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N 1 896 I t rave l l ed th roughou t Mexi co and made a co m ple te study

of the cou nt ry , vi s i t i ng every State and Terri tory , gatheri ng va l u

able data for my book , P icture sque M ex ico , wh i ch was publ i shed

i n 1 897 . W i th the except ion of the warm wel come extended me

o n my retu rn in 1 91 0 , l scarce l y knew Mexi co of fou rteen years ago . Every
where i s progress a nd the soc i a l deve lopmen t wa s a reve la t i on to me . Th i s

t ime I trave lle d '

ove r h ighways a nd byways in pa lace ca rs i nstead of stage

coaches , l i t ters , a nd mu leback .

Through i n t imate knowledge of Mexi co and her peopl e ga i ned duri ng

these extended tou rs , and through the enjoyment of offic ia l cou rtesi es and

private hosp i ta l i ty of a most grac ious nat ion , I have been ab l e to get from the

best sou rces i n terest i ng featu res of the na t iona l l i fe and h i story .

I rea l i ze more than ever how meagre i s the i nformat i on of the genera l

pub l i c ou tside Mexi co , of the beau t i es and resou rces of th i s m arvel l ous coun trv .

She ho lds her proud place in the wor ld as a demonstra t ion of what statesman

Sh i p and good government can accompl i sh .

Mexi co has j ust compl eted her hundredth ann iversa ry of freedom from

Span i sh ru l e . The Soc iedade de Ge o g raph ia do R io de J ane rio , of wh i ch I
‘ am

an honorary member , sent me as a del egate to th is centenn ia l , a nd as a part i c i

pan t ih these fest iv i t i es gathered much accu rate i nformat ion concern i ng th i s
1 3



1 4 IN TRODUCTI ON

j ubi l ee
,
whi ch not on ly marked a grea t era in the h i story of Mexi co , but

cel ebrated the eight i eth b i rthday of the Grand Old M an of the Ameri cas ,
Ge ne ra l Porfi r io D i az , who for near ly ha l f a centu ry has been the honored and
beloved pres ident .

Th is present MEX ICO tel l s a story of a hundred years of the republ i c ; of a

struggle for i ndependence and her freedom . I t i s h i stor i ca l and descri pt ive ,

bu t does not in any way dea l wi th the po litica l affa i rs of the day . I am grate

fu l for a l l the cou rtesi es wh i ch I have received i n th i s hosp i tab l e land .

To the Presiden t of the R epub l i c , to the Governors of the States , and to

the d ist i ngu i shed offic ia l s of the N at i ona l R a i lways of Mexi co , I wi sh to extend

m v si ncere and ki nd apprec iat i on . I am i ndebted to Mr . C . B . W a i te for per

m i ss i on to use some of h is copyrighted V i ews , and to Mr . C . F C l arke , for many
photographs .

M . R . W .

Chi s lehurs t, N ew R oche lle,N . Y. , D ecem ber 26 , 1 91 0 .
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H E h i story of Mexi co i s an i nsp i r i ng one , fi l l ed wi th t ragi c eras . The

ear l i est i nhab i tants known were the To l tecs , who came from C e n tra l

Ameri ca i n the seventh cen tu ry . They were profic i en t in many crafts and
erec ted gigan t i c temples , t races of wh i ch have been found in a l l parts of the

R epub l i c .

~ Th i s race was fo l l owed by the Aztecs , or Mexi cans , i n the fou r
te e n th cen tu ry . These were sca ttered th roughou t the Va l l ey of Mexi co and

thei r war l i ke deeds of bravery have formed many a theme for beau t i fu l stor i es .

After two centu r i es they became a semi-barbari c nat i on . l i v i ng in the glory of

the natu ra l wea l th of thei r country . A ’grea t Ch iefta i n , Montezuma , was the i r

monarch , a nd at the head of the i r vast army .

W hen the resou rces of th i s grea t land became suspected bv Eu ropean
powers , fou r hundred years ago , each nat i on greed i l y sough t to grasp her oppo r

tun ity of add i ng to her r i ches th i s new field . Spa i n was more determ i ned and

appo i n ted wi l l i ng subj ects to make voyages of d i scovery to the great u nknown

cou ntry . The fi rst exp lorer to v i s i t Mexi co was Hernandez de Cordova , in 1 5 1 7 ,
1 7
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bu t h i s d i scover i es lay abou t the coast' of Yuca tan and h is br i l li an t reports

caused a th i rst for the conquest of the n ew l and .

The si ren vo i ces of go ld and glory perpetua l l y sounded in the ears of Span i sh

adventurers , st i rred thei r ambi t ions and nerved them to deeds of unforgotten

bravery

Co l umbus ha d found gold in the strange lands he had d i scovered i n theW e s t

I nd ies , he had tracked i t westward i n 1 498, as he found the I s l and of Tri n idad ,

H ERNANDO CORTE’S .

threaded the waters of the Gu lf of Paria ,

s igh ted the great con t i n en t sou thward

a nd l a ter d i scovered the I sthmus of Pan

ama , then ca l l ed Veragua . Bu t Mexi co
,

the land of su rpass i ng beau ty and wea l th

that wa s to be the rarest j ewel of the

Span i sh possess i ons , the land that was to

gi ve forth ine xhaus tib le
'

riche s to fi l l the
dwi nd l i ng treasu ry of Spa i n , . and to sus

ta i n her wan i ng power , was yet u nknown .

Spani sh ru le had been p lan ted i n the
I sl ands of San Domi ngo , C uba and Porto

R i co . The th i rst for go ld and glory grew

wi th the enjoymen t of thei r possess ion .

Sett l ement estab l i shed , the representa

tive s of the Span i sh C rown made sea ts of

governmen t n ew centres for extensi on of

Span i sh domi n i on .

W hen the news reached Spa i n , i n 1 499 ,

of the d i scovery -
of Paria by Co l umbus a

year prev ious ly , A l onso de H oje d a , who

had been one of the compan ions of Co l um

bus ,
w

s e t ou t W i th Juan de Cosa , a s ch i ef
p i l ot , and Ameri co Vespucc i . They fo l

lowed the route and took a Course sou th of h i s , S i gh t i ng the coast of Sur i nam ,

thence to the Gu l f of Paria to the I sl and of C u racao , and afterward to the

Gu l f of Venezuela . A s a resu l t of th i s marvel lous accompl i shmen t vast and

undreamed of wea l th soon poured i nto Spa i n .
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ab le l ater to obta i n much gold i n barter . Learn i ng tha t prec ious meta l s cou ld
be found in a coun try ca l l ed Mexi co , he sa i l ed northward and made many

di scover i es a long the Mexi can Coast , among others the I sl and of San J uan

de Um , i n the harbor
“

of Vera C ruz , and the Tabasco R i ver . I t is recorded

by Berna l D i az , who wa s a con temporary of C ortés , tha t on one occasi on

the exp lorers , bel i evi ng that the h igh ly pol i shed axes , wi th cu r iousl y carved

handles , of the peop le of Gua s casua lco , W ere made of an i nfer i or .gold
,
were to

d i scover when they exchanged tr i nkets for them , that they were
‘ simply finely

TH E V IS I T OF CORTE’S TO MONT E ZUMA .

pol i shed copper . N otwi thstand i ng th i s fact
,
Velasquez wa s determ i ned

on a thorough exp lorat i on of Mexi co and he appo i n ted Cortés to the command

of a new expedi t i on , whi ch set ou t from C uba -on the ten th of February , 1 5 1 9 ,

in twelve vesse l s carry i ng seven hundred men . I t was not wi thou t j ea lous

m isgivi ngs that the governor s aw th i s i n trep id l eader depart
, no r, a s events proved ,

was he mistaken i n h i s susp i c ion regard ing the grea t ambi t ion of C o rtes
.
The

exped i t i on reached Tri n idad , where Velasquez havi ng determ i ned to rep l ace
Cortes sent vessel s to deta i n h im , bu t

’

he had d e parted o n February 1 8, 1 5 1 9 ,

and reached the shores of the unknown l and i n March
, 1 5 1 9 . H is l i t t l e force wa s
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awa i t i ng h im at the I sland of C ozumel , near the extrem e po i n t of the Pen i nsu la

of Yucatan , whence i t sa i l ed wi th two hundred I nd ian sl aves and sixteen horses .

Th i s wa s the power wi th wh i ch the great Aztec l and was to be won and the proud
ascendancy of Montezuma to be overthrown . The ro ll of compan ions o f the dari ng

leader i nc l uded many names tha t were to become imperi shab ly re co rd e d
'

in the

h i story of Span i sh Ameri ca . Among them were the bri l l i an t Pedro de A lvarado,
A l onso de Avi la , C r i stoba l de O l i d , Franc i sco de Montej o , D i ego de Ordaz ,
Velasquez de LeOn , A l onso Pue rtoca rre ro and Anton A l am i nos .

The sol emn di rec t i ons to C ortés were that he shou ld explore the coun try

d i scovered by Cordova ; restore to freedom the Span i sh held i n capt iv i ty by the

I nd ians ; convert the nat ives to the C hri st i an fa i th and barter wi th them ; and ,

fina l ly , to use the most scrupu lous care to om i t noth i ng tha t migh t redound to

the servi ce of God or h i s soverei gn .

R each i ng the Tabasco R i ver , wh i ch Gri j a lva had d i scovered a year before ,

fo l lowi ng the cou rse of tha t exp lorer , Cortés landed and ga i ned the fi rst gl impse

of that c iv i l i za t i on of wh i ch had been to ld such wonderfu l stor i es . The people

were of advanced cu l tu re , the houses were substant ia l l y bu i l t a nd .
the nat i ves

wore ri ch and beau t i fu l garmen ts . That fi rst i n tercou rse was a l so to gi ve a

foretaste of the struggl e before h im . The Totonacs were the ru l ers of the land ,

they were subj ect to the au thor i ty of the Aztecs , bu t made despera te because of
the tr i bu te they were compel l ed to pay and the severe treatmen t accorded to them

,

they were no t unwi l l i ng to s e e in the new co m e rS
'

a llie s to them in the i r struggl es

aga i nst Mon tezuma . W i th thei r na tu ra l i nst i nct of self-preservat ion they res i sted

the approach of the Span iards and on ly after a Sangu i nary batt l e , on the 25 th

of March , in wh i ch they were defea ted , wou ld they enter i n to fr i end ly rela t i ons

wi th the i nvaders . I n test imony of thei r goodwi l l they presen ted many fema le

s l aves to the conqueror, among whom was the ce lebrated Mari na , whose affe c

tiona te l oya l ty and i n te l l i gence later proved a grea t ass i stance to the Span iards .

Th i s woman , who in Aztec was ca l l ed M a lin tz in , wa s born in Coatzacoa l cos ,

She was the daughter of a grea t cac ique , on whose death her mother sacr ificed

her i n the interest of a brother and Sol d her to the cac ique of Tabasco .

Besides h i s v i ctory i n arms , Cortés won over a l arge number of converts

who were rece i ved i n to the bosom of the chu rch wi th great ceremon ia l pomp .

Thus d id he lay the foundat ion of h i s great work by fu lfi l l i ng the ob l i gat i ons

imposed upon h im by h is sovere ign. Th i s ausp i c i ous begi nn i ng e l evated the
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hopes of the Span i sh and they

sa i l ed northward on Apri l 1 8th
and after delays by storms reached

San J uan de U l ua . H ere the na
tive s man ifested a fr i end ly sp i r i t

and barter wa s read i l y en tered

i nto . Estab l i sh i ng h imself i n th i s
place , the commander desi red tha t

messengers shou ld be sen t to M on

te zum a to not i fy h im of the wi sh

of the Span i ard to v i s i t h im .

Montezuma sen t h is ambas

sador , T e uthi le , wi th wonderfu l

gifts , in pomp and glory , and i n

th i s represen ta t ive of the great

monarch , Cortés found a person of

d i fferen t atta i nmen ts from those

of any nat ive he had h i therto

met . H is dress wa s cost ly and he

wore ornamen ts of prec ious meta l s ;

h is manners were d ign ified and

wi th di p lomat i c sk i l l he made i t

known that he des i red to learn

the wishes of the stranger . H e
was i nformed that Cortés des i red

to v i s i t Montezuma to meet h im

on beha l f of h i s own monarch .

After an i n terva l the ambassador
ret

'

u rned accompan ied by a di st i n

g uishe d cac ique and attended by

one hundred m e n beari ng beau t i fu l

g i fts of exqu i s i te ly wrough t feather

work and receptac l es fi l l ed wi th gra i ns of go ld and other art i st i c art i c l es , a l l

demonstrat i ng the possessi on of r i ch mater ia l s and an advanced knowledge of

the hand i crafts . Such gi fts served on ly to st imu late the Span i ard s pu rpose to
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conquer th i s r i ch count ry . To the request tha t Cortés shou ld return to h i s

Own l and , the rep ly wa s on ly a st i l l more earnest l y expressed desi re to i n tervi ew

the Mexi can m onarch . Fa i l i ng by d i p l omacy to ga i n an aud ience wi th the
monarch , Cortés now rea l i zed tha t force a lone cou ld g ive h im pos s e s s ion

'

of th i s

wonderfu l l and that he conce ived to be h i s by r igh t of h is di scoveri es .

W h i l e awai t i ng the ou tcome of negot ia t i ons wi th Montezuma , the audac ious

leader had busi ly occu p ied h imsel f in ac I rin g i nformat ion concern i ng the

country and its weal th a nd in consider i ng means by wh i ch he shou ld se i ze the

possess ions he coveted . H e l earned that the Totonacs had occup i ed thei r
terr i tory for seven or eigh t cen tu r i es ; tha t they had lost thei r i ndependence

to the Aztecs two or three genera t i ons before ; and had suffered very grea t
i nd ign i ty and borne many heavy burdens . H e shrewd lv used h is opportun i t i es
to contract a firm fr i endsh i p wi th these peop l e .

Cortés observi ng tha t some of his compan ions were m istrustfu l of h im ,

began to chafe under the bu rden of h is ob l igat ion to Velasquez . H e dec ided
now to throw off h i s du ty to the governor , and strengthen h i s own i ndependence

and power before h i s p lans cou ld be i n terfered wi th and h i s grea t prospect

shou ld become known . Sagac i ously , i f not l oya l ly , therefore , he founded the

C i ty of Vi l l a R i ca de la Vera C ruz and created i t a Span i sh mun i c i pa l i ty ; then

res ign i ng h is commis s i on from Velasquez , he caused h i s own appo i n tmen t as

commander-in-ch i ef of the exped i t i on , and p laced h imsel f d i rect ly under the

au thori ty of the Span i sh crown . To advance h i s i n terests wi th h i s soverei gn i n

th i s cou rse , he sen t Montej o and Pue rtocarre ro to Spa i n wi th i nstruct i ons to

exp la i n h is s i tuat i on and p lans , and i n order to demonstrate the wonders of thei r

new terr i tory he d i spatched some nat ives and a large treasu re wi th them .

So adro i t l y had Cortés ac ted toward the Totonacs whom he had thu s fa r

met that he rece ived an i nv i ta t i on from the ch ief of the tr i be to v i s i t the cap i ta l

a t C e m poa lla . H e proceeded toward tha t c i ty , the fleet sa i l i ng a long the coast ,
wh i l e the exped i t i on penetrated the strange coun try . A S they progressed the

dreary and ar id l ands changed to
“

a scene of l uxu rian t and verdan t vegetat i on
,

a flora bewi lder i ngly beau t i fu l to thei r eyes , wi th ev idences everywhere of a c ivi l i

zation they had not expected , a nd a l so of the barbar i sm of the i r na t ive re l ig i on

in the rema i ns of numerous v i ct ims who had been immolated to prop i t i a te

thei r gods . Gian t h i l l s broke the d i stan t vi ew , and the snow-covered peak of

Or i zaba , maj est i ca l l y stood above the va l l ey . The peop le wore r i ch mant les
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and robes of finely woven c loth , crudely wrough t go lden cha i ns hung o n the i r

necks
,
and ri ngs adorned the i r nostr i l s and ears . They wel comed the Span i ards

wi th fr i end ly acc la im and bore before them in profusion t ropi ca l fru i ts and

flowers .

The ci ty entered wa s substant ia l ly and attract ive ly bu i l t , and the prospect

was gladden i ng to the heart of Cortés . The i r houses were of a pr im i t i ve br i ck

and mortar , were su rrounded by gardens of fru i t t rees and shru bbery , wh i l e

around the c i ty stretched r i ch fie lds of gra i n , giv i ng the scene a p i ctu resque

appearance .

Cortés was soon conv i nced that the Totonacs and other t r i bes who were

subj ec ts of Montezuma were host i l e to the i r monarch . Ever a ler t to forward
h is p lans , he soon se i zed on an i n c iden t tha t gave h im an occas ion to make

last i ng fr i ends of the Totonacs . Some Aztec tax-gatherers had arr ived to
demand a tr i bu te of twen ty young men a nd women to be sacr ificed to the gods

in exp ia t ion of the recept ion the tr i be had given to the Span i ards . The ch i ef ,
fee l i ng the assu rance of Span i sh protect ion , cast the tax-gatherers i n to pr i son .

Thereupon , conce iv i ng an adro i t p l an to ga i n the favor of both Aztecs and
Totonacs

, Cortés rescued two of the five capt ives , whom he caused to be safe ly

conducted to Montezuma , and preserved from sacrifice the other three . By

th i s d i p lomat i c stroke he was ab le to estab l i sh a l l i ances . wi th severa l ch i efs

aga i nst Montezuma .

At th i s time , the audac i ous gen i us of the commander was man i fested in a
cri s i s that th reatened not on ly h i s domi n ion bu t a l l tha t h i s i magi nat ion had

conj ured up . The fr i ends of Velasquez i n h i s army havi ng st i rred up a con

s piracy aga i nst Co rtes and i n tend ing to sei ze one of the vessel s a nd retu rn to

C uba , the l eader made a desperate hazard to compel the a l l egi ance of h is com

pan ions and cu t off a l l chance of defec t i on . I n August , 1 5 1 9 , he ordered el even

of h i s sh i ps to be sunk in the harbor , a l l eg i ng as the cause tha t they were worm

eaten . There was now no cou rse Open to h im but to rem a i n in the country and

conquer the peopl e , or be destroyed .

Cortés thereupon garr i soned Vera C ruz wi th a hundred men , and set ou t

o n h is march to the C i ty of Mexi co , fi rst destroyi ng the ido l s in the leoca lli at

C e m poa lla . H is force now consi sted of abou t fou r hundred and fifty Span iards ,

s ix l i gh t guns , fifteen horses , a number of Totonacs a nd a numerous body of

I nd ian carr i ers .
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Con t i nu i ng h i s progress the Span iard approached the terr i tory of the

Tlasca lans , a n i ndependent peop l e , who were sa id by the Totonac ch ief to hate

the Aztecs so b i t ter l y that the Span iards wou ld be su re of a fr i end ly recept ion .

They were doomed to a b i t ter d i sappo i n tmen t . The Tlasca lan country lay on

the east of the Pla i n of Anahuac and was c lose ly enc i rc l ed by h igh ranges and
when the Span iards reached the boundary of the terr i tory they found i t defended

by a strong stone wa ll . Messengers were sen t to request a free passage th rough

the countrv, bu t th i s wa s den i ed . They regarded th i s as a cha l l enge and sca l ed

HOUS E OF CORT E’S AT COYOACAN .

the enc l os i ng wa l l , bu t met a most stu bborn foe . Aga i n and aga i n d id the l i t t l e
Span i sh force t remble for the i r fa te as they recei ved the a t tacks of the enemy

,

who num b e red th irty thousand brave warri ors , bu t the i r a rms and sk i l l proved

too much for the T lasca l ans , wi th the i r pr im i t i ve weapons , and after a grea t

struggl e th ey were defea ted . N o t a l l the i r bravery cou ld ava i l them aga i nst

the desperate and determ i ned Span i ards . The nat ives had made a m i stake

in bel i evi ng tha t the Span i ards were ch i ldren of the sun and that they cou ld be

defeated in a moon l igh t at tack . Acknowledgi ng the i r defeat
,
they soon made

peace and C ortés and h i s a l l i es en tered the c i ty o n September 22 , 1 5 1 9 . N o
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more fa i thfu l m e n cou ld be found than th ese Tlasca l ans
,
whose enm i ty to

Montezuma the abl e Cortés knew wel l how to turn to account . B i nd i ng firm ly

the bonds of fr i endsh i p and a l l i ance , the conquerors were abl e to move forward ,

TH E NOCH E TR I ST E T R EE .

on Oc tober 1 s th , on the i r way to Cho

l u la , the next ma i n c i ty between them

and Tenoch t i t l an .

The sigh t of the magn ificen t tem

p le wi th its hundred towers
,
wi th its

r i ch carvi ngs and decorat i ons of go ld
,

dazz l ed the eyes and exa l ted the hopes

of the sma l l Span i sh force , wi th its

i n t rep id l eader , and i ts s ix thousand

Totonac and Tlasca l an a l l i es , as the

Sacred C i ty of Chol u l a was ap

proach e d . The ru ler of the beau t i fu l

c i ty was ready to wel come Co rtes , un t i l
he l earned that thei r enem ies , the

T lasca lans , were among h i s fo rce s ,
’

and

became susp i cious and unfri end ly

toward the Span i ards and refus
‘

ed to

perm i t them to e n ter un l ess the Tlas

calans were l eft ou ts ide of the c i ty .

W i th h is usua l prompt i tude of act i on

Cortés not ified the ru ler that he wou ld

leave the c i ty the fo l lowi ng day and

requested that the cac iques furn i sh
h im wi th two thousand g u ides . Pur

su i ng th i s p l an , apparen t ly , he drew

up thegrea ter part of h is t roops wi th i n

the cou rt of one of the temples , and

ranged the rest wi thou t , wi th a fu l l

command of the avenues ; then he

i ssued orders tha t at a gi ven s i gna l

the Tlasca lans shou ld enter . The

cac iques arr i ved at the appo i n ted
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d ispa tched C acam atz in , accompan i ed bymany of the pri nc i pa l cac iques and
an imposi ng ret i nue of a ttendants , to greet Cortés a t A m aque m acan and b id

h im wel come to the cap i ta l . Thus i nv i ted and we ll attended ,
the i nvaders

passed through l ztapa lapan amid grea t throngs of aston i shed nat ives eager to
get a look a t the wonderfu l be i ngs and the i r st range dress and accou t remen ts .

At last the proud , magn ificent c i ty was before them ,
the goa l of the i r enterpr i se .

T H E FOUN DING O F TH E C I TY O F MEX ICO. FROM A PA INT ING BY JOSE JARA .

Over the causeways on the lakes , foot and horse marched , an unwonted spectac l e .

W hat t e s a nd fears tormented them as step by step . they moved toward the

ent rance to Tenocht i t lan and beheld the c ity in a ll i t s sp l endor stretched a long

the shores of Lake Texcoco ! A handfu l of Span i ards , l ess than five hundred ,

supporte d on ly by nat ive a l l i es who might at any t i me tu rn aga i nst them ,

march i ng to a c i ty whose i nhab i tants the v had bee n repeated ly to ld were

treacherous . Bu t the d i e was cast .
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On N ovember 8th , Montezuma proceeded to the ou tsk i rts of h i s capi ta l

and persona l ly i nv i ted Cortés and h i s compan ions i n to the Aztec capi ta l . I t

was no barbar i an , in ou tward gu i se a t l east , that greeted the Span i ard . I nstead ,

a proud and d ign ified ru l er at t i red in sumptuous pr i ncel y robes , and su rrounded

by a pomp and ceremony as exact i ng as that of any of the Old W orld cou rts
,

rece i ved wi th marked pol i teness and cou rtesy the u nwel come guest . A l l
po i nted to the ext reme exc l us i veness and d ign i ty of Mon tezuma , a nd when

Cortés , fo l l owi ng the Cast i l i an custom , sough t to embrace the Aztec , he was
forcefu l l y prevented by the attendant ch i efs , who deemed the ac t d i srespectfu l

to s o grea t a personage as thei r ru l er . The recept i on compl eted , Montezuma

appoi n ted an escort , consi st i ng of h i s brother and h i s nephew , to conduct C ortés

wi th i n the c i ty and to the quarters assi gned to them as a residence .

The or ig i na l Aztec cap ita l was bu i l t o n an i sland in on e of the c l uster

of l akes occu py i ng the Va l l ey of Anahuac . H ere on the western s ide grew

the sett l emen t abou t the templ e of rushes , t i l l the cap i ta l spread over the i s l ands ,

the dwel l i ngs bei ng ra i sed o n p i l es
.

and fi l l ed ground as i t was requ i red . R u l er

after ru l er added to i ts exten t and endeavored to beau t i fy i t , t i l l a t the t ime of

the Conquest , i ts struc tu res resembled fa i ry cast l es . The grea t avenues con

structed of hard cemen t crossed the c i ty runn i ng from north to sou th and

east to west crossi ng a t the cen tre . That runn i ng north and sou th extended

in both d i rect i ons , by means of causeways , to the ma i n land , and the other

to the ma i n land on the west . The causeways were carr i ed o n p i l es and

were broad enough to a l l ow of te n horsemen r id i ng abreast , and at i n terva l s

were bridged to perm i t of the passage of boats . The aqueduct conveyi ng

the water to the cap i ta l was supported on a sim i l a r causeway . The dwel l i ngs

of the peopl e were one story h igh and were frequent ly bu i l t o n terraces . Each
stood by i tsel f and was separa ted from the others by narrow lanes or l i t t l e

gardens and enc los i ng an open cou rt . H i gh above these rose the many temples ,
o n mounds , and above a l l , soared the grea t temple of the god of wa r.

Cortés entered the cap i ta l wi th a l l the honors of a vi ctor , to the st ra i ns of

musi c and wi th co lors fly i ng , and was conducted to the pa lace of Axayaca tl, the

father of Montezuma , a s h is p lace of residence . N o res i stance wa s offered , the

ru l er y i e lded to the g loomy pred i ct ions of the pr i ests , he who had a lways been so

proud a nd va l i an t i n wa r, that , bu t a few years before , he had been el ected ch i ef

in preference to h is elder brother . Yet a lmost abj ect ly , a t the approach of
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the Span iards . he humbled h imsel f and h i s peop l e in awe , i nfluenced by the

superst i t i ons of h i s rel i g ion .

I t i s poss i bl e to form a correc t idea of the person and character of Monte

zum a from a descr i pt ion given by one of Cortes
'

s party . H e was abou t forty
years old . ta ll. s lender and th i n , bu t wel l-proport i oned . H i s complex ion . l i ke that

of the other i nhabi tants , was not ve rv brown . H i s ha i r was long on lv over h i s

TH E WOODS OF CHAPULTE PEC .

ears wh i ch i t covered ; h i s beard wa s b lack and handsome . H is face was some

what long and i ts express i on che erfu l . and h i s fine eyes were fu l l of expres s ion .

H e had many concub i nes , a l l of whom were of note and rank , besides tw o l awfu l

wives of l i neage equa l to h i s .

The pa lace occup ied b y the Span iards was s i tuated near the temples a loca l

i ty sel ec ted in conform i ty wi th the bel i ef that they were of d iv i ne character and
shou ld , therefore . be domic i l e d near the gods . The apartments w ere very l arge
I nd those appropriate d to Cortés were furn i she d wi th carpets . Each of h i s



TH E CONQUES T 3 1

compan ions was provided wi th a separate bed , a nd given a l l the comforts and

l uxu ri es su i tab l e to h i s rank .

On the day after thei r a rr i va l in the c i ty , Montezuma vi s i ted C o rtes and

i nvi ted h im to h i s pa lace where he made acknowledgmen t of Span i sh su premacy .

I t i s impossi b le to suppose tha t Montezuma cou ld have regarded the presence

of the Span iards as other than i n im i ca l to h i s count ry
’

s i n terest , espec ia l l y

in V i ew of the fac t tha t the i r nat i ve a l l i es and compan ions were h i s b i t ter
enem ies . The ev idences tha t each succeed i ng day fu rn i shed of the grea t

strength of the Aztec na t i on and
,

of the powerfu l organ i zat i on by wh i ch the

count ry wa s governed brough t c l ea rly to the mi nd of Cortés the magn i tude

of the undertaki ng to wh i ch he was commi tted and the stupendous d i fficu l ty

tha t must a ttend h i s work of conquest . Everyth i ng he s aw of the ri ches

of the Aztecs , o f -the resou rces of the co un trv both pri cked h im o n and gave

h im pause . W ea l th and mag n ificence , order and d i sc i p l i ne were appa ren t on

a ll hands . From the top of the grea t temple , Co rtes had vi ewed the su r
round i ng coun try . The grea t causeways ; the system of defensive drawbridges ;

the busy ca no e s lad e n wi th the produce brough t regu lar ly to the grea t mar

kets , th ronged wi th act i ve traders ; the vi si on of temples toweri ng one above

the other gl i sten i ng wh i te in the c le a r a tmosphere ; a l l spoke of strength and

organ i za t ion ; of a po l i t i ca l system tha t wa s di rected wi th ca re and abi l i ty .

C ortés had succeeded thus far th rough audac i ty and a bravery even to mad

ness . The cond i t i ons were such tha t the same qua l i t i es must be largely rel i ed

on for fu rther ga i ns .

The Totonacs had by the terms of the i r con trac t wi th COrtéS cast off

thei r a l l egiance to Montezuma and refused to con t i nue the paymen t of t r i bu te
,

so when an Aztec ch ief sough t to compel the peopl e of Ce m poa lla to do s o , they

refused and took up arms and Esca lan te , the Span i sh commander a t Vera C ruz ,
came to the i r support . Though the Aztec Cuauhpopoca was defeated i n the
encoun ter , Esca lan te was ki l l ed . The re

'

had a l so been a rea l or imagi nary p lot

aga i nst the l i fe of Cortés . H ere wa s h i s occasi on . H e s aw i n i t a means of
promot i ng h i s pu rpose , no matter what the ri gh ts i nvo lved migh t be . Prompt ly

dec id i ng , he ca l l ed five of h i s most trusted and audac i ous compan ions , Pedro de

A l varado , Gonza lo de Sandova l , Franc i sco de Lujo , Velasquez de Leon and
A l onso de Avi l a and to them imparted h i s p lan to se i ze and hold Mon tezuma ,
and wi th them ca l l ed on the ru l er

,
a t the same t ime orderi ng a sma l l body of
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so ld i ersto assemble i n Mon tezuma’s

pa lace wh i le the major part wa s s ta

tion ed i n the
.

courtva rd and the

avenues l ead i ng thereto.

Montezuma , u nsusp i c i ous of

the p lot , rece ived Cortés wi th ac

customed courtesy , and offered h im
one of h is daugh ters in marr iage ;

but a s such an a l l i ance wa s not

l i kely to fu rther the conqueror
’

s

designs i t was dec l i ned . Throwing

off the mask , Cortés charged M on

te zum a wi th treachery , as be i ng

the i nst igator of Cuauhpopoca
’

s de

mand on the peopl e of C e m poa lla

and of the subsequen t confl ict

ca l l ed upon h im to summon the ch ief . To th i s Montezuma assented , bu t i t

ava i l ed h im naugh t , for Cortés further requ i red that he Shou ld res ide i n
‘

the

pa lace of the Span i ards in order to estab l i sh h is innoce nce
'

in the mat ter ; He
was fina l ly sei zed and held to preven t any t reachery on the part of h is subj ects .

Capt iv i ty was not to be Montezuma’s on ly fate ; h is relen t less foe hum i l i a ted
h im for awh i l e by r ivet ing fetters on h is ankles . To str i ke terror i n to the hearts

of theMexi cans , Cortés ordered t he chi ef , Cuauhpopoca , h is s on and fi fteen m e n

of rank to b e burned a t the stake i n V i ew of a great mu l t i tude of Aztecs , a s a
‘ pun i shmen t for hav i ng fough t aga i nst E sca lan te .

I f Montezuma was broken , other members of h is
“

cou rt were not . Caca

m atz in , the nephew of Mon tezuma , rea l ized tha t the Span iards had come to

di spossess h is . natio n and had str iven to arouse h is peop le to an effort to dr ive

ou t the Span iards . H e , too , had been m ade prisoner . Bu t besides the m i l i

tary suprem acy that Cortés was fasten i ng upon the Aztecs, there was on h is
part a constan t act iv i ty in other d i rect ions . Montezuma was st i l l a capt ive ,
bu t Cortés used h i s v i ct im to l ega l i ze h i s act ions . F i ve vessel s were bu i l t ,
to be used on the lakes. The coast was su rveyed for abou t one hundred and

eighty mi l es sou th of Vera C ruz and the si te chosen for a fort ified post a t the

mou th of the C oa tzacoa lco R i ver . H e obta i ned land i n Oaxaca and estab l i shed

T H E A ZTEC CAL ENDAR STON E .
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a p lantat ion for the crown . H e brough t h is puppet ru l er to take the oa th of
a l l eg i ance to the Span i sh crown and to become a feudatory pri nce

, h is oath and

those of h is pr i nc i pa l ch i efs be i ng du ly a ttested a nd a record made by the roya l

notary . I n pursuance of th i s scheme , t r i bu te was ordered to be pa id to the

Span i ards and the vast treasu re of Axayaca tl wa s bestowed upon them by

Montezuma .

A l l t he i nd ign i t i es heaped Upon the i r ru l er a nd a l l the spo l i a t i on suffered
by the peopl e were unava i l i ng to rouse them to open revo l t aga i nst the i r de

spo i l ers . The yoke of the Span i ards seemed to be r iveted upon them and Cortés

may have been sat i sfied tha t the pr i ze of Mex i co was safel y in his grasp . H is

thoughts now tu rned to the task of overth rowi ng the superst i t i ous idola try ‘of

the Mexi cans and erect i ng i n i ts stead the worsh i p of C hri st . W i th th i s pu rpose

in V i ew , he en tered the temples and threw ou t the ido l s , and converted one of

the bu i ld i ngs i n to a C hr i st i an chu rch . Th i s act i nfu r ia ted the Aztecs and
Montezuma urged Co rtes to sei ze the opportun i ty to l eave the country ,

wh i l e i t

was possi b l e to get safe ly away . Such advi ce fe l l on unapprec i at ive ears , bu t

u nwi l l i ng to d i sc l ose h is rea l i n ten t ion and desi r i ng to keep h is capt ive tractab l e
,

C ortés po i n ted ou t tha t he lacked sh i ps , bu t wou ld endeavor to bu i ld some .

After a br i ef i n terva l , news arr ived of the comi ng of some Span i sh sh i ps to
Vera C ruz , of wh i ch Montezuma learned and he aga i n u rged Cortés to take h is

departu re . On h is part , the conqueror supposed that re i nforcemen ts had arr ived

fo r h im a s the resu l t of the reports of Pue rtoca rre ro and Montej o to the i r s ove r

e ig n . The fleet , however, was not so fr i end ly to Cortés ; i t had been d i spatched

from C uba , by Velasquez , i n order to wrest from h im the fru i ts of h i s en terpri se .

The reports of the great progress and treasure that Cortés had made and ga i ned

aroused anew the cup id i ty and i l l-wi l l of the governor and he had determ i ned

to overthrow h is former commander . The new exped i t i on wa s under the com

mand of Pedro de N arvaez and compri sed e ighteen sh i ps wi th a force of n i ne

hundred m e n . Arr ived a t Vera C ruz , N arvaez demanded the subm iss ion of
Sandova l , the commander , to h imse l f as the representat i ve of Velasquez . The

fear less Sandova l answered the i nso len t ly-addressed demand by sei z i ng N a r

vae z
’

s emi ssar i es , and send i ng them to Cortés l ashed to the backs of I nd ian

carr i ers , bu t on the i r approach to the cap i ta l they were re l eased and moun ted

on horses and courteously t reated , by order of Cortés . The new si tuat ion

thus presented was most grave and ca l l ed for extraord i nary measu res . Leav i ng
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A l varado in command at Mexi co , C ortés marched aga i nst N arvaez wi th abou t
three hundred Span i sh troops and a large force of I nd i ans and jo i ned by Sandova l

and de Leon he su rpri sed and overcame N arvaez at n igh t , captu r i ng h im and
h i s force . The re sult i ncreased the troops of C ortés , for most of N arvaez

’

s
'

men j oi ned the conqueror and the sh i ps were d i smant led . Th is fortu i tous

event was overshadowed , however , by the news from the i n ter ior .

I n the absence of Cortés , A l varado , whom the Mexi cans ca l l ed Tona tiuh ,

because of h i s fa i r complex i on , had crue l ly massacred hundreds of Mexi cans

of the h ighest rank in thei r temple du ri ng a war fest iva l , on May 20th . The

pretext Urged by A l varado for h i s c rue l ac t wa s that an a ttack on the Span iards
was p lanned to fol l ow the feast and that he had merely ou twi t ted them i n an t i c i

pa tion , as h is l eader had done at Chol u l a . As Co rtes retu rned to the cap i ta l
from h is campa ign aga i nst N arvaez , s i gns mu l t i p l i ed of the growi ng unpopu

larity of h is occupat i on . Among the trib e s , few were fr i end ly , except the

loya l T lasca lans . H i s sh i ps on the lake had been dest royed and thus a grea t
d ifficu l ty , i f no t an i nsu rmountab l e one , was opposed to h is escape , i n c ase of

the heed of l eavi ng the cap ita l . The peop le of that p l ace were in fu l l revo l t and

constan t ly a ttack i ng the Span i ards .

I n th i s cr i s i s , Cortés
’

endeavored to pac i fy the nat ives ; he rel eased Cuitla

hua tz in . the brother of Montezuma , whom he had capture d
‘

e arlie r wi th C aca

m atz in . Bu t for once h i s cou rse was fau l ty . Cuitlahuatz in wa s welcomed by

the peopl e as the representat ive of Montezuma . H is character wa s un l i ke tha t

of Montezuma , and i nstead of g iv i ng a id to the Span iards , he app l i ed a l l h i s

act iv i ty and zea l in attempt i ng to
'

ove rthrow them . Shu t wi th i n the i r stone

pa lace , the great commander and h is compan ions were attacked by an immense

host of Aztec warr iors who , scorn i ng the dest ruct i on of thousands of thei r number
by the art i l l ery of the Span iards

,
pressed thei r s i ege unceas i ngly unt i l n igh t .

The next day Co rtes sa l l i ed ou t aga i nst h is assa i lan ts , dri vi ng them back wi th

great s laughter , bu t in no way breaki ng thei r force or weaken i ng the cou rage

of the foe . I n h i s extremi ty , he made use . of h is capt ive and , decki ng h im W i th

h i s robes of state , he caused h im to mount the cen tra l tu rret of the pa lace and

order the peopl e to lay down the i r arms in accordance wi th h is wi l l . H i s
au thor i ty evoked no sympathy ; h is p lea that the Span i ards shou ld be a l lowed

to depart and h i s promise of a restorat i on of the old state Of affa i rs were d i s

regarded . The peop le , for an i nstan t man ifest ing reverence for thei r ru l er ,
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set fi re to the temple . The vi c tory was va i n , however , for the fate of Cor
‘

tes
’
s

enterpri se was sea l ed . Two courses on ly he saw , escape from the c i ty as best

he cou ld ; or death for h imsel f and h is compan ions . H e had fa i l ed to bea t off
h i s assa i lan ts by h i s sort i es ; they were bu t more i nfu r ia ted .

I n the pa lace of h i s father , the corpse of Mon tezuma lay , a t m idn igh t ,
wh i l e the Span i sh pr i est , O lmeda sai d the mass for the dead . A l l preparat i ons
for fl i gh t had been made and hard ly had the so lemn serv i ce been ended before

the Span iards fi l ed ou t of the i r quarters to take up thei r march ou t of the c ity

wh i ch they had dreamed was thei r own , and wh i ch wi th most of i ts treasu res

and the grea t empi re they had hoped to estab l i sh they were now rel i nqu i sh i ng

as terr ified fugi t ives ; not however , ent i re ly ob l iv i ous of ga i n , for by perm i ss ion

the men were to take a l l the gold they cou ld carry .

The n ight march was favored because the Aztecs rarely fough t a t n igh t
,

and because darkness wou ld serve , in part , to cover the retreat . The once

proud and vi ctor ious so ld i ers moved forward , st i l l order ly and wi th d i sc i p l i ne .

Sandova l , Ordaz , and Luj o l ed wi th a part of the i nfantry ; Co rtes , wi th the

art i l l ery , the treasu re , the women and the pr i soners formed the cen t re ; and wi th

h im were O l id , Morla and Avi l a ; i n the rear were A lvarado and Leon , wi th the
ma i n body of the i nfant ry and the heavier guns . Scattered throughou t the

three d iv i s ions marched the loya l T lasca lans , who i n the darkest hou r had never

fa i l ed in l oya l ty and valor .

The organ izat ion and disc i p l i ne of the Aztecs find no better i l l ust rat i on
than in the measures they had taken and in thei r act i on on th i s memorabl e

n e ck-e fr i s te . The bridges on the cana l s had been dest royed , and sen t i nel s had

been carefu l ly posted to give immediate a larm , a nd the great drum of huehue ll

was served so as to br i ng the nat ive so ld i ers i n arms i nstant l y on its bei ng

sounded .

The n igh t was very dark , a dri zz l i ng ra i n was fa l l i ng as the hearts i ck

Span iards cau t i ously proceeded through the si lent streets of the c i ty and neared

the causeway of T lacopan . N o foe had opp osed them thus far , bu t , as they

were abou t to retreat a long the causeway , sen t i ne l s gave the a larm , the dreaded

sound of the great drum was heard and i nnumerab l e warriors at tacked the

Span iards ; they assa i l ed them from canoes in the streets , from the flat house

roofs ,— from every di rect i on came the assa i l an ts . Plan , purpose and bravery

combi ned to make the task of the retreat i ng force a lmost imposs i b l e of execu t ion .
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W i th the fores i gh t characteri st i c of Cortés h i s equ i pmen t i nc l uded a portabl e

br idge , bu t i ts suffic i ency fe l l short of the presen t u rgency . F i gh t i ng wi th the
stubbornness of va lor a nd desperat i on , the fi rst cana l was crossed , bu t i ts capac i ty

gave passage s o s l owly tha t before i t cou ld be moved forward to the second cana l

the vanguard wa s a ttacked savage ly . Meant ime , the weigh t of the art i l l ery and

the troops had forced the bridge i n to the earth s o tha t i t cou ld not be removed .

The s i tuat ion wa s i ndescr i babl e . Throngi ng the narrow causeway , su rrounded

by a dari ng and capab le enemy bent on exterm i nat i ng the Span iards , t rapped

in fac t , escape seemed impossi b l e .

Desperate m e n dashed on horseback across the open i ngs in the causeway
,

swam , or passed across on a si n i ster br idge formed of corpses ; bu t far the grea ter

number per i shed in tha t fa tefu l hou r . N o one cou ld te l l of the horrors of that

passage , no r of the hero i c bravery of the Span i ards . The grea t l eader , i n defea t ,
was the equa l of h imse l f in v i ctory . H e l ed the way and had crossed the last
cana l by a ford , bu t wounded as he was , he returned wi th a few of h i s horsemen to

a id those i n the rear . A l varado , a l so , was severe ly wounded . and the story of h i s

escape is a favori te o ne . H i story has e n s hrine d the l egend : he fixed h i s long

lance in the bot tom of the lake a nd then vau l ted across the breach i n the

causeway . The rear guard of the
.

army retu rned to the i r quarters in the c i ty
,

where after a s i ege of three days they su rrendered and were sacr ificed on the

a l tars of the Aztec gods . The motto tha t had i nsp i red the conqueror when he

added i t to h is standard , bravely adorned wi th the arms of C har les V . and s igned

wi th the cr imson cross : A m ice s equam crucem e l nos fidem ha bem us were in hoc

s ig na vincem zis (Fr i ends , l et us fo l l ow the cross and i f we have fa i th , we sha l l

conquer) , must have seemed a reproach or a mockery to the Span ia rds a s they

fled from the c i ty over the T laco pan causeway on ly to meet , most of them ,
a

horr i b l e death .

On l egend a l so must we re ly for the statemen t tha t o n br i ngi ng h is th i nned

ranks , dep leted by five hundred of h is brave compatr iots a nd fou r thousand

equa l ly brave a nd l oya l I nd i ans , to a na t ive temple on the ma i n land , Cortés

rested under a large tree , s i nce ca l l ed the Tree of La N oche Tri ste , and shed
tears as he contemp la ted the for lorn and despera te sta te of h is so ld i ers . H is

wa s not a na ture to succumb to defeat . Bereft though he was of some of

h is bravest comrades , of t roops , of most of h i s horses , of a l l h i s a rt i l l ery ,

a lmost wi thou t fi rearms , and h is t reasu re lost , h is p lan was ready ; he wou ld
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seek a place of safety in T las ca la and there define h is pl ans for recovery of

h is posi t i on .

The retreat cont i nued and Otom pan , or Otumba , was reached on J u l y 7th .

The way was there barred by an immense army l ed by C ihuaco atl . The ma i n

re l i ance of the Span ia rds was now On the p i ke and the sabre , wi th wh i ch they

defended themselves , bu t so va l i an t was the defense , and often the at tack , that

after seventy-five days of consecu t ive figh t i ng , du r i ng wh i ch terr i b l e carnage

took p lace , aga i nst i nconce ivab l e odds , the Aztecs were pu t to rou t . I t is

bel i eved that fina l success was due to the bravery a nd strategy of Cortés , who

had learned that wi th
“

the lower i ng of the banner of thei r ch i ef , the Mex i can

so ld iers wou ld flee . H e therefore , supported by Sandova l , A l varado , O l i d , and

Dom i nguez , at tacked the ch i ef and hu rl ed h im to the ground and k i l l ed h im .

Thereupon , the army fled , hav ing lost one hundred thousand men , W h i l e of the

Span iards one hundred and of the a l l i es twen ty thousand fel l .

Taki ng up the march aga i n toward T las ca la , not wi thou t grave m isgivi ng

a s to the poss i b i l i ty of a reversal of the fr i end ly sp i r i t and fide l i ty
.

of h is a l l i es
,

they reached the cap i ta l and were greeted wi th most fr i end ly wel come . H ere
,

C ortés fel l a
'

prey to a fever tha t resu l ted from the wound he had received on

the D i sma l N i gh t ; here , too , he was to l earn that the treasu re of go ld he had

left beh ind h im when he wen t on to conquer Tenoch t i t l an had been taken by the

Mexi cans, who destroyed the messengers bear i ng i t to h im . H e had a lso to
pu t down the opposi t i on of some of h is sold i ers who desi red to go back to C uba ,
bu t havi ng received re i nforcemen ts and made gunpowder from the su l phu r taken

from the crater of the grea t Popocatepet l , he de term i ned to reopen h is campaign

by operat i ons aga i nst Tepeaca and took and sacked the cap i ta l and estab l i shed

the sett l emen t of Segura de l a Fron tera .

I t wa s ev ident to Co rtes that h i s m i l i tary task wa s more d i fficu l t than at

first . The new Aztec ru l er , Cuitlahuatz in , wa s of d i fferen t mou ld from Monte

zuma . The leaders were very ab le and extremely co
'

u rageous . Every effor t
had been made by them to di sp lace the loya lty of the nat ive a l l i es , bu t in th i s

they had fa i led , for thei r number wa s i ncreased . Cortés determ i ned tha t every

pl ace that lay on the road to Tenocht i t lan must be fr i end ly or conquered .

Betrayed by thei r cac ique , Cuauhque cho llan was subdued ; I ztocan was taken

and sacked and a hundred temples g iven to the flames . Addi ng fu rther to
h is nat ive forces , and re leasi ng some of the compan ions of N a rvae z , the
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conqueror completed h i s p lans for the recaptu re of the Aztec cap i ta l , i nc l ud i ng
the bu i ld i ng of th i rteen fla t-bottomed boats to be used on Lake Tezcoco .

Before si ege was la id to the cap i ta l , the successor of Montezuma d i ed , on

N ovember 26 th ,
of sma l l pox

,
to wh i ch thousands of Aztecs had succumbed .

Th i s scou rge was of grea t serv i ce to the Span i ards . The new ru ler was Cuauh

tém octz in ,
or Gua te m o tz in ,

the nephew and s o n-in-law of Montezuma . Pre

paratory to h i s fina l march on Tenocht i t l an ,

C o rtes formu lated a drast i c code for the

regu la t ion of h i s army and sign ifica nt l y de

c lared that the pendi ng war and i ts acqu is i

t i ons wou ld be robbery un l ess i ts pr i nc i pa l

a i m was the convers i on of the heathens .

Thus
,
wi th an apparent ly more ser i ous pu r

pose than before , the army , wi th i ts e igh t

thousand carr i ers , bear i ng the th i rteen

bri gan t i nes
,
moved o n Tezcoco , on Decem

ber 28th , and fo l l owi ng the most d i fficu l t

rou te , took i t wi thou t con test . Estab l i sh
ing a fr i end ly ru l er here , C ortés then took

T lacopan and entered the sou thern border

of the Va l l ey of Mexi co . A t th i s t ime he
wa s captu red in the cou rse of a reconna i s

sance
,
bu t was l i berated by h i s so ld i ers

before the t ime of h i s sacr ifice had arr ived .

H e was a l so ob l iged to q ue ll an i nsu rrect ion
in Tezcoco ,whi ch a imed at h i s assass i na t ion .

Cortés was now ready for h i s at tempt

on Tenoch t i t lan . H i s br igan t i nes were
launched on the lake on A pri l 28th and

wi th h is army d iv ided i n to three bod ies under A l varado , O l i d , and Sandova l ,

consi st i ng of n i ne hundred Span i ards , one hundred a nd twenty-five thousand

nat ive a l l i es , e igh ty-seven horses , and wi th three large and fifteen sma l l guns ,

ch i efly d i sposed throughou t the fleet , the march on the cap i ta l began on

May 20th . Cortés took command of the fleet of th i rteen br igant i nes and a

grea t number of nat ive canoes . The three commanders occup ied , respec t ive ly ,

AZTEC IDOL.
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T lacOpan , Coyoacan , and l ztapa lapan , wh i ch they made the i r. bases of

operat i ons . I n a few days , Cortés had taken severa l lake posi t i ons ; the

capita l was complete ly b lockaded ; the water supp ly was a l so cu t o ff and the

way was Opened for an at tack on the c i ty i tsel f . Th is he succeeded i n en ter i ng

a nd reached the pri nci pa l square and sei zed the great temple of the war god ,

wi thdrawi ng , however , at n igh tfa l l .

Three days la ter , bei ng large ly re i nforced from Tezcoco , he aga i n attacked

the cap i ta l and entered i t , set t i ng fi re to the pa lace i n wh ich he had formerly

res ided and to .Montezuma
’

s av iary . The resi stance of the Aztecs was s o for
m idab le and the i r bravery and steadfastness s o terr i b l e tha t the retreat a t n igh t

to camp cou ld be accompl i shed by Cortés on ly wi th great d ifficu l ty . But

l i t t l e rea l progress was bei ng made by th i s method as the enemy dest royed

the m ilita rv works of the i nvaders as soon a s the la t ter had
'

re tired . Such

operat ions promi sed l i t t le and yi eld i ng to the counse l of h is l i eu tenan ts , Cortés

dec ided on maki ng a genera l a t tack .

On J u ne 28th , a l l pl ans be i ng commun i cated to h is l eaders , an advance
on the market p lace of T late lo lco was ordered . Through a m isadven ture , the

forces were separated . A lderete who had a l ready a lmost reached the obj ecti ve
poi n t , wa s greeted wi th the d in of the great sacred drum and he wa s immedia te ly

a ttacked by the Aztec hosts . H e had om i t ted to c lose the breaches i n the
causeway, and the other d iv i s ions cou ld not fo l l ow . The advance body was

rou ted and fled back on the causeway . There wi th Co rtes on the other s i de
of the open i ng , a terr i b l e bat t l e raged . Co rtes was wounded and narrowly

escaped captu re , bu t he ra l l i ed the so ld iers and led a retreat . Pedro de A l varado
and Sandova l , hav i ng a lso near ly reached the market-p lace , retreated . The

exu l tant Aztecs taunted thei r enem ies on the i r defea t and flung among them

three dri pp i ng heads of Span iards, Shou t i ng as they d id s o Mal i nche
”

( the

name they app l i ed to Cortes ) ,
“

Tonatiuh
”

(A lvarado) , and “

Sandova l . To th i s

they added the abominab le tortu re at tend i ng the i r barbarous sacr ifices a s they

offered the bod i es of the i r capt ives on the a l tars of thei r demon-gods and feas ted

at a banquet on the i r corpses at even i ng .

Th is defeat seemed to threaten the dest ruc t i on of the Span iards . I t is to

the eterna l cred i t of the nat ive a l l i es tha t not a l l the e ffo rts
‘

of Guate m otz in

and h is emi ssar i es the pr i ests , no r h is th rea ts cou ld underm i ne the i r loya l ty
to Co rtes .
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R ea l i z i ng the d i sadvan tages under wh i ch he labored by reason of the d iffi

cu l ty of keep i ng open the approaches by the causeways , of opera t i ng h i s forces

and of defend i ng them under these cond i t i ons , Co rtes developed a new plan

of a t tack ; he wou ld fi l l the cana l s . Accord i ngly , he l ed h is figh t i ng men and

u t i l i zed the I nd ian aux i l i ar i es to destroy wi th hoes every bu i ld i ng they reached .

The grea t Ieoca lli had been pu t to the torch ; the obj ect ive poi n t was a t hand .

S lo l , bu t stead i ly , the i nvaders advanced and the enemy crowded c loser and

c loser wi th i n narrowi ng l im i ts , pressed by a determ i ned and re len t l ess foe , and

ever fa l l i ng u nder the comb i ned b lows of growi ng fami ne , want of water , and

pest i l ence . Guate m o tz in at fi rst scorned to su rrender when ca l led u pon to do s o ;
then , as the suffer i ngs of the Aztecs grew past end u rance , he prom i sed to arrange
terms , bu t fa i l ed to appear , preferr i ng dea th . The last shorten i ng of the l i v i ng

cha i n abou t them had been made ; the eager so ld i ers leaped at the command

for a genera l a t tack , and pour i ng i n to the c i ty after h i s figh t i ng m e n , the I ndi ans

fel l u pon the Aztecs spari ng none o n tha t day of fearfu l revenge and con t i nu i ng
the carnage on August 1 3 , 1 521 . The Aztec ch i ef was captu red as he sough t
to escape on a pi ragua , and was l ed before the conqueror , from whom he begged

the boon of death by h is dagger , now tha t he was a pr i soner after havi ng done

a ll tha t he cou ld in defence of h is coun try and peop le . Thei r l eader capt ive ,
the su rv iv i ng Aztec W arr iors subm i t ted and were perm i t ted to l eave the capi ta l .
Tenocht i t l an and the Aztec dom i n ion were destroyed . The conqueror l eft a

garr i son i n the c i ty and h i s v i ctor i ous forces wi thdrew to thei r respect ive bases

of operat ion . The cost of l i fe to the i nvaders du ri ng the a lmost th ree months
’

s i ege was abou t one-ten th of thei r st rength .

The vi c tors
’

j oy was tempered wi th d i sappo i n tmen t . The treasu re they

had hoped to find was not forthcomi ng . Gua te m o tz in was bel i eved by the

Span i ards to possess a knowledge of its whereabou ts and Co rtes ordered h im to

be tortu red to extort a revela t ion wh i ch he had dec lared he cou ld not make .

H e averred that some treasu re had been cast i n to the lake , bu t l i ke many another
repu ted vast hoard , i t wa s not d i scovered , in sp i te of a carefu l search of the waters

of Lake Tezcoco .

Master of the pr i ze tha t had been won a t the cost of many thousands of

l i ves
,
vast treasu re a nd hero i c deeds , Cortés dec ided to rec lothe the fa l l en c i ty

wi th the d ign i ty of ch i ef p lace in the conquered domi n i ons . The aqueduct

he soon restored and cana l s were fi l l ed and add i t iona l causeways bu i l t . H e wa s
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as able an admi n i stra tor as he was a commander . The I nd i ans he had d is

possessed were a l lowed to set t l e in prescr i bed d i st r i c ts in the new c i ty . W i th an

immense number of Mexi cans whose labor he cou ld u t i l i ze , the C i ty of Mexi co

soon became a so l i d and i mpos i ng p l ace .

N o t l ong after the conquest was completed , new troub l es arose tha t

th reatened the power that Cortés had acqu i red . Velasquez
,
the governor

of C uba had so contr ived tha t the roya l governmen t author i zed both an i nvest i

g a tion of the conqueror
’

s conduct and the tak i ng over of the governmen t of

N ew Spa i n , bu t the offic i a l sen t proved no match for the conqueror and he

returned to C uba . Soon thereafter , C harl es V . conferred on Cortés th
'

e t i t l es

and powers of governor ,
“

capta in-genera l , and ch ief j ust ice of N ew Spa i n . H is

acts confirmed , h is compan ions rewarded , and h is dign i t i es estab l i shed , Cortés

began to exp lore and set t l e th e
'

n ew domi n i on. On the Pac ific he threw ou t

the set t l emen t of Zacatu la , on the At l an t i c , San Estevan , Medel l i n , and An t i gua ,
wh i ch lat ter he proj ec ted a s the pr i nc i pa l port . R egu la t ions were made to e n

cou rage the set t l i ng of the country a nd grea t i nducements were offered to those

who marri ed . I n the appropr iat ion of l ands , Span i ards on ly were recogn i zed ,

the na t ives bei ng held in a cond i t i on of s lavery , save onl y the Tlasca lans , whose

loya l ty wa s rewarded by immun ity from tr i bu te and the ent i re contro l of thei r

lands , besides the enj oyment of other pr iv i leg es and the bestowal of t i t l es of

d i st i nct ion on thei r l eaders . Later , thei r cap i ta l became the seat of the fi rst

b i shopri c , they elected thei r a l ca lde and he became the i r g overnor . Bu t no

honors bestowed on them cou ld repay thei r s e rvice s , _
fo r withou t the i r a id , no

Span iard wou ld have su rvived , no nat ion wou ld have been poss i b l e .

On e of the consequences of the captu re of the C i ty of Mexi co wa s the effort

on the part of the sou thern provi nces of Mexi co border i ng on Guatema la to

conc i l i a te the great conqueror and secure h is goodwi l l . These sen t ambassa

dors l aden wi th g i fts of such va l ue that Cortés .was fi red wi th the ambi t i on to

acqu i re lands on the sou thern s e a , for wh i ch pu rpose he fi t ted ou t an exped i t i on

that soon accompl ished i ts obj ect . Th is was supp l emented by an expedi t i on

sen t i n a id of the peop le of Tehuantepec‘ aga i nst the adj oi n i ng prov i nce of Tutu
tepec . Th is resu l ted i n the i nvas ion of the lat ter prov i nce by A l varado , its
defeat and the set t l ement of Span i ards in the terr i tory ; wh i le he proceeded to

Guatemala and d i scoveri ng its wea l th determ i ned on its conquest when the

opportun i ty occu rred F i t t i ng ou t a strong force , ch i efly of nat ives , A lvarado
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Arr ived in Spa i n , he wen t to the conven t of La Rab ida , where Sandova l ,

one of h is ablest compan ions , d ied
“

. The arr iva l of Cortés created i n tense i n ter

e s t and he wa s accorded the greatest d i st i nct i on by the sovere ign , who conferred

on h im the t i tle of Marqu i s of the Va l l ey of Oaxaca and bestowed on h im large

estates in Oaxaca , in Mexi co C i ty , and el sewhere . H is governorsh i p of N ew

Spa i n was not restored , however , bu t he wa s appo i n ted capta i n genera l of that

dom i n ion and empowered to make d i scover i es and sett lements in the sou thern

ocean . The conqueror now marr i ed a lady of roya l b lood , DoNa J uana de

Zuni ga and in 1 5 3 0 embarked for Mex i co .

I n the c los i ng davs of 1 527 , C ha r l es V . had appo i n ted an aud i encz
'

a

'

to

govern N ew Spa i n , a t th e head of wh i ch was N ufi e z de Gu
'

zman , governor

of the Provi nce of Panuco , a ided by fou r oz
'

dores . Th i s admi n i stra t i on was

vi c ious i n the extreme ; barbar i c cruel ty was exerc i sed toward the nat i ves .

who were capr i c ious ly mu rdered and ens laved ; charges aga i nst Cortés were

encou raged and cons idered wi th foregone determ i nat ion ; the c l ergy was tyran
n ized over and abused for the i r efforts to obta i n j ust i ce and humane treat

men t of the nat ives ; t i l l in 1 529 , Zumarraga , the fi rst b i shop of Mex i co , rel a ted
in a letter to Spa i n the ta l e of the misdo i ngs of the aud i encz

'

a . Guzman ,
dread i ng the exposu re of h is ev i l deeds and hop i ng to avert d isaster to h im

sel f, s e t ou t on December 20 , 1 5 29, on an exped i t i on to conquer the provi nce

of Ja l i sco , or Amazonas , whi ch had been d i scovered by C ortés . Guzman ,

dur i ng h is ru l e of Panuco , harassed and p l undered the nat ive i nhab i tants wi th

u tter d isregard of éve n the semblance of j ust i ce and descended to acts of
the most petty despot i sm . H e even caused the I nd ians to be pu t to death
because they had om i t ted to c l ean the streets in h is path . A t the l east man i
fe s tation of d i scon ten t on the part of the H ua s te ca s , duri ng h is absence from

h is prov i nce as governor of Mexi co , he caused whole towns to be subdued by

force of arms as rebel s , and the i nhab i tan ts to be sold as s laves , s o tha t th i s

monster
’

s cruel ty resu l ted in a lmost the depopu lat i on of ent i re d i str i cts . N ow

that he was en ter i ng on the conquest of Ja liSco he ra i sed funds by se i z i ng and

export i ng a s s l aves the nat ives of h is own provi nce , those who fled in terro
'

r

to the deep forests and mounta i n fastnesses bei ng pu rsued by slave-hun t i ng

part i es to take them .

Th i s i nhuman conqueror l eft a tra i l Of desola t ion beh i nd h im as he marched

through Michoacan and N ueva Ga l i c ia . H e tortured a nd burn t those ch iefs
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who cou ld or wou ld not fu rn ish h im wi th go ld , or even as a token of h is di s

p l easu re ; the ch i ef of the Tarascans of Mi choacan , who had man ifested the

extreme of fri end l iness toward h im , st ri pp i ng h imse lf and h is peopl e of a l l

thei r gold and possess ions , g iv i ng h im free passage th rough h i s country and

fu rn i sh i ng h im wi th hosts of bu rden bearers , was in sp i te of a l l , pu t to da i l y

tortu re and , when th i s ceased to afford d ivers ion , wa s then bu rned . The tyran t

was fi ercely fough t in the terr i tory he i nvaded , bu t the nat ives were defeated

and he fou nded the c i t i es of Guada laj ara and Com po s te lla . D u ri ng th i s cam

pa ig n , C h i r i nos , one of Guzman
’
s officers , i nvaded the Zacatecas , a s o-ca l l ed

C h i ch imec tr i be .

The depredat i ons and ma l adm i n i st ra t ion of the aud i encia d id no t cease

even dur i ng the absence of Guzman , so tha t the C rown , forced by the re pre

s e n ta tio ns of the ecc l es iast i ca l au thori t i es , reso lved to govern Mex i co by a vi ce

roy and appo i n ted An ton io de Mendoza , bu t d i sp laced the o ld aud i encia and

appo i n ted another to govern u nt i l the arr iva l of Mendoza in Mexi co .

The roya l comm iss ion to Co rtes to make di scover ies was henceforth the so l e

mot ive of the conqueror
’

s act iv i ty in Mexi co . H e landed at V illa R i ca in J u ly ,
1 5 3 0 , and , be i ng forb idden to come wi

'

th i n ten mi l es of the capi ta l u n t i l the new

aud i encz
'

a was i nsta l l ed , he took up h is abode a t Tezcoco . H e was never aga i n ,

however , to res ide permanent ly in the cap i ta l , for he found h imsel f in confl i c t

wi th the n ew aud i encz
'

a and wi thdrew to C uernavaca , there to manage and cu l

tiva te h is estates .

I n 1 5 3 2, he d i spa tched an exped i t i on to exp lore the Pac ific coast northward ,

bu t the fleet was lost . The next year he sen t two vesse l s in the same d i rec t ion

one of wh i ch i n 1 5 3 4 touched the Pen i nsu la of Lower Ca l i forn ia , wh i ch was
supposed to be an i s l and . Even such a success ion of d i sasters cou ld not crush
the sp i r i t of Cortés , who , in 1 5 3 5 , l ed an exped i t i on wh i ch estab l i shed a col ony

on the eastern shore near the sou thern extrem i ty of the Pen i nsu la of Ca l i forn ia ,

bu t owi ng to the barrenness of the land i t wa s a fa i l u re , the few su rvi vors mak i ng

the i r way back to Mex i co in 1 5 3 6 . I n 1 5 3 9 , he sen t ou t another exped i t i o n

under Franc i sco de U l l oa who , wi th three sh i ps exp lored the western coast of
the same pén ins ula to abou t the twen t i eth para l l e l of north l at i tude , or certa i n ly
as far as C edros I s land . Bu t h i s adven tu res were i n terrupted by the V i ceroy ,

Mendoza , who had arr ived i n October , 1 5 3 5 , and who c la imed that the righ t of

d i scover i es i n the sou thern ocean wa s vested in h im .
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Aga i n Cortés left Mexi co , in January , 1 540 , to seek redress a t the Cou rt Of

Spa i n , bu t h is efforts were wi thou t success . H e en l i sted to “figh t aga i nst the

Moors at A l g i ers ; then retu rned to Spa i n , where , after m uch d i scou ragemen t

and even , i t is
“

sa id , con tempt , he fina l ly obta ined perm i ss ion from C har les V .

to return to Mexi co . He di ed , however , near Sevi l le , on December 2, 1 547 ,

on h is retu rn j ou rney to the ma gn ificent l and tha t he had conquered a nd added

to the dom i n ions of Spa i n , wi th a l l i ts l im i t l ess resou rces , r i ch i n a ll
'

that count ry

needed to support its tot ter i ng power and for a t ime to restore and even to ih
crease its former -greatness .

PORT MARQUE Z WH ER E CORTES BU I LT H I S FL EET FO R A VOYAG E OF D I SCOV ERY O N TH E PAC I F IC .
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A OYALTY

H E old order had passed . On the ru i ns of the Aztec dom in ion was estab
lis he d a m i l i tary governmen t , a sort of propr ie tary dom i n i on ; to th i s

succeeded a short-l i ved c iv i l governmen t by commiss ioners ; then came the fina l

stage of Mexi co
'

s dependency and provi nc ia l governmen t u nder a V i ceroy . These

success ive governmen ts s aw i n the great domi n i on on ly a fie ld for the exp lo i ta

t i on of r i ches for the i r sovereign
’

s u se and the i r own . The nat ives of the count ry

had been ru th l ess ly despo i l ed of the i r possess ions and to a large degree enslaved

by the Span iards ; they had no r ights save such a s thei r masters m ight a rb i t rar i l y

gran t . Except for the nob le protect ion and ki ndness of La s C asas and the m is
s io narie s , the i r l ot had been hopel ess i ndeed . The fi rst V i ceroy , Don An ton io de
Mendoza , Conde de Tend i l l a , arr i ved in Mexi co on October 1 5 , 1 5 3 5 . As
before sa i d , h is au thor i ty soon c lashed wi th tha t of Cortés . H e wa s a m an of

super i or parts and great prob i ty and earnest ly strove to d i rect the provi nce

of N ew Spa i n in the path of progress a nd stab i l i ty . Among the en l igh tened
measu res of h i s admi n i st rat i on was the i n troduct i on of the pr i n t i ng p

ig
ss , and
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in 1 5 3 7 appeared L a Es ca la de S an j uan Clim aco , a Latin work transl ated by
Fra J uan de Mada lena . The establ i shmen t of a m i n t for the co i nage of si l ver

money was
“

another importan t work , i nasmuch a s the nat ives had become opposed

to the Copper co i n , of wh i ch they had cast some two hundred thousand pesos

in val ue i n to the l ake . The V i ceroy a l so founded a co l lege for I nd ian nob les at
T late lo lco and wi th a sp i r i t of considerat i on for the nat ives he caused the hated

N unez de Guzman , who as pres iden t of the fi rst audi encz
’

a had been gu i l ty of

great crue l ty and greed , to be cast i n to the common j a i l . Under h is di rect io n ,

Coronado led the exped i t i on to the fab led Qu iv i ra in the northeast , the El dorado
of the north , the Seven C ities of

“

C i bo la , so wonderfu l ly descr i bed to De Vaca

by the I nd ians . The town of Guada laj ara wa s founded i n N ew Gal i c i a ; and

Va l ladol id in 1 54 1 ; th i s la t ter , i n 1 828, wa s named Morel ia i n honor of the patr io t

Morelos . D uri ng h is ru l e , the famous Mixton W a r occu rred in the new provi nce

of N ew Gal i c i a and was fina l l y suppressed by Onate a ided by the V i ceroy .

The per iod was m arked by the i n troduct ion of the beni gn measu res knownas

the
“

N ew L aws ,
”
promu lgated by Charl es V. in 1 542, ch i efly at the i nstance

and through the exert ion of the I ndi an-l ov i ng Barto lomé de las C asas . The

i n ten t of these laws was to proh i b i t abso l u te l y fu rther enslavemen t of the nat ives

and , ,
as far as pract i cab le , to g ive freedom to those a l ready S l aves , bu t the i r

enforcement was found to be impract i cab l e .

I n 1 545 , an appa l l i ng ep idem i c Spread among the nat ives , of whom eigh t
hundred thousand were sa id to have per i shed . D ur i ng th i s per i od the V i ceroy
Mendoza un re m ittm g ly ca re d

'

fo r the s i ck and earned the proud and affect ionate

t i t l e of Fa ther of the -poor . The j ust i ce of h is ru l e won the loya l ty of the

nat ives to the crown , and duri ng the i nsu rrect i on of P izarro the emperor con
ferred on the former Tenoch t i t l an the t i t l e of m ay n oble i n s i g n e v Zea l . I n

1 5 5 1 , Mendoza wa s rewarded for h i s e xce l l en t admi n i st rat ion by transfer to

the governmen t of tu rbu l en t Peru .

Don Lu i s de Velasco succeeded i n N ovember , 1 5 5 1,as the second V i ceroy
of N ew Spa i n . H e d i rected ass iduous ly the enforcemen t of the “

N ew Laws
and in th i s succeeded measu rably , earn i ng for h imsel f the t i t l e of the E m an c i

pa to r, as he l i berated from the m i nes one hundred and sixty thousand Mexi cans ,

whose freedom he sa id , wa s more important than a l l the m i nes i n the wor ld ,

and that the revenues der ived therefrom by the crown were not of such a natu re as

to defy the laws of God and man . I n 1 5 5 1 ,
the Un ivers i ty of Mexi co wa s created
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exonerated of a l l b lame . Th is extraordi nary and romant i c affa i r ended , afterapro

t racted trial , i n the restorat i on to the Marqués of h is confiscated property i n 1 5 74 .

D u ri ng the term of the fou rth V i ceroy , Mart i n Enriquez de A lmanza , the
scourge of the Span i sh I nqu i si t i on was estab l i shed in Mexi co under the di rect i on

of Pedro Moya de Contreras , l a ter Archbi shop Of Mexi co and V i ceroy of N ew
Spa i n . N omina l ly , th is i nst i tu t ion was int roduced in by a counc i l con

si st i ng of the aud i en cz
'

a and the heads of the Franc i scan and Dom in i can orders ,
bu t i ts offic ia l establ i shmen t was not made unt i l l a ter . I n 1 5 72, the Jesu i ts

s e ttled
'

in the provi nce and founded the i r fi rst co l l ege i n the C i ty of M ex i co ,

wh ich was devoted to the educat ion of the Span i sh Ameri cans and to the con
version of the nat i ves . . L a Ca ridad de S an H ipolz

'

zfo was another i nst i tu t ion

founded under th i s admi n i st ra t ion ; its purposes were whol ly char i tab l e .

L i t t l e worthy of note occu rred , for str i fe between the audi encz
’

a and the

vi ceroys had become chron Ic, and governmen t was para lyzed , unt i l the ad m in is

tratiOn of the e ighth V i ceroy
,
Lu i s de Velasco , s on of the second V i ceroy , in ' 1 5 90 .

Havi ng res ided for some t ime in N ew Spa i n he was fam i l i ar wi th co nd i t ions
and a s he was very popu lar the progress of the provi nce was marked , pa rticu

la rly in the d i rect ion of manufactu res and the embel l i shment of the cap i ta l .

H is successor , Gaspar de Zur
‘

i ig a y Acevedo , Conde de Monterey , appo i n ted i n

1 595 , con t i nued the terr i tor i a l extension in N ew Mexi co and accompl i shed the

conquest of tha t terr i tory by the expedi t i on under Onate i n 1 599, The doma i n

was further extended i n to Cal i forn i a as the resu l t of exp lorat ions of Sebast ian

Vi zca i no , who discovered the Bay of Monterey and founded the town of that

name . A town of the same name was a l so founded i n N uevo LeOn . The o ld

c i ty of Vera C ruz was removed to its presen t S i te , that fi rst chosen by Co rtés for
V i l la R i ca . Th is V i ceroy did much to a l lay the d i scontent of the n at ives owi ng
to the i r havi ng been gathered in the towns , the better to secu re the exact i on of

tr i bu te from them .

A l ready , ere the c lose of the cen tu ry of conquest , had been sown the seeds

of d i scord between the C reo l es and the Span i ards . The l at ter enj oyed the ch i ef

profi ts and honors of pub l ic office and l i fe . The resu l t of th i s po l i cy was a

growi ng antagon i sm wh i ch , in a l i t t l e more than two centu ri es was to wrest the

country from the fore ig ner and give its benefi ts to the nat ive born .

I n 1 604 , duri ng the ru le of J uan Manuel .H u rtado de Mendoza -y Luna ,
’

M arques de Montesc laros , the cap i ta l su ffered from a terr i b le i nundat i on .
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The second term of Lu i s de Ve lasco the e leventh V i ceroy i s noteworthy
for the construct i on of the grea t H uehuetoca Tunnel to protec t the capi ta l from
i nundat i on by drawi ng the water from Lake Zumpango . Th i s form idabl e

engi neer i ng work wa s p lanned by Enri co Mart i nez , an engi neer of D u tch

b i rth bu t educa ted i n Spa i n , wi th the coOpe ra tion of J uan Sanchez , a J esu i t

mathemat i c i an . The work , however , wa s soon superseded i n favor of the anc i en t

d i ke System , o n the advi ce of Adrian Boot , the famous Du tch engi neer . Du ri ng

th i s admi n i st rat i on the A l ameda was estab l i shed , so ca l l ed because fi rst p lanted

SACR I F IC IAL STONE .

wi th cilam os . A revo l t of the negroes in the d i st ri c t of Vera C ruz occu rred i n
1 609 , and on ly after severe fight i ng in the moun ta i ns wa s i t overcome . The

defeated b lacks then formed a set t l emen t in San Lorenzo .

The twel fth V i ceroy was Fray Garc ia Guerra , Archb i shop of Mexi co . H i s
admi n i stra t ion was cu t short by h is death th rough a fa l l from h i s carr iage .

N oteworthy i s a m i ss i on to Japan undertaken by Sebast ian Vi zca i no , accom

pan ie d by Fray Pedro Bau t i sta , bu t the ambassadors received scan t cou rtesy ,
in Sp i te of the many per i l s they su ffered .

The found i ng of the importan t towns of Lerma and Cordova in 1 6 1 3 and

1 6 1 8 and the extensi on of the aqueduct to San ta I sabe l la were accompl i shed

dur i ng the term of D i ego Fernandez de C ordova , M a rq ues de Guada l cazar .
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H e
[

was succeeded by D i ego C arr i l l o de Mendozay Pimenta l , M arques de Ga lves

and Conde de Priego , a s fou rteen th V i ceroy . H is admi n i stra t ion w as marked by

S i ncere effort to pre

ven t and correct

abuses and di shon

esty among pub l i c

offic ials . A strug
g le began between

church and state .

H e wa s soon at

odds wi th A rch

bi shop JHan Perez

de la Serna , who ex

commun i cated the

v iceroy . The papa l

del egate , however ,

ordered th i s ban removed , bu t theArchbi shop refused , in consequence a decree

of fine and ban i shmen t W as i ssued aga i nst h im . St i l l resi st i ng , the Archb i shop
was forci b l y taken to the coast for ban i shmen t , bu t on h is way having learned

that the aud i encz
'

a had repented and ordered h is retu rn to the Cap i tal on the

ground of i rregu lar i ty i n the proceed i ngs , he took refuge in a chu rch and defied

h is guards to lay hands on h im . F i na l ly ,
the peop le of S an J uan Teot i huacan'

l i berated h im . A ri ot of peri lous pofte nt broke ou t in the cap ita l and notw ith

stand ing that the vi ceroy consen ted to reca l l Serna , the v i cerega l pa lace was

besieged and Se t on .fire , the V i ceroy escapi ng to a conven t . The tr i umph of th i s

headstrong chu rchman wa s complete . On the arr iva l of the .fifte e nth V i ceroy ,

R odrigo Pacheco y Osor io , Marqués de Cerra lvo , the i nqu i s i tor forma l l y rei n

stated Galves and removed his name from the excommun i cat ion tab let and he

entered Mexi co i n tr iumph . H is enemy the Archbi shop wen t to Spa i n wh i ther ,
afte r the i nvest igat i on of h i s government had

'

resu l ted i n honorab l e credi t to h im ,

Galves fo l lowed . I n 1 628, the D u tch adm ira l, Pieter H eyne captured a treas
ure fleet beari ng bu l l i on a nd other va l uab les from N ew Spa i n to the mother

coun try , of a va lue of twelve m i l l i on pesos . A s a resu l t of th i s , a squadron

ca l l ed the Barlovento (W i ndward) was fo rm e d
'

to p rotect the Gu lf of Mexi co

and the W est I nd ies .

PALACE OF I TURBIDE . NOW A FAMOUS O LD HOTE L .
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A noteworthy featu re of the admi n i st ra t ion of the seven teenth V i ceroy
,

the M arques de Vi l l ena and D uque de Esca lona , who wa s of an i l l ustr i ous Portu
g ue s e fam i ly , was h i s remova l from office o n a charge of p lot t i ng aga i nst h i s

k i ng in favor of the Portuguese , who had revo l ted aga i nst Spa i n . The V i ceroy
was la ter exonerated from th i s charge . Esca lona was succeeded as e ighteenth
V i ceroy , by Pa lafox , Bi shop of Pueb la . Though an ab le adm i n i st ra tor , h i s zea l

in the convers ion of the I nd ians to C hri st i an i ty l ed h im to destroy many pri ce

l ess statues and ido l s of the Aztec peri od , the loss of wh ich has proved of ser i ous

consequence to succeed i ng generat i ons . D u ri ng the admi n i st ra t i on of the B i shop

of Yucatan , Marcos de Torres y R ueda , the twen t i eth V i ceroy , a dreadfu l a i de

de fe was ordered , of wh i ch there were o n e hundred and seven vi ct ims .

STATUE O F CHAR L ES I V .

N ew Mexi co wa s co l on i zed a nd the town of A l buquerque founded dur i ng
the term of the twen ty-second V i ceroy , Franc i sco Fernandez de la C ueva ,
Duque de A l buquerque . I n 1 66 5 , duri ng the ru l e of An ton i o Sebast ian de
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Toledo
,
Marqués de Man cera , the great Popocatepet l erupted dur i ng fou r days ,

and two years later a severe earthquake occu rred . I n 1 668, the cathedra l of

the C i ty of Mexi co wa s dedi cated

the second t ime in ce l ebrat i on

of the comp let ion of the i n ter i or ;
its earl i er ded i cat i on hav i ng taken

place in 1 6 5 7 . Under the wise

and b e nefice n t progressive ru l e of

Fray Payo
'

Enr iquez de R i vera ,
Archb ishop of Mex i co , the twenty
seventh V i ceroy , the causeway and

aqueduct of Guada l upe were con

stru cted and the co i nage of g o ld

wa s first undertaken i n N ew

Spa i n .

D u r i ng the admin i strat ion of

the Marqués de la Laguna , the
twenty-e igh th V i ceroy , from 1 680

to 1 686 , Vera C ruz was taken by
surpr i se by a band of s i x hundred

pi ra tes under N ico las Agramonte
who commi t ted great ravages ,

over three hundred persons losi ng

the i r l i ves and s ix thousand bei ng

impri soned i n the chu rch for five days wi thou t food . The twen ty-n i n th V i ceroy ,
Melchor Po rtocarre ro Lazo de la Vega , Conde de Monclova made h is adm i n;
is tra tion memorab le by the construct i on , a t h i s own cost , of the aqueduct of

C hapu l tepec . H e a l so co lon ized Coahu i l a and founded th e town of Monc lova .

H e is cal l ed the m an Wi th the S i l ver arm , because of a s i lver subst i tu te for

an arm he lost in batt le .

The ch ief even t dur i ng the reign of the next V i ceroy, Gaspar de l a C erda

Sandova l S i lva y Mendoza
, Conde de Ga lve , the th i rt i eth V i ceroy , .who ru l ed

from 1 688 to 1 696 , was the extens ion of the doma i n of N ew Spa i n to the east ,

i nc l ud i ng Texas . H e sen t an exped i t i on i n 1 689 ,
under A l on-s o de LeOn , g ov

e rno r of Coahu i l a to d i sl odge the French
,
who were s uppoSed to have founded a

CARV INGS O N TH E C HURCH OF LA SANT I S IMA .
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set t l ement under La Sa l l e , and in 1 690 a mi ss ion wa s establ i shed near the N eches
R i ver , in Texas . I n add i t ion , in 1 691 , exp lorat i ons i n the i n ter i or and on the

coast were made and in 1 693 , a town and fort were estab l i shed a t Pensaco la ,

the former be i ng ca l l ed Santa Maria and the bay was named Santa Maria de

Ga lves , after Bernardo de Ga lves .

I n 1 696 , the th i rty-second V i ceroy , J osé Sarm iento Va l ladares , Conde de

Montezuma y Tu la , whose W i fe , Geron ima Mari a , was a l i nea l descendan t of

the last Aztec ru ler , succeeded to the governmen t of N ew Spa i n . Toward the

c l ose of h is ru le the confl i c t over
,

the Span i sh success i on ari s i ng ou t of the death

of C har l es I I . , in 1 700 , ser iousl y i nvo lved the affa i rs of Mex i co . The treasu re

sh i ps from N ew Spa i n were pri zes eagerl y sough t by the league of powers seeki ng

the overth row of the Bourbons , and in 1 702, the fleet of such sh i ps tha t had

sa i l ed from Vera C ruz wi th t reasu re va l ued at fifty mi l l i on pesos was a ttacked

and destroyed in the Port of V igo ,

in Spa i n , and to avo id the captu re

of the treasu re i t was cast i n to the

s e a . Th i s V i ceroy was removed b e
cause of h i s suspected d i sl oya l ty to

the Bourbons . Du r i ng the ad m in is

tra tion of the th i rty-fou rth V i ceroy ,

Franc i sco Fernandez de la C ueva ,

D uque de A l buquerque and Mar
ques de C uel la r , who assumed a

magn ificence of pomp and ceremony

that even su rpassed the custom of

k i ngs and emperors , a spec ia l tr i bu

na l was created , the acordada , for

the pun i shmen t of robbers and brig

ands and its severe decrees accom

plishe d much good .

Du r i ng the ru l e of the M a rques

de Va lero , D uque de Ar i on ! V i ceroy I DOLS IN T H E NAT IONA L MUSEUM .

from 1 71 6 to 1 722, an aqueduct was

constructed to supp ly Queretaro wi th water . H i s successor , J uan
'

de Acuna ,
Marqués de Casafuerte , effec ted importan t reforms a nd works of grea t pub l i c
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ut i l i ty . Such was the esteem inwh i ch he was held that he is ca l l ed the g reat
governor . D ur ing h is ru le the Gacela de M exico was pub l i shed . Under Pedro

C ebri an y August i n , C onde de
Fue nclara , 1 742 to 1 746 , the colo

n iza tion of the State of T am auli

pas wa s effecte d . A noteworthy
i nc iden t was the arrest of the

I ta l i an , Lorenzo Bo turin i , who

had contr i bu ted va l uab l e da ta to

the h i story of Mexi co , for not o b

ta i n i ng the sanct i on of the C ou nci l

of the I ndi es preparatory to mak

FOUNTA IN IN MEX ICO C I TY. i ng a Co l l ect ion for Provid
'i ng a

cost ly crown for the Lady of
Guada l upe . H is manuscr i p t wa s taken from h im and he was sen t to Spa i n .

I n 1 743 , the Bri t i sh fleet , u nder Adm i ra l Anson , captu red a Span i sh ga l l eon
bound from the Ph i l i pp i nes .

D u ri ng the ru l e of J oaqu i n de Montserrat , M arques de C ru i l l as , the first

regu lar army in Mexi co was estab l i shed . H e a l so i nst i tu ted th e numberi ng

of a l l the houses in the cap i ta l . Dur i ng the term of th i s V iceroy , Spa i n acqu i red
(1 762) from France , by the secret treaty of Fonta i neb leau , the Provi nce of
Lou isi ana on the r igh t b ank '

of the Miss i ss i pp i and the C i ty of N ew Or l eans on

the left bank . The possess ion of th i s prov i nce wa s regarded a s of great import

ance to Mexico as a barr i er between her and the Br i t i sh possess ions . I n 1 763 ,

Spa i n ceded to Great Br i ta i n the terr i tory known a s W est F l or ida .

The noteworthy events of the governmen t of C ar los Franc i sco de C ro ix ,
M arques de C ro ix , whose ru l e extended from 1 766 to 1 771 , were the expu ls ion

of the J esu i ts , among whom was the h i stor ian C lavig e ro , and the confiscat ion

of thei r property , and the extension of the A l am eda to its present a rea .

I n 1 771 , Anton io Bucare l i y U rzua succeeded a s the forty-s ixth V i ceroy
and ruled t i l l 1 779 . Under h is able care the i ndustry and comm erce of N ew

S pa i n great ly developed , and new and important works were estab l i shed . A t
h is persona l cost , he completed the aqueduct of C hapu l tepec wh i ch had been

commenced by the Conde de Monc lova ; the Monte p io was founded , under

the charg e of R omero Terreros , Conde de R egla , who endowed i t wi th th ree



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


60 MEXI CO

ou t severa l explor i ng exped i t i ons , one of wh i ch reached wi th i n the confines of

A laska . So thorough was h i s governmen t that he sought to i nform h imse l f of

every deta i l and i n order to learn of any abuses , he prov ided a l et ter box i n one

of the ha l l s of the pa lace , i n wh i ch the publ i c m igh t deposi t wr i t ten statemen ts

of comp la i n t or sugges t i on . So act ive

had been th i s v i ceroy
’

s admi n i st ra

t ion that the anc i en t c i ty of the

Aztecs had become by the c lose of
the eigh teen th cen tu ry a beau t i fu l
modern c i ty . Yet i n Spi te of a l l h is
l abors , he was removed from office in

1 794 and d i ed under the c loud of

roya l d i sp leasu re . On ly after h is

death was h i s t rue mer i t recogn ized

and honors were showered on h is

descendants .

Miguel de l a Grua Ta lamanca ,

M a rques de Branc i forte , succeeded

i n 1 794 a s the fifty-th i rd V i ceroy .

H e Was a brother-in-law of Manuel
Godoy , Pri nce

“ of Peace , the favor i te

of C har les I V . , and was , consequent ly ,

in much favor wi th the ki ng , who

heaped honors upon h im . H e rec i p
roca te d the roya l favor to the u tmost

of h is power . H e “

caused to be erected

S TATUE 0 p CUAUH T EMO C .

the sp lendid bronze. equestrian statue

of C harles I V . in the Paseo , the work

of the celebrated Mexi can scu l ptor
,
Manuel Tol sa , of wh ich H umboldt sa id that ,

except the statue of Marcus Au re l i us , a t Rome , there was noth i ng of the k i nd
in

,

Eu rope to equa l i t i n b eau ty and puri ty of design . Vi ceroy Branc i forte was

too much of a cou rt i er to admi n i ster h is government i n the i n terest of the peopl e

of Mexi co , bu t he act ively sought to aggrand ize h is own possess ions . H e con
fi s cate d the property of Frenchmen resid i ng i n Mex i co a nd in ‘ Lou i s i ana , and
when he l eft h i s governmen t i n 1 798 he took wi th h im an i mmense treasure .
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Du ri ng h is admi n i st ra t ion that part of F l or ida west of the Perd ido R i ver wa s
ceded to France .

The fifty-fou rth V i ceroy , Miguel J osé de Azanza , ru l ed N ew Spa i n from
1 798 to 1800 wi th ab i l i ty and j ust i ce , bu t the sp i r i t of the revol u t ion was hover

i ng over Mexi co and he had to pu t down a conspi racy to expel the Span i ards or

g achup in es from the prov i nce , wh i ch broke ou t in 1 799 . Th i s consp i racy i s

known
“

as the
“

m achete , from the name given to the sabres used by the con

s pira to rs , who , though i ns ign ificant i n number , represented a rap id ly extend i ng

an tagon i sm of long stand i ng , between the C reol es and the Span iards , wh i ch was

soon to bu rst forth in a n i nconquerab le flame . The noteworthy act of Fe l i x
Berenguer de Marqu i na the fifty-fifth V i ceroy , from 1800 to 1 803 , was h i s effort

to pu t an end to the bu l l-fig h t. On h is forb idd i ng th i s past ime , and bei ng in

formed that the mun i c i pa l governmen t cou ld not meet the defic i ency caused by

the cost of the v i ceroy
’

s recept ion un l ess the profi ts of a bu l l-fig ht were forth

com i ng , the V i ceroy covered the amoun t , seven thousand pesos , ou t of h i s
pr ivate pu rse .

José de I turrig a ray succeeded in 1 803 . I n 1 802, Spa i n and France s igned
the defin i t ive treaty by wh ich the form

'

er ceded Lou i s iana to France , and in
1803 , N apo l eon so ld the Prov i nce to the Un i ted States , notwi thstand i ng the

st i pu lat i ons of the t reaty wi th Spa i n . Spa i n a l l i ed wi th France aga i nst England
and a t the bat t l e of Trafa lgar her fleet and tha t of her a l l y were a lmost tota l ly

destroyed and fears were en terta i ned tha t an attack on Vera C ruz by the Engl i sh
wou ld fol low . I n 1 808, owi ng to the weak conduct of Char l es I V . i n respect

of the designs of N apo leon he was compel l ed to abdi cate in favor of h is s o n

Ferd i nand . Quarrel s and m isunderstand i ngs fina l ly resu l ted i n N apo l eon
’

s

pu tt i ng h i s brother , Joseph Bonapa rte ,

'

on the Span i sh throne , bu t not wi thou t

i n tense and hero i c res i stance from the Span i ards , and on ly to be expel l ed i n

1 81 4 . The news of the su rrender of the Span i sh crown to N apo l eon b i t ter ly

i ncensed the peopl e of N ew Spa i n , and on J u ly 1 9 , 1 808, the mun i c i pa l au thori t i es

of Mexi co C i ty pet i t i oned Vi ceroy I turrig a ray not to recogn i ze any foreign

au thori ty or Span i sh au thor i t i es i f con tro l l ed by foreigners , and asserted that ,

in the absence of a l egi t imate sovereign , the power res ided in the peop l e . Th i s

la tter c l a im was espoused by the C reo les and the V i ceroy , bu t was as strongly

Opposed by the Offic i a l Span i sh party and the heads of the Chu rch and the

I nqu i s i t i on as sed i t i ous and heret i ca l . For th i s l ean i ng toward the nat ive c la im ,
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the V i ceroy became suspected by the Span i sh party and on September 1 5 , 1808,

he was c la-nd e s tine ly sei zed , sent a pri soner to the I s land of San J uan de U l u a

and thence to C ad i z .

Pedro de Gar ibay wa s the next V i ceroy . He was el ected ma i n l y by the
Chaquetas , who were the vo l un teers of Fernando Sépt imo , and who had captured

I turrig a ray a t the v i cerega l pa lace . The Viceroy was merely the too l of th e
Span i sh party i n order i ng the secret execu t i on of the Li cenc iado Verdad

, who ,

as head of. the mun i c i pa l i ty of Mexi co C i ty had proposed a prOvis iona l govern

men t for N ew Spa i n at a junta held on August 9th . Verdad is regarded a s
.

the

first martyr for Mexi can i ndependence .

The Span i sh jun ta a t Aranj uez , wh i ch wa s then recogn ized in Mexi co ,
appoi nted the Archb i shop of Mexi co , Franc i sco X ‘

avi er L i zana y ‘

Beaumont

V i ceroy . H e wa s succeeded
,
by Franc i sco X avier Venegas , the fifty-n i n th v i ce

roy , who was appo i n ted by the Span i sh regency . H i s ru le was not effect ive ,
the sp i r i t of i ndependence wa s strengthen i ng ; nor d id the decree issued i n Spa i n

in 1809 , recogn iz i ng theW est I nd ian possess ions as an in te g ra l part of the mon

archy , ava i l to check the nascen t nat iona l movement , part i cu lar ly a s the C reo l es

were di scr im i nated aga i nst in the matter of represen tat i on i n the cortes .

O LD CARV ING O F T H E T IME O F COR‘TES .
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T was not un t i l the vari ous co lon i es to the north of them had ach ieved the i r

i ndependence , and had come to be known as a n ew nat ion , the Un i ted States

of Amer i ca , tha t the Mexi cans began to i ndu lge the sp i r i t of patr iot i sm a nd the

desi re for i ndependence Wh i ch are i mp lan ted by natu re in every human breast .

O ther patr i ots had S ucceeded in estab l i sh i ng the i r r igh ts to freedom and its

privi leges , why not they ?,
A s the years wen t on , th i s rest less desi re for l i berty grew among the patr i ots

of Mexi co . The fru i ts , the wea l th , the prod iga l bounty of
'

the count ry were

the i rs
,
they fe l t

,
by i nher i tance ; why shou ld they go to enri ch the coffers of a

foreign country wh i l e they were
“

kept here in poverty and Oppress i on ? I n 1 798,

the Span i sh V i ceroy began to d i scover. s igns of the u pri s i ng tha t broke ou t wi th
such force a few years l a ter , u nder the nob l e H ida lgo . Even then the Mex i cans

65
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had dec ided in the i r secret hearts th a t Mexi co shou ld no longer be New Spa i n
ei ther i n name or i n fact . She shou ld be free . She shou ld govern her own coun

try and worsh i p in her own chu rch . She shou ld come i n to her own K i ngdom of
L ib erty .

I t wa s a b loody struggl e and on e that was severa l t imes repeated ere

the v i ctory was ga i ned and Mexi co became firm ly estab l i shed as one of the

repub fics of the World .

.H i da lgo and his patr io ts made a nob le fi gh t , bu t i n terna l d i ssensions and

foreign i nvasions fo l l owed ;
"

the va l uabl e m i nes , sacked for cen tu ri es by other

ru lers
,
had to be abandoned , and the t i l l ab l e l ands were l eft un touched . The

patr iots were fight in g i n the cause of honor and t ry i ng to wrest the crown of

l i berty from thei r oppressors , wh i le starvat ion stared them i n the face . I t

is a lways s o in a desperate revo l u t i on . L i berty is to be won on ly by the. sacr i
fice of m any

‘

hum an l i ves .

And s o the Old eF'

pa trio ts fought , bled , and d ied for the i r country ! whi le

thei r p l aces were taken by younger m e n who cont i nued the ba tt le for progress

and freedom , and on ly the I nd i ans of the moun ta i n fastnesses were left free

from care or ambi t ions .

Mexi co
’

s h i story has been s i ngu lar ly cu rsed by the greed of gold and l ust

of power on the part of foreign potentates . H er i nexhaust i b l e t reasures have
,

in past ages , been to her; in
‘

a sense , a cu rse rather than a b l ess i ng ; s i nce i t wa s
on ly the greed of go ld wh i ch brough t the cruel , gr i nd i ng oppressor, who for

centur i es kept he r
'

und e r the i ron hee l of the conquerors . W h ile
‘

M ex ico wa i ted ,

many a less favored sett l ement rose to the d i st i nct ion of a nat ion , and sma l ler

co lon ies rose to proud promi nence .

But
'

M e x ico was oppressed and despo i l ed in va i n . S lowly , perhaps,her

courage rose to the po i n t of res i stance , bu t when the day of struggl e came her

Spi r i t was i ndomi tab le . Beaten repeated ly , th rust down from temporary

acqu i s i t i ons more than once , she knew not the mean i ng of the word defeat .

Aga in and ag a i n s h e rose fresh from di scouragemen t ; and wi th a pers i stence

that was a lmost d ivi ne , and a courage tha t comes on ly from the God of L i berty ,
cri ed , und i smayed ,

“

Mexi co Sha l l be free ! Mexi co sha l l take her place among
the i ndependen t nat i ons of the earth !

I n 1809 , an i ndependen t plo t had been born i n Va l ladol i d , in Michoacan ,
and i n the next year the revo l u t ion i sts d i rected thei r p lans from the town of
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A t C elaya , the troops guard i ng the town abandoned i t and H i da lgo entered o n
S eptembe r 21 s t, after threaten i ng wi th death the Span i sh pr i soners i f the p lace

was not su rrendered . The patr iot army now numbered fifty thousand , and i t

proc l a imed H i da lgo capta i n-genera l of Amer i ca , and A l l ende l i eu tenan t-genera l .
On to GuanajL

’

I ato , wi th momentar i l y I ncre a s I ng force, the patr iots moved .

Th i s important c i ty con ta i ned cons iderab l e treasu re , bu t through fear
'

of the

peop le the intendente hesi ta ted to defend i t and ret i red to the A l h-o nd ig a de
Granadi tas

,
or granary , wi th h is so ld iers , where he was attacked by the patr iots

on September 28th and ki l l ed . The treasu re sei zed amoun ted i n va l ue to th ree

JOSE MAR IA MORELOS.

mi l l i on pesos , and the c i ty , as wa s

the case at C e laya , was p i l l aged ,

though H i da lgo e xerted h imsel f to
the u tmost to preven t su ch excess .

Vi ceroy .Venegas now recog

n ized the form idab l e character of
the revo l u t ion and took energet i c

steps to que l l i t . Vol unteer troops

were en l i sted . A pr i ce of te n thou
sand pesos Was put on the head of

each of the l eaders of the revo lu

t i on ; H ida l go and h is fo l lowers

were excommun i cated , _
and the

I nqu i s i t i on c i ted the pa tr iot pr i est

to answer charges of heresy and

apostasy . Val lado l id (Morel i a)
was occupi ed , wi thou t res i stan ce,

by the patrio ts f who emanci pated

s laves and abo l i shed tr i bu te pay

ment . W i th h is funds great ly

i ncreased in th i s town , H i da lgo
prepared to march on the cap i ta l

wi th an army , or perhaps more

tru ly a rabb l e, of eigh ty thousand

men . A t th i s t ime he was proc la i med genera l i ss imo wi th A l lende a s capta i n
genera l and A ldama, Ba lle rza ,

J imenez and Joaqu i n A ria s , l i eu tenan t-genera l s .



TH E BA TTLE FOR INDEPENDENCE 69

Genera l Torcuato Truj i l l o was sen t wi th three thousand m e n to oppose

H i da lgo’s way to the cap i ta l and the arm ies met a t La s C ruces , abou t twenty
mi les from the capi ta l , on October

3 0 , 1 81 0 . The confl i c t was bi t ter ,

the grea ter number of the pat r i ots

be i ng more than offset by the

superior equ i pmen t and d i sc i p l i ne

of the roya l i sts , who were equ i p

ped wi th art i l l ery . I n the cap i

ta l , the V i ceroy , a larmed at the
strength of the revo l u t i on i sts ,

con templa ted the remova l of the

governmen t to Vera C ruz , bu t T H E PR I SON I N WH ICH H IDALGO WAS CONF INED
AT CH I H UAH UA .

fina l ly dec ided to rema i n and

defend i t . H e secu red the image of the Vi rg i n de lo s R emed ios from Toto l tepec
and ensh r i ned i t i n the ca thedra l of the cap i ta l and wi th much ceremony ha i l ed

i t a s
“

l ady capta i n-genera l of the army . A s a coun teract i on to tha t of H i da lgo ,
he adopted a sacred banner beari ng the image of N ues tra S enora de los R em ed ios .

Vigorous steps were taken by the V i ceroy to meet the per i l ous s i tuat i on and
defend the cap ita l .

Meant ime , H i da lgo on h is retrea t to Queretaro encoun tered Ca l l ej a a t

Acu l co , where he was pu t to rou t o n N ovember 7th , and fe l l back to Va l lado l id .

On N ovember 26 th , he en tered Guada laj ara to j o i n the revo l u t i onary force u nder

Torres , who had defea ted the roya l i sts a t Zacoa l co . I n Guada laj ara a govern

men t was estab l i shed wi th I gnac i o LOpe Z R ayOn and J osé Mari a C h i co a s ch i ef

m i n i sters . H ere , a s i n the Provi nce of GuanajI
’

I a to , H i da lgo decreed the e m anc i

pation of s l aves and abo l i shed the tr i bu te . A t GuanajI
’

I a to , wh i ther A l l ende had
ret i red after the bat t le of La s C ru ces , the roya l i s t a rmy , u nder C a l l ej a and F l on ,
a t tacked the patri ots o n N ovember 25 th and forced them to retrea t . Before

the roya l i st genera l s en tered the town the peop le forced an entrance i n to the

A lhond i g a and massacred one hundred and th i rty-e ight Span i sh pr i soners confined

there , an act tha t C a l l ej a terr i b ly avenged soon by the prom iscuous sl aughter

of i nhabi tan ts fo l lowed by the execu t i on of forty-one prom i nen t res idents .

The V i ceroy now pu t Genera l José de la C ruz ,who had j ust arr ived from Spa i n ,
a t the head of the roya l forces. After captu ri ng Va l lado l id , de la C ruz marched
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aga i nst H i da lgo at Guada laj ara , bu t Was i n tercepted by Co lone l R uperto Mier
abou t twelve mi les from Zamora and defeated. h im , bu t the delay prevented

h im from jo i n i ng C a l l ej a i n t ime to partic ipate
'

ag a in s t H i da lgo a t the Bridge
of Ca lderon , on January 1 7 , 1 81 1 , where the patr i ot forces , under A l l ende , who
had made h i s way to Zacatecas and thence to Guada laj ara after h is defeat at
GuanajI

’

I ato , j o i ned H i da lgo ’s ha lf-c l ad , i l l-di sc i p l i ned force of
“

e ighty thousand

m e n . The i nfan try were a rm e d NVith the s l i ng and the bow and there were less

than a hundred can non , many of wh i ch were of wood bound wi th hoops of i ron ,

wh i le on ly a few of the cava l ry ha d sabres . Th i s poor army , r i ch on ly.infa i th

and patr iot i sm , took up a strong pos i t i on at the Bridge of Ca lderon and awa i ted

the at tack of the roya l i st forces under Ca l l ej a and F l on , number i ng S IX thou
sand wel l-di sc i p l i ned i nfantry and cava lry , wi th te n p i eces of art i l l ery . The

b att le ended in the u tter defeat of the patr io ts wi th immense loss .

The patr iot force d i spersed , the Provi nce of N ew Gal i c i a must be pac ified .

Hi da lgo wa s now fOrce-d to res ign h is office of genera l i ss imo in favor of A l l ende
wh ose mi l i tary qua l i t i es were regarded by the leaders as superior to those of

H i da lgo . A l l ende wen t to the a id Of J imenez a t Sa l t i l l o , who had secu red some
sl i gh t V i ctor i es over the roya l ists , bu t fl i gh t seemed the best cou rse for the
leaders and the i r cause and they wen t north i n the hope

“

of reach i ng the Un i ted

States both for safety and a id . After many dramat i c V i ctor ies and some d is
appo i n tments , the strength of the Mexi cans seemed to grow , when the Father
of h is C ountry

’

s I ndependence , H i da lgo , -was betrayed to the enemy by a Span
ia rd ,

Mariano Ga lvan , and the four patr i ots , H i da lgo , A l l ende , A ld ama and
J imenez were captu red and execu ted as an '

exa m ple and warn i ng to a ll who

chose to revo l t aga i nst the C rown of Spa i n . H i da lgo wa s k i l l ed J u ly 21 5 t.

Th i rty other l eaders were execu ted short ly after , i nc l ud i ng Mariano H i da lgo ,
the cu ra

’

s brother , and C h i co , the m i n i ster of j ust i ce of the revo l u t ionary

government . The greatest i nd ign i ty was added to the execu t ion in the case

of H ida lgo , A l l ende , A ldama and J imene z , whose heads were cu t off and sen t to
GuanajI

’

I ato where they were p laced i n i ron cages wi th i n the a lhona
’
i g a , where they

remai ned unt i l 1821 , when they were removed and wi th great pomp and honor

bu r i ed wi th the bodi es of the patr i ots in the chapel of Los R eyes beneath the a l tar

of the ki ngs in the cathedra l of Mexi co . The bru ta l act may have j ust ified i tself

to the advi sers of d iv i ne r igh t” maj esty , as a warn i ng aga i nst the assumpt ion
by the peop l e tha t they possessed any rights ; bu t human i ty abho

'

rs the deed .
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I f wi th the destruc t ion of the grea t leaders and the scatter i ng of the arm ies

they had led to fina l d i saster , the roya l i sts be l i eved the i ndependence of Mexi co

had been made imposs i b le , the

str i k i ng events that fo l l owed dur

i ng the next year must have been

pa infully
\

d is he a rte n ing . I gnac i o

LOpeZ R ayOn , who had been a

member of the revo l u t i onary gov

e rnm e n t a nd was la ter named

capta i n-genera l of the revo l u t i on

ary forces was not to be subdued

by the fate of h i s co l l eagues .

N ei ther was the sp i r i t of the peo

p l e crushed ; the flame of revo

lution cou ld not be quenched ;

desu l tory war cont i nued . R ayOn ,

after defeat i ng the roya l is ts ,Ochoa

and Zambrano , and meet i ng de
fea t and s uccess i n tu rn , un s uc

ce s s fully at tacked Va l lado l id o n

August 1 9 , 1 81 1 , and set up a
nat iona l junta at Z i tacuaro i n
Mi choacan , the members of wh ich ,

besides h imse lf , were L i ceaga and
the pr i est Verduzco . Another I TURB IDE .
l eader arose who a lso was to s ac

rifice h i s l i fe for the cause of i ndependence , after str i k i ng terror i n the hearts of

the gachup i nes and carry i ng the nat iona l cause to the very th resho ld of success .

Jo séMaria More los wa s born o n the last day of September , 1 765 , on a ranch near

Apatz i ngan , in Michoacan . H is fa ther , Manue l Morelos , was a carpenter and

h i s mother , J uana PavOn , was the daughter of a schoo lmaster at Va l lado l id .

H is ear ly l i fe wa s a struggl e , bu t at twen ty-five he en tered the co l l ege of San

N i co las as a si zar and stud ied ph i losophy under H i da lgo . H i s cou rse completed
he was consecrated a pri est , thus rea l i z i ng a long cheri shed ambi t i on . H e
served as ca m for many years and was in office a t Caracuaro when the revo l u t ion
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began i n Do lores . The fo l lowi ng month he offered h is servi ces to H i da lgo

wh i ch
,
bei ng accepted , he wa s commissi oned to a ttempt to take the POrt of

Acapu lco .

Th i s grea t leader commenced h i s march from the scene of h is paroch ia l

l abors wi th j ust twenty-five fo l lowers . Prevented by si ckness from act ive

operat i ons for some t ime , the Ga leanas successfu l ly held back the roya l i st

army . Upon h i s recovery , Morelos resumed h is l eadersh i p and took possess i on

of Ch i l panc i ngo . H ere he wa s j o i ned by the th ree brothers Bravo and the
s on o f one of these , N i co las , whose names are famous i n the wi nn i ng of

i ndependence . After act ive campa ign i ng , Morelos rou ted Fuentes the roya l i st
commander at T ixt la an d took possessi on of the c i ty on August 1 7 , 1 81 1 , fo l

low ing
'

th is by the occu pat i on of C h i l apa , where he execu ted the officer Gago ,

who had dece ived h im a s to the su rrender of the fort at Acapu l co .

I n order to destroy the anc i en t revo l u t ionary government at Z i tacuaro ,
Viceroy Venegas sen t i Ge ne ra l Ca l l ej a to se i ze the town , wh i ch wa s h eld by

R ayOn . Th i s he accomp l i shed on January 2, 1 81 2 , and gave the place to p i l l age

and dest ruc t ion and a l l the bu i ld i ngs save the chu rches and convents were razed .

W h i l e R ayOn thus suffered defeat , Morelos had tr i umphed over the roya l i sts

a nd by the c lose of January , had strongly fort ified h imself
“

at C uau tla de Ami l pas ,
where he was attacked on February 1 s th , by the a l l i ed forces of Ca l l ej a , L l ano ,
a nd Po rlie r and afte r a hero i ca l ly defended si ege was compel l ed to abandon the

p lace on May 2d ; not , however , t i l l he was abso l u tely starved ou t ; s o complete ly

had the place been i nvested that nei ther ent rance nor ex i t was poss i b l e . I n

honor. of th i s defence the c i ty la te r rece ived the added name of Morelos . N o

l ess hero i c wa s the servi ce rendered by the Ga leanas , the Bravos and Mata

moros . A str i k i ng i nstance of the pat r iot i sm of the revo l u t i on i sts i s fu rn i shed
in connect ion wi th the defence of Cuau t l a . Leonardo Bravo havi ng been
taken pri soner , the V i ceroy offered to spare h is l i fe on cond i t i on that h i s s on
N i co las shou ld abj u re the cause of the revol u t ion . Both father and s on rej ected

the offer as an i nfamy and Leonardo was execu ted . The conduct of the patr i ot i c

s on fu rther fu rn i shes a nob le exampl e of h igh-minded generos i ty . Though

Morelos au thor i zed N i co las to pu t to death th ree hundred Span i sh pri soners

whom he had taken , he refused to fo l low the base examp le of the V i ceroy , bu t
i nstead set h i s pr i soners free . Th i s ac t of ch iva l ry ha s been emba lmed in the

pages of Mexican h is to rv and i s ca l l ed a veng a nza i n s urg en t/e .
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R ecoveri ng from h i s defea t a t C uau t la , Morelos worsted the roya l i sts a t

O r i zaba in October of the same year and o n the 24th of N ovember he defeated

Genera l Saravia a t Oaxaca and took

possess i on of the c i ty after a bri l

l i an t engagemen t of tw o hou rs . As
More los advanced upon the c i ty , the

bi shop preached a H o ly W a r aga i nst

h im a nd ra i sed a force of two thou

sand m e n to oppose h im . bu t the

res i stance wa s qu i te feeb l e . Morelos

paro led the roya l i st officers taken i n

the c i ty , except Genera l R egu les and

one or two others , who were execu ted

o n the spot where two years earl i er

two sp i es sen t by H i da lgo had been
pu t to death . The bod i es of these

men , as we ll as those of two deacons

who had been beheaded as pa tr i ots i n

181 1 , were now exhumed a nd buri ed

wi th m i l i ta ry honors .

The captu re of Oaxaca wa s a

ser ious b low to the prest ige of the

roya l i sts . Th i s grea t V i c tory wa s

soon fo l lowed by the supersess i on of

Vi ceroy Venegas , who was succeeded

T H E L I BERTY BE L L . OV E R T H E MA IN ENTRANCE
O F T H E NAT IONAL PALAC E .

by Genera l Fel i x Mar ia Ca l l ej a del R ey,
the S i xt i eth V i ceroy in success i on . A

mun i c i pa l governmen t was estab l i shed i n the c i ty
,
wi th Manuel N i co las Busta

mante as pres iden t , and a garr i son was estab l i shed . After secu ri ng Oaxaca ,
Morelos moved toward Acapu l co , wh i ch he captu red on August 1 9th .

Morelos rea l i zed the necess i ty of establ i sh i ng un ion and coOpe ratiV e effort

between the revo l u t i on i sts , and wi th th i s in V i ew he caused a congress of e l ected
delegates to meet: The congress assembled at Ch i l panc i ngo on September 1 4 ,

1 81 3 , the members be i ng elected in the case of the prov i nces in wh i ch the patr i ots

were i n power a nd appo i n ted by Morelos for those he ld by the roya l i sts . Ei gh t
members were presen t represent i ng N ew Ga l i c i a

,
Michoacan , Gua najfia to ,
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Oaxaca , Tecpan , Mexi co , Puebla and Vera C ruz . Th is congress , styled the

congress Of Anahuac , i ssued a decl arat i on o f ind e pe nd e nce , _
the terms of wh i ch

asserted the
'

ab s o lute sovereignty of the peopl e of Mexi co and unrestr i c ted

i ndependence of
,
Spa i n . I t read a s fo l l ows :

.The congress of Anahuac , ih
sta l l ed l egi t imate ly in the C i ty of C h i l panc i ngo i n N orth Ameri ca ‘

by its prov

ince s , declares solemn ly in the presence of the Lord God , arb i ter of powers and

author of soc i ety , who gives and takes away accordi ng to the i nscru tab le designs

of
'

h is Providence,that , owi ng to the presen t cond i t i ons in Eu rope , i t has re

covered the exerc i se of its usu rped sovere ign ty ; that accord i ngly its dependence

upon the Span i sh throne rema i ns forever broken and d i sso lved ; that i t i s com

peten t to estab l i sh the laws wh i ch p l ease i t , for the best governmen t and i n ter i or

fe l i c i ty ; to make war and peace and estab l i sh a l l i ance wi th the m onarchs and

repub l i cs of the o ld cont i nen t , no l ess than to make concordats wi th the Supreme

R oman Pont i ff for the d i rect ion of the Catho l i c , Aposto l i c , and Roman C hurch ,

and Send am b as s ad o rs and consu l s ; that i t professes and recogn izes no other

rel i g ion than the C atho l i c and wi l l ne i ther pe rm i t nor to l era te the pub l i c or

secret pract i ce of any other ; that i t wi l l protect i t wi th a l l i ts power , and wi l l

watch ove r the pu ri ty of the fa i th and i
'

ts dogmas and the preservat ion of the

regu lar bodi es . I t dec lares as gu i l ty of h igh treason any one who wi l l oppose

d i rect ly o r i nd i rect ly its i ndependence , or protect i ng the Eu ropean oppressors
by work , word, or wri t i ng , negl ect i ng to contr i bu te to the expenses , subsid i es

and pensi ons to cont i nue the war , u nt i l its i ndependence be recogn ized by the

forei gn nat ions ; the cong ress reservi ng for i tse l f the r i gh t to presen t to them ,

by means of a mi n i ster i a l note , whi ch wi l l c i rcu l ate in a l l the cabi nets , the man i

festo of its compla i n ts and the j ust i ce of th i s revo l u t ion , recogn ized a l ready by

Europe i tsel f .
Fo l lowi ng the dec larat ion of i ndependence , Morelos p lanned the capture

of Val l adol id and appeared before the c i ty on December 22, 181 3 , supported

by a large army led by h is brave l i eu tenan ts Matamoros , N ico las Bravo and

Galeana . The captu re wa s frustrated , Vi ceroy Ca l l ej a had prompt ly sen t the

army of the north under L l ano and I tu rb ide with a body of nearl y fou r hun
dred horsemen . Th i s was fol l owed on January s th , by a complete rou t and

the brave Matamoros bei ng captu red , he wa s shot at Va l lado l id on
“

February 3 d .

Such was the fate of the bravest of Mexi cans fight i ng for nat iona l l i berty aga i nst

a government whose on ly c la im was tha t of an offic ia l l ega l i ty decreed by an
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near the cap i ta l , on the j udgmen t of both the m i l i ta ry tr i buna l and the I nqu i
s ition . H e had been a no l ess ab l e than b rave leader . Du r i ng the most d i fficu l t

per iod of the revol u t ion he had ma i n ta i ned h is forces i n face of grea t d ifficu l t i es ;

he had crysta l l i zed the movement for i ndependence i n to a sort of represen tat ive

governmen t , however loca l i zed in its powers ; and had secu red the I ssue of a forma l

dec larat ion of i ndependence ; above a l l he had kept a l i ve and given consi stency
,

to the struggl e . Time ha s

bu t strengthened the c la i m

Of Morelos to the affect i on

of the Mexi can peop le .

A momentary d i scord
among the revo l u t i onary

l eaders man ifested i tse l f

on the death of More los

and some defect ions to the

roya l i st cause occu rred .

Through the i nfluence of

Manuel de Mier y Teran a

proVis iona l execu t ive com

m itte e wa s subst i tu ted for

the Congress whose pro te c

t ion on its migra t i on to
‘

Tehuacan had cost the l i fe

of More los . A t the mo
men t when the roya l i s t

arms were s o near ly tr i

um pha n t over the oppos

i ng forces , Vi ceroy C a l l ej a

was reca l l ed to Spa i n
,

where he received marked
honor and was crea ted

Conde de C a lderon . I n con trast to these honors i n Spa i n
,
he wa s dubbed by

the Mexi cans the wi ld beast , as a fi t t i ng recogn i t i on of h is ru th less sever i ty .

On September 1 9 , 181 6 , J uan R u iz de Apodaca succeeded to the V i ce;
roya l ty , the s ixty-firs t in success ion . H e was an ab le adm in i s tra tor and had

O N E OF T H E LA RG E CYPRESS TREES I N T H E GROVE OF
C HA PULTE PEC .
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been capta i n-genera l of C uba . I n the same year the J esu i ts retu rned to

Mexi co
,
a genera l des i re be i ng man ifested therefor , in V i ew of thei r i nfluence

a s teachers and m i ss ionar i es .

On Apr i l 1 5 , 181 7 , Franc i sco
J avi er Mina , a nat i ve of N avarre ,

reached Mex i co . H e had aban
d oned h i s stud i es a t the Un iver

s ity of Saragossa to part i c i pa te i n

the res i stance of h is countrymen

aga i nst the i nvasi on of N apo l eon

in 1 808, and became famous for

the guerr i l l a warfare he ma i n ta i ned

aga i nst the foreigners . H e j o i ned
the l i bera l s in resi stance to the

measu res of Ferd i nand in 181 4 , on

h is restorat i on . Bei ng forced to

flee from Spa i n he reso lved to go

to the a id of t h e Mexi can patr i ots

and sa i led from L i verpoo l i n May ,

181 6 , on a sh i p provided by the

con tr i bu t i ons of a few Engl i shmen ,

to the Un i ted States where he

en l i sted vo l un teers at Ba l t imore

and Ga lveston and rece iv i ng a t H I DALGO ON HORSEBAC K ,
t he la t ter p lace re i nforcemen ts he

reached wi th seven vesse l s the R i ver San tander on Apri l 1 5 th , and a few days

la ter arr ived a t Soto la Mari na , where he erec ted and garr i soned a fort , wh i ch

he left in command of Maj or Sarda , wh i l e he advanced i n to the i n ter i or .

Mina soon found h imse l f engaged wi th the roya l i st forces and , after defeat i ng

them in mi nor engagemen ts , he captu red and sacked Pi nos and j o i ned the pa tri ot

forces at Fort Sombrero in Guanajuato u nder Moreno . Moreno was k i l l ed

as he tr i ed to escape , and Mina was shot by L iI
'

I a n
’

s order on N ovember 1 1 ,

181 7 , on a h i l l in front of the fort he had va i n ly t r i ed to rel i eve , wh i ch strongho ld ,

held by Father Torres , qu i ck ly fe l l i n to the hands of ' the roya l i s ts and i ts de

fender was shot soon after . The fort a t Soto la Mari na estab l i shed by Mina
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had a l ready been taken . Aga i n had a grea t l eader pa id wi th h i s l i fe for the
cause of l i berty .

The brave N i co las Bravo suffered defea t o n December l s t, at COpo ro and

o n the 22d he was captu red , wi th I gnac i o R ayOn and Verduzco , members of the

first jun ta estab l ished at Z i tacuaro . The vi ceroy spared thei r l ives and they

were released in 1 820 .

The gap caused by N i co las Bravo
’

s captu re wa s fi l l ed by Vi cen te Guerrero ,

who had safel y conducted the congress to Tehuacan o n N ovember 1 6 , 1 81 6 ,

after the captu re of Morelos at T e s m a laca , Bu t the t ide of defeat cou ld not

be tu rned . The junta at Jaujilla wa s broken up and i ts members taken pr i s

oners or shot . Many of the lead ing revo l u t ion i sts , deemi ng the struggl e fu t i le ,
subm i tted to the V i ceroy and were pardoned . The less severe po l i cy he adopted

seemed of more serv i ce to h i s k i ng than was the sever i ty of h i s predecessor .

Manuel Felix Fernandez , sel f-named Guada l upe Vi ctor ia , refused , however , to

forego the terrors of a patr iot , at the pr i ce of subm iss i on .

The fru i t of Mexi can d i saffect ion wh i ch had s e t a t the t ime of Ferd i nand’s
repudiat ion , i n 1 81 4 , of the const i tu t ion of 1 81 2 , wa s r i pened by a revo l u t ion i n

Spa i n
,
resu l t i ng from h is despot i c ru l e . The cortes enacted the c los i ng of the

convents , the abo l i t i on of the I nqu i si t i on , the freedom of the press , and the

ri gh t of popu lar meet i ngs and of form i ng po l i t i ca l organ izat i ons . The const i

tution of 1 81 2 wa s restored . I t wa s favorab ly regarded in Mexi co by the

C reo l es ; bu t the t imes had changed and the offic i a l Span i sh party rea l i zed tha t

they cou ld not reta i n the i r i nfluence i n the provi nce under the new cond i t i ons ;

hence they chose to favor i ndependence as offer i ng a better means of reta i n i ng

the contro l of pub l i c affa i rs . Such at least , wou ld seem to be the mot ive of

the w ife fa ce ; at any rate a consp i racy was formed , the pretex t bei ng pu t for

ward
,
ih some quarters , that as Ferd i nand had accepted the n ew const i tu t ion

under compu l s ion , he shou ld be tendered a refuge in the N ew W or ld .

The m an of the hou r was August i n de I tu rb ide . H e was one of the most
form idab l e of the roya l ist leaders and had pun i shed the patriots wi thou t Show of
mercy . H e , whose sword had been so act ive in destroy ing the independence army ,

was the hero se lected by the consp irators to effect the independence of Mexi co .

H e was born at Va l lado l id on September 27 , 1 783 . H is father was a Span i ard

and h i s mother a Mexi can ; hence , though ca l l ed a C reo le , he was ih tru th a

M es tiro . H i s persona l i tywa s remarkab ly preposs ess i ng and hi s bravery un l im ited .
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H i s fi rst step in the n ew movement for Mexi can i ndependence wa s to obta i n com
mand of the roya l i st army of the sou th , in order to conquer Vi cen te Guerrero

and pac i fy the whol e k i ngdom , as he h imsel f sa id . N o t succeed i ng aga i nst

th i s doughty patr i ot he made known h i s pl an to h im , and rece ived Guerrero
’

s

promi se of support . Accord i ngly , he announced the famous
“

Plan de I gua la ,

or the plan of
“

The Three Guaran tees , o n February 24 , 1 821 . The basi s of

th i s cla im wa s the exc l usi ve establ i shmen t of the R oman C atho l i c rel i gi on :

the abso l u te i ndependence of Mexi co , wi th a const i tu t i ona l monarchy under

the rule

'

o f Ferdi nand ; the un ion and equa l i ty of Mex icans and Span ia rds .

These three guarantees are embl em i zed i n the na t iona l co lors of Mex i co

g ree n represent i ng the un ion of Mexi cans and Span iards ; white , rel i gi ous pu ri ty ;

rea
’

, i ndependence . Provi s i on Wa s made for the government by a junta , pend i ng

the meet i ng of the corte s , and a l so in case the emperor d id not come to Mexi co .

N o d isqua l ifica t i on for pub l i c office was perm i t ted by reason of race or co lor .

An army was to be crea ted , to be ca l l ed the Army of the Three Guarantees .

The army a t I gua la w a s sworn to support I tu rb ide
’

s p lan , and the vi ceroy wa s

i nformed of i ts deta i l s a nd of the proposed membersh i p of the junta , a t the same

t i me he wa s offered i ts presiden cy . Apodaca no t on ly refu sed to enterta i n the
p lan bu t took measu res to oppose i ts execu t ion ; in consequence he was removed

from office on J u ly s th , a nd i n h i s stead Genera l Pedro N ovel l a wa s provi si ona l ly

appoi n ted and ru led t i l l J u l y 3 0 , 1821 , when Genera l J uan O
’

DonojI
’

I arr ived

at Vera C ruz as the regu la r successor— the last of the v i ceroys .

I tu rb ide
’

s p la n made many fri ends for the cause of i ndependence and

among i ts supporters were Anastasi o Bustamante , San ta Anna and Pedro
C e lest i no N egrete . I tu rb ide he ld GuanajI

’

I a to , Va l lado l id , Quereta ro , and other

p laces . The new v i ceroy find i ng tha t he cou ld not reach the cap i ta l arranged

a conference wi th I tu rb ide a t COrd o b a . wh i ch took p lace on August 24th , and

the V i ceroy agreed to the Plan de I gua la , subj ect to h i s be i ng appo i n ted one

of the provi si ona l ru l ers of Mexi co unt i l the monarch cou ld be sel ec ted The

agreemen t embodi ed i n th i s p lan i s known a s the Treaty of COrd o b a .

The way to i ndependence wa s now c l ear . I tu rb ide , after rej o i n i ng h i s army ,

marched o n the cap i ta l , wh i ch wa s evacua ted by the roya l i st forces o n the

order of Vi ceroy O
’

Do noju a nd the army of i ndependence entered the c i ty in

tr i umph , September 27 , 1 821 . Mexi co
’

s freedom from Spa i n w a s accompl i shed

for there was s l i gh t probab i l i ty of a Bourbon occupy i ng the throne , as in defau l t
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of Ferd i nand h imsel f becomi ng monarch , i t wa s prov ided that the cortes shou ld
sel ect the sovere ign .

To the fac t that the p lan of the fi rst revo l u t i on i sts was not fu lfi l l ed is

doubt less due the years of d i scord that fo l l owed unt i l a repub l i can and popu lar

fOrm of governmen t became the guerdon of the long struggl e for po l i t i ca l freedom .

N everthe less , a nat iona l emp ire wa s an advance upon a prov i nc i a l dependency ,

a l though a fu rther struggl e must i n tervene before the true asp i rat i ons of the

peop l e cou ld be rea l i zed .

The new era open i ng . on

.

the b i rth of the nat ion presen ts the immediate

consummat ion of the Plan de I gua la in a prov is iona l governmen t , or regency

composed of Manuel de la Barcena , Jo sé I s idro Yanez and

Manuel Velasquez de LeOn , the first named bei ng pres iden t of the govern i ng

body . I t is sign ificant that the patr i ots who had fough t and b led and su ffered

for i ndependence , the rea l su ccessors of H i da lgo , were not re co g n izedf in the
new s i tuat i on . The

' z
te rrito ria l l i m i ts of Mexi co i nc l uded , besides a ll the area

of the republ i c of to-day , that part of the Un i ted States from the R ed and

Arkansas R i vers to the Pac ific Coast , extend i ng nor th to the l im i ts of the Bri t i sh
domi n i on of Canada . A few days after the estab l i shment of t he n ew govern

men t O
’

DonojI
’

I di ed , Oc tober 8th , and the vacancy thus caused was fi l l ed by

the appoi n tmen t
'

of Bi shop Joaqu i n O ton Perez , of the Se e of Pueb la .

RESIDENCE OF MIGUE L H IDALGO , AT DOLORES H IDALGO.
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as Emperor and Empress of Mexi co . The Emperor took the t i t l e of August i n I .
Energet i c as he was , he wa s neverthel ess a weak ru l er and abandoned h imsel f
to the d isp lay of roya l pomp and power rather than to the i n i t i at i on of measu res

for the wel fare of the peopl e and the establ i shmen t of the nat i on
, and he so on

found h imsel f a t odds wi th the Congress , whi ch he di sso lved on October 3 l s t

and establ i shed a jun ta . A revo l u t ionary movement wa s s e t on foot by Guerrero ,
N ico las Bravo and Guada l upe V i ctor ia . The old revo l u t ion i sts j o i ned Anton io
Lopez de Santa Anna and on February the “ Plan de C asa Mata

”
was

promu lgated , accord i ng to wh i ch a new Congress was to be e lected and a repub

l i can form of governmen t guaranteed . Mean t ime , i n December , a repub l i c

had been proc la imed at Vera C ruz and on ly the cap i ta l rema i ned a s the empi re .

I n va i n d id I tu rb ide reca l l the Congress he had d i sso lved . The oppos i t i on was .

determi ned ; he shrank from reta i n i ng power through a c iv i l war and accord

ing ly tendered h is abd i cat i on March 1 9th , bu t the Congress refused to -accept

i t
,
dec lar i ng i nstead that I tu rb ide

’

s crown had been obta i ned by force and there

fore h is acts as Emperor were i l l ega l . H e was ban i shed from Mexi co and s e t

sa i l on April 1 1 th , from La Ant i gua . Congress however voted h im an annua l

pens ion of pesos a s a reward for h i s great serv i ces to h i s country .

The governmen t was now vested in a P orter Ejecutivo , composed of Pedro

Ce lest i no N egrete , N i co las Bravo and Guada l upe Vi ctor i a , a l l of whom were

absen t from the cap i ta l a t the t ime of the i r nom i nat i on ; The second Congress,

i t may be ca l l ed the first of the repub l i c , met on N ovember 7 , 1 823 . N eve rthe

l ess the i ndependence of Mexi co wa s l arg ely assured by the Un i ted States ,
whose Congress rece ived the message of Pres iden t Monroe on December 2,

1823 , in whi ch he formu lated the doctr i ne known by h is name wh i ch secu red

the governmen ts of the Con t i nen t of Ameri ca from i n terference by any Eu ropean
power . The course pu rsued by the government was l i t t l e ca l cu l ated to i nsp i re

confidence i n i ts wisdom , financi a l l y or po l i t i ca l l y . I n the ear l y part of 1824 ,

I turb ide addressed the Congress from London i n t imat i ng tha t the c l ergy wa s
p lot t i ng the restorat ion of Span i sh ru l e inMexi co and offer i ng his serv i ces in

defense of the republ i c , bu t i nstead i t was bel i eved that an i nsu rrect i on in favor

of the ban ished emperor h imself was on foot and a decree was i ssued dec lar i ng

h im a tra i tor and condemn i ng h im to death shou ld he retu rn to Mexi co . N o t

knowi ng of th i s decree , I tu rb ide started from Sou thampton o n M ay 1 1 th ,

and on l and i ng at the l i t t l e port of Soto la Mari na , north of Tampi co , he wa s
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arrested
,
taken before the l egi s la tu re of Tamau l i pas , wh i ch wa s i n sessi on , and

condemned a nd shot a t Pad i l l a o n J u ly 1 9 , 1824 . H i s dy i ng advi ce was i n tense ly
patr i ot i c and he man ifested re

markab l e cou rage . Bu t h i s

execu t ion wa s a vengefu l act ,

unwi se , nay ungratefu l , and a

b lot
'

o n the page of Mex i can

h i story wh i ch the honors pa id

la ter to h is fam i l y and to h i s

own remai ns , when o n August
6 , 1 83 8, they were bu ri ed wi th

grea t ceremony in the Cathe

dra l of Mexi co , can never erase ;

wh i l e the t i t l e of the L i bera

tor wh i ch was graved on h i s

sarcophagus bu t emphasi zes the

sel f-reproach of h is coun trymen .

Two part i es , or fact i ons ,

emerged in the Congress , the

Bourb o n is tas , or C en t ra l i s ts ,

and the Federa l i sts . The l eaders

of the former were N egrete
,

Bravo , Bus tamante and Mier y

Teran ; of the la t ter , Vi ctor ia

and Guerrero , whose adheren ts were more numerous , and they were successfu l

in fram i ng the R epub l i can Const i tu t i on tha t wa s proc la imed on October 4 , 1824 .

I t dec lared the R oman Ca tho l i c re l i g i on to be perpetua l l y the rel igi on of the

Mexi can peop le . The R epub l i c thus estab l i shed cons i sted of the States of

Ch iapas , C h i huahua , Coahu i l a and Texas , D u rango , GuanajI
’

I ato , Mexi co ,

Michoacan , N uevo LeOn , Oaxaca , Pueb la , Quereta ro , San Lu i s Potosi , Sonora
and S i na loa , Tabasco , Tamau l i pas , Vera C ruz , Ja lisco , Yucatan and Zacatecas
and the terr i tor i es of Upper a nd Lower Ca l i forn ia , C o l ima , Santa Fé and
T las ca la— n i neteen sta tes and five terr i tor i es . On the l oth of October the fi rst

pres iden t , N ico las Bravo , took the oath of office . Congress wa s d isso lved on

December 24th and the first Const i tu t iona l Congress convened on January 1 ,

BEN I TO JUAR E Z .
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1825 . I n the same year , the last pos i t i on he ld by the Span iards , Fort ‘ San J uan
de -Ulua , was evacuated and the repub l i c was recogn i zed by the Un i ted States

and Great Br i ta i n .
9

D ur i ng th i s admi n i stra t ion the quest ion of secret soc i et i es became u rgen t

i n consequence of the i nfluence of the freemasons i n po l i t i ca l matters . The

i nsurgen t force was l ed by Vi ce-presiden t Bravo who was of the Scot t i sh lodge

fact ion
, b ut Guerrero defeated h im and took h im pr i soner .

The elect ion i n 1828 resu l ted in favor of Genera l Manuel Gomez Pedraza ,
who was supported by the Scott i sh (E s co s e s e s ) masons , who defeated Vi cente

Guerre ro , whose cand idacy wa s espoused by the Yo rkinos ; bu t a pronunciam i ento

was made by the l i bera ls in favor of Guerrero , who resorted to arms under the

l eadersh i p of San ta Anna . The governmen t forces defeated h im , whe n h e was

given command of the army at whose hands he
'

had suffered defeat .
I

Pedraza ,

i n V i ew of the extreme exc i temen t , res igned and Congress dec lared his e lect ion
nu l l and void and el ected Guerrero pres iden t and Anastas i o Bustamante v i ce
pres ident

'

on J anuary 1 2, 1 829 . Among the measu res of Guerrero’s ad m in is
tration is to be noted the abo l i t i on of s l ave ry . Bustamante was then e l ected

presiden t and Congress dec lared Guerrero
“

mora l ly i ncapac i ta ted to govern

the nat ion .

The government of Bustamante began on January 1 , 1 83 0 . H is pr i nc i pa l

advi ser was the former h i stor ian , Lucas A l aman , who
_

wa s min i ster of fore ign

and domest i c re l at ions and who had fi l l ed the same office under the P oder ejecu

tivo in 1 823 . The
’

Country was , however , ag i tated by d i ssensions and revo l ts

i nst i gated by Guerrero and h is part i sans and he wa s dr iven to AcapulcOwhere

he was t rapped on the Colom bo , a Sard i n ian sh i p whose captain had been br ibed

to i nvi te Guerrero aboard and who del i vered h im to h is enem ies , by whom he

was courtm artia led and shot on
.

February 1 4 , 183 1 .

Bus tam an te
’

s power d id not last l ong , for i n 1 83 2 he was overthrown by

the tu rbu len t San ta Anna , who secu red the el evat ion of Pedraza a s the l egi t imate
presiden t by V i r tue of h is e l ect ion in 1828,

“a l though he had opposed h im then

in favor of Guerrero . I n the e l ect i on that fo l lowed , Bravo was chosen pres ident ,

bu t Congress dec lared h is e lect ion vo id and the way to the supreme magistracy

wa s then open to San ta Anna who succeeded on Apr i l 1 , 1 83 3, Valen t i n Gomez

Fari as becomi ng V i ce-pres iden t . I n 183 6 the complete overthrow of the federa l

system was effected and centra l i zed government estab l i shed under a n ew
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const i tu t i on
,
the effec t of wh i ch set a t a greater d i stance the freedom of

democrat i c governmen t and the b l ess i ngs of peace , thereby retard i ng the rea l

developmen t of the na t i on .

One of the fru i ts of the ru le of San ta Anna was the loss of Texas to Mex i co .

On N ovember 27 , 1 838, war was dec lared aga i nst France . Santa Anna
,
who

had come forth from h i s ret i remen t a t Manga de C l avo wa s given command at

Vera C ruz . The French captured the forts Sant iago and Concepc i on
,
bu t

fa i l ed in the i r a t tempt to captu re San ta Anna i n Vera C ruz and retrea t to the
sh i ps was ordered by the French admi ra l . I n fo l l owi ng up the French to the
shore San ta Anna acqu i red the lau re l s of a popu la r hero at the cost of h i s l eft
l eg

,
wh i ch was so bad ly wounded that ampu tat ion was necessary . Vera C ruz

was then she l l ed by the French and evacua ted , bu t th i s t r iv ia l war ended by a

treaty in wh i ch Mexi co agreed to pay the French demand of s ix hundred thous
a nd dol l ars wi th i n s ix months .

A revol t broke ou t i n Tamp i co dur i ng the troub l es wi th France and Pres iden t
Bustamante took the fie ld , l eavi ng the aga i n popu lar San ta Anna provi s i ona l
pres ident , on March 9 , 1 83 9 . The movemen t spread and soon became a federa l

is t revo l u t i on , i nvo lv i ng the cap i ta l i tse l f , in 1840 . Genera l U rrea and Gomez

Fari as were its successfu l l eaders and Bustamante was taken pri soner . Once

more the ret i remen t a t Manga de C l avo was abandoned and San ta Anna emerged
to overthrow the federa l i sts , to whom Bustamante , however, granted favorab l e

cond i t i ons and the revo l u t i on ended . So unset t l ed were affa i rs tha t Gu t ierrez

de Estrada , a former mi n i ster , pub l i c l y advocated a monarchy under a foreign
pr i nce . H i s p lan however, merely resu l ted i n h i s fleei ng the cou ntry . W hat

ever the troub l es of the peop l e , they were not ready to seek re l i ef i n a monarchy .

I n 1 84 1 , General Paredes made a pronunciam iento aga i nst Bus tam ante
’

s

government . On th i s occasi on Genera l Va lenc i a and San ta Anna , who had
been successfu l in 1 840 , aga i nst the federa l i sts , now j o i ned the n ew i nsu rrect ion ,

and the governm en t troops hav i ng abandoned the pres iden t i n favor of the

i nsu rgents , Bustamante was forced to ret i re from the pres idency in 1842,

notwi thstand i ng h is efforts a t
“

conc i l i a t i on by the proc lamat ion of federa

t ion . The prOpos a ls of Santa Anna had won ; he offered h is Bases of

Tacubaya
”
propos i ng that the leg i s l a t ive and execu t ive funct ions of the

government Shou ld cease and that pend i ng a congress , wi th i n e igh t months ,
to frame a new const i tu t ion , a junta shou ld name a prov i s iona l pres iden t .
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A S a resu l t , Santa Anna became such prOV I S Ion a I pres iden t , bu t the C o n

gre ss el ected showi ng a federa l i st maj or i ty a pronunciam i en to of the army

was i ssued nam i ng a cou nc i l

of notab l es and opposi ng the

Congress , wh i ch was di s

so lved by the execu t ive
,
as

a matte r of cou rse , and the

proposed counc i l i nsta l l ed i n

J anuary , 1 843 . I n J une , L as

Bas as Org an icas , the new

const i tu t ion , wa s adopted

and i ts terms were le s s
'

lib

era l than the L e i/es of 183 6 ,

i nst i gated bv i San ta Anna .

The d i ctator under th i s new

const i tu t i on d id not assume

di rect ion .at the cap ita l t i l l

J une 3 d , Bravo and Cana l i zo

govern i ng as act i ng pres i

den ts . Short l y after , San ta

Anna ’s wife d ied and he wa s

marr i ed by proxy to a gi r l of

fifteen . H i s governmen t was
t ru ly despot i c and he affected

the pomp of a monarch . I n

fact , the genera l sen t imen t wa s wel l expressed when , on one of his many

ret i remen ts to h is estate , i t was sa id :
“ The pres ident is go i ng in order to

retu rn crowned .

The auto craticjcos tly, and i neffic i en t ru l e of San ta Anna wa s a t l ength
cha l lenged by a comb i nat ion of Opponents . I n October 1 844 , the Guada laj ara

assemb ly dec lared aga i nst h im and th i s wa s fo l lowed by a pronunciam i ento

made -by Genera l Paredes , who had prev iously supported Santa Anna , on
N ovember 2d , at tha t p lace , wh i ch dec lared for the suspens ion of the pres iden t

pend i ng i nvest igat ion of h i s conduct . Pueb la short ly j o i ned Guada laj ara ,
a nd then immediate ly fo l l owed the cap ita l, where J o se Joaqu i n de H errera was

! SENOR G ENE RAL DON RAMON CORONA , O NE OF MEX ICO’S
FAMOUS GENE RALS .
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i nsta l l ed pres iden t of the counc i l . San ta Anna met th i s cond i t i on by emergi ng
from ret i remen t and led an army to Queretaro . So grea t was the i nd ignat i on a t

the cap i ta l tha t the prec i ous l eg loSt by the d i ctator in h i s a t tack on the French
wa s taken from the tomb and dragged in the st reets , wh i l e the dest ruct ion of

h i s sta tue was averted on ly by i ts remova l to a h id i ng p lace . Th i s outbreak in

the cap i ta l changed San ta Anna ’s p lans and he tu rned h i s army of fou rteen thou
sand to the revo l u t ionar i es there . H i s deposi t i on had been secu red a nd h i s a rrest
ordered by the Congress and find i ng the res i stance to h im to be so form idab le he

marched to Pueb la , wh i ch he at tacked on January 2,
1 845 . A few days la ter the

troops under Paredes and Bravo arr ived on the scene a nd San ta Anna was
compel l ed to wi thdraw on Ja n

uary 1 2th . After va i n pro
po s a ls to make terms wi th

H errera , he took fl i gh t bu t was
captu red and taken pr i soner to

Perote . H i s i mpeachmen t fo l
l owed and he was ban i shed per

pe tua lly , wh i le Cana l i zo and

fou r of h i s m i n i sters were ban

is h ed for te n years . A genera l
amnesty was proc la imed other

Wise . Santa Anna took sh i p
to H avana on J une 3 , 1 845 .

H errera now became con
s titutio na l pres iden t , Septem

ber 1 6 ,
1845 . H i s fi rst ser i ous

t roub l e wa s the Texan ; he

endeavored to comprom ise the

s i tuat ion ; bu t , because of oppo

s ition ,
he resorted to war l i ke

measu res and sen t s ix thou

sand m e n u nder Paredes to SENOR G EN ERAL DON MAR IANO ESCOBEDO , WHO TOOK
EMPEROR MAX I M I L IAN PR I SONER .

the front i er . Paredes , however ,

i ssued a pronunciam i en to aga i nst the presiden t on December 1 4th , a t San Lu i s
Potosi , a nd on J anuary 2 , 1846 , tu rned to the cap i ta l a nd overth rew Herrera .
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R evert i ng to Texan affa i rs , as bei ng s o l argely the basi s of the next great

event to be descr i bed i n Mexi can h i story , i t wi l l be suffic i en t to not i ce that on

severa l occasions s i nce the i ndependent governmen t was estab l i shed ,
a number

of confl i cts had occu rred in wh i ch Mexi can of ficers were emp loyed . I n 183 9 ,

a movement of federa l i sts in Mexi co was effected havi ng as i ts obj ect the estab

lishm e nt of the R io Grande R epub l i c , of wh i ch Texas was to be a member .

I n 1844 , an arm ist i ce was accepted between Mexi co and Texas , proposed

by Great Br i ta i n , bu t Texas refused to rat i fy i t i n consequence of its cond i t i ons

dec lar i ng that the i ndependent repub l i c st i l l const i tu ted a part of the repub l i c

of Mexi co . H ence , San ta Anna dec l ared that a state of war exi sted . After th i s
act by Great Br i ta i n , susp i c ion became widespread in the Un i ted States that the

purpose of the Br i t i sh was to suppress s l avery in Texas . Great Br i ta i n
’

s cou rse

arose ou t of a request made by Texas in 1 842, to Great Br i ta i n , France and . the

Un i ted States to i n tervene and pu t an e nd toMexi co
’

s host i l i t i es , bu t th i s appea l

wa s not fru i tfu l . The si tuat i on was fu rther compl i cated in 1 843 , when the Con

gress of Mexi co dec lared that if the Congress of the Un i ted Sta tes Shou ld pass

an act to incorporate Texas wi th the Un i ted States such l egi s l a t i on wou ld be

deemed equ iva len t to a dec larat i on of war .

On Apr i l 1 2, 1 844 , a secret annexat i on treaty wa s s igned by the Un i ted States

and Texas , but the Un i ted States Sena te fa i l ed to rat i fy it . The popu l ar sen t i

ment in Amer i ca had ,

'

howeve r, appeared to demand i ncorporat i on and accord

in g ly on March 1
,
1 845 , a reso l u t ion was passed by Congress enabl i ng Texas to

frame a const i tu t i on , preparatory to admiss i on into the Un ion . N ei ther the

pu rpose of the measure nor its form cou ld be acceptab le to Mex i co ; nevertheless ,

on December 29th , after Texas had adopted an ord i nance of annexat ion to the

Un i ted States and the State const i tu t ion , Congress enacted its adm iss ion a s a

State i n to the Un ion . The resu l tan t confl i c t , however i nevi tab ly the log i c of

events poi n ted to th i s absorpt ion of the i ndependen t repub l i c , wa s a lmost a

foregone conc l us ion .

There was ground of d i spu te enough to afford pretext for war . The c la ims

of Ameri can c i t i zens due s i nce 1 83 9 , were st i l l i n large part unpa id . The boun

dary quest ion , based on the c l a i m of Texas of a l l terr i tory between the Un i ted

States and the R io Grande from sou rce to mou th was another . Troub le had

occu rred a s to Upper C a l i forn ia , when Commodore Jones had temporar i l y s ei zed

M on terey . The Un i ted States had sent a force under Genera l Tay lor to Fort
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fo l lowed on May .1 3 th , on the ground that Mexi co has passed the boundary

of the Un i ted States , has i nvaded our. terr i tory , and shed Ameri can b lood upon
the Ameri can soi l , a s President Po l k stated .

The second even t wa s the at tack on May 8th , at Pa lo Al to , wh i ch resu l ted in

Ar i sta’s fa l l i ng back next day to a posi t i on at R esaca d e l a Pa lma , from wh i ch he
wa s driven wi th considerab l e loss , the same day , h is art i l l eryand supp l i es be i ng
captu red . A s a consequence of th is defea t , Ar i sta , whose forces great ly ou t
numbered the Ameri cans , was depr ived of command , bei ng rep laced by A m pu
dia . On May 18th , Ge ne ra l Taylor occup ie d Matamoros . The tu rn of affa i rs

in Mexi co now brough t the u biqu i tou s San ta Anna to the head , he fo l lowi ng
the now fam i l i ar course of a congress , ca l l ed i n pursuance of a pronunciam i en to

i ssued by Ge ne ra l Mariano Sa las , and the el ect ion of Santa Anna took p lace in
December . He had retu rned to Mexi co i n August , and wa s passed th rough the
Ame r i can fleet off Vera C ruz in the hope that he wou ld be a sou rce of weakness
at home rather than

‘

O
’

f s trength . In add i t ion to the pronunciam i ento , Genera l

Jo sé Maria Gomez dec lared aga i nst Pres iden t Paredes a t Guada laj ara
“

and he

wa s sent i n to exi l e .

The new presiden t took comm and of the army , l eav i ng the governmen t i n

the hands of V i ce-pres ident Far ias . On the s th of that month he began h is

march aga i nst Monterey wi th a force of reg u lars and vol u n teers numberi ng i n

a l l abou t s ix thousand m e n . On the 1 9th , he was before Monterey , whi ch was

held by A m pud ia t who had pu t th i s c i ty in a good defensive state . The assau l t

was made on the 21 5 t, the defenders exh i b i t i ng the u tmost bravery as they

defended street by street . Three days passed when Ampudia capi tu la ted wi th
honors , after wh ich an arm i st i ce of two months was agreed Upon . D ur i ng th i s

t ime , Genera l Pat terson was sen t to Tampi co wi th a strong force a nd Ge n e ra l

W i nfield Scot t l ed a th i rd force aga i nst Vera C ruz , previous to a march on the
cap i ta l . To effect these movemen ts

,
Genera l Tay lor

’

s force was large ly drawn

upon and Santa Anna hav i ng l earned of the proposed attack on Vera C ruz l eft
San Lu i s Potosi on January 28, 1 847 , wi th twenty thousand troops to encounter

Taylor a t La Angostura (Buena Vi sta) where he hoped to surpri se the Ameri cans .
On the 22d of February

,
Santa Anna dem anded the su rrender i n terms that i nd i

cated h i s certa i n ty of success . The fo l lowi ng day he was repu lsed , su ffer i ng grea t

l oss and retreat i ng to S an Lu i s Potosi . Th is V i c tory was a lmost dec i s i ve, the
defeated San ta A nna reach i ng h i s dest i nat ion wi th h is force reduced by one-ha l f .
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The engagemen t was a terr i b l e b low to the prest i ge of the m an who had seemed

to ho ld Mexi co in h i s despot grasp , strange as i t may seem . Taylor
’

s grea t

success ga i ned h im on ly the task of defend i ng the terr i tory acqu i red and the

R io Grande fron t i er .

The further operat ions in Mexico were conc l uded by the Ameri can com
mander-ih-ch ief

, Ge n e ra l Scot t . H e landed h i s force of twelve thousand men
n e ar

'

V e ra C ruz on February 1 5 th , and i nvested the c i ty , the port bei ng b lockaded

by C ommodore Perry
’

s squadron . S iege Operat ions were prepared and on

March 22d , t he art i l l ery and guns of the sh i ps opened fi re . The defence
,
under

Ge ne ra lMora les was worthy of a l ess b i t ter exper i ence than tha t of the su rrender ,
even wi th the honors of war, wh i ch was forced on the 26 th . On Apr i l 1 2th ,

in V i ew of the season , the Ameri can genera l wi thdrew h i s t roops from Vera C ruz .

Santa Anna , defeated by Taylor , had resumed h i s du t i es a s Pres iden t bu t
h is sp i r i t wa s aroused on hear i ng of the defeat of Mora les and the su rrender of

Vera C ruz . H e hu rr i ed from the cap i ta l “

to wash ou t that d i saster . W i th

ten thousand men he fort ified h imse l f stou t ly a t C erro Gordo , abou t e ighteen

m i l es from Ja lapa . H ere he was a t tacked by Genera l Scot t on Apri l 18th ,
and

u t ter ly defeated . Then fel l , success ively , Ja lapa , Perote , and Pueb la , and at

the last named c i ty Scot t rece ived i nst ruc t ions from the State Departmen t to

arrange a peace trea ty , i f the occas ion served . Secret em issar i es of the Mexi can

pres iden t v i s i ted the Ameri can commander as to th i s mat ter a nd Santa Anna
has been charged wi th treason on accoun t of i t .

On August 9th , Genera l Scot t entered the Va l l ey of Mexi co , trac i ng the

rou te fo l lowed by the Span i sh Conqui s tadores nearl y three and a ha l f centu r i es

ear l i er , and arr ived before the cap i ta l on the 20th , defeated San ta Anna a t
Pad ierna and C hurubusco where a most ga l lan t stand was made by Genera l

Anaya . I n these last efforts , a l l cred i t i s due to San ta Anna ; h i s operat ions
were marked wi th ab i l i ty , cou rage and resou rcefu l ness .

N egot i at i ons now fo l lowed for peace . On the 22d , host i l i t i es were s us

pended and N i cho las P . Tr i st , ch ief c lerk of the Sta te Departmen t of the Un i ted

States , who had arr ived a t Pueb la as peace commiss ioner , now proposed terms

of peace on the bas i s of the cess i on of Texas , N ew Mexi co and Upper Ca l i forn ia ,
and the r ight of free trans i t across the I sthmus of Tehuan tepec and the paymen t

to Mexi co of a money cons iderat i on . These terms were rej ected by Mex i co

and act ive host i l i t i es were resumed on the n igh t of September 7th , by an at tack
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on Mol i no de R ey, wh i ch after stubborn figh t i ng wa s taken the next day , b ut s o

strong was the posi t i on of the Mexi can army that Genera l Scot t abandoned the

field . Though success wa s not thei rs ,
i f va lor and conspi cuous ab i l i ty mer i ted

i t , Genera l Anton io LeOn and h is brave
a ides dese rved i t , as wel l as the sp len

d id rank and fi l e . No t unti l the 1 2th ,

d id Genera l Scott move aga i nst the

Cast l e of Chapu l tepec wh i ch was mag

n ifice ntly defended by Genera l Bravo

and the m i l i tary cadets of the Acad
emy , to the i r i mper is hab le honor and

gl ory . The capture of the strongho ld

was effected on the 1 3 th . T he death

rOll of the Mex i cans bears the names

of many nob le sons , am ong whom con

s picuous mer i t s igna l i zes Co lonel Fel i pe
X i cotencat l , the descendant of a famous

T las ca lte c ch i ef .
“

The way to the c i ty

s s s o n GEN ERAL DON MAN UE L GONZAL ES , was now assured , and after secu r i ng
E X ' P R E S'DE N T OF M EX'CO ‘

.

causeways and
‘

the fort ified gates of

Belem and San C osme , Genera l Scott entered the c i ty fight i ng h is way step by

step
,
val i an t ly Opposed by so ld i ers and c i t i zens . Santa Anna did not awai t the

fina l i ssue bu t deserted both -the governmen t and the c i ty on the successfu l

forc i ng of the gates of Bel em and San Cosm e and tu rned the res idue of h is

brave army over to Ge n e ra l R eyes , hav i ng been deposed and summoned to

appear before a counc i l of war, bu t he l eft Mexi co and fled to N ew Granada .

I n h i s p l ace , Manuel Pe
‘

ri a y .Pe
‘

ri a wa s el ected temporary pres iden t and he

made Queretaro the sea t of government .

Such was the cond i t ion of affa i rs when the Mexi can capi ta l fe l l to theAmeri
cans. N ew Mexi co and Ca l i forn i a were conquered . Texas was i rrevocab ly

severed .

“

To the task of restor i ng peace i n the face of such d i saster the new

president reso l u tely d i rected h is efforts . Commiss ioner Tr i st , though no longer

offic ia l ly au thori zed , succeeded i n arrangi ng a treaty , known as the Guada l upe

H i da lgo , wh i ch wa s s igned on February 2, 1 848, by the terms of wh i ch Texas ,
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the terr i tory between the N ueces and the R io Grande , N ew Mexi co and Upper

Ca l i forn ia were to pass to the Un i ted States , the la t ter coun try agreei ng to pay

Mexi co fifteen mi l l i on do l la rs a nd to assume and d i scharge a ll c la ims of Ameri can
c i t i zens aga i nst Mexi co . Thus was Mexi co St r i pped , as a consequence of a war

wh i ch Presiden t L i ncol n severe ly cr i t i c i zed and wh i ch Genera l Gran t character

ized as
“ the most u nho ly and u njust ever waged by a stronger nat i on aga i nst a

weaker one ; nor do the vast mater i a l advantages tha t have fo l lowed to the

terr i tor i es reach back to pa l l i a te th i s V i ew of the quarre l or j ust i fy the bi t ter
su ffer i ng tha t i t brough t .

The Ameri can army was soon wi thdrawn and o n J une 1 2th , J osé J oaqu in de

H errera was e l ected const i tu t iona l pres iden t and the governmen t was re-esta b
lis he d at the cap i ta l . I ts ch ief l abor wa s to hea l the wounds caused by the wa r ,

to amel i orate the genera l cond i t i on . The sp i r i t of i nsurrect ion was not subdued ,

however , for Genera l Paredes e f

fe cted a temporary revo l t wh i ch was

soon subdued , and H errera was suc
ce s s ful in the d ifficu l t task of re

d uc in g the army establ i shmen t and

encou ragi ng the bu i ld i ng of ra i l roads

and tel egraphs , the first of such lat ter

undertak i ngs bei ng that of mak i ng

commun i ca t i on between the cap i ta l

and Pueb la . W i th trou bl es a l so i n

Yucatan owi ng to the seri ous I nd ian
Upr i s i ngs i n August , 1 848, the pres i

den t found h i s en t i re energi es occu

p i ed , bu t he succeeded in estab l i sh i ng

a un ion of the Provi nce wi th Mexi co ,

a nd rel i nqu i shed the governmen t to

h i s successor wi th a record of grea t

improvemen t accomp l i shed .

Genera l Mari ano Ar i sta , who G EN ERAL CARLOS PACH ECO. FORMER LY MIN I ST E R
had commanded the Mexi can A rmy O F FOMENTO ‘

at Pa lo A l to was e l ected to succeed H errera and he as s sum e d the pres idency i n

January , 185 1 . Bu t ne i ther h is h igh sense of honor nor h i s pa tr iot i c purposes
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cou ld stay the revol u t ionary spi r i t wh i ch broke ou t at Guada laj ara i n J u ly , 1 852,

and , in consequence of the Plan of Ja l i sco , i n tended to overthrow h im , and

of the pronunciam i en tos i n i ts favor , Ar i sta res igned onJanuary 3 , 1 85 3 . The true

pu rpose of the revo l u t ion wa s the i nsta llat i on of San ta Anna a s di cta tor , and after
a bri ef d i rect ion of the governmen t by C eba l los and Lom b ard in i , heWa s el ected

and assumed office on Apr i l 20th , after C eba l l os had fa i l ed in an effort to ca l l a

nat i ona l con ven t ion . The governmen t du ri ng the next two years wa s one of
persecu t ion and arbi t rary us e of power . The d i ctator rel i ed o n the army to

support h is despot i sm and. i ncrease the m i l i tary strength . H e was , however ,
~

re-e lected in December , 185 3 , and h is power was great l y augmented . He was
empowered to appo int

'

h is successor i n office and vi rtua l ly became d i ctator for
l i fe . Pomp and cerem on i a l befi t t i ng h is su preme power wa s assumed and he

obta i ned the t i t l e of serene h ighness . I n the same month he effe cted the

sa l e to the Un i ted States of the terr i tory known a s “ La Mes i l l a , in Sou the rn

Ar i zona, for te n mi l l ion dol lars .

Such ru le as that of Santa A nna cou ld no t be endured and the fabri c of

perpetua l power Wh i ch the di ctator had ass iduously str i ven to weave was rudely

shat tered in 1854 , by the
“

Plan de Ayu t la; wh i ch wa s proc la imed by Co lone l
Vi l l area l On March l s t . A jun ta of notab l es wa s to appo i n t a prOV I S Iona l
pres iden t and ca l l a const i tuen t Congress . Th i s p lan ga i ned powerfu l support ,

among others who acceded -to i t be i ng Co lone l I gnac io Comonfort . The pres i

dent marched
‘

aga i nst the insu rgen ts , but fa i l i ng to subdue the movement , he

returned to the cap i ta l . S imu ltaneousl y, a force under Coun t de Bou l bon

en tered Sonora from Upper Ca l i forn ia wi th the obj ec t of estab l i sh i ng there an

i ndependent domi n ion .

Comonfort havi ng equ i pped a powerfu l army , San ta Anna abandoned h is
governmen t and went to Vera C ruz,giv i ng the

l

exe cutive power i n to the hands

of a trium virate l Then he lef t Mexi co , flee i ng to H avana The prov i s ional

pres ident , appo i n ted in pursuance of the revo l u t ionary p lan ,
”
wa s C arrera

bu t h is nomi nat i on was not agreeab l e to Comonfort and Genera l J uan A l varez
rece ived the office at the hands of the junta . Among the m ini sters he sel ected
were Ben i to J uarez and C omonfort , the l at ter of whom was e lected a s pres ident

on December 1 1 , 185 5 .

Ear ly in 1 85 6 , Comonfort faced fresh i nsu rrect io
t

ns that seem ed to spri ng

from thei r l i ke a s i t were s o many hydra-headed evi l s . H e adopted drast i c
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measures aga i nst the chu rch and the c lergy , enforced the Lerdo law , abo l i sh i ng

c i vi l a nd ecc les i ast i ca l mortma i n and estab l i sh i ng i nd iv idua l ownersh i p of lands .

On J une s th , he suppressed the J esu i ts and o n September 1 7th , the Franc i scans ,
in consequence of a conspi racy wh i ch was hatched i n the conven t of the lat ter

to overthrow the governmen t on I ndependence Day, the 1 5 th , and secu re the

supremacy of the chu rch i n the na t i on . Comonfort took possess i on of the

PICTURESQUE SPOT I N T H E ALAMEDA .

chu rch of S an Franc i sco and a l l i ts appu rtenances earl y in the morn i ng and

the next day decreed the open i ng of a street , to be ca l l ed l ndependenc ia , east

and west through the grounds . The fol l owi ng day came the suppress i on of

the monast i c order .

Aga i n Pueb la revo l ted
,
and for the second t ime in n i ne months i t was retaken

by the government troops on December 3 d . Th i s wa s fo l l owed by a pronuncia

m i en to a t San Lu i s Potosi , wh i ch was qu i ck ly pu t down . The bi rd of peace now

hovered over str i cken Mexi co for a Short t ime u nder the V i gorous and en l igh tened
ru l e of C omonfort . On February 5 , 1 85 7 , a n ew const i tu t i on wa s adopted , l i bera l
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i n character and establ i sh i ng a repub l i can federa l form of gove rnment . The

execu t i ve power was vested in a pres ident e l ected for fou r years ; a S i ngle house
wa s . to const i tu te the l egi s la tu re,the

‘

members of wh i ch were to be e lected for

three years ; a j ud i c i a l branch was to compr i se a supreme and i nfer ior courts .

The important quest i on of pres ident i a l success i on wa s regu la ted; so that i n case
of vacancy the pres iden t of the Supreme Cou rt was to succeed temporar i ly

pend i ng a regu l a r e l ect i on .

Th is const i tu t i on fu rnished safeguards aga i nst the abuses of power wh i ch

had been poss i bl e under the Ayu t l a p lan . The e l ect i on of Comonfort to succeed
h imsel f fo l lowed , yet , i nconsi sten t l y , a few

-

days after enter i ng office on December

l s t, he overthrew the const i tu t ion he had sworn to ma i n ta i n and adopted the

P lan de Tacubaya , announced by Genera l Fe l i x Zu loaga on December 1 7th ,

on the the pretext that the const i tu t ion was not adapted to the usag es of the

peopl e . Under Zu loaga’s p lan , Comonfort was to rema i n i n power and con

voke a congress to fra me a more su i tab l e const i tu t ion , to b e s ub m itted
‘

to the

el ectorate . Ben i to J uarez had been chosen pres iden t of the supreme cou rt
and i t seemed necessary to the success of the new p lan that he Shou ld be im
p r i soned and Congress d i sso lved , wh i ch was done in December . Bu t C omon

fort’s p lans fa i led , for on January 1 1 , 1 858, a pronun ciam i ento i ssued by the

conservat ives subst i tu ted Genera l Zu loaga as pres ident. The oppos i t i on was

too strong and Comonfort , u nab le to defend the cap i ta l , abandoned i t on the

21 5 t of January a nd proceeded to Vera C ruz , whence he wen t i n to ex i l e . The

react ionar i es now annu l l ed the reform measures of the const i tu t iona l i sts , who

had organ i zed a governmen t at Guanaj ua
‘

to under Juare z , who had been ob l iged

to abandon the cap i ta l , and began war on thei r opponen ts , bu t Suffered defeat

at Sa lamanca . Later , the presiden t was sei zed a t Guada laj ara by the garr i son
there , who had mut i n i ed , bu t escap i ng he made h is way to Panama and thence

to N ew Or leans , and return i ng to Vera C ruz admi n i stered the governmen t

from there .

Ben i to J uarez was b orn i n Oaxaca , on March 21 , 1806 . Ha was imbued
wi th the loft i est sent iments for the pub l i c wea l and h is counse l and d i re ct ion

had proved the greatest s trength of the l i bera l party . H e had been one of
the professors a t“ the I nst i tu te of S c i ence and Art a t Oaxaca , a nd one of h is
students was Po rfirio D i az , who doubt l ess owed much of h is pol i t i ca l ben t to

the tra i n i ng of J uarez , the fu l l-b looded I ndian , to whose patr iot i c labors Mexi co



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


MEXI CO

and the i r party rapid ly d im i n i sh i ng ; neverthe less, on December 2oth , Miramon

left the capi ta l to
‘

meet the lib e ra l
‘

fo rce s and at C a l pu la l pam encountered

Genera l Gonza l ez Ortega , by whom he was defeated . The capi tu l at ion of the

cap i ta l fo l l owed on January 1 1 , 186 1 . J uarez entered i t in t r i umph wi th the

l i bera l army of twenty-five thousand . Miramon escaped to Jal apa a nd fina l l y

reached France on a French . wa r vessel .

W i th the retu rn of J uarez to the cap i ta l he began the act ive adm i n i st rat i on

of the R eform Laws . On e of his ear l i est acts wa s the d i sm issa l of the Span i sh

m i n i ster a nd the papa l l egate .

The ha lf-cen tu ry str i fe between

Federa l i sts and C en tra l i sts had
trium ph e d

'

fina lly i n the success

of the L i bera l s , though a guer
r i l l a warfare was con t i nued for

some l i t t l e t ime . Zu loag a j o i ned
the react ionar i es , dec lar i ng h im

s e lf to be pres iden t i n V i rtue of
h i s Plan de Tacubaya .

”
Mel

chor Ocampo , o ne of the grea t

l eaders of the R eform , was

se i zed at h i s hac i enda and Shot

by order of Genera l Marquez ;

A COUNT RY ROAD IN TH E VAL L EY OF MEXICO .

D ego l lado W I
’

IO pursued the

execu t i oners was caugh t by

bandi ts and was shot . These ou trages aroused extreme i ndignat ion and a

pr i ce was pu t on the heads of Marquez , Mej i a and Other re b e l l eaders .

Marquez at tacked the cap i ta l in
'

Jun e , 186 1 , and was repu lsed on ly after

heavy figh t i ng . I t was i n th i s defence that . Po rfirio D i az , who had retu rned

to h is nat ive sta te and l ater was el ected to Congress to represen t I ztlan d is

trict, l eav i ng h i s seat in the legi sl at i ve chamber took a d i st i ngu i shed part .
'

A l i t t l e l ater, in August , Marquez wa s tota l l y defeated by D iaz
'

a t Ja la t l aco

wh i ch bri l l i an t even t earned for the v i ctor the rank of brigad i er-genera l ; a

mon th later he wa s a ga i n d i sastrously defeated a t Pachuca . The three years

of wa r wa s over , and the way to domest i c peace , progress and prosperi ty m igh t

seem c lear .
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J uarez was el ec ted const i tu t iona l pres iden t and assumed office i n J une .

On J u ly 1 7th , the C ongress , i n V i ew of the severe dra i n on the resou rces of the
peop l e caused by the protracted war , found i t necessa ry to enact suspensi on of

the s i nk i ng fund provi s i on and the payment of i n terest o n the forei gn-held debt
,

for two years . Thereupon , France and England c losed d i p lomat i c re la t i ons
and these nat i ons together wi th Spa i n made a t rea ty o n Oc tober 3 lst , under the
term s of wh i ch they were to sei ze the pr i nc i pa l ports and col l ect and d i st r i bu te

the customs recei pts among the severa l fore ign cred i tors of Mexi co . The con

d i t i on was a l so agreed tha t no Mex i can terr i tory shou ld be acqu i red or a ny i n ter

ference be a ssumed as to the form of the Mex i can governmen t by ei ther of the

powers . The Un i ted States refused to j o i n in th i s i n terven t i on . The French
c la im aga i nst Mex i co wa s for s ix hundred thousand do l l ars , wh i ch had been

co l l ected by J uarez and sei zed by Mi ramon from the Br i t i sh l ega t i on where i t

was deposi ted for Br i t i sh bondho lders . There was , besides , an o ld debt of

abou t e i ghty m i l l i on do l lars con tracted i n the ear l y days of the R epubl i c .

The c la ims of Spa i n and France were together abou t ei gh teen m i l l i ons , a l l
Mexi can money .

I t was soon eviden t that pol i t i ca l mot ives were i nvo lved i n the interven t ion ,

a t l east on the part of France . W hen the a l l i ed fleet arr ived a t Vera C ruz i n

D ecember , 1 86 1 , beari ng the commiss i oners of the Eu ropean powers , Genera l
Pr im for Spa i n ,Monsieu r Dubo i s de Sa l igny for France ; and Adm i ra l W yke for
Great Br i ta i n , they i ssued a proc lamat ion accord i ng to wh i ch the i r pu rpose

wa s merely to secu re set t l emen t of the financ i a l quest ions . On December 1 4 ,

1 86 1 ,
the Span iards , whose fleet reached there earl i er than its a l l i es , occup i ed

Vera C ruz , wh i ch aroused the energet i c res i stance of the Mexi cans , espec ia l ly

o n the a rriva l of the French a nd Bri t i sh fleets on J anuary 8, 1862. The un i ted

forces numbered near l y te n thousand men .

J uarez i ssued a decree o n January 25 th ca l l i ng on Mexi cans to resi st the

i nvaders and imposi ng the pena l ty of death on a l l who Shou ld fa i l i n th i s or who
shou ld a id or abet the i nvaders . Th i s cou rse seemed i nev i tab l e , i nasmuch a s

the part i sans of A l monte , Mi ramon and Gu t i errez de Estrada , who in thei r
exi l e had act ive ly p lot ted in favor of a monarchy for Mexi co , were prepared to

g ive a id to the i nvaders .

J uarez was anx ious to avo id ser i ous compl i ca t ions , i f th i s cou ld be honor

ably done , and he i nv i ted the commiss ioners to a conference a t La So ledad ,
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wh i ch resu l ted i n a treaty on February 1 9th , by the terms of wh i ch the Span i sh

troops were to advance as far as Or i zaba and the Fren ch to Tehuacan , and were
to occupy those p laces Unt i l the treaty wa s confirmed . T he .Mexican govern

men t was to be recogn i zed a s cons titii tiona l . The u l ter ior a im of France was

s o i nsi sten t tha t the Br i t i sh and Span i sh suppo rt was soon wi thdrawn . Mean

t ime , l arge rei nforceme n ts had arr ived from France and wi th them came A l mon te ,
Mi randa , H'

aro y Tamari s and Mi ramon ; the latter , however , to avo id arrest

by the Bri t i sh , wen t to H avana .

G EN E RAL PORF IRO D IA Z.
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A POLEON I I I . had determ i ned to create a throne i n Mexi co for Maxim i l i an ,

Archduke of Austr i a . An excuse was soon formed for actua l host i l i t i es .

Or i zaba was reoccup i ed in sp i te of the agreemen t tha t i f the terms of the trea ty of

La So l edad were not confi rmed
,
the troops of the a l l i es shou ld ret i re to the posi

t i ons he ld by them previous to tha t trea ty . The Bri t i sh and Span i sh comm is

s ion e rs had refused to confi rm the treaty . The French , under Genera l de Lo re n ce z ,

a ided by Mex i can conservat i ves
,
reso lved to at tack Pueb la . Genera l I gnac i o

Zaragoza st rongly fort ified the h i l l s of Guada l upe and Loret ta and rece ived batt le
on May s th , complete ly defeat i ng the enemy , whose troops numbered six thou

sand . Th i s great V i ctory over the French and the i r Mexi can a l l i es i s ce lebrated
as one of the na t i ona l feasts , E l Ci nco de M ayo , a nd the ga l lan t Zaragoza rece ived
the appo i n tmen t of m i l i tary go vernor of Vera C ruz and the d ist i nc t i on of hav i ng

1 05
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h is name i nscr i bed on the wa l l s of Congress i n let ters of go ld ,
and Pueb la “ took

the name thenceforward of Pueb la de Zaragoza . D i az won fresh l au re l s for the

va l i an t fight he l ed wi th h is br igade and for h is pu rsu i t of the vanqu ished enemy .

The conservat ives had proc la imed A l monte pres i den t , under the Plan de

Cordoba , on Apri l 1 9th .

Genera l Porey arr ived in Mexi co dur i ng September wi th heavy rei nforce

meri ts and superseded Lo re nce z . Act i ng withou t recogn i z i ng A lm on te ’s govern
men t he i nst i tu ted an act ive campa ign . H e la id s i ege to Pueb la on March 1 6 ,

1863 , wi th over twenty-five thousand men , bu t was repu l sed repeatedly t i l l the

29th by the braveOrtega who defended the c i ty wi th twen ty-two thousand troops .

On thatday ,Fort I tu rb ide wa s taken , bu t in hope of expected rel ief the ga l lan t
defender res i sted every forward step wi th i n the c i ty unt i l fOrce d by lack of foOd

and ammun i t ion , he was compel l ed to su rrender on May 1 7th .

a M arch ing wi th a

tra i n to the rel ief was Comonfort , who had retu rned from ex i l e to defend the

i n tegr i ty of the repub l ic , and who on May 8th encoun tered Baza i ne and Marquez

at San Lorenzo and was defea ted . Th i s doub le d i saster wa s on ly redeemed in

par t by the magn ificent defence made by Ortega , wh i ch placed the ach ievemen t

h igh on the -ro l l of fame . T welve thous and
'

pris one rs w ere taken a t Pueb la ,

i nc l ud i ng twenty-s ix genera l s . Of the la tter some of them escaped la ter , among

them bei ng Ortega -
and Po rfirio D i az . The French under Baza i ne en tered on

J une 7th ,
Fo rey complet i ng the occupat ion on J une l oth .

Fo rey by decree of June 1 6 th , au thor i zed the French mi n i ster Sa l igny to
name a junta of thirty-five Mexi can c i t i zens

'

who shou ld e l ect three Mexi cans

to const i tute the execu t ive au thor i ty . Th is resu l ted i n the cho i ce of A lmonte ,
Mariano Sa las and Labast ida , Archb ishop of Mexi co . The junta a lso chose an
“ assembly of notab les

”
wh i ch met on J u ly l oth , and dec lared the adopt ion

of a moderate heredi tary monarchy wi th a R oman C a tho l i c pr i nce as ru l er ,

u nder the t i t l e of Emperor of Mexi co ; that the crown shou ld be te ndered to
Maxim i l i an

,
Archduke of Austr ia , for h imsel f and h i s descendants ; and that i f

Maximi l i an d id not accept , then the benevolence of N apo leon I I I . .wa s to be

appea l ed to to nomi nate another Catho l i c pr i nce .

Maxim i l i an accepted the tendered crown cond i t i ona l ly on a .p léb i sc i te i n

h is favor , and the m i l i tary a id of France s o l ong as that migh t be necessary .

On Apr i l 9 , 1864 ,
he renounced a l l r igh ts to the throne of Austr i a and on the

fo l lowi ng day accepted the crown of Mexi co .
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wa s conceived i n t reason ; i t pract i ca l l y gave back power to tyran ts from whom

i t had been wrested a t the pr i ce of peace , b lood and l i fe . The empi re cou ld

not stand except by the mercy and favor of France and at the cost of Mex i can
blood and progress .

Fol lowi ng upon the French occupat ion of the cap i ta l on J une 7 , 1 863 ,
desp i te

frequent defeats and wi th l essen i ng resou rces , figh t i ng con t i nued . D i az bravely

and splend id ly defended Guerrero , Oaxaca , and Pueb la , notab ly i n the taki ng

of Taxco , a bri l l i an t operat i on for wh i ch he was rewarded wi th the rank of

major-genera l . Baza i ne , who had defeated Comonfort at San Lorenzo , rep laced
Fo rey, whose success had been rewarded by reca l l to enj oy a m ars ha lfs appo i n t

ment , on October 1 , 1863 , and was to assume a l so the d i p lomat i c office of Sa l igny .

Besides the French army , he had a Mexi can d iv i s ion of twe lve thousand under

Marquez. W i th such forces the const i tu t i ona l army must grapp le to preserve

the repub l i c . The repub l i can army was commanded i n ch i ef by Comonfort

bu t in sp i te of most h ero i c defence , i t was defeated in near ly a l l its batt les of

1 863 . The va l i an t Comonfort was k i l l ed on N ovember 1 4th . Queretaro ,

GuanajL
’

I ato , Guada laj ara , Oaxaca , Ch i huahua and other importan t p laces fe l l

i n to the hands of the imper ia l i sts . The defence of the c i ty of Oaxaca , from

January 8th , to February 9 , 1 865 , i s one of the notab l e events in Mexican h i story .

A s i ege of severa l weeks cou ld not break the defenders , bu t l ack of ammun i t ion
forced a su rrender . The hero , D i az , fel l i n to the hands

-
of the i mperi a l i sts , bu t

escaped thei r to i l s after severa l months
’

capt iv i ty , on September 20th . The seat

of the government was cont i nua l ly be i ng changed , t i l l a t l ength i t was forced to

the front i er at Paso del N orte . Dark , i ndeed , seemed the hope of the repub l i c ,

bu t i ts i n terests were in the charge of m e n who were i nu red to batt l e and defeat ;

who knew the s pirit g

of the Mex i can peop l e ; whose courage and patr iot i sm cou ld

not be quenched . On December 1 , 1864 , exp i red the term of office of Presiden t

J uarez , bu t in V i ew of the danger to wh i ch the repub l i c wou ld be exposed by a
change of pres iden t at that t ime , the pres iden t declared in N ovember , tha t h is

power wou ld con t i nue un t i l a const i tu t i ona l su ccessor shou ld be regu lar ly e l ected .

I n the cr i s i s that faced the governmen t , the Un i ted States had not been a

si len t on looker . The pr i nc i p les of the Monroe doctr i ne had provoked Secretary

.Seward to i nt imate to France that the estab l i shmen t of a Eu ropean monarchy
in Mexi co was no t approved by h i s governmen t and that , as soon a s the pres
sure of domest i c affa i rs rel axed , the Un i ted States governmen t wou ld mark its
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di sapprova l of the occu pa t ion of Mexi can terr i tory by the army of a Eu ropean
power

,
and tha t i t wou ld not tol erate the establ i shmen t of an empi re i n tha t

terr i tory ma i n ta i ned by foreign mi l i tary

force . W i t h the c lose of the C i v i l W a r ,

therefore , the Un i ted States governmen t

demanded the wi thdrawa l of French
troops a nd the cessa t i on of co lon i zat i on
i n the coun try . Th i s u l t i matum , for such

i t rea l ly was , resu l ted in N apo l eon
’

s aban

d onm e nt of the unfortuna te Maxim i l i an .

Maxim i l i an desi red to abd i ca te and

leave Mexi co wi th the French troops bu t
wh i l e postpon i ng th i s course , the brave

and devoted C ar lota wen t to France and
p leaded wi th N apo l eon to m a in ta in h is

troops i n Mex i co . I n va i n d id she thus

appea l , i n August , 1 866 ; she next wen t
to R ome to secu re the a id of the Pope ,

bu t there , weakened by her tria ls and

crushed wi th her m i sfortune, her m i nd

gave way and she was p laced i n retreat a t

Tervueren
,
near B russe l s , where She st i l l

l i ves
,
l ong depr i ved of reason . I n the

sou th , D i az , who si nce h is escape from

Pueb la had gathered a noteworthy force

wa s organ i z i ng a th i rd campa ign aga i nst the i nvaders , whom he signa l ly defeated

in br i l l i an t engagemen ts i n Oaxaca , a t N och ixt lan on September 23 d , a t M iahua

tla n o n October 3 d , and at La C arbonera on October 1 8th , the la tter V i c tory
bei ng espec i a l l y sign ifican t . The Mexi cans were now fi l l ed wi th en thusiasm

and unwaver i ng cou rage l ed them to make l i gh t of the d i screpanc i es between

thei r m i l i ta ry resou rces and those of thei r opponents . D i az then la id s i ege to

the C i ty of Oaxaca wh i ch su rrendered on October 3 1 5 t. Th i s V i ctory furn i shed
the l i bera l army wi th much needed ammun i t i on and art i l l ery . Movi ng sou th

ward toward Tehuantepec , D i az won the bat t les of La C h i tova and Tequ i si st lan
o n December 1 9th and 26 th . I n J anuary , 186 7 , the governmen t was t ransferred

STATUE O F COLUMBUS .
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to Zacatecas , bu t i t was aga i n driven forth a few days later by Mi ramon , who
had retu rned to Mexico , and the pres iden t and h i s m i n i sters barel y escaped cap

tu re . Before the date for the fina l wi thdrawa l of French troops arr ived , Baza i ne

l eft Mexico wi th the last con t i ngent , i n February , 186 7 .

Bu t no t a l l the desperate devot ion of sold i ers or sk i l l of g e ne ra ls cou ld

prevent the repub l i can arm ies of the N orth and W est from un i t i ng and on

March l oth complet i ng the i nvestmen t of Queretaro . On March 22d , Marquez

successfu l ly got past the i nvad i ng l i nes wi th a cava l ry force of twelve hundred

to make h i s way to the capi ta l and bri ng thence the garr i son to make a re a l

at tack o n the i nvaders and a l l ow the besi eged to escape . Proceed i ng to the

cap i ta l
,
Marquez secured the garr i son , but i nstead of retu rn i ng to Quereta ro ,

he took h is force of five thousand m e n to rel i eve Pueb la , whi ch Genera l Po rfirio

D i az was besi egi ng after havi ng dr iven the enemy from the sou th . The la tter ,

however , captu red the c i ty on Apri l 2d , after a master l y and br i l l i an t twenty-five

days
’

s i ege . On th i s Occasi on the V icto ryw as doubly remarkab le as a mi l i ta ry

opera t ion and as an exampl e of the magnan im i ty of the V i ctor, who spared the
l i ves of those who su rrendered , in sp i te of the provoca t i on of the enemy through

the cruel and wanton shoot i ng of many of the i r pr i soners . D i az , j o i n i ng forces

wi th Guadarrama , complete ly rou ted Marquez a t San Lorenzo on Apr i l l oth ,

and then marched to the cap i ta l , to wh i ch he la id s i ege o n Apri l 1 2th .

A t Queretaro , the I mper ia l i sts bravely susta i ned the Unre laxed s iege , wh i ch
was marked by many br i l l i an t sort i es aga i nst the repub l i can troops ; bu t wi thou t

ava i l . The defeat of Marquez had destroyed a l l hope of rel i ef to the bes i eged ,

and after a s i ege by Genera l Escobedo of Over n ine
'

we e ks the imper ia l i sts

reso lved o n i ts abandonment . Before th i s p lan cou ld be effected , Maxim i l ian

wa s sei zed through the treachery , i t i s sa id , of Co lone l Migue l Lopez , who

betrayed h im . Maxim i l i an spu rned the opportun i ty to save h imse lf , a l though

warned of h is danger . H e too k h i s last stand at the C erro de Las Campanas ,
bu t find i ng i t i mposs i b le to ho ld th i s posi t i on , the emperor surrendered h is

sword to Escobedo , on the 1 5 th of May .

Maxim i l i an was i mpr isoned in the convent of the Capuch i ns wi th Mi ramon

and Mej ia , to awai t tr i a l by court mart ia l , in pu rsuance of the decree aga i nst

t ra i tors and i nvaders promu lgated by J uarez on J anuary 25 , 1862. On J une 1 3 th ,

he was arra igned and condemned to death on the 1 5 th . The sentence wa s ap
proved by Genera l .Escobedo who fixed the fo l low i ng day for the execu t i on
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army a t Queretaro . On the n igh t of J une 1 7th , a determ i ned sort i e wa s repu l sed

wi th considerab le l oss and On the 1 9th the Austr ian aux i l i ar i es cap i tu l a ted .

On the 21 3 t, the c i ty su rrendered , Marquez hav i ng gone i n to h id i ng , wi th h i s

fami l y , after resign i ng h is posi t i on . D i az occup i ed the cap i ta l and d i sposed

of h is l arge number of pr i soners i n three pr i sons and carefu l l y safeguarded the

r i gh ts of the i nhab i tan ts and adm i n i stered orderly the affa i rs of the c i ty s o that

he was able to hand over the ' la rg e s um of three hundred thousand dol l ars on

restor i ng the governmen t to the pres iden t .

A ga i n , J uarez en tered the capi ta l i n t r i umph , the peop l e man i fest i ng i n tense

del igh t and enthusi asm on
'

the occasi on , the 1 5 th of J u ly . The d i sposa l o f the

sentences aga i nst I mperia l i sts wa s ear l y conc l uded,grea t l en i ency bei ng extended

toward them . Marquez and some other l eaders escaped , and fina l lya g enera l

amnesty was proc la imed on
'

October 1 3th , 1 870 , except i ng on ly Archb i shop
Labast ida and Genera l s U raga and Marquez .

-Of the other d i stu rbers , ment ion

need be made on ly Of Santa Anna , who had returned to Mex ico and been con
d e m ne d to eigh t years

’

ban i shmen t . H e di ed at the cap i ta l on J u ne 4 , 1 876 .

The work of rehab i l i ta t i on of the po l i t i ca l and busi ness cond i t i on of the

nat ion wa s a task tha t ca l l ed for g rea t wi sdom and energy on the
“

part of the

execu t ive . J uarez wa s re-e l ec ted pres iden t and endeavored to effect some changes

in the const i tu t i on , bu t in V i ew of the oppos i t i onof some of h is supporters , the
1 85 7 const i tu t i on was .re-estab l i shed . The pres iden t of the supreme cou rt was

Sebast i an Lerdo de Tej ada . J uarez s ucceeded in e stab l i sh ing d i p loma t i c re la

t ions wi th the European powers wh i ch had recogn i zed the I mperi a l governmen t .
H e in s tituted

'

a change in the admi n i st ra t i ve di vi s i ons by erect i ng the States

of M o re los and H i da lgo , i n 1868 and 1869 , respect ive l y , i n honor of the i nde

pe nd e nce patr io t martyrs . H is first term wa s distu rbed by i nsurrect ions and

the fami l i arpronunciam i entos , bu t the government prompt ly a nd fi rm ly repressed

them , s o that he was re-elected and entered a ga i n on a fou r years
’

term on

December 1 , 1 871 .

On J u ly 1 8, 1872, J uarez d ied sudden ly .

“ I n the regenerati on of h is country
dur i ng a per i od of exhaust ion that resu l ted from the war aga i nst the I mperi a l i sts
and from the prev ious i nsu rrect ionary movements of the cen tra l i sts, the labors of

JUare z were d i rected wi th patr i ot i c IS i ncer i ty a nd great abi l i ty , and the march to
ward nat iona l conso l idat i on was wel l advanced . I mportan t ra i l roads and te legraph

l i nes were proj ected a nd estab l i shed and the prosperi ty of the repub l i c en larged .
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Lerdo de Tejada succeeded J ua re z by V i r tue of the const i tu t i on , and wi th the

acqu iescence of the fo l lowers of D i az . H e reta i ned the cab i net of h is predecessor
a nd qu i et ly d i rected the pub l i c affa i rs . To quench d i saffect i on , he proc la imed

amnesty for those who had taken up arms aga i nst J uarez , of wh i ch , however , D i az

refused to accept . The const i tu t i ona l e l ec t i on p laced Lerdo de Tejada i n office on
December 1 , 1872 , a nd he aga i n recogn i zed the Jua ris tas in maki ng up h i s cabi net .

POST OFF ICE , WEST COR R I DOR .

A very seri ous i nsu rrect ion broke ou t i n 1873 i n Tep i c , under the l eadersh i p
of Manuel Lozada , cac i que of A l i ca , who marched wi th e igh t thousand men aga i nst
Guada laj ara , bu t wa s complete ly rou ted by Ge n e ra l R am On Corona , and the d i s

trict of Tepi c subdued and occupi ed by the governmen t and Lozada wa s shot .
On May 29 , 1873 , Congress approved the reform of the laws a s to chu rch

a nd state and on September 25 th , the const i tuti on estab l i shed separa t i on of the

two ; freedom of rel i g ion ; c i v i c marr iage ; the r igh t of affirmat ion by wi tnesses ;

free l abor ; the i nv i o lab l e l i berty of Mexi cans as to l abor , educat i on and rel i g i on .
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The d i sputes wi th the c l er i ca l s had become bi tter , foreign J esu i t pr i ests had been

expel l ed from the count ry , even the nuns had been driven from thei r convents and

the S i sters of C hari ty were ban i shed i n 1 874 . I n December of th i s year , D i az

was el ected to the Federa l Congress and h i s fri ends i ns i sted on h i s candidacy for
the Presidency at the next e l ect ion .

Lerdo’s popu lar i ty a nd h is hold b ecame weakened ear ly i n 1 875 , and i n May

he secu red from cong ress persona l power and au thori ty i n respect to war and
finances . The Jua ris tas were no l onger ready to support h im so l id ly . The con

fl ict aroused by Presiden t Lerdo’s asp i rat ions and the consequent opposi t i on of
the fo l l owers of D i az had mean t ime p l unged the cou ntry i n to warfare . D i az

espec i a l l y had been i ndefa t igab l e and successfu l i n the fie ld . After Matamoros
came I camol e and these were fo l lowed by h is cu lmi nat i ng contest a t Tecoac .

H e had reached Oaxaca wi th great d ifficu l ty , bei ng ob l iged to travel from N orth

Me xico to N ew Or l eans , and thence to Vera C ruz in d isgu i se .

H e gave bat t l e to Genera l I gnac i o A l a torre on N ovember 1 6 , 1876 , and com

ple te ly defeated h im at Tecoac . Presiden t Lerdo abandoned the cap i ta l and wen t
to N ew York . On the 24th , D i az entered the cap ita l and organ i zed a government .

I gl esi as ma i n ta i ned that the proceed i ngs were no t const i tu t iona l and refused

to acqu i esce o n the cond i t i ons proposed . D i az entrusted the government to

Genera l J uan N . Mendez and took the field wi th Genera l Manuel Gonza l ez

aga i nst I g l es ias wi th an army of twelve thousand . D i az retu rned to the capi ta l

on February 1 877 , and resumed the execu t ive power provi s iona l ly . On

May s th , the peop l e e l ected h im const i tu t i ona l pres iden t for the term end i ng

N ovember 3 0 , 1 880 .

Though ga i n i ng the h ighest office by revol u t ionary means , D i az avo ided a l l

approach to subvers i on of popu lar r igh ts or d i c ta tor ia l ru l e . H is l i fe wa s qu i te un

ostentat ious ; he dec l i ned the state res idence and occupi ed h is own modest home .

One of the president
’

s first tasks wa s the re-estab l i shmen t of fr i end ly

foreign re lat ions ; he affected an am icab l e arrangemen t of border troub les . The

task of encou ragi ng foreign capi ta l to promote great enterpri ses , part i cu l ar ly

ra i l roads , was a l so earl y
-

taken up . The i ncrease of the pub l i c revenue and the

economic and honest admi n ist rat i on of pub l i c offices was zea lous ly promoted by

the pres ident whose labors resu l ted in marked advance in prosper i ty and en large

men t of Commerce and i ndustry and a regu lar bus i ness l i ke d ischarge of the

pub l i c servi ce wi th due regard to const i tu t iona l requ i rements .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 1 6 MEXICO

u t i l i t i es had been advocated and proj ected , bu t the t ime of act i on had not arr ived .

W i th the
“

c lear and dec i si ve j udgmen t character i st i c of the m an , wi th the fi rm

wi l l and wonderfu l capac i ty wi th wh i ch he was gifted, D i az imparted to h is

peop le the confidence he en terta i ned and h i s admi n i st ra t ion wa s so successfu l

that before i ts c l ose , in 1888, Mexi co had en tered on the open path of po l i t i ca l

so l id i ty and financ ia l and com m e rc ia l stab i l i ty . T h e crush i ng bu rden of fore ign

debt W as reduced ; the means of
'

t ransportat i on and commun i cat i on were im

proved and extended ; min i ng enterpr i ses were act i vel y fostered .

One of the prob l ems of ser ious i mport that early confron ted the preside n t

was the re lat i ons wi th Guatema la ari s i ng o ut of the arb i trary de cree of Pres ident

Barr ios of Guatema la “

that the con tro l of the five C e ntra l Ameri can repub l i cs

shou ld be i n h is hands . Presiden t D i az prompt ly protested aga i nst 5 0 despot i c

a c l a im and energ et i ca l l y prepared to support the protest by armed force , that

the o ld ri gh t of conquest should not preva i l among the free peopl es of Amer i ca .

The great dra i nage cana l , on e of . the notab l e modern engi neer i ng works
, wa s

begu n. at th is t ime . Peace wi th the ou ts ide world , and bu t m i nor I ndian upris

i ngs
,
wh i ch were qu i ck ly suppressed , gave the opportun i ty for works of re a l

advancement , wh i ch were un i n term i t ten t l y fo l lowed .

So imperat ive wa s the need of con t i nu i ng the d i rect i on of the country i n

the same hands , that an amendment was made to the const i tu t ion provid i ng

that the pres id ent shou ld b e
‘

e lig ib le to s ucceed h imsel f for one term . Accord
in g ly D i az wa s again i naugu rated on December 1 , 1 888, amid popu lar enthusiasm .

The sat i sfactory domest i c cond i t i ons perm i t ted of fu l l er en try i n to i n ternat iona l

com i ty and of p lac i ng Mexi co i n to c loser and bet ter defined re la t i ons wi th for

e ig n count r i es , a po l i cy that was prudentl y and successfu l ly carr i ed to the

conc lus i on of an ext radi t i on treaty with the Un i ted States and the creat ion

of an I n ternat iona l Boundary Commiss i on , t rea t i es of ami ty and commerce

wi th Great Br i ta i n , Japan and Braz i l , R uss i a and the Argent i ne R epubl i c .

Mexi co part i c i pated in the Pan-Ameri can Conference a t W ash ington i n Decem
ber

, 1889 ,
bei ng ab ly represented by her m in i ster of that day , Senor Math ias

R omero , and Ge ne ra l E nr ique A . Mexia .

Pub l i c improvemen t d id not ha l t and a su rvey of pub l i c lands was provided

for . An even t that marked the wide i n terva l of domest i c str i fe that a few short
years had bridged occu rred in the funera l honors shown to ex-President Lerdo
de Tej ada , who had d ied i n exi l e in N ew York , h i s obsequ i es i n the N at i ona l
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cap i ta l be i ng at tended by Pres iden t D i az and a l l h i s m i n i sters as wel l as the

l ead i ng statesmen of the coun try .

I n 1892 , s o remarkab le had been the advance made , so comp letely had the

act iv i t i es of the nat ion been weaned from
.

fratr i c ida l st ruggles and d i rec ted

i n to channel s tha t were bu i ld i ng a magn ificen t her i tage , tha t fu rther const i

tutio na l prov i s i ons were adopted abo l i sh i ng a l l rest r i c t i ons u pon the e l igi b i l i ty

of the pres iden t to succeed h imse l f , in order tha t the d i rect i on of affa i rs m igh t

not be j eopard i zed by a change in the po l i cy of the governmen t .

The pub l i c en terpr i ses u nder way , the extensi on of publ i c i nstruct ion

throughou t the coun try , the developmen t of m i n i ng and agri cu l tu re and the

growi ng transporta t i on a nd commun i cat i on systems were matters of vita l

i mportance to the wel fare of the nat i on and cou ld bear no postponemen t except

a t the cost of the presen t and the fu tu re .

The keynote of Pres iden t D i az
’

s asp i ra t i on and se l f-i mposed ob l igat i on
,

is fou nd in h i s message to Congress o n September
‘

1 6 , 1892 : The poten
’

t

i nfluence of peace , wh i ch i s now fortu na te l y conso l ida ted , wi l l u ndoubted ly

be of grea t serv i ce to the repub l i c in its progress i ve developmen t .
“ Even i f du r i ng the pres ident ia l term tha t i s abou t to term i na te no other

advan tage than th i s i nest imab le benefi t shou ld have been secu red , my asp i ra t i ons

wou ld have been sat i sfied , because the obta i n i ng of greater happ i ness for the

Mexi can peopl e i s pr i nc i pa l l y due to the v i rtues tha t have '

pre s e rve d men i n

the
‘

critica l per i od of the i r h i story and to the i r love of order , economy a nd l a bor ,
wh i ch wi l l p lace them some day among the na t i ons most apt to gather the fru i ts

of ou r modern ci v i l i za t ion .

D ur i ng the next term , for wh i ch D iaz wa s pract i ca l l y unan imous ly el ected ,

stud ious care in the cu l t i vat i on and extens ion of fr i end ly foreign i n tercou rse was

the dom i nan t po l i cy . I n terna l affa i rs were responsi ve to the improved finan

c ia l measu res ; and every opportun i ty was sough t i n encou ragemen t of fore ign

cap i ta l to susta i n and extend the i ndustr ia l and co m m e rc ia l developmen t .

I n 1 894 , Mexi co effected a sat i sfac tory adj ustmen t of boundari es wi th Grea t

Bri ta i n in respec t of the Yuca tan— Bel i ze de l im i ta t ions , wh i ch had aroused
perp lex i ng controversy . The admi n i st ra t ion was ca l l ed u pon to exerc i se

prudence a nd j ea l ousy i n dea l i ng wi th Guatema la i n the same year, when a

g e ne ra l sen t i men t favored war in consequence of i l l ega l acts charged aga i nst

Guatem a lan offic ia ls w ith in '

M ex ican terr i tory .
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The fi nanc ia l a ffa i rs of the republ i c had stead i ly i mproved and dur i ng th i s

admi n i st ra t ion sa t i sfac tory terms were arranged for the serv i ce of the foreign

d ebt . The d i p l omat i c rel a t ions were ma i n ta i ned on the bas is of the st ri c test

and j ustest recogn i t i on of i n terna t iona l r ight and Mexi co enjoyed the respect

and confidence of the world . A memorab le i nc ident of th i s per iod was the
opi n i on expressed bv Pres iden t D i az o n the qua l i ty and appl i ca t i on of the Monroe

Doctri ne . Th i s op i n ion wa s both ab l e a nd j ud i c i ous to a h igh degree . I t carr i ed

the pri nc i p l e of ma i n ta i n i ng the in te g ritv of the repub l i cs beyond the l im i ta t ions

H I STOR ICAL CORN ER IN M EX ICO C I TY .

1 s i ngl e Ameri can repub l i c and c la i med as a r ight and du ty the co-opera t ion
of a l l American repub l i cs to secure the i n tegr i ty of e i ther . A t the same t ime i t
i nd icated that such co-opera t i on shou ld be sough t by the aggr ieved nat ion and .

moreover . t ha t the occas i on shou ld be such as shou ld c l ear ly i nvo lve the i n tegr i ty
of the na t i on a nd he . more over reserve d fro

'

m ou ts ide i nfluence quest ions tha t

migh t affec t na t i ona l honor .

Before the c lose of th i s term more than e qu i l i br i um had been estab l i she d

betwe en revenues and expenses, for a considerab le su rp l us remai ne d in the

treasurv. whi le concurre n tlva l l branches of the pub l i c serv i ce had bee n indic i
ous ly prov ided for and great str ides taken in publ i c works .
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The de legates to the second Pan-Ameri can C onference assembled i n the
C i ty of Mexi co , i n 1 901 . The occasi on was cr i t i ca l owi ng to the stra i ned

rel at ions then ex i st i ng among some of the sou thern repub l i cs , and i t is a tr i bu te

to the emi nen t posi t i on recogn ized a s belongi ng to Mex i co that the labor of the

conference resu l ted i n the conc l us ion of a ser i es of important treat i es and agree

ments tend i ng to the Wel fare of the nat i ons of the Ameri can c ont i nent .

For some t ime a con troversy ‘had cont i nued wi th the Un i ted States in regard

to c la ims of the C atho l i c chu rch in C a l i forn ia a nd the case wa s presen ted to the

A PART OF T H E O LD AQUEDUCT O F CHAPULTE PEC .

I n ternat iona l Arb i trat i on C ourt at The H ague , i n 1 902 . The dec i s ion wa s adverse

to Mexi co bu t i t wa s accepted and acted upon loya l ly by that cou ntry . Th i s

wa s the first case before the I n ternat i ona l cou rt to wh i ch Mexi co wa s a party .

D i p lomat i c rel at i ons were offic i a l ly establi shed wi th C uba , i n 1 902, and wi th

Persia , in 1 903 , and Iegat ions were estab l i shed in the sou thern repub l i cs . Ar
rangemen ts for peacefu l adj ustment of d i spu tes by arb i t rat i on were made wi th

Venezue la and further evidence is thus given of the cordia l sympathy of the Mex

i can peopl e and its governmen t wi th a l l courts to promote i n ternat i ona l am i ty .

The C i ty of Mexi co , in 1 903 , was fina l l y in the enj oym en t of a completed

dra i nage system wh i ch made the condi t i on of the cap i ta l enviab l e . The same
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year marks the e l im i nat ion of ye l l ow fever as a n ep idem i c . I n other d i rec t i ons
,

a lso , progress con t i nued to be the constan t i ncen t ive of the governmen t .

An importan t change i n the const i tu t i on was made respect i ng the presiden
t ia l term and the e l ect i on of the vi ce-pres iden t . The former wa s extended to

si x years , tha t of the la t ter to be concu rren t , and h i s e lect i on made sim i la r to

tha t of the presiden t . Fo l l owi ng th i s change came the a lmost unan imous
re-e lec t ion of D i az and the e l ect ion of R amon Corra l to the v i ce-pres idency .

One of the most i n terest i ng a nd usefu l i nc iden ts of late happen i ng in Mexi co

was fu rn i shed by the v i s i t , in 1 907 , of Mr . El i h u R oot , Secretary of State . H is

recept i on and en terta i nment , sp l end id and magn ificent , afforded the most com

p le te evidence of the honor in wh i ch the governmen t of wh i ch he was s o em i nen t

a member was h e ld and of the h igh esteem and regard en terta i ned for the Amer
i can nat ion by Mex i co . The con trast drawn by Mr . R oot between the Mex i co

of 1 869 , as seen by Secreta ry Seward a nd tha t v iewed by Mr . R oot so sharply

po i n ts the progress made tha t i t may wel l be recorded in the speaker
’

s words :

Then was a count ry torn by c iv i l war sunk in poverty , i n d i stress , in a lmost

hel p lessness . N ow I find the cou ntry great in i ts prosperi ty , in i ts wea l th , in

i ts act iv i ty and en terpr i se , i n the mora l st rength of i ts j ust and equa l l aws , and

una l terab l e pu rpose to advance i ts peop le stead i lya long the path of progress .

Mr . Presiden t , the peop l e of the Un i ted Sta tes fee l tha t the wor ld owes th i s

great change ch i efly to you . They are gratefu l to you for i t , for they rej o i ce

in the prosperi ty and happ i ness of Mex ico .

Such was the glowi ng tr i bu te to the lofty a ims and the grea t ach i evemen ts

of Mexi co . So strong a sympathy offic ia l l y between the grea t governmen ts

of the northern con t i nent may w e ll i nsp i re confidence in the fu tu re of Mexi co .

O ther i nstances of the mu tua l fr i endsh i p of the two repub l i cs are seen i n the

enthusiasm shown on the occas ion of the ce l ebrat i on of Mexi co
’

s I ndependence

Day at the J amestown Exposi t i on in 1 907 , a t wh i ch the repub l i c d i sp layed a
noteworthy exh i b i t . The grea t banquet of the C hamber of Commerce of N ew

York in N ovember , 1 908, afforded an opportun i ty to Ameri cans to test i fy thei r
regard for the pres ident a nd peop l e of Mex i co , wh i ch they d id en thusiast i ca l ly .

F i na l l y , the meet i ng of the two Presidents of N orth Amer ica ’s repub l i cs on the
fron t i er o n October 6 , 1 909 , was as fr i end ly as i t wa s ceremon ious .

The h i stor i cal meet i ng of Pres iden t Taft of the Un i ted Sta tes and Presiden t

D i az of Mexi co occurred a t the fron t i er of the two coun tr i es on Oc tober 6 , 1 909 .
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The exchange of cou rtes i es was i n i t i ated by the Mexi can Execu t ive in terms
eu logi st i c of Presiden t Taft . who i n tu rn pa id honor and tr i bu te to President

D i az and Mexi co . President D i az , i n fu l l dress un i form ,
made bri l l i an t wi th

gold lace . and weari ng many decorat i ons , driven i n a carr i age r i ch l y go ld-mounted

and drawn by bl ack

horses , crossed the in

te rnationa l bridge wi th

an escort of t roops and

was received wi th cord

ia l greet i ng on beha lf

of the U n i ted States

by Secretary of W a r

D i c k i nson , at tended by

a body of Ameri can
t roops , on reach i ng the

boundary of the Un i ted

States . H ere as a g ue s t
of the s i ster republ i c

he left h i s own carr iage

and entered i nto one

provided by the Ameri can author i t i es wh ile a sa l ute of twenty-one guns was
fired . Escorted by a large body of art i l lery he was dr iven through the streets
of E l Paso to the C hamber of Comm erce Bu i ld i ng , where he was awa i ted by

the American President at tended by h i s state and federa l offic i a l s . A long the
route l oud and cont i nuous cheers greeted D i az , who was accompan i ed by Genera l

Cosi o , min i ster of wa r ; O l egari o Mol i no , mi n i ster of commerce and i ndust ry ;

Senor C reel , of Ch ihuahua , former ambassador to the Un i ted States ; now secre

tary of state ; Co lone l Pabl o Escandon , ch i ef of the m i l i ta ry staff ; and Senor de la

Barra of the Mexi can Commi ttee of Arrangements . Forma l greet i ngs hav i ng
been made and presentat ion of offic ia l s , the two pres idents ret i red for a pr ivate

i n terv i ew
,
attended on ly by Governor C reel .

The conference in the chamber of commerce over , a nd the Mexi can pres iden t

hav i ng retu rned wi th i n h i s own terr i tory , Presiden t Taft was soon o n h i s way
across the i nternat iona l br idge to J uarez . H e was received b y the escort of
President D i az wi th a l l the di st i nct i on that had been accorded to the Mexican

A COUNTRY ROAD I N PUEBLA . SHOW ING POPOCATE PET L .
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A n occasion wh i ch wi l l serve to strengthen the bonds exi st i ng between the two

neighbori ng nat i ons , whose respect i ve el emen ts of l i fe and i n terest find in them

selves rec i proca l complemen t and enhanceme nt .

Toast i ng t he Presiden t of Mexi co , Presiden t Taft sa id :

The a im and idea l s of ou r two nat i ons are iden t i ca l , the i r sympathy

mu tua l and l ast i ng and the wor ld has become su re of a vast neu tra l zone of peace

in wh i ch the con tro l l i ng asp i rat ion of e i ther nat ion is the i nd iv idua l
’

s human

happ i ness . I dr i n k to my fri end , the pres iden t of th is great repub l i c , to h is

con t i nued long l i fe and happ i ness , a nd to the never-endi ng bond of mu tua l

sympathy between Mexi co and the Un i ted States .

The guests on th i s s ign ificant occasion numbered o ne
'

hund red and fifty , the

C i ty of E l Paso presen ted commemorat ive l ovi ng cups of gold to the .two pres i

dents . Soon after each pres ident was
'

on h i s way back to h is seat of govern

men t . The Ameri can pres iden t wa s escorted to h is own terr i tory am id a
bewi lder i ng b laze of-t l ig ht and attended by the shou ts of happy wel come of

the peopl e of the p i ctu resque Mexi can town .

Th i s un ique event , of happy promi se for the m utua l wel fare and progress of
’

the s i ster repub l i cs i naugu ra ted a phase of rel at i ons that shou ld make s imp ler the

work of cooperat ion between the governmen ts of the Un i ted Sta tes and Mex i co .

PR I VATE L I BRARY OFONE OF MEX ICO'S PROMIN ENT LAWYERS
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and is most affab le in h is manners , of a good heart and extremely gene rous ,

ye t i f an in j u ry
'

or i nj ust i ce is done h im he resents i t wi th the greatest d e te rm in

at i on and energy . Th is qua l i ty ex i sts i n a ll great m e n who
,
wh i l e ever ready

to have j ust i ce done , are a l so prompt to pun i sh evi l . One who enters i n to com

bat
,
whether physi ca l o r mora l , wi l l never come off conqueror un l ess posses sed

of force and perseverance .

President D i az
’

s mother , of the fami l y of M o rys , cam e from Astu r ias , whose
strong and va l i an t sons were noted for the i r i ndependen t sp i r i t and the i r anc i en t

l i neage , possess i ng the impetuosi ty of the C e l ts and the frankness and i n tegri ty

of the Goths . H er grandfa ther , a Span iard , marr i ed an I nd ian woman , who was

Ge ne ra l D i az
’

s grea t-gra ndmother , -s o that i n the vei ns of Po rfirio i s m ixed the

b lood of the proudest provi nces of Spa i n wi th that of the h ighest nat ions of Amer
i ca

, a s the M izte cas were fu l l y as advanced in c iv i l i zat ion a s were the Aztecas .

H i s fa ther ren ted in Oaxaca the property known as the Meson de la So ledad
,

where Po rfirio was born . There were s ix other ch .i ldren ,
-
_two of whom d ied i n

i nfancy . I n 1 83 3 , the As i at i c cho lera i nvaded Mexi co and among its vi ct ims
was C apta i n D i az . Th i s wa s a great b low to the fam i l y , as the mother

’

s hea l th

was del i cate and her ch i ldre n young , bu t she had a ll the energy of her race , and

at ‘her husband
’

s death s he con t i nued wi th the inn (m es on ) and showed i n every

way great fi rmness and inte l l i gence , mai n ta i n i ng wi th v igor in a l l her acts her

i n tegri ty a s wife and mother
.
She possessed fine feel i ngs,wa s i ndustr ious and

hosp i tab l e , courteous and d ign ified . W i th a l l her modesty and del i cate i nst i ncts

s he wa s brave,and
.

i n those tumu l tuous t imes , i f necessary , cou ld us e arms
“

i n

defence of herse lf and ch i ldren . H er great desi re was that her“ ch i ldren shou ld
receive such i n tel l ectua l deve l opment as shou ld fi t them for any p lace wh i ch

they shou ld be ca l l ed to occupy .

Porfirio wa s i n a pr imary schoo l un t i l he was seven years o ld . A t fou r
teen he en tered the sem i nary d i rected by R oman C atho l i c ecc l es i ast i cs . There

were severa l reasons for h is en ter i ng th i s sem i nary rather than the Governmen t

i nst i tu t ion of arts and sc iences . Busi ness mat ters had not been prosperous wi th

h is mother , and l i t t l e by l i t t le , s he wa s ob l iged to s e ll her be longi ngs to mai n

ta i n and educate her fam i ly . I n the sem inary a id was rendered brigh t studen ts .

The father had des i red that h is sons b e educated for the chu rch .

After studyi ng for a t ime to prepare h imse lf, he fe l t tha t he shou ld do
someth i ng to a id h is mother , whose means had become exhausted , and he
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commenced to give l essons i n h i s l e i su re hou rs . W h i l e do i ng th i s he came i n

con tac t wi th Don Marcos Pere z , J udge of the Supreme Cou rt of the State and

Professor i n the Governmen t I nst i tu te of Arts and Sc i ences . H e became very
fond of Po rfirio , whom he often took to the i nst i tu te , d i scussi ng wi th h im the

tendency of extend i ng c iv i l and rel i g ious l i berty .

One day Pere z i nv i ted h im to be presen t a t the d istr i bu t i on of pr i zes i n the

C i v i l Co l l ege of the State . The Governor , Ben i to J uarez , was presen t and

Po rfirio was presen ted to h im . J uarez had known Po rfirio
’

s father s l i gh t ly , and

had heard of the m any efforts wh i ch the s o n was maki ng to get a n educa t i on

so as to be h i s mother
’

s staff and comfort . The Governor spoke encou ragi ng ly
and young D i az found therei n the foun ta i n of ambi t ion and a source of des i res

,

hopes and nob le asp i rat ions .

As he rea l i zed the cond i t ion of h i s coun try he s aw noth i ng bu t perd i t i on
,

the cu rse of Spa i n and the pern i c i ous resu l ts of i l l d i rec ted efforts to force u pon

the Mex i can peop le re l i g ion and Eu ropean c iv i l i zat ion , and he reso lved to
consecra te h i s l i fe to h i s country . As a l i t t l e boy in h i s p lay he had ever
been a so ld i er , and had a lways been made the leader or genera l by the other

boys , so that h i s i nc l i nat i ons to and capac i ty for a mi l i tary l i fe were ear ly seen

by h i s fr iends .

W hen the wa r wi th the Un i ted Sta tes commenced in 1847 , Po rfirio
’

s heart

was fi l l ed wi th en thusiasm to figh t for h i s coun try , and , wi th severa l of h i s

co l lege mates , he pet i t i oned the Governor to send them to the fron t tha t they

migh t he l p figh t the enemy . Governor Gue rque p laced the i r names on h is l i st ,

and the you ths were i nscr i bed upon the ro l l of the nat iona l guard , wh i ch con

si sted of o n e batta l i on , and wh i ch , by reason of the extreme you th of those

composi ng i t , rece ived the ep i thet Better than noth i ng .

W hen Po rfirio was n i neteen and had fin i shed h i s preparatory stud i es , the

B i shop offered to confer on h im i n the fo l lowi ng year the lesser orders , and to

give h im a scho larsh i p . D i az then dec lared h i s i n ten t ion of study i ng j u r i s

prudence in the i nst i tu te . The pre la te wa s su rpr i sed a t a young m an in needy

c i rcumstances d i sregard i ng such va l uab l e a id . I t wa s considered a mad dec i s ion .

H is unc le , the B i shop , wi thdrew h is he l p a nd forbade h im h is house .

Materna l tears affec ted the heart of the affect ionate s o n , and a l though
'

i nsensi b l e to the counse l s of the B i shop as a l so to h is th reats , he promi sed to do

as h is mother des i red . A l though a p ious and devoted chu rchwoman , wi th
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great desi res for h is sp i r i tual and tempora l prosper i ty s he did
“

not wi sh to go

con traryto h is wi l l and to o b l ige or persuade h im to fo l l ow a ca l l i ng tha t . wou ld
be di sagreeab le to h im . She l eft h im free to fo l low h is i ncl inat ions .

She l i ved long enough to s e e the pract i ca l wi sdom of her son
’

s determ i nat ion ,

as after a few years came that b low wh i ch destroyed the power of th e C hu rch

and p laced a l im i t upon its i nfluence ,

wh i l e m e n of i n tel l i gence and pos i

t i on fou nd free scope i n the profe s

s ion of the law .

Po rfirio D i az entered the i nst i

tu te and commenced i n a systemat i c

manner the study of j u r i sprudence ,

hel p i ng h imse lf by teachi ng . J uarez ,

who had not for-got ten h im , gave

h im the posi t i on of l i brarian . After
four years of study , hav i ng been

e lected ass i stan t professor of R om an

law even before graduat i ng , he had ,

i n compl iance wi th the law , to enter

a l aw office and pract i se two years ,

as the course of study requ i red .

D ur i ng th i s t ime— 1 85 3 — S an ta

Anna , who. was made D i ctator , im

proved every
'

opportun i ty to de

stroy h i s Opponents , and J uarez was

arrested and taken to Vera C ruz ,
whence after rece iv i ng most crue l t rea tmen t i n pr i son , he embarked for Havana ,
goi ng even tua l ly to N ew Or leans to l i ve . H is . b us ine s s affa i rs were passed ovei’

to h i s assoc i a te , Senor Pere z , bu t the la t te r havi ng been impr i soned short ly after

for ho ld i ng correspondence wi th some of . the opponen ts of San ta Anna , Po rfirio
D i az took sol e charge . H e gave proof '

of h is honesty and act iv i ty and -showed

great sk i l l i n the exerc i se of h is profess ion .

Seei ng the i nj ust i ce exerc i sed i n vot i ng for the D i cta tor , he and other

students were i nd ignan t at the unj ust ifiab l e d i splay of power . However , when
he s aw the frauds commi tted , the young patr i ot could S upport i t no longer , and

SENORA Do m . CARMEN ROM E RO '

RUBIO DE D IA Z.
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ga ined in Tehuan tepec i n N ovember , 1 85 9 , the Governmen t rewarded h im wi th

the rank of co lonel . On the s th of Aug ust , 1 860 , D i az won another -v ictory

over Cobos i n Oaxaca .

ESCORTING TH E PRESIDENT TO TH E NATIONAL PALACE , 5TH OF M AY .

D i az loved above a l l th i ngs a mi l i tary l i fe , and cou ld not bear the though t

of separat ing h imse l f from the arm y . On the batt lefie ld , su rrounded by
'

h is

fa i thfu l compan ions , he e xpe rie nce d more than anywhere el se the p leasure of

sat i sfied amb i t ion . There he cou ld Open up for h imse lf a way w ithouts o great ly
con tendi ng aga i nst the j ea lous i es and envy wh i ch m ight be encountered i n legi s
l at ive ha l l s . The hards h i ps of war had-been un t i l now h is sweets of l i fe , and the

no ise Of b at t l e st i l l resounded i n h is ears l i ke harmon ious musi c . Bu t he had

to submi t to h is l o t and r epa i r to the Cap ita l of the R epub l i c , there to work as a

l egi s la tor , havi ng ga i ned another step in the ladder Of fame.

A l though v i rtua l ly the Conse rvat ive forces W ere destroyed , some ch iefs ,
who cou l d find no better occupat i on than to l ive by War, were a ided by the church

and the prospects Of
'

b oo ty. Leonardo Marquez , one Of the most promi nen t
of these revo l u t ionary ch iefs , on J une 24 , 186 1 , at tempted an at tack on the

C ap i ta l . Congress was in sess ion whe n the unexpected news reached them of
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h is arr i va l . D i az , a sol d i er fi rst of a l l , asked perm i ss i on to ret i re and hastened

to the scene of danger . The forces from Oaxaca , whi ch were quartered i n the

conven t of San Fernando under Genera l Mej ia , res i sted Marquez ’s at tack ,
and

C o lonel D i az
’

s a rriva l wa s ce l ebrated wi th cheers from h is
’

o ld compan ions i n

arms , whose enthusiasm he se rved to rev ive . Mej i a glad ly accepted h is a id ,

and the vi ctory was the i rs .

The importance of the support tha t D i az here gave can be bet ter understood

by the reward that the Governmen t conferred on h im by giv i ng the command

Of the br igade of Oaxaca to h im wi th the order to j o i n Ortega
’

s d iv i s i on , and

to march on and destroy the rest of the C onserva t i ve forces .

On the 1 3 th of August , 1 86 1 , the fou rth ann iversary of one of h i s fi rst

tr i umphs , D i az , wi th h i s few so ld i ers , ga i ned another vi ctory over Marquez and

h is fou r thousand men . I n h i s a t tack upon Marquez he had d i sobeyed Genera l

TH E TR I BUNAL , ST H OF MAY.

Ortega . I t was not p leasan t to th i s brave so ld i er to fee l tha t a l l the g lory of that

campa ign belonged to a subord i nate . The vi ctory was remarkable , D i az had l ess

than three hundred men and Marquez fou r thousand . I n th i s encounter D i az
’

s
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l ife was in pe ri l. He ha d entered . the ranks of the enemy unattended , as he led

the attack , bu t the i nst i nc t of h is charger seem ed to rea l i ze the danger and he

carr i ed h im back safely . to h i s own t roops . The command on th i s occas ion had

been given to D i az , Mej ia be i ng i l l and glad ly accept i ng h is a id . For h i s grea t
s e rv ice

‘

D iaz was promoted to the rank of br i gad i er-genera l .

Marquez , wi th the remnan t of h i s broken army fled i n haste bu t made a

stand at, Pachuca and R ea l de l Monte , bu t suffered S i gna l defeat on the 20th Of

October . W i th these events , th e Conservat i ve force was broken and the W a r

of R eform pract i ca l l y c losed .

A new stage in the career of D i az wa s abou t to Open . The French in te rve n
t i on was a imed aga i nst the t rue nat i ona l i za t ion of Mex i co . H ere the Mex i cans
were tra i torous ly engaged wi th the fore ign i nvader in an effort to ove rthrow the
repub l i c . J uarez , who had been el ected const i tu t i ona l president , sen t the army

aga i nst the enemy , who h ad broken the conven t ion of La Sol edad . D i az was

o rd e red
‘

to l ead h is brigade to the Pass of Acu l tz i ngo to a id in its d efense . H e
fi rst engaged the enemy at Escamela between Or i zaba and Cordova and reach i ng
Puen te Co lorado he strongly estab l ished h is force and then d id va lorous and

effect ive work in ho ld i ng back the vanguard of the enemy , afford i ng sav i ng hel p

to the vanqu i shed and by h is marked sk i l l and bravery giv i ng much-needed

confidence to the nat iona l troops , whose lack Of organ i zat i on and means of defense

were the cruc i a l tests that proved the qua l i ty of genera l sh i p . The great v i ctory

Of Acu l tz i ngo on Apri l 28th , proved that D i az wa s a master of strategy and

a lertness coup l ed wi th the most remarkabl e measu re of audac i ty and brave ry .

The Mexi cans ret i red to Pueb la and reached there May 3 d On the
.

next

day , Ge ne ra l Zaragoza addressed h is officers u rgi ng h is army to figh t to the

last , s o that even though i t were not poss i b l e to
'

be vi c tor ious . The batt le on

the s th proved a vi ctory for the patr i ots , the record Of wh i ch i s enshri ned i n the

hearts Of the peop l e and serves to thr i l l them an d the i r ch i ldren wi th patr i ot ic

fervor . The par t that D iaz took i n th i s memorab le vi ctory was a most dec i s ive

o ne and none knew the serv i ce he rendered in that
“

for lorn hope better than

the great genera l who was i n ch ief command . D i az aga i n met the French at
O r i zaba on J une 1 4th .

C i v i l and mi l i tary du t ies now devolved on D i az , to whom was confided

the admi n i stra t i on of the State Of Vera Cruz . The French had b e e n
'

re info rce d

and aga i n Pueb la was i nvested . The Mex ican army was now under the ch i ef
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of h is coun try
’

s foe , as
'

the pr i ce of abandon i ng the-“struggle for i ndependence

on ly arous e d h is scorn . N o t lOng after the v i ctory. of Taxco he was promoted

to the rank of maj or-genera l .

S lowly and wi th di fficu l ty had D i az created an army when Marsha l Baza i ne

took command of the I mper i a l army , a force of e igh teen thousand men wi th forty

e igh t g uns ,
'

and la id s i ege to Oaxaca . D i az , governor as wel l as commander ,
mai nta i ned a most stubborn defence du r i ng severa l weeks

,
bu t he cou ld not,

is sp i te of h is br i l l i an t efforts , figh t starvat ion and , l ack i ng ammun i t i on,su rrender

was i nevi tab l e . W i thou t a flag of t ru ce or other safeguard , and under the fi re

of the enemy , th i s i n trep id
”

genera l sough t the headquarters of the French com
mander , accompan i ed on ly by C o lonel s Angu lo and Echegaray , and su rrendered

on February 9 , 1 86 5 .

“To the greet i ng of Baza i ne that he had retu rned to h is

promise and wou ld not aga i n take u p arms against h is sovere ign , D i az rep l i ed

unhesi ta t i ngly that he owed a l l egi ance on ly to the Mexi can nat ion and no other

wou ld he serve or recogn i ze s Baza i ne be l i ev i ng that D i az had bee n l i berated

ear l i er on parole , severe l y reproached h im for h i s breach of fa i th, bu t findi ng on

reference to the regi ster that D i az had not s igned any documen t , he gave orders

for h is i mpri sonmen t . F i rst , he wa s confined in San Loreto , then ‘

in San ta

C l ara , and fina l l y in the conven t of La Com pan ia . W h i l e i n the first named

pr is on strong efforts were made to i nduce the pri soners to take the oath of a l l eg

iance to Maximi l i an , many officers succumbed to the temptat ion , and to i n t im i

date the others , severa l officers were l ed forth and .shot at m idn igh t . Fou r a t
l east

,
i nc l ud i ng D i az , could not be shaken i n thei r a l l egiance .

‘I n the conven t

of Santa Catari na,D i az worked for near ly five months diggi ng a tunnel to lead to
the street . Before i t wa s comp leted , he was removed to the conven t of La C om
pan i a . The story

“

of h is escape from th i s convent s o str i k i ngly i l l ustrates the

determ i nat ion and resou rcefu l character of the hero , that in sp i te of frequen t

te l l i ng , i t shou ld be repeated here .

D i az had secured ropes , wh i ch were smuggl ed i n to the bath room under h is

c l ean c lothes . H e wound these around h i s body under h is c lothes , to avo id the i r
be i ng d i scovered . H e had a wel l-sharpened dagger . I n preparat i on for h is

attempt , he ro l l ed three of the ropes , wh i ch , wi th a th i rd i n reserve , and h is

dagger he h id under the bed c lothes on the afternoon of September 20th . W hen

the si gna l sounded at n ight for ret i remen t of the pr i soners , he stepped ou t on an

open ba lcony
‘c lose to the roofs wh i ch overlooked an i nner cou rtyard . The th ree
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ropes he carr i ed concea l ed i n a c loth a nd not be i ng observed cast them on a

neighbori ng roof . The rema i n i ng rope wa s then t i ed to a proj ect i ng stone gut ter

tha t prom i sed suffic i en t strength . Th i s was not easi l y or very qu i ck ly acco m

plis he d as i t was very dark , bu t i t was done and after test i ng i ts st reng th care

fu l ly , by th i s D i az c l imbed to the roof . H e then t i ed h i s fou r ropes together
To reach the po i n t from wh i ch the capt i ve wou ld descend was very hazar

dous , the conven t be i ng over looked by a neighbor i ng chu rch , where a sent i nel

CORR IDOR AT CHAPULT E PEC .

was a lways on guard . Cau t i ously cross i ng the roof, frequen t ly on hands and

knees , the genera l passed a l ong two sides of the courtyard , exposed to the danger

of d i scovery by the flashes of l i ght n i ng tha t fre q rie n tly l igh ted up the sky and

a l so by the danger of betray i ng h imse l f through the no i se he migh t cause by

tread i ng o n fragmen ts of broken t i l e a nd glass sca ttered over the roof . H e
then proceeded erect and seek i ng to ascerta i n i f an a larm had been given , h i s foot

sl i pped on the we t masonry and he was a lmost prec i p i tated through a wi ndow . A
very hazardous part of the roof had yet to be crossed before the po i n t of descent

cou ld b e -reached , namely the side where the chap la i n dwel t . Th i s chap la i n had

denounced some t ime before severa l pol i t i ca l pr i soners who had cu t the i r way
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through h i s rooms and on h i s evidence they were shot . A l most breath less ,
D i az l et h i mse lf down to the chapla i n

’

s roof a t a po i n t oppos i te the p lace where

he had ascended and fina l ly reached the

San R oque corner where he had p lanned

to descend . A t th i s corner was a statue
of San Vi ncen t Ferrer abou t wh ich he in
tended to fasten h is rope , bu t on tou ch i ng

i t , i t a ppeared ready to fa l l and a l though

he supposed i t m ight have -ah i ron sup
port , he deemed it safer to t i e the rope

arou nd the base of i ts pedesta l , wh i ch

seemed strong enough to bear h is weigh t .

I t occu rred to D i az that he m igh t be

seen i f he descended at the corner of the

street , so he dec ided to lower h imsel f by

the s ide of the bu i ld i ng away from the

corner and in the shadow . On reach i ng

the second story h i s foot s l i pped and he

fel l qu i te a d i stance i n to a p igsty . A t
the same t ime h i s dagger s l i pped from its

sheath and fa l l i ng on on e of the p igs

probab ly wounded i t , and when he stum

bled among them they squea led loud ly .

Fortunate ly ,
. no one was passi ng at the momen t a nd h is discovery was avo ided .

H e wa i ted t i l l the an ima ls qu ieted down and then l eaped over a low garden
fence i n to the street , on ly to beat a qu i ck retreat on seei ng a po l i ceman making

h is round . The m an soon passed and D i az , much rel i eved , bu t a lmost exhausted

from fat igue , hastened to a house where he knew a horse , a servan t and a gu ide

wou ld be found . Arr ived there , the -th ree , wi th loaded p i sto l s , l eaped i n to the
sadd le and after evadi ng a moun ted patrol reached the ou tsk i rts of Pueb la.

Contrary to h i s expectat i on he was no t stopped at the c i ty gates by the sent i ne l s ,

on the contrary the gate W as open and unguarded and at fu l l t rot the party

passed through and then g a llopped off a long the road.

H e gathered together a sma l l force a nd here and there wou ld have engage

men ts , wi th vary i ng success . But the bri l l i ant tr i umphs of Miahuat lan and La

STA I RWAY TO TH E CASTL E OF CHAPU LT EPEC .
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art i l l ery , two thousand five hundred muskets and a l l the garr i son prov i s i ons
and stores .

The lst of N ovember , 1866 , Genera l D i az en tered h is nata l c i ty to be

crowned wi th l au re l as its l i berator . On Apri l 2d , 1 86 7 , he won i n Pueb la

another most glor i ous vi c tory wh i ch made the wa l l s of the empi re tot ter
, a s th i s

was one of the i nva
'

der
’

s three strongho lds . Among the pr i soners were e leven
genera l s and three b i shops . By law a l l the Officers taken pr i sone rs were to be
shot as tra i tors , and even fore igners were to receive the Same fate after the

French arm ies had been W i thdrawn . Presen t i ng h im se l f before ‘the el even g e n

e ra ls , D i az pol i te ly i nvi ted them to fo l low h im , wi thou t bei ng guarded ,
to the

ep i scopa l pa lace , where were s ix hundred offic ia l s , many of them occup i ed w i th

confess ion and maki ng thei r fina l arrangements , as they knew the fate tha t had

befa l l en other pr i soners .

“

Gent lemen , sa id D i az , i t i s impossi b l e for me

to execu te the pu n i shmen t wh i ch the law imposes , and there is no other a l ter

nat i ve for me bu t tom ake you pr i soners ; bu t I r emember wel l my own suffer

i ngs wh i l e a pri soner i n th i s same p lace , and I Wi sh to avo id your be i ng pu t to

such st ra i ts . Go , then , you are free . A l l tha t I as k of you is that you prom i se
me to pu t you rse lves a t. the d i spos i t ion of the Supreme Government i f youa re

s o ordered . The nat ion wi l l pronounce i ts sentence upon the empi re
,
bu t i t wi l l

be i ndu lgen t to its misgu ided sons . Th i s genera l amnesty , wh i ch la ter found

its para l l e l a t Appomat tox , caused on a l l s i des a great tumu l t of sat i sfact i on .

Men who had before been enemies p ledged themselves hereafter to be fr i ends .

Many tu rned away to h ide the i r tears . Genera l D i az h imse l f wa s profoundly
moved . Among the pri soners was a co lone l who wa s ashamed and fearfu l a t

the same t ime , and cou ld not be l i eve tha t he was free ; a s whe n the C oun t Von

Thun had fixed the pr i ce Of te n thousand do l l ars for the head of Genera l D i az

when he escaped from Pueb la th i s Colonel Escami l l a ( then C h ief of Po l i ce of
I zucar) offered another thousand from h i s own pocket . The Genera l u nderstood

wel l h is capt ive
’

s fear and shame , and sa i d :
“

C o lonel , tha t impruden t act i on

was suggested by b lind duty; l et us forget i t . From that t ime Escam i l l a
was one of h is most loya l part i sans .

The temper i ng wi th magnan im i ty the rigor of the law , avo id i ng the bapt i sm

of b lood , had its i nfluence in the fa l l of the C i ty of Mexi co , procur i ng for

D i az grea t pra i se among fr i ends and enemies . Genera l Tamar i z , who died

short l y afterward , sa i d wi th emot i on :
“ Twice D i az has conquered me by h is
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mi l i ta ry ta len t and once by h i s generos i ty ; wi th p leasu re I wou ld serve such a

m an, a l though i t were as a common sold i er .

After the captu re of Pueb la , Genera l D i az wen t to meet the I mperia l Genera l
Marquez , who had left Queretaro to rel i eve Mex i co , a nd who was march i ng aga i nst

Pueb la . On the s th of Apri l , Gen
era l D i az overtook M arq ue z

'

a t San

D i ego N otari o , where a batt l e was

fought , end i ng in the defea t of Mar

quez . Genera l D i az fo l lowed up h i s

v i c tory and met Marquez aga i n a t

Sa n Lorenzo on the l oth of Apr i l ,
defeat i ng h im complete ly .

D i az then marched to Mex ico ,
estab l i sh i ng h imsel f in Tacubaya ,

and commenced operat ions to pu t

the C i ty i n a sta te of s i ege . On the

1 4 th Of May , Genera l Escobedo
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took Queretaro . Maxim i l i an wa s
tr i ed by court-mart ia l and was condemned to death by h i s own decree of the

3 d of October , 1 865 ,
tha t a l l officers taken pr i soners shou ld be shot .

D i az had con t i nued wi th grea t vigor the s i ege of the cap i ta l , and on the 20th

of J une the Conse rva t ives y ie lded and he en tered the c i ty qu i et ly and took a

sma l l house i n the subu rbs
,
hav i ng h i s Office in the Schoo l of Mi nes . N o banner

of any sort was ra i sed on the pa l ace un t i l the 1 5 th Of J u ly , when J uarez h imse lf

ho i sted the flag .

The day fo l lowi ng the su rrender of Mex i co , D i az presen ted h is res ignat i on

as commander of the l i ne and Army of the East , and after a few months retu rned
to h i s nat ive c i ty , Oaxaca , wh i ch wi th open arms w el comed the hero home aga i n .

I t wa s one t r i umpha l march from the capi ta l to h is home . H e was given by the
Legi s la tu re of Oaxaca the Hac ienda de la N oria , to wh i ch he ret i red , l i v i ng there

qu i et ly for two years , rest i ng from his l abors and fat igu i ng marches .

H e had formed , even when qu i te young , an a ttachmen t for D e lfina Ortega

y R eyes and on the day of the su rrender of Pueb la , the 2d of Apr i l— tha t m e m o r

able day i n wh i ch he gave l i berty to the capt ives— he was j o i ned in matrimony

to the woman of hi s cho i ce . Senora de D i az possessed great sweetness of character



MEX I CO

and ki ndness of heart , and her greatest p l easu re wa s in works of char i ty and i n

a id i ng the el evat ion and educa t ion of her s ex— tak i ng upon herself the care of a

co l l ege for gi r l s wh i ch her husband had founded .

Ben i to J uarez was now pres iden t , and D i az was e l ected as Depu ty to Con

gress for h i s state . On J u ly 1 8, 1872 , J uarez d ied and Sebast ian Lerdo de
Tejada succeeded h im . Lerdo was afterward el ected to the pres idency , bu t
there be i ng much di ssat i sfact ion by reason of h i s at t i tude aga i nst the chu rch

party and of a fee l i ng among the soldiers that Genera l D i az shou ld be the

pres iden t , the revo l u t ions con t i nued throughou t the cou ntry . H e wen t to the
Un i ted S tates , bu t the s i ren vo i ce of Adven tu re ca l l ed h im back to h is nat ive
land . H e took passag e on an

'

A m e rican vesse l bu t was recogn ized by some

passengers . Fear i ng arrest at Vera C ruz , he a t tempted to escape by jump ing
overboard , bu t Wa s rescued by the sa i lors . H e i nvoked the a i d of the fr i end ly
pu rser , whoh i d h im i n a locker and smuggled h im ashore a t Vera C ruz .

Di az passed through many vi c i ss i tudes , and at l ast , on N ovember 1 6 , 1 876;

wi th an armed force ga i ned a v i ctory over the Le rd is ta s at Tecoac .

Lerdo , hear i ng of the loss to h i s party and of the br i l l i an t vi ctory of D i az ;
started wi th some of the fa i thfu l members of h is Cab i net and wi th what money

he cou ld lay h is hands on , on N ovember 20 , 1876 , for
-

Acapu l co , there taki ng
passage for the Un i ted States . Genera l D i az entered Mex i co on the 23 d of the

same month and five days afterward assumed the executi ve powe rf H e formed
h i s Cabi net , ra i sed a l oan of five hundred thousand dol lars to commence the new

admin i strat ion , and , l eavi ng Genera l Mendez as pres iden t ad i n ter im , went ou t

to fin ish up wi th the revo l u t ionary e l ement .

There were then rea l l y three pres iden ts of Mexi co : Lerdo , who
'

had aban

d o ne d the country ; I g le sias , who had been C h ief j ust i ce , or Vi ce-Pres iden t under

the Lerdo governmen t , and D i az . I g les ias , see i ng the desperate cond i t i on in

wh i ch he was p laced , fo llowe d
‘

Le rdo
’

s example , embark i ng at Manzan i l l o for

San Franc isco , Ca l . , the 1 7th of January , 1 877 . For two months Genera l D i az
marched from the centra l States toward Guadal aj ara , captu r i ng a ll the Le rd is t

t roops wi thou t fi r ing a S ingle shot . A t the end of the two months he rel i eved
Genera l Mendez and assumed the actua l pres idency of the republ i c .

After hav i ng served h is term as presiden t , Genera l Manuel Gonzal ez , who

had di st i ngu i shed h imsel f a s a mi l i tary man by the s ide of Ge n e ra l D i az , was

el ected to succeed h im .
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D i az
’

s l i fe ha s been ident ified wi th that of the Mexi can R epub l i c for the last

forty years . The l i fe of th i s rea l l y wonderfu l m an presen ts many poi n ts and

lessons for fu ture generat ions to study . H e is to-day , as he has b e en
'

for many

years , the first so ld i er of the R epub l i c , and what is bet ter , its first c i t i zen . From
the very bottom of the l adder , from a young l i eu tenan t at the age of twen ty

three , to the h ighest commiss i on i n the army as its Genera l-in-C h ief , h is career

i s spot less and br i l l i an t .

But i t i s not most as a so ld ier that he has won the admi rat ion and fame

wh i ch he enjoys tod ay , a t home as wel l as ab road . I t is a s a sta tesman , in h is
c ivi l du t i es , in the many pOlitica l, financ i a l and d i p l omat i c quest i ons wh i ch he

has s o successfu l ly so lved , tha t the grea tness of Po rfirio D i az m ust be considered .

He ha s been the savior of the repub l i c , the creator of the rea l nat ion , the
defender of the pe op le ; whos e success was possi b le on ly because of h is i nflex i b l e

i n tegri ty and s-ing le n e s s of purpose , h i s goa l was never ob scu red by the shadow

of persona l advan tage ‘

and amb i t ion ; whose hand Was never pa ls i ed by que s tion m

ab le i n tr igues . Fr i end o r foe were such to h im on ly because for or aga inst the
un ificat i on of the nat i on . Among the names of the wonder-“workers of the
wor ld the name of Po rfirio D i az wi l l sh i ne and rema i n imperi shab l e .

SOLD IERS IN PARADE , I 6TH O F
" SEPTEMBER.
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pres iden t rep l i es that the i r res igna t i ons are not accepted , and begs thei r co-Oper

at i on i n the pub l i c adm i n i st rat i on . Th i s i s bu t another proof of h is statesman
sh i p , as each of h is mi n isters is

carefu l l y chosen wi th a vi ew to

h i s fi tness for the work entrusted

to h is j udgm en t and ab i l i t i es .

The Cabi net -cons i sts of

eight Secretar i es : the Secre

tary of S tate
'

(Fo re ig n Affa i rs) ,
the Secretary of F i nance

,
the

Secretary of Pub l i c W orks , the

Secretary of I ndustry and C o lo

n ization , the Secretary of the

I n ter ior , the Secretary of Jus

t i ce , the Secretary of Publ i c I n

struct ion and F i ne A rt, and the
Secretary of W ar and Mari ne .

These members of the Cab

i net must be nat i ve born Mexi

cans , and the Mi n i ster of W ar

m ust
“

be a sold i er hold i ng d is

tin g uis hed mi l i tary rank and

record . The Office of V i ce

SENOR DON RAMON COR RAL , V ICE-PRESIDENT . Pre S id-e nt wa s created in 1 904

Before that t ime the Se cretary

of Foreign Affa i rs stood next in rank to the Pres iden t . Senor Don Ramon

Corra l ha s the d ist i nct ion of bei ng Mexi co
’

s first Vi ce-Pres iden t and is one of

the progress ive sp i r i ts of M ex i co . For many years he was Governor of the
S tate of Sonora and is re g ard e d b y the peop le of that Sta te wi th great respect

and affect ion . He d id many th i ngs wh i l e Governor to m er i t thei r k i nd ly regard ,

and h is i n tegr i ty of pu rpose and wise su perv i s i on of the affa i rs of the State of

Sonora att racted the attent ion of Mexi co to
"

h im , and he now holds the d i st i nct i ve

pos i t i on of bei ng a great factor in the affa i rs of the R epub l i c .

D ur i ng the C entenn ia l C e lebrat ion he was the head of the Com m i ss ion

wh i ch accompl i shed s o many great th i ngs for the en terta i nmen t of fore ign envoys
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to the cap i ta l . H e is a qu iet bu t shrewd m an and , un l i ke most V i ce-Presiden ts

of repub l i cs , he has a grea t power in the affa i rs of the State , and i n h i s h igh office

he br i ngs to bear h i s r igorous a nd u nquest i oned ta l en t . H e speaks French and
Engl i sh perfect ly a nd i s a fr i end to a l l forei gners who have occasi on to i nvoke

h is a id .

The Min i stry of the I n ter i or has charge of genera l e l ec t i ons , rel a t ions w i th

the Federa l Congress , C i t i zens’ R i gh ts , Pol i ce , Pub l i c H ea l th and I mmigra t i on ,
Federa l D i st r i c t and Terri tor i es ,_ the N a t i ona l Guard i n the Federa l D i st r i c t ,
a l l hosp i ta l s , pub l i c bu i ld i ngs , nat iona l fest iv i t i es and the Governmen t Pr i n t i ng

Office . Senor Corra l i s the Min i ster of I n ter i or as wel l as V i ce-Pres iden t and

Speaker of the Senate .

The Min i st ry of Fore ign Affa i rs
has charge of a l l re la t i ons wi th for

e igh coun tr i es , t reat i es and di p lo

mat i c
"

affa i rs , boundary quest i ons ,

the natu ra l i za t ion and r igh ts of for

e i gners , the N at iona l A rch ives , the
arrangemen t of ceremon ies , and i s

custod ian of the Grand Sea l of the

nat i on . Th i s sea t wa s held for

near l y ha l f a centu ry by S e fi o r

L i cenc iado Don I gnac i o Mari sca l

un t i l Apri l 1 6 , 1 91 0 , when Mexi co

susta i ned a great l oss in the death

of so nob le a m an . H e had served
h is cou ntry and h is Presiden t fa i th

fu l l y , and bes ides be i ng a d i p lomat

of grea t ta l en t he was a br i l l i an t

l i t tera teu r and his poems are wide ly

read and loved .

S e fio r Don Enr ique C . C re e l, S ENOR DON EN R IQUE C . C REE L , MIN I STE R
Governor of the State of C h i huahua

FO R E'GN AFFA IRS’

and former ambassador for Mexi co to the Un i ted States
,
succeeded h im . Senor

C ree l ha s l ong been noted a s a grea t sta tesman . H i s bri l l i an t m i nd and d i p l omat i c
tac t have a l ready demonstra ted the wisdom of select i ng h im for so important a post .
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SENOR L IC . JOSE L IM ANTO UR , M i N i e R
‘ OF F INANCE.

wonderfu l reserve is merel y a
_
part of

h is educat i on , bu t a c loser acqua i nt

ance wi th h im d raws out many char

acte ris tics of h is remarkably strong

natu re . H e has been sent to E u rope
on many d i p lom at i c errands , and has

a lways succeeded in showi ng the finan

c ia l powers ab road h is wonderfu l ac

co m plishm e n ts and strength as a m an

of di p lomacy a nd pol i t i ca l wi sdom . H e
was born in M e x ico of Fre nch

i

pare n ts

in 185 3 , and h is educa t ion wh i l e a boy

was ga i ned in the best home schoo ls

and in trave l s ab road f H e graduated
from the Schoo l of J u r i sprudence and

has fu lfi l l ed more important m i ss i ons
abroad than any Of fic ia l i n Mexi co .

SENOR ING . L EANDRO FE RNANDEZ . MIN I STE R OF
COMM UN ICAT IONS AND PUBLIC. WORKS .

The Departmen t of F i nance ,
Pub l i c C red i t and

“

Commerce has

charge of taxat i on , customs tari ff,

commerce , nat iona l prosper i ty , l oans

and publ i c debt , the va l uat i on of
l ands and

“

the budg et .

S e fio r J osé Yves Lim an tour, the

Secretary o f F i nance , has an i n ter

nat i ona l repu tat ion as a grea t finan

c i er . H e has been i n the pol i t i ca l
l i fe of the republ i c si nce 1893 , and

dur i ng that t ime he has safe ly engi

ne e red financ i a l feats that have s ur

pri sed and en l i gh tened the world .

H e is a man of very strong per
s ona lity. On e might ca l l h im un

sympathet i c , not knowing that h i s
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and measu res , observa tor i es , su rvey , maki ng of maps and a l l i ndustr ia l , ag ricul

tu ra l or m i n i ng sta t i st i cs .

Th is office i s held by Senor L i cenc iado O l egari o Mo l i na ,who was Governor of

Yucatan unt i l he was ca l l ed to the Cab i net three .years ago . H e has shown h im
sel f ab l e and has a ided much i n the development of h is country’s welfare s i nce
taki ng h i s seat . H e was born in Campeche in 1843 , and has been i dent ified wi th

a l l the commerc ia l progress of Yucatan , hav i ng been Governor of tha t Sta te , and
under h i s abl e genera l sh i p much was done toward the rap id advancemen t wh i ch

has marked Yucatan wi th i n the past decade . H e has borne his great d ign i ty
wi th i n tel l i gence and d i scr im i na

t i on and is regarded a s
‘

a wise

admi n i st ra tor .

Senor Cosio , the Mi n i ster of

W ar and Mari ne, was born in the

State of Zacatecas , a nd , besides

hav i ng occup ied the pos i t i on Of

governor of tha t State and that

of congressman and
"

senator , he

d i sp layed grea t ab i l i ty as mayor

of the C i ty of Mexico . H e i s one
of the most popu lar men of the

Cabi net .

There is qu i te a roman t i c ep i

sode i n the l i fe of Genera l Cosio .

Du r i ng
-

the C i v i l W ar of the Un i ted

States he was i n N ew York i n com
pany wi th two other you ng officers,
dest i tu te , bu t anx ious to retu rn to

Mex ico to figh t fo r h is coun try

aga i nst the French . N one of the

GEN ERAL MANU EL GON ZAL E Z c o s io , MIN I ST ER OF three had e noug h money to take

W A R AND MAM E . h i m back , so they dec ided that

one of them shou ld be selected

by lot and en l i s t in the army of the Un i ted States
,
obta i n the eigh t hu ndred

dol la rs in greenback s wh ich were given as boun ty to each en l i st i ng m an a t
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that t ime
, a nd give the money to the other two to go back to Mexi co and

figh t for thei r coun trv .

The l ot fel l to Cosio , who was on the po i n t of present i ng h imsel f at head

quarters in N ew York and en l i st i ng in the army so tha t h i s two compan ions
cou ld go back to Mexi co wi th the

money thus obta i ned , when Gen

era l Mej ia arr ived in N ew York .

H e wa s vi si ted by the three young
officers and acqua i nted wi th thei r

i n ten t i on , and he gave them a l l

passage-money and sen t them back

to Mex i co
“

as commiss ioned officers .

Thus i t was tha t i nstead of fight i ng

for the Ameri can Un ion , as Cosio

came very near doi ng , he bat t l ed

for h i s own coun t ry un t i l the French
were ban i shed from Mex ico . The

popu la ri ty of Genera l Cosio i s uh
quest i oned . H e i s a m an of l arge

i n tel l i gence , l ong experi ence i n c iv i l

a ffa i rs , and proved capac i ty . A
m an who has fough t i n revo l u t i ons ,

won d i st i nc t i on for ga l la nt ry i n the

wa r aga i nst the empi re , suffered

impr i sonmen t in France as an i nc i
den t of tha t confl i ct , served twi ce as

SENOR L IC . JUSTO S I ERRA , MIN I ST E R O F PUBL IC
INSTRUCT ION A ND F IN E ARTS.

governor of Zacatecas , been a depu ty and a sena tor in the Federa l Congress , and
for te n years he ld the most consp i cuous place in the mun ic i pa l counc i l of the C i ty

of Mexi co , i s su re l y qua l ified to ho ld an importan t m i n i stry i n a grea t country .

The W a r a nd Mari ne Department cont ro l s a stand i ng army , navy and mer

chant mar i ne , the N at iona l Guard ,
Mi l i tary Legi sl at ion , Mi l i tary J ust i ce , Par

dons . N ava l and Mi l i ta ry Schoo ls , H ospi ta l s , Fortresses , W arl i ke I nd ian Tri bes
and Mi l i tary Colon ies .

Genera l Manue l Gonzal ez C osio i s a war veteran and has given h i s l i fe to the
servi ce of h i s coun try . H e wa s Secretary of the I n ter ior before h is appo i n tmen t
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to the W a r Department . Few men i n Mexico have the ab i l i ty and energy that he
has developed i n the numerous offices he has held for h i s Government . H is record

a s a so ld i er i s bri l l i an t wi th success and h i s career forms part of the h i story of

Mexico . H e i s ca l l ed “

E l Mi n i st ro Perpetua l . H i s fam i ly are a l l sc i en t i sts
and around h im are a lways gathered peop le of br i l l i ancy and ta l en t .

The Department of J usti ce has charge of a l l re l at i ons wi th the Courts , par

dons and commutat i ons of sentences for offenses aga i nst the Federat i on and
ord i nary offenses , rel at ion wi th the Cou rts of the Federa l D i st r i c t , Prosecu t i ng
At torneys and N ota rie sa nd a l l c r im i na l stat i st i cs .

Senor J ust i no Fernandez , the S e cre ta rv of th i s Departmen t , i s one of the
most i n tel l ec tua l m e n i n the R epubl i c , bei ng very act ive i n war pol i t i cs .

A s an Opponent of Genera l

Santa Anna , he suffered the po l i t i ca l
fa te of one who dared to express h i s

op i n i ons , bu t he rendered h i s Gov

e rnm e n t many good servi ces and for

a t ime ret i red to the pract i ce of l aw ,

wi nn i ng a grea t name as a man of

l et ters . H e was one of the s igners
of the Dec larat i on of I ndependence .

H e has fi l l ed many important offices ,
Congressman , Governor of one of

the States and D i rector of the N a

tiona l Schoo l of J u r isprudence . H e
has devoted h is l i fe to h i s coun trv

and has met wi th the apprec i at ion

he so j ust ly meri ts .

The brother l y l ove that ex ists

among these Sp lend id admi n i st ra
tors and the manner i n wh i ch they

S ENOR L i c . JUST INO FE RNAN DE Z . M lN lS TE R CO-Qpe ra te i n the governmen t Of

o r: J US T 1C E the i r makes MEX ICO’S Cab
i net consp i cuous among those of

R epub l i cs and the eves of the great ou ter wor ld are cen tred upon them wi th

wonder and admi rat ion .
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who was at one t ime the Mexi can Ambassador a t W ash i ngton ; S e fio r Pimen te l y
Fag oag a , S e fio r Pab lo Macedo , and S efio r R osendo Pi neda . These gent lemen are

a l l i n tel l ectua l and progressive , and wield a great power in the affa i rs of the sta te .

A pecu l i ar custom of the coun try i s the Bando . From time immemoria l
i t ha s been the fash ion i n Mexi co to proc la i m publ i c l y any changes in the

government ; th i s was the custom long before the day of newspapers , and i s

st i l l fol l owed , o n i nst ruct ions from the W ar Departmen t . Th is i s done i n

Mexi co C i ty , soon after the el ect i on of the President , in the fo l lowi ng order .

A d ivi s ion is organ ized consi st i ng of two br igades , o ne of i nfantry and o ne
‘

of

cava l ry , accompan ied by a l igh t battery . The ch i ef of staff is attended by an

adj u tan t wi th two capta i ns and t hree suba l terns . The i nfan try bri gade i s

commanded by i ts genera l , accompan i ed by two capta i ns and two suba l terns .

The cava l ry brigade i s l ed by i ts genera l , a major , two capta i ns , and two s ub

a l terns ; and a platoon of moun ted gendarmes accompan i es both genera l s . The

Bando is inaug ura te d at h i ne i n the morn i ng . The a ld e rm e n and the c ity notary

accompany the mi l i tary parade i n carr i ages , affix i ng the proc lamat i on at certa i n

street corners , and otherwise mak i ng known the resu l t of the president ia l elec t i on

to the i nhabi tants Of the c i ty , wi th proper forma l i t i es and the pomp and c i rcum

stance of m i l i tary parade . Th i s i s a cur i ous and h igh ly i nterest i ng custom .

CORR I DOR OF T H E NAT IONAL SCHOOL O F ENG IN EER ING .
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i ts progress and advancement : Honorab l e Gu i l l ermo De Landa y Escandon ,
the President of th i s Counc i l . wh ich g ives h im the t i t l e of Governor ; Senor

Gu i l l ermo Bel tran y Puga . D i rector Genera l of Pub l i c W orks ; and Senor

Doctor Eduardo L ice a g o , D i rector Genera l of the Board of H ea l th .

Th is Super i or Counc i l i s the pri nc i pa l factor in bri ngi ng abou t the actua l

i mprovement of the c i ty . Pub l i c parks and gardens , nob l e bu i ld i ngs , modern

l ight i ng equ i pmen t , sewerage , st reets and avenues , and order and d i sc i p l i ne

have made Mexico the best regu la ted c i ty in the world . I t is Pari s wi th its

beauty and l i gh t , London wi th i ts busy thoroughfares , Madrid wi th i ts co lor and

p i ctu resqueness , and Mexi co C itv a lone wi th i ts u n ique character i st i cs tha t

stand ou t l i ke a gl owi ng banner of t r i umph . The popu lat ion of th i s c i ty has

great l y i ncreased wi th i n the past decade . The French , German , I ta l i an , Engl i sh
and Am er i can col on ies are stead i ly growi ng . The modern res iden t ia l sec t ion

i s very beau t i fu l , homes be i ng erected in a n ew and pret ty sty l e , wi th gardens

of flowers wh i l e the st reets are paved and doub l e rows of t rees make the avenues
on wh ich they are bu i l t very at tract ive . L i t t l e parks i ntersperse and founta i ns
su rrounded by trop i ca l p lan ts dot the c i ty , giv i ng i t a p i ctu resque appearance .

W h i l e Mex i co i s a modern c i ty , i t is not wi thou t its charms a s a former

Aztec cap i ta l . W i th a l l i ts marked advancemen t from centu r i es of pagan i sm

i t st i l l ho lds some of the marks of those t imes . The aqueduct bu i l t in the

t ime of Montezuma wh i l e no l onger needed in the vast c i ty , i s st i l l reta i ned i n

part as a recuerdo of former days .

There i s a romant i c s ide of th e
‘

na ture of a l l Mexicans , who never forget

the i nfluences of anc i en t t imes , and have kept many re l i cs of the o ldest c i v i l i za

t ion of the cont i nent that enshroud th is modern c i ty wi th a poet i c drapery of

ant i qu i ty , giv i ng i t a charm that i s i rres ist i b l e . I t has been sa id that nowhere

i n the world can a more sp l end id scene be presented than the fi rst v iew of

Mexico C i ty . Aga i nst a magn ificen t sky that defies a l l at tempts of the

pa i n ter s art are ou t l i ned domes and sp ires . Bel frys and towers mark the
numerous chu rches and pa laces and the background of ta l l s i erras and l akes a l l

make a p i c ture never to be forgotten . Swi tzer l and fu rn i shes n o more grandeu r ,

England and France show no more beau t i fu l v i l lages , a l l typ i ca l of th i s great
wonder-coun try . The wide , handsome streets are c lean , e lectr i c l i gh ts and

stree t cars are in every part of the c i ty the busy thoroughfares are a l ive to pub l i c

i n terests , the fash ionab l e d istr i c ts wi th the i r flow of s tate lv carr i ages , the peop l e
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i n thei r Pari s i an as wel l as nat i ve dress , the I nd ian wi th h i s pack or h is wa res to

se l l , the ca l l of the vendor as he passes the doorway — a l l go toward add i ng

i n terest and charm .

The Cast l e of Chapu l tepec , one part of wh i ch i s a N a t iona l Mi l i ta ry Acad
emy , and the other part the summer home of the Presiden t , towers two hundred

feet above a grove of anc ien t cypress

t rees . I t wa s bu i l t in the t ime of

the Vi ceroy Ga lvan in the fifteen th

cen tury , and stands on a mass of

rock o n wh i ch rema i n s igns of Aztec
carvi ngs . From th i s po i n t the grea t
va l l ey of Anahuac unfolds i tsel f to
vi ew , the nob le , snow-capped vol ca

noes r i se maj est i ca l l y above the

c louds in the di stance ; l akes , ou t

spread i ng vi l l ages , fields of green

and domes of mu l t i-co l ored templ es

l i e beneath the vi s i on . The great

cypress trees of the Bosque de Cha

pulte pe c stand state l y and so l emn ,

hoary wi th the flowi ng moss , and

adorn the deep so l i tude .

I t wa s here tha t the great Aztec
ch i efta i ns met , held thei r counc i l s

and determi ned on the i r p lan of SENOR DON GU I L L ERMO DE LANDA Y ESCANDON .

defence . H ere , beau t i fu l I nd ian GOVE RNOR O R T H E FE DE RA L s i g m a .

pri ncesses kept the i r t ryst wi th

stu rdy braves a nd i n the spri ngs tha t bubb le in every nook and corner they sported

in a l l the i r glory , unaware of the changes soon to come to the i r pr im i t i ve l i ves .

Beau t i fu l avenues l ead to the Cast l e , wi nd i ng around the ascen t , and from

sa l i en t wa l l s and parapets the bugl e ca l l echoes th roughou t the forest . I t i s on

these avenues that au tomob i l es a nd magn ificen t l i ver i es are seen in the after

noon soc ia l pa rade .

Tenoch t i t lan , wh i ch wa s afterward changed to Mexi co , after the God of

W a r, M e x itla ,
wa s descri bed by Cortés as be i ng a very la rge and wel l popu la ted
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c i ty . There
'

were imperi a l pa l aces, temp l es of h igh pri ests , importan t pub l i c

bu i ld i ngs , and many handsome dwel l i ngs .

From a razed c i ty of the re ign of Mon tezuma , Co rtes and the nOb le s of
Spa i n had great amb i t i on to make i t a beau t i fu l m etropo l i s and some of the

bu i ld i ngs now form a most i n terest ing featu re of the Cap i ta l . On the s i te of

the Aztec monarch ’s pa lace , w i th its hundred rooms , was lai d the foundat ion.

of the Ca thedra l , wh i ch stands to-day a magn ificen t stru ctu re of p i nk i sh-g ray
stone , wi th marb le a l tars , pr i ce less pa i n t ings and r i ch tapestr i es . I t is five

hundred and twen ty feet long , and fou r hundred and twen ty feet w i de , and the
p lan is a Lat i n cross . I t was est imated by a Span i sh h i stor i an tha t over s ixty

thousand m e n had per i shed i n human sacrifices upon its s i te . W hen these m a s

s ive foundat ion stones were laid , El i zabeth was Queen of E ngland ; Ph i l ip,
I I .

reigned over Spa i n , Char l es I X . i n France , C ervan tes wa s wri ti ng Don Quixote ,

Ti t ian and Pau l Veronese were pa i n t i ng the i r masterp ieces ; the Turks were ove r
ru nn i ng the Pla i ns of

‘

H ung a ry wi th the i n ten t i on of wi p i ng Chri stendom ou t

of ex i stence .

Po land was a mighty empi re extending from the Ba l t i c to the B lack Sea .

S i r Franc i s D rake wa s j ust begi nn i ng h is career a s a navigator . The fi rst

p i pe-fu l l of tobacco had not been smoked in Eu rope ; there were no te l escopes ;
Shakespeare and Spenser , Beaumon t a

‘

nd F l etcher , Be n Johnson and Bacon ,

were in the i r pr ime ; and R uss i a was a savage and i ns i gn ifi can t power

Pass i ng through the C athedra l , on e i ther s ide there are d i fferen t apart

ments fi l l ed from floor to cei l i ng wi th pa int i ngs , statues , vases , huge cand le

st i cks , wai ters and a host of other art i c l es of go ld and s i lver . Th i s too , is on l y

the everyday d i sp lay of art i c l es of least va l ue ; the more
“

cost ly ones are s tored

away i n chests a nd c losets .

The N at iona l Pa lace i s a re l i c of the days of Cortés and was improved i n

the course of t ime by the Coun t D e R evi l l agig edo and others who re igned after

h im did much toward beau t i fyi ng i t . I t i s now the offic i a l home of the Presi

den t and other G overnmen t Offic ia l s ; t he Secretary of F i nance , the W a r De

pa rtm e n t, Federa l Treasu ry , and Pub l i c Arch ives . The C en tra l Meteoro logi ca l

Observatory i s on the A zotea p and the N at iona l Museum and Academy
'

of San

C ar los form another part of th i s great edifice . I n th i s pa lace the Presiden t of

the R epubl i c receives h is Min i sters and the peopl e and on the days of h is pub l i c

recept ions the poorest persons meet wi th a cou rteous and pat i en t aud i ence .
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wi th the laborer , a nd h i s recept ion of them a l l i s character i zed by exceed ing good

fe l lowsh i p and cou rtesy .

He rece ives the poorer c lasses who fa l l a t h is feet wi th pet i t i ons of mercy ,

perhaps o n the impr i sonment of a s o n or father , a nd he reassu res and consol es ,
many t imes giv i ng a id from h is own pu rse , and makes persona l invest igat i on

of cases brought before h im , when others of h i s exa l ted posi t i on m ight casua l ly

pass them by unheeded . H e has establ i shed houses of correct ion , one for boys

a t T la l pam , and one for gi r l s a t Coyoacan ,

“

and the resu l ts of th i s benevo len t

work have been most encou ragi ng to Governor De Landa . I n years gone by
,

drunkenness and vi ce were rampant in the c i ty through the excess ive use of

pulque , wh i ch wa s so ld extens ive ly , and many cr imes resu l ted from th i s , bu t

s i nce h i s e lec t ion as Governor a l l of th i s has been stamped ou t , and
'

the dri nk

tha t st imu la tes the m i nd of the laborer i s now so ld i n moderat ion; and the An t i
Gambl i ng Act , passed and pu t i n to execu t ion in the ear ly days of h i s ad m in is

tra tion , has proved a grea t b less i ng to the m idd le c lass . A n i n t imate knowledge

of th i s Governor
’

s character proves tha t a l l th i s i n terest in the wel fare of h is

people and h i s c i ty i s i nsp i red not by l ove of notor i ety , for he is very modest i n

h i s work of reform . The poor and lowly worsh i p h im ; the m ighty respect h im ,

and i t is to th i s m an that Mex i co owes much of its greatness .

The Museo N ac i ona l i s in poi n t of an t iquarian va l ue the p lace of c h i ef

i nterest in the cap i ta l . H ere are preserved the pri nc i pa l d i scovered records
of preh i stor i cMex i co ; the story of the or igi na l i nhab i tan ts in stone and on paper

of the Maguey p lan t ; here too are very many rel i cs of the peri ods
‘

of the con

que ro rs a nd the v iceroys .

The museum col l ec t ion. or i gi na ted in a departmen t of the un ivers i ty , wh ich

was c losed in
‘

1865 . The i n terest taken by the government i n the archaeo logy

of Mexico has l ed to many importan t d i scover i es dur i ng the last twen ty years ,

and by v i rtue of the law of nat iona l ownersh i p in a l l an t i qu i t i es found wi th i n

the republ i c the museum i s g a the ring
‘

a ll d iscovered records of the anc i en t peopl e

a nd country .

Among the Aztec re l i cs of ch ief i n terest are the sacr ific i a l and ca lendar
stones . There are here a l so many monol i ths of la rge si ze , types of de i t i es wor

sh i pped by the anc i en t M ex i can . Of these the ido l known as the Goddess

of W ater i s co lossa l bei ng e l even feet h igh and weigh i ng near ly twenty tons .

I t cam e from Teot i huacan , near the Pyramids of the Sun and Moon . Another
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h ideous ido l i s tha t of H uiz i lopochtli the W a r God wh i ch i s te n feet h igh

and three in diameter . The scu l ptu res o n these ido l s are very elabora te
.

Chacm o l, the God of F i re ,
c la imed a lso as the To l tec

De i ty Tla loc , i s a sym m e tri

ca l figu re in stone , recum

bent , l y i ng o n i t s back and

hold i ng i n both hands tha t

meet o n the stomach a c i r

cula r di sk emblemat i c of the

sun . There i s a co lossa l

head in serpen t i ne sa id by

some au thor i t i es to be the

Goddess C e n te o tl, by others

to be re la ted to the Aztec
ca l endar as evidenced by the

shel l scu l ptu res , of wh i ch

there a re th i rteen in fron t of the cap and twenty a t the back respect ive l y ind ica t

in g , perhaps , the th i rteen sacred days and the twen ty c iv i l days of the month .

The great temp le of Tenocht i t lan was su rrounded by a stone wa l l in wh i ch

was the wa l l of serpen ts , or cohua lepa n tlz
’

. Two of the heads of these serpen ts
,

co lossa l in s i ze , are among the rel i cs of the anc i en t Aztec ; so i s the feathered

serpent , or Quetza l coat l , a scu l ptu re c l ea r ly i nd i cat i ng a co i l ed rept i l e . Of th i s

la t ter many sma l l er examples have been found in var i ous parts of Mex ico .

The trad i t i on of Quetza l coa t l , the good teacher , who wa s fa i r of complex i on and

wore a long beard , and who prophes i ed the com i ng of the wh i te men i s e l sewhere

men t i oned . Aztec arms , a nd missi l es a nd armor and domest i c art i c l es and im p le
ments offer obj ec t lessons of preh i stor i c l i fe of grea t serv ice to the studen t and

of fasc i nat i ng i n terest to a l l . H ere i s a sh i e ld worn by Montezuma made of
carefu l ly qu i l ted cotton ; there the strange drum huehuetl , whose s i n i ster sounds

carr i ed fear to the Span iards ; here the v i c i ous looki ng sword wi th fou r long b lades
’

set in the wooden staff on each of i ts faces , b lades of obsid ian , so keen tha t as

Berna l D i az wrote , they cu t off a horse
’

s head c lean .

Then there are the p in turas or p i ct u re wri t i ngs , of wh i ch many are preserved .

On e of the most cu r ious i s a n anc ien t Mexican pa i nt i ng of the De l uge , and the

TH E N EW L EG I SLAT I VE PALAC E .



dove is there wi th the o l i ve branch : thei r t rad i t i on of th i s even t l arge l y agreei ng

wi th the Scr i ptu ra l narrat i on .

Of the Span i sh peri od , there is the armor of C ortes- a very prec ious treasure ,
pr i cel ess i ndeed , for i t was worn by h im in a l l h is wonderfu l bat t l es— the banner
of the Conqu istadores , arms of sold i ers , a helmet and cu i rass of the Tona tiuh

Pedro de A l varado— and portra i ts of v i ceroys . Bu t the exh i b i t most venerated

among such memor ia l s i s the Banner of ou r Lady of Guada l upe
,
wh i ch H i da lgo

took from the San tuar i o of Atoton i l co on that morn i ng of September 1 6th ,
when

he started ou t on
‘

h is war of i ndependence wi th h i s ragged pat r i ot army and

ra i sed as h i s standard th is banner . H i s musket and some other persona l pos
sess ions are here ; a l so , con trast i ng

,

wi th these are the state char iot of the Max i

m i l i an per i od and the magn ificen t and cost ly d i nner servi ce of the same peri od
,

wh i ch l at te r was perm i t ted to be used at J uarez on the occasion of the meet i ng of

Pres iden t Taft a nd Ge n e ral D i az in October , 1 909 .

The mystery of the anc i en t peop l es , traces of whose cu l tu re i nvest them

wi th u ncommon i n terest ; the romance of the conquest . of powerfu l and wel l

organ ized nat ions by a mere handfu l of i nvaders who were abso l ute ly -cu t off

from al l commun i cat i ons and means of home support , yet who overthrew vast

arm ies defend i ng thei r own terr i tor i es ; the wonders of the land opened to the

knowledge of the o ld world ; the ta l e of i ts t reasu res transcendi ng the e xag g e ra

t i on of fab l e ; a nd fina l ly , perhaps of greater i n terest than
'

a ll e l se , the greatness

of the repub l i c estab l i shed by patr iot martyrs ma i n ta i ned by the prowess of
heroes and at l ength cemen ted by a patr iot i sm and wisdom that are the wonder ,

adm i rat i on and i l l um i nat i on of the wor ld ; these are among the thoughts

aroused in the m i nds of the mus i ng v i s i tor to th i s wonderfu l museum .

The ca l endar stone was or ig i na l ly set in the grea t temple of Tenocht i t lan ,

bu t on the destruc t ion of the lat ter i t rema i ned buri ed beneath the rui ns . On i ts

d i scovery i t was p laced in one of the towers of the C athedra l and later , in 1 860 ,

wa s removed to the museum . I t is a c i rcu lar stone of porphyri t i c character

abou t te n feet in d iameter . Trad i t ion asserts tha t th i s stone wa s one of a

second pa i r prepared , the fi rs t hav ing broken down the br idge of X o loc and

lost in the lake . The stone wa s engraved by order of Axayaca tl , and a t its

dedi cat i on seven hundred and twen ty-eigh t v i ct ims were sacr ificed . The h iero

glyphs that cover its su rface are st i l l on ly a matter of su rm ise , though the numera l

system of the ear l i er races has been determ i ned and great steps an d cons iderab l e
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at the edge a l so l ead to the conc l us ion tha t on th i s stone the Vi c t ims of the Aztecs
were la id and ki l l ed by the pr i ests in sacrifice . The scu l ptu red figures represen t

the v i ctims of conqueri ng ch iefs be i ng dragged by the ha i r to the p lace of sacr ifice .

Th i s monumenta l stone was found i n 1 791 , near the cathedra l and was doomed

for the p i l e of pavi ng stones when i ts archae o logi ca l va l ue was d i scovered and the

vanda l
’

s hand was stayed . I t is the best scu l ptu red of the an t iqu i t i es of Mexi co .

Among the places of promi nen t i n terest is the Monte de Piedad , an in s titu

t i on a lmost s i ngu la r to Mexi co , havi ng regard to i ts methods and the exten t of its

Operat ions . Th i s great nat iona l pawn shop wa s founded i n 1 774 , by the Conde

de R egla; H e endowed the i nst i tu t i on wi th a gift of over three hundred thou
sand dol la rs and the crown approvi ng the i nst i tu t ion , busi ness began i n 1 776 ,

in the .o ld Col l ege San Pedro y Pabl o . The p lan was an e leemosynary one ,

complemen tary to the manyother char i t i es of the Coun t . N o i n terest wa s

charged on loans ; an arrangemen t i n tended to pro tect .the poor from the exac

t i ons of the usu rers ; instead i t was expected that the borrower on repay ing h is
l oan wou ld make some gift i n a id of chari ty .

For three-quarters of a centu ry the profi ts were appropr i ated to the payment
of masses for the repose Of the sou l of the founder , bu t for the last ha l f a cen tu ry

they have been used in establ i sh i ng branch i nst i tu t i ons in l ead i ng c i t i es .

I t i s a fine bu i ld i ng and occup ies the s i te of one of Cortes
’

s pa laces . The

sta i rcases are hewn ou t of huge b locks of l ava from Popocatepet l and orna

m e n ting the wi ndows and doors are the h ideous heads p laced by Cortés in h is

ear l i er pa lace ed ifice .

The Art i l l ery Museum i s under the Departmen t of W ar, and i s a depos i

tory of a l l h i stor i c re l i cs of Mexi co
’

s great events . I t was founded fiftee n years

ago and i s fu l l of. i n terest i ng data . The pat i o is roofed W i th stee l and g l ass and

i s converted i n to an exh i b i t i on ha l l . The h igh wa l l s are ornamen ted wi th a l to

rel i efs of the Aztec k i ngs . These bronzes are the work of the art i st , J esus F .

Contreras , and are sa id to be the finest in Mexi co .

There i s a l arge p i ctu re of H i da lgo wi th the flag used in batt le , and “a large

faded flag used by Co rtes . H ere you can s e e the go ld pe n wi th wh i ch Genera l

Escobedo wrote the death sentence of Maxim i l i an , the sword of the Emperor
and the br i l l i an t un i form of Genera l Escobedo , complete wi th helmet and sword .

There i s a l so a Splend id l i brary , wh i ch con tai ns many vol umes devoted to m i l i

tary sc i ence .



TH E FEDERA L D I S TR I CT 1 69

The Schoo l of Mi nes , L a M z
’

n em , occu pies a pa la t ia l st ruc tu re erected a t a

cost of two hundred thousand dol la rs i n 1 81 3 . The schoo l was founded in 1 777 ,

th rough the m un ifice nce , ch i efly , of Senor Velasquez de Leon a nd Lucas de
Lasaga . The spl end id ed ifice i s the work of Manuel Tol sa whose master hand

i s seen in the grea t co l umned ga l l er i es , the nob l e p i l l a rs , sta i rways a nd pat i os .

The chapel i s an exqu i si te work , here i s a magn ificen t bronze a l ta r and the lofty

TH E PALAC E OF MIN ES.

ce i l i ngs a re r i ch ly ornamented wi th frescoes by R afae l J imeno . The col l ec t i on

of m i nera l s i s very va l uab l e a nd extensi ve and vari ed , and forces on the most

though t less vi si tor a sense of the immense m i nera l resou rces of Mexi co . An
exh i b i t of much i n terest i s the meteor i c stones , some of wh i ch weigh tons , tha t

rest under the front porta l . These uncanny vi s i tan ts reached earth in vari ous

parts of the repub l i c .

The Plaza de la Const i tuc ion , or Zoca lo , as i t i s ca l l ed , i s the cent re of the

great c i ty . On th i s spot stood o n e of the great Aztec temples , erected to the dei ty
H u i tz i l opocht l i , where human sacr ifices were da i ly offered . On e of the fiercest
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batt les ever
‘

fough t between the forces of Co rtés and the Aztecs took p lace on
th i s spot . I t i s su rrounded by most preten t i ous bu i ld i ngs . F i fty years ago
th i s was the soc i a l cen tre of the c i ty a nd a pri nc i pa l p l ace of gather i ng i n the

even i ng for fam i l i es who , a s they do now , in the sma l l er c i t i es , donned the i r

most becomi ng to i l ettes , promena
’

ded and met thei r fr i ends , and enj oyed the

sweet and sou l fu l mus i c for wh i ch the Mex i cans are so noted . N ow t he poorer

c l ass enjoys th i s pr iv i l ege wi th the mil i tary band d i scou rs i ng the same beau t i fu l
stra i ns a s i f the gayer and h igher wor ld was the audi ence . Start i ng from th i s

po i n t on e can dr ive stra i gh t to the Cast l e of C hapu l tepec , a d i stance of three

m i les , pass i ng through the pr inc i pa l thoroughfare of S an Franc i sco, wi th . its

array of wonderfu l o ld chu rches and t ime-sta i ned pa laces n ow tu rned i n to bus i

ness houses .

H ere stands i n i ts sol em n dign i ty the old Pa lace of I tu rb i de , r i ch ly carved
and re ta i n i ng m uch of the beau ty of the days when i t was bu i l t by the Emperor
August i n I . Th is is nowone Of the pr i nc i pa l hote l s of the c i ty , a rendezvous for

tour i sts and studen ts of the country . The A l ameda , wi th its grand old t rees ,
its beau t i fu l wa l ks and its founta i ns danc i ng in the sun l igh t and shade , was once

a fash i onab l e park . On Sundays and days offi es ta i t was the custom of Mexi can

soc ie ty to meet there after chu rch , and enj oy musi c and soc ia l i n tercou rse .

Many a charm i ng love affa i r ha s grown ou t of these meet i ngs and Mexi co is fu l l

of beau t i ful r omances .

Amusemen t is
’

varied -and Mexi cans free l y embrace the opportun i ty for

divers ion . The theatres are numerous and of cons iderabl e importance , as wel l

in the l i fe of the peop le as arch i tectu ra l ly . The ch i ef are the Teatro Pr i nc i pa l

and the Vi rgi n i a Fabregas ; the l at ter enj oyed the d i st i nct i on of bei ng the most
fash i onabl e theatre u nt i l the N ew Opera H ouse was c onstructed . I t wa s the

home of I ta l i an and French Opera and on i ts stage have been presen ted the “ best

of Span i sh and Mexi can dramat i c product ions .

The Fol i es Bergeres i s a new theat re l ate ly opened , and is one of the best

in Mexi co .

The A rb e u is one of the popu lar p layhouses . The N ew N at i ona l Theatre is

the work of the noted I ta l i an arch i tect Adamo Boar i , and in beau ty and design
wi l l equa l any p layhouse in the wor ld . I t is of a modern steel construct ion and

the first nat iona l theatre abso l u te ly fireproof . The s i te is one of great h i stor i ca l

va l ue as i t was on th is spot that Cortés retreated on the N oche Tri ste . I t covers
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R ac i ng i s a favori te d ivers i on i n Mexi co . There are two fine tracks at

lnd ian i lla a nd Penon . Stakes and pu rses are fu rn i shed by the J ockey C l u b and

pr i zes are prov ided by the A vuuta

m i ento and the Departmen t of

Fomento of the federa l govern
ment .

The character i st i c , popu lar

nat i ona l sport i s the bu l l-fig h t,

wh i ch i n sp i te of s pas m od ic
'

e ffo rts

to d i sp lace i t st i l l con t i nues to

cha i n the i n terest and arouse the

enthusiasm of the peopl e .

The Paseo de la R eforma ,

once a country road , wa s im

proved by the Emperor Max i
m i l i an . On th i s avenue a gl i t ter

i ng wea l th of equ i pages , sp i r i ted

POL ICE H EADQUARTE RS . horses and au tomob i l es , are seen

morn i ng and even i ng . The glow

i ng sunsh i ne , the con trast i ng natu re-co lors i n the parks and a long the sidewa l ks

add a permanent charm a nd noth i ng i s more p leas i ng than seei ng Mexi can soc iety

o n dias de fiesta , p assi ng back and forth , vivac i ous , beau t i fu l and e legant .

Lead i ng i n to th i s avenue are beau t i fu l s t reets of fash i onab l e homes and i n no c i ty
of the wor ld are seen more beau t i fu l residences than are found here . El egance
and simpl i c i ty , no gaudy d i sp lay , the Mexi can

’

s home i s h i s pa l ace , and wh i l e the

exter i or i s somet imes very si mp le , the i n ter ior , with i ts cou rtyard of beau t i fu l

flowers and pa lms , i ts s o lo s wi th magn ificen t appoi n tmen ts and pa i n t i ng s from

great masters i s no t to be excel l ed anywhere . The exqu i s i te taste of the Mexi cans

i s a lways in evidence . The women are gowned i n the la test Pari s i an to i l et tes ,

thei r j ewel s are as prec i ous as those of crowned heads and thei r en terta i nments

are a gl i t ter i ng and beau t i fu l d i sp lay of Wea l th and e l egance .

The Genera l Lunat i c Asy l um i s s i tuated i n La C astaneda , very near the
l i t t l e subu rb of M ixcoac . I t i s on e of the most p i ctu resque spots in the Federa l
D i s tr i ct . I ts construct i on wa s di rec ted by L i eu tenan t-Co lone l Po rfirio D i az , J r . ,

s on of the Pres ident . I t has a l l the advantages of a l uxu r i ous home and has many
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l a rge pavi l i ons . These are modern st ructu res of wh i te stone and cemen t . The

grounds are beau t i fu l l y l a id ou t wi th parks , maki ng i t one of the at tract ive

featu res of the l i t t l e v i l l age .

I n M ixcoac the W ork i ng Man
’

s C ol ony i s a l so a monument to the en ter

pri se Of C o l one l D i az . H e has bu i l t modern , san i tary homes a t nom i na l ren ta l s ,

gives each man a certa i n amoun t of l and to t i l l , offers pri zes of free occupancy

to the most successfu l and i n th i s w ay the i mproviden t peon i s taugh t a way
to earn a l i v i ng for h i mse l f a nd fami ly . These houses are bu i l t on a most

a t trac t ive plan ; bath rooms , bedrooms , par lors and ki tchens , un l i ke the squa l i d

hu ts tha t most of the poverty-st ri cken I nd ians occupy . I t i s a p lan tha t has

met wi th great success and the products of some of the gardens have demon

s trate d the fac t tha t the Mex i can I nd i an is a farmer by na tu re , and i t i s though t

tha t th i s movemen t wi l l grow and be a va l uab l e a id to tha t c lass .

San Ange l , C oyoacan and S an August i n , are extremely pret ty vi l l ages i n

the vi c i n i ty of the lake .

C oyoacan i s a lmost a con t i nuat ion of S a n Ange l . Both v i l lages serve as

a popu lar summer resort for the r i ch dwel l ers i n the C i ty of Mex i co . I t was

a t th i s pl ace tha t C ortés

took up h i s res idence for

severa l mon ths after the

tota l destruct i on of the a h

c i en t Tenocht i t lan . H ere
he founded a conven t , too ;

a nd i n h i s last wi l l and

testamen t he expressed a

desi re to be bu r i ed here , in

whatever part of the wor ld

he shou ld end h i s days .

Th i s request was not com

pl i ed wi th .

C oyoacan wa s a lways AMER ICAN EMBASSY .

Cortes
’

s favori te v i l lage ,

and i t i s even now o n e of the pret t i est i n Mex i co , havi ng one of the handsomest

vi l lage chu rches i n that coun try .

The Penon baths are o ne of the great at t rac t i ons of Mexi co .
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These bo i l i ng spr i ngs are sa id to con ta i n “

su l phate of
‘

lim e , carbon i c ac id , and

m u r ia te of soda , and the I ndi ans make sa l t i n the i r ne ighborhood mu ch as theydid
in the t ime of Montezuma , with the di ffer

ence , as H umbo ldt i nforms us , tha t they
use copper ca ldrons , wh i l e thei r ancestors
used vessel s of c l ay . The so l i ta-ry-looki ng

ba ths are Ornamen ted wi th odd-lo ok i ng

heads of ca ts and monkeys , wh i ch gr i n

upon you wi th a m i x tu re of the
”

S i n i ster

and facet i ous tha t is ra ther appa l l i ng .

On one of the s i tes where these min

era l spr i ngs are to be fou nd st i l l stands a

l i ttl e chu rch or chapel wh i ch dates back

to the beg i nn i ng of the co lon ia l per iod ,

and suggests that , l i ke the Poc i to de

Guada l upe , the Pe non waters may have

b een used , wi th prayer and supp l i ca t ion ,
for effect i ng m i racu l ous cures .

La .Viga and the float i ng gardens or

markets form another d ivert i ng a nd in

tense ly i n terest i ng p hase of l i fe in th i s

un i que .and poet i c l and . The cana l

makes a c i rc l e of over e i ght m i l es , and

presen ts a scene of unequa l l ed act iv i ty

and unusua l featu res . On e need not look for gardens , a s the name suggests , but

rather for an aquat i c market-place . The gardens a re made up of count l ess boats

in m ot ion , fi l l ed wi th every imagi nab le growth of farm , orchard and vi neyard ,

wi th garden flowers , fru i ts , ch i ckens , b i rds , and a l l other l i v i ng and g rowi ng
th i ngs that can be so ld . A s soonas one l eaves the car the crowd su rges around

implor i ng the h i re of the i r boats .

The boatmen us e on ly one long oar '

, wi th wh i ch they po le or scu l l the craft
a long . I n no other way can be ga i ned s o accu rate an idea of the var i ed popu

l a t ion of Mexi co ; i n no other Way can s o many charm ing effects in costume and

persona l ornamentat i on be stud i ed ; and certa inl y nowhere el se can su ch a mar

ve llous array of products of th i s most marvel lous of a l l countr i es be seen .

POL ICEMAN .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 76 MEXI CO

present c i ty : nowhere can the p i ctu re be dup l i ca ted . There is an i nexpress

i b l e i mpri n t in natu re and art tha t makes Mex ico s i ngu lar . I t i s found in i ts

bu i ld i ngs , so l id . conven i en t and of even proport ions , i n sty l es wonderfu l ly var i ed

bu t g e ne ra llv ornate . I t i s po i n ted ou t i n i ts flowers , shrubs a nd trees— the

pecu l i ar growth of the land ; i t i s found i n the costumes , customs of the peop l e ;

i t i s found i n the wonderfu l sky , the great moun ta i ns— a someth i ng un ique i n

each featu re and in the combi nat i on of a l l .

The tower i ng form of Popocatepet l fi l l s the eastern v i ew , i ts gl i sten i ng snow

covered crest r i s i ng above the l eve l of the c i ty te n thousand five hundred feet

and a lmost ei ghteen thousand above the waters Of the gu l f , and the m ag n ifi

cen t I ztacc i huat l , she l ter i ng a nd protect i ng the Va l l ey of S an Mart i n wh i ch

spreads ou t in wonderfu l fert i l i ty at the i r base . Sub l i me grandeu r is the most
sober term descr i pt ive of the magn ificen t set t i ng of Mexi co C i ty .

FEDE RAL P EN I T ENT IARY.







https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


180 MEX I CO

D i az a l l th i s changed . Mexi co proud ly stands before the wor ld a s one of the

best regu la ted governmen ts .

The i ndustr i a l and agri cu l tu ra l developmen t of the coun try began wi th

J uarez . Bu t dur i ng the per i ods of forei gn intervent i on the Mexi cans had l i t t l e

heart for anyth i ng more than protect i ng the i r r i gh ts , for they had to make a.

nob le stand , a nd the r i ch m i nes that had y i elded wi thou t ceasi ng s o many years

were l eft u nworked ; the b road , s un
-k i ssed acres , wh ich for cen tu r i es had fu rn i shed

golden gra i n were negl ec ted ; the m i ner
’

s p i ck and the farmer
’

s p low lay rust i ng

wh i l e the sword dr i pped wi th the b lood of bat t l e . Th i s fa i rest coun try on the

gl obe , despo i l ed by human greed for go ld , has at l ast r i sen in to proud prom i
nea ce and when Genera l D i az assumed the Pres idency , Mexi co began to se e the

dawn of a grea t l igh t . She needs no poet to s i ng her pra i ses , s he i s her own

colossa l and im pe ris ha b le
'

m onum e n t, the
-base of

'

w h ich i s p lan ted on cen tu r ies

gone by and the summi t of wh i ch wi l l ra i se its head i n the enduri ng fu ture .

M exi co is free — free to enj oy wi thou t st i n t the fru i ts of the boun ty s he wa s

forced to get through sacr ifice , and havi ng shed upon her dear so i l the red b lood
that su rged in the patr i ot

’

s heart , the ru l ers of th i s great nat i on have by the i r

sound j udgment p l aced her foremost in the ranks of the wor ld . Dur i ng the re ign

of the v i ceroys when Spa i n was d i sport i ng herse l f in the garb of her ri ches ,

ga i ned from her golden possess i ons inAmeri ca , the Mexi cans began to Show signs
of d i scon tent , and occasi ona l u pr i s i ngs gave these petty k i ngs a grea t dea l of

m i s g ivm g and concern . Fore igners were not perm i t ted to en ter the country , the
C hurch had the monopo ly of educat ion , on ly Span i ards cou ld ho ld lands and

influent ia l governmen t Offices and those great patr i ots who d id a l l i n thei r

power to up l i ft the i r coun try and protec t thei r peop l e are revered by the Mex i

cans wi th a love that is a lmost d iv i ne .

I t was dur i ng the rei gn of Fran c i sco Jav i er Vene gas (1 81 0 to
.

1 81 6) tha t the

revo l u t ionary per i od began , a nd from that t ime the power of Spa i n dec l i ned .

Before long the coun try wa s in the throes of war whi ch Span i sh troops cou ld not
quel l . A great m an appe are d f rom the mounta i ns . H e wa s a lowly pr i est , l i ving
in

'

ob s curity min i steri ng to the wan ts of h is l i t t l e band of I nd ian C hri st i ans .

H is fo l lowers knew h im to represent God and H is teach i ngs and h i s i nfluence

among them wa s very great . H e imp lan ted in the m i nds of the s imp le peop le
that Mexi co must be free to worsh i p , free to govern . Foreign wars and c iv i l
d i ssens ion fo l lowed the first and nob le stand of th is patriot

‘

. The I ndi ans were
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i nc i ted by h im to open rebe l l i on and i n the m idst of exc i temen t a grea t be l l

hangi ng in one of the chu rch towers was ru ng proc la im i ng l i berty or death .

The deep
,
mel l ow tones from th i s o ld cathedra l i nsp i red every Mexi can wi th the

desi re for a l i berty that mean t more than a proc lamat i on , and for many years

there wa s a b i t ter war in wh i ch advanced to the fron t many brave men whose

names are graven in the h i story of Mex i co
’

s grea t deeds— A l l ende , A ldama ,
J imenez

,
Guerrero a l l seemed a l ive to the needs of thei r be loved coun try .

They cast the i r whole sou l s i n to the cause for freedom and gave the i r prec i ous

l i ves to Mexi co . Th is war was not wi thou t i ts romances as wel l as i ts tragedi es .

L i ke the stor i es of the R oman warr iors , l i ke the J udas who betrayed h i s
C hr i st , H i da lgo was given i n to the hands of the enemy by a fr i end , a Span ia rd

named Mari ano Ga lvan , o n whose head many t imes had rested the hands of the

patr i ot pr i est in b l essi ng .

Jo se Mari a More los y Pavon , a Mest i zo I nd i an , a l so a C atho l i c pr i est ,
ca l led a congress in 181 3 , and i n N ovember dec lared Mex i co i ndependen t

H e was a most i n trep id figh ter and was known as a “ H ero of a H undred Batt l es .

The cen tenn i a l fest iv i t i es were as .much in honor of the heroes of the wars

as of the growth and progress of the coun try . The year 1 91 0 , cel ebrated the fi rst

centu ry of Mex i co
’

s pOlitica l emanc i pat i on . She fo l lowed the na tu ra l ou tbu rst

of her pride in the rea l i za t ion of her wonderfu l growth dur i ng the past cen tu ry .

For she knows tha t no coun try has been beset wi th more unfortuna te even ts
tha t tended to retard rather than promote her advancemen t,a nd when she
l i fted her proud head in her own t r i umphan t recogn i t i on she i nv i ted the wor ld

to come and see the resu l ts of her cen tu ry of go lden harvest .

I nvi ta t ions were sen t by the pres iden t to every fore ignmonarch and ru ler
,

who , except i ng the K i ng of E ngland , whose mourn i ng for the la te K i ng , A l bert
Edward , preven ted , sen t spec i a l ambassadors to be the guests of Mex i co for the

month of September . So magn ificen t were the en terta i nmen ts g iven , so grea t

was the d i sp lay of wea l th and refinemen t tha t those who had scan t knowledge

of wha t Mexi co rea l ly i s , retu rned to the i r homes much en l igh tened . Mex i co has

long been looked upon a s a faraway land of mystery , wi th noth i ng to offer b e

yond re l i cs and romances ; bu t here they found sc ience , art , advancemen t , men

and women who cou ld ho ld thei r own in the wor ld of br i l l i ancy— here they fou nd

a warm hosp i ta l i ty , and gathered together i n th i s grea t cap i ta l , l i ke a b ig happy

fam i ly , they grew to know each other l i ke brothers . Thus d id Mex i co
,
i n
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bri ng ing together s o many re pre

Se n ta tive s of foreign lands , create

good feel i ng tha t wi l l spread in many

di rect i ons .

A t r i bu te shou ld be pa id to

Mayor Fernando Pimentel y Fag oag o
the presiden t of the N a t iona l Co m

miss ion , Governor de Landa y E s can
don

'

, and the other members who

planned th i s wonderfu l en terta i n

ment , wh i ch wi l l go down in h istory

as one of the greatest j u b i l ees that

ever took place . Th i rty days of

hosp i ta l i ty to the world ! I t was an

unheard of generosi ty a nd those for
eigh envoys who carr i ed back reports
of i t to thei r monarchs must have

been very much impressed wi th i t

a l l . The guests of the na t ion were

trea ted wi th every considerat ion and

cou rtesy and thei r wan ts attended to

wi th remarkab le forethough t . They

were met a t the ,
bo rd e rs and ports

and escorted wi th a l l honor to Mexi co

by a sel ected b ody of soc iety
’

s most

br i l l i an t m e n and the stat i ons a long

the l i ne of travel were festooned wi th

the nat iona l co lors . Each c ity s e n t

delegates to meet the tra i ns and speed

them on the i r way to the cap ita l . I t

was l i ke a scene of grandeu r of the

days when k i ng s wen t v i s i t i ng , and

not one represen tat ive of . h is ru l er

wen t from Mexi co wi thou t knowing the fu l l measu re of the manner of Mexi co
’

s

whole-sou led hosp i ta l i ty . A t the cap i ta l , a protoco l of lad ies and gent l emen ,
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h i s e ighty years wi th a l l the strength and vigor of a man of forty , conducted

the forma l i t i es wi th great d ign i ty-and poi se . Surrounded by representat ive m e n

of a l l the wor ld , he stood ou t among them a figu re never to be forgot ten .

A l l pub l i c bu i ld i ngs fin ished or near i ng complet ion were forma l ly dedi cated
duri ng th is eventfu l month , each cab i net m i n ister and offic i a l tak i ng an importan t

part in the ceremon ies . Speeches that g l i ded from the l i ps of ora tors from every

c l ime seemed to mi ng le wi th the golden a tmosphere , carry i ng wi th them a spi r i t

PR I ESTS AND SERVANTS O F CORTES IN T H E H I STOR ICAL PARADE .

of good feel i ng . The first te n days of the C en tenn i a l were devoted to rece i v i ng
the credent i a l s of . the fore i gn delegates , and impress i ve offic i a l ceremon i es ape

pro priate to the occas i on , bu t from the fi rst d ayof the month the pres iden t and
h i s co l l eagues wen t th rough the ceremon ies of ded i cat ion

,
l ay i ng corner stories

and Open i ng schoo ls and var i ous enterpr i ses . The new Federa l Legi s la t ive
pa lace , wh i ch i s o ne of the most magn ificent structu res in Ameri ca ,

was ded i

ca te d in the presence of many forei gn d i p lomats .

A flag parade of schoo l ch i ldren dressed in c lothes made by the soc iety

women of Mexi co wa s o n e of the most i n terest i ng process i ons
,
because of the
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you th of the part i c i pants . N otab l e among the even ts of the C en tenn i a l was the

open i ng of the Un ivers i ty of Mexico in the presence of Genera l D i az and other

h igh offic i a l s and d is t i ngu i shed forei gn educators . I n
'

an unosten ta t i ous way
the ceremon i es began wi th stra i ns of the na t iona l an them resound i ng th roughou t

the large amph i thea tre of the N at i ona l Preparatory Schoo l . Spec ia l de l egates

of fore ign un i vers i t i es wi th the caps and gowns of the i r respect i ve i nst i tu t i ons

of learn i ng were presen t , among them , D r . James Ba ldwi n , represen tat ive of

Oxford Un ivers i ty ; L i cenc iado Manuel Garc ia A l varez , a del ega te from the
Un i versi ty of Ovi edo , Spa i n ; Doctors Le nd ian and De h ig o y Mestre , of the

Un ivers i ty of H avana ; Professor Ernest M a rtine nche of the Un ivers i ty of Par i s
,

founded in 1 81 0 ; D r . Benjam i n I de W hee l er , Presiden t of the Un ivers i ty of

C a l i forn ia , one of the best educa tors of the Un i ted Sta tes ; the Ameri can C ommi s
s ion a nd ambassadors from other count r i es .

Before a br i l l i an t assemblage of men and women the Mi n i ster of Educa
t ion a nd Bel l es Artes , Senor Don J usto S i erra , read a Sp lend id paper trea t i ng
of the subj ec t of educa t i on of the you th of Mex i co , who must be fi t ted to

rece ive the rei ns of the governmen t , wh i ch sooner or l ater must fa l l to them .

I t was a spl end id ora t i on , and wa s fo l lowed by a response from the Pres i

den t who in a few d ign ified words of encou ragemen t and pra i se pronounced

the Un ivers i ty of Mex i co a th i ng of rea l i ty , to endure forever . O ther addresses

fo l lowed and the ded i cat i on of the Un ivers i ty Of Mexi co passed i n to the anna l s

of h i story .

The N at i ona l Schoo l of Agri cu l tu re was Opened a nd was one of the most

i n terest i ng of the ceremon i es of the C en tenn i a l , bei ng of importance for the

advancemen t and deve l opmen t of agri cu l tu ra l resou rces . An exh i b i t i on of l i ve
stock in connect i on wi th th i s showed fine breeds of catt l e and ho rSe s from a l l

parts of the repub l i c .

A congress of educat i on in the Schoo l of Arts and C rafts for m e n he ld i ts
sess i on wi th importan t de l egates from a l l the States of Mex i co . The new N orma l

Schoo ls for
’

men a nd for women , and some h igh schoo l s were Opened a nd the new

sei smol ogi ca l stat ion wa s ded i ca ted du ri ng the ear l i er days of the celebrat i on .

Fo l lowi ng the ded i cat i on of monuments of i ndustry and statues , came fiestas of
every k i nd,i n wh i ch Mexi can women in a l l the i r Sp lendor of j ewe l s and to i l et tes
d id thei r part in showi ng the world someth i ng of the magn ificence of the i r

en terta i nmen ts .
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One of the beau t i fu l t r i bu tes pa id to President and M rs . D i az du ri ng th e

fest iv i t i es was a musical e g i ven at the Castle of C hapu l te pec by La Estudiant i na
musi ca l c l ub of young peopl e .

Publ i c a nd priva te ba l l s ,
’

free theatres a nd bu l l-fig h ts for the peop l e, fi re

works , el ectr i ca l d i sp lays a nd parades of every ki nd were the order of th i s

month of con t i nued fe stivitv .

A PART O F T H E H I STOR ICAL PARADE .

Presiden t and M rs . D i az extended magn ificent hosp i ta l i ty to the vi s i t i ng

ambassadors and thei r fami l i es , the d i p lomat i c corps and offic ia l s , wi th a banquet

at the N at i ona l Pa lace . I t
i

was a br i l l i an t fuh ctio n . The di st i ngu i shed guests
were received in the red ha l l . Th i s is the h i stor i ca l room of the Pa lace , fi l l ed wi th

o ld pa i n t i ngs of the batt lefields and portra i ts of M exi can heroes . After the
banquet the guests at tended a ga la Opera performance in honor of the Presiden t .

The nat iona l commissi on to enterta i n the vi s i tors to the capi ta l l eft noth i ng

undone to make the peop l e enj oy the great even t , from the humblest of I nd ian

peons to the representat ives of the migh t i est monarch . Thousands of work i ng

men were given emp loymen t du r i ng the preparat ions for the C en tenn ia l , and in
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Th is g i ft from a fr i end ly country ha s cemen ted the cord ia l rel a t ions between

Mex i co and Spa i n .

I n the Ha l l of Ambassadors , the sp l end id representat ive of Spa i n made the
presentat ion in these few wel l chosen words '

“

Mr . President— I n the name of m y
'august soverei gn I have the h igh honor

of del iver i ng i n to the hands of you r Exce l l ency , that itmay remai n on Mexi can

terr i tory , the portra i t , the un i form , and other obj ects wh i ch were the property

of Genera l J osé Maria More los y Pavon , wh i ch , a s belongi ng to a great genera l

a nd c i t i zen , my country kept wi th great care for a long tim e ,
. g ua rd in g them

jea lousl y in its museum of art i l l ery .

H i s Majesty , K i ng A l fonso X I I tha t you r E xce l l ency may see i n

th i s act , and wi th you a l l the nob l e Mexi can peop l e the most complete expres

s i on of the s i ncere sa t i sfact ion wi th wh i ch he and the Mother Spa i n assoc i ate

themselves wi th you r cen tenary of independence . You are to be pra i sed for
the greatness of you r progress , and the rap id str ides Mex i co ha s made towa rd
i n terna l and i n ternat iona l peace .

To-day, for th i s reason , the Mex i can
“ repub l i c mer its and possesses the

respect , the esteem and the regard of a l l peopl e . I n her there shone , i n past

t imes
,
a l l the glor i es of the art of war, a nd now a l l the arts of peace , wh i ch have

had br i l l i an t developmen t and expansi on .

M ay God cont i nue to d i spense to her h is favors .

These are the wi shes of my K i ng and the Mother Spa i n , proud of her d aug h
ter, whom s he embraces , on th i s momentous occas ion , wi th a l l the affect ion of

her sou l and wi th a l l the memor ies of her g rea t l abor as the d i scoverer , exp lorer

and co lon i zer of the Ameri cas .

”

The Pres iden t wi th much fee l i ng thanked the monarch of Spa in i n the name
of h i s peopl e and expressed apprec i a t ion for the re l i c so h igh ly pri zed .

At the conc l us ion of the ceremony the aud ience of br i ll i an t men and women
gave many

“

oioa s for the respect ive ru l ers and a l so for the venerab l e Marqu i s

who had the honor of present i ng the gift . The Grand co l l ar of the O rder of

Car los I I I . wa s conferred o n Genera l D i az a t another ceremony and a pa i n t i ng

of A l fonso of Spa i n was unvei l ed .

A marb le tab l et erec ted on the fron t of the Art i l l ery Arsena l i n the Cuidad e la ,

in memory of the impr i sonmen t of the pa tr i ot , José Mar ia More los , was un

vei led by the Governor of the Federa l D i str i ct , Senor Don Gu i l l ermo de
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Landa v Escandon . L i t t l e ch i ldren from the schoo l s , dressed in wh i te , assi sted
the Governor in th i s ceremony by si ngi ng the nat i ona l an them . The orat i on of

the day wa s del i vered by a

noted attorney , L i cenc iado
I s idro Fabela .

The unvei l i ng of the

Monument of I nd e pe nd

ence , wi th orat i ons from

many di st i ngu i shed men ,

was one of the pri nc i pa l

even ts of th i s mon th . Th i s

was bu i l t to commemorate

the N at i ona l I ndependence .

I t i s an i mpress ive looki ng

co l umn , some parts made

In M e x iCan marb le , SU I " NOB L EMEN W I TH ESCORTS lN T H E H i s TO R i C AL PARADE .
mounted wi th a bronze

wi nged fema l e figu re . The p laster casts of the a l l egor i ca l figures were made

by nat i ve scu l ptors and sen t to I ta ly , where the cast i ngs were made . The fou r

figures on the l ower pedesta l represen t Law , Progress , R es i stance and Force .

From the base r i ses a co l umn , su rround i ng wh i ch are figures of the H eroes
of the I ndependence . The cen t ra l figure is of H i da lgo , and stand i ng on each
s ide are figu res of More l os and Guerrero . From th i s pedesta l r i ses the shaft
te n feet in d iameter and s ixty-seven feet h igh . I t i s the work of An ton i o R i vas
Mercado and was completed i n 1 91 0 .

One of the most s ign ifican t ceremon i es du r i ng th i s mon th was the unvei l i ng

of the statue of Ben i to J uarez , fi rst pres iden t of the repub l i c after the empi re .

Before a bri l l i an t concou rse of d i st i ngu i shed Mexi cans and ambassadors , and the

su rviv i ng members of the J uarez fami l y , the pres ident , wi th tears streami ng , drew

aside the canvas tha t h id the most “fi t t i ng monumen t ever bu i l t in Mexi co . I t

is of Dori c sty le
,
constructed from I ta l i an marb l e , severe a nd magn ificen t , typ i

ca l of the character of th i s great man . I t i s the work of the scu l ptor Lazaron i ,

after the design of H ered i a , and seems to represen t the true character of J uarez ,
whose i n tense pa tr iot i sm and uprigh t pr i nc i p l es immorta l i zed h im . The scu l p

tu re represents J uarez between two a l l egor i ca l figures of Glory and M ex ico ~ the s e



figures are seven metres h igh and are most i mposi ng . Th is monument is a

recogn i t i on of the greatness of
‘

the reformer who d id s o much for Mexi co i n

the c los ing years of h is l ife .

Senor I ngen i ero I gnac i o d
'

e la Barre , in a wel l de l i vered address exp la i ned

that the massive work of construct ion wa s comp leted in te n months , theworkmen

in
’

a Sp i r i t of patr i ot i sm worki ng day and n igh t . On th i s occas ion the Ameri ca n
government presen ted an im mense wrea th of floWe rs wh i ch wa s borne to t he

foot of the statue o n the strong shou lders of two most d i st i ngu i shed ambassadors ,
Honorab le C u rt i s Gu i ld and H onorab le H enry Lane W i l son . Th i s monument

i s mos t consp icuously p laced
.

i n the A l ameda , on the avenue wh i ch bears the name
of the great patr i ot .

The s i te in Plaza D i namarca upon wh i ch wi l l stand the monument to W ash

in g ton presen ted to Mexi co by the res i dent c i t i ze ns of the Un i ted States , was ded i

cate d by Genera l D i az . The i ntroductory address was made by Mr . C . R
_

. H udson
and the orat i on deli vered by H onorab leH enry LaneW i l son , the res ident American
ambassador , wa s conc l uded inmost br i l l i an t language . Th i s monumen t i s now

in construc t ion , and i s one of the many con tr i but i ons in honor of the C entenn ia l .

On September 1 4th , the statue of Baron A l exander Vo n H umbo ld t, the mag
n ifice nt gift from the German Emperor to the repub l i c was unvei l ed in the garden

of the N at i ona l L i brary . I n the midst of g l i t ter i ng u n iforms and decorat i ons
,

wi th the German band d i scours i ng stra i ns ofT annhauser, the Presiden t and h is

su i te arr ived to hear the address o f
_pre s e n ta tion by Ambassador C ar l Bue nz and

h is di p l omat i c staff. I t wa s the most br i l l i an t ly garbed assemblage of peop l e

at any ded i cat i on du r i ng the ce l ebra t i on . The ch ief execu t ive drew the cord

wh i ch parted the cu rta i ns that
'

h id the dign ified statue of the m a n whose fa i th

in Mexi co had i nsp i red h is pred i ct ions of its great fu tu re . The mari nes and

sa i lors of the man of war Freya ! made a great impre ss ion by thei r sp l endid

beari ng . A chorus of ma le vo i ces , h idden i n the recesses of the bu i ld i ng , rendered
select ions of c lass i ca l musi c .

“

The orat i on of the German ambassador wa s

del i vered in an eloquen t sty le . H e sa id :
Mr . Presiden t :

Lad ies and Gent lemen :
Th i s day belongs to the fraterna l feel i ng between Mex i cans and Germans .

W e find ou rse lves to-day under the emb l em :
‘

The German Emperor to '

the

Mexi can Na t i on.

’

These are the words wr i tten on the base where has been



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


Emperor
,
has sen t me to express to Your Exce l l ency , in the presence of the rep

re s e n tative s of h is army and h is navy , h is S i ncere sympathy for Your E xce l lency ,
h is cordi a l des i res for you r

wel fare and for the prosper
i ty of the Mex i can nat i on ,

and i t i s for th i s reason , a s

a permanent symbo l of th i s

goodwi l l and love , that H is

Maj esty fu rthered the p lan

of erect i ng in th i s , the cap

i ta l c i ty of the repub l i c , the

monumen t we are abou t to

unvei l

The erect ion of the

monument i n fron t of the

N at iona l L i brary is s ig n ifi
can t

-

of the un i ve rsa l i ty in

wh i ch a l l the d i fferences of races , a l l the evo l u t ions are reso lved ; of the un iver

s a lity of sc i ence , of the harmony of u l t imate ideas , of the ch ie f
'

e nd s of manki nd .

I t is wi th th i s idea , Mr . Presiden t , that I to-day have the honor of de l iver i ng i n

the name. of the Emperor, toY ou r Excel l ency as the represen tat ive of the nat i on ,
the statue of A l exander H umbold t , so le honorary c i t i zen of th i s repub l i c . That

th i s monument be a
"
m onum e nturri sere pe re nn ius

’

of the fr i endsh i p wh i ch

happi ly b i nds ou r nat i ons and ou r governmen ts , a wi tness , dumb , bu t e loquent ,

of the cont i nuous progress of th i s country towards the goa l of its dest i n i es .

After a sel ect ion from Mendel ssohn , the response for the pres iden t wa s

del ivered by the br i l l i an t governor of the Federa l D i str i ct , H onorab l e Gu i l l ermo
de Landa y Escandon . I t was an en t i re day of fest iv i ty . Lunches and d i nners
were given at the German C l ub and theatr i ca l performances in honor of the Ger
mans in a ll parts of the c i ty . The cadets and officers from the warsh i p were

gi ven the freedom of the town .

Many other statues were ded i cated and u nvei l ed , among them monuments

in honor of Gari ba ld i and Pasteu r .

I n the Monumen ta l Tr i bune at C hapu l tepec the pres iden t and h is cabi net ,

the fore i gn ambassadors and l ad ies and gen t lemen of Mexi can soc i ety wi tnessed

S I T E OF T H E WASH INGTON MONUMENT . PRESENTED BY
T H E AME R ICAN COLONY .
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the ceremony of the ded i ca t ion of the ground for the sta tue of Queen I sabe l
,

the Catho l i c , wh i ch wa s presented by the Span i sh Co lony .

A l l honor was pa id to the cadets who fel l in the bat t l e of Mol i no del R ey , o n

whose monument were p laced wreaths of flowers .

N o t a day passed du ri ng th i s great C en tenn i a l wi thou t some wonderfu l

form of en terta i nmen t . The C i v i c parade wh i ch took place September 1 4th ,

waS
‘

o ne i n wh ich a l l c lasses of soc i ety part i c i pa ted . Over ten thousand peop le

marched in th i s process i on , am id wavi ng banners . I t was headed by a l l the

offic i a l s of the governmen t , and took i n every labor organ izat i on and employees

of the governmen t . The presiden t revi ewed i t from the ba l cony of the N at i ona l

Pa lace .

On S e pte m b e r . 1 5 th , the most un ique pagean t known i n h i story took p lace .

I t was the h i stor i ca l parade wh i ch compri sed every character of Mexi co
’

s h i story .

I t was a drama enacted before the pres iden t wi th the o ldest s i te of Mex i co

C i ty , the Plaza de la C onst i tuc i on , as i ts stage . The actors numbered over twelve

thousand and many came from parts of the repub l i c in wh i ch the even t they were

to dep i c t was ori gina l ly enacted . A l l the magn ificence of the Emperor Monte
zuma as he wen t forth to greet H ernanCortés was fa i thfu l l y represen ted in ’

co s

tum e s Of thei r t imes a nd races . The fo l l owi ng i s a transla t i on from the M ex ica n

Da i ly R e cord , of the programme furn i shed by the members of the N a t i ona l Com

miss ion , to whom a l l honor shou ld be given for th i s stu pendous success :

APPROAC H OF CORTES

The t roops of Co rtes , composed of fou r hundred Span i ards and seven
thousand I nd i an a l l i es , passed the n igh t in the town of Amecameca , i n the va l l ey
formed by the Montana que N umea , (mounta i n that smokes) , on the s th of

N ovember , 1 5 1 9 . The fo l lowi ng day they con t i nued thei r j ou rney toward the

grea t Tenoch t i t l an , the proud Lady of the Lakes ; passed by Tla lmana l co and
held to stop in Ayte z in g e , a vi l l age near Cha lce . On r i s i ng the next day to

con t i nue the j ou rney , Cacam a , the k i ng of Tezcoco ca l l ed the Span i sh conqueror

and presen ted h im wi th r i ch gi fts in the name of Mon tezuma .

The march con t i nued , a nd o n tha t day , N ovember 6 th , they arr ived a t

I xtapa lapan where they were rece ived by C u i t l ahuac , brother of the emperor of

Mexi co , where they were comfortab ly lodged .
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Very early on the 7th , the j ou rney was resumed ; i t is sa id tha t Co rtes

appeared somewhat d i st rustfu l and for that reason he formed h is t roops i n l i ne of

batt l e . The flags were unfu r led and the drums made a tremendous no i se to

terror ize the I ndi ans .

Great wa s the exc i tement i n the hearts of
.

the Span iards a t the s ight of the

panorami c v iew of the c i ty , where number l ess temples rose to v iew majest i ca l ly

over the crysta l l akes . The exuberan t vegetat i on and l uxu ri ousness , the gi fts

MON TE ZUMA 'S ARMY IN MI L I TARY PARADE .

or presen ts consi st i ng of go ld , prec ious stones , r i ch p l umage , and s o var ied

vegetab le prod ucts , a l l must have caused a grea t impress ion on the mi nds of these

men of i nsat iab le th i rst for adventu re .

EMPEROR MEETS CORTES
Emperor Montezuma prepared h imse l f to meet the conqueror . Two

brothers accompan i ed the emperor and a l so the lords of T e zcoac, I xtapa lapan

a nd Coyoacan , the k i ng of T lacopan , the treasu rer of Montezuma , T laca te ca t,

the capta i n genera l and other great personages .
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J uarez and San Franc i sco . W hen they reached the corner of E m pad re d i llo ,

Montezuma and h i s party passed i n front of the porta l es , and C o rtes and h i s

UNVE I L ING OF T H E H UMBOLDT STATUE . PRESENTE D TO MEX ICO BY EMPE ROR W I LL IAM .

party to the fron t of. the Cathedra l , in order that the meet i ng of the two wou ld

take place under the centra l ba l cony of the N at i ona l Pa lace . The order of the

process i on was as fo l l ows :

MONTE ZUMA’

S GROUP

N i neteen Mexi can warri ors wi th
“

banners .

Grand capta i n escorted by eight warr i ors wi th badge of nob le d i st i nct i on .

F i fty Mexi can warr iors .

Th i rty e igh t pr i ests .

5 . Lords of Tezcoco , I xtapa lapan , Coyoacan and T lacopan accompan i ed

by twen ty Kn ights of the Sun .

6 . F i fteen noblemen , or great l ords .
7 . Twenty I ndian women escorted by s ix warr iors wi th fixe d .b ann e rs and

two Tiger Kn igh ts .

E

V

E
R

!"
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8. Servan ts carry i ng tapestr i es and rugs or b lankets to p lace them on the

ground when the emperor a l igh ts from h i s pa lanqu i n .

9 . Ten m i n i sters wi th go ld rods in the i r hands .

1 0 . Emperor Montezuma i n h i s pa lanqu i n , conducted by fou r grea t l ords .

Another fou r nob lemen carry la rge fans , fifty more great l ords surround the

emperor .

1 1 . Group of warri ors , pr i ests , who escort the emperor .

1 2 . The process i on i s c l osed by seven ty-two Mexi can warr iors wi th the i r

respect i ve ch iefs .

CORTES
’

S GROUP

1 A guard of s ix so ld i ers , ca rab i n i ers on horseback and twen ty on foot .

2 . D rummers a nd buglers .

3 Ba l l esteros .

4 . H ernan Co rtes , accompan i ed by Dona Mar i na (M a lin tz in ) and h i s

d i st i ngu i shed capta i ns .

5 . Pr iests a nd servan ts of C o rtes .

6 . A rchers .

7 . T laxca lte ca warr i ors a l l i ed to Cortés , i n the fo l l owi ng order
'

Advance guard of ten warr i ors .

C h i efs of the repub l i c of T laxca la .

Standard bearers .

Ei gh ty warri ors wi th the i r respect ive commanders , or ch i efs .

SECON D GROUP

The second group represen ts the epoch of Span i sh dom i n i on in Mexico , i n

the process ion of the banner .

To commemorate the 1 3 th day -of August , the ann iversa ry of the conquest ,
the process i on used to be organ i zed in the fo l l owi ng order :

Preceded by the drummers , buglers a nd the severa l foot ushers , the caba l

gada marched from the chu rch of San H i po l i to to the mun i c i pa l pa lace , the pro
cess i on be i ng formed by the counc i lmen , the mayor , the fi rst constab l e , one

honorary co lone l a nd l i eu tenan t-co l one l of Span i sh i nfan try , the members of the

counc i l of h i s-maj esty , the members of the aud i encia . I n a prom i nent p lace wa s

the a l ferez or ch ief ens ign of the town . The rear of the group wa s a mi l i ta ry
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force and the pr i nc i pa l I nd ians of San t iago and T la lte lo lco , wa lk i ng on foot wi th

thei r typ i ca l square b lankets , wide trousers , a cape and sanda l s . A s a ru l e these

I nd i ans were the governor ,

the mayor , the j udge and

fi rst constab les of the afore

sa id p laces . On reach i ng

the mun i c ipa l pa lace , the

a l ferez rea l wou ld take the

banner wh i ch wa s p laced

upon a scar let p i l l ow under

the ma i n ba l cony , and b e

fore a notary he wou ld

p l edge abj ect s ubm iss i on

T H E JUAR EZ MONUMENT , and retu rn i t to the p lace

whence i t came .

The processi on aga i n formed , the roya l a l ferez proceeded on
'

the march

through the streets of T lapa lro s , R efug io , Puen te del Esp i r i tu San to , San Angel ,
San August i n , Po rtaco e li and Flam e nce s to the ma i n en trance of the v i ceroy

’

s

pa lace . The vi ceroy wou ld come down and j o i n the process ion , su rrounded by

the h igh dign i tar i es of the pa lace , the a l ferez rea l to h is -l eft and to h i s ri gh t the

o ldest j udge of the supreme cou rt . The cava l cade wou ld take the streets of

E l R e loj , Encarnac ion , and San to Domi ngo , to arr i ve at the p la tform erected

in fron t of the pa lace, on wh i ch fou r ma idens and fou r kn igh ts were
“

wa i t i ng .

Once on the tr i bune , the a l ferez wou ld del i ver to the v i ceroy the banner to be

ra i sed above h i s head . Th is ceremony was patron i zed by the provi nc i a l s of

San to Domi ngo and S an Franc i sco . W hen the ceremony ended , the v i ceroy

entered the pa l ace wi th h i s party and the a lferez , wi th h is party , returned

to the ayuntamien to to l eave there the banner , the whole process ion then bei ng

d i spersed .

Th i s group consi sted of two hundred and eighty-e ight persons and marched

in the order i nd i cated . A t the mai n ba l cony of the mun i c i pa l pa lace the roya l
ensi gn was p laced , wh i ch i s of cr imson damask wi th the roya l emblem em

bro idered in gold , tr immed wi th a flounce of go ld , cords a nd s i l k tassel s . The

roya l emblem i s surrounded by the fo l lowi ng i nscr i pt ion :

N on in mu l t i tud i ne Exe rc itus Co ns is tit s e d i n Vol u ntate D e i .
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On September 1 6 th , the grea t rev iew of the army of the republ i c took p lace .

On th i s occasi on the foreign del egates had the Opportun i ty of v iewi ng the army

of Mexi co in a l l i ts g lo rv.

A Sp lendid offic i a l recept i on g iven by Governor de Landa y Escandon in
the n ew Muni c i pa l Pa lace brough t together a concou rse of d i st i ngu i shed men and

women . Th i s was o ne of the great soc ia l even ts

One of the most magn ificen t spectac l es tha t occu rred du r i ng th i s ga l a

Centenn ia l wa s the ba l l g iven by Pres iden t D i az and Madame Carmen R omero de

D i az , the D i p l omat i c Corps and Mex i can soc i ety . The l arge patio of the

N at i ona l Pa lace was a fa i ry land wi th myr i ads of l i gh ts and flowers
,
and in no

part of the wor ld cou ld the re be a more wonderfu l d i sp l ay . I t was an honor to

the nat i on . Mexi co may j ust l y be proud of the d i sp lay at th i s funct ion , she may

wel l be proud of her beau t i fu l women who in
'

the ir magn ificen t to i l et tes and

j ewels Carr i ed themselves wi th such d ign i ty . A Spec ia l ambassador of on e of
the Cou rts of

‘

E u rope rem arked tha t he had never s e e n am on g crowned heads a

woman who bore her d ign i ty wi th such grace a nd beau ty as Madame D i az .

Over ten thousand guests ass i sted a t th i s beau t ifu l ba l l .

D u ri ng the bri l l i ancy of the fi es tas , the nati on
’

s dead heroes were no t for

gotten . The urns conta i n i ng the rema i ns and rel i cs of Mexi co
’

s patr iots were

t ransferred from the Cathedra l to the N at iona l Pa lace , and a most touch i ng

apotheosi s wa s held in the i r honor .

TH E ARMY OF CORTE’S l N PARADE .
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pro g re s s a re to be seen evidence of the art i st
’

s i nst i nct
,
whi ch finds express ion

in sp l end id forms of arch i tectu re , not of the sol i d u nsi gh t ly b l ocks of stone Wh i ch

so d isfig ure ou r la rge Ameri can c i t i es . The progress Of Mexi co has been

wonderfu l in the last fifteen years .

The soc ia l d i st i nct i on of the c i ty is prom i nent l y marked by its magn ificen t

c l ubs . The pr inc i pa l of these is the J ockey C l u b , whose sumptuous home is i n

The House of T i l es , on San Franci sco Street . The bu i ldi ng is one of the

finest in the cap i ta l ; i t was bu i l t ear l y in the e ighteen th centu ry and W as former ly

the pa lace of the C onde del Va l l e de Or i zaba . I ts mass ive form i n Moor i sh sty le
and Venet i an ornamen tat i on gi ves i t a character whol ly i nd iv idua l and irre s is ti

b ly attrac t ive . T he facade is en t i re l y fin i shed wi th wh i te and b l ue t i l es , hen ce the

fami l i ar name of the bu i ld i ng . The bu i ld in g is en tered by a ri ch l y carved porta l

of mass ive proport i ons ; the great d oo rs
'

of cedar are ornamen ted wi th un ique

copper ornaments . A s the great patios are reached thei r ample stretch suggests

tha t one i s in the prec incts of a vast deserted Anda lus i an pa lace . I n the court

way stands a memor ia l of the days of the founder of the pa lace , a foun ta i n of

marvel l ous beau ty , del i ca te l y and gracefu l ly ch i se l ed i n the best styl e of that day .

The fi rst floor is carr i ed on rich ly decorated cy l i ndr i ca l co l umns . A t the
l eft is the l i brary , an exqu i s i te l y adorned apartmen t wi th every appo i n tment

that l uxu ry can suggest for such a room a nd a spec ia l l i tera ture befi t t i ng the

establ i shment , comp lete in every respect .

A S l i t t l e change as possi b l e ha s been made in the struc tu ra l character of

the o ld C oun t
’

s pa lace . On the grand sta i rway , the great l amp wi th its a labaster

globes casts i ts soft l i gh t on the o ld wa l l s , j ust as i t d id when the assassi n stru ck

d own
‘

the or igi na l owner . Sp lendi d Venet ian m i rrors reflect the beau t i es of

decorat i on and deep s e t wi ndows of octagona l Shape wi th the i r odd ly designed

panes of r i ch l y sta i ned glass serve to add decorat ive strength and to he igh ten

the effect of the cur i ous cei l i ng t i l ed wi th a l ternate rows Of porcela i n and cedar .

T-hé corr idor on the ma i n floor i s a lso a masterp i ece of t i l e work , l i ke the

facade , in wh i te and b l ue . A str i k i ng feature of th i s corr idor is the ra i l i ng of
iurn ba g o ,

a bronze composi te brought by Spa i n
’

s ga l l eons from C h i na , wh i ch is

Splend id ly wrough t and is of grea t va l ue . Of the same meta l are the c l u b-
"
s ba l

con
'

i es fac i ng San Franc i sco Street and C a l lej on C ondesa . I n. the ma i n floor corr i

dor and on the landi ng of the grand stai rcase st i l l rema in the graved coat-of-arms
of De l Va l le , and everywhere wh i te and b l ue t i l es , cost ly as si l ver , and unmarred
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by the touch of centu ri es ; a b i t of o ld t i me sp l endor prec i ousl y cheri shed both

as bei ng old and
‘

a s rem i nders o f the h igh profic i ency of the art of ear l i er days .

On the ma i n floor i s the l i t t l e-changed chapel of the Conde del Va l l e wh i ch

was once the deposi tory of the sacred re l i cs a nd art t reasu res of h i s fam i ly ,
bu t i s

now devoted to games of tres z
’

llo . H ere st i l l i s the r i ch l y carved qua i n t cedar
porta l and the fine scu l ptu red arch of the former oratory .

The h i story of the famous c l u b begi ns wi th 1 881 , and i ts found i ng i s due to

the la te Genera l Pedro R i ncon Ga l la rdo and Senor Franc i sco Somera
,
who o b

ta in ed the co-opera t i on of the mun i c i pa l counc i l . On J une 8, 1 881 ,
the fi rst

pres iden t , S e fio r Somera , was el ected . The second wa s Senor Manuel R omero

R ub i o . A t h i s dea th i n 1 895 , Genera l Ga l l ardo succeeded . Senor Yves L iman
tou r i s now the president and Senor Sebast ian Camacho , the v i ce-pres iden t .

The c l ub membersh i p i s extremely exc l us ive ; there are bu t a few forei gn

members a nd i n t roduct i ons are Very l i m i ted .

The Un ivers i ty C l u b is most comfortab l y housed i n Ca l l e Bucare l i . Oc

cas iona l i n t roduct i ons are perm i t ted by members , and enterta i nmen t i s accorded

as guests to v is i t i ng un i vers i ty men on the request of members .

The Coun try C l u b i s near Tacubaya , in one of the finest c l u b bu i ld i ngs in

Ameri ca , bei ng of Span i sh m i ss i on sty l e . l ts hosp i ta l i ty i s generously extended

to non-res iden ts of the Federa l d i st r i ct . Vis i tors may be i n t roduced i n person
,

and two weeks
’

pr iv i l eges are gran ted o n request of members . I t has a sp l end id

tenn i s cou rt and a fine go l f l i n k . The di n i ng room i s fin i shed i n O ld F l em ish .

Th i s is the favori te meet i ng p lace of d i st i ngu i shed Ameri cans .

The home of the Bri t i sh C l u b in San Franc i sco Street is handsomely ap

poi n ted
,
and in great favor . The membersh i p is , of cou rse , ch i efly Bri t i sh , wi th

a few co l on i sts from other p laces and a spri nk l i ng of Mex icans . Vis i tors are

enterta i ned for two weeks o n request of members .

The French C l u bs , the C erc l e Francoi s a nd the Un ivers i ty C l u b , are both

noted for the i r a t t ract i ons .

The Ameri ca n C l u b o n Ca l l e l ndependenc ia i s the ch ief soc ia l foyer of the
l ead i ng Ameri can res iden ts in the cap ita l. The prov i s i on made for accommoda

t i on of members and guests , though extensive , i s often taxed to i ts capac i ty .

The pr iv i l ege of guests of the C l u b is accorded on request to members for the

accommodat ion of thei r v i s i t i ng fr i ends .

The German C l u b has a fin e
'

new bu i ld i ng and a Sp lend i d gymnasi um .
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The Casi no Espano l C l u b 18 dom ic i l ed in a mansi on
,
and has a membersh i p

“

of ei ght hundred . Th i s C l u b is famous for its magn ificen t ba l l s . D u ri ng the

Centenni a l i t gave ma ny fi es ta s of note . Senor Sanchez y R amos
,
a so

'

n-in-law

of Ben i to Juarez , is the d is

tin g u is h ed president .

The D i p lomat i c Corps ,

wh ich i s qu i te large, is an

importan t e l emen t i n the
“

soc i a l l i fe of the Cap i ta l , and

i s composed of many d is

ting uish e d representat ives .

The Span i sh , the French
a nd the J apanese are among

the best en terta i ners . The

Bri t i sh government i s re pre

sen ted by H is Excel l ency ,

the H onorabl e R egi na ld T .

Tower . Soon after h is ar

r i va l in Mexi co , he pre

sented Genera l D i az wi th

the Grand C ross of the

Bath , wh i ch was conferred

on the Pres ident by H i s
Maj esty , K i ng Edward .

The Ameri can Co lony
i n the C i ty Of Mexi co is

composed of many d ist i ngu i shed representat ives . Thei r soc i a l l i fe , wh i l e i n a

measu re confined to themselves
, is del ightfu l ; The Amer ican Ambassador ,

Honorable Henry Lane W i l son , and h is
'

charm i ng wi fe have endeared them

selves to everyone . H onorab l e Arno ld Shankl i n is the Un i ted Sta tes Consu l
Genera l . He i s a popu la r favor i te and has won many fri ends and admi rers i n
Mexi co .

The Chri stmas customs of Mexi co are uncommon ly pret ty and touch i ng .

The C hri stmas-tree is not a nat ive i nst i tu t i on , though i t g i ves i nd i cat ions of

becomi ng na tu ra lized . I n i ts stead the M exi can ch i ldren have what they ca ll

H I STOR ICAL STA I RWAY O F JOCKEY CLUB .
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The orig i n of the feast of A l l Sou l s’ dates back to the year 827 A .D . , when

A m a la rio , the Deacon of Metz , pub l i shed the office for the dead , bu t i t was not

unt i l 998 A .D . , that S t. Odi l l on , abbot of C l u ny , i nst i tu ted i n h is chu rches th is

feast i n commemora t ion of the

fa i thfu l deceased . Th is feast soon

preva i l ed in the Ca tho l i c C hurch .

I t . took a rather wider range in

France i n the e igh teen th cen tu ry ,

when the laborers began to ded i

ca te gratu i tou s work , for the bene

fi t of the poor of A l l Sou l s’ day ,

and offered to the C hu rch wheat ,

wh i ch , accord i ng to the Pau l i ne

desi gnat i on, i s the symbol of resu r

rect i on .

The idea of these N ovember

feasts i s not or i g i na l w i th Mexi co ;

it
_

ha s found root i n near l y every

rel i gi on .

The feasts of A l l Sa i n ts’ and
A l l Sou l s’ a l though no t ce lebrated

wi th the éclat of former years , are

st i l l very i n teresti ng i n certa i n-po r

t i ons of the republ i c , espec ia l ly a long the Gu lf coast . There the I nd i ans are i n

the hab i t of p lac i ng u pon the graves du l ces , or sweetmeats , prepared wi th .

chi lacayote and ca la ba ga s . The I nd ians p l ace these du l ces wi th large j ars of

water upon the tombs of thei r deceased re lat i ves and fr i ends du ri ng the after

noon of N ovember l s t, s o that the dead— that n igh t at l east— can have some

th i ng to eat and dr i nk . Th i s l a t ter arrangement is s im i lar to some of the

customs of Germany and C en tra l Eu rope .

The
“

ofrenda , or offer i ng , i s , s i ngu lar to s ay, of Azte c ori gi n . The Aztecs
were in

-

the habi t of cremat i ng thei r dead ; and th ey
'

ke p
'

t the ashes i n an u rn

wi th fragmen ts of prec ious meta l s , emera lds , etc . , a l so pu t t i ng i n food and ca tlis ,

together wi th bows a nd arrows and a quan t i ty of a great go lden-hearted flower

ca l l ed the {em poa lgoz
’

chz
'

tL wh i ch can be found growi ng i n Mexi co profus e ly at

TH E JOC KEY C LUB .
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th i s day . Th i s flower i s used to decorate the sepu l ch res i n company wi th wh i te

roses , the ruby flor de n oche bue na , and vel vety forget-me-nots , as w e ll as

v io l ets , geran i ums , and marguer i tes . I n the coun t ry d i st r i c ts the ofrenda i s

much more e laborate than in the c i ty . Cand les are a l so used by thousands i n

the l i t t l e pan leon s or cemeter i es of the count ry . Among the simpl e fo l k i n these
I nd ian v i l l ages the l oca l poets wri te u p more or l ess readab le poet ry , wh i ch i s

a l so i nc l uded in the offer i ng to the dead . I n some i so la ted port i ons of Mexi co

th i s custom preva i l s to such an exten t tha t the ch i ld ren beg money from thei r

parents to buy fru i t for tha t pu rpose , or e ls e , they say , the departed wi l l come on

Ha l l oween and pull the i r l i t t l e feet . I t i s impossi bl e to g ive a n i dea of a l l the

cu r i ous customs and i nc iden ts tha t preva i l i n the ru ra l d i st r i c ts of Mexi co wi th

respect to the observance of these ho l idays . Ha l l oween in Mexi co does not
partake of the m isch i evous and j ocose character of the d av i n the Un i ted Sta tes

a nd England .

Among the character i st i c s igh ts of these days pecu l i a r to Mexi co are the
strange toys so ld o n the streets and in sta l l s . They consi st of sku l l and cross

bones of sugar adorned wi th go ld l eaf , l a th coffins surrounded wi th pr i ests and

aco lytes and con ta i n i ng a ske leton , min ia tu re ca tafa lques , a l tars , etc . Many

of the coffins are so arranged tha t by pu l l i ng a st r i ng the l id Opens and the dead

m a n s i ts u p . N o Mex i can ch i l d i s con ten t wi thou t one of these toys . The mozos

a nd domest i c servan ts a l so look a t th i s t ime for thei r fest iva l , to wh i ch they give

the name of ca lcwem (sku l l ) . I t i s a carn iva l of death ; a
'

m ing ling of l evi ty wi th

sadness .

I t i s the custom to v i s i t o n A l l Sou l s’ day the graves of rel at ives and
fr i ends , to p lace wreaths and cand les round abou t , and to offer prayers . Any
o n e of Mexi co

’

s cemeter i es offers a n i n terest i ng scene on tha t day . The French
cemetery , where many of Mex ico

’

s wea l th i est fam i l i es have the i r vau l ts , i s one

mass of beau t i fu l wrea ths . The tomb of J uarez , i n the San Fernando ceme
te ry, rece ives many mementoes from adm i rers of the great L i bera l sta tesman .

The cemetery of Tepeyac , near Guada l upe , where l i e the rema ins of San ta Anna
and members of many of Mexi co

’

s fi rst fam i l i es , i s v i s i ted by a throng of devou t

mou rners beari ng cost ly wreaths . The abundance of trees wh i ch darkens the

Engl i sh cemetery even a t m id-day makes i t em i nen t l y harmon ious wi th the
tendency to sober med i ta t ion . Th i s cemetery con ta i ns the tombs of the fi rst

Engl i shmen , a lmost the fi rst forei gners , that ever came to th i s country , away
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back i n the twent i es . The Ameri can cemetery i s near the Engl i sh . There i s a

monument to the Ameri can so ld iers who per i shed in the Va l l ey of Mex ico in
1847 . Th is rece ives i ts flora l offer i ngs on Decorat ion Day. But i f the tou ri st

or res iden t wishes to see a char

acte ris tica lly Mexi can ce lebra

t i on of A l l Sou l s’, he shou ld go
to the grea t Do lores cemetery .

Except on very few tombs , he
wi l l find no French creat ions i n
the way of wreaths , bUt an

abundance of flowers .

Out beyond the sou thwest

e rn l im i ts of the c i ty , on the

boundary l i ne formed by what

is known as the C a l zada de la

Veron i ca , is the l i t t l e patch of

ground wh i ch possesses such

pecu l i a r i n terest for Ameri cans
,

and espec i a l l y for those who

reside in Mexi co . Though on

Mex i can soi l , i t is Ameri can i n
the fu l l est sense of the word

,
for

y
the fu l l and perfec t t i t l e therei nSENOR —p R E S I DENT

is vested i n the Un i ted States
,

and its managemen t and con tro l

are in the hands of theW a r Department at W ash i ngton . Mexi co i s the on ly coun

try on earth where the Un i ted States possesses a t i t l e to land for such pu rposes , and

exerc i ses au thori ty over foreign soi l . I t wa s i n 1 873 that the cemetery was sub

je cte d to the ru l es and regu la t ions affect i ng Un i ted Sta tes nat iona l cemeter i es . I t

wa s establ i shed in 1 85 1 ,
under an act of Congress approved September 28, 1 850 .

The seven hundred and fifty so ld i ers who were k i l l ed on the p la i ns of Mexi co

are bu r i ed together i n a s i ngl e grave . I n m e m o ry
'

of these , a simp le g ran i te

shaft abou t s ix feet h igh has been ra i sed .

To obta i n the ri gh t to bu ry there i t is necessary to secu re a perm i t from the

Un i ted Sta te s cons u l-genera l , the perm i t being a voucher for the c itize n s h ip
'

of



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


21 2 MEXI CO

Span i ards , anxiously awa i t i ng the secret wh i ch C uauhtemoc never d i sc l osed .

Do not be weary , he sa id to h is tormentors ; he who has res i sted fam i ne
z

death , and the wrath of the gods is not capab le of hum i l i at i ng h imse lf now l i ke

FOUNTA IN IN TH E PAT IO OF TH E JOCKEY C LUB .

a weak woman ; the t reasu ry

of the k i ngs of Mexi co I s ub

merged in the l ake fou r days

before the s i ege of the c i ty ,

and vou wi l l never find i t .

On e of the Easter cus
tom s is the hangi ng in effigy

of J udas I scar iot , wh i ch is

done everywhere in the

coun try , from the p lazas of

the large c i t i es down to the

sma l l est hamlet . The Cath

o li c c i t i zens att i re themselves

in deep mou rn i ng through

ou t a l l of Ho l yW eek , and on
Satu rday grotesque figu res

'

of . h im who betrayed h i s

Lord are brough t ou t every
where and hanged . After
th i s the y are bu rned wi th a l l

the con tempt due to the be

t rayer of h i s Master .

Mexi can women of the

better .c lass are noted for

the i r beau ty ; and everywhere the young gi r l s are exqu i s i te l y pret ty . The

sl ender ova l of the face
,
the r i ch o live

'

of the cheek , the long , sweep i ng , dark

l ashes over superb eyes
,
glowi ng at once wi th pass i on and tenderness , the low

forehead wi th its r i pp l i ng mass of dusky ha i r , the s l ender neck , the l i the form ,

the spri ngi ng step, and the da in ty foo t make them l i ke a poet
’

s dream of . darkly

bri l l i ant l ovel i ness , and not to be measu red by a ny other type in the wor ld .

Among the upper c lasses of Mexi co wi l l be found a s h igh a degree of soc i a l
and i n te l l ectua l refinement a

'

s ex i sts in Pari s ; as qu i ck a recept i on and as cordia l
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a knowl edge of the arts a nd l i teratu re as peop l e of the busy c i t i es of the Un i ted

Sta tes have acqu i red . Thei r wea l th i s l avi sh ly d i sp layed ; thei r taste i s e xe r

c is e d to a degree equa l to tha t of any other peop l e in the wor ld ; _
and the i n ter i or

of many of the i r dwel l i ngs fu rn i shes a gl impse of happ i ness and cu l tu red e legance

that :wi th the i r l ess act ive temperamen t , they enj oy more than do thei r northern

ne ig hbors . Yet these peopl e , who rece ive the la test Pari s fash i ons and l i ter
atu re by every steamer , st i l l c l i ng to some anc i en t customs . Soc i a l l aw restr i c ts

i ntercou rse between the sexes , as in the La t i n nat ions of Eu rope . The peopl e

are noted for the i r good manners , the i r po l i teness , and the i r cou rtesy to st rangers .

They make excel l en t hosts , a nd they throw thei r houses open to the i r guests

wi th the most hearty generosi ty .

Such are some of the aspects of l i fe i n Mexi co . W ander forth i n the morn

i ng a lmost any day in the year and you wi l l find the b l ue sky a free expanse

above
,
wi th the fo l i age laz i ly sway i ng aga i nst i t ; bi rds— ye l low , or b l ack wi th

orange and crimson spots— si ngi ng or chat ter i ng in wi ld freedom . There i s a

gl impse of water , i n to wh i ch the sun drops beams through the fo l i age . Plan ts

and t rees of a l l sorts break the scene i n to fasc i nat i ng pa t terns . F l owers i n
b loom beau t i fy and scen t the dream .

Or i t i s even i ng , and e lectr i c l i gh ts. cast a ha lf s hadow s i l en t as a tomb :

the t rees and flowers and b i rds s l eep , a myster ious qu iet and suggest i on of l uxu

ri an t fo l i age tha t appea l s to one in a certa i n mood ; bu t a l l i s gay abou t . Then

the o ld moon swi ngs u p from beh i nd the ragged wa l l , between the heavy arches

of trees , a nd the scene tha t you though t perfec t i s enhanced . The moon grows

b igger and the scene l i gh ter , and th i s , you remember , i s bu t one day i n beau t i fu l

Mexi co .

Everywhere the peopl e are cheerfu l and simp l e in thei r ways of l i v i ng . They
a l l a t tend chu rch , and are devot i ona l in hab i t . Doubt less more prayers are sa id

in Mexi co i n a s i ngl e day than in a l l the Un i ted States together ; and yet some

peop le in the la t ter coun try want to send mi ssi onar i es to Mexi co !

I n severa l d i fferen t p laces i nc l ud i ng Guanaj ua to , Mexi co has a d i sp lay of

comparat ive ly modern mummies and ca tacombs . The pract i ce preva i l s
,
as i n

some Eu ropean c i t i es , of rent i ng tomb space for the use of a corpse . I n Mexi co
,

i f a t the exp i rat ion of the or ig i na l term there i s no renewa l of the l ease , the corpse

i s dumped i n to an extensive underground chamber . I f in the dry a i r the evi cted

m um m ifie s , he stands aga i nst the wa l l ; i f he tumbles to p ieces , h i s bones j o i n
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the vast misce l laneous heap . The G
'

uanaj uato catacomb is ghast ly enough to

sa t i sfy the most
'

exact i ng conno i sseu r of the gruesome and b loodth i rsty . I n

some of the mumm ies wh i ch have recent ly been exam i ned j ade teeth have been
found , wh i ch is thought to

be a proof that the Aztec
pri nces used to be supp l i ed

by the i r dent i sts wi th hand

some ja de teeth whenever

thei r own pearly ones fa i l ed .

Then there are street

scenes Of a
_

strange and for

e ig n aspect , such as b lack

street car hearses . There

are a l so cu ri ous s t reet s igns;
rude bu t v igorous and

h igh l y co lored p i ctu res de

p icting scenes suggest ive

of the busi ness conducted

W i th i n , and i n appropr iate

names i n s tar i ng l et ters as

trade-ma rks , s o to speak , of

the d i fferen t stores I m ag

i ne , for i nstance , The Last
Days of Pompei i a s a busi

ness s ign , of The Sacred

H eart of J esus , wh i ch is

the name of a score of e s

tab liShm e n ts , and names of

streets—
“

C rown Of Thorns

Street , F i fth ofMay Street ,
” Hol yGhost Street ,” “

B lood of C hr i st S treet ,
Body of Chr i st Street ,

” “ Mother of Sorrows Street ,
” “

Street of the Sacred

H eart , ” “

The H eart of J esus Street , ” “

Street of the Love of God ,

” “ J esus

Street , and John the Bapt i st Street .

Other governments m igh t we l l take pat tern from the Mex ican par l i amen t .
N o other government

-

i n the wor ld has o ne
’
like i t in poi n t of cou rtesy and d i gn i ty .

SENOR JOSE S ANC H E Z RAMOS , PRESI DENT
SPAN I SH CAS INO.
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Among the h i gher c lasses , soc ia l l i fe in the republ i c i s mos t charmi ng . W h i l e

there is grea t ceremony and convent iona l i ty, refinemen t , cu l tu re , unfa i l i ng cou rt

e sy, and del icate ga l lant ry preva i l . The scho lar , the art i st , and the litterateur

may a l l find congen ia l soc i ety . H osp i ta l i ty i s as generous as i t i s proverb ia l .
One has on ly to b e properly i n trodu ced to be the rec i p i en t of lavi sh attent ions .

Often gi fts of
“

flowers , b i rds , cur i os, and even va l uab l e re l i cs are offered wi th

pr i ncely generosi ty .

S TA IRWAY L EAD ING TO LOUNGING —ROOM I N SPAN I SH CAS INO.





BY SENOR JO RGE ENC I SO
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both ch i se l and brush .

’ Everywhere they presen t ev idence that though the g e n
era l scheme of On e may have been borrowed from or suggested by arch i tectu ra l

works of Span iard or Moor , of
'

I ta l ian or F l em ing , of R oman or Greek ,
the

nat ive gen i us i ns i sted upon its own m ark . There , is in fact , a Mexi can style

of arch i tecture a lmost a s t ru l y
_

i n t r i ns i c as that of any orig i na l type . I t i s

unfortunate that wh i l e the names of E u ropean arch i tec ts employed i n the de

si gn i ng
“

of some of the m ost ce lebrated bu i ld i ngs are recorded there i s usua l ly

no way of iden t i fy i ng the nat i ve desi gners , bu i lders , master masons , sculptors
a nd pa i n ters who left beh i nd them th i s g reat wea l th of embod ied imagi nat ion .

A l l the cond i t i ons favored the structu ra l art . On one hand wa s the great

wea l th of the crown , the church a nd the m i ne-owner , o n the other an abundance

of materi a l and of sk i l l ed l abor . Even to-day there are no more cunn i ng stone
workers i n the wor ld than are found among the Mexi can craftsmen .

The economi c pros
‘

t
'

ra t i on fo l lowi ng the wars fo r i ndependence pu t a stop

to arch i tectu ra l progress , bu t the prosperi ty restored to the coun try by the

admi n i st rat i on of Genera l D i az has led to a renewa l of construct i on and many

notab l e bu i ld i ngs have been. added wh i l e others have been restored .

N ext to arch i tectu re , the nat ive art of wh i ch most evi dences ex ist i s that

ofpa i nt i ng . Every cond i t i on st imu lates th i s . N ature herse lf has been lavi sh

wi th scen i c endowment— grand and g o rg e ous ,
'

te nd e r and del i cate . A l l ca l l for
pi ctor i a l presen tmen t . A nd the s ki es are bri l l i an t ly wonderfu l and var ied . So

Mexi co ha s natu ra l ly p
'

roduced a host of great l andscape pa i n ters .

O thers of romant i c i nc l i nat ion have been st imu la ted by the great m i l i tary

a nd re l i gious pagean try of the i r coun try
’

s h istory and ep i sodes of th i s have been

d ep i cted wi th l uxu r ious freedom. N o r ha s portra i tu re been negl ected . A t the
prese n t t ime many pa i n te rs of both ach ievemen t and promise are flou ri sh i ng .

On e of them , Gerardo Mur i l l o ,
_

i s l iv i ng i n a cave on Popocatepet l , worki ng to

perpetuate the aspects of th i s dy i ng vol cano .

Two of h is p i ctu res have been descr i bed by a loca l cr i t i c as fo lloW s : On e

l arge canvas , e igh t by s ix feet shows a spl end id vi ew of a bo ld crag near the s um

mi t of the vo l cano , where the wi nd is b lowm g and where the deep b lue heavens

gi ve a tone to the snow , wh i ch i s p i l ed smooth and deep in its unbroken mass

fresh from the last storm .

A p i ctu re somewhat sma l l er hangs i n the studio of Mr . Muri l lo , i n the San

Car los Academy , wh i ch does not fa i l to at trac t the at ten t ion of a l l who s e e i t .
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I t i s the p i ctu re of a rugged prec i p i tous scene over wh ich the snow of centu ri es i s

p i l ed . The hou r i s twi l i gh t and the whol e scene i s bathed i n a deep b l ue l i gh t

wh i ch i s so rea l i st i c to any one who has grown accustomed to the mounta i ns .
”

Franc i sco de P .

Mendoza has tu rned

to h i story for h i s

i nsp i ra t i on and ha s

pa i n ted severa l p i c

tu res of notabl e bat

t l e scenes from the

campa igns of Gen

era l D i az . Thus he

seeks to foster i n

those who see h is

work that sp i r i t of

pat r i ot i sm wh i ch i s

the spr i ng of h i s

own effort . H is ch ie f

canvases depi ct the

b a ttle s of The Sec

ond of Apri l , ” “ The

Carbonera , and

Miahuat lan .

A n d re s R i o s

has done some nota

b l e l andscapes , bu t

has rece ived most

pra i se for h i s s i ngl e figu res and groups . The C u ra te of San Angel is pa rticu
larly noteworthy for Sk i l l in hand l i ng the l i gh t effects .

“

Goi ng to the H osp i ta l shows a suffer i ng woman leavi ng her home wi th
the ass i stance of her m other a nd daughter wh i l e the husband and an o lder

daugh ter rema i n o n the doorstep , he crouched , and She standi ng and both show

in g the m isery of thei r sorrow .

Dan ie l de l Va l l e is
'

ano the r con temporary who is acqu i r i ng fame by figure

work , though not long graduated from the academy . H e has en tered the field

GAL L E RY I N T H E MODERN SC HOOL O F PA INT ING .
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of ancrent endeavor and devotes h is work to the decorat i ng of chu rches and
pa laces . Visi tors wi l l find some of h is best efforts i n the chu rches of San ta

Mari a la R edonda a nd J esus Maria .

Leandro I s ag uirre is one of the best fru i ts of the governmen t System of
send i ng graduates of the nat i ona l schoo l s abroad for post-graduate i nstru ct ion .

AN E PI SODE O F A F I RE . BY G . CAR RASCO .

H avi ng learned what
he cou ld at the San Car

l os Academy , th i s prom

i s i ng young pa i n ter wa s

sen t at publ i c expense

to Eu rope for five years .

There h e stud ied in the

stud i os of the most noted

i n s t r u c t o rs i n S pa i n ,

I ta ly , France , Ho l land
a nd England . H e made
many copi es of the m a s

te rp iece s in the pr i nc i

pa l ga l l er i es of the Old

W or ld . S i nce h is retu rn

he ha s sett l ed down to

work on nat ive subj ects ,

se lected for the most part

from among the labor i ng

c lasses . H e has a l so de

p icte d many of the land

scapes of h igh a l t i tude

where the effec t of the

l i gh ts has usua l l y baffled

th e vi s i t i ng art i st . L i ke
some of the m e n who

have mastered th i s prob

lem in the Un i ted States , after years of lab o r , . I s ag u irre has had success even though

he has rema i ned fa i thfu l to o i l s , wh i l e the Americans have been dr iven to water
co lors and pas te lle

’

to get the c lear effects tha t preva i l a m i le or more above the s e a .
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At fi rst copy i sts
,
the nat ive art ists soon became creators . The fi rst schoo l

stud i o i n Mexi co was opened abou t 1 5 23 , by R odr igo de C i fuentes , a C ordovan .

H i s work wa s a l ong the l i ne of h i stor i c portra i tu re and examp les of i t are st i l l
extan t . H i s ass i stan t was a F l em i sh monk , Pedro de Gante . Another con
temporary was Andres de Concha whose work may Sti ll be seen in the chu rch of
Santo Domi ngo at Yauhuitlan , Oaxaca .

T H E FORTUNATES . BY SATURN INO H E RRAN .

N ext came the great schoo l founded by the e lder Echave . Among h is
pup i ls Were h i s wi fe (La Sumaya) , h is s on , the two brothers J uarez , a th i rd J uarez

and Arteaga . These fi l l ed i n much of the earl y ha lf of the seven teen th cen tu ry .

N umerous works of thei rs are st i l l to b e seen in the N at iona l Academy and in
var ious chu rches . FOr the most part the i r subj ects were devot i ona l .

Of those who worked i n the l at ter ha lf of the centu ry bu t two are remem

bered , de Bo rg raf and Vi l la l pando . There is a legend that the wonderfu l S i ster

de la C ruz a l so pa i n ted , bu t the evidence is n o t conc l us ive . A portra i t of
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hersel f by hersel f (s o i t i s c l a imed) was brough t to the Un i ted Sta tes and now

hangs in the ga l l ery of the Pennsy lvan i a Museum at Ph i l ade l ph ia .

Severa l notab l e pa i n ters d i st i ngu i shed the e ighteen th cen tu ry . Aga i n there
were two brothers of the J uarez fam i ly . A Zapotec I ndian

,
Michae l Cabrera ,

i s by some considered the greatest pa i n ter of h i s t ime . H e fi rst added to the co lors
i nt roduced from Eu rope those more br i l l i an t p i gments , knowledge of wh i ch
descended from the Aztecs . H e l i ved to be o ld , wa s of grea t energy ,

and was

a most prol ific producer . H i s efforts are broad and atta i ned wi th sta rt l i ng
success .

F l ou r i sh i ng a t the same t ime was l barra , whose admi rers are a lmost as num
e rous as those of Cabrera . H e was more hampered by conven t ion , however , a nd

h i s appea l i s not so forc i b le . Softness of co lor i ng d i st i ngu i shes h i s work where

tha t of h i s r i va l demands adm i rat i on by harsher bri l l i ancy . H i s sty l e of work
was con t i nued by h i s pup i l A lz ib a r.

A t the e nd of the cen tu ry a nd th rough the fi rst th i rd of the n i neteen th the
dom i nan t figu re in art was T re s g ue rras who was no t on ly arch i tec t and scu l ptor

bu t pa i n ter and poet a l so . H ow o ne pa i r of hands cou ld have produced a l l tha t

i s a t t r i bu ted to h im i t i s i mposs i b le to conce ive .

A t the presen t t ime the governmen t does everyth i ng poss i b l e to develop
art product ion . Tu i t ion i s free in the N at i ona l Academy and many pr i zes and
scho larsh i ps are offered .

The Academy of F i ne Arts (S an C arlos) takes i ts or i g i n from a decree of
Char l es I I I . , in 1 778, when a schoo l of engravi ng was ,

au thor i zed , wh ich was

Opened in the fo l lowi ng year under the d i rect i on of Don Geron imo Gi l , the ch i ef

engraver of the m i n t . Three years l a ter , c l asses i n pa i n t i ng , scu l ptu re , and

arch i tectu re were estab l i shed wi th the consent of the v iceroy , fo l lowed the nex t

year by a roya l l i cense estab l i sh i ng La Academi a de las N ob les Artes de San
Car los de la N ueva Espana , wh i ch was opened o n Apr i l 4 , 1 785 . I n 1 791 the

i nst i tu t ion was removed to i ts presen t home in the bu i ld i ng formerly occup i ed

by the hosp i ta l de Amor de D i os .

Spa i n sent cel ebra ted art i sts to Mexi co to d i rect the affa i rs of the academy ;

the firs t were the pa i n ter Agu i rre and the pa i n ter and arch i tect Velasquez .

Before the Conquest there were no pa i n ters i n o i l s bu t there were wonder

fu l l y Ski l fu l and art i st i c use of the na tu ra l dyes and a ssemb l i ng i n to art i st i c

desi gns of the gaudy p l umage of t ropi ca l b i rds and weavi ng of fabri cs . A l so
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there wa s a knowledge of the maki ng of g laze d po tte ry in r i ch hue s: These .

arts su rvive among the peop le and are
'

bei ng fostered by governmen t i nfluence .

I n scu l ptu re , after the Span i sh i nvasion , the re wa s much beau t i fu l work i n
the adornmen t of the chu rches , both by the carvin g of images of sa i n ts and angels ,

T H E ETERNAL V ICT IM .
.BY F. ROMANO .

a nd of arch i tec tu ra l deta i l i n the chu rches . Afterward came an era of h istor i c
monument mak i ng leadi ng to the enr i chmen t of the many pub l i c squares and

governmen t bu i ld i ngs . Th i s work -of embel l i shm en t ha s been renewed wi th

earnestness under the present adm i n i st ra t i on . Few names '

of the great scu l p

tors have been preserved . The three best remembered
,
are those of Cora and

Pat i no I ns to linque and Franc isco
'

T re s g ue rras .
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works con ta i n p i ct ures of pri m i t i ve races, wi th the i r Chr i st ia n r i tes i n term i ngled

wi th o ld forms of worsh i p . H is books are widely read .

J uan M ateo s i s famed abroad . H e is quote d everywhere and i s much
apprec i ate d in h i s own l and . H i s novel s are h i stor i ca l . and h is dramas have

received great reco g n i

t i on .

J oaq u i n Ga rc i a

I cazb a lce ta took h is

countrymen to or igi na l
documen ts of h is to rv

for thei r i nformat i on .

H is examp l e w as fo l

l ow ed by J osé Bar

cena , D r . E . Gonza lez ,

Manuel Orozco Berra ,

L i c . Lu i s Gu t i errez and
Otero . O ther wr i ters in

ser ious ve i n abou t thei r

coun trv have been Ma

t i as R omero , so long

m i ni s ter toW ash i ng ton

An ton io Garc i a C ubas ,
and I g nac i o Mari sca l ,

t he l a te d ist i ngu i shed

S e cre tarv of Fore ign
Affairs . a wr i ter of great

ab ilitv . H e w as a lin
gu i st , spea ki ng perfec t l y severa l languages . H e has wr i t ten importan t works on
he oc cu l t and w as a gracefu l t rans l ator of some of the cho i cest po ems in Engl i sh
l i teratu re . a m ong them Poe

'

s a and i lliam C u l l en Bryant's Tiia m tops is .

whose nob le l i nes express e d much of h i s own asp i rat i ons .

Franc ix o de l a B a rra . the Mex ican Ambas s ador a t i s a wr i ter

of note . Fred rico Ga n i b oa is among th e be st wr iters of fict i on .

Se no r J usto S ierra . one of th e nto s r V i r i l e and forcefu l of poets , has ta ken grea t
rank in Spa i n as w e l l as in h i s own coun trv . H e i s one of th e M i n i sters or the

A PO RTR AlT BY H ERM AN GED QV I L
’

S .
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Cab i net , bu t h i s l i tera ry work cont i nues even wi th h i s d ign i ty of posi t i on and

arduous du ty attend i ng i t .

The h i stor i ca l works by Carl os Pereyra , au thor of Lecturas H is to r ica s
Mej i canas

,
H i stor i a de l Puebl o Mej i cano ,” wh i ch compr ise a fu l l story of the

Mexi cans from the earl y peri od before the Conquest to the presen t day , are

very i nterest i ng and Show a grea t knowl edge of the importan t even ts of the
Mexican nat ion as wel l as the character i st i cs of the peop l e . H i s sty l e i s easy
and gracefu l , avo id i ng the dryness of most works of th i s ki nd , and fu l l of

romance from the begi nn i ng to the end .

Among the M e x ican nove lis ts one finds remarkab ly good descr i pt i ve power ;

j ust as the coun try g lows wi th in te n s e
'

life and col or , so do the i r fict i on and

poetry express ferv id pass ion and fee l i ng . There i s a tendency to ep igrammat i c

terseness i n sentence and paragraph . There i s i nvar iab ly a deep love of natu re
,

expressed in most beau t i fu l word pa i n t i ng and a lways there i s i n tense patr i ot i sm

wi th l um i nous force in the express i on of i t . The r i chness of the language and

thei r l o ve o f home l i fe gi ve the Mexi can wri ters on th i s subj ec t great oppo r

tun itie s . The name of I ren i o Paz , an ed i tor as wel l as a novel i st , i s wel l known ,
as h i s s imp l e d i rec t sty l e appea l s to the readers . Vicen te R i va Pa lac i o , for h i s

pu r i ty of language and e legance stands foremost among the wri ters of mel o

dramat i c i n tens i ty . H i s “

C a lvar i o y Tabor
”

i s a h i stor i ca l novel coveri ng

the peri od of struggl e wh i ch term i nated in the overthrow of forei gn power

and the downfa l l of Maxim i l ian , and trea ts of a lmost every poss i b l e range of

emot ion . I t i s a ta l e of the dea th agony of the O ld Empi re and the t rans
fig uration of the N ew R epub l i c , i n term i ng led wi th loves and romances of the

peop l e , thei r hab i ts , the i r hosp i ta l i t i es and extreme char i ty . The h i stor i ca l

port i ons of the novel are superb and there are remarkab l e though ts forc i b ly

expressed .

Of ori gi na l poets the last few decades have produced a grea t number and

severa l i ndub i tab l y had t he divi ne fi re . Manue l A cunha wrote severa l fervid

poems of pass i on wh i ch have been and st i l l a re most popu lar . A master of
l yr i cs i s Gu i l l ermo Pr ieto , who has been acc la imed the lau reate of Mex i co . H i s
work i s the best express ion of the nat i ona l sp i r i t of the peop l e , whose pat r iot i sm

grows stead i l y in fervor .

S i ngers on l y l ess great than these , are Dava los , Granados , N ervo , Ti ron ,

Pazaza , O thon and U rb i na . Showing promi se of strong work i n thei r matu r i ty
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are many young men who are now produc i ng plays , novel s , and poems of worth .

J uan de D i os Peza , whose death a few years s i nce depr i ved Mex ico of one of

her best poets , wrote exqu i s i te l y E l Arpa del Amor ” a nd
“

R ecue rdos de

m i vi da .

Among other wr i ters are R ebo l l edo , Lopez , Campos , Urn e ta , De lgado , and

R i vera . On e of the most eviden t tendencies of these la t ter day au thors is to

break away from the influence of Span i sh l i teratu re . Transla t i ons from the

works of pe rhaps a l l the great wr i ters of E u rope are freel y made and the Ameri can
masters espec ia l l y have been treated in th i s way . There i s a better knowledge

of Ameri can l i terature i n Mexi co than in any other fore ign country ,
Great

Brita in n o t excepted . N atura l l y th i s study finds reflect i on i n the Mexi can

l i tera tu re , bu t u nderneath a l l i s the growi ng nat i ona l i sm wh i ch even tua l l y must
find fu l l express i on

“

. The Golden Ag e of M ex i can l et ters i s not yet bu t there is

prom is e of s peedy ent rance thereon .

Mean t ime the government i s pa tron iz ing efforts to co l l ec t the fo l k lore , ba l lads

an
'

d songs of the nat ion . These are be i ng carefu l ly comp i l ed and edi ted and when

pub l i shed wi l l afford a revela t i on of -thought and sen t i men t to the wor ld .

Persecu t i on and warfare have a lways produced the m ost v i bran t songs and

Mexi co has had her share of both .

Mexi co is a lan d of book lovers . The ge nu i ne love of l i teratu re i s

un iversa l , even the. poorer c l asses are fond of read i ng love stor i es , and those

hav i ng the S i mpl est knowledge of read i ng find pleasure i n books . There is

a good m arket for books of the modern l i teratu re of France and Spa i n ,

and even Engl i sh l i terature is ga i n ing a foothold . Most wonderfu l l i brar i es

of cost ly ed i t i ons are found i n every home , espec ia l ly i n the homes of profe s

s iona l m e n .

Senator L i cenci ado don Franc i sco A'

l fara , the grea t cr im i nal l awyer of

Mexi co , has the most remarkab le co l l ect i on Of pa i n t ings of the o ld masters ,

books long ou t of da te , and cu r i os from every coun try Of the wor ld . H is co l

l ect ion of or igi na l manuscr i p t of o ld and fam ous fw rite rs is one of h i s
,
va l ued

possess ions . N o t onl y i s
'

the l i terature o f Spa i n and France popu lar , the M ex i
cans have a l i tera tu re of the i r own A s far back a s 1 680 K i ng N etzahua l coyot l
of Tezcoco wrote a poem on the Mu tab i l i ty of L i fe .

There are hundreds of cu l t i vated m e n of M ex i co who l i ve i n the enchan ted

ground of l i tera tu re , con tented in ret i remen t from pol i t i ca l d i scussions and
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educat ion one of the ch i ef cares of the governmen t . Pub l i c concerts are

genera l ly gi ven throughou t the c i t i es and the nat i on ma i n ta i ns a conservatory

in the cap i ta l c i ty where i n is one of the best l i brar i es of mus i c extan t . A l l
the great E uropean so lo i sts and di rectors l ook to at least one season in Mexi co

as part of the i r natura l exper i ence and nowhere do they find more appre c ia

t i ve and cr i t i ca l aud iences . Two , a t l east , of the Mexi can modem s have

ach i eved i n ternat iona l fame , Anton io Zun iga , of Guanaj uato , and Chang-C i l l i ,
of Yucatan , whose orchestrat ions are fam i l i ar to and frequent ly used by Euro
pean l eaders .

J ust now very i n te l l i gen t efforts are bei ng made to educate the art i st i c

S i de of the Mexi can people and a l though many of these take the d i rect ion of
improvi ng the a rts and crafts for commerc ia l advantage , the resu l t is bound

to be the developmen t of i nd iv idua l ta l en t . Great art i sts and great works of

art are to be expected of Mexi co .

T H E ROUND UP . BY JUAN UR R UC H I .
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C l emen t V I I . estab l i shed the See of Mexico and Fray J uan de Zum arraga wa s
i nst i tu ted a s the first b i shop . I n

'

1 545 , the bishopr i c was const i tu ted an arch

b i shopr i c and Bi shop Zum arraga was e l evated to the d ign i ty of a rchb i shop .

I n 1 593 , the corner stone of the presen t cathedra l was la i d , forty-two years

la ter the foundat i ons W ere completed ; ln 1 623 , the roof above the sacr i sty wa s

fin ished and three years l ater the fi rst serv i ce was he ld , bu t s o great a delay had

been caused by the grea t i nundat i on i n 1 629— 1 63 5 , that not t i l l 1 6 56 was the

formal dedi cat i on sol emn ized ; even then
'

the bu i ld i ng was u nfin i shed and its

fina l ded i cat i on wa s no t
’

s o le m n ize d un t i l February 2, 1 66 7 . I n 1 791 , the m ag n ifi

cen t towers were completed and the bel l s were hu ng a year la ter . The cost of

the compl eted ed ifice wi th
'

its decorat ions i s many m i l l i ons . I ts l ength i s over

fou r hundred feet , i t s width on e hundred and seven ty-seven feet and the he igh t
from roof to floor one hundred and

seventy-n i ne feet . The towers are ‘

two h ii nd re d and three feet h igh .

C rown i ng the edifice is a '

s p le nd id

and gracefu l dome and lan tern
,
the

work of Manue l Tol sa . The ca the

dra l was desi gned by A l onzo Perez
C as taned a o n the p lan of a Lat i n

cross .

The pri nc i pa l facade faces the

sou th . I t is b roken by three porta l s

composed of the Dori c and I on i c

orders , wh i ch wi th the exqu i s i te ly

wrough t carvi ngs , the fr i ezes and

the sta tuary make a m ost impos ing

and-capt ivat i ng fron t . The towers

are l i kewi se of the two orders i n suc

cess ion , the Dor i c and the I on i c , and

many corn i cesCarry fine ba l ustrades

wi th p i lasters su rmoun ted by spl en

d id urns and fin e sta tues .

W i th i n , the i mpress ion is o ne of severe grandeu r ennobled by vastness of

Space . The style is Goth icand Dor i c . The lofty vau l ted arches are borne on

DR . JOSE’ MORA. ARCHBI SHOP OF MEX ICO.
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massi ve flu ted col umns of stone . The dome i s i l l um i nated wi th pa i n t i ngs of sacred

subj ects , among them an Assumpt i on of the Vi rgi n . I n the a i s l es a re fourteen

chapel s ded i ca ted to var i ous sa i n ts . I n tha t

of S an Fe l i pe de Jesus a re some re l i cs of th i s
sa i n t , a nd here l i e the rema i ns of I tu rb ide ,

th e u nfortunate emperor , beneath a monu

ment erec ted to
“

The L i berator . I n the

chapel of San Pedro l i e the bod ies of Arch
b i shop Zumarraga , the fi rst prel ate of Mex
i co , and Gregor i o Lopez , the Mexi can M an

wi th the I ron Mask , who i s sa id to have

been the son of Ph i l i p I I . of Spa in . There

are some very fine a l tars ; the ch i ef of wh i ch ,

the a l tar de los R eyes , i s very imposi ng and

r i ses to the arches of the roof . I t i s most

sumptuously ornamented wi th carvi ng ,

gi ld i ng and other decorat ions , and i s the

del igh t and admi rat i on of the I nd ians espe

c ia lly. Beneath th i s a l tar l i e the rema i ns

of the I ndependence m artyrs , H i da lgo ,
A l l ende , A l dama and J imenez , wh i ch were
transported th i ther from Guanaj uato after thei r d i shonor in tha t c i ty and bur i ed

in the ca thedra l on the i ndependence be i ng secu red . There are many fine p i ctu res

i n
‘

th i s grea t cathedra l ; a S an S eba s tian by La Sumaya , the wi fe of Ba l tazar
Echave , a Candelari a by Echave , the A s s um ption and the Ep iphany by the Mex
ican pa i n ter J uan R odriguez J uarez ; the En try i nto j erus a lem and the Cathol ic
Church and the A s s um ption by J uan Correa , the Trium ph of the S acram ent, the 1 m

m aculate Conception,a nd the Glory of S t. M icha el , by Vi l l a l pando , the L a s t S upper
and the Trium ph of Fa ith , by A l c i ba r , the V i rg in of Bethlehem by Mur i l l o , the V i r
g in by Cortona , and J ohn of A us tria i m plori ng the V i rg in at the Battle of L epanto .

There are many h i stor i ca l chu rches in the cap i ta l , some of wh ich date from

the s ixteen th century . Many were founded as conven ts and monaster i es

through the m un ifice nce of pr ivate donors or through the efforts of re l i g ious

orders , a nd the h i story of Mexi co i s c l ose l y i n terwoven wi th no t a few of these

establ i shmen ts .

T H E CROWN O F T H E V IRG IN O F G UADALU PE .



Santa Br ig ida i s the fash i onabl e chu rch of the cap i ta l . I t was bu i l t i n

connect i on wi th the Order of Sa i n t Br idget wh ich wa s estab l i shed i n Mexi co by

J o s é de Agu i rre and h i s wi fe , Don' a Gertrud i z R o ldan .

TheChurch of the Co l egi o de las N i nas i s an anc i ent establ i shment founded b y
Fray Pedro de Gante . The co l l ege W a s prov ided to fu rn i sh free educat i on for gi r l s .

The chu rch and conven t of N uestra Senora de l a Concepc i on was estab

lis h e d by a Franc i scan monk , Fray An ton i o de la C ruz .

The Church of San Cosme was founded i n 1 5 3 8, as a hosp i ta l for I nd ians ,

the chapel bei ng ded i cated to the Arab i an doctors Cosmo and Dam ian . I t

l a ter came under the cha rg e of the Franc iscans , who bu i l t them onastery and the
presen t chu rch wh i ch , however , was not comp leted t i l l 1 675 ,

and ded i cated to

.N uestra Senora de l a Conso l ac ion , as an act of grat i tude by o ne who rece ived

she l ter in the monastery duri ng a storm . A cu ri ous pa i n t i ng i n the chu rch rep
resents the gratefu l donor transferr i ng the t i t l e of pa tro n , ,

wh ich he h ad dec l i ned ,

to San J osé . The pa i n t i ng is the Work of J osé de A l c i bar .

I n the C hurch of San ta C ruz y So l edad , bu i l t i n 1 73 1 , bu t wh i ch was or igi na l l y

founded i n 1 5 3 4 as an I nd ian m i ss i on , are sp l end id decorat i ons of a lta r a nd chape l

by ce lebrated Mexi can art i sts , bu t the most i n terest i ng featu re is the image of

N uestra S e r
’

iOra del R efugio wh i ch wa s formerly attached to a Wa l l on the Ca l l e

del R efugio .

San D i egocon ta i ns severa l pa i n t i ngs by Va l l ej o , the famous Mexi can art i st ,
the pupi l of the I ndi an pa i n ter , C abrera , the ch ief of wh i ch are The P rayer in the

Garden and The L as t S upper , and the famed a l tar p i eces The V i rg i n of Guada lupe

and S a n j ose.

San to Dom i ngo i s one of the finest and largest chu rches in the cap i ta l a nd

con ta i ns some fine pa i n t i ngs espec ia l l y The Crucifix ion and S an I ld efon s o . Th is

chu rch stands where the legend says the Aztecs saw the eagl e wi th a serpen t i n its

beak , the omen tha t dec ided on thei r establ i sh i ng thei r ch i ef seat . Th i s chu rch i s

on the Plaza de San to Domi ngo in wh i ch is erec ted the handsome commemora

t ive statue of Senora Doti a J osefa Domi nguez the hero ine of the I ndependence ,

whose t imely warn i ng g ave the pa tr iots a t Queretaro a chance Of escape .

The Chu rch of San Franc i sco , now a protestant temple , i s a l l that rema i ns
of the great re l i gious establ i shmen t of the Franc i scan Order , found ed '

on the

grounds once occupi ed by the menager i e of the Aztec I mper ia l household .

The or ig ina l chu rch wa s erected by the Twelve Apost l es of Mexico and Fr'ay
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Many of the vi ceroys worsh i pped here dur i ng the three cen tu r i es of Span i sh
ru l e . On December 2-7 , 1 821 , wa s, sung herei n the Te Deum to commemora te

the I ndependence of Mexi co . On J une 1 2, 1 859 , Presiden t J uarez S igned the
famous Leyes de R eforma , wh i ch a imed at the na t iona l i za t ion of a l l chu rch

property . The se took effect i n 1 860 , and the year after a ll re l i gi ous orders

were s uppressed . T h i s property of the Franc i scans wa s so ld and the money

given to the hOSp ita ls and s choo l s .

San H i po l i to s tand s '

o n the spot made sacred by the defeat of the Span iards

by the Aztecs on LaN oche Tri s te . On the i r recovery of the c i ty on Augus t 1 3 ,

1 521 , a l i t t l e adobe chapel was erec te d in memory of the so ld i ers who fe ll on
'

J u ly

1 , 1 5 20, a nd i n 1 599 the presen t magn ificen t ed ifice wa s begu n wh i ch was not com

p le te d t i l l 1 73 9 . For a l ong t ime ,
on the 1 3 th of August , a com m e m o

rative process i on bore i n march the

cr imson banner of the C onquest .

The defeat of th e
'

D isma l N igh t

is commemora ted on a stone tab

l et su rmount i ng a corner of th i s

church , wh i ch transl ated reads :

So grea t wa s the s la ugh ter of the

Span i ards by
' the Aztecs a t th i s

p lace on the n ight of J u ly 1 , 1 520 ,

ca l l ed for tha t reason the D i sma l

N igh t , tha t after hav i ng in the fo l

l owi ng year re-en tered the c i ty i n

tr i umph , the conquerors reso lved

to bu i ld here a chapel , to be ca l l ed

the C hapel of
‘

the Martyrs ; and

wh i ch shou ld be ded i cated to San

S ANTA M ON“ , GUADA LUP E H ipo li to , because the captu re of the

c i ty occu rred on that Sa in t
’

s Day .

One of the most notab le of the chu rches i s that of J esus N azareno . I t

was founded as N uestra S enora de la Pur i s ima Concepc i on by C ortés on the

fina l occupat ion
“

of the cap i ta l and furn i shed wi th am ple funds for its erect i on

and mai n tenance by the provi si ons of h i s wi l l . I n th i s chu rch the bones of the
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conqueror rested from 1 794 to 1 823 , when they were removed to I ta ly . The

bu i ld i ng began i n 1 5 75 , and i t was ded i ca ted n i nety years l a ter , when i ts name

was changed because of a m iracu

l ous image of J esus of N azareth that

wa s bequea thed to the chu rch by a

p ious I nd i an woman . The ed ifice

con ta i ns much of the orig i na l i n ter ior

carved woodwork , a l ta rs and other

decorat ions . I n th i s chu rch l i e the

rema i ns of Manuel V i la r , the scu l p

tor , Lucas A l aman , the h i stor ian and
sta tesman , Manuel Ca lderon and

Fray J uan C r i sostomo N a j era .

N uest ra Senora de Loreto wa s
orig i na l l y founded by the J esu i t

O rder i n 1 5 73 , an edifice of canes and

reeds , ded i cated to San Gregor i o . I n

1 6 75 , Padre J uan Zappa brough t the
image of Our Lady of Loreto to
Mexi co . The erec t i on of chapels took

p lace i n 1 686 and 1 73 8, but the pres

e n t chu rch wa s not ded i cated t i l l

1 81 6 . The tower of th i s chu rch has

l eaned for seventy-eigh t years as the resu l t of subsi dence of one side of the ed ifice

owi ng to i nu ndat i on . There are some fine pa i n t i ngs by Joaqu i n Esqu i vel .
The C hurch of N uestra Senora de l os Angel es ha s a si ngu lar h i story . I n 1 580 ,

a n I nd ian ch ief , I s ayoque , found on the waters of the i nundat ion a beau t i fu l p i c

tu re of the V i rgi n , to preserve wh i ch he bu i l t an adobe chapel , bu t i nstead of p lac i ng

therei n the or ig i na l , he had a rep l i ca pa i n ted on the wa l l by an em i nen t a rt i st . Later
th i s wa l l was bu i l t i n to a l arger chapel

, and i n 1 607 the i nu ndat i on a lmost o b lite r

a ted the pa i n t i ng , s ave t h e hands and face ,wh i ch was deemed a mi rac l e . The pres

e n t church was compl eted on ly in 1 808. The m i racu l ous p i ctu re is supp l i ed wi th a

dress to cover the m iss i ng parts and is now enc losed i n glass to preserve what i s l eft .

One of the handsomest of the chu rches i s La Profesa wh i ch dates from 1 595 ,

when i t was founded by the J esu i ts , whose order accumu lated grea t wea l th and

ORGAN IN TH E CATH EDRAL . MEX ICO C I TY .
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possessed great i nfluence , t i l l they were expel l ed i n 1 76 7 . The decorat ions of

th i s chu rch are among the finest in Mexi co and there are severa l p i ctu res of

considerab l e repu tat ion , The A dorati on of the Cros s and The S even S acram ents

bei ng of prominen t merit. The Sp l end id a l tar is the in sp iration '

of TOls a . Th i s

masterp iece wa s designed by Pelegr i n C l ave and h is pup i l s , Pe tron ilo Monroy ,

Fel ipe Castro and José R ami rez . I t wa s in th i s chu rch that the movement wa s

p lanned a s the resu l t of wh i ch I tu rb ide acqu i red the i ndependence of Mexi co .

San ta Teresa La An t igua i s one of the very i n terest i ng chu rch estab l i sh
men ts . The conven t of San ta Teresa wa s founded i n 1 6 1 6 , and the bu i ld i ng

of the presen t chu rch was commenced in and its complet i on and ded i ca t i on

was made in 1 684 ; i t was very bad ly i nj u red by the earthquake of bu t ha s

been spl end id ly restored . I t possesses a m i racu l ous crucifix brough t from

Spa i n in 1 545 , and l ong kept in a chu rch at Cardona l , in H ida lg o s tate . The

legend a s to th i s cruc ifix says tha t i t wa s once s o d isfigured by an acc iden t tha t
i t was thrown i n to the fi re , wi thou t any change resu l t i ng , that i t wa s then
bu ri ed and when l ater

“

taken up i t reassumed its or ig i na l freshness and state .

To secu re the cruc ifix a p i tched batt l e was fough t between the part i sans of

Archb i shop Zun iga and those of the Cardona l chu rch , and the former were

vi ctor ious , and the treasu re was depos i ted i n Santa Teresa .

Another chu rch founded by Cortés was San ta Vera C ruz , i n connect ion
wi th a brotherhood whose m iss i on was to comfort condemned cr im i na l s . The

chu rch possesses a
_
venera ted shri ne enc i rc l ed wi th seven vei l s and wi th i n the

shr i ne is a cruc ifix ,

-a vis i t to wh i ch On a spec ified day s e cure s indulg e nce s . The

presen t chu rch dates from 1 73 0 .

There are severa l protestan t chu rches now i n the C i ty of Mexi co . The

C hri st C hu rch , Ep i scopa l , Tri n i ty , Method i st Ep i scopa l and San Lorenzo for
Engl i sh speaki ng Catho l i cs .

The legends of a country often have a more rea l and actuat i ng i nfluence on its

peop le than does i ts h i story . The m i racu lous or wonderworki ng th read woven i n to
the ta le appea l s more forcefu l ly than the soberer facts of very tru th . The touch

of mystery cha i ns the i n terest wh i l e i t seems to S i l ence the Spi r i t of quest i on i ng .

Mexi co i s r i ch in l egends , and the i r best l ore i s perpetuated in the many shr i nes .

Of a l l the shr i nes of Mexi co , the most sacred and venerated is
“

Our Lady of
Guada l upe . Here i s the Chr i st i an shri ne to the Mother of the Saviour ; and

here , too , the Aztecs tendered homage and worsh i p to T ona tz in , who to them was
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unab le to do
,
for on retu rn i ng home he found h is unc l e i l l and he must attend h im .

On -the day after , the unc l e be i ng a t the poi n t Of death , J uan D i ego set out for

Tla l te l o l co to fetch a confessor a nd fear i ng delay i f he met the l ady , he wen t

around the other s ide of the h i ll . T here to h i s su rpr i se he s aw her descend i ng
the h i l l s ide and ca l l i ng to h im . H e made known h is u rgen t case , and Sh e assu red
h im that h i s u nc le was a l ready cured of h i s fever . Then s h e commanded h im to

ascend to the barren h i l l top to ga ther roses , and there , where none had ever grown ,

they appeared. Sh e d ire cte d h i m to take these roses to the b i shop as the desi red

token , b idd i ng h im to show them to none other, Happ i ly did J uan fi l l h i s ti lm a
wi th the l ovely bl ooms and Se t ou t for the b i shop

’

s dwel l i ng . From the Spot
where the lady stood g

'

ushed forth a spri ng of crysta l water wh i ch has con t i nued

flowi ng and is a cure for a l l human i l l s . D i ego was soon before the b i shop and

unfo ld i ng h i s ti lm a as he drop ped the roses at the feet of the b i shop,he saw .the

image of the Vi rg i n dep i cted on the

coarse fibrous materi a l , pa i n ted in

wonderfu l ly beau t i fu l co lors , i n a

c loak of b l ue velvet bedecked wi th

Stars of go ld . The pre late wa s

conv i nced ; he took the m i racu lous

ti lm a and deposi ted i t in h i s ora

tory as a pr i ce l ess treasu re . D i ego

retu rned to h is home , escorted by

the b i shop’s servants , and fou nd

that h i s unc l e had been cu red a t

the very hou r when the Vi rgi n

assu red h i s recovery .

On the spot where the roses had

mi racu lous ly b loom ed , a chu rch

was Soon bu i l t , and on February 7 ,
1 5 3 2, the sacred ti lm a was p laced

over the a l tar wi th i n the shri ne .

From tha t t ime an annua l fest iva l
has been held on the 1 2th of D e

ce m b e r. But i t wa s not unt i l Pope

FACADE OF SAN AGUST IN . Bened i ct X IV .
, i n 1 754 , is SUed a
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Bu l l au thori z i ng the feast tha t offi

c ia l recogn i t i on of the V irig n of

Guada l upe a s protect ress and pa

tron e s s of Mexico was ga i ned .

The chu rch was the espec ia l

pr ide of the I nd ians , and they fe l t

a new mot ive for j o i n i ng the C hri s

t i an estab l i shmen t . They now had

the i r Mother of God . The o rig ina l

portra i t i s r i ch ly framed in gold

i n l a id wi th d iamonds and pear l s .

The p i ctu re appears a l i ke on both

S i des of the rough canvas , wh i ch
is wi thou t s i z i ng or prepara t ion .

E xperts have from t ime to t ime

exami ned i t wi thou t be i ng ab le to

accoun t for its product i on or pres

e rvation . The col or i ng process i s

i nexp l i cab l e ; i t partakes of the

character i st i cs of o i l, water and

d i stemper co lor i ng and re l i ef work ,

and these processes are apparent in d i fferen t port i ons of the p i ctu re ; more

over the gi ld i ng of the stars embro idered on the c loak and in i ts textu re , as

wel l as in the l i gh t-rays e m aha tin g from the figure , is no t app l i ed l i ke any

known process , bu t appears rather to be woven i n to the fibre of the canvas

than pa in ted on i t . A fu rther m i racu lous attr i bu te is seen in the complete
preservat i on of the p i ctu re

,
wh i ch for many years wa s ent i re l y u nprotec ted

by a cover i ng , and exposed to cond i t i ons tha t wou ld have dest royed even very

hard substances .

The devot i on accorded to Our Lady of Guada l upe i s un iversa l in Mexi co .

The fest iva l day i s a re l ig i ous ho l iday throughou t the repub l i c , and i s espec ia l ly

kept by the I ndi ans , who come from a l l quarters to the shr i ne for devot i on . I t

was the banner of th i s V i rg i n tha t wa s taken from the l i t t l e sanctuary a t A to ton

i lco by H i da lgo when on h is march o n Sa n Migue l and b e adopted “

Guada l upe
”

as the bat t le cry of i ndependence .

T H E SACR ED WEL L AT GUADALU PE .
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The holy image of the ti lm a was removed from its sh ri ne on the occasi on of

the grea t i nundat ion of 1 629 , and the sav i ng of the c i ty by the V i rg in implored .

The image was p laced in the cathedra l , at tended wi th i mposi ng ceremony i n

transm iss ion , and there i t rema i ned for fou r years . I ts mi rac l es are repu ted

wonderfu l , a l l manners of hea l i ng a re at tr i bu ted to i t .
I n 1 622, the image was enshr i ned i n a newand much larger chu rch . I n

1 709 , the large temp le was ded i cated . The a l tar W as des igned by Tolsa i n 1802,

bu t was not compl eted t i l l 1 83 6 . The great chance l wa s enc losed by a heavy

s i lver ra i l i ng set on a base of
_

wh ite marb le . Bu t the crown i ng glory of the ed ifice

of Our Lady of Guada l upe ” was the grea t asp i ra t i on and ch i ef l i fework of
Father Anton i o Plancarte y Labast ida , who began the work of restorat ion and
embe l l ishment in 1887 and completed i t i n 1895 , when the ti lm a was crowned

by au thor i ty of Pope Leo X I I I . , wi th at tendan t ceremon i es of the mo s t i mpos i ng
magn ificence , in the presence Of th i rty-e igh t archbi shops and bi shops , hundreds

of pr i ests and fifty thou sand laymen from a l l parts of Mex i co a nd the rest of
the W estern Conti nen t , on October 1 2, 1 895 .

The crown is a sp lend id product of the go ldsm i th
’

s art and of an enormous

i n tr i ns i c va l ue . The
'

go ld and the prec ious stones were con tr i bu ted by the

women of Mexi co from the i r own most pr1ze d j ewel s and represen t
-

a vast

t reasu re . Around the r i m at the base are twenty-two enamel led sh ie lds re pre
senting the dioceses of the re pub lic i l l um ined wi th sapph i res and em era lds .

Above th is i s a row of angels , each bear i ng a br i l l i an t ruby on its breast ;
and support i ng S IX enamel l ed escutcheons b lazoned wi th the arms of

'

the

s ix archb ishops of Mexi co , framed by
.

exqu i si tely W rought wreaths and e n

c i rc l ed wi th d i amonds . R i s i ng beh i nd the angels and extend i ng to the apex

of the crown are festoons of roses of go ld a l ternated wi th stars of d iamonds ,

wh i ch c l uster at the top beneath an enamel l ed globe on wh i ch Mexi co and

the Gu lf are dep i cted . Above the globe is the Mexi can eagle bear i ng i n one
ta l on the globe and wi th the other ho ld in g a loft a cross of d iamonds . From a
r i ng in the cross the crown i s suspended over the s acred imag e by a cherub .

The fineness and ri chness of the work
“

, in wh i ch there is no repet i t i on of a

s i ngl e decorat ive deta i l , make th i s crown the most d i st i ngu i shed of its c l ass . in

rel i g ious us e .

The coronat ion scene was un ique i n the h i story of Mexi co ; the patron

sa i n t of the nat i on , the espec ia l protectress of the I ndi ans , was to rece ive d iv i ne
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M exico ! and the cr i es were taken up wi thou t t i l l the h i l l and the va lley had

spoken with tens
‘

of thousands of vo i ces , then the b i shops , one by o ne ,
ascended

the a l tar
,
steps and in devou t homage l a id cros i ers and m i tres before the image

of Our Lady of Guada l upe . T he great event , a t the same moment , gave tongue
to every chu rch bel l in the land , wh i ch proc la im e d

'

the glor i ous fact of the coro

na t i on to the devou t ch i ldren of the chu rch .

The restora t ion of the chu rch was completed simu l taneously wi th the coro

nat ion and the sacred image of the ti lm a was . retu rned from i ts e igh t-years
’

repose in the ne ig hbor i ng chu rch of the Capuch i n N uns to its own reposi tory

i n the basi l i ca of Our Lady , o n September 3 0 , 1 895 . The benefac tor , Father
P lancarte y Labast ida l i ved to rej o i ce in the crown i ng cu lmi nat i on of h is grea t
work ; he died in 1 898.

The i n ter i or of the basi l i ca i s of the Dor i c order . I t is abou t two hundred

and fifty feet l ong and one hundred and twenty-five wide ; I ts three a i s l es are

div ided by eigh t Cor i n th-ian co l umns . Of the
’

e ig hte e n arches , the cen tra l one

carr i es the dome wi th its l an tern , the top of wh i ch is one hun dred and twe nty
five feet from the pavemen t of the chu rch . The featu re of ch ief i n terest is the

h igh a l tar i n wh i ch is framed the sacred ti lm a . Th is i s of spot less ly whi te

C arrara marb le , magn ificen tly scu lptu red and exqu i s i te l y wrough t wi th gi lded
bronze , done after the designs of the ce lebrated Mexi can art i sts , Agea and Sal ome
Pi na . The marb l e was carved by the scu l p tor N ico li at Carrara and the bronze

was wrough t a t Brussel s . On the r i gh t and left s ides of the a l tar a re , re s pe c

tive ly,

‘

marb le figu re s of J uan Zumarraga , the fi rs t b i shop
“

of Mexi co , and the

I nd ian
,
J uan D i ego , to whom the Vi rgi n of Guada l upe appeared , and i n fron t

i s the kneel i ng figure Of Archbi shop Labast ida y Dava los , whose foster i ng care
made the great work possib le . Over the frame ho ld i ng the image of the ti lm a
are scu l ptured i n rel ief three angel s , emblemat i c of the archd ioceses of Mex i co ,
Michoacan and Guadalaj ara and commemorat ive of the servi ces rendered by

the i r archpre late s in secu ri ng the papa l au thor i ty for the coronat ion of the Vi rgi n .

The ba ldaqu i n over the a l tar is of byzant i ne S ty l e and is carr i ed on p i l l ars of

Scotch g ran i te ; the arch i s su rmounted by a g i lded cross of roses . The front

arch of the ba ldaqu in carr i es the arms of Pope Leo X I on the other three are

those of the archb i shops of Mexi co , M i choacan and Guadalaj ara , and i nscr i bed

i n Goth i c l et ters are the La t i n . verses wr i t ten by Leo X I I I . , for the occasi on of
the Coronat i on
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M e x icus he ic popu l us m i ra su b I magi ne gaudet

Te co lore , a lma Parens , prm s id ioque fru i .

Per te s i c vig e a t fe l i x , teque ausp i ce , Chri st i

l m m o tam servet firm io r usque fid e m .

L EO PP . X I I I .

The Mex i can peop l e rej o i ce i n worsh i pp i ng Thee , H o ly Mother , under th i s
m i racu lous image , and i n looki ng to Thee for protect i on . May tha t peop le

,

th rough Thee , flou r i sh i n happ i ness and ever under Thy ausp i ces , grow stronger

in the fa i th of Chr i st . Bronze sta tues are p laced between the arches , re pre

sen t i ng Prudence , J ust i ce , Fort i tude , Temperance .

The vau l ted roof i s studded wi th gi lded cedarwood stars ; the beams are r i ch l y

ornamented i n r i ch Byzan t i ne sty l e . The dome i s profuse l y decorated wi th go ld

a nd roses in festoons ; and the panel s are fi l l ed wi th frescoes of the Vi rgi n of

Guada l u pe , of angel s bear i ng scro lls , and a l l egor i ca l t r i bu tes of the Vi rgi n . I n

the fou r spaces between the dome stand fig u res of the fou r Evangel i sts .

Sp lend id frescoes adorn the wa l l s of the chu rch .

The homage pa id to the Vi rg i n of Guada l u pe is un i versa l i n Mex i co . I n

every home of r i ch a nd poor a l i ke , her p i c tu re i s to be found , an honored posses

s ion , even in most of the shops of Mex ico a lamp bu rns ever before her p i c tu re

a nd there are few chu rches wi thou t an a l ta r before wh i ch to do her reverence .

W hen the count ry was ren t by the pass i ons and fu ry of war and chu rches were

str i pped a nd despo i l ed of the i r pr i ce l ess obj ects and decorat i o ns , the sh ri ne of

Our Lady of Guada l upe was too sacred for the despo i l er . H i s hand was nerve
l ess to desecrate th i s revered Shr i ne .

Th is venerated basi l i ca i s the ch ief of a group of chu rches connec ted wi th

the l egend of Our Lady of Guada l upe . To the east of the shr i ne i s the C hape l

of the W e l l , bu i l t on the spot and i n commemorat ion of the m i rac l e of the spr i ng

tha t gushed where the Vi rg i n stood at the moment tha t she d i spatched J uan D i ego

to the b i shop wi th the roses . The chapel wa s bu i l t in 1 791 , and the spr i ng i s j ust

wi th i n i ts door . Benea th the dome , wh i ch i s covered wi th g lazed t i l es , i s the a l ta r

a nd a carved pu l p i t u pborne by a figu re of J uan D i ego ; the mu ra l decorat i ons a re

pa i n t i ngs of the I nd i an
’

s v i s i ons of the Vi rgi n . The C hapel of the L i t t l e H i l l
,
i s

erected on the spot where , a t the Vi rgi n
’

s wi l l , b loomed the roses on the prev i ous ly

barren rock . The fi rst chapel wa s bu i l t in 1 660 , bu t was rep laced by the presen t
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ed ifice ear ly in the eigh teen th cen tu ry . These aux i l i a ry estab l i shmen ts a re con

n e cte d by a stone sta i rway , abou t ha l fway up wh i ch is a vot ive offer i ng , the S tone

Sa i l s of Guada l upe , made by sa i l ors whoi mp lored the a id
_

of the V i rgin i n the i r d is

t ress a nd , bei ng saved ,
-they accord i ngly brough t before the shri ne the foremast

of thei r vesse l and the sa i l s , wh i ch lat ter are there encased i n stone .

T H E G EN E RAL HOSPI TA L . C I TY OF MEX ICO .

Besides these chapel s , there is the chu rch of the Capuch i n N uns , form i ng a

group
-

of estab l i shmen ts more widely known and honored and v i si ted by more

persons than any other sh ri ne in Mexi co . Our Lady of Guada l upe is the Lou rdes
of M ex i co,the ho l i est of Mexi co

’

s sacred places .

Another shr i ne h igh ly venerated by Mexi cans is the C hurch of Our Lady
of Lo s R emed ios . The legend upon wh i ch its venerat ion rests an tedates that of

Our Lady of Guada l upe . The story to ld of
‘

the i mage ensh ri ned i n th i s chu rch i s

tha t i t wa s b rough t toMexi co from Spa i n by a so ld i er i n the fol lowi ng of Cortes ,
named Juan

_
R od rig ue z de Vi l l afuerte , who , i n the fl ig h t on the N oche Tri s te took

the image from the great Aztec temp le , where
-

it had been p laced in a sh ri ne , and
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Mexi co C i ty i s l i bera l ly fu rn i shed wi th i nst i tu t ions for the care of the ln

d ig e n t affl i c ted and for orphans . The spec ia l retrea ts for the b l i nd ,
the deaf and

dumb str i k i ngl y exh i b i t the concept i on of the ob l i ga t i on of the mun ici pa l i ty to

amel i orate the d i st ress i ng cond i t i ons wh i ch the affl i c ted i n these
.
respects suffer.

Every care a nd comfort i s provided for . So too , the-orphans have a home tha t

sh ie lds them from danger , min i sters to the i r needs , and gives them i nst ruct ion

tha t wi l l fi t them for a l i fe of persona l advancemen t and sta te advantage .

T H E CH I LDREN ’S HOSPI TAL . FEDE RAL D I STR ICT .

The Genera l H osp i ta l is a monument of en terpr i se . I t is the cu lm i nat i on

of a long-cheri shed ambi t i on of Genera l D i az, whose des i re was to s e e Mexico

equ i pped wi th a hospi ta l for the poor tha t wou ld m e e t
'

a ll the needs of the C i ty

I t Wa s completed in 1 905 , and i s conceded to be one of the largest and most

sp lend id ly-appo i n ted hOSp ita ls in the wor ld . I t has abo
'

u t twen ty-eigh t pav i li ons

and accommodat ions for over e igh t hundred pat i en ts .

Th i s sp l end id i nst i tu t i on ha s every fac i l i ty of a modern hosp i ta l
,
bei ng bu i l t

after years of study of a l l the hosp i ta l s of the wor ld . I t i s conducted on sc ien t ific

pr i nc i p les , and the system and prec i s ion wi th wh ich i t i s managed has created great
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commen t from sc ien t i sts who have vi s i ted i t . I ts doors are a lways open and the

poor have a refuge a t a l l hou rs . There no quest i ons are asked , a warm bed and

good food are ready at a l l hou rs . I t i s u nder the d i rec t i on of D r . L ice a g o .

The matern i ty ward i s most - i n terest i ng and there i s a schoo l and k i nder

garten for poor , i nfi rm ch i ldren of tender age . I n connect i on wi th th i s there i s a

schoo l for nu rses wh i ch has opened a n ew fie ld for women , as formerly a ll t ra i ned

nu rses were fore i gners .

The Amer ican H osp i ta l a nd the Ameri ca n Benevo len t Soc i ety are both
good i nst i tu t i ons , the la ter was founded by H onorabl e J . W . Foster , who wa s
a t tha t t ime Ameri can Mi n i ster in Mexi co .

There are many other char i tab le i nst i tu t ions of th i s k i nd i n Mexi co and the

subu rbs , some of them dat i ng back to the t ime o f Co rtes , notab ly the Found l i ng
H osp i ta l , founded in 1 767 , and the H osp i ta l of J esus of N azareth , founded by

Cortés in 1 527 . The fi rst meet i ng of Cortés and Mon tezuma took p lace on the

s i te of the H osp i ta l de J esus N ara re no . The qua i n t a rch i tectu ra l featu res are

most a ttract ive. The bu i l d i ng is nondescr i p t , bu t su rround i ng th i s i s a beau t i fu l

garden . On a tab l et le t i n to one of the wa l l s i s the i n terest i ng i nscr i pt i on i n

Span i sh— A Hosp i ta l of the C l ean C oncept ion of the most H ol y Mary and Jesus
of N azareth . I t i s the o ldest and was founded on th i s famous S i t e of Pagan ism

known as Huitz i llan , i n the year 1 527 , and re-estab l i shed and remode led i n 1838.

E l H osp i c i o D e N i nos ( the C h i ldren ’s H osp i ta l ) a t T la l pam was founded

in 1 765 byD r . Fernando O rt i z Cortés . I t i s non-sec tar ian and i s supported by

the governmen t . I t has l a te l y been remode led , and accommodates a thousand

ch i ldren . A l l c lasses of trades and usefu l arts are taugh t and some fin e spec i
mens of need l e work are done by the gi r l s .

There are sp l end id char i t i es under the protect i on of Madame Carmen

R omero R ub io de Diaz , and many pr ivate i nst i tu t ions . The Home for W orki ng
W omen was fou nded by her . The obj ect of th i s estab l i shmen t i s the teach i ng

and taki ng care of the ch i l dren of work i ng women . Madame Sofia de Os io
r

d e

Landa y Escandon , the wi fe of the Governor of the di str i c t , i s the pres iden t of

a soc i ety for the protec t i on of the poor . To th i s be long the best lad i es of the

c i ty, who devote much of the i r t ime to the poor and fr i end less of the capi ta l .
Madame R amon Corra l and her beau t i fu l daugh ters are most act ive i n a l l

char i tab l e work .

Under the superv i s ion and encou ragemen t of Madame D i az the Schoo l of
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N u rses wa s establ i shed , where the nat i ve gi r l s are educated free i n med i c ine and
nursi ng . Every year d i p lomas are granted to a t l east twen ty tra i ned nu rses .

The F l orence C r i t tenden I ndustr i a l Schoo l was estab l i shed i n Septem ber ,
1 902, under the di rect ion of Senora H er l i nda de la Gue rra

'

d e Sepu lveda , begin

n i ng wi th a smal l number of I ts m i s s m n is to rece ive and protect poor

gi r l s , and to teach them to be sel f-support i ng , giv i ng them an indus tria l e duca

t i on and fi t t i ng them to take thei r p l aces wel l equi pped to render them good wives

and mothers . There they rece ive the i nstru ct i on prescr i bed by the Departm ent

of Pub l i c I nstru ct i on , wi th str i c t a t ten t i on to the mora l and physi ca l -devel op

men t . The managemen t of th i s schoo l is under the d i rect i on of l ad ies competen t

to
“

i nstruc t i n the best m o ra l t ra i n i ng . The k i ndergarten is one of the featu res .

The schoo l is l ocated in the p i ctu resque town of M ixcoac ,
qui te near the c i ty . I t

has l ove ly grounds and gardens and fine hygien i c arrangemen ts ,m ak i ng the p lace

hea l thy and att ract ive . I t ha s now abou t one hundred gi r l s and the effic i ency

d i sp l ayed in the managem ent en t i t l es th i s i nst i tu t i on to a l l a id and sympathy .

There are homes for d i sab l ed m e n and women ; free hOSp ita ls for the s i ck

and needy . There are chu rches where bread and nour i sh i ng food are given every

day to those who seek i t . There are homes for motherl ess babes
-and a haVe n

for a l l u nfortunates . There are i ndustr i a l co l l eges for wayward boys and g irls ,
who are gen t ly i nstru cted in the ways of good c i t i zens and many sp l endi d re cords

have been made by former i nmates . I n no coun try are there mo re char i tab le

i nst i tu t i ons than in Mexi co .

PAV I L IONS OF T H E GENERAL HOSPI TAL .
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NAT IONAL SC HOOL O F MED IC IN E .

CHAPTER XI I I

F P T T
’

TA
T

I
O
N—J . V 1.

MAR KED d i fference i s presen ted to-day in the p i c tu re of pub l i c ins truc
t i on , Shel tered under the mant l e of peace , compared wi th tha t wh ich was

o ffe re d

'

d urin g the t imes of po l i t i ca l agi ta t i on a nd revo l u t i on . Th i s i n terest i ng

featu re , the pr i nc i pa l and most so l id foundat ion of the fu tu re prosperi ty of th i s

country , rece ives e ach . d ay fu rther developmen t , thanks to the vigorous impu lse

i mpressed u pon i t from a l l s ides . W h i l e publ i c au thori t i es in a l l branches , moved

by generous emu lat i on , have made enduri ng souven i rs of the i r occu pancy of

office , th i s “ i s part i cu l ar ly the case of the departmen t of pub l i c i nstruct i on .

Ou ts ide of the great c i t i es the academy d i ffuses the l igh t of c iv i l i za t i on , and even

in the smal l est hamlet pub l i c a nd pr ivate sch oo l s extend the knowledge of the

peop l e i n every usefu l departmen t . Pr imary i nstruc t ion i s g iven a lmost every

where . I n the largest mun ic i pa l i t i es the governmen ts ei ther d i rec t l y support

o r subs id i ze a grea t number of these estab l i shments . Many schoo l s the crea t i on
25 7
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of wh i ch is due to priva te
’

in itiative are endowed by i nd iv idua l s or are under the

d i rect ion and su rve i l l ance of benevo l en t soc i et i es . I n 1 906 , there was
'

cre ated

a new seat i n the cab i net , -the Secretary of Pub l i c I nstruct i on and F i ne Arts .

S i nce then there i s an i ncreased i n terest in schoo l W ork . Each year two pro
fe s s o rs from the N orma l Schoo l are sen t to Ameri ca and Eu rope to s e e the best
phys i ca l i nst i tu tes and to .S tudy

'

the new schoo l systems .

A s in a l l progress ive lands , educat i on is the foundat ion of prosper i ty , and

act iv i ty in that d i rect i on ha s been very great among those
“who re a li

‘

ze tha t it is

the basi s of thei r ex i stence . School s have been estab l i shed in a l l parts of the

PAT IO OF TH E SCHOOL OF MED IC IN E .

repub l i c , and now the poorest
I ndian chi ld ha s its opportun i

t i es for learn ing .

Compu l sory educat i on

be i ng one of the featu res i t is

se ldom that the common peo

p le are fou nd wi thou t e le

men tary knowledge . Th is

branch of l earn i ng compr i ses

c iv i c i nstruc t i on , the Mexi can

lang uage , ari thmet i c , h i story

ofthe count ry , natu ra l sc i ence ,
pract i ca l geometry , drawi ng ,

s i ngi ng , physi ca l cu l tu re , fine

needle work and p la in sewing .

W i th the admi n i stra t i on

of Pres iden t D i az there was a

great change i n the educa

tiona l po l i cy . Day a nd n igh t

schoo l s were opened every

where for the poorer c l asses ,

and every substan t ia l branch

of pract i ca l l earn i ng has been

placed wi th i n reach of not

on l y the young bu t the adu l t l abor i ng c lass
, and the i n terest tha t has stead i ly

grown in th i s movement has been of great m
'

ater i a l benefi t to Mexi co . I n the
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have seen its sp lend id resu l ts . After the adopt ion of the Federa l C onst i tu t ion , i t
requ i red a great dea l of act i vi ty on the part of the offic ia l s to establ i sh a common

school i nstruct ion throughou t the repub l i c .

As each state wa s responsi b l e for i ts Schoo ls
.
i t was very d i fficu l t after years

of warfare and unsett l ed cond i t i ons to e s tab lis h a system of educat ion wi thou t

taxat i on for tha t pu rpose . Schoo l bu i ld i ngs were erected , teachers em p loyed ,

and gradua l l y the interest of the people grew . N ow no coun try can boast of a

finer e duca t iona l foundat ion than Mexi co . Greater atten t ion i s d i rected toward

manua l tra i n i ng and. domesti c economy than i n any other count ry in the world .

The Federa l pr imary schoo l s are d iv ided i n to two groups , day and n igh t schoo ls ,
for ch i ldren , and the wo

'

rk i ng c lasses Of both sexes . Belongi ng to the fi rst group

are the ki nde rgarten , e le men tary for m ixed c lasses , and genera l h igh schoo l s

a nd spec ia l h igh schoo ls . These are d iv ided i n to mercan t i l e and i ndustr ia l , and

those who graduate are perm i t ted to enter the norma l schoo l .

A l l the pr i mar ies “Of the Federa l D i str i c t are unde r the genera l d irect ion of
Pr imary Educat ion , except the . ki ndergartens , wh i ch are under the superv i s ion
of the Mi n i ster of I nstruct io n and Bel l es Artes . I n Mexico C i ty and its ou t ly i ng

terr i tor i es much care has

been taken to organ i ze a .

sp lend id schoo l system ;
new bu i ld i ngs , san i tary in

every respect , su i tab l e to

accommodate the demand

of the mu l t i p ly i ng attend

ance , and a standard of

educat ion s o advanced tha t

Mexi co has ach ieved a

great th i ng in meet i ng the

needs of her peop le . The

bet ter c l as ses were i n

former years forced to

send thei r ch i ldren abroad

to schoo l . The best professors d i rec t the courses of study and every art and

craft known i s taugh t . Splendid p laygrounds for ch i ldren and gymnasi ums are

i nsta l l ed in a l l the modern schoo l bu i ld i ngs .

SCHOOL OF A RTS AND CRAFTS FO R M E N .
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N orma l schoo l s for men and women in wh i ch they become masters of the

art of teach i ng are one of the ch i ef fea tu res of the educa t i ona l system .

The Catho l i c C hu rch takes

grea t i n terest in educat i on and

ma i n ta i ns branches of a l l i ts we l l

known teach i ng fratern i t i es a nd

s i sterhoods . Bes ides the paroch i a l

schoo l s many academi es and co l

l eges are conducted th roughou t

the land a nd the teach i ng i s on

the same h igh pla ne as i n other

coun tr i es . The S i sters of the

Sacred H eart d i rect the fin i sh i ng
schoo l s for g i r l s and the J esu i ts

most of the co l l eges and sem i

nari es for young men . There

are many pr ivate schoo l s wi th

a h igh standard of Study , b e

s ides fin i sh i ng schoo ls of sp l end id

order . They are patron ized

by the better c lasses and the

resu l t i s that Mexi co boasts

of de l igh tfu l men and women ,

wel l i nformed boys a nd gi r l s ,

a nd the N at ion
’

s younger e l emen t are deve lop i ng wel l i n the progress of thei r

coun try , and are be i ng fi t ted for importan t posi t i ons they must su re ly fi l l

some day .

The N at iona l Conserva tory of Musi c sends year ly i n to the wor ld fin

is he d art i sts and professors and the many h i str i on i c and musi ca l soc i et i es

in the C ap i ta l are ample proofs
'

of the Sp lend id t ra i n i ng rece ived in th i s

i ns t i t u t ion . Languages are taugh t in every schoo l
,
and most versat i l e lin

g uis ts are found i n Mexi co , from the t radesmen to the Mi n i sters of the Ca b

i net . Some of the grea test m e n of Mexi co , whose names are of u n iversa l

fame , graduated from the N at i ona l Schoo l of J u r i sprudence and t he Schoo l

of Med i c i ne .

SCHOOL O F ARTS AND CRAFTS FO R WOMEN .
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I n th e pen i ten ti ar ies of every sta te i n the R epubl i c there are schoo ls con
ducted wi th the finest masters to be obta i ned , and each pri son has an orchest ra

ENTRANCE TO SC HOOL O F ENGINEERS .

or band wh i ch has the fu l l

benefi t of i nstruct ion . i n

mus i c . The Schoo l of E n

gi neer in g
‘

gives a s good a

cou rse a s

’

m ay be had at

any un ivers i ty . A Schoo l
of Mi nes and a S choo l of

Agr i cu l tu re ex i sts and are
Sp lend i d i nst i tu t i ons . The
Co l egio de la Paz , once a

re l ig i ous school , i s now con

tro l l ed by the Governmen t ,

and large ly supported by

its own endowme n t . I ts

bu i ld i ng
"

i s one of the grea test in the c i ty . In rank just be lowthese grea t
pub l i c i nst i tu t ions of i nstru ct ion come the Schoo ls of I ndust ry for men a nd

wom en , for deaf mu tes

and for the b l i nd , reforma

tor i es , busi ness co l leges
“

and a schoo l of arts and

crafts .

Amid wars - and the

care of mater ia l affa i rs ,

Mex i co h a s n eve r n e

g le cted the ae sthet i c and

the i n te l lectua l . I n s titu

t i ons devoted to cu ltu re of

every k i nd are important

and are very l i bera l ly

ma i n ta i ned . The nat i ona l
SC HOOL OF F IN E ARTS .

l i brary— hi hlioteca n ati onal— o ccup ies the beau t i fu l o ld ed ifice once the chu rch

of S an Agust i n , wh i ch has been modified to meet the purposes of a l i brary
wh i le preservi ng the beau ty of the o ld chu rch . A l ong two sides of the bu i ld i ng
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H i gher educat i on has i ts protect ion and many schoo l s for the deve l opmen t
of _ta le n t are found . in Mex i co . Besides a school for though t wh i ch . compr i ses

advanced ideas , Mexi co is very proud of her Escuela N ac iona l '

d e Artes y
Ofic ios . I t was estab l i shed to give wom en and g i r l s an Opportun i ty to ga i n

a profess ion that cou ld g ive them a l ive l i hood o r fit them for the seri ous

du t i es of l i fe . I n th i s schoo l are
’

taugh t a l l the branches
-

Of work , nurs i ng ,
elementary learn i ng , photography , upho l stery , l ace-maki ng and

;

infact every
th i ng that the t ra i ned hand can do . Th i s schoo l has e levated the humb le

= c l ass to a condi t i on of se l f respect , and the women who have had advan tage
of th i s t ra i n i ng have been

ab l e to earn a good l iv i ng ,

a n d l i b e ra l r em u n e ra t i on

for thei r work and Some

have been known to estab
l i sh l i t t l e Sh ops wh ich have
grown i n to good commerc i a l

stand i ng . Th i s i nst i tu t ion i s

one of the great safe guards

to women , who are protec ted

by a feel i ng of i ndependence

and self-confid e nce . I t i s

under the d i rect ion of the

Governmen t and the lad ies

of the h ighest soc i ety of

Mex i co , who do everyth i ng

for the advancemen t of th i s

c l ass of Women . The best

teachers are emp loyed , many

of them havi ng been sen t

ab road to make studi es of

Schoo l s of thi s k i nd .

R ea l i z i ng tha t many of

the studen ts were too poor to

have proper food a nd nouri shmen t , the i nfluence of Madame S i erra , wife of

the Min i ster of E ducat ion , and Madame Luz C osi o de Lopez , daughter Of the

' NAT IONAL PREPARATORY SCHOOL .
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Min i ster o f' W a r , resu l ted in p lans to gi ve them free mea l s , and the good nou r

i s hm e n t given these gi r l s , whose lots in l i fe are not too easy , i s one of the

a ides to the grea t success of the i nst i tu t i on .

COMMERC IAL SCHOOL .

There are severa l Engl i sh and Amer ican schoo l s , among them the Sarah
L . Keen C o l l ege .

I t wi l l be apprec i a ted tha t the educat i ona l system has i ts prac t i ca l as wel l as

i ts ae sthet i c s ide . A fa i r amoun t of i n tel l i gence and a wi l l i ngness to profi t by
the experi ence of other count r i es are the keynotes of educat iona l propaganda .

.
The manyagr i cu l tu ra l Co l l eges throughou t the coun try are mode led after those
of Canada , where the idea of such schoo l s was fi rst worked ou t . From Germany
the scheme of manua l and i ndustr i a l t ra i n i ng was borrowed , wh i l e from the

Un i ted States came the p lans for the m i n i ng and app l ied sc i ence co l l eges . A l

ready the benefic i a l effects of the t ra i n i ng g iven are bei ng noted ; better farm i ng ,

more econom ica l m i n i ng , more S k i l l i n weav i ng , in dyei ng , i n meta l worki ng and

thr i fty housekeep i ng . The newly organ ized Federa l Departmen t of Pub l i c
I nstruct ion i s zea lously d i rected by the Secretary , L i c . Don J usto S ierra , ab ly

ass i sted by the Sub-Secretary , L i c . Don Ezequ i e l C havez . C o-operat i ng i s the

federat ion of educa t i on : a conven t ion Of educa tors wh i ch meets from t ime to t ime

makes pract i ca l recommendat ions for improvemen t wherever such shou ld and
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can be undertaken ; I n another generat i on there w ill be no i l l i teracy am ong the

Mex i cans
,
a condi t i on of wh i ch no Eu ro pean country can boast . I rres i st i b ly ,

the mark of progress goes on , weld ing the races in to one peopl e . One man
’

s

l i fe ,
[ tha t of Po rfirio D i az , spans the whole improvemen t ; and its i nsp i ra t ion is

h i s
,
a l though the worki ng ou t of the plans fo r bettermen t ha s been in the capabl e

d i rect ion of h is min i sters supported by the whol e-hearted efforts of an awakened

peopl e .

S AN CAR LOS ACADEMY .
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ST R'E ET SCEN E . TOLUCA .

CHAPTER X IV

M
iz y i h -O

T wou ld requ i re many years of study to presen t an adequate idea of the

progress and en terpr i se tha t ex i st in the republ i c , and each state has con

t r i bu ted i ts share toward the rap id advancemen t tha t has marked the cond i t i ons

wi th i n the past fifteen years .

The State of Mex i co is one of
.

the most importan t i n the repub l i c . I t i s

r i ch in minera l resou rces a nd p ic tu resque in scenery . The peop l e of th i s state

are act ive and ambi t ious .

Many extens ive tracts of terr i tory have been shorn from the empi re wh i ch

wa s granted to Cortés as h i s reward for the conquest . Two other who le states ,

H i da lgo and Morelos , were crea ted ou t of Mex i co a nd Guerrero and the Federa l
D i st r i c t have a lso had parts of th i s state added to

'

the m . N ear ly ten thousand

square m i les are l eft , and upon th i s terr i tory l i ve more than a mi l l i on i ndustr i ous
269
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peop le
,
many of whom are of I nd ian descen t . For“ pu rposes of governmen t i t is

divided i n to fifteen d i st r i c ts b ut Natu re ha s div ided the state by means of moun t

a in ranges i nto three a lmost d i st i nc t terr i tori es . The Va l l ey
“

of Mex i co , wh ich

extends i n to the Federa l D i st r i c t is para l l e l ed to the west by the Va l l ey of To l uca ,
in whi ch the cap ita l of the state , bear i ng the same name , i s s i tuated .

.
The th i rd

d i stri ct compri ses the S l ope sou thwest of the ma i n range toward the lowlands

of Guerrero .

The soft named a nd beau t i fu l cap i ta l of th i s i n terest i ng state nest l es at the

foot of snow-crowned mounta i ns , one of them the ext i nct vol cano from whi ch

i t is named , whose peak looks s i l en t ly down wi th the ca lm of centu ri es upon th i s

c i ty of rest less progress
-

as the st i l l ages m ight l ook down upon the on-rush i ng

to-day . H e r wide and wel l-paved streets , her spac i ous p lazas and Shaded
squares

,
the i mposi ng bu i ld ings , some gray wi th cen tur i es , some new wi th the

modern Sp i r i t of the day , combi nedWi th the del i gh tfu l s i tuat ion and the grandeur

of the su rround i ng scenery , make the .c i ty one of su rpass i ng i n terest and beau ty .

Modern i nst i tu t i ons devoted to educat i on , progress , char i ty and human i ty have

given To luco the wel l-des erved repu tat i on of be i ng one of the finest and best

governed ci t i es .

I n the Val l ey of Mexico , wh i ch ave rages throughou t -the state the same a l t i

tude as Mexi co C i ty , the pr inc i pa l pu rsu i ts are farm i ng , catt l e ra i s i ng , and manu

facturin g . The numerous sm a l l towns are reached by branches of the nat i ona l
ra i l road system . Equa l ly we ll provided wi th t ra nsportat i on fac i l i t i es are the

towns in the Tol uca Va l l ey . The average a l t i tude here is above e igh t thousand

feet , a thousand h ighe r than the
’

Val ley of Mex ico , and the temperatu re is pro

port iona l ly lower . The a i r i s wonde rfu l ly pu re and the san i tary cond i t i ons

except iona l lygood .

Toluca i s on ly forty-five mi l es from Mex i co C i ty bu t , owi ng to the i n terven i ng

mounta ins , the j ou rney occup i es three hou rs H ere , a lmost at the base of an
ext i nct vo l cano , ca l l ed the

“

W h i te Mounta i n b y the Span i ards , Cortés s e t up

the headquarters of h is se i gn iory . The c i ty to-day is one of the most p l eas i ng

in Mexi co , wi th a large and i n te l l i gen t popu la t i on and conta i ns many bu i ld i ngs of
i nterest . I t i s bu i l t on both banks of the X icua lte nco R i ver wh i ch is para l l e l to

the mai n thoroughfares . The streets are for the most part stra igh t and are a lways
kept c lean . The pub l i c squares and gardens are adorned wi th fine monuments .
The re are many del i ghtfu l spots and i n ter-est i ng p laces found th roughou t the
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the t ime of Maximi l i an . Across the way from the chu rch i s an o ld grave

yard wh i ch i s i nd i spu tably anc i en t , as the
'

graves of the Span i sh conquerors ,

n i ne in number , are marked wi th l imestone sl abs dated over fou r cen tu r i es ago .

I t is a custom among the Mexi can I nd i ans to se l l pebb l es from these graves

to tou r i sts Who are a lways eager to carry
“

away souven i rs from a spot of h is to r

i ca l renown .

H i gh in mid-a ir the c l i mate of the State of Mex i co l eaves noth i ng to be
desi red by

'

those to whom pu re a i r wi thou t c l ean cu t t i ng wi nds
,
bright sun tha t

does not scorch , and abundance of pu re water me l ted from the eterna l g l i sten i ng

snows , are i nd i spensab le . I t is such that bri ngs contentmen t and peace the year

around , wi thou t undue lass i tude a t any t ime . I ts var i ety perm i ts the product ion

of a l l c l asses of crops ; wheat , I nd ian corn , and other cerea l s grow i n abundan t

GOVE R NO 'R
'

S PALAC E .

harvests in the va l l eys of Tol uca , I ztlahuaca , Tenango , and Tezcoco , wh i l e sugar

cane , co ffee , and other .t rop i ca l products grow i n the d i str i c ts of Temasca l tepec ,
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Tenanc i ngo and other sou thern d i st r i cts . The forest products are remarkab le

for the i r d ivers i ty and r i chness .

T he ra i s i ng of cat t l e is one of the pr i nc i pa l resou rces of th i s sta te , and i s

i ncreas i ng rap i d l y each year . The annua l product i s exceed i ngly great , bu t

pastora l l i fe i s g iv i ng way to more

modern methods of exi stence . The

ra i l roads go i ng th rough these vast

p la i ns around and among these

lofty moun ta i ns a re do i ng away wi th

the prim i t i ve cond i t i ons tha t have

ex i sted .

‘Tol uca , the cap i ta l of the State ,

is un i ted to Mexi co C i ty by the

Mexi can N at i ona l R a i lway wh i ch

traverses a most p i ctu resque rou te

a l l the way to San Lu i s Potosi . A l l
the ra i lways wh i ch cent re in the

metropo l i s cross the state giv i ng i t

ready exportat i ons for a l l i ts prod

ucts . The Mexi can N a t i ona l rou te

a l so gives commun i ca t ion northward

wi th the rest of the world .

Pract i ca l l y a l l of the towns in the MONUMENT To CO LUMBUS

two va l l eys a re l igh ted by el ectr i c i ty

generated from hydrau l i c sou rces . I n Tenanc i ngo i s the p lan t of the Tol uca

El ectr i c L i gh t and Power Company , wh i ch fu rn i shes l i gh t and power to the home

town , to Tenango , Ca l imaya , T ie ng uis te nco and To l uca . I n Tenanc i ngo a

l oca l stream runs the b i g cot ton sp i nn i ng and weavi ng p lan t of La Guada l upe .

I n Su l tepec water runs the smel ter of La Concepc ion , l i gh ts a d i str i c t , suppl i es
power to the mi nes and other reduct ion p lan ts and ha s five hundred horse-power

for the mach i nery of the Tol u ca Brewery . Mi l l s a t C a l imaya , San I ldefonso

and numerous other po i n ts maki ng cotton c loth , wool len goods and paper a l l

get the i r power from sim ilar sou rces . Bes ides havi ng p len ty of water power ,

an abundance of l abor , fert i l e farms and pastu res , the two va l l eys are a l so r i ch

in minera l wea l th . Some of the most beau t i fu l marb le found i n the wor ld i s
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quarr i ed here and the m i n ing i ndustry i s very much developed . There are mi nes

produc i ng gold , s i l ver , l ead and qu i cks i lver” The best known of these are E l

Oro and Esperanza , whose Br i t i sh and Ameri can owners are qu i te -frank inmaki ng
the i r ga ins pub l i c .

I n the Su l tepec d i st r i c t i s another great producer , La Qu im i ca , owned by
Germans who are more ret i cen t bu t who are known to Sh i p a grea t amount of
bu l l ion . Bes ides these there i s a host of mi nor sh i pp i ng m i nes and the poss i b i l i t i es

of a g rea t ra ng e
'

of country wh i ch ha s no t been thorough ly prospected , no tw ith

stand i ng the fact that the m i nes of th i s state have been worked for hundredsOf

years . Many of the mi nes

now yi e ld i ng ri ch ores are

those once worked by pr im i

t ive processes and were de

s e rte d because they were

though t no t to be worth
-

the

t roub le . Modern crush i ng

mach i nery , sme l ters , and

chemi ca l reduct i on
'

works

find a r i ch profi t in these

mi nes .

I n the mi nes of Temas

ca l tepec and Zacua l pam , a s

i n those of Oro , the profi ts

are la rge ; gold , si l ver , l ead ,

i ron , and copper be i ng o b

fa i ned i n large quan t i t ies .

The supply of su l phu r from

t h e . grea t s n ow-ca p pe d

moun ta i n , Popocatepe t l , is

enormous . There i s i n th i s

d i str i ct coa l of exce l l en t

MUN IC I PAL PALACE.
_

qua l i ty and z i nc IS found i n

the form of blendes , accom

pan ie d by s i lver ore . The mi n i ng act iv i ty i n th i s state i s i ncreas i ng every year ,

the Tejupi lco distr i c t is bei ng stead i ly developed and the Su l tepec d i st ri ct ; eighty
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tongues . They do not m ix i n po l i t i ca l matters bu t man i fest a grea t i n terest

in educat ion , for wh i ch reason the governor of the state ha s i nsi sted on p len ty

of school s bei ng bu i l t i n the di str i cts , to wh i ch these I nd ians , i n most cases , glad ly
contr i bu te thei r persona l labor .

Tol uca l i es i n the centre of the fert i l e p la ins west of the Si erra Madre .

‘

I t is

One of the c leanest c i t i es in the coun try . The ci t i zens are i n tel l i ge n t and wel l

educated and thei r schoo l system is of the h i ghest standard . The re i s a sp lend id

Gi r l s
’

and Boys
’

N orma l Schoo l of Arts and Trades , l arge ly for the
'

purpo s e of

e levat i ng the ignoran t and i nfer ior c l asses . I n th i s schoo l are many of the

M azahuatl, Oto li , and Aztec i nd igenes , whose ambi t i on is to become teachers
in thei r respect ive vi l l ages .

The l i terary i nst i tu te of Tol u ca has been reorgan i zed a s the Sc ien t ific and

L i terary I nst i tu te of the State ofMexi co . Pub l i c char i t i es a rea ls o we l l organ i zed .

LEGI SLAT I V E PALAC E , TOLUCA .

There is a genera l hosp i ta l in the c i ty and l oca l hosp i ta l s in '

e ach of the Ci t i es of
Su l tepec , J i l otepec , Tla l nepant la , Tezcoco , Va l l e de Bravo and a l l the sma l l
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vi l l ages and mi n i ng d i str i c ts . There are asy l ums for boys a nd gi r l s and educa

t i on is compu l sory .

The pen i ten t i ary i s a spac i ous and san i ta ry i nst i tu t i on where a l l the mach i n

ery i s run by steam power and the estab l i shmen t l igh ted by el ect r i c i ty . The

obj ect of th i s i nst i tu t i on i s the

reformat i on of the cr im i na l and

the abo l i t i on of the dea th pen

a l ty . H uman i tar ia n ideas are
eviden t a t a l l stages of one

’

s

progress th rough th i s model

pr i son . Each pr i soner ha s h is
hour for i nstru ct i on and the

c lasses run from primary to the

h i gher standard accord i ng to

the knowledge of the pri soner ,

and by th i s system he i s ab l e

to earn an honest l i ve l i hood by

hand i craft when he is l i bera ted .

I ndustr ia l l y the c i ty is

very wel l advanced . There

are wool l en m i l l s wh i ch pro

duce handsome c loths . I n th i s

cou n try i ndustry ha s made

such rapi d str ides tha t i t i s

fast becomi ng a manufactu r i ng

cent re . Most of the factor i es

of the state are loca ted near water powers , notab ly in the capi ta l i s the s i te of

one of the l argest brewer ies i n Mex i co .

Most of the pub l i c bu i ld i ngs are of comparat ivel y recen t cons t ruct i on .

Th e Pa l ace of the Governmen t , though i t occu p i es the S i te of one bu i l t by
Mart i n Co rtes , s on of the Conqueror , was not erected t i l l 1 872 . I t faces the

Garden of the Martyrs . I n its m a in
'

ha ll i s a co l l ect i on of portra i ts of the ear ly

Governors of the State . The pub l i c offices are e l egan t and commodious and the

recept ion room i s magn ificen t i n every deta i l . O ther handsome bui l d i ngs are

the C i ty H a l l , the Matern i ty H osp i ta l , Schoo l s of Law , Schoo l of Arts and

PALACE OF JUST IC E .
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C rafts , and the N orma l Schoo l , a l l of wh i ch are modern and beau t i fu l l y con

structed . The Publ i c L i brary , Con ta i n i ng many thousands of vo li
‘

Jrn e s , is a l so

r i ch in origi na l manuscr i p t arch ives , and is much consu l ted by h i storians of the

ear l i er per i ods of Mexi co . The pub l i c market is of l ate construct i on and is one

of the finest and most san i tary i n the republ i c . H ere a ll c l asses of goods are
sold , from the products of the coun try,pottery and meats to the Cl oth that is

woven i n the mi l l s , and the most p i ctu resque s i gh t that one can imagi ne is the

I nd ian s in the i r nat ive costumes squatt i ng in the market s qua re ,
.offe ring thei r

goods . I t ' i s here that one sees the peop l e face to face in the i r nat ive dress , and

recei ves va l uab l e impress ions of the i r customs and the products of the country .

The Paroch ia l C hurch dates b ack to the days of the Conquest. I t wa s

restored and en larged i n 1 585 . There are a number of other o ld chu rches , some

I NDEPENDENCE AVEN UE . TOLUCA .

of very large s i ze , a l l noted for thei r beau t i fu l pa i nt i ngs , thei r a l tars , and ri ch

tapestr i es , one of wh i ch: has a famous ch ime of be l ls and a very large organ .
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The women of th i s cou ntry are gent l e , beau t i fu l , tender, l ov i ng mothers , grac ious

and gifted , devoted to the i r husbands , and make the i r home-l i fe a l l tha t is to

be desi red .

I n 1 5 1 9 , Co rtes found the peop l e of Tol u ca the most prosperous and ad

vanced of the subj ects of Montezuma . From the deposi ts of prec i ous Stones i n
To l uca the Span i sh had a Sp lend id revenue and the moun ta i n s ides y i e lded

emera lds , sapph i res and garnets for the markets of Eu rope . N ear the c i ty may be

seen the stone foundat ions l a id for the structu re
-

of a home wh i ch the C onqueror

began for the comfort of h is old and wounded sold iers . Th is
l

p lan wa s not

carr i ed fu rther on accoun t of the changes in the fortune of th i s amb i t i ous man .

Th e re
’

is a Splend id au tomob i l e road wh i ch leads from Mex ico C i ty t o Tol uca
and i t is very popu lar on accou n t of the beau t i fu l scenery . Many tou r i sts find

th i s a p l eas i ng tr i p to make ; Leav i ng the cap i ta l , on e passes Chapu l tepec and

NORMAL SCHOOL FOR G IRLS .’

al l the ou t l y i ng v i l l ages of the Va l ley of Mexi co . Old temples r i se m aj est i ca l l y

before the travel er and the swi ft r i de up the S ierra Madre over canons on the
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mounta i n crest l ooki ng down hundreds of feet i n to the va l l eys one has a v i s i on

of Tol uca tha t can hard ly be descr i bed . I n go i ng there from Mexi co C i ty ,

the way l eads down the

beau t i fu l Paseo de la

R eforma and takes one

th rough Tacubaya and

over a grea t mounta i n

wa l l . The c l imbi ng b e

gi ns to get very steep

espec i a l l y after l eavi ng

the pi ne be l t . The fi r

t rees in th i s regi on re

sem b l e t h e h em l o c k

S pruce bu t have a d i f

fe re n t arrangemen t of

the need les . Po lypo

d ium ferns grow in tufts

o n every hand and car

d i na l flowers abound .

Scar l et and b l ue tana

gers fly abou t every

where . There are a l so

sparrow hawks even

more beau t i fu l i n p l um

age ; doves u nusua l ly

br i l l i an t in co lor a nd
m u s e um HOSPI TAL .

parrots of every hue and

vari ety . On the crest of the mounta i n tha t d iv ides the coun try of the To lucans

from the C i ty of Mex i co the character of the vegetat ion sudden ly and marvelous l y

changes . H ere in the same a l t i tude
,
bu t fac i ng a warmer sun and m i lder wi nds ,

are forests of trop i ca l t rees . Mahogany and tanger i ne orange trees are seen and

the ground i s green wi th the graz i ng p lan t known as a lfi lerea . Ha l f way down
the moun ta i n range is a wide p l a teau , and abou t ha l f a m i le from i t , i s the h i s

tor i c fie ld , La s C ruces . The spot i s marked by an obel i sk , abou t th i rty feet h igh

made of l i mestone s e t upon a heavy foundat ion of concrete . Th i s i s the scene of
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the first rea l v i ctory of the Mexi cans over the Span iards in the war of 1 81 0 . I t

was here that the great pa tr i ot H i da lgo wi th h i s band of
“

fo l l owers d rove back the

roya l ist t roops wi th heavy loss . I t was th i s great vi c tory that g ave the Mexi cans

sel f-confid e nce and proved to them that . they m igh t , under proper cond i t i ons ,
defeat the wel l-t ra i ned and comp letel y armed so ld iers of the Span i sh vi ceroys .

On the same p lateau is the o ld town of Las C ru ces . The popu la t i on is

very sma l l and its l i ve l i hood is der ived en t i re l y from the sa l e of toys , s i l ver

fi l igree work a nd beau t i fu l l y po l ished woods of the moun ta i n forests . Leav i ng
Las C ruces the soi l becomes wel l-watered and very fert i l e . H und reds “

of farmers

at the i r work in the i r fields of al fa l fa , barl ey and mag uey , and l aborers i n o r

chards of o l i ves , pru nes a nd nat ive fru i ts , give l i fe to the country . The peak of

Tol uca is more than sixteen thousand feet h igh bu t i s not snow covered . There

is an extensi ve snow fie ld
“

on i t s summi t but th i s
_
is h idden from view . The

wi nd b lows fine j ets from the h idden snow field and th i s g ives the moun ta i n the

appearance of smoki ng . I n the ear l y days of Montezuma the Aztecs regarded
To l u ca a s hav i ng a supernatura l power and many stor i es to ld of sp i r i ts hover

in g over the peop le l end at tract ive l egend s to the fo l k lore . On the pl a i ns , the

Lerma R i ver , wh i ch i s one
of the grea t waters of Mex

i co , flows l i ke a r i bbon of

s i lver toward Lake C hapa la ,
from th i s i t ru ns north and

tak i ng the name of R io

Grande de Sant iago rol l s o n

ward to the Pac ific Ocean ,
i n to wh ich i t floW s near San

B las . The C i ty of Lerma
is on the rocky emi nence ,

and the bel l tower and dome

of its famous chu rch are very

consp i cuous , gleam i ng i n the

a i r . The whole p la i n r i ses

gent l y from the marsh land at the foot of the h i l l s and sweeps up to the base of

the great moun ta i n range of wh i ch the peak of Tol uca is the cu lm i nat ion . Far as
the eye-can reach the s o i l i s cu l t i vated and gives ev idence of l avi sh care . The

T EMPL E OF ME RCED.
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ab le to hand le affa i rs perta i n i ng to the wel fare of h i s S tate , and un iversal sa t i s
fact ion i s fel t at h i s con t i nu i ng i n office a second term . N o governor has ever

had the ovat i on he rece i ved on the occas ion of h i s re -e l ect i on . Under h is admin

is tration the State has greatl y prospered and. he m a i n ta i ns the str i c test d i sc i

p l i ne among the ru ra l guards , cau ses the roads to be kept in repa i r , and
'

has

great l y advanced the pub l i c. schoo l system in ef fic i ency . The ru ra l schoo l s and

those in the mi n i ng d i str icts are the obj ects of h is great i n terest and the repu

taf ion that th i s S tate enj oys for a sp l end id schoo l system has been the resu l t of

the i ndefat i gab le labors of th i s d i st i ngu i shed man .

Du r i ng the feast of the C en tenn ia l , the State of Mex ico en tered into the sp i r i t

of the cel ebrat i on wi th great en thusi asm , en terta i nmen ts be ing most bri l l i an t .

The State of Mexi co has earned her laure ls
'

as awel l governed progress ive

State , probab ly as much as any State i n the Un ion for Sh e is bet ter su ppl i ed Wi th

good roads , sp lend i d ra i lway commun i cat ions , good serv i ce of tel egraph and te l e
phone l i nes , whi l e theposta l system i s sa id to be th e best regu l ated i n the republ i c .

I t i s not d ifficu l t to u nderstand why the State of Mexi co is considered the most

prosperous i n the repub l i c . I t is one of the fert i l e S ta tes and occu p i es-one of the

most beau t i fu l posi t i ons that can be seen i n any part of the wor ld . N atu re is seen

in a lmost a l l her phases ; forest , green fields , snow-covered vol canoes , fert i l e l ands

and flowi ng r ivers . W hat more superb set t i ng can be found for s o fa i r a j ewe l !

GENERAL HOSP ITAL.
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near the Federa l cap i ta l has brough t the c i ty i n to i n t imate acqua intance wi th
the affa i rs of the wor ld . I t is finely la id ou t , wi th every modern i mprovement ,
and is exceed i ng ly p i ctu resque wi th a lamedas and pub l i c squares . I ts anc ien t

pa laces have been turned i n to offices for the ch i ef offic ia l s“ I t is considered one

of the most attract ive c i ties i n th e . repub lic . The pe ople , a re noted for thei r

refinemen t and cul tu re , hav i ng many Spl endid publ i c i nst i tu t i ons of l earn i ng .

MONUMENT TO N I COLAS BRAVO

There a re over s i xty chu rches and

theologi ca l school s , char i ty schoo l s ,

hosp i ta l s and benevolen t estab l i sh

men ts . I t is one of the -o ldest c i t i es

i n Ameri ca,founded ‘

in 1 5 3 1 , and is

consi dered , next to the Federa l D is
tr ict, the most i mportant . I t is the

crad l e of manufactu r i ng i ndustry i n
Mexi co , bei ng one

'

of the fi rst to

e stab l i sh spi nn i ng and weavi ng fac

tor i es .

’

I n add i t i on to be i ng an in

dustrial centre , Pueb la is connected

wi th a l l parts of th e . re pUb lic by ra i l

roads wh i ch trave rse the r i ch d i str i c t

of sugar p lantati ons and other i ndus

tr ia l cen tres . The c l i mate is de l igh t

fu l l y m i l d and agreeab le and the

coun try around is green wi th fert i l e

fie lds . The vi ew of the great vo lcano

of Popocatepet l , seen a t sunrise , i s

unr iva l l ed . The snowy top and si des

stand out l i ke a great dome of a la

baster and then the s un , r i s i ng h igher

a nd h igher , from the rad ian t brow

sheds its glory on a l l. below . Pueb la

is a beau t i fu l c i ty wi th handsome

houses bu i l t in the finest s ty l e of

arch i tectu re
,
wi th broad and remark

abl y c lean streets and avenues . I t
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has a popu la t i on of m o re than
_

a hundred thousand ; i s the sea t of an arch

b i shop ; and i ts h i stor i ca l assoc ia t ions make i t exceed i ngly i n terest i ng . Some

of the bu i ld i ngs are re l i cs of the

days of the vi ceroys . The arch ite c

tu re
,
d ist i ngu i shed by i ts Span i sh

i nfluence
,
i s very p i ctu resque , wi th

i ts m
'

u l t i-co lored t i l es of Ta lavera ,

for wh i ch the c i ty was famous . Th i s

pot tery ware wa s manufactu red in

th i s c i ty in the seven teen th centu ry

and some of the wonderfu l re l i cs are

st i l l found
,
though very se ldom .

The character of the c i t i zens i s

marked by convent i ona l i ty , con

s e rva tis m bei ng the keynote to

everyth i ng i n wh i ch they
“

part i c i

pate . The i nfluence of the Catho l i c

chu rch preva i l s and one i s often im

pressed at the s igh t of the peop l e ,

from the poorest to the h ighest i n

soc i ety
,
k i ss i ng the hand of the arch

b i shop or knee l i ng as the angel us
'

i s

ru ng . From a m i l i tary po i n t of
v iew

,
Pueb la i s considered the key to the nat iona l cap i ta l and dur i ng severa l

fore i gn wars su ffered many vi c i ssi tudes . I ts h i storyi s very i n terest i ng , a l though
a stormy one , and i t has suffered more , perhaps , in the cause of war than any c i ty

in the repub l i c . August i n I tu rb ide , who proc la imed h imse l f Emperor of Mexi co ,
captu red the c i ty i n August , 1 821 . I n 1847 , i t was occup i ed by the Un i ted States

forces . I n 1 862, i t wa s the scene of Zaragoza ’s vi c tory . I t was occup i ed by

the French in 1 863 , and on Apri l 2 , 1 867 ,
Genera l Po rfirio D i az ga i ned the

most notab l e v i ctory of h i s m i l i tary career by driv i ng ou t the French . I n sp i te

of the ravages of warfare and some of the re l i cs of the war that ex i st , the c i ty

of Pueb la st i l l reta i ns its beau ty of former days embe l l i shed by the art of

modern arch i tectu re . One of the most magn ificen t ed ifices i n the wor ld is the

Cathedral . I t is nob le and i nsp i r i ng . A pretty legend regardi ng the rap id

G EN ERAL M UC IO MA RT IN E Z .
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progress of the bu i ld i ng te l l s us tha t itwa s owi ng to the ass i stance of two angels ,
who descended n igh t ly and added to its heigh t , s o tha t each morn i ng the aston
is he d workmen found ,

the i r labor incred i b ly advanced . From th i s l egend

Pueb la der ives i ts name ,
“

The C i ty of the Angels . Th is beau t i fu l chu rch is

e legan t and s imp le , a nd in exce l l en t taste . The floor is of colored marb l e ; the

r i ch and art i st i ca l l y a t tract i ve h igh a l ta r; of d i fferen t var iet i es of Pueb la onyx ;
and the beau t i fu l i ron work a nd wood carvi ng abou t the chorr make an i n ter i or

wh i ch equa l s that of the C athedra l s of the o ld world . A grea t amoun t of wea l th

STATUE OF G EN ERAL ZARAGOZA .

ex i sts. in Pueb la, pr i nc i pa l ly i n con

n e ctiOn wi th i ts chu rches , some of
“wh i ch are th ree hund red years o ld .

- O ther churches wh i ch cla im

atten t i on are those of San C r i s

toba l , founded in 1 5 3 2, and rebu i l t

in San Jo se, the Tem pl o de

la Co-m pan ia , San Marcos N uestra

Senora de la So ledad and San ta

Catari na .

'

I n the ~ in te rior of a l l

these one finds a co l l ect i on of

pa i n t i ngs a nd beau t i fu l carvings .

The genera l effect is bewi lder i ng .

I n a l l these chu rches , s i lver ra i l

i ngs
,
candelabra and r i ch tapes

tr i es are found and
'

the domes and

steepl es of glazed Ta lavera t i l es

make the c i ty flash in the s un .

D ur i ng the celebrat ion of the

Centenn ia l , schoo ls and
‘pub l i c in

s titution s were dedi cated and the

c i ty wa s- fest ive wi th enterta i n ;

ments of a l l k i nds . The venerabl e

M a rques de Polavi ej awas the guest

of the governmen t
,
and was given the freedom of the c i ty . Pue b la

'

probab ly
had more reason to ce lebra te the C en tenary than any other c i ty a s i t was the

cen tre of a l l the h i s tor i ca l events of the Span i sh per i od .
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The prm c rpa l
'

bui ld in g s of the c i ty are imposi ng gray stone structu res wi th

an a tm osphere of the h istor i ca l past surroundi ng them . The more modern ones

are bu i l t on the most approved p lan . The pen i ten t i ary is o ne
'

of the most

modern and san i tary pr i sons exi st i ng i n the repub l i c . I t is bu i l t on the g eneral

p l an that character i zes a l l these i nst i tu t i ons and mer i ts grea t at ten t i on . The

Casa de Matern idad i s one of the Sp lendid i nst i tu t i ons that stamp the Mexi can
nat ion as the most char i tab le in the wor ld . H ere , wi thou t a quest ion be i ng
asked , a poor u nfortunate woman may find a haven of refuge .

The Mun i c i pal Pa lace

is a modern
“

structu re . I t i s

s i tua ted opposite the Ca th

edra l and is bu i l t in the

Span i sh R ena i ssance sty l e ,

a nd occu p i es the s i te of the

or ig i na l pa lace , wh i ch was

erected i n 1 5 3 6 . A fine

sa lon on th e second floor I S

of the French R ena i ssance
,

wi th a l l egor i ca l pai n t i ngs

on the ce i l i ng , done by na
t ive art i sts . The Govern

ment L i brary i s i n the
pa lace and compri ses a

large co l l ect ion of books .

The en trance to th i s re

markab le chamber is in s p ir

i ng in the greatest degree .

I t
“

is noted for i ts marve l l ous

carvi ngs . The recept i on.

rooms of
"

the offic ia l s are

exceed ingly impos i ng and

the m i l i tary atmosphere

l ends color to the scene .

The bronze equestr ian sta tue of Genera l I gnac i o Zaragoza wa s erec ted b y
the State of Pueb l a i n 1 896 . Th i s is a most imposing monument . A t the base

CATH EDRAL .
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of the pedesta l appear the names of the genera l s who a ided th i s grea t so ld i er i n

h is expu l s i on of the French troops duri ng thei r i n terven t i on . The Paseo N uevo

LA MAT ERN I DAD . PUEB LA .

i s a sp lend id avenue , wh i ch 15 the pr ide of the Pue b lan s . On e of i ts a t trac t ions

is a handsome bronze group of statuary erected to the memory of the heroes of

the war for I ndependence by the State of Puebla . Other sta tues o n the Paseo

are those of Gab i no Barreda and Esteban de An tu ‘

nano , founder of the cot ton

i ndus try . A t the sou th end of the Paseo i s a n i mposi ng monumen t erected to
Ge ne ra l N i co l as Bravo , who was o ne of the heroes of the wa r and wa s one of the

members of the Counc i l of N otables wh i ch promu lgated the new const i tu t i on for

Mexi co . H e wa s pres iden t of Mexi co for a short t i me in 1846 .

I n one of the squares i s the beau t i fu l founta i n of San Miguel , constru cted i n

The State Co l l ege i s a l so an imposi ng ed ifice a nd i s a wel l-conducted

i nst i tu t i on . Among the other publ i c bu i ld i ngs the L i b rary con ta i n i ng abou t
fifty thousand vo l umes , the Academy of F i ne Arts , the N orma l Schoo l , and



294

severa l hosp i ta l s a ll g o toward demonst rat i ng the grea t prog ress a nd advance

men t of the peop le .

Genera l M uc io P . Mart i nez , Governor of the State , i s one of the most d i s
ting u is he d so ld i ers i n the repub l i c . H i s name is enrol led among the other grea t
l eaders of warfare . H e is the “

hero of a hundred b att les and has been the t rusted

fr i end and compan ion of Gene ra l D iaz for many
“

years . H e en tered the army
when a young b oy i n 186 1 , and di sp l ayed such great bravery i n many act i ons that

in 1 863 he was ass igned to the cava l ry and promoted to the rank of l i eu tenan t .

H e has fough t i n a l l the wars tha t have taken place i n h is country
‘

s ince he en l i sted

and h is
“

serv i ces have been of s uch

grea t va l ue to h is coun try that the
grade of bri gad ier-genera l was co n

ferred on h im i n 1884 , wh i ch is h is

rank a t the presen t t ime. H e ha s
been the Governor of Pueb la s i nce

1 892, and has d on e s o
'

much to e n

cou rage a l l en terpr i se and progress

i n h is state that he ha s the repu

tation o f bei ng o n e of the wi sest

and most i n te l l i gen t admi n i stra

tors . The Governor ha s taken

spe c i a l i n terest i n the pub l i c schoo l

system, and through h i s efforts i t

i s supposed to be the best regu

l a ted i n the repub l i c . There are

a number of i nst i tu t i ons of h igher
educat ion , preparatory schoo ls ,

schoo l s of law and medi c i ne , and

a most effic i en t schoo l of engi n

e e r1n g . . Manua l t rades are taught

and even i n the pen i ten t iary the

MO NUM ENT OF INDE PENDENC E
,
PUEBLA. pr i soners have the benefi t Of a

good common educat ion .

The Governor i s noted for h i s charmi ng pe rson a l i ty , h is k i ndness of heart ,

and h i s protect ion for a l l en terpr i ses that are worthy of the atten t ion of an offic ia l
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Various fibres su i tab le for the manufactu re of brooms and brushes as wel l a s

those for ropes , e tc . , c lothe forest , meadow and h i l l .
_ There is p len ty of wi ld

game and l arge quant i t i es of fish are found inthe l impid streams . A l ong the
western sect ion long st retches of natu ra l grass wel l-adapted for pasture and stock

ra i s i ng br i ng very sat i sfactory resu l ts . The cu l t ivated products are coffee , corn ,
sugar cane , tobacco , p ineapp le , banana and rubber . Corn yi elds here fou r hun

dred bushe l s for one ; cane produces wi thou t i rr igat ion . R ubber and coffee yi eld

to the i ndustr ious p lan ter a r i ch reward for h i s en terpr i se . The cl im ate i s very

AN O LD CH URCH DOOR .

acceptab l e for farm i ng ; fru i t grow

i ng , espec i a l l y the t rop i ca l prod
ucts , i s a profi tab l e occupat i on .

Bee cu l tu re , i n connect ion w ith

van i l la , is now a sou rce of wea l th .

The d i st r i c t of A tz lan l i es a t the

base of the S ierra Madre R ange in

the State of Pueb la and compr i ses

the extreme -north e nd of the -r i ch

and fert i l e coun try of H uach i
nango. I t is located a t a di stance

of ei gh ty m i les sou th of the port of

Tuxpan and on e hundred and forty

mi les nor theast of Mexi co . Th is

d i st r i ct takes i n an area of over one

hundred and sixty square m i les of

the most exce l l en t trop i ca l land .

A l arge Engl i sh-speaki ng co lony
has set t l ed in

'

th is distr i ct . The

so i l is a r i ch dark loam fine ly

adapted for the cu l t i vat i on of

every vegetab le , fru i t and fibre and

capab l e of y i e ld i ng prol ific prod

ucts . The temperatu re in summer ,

though hi gh at m id-day , is low in
'

the
'

m o rn in g s
’

and even i ngs and. the wi n ter
.

months are genera l ly del igh tfu l . The lands are u ndu la t i ng slopes aboundi ng

wi th fine forests and
,
i nv i t i ng streams wh i le the wel l-dra i ned pla i ns are covered
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wi th perenn ia l grass . Every sect ion of these lands i s of easy access . The W ard

L i ne steamers ca l l a t Tuxpan from Vera C ruz or Tampi co every week and the
Mexi can ma i l boa ts every few days . The Va l l ey of A t l ixco is noted for i ts fert i l i ty
and i ts abundant crops of vegetab l es as we l l as for the fineness of i ts fru i t .

The Met la l toyuca co lon i zat i on lands , wh i ch l i e a long the Gu l f s l ope on the

Mesa de l os Corone l es , are qu i te i mportan t . The j ou rney there from Mexi co C i ty

i s most i n terest i ng , l ead i ng across a deep chasm and beau t ifu l va l l eys . Somet imes

a road c l i ngs to the shou lder of the great moun ta i n ; somet i mes i t rushes sudden ly

i n to a lovely va l l ey carpeted wi th Mex i can flowers or gay wi th ru by coffee or tas

s e lle d corn . W i de fie lds of gra i n and banana spread for m i les a long the s ides of

the road , l ead i ng to the colony lands . H ere and there are grea t forests of cedar
,

mahogany and rubber trees , i n ter laced wi th r i ch trop i ca l fo l iage and parasi tes .

Brigh t wi nged b i rds and orch ids of wonderfu l co lor l i gh t u p the recesses of the

forests , and groves of l usc i ous oranges and l emons perfume the a ir. Short ly before
the road reaches the ou tsk i rts of the Met la l toyuca lands i t crosses the Pan tepec

R i ver , swi ft l y maki ng i ts way to the Gu l f . The crysta l waters revea l a pebb ly

bot tom abou t s ixty feet wide ; and the ent i re st ream forms o n e of the most

beau t i fu l r i vers in Mexi co .

The prospects of th i s colony , composed of Engl i sh-speaki ng peop l e , are very
promi s i ng . Extens ive fie lds of gra i n may be seen here ; the warm moist c l i mate
be i ng part i cu l ar l y adapted to the ra i s i ng of cerea l s . N a tu re ha s been lav i sh in

gifts to th i s regi on ; the c l i mate i s m i ld ; the thermometer se ldom g om g above

ei ghty in the day t ime , wh i l e the n igh ts are coo l . The houses are of bamboo

a nd comfortab l e . Some of them have rosewood floors , a nd l i t t l e ga rdens around

them make the region homel i ke and p leasan t . I n th i s sma l l v i l lage of a few

hundred i nhab i tan ts there i s a sp i r i t of assoc ia t i on and fr i endsh i p .

The warm spri ngs of C uau t la are reached by the I n terocean i c R a i l road .

Surround i ng th i s resort are mounta i ns perpetua l l y wh i te , yet no snow ever fa l l s

o n th i s trop i ca l town . The arr iva l here i s fu l l of grea test i nterest , as the tra i n

pu l l s i n to the o ldest ra i l road sta t i on i n
'

the wor ld . I t was bu i l t in 1 6 5 7 , and was

former ly a chu rch , bu t fina l ly reverted to the governmen t and was di sposed of

to the ra i l road company . I t seems strange tha t a once beau t i fu l chu rch shou ld

e nd in be i ng the scene of exc i temen t tha t a t tends the arr iva l of a t ra i n . The

su l phu r baths of th i s resort are a l i t t l e way ou t of town bu t a dr ive through the

rust i c scenery of a prim i t i ve regi on repays one for the tr i p . I n th i s o ld town , fu l l
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of pecu l i ar l egends and romances , the na tu ra l I nd ian fol k m i ngle thei r anc i ent

customs wi th the modern .

Tehuacan is ca l l ed Mexi co
’

s C ar l sbad . I t is one of the popu lar spr i ngs that

are spl end id spec ifics for many i l l s .

T H E ARCADE , PUEB LA.

There a re some modest hotel s here . The

l i t t l e town is very p i c turesque and

reta i ns the mark of centu r i es , hav i ng

been founded in 1 524 , by the Span

iard s . The ant iqu i ty of the town
,
the

pr im i t ive manners of the peop l e
,
l end

more at t ract ion to the searcher for

hea l th than the more modern hotel s of

the fa sh ionab le resorts . There are com

fort and pleasu re to be found and ac

commodat i on for the most fast i d ious .

C ho l u l a is an o ld c i ty that da tes

from before the Conquest . I t was a

commerc ia l cent re and was one of the

most popu lous
,
and flou r i sh i ng c i t i es

du ri ng the t i me of the Aztec Confed
e racy . I t was the scene , in 1 5 1 9 , of a

fearfu l bat t le between the . Span i sh

Conquerors and the Cho lulan s , in

wh i ch many of the i nhab i tants were

massacred .

The trad i t i on Of Quetza l coat l and

h is l i fe up among the grea t pu rp l e s un

l i t h i l l s is a most beau t i fu l story . N ever was there a more tender sp i r i t than

Quetza l coa t l , who l oved a l l l i v i ng creatu res and cou ld not bear that any shou ld

suffer or l i ve in s in and ignorance . Bu t the peop l e , wh i l e they love d h im , feared

the other powerfu l gods
,
who were devoted to b loodshed and batt le . They bu i l t

temples and a l tars a nd da i l y offered human sacrifices to the gods of war .

Th i s grovel l i ng fear fi l l ed the grea t heart of Quetza l coat l wi th p i ty and deep

sorrow , and s o he l eft h is beau t i fu l , peacefu l home to teach these peop le , wi th a

wonderfu l e l oquence , the gospe l of l ove and char i ty. Such was h is i nfluence tha t

a t l ast they deserted the a l tars of the cruel gods , and i nstead of offer i ng human
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gaze of the conquerors , and may st i l l , wi th s l igh t change , meet that of the modern

travel l er , a s from the p la tform of the grea t pyramid h i s eye wanders over the

fa i rest port i on of the beau t i fu l p l a teau of Pueb la . So wrote Pres cott .

The great te m ple
l

was afterward pu rified by Cortes
’

s orders and the standard

of the cross so lemn ly pl anted i n its fm id s t . From ~this pyram id ,
i t i s i n terest i ng to

know, Baron von H umboldt made many of h is va l uab le astronomi ca l ca l cu l a t ions .
The chu rch n ow stand i ng there is dedi cated to the Vi rgi n de los R emed ios .

The po pu lar trad i t i on among the nat ive I nd i ans i s tha t the pyram id was erected

by a fam i l y of gi an ts who had escaped i nundat i on a nd i n tended to ra i se i t i n to

the c louds , had not the gods become angry and sen t down fi re from h eaven to

stop them where i t is t ru ncated .

C ho l u l a probab ly numbers now some five thousand peop le . Bu t there is no

doubt that a t the t ime of the conquest i t was one of the largest towns i n Mex ico .

Bu t what a l and of roma nce ! H ow can busy twen t i eth-cen tu ry peop le

reali ze that in 1 5 1 9 such even ts were mak i ng Mexi can h i story ,
and that even then

the pyramid dated far back of l egend or trad i t i on ?

TH E PEN I TENT IARY . PUEBLA.
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more than three hundred years ago . Tlaxca la abounds in i n terest i ng re l i cs

of anc i en t t i mes .

‘ Among them are some very o ld portra i ts of the heroes of
former days , a c l oak wh i ch be l onged to a nob le I nd i an of tha t t ime who was the

fi rst to rece ive Chr i st i an bapt i sm , and the wonderfu l standard wh i ch once

be longed to Cortés . The C hu rch of San Franc i sco was the fi rst Ca tho l i c C hurch
erected i n the N ew W or ld . I ts a rch i tectu re is very ori gi na l i nside and ou t. and

dates from 1 524 . The pu l p i t has a very pecu l i a r form and exqu i s i te fi lig rane d

work ful l of g i l t carvi ngs ; and the sacred vestmen ts , beau t i fu l l y emb ro idered

in s i l ver and gold , were brough t over from Spa i n and used i n
'

the fi rst R oman

Ca tho l i c serv i ce in th is coun try . These vestme n ts are shown to-day , wi th. the

first bapt isma l foun ta i n . The Sanctuary is ded i cated to the m i racu lous Vi rgi n

of Ocot l an , and is s i tuated onthe summi t of a l i t t le. h i l l c l ose to the c i ty . One

cu r i ou s th i ng abou t the temp le is tha t one ha l f of i t i s an arch i tectu re of severa l

cen tur i es ago , the wa l l s be i ng covered wi th the finest ch i se l l ed workmansh i p

poss i b l e to im agi ne , -and r i ch l y gi l t , wh i l e the other ha l f 15 en t i re ly of modern

styl e sp l end id ly scu l p tured by modern art i sts . On the wa l l s are hundreds of

wax reproduct i ons of human l i mbs , l eft there by 1nva lid s who had been m iracu

lous ly cu red of var i ous di seases , and who ce l ebrated the i r cu res by giv i ng t he

chu rch these symbol s .

Tlaxca la is the cap i ta l of the State , whi ch
'

i s bounded on
'

the northeast and

sou th by the Sta te of Puebl a and on the west by Mex i co . H is torica lly it i s one
of the most i n terest i ng states i n the repub l i c . A l most every bu i ld i ng i n the
capita l is a re l i c of the o lden t imes . The Mun i c i pa l Pa lace and a few modern

homes
,
bu i l t wi th the open cou rtyard , are the

'

on ly new houses . Th i s presen ts

a marked contrast wi th the o ld arch i tecture . Through the enchan t i ng San Mar

t i n va l l ey wi l l run a new ra i l road that wi l l prove a boon to the gra i n growers . I t

wi l l not on ly be an ou t l et for many r i ch proper t i es and the gra i n of the fert i l e va l l ey

bu t i t wi l l be the most p i ctu resque rou te i n the repub l i c . W herever the ra i l roads

have gone the I ndi ans are begi nn i ng to forsake the i r nat ive sp .eech I n T laxca la

one rea l i zes that the Aztec 1s not a dead language . The Governor of T laxca la ,

Co lonel Prospero Cahuan tz i , has done much to develop and perpetuate I nd ian

trad i t i on and i nst i tu t ions . H e has pub l i shed books to that e nd and -al so an
anc i en t T lax

‘

ca lan record wh i ch gives a cu r ious h i story of the conquest to ld i n

p i ctu res . H e wri tes and speaks th i s l anguage wh i ch is fast becomi ng ext i nct .
The Governor i s a pu re blooded I nd ian , born in I xtu l co , a town s i tua ted a short
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di stance from the C i ty of Tlaxca la . For nearl y twen ty years he has governed
the State s o w i se ly and so we l l tha t new l i fe has sprung i n to the o ld cap i ta l .

School s and pr ivate co l l eges are n ow

estab l i shed and i ndustry has en tered

upon a per i od of devel opment . There

wi l l be i naugu rated th i s year a n i rr iga

t i on plan t wh i ch wi l l be of grea t benefi t

to the vegetat i on of the Sta te . The

c i ty i s a l i ve wi th busi ness and every

th i ng looks in a cond i t i on of
'

pro s

pe rity. The pol i t i ca l d iv i s ion of the

State consi sts of s ix d i st r i c ts , wh i ch

are subd iv ided i n to mun i c i pa l i t i es .

Tlaxca la i s the pri nc i pa l and most im

portan t . I t has a popu la t i on of seven

thousand five hundred . Three ra i l

roads cross the State : the Mexi can

ra i l road wh i ch runs from Mex i co to

Vera C ruz and the Ap izaco branch to
Pueb la , the I n terocean i c from Mex

i co to Vera C ruz and Acapu l co , and
the Santa Anna and Tlaxca la road .

The State ha s vari ous good wagon

roads wh i ch l ead to the ne ighbori ng sta tes . The te legraph i c and tel ephon i c

serv i ce i s good and extens ive .

The so i l is product ive and the lands are su i tab le for the cu l t iva t i on of a l l

c l asses of fru i ts of the co ld zone and a l l k i nds of med i c i na l p l ants . The maguey

is extensivel y grown and produces l arge quan t i t i es of pu lque , a dr i nk for the

midd le c l asses . I t has exce l l en t med i c i na l qua l i t i es and i s very nu tr i t i ous , and

is consumed great l y by the i nhab i tants of the sou thern part of the repub l i c .

I t i s usefu l for fibre of the best c l ass and a l so makes good a lcoho l . The Sta te

i nc l udes fert i l e and extensive p la i ns
,
be i ng occasiona l ly broken by deep ravi nes

or bare h i l l s . The most importan t moun ta i n range in Tlaxca l a i s that formed

by the beau t i fu l moun ta i n of Ma l i nche
,
or M a lin tz in . Th i s peak r i ses to a

he ight of fou r thousand fou r hundred and s ixty-one metres above sea l eve l

O LD CH URCH TOWER . T LAXCALA .
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a nd capt ivates the fancy by its i mposi ng and fantast i c figu re , as i t re pre

sen ts the body of a woman covered by a sh roud and the head sh i n i ng wi th the
snow whi ch forms a crown . Somet imes the figure is l ost among the c louds

wh ich envel op a part of the mounta i n . Often these c l ouds a re
-

agi tated by

storms wh ich render a spectac l e start l i ng to l ook on and wi thou t equa l in the

repub l i c of Me x i co . The c l imate is hea l thy , dry and cold , es pe c ia l l y i n the

moun ta i ns , where frosts are frequen t throughou t the wi n te r . The m i n i ng

in the state i s of i mportance . There are some s i lver , copper and l ead m i nes .

I ron , l ime , cha l k , and c lays of

good qua l i ty ex i st .

C orn i s the pr i nc i pa l

product , a l though everyth i ng

grows i n th i s r i ch Soi l , and

th rough the i ntroduct i on of

modern m ethods of ag ricult

u re the produce of the State

ha s be en d oub led .

There are d i st i l l er i es for

the product i on of a l cohol , flou r

m i l l s , and factor i es of cotton

goods a nd pr i n ts . These are

a l l equ i pped wi th the la test

mach i nery .

I n the C uauh temoc d i s

trict there i s a foundry for

art i st i c bronze work wh i ch ha s

been d o in g
'

wo rk of great cred i t
to the State .

Tlaxca la wa s the scene of

SENOR CORONE L PROS PERO C AH UANTZ I . muc-h human tragedy du ri ng

the C o rtes conquest . I t is

o ne of the o ldest p laces i n Mexi co and i t wa s founded by the C h ich imecs .

They came on the grand p la teau abou t the same t ime a s the ki ndred races , a t

the c lose of the twelfth cen tu ry , and p lan ted themselves on the western border of

Lake T e zcu‘

co . H ere they rema i ned many years e ngaged i n the usua l pursu i ts of a
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N oth i ng cou ld be m ore p i ctu resque than the aspect of these I nd i an bat

ta l i ons , wi th the naked bodi es of the comm on. so ld i ers gaudi l y pa i n ted , the fan

ta s tic helmets of the ch i efs gl i t ter i ng wi th go ld and prec i ous stones , and the

gl owi ng panop l i es of featherwork wh i ch decorated thei r persons . I nnumerab l e

darts and spears , t i pped with po i n ts of transparen t iztli , or fiery copper , sparkl ed

br igh t in the morn i ng s un , l i ke the phosphor i c gl eams play i ng on the surface of

a troub led s e a , wh i l e the rear of the m ighty host was dark wi th the shadows of

banners on wh ic h were emblazoned the armor i a l beari ngs of the great T laxca lan

and Otom i ch i efta i ns . Among these , the wh i te heron on the “

rock , the cogn izance
of the house of X i cotencat l was conspi cuous a nd st i l l more the go lden eagl e

W 1th ou tspread Wi ngs , 1n the fash i on of a R oman s ignum , r i ch l y ornamen ted with

emera lds and si lver-work , the great

standard of the republ i c of T laxca la .

“

The common fi l e wore no cov

er i ng except a gi rd l e around the

l o i ns . Thei r bod ies were pa i n ted

wi th appropr ia te co lors of the ch ief

ta i n whose banner they fol l owed .

The feather-m a i l of the h ig her class

of warr i ors exh i b i ted a l so a sim i la r

se l ect i on of co lors for the l i ke o b

je ct, in the same manner a s the

co lors of the tartan i nd i cate the

pecu l i ar c lan of the H i gh l ander .
The cac iques and pr i nc i pa l. warr iors

were c lothed i n qu i l ted cot ton t-un i cs

two i nches th i ck , wh i ch , fi t t i ng c lose

to the body , protected a lso the

thi ghs and the shou lders . Over

these the ' wea l th i er I nd i ans wore

S AC R ED W E LL O F o c o m m .
cu i rasses of th i n go ld p late or s i lver .

Thei r l egs were defended by leathern

boots or sanda l s t r immed wi th go ld . Bu t the most br i l li an t part of thei r co s

tum e s wa s a r i ch mant l e of the P lum aje or feather work , embro idered wi th

cu r ious art , and fu rn i sh i ng some resemblance to the gorgeous su rcoa t worn by
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the Eu ropean kn ight over h i s a rmor i n the m idd le ages . Th i s gracefu l and

p i c tu resque dress was su rmoun ted by a fan tast i c head-pi ece , made of wood or

l eather
,
represen t i ng the head of some

wi ld an ima l , and frequen t l y d i sp lay i ng

a form idab l e array of teeth . W i th

th i s cover i ng the warri or
’

s head wa s

enveloped ,
produc i ng a most p ictur

esque and h ideous effec t . From the
crown floated a spl end id panache of

the r i ch ly var i egated p l umage of the

trop i cs
,
i nd i cat i ng by its form and

col ors the rank and fam i l y of the

wearer . To complete th i s defens ive

armor
,
they carr i ed sh i e lds or targets

made somet imes of wood covered wi th

l eather
,
bu t more usua l l y of a l ig h t

frame of reed qu i l ted wi th cot ton ,

wh i ch were preferred as tougher and

l ess l i ab l e to fractu re than the former .

They had other buckl ers i n wh i ch the

cot ton was covered wi th a n e last i c

su bstance
,
enabl i ng them to be shu t

up in a more compact form , l i ke a

fan or umbre l l a . These sh ie lds were decora ted wi th showy ornamen ts , accord i ng

to the taste or wea l th of the wearer , and fr i nged wi th a beau t i fu l pendant of

fea ther-work .

Thei r weapons w e re s lin g s , bows and arrows , j avel ins , and darts . They

were accompl i shed archers , and wou ld d i scharge two or even three arrows a t a

t i me . Bu t they most exce l l ed in th rowi ng the j avel i n . On e spec i es of th i s ,

wi th a thong at tached to i t , wh i ch rema i ned in the s l i nger
’

s hand tha t he m igh t

reca l l the weapon , was espec ia l l y dreaded by the Span iards . These vari ous

weapons were po i n ted wi th bone or the m i nera l iztli (obsid i an) , the hard sub

stance a l ready not i ced a s capab le of tak i ng an edge l i ke a razor , though easi l y

b l u n ted . The i r spears a nd arrows were a l so frequent ly headed wi th copper .

I nstead of a sword they bore a two-handed staff abou t. three and a ha lf feet

RU INS O F TH E ROYAL C HURCH , T LAXCALA .
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l ong
, in whi ch at regu lar d i stances were i nserted , tranve rs e ly, sharp blades of

iztli , a form idab l e weapon , wh i ch , as an eye-wi tness assu res us , he had seen

fe l l a horse at a b low .

Such was the costume of the T laxca lan warrior , and of that great fami l y

of nat ions genera l l y who occu p i ed the p la teau of Anahuac .

Thei r weapons , even wi th thei r bravery , were no match for the
'

m i lita ry

sc i ence of the Span i ards ; and after fou r terri b l e batt les , preceded by a good dea l

of sharp sk i rm i sh i ng , the T laxca lan s were defeated . After some po l i t i ca l delays
they were complete l y subdued and became the fa i thfu l a l l i es of the Span iards .

Had th i s no t been effected , i t is doubtfu l i f Cortés—‘s name wou ld have d escended
as the grea t conqueror , at least in Mexi co .

Tlaxca la C i ty dates far back of Cortes
’

s arr iva l i n the p lace , wh ere he fough t

and. subdued wi th such exce l l en t effect . The very a i r i s a l ive wi th romance and

trad i t i on . Age , hoaryand musty , i s stamped everywhere , a l though the peop l e

are wideawake and prosperous .

The houses were bu i l t for the most part of mud or earth , the bet ter sort , of

stone and l ime , or of bri cks dr i ed i n the sun . They were un improved wi th doors

or wi ndows bu t i n the apertures of the -former hung mats fr i nged wi th p ieces of

cop per or someth i ng wh i ch by its t i n k l i ng sound gave not i ce of anyone
’

s entrance .

The streets were narrow and dark . The peop le gathered i n the market p laces

on a pub l i c day . These meet i ngs were fa i rs , he ld , in a l l great towns , every fifth

day
,
and atte nd e d

’

by the i nhab i tan ts of the adj acen t count ry , who brought there

for sa l e every descr i pt ion of dome st i c produce and manufactu re wi th wh i ch they

were acqua i n ted . They pe culi
‘

a rly exce lle d
‘

i n pottery , wh i ch was considered

equa l to the b est i n Eu rope . I t is fu rther proof of c iv i l i zed hab i ts tha t the

Span iards found baths , both of vapor and of hot wa ter , fam i l i ar l y used by the

i nhab i tan ts . A s t i l l h igher proof of refinemen t was d i scerned in the ex i stence of
a v ig i lan t po l i ce wh i ch suppressed everyth i ng l i ke d i sorder .

The anc i en t capi ta l , th rough one-quarter of wh i ch flowed the rap id cu rren t

of the Zahua tl , stretched a long the summi ts and s ides of the h i l l s , a t whose base

are now gathered the remnan t of i ts once flou ri sh i ng popu lat ion . Far beyond ,

to the sou theast , extended the bo ld S i erra of Tlaxca la , and the huge Mal i nche ,
crowned wi th the usua l s i l ver d iadem of the h ighest Andes , its shaggy s ides
c lo thed w ith d a rk green forests of fi rs , gigan t i c sycamores , and oaks whose

tower i ng stems rose to the he igh t of forty or fifty feet unencumbered by a branch .
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Up i n tha t region , between Ajutla and JUqui la , is a marvelous l ake of c louds .

A deep b l ue sky and bri l l i an t sou thern sun , wi thou t a -sugg est i on of m ist i n

the st i l l a i r , make the p lace wonderfu l On a grand s ca le. C l ad wi th fo l i age c lear

to the summi t , the great r idge forms ha lf of a m ighty amph i thea tre whose s ides

are fu rrowed by moun ta i n torrents . F i ve ' di stan t moun ta i ns form the wa l l of

an ova l va l l ey Wi th lower peaks runn i ng para l l e l . A t one s ide a spur j u ts o ut,
maki ng the on ly notab le break in the enc los i ng r im . The great l ake seems to

approach th i s edge-l i ke a m ighty r iver and pou r over the great prec i p i ce l i ke a

dozen N i agar
’

as combi ned in one . I t is a cloud-l ake , migh ty , myster ious and

no i seless , maki ng one of the greatest wonders in th i s region of wonders .

The Tlaxca la of to-day is s i tuated in the cen tre of a beau t i fu l cou ntry and has

i l l i m i tab le advan tages . I t is a favori te spot for the artis t '

and student . Gover

nor Prospero Cahuantz i has a most i n terest i ng and un i que persona l i ty , and h is

hosp i ta l i ty to strangers is one of the reasons of the popu lar i ty of the cap i ta l

c i ty: A vi si t to Me x i co i s not comple te wi thou t see i ng th i s remarkab le o ld

h i stor i cal pl ace .

OLDEST PUL P I T AND ALTAR I N AME R ICA .
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Majest i c moun ta i ns, va l l eys , and pla i ns add to the natu ra l beau ty of the

State and th i s part of the repub l i c enj oys a p l easan t bu t -varie d .clim ate .

Few r ivers are found , bu t there is one famous water-fa l l , ca l l ed the R egla
Cascade , some m i nera l spr i ngs of m ed i c i na l note , and the

“

beau t i fu l l akes of

Metzt i t lan , Tecomu l co , Apam , Zup i t l an .

I n the d i str i c t of Pachuca a re the m i n ing cam ps , Z i mapan , Jaca la , and Can

cando . C ancand o , a magnet i c i ron moun ta i n ten thousand feet h igh , appears

to be one mass of i ron so r i ch as to con ta i n abou t e igh ty percent . of pu re i ron .

The ore , however , is so ri ch
“

tha t a flux is requ i red to sm e l t i t . These m i nes were

not exp lo i ted un t i l after the war of i ndependen ce , a l though as early a s
“

1 824 many

GOVE RNOR SENOR DON PEDRO RODR IGUE Z .

min i ng c l a ims in '

that d istr i c t .were

taken .up a nd denounced , among

them San An ton i o , E l Carmen ,
San Cosme and La s An imas .
Encarnac ion ha s a n up

-to

date works , produc i ng a m i l l i on

and. a ha lf k i l os of bar i ron per

year and possesses a l l the m odern

equ i pmen ts . On e of the best '

known gold m 1n e s of the earl y

days of N ew Spa i n was San J ose

del Oro , te n thousand feet above
-the sea . I t i s d i fficu l t of access

and is not worked to any
'

g re at

exten t at the presen t -day .

The State of H i da lgo produces
m i l l i ons of do l lars worth of s i l ver

pe r year from i ts two mi nera l cen

tres . Among the most notab l e
m i nes of the d i st r i c t are Z i mapan

,

San Mart i n , San J udas ; of the

R ea l de l Mon te groups , S an Franc i sco , San ta Gertrud i s , San Eug en io , San
R afael , San Miguel Taj o a nd Barron .

Pachuca has twelve reduct i on works ; E l C h i co , n i ne ; R ea l de l Monte ,
eigh t ; and Z imapan , e igh t . There are in th i s State many i ron w orks and i n the
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d ist r i c ts of Zacua l t i pan and H uej u t l a a re deposi ts of coa l now developed by an
i mportan t company . I n Molango are graph i te deposi ts . The m i nes i n Pachuca

were worked by the Span ia rds i n 1 523 , on ly two years after the conquest and

u n t o l d m i l l i o n s

have been wi th

drawn from the

i nexhaust i b l e re

sou rce where busy

men to-day st i l l

d e l v e w i t h t h e

same eagerness as

i n the days of o ld .

Th i s i s one of

the few d ist r i c ts

i n the wor ld where

the p lan t van i l l a

grows
,
wh i ch con

t r i b u t e s t o t h e

enormous , a lmost

fabu lous , r i ches of

some of the Mex

i can p lan ters . I n th i s S tate i s found the same c lass of maguey as inMexi co .

I t i s ca l l ed the marve l p lan t and is the very h ighest qua l i ty and largest y i e ld .

I n Apam , Pachuca and Tu la a l l c l asses of cerea l s are produced and Apam a nd

Pachuca are the greatest cen tres for the product i on of pu lque . I n the hotter

d i st r i cts coffee , i nd i a rubber and other va l uabl e products y i e ld. sp l end id b oun tv

to the farmers and there is abundan t supp ly of med ic i na l p lan ts and va l uab l e

cab i net woods . The yi e ld of pu lque i s abou t a ga l lon and a ha l f a day for each

pl an t du ri ng th ree months of the year . Th i s i ndustry a lone yi e l ds m i l l i ons of

do l la rs a year in the S ta te of H i da lgo . Mesca l , a h igh ly i n tox i cat i ng l i quor ,

ord i nari l y ca l l ed Tequ i la , i s made a t the Tequ i la Hac ienda . I t i s on e of the

popu la r dr i n ks among certa i n c lasses and i s noted for i ts fiery st rength , wh ich

none bu t a cu l t i va ted taste can endu re .

The capi ta l , Pachuca , i s most i n terest i ng , wi th charac ter i st i cs of a m 1ne rs

town . The houses a re bu i l t wi th a n i dea of comfort and the i r appearance i s

T H E GOVE RNOR’S PALAC E .
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somewhat d i fferen t from the dwel l i ngs one sees i n other l arge c i t i es . Ameri can
a nd Engl i sh cap i ta l has taken a fi rm ho ld and the spi r i t of enterpr i se and energy
has gi ven th i s c i ty the appearance of a busi ness cen tre ; The hotel s a re a l ive

wi th m i n i ng m e n and
'

trave le rs of staunch pu rpose , the co l on i es are a lert wi th

soc ia l enj oyment; wh i l e the governmen t of the c i ty i s conducted wi th z
‘

ea lous

care and atten t ion . The cond i t i ons of the sta te , espec i a l l y u nder the presen t

Governor , l end themselves most favorably to the estab l i shmen t of n ew enter

pri ses .

Senor Don Pedro Lad i s l ao R odr iguez wa s born in th e Sta te of Oaxaca , from
whence came so

“

many of M e x ico
’

s
'

no ted s tatesmen . H e ha s “

given h is e ne rg ie s

and a c t ive servi ce to h is coun try . H e fough t i n the W a r of the R eform , the W a r

of the I n tervent i on , and afterward ret i red to a pri vate l i fe of strenuous work .

H e became expert in a l l branches of te l egraphy , erected l i nes between Mexi co
C i ty and var i ous

,

cap i ta l s of the states
,
besides bei ng the d i rector and manager

of te l egraph offices th roughou t the repub l i c . H e ev i nced such strong i n terest
i n po l i t i ca l affa i rs tha t he was e l ec ted to Congress and through h is strength

S A N JUL IO MIN E .

and sp l end id beari ng in publ i c matters he rose to the prom i nence of one of

Mexi co’s l ead i ng p o l i t i ca l powers . Si nce assumi ng th i s i mportan t office , he
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E ngl i sh-speaki ng colony hel p to make th i s c i ty p i ctu resque and i n terest i ng , wi th

its admixtu re of anc ien t and modern arch i tectu re .

Duri ng the month of September , W hen the Mexi cans were ce lebrat i ng

thei r Centenni a l of I ndependence , th i s cap i ta l was foremost in its enthus iasm .

HAC I ENDA LORETO.

Tri umphan t arches were erected , the c i ty was festooned i n gay nat i ona l. co lors ,

myriads of l i gh ts gave a dazz l i ng appearance of ga i ety and the ceremon ia l s tha t

took p lace were very imposi ng . N ew schoo l
'

s we re inaug ura ted , n ew monuments

ded i cated a nd a l l pub l i c bu i l d i ngs opened offic i a l l y .

Tu la is a c i ty bu i l t upon a ser i es of terraces in a beau t i fu l va l l ey teemi ng
wi th trop i ca l flowers and fol i age . I t i s

_noted for Tol tec ru 1ns and re l i cs wh i ch

have been found there . The old chu rch bu i l t th ree hundred years ago has wa l l s

seven feet th i ck and the tower is one hundred and twen ty-five feet h igh . I t l i es

i n the
'

va l l ey wh i ch the Tol tecs en tered when they ca m e sou thward i n 648,

over twelve hundred and fifty years ago . A thousand years ago Tu la was an
i mportan t town and wa s the cap i ta l of Mexi co un t i l Proof of th i s

an t i qu i ty l i es everywhere— the grand houses, the broken co l umns , and qua i n t

i mages that are st i l l rema i n i ng re l i cs in the present town . H ere is the wi tchery
of an o ld wor ld , shadowy peop le , vague and myst i ca l r igh ts and ceremon ies . I n
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the sma l l P laza stand the rema i ns of

o ld gods , and crumbl i ng i n to dust i s

an o ld pyram id , bu i l t many cen tu r i es

ago . W here once the ido l atrous wor

sh i p of the Aztecs took p lace , a pu rer
re l i g ion of to-day i s worsh i pped and

the peopl e have thrown off the l ethargy

of the past . There are th ree anc i en t

br idges in th i s v i c i n i ty . I t i s c la imed

tha t o n e of these br idges was bu i l t i n

21 0 A D , the ru i ns of wh i ch rema i n ,

form i ng a p i ctu resque b i t of Tu la .

“

The Treasu ry of Mon tezuma ,

now in ru i ns , i s o n the top of the h i l l .

There are two d ist i nct k i nds of fra g

men tary wa l l s , e igh t feet th i ck . There

i s one l arge room th i rty-two feet l ong

wi th the chunam floori ng nearl y per

XATAL MIN E

fe ct . The peop l e of Tu la vi s i t these ru i ns con t i nua l ly , bel i ev i ng many treasu res

to be concea l ed there . They dream dreams , and then go ou t and s i n k p i ts i n the

REAL DE L MONTE MIN E .

floor i ng , hop i ng to en ri ch them

selves wi th wonderfu l t reasu res of

Montezuma
’

s t i me .

There are other st range rel i cs

of anc ien t t imes o n another h i l l

nea r Tu la . These are carved rocks

rest i ng Upon a stra tum of adobe ,

below wh i ch the h i l l s l opes down

to the r i ver prec i p i tous ly . The

carvi ngs are symbol i ca l , and are

su pposed to have been made abou t

1 1 60 AD . i n the C h i ch imec era .

The cana l of N o ch is ton g o i s

an Open cu t abou t twelve m i l es

l ong wi th an average depth of one



hundred and eigh ty feet and a n
‘

average width of three hundred feet , bu t one

part i s s i x hundred feet wide . I t was bu i l t i n 1 607 , to save the c i ty of Mexi co

from the floods of Lake T e zcuco . I t can be seen from the ra i l road , the tra i ns

pass i ng a l ong the s ide of the cu t .

I n the Barranca of I t
'

za la natu re has been very l avi sh i n h e r imposi ng and

maj est i c beau ty . .The mounta i ns of th i s State are u nusua l ly h igh and p ictur7
esque . The S i erras of Pachuca have lost much of the i r beau ty on accoun t of

the mi n ing camps i n terspersed , bu t the canon of the v i rg i n Omi t lan affords

beau t i fu l views . The pr inc i pa l moun ta i n cha i n i s i n Zacua l t i pan and M e tztip

l-an wh i ch forms deep ravine s
'

and is a beau t i fu l aspect to the lover of natu re.

J ou rneys through these moun ta i ns on the '

road to the d i fferen t
'

m 1n 1ng camps

are very i n terest i ng .

SAN RAFAEL MINE .
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o e vw s BACKBONE . TOM AS O PO C An
’

O N .

CHAPTER xv111

TRANS PORTAT lON

H E posi t i on of Mexi co on the western con t i nen t i s so commandi ng as to

assu re i t an ever-growi ng part i c i pat i on i n the world
’

s commerce . W i th

the comi ng of the locomot ive a wi lderness was t ransfo rmed i n to a busy world .

Eager m i ners have peop led the h i l l s ; i ndust r i ous t i l l ers , the fru i tfu l va l l eys ;
the l umbermen have taken from the forests grea t t imbers ; a cha i n of cen t ra l

marts has stretched from border to border , j o i ned by the magi c stee l way ;

and in many sect i ons grea t i ndust r i es have been establ i shed to convert raw

products i n to mater ia l s demanded by modern c iv i l i za t i on. The transformat ion

ha s been complete and has given b i rth to new ambi t i ons a nd i mparted new

energies to the peop le .

The developmen t of the mater i a l resou rces of a nat i on i s d i rect l y dependen t

o n the means of transportat i on and commun icat ion wh i ch i t possesses . For cen
turie s the grea t m i nera l wea l th of Mexi co has been l i berall y exp lo i ted and means

of transportat ion secu red , begi nn i ng wi th the forced labor of the I nd i ans en

sl aved by the conquerors a nd passi ng through the i n termed ia te stages of mu l e

back and wagon-road t i l l the modern ra i lway appeared , to take the treasu res
3 25
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of the moun ta i n afa r . Vast as these re s o urce s
'

we re , they
'

were l i t t l e bet ter

than wasted treasu re withou t the means of transportat i on to domesti c and

fore ign markets .

The great chang e in means of transportat ion came late to Mexi co . Pol i t i

ca l troubles long domi nated nat i onal though t and absorbed the energy of the

pe opl e . I t was not un t i l 1 873 , tha t the fi rst ra i l road wa s opened from Mexi co

to Vera C ruz . From the moment tha t
‘

s e ttle d pol i t i ca l cond i t i ons had been

secu red the peopl e of Mexi co turned to the task of develop i ng ra i l road transpor

tatio n and during
‘

th e terms of Genera l -D i az the extensi on of ra i l roads has

assumed a lead i ng and constan t -pol i cy of the governmen t , the fru i ts of wh i ch
are man i fest in commerce , Wh i ch has been enormous l y expanded ; the act ive
wea l th of the nat i on i ncreased ; new i ndustr i es i n troduced ; c i t i es and towns estab

lis hed a nd the genera l comfort and conven i ence of the peop l e great ly augmented .

W ith th i s ente rpr1s e ln l and transporta t i on, there has been a pers i sten t a ct iv i ty

in prov id i ng port and harbor fac i l i t i es . The progress and managemen t of the

ra i l roads have a lways been assiduously observed by the governmen t and the

laws contro l l i ng them have been j ust l y and l i be ra l ly appl i ed . N everthel ess,
many cond i t i ons have opera ted to preven t a un i form l y d i rect and effic i en t super

v i s ion commensu rate wi th the growi ng importance of the servi ce .

I n order to p rotect the peop le of Mexi co , the governmen t deemed i t a d uty
to acqu i re a more effic i en t con tro l by ownersh i p of stock ; I n 1 902, the govern

men t purchased five mi l l i on do l l ars of the stock of the I n terocean i c Rai lway ,
wh i ch was to become the pivota l operat ion on wh i ch tu rned the grea t merger
system . I n 1 903 , the Mi n i ster of F i nance conc l uded negot ia t ions wi th the
i n terests in contro l of the N at iona l R a i l road , wh i ch were maki ng st renuous

efforts to obta i n con tro l of the I n terocean i c , by wh i ch the government acqu i red

the major i ty ho ld i ng i n the N at i ona l , wh i ch system was to be reorgan ized , the

government giv i ng a s part consi derat i on for i ts pu rchase the I nte roce an ic stock .

I t wa s expected tha t th i s degree of i n terven t ion wou ld be suffic i en t to enabl e the

governmen t to prevent harmfu l combi nat i on of ownersh i p .

I n 1 906 , the Mex i can Cen tra l road was th reatened wi th absorpt ion by

Ameri can financ iers . an outcome tha t wou ld be exceedi ngly i n oppos i t i on to

the po l i cy of the governmen t . A p lan was adopted by Congress provid i ng fOr
the conso l idat ion of the N at iona l and the C entra l systems by means of a new

company , en t i re ly Mexi can , the m ajo rity
'

of the shares i n wh i ch the governmen t



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


3 28 M EX/CO

sa l u tary check on the i ndependen t roads in the matter of to l l s and as an 1nce n tive

to better servi ce and en l arged fac i l i t i es ; i t was an i nd i spensab l e po l i cy i n vi ew
of the i neffectua l con tro l or supervi s i on poss i b l e under the genera l ra i lway l aw ,

i f the governmen t wou ld regu la te the mana gement of ra i lways , to secure proper

advan tages to Mexi co , and preven t the growth of corporate i nfluence wh i ch migh t
even me nace tha t of the governmen t . The broad nat iona l po l i cy assu res fu l l

protect ion to i ndustr i es , to cap i ta l i sts , a nd to comm un i t i es by protect ion aga i nst

arb i trary regu la t ions , d i scr im i nat i ons , and the rest of the grea t brood of ev i l s

that have a t tended the march of ra i l road financ i ng i n the Un i ted States .

-I tWi l l

tend to genera l and steady developmen t of newer sect ions as the resu l t of a com

prehens ive overs i gh t that wi l l extend i n land fac i l i t i es for na t i onal developmen t

to the fu l l l i m i t of the powers of the governmen t and set t l ers , and i nvestors

w ill . no t be s low to rea l i ze the grea t advan tages to them of stab l e progress ive

transportat ion fac i l i t i es .

NOC H I S TO NGO C UT . BU I LT BY T H E AZTECS TO DRAI N T H E VAL LEY O F MEX ICO .

Of the Board of D i rectors , twelve res ide in Mexico and n i ne i n N ew York .

Th is pro g re s s ive
'

m ove i s part of the genera l effort bei ng made throughou t Mex ico

to arrange for adequate l and a nd sea transporta t ion of its products . N ew l i nes
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of ra i lway are be i ng Opened up in the i n ter i or o n the west coast to meet the

requ i remen ts of new steamsh i p connect i ons , e i ther estab l i shed or proj ected .

Add i t i ona l steam ers are bei ng pu t upon servi ces a l ready operat i ng and branch
connect ions are be i ng made over

n ew l and rou tes . The Tehuan tepec

R a i lway , wh i ch crosses the I sthmus

of Tehuan tepec , carry i ng freigh ts

rece ived from the steamsh i p l i nes

p ly i ng between the grea t ports of

the Un i ted States a nd the eastern

and western term i n i , t ransported

duri ng the fi rst year of i ts opera

t i on merchand i se to the va l ue of

between twen ty-five and th i rty mi l

l i on dol lars , and i n the second year

to the va l ue of th i rty-e igh t m i l l i on

do l l a rs . Th i s road , wh i ch i s near ly

one hundred and n i nety mi les i n

l ength , was constructed ch i efly wi th

Br i t i sh cap i ta l and con tro l l ed , in

part a t l east , by the Mexi can Gov

e rnm e n t, and was bu i l t for the spe

c ific pu rpose of hand l i ng fre igh t

between the A t lan t i c and Pac ific
oceans . The harbor of Sa l i na C ruz ,

ROCK BE LOW C HO N EBR IDGE . MEX ICAN NAT IONAL
RA I LWAY.

the Pac ific term i nus of th i s ra i lway , i s equ i pped wi th breakwaters i nc l os i ng a

harbor area of over one hundred and th i rty acres , of wh ich n i nety-s ix have

a depth of th i rty-th ree feet , and a drydock capab l e of accommodat i ng the

largest sh i p on the Pac ific Ocean . The wharves are fu rn i shed wi th e l ec tr i c

derr i cks and every modern appl i ance for the hand l i ng of the enormous traffic

of the Tehuan tepec l i ne .

Pri nc i pa l roads wh i ch are no t i nc l uded i n the Governmen t
’

s merger a re the

Mexi can , the p i oneer road in the repub l i c , extend i ng from Mexi co C i ty to Vera

C ruz ; the Vera C ruz a nd I sthmus , from C ordoba to San ta Lucrec ia , and i ts
branch l i ne from Vera C ruz to T ierra B lanca on i ts ma i n l i ne ; the Pan-Ameri can ,
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from Gamboa , Oaxaca , to the Guatema lan front i er ; and the Tehuantepec

N at iona l from the gu l f port of Puerto Mexi co to Sa l i na C ruz on the Pac ific . Oh

the west coast i s the grea t system of the Sou thern Pac ific of Mexi co wh ich con

ne cts N oga l es , Ar i zona , wi th Guada laj ara , J a l i sco . Short gaps “are now under

construct i on . The trade is constant l y i ncreasi ng and there a re improvements

i n the servi ce .

Th i s system opens up a magn ificen t coun try of b ound le s s and vari ed

resou rce s unsurpassab ly r i ch in mi nera l s and agr i cu l tu ra l possi b i l i t i es , capabl e

of susta i n i ng in prosper i ty severa l m i l l i on peop l e . I t i s a count rywi th a great
fu ture that borders on the presen t . Another great system .

in cou rse of

complet i on is the Kansas C i ty ,
Mexi co and Or i en t L i ne ,whose
rou te wi th i n Mexi co extends

s ix hundred and th i rty-five

mi les from Presid i o de l N orte

on the R io Grande.

-to the

port of l Topo lo b am po , i n

S i na loa .

A l togeth
'

er there are some

fifty ra i l roads i n operat ion

wi th i n the repub l i c and the

work of extension and con

struct i on i s in constan t prog

ress . The mere statemen t of

systems , rou tes and mi l eage

affords bu t a meagre and un

i nform i ng presen tment , of the

great t ransportati on fac i l i t i es

i n Mexi co .

.On December 1 2, 1 908,

Pres iden t D i az forma l ly opened

T EQW QUM C TUNNE L .

the n ew ra i l road from Guada

laj ara to Manzan i l l o .

The ra i l commun i cat ion estab l i shed between Guada l aj ara and Co l ima and

thence over the l i ne a l ready i n operat ion to Manzan i l l o g ives Mexi co a second
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of deep draugh t . The breakwater i s one of the largest of its ki n-d in the wor ld ,

su rpass i ng tho se of C herbou rg , France , and Plymou th ,
England . I t is fou r

hundred metres l ong , one hundred wide , and twen ty-fou r deep , constructed of

large stones and gran i te b l ocks weigh ing from fifty to s i xty tons each .

W i th i n the coast l i nes of two thousand ei gh t hundred mi l es on the Pacific

and on e t housand s i x hundred mi l es on the Gu lf of Mexi co and the Carr i bean

Sea , Mexi co has
'

no l ess than twenty-fou r ports on the Gu l f of
'

M e x ico and

th i rty-one on the Pacific Ocean . Most of the na tu ra l harbors o f Mexi co are

on the Pacific s ide , among them the sp l end id Bay of Acapu l co , considered one
of the most beau t i fu l of the world . W h i l e the A t l an t i c s ide offers bu t few
natura l po rts , . s om e of them , espec i a l l y Vera C ruz , and Tam p 1co , have been

i mproved and made access i b l e , so much s o ,
tha t these two ports are now the most

i mportan t commerc i a l cen tres .

Fo l l owi ng are the ports of en try open to forei gn trade , the other ports
hand l i ng coastwise trade on ly :

“ GULF POR TS : C ampeche , Coatzacoa l cos (Puerto Mexi co) , Chetuma l ,

Frontera , I s l a de l Carmen , I s l a de Mujeres , Progreso , Puerto Morelos , Tampi co ,

Tuxpan , and Vera C ruz .

PAC I FIC POR TS : Acapu lco , A l ta ta , Bah ia de la Mag del ena , Guaymas , La
Paz , Manzan i l l o , Mazat lan , Puerto Angel , Sa l i na C ruz , San B las , San ta R osa l ia ,

Todos lo s Santos , Tona la

and S an Ben i to .

Mexi co m ay be reached

from the sea by severa l

l i nes
,
e i ther from N ew York

or the Gu lf . ports of the

Un i ted States , or via San

Franc i sco , or by one of the
numerou s l i nes p ly i ng b e

tween Eu ropean and Mex i
can ports .

The N ew York a nd

C uba Ma i l Steamsh i p Co m

pany , W ard L i ne , mai n ta i ns a regu lar serv i ce b e twe e n . N ew York and
'

V e ra

C ruz and other Mexi can ports .

V I EW O N TH E I I N T E R O C EAN IC lRA I LW AY.
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The fleet of the W ard L i ne ha s an aggregate tonnage of near l y seventy-five
thousand . Th i s embraces as staunch , fast a nd comfortab l e sh i ps as a re opera ted

from any port in the world .

They are fu l l-powered , of

the most modern co n s truc

t i on
,
bu i l t express ly for th i s

servi ce
,
and offer a l l the

l uxu ry of t ravel combi ned

wi th the greatest degree of

safety .

The sh i ps of th i s com

pany are a l l bu i l t u nder

con trac t wi th the Un i ted

States Governmen t and are

requ i red to U l’ldGl’g O a I
’ i g i d DRY DOCK

.
SAL INA C Ruz ,

exami na t i on by nava l offi

cers before bei ng p laced in the servi ce . They are except i ona l ly seaworthy ves

se l s , a nd as , in the even t of wa r, powerfu l ba tter i es wou ld be i nsta l l ed on them

they are necessari l y strongl y bu i l t . The serv i ce of the company i s we l l known .

Passengers who go by the W ard L i ne for the fi rst t i me do not fa i l to remark the
unusua l i n terest taken i n thei r comfort and enjoymen t of the voyage by the

officers of the sh i p , a nd the except i ona l a t ten t ion of the stewards and at tendan ts .

I t i s th i s hosp i tab l e so l i c i t ude for the wel fa re of i ts pat rons and the Sp l end id

cu i s i ne a nd comfortab l e quarters that make the genera l passenger-serv i ce of

the company equa l in a l l respects to tha t of a h igh-c l ass hote l .

The i t i nerary of the W ard L i ne i s very comp lete , coveri ng , wi th ra i l road

connect ions , pract i ca l l y a l l po i nts in Mexi co

The largest and fastest steamers are operated i n the express serv i ce between

N ew York and Vera C ruz ; steamers ca l l a t Havana , C uba , and Progreso , Mexico .

A t Vera C ruz , the term i na l of th i s rou te , ra i l connect ions a re made wi th the
Mexi can R a i lway and the I n terocean i c R a i lway , connect i ng wi th the Mex ican

Sou thern R a i lway for a l l i n ter ior po i n ts . D i rec t steamers p ly between N ew York
a nd Tampi co , Mexi co .

There i s a fast freigh t l i ne runn i ng from London d i rec t to Havana , Puerto
Mexi co , Vera C ruz and Tamp i co , wi th sa i l i ngs every fou r weeks . Th i s be longs
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to the R oya l Ma i l S team Packet Company and is one of the o ldest steamsh i p

l i nes touch ing Mexi can ports . I t dates back to 1 840 , and was one t i me a pass

enger servi ce between England and Mexi co .

The Mexi can-Ameri can Steamsh i p Company , the W olv i n L i ne , the Com
pan i a Transat l an t i ca and the Compan ia Mexi cana de N ave g ac ion , the Ameri can
Hawa i ian Steamsh i p Company have estab l i shed regu lar steamers to Mexi co .

The
_
Munson Steamsh i p L i ne to C uba and Mexi co has con tr acted wi th the

Mexi can Governmen t for a serv i ce of a t l east two round tr ips per m on th between

ports of the Un i ted Sta tes o n the A t l an t i c C oast or the Gu lf of Mexi co and one
or more Mexi can Gu lf ports . .The term of the con tract is for three years from

January , 1 909 .

On the Pacific S i de , the Pac ific M a il Steamsh i p C ompany p rov ides . the

means of commun i ca t ion , i ts steamers sa i l regu lar l y every te n days from San

T ELEG RAPH OFF ICE I N T H E FEDE RAL D I STR ICT .

Franc i sco , ca l l i ng a t Mazat lan , Sa n Blas , Manzan i l l o , Acapu l co , and Sa l i na
C ruz , maki ng the run from San Franc i sco to Sa l i na C ruz in e leven days , wh i le
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I n the mon th of N ovember, 1 908, Congress passed a law estab l i sh i ng a

system of rece i pts for posta l money orders both
"

a t home and abroad , the former

be i ng i naugurated February 1 , 1 909 , and the l a tter , embrac i ng Canada , Germany ,

France , Great Br i ta i n and Sa lvador , on March . 1 , 1 909 . Through the German

servi ce a system of posta l money orders was a l so estab l i shed between Mexi co

and Turkey , and the parcel s-post ra tes wi th Germany are mod ified .

The federa l te l egraph l i nes in the repub l i c have an extensi on of forty thous

and s ix hundred and forty m i l es and new offices are be i ng opened in accordance

wi th the needs of the servi ce . Governmen t adherence to the -I n ternat i ona l

W i re l ess Convent i on , s igned a t Ber l i n , Germany , N ovember 3 0, 1 906 , has

been announced . W i re l ess te legraph stat i ons have been i nsta l l ed i n Lower

C a l i forn ia, p lac i ng that d i str i c t in comm un i cat ion wi th the rest of the repub l i c .

Senor Cam i lo Gonza l ez i s the d i rector of the Federa l Te legraph of Mex i co
and under h is Splend id superv i s i on the system has b een much improved . I n

J une , 1 900, there were two m i l l i on e igh t hundred and . th irty
-th ree thousand

two hundred and n i nety-s ix messages transm i t ted and i n the same mon th of

1 91 0; fou r mi l l i on fou r hundred and s ixty-s ix thousand eigh t hundred and s ixty

s ix messages were sent .

TOMAS O PO CANON .
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s im i l ar to those of the northern Un i ted States . Below the footh il l s , corn ,

cot ton
,
sugar -and

'

to b acco are the pr i nc i pa l crops and in the very deep val l eys

and toward the coast the vegetat ion is pure ly trop i ca l .

More than o n e-th i rd of the popu la t ion , est imated at abou t one mi l l i on ,

are pu re b looded I nd i ans , most l y be longi ng to tr i bes of the Zapotec nat i on .

The se peop l e are great fighters and del i gh t in war ; notwithstandi ng , dur i ng the

admi n i stra t ion of Pres iden t D i az , they rea l i zed the benefi t of peace and order

and the charm of i ndustry .

Great herds of catt l e are the m am support i n the centra l parts of the Sta te .

I t has l ong b een the custom to dr ive the exportab l e su rp l us of these cat t l e to

Mexi co a nd Pueb la, the tr i p consum i ng three mon ths , bu t s i nce the ra i lways are

fini shed the profits of the ranchmen have i ncreased by the easi er t ransportat i on .

Two ma i n l i nes now serve parts of the State . One , the M e x 1can Sou thern ,

runs from
"

Pueb l a to Oaxaca , and the other , the Tehuan tepec , crosses the foot of

the State .

The hospi ta l ity OfOaxacan s is wel l known . I t i s suffic i en t to knock at any

do .or . in tha t charm i ng State to have i t opened wi th offers of she l ter , food , and

fr iend l i ness , wi thou t money and wi thou t pr i ce . Un t i l wi th i n a few years , i nns

an d ho te ls were unknown , the hosp i tal i ty among the pr ivate houses do i ng away

wi th the need of such accommod ations ; Tfi

hetrie nd sh ip and affect i on of the
Oaxacan s for One another are fprOVerb ia l.

“ Soc i a
’

l reun ions are constant l y held ,

and there is much g a ie ty a nd l igh t-heartedness in consequence .

From its geograph i ca l pos i t i on , geo logi ca l format ion , fue l and water , means
of commun i cat ion and c l i mate , the State of Oaxaca is a ver i tab l e paradi se for the

prospector and cap i ta l i st Seek ing i nvestment i n m i n i ng propert i es . Two .vast

mounta i n ranges-t raverse the State from north to sou th , whose peaks i n many

cases r i se to an a l t i tude of from te n to twelve thousand feet .

These moun ta i n ranges , wh i ch are the cu lm i nat i on
'

s of the R ocky Mounta i ns
of the Un i ted States and the S ierra Madre of Southern Mexi co , are h igh ly

m i nera l i zed throughou t the i r l ength and breadth .

The pr i nc i pa l meta l s .found in these h i l l s are gold , S i l ver , copper , l ead , and

i ron
, e i ther free or in var i ous com b inations

'

and wi th one another . The vei ns

carryi ng free go ld are those most extens ivel y worked and a l though compara t ive ly

few mines have been opened up , those wh i ch have been are produc i ng l arge quan

t i t i es of exceedi ngly r i ch m i nera l .
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The whole State i s pract i ca l ly an unexp lored fie ld , on ly a few d i st r i c ts have

been superfic i a l l y prospected .

Oaxaca i s a mari t ime Sta te a nd extends farther sou th than any other i n

Mexi co
.
The grea t cha i n of the Mex ican Andes crosses the State giv i ng i t some

of the most magn ificen t scenery i n

the en t i re repub l i c . C ha i ns and

r idges make a su rpr i s i ng ly p ictur

esque and beau t i fu l var i e ty to the

coun try . The most remarkabl e sum

mi t i s that of Ze m poa lte pe c , i n the

d i str i c t of V i l l a ta , wh i ch r i ses to an

e l evat i on of e leven thousand five

hundred and forty-two feet , and from

the top of wh i ch may be had mag

n ifice n t vi ews of the count ry , wi th

gl impses of both the At lan t i c and
the Pac ific Oceans . The c l imate of

Oaxaca i s i n genera l very sa l ubr i ous ,

for
,
a l though i t i s nearer the equa tor

than other states , i ts h i gh moun ta i n

ous a l t i tudes gi ve i t hea l thfu l breezes .

Besides i ts vast m i n i ng resou rces the

agr i cu l tu ra l poss i b i l i t i es of Oaxaca

are pract i ca l l y l i m i t l ess . A l l the
products of the temperate zone are

ra i sed in grea t abundance , wh i le the

more profi tab l e ones of the torr i d STATU E OF BE Nn o JUAR EZ .
zone abound . The cacao ra i sed here

i s the best in the wor ld , wh i le the annua l y ie ld of coch i nea l i s abou t five hun

dred thousand pounds . .The cu l t i va t i on of fru i t i s one of the most profi tab l e

en terpr i ses . There are var i ous fibrous plan ts such a s maguey , ram ie , and the

s i sa l hemp . These p lan ts
‘

requ i re no care , some of them bei ng used as hedges

to d iv ide fie lds or estates . The governmen t encou rages fore ign enterpr i se and

favors co lon i sts in every way , i nc l ud i ng exempt i on from taxat ion for a per iod

of ten years ; freedom from import du t i es on a l l goods , mach i nery , bu i ld i ng
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mater ia l or cat t l e comi ng i n to the cou n try for the i r us e , a nd exempt ion from

mi l i tary serv i ce .

W aterpowers are coun t l ess . The many in use dr iv i ng lar
'

ge factor i es or

produc i ng e l ectr i c l i gh t and power for the c i t i es and m i nes .

Before the Span i sh ru l e , Oaxaca was the sou rce of m uch
'

m ine ra l wea l th ,

the nat ive records i ndi cat i ng th i s regi on as the pr1nc ipal sou rce of the prec i ous
meta ls .

Many of these o ld Work i ngs have been reopened in the las t few years , a

smel ter ha s been erected i n Oaxaca C i ty a nd many reduct i on works have been

STATUE O F GEN ERAL ANTON IO DE LEON .

bu i lt in the m i n i ng country .

'

The ores

con ta i n go ld and si lver , copper and si lver ,
and copper .

A l though Oaxaca is practica llv an
agri cu l tu ra l sta te , there are a grea t many

manufactu res .

The State and espec ia l l y the Va l l ey

of Oaxaca and its t r i bu tar i es are r i ch in

subj ects for research a nd have neve r had

the atten t i on the ir i mportance demands .

The c i ty i s two h und re d and eighty

eigh t m i l es sou th of the cap i ta l of the

repub l i c and a mi l e above s ea l eve l.
"

I t

was founded i n 1 486 , under the name of
H uaxyacac and fe l l under the Span i sh

ru le in 1 528. I t has a rap id ly i ncreasi ng

popu lat i on of forty thousand . The streets

are regu lar ly l aid ou t , Wi de and spac ious ,
and the houses are handsome and sub

s tan tia l . The pr i nc i pa l bu i ld i ngs are the

C athedra l , the
“

Santuar i o de la '

So ledad ,

and , Other chu rches and conven ts . gor

g e ous ly decorated .

There are a l so the Cabi ldo , or c i ty ha l l , the Epi scopa l Pa lace , the govern
men t bu i ld ings , and severa l handsome p lazas , embe l l i shed wi th flowers , trees ,

and foun ta i ns .
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As a lways i n ‘Mexi co , the chu rches presen t many poi n ts of i n te rest . The

Cathedra l , begun i n 1 5 5 3 , and completed two cen tu r i es l ater , was one of the
grandest erected by the Span iards and ranked wi th those of Mexico C i ty and

Pueb la . Bu t i t has suffered so many bombardments and been loo ted s o fre e

quen t l y that. l i t t l e of i ts former glory rema i ns . On ly the facade , beau t i fu l l y

decora ted wi th scu l ptu res by unrecorded art i sts , at tests the ori gi na l sp l endor .

A ll the Va l uab l e pa i n t i ngs , sta tuary and ornaments tha t once made gorgeous the

in ter ior have d i sappeared .

The chu rch of San to Dom in go , wi th monastery a ttached, te l l s a s im i la r

ta l e . Bu i l t a t a cost of th i rteen mi l l i on do l l ars on a most mass ive sca le , the

strength Of its wa l l s made

of i t a fortress whose stra

te g ic i mportance is wel l

a t tested by the scars made

by shot a nd she l l . The

i n ter i or , however , ha s not
been a l together d espoi led.

“

A n au thor i ty on ecc lesi as

tica l art, wri t i ng of th i s

chu rch , says , The i n te

r ior is one of the most

Sp lend id in Mexi co , the

most superb exampl e of

baroque decora t ion in the
coun try . The Wa l l s and

.

the grea t barrel-arched

ce i l i ng are covered i n every

part wi th heavi ly-gi lded

ornaments and po l ych rome

_scu l ptu re in h igh re l i ef .

The effect is one of i nde

scr i bab le sp lendor . The

scheme of decorat i on i n the

domed vau l t i ng of the organ-loft cei l i ng may be compared to -
an enormous

t ree , extend i ng in a l l d i rect i ons i ts branches and its
“

i nnumerab l e l eaves of go ld
,

STA IRWAY IN T H E INSTI TUT E OF ARTS AND SC I ENC E .
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between wh i ch appear the busts of sa i nts d imi n i sh i ng in Size as the ' h e ig h t

i nc reases unt i l a t the apex on ly the faces a re shown .

STATUE O F B EN I TO JUAREZ , O N T H E MOUNTA I N OV E RLOOK ING H I S NAT IV E C I TY.

Severa l t i mes when chu rches were be i ng looted i t was proposed by part i es

in possessi on to scrape the wonderfu l decorat ions from th i s ce i l i ng to recover

the go ld used there i n , bu t somehow the work was never at tempted , the p i l lagers

con ten t i ng themselves wi th the p i ct u res , sta tuary , a l tar ornaments , wh i ch cou ld

be more read i l y sei zed . The monastery i tse l f was reduced to bare wa l ls and i s

now used a s a barracks .

O ther bu i ld i ngs worthy of i nspect i on are the Sta te H ouse , Federa l Bu i ld i ng ,
and the Pub l i c L i brary conta i n i ng fou rteen thousand vol umes , i n wh ich are
found many o ld manuscri pts re l at i ng to the per i od of the C onquest .

_These bu i ld i ngs and the res idences of Oaxaca impress one as be i ng more d i s

tinctive lyof Moor i sh des ign than those i n other c i t i es . I twould seem as i f the note
struck by the ear ly bui lders had been held by a l l the i r successors . H av i ng th i s im ~

press ion , the modern i ty of the tro l l ey cars and e lec tr i c l i gh ts br i ngs a cu ri ous fee l i ng

of anachron i sm wh i ch may easi ly be enhanced by a vi s i t to the ru i ns of Mi t l a .
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N o t far from the C i ty i s the b ig tree of Tu l e . I t i s one hundred and fifty
fou r and a ha l f feet around , S ix feet from

‘

the ground . I t takes forty m e n to

reach around i t . I t i s of the cypress fam i ly and must have been there long

before Co l umb
’

us touched the western shores . On the tree i s a tab l et p laced there

by H umboldt .
Through three cen tu r i es of its h i story Oaxaca has grown

.

as an i n teri or

town
,
i n the fu l l sense of the term . I t l i es i n o n e of the most beau t i fu l a nd

fert i l e va l leys of Mexi co , or ra ther at the meet i ng po i n t of three va l leys . I t

i s shu t off from the ocean o n the sou th by a so l i d range of moun ta i ns ; i t is

separated from the c i t i es Of Cen t ra l Mexi co on the north by a range of rough

and broken coun try .

N ext in i mportance to the capita l among the Ci t i es of the State i s T e huan te

pec
, W i th i ts twelve thousand i nhab i tants . I t i s .i n l and abou t twen ty m il es from

the Pac ifiC '

Oce an and is most noteworthy soc i o l ogi ca l l y . H ere was the home ,
the

“ Ch ief fastne ss , of the Zapotec peop l e
a nd here l i ve to-day the pu rest-b looded
descendan ts of that race . The women

Show a st rong and nob le peop le and they

are d i st i ngu i shed for beau ty of face and

symmetry of form . Tehuantepec wa s

the base of
'

s upp lie s ,
for Genera l D i az

when he was opposi ng the French i nva
si on and h i s fort is St i l l on e of the S i gh ts

of the town . There are some sp l end id

hot s pirn
‘

g s Of efficacy for the cu re of

rheum at i sm ,

“

and a l so
“

many i n terest i ng

S igh ts of l oca l co lor .

The I sthmus i s that narrow neck of

land in trop i ca l M ex i co wh i ch l i es b e

twee n para l l e l s e i gh teen degrees and S ix

teen degrees N . , d iv id i ng the A t lant i c
and Pac ific

'

wa te rs . The Shortest t rans
con t i nenta l ra i l road

"

on th i s hemisphere

is bu i l t there and its tra i ns run across in abou t s ix hours . I t is not on ly a

magn ificen t and beau t i fu l cou ntry , bu t ha s a l so th e most del i ghtfu l t rop i ca l

SENOR L I C . EMI L IO P I MENTE L . GOVE RNO R
O F OAXACA .
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nat i ona l i mportance . I t was carr i ed ou t by the Mexi can governmen t a t i ts

own cost by the advi ce of Pres ident D i az , who recogn ized its strateg i c va l ue .

The I sthmus of Tehuantepec ca n boast of advan tages unequa l l ed in the

commerc ia l worl d . I t i s connected by the Tehuantepec R a i l road wi th the

At lan t i c and Pac ific Ocean steamsh i p faci l i t i es , maki ng connect ion wi th every
large market i n the wor ld . The Mexi can governmen t has expended over eigh ty

mi l l i ons upon the constru ct ion and equ i pmen t of the At lan t i c port , Coatzacoa l cos ,
now Puerto Mexi co , and the Pac ific port of Sa l i na C ruz . Steamers , drawi ng over

th i rty feet“ of water , en ter both ports and d ischarge the i r tremendous cargoes i n

a n incre d ib ly short t ime by means of great m odern e l ectr i c cranes and the best

docki ng fac i li t i es , whi ch the governmen t has i nsta l led .

Travel th roughou t the state i s remarkab ly free from danger , the Offic ia l s

are un i form l y k i nd a nd considera te in the i r treatment of strangers , glad ly

CORR IDOR OF T H E INST I TUTE OF ARTS AN D SC I ENC E ,

wel com i ng the i nvestor , who they know ,
i n seeki ng to bet ter h is own cond i t i on ,

cannot fa i l to i mprove those w i th whom he is th rown i n con tact .
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The Sta te of Oaxaca is notabl e for hav i ng been the st rongho ld of the Mix

tecas
,
a race of I nd ians who emigrated many centu ri es ago from the north , and

di splac i ng the Cho cho ne s , occup i ed the state , together wi th Pueb la and

Guerrero . They were a n i n te l l i gen t
_

and progress i ve race and were governed

by i ndependen t ch i efs . The Aztecs afterward subdued some of the M ixte ca s
bu t those of Oaxaca rema i ned i ndependent , and many of them st i l l a re found i n

parts of the State . R ema i ns of thei r former c i t i es , temples and fortresses Show

that the v had considerab l e i n tel l i gence . They bel i eved i n a heaven ca l l ed Soso la
,

and had sacred caves in the moun ta i ns . Probab ly they had someth i ng to do

wi th the ori g i na l Mi t l a . They had a d i st i nc t l anguage wi th severa l d ia l ects .

A Mixtecan grammar was publ i shed in 1 593 a nd there are st i l l ex i st i ng rel i g i ous
treat i ses pri n ted in Mixtecan in the s ixteen th a nd seven teenth centu ri es . The

Mixtecans of to-day are wel l-bred and qu i et c i t i zens .

After the Conquest , Oaxaca , o n the arr iva l of the fi rst V i ceroy , was el evated

to the ca tegory of an i n tendency wh i ch character i t reta i ned u n t i l 1 821 .

On the 3 lst of January , 1 824 , i t wa s ra i sed to the rank of a federa l en t i ty ,

and si nce then i t ha s formed an i n tegra l part of the Mexi can Confedera t ion .

I t now forms one of the twen ty-Seven states that compose the Mex i can
R epub l i c ; free and sovere i gn i n s o far as refers to its i n ter i or managemen t , bu t i n

un ion wi th the other parts of the repub l i c i n accordance wi th the Pol i t i ca l Con

s titution of the repub l i c of the s th of February , 185 7 , together wi th a l l the

add i t ions and amendmen ts thereto .

The governor of Oaxaca , who may be considered the advance agen t of

i ts pfo s pe rity,ha s done much to attrac t to i t the a tten t i on of fore ign i nvestors .

Senor Don Emi l i o Pimen te l i s a nat i ve of Oaxaca and was educated in i ts pub l i c

schoo l s , i ts state i nst i tu te and i ts co l l ege of l aw . Sen t to Congress for severa l

terms he became a leader , and for a number of years afterward pract i sed law i n

Mexi co C i ty , of wh i ch he was fina l ly e l ected Mayor . H i s broad i n te l l igence and
grasp of the prob l ems confron t i ng the na t ion ear l y a t tracted the not i ce of Pres i

den t D i az , whose confidence he has s i nce enjoyed . H e has been sen t to Eu rope on
governmen t m i ss ions and represented Mex i co in the La t i n-Ameri can Congress
a t Montevideo . A t one t ime he was offered a portfo l i o by Presiden t D i az , bu t
a t tha t t ime h i s hea l th had been broken by overwork and he wa s ob l i ged to

dec l i ne . I n h is l aw pract i ce he represen ted severa l of the most importan t

financ ia l i n terests in the repub l i c . Thus , was he fi t ted pecu l i a r ly to be of
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serv i ce to h i s nat ive Sta te when e l ected as its governor i n N ow servi ng
“

h is th i rd term in that office he bends every effort to the promot i on of the S ta te
’

s

wel fare . Pract i ca l l y , a l l the foreign cap i ta l now employed in Oaxaca wa s

i nvested there at h i s so l i c i ta t i on .

H e has endeavored to gi ve impu l se to everyth i ng that means progress and
prosper i ty bygrant i ng advan tageous concess ions to men of enterpr i se . To h im

i s a l so due the developmen t of ra i lways in the State , the i ncreas i ng,
network of

tramways in the c i ty , and the ra i lway company to San Fe l i pe . The cap i ta l c i ty

i s a l so i ndebted to h im for many improvements . A l l b ranches of pub l i c adm in iS
tra tion rece i ve h is Spec ia l a t ten t ion . H e has organ ized new schools and char i t i es
and ha s appo i n ted a commiss ion to study the law s ' of pr imary and norma l in

struct ion . The pub l i c treasu ry has , under h is abl e and correc t admi n i st rat ion,

pa id a l l the expenses and the State is ou t of debt . Governor P imente l has

organ ized the ru ra l po l i ce force and has attended to a l l san i tary affa i rs in the

cap ita l . H e has a c lean po l i t i ca l career wh i ch promi ses h im a br i l l i an t fu tu re .

Oaxaca Wi l l p l ace h is name on the go lden page of its grea t benefactors .

T H E PORF I R IO D IAZ H I GH SCHOOL .
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H E State of Vera C ruz is on e of the importan t sta tes of the repub l i c . The

c l imate has a range of temperatu re tha t r i ses from coo l and brac i ng to

hot and st ifl i ng . I t i s pre-emi nen t ly agr i cu l tu ra l and wi th the exce ption
'

of r i ch

fie lds of m i nera l o i l
,
and cat t le-ra i s i ng , wh i ch i s a l u cra t ive sou rce of revenue ,

the ch i ef products of th i s fert i l e S tate are coffee , bananas , sugar , van i l l a and

cotton . I n the northwest i s the H uasteca reg ion , the finest cat t l e l ands on the

cont i nen t , and in the sou thwest , the Sotave nte d i str i c t is r i ch I n agri cu l tu ra l

so i l and watered by the m igh ty Paploapam .

The sou thern part of the Sta te i s open to co lon i zat ion and there are many

fore ign enterpr i ses engaged i n the pr i nc i pa l i ndustry of sugar mak i ng .

The Sta te i s very l i bera l and progress i ve and under the admi n i st ra t i on of

the presen t Governor , Senor Don Teodora Dehesa , port-works , water-works

and sewers , dra i nage , pub l i c bu i ld i ngs and many other advanced ideas of reform

have been i naugu rated .
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The Federa l Quarant i ne Stat ion at Vera C ruz has been dec lared by hea l th
experts as the most complete and thorough i n exi stence . I t can be now recorded

that the en t i re absence of yel l ow fever i s assu red . Vera C ruz now enjoys the

d i st i nct ion of be i ng the c l eanest c i ty i n the repub l i c .

The C i ty of Vera C ruz was founded in 1 5 1 9 , by H ernando C o rtes . I t was at

one t ime the cap i ta l of the State
,
bu t J a lapa is now the seat of the governmen t .

POST OFF IC E . V E RA C RU Z .

I t was bu i l t in a semi—c i rc l e fron t i ng the sea , and wa s formerly enc losed by a

wa l l S i x feet h igh and th ree feet th i ck and defended by two redoubts on shore

and by the Cast l e of San J uan de U l ua wh i ch stands o n an i sl and . The streets

are regu lar and wide and form many squares , and l i t t l e pl azas or parks , beau t i fu l

i n r i ch tropi ca l flowers and trees wh i ch make the c i ty very at trac t ive . The houses

are strongly bu i l t of cora l l i mestone in the o ld Span i sh Sty le . I t i s an idea l spot

for the traveler who enjoys a warm cl imate a nd beau t i fu l s un . O ld chu rches ,

publ i c bu i ld i ngs bear i ng the marks of c entu ri es , ol d conve n ts tha t have s tood

the test of t ime , and beau t i fu l modern bu i ld i ngs are found s ide by side i n sub l ime
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mi les , is four thousand five hundred feet h igher than J a lapa . The whole hor i

zon
,
except in the d i rect ion of Vera C ruz , is bounded

_

by mounta i ns— among

them Or i zaba , di stant from Ja lapa about twen ty-five mi les , though owi ng to

the c learness of the a tmosphere and

the sun sh i n i ng upon the snow wi th

wh i ch i t is cove re d
_
it appe ars to

be much nearer . A l l “

the trop i ca l

fru i ts grow i n the d i str i c t , and are

cu l t i vated wi th great care and sk i l l .

I t is no t an exaggerat ion to s ay that

i t is i mposs i b l e for -one who ha s not
been on the tab l e l and of Mexi co to

concei ve of a c l imate So e lys i an .

Ja lapa is i ndeed a rare o ld

p lace . I t seems to be bu i l t on edge ,

wi th streets l i ke sta i rs clim b ing t he

h i l l s , wh i l e terraced houses c l i ng to

the h i l l s i des .

Or i zaba l i es abou t m idway b e

tween the two extremes of the coas t

and the p la teau . I t is one of the

busi est manufactu r i ng towns of

Mexi co . I t is on the l i ne of the
“

o ldest ra i lway in the coun try , wi th i n

easy access of the in te rio r c i t i es .

The town of Coatzacoa l cos is a t the mou th of the r iver of the same name ,
and is one of the few p l aces tha t look l i ke anAmeri can town . I t is g rowm g
rap id ly and has the second finest port-works on the con t i nen t .

On the Mexi can R a i l road , Cordoba , nest l i ng u nder the shadow of the snow

capped peak of Or i zaba is a trop i ca l refuge for many travel ers seeki ng s un

Sh i ne .

‘ Fru i ts , flowers , p a lms and ferns grow: in abundance . I n th is t rop i ca l

part of Mexi co one finds many beau t i fu l pi ctu res tha t wou ld look a lmost unrea l

if pa i n ted on canvas .

The red-brown co lor i ng of the I nd ians i n the i r costumes and
'

the ha lf-nake d

ch i ldren baski ng in the s un or enj oyi ng the shade of the verdan t pa lms , and the

NORMAL SC HOOL FO R PROFESSORS . JALAPA .
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perfume of the flowers tha t per

m e ate s the atmosphere a lmost

transport one wi th enthusiasm
a nd enj oyment .

I n
“

Cordoba grows the finest

coffee in the world . The l ove

l i est scene o n N a tu re
’

s canvas i s

a coffee p lan tat ion . The leaves

of the p lan t a re a very dark green ,

the flowers wh i te and fre igh ted

wi th a r i ch aromat i c i ncense , and
P ICTURESQUE SCEN E N EAR SALAZAR .

the berr i es are deep red . Th i s bean i s cu l t i vated wi th grea t care . The Shru b i s
gracefu l and droop i ng and the flower i s a s sweet as the orang e b lossom .

The State of Vera C ruz i s rap id ly ga i n i ng fame for the var i ety , beau ty and

sub l im i ty of its scen i c at trac t ions .

The Cast l e of San J uan de U l ua , wh i ch was the last footho ld of the Span ia rds

in Mexi co , wa s surrendered by them to the pat r i ots in 1825 . I n 183 8, Vera

T H E HAR BOR , VE RA C RUZ .
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C ruz was bombarded and taken by the French and aga i n i n 1 847 by the Am er
ica n s , u nder Genera l Scott . I t wa s su rrendered to the a l l ied Br i t is h , Frenchand
Span i sh squadron in D ecember , 1 86 1 , and was restored to Mexi co i n 1867

The experi ence of three Mex i can R evo l u t ions makes i t easier to conce ive .

the exten t to wh i ch th i s u nfortunate c i ty must have suffered in the struggl e made

by the Span i ards to preserve the Cast l e , thei r last bu lwark on th i s con t i nen t .

San Juan de U l ua rema i ns a last i ng memor i a l of the great works wh i ch , a lmost
i mmediate l y after thei r arr iva l

'

on these shores , were undertaken by the Span i sh

conquerors .

O LD FORT OF SANT IAGO.
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are r i ch i n m i nera l s -and the mi nera l developmen t of the State is i n i ts i nfancy .

-I t ha s an area of twen ty-eight thousand s ix hundred and fifty-n i ne square m i l es

and a -popu lat ion considerab ly above two hundred thousand .

The coast is l ow and sandy and there are severa l lagoons a long the Shore ,
the l argest of wh i ch , Laguna Madre , i s over one hundred mi les l ong and i n some
parts over twen ty mi l es wide . The pri nc i pa l r ivers of th is

'

S tate are the Fer
nando , Borbon,Santander and Tampi co . I n the northern part the flat coast

lands extend i nward for many mi les

a nd then r i se to el eva ted p la ins ; i n the

sou th the coun try is d ivers ified by many

mounta i ns and va l l eys and the scenery
i s very p i ctu resque . Th ere are r i ch

s i lver a nd copper m i nes wh i ch promi se

great and u ndi scovered wea l th . valua

bl e t imber abounds on the moun ta i ns ;

the so i l is fert i l e , a nd a l l the fru i ts ,

gra i ns and vegetabl es of the tempera te

and torr id zones are eas i ly ra i sed . Th is

is a lso a n excel l en t S tate for stock

ra i s i ng of a l l k i nds .

Tam au l i pas wa s or ig i na l ly named

Santa Anna de Tama u l i pas .

“

In area,

r i chness of so i l -a nd . varie ty of c l i mate ,

the State is one of the most i mportan t

SENOR DON JUAN 13 . CAST I L LO ,
GOVE RNOR in Mexi co . I tS l oca t ion IS natu ra l l y

O F TAM AUL'PAS ‘

excel le nt . I n the l ong stretches o f

flat l ands of the Tierra Ca l i en te ; there are r ivers wi th many branches wh i ch

reach
’

out i n every d i rect ion .

Senor Don J uan de Cast i l l o has been the d ist i ngu i shed g overnor for the
-past

ten years . H e has devoted h is energi es to the developmen t of a ll e n te r-pri ses
in h i s S tate . H e en cou rages co lon i zat ion and gives financ i a l a id and concess ions
wh i ch prom ise to develop the resou rces of Tamau l i pas . D u ri ng h is admi n i st ra

t ion many n ew schoo l s have been opened i n the coun try d i str i cts and he ha s

given Spec ia l a t ten t ion to the extensi on of educat ion throughou t the State . I n

the larger c i ties n ew schoo l bu i ld i ngs have been erected ,
embodyi ng a l l modern
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i deas . Governor Cast i l l o has caused improvemen t i n san i tary cond i t i ons a nd

the State i s now free from epidemi cs wh i ch threatened i t i n the past .

The genera l i n terest

shown on the part of for

e ig n cap i ta l i sts and the ad

van tagesoffered to i nvestors

have resu l ted in the form ing

of severa l good co lon ies .

There are many fert i l e

va l l eys wel l watered and

free from the ma la r ia l d i s

eases wh i ch affl i c t the hot

lands . These lands are

St i l l very cheap and S u i t ‘ AV EN IDA PR I ETO , SHOW ING GOV ERNOR 'S PALAC E . V IC TOR IA .

ab l e for co lon i za t io n .

C i udad Vi ctor ia , the cap i ta l c i ty , is s i tua ted i n a beau t i fu l and hea l thfu l

l oca l i ty . I t i s wel l bu i lt and has spl end id pa laces and pub l i c bu i ld i ngs , hosp i ta l s

a nd
'

g ood schoo l s . There i s a norma l tra i n i ng schoo l for teachers , a pr imary

norma l schoo l , the state i nst i tu te a nd a law schoo l ; another schoo l wh i ch does

exce l l en t work i s the J uan

J osé de la Gaza I nst i tu te .

The state l egi s l atu re has

made extension of a l l pub

l i c roads . The c i ty ha s

many beau t i fu l parks and

monuments .

N o sec t i ons of the re

pub l i c are rece iv i ng grea ter

evidence of the i nflux of

cap i ta l and the stream of

imm igra t i on than the Gu l f

ports . W i th the natura l

advan tages of locat ion , harbor and transporta t i on fac i l i t i es , the port and c i ty of

Tampi co are of the greatest commerc ia l importance .

Tampi co i s bu i l t u pon a rocky b l uff forty feet h igh , surrounded by lagoons

PLAZA JUAREZ . V ICTOR IA .
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of sa l t water . The arch i tecture of Tampi co is more Ameri can than most Mexi can
towns d is play , owi ng , doubt l ess , to its ready commun i cat i on wi th other northern

ports . The houses are bu i l t both of wood and stone , wi th S l op i ng roofs and ou ter
verandas . Col or preva i l s e verywhere , the houses bei ng pa i n ted i n b l ues and

yel lows , each street l ook i ng fresh , br igh t and c lean and espec i a l l y so the br i l l i an t

facades c l uster i ng abou t the p laza . The lat ter i s a dense ly shaded park paved wi th

gran i te and prov i ded wi th seats . N o flowers . grow in th i s p laza bu t the house

ho lders around it seem to vie wi th one another in W i ndow and veranda garden i ng .

A l l the houses have ba l con ies on the street-fron t wi th rows of b lossom ing orch ids

PLAZA DE ARMAS . TAMPICO .

and amaryl l i s a l ong the wa l l s . J ust ou t of Tampi co may be found thousands

of orch ids growi ng wi ld , hangi ng th i ck on the seaward side of the rocks , where

the trop i ca l sun and perpetua l moi sture give them a most l uxu r i ous growth .

Then there is a wonderfu l o ld chu rch wi th anc ien t Wood-carv i ng and fres

coes by Span i sh art i sts . I t i s a strange m ixtu re of o ld
'

and new tha t is met at

every tu rn in Tampi co ; th e j et t i es bu i l t ou t from the mou th of the Panuco

seven thousand feet i n to the Gu lf are , perhaps , the most i n terest i ng of a l l .

These j et t i es have grea t banks of stone wi th easy s lopes and rounded tops l i ke

those a t the mou th of the Maas in Ho l land . The sand-bar wh i ch once obstructed

th i s harbor has ent i re ly d i sappeared and now the i n land harbor of Tampi co i s

one of the most important on the Ameri can cont i nent .
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the Mexi can C en tra l connects Tampi co wi th a l l Texas po i n ts via Monterey .

The Mex ican C en tra l makes a di rect connect ion wi th the N at i ona l cap i ta l .

R unn i ng di rec t between Tampi co

and Vera C ruz , P rog reso and

P ue rto M ex i co are two steamers

do i ng a coastwise trade .

The good c l imate , the s e a

bath i ng , the excel l en t tarpon fis h

in g and hun t i ng make Tampi co

the most a ttract ive wi n ter and
“

summer resort o n the Gu l f Coast .

A S one wa l ks through t h e office
and lobby of the Sou thern Hote l
a nd sees the spec imens of l arge

TA R PO N C AUGH T

C

B

R

Y

UsEi gfifLfisf
O F T H E BR’T'S” fish wh i ch are hangi ng on the wa l l s

a t vari ous po i n ts i t i s easy to

rea l i ze the importance of the i ndustry wh i ch the propri etor of the hote l , Mr . A .

N . Po i ndexter , has bu i l t u p in th i s l i ne .

On ly a few years ago the tarpon banks near Tampi co were known by very
few peop le , bu t Mr . Poi ndexter recogn ized that th i s was a S portsman

’

s parad i se

and began in a sma l l way to make known to those of h is guests who Were i n ter

e s te d in such Sports the poss i b i l i t i es of rea l act ive s po rt,
'

w ith
"

a l i t t le touch of

adventure in i t , and to-day many d ist i ngu i shed peop le from a l l
"

parts of the wor ld ,

vi s i t th i s port for the so l e pu rpose of tarpon fish i ng and wi ld-fowl Shoot i ng .

W i th i n a rad i us of one hundred and fifty m i l es of Tampi co there are fifteen
Ameri can co lon ies be i ng located a t A ta s cag o r , .

La Pa lma , Co l umbus , Co lon Ia
Amer i cana , A l ta V i sta , Quaker C i ty , Chama l , San D ie g urto , and other smal l

co lon ies . Many of them are set t l i ng rap id ly and have estab l i shed good schoo l s

and chu rches . They are emp loyed. in agr i cu l tu re and many other enterpr i ses.

I n th i s S tate are found vari ous seams of coa l and many mi nera l depos i ts .

Among the meta l s that are found i n the State a re copper , S I Ive r, go ld , l ead , z i nc

and i ron . The oi l wel l s of Tamau l i pas are a l ready famous . The o i l be l t reaches

i n to the State of Vera C ruz and wi l l be found
'

a ll a long the State of Tamau l i pas ,

a s far a s Texas . Promi nen t o i l experts pre di c ted that th i s State wou ld become

one of the greatest o i l-p roduc i ng sec t ions i n Mexi co .
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The cu l t i vat ion of the zapupe fibre p lan t has rece ived most at ten t i on in

the Tampico sect i on . W i th i n the last th ree years severa l compan i es have been

formed for the cu l t iva t ion of zapupe near Tampico and in add i t i on a number of

i nd iv idua l s are engaged i n

p lan t i ng the fibre . I t i s

c la imed tha t zapupe ma

tu res more qu i ck l y , that i t

produces more fibre to the

p lan t than henequen .

I n Vi ctor ia and vi c i n

i ty , abou t o ne hundred m i l es

north of Tampi co , henequen

growi ng i s rece iv i ng much

at ten t i on . Land not fi t for
any other k i nd of cu l t i

va t i on seems tO be W GI I PLAZA
,
V ICTOR IA .

adapted for henequen .

D u r i ng the C i v i l W ar i n the Un i ted Sta tes , 1 86 1 — 1865 , Tamau l i pas made a

handsome i ncome by ra i s i ng co tton and export i ng i t to that coun try . Many

farmers became r i ch in tha t way ; bu t when the war wa s over , and cot ton fe l l

in pr i ce wi th the retu rn of peace and the rev iva l of the sou thern states , the pro

duct i on dec l i ned . There is no reason why Tamau l i pas shou ld not grow cotton

a s abu ndan t ly as the Sta te of Vera C ruz .

Matamoros i s a fron t i er c i ty of Tamau l i pas , bei ng on ly forty m i l es from the

mou th of the R io Grande , a nd d i rect l y opposi te the C i ty of Brownsv i l l e , Texas .

I t has a popu la t ion of over tw e lve thousand , made up most ly of Ameri cans and
peop le of Span i sh descen t . Engl i sh i s common ly spoken . The C i ty i s finely s i tu

a ted on a bend of the r iver . I ts wide streets cross at r igh t angl es , and the houses

a re most ly of br i ck and bu i l t i n modern sty le . There is a beau t i fu l Cathedra l as

wel l a s numerous chu rches and conven ts . There is a good pub l i c schoo l system ,

besides p len ty of priva te schoo l s . The c l imate is hot from Apr i l to September ,
and coo l from December to March . Matamoros wa s founded ear ly i n the last

cen tu ry , a nd wa s named after the great patr io t , Mari no Matamoros , whose bones

l i e wi th those of H ida lgo and Morelos in the C athedra l a t Mexi co C i ty .

Laredo is a name by wh i ch one of the l i nes of the Condes of Spa i n wa s ca l l ed .
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A R oya l C ommiss ion ca l l ed Vi sta Genera l i n 1 767 l a id ou t the town , g i v i ng

i t fou r l eagues of land , two on
_

each S i de of the R io Grande , and l a id off above

and
“

below the town trac t on both s ides , the t ract now ca l l ed Porc iones , d is
tr i bu t ing i t to the set t l ers . S i nce that t im e Laredo has been recogn i zed
as a town wi th mun i c i pa l powers .

“ I n the ear l i er days of i ts ex i stence , savage

I nd i ans con t i nual lycommi t ted depredat ions on the su rround i ng coun try and

robbed
“

the peop le of thei r horses and ca tt le ; bu t the c i t i zens , i nu red to s uch

hardsh i ps , often chast i sed the savages and k i l l ed many of them i n bat t l e , a lways

ma i n ta i n i ng a j ust l y mer i ted repu tat i on for sk i l l , cou rage a nd ga l l an try . Laredo
was a ki nd of supp ly stat ion du r i ng the Texas revo l u t i on , bu t took no very a c t ive

part in the war . I t rema i ned under the con tro l of Mex i co a s a p art of Tamau

l i pas unt i l 1 846 , when itWas d iv ided in to two towns , N uevo Laredoon the Mexi
can s ide rema i n ing a qu iet , progress ive town , whose pri nc i pa l i ndustry has been

stock ra i si ng ,— horses , catt l e , and sheep ; and severa l handsome fortunes have

been made i n i t .

The Tamau l i pas M exi cans are brave , dar i ng patr i ots , who are zea lous to a

m an for the i n tegr i ty and i ndependence of the i r coun try. Th i s State gave the

nuc leus of the hero i c army of the north duri ng the French campa ign and the sto ic
bravery of the Tam aulipan so ld i ers wi l l never be forgot ten in the h i story of the

siege and fa l l of Queretaro ; many of the i r i l l ust r ious names wi l l ever stand for

the bravest and most i nflex i b l e of patr i ots .

TAMPICO P LAzA .
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CHAPTER xx 11

QAH U l t.A

DAHU I LA i s a h igh l y product ive Sta te . I t is a h i l l y and moun ta i nous Coun

try , bu t its va l l eys are very fert i l e . Minera l s are found extensive l y bu t the

most i mportant product i n th i s S ta te i s coa l , wh i ch is be i ng Sh i pped to a l l parts of
the cou n try . The R io Grande separa tes i t from the Un i ted Sta tes of America ,
o n the east i t i s bounded by the State of N uevo Leon , on the west by the States
of C h i huahua and Durango and on the sou th by Zacatecas , N uevo Leon , and San

Lu i s Potosi . I t embraces an area of o n e hundred and S i xty-five thousand and
n i nety-n i ne square k i l ometres . I ts popu la t ion is abou t two hundred and n i nety

seven thousand . I ts cap i ta l , Sa l t i l l o , is an i ndustr i a l and mercan t i l e cen tre .

The other ch i ef c i ty , Torreon , founded a s recent l y a s 1 887 , is a commerc ia l

empor i um of the greatest importance . Cot ton and a l l c lasses of cerea l s and fru i ts

are the ch i ef products . The wi nes of Parras , wh i ch is a great grape cu l t i vat i ng

coun try , are famed th roughou t the en t i re repub l i c and the best woods grown i n

the coun try are found in these parts .



The C i ty of Monc lova , whi ch was for a long t i me the capi ta l of the S tate , i s
a ls o of commerc i a l i mportance .

The governor of the State is Senor L ice nc Iado Don J esus de Va l l e , i s an i l l u s

trious and progress ive gen t l eman , experi enced, and wel l-versed in pol i t i ca l and

admi n i st rat ive sc i ence , who knows so wel l a l l the branches of State governmen t .

S i nce taki ng office he has d im i n i shed the pub l i c debt and caused many reforms

i n the cap i ta l a nd in the ne ighbor i ng c i t i es , and through h is encouragemen t

co loni sts are we l come and a l l k i nds of franch i ses are gran ted to those whose pu r

pose i s the estab l i shmen t of en terpr i ses tha t wi l l revert to the good oft he people

and the coun try . W i th sp l end id i rr iga t i on fac i l i t i es a nd a l l the advan tages

of a r i ch coun try , C oahu i l a i s an open fie ld for fu tu re prosper i ty
Sa l t i l l o is reached by the Mexi can N at i ona l R a i l road . I t was founded in

1 586 , and i ncorporated as a c ity i n
’

1 827 . The governmen t pa lace , the C hurch of

San t iago , and the o ld conven t of San Esteban are the ch ief edifices of i n terest . The
c l im a te is good , the c ity be i ng a de l igh tfu l resort a t a l l seasons . The

"
Coahu i la

i s one of the most beau t ifu l hOte lS i n the republ i c and enj oys great popu lar i ty .

Many of the hostel r ies in Mexi co are o ld

pr ivate dwel l i ngs or pa laces wh i ch are to

a certa i n exten t p i ctu resque , bu t th i s

modern hote l offers encouragemen t to

the seeker of hea l th and p leasu re .

The Plaza de la l ndependenc ia i s a

modern park , very attract i ve wi th its

beau t i fu l flowers and ferns . The C a the

dra l i s an imposi ng structure fi l l ed wi th

beau t i fu l pa i n t i ngs and pr i cel ess a l tars .

The n ew pen i tent i ary i s one of the finest

of i ts k i nd in the coun try . H osp i ta l s , “

pub l ic l i brar i es and the finest norma l

Schoo l i n the r epubl i c are the resu l ts of
the en terpr i se and progress of the Sta te .

S ome
/

of these educat i onalestab l i shmen ts

are noted for thei r handsome arch ite c

SENOR L ICENC IADO DON J ESUS DE VAL LE . tu ré . Spec i a l a t ten t ion is pa id to the

GOVERNOR OF c o m um . sa
‘

n I ta ry cond i t i ons of the schoo l houses .
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and post office bu i ld i ngs , i n c l ud i ng other federa l offices are s p lend id Spec imens
of modern arch i tectu re .

Coahu i l a has at ta ined comm endab le progress under the ab l e admi n i stra t i on

of Governor J esus d e
l

V a lle . The State ha s given to the Mexi can nat ion many

m e n d ist i ngu i shed i n po l i t i cs , I n wa r and in sc i ence . Some of these were Do n

Melchor Muzqu i z , who became pres iden t ad i n ter im and fro-m Whom the c i ty of

M
'

uzqu i z gets its name ; Genera l I gnac i o Zaragoza , hero of the glor i ous vi ctory
of the nat i ona l army over the French on the s th of May , 1 862, in Pueb la , and

from whom the State rece i ves the name of C oahu i l a de Zaragoza ; Don Miguel
R amos Ar i zpe , statesman , who was a -depu tyto the Cou rt of Spa i n i n 1 81 2, and

on accoun t of h i s i dea i n favor Of i ndependence was e leven years a pr i soner , un t i l

the Dec larat i on of I ndependence ; he was one of the depu t i es to the Con s titu

tiona l Congress in 1 824 , and M i n i ster of the State ; Don J uan An ton io de la
Fuente caused a law to be made for the separa t ion of the chu rch and s tate in
1858; he was a l so m in i ster p len i poten t i ary from Mexico to France and Eng l and
and fig ured prom ine n tly i n France by h is i nd ignan t protest aga i nst the Prerad i
ca l I n terference of N apo leon I I I on Mexi ca n Terr i tory . H ere wa s born Manue l
Acuna , on e of the most notab le and sub l ime wri ters wh i ch Mexi co produced in
the n i neteen th cen tu ry .

STAT E C I V I L COL L EG E . SALT I LLO .
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CHAPTER XXI I I

l

z

fiNEUVA L E C N SAN LU lS POTOS

UG A S CAL I E NTE S

H E ki ngdom of N uevo Leon was once the name of the State of N uevo Leon .

I t is i n land , border i ng on Tamau l i pas , Coahu i l a and San Lu i s Potosi . I ts

su rface i s i rregu lar , a s severa l branches of the S i erra Madre R ange come i n to i t

and one-fou rth of the State forms a part of the g re a t ce n tra l tab l e land of Mexi co .

Minera l product i ons abound i n the mounta i ns . The c l imate is p erfec t .

The a tmosphere i s se ldom ch i l l ed wi th frost bu t somet imes i t stea l s i n at l ong

i n terva l s l i ke a th i ef i n the n igh t to d i sappear i n the darkness ere the s un has

ri sen . Snow i s unknown i n the Va l l ey of Monterey and i s seen ra re l y on the

peaks of the moun ta i ns wh i ch su rround the c i ty .

The Topo Ch i co hot Spr i ngs are i n the subu rbs . Th i s i s a famous hea l th

resort . The thermometer never descends to freez i ng poi n t and the cond i t i on of

the atmosphere perm i ts the weakest and most del i ca te i nva l i d to promenade i n

the p lazas .

Monterey is fifteen hundred feet above s e a l eve l ; i t is one of the o ldest c i t i es

bu t has been made over and has now a ll sorts of modern improvemen ts . N a tu re
3 73
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i s-vested i n gladness expressed by beau ty and wea l th of co l or , ove r
'

Which flows

the mel l ow rad iance of a sem i-t rop i ca l sunsh i ne . I t is su rrounded by some of

the most beau t i fu l moun ta i n scenery in the world . The houses are wel l-bu i l t

and
.

tasteful both in arch i te ctu re and i n ter i or decorat i ons . The Casi no is the

pr i nc i pa l c l ub .

H onorab l e Ph i l i p C . Hanna , the Am er i can consu l genera l , has endeared
h imsel f to the peopl e of Monterey . He was appo i n ted the spec i a l repre sen ta t ive

of the Ameri can R e d C ross a nd
'

d id a notab le work du ri ng the flOod wh i ch came

near destroyi ng Monterey i n 1 909 . A t the C onsulate he protec ted hundreds of
the u nfortunate , g 1v1n g foOd and c lo th i ng to the desolate i n the flooded d istr i c t .

Monterey i s on ly-a few hou rs ri de from Laredo , i n Texas . I t is a ve ry
Q

A m e r

i can c i ty , wi th Spl end id ch u rches , school s and manufactu ri ng estab l i shmen ts .

‘

SAN LU I S PoTOS l

N o .coun try i s more beau t i fu l i n i ts p i c tu resque vegeta t i on and useful pro

ducts than S an Lu i s Potosi . There the h ighest trees give support to a mu l t i

tude of c re e p I n g vi nes and to a swarm of vegetab l e pa ra s I te s wh i ch create an

PLAZA ZARAGOZA.

agreeab le confusion and form obscu re th i ckets where the foot of man has

never yet penetrated . The mu l t i tude of color , the green leaves and the divers



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


3 76

poi n t Of V i ew . Founded in the days of the Span i sh Conquest , the geograph i ca l
posi t i on

,
some s ix thousand feet above the l eve l of the s e a,secu red pre-e-m ine nce

from the ear l i est t imes . The h i story of the c i ty may to a grea t exten t be read

in its ou tward appearance . Grand o ld Spani sh chu rches , such a s that of San

Franc i sco
,
dat i ng from the s ixteenth centu ry , E l C armen wi th i ts two-hundred

year-o ld carv i ngs , and the Guadal u pe , wi th its cha rm I n g sacred assoc ia t ions .

The imposing French-bu i l t governmen t pa lace an d the
'

M ex ican cathedra l , the

old Span i sh Plaza wi th i ts Amer i can tram-l i nes and el ectr i c l i gh ts, the o ld fort i
fie d mi nt ,

“te l l i ng of revo l u t ionary t imes , the co l l ege hosp i ta l , the lib rary,

'

and

the spl end id theatre , wi th many new and eleg an t bu i ld i ngs , speak for the pros

pe rity
-
and advancement of the presen t day.

I t has a lways
“been a very bus y and flou ri sh i ng p lace

,
ho ld i ng the same

re la t i on to eastern Mexi co that Guada l’aj ara ho lds to western Mex i co . The

CAT H EDRAL , AGUASCAL I ENT ES .

su rround i ng coun try i s a very fert i l e d i str i ct and San Lu i s fu rn ishes a ready

market for its produce . There are many fine bu i ld i ngs in the capi ta l . The
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governmen t pa lace i s a t t ract ive i n appearance ; the ca thedra l shows some fine

stone-work o n i ts towers . There i s a character i st i c pa i n t i ng of h igh qua l i ty

T H E BATH S AT AGUAS CAL I ENT ES.

in the chu rch of E l C armen . The old chu rch has a c lock wh ich was gi ven by

the K i ng of Spa i n i n retu rn for the l argest p iece of s ilve r
'

o re ever taken from

a m i ne . On the en trance to th i s beau t i fu l sanctuary are these comfort i ng and

i nsp i r i ng words :

Aqu i e l que pede rec i be ,
E l que busca ha l l a ,

A l que toca se le abre .

H ere he who asks rece i ves , he who seeks finds , to h im who knocks i t i s

opened .

The two ta l l towers of th i s chu rch form the most str i k i ng featu re of the c i ty
to the t rave ler approach i ng from the sou th .

The Theatre in Sa n Lu i s Potosi , o ne of the handsomest in Mexi co , i s a
monumen t to the progress ive sp i r i t of the la te Genera l C ar los D i ez Gu i t i errez ,
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the former governor of the State . The bu i ld i ng is o f stone , mass ive and l arge .

I mmense co l umns of stone a nd i ron adorn the fron
‘

t .

‘ The en trance is very much

l ike that of the Grand Opera in Par i s . I t iS '

e le g a n t yet massi ve in design . There

is a g rand a nd beau t i fu l lobby wh i ch is approached by wide marb le steps and

covered by a dome of heavy sta i ned glass . Seen from below , th i s l ast ha s a m ag
n ifice n t appearance wi th a huge ba l cony wi nd i ng around i n the i n ter i or , wi th

a heavy i ron ra i l i ng . Th i s is en tered above by beau t i fu l g l ass doors , Open i ng

from an im mense ha l l , l arge enough for a ba l l-room , wi th marb l e-t i l ed floors .

The stage has a l l the l a test improvemen ts , and the whol e theatre is a nob le

exampl e of what taste can do ! when backed by im mense wea l th . The g ov

e rno r
’

s pr ivate box , fac i ng the stage , is magn ificent ly fi t ted up , wi th the
‘

co at

of-arms of the State in s i l ver and bronze .

The law requ i res tha t a l l houses Sha l l be kept fresh ly pa i n ted , so tha t the

c i ty i s b rig ht . in every quarter . The markets are part i cu l ar ly i nterest i ng, wi th

p i ctu resque water-carr i ers , many foun ta i ns and nove l scenes . The statue of

H i da lgo former ly“

occup ied the P l aza

de Armas , bu t has

been removed to a

more i m po r ta n t

pl ace and a k iosk

erected i n its p lace .

W hen the even i ngs

are warm , as most

of them are i n S an

Lu i s , the Plaza

presents . a most

a t tract i ve appear

ance wi th fam i l i es

p romenad i n g
,

t o

the gay mus i c

under the s i lvery

l igh t of the moon

or the more br i l l i an t rad iance of the e l ectr i c l i gh t . Th i s h i stor i c c i ty ha s the

record tha t here wa s made the fi rst discovery of S i lver i n Mexi co
,
whi ch wen t

STRE ET SCEN E IN AGUASCAL I EN TES .
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need le-drawn work wh i ch is made by the I nd ians and exce l s i n beau ty the ce le

b rate d Faya l work wh i ch is s o much better known.

The c i ty takes i ts name from the warm mi nera l spr i ngs i n its neighborhood .

The baths are reached by long avenues of superb cottonwood trees . They are

b u i l t of soft red stone and are much frequented . On one S ide th rough a cana l
flows the su rp l us water from the s pr I n g S , wh ich i s u sed for ba th i ng by those who

are unab le to pay the Sma l l charge for the baths .

There is a handsome a l ameda . The country around i s fert i l e and h igh ly

cu l t i vated . I n the trop i ca l a l t i tudes of Mex i co and i n the hot Spri ng sect i ons

there is a sort of Egypt ian d i sregard of the conven tiona l i t i es in a ttire and the

d i sposi t i on to take a da i ly fash ion h i n t from the Garden of Eden , the ch i ldren
di sregardi ng even the fig leaf . .

The

‘

wate r-carr i er of Ca i ro is much l i ke h is brother of Mexi co . The groups

abou t the foun ta i ns a l l over the repub l i c have long earthen j ars of pot tery borne

by the women and ba lanced on the shou lders of the men and look very ori en ta l .

The c l i mate i s hea l thfu l and is noted for i ts constan t sunsh i ne . Many

i nva l ids go there from the north . I t is ha lf way between the C i ty of Mex i co and
the northern border

T EMPL E OF SAN MARCOS . AGUASCAL I ENT ES.
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The ch i ef c i ty a nd cap i ta l is Queretaro , o n e of the most beau t i fu l in the

repub l i c , s i tuated one hundred and ten mi les northwest of Mexi co on a-p la teau

s ix thousand feet above s e a l eve l . I t occu p i es the S i des and summi ts of severa l

h i l l s and i s separated from the pi ctu resque l i t t le subu rbs by
'

a sma l l r i ver . I t is

an o ld c i ty dat i ng back to 1400 , and is fam oUS for itS
'

beau t i fu l chu rches , the

Sp lend i d arch i tectu re of the pub l i c bu i ld i ngs and dwel l i ngs , and a l so is of i n ter
est i ng -h i stor i ca l va l ue on accoun t of the tragi c endi ng of Maxim i l i an , the erst-x

wh i l e Emperor of Mexico , who Was execu ted on the H i l l of“ the Bel l s .

To one who sees the cap i ta l .for the fi rst t ime , i t has a great fa s c 1natio n .

There is someth i ng d i fferent abou t the arch i tectu re , the atmosphere , and even

the s un seems to sh i ne bri ghter here . Pa lms and bananas g row I n the ope n

squares , and the manychu rches wi th thei r melodious ch ime s r i ngi ng at a lmost
a l l hours l end i t an i nfluence that is del igh tfu l .

N apoleon took upon h imsel f the task of export i ng an Emperor to Mex i co ,
Maxim i l i an of Aus trIa , a dreamer imbued wi th the idea of the d ivi ne r ights of
k i ngs . H e l i stened to the seduct ive assu rances of an emperor -who h imsel f had
secu red the r i gh t to ru le by rap i ne and blood . C ar lota was ambi t ious , an arden t

C atho l i c , and the Pope gave the new ru l ers consecrat ion and h is bless i ng . The

Un i ted States governmen t pu t s ixty thousand troops i n to Texas on the M e x1can

border and then N apo l eon was to ld i n unm i stakabl e language that the French
troops tha t susta i ned Maxim i l i an must be wi thdrawn . Maximi l i an was advi sed

to abd i cate , a nd wou ld haVe done s o bu t
“for the proud a nd ambi t ious Car lota .

S he vol u n teered to go to France to i n tercede wi th N apo l eon ; H e was deaf to
her en treat i es , and sh e then fled to the Pope for re l i ef , bu t wi th no better

success . R epu l sed , her fine ly-strung natu re succumbed and s h e became bereft

of her reason , perhaps the best su rcease , except death , from the hum i l i a t i on ,

the defea t , and the greater gri ef that were to fol low .

Maxim i l i an wi th a few thousand troops wa s Shu t wi th i n the c i ty . On the

n igh t of May 1 9 , 1 867 the c i ty was captu red , and he was t r i ed and condemned

to be sho t , together w i th h is two t rusted Genera ls ,
‘

Mej ia and Mi ramon . The

executi on took p lace two mi l es ou t from the c i ty one month later . Maxim i l ian

sa id as the fata l p i l gr i mage was begun , -
“

I am ready ; i t i s a beau t i fu l day to

d ie . Ho ld i ng the cruc ifix over h is breast , as an i nd i cat i on. to the so ld i ers

where to fi re , and wi th h is fa i thfu l genera l s a t hi s s ide to Share the sam e fate ,
he rece ived the death-dea l i ng bu l l ets . Th i s h i stor i ca l spot is now marked by a
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chapel wh i ch has been bu i l t i n recen t years , bu t unt i l tha t t ime th ree rude stones

wi th a n i ron-ra i l ed enc losu re were a l l tha t were p laced to commemora te an even t

AQUEDUCT AT QUE RETARO .

so importan t to Mex i co , for thus the last a t tempt ended to p lan t a monarchy

upon th i s con t i nen t .

The C onven t of San ta C la ra and the C hurch of Santa R osa , both noted for

the i r exter ior and i n ter i or ca rv i ngs , are the masterpi eces of T re s g ue rras , a n
arch i tect

,
scu l ptor , pa i n ter and poet . H e was b orn in C e laya i n 1 765 , and d i ed

there i n 1 83 3 . These are chu rches of wh ich Queretaro Shou ld be proud , as they

are i ncomparab le monuments of Mexi can art . I t is di ffi cu l t to descr i be the

sp l endor of the wonderfu l l y r i ch wood-ca rvi ng , heavi l y g i lded , the el aborate

and gracefu l meta l work , i nc l ud i ng ba l con i es and gri l l s of wrough t i ron , and the

pa i n t ing and scu l ptu re a l l from the hand or design of th i s great art i st . The

o ld chu rch of Sa n Franc i sco dates back to 1 690 .

The publ i c bu i ld i ngs and educat i ona l and char i tab l e estab l i shments a re

sp l end id monuments to the ambi t i on of an exceed i ngl y good governmen t .
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The C i v i l Co l l ege , the Conservatory of Mus i c , the Academy of San Fernando ,
and the Schoo l of F i ne Arts are among the most i mportant educat iona l i n s titu
t i ons . There are two pub l i c hosp i ta l s , the Vagara H osp i ta l and the“

C i vi l

Hosp i ta l , and many pr ivate i nst i tu t ions of th i s k i nd are extant . The pa lace
of the governor con ta i ns a l l the pub l i c offices and the ha l l s of legi s l atu re I t has

a l so a h i stor i ca l cham ber , wh ich is fu l l of famous re l ics that have a bear i ng

o n the h i story of the Country . Portra i ts of a l l the former ru lers and many

cu r ious obj ects adorn th i s chamber . The bu i ld i ng is a re l i c of the days of

Span i sh ru le and i s
'

a remarkab le Spe c 1m e n of carvi ng and masonry. I t was

once the res idence of J osefa Or t i z , wife of a va l i an t figu re i n t he W ar
'

fo r I nde

pe nd e nce . She g ave
'

va lua b le i nforma t ion wh i ch a ided i n the figh t for l i berty ,

and enshr i ned he rSe lf i n the h i story of her coun try .

Senor Corone l Don Franc i sco Cosio ha s been governor for many terms .

H e i s a d i st i ngui shed gent l eman of honorabl e ancestry and bes ides be i ng a
statesman u n iversa l ly esteemed , i s patr iot i c , pub l i c-spi r i ted and wel l-l oved by

the peopl e .

MEMOR IAL C HAPE L TO MAX IM I L IAN . MAR K ING T H E PLACE O F H I S EX ECUT ION .
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l i terary i nst i tu te founded i n 1868. The fi rst mi ne was d i scovered i n Septemb er ,

1 546 . On J u ly 1 , 1818, i t was est imated that the tota l ou tpu t of the mines s i nce

the i r d i scovery aggregated the sum of seven hundred-mi l l i on do l l ars . These

si lver m i nes are stead i ly produc i ng an i ncre ased quant i ty of ore .

The c i ty i s reached by a steep S l ope from the ra i lway stat ion and the

narrow streets are wonderfu l ly c l ean . Everywhere the l i t t l e cou rtyards are
seen through open doorways .

’

There are many market-p laces and the cen tra l

one has a great s tone foun ta i n around wh i ch at a l most every hou r of the

day may be seen women a nd ch i ldren with grea t red earthen j ars and l i t t l e

TH E CATH EDRAL , ZACAT ECAS

gourd-shaped cups wh i ch they us e

to fi l l the j ars .

To s e e Zacate ca s
'

on e must go

down a steep s ide street to the

beau t i fu l o ld chu rch wi th its grea t

facade of cu rved frees to ne and three

un ique Sp i res and the arcade coy
ered wi th its doub le row of arches .

Everyth i ng gl ows wi th co l or— the
Sky,

the frescoes , the flowers , the

trees
,
the ga i l y dressed peop le and

the broad stone seats . The i nner

cou rt -o f the governm en t pa t i o is

fin ishéd wi th a dado and fr i eze of

b l ue and yel low ; the s l ender p i l l ars

in doub le co l umns between the

arches Of the fi rst and second floors

are br i l l i an t wi th stenc i l l ed wrea ths

of flowers ; the broad stone steps

cu rvi ng away to the upper ga l l er i es
are ornamented wi th pots

'

of trop i
‘ ca l p lan ts . From a corner of one
of these ga l l er i es one sees a beau t i fu l

p i c tu re . The red sandstone towers of the cathedra l , wi th thei r art i st i c carvi ng ,

are barbar ic in sp l endor and st i l l harmon ious . Aga i nst the sapph i re sky thei r
ou t l i nes are wonderfu l and there is n o e nd of novel ty .
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The low-topped houses and domed chu rches rem i nd one of Pa l est i ne .

Far Up on the moun ta i n ca l l ed La Bufa i s the shr i ne wh i ch the Mexi can

devotees v i s i t to obta i n remi ss i on of the i r si ns , many of them sca l i ng the steep

S i des of the moun ta i n u pon thei r
hands and knees as a n except i ona l

sel f-i mposed penance . The peop l e

wear the i r pecu l ia r ly p i ctu resque

garb and Shou ld i t be Sunday and
the band play i ng i n the p laza the

movi ng throngs form a ver i tab l e

ka l e idoscop i c scene , wonderfu l l y

p l eas i ng to the eye .

W a ter i s comparat i ve ly sca rce

in Zaca tecas . The foun ta i ns i n the

p laza are a lways thronged wi th

peop l e and a s ear l y as fou r o
’

c lock

each morn i ng men and women of

the poorer c l asses are at the fou n

ta i n fi l l i ng the i r j ars wi th water ,

wh i ch they se l l to l ater a rriva ls
'

a t

a cen tavo for fou r ga l l ons , the

quan t i ty a j ar ho lds .

There are schoo l s , hosp i ta l s

and markets , the l at ter wi th the i r

many var i et i es of fru i t u nknown

in other coun tr i es . Many of the

vendors Spread shawls on the
pavemen t and d iv ide the i r art i c l es

FACADE OF CATH E DRAL .

i n to sundry l i t t le p i l es , each of wh ich i s so ld for on e cen t . These somet imes

cons i st of cooked art i c l es , and many a passer-by gets a mea l for that sum .

One market-pl ace i s devoted en t i rely to potter i es .

The pri nc i pa l i n terest of the peopl e of Zaca tecas i s m i n i ng . Among the
pub l i c bu i ld i ngs i s the Aduana ,‘ bu i l t of red sandstone wi t-h handsome carv i ng
around the en trance and the yard . Then there is the new pub l i c market , a

fine thea tre wi th pret ty decora t i ons and a l l modern improvemen ts . C l ose to
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the market is the C athedra l , bu i l t of red stone , wi th a wonderfu l fron t on three

s ides magn ificen t ly cai Ved . The i n ter i or is equa l ly r i ch . Toward the back of

the theatre is the o ld chu rch and conven t of San to Dom i ngo . Th i s former ly

was very large , and the cen tre of the I nqu i s i t i on , as were a l l the conven ts of the

Domi n i can Order a lm ost everywhere . The port i on form i ng the conven t is now
the c i ty pr i son ; the o ld chu rch and the chapter assem b ly-room st i l l belong to

the order of Santo Domi ngo .

Th i s chu rch was the fi rst one bu i l t i n the State of Zacatecas and wa s erected
between 1 5 60 and 1 5 70 . A l l that rema i ns to Show that i t be longed to the
I nqu i si t i on under the Do m i n Ican Order is the assembly-room or Sa la de Actas .

The decora t i on of the chu rch is very fine .

The next p lace of i nterest is the chu rch

and conven t of S an Franc i sco . The

chu rch
_i s sma l l and very poor ; the fron t

is of carved stone , and the i n ter i or deco

rat ion appears to have been very r i ch

in former years . The conven t now I s

a lmost i n ru i ns , a sma l l part be i ng used

as a m as on , another as a dwel l i ng place

for the poorer c l ass , a sma l l p i ece as a

bri ckyard , bu t by far the grea ter port ion

has become d i lap idated wi th ag e and

negl ect . The o ld conven t of San Augus
t i n has been a lmost en t i re ly tu rned i nto

dwel l i ng houses , bu t the chu rch , a very

fin e bu i ld i ng , has been l eft en t i re , and

belongs to the Presbyter ian mi ss i ons .

H uge stone wa l l s and moun ta i n s ides
are everywhere , wi th pa tches of green

he re
'

and there , m ak i ng up a p i ctu resque

combi nat ion .

ST RE ET SCEN E ZACATECAS There are severa l S i lver m i nes in the
vi c i n i ty of Zacatecas , some of them ex

ce e d in g ly va l uab le . The pri nc i pa l mi n i ng d i st r i c ts i n the State , besides Zaca
tecas , are Fresn i l l o , Sombrerete , C ha lch i hu i te s , N i eves , Pinos , Mazap i l , Ojo ,
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Governor Zarate , who man ifests the deepest i n terest in the progress of the
pup i ls .

.

H e i s an ab l e execu t ive and shows grea t wisdom i n the di rec t ion of

the affa i rs of the State .

There is a new thea tre , a magn ificen t hosp i ta l of rose-co lored stone , fi t ted

wi th a l l the requ i remen ts of modern sc i ence ; an elaborate system of l i gh t i ng ;

a schoo l for gi r l s , wi th ampl e grounds and a l l the l a test app l i ances known to edu

cato rs ; a sc ience i nst i tu te ; a norma l schoo l for boys and other publi c schoo l s
and i mprovemen ts of Importance to the cap i ta l c i ty . Th i s po l i cy ha s not been

confined to the seat of l oca l governmen t , however , a s many usefu l improvemen ts

have been made throughou t the State , i nc l ud i ng n ew schoo l s , c i tyha l l s , pub l i c
gardens a nd markets .

I

A word shou ld be added in pra i se of the fine system of
edu cat ion i n Zacatecas . The State spends near l y th ree m i l l i on do l l ars i n pr imary
and h igher pub l i c i nst i tu t ions . There are abou t twenty-five thousand studen ts

wi th two thousand more in pr ivate schoo ls ma i n ta i ned by other i nd iv idua l s .

T H E CHURCH OF GUADALUPE , ZACATECAS .
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the nat i ves there is a grea t cha racte ris itic of hospi ta l i ty , and frankness , and a

certa i n rom an t i c i sm rema i ns .

The pri nc i pa l resources a re mi nera l and agr i cu l tu ra l , one ranki ng wi th the

other bu t st i l l u nexplo i ted to the best possi b i l i t i es . Under a rei gn of peace , the

progress of th i s Sta te i s in c lose com pet i t ion with the other States. of the Un ion .

W i th natu ra l r i ches and resou rces th i s S tate Shou ld rank among the fi rst .

Stat i st i cs change natu ra l l y wi th the progress of the coun try , and wi th the

rap id str ides that are da i l y tak i ng place in the affa i rs of an i mportan t State i t

i s i mpossi b l e to g i ve a correc t idea of a l l the enterpr i ses .

Another grea t sou rce of wea l th is the fin e wood , wh i ch i s of such va rI e d

product i on and est i mable qua l i ty as to att ract the a tten t i on of the wor ld .

_Th is
branch of product i on i s exp lo i ted On

a sma l l sca l e a nd is not cu l t ivated as

i t deserves . A l so cerea l s and every
agr i cu l tu ra l product are fast reach

i ng the po i n t of developmen t tha t

wi l l e l evate th i s State to one of

great i mportance .

I n m i n i ng the State of D urango

ranks very h igh . Th is i ndustry

Wh i l e st i l l in i ts embryon i c state is

i nca l cu l ab l e i n r i ches of prec i ous

meta l s and bu i ld i ng stone . Through

th i s branch of i ndustry , c i t i es wi th

beau t i fu l p l azas , Sp l end id
‘

homes

have sprung up and changes on the

h ighway to prosperi ty under the

protect ion of the wise l aws have

demonstrated a l l that the progress

of a coun try demands . Gold , s i l

ve r ,
“l ead , i ron , _

zinc , su l phu r , andSENOR L ICENC IADO DON ESTEBAN FE RNANDE Z ,
GOVE RNOR O F DURANGO ,

coa l are the pr1nc1p‘

a l m 1ne ra ls . I n

the parts of the State that the ra i l

roads traverse there are many flou ri sh i ng mi nes . I n Va lard ena there is a

grea t Smel ter wi th a l l the modern i mprovements .
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The i ron found in Du rango i s the finest in the wor ld . I t has been stud i ed

by mi nera log i sts , who marve l a t i t . There i s one large moun ta i n ca l l ed Cerro del

GOV ERNOR 'S PALAC E
,
DURANGO .

Mercado
,
wh i ch has a ttrac ted a grea t dea l of at ten t ion . The i ron i n i ts nat i ve

sta te con ta i ns n i nety three and three-ten ths of ox ide of i ron . Much i ron has

been extracted wi thou t seemi ng to lessen the amoun t tha t ex i sts .

A t presen t there are one hundred and n i neteen m i n i ng i ndustr ies in explo i ta
t i on

,
employi ng twen ty-five thousand workmen , and fifteen mi l l i on do l la rs

’

worth

of m i nera l i s exported yearl y .

Du rango abounds i n i ndustr i es . There are sma l l c i t i es tha t have the i r

manufactor i es whose products are confined to the Sta te on accoun t of the h igh

rate of frei gh t wi th wh i ch they have to contend . There are cotton m i l l s , d i s

tille rie s , wood manufactor i es , dynami te factor i es and flou r m i l l s , a l l i n a flo uris h

in g cond i t i on . F i nanc ia l cr i ses tha t often affect the nat ion seldom troub l e th i s
S tate . Very rarel y do the i ndust ri es suffer the depress ion exper i enced i n

many other States . W e fi nd a lso th i rty e l ectr i c l i gh t works , and many

manufactori es of c igars and c igaret tes g ive steady employmen t to the peop l e .
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Telegraph l i nes extend throughou t the coun

t ry . Telephones connec tWi th a l l parts . N ew

roads are bei ng bu i l t and the government

Offic ia l s are in Every way assi st i ng the en ter

pri se s in the i n ter i or by proper . means of

commun i cat i on wi th i n thei r pos si b i l i t i es .

I n the year 1 892 , the fi rst rai l road i n th i s

State wa s bu i l t . I n a l l , there are abou t ten

h undred a nd seven ty-n i ne m i l es of ra i l road ,

i nc l ud i ng a Short el ect r i c l i ne . The pro longa

t i on of the l i nes through the great merger

system wi l l be of great benefit to th i s S tate .

The increase i n the number of pub l i c schoo l s

i n a l l d i str i c ts ha s been rem arkab le . Durango

occup i es one of the fi rst p laces of a ll the States

of the Un ion in its rap id progress on the ques

t ion of i nstru ct i on . A l l the schoo l s combi ne the best cond i t i ons of c lean l i ness and
san i ta ti on . One -fifth of the sum for pub l i c i mprovemen t goes toward i nstruc t i on .

The cap i ta l i s D u rango , wh i ch i s beau t i fu l l y S i tua ted some seven thousand
feet above the s e a .

sta t i on , and soon after

was .made an E pis co

pa l See . The m ost

noteworthy bu i l d i ngs

are the governmen t

house , the ca thedra l ,

a number of pari sh

chu rches , a spac i ous

hosp i ta l , a pen i ten

tia ry and a state pr i s

on . There are a ttrac

t ive publ i c gardens ,
pub l i c squares , and

pub l i c baths . Ther

ma l spr i ngs supp ly

I t wa s founded i n 1 5 60 , by A l onzo Pacheco as a mi l i tary

C ERRO DE L M ERCADO.
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manufactu re . The g ove rno r
'

o f th i s S tate rea l i zes that the happ i ness of the

peop le and law abid ing cond i t i ons depend ' great ly on educat ion .

To Governor Esteban Fernandez the State owes a grea t dea l of the c hanges ,
for there is noth i ng necessary .for the progress of D u rango that th is am b itious

governor fa i l s to do
.
H e ha s made i t a l i fe study to l i ft h i s S ta te to a sp l en

did prosper i ty , and wi th the r i ch resou rces and the h igh mi nded peop le who

co-operate wi th h im , he ha s e l evated h is coun try to a h igh standard and has

carr i ed through a l l h is en terpr i ses wi th grea t b r i l l i ancy . H e is an i n t imate
fr i end of the Pres iden t , and dur i ng the C entenn ia l he had many féle s i n honor

of the I ndependence . Monuments were unvei led and School s opened and m any
ceremon i es were he ld i n appropr i ate ce l e brat i on of th i s great occasion .

The C i ty of D u rango i s noted fo r its wonderfu l po l i ce regu la t i on . I t is

wel l l i gh ted and offers every advan tage for the estab l i shmen t of grea t en ter

pr ises . I ts c l i mate makes i t a un i que p lace for recreat ion as here one finds an

unbroken spri ngt ime .

ALAMEDA. DURANGO.
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CHAPTER xxvn

G
'

i— l iiif UA. if.UA

E PA RAT E D from the Un i ted Sta tes of Ameri ca by the R io Grande , C h i hua
hua i s the largest State i n the R epub l i c . I t cannot be termed a beau t ifu l

S ta te from a scen i c po i n t of V i ew , bu t there are parts where i t fu rn i shes p ictur

esque scenery no t to be ou triva l l ed anywhere i n the wor ld . A pro longat i on of
the S i erra Madre moun ta i ns traverses the western part of the S tate and i s r i ch

in mi nera l s . I t i s prac t i ca l ly an undu la t i ng tab l e l and , the p la i ns averagi ng fou r

thousand to five thousand feet above the sea , wh i l e the moun ta i n-tops rarel y '

r i se more than a thousand feet
“h i gher . The c l imate i s p leasant , the seasons

be i ng abou t l i ke those of southern Texas .

The capi ta l c i ty , C h i huahua , has a la rge m ixed popu la t i on : Engl i sh i s a s
much spoken a s Span i sh , and many Ameri can en terpri ses and manufactor i es gi ve

401
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i t an a i r of progress . I t is di st i nc t ly a m In I ng Sta te . N umerous a nd i mportant

explo i ta t i ons of s i lver ore ha s been made for many years . The m i nes of Ch i

huahua have been ce lebrated for . cen tu r i es . The most important are Batopi l as ,

San ta Eu la l ia , Parra l , C erro Colorado a nd Minas N uevas . Santa Eu la l i a is
the famous m i n i ng camp to wh ich Ch i huahua“ owes its or igi n and prosperi ty .

I t is st i l l one of the great s i l ver-l ead producers of the wor ld . Batop i l as became

noted for its ruby s i lver a t an earl y peri od
, a nd . i s best known. for both qua l i ty

and quant i ty .

Batop i l as has on ly abou t fou r thousand i nhab i tan ts and i s located on the

r iver of the same name , a moun ta i n stream low and qu i et dur i ng n i ne months

in the year , bu t
“

duri ng the rainy season r i s i ng to a m ighty torrent. Owing to

the steady work i n the mi nes th i s town is more advanced than others i n the

V i c i n i ty . The Batop i las m i nes are among the -r i chest i n the world , a l though i n

th i s S tate there are others
l

wh ich rank a lmost equa l ly wel l .

ST REET SCEN E I N CH I H UAH UA .

I n catt l e-ra i s i ng the State of C h i huahua is one Of the most important . The

tempera te c l imate and the fert i l e fields serve to nou ri sh thousan
’

ds of head
,
wh ich
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bu i ld i ngs are monuments of art and i ndustry . The governor’s pa l ace is a
“

gray

stone bu i lding cover i ng a square , wi th wide ba l con i es and a large cou rtyard . I t

i s not on ly a handsome bu i ld i ng bu t i t i s fu rni shed with an el egance and a refin e

ment of taste tha t is so i nd i cat ive of the Mexi can. peop l e . Most Mexi can towns

are bu i l t i n the Mexican -sty l e wi th p lazas and garden spots and one-stor i ed houses
,

bu t i n th i s c i ty
’

there are evidences of the fore igner and i t ha s the appearance of

some of the Texan c i t i es . I n the Plaza de H i da lgo is a m onument comm emo

rat i ng the execu t ion On the spot of the fi rst heroes of Mexi can i ndependence .

A s the scene of seve ra l h i stor i ca l events Ch i huahua ha s many monuments

to the na t i on
’

s heroes . The c i ty i s very much Ameri can i zed : banki ng houses
and i nvestment compani es are wel l organ i zed i nst i tu t i ons .

There are hosp i ta l s , house s of correct i on , mi l i tary schoo l s and the Sta te

N orma l Schoo l , whi ch has
“

a very h igh standard of educa t i on . A techn i ca l or

STATUE OF H I DALGO , CH I HUAH UA .

industr ia l schoo l for young lad i es has been of grea t benefi t to young women who

are ca l l ed upon to support themselves by the i r own efforts , a nd i t is one of the

prides of the c i ty .
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Publ i c educa t i on rece ives much at ten t i on and i s conducted in a most pro

g re s si ve manner . Among the most i mportan t schoo l s are the Sc i en t ific a nd L i t
e ra ry I nst i t u te , wh ich consi sts of preparatory , spec ia l and profess iona l cou rses .

INT E R IOR O F T H E PALAC E . CH I H UAH UA .

There are a l so departmen ts of commerc ia l , i ndustr ia l , mechan ica l , mi n i ng and

farm i ng and these embrace a very pract i ca l cou rse of learn i ng .

I n C i udad J uarez , a schoo l of agr i cu l tu re has been i nsta l l ed under the super

v i s ion o f the Government .

I ndustry i s tak i ng a fi rm hold in the State . A l l en terpr i ses have the fu l l
encou ragement and protect i on of the governmen t . There are severa l smel ters ,

a brewery , i ce and gaseous water factOry, canner i es , and i ron and stee l foundr ies .

Arts a nd crafts establ i shmen ts abound i n a l l the sma l l er c i t i es .

C h i huahua has the honor of be i ng represented i n the Cab i net by Senor Don

Enr ique C . C ree l , who was former ly the Mex i can ambassador to W ash i ngton ,

and the governor of the State . H i s admi n i st ra t ion wa s noted for the manner
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in wh i ch he endeavored to elevate the I nd ians , and create i n them an ambi t i on

to become good and usefu l c i t i zens , to own land and cu l t i vat e i t . H e wa s ca l l ed
to Mexic o to fi l l the p lace of the la te Senor Mari sca l .

Shortl y after l eavi ng C h ihuahua one approaches the sme l t i ng works of the

ce lebrated Santa Eu la l i a m i ne , wh i ch was d i scovered in 1 703 , and not far away

i s a great haci enda comp
-r i s i ng more than s ixty thousand a cres of fine land .

On tha t estate is an adobe pa lace two hundred feet l ong and one hundred and

twen ty-five feet wide . The gates and p i l l ars are of cu t s ton e , ,
fine ly carved

by nat ives . I t
'

ha s beau t i fu l towers a t the angles and a pa t i o wi th i n tha t is

as large a s the p laza of some towns and much more a ttract ive . Th is hac ienda

has a year ly crop of seventy-five thousand bushe ls of whea t and of. twen ty-five

thousand
“

bushe l s of corn .

Agri cu l ture was once the grea t resou rce of the S tate , bu t has given p lace

to m i n ing . Farm i ng is carri ed on in a pr im i t i ve way . The l and is r i ch and

a l l k i nd of fru i ts grow -in abundance . A l fa l fa produces severa l crops a year .
F i ne t i mber is found on the mounta i n S l opes .

Esca lon i s the j u nct i on poi n t wi th the Mexi can N orthern R a i lway runn ing
to the grea t m i n i ng d i str i cts of S ierra Moj ada , seven ty-e ig h t m i les east of one of

the largest carbonate camps

i n the -world .

Paso del N orte , now

known as C i udad J uarez in

th i s S tate , is the connect i ng

l i n k between E l Paso ,Texas ,

and the repub l i c . I t gets its

name from Ben i to Juarez ,

the fi rst presi den t of Mexi co

and dur i ng the . occupat i on
“

of Me xi co C i ty by Maxi

m i l i an i t was the seat of

RESI DENCE 0 1= SENOR DON ENR I QUE .C . CREE L , C H I H UAH UA. governmen t .

The peop le of th i s c i ty

have stood foremost and served as an examp le for the ir
'

pa trio tis m and loyalty and

i t was to them that Be n itoJ ua re z owed h i s great ass i stance of food and money i n

1 865 , when the L i bera l cause wa s passi ng through dark and uncerta i n t imes .
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super ior to tha t made by the Mexi cans of the presen t day , and genera l ly orna

m en te d wi th angu lar figures of
'

b lue , red , brown , and b lack , on a red or wh i te

ground . The best spec imens command a h igh pr i ce i n Ch i huahua and neigh

bori ng towns . On the summ i t of a m ounta i n abou t ten m i les from Casas Grandes
are the rema i ns of a n anc i en t Stone fortress wh i ch may have been I ntended a s

a lookout .

Santa R osa l i a i s famous for i ts hot S pr i ngs , whi ch for curat i ve propert i es

are c la im ed by those who have used these waters , to exce l any known spr i ngs i n

Ameri ca . They are espec ia l l y noted for thei r wonderfu l propert i es i n cases of

i nflammatory rheumat i sm and a l l b l ood and ski n d i seases

J imenez i s a c i ty of abou t n i ne thousand i nhabi tants a nd i s the ra i lway

Sh i pp ing po i n t for the r i ch si lver m i nes of the Parra l and Guanacev i di str i c ts .

Archaeo logi sts find th i s town i n terest i ng on accoun t of the enormous meteor i tes
found here . The greatest ones p i cked up are now i n

'

the N a t iona l Schoo l of

Mi nes in Mexi co C i ty .

PART O F T H E ARCHWAY O F TH E O LD AQUEDUCT , CH I H UAH UA .
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i s one of the most beau t i fu l in the country . A superb gran i te pen i ten t ia ry , bu i l t

and managed in accordance wi th the la test deve lopments and improvemen ts i n

that l i ne , i s great l y admi red by vi s i tors . An en t i re square is covered by the

governmen t pa lace,wh i ch wh i l e somewhat resembl i ng the nat i ona l pa lace i n the

C i ty of Mexi co , i s even more harmon ious and elegant i n i ts arch i tectu re .

Capta i n J uan de Oriate founded the Vi l la de l Esp i r i tu San to de Guadal aj ara ,
wh i ch name wa s g 1ve n to the town i n comp l imen t to Guzman ,

whose b i rthplace

wa s the Span i sh c i ty of Guada laj ara i n N ew Cast i l e . But the s i te then chosen

proved undesi rab le , and a year or two l a ter the town was removed to the Va l l ey
of T lo ca tlan , not by the free cho i ce of the townsfol k , b ut by the

'

o rd e r of the O i dor ,
where , by a royal cedu la of the emperor , C har l es V . , dated N ovember 8, 1 53 6 ,

i t was gran ted a coa t of arms a s a c i ty . Bu t th i s sec
'

ond s-i-te became the more

d i stastefu l the
'

lon g e r they
-rema i ned in i t , and espec i a l l y because they were

exposed to the frequen t and crue l assau l ts of the wi ld I nd ians .

C o m m is s iO-ners were appo i n ted to choose a si te and dec ided upon a fa i r va l

l ey ca l l ed A tam azac ; and eigh t days la ter a l l t he towns lk
'

we n t ou t together

i n good order and in tha t fa i r va l ley made the i r-home . I n th i s Sp i r i ted fash i on .

was the presen t Ci ty of Guada laj ara founded i n the year of ou r Lord , 1 541 .

I n th i s c i ty i s the cel ebra ted
“ Assumpt i on of Muri l l o , wh i ch belongs to the

ca thedra l and hangs in the sacr i sty . I ts au then t i c i ty is not a mat ter of doubt .

The foundat i on of th i s ca thedra l was la id in 1 548. The presen t bu i ld i ng
wa s commenced i n 1 5 6 1 , and the corner stone wa s l a i d i n 1 5 71 , by B i shop Aya la .

The bu i ld i ng was Comp leted i n 1 6 1 8. I ts towers were thrown down by the earth

quake of 1 818, and the c lock between the towers wa s badly i nj u red . The in

te rio r i s r i ch in decora t i ons and pa i n t i ngs . The two towers of th i s cathedra l

are whol ly un l i ke any others in Mexi co . I n one of them is the campan i to de l

correo
”

the l i t t l e be l l of the cou r i er , wh i ch rang on ly i n the announcemen t of

some importan t event . Another be l l ca l l ed San C l emente , wa s i n former t imes
rung dur i ng a thunderstorm to ward off l igh tn i ng . A n i mportan t adj unct to

the cathedra l i s the Sagrar i o , a comparati ve ly new structu re , commenced i n

1 808, and comp leted in 1843 . The chu rches a re numerous and interest i ng

h i stor i ca l l y . I n l oya l ty to the chu rch , Guadalaj ara is second to no other c i ty

in
“

Mexi co and makes good its c la im -by works of char i ty and mercy .

On e of the most famous of the i nst i tu t ions of Guada laj ara is the H osp i c io .

The bu i ld i ng is an i mposi ng one of W h i te s tone , handsome and att ract ive , coveri ng
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a n ent i re square , a nd con ta i n i ng twenty-five pat i os or cou rts , wi th foun ta i ns ,
flowers , shru bs , pa lms and trees , from wh i ch echo the me lod ious reverberat i ng

songs of ch i ldren and b i rds , wh i ch seem to touch the hearts of all vi si tors , a nd to

embody a lm ost a l i fe in i tse l f . Th i s i s not a hosp i ta l , as i s popu lar ly supposed ,

bu t a home for the poor of a ll
'

a g e s , from the baby i n the crad le to the aged

neari ng the grave . The i nst i tu t i on i s admi rab ly managed under au thor i ty of

the State of Ja l i sco . Ch i ldren are taught a l l that may be lea rned i n schoo ls

of the h ighest order , a nd as they grow o lder they l earn some usefu l occupat i on

in the h i gher arts and sc iences . The product of the i r labor i s offered for sa l e i n

support of the Hospi c i o and i nc l udes some of the most exqu i s i te embro ideri es and
laces , made by the gi r l s .

The pub l i c square and j ard i nes in Guada laja ra ar
'

e pret ty and wel l-kept .

Twice a week a nd o n Sundays an exce l len t band d i scou rses sweet mus i c i n the

p laza , a ttract i ng a large crowd of peop le . There the best soc i ety and the pret

tie s t young lad i es are seen . By common consen t the sexes and c lasses separa te

o n the promenade . The i nner or wider promenade i s reserved for the better c lass .



41 4 MEXI CO

The gen t lemen keep in l i ne on one side and i n 'one d i rect i on wh i l e the lad i es do

the same in an Opposi te d i rec t ion, the two streams passi ng each other constan t l y .

The plaza is a beau t i fu l garden su rrounded by magnificen t bu i ld i ngs .
On one s ide is the governmen t pa lace , on another , the ca thedra l , and on the other

two sides are l ong rows of portal es , wi th the i r gracefu l arches . Guada laja ra

is one of the brightest of Mex i can c i t ies and has many charms wi th i n its gates .

T he governmen t bu i ld i ng ha s a modern a i r that is pleas i ng ; its stucco i s co l ored

a l i gh t gray , and i ts wh i te tr imm ings a re jd e c id e d ly agreeab le to the eye .

The Ameri can C l u b is the genera l meet i ng p lace for Ameri cans of the c i ty
and vi c i n i ty . The C oun try C lub , j ust organ ized , is composed of Amer i cans and
other fore igners , as wel l a s a number of Mex i cans . The French and German
co lon i es i n the c i ty have thei r respect ive c l ubs .

There a re two chu rch congregations of Ameri cans and E ngl i sh— the Un ion
C hurch and St . Marks

’ Ep i scopa l Mi ss ion . The Method i sts, Congregat iona l

is ts and Bapt i sts ma inta i n m i s s m n schoo l s and chape ls .

ST REET SCEN E . GUADALAJARA.
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Chapa la , where there a re some famous hot spr i ngs and a fine new hote l of modern
equ i pmen t ca l l ed t he R i bera C aste l lanos . Th i s resort i s very conven ient to

Guada laj ara . N o l m o re charm i ng e xcurs ion fo r a lover of beau t i fu l scenery can

be found i n a l l Mexi co than around th i s beau t i fu l l ake . For water-fowl shoot i ng
dur i ng th e f a l l and wi n te r mon ths and for sa i l i ng and bath ing dur i ng the en t i re

yea r , these shores are del i gh tfu l . Most a l l the members of Mexi can soc i ety find
themselves there du ri ng Ho l y W eek and. other ho l idays . The Preside n t goes on

h i s year l y hun t i ng tr i p to these parts , accompan i ed by h is s on and some members

of h i s cab i net and i n t imates .

“ H e i s noted “

for h is powers of endurance , often ou t

str i pp i ng the others in h i s arden t quest for game .

S an Pedro i s the favor i te su bu rb of Guada laj ara where the famous pottery

ware i s made . Th i s ce lebrated pot tery is known the wor ld over .

Th i s i s a r i ch agr i cu l tu ra l and fru i t-growi ng country , produ c in g large crops

of wheat , corn and sugar , a nd the finest oranges tha t grow in the repub l i c .

La Piedad , o ne of . the qua i n t o ld places , has a popu la t ion of some eigh t

thousand . La Barca 18a c i ty of twe l ve thousand peop le
,
s i tuated o n the L-erma

or San t iago R i ver , near where i t empt ies i n to Lake Chapa la . F i fty m i les west
of La Bar-ca and fifteen mi l es east of Guada laj ara , at the sta t i on of E l Cast i l l o ,
a tramway conveys passengers to the famous Fa l ls of J uanacat lan, j ust ly ca l l ed

the
“

N i agara of Mexi co . The r iver at th i s po i n t p l u nges over a prec i p i ce s -ixtye

five feet in heigh t to
t h e ro c ks “be l ow ,

mak ing a p ictu re of

g rand e urand i n terest

wel l worth see i ng .

S ixteen m i les be

yond La Barca l i es
Ocot l an . Th i s pret ty
p lace is on the R i ver

Su la , a short d i stance

above its j u nct ion

wi th the Lerma . The

sta t i on i s connected

wi th the town by

TH E H o s m c ro . G UADALAJARA , street cars
,
Wh i ch
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ru n to the bridge j ust above

the steamboat l and i ng .

Ocot l an i s s i tua ted on a

p la i n wh i ch sl opes sou th

ward a few mi l es to the shore

of the lake . W i th i ts pret ty

p laza
,
i ts beau t i fu l chu rch

sp i re , i t s porta l es , and two

br idges , Ocot l an i s very p i c

ture sque .

A te q uis a i s in s igh t ha l f

a m i l e away on the left .

A te quis a hac ienda has mi les

of wheat-fields , hundreds of oxen and other an ima l s a nd thousands of men a t
work on i t s farms or ranches . H ere are the headquarters of the vast estate

,

storehouses , corra l s , workmen
’

s homes , mi l l s , hosp i ta l s , schoo l houses and a

church , bes ides the pr i nce l y res i dence of the owner . There are other fine
hac i endas , and among those may be found the most cord ia l hosp i ta l i ty i n

the wor ld . The l i fe of a coun t ry gent l eman here is tha t of a herm i t , i n the

tota l absence of a l l soc i ety in the near ly unbroken so l i tude tha t su rrounds

h im . For l eagues and leagues there may be no hab i ta t i on bu t h i s own ,

the nearest v i l l age may be d i stan t ha l f a day
’

s j ou rney over an a lmost im

passab l e road . Bu t he is
“

monarch of a l l he su rveys ,
”
a ki ng among h i s

farm servan ts and I nd ian workmen . N oth i ng can exceed the i ndependence of

h i s posi t i on .

Cap i ta l i sts who seek a su re and product ive i nvestmen t for thei r money

shou ld take i n to accoun t not on ly the r i chness of the so i l , the m i ldness of the

c l imate and the thousand at tract ions offered by life ' in that zone , bu t a l so the

assu red importance of Guada laj ara a s a ra i lway cen tre of fi rst rank wi th fac i l i
t i es for transporta t ion of its var i ed products rap id ly , not on ly to the pri nc i pa l

markets of the repub l i c bu t a l so to those abroad , for wh i ch i t wi l l have seven

or e igh t po i n ts of ou t let .

One of these products tha t wi l l seek speedy exporta t i on wi l l be the mi nera l

wea l th of J a l i sco , wh i ch ex i sts i n grea t quan t i t i es and wh i ch possesses a r i chness

of wh i ch there i s now bu t l i t t l e known .

PAT IO O F T H E AMER ICAN CONSULAT E . GUADALAJARA .
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There are more than two hundred and fifty mi nes , the g reater nUm b e r
bei ng of s i l ver wi th some traces of go ld , three or fou r of gold , some of copper ,

and others of qu i cks i lver , i ron , l ead and other meta l s .

The c i ty of Guadala j ara has had for many years a-mi n t i n constan t act iv i ty ,

co i n i ng s rlve r and gold from the mi nes of J a l i sco .

Min i ng i n Ja l i sco is i n its i nfancy and awa i ts on l y the energet i c and dec i s ive

actio n of compan i es wi th suffic i en t cap i ta l to aston i sh the con t i nen t wi th the
fabu lous r i ches of its vei ns , many of them as yet un tou ched .

Guadal aj ara wi th its constan t sunsh i ne , its sk i es even b l uer than those of

far-famed I ta ly , and its mel low , gen i a l warmth , is one of the mos t beau t i fu l

garden spots of the wor ld .

The i n tel lectua l condi t i on of J a lis co i s u p to the standard of modern t i mes
and l i fts the peop l e i n to a state above the ord in ary . The schoo ls are of the

b est , the Sta te and the c i t i es spend i ng large sums of fnon ey on them , s o that

the pr imari es are bei ng extended even to the d i stan t ranches , wh i l e the second

ary and profess iona l schoo l s rank among the best i n Mexi co . J a lis co
’

s l awyers

have at ta i ned the h ighest repu ta t ion , her doctors command the respect of a l l ,

her engi neers have a tta i ned nat i ona l fame and her
“

Sem i nar io de lo s Ob i spos

(Semi nary of the B i shops) is known everywhere as havi ng graduated some of

the most notab le of . the Mexi can c l ergy .

LAKE CHAPALA. JAL IS CO .
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V I EW PORF I R IO D IAZ TUNN EL . GUANAJUATO .

CHAPTER XXIX

CI U AX[NI -M , L) IL' XTO

H E pecu l i ar s i tuat i on of Guanaj uato , the capi ta l c i ty , wi th i ts c rooked and

i rregu lar streets and i ts fortress-l i ke houses , makes i t l ook very anc i en t

a nd feuda l , a nd , odd ly , amid a l l th i s ant iqu i ty stretch the wi res of the te le

graph and tel ephone , l i nk i ng the o ld c iv i l i za t i on wi th the new i n a way tha t i s

st rangely paradox i ca l . The heart of the c i ty i s the P laza de Mej ia Mora
,
where

there i s a tab l et wh i ch states tha t here wa s born Ben i to Leon Acosta , Mexi co ’s
d i st i ngu i shed engi neer and m a n of sc i ence .

I t i s one of the qua i n test and most de l igh tfu l p laces i n the wor ld
,
a wa l l ed

c i ty among the mounta i ns , set u pon the sides of heigh ts so steep tha t the houses
421
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seem to c l i ng to the rock , a nd that a mi sstep m igh
'

t prec i p i ta te one into the m idst

of the p laza th ree or fou r hundred feet be low .

Th i s lovely , bewi lder i ng spot i s fu l l of lanes and archways and
"

wi nd i ng

market-p l aces , where the p i ctu resque peop le seem to be s e l l i ng every oddi ty

imagi nab l e . The upper ba l con i es of the beau t i fu l homes are gay wi th awn i ngs

and flowers ; th e o ld chu rch of the J esu i ts wi th i ts fine arches of soft p i nk stone

and carvi ngs l i ke lace-Work i s magnificen t ; the overhangi ng h i l l s showbr i l l i an t ly
aga inst “the b l ue s ky wherever one tu rns ; th rough a hundred d i fferent arches

E L CARMEN CH URCH . CE LAYA .

some vi s i on of s l ender—pi l l ared i nner cou rts ,

bri ghtwi th b lossoms and fresh greenery , co n

tinua lly flashes ou t .

The cl i mate of Guanaj uato i s temperate ;

no extremes of hea t or co ld . I t is a land of

bl ue ski es and fresh breezes ; the atmosphere

is c lear and invigorat i ng . Mel low sun l igh t

pou rs its flood of go ld o n fru i tfu l fie lds . The

forests are r i ch in t imber of great va l ue .

Guanaj ua to is one of
_the o ldest m i n i ng re

g ions of the N ew W or ld . On ly one-fou rth

of the area of the State has bee n sc i en t ifica l ly
exp lored

, and yet there are a l ready over th ree

hundred mi nes perfect l y stud i ed and capab le

of giv i ng good profi ts .

The celebrated mines of Va lenc i ana , d is

covered in 1 770, and abandoned du ri ng the

W ar of I ndependence , i n 181 0 , had up to tha t

t i me produced two hundred and seven ty-on e
mi l l i on do l l ars . Baron de .H um b o ld t, on h is

vi s i t to Guanajuato , found a shaft e igh t hun

dred feet deep .

5He made a spec ia l study of
these m i nes , an accoun t of wh i ch is to be

found in h is records .

The earl i est set t l ers were the Tarascan I ndians who , upon arr iv i ng here ,
found a large stone i n the shape of a frog , of

'

wh i ch they. made an i do l , and they

named the si te of th e fu tu re c i ty. Guanaj uato , or the H i l l of the Frogs . I t wa s
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are used sandstone of d i fferen t co lors . The effect of these combi nat i ons i s beau t i

fu l beyond descr i pt i on , and a l l these var i ed mater i a l s are the products of the imm e

d iate loca l i ty . A wal l , con ta i n i ng over forty thousand cub i c metres , ha s been bu i l t ,
measu ri ng on e hundred and s ixty-s ix metres i n th i ckness a t

.

the base , or founda

t i on
, a nd twenty-fou r a t the upper part . The ,

maximum heigh t i n the i n ter ior I S
th i rty-th ree metres a nd eighty-e igh t centi metres.Th i s dam conta i ns one mi l l i on

s ix hundred thousand cub i c metres of water . On accoun t of the short d i stance

from the cap i ta l , on ly abou t three m i les , and the d ifference of the hei g ht of the

ground
,
the '

Ci ty of Guanaj uato lS supp l i ed wi th water enough for a l l i ts needs
and i t wi l l be poss i b l e to estab l i sh hydrau l i c motors of ca l cu l ab l e usefu l ness .

The pi ctu resque and dangerous stream wh i ch churned its way
“

th rough

the cen tre of the town causi ng many t imes grea t d i sasters by floodand wrecki ng

propert i es at d i fferen t i n terva ls no l onger wreaks th i s damage a s Guanaj uato

is now protected from th i s in u ndat ion by a wonderfu l tunnel ca l led the Po rflrio

D i az . I t is the work of Governor Joaqu i n Obregon G onza l ez , who has cau s ed

s o many i nnovat i ons a nd improvements i n the c i ty .

TH E MANUEL GON ZAL E Z DAM , GUANAJUATO.
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CHAPTER XXX

.
A

. 1
, 7

U I l l-fil
t

)

H E old rea lm of C o l ima was founded by the Aztecs , who made p i lgr images to
th i s part of the count ry th i nki ng to find a p lace to estab l i sh the i r empi re .

The i r cap i ta l was s i tuated in Cojitlan abou t twen ty m i l es from the coast . Under

the domi n i on of Spa i n i t was a much larger terr i tory than i t now compri ses .

I n 1824 i t formed part of the State of Ja l i sco , in 1 83 6 i t was i nc l uded i n the Sta te

of Michoacan , bu t i n 1 846 , i t became a terr i tory of the repub l i c . Du r i ng these

d i st i nct epochs i t was governed fi rst by sub-delegates and l a ter by j efe-po l i t i cos ,
many of whom were fore igners . Owing to . the remoteness from the seat of

governmen t there were many abuses of the peop le and the lack of transportat i on

was a great drawback to the i r progress . Fo l low ing the downfa l l of Santa Anna ,
Genera l C omonfort occup i ed the Plaza de C o l i ma in 1 85 5 , after havi ng conquered

Zapot lan , now the c i ty of Guzman . I n 1 85 6 ,
the popu lar movemen t of Ayu t la

obta i ned a genera l benefi t to the country and theW a r of R eform wrested the en t i re

republ i c from the cr i pp l i ng grasp of the chu rch and started the peop le i n a career

of advancemen t .
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ST RE ET SCEN E . COL I MA .

The geograph

i c a l pos i t i o n i s

good and has been

of grea t va l ue to

C o l i ma i n he r

progress .

The port ' of

Manzan i l l o , wh i ch

i s a na tura l har

bor , i s an o pen

door to all fore ign

trade a nd la te ly

the estab l i shmen t

of i mportan t com

merc ia l i n tercourse

has gi ven the coun

try fln e
’

opportun i

t i es . Every resou rce wh i ch natu re has so boun teously bestowed i s cu l t ivated .

W i th ambi t i on and the l i bera l e duca tio n
'

of the peop l e th i s S tate ranks as one

of importance . The san i tary cond i t i ons have great l y improved through the
vigi lance of the Federa l governmen t , a nd a l l danger of fever tha t was once a
drawback to C o l i ma has been

,

wiped ou t . There i s a constant i nflux fro m
'

a ll

parts of the repub l i c and fore i gn i mmigrat ion is stead i ly increas i ng” One of the

l argest co lon i es is composed of staunch and represen tat ive Germans.

CATH EDRAL , COL lM '

A .
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the mu l t i-co lored c louds tha t fleck the sk ies above form a str i k i ng con trast to

the deep and dangerous looki ng barrancas .

From the cold a i r of the vo l can i c count ry to the warm tropi ca l c l i mes , every
veg etat ion known ex i sts and the r i chness of the products canno t be excel l ed .

The Vol cano of C o l ima , wh i ch i s forty mi l es from the capi ta l , i s e leven thousand

eigh t hundred a nd e ight feet h igh . I t has been i n erupt ion si nce 1 869 . The

beau t i fu l s i ght of th i s moun ta i n wi th its c louds of fi re and smoke , i ts mo l ten
lava runn i ng down the sides , can be wi tnes sed for many m i les .

R ES I DENCE O F COLON E L EDGAR K. SMOOT , MAN ZAN I L LO.

The largest lakes are C uyu t lan ,
wh i ch is nav igable , San

.

Pedr i to , north

of Manzan i l l o , and the C a labazo and A lcuzahue , in the mun i c i pa l i ty of I xt la

huacan .

A t the port of Manzan i l l o the government has bu ilt a sp l end id breakwater
and the harbor i s one of the finest i n the wor ld . The coasts bathed by the grea t

Pac ific are ragged and dangerous , bu t there are some fine p leasure resorts , notably
C uyu t lan , where many fami l i es go du ri ng the months of March, Apr i l and May .

I n the forests woods of -a l l k i nds flou r i sh . A mong them re c ino us , medi c i na l ,

and dyewoods are found in great profus ion .



COL IMA

The governmen t of th i s State i s noted

for i ts l i bera l and progress ive a t t i tude .

Pub l i c benefi ts supply suffic i en t funds for
hospi ta l s and a l l establ i shmen ts of char

i ty a nd protect i on . The nat i ona l ra i l

ways of Mexi co un i te Manzan i l l o to the

i n te r i or and have been of grea t benefi t

to the commerc i al cond i t i ons . The te l e

phone system i s wel l estab l i shed b e

tween the ports and the cap i ta l a nd

many branch l i nes extend to the ne ighbor

i ng hac iendas .

The last census shows s ixty-five thou
sand one hundred and th i rty i nhab i tan ts .

I n the c i ty of Co l ima the pr i nc i pa l bu i ld

i ngs are very imposi ng and beau t i fu l .

The Governmen t Pa lace , the Santa C ruz

Theatre , the Market de la Madr id, the COL I MA I N E RU PT ION .

Po rflrio D i az H i gh Schoo l and the Ca the
dra l are among these . The new Po rflrio D i az H ospi ta l i s bei ng bu i l t on a very
approved p lan .

S i nce the or i gi n of the State there have been twenty-eigh t governors
,
some

el ected by popu lar vote and

others as subst i tu tes . The pres

en t governor , S e fio r L i cenc iado
Enr ique O . de la Madrid , has

been e igh t years in office and
h i s sp l end id admi n i st ra t i on has

regu l ated the dest i ny of the

State .

H e was born i n the C i ty of
Co l ima on the 22d of March ,

1 862
, and comes from one of the

most d i st i ngu i shed fami l i es on

S UM M IT OF COL IMA VOLCANO . the west coast . H IS h igh mora l
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a t t i tude and h i s sp l end i d execu t ive ab i l i ty have ca used the people of h i s State

to rea l i ze that the re i ns of governmen t cou ld find no better hands for gu idance
than h is . Besides numerous pub l i c works a nd great improvemen ts i n c i t i es

and ports , on e of the g reatest events du ri ng h is gubernator ia l per i od i s the

Open i ng of the ra i l road wh i ch un i tes the coast to the cap i ta l of the nat ion . On

the 1 2th of D ecember , 1 909 , Genera l Po rflrio D i az forma l l y opened th i s ra i l road ,

ass i sted by the Vi ce-President , Senor Do n R amon Corra l , S e fio r Don Leandro
Fernandez , Governor de la Madrid and many d i st i ngu i shed peop le .

PAC K T RA IN O N T H E ROAD TO COL I MA .
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EN TRANC E MAZAT LAN .

CHAPTER XXXI

f “ . f
—

fl
I

f V ‘ P P H 1

c E T h h i

“ X XL b it l
‘

H E R E is a lways i n terest in observi ng the progress of a peop l e , thei r gradua l
conquest over evi l cond i t i ons and the i r energy in removi ng a l l obstacl es

wh i ch stand i n the way of advancement . The demonstrat ion of strength and

determ i nat ion wh i ch resu l t in t r i umph , st imu la tes the energi es of men of a l l coun

t r i es , and the grat ificat ion that is ga i ned through overcoming d ifficu l t i es becomes

a natu ra l pr ide . Th i s exampl e the Mexi can nat i on ha s shown to the wor ld .

S I NALOA owes a grea t part of her progress to the peopl e . The actua l g ov

e rnm e n t, compr i sed of sons of the Sta te , i s a body of men of act ion and i n tel l i gence ,

a nd the wel fare of the cou n try i s thei r fi rst cons iderat i on . A l l publ i c works
and improvements are j ea lousl y protec ted and every class of enterpri se , minera l ,

commerc ia l , mari t ime , i ndustr ia l , educat iona l and agri cu l tu ra l a re prosecu ted

to the fu l l exten t of poss i b le development .

As a mar i t ime State she possesses a wonderfu l fu ture . Mazat lan has become

a great Mex i can port of the Pacific and i s in c lose compet i t i on wi th the port of
43 3
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Vera C ruz , though nei ther are r i va l s , on accoun t of their geograph i ca l posi t i ons .

The count ry i s wel l suppl i ed with banki ng and commerc ia l fac i l i t i es and vast

GO V E RNO R 13 1150 0 REDO , S INALOA .

enterprises for l and develop

men t have taken ho ld here .

R a i l road servi ce and qu i ck

commun icat ion wi th the Pa

c ific have given S i na loa a

wider scope , develop i ng Wi th.

greater rap idi ty a l l th i s west

ern stretch of terr i tory wh ich

has h i therto been confined to

a sma l l area .

The Sou thern Pacific

R a i l road connects the Un i ted

States wi th the port of Maz

at lan and opens one of the

r i chest undeveloped mi n i ng

and agr i cu l tu ra l sect i ons in

the coun try . I n a few years

S i na loa , under the dom i n ion

of energet i c and e nte rpris ing

c i t i zens , wi l l become one Of

the garden spots of Ameri ca .

The minera l and agri

c u l t u ra l
‘

e l eme n t s h ave

great ly advanced and enr i ched the State and
"

she is on the road to become a
most powerfu l i ndustr ia l cen tre .

S i na loa is a mar i t ime State and compares most
“

favorab ly wi th a l l coast

terr i tori es . The situat i on between the great Gu lf of C a l i forn i a and the Pac ific

i s most env iab l e and a l l act ive m
'

ovements of. commun i cat i on are pract i ca l and

conven ient .

The mi nera l zones that have been exp lo i ted . are famous throughou t the

world for the i r r i ches . There are many prec ious meta l s in the p i ctu resque

mounta i ns and j udgi ng from the prol ificproduct ion of the rel at ively few en ter
pri ses now at work , a ri ch and i nca l cu lab le fortune awa i ts the prospector .
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E l Dorado i s one of the finest sugar p lan tat ions i n the republ i c . I t is

l ocated on the S an Lorenzo R iver . I t i s connected wi th the mai n l i ne of the

TH E HARBOR . MAZAT LAN .

Sou thern Pac ific by a branch from Qu i la . Th is
'

hac ienda 1s equ i pped wi th the

best mach i nery and produces fine cube Sugar .

The wri ter spent some days a t E l Dorado and wa s the rec i p i en t of most

charm i ng cou rtes i es and was i n i t i ated i n to the in tricac ie s
'

of sugar-maki ng .

La Au rora hac ienda i s in
'

the ou tsk i rts of the c i ty of C u l i acan . Th i s sugar

estate has been under cu l t ivat ion for years and is noted for its pur i ty of product .

The name of R edo has been assoc i ated wi th the S tate of S i na loa for over

ha lf a cen tury . Senor Joaqu i n R edo , the fa ther of the governor , founded many

i ndustr i es , among them sugar factor i es , stee l p lan ts , and i ron foundries , and i t is
natura l that Senor D i ego R edo takes such an i n terest i n the State h is forefathers

hel ped to bu i ld . H e i s one of the most progress ive m en i n the repub l ic and

has done so much for the advancemen t of every enterpri se in h i s S tate that he

i s l oved a nd respected by a l l , from the humblest peon to the greatest states

man . There is no doubt that the young governor , who not forty years o ld ,

ha s set the pace for energet i c and modern advance m e n tf H e has taken the
in i t i at ive in promot i ng every form of fru i t cu l tu re a nd agri cu l tu ra ld evelopment .

I n the es tab l i shment of the Agri cu l tu ra l Mortgage Bank now i n con templat ion
he wi l l accompl i sh an i nca l cu l ab le benefi t to the State . I n th is movement he
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has the co-opera t ion of strong i n terests in the Un i ted Sta tes and in the Federa l
D i str i c t . Th is wi l l be a grea t acqu i s i t i on and wi l l mater ia l l y a id in the co n s truc

t i on of i rrigat ion works and other enterpri ses wh i ch are necessary to the success

of the Sta te .

The bu i ld i ng of many c i t ies i s one of the p lans of the governor and by h i s

aggres s ive at t i tude i n the actua l progress of his S tate he i s determ i ned to make

S i nal oa o ne of the most i mportan t in the Un ion . The first th i ng accomp l i shed

wi th the a id of the State l egi sl a tors was the estab l i shmen t of an engi neer i ng corps .

Th is corps costs the State abou t s i xty thousand dol lars a year and is composed of

the finest engi neers obta i nabl e . Surveys of the ent i re country are made , si tes

for c i t i es are located and the proper locat ions of the b ig va l l eys and level of the

st reams are obta i ned . I n th i s way , i t wa s d iscovered tha t the S i na loa R i ver

makes a l oop of abou t e igh teen mi l es and then passes i tsel f wi th i n a d is

tance of on ly one hundred and sixty metres . The d iv i s i on of the river i s by

a si ngl e moun ta i n r idge th rough wh i ch a tunnel i s to be bored . Th i s wi l l

PLAZA DE LA RE PUBL ICA . MAZAT LAN .

afford a suffic i en t drop to produce more than s ix hundred horse-power and a t

the same t ime supply the immediate va l l ey wi th plen ty of water for i rr igat i ng
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purposes . Through th i s means of su rvey the s i tes of some of these c i t i es ha s

been located .

Gove rnor R edo is noted for h is pol i cy and percept i on and i s a lways a promi

nent figure in ceremon ia l s whe re the d i st i ngu ished m e n of the country are ga thered
,

ST RE ET SCEN E . CUL IACAN .

and when a n ew bu i ld i ng i s ded i cated or a n ew ra i l road i naugurated ,
th is gent le

m an i s a lways presen t .

O
'

n the Open i ng of the Tucson and W est Coast of Mex i co R a i lway an im

portan t l i nk was formed in an i n terocean i c and i n ternat iona l l i ne , from the shores

of the A t lan t i c Coast to the Pacific Ocean on the west shores of the R epub l i c of

Mexi co . C i t i zens of the two g reat repub l i cs met and ce re m on 1e s befi t t i ng s o

great an occasion were held . An i n tel l igen t and del i cate tr i bu te was pa id
to the meet i ng of Genera l D i az and President Taft by Governor R edo i n

an appropr iate address , of wh i ch is given the following extract :
“

The j oyous
“

echoes of th e feasts he ld i n E l Paso and C i udad J uarez On the occasio n of the

meet i ng of our , Presidents are st i l l resound i ng in the hearts of Ameri cans and
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the old Aztec c i ty of Co lhuacan ,
_

fam ed in Mexi can h i story . I t has a popula

t ion of abou t twen ty thousand and i s rap id ly growi ng i n importance . Be i ng

one of the o ldest c i t ies i n the repub l i c , many an t ique bu i ld i ngs st i l l ex i st i n a

state of preservat ion wh i ch shows the remarkab le craft of the bu i lders centu ri es

ago . I t is i n the m idst of the g o ld m in ing d i str i c t and is the centre of extensive

trade . There are cot ton factor i es , sugar refineri es and severa l manufactor i es of

AQUEDUCT , .CUL IACAN .

great importance . The c i ty ha s a fine publ i c q are and
l

the ~ s tre e ts are very

a ttract ive . Among the pr i nc i pa l bu i ld i ngs are the Governmen t Houses , n ew
school s

,
bank i ng houses and a magn ificen t cathedra l , wh i ch has a co l l ect ion of

pa i n t i ngs of the o ld masters . The press I S we l l represented in thi s State , there

bei ng severa l i n terest i ng Dai l i es .

The fibre i ndustry has advanced wi th grea t rapidity , and some of the manu
factor i es are in a flour i sh i ng cond i t i on .

A l tata i s the Seaport of the c i ty of C u l iacan and i s the ou t let for the large
agricu l tu ra l and min i ng coun try . The export of ores, sugar and braz i l-wood
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forms the trade of th i s port . A short ra i l road l i ne connects th i s town wi th the
capi ta l .

Mazat lan i s a most important mercant i l e centre , bu t there are other c i t i es

tha t fo l l ow i t in c lose compet i t i on . There are many importan t import i ng and

export i ng establ i shments . I t i s the

most progress ive c i ty on the west coast

and has taken on the appearance of a

busy Ameri can port town .

The people are wel l educated , cu l

ture d a nd refined . The educa t iona l

system has every fac i l i ty for menta l

equ i pmen t .

The pr i nc i pa l newspaper i s E l

D ia rio de l P acz
’

fico .

One i s i mpressed wi th the beau

t i fu l approach to th i s port , the flank

i ng mounta i ns and the b l ue Pac ific waters maki ng a contrast wi th the t ropi ca l

pa lms and ferns ashore .

S i lver m i nes are found in th i s loca l i ty a nd the ch ief exports are go ld and

si lver
,
dye woods a nd fine pearl s .

PORTAL ES . CUL IACAN .

SONORA
Baron H umboldt ca l l ed the W est Coast the mi nera l storehouse of the

world .

Sonora is notab ly a m i n i ng State and covers a n area of seven ty-seven thou

sand square m i les and the m i n i ng i ndustry dates back to the t i me of the Span i sh

Conquerors . Some of the mi nes worked by them are st i l l produc i ng . Deposi ts

of gold , si l ver and copper occur i n remarkable abundance and wi th modern min i ng

fac i l i t i es have developed grea t commerc ia l i mportance
,
wh i l e hundreds of m i nes

rem ian u nworked si nce thei r abandonmen t du ri ng the revol u t ion aga i nst Spa i n

from 181 0 to 1821 . I n s i lver product ion Sonora has been surpassed by the in

te rio r States bu t from the begi nn i ng i t has held fi rst p lace as the ch ief producer

of gold and copper .

S i nce the Yaqu i d i stu rbances have been q uel l ed by the governmen t and there
can be no possi b l e chance for another ou tbreak

, o n accoun t of th e strenuous
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measu res taken to conquer th i s u nru ly tr i be , Sonora has begun to take on an a ir

of great p rosper i ty . Some of these I nd ians findi ng themselves under the ab s o

l u te control of the au thor i t i es have sett l ed down to farmi ng and mi n i ng and some

of them have j o i ned the army ; i n considerat ion of th i s schools and chu rches

have been erected fo r them . One
_

of the greatest benefi ts occu rri ng from the

establ i shmen t of peace ha s been the bettermen t of pub l i c educat ion . I t is the

obj ect of the officia l s to i mprove the school system in every manner poss i b l e ,
and a l l money formerly

.

used as a war fund aga i nst the Yaqu i is now tu rned to
the i r i n terest .

The C hamber of C ommerce has taken steps to renew publ i c confidence and

open up o ld busi ness rel a t ions wi th the sect ions of the State that have transferred

thei r operat ions to other po i n ts on accoun t of these troubl es ; the resu l t is , tha t

a l l i nact ive towns have taken on new l ife and pub l i c i mprovem ent has made

rap id str ides .

Th i s country un i tes a l l
“

the cond i t i ons necessary for happy , reasonabl e

l iv i ng . The c l imate is temperate , wa ter excel l en t and abundant and there is

p len ty of t imber . I t is a fine coun try for coffee, corn , cane and cotton and the

annua l sh i pment of bananas exceeds that of any other S tate . The agri cu ltura l

resources shou ld _be properly developed and a l though recen t improved mi n i ng

cond i t ions have made them a . secondary featu re, there is no doubt that farm

ing is to be one of the best resou rces of th is
'

rap id ly advanc i ng S tate . The

fru i t cu l ture of Sonora is gradua l l y ga i n i ng pace wi th C a l i forn ia and the oranges

from th i s part have been pronounced the finest i n th e wor ld . The fact that a l l

produce ri pens a few weeks in advance of that i n Ca l i forn ia is a good reason

for farmers to know the va l ue of th i s sect ion . The steady i nflux of. earnest
peop le anxious to cast thei r lot i n a country s o rap id ly coming to the fron t leads

one to bel i eve tha t the h i story of the p iOne e rs
'

of the Golden W est is soon to be

repeated .

H ermosi l l o , the cap i ta l of Sonora , is one of the fi rst and importan t c i t i es on
the west coast reached after le avm g Ameri can terr i tory . I t is s i tuated on the

Sonora R a i lway , wh i ch is
'

a branch of -the Sou thern Pac ific . I n a beau t i fu l

va l l ey wi th maj est i c mounta i ns tower i ng
“

i n the d i stance, th i s charm i ng c i ty

occupi es a Splend id geograph i ca l p osi t i on and is dest i ned to become the cen tre
of great commercia l and busi ness en terpr i ses . Statel y pub l i c bu i ld i ngs, grand

old chu rches , and beau t ifu l parks of pa lms and nat ive fru i ts g ive the c i ty a
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ou t i n a very a ttract ive manner w ith rust i c seats and many featu res of beau ty . A
handsome k iosk i s in cou rse of constru cti on where mi l i tary bands wi l l g ive concerts .

A l arge statue of the patriot H ida lgo stands in a square fac i ng the Bank
of Sonora , on e of the most importan t establ i shments in the State . There are many

fine banki ng and commerc ia l houses in th i s c i ty wh i ch give an idea of the pros

pe rity that reigns supreme .

The Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber of A g riculture
'

are very act ive

i n the i n terests of the State and H ermosi l l o boasts of fine i nst i tu t ions of l earn i ng
,

the idea of the governmen t be i ng to make the schoo ls of th i s S tate the best and

most advanced in the repub l i c .

One of the most important is the Col l egi o de N inas de Leona V icar1o ,

named i n honor of the great hero i ne of the R evo lu t ion . I t has a conservatory

GOVE RNMENT PALACE , H E RMOS I LLO .

of musi c , a l i brary , a gymnasi um and a branch of arts and crafts . Th is schoo l

has been Opened late ly .

The Academy for Boys is a large and handsome bu i ld i ng wi th an excel l en t
system of manua l tra i n i ng in connect i on wi th other branches . The publ ic:
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school s of the c i ty are ma in ta i ned a t a cost of e igh ty thousand dol la rs a year .

Ameri can i n terests are wel l protected by Mr . Lou i s Hostet ter , who is the Consu l .
H e i s wel l l oved by the nat ives and has the respect of a l l the governmen t offic ia l s .

H e has en larged the trade wi th the Un i ted States and h i s work i s much appre

CATH EDRAL AT ALAMOS , SONORA .

c iated . Publ i c improvements are stead i ly go i ng on . A concess ion has been
gran ted for a dam i n the Sonora R i ver , abou t ten m i les from the c i ty . Th i s wi l l

be of great benefi t to the ou t ly i ng d i st ri c ts as wel l as to the capi ta l , for there ha s

been a great waste of water that shou ld i rr igate at l east five hundred thousand

acres of land . There wi l l b e a l arger power plan t to connec t wi th the factori es

and e l ectr i c i ty i s to b e generously d i st r i bu ted .

Genera l Lu i s E . Torres , the Governor of the State , i s the Genera l of the

Mi l i tary Zone . H i s du ty consumes most of h is t ime and the act i ng Governor ,
S efio r A l berto C ubi l l as , uses grea t energy and act ivi ty in carry i ng ou t the po l i c i es
of the execut ive . Genera l Torres is one of the noted figures of Mexi can h i story .
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The governmen t of th i s State i s wi se , fear less and impart ia l and a l l the offic ia l s

are di rect i ng thei r earne st efforts toward advancement .
Guaym as is si tuated On the bay of the same nam e and is a very old c i ty .

The an t ique houses of one story constructed on a so l id basi s st i l l hold thei r own

wi th the later structures Of modern . arch i tectu re , and the contrast-between. the

two sty les is very strange . I t i s the second ci ty of importance i n the
“

S tate .

The harbor i s sa id to be one of the finest in the world . The works la tely bu i l t ,

some parts are st i l l i n construct ion , have been done at grea t expend i tu re on the

part of the Federa l Governmen t . Large vessel s can now enter the port . The

scenery su rroundi ng th i s port c i ty is very at tract ive and p leasu re-seekers from

the N orth have made i t a wi nter resort a s the c l i mate is mi l d and equable .

F i sh i ng , hunt i ng and boat i ng are
i ndu lged in by those l iv i ng here ,

and the great commerc ia l act iv i ty
grows in importance wi th each

year . I t i s the headquarters of

the Sonora Ra i l road whose com

m od ious offices
“

are very hand

some . The Pac ific Sa l t Company

is one of the most extensive in

commerc ia l importance and there

i s scarcely a
' commodi ty tha t is

no t manufactu red i n th i s c i ty.

The Custom H ouse , wi th the wi re
l ess telegraph stat ion , and the

Mari ne Hosp i ta l are importan t
bu i ld i ngs . The publ i c parks are

wel l l a i d Out and are very a t

t ract ive wi th tropi ca l pa lms and

flowers .

F i ve mi les from Guaymas is
SENOR DON ALBERTO CUBI L LAS , V ICE—GOV ERNOR Empa lme , a l i t t l e town _Of Amer

OF SONORA
icans .

"

I t is growi ng very fast .

The houses are a l l constructed of bri ck and wood and are very modern and

san i tary .
-The term ina l and mach i ne shops of the Sonora-Pac ific Rai lway
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i n Sonora the words of Ge n

era l Torres are most appro

pria te : So great i s the area ;

so vari ed the products and s o

fert i l e the so i l of the opu len t

State of Son ora that no m an

even after a l i fet ime spen t

wi th i n her borders can make

more than ment ion of her re

sou rces . Th is year Sonora is

more than ever prepared for

the fu l l est developmen t of her

h i story , owing to the s ubju

g ation of the Yaqu i s and the
consequen t set t l emen t of I n

dian troubl e . The resou rces

of S onora fa l l natura l ly i n to three grea t di v isions ; m in i ng , agri cu l tu re and

stock-ra i s i ng .

I n m i n i ng i t ha s produced m i l l ions of dol lars worth of go ld
,
s i lver , copper

and lead , and wi l l produce mi l l ions more in the new wave of progress wh i ch is

sweepi ng over the S tate . Mines wh ich have b e e n p roducin g si nce the m iddle

of the s ixteen th centu ry are b eing driven deeper and ri ch new prospects are

be i ng opened up a ll -over the

State

Stock-ra i s m g , the orig i

na l industry , suffered a severe

setback dur i ng the recen t I n

d-i an troubles , bu t i s aga i n

bei ng ra i sed to the p lace of

promi nence i t shou ld occupy

i n the wea l th-produc i ng land

of Sonora .

Sou th of S i na loa a long

the Pacific Coast l i es the Ter

rito ry of TEP IC . I t or igi na l ly RAMON CORRAL PARK , H E RMOSI LLO.
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belonged to the State of Ja l i sco bu t i t was dec lared a free terri tory duri ng the

admin i st ra tion of Genera l Lerdo de Tejada .

I ts agri cu l tu ra l prod

ucts are r i ch and a l l k i nds

of tropi ca l fru i ts grow in

grea t abundance .

The ch ief industry i s

sa l t , wh i ch i s of grea t im

portance commerc ia l l y .

The Tep i c terr i tory is

remarkab le for the number

of waterfa l l s i t con ta i ns , and

the rivers wh i ch supp ly

water throughou t the ent i re

terr i tory YAQU I IND IANS .
W h i l e the beau t i es of

sou thern Ca l i forn i a are wel l known , the imagi nary l i ne that separates from Baja

Ca l i forn i a marks no d i fference i n so i l or c l imate . I t i s a cont i nuat i on of the

same genera l featu res .

The Pen i nsu la of Lower Ca l i forn i a was d iscovered by C o rtes in 1 5 3 6 . I t is

traversed by a vol can i c range of moun ta i ns . The Jesu i ts formed establ i shments

there abou t 1 690 and i nstru cted the nat ive I nd ians in the arts of agri cu l tu re and

c iv i l i za t ion . They rema i ned there unt i l 1 767 and the ru i ns of thei r o ld m issions

are to-day exceed i ngly p i ctu resque .

A t La Paz the pear l fisheri es are very extensive and some of
_

the finest pearl s

in the world are among these deposi ts . More than a thousand d ivers are em

ployed dur i ng the season , wh i ch lasts from May t i l l N ovember .

Pol i t i ca l l y , the pen i nsu la is a terr i tory . The two ch ief c i t i es are La Paz , i n
the sou th , and Ensenada i n the north . Ensenada is an Ameri can town exceed
in g ly a ttract ive in appearance . I t is beau t ifu l l y s i tua ted in a hea l thfu l l ocat i on

and i s a natura l ou t let of grea t i n land busi ness and mi nera l wea l th .

Magda lena Bay i s one of the beau t i fu l p laces a long the Pacific Coast , and

i s su rrounded by a green country . Orch i l l a is a parasi t i c moss wh i ch hangs from

the trees throughou t th i s region , add ing a touch of p i ctu resqueness to the natu ra l

bea u t i es of the p lace . Large quant i t i es of i t are ga thered o n the seashore and i n
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the v i c i n i ty , pressed and sh i pped to Europe , where i t is used for the pu rpose of
dyei ng sea l sk i ns .

The region around Cape San Lucas i s beau t i fu l in
_
the extreme, and not far

from there l i es the p i ctu resque l i t t l e v i l l age of San Jo se del Cabo , wh i ch is a

sh i pp ing port wi th a coast custom house sect i on . The Orizaba and the Coos

Bay , steamers of the Pac ific C oas t
'

Co-m pany, stop at a l l pr i nci pa l ports , and

fu rn ish the best -possi b l e means of communi cat ion between Sa n Franc i sco and

Guaymas , Sonora .

MUN IC I PAL PALAC E , GUAYMAS
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CHAPTER XXXI I
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ORTES took an excu rs ion through Mi choacan after the fa l l of Mexi co a nd

wa s del igh ted wi th what he s aw . I t was a t th i s t ime a powerfu l and

i ndependen t S tate , i nhabi ted by one of the k i ndred N ahuat lac races . The

Span iards advanced across the State and erected a cross on the Pac ific Coast

in the name of thei r Catho l i c maj est i es . On the i r retu rn they took back samples

of go ld and C a l i forn ia pearl s , and the report of the grea t Sou thern Ocean beyond .

C o rtes wrote : Most of a l l do I exu l t i n these t id i ngs of a great ocean . For ,
in i t , as cosmographers and those l earned men who know most abou t the

I ndies i nform us are sca ttered ri ch i sl es
,
teem i ng wi th g o ld O

and sp i ces and

prec i ous stones . Even then had the Span iards begun to look on Mexi co

as a great treasu re house to be drawn upon to support the i r own extravagan t

coun try .

Michoacan l i es on the western slope of the grea t cord i l l era of Anahuac .

The terr i tory is extremely mounta i nous and i ts scenery str i k i ngly pi ctu resque ,

character i zed by enchan t i ng gorges, beau t i fu l va l l eys and vast p la i ns of fert i l e

l ands a long the banks of gl i s ten i ng streams , whose cou rse is somet imes impeded

by huge rocks , and wh i ch occasiona l l y acqu i re great rap id i ty , a s can be observed

espec ia l l y a t the Fa l l s of Ohe ndo . I ts most noted moun ta i n peak i s th
g
vol cano

4 3



of Joru l lo . The State is ca l l ed Mi choacan de Ocampo i n honor of o ne of the

great heroes of Mexican i ndependence .

The story of Ocampo adds another to the many romant i c ep i sodes of

Mexi can revol u t i onary days . H e was one of the great heroes who sacrificed l i fe
for the sake of the coun try he wa s so determ i ned to free from fore ign tyranny .

W hen he wa s captu red by the enemyand cond e m ne d to be shot h is last request

was tha t h i s hea rt shou ld be taken from
"

h is d e ad
i

b ody and carr i ed back to h i s

nat ive State . Th i s was d one
'

and the State wa s rech r istene'd M ichoacan
‘

d e

Ocampo , in l ov i ng memory
‘

of one of its greatest .heroes .

M ore l i a , the cap i ta l , was foun ded in 1 541 by the Span iards a nd rece ived

the name of Va l lado l id .

-I t s tand s upon a rocky h i l l s ix thousand fou r hundred

and th i rty-eigh t feet above the s e a . The streets are wide and regu lar ly la id ou t .

On one side
“

of the Plaza de lo s
'

M a rtire s , _
the pri nc i pa l square , stands the nob le

cathedra l and extensive arcades are a long the others : th i s i s the pri nc i pa l

busi ness cen tre . The houses are very substan t ia l ly bu i l t and the governmen t

bu i ld i ng is very handsome . The San N i co l as Co l l ege , whi ch was bu i l t in the

s ixteen th cen tu ry and remodeled in 1 868, is on e of the finest ed ifices in the

republ i c of Mex i co . By moon l igh t Morel i a is exceed i ngly a ttrac t ive , wi th i ts

fin e square , beau t i fu l st reets and houses . N ear by is the h i l l of La s Bateas ,
where by the order of Morelos two hundred Span i ards were murdered in co ld

b lood to revenge the dea th of the cu rate Matamoros , who had been taken pr i s

oner and shot by I tu rb ide .

Patzcuaro is a pret ty l i t t l e c i ty wi th S l op i ng roofs s i tuated on the shores of
the lake and in fron t of the l i t t l e I nd ian vi l l age of Jan i cho , bu i l t on a beaut i fu l

sma l l i s l and i n the midst of the lake . There are chu rches bearing the date of

1 580 . The fi rst B i shop of Michoacan , Vasco de Qu i roga , who died i n Uruapan ,
wa s buried in Patzcuaro , and the I nd ians of th i s S tate st i l l venera te h is memory .

H e was the father and benefactor of the Tarascan I nd ians , and went to rescue
them from the i r degraded state . H e not on ly preached m ora l i ty , bu t encou raged

i ndustry among them by assi gn i ng to each vi l lage its part i cu lar branch of com

merce . Thus , one was cel ebrated for i ts manufactu re of saddles , another for

its shoes , a th i rd for its bateas (pa i n ted trays) and s o o n . Every usefu l i nst i
tution of

'

wh i ch some
“

t races st i l l rema i n among them is due to th i s excel l en t

prel ate , an example of what o ne good and zea lous and wel l-j udgi ng man may

effect . The old church of Patzcuaro is handsome and ri ch in gi ld i ngs . A t the
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severa l landi ngs where there are no ra i l roads and perhaps never wi l l be . The

obj ect of the voyage on the lake , and in fact , the tr i p to Patzcuaro , is the famous

pa i n t i ng in the old chu rch at the vi l l age of Tzi n tzuntzan on the east shore of the

lake — The Entom bm en t, by Ti t ian , presented to the B ishop of Mi choacan by

Ph i l i p I I . of Spa i n . Such i s the venera t ion Of the I nd i ans for th i s beau t i fu l
pa i n t i ng tha t the b i shop ha s refused to a l l ow i t to be removed . Enormous
sums have been offered by enthusiast i c a rt-l overs , bu t the chu rch au thor i t i es

have de c l i ned to en terta i n them , and the p i ctu re st i l l hangs where i t wa s fi rst

placed by the lov i ng hands of its or ig i na l owners more than three hundred

years ago . The old chu rch is fast crumbl i ng to decay
,
and its pri st i ne glory

has departed from i t . Tz i n tzuntzan was once the cap i ta l of the powerfu l

empi re of Tarasco , wh i ch suc

ce s s fully resi sted to the last the

i ncursions of the Montezumas .

After the Span i sh conquest th i s
was the seat of the Bishopric

'

of

Tarasco and was held in h igh

esteem by Ph i l i p I I . The steamer

runs i rregu lar ly bu t need not b e

depended on for the tr i p to Tz in

tzun tzan .

Uruapan , farther west , is the

gem of the I nd ian vi l lages . I t

has a few good houses and fine
“

streets ; bu t its boast is of the I n

d ian cottages a l l s o c lean a nd snug

and tastefu l , surrounded by fru i t

trees . I n this reg ion the finest

coffee 1n the w
'

orl d is ra ised , the
“

U ruapan fb e ing everywhere rec

o g n ized a s the finest of brands .SENOR DON PAB LO ESCANDON , GOV E RNOR
MO R E LO S A number of o ld I nd1an cus

toms are st i l l kept up here, modified

by the
“

i n t roduct ion of Chri st i an doctr i nes , in the marr i ages , feasts , bu ria l s, and
superst i t ious pract i ces . The c it i zens a l so preserve the same simpl i c i ty in the i r
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PALACE OF CORTES , CUERNAVACA .

dress , u n i ted wi th the same van i ty and love of show i n thei r ornaments tha t

a lways d ist i ngu i shed them . The poorest I nd ian women s ti ll wear necklaces of

red cora l or a dozen rows of red beads .

MORELOS

C uernavaca i s s i tuated at the foot of the sou thern slope of Aj usco , where the
cold storms wh i ch sweep the Gul f Coast in wi nter can hard ly ga i n access ; hence

i t enj oys the perfect ion of a wi n ter c l i mate . I ts summer c l imate i s a l so agreeabl e ,

for i ts el eva t ion of five thousand feet above sea level prec l udes oppress ive heat .

Moreover , the ra i n i s sa id to fa l l here most l y by n ight . From th i s po i n t one has
a nearer v iew than from the c i ty of Mexi co of the great snowy summi ts r i s i ng

above forested slopes , a nd here the i n terest of the v iew is grea t ly enhanced by

the str i k i ng contrast afforded by an i ntermed iate range of bare red rock , d is

ordered masses serrated , castel la ted , a nd p i nnac led beyond descr i pt ion . Below

the town opens ou t i n to a wide va l l ey wh i ch i s green throughou t the year wi th
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plan tat i ons of cane . S tre am s .of pure water cou rse down through every street
,

and founta i ns are frequen t . To th i s qua i n t and qu i et town , verdant and shady

under bright , warm ski es , was attracted the i l l-fated Maxim i l i an and hi ther he

was won t to r ide by n igh t to h ide from assass i ns i n the th i ck wood of h is h igh

wa l l ed garden .

C uau t l a de Morelos ha s been the theatre of important h is tor i ca l events .

H ere i t was that the cu rate Morelos shu t h imsel f up wi th h is t roops un t i l
the Span-ia rd s under Ca l l ej a besi eged i t and the pr iest and h i s party were

compel l ed to abandon thei r posi t ion .

Among the at tract ions of C uernavaca a re the anc ien t pa lace of Cortés and
the famous garden of La Bo rda , on wh i ch over a mi l l i on do l lars were lav ished .

Maxim i l i an , when Empe ror , had h is wi n ter home here , as had Cortés long
before . The former l ived for a t ime on La Borda estate , and Carlota and

the Emperor breakfasted under i ts
trees and spent long days in the great

wa l l ed garden .

C uernavaca , the anc ien t Cuauh

nahuac , wa s one of the th i rty c i t ies

wh i ch Charles V . gave to C ortés , and

i t afterward formed part of the estate

of the Duke of Monteleone , repre s e n

tative of the fami ly of Co rtes , as

Marqu 1s of the Val l ey of Oaxaca ; I t

wa s celebrated by _

the anc ien t wr i ters

for i ts beau ty , i ts del igh tfu l c l imate ,

and the strength of
_

its s i tuat ion . I t

was the capi ta l of. the Tlahu i ca na t ion ,

and after the conquest Cortés bu i l t a
sp l end id pa lace , a chu rch , and a con

ven t of Franci scans , bel iev i ng that he
was l ay i ng the foundat ion of a grea t

c i ty . The conqueror
’

s pa lace is now

the government house . I t i s most p i ctu resque , stand i ng on a h i l l beh i nd-wh ich

starts up a great wh i te vo l cano . There are some good houses and the rema i ns

of the chu rch wh i ch Co rtes bu i l t , celebrate
-

d fo r
'

its fine arch .

FLY ING BUTTR ESS . CUERNAVACA .
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The c l imate i s wonderfu l . The s i tuat i on commands more grand and lovely v iews

and in greater var i e ty than any c i ty I have v is i ted in a l l my travels . C uerna

vaca wi l l , in the very near fu ture , become a very great resort and wi l l be crowded
a l l the year , for very few northerners have an idea of the c l imates of the country

and that they are even more at tract ive i n summer than at any other season .

GUER RERO

The State of Guerrero was named i n honor of Vi cen te Guerrero , who was

born at Tixt la ,
'

1 770, and execu ted at Ca ilipa , February 1 4 , 1 83 1 . Guerrero

was a mu la t to and or igi na l ly a slave . I n the struggl e for the i ndependence

of Mexi co he exh i b i ted grea t cou rage and after the death of Mi na became one '

of

the leaders of the insurgents .

The State is t raversed by the S ierra Madre wi th its many spu rs , and is con

sequen t ly very mounta in ous , its c l i mate vary i ng wi th the el evat ion from very

hot i n the , l ow countr i es to co ld i n the h igher port i ons . The so i l i s very fert i l e ;

vegetat ion , part i cu l ar ly arborea l , i s r i ch and vari ed and there are extensive v i rgi n

forests
,
conta ini ng excel l en t t imber and many spec ies of fine woods . Many of

the i nhab i tants are miners , and on the coast numbers
‘

are eng aged in pear l

fish i ng .

The fi rst cap ita l of Guerrero wa s Tixt l a Wh i ch , on its sel ect ion in 1 849 , wa s

immediatel y ra i sed to the rank of a c i ty . I t i s p i cturesquely s i tuated in a narrow

gorge of the S i erra Madre , and has not yet become of grea t importance in any

respect . I t i s five thousand feet above sea leve l and its ch i ef o ccupat i ons are

coarse manufactures and agri cu l tu re .

The presen t cap i ta l is Ch i l pan c i ngo , a few mi l es sou thwest of T ixt l a
and s i tuated on a p leasan t tab le l and on

'

the western side of the mounta i n

range .

I n J anuary , 1 902, an earthquake a lmost destroyed the o ld pa lace i n wh i ch

were a l l the execu t ive offiCe s and the Senate chamber ! and a new pa lace was bu i l t

u nder the d i rect i on of S e fio r Manuel Ga l i ndo , the
.

ch i ef eng i neer of the war

department . I t was completed in 1 906 , and wa s opened on the l t of March ,

wh i ch wa s the ann iversary of the bi rth of the great b enefactor , Ben i to J uarez .

Th is pa lace is a remarkable structu re Wi th sp lendi d recept ion ha l l s and offices.

The wi ndows and doors , the face of the publ i c c lock and many fixtures were
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brough t from the Un i ted States . A l l the furn i tu re came from the factor i es of
San Lu i s Potosi .

On e of the fi rst du t i es of the governor , S e fio r Don Damian F l ores , was to
reconst ruct the pri son , wh i ch presented a very bad aspect , be i ng in the centre of

the c i ty . Th i s pr i son adj oi ned the N orma l Schoo l for Professors , in wh i ch was

a lso the Preparatory School and the Schoo l of J uri sprudence . Th i s bu i ld i ng

wa s tota l ly destroyed by the last earthquake and i n v iew of the fac t tha t i t was

not an appropr ia te si tuat i on for a schoo l a beau t ifu l pr i son was constructed .

Th i s i s one of the most magn ificent bu i ld i ngs in the cap i ta l . I ts construct ion

wa s undertaken by two young engi neers , Carlos Baz and R afae l N aj era , under

the d i rect ion of the governor h imself , whose or ig i na l p l ans were ca rr i ed ou t by

the contractor , S e fio r Lu i s Pozz i .
The fi rst stone was l a id on a

memorabl e pol i t i ca l ann iversary ,

February 5 , 1 908, and with i n

el even months i t was i naugu ra ted .

I t i s of Dor i c sty le of arch i tectu re

wi th some changes i nd i cated by

necessi ty . The Porta les , of the

Greco-R oman sty le , are of pu rest

i n terpretat ion .

Con t i nued earthquakes , in

1 907 destroyed many publ i c

bu i ld i ngs . Among the most im
portan t was the C i v i l Hosp i ta l .
A n ew a nd modern . bu i ld i ng of

the most approved sty l e now oc

cup ie s the s i te of the o ld hosp i ta l .

The p lans were execu ted wi th fine

deta i l and i t i s one of the most

perfec t establ i shmen ts of th i s k i nd

in the republ i c . O ther annexes to
SENOR DO N 11 4 1 1

21
1

155 3
5 . GO V E R NO R

th i s hospi ta l are i n con templat ion
,

dest i ned to be for genera l admi n i stra t ion and the matern i ty asyl um . The c i ty

of C h i l panc i ngo wa s un i ted wi th I gua la by a n imperfec t road tha t was imposs i bl e
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to pass a t t im es wi thou t g re a t_d _a n g e r to m an and beast . The government long

apprec ia ted the grea t necess i ty of a splendid roadway . Some ra i l road com pan ies

stud ied the cond i t i ons wi th the i n ten tion of construc t i ng a road to A’capu l co

touch i ng th i s c i ty and other sm a l l v i l lages on th is s am e '

roadway. I t wa s an

impossi b le and expensive work . I n 1 905 , the la te Governor of the State pu t i n

pract i ca l construct i on the road wh i ch l ed to Mexca la by the way of X och i pa l a to

the po i n t ca l l ed Mi l p i l l as a nd whi ch retu rned to the o ld road and by th i s.deviat ion

avo ided the passage over the barrancas . Thi s work part ia l ly fin i shed reached

T H E PALAC E , CH I L PANC INGO.

the sma l l v i l l age of X och i pa la when the death of the Governor suspended a l l
Operat ions . I n 1 907 , when Governor F l ores occup i ed the office of fi rst Magi s

trate of the State he began to make a stud y of the prospect of th i s-road bei ng com

ple te d . I n order to have a successfu l ou tcome of th i s p lan he appea led to the

State for he l p— and the federat ion subs id i zed a p lan to the exte n t
"

of one thousand

dol lars for every ki lometre fin i shed ; the respect ive p lans bei ng approved the work
was begun , bei ng d iv ided i n to three sect ions , one road from Igua la to Mexca la
another from Mexca la to Zumpango and the other from C h i l panc i ngo. to Zum
pango .

On the sec t ionfrom the capi ta l to Zumpang o , the Governor h imself d i rected
the greater part of the work . W hen the road was-fin is h ed the Preside n t of the
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and far more desi rab l e than e i ther the Ca l i forn ian or S i c i l i an product . The

way w i l l soon be opened for market i ng th is produ ct in N ew York an d other

ports , when the lemon i ndustry is l i kel y to b lossom
‘ou t i n to the c h ief soi l

product of Guerrero .

The Mexi co , C uernavaca and Pac ific i s . a l i ne tha t i s to give Mexi co

standard gauge connect ion wi th the o ld and h i stor i c port of Acapu l co , wh i ther
came once the ri ch l y frei gh ted ga l leons of Span ish commerce from C h i na and

Japan . I n th is connect i on i t i s worthy of no te that the first fa i r and equ i tab l e

treaty wi th Japan in modern t i mes was made in Mexi co .

BALSAS RI VE R , iGUE R R E RO .







https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


468 MEXI CO

The great i ndustry of th is S tate is the cu l t ivat ion of hemp , wh i ch is a Spec ies
of the cact i fam i ly known as si sa l . The magn i tude and importance of th i s

busi ness can scarcely be imagi ned . The hemp grows wi ld i n great profusion

and seems to thr ive best o n barren l ots and desert sands or i n very th i n
.so i l

whe re no th ing e lse cou ld find its abode .
,A

“

henequen p lan t atta i ns its fu l l

perfect ion i s seven years . A stem Shoots ou t from the centre of i t , the l eaves
gradua l ly detach themselves in the form of an immense spear or -'Span ish

bayonet
,
wi th sharp thorns a long the edges , term i nat i ng i n a strong need le

l i ke po i n t . A ba le of henequen fibre represents the product of abou t seven thou
sand leaves . I n most places the process of mak i ng the fibre by hand is di scarded

a s unprofi tab l e , and the str i pp i ng of the l eaves is done wi th greatmach i nes driven

wi th powerfu l steam engi nes . The

scraper cons i sts of a large wheel

wi th strong b l un t kn ives around

its r im . The henequen l eaves are

pressed aga i nst th is r im a nd by

means of a lever worked by ma

ch i nery the kn 1ve s rem ove i n a n

i nstan t the pu l p which
'

cove rs the

fibre . The pu l p hav i ng been re

moved , the
’

fib re is taken from the

leaves i n long str i ps , l i ke very fine

si l k th read of a beau t i fu l green t i nt .

I t is made i n to sma l l bundles and

p laced in the sun to dry . I n the

packi ng house the. dr ied hanks are

pu t up i n to four-hundre d p
'

ound

ba les by a cotton-press . I t i s then

ready for market , Where its va l ue,

l i ke other commodi t ies, var ies .

On accoun t of the presen t lowSENOR ENR I QUE M . AR I S T EGU I , GOVERNOR
o 1= YUCATAN .

pr ice of henequen 1t 1s d 1fficult to

support the factor i es and meet the

number l ess expenses i ncurred duri ng the long period of seven years unt i l i t

reaches matu ri ty and becomes commerci a l l y va l uab l e . The farmers are now
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th i nk i ng abou t reduc i ng the area of fu tu re p lanta t ions . They are a l so con

s id e rin g the cu l t ivat ion of cotton ,
“

pochote , castor o i l p l an t , and a l l, the

products i nd igenous to the i r c l i mate .

A great i nterest i s awaken i ng i n
the manufacture of ropes , twi nes

of a l l s i zes and baggi ng of a l l de

Scr i pt ion , to such an exten t tha t

the fac tory La I ndustr ia l has been

manufactu r i ng these art i c l es for

more than a year and sel l i ng them

a t such profi t that the demand i s

greater than the supp ly . Had i t
not been for the excess ivel y low

pri ce of hemp the farmers wou ld

not have awakened to the fac t

that the t i me had come for them

to look for new cu l tu res and de

ve lop new i ndustr ies , and the fa l l

in the pr i ce of henequen has deepl y

impressed the mi nds of the growers ,

wi th the resu l t that many n ew in

dus trie s wi l l soon become establ i shed
S E NO R DO N AUGUS TO P EO N .

i n th i s S tate .

N ex t i n va l ue to henequen comes the brom e l i a p i ta , l oca l ly known as ixt l e

the anci en t Aztec name . From th i s the Mayas’ c lothes are made : i t formed
the foundat i on of the beau t i fu l feathered c l oaks of ‘Montezuma

’

s t ime . The

ixt l e fu rn ishes the poorer c lasses wi th thei r garmen ts and hammock-beds in wh i ch

they are born and di e , and the i r baskets and household u tensi l s a nd paper are

manufactured from the fibre . From the roots of the p lan t a favor i te i n toxi can t
is brewed ; the j u i ce of i ts bru i sed l eaves i s the best known remedy for wounds ;

its thorns are the I nd ian pi ns and needles . A few years ago some ixt le fibre was
sen t to England for exper imen t i n the great c loth manufactor i es and from i t some
handkerch iefs were woven wh i ch have S i n ce figu red i n severa l exposi t i ons , to the

aston i shment of a l l beholders .

W h i l e the Mexi can people are noted for thei r pol i teness a nd cou rtesy , the



Yucate cas seem to have more than thei r Share of de l igh tfu l s lm pa lia . The

women are b eau t ifu l and cu l tu red and in no part of the republ i c is the soc i a l

e l ement more remarkable than here . Merida is ca l l ed The W h i te C i ty and has

been famous for its br i l l i an t carn iva l cel ebrat ions . A t these t imes en thusiasm
and an imat i on reign supreme .

V I EW O F ME R IDA .

Merida was founded by Don Franci sco de Montej o i n The or ig 1na l
home of i ts founder is st i l l stand i ng . I t is l ocated on

'

the pr i nc i pa l p laza and is

an obj ect of great i n terest . The e ntrance
"

to th is house i
'

s a wonderfu l spec imen

of ant ique carvi ng .

The cathedra l i s one of the handsomest and largest in the republ i c and the

many beauti fu l temples are most i n teres t i ng to vi s i t . Some fine old carvi ngs
‘

of

the t ime of the Span ish vi ceroys are seen in many of these chu rches .
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regard these decayed c i t ies wi th superst i t i ous awe , and they rema i n much i n

obscuri ty because few have braved the wi lderness i n order to exp lore them .

CORR I DOR O F TH E CURAT E HOUSE , ME R IDA .

The anc ien t knowledge of arch i

tecture is proved by these m ar

ve llous structu res and amaz i ng

rel i cs . The ru i ns of Ch i chen-I tza

and Uxma l are access i b l e from

Merida .

There are two agri cu l tu ra l

chambers in Merida , La Camara

Ag riCula . N ac iona l and La
Camara A g ricula de Yucatan ,
wh i ch are do i ng grea t work i n

promot i ng the i ndustr i es -of the

State . On e of these recen t ly had

an exh i b i t demonstra t i ng the wond erfu l poss i b i l i t i es of the henequen , and among.

the numerous art i c les were baskets
,
hammocks a nd c loth ,

three widely d i fferen t

art i c l es . The fru i t and vegetab l e d i sp lay consi sted of the products of the State .

A month ly magazi ne devoted to the i n terest of farm i ng ca l l-e d E l A g ri cullor ,
is publ i shed by the C amara

A g ricula .

I n the Yucatan M u

seum there i s an i n terest i ng

col l ect ion of mono l i ths ,
statues , pri nts and other

deta i l s of the old Maya

arch i tectu re , u tensi l s and

persona l o rnaments of a

prim i t i ve and myster ious

race that i nhabi ted the

pen i nsu la . Another m u

seum wh i ch mer i ts spec ia l

not i ce i s that of th e
‘

la te

MODEL S C HOO L 'FO R BOYS , MER IDA .

B ishop De C re s ce nc 1o Carr i l l o y Ancona , who was the fi rst di rector of the S tate
Museum . F i ne parks and publ i c gardens he l p to add to its beau ty : i n one of
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these parks stands a Splend id statue of Genera l Manuel Zepeda Peraza , the grea t
patr io t of Yucatan .

S e fio r Don Augusto Peon i s the mayor of the c i ty and many reforms have been
execu ted duri ng h i s admi n i st rat i on . N ew streets a nd avenues have been opened

and schoo ls have been establ i shed . H e i s noted for h i s ph i lan thropy and the

T H E PEON CONTRERAS TH EATRE .

poor have found in h im a good fr i end . H i s fam i ly is o ne of the most d i st i n

g u ishe d in the State and he i s he ld i n great admi ra t ion and respect .

Publ i c educa t ion is given the most r igid a tten t ion . Among the most
importan t schoo ls are those of San Vi cente de Pau l , under the d i rect ion of Obras

de la E n s e nanza . These schoo l s are conducted upon month ly subscr i pt ion by

those i nterested in the Chr i st i an educat ion . I n the sc i ent ific and rel ig ious

i nstruct ion a ll the precepts of modern pedagogy are fo l lowed . The elementary

schoo l s for boys a nd gi r l s are supported by the estate of the la te Leandro Leon
Ayala . These school s are d iv ided i n to five branches wi th an i nspector appo i n ted
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FACADE O F TH E MONT EJO HOUSE , MER IDA .

cu l t ivat ion and development of the hene

quen i ndustry , S e fio r Mol i na has been fore

most in the ente rpr i se . H e i s noted for
enter i ng i n to eve ryth in g

'

w ith enthus iasm

and in the recons tru ct ion of h is S tate wh i l e

he wa s governor , he adopted the famous

system of h is ch ief magi strate , Genera l D i az ,
of less po l i t i cs and much admi n ist rat ion .

W i th perseverance , whi ch is character i st i c

of th is offic ia l, S e fio r Mol i naconsecra ted h is

a ttent ion to the i rr igat ion and i ndustry of

the State , wh i ch are importan t factors i n

the nat iona l good , and-dur i ng h is ad m in is

tration agri cu l tu re assumed spl endid resu l ts IND IAN H EMP CUT TE R .

for the supervi s ion of each . The l i terary

i nst i tu te founded byGenera l Peraza is
under the persona l d i rect ion of S e fio r

L i cenc iado D . O l egario Mol i na, who is

one of the d ist i ngu i shed s tate s m e n ‘

of the

republ i c . To th i s noted gen t leman the

S tate of Yucatan owes its wonderfu l

growth wi th i n the last ten years . H e ha s
occupi ed many h igh offic ia l posi t i ons ,

havi ng be en governor of the S tate before

assumi ng the cabi net office . H e was the

engi neer who had charg e of the con s truc

t i on of the fi rst ra i l
‘

road that w as bu i l t in

the Pen i nsu la , wh i ch connects the cap i ta l

c i ty wi th the port of Progreso .

Th i s ra i l road wa s constructed wi th

loca l cap i ta l a nd the ent i re enterpris e was

Organ ized wi th grea t success . I n the
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STA I RWAY I N T H E PEON CONT RERAS TH EAT RE .

ci t i es of the sugar i ndustry ;

Ti cu l , the centre o f the
'

co rn

region ; Ha lacho , another
poi n t famous for its rel i gious

feasts . The on ly port i n the

State i s Progreso . TheWard

L i ne '

steamers touch th i s

port and th i s company runs

excu rsi ons from the port to

Merida , giv i ng the passen

gers a gl impse of th i s un ique

part of Mexi co , retu rn i ng to

the steamer in t ime to con

tinue thei r voyage .

M r .W . P . Young , of the
N ew York and C uba Mai l

and Steamsh i p Company ,

has formu lated plans for excurs ions to Yucatan on a twenty-day tou r to s e e
the ru i ns and enj oy the wonders of a sem i-trop i ca l c l i mate duri ng the wi n ter

mon ths . Th is i s an exce l l en t opportun i ty for the studen t or travel l er .

ARCH BU I LT TO CE LEBRATE TH E CENT ENN IAL , ME R IDA .
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seen i n the v i c i n i ty of Campeche . The c i ty has severa l chu rches and conven ts ,
a museum conta i n i ng interest i ng abori gi na l rel i cs , a theatre and severa l

schoo ls and col leges . I t has a beau t i fu l a l ameda
,
embel l i shed w ith

'

a lleys . of .

orange trees and Seats of the nat ive
I

'

m arb le . The port is defended by three

fortresses .

C armen has the best harbor on the coast , and is one of the l east .known

ports . Large quant i t i es of mahogany are fe l l ed in the i n ter ior and floated down

the stream to the port .

The commerce of Campeche was , under the Span i sh colon ia l system , i n a

most flou ri sh i ng state ; bu t i t is now confined most ly to sal t , sugar , h ides, hene

que n and art i c l es manufactu red from i t . Logwood and other dye s t
‘

uffS
'

a re

PALACE OF JUST ICE , CAMPECH E .

st i l l exported in quant i t ies , bu t the c igar i ndustry is greater . The Campeche

c igars are made from Tabasco tobacco and are often so ld in foreign markets for

the H avana product .
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Between Merida
,
the cap i ta l of Yucatan , and Campeche , there i s a

ra i lway l i ne wh i ch connects the two c i t ies . Th i s i s a del igh tfu l rou te on

accoun t of the magn ificen t scenery . R i ch forests fi l l ed wi th t imber a nd val u

abl e dye-woods extend throughou t the

State . Th i s is one of the ch ief exports ,

findi ng a ready market i n Eu rope and the
Uni ted States .

The governor of Campeche is Senor

Garc i a Gua l , whose i n terest in h i s State

is very ev ident . H e i s hand i capped by
many difficu l t i es in the c l i mat i c i nfluences ,

dist i nct l y of the t ropi ca l be l t , bu t h i s ad

mi n i strat ion has been remarkabl e for the

improved san i tary condi t i ons and the sp i r i t

of advancement he has i nst i l l ed i n to the

mi nds of h i s peopl e .

Publ i c educat ion i s the fi rst step of

the Mexi can on tak i ng the rei ns of a gov

e rn m e nt. Schools and a l l benevo l en t ih
s titution s have in the governor an abl e

advocate , and he carr i es h i s p lans of recon STATUE OF H'DALGO CAMPECH E
stru ct ion and enterpr i se wi th a fi rm hand .

The latest-formed Terr i tory of Mexi co , Qu in tana R oo ,
l i es between the

State of Campeche and Guatemala . The i nhab i tants are pr i nc i pa l l y Maya

I nd i ans , that race tha t ha s been so troublesome to the Mexi can Governmen t .

The language is most ly I nd ian and they seem to Sh ow no d i sposi t ion to speak

Span i sh , or to become used to the forms of modern c iv i l i za t i on . Most of the

i ndustr ies consi st of hand-work a nd I nd ian crafts , bu t the Terr i tory i s r i ch in

val uab l e woods , and many tropi ca l fru i ts . There are some good tobacco d is

tricts and the country ‘

b id s fa i r to become a good agri cu l tu ra l sect ion . The

pol i cy of the admi n i stra t ion of Genera l D i az i s c lear ly demonstrated in the

sp l end id manner in wh i ch the Federa l Governmen t ga i ned contro l over the unru ly
tr i be of I nd ians i n th i s Terr i tory .

On account of the cond i t i on of the country the popu la t i on and the area have

not been ascerta i ned . Mi l i tary contro l makes i t secu re that there wi l l be no
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more ou tbreaks such as have h i therto threatened peace and l i fe . I n sp i te of the

character i st i cs of these I nd ians , the towns are wel l equ i pped wi th schools .

TABASCO

Tabasco is the great fru i t g rowm g S tate . I t stretches a long the coast of
the Gu l f of Mex i co and has become great ly developed wi th i n the last few years

by var ious colon ies from the N orth : The popu la t ion is l argely composed of
peacefu l I nd ians , a l though many foreigners have yi elded to the tempta t i ons

that the r i ch and abundant resources have offered . There are m any lagoons

and i n l ets a long the coast , and the I slands of Laguna Carmen and
‘

Pue rto

R ea l . The surface i s flat except i n the sou thern port ion
,
where i t r i ses toward

the moun ta ins of C h iapas . There are two nav igabl e r ivers , the Usumaci n ta

and the Tabasco . There is a large amount of freig h t sh i pped on these

Streams , as they are the pri nc i pa l thoroughfares of the S ta te . A n unusua l

amount of mahogany and other usefu l woods abound . A l l t rop i ca l products
are extensivel y cu l t ivated and magn ificent

opportun i t ies for further developmen t are

offered .

The cap i ta l and l argest c i ty is San

J uan Bau tista . C o rtes and the Span i sh

army discovered Tabasco and ma de a

landi ng there before they wen t on to

Mexi co .

-I t was then a very popu lar

p lace , wi th the better houses bu i l t of

stone and l ime and the others of mud

or adobe . The i nhabitants , the Tabas

can I nd ians , gave proof of super ior re
fine m e n t as wel l a s unusua l va lor . Thei r
stou t resistance , however , did not preven t

Co rtes and h i s Sold iers from fina l ly ga i n
GEN E RAL ABR

g
H

F

A’tABBfig
‘

gg
t A ' GOVERNOR i ng and captu ri ng the coun try

“

i n the

name of the C rown .

Many of the Span i sh conq uerors set t l ed in Tabasco ; others, in the cord i l l era

toward the ri ch S l opes and va l leys of Oaxaca .
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Th i s country un i tes a l l the cond i t ions for happy , reasonab le l i vi ng . I t i s

a fine coffee , corn , cane and cotto n country
_and the annua l sh i pmen t of bananas

exceeds that of some of the larger trop i ca l State s .

Th e cap i ta l , San J uan Bau t i sta , is on a n is l and of vo l can i c
.

or ig i n thrown up

in the m i dst of the a l l uvia l. p la i n of the Gr ija l-Va , abou t s ixty-five mi l es from.

the sea . I t ha s a popul ation of
“

about fourteen thousand and i s provid ed with
stre et ra i l roads and a fi rs t-c lass e lectr ic light plant wh i ch furn i shes extensive

servi ce . More than a m i l l ion . dol lars have been pu t i n to new bu i ld i ngs s i nce

1897 , abou t
"ha lf of. that amoun t hav ing been i nvested by foreigners . This

c i ty is noted for its rap id advancemen t a nd great prosper i ty . A l though a t
certa i n seasons i t is excess ively hot there seem s to be a brac i ng i nfluence , for

the streets have a n a i r of act iv i tyand

the Shop s seem a lways busy .

The Governor of Tabas co , Genera l

Abraham Bandala , i s a ha rd-W ork i ng

and able funct i onaryto whose heart the
i n terest of the peop le under h is care is

ever the first considera t i on . H e is o ne
of the. great sold i ers of the Mexi can

W ars and h i s record is emblazoned on

the
‘

h istory of the cou ntry .

CH IAPAS
The genera l aspect of Ch iapas i s

very un l i ke that of N orthern Mexi co .

There i s very l i t t l e barren co'untry , the

medi um and lower regions bei ng covered

by forests of va luable woods wh i l e the

cu l t i vated parts show fields of a l l k i nd s

and abundance of crops . Through the

ports of Tonala and San Ben i to , on the
Pacific , the r ich d i str i cts of Tona la and

Soconusco can be reached
'

and from the former port the towns of Tuxt la , C h iapa

and San C r i stoba l are access ib l e by means of an au tomobi l e roa d .

Ch iapas is the most sou thern State in the Mexi can repub l i c .

STATUE O F JU AR E Z . S AN JUAN BAUT I STA .
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C ommerce i s the most importan t i ndust ry of th i s S tate , wh i le agr i cu l tu re

wi th i n the last few years has made rap id strides and has added mater ia l l y to the

PAR K IN S AN JUAN BAUT ISTA .

weal th of the State . On the Pac ific S i de coffee i s extensivel y cu l t i vated a nd there

are severa l sugar-cane plantat ions , as wel l as tobacco fields .

E l Sa l to , headquarters for the department offic ia l s , i s s i tuated on the Tu l i j a

R i ver .

S i nce the conquest of Mexi co by the Span i ards , the cacao of th i s d i st r i c t

has been famous . Large amounts of forei gn capita l are streaming i n to the coun
t ry for i nvestment .

Tuxt la-Gu t ierrez i s the cap i ta l and the res idence of the State offic ia l s . I t i s

the best trad i ng town , bei ng i n commun i cat ion wi th a l l sect ions of the State .

A wel l constructed au tomob i l e road connects Tuxt la wi th the Port of Tona la and
the branch near the coast extends to the Tehuan tepec R a i lway . Splend id roads

connec t the cap i ta l wi th the towns of S uch ia ta a nd Ch iapa and the p la i ns tha t

fo l l ow the left side of th e C h iapa R i ver render the country access i b le as far a s

Guatema la .
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N ew co lon i es are be i ng exp lo i ted and hundreds of thousands of acres of la nd

are bei ng bough t by sett lers .

To the governor of the State , Senor Don R amon R ebasa , is given cred i t for

the close attent i on to the extensi on of
,

pub l i c roads and the encou ragemen t of

educat ion .

I n the open ing of the ra i l road extensi on from San Geron imo,o n the Te huan

tepec road , to Tapachu l a -in Ch iapas , another l i n k in the great Pan-Ameri can
R a i lway was comp leted . The i naugu rat ion on May 5 , 1 908, wa s made the

occasi on of g reat rej o i c i ng i n the State of C h iapas , bei ng pres ided over by the
governor and ce lebrated wi th e nthus 1as m by the i nhabi tants .

PAROCH IAL ' CH URCH . CH IAPA .
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of the padre
,
who comes to pay a short ca l l , is eagerly sought by old and young .

I n mat ters perta i n i ng to rel ig i ous educat ion the Mexi can
"

ch i ld is reared i n r ig id

form . H e i s taugh t to hold i n reverence a l l the church feasts , and the precepts
of the pri est in charge of the pari sh are fa i thfu l ly fol l owed .

Carmen Day has been a great rel i gious feast for six hundred years in the

C athol i c ca l endar . H undreds of homes are annua l ly made happy wi th v i si ts
and gifts to the Carmens , who are remembered by thei r fr i ends . S in ce Madam e

D i az has been the first lady in the land , C armen Day has b een more popu lar

than ever
, a s i t is the feast of her patron sa i nt .

Every town in the repub l i c has its p laza , wh i ch I S a lways la id ou t wi th beau
t ifu l flowers and shrubs, wi th wa l ks go i ng around the square wide enough to
permi t many people pass ing back and forth . I n the even i ngs and on Sundays

the Mun i c i pa l Bands render popu lar

musi c and the young fo l ks promenade for

severa l hours . The young m en take one

d i rect ion and the s e fio rita s the opposi te

s o they meet face to face a t every tu rn .

I n th i s way the language of the eyes pl ays

an i mportant part . Somet imes a t i ny

note is s l i pped , somet i mes a stol en word ,

by a bolder asp i ran t .

The arch i tec tu re of the Mexi can

house, wi th its barred windows and wel l

guarded doors tends to i nc l i ne the peop l e

to l ead exc l usive l i ves, and ye t once wi th i n

these massive porta l s the beau ty and l ove

of the home l i fe are seen
'

in many ways .

The custom of the master p lac i ng h is

house and everyth i ng i n “i t a t you r d i s

posa l (es la a la d i spos zczon de us led ) is

very ple as m g to note . You admi re a
1ND1AN MA1DEN WATE R CAR R I E R . r i ng , i t iS at you r servi ce ; a horse is

'

offered you ; l et ters are dated from you r

house (la cas a d e us led ) . Some , from ignorance of the custom of these mere

express ions of c ivi l i ty , often pl ace thei r hosts in a di l emma . A charm i ng Ameri can
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l ady
,
wife of one of the grea t genera l s , once admi red a handsome fan belongi ng

to o ne of the lad ies in the offic i a l c i rc l e a nd o n bei ng told i t wa s hers accepted

i t wi th great de l igh t , much to the conster

na t i on and embarrassmen t of the senora

She carr i ed her treasu re home , bu t l ater

l earned tha t the grac i ous proffer was a

Custom of the land and retu rned the fan

wi th a d i p lomat i c note .

The market p laces are a sou rce of

grea t wonder and i n terest . H ere sma l l
tab les and b i ts of st raw matt i ng are p laced

on a l l s ides and upon these the men and

women d i sp lay the i r wares . Vegetab les ,

fru i ts , and goods of a l l descr i pt ion are

arranged in heaps , a lways w ith an eye to

system and at tract iveness . The peop le

are shel tered from the i n tense rays of the

sun by awn i ngs of c loth or matt i ng . They

are a l l po l i te , a nd wi th thei r br ig h t smi les

easi l y ga i n customers .

Together W 1th the vegetab l es or

flowers are fou nd fat , pret ty babi es wi th

black eyes , and a lways sweet and charm

in g . The flow e r-market i s a pl ace of e h

chantment , for the love of flowers i s a

strong tra i t of character i n these peopl e .

TYPE O F T EH UAN TE PEC WOMAN .

H ere are m e n and women arrangi ng

grea t bunches of exqu i si te b lossoms wi th a del i cacy of taste that i s su rpri s i ng .

One of the Easter customs i s the hangi ng in effigy of J udas I scar iot , whi ch
i s done everywhere i n the country , from the large c i t i es to the sma l l est hamlets .

Mexi cans att i re themselves in b lack duri ng Ho ly W eek , and on the Satu rday

before Easter Day these grotesque figures of h im who betrayed the Master are
brough t ou t everywhere and hanged and burned wi th a l l the contempt due to

the betrayer .

Pecu l i a r l i t t l e ra t t l es wh i ch make a cla tter represent i ng the breaki ng of

the bones of J udas are so ld on the streets on Good Fr iday .
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“

On the twenty
-firs t of August . the I ndians observe a feast in memory of

the tortures to wh i ch C uauh temoc and h is general were subj ected by Co rtes

in an effort to secure informat ion concern i ng the bu r i ed treasu re .

The laws of Mexi coprov ide for the wel fare of the I nd ians i n a l i bera l m anne r

and the best means of i mprovi ng th e ir m e n ta l a nd mora l development i s occupy

i ng the at tent ion o f the l eadi ng educa tors of the country . A soc i ety has j ust
been formed i n Mexi co C i ty for the protect ion of the I ndians . The quest ion

a s to what Shou ld be the pol i t i ca l responsi b i l i ty of the pr im i t i ve people , u ntra ined
i n i ndependen t though t and act i on , i s not easi l y d i sposed of , and bl unders wh i ch

have been commi tted by th e
most en l igh tened nat i ons i n

th i s respect prove how im

portan t is th is prob lem .

The I ndi an i s st i l l a ch i ld

in menta l and mora l growth ,

bu t he is prog re s s m g under

the ben ign influence of peace

and secu ri ty . Those who

dwel l i n the mounta i nous d i s

tricts have preserved in a l l

thei r pu r i ty the i r anc ien t
hab i ts and prim i t ive language .

I n some d i str i cts , as in

the regi on of the -S i erra , they
preserve thei r n at ive dances ,

and duri ng
_

‘

certa i n rel i gi ous

ceremon i es they execu te these

dances i n
‘

the i r temples before

the most venerated images .
'Many

'

Mexi can fami l i es

IN

I

R I DI N
'

G COSTUME— CHARRO SU I TS . are
.

Of H om e l i neage , dat i ng

back to the eigh t hundred

years
’

war wi th the Moors , when thei r ancestors were ennobled for ga l lan try of

servi ce to thei r k i ngs . Some of the best fam i l i es are very poor bu t conserve

thei r d ign i ty and posi t i on a lways .
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i nhabi tants . Everywhere whi te crosses g l eam among the trees , in sol i tary
paths , on mounta i n tops and at the Open ings of mines . Even the haystacks have
crosses fash ioned i n a rude way upon them , and bu i ld i ngs i n cou rse of construc t ion

are never wi thou t the S i gn of the cross . W herever the footsteps of m an pass ,

on rude hu ts , or barren ro cks , .the emblem of the fa ith stands , and in every ham l et
the temple of God ari ses in comparat ive sp lendor . The symbol of the cross ,

strange as i t may appear
,
was

'

known to . the Mexi can I nd ians before the comi ng

of C o rtes . There was a temple ded i cated to the Ho ly C ross by the Tol tecs in
Chol u l a and near Tu lanci ngo a rock stands , engraved wi th a cross and other
h

'

i eroglyphs or signs . Among the fa i thfu l-l ook i ng o ld trees a church will be
found , gray and anc ien t , a lways gleami ng i n th e soft l i gh t , the i nsign ia of the

C hri st i an fa i th . The I nd ian , p lodd i ng to the -nearest vi l l age wi th h i s wares

wi l l stop for a few moments to mumble h is prayers . before a cross tha t stands a t

the roadside . W herever a murder or an acciden t has Occurred rude crosses are

always planted ; somet imes i t is on ly the branch of a tree fash ioned i n a pri m i

t ive way , bu t a lways a c
‘

ross .

MEX ICAN BASKET SE L LERS .
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CHAPTER XXXVI

“ fi fi fi \ f T D
/

EW Ameri cans rea l i ze tha t Mexi co was “

discovered and sett l ed by Cortés

a -hundred years before any sett lemen t was made in the Un i ted States .

And in natu ra l advantages no other porti on of th i s marvel lous western hemi sphere
can c l a i m a place above her .

Mexi co i s the geograph i ca l centre of the earth , an i mperia l p lace i n the grea t

h ighways of the wor ld . The coun try extends between fou rteen degrees and

th i rty m inutes and th i rty-two degrees forty-two mi nu tes north la t i tude , and

between e igh ty-eight degrees fifty-fou r mi nu tes and o n e hundred and n i neteen

degrees twen ty-five minu tes of l ongi tude west of Greenwi ch .

The front i er l i ne wh i ch separates Mexi co from the Un i ted States starts near

the mou th of the R io Grande from a poi n t i n the sea three l eagues from the coast ,

fo l lows th e l i ne of the r iver to i ts i n tersect ion wi th the para l l e l of la t i tude th i rty

one degrees th i rty-seven m i nu tes forty-seven seconds N orth (at C i udad J uarez) ,

runs i n a stra igh t l i ne westward one hu ndred m i les and then bends to the sou th

to th i rty-one degrees twen ty mi nu tes, then fo l lows the para l l e l westward to one
493
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hundred and eleven degrees of longi tude west from Greenwi ch , a nd cont i nues

i n a stra ight l i ne to a po i n t a t the R io C o lorado twenty mi les from its confluence .

wi th th e R i ver Gi la , the n i t tu rns toward the north of th i s confluence and bends

toward thewest , fo l lowi ng the l i ne between Lower and Upper Ca liform a . From
C iudad J uarez westward the boundary l i nes are marked wi th two hundred and

fifty
-e igh t massive stone and i ron monume n ts . I t has a n orthern fronti er of

fourteen hundred , and a sou thern of three hund red and forty-five m i l es . I t has

a seaboard of sixteen hundred and s eve n ty
-seven mi l es o n the Gu l f. of Mex ico

and the Car i bbean Sea , two thousand and fo rty
_

on the Gu lf of Ca l i forn i a and fou r

thousand fou r hundred and e igh t on the Pacific Ocean , maki ng S ix thousand

and eighty-s ix.

Th e area of th i s imm en se re pub liC
'

i-s near ly e igh t hundred thousand squa re
mi le s . The face of the coun try is extremely divers ified . The l i t tora l regi ons are in
genera l l ow and sandy , especia l ly on the A t lan t i c side , where

-

theywere probab ly

s ub-merged at no remote period as far as the foot of the mounta i ns . I n no part

of the republ i c wi th i n th i rty mi les of the s ea does the land ri se h igher than one

thousand feet , except , perhaps , 1n C h iapas, where the cha i n of the M ex i can

Andes presents a mura l barri er fac i ng the o cean , toward wh i ch the descen t is

exceedi ngly rapid . On the railway from . Vera C ruz . to the capi tal every vari ety

of cl imate 1s exper ienced wi th i n the space of a few hou rs , and the natu ra l produc
t ions pecu l i ar to each are succe ss i vely passed in revi ew , from the sugar-cane ,

i nd igo plan t and pl an ta i n of the tro
-p i cs to the p i nes , firs , _ and l i chens of the

N orth .

The Va l l ey of Mexi co is an e l l ip ti ca l p la i n wi th an area of abou t n i ne hundred

and forty square m i l es, fr i nged on the east , sou th and west , by lofty peaks ,

some of wh i ch are act ive vo l canoes ; the fpla in may be regarded as one vast

vo l can i c hearth , roughed at i n terva ls by i so l ated h i l ls r i s i ng abrupt ly from the

surroundi ng leve l . The most el evated summi ts are a t the sou theast , whe re

Popocatepet l and I z tacc i hua t l tower maj est i ca l ly over a llf
_

the rest . So regu la r

is the great p la teau formed exc lusively by the broad ,undu la t ing, fla ttened crest

of the Mexican Andes , and so _gent le are the slopes where de press ions occu r that

the j ou rney fro-m Mexi co to Santa Fe,N ew Mexi co , m i gh t be performed i n a
fou r-wheel ed veh ic l e .

There are seventeen m oun ta ins é te n of wh ich are vol canoes— wh i ch are

over ten thousand feet in height
“

. Popocatepet l ranks first at s eve n te e n
'

thousand
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There is comparat ive ly l i t t l e d i fference between summer and wi n ter ,
except that one is the wet season and the other the dry . The c l imate can , a s a

whol e , be Class ified as temperate , yet the country may -b e considered as div ided

i n to three zones— the hot , the temperate , and the co ld .

The hot regi on of th i s country compri se s the Pen i nsu la of Yucatan , the
State of Tabasco , and the greater part of the S tates of Vera C ruz and Tamau l ipas
near the coast . The torr id d i str i c t on the Pac ific Ocean extends to the Terr i tory

of Lower Ca l i forni a .

The co ld d i str i c t and ' the cen tral p l a teau occupy the p la ins on the north of
the States of Mi choacan a nd Mex i co , . the Federa l D i st r i c t , the northern an d

eastern parts of the State of Pueb la , the States of T laxca la , H i da lgo , Que ré
taro , and Guanaj uato , part of J a l i sco , the State Of San Lui s Potosi , except its
western part , the States of Aguasca l i en tes and Zacatecas , and the Pla i ns of
Dii ran g o .

The h
'

ea l th i es t cl i mates
'

are , of course , the dri est ones, whether ho t
l

o r

co ld . Minera l spri ngs abound on the table lands and on the s lopes of the

cordi l l eras .

The m ean temperatu re of
.

the c i ty of Mexi co is abou t fifty-eigh t degrees
Fahrenhei t the year through . I n no other country

'

does the tempera ture

become s o much cool er after

sunset, and -one may wal k ,

a m i le ‘

eve n at noon under

the trop i ca l sun wi thou t

fat igue .

The ra 1ny season begi ns

at the en d of May and lasts

in to October . Du r i ng th i s

t ime the sun comes
'

ou t

bri gh t ly in the morn i ng ,

abou t noon p leasan t Show
e rs wi thou t wi nd or vio l ence

“ T s come up , and by sunse t a l l

is brigh t aga i n . On the

PacificC oast between the twenty-fifth and th i rty-fifth para l l e l s the case i s reversed ,

and the ra 1ny season fa l l s i n the wi n ter months . The d i fference between wi n ter
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and summer i s hard ly fe l t . I n the ra i ny season the c l imate du ri ng the day t ime

i s s l i gh t ly cool er , but a l together del ightfu l .

The soi l th roughou t Mexi co i s , for the most part , extremely fert i le . Art i
fic ia l i rr igat ion i s i n many places resorted to , and is e ffe cted by dams or cana ls .

Developed property i s est i

mated a t over o ne bi l l i on

pesos and the vegetat i on

everywhere i s magn ificen t .

Every vari ety of fru i t
known i n Eu rope or Amer
i ca i s found usua l ly growing

i n profusion . Owing to the

pecu l iar structu re of the

coun try a l l fruits ,w ith every

ki nd of garden vegetable ,

may be obta i ned i n the Mex

i can markets the year round .

The flowers of Mexi co

are among the ri chest and

most vari ed in the wor ld . On Sunday morn i ngs the streets of the cap i ta l are

l i tera l ly enamel l ed wi th blossoms of the most fragran t perfumes and most br i l

l i an t colors .

The fie ld s -in the hot d i st ri c ts a re adorned wi th the beau t i fu l green of the

tobacco , the sugar-cane , a nd the pampas grass of the coast regi on ; and the

plantat i ons of mangrove-t rees , and the bamboo wi th its branch i ng fol i age , give

shade to the river banks . I n the vi rgi n forests are gigant i c fir-trees , wi th im

mense cedars , mahogany trees , and many others r i ch in fo l iage as wel l as usefu l

for the i r fru i ts and woods . The most l uxu rian t vi nes tra i l from the h ighest

branches of the trees , and many vari et i es of orch ids are found .

I n the temperate regi ons the character of the vegeta t ion changes , bu t i ts

beau ty does not lessen . Magn ificen t forests of l iqu idamber , vari ous k inds of

oak , l au rel , magnol ia , and myrt le , cover the base of the moun ta i ns ; mosses ,

ferns , and l i chens carpet the smooth su rface of the rocks , a s a l so the rough bark

of the trees . Every da le or glen i s an orchard where one can gather the most

pa la table of fru i ts wh i l e enj oy i ng the most del igh tfu l breezes , and where the

BOUNDARY L IN E BETWEEN JAL I SCO AND T EPIC .
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s i gh i ng of the wi nds , the si ngi ng of the bi rds , and the murmur of the waterfa l l s

make sweetest musi c .

I n a coun try so teem i ng wi th fol i age and bri l l i an t flowers , the so i l is n atu r

a l l y fert i l e and product ive , because of i ts r i chness agri cu l tu re is pe rhaps the

easi est and most usefu l occupat ion .

Mr John Barret t , D i rector Genera l of the Bureau of Ameri can R epubl i cs ;
says : Mexi co i s not on ly a land of great natu ra l resou rces in the process
of u t i l i za t ion , bu t of vast potent ia l i t i es capabl e of remark

'

ab le deve l opmen t .

Mexi co has such a var i ety of natura l products , such agr i cu l tu ra l and mi ne ra l

wea l th , such mi ngl i ng of fert i l e p lateaus and val l eys wi th large t im ber areas ,
such extens i ve coast l i nes on both the Pacific and A t lan t i c s ides of Ameri ca ,
such a network of ra i lways , and , wi th a l l , such a prog re s s ive g ove rnm e n t under

the ab le d i rect ion of Genera l D i az , that few , if any, countri es ih
'

the world -have ,

i n proport ion to popu lat ion and area , better prospects and g rea ter poss i b i l i t ie s

for the fu tu re .

AVEN UE OF DATE PALMS , SONORA .

Mr . Barret t has made .a study Of a l l Lat i n Ameri ca and ha s a lways been
part i cu lar ly i n terested i n the R epubl i c of M eX 1co .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


MEXI CO

I t i s sa id to be the most wholesome dri nk in the world , and remarkably

agreeable when one has overcome the first Shock occasioned by its ranc id odor .
A t a l l events, the maguey i s a source Of unfa i l i ng profi t , the consumpt ion of
pu lque bei ng enormous , s o that many of the r i chest fami l i es i n the capi ta l owe

thei r fortune ent i rely to the produce of thei r magueys .

Of recent years Mexi co ha s come forward wi th a n ew resource
"

that

b ids fa i r to ou tr iva l the Un i ted States in Oil product ion . The o i l fields in

various parts of the coun try have devel oped to such an exten t that many

prospectors from Eu rope as wel l . a s other parts of Ameri ca have reaped grea t
resu l ts .

There 13 a cur1ous product i on of nature , the organos , whi ch resembles the

barrel s of p ip es of an organ . The plants growi ng c lose together and abou t

s ix .feet h igh and bei ng covered wi th pri ckles , make the strong est natu ra l fence

imagi nable , besides bei ng covered wi th beau t i fu l flowers .

The sugar-cane was unknown to the anc ien t Mexi cans, who made syrup

of honey and a lso from 5 the maguey , and sugar from t he sta l k of mai ze . The

sugar-cane was brough t by the Span iards from the Canary I s lands
-

to San to

Domingo , whence i t passed to C uba and
.

Mexi co . The fi rs t sugar-canes were

planted i n 1 520 , by Don Pedro de A t ienza . The fi rst cyl i nders were constructed

by Gonza lez de Velosa and the first Sugar mi l l s bu i l t by the Span iards a t that

t ime were worked by hy
drau l iowheels , and not by

horses . H umbold t , who ex
am ined the wi l l of Cortes ,
sa id tha t the conqueror had

left sugar-p lanta t ions near

Coyoacan .

There 13 no enterpr ise in

Mexi co at the present t ime

wh i ch can be compared wi th

coffee cul tu re . Mexico is

COFFEE PLANTAT ION NEA'R CORDOBA. admi rab ly adapted to Cot-
l

fee growing , and her coffee

ranks among the finest i n the world . The finest qua l i ty is produced in Co l ima ,
Oaxaca , Michoacan , Morelos, and Vera C ruz .
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The so i l a nd c l i mat i c cond i t i ons necessary to the successfu l product i on of

the coffee-berry are so pecu l ia r that , though i t grows i n a l l countr i es between the
t ropi cs , the acreage exact l y adapted to i t i s comparat ivel y sma l l . Ent i re absence
of extremes of hea t and co ld , a moi st atmosphere , fert i l e so i l , and freedom from

draugh t , are i nd i spensabl e to the product i on of remunerat ive crops .

Among the few distr i cts i n the world where the van i l l a bean grows are the
States of Ja lis co and H ida lgo , Vera C ruz , Ch iapas and Oaxaca . The exportat ion

of th i s product has g iven Mexi co an enviabl e repu ta t i on , as i ts propert i es a re

most favorably known abroad .

Tobacco i s cu l t i vated in severa l pl aces i n the States of Vera C ruz , Tabasco ,

Campeche and Yucatan . An excel l en t grade i s ra i sed and there has been a
great i ncrease in the exportat i on la te l y . I t was i n t roduced i n to Mexi co du ri ng

the C uban W a r, and c igars were made by the refugees .

To the process of manufactu re wh i ch the C uban immigran ts brough t i n to

Mex i co i s due the progress made in th i s branch of the nat iona l i ndustry .

There are favorab l e Cond i t i ons for co tton c ulture , and Mexi co migh t eas i l y

r iva l the Un i ted Sta tes and the I nd ies . The use of cotton c lothes was , in fact ,

genera l wi th the a nc 1e n tMexi cans ; and from the begi nn i ng of th i s centu ry cotton

was worth a t Vera C ruz three or fou r t imes l ess than anywhere el se .

H enequen , of a l l the text i l e p lan ts wh i ch abound i n Mex i co , i s o ne wh i ch
i s the most ass iduousl y cu l t ivated .

The Pi ta , wh i ch abounds i n a wi ld state i n Oaxaca gives a fibre resembl i ng
tha t of the ramie and answeri ng the same pu rposes . R opes made wi th Oaxaca

p i ta are fou r t imes stronger than those of hemp .

The cu l t iva t ion of the I nd ia-rubber tree has become very profi tabl e . Young
t rees t ransplanted from a forest to a cu l t i vated field in Soconusco have y ie lded

rubber for more than th i rty-fiVe years , the presen t annua l product i s averagi ng

more than fifty pounds of gum for each t ree .

The Mexi can gum deserves to be taken i n to considera t i on . The plan ts

wh i ch produce i t are found in co nsiderabl e quant i t i es in a l l the forests of the hot

d i str i cts , and espec ia l ly i n those of the States of Vera C ruz , Tamau l i pas , and Ta

basco , and on the Pacific slope , o n the coast of the States of Guerrero , Oaxaca ,

Ch iapas , Tepi c , etc . I t i s stated tha t in Tuxpan the mi l k drawn from the rub

ber trees i s p laced in earthenware j ars and wh i pped wi th a weed ca l l ed coyun tla

wh i ch i s an astr i ngen t tha t causes the m i l k to cu rd le , maki ng the crude rubber .
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The mu l berry tree , to wh i ch place i s here given because i t i s the i nd ispensabl e

complemen t of the si l k i ndustry , grows in both hot a nd temperate cl i mates .

Under the
'

co lon ia l reg im e severa l successfu l at temp ts to plan t mu l berry trees

were made i n Mexi co .

The tree g rows wi th great rap id i ty i n th i s coun try . Besides the plan tat i ons

of smal l Shoots , there have been made considerabl e plant i ngs of the m u l berry

seed , wh i ch have proved profi tab le .

The i n terest taken by Japan i n the resou rces of Mexi co was eviden t by the

number of representat ives that coun try sen t to make a complete study of the

condi t i ons , in order to i ncrease the trade between the two countr i es . A n e xhib i
t i on of Japanese arts and crafts i n Mex i co C i ty du ri ng the C entenn ia l w a s one

of the i n terest i ng featu res . I t was under the d i rect ion of the Japanese Cha rg e

d
’

affa i res , HOno rab le
‘

Kum a H o -rig o utch i,
-who has done so much to promote a

fr iendly relat ion between the two nat ions .

PACK T RA 1N W I TH SUGAR ON TH E‘ ROAD To MARK ET .
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C HAC-MOOL IN TH E NAT IONAL MUSEUM . C I TY MEX ICO .

CHAPTER XXXVI I

RU I N S

E X I CO i s pre-emi nent ly the land of mystery of the W estern W orld . I t

conta i ns abundan t traces of a c iv i l i zat ion fa r o lder than any other on th i s

cont i nent , and now tha t a key to the Maya i nscr i pt ions has been found , i t i s

reasonabl e to expect that systemat i c explorat i on wi l l resu l t in reconst ruct i ng ,

at l east part ia l l y , the h i story of a van i shed race , and th row some l igh t o n the

i n terest i ng quest ion of its ant iqu i ty as wel l a s of i ts orig i n and wi th i t g ive us

som e knowledge of
'

what i s now the preh i stor i c per iod of N orth America . I t

i s scarcely poss i b l e to overest imate the importance of Mexi co
’

s movem ent to

have the archae o logi ca l t reasu res of the country properly i nvestigated . A b i l l
has been passed by C ongress to empower Ameri can sc i en t i sts to make excava
t ions in th i s country , provided the obj ects found be d ivided equa l ly between

the two nati ons .
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The ru i ns of Mi t l a are si tuated in the State of Oaxaca . They cover many

acres of ground and are the best preserved
‘

ru i ns in '

M e x ico . . W here vanda l i sm

RU INS AT MIT LA .

has not destroyed them , the

wa l l s are as perfec t a s When

erected .

The bu i ld i ngs are very

extensive , and are m ag n ifi

cent in the ski l l and art

shown in thei r construct ion .

They were so designed as

to face a centra l square .

They were not connected

at the corners , but the cen

tre cou rt -wa s proj ec ted by

a wal l of rock and mortar

wh i ch fi l l ed “the spaces .

Each bu i ldi ng had on ly three open i ngs , a l l fac i ng the court . There were no

wi ndows orother means of l i gh t i ng the i nter ior . The wa l l s were made of a very

tenac i ous adobe , veneered

both wi th i n and wi thou t

wi th fine ly -cu t stone la id in

reg u lar. courses and i n ter

spersed wi th panel s that

are fi l l ed wi th what may be

denomi nated h erri ngbone

Work , in a profusion of pat

terns each cu t to fi l l its

part i cu lar p lace , whether a

square or a scrol l , and the

j o i nts are so perfec t that

on ly the th i nnest k i nd of

cem ent cou ld be used , and ,

after cen tu r i es of earth
SE PULCH R E , N EAR MIT LA , OAxACA .

quakes , these j o i n ts
’

are so perfect a s to ca ll forth the admi rat ion of a l l who

behold them . The l i n tels over the doorways are each of one so l id stone , and
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warriors in or i en ta l posture wi th adornmen ts and p l umes on
'

the head . An imal s
of a l l k i nds a re dist i ngu i shabl e i n these un ique carvi ngs . Severa l caves of great

importance have been dis covered , ch ief of these is the Cueva de los A m a les .

The venerabl e pyramids of San J uan Teot i huacanare the most rem arkab le

remnan ts of anc ien t Ameri can c ivi li zat ion . T heyf
w e re found by

'

the Aztecs ,
accordi ng to thei r tradi t i ons , on thei r en trance i nto . the country. The two

“

pri n

c ipa l pyramids were dedi cated to Tonatiuh, the

s un , and M extli , the moon . Theyare not infe r1o r

to those of some of the k ind re d m onum e n ts of

Egypt . They were divided i n to four. stor i es,

th ree of wh ich
'

a re n ow discern i b le . The inter iors

are composed
'

of c lay m ixed. wi th pebbles , e h

crusted
“

on the su rface wi th the l i ght , porous

stone te tzon tli , so abundan t i n . the neighbori ng

quarri es . Over th i s was a th i ck coat i ng of

stucco , res em bl i ng in i ts redd ish color tha t found

i n the ru i ns of Pa lenque . Accord i ng to trad i
t i on , the pyramids are hol low , b ut h i therto the

a ttempt to d i scover the cavi ty i n that ded i cated

to the s un has been unsuccessfu l . These monu

ments were de voted to re lig ious uses , and i t

woul d be on ly conformabl e to
“

the pract i ce of

an t iqu i ty on the eastern hem isphere that they

shou ld have s erved for tombs a s wel l as temples .

These ru i ns cover. an area
.very nearl y as

la rge as that of the presen t c i ty of Mexi co and

c i na m n zA , YUCATAN . the streets are d ist i nct ly marked by the ru i ns of

the houses .

I t has been sa id tha t Ameri ca is a land wi thou t trad itionS ,I 'w ithout poetry ,

and wi thou t cast les . I gnorance
-

i s the on ly excuse for those under th i s im

press ion ; for in Mexi co are anc ien t ru i ns of bu i ld i ngs tha t -were hoary wi th age

when the famous castl es of the R h i ne and the comparat ively young strongholds
of Engl and were in process of e re ction .

‘ Away back“

in the Midd le Ages, when
the romance of Eu rope is Supposed to

_

have origi nated , there was a c iv i l i za t ion

i n Mexi co that was even then h i stori c . I t i s an ignorance that may, perhaps , be



pardoned , si nce even ou r

wisest archae ologi sts and

deepest sc i en t ific students

of modern t i mes cannot yet

determ i ne the age or orig i n

of the most anc ien t of these

landmarks

No more i nterest i ng

peopl e for the modern stu

den t ever ex i sted than the

Aztecs , who seem to have
been the equa l i n in te lli

gence and advancemen t of

any tr i be i n the wor ld a t
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the t ime . The Aztecs were most S i ncere in the pract i ce of the i r rel i gious r i tes .
They bel ieved i n a supreme creator , i nvi s i b l e yet omn i present , bu t requ i r i ng

numerous assi stants to perform h is wi l l , each of whom presided over some spec ia l

natura l phenomenon or phase of human ex istence . They had th i rteen pr i nc i pa l

The dread H u i tz i lopocht l i , the war god of
the Aztecs , was the pa tron d iv i n i ty of the race , and myriads of human vi ct ims
and severa l hundred i nfer ior dei t i es .

PYRAMID OF T H E S UN . S AN JUAN TEOT I H UACAN.
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were sacrificed to h im yearly in count less pyramida l
.

temples throughou t the

rea lm . Quetza l coat l
,
a more b e nefice n t dei ty , was descri bed by the nat ives as

a ta l l wh i te m an ,w i th a large forehead and flowi ng beard , who taugh t h i s favored

RU INS OF PAL ENQUE . CH IAPAS.

people the art of government and the various arts of peace , forbade bloody

sacrifices and perm i tted on ly those of bread , roses , and perfumes . Th is god

of the a i r , as he was named , havi ng incurred the disp leasu re of one of the other

ch ief de i t i es , wa s -compel l ed to l eave the country , bu t on qu i t t i ng the shores

of the gu lf , he promised to retu rn , and the Mexi can a lways looked forward to the
ausp i cious day .

The ru i ns Of Uxmal , C h i chen , I zamal, Mayapan , and Labna have been ex
p lo re d by Stephens and other archaeo logists . Those of Uxmal , the most remark

able , are S i tuated abou t fiftymi l es sou thwest of Merida . They compr ise numerous

massive l imestone s tructure s
'

built on broad terraced p latforms, and a ll h igh ly
ornamented . The largest si ngle bu i ld i ng , ca l l ed . the governmen t house,

has a front of three hundred and twenty-two feet, and contai ns twenty-fou r

rooms . The most beaut ifu l structure is the house of the nuns, c omposed of



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join

