 8
°

E . 3 M ? pass ing o ver a Sand bar o n the L. S. to a p
?
o n the

Same' s ide o f the Misso urie .

No rth 1 % M? to a p
?
o n the S . S .

N. 1 8 W . M1
o n the Sand from the P?

Ea st 3 M? to a p? o f w i l lows o n L. p? passed a p lace where
the snags were th ick

N . 1 6
9

E . 1% M .

‘
to a p? o n the S. S. and a p lace where the r i ver fo r

20%
merly run lea v ing po nds in its o ld Channe ls S. S.

August Tuesday 1 8 04

last n ight a t 8 o Clo ck a Sto rm from the N . W . wh ich lasted
3
4 o f a n ho u r set o u t l ate th is mo rn ing w ind from the N o rth .

a t 1 o Clo ck dispa tched Geo rge Drewyer, R . F ie l ds, W
“
?

B ratten 8: Labieche ba ck a fter the Deserter reed w ith
o rde r i f he did no t give up Peaceibly to pu t him to Dea th 8:c.

to go to the Otto es Vi l lage 8: enqu i re fo r La Liberty and b ring
him to the M a ha r Vi l lage a lso with a Speech o n the o ccas io n
to the Otto es 8: M isso uries, a nd derecting a few o f the i r Ch iefs
to come to the M ahars, 8: we wou ld make a pea ce b etween
them 8: the M ahars a nd So uex, a String o f Womp om 8: a

Ca rro t o f To bacco . pro ceeded o n and Camped o n the S . S .
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Cap Lew is to o k M ed? a l t itude o f the Sun made it 56
°

9
’

00
”

La t : 4 1
—
4 2

—
34 and I to o k o ne man a nd went o n Sho re

the ma n Ki l led a n E lk I fi red 4 t imes a t o ne 8: did no t ki l l
him,

My b a l l be ing Sma l l I th ink was the reaso n , the M u s

qu ito rs so bad in the Praries tha t w ith the a ssis tance o f a bush
I cou ld no t keep them o u t o f my eyes, the bo at tu rned
Severa l t imes to day o n Sand ba rs. in my absence the b o at

pa ssed a I s land 2 M i les ab o ve the l it le Sco u ix R o n the

upper po int o f th is Isld Some hundreds o f Pe l i ca ns were co l

lected
,

they left 3 fish o n the Sand whi ch was ve ry fi ne,
Cap Lew is Ki l led o ne, 8: to o k his dimentio ns, I j o ined the
b o a t and we Camped o n the S . S . wo rthie o f rema rk that
Snakes are no t p len ty in th is pa rt o f the M isso urie .

Co urse D ist? 8: reff? 8 ‘.h Aug?

M ?
to the p ? o f a S? Is? from the S. S.

M ? to a p? o fW il? o n the L. S.

M?o n the r ight o f a Sa nd Isla nd
M?to the mo uth o f Litt le River desio ux Ca l l? by
So ux Ea nea b-w a u de pan (Sto ne R i ver

M“
,
to the Lower p? o f Pe lican Is? (3)

M? to a right Hand p? o f S? Is?
M ?

to a P? o f h igh wo ods in a bend to L. S. ha ve
ing pa ss? the Pe lic an Is?

o ne 8: a ha l f mi les Sou th o f Litt le Riv. de Cu ou ex to o k
ha l f a l t itude wi th

T ime
8 h 26 m 59 s

8 28 29 a lt? 80
°

14
’

15
”

8 30 3

9
“ August Thursday 1 8 04

The fo g be ing thick deta ined us unt i l l ha lf p as? 7 oClo ck a t

whi ch t ime we Set o ut a nd p ro ceeded o n under Gent le Breeze
from the S. E . I wa l ked o n Sho re, Saw a n Elk

,
c ro ssed a

Istmust o f o f a mi le to the river, 8: retu rned to the b o at

Camped o n the L. S . abo ve a Beaver Den. M usquito rs verry
troublesom.
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Co urse D ista nce 8: refrs Aug?

M ?
to a Po in t o f a Sa nd Bar o n the L. S.

M? to a p? o f h igh wo od o n L. S.

M?
to a p? o f h igh wo od o n the S. S. a large Sand ba r
from it

N. 15. W . 2 M? to a p? o f high La nd L. S. o p s
?
to wh ich the '

river

laterly cut thro ’ Saveing 6 Leagues . S. S.

M ?
to a W i llow p? o n the S. S.

2 M? to the S. S . the ri ver comeing g raduelly a rro und
to the Rig

?

M ?
to a W i l low p? o n the L. S.
to a po int o n S. S.

m i? August Friday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rly th is mo rn ing. Co u rse

N. 60
9 W . 2 mi les abo ut to a Sand makeing o ut from the Larb o a rd

p o in t .

S. 8 0 W . m? to a Dr ift log o n the Sand th is p lace is c a lled
Co u pee a r Ja c ke 1 the river la terly Cut thro ugh,
Sa veing Sevlml

’

. E . M ?
to the S. S.

W . 2% M
?
to a burnt Stump in a bend to the L. S. this p lace
I -wa s a t yesterday.

M ?
to 2 Co t to nw o od trees a t the mo uth o f a run o n

the L. S. nea r the h igh land 8: be low a Bluff.
N 40

° W . to a c l ift o f ye l low Sa nd sto ne the first h igh land to uch
ing the r i ver a b o ve the Co unc il B luff.

N. 52
8 W . 1 54 M? to the p? o f a Sand bar from the Starbo ard p? pa ssed

the Cl ift L. S.

E . 3 M? to a p? o fW il lows o n the L. S .

E . M1
o n the L. Pt

M ? to a sa nd ba r from the L. p?
W . Ml' o n the Sand bar from L. p?
W . 2% M? to the lower p ? o f a w i l low island near the S. po int.

1 This is Coupee a Jacques, in Biddle‘ s text. ED.
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from th is I s land the h igh h i l l wh i ch the La te King o f the

M ahars was bu ried o n is h igh and bea rs West 4 mi les . we

camped o n this I s l and .

M u squ ito rs ve rry tro ublesom. much E lk 8: Beaver Sign

1 Aug ust Sa tturday 1 8 04 .

ab o u t day l igh t th is mo rning a h a rd wind from the NW .

w ith Some ra in pro ceeded o n a rround the r igh t o f the Is?

S. 52
° W. 54 a Mile on the Sand p?

N . 25 W . 2 Ml? to a p? o f low W il lows from the L. S. pa ss? the
Is? 8: a Sand bar makeing from the S. po int .

N . 72 W . 2% M
?
to a P? o n the S . S.

a ha rd wind a ccompan ied wi th ra in from the S . E . after the
ra in was o ver, Cap? Lewi s myse l f 8: 1 0 men a ssended the H i l l
o n the L . S . (under wh i ch there was some fine Sp rings) to the
to p o f a h igh po int where the M a ha rs King Bla ck Bi rd was
bu rr ied 4 yea rs ago . [Died o f sma l l po x]

l
a mound o f ea rt h

ab o ut 1 2 [feet B IDDLE] Diameter a t the b ase, 8: 6 feet high
is ra ised o ver him tu rfed , a nd a po le 8 feet h igh in the Center
o n th is po le we fixed a wh i te flage b o und w i th red B lue 8:
wh ite, this hi l l abo u t 300 feet abo ve the water fo rming a

B luff b etween that 8: the water o f va r io u s h ight from 40 to

1 50 feet in h ight , ye l low so ft Sand sto ne from the to p o f th is
No le the r iver may be Seen M eandering fo r 60 o r 70 mi les,
we Decended 8: set o ut N . 24

? W . M l pass ing o ver a Sand
b ar o n the S . p? a lo ng the w i l lows to the river o ppo si t a Sma l l
Beyeau o n the L . S . whi ch is the Co nveya nce o f the high
wa ter from a bend whi ch appea rs nea r in a no rther l y derectio n ,

hav eing p assed a Creek in a Deep bend to the L . S . Ca l led by

1 Bra ckenridge g i ves (Louisia na , pp . 229, 230) an interesting a cco unt o f thi s chief,
who ga ined an un l imi ted ascendency o ver the tribes o f that reg ion by his po ssessio n o f

some arsen ic , by wh ich he threa tened dea th aga inst any o ne who o ppo sed him. Irv ing
describes (Astoria , p . 1 6 1 ) the burial o f th is chief upon his horse . His sku l l wa s
carried aw ay by George Cat l in in 1 8 32 , and is now in the U. S. Natio na l Museum

(Smithsonia n Rep ort, 1 8 85, i i, p . — ED.
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river where Cap? Lewis to o k the M d ? a l t itude yesterday, to
S tep o ff the distance, he made it 974 ya rds a cro ss, the Dis

tance a rro und the bend is 1 8% mi les. ab ou t 4 mi les ab o ve
th is bend o n the L. S . is the Commencemen t o f a Bluff wh ich
is abo u t 4 mi les extinding o n the river

,
o f yel lo w a nd b rown

Cl ay in Some pa rts in it nea r the wa ter a So ft Sand S to ne is
imbeded o n the to p (whi ch is from 20 to 1 50 feet ab o ve the
water, 8: rises ba ck) is Co vered w ith t imber, a fiew red Ceeder

is o n this B luff, the w ind coms ro und to the S . E . a P ra rie

Way come nea r the bank and B a rked a t us th is even ing, we
made an a ttemp t bu t co u l d no t git him,

the a n ima le Ba rkes
l ike a la rgeferce Dog. Beev er is verry Plenty o n th is pa rt o f
the river. I prepa re Some presents fo r to give the I ndia ns o f

the M a ha rs Nat io n .
.Wiser ap ? Co o k 8: Sup ent

?
5o f the Pro

v is io ns o f Serg? F lo yds Squad . We Camped o n a Sand I s land
in a bend to the S . S . M usqu ito rs verry troublesom unt i l l the
wind ro se . a t o ne o r 2 oClo ck

Co urse D istance 8:c . August

M? to a p
?
o f w il lows o n the L . S.

Ml to a Sa nd o n the L. po int
to a p? makeing o ut from the La rb ? S. passed the

T imber L. S.

3 M ?
to a p? o f wil low s o n the L. S .

M ?
to a Gro ve o f Co tto n Trees in the bend L. S. ( I )

M ? to a p ? o n the S. Side o ps
?
a Bluff p a ssed a p ? a t

1 Ml o n S. S . some a t 2% o n L. S.
M? to a p? o n S. S . o ps

?
a Bluff

M ?
t o a Sand Is land in the Bend to S . S. (Camped)

August 1 3
“ Monday 1 804

Set o u t th is mo rn ing at Ligh t the useal t ime and p ro ceeded
o n under a gent le Breeze from the S . E .
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W . 254 M? to a p? o f Low w i l lows o n the S. S . a ba r makeing
o ut. pa ssed [to ] the S?

N. 1 1 9 to a p ? o f Co tto n W o o d. in a Bend to the S. S. passed
o ver the p? o f a Sand bar from L . S.

S. 44
°

to a p? o n the S. S . o p po sit to the p lace M? Ja zMFKey
had a tradeing ho use in 95. 8: 96 . 8: named it Fo rt
Cha rles 1

5d o f a mi le to the P? o f w i llow Is? o n the S . po int
W . I Ml to a po int o f high wo od below the mo uth o f a

Beay o u c omun icating w ith a Po nd L. S .

N. 20
° Ml? to a pf o fW i l lows o n the L . S. p a ssed a Creek

at 1% M?
“
o n wh ich the Maha r v il lage is S itua ted 3

a Sa nd bar o n S. S. 8: o ne on L. S. haveing passed
the W i llow Is?

M l o n the Sand ba r L. S .

M ?
to the up per Po int o f Some Co tto nwo od trees in a

Bend to the L. S. o ppo s it the lower p? o f a large
Is land S i tuated o n the S. S.

we fo rmed a Camp o n a Sand b ar o n the L. S . 8: Detached
Serg? Ordeway Peter Crusa tt, Geo rge Shanno n . Werner 8:
Carrn . [Ca rso n ?— ED.] to the M a ha r Vi l lage w ith a flag 8:

Some To ba cco to envite the Na tio n to See 8: ta l k w ith us o n

tomo rrow. we to o k some Luner o bserva tio n th is even ing .

the air Pleasant .

Aug ust Tuesday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing wind from the S . E . The men Sent to the

M aha r Town l ast ev ining has no t retu rned we Co nc lude to

send a Spy e to Know the C ause o f the i r de lay , a t abo u t 1 2

o Clo ck the Pa rty retu rned a nd info rm?

\
us that they Cou l d no t

find the I ndians , no r a ny fresh _

Sign, _

tho se peo ple have no t

retu rned from the i r Buffalow hu nt. Tho se peo ple hav eing
no h o u ses no Co rn o r anyth ing mo re than the graves o f the i r
ansesters to a tta ch t hem to the o ld Vi l lage

,
Co nt inue in pu r

1 See a nte, p . 50 .
— ED.

2 A l itt le so uth o f Da ko ta C ity , no rth of the Omaha Indian Reservat io n . The

party encamped nearly Oppo s ite the present Omadi, Neb .
-COUES (L. a nd C. , i,

P 74)
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sen te o f the Buffalow lo nger th an o thers who ha s grea ter
a tta chments to the i r na ti ve vi l lage . T he ravages o f the Sma l l
Po x (wh ich Swept o ff [a bout a y ea rs ago] 400 men 8: Womin

8: ch i ldren in p erp o p o tio n) has redu ced this na t io n no t exceed
ing 300 men and left them to the insu l ts o f the i r weake r
ne ighbo u rs, wh ich befo re was glad to be o n friendly tu rms
w ith them. I am to l d when this fa ta l ma lady wa s amo ng
them they C a rried the i r franzey to ve rry extro adina ry length ,
n o t o n l y o f bu rn ing the i r Vi l lage , bu t they pu t the i r w iv es 8:
c h i l dren to Dea th w ith a v iew o f their a ll go ing togeth er to
some better Co u ntrey . they bu rry the i r Dead o n the to p o f

h igh h i l ls and ra is M o unds o n the to p o f them. The cau se
o r way tho se peo p le to o k the Sma l l Pox is u ncerta in, the mo st

Pro bab le, from Some o ther na tio n by means o f a warp arty .

Aug ust 1 5th, Wednesday ,

Camp three Miles N. E. of the Ma ha r Villag e

I went wi th ten men to a Creek Damed by the B eave rs
ab o u t ha l f way to the Vi l lage , w i th Some sma l l Wi l lows 8:
Ba rk we made a Drag and h au led up the Creek, a nd Co ught

3 1 8 fi sh o f different kind i . e . Pike, B ass, Sa lmo n , perch , red
ho rse, sma l l cat, a nd a kind o f perch Ca l led Si lver fi sh, o n the

Oh io . I co ught a Srimp p ro sisely o f Shape Size 8: flavo u r
o f tho se ab o u t N . Orlea ns 8: the l ower pa rt o f the M iss issi pp i
in th is Creek wh i ch is o n l y the pass o r S treight from [o ne
E D .] Beaver Po nd to ano ther, is Cro uded w ith la rge M u sstles

verry fa t, Du cks, Plo ver o f different kinds a re o n th o se
Ponds as we l l as o n the r iver. in my absence Cap ? Lewis
Sen t M r. Durio ne the So u ix interp eter 8: three men to exam
ine a fire wh i ch threw u p an emence Smo ke from the Praries

o n the NE . Side o f the River a nd a t no grea t distance from
Camp . the Object o f th is pa rty was to find Some Bands o f

Seouex which the intp t? tho ught was nea r the Smo ke and get

them to come in . in the even ing this Pa rty retu rned and

info rmed , that the fi re a ro se from Some trees wh ich had b een

1 W ith th is entry Codex B commences, co nt inu ing unt i l Oct . 3, 1 8 04 .
— ED.
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1 8" Aug ust, Sa t
’

day 1 8 04 .

a fi ne mo rn ing. Wind from the S . E . in the after pa rt o f
the Day the Pa rty w i th the Indians a rr iv? we meet them
under a Shade nea r the Bo at a nd a fter a Sho rt ta l k we gave
them Pro vis io ns to ea t 8: pro ceeded to the tria l o f Reed , he

co nfessed tha t he Dese rted 8: sto l d a pub l i c Rifle Sho t—po u ch
Powder 8: B a l l ” and requested we wo u l d be as favo u rab le
w i th him as we Co u ld co nsistantly w ith o ur Oa thes — which we
were and o n l y Sentenced him to run the Gant let fo u r t imes

th ro ugh the Pa rty 8: that each man wi th 9 Swichies Sho u l d
pu n ish him and fo r him no t to be co ns i de red in fu tu re a s o ne

o f the Pa rty . The three principa l Ch iefs petit io ned fo r Pardin
fo r this man a fter we exp la ined the inj urey su ch men co u ld
do e them by fa lse rep resenta tio ns, 8: explan

’

g the Cu stoms o f

o ur Co u ntrey they were all Sa t isfied with the p ro priety o f the
Sentence 8: was Witness to the pun ishment. after wh i ch we
had Some ta l k w i th the Chiefs abou t the o rrigan o f the war

between them 8: the M ahars 8:c 8:c . it Commenced in th is
way in two o f the M iso u ries Tribes resideing w i th the Otto es
went to the M ahars to stee l ho rses, the Kil led them bo th
wh i ch was a cause o f revenge o n the pa rt o f the M issou ris 8:
Otto es , they a lso b rought war o n th emse lves N ea rl y in the

same way w i th the Pan ia Lo ups , a nd they a re great l y in fea r
o f a just revenge from the Panies fo r take ing the i r Co rn from
the Pan i a Towns in the i r absence hunt ing this Summer .
Ca p L. B irth day the even ing was c lo sed with an extra gi l l
o f wh iskey and a D ance unt i l l 1 1 o c lo ck .

1 9
“ August Sunday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing w ind from the S . E . p repa red a Sma l l
Present fo r the Chiefs and Wa rrio rs present . the ma in ch ief
Brackfast wi th us 8: beged fo r a Sun glass, tho se Peo ple
a re a ll naked , Co vered o n l y w ith Breech Clo u ts Blankets o r

Buffa low Ro abes, the flesh Side Pa inted o f Different co lo u rs
and figu res . At 1 0 oClo ck we a ssemb led the Chiefs and

wa rr io rs 9 in number under an own ing, and Cap . Lewi s [we]
exp laind the Speech Sent to the N a t io n from the Co unci l
B luffs by M ? Faufo n . The 3 Chiefs a nd a ll the men o r

1 12
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wa rrio rs made sho rt Speeches appro ving the advice 8: Co unci l
the i r grea t fa th er had Sent them, and co ncluded by giv ing
themse lves some Credit fo r thei r a cts .

We then b ro ugh t o u t the presents and exchanged the Big
horses M eade] a nd gav e him o ne equa l to the o ne Sent to the

Li ttle Th ief 8: gave a ll Some Sma l l a rt i c les 8: 8 Ca rro ts o f

To ba cco , we gave o ne Sma l l M eadel to o ne o f the Chiefs
and a Sertifica te to the o thers o f the i r go o d inten t io ns .

Names.

The L ittle Th ief
T he Big Ho rse
Crow s H ead ( o r)
Bla ch Ca t (01)
Iron Ey es ( o r)
Big As:

1
( o r)

Big Blue Ey es

Bra v e M a n ( o r)

o ne o f tho se I ndians a fter receiving his Cert ificate deliv ?

it aga in to me the Big blue ey es the Ch ief pe ti t io ned fo r
the t t . aga in

,

2
we wo u l d no t give the Certfl, bu t rebuked

them verry ro ughly fo r hav eing in o bjec t go o ds and no t

peace w i th the i r ne ighbo u rs. th is l a nguage they did no t l i ke

1 In B iddle, Big Ox.
_

ED .

9 The capta ins ca rried With them a large number o f Indian commiss io ns, o r

cert ifica tes, o n printed b lanks mea suring 7% X 1 254 inches, wh ich they wo u ld fi l l o ut
w ith the chiefs' names. T hese read a s fo l lows

THOMAS j BFFERSON,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA .

F rom the p ow ers v ested in us a nd by the a bov e a uthority . To a ll w ho sha ll see these

p resents, Greeting

Kn ow are
,
tha t from the spec ia l confidence repo sed by '

us in the sincere and una lterable atta chment

o f chief of the NATION to th e UN i 'r eD Srm ‘

es, as a lso from the

abundant pro o fs given by him of his amicab le dispos itio n to cultiva te peace, harmo ny , and good

neighbo urhood w ith the sa id Sta tes , and the c itizens o f the same ; we do by the autho rity vested in
us

,
require and charge , all citizens o f the United Sta tes, all Indian Natio ns, in trea ty w ith the sa me

,

and all o ther perso ns whomso ever, to a cknow ledge, and trea t the sa id
and his in the most friendly manner , dec laring him to be the friend and a l ly o f the sa id
Sta tes the government of which w ill at a ll times be extended to their pro tection, so long as they do

acknow ledge the authority of the same .

)
Having signed with o ur hands and affixed our sea ls
this day o f 1 80
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Gr
‘
.

l Chiefs I ha ve
ment io ned befo re .

Ka r Ka pa lm Misso ry
Ne no So w a do

Sa r no no no Otto e
Nee Sw a r Unj a do

Sta r gea H un j a do
Wa r sa r Sba ca

'



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Aug . 20

a t first, bu t a t length a ll peti tio ned fo r u s to give b ack the

Certifica te to the Big b lue eyes he came fo rwa rd and made a

pl au s ib le excuse,
_

I then gave the Cert ifica te [to ] the Great
Chief to bestow it to the mo st Wo rthy , they gave it to him,

we then gav e them a Dram and b ro ke u p the Co unc i l , the

Chiefs requ ested we wo u ld no t leav e them th is even ing we

determined to Set o u t ea rl y in the mo rn ing we Showed
them ma ny Cu rio s i ties a nd the air gun wh ic h they were
mu ch a sto n ished a t . tho se peo ple b eged mu ch fo r Whiskey .

Serj eant F lo yd is taken ver ry had all a t o nce w i th a Bi l io se
Cho rlick we a ttempt to re l ieve him w i th o u t su ccess as y et,

he gets wo rst a nd we are mu ch a llarmed a t his Si tua tio n, a ll

[give] a ttent io n to him.

z o
‘h August Monday 1 8 04 .

Sergeant F lo yd mu ch weaker and no better. M ade ME
F aufo nn the interp ter a fiew presen ts , and the I ndians a

Can ister o fWhiskey We Set o u t under a gentle b reeze from
the S . E . and p ro ceeded o n verry we l l . Serjeant F lo yd as

bad a s he can be no pu lse 8: no thing w i l l Stay a moment o n

his Stoma ch o r b owels . Pa ssed two I s lands o n the S . S . and

a t the fi rst Blu ff o n the S . S . Serj . F lo yd Died w i th a grea t
dea l o f Compo su re, befo re his dea th he Sa i d to me,

“ I am
go ing away ” I want y o u to write me a lette r. We bu ried
him o n the to p o f the b luff M i le b el ow a Sma l l r iver to
wh i ch we Gave his name, he was bu r ied with the H o no rs o f
War mu ch lamented , a Seeder po st w i th the (1 ) Name Serg?C.

Flo yd died he re 20
th

o f augu st 1 804 was fixed a t the head
o f his grave .

1 This M an a t a ll t imes gave u s p ro o fs o f his

fi rmness and D etermined reso lu t io n to do e Service to his

Co untrey and h o no r to himse l f a fter paying a ll the ho no r to

1 T he jo urna l kept b y Sergeant F lo yd (which w i l l b e pub l i shed in fu l l in the
present work) ends abru pt ly o n A ugust 1 8 . He w as buried a t a spo t which is now

in the so uthern part o f Sio ux City , Ia . The inro ads o f the M isso uri River having
part ly w ashed away F lo yd’s grave , his rema ins were reburi ed (May 2 8 , 1 8 57) in a

safer place, some 200 y ards back o f the o rig ina l grave ; a nd o n A ug . 20, 1 8 95, the

Spo t wa s marked w ith a s lab . A mo numenta l shaft to his memo ry w a s erected
Ma y 30 , 1 901 . See Rep orts o f F lo yd M emoria l A sso c ia t io n (Sio ux City , 1 8 97,

— ED.



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Aug . z z

Co urse D istance 8: ref? 21 " Aug
?

S. 8 2
°

E. 3 m'? to the U p per pa rt o f a Bluff be low the So ues r i ver
o n S. S. passed W i l low Creek a t 1% M

’
. S. S.

So uth I% M
”
. to Lower p? o f a

‘W il low Island in the Midle o f

the Ri ver o ne o n S. S. o p sf .

S. 48 . W . 1% ml?
to the head o f the passed Severa l Sand bars
di v iding the Current

,
W ind ha rd

W est 2 M’
. to a h igh w o od o n the L. S. p ased a la rge Sa nd
ba r from the S. S. River Wide.

W . 4 M1
,

“
to a Bey au in a bend to the L. S. abo v e where
the Maha rs o nce had a V i llage a Sand ba r in the

M iddle 8: S. S.

N . 1 8 . E . 2 to a p ? o f W i llow s o n the L . S. w ind ha rd
from S. E .

N. 22
? W . M1

.

”
o n the L. S. o p s

‘
.

i
to wh ich the So ues River is

w ith in 2 mi les o n the S. S.

W . Ml o n the L. S.

W . 2 M l? to a W i llow p‘. o n the S. S.

W . 1% ml? o n the Sand ba r o n S. S.

W . 2 M1? to a W i llow p ‘. o n the L. S. pa ssed 3 Sand bar.

W . I m‘
. o n the Sand b a r o n the L. S ide .

2% m i les to Some low W i l low s o n the S . S.

The two men Sent with the h o rses has no t j o ined u s a s yet .

Aug ust Friday 1 8 04 .

Set o u t ea rl y w ind from the So u th a t three mi les we

landed a t a Blu ff where the two men Sent w i th the h o rses
were wa it ing w ith two Deer, by examo natio n this ( 1 ) Bluff
Co n ta ined Alum,

Co ppera s, Co ba l t, Pyri tes ; a Alum Ro ck
So ft 8: Sand Sto ne. Capt . Lewis in p ro v eing the qu a l i ty o f

tho se mine ra ls was Nea r po iso n ing h imse l f by the fumes 8:

tast o f the Coba lt which had the a ppea ra nce o f So ft Iso ngla ss .

Co ppe ras 8: a lum is verry p iscu ,
l Abo ve th is Bluff a Sma l l

1 B iddle here say s ( i , p . “ The appeara nce o f these minera l substances
enab led us to a cco unt fo r diso rders o f the stomach w ith which the party had been
affected s ince they left the river Sio ux ; the men had used the wa ter o f the M isso uri ,
o n which flo ated a scum pro ceeding from these ro cks. By dipping from be low , a nd

avo iding this scum, they o bta ined pure w ater, a nd their ma ladies so o n ceased. ED.

[ 1 1 6 ]
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Creek coms in from. the L . S . pass ing u nder the Cl ift fo r Sev
era l M i les, th is Creek I Ca l l Ro loj e a name I lea rned last
n igh t is M [ ]s (2) Seven M i les abo v e is a Cl ift o fAllom
Sto ne o f a D a rk B rown Co lt Co n ta in ing a lso incrusted in the

crevi ces 8: she lves o f the ro ck grea t q t? o f Co ba l t, Semented
Sh els 8: a red ea rth . from this the (3) rive r bends to the E a st

and is w ithin 3 o r 4 mi les o f the River So ues a t the place where
th at ri ve r Co rn s from the h igh l and i n to the Low Pra i r ie 8:
passes u nder the fo o t o f tho se H i l ls to its M o uth .

Capt. Lew is to o k a D o st o f Sa l ts to wo rk o ff the effects o f

the a rsen i c, we camped o n the S . S.

I Sa i led the grea ter pa rt
o f th is day w i th a ha rd w ind from the S . E . Grea t dee l o f
E lk Sign

, and grea t appea rance o fw ind from the N . W

Co urse D i stance 8: reff 22'“I Aug?

o n the 8 . po int
to the lowe r po int o f a Bluff o n the L . S. ( 1 )
to a pf o f h igh w o o d o n the L . S. pa ssd a

‘ Creek ( 2)
N . 56 . M‘

.

5 to a Cl i ft o n the L . S. o ps
"
a p

f

p ass
’

d 3 Sand
ba r o n bo th s ides o f the r i ver (3)

N. 54 . E . 2 Mls to a p? o f Sa nd o n the L. S. o p s
"
the R. So ues

is near the Misso urie (4 )
M'? to a Tree in the Prari e o n the S. S. p s

‘l
a p t . o f

Sa nd o n the S. S. 2 Sand ba rs in the middle o f

the r i ver.

o rdered a Vo te fo r a Sefj eant to chu se o ne o f three whi ch
may be the h ighest number . the h ighest numbers a re P . Gass
had 1 9 vo tes, Bra tten

2 8: Gibso n .

1 Near Elk Po int , Un io n Co . , S. Da ko ta .
— ED .

3 Fo r such info rma t io n a s can b e o bta ined abo ut W i l l iam Bra tto n , see Whee ler,
On the Tra il of Lew is a nd Cla rk (N. Y. , pp . 1 1 2- 1 1 6 . Bra tto n died in

a mo nument o ver his gra ve a t W aynetown, Ind. , records his share in the

Lew is and C lark expedit io n .

Fo r b iogra phy o f Serg eant Ga ss, see J . G . Ja co b’ s Life a nd Times of Pa trich Ga ss

(W e l lsburg , Va . , 1 8 59) Co ues
‘

s compi la t io n therefrom, in his Lew is a nd Cla rk
,
i ,

pp . xc ix—c vi and a sketch in History of the Pa n-Ha ndle, West Va . (Whee l ing ,
PP 346

—
349 ED
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1 3
“ Aug ust Thursday 1 8 04

Set o u t this mo rn ing verry ea rl y the two men w ith the

h o rses did no t come up la st n igh t I wa l ked o n Sho re 8: Kil led
a fa t Bu ck . J . F iel ds Sent o u t to hunt Came to the Bo a t
and info rmed tha t he had Kil led a Buffalow in the pla in a h ead .

Cap . Lewis to o k 1 2 M en and had the bu ffa low b ro ugh t to the

bo a t in the next bend to the S . S . 2 Elk Swam the river, and
was fired a t from the bo at R . F ie lds came up wi th the H o rses
a nd b ro ugh t two Deer o ne Deer ki l led from the Bo a t. Severa l
Pra rie Wo lves Seen to day Saw Elk Standing o n the Sand
b ar. The Wind b lew ha rd [w est] and ra ised the Sands o ff

the bar in Such C lo uds tha t we Co u l d Scercely [see] this Sand
be ing fi ne a nd verry l ight Stu ck to ev erry thing it to u ched ,
a nd in the Pla in fo r a ha l f a m i le the dista nce I was o u t, every
Spi re o f Grass wa s co ve red w ith the Sand o r Dur t .
We camped o n the L. S . abo ve a Sand I sland , o ne Beaver
Co ught .

Co urse Distance 8: ref”? Aug
f
23

'
5
i

4 M1
.

“
to a Sma l l run between two Bluffs o f Yel low 8:
Blue Earth. [L. S.]

No rth 3% M“. to Some t imber in a bend to the S . S. pa ss? a

W i l low Is land, a Sand Isd o p sd p s
d

a pf o f

H igh La nd S. S. a t o fMI

3 M'
t to a

pf
o f W i llows o n the S . S. hav ing p a ssd t he

Sand bar o n the L. po int .

August Fr iday 1 8 04 .

Some ra in la st n igh t, a Co nt inuat io n this mo rn ing, we Set

o u t a t the u sea l t ime a nd pro ceeded o n the C o u rse o f la st n igh t ,
to the ( 1 ) Commencemen t o f a b lue Clay B luff o f 1 80 o r 1 90

feet high o n the L . S . Tho se Bluffs appea r to have been
la terly o n fi re , and at th is t ime is to o ho t fo r a man to hear

his hand in the ea rth a t any Deb th,
l Grea t appea rance o f

1 T he hea ted b luff s here mentio ned a re ascribed by Co ues (L. a nd C. , i , p . 8 4 )
to vo lcan ic a ct io n ; they were ca l led by the French voy ageurs cores brulées, o r burnt

[ 1 18 ]
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Co u rse Distance ref! 24 Aug
?

to the Commencement o f a Blue Clay Bluff o f

1 80 o r 1 90 feet h igh o n the L. S.

M?
under the Bluff passd tw o Sma l l runs from the

Bluff
,

tho se Bluffs ha ve been la tterly o n fi re is

yet verry ho t . ( I )
to a po int o n L. S.

M‘
.

3
to an o bjec t in the bend o n S. S. an extens i ve
Sa nd ba r o n the L. S.

to the lowe r po int o f a sma ll W i l low Island.

M‘
. to the u p per po int o f a Sand b a r Co nnec ted w ith
the I sland [pa ssed the Creek.

to a W illow p}o n the S. S.



VERM I LION TO TETON

C H A P T E R I I I

F R OM TH E VERM I L ION TO TE TON R I VE R

Cla rk’s Jo urnal, August a s
- September 24, 1 804

Entries andOrders by Lew is , August 26, and September

[C la rk Aug ust Sa tturday 1 8 04.

CLOUDY mo rn ing Cap? Lewis Mysel f co nc luded
to go and See the M o u nd wh ich was Viewed w ith Su ch
turro r by all the different N a tio ns in th is qua rter,

we Se lected Sh ie lds ; J . F ie lds , W . Bra tten, .Serg? Ordway,
J . Co l ler, Ca rr, and Co rp! Wo rb ingto n F ra su re, a lso G .

D rewyer a nd dr0p ed down to the M o uth o f Whi te Sto ne
River, where we

" left the Perogue w i th two men a nd a t 200

ya rds we assended a riseing gro und o f ab o u t Sixty feet, from
the to p o f th is H igh land the Co untrey is leave l 8: o pen as far

as ca n b e Seen, except Some few rises a t a grea t Distance, a nd
the M ound wh ich the I ndians Ca l l M o un ta in o f little p eop le or

Sp irits, th is M o und appea rs o f a co n i c fo rm is N . 20?W .

from the mo u th o f
'

the Creek ,
l

we left the ri v er a t 8 o Clo ck,

a t 4 mi les we Cro ssed the Creek 23 ya rds wide in a n extens i ve
Va l ley a nd Co nt in[u]ed o n a t two mi les fu rth er o ur Dog
wa s so H eeted and fa t igued we wa s o b l iged [to ] Send him back
to the Creek, a t 1 2 o c l o ck we a rriv eda t the h i l l Ca p

‘
. Lewis

mu ch fa t igued from hea t the day it b eing verry ho t 8: he being
in a deb i l i ta ted Sta te from the Precau t io ns he was o b l iged to
take to preven t the effects o f the Co ba l t, 8: M in

‘ Substance
w h ich had l ike to have po iso ned him two days ago , his want

o fwa ter, a nd Sev era l o f the men compla in ing o f Grea t thi rst,
determined u s to make fo r the fi rst wa ter wh ich wa s the Creek

1 Kno w n lo ca l ly , a nd named o n some maps , a s Spirit Mo und. Fo r descript io n
o f its mo re recent appeara nce , see Amer . Antiqua r ia n, Sept . 1 8 9 1 , p . 2 8 9 .

— ED.

[ 12 1 ]
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in a b end N . E . from the M o u nd, ab ou t 3 mi les. afret a

D e lay o f ab ou t 1 h o u r 8: a ha lf to recrut o ur pa rty we set o u t

o n o u r retu rn down the Creek th ro : the bo ttom o f ab o u t 1

m i le in w id th, c ro ssed the creek 3 t imes to the pla ce we fi rst
stru ck it, wh ere we ga thered some delisio us fro o t su ch a s

Grapes, Plumbs, 8: Blue Cu rrents after a Delay o f an ho u r
we set o u t o n o u r ba ck t ra i l 8s a rrived a t the Perogu e a t Su n

set. We pro ceeded o n to the Place we Campd l ast n ight and
Stayed a ll n ight .
This M o und is Situa ted o n a n eliva ted p la in in a leave l and

extens ive pra rie, bea ring N . W . from the M o u th o fWhi te
S to ne Creek nine mi les

,
the base o f the M o u nd is a regu l a r

p a rallelagram the lo ng Side o f wh i ch is abo u t 300 ya rds in
length the Sho rter 60 . o r 70 ya rds . from the lo nger Side o f

the Base it r ises from the No rth 8: So u th w i th a Steep assent

to the h igh t o f 65 o r 70 feet, lea v eing a leave l Pla in o n the

to p o f 1 2 feet in w id th 8: 90 in length . The No rth 8: So u th
pa rt o f this M o und is j o in[ed] by two regu la r rises

,
ea ch in

Ova l fo rms o f ha l f its h ight, fo rming three regu l a r r ises from
the Pla in the a ssen t o f ea ch eliv a ted pa rt is as Suden a s the

princi pa l mo und a t the na rrower s i des o f its Base .

The reagu lar fo rm o f this h i l l wo u l d in Some measu re ju sti fy
a be l ief tha t it owed its o rrigin to the ha nd o f man ; bu t as the

ea rth a nd lo o s pebb les a nd o ther sub stances o f wh i ch it wa s
Compo sed , b o re a n exact resemb lance to the Steep Gro u nd
wh ich bo rder o n the Creek in its ne ighbo u rho o d we co nc luded
it wa s mo st p ro b ab l y the p ro du ct io n o f na tu re .

The o n l y rema rkab le Cha ra cte r is ti c o f th is h i l l admiting it
to b e a na tu ra l p ro duct io n is tha t it is insu la ted o r Sepera ted a

co ns i derab le distance from a ny o ther, wh i ch is verry u nu sial in

the na tu ra l o rde r o r dispo s it io n o f the h i l ls .

The Su rro unding Pla ins is Open Vo i d o f Timber and leave l
to a grea t extent, hence the w ind from wha teve r qu a r ter it may
b low, drives w i th u nu sia l fo rce o v er the naked Pla ins a nd

aga inst this hi l l ; the insects o f v a rio us kinds are thus inv o lun
taryly driven to the M o und by the fo rce o f the w ind

, o r fly to
its Leewa rd Side fo r She l ter ; the Sma l l B i rds who es fo o d they
are, Co nsequent l y reso rt in grea t numbers to this place in

122
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Co urse D i st .

’ 8: Refr? Aug
?
z5

‘il

S. 72
° W . 1 Ml o n the pf o n S. S. o psd a Bluff o f Blue Clay which

is o n the L . S.

Ml o n the p? S . S. o psd the Bluff.

3 M1?
to a pf o f h igh W i l lows o n the L. S. o p sd a Sand
Isla nd pa ssed a Sa nd ba r o n the L . S.

W . 1 Ml o n the L . S. o p sd Sand Island
8 6

9 W. ml o n the L. S. to a p
?
o fW i llows the camp

26“ Aug ust Sunday 1 8 04 .

(Jo ined the B o a t a t 9 oClo ck A .M .) a fter j urking the mea t

Kil led yesterday and p rep areing the Elk Skins fo r a T o e

Ro ap e, we Set o u t L eav eing D rewy er 8: Sha nno n to hunt the
h o rses wh i c h was lo st with di rectio ns to fo l low u s keeping o n

the h igh l ands.

pro ceeded o n passed a c l i ft o f White and B lue o r D a rk
E a rth o f 2 m i les in extent o n the L . S . a nd camped on a Sa nd
b a r o ppo sed the o ld vi l lage Ca l led F ilz

'

te Are. a Sma l l Creek
fa l ls into the river 1 5 yd? wide be low the Vil lage o n the Same

Side L . S.

I
this Village was bu i l t by a I ndian Chief o f the

M a ha na t io n by the name o f Pet ite Arc (o r l ittle Bow) dis

p leasd w i th the Grea t Chief o f tha t n
'

atio n
‘

(Black B i rd) Seper
a ted w ith 200 men and bu i l t a vi l l age a t this pla ce after his
dea th the two Vi l lages j o ined, apf Pa t. Gass a Serg

f vice
F lo yd Deceased .

Grea t o f Grapes, Plumbs o f three Kinds, 2 yel low and

l a rge o ne o f wh ich is lo ng a nd a 3
" kind ro und 8: red a ll we l l

flavo red, p erticu larly the ye l low so rt.

Co urse D istance 8: rep? Aug
?

Ml
.

“ to a Sand ba r Makeing o ut from the S . S.

M‘? to a p ? o fW i llo ws o n the S. S. passed a n Island o n

S . S. a nd large Sand bar o n bo th S ides o f the ri ver a nd
Camp ed o p po s i t the mo uth o f Arc Creek the ri ver
be low w ide.

1 Now Bow Creek, Cedar Co . , Nebr. ED.

124 l
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[Orderly B o o k , L ew is Orders Aug ust 1 8 04 .

The commanding o ffi cers have tho ugh t pro per to appo int
Pa tri c Ga ss, a Sergean t in tlze corp s of v olunteers for Nort/z

Western Discov ery ,
he is therefo re to be o beyed and respected

a cco rdingly .

Se rg? Gass is directed to take cha rge o f the la te Sergf F l o yd
’

s

mess, and immediate ly to enter o n the disch a rge o f su ch o ther
du t ies , as have by the i r p revio u s o rders been p rescribed fo r the
go vernmen t o f the Sergeants o f th is co rps.

The Commanding o ffi cers h ave every reaso n to ho pe from
the previo u s-fa ithfu l l services o f Se rg? Gass, tha t th is expres
s io n o f the i r appro ba t io n wi l l be sti l l fu rther co nfi rmed by his
v igilent a ttent io n in futu re to his du t ies a s a Sergeant . the

Commanding o fficers are st i l l fu rther co nfi rmed in the h igh
Opin io n they had previo u s l y fo rmed o f the capaci ty, deligence
and integrety o f Serg . Gass, from the w ish exp ressed by a large
maj o ri ty o f his comrades fo r his appo in tmen t a s Sergea nt .

M ER IWETH ER LEWI S,
Cap

?
1
’
.

t U . S . Reg? Infty .

Wl.’ CLARK Cp
‘ 8:c.

[ Cla rk Aug ust Monda y 1 8 04 .

This mo rn ing the Sta r ca l l d the mo rn ing Sta r mu ch la rger
than Commo n , G . D rewyer came u p and in fo rmed tha t he
co u ld ne ither find Shanno n no r ho rses, we Sent Sh ie lds 8:

J F ie lds, ba ck to hunt Shanno n 8: the ho rses, w ith det ectio ns
to keep o n the H i l ls to the Grand Ca lumet abo ve o n Rive r
Ka cure (quecure)

1

We Set Sa i l u nder a gent le Breeze
‘

from the S . E . a t 7

mi les passed a White Clay M a r l o r Cha l k B luff u nde r th is
B luff [whi ch] is extens ive I disco vered la rge Sto ne mu ch l ike
l ime i ncrusted wi th a clea r substan ce wh i ch I b el ieve to be

Coba lt, a lso Ore is embeded in the Da rk ea rth, resemb l ing
Slate [bu t] mu ch So fter. abo ve this B luff we had the Pra rie

1 A co rrupt io n o f Rifv iéreui Court, the French name of the Nio bra ra (o r Rapid)
River. ED.
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Set o n fi re to let the So ues See th a t we were o n the river, and
a s a Signa l fo r them to Come to it.
At 2 oClo ck passed the M o uth o f Riv er ya ogue [or Teank

ton,]
1

o ne I ndian at the mo u th o f th is river Swa rn to the

Perogue, we l anded a nd two o thers Came to us, tho se Ind?
i nfo rmed tha t a la rge Camp o f So ues, were o n R . Ja cque nea r
the mo u th . We sent Serj ‘. Pryo r 8: a F renchman w ith M ?

Du rio n, the So ues in terpeter to the Camp w i th di rec tio ns to

invite the principa l Ch iefs to Counci l wi th us a t a B luff ab o ve
Ca l led the Ca lumet . two o f tho se I ndians a ccompan ied them
and the th i rd co nt inu ed in the Bo a t Showing an incl inatio n to

Co ntinue, th i s bo y is a M a ha r
, and info rm tha t his na t io n ,

were go ne to the Parnies [Panies] to make a peace w i th tha t
nano n .

We p ro ceeded o n abo ut o ne and a ha l f mi les and inCamp ed

o n a bar makeing o u t from the S . S . the wind b lew h a rd
from the So u th . A co o l and Plea sent even ing, The river
has fa l len verry s l ow ly and is now low.

Co urse Dis? 8: Refr?Augu st 27.

M i les to the u pper pa rt o f a Ca lx o r Cha lk Bluff o n
the L. S. have ing pa ssd a la rge Sa nd ba r o n the

L. S. and tw o o n the S. S. a lso some Sma l l Bars in
the R.

No rth M1? to a tree in a bend to the S. S. pass 2 Sand ba rs
in the r i ver.

Ml ?
‘
to the Mo uth o f R i ver Ja cque on the S. S . two

large Sa nd bars o n the L . S.

S . 80
? M ]?

o n the S ide o f a large Mud barMakeing o ut abo ve
the River Ja c que o r Yeankton .

This river ab ou t 85 o r 90 yds . Wide and is naVagable fo r

Perogues a Grea t dista nce, it heads with the S
E Peters , o f the

M isissipp i 8: the red River wh i ch runs into Lake Winip eck
and H udso ns Bay .

1 The James (o r Da ko ta) River. — ED.
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[Orderly B o o k ; L ew is zj Orders , Aug ust 1 8 04,

The commanding o ffi cers di rect that the two messes who

fo rm the . crews o f the p ero gu es sh a l l scelect each o ne ma n

from the i r mess fo r the pu rpo se o f co o king , and th a t these
co o ks a s wel l a s tho se p revio us l y appo inted to the messes o f

the Ba rge c rew,
sha l l in fu tu re be exempted from mo u nt ing

gua rd, o r any deta i l fo r that duty ; they are th erefo re no lo nger
to be hel d o n the ro yaster.

M . LEW IS Cap!
U . S . Reg

? I nfty .

W“ CLARK Cpf 8:c

[C la rk 29
“ August Wednesday 1 8 04 .

Some ra in last n igh t 8: th is mo rn i ng, Sent o n Co l ter w ith
Pro vis io ns in p u rsu te o f Shanno n

,
had a To e ro ap made o f

E lk Skin , I am
'

mu ch
.

engaged riteing . a t 4 o Clo ck P. M .

Sergf Pryo r 8: M 5D o rio n w i th 5 Cheifs and abo u t 70 men 8:

b o y s a rrived o n the o ppo s i t Side we Sent o ve r
‘

a Pero gue

8: M r. D o rr1o n 8: his So n who was tradeing w i th the I ndians
came o ver w ith Serj f Pryo r, and info rmed u s tha t the Chiefs
were the re we sent Serj f Pryo r 8: yo ung M r . D o rio n

1
w ith

Som To b a cco , Co rn a nd a few Kitt les fo r them to Co o k in,
w i th d i rect io ns to info rm the Ch iefs tha t we wo u ld Speck to
them tomo rrow.

Tho se I ndians b ro ugh t wi th them fo r the i r own use 2 Elk

8: 6 Dee r w hi ch the yo ung men Kil led o n the way from the i r
Camp 1 2 M iles distan t .
Serj f Pryo r info rms me that when [they] came nea r the
I ndia n Camp they were met by men w i th a . Buffa low ro abe

to ca rry th em,
MTDo rio n i nfo rmed they were no t the owners

o f the Bo a ts 8: did no t w ish to be ca rried the Scio u es

Camps are h andsom o f a Co n i c fo rm Co vered w i th Buffa low
Ro abs Pa in ted different co lo u rs and a ll compact 8: ha ndsomly
a rranged , Co vered all ro u nd an o pen pa rt in the Centre fo r
the fi re, w i th Buffalow ro abs, ea ch Lo dg has a p la ce fo r

1 The y o ung er Dorio n w as a fterward s la in o n the headwaters of the Co lumb ia ,
whi le trapping fo r the unfo rtuna te A sto ria expeditio n.

— J. N. BASKETT .
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Co o king deta ched , the l o dges co nta in from 1 0 to 1 5 perso ns.

a Fa t Dog was presented a s a ma rk o f thei r Grea t respec t fo r
the pa rty o f wh ich they pa rto o k hartily and tho ught it go o d
a nd we l l flavo red .

The River Ja cque is Deep 8: is nav agab le fo r Perogues a

lo ng distance up a t the M o u th it is Sha l low 8: na rrow bu t

ab o ve it is 80 o r 90 ya rds Wide pa ss ing thro : ri ch Praries
w i th bu t l ittle t imber this rive r passes the So u ix Rive r a nd

heads w i th the SEPete rs and a b ranch o f Red r iver whi ch fa l ls
into Lake Winep eck to the No rth .

30
"h

of August l ursday 1 8 04 .

a verry th ick fog th is mo rn ing a fter Prep areing Some

p resents fo r the Cheifs whic h we in tended [to ] make b y giving
M eadels , and fin ishing a Speech wh ich we intended to give
them,

’

we sent MTD o rio n in a Perogu e fo r the Cheifs a nd

Wa rriers to a Co u nci l u nder an Oak Tree nea r where we had
a flag flying o n a h igh fl agstaff a t 1 2 oClo ck we met and

Cap . L. Del ivered the Spea ch then made o ne grea t Chifl"

by giving him a M eadel 1 8: Some Clo a thes , o ne Chief 8:
three Third C hiefs in the same way , they recf

‘
th o se things

w i th the go o ds a nd to ba cco w i th p leasu re To th e Grand
Chief we gave a F lag and the pa ro le (certifi ca te) 8:Wamp om

w i th a hat 8: Chiefi Co at,
2 We Smo ked o u t

_

o f the pipe o f

pea ce , 8: the Chiefs ret i red to a Bo u rey [Bowray ] made o f

bushes by thei r yo ung men to Divide thei r presents a nd Smo ke
ca te and Co u nci l Capt . Lewis 8: My se l f reti red to dinner
a nd co nsu lt ab ou t o ther measu res . M .

r

Dau rio n is mu ch dis
p lea sed tha t we did no t i nv ite him to dine w ith u s (whi ch he
wa s So rry fo r a fterwa rds) . The So uex is a Sto u t bo ld l o o king

1 Fo r excel lent descript io n and i l lustra t io ns o f these meda ls (first-grade), see

Whee ler, On the ‘Tra il of Lefw z
'

s a nd Cla rk (N. Y. , i , pp . 1 39 , 1 40 . Three

o f the meda ls distributed b y Lew is and Clark have s ince been fo und — a t the mo uth

o f Wa l lawa l la River, a t Fo rt Cla tsop , and a t the mo uth o f Po t la tch River, respec

tively . ED.

2 Described by B iddle as a

'

richly la ced uniform o f the Un ited Sta tes a rt i l lery
corps, w ith a co cked ha t and red fea ther. " — ED.
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peo ple, (the yo ung men handsom) 8: we l l made, the grea ter
pa rt o f them make use o f B ows 8: a rrows, Some fi ew fusees I
o bserve amo ng them,

no twith s tanding they l ive by the Bow
and a rrow

,
they do no t Sh o o t So We l l a s the No thern India ns

the Wa rriers are Verry mu ch deckerated w ith Pa in t Po rcupine

quils 8: fea thers , l a rge leagins and mo ckerso ns, all w i th buffa low
ro abs o f Different Co lo u rs . the Squars wo re Petico ats 8: a

Whi te Buffa low ro abe w ith the b l ack ha re tu rned ba ck o ver
the i r necks and Sho lders .

I wi l l here rema rk a SOCIETe hich I had never befo re
th is day hea rd wa s in any na ti o n o f Indians, fo ur o f whi ch is
a t this t ime p resent and a ll who rema in o f this B and . Th o se
who become M emb ers o f this So ciety mu st be b rave a ct ive

y o ung men who take a Vow never to give back let the dange r
be wha t it may , in

'

-War Pa rties they a lways go fo rwa rd
w i tho u t screen ing themse l ves beh ind trees o r anyth ing else to

this Vow they Stri ctly adhier du reing the i r Lives . a n instance
wh ich happened no t lo ng sence, o n a pa rty in Cro ss ing the

R M isso u rie o n the ice, a who le was in the ice imediately in

th ei r Co u rse whi ch migh t easi l y have been avo i ded by go ing
a ro und , the fo remo st man went o n and was lo st the o thers wer
draged a ro und by the pa rty . in a ba tt le with the Crow 2

[Ki te]
Indians who inhab i t the Cout Nair 3 o r b la ck M ounta in o u t

o f 22 o f this So ciety 1 8 was Ki l led , the rema ining fo u r was
draged o ff b y the i r Pa rty Tho se men are l ike l y fe l lows the[y]
Set together Camp 8: D ance to gethe r . This So c iety is in
imita tio n o f the So ciet ies o f the de Cu rbo o r Crow (De Corueau,
Kite) I ndians, whom they imita te .

1 The so c iety of warriors here described was o ne o f the bra nches of the mi l i
ta ry and so c ia l o rgan iza t ion which existed amo ng the Bla ckfeet, Sio ux, Chey enne,
K iowa , and pro bab ly a ll the pra irie tribes except the Comanche in the So uth, a c

cording to M o o ney (U. S. Bur . Etlznol. Rep . , I S92
—
93, pp. 98 6 who describes

it a s it existed among the Ara paho . ED.

2 The Crows a re a H ida tsa tribe, a l l ied to t he M inita ree , a nd orig ina l ly lo ca ted
o n the Yel lowstone River in la ter y ears, they have been g a thered o n the Crow reser
va t io n in Mo ntana .

-ED.

Tha t is, Céte Nair .
“ Our autho rs use the term ‘ B lack mounta ins ‘

fo r any o f

the eleva ted co untry to the west of the M issouri in No rthern Nebra ska and bo th
Dako ta s.

"
-COU£ s (L. a nd C. , i , p .
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to b ring abo ut a pea ce w ith the Seio ux, M ahars, Panies, Po n

ca ries, [Po nca s — ED .] Otto es 8: M isso u ries, a nd to emp lo y
a ny trader to take Some o f the Cheifs o f ea ch o r as ma ny o f
tho se na t io ns a s he Co u l d Perticu la rly the Seu o uex (down to

Wa sh
"

) I to o k a Vo ca bu la ry o f the Suo ux Language, a nd the

Answer to a fiew qu aries su ch a[s] refured to thei r Si tua tio n ,

Trade
,
Number, War

,
8:c . 8:c . Thi s N at io n is Divided into

20 Trib es, po ssess ing Seperate interests . Co l lect ivel y they
are no umero us say from 2 to 3000 men

,
the i r interests a re so

u nco nnected tha t Some b ands are a t war w ith Na t io ns [with]
whi ch o ther b ands a re o n the mo st friendly terms. This Grea t
Na t io n who the F rench has given the Nickname o f Su o u ex,

C a l l themse l ves Da r eo ta r [D ako ta — E D.] thei r langu age
is no t pecu l ia rl y the i r own , they Speak a great number o f

wo rds
,
wh ich is the Same in every respect w i th the M aha

,

Po ncarer, Osa rge 8: Ka nz a s. wh ich clea r ly pro ves that th o se
nat io ns a t some perio d no t mo re tha t a cen tu ry o r two past
a re o f the Same na t io n . Th o se Da r ea ter

’

s o r Suo ux inhab i t
o r ro ve o ver the Co u n trey o n the Red rive r o f LakeWinip eck ,

Sf Pete rs 8: the West o f the M issi[ss]—ipp ie, abo ve Pra rie De

Cheen (Pra irie de Chien) heads o f River Demo in
,
a nd the M is

so u ri and its wa ters o n the N . Side fo r a grea t extent . they
a re o n l y a t pea ce w i th 8 na tio ns

,
8: agreeab le to the i r Ca l cu la

t io n a t
'

War with twenty o dd. The i r trade coms from the

Brit ish , except th is Band and o ne o n Demo in who trade with
the Traders o f S‘ Lo u is . The[y] fu rn i sh Bea ver , M a rta in,
Lo ups

, (Wolfs) Peko n , (p ichou) Bea r 8: Deer Skins, and have
abo u t 40 Traders amo ng them. The Da r t o ta r o r Su o uez ro ve
8: fo l l ow the Buffalow ra ise n o co rn o r any th ing e l se the wo o ds
8: p raries affo rding a su ff[i] cency , the[y] ea t M eat, and Substi

tu te the Gro u nd po ta to wh i ch grow in the Pl a ins fo r b read .

Th e Name s o f th e Defferen t T rib e s o r b a nds o f th e Sceo ux,

o r Da r c o ta r Na tio n .

1
't Che ther ree Ya nhton (o r bo is ruley) (brule

’

) now p resent inhabit
the Suo uex 8: Demo in Rive rs a nd the Jacque . ( 200 men .)

H o in de borto (Po les) they l i ve [ro ve] o n the heads o f So uex

and Jacques R i vers.
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Me M a ea r j o (Make fence o n the river) ro ve o n the Co un try
near the b ig bend o f the Misso uries.

Sou on
,
Te ton (Peo p le o f the Pra r ie) the[y] ro ve in the Pla i ns

N. o f the R i v M isso urie ab o ve th is .

5
‘h Wa u pa coo ta r (Lea f Beds) the[y ] l i ve nea r the Pra rie de

Cha i n Nea r the Missipp i.
6‘h Te Ca r ton ( o r V i l lage o f Pra rie) ro ve o n the waters o f the

M iss iss i p pi abo ve Pra rie de Cha in.

Ne Wa s ta r ton (b ig W a ters To wn ) ro ve o n the Missipp i abo ve
the S5Peters R i ver.
Wa u pa tone (LeafNa t io n) l i ve 1 0 Leagues up St . Peters R i ver.
Ca r Ca rba (W hite Man) l ive 35 Leagues up St . Peters r i ver.
M ca cu op si ba (Cut b ank) ro ve o n the head o f St . Peters.

1 Sou on ro ve o n St. Peters river in the Praries.

Sou se toons l i ve 40 Leages up the St . Peters river.

The names o f the o the r bands ne i ther o f the So u ex’s ih
terp ters co u l d info rm me .

1 in the even ing late we gave ME

Do u rio n a b o ttle o f whiskey , 8: he w ith the Cheifs 8: his So n

Cro ssed the river and Camped o n the Oppo sit bank . So o n
after n ight a v io lent w ind from the N . W . wi th ra in the ra in
Co ntinud the greater pa rt o f the n igh t . The r iver at riseing a

l i ttle.

September Sa tturday 1 8 04

M .

r

Do urio n l i ft his Ki tt le 8: Sen t back fo r it 8:c . we Set

o u t unde r a j entle Breez e from the S . (It ra ined ha l f the l ast
n igh t) pro ceeded o n pass the B luffs comp sf

i
o f a ye l low ish

red, 8: Brown ish Wh ite Clay wh ich is a [s] ha rd as Cha l k

(a nd much
‘

resembling it) th is B luff is 170 o r 1 80 fee t high ,

1 These tribes a re enumera ted very different ly by B iddle, thus ( i, pp . 6 1 , 62)
( I ) Yankto ns z o o wa rrio rs (2) T eto ns o f

_

the burnt wo o ds 3o o men (3) T eto ns

Okandanda s 1 50 men ; (4 ) T eto ns M inna keno zzo 250 men ; (5) T etons Sa o ne

go o men ; (6) Yank tons of the Pla ins , o r Big Devi ls 500 men (7) Wahpa to ne

z o o men ; (8 ) Mindawa rca rto n go o men (9) Wahpa to o ta , o r Leaf Beds 1 50

men ; ( 1 0) Sista so o ne — z o o men . Cf. Lew is' s Sta t ist ica l V iew o f the Indian
Na t io ns Inhab iting the T errito ry o f Lo u is iana , " accompany ing Jefferson’

s Message to

Co ngress, Feb . 1 9, 1 8 06 the substance o f this V iew "

w i l l
b e repub l ished in the appendix to the present w ork. Fo r modern sc ient ific cla ssifica

t i o n, see Pow e l l’s “ India n L ingu ist ic Fami l ies, ” in U. S. Bur . Ethnol . Rep . ,
1 8 8 5

8 6 , pp . 1 1 1 - 1 1 8 . Cf. Wis . Hist. Collections, xvi , pp . 1 93, 1 94 .
— ED.
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h e re the H igh lands appro a ch nea r the rive r o n each Side , tha t
o n the S . S . no t so h igh a s tha t o n the L . S . o ppo s it the
Blu ffs is Situ a ted a La rge I s land Co vered w i th t imber c lo se
u nder the L . S . ab o ve the Is“. the h igh la nd appro a ch 8: fo rm
a Cl i ft to the r iver o n the S . S . this Cl ift is Ca l led White
Bea r Cl i ft o ne o f tho se a n ima ls hav eing been kiled in a wh o le
In It .

qf Sep tember Sa tturday 1 8 04.

Some ha rd w ind and ra in , c lo udy all day , the r iver Wide
8: h i l ls o n ea ch Side nea r the rive r, pass

d
a la rge ( 1 ) I sland

wh i ch appea red to b e compo sed o f Sand , Co vered w ith Co tto n
wo o d clo se u nder the S . S . we landed a t the l ower po in t o f a
la rge I s land o n the S . S . Ca l led bon homme o r Good M a n, here
Cap . Lewis 8: my se l f went o u t a Sh o rt distance o n the L . S .

to See a Beave r ho use,wh i ch wa s Sa i d to be o f Grea t h i te 8:
Si tu a ted in a Po nd We co u ld no t find the ho use and retu rned
a fte r n ight Drewyer Kil led a n Elk, 8: a Beaver. numbers o f
Ca t fish co ugh t

,
tho se fi sh is so p lenty th a t we ca tch them a t

any time and p lace in the river .

Co urse 8: refr? Sept .

N . 8 8 W . 4. .to a h igh po int o f o n the S. S. haveing p ass‘1 a n

Is‘? ( 1 ) o n the L . S. 8: Severa l Sa nd ba rs.

75
9 W. 2 to the lower p? o f a large I sland o n S . S. passed a

p ? o n the L . S . a nd a Sand bar.

S. 6 8
? W. 4 to a p? o n L. S. pass‘.i the upper p f o f the Isl“.l SS,

a nd some land w i th bows [bo ughs ED .] a nd

evident ma rks o f be ing made 24 [feet — ED .] abo ve
wa ter.
to a tree a t the lower p? o f Bon homme Island on

S. S . haveing ps
f
a p? o n the S. S. a Deep bend o f

Sand a ndW i l lows o n L. S.

a
“ September Sunday 1 8 04 .

Set o u t ea r ly and pro ceeded o n passed the I s land and Landed
o n the S . S . abo ve u nder a Ye l l ow Clay b luff o f 1 10 feet h igh ,
the Wind b lew verry ha rd ahead from the N . W . w i th Some

ra in a nd v erry co ld , G . Drewnyer R . F ields, Newman 8:

h owa rd Kil led fo u r fine Elk we had the meat a ll j urked and
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N . 8 1
? W . 1 830 y a rds to the r i ver 8: abo ve w here th is ba nk Strikes

the r i ver is the rema ins o f a C ircu la r wo rk.

in th is Co urse a t 533 ya rds a Deep Po nd o f 73 yards D i ameter per
fectly ro und is in the Co urse o f the ban k wh ich is abo ut 8 feet h igh,
from thi s Pond the bank lowers gradua l ly . a bank abo ut the same

h ight runs near the r i ver, a nd must ha ve jo ined the ma in wo rk a t a pa rt
which is now w ashed i nto the r i ver, th is is a lso perfectly Stre ight a nd
w idens from the ma in w o rk

,
a s the r i ver abo ve ha s wa shed in its banks

fo r a great distance I canno t fo rm a n Idea r How tho se two lo ng wo rks
jo ined. where they Strike the river abo ve, they are abo ut 1 1 00 y d’ a part,

[Ano th e r De scrip tio n J ]

N?

I a Wa ll o f the Ant ient W o rk Commenc ing o n the b a nk o f the

R i ver and runn ing o n a direct l ine S. 76
? W . 96 yard, abo ut

75 feet ba ice and 8 feet h igh.

2. Wa l l Co n t inued. and Co urse S. 84
? W . 53 ya rds from a n

ang le fo rmed by a slo peing decent N?
1 3. ha s the a p peara nce

o f a ho rnw o rk o f nearly the same h ight o f the fo rmer angle
N?

1 .

the W a l l Co nt inued o n a Co urse N . 69
? W . fo r 300 ya rds in

wh ich there is a lo w pa rt o f the wa ll which is Co vered by two
C i rcu la r a nd lower W a lls o ne b ack o f the o ther. 8 . 8 . wh ich
c o vers the ga te w ay Comp lete ly, between tho se o uter W a l ls
8 . 8 . there a p pea rs to ha ve been a Co vered way o ut o f the

M a in w o rk into the vac ancy between tho se tw o W a lls N9

9 .

Th is W a l l No . 3 is 8 feet h igh and abo ut 75 feet Bace .

a W ide p a rt o f the W a l l wh ich is abo ut 1 2 feet high and 1 05

feet base o n the Co urse N . 69
9 W . Co nt inued from the ga te

w ay .

The W a ll abo ut 1 5 feet high and ab o ut 90 feet b ace o n a

co urse N . 32
? W . fo r 56 yds .

6 . the Wa l l Co nt inus o n a Co urse N. 20
° W . fo r 73 yards a nd

ends ab rup t ly near a who le nea r Severa l Mo unds p rismiscusly
in the Go rge o f the W o rk between th i s and the r i ver.
N . 32

9 W . 96 ya rds a cro ss a low p lace much lower than the

Commo n lea ve l o f the p la in to the Commencement o f a wa l l o f
8 feet h igh this is an o pen Sp ace , from whence there is Some
a p pea ra nce o f a Co vered w ay to the Wa ter.

1 This ma tter is found in Codex N, pp . 8 1 - 85. ED.
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1 0. is a la rge ho l low p lace much low er then the p la in
1 2. 1 2. Severa l litt le Mo unds in the go uge

7. the gateway to the Stro ng wo rk.

14 . a redo ub t S itua ted o n a n Island wh ich is ma k eing o n the S ide
nex t to the M a in W o rk , the wa l l fo rming th is redo ub t is 6 feet
h igh

1 5. 1 5. The r i ver ba nks a t the w a ters edge

1 6 . a th ick W a l l o f abo ut 6 feet high p ass ing from the Rivers edge

a t the go uge o f the W o rk perfec t ly stre ight to the bend o f the

R i ver a bo ve a nd there ends abrup tly where the M isso ur i is
under mine ing its ban ks o n th is W a l l ma ney la rge Co tton
Trees o f tw o 8: 3 feet diameter, the Ba nk pa sses thro

’
a wo od

in its who le Co urse
N

ci
1 7. 1 9. a Stre ight w a l l o f 1 830 ya rd extending from the Go uge o f

the stro ng wo rk o n a Co urse N. 8 1
° W . Th is w a l l is 8 feet

h igh to a ro und p o n (N
9

1 8 ) from then it becoms low er a nd
strikes the M isso uri a t a p lace where tha t river ha s the a p

‘c
. [ap

p ea rance] o f haveing incro ached o n its banks for a great distance .

this wa l l p a sses in it’s who le co urse thro ’ a lea ve l p la in .

1 8 . a Deep po nd o f 73 yards diameter in the W a ll
,
p erfectly

ro und
20 . Thro from the e x tremity o f o ne W a l l to the o ther 1 1 00

yards .

2 1 . a Sma l l redo ubt o n the ba nk o f the ri ve r.
The Stro ng part o f thi s wo rk which must be abo ut o f it

’
s o r ig ina l

S ize Co nta ins Twenty acres.

The p art Co nta i ned betw een the two W a lls is abo ut 500 a cres , and
it is Certa in tha t thOse W a lls ha ve been lo nger and must ha ve co n

ta ined a much grea ter Sp ace

I am info rmed by o ur french interp eters that a grea t number
o f tho se a nt ient wo rks a re in Defferent pa rts o f the Co u n trey ,
o n the Pla te Rive r, Ka nsas, Jacque, Osa rge , M ine rive r 8:c.

A Sma l l o ne is o n [a n] I s land o pp o s i t the o ne I have
D iscribed

,
a nd two o f o u r Pa rty Saw two o f tho se Antien t

f[o ]rtresses o n the Petteet Arc Creek o n the uppe r Side nea r
the M o u th , each angle o f wh i ch were 1 00 ya rds and abo u t 8

fee t h igh .

l

1 The o pin io n now preva i ls, tha t these fo rt ifica t io ns were o nly na tural forma
t io ns, made by the drift ing sands . ED



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sept. 3

of Sep tember Monday 1 8 04 .

a verry Co l d mo rn ing wind from N . W . we Set o u t a t Sun

r ise, 8: p ro ceeded o n to a Bluff be low the M o u th o f Plumb
Creek [1 2 y ds] o n the S . S . a nd to o k an o bsev a tio n o f the

Suns a l t itude .

This Creek is Sma l l it abo unds w ith p lumbs o f a De l i c io u s
flavo u r the Rive r is Wide and Crowded wi th Sa nd b a rs .

it is riseing a l itt le but l i tt le t imber in this Co untrey a ll th a t
is, is o n the river in the Po ints . we came to o o n the L. S . in

the edge o f a Pla in an [d] Camped fo r the n igh t . we Saw

Some s igns o f the two men Shanno n 8: Co l ter , Shanno n ap

p eared to be a head o f Co l ter. The Whi te ba nks appea r to
co nt inue o n bo th s i des o f the river . Grapes p lenty a nd finely
flavered .

Co u rse:Dis‘. 8: refrs . 3
31 Sept

f

Ml o n the L. S. o psf
’
a Bluff

W. 3 M 1? to the Up per po i nt o f some wo o d a t the fo o t o f the

high land o n the L. S. in a bend o f the ri ver pa ss
a large Sand ba r 400 y d? w ide o n the L. S . and a

p? 8: Sand ba r from the S. S.

West M1? to a o bj .t in a Deep bend to the S. S . p a ssf
1
a p

i S.

S. a nd a la rge Sand bar o n the L . S.

W . 1 M1 to the Mo uth o f Plumb CE o n the S. S. psf
’

undEWh ite ba nk.

So uth to a pf o n the S . S.

'

p ass
‘
.

l Severa l Sand bars 8: two
p? on the L . S .

4th September Tuesday 1 8 04 .

a Verry Co ld Wind from the S . S . E . we Set o u t ea rly and

p ro ceeded o n [to ] the M ou th o f a Sma l l Creek in a bend to

the L . S . Ca l led Whi te l ime, at 15 M iles h igher u p passed a

la rge Creek o n the L . S . Ca l led R . au P la tte o r White P a int 1

between tho se two Creeks (the la tter o f wh ich is ab ? 30 yd?
W ide) we passed u nder a B luff o f red Ceeder, a t 4 M

“

passed the mo u th o f the River Que Courre (rap id R ) o n the

L . S . a nd Came to a Sh o rt distance abo ve. th is River is 1 52

1 Now Baz i le creek . — ED.

[ 138 ]



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sep t . 5

Co urse 8: -Sept .

r

N. 85
? W . 2 M1

.

“ to a W i l low p? o n the S. S. a Bluff o p s‘.l

N , 35
? W . 3 to a h igh pa rt o f a Bluff o n the S . S. a large

Islfl Ca lled Pa n ia Is‘i in M iddle o f the r i ver.
N. 58

° W . 33. to a Creek o n the S. S. p s
‘
.

1
the Isd a t I M! a Sand

ba r makeing from it . Po ncara r [Po nca] R i ver o p
po s i t o u the L. S. 30

West M1? to the Lower po int o f a la rge Island near the L .

Side ( 1 )
M1? to the right S ide o f the S‘! Isla nd to the head

p assed a W i llo w Is“.l 8: a Sa nd ba r

Sep tember Wednesday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rl y the Wind b lew ha rd from the So u th , Go a ts ,
tu rkeys Seen to day, p assed a la rge I s land ( I ) Op s

‘

.

l
th is

I s land nea r the head the Po ncarars Rive r Coms into the M is

so u rie from the West this river is ab o u t 30 ya rds Wi de . dis

p a tched two men to the Po ncaries Vi l lage Si tua ted in a

h andsom Pla in o n the l ower S ide o f thi s Creek abo u t two

m i l es from the M isso urie the Po ncarars Na ti o ns is Sma l l 1

and a t th is t ime o u t in the p raries hun t ing the Buffa low , o ne

o f the men Sent to the Vil lage Kil led a Bu ffa lo w in the town,

the o the r, a la rge Bu ck nea r it, Some Sign o f the two men

who is a head . abo ve the I s land o n the S . S . we passed u nder
a B luff 2 o f B lue ea rth , u nde r wh ic h Severa l M ine ra l Springs
b ro ke o u t the wa ter o f wh ich had a tas te l i ke Sa lts

,
We

Came to o o n the u pper po int o f a la rge I s land (wh i ch I ca l l
No p reserv es I s land) he re we made a Ceeder M ast, o u r

hunters b ro ught in three bu cks, a nd two e l ks th is even ing
wh ich we had j u rked.

One o f the hunters Shie lds, info rmed tha t he Saw Severa l
b l a ck ta i led D eer, nea r the Po nca rer Vil lage

1 The B iddle text sta tes (i , p . 66) tha t th is Po nca tribe, wh ich had once num

bered 400 men, wa s then reduced to abo ut fifty , who had ta ken refuge w ith the

Omaha . Bo th tribes had been sedentary , b ut w ere driven from their vi l lages by
w a r a nd pesti lence. ED.

1 Now ca l led Cho uteau B luffs. — ED .
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Course D istance and refferrenc ies . 6'.b Sep
?
1 804 .

West 1% M1? to a pf o fWo od o n the S. S. o pp o s it a Bluff.

N. 85
° W . 7 M1? pa ssed a pf o n the S. S. a t 1% M

‘
.

8
abo ve which

mi les 8 1 is a large Sand ba r o n L. S. a high C l ift o f Blue
2

8: redish so ft ro ck, Co lter jo ined us .

Sep
f Thursday 1 8 04 .

a Sto rm th is mo rn ing from the N . W . which la sted a fi ew

minits, we Set o u t and pro ceeded o n passed the h ead o f the

wh ich is Sepera ted from the L. S . by a na rrow Channe l
,

a

h a rd W ind from the N . W . a Verry Co l d day . we camped o n

the S . S . a t the uppe r po in t o f Some t imber , Somet ime befo re
N ight, no t imb er, [being in rea ch ]
I saw Severa l go a ts l o n the h i l ls o n the S . S . a lso Buffa low

in great numbers .

1

Co urse D ista nce 8: refferrences . Sept . 1 804 .

N . 60° W. 3 M15 to the p f o f a Bluff o n the S. S . o p s
‘
.

i
a p fo n L. S.

W est 23 M i les to a tree in a bend to the L. S. nea r the fo o t o f
a ro und mo unta in resemb ling a Cupo la ( I ) pa ssed
2 Sma l l Isl".s S. S.

a verry Co l d mo rn ing wind S . E . Set o u t a t day l igh t we

landed after p ro ceeding M i les , nea r the fo o t o f a ro u nd
M o unt ing, which _

_

I saw yesterday , resemb l ing a dome .

2 Cap .

Lewis 8: Myse l f wa l ked up to the to p which fo rms a Co ne and

is abo u t 70 feet h igher than the high lands a ro und it, the Base
is abo u t 300 fo o t in decending th is Cupo la , disco vered a Vil
lage o f Sma l l an ima l s tha t bu rrow in the grown (tho se an ima ls
are Ca l led by the french Pet ite Chien) Ki l led o ne a nd Caugh t
o ne a l ive by p o reing

'

a grea t qu a nt i ty o fWater in his bo le a

we a ttempted to dig to the beds o f o ne o f tho se anima ls, after

1 These “
g o a ts were antel opes (Antilocapra Amer ica na ) . T his an ima l wa s

new to sc ience when disco vered by Lew i s a nd C la rk in 1 8 04 , and wa s no t techni

ca l ly named unt i l 1 8 1 5.
— GOUES (L. a nd C. ,

i , p .
2 A co nspicuo us landmark , now known a s “ the T o wer. — ED.

Ga ss say s (p. 51 ) rega rding th is a ttempt, tha t “ a ll the party ; except the guard,
w ent to it and to o k w ith them a ll the K ett les a nd o ther vessels fo r ho lding w a ter ; bu t

tho ugh they w o rked a t the bus iness t i l l n ight, they o n ly caught o ne o f them.

"

ED.
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sept . 8

diging 6 feet, fo und by runn ing a po le down tha t we were no t

ha l f way to his Lo dge, we fo und 2 fro gs in the h o le , a nd

Ki l led a D a rk ratt le Snake nea r w ith a Gro und ra t (or p ra irie
dog) in him, (tho se rats are nume ro u s) the Vi l lage o f tho se
an ima ls ab o u t 4 a cres o f Gro und o n a gradua l decent o f
a h i l l and Co nta ins grea t numbers o f ho les o n the to p o f which
th o se l i ttle an ima ls Set erect make aWhistleing no ise a nd whin
allarmed Step into the i r ho le . we po r’d into o ne o f the ho les

5 b a rre ls o fWater Wi tho u t fi l l ing it . Tho se Anima ls are abo u t

the Size o f a Sma l l Squ [i r]re l Sho rte r (or longer) 8: th icker, the
head mu ch resemb l ing a Squirel in every respect, excep t the
ea rs wh ich is Sho rter, his ta i l l ike a ground squ irel which th ey .

shake 8: Wh ist le when a llarm?
the to e na i ls lo ng, they have .

fine fur 8: the l o nger ha i rs is gray ,
l it is Sa i d tha t a kind o f

Liz a rd a lso a Snake res i de with tho se an ima ls . (did not find
this correct .) Camped .

Co urse Desta nce 8: refferrences . Septf

N . 35. W . 7 M
1? to a p? o n L. S. o ps

?
the ho use o f M .

’ Tro odo

where he w intered in 96 8: Seven Ca lled the Pa nia
ho ? in a wo o [d] to the S. S . ( 1 )

N. 8 8
? W. 10 M1? to a p? o f w o ods S . S. o ne m ile abo ve the c om

mencement o f th is Co urse the Low r

pf o f a W i llow
Isl? this Isl? is 1 7}M

1? in length, in the middle
o f the R. a Sma l l Sand Is? at its u p per extremity .

8 'f' of Sep tember Sa tturday

Set o u t ea r l y and pro ceeded o n under a gent le Breeze from
the S . E . a t 3 passed the ho use o fTro odo Where he win
tered in 96 . Ca l led the Pan ia house, abo ve is high h i l ls o n

the S . S . o n the S . S . mu ch h igher h i l ls than u sea l appea r to
the No rth distan t 8 M iles recent l y bu rnt. pass 3 Sma l l I s la nds
a t abo u t 5 M iles o n th is Cou rse o n the S . S . here Cap . Lewis
Ki l led a Buffalow in the river, a nd the M en o ne o ther Came
to o n the lower po int o f an I s land in the midlle o f the river
Ca l led Bo at I s land 2 and incamped, j urked the mea t Kil led

1 The pra irie-do g (Cy nomy s ludov ieia nus), then unknown to sc ientists ; Coues
th inks tha t Clark and Ga ss w ere the first to describe it . — ED.

1 The present Chico t Island a l ittle above the present Fort Randa l l . ED.
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1 o fh Sep tember Monday 1 8 04

a c l o udy da rk mo rn ing Set o u t ea rly
,
a gent le b reeze from

the S . E . passed two Sma l l I s l ands o n the L . S . and o ne o n

the S . S . a ll in the fi rst Co u rse a t 1 0%M i les pa ssed the lower
po int o f a n (2) I s la nd Co vered with red Ceeder Situa ted in a

bend o n the L . S . th is I s land is abo u t 2 M i les in l ength ( 1 )
be low th is o n a h i l l o n the L . S . we fo und the b ack bo ne o f a

fi sh
, 4 5 feet lo ng tapering to the ta le

,
Some teeth 8:c . tho se

j o ints were Sepera ted and all Petrefied. o ppo s i t this I s land
1%M il es from the river o n the L . S . is a l a rge Sa l t Spring o f

rema rkab le Sa l t Wa ter . o ne o ther h igh u p the hi l l M l no t

So Sa l t. we pro ceeded o n u nder a St iff Breez e . th ree M i les
ab o ve Ceder I s land passed a la rge I s land o n the S . S . no wa te r
o n tha t Side . (3) Severa l elk Swam to th is I s land pa ssed
a Sma l l I s land nea r the cen ter o f the river , o f a M ile in length ,
and Camped o n o ne ab o ve Seperated from the o ther by a Na r

ro w Cha ne l , th o se I s la nds a re Ca l led M ud I s lands . the

hu n ters ki l led 3 Buffa low 8: o ne E lk to day . The ri ve r is
fa l l ing a l i tt le . Great number o f Buffa low 8: Elk o n the h i l l
Side feeding deer scerce

Co urse D i stance 8: reiff 1 1 ‘ .h Sep‘.t

W . 4% M1? to the lower pf o f an Island, pa ssed the Is? o n

wh ich w e Camp?
M1? to the head o f the Island o n its L. S.

Ml’f to a p ? o n the L. S. be low a n I sland ( 1 )
M1? to the U p per pf o f a n I sla nd o n the S. S. pa ssed

o ne o n the L. S . o ps
?
to w h ich at 7}o f a M i le is a

V i llage o f the Ba rking Squ irel L . S.

West M1? to a p .

t
o n the L. S. pa ssed a n Is? o n the S. S.

just abo ve the o ne ment io ned in the la st Co urse .

Sep
‘
. 1 1

”
f Tuesday 1 8 04

A clo udy mo rn ing, Set o u t verry ea rly , the r iver w ide 8:
Sh a l low the bo ttom na rrow, 8: the river cro uded with Sand
b a rs, passed the I s l and o n wh i ch we lay a t o ne mi le, Pa ssed
th ree I s lands o ne o n the L . S . and 2 o n the S . S . o ppo s it the
I s land o n the L. S . I saw a Vi l lage o f Ba rking Squirel
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[pra i rie-dog y
d
.

“ lo ng, and 800 y
? ‘ Wide Si tua ted

o n a j entle S lo pe o f a h i l l , tho se a nama ls are no umero u s, I
ki l led 4 w ith a View to have the i r Skins Stufed.

here the M an who left u s w i th the h o rses 22 ( 1 6) days ago

George Sha nnon He sta rted 26 Aug i) and ha s been a h ead ever
Since j o ined u s nea rl y Sta rved to Dea th , he had been 1 2 days
Wi tho u t any thing to cate bu t Grapes 8: o ne Rab i t, wh i ch he
Ki l led by sho o ting a p iece o f h a rd St i ck in p la ce o f a b a l l .
Th is M an Supp o seing the b o a t to be a head push ed o n as l o ng
a s he co u l d

,
when he became weak a nd feable detu rmined to

lay by a nd wa ite fo r a tradeing b o a t, which is expected , Keeping
o ne ho rse fo r the last reso rse, thu s a ma n had l i ke to have
Sta rved to dea th in a l a nd o f Plenty fo r the wa nt o f’

Bu llitts o r

Something to ki l l his meat. we Camped o n the L . S . abo ve
the mo u th o f a run a ha rd ra in a ll the afterno o n , 8: mo st

o f the n igh t, w i th h a rd w ind from the N . W . I wa l ked o n

Sho re the fo repa rt o f th is day o v er Some b ro ken Co u nt ry
wh ich Co n t inu es ab o u t 3 M iles b a ck 8: then is leave l 8: ri ch
a ll Pl a ins , I saw Severa l fo xes 8: Ki l led a Elk 8: 2 Dee r 8:
Squirels . the mén wi th me ki l led an Elk

, 2 Deer 8: a Pe lican

Co urse Distan ce 8: reff'? Se pt .

r

N . 45
? W. 4 M i les to a po int o f wo od o n the L. S. Passed an Island

in the Center o f the r i ver a nd severa l Sa nd bars ( 1 ) o n
wh ich w e fo und great dificuelty in pa ss ing the W a ter
bein

‘

g verry Sha l low

Sep
'
. I z

’f”Wednesday 1 804

A D a rk Cl o udy Day the w ind ha rd from the N . W . We

Passed ( 1 ) a I s land in the middle o f the river a t the head o f

whi ch we fo und grea t difi cu elty _
in pa ss ing between the Sand

ba rs the Wa ter Swi ft a nd Sha l low ,
it to o k o f the day to

make o ne mi le, we Camped o n the L. S . o p sf
l
a Vi l lage o f

Ba rking Pra rie Squirels
I wa lked o u t in the mo rnzg and Saw Severa l Vi l lages o f

tho se l i ttle a n ima ls, a l so a grea t number o f Grous 8: 3 Fo xes ,
and o bserved Sla te 8: Co a l M ixed , Some verry h igh h i l ls o n

ea ch Side o f the river. ra in a l ittle a ll day .
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Co urse Distance a nd refferences Sep t.r

N . 45
9

E . 1% o n the L. S. a Sand ba r Makeing o ut .

N. 30
9

E . I M? o n the L. S ide .

N . 609 W . I M? o n the L. S. to a Cl ift .
N . 64

? W. o n the L. S. to the Commencement o f a wo od

passing under a Bluff o f Slate 8: Co a l , 8: a Sand
bar Op po s it .

No rth 13 to a p ? o f high Land o n the S . S. pa ss? Sand b ars
o n bo th S ides, Sha l low

N . 1 0? W. 4 M1?
to the lower p? o f a timber pa ss ing under a Bluff

,

1 2 a Sand 8:W i llow Is la nd o n the L. S.

Thursday 1 8 04

A D a rk drizz ley Day , G . D . Co ught 4 Beaver la st n igh t
the wind from the NW . Co l d Set o u t ea rl y and pro ceeded
o n verry we l l , passed a number o f Sand b a rs, Ca p? Lew is
Ki l led a Po rcu p in o n a Co tto n t ree feeding o n the leaves 8:
b owe rs [b o ughs E D.] o f the sa id t ree

,
the wa ter is verry

Sha l low (in p la ces) be ing Crowded w i th Sand ba rs Camped
o n the S . Side under a Bluff. the B lu ff o n the S . S . no t so

mu ch impregna ted wi th minera l as o n the L . S . Mu skeeto rs

ve rry tro u b lesom.

Co urse D i sta nce and refurences Sep
f
14

N. 68
9 W . M’?

to a p
f
o f h igh Land o n the L. S . p ass? a round

Is land o n the S. S.

W M‘? to a tree in the p? o n the L. S. p assed the Mo .

o f a run o n the L. S.

4
9 W M}? to the mo uth o f a Sma l l Creek 1 o n the bend to

the L. S .

N . 10
?

E . M ]? to to the Mo uth o f a Creek o n the L. S . passed
a bad Sand bar.

Sep
'
. Friday 1 8 04 .

Set o ut ea rl y p ro ceeded o n Passed severa l Sand ba rs the

r iver W ide a nd Sha l l ow. 3 beaver caugh t la st n igh t , Drizeley
ra in in the fo repa rt o f the day , Clo udy and disagreeab le . I

1 A l itt le abo ve the present s ite of Bru lé City , S. D .
— COUEs (L. a nd C. , i,

p . 1 1 6)
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Co urse D istance 8: refferences 1 5
1? Sep

?

N. 50
?

E 2 M1? to the p? Mo uth o fWhite River ( 1 ) L. S . pa ssed
Sand bars, 8:.

c

13 M1? to a p? o n the L. S. a Bluff on the S. S .

55 o n the L . S. to the Commencement o f a Bluff o f

b lack Slate
N. 30

9 W. 2 M1? to the lower p? o f an Island S itua ted near the L
Side ( 2)

No rth 2 M iles to the Mo uth o f a Creek o n the L. S. a po int
8 o f high la nd o p po sit under which we camped.

Sep tember Sa tturday 1 804

Set o ut ea r ly passed the mo . o f the Creek, and the mo u th
o f Whi te river. ( 1 ) Cap . Lewis and my se l f wen t up this
r iver a Sho rt distance and c ro ssed, fo und that th is differed
verry mu ch from the Pl a t o r que co u rre, th rew o u t bu t l i tt le
Sand, ab o u t 300 ya rds wi de, the wa ter co nfin? w ithin 1 50

ya rds, the cu rrent regu la r 8: Swi ft mu ch resemb l ing the

M isso urie, w ith Sand ba rs from the Po ints, a Sand I sland in
the mo u th

,
in the po int is a butifull Si tuatio n fo r a Town 3

gradua l a ssents, and a mu ch grea te r qu ant ity o f t imber ab o u t
the mo u th o f th is r iver than u seal, we co nc luded to send
Some distance up this r iv er deta ched Sj

i Gass 8: R . F ie lds .

We pro ceeded o n passed a Sma l l (2) I s land Co v ered w i th
Ceeders o n [it] I saw great Numbers o f Rabits 8: Grapes,
this I sland is Sma l l 8: Sepera ted from a la rge Sand Is? a t its
u ppe r po int by a na rrow Ch anne l , 8: is Si tua ted Nea rest the
L . Side. Camped o n the S . S . o ppo s it the mo u th o f a la rge
Creek o n which there is mo re t imber than is u sea l o n Creeks
o f th is S ize, th is Creek ra ised 14 feet the last ra ins . I ki l led a

Bu ck Elk 8: Deer, th is even ing is ve rry Co l d , Grea t M any
Wo lves o f Diffrent so rts h owl ing abo ut u s. the wind is ha rd
from the NW . this even ing.
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1 6‘.h Sep?

N . 72
9

E. 1}M i les to a pf o n the L. S. and came to o ( 1 )

qf Sep tember Sunday 1 8 04

We Set o u t verry ea r l y 8: p ro ceed
’

d o n 1] M i les between
Sand b a rs and Came to o o n the L . S . ( 1 ) deturmined to dry
o ur wet th i [n]gs and l iten the bo a t wh i ch we fou nd Co u l d no t
p ro ceed wi th the p resent lo ad [a s fa st a s w e desired ow ing to

Sa nd ba rs] fo r th is pu rpo se we co ncluded to deta in the

Pero gue we had in tended to send ba ck 8: lo ad her o u t o f

the bo a t 8: deta in the So l diers u nti l l Spring 8: Send them
from o ur Winter qu a rters . We pu t o u t tho se articls wh ich
was wet, Chan

’d the bo at 8: p erogues, examined a ll the

Lo ckers Ba i ls 8:c 8:c 8:c .

This Camp is Situa ted in a butifu ll Pla in Sero unded with
Timb er to the extent o f o f a mi le In wh i ch there is great
quant it ies o f fine Plumbs The two men deta ch? up the

Whi te river j o ined u s here 8: info rmed that the [river] a s far
a s they were up had muc h the appea rance o f the M issu o rie
Som I s lands 8: Sands l i ttle Timbe r, [Elm] (mu ch Signs o f

Beaver,
’ Grea t many buffalow) 8: Co ntinud its w idth , they

Saw as we l l as my se l f Pine burs 8: St icks o f Bi rch in the

Dri ft wo o d up this river, they Saw a lso Number o f Go a ts,
Su ch as I Ki l led , a lso Wo lves nea r the Buffalow. fa l l ing

[fa l low] Deer, 8: the Ba rking Squ rils Vil lages . Cap . Lew is
went to hunt 8: See the Co un trey nea r the Kamp he Kil led
a Buffalow 8: a Deer
Clo udy a ll day I pa rt l y lo ad the emp ty Perogu e o u t o f the

Bo a t. I k i l led 2 Deer 8: the pa rty 4 Deer 8: a Buffalow
this we Ki l l fo r the Skins to Co ver the Perogues, the mea t to o

po re to ea t. Cap . Lewis went o n an I s land abo ve o ur Camp ,
th is I s land is abf o ne mi le lo ng, wi th a great p erp o tio n Ceder
t imber nea r the middle o f it.

I gave o ut a flanne l Shi rt to ea ch man, 8: powder to tho se
who had expended thers.
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[Lew is zl j Sunday , Sep tember I SO4 .

This mo rn ing set o u t a t an ea rl y h o u r, and come to o a t

a fter 7 A . M . o n the La rd . sho re mi les abo ve the mo u th
o f a sma l l creek wh ich we named Corvus

,

2 in co nsequence o f

having kiled a bea tifu l b i rd o f that genus nea r it . we co n

c luded to ly by a t th is p la ce the ba l lance o f th is day a nd the

next, in o rder to dry o ur b aggage which was wet by the heavy
sh owers o f ra in wh i ch had fa l len wi th in the last th ree days,
and a lso to l ighten the b o a t by t ransfering a pa rt o f her lading
to the red p ero gu e , wh ich we now determined to take o n w i th
u s to o u r winter res idence wherever tha t might be ; wh i le
some o f the men were implo yed in the necessa ry labo u r o thers
were dress ing o f skins wash ing and mending thei r clo a ths 8:c .

Capt. Cla rk and myse l f kiled each a bu ck immedia te l y o n

l anding nea r o u r encampment ; the deer we re very gent le and

in great numb ers in this b o ttom whi ch had mo re t imber o n it
than any pa rt o f the ri ver we had seen fo r many days pa st,
co ns is ting o f Co tto nwo o d Elm, some indiffe rent Ash a nd a

co nsiderab le quan[t i]ty o f a sma l l species o f wh i te o ak wh i ch
l o aded w i th a co rns o f an exce l lent flavo r [having]

3 very
l ittle o f the b itter roughness o f the nu ts o f mo st species o f

o ak , the leaf o f th is o ak is sma l l pa le green a nd deeply
indented, (no t co pied fo r Dr . Ba rto n) it se l dom rises h igher
than th i rty feet is mu ch b ra nch ed , the ba rk is ro ugh and th ick
and o f a l igh t co l ou r ; the cup wh ich co nta ins the a co rn is
fringed o n it

’

s edges a nd imbraces the nu t a bou t o ne ha l f ;
the a co rns were now fa l l ing, and we co nc luded that the numbe r
o f deer wh ich we saw here had been induced th i ther by the

a co rns o f wh ich they are rema rkab l y fo nd . a lmo st every
species o f wi l d game is fo nd o f the a co rn , the Buffa lo e Elk ,
D eer, b ea r , tu rkies , du cks , p igians and even the wo lves feed
o n them ; we sent th ree hu nte rs o ut who so o n added e igh t
deer a nd two Buffa lo to o u r s tro ck o f pro visi o ns ; the Buffa l o e

1 This entry , and ano ther which is here inserted a ft er Clark’s fo r next day
(Sept. may be fo und in a fragment des igna ted as Co dex Ba .

— ED.

9 T his name became Cro w Creek o n the maps.
— ED.

3 T hese two wo rds in brackets a re co njectura l readings , the MS. be ing torn where
they o ccur. ED.
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I to o k equ a l a l ti tudes and a mer id ian a l t i tude . Cap? Lewis
retu rned a t D a rk , Co l ter Ki l led a Go at l i ke the o ne I k i l led
and a cu rio u s kind o f Deer (M ule Deer ) o f a D a rk gray Co l .r

mo re so than commo n , ha i r l o ng 8: fine, the ea rs l a rge 8: l o ng,
a Sma l l resep tica l u nder the eyes ; l i ke an Elk, the Ta i le abo u t

the length o f Commo n Deer
,
ro und ( l i ke a Cow) a tu ft o f

b lack h a i r ab o u t the end, this Spec[i]es o f Deer jumps l i ke a

go a t o r Sheep
8 fa l low Deer 5 Commo n 8: 3 B uffalow ki l led to day .

Capi Lewis saw a ha re 8: ki l led a Ra tt le snake in a vi l lage o f

B . [a rking E D.] Squ arels the w ind from S . W . Dryed

o ur pro vis io ns, Some o f wh ich was much D amaged .

[ L ew i s Monday September 1 7th . 1 8 04 .

H aving fo r many days past co nfined myse l f to the bo a t, I
determined to devo te th is day to amuse mysel f o n sho re w ith
my gun and view the interio r o f the co untry ly ing between the

river and the Co rvu s Creek . a cco rdingly b efo re sunrise I set
o u t wi th six o f my best hu n ters , two o f whom I d ispa tched to

the lower s i de o f Co rvus c reek, two w i th o rders to hun t the

b o ttums a nd wo o dland o n the r iver, Whi le I reta ined two

o thers to acomp any me in the inte rmedia te co untry . o ne

qu a rter o f a mi le in rea r o f o ur camp wh ich was s i tua ted in a

fine o pen gro ve o f co t to n wo o d pa ssed a gro ve o f p lumb trees
lo aded w ith fru i t a nd n ow ripe

,
o bserved bu t l itt le difference

betwen th is fru i t and tha t o f a s imi la r k ind commo n to the

At lant i c Sta tes . the trees are sma l ler and mo re thi ckly set .

th is fo rrest o f p lumb t rees ga rnish a p la in abo ut 20 feet mo re
elivated than th a t on wh i ch we were encamped ; this pla in
extends ba ck abo u t a mi le to the fo o t o f the h i l ls o ne m i le
distant a nd to whic h it is gradua l l y a scending th is p la ne
extends w i th the same bredth from the c reek below to the

d istance o f nea r th ree mi les ab ove p arra llel w ith the r iver,
a nd it is intirely o ccup yed by the bu rrows o f the ba rking
squiril hertefo re described ; this anamal appea rs h ere in infin i te
numbers and the sho rtness and v irdu[r]e o f grass gave the
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pla in the appea rance thro ugho ut It s who le extent of bea tifu ll
b owl ing-green in fi ne o rder. it

’

s aspect is S . E . a great
number o fWo lves o f the sma l l k ind, ba lks [hawks E D.] and
some po le-cats were to be seen . I p resume that tho se anama ls

feed o n th is squ irril. fo und the co u ntry in every di rect io n fo r
ab o u t th ree mi les intersected wi th deep rev enes and s teep
i rregu la r h i l l s o f 100 to 200 feet h igh ; a t the to ps o f these
h i l ls the co u ntry breakes o f[f] as usu al into a fine leavel p la in
extending as fa r as the eye can rea ch . from th is p lane I had
an extens ive V iew o f the r iver be low, and the i rregu la r h i lls
whi ch bo rde r the o ppo si te s i des o f the rive r and creek . the

su rro unding co untry had been b irnt abo ut a mo nth befo re and

y o ung grass had now sprung up to high t o f 4 Inches present
ing the l ive green o f the sp ring to the West a h igh range o f

h i l ls, strech a cro ss the co un try from N . to S . and a ppea red
dista nt ab o u t 20 mi les they are no t very extens ive as I co u ld
p la in l y o bse rve the i r rise and te rmina t io n nO'

ro ck appea red
o n them and the sides were co vered wi th v irdu [r] e s imi la r to
tha t o f the pla ins th is senery a l ready ri ch p leas ing a nd bea ti
ful wa s st i l l fa rther hightened by immence herds o f Buffa lo e,
deerlElk a nd Ante lo pes wh ich we saw in every directio n feed
ing o n the h i l ls and p la ins . I do no t think I exagerate when
I estimate the number o f Buffa lo e which co u l d be com

p re [he
'

nd] ed a t o ne V iew to amo unt to 3000 . my o bj ect was
i f po ss ib le to ki l l a fema le Ante l o pe having a l ready pro cu red a
ma le ; I pu rsu ed my ro u t o n this p la in to the

'

west flanked by
my two hunters unt i l l eigh t in the mo rn ing when I made the

signa l fo r them to come to me wh i ch they did sho rtl y a fter.
we rested o ur se lves ab o ut ha l f an ho u r, and regailed o u rse l ves
o n ha l f a b isqu it ea ch a nd some j irks o f Elk wh ich we had
taken the precau tio n to

, pu t in o ur po u ches in the mo rn ing
befo re we set o u t, and drank o f the wa ter o f a sma l l po o l
wh ich had co l lected o n this pla in from the ra ins wh ich had
fa l len some days befo re. we had now after va rio us w indings
in pu rsu it o f severa l herds o f antelo pes wh i ch we had seen o n

o ur way made the d istance o f about eight mi les from our camp .

we found the Ante lo pe extreemly shye and wa tchfu ll insomuch
that we had been unab le to get a sho t at them ; when a t rest
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they genera l l y seelect the mo st eliv a ted po int in the neighbo u r
h o o d , a nd as they a re wa tchfull and extreemly qu i ck o f s ight
a nd the i r sense o f sme l l ing very accu te it is a lmo st impo ss ib le
to appro ac h th em Wi th in gu nsho t ; in sho rt they wi l l fre
quen t l y di sco ver and flee from yo u at the distance o f three
mi les . I had th is day an o ppo rtun ity o f Wi tness ing the agi l i ty
and the superio r fleetness o f th is anamal which was to me

reall y a sto n ish ing. I had pu rsued and twi ce su rp rised a sma l l
herd o f seven , in the fi rst instance they did no t disco ver me

dist in ‘ct l y and therefo re did no t run a t fu l l speed, tho
’

t hey
to o k ca re befo re they rested to ga in an eliv a ted po int where it
was impo ss ib le to app ro ach them under co ver, except in o ne

di rect io n and tha t happened to be in the di rect io n from whi ch
the Wind b lew towa rds them ; bad as the chance to app ro ch

them was, I made the best o f my way towa rds them,
fre

qeu ntly peeping o ver the ridge with wh i ch I to o k ca re to

co ncea l myse l f from the i r V iew the ma le, o f wh i ch there was
bu t o ne, frequ ent l y incircled the summi t o f the hi l l o n wh i ch
the fema les sto o d in a gro up , as i f to lo o k o u t fo r the appro ach
o f danger. I go t With in ab ou t 200 p a ces o f them when they
sme lt me a nd fled ; I ga ined the to p .

o f the eminence o n which
they sto o d , as so o n a s po ss ib le from whence I had a n exten
s ive V iew o f the co untry the ant i l o pes wh i ch had disappea red
in a steep rev eene now appea red a t the distance o f ab o u t three
m i les o n the s ide o f a ridge wh i ch passed o b l ique l y a cro ss me

and extended ab ou t fo u r m i les . so so o n had these ante lo pes
ga ined the distance a t wh ich th ey had aga in appea red to my
V iew I do ub ted a t ferst that they were the same tha t I had just
su rp rised , bu t my do ub ts so o n van ished when I behe ld the

rapidi ty o f thei r fl ight a lo ng the ridge befo re me it appea red
rea ther the rapp id fl ight o f b i rds than the mo tio n o f quad
rup eds . I th ink I can safe l y ventu re the asscertio n th a t the
speed o f th is anamal is equa l i f no t superio r to tha t o f the

finest b lo o ded co u rs er. this mo rn ing I saw
1

1 The sentence rema ins unfin ished. A t the bo ttom o f the page is a memoran
dum This a part of N? — ED.
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Co urse Distance 8: refferences Sepi

N. 50
° W. 3 M i les to a p? o f w o od o n the S. S. o ppo s it is a Bluff

o n L. S. ( 1 )
No rth 4 M i les to the Low er p ? o f pro spect I sland o ps

?
the 3

r i vers o n the S. S. (2)
M i les to the Up per p? o f the Island p s

?
the 3

r i vers . ( 2)
2 M i les o n the L. S. pass? a Creek (3)
3 M1? to a p? o n the S. S.

5 M'
s to a Bluff o n the L. S. passed a Creek (4)

354 M
1? to a t imber o n the L. S . p assed a Creek (5)

M1? to the U p per p f o f an Island a t the Commencemt
o f

the Big bend. (6)

(f Sep tember Wednesday 1 8 04

Set o ut ea rl y
,

a co o l mo rning verry c lea r the wind from the

S . E . a B luff o n the L. S . here commences a Bu tifull Co un
trey o n bo th Sides o f the M isso u rie. (2) passed a la rge I s l and
ca l led Pro spect I s land o ppo s i t this

,
Is? the 3 rivers Co rns in ,

pass ing th ro a bu tifu ll Pla in, here I wa l ked o n Sho re 8:

Ki l led a fat Cow 8: Sent her to the bo a t and p ro ceeded o n to

the fi rst o f the 3 ri vers, th is r iver is abo u t 35 ya rds wi de co n

ta ins a go o d dee l o f water, I wa lked up th is rive r 2 mi les 8:
c ro ss, the bo ttom is h igh and ri ch Some t imbe r, I cro ssed 8:
retu rned to the mo u th , 8: p ro ceeded u p o ne m i le to the 2

? river
wh ich is Sma l l 1 2 ya rds Wi de , and o n it bu t l i ttle t imber, o n

th is Creek the Sio ux has frequ entl y Camped , as appea rs by
the Signs. the lands between tho se two Creeks is a pu rpen

dicu lar b luff o f abo u t 80 feet w ith a bu tifull Pla in 8: gent le
assent ba ck . a Sho rt distance abo ve the a 3

"
.

d Creek Comes
into the river in 3 pla ces scattering its wa ters o ver the la rge
t imbered b o ttom,

th is Creek is nea r the Siz e o f the M idd le
Creek Co nta in ing a grea ter quant i ty o f water, th o se rivers is
the pla ce that a ll natio ns who meet are a t pea ce with each o ther ,
ca l led the Seo ux pass o f the 3 rivers .

1

1 Thus named, a s the Sio ux genera l ly cro ss the M issouri at this pla ce. These

streams have the same right o f a sy lum, tho ugh in a less degree than Pipestone Creek
a lready ment io ned.

"
— B IDDLE ( i , p .

The present names of these streams a re (in ascending order) Crow ,
W o lf, and
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The bo a t p ro ceeded o n pass? the I s land 3) passed a Creek
1 5 yds . Wide o n the L. Side (4 ) passed a Creek o n the L .

S . 20 ya rds wide wh i ch I ca l l Elm Creek pass ing thro ’ a h igh
Pla in 5) passed a Creek o n the L . S . 1 8 y

d
.

‘
abo ve whi ch the

bo at Came to o , _

I j o ined them la te at n igh t , and Ca l l this
Creek Nigh t Creek the w ind favo u rab le a ll Day , I k i l led
a fat bu ck Elk l a te and co u l d o n l y get his Skin and a Sma l l
pa rt o f his flesh to C amp . M y Serven t Kil led a Bu ck , the

Crew in the bo a t Kil led 2 bu ffalow in the ri ver. The H unters
o n Sho re Kil led 4 Deer w i th b la ck ta i ls o ne o f whi ch waS a

Bu ck w i th two ma in Pro ngs o n ea ch Side fo rked equa l l y ,
which I never befo re Seen . I saw Severa l l a rge gangs o f

Buffalow 2 la rge H erds o f E lk 8: go ats 8:c. (6) pa ss a Sma l l
I s land o n the S . S . o ppo s it to th is I s land o n the L. S . a

Creek o f abo u t 10 ya rds Wi de Coms in passing th ro a pla in in
whi ch great quantites o f the Prickley Pea r grows , I ca l l th is
Creek F rickley P ear Creek, th is I sl? is ca l led the lower I s land
it is Situa ted at the Commencement o f wha t is Ca l led 8:

Known by the Grand a
’
e Tortu [Detour] o r Big Bend o f the

M issou rie .

Co urse D istance and refferences Sept . (Big Bend)

From the lower Is lands u p per p ?
No rth

0

4 M1
? to a

p f
o n the L. S. Passed o ne o n the S . S. abo ve

the Island abo ut one 8: M1?

N. 1 0
9 W. 13 M1?

o n the L. S ide
N . 22

9 W . 3 M1? o n the L . S ide p ? a s
? b .

’

N . W 2 M‘?
o n the

‘

L . S ide .

W est 3 M1?
o n the L . S.

S. 73
° W . 3/ M

]?
o n the L. Side

So uth 4 o n the L . S. p a ssed a Sma l l Island o n the L. S. a

Sma l l run o ps
? S. S. ( 1 )

S. 74
9

E . 3% M1? to a p? o f w o od o n the L. S. Camped (2)
S. 56

9

E . 3% M1? to a p ? o n the S. S. o ps
?
a h igh h i l l (3)

S. E . 2 M1? to a Ceder Va ley in a bend on the L. S. a t th i s
p lace the go rge is 2000 y?!

0

Campbe l l creeks . T he first named is the lo ca t io n o f Crow Creek Indian Agency and

Fort Thompso n . ED.
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20
1V}qf

‘

September , Thursday 1 8 04

a fa i r mo rn ing wind from the S . E . detached 2 men to the

1
‘
.

t Creek a bo ve the big bend w i th the h o rse to hunt and wa i t
o ur a rriva l p ro ceeded o n passed the lower I s land o ppo si t
wh ic h the Sand ba rs are very th ick 8: the wa ter Sho a l . I
wa l ked o n Sh o re w i th a v iew o f examening th is bend cro ssed
a t the Na ro st pa rt wh ich is a high i rregu l a r h i l ls o f abo u t 1 80

o r 190 feet, th is p la ce the go uge o f the bend is I M ile 8: a

qua rter (from rive r to r iver o r a cro ss,) from th is high l and
wh ich is o n l y in the Go uge, the bend is a Bu tifu ll Pla in thro
wh ich I wa lked , Saw numbers o f Buffalow 8: Go a ts, I saw
a H a re 8: b e l ieve he run into a h o le in the Side o f a h i l l , he

run up th is h i l l wh ich is Sma l l 8: ha s severa l ho les o n the Side
8: I co u l d no t see him after

,
I jo ined the bo a t in the even ing.

passed a Sma l l I sl and o n the L . S . in the N . W . extremity o f
the bend Ca l led So l i ta ry I sland , a nd Camped late o n a Sand
Bar nea r the S . S . R . F ie lds Ki l led 1 Deer 8: 2 Go ats o ne

o f them a fema le She Differs from the M a i l as to Size be ing
Sma l ler, w i th Sma l l H o rns, Streght wi th a Sma l l Pro ng w i th
o u t any b la ck ab o u t the Neck . No ne o f tho se Go ats has a ny
Beard , they a re all Keen l y made [de l i ca te l y fo rmed . B IDDLE] ,
and is bu tifull.

Co urse D istance and reff’? Sep
?

M iles to the Up per pa rt o f a Ceder bo ttom o n the L. S .

p assed Severa l Sand ba rs o n b o th Sides .

M iles to a tree o n the S. S. pa ss ing o ver a W i l low
Island 8: a Creek o n the L. S . ( 1 )

West M i les to a po int o f T imber o n the L. S. Pa ssedSand
bars the ri ver here is verry Sho a l a nd abo ut a M i le
W ide . ( 2) Passed la rge ha rd Sto ne o n the Sho re
o n ea ch S ide

,
a Mock Island o n the S . S.

z rf’of September Friday 1 8 04

a t ha l f past o ne o
’c lo ck th is mo rn ing the Sand bar o n wh ich

we Camped began to under m ind and give way wh ich alla rmed

the Serj eant o n Gu a rd , the mo tio n o f the b o a t awakened me ;

I go t up 8: by the l igh t o f the mo o n o bserved tha t the Sand
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Co urse D istan ce 8: refferences

S. 72
? W. 5 M i les to a po int o n the S. S . Pa ss ing under a high

b luff o n the L. S ide ( 1 )
West M ile o n the S. S. a bo ttom commenc ing o n the L. S.

a t the end o f th i s Co urse
Miles to a pf o f timber o n the S . S. o ppo sit the Lo wer

o f Ceder I sland passed two Is la nds o n the L. S.

o ne a M i le 8: the o ther 3 M i les lo ng ca l led the

3 Sisters Ops
?
a large Creek coms in ( 2)

N . 30
9 W . 3 M iles to a pf o n S. S. passed Ceeder Isla nd Situa ted

nearest the S. S. a trading ho use (3)
N . 22

9 M iles to a t imber o p po sit the Lower (L. S .) p‘. o f a

Sma l l Island ca lled Go at Isla nd. (4)

z a.
"fIrof Sep tember Sa tturday 1 8 04

a th ick fog th is mo rn ing deta ined us unt i l l 7 oClo ck passed
a bu tifu ll inc l ined Pra rie o n bo th Si des in wh ich we See great
numbers o f Buffalow feeding. ( 1 ) to o k the M eridean a l titude
o f the Suns Upper Limb 50

’

[w ith] the Sextent the

La t‘.l pro duced from th is Obsev atio n is 44
°

1 1
'

33
” No rth .

(2) passed a Sma l l I sland o n the L . S . imediately abo ve
passed a I s land Situated nea rest the L . S . abf 3 M i les lo ng,
beh ind th is Is? o n the L. S . a Creek Comes in ab o u t 1 5 ya rds
w ide, th is Creek and I s land are Ca l led the 3 Sisters, a bu ti

fu l l Pla in o n bo th Sides o f the river.

(3) passed a I s land Situa ted nea rest the S . S . imediately
abo ve the last Ca l led Ceder I s l a nd this I s land is abo u t 1 1,
mi les lo ng 8: nea r ly a s w ide Co vered w ith Ceder, o n the

So uth Side o f this I sland M r . Lo uiselle a trader from S? Lo u is
bu i l t a fo rt o f Ceder 1 8: a go o d ho u se to trade with the Seaux
8: Wintered last w inter ; ab o ut this fo rt I o bserved a numbe r
o f I ndi an Camps in a Co necal fo rm. they fed th e i r ho rses o n
Co tto n l imb s a s appea rs . here o ur hunters u s j o ined hav eing

1 Ga ss (p . 58 ) thus describes this po st : “ The spa ce p icketed in is about 65 o r

70 feet squ are, w ith sentry -bo xes in two o f the ang les. The pickets a re feet

a bo ve gro und. In this squ are he bu i lt a house 45% by feet, a nd di vided it into
fo ur equa l parts , o ne fo r g o ods, o ne to trade in, o ne to b e used as a common ha l l , and
the o ther fo r a fami ly-house.

"

ED.
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1 804] VERM I LI ON TO TETON

ki l led 2 Deer 8: a B eaver, th ey Comp la in mu ch o f the M in

era l Substances in the b a rren h i l ls o ver whic h they passed
Distro ying the i r mo ckesso ns .

(4) we p ro ceeded o n and Camp? l ate o n the S . Side b elow a

Sma l l I s land in the bend S . S. Ca l led Go a t I s land , The la rge
Sto nes wh i ch lay o n the Sides o f the b anks in Severa l p la ces
lay some distance in the river, under the wa ter a nd is dan
gero ns . 8:c .

I wa lked o u t th is even ing and ki l led a fine Deer the M us

quiters is verry tro ublesom in the bo ttoms .

Co urse D istance 8: refferenc ies.

N. 46
9 W . 3% M i les to the Mo uth o f a Creek in the bend to the

S. S. passed an Is]? o n the S. S. ( I ) 8: Sands .

S. 46
9 W . 1% M iles to a Co a ps o fW o od a t a Spr ing in a bend to

the L. S .

N. 8 0
9 W . M i les to the lower p? o f a large Island (2) p assed 2

W i llow Isla nds 8: Severa l Bars.

N. 8 5
9 W . 5 M i les to a pf o n the L. S . pass up per p . o f Elk

Island a t M i les. Severa l Sands
5 M iles to a p.

t
o n the S. S. be low a Creek o n the L . S .

20 p assed a Creek o n the S. S. (3)

of Sep tember Sunday 1 8 04

Set out under a gent le b reeze from the S . E . (I ) passed a

Sma l l I s land Si tua ted in a bend to the L . S . Ca l led Go at
I s land, a Sho rt distance abo ve the uppe r po int a Creek o f 1 2

ya rds wide Co rns in o n theS . S . we o bserved a grea t Smo ke
to the S . W . I wa l ked o n Sho re 8: o bserved Buffa low in great
H erds a t a distance

(2) passed two Sma l l Wi l low Islands * with la rge Sand ba rs
makeing o u t from them, passed . (2) E lk I s land ab o u t 25
M i les lo ng 8: M i le Wide Si tu a ted nea r the L . S . Co vered
w ith Co tto n Wo o d the read Cu rrents Ca l led by the french
Gres de Beu ff.

1 8: grapes 8:c. 8:c.

1
[Memo ra nda by Clark o n the ins ide o f fro nt co ver and fly-leaf of Codex C

The M andans ca l l a red berry commo n to the upper part o f the M isso uri a's-sa'y .

The red Berry is ca l led b y the Rees Na r-nis the engag es ca l l the same Berry Grease
de Buff— grows in great abundance 8: ma kes a Delightfull T a rt .
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sept. 24

the ri ver is nea rly S treigh t fo r a grea t distance wi de and

Sho a l (4 ) passed a Creek o n the S . S . 1 6 yards w ide we Ca l l
Reub en Creek,

l
as R . F ie l ds found it. Camped o n the S . S .

b e low the mo u th o f a Creek o n the L . S . three So uex bo ys
Came to us Swam the river and info rmd

that the Ba nd o f

Seauex ca l led the Tetongues (Tetons) o f 80 Lo dges we re Camped
a t the next Creek abo ve, 8: 60 Lo dges mo re a Sho rt distance
abo ve, we gave tho se bo ys two Ca rro ts o f To b acco to Ca rry
to the i r Ch iefs, w ith di rectio ns to te l l them tha t we wou ld Speck
to them tomo rrow
Cap .

‘ Lewis wa lked o n Sho re this even ing, R . F . Kil led a

Do e Go at,

Co urse D istance 8: reffurence 24
513 Sept?

N . 80 W. 3 M iles a p ? o n the S. S.

W est 21 M iles to the S. S . right o f a Isl? Situated o n the

L. S. ( 1 )
West 4 M iles to a Po int o n the S. S . passed the Island o n

the L. S.

S. 85
° W . 4 M i les to the Mo uth o f a River Ca l led by Evens 2 Lit

tle Misso urie I ca ll it the Teto n r i ver a s the

Teto n Bands o f the So ux res ide o n it ( 2)

September Monday 1 8 04

Set ou t ea rl y a fa i r day the wind from the E . pass the

mo u th o f Creek o n the L . S . C a l led Creek o n h igh Wa ter,

(High Wa ter) passed (1 ) a la rge I s land o n the L . S . abo u t 2

M i les 8: l o ng o n wh ich Co l ter had Camped 8: Ki l led 4
E lk, the wind fa i r from the

_

s. E . we prepa red Some Clo thes
and a fiew M eadels fo r the Chiefs o f the Teto n

’

s b ands o f

Seo ux wh i ch we expect to See to day a t the next river, o b

serve a grea t Dee l o f Sto ne o n the Sides o f the h i l ls o n the

S . S . we Saw o ne H a re, to day , prepa red all th ings fo r

1 No w Ea st Medic ine Kno l l River (a tra nsla t ion o f its Indian name) a cro ss the
M isso uri here w a s the s ite o f o ld Fo rt George . COUES (L. a nd C. , i, p .

1 Pro bab ly referring to a map c ited by Co ues (L. a nd C. , i , p . xxi i i) , a s made by
o ne Evans in 1 8 04, show ing the M isso uri River to the Mandans. See Our a t la s vo l

ume
,
fo r maps which Lew is and C lark bo th to o k w ith them and made upo n the

Expedit io n o ne o f the former wa s probab ly a copy of the Eva ns map . ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sep t . 25

C H A P T E R I V

F R OM TE TON R I VE R TO TH E M AN D AN S

C lark’s Journa l andOrders
,
September 25— October 26

,
1 804

Order by Lew is, October 1 3

[ C la rk Sep t.

FAI R M o rn ing the Wind from the S . E . all we l l ,
ra ised a F lag Staff 8: made a o rning o r Shade o n a

Sand bar in the mo u th o f Teto n Rive r, fo r the pur

p o se o f Specking wi th
.

the Indians u nder, the Bo a t Crew o n

bo a rd a t 70 ya rds Distance from the b ar The 5 I ndians
wh ich we met last n igh t Co nt inu ed , abo u t 1 1 OClo ck the

I f 8: 2
? Ch ief Came we gave them Some o f o ur Pro vis io ns to

ea t, they gave u s great Qu antitis o f M eet Some o f wh ich was
Spo i led we fee l mu ch a t a l o ss fo r the want o f an interp eter

the o ne we h ave can Sp eek bu t l itt le .

M et in Counci l a t 1 2 o Clo ck and after Smokeing, agree
ab le to the u seal Cu stom,

Cap . Lew is p ro ceeded to De l iv e r a

Speech which we [were — ED .] o b l ige[d] to Cu rta i l fo r want
o f a go o d interpeter a ll o ur p a rty pa raded . gave a M eda l to
the Gra nd Chief Ca l l ? in I ndian Un ton ga r Sa r ba r in F rench
Beefl

'

e nure [Beuflie no i r] Bl ack Buffa low . Sa id to be a go o d
M an , Ch ief Torto hon ga r o r the Pa rti sin o r Pa rtizan
bad the 3

'

.

d is the Beffe De M ediso n [Beuffe de M edecine]
his name is Ta r ton

‘

ga r Wa leer 1 1
53] Co ns iderab le M an

,

Wa r zing g o. Co ns iderab le M an Second Bea r — M a to

co que p ar .

Envited tho se Cheifs o n b o a rd to Show them o ur b o at a nd

su ch Curio ssities as was Strange to them,
we gave them a

glass o f wh iskey wh i ch they appea red to b e verry fo nd o f
,

Sucked the bo ttle afte r it was o u t 8: So o n began to b e tro ub le
som

, o ne the 2
? Cheif assumeing Dru nkness, as a Clo ake fo r

his rasca l l y intentio ns I went wi th tho se Cheifs (in one of the
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TETON TO MANDANS

P erogues w itb 5 men
-
3 {9

°
2 Ind

i

) (wh ich left the b o a t with
great reluctia nce) to Sho re wi th a V iew of reco nsileing tho se
men to u s , as So o n a s I l anded the Pero gu e three o f thei r
yo ung M en Seased the Cab le o f the Perogue, (in which w e lzad

p rerrents Ede) the Chiefs So ldf [ea r/z Chief ha s a soldier] H uged

the mast, and the Chief was verry inso len t b o th in wo rds 8:

j ustures (p retended Drunkenness 69° staggered up aga inst me) de
cla reing I sho u ld no t go o n

,
Sta teing he had no t receved

p resents suflicent from u s , his j ustures were -o f Su ch a p er

so na l na tu re I fe l t M y se l f Comp eled to Draw my Swo rd (and
M ade a

'

Signa l to the boa t to p rep a re for a ction) at this M o t io n
Cap

? Lewis o rdered a ll u nder a rms in the bo a t, th o se with
me a lso Showed a D ispo s it io n to Defend th emse l ves a nd me,

the gra nd Chief then to o k h o l d o f the ro ap 8: o rdered the

yo ung Warrers awa y, I fe l t My Se l f wa rm 8: Spo ke in verry
po s i tive terms .

M o st o f the Warriers appea red to have ther B ows strung
a nd to o k o u t th ei r a rrows from the qu iver. a s I (being sur

rounded) ,
was n o t p ermited (by tilem) to retu rn , I Sent a ll the

men except 2 Inp
?

[I nterp reters] to the bo at, the p erogue

So o n retu rned wi th abo u t 1 2 o f o ur determined men ready fo r
any event. this mo vement cau sed a no : o f the Indians to with
draw a t a dista nce, (lea ving their chief: 69

°
J oldiers a lone w ith me).

The i r trea tment to me was verry ro ugh 8: I th ink justified
roughness o n my pa rt, they a ll l ift my Perogue, and Co unci l

?

w i th themse lves the resu lt I co u l d no t le rn and nea r ly a ll

went o ff after rema in ing in th is Si tu a t io n Some t ime I o ffe red my
h and to the 1 . 8: 2. Chiefs who to receve it. I tu rned o ff
8: went with my men o n bo a rd the p ero gu e, I had no t p ro s ‘?

mo re the [than] 1 0 paces befo re the Cheif 8: 2 Brave
M en Waded in a fte r me . I to o k -

them in 8: went o n bo a rd 1

We pro ceeded o n abo u t 1 M ile 8: ancho red o u t o ff a

Wil low I s la nd p laced a gua rd o n Sho re to p ro tect the C o o ks
8: a gua rd in the bo a t, fastened the Perogues to the bo a t, I
ca l l thi s I s la nd bad humered I s land as we were in a bad humer.

1 This para graph is mispla ced in the MS. ; it is written o n the next page after that
co nta in ing the first part o f th is co unc i l w ith the Indians. We have p laced it in
pro per po sition . ED.



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Sep t. z6

Co urse D ista nce 8: reffurences Sep? 1 804 badh." Is?

N . 28
° W. 4] M iles to a p? o n the L . S. pass ing a Sma l l W i llow

I sland at I% M i les 8: Severa l Sand ba rs the

Wa ter Sha l low came to o ( 1 )

of September Wednesday 1 804.

Set o u t ea rl y pro ceeded o n and Came to by the Wish o f
the Chiefs fo r to let thei r Squars [squ aws] 8: b o ys see the

B o at a nd Suffer them to trea t u s we l l grea t numbers o f men

womin 8: ch i l dren o n the banks viewing u s , these peo ple
Shew great anxiety , they appea r Sp rite l y

,
Genera l l y i l l l o o k

ing 8: no t well made thei r legs [69
°
a rms] Sma l l genera l l y, [high

cheek bones, p rominent ey es] they G rese 8: Bla ck [p a int]
themsel ves [w ith coo l] when they dress [the disting

‘f men]
make u se o f a hawks fea thers [Ca lumet fea ther adorned w ith

p orcup ine quills 69
°

fa stened to the top of the head {9° fa lls ba ck
w a rds] abou t the i r h eads . the men [wea r] a ro be 8: each a

po leca ts Skin, fo r to h o l d ther Bawe roley [Bois roule] fo r
Smo king,

1 fo nd o f Dress 8: Show badly a rmed w i th fusees,
8cc. The Squaws a re Chearfu ll fi ne lo o k

’

g womin no t ha nd
som,

H igh Cheeks Dressed in Skins a Petico a t and ro a h
whi ch fo ldes ‘

back o ver the r Sho lder, w i th lo ng wo o l , do a ll

thei r labo rio us wo rk may Say perfect Slaves to the M en,

a s all Squ ars o f N a t io ns much a t War
, o r where the Womin

a re mo re no umero u s th an the men
?

afte r Comeing to o Capf

Lew is 8: 5men went o n Sho re wi th the Cheifs , who appea red
dispo sed to make u p 8: be friendl y , after Cap ta in Lewis had
been o n Sho re ab o u t 3 ho u rs I b ecame u neasy fo r fea r o f
Decept io n 8: Sent a Serjean t to See him and know his t reat
men t wh ich he repo rted was friendl y, 8: they were p rep areing
fo r a Da nce th is even ing The[y] made frequent Selicitia tio ns
fo r u s to rema in o ne n igh t o n l y and let them Show the i r go o d

1 Hair roulé, l itera l ly “ ro l led wo od, — better known by its A lgo nk in name,
K in i k ini k (K inn i kinn ic) , — a mixture o f to bacco w ith scra ping s o r shavings from
va rio us wo ods, espec ia l ly tha t o f sumac, red o sier, and o ther dogwo ods, and bea r
berry . ED.

3 B iddle describes in much greater deta i l ( i , pp . 8 4—90) the co stumes and mode

o f l ife of these Teto n Indians.
— ED.
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after A Smo ke had taken p lace, 8: a Sho rt H arange to his

peo ple, we were requested to take the M ea l (69
°
then p ut before

us the dog which they had been cooking , 69
°
P emitigon

1
69
°

ground

p ota toe in Sev era l p la tters Pem
'

i is Bufi
"l mea t dried or j erked

p ounded 69
°mixed with grea se raw . Dog Sioux think grea t dish

used on festiv a ls ea t little of dog 69° p ot
‘

good.) We

Smo ked fo r an h o u r (till) Da rk 8: all was Clea red away a

la rge fi re made in the Center, ab ou t 10 M usitio ns playing o n

tambereens (made of hoop s‘ 69
°
Skin stretched), lo ng Sti cks w ith

Deer 8: Go a ts H o o fs t ied so a s to make a gingl ing no ise, and
many o thers o f a Simi ler Kind

, th o se M en began to Sing
,
8:

Beet o n the Tambo ren
, the Women Came foward high l y

Deckera ted in thei r Way , wi th the Sca lps and Tro pi cs o fWar

o f the i r fa thers H usbands Bro thers o r nea r Co nnect io ns 8:
pro ceeded to D ance the War D ance (Women only da nce j ump
up 69

"
down fi v e or six y oung men selected a ccomp anied w ith

songs the tamborin making the song extemp ore w ords 69° music

ev ery now 69
°
then one of the com’ come out 69° rep ea t some exp loit

in a sort of song
— this

_

taken up by the y oung men a nd the w omen

da nce to it) wh i ch they do ne with grea t Chearfu llness u nti l l
abo u t 1 2 oClo ck when we info rmed the Cheifs that they were

[must be] fa tigu ed [amusing us] 8:c . they then ret i red 8: we
Accomp

‘f by 4 Cheifs retu rned to Our b o a t, they Stayed w ith
u s all n igh t . Tho se peo ple h ave Some b rave men which they
make u se o f as So ldiers tho se men a ttend to the po l i ce o f the

Vi l lage Co rrect all e rro rs I saw o ne o f them to day Wh ip
2

‘Squ a t s , who appea red to have fa l len o u t, when b e ap
p ro a ch? a ll ab o u t appea red to flee w ith grea t turrow [terro r].
a t night they keep two 3, 4 5 men a t diffe rent Dis tances wa l k
ing a ro u nd Camp Singing the a ccurrunces o f the n ight
Al l the Men o n bo a rd 1 00 paces from Sho re Wind from

the S . E . mo dera te o ne man verry si ck o n bo a rd w i th a

Dangera ss Abscess o n his H ip . Al l in Spi rits this even ing.

In th is Tribe I saw 25 Squa t s and Boys taken ‘

13 days ago

in a ba tt le wi th the M a hars in this ba tt le they Dest ro yd 40
Lo dges , Kil led 75 M en

, 8: som bo ys 8: Chi ldren, 8: to o k 4 8

1 Better known a s pemmican .
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Priso ne rs Womin 8: bo ys wh i ch they promis bo th Capf Lewis
and my se lf Sha l l be De l ivered up to M r. Durio n a t the B o us
ru l ie (Bois brule) Tribe,

l
tho se are a retched a nd Dej ected

lo o king peo p le the Squa rs appea r low 8: Co rse bu t th is is an

unfavo u rab le t ime to judge o f them
We gave o ur M a ha r intep

'
f some frew a rt i c l es to give tho se

Squars in his name Su c h a s Alls, needles 8cc . 8:c.

I saw 8: ea t Pemitigo n the D og , Gro u
‘
.

i po ta to e made into a

Kind o f homney , wh i ch I th o ught bu t l i ttle inferio r . I a lso
Saw a Spo o n M ade o f a ho rn o f an Animell o f the Sheep
Kind (the mounta in ram of Arga lia

z

) the Spo o n wi l l h o l d 2

qu a rts.

z7
’f‘
of Sep t. Thursday x8 c 4

I ro se ea rl y a fter a b ad nights S leep fo und the Chief [s]
a ll u p , a nd the bank as u seal l ined wi th Specta to rs we gave
the 2 grea t Cheifs a B la nket a pea ce , o f rethe r they to o k o ff

agreeab le to the i r Custom the o ne they lay o n and ea ch o ne

Peck o f co rn . after Brackfast Cap
? Lewis 8: the Cheifs went

o n Sho re, as a v ei'ry la rge pa rt o f the i r na t i o n was comeing in,

the Dispo s it io n o f whome I did n o t know o ne o f u s be ing
sufficent o n Sho re, I wro te a letter to M r. P . Du rio n 8: p re
p ared a meadel 8: Some Coms

"‘
i (Certifi ca tes) 8: Sent to Cap

Lew is a t 2 oClo ck Capt Lewis Retu rned w i th 4 Ch iefs 8: a

Brave M an (Consid:M a n) named Wa r cha -

p a o r o n his Gua rd
when the friends o f tho se peo ple [the Scioux] die they run

a rrows thro ugh thei r flesh abo ve a nd b e low the i r e lbows a s a

test imo ny o f the i r Greaf.
after Staying abo u t ha l f an h o u r, I went w ith them o n Sh o re,
Tho se men left the bo at with reluctienc e, I went first to the

Cheifs Lo dge, where a cro ud came a ro und a fter Sp eeking
o n va rious Subj ec ts I went to a p rincp a l mans l o dge from
them to the gra nd Ch iefs lo dge, a fte r a flew minits he invited
me to a Lo dge w ithin the Ci rc le in wh i ch I Stayed w i th a ll

th ei r p rincipa l M en u n t i l l the Da nce began , whi ch was Simi le r
to the o ne o f last n ight pe rfo rmed by the i r women wi th po les

1 One o f the ba nds o f the Teton Sio ux. ED.

2 The Ro cky M o unta in sheep o r arga l (Ofvis monta na . ) - ED .
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(in their ha nds) o n wh ich Sca l ps o f thei r enemies were hung,
Some w ith the Guns Spea rs 8:War emp liments o f (taken by )
thei r hu sbands in the i r hands .

CapfLewis Came o n Sh o re and we Co nt inued unt i l l we were
S leepy 8: retu rned to o ur bo at, the Chief 8: o ne principa l
M an a ccompan ied u s, Tho se two I ndians a ccompan ied me

o n b o a rd in the Sma l l Perogue ; Capf Lewis wi th a gua rd S ti l l
o n Sho re the man who Steered no t being mu ch acustomed to
Steer, passed the b ow o f the b o at 8: the p eroge Came b ro ad
Side aga inst the Cab le 8: b ro ke it wh i ch o b l iged me to o rde r
in a lo ud vo i ce all ha nds up 8: a t thei r o res

,
my p reemp try

o rder to the men and the bust le o f the i r gett ing to the i r o res
allarmfl the Cheifs, together w ith the appea rance o f the M en

o n Sho re, as the b o at
'

tu rnf
l The Cheif ho llowaed 8: alla rmed

the Camp o r Town info rming them that the M ahars was abo u t

a tta cking us (them). In abo u t 1 0 minits the bank was l ined
w ith men a rmed the I

'
f Cheif a t the i r head, abo u t 200 men

appea red and after abo u t ho u r retu rned a ll bu t ab o u t 60

men who co nt inu ed o n the bank all n ight, the Cheifs

a ll n igh t wi th u s . This a llarm I a s we l l as Capf Lewi s Co n
sidered as the Signa l o f the i r intent io ns (wh ich was to Sto p o ur

p ro ceeding o n o ur jo urney and i f Po ss ib le ro b us) we were
o n o ur Gua rd all n ight, the misfo rtune o f the l o ss o f o ur

Ancho r o b l iged us to Lay under a fa l l ing b ank mu ch exp o sf
’

to the a ccompl ishment o f thei r ho sti le in tent io ns . P . C. o u r

B owman who cf
‘ Sp eek M aha r info rmed u s in the n ight that

the M a ha Priso ners info rmed him we were to be Sto ped . we

Shew a s l ittle Sighns o f a Knowledge o f the i r inten tio ns a s

po ssib le a ll p repa red o n b o a rd fo r any th ing wh ic h might
h apen, we kept a Stro ng gua rd all n ight in the bo at, no Sleep

of September 1 8 04 Friday
M ade many attemp s in different ways to find o u r a ncho r,

but Co u l d no t, the Sand had Co vered it, from the M isfo rtune
o f last n ight o ur b o at wa s lay ing at Sho re in a verry unfavou r
ab le Si tua t io n , a fter finding that the ancho r Co u l d no t be

'

fo und we deturmined to p ro ceed o n, wi th great difficuelty go t
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z g
’f‘ Sa tturday 1 8 04 .

Set o u t ea rl y Some b ad Sand ba rs, pro ceeded o n a t 9

oClo ck we o bserved the 29 Chief 8: 2 princi pa l M en o n e M an

8: a Squar o n Sho re, they wished to go up wi th u s a s far a s

the o ther pa rt o f thei r b and, wh ich th ey Sa i d was o n the river
a h ead no t far Distant we refused Sta teing verry Sufii cint
rea so ns and was Pla in wi th th em o n the Subj ect

, they were
no t pleased o bserved tha t they wo u l d wa l k o n Sho re to the Pl ace
we in tended to Camp to n igh t, we o bserved it was no t o ur wish
that they Sho u ld fo r i f they did we Co u ld no t take them o r

a ny o the r Te to ns o n b o a rd except the o ne we had now w i th u s

who migh t go o n Sho re whenever he p leased . they p ro ceeded
o n , the Chief o n b o a rd ask

‘f fo r a twist 1 o f To bacco fo r tho se
men we gave him 5o f a twist

,
a nd Sen t o ne by them fo r

tha t pa rt o f the i r band wh i ch we did no t See, 8: Co ntinu ed o n

Saw grea t numbers o f Elk at the mo u th o f a Sma l l Creek
Ca l led No t imbe r C — as no t imber appea red to be o n it.

abo ve the mo u th o f th is Creek (a Rica ra band of ) the Panies
had a Vi l lage 5 yea rs ago , (no rema ins but the mound which sur

rounded the town .) The Cheif came o n the Sand ba r 8:
requested we wo u l d p ut him a cro ss the r iver, I Sen t a Pero gue
8: Cro ssed him 8: o ne Man to the S . S . and pro ceeded o n 8:

Came to o o n a Sand bar o n ab o u t M i le from the ma in Sho re
8: put o n it 2 Sentinals Co ntinud a ll n igh t a t ancho r (we
Subst i tu te la rge Sto nes fo r ancho rs in p la ce o f

.

the o ne we l o st
a ll in h igh Sp i ri ts 8:c.

Co urse Dista nce 8: reffe rence 29 Sept?

60
? W. 2 M‘? to a p

?
o n S . S. Pa ss ing Severa l Sand ba rs.

8 0
° W. If to a tree o n L. S.

1 6
‘
E . 2% to a pf o n S. S.

8
9 W . I % to the Mo uth o f a Creek o n the L. S. Where the Pa

n ia s had a Town .

45
?
E. 2 Ml? to a p? o n the L . S ide

25
? E. 1% M i les to the Lo wer pf o f a Wil low Isla nd2 in the

middle o f the r i ver.
z

z

z

z

z

e

1 The same a s the carro t ment io ned e lsewhere. ED.

2 Now Okob oj o u . ED.
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Co urse Distanc e 8: refferrence Sep .

t

N . 30
° W . 3 M i les to a tree a t the up per 13? o f some wo ods o n the

S. S.

N. 80
9 W . 1% M i les o n the S. S.

N . 64
9 W . 3 M1? to a Bush o n L . S .

N. 46
9 W . I% Ml?

o n the L. S.

N. IO. W . 3 M1? to a p? o n the S. S . pa ssed Severa l Sand ba rs 8:
the Camp o f a Ba nd o fTeto ns ( 1)

No rth 2 M i les to a tree o n the S. S .

N . 24
9 W . 4 to a p? o n the L. S.

N. 50
° W . 2% to the Lower pf o f Pa nia Is la nd 1 s i tuated in the

20%
mid‘. o f the r i ver (2)

go
’ft of Sep

f Sunday 1 8 04

Set o u t th is mo rn ing ea rl y had n o t p ro ceeded o n far befo re
we disco vered an Ind“ runn ing afte r u s, he came up w ith u s

a t 7 oClo ck 8: requested to come o n bo rd a nd go up to the

Recorees 2 we refused to take any o f tha t band o n b o a rd if
he c ho se to p ro ceed o n Sho re it was verry We l l So o n a fter
I desco v ered o n the h i l ls a t a grea t distance grea t numbers o f

Indians wh ich appea red to be makeing to the river abo ve u s,

we, pro ceeded o n u nde r a D o ub le reafed Sa i l , 8: some ra in a t

9 oClo ck o bserved a la rge b and o f India ns the Same wh i ch I
had befo re seen o n the hi l ls incamp ing o n the bank the L. S .

we Came to o o n a Sa nd ba r Brackfa st 8: pro ceeded o n 8: Ca st
the ancho r o ppo s it. th e i r Lo dge at abo u t 100 ya rds distant, and
info rmed the I ndians wh ich we found to be a pa rt o f the B and
we had befo re Seen , tha t (we) to o k them by the hand and Sent
to each Ch ief a Ca rro t o f to bacco , as we had been trea ted
badly b y some o f the band be low, a fter Staying 2 day s fo r
them,

we Co u ld no t de la y a ny t ime , 8: referred th em to M r .
Du rio n fo r a fu l l a cco u nt o f u s and to h ere o u r Ta l k Sent by
him to the Teto ns , tho se were verry selicitio us fo r u s to l and
a nd ca te w ith them

,
tha t they were friendly 8:c. 8:c. we ap

1 Now Chey enne .
— ED.

2 Otherw ise ca l led Rica ree, Ree, o r, mo re co rrect ly , Ari kara ; Lew is say s

Sta t ist ica l V iew , p . 23) that they a re the rema ins o f ten la rge tribes o f Pan ias
(Pawnees) a nd est ima tes tha t they then ( x8 06) numbered 500 warriors, o r
so u ls. Cf. B iddle’s a cco unt o f their migra t io ns (i , — ED.
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p o ligised 8: pro ceeded o n ,
1 Sent the Pero go to Sho re abo ve

w ith the To ba cco 8: it to a So ldf o f the Ch ief with u s

Severa l o f them ran up the river, the Chf‘; o n bo a rd threw
them o u t a Sma l l twist o f To ba cco 8: to l d them to go b ack 8:
o pen ther cars . they rec [e] ved the To bacco 8: retu rned to

the i r lo dges . we saw great numbers o f wh ite Gu ls This day
is C lo udy 8: ra iney . refresh the men wi th a gla ss o f wh isky
after Brackfast.
We Saw ab o u t 6 M i les abo ve 2 I ndians who Came to the

bank and lo o ked a t us abou t an ho ti r 8: went o ver the h i l ls
to the S . W. we pro ceeded o n under a verry Stiff Breez e
from the S . E . , the Stern o f the bo at go t fast o n a lo g a nd

the bo at tu rned 8: was verry nea r fi l l ing befo re we go t her
righted , the waves be ing verry h igh , The Chief o n bo a rd was
So fritened a t the M o tio n o f the b o at wh ich in its ro cking
Caused Severa l lo o se afticles to fa l l o n the D eck from the

l o ckers, he ran o ff and h i d h imse l f, we landed, he go t his gun
and info rmed us he w ished to retu rn, that all th ings were
cleare fo r us to go o n, we wo u l d no t see any mo re Teto ns 8:c.

we repeated to him wha t had been Sa i d befo re, and advised
him to keep his men away , gave him a b lanket a Kn i fe 8: some

To bacco , Smok
‘! a pipe 8: he Set o ut. We a lso Set Sa le a nd

Came to at a Sand bar, 8: Camped, a verry Co l d even ing, all
o n gua rd .

Co urse Distance 8: reffurence I
’t Octo ber

N. 80° W . 3 to the up per pf o f a la rge Island in the R i ver.
N . 70

° W. 2 M1? to the Mo uth o f Chien o r Dog
'R i ver 3 o n the

L. S.

N. 16 ? W . 2
1
1
7
M i les to a pf o n the S. S. Passed verry bad Sand
ba rs

N. 50
°

E . 4 M i le to Some W i l lows o n the L. S. passed 2 Creeks
o n the L . S. the u pper Sma l l .

S. 53
°

E . 4] M1? to a p? o n the S. S. pa ss ing a Bluff o n the L. S.

1 6

1 Pa ssed 6 o Lo dges of Teto ns, the rema inder o f the band. CLAR K (memo ran
dum o n p . 225 o f Co dex C) .

2 In MS. , these figures a re mispla ced. ED.

Erro neou sly thus named, from the resemb lance o f the French wo rd ( him

(dog) to the triba l name Cheyenne.
— ED.
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This MT7ou Va llie
l info rms u s tha t he wintered last w inter

300 Leagues u p the Ch ien River unde r the B lack mo unta ins,
he info rms tha t th is river is verry rap id and dificuelt even fo r
Perogu es [Ca noos]

‘

to a ssend and when riseing the Swels is

verry h igh , o ne hu ndred Leagues u p it fo rks o ne fo rk
Comes from the S . the o ther a t 40 Leagues ab o ve the fo rks
enters the b la ck M o unta in . The Co untrey from the M isso urie

to the b la ck mo unta ins is mu c h l ike the Co u ntrey o n the

M isso u rie, less t imber. 8: a grea t p erp o tio n o f Ceder.
The b la ck mo un ta ins he Says is verry h igh , a nd Some pa rts

o f it has Snow o n it in the Summer grea t qua nt i ties o f Pine
Grow o n the M o unta ins, a grea t N o ise is hea rd frequent l y
o n tho se M o unta ins” . No beev er o n Dog riv er, o n the

M o unta ins great numbers o f go at, a nd a kind o f anamale

w ith la rge ci rcu la r ho rns , th is a n ima le is nea rly the Size o f a n

[Sma ll] Elk. [Arga lea] Whi te bea rs is a lso pl enty The

Chien (Chay enne) Ind
?

a re abo u t 300 Lo dges
2
they inhab it th is

river p rincipa l l y , and Stee l ho rses from the Spa n ish Sett le
ments, to the S W. th is excurtio n they make in o ne mo n th
the b o ttoms 8: Sides o f R Chien is co rse grave l . Th is french
ma n gives a n a cco u nt o f a wh i te bo o ted tu rkey a n inhabitent

o f the Co u t No i r (Pra irie Cock)

of October Monda y 1 8 04 a t the Mouth of Riv er Chien or Dog R

We p ro ceeded now from the mo u th o f this river 1 1 m i les
and camped o n a Sand ba r in the r iver o ppo si t to a Tradeing
ho u se verry w indy 8: co l d . 1 1 miles a bov e Chien R3

1 Evident ly meant fo r Jean Va l lé pro bably a re lat i ve o f the Fra nco is V a l l é who
was commanda nt a t Ste. Genevieve a t the t ime when that po st wa s de l ivered by the
Span iards to the Un ited Sta tes a uthorit ies. ED.

3 T he Chey enne tub e is ( l i ke the A rapaho ) o f A lgo nqu ian sto ck . Powe l l th inks
tha t these sa vages, having early separa ted from the ir k indred a t the No rth, fo rced the ir

,
way through ho st i le tribes , acro ss the M isso uri , into the B lack H i l l s co untry thus

lo ca t ing between the Sio uan a nd the Sho sho nean tribes. See M o o ney
’

s a cco unt of

th is tribe
,
in U. S. Bur . Ethnol. Rep . , 1 8 92

—
93, pp . 1 023

— 1 027 . ED .

This paragra ph is fo und o n p . z of Co dex C. ED.
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Co urse D istance a nd refferrens. 2
"

.

d
o f Oct .

r

70? E . 2% M iles to a wo od o n the L. S ide pa ss a large Sand bar
in the middle 8: a Wi llow c lo se under the L. S.

80
°
E. 15» M‘? o n the L. S.

62. E . 2 M iles o n the L. S. a W i l low bo ttom o p po s i t o n the S. S.

1 5
°
E. 4 M i les to the L. S ide o f an Isla nd Situa ted near the S. S.

8: I Ml abo ve the lower po int o f the 8 ? Isla nd ( I )
N. 28

?
E . 2 M i les to the p

f
o f a Sand bar Makeing from the head

o f the Island 8: Camped (2)

a
” ?

of October Tuesday 1 8 04

a Vio lent w ind a ll n igh t from the S . E . Sl ackened a l i tt le and

we p ro ceeded o n M .

”

7on Va llie Came o n b o a rd and pro ceeded
o n 2 M iles w ith u s , a verry Co l d mo rn ing Some b lack Clo uds
fly ing to o k a M eridian a l t itude 8: made the Lattitude 44

°

1 9
’ No rth this wa s taken a t the u pper pa rt o f the go uge

o f the Lo ok o u t bend , the Sentina l h ea rd a Sho t o ver the
h i l ls to the L . S . dureing the t ime we were D ineing o n a la rge
Sand bar . the after pa rt o f th is day is p leasent, a t 2 oClo ck

Oppo s i t a Wo o d o n the L . S . we o bserved Some Indians o n a

h i l l o n the S . S . o ne Came down to the river o ppo s it to u s

and fi red o ff his gun , 8: to u s to Come to o
, we

payed no attentio n to him he fo l lowed o n Some distance,
we Spo ke a few wo rds to him

,
he w ished u s to go a Sho re

and to his Camp which was o ver the h i l l and Co ns isted o f 20

Lo dges ,
1

we excu sed o u r Se lves advised him to go a nd he re
o ur ta l k o fMTDu rio n, he enqu i red fo r traders we info rmed
him o ne was in the next bend be l ow . 8: pa rted , he retu rned

,

8: we pro ceeded o n ( 1 ) passed a l a rge I s la nd
, o n the S . 8 .

here we expected the Teto ns w o u l d at tempt to Sto p us and

u nder tha t i dea r we prepa red o u r se lves fo r a ctio n wh ich we
expected every momen t . th is I s land o n the L . S . a Sma l l
Creek Co rns in , This I s la nd we ca l l Is

‘
.

i
o f Ca ution 2

we to o k
in Some wo o d o n a favo u rab le Si tu at io n where we Co u ld

1 Ga ss say s ( p . 6 8 ) He sa id he be lo nged to the Jonkta o r Baba ro le band,
pro bab ly referring to the Yankton . ED.

2 Now Plum Is land. ED.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Oet. z

defend o ur M en o n Sho re 8: (2) Camped o n a Sand b a r a

M ile from the ma in Sho re the Wind changed to the N . W .

8: ro se ve rry h igh a nd Co ld wh ich Co n tinud. The Cu rrent
o f the M isso urie is less rapid 8: Co n ta ins mu ch less sediment

,

o f the Same Co lo u r .

a
’

g
i
ofOctober Tuesday 1 8 04

1

Pro ceeded o n as mentio ned in Jo u rna l No . 2 twelv e mi les
camped abo ve a la rge I s land o n a Sand bar, verry w indy a nd

co l d the after pa rt o f th is day , the mid day ve rry wa rm. The

La ttitude as taken to day is 44
°

1 9
'

36
”

o b serve grea t cau t io n
t his day expect ing the Seaux in tent io ns some wha t h o st i le
towa rds o u r p ro gress io n ,

The river no t so rap id as be low the

Ch ien
,
its w idth nea r ly the same . 1 2 mi les

3
Td o f Octo berWednesday 1 804 .

— W ind b lew hard a ll n ight from
the N. W . Some ra in and verry Co ld w e Se t o ut a t 7 oc lo ck 8:
p ro ceeded o n

N . 50
°

E . 2% M'
s to a pf o fWo od o n the L. S.

N . 54 E 2 M i les to a tree in a bend S. S.

No rth 2 M i les to a p fH igh Land o n L. S. wind hard a head

Came to o 8: D ined.

N . 22
° W 4% M i les to the head o f go od ho pe Island. 2 Indians

Came to the mouth o f a Creek o n the S. S .

Sh ields

of October Wednesday 1 8 04
?

The N . W . wind b lew v erry h a rd a ll n igh t w i th Some ra in
a co l d mo rn ing, we Set o u t a t 7 oClo ck and pro ceeded o n

a t
’

1 2 o c lo ck landed o n a B a re L . S . examined the Perogu s

8: fo catle (foreca stle) o f the (boa t) to See i f the mi ce had do ne
any damage, Severa l b ags cu t by them co rn sca ttered 8:c
Some o f o ur c lo thes a lso spo i led by them,

a nd papers 8:c, 8:c.

a t 1 oClo ck an I ndia n came to the b ank S . S . wi th a tu rkey
o n his ba ck, fo u r o thers So o n j o ined him, we a ttemp ted
severa l chanels and cou l d no t fi nd wa ter to assend, landed o n

1 This entry is fo und o n p . a of Co dex C. ED.

3 A t this po int the jo urna l is cont inued in Codex C, the la st entry there in being
dated A pri l 7, 1 8 05.

— ED .
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of October , Friday 1 8 04

F ro st thi s mo rn ing, we Set o u t ea r ly and p ro ceeded o n

( I ) passed a Sma l l C reek o n the L . S . a t 7 oClo ck hea rd
some y els pro ceeded o n Saw 3 Indians o f the Teto n band ,
they ca l led to u s to come o n Sho re, beged Some To bacco

, we

a nsw
‘l
them as u seal and p ro ceeded o n, passed (2) a Creek o n

the S . S . a t 3 abo ve the mo u th we saw o ne whi te Brant
in a gang o f abo u t 30, the o thers a ll a s da rk as u sial, a Dis

crip tio n o f th is kind o f Gees o r Brant sh a l l be given h ere after
Saw a gang o f Go a ts Swiming a cro ss the river o ut o f whi ch we
ki l led fo u r th ey were no t fatt . in the even ing passed a Sma l l

(3) I s land Si tuated c lo se to the L . Side, a t the head o f th is
I s
“
. a la rge Creek coms in o n the L . S . saw white Bra n ts , We
ca l l th is Creek wh ite B rant Creek . I wa l ked o n the Is ‘

i fo und
it Co ve red w i th w i l d Rye, I Sho t a Buck , Saw a la rge gang
o f Go a t o n the h i l ls o ppo s it , o ne Bu ck ki l led , a lso a Pra rie
wo l f this even ing. The h igh Land no t so h igh a s be low,

river
abo u t the Same w i d th , the Sand ba rs a s no umero us , the ea rth
B la ck and many o f the B luffs h ave the Appea ra nce o f be ing
o n fi re . We came to o and camped o n a mud ba r makeing
from the S . S . .

the even ing is ca lm and pleasent, refreshed
the men Wi th a glass o fwh iskey .

Co urse Dista nce 8: reffurences . 52
? Octo ber

N . 635
>

1% under Some h igh land o n . the S . S .

East . 3 miles to a p o int o f T imber o n the L. S. pa ssed a

c reek o n the L. S. ( 1 ) h igh land o n the S. S.

N . 80 E 1% ml? to a Tree in the bend to the S. S.

N. 36
9 W. 2 ml? to a p

t
o f h igh land o n the L. S. passd a c reek o n

the S. S . ( 2)
N . 50

9 W . 3 m i les to a Po int to the S . S.

N . 1 7
9 W. 3 ml? to a tree o n the S . S. pa ssd a Sma l l Is land c lo se

o n the L. S. abo ve the S‘! Island a Creek comes

in o n the L. S.

N . 1 6
9
E. 6 ml? to a pf o n the L . S ide o p po sit a Wil low Island

20
Situa ted nea r the S. Sho re
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TETON TO MANDANS

October Sa tturday 1 8 04 .

a co o l mo rn ing w ind from the No rth Set o u t ea rl y passed
a w i l l ow I s land ( 1 ) Si tu a ted nea r the S . Sho re a t the uppe r
po int o f Som t imbe r o n the S . S. ma ny l a rge ro und S to nes
nea r the mi ddle o f the river, tho se Sto nes appea r to have been
washed from the h i l ls (2) passed a Vi l lage o f ab o u t 80 neet

Lo dges co vered w i th ea rth and picketed a ro und, th o se lo ges
are Spicio us [spacio us — E D.] o f an Octago n fo rm as c lo se
together as they ca n po ss ib l y be pla ced and appea r to have
been inhab i ted la st Spring, from the Cano es o f Skins M a ts

bu ckits 8:c . fo und in the lo dges , we a re o f o pp inio n th ey we re
the recrereis We fo u nd Squashes o f 3 Different Kinds grow
ing in the Vi l lage, o ne o f o ur men Ki l led an E lk clo se by
this Vi l lage, I saw 2 wo lves in p ersu te o f ano ther wh ic h
appea red to b e wo u nded and nea rly t i red , we pro ceeded o n

fo u nd the river Sho le we made Severa l a ttempts to find the

ma in Chan‘ne l between the Sand ba rs , and was o b l iged a t length
to Drag the bo a t o ver to Save a league whi ch we mu st retu rn
to get into the deepest Channe l , we h ave been o bg

"
to hunt a

Cha n}fo r Some t ime past the river be ing dev ided in many
p la ces in a grea t number o f Chanels

,
Saw Gees , Swan, Brants,

8: Du cks o f Different Kinds o n the Sand b a rs to day , Cap?

Lewi s wa l ked o n Sho re Saw grea t numbers o f Pra rie hens , I
o bserve bu t flew Gu l ls o r Pleo v er in th is pa rt o f the river,
The Corv os o r M agpye is verry Commo n in thi s qua rte r.
We camped o n a la rge Sand bar o ff the mouth o f Beav er o r

O t ter Creek , o n the th i s creek is ab o u t 22 ya rds w i de
a t the mou th and co nta ins a grea ter p erp o t io n o f Wa te r th an
commo n fo r creeks o f its Sise l

Co urse D istance a nd Reffurenc
'

es Oc t5
N. 4

9

E 8 m i les to a po int o f Wo odland o n the L. S. pa ssed a

w i l low Is‘.l S. S.

N . 8
9 W. 1 M1 o n the L. S ide

N . 32 W. 3 Ml? to a po int o n the S. S. pa ssed a n o ld Vil lage o f

the Ricko rrees a t the Comsf o f th is Co urse ( 2)
N . 40

? W. 24» M i les the Mo uth o f Bea ver ( o tter Creek) o n the S.
S

.

14
a la rge Sand ba r o ppo s i t

1 Now Sw an Creek , in W a lwo rth Co .
— COUES (L. a nd e C. ,

i
,
p .
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7
“
of October Sunday 1 8 04

a Cloudy mo rn ing, Some l itt le ra in fro st l ast n igh t
,

we

Set o u t ea rl y pro ceeded o n 2 mi les to the mo u th o f a (1 )
Rive r o n the L S. and brackfast th is r ive r when fu l l is 90

y a rds wide the wa ter is a t th is t ime Co nfined with in 20 ya rds,
the Cu rren t appea rs j entle, th is river throws o u t bu t l ittle
Sand . a t the mo u th o f th is ri ver we Saw the Tra cks o f wh ite
b ea r wh ic h was verry l a rge, I wa l ked up this river a mi le .

b e low the (2) mo u th o f th is river is the rema ins o f a Ricko rree

Village o r Wintering Camp fo rt ified in a c i rcu la r fo rm o f abo u t

60 Lo dges, bu i lt in the Same fo rm o f tho se passed yesterday
Th is Camp appea rs to h ave been inhab i ted la st w in ter, many
Of the i r w i l l ow and Straw ma ts , Baskets 8: Buffa low Skin
C ano es rema in int i re wi th in the Camp , the Ricaries ca l l this
ri ver Sur—wa r—ka r-na o f Pa rk .

1

[R

Co urse D i stance 8: Reffurences 7
‘
.

h October

42
° W . 2 M i les to the M o uth o f a R i ver Ga led Sur w a r ca r no

in a bend to the L. S. ( 1 ) a v i llage a t Mo : (2)
305

>
E. 3% to a Clump o f bushes in a bend to the S. S. pass

ing fo r m i le o n the L . S.

2

2

2

2

a

a

z

30
9 W. 2 m i les to a p t o f h igh land o n the L . S ide

,
p a ssed a

w i l low Isla nd ( 3)
35

° W . 7 o n the L . S ide passed a Sand bar o n the S. S. (4 )
1 0

9 W . 1 m i le o n the L. S . to a pt .

80
? W . 3 m i les to the left S ide o f a n Island ( 5) in the mid ri ver

45
9 W . 1 M i le to the head o f the W i l low s a t the head o f the S.

Gro use Isl‘!

m i les to a po int o n the ma in S. S. a la rge Sand bar
from the u pper po int o f the Island h igh

‘ land o n

bo th S ides o p po s it this Island.

from th is ri ver (which heads in the bla ck mounta ins) we
pro ceeded o n u nder a gentle B reeze from the SW. a t

1 0 oClo ck we Saw 2 I ndians o n the they asked fo r some

th ing to ea t, 8: info rmed u s they were pa rt o f the Bezfls De

M edesons (Beufles de M edecines) Lo dge o n thei r way to the

1 Now Owl, o r Moreau, River. ED.
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bers o f tho se peo ple came o n the I sland to See us pa ss, we

passed ab o ve the head o f the I s land 8: Cap? Lewis w ith 2

in terp eters 8: 2 men went to the Vil lage I fo rmed a Camp o f

the french 8: the gua rd o n Sho re, w ith o ne Sentina l o n bo a rd
o f the bo a t a t anch o r , a plea sent even ing a ll things a rranged
b o th fo r Pea ce o r Wa r, This Vil lage (6) is Si tua ted abo u t

the center o f a l a rge I s land nea r the L. Side 8: nea r the fo o t
o f Some h igh b a l d uneav en h i l ls , Severa l french men Came
up with

i

Capf Lewis in a Perogu e, o ne o f whi ch is a M SGrave l
lin 1

a man we l l versed in the langu age o f th is na t io n a nd gave
u s some igfo rma tio n relitiv e to the Co untrey na t[i]o n 8:c.

Co urses D istance and reffurences . Oct!

N . 705
> W 2 M iles to a t ree in the bend to the L. S ide, passed a

small Creek L. S . ( 1 )
miles to the pf o n the S. S.

to the mo z o f a Ri ver [We ter boo 1 20 yds w ide] in
the bend to the L. S. ( 2) p assing o ver a w il low
Island (3)

mile o n the L . S ide
mile o n the L. S. to the Mo uth o f a Sma ll river [Ma

e ra-Pa ] ( 4)
mi le to the lower p? o f a n Is". (5)
M i les to a p‘. o n the S. S. pa ssd the head o f the ISS’a nd

the 1
’
.

t
ricko rries V i l lage (6 ) o p p s

d
a Creek w e

Ca ll after the 1 ’.t Ch iefKa kaw iss assa Creek. L. S.

[Orderly B o o k ; Cla rk Orders October the Sf? 1 8 04 .

Ro b ert Frazer be ing regu l arly inlisted and haveing become

o ne o f the Corp s o f Vollenteers fo r North-Western Discov ery , he

is th e refo re to be viewed 8: respected a cco rdingl y and wi l l be
anexed to Sergeant Gass

’

s mess .

CLARK Cp
f 8:c.

M ER IWETHER LEWI S
Cap

? U .S. Reg
‘
. I nfty

1 Jo seph Grave l ines , a trader res iding amo ng the Ari kara tribe, in company w ith
A nto ine T abeau (Tabo ) , who is ment io ned be low . — ED.
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[C l a rk Riv er Ma ropa 9? of October 1 8 04 . Tuesday

a windey ra iney n igh t, a nd co ld , So much So we Co u l d no t

speck wi th the Indians to day the th ree great Ch iefs and

many o thers Came to see u s to day , we gave them. some

to bacco and info rmed them we Wo u l d Speck o n tomo rrow,

the day co nt inued Co l d 8: windey some ra in So rry Cano o s
o f Skins passed down from the 2 Vi l lages a Sho rt distance
abo ve, and many Came to V iew u s all day , mu ch a sto n ished
a t my b la ck Servent, who did no t lo se the . Oppo rtu n i ty o f

[displaying ED .] his powers S trength 8cc. 8:c. th is ‘

na tio n

never Saw a b lack man befo re .

1

Severa l hunters Came in wi th lo ades o f mea t, I o bserved
Severa l Cano o s made o f a Single Bu ffa low Skin wi th 3 thre
squars Cro ss the river to day in waves a s h igh as I ever Saw
th em o n th is river, qu ite u ncompo sed I h ave a Sl i te Plursie
this even ing ver ry co l d 8:c. 8:c.

2

1
"
.

t Chiefs name Ka kaw issa ssa ( l ight ing Crow )
2
d do do Poca sse ( o r Hay)

do do piaheto ( o r Eagles fea ther)

1 07:of October Wednesday 1 8 04 .

a fine mo rn ing wind from the S E . a t ab o ut 1 1 o Clo ck the

w ind Sh ifted , to the N . W . we p repa re all things ready to

Speak to the Indians , M T Tabo 8: MTGrav o lin came to b rack

1 By way o f amusement he to ld them tha t he had o nce been a w i ld an ima l
,
a nd

caught and tamed by his ma ster a nd to co nvince them show ed them fea ts o f strength
which added to his lo o ks made him more terrib le than w e w i shed him to b e.

BIDDLE ( i , p .
In a ra re pamphlet ent it led Adv entures of Z ena s Leona rd (Clearfield, Pa . , 18 39)

— fo r info rma ti o n regarding which see Chittenden"s Amer . Fur Tra de, i , p . 397
is a n a cco unt o f a negro residing ( 1 8 32— 34) in the .Crow vi l lage a t the junct io n o f

B ighorn and St inking r ivers, who apparently w as Clark ‘ s servant York . He to ld
Leo nard that he first w ent to tha t co untry w ith Lew is and Clark , w ith whom he

returned to M isso uri tha t he afterwa rd a ccompa n ied a trader u p the M isso uri , and

had rema ined w ith the Indians ever s ince (abo ut ten o r tw e lve y ears) . He had
,

when Leo nard saw him, fo ur Indian w ives , and po ssessed much repu ta t io n a nd influ

ence amo ng the Crows, from whom he secured the return o f some ho rses which they
had sto len from Leo nard‘

s party .
-W ALTER B . DOUGLAS (St . Lo u is) .

2 W ind b lew hard this mo rn ing dro ve the bo a t from her anker, to shore.

CLA RK (memo randum o n p. 224 o f Codex C) .
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fast wi th us the Cheefs 8:c. came from the l owe r Town , bu t
no ne from the 2 upper Towns, wh ich is the l a rgest, we Co n ~

tinue to de lay 8: wa ite fo r them at 1 2 oClo ck Desp atchd

Gravel in to envi te them to come down, we h ave every rea so n
to bel ieve that a gello u sy exists between the Vi l lages fo r fea r
o f o ur makeing the 1

‘

.

t Cheif from the l ower Vi l lage, a t o ne

oClo ck the Cheifs all a ssemb led 8: a fter Some l i ttle Cerremo ny

the co unci l Commenced , we in fo rmd
them wh a t we had to l d

the o thers befo re i . e . Otto es 8: Seaux . made 3 Cheif 1 fo r

ea ch Vi l lage ; gave them presents . after the Co unci l was
o ver we Sho t the a ir guns whi ch a sto n ished them mu ch , the[y]
then Depa rted and we rested Secu re all n igh t, Tho se I ndians
wer mu ch asto n ished a t my Servent, they neve r Saw a b la ck
man befo re, a ll flo cked a ro und him 8: examind him from to p
to to e, he Ca rried o n the j o ke a nd made h imse l f mo re turriba l
than we w ished him to do e . Tho se I ndians a re no t fo nd o f

Spirt‘ Licquer. o f any kind
1

1 October Thursday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing the wind from the S.E . a t 1 1 o Clo ck we

met the Grand Cheif in Co uncel a nd he made a Sh o rt Speech
thanking u s fo r wha t we had given him 8: his na t io n p romisse
ing to a ttend to the Co unci l we had given him 8: info rmed
us the ro ad was o pen 8: no o ne da re Shu t it

,
8: we m ight

Depa rte a t p leasu re, a t 1 oClo ck we Set o u t fo r the upper
Vi l lages 3 m i les destan t, the Grand Cheif 8: nephew o n b o a rd ,
pro ceeded o n a t 1 mi le to o k in the 2

d Cheif 8: Came to o o ff

the fi rst [second] Vi l lage Sepera ted from the 3
rd by a Creek

a fter a rrangeing all ma tters we
i

wa lked u p w ith the Cheif to

his Vi l l age, and Set ta lking o n Va rio us Subjects u nt i l l la te we

a lso vis i ted the upper o r Vil lage each o f which gave u s

Someth ing to ea te in thei r way , a nd a fiew b ushe ls o f Co rn
Beens 8:c . 8:c. a fter b eing treated by everry ci vi l i ty by tho se
peo ple who are b o th po re 8: Durtey we retu rned to o ur bo a t

1 Much p lea sed, the french Chief l o st his presents by his Sk in Cano e o verset
t ing , sho t the a ir gun, the men tra ded some fiew art icles fo r Ro bes had the Co rn
m i l l set u p 8: shewed the Indf its o pperatio n after Speaking to them &C.

— CLARK
(ut sup ra ) .
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who Set by his Side, mo re Sincear 8: p leasently , he presented
u s w i th abo u t 1 0 bushe ls o f Com 1 Some beens 8: [S]quashes
a ll o f whi ch we acksep ted with mu ch p leasu re, after we had
ans

"
. his Speech 8: give them Some a cco u nt o f the M agn i tude

8: power o f o u r Co untrey wh ich pleased and asto n ished them
verry mu ch we retu rned to o u r b o at, the Chiefs a ccompan ied
u s o n bo a rd, we gave them Some Suga r a l i tt le Sa l t and a

Su n Gla ss, 8: Set 2 o n Sho re 8: the th i rd pro ceeded o n w ith
u s to the M andens by name [b la nk spa ce in M S.] a t 2

oClo ck we Set o u t the inhabitents o f the two Vi l lages View ing
u s from the banks , we pro ceeded o n ab o u t 9% mi les and

Camped o n the a t Some wo o ds passed, the even ing Clea r
8: p leasent Co o l .
The N a t io n o f the Rickerries (Ricka ra s) is abo u t 600 men

(M
T Tab o e says, I th ink 500 men) (M CTa ba t is right) ab le to

b ea r a rms a Grea t p erp o tio n o f them have fu sees they
appea r to be p eacefu ll, the i r men ta l l and p erp o tiend,

2
womin

Sma l l and indu stero us , ra ise grea t qu ant it ies o f Com Beens

Simnins 3 8cc . a lso To ba cco fo r the men to Smo ke they co l
lect all the wo o d and do the drugery a s Commo n amo ngst
Savages .

This nat io n is (two v illages a re) made up o f 1 0 (nine) Dif
ferent Tribes o f the Pan ia (P a nics), who had fo rmer l y b een
Sepera te, but by Commo t io n and war wi th thei r ne ighb o u rs
have Come reduced a nd compe l led to come to geth er fo r p ro
tectio n, The cu rrup tio n o f the l angu age o f tho se different
Tribes has So redu ced the langu age that the Different Vil l ages
do no t understan a ll the wo rds o f the o thers . Tho se peo ple
are

‘Durtey , Kind , po re, 8: extrav igent. pursessing n atio na l
p ride, no t beggarley rec ive What is given w ith grea t p lea su re,
Live in wa rm ho uses, la rge and bu i lt in an oxigo n [o ctago n]
fo rm fo rming a co ne a t to p wh ich is left o pen fo r the smo ke

1 Rec ive Some Co rn from the 8: 3
'd Chf. abo ut 20 bushe ls.

— CLARK (memo

randum o n p . 224 o f Codex C) .
1 Ga ss say s o f the Ari kara (pp . 73, 74) tha t “ they a re the best-lo o k ing , mo st

c l ean ly , mo st friendly and industrio us Indians I have ever seen o n the vo y age.
— ED.

A fo rm o f “ s iml in ”

o r “ s imnel, ” a name used in the So uthern Sta tes for

summer squa shes. — ED.
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to pass, tho se h o u ses a re Genera l l y 30 o r 40 fo o t Diamiter,
Co v‘i w ith ea rth o n

’ po les w i l lows 8: gra ss to p revent the ea rths
pass ing thro ’

.

1 Th o se peo ple express an incl ina t io n to be a t

p eace w i th a ll na tio ns . The Seaux who trade the go o ds which
they get o f the Britush Traders fo r the i r Co rn

,

2
and

.
[have]

grea t influence o ver the Rickeres, po iso n the i r m inds and keep
them in p erp etia l dread .

I saw Some o f the Ch ien (Chy enne) o r Dog I ndians , a lso a

man o f a na tio n u nde r the Court Nue
,
Th i s na t io n is a t war

with the Crow I ndians 8: have 3 ch i ldren priso ners .

a cu rio u s cus tom with the Souix as we l l as the rickeres is to

give ha ndsom squa rs to tho se whome they w ish to Sho w some

a ckno w ledgements to . The Seauex we go t c l a re o f w ith o u t
taking the i r squ ars , they fo l lowed u s w ith Squars two days .

The Ricko res we pu t o ff dureing the t ime we were a t the

To wns but 2 [ha ndsom y oung] Squ a t s were Sent b y a man to

fo l low u s , they came up th is even ing, and pursisted in the i r
c ivi l it ies .

3

Dress o f the men o f th is na t io n is Simpl y a p fmo ckerso n ,

Leagin, flap in fro nt 8: a Buffa low ro abe , w i th ther ha i r a rms

8: ea rs Decko ra ted.

The womin, wo re M o ckerso ns leagins fringed a nd a Shi rt
o f Go a t Skins , Some w ith S leaves this ga rment is lo nge 8:
Gen l ? wh ite 8: fringed, t ied a t the w ith a ro abe, in

Summer w i tho u t ha i r .

1 Cf. the mo re deta i led descript io ns o f these huts g iven by Biddle ( i , p .

Gass (p . and Bra ckenridge (Louisia na , p . ED.

1 The Eng l ish traders no t o n ly traffic w ith the Ihdia ns abo ut the shin ing [Ro cky]
mo unta ins, but they have extended it to the M andans o n the M isso uri , and to severa l
o ther tribes bo th abo ve a nd bel ow them. T he Span iards a lso from Santa Fé o cca s io n
a l ly t raflic w ith the India ns abo ut the wa ters o f the Ka nsa s , as l i kew ise w i th tho se o n

the ri ver P la tte .
— S'

1
‘

0DDARD (Louisia na , pp . 4 53,
3 Bra ckenridge say s (Louisia na , p . 247) “ It is part o f the ir ho spi ta l ity , to o ff er

the guest the ir w ife , s ister, o r ma id serva nt, a ccording to the est imat io n in wh ich the
guest is he ld, and to refuse , is co ns idered a s trea t ing the ho st w i th co ntempt .

"

T his
w a s a custom w ide ly preva lent _

amo ng Indian tribes , espec ia l ly tho se o f the Fa r W est .

B iddle say s (i , p . 1 05) tha t Ari kara rega rded such interc o urse w ith strangers a s dis
gra cefu l , when o ccurring w itho ut the husband’s o r bro ther‘ s co nsent .— ED.
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[Memo randum made by Cla rk o n the inside fro n t co ver o f Co dex C

Name s o f th e na tio ns w h o come to th e Rica res t o tra fi ck a nd

b ring H o rs e s 8: ro b e s

O1 Kun .na-na r-Wesh (Gens des v ach) l Blue heeds.

O2 Noo-ta r—w a u H i ll C l imbers
3 d u-ner—boo the peo p le who pen Buffa lo es to cetch them
4 To-cbe-w a b-coo Fox Indian s

>l< 5 To-pah—ca ss whi te ha i r’s
O6 Ca t-tar-ka b Paducar.

7 Xi—e—w ah T ideing Indians
8 Too-w a r—sa r Skin pr icks
9 d r ha ( chien ) The v i llage o n the o ther s ide
1 0 We bee skeu (chien) T he v il lagers o n th is s ide

Tho se natio ns all live o n the pra t ies from SW by S to West o f the

Ricarees a ll speck different la nguages a nd are numero us, a ll fo l low the

Buffalow and winter nea r the mo unta ins .

1 37:of October Sa tturday 1 8 04

o ne man J . Newmo n co nfined fo r mu tinou s express io n Set

o u t ea rl y p ro ceeded o n, pa ss
‘?
a camp o f Seauex o n the S S.

th o se peo ple o n l y V iewed u s 8: did no t Speak o ne Wo rd . The

visi ters o f last even ing all except o ne retu rned wh i ch is the

B ro ther o f the Chief we h ave o n
“

bo a rd passed (1 ) a Creek
13 yds o n the at 1 8 ml abo ve the Town heading in some

Po nds a Sho rt Dist“. to the N .E . we ca l l Sto ne I do l C . (we l l
to o bserve here tha t the Yankto n o r R Ja cque h eads at abo u t

2 D ays M a rch o f th is pla ce E asterl y, the R . de Seaux o ne

Day further, the Ch ien (Chay enne the Chay
‘

formerly there) a
b ranch o f R . Ro u ch e (Rouge) Sti l l beyend, and the Rive r
SfPeters 4 D ays ma rch from thi s pl ace o n the Same Det ectio n

(Info rmt
‘?

o f the Ricko res). Pa ssed a la rge wi l low (2) 8: Sand
I s lands abo ve the mou th o f the last Creek . a t 2 1 M i les

1 A French n ickname
, mean ing “ cow-peo ple - that is , Buffa lo tribe. The

Indian name here g iven — written by B iddle ( i , p . Kaninav iesch — is o n ly an

Chippewa appe l la t io n of that tribe , now known a s theAra paho , o ne o f the w esternmo st
A lg o nquian tribes ( see M o o ney

‘

s sketch o f this peo ple, in U. S. Bur . Ethnol. Rep . ,

1 8 92
—
93, pp . 953 Lew is, how ever, in his “ Sta tist ica l V iew (p. 1 8 )

app l ies the name A r-rzi h
'
-
p!i

-ho o
’
to a bra nch o f the Pawnee.

— ED.
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[Orderly B o o k ; C la rk Orders of October 1 8 04

A Co u rt M a rt ia l to Co ns ist o f n ine members wi l l set to day
a t 1 2 oClo ck fo r the t ri a l o f J o hn Newmo n now under Co n
fi nemen t . Cap? Cla rk wi l l a ttend to the fo rms 8: ru les o f a

pres i dent wi tho u t giv eing his o pin io n .

De ta i l fo r the Co u rt M a rtia l

SergfJo hn Ordaw ay
Sergea nt Pa t: Gass

Jo : Shie lds
H:Ha l l

Jo . Co ll ins

M ERIWETHER LEWI S Cap
?

1
'

.

t U
’

S. Reg? I nfty
W7? CLARK Capt

o r E . N W D [Engineer N o rth Western
Disco very. E D.]

[ L ew is :]
In co nfo rmi ty to the abo ve o rde r the Co u rt ma rtia l co n

vened this day fo r
‘

the tria l o f Jo hn Newma n , cha rged w i th
having u ttered repeated express io ns o f a h igh ly crimina l and
mu t ino us natu re ; the same having a tendency no t o n l y to

distro y every p rincip le o f m i l ita ry disci p l ine, bu t a lso to

a l iena te the a ffect io ns o f the indiv idu a ls compo s ing th is
deta tchment to the i r o ffi cers, and disaffect them to the ser

vi ce fo r whi ch they have been so sacredl y and so lemn l y
engaged The Priso nar plead not guil[t]y to the cha rge

exh ib i ted aga inst him. The cou rt a fter having du l y co nsid

ered the evidence aduced, as we l l a s the defence o f the sa i d

p riso no r, are u nan imo us l y o f o p in io n tha t the p riso no r Jo hn
Newman is gu i l ty o f every pa rt o f the cha rge exh ib ited aga inst
him

,
a nd do sentence him agreeab ly to the ru les a nd a rti c les

o f wa r, to rece ive seventy fiv e la sh es o n his bea r ba ck , and to

be hencefo rth d isca rded from the p erminent pa rty engaged fo r
No rth Western d isco very ; two th i rds o f the Co u rt co ncu rring

[ 192 ]
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in the sum and nature o f the pun ishmen t awa rded . the com

manding o ffi cers appro ve a nd co nfi rm the sentence o f the

co u rt, and direct the pun ishment take place tomo rrow between
the ho u rs o f o ne a nd two RM . The comma nding o ffi cers
further di rect that Jo hn Newman in fu tu re be a tta tched to the

mess and crew o f the red Pero gue a s a lab o u ring hand o n

b o a rd the same
, and tha t he be depr ived o f his a rms and

a cco u trements, and no t be p ermited the ho no r o f mo u nt ing
gua rd u nti l l fu rth er o rders ; the commanding

,
oflicers fu rth er

d i rect tha t in Inc o f the gua rd du ty from wh ich N ewma n has

been exempted by vi rtue o f thi s o rder, that he sha l l be
expo sed to su ch drudgeries as they may th ink pro pe r to di rect
from t ime to t ime wi th a V iew to the general re l ief o f the

deta tchment .

[C la rk :j 1 41? of October Sunday 1 8 04 .

Some ra in last n igh t a ll wet 8: co ld , we Set [o u t] ea rly the
ra in a ll Day , a t [b lank in M S.] mi les we passed a

( 1 ) Creek o n the L .S. 1 5 ya rds wide th is Creek we ca l l afte r
the 3

'

.

d Chief Piaheto (o r E agles fea ther) a t 1 o Clo ck we

ha l ted o n a Sa nd bar 8: after D inner execu ted the Sentence o f

the Co u rt M a rtia l so far a [s] giv eing the Co rpo ra l pun i sh
ment, 8: pro ceeded o n a fiew M i les, the wind a head from
N .E . Camped in a Co ve o f the b ank o n . the ime

dia tely o ppo s it o u r Camp o n the L .S. I o bserve an an tient
fo rt ifi ca t io n the Wa l ls o f wh ich a ppea r to be 8 o r 1 0 feet h igh ,
(most of it w a shed in) the ev en ing wet and disagreeab le, the

rive r Something w ider mo re t imber o n the banks .

The pu n ishmen t o f th is day allarmfi the I ndia n Ch ief verry
much , he cried a lo ud (o r effected to try ) I expla ined the

Cause o f the pu n ishment a nd the necess i ty (of it) wh i ch he

(a lso ) tho ught examples were a lso necessa ry
,
8: he h imse l f had

made them b y D ea th , his na tio n never whip ed even the i r
Ch i ld ren

,
from the i r bu rth .

1 In No rth Da ko ta , c lo se to a t a creek now ca l led Thunder-haw k . Piaheto

is no w B la ckfo o t Creek . GOUES (L. a nd C. ,
i
,
p .
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Co urses 8: D istance 8: reffurences .

70 W. 1 M1? to a p
?
o n the L .S. the Same co urse co ntinud 2

Ml to a bend L .S.

63
9

E . 2 M"
to the pf o n the S.S. pa ssd a Creek o n the

L .S. ( I )
M!to a large Tree o n the L .S.

to some trees o n the S. S.

to a pfo n the L .S. Passing
M iles to a po int o n the S.S. passed an ant ient fo rt i
fi catio n o n the L .S.

of October Monday 1 8 04

ra ined all l ast n igh t; we Set o u t ea r ly and pro ceeded o n a t

3 mi les passed an Ind? Camp (of hunters Rica ra s) o n the S.S.

we ha l ted ab o ve and abo u t 30 o f the Indians came o ver in
th ei r cano o s o f Skins, we ea te with them,

they give u s mea t,
in retu rn we gave fish h o o ks 8: some beeds, abo ut a mi le
h igher we came to o o n the L .S. a t the camp o f the Reco res

(rica ra s) o f abou t 8 Lo dges, we a lso ea te and they gave
Some meat, we p ro ceeded o n Saw numbers o f I ndians o n

b o th Sides pass ing a Creek
, Saw many cu rious hi l ls, h igh and

mu ch the resemb lance o f a ho u se w ith a hip ed (like ours) ro o f,
a t 1 2 o Clo ck it c lea red away a nd the even ing was p leasent,
w ind from the N .E . a t Sunset we a rr ived a t a Camp o f

Recares o f 1 0 Lo dges o n the S.S. we came to o and camped
nea r them Capf Lew is and my se l f went wi th the Ch ief who
accomp anis us , to the H uts o f Severa l o f the men a ll o f

whome Smo ked 8: gave u s someth ing to ca te a lso Some meat

to take away
,

tho se peo ple were kind and appea red to be

mu ch p lsf
l
a t the a ttentio ned pa id them.

Tho se peo p le are much p leased wi th my b lack Servent.
The i r womin verry fo nd o f carressing o ur men 8:c.
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go t nea rer I disco vered b o ys in the water Ki l l ing the go a ts
w i th Sti cks and ha l l ing them to Sho re

,
Th o se o n the banks

Sho t them w i th a rrows and a s they app ro achf
l
the Sho re wo u ld

turn them b a ck o f th is Gangue o f Go ats I co unted 58 o f

wh i ch they had ki l led o n the Sho re, o ne o f o ur hunters o u t

w ith Cap Lewis ki l led three Go a ts, we passed the Camp o n

the S.S. and pro ceeded mi le and camped o n the L . S.

many I ndians came to the bo a t to See, Some came a cro ss
la te a t n i gh t, a s they appro a ch they ho l l owed and Sung,
a fter Stay ing a sh o rt t ime 2 went fo r Some meat, and retu rned
in a Sho rt t ime w ith fresh 8: Dried Buffalow, a lso go a t, tho se
I ndians Stayed all n igh t, they Sung a nd was verry merry the
greater pa rt o f the n ight .

Co urse D istance 8: refl
'

urences 1 6th Oct

No rth 4 M iles to a p‘. o n the S.S. Passed a W i llow Island
L. S. ( 1 ) a Creek (2) abo ve the Is‘.1 8: o ne at 2

m i les further (3)
N . 1 0

?

E . 6 . M iles to the u p per po int o f Some Timber o n the L. S.

o p s
‘l
the mo uth o f a Creek o n the S. S. (4 ) pa ssed

a Isl‘.i o n the S.S. ( 5) the Lower pf
i

o f which
comes in a Creek (5)

No rth M ile o n the L. S ide
N . 30

9 W . 1 M!o n the L. po int H igh L‘!

N. 38
9 W . 3 M i les to a p o int o n the S.S.

14%

Co urse D ista nce 8: refl:urence . Oct .

N .

’

1 0
9
E. 1 54 M iles to a p? o n the L .S.

No rth m!o n the L .S.

N . 1 0
9 W . 54 M!o n the L .S.

N . 33
9 W . to the Commencement o f Some wo ods o n the S.S.

6

w e
no te from the Rica res to the Rive r Ja cque nea r N .E .

is abou t 40 to the Chien a fo rk o f R Ro gue l 20 (further )
pass ing the So u ix River nea r the Chien th is from info rmat io n
o fM I Grave l ine who passed th rough th is Co untrey .

1 Meaning Ro uge that is, Red River (o f the No rth). ED.
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of October Wednesday 1 8 04 .

Set o u t ea rl y a fi ne mo rn ing the w ind from the N .W.

after brackfast I wa l ked o n Sh o re wi th the I ndia n Chief 8:
Interp eters, Saw Bu ffa low, Elk a nd Grea t numbers o f Go a ts
in la rge gangues ( I am to l d by M I G . tha t tho se a n ima ls
winter in the B lack M o unta ins to feed on timber 69°c. ) and th is
is abo u t the Sea so n they cro ss from the E ast o f the M isso uries

to go to tha t M o u nta in , they re tu rn in the Spring a nd pass
the M isso uries in grea t numbers (to the p la ins ). This Ch ief
te l ls me o f a number o f the i r Treditio ns abo u t Tu rt les ; Snakes,
8:c. and the power o f a p erticeler ro ck o r Co ve o n the next
river whi ch info rms o f every th ing no ne o f th o se I think
wo rth wh i le mentio n ing . The wind So ha rd a head the [bo a t]
co u l d co u ld no t mo ve after 1 0 oClo ck. Capf Lo u is to o k the

a l ti tude o f the Sun Latf1 57 I k i l led 3 Deer, and
the hunters wi th me ki l led 3 a lso , the I ndia n Sho t o ne bu t

co u ld no t get it, I scaffeled 1
u p the Deer 8: retu rned 8: met

the bo a t a fte r n igh t o n the L .S. abo u t 6 mi les abo ve the p lace
we camped last

.

n ight . o ne o f the men saw a number o f

Snakes, Cap
t Lewis Saw a la rge Beaver h o use S.S. I cough t

a whipp rwill Sma l l 8: no t commo n .

2
the leaves are fa l l ing

fast. the river wide and fu l l o f Sand ba rs . Grea t numbers o f
verry la rge Sto ne o n the S ides o f the h i lls 8: some ro ck o f a

b rown ish Co lou r in the L? Bend be low th is.

Grea t numbers o f Go a ts are flo cking down to the S. Side o f

the river, o n thei r way to the B la ck mo unta ins whe re th ey
winter Tho se an ima ls retu rn in the Spring in the Same way
8: scatter in different di rect io ns.

of October Thursday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rl y p ro ceeded o n a t 6 passed the mo u th o f

( 1 ) la [Le] Bo u let (o r Canno n Ba l l River) abo u t 1 40 ya rds
w ide o n the L .S. th is river heads in the Court Noi o r B la ck

1 That is, scaffo lded, to b e
'

ab o ve the rea ch o f wo lves. ED.

3 Nuttall
’

s whippo o rw i l l (Pha la nop tilus Nutta lli) . ED.
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M o unta ins (a fine Day ) abo ve the mo u th o f the rive r Grea t
numbers o f S to ne perfec tl y ro und w i th fi ne Grit a re in the

B luff and o n the Sho re, the river takes its name from tho se
Sto nes wh ich resemb le Canno n Ba l ls . The water o f th is
river is co nfined w i th in 40 ya rds . We met 2 frenchmen in

a p erogue Decending from hunting, 8: comp la i ned o f the

M andans ro b ing them o f 4 Traps thei r fu rs 8: Severa l o ther
a rti cles . Tho se men were in the imp lo y o f o ur Ricaree inter
peter M f Grave l in the[y] tu rned 8: fo llowered u s .

Saw Grea t numbers o f Go ats o n the S.S. comeing to the

river o ur hun ters Ki l led 4 o f them Some run ba ck and

o thers cro ssed 8: pro ceded o n the i r j o u rney to the Court Nou

a t (3) passed a Sma l l River ca l led Che w ah o r fi sh river 1 o n
the S.S. th is river is abo u t 28 ya rds w ide a nd heads to the

N.E . passed a sma l l creek o n the L.S. 1 mi le ab o ve the last,
and camped o n a Sa nd ba r o n the L.S. o ppo s it to u s we Saw

a Gangu e o f Bu ffa lo w bu l ls wh ich we did no t th ink wo rth
wh i le to ki l l . o ur hu n ters ki l led 4 Co a ts [Go ats] 6 D ee r

4 E lk 8: a pe l i ca n 8: info rms tha t they Saw in o ne gang : 24 8
E lk, (I wa l ked o n Sho re in the even ing wi th a view to see

Some o f tho se rema rkab le p la ces ment io ned by evins [Evans
no ne o f wh ich I

_

co u ld find). The Co un trey in th is

Qua rter is Genera l l y leave l 8: fine Some h igh Sho rt h i l ls, and
some ragid ranges o fH i l ls a t a Distance

Co urse D istance 8: R’

efferences Oct

N. W . 3 M i les to the mo uth o f a R i ver ( I ) ca nnon ba ll L. S .

N . 20
? W . 2 M i les to a po int o f wo od land o n the S. S. p ass ng a

Bluff in wh ich theres ro und sto ne ( 2)
No rth 2) mi les to a po int o f wo o d la nd o n the L. S.

N. 1 5
9 W . M ile o n the L . S. o ps

‘
.

i
a Creek o n the S. S . (3)

N . 1O° . E . 2% mi les to a po int o n the S. S. p ass ing a sma l l Creek
o n L. S.

N. 20
9
E . 3 mi les to a po int o f wo ods o n the L. S. passing o ver a

I 3
Sa nd bar

1 Now Lo ng La ke Creek this day
’

s encampment wa s near Fo rt Rice . ED.
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Co urse D istance 8: reffurence l g
‘
.

b OCtI.

60
? W. 21 to a p

f
o n the S.S. Pa ssed a Creek o n the S.S.

40
° W . 2 to Some w o od in a bend o n the L .S.

1 0
? E . 1% mi le to the po int o n the L .S.

20
9 W . 2 m i les to a tree in the bend S.S.

83
9 W . 3 miles to the p o int o n the S.S.

44
9 W . 1 m i le to a Willow po int o n the L .S. p? a Lake S.S.

30? W . 2 mi les to a tree in the bend to the S.S.

N. 80
9 W. 3% miles to a po int o n the S.S. (2) Op po s i t a ro und no le

1 7% o n the L .S. a Deep bend to the L .S. 8: po nd.

Co urses D istance 8: Reffers . 20
‘
.

h Octo ber

30
9 W 2 M i les to Some t imber in a bend to the S.S. a t a Creek ( 1 )

1 0
? W. 1 mi le o n the S.S.

54
9 W. 3 mi les to a pf

“

o n the L .S. Is‘! pa ssing o ver a Sand ba r
S . S.

2 m i les to some h igh trees in a bend o n the S.S. passing
the low .

r p? Is‘! (2)
70

° W . 2 M iles to a p
f
o n the S.S. passing the u p per p ? o f the

I sland o n the L .S.

50
9 W 2 to the u pper part o f a Bluff in wh ich there (3) is

Sto ne Co le o n the L .S. passing the o ld Mandin
1 2 Village o n the L .S. (4 )

of October Sa tturday 1 8 04

Set o u t ea rl y th is mo rn ing and pro ceeded o n the w ind from
the S.E . a fter brackfast l wa l ked o u t o n the L. Side to See

tho se rema rkab le p laces po in ted o u t by Evins, I saw an o ld

rema ins o f a vi l lage (cov ering 6 or 8 a cres) o n the Side o f a ' hi l l
wh ich the Ch ief w i th To o né te ls me tha t na t io n l i ved in 2 [a
number] vi l lages I o n ea ch Side o f the r iver and the Tro ub le
som Seaux caused th em to mo ve abo u t 40 mi les h igher up
where they rema ined a fi ew yea rs 8: mo ved to the p lace they
now l ive, (2) pa ssed a sma l l Creek o n the S.S. (3) a nd o ne o n

the L. S . pa ssed (4 ) a I s land co vered wi th wi l lows l aying
in the middle o f the river n o cu rrent o n the L .S. Camped o n
the L .S. ab o ve a B luff co nta in ing co a l (5) o f an inferio r qu a llity ,
this bank is imedia tely abo ve the o ld Vi l l age o f the M anda ns.

The Co u n trey is fine, the high h i l ls a t a Distance wi th gradua l
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assents, I kil‘i 3 Deer The Timber co nfined to the b o ttoms

as u sea l wh i ch is much la rger than be low . Grea t numbers o f

Buffalow Elk 8: Deer, Go a ts . o u r hunters kil led 10 Deer 8:
a Go a t to day a nd wo unded a wh i te Bea r,

1 I saw severa l fresh
tra cks o f tho se an ima ls which is 3 t imes as l a rge as a mans

tra ck . The w ind h a rd a ll Day from the N .E . 8: Ea st, grea t
numbers o f buffa low Swimming the river I o b serve nea r a ll
la rge gangu es o f Buffalow wo l ves and when the buffalow mo ve
tho se an ima ls fo l low, and feed o n tho se tha t are ki l led by
a ccident o r tho se tha t are to o po re o r fa t to keep up wi th the
gangue.

2 1f,
‘ October Sunday 1 8 04

a verry Co l d n ight wind h a rd from the N .E . Some ra in
in the n igh t whi ch fro sed as it fe l l a t Day l igh t it began to

Snow and co nt inued a ll the fo re pa rt o f the Day passed ju st
abo ve o ur camp ( I ) a Sma l l r ive r o n the L. S . ca l led by
the I ndians Chiss-che-ta r [Chisshetaw B IDDLE] thi s r iver is
abo u t 38 ya rds wide co nta in ing a go o d Dee l o f water

2 Some
distance up th is River is Si tu a ted a Sto ne wh i ch the Indians
have grea t fa ith in 8: say they See pa inted o n the Sto ne, a ll
the Calemetes 8: go o d fo rtune to hap in the na tio n 8: pa rties
who y isit it. a tree [an oak] wh ich Stands [a lone] nea r th is
p la ce [a bout 2 miles of ] m the o pen pra rie wh ich ha s with sto o d
the fi re they p ay Grea t respect to make H o les and tie Strings
th ro [the skins of their] the i r necks a nd a ro und th is tree to

make them b rave [Cap t Cla rke saw this tree] (all th is is the
info rma t io n o f Too ne [is a whipp erwill] the Cheif o f the Rica res
who a ccompan ied u s to the M andins, a t 2 M iles (2) passed
the Vi l lage o f the M andins which was in exista nce a t the

same time with the 1
‘

.

t
th is Vi l lage 13 at the fo o t o f a hi l l o n

the S.S . in a bu tifull 8: extens ive p la in , (nea rly opp osite is a nother

1 Pierre Cruzat sho t a white bear left his gun , 8:e. CLARK (memo randum o n

p . 223 o f Codex C) .
1 Now known a s Hea rt Ri ver ; just abo ve a re the tow ns o f B ismarck and Man

dan, N. D . , jo ined by the N. P. Ra i lway bridge. Just be low the river a re the ru ins
of Fo rt A bra ham L inco ln, Custer’ s po st in 1 8 76 . T he encampment o f Lew is a nd
Clark o n Octo ber 20, 1 8 04 , wa s a l itt le abo ve the s ite o f the fo rt . O. D . W HEELER.
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v illage in a bottom the other side of M issouri) a t this t ime co vered
w ith Buffalow. a c loudy a fterno o n, I k i l led a fi ne Buffalow,

we camped o n the L . S . (below a n old M a nda n v illage ha v ing

p a ssed a nother up a Creek 3 miles below on S
“! S. verry co ld

Gro und co vered wi th Snow. o ne o rter [o tter] killd.

Co urse Distance 8: refferf— 2 1
'
.

t Oct .
S. 80

9

E . 2 miles to the p lace the Mandans had a v i l lage fo rmerly
a t the fo o t o f a riseing pa rt o f the p la in . ( I ) o n

the S . S. passed a r i ver
N . W. 1% mi les to a gro ve o n the S. S .

N. 40
9

,W . 3% M iles to a pf o n the S. S. river w ide a nd sand bars a

7
large w i llow Island

a s
":i October Monday 1 8 04

l ast n ight at 1 oClo ck I wa s vio lent l y and Sudden l y atta cked
with the Rhumetism in the neck wh i ch was So vio lent I co u ld
no t mo ve Cap? [Lewis] app l ied a ho t S to ne raped in flanne l ,
wh ich gave me some temp o rey ease . We Set o u t ea rly , the
mo rn ing Co l d a t 7 oClo ck we came to o a t a camp o f Teto n
Seaux o n the L . S . tho se peo ple 1 2 in number were nack

‘l1

and had the appea rance o f war
,
we have every reaso n to

be l ieve tha t they are go ing o r have b een to Stee l H o rses from
the M andins, th ey te l l two S to ries, we gave them no th ing
a fter ta ke ing brackfast p ro ceeded o n . my Neck is y et verry

p ainfull a t t imes Spasms . (Pa ssed old M a [n]dan v illage nea r

which we lay , another a t 4 miles, one a t 8 miles a t mouth of la rge
creek 4 milesfurther a ll on L a rboa rd side.) (The mounds, 9 in
number a long riv er w ithin 20 miles the fa llen down ea rth of the

houses, some teeth a nd bones of men 69
°
a nima ls mixed in these v il

lages, human skulls a re sca ttered in these v illages)
Camped o n the L. Side, passed an I s land Situa ted o n the

L . Side a t the h ead o f wh i ch we pass a bad pla ce 8: M andans
v i l lage S . S . (2 miles a bov e). The hunters ki l led a buffa low

1
1 4 Sio ux came -to u s o n the L . S. w ith the ir guns co cked, be l ieve them t o be

a wa r party they were na ked except the ir Leagins.
-CLA RK (memo randum o n

p . 2 23 o f Codex C) .

Of these savages No tw ithstanding the co ldness of the w ea ther, they had no t an

art ic le of c lo thing except the ir breech-Clo uts. GAss (p .
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October Wednesday 1 8 04

Set o ut ea rl y a c lo u dy day Some l itt le Snow in the mo rn ing
I am Someth ing better o f the Rhumitism in my neck . a bu t i
fu l l Co u ntrey o n b o th Sides o f the river. the bo ttoms co v ‘

l

w i th wo o d, we have Seen no game o n the r iver to day a

p ro fOf the I ndia ns hu nt ing in the neighbo u rh o o d ( I ) passed
a I s land o n the S . 8 . made b y the r iver Cu tt ing th ro ugh a

po int, by whi ch the river is Sho rtened Severa l mi les . o n this
I s l ‘i we Saw o ne o f the Gra nd Chiefs o f the M andins, w i th fiv e
Lo dges hu nt ing, th is Ch ief met the Chief o f the Rica res who
a ccompan ied u s w ith grea t Co rdia llity 8: serimo ny Smo ked the
p ipe 8: Capf Lewis wi th the In terp eter went w i th the Chiefs to
his Lo dges at 1 mi le distant, a fter his retu rn we admited the

Grand Chief 8: his b ro ther fo r a few minits o n o ur bo a t . p ro

ceeded on a Sho rt dis ta nce a nd camped o n the S . S . be low the

o ld vi l lage o f the M a ndins 8: rica res.

l So o n after o u r land’g
4 mandins came from a camp abo ve, the Ricares Chief went
wi th them to the i r Camp

,

Co urse D istance 8: Reffurences o f October.
N . 80

? W. 3 M i les to a p
?
o n the L. Side pa ssed an o ld V i l lage ( 1 )

W est 1 M ile o n the L. Side
S. 80

9 W . 1 M i le o n the L. S ide
S. 60 . W. 2 M i les to a pf o n the L. Side
S. 30

9 W . 2 M i les to a Tree o n the La rbo ard Side
S. 33

? W . 2 M iles to a po int o n the Sta rb o ard S ide o p po s it a high h i l l

qf October Thursday 1 8 04 .

a Co l d mo rn ing . Set o u t ea rl y under a gent le Breez e from
the S . E . by E . pro ceeded o n, pa ssed ( 1 ) the o ld Vi l lage
o f the M anda ns wh ich has been D esf‘ fo r ma ny yea rs, This
vi l lage was s i tua ted o n an eminance o f abo u t 40 fo o t abo ve the .

wa ter o n the L. S . ba ck fo r Severa l mi les is a bu tifu ll Pl a in

(2) at a Sho rt distance abo ve th is o ld Vil lage o n a Co nt inu a t io n
o f the same eminance was Si tu a ted the Ricares Vi l l age (two old
v illages of rica ra s one on top of high hill the 2

‘ below in the bottom.)
wh ich ha s b een av acua ted o n l y Six (fi ve) yea rs, (a bout 3 or 4

1 Near Washburn, N. D.
— ED.
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miles a bove Rica ra s villages a re 3 old v illages of M anda ns nea r

together here they liv ed when the R
’

s camefor p rotection — afler

w a rds moved where they now liv e.) abo ve th is Vi l l age a la rge and
extens ive bo ttom fo r Severa l mi les in wh ich the Squ ars ra ised
ther Co rn, bu t l i tt le t imb er nea r the Vil lages, o n the S . S .

be low is a po int o f exce l lent t imber, a nd in the po int Severa l
mi les a bo ve is fine t imber

,
Severa l pa rt ies o f M andins ro de

to the r ive r o n the S . S . to view us indeed they a re co nt inu
e l l y in Sight Sa t isfying the i r Curio ssities as to o u r ap p erance

8:c . We are to l d tha t the Seaux ha s latterly fa l len in w i th 8:
Sto le the ho rses o f the Big bellies,

l
o n the i r way home they

fe l l in w i th the Ossinibo in who ki l l ed them a nd to o k the

ho rses . a frenchma n has la tterl y been ki l led by the I nd ia ns
o n the Tra ck to the tradeing estab l ishment o n the Ossinebine
R . in the No rth o f this p la ce (o r B ri t ish fo rt) Thi s frenchman

has l ived many yea rs w i th the M a ndins . we were frequ entl y
ca l led o n to land 8: ta l k to pa rties o f the M a ndins o n the

Sho re ; w ind Sh i fted to the S W a t abo u t 1 1 OClo ck and

b lew ha rd u nt i l l 3 oClk . c lo uded u p r ive r full o f Sand ba rs
8: we are a t a grea t lo ss to find the ch anne l o f the river, fre
quent l y run o n the Sand ba rs wh ich Delais u s mu ch pa ssed
a verry bad riflie o f ro cks in the even ing by take i

-
ng the L. S .

o f a sand ba r z a nd camped o n a Sa nd po int o n the S . S .

o ppo si t a h igh h i l l o n the L. S . Severa l I ndians came to see

us this evening, amo ngst o thers the Sun o f the la te Grea t Chief
o f the M andins (mourning for hisfa ther) th is man ha s his two

l i ttle fingers o ff ; o n inqu ireing the cau se, wa s to l d it wa s

cu stoma ry fo r th is na tio n to Show the i r greaf b y some tes ti
mo ny o f pa in , and th a t it was no t u ncommo n fo r them to take
o ff 2 Sma l le r fingers o f the hand (a t the 2

‘

j oints) and some

t imes mo re wi th o ther ma rks o f Savage .effectio n

1 A commo n but somewha t erro neo us tra nsl at io n o f Gro s Ventres, the French
a ppe l la t io n o f a tribe who fo rm a divis io n o f the A rapaho peo ple . T he name

Gro s V entres is a lso appl ied, a s here , to the Sio ua n M inita ree (more c orrect ly
known as H idat sa) . See M o o ney

’

s Sketch o f the A ra paho , U. S. Bur . Ethnol. Rep . ,

1 8 92- 93, pp . 954 , 955. The A ss in ibo in a re a divis ion o f the Sio uan fami ly ; mo st
o f them dwe l l in Brit ish territo ry . ED.

2 All o b l iged to get o ut and hau l the bo a t o ver. — CLARK (memo randum o n

p . 223 o f Codex C) .
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The wind b lew verry ha rd th is even ing from the SW. ver ry
co l d R . F ie l ds wi th the Rhumitism in his neck , P . Crusa t

w ith the Same compl a int in his Legs — the pa rty o ther wise
is we l l , a s to my sel f I fee l but s l igh t Simp toms o f tha t dis
o rder a t th is t ime,

qf October Friday 1 8 04

Set o u t earl y w ind from the S . W . p ro ceeded o n saw

numbers o f the M andins o n Sho re,
“

we set the Ricare Ch ief
o n Sho re, and we p ro ceeded o n to the Camp o f two o f the i r
Grand Chiefs where we de layed a fi ew minits, w ith the Ch iefs
and pro ceeded o n take ing two o f the i r Ch iefs o n b o a rd 8: Some

o f the heavy a rti c les o f his h o use h o l d
,
Su ch as ea rthen po ts 8:

Co rn
,
pro ceeded o n , a t th is C amp Saw a (M r) M

c Cracken
E nglishmo n from the N .W . (Hudson Bay) Company

1
th is man

Came n ine D ays ago to trade fo r horses 8: Bufi
'

a low ro bes ,
o ne o ther man came w ith him. the I ndians co nt inu ed o n the

banks all day . bu t l itt le wo o d o n th is pa rt o f the rive r, many
Sand ba rs and bad pla ces, wa ter mu ch dev ided between them
We came to o and camped o n the L. S . ab o u t a m i le

below the M andin Town o n the L . so o n after o ur

a rriva l many men womin 8: ch i l dren flo cked down to See u s,

Cap ? Lewis wa l ked to the vi l lage w i th the principa l C hiefs and

o u r interp ters, my Rhumatic compla int increas ing I co u l d
no t go . i f I was we l l o n l y o ne wo u l d have left the Bo at 8:
pa rty u nt i l l we n iew the Dispo s itio n o f the Ind'. I Smo ked
w ith the Ch iefs who came a fter. Tho se peo ple ap

‘

.

i mu ch
pleased w i th the Co rn M i l l wh i ch we were o b l iged to use, 8:

was fixed in the bo a t.

1 Early expl o ra t io ns by French and Eng l ish naviga tors and traders led to the

estab l ishment (May 2 , 1 6 70) o f the Huds o n
’

s Bay Company , w ith headquarters in
Lo ndo n , who lo ng held a mo no po ly o f the fur trade in the grea t No rthw est . In

1 78 3- 84 some o f the leading Mo ntrea l mercha nts o rga n ized a riva l a sso c ia t io n , known
a s the North W est Company but a fter a l o ng and fierce competit io n fo r supremacy

in the fur trade, the Hudson
’

s Bay Company fina l ly absorbed its riva l (March 26,

Hugh M cCra cken was an Irish free trader, usua l ly emp loy ed by the No rth
W est Company , who had accompa nied David Thompso n and A lexander Henry in
the ir jo urney s through the Upper M isso uri reg ion. ED.

3 No t far from Stanton, N. D.
— ED.
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C H A P T E R V

AM ON G TH E M AN D AN S

Clark’s Journa l, October x7— December 27, 1 804

[C la rk 271? of October; Sa tturday 1 8 04 , Ma nda ns.

E Set o u t a r l y came to o a t the Vi l lage o n the L .S.

th is vi l l age is s itua ted o n a n eminance o f abo u t 50

feet ab o ve the Wa ter in a ha ndsom p la in it co n

ta ines [b lank Spa ce in MS.] ho uses
1 in a kind o f Picket

wo rk , the ho uses are ro und and verry l a rge co nta in ing sev

e ra l fami l ies, a s a l so the i r h o rses wh ich is tied o n o ne Side o f

the enterance, a D escrip t io n o f tho se h o u ses w i l l be given
hereafter, I wa l ked up 8: Smo ked a p ipe w i th the Chiefs o f

the Vi l l age they were a nxio us tha t I wo u ld stay and ea t

w ith them,
my indispo s it io n p ro v ented my ea t ing wh ich dis

p leased them,
unti l l a fu l l exp lena tio n to o k pl a ce, I retu rned

to the b o a t and Sent 2 Ca rro ts o f To b acco fo r them to smo ke,
and pro ceeded o n , passed the Vi l lage a nd camped o p s

"
. the

Vi l l age o f the Wetor soon
2

[or All w eb 114 7‘ w ay s] wh ich is
Situ a ted o n an eminance in a p la in o n the L .S. th is Vil lage
is Sma l l and Co nta ins bu t fiew inhabitents .

3
ab o ve th is Vi l

lage a lso ab o ve the Kn i fe ri ver o n the Same Side o f the

M isso u ri the Big be l l ies Towns a re Si tu a ted a fu rther De

1 T h is vi l lage co nta ins o r 50 l odges, bu i l t in the manner of tho se o f the

Ricka rees. GASS (p .
2 A divisio n of the H idatsa , ca l led by the French Gens de So u l ier. They w ere

k indred to the M inita ree but ma inta ined a separate triba l organ izat io n unti l abo ut 1 8 36 .

See W a sh ingt on Ma tthews
’

s Ethnog raplzy a nd Philology of the Hida tsa India ns

(Wa sh ingto n , McGee
’

s a cco unt of th is tribe in U. S. Bur . Etfinol. Rep ,

1 8 93-94 , PP I 97. I 98
— ‘
ED

3 These Indians have better complexio ns than mo st o ther Indians, and some o f

the chi ldren have fa ir ha ir. T hese peo ple do no t bury the ir dead, but pla ce the
body o n a scaffo ld, wra pped in a bufl

'

a lo e ro be, where it l ies expo sed. GASS (p .
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script io n wi l l be given herea fte r as a lso o f the Town o f

M andans on th is side o f the r iver i . e . S . Side .

a fine wa rm Day we me t w ith a frenchman by the name o f

f7
'
essomme 1 which we imp lo y as a n interpeter. This ma n has a

w ife 8: Chi ld ren in the vi l lage . Grea t numb ers o n bo th Sides
flo cked down to

'

the bank to view u s as we passed . Cap?

Lewis wi th the Interpet
r

wa l ked down to the v i l lage be low o ur

camp After de laying o ne ho u r he retu rned and info rmed me

the I nd ia ns had retu rned to the i r v i l lage 8:c. 8:c . ,
we Sent

three twists [ca rrots] o fTo ba cco 2 by th ree young men, to the

th ree vi l lages ab o ve env iting them to come D own 8: Co u nci l
w i th u s tomo rrow . ma ny I ndians came to V iew u s Some

stayed a ll n igh t in the Camp o f o ur pa rty . We p ro cu red
some info rma t io n o f M .

r

Jessomme o f the Chiefs o f the

D ifferent Na t io ns

Co urse D i stance 27
th

West 2 M i les to a bend o n the L. S. pa ss ing a Co le Bank
N. 1 0

9 W 2 m i les to a Wo od on the S . S. passd the 2 v i l lage o n S. S.

Sunday . ofOctober 1 8 04
'

a windey Day , fa i r a nd c lea r many o f the Grosv antres (o r
Big Bel l ies) a nd Wa terso nes Came to See u s and hea r the
Co unc i l the w ind being So vio len t l y ha rd from the SW .

p ro v ented o ur go
'

ing into Co unc il , (indeed the Ch iefs o f the

M a nda ns from the l owe r vi l lage Co u ld no t Cro ss, we made
u p the presents a nd enterta ined Severa l o f the Cu rio u s Ch iefs
whome

, w ished to see the Bo a t which was verry cu rio u s to

them viewing it a s grea t mediso n , (wiza tefv er is my sterious or

unintellig ible is ca lled grea t medicine) as they a lso Viewed my
b l ack Se rvent The B l ack Ca t Gra nd Ch ief o f the M andans ,
Cap

‘ Lew is 8: my se l f w ith an In terp eter wa l ked u p the river

1 René Jessa ume wa s o rig ina l ly a free tra der (o ne to whom certa in qua nt i ties
o f go ods wo u ld b e adva nced by a tra ding compa ny) , and had spent many y ea rs

o ng the Ma ndan . ED.

2 A n a rt ic le indispenceable in tho se ca ses. CLAR K (memora ndum o n p . 223 of

Codex C) .
VOL. L 14
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abo u t 1% mi les o ur views were to examine the Situa t io n 8:

Timber fo r a fo rt, we fo und the Si tua tio n go o d bu t the

Timber scerce, o r a t lea st Sma l l t imb er su ch as wo u l d (not)
answer u s, We cunsulted the Grand Chief in respect to the

o ther Ch iefs o f the Different Vi l l ages he gave the names o f

1 2. Geo rge Drewyer co ught 2 Beave r abo ve o ur Camp last
n ight, we had Sev era l p resen ts from the woman o f Co rn
b o il

’

d homney , So ft Co rn 8:c. 8:c. I p ro sent a j ar (ca rt/z
t/zern j a r gla z ed) to the Ch iefs w i fe who receved it with mu ch
p leasu re . o ur men ve rry Chearfull t h is even ing. We Sent
the Ch iefs o f the Gro ss V antres to Smo ke a a p ipe wi th the

Grand Chef o f the M andans in his Vi l lage
, 8: to l d them we

wou ld Speck tomo rrow.

z g
’f‘ October Monday 1 8 04 .

a fa i r fine mo rn ing after Brackfast we were vis ited by the
o ld Cheaf o f the Big oollies o r [b la nk Spa ce in M S.] this
man wa s o ld a nd had transfi red his power to his Sun, who was
t hen o u t a t Wa r aga inst the Snake Indians who inh ab i t the
Ro ckey l\40u ntains .

l
a t IOoClo ck the SW . w ind ro se verry

h igh
, we Co l lected the Ch iefs and Commenced a Co uncel

o under a o rning, and o u r Sa les Stretched a ro und to keep o u t

a s mu ch w ind a s po ss ib le, we de l i vered a lo ng Speec h the

Substance o f w hich [was] S imi ler to wha t we had De l ive red to
the na t io ns be l ow . the o ld Ch ief o f the Gro sv anters was

v er ry rest less befo re the Speech was ha l f ended o bserved tha t
he Co u l d no t wa i t lo ng tha t his Camp was expo sed to the

ho sti le Ind ians, 8cc . 8:c. he was rebuked by o ne o f the Chiefs
fo r his u nea s iness a t Su ch a t ime as the present

, we a t the

end o f the Spee ch menti o ned the Reca re who a ccompan ied u s

to make a firm Peace, they a ll Smo ked wi th him ( I gave
th is Cheaf a D o l la r o f the Ame rican Co in a s a M eadel w i th
whi ch he was mu ch p leased) In Co u ncel we p ro sen ted him

1 The Sho sho n i , commo nly ca l led Sna ke Indians ; the princ ipa l tribes o f the

Sho sho nea n fami ly . They o rig ina l ly o ccupied the reg io n now inc luded in so uthern
Mo ntana and Idaho and western W yom ing but were la ter forced a cro ss the Ro cky
Mo unta ins b y ho st i le pra irie tribes. ED .
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The fo l l owing Ch iefs were made in Co unci l to day

M a -too—ton-ba o r Lower Vil lage o f the Mandans

Ch ief Sba -ba—l'a o r Big Wbite 1

2 do Ka -g ob
-ba -mi. o r Little Ra ven

Roop
-ta r-bee o r Seco ndV i llageo f the Ma nda ns .

a nd Grand Ch ief
,
Po se-co p-sa-he . o r bla ck ca t

2
“
.

d Ch ief Car-gar-no—mo k—she ra ven man Cheaf

M a b-ba r-ba Vil lage

1
" Cheaf Ta-tuck-co-pin-te-ha wh i te Buffa low robe unfo lded

Me-no—ta r-re Me-te-ba r-tan

Cheif OmP-se-ou-ra . Black Mo ckerso n

2 do . Oh-lmrl) o r Littlefox

We Sen t the presents intended fo r the Grand Chief o f the
M —no-ta r-re o r Big Be l ley, and the presents flag and Womp om

by the Old Ch ief and tho se intended fo r the Chief o f the Lower
Vi l lage by a yo ung Ch ief.
The fo l lowing Ch iefs were recommended in addi tio n to

th o se v iz .

1
" Vil lage

Ob-bee-na r Big Ma n a Gbien ( a Cbay enne prisoner adop ted by them)
Sbo—ta -ba r—ro-ra 2 [o r Co a l BIDDLE]

Vil lage

Taw -nub-e-o Bel-la r-sa ra

d r-ra t-ta na -nzock-sbe — Wo lfman Chief

g
l
f
i V i llage

M in-nis—sur—ra -ree Ne ighing h o rse
Lo-Cong

—
ga r

—ti-ba r — o ld w oman a t a distance

1 Bra ckenridge, who saw this chief in 1 8 1 1 , thus describes him (Louisia na ,
p . 26 1 ) She-he-ke is a fa t man , no t much dist ingu ished as a warrio r, and extreme ly
ta l kat ive , a fau lt much despi sed amo ng st the Indians.

"

ED.

9 B iddle do es no t inc lude th is ch ief in his l ist . ED.

[ 2 12 ]



AT FORT MANDAN

V i l lage

M a r—nob-ta b . the b ig Stee ler o ut a t war (wbo w a s tben out a t w a r 55
’

w a s billed af
f
)

M a r-se—rus-se ta le o f Ca llumet b i rd
Ea pa no pa — Two ta led Ca lumet b ird yo ung Chief
Wa r be ra s so The red Shie ld yo ung Chief o f Big belley — b ig town

V i llage

Sba-ba l'o bo pin nee L ittle W o lfs Mediso n

d r-ra t-toé—no—moo/l-g e ma n w o lf Ch ief ( a t w a r)
Ca l-ta r-co ta — cherry (grow s (grow ing ) o n a bush) o ld Chief a nd

fa ther to the a bo ve ment
? ch ief

M a u-pa b
'-
pir

-re—cos-sa too Th is ch ief is nea r th is hunt ing and a

verry co ns iderab le man
1

T o the 1
'
,

t Chiefs w e ga ve a Meda l w ith the Imp ',l o f the President
o f the U . S .

'To ‘

the Ch iefs a Medel o f w eaveing 8: Domest ic a n ima ls .

To the Chiefs a Medel w ith the imp ress io n o f a man Sow ing
Whea t .

3o
"f October Tuesday 1 8 04

Two ch iefs came to h ave Some ta l k o ne the p rincap al o f the

l owe r Vil lage the o ther the o ne who th o ught himse l f the prin
cip al

’

man
,
8: requested to hea r Some o f the Speech tha t wa s

De l ive red yesterday they were gra t ified , a nd we pu t the meda l
o n the neck o f the Big wh ite to whome we had Sen t Clo thes
yesterday 8: a flag , tho se men did no t retu rn from hu n ting
in t ime to j o in the Co uncel]

, they were we l l p lea sed (21
1
o f

th o se is a Chien) I to o k 8 men in a Sma l l p ero gue and went

up the river a s fur a s the 1
" I s land '

ab o u t 7 mi les to see if a

Si tu at io n co u ld be go t o n it fo r
'

o u r Winter qu a rters, fo u nd
the wo o d o n the as a lso o n the p f above so Distant from
the wa te r tha t, I did no t th ink tha t we co u l d get a go o d
w intering gro und there, and a s a ll the whi te men h ere info rmed
us that wo o d wa s scerce , a s we l l as game abo ve, we Deturmined

to dro p down a fiew mi les nea r wo o d and game

1 B iddle do es no t inc lude th is ch ief in his l ist . ED.
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Co urse to the Is land

N. 1 2
? W . 3 M!to a Blufl

'

30 feet h igh abo ve the po int o fwo od. S.S.

N. 20
? W 2 to a tree under the ban k abo ut 20 feet h igh S. S.

butifu ll p la in
N . 30

? W . 1 3
91 M ls . to a p! o f the Same Blufl‘

30 feet h igh under which
there was c o a l S . S.

N . 45
? W . 1 to the Lower po int o f a n I sland Current o n the

7
L. S. this Is‘.I ab} 1 mile lo ng.

o n my return found maney Ind?
'

a t o ur Camp , gave the

pa rty a dram, they D an ced as is ver ry Com'
.

1 in the even ing
wh i c h p leased the Savages mu ch . Wind S . E .

of October Wednesday 1 8 04.

a fi ne mo rn ing, the Ch ief o f the M andans Sent a 2
? Chief

to invi te u s to his Lo dge to rece i ve Som co rn 8: here what he
had to say I wa lked down , and wi th grea t ceremo ney wa s

Seeted o n a ro abe by the Side o f the Chief, he threw a

handsom Ro abe o ver me and after smo keing the pipe w ith
Severa l o ld men a ro und , the Ch ief spo ke
Sa i d he bel ieved wha t we had to l d them,

a nd that peace
wo u l d be genera l , wh ich no t o n l y gave him Sa t isfa ctio n bu t
a ll his peo ple, they now co u ld hunt wi tho u t fea r, 8: ther
womin co u l d wo rk in the fie lds wi tho u t lo o king ev erry momen t

fo r the enemey , and p u t o ff thei r mo ckerso ns at n igh t, (sign of

p ea ce undress) a s to the Ri[c] a res _
we wi l l Show y o u tha t we

w i sh pea ce w i th all, and do no t make War o n any wi tho u t
cause, tha t Ch ief po inting to the 2

?
and Some b rave men

w i l l accomp
l the ricare Ch ief now w ith y o u to his vi l lage 8:

nat io n , to Smo ke w ith tha t peo ple, wh en y o u came u p the

I ndia ns in the neighb o u ring V i l lages, as we l l as th o se o ut

hunting when they hea rd o f y ou had great expecta t io ns o f
recev ing presents th o se hunt ing imediately o n hea ring re

tu rned to the Vil lage and a ll was Disap o inted, and Some Dis
sa tisfied , a s to h imse lf he was no t much So bu t his v i l lage
was . he wo u l d go and see his great fath er 8:c . 8:c.

he had pu t befo re me 2 o f the S tee l traps whi ch was ro bed
from the french a Sho rt t ime ago , [and] abo u t 1 2 bushels o f
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down to a p ro pe r p la ce to bu i l d Capt Lewis Came down a fter
n igh t, and info rmed me he intended to retu rn the next
mo rn ing by the p erticular requ est o f the Ch iefs .

We pa ssed the Vi l lages o n o ur Decent in View o f Great
numbers o f the inhabitents

a
”? Nowember Friday 1 8 04

Th is M o rn ing a t D ay l ight I went down the river w ith 4 men

to lo o k fo r a p ro per p la ce to win ter p ro ceeded down the

river three mi les 8: fo u nd a place
'

we l l Sup l.
d
w i th wo o d , 8:

retu rned, Cap? Lew is went to the Vi l lage to here wh a t they
had to Say 8: I fe l l down , and fo rmed a Camp

,
nea r whe re a

Sma l l Camp o f I ndians were hunt ing cu t down the Trees
a ro und o u r Camp , in the even ing Cap

? Lew is retu rned w ith
a present o f I I bu shel

'

s

'

o f C o rn, o ur ricaree Chief Set o u t

a ccompa n ied by .o ne Chief (of M andans) a nd Severa l B rave
men (of M inita rees and M a ndans), he ca l led fo r Some sma l l
a rti c le wh ich we had given (promised) bu t a s I co u l d no t

u nderstand him he co u l d no t get [it] (af
d
he did get it) the

w ind from the S . E . a fi ne day maney I ndians to view u s to

day

of Nowernber Sa tterday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing w ind h a rd from the West we commence
bu i l d ing o ur Cab ins,

l Send do wn in a p erogue 6 men to hun t
engaged o ne man (a Canadia n F renchma n who had been w ith

the Chay enne I nd.

‘

on the Cote noir 69
°
la st summer descended thence

theL ittle M issouri — he w a s of our p ermanent .)
2 Set the french

who intend to retu rn to bu i l d a p erogue, many I ndians pass
to hu nt, MTJessomme (yessea ume) w ith his Squar 8: ch i l
d ren come down to l ive , as Interp ter, we recev ed (hired) a
ho rs fo r o u r Se rv i ce, in the even ing the Ka goh ha me o r

l itt le rav in came 8: b ro ught u s o n his Squar (who ca rried it on

o f M ea l 8:c . they De layed all n ight we gave his Squar [on
her ba ck) abo u t 60 W

?
o f Dried Buffalow meat a ro abe, 8: Po t

1 A descript io n o f the manner in which the hu ts and fo rt were bu i lt is g iven by
Ga ss (pp . 8 5, ED.

1 This wa s Baptiste Le Page, enl i sted to ta ke the pla ce of John Newman , dis

charged.
— ED.
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ax a fiew Sma l l a rt ic les 8: himse l f a p iece o fTo ba cco , the

men were indu lged wi th a Dram , th is even ing two B eaver
Co ugh t th is mo rn ing, and o ne Trap Lo st

(The F renchmen 9 engaged thus fa r now returning
— but 2 or 3

v olunteered to rema in with us the w inter which they did, 69
’
in the

Sp ring left us .)
Nov ember Sunday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing we co ntinud to cu t D own trees and ra ise
o ur h o u ses, a MTChaubo nie (Cha bonea u), interpeter fo r the

Gro ss Ventre na tio n Came to See u s , and info rmed tha t the

came Down w i th Severa l I ndians from a hunt ing exp iditio n

u p the ri ver, to here [hea r] wha t we had to l d the I ndia ns in
Co unci l th is man wished to h i re as a n interp iter, the wind
ro se th is even ing from the Ea st 8: c lo uded up . Grea t numbers
o f I ndians pass hunt ing a nd Some o n the Retu rn

5 Nov ember Monday 1 8 04

I ro se ve rry ea r ly a nd commenced ra is ing the 2 range o f

H u ts
l

the t imber la rge a nd heavy a ll to ca rry o n o n H a nd
S t i cks, co tto n wo o d 8: E lm Som a sh Sma l l , o u r Si tua t io n
Sandy, grea t numbers o f I ndians pass to and from hunt ing
a

-camp o f M andans , A hew mi les be low u s Co ugh t wi thin two

days .1 00 Go a ts, by Driveing them in a Stro ng p en , derected
by a Bush fence wi den ing from the p en 8:c . 8:c. the Grea ter
pa rt o f th is day C lo udy, w ind mo dera te from the N . W . I
have the Rhumitism ve rry b ad, Cap Lewis writeing a ll Day
we are to l d by o u r interp eter tha t 4 Ossinibo ins I ndia ns , have
a rrived a t the Camps o f the Gro ss Venters, 8: 50 Lo dges are

Comeing .

1 Fo rt Ma nda n, the w intering-place o f the expeditio n, wa s lo cated the left bank
of the M isso uri , seven o r e ight mi les be low the mouth of Kn ife River it wa s nearly
o ppo s i te the s ite o f the la ter Fo rt Cla rk . The la tter po st, o ne o f the mo st impo r
ta nt o n the river, ” w a s o n the right bank ; Ch ittenden say s (Amer . Fur Tra de

,
p .

957) that its area wa s 1 32 x 1 47 feet . On its s ite a fo rt ified trading po st was bu i lt
in 1 8 22 ; the la ter structure , which w as named Fo rt Clark , wa s erected in 1 8 31 , a s

a po st o f the America n Fur Compa ny . See descri pt io n and histo ry o f this lo ca l ity , in
Prince Maximi l ia n‘

s Voy ag e (Paris, 11, pp .
Drew M5Gravelens instruct ions 8: discharged 2 french handS.

— CLAR K (memo
randum o n p . 222 o f Codex C) .
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67:Nov ember Tuesday 1 8 04 Fort Ma nda n

last n i gh t la te we wer awo ke by the Sergea nt o f the Gua rd
to See a No thern l igh t , wh i ch wa s l igh t, (but) no t red, and ap

p eared to D a rken a nd Some t imes nea rl y o bscu red
, and Open,

(div ided a bout 20 degrees a bove horiz on — v a rious shap es
— con

sidera ble sp a ce) many t imes appea red in l ight Streeks
,
and a t

o ther t imes a great Space l igh t 8: co nta in ing fl o a t ing co llomns

which appea red to appro a ch each o ther 8: retrea t leaveing the
l igh te r space a t no t ime o f the Same appea ra nce
Thi s M o rn ing I ro se a [t] Day l igh t the Clo uds to the

No rth appea red b lack a t 8 oClo ck the [wind] began to b low
h a rd from the N . W . and C o l d, and Co n t inued a ll Day ME

Jo Grave l in o u r ricare in terp eter Pau l p remor, L aguness, [Laj eu
nesse] 8: 2 french Bo ys, who Came wi th u s, Set o u t in a Sma l l

p ero gue , o n the i r retu rn to the reca re na t io n 8: the I l l ino is,
M T Grave l in has instru ct io ns to take o n the recares in the

Spring 8:c. Co nt inue to bu i ld the hu ts , o u t o f C o tto n Timber,
8:c . th is be ing the o n l y t imber we have,

7
“ Nov ember Wednesday 1 8 04

a termp erate day we co nt inued to bu i l ding o ur hu t, cl o udy
and fo ggey a ll day

Now . Thursday 1 8 04

a c lo udy mo rn ing Ju ssome o ur (M andan) inturp eter went

to the Vil l age, o n his retu rn he info rmed u s that three Eng
l ish men had a rrived from the H udso n Bay Compa ny , a nd

wo u l d be here tomo rrow,
we co n t" to bu i l d o ur hu ts, many

Indians
‘

come to See u s and b ring the i r ho rses to Grass nea r
us .

Nov . Friday 1 8 04

a verry ha rd fro st th is mo rn ing we co nt inue to bu i ld o u r

Cabens, u nder many Disadva n tages, Day c lo udy wind from
the NW: Severa l I ndia ns pass wi th flying news (rep orts), we

go t a wh i te wease l , (Ta i le excep ted wh i ch was b la ck a t the end)
o f an I ndian Cap? Lewis wa l ked to the h i l l ab ? o f a mi le .

we are Si tuated in a po int o f the M isso u ri No rth Side in a

Co tto n wo o d Timber, this Timbe r is ta l l and heavy co nta in ing
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[b lank in Severa l , Wind Ch angeab le ve rry co l d even
ing , freesing a ll day some ice o n the edges o f the river .
Swa ns pass ing to the So u th , the H unters we Sent down

the river to hu n t has no t retu rned
The in terp eter says tha t the M andan na t io n as they (o ld

men) Say came o u t o f a Sma l l l ake (subterra neous Village 69
°
a

lake) where th ey had Gardins, maney yea rs ago they l ived in
Severa l Vi l lages o n the M isso urie low down

,

1
the Sma l l p ox

destro yed the grea ter pa rt o f the na t io n and redu ced them to

o ne l a rge vi l lage and Some Sma l l o nes , all the na t io ns befo re
th is ma ladey wa s affr‘l (afra id ) o f th em,

a fter they were re

duced the Seaux and o ther I ndians waged war
,
a nd ki l led a

grea t maney , and they mo ved up the M isso u rie, tho se I ndians
St i l l co ntinu ed to wage war, a nd they mo ved St i l l h igher , unti l

go t in the Co untrey o f. the Pan ias, wh ith this N‘

f they l ived in
friendsh ip maney yea rs , inh ab i ting the Same neighbou rho o d
u nt i l l tha t peo ple waged war, they mo ved up nea r the Wa ter

soons 8: Wina ta ra s where they now l ive in pea ce with th o se
na t io ns, the M andans Speake a language p ecu lia l to them
se lves verry mu ch [b lank in M S.] they can rase abo u t 350

men the Winataries abo u t 80 (the Witta ssoons or M aha rha 8 0)
and the Big be l l ies (or M inita rees) ab o u t 600 o r 650 men . the

M anda ns and Seaux h ave the Same wo rd fo r wa ter . The Big
bellies o r Wineta ries 8: ravin (Wa tta ssoon a s a lso the Crow or

Ra v en) I ndia ns Speake nearl y the Same language and the p re

sumpt io n is they were o rigio na lly the Same natio n The Ravin
I ndians h ave 400 Lo dges 8: abo u t 1 200 men , 8: fo l low the

Bufl
'

alow, o r hu nt fo r thei r Subs istance in the pla ins 8: o n the

Cou rt No i 8: Ro ck M o unta ins, 8: a re a t war w ith the Siaux

[and] Snake I ndians
The Big be l l ies 8: Wa terso o ns are a t war w i th the Snake
I nd ians 8: Seau ex a nd were a t war with the Rica res u nt i l] we
made pea ce a fiew days pass“. The M andans are a t war with
all who make war [on them, a t p resent w ith the Seauex] o n l y,
a nd w ish to be a t peace wi th .all na tio ns, Se ldom the ogresso rs

1 See Maximi l ian’s deta i led acco unt o f the Mandan my ths o f the crea t ion, the ir
triba l orig in, and their migra tio ns, w ith the ir re l ig ious bel iefs, superstitions, and cus

toms, in his Voy ag e, i i , pp . 369—48 4 .
— ED.
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AT FORT MANDAN

1 3f{
‘ Nov . Tuesday 1 8 04

The Ice b egan to run in the river past 1 0 o c lo ck P.M .

we ro se ea rl y 8: o n lo aded the bo a t befo re b rackfast except, the
Cab in , 8: sto red away in a Sto re h o u se a t 10 oClo ck A .M .

the Bla ck Ca t the M andin Ch ief and L agree (Fr . name) Che
Chank a Chief 8: 7 men o f no te vis ited us a t Fo rt M andan, I
gave him a tw ist Of To bacco to Smo ke w ith his peo p le 8: a

Go ld Co rd , wi th a V iew to know him aga in
,
This na t io n co n

s ists (This chief w a s one of 3 bands of Ass
’"
who rove between the

M issouri 55 Ass
"

riv er . The 3 consist ) o f ab ou t 600 men , hunt
in the Pla ins 8: w inter and t rade o n the Ossinibo in Rive r,
(here describe a ll Ass

”

) they are the Decendants o f the Seaux
a nd Speake thei r l angu age, they come to the na tio ns in th is
qua rter to trade o r (make p reasents) fo r ho rses

1
the M etho d

o f th is Kind o f Trafi ck by addo p tio n Sha l l be expl a ined here
after etc . , Snow

’

d all day , the Ice ran thick and air Co l d .

of Nov ember Wednesday 1 8 04 . Fort Ma nda n

a c lo udy mo rn ing, ice run ing verry thi ck , r iver ro se
I nch last n igh t Some snow fa l l ing, o n l y two

.

I ndians v is it
us to day owing to a Dance a t the Vil lage l ast n ight in Co n

1 La Verendry e, who visited the Manda n in 1 738 , thus spea ks of the ir re lat io ns
w ith the ir northern ne ighbo rs The A ssilibo ille [A ss inibo in] , a ltho ugh numero us ,
a nd stro ng and ro bust (men, a re no t bra ve they a re in grea t fear o f the Sio ux, whom
they regard a s bra ver. The M antannes [Manda n] know the ir wea kness, and pro fit
by [it] o n o cca s io n. Pub l ic no t ice wa s g iven thro ugho ut the vi l lage, warn ing
every one to b e ready to march o n the seco nd da y a fter, the 3o th of the mo nth this
made some further de lay amo ng the M a ntannes, who knew w e l l how to pro fit thereby
in trading the ir gra in, to bacco , pe ltries , a nd pa inted fea thers, w hich they know the

A ssilibo ille h igh ly va lue . T he la tter had brought , and were now g iving in excha nge ,
mu skets , a xes, kett les, powder, bu l lets , kn i ves , a nd bodkins. T he Mantaunes a re

fa r more crafty in trade, and in a ll o ther re lat io ns, than a re the A ssilib o ille, who a re

co nstant ly duped by them. The A ssilib o ille had purchased every thing which
the ir means permi tted, such as pa inted buffa lo-ro bes sk ins o f deer and ante lo pe we l l
dressed, and o rnamented w ith fur ; bunches o f pa inted fea thers ; pe l tries ; w ro ught
ga rters, headdresses, and g irdles . These peop le [the Ma nda n] dress lea ther better
tha n do any o ther tribes, a nd do very fine w ork o n furs and fea thers, wh ich the A ssi l i
bo i l le a re no t capab le o f do ing . . They a re cunning traders, despo i l ing the A ssilibo ille

o f a ll that they may po ssess. — See his Jo urna l, “ in Ca na d. Archiv es Rep . , 1 8 8 9 ,

p . 1 4 .
— ED.
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c luding a serimo ney o f ado pt io n ,
1
and intercha nge o f p ro perty,

b etween the Ossinbo ins, Christino es (Knistena ux)
2

and the

na t io ns o f th is ne ighb ou rh o o d . we Sent o ne man by land o n
h o rseba ck to know the rea so n o f the D e lay o f o ur hu nters,
th is even ing 2 frenchmen who we re trap ing b e low Came up
w ith 20 beaver. we are compe l led to u se o ur Po rk wh ich we
do e Sp earingly fo r fea r o f some fa lu r in p recureing a Suffi ciency
from the wo o ds .

o u r In terp eter info rms th a t 70 Lo dges o ne o f 3 ba nds o f

Assinnibo ins 8: Some Crestino es, are a t the M andan Vil lage .

The Crestino es are ab ? 300 (240) men Speak the Chip away
Langu age, the [y] l i ve nea r Fo rt De p rari (on Assiniboin {9

°

Assa ska shawan [Saska tchewan — E D.] they a re ba nds of the

Chipp ew ay s)

1 5
“
if Nov ember Thursday 1 8 04

a c lo udy mo rn ing, the ice run much th icker than yeste rday .

a t 10 oClo ck G Drewy er
3 8: the fren chman we Dispatched

yesterday came up from the H u nters, who is incamp ed abo ut

30 mi les b el ow . a fter abo ut o ne h o u r we Dispa tched a ma n

with o rders to the hunters to pro ceed o n w i tho u t De lay thro
the flo a t ing ice, we sen t by the man Tin, to pu t o n the pa rts
o f the Perogue expo sed to the ice 8: a to e ro ap e. The w ind
Changeab le a ll ha nds wo rk a t the i r hu ts u ntil l I oClo ck a t

n ight . Swans pa ssing to the So u th — bu t fi ew fow ls (wa ter) to
be Seen no t o ne Indian came to o ur fo rt to day

1 The ceremo ny o f ado pt i o n into a tribe o r fami ly is o ne which has a lways pre
va i led amo ng the No rth American a borig ines, a nd is extended to any perso ns (red o r

white) to whom they w ish to show spec ia l friendshi p o r ho no r. See Henry
’

s descrip

t io n o f the ceremo ny ( j ourna l, i, p p . 38 8
—
39o ) .

— ED.

2 T he savages now kno wn a s Cree, the appe l la tio n o f vario us nomadic tribes who
rang e the reg io n no rth o f La ke Superior and west towa rd the A ss in ibo in River ; they
a re o f A lgo nqu ian sto ck . ED.

3 George Dro u i l lard (Drewy er) wa s son of Pierre Dro u i l lard, a n interpreter fo r the
Brit ish a t Detro it in the la tter part o f the e ighteenth century . T he fa ther is sa id to
have rescued Simo n Kento n from dea th a t the sta ke (abo ut George wa s s la in
(May , 1 8 1 0) in a fight w ith the B lackfeet . ED.
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a Co l d day the ice co nt inue to run o ur Perogue o f H unte rs
a rri ve wi th 32 Deer, 1 2 Elk 8: a Buffalow , all o f this mea t

we had hung up in a Smo ke h o u se, a timeley supply . Severa l
I ndians he re a ll day . the w ind b lew hard from the N.W. by
W . o u r men mo ve in to the i r hu ts, Severa l l i ttle I ndian

[anecdo tes] to l d me to day

Nov ember Tuesday 1 8 04

Cap Lewis 8: my Se l f mo ve into o u r hu t,
1

a ve rry ha rd
w ind from the W . all the a fter pa rt o f the day a tempera te
day Severa l I ndians came D own to Eat fresh meat, three
Chiefs from the M andan Vi l lage Sta y a ll Day , they are

verry Cu r io us in examin ing o ur wo rks . Tho se Chiefs info rms
us th a t the So uex sett led o n the M isso urie abo ve Do g (Chay
enne) River , threten to a tta cked them th is winter

,
and have

trea ted 2 Ricares who ca rr ied the p ipe o f peace to them verry
ro ughl y , whip ed 8: to o k the i r ho rses from them 8:c. 8:c . 8: is

mu c h d ispleased w i th the Ricares fo r makeing a pea ce w ith the
M andans 8:c. 8:c . th ro ugh us, we gave them a Sa ttisfacto ry
answer. 8:c . 8cc.

a 1 f,
f Nov . Wednesday

a fi ne Day despa tched a p erogu e and co l lected Sto ne fo r

o u r Ch imneys, Some w ind from the SW . a rrange o u r

different a rt i c les . M aney I ndians v is it us to day , G D hu rd
his h and verry bad a ll the pa rty in h igh Sp i r i ts . The r iver
Clea r o f i ce, 8: riseing a l i tt le .

2

1 B iddle here describes ( i , pp. 1 2 8 , 1 29) the fo rt, much as Gass does . ED.

9 A t this po int B iddle describes (i , pp . 1 29
— 1 32) the lo ca t io n, histo ry , a nd mu tual

rela t io ns o f the tribes abo u t Fort Mandan . There a re five vi l lages , “ the res idence
o f three dist inct na t ions : the Mandans, the A hnahaway s, a nd the M innetarees .

The Mandan may number a bo ut 350 warriors . The Ahnahaway (
“ peop le who se

vi l lage is o n a h i l l l ive a t the mo u th o f Kn ife River , in a vi l lag e ca l led M ahaha

“ they a re ca l led by the French, So u l ier No ir o r Sho e Indians, b y the Mandans

W atta so o ns a nd the ir who le force is a bo ut fifty men.

"

Ha lf a mi le above Mahaha

o n the Kn ife River is a vi l lage o f the M inita ree surnamed Metaha rta o f the

w i l l o ws numbering 1 50 warri ors a nd farther u p tha t stream is ano ther
,
o f the

M inita ree pro per, who have 45o men . These M inneta rees a re part o f the great
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22
“

of Nov ember Thursday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing Dispa tched a p ero gue and 5 men u nder the
Derectio n o f Sergeant Pryo r to the 2

"

.

d Vil l age fo r 1 00 bu she ls
o f Com in ea rs '

wh ich M 5Jessomme, let us have [did not get

more tha n 30 bushels] . I was a llarmed abou t 10 oClo ck by
the Sentinal

,
who info rmed that a n Indian wa s abo ut to ki l l

his w i fe in the interp eters fi re ab o u t 60 ya rds be low the wo rks ,
I wen t down and Spo ke to the fe l l ow abo u t the rash act wh ich
he wa s l i ke to commi t and fo rb id any a ct o f the kind nea r the
fo rt. Some misunde rstanding to o k place between th is’ man 8:

his fife [wi fe] abo u t 8 days ago , a nd she came to th is p l ace,
8: co n t inued wi th the Squ a rs o f the interp eters, (he might law

fully ha v e killed her for running aw ay ) 2 days ago She t e

tu rned to the v ill
’

ge . in the even ing o f the Same day She
came to the in terp eters fire ap pearen tly mu ch hea t, 8: Stabed
in

' 3 places . We Derected tha t no man o f th is pa rty have
a ny interco u rse wi th th is woma n u nde r the pena l ty o f Pu n ish
ment . he the H usb a nd o bserved that o ne o f o ur Serj ea n ts
Slep t w i th his wi fe 8: i f he wa nted her he wo u ld give her to

him
,
We derected the Se rj ean t (Odway) to give the man

Some a rt i c les, a t wh i ch t ime I to l d the I ndian tha t I be l ieved
no t o ne man o f the pa rty had to u ched his w i fe excep t the o ne

he had given the u se o f her fo r a n ite, in his own bed, no

man Of the pa rty Sho u ld tou ch his squ ar, o r the w i fe o f a ny
I ndian

,
no r did I be l ieve they to u ch a woman i f they knew

her to be the w i fe o f ano the r ma n
,
a nd adv ised him to take his

squ ar home and l i ve hap ily to gether in fu tu re , a t thi s t ime
the Grand Chief o f the na t io n a rrived , 8: lec tu red him,

and

they bo th went o ff appa ren t l y dis (dissa tisfied)

na t io n ca l led Fa l l Indians
,
who o ccupy the intermedia te co untry between the M is

so uri and the Sa ska skawan . The name o f Gro sventres, o r Bigb ellies, is g iven to

these M inneta rees, a s w e l l a s to a ll the Fa l l Indians .

" Mo o ney say s ( U. S . Bur .

Ethnol. Rep . ,
1 8 92

-
93, p . 955) that Gro sventres s ign ifies “ be l ly -peo ple ( i . e . ,

gra sping and se lfish, spo ngers tha t the A ra paho divisio n o f tha t name a re the

Gro s Ventres o f the Pra irie whi le the H ida tsa o r M inita ree w ith whom Lew is
and Clark w intered, a re somet imes ca l led “ Gro s V entres o f the M isso uri . " See

M cGee
’

s interpreta t io n o f the term Gro sventres (ut sup ra , 1 8 93
-
94 , p.

Va luab le info rma t ion regarding a ll these tribes is g iven by W a shington Ma tthews, in

his Ethnog raphy a nd Philology of the Hida tsa India ns. ED.
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The Gra nd Chief co nt inued (w ith us) a ll day , a wa rm Day
fa i r afterno o n many I ndian aneckdo tes o ur Chief 8: his fami l y
s ta y all n ight.

231?

a fa i r wa rm Day , w ind from the S.E . Send a fter Sto ne
severa l men wi th bad co lds, o ne man Shie lds wi th the Rha mi
tism the river o n a Stand hav eing ro se 4 inches in all.

24
“

of Nov ember Sa tturday 1 8 04

a wa rm Day Severa l men w i th b ad co lds we co ntinued to
co ver o u r H u ts w i th hewed Punchins,

1 finish ? a Co rd to

draw o u r b o a t o u t o n the b ank , th is is made o f 9 strans o f Elk

Skin, the wind from the S.E .

25? of Nov . Sunday 1 8 04

a fine day wa rm 8: pleasent Capt Lew is 2 Interp eters 8:

6 men Set o ut to see the I ndians in the different Towns 8:
camps in th is ne ighbo u rho o d, we Co nt inu to co ver 8: do b
o u r hu ts, two Ch iefs came to See me to day o ne named
Wau -ke—res-sa—ra , a Big be l ley , and the fi rst o f that Nat io n
who has Vis ited u s Since we have been here, I gave him a

handkerchef Pa int 8: a lace band , a nd the o ther Some fi ew

a rt i c les, and pa i d a p erticu la r a tten t io n which p leased them
verry mu ch , the intu rp eters be ing all w i th CapE Lewis I
co u l d no t ta l k to them. We C omp leated o ur hu ts . Severa l
men w i th b ad Co lds , river fa l ls 1% inch

[M emo ra ndum o n p . 221 o f this Codex z] Capt. Lew is wi th
Chabo no 8: Jessomme set o u t to vis it the Indian hunting
camps, Spent the even ing w ith the b lack mo ckerso n, the

p rincipa l Ch ief o f the l itt le vi l lage o f B ig b i l l ies.

26ff
‘
of Nov . 1 8 04 Monday Fort Ma nda n

a l itt le befo re day l i ght the wind sh ifted to the N.W. and

b lew ha rd and the a ir keen 8: co l d a ll day , Cloudy and mu ch
the appea rance o f Snow ; bu t l i ttle wo rk do ne to day it be ing
co l d 8:c.

1 The puncheo ns used in pioneer arch itecture were s imply logs hewn on o ne

side, so as to fo rm a to lerab ly level surfa ce fo r flo or o r ceiling . ED.
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The two Chiefs mu ch p leased with
'

ther trea tment 8: the

Cherefullness o f the pa rty , who D a nced to amuse them 8:c . 8cc.

The ri ver fa l l 2 I n ches ve rry Co l d a nd b egan to Snow a t

8 o Clo ck PM and co nt inu ed a ll n ight . Some m iss u nder
standing w ith Ju ssomme

l 8: his woman a t Da y the Sn ow
sea sed

2 8ff
' Nov . Wednesday 1 8 04

a co ld mo rn ing w ind from the N .W . r iver fu l l o f flo a t ing
ice, b egan to Snow a t 7 oClo ck a m and co ntinu ed a ll day .

a t 8 oClo ck the P oss-coss—so-he o r Black Ca t Grand Chief o f
the M anda ns C ame to See u s

, after Show ing tho se Chiefs
many th ing[s] wh ich was Cu rio ssities to th em, a nd Giveing a

fi ew presents o f Cu rio us H a ndkerch iefs a rm b an [d]s 8: pa int
w i th a twist o f To ba cco they depa rted a t 1 oClo ck mu ch
p leased , a t p a rting we had Some l i tt le ta l k o n the Subj ect o f
the Brit ish Trade r M . Le ro ck Giveing meadels 8: F lags, and
to ld tho se Chiefs to impress it o n the minds o f the i r na t io ns
t ha t tho se simb iles were no t to be recev ed by any from them

,

w itho u t they w ished [to ] incu r the disp leasu re o f thei r Great
Ameri can Fa the r . a verry disagreeab le day no wo rk do ne to

day river fa l l 1 Inch to da y

29
’
fiNov ember Thursday 1 8 04

A verry co l d windey day w ind from the N .W. by W .

Some snow last n ight the detph o f the Snow is va rio us in the

wo o d ab o u t 13 inches, The river Clo sed a t the Vil lage abo ve

a nd fel l last n ight two feet, M i L a Rock and o ne o f his men

Came to vis it us, we info rmed him what we had herd o f his

inten tio ns o f makeing Chiefs 8:c . a nd fo rb i d him to give
M eadels o r flags to the I ndians, he Den ied hav eing any
Such inten tio n , we agreed th a t o ne o f o u r interp eters Sho u l d

1 A lexander Henry thus chara cterizes Jusseaume (j ourna l, Go ues cd. , N. Y. ,

1 8 97 , i , p . 40 1 ) “ tha t o ld snea king chea t, who se chara cter is more despicab le than
the w o rst amo ng the nat ives. — ED
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Speak fo r him o n Co ndit io ns he did no t say any th ing mo re
than what tended to trade a l o ne . he gave fa i r p romises 8:c .

1

Sergean t Pryo r in take ing down the mast pu t his Sho lder

o u t o f Pla ce , we made fo u r tria ls befo re we rep la ced it a co l d
afterno o n w ind a s u seal N W . r iver begin to rise a l itt le .

307:of Nov ember Friday 1 8 04

This mo rn ing a t 8 oClo ck an I ndian ca l led from the o th er
Side and info rmed tha t he had Someth ing o f Co nsequence to
Commu n i ca te, we Sent a p erogue fo r him 8: he info rmed u s

a s fo l lows . Viz five men o f the M andan na t io n o u t hu nt
ing in a S.W . derectio n abo u t E igh t Leagues, was Suprised by
a la rge pa rty o f Sceaux 8: Pa n i cs, o ne man was Kil led and two

wo u nded w ith a rrows 8: 9 H o rses taken , 4 o f the We ter

so o n nat io n was miss ing, a nd they expected to be a tta cked by
the So nex 8:c . 8:c . we tho ught it well

'

to Show a Dispo s it io n
to ade and a ss ist them aga in st the i r enemies , p erticu la rly tho se
who Came in o p

'
p ersitio n to o ur Co u ncels ; and I Detu rmined

to go to the town w i th Some men , a nd i f the Seeo ux were
comeing to a tta ct the N a t io n to Co l lect the wo rriers from ea ch
Vi l lage and meet them

,
tho se I dea s were a lso th o se o f Capt

Lewis, I c ro ssed the rive r in abo u t an h ou r after the a rriva l
o f the I ndia n express with 23 men inc luding the in terp e ters

and fla nkd the Town 8: came up o n the b ack pa rt . The

I ndia ns no t expecting to rece iv e Su ch Stro ng a i de in So Sho rt
a t ime was mu ch sup p rised, and a littled a lla rmed a t the

fo rmadable ap p ea rence o f my pa rty . The p rincipa l Chiefs
met me Some Distance from the town (say 200 ya rds ) a nd
invi ted me in to town . I o rd[ered]n my p" in to dif.

t lo dges

1 La ro cque g ives the same acco unt (M asso n
‘

s Bourg . Nord-Ouest, i , p . and

adds A s I had ne ither flags no r meda ls , I ra n no risk o f diso bey ing tho se o rders,
of wh ich I as sured them. T he interpreter lent to the Brit ish wa s Charbo nea u .

M cK enzie thus describes (ut sup ra , p . 336) the metho d o f Lew is and C lark’s com

munica tio ns w ith the Indians A mu la tto , who spo ke b ad French and w orse Eng
l ish, served a s interpreter to the Capta ins, so tha t a s ing le w o rd to be understo od by
the party requ ired to pa ss from the Na t ives to the w oman [Sa cajaw ea , India n w ife o f

Cha rbo neau , who co u ld no t spea k Eng l i sh] , from the w oman to the husband, from
the husband to the mu latto , from the mu la tto to the capta ins.

”

ED.
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8:c. I expla ined to the na t io n the cause o f my comeing in

th is fo rmadable manner to the i r To wn , was to a ss ist and Cha s
t ise the enemies o f o u r Dutifull Ch i ldren , I requested the

Grand Cheif to repea t the Circumstancies as they hap ined,
wh ich he did as was men t io ned by the exp ress in the mo rn ing.

I then info rmed them th a t i f they wo u l d a ssemb le the i r war
rers and tho se o f the Different Town s , I wo u l d [go ] to meet

the Army o f Souex 8cc . ch a st ise them fo r takeing the b l o o d o f

Our du tifull Chi ld ren 8:c . after a co nversa tio n o f a fi ew minits

amo ngst themse lves , o ne Chief. the Big M a n (Cien ) (a Chay
enne). Sa i d th ey now Saw tha t what we hade to l d them was the

tro o th
, when we expected the enemies

'

o f the i r Na t io n was

Comeing to a ttact them, o r had Sp i l t the i r b l o o d [we] were
ready to p ro tect them,

and ki l l tho se who wo u l d no t l isten to

o ur Go o d ta l k . his peo ple had l istened to wha t we had to ld
them and cearlessly went o u t to hunt in Sma l l pa rties believ
ing themse l ves to be Safe from the o th er na tio ns

,
a nd have

b een ki l led by the Po nies 8: Seauex,
“ I knew Sa id he th a t

the Panies were l iers, a nd to l d the o ld Chief who Came w i th

y o u (to Co nfi rm a p iece w i th u s) tha t his peo ple we re liers a nd

bad men and th a t we ki l led them l i ke the Buflalo w
,
when we

pleased, we had made pea ce severa l t imes a nd y o u N a tio n
h ave a lways commenced the wa r, we do no t want to k i l l y o u ,

and w i l l no t Sufl
'

er y o u to ki l l us o r Stea l o ur h o rses, we

w i l l make pea ce with y o u a s o u r two fa thers h ave derected,
a nd they Sha l l See tha t we w i l l no t be the Ogresso rs, bu t we
fea r the Ricares w i l l no t be a t pea ce lo ng. M y fa ther tho se
are the wo rds I spo ke to the Rica re in yo u r p resents . y o u

See
‘

they have no t Opened the i r ea rs to you r go o d Co uncels
bu t h ave Spu ilt o ur b l o o d .

”

two Ricaries whom we sent

h ome th is day fo r fea r o f o u r peo p les ki l l ing th em in thei r

greaf, info rmed u s when they came here Sev era l days ago , tha t
two To wns o f the Rica res were makeing the i r M o ckerso ns ,

and tha t we had best take ca re o f o u r ho rses 8:c . a numbers
“
o f Seauex were in the i r Towns, and they be l ieved n o t we l l
d ispo sed towa rds u s . fo u r o f the Wetersoons are now absent

they were to h ave been b a ck in 1 6 days, they h ave been
o u t 24 we fea r they h ave fa l len . My fa ther the Snow is deep
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Situ a t io n 8:c. I info rmed them I sho u ld retu rn to the fo rt,
the Chief sa i d they all thanked me verry mu ch fo r the fa therly
pro tect io n wh i ch I shewed towa rds them, tha t the vi l lage had
been cry ing all the n ight and day fo r the dea th o f the b rave

y o ung man
,
who fe l l bu t now they wo u l d wipe away thei r

tea rs, a nd rej o i ce in the i r fa thers pro tect io n, and cry no mo re .

I then Pa ra ded 8: Cro ssed the r i ver o n the ice and Came
down o n the N . Side, the Snow So D eep

,
it was verry

fa tigueing ariv ed a t the fo rt a fter n ight
,
gave a l itt le Tafl

'

ee
l

(dram to my p a rty ), a co l d n igh t the ri ve r ri se to its fo rmer
b ite . The Chief frequentl y th anked me fo r comeing to pro

teet them — and the who le vi l lage appea red thankfu l] fo r tha t
measu re

xf’of December Sa tturday 1 8 04

Wind from the NW . a ll hands ingaged in gitting pi ckets
8:c . a t 1 0 o c lo ck the ha l f b ro ther o f the man who was ki l led
came 8: info rm“ u s tha t afte r my depa rtu re last n igh t Six
Chiens so ca l led by the french o r Sha r ha I ndians had a rrived
w ith a pipe and sa id tha t thei r na t io n was at o ne days ma rch
a nd intended to

"

come 8: trade 8cc . three Pan i cs had a lso
a rrived from the

"

nat io n , (their na tion w a s then within 3 day s

ma rch 65 w ere coming on to trade w ith us Three P awnees

a ccomp
“
these Chay ennes The mandans ca ll a ll rica ra s Pawnees

don
’

t use the name of ricf but the ric’ ca ll themselv es Rics) The

M andans apprehended danger from the Sha r ha s as they we re
a t peace with the Seaux ; a nd w ish ed to Kil l them a nd the

Ricaries (o r pan i cs) bu t the Chiefs info rmed the na tio n it wa s
o ur

'

wish that they Sho u l d no t b e hu rt , and fo rb i d the i r be ing
ki l led 8:c .

” We gave a l i ttle To ba cco 8:c. 8: th i s man

Depa rted we l l sa tisfied w i th o ur Co u nc i ls and advice to him.

in the even ing a M f G H enderso n [a r rived — E D .] in the

imp lo y o f the hudsons bay Company sen t to t rade w i th the

Gros v entre, o r Big bellies so ca l led by the french traders

1 A corrupt io n o f “ tafia
,
defined a s a n inferio r k ind o f rum , dist i l led from

suga r refuse o r from co arse mo la sses.

"

Con es (L. a nd C. , p. 2 1 5) a sserts tha t th is is
“ a Ma lay word which we get from the French by wa y o f the W est Indies. W e

ca l l this l i quo r Jama ica . ED.
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q/
"

December Sunday 1 804

The la tter pa rt o f last n ight was verry wa rm and co nt inued
to thaw u n ti l l [b lank in M S ] oClo ck when the wind Sh ifted
to the No rth a t 1 1 oClo ck the Chiefs o f the Lower Vi l lage
o f the M andans [came] wi th ma ny o f theire yo ung men and

4 o f the Sha r—ha
’

s who had come to Smo ke with the pipe o f

Peace w ith the M andans, we expla ined to them o ur in ten

t io ns o ur views and advi sed them to be at pea ce, Gav e them
a flag fo r theire na t io n, Some To ba cco with a Speech to

Dilev er to the i r nat io n o n theire retu rn , a lso Sent by thema

letter to T abbo 8: Grav o line , a t the Ricares Vil lage, to
in terseed in p ro v enting H o sti l it ies, and i f they Co u l d no t

cfi ect th o se measu res to Send 8: info rm us o f wha t wa s go ing
o n ,

Sta teing to the I ndians the pa rt we intend to take i f the
Ricko res 8: Seauex did no t fo l low o u r Derectio ns and be a t

peace w ith the na t io ns wh ich we had addo p ted. we made
Some fi ew Sma l l p resents to tho se Sha r-ha ’

s a nd a l so Some to

the M anda ns 8: a t 3 o Clo ck they a ll D epa rted we l l p leased,
hav eing Seen many Cureso stties, which we Showed them.

ri ver rise o ne inch

December
.

Monday 1 8 04

a fine mo rn ing the a fter pa rt o f the day co l d 8: windey the
w ind from the NW . the Fa the r o f the M andan who was

ki l led came a nd made u s a present o f Some Dried Simnins

(Pump kins) 8: a l ittle p imeco n, (p emitzgon) we made him Some
sma l l preasents fo r wh i ch he was mu ch p leased

4h. of December Tuesday 1 8 04

a c lo udy raw Day w ind from the N .W. the B lack ca t a nd

two yo u ng Chiefs Vi si t u s and a s usial Stay a ll Day the r iver
rise o ne inch fin i[s]h the ma in ba stion, o u r interp et

f

(7es
sa ume) we disco ver to b e a ssumeing and disco ntent

’

d.

l

1 B iddle here ma kes a bri ef sta tement o f the re l ig io us be l ief a nd orig in-my th of the

Mandan ; cf. therew ith Ca t l in’

s Illust. N. Amer . Inds. (Lo ndo n , i
,
pp. 1 56,

1 57 , 1 77- 1 8 3, and Ma ximi l ian’

s Voyag e, i i , pp. 4 1 8— 436 .
— ED.
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December Wednesday 1 8 04

a co l d raw mo rn ing w ind from the S.E . Some Sno w,
two

o f the NW . Company Came to See us, to let u s Know they in
tended to Set o u t fo r the estab l ishment o n the o ssinnibo in

River in two Days, 8: thei r pa rty wo u l d Co ns ist o f 5 men ,

Severa l I ndia ns a lso vis ited us o ne b ro ugh t Pumpkins o r Sim

nins as a p rea sent. a l ittle Snow fe l l in the even ing a t wh ich
t ime the wind Sh ifted ro und to N.E .

of December Thursday 1 8 04 For t Ma nda n

The w ind b lew vio len t l y ha rd from the N .N .W . wi th Some
Snow the air Keen and co ld . The Thermometer a t 8 oClo ck

A .M . Sto o d at 1 0 dg
f

ab o ve 0 . a t 9 oClo ck a man 8: his

squa t Came down w i th
.

Some mea t fo r the interp eter his dress
wa s a p ar mo ckerso ns o f Bufl

'

alow Skin 8: PELegins o f Go a t
Skin 8: a Bufl

'

alow ro be, 1 4 ring o f Brass o n his fingers, th is
M ete l (ornament) the M anda ns ar verry fo nd ofl

‘

. co l d after
no o n river ri se 1% Inch to day .

[M emo randum, p . 220 Capf Cla rk Set o u t w ith a hunting
pa rty Ki l led 8 Buffalow 8: retu rned next day

of December Friday 1 8 04

a verry co l d day w ind from the NW . the Big Whi te Grand
Chief o f the 1

‘t Vi l lage, came and info rmed us that a la rge
Dro ve o f Buffalow wa s nea r and his peo ple was wa ting fo r u s
to j o in them in a chase Cap ? Lewis to o k 1 5 men 8: went o u t

j o ined the I ndians , who were a t the t ime he go t up , Killing
the Buffa low o n H o rseba ck w i th a rrows which they do ne with
great dexterity,

l his pa rty ki l led 1 0 Bufl
'

a low, fi ve o f wh ich
we go t to the fo rt by the ass istance o f a ho rse in addi tio n to

what the men Pa cked o n the i r b acks. o ne cow was ki l led o n
the ice a fter drawing her o u t o f a v acancey in the ice in whi ch
She had fa l len , and Butchered her a t the fo rt. th o se we did

1 Biddl e g ives ( i , p . 1 40) a mo re deta i led a cco unt o f the Indians’ buffa lo hunt .

Ga ss say s (p. 8 9) tha t Lew is to o k e leven men w ith him, who k i l led 1 1 buffa lo , whi le
the Indians ki l led 30 o r 40.

— ED.
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Monday Dec . 1 8 04 Fort Ma nda n

a verry Co l d Day The The rmometer to day a t 1 0 8: 1 1

D egrees . b e low Cap
? Lewis retu rned, to day a t 1 2 oClo ck

leaveing 6 M en a t the Camp to p repa re the meat fo r to pack

4 H o rse lo ads came in, Cap
? Lew is had a Co l d D isagreeab l e

n igh t l ast in the Snow o n a Co ld po in t w i th o ne Sma l l B lankett
,

the Buffa low cro ssed the rive r b e low in imence herds Wi tho u t
b rakeing in . o n l y 2 buffa low ki l led to day o ne o f which was
too po re to Skin , The men whi ch wa s fro st bit is gett ing
better . the [river] rise 1% inch w ind No rth .

1 December Tuesday 1 8 04

a verry Co l d mo rn ing W ind from the no rth The Ther
mometer at 4 oClo ckJA M . a t 2 1

?

[sunrise a t 2 1 ? see list]
b e l ow 0 w hi ch is 53

?

b e low the freesing po int a nd getting
co l der, the Su n Shows a nd reflects two imigies, the ice flo a t
ing in the atmo sp ea r being 50 th i ck tha t the appea rance is l ike
a fo g Despurceing .

Sent o u t th ree h o rses fo r mea t 8: w i th Derectio ns fo r a ll the

hu nters to retu rn to the fo rt a s So o n a s po ss ib le a t 1 oClo ck

the ho rses retu rned l o aded , a t n igh t a ll the hu nters retu rned ,
Severa l a l itt le frosted, The B la ck Ca t Ch ief o f the M andans
pa i d u s a Vis i t to day , co nt inue Co ld a ll day rive r a t a

S tand .

1 December Wednesday 1 8 04

a Clea r Co l d mo rn ing Wind from the north the Ther
mometer a t Sun rise S to o d a t 38

°

b el ow mo dera ted u n t i l l 6
oClo ck a t w hi ch t ime it began to get Co lder. I l ine my Glo ves
a nd h ave a Cap made o f the Skin o f the L ouserv ia 2

(Lynx) (o r
w i l d Ca t o f the N o rth) the fur nea r 3 inches l o ng, a I ndia n
o f the Shoe“(M aha rha or M oca ssin) N at io n Came w i th the h a l f

1 A n experiment w a s made w ith pro of spirits , wh ich in fifteen m inutes fro ze into
hard ice.

— GASS (p.
2 A co rrupt io n o f the French loup -cerv ier, the commo n name o f the Canada lynx

(Ly nx ca nadensis) . ED.

3 M erely an Ang l i c ized form o f the French appe l la t io n Gens de Soulier , appl ied to
the Ahnahaway (see p . 20 8 , note 2 , a nte). ED.
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o f a Ca bra ko kd o r
,
Anti l o pe wh ich he ki l led nea r the Fo rt.

Grea t numbers o f th o se an ima ls a re nea r o u r fo rt (so tha t they
do not a ll return to rock mounta in Goa t) bu t the wea the r is So
Co ld that we do no t th ink it pruden t to tu rn o u t to hunt in
Su ch Co ld wea ther, o r

,
a t least u n ti l l o u r Co nstf are prepa red

to u nder go th is Cl ima te . I measu re the river from ba nk to
bank o n the ice and make it 500 ya rds

December Thursday 1 8 04

The last n ight was ve rry Clea r 8: the fro st wh ich fell , co v ered
the ice o ld Snow 8: tho se pa rts wh ich wa s naked o f an inch ,
The Thermometer Stands this mo rn ing a t 20

?

be l ow 0
,
a fi ne

day . find it impo s ib le to make an Observa tio n w ith a n a rte
fi cial H o rriso n . Jo seph F ie lds ki l l a Cow and Ca l f to day ,
o ne mi le from the Fo rt . River fa l l .

I

1 December Friday 1 8 04

a fi ne M o rn ing. w ind from the S . E . the M urckerey Sto o d
a t 0 th is mo rn ing I went w i th a pa rty o f men down the river
1 8 mi les 1 to hu nt Buffalow, Saw two Bu l ls to o po re to ki l l ,
the Cows and la rge gangues hav eing left the River, we o n l y
ki l led two Deer 8: Camped a ll night with Some expecta tio n
o f See ing the Buffa low in the mo rn ing

,
a ve rry Co l d n ight,

Snowed .

of December 1 8 04 Sa tturday

a Co ld Clea r mo rn ing, Saw no buffa low,

.

I co ncluded to
retu rn to the fo rt 8: hunt o n ea ch Side o f the rive r o n o ur

retu rn wh ich we did w i tho ut Su ccess . the Snow fel l 1% inches
deep last n igh t . Wind No rth . o n my retu rn to the fo rt
fo u nd Severa l Ch iefs there .

1 6 f" December Sunday 1 8 04

a clea r Co l d mo rn ing, the Thermtf a t Sun rise Sto o d a t 22
be low 0, a ve rry singaler appea rance o f the M o o n last n igh t,
as She appea red thro : the fro sty a tmispear. M r . Henny from
the E stablishment o n River Ossinnibo in , wi th a lette r from,

1 On the ice w ith Slay s, acco rding to a memo ra ndum o n p . 220 of this
Codex. ED.
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M .

r Cha rles Chab o illez o ne o f the C°
a rri ved in 6 Days,

1 M r.
C . in his letter exp ressed a great a nxiety to Serve u s in any
th ing in his power.2
“‘
a ro o t Discribed by M ! H enny fo r the Cu re o f a M ad

Dog [b lank in M S .
— ED.]

MELeRo ck a c lerk
,
o f the NW . Company and MEGeo rge

Bunch a Clerk o f the H udso ns beey Compy a ccompan ied
M ' H en ry from the vi l lage .

0

1 77}December Monday 1 8 04

a verry Co l d mo rn ing the Thmt. Sto o d a [t] 45
°

be low 0 .

We fo u nd M r. H enny a Ve rry inte l l igent M an from whome

we o b tained Some Scetches o f the Co untrey between the M is

sissipp i. 8: M isso u ri , and Some Sketches from him
, wh ich he

had o b ta ined from the Indinf

to the West o f this p la ce a lso the

names and chareckto rs o f the Seeaux 8:c. abou t 8 oClo ck

P M . the thermometer fe l l to 74
°

be low the freesing po inte.

the I ndian Chiefs Sent wo rd th at Buffalow wa s in o ur Ne igh
b o urho o d, a nd i f we wo u ld j o in them,

in the mo rn ing they
wo u l d go and ki l l them.

December Tuesday 1 8 04

The Themometer the Same as last night H aney 8:
La Ro cke left us fo r the Gro ssv en tre Camp , Sent o u t 7 men

to hunt fo r the Bufl
'

a low they fo und the wea the r to o co l d 8:
retu rned , Severa l I ndians Came, who had Set o u t w i th a

View to Ki l l buffalow, The river ri se a l ittle I imp lo y my
Se l fmakeing a Sma l l M ap o fCo nnextio n 8ze. Sent Jessomme
to the M a in Chief o f the mandans to know the Cause o f his

1 This po st , a cco rding to Co ues (Henry
‘

s y ourna l, i , p . 298 ) was ca l led Fo rt
Mo ntague a la Bo sse, s itua ted o n the A ss in ibo in abo ut 50 mi les a bo ve Mo u se River.
The messenger’s name appears in the L . and C. MSS. a s Henny , Henry and Haney .

His rea l name was Hugh Henney , a trader fo r the Hudso n
‘

s Bay Company . Laro cque
ment io ns his arri va l (Masson

’

s Bourg . Nord-Ouest, i , p . M rs . E . E . Dy e c ites
to the Edi to r from a MS. jo urna l of a Hudso n

’

s Bay Company trader ( 1 8 1 2— 1 6) the
addit iona l fact tha t he wa s head o f the Pemb ina and Red River (of the North) district
a s la te a s 1 8 1 2, when he wa s superseded by Peter F idler, w ith who se earl ier explora
t io n Lew is and Clark were a cqua inted.

— ED.

2 The o bject o f the vis its w e rece i ved from the N. W . Company , wa s to a scerta in
Our mo tives fo r vis it ing tha t co untry , and to ga in info rmat ion w ith respect to the change

o f go vernment. Ga ss (p .
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ro ck M o unta in Sheep tho se h o rns are no t o f the l a rgest kind
The M a ndans Indi ans Ca l l this Sheep Ar-Sa r—ta it is abo u t

the Size o f a la rge Deer, o r Sma l l Elk; its H o rns Come o u t

a nd w ind a ro und the head l i ke the h o rn o f a Ram a nd the

tectu re (texture) no t u n l i ke it mu ch la rge r and th i cke r
, p er

ticela rly tha t pa rt wi th whi ch they but[t] o r o u ter pa rt whi ch
is [b lank in MS ] inchs th ick , the length o f tho se ho rns,
whi ch we h ave is [b lank in M S ]

231? December Sunday 1 8 04,

a fi ne Day great numb ers o f indians o f a ll discrip tio ns

Came to the fo rt many o f them b ringing Co rn to trade, the

little Crow , l o ad
d his w i fe 85 Sun w i th Co rn fo r us, Cap .

Lew is gave him a few p resents as a lso his w ife, She made a

k i tt le o f bo i led Cimnins , b eens, Co rn 8c Cho ke Che ries w i th
the Sto nes, wh ich was palitable Thi s Desh is Co ns idered, a s
a trea t amo ng tho se peo ple, the Ch iefs o f the M andans are
fo nd o f stayin

’ Sleeping in the fo rt

24? December Monday 1 8 04.

Severa l Ch iefs and numb ers o f M en Womin and Chi ldren
a t the fo rt to Day , Some fo r t rade , the mo st a s lo o kers o n ,

we gave a fellet o f Sheep Skin (whi ch we b ro ugh t fo r Spung
ing ) to 3 Chiefs o ne to each o f 2 inches w ide, [o n] wh ich they
lay Grea t va lu e (p riseing tho se felets equa l to a fine ho rse), a

fine Day we fin ished the p ickengen (p ic/reting ) a ro und o ur

wo rks .

257:December Christma ss Tuesday

I was awakened befo re Day by a discha rge o f 3 pla to o ns
from the Pa rty and the french , the men merri l y D ispo sed, I
give them all a l ittle Tafiia and p ermited 3 Canno n fi red , a t
ra ising Our flag, Some M en Went o u t to hunt 8e the o thers
to Danceing and Co nt inued unt i l l 9 oClo ck P.M . when the

fro l ick ended Sec.

1

1 B iddle say s : W e had to ld the Indians no t to vis it u s, a s it wa s o ne of our

grea t medic ine day s . Ga ss say s F lour, dried a pples, pepper, a nd o ther art icles
w ere distributed in the diff erent messes to enab le them to celebra te Chri stma s in a

pro per and so c ial manner. Three ra t ions of bra ndy were served during the day ,

w hich wa s ma in ly spent in dancing no women were present save Charbo neau‘

s three

w ives, who were o nly spectato rs. — ED.
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11.6".
i Ded.

’ Wednesday 1 804.

a tempera te day no Indians to day o r yesterday . A man

from the NW. Compa ny Came D own from the Gro ss Ventres
to get o ne o f ou r in terpe ters to ass ist them in trade This
man info rmed tha t the Pa rty o f Gro ss Ventres who persued
the Ass in ibo ins tha t Sto ld thei r ho rses , had a ll retu rned in
the i r useal way by Sma l l pa rt ies, the last o f the pa rty b ringing
8 ho rses wh ich they Sto le from a Camp o f Ass in ib o ins wh ich
they fo und o n M o use River.

December 1 8 04. Thursday

a l itt le fine Snow weather Something Co l der than yesterday
Seve ra l I ndians here to Day , mu ch Sup rised a t the Be l lo s

(Bellows)
l 8: metho d o f makeing Sundery a rticles o f I ro n

Wind ha rd from the NW.

2

'

1 Which they co ns idered a s a very great medic ine:— BIDDLE (L. a nd C. , i,
P 1 45)

3 Here fo l low s, in Biddle, a sketch o f the Sio uan tribes, ma in ly the same info r

mat ion which we ha ve thus fa r o bta ined from the MS. text . ED.
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C H A P T E R V I

d M ON G TH E M AN D AN S

Clark’s Jo urna l
,
December 28

,
1 804

— Februa ry z
, 1 805 February 1 3— March 2 1 , 1 805

Entries by Lew is , February 3— 1 3 and March 1 6

[C la rk of December Fr iday 1 8 04.

LEW verry ha rd last n ight, the fro st fel l l i ke a Shower
o f Snow,

no th ing rema rkab le to day , the Snow
Drifting from o ne bo ttom to ano the r a nd from the

l eave l p la ins into the ho l lows & c.

December Sa tturday 1

The fro st fe l l last n igh t nea rl y a Mo f a n inch Deep and

Co ntinud to fa l l u nt i l l the Sun was o f Some h i te, the M ur

cu ry Sto o d th is M o rn ing a t 9? below 0 wh ich is no t co ns idered
Co ld , as the Changes take pla ce gradua l l y wi th o u t lo ng in ter
m is io ns a number o f I ndians here

305? December Sunday 1 8 04

Co l d the Termtf a t 20? be low 0 a number o f I ndians here
to day they a re mu ch Supp rised a t the Bel lows o ne Deer
Ki l led

31flfof December Monday 1 8 04. Fort Ma nda n

a fine Day Some wind l ast n ight wh i ch M ixed the Snow
and Sand in the bead o f the rive r, wh ich has the appea rance
o f h i l l o cks o f Sand o n the ice, wh i ch is a lso Co vered w ith
Sand 8: Snow,

the fro st wh i ch fa l l s in the n ight, Co nt inu es
o n the ea rth 8: o ld Snow &c. & c. a number o f india ns here
every Day o ur b lakSmith M ending thei r axes h o es & c. & c.

fo r wh ich the Squars b ring Co rn fo r payment.
1

1 B iddle here adds In the ir genera l co nduct during these visits they a re ho nest,

but w i l l o ccas io na l ly pi lfer any sma l l art ic le.

" Mackenz ie sa y s (Ma sso n
‘

s Bourg .
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a t n ight the pa rty except 6 retu rned , w i th 3 robes, an [d] 13
St rings o f Com wh ich the indians had given them

, The Day
was wo rm,

Themtr 34
°

abo ve 0 , Some hew Dro ps o f ra in
ab o u t Sunset, a t Da rk it began to Snow, and Snowed the

greate r pa rt o f the n igh t , (the temp'.r fo r Snow is abo u t 0)
The B la ck Cat wi th his fami ly vis ited us to day and b ro ught a
l itt le meet

21? of y a nua ry Wednesdey 1 8 05

a Snowey mo rn ing, a pa rty o f M en go to D ance a t the

2
"
.

d Vi l lage to D ance, Cap
‘ Lewis 8e the interp t

r Visi t the 21

Vi l lage, a nd retu rn in the even ing, Some Snow to Day Verry
co l d in the even ing 1

of j a nua ry Thursday 1 8 05

Some Snow to day , 8 men go to hunt the bu ffa low,
ki l led

a ha re 85 wo l f Severa l Indians v is it u s to day 8: a Gro ss
Ventre came a fter his w ife, who had been mu ch abused ,
came h ere fo r 2Pro tect io n .

45? of 7a nna ry Friday 1 8 05 Fort Ma nda n

a wo rm Snowey M o rn ing, the Thermtf a t 28
?

abo ve 0 ,

C lo udy, Sent o u t 3 M en to
.

hunt down the river, Severa l
I ndians Came to day , the l i tt le Crow, who has pro ved friendl y
Came

,
we ga v e him a handkerchf 2 fi les

,
in the even ing

the weather became co l d a nd windey , wind from the NW . I
am Verry unwel l the after pa rt o f the D aye

of j
‘a nua ry Sa tturday 1 805

a co ld day Some Snow,
Severa l I ndians vis i t us with thei r

axes to get them mended , I imp lo y my Se l f D rawing a Co n
nectio n o f the Co untrey

2 from wha t info rmatio n I have re

1 This day I disco vered how the Indians keep their ho rses during the w inter. In

the day
-t ime they a re permitted to run o ut a nd ga ther wha t they can ; a nd a t n ight

a re bro ught into the lo dges, w ith the nat ives themse lves , a nd fed upo n co tto nwo od

bra nches and in th is way a re kept in to lerab le case . GAss (p .
2 T his map w a s sent to Pres ident Jeff erso n, A pri l 7, 1 8 05, and preserved in the

archives of the W a r Department . A s drafted by Nicho la s K ing , 1 8 06 , it is c ited
here in a s “ Lew is’s map o f 1 8 06 .

— COUEs (L. a nd C. , i, p .
An a t las vo lume conta ins this a nd o thers of Clark’s maps.

{244 }



AT FORT MANDAN

c [e] ved. a Buffalow Dance (o r M edeso n) (M edecine) fo r 3
n igh ts passed in the Vi l lage, a cu rio u s Custom the o ld

men a rrange themselves in a ci rcle 8: afte r Smo ke[ing] a pipe
wh ich is ha nded them by a yo ung man, Dress[ed] up fo r the

pu rpo se, the yo ung men who have the i r w ives ba ck o f the

Circle go [each] to o ne o f the o ld men with a wh in ing to ne

a nd request the o ld man to take his w ife (who presents [her
se lf] necked except a ro b e) and — (o r Sleep w i th her) the

Gi rl then takes the Old M an (who verry o ften can sca rcel y
wa l k ) and leades him to a co nven ient place fo r the b us iness,
after wh ic h they retu rn to the lo dge ; i f the o ld man (o r a

wh ite man) retu rns to the lo dge w ith o u t gra t i fying the M an 8:

his wi fe, he o ffe rs her aga in a nd aga in ; it is o ften the Case tha t
a fte r the t ime w itho ut Kiss ing the H usband th rows a new

ro be o ver the o ld man 8ec. a nd b egs him no t to disp ise him

8: his w i fe (We Sent a man to this M edisan D ance la st
night, they gave him 4 Girl s) all th is is to cause the buffa low
to Come nea r So that they may Kil l them

1

6ff‘ of j
'
a nua ry Sunday 1 8 05

a Co l d day bu t fiew indians to day I am ingav ed

[engaged] as yesterday

7? of j
'
a nua ry Monday 1 8 05

a
'

verry co l d C lea r Day . The Themtf S to o d a t 22? be low
0 Wind NW. , the river fe l l 1 inch Seve ra l indians retu rned
from hunt ing, o ne o f them the B ig Whi te Ch ief o f the

Lower Ma ndan Vil l age, Dined w ith us, a nd gave me a Scetch

o f the Co untrey a s fa r a s the h igh M o unta ins, 8: o n the So u th
Side o f the River Rej o ue,

z he Says th a t the river rej o ne
recv ees (receiv es) 6 Sma l l r ivers o n

'

the 8 . Side , 8: tha t the
Co untrey is verry h i l ley and the greate r pa rt Co vered w ith
t imbe r Great numbers o f bea v er & c. the 3 men retu rned
from hunting

, they 4 Deer 8: 2 Wo l ves, Saw Buffalow a

l o ng ways o ff. I co ntinue to Draw a co nnec ted pl o tt from the

1 This ceremo ny is described much mo re fu l ly by Biddle (i , pp. 1 50 , and

b y Prince Maximi l ian (Voy age, -i i , pp. 453, 454, and i i i , pp . 56 ED.

2 An imperfect pho net i c rendering o f the French name Ro che-Jaune, meaning
Ye l lowstone, “ st i l l appl ied to the river here described. ED.
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info rma t io n o f Traders, I ndians my own o bserva t io n 8:
i deas . from the best info rma tio n, the Grea t fa l ls is ab o u t

(8 00) mi les nea rl y West ,
1

8? af j
’
a nua ry Tuesday 1 8 05

a co ld Day bu t fi ew india ns a t the fo rt to day w ind from
the N .W . o ne man a t the Vil lage 2

of j a nua ry Wednesday 1 8 05

a Co ld Day Themometer a t 2 1
?

be low 0 , grea t numbers
o f indians go to ki l l Cows ,3 (0 Cla rk a cc

‘f
them w ith 3 or 4 men

killed a number of cows nea r thefort .) the l i tt le Crow Brackff
w i th u s, Severa l I ndians Ca l l a t the Fo rt nea rl y fro sed, o ne

man repo rted tha t he had Sent his So n a Sma l l bo y to the

fo rt abo u t 3 o Clo ck , 8 : w as mu ch d istressed a t no t finding him
here, the after pa rt o f this day verry Co l d, and w ind keen

of j a nua ry Thursday 1 8 05

last n ight was excess i ve l y C o l d the M urkery th is mo rn ing
Sto o d a t 40

C

.

>

be low 0 wh i ch is 72
?

be low the freesing p o int,
we had o ne ma n o u t last n igh t, who retu rned a bo u t 8 oClo ck

th is mo rn ing. The Indians o f the lower Villege tu rned o u t

to hun t fo r a .man 8: a bo y who had no t returnd from the hunt
o f yesterday , and b o rrow

’

d a Slay to b ring them in expect ing
to fi nd them fro sed to dea th 4 abo ut 10 o Clo ck the bo y ab o u t

Laro cque say s (Ma sson
’

s Bourg eois , pp . 31 0, 31 1 ) tha t '

Lew is a nd Clark fo und
a ll the l ong itudes est ima ted by Da vid Thompso n to be ina ccura te . He g ives interest ing
deta i ls a s to the territo ria l c la ims o f the Un i ted States

,
say ing :

“ They inc lude in
the ir territo ry a s fa r north a s Ri ver Qui appelle, fo r, a s it w as impo ss ib le fo r a l ine
drawn w est from the west end o f La c des Bois to stri ke the M ississ ippi , they ma ke it
run t i l l it stri kes its tributary wa ters , that is, the no rth bra nches o f the M isso uri and
from thence to the Pa c ific . ED.

2 B iddle here describes ano ther l icentious ceremony , ca l led “ the medic ine
da nce.

“
ED.

8 The buffa lo es were u sua l ly ca l led by the French hunters “ w i ld cows o r

“ w i ld ca tt le, a term o ften ado pted b y the Eng l ish.
— ED .

4 In B iddle’s a cco unt a re fo und some addi t io na l deta i ls, espec ia l ly interest ing a s

show ing a humane and genero us na ture in these Indians : “ T he b o y had been a

priso ner and ado pted from charity , y et the distress of the fa ther pro ved tha t he fe lt fo r
him the tenderest affect io n. The man wa s a person of no dist inct ion, yet the who le
vi l lage wa s fu l l o f anx iety fo r his safety .

"
— ED.
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the ri ver be low , they w i l l Stay o u t some Days, MTChab o nee

(o ur inturp eter) and o ne ma n tha t a ccompan ied him to Some
l o ges o f the M ena ta rrees nea r the Tu rtle H i l l I retu rned, bo th
fro sed in thei r fa ces. Chabo neu info rms that the Clerk o f the

H udso n Bay Co . w i th the M e ne ta r res ha s been Speaking
Some fiew express“ u nfavo u rab le towa rds us

,
and tha t it is Sa id

the NW Co : in tends bu i lding a fo rt a t the M ene ta r res. he

Saw the gra nd Chief o f the Bigr bellies who Spo ke Sl ight l y o f
the Ameri cans, Saying i f we wo u l d give o ur grea t flag to him

he wo u l d Come to See us.

1 4
“ i a nua ry 1 8 05 Monday

Th is mo rn ing ea r ly a number o f indians men women ch i ld ren
D o gs & c. &c. passed down o n the ice to j o ine tho se tha t passed
yeste rday , we Sent Serg‘ Pryo r and fi ve men with tho se indians
to hu nt (Severa l men w ith the Venerea l co ugh t from the M a n

dan women) o ne o f o u r hunters Sent o ut Severa l days [ago]
ariv ed 8: info rms tha t o ne M an (Whi teho use) is fro st bit and
Can’

t wa l k home.

j a nua ry Tuesday 1 8 05 Fort Ma nda n

between 1 2 8: 3 oClo ck th is M o rn ing we had a to ta l eclip s
o f the M o o n

,
a pa rt o f the o b serva tio ns necessa ry fo r o u r p ur

po se in th is eclip s we go t wh ich is

a t 1 2 h- 57m
— 54 s To ta l Da rkness o f the Mo o n

a t — I —44. — 00 End o f to ta l Da rkness o f The mo o n

a t 2 —
39

- 1 0 End o f the eclips .

This mo rn ing no t so Co l d as yesterday Wind from the

S.E . w ind cho p ed a ro und to the N .W. St i l l tempera te fo u r
Co ns iderate [co ns iderab le ED.] men o f the M enetarre Came
to See us We Smo ked in the p ipe, ma ny M andf present a lso ,
we Showed (a ttentions) to tho se men who had been impressed
w ith an unfavo u rab le o ppinio n o f us (which sa tisfied them).

1 On the L itt le M isso uri River. ED.
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j
‘
a nua ry lVednesday 1 8 05

ab o ut th i rty M andans came to the fo rt to day , 6 ch iefs .

tho se M e-ne-ta—rees to l d them they were l ia rs, had to l d them
i f they Came to the fo rt the whi tes men wo u l d ki l l them, th ey
had b een w ith them a ll n igh t, Smo ked in the pipe and h ave
been trea ted we l l a nd the whites had danced fo r them, Observe
ing the M a ndans were bad and o ugh t to hide themse lves . o ne

o f the I
‘
.

t War Chiefs o f the big be l l [i]es na t io n Came to see u s

to day wi th o ne man and his Squar to wate o n him (requested
tha t she might be used for the night) (his w ife handsome) We

Sho t the Air gun, and gave two Sho ts w ith the Ca nno n wh ich
p leased them verry mu ch

,
the l i ttle Crow Chf o f the lower

Vi l lage Came be b ro ught u s Co rn & c. 4 men o f o u rs who
had been hu nt ing retu rned o ne fro st

’

d

Th is Wa r Chiefgav e u s a Cha rt in hisWay o f the M isso u rie,
he info rmed us o f his intent io ns Of go ing to Wa r in the Sp ring
aga inst the Snake I ndia ns we advised him to l o o k ba ck a t the

number o f Na t io ns who had been distro yed byWar
, and reflect

upo n wha t he wa s abo u t to do , o bserving if he wished the hap i
ness o f his nat io n ,

he wo u l d be a t peace wi th all, by tha t by
be ing a t pea ce a nd hav eing p lenty o f go o ds amo ngst them 85 a

free interco u rse w i th tho se defenceless na t io ns, th ey wou ld get
on easy tirms a greater Number o f ho rses, and tha t N at io n
wo u l d increas , i f he went to War aga inst th o se Defence less
peo ple, he wo u ld d isplease his grea t fa ther, and he wo u l d no t

rece ive that p ertéctio n 8: ca re from him as o ther na t io ns who
l istened to his wo rd . This Ch ief who is a you ng ma n 26 yfo ld

rep l ied tha t i f his go ing to wa r aga inst the Snake india ns wo u ld
be displeas ing to u s he wo u ld no t go , he had ho rses eno ugh .

We Obse rved tha t wha t we had sa i d wa s the wo rds Of his
grea t father, and wha t we had Spo ken to all the Na t io ns whi ch
we Saw o n o u r passage up , they all promis to o pen thei r ea rs,
a nd we do no t know a s y et i f any o f them has Shu t them (we
a re do ub tfull o f the So ues) i f they do no t a ttend to wha t we
h ave to l d them the ir grea t fa ther w i l l Open thei r ea rs . This
Chief Sa id tha t he wo u ld advise all his na t io n to stay a t home
i nti l l we Saw the Snake I ndians Knew i f they wou ld be
friendly, he h imsel f wou l d a ttend to what we had to l d him.
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7a nua ry Thursday 1 8 05

a v erry Windey mo rn ing ha rd . from the N o rth Ther
momiter a t 0, Severa l I ndians here to day

1 87:7a nua ry Friday 1 8 05

a fi ne wo rm mo rn ing, MTLa Ro ck a[nd] MEKinz ey C ame
down to See us wi th them Seve ra l o f the Gro sse Ventres.

1 9
’
ff j a nua ry Sa tturday 1 8 05.

a fine Day Le ro ck 8: MfKinzey retu rned home,
Sent three h o rses down to o ur hunt ing Camp fo r the meet

they had ki l led, Jussomes Squ ar, left him and went to the

Vi l lage

a Co l d fa i r day Severa l Indians a t the fo rt to day a

M issundersta nding to o k p la ce between the two intu rpeters o n

a cco unt o f thei r squ ars , o ne o f the Squars o f Shabo wner

Squ ars be ing Si ck, I o rdered my Se rvent to give her Some
fro o t Stewed a nd tee a t dift t imes wh ich was the cause o f the

missundst". l

2 1
“ Monday 7a nua ry 1 8 05

a number o f Indians here to day a fi ne day no thing
rema rkab le o ne ban [man] verry b ad wi th the p ox.

j a nua ry 1 8 05 Tuesday

a fi nd wa rm Day a ttemp ted to Cu t the Bo at 8: p erogues
o ut o f the Ice, fo u nd wa ter a t abo u t 8 inches under the
Ice, the n ext thi ckness abo u t 3 feet

a grd ya nua ry 1 8 05 Wednesday

A Co l d Day Snow fe l l 4 I nches deep , the accurancies

(a ecurrencies) o f th is day is as is commo n

1 I went up w ith o ne o f the men to the vi l lages. They treated us friendly and

gave us victua ls. A fter we w ere do ne ea ting they presented a bow lfu l to a buffa lo e
head, say ing , ea t tha t.

"

T he ir superstit io us credu l ity is so great, that they be l ieve
b y us ing the head we l l, the l iving buffa lo e w i l l come, and that they w i l l g et a supp ly
o fmea t. — GAss (pp . 98 ,
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y a nua ry Tuesday 1 8 05

Gave Jassome a D o st o f Sa l ts We Send 85 Co l lect Sto nes
and p u t them o n a la rge log heap to heet them with a view o f

wo rming water in the B o a t and by tha t means, Sepp era te her
from the Ice, o u r a ttempt appea rs to be defeated by the

Sto nes a ll b reaking flying to pea ces in the fi re, a fine wo rm
Day , we are now bu rn ing a la rge Co a l p it, to mend the

indians ha tchets, 8: make them war axes, the o n l y means by
wh ich we precu re Co rn from them.

30
’
,f j a nua ry Wednesday 1 8 05

a fi ne mo rning. c lo uded up a t 9 oClo ck, M 5 La Ro cke
pa i d u s a Vis it, 8: we gave him an answer respect ing the request
he made when last here o f a ccompanying u s o n o ur Jo u rney
8cc. (refused)

ya nua ry Thursday 1 8 05

Snowed last n i gh t, w ind high from the NW . Sawed o ff the
b o ys to es Sen t 5 men down the ri ver to hunt w ith 2 ho rses,
o u r interp eter something bette r, Geo rge Drewyer taken with
the Pleu risy last even ing B led 8c. gave him Some Sage tea , th is
mo rn ing he is much better. Co l d d isagreeable Day

of Februa ry Friday 1 8 05

a co l d windey Day o ur hunte rs retu rn? haveing ki l led o n l y
o ne D eer, a War Ch ief o f the M e ne ta r ra s came w i th some

Co rn requ ested to have a Wa r ha tchet made, 8: requested to
be a l lowed to go to War aga inst the So u es 8: Recarres who

had Ki l led a manda n Some t ime past. We refu sed, and gave
reasso ns , wh ich he ve rry readi l y a ssented to , a nd promised to

o pen his ea rs to a ll We Sa i d th is M an is yo ung and named

(Seeing Snake)-M a r—boolc, She-ah-O—he-a h. th is mans Woman

Set o u t 85 he p ro sued her, in the even ing

of Februa ry Sa tturday 1 8 05

a fi ne Day , o ne D eer ki l led o u r interp eter St i l l unwe l l ,
o ne o f the w ives o f the Big be l ley interp et

r Si ck . MTLa roche

leave us to day ( th is ma n is a Clerk to the NW . Company , 8:
verry anxio us to accompany u s)
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[ L ew is :] 3
"

of Februa ry Sunday

a fi ne day ; the b la cksmi th aga in commences his o pp era

t io ns . we were v is i ted by bu t few o f the na tives to day . the

s ituatio n o f o ur b o at and p erogues is now allarming , they are

fi rmly inclo sed in the Ice and a lmo st co vered w i th snow the

ice wh i ch inclo ses them l yes in severa l stra tas o f u nequ a l thick
nesses which are seperated by streams o f water. this [is]
pecu l iar l y unfo rtuna te because so so o n a s we cu t th rough the

fi rst stra ta o f ice the wa ter rushes up and rises as h igh as the

u pper su rface o f the ice and thu s c rea tes su ch a deb th of wa ter
as renders it imp ract i cab le to cu t away the lower stra ta wh ich
appea rs fi rm l y attatched to , a nd co nfin ing the b o ttom o f the

vessels . the instruments we have h i therto u sed has been the

ax o n ly , w i th whi ch , we h ave made severa l a ttempts tha t
p ro ved u nsu ccessfu l ] from the cau se abo ve mentio ned . we

then determined to a ttempt free ing them from the ice by
means o f bo i l ing wa ter wh i ch we purpo sed hea t ing in the

vesse ls by means o f ho t sto nes , bu t th is expedien t pro ved a lso
fru i tless , a s every species o f sto ne wh i ch we co u ld p ro cu re in

the neighbo u rho o d pa rto o k so mu ch o f the ca l ca r io u s genu s
tha t they bu rst into sma l l pa rt i cles o n be ing expo sed to the

hea t o f the fire. we now determined as the dern ier reso rt to
prepa re a p arsel o f I ro n spikes and a ttatch them to the end o f

sma l l po les o f co nven ient length and endeavo u r by ,
mea ns

o f them to free the vessel s from the ice. we have a l ready
p repa red a la rge ro pe o f E lk-skin a nd a w ind less by mea ns o f

which we have no doubt o f being ab le to draw the bo a t o n the

b ank pro vided we can free [it] from the ice.

Februa ry , Monday 1 8 05.

This mo rn ing fa i r tho
’ co u l d the

'

thermomete-r sto o d a t

1 8? be l ow Naugh t, w ind from N .W . Cap t Cla rk set o u t

with a hu nt ing pa rty co ns isting o f S ixteen o f o u r command

1 From this po int to the 1 3th o f February , the jo urna l is written by Lew is, during
Cla rk' s a bsence o n a hunt ing expeditio n (Feb . 4-1 This is the o n ly hiatus in
Clark‘ s regu lar jo urna l izing, thro ugho ut the ent ire expedit io n but under da te o f Feb

rua ry 1 3th, pp . 259-26 1 , p ost, a fter his return , he gives a brief summary o f the events
o f each day during his trip, so that his record is pra ct ica l ly complete . ED»
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and two fren chmen who to ge ther w i th two o th ers, have estab

lished a sma l l hu t and res ided th is w in ter with in the vicin ity
o f Fo rt M anda ne u nde r o ur pro tectio n . visi ted by many o f

the na tives to day . o u r sto ck o f mea t whi ch we had pro cu red
in the M o nths o f No vembe r D ecember is now nea rly ex

hansted ; a suppl y o f th is a rti c les is a t th is moment pecu l ia rly
in teresting a s we l l fo r o ur immedia te co nsumpt io n, as tha t we
may have t ime b efo re the appro a ch o f the wa rm seaso n to

p repa re the mea t fo r o u r vo yage in the spring o f the yea r .
Cap t . Cla rk therefo re determined to co nt inue his ro u t down
the r iver even a s far a s the River bu l let 1 u n less he Shou l d fi nd
a p lenty o f game nea rer . the men transpo rted the i r baggage
o n a co up le Of sma l l wo o den Slays drawn b y th emse lves , and
to o k w i th them 3 pack ho rses wh ich we had agreed Sho u l d be
retu rned wi th a lo ad o f mea t to fo rt mandaue a s so o n a s they
co u l d p ro cu re it . no buffa lo e have made the i r appea rance in

o u r nei ghbo u rho o d fo r some weeks (time shorter) ; and I am

info rmed tha t o u r I ndian nei ghbo u rs suffer extreemly a t th is
moment fo r the a rti cle o fflesh. Sh ields ki l led two deer this
even ing, b o th very lean

—
o ne a la rge brick, he had Shed his

ho rns .

5
”
.

h Februa ry Tuesday 1 8 05,

Pleasent mo rn ing wind from N .W . fa i r ; vis i ted by many
o f the n a ti ves who b ro ugh t a co ns iderab l e qu anty o f co rn in
payment fo r the wo rk wh ich the b l a cksmi th had do ne fo r
them they are peen [l] a r l y a tta tched to a ba ttle ax fo rmed in
a very inco nven ient manner in my o pin io n . it is fab ri cated
o f i ro n o n l y , the b lade is extreemly thin, from 7 to n ine
i nches in length and from to 6 I nches o n it

’

s edge, from
whence the s i des pro ceed nea r l y in a stra ight l ine to the eye

whe re it’s width is genera l l y no t mo re than an inch . the ey e

is ro und ab ou t o ne inch in diameter, the handle se l dom
mo re than fo u rteen inches in length , the who le we ighing ab o u t

o ne po u nd the grea t length o f the b lade o f th is ax
,
a dded to

the sma l l s ize o f the h andle renders a stro ke uncerta in and

l The Canno n-ba l l River, wh ich empt ies into the M isso uri near Fo rt Rice, N. D .

The expedit io n had reached the mo uth o f th is stream o n Oct. 1 8 . ED.
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Februa ry Thursday 1 8 05.

This mo rn ing was fa i r Thermometer a t ab o ve naught
mu ch wa rme r than it has b een fo r some days ; wind S.E . co n

tinue to be v is ited by the na t ives . T he Se rg! o f the gua rd
repo rted that the I ndian women (wives to o ur in terpreters)
were in the hab i t o f u nba ring the fo rt ga te a t any t ime o f n ight
a nd admitt ing the i r I ndian vis ito rs , I therefo re di rected a

lo ck to be p ut to the ga te and o rdered tha t no Indian but

tho se a tta tched to the ga rriso n sho u l d be permi tted to rema in
a ll n igh t wi th in the fo rt o r admi tted du ring the perio d wh i ch
the gate had been p revio u s l y o rdered to be kept shu t

, wh ich
was from sunset u n t i l l sunrise.

Februa ry Friday 1 8 05.

This mo rn ing was fai r w ind S.E . the wea the r sti l l wa rm and

plea sent . vis ited by the bla ck-Ca t the prin cipa l ch ief o f the
Ro o p-tar-he, o r upper mandaue vi l lage . th is man po ssesses
mo re integrety , fi rmness , inteligence a nd p ersp icuety o f m ind
than any indian I h ave met w ith in th is qu arter, and I think
wi th a l itt le management he may be made a u sefu l l agent in
fu rthering the views o f o u r go vernment. The b la ck Ca t p re
sented me w i th '

a b ow and apo l o gized fo r no t h aving completed
the sh ie l d he had p romised a l ledging tha t the wea ther had been
to o co u l d to permi t his making it, I gavehim som sma l l sho t
6 fishing

-h o o ks and 2 ya rds o f ribbo n his squaw a lso p re
sented me w ith 2 pa i r o f mo ckerso ns fo r wh ich in retu rn I
gave a sma l l lo o kinggla ss and a co uple o f nedles. the chief
dined with me a nd left me in the even ing. he info rmed me
tha t his peo p le suffered very mu ch fo r the a rt i c le o f mea t

,
a nd

tha t he had no t h imse l f tasted any fo r severa l days.

Februa ry Sa turday 1 8 05.

The mo rn ing fa i r and pleasent, w ind from S.E . visi ted by
MEM ‘Kinz ey o ne o f the N.W. Company’s c lerks . th is even
ing a man by the name o f H owa rd wh om I had given permis
s io n to go [to ] the M andaue V i lage retu rned a fter the gate was
shu t and rea ther than ca l l to the gua rd to have it o pened
sca led the wo rks a n indian who was lo o king o n sho rtl y after
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fo l lowed his example . I co nvinced the I ndian o f the imp ro

p ryety o f his co nduct, and expla ined to him the risk he had
run o f be ing severe l y trea ted , the fe l low appea red mu c h
a lla rmed, I gave him a sma l l p iece Of to bacco and sent him

away H owa rd I had comitted to the ca re o f the gua rd with a

determinea tio n to have him try ed by a Co u rt-ma rti a l fo r th is
o ffence . th is man is an o ld so ldier whi ch st i l l hightens th is
o ffi nce .

Februa ry Sunday 1 8 05.

This M o rn ing was Cl o u dy afte r a S l igh t Snow wh i ch
’

fe l l in
the co u rse o f the n i gh t the w ind b lue very ha rd from N .W.

a l tho ’

the thermometer sto o d a t 1 8
?

abo ve naught the vio lence
o f the w ind caused a degree o f co u l d tha t was mu ch mo re n u

pleasen t than tha t o f yeste rday when thermometer sto o d a t 1 0?

o n l y ab o ve the same po int . M T M iKinzey left me th is mo rn
ing: Charbo no retu rned w ith o ne o f the F renchmen, and

info rmed me th at he had left the th ree H o rses a nd two men

w ith the mea t which Cap? Cla rk had sent a t some distance
be low o n the rive r he to l d me tha t the ho rses were heavy
l o aded a nd tha t no t be ing sho d it was impo ss ib le for ho rses to
trave l o n the ice . I determined to send down some men with
two sma l l S lays fo r the meat and acco rdingly I gave o rders tha t
they sho u l d set o u t ea rl y the next mo rn ing. two men we re
a lso sent to co ndu ct the h o rses by way o f the pla in .

1 Februa ry Monday 1 8 05.

The pa rty tha t were o rdered la st even ing set o u t ea rl y th is
mo rn ing, the wea ther was fa i r and co u l d wind N .W. ab o u t

five Oclo ck this even ing o ne Of the wives o f Charbo no was

de l ivered o f a fine b o y .

1 it is wo rthy o f remark tha t thi s was
the fi rst ch i l d wh i ch this woman had b o arn , and a s is commo n

in su ch cases her labo u r was tediou s and the pa in vio lent ;
M3 Jessome info rmed me tha t he had freequently adminins

tered a sma l l po rt io n o f the ra ttle o f the ra tt le—snake, wh ich he

1 Th is w a s Sacajaw ea , the Shosho ne capt ive purcha sed by Charbo neau, who had

two o ther w ives amo ng the Mandan. Sa cajawea was the o n ly w oman ta ken upo n
the Expedit io n. ED.
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a ssu red me had never fa i led to pro du ce the des i red effect, that
o f hasten ing the b i rth o f the ch i l d ; h aving the ra tt le o f a

snake by me I gave it to him and he admin istered two rings
o f it to the woman b ro ken in sma l l p ieces w ith the fingers and

added to a sma l l quantity o f wa ter. Whether this medicine
was tru lv the cause o r no t I Sha l l no t undertake to determine

,

bu t I was info rmed that she had no t taken it mo re th an ten

minu tes befo re she b ro ugh t fo rth perh aps th is remedy may
be wo rthy Of fu tu re experiments, bu t I must co nfess tha t I
want fa ith as to it

’

s effi cacy .

Februa ry Tuesday 1 8 05.

The mo rn ing was fa i r tho ’ cou ld, thermometer a t 14? be low
naugh t w ind S.E . o rdered the B la cksmi th to sh o e the ho rses
and some o thers to prepa re some gea rs in o rder to send them
down with th ree s lavs to j o in the hunt ing pa rty a nd transpo rt
the mea t wh ich they may have p ro cu red to this place the

men whom I had sen t fo r the mea t left b y Charb o no did no t

retu rn unt i l l 4 OClo ck this even ing . Drewyer a rrived w ith
the ho rses ab o u t the same t ime, the h o rses appea red mu ch
fa tieged I di rected some mea l b rands [b ran] given them
mo isened wi th a l ittle wa ter bu t to my asto n ishment found
tha t they wo u l d no t eat it but prefered the b a rk o f the co tto n
wo o d whi ch fo rms the p rincip a ll a rt ic le o f fo o d usua l l y given
them by the i r I ndian ma sters in the w inter seaso n ; fo r th is
pu rpo se they cause the t ree to be fe l led by thei r women a nd

the ho rses feed o n the boughs and ba rk o f thei r tender
branches . the I ndia ns in o ur ne ighbo u rho o d are freequ ently
p i l fered o f the i r ho rses by the Recares, So uixs a nd Assinni

b o ins a nd therefo re make it an inva riab le ru le to pu t the i r
ho rses in the i r l o dges at n ight. in this s itu a tio n the o n l y fo o d
o f the h o rse co ns ists o f a few sti cks o f the co tto nwo o d from
the s ize o f a man

’

s finger to that o f his arm. the I nd ians are
invariab ly severe r iders, a nd frequent l y have o ccas io n fo r many
days together th ro ugh the who le co u rse o f the day to emplo y
thei r ho rses in pursueing the Bu ffa lo e o r t ranspo rting meat to

thei r v ilages du ring whi ch time they are se l dom su ffered to

tast fo o d ; at n ight the H o rse retu rned to his sta l l wh ere his
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day
— co l d mo rn ing the after pa rt o f the Day wo rm,

Camped o n a Sand p o int nea r the mo u th o f a Creek o n the

SW . Side We Ca l l hunting Creek , I tu rned o u t wi th the

hunters I ki l led 2 Dee r the hu nters ki l led an Elk
,
Buffa low

Bu l l , 8: 5 D eer . all M eager

4
‘
.

h Day
— hunted the two b o ttoms nea r the Camp Ki l led

9 Elk, 1 8 D eer, b ro ugh t to camp all the mea t fi t to ca te, 8:
had the b o nes taken o u t. every man ingaged e ither in hunt
ing o r Co l lect ing 8: pa cking the mea t to Camp

Day
— Despa tched o ne o f the pa rty o ur interp eter 85 2

french men with the 3 ho rses lo aded wi th the best o f the mea t

to the fo rt 44 mi les D istan t, the rema in ing meat I had packed
o n the 2 Sl ays drawn down to the next po int ab o u t 3 mi les
b e low,

a t th is place I had a ll the mea t co l lected wh ich was
ki l led yesterday 8: had escaped the Wo l ves, Ravin 8: M agpie ;
(wh i ch are verry no umero us abo u t this pla ce) a nd p u t in to a

c lo se p en made o f lo gs to secu re it from the wo l ves b i rds 8:
p ro ceeded o n to a l a rge b o ttom nea r l y o ppo s i t the Chisscheter

(hea rt) River, in th is b o ttom we fo und bu t l itt le game, Great
No . o f Wo lves , o n the h i l ls Saw Severa l p arsels o f Buffa low.

Camped . I ki l led a Buck
Day

— The Buffa low Seen last n igh t p ro vd to be Bu l ls .

lean 8c unfit fo r to make use o f as fo o d, the Distance from
Camp b eing nea rl y 60 mi les a nd the packing o f mea t that dis
ta nce a ttended wi th mu ch dificuelty Deturmined me to retu rn
a nd hunt the po ints ab o ve, we Set o u t o n o ur retu rn and

h a l ted a t an o ld I ndian l o dge 40 mi les be low Fo rt M andan
,

Ki l led 3 Elk, 8: 2 Dee r.
Day

—
a co l d Day w ind b lew ha rd from the N.W. J .

F ie lds go t o ne Of his ea rs fro sed deturmined to lay by and

hu nt to day Kil l ed an E lk 8: 6 deer, all tha t was fi t fo r u se

[o f] this meat I had Bo ned and p u t into a Clo se p en made o f

lo gs .

Day
— the air keen ha l ted a t the o ld Camp we stayed

in o n the 2
"
n igh t a fter we left the Fo rt, expecting to meat the

ho rses a t this Pla ce, ki l led 3 Dee r, Severa l men being nea rl y
o ut o fM o ckerso ns, 8: the h o rses no t retu rn ing deturmined me

to retu rn to the Fo rt o n tomo rrow .
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9 . day .
— Set o u t ea rl y, Saw grea t numbers o f Grouse feed

ing o n the yo ung Wi l lows , o n the Sand ba rs, o ne man I sent
in p ersu te o f a gangue o f E lk Ki l led three nea r the o ld Ricara

Vi l lage, and j o ined a t the fo rt, Sent him back to secu re the

mea t, o ne ma n w ith him. The ice o n the Pa rts o f the r iver
wh i ch was verry ro ugh , as I went down ,

was Smo o the o n my
retu rn , This is o wing to the rise and fa l l o f the wa ter, wh ic h
takes pla ce every day o r two , and Cau sed by part ia l thaws, and
o bstru ctio ns in the passage o f the wa ter thro the Ice, which
frequen t l y a tta ches i tse l f to the bo ttom, the water when ri se
ing fo rses its way thro the cra cks 8: air ho les abo ve the o ld ice,

8: in o ne n igh t becomes a Smo the Su rfa ce o f ice 4 to 6 I nchs
th i ck , the River fa l ls 8: the ice Sink in pla ces with the wa te r
and a tta ches i tse l f to the bo ttom, and when it aga in ri ses to its
fo rmer h ite, frequent l y leav s a Va l ley o f Severa l feet to Suppl y
w ith wa ter to b ring it o n a leave l Surfice . The wa ter o f the
M isso u ri a t th is t ime is Clea r w ith l i ttle t ingue .

I saw Severa l o ld Vi l lages nea r the Chisscheter River o n

enqu irey fo und they were M andan Vi l lages destro yed by the
So us 85 Sma l l Pox, they [were] no umero us a nd l i ved in 6 (9)
Vi l lages nea r tha t p la ce .

of Februa ry Thursday 1 8 05.

The Snow fe l l 3 inches Deep last Nigh t, a fine mo rn ing
,

Despa tched Geo rge Drewyer 8e 3 men, w i th two Slays drawn
by 3 ho rses fo r the M ea t left be low.

q ebrua ry Friday 1 8 05

a t 10 oClo ck P M . last n igh t the men tha t [were] despa tched
yesterday fo r the M eat, re tu rned and info rmed u s tha t a s they
were o n the i r ma rch down a t the distahce o f ab o u t 24 mi les
be l ow the Fo rt (G. Drewyer F rasu re, S Gu tterage, 8: Newmo n

1

wi th a b ro ken Gun). abo u t 1 05 I ndians which they to o k to b e
Soues rushed o n them a nd cu t the i r h o rses from the Slays, tw o

o fwh ich they ca rried Off in grea t hast, the h o rse wa s given
up to the pa rty by the in tersetio n o f an I ndian who a ssum‘f

1 These men were George Dro u i l lard, Robert Fra z ier, Si las Go odrich, and John
Newman . ED.
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Some au tho ri ty o n the o ccas io n , pro bab ly mo re thro fea r o f

h imse l f o r Some o f the I ndia ns be ing ki l led by o ur men who

were no t disp o sed to be Ro bed o f a ll they had tame l y
,

they
a lso fo rced 2 o f the mens kn ives a tamahauk, the man

o b l iged them to retu rn the tamahawk bu t] the kn ives they
ran o ff w ith
We dispatch ed two men to info rm the M andans, and i f any

o f them cho se to pu rsue tho se ro bers , to come down in the

mo rn ing, and j o in Cap
‘ Lewis who in tended to Set o ut w ith a

pa rty o f men Verry ea rly
,
by 1 2 oClo ck the Ch ief o f the

Vi l lage Big Whi te came down, and So o n after o ne o ther Ch ief
and Seve ra l men . The Chief o bserved tha t a ll the yo ung men

o f the 2 Vi l lages were o u t hu nting, and bu t verry fiew guns
were left, Capf Lewis Set o u t a t Sunrise w ith 24 men , to

meet tho se Soues & c. i Seve ra l Indians a ccompa n ied him Some
w i th Bows 8c a rrows Some w i th Spea rs 8: Batt le axes, 2 w ith
fuzees (fusils).

1
the mo rn ing fine The Thermometer Sto o d

a t 1 6
?

be low 0, Naught , vis i ted by 2 o f the Big Bellies th is
even ing

,
o ne Ch ief o f the M andans retu rned from Cap

‘

Lew ises Pa rty nea rl y b l ind , this Compla int is as I am info rm‘f

Commo n a t this Sea so n o f the yea r and cau sed by the reflectio n
o f the Su n o n the ice 8: Snow,

it is cu red by
“

j entilley swet

t ing the pa rt affected , by throw ing Snow o n a ho t Sto ne .

a Ver ry Co ld pa rt o f the n ight o ne man Kil led a ver ry
la rge Red Fox to day

of Februa ry Sa tturday 1 8 05

a fine mo rn ing, vis i ted by bu t fiew I ndians to day , a t

Dusk two o f the I ndians who wint down w i th Capf Lewis
retu rned, So o n after two Others and o ne man (H owa rd) w i th
his feet fro sted, a nd info rmed th a t the Ind? who Commited the
ro berry o f the 2 h o rses was So far a head tha t they cou l d no t

b e o vertaken, they left a number o f pa rs o f M o ckerso ns

wh ich , the M andans knew to be So ues M o ckerso ns, Th i s
wa r pa rty camped ve rry nea r the l ast Camp I made when o n

my hunt ing pa rty, where they left Some Co rn, a s a decep tio n,
w i th a view to indu ce a be l ief tha t they we re Ricarras.

1 F l int-lo ck muskets.
— ED.
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2 1 f,
’Februa ry Thursday 1 8 05

a Delightfull D ay pu t o u t o ur Cl o thes to Sun . Vis i ted by
the big White 8: Big M a n they info rmed me tha t Seve ra l
men o f the i r na t io n was go ne to Co nsu l t thei r M ediso n Sto ne
ab o u t

'

3
'

day ma rch to the So u th West to know what wa s to be
the resu lt o f the ensu ing yea r. . They have grea t co nfidence in
th is sto ne, a nd say tha t it info rms them o f every th ing whic h
is to happen, 8: vis i t it everry Spring 8: Somet imes in the

Summer. They hav eing a rrived a t . the Sto ne give it Smo ke
and pro ceed to the Wo o d a t Some distance to Sleep the next
mo rn ing retu rn to the Sto ne, a nd find ma rks Wh i te 85 ra ised
o n the sto ne representing the peece o r War which they are to

meet wi th , and o ther changes, wh ich they are to meet This
Sto ne has a leave l Su rfa ce o f abo u t 20 feet in Surcumfrance ,
th ick a nd po rus ,

”

and no do ub t has Some minera l qua llites
effected by the Sun .

1

The Big Be l l ies h ave a Sto ne to wh ich they ascribe nea rl y
the Same Vi rtues
Capt Lewis retu rned w i th 2 Slays lo aded w i th meat, a fter

finding tha t he co u l d no t o vertake the So u es War pa rty , (who
had in the i r way distro yed a ll the mea t a t o ne D epo s i t wh i ch I
had made 8: Burnt the Lo dges) deturmined to p ro ceed o n to

the l owe r Depo s i t wh ich he fo und had no t been o bserved by
the So u es he hunted two day Ki l led 36 Deer 8c 14 Elk

,

Severa l o f them so meager, tha t they were unfit fo r u se , the

meet w hich he ki l led a nd th at in the lowe r D epo s it amo u nting
to ab o u t was b ro ught up o n two Slays o ne Drawn by
1 6 men had abo ut o n it

of Februa ry Friday 1 8 05.

a Clo udy mo rn ing, abo u t 1 2 o c l o ck it began to ra in, a nd
Co ntinud fo r a fi ew minite, and tu rned to Snow, and Co n

1 See descript ions of th is “ medic ine stone, and of the ceremo n ies w ith wh ich the
India ns invo ked the spirit suppo sed to dwe l l there, in Lo ng’s Expedition, i , pp . 273,

274 and Maximi l ian’

s Voy age, i i , pp. 459, 4 60. Bo th the M andan a nd M in i
t aree w ere a ccustomed to co nsu l t these o ra c les M a tthew s say s o f the latter (Ethnog .

Hida tsa
,
p . 51 ) The H ida tsa now se ldom refer to it , a nd I do no t th ink they ever

visit it . " ED.
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tinud Snow ing fo r abo u t o ne h o u r, and Clea red away fa i r
The two hu nters left be low a rrived , they ki l led two Elk

, a nd

hu ng them u p o ut o f rea ch o f the Wo lves . The Co a l a

Ricara who is a co nsidarab le Ch ief o f the M andans Vis i ted
us to day , and maney o thers o f the three na tio ns in o u r

neighbo u rho o d .

of Februa ry 1 8 05 Sa tturday

Al l hands emplo yed in Cu tting the Perogues Lo o se from
the i ce, wh i ch wa s nea rl y even w i th thei r to p we fo und great
dificuelty 1n effect ing th is wo rk o w ing to the Different devi
s io ns o f Ice 85 wa ter. a fter Cu tting a s mu ch a s we Co u l d wi th
axes, we had all the I ro n we Co u ld get, 8: some axes pu t o n

lo ng po les and p icked thro ugh the ice, under the first wa ter,
wh ich was no t mo re the [tha n] 6 o r 8 inches Deep , we dis

engaged o ne Perogu e, and nea rl y disengaged the in Co u rse
o f this .day wh ich has been wo rm 8c pleasent vis’ed by a No

o f I ndians, Jessomme 8c familey went to the Shoe I ndians
Villag to day
The fa the r o f the Bo y wh o se feet were fro sed nea r this p lace

,

and nea r ly Cu red by u s, to o k him home in a S lay .

Februa ry Sunday 1 8 05

The Day fine, we Commenced ve ry ea rl y to day the Cu t
t ing lo o se the bo a t which was mo re difi cuelt tha n the Perogus

w i th grea t exertio ris a nd wi th the ass istance o f Grea t p rises we
lo usened her, a nd tu rned the Seco nd p erogu e u po n the ice,
ready to Draw o u t, in lo u sening the b o a t from the ice Some

o f the Co rking drew o u t whi ch Cau sed her to Leake fo r a fiew

minits unti l l we Desco vered the Leake 8c Sto ped it. Jessomme

o u r in terp eter 8c familey retu rned fro
‘

m ' the Vil lages Severa l
I ndians v is it us to day

257:of Februa ry Monday 1 8 05

We fixed a Windlass and Drew‘

up the two Perogues o n the

u pper ba nk , and a ttemp ted the Bo at, bu t the Ro ap , wh i ch we
h ade made o f Elk skins p ro ved to o weak 8: b ro ke Seve ra l
t imes. n igh t Comeing o n o b l iged us to leave her in a Si tua tio n
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bu t l i ttle advanced . We were v is i ted by the Bla ck mo ckerso n

Chief o f the l ittle Vi l lage o f the Big Be l l ies, the Ch ief o f the
Sho e Ind? a nd a numbe r o f o the rs tho se Chiefs gave u s Some
meat which they packed o n th ei r w ives, and o ne requ ested a

ax to be made fo r his Su n , M
'
. (Ro o t) Bunch , o ne o f the under

traders fo r the hudso ns Bay Company . o ne o f the Big Be l l ies
a sked l eave fo r himself 8c his two w ives to Stay

‘

a ll n igh t, wh ich
was granted , a lso two Bo ys S tayed a ll n igh t

, o ne the Sun o f

the B lack Ca t .
The Day has b een exceedingly p leasent

26“ Februa ry Tuesday 1 8 05

a fine Day Commenced verry ea rly in makeing p repara
t io ns fo r drawing up the Bo a t o n the bank , a t Sunset by
Repea ted exert io ns

'

the who le day , we a ccomp l ished th is
tro u blesom task, ju st as we were fixed fo r h au l ing the Bo a t,
the ice gave way nea r us fo r ab o u t 1 00 yd‘ in length . a numbe r
o f I ndians here to day to See the B o at r ise o n the Bank .

if Februa ry Wednesday 1 8 05

a find day , prepa ring the To o ls to make p erogu es a ll day .

a fi ew I ndians Vis it u s to day , o ne the la rgest Indian I ever
Saw, 8: a s l a rge a man as ever I saw, I commence a M ap o f

the Co untrey o n the M isso uries 8: its wa ter 8zc . 8cc.

of Februa ry Thursday 1 8 05

a fi ne mo rn ing two men o f the NW Compy a rr ive w i th letters
a nd Sackacomah

,

l
a lso a Ro o t and to p o f a p lant, presented by

MTH aney , fo r the Cu re o f M ad D o gs Snakes 8cc. and to be

fo und 8: u sed as fo l lows v iz : this ro o t is fo und o n the h igh
lands a nd a sent o f h i l ls, the way o f u seing it is to sca ri fy the
pa rt when b itten to chu o r po und an inch o r mo re i f the ro o t
is Sma l l , and apply ing it to the b itten pa rt renewing it twi ce a

1 Pro bab ly a co rrupt fo rm o f sa ca commis, a name appl ied to the bear-berry (Arc
tostaphy los) , of which the Indians eat the berry , and often use the bark in preparing the
smo k ing-mixture ca l led hinnihinich. ED.
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Ma rch Friday 1 8 05

a fine Day I am ingaged in Co pying a M ap ,
1 men bu i ld

ing p erogus, makeing Ro pes, Bu rn ing C o a l , H anging up mea t

8c makeing ba ttle axes fo r Com

2
“

of Ma rch 1 8 05 Sa tturday

a fi ne Day the river b rake up in pla ces a ll engaged ab ou t

Someth ing M T

L aRocgue a Clerk o f the NW Company vis i t
u s, he has la tterley retu rned from the E stab l ishments o n the

Assinnibo in River, wi th M erchindiz e to ta rade w ith I ndians.

M .

r L in fo rms u s the N .W . 8: XY2 Compan ies have j o ined,
8: the head o f the N .W, C? is Dead M EM ? Tavish o f M o ntrea l ,
v is ited by the Co a l 8: Seve ra l I ndians .

of Ma rch Sunday 1 8 05

a fi ne Day Wind from the NW, a l a rge flo ck o f Ducks
pass up the Rive r vis ited by the b l ack Cat

,
Chief o f the

M andans 2
? Ch ief and a Big Be l ley , th ey Stayed bu t a Sho rt

t ime we info rmed tho se C hiefs o f the news rec[e]ved from the

Reca t a s, a ll hands emp lo yd.

Ma rch Monday 1 8 05 Fort Ma nda n

a c lo udy mo rn ing w ind from the NW the after pa rt o f the
day Clea r, v is ited by the Bla ck Ca t 8: Big wh ite, who

b ro ugh t a Sma l l p resent o fmeat, an Engage o f the NW Co :

Came fo r a ho rse, and requested in the name o f the woman o f

the principa l o f his D epa rtment some Si l k o f th ree Co lo u rs,
wh ich we fu rn ished . The Assinnibo ins who vis i ted the

Mandans a fi ew days ago , retu rned and a ttempted to take
h o rses o f the M inetarees 8: were fi red o n by them.

1 The severa l maps made by Clark during the expedit io n w i l l b e found e i ther in
the vario us text vo lumes o f th is series, o r in the accompa ny ing a t las . ED.

1 Rega rding the No rth W est Company , see p . 206 , note 1
, ante. The X Y

Company (a lso known as New No rthwest Company) wa s fo rmed in 1 795, by Mo n

trea l mercha nts who seceded from the North W est Company , ma in ly o n acco unt of

the arb itra ry a cts o f its ch ief, Simon M cTavish ; his dea th (Ju ly , led to the

u n io n o f the two companies, o n the 5th o f No vember fo l low ing . See Bry ce
’

s Hist.

H. B. Co. pp . 1 47
- 1 53. T he agreement o f No v . 5 is g iven by Masson (Bourg .

N.
-O. , i i , pp . 4 8 2 ED.
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Ma rch Tuesday 1 8 05

A fine Day , Thermometer at 40
°

ab o ve 0 . Seve ra l I ndians
Vis it us to day o ne frenchma n Cro ss to jo in a I ndian, the
two to pass th ro ugh by Land to the Rica ras w ith a Letter to
M ? Tabbow

61? of Ma rch Wednesday 1 8 o 5

a c loudy mo rning 8: Smo key all Day from the bu rn ing o f
the pla ins, wh i ch was set o n fi re by the M ineta rries fo r an

ea r ly cro p o f Gra ss , a s an enducement fo r the Buffalow to feed
o n, the ho rses wh ich was Sto len Some t ime ago by the Assin

nibo ins from the M eneta rries were retu rned yesterday . Vis ited
by Oh-ha rh o r the Litt le fox 2

? Chief o f the l owe r Vi l l age o f

the M e ne ta r rees . o ne man Shannon Cu t his fo o t w ith the

ads [adze] in wo rking a t the p ero gue, Geo rge 85 Grav elene

go to the Vi l lage
,

the r iver rise a l itt le to day .

7ff' q a rch Thursday 1 8 05

a l i ttle c lo udy and windey , NE . the Coa l Vis ited u s with a

Si ck ch ild
, to whome I gave Some o f rushes 1 p i l ls . Shabo u nar

retu rned th is even ing from the Gro ss Ven tres 8c info rmed tha t
a ll the nat io n had retu rned from the hunt ing

'

he (o ur M ene

tarre in terp eter) had rece ived a present from MEChabo illez o f

the N .W . Company o f the fo l lowing a rt i c les 3 Bra ce
2
o f Clo th

I B ra ce o f Sca rlet a p ar Co rdu ro y o v era l ls I Vests 1 Bra ce Blu
Clo th

,
I Bra ce red o r Sco rlet with 3 b a rs, 200 ba l ls 8: Powder,

2 b rac [e] s To bacco , 3 Kn i ves .

of Ma rch Friday 1 8 05

a fair M o rn ing co l d and Windey , .wind from the East,

vis ited by the Greesey head 85 a Ricara to day , tho se men

gave Some a cco unt o f the I ndians nea r the ro ckey M ou nta ins
a yo ung I ndian (M ineta rre) same na t io n 85 differen t vi l lage,

1 Pro bab ly referring to Dr. Benjamin Rush, o f Phi ladelphia , o ne o f the mo st no ted

phy sic ia ns o f his day ( 1 745 ED.

2 A pho net ic rendering o f “ bra sse , a French measure common ly used in Canada ,
a nd equ iva lent to Eng l ish feet. Sca rlet c lo th was especia l ly va lued by the
Indians . ED.
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Sto le the Doughter o f the B lack man (M anda n), he went

to his vi l lage to o k his h o rse 86 retu rned 8: to o k away his
do ughter

1

97:of Ma rch Sa tturday 1 8 05

a Cl o udy Co ld and windey mo rn ing w ind from the N o rth .

I wa l ked u p to See the Pa rty tha t is makeing Pero gues , ab o u t

5 mi les abo ve th is, the w ind h a rd and Co ld o n my way up I
met the (The Borgne) M a in Chief o f the M a ne tar res, w ith
fo u r I ndians o n the i r way to see u s

, (see note of 9 M a rch after
M a r I requ ested him to pro ceed o n to the fo rt

,

where he wo u l d fi nd Capf Lewis I sho u ld b e there myse lf in
co rse o f a fiew ho u rs, Sen t the in terp iter b a ck w ith him
and p ro ceeded o n myse l f to the Cano es fo u nd them nea rly
fin [i] shed , the t imber verry bad (Qu x), after v is it ing all the

p erogues where I fo und a number Of I ndians, I wind [went]
to the upper manda n Vi l lage 8: Smo ked a p ipe (the grea test
ma rk o f friendsh ip and a ttent io n) w i th the Chief and retu rned .

o n my retu rn fo und the M anetarree Chief abo u t Setting o ut

o n his retu rn to his Vil l age, having reciv ed o f Cap ta in M .

Lewis a M edel Go rget armban [d]s, a F lag Sh i rt, sca rlet 8cc.

8 m. 8 m. fo r wh i ch he was muc h p leased
,

th o se th ings were
given in pla ce o f Su ndery a rti cles Sent to him whi ch he Sa is he
did no t rece ive, 2 guns were fi red fo r th is Great man .

2

r u ff: of Ma rch Sunday 1 8 05.

a co l d winday Day , we are vis ited by the B lack M o cker
so ns, Ch ief Of the 2

? M inetarre Vil l age and the Chief o f the
Sh o eman Vil l age (Shoe or M ocassin Tr s) o r M ah ha ha V .

(Wa tta ssoans) tho se Ch iefs Stayed a ll day and the l a tter all
n ight, and gave us man [y] Strang[e] a ccounts o f his na tio n 8cc.

1 M ore c learly wo rded by Biddle ( i , p . thus : “ The fa ther went to the

vi l lage a nd fo und his daughter, whom he bro ught home, and to o k w ith him a ho rse
be lo ng ing to the o ffender this la st by way o f reprisa l , a ccording to Indian custom,

which is pract ical ly law amo ng them.
— ED.

1 This chief had lo st an eye , hence his nickname of Le Borgne (“ the o ne-eyed
B iddle inserts severa l curio us inc idents i l lustra ting the chara cter o f th is chief, who w a s
unusua l ly fero c ious and unscrupu lo us . See Bra ckenridge, 7ourna l of a Voy age up
the Riv er Missouri (Ba lt imore, p . 26 1 , fo r an a ccount of Le Bo rgne . ED.
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1 37: of Ma rch Wednesday 1 8 05

a fine da y vis ited by M EM ? Kinzey o ne o f the Clerks o f

the NW . Comp aney , the river riseing a li tt le . M a ney Ind?
here '

to day a ll anxiety fo r war axes the Smiths have no t an

ho u r o f I d le t ime to Spea r w ind SW .

1 47:Ma rch Thursday 1 8 05.

a fine day Set all ha nds to She l l ing Co rn 8cc. MEM 3 Kin

sey leave u s to day M a ny India ns a s u sial. w ind west r iver
St i l l riseing .

of Ma rch Fr iday 1 8 05

a fine day I pu t o u t a ll the go o ds, 8: Pa rch[ed] mea l
C lo thing 8cc to Sun , a number o f Indians h ere to day they
make maney rema rks respect ing o ur go o ds 8cc . Set Some

men abo u t H u l l ing Co rn 8zc .

1 67: of Ma rch Sa tturday 1 8 05

a clo udy day w ind from the S.E . o ne
° Indian mu ch dis

p leased w ith wh ite—ho use fo r Strikeing his hand when ea t ing
,

with a Spo o n fo r b ehaving badly . M .

r Ga rrow show
’

s u s the

way the reca t as made thei r la rge Beeds.

[ L ew is
M ? Ga rrow a F ren chman who has l i ved many yea rs wi th

the Ricares 8c M anda ns Shewed u s the p ro cess u sed by tho se
Indians to make beads . the disco very o f th is art these natio ns
are sa i d to have derived from the Snake I ndians who have
been taken priso ners by the Ricaras . the art is kep t a secret
by the Indians amo ng themse l ves a nd is y et known to bu t few

o f them. the Pro sess is as fo l l ows .

“ Ta ke glass o f a s many
different co lo u rs as y o u th ink pro per, then po und it a s fine as

p o ssib le, pu ting each co lo u r in a sepera te vesse l . wash the

p ounded Glass in severtal wa ters th rowing o ff the wa ter a t

1 Th is entry , w ritten by Lew is under da te of March 1 6, is in the MS. inserted
after the entry fo r March 2 1 . ED.
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each washing, co ntinue th is o ppera tio n as lo ng as the po u nded
glass Sta ins o r co lo urs the wa ter which is po u red o ff and the

res iduum is then p repared fo r u ce . y ou then pro vide an

ea rthen p o t o f co nven ient s ize say o f th ree ga l lo ns wh ich wi l l
stand the fi re ; a platter a lso o f the same mate ria l sufliciently
sma l l to be admi tted in the mo u th o f the p o t o r j ar. the p o t

has a n i tch in it’s edge th ro ugh wh ich to wa tch the beads when
in b last . Yo u then p ro vide some we l l seaso ned clay wi th a

pro po rtio n o f sand sufficient to p revent it’s becoming very
ha rd when expo sed to the

'

heat. th is c lay must be tempered
w i th water un ti l l it is ab o ut the co nsistency o f commo n do e.

o f this clay yo u then p repa re, a suffi cient number o f l i ttle
st i cks o f the s iz e you wish the h o le through the bead, whi ch

y ou do by ro l ing the clay o n the pa lm o f the ha nd with yo u r
finger. th is do ne pu t th o se st i cks o f cl ay o n the p latter and
expo se them to a red hea t fo r a few minu tes when y o u take
them o ff and suffer them to co o l . the p o t is a lso hea ted to

c les [c leanse] it perfectl y o f a ny fi lth it may co nta in . sma l l
ba l ls o f clay are a lso mad [e] o f abo u t a n o unce weight wh ic h
serve each as a pedesta l fo r a bead. these whi le so ft ar des

t ribu ted o ver the face o f the platter a t su [c]h distance from
each o ther as to p revent the beads from tou ch ing. s ome l ittle
wo o den paddles are now p ro vided from three to fou r inches in
length sha rpened o r b ro ugh t to a po int a t the extremity o f the

handle . w ith this paddle y o u pla ce in the pa lm o f the hand
as much o f the wet 'p o unded glass as is necessa ry to make the

bead o f the s ize y o u wish it. it is then a rranged wi th the

paddle in an o b lo ng from [fo rm] , laying o ne o f tho se l i ttle
st i ck o f c lay cro sswise o ver it ; the po unded glass by means o f

the paddle is then ro ped in cilindrical fo rm a rro und the sti ck
o f clay and gentl y ro led by mo t io n o f the h and backwards an

fo rwa rds unt i l l y o u get it as regu la r and smo o th as yo u co n

v eniently can . i f y o u w ish to intro du ce any o ther co lo u r yo u
now purfo rate the su rfa ce o f the bead with the po inted end o f

yo u r l ittle paddle and fi l l up the cavity w i th o ther po unded
glass o f the co lo u r y o u wish fo rming the who le as regu la r as
y o u can . a ho le is now made in the center o f the l i ttle p ed
estals o f clay w ith the handle o f you r sho ve l suffi ciently la rge
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to admit the end o f the st i ck o f cl ay a rro und which the b ead is
fo rmed . the beads are then a rra nged pe rpendicu la rl y o n the i r
pedesta ls and l i ttle distance abo ve them su ppo rted by the l itt le
sti cks o f clay to wh i ch they are atta tched in the manner befo re
men t io ned . thu s a rranged the p la tter is depo s ited o n bu rn ing
co a ls o r ho t embers and the p o t reversed w ith the app artu re in

its edge tu rned towa rds co vers the who le . dry wo o d p retty
mu ch do a ted (doughted)

1 is then p lased a rro n [a ro und] the p o t
in sush ma nner as comp lea tly to co ver it [I t] is then set o n

fi re and the o pp era to r mu st sh o rtl y after begin to wa tch his
b eads th ro ugh the app arture o f the p o t le[s]t they sh o u l d b e
distro yed by be ing o ver hea ted . he suffers the b eads to

a cqu i re a deep red hea t from wh ich when it p asses in a sma l l
degree to a p ailer o r wh i tish red

,
o r he disco vers tha t the b eads

b egin to become po inted at the i r upper extremi ties he remo ves
the fire from abo u t the p o t and suffers the who le to co o l grad
u a lly . the p o t is then remo ved and the beads taken o u t . the

c l ay wh i ch fi l ls the ho l low o f the beads is p i cked o u t w i th an

awl o r nedle . the bead is then fi t fo r u ce. The India ns are

extreemly fo nd o f the l a rge beads fo rmed by this pro cess .

they u se them a s pendants to the i r yea rs, o r ha i r and some

t imes wea r them abou t thei r necks .

2

[ Cl a rk of Ma rch Sunday

a windey Day attempted to air o ur go o ds 8cc. M .

’

Chabo nah Sent a frenchman o f o u r pa rty [to say] tha t he
was So rry fo r the fo o l ish pa rt he had acted and i f we pleased
he wo u ld a ccomp any u s agreeab ley to the terms we had p er

po sed and do e every thing we w ished him to do e 8cc . 8cc . he

1 A va riant o f “ do ted, which Century Dictiona ry regards a s a n Eng l ish p ro
v incia lism ; it mea ns “ decay ed,

"

o r “ ro tted.

“
Co ues sta tes tha t he had hea rd

this wo rd in No rth Caro l ina , a ppl ied to trees dead a t the to p , a lso to lumber prepared
from unso und trees. — ED.

9 Ca t l in a lso ment io ns th is manufacture o f g la ss beads by the Ma ndans , a nd the ir
exclus ive po ssess io n o f the art (N. Amer . Inds .

, i i , p . But Ma tthews say s that

the Ari kara women a lso have it he th inks tha t these peoples made g lazed earthen
o rnaments before the wh ites came amo ng them (Hida tsa , pp . 22, ED.
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z xffMa rch Thursday 1 8 05

a Clo udy Day Some Snow, the men Ca rried the rema in ing
Cano es to the River, a nd a ll except 3 left to ta ke ca re 8c com

p lete the Cano es returned to the fort w ith thei r baggage, o n

my retu rn to day to the Fo rt I came o n the po ints o f the h igh
hi l ls, Saw an emence qu ant i ty o f Pumi ce Sto ne o n the Sides
8: fo o t o f the h i l ls a nd emence beds o f Pumi ce Sto ne nea r the
To ps o f the [m] , wi th evident ma rks o f the H i l ls hav eing o nce
been o n fire, I Co l lected Some [o f] the different [so rts] i. e .

S to ne Pumi ce Sto ne 8: a ha rd ea rth , and pu t them into a

fu rna ce, the ha rd ea rth me lted and glazed the o thers two a nd

the ha rd Clay became a pumi ce Sto ne Glazed . I co l lected
Some plants 8cc.
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C H A P T E R V I I

FROM FOR T MANDAN TO TH E YE LLOWSTONE
Clark's Journa l , March 22— April 27, 1 805
Lewis’s j o urnal, Apri l 7—27

[ C la rk 23 (22 mista ke) of Ma rch Fr iday 1 8 05

CLOUDY Day vis i ted by M
"
. La [ro ]ck, M

‘Kinsey
1

8c the 2
? Chief o f the Big be l l ies, the white wo l f and

many o ther M ina taries, we Gave a M eda l Some

C lo thes and wamp om to the a [nd] Chief and Del ivered a

Speach , wh ich they all appea red we l l p leased '

with in the even
ing the men Danced M .

‘

Jessomme displeased .

(23) q a rch Sa tturday 1 8 05

after Brackfast M5 La Ro cke and MTM °Kinsey and the

Cheifs 8: men o f the M inetarras leave u s. So o n a fter we were
Vis i ted ‘

by a Bro ther o f the Burnia (of the Borgne, or one ey ed

chief of the M enita rees ) who gave us a Vo cabu la ry o f his

Langu age .

2
the Co a l 8: many o ther M a ndans also vis it u s to

day a fi nd Day in the fo re part in the even ing a l itt le ra in
8: the fi rst this winter .

1 Mr. La Ro cque and I became int ima te w ith the gent lemen of the American
expeditio n , who o n a ll o ccas io ns seemed ha ppy to see us , and a lw ay s trea ted us w ith
c ivi l ity and k indness. It is true, Capta in Lew is Co u ld ncit ma ke h imse lf agreeab le to
us. He co u ld spea k fluently and learnedly o n a ll subjects, but his invetera te dis
po sit io n aga inst the Brit ish sta ined, at least in o ur ey es, a ll his e lo quence. Capta in
Clarke wa s equa l ly w e l l info rmed, b ut his conversa t io n was a lway s plea sant, fo r he
seemed to disl i ke g i ving o ffence unnecessari ly . M ACKENZ IE (M a sso n

’

s Bourg .

N.
-O. , i , p.
2 A s the Indians cou ld no t we l l comprehend the intent ion o f recording the ir wo rds ,

they co nc luded tha t the Americans had a w icked design upo n the ir co untry
M ACKENZ IE (ut supra , p .
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of Ma rch Sunday 1 8 05.

a Cl o u dy mo rn ing w ind from the NE the after pa rt o f the

Day fa i r, Severa l I ndians vis it u s to day , p rep areing to Set

o u t o n our j o u rney , Saw Swans 8: Wild Gees flying N .E .

th is even ing.

of Ma rch Monday 1 8 05

a fi ne Day wind S.W. bu t fiew Ind? Vi sit u s to
'

day the Ice

hav eing b ro ken up in Severa l p la ces, The ice b egan to b rake
away thi s even ing a nd wa s nea r dest ro ying o u r Cano es a s th ey
were dec[e]nding to the fo rt, river ro se o n ly 9 I nches to day
p rep a reing to Depa rt.

(26) of Ma rch Tuesday 1 8 05

The river cho ked up wi th ice o ppo s it to u s a nd b ro ke away
in the even ing ra ised o n l y Inch all emp lo yed p rep a reing
to Set o u t .

(27) q a rch Fr iday (Wednesday ) 1 8 05
a windey B lustering Day Wind S W ice runn ing the [ice]
Blo cked up in v iew fo r the Space o f 4 hou rs and gave way
lea veing grea t qu an t i ty o f ice o n the Sha l low Sand ba rs . had

all the Cano es co rked [ca l ked] pi tched 8c t ined in and o n the

cracks a nd windshake wh i ch is univ ersially in the Co tto n wo o d .

(28 ) of Ma rch Sa tturday (Thursday ) 1 8 05

The ice has sto ped runn ing owing to Som o bstickle abo ve,
repa re the Bo a t 8: Perogues, and p rep areing to Set o u t bu t

few Indians visit u s to day they a re now a ttending o n the

river bank to Catch the flo a t ing Buffalow

(29) of Ma rch Sunday (Friday ) 1 8 05
The o bstickle b ro ke away abo ve 8: the ice came down in

grea t quant i ties the river ro se 13 inches the last 24 ho u rs I
o bserved extro danary dexteri ty o f the Indians in jump ing from
o ne cake o f ice to ano ther, fo r the pu rpo se o f Ca tch ing the
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Ap ril the Thursday (Wednesday ) 1 8 05

a wh ite fro st th is mo rn ing, Some ice o n the edge o f the

wa ter
,
a fi ne day Pa ck u p a nd prepa re to lo ad

o bserved e
q
ua l a lt itudes o f the Ow ith Sex tant a nd a rt ificia l ho riz en

A.M . 7 H .
- 51 m - 15.s . RM . 5 h.

- 1 m.
- 22 s.

“

52
“

52-5 5 “

3 3
°

54 ”

3° ' 5 ‘

4 1

a ltitude p roduc
’
d from this o bservation is 36

°

31 Cbronom~

iter to o fast 32 minits

o bserved T ime a nd D ista nce o f O.

‘ 8c
’

32 nearest limbs w ith the

Sextant and Chro nomiter Sun west .

Dista nce

La Ro cke 8c M ‘Kinsey Clerk to the N W . Comp .

’Visit
u s . M .

r M ‘Kinz ey wishes to Get p ay fo r his ho rse l o st in
o ur Service th is Winter and o ne o f wh ich o ur men were ro bed
th is winter by the Teto ns, we Sha l l p ay this man fo r his

ho rse . we are a ll day engaged pa cking up Sundery a rt i c les
to be sent to the Presi dent o f the U .S.

l

Box N?
1 , co nta ins the fo llow ing artic les i . e .

In pa ckage N
‘2

3 8c 4 Ma le 81 fema le antelo pe, w ith the ir Skelito ns.

1 Some of the art ic les were lo ng o n exhib it ion a t Mont ice l lo . Others passed to

Pea le’s museum in Ph i ladelph ia , and there some o f the spec imens are st i l l to b e fo und.

See no te by W itmer Stone, o n Z o o logy o f the Lew is a nd Clark Expedition, " in
Sc ient ific Da ta Z oo logy ,” Vo l. vi o f the present wo rk. ED.
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N?

7 8c 9 the ho rns o f two mule o r Bla ck ta i led deer. a Mandan bow

an[d] quiver o f arrows w ith some Reca ra
’

s t ob acco seed.

N
9

1 1 a Ma rt in Sk in
,
Co nta in ing the ta il o f a Mu le Deer, a weasel

and three Squirels from the Ro c key mo unta ins .

N
9

1 2, The bo nes 8c Ske leto n o f a Sma l l burrow ing wo lf o f the
Praries the Sk in be ing lo st by accedent .

N?

99 . The Skelito n o f the white and Grey ba re.

Box N
<3

2
,
Co nta ins 4 Buffalow Robes

,
and a ear o fMandan Co rn .

The la rge Trunk Co nta ins a ma le 8: fema le Bra ro o r burrow ing dog
o f the Pra ire a nd the fema le’s Skeliton .

a carro te o f Ricara s Toba cco

a red fox Skin Co nta in ing a M agpie

N
9
14 Minitarras Buffa low ro be Co nta in ing Some a rticles o f Indian

dress .

N
9

15 a manda n robe co nta ining two burrowing Squirels, a wh ite
w ea sel and the Skin o f a Lo ucirv ia . a lso

1 3 red fox Skins.

1 White Hare Skin &c .

4 ho rns o f the mo unta in ram

1 Robe represent ing a ba t tle between the Sio ux 8c Rica ra s aga inst
the Minetares and

i

Mandans.

In Box N
°

3.

No ? 1 8c 2 the Skins o f theMa le 8: fema le Antelo pe w ith the i r Skel
eto ns. 8c the Skin o f a Yel low Bea r wh ich I o bta ined from the Sieoux

N?

4 . Box. Spec imens o f p lants numbered from I . to 67.

Spec imens o fPlants numbered from I to 60 .

1 Earthen po t Such as the Mandans manufacture and use fo r cu linary
purpo ses .

1

I T in b ox co nta in ing insects mice 8 m.
a Spec imine o f the fur o f the a nt i lo pe .

a Specimo n o f a p lant, and a parce l o f its ro o ts b igly p rized by the na

tives a s an eflica tio us remidy in ca ses o f the b ite o f the ra tt le Snake o r

Mad Dog .

1 Ca t l in says (N. Amer . Iuds . , pp. 260, 26 1 ) that spec imens of the po ttery taken
from the buria l mo unds in Ohio “ were to b e seen in grea t numbers in the use o f the

Mandans and scarcely a day in the summer
, when the visito r to their vi l lage wo u ld

I no t see the w omen a t wo rk w ith the ir hands a nd fingers, mo ulding them from b lack
c la y , into va ses, cups, pitchers, and po ts, and ba king them in their l itt le k i lns in the
sides o f the h i l l , o r under the bank of the river. “ ED.
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In a la rge Trunk
1

Skins o f a ma le and fema le Braro , o r burrow ing Dog o f the Pra r ie,
w ith the Skeleto n o f the fema le .

I Sk in o f the red fox Co nta in ing a Magp ie
2 Cased Skins o f the wh i te hare .

I M initarra Bufi
‘

a low ro be Co nta ining Some a rtic les o f Indian
Dress.

1 Manda n Buffa low ro be Co nta in ing a dressed Lo usirva Skin, and
2 ca sed Skins o f the Burrow ing Squirel o f the Praries .

13 red fox Skins
4 Ho rns o f the Mo unta in Ram

,
o r big born .

I Buffa low robe p a inted by a mandan man rep resent ing a ba tt le
fo ught 8 years S ince by the Sio u x 8: Reca ras aga inst the mandans,

me ni ta rra s Ah wah ha rw ays . (Mandans &c . o n ho rseback

Cage N
9

6 .

Co nta ins a liveing burrow ing Squirel o f the praries

Cage N
?

7.

Co nta ins 4. liveing M agp ies

Cage N9 9 .

Co nta in ing a liveing hen o f the Pra irie
a la rge pa r o f E lks ho rns co nta ining [conta ined, i . e.,

held together
ED.] by the fro nta l bo ne.

Ap ril the r 8 05 Wednesday (Thursday )

a b lustering windey Day the Clerks o f the N W Co . leave
u s, we are a rrangeing all th ings to Set o u t . 8:c.

Ap ril the 1 8 05 Thursday (Friday )
we have o ur 2 p erogues 8: Six Cano es lo aded w i th o ur Sto res
pro vis io ns, principa l l y p ro visio ns . the w ind verry high from

the NW . a number o f M andans Vis i t u s to day
2

1 Repet it io n o f the co ntents of the large trunk, mentio ned abo ve. ED.

9 Ga ss here ment io ns the preva lence o f l icent iousness amo ng the Indians o n the

M is souri. ED.

[ 282 ]



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apri l 7

who speaks the Ricara langu age extreemly we l l , has been im
plo yed to co nduct a few o f the Reca ra Chiefs to the sea t o f

go vernment who h ave p romised us to decend in the ba rge to
S': Liwis w ith tha t V iew.

At same moment tha t the Ba rge depa rted from Fo rt M an

dan, Capt. Cla rk emba[r]ked with o ur pa rty and p ro ceeded up
the River. as I had u sed no exercise fo r severa l weeks , I
determined to wa l k o n sho re as far a s o ur encampment o f th is
even ing ; a cco rdingly I co nt inued my wa l k o n the N . s ide o f

the River ab o u t sixmi les, to the upper Vi l lage o f the M andans,
and ca l led o n the B lack Cat o r Po se-co p

'
—se-ha

'

, the grea t ch ief
o f the M andans ; he was no t a t home ; I rested myse l f a [few]
m inu tes, a nd finding that the pa rty had no t a rrived I retu rned
abo u t 2 mi les a nd j o ined them a t the i r encampment o n the N .

s ide o f the ri ver o ppo s ite the lower M andan vi l lage. Our
pa rt[y] now co ns isted o f the fo l lowing I ndividua ls . Serg" .

Jo hn Ordway , Na than ie l Prio r, 8: Patri c Ga ss ; Priva tes, Wil
l iam B ra tto n, Jo hn Co lter, Reubin, and Jo seph F ie lds, Jo hn
Shie l ds, Geo rge Gib so n, Geo rge Shanno n, Jo hn Po tts, J o hn
Co l l ins, Jo seph Wh i tehou se, Richa rd Windso r, Alexander
Wi l la rd , H ugh H a l l , S ilas Go o dri ch, Ro bert F raz ier, Peter
Cro uza tt, Jo hn Bap tiest la Page, F rancis Labiech, H ue

Wil l iam Warner, Thomas P . H owa rd , Peter Wiser, and Jo hn
B . Thompso n . Interp reters, Geo rge Drewyer a nd Tauasant

Charbo no a lso a B la ck man by the name o f Yo rk, servant
to Capt. Cla rk, an I ndian Woman wife to Charbo no w ith a

yo ung ch i ld, and a M andan man who had p romised us to

a ccompany u s as far as the Snake I ndia ns wi th a view to b ring
abou t a go o d understanding and friendly intercou rse between
tha t nat io n and his own, the M inetares and Ahwahharways.

Our vesse ls co ns isted o f six sma l l cano es, and two la rge

p erogu es . This l itt le fleet a lth o ’ no t qu ite so risp ectable as

tho se o f Co lumbus o r Capt. Co o k, were st i l l v iewed by u s

w i th a s mu ch p leasu re as tho se deservedly famed adventu rers
ever behel d the i rs ; and I da re say wi th qu i te as much anxiety
fo r thei r safety and preserva tio n . we were now abo u t to pene
t rate a country a t least two th o usand mi les in w i dth , o n which
the fo o t o f civi l ized man had never tro dden ; the go o d o r evi l
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it had in sto re fo r u s was fo r experiment y et to determine, and
these l i tt le v essells co nta ined every a rti c le by wh i ch we were
to expect to subs ist o r defend o u rse lves. h owever, a s the

sta te o f mind in whi ch we are, genera l l y gives the co lo u ring to
events, when the immagina tio n is suffered to wander into
fu tu rity , the pi ctu re whic h now presented i tse l f to me was a

mo st p leas ing o ne . enterta [in] ing as I do , the mo st co nfident
ho pe o f su cceeding in a vo yage which had fo rmed a da[r] l ing
proj ect o f mine fo r the last ten yea rs, I cou l d bu t esteem this
moment o fmy depa rtu re as amo ng the mo st

-happy o fmy l ife .

The pa rty are in exce l lent hea lth and sperits , zea lo us l y a ttached
to the enterprise, a nd anxious to pro ceed ; no t a wh isper o f
mu rmur o r disco ntent to be hea rd amo ng them,

bu t a ll act in

un iso n, and wi th the mo st p erfict h a rmo ny . I to o k a n ea rl y
supper this even ing and went to bed. Capt. Cla rk myse l f the
two Interp retters a nd the woman and ch i l d s leep in a tent o f

dressed skins . this tent is in the Indian sti le, fo rmed o f a

number o f dressed Buffa lo e skins sewed to gethe r wi th sinues .

l

it is cu t in su ch manner that when fo alded do ub le it fo rms the
qu a rter o f a c i rcle

,
and is left o pen a t o ne s ide here it may be

a tta tched o r lo o sened a t p lea su re (211) by strings wh ich are

sewed to its s ides fo r the pu rpo se . to erect th is tent, a p a rsel

o f ten o r twe lve po les a re pro vided, fo re o r fiVe o f whi ch are

a tta tched to gether a t o ne end, they are then eliv a ted and the i r
l ower extremities are spread in a ci rcu la r ma nner to a w i dth
p ro po rt io nate to the dementio n o f the lo dge ; in the same

po s it io n o rther po les are leant aga inst t ho se, and the leathe r is
then thrown o ver them fo rming a co n i c figu re .

[Cl a rk 1] of l
Ap ril Sa tturday [Sunday ] 1 8 05

2

a windey day , The Interp rete r we Sent to the Vil lages re

tu rned w ith Chief o f the Ricara
’

s 8s 3 men o f tha t na tio n ,

1 Ca t l in enumera tes (N. Amer . Iuds. , i, p . 262) the many uses made by the Indians
o f the buffa lo in the ir domest ic economy

— fo r fo od, c lo th ing, implements, w eapo ns,
etc . ED.

9 We o btain Cla rk’s jo urna l from A pri l 7-Ju ly 3, 1 8 05 (except where o therw ise
no ted) from Cla rk-Vo orh is . no te bo o k No . I ; sa ve that the first Clark entry of

April 7 is from Codex C o f the Phi lade lph ia co l lection. ED.
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th is Chief info rmed u s tha t he was Sent by his natio n to know
the desp o sitio ns o f the na tio ns in th is ne ighb o u rho o d in re

spect to the recara
’

s Settleing nea r them, tha t he had no t y et

made tho se a rrangements, he request that we wo u ld sp eek to

the Assinnibo in , 8: Crow Ind
? in thei r favo u r, tha t they wished

to fo l low o ur di recti o ns a nd be a t pea ce w i th all, he viewed
a ll na ti o ns in thi s qua rter we l l d ispo sed excep t the Sio ux . The

w ish o f tho se recat as appea rs to be a junct io n w i th the M andans
M inetarras in a D efens ive war w i th the Sio ux who ro b them

o f every Spece [species] o f p ro perty in Su ch a manner tha t
they canno t l i ve nea r them a ny lo nger. I to l d th is Chief we
were glad to See him, and we viewed his na t io n a s the Du tifull

Chi ldren o f a Grea t father who wo u ld extend his pro tectio n to

a ll tho se who wo u ld o pen the i r ea rs to his go o d advi ce, we

had a l ready Spo ken to the Assinnibo ins, and sh o u l d Specke to
the Crow I ndians i f we sh ou l d see them &c. as to the Sio ux
the i r Great fa th er wo u l d no t let them h ave any mo re go o d
Guns 8:c. wo u ld take ca re to p ro su Su ch mea su rs a s wo u l d
p ro vent tho se Sio ux from M u rd[e r] ing and taking the p ro pe rty
from his du tyfull red Ch i l dren & c . we gave him a certificate
o f his go o d Co nduc t 8: a Sma l l M eda l , a Ca rro t o f To ba cco
and a String o f Womp om. he requ ested that o ne o f his men

who was l ame migh t decend in the bo a t to the i r na tio n and

retu rned to the M andans we l l Sa t isfied . The name o f th is
Ch ief o fWar is Ka b-lea b , We—to

“ Raven b rave . This Cheif
de l ivered u s a letter from M5Tabo e. info rming u s o f the w ish
o f the Grand Ch iefs o f the Recarras to vis it thei r Great
father and requ est ing the p riv o lage o f p u t

’

g o n bo a rd the

b o at o f Skins Soc . adding 4 hands and himse l f to the

pa rty . th is p rep o seal we Sha l l agree to , a s tha t addi tio n w i l l
make

.

the pa rty in the b o a t 1 5 Stro ng and mo re ab le to de

fend themse lves from the Seo ux 8:c .

1

1 H ere ends the da i ly record kept by Clark , as co nta ined in Co dex C. The rest

o f the codex is o ccupied w i th ma tter o uts ide o f that reco rd, wh ich w i l l be fo und in
Sc ientific Data .

"

T owards the c lo se o f the codex is Clark ‘ s sketch map of the Red

a nd St . Peter’s Ri vers, herew ith reproduced.
— ED.
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[C la rk Fort Ma nda n Ap ril ff“ 7ff
'
1 8 05

Sunday , a t 4 oClo ck PM , the Bo a t, in wh ich was 6 So ldiers 2

frenchmen 8r a n I ndian
,
a ll u nder the command o f a co rpo ra l

who had the ch a rge o f dispatches, 8:c — and a cano e wi th 2

french men , Set o u t down the river fo r SELo u is . a t the same

t ime we So u t o u t o n o u r vo yage up the river in 2 p ero gues

and 6 ca no es , and pro ceded o n to the 1
"
v illag . o f M andans 8c

camped o n the S.S. o ur pa rty co ns isting o f Serg
f Na tha n ie l

Pryo r n J o h n Ordway . n Pa t:Gass, Wil l iam Bra tten, J o hn
Co l te r J o seph 81 Reuben F ie lds . J o hn Shie lds Geo rge Gibso n
Geo rge Shanno n

,
Jo hn Po tts , Jo hn Co l l ins , Jo s:Whi teho use,

Richa rdWindser, Alexander Wi l la rd , H ugh H a l l
,
Si la s Gu trich,

Ro bert Frazure
,
Peter Cro uza t, Jo hn Ba p tiest la page , F rancis

Labich, H ugh M 9 Nea l
,
Wil l iamWa rne r, Thomas P. H owa rd ,

Peter Wise r, J . B . Thompso n a nd my servent yo rk , Geo rge
Drew y er who acts a s a hunte r 8: in terp reter, Shabo nah a nd

his Indian Sona r to act a s a n I n terp reter interpretress fo r the
snake I ndians — o ne M andan Shabo nahs infant. Sa lt-ba b

ga r w e d

[L ew is z] April

Set o u t ea rly th is mo rning, the wind b lew ha rd aga inst us ,
from the N .W. we therefo re trave led very s lowl y. I wa l ked
o n sho re , and visi ted the bla ck Ca t

,
to o k leave o f him after

smo king a pi pe as is the i r cus tom, a nd then p ro ceeded o n

slow l y by land abo u t fo u r mi les where I wa ted the a rriva l o f
the pa rty, a t Ocl o ck they came up and info rmed me tha t
o ne o f the sma l l cano es was beh ind in d istress . Capi. Cla rk
retu rned fo u [n]d she had fi l led w i th wa ter a nd a ll her lo ad ing
wet . we lo st ha l f a bag o f b isqu i t, and abo u t thi rty po unds
o f powder by th is accedent the powde r we rega rd as a seri o u s
l o ss , bu t we spread it to dry immediate l y a nd he pe we sha l l
s ti l l be enab led to resto re the greater pa rt o f it . th is was the
o n ly powder we had whi ch was no t perfect l y secure from get

ing wet. we ' to o k dinner a t th is p la ce , and then pro ceed o n

to o u re encampment, whi ch wa s o n the N . side o ppo s ite to

a h igh b luff.

l
the M andan man came up after we had en

1 Nea r the present Ha nco ck , N. D. ED.
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camped and b ro ugh t w ith him a woman who was extreemly
so l i c i tous to a ccompany o ne o f the men o f o ur party. th is
h owever we po s it ive l y refused to p ermit.

Co urses distances a nd references fo r Ap'.

From the u p per po int o n a n isla nd (being the po int to which Ca pt .
Cla rk to ok his la st co u rse when he a ssended the river in surch o f a

p lace fo r winter qua rters I
“ No vember la st) to a po int o f w o od land

Star
’
d side, passing a h igh b luff o n the Lar’d. N4o

°

. W. 372.

[Cla rk 82? of Ap r il Monday 1 8 05

Set o u t very ea r ly wind ha rd a head from the N.W. p ro

ceeded o n passed all the v i l lages the in hab itants o f wh ich
flo cked down in grea t n umbers to view us, I to o k my leave
o f the grea t Chief o f t he M andans who gave me a p ar o f ex

cellent mo ckerso ns, o ne cano e fi led w i th water every th ing in
her go t wet o f a ba rre l o f powder lo st by th is a cc ident .

From the up per pa rt o f a n island just be low Marpar

peryco p ato o
’
s camp to a po in t o f w o od land o n the

Sta? side pa ssing a high b luff o n the c o nta in ing
many ho rizo nta l na rrow stra tas o f Ca rbo nate w o od,

some o f which are sixty feet abo ve the su [r] face o f

the wa ter

N. 40
? W. 3%

Camped o n the S.S. a high b luff. an Indian Jo ined u s,

a lso an Indian woman with a view to a ccompany us , the

woman was Sent back the man be ing a cqua inted w ith the

co untrey we a l lowed him to accomp anie u s

[ L ew is Tuesday Ap ril 9
"

Set o u t as ea rl y a s it was po ss ib le to see this mo rn ing and

p ro ceed abo u t five mi les where we ha lted and to o k beakfas
the I ndian man who had p romised u s to a ccompany u s a s far

as the Snake I ndians, now info rmed u s o f his intentio n to re

l inqu ish the j o u rney, and a cco rdingly retu rned to his vi l lage.

We saw a grea t number o f b rant pass ing up the river, some
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o n fi re a t some fo rmer perio d . co nsiderab le qu antit ies o f

pumi ce sto ne a nd lava appea r in many pa rts o f these bills
where they are b ro ken and wa shed D own by the ra in and

me l t ing snow. when we ha l ted fo r dinner the squ aw bu s ied
he rse l f in serching fo r the w i ld a rt i cho kes wh ich the mice 1

co l lect and depo s i t in la rge h o a rds . th is Opera tio n she p er
~

fo rmed b y penetra t ing the ea rth wi th a sha rp St i ck abo u t some

sma l l co l lect io ns Of dri ft wo o d . her labo u r so o n p ro ved suc

cessful, a nd she pro cu red a go o d quant ity o f these ro o ts . the

flavo r Of th is ro o t resemb les tha t Of the J eru sa lem Arti ch o ke,
and the s ta l k Of the weed wh ich pro du ces it is a l so s imi la r,
tho

’

bo th the ro o t a nd sta l k are mu ch sma l ler tha n the Jeru
sa lem Arti ch o ke . the ro o t is whi te and o f an o v ate fo rm

,

from o ne to th ree inches in length and u su a l l y abo u t the s 1ze

o f a ma n
’

s finger. o ne sta l k p ro du ces from two to fo u r, a nd
somitimes six o f th ese ro o ts .

a t the distan ce o f 6 mi les passed a la rge w intering o r hu nt
ing camp o f the M inetares o n the S ta rd s ide . these lo dges
abo u t th i rty in number are bu i lt o f ea rth a nd t imber in thei r
u su a l st i le . 23; mi les higher we passed the entrance Of M iry
Creek , wh i ch d ischa rges i tse l f o n the Sta r(1 s ide. th is creek is
bu t sma l l ,

_

takes it’s rise in some sma l l lakes nea r the M o use

river and passes in it’s co u rse to the M isso u ri , th ro ugh bea ti
fu l l , leve l , a nd ferti le pla ins, in tirely desti tu te Of timber .
Three mi les a bo ve the mo u th o f th is creek we passed a hunt
ing camp Of M inetares who had prepa red a pa rk and were
wa ting the retu rn Of the Ante lo pe ; wh ich usua l l y pass the

M isso u ri a t th is seaso n o f the yea r from the Black hi l ls o n

the So u th s i de, to the o pen pla ins o n the no rth S ide o f the

r iver ; in l i ke manner the Ante lo pe repasses the M isso u ri from
N . to So u th in the latter end o f Au tumn

, a nd w inter in the

b la ck h i l ls, where the re is co nsiderab le bo dies o f wo o dland .

we pro ceed o n 1 I —é mi les further a nd encamped o n the N . side

in a mo st bea tifull h igh extens ive Open bo ttom.

2

1 Pro bab ly go phers ; Co ues th inks tha t the burrow ing an ima l just described by
Lew is is the po uched ra t o r po cket-go pher (e ither Geomy s o r Tb omomy s) . ED.

3 No t fa r above the present Fo rt Stevenso n. ED.
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T he co urses a nd di stances o f th i s day a re a s fo llow

20
9 W. to a Sta rd po int o ppo ste to a b luff

to a Sta rd po int d° d° d°

80. E . to a sand po int o n Lar" s ide
to a La rd p o int

1 8 . W . to a handsome eliv ated p la in o n La rd S‘i

22. E . to a po in t o fw i llow s o n La rd s ide o ppo s it
to a w intering c amp o f the Minetares

20. W . to the mo uth o fM iry c reek Sta rd side
,
pa ssing a sma l l

run a nd a h i ll c a l led snake den

W . tto a po int o n La rd s ide
S. 75W . to a po int o n Sta r4 Op po site to a c amp o fM1neta res, and

lower p o . o f a h igh b luff
N. 65. W . to the up per po int p o int o f w o o [d]la nd o n St ‘? s

‘
.

1

S. 45. W . to a po int o f t imber o n the La r‘il s ide
S. 30. W . to a sand p o int o n the Sta rd s ide
S. 78 . W. to a po int o f wo odland o n the Lard s ide

2

2

2

2

2

[C la rk 2] q p ril Tuesday 1 8 05.

Set o u t this mo rn ing verry ea rl y u nder a gent le b reeze from
the S.E . a t Bra ckfast the I ndian deturmined to retu rn to his

nat io n . I saw a M usqueto r to day grea t numbers o f Brant
flying up the river, the M aple, St Elm has bude

'

d 85 co tto n
a nd a rrow wo o d beginn ing to bud. I saw in the p ra rie a n

an imal resemb l ing the Pra rie dog o r Ba rking Squ irel bur

row in the same way , th is an ima l was abo u t % _

as la rge as the

ba rking Squ irel. Bu t fiew res ident birds .o r water fo w ls wh ich
I hav e Seen as y et a t 6 mi les passed a n o ld hunting camp o f

M enitarres o n the S . S . 2% mi les h igher pa ssed the mo u th
o f M iry Creek o n the S.S. passed a hunt ing camp o f M ene

ta rees o n the S.S . wa i ting the retu rn Of the Anti lo pe, Saw

Grea t numbers o f Gees feedin in
’

the Pra ries o n the yo ung
grass , I saw flowers in the p raries to day , juniper grows o n

the Sides o f the h i l ls, 8: runs o n the gro u nd all the h i l ls
have mo re o r Less indefferent co a l in stra tas a t different h i tes
from the wa ters edge to 80 feet . tho se stratia s from 1 inch to

5 feet th ick we camp
‘l
o n the abo ve some ro cks makeing

o ut in the river in a bu tifu ll elliv a ted pla in.
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Co urse distance refferences fo r the 9
‘
.

h

I m i le o n the S. p? o ps‘.l a Bluff
a mi le o n the S. pf d°

miles to a sand pf o n the L .S.

a mi le to the L. p?
I mi le to a handsom eliva ted p la in o n L .S.

mile s to a pf o f .
w illow s o n the L .S. Op po s it a Win

ter ing c amp o f the M in ita rrees .

N . 20
? W . m i les to the mo uth o fM i ry Cree k

, p a ss
’

d a h i ll ca ll[ed]
Snake ho use a smal l run S.S.

I m i le to a p? o n the La rbo ard side

4 m i les to a p
f
o n the S. S. a Bluff and a camp o f

M initerra s .

3 m i les to the u p per part o f the t imber S.S.

2 m i les to a pf o f t imber o n the L .S.

m i les to a Sand p ? o n the S.S.

4 m i les to a p ? o f wo od o n the L .S.

[ L ew is Wednesday Apr il t o“ 1 8 05.

Set o u t a t an ea r ly ho u r th is mo rn ing
,

a t the distance o f

th ree mi les passed some M inetares who had a ssemb led them
sel ves o n the La rd [la rbo a rd] sho re to take a view Of o ur l ittle
fleet . Capt Cla rk wa l ked o n sho re to -day , fo r severa l ho u rs,
when he retu rned he info rmed me tha t he had seen a gang o f

Ante lo pes in the p la ins bu t was u nab le to get a sh o o t a t them
,

he a lso saw some geese and swan . the geese are now feeding
in co ns ide rab le numbers o n the yo ung grass wh ich has sprung
u p in the b o ttom p raries . the M usqu eto es were very tro ub le
‘

some to us to —day . The co un try o n bo th s ides o f the mis

Sou ri from the to ps o f the ri ver h i l ls , is o ne co nt inu ed leve l
ferti le p la in a s far as the eye ca n reach, in wh ich there is no t

even a so l ita ry tree o r shrub to be seen , except su ch a s from
the i r mo i st s itu a tio ns o r the s teep dec l ivi ties o f h i l ls a re she l
tered from the ravages o f the fi re . a t the dista nce o f 1 2 mi les
from o u r encampmen t o f la st n ight we a rri ved a t the lower
po int o f a bluff o n the La rd s i de ; abo u t 1% mi les down this
b luff from th is po int, the b luff is now o n fi re and th rows o ut

co nsiderab le quantit ies o f smo ke whi ch ha s a s tro ng sul
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[ Cla rk t o
“

op ril Wednesday 1 805

Set o u t ver ry ea rl y . the mo rn ing co o l and no wind p ro

ceeded o n passed a camp o f Ind.

‘

o n the L .S. th is day
pro ved to be verry wo rm, the M isqueto rs tro ub lesom. I saw
Severa l ant i lo pe o n the S .S. a l so gees Sc swa n ,

we o ver to o k

3 french men Trappers The co untrey to day a s u sia l excep t
tha t the po ints o f Timbe r is la rge r than be l ow, the co a l co n
t inn e to day , o ne man saw a hi l l o n fire a t no grea t distance
from the r iver, we camped o n the S.S. just ab o ve a rema rkab le
b end in the river to the S W , which We ca l l the l i tt le ba son .

Co urse D istance refferences the IO‘h

S. 45
9 W. 3 miles to a p? o f t imbered land o n the S.S.

West 3 m i les to a p .

‘
o f t imbered land o n the L .S.

S 72
9 W . 2 miles to a tree in an eleva ted p la in in the bend to the S. S.

S . 32
? W . 4 m i les to a pf o f wo o d o n the S.S.

West a mile o n the S. po int .
N. W . a m i le o n the S. po int .
N . 50

9

E 2 m i les to a p? o n the L .S. a low b luff .

S 52
‘ W 3% miles to a p? o n the S.S. o p s

‘
.

l
a b luff abo ve wh ich a

1 8% sma ll creek fa lls in

[ L ew is Thursday April 1 t ill .

Set o u t a t an ea r ly ho u r ; I p ro ceeded wi th the pa rty and
Capt . Cla rk wi th Geo rge Drewyer wa l ked o n sho re in o rder to
pro cu re some fresh meat i f po ss ib le . we pro ceeded o n abo t

fiv e mi les, a nd ha lted fo r b reakfast, when Capt . Cla rk and

Drewy er j o ined u s ; the latter had ki l led , a nd b rought wi th
him a dee r, wh ich was a t th is moment excep[t]able, a s we had
had no fresh mea t fo r severa l days . the co u n try from fo rt
M andan to th is pl a ce is so co nstant ly hun ted by the M ine
ta ries tha t there is bu t l i tt le game . we ha l ted a t two RM .

a nd made a comfo rtab le dinne r o n a venison stake a nd beavers
ta les w i th the b isqu it wh ich go t wet o n the ins‘. by the a cci
dent Of the cano e fi l l ing w ith wa ter befo re ment io ned . the

powder whi ch go t wet by the same accedent, a nd which we had
spread to dry o n the b aggage o f the la rge p erogue , wa s now

examined and put up ; it appea rs to be a lmo st resto red, and
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o u r l o ss is therefo re no t so great as we had a t fi rst a ppre

hended . the co un try much the same as yesterday . o n the

s ides o f the h i l ls and even the b a nks o f the rive rs a nd sand
b a rs , there is a wh i te substa nce t[h]a t appea rs in co ns ide rab le
qua nt i t ies o n the su rfa ce o f the ea rth , wh ich tastes l i ke a

mixtu re o f commo n sa lt and glauber sa l ts. many Of the

springs wh i ch flow from the base o f the rive r hi l ls are so

stro ngly impregna ted with this substance tha t the wa ter is
extreemly u npleasan t to the taste and has a pu rga t i ve effect .l

saw some la rge wh i te cranes pass u p the river — th ese are the

la rgest b i rd o f tha t genus commo n to the co untry thro ugh
which the M i sso u ri and M iss iss ipp i pass . they are pe rfect l y
wh ite except the la rge fea the rs o f the two fi rst j o in ts o f the

w ing wh ich are b lack . we encamped this even ing o n the Sta rt

sho re just abo ve the po int o f wo o dland wh i c h fo rmed to

extremi ty o f the last co u rse o f th i s day . there is a h igh b luff
Oppo s ite to u s, under wh i ch we saw some India ns, bu t the

river is he re so wide tha t we co uld n o t speake to them ; sup
po se them to be a hun t ing pa rty o f M inetares . we ki l led two
gees to —day .

The co urses and distances o f this day

S. 85. W . to the u p per po int o f a b luff o n Lar‘! Sd
N. 38 . W . to a p o int o n the La r‘! sho re, o p po ? a b luff
S. 30. W. to the up per pa rt o f a t imbered bo ttom o n the La r‘.i

s ide . a large sa nd ba r making o ut from the Star?
s ide I % m i les w ide

N . 52.

"W . to a red kno b in a bend to the Sta ‘.1 s ide near the
u pper pa rt o f a t imbered bo ttom

S . 70. W . to a po int o f t imbered land o n tlfe Star‘l Sd.

W . o n the po int

1 T he famo us “ a l ka l i o f the West
, o ften rendering the wa ter undrinkab le

, a nd

co vering grea t area s l i ke snow . It co ns ists large ly o rma in ly of sulp ha te o f soda . ED.
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[ C la rk I x
'l' op ril Thursday 1 8 05.

Set o u t verry ea rl y I wa lked o n Sho re, saw fresh bea r
t ra cks

,
o ne deer 2 b eaver k i l led thi s mo rn ing in the after

pa rt o f the day ki l led two gees , saw grea t numbers o f Gees
Bra nt M a l l a rd Some Whi te Cra nes Swan gu l s

, the

p l a ins begin to have a green appea rance, the h i l l s o n e i ther
s ide are from 5 to 7 mi les a sunder and in maney p laces h ave
been bu rnt, appearing a t a distance Of a redish b rown cho ler

,

co n ta in ing Pumi ce Sto ne 8r la v a , some Of wh ich ro l in down to
the b ase o f th o se h i l ls . In ma ny Of tho se h i l ls fo rming b luffs
to the river we p ro sieve Severa l S tra tums o f bituminio us sub

sta nce wh i ch resemb les ooa l ; tho ug [h] Some o f the pieces
appea r to be exce l lent co a l , it res is ts the fire fo r some [t ime],
and co nsumes witho u t emiting mu ch fla im.

The pla ins a re h igh and ri c h some o f them are sandy co n
ta in ing sma l l pebb les, a nd o n some o f the h i l l S i des la rge
Sto nes a re to be seen . In the even ing late we Obse rved a

pa rty o f M eneta rra s o n the L .S. w i th ho rses a nd dogs l o aded
go ing down, tho se a re a pa rt o f the M initarras who camped
a l i ttle abo ve th is w i th the Ossinnibo ins at the mo u th Of the
l itt le M isso u ri a ll the l a tter pa rt o f the w inter. we camped o n

the S.S. below a fa l l ing in bank . the river ra ise a l ittle .

Co urse distance &c . the I I
‘
.

h

S. 85
9 W . mi les to the u pper pa rt o f a Bluff in a bend to the Lar

bo a rd Side .

N . 38
? W. 3 m i les to a po int o n the L .S. o p s

‘
.

l
a b luff .

S . 30
5> W . 2 mi les to the u pper pa rt o f a t imbered bo ttom o n the L .S.

a large sand bar makeing o ut from the S.S. 1 ]
N 52

9 W . 5 m i les to a red kno b in a bend to the S.S. near the u p per
part o f wo od bo ttom.

S . W. 6 mi les to a t imbered po int o n the S.S.

West I m i le o n the S. p o int .

[0

[L ew is Friday Ap ril the 1 2
"

1 8 05,

Set o u t a t a n ea rly hou r . o u r p eroge and the Cano es

passed o ver to the La rd s ide, in o rder to avo i d a b a nk wh ich
was rapp idly fa l l ing in o n the Sta rd the red perogue co ntra ry
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tha t deduced immedia te ly from the graduated l imb o f the in strumen t
,

a nd is o f c o urse the do ub le a ltitudes Of the Objec t observed.

T he a lt itudes o f Objec ts o bserved by the ba ck Ob serva t io n, w i th Oc tant
a s here entered, is tha t shewn by the graduated l imb o f the In strumen t

a t the t ime o f o bserva t i o n , and is the comp l iment o f 1 80? o f the do ub le
a lt i tude o f the o bject Observed.

Erro r o f Sextant Subtract i ve
Erro r o f Oc tant fo re o bse rvat io n 2

9

Erro r o f in back o bserva t io n add“:c 2
9

.x

The n ight pro ved so c lo udy tha t I co uld make no further o b serva tio ns.

Geo rge Drewyer sho t a Beaver th is mo rn ing
, wh ich we fo und

swiming in the river a sma l l d istance be low the entrance o f the
l itt le M isso u ri . the beaver b eing seen in the day , is a pro o f
that they have b een bu t l itt le hun ted , as they a lways keep
themse l ves clo sly co ncea led du ring the day where they a re so .

fo und a grea t qu ant i ty Of sma l l o n io ns in the pla in where we
encamped ; had some o f them co l lected and co o ked, fo und
them agreeab le . the bu lb grows s ingle, is o f an o va l fo rm,

white , and abo u t the s ize o f a sma l l bu l let ; the leaf resem

[b les] tha t o f the sh ive, and the hun ters retu rned th is ev[en]
ing with o ne deer o n l y. the co un try ab o ut the mo u th o f th is
r iver had been recent l y hunted by the M inetares, and the l ittle
game wh i ch they had no t ki l led and frigh tened away , wa s so

extreemly shy that the hu nters co u ld no t get in sho o t o f them.

The l i tt le M isso u r i disembo gu es o n the S . s i de o f the

M issou r i I 693 mi les from the co nflu ence o f the la tter w i th
the M iss iss i pp i , it is I34 ya rds w i de a t it

’

s mo u th , and sets in

w ith a b o u l d cu rrent but it’s grea test debth is no t mo re than 2%
feet . it

’

s naviga tio n is extreemly diffi cu l t, ow ing to it
’

s rapid
ity , sho a ls and sand ba rs it may however be nav iga ted w ith
sma l l can o es a co ns iderab le di stance. th is r iver passes thro ugh
the No thern extremi ty o f the b l a ck h i l ls where it is very na rrow
and rapid and it’s banks h igh a n [d] pe rpendicu la r . it takes it’s
r ise in a b ro ken co untry West o f the Black h i l ls with the wa ters
o f the ye l low sto ne rive r, and a co ns iderab le distance S.W. o f the

po i nt a t wh ich it passes the b l a ck h i l ls . the co untry th ro ugh
w hi ch it passes is genera l ly b ro ken and the h igh lands po ssess
bu t l i ttle t imber. there is some timber in it’s bo ttom lands,
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wh ich co ns ists Of Co tto nwo o d red Elm, wi th a sma l l p ro po r
t io n o f sma l l Ash and box a lder. the u nder b rush is wi l low,

red wo o d , (somet imes ca l led red o r swamp w i l l ow 1

) the red

bu rry
,
a nd Cho ke cherry the co untry is extreamly b ro ken

abo u t the mo u th o f this ri ver, and as far up o n bo th s i des, as
we co u ld Observe it from the to ps o f some eliva ted hi l ls , _

wh ich
stand betwen these two rive rs, abo u t 3 mi les from the i r ju nc
t io n . the so i l appea rs fert i le and deep

,
it co ns ists gene ra l l y o f a

da rk ric h lo am intermixed wi th a sma l l p ro po rti o n o f fine sand .

th is rive r in it’s co u rse passes nea r the N.W. Side Of the tu rtle
mo un ta in, wh ich is sa id to b e no mo re than 4 o r 5 leagu es dis
ta nt from it

’

s en trance in a s tra i ght di rect io n
,
a l ittle to the S .

o f West . th is mo un ta in and the kn i fe river have therefo re
been la id down to o fa r S.W . the co lo u r Of the water, the b ed
o f the ri ver, a nd it

’

s appea ra nce in every respect, resemb les the
M isso u ri ; I am therefo re induced to be l ieve tha t the textu re
o f the so i l o f the co untry in wh ich it takes it’s rise, and that
th ro ugh wh ich it passes, is simi la r to the co u ntry thro ugh
wh ich the M isso u ri passes a fter leaving the wo o dy country , o r
su ch as we are nOw in . o n the Side o f a h i l l no t distant from
o u r camp I found some Of the dwa rf ceda r o f whi ch I p re
served a specimen (See N? th is p lan t spreads it’s l imbs
a lo nge the su rfa ce o f the ea rth , where th ey a re sometimes

co vered , and a lways pu t fo rth a numbe r Of ro o ts o n the under
s ide , w hi le o n the upper there are a grea t number o f sma l l
sho o ts wh ich w it h th ei r leaves se ldom rise h igher than 6 o r

e igh t in ches . they grow so cl o se a s perfect l y to co n cea l the
ea [r] th . it is a n ev ergreen ; the leaf is mu ch mo re de l i ca te
than the commo n Ceda r

,
a nd it

’

s taste and smel l the s ame . I
have Often th o ugh t that th is plant wo u ld make very ha ndsome

edgings to the bo rders and wa l ks o f a ga rden ; it is qu i te as

ha ndsom as box, and wo u ld be mu ch mo re easi l y pro p ega ted.

the appea rance o f the glaub e r sa l ts and Ca rbo na ted wo o d Sti l l
co nfi nu e .

Co u[r]se and distance o f th is day was.

N . 80
9 W . to the entra nce o f the l ittle M i sso uri

1 T hi s is no t a w i l low , b ut a co rne l (Cornus stolonife’ra ) ; its bark is used in the

prepara t io n o f k inn i kinick . ED.
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[C la rk 1 2
“ Ap ril Friday 1 8 05

a fine mo rn ing Se t o u t verry ea rl y. the murcury sto o d

56
?

abo ve 0
. pro ceeded o n to the mo u th o f the Li ttle M isso u ri

r ive r a nd fo rmed a camp in a bu tifull e liv a ted p la in o n the

l ower s ide fo r the pu rpo se o f take ing Some o bservatio ns to fix
the La ti tude 85 Lo ngi tude o f th is r iver . this riv er fa l ls in o n the

L . Side a nd is 134 y a rds w i de a nd 2 feet 6 Inches deep a t

the mo u th , it takes its rise in the N W ex tremi ty o f the b lack
mo un ta ins, a nd [runs] th ro ugh a b ro ken co un trey in its w ho le
co u rse washing the N W ba se o f the Tu rt le M o un ta in wh ich
is Si tu a ted a bo u t 6 Leagues S W Of its mo u th , o ne o f o ur

men Bap ties t who came down th is river in a ca no e info rms me

tha t it is no t nav agable, he was 45 days descending.

One o f o u t men Sho t a b eaver swimming be low the mo u th
o f this rive r.
I wa l ked o u t o n the lowe r S ide o f th is river and fo u nd the

co u n trey h i l ley the so i l compo sed o f b lack mo le 85 a sma l l p er
po rt io n o f sa nd co nta in ing grea t qu an t i ty o f Sma l l p eable some

l imesto ne, b la ck fl in t, sa nd S to ne
I ki l l ed a H a re cha ngeing its co l o u r some pa rts reta in ing

its lo ng white
'

fur 85 o ther pa rts a ssumeing the s ho rt grey , I
saw the M agpie in pa rs, flo cks o f Gro use . the o ld fie l d la rk 8:
crows , Observed the lea f o f the w i l d Chery ha l f grown

,

ma ny flowe rs are to be seen in the pl a ins, rema ins Of M ine
ta rra 8:Ossinneb o in hunting camps are to be seen o n ea ch s ide
Of the two M i sso u ris
The wind b lew verry ha rd from the S . all the after p a rt o f

the day , a t 3 o c lo ck PM . it became v io lent 8: blowey ac

compan ied w i th thunde r and a l i ttle ra in . We examined o u r

cano es St e fo und Severa l men wh i ch had a l ready commenced
cu tt ing o ur bags o f co rn 8: pa rched mea l , the wa te r o f the
l i tt le M isso u ri is o f the same textu re co l o u r qua llity o f tha t
o f the Big M isso u r i the a fter pa rt o f the day so c lo udy tha t
we l o st the even ing o bserva t io n .

Co urse D ista nce o f the 1 2
‘b

N. 805> W . 4% mi les to the mo u th o f the Little M isso uri River o n
the S.S.
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the mo u th o f a creek .Ou the Starfl s i de wh ich we ca l led o n io n
creek from the qua nt ity o fw i ld o n io ns wh i ch grow in the pla ins
o n it

’

s b o rders . C ap t . Cl a rk who was o n sho re in fo rmed me

tha t th is creek was 1 6 ya rds wi de a mi le St a h a l f abo ve it’s
en trance, d ischa rges mo re wa te r than creeks o f it

’

s S ize u sua l l y
do in th is Open co u n try

,
and tha t there wa s no t a st i ck o f

t imber o f any discrip tio n to be seen o n it
’

s bo rde rs , o r the
l eve l p l a in co u ntry thro ugh wh ich it passes . a t the dista nce
o f IOM i les fu rth er we pa ssed the mo u th o f a la rge creek , dis
cha rging itself in the cente r Of a deep bend . o f this creek a nd

the ne ighb o u ring co untry
,
Capt . Cl a rk who was o n sho re gave

me the fo l lowing discrip tio n .

“ Thi s creek I to o k to be a

sma l l r iver from it
’

s s ize
, and the quant i ty o f wa ter wh i ch it

discha rged ; I ascended it I% mi les, and fo und it the discha rge
o f a po nd o r sma l l lake, wh ich had the appea rance o f having
fo rmer ly been the bedOf the M isso u r i . severa l sma l l streams

d ischa rge themse lves into this l ake. the co un t ry o n b o th s ides
co ns ists o f beau ti fu l] leve l and eliv ated p la ins ; a sscending as

they recede from the M issou ri ; there were a grea t number
o f Swan and gees in this lake and nea r it’s b o rders I saw the

rema ins o f 43, temp erary I ndian lo dges, wh i ch I p resume were
tho se o f the Assinnibo ins who a re now in the neighb o u rho o d
o f the British estab l ishmen ts o n the Assinnibo in river This
lake and it

’

s discha rge we ca l l goos Egg from the c i rcumstance
o f Capt . Cla rk sho o t ing a go o se wh i le o n her nest in the to p
o f a lo fty co tto n wo o d tree, from wh ic h we a fterwa rds to o k o ne

egg. the w i l d gees frequen t ly bu i ld the i r nests in this manner,
a t least we have a l ready fo und severa l in t rees, no r have we as

y et seen any o n the gro und , o r sand ba rs where I had suppo sed
from previo us info rma tio n tha t they mo st commo n l y depo s ited
the i r eggs . saw some Buffa lo e and Elk a t a dista nce to day
but ki l led no ne o f them. we fo und a number o f ca rcases o f

the Buffa lo e l ying a lo ng sho re, wh ich had been drowned by
fa l l ing through the ice in winter and lo dged o n sh o re by the
h igh wa ter when the r ive r b ro ke u p abo u t the fi rst o f th is
mo n th . we saw a lso many tracks o f the wh ite hear o f eno r
mo us s ize, a l o ng the r iver sh o re and abo u t the carcases o f

the Buffa lo e, o n wh ich I p resume th ey feed . we have no t
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as y et seen o ne o f these anama ls , tho
’

thei r tracks are so

abundant and recen t . the men as wel l as o u rsel ves are

a nxio u s to mee t wi th some o f these bea r. the I ndians give a

very fo rmidab le a cco u n t o f the streng[t]h and fero c i ty o f this
anamal, wh ich they never da re to a ttack bu t in pa rties Of six

ei ght o r ten perso ns ; a nd a re even then frequ en t ly defea ted
w i th the lo ss o f o ne o r mo re o f the i r pa rty . the savages a ttack
this a namal wi th thei r bows a nd a rrows and the indifferent guns
w i th which the t ra ders furn ish them,

w ith these they sh o o t
w i th su ch u nce rta in ty a nd a t so sho rt a distance, tha t (unless
shot thro

’

head or hea rt w ound not morta l ) they frequent l y mis
the i r a im 8: fa l l a sacrefice to the bea r. two M inetaries were
k i l led during the la st w inter in an a tta ck o n a wh ite bea r. th is
anamall is sa id mo re frequ ent l y to a tta ck a man o n meet ing
w ith him, than to flee from him. When the I ndia ns a re abo u t

to go in quest o f the white b ea r, previo us to the i r depa rtu re ,
they pa int themse lves and perfo rm a ll tho se sup ersticio us r igh ts
commo n l y o bse rved when they are abo u t to make wa r u pp o n

a ne ighbo u ring na t io n . O [b] served mo re b a ld eagles o n this
pa rt o f the M isso u ri tha n we have previ o us l y seen . saw the

sma l l hawk, frequ ent l y ca l led the spa rrow hawk , wh i ch is
commo n to mo st pa rts o f the U . States . grea t quant i t ies o f

gees a re seen feeding in the pra t ies . saw a la rge flo ck o f wh i te
b rant o r gees w ith b la ck w ings pa ss u p the r iver ; there were
a number o f gray b rant with them ; from th ei r fl igh t I p re
sume they pro ceed mu ch fu rther sti l l to the N.W. we have
never been enab led y et to sho o t o ne o f these b i rds, and ca nno t
therefo re dete rmine whether the gra y b rant fo u nd w i th the

wh i te, a re the i r brude o f the las t yea r o r whethe r they are the

same w ith the grey b ra nt commo n to the M iss iss ipp i and lower
pa rt o f the M isso u ri . we ki l led 2 an thlo p es to —day wh ich we
fo und swiming from the S . to the N . Side Of the river ; they
we re ve ry po o r. We encamped th is even ing o n the Sta rti sho re
in a beau tifull pla in , eliv a ted abo ut 30 feet abo ve the r iver.
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The c o urses and dista nces o f th is day a re a s fo llow .

1 8 ° W . to a po int o f wo od o n the L. s ide, po int o n the Lar‘.l
a t 1% mi les

10 . W . to the up per p o int o f a Low b luff o n the Sta ‘.l pass a

creek o n Sta r‘.1 side .

45. W . to a po int o fWo odla nd o n La r‘.i s ide
N . 28 . W . to a po int o fW o odla nd Sta r‘? s ide
S. 35. W . to a po int o fW o o dla nd o n St“.1 s ide

,
passed a c reek o n

Star“.l s ide nea r the commencement o f th is c o urse
a lso , two po ints on the La r‘i

'

side
,
the o ne a t a mi le,

a nd the o ther a m i le further
,
a lso a la rge sa nd

ba r in the river abo ve the entrance o f the creek

Note o ur encampment was o ne mile sho rt o f the e xtremi ty o f the last
co urse .

[ C la rk 1 37:q pr il Sa tturday 1 8 05

Set o u t th is mo rn ing a t 6oClo ck, the M isso u r i abo ve the

mo uth o f Litt le M isso u ri w idens to nea rl y a mi le co nta in ing a
number o f Sand b a rs thi s width Sec. o f the River co n t inues
Genera l l y as h igh as the Ro chej ho ne River. Co ught 3 beaver
this mo rn ing, a t 9 mi les passed the mo u th o f a Creek o n the

S.S. o n the banks o f wh i ch there is an imense quanti ty o f w i l d
o n io ns o r ga rl i ck, I was u p this Creek a m[i le] and co u l d
no t See o ne Sti ck o f timber o f any kind o n its bo rders , th is
creek is 1 6 yds w ide a mi le u p it and discha rges mo re wa ter
than is commo n fo r Creeks o f its Size . a t abo u t 1 0 mi les
h igher we pass a c reek abo u t 30 ya rds w i de in a deep bend to
the N W . This creek I to o k to be a Sma l l river from its s ize
8: the quant ity o f water wh ich it discha rged , I assended it

1% mi les and fo und it the discha rge o f a po nd o r Sma l l Lake
wh i c h has appea rance o f haveing been o nce the bead Of the
river. Some sma l l streams

'

discha rge themse l ves into th is
Lake . the co untery o n b o th s ides is bu tifu ll e levated pla ins
a ssending in Some p a rts to a grea t distance nea r the a fo resa i d
Lake (wha t we ca l l Go o se egg L from a ci rcumstance o f my
sh o o t ing a go o se o n her h east o n some st i cks in the top o f a
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wh i ch had l o dged aga inst a po in t Of dri ft wo o d a l ittle ab o ve
it

’

s entrance . Cap t . Cla rk wa l ked o n Sho re th is mo rn ing
,
and

o n his retu rn info rmed me tha t he had passed thro ugh the

t imbered bo ttoms o n the N . s ide o f the river, and had ex

tended his wa l k severa l mi les ba ck o n the h i l ls ; in the

b o ttom l a nds he had met w i th severa l u n inh ab i ted I ndia n
lo dges bu i l t w i th the bo ughs o f the E lm, a nd in the pla ins he
met w i th the rema ins o f two la rge encampments o f a recent
da te, wh ich from the appea rance o f some ho o ps o f sma l l kegs,
seen nea r them we co nc luded tha t th ey must have been the

camps o f the Assinnibo ins , a s no o ther na tio n who v is i t th is
pa rt o f the misso u ri ever indu lge themse lves w ith spi ri tuo us
l i quo r. o f th is a rti c le the A ssinnibo ins a re p atio na tely fo nd ,
and we are info rmed tha t it, fo rms the i r p rincipa l indu cement
to fu rn ish the Bri tish estab l ishments o n the Assinnibo in river
Wi th the dryed and po u nded mea t and grease wh ich they do .

they a lso su pply tho se estab l ishments w ith a sma l l qu a n tity o f
fur

,
co ns isting p rincipa l l y o f the la rge a nd sma l l wo l ves and

the sma l l fox 1
skins . these they ba rter fo r sma l l kegs o f rum

wh i ch they genera l l y transpo rt to the i r camps a t a dista nce
from the estab l ishments, where they reve l w i th thei r friends
a nd re la t io ns as ' l o ng as they po ssess the means o f in to xica tio n ,
the i r women and ch i ldren are equa l l y indu lged o n tho se o cca
t io ns and are a ll seen drunk to gether. so far is a sta te o f

into xi ca t io n from be ing a cause Of rep ro a ch amo ng them,
th a t

w ith the men ,
it is a ma tter o f exu l tat io n tha t the i r ski l l and

indu stry as hunters has enab led them to get drunk frequ ent l y .

in thei r customs , h ab i ts and dispo si t io ns these peo ple very
mu ch resemb le the Sio uxs from whom they have descended .

The principa l indu cement wi th the B ritish fur compan ies, fo r
co nt inu ing the i r estab l ishments o n the Assinnibo in r ive r, is
the Buffa l o e mea t and grease they pro cu re from the Assinni

b o ins, and Christano es, by means o f which , they a re enab led
to suppl y pro vis io n to thei r engages o n th ei r retu rn from
ra iny Lake to the Engl ish river and the Athabaskey co untry
where they winter ; wi tho u t such reso u rce tho se vo yagers

1
,
The kit fox (Vulpes welox) . ED
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wo u l d frequent l y be stra i tened fo r p ro visi o n , as the co untry
th ro ugh wh ich they pass is bu t sca nt i l y supp lyed w i th game ,
and the rap p idity w i th wh ich they are compe l led to trave l in
o rder to reach the i r w inte r s ta tio ns , wo u l d leave them bu t

l i tt le leasu re to su t ch fo r fo o d wh i le o n the i r vo yage .

The Assinnibo ins have so recen t l y left th is n e ighbo u rho o d ,
tha t the game is sca rce and very shy . the rive r co nt inues
w ide, a nd no t mo re rap id than the Ohio in an av erge sta te o f

it
’

s cu rrent . the bo ttoms are wide a nd low , the mo ister pa rts
co nta in ing some t imber ; the upland is extreemly b ro ken,
cho nsisting o f h igh gau lded no b s a s far as the eye can reach
o n ether S ide , and ent i re l y dest itu te o f t imb er. o n these hi l ls
many a roma t i c herbs are seen ; resemb l ing in taste , smel a nd

appea rance, the sage, hyso p , wo rmwo o d , so u the rnwo o d,
1
and

two o th er herbs wh i ch a re stra ngers to me ; the o ne resem
b l ing the camph o r in taste a nd sme l l , ri s ing to the h igh t o f 2

o r 3 feet ; the o the r ab o u t the same S iz e, ha s a lo ng
,
na rrow ,

smo [o ]th , so ft lea f o f a n agreeab le smel and flavo r ; o f th is
last the A [n] telOp e 15 ve ry fo nd they feed o n it, and perfume

the h a i r o f the i r fo reheads and necks wi th it by rub ing aga inst
it. the dwa rf ceda r and ju n i per is a lso fo und in grea t abun

da nce o n the si des Of these hi l ls . where the la nd is leve l
,
it is

u ni fo rml y ferti le co ns isting o f a da rk lo am in termixed w i th a
pro po rti o n o f fi ne sa nd . it is genera l l y co vered with a sho rt
gra ss resemb l ing very mu c h the b lue grass. the minira l

appea rances sti l l co ntinue ; co ns iderab le qu ant it ies o f b i tu
meno us wa ter , abo u t the co lo u r o f stro ng lye tri ck les down the

s ides o f the h i l l s ; th is wa ter pa rtakes o f the taste o f glau ber
sa l ts and S l igh tl y o f a llumn . w h i le the pa rty ha l ted to take
dinner to day C ap t . Cla rk k i l led a bu ffalo e bu l l ; it was meagre ,
a nd we therefo re to o k the ma rrow b o nes and a sma l l p ro po r
t io n o f the mea t o n l y . nea r the place we dined , o n

’

the La rd .

s ide , there was a la rge v i l l age o f bu rrow ing squ i rre ls . I have
rema rked tha t these a namals genera l l y celect a So u th Easter l y
expo su re fo r the i r res idence, tho

’

they a re somet imes fo u nd in

1 Pro bab ly the commo n sag e
-brush (Artemisia tr identa ta ) , wh ich Lew is is com

paring to a ll these ga rden herbS which he names. T he ident ity of the two o ther
pla nts is no t p la in . ED.
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the l eve l p la ins . passed a n I s land, ab o ve wh ich two sma l l
creeks fa l l in o n La rd. s ide ; the uppe r creek l a rgest , whi ch we
ca l led Sharb o no ’

s Creek , after o ur in terpreter who encamped
severa l weeks o n it w i th a hun ting pa rty o f I ndi ans. th is was
the highest po int to wh i ch a ny Wh i tema n had ever ascended,
except two F renchmen (one of .whom L ap age w a s now w ith us .

See a t M anda n) who hav ing l o st the i r way had straggled a few
m i les fu rther, tho

’

to what p l ace precise l y I co u l d no t lea rn .

1

I wa l ked o n sho re abo ve th is c reek and ki l led a n E lk
, wh ich

was so po o r tha t it wa s unfit fo r u ce ; I therefo re left it
,
a nd

j o ined the pa rty a t thei r en campmen t o n the Sta r‘i sho re a l ittle
a fter da rk . o n my a rriva l Cap t . Cla rk info rmed me tha t he
had seen two wh ite b ea r pa ss o ver the h i l ls Sho rtly after -I

fi red
,
and that they appea red to run nea rly from the pla ce

where I sho t . the lar‘l Sho re o n wh ich I wa l ked was very
b ro ken , a nd the h i l ls in many p la ces had the appearance o f

having S l iped down in ma sses o f severa l a c res o f land in sur

face . we Saw many gees feeding o n the tender gra ss in the

pra t ies a nd severa l o f the i r nests in the trees ; we h av e no t in a

s ingle instance fo und the neSt o f th is b i rd o n o r nea r the
gro und . we saw a numb er o f M agpies the i r nests and eggs .

thei r nests a re bu i l t in trees a nd compo sed o f sma l l st i cks
leaves and grass, Open a t to p , and mu ch in the s ti le o f the

la rge b la ckb i rd comm to the U .

’

Sta tes . the egg is o f a b lu ish
b rown co lo u r, freckled w ith redish b rown spo ts . o ne o f the

pa rty ki l led a la rge h o o ting owl ; I Observed no difference
between th is b i rd and tho se o f the same fami l y commo n to the

U .

’

Sta tes , except th a t th is appea red to b e mo re bo o ted and

mo re th ick ly clad w ith fea thers.

1 Lew is and Clark here dist inc tly sta te that they have now passed bey o nd the

h ighest po int o n the M isso uri hereto fo re explo red by white men . Chab o neau had

been a s far a s the creek named fo r him (pro bab ly Indian Creek o f to-day ) , and

Lepage , a no ther recru it from the M a ndan towns, had, w ith o ne o ther Frenchman
,

g o ne a few mi les farther but bey o nd tha t they w ere entering virgin territory . This
is important , fo r it shows tha t the quest fo r fu rs had no t y et been pu shed apprec iab ly
west o f the Mandan vi l lages by the Brit ish fur companies. O. D . W HEELER .
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[ C la rk op ril Sunday 1 8 05.

a fine mo rn ing, a dog came to u s th is mo rn ing we su p
po se him to b e left by the Ind

?

who had the i r camps nea r the
Lake we passed yeste rday no t lo ng sence

,
I Observed severa l

s ingle Lo dges bu i l t o f stiks o f [c] o tten t imber in different
pa rts o f the bo ttoms . in my wa l k o f th is [day] whi ch was
t hro ugh the wo o ded b o ttoms and o n the bills fo r severa l
mi les back from the rive r o n the S.S. I saw the rema ins o f

two I ndian incampmints w i th w ide beeten t ra cks leading to

them. tho se were no do ub t the camps o f the Ossinnabo in
I ndia ns (a Stro ng evidence is ho o ps o f Sma l l Kegs were fo u nd
in the incampments) no o the r na t io n o n the river ab o ve the

Sioux make u se o f Sp iritio u s licquer. The Ossinnibo ins is
sa i d to be p asio na tely fo nd o f Licquer, a nd is the principa l
indu cement to thei r pu tt ing themse lves to the tro ub le o f

ca tch ing the fiew wo l ves a nd fo xes wh ich they fu rn ish , a nd

rece ive thei r [l iqu o r] a lways in sma l l Kegs . TheOssinnibo ins
make u se o f the Same kind o f Lo dges which the Sio ux and

o ther I ndians o n th is river make u se Of. Th o se l o dges o r

tents a re made o f a number Of dressed buffalow Skins sowed
to gether w i th s inews deckera ted w i th the ta les , Po rcu
p ine quils, when o pen it fo rms a ha l f c i rcle w ith a pa rt abo u t

4 I nches wide p roj ec ting ab o u t 8 o r 9 I nches from the center
o f the Streigh t Side fo r the pu rpo se o f a tta ch ing it to a po le
to it the high t they wish to ra ise the tent

,
when th e [y] errect

this tent fo u r p o les o f equa l length a re t ied nea r o ne end,

tho se po les are e levated a nd 8 , 1 0 o r 1 2 o ther po l es a re

anexed fo rming a c i rc le a t the gro u nd and lo dging in the fo rks
Of‘

the fo u r a tta ched po les , the tents are then ra ised , by a t

tach ing the p roject ing pa rt to a po le a nd incump assing the

po les w ith the tent by b ringing the two ends to geth er a nd a t

tached w i th a co rd , o n la nd a s high a s is necessa ry , leav eing
the l ower pa rt Open fo r ab o u t 4 feet fo r to pass in 8: o u t

,
and

the to p is genera l l y left o pen to admi t the smo ke to pass.

The Bo rders o f the r iver ha s been so mu ch hunted by tho se
I ndi ans who mu st have left it abo u t 8 o r 1 0 day s past and I

p ro sume a re now in the neighbo u rho o d o f Bri t ish estab l ish
ments o n the Ossinnib o in ; the game is sec ree and verry Wi l d .
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The River co nt inues wide a nd the cu rrent j entle no t mo re
rap id tha n the current o f the Ohio in middle S ta te . The

b o ttoms a re w ide a nd low a nd the mo i st pa rts o f them co n ta in
Som wo o d su ch as co tto n Elm sma l l a sh, wi l low ro se
bushes 85? St e. 8e next to the h i l ls Grea t qu an ti ty o f w i l d
ISOOp , [hysso p] the hi l ls a re h igh b ro ken in . every di rect io n,
and the minera l appearance o f Sa l ts co ntinue to appea r in a

grea te r p erp o rtio n , a lso Su l phe r, co a l 8: b itumo us wa ter in a

sma l le r quan t i ty, I have Observed bu t fiv e bu rnt h i l ls
, abo u t

the l i ttle M isso u ri , a nd I have n o t seen any Pumey s to ne

a bo ve th a t River I saw Buffa low o n the L .S. cro ssed and

dureing the t ime o f dinner ki l led a Bu l l , wh ich was po re, we
made u se o f the best Of it, I saw a vi l lage o f Bu rro wing do gs
o n the L. S . passed a I s land abo ve wh ich two sma l l creeks
fa l ls in o n the L .S. the upper Of which is the la rgest a nd we
ca l l Sha b o na s Creek afte r o u r in terp rete r who incamp ed sev era l
weeks o n th is c reek and is the highest po int o n the M isso u ri
to which a wh ite ma n has been p revio u s to thi s t ime . Cap?

Lew is wa l ked o u t abo ve th is creek a nd ki l led an E lk whi ch
he fo und so meage r tha t it was no t fi t fo r u se

,
and j o ined the

b o at a t Dusk a t o u r camp o n the Oppo s i t a h igh h i l l
severa l pa rts o fwh ich had S l i ped down . o n the S ide o f t ho se
h i l l s we Saw two wh i te bea r runn ing from the

“repo rt o f Cap?
Lewis Sh o t, th o se a n ima ls a ssended tho se Steep h i l ls w i th
Supp rising ease 8: v erlo city , they were to o far to di sco ver the i r
pro s i se co lo u r 8: s ize . Saw severa l gees nests o n trees

,
a lso the

nests Sc cgs o f the M agpies, a la rge grey owl ki l led, bo o ted 8:
w i th ea rs & c .

Co urse distance the I 4
‘P
o f Ap ri l

5. 45
? W . 2% m i les to the mo uth o f a sma l l c reek a t the u pper pa rt

o f a wo o d bo ttom in a b end to L .S.

West 3% mi les to a po int o f
_

wo o d la nd o n the L .S.

N . 8 5
9 W . 2 mi les to a po int o n the S. S. o p po s i t a b luff

N . 8 0
9 W 1

4
m?

to a po in t o n S. S. p a ss
‘f

a b luff o n the L. S.

W est I mi le to a sma ll Island o psd the upper point the r i ver
wa shes the ba se o f the h i l l o n bo th s ides, wh ich we
ca ll Sunday Isl‘.I St ?

N. 70
? W . 3% mi les to a p? o f w o od la nd o n the S.S. the Island 8: its

14
sand-bars Occupy ha lf the di stance . passed 2 sma ll
creeks on the L .S. the up per the largest.
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apri l 1 5

[L ew is Monday Ap ril 1 8 05.

Set o u t a t an ea r l y ho u r th is mo rn ing . I wa lked o n sh o re ,
and Capt . Cl a rk co nt inu ed w i th the pa rty it b eing an inva ri ab le
ru le w ith u s no t to b e b o th ab sent from o ur vesse ls at the

same t ime . I pa ssed th ro ugh the bo ttoms o f the river o n the
S ta r‘i s ide . they were pa rt ia l l y co vered with timber , were ex

tens ive , level and beatifull. in my wa l k wh ich wa s abo u t 6

mi les I passed a sma l l rivu let o f c lea r wa ter making down from
the hi l ls , whi ch o n tasting, I disco vered to be in a sma l l de
gree b rackish . it po ssessed less o f the glauber sa l t, o r a lumu

,

than tho se l i ttle Streams from the h i l ls u su a l l y do . in a l ittle
p o nd o f wa te r fromed by th is rivu let where it entered the

b o ttom,
I hea rd the fro gs cry ing fo r the fi rst t ime this season ;

thei r no te wa s the same w i th tha t Of the sma l l fro gs wh ich are
commo n to the lago o ns and swam[p]s o f the U . S ta tes . I saw
grea t qu antit ies o f gees feeding in the b o ttoms, o fwhi ch I sho t
o ne . saw some deer and Elk, bu t they were rema rkab l y shy .

I a lso met with great numbers o f Gro u se o r p ra rie hens as they
a re ca l led by the E ngl ish traders o f the N .W . th ese b i rds
appea red to be mat ing ; the no te o f the ma le, is ku ck, ku ck,
ku ck, co o , co o , co o . the fi rst pa rt o f the no te b o th ma le and

fema le u se when fly ing. the ma le a lso dubbs (drums w ith his
w ings) someth ing l i ke the pheasant, bu t by no means a s l o ud .

After b reakfa st Capt. C la rk wa l ked o n the St
?
Sho re, a nd o n

his retu rn in the even ing gave me the fo l low ing a cco unt o f his
ramb le .

“ I assended to the h igh co un try , abo u t 9 mi les dis
tant from the M isso u ri . the co untry co ns ists o f b ea tifull,

leve l a nd fert i le pla ins
, destitu te o f t imber. I saw many l itt le

dranes, wh ich to o k the i r r ise in the river h i l ls, from whence as

far as I co u ld see they run to the N . E .

”

th ese streams we
suppo se to be the waters o f M o us river a b ranch o f the Assin

nibo in wh ich the I ndians info rmed us appro aches the M isso u ri
very nea rl y

,
abo u t th is po int . “ I passed,

” co nt inu ed he, a

Creek ab o u t 20 ya rds w ide, wh i ch fa l ls into the M isso u r i ; the
bo ttoms o f th is creek are w ide level a nd extreemly ferti le, bu t
a lmo st enti re ly desti tute o f t imber . the wa ter o f th is c reek as

we l l as all tho se creeks and ri vu lets whi ch we have passed
s ince we left Fo rt M andan was so stro ngly imp regnated w ith
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS Apt“ ,

[C la rk op ril Monday 1 8 05

Set o u t a t a n ea r l y ho u r, Ca p
f Lewis wa lked o n sho re and

Kil led a go o se, passed a I s land in a b end to the L .S. the

wind h a rd from the S. E . after b ra ckfast I wa l ked o n Sho re
a nd assended to the h igh Co un trey o n the S . S . and Off from
the M issou ri ab o u t th ree mi les the co u ntrey is bu tifull o pen
ferti le pla in the dreans [dra ins] take theer rise nea r the c l i fts
o f the river and run from the rive r in a N E derectio n a s far a s

I co u l d See, this is the pa rt Of the River wh i ch M o u se river
the wa ters o f Lake Winnip ec appro aches w ithin a fiew mi les
Of M isso u ri

,
and I bel ieve tho se dreans lead into that rive r. we

passed a creek abo u t 20 yd? wide o n the S . S . the b o ttoms o f

th is creek is extens ive 85 ferti le
,
the wa te r o f this a s a lso , all

the Streams whi ch head a fiew mi les in the h i l ls discha rge wa te r
wh ic h is b la ck 85 u nfit fo r u se (and can sa fe l y say that I h ave
n o t seen o ne dro p o fwa ter fi t fo r u se ab o ve fo rt M a ndan ex

cept Kn i fe a nd the l ittle M isso u ris Rivers and the M i sso u ri , the
o ther Streams being SOmu c h impregna ted with minera l a s to

be verry disagreeb le in its present state. I saw the rema ins
o f Severa l camps o f o ssinnibo ins, nea r o ne o f tho se camps 85
a t no grea t distance from the mo u th o f the afo resa i d creek , in
a ho l low,

I saw a l a rge S tro ng p en made fo r the pu rpo se o f

ca tch ing the a nte lo pe, wi th w ings proj ect ing from it widining
from the p en .

Saw severa l gangs Of Bu ffalow a nd som elk a t a d istance , a

b la ck bea r seen from the Pero gues to day . passed a ro ck in
the M iddle o f the ri ve r, some sma l ler ro cks from th a t to the

L. Sho re, the do g th a t came to u s yesterday mo rn ing co n

tinues to fo l low u s, we camped o n a sa nd p o int to the L .S.

Co urse distance 85? he 15
"
,

l
o fApri l

111 . to a p? o fw o od o n the L? Si‘.l a h igh hi l l o n the Si Si“.l
mi les to a po i nt o f w o od o n the Si o p

’
.

d
the lower

po int o f an Island L. Bend
N. 205

’
E . m i les to a Bluff po int o n the S‘.1 passed the up per

pa rt o f the Island a t 2 mi les
m i les to a po int o f wo odland o n the L. Side
a mi le o n the La ‘! po in t
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1 805] MANDAN TO YELLOWSTONE

N . 15
? W . M o f a mi le o n the L. p ,‘ here the w a ters o f Mo use

r1ver IS near
N. 1 2

? W . 1% mi les to the low er pa rt o f a Bluff o n the S‘.1 Side pass
ing a c reek o n the S. Side . Go a t pen c reek

N
'

. W . 2 m i les to a h igh Bluff o n the 8 4 Side
N. W . 3 m i les to a p .

t
o f wo odland o n the S. S ide

N. 1 6
? W . 3 mi les to a po int o f wo ods o n the L. S.

23

[ L ew is Tuesday April 1 8 05.

Set o u t ve ry ea rl y this mo rn ing . Capt . Cl a rk wa lked o n

Sho re this mo rn ing, and ki l led a n Antel o pe
,
rej o ined u s at

after e igh t A .M . he info rmed me tha t he had seen many
Buffa lo e Elk a nd dee r in his absence

, a nd th a t he had met
w ith a grea t number o f o ld ho rnets nests in the wo o dy bo ttoms
th ro ugh whi ch he had pa ssed . the h i l ls o f the ri ve r st i l l co n
tinu e extreemly b ro ken fo r a few mi les back

, when it becomes
a fi ne leve l co un try o f Open fe rt i le lands. immedia te l y o n the

riv er there are ma ny _

fi ne leav e l extens i ve and extreemly ferti le
h igh p la ins a nd meadows . I th ink the qu a nt i ty o f t imbered
l and o n the rive r is increas ing. the minera l appea rances sti l l
co ntinue . I met w ith severa l sto nes to day that had the ap

p eara nce o f wo o d fi rst ca rbo na ted a nd then p etrefyed by the
wa ter o f the river, wh i ch I have disco vered has tha t effect o n
many v egitable substa nces when expo sed to it

’

s influence fo r
a length o f t ime . I be l ieve it to be the strata s o f co a l seen in
tho se h i l ls wh ich causes the fire a nd b irnt appea rances fre
quen t l y met w ith in th is qua rter . where th o se b irn t appea r
a nces are to be seen in the face o f the river b luffs, the co a l is
se l dom seen , and when yo u meet w i th it in the ne igh bo u rh o o d
o f the stra ta s o f b i rut ea rth , the co a l appea rs to be p resisely a t

the same h ight, and is nea rl y o f the Same th i ckness, togeter
w i th the sand a nd a su l phu rio us substance whic h u su su ally

accomp a ny s it . there was a rema rkab le la rge beaver caugh t
by o ne o f the pa rty last n ight . these anamals are now very
abu ndant . I h ave met w ith seve ra l trees wh ich have been
fe l led by them 20 I nches in diameter. b a rk is the i r o n l y fo o d ;
and they appear to prefer that o f the Co tto n wo o d and wi l low ;
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LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apr
'

11 1 6

a s we have never met wi th any o ther species o f t imbe r o n the

M isso u ri wh ich had the appea rance o f be ing cu t by them. we

passed th ree sma l l c reeks o n the Sta r‘i s ide . they take the i r
r ise in the river h i l ls a t no great distance. we saw a grea t
number o f geese to day , b o th in the p la ins and o n the river I
have o b served bu t few du cks , tho se we hav e met with are the

M a l l a rd and b lue winged Tea l .

Co urses and distances o f 1 6‘.h April.

80. W . to a po int o f wo odland o n the Star? s ide
36 . W . to a po in t o f wo odla nd o n the Lar‘l s ide .

60 . W . to a p o int o f wo od o n the s ide, Op po s ite t o a b luff
w hich commences 1 mile belo w o n the Lar‘! side

25. W. to a po int o f w o odland o n the La r‘l s ide
70. W . to a po in t . o f wo odland o n the La r‘! side, passing a

p o int o f
’

wo od and large sa nd ba r o n the Star‘! s ide
65. W. a lo ng the Lard po int o f wo ods to o ur encampment o f

th is e ven ing
M i les 1 8 .

Note. The distances we are o b l iged to p ass a ro und the sand ba rs is
much grea ter than tho se here sta ted from po int to po int .

[C l a rk q pril Tuesday 1 8 05

Wind ha rd from the S. E I wa l ked o n sho re and Ki l led
an anti lo pe wh ich was verry meagre, Saw Great numbers o f

Elk 85 some buffalow 85 Dee r, a verry la rge Beaver co ught

th is mo rn ing. Some verry handsom high p lanes 85 extens ive

b o ttoms, The mine ra l appea ra n ces o f co a l 85 Sa l t to gether
w ith some appea rance o f Bu rnt h i l[l]s co ntinu e . a number
o f o ld h o rnets nests Seen in every b o ttom mo re p erticularly
in the o ne o ppo s i t to the p l ace we camped this n ight . the

wo o ded bo ttoms are mo re extensi ve to day than C ommo n .

passed three sma l l creeks o n the S . S . to day wh ich take the i r
rise in the h i l ls a t n o great distance, Great numbers o f Gees

in the r iver 85 in the Pla ins feeding o n the Grass.
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Ap ril I 7

some tra cks o f I nd ians who had passed abo u t 24 ho u rs they
left fo u r rafts o f tim [her] o n the Sta r‘i s ide, o n which they had
p assed . we suppo sed them to h ave b een a pa rty o f the

Assinnibo ins who had been to war aga inst the ro cky M o un

ta in I ndia ns, and th en o n thei r retu rn . Cap t . Cla rk saw a

Cu rlo u to -day . there were th ree b eaver taken th is mo rn ing
by the pa rty . the men prefer the flesh o f th is anama l

,
to th a t

o f a ny o ther which we h av e , o r a re ab le to pro cu re a t this
moment. I ea t ve ry hea rti l y o f the beave r myse l f, and th ink
it exce l lent ; p a rti cu la rl y the ta le, and l iver we had a fa i r
Wind to day wh ich enab led u s to sa i l the grea te r pa rt o f the

dis ta nce we h ave tra v led, encamped o n the La ri sh o re the

extremity o f the last co u rse.

Co urses and dista nces o f the 1 7
‘
.

h

S. 70. W. to a po in t o f w i llow s o n the Sta r‘.1 S ide
S. 75. W . a lo ng the Star

? po int
,
o p po s ite to a b luff

N. 75. W . to a wo o d in a bend o n the SE" s ide
N. 50. W . to a p o int o f wo odland Sta r‘.l s ide
S. 60. W. to a po int o f wo o dland o n Star‘.1 s ide o ppo s i te to a

b luff o n Lard
,
just abo ve which, a creek fa lls in o n

the La t ? abo ut 1 0 ya rds w ide .

N . 8 0. W . to a w i llow po int o n the s ide .

S 8 5. W . to a po int o f wo odland Lar‘l o p po s i te to a b luff o n

Star? s ide
W est . Alo ng the po int

,
o ppo site to a h igh b luff abo ve

whi ch a sma l l run fa l ls in
S. 40. W . a lo ng the same po int o f wo odla nd La r‘i s ide.

S. 30 . W . a lo ng the Lar‘! side to a w i l low p o int
W . to the up per part o f the high t imb er o n the Star‘.1 side 4 .

S. 28 . W. to a po int o f wo odland o n the La r‘l s ide w here w e

encamped fo r the n ight

[Cla rk ap ril Wednesday 1 8 05

a fine mo rn ing w ind from the S E . Gen'.y to day ha ndsom
high extencive rich Pla ins o n ea ch s ide , the mine ra l appea r
ances co nt inu e wi th grea ter appea ra nces Of co a l , much grea te r
appea ra nce o f the h i l ls hav eing been bu rnt, mo re Pumi ce
S to ne 85 Lava washed down to the b o ttoms and some Pumi ce
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MANDAN TO YELLOWSTONE

Sto ne flo a ting in the river, I wa lked o n the saw great
numbers o f Buffalow

'

feeding in the Pl a ins a t a dis ta nce Cap
?

Lew is ki l led 2 Buffalow buls which was nea r the wa ter a t the

time o f dineing, they were so po re as to be u nfi t fo r u se . I
saw Severa l Sma l l pa rt i es o f ante lo pes la rge herds o f Elk,
So me wh i te wo l ves, and in a po nd (fo rmed o n the S.S. by the

M isso u ries changeing its head) I seen Swan , Gees , 85 different
kinds o f Du cks in grea t numbers a lso a Beaver ho u se . Pa ssed
a sma l l creek o n the S.S. 85 seve ra l ru ns o f water o n ea ch s ide ,
Saw the rema ins o f I ndia n camps in every po int o f t imbered
land 0 11 the S.S. in the ev ining a thu nder gust passed from
the S W. w itho u t ra in , ab o u t sunset saw some fresh India ns
track and fo u r rafts o n the sho re S.S. Tho se I p ro sume were
Ossinnibo ins who had been o n a war pa rty aga inst the Ro ckey
M o u nta in I ndia ns . Saw a curlow, some verry la rge beaver
taken th is mo rn ing. tho se an ima ls a re made u se Of as fo o d
and preferred by the pa rty to any o ther a t th is seaso n

Co urse distance 85° 1 7
°
o f April 1 805

S. 70
9 W. 3 m i les to a po int o f w i l lows o n the S.S‘.l

S 75
9 W . m iles o n the S‘.1 S ide Op po sid a Bluff

N . W . 3 m i les to a w o o d in a bend to the S‘.1 Side
N. 50

9 W miles to a po int o fw o od Land S‘.i Side
S 609 W o f a mi le to a p? o f wo od land o n the S. S‘l o p po s i t to

a Bluff on the S ide just abo ve w h ich a c reek
fa lls in o n the Lab ‘il abo u t 1 0 y ‘

l ’ w ide .

N. 80
9 W . mi les to a w i llow po in t o n the L. S‘l a Lake 85 creek

St‘.i Ha l ls Stra nd lake
S. 8 5

9 W . mi les to a L. pf o f wo o d land o p po si t to a b luff o n

the Starbo a rd S ide .

West m i le a lo ng the L. p .

t
o f wo od land, a h igh b luff o n the

S.S. a bo ve wh ich a run fa lls in burnt h i lls
S. 40

9 W . I m i le a lo ng the same po int o f w o od land Lar‘? S.

S. 30
° W . o f a m i le o n the La? S ide o f a w i l low po int.

S. W . 4 mi les to the u pper pa rt o f a h igh t imber o n the Star
bo ard S ide .

S. 28
9 W . 2 m i les to a po in t o f wo od land o n the L. S ide where we

26 c amped fo r the n ight .
Note The distance we are o b l iged to go ro und sand ba rs is much

grea ter than tho se ca lled fo r in the co urses from po int to po int 85?
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[ L ew is Thursday Ap ril 1 8 05.

A fi ne mo rn ing, set o u t a t an ea rl y ho u r . o ne Beaver
caugh t th is mo rn ing by two t raps, having a fo o t in each the

t raps be lo nged to d ifferen t indiv idu a ls, between whom, a co n

test ensu ed, wh i ch wo u l d h ave termina ted, mo st p ro bab l y, in a

serio us renco unter had no t o ur t ime ly a rr iva l a t the pla ce p re
vented it. after b reakfast th is mo rn ing

,
Capt. C la rk wa l ked

o n Sta “! sho re . wh i le the pa rty were a ssending by means o f

the i r to e lines, I wa l ked w i th them o n the b a nk ; fo und a

species o f p ea b ea r ing a ye l l ow flowe r
,
and now in b lume ; it

se l dom rises mo re than 6 inches h igh
,
the leaf 85 sta l k resem

b les tha t o f the commo n ga rdin p ea , the ro o t is p erenia l. (see
spec imen Of v egitables N

‘
! I a lso saw severa l p a rsels o f

buffa lo e’s h a i r h anging o n the ro se bu shes, wh i ch had been
b leached by expo sure to the wea ther and b ecame perfectl y
wh i te. it [had] every appea rance o f the wo o l Of the sheep,
tho

’

mu ch finer and mo re s i lkey and so ft . I am co nfident
tha t an exce l lent c lo th may be made o f the wo o l o f the

Buffa lo e . the Buffa lo e I k i l led yesterday had cast his lo ng
ha re, a nd the po i l wh ich rema ined was very th i ck , fine, and

ab o u t 2 inches in length . I th ink this a namal wou l d have
fu rn ished abo ut five po unds Of wo o l .1 we were deta ined
to -day from o ne to five P . M . in co nsequ ence o f the wind
wh i ch b lew so vio lent l y from N . th at it was w i th difficu lty we
co u ld keep the cano es from fi l l ing w ith wa ter a l tho ’ they were
a lo ng sho re ; I had them secu red by p lacing the p erogues o n

the o u t si de o f them in su ch manner a s to b reak the waves o ff

them. a t 5 we p ro ceed, a nd sho rtl y after met w i th Capt .
Cla rk

, who had ki l led a n E lk and a deer and wa s wa t ing o ur

a rriva l . we to o k the mea t o n b o a rd and co n tinu ed o ur ma rch
u nt i l l nea r ly da rk when we came to o o n the Sta r“! s i de u nder a
b o ald wel l-t imbered bank which she l tered us from the wind

1 When Jo l l iet first enco untered the buffa lo , he o bserved the po ss ib i l ity o f us ing
its w o o l w i th the wo o l o f these o xen he co u ld ma ke c lo th, much finer than mo st
o f tha t which we bring from Fra nce . Marest say s that the I l l ino is made from th is
ha ir vario us art ic les, a s legg ing s, g irdles , and po uches. See yes . Rela tions , lvi i i , p .
1 07 ; lxvi , p . 231 . Ca t l in recommends (N. Amer . Iuds. , i , p . 2 63) the util iza t ion
o f the buffa lo ’s ha ir fo r wo o l len manufa ctures. ED.
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apri l 1 9

o n the S.S. in an exce l lent h a rbo r, So o n a fter we came to o ,

two men went up the river to set the i r beaver traps they met

w ith a B ea r and be ing wi th o u t the i r a rms tho ught p ro den t to
retu rn 85 ? The wi ld cheries a re in b l o om,

Grea t appea rance
o f Bu rnt h i l ls Pumi ce Sto ne 85 .

c

the co a l 85 sa l t appea ra nce
co ntinues, the water in the sma l l runs mu ch better tha n b elow.

Saw sev era l o ld I ndian camps
,

the game, su ch as Buffalow

Elk, a nte lo pes 85 Deer verry p lenty

Co urse di sta nce 85C. o fApri l
So uth 3 m i les to a po int o n the St‘.1 S ide
N . 75

9 W . 2% mi les t o a w o o d po int o n the L. Side
N . 85

9 W
, a m i le a lo ng the La ‘.

1 Side
S. 25

° E 2 m i les to a sand po int o n the 8 4 S ide
S. 60

9 W . 1 m i le to a p? o fW i l low s o n the S? S ide
S. 65

9 W m i le a lo ng the S‘.1 po .

t
t o a p o int o f t imbered land o ps

‘
.

l
a

Bluff o n the La ? Side
N. 25

9 W 2. mi les to a Co pse o f wo ods o n the S‘.I Side
S. 50

9
-W . 1% mi les to the u p per part o f a wo od o n the Sta ‘.l S ide

m i les 13
camped

[ L ew is Fr iday Ap ril 1 8 05.

The w ind b lew so ha rd th i s mo rn ing from N.W. tha t we
da red no t to ventu re o ur cano es o n the river. Observ ed co n
siderab le quant i ties o f dwa rf Jun iper o n the h i l l s ides (see
specimen it se ldom rises h igher then 3 feet. the wi nd
deta ined u s thro ugh the co u se o f this day , tho

’

we we re fo rtu
na te in having p la ced o u rsel ves in a safe ha rb o u r . the pa rty
ki l led o ne E lk and a beaver to day . The b eaver o f this pa rt
Of the M isso u ri are la rger, fa tter, mo re abu ndant a nd better
c lad w i th fur than tho se o f any o ther pa rt o f the co u n try that
I have yet seen ; I have rema rked a lso tha t thei r fur is mu ch
da rke r .

[ C la rk 1 9
1?

op r il Fr iday 1 8 05

a b lu stering windey day the wind so h a rd from the N .W .

tha t we we re fearfull o f ventering o ur Cano es in the river, lay
by a ll day o n the S . Side in a go o d h a rber, the Praries appea r

1 Th is shou ld b e No . 1 04 . See Sc ient ific Da ta Bo tany , in vo l. vi, p ost. ED.
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to Green, the co tto n trees b igin to leav e, Saw some p lumb
bushes in fu l l b lo om, tho se were the plumb bu shes whi ch I
have seen fo r some t ime. Ki l led a n Elk an [d] a Beaver to
day . The beaver Of th is r iver is mu ch la rger than usial, Great
dea l o f Sign o f the la rge Bea r ,

[ L ew is Sa turday Ap ril 1 8 05.

The w ind co ntinu ed to b low to lerab ly ha rd this mo rn ing bu t
b y no mea ns as vio len t l y a s it did yesterday ; we determined
to set o u t and acco rdingly depa rted a l ittle befo re seven . I
wa lked o n sho re o n the N . S ide o f the r ive r

,
and Capt Cla rk

pro ceeded w i th the pa rty . the rive r bo ttoms th ro ugh wh ic h I
passed ab o u t seven mi les were fert i l a nd we l l co vered w ith
Co tto nwo o d some Boxa lder, a sh and red Elm. the under
b rush , w i l low,

ro se b u shes H o neysu ccles, red w i l low, go o sbury ,

cu rra nt a nd serv icebury 85 in the o pen gro u nds a lo ng the fo o t
o f the river h i l ls immence qua nt it ies Of the hiso p .

1 in the

co u rse o f my wa l k I ki l led two deer, wo u nded an E lk and a

deer ; saw the remains o f some Indian hunt ing camps , nea r
wh ich sto o d a sma l l scaffo l d o f abo ut 7 feet h igh o n wh ich were
depo s i ted two do o g S lays with the i r ha rnis . undernea th thi s
scaffo ld a human b o dy was l y ing, we l l ro l led in severa l d ressed
buffa lo e skins and nea r it a bag o f the same ma te ria ls co n
ta [in]ing su ndry a rt i c les be lo nging to the disceas

’

ed ; co ns is t ing
o f a pa re Of mo ckerso ns , some red a nd b lue ea rth , beave r

’

s

na i ls
,
instrumen ts fo r dress ing the Buffa lo skin , some dry ed

ro o ts , severa l p la tts o f the sweet grass, and a sma l l qu a n t ity o f

M anda n to bacco . I p resume th a t the b o dy , a s we l l a s the

b ag co nta in ing th ese a rti c les, had fo rme rly been p la ced o n the

scaffo l d as is the cus tom o f these peo p le, bu t had fa l len do wn
by a ccedent . nea r the scaffo l d I saw the ca rcase o f a large dog

1 In the MS. o ccurs here a red-ink interl inea t io n (ca nce l led, how ever, by ano ther
p en) , “ co py this fo r Dr. Barto n . A s previo us ly expla ined, in B iddle ‘

s text mo st

o f the na tura l hi sto ry no tes a re omi tted, because he had intended tha t th is ma teria l
sho u ld b e w o rked u p by Dr. Benjamin Smith Barto n . The la tter fa i led to do this ;
and the o ften e labo ra te o bserva tio ns o f Lew i s and Clark o n the fauna , flo ra , and

s i lva o f the Grea t West have therefo re been hitherto pra ct ica l ly lo st to the sc ientific
world. ED.
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no t yet decayed , wh ich I supp o sed had been ki l led a t the
.

t ime

the human bo dy was left o n the scaffo l d ; th is was no do ub t the
rewa rd, wh i ch the po o r do o g had met w i th fo r perfo rming
the [b lank spa ce in M S.] friendly o ffi ce to his mistres o f t rans
p o rting her co rps to the pla ce o f depo s i t . it is cu stoma ry w i th
the Assinnibo ins, M andans, M ineta res 85C who scaffo ld the i r
dead

, to sacrefice the favo ri te ho rses and do ggs o f the i r dis
cea sed re l a tio ns, w ith a view o f the i r be ing serv icable to them
in the land o f Sp erits . I have never hea rd o f any instances o f

human sacrefices o n tho se o ccas io ns amo ng them.

The w ind b lew so ha rd that I co ncluded it wa s impo ss ib le
fo r the p erogues and ca no es to p ro ceed a nd therefo re retu rned
and j o ined them ab o ut th ree in the even ing. Capt . Cla rk
info rmed me that so o n afte r seting o u t, a pa rt o f the ba nk o f

the rive r fe l l in nea r o ne o f the cano es a nd had ve ry nea rl y
fi l led her w i th wa ter. tha t the w ind b ecame so ha rd and the

waves so h igh tha t it was w ith infin ite risk he had been ab le
to get a s far as his p resent sta t io n . the wh ite p erogue a nd

seve ra l o f the cano es had ship ed water seve ra l t imes bu t happi ly
o ur sto res were bu t l i tt le inju red ; tho se which were wet we

pu t o u t to dry a nd dete rmined to rema in u nt i l l the next mo rn
ing . we sent o u t fo u r hu nters who so o n added 3 Elk 4 gees
a nd 2 deer to o ur sto ck o f pro v is io ns . the pa rty caugh t six
beaver to day wh ich were la rge and in fi ne o rder. the Buffa l o e,
Elk and deer are po o r a t th is sea so n , and o f co u rs are no t very

p alitable, h owever o ur go o d hea lth a nd apet ites make up
every necessary deficiency , and we eat very hea rt i l y o f them.

encamped o n Stard s ide ; u nder a h igh we l l t imbered b ank .

Co urses a nd D istances o f th is day .

So uth to the upper pa rt o f a t imbered bo t tom a t a b luff o n

the Lar‘! s ide
to a po int o f h igh t imber o n the Sta" S i ‘! pass ing o ver

a la rge sand po in t o n St<i s ide
N. 45. W . to a la rge tree in a bend o n sta rd s ide o p po si te a la rge

sand po int
S. 45. W. to a po int o f low w il lows o n Sta rd side
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Co urse dista nce 2o
‘
.

h
o fApri l 1 805

So uth 1 m i les to the u pper pa rt o f a t imbered bo ttom at a b luff
o n the La d S ide

W est 1% mi les to a h igh t imber o n the Side pa ss ing o ver a
la rge Sand po int o n S.S.

N. 45
9 W . I% m i le to a tree in a Glade in a bend to the Sta rb o ard

S ide a sand p? o ps ‘.1
S. 45

9 W. 2 mi les to a po int o f low w illow s o n the SE1 S ide .

6%

This mo rning was verry co l d, some snow ab o u t 2 o c lo ck
from flying clo uds, Some fro st this mo rn ing 85 the mud a t

the edge o f the wa ter was fro sed

[ L ew i s Sunday Ap ril 1 8 05.

Set o u t at a n ea rl y ho u r th is mo rn ing . Capt Cla rk wa l ked
o n sho re ; the w ind tho

’

a head was no t vio lent . the co u ntry
thro ugh whi ch we pa ssed is very Simelar in every respect to
th a t th ro ugh wh i ch we have passed fo r severa l days. We saw

immence herds o f buffa l o e Elk deer 85 Ante lo pes . Cap t .
Cla rk ki l led a buffa lo e and 4 deer in the co u rse o f his wa l k
to day ; and the pa rty w ith me ki l led 3 deer, 2 beaver, and 4
buffa lo e ca l ves . the latter we fo u nd very del i c io us . I th ink
it equ a l to any vea l I ever tasted . the Elk now begin to shed
the i r h o rns . passed o ne la rge and two sma l l creeks o n the

Lar‘? s i de, tho
’

ne ither o f them disch a rge any wa ter a t p resent .
the w ind b lew so h a rd th is even ing th a t we were o b l iged to

h a l t severa l ho u rs . we rea ched the pl ace o f incampment a fte r
da rk , whi ch was o n the Lar‘l Side a l itt le abo ve White ea rth

r iver wh ich discha rges itsel f o n the Sta
'

f
’
s ide . immedia te l y a t

the mo u th o f th is river it is no t mo re then 10 ya rds w ide bei ng
ch o ked u p by the mud o f the M isso u ri ; tho

’

a fter leaving the
b o ttom l ands o f th is river, o r even so o ner, it becomes a b o ald

stream o f s ixty ya rds wide and is deep a nd navigab le . the

co u rse o f thi s river a s far a s I co u l d see from the to p o f Cut

blaj ,was due N o rth . it pa sses th ro ugh a bea tifull leve l and
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fert i le va l ly abo u t five mi les in width . I think I saw abo u t

25 mi les up th is river, a nd did no t disco ver o ne tree o r bu sh
o f any discrip tio n o n it

’

s b o rde rs. the va l l y was co ve red w i th
Elk a nd buffa l o e . saw a grea t numbe r o f gees to day as usua l ,
a lso some swan and du cks.

Co urses and D istances o f th is day .

1 8 . E. to a sa nd po in t St ‘.i Oppo s ite to a bluf La ‘.l

N. 75. W . to a po i nt o f h igh t imber o n St? o p po s ite a

'

blff.

40. W . to a w i llow po int o n La r‘! o ppo s i te to a b luff.

60. W . to a p o int o f wo o dla nd o n Sta r“; s ide, o po site to a

b luff, just below whi ch o n the s ide a c reek
fa l ls in .

25. E . to a po int o fwo od land o n La r<1 o ppo s ite to a h igh b luff.
N . IO. W . to the up per p art o f a b luff a nd in a Star‘.1 bend.

50. W. to the u p per po int o f the t imbered bo ttom o n La r‘!

s ide b elow a high b luff po in t wh ich we ca l led Cut
hlaf , a t mile Pa ssW hite Ea rth river o n Star!

S
”

[ Cla rk q/
‘

Ap ril Sunday 1 8 05.

Set o u t ea rl y the wind gent le 85 from the N .W . the

r iver b eing verry cro o ked , I co nc luded to wa l k thro ugh the

po int, the co untrey o n e ither s i de is verry s imi la r to that we
have pa ssed , Saw a n emence number o f Elk 85 Buffa low, a lso
Deer Ante lo pes Geese Du cks 85 a fiew Swan, the Buffa low

is abo u t Calv eing I k i l led a Bu ffalow
,
85 4 Deer in my wa l k

to day , the pa rty ki l led 2 deer 2 beaver 85 4 Buffa low Ca lves,
wh ich was ver ry go o d veele . I saw o ld camps o f Indians o n
the L . Side, we passed 1 la rge 85 2 sma l l creeks o n the L .

Side ne ither o f them discha rge a ny wa te r into the river, in

the even ing the w ind became verry ha rd 3. head, we made
camp a t a l a te ho u r wh i ch wa s o n the L . Side a l itt le abo ve the
mo u th OfWhite l7a t River wh ich fa l ls in o n the Sta

“ Side
a nd is 60 yds . w ide

,
severa l ml? u p
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m i les Co rse distance 85C. o f a pl

ml. to a sand p ? S. S. o p sf
l
a b luff o n the L .S.

to a p? o f h igh t imb er o n the a Bluff
to a w i l low p ? L. Ops

‘
.

l
a Bluff o n the

4% to a p ? o f w o od land o n the S.s‘l Op s
‘
.

l
a b luff j ust

b e low wh ich a c ree k fa lls in o n the L .S.

N. 25
9
E 2 to a p .

t
o f wo od land o n the L . o ppo s

‘l
to a high bluff

o n the Star? S ide
N. 1 0

9 W 2 to the up per pa rt o f a low b luff o n the S.s‘l o ps
‘l
to a

p ? o f t imber o n the L. S ide
' m i les to the u p per pa rt o f a t imber a t a h igh sho rt

b luff o n the La r‘.l S ide, passedwhite ea rth r i ver a t
mile o n the S‘! Side

[ L ew is z] Monday Ap ril 22
“

1 8 05.

Set o ut a t an ea r l y h o u r th is mo rn ing ; pro ceeded pretty
we l l u nti l l b reakfa [s]t, when the wind became so ha rd a head
tha t we pro ceeded wi th diffi cu l ty even w ith the ass istance o f

o u r to e l ines . the p a rty ha l ted a nd Cp l Cla rk a nd myse l f
wa l ked to theWh i te ea rth river wh ich appro a ches the M isso u ri
very nea r a t th is pla ce, b e ing ab o u t 4 mi les abo ve it

’

s entrance .

we fo und tha t it co nta ined mo re wa ter than s treams o f it
’

s s ize
genera l l y do a t this sea so n . the water is mu ch clea rer than
tha t o f the M isso u r i . the banks o f the river a re steep and

n o t mo re than ten o r twe lve feet h igh ; the bed seems to be

compo sed o f mud a l to gether . the sa l ts wh ich h ave been

befo re mentio ned a s commo n o n the M isso u ri, appea rs In

grea t qu ant it ies a l o ng the banks Of this ri ver, wh i ch a re in

many p la ces so thi ckl y co vered with it tha t they appea r p er
fectly wh i te . perhaps it has been from this wh i te appea rance
o f it

’

s banks th at the r iver has de rived it’s name . this river
is sa id to be n avigab le nea rl y to it

’

s so u rce, wh ich is at no

great distance from the Sa ska shawan, a nd I th ink from it
’

s

S ize the di rect io n whi ch it seems to take, and the l a titude o f

it
’

s mo u th , tha t there is very go o d gro und to be l ieve that it
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Co urses a nd distances o f o fApri l . 1 805.

W. to a po int o f wo o dla nd o n the side .

a lo ng the w o odland o n Lar‘.i sho re

70. W . to the lower po int o f a b luff in a bend o n sta r? s ide
20. W . to the u p per part o f the sta r‘! b luff.
60 . E . to a po int o f w o ods in a b end o n Star“.l

30. E. to a w i llow po int o n the s ide .

65. E . to an o bjec t in a bend o n Lar‘! where we encamped
fo r the even ing

2

2

2

2

2

5

2

Po int o f Observat ion N? 6 .
— Apr i l 22151 1 805.

On the La r‘l Sho re o ne mi le abo ve the cut blufi
"

Observed t ime and dista nce o f Q
"
a nd I) " nearest l imb s, w i th Sex

ta nt
,
the G) East

T ime T ime.

Observed equa l a lt itudes o f the Q w ith Sextant

h m o h 111 s

A .M . 1 1 . 21 . 49. P.M. 5. 13. 38 .

23. 38 1 5. 31 .

25. 29. 1 7. 20 .

Alt itude by Sex tant a t the time o f observa t io n 52
’
45

[C la rk 221;
i
qf

'

Ap ril Monday 1 8 05

a verry co l d mo rn ing Some fro st, we set o u t a t an ea rl y
h o u r a nd p ro ceeded o n verry we l l u n t i l l brackfast a t which
t ime the w ind began to b l ow verry ha rd a head, and co ntinu ed
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ha rd all day we p ro ceeded o n w ith mu ch dificuelty w ith the

ass istance o f the to e
'

Ro pes . Capf Lewis 85 my se l f wa lked to
the River wh ich is nea r the M isso u ri fo u r mi les abo ve its
mo u th , th i s ri ver is 60 ya rds w ide a nd co n ta ins a grea ter

p erp o rtio n Of wa te r a t this t ime than is commo n fo r Rive rs o f

its s ize it appea rs nav agab le as fu r a s a ny o f
'

the pa rty was,
a nd I am to ld to nea r its so u rce in mo rrasses in the Open
Pla ins, it passes (as far as we can see wh ich is 6 o r 7 Leagus)
thro ’

a bu tifull extinsiv e va l lee, r i ch 85 ferti le and a t th is t ime

co vered with Buffa low, Elk 85 a nte lo pes, wh i ch may be Seen
a lso in a ny o the r d i rectio n in th is qu a rter . th is river mu st

take its rise a t no grea t dista nce E ast o f the Sa skashawan, a nd
no do ub t a s fa r N . as L a t“!50

?

Some o f the h igh p la ins o n the b ro ken rivers [banks] o f

the r ive r co nta ins grea t quant i ty Of Pebb le Sto nes o f va rio us
s izes , The Stratum o f co a l is mu ch ri cher than be low,

the

appea rances Of M inera l 85 bu rnt h i l ls st i l l co nt inue’

the river
ris ing a l i ttl e, Saw an emence numb er o f beaver feeding o n

the waters edge 85 swiming ki l led severa l , Cap
? Lewis as

sended a h i l l from the to p o f w h ich he had a mo st inchanting
pro spect o f the Co un trey a ro u nd 85 the mea nderings o f the

two rivers, wh i ch is rema rkab le cro o ked . a buffalow ca l f
which was o n the Sh o re a lo ne fo l lowed Cap Lew is some dis

tance, I o b served a l a rge dro ve o f bu ffa low p ro sued by

wo lves co ught o ne o f thei r ca lves in my V iew, tho se an ima ls
defend the i r yo ung as l o ng as they can keep up with the dro ve

Co urse 85 D istance 22
'
3.d o fApri l

mi les
N. 60

? W . 2% to a po int o f wo o d land o n
’

the Side
W est I a lo ng the w o od o n the L‘

.

I po int
S. 70

9 W . I to the low er po int o f a bluff in a bend to the Starbo a rd
Side

S. 20? W . 2 to the up per part o f the Sa id b luff o n the Starbo ard S ide
S. 60

9
E 1 to a wo o d in a bend to the 8 ? S ide

S . 30
9

E 2 to a w i l low po int o n the S‘? Side
N . 65

?
E 1% to an o bject in a bend to the L. S . and camped
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[ L ew is Tuesday Ap ril 23
“

Set o u t a t a n ea r ly ho u r th is mo rn ing . abo u t n ine A .M .

the w ind a ro se, and Sho rt l y afte r became so vio lent tha t we
were u nabled to p ro ceed , in sho rt it wa s w ith mu ch diffi cu lty
a nd some risk tha t I was enab led to get the cano es and p er

Ogues in to a pl a ce o f to lerab le safety , there being no t imbe r o n
e i ther s ide o f the river a t this p l a ce . some o f the cano es shiped
wa ter

,
and wet severa l p a rsels o f the i r lading, wh ich I di rected

to b e o pened a nd a i red . we rema ined u nti l l fi v e in the even
ing when the w ind aba t ing in s ome measu re , we rel o aded , a nd
pro ceeded . sh o rtl y a fter we were j o ined by Capt . Cla rk who
had wa l ked o n sho re th is mo rn ing, and pa ssing thro ugh the

b o ttom l ands had fa l len o n the river some mi les ab o ve, -and
co ncludi ng tha t the w ind had deta ined u s, came down the river
in su reh o f us . he had ki l led three b la ck-ta led , o r mu le deer,
a nd a buffa lo e Ca l f, in the co u rse Of his ramb le. these ha rd
winds, be ing so frequent l y repea ted, become a serio us so u rce
o f deten tio n to u s . incamp ed o n the s ide .

1

Co urses a nd dista nces o f the 232
" Apr i l .

S . 25. E . to a po int o f timbered land o n Sta r?

S. a lo ng this Sta r‘i p o in t o fwo odla nd. a h igh bluff o p po site I .

S. 78 . W . to a c o ps o f wo ods, under a h i l l o n Sta r‘.1 in a bend 4 .

S. 14 . E. to a po int o f h igh t imber in a Lar‘.l bend passing the

ex trem ity o f a l i ttle bay Sf‘l
S. 25. W . to a po int o f wo odland on the La r‘.I s ide .

[Cl a rk 2373op ril 1 8 05

A co l d mo rn ing a t abo u t 9 o c lo ck the w ind a s u sia l ro se
from the N W and co nt inued to b low verry ha rd un t i l l l a te in
the even ing I wa l ked o n Sho re a fte r brackfas t in my wa l k
o n the S Side pa ssed th ro ugh extens ive bo ttoms o f t imber inter
sp erced w ith glades 85 low Open p la ins, I k i l led 3 mu le o r

b la ck ta i l Deer, wh i c h was in to lerab le o rder, Saw Seve ral
o thers, I a lso ki l led a Buffalow ca l f wh ich was verry fine , I
stru ck the r iver abo ve the Perogu s whi ch had come to o in a

1 This was above Pa intedWo od Creek . ED.
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po cket wa tch , is o u t o f o rder, she w i l l run o n l y a few minu tes
w ith o u t sto ping. I can disco ve r no radica l defect in her wo rks,
and must therefo re a ttribu te it to the sand, wi th which , she

seems plent ifu l ly cha rged , no twi ths tanding her cases are do ub le
a nd tight .

[ Cl a rk zaf" op ril Wednesday 1 8 05

The w ind ro se last n igh t a nd co nt inu ed b l owing from the

N . 8: N W . a nd somet imes w ith grea t v io lence, u nt i l ] 7
o c lo ck RM ,

Severa l a rt ic les wet in the Pero gues by the i r
take ing wa ter as the w ind was a head we co u l d no t mo ve
to day Sent o u t hu nters

,
they ki l led 4 Deer 2 Elk 8: co ught

some yo ung wo l ves o f the sma l l k ind, The pa rty compla in
mu ch o f the Sand in the i r eyes, The sa nd is ver ry fi ne and

rises in c lo uds from the Po in ts and ba rs o f the river, I may

say tha t dureing tho se winds we eat Drink 8: breeth a p re

po rtio n o f sand .

[ L ew is z] Tbufl day Ap ril 1 8 05.

The wind was mo re mo dera te th is mo rn ing, tho
’

sti l l ha rd
we set o u t a t a n ea rl y ho u r .1 the wa ter friezed o n the o a rs
thi s mo rn ing as the men rowed . a bo u t 1 0 o clo ck A .M . the

w ind began to b low so vio lentl y th at we were o b l iged to lye
t o o . my dog had b een absent du ring the las t n igh t, and I was
fearfu ll we had lo st him a l to gether, however, mu ch to my

sa tisfa ct io n he j o ined u s a t 8 o clo ck this mo rn ing. The w ind
had been so u nfavo rab le to o ur pro gress fo r severa l days past,
a nd seeing bu t l i ttle p ro spect o f a favo u rab le cha ng ; know ing
tha t the river was cro o ked

,
from the repo rt o f the hu nters who

were o u t yesterday , and beleiv ing that we were a t no very great
distance from the Ye l low sto ne River ; I determined , in o rder
a s mu sh as po ss ib le to avo id detentio n, to p ro ceed by land w ith
a few men to the entra nce o f tha t river and make the necessa ry
o bserva tio ns to determine it’s po s i ti o n, which I h o ped to effect
by the t ime tha t Capt. Cla rk co u l d a rr ive with the pa rty ;

1 I remarked, a s a singu lar c ircumstance, that there is no dew in this co untry , and
very l itt le ra in. Ca n it be ow ing to the want o f t imber Ga ss (p . x
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a cco rdingly I set o u t a t I 1 o n the La ril s ide, accomp anyed
b y fo u r men . we p ro ceeded abo u t fo u r mi les, when fa l l ing in
with some bu ffa lo e I ki l led a yea rl ing ca l f, whi ch was in go o d
o rder ; we so o n co o ked and made a hea rty mea l o f a pa rt o f it

,

an
’

d renewed o ur ma rch . o u r ro u t lay a l o ng the fo o t o f the
river h i l ls . when we had pro ceeded ab o u t fo u r mi les , I
ascended the h i l ls from whence I had a mo st plea sing view o f

the country, pa rt i cu la rl y o f the w ide and ferti le va l l ies fo rmed
by the m isso u ri a nd the ye l lowsto ne rive rs, wh ich o ccas io na l l y
unmasked by the wo o d o n the i r bo rders disclo se the i r meander
ings fo r many mi les in the i r pa ssage thro ugh these delightfull
t racts o f co un try . I co u l d no t disco ver the j unctio n o f the

rivers immedia te l y, they be ing co ncea led b y the wo o d ; how
ever

, sens ib le tha t it co u ld no t be dista nt I determined to

encamp o n the b ank o f the Ye l low sto ne r iver which made it ’s
appea rance abo u t 2 mi les So u th o f me . the who l face o f the

co un try wa s co vered w i th he rds o f Buffa lo e, E lk 8c Ante lo pes ;
deer are a lso abundant, bu t keep themse lves mo re co ncea led in
the wo o dland . the bu ffa lo e Elk and Ante lo pe a re so gen tle
tha t we pass near .

them wh i le feed ing, w i tho u t ap earing to

exci te any a la rm amo ng them ; and when we a ttra ct thei r a tten
t io n , th ey frequentl y appro ach u s mo re nea r ly to disco ve r wha t
we are, and in some instances pu rsue u s a co ns i derab le distance
appa ren l y w ith that v iew. in o ur way to the pla ce I had
dete rmined to encamp, we met w ith two l a rge he rds o f buffa l o e ,
o fwh ich we ki l led three cows a nd a ca lf. two o f the fo rmer,
wer bu t lean, we therefo re to o k the i r to ngues and a pa rt o f
the i r ma rrow-bo nes o n l y . I then pro ceeded to the p lace o f

o ur encampment w ith two o f the men
, taking w ith u s the Ca l f

and ma rrowb o nes , wh i le the o ther two rema ined, w i th o rders
to dress the cow tha t was in to lerab le o rder, and hang the mea t

o u t o f the rea ch o f the wo lves, a p recau t io n indispensib le to
it

’

s safe keeping, even fo r a n i gh t . we encamped o n the b ank
o f the ye l l ow sto ne ri ve r, 2 mi les So u th o f it

'

s co nfluence wi th
the M isso u ri . On rej o in ing Cap? Cla rk, the in the even
ing, he info rmed me, tha t at 5. P.M . a fter I left him the wind
abated in some measure and he pro ceeded a few mi les fu rther
and encamped .
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The co urses a nd distances o f th is day being a s fo llow .

N . 68
9 W. to a po int o f wo o dland o n La r‘.l s ide

West to a t ree in a low p la in , ih a bend o n St“.l

So uth. to the upper part o f a low b luff in a bend o n Sta r‘.l s ide
Ea st . to a po int o f t imbered land o n Star‘.1 s ide .

S. 28
9

E . a lo ng the Sta r? po in t, o p po si te a b luff
S . 20

? W . a lo ng the Sta r? po int o p po s i te a b luff
N . 65

9 W . to the up per pa rt o f a t imbered bo ttom in a bend o n

Sta r“.l side
i

S. 72
° W . to the lower po int o f some timber in a bend o n Star?

side

miles .

[ Cl a rk ap ril Thurm
'

a] 1 805

The w ind was mo derate 8: ahead th is mo rn ing, we set o u t

a t an ea r l y ho u r The mo rn ing co ld
, some flying clo uds to be

seen, the w ind from the N: ice co l lected o n the o res th is
mo rn ing, the w ind increased a nd became so vio len t abo ut

I o c lo ck we were o b l iged to lay by o u r ca no es haveing taken
in some wa ter, the D og wh i ch was l o st y esterday , j o ined us

this mo rn ing.

finding tha t the w inds reta rded o ur p regressio n fo r maney
days past, and no app [e] a ra nce o f an a l tera t io n ,

a nd the r iver
being [so ] cro o ked tha t we co u l d never have 3 mi les fa i r w ind,
Cap

? Lewis co ncluded to go by l and as far a s the Ro chej ho ne
o r ye l low Sto ne r iver, wh ich we expect is at no great distance
b y land and make Some Selestia l o bserva t io ns to fi nd the

s i tua t io n o f its mo u th , and by tha t measu re no t deta in the

Perogues a t tha t p lace any t ime fo r the pu rpo se o f makeing
tho se necessa ry o bserva tio ns he to o k 4 men p ro ceeded o n

u p the M isso u r i o n the L . Side, a t 5 oClo ck the wind luled
and we p ro ceeded o n and incamp ed
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redwo o d ; the h igh b o ttoms are o f two discrip tio ns, e ither
t imb ered o r o pen ; the fi rst l ies next to the r ive r and it’s under
b rush is the same with tha t Of the lo w timbered b o ttoms w i th
the addit io n o f the b ro ad leafed wi l low, Go o sbury , ch o ke
cherry, pu rp le cu rran t, and h o neysu ckle bu shis ; the Open
b o ttoms b o rde r o n the h i l ls, and a re co vered in many pa rts by
the w i l d hysso p wh ich rises to the h igh t o f two feet . I
Ob serve that the Ante lo pe

,
Buflfalo e Elk a nd deer feed o n th is

herb ; the w i l low o f the sa ndbars a lso fu rn ish a favo ri te w in ter
fo o d to these a namals as we l l as the growse, the p o rcupine,
ha re, a nd rabb it . ab o u t 1 2 O [c] lo ck I hea rd the discha rge o f

severa l guns a t the ju nct io n o f the ri vers, wh ich a nno u nced to

me the a rriva l o f the pa [r] ty wi th Capt C la rk ; I a fte rwa rds
lea rn t tha t they had fi red o n some bufl

‘

alo e whi ch they met

w ith a t that p la ce, and o f wh ich they ki l led a cow and severa l
Ca lves ; the la tter are now fine vea l . I dispa tched o ne o f the

men to Capt Cl a rk request ing him to send up a cano e to take
down the mea t we had ki l led a nd o u r baggage to his encampnt,
wh i ch was a cco rdingly comp ly ed wi th . a fter I had comp leted
my Observat io ns in the even ing I wa lked down and jo ined the

pa rty a t the i r encampment o n the p o int o f land fo rmed by the
junc tio n o f the rive rs ; fo und them a ll in go o d hea l th

,
and

mu ch p leased a t having a rrived a t th is l o ng w ished fo r spo t,
a nd in o rder to add in some mea sure to the genera l p leasu re
wh i ch seemed to pervade o ur l itt le commu n ity , we o rdered a

dram to be issued to ea ch perso n ; th is so o n pro duced the

fiddle
, a nd they spent the even ing w ith mu ch h i la rity , s inging

8: danc ing
,
a nd seemed a s perfect ly to fo rget thei r past to i ls ,

as they appea red rega rdless o f tho se to come . in the even ing,
the man I had sen t up the river th is mo rn ing retu rned, a nd
repo rted tha t he had ascended it abo u t e igh t mi les o n a

stre ight l ine ; tha t he fo und it c ro o ked , meander ing from s ide
to s ide o f the va l ley fo rmed by it ; which is from fou r to fiv e
mi les w ide. the co rrent Of the river gent le, and it

’

s bed mu ch
interrupted and b ro ken by sandba rs ; a t the distance Of fiv e
mi les he passed a l a rge I s land wel l co vered w i th t imb er, and
three mi les h igher a la rge creek fa l ls in o n the S.E . s ide ab o ve
a h igh blufl

'

in whi ch there a re severa l stra tas o f co a l . the
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co unt ry b o rdering o n th is rive r as far as he co u ld p erciev e,
l i ke tha t o f the M isso u ri , co ns is ted Of o pen pla ins . he saw

severa l Of the b igho rned anamals in the co n [r] se o f his wa l k
,

but they were so shy tha t he cou ld no t get a sho o t a t them ;

he fo und a la rge ho rn o f o ne o f these a namals wh i ch he
b ro ugh t w ith him. the bed o f the ye l lows to ne river is en t i rel y
compo sed o f sand and mud, no t a sto ne o f any kind to be

seen in it nea r it’s entrance . Capt Cla rk measu red these
rive rs j ust abo ve thei r co nfluence ; fo und the bed o f the Mis
so uri 520 ya rds wide, the wa ter o ccupying 330. it

’

s channe l
deep . the ye l lowsto ne r iver including it’s sandba r

, 858 o f

wh ich , the wate r o ccup yed 297 ya rds ; the dep est pa rt 1 2 feet ;
it was fa l l ing a t this t ime ap p eard to be nearl y a t it

’

s

summer ti de . the I ndia ns info rm tha t the ye l lowsto ne river
is navigab le fo r p erogues and cano es nea rl y to it’s so u rce in
the Ro cky M o unta ins , and tha t in it

’

s co u rse nea r these
mo u nta ins it passes w ith in less than ha l f a day’s ma rch Of a
navigab le pa rt o f the M isso u ri . it

’

s extreem so u rces a re adj a
cen t to th o se Of the M isso u ri , ri ver p latte, and I think pro bab l y
With some o f the So u th b ranch o f the Co lumb ia river .1 the

fi rst pa rt o f its co u rse l ies th ro ugh a mo u ntano us ro cky co untry
tho

’

we l l t imbered and in many pa rts ferti le ; the middle , a nd
much the mo st extens ive po rtio n o f the r ive r l ies thro ugh a

delightfu ll ri ch and fert i le co un try, we l l co vered w i th t imber
,

intersp erced w ith p la ins and meadows, and we l l wa tered ; it is
some wha t b ro ken in ma ny pa rts . the l ower po rtio n co nsists
o f ferti le Open pl a ins and meadows a lmo st ent i re l y , tho

’

1t

po ssesses a co ns iderab le p ro po rt io n o f t imber o n it’s bo rders .

the cu rrent o f the u pper po rtio n is extreemly rapp id, tha t o f

the middle a nd l ower po rtio ns mu ch mo re gen tle than the

M isso u ri . the wa ter o f th is river is turb id, tho
’ do se no t

po ssess as mu ch sediment as tha t o f the M isso u ri . this rive r

1 T he name Ye l lowstone is simply the Eng l ish o f the French name Ro che Jaune,
itse lf w itho ut do ubt trans la ted from an earl ier Indian appe l la tio n. Chittenden th inks
tha t this name o rigina ted from the y e l low co lo r o f the ro cks which form the wa l ls o f

the Gra nd Ca fio n o f the Yel lowsto ne ; see his Yellarw rtone Na tiona l Pa rk (Cinc in
na t i , pp. 1 — 7 . The name Ye l lowsto ne a ppears to have been first reco rded
( 1 798 ) by David Thompso n, the Brit ish explorer. ED.

[ 339 ]



LEWI S AND CLARK JOURNALS [Apri l 26

in it
’

s co u rse recieves the wa ters o f many l arge tr ibu ta ry
s tr[e] ams p rinci pa l l y from the S.E . o f wh ich the mo st co n

siderable are the To ngue a nd b igho rn rivers (69
°
Cla rk

’

s fork)
the fo rmer is mu ch the l a rgest, (ra ther the sma llest

— “

next in

size Cla rke: fork, a nd the Big horn tlze la rgest by much .) and

heads wi th the r iver Pla tte and Bigho rn river, as do se the

la tter with the To ngue riv e r a nd the ri ve r Pla tte . a suficien t

quantity o f l imesto ne may be readi ly p ro cu red fo r bu i l d ing
nea r the ju nctio n o f the M isso u ri and ye l lowsto ne rivers . I
co u ld Observe no regu la r stratas Of it, tho

’

it l ies o n the s ides
o f the r iver h i l l s in la rge i rregu la r masses, in co ns iderab le
quantit ies ; it is o f a l ight co lo u r, and appea rs to be o f a n

exce l lent qua l ity.

T he co urses a nd di stances o f the 26‘,h a s the party a scended the
M isso ur i , are a s fo l low

S. 45. E . to a po int o f wo o dland o n the Sta r‘! s ide
S. 40 . W . a lo ng the Sta ‘l po int , o p po s i te a b luff
N . 75. W . to the c ommenc ement o f the wo od in a bend o n Star‘.1

s ide
So uth. to the po int o f la nd fo rmed by the junct io n o f the

Misso uri and yel lo w sto ne r i vers 1 .

M i les 8 .

Po int Of Observa tio n 7. April 26‘.h 1 805.

On the Lar‘l bank o f the ye l low sto ne r i ver 2 m i les S.E . o f it
’

s junc
t io n w ith the M isso uri Observed E qua l a lt itudes o f the 0 w ith Sex tant
and a rt ific ia l ho riz o n .

m e h m s

A.M . (i. 4 1 . 13. P.M. 6 . 49. 3. Alt‘! g i ven by Sextant a t the
52 50. time of observ a tian

44 3I I 7 4 8
°

57
’
4s

”

Chro nometer to o fa st mean t ime [bla nk
b

space in MS ]
w . the c lo uds th is mo rn ing p revented my Ob serving the mo o n

w i th a . Aqu i lae ; a nd a s the mo o n w a s no t aga in o bserveable unt i l l the
1
’
.

t
o fM ay , I determined no t to w a i t, bu t rea ther to re l in qu ish fo r the

p resen t the Ob ta in ing the necessa ry da ta to fix the lo ng i tude o f this p la ce.

Observed Mer idian a lt itude o f G) " L. L. w ith Octant by the

back Ob servat i o n
La titude deduced from this Observa t io n. [blank sp ace in MS.]
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sma l l o pen Glades
,
and nea r the high l and is Genera l l y o pen

r i c h b o ttoms . a t o ur a rriva l a t the fo rks I Observed a Dro ve
Of Buffa low Cows Ca lves o n a sand bar in the po int , I
d i rected the men to ki l l the fattest Cox, a nd 3 o r 4 ca lves ,
wh ich they did and let the o thers pass, the cows are po o r,
ca lves fine vee le.

Co urse D istance 26‘.b o f Ap ril

mi les to a po int o f w o od la nd o n the Starbo a rd S ide
m i les o n the S. p ? a b luff Op po sit
miles to the commencemen t o f a wo o d bo ttom in a

bend to the St? S ide
So uth mi le to the junct io n o f Ro chej ho ne o r yel lowsto ne

River 8: the M is [s] o uri
8

Capt Lewis jo ined me in the even ing after takeing equa l
a lti tudes a l itt le way up the Ye l lowsto ne rive r the co untrey
in every di rectio n is p la ins except the mo u l [d] b o ttoms o f the

rive r, wh ich are co vered wi th some indifferent t imber such as
Co tto n wo o d, Elm 8: sma l l a sh

,
with differen t k ind o f S[h] rub s

bushes o n the fo rks abo u t 1 mi le from the po int a t which
p la ce the 2 rivers are nea r ea ch o ther a butifu ll low leave l
p la in commences , and extends up the M isso u ri 85 b a ck , th is
pla in is nar row a t its commencement and wi dens a s the M is

so uri bends no rth , and is b o rdered by an extencive wo o d land
fo r many mi les u p the Ye l low Sto ne river, th is low p la in is
no t Subject to o ver flow,

appea r to be a fiew inches abo ve h igh
wa ter ma rk and affo rds a bu tifull commanding s itua tio n fo r a

fo rt nea r the commencement Of the Pra r ie, ab o u t [b la nk
spa ce in M S.] mi les from the Po int 8: [b lank spa ce in M S.]
ya rds from the M isso u r i a sma l l lake is Si tua ted , from th is
lake the p la in r ises gradua l l y to a h igh bu tifu ll co un trey , the

low Pl a in co nt inu es fo r some distance up b o th rivers o n the

Ye l low Sto ne it is w ide 8: bu tifull o p s
‘f the po int o n the S .

Side is some h igh t imbered l and, abo ut 1% mi les be low o n

the same s ide a l itt le distance from the wa ter is an eliv a ted

p la in . Severa l o f the pa rty was up the Ye l low Sto ne R severa l
mi les, 8: info rmed tha t it meandered thro ugh a butifull co un
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trey J o seph F ie l ds disco ve red a la rge creek fa l l ing into the

Ye l lowsto ne River o n
'

the S E . Side 8 mi les up nea r whi ch he
saw a big ho rned an ima l , he fo u nd in the Pra rie the ho rn Of
o ne o f tho se an ima ls wh i ch was la rge and appea red to h ave
l a i d severa l yea rs I Saw maney buffalow dead o n the banks o f
the rive r in different pl a ces some o f them eaten by the white
b ea rs 85 wo lves a ll excep t the skin 8: bo nes, Othe rs ent i re ,
tho se a n ima ls e ither dro u nded in attemp t ing to cro ss o n the

ice dureing the winter o r swiming acro ss to b luff banks where
they co u l d no t get o u t 8: to o weak to retu rn we saw seve ra l
in this Si tua t io n . emence numbers Of antelo pes in the fo rks
o f the river, Buffa low 8: Elk Deer is a lso plenty . beaver
is in every bend . I o bserve tha t the M agpie Go o se duck 8:
E agle all have the i r nests in the Same ne ighbo u rho o d

,
a nd it

is no t u ncommo n fo r the M agpie to bu i l d in a few ro ds o f the

eagle
,

the nests Of th is b i rd is bu i l t verry stro ng w i th sticks
co vered - verry th ick ly w i th o ne o r mo re pla ces th ro ugh wh i ch
they enter o r escape , the Go o se I make no do ub t fa l ls a pray
to tho se vicio u s eagles

[ L ew is Sa turday Ap ril 1 805

Previo us to o ur seting o u t this mo rn ing I made the fo l low
ing Ob serva tio ns.

Po int o f Ob serva t io n N? 8 .

Suns magnet ic az imuth by C ircumferento r

Time by Chro nometer A.M .

Alt i tude by se xtant

Sun’s magnet ic az imuth by Circumf
"

T ime by Chro nometer A. M .

Alt i tude by Sextant

Sun’s Magnet ic az imuth by Circumf
‘
.

r

T ime by Chro nometer. A .M.

Alt itude by Sex tan t
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Th is mo rn ing I wa l ked th ro ugh the po int fo rmed by the

junctio n Of the r ivers ; the wo o dland extends ab o u t a mi le,
when the ri vers appro a ch each o ther wi thin less tha n ha l f a
mi le ; he re a bea tifull leve l low p la in commences and extends
u p bo th riv ers fo r many mi les, w i den ing a s the rive rs recede
from eac h o ther, and extending ba ck ha l f a m i le to a p la in
ab o u t 1 2 feet higher tha n i tsel f ; the low pl a in appea rs to be a

few inches highe r tha n h igh wa ter ma rk and Of
‘

COLl l'SC wi l l no t
b e l iab le to be o v erflown ; tho

’

where it j o ins the h igh pla in a

pa rt o f the M isso u ri when a t it
’

s grea test high t, passes thro ugh
a channe l o f 60 o r 70 ya rds wi de and fa l ls into the ye l lowsto ne
ri ver. o n the M isso u ri ab o u t 2% m i les from the entrance o f

the ye l lowsto ne rive r, and between this h igh and low p la in , a
sma l l l ake is s itua ted abo u t 200 ya rds w ide extending a lo ng the
edge Of the h igh p la in para l le l w i th the M isso u ri ab o u t o ne
m i le . o n the po int o f the h igh p la in a t the lower extrem i ty o f
th is lake I th ink wo u l d be the mo st e l igib le s i te fo r a n estab

lishmen t b etween th is low p la in and the Ye l l ow sto ne r iver
thei r is an extensive b o dy o f t imbered l a nd extending up the

rive r fo r ma ny mi les . this s i te recommended is ab o u t 400

ya rds distant from the M isso u ri a nd ab o u t do ub le that distance
from the river ye l l ow sto ne ; from it the h igh p l a in ,

ri s ing very
gradua l l y , extends back abo u t three mi les to the h i l l s, and co n

tinues with the same w i dth b etween these h i l ls a nd the t imbered
l and o n the ye l lowsto ne river, u p tha t stream,

fo r seven o r

eight m i les ; a nd is o ne o f the ha[n]dsomest pl a ins I eve r be
he ld . On the M isso u ri s ide the h i l l s sircumscribe it

’

s wi dth ,
8: a t the distance o f th ree mi l es up that river from th is cite, it
is no t mo re than y a rds wide . Cap t Cla rk th inks tha t the
lowe r extremi ty o f the low p lane wo u ld be mo st e l igib le fo r
this estab l ishment ; it is t rue tha t it is mu ch nea rer b o th ri vers,
a nd mi ght answer very we l l , bu t I th ink it reather to o low to

ventu re a permanent estab l i shment, pa rti cu l a rl y i f bu i lt o f

b rick o r o ther durab le materia ls, a t any co ns iderab le exp ence ;

fo r so capricio us , and versat i le are these r ivers, tha t it is difli
cu l t to say how l o ng it w i l l be, u nt i l l they di rect the fo rce Of
th ei r cu rrents aga ins t th is na rrow pa rt o f the low pla in, wh ich
when they do , must sho r t l y yeald to thei r influence ; in
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N . 32. W. to a po int o f the timbered bo ttom o n Lar‘l o ppo s ite
to a low b luff, between two po ints o f wo oded bo t
tom a mi le dista nt from ea ch o ther a bea ut iful]
p la in back. severa l h igh o pen s itua tio n s

,
between

the wo o dlands o n the Sta r". s ide
West. to a po int o f sma l l w illows o n the Star? s ide ,1 o p po s ite

a low wh ite b luff bo rdering a b eautifull rising p la in ;
some wo odland be low th is bluff o n the La r‘! s ide,
a nd a thick wo o ded bo ttom o n s ide . o n th is
co urse the ri ver is w ide, and cro udedw ith sandba rs.

a l i tt le below the low b luff o n the La r‘.1 s ide, a

t imbered bo ttom commences ; here the c o untry
rises gradua l ly from the ri ver o n the Lar‘! side

Miles

[Cla rk qf
'

April Sa tturday 1 8 05

a fter take[ing] the azmuth Of the Sun 8: brackfasting we
set o u t wind mo dera te 85 a head , a t 1 1 o Clo ck the w ind
ro se and co ntinu ed to b low verry ha rd a head from the N . W .

unti l l 4. OClo ck PM
,
wh ich b lew the sand o ff the Po in ts in

such clo uds a s a lmo st co vered us o n the o ppo s i t ba nk , a t 4.

I set o ut from my u np lea sent Si tua t io n and pro ceeded o n
,

Cap
? Lew is wa l ked o n sho re in the Po int to examine 8: V iew

the Co u ntrey and cou l d no t get to the bo a ts un ti l l n i ght , Saw

great numbers o f Go ats o r a nt i lo pes, E lk, Swan Gees Oz Du cks ,
no buffalow to day I saw severa l beaver a nd mu ch s ign, I
sho t o ne in the head wh ich imediately sunk , a ltho the game
o f different kinds are in abundance we ki l l no th ing bu t wha t
we can make u se o f

Co urse, di stance the o fApr i l

N. 9
?

E 1 mile to the upper p a rt o f the wo od in the po int and com

mencement o f a butifull elivated p la in a t wh ich p lace
the Ye llow Sto ne river is abo ut 250 yards distan t from
the M i [s] so uri

1 A t the s ite o f Old Fo rt Un io n — a po st bu i lt in 1 8 30 by the American Fur
Company ; see Chittenden’

s a ccount o f it (Amer . Fur Tra de, pp . 959, — ED.
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1 mi le to the lo wer part o f the t imber in a bend to the

La r‘.i S ide back o f which and o n the r i ver be low is [a]
h igh bo ttom,

a nd the u p per p la ins a re no t so h igh a s

below and butifull a s fa r a s ca n be seen

Nf 32
9 W 3 mi les to a po int o f the timbered bo ttom o n the La ‘.1 S ide

o ppo sit a low b luff b etween two po ints o f wo o ded

bo ttom a m i le distant from ea ch a butifull p la in
back, severa l h igh o pen situa t io ns between the w o od

land in the S. bend.

West miles to a po int o f sma l l W i l lows o n the Side o p po s it
a low wh ite b luff bo rdering a butifull riseing Pla in ,
some w o od land below this b luff o n the LS . and a

thick wo oded bo ttom o n the S. S ide in th is c o urse
the river is w ide and cro uded w ith sand ba rs . a l ittle
abo ve the low b luff o n the L .S. a t imbered bo ttom
commences . here the co untrey runs gradua lly from
the river o n the L .S.

miles
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C H A P T E R V I I I

PART I

FROM THE YEELOWS7‘

0NE TO THE M USSELSHELL

Lew is's Journal, April 28— May 5, 1 805

Clark’s Journal, Apri l a S— May 5

[ L ewis Sunday Ap ril 1 8 05.

ET o u t th is mo rn ing a t an ea rl y ho u r ; the wind
'

was

favo u rab le and we emplo yed o ur sa i l s to advantage.

Capt Cla rk wal ked o n sho re th is mo rn ing, a nd I p ro
ceeded w ith the pa rty . the co u ntry thro ugh wh i ch we passed
to day is Open a s u sua l and very b ro ken o n bo th Sides nea r the
river h i l l s, the bo ttoms are leve l fert i le and part ia l l y co vered
wi th t imber . the hi l ls and b luffs exh ib i t thei r usu a l mine ra l
appea rances, some birn t h i l ls bu t no appea rance o f Pumi ce
s to ne ; co a l is in great abundance a nd the sa lts sti l l increase
in qu ant ity ; the b anks o f the ri ver and sandba rs are incrusted
w i th it in many places and appea r perfect l y wh ite as i f co vered
w ith snow o r fro st. the wo o ds are now green, tho

’

the pla ins
and meadows appea r to aba te o f the verdu re tho se below
exh ib i ted some days pa st . we past th ree sma l l runs to day ,
two fa l l ing in o n the Sta r". and o ne o n the Lar". s ide, they are
bu t sma l l affo rd bu t l i tt le wa ter and head a few mi les b a ck in
the h i l ls . we saw great quant ities o f game to day ; co ns isting
o f the commo n a nd mu le dee r, Elk, Buffa lo e, and Ante lo pes ;
a lso fo u r b rown bea r, o ne o f wh i ch was fi red o n a nd wo unded
by o ne o f the pa rty bu t

[

we did no t get it ; the beaver h ave
cu t great qua nt ities o f t imber ; saw a tree nea rly 3 feet in
diameter tha t had b een fe l led by them. Capt. Cla rk in the

co u rse o f his wa l k k i l led a deer a nd a go o se ; 8: saw th ree
b la ck hear ; he th inks the bo ttoms are no t so wide as they
have been fo r some days past .
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a s a lso b el ow Shew d ifferen t stra tums o f co a l o r ca rbo na ted
wo o d, and co lo u red ea rths , su ch a s da rk brown, ye l low a

l igh t ish b rown , 8: a da rk red

Co urse 8: dista nce the 28m o f Apri l

miles to a p o int o f t imber o n the Lad S ide
1 to the up per pa rt o f the po int o n the L . S ide o pposit

is a high rug id Bluff o n the S.S.

S. 56
9 W . 2% T o a h igh b luff o n the Ld Side Oppo s it to a po int o f

w o ods 8z just abo ve a w o od

1 . T o the center o f a bend o n the Lad Side
3. T o a po int o f t imbered land o n the S ide p ass ing a

po int on the SF S ide at 1 m i les
1 8

? W . 2. To the lower p o int o f a t imber in a bend to the Star
bo ard S ide .

4 . T o a po in t of w o od Land o n the S‘! S ide
2. T o a

’

h igh b luff po int on the L . Side the river makeing
a co ns iderab le bend S.E .

2. to a po int o f w o od land o n the La r‘l S ide
to a high Bluff p? o n the St" Side

3 T o a po int
'o f woo d la nd o n the Std Side

24

H

[L ew is 1] Monday Ap ril 1 8 05.

Set o u t thi s mo rn ing at the u sua l ho u r ; the w ind wa s mod

cra te ; I wa l ked o n sho re with o ne man . ab o u t 8 . A .M . we

fe l l in w ith two b rown o r ye l low [white] bea r ; bo th o f whi ch
we wo unded o ne o f them made his escape, the o ther a fter my
fi ring o n him pu rsued me seventy o r e ighty y a rds, bu t fo rtu
na tely had been so badl y wo u nded th a t he was u nab le to

pu rsu e so c lo se l y as to p revent my cha rging my gun ; we
aga in repea ted ou r fir[e] and ki l led him. it wa s a ma le no t

fu l l y grown , we est ima ted his weigh t a t 300 lb
'

. no t having the

mea ns o f a scerta ining it precise l y . The legs o f th is bea r are
somewha t lo nger than tho se Of the b la ck, a s are it

’

s ta l lo ns and

tu sks incompa rab l y la rger a nd l o nger. the test i c les, wh ich in
the b lack b ea r a re p la ced pretty we l l b ack between the thy es

a nd co n ta ined in o ne po u ch l i ke tho se Of the dog a nd mo st

quadrupeds, are in the ye l low o r b rown bea r p laced mu ch
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fu rthe r fo rwa rd, and a re suspended in sepa rate po u ches from
two to fo u r inches asunder ; it

’

s co l o u r is y e l lowish b rown ,
the eyes sma l l , b lack, a nd piercing ; the fro nt o f the fo re legs
nea r the feet is usu a l l y b la ck ; the fur is finer th icke r and

deeper tha n tha t o f the b l a ck bea r. these are a ll the pa rt i cu la rs
in wh ich th is anama l appea red to me to differ from the b la ck
bea r ;

1 it is a mu ch mo re fu rio us and fo rmidab le anama l
, and

wi l l frequ ent ly pu rsue the hunter when wo unded . it is assto n

ishing to see the wounds they wi l l bea r befo re they ca n be pu t
to dea th . the I ndians may we ll fea r this anama l equ i ped as

they genera l l y are wi th the i r b ows a nd a rrows o r indifferent
fiJ zeeS, bu t in the hands o f skillfull riflemen they are by no

means as fo rmi dab le o r dange ro us a s they h ave been rep re

sen ted .

2 game is sti l l very abundant we can sca rce l y cast o ur

eyes in any direct io n w itho u t p erciev ing deer E lk Buffa lo e o r

Ante lo pes . The qu ant ity o f wo l ves appea r to in crease in the

same p ro po rtio n ; they genera l l y hunt in pa rties o f six e igh t o r
ten ; they ki l l a grea t number o f the Ante lo pes a t th is seaso n ;
the An te lo pes are y et meagre and the fema les are big with
yo ung ; the wo lves ta ke them mo st genera l ly in attempt ing to

swim the river ; in this manne r my dog caught o ne drowned it
and bro ught it o n sh o re ; they are bu t clumsey swimers , tho

’

o n land when in go o d o rder, they a re extreemly fleet and

dureable . we have frequent l y seen the wo lves in pu rsu i t o f

the Ante lo pe in the pla ins ; they appea r to deco y a s ingle o ne

from a flo ck, a nd then pu rsue it, a lturna tely re l ieving ea ch
o ther u nti l l they take it. o n j o in ing Capt Cl a rk he info rmed
me tha t he had seen a fema le a nd faun o f the bigho rned

a nama l ; tha t they ran fo r some di stance with grea t ap a rent

ease a lo ng thes ide o f the river b luff wher
e it was a lmo st p er

1 By white bear
,
here and e lsewhere in Lew is and Clark's jo urna ls , must no t

b e understo od the white o r po lar bear o f Arct ic reg io ns, but the anima l now known
a s grizz ly bea r "

(Ura u horr ibilit ), firs t adequa te ly described by o ur explorers . It

wa s techn ica l ly named in 1 8 1 5. ED .

3 A s no w o und except thro ugh the head o r heart is mo rta l , they frequent ly fa l l a
sa crifice if they m iss the ir a im. H e ra ther a tta cks than avo ids a ma n

,
a nd such is

the terro r wh ich he ha s insp ired, tha t the Indians who go in quest o f him pa int them
se lves a nd perfo rm a ll the superst it iou s rites customary when they make war o n a

neighboring nat io n. — BIDDLE (i , p . z o o ) .
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p endicu lar ; two o f the pa rty fi red o n them wh i le in mo t io n
wi th o u t effect. we to o k the flesh o f the b ea r o n b o a rd a nd

pro ceeded . Capt . Cla rk wa lked o n Sho re th is even ing
,
kille‘l a

deer, a nd saw severa l o f the bigho rned anamals . there is mo re
appea rance o f co a l to day than we h ave yet seen, the s tra tas are

6 feet thi ck in some instances ; the ea rth has been birnt in
ma ny p l a ces, and a lways appea rs in s tra tas o n the same leve l
wi th the stra ta s o f co a l . we came to o this even ing in the

mo u th o f a l i ttle r‘ i ver
,
whi ch fa l ls in o n the S ta r? s ide. this

stream is abo u t 50 ya rds w ide from bank to bank ; the water
o ccup yes a bo u t 1 5 ya rds . the b a nks a re o f ea rth o n l y

,
ab rupt,

tho
’

no t h igh — the bed, is o f mud p rincipa l l y. Capt Cla rk
,

who was u p th is streeam ab o u t three m i les, info rmed me that
it co n t inued abo u t the same wi dth , tha t it

’

s cu rren t was gent le
and it appea red navigab le fo r p ero gues it meanders th ro ugh
an extens i ve, ferti le, and beau tifu ll va l l y a s fa r a s cou l d bee
seen ab o u t N . 30?W . there was bu t o ne so l ita ry tree to be

seen o n the banks o f this ri ver after it left the b o ttom o f the

M isso u ri . the wa ter o f th is r iver is clea r, wi th a b rownish

y elow t int. here the h igh lands receede from the M isso u ri ,
l eav ing the va l l y fo rmed by the rive r from seven to e igh t
mi les wide, a nd rea ther l owe r then u su a l . This stream my
friend Cap t. C . named M a rthas rive r.1

Co urses and distances o f the o fApr i l .

N. 45. W. to a p o int o f w o odland o n Lar‘? side o p po site to a

h igh b luff o n Star!
to a po int o f w o odla nd Star‘i o ppo site to a b luff
a lo ng the Sta r‘i po int o p p o s ite a h igh sha rp b luff
to a po int o f w o odland Lar‘l o p po si te to a b luff
to a po int o f w o odla nd o p po site to a b luff
to a b luff po in t o n Star? s ide
to the up per po int o f the h igh t imber o n the Latd

side in a b end o f the r i ver

1 In the MS. here fo l low s a l ine afterward cro ssed o ut ,
“ in hono ur o fM iss M .

,

fo l low ed by a no ther in it ia l which canno t b e dec iphered but in Clark‘ s entry , p art,
w e read,

“ in honor to the Seleb rated M . F . This river is now known as the Big

Muddy . ED.
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va l l ie The wa ter o f the River is c lea r o f a ye l l owish co lo u r,
we ca l l th is river M artheys river in ho no r to the Selebrated

M .E. H e re the high land wi den from fiv e to E igh t mi les
a nd mu ch lowe r than be low. Saw severa l o f the big ho rn
an ima ls th is even ing. The Wo lves distro y grea t numbers o f

the ant i l o pes by deco y ing tho se an ima ls s ingu la rl y o u t in the

p la ins and p ro su eing them alternetly , th o se antelo pes are

cu rio us a nd w i l l app ro a ch any thing wh ich appea rs in mo t io n
nea r them

Co urse 8: Distance the 292? o fApr i l
miles

N . 45
9 W 3 to a po int o f w o o d la nd o n the L (1 Side o ps

‘l
to a high

Bluff o n the Sta rd S ide
2 to a wo od la nd o n the Std S ide a Bluff

o n the Std po int, a h igh Sharp b luff
2 to a

’

p o int o f w o od land o n the L . Side
,
a h igh b luff

o p po sit o n the S.S.

W . 3 to a po int o f t imbered la nd o n the Lard S ide a Bluff
o n the S. S ide

to a Bluff po i nt o n the Sta r‘.1 S ide .

3 to the u p per po int o f a h igh t imb er o n the L. S ide in
a lard bend o f the r i ver

to a p? o f timber o n Star“.I S‘.i o ps
‘l

a b luff
to the commencement o f a b luff o n S.S. passg a sand

p .

t
at 2% m i les o n the Lar‘.l

S 75
9 W . to a po in t o f wo od la nd o n the pa ssing a sand b ar the

r i ver makeing a Deep bend to the So uth
75

? W . 3 to the enterence o f a r i ver o n the Stard S ide in a bend,

25
where we encamped fo r the n ight .

[ L ew is Tuesday Ap r il 1 8 05.

Set o u t a t su n ri se . the wind b lew ha rd a ll l ast n i gh t, and

co nt inued to b l ow pretty h a rd a ll day , bu t no t so mu ch , as to
compe l l u s to ly by . the co u ntry as u sua l is b a re o f t imber ;
the r iver bo ttoms are leve l a nd fert i le and extens ive

, bu t po ssess
bu t l itt le t imber and that o f an indifferent qua l i ty even o f it

'

s

kind ; p rincipa l l y low co tto nwo o d, e ither to o sma l l fo r bu i ld
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ing , o r fo r p lank, o r b ro ken and dead a t to p and u nso und in
the center o f the trunkf saw grea t qu a nti ties o f game a s usua l .
Cap? Cla rk wa lked o n sho re the grea ter pa rt o f the day , the

I nterp reter, Cha rbo no and his I ndian woman a ttended him.

past some Old I ndi an lo dges .bu i l t o f drift wo o d ; they appea r
to b e o f antien t date and no t recent l y inhab i ted . I wa l ked o n

sho re th is even ing and ki l led a buck E lk, in to le rab le o rder ;
it appea red to me to be the l a rgest I had seen, and was there
fo re induced to measu re it ; fo u nd it fiv e feet three inches from
the po int o f the ho o f, to the to p o f the sho lders the leg and

h o o f being p laced a s nea rly as po ssib le in the same po si t io n
they wou ld have been had the anamal b een s tanding .

Co urses a nd distances o f 3o '.h Apri l .

S. 1 5
? W . to a po int o f t imbered la nd o n the Sta r‘.i s ide passing

a sa nd po i nt a t o f a M ? La r‘?

S. 22. W . to the up per po int o f the high t imber in the c en ter o f
a bend Lar‘.i side a t the commencement o f a b luff

S. 85. W . to a po int o f timbered land o n Star? s ide o p po site
to a b luff.

75. W . to a po in t o f t imber a t the u p per part o f a b luff in a

bend o n Lar‘? side .

40. W. to the po int o f a sa ndbar o n the Lar‘.l s ide, pa ss ing a

w illow po in t a t two m i les and a large sa ndbar o n
Sta r‘l

S. 40. W . to a po int o f w o odland o n Sta r‘.1 Op po s ite to
’

a b luff
o n La r‘.i the r i ver ma k ing a co nsiderab le bend o n

La r‘! s ide
N. 70 . W. to a po in t o f wo odland o n the s ide, pa ss ing, a t

the commencement o f this co urse , a large sa nd

Isla nd in the Lar‘i bend.

S. 25. W. to the up per p a rt o f the high t imber o n the La r‘.l s ide'

.

West . to a po int o f h igh t imber o n the s ide, a large
sand isla nd in the bend to the Sta r‘l s ide .

N. 8 0. W . to a po int o f h igh wo ods o n the La r‘.i s ide o ppo s ite
to which w e encamped o n a sandbar s ide l

Miles

1 A t the present town of Bro ckto n, M ont . ED.
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[C la rk go
”

.

l

op ril Tuetday 1 8 05

The wind b lew ha rd from the N E a ll last n igh t, we Set

o u t a t Sun rise the w ind b lew ha rd the grea ter pa rt o f the day
and pa rt o f the t ime favo u rab le, we did no t lie by to day o n

a cco unt o f the w ind . I wa l ked o n Sh o re to day o u r interpreter
8: his squar fo l lo wed , in my wa l k the squ ar fo und 8: b ro ugh t
me a bush someth ing l ike the currun t, wh i ch she sa i d bo re a

de l i cio u s fro o t a nd tha t great qu antitis grew o n the Ro cky
M o unta ins . This sh rub was in b l o om has a ye l low flower
wi th a deep cup , the fro o t when ripe is ye l l ow and hangs in
bunches l ike cheries, Some o f tho se berries y et rema ined o n
the bushes . The b o ttoms ab o ve the mo u th o f the l a st river is
extencive leve l 8: fert i le and co ve red w ith indifferent t imber in
the po ints, the u pland appea r to rise gradua l l y, I saw Great
numbe rs o f a n te lo pes, a lso scattering Buffalow, E lk, D eer,
wo lves, Gees , ducks 8: Crows . I Ki l led 2 Gees which we
dined o n to day . Cap t Lewis wa l ked o n Sho re and ki l l ed a n

elk th is even ing, a nd we came to o 8: camped o n the S.S.

the co untrey o n bo th s ides have a bu tifu ll appea rance.

Course 8: Dista nce the 3o
‘
.

h
o fAp ril

1 5
9 W . to a po int o f t imbered land o n the Sd Side passed a

sand po int a t o f a mi le L .S.

22
? W . to the up per po int o f the h igh t imber o n the L? Side

in a bend a Bluff o n the Lar‘l

85
9 W . I to a po int o f t imbered land on the St‘.1 S ide o ppo s it to

a b luff o n the La rd S ide
S 75

9 W 54 to a po int o f t imber a t the u pper p art o f a b luff in a

bend to the La rd S ide
40
? W. 5 to a po i nt o f a Sand bar o n the La rd Side pass ing a

W i l low po int at 2 miles, a nd a la rge Sand bar o n
S.S.

40
9 W. 3% to a po int o f w o o d land o n St ‘l S ide Oppo s it to a Bluff

o n the L. S ide the [river] makeing a co ns iderab le
bend L .S

70
9 W . 3 to a po int o f w o od land o n the Lard S ide pass ing at

the c ommencement of this co urse a la rge sand

Island in the La rd bend.
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length . it has fo u r to es o n ea ch fo o t, th ree o f wh i ch , a re

co nnected b y a web
,
the fo u rth is sma l l and p la ced a t the hee l

abo u t the o f a n inch up the leg . the na i ls a re b lack and

Sh o rt, th at o f the middle to e is extreemly s ingu la r, co ns ist ing
o f two na i ls the o ne lap ing o n o r o verlay ing the o ther

, the

u ppe r o ne somewha t the l o ngest and sha rpest. the ta le co n

ta ins e leven fea thers o f equa l length , 8: o f a b lu ish whi te co l o u r .
the bo ddy a nd u nders i de o f the w ings, except the la rge feathers
o f the I

’f 8: j o ints o f the same, are white, as are a lso the

fea thers o f the u pper pa rt o f the '

4
‘l‘ j o int o f the w ing and pa rt

o f tho se o f the adj acent thereto . the la rge fea thers o f the

1 . o r p in io n and the j o int a re b la ck ; a p a rt o f the la rger
fea thers o f the j o int o n the uppe r s ide and a ll the sma l l
fea thers wh ich co ver the u pper p a rt o f the w ings a re b lack

,
as

a re a lso the tuft o f lo ng fea thers o n ea ch S i de o f the b o dy
ab o ve the j o in ing o f the w ing, leaving h owever a stripe o f

white between them o n the ba ck . the h ead and neck a re

Shaped mu ch l ike the grey plo ver, a nd are o f a l ight b ri ckdu st
b rown ; the beak is b la ck a nd fla t

,
l a rgest where it j o ins the

head
,
a nd from thence becoming thiner and tapering to a very

Sha rp p o int, the u pper chap be ing o f an inch the lo ngest
tu rns down a t the po int and fo rms a l ittle ho o k . the no stri ls,
wh i ch commen ce nea r the head a re l o ng, na rrow,

co nnected
and p araellel w i th the beak ; the beak is mu ch cu rved , the
cu rva tu re be ing u pwa rds in S tead o f downwa rds as is commo n

with mo st b i rds ; the sub sta nce o f the beak precise l y resemb l es
wha lebo ne a t a l i ttle dista nce , and is qu i te as flexab le as tha t
substance . thei r no te resemb les that o f the grey plo ver, tho

’

is rea ther lo u der and mo re va ried , thei r hab i ts appea r a lso to

b e the same, with th is difference ; that it sometimes rests o n the

wa te r and swims which I do no t reco l lect having seen the

p lo ver do . th is b i rd wh ich I sha l l hencefo rth st i le the M issouri

p lov er, gene ra l l y feeds abo u t the sh a l low ba rs o f the river, to
co l lect it’s fo o d wh ich co ns ists o f [b lank space in M S ] , it

immerces it
’

s beak in the wa te r a nd throws it’s head and beak
from s i de to s ide a t every s tep it takes .

1

1 The avo cet (Recur fv irottra Amerira na
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Co urses a nd di stances Of this day
N . 8 8 . W . to the upperpo in t o f some h igh t imber ina bend o n

the Star‘l s ide
to the up per po int o f a t imbered bo ttom Lar‘?
to a b luff o n the La r‘f s ide
to a s ing le tree o n a po int s ide .

to a po in t o f wo o dla nd s ide.

to a p o int o f w o odla nd just benea th the upper po in t
o f a n e liva ted p la ne o n Star? s ide . o ne mi le sho rt
o f which we encamp ed o n the Lard

[ Cla rk May the xffWednerday 1 8 05.

We set o ut a t sun rise u nder a stiff B reeze from the E ast,
the mo rn ing co o l 8: c lo udy . o ne man J . Sh ie lds s ick with
rhumetism. o ne o f the men (Shanno n) Sho t a Gu l l o r p leav er,
whi ch is abo u t the Size o f an Indian hen , w ith a Sha rp po inted
b i l l tu rn ing up 8: 4 I nches lo ng, the head and neck o f a l ight
b rown, the b reast, the u nde r fea the rs o f the 2

"

.

d
a nd 3

‘l

j o int o f

the wings, the Sho rt fea thers o n the uppe r p a rt o f the 3
'd j o int

o f the wings, down the back the rump 8: ta i l wh i te . The

la rge fea thers o f the I
“ jo ints o f the w ing the upper fea th ers

o f the 2
d

j o ints o f the w ings, o n the b o dy o n the j o in ts o f the

w ing and the b i l l is b l ack . the legs lo ng and o f a skie b lue .

The
’ feet webed This fow l may b e pro perl y sti led the

M isso u ri Pleav er. the w ind became verry H a rd a nd we pu t

to o o n the L. Side, as the wind co nt inued w i th some degree o f

v io lence and the waves to o high fo r the Cano es we were o b l iged
to stay a ll day

Co urse 8: D ista nce 1
‘
.

t
o fMay

miles
N. 8 8

? W . 1% to the up p er po int o f some . h igh t imber in a bend to

the St? S ide
South 2 to the up per part o f a t imber Ld S ide
S. 26

9 W . 1% to a Bluff o n the La rd S ide
S 60

9 W 1 to a S ingle tree o n a po int [o n] the Lar
d S ide

West 2 to a po int [o f] wo o d land Lar
<1 S ide

S. 60
9 W . 2 to a w o od a t the u pper pa rt o f a n eliv a ted p la in o n th e

S. S ide, one m i le sho rt o f which we c amped
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[L ew is Thursday May a
”? 1 8 05.

The w ind co nt inued vio lent all n ight no r did it aba te mu ch
o f it

’

s vio lence th is mo rn ing, wh en a t day l igh t it was a ttended
with snow wh ich co nt inued to fa l l un ti l l abo u t 1 0 A .M .

b eing ab o u t o ne inch deep , it fo rmed a s ingu la r co ntrast w ith
the v egita tio n wh ich was co ns iderab ly adva nced . some flowers
had pu t fo rth in the pl a ins, a nd the leaves o f the co tto nwo o d
were as l a rge a s a do l la r . sent o u t some hunters who ki l led 2

deer 3 Elk a nd severa l buffa lo e ; o n o u r way th is even ing we
a lso sho t three beave r a lo ng the sho re ; these anamals in co n

sequen ce o f no t be ing hu nted are extreemly gent le, Where they
are hu nted they never leave thei r lo dges in the day , the flesh
o f the beave r is esteemed a delecacy amo ng u s ; I think ,

the

ta le a mo st d e l i cio u s mo rsa l , when b o i led it resemb les in flavo r
the fresh to ngues and so u nds o f the codfi sh, a nd is u su a l l y
suffi cientl y la rge to

’

affo rd a p lentifull mea l fo r two men .

J o seph F ie l ds o ne o f the hun ters who was o u t to day fo und
severa l ya rds o f sca rlet c lo th wh ich had been suspended o n the

b o ugh o f a t ree nea r an Old indian hu nt ing cam[p], where it
had been left a s a sacrefice to the de i ty by the indians, pro b
ab l y o f the Assinnib o in na t io n , it being a custom w i th them as

wel l as a ll the na tio ns inhab it ing the wa ters o f the M issou ri so
far a s they are known to u s , to o ffer o r sacrefice in th is manner
to the de ity wa t—ever they may be po ssessed Off wh ich they
th ink mo st a cceptab le to him, and very h o nest l y making the i r
own fee l ings the test o f tho se o f the dei ty Offer him the a rt i c le
whi ch they mo st priz e themse lves . th is be ing the mo st u sua l
metho d o f we[r]ship ing the great sp erit as they te rm the

de ity, is pra ct i ced o n interesting o ccas io ns, o r to p ro duce the

h appy even tu a t io n o f the impo rta nt o ccu rrances inc ident to

huma n na ture, such a s re l ief from hunga r o r mallady , p ro tec

t io n from the i r enemies o r the de l i ver ing them into thei r
hands, and wi th su ch a s cu l t iva te, to p reven t the river

’

s o ver
flowing and distro y ing the i r c ro ps 8:c . s [a] crefices o f a

S imi la r k ind are a lso made to the deceased by thei r friends
a nd re la tives. the are was very piercing th is evening the

[wa ter] friez ed o n the o a rs as they rowed . the w ind dying a t

S.F .M . we set o ut.
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[ L ew i s Friday May 1 8 05.

The mo rn ing be ing very co u l d we did no t set o u t as ea rl y
a s u sua l ; ice fo rmed o n a kett le o f wa ter o f an inch thick .

the snow has me l ted genera l l y in the b o ttoms, bu t the h i l ls
st i l l rema in co ve red . o n the l a rd s ide a t the distance o f 2

mi les we passed a cu riou s co l lectio n o f bu shes wh ich had been
tyed up in the fo rm o f a faciene [fascine ED.] a nd standing
o n end in the o pen b o ttom it appea red to b e abo u t 30 feet high
and ten o r twe lv e feet in diame ter, th is we supp o sed to have
been pla ced there by the I ndia ns, as a sacrefice fo r some p ur

po se . The wind co n tinued to b low h a rd from the West bu t

no t so stro ng a s to compe l us to ly by . C ap t C la rk wa l ked
o n sho re and ki l led an Elk which he caused to be bu tch [er]ed
by the t ime I a rrived wi th the pa rty , here we ha lted a nd

dined be ing ab o u t 1 2 o ur u su a l t ime o f ha l t ing fo r that
pu rpo se. after d inner Capt. Cla rk pu rsued his wa l k, whi le I
co nt inued w i th the pa rty , it be ing a ru le wh i ch we had estab

lished, never to be absent a t the same time from the pa rty .

the pla ins o r high la nds a re mu ch less eliva ted th a n they we re,
no t be ing mo re than from 50 to 60 feet abo ve the r iver
b o ttom,

wh i ch is a lso wider th an u sua l b eing from 5 to 9 M .

’

in wid th ; tra ces o f the a ncient beds o f the r ive r a re vis ib le in
many p la ces thro ugh the who le extent o f this va l ley . s ince
the h i l ls have become lower the appea rance o f the stra ta s o f

co a l bu rnt h i l ls and pumi ce sto ne hav e in a grea t measu re
ceased ; I saw no ne to day . we saw vast qu antit ies o f Buffa l o e

,

Elk, deer p rinc ipa l ly o f the lo ng ta le kind , Antel o pe o r go ats ,
beaver, geese , du cks, b rant and some swan . nea r the entrance
o f the river ment io ned in the cou rse o f th is day , we saw

an u nusu a l number o f Po rcup ines
.

from wh ich we determined
to ca l l the r ive r after th a t a namal

, and a cco rdingly denomi
na ted it P orcup ine ri

'ver .

l
this stream discha rges itse l f in to the

M isso u ri o n the Sta r". S ide 2000 mi les abo ve the mo u th o f the
la tter, it is a bea tifull b o l d run ing stream, 40 y a rds w i de a t

it
’

s entrance ; the wa ter is transpa ren t, it be ing the fi rst o f th is
discrip tio n tha t I h ave y et seen disch a rge i tse l f into the M is

1 Now Po plar River ; the name Po rcupine is in o ur day appl ied to a branch o f

M i l k River. ED.
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so u ri befo re it enters a la rge sand bar thro ugh wh ich it dis
cha rges itse l f in to ’

the misso u ri it’s banks a nd bo ttom a re

fo rmed o f a st iff b lue a nd b lack c lay ; it appea rs to be navi
gab le fo r cano es and perogu es a t this t ime a nd I have no

do ub t bu t it might be naviga ted w ith bo a ts o f a co nsiderab le
S iz e in h igh wa te r. it

’

s ba nks appea r to b e from 8 to ten feet

h igh and se l dom o verflow ; from the quan tity o f wa ter fur
nished by th is r iver, the appea rance o f the co untry

, the dirce
t i o n it pu rsues , a nd the s i tu a t io n o f it

’

s entrance, I have but
l i tt le do ub t bu t it takes it’s so u rce no t far from the ma in bo dy
o f the Suska shawa n rive r, and th a t it is pro bab l y. navigab le
1 50 M iles ; perhaps no t very dis tant from tha t river. sho u l d
th is b e the case, it wo u l d affo rd a very favo rab le communica

t io n to the Atheb a skay co u ntry, from whence the Bri t ish
N .W . Compa ny derive so la rge a po rt io n o f the i r va lua b le
fu rs. Capt . C la rk who a scended th is r ive r seve ra l mi les a nd

passed it abo ve where it en tered the h i l ls info rmed me o n his

retu rn tha t he fo und the genera l w idth o f the bed o f the r iver
abou t o ne hundred ya rds, where he passed the river the bed
was 1 1 2 ya rds w ide, the wa ter wa s knee deep a nd 38 ya rd in
wi dth ; the ri ver wh i ch he co u l d o bserve from the r is ing
gro unds fo r abo u t 20 mi les, b o re a l ittle to the E ast o f No rth .

the re was a co ns i derab le po rt io n o f t imber in the bo ttom lands
o f th is r iver . Cap t Cla rk a l so met w ith l imesto ne o n the

surfa ce o f the ea rth in the co u rse o f his wa l k . he a lso saw a

range o f lo w mo unta in s a t a distance to the W o f N, the i r
di rect io n be ing N .W . the cou ntry in the neighbo [rho o d] o f
this river, and as fa r as the eye can reach , is leve l , ferti le, Open
and beatifull beyo nd discrip tio n . o f a mi le abo ve the

entrance o f th is river a la rge creek fa l ls in wh ich we ca l led
2000 M ile Creek. I sent Rub in Fiélds to examine it, he

repo rted it to be a bo l d run ing stream, it
’

s bed 30 ya rds w ide .

we pro ceeded abo u t 3 mi les abo v e th is creek and encamped o n

the Sta r“. sh o re . I wa l ked o u t a l ittle distance a nd me t w i th 2
po rcupines which were feeding o n the yo ung wi l low

’

wh ich
grow in grea t abundance o n a ll the sandba rs ; this anama l is

exceedingly clumsy a nd no t very wa tchfull I appro ached so

nea r o ne o f them b efo re it p erciev ed me th at I to u ched
'

it wi th
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my espo nto o n . fo und the nes t o f a w i l d go o se amo ng some

dri ftwo o d in the river from whi ch we to o k th ree eggs . this is
the o n l y nest we have me t wi th o n dri ftwo o d , the u sua l po s i
t io n is the to p o f a b ro ken t ree, somet imes in the fo rks o f a

l a rge tree bu t a lmo st inva riab l y, from 1 5 to 20 feet o r upwa rds
h igh .

Co urses and distances May 1 805.

to a po int o f h igh t imber in a bend Sta r?
to a p o int o f h igh t imber in the center o f a bend o n

La r‘! side

to a po int o f wo o dland Sta r‘.i side

to some dead t imber in a bend

to the up per pa rt o f the h igh t imber in a bend o n the

Lar‘l s ide .

to a po int o f wo odla nd Sta r? side

to the commencement o f the t imb er o n the Lar‘l side

in a b end

No rth. to the u pper part o f the h igh t imber in a bend o n the

Sta rf’, p a ssing a sand po int a t mi le o n Lar‘l

to a po in t o f wo odland o n the Lar‘.I s ide .

to a po int o f wo o dland o n the s ide
,
a t the

entranc
’

e o f a large ri ver o n the Sta r‘.1 s ide, ca lled
Po rcup ine R.

S. 45
9 W . to the h igh t imber o n the la t? side , pa ss ing the en

trance o f 2000 m i le Creek a t Mo f a mile o n

La r‘f s ide.

N. 40
9 W. to some h igh t imber o n the Sta r‘.1 s ide , just abo ve an

o ld channel o f the river o n the Sta r? where we

[ Cla rk May Friday r 8 o 5

we Set o u t reather la ter thi s mo rn ing than u seal owing to
wea ther be ing verry co ld , a fro st last n igh t a nd the Therm?
sto o d th is mo rn ing a t 26 abo ve 0 . wh i ch is 6 degrees b [e] low
freeseing . the ice tha t was o n the Kett le left nea r the fi re la st
n ight was o f an inch th ick . The snow is a ll o r nea rl y all
o ff the low bo ttoms, the H i l ls are entireley co vered ; three o f

o ur pa rty fo und in the b ack o f a bo ttom 3 p ieces o f sca rlet o ne
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wa l kd o n the u pper Side o f Po rcupine Riv e r fo r some dis tance .

Thi s river from its s iz e 8: quant i ty o f wa ter must head a t no

grea t distance from the Saska shawan o n th is river I saw

emence he rds [o f] E lk 8: Buffa low 8:ma ny deer 8: Po rcupine .

I a lso saw the to p o f a mo un ta in whi c h did no t appea r verry
h igh to the West Of N . 8: bo re N W . I saw o n the h igh
land l imesto ne 8: pebb le . The co u ntrey ab o u t the mo u th
o f th is river and as far a s the eye ca n reach is bu tifu ll o pen
co un trey . T he grea ter pa rt o f the sno w is me l ted .

Co urse 8: D istance o fMay 1 805

to a p o int o f h igh t imber o n the St? S ide in a bend

to a p o int o f h igh t imber o n the L ‘i S‘.i abo ut the mid

dle o f a bend L .S.

mile to a p o int o f wo o d land St“! S ide
m i les to some dead t imber in St‘.i bend
to the u p per part o f a t imber in a bend to the Lard S ide
to a p .

t
o f wo od land St? S ide

to the commencement o f a timber o n the Lard Side
in a b end

No rth to the up per p art o f the h igh t imber in a b end o n the

Sta rd S ide pass ing a Sand po in t at a m i le
to a po in t o f wo od La nd o n the Ld S ide
to a po int o f w o od land o n the Std S ide a t the mo uth

o f a large river o n the Std S ide
S 45

9 W 3 m . to a h igh t imber o n the Lard Side pa ssed the mo uth
o f 2000 m i le Cree k a t o f a m i le o n the La rd S ide

N . 40
9 W . to some high t imber o n the S. S ide just abo ve a n o ld

channe l o f the river Std Side . enc amped

[ L ew is Sa turday May 4
“

1 8 05.

We were deta ined th is mo rning unt i l l abo ut 9 00? in o rder
to repa re the rudder i ro ns o f the red p erogue wh i ch were
b ro ken last even ing in la nding ; we then set o u t, the w ind
ha rd aga inst u s . I wa l ked o n sho re this mo rn ing, the wea ther
was mo re plesan t, the snow has disappea red ; the fro st seems
to have effected the vegetatio n much less than co u l d have been
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expected the leaves o f the co tto nwo o d the grass the box a lder
w i l low and the ye l low flowering p ea seem to be sca rce l y
to u ched ; the ro sebushes and ho neysuckle seem to have sus

taned the mo st co ns iderab le inj u ry . The co u ntry o n b o th
s ides o f the M i sso u ri co n tinues to be o pen leve l ferti le a nd

beau tifull a s far a s the eye can reach which from some o f the

eminences is no t Sho rt o f 30 M iles . the ri ve r bo ttoms a re

very extensi ve a nd co nta in a mu ch grea ter pro po rti o n o f timber
th an u su a l ; the fo re pa rt o f th i s day the river was bo rdered
w i th t imbe r o n b o th s ides, a ci rcumsta nce whi ch is extreemly
ra re a nd the fi rst wh ich ha s o ccu rred o f any thing l ike the same

extent s ince we left the M anda ns . in the after pa rt o f the day
we pa ssed an extensi ve beau tifu ll p la in o n the Starf‘ s ide whi ch
gradua l ly ascended from the river. I saw immence qu a nti t ies
o f buffa lo e in every dire ct io n , a lso some Elk deer and go a ts ;
having an abundance o f mea t o n hand I pa ssed them wi tho ut
fi ring o n them ; they are extreemly gent le the bu l l buffa lo e
pa rti cu l a rly w i l l sca rce l y give way to y o u . I passed severa l in
the o pen pl a in w i thin fifty pa ces, they viewed me fo r a moment

a s someth ing no vel and then very unco ncernedl y co nt inu ed to
feed . Cap? C la rk wa l ked o n Sho re this even ing a nd did no t

rej o in u s u nt i l l after da rk, he stru ck the r iver severa l mi les
abo ve o ur camp and came down to u s . we saw many beaver
some [o f] wh ic h the pa rty Sho t, we a lso ki l led two dee r to day .

much Sign o f the b rown b ea r. passed seve ra l o ld India n hunt
ing camps in the co u rse o f the day o ne o f them co nta ined
two la rge l o dges wh ich were fo rtifyed w ith o ld dri ftwo o d and

fa l len t imb er ; this fo rt ificat io n co ns isted o f a ci rcu la r fence o f

t imber lade ho riz o nta l l y laping o n a nd o ver l aying ea ch o ther
to the h igh t o f 5 feet. these po unds are somet imes bu i lt from
20 to 30 feet in diamete r and co vered o ver w ith the tru nks
and l imbs o f o ld t imbe r. the u su a l co nstru ct io n o f the lo dges
we h ave la te ly passed is as fo l lows . three o r mo re stro ng st icks
the thickness o f a man

’

s leg o r arm and abo u t 1 2 feet lo ng are
attatched to ge ther a t o ne end b y a wi th o f sma l l wi l lows, these
are then set o n end a nd spread a t the base, fo rming a ci rc le o f

ten twe lve o r 14 feet in diameter ; St i cks o f dri ftwo o d and
’fa l len t imber o f co nvenient size are now p laced wi th o ne end
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o n the gro u nd and the o ther rest ing aga inst tho se wh ich are
secu red to gether a t to p by the w i th and wh i ch suppo rt a nd

give the fo rm to the who le, thu s the sti cks a re l a id o n u nt i l l
they make it a s thick as they design , u sua l l y ab o u t th ree
ranges, each piece b reaking o r fi l l ing u p the in terst i ce o f the

two benea th it, the wh o le fo rming a co nn ie figu re ab o u t 10 feet
h igh w ith a sma l l app erture in o ne s ide wh ich a nswers a s a

do o r. leaves b a rk and straw are somet imes thrown o ve r the
wo rk to make it mo re comp lete, bu t a t best it a ffo rds a ve ry
imperfect she l ter pa rti cu la rl y w ithou t straw wh ich

'

is the sta te

in wh ich we have mo st usu a l l y fo u nd them.

Co urses and distances o f the o f May

S. 80
? W . to a po int o f timb er o n the Sta r? side

S . 72
9 W . to a po int o f wo odland o n the side river wide

a nd fi l led w ith sandba rs
S. 50

9 W. to the mo uth o f a sma ll creek in a deep bend o n La r‘i
s ide, a sa nd I sland Oppo s ite

10
? W . to a po int o f wo o dla nd o n the Lar‘.l s ide pa ss ing a

Sta r“.1 po int a t 1% m i les
S . 45

9 W . to a w i l low po int on the Sta r? s ide
,
the r i ver making

a c o ns iderab le bend to the N. an o pen p la in o n

the Star?
S. 70

9 W . to a po int o f t imbered la nd o n the Star? where w e

encamped.

Miles

A t no o n the sun was so mu ch o b scu red tha t I cou ld no t

o b ta in his maridian Altitude wh i ch I mu ch wished in o rder to
fix the l at itude o f the entrance o f Po rcupine r iver. Jo seph
F ie lds was very s i ck to day w ith the disentary had a h igh fever
I gave him a do z e o f Glauber sa l ts , wh ich o perated very wel l ,
in the even ing his fever aba ted and I gave him 30 dro ps o f

laudnum.

[C la rk May 41? Sa tturda y 1 8 05

The rudder I ro ns o f o ur l a rge Pet o gne b ro ke Off la st n ight,
the rep laceing o f whi ch deta ined u s this mo rn ing u nti l l 9
o c lo ck a t wh i ch t ime we set o u t the wind a head from the
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game to da y ; Buffa lo e E lk and go a ts o r Ante lo pes feeding in
every d i recti o n ; we ki l l wha tever we wish , the buffa l o e fur
n ish u s w ith fi ne vea l a nd fa t beef, we a lso h ave veniso n a nd

b eave r ta les when we w ish them ; the flesh o f the Elk a nd

go a t a re less esteemed , a nd ce rta in ly a re inferio r . we have no t

b een ab le to take a ny fi sh fo r some t ime past . The co un try is
a s yeste rday b ea tifull in the extreme . saw the ca rca ses o f

ma ny Buffa lo e l y ing dead a lo ng the sho re pa rt ia l l y devo u red
by the wo lves and bea r. saw a great number o f wh ite b ra nt
a lso the commo n b ro wn b ran t

,
geese o f the commo n kind

a nd a sma l l species o f geese wh ich differ co ns iderab l y from
the commo n canadia n go o se ;

l
the i r neck head a nd b eak a re

co ns ide rab l y th icke r sh o rter a nd l a rge r tha n the o ther in -

p ro

po rt io n to it
’

s s iz e
, they are a l so mo re than a thi rd sma l ler,

and the i r no te mo i e l i ke tha t o f the b rant o r a yo u ng go o se
wh ich has no t perfect l y a cqu i red his no tes , in all o ther
rispects they are the same in co lou r hab i ts and the number
o f fea th ers in the ta le

,
they frequen t l y a l so asco cia te w i th the

la rge geese when in flo cks, bu t never saw them pa red o ff w ith
the la rge o r commo n go o se . The wh i te b ra nt asco cia te in

ve ry la rge flo cks , they do no t a ppea r to be ma ted o r pa red
o ff a s i f they intended to ra ise thei r yo u ng in this qua rter, I
the refo re do ub t whe the r they res ide h ere du r ing the summe r
fo r th at pu rpo se . th is b i rd is abo u t the s ize o f the commo n

b rown b rant o r two th i rds o f the commo n go o se
,
it is n o t so

lo ng by six inch es from po in t to po int o f the w ings when
extended as the o ther ; the beak h ead and neck a re a lso la rger
a nd stro nge r ; the i r beak legs a nd feet are o f a redish o r flesh
co lo u red whi te . the eye is o f mo dera te s ize , the pup le o f a

deep sea green incircled w i th a r ing o f ye l lowish b rown . it

has s ixteen fea thers o f equa l length in the ta le ; th ei r no te

differs bu t l i tt le from the commo n b rant , the i r flesh mu ch the
same, and in my o pin i o n preferab le to the go o se , the flesh is
da rk . they a re en ti re l y o f a bea tifull pu re whi te excep t the

1 Of these b irds, the sma l l go o se described is sc ientifica l ly kno wn a s Bernicla

hutchinri ; the Canadian go o se is B. ra na dent ir. The bro wn brant is B. brenta ,
a nd

the w hite brant Chen hy perboreur ; the la st-named b ird g o es much farther north to

breed. ED.
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l a rge fea thers o f the
,

a nd seco nd j o ints o f the wings which
are j u t [j et] b lack . fo rm a nd h ab its a re the same w i th the

o ther b ran ts ; they somet imes asco cia te a nd fo rm o ne commo n

-
.flo ck . Cap t Cla rk fo u nd a den o f yo ung wo l ves in the co u rse
o f his wa l k to day and a lso saw a grea t numb er o f tho se
a nama ls ; they a re very abundant in this qua rte r, a nd a re o f

two species the sma l l wo o l f o r bu rro wing dog o f the pra t ies
a re the inh a b i ta nts a lmo st inva riab l y o f the o pen pla ins ; they
usu a l ly a sco cia te in ba nds o f ten o r twe lv e somet imes mo re
and bu rrow nea r some pass o r place much frequented by
game ; no t be ing ab le a lo ne to take a deer o r go a t they a re

ra re l y ever fo und a lo ne bu t hun t in ba nds ; they frequent l y
wa tch and se iz e the i r p rey nea r t hei r bu rrows ; i n these bur
rows they ra ise the i r yo ung a nd t o them they a lso reso rt when
pu rsued ; when a pe rso n appro a ches them they frequent l y
ba rk , the i r no te b e ing p recisel y tha t o f the sma l l dog . they
a re o f an inte rmedia te s ize b etween tha t o f the fox a nd dog ,

very a ct ive flee t a nd de l i ca tel y fo rmed ; the ears la rge e rect
a nd po in ted the head lo ng and po in ted mo re l ike tha t o f the

fox ; ta le l o ng a nd bu shey ; the ha i r and fur a lso resemb les
the fox tho

’

is mu ch co a rser a nd inferio r. th ey are o f a pa le
redish b rown co lo u r . the ey e Of a deep sea green co lo u r sma l l
a nd piercing . the i r ta l lo ns are t ea the r lo nger tha n th o se o f

the o rdina ry wo l f o r tha t commo n to the a t lan ti c Sta tes, no ne
o f wh ich a re to be fo u nd in th is qua rter, no r I be l ieve abo ve
the river Pla t .

1 The la rge wo o l f fo und here is no t as l a rge as

tho se o f the a t lanti c sta tes . they a re lower and th icker made
Sho rter leged. the i r co lo u r which is no t effected by the

seaso ns , is a grey o r b la ckish b rown and eve ry in termedia te
shade from that to a c reen [c ream] co lo u red white ; these
wo l ves reso rt [to ] the wo o dla nds and a re a lso fo und in the

pla ins , bu t neve r take refuge in the gro u nd o r bu rrow so fa r a s

I h ave been ab le to info rm myse l f. we sca rce l y see a gang o f
b uffa lo e w i th o u t o b serving a p arsel o f tho se fa i thfu l l shepherds

1 A descript io n o f the co yo te (Ca nit la tra nt ) , fo l l owed b y tha t o f the commo n

w o lf (C. lupu: occidenta lit ) . Co nes th inks tha t Lew is is mista ken a s to the hab ita t
o f the la tter “ in some o f its varie t ies , it w a s fo und in I

‘

hOSt pa rts o f No rth America ,
tho ugh it is no w exterminated from sett led reg io ns ( L. a nd C.

, i, p . 29 ED.
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o n the i r ski rts in readiness to take ca re o f the mamed wo unded .

the la rge wo l f never ba rks, bu t h ow ls as tho se o f the a tlant ic
states do . Capf Cla rk a nd Drewy er ki l led the la rgest b rown
b ea r this even ing wh ich we hav e y et seen . it wa s a mo st

t remendio u s lo o king a namal
,
a nd extreemly ha rd to ki l l no t

w i thsta nding he had fiv e ba l ls th ro ugh his lungs and five

o the rs in va rio us pa rts he swam mo re than h a l f the distance
a co ss the riv er to a sandba r

,
8: it was a t least twen ty minu tes

befo re he died ; he did no t a ttempt to a tta ck
,
bu t fled a nd

made the mo st t remendo u s ro a r ing from the moment he wa s

sho t . We had no mea ns o f weigh ing th is mo nster ; Capt .

Cla rk tho ugh t he wo u ld we igh 500 lb ? fo r my own pa rt I
th ink the estima te to o sma l l b y 1 00 lb

? he measu red 8 . Feet

7% I nches from the no se to the extremety o f the h ind feet ,
5 F . 1 0% In?

a rro u nd the b reast, 1 F . 1 1 . I . a rro u nd the

m iddle o f the a rm
,
8: 3.F . a rro und the neck ; his ta l l o ns

wh ich were fi ve in number o n each fo o t were 4% I n ches in
length . he was in go o d o rder, we therefo re divided him

amo ng the pa rty and made them bo i l the o il a nd pu t it in a

cask fo r fu tu re u ce ; the o il is a s ha rd a s ho gs l a rd when co o l ,
mu ch mo re so than th a t o f the b la ck b ea r . this bea r diffe rs
from the commo n b lack bea r in seve ra l respects ; it

’

s ta l lo ns
a re much lo nge r a nd mo re b lo n t

,
it

’

s ta le sho rter, it
’

s ha i r
wh ich is o f a redish o r bey b ro wn,

is lo nger thicke r and finer
tha n tha t o f the b la ck bea r ; his l iver lungs a nd hea rt a re mu ch
la rge r even in pro po rtio n w i th his s ize ; the hea rt p a rti cu la rly
was as la rge as that o f a l a rge Ox . his maw wa s a lso ten

t imes the s iz e o f b l ack b ea r, a nd was fi l led wi th flesh a nd fi sh.

his testi c les were pendant from the be ll y a nd pla ced fo u r
inches a ssu nder in sepera te bags o r po u ch es . this a n ima l a lso
feeds o n ro o ts a nd a lmo st every species o f w i l d fru i t .
The pa rty ki l led two Elk and a Buffa lo e to da y , and my dog

caugh t a go a t
,
wh ich he o ve rto o k by superi o r fleetness, the

go a t it mu st be u ndersto o d was w ith yo ung and extreemly

p o o r . a grea t number o f these go a ts a re dev owered by the

wo l ves a nd bea r at th is seaso n when th ey are po o r a nd passing
the river from S.W . to N .E . they are very inact iv e and

ea s i l y taken in the wa ter, a ma n can o u t swim them wi th grea t
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ki l l we .Sho t ten Ba l ls into him befo re we ki l led him
, 8: 5 o f

tho se Ba l ls thro ugh his l igh ts This an ima l is the l a rgest o f

the ca rn ivo ro u s kind I ever saw we
‘

had no th ing tha t co u ld
way him, I th ink his we igh t may be sta ted a t 500 po unds, he
measu red 8 feet 7% In? from his no se to the extremi ty o f the

T o e
, 5 feet 1 0% In .

’
a rro und the b reast , 1 feet 1 1 Ins: a ro und

the mi ddle o f the a rm, 3 feet 1 1 In
?

a rro und the neck his

ta l len ts was 4 I nch es 8: lo ng, he was [in] go o d o rder ,
and appea red verry different from the commo n b lack b ea r in
as mu ch as his ta l lents (ta /on or na il) were b lunt, his ta i l sho rt,
his l iver 8: l ights mu ch l a rger , his maw ten t imes a s la rge a nd

co nta ined mea t o r flesh 8: fi sh o n l y . we had him skined a nd

divided
,
the Oi le t ried up 8: p u t in Kegs fo r u se . we camped

o n the Stad Side
,

o u r men ki l led th ree Elk and a Buffa low

to day , and o ur Dog co ugh t a n a nt i lo pe a fa i r ra ce, this a n ima l
appea red verry po re 8: w i th yo ung .

Co urse 8: D istance st.h o f M ay

S. W . m i les to the w i l lows o n the lo wer po int o f an Is land
nea r the S‘.1 S ide o p p o s i t a low b luff.

S . 72
9 W . m i les to some h igh t imber o n a p rojecting po int o n the

S ide o ps
‘!
a p .

‘ L .S.
,
pa ssed the a t 2 m i les

S. 30
° W . mi les to a po int o f w o o d land o n the Stard S ide o p s

‘l

a low Bluff L. Side
mi les to a p o int o f wo o d la nd o n the Lard S ide
m i les to the ex tremi ty o f the sand b ar from the La t d

po int
So uth m i les to aWi l low po int o n the Stard S ide sho rt o fwhich

w e encamped
mi les 1 7

END OF VOL . I
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