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To

Sept . 1 7x93

Entirely appr ove of your defign : but

w hilft I rejoice in the hope ofifee,

ing enthufiafm thus fuc c efsful ly ata

tacked 1 r i he r fir ongcfi and m df’c f6r m i
dahle holds

,
I would claim your m er c y

fo r her 1 1 1 ano ther quarter ; and after haw
ing expeHed her from he r rel igious dom i s

n ious
,
let m e intreat you to lezwe her in '

the undifig r bed enjoym en t of h e? c iv il

poifefiions. To own the truth
,
I look

1
‘

V OL . II. B upon
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upon enthufiafm in al l other points but
that of tel igioq , 1 9 .

be
_ .

a ver y
_

nec eflar y
turn of m ind ; as indeed it is a vein which
nature feem s to have m arked with m or e

or lefs fir eng th in the tem pera of 11 1 03;

m en . No m atter what the object is,
whether bufinel

’

s
,

‘

pleafur es , or the fine

a r ts ; whoever pur fues them to any pur

pofe m ufldo {0 con awar e
,
and im m ota

tos
, you know ,

of every kind
,
a r e al l en

thufiafis . There is indeed a c ertain height
c uing fac ulty whic h un iver fal ly

.

prevai ls
thr o’

our i
'

pec ies and we a r e al l of us
,

perhaps, in our fever al favourite pur fuits,
pretty m uch in the c ir c um fianc es of the

renowned knight of La Mancha
,
when

he attac ked the barber’s braz en bafon,

for Mam br ino
’

s golden helm et.

WH A T is Tul ly
’

s a liquid z

’

m m enfu m

whic h he pr ofeffes to afpir e

after in o r atory, but a piec e of true the

tor ical Qljx otifm ? Yet never
,
I will

ven ture to affir m ,
would he have glowed

with fo m uc h eloquenc e
, had he been

warm edWith lefs enthufiafm . I ani per



L E T T E R XL-IV. g
fuaded indeed, that nothing great or glo

r ious was ever perfor m ed
, where this

quality had not a princ ipal conc ern and

as ou r pafiions add vigour to our afi ions
,

enthufiafm gives fpi r it to our pafii ons. I

m ight add too
,
that i t even opens and

enlarges ou r c apac ities . Ac c ordingly I
have been inform ed

,
tha t one of the great

lights of the pr efen t age never h ts clown
to fiudy, ti ll he has r aj fed his m ag ina-r

tion by the power of m ufick. For this

pur pofe he has a band of infir um en ts

pl aced near h is library
,
whic h play till he

finds h im fel f elevated to a proper height 5
- 1ipon

‘which he g ives a fignal , and they

i r ifiantly ecafe.

BU
'

T thofe high conceit: Which a r e fug

gef
’
ted by enthufiafm

,
con tribute not ou

ly to the pleafur e and per feéi ion of the

fine ar ts
,

’

but to m of
’
c other efl'eé’ts of ou r

afiion and induftr y. To fir ike this {pi
ri t therefore out of the hum an c onfii tu

tion ,
to reduc e things to their pr ec ife phi

lof0phic al fitandar d, would be to c hec k
fom eof the m ain wheels of foc iety, and

B 2 to
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to fix half the wor ld
'

in an ufelefs apathy.

For [f enthufiafm did not add '

an
.

intagi
-s

nary Val ue to m oft of the o
’ojefi

‘

s of ~om z

pur fui t if fanc y did not give them their

br ightef
’
c c olours, they w ould general iy,

perhaps
,
wear an appear anc e tm

'

cfi el

tem ptihle to ex c ite defir eWea ry’

d w e/hguld liedown in dea th,

If you thought j am e an empty hr ea z
‘h
,

I Phi llis ha t a perj ur
’

d whor e. Prior .

IN a w or d
,
this enthufiafm for which 1

ani pleading , is a benefic en t enc hantiefs,
w ho never ex erts her m agick but to our

advan tage, and only deals about her fn
'

end

ly (pells in order to r aife im aginary beau

t ies
,
or to im prove real ones. The worfl;

that c an be {aid of her is, that {he is a.
kind dec eiver and an oblig ing fla tter er .
Let m e conjure you then , good Clyt ander ,

not .to break upher ufeful enc han tm en ts,
whic h thus fur r ound us on every fide

'

;

but {pare her har m lefs decept ions in m er e

c harity to m ankind. I am , SEC.
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Ta s h a 1 Lgo I a s .

Aug 5, 1 70 8

5 1 1 01 1 121} not ham: {ufi
’

er ed fo longfin

ki tetyal to intentupt, our c or r efpon

dom e“ if
~
m y exPedi tion to Euph r onius

M ootw how em 94 me for 1 11 65
3

Jafifihfkfim fii had? Ong proufiffi : to

£961 16 £0 1336; tim e wi th him 11 13m he cm

bathed gosh his:
mad 8 5 15153 3 3 not one Of thofeHudibr afiisck

fhefoeswho c hoofezto gun amay
'

one day,
that:theyq liveio:fight another, , Em s

1 1m to t r ufl; the toppor tunity ofifeo .

édg /him j i to thd vesygpiecat ious c ohi imgehy
offlm ’

retur n :: .The high
?

enjoyinenteh e

pledge to thisfi ends elm 513 11 1 11 1 1611 m aid
at leaflbe equal to i f his

1211 11511 0231 we telyde
"Bet hewil l ' undhubtedly aet as

if He had‘nothing td
’haz ar d th

'

ough at

the fr om the gener om
'

fenfibif

B 3 lir y
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l ity of his tem per
,
he feels every thing

tha t his fam ily c a
'

n fears for
h is danger . I had an infian c e whil ie I
w as in his houfe a bowm uc h Euph r onia

’

s

app r ehenfions for h is fafety a r e ready to
take alar m ufson every oc c afion She c a l

led m e one day
'

into the gal leiy
'

to1031:

upon a piétur e w hic h w as juft coni c out

of the pain ter’5 hands . but the m oment
(he c arried m e up to it, fhe1 bi1 ffiout m te
aflood of tears . It was drawn at the te

q uefi and after a de
'

fign
.

of her father’s
,

andéfi a perform ance which does grea t h
'

o

hour to the ingenious a r tifi w ho ex ec uted
i t. I Euph r onius is r epr efen ted under the
cha r

'

aéter of HeeterWhen he partsfi om
Androm ac he, who is pe r fonated 3ihfi the

-piege:1by Euphr onia t
; as her fifier ; who

holds thei r
'

little :ho
'

y in her a rm s
,
z is

'flia
dowedo ut underflthefigh r e

'

of the beauti

ful nur fe
'

w ith the.youi1 g

IWA S (0 m uc h Pleafed wi th the defign
i n this uncom m on fam ily piece, tha t I
thonght it defer ved par tic ular m ention ;
as I could with it wer et o becom e a gene

1
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r ai fafh ion to have al l piéi u r es
'

of the

fam e kind ex ecuted in fom e

i

fuch
'

m anner .

If inflead of fnr
'

n ifh ing a room with fepaf

r ate portr a its; a whole fam ily were to he
thus in troduced into a fingle piece, and

r epr eiented under fom e in ter efiing bii
’
to
l

t ic al fubjeé
’

gfui table to
‘
thei r rank and c haf

fatt er ,
‘

portrai ts
,
whic h ar e now to gene

;

i' al ly ar id fo defer vedly defpifed, m ight be
c om e of real value to the public k‘

. By thie
m ean s hifior y

-pa inting would be encou

raged am ongft us, and a ridiculous van ity
turned to the impm vem ent of one of the

r nof
’
c infir uétive

,
as w el l asas them oit pleaf

ing , of the im i tative arts. Thofe who no.

ver contr ibuted a fin
‘

gle benefit to their
own age, nor will ever be m entioned in
any after-one, m ight by this m eans em

ploy their pride and thei r expenc e in a w ay,
which m ight render them en tertaining
and ufeful both to the pr efen t and future
tim es. It would require

,
indeed

,

‘

great

judgm ent and addr el s in the pain ter, to

c hoofe
‘
and recom m end fubjeé

’
ts proper to

the various char aéter s whic h would pr e

fen t them felves to his penc il 5 ,
and un l

B 4, doubtec
’ly
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doubtedly we {hould fee m any enor mous

abfur di ties c omm i tted, if this faflfion
w ere univer fal ly to be followed, It would
c ertainly

,
however, affor d a glorious fc 0pe

to gen ius ; and probably fuppl y as, in

due tim e, i with fom e pr oduéi ions whic h
m ight be m en tioned with thofe of the

m ofi c elebr ated fchool s, I am perfuaded

tim es loft to thi s ar t, by being c onfined
to the dul l , tho

’

pr ofitable, labour of fenfe
-
r

Jefs portrai ts ; as I fhould not doubt, ifthe
1 m ethod I am {peaking of were to take3 cf
feét, to fee that very pr om ifing genius,
w ho

,
in confeq uenc e ofyour generous oi

fic es
, is now form ing his hand by the no

blefi m odels in Rom e
,
prove a

‘ rival to
thofe great m atters whofe works he is

(l ui ns‘

IT c annot
,
I think , he denied, that the

prevailing fondnefs of havm g our per fons
c opied out for pofier ity, 15, in the pr efent
appl i cat ion of i t

,
a m oft abfm d arid ufelefs

v an ity ; as
,

.

in general , nothing affor ds a

m ore ridic ulous fcene
,
than th
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m ents. There
,

is fom ething l ikew ife ex

tr em ely an im ating in thefe l ively -r epr e

fentations of c elebrated m erit ; and it was
an obfer vation

’

of one of the Sc ipio’

s
,
that

he c ould never view the figur es ofhis ah

c efior s w i thout finding his bofom glow
with the 11 1 03; arden t pafiion of im i tating
their deeds tHow ever

h
as the days of

ex emplary virtue ar e now no m ore, and
we ar e not,

"

m an
'

y of us, difpofed to trauf
m it the m oft

‘

inflam ing m odels to future
tim es ; i t would be but prudenc e, m e

thinks, if w e ar e r efolved to m ake potte
rity ac quainted with the per fons

pr efent
‘

age, that i t (houl d be by wew m g

them in the aé’tions of the pail . Adieu.

I am , 66C.
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r a ND r NG
'

thefine things

you a lledge i n . favour of the R0

m ans
,
r I l do not l yet find m yfelf difpofed

to becom e a convert
‘

to your opinion on

theaoont r a r yg I a r
'

n tfiil l obfiinatee nough

to rfiain taifi thati the fam e:of.your adm ired
nation i s mor e sdaz z l ing

'

than fol idy and

0 viz ing Mather .
‘

to
'

thofe falfe prejudic es
wh ich;weia r e early taught to c onc eive. of

’

them ;.than:to thei r r ea l
'

and intr infickm e

r it } ‘i ii deed tbe the genuine

g lor y,
of;a h ate, and ex tenfive dom inions

the m of’t infallible tefi of
’

national v irtue
i t m utt ,be ac knowledged that no people
in al l hifl or y have fo jufi a dem and of ou r

adm iration as the Rom ans. But if we

takean i m partial view of this c elebrated
nation

,

’

-perha
_

ps m uc h ofour applaufe m ay
abate;When w e c on tem plate them

,
for

infiance
,
within thei r o wn walls; what do

we
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w e fee but the dangerous convulfions of
an il l-regulated pol icy

'

as
'

welc ah feldom ,

I believe
, ‘

c onfider theui with r efpeel:
to l or eigh kingdom s

,
Withoutl izhe u tm ofl:

abhorrenc e and indignation .

o

c
’ B U T there is nothing which placest hefi
ions ofiRom u lus lower in m y efiim atiofl,Wh am m y condui t in tlie ar tiole
of theifitr ijne hs, 1 1m in confefs; m m

fam e tim e
,
that they had the fanclaion of

a
e

god) to; 1 tjufiify . them
'

in . this praflioel.
pr obed) the. Egyptian w ofifi uaftee ihis

i

r c tur it fm his Indian donqucfig gm she

fitfi inihati ceof this ungenerous ce r em onyl

But though his di v inityfwas confefied in
(m any other parts of the wonld ; wi ns eke

IT
,
is impoflible to read the defa ihtw

(911 8. of thefe arrogant exhibi tionsgofp r m
fper ity

t
,
and 1195. D6 fir uCk”Withdndig r ia»

tion at this bar barous m ethod. .of1 infflt=i
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m ttfi be ex tinguifhed z in a people,Who
could behold w ith pl eafur e the m oving
ir iflancés, whic h thete '

folem nities 3 1110t

ao
,
of the l c apr ic e of fortune ,

and eonld

fee the highefi: potentates of the ear th
'

dr agged from their thrones, to hli uptthe

um phs. . But the prevailing m ax i r n w hich
‘

r an thro’

the whole fyfiem of Rom an po

l iticks was, to encourage a fpir it of 601 1

q uefi ; and thefe honours were evidentl y
c alculated to awaken that ur ijuft princ i-r

pl e of m ii’taken patr iot ifm . Ac
'

cor dilhgly
by the fundam en tal laws of Rom e

,
hé

gener alWas entitled toa triumph, 11 11 1e

he
'

had
'

addedWe new acqu1 i
'

two to

her pofi
'

efiions . To fuppr efs a c ivil infur fir

r efiion, however dangerous ; to recover
any for m er m em ber of her dom iruons,
t ever 1m po r tan t

“

gave no c laim to this
fi1p3

'

er i 1e mark of ambitious difi inéi io
'fl.

For it w as thei r not ion
,
it Eem s

, (andVa
ler iusMax im us i s m y authority for fay

ing
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ing fo) that there is as niuc li difi
'

cm nce

between adding ' to the territories of
‘
1 1 .

c om m onweal th , and
‘

r ei
‘
tor ing thofe it

has loft , as between the aétual c onferring
of a benefit, and the m er e fr epel ling of

an injury . I t rw as but of a piece
,
indeed,

that a c erem ony conduéted in defiance of

hum an ity
,
{hould

' be founded in con

tempt of jufiic e ; and it w as natural e
nough that they fhould gain by Oppr efiion,
wha t they were to enjoy by in ful t.

I F we c onfider Paulus m il ius after
his c onquefi of Mac edon ia, m aking his
public k en try into Rom e

,
attended by

the unfortunate Pe r feus and his infan t fa
m ily and at the fam e tim e r efleét upon
ou r Black Princ e

.

when he 13a thro’

London with h is r oyal c aptive, after the

glorious ba ttle of Poié’cier s ; we c annot
fail of having the proper fentim en ts of a

Rom an trium ph .

“What generous m indWho faw the Rom an conful in all the gid

dy ex altation of unfeel ing pride, but

would rather (as to that fingle c ircum
fiance) have been the degraded Per feus

than
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¢an the trium phant l Em il ius ? There is
fom ething indeed in difir efs that r eflea s
a fort of m erit upon every objeé

’
t whic h

is fo fituated, and turns off our attent 1on

from thofe blem ifhes that fiain even the

m oft v itious c ha r aéter s. Ac c ordingly in

the ini
’
tanc e of whic h I am fpeaking, the

per fidious m onarc h was overlooked 1 n the

fuffer ing Per feus ; and a fpeétac le fo af

feéfing c hec ked the joy of conquel
’
c even

in a Rom an b r eafi. For Plutarc h afiur es

us
,
when that wor th lefs, but unhappy ,

prince w as obfer ved
,
together with his

tw o fons and a daughter, m arc hing
m idfl: the train of pr ifoner s ; nature was

too hard for c uf’tom
,
and m any of the

fpefiator s m elted in to a flood of tears .

But with what a generous tender nefs did
the B r itifh hero c onduét him felf upon an

oc cafion of the fam e kind ? He em ploy
cd all the artful addr efs of the m oft te

fined hum an ity to conc eal from his un

happy pr ifoner every thing that c ould r e

m ind him of his difg r ace ; and the whole

pom p that was difplayed upon this oc c a~

fion, appeared fingly as in tended to lighten
the
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You wi ll rem em ber
,
Palam edes, 1 am

only confider ing the Rom ans m a political
view

,
and {peaking of them m erely in

their national char after . A s to individua ls;
youknow,

I pay the h ighefi vener ation to

m any tha t fofe up am ongfi them . It

wou ld not indeed be jafi to involve Paf th'

cular s, in general r efleétions of anykind :
and I c annot but acknowledge er e I c lofe
m y letter, that though , in the artic le I have
been m en tioning , the Ron ians c c

aé’ted a m ofi unworthy part towards thei r
publick enem ies, yet they feem to have
m aintained the m oi’c ex alted notions of

c onduét wi th r efpeét to thei r private ones.

That ' noble (and m ay I not add,
“

that Chri
fiian)fentim en t of Juvenal,

Minuti
Sember et i ry

‘ir m z
'

eflanim i ex iguz'g‘uevoluptas,
was not m er ely the r efined prec ept of their
m or e im proved philofoPher s, but 9. genes

m ax im am ong them 3 anti



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 - 1 8 1,

L E T T E‘RWXLVH.

Ta O R O N T E S .

March 1 0 , 1 7216 .

a l
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1 1 E is nothing ,
perhaps, where

'

1 in m ankind ar e m ore frequently
m iflaken

,
thaa in the judgm en ts which

.

they pafs on eac h othe r “. The Pftongef

l ines
, _

indeed
,
in every m an

’

s char aé’r erfl
m ul l always be m arked too c lea r ly and

difiinétly to dec eive even the
‘

m ofi car e

lafs obfer ver and 110 one
,
I am per fir a

'

d-e'

cd
,
Was ever e fleem ed

'

in the general opi

nion of the wb r ld z as highly defic ien t in

his m oral or in tel leétual quali ties
,
whp did

’

not
‘

jugfily m erit his reputation . But I

fpfitlkfiflif Of thofe m q r e n ic e and delic ate
traits twhi ch difiinguifh the fever al degrees

‘

of probity and good
-fen ie

, and afc er tain

the q uan tum (if I m ay (0 expr efs i t) of
hum an m erit. The powers of the foul

ar e {0 often con cealed by m odef’ty, difli
denc e, tim idity, and a thoufand other
asc itim al affections ; and the tr ue com

1 plex ion
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m or al

t
j

o
g
per at ions (lepends
internal princ ipl es

from when c e they Proc eed ; that thofe
who form thei r not iOtfs of others by c ar

fual and difiant views, m ufi unavoidably
be led into very er roneous judgm en t

s “
c andour and

penet r ation ,
‘

is not
,
I perc eive

, em

tit ely fecu l' e from m ifiakes of thi s
and the fent im en tsyou eXpr ee d

letter Con cer nm g Varus, a r e by no means

agreeabl e to
'

the t r u th of his c haracter.

I '

D m ufi be aad t now i edged at the {atti c

tim e
,
t ha t Va rus is an ex c eption '

t ii all

general rules : ne ither his head 116 i his
'

index es ,
”
w hi ch ar e ufual ly fuppoihd t

i

tb“

po
'

m t directly to the genius
ofo ther m en . Thus With a

Wi ll fc ar oe ferve him for the c or ri r fi
'

on

pur pofes
i

of l ife
,
with an im agination even:

m oreflow than h is m em ory
,

and . wi th
an attention that c ould not c arry h im
thro’

the eafief’t pr opofition in Euc l id}
.

he

has a f0und and
'

ex cel lent under fianding
’

C 2 joined
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Ja med to a r efined and ex quifite tafie.

But the r eéh tude of his fentim ents feem s

to arife lefs from r eflection than fenfatioa 3
r ather from c ertain fuitable feel ings which
the objects that pr efent them felves to his
confider ation infiantlyoc cafion in his th ind,
than from the energy of any ac’tive fa
c
‘

ul ties whi ch he is capable of ex erting for
that pu r pofe. H is c onver fittion is unen
ter tain ing : for tho

’

he talks a grea t deal,
al l that he u tters is delivered with labour
and hefitation . Not that his ideas ar e

really dark and confihfed but bec aufe he

is nev er c on ten ted to c onvey them in the

tir fi wor ds that oc c ur . . L ike the orator
xyeptioned by Tul ly, m etuem na v itiqfizm

65A ; he expr eifes him felf ill by always
endeavouring to expr efs h im felf better .

H is reading c annot fo properly be faid to
have rendered h im knowing , as not ig

notan t i t has rather en larged , than filled

his m ind .

H 1 s tem per i s as fingu lar as his genius,
and both equally m ifiaken by thofe who

on ly
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aafy know him a
’

you were to

judge 61 1 11 11 11 by his
”

general appearanc e,

you would bel ieve him inc apable of al l

the m ore delicate i
'

enfations : never thelefs,

under a rough and boif
’
ter ous behaviour,

he c once
'

als a heart ful l of tender nefs and
hum anity. He has a fenfibil ity of na

tur e indeed beyond what I ever obfer vod
in any other m an ; and I have often feen

whic h would m ake no im pr efiion on a

m ind of lefs ex qu
ifite feelings. Thisex

tr em e fenfihil ity i n his tem per influences
his fpec ulations as well as his actions, and
he -hovers 'between va rious hypothefes
withou t fettling upon any, by gl vm g 1m

portance to thofe m inuter diffic ul ties wh ich
would not be fir ong enough to fufpend 11
m ore aétive and vigorous m ind. In a

Word, Varus is in the num ber of thofe
whom i t is im pofiible not to adm ire or

not to defpife ; and at the fam e tim e tha t
he i s the cfieem of al l hisfriends

,
he i s the

éonteh 1pt ofal l his acquaintanc e. Adieu.

I am ; 83C.

U h o n

L E T
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0 1 1 m ull:
“
have been greatly difir efi

indeed Qlytander w u

When you
ght

' n
of
?

c al lm g me
0

111

my ,
in the debate you m en tion: O r

w as 1 t not rather a inotive of gener ofity

Which fuggefied that defign ? and you

were willing , perhaps , I (hould (hare the

glory of a victory whic h you had already
fec u r ed.Whatever your in tention w as,

znzne is always to com ply with your te

quefis ; and I very readily;enter the lifts,
when I am at onc e

r

to c om bat in the

caufe of ‘ t r uth and on the fidc of m y
friend.

I T 1 s r iot neceiTar y, I think, in order to

efiabl i lh the
c redibility of a particular pr o.

v idehce, to deduc e it (as you r obJeétor , I
find, tE:en1 s to requ i 1 e) from known and

undifputed fafis. I (hould be ex c eedingly

cautious



4

ffi E
‘
r f a i

n t XLVIII. £3
fi fit ious in

“

poin iing
‘out in

a r e

fond of ihdulging them felves 1 1 1 deter m l

p ing the pr ec ife sates wherein they lm a

g ige the im m eéiate jn ter pofition l
ofpr ov i

den ce is difcover able; often
.

r un into theWeakefl“ and m oft infil r ious
'

fuper fh tions.

I t is nnpqfli ble indeedm un lefs w e wese

“
c apable of lm k1 ng th r o

’

the
‘
xyhoie r c ham

of things and viewinggeac h-efieét '

in
‘
i ts r e~

m ote c onneé
’

tions and final ifTues
,
to

, pr o

pounce ofany contingency, that it is abfo

'

l uteiyand 1 11 i ts ult im ate tendenc ies ei ther

good or bad. Tba z‘ c an only be known
by the g r eat au thor of nature, w ho c orn
prehends the full ex ten t ofour total ex ifi

enc e
,
and underflands the influenc e Which

every partic ula r c i r cum fianc e w in. have i n
the general ( 11 m of our happinefs. But

tho
’

the pec ul iar poin ts of div ine 1nter po
fition a r e thus nec efl'a r ily, and from the

natural im per feé
’
tion of our difcer ning fa

culties
,
ex t rem e1y dubious ; yet it c an by

no m eans from thenc e be jutt ly infer red
that thedoé

’

tr ine ofa partic ular providen ce
is, ei ther gr ounglefs or abfur d : the gene1 a l

C 4 .

princ iple



-T H E notion that the tii ater ial woild
ir gd ver ned by general m ec han ical laws,

‘

has induced your friend to argue, that i t
is probable the Deity (bould act by the

fam e rule of conduct 1n the inten
e
étual ;

and leave’m oral agen t
'

s entirely to thofe
confequenées whic h nec efiar i ly r efai t
fr om the particular ex er c ife of the1 r or

'

igi
nal powers . But this hypothefis takes a

ran ted
,
which r equires m uch

it c an be adm itted .

'

The

grand lar inc iple Whic h pr efer ves this fyfiem
of the un iver fe in al l its harm on ious or def

,

is gravity, or that property by which all
the partic les of m atter m utually tend to

each other . Now this is a power which ,
i t is acknowledged, does not efi

'

ential ly
r efide in m a tter, but m uflbe ul tim ately

.

derived from the aflion of fam e im m ate

rial c aufe.Why therefore m ay i t not r ea
fonably be fuppofed to be the effect of the
div ine

‘

agency
'

,
im m ediately and confiant

1y ope
rating for the pr efer vation of this

wonderful
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have in appear anc e ; and thav thotéfi c

e iéentswwl ’fich m M efia m fi as ea

lam ities, do in truth, M in the jufi
kale of things , defer ve to be difiinguifhed
by tha t appel lation . It 1s a noble faying

‘

of the phi lofophe r c ited by Senec a, that

ther e cannot be a m or e unhappy
1 “ the wor ld,3 than he w ho has never ex

per ienc ed adv er fity.

”
There is nothing

perhaps in Which m ankind ar e m or e apt

to m ake falfe '

ca lcula tions than in the a r

tic le both of thei r ow n happinefs and M
of others ; as there ar e few

,
I believe,

who have lived any tim e in the world
,

bu t have found frequen t oc cafions to fay
with thepoor hun ted {tag in the

'

fable, who

w as en tangled by thofe hor ns he had but

jafi beforebeen adm iring

0 m e i r zfllz' cem guz
'

m m : dem um intell igo,

Ef qua: laudam m quantum lufius babuer int

Phaad.

If we look bac k upon the fentim en ts of

pail ages, we {hall find, the opinion for
Which



?%ic lv l am contenéing has
’

btcvailed fr om

undéfibt
'

eil ly haye“enter ed
'

the world “

as

"
or ig

“

of that
‘

kir rd
'

m uff necefiar ily
‘

befohnd

e d fipon
‘
the of a part ic ular

infieed to have
' been the fav ourite e of fom e

'

of the

m ofi M inguifhed
‘

naines in . antiquity.

anny
‘

againft the Afi
'

y
'

r iahs; the
'

word
which ’

he‘ gave to h is foldier s -w as,

ETMMAXOE KAI :HI
‘EMQN ,

Jupiter the defender and c onddéter fi
’

“

an
'

d he r epr efents that princ e as attributing
fuc cefs even in the

'

fpor tsof the field, to di

Vineprovidenc e. Thus l ikew ife, Tim ole

on (as th e author of his life aflur es us)
bel ieved every aétion of m ankind to be

under the im m ediate influence of the

Gods and Livy r em ar ks of the fir ft S c ipio

Africanus, that he hever unfle r took any
im por tant affair, either of private or pub
l ick conc ern

,
withou t going to the capitol

in orcier to im plore the afiifianc e of

Jupiter . Balbus the Stoick, in the dia

logue
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loguepnthe na
'

tur c ef me gods ,
~exptefi

ly dec lares
and Cic ero him felf, in one of his c r am

cd the Rom an nation, fingly to this ani

m ating per fuafion. But none of the Q1

tients fcem to have had a fir onger im pr ef

fion of this truth upon thei r m inds, than
the im m ortal Hom er. Every page ih .

the

of that divine poet
,
Will fiu'

mfl)
pr def

s of this obfér v ation . I cannot how .

evc i' for beat' m entionm g one or two te

rnar kable inf
’
tances, whic h juf

’
t now oc cur

te m e. When the G rec ian c hiefs Gait

lotsWhich of them fhould ac cept the
c hallenge of Heétor

, the poet defc r ibés
the arm y as lifting up thei r eyes and hands
to heaven ,

and im ploring the gods that
they would di r eét the lot to fall on oneoi

"

their m oft difiinguifhed heroes :

Ad o: 3 5 11 10 7 35 25543111 ; a vw x ov,

Q 3: 1 1 ; um m v. 13m 51; 8 3a m eugwf

Z eu 77 04758, 71 AtaflazWW, 17T0350; qov,

H a ur ay Ba m hm w ohvx gva
'

m Mux qvqg .

‘

75:Wk pray ‘

w z
‘

tb m ed eya and a so

And fvo‘w: Int: ts e(g
fcm dfiom a 1{tb: 6am
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ing no hopes, he tells them fi hat any thing

broken the faith of treaties

WWagz u n
'

a

"Ftua'

a paam Mx op eos
'

a
‘
7 60 8WTl neegtov 111W?

And, indeed Hom e; har dly ever m am
his heroes fuc c eed (as his ex c ellen t t r anf
liator jufily obfer ves) unl efs they have firfl:

perpetual ly, fays Mr . Pope, ac know
ledg ing the hand ofGod in al l events

,

and afc r ibing to that alone al l the we

tories
,
trium phs, rewards, or punifh

m ents of m en . The grand m oral laid
down at the en trance of h is poem x

A 10; 3
“

sr eh ezer o B&M,
Tb? w i ll of GM

was j uffilled, runs through his whole

a Gram , {boy Al fm
'

gbly , i 1gr w ofe band i sfa te,

Oh é s , {be l ing qf éing
i
s, 61' l of j

'
ocv e.

5 Tbs t ie: af fa i tb, tbe/q z. an z a l l ia nce 570161 ,
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’

wor k
,
and J iswith

‘

al m ofl' retfii rfiablé
“

'

care
“

an

‘6 of his g r eateft w ifefi per fohi fifi

every oc cafion i” “ F?

U P ON the whole
, élytander , we m ay

fafely aflé r t
,
that thebelief of a par tic ua

la r providenc e 1s founded upon fuch prom
bable r eafons as m ay well juf

’
tify our af

fim t. I t woul d Tearc e therefore beWife
to renounce an Opin ion

,
whic h affor ds fo

fir m a fuppor t to the foul l n thofe feafons
wher ein {he fiands m oi’t 1n need of 11 1t

anc e
, m erely becaufe it is not poflible, in

qnefiion s of this kind
,
to folve ever y

difii c r il ty whi c h attends them . If i t be

highly confonant to our general notions
of the benevolenc e of the Dei ty (as high:

ly c onfonant i t fur ely is) that he ihould
not leav e fo im poten t a c reature as m an,

to the fingle guidanc e of his own prec a
r ious fac ulties ; w ho would abandon a

belief fo full of the m oi’t en l ivening con
folation

, in c om plianc e with thofe m eta

phyfic al r eafonings whic h ar e ufual ly c al

cula ted father to filenc e than to fatisfy an

hum ble
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b ?Who indeed
that heflands

unguarded by that heaven lyfluield, which
c an pr oteéi:him againfl: a ll the affaul ts of

an injurious and m alevolen t world ? The
tr uth is

,
the belief o f a part ic ular pr ov i

dence is the m ofi anim ating per fuazfion
'

that the m ind of m an c an em brac e : i t

g ives fir eng th to
‘

ou r hopes, and fir m nefs

to ou r r efolu tions ; i t fitbdaes the infb- v

la m e of pr ofper ity, and dmaw s out the

l tiflg of affliction . In a word ,
i t is like

the golden branch to whic h Virgil
’

s her oWas d irected, and affords the on ly fec ur e

paflbor t thro’

the r egions o fdar knefs and
“

I am , 6612.

L E T;
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Aug . 1 2 , 1 71 2;

I
F any thing could tem pt m e to m d i

the Latin poem you m en tion, it

I ven tur e to own
,
that I have no tafl e for

m odern com pofitions of that kind ?There
is one prejudi ce whic h always r em ains
with m e againfi them , and which I have
never yet found caufe to r enounc e : no i

true genius, I am per fuaded,
‘

would fub
m it to write any c onfider able

'

poem in a

dead language. A poetWho g lows Wi th
the genuine fir e of a warm and l ively
im agination, Wil l find the c epioufnels of

hi s own native Engli ih fca r ce fufii c ient to
c onvey his ideas in all their fir engtb and

energy. The m ofi com pr ehenfive lan a

guage finks under the weight of g r ea t
c onc eptions ; and a pregnan t im agination

difdains to fl in t the natural growth of her
thoughts to the confined fianda r d of

deified Ex pr eflion . An ordinar y genius
indeed
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acc idental]

fdund the poet deg
raded m to the par odifi.

I t i s
‘
ufuzil ly the li ttl e dealers 0 11 1 Par nafl’es ,

who have r iot a‘fufli c ientflock of gen ius
(6 lahnchout inte a ‘

mbr e enla rged c om

m erc e With theMufes
,
that hawk about

thefe c lafii c al gleanings. The 1 lw of

fl1 €fe perform ances always puts m e 1 11

ni ind of Harlequin
’

s fiuiff, Whi ch he col
lefied by bor r ew ing a pinc h out of every
m an

’

s box he could m eet, and then r c

tailed it to h is c ufiom er s under the pom

pail s title of fabac de m i l leflaw s. Half

a
‘linc from Virg il or L uc r etius; pieced out
with a bi t from Horace or Juvenal , is ge-l

'

ne r al ly the m otiey m ix ture w hich enters
into c Om pofitions of this fort . One m ay
apply to thefe ja ck-daw .

poeté Wi th
‘ their .

110 113 1 1 -feathers, what Mar tial fays to a

contem porary plagiar ifi

S tat contr a dic z
'

tgue tibz
'

tad pag ina, Phr es:

TH
'

xs
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a poet”in a dead language.

with propriet he m ufi not only
“ 3 1 7

1

that every j ng le word whic h be
authorized;by the heft Wr iters
m uft not eveh

ven tui' e to throw
t d ?

that partic ular c orfibi
10which he fihc

'

i s
i

t

i

hciii c onn
Wife he m ay r un ihtq the m

folec ifm s . To eeplaih
v lm y

an infian c e fr otnn
m odem l

Fiench words a r ena and
be m et with 1 11 their
and yet l

if a for a ggnet ,

the niceties of guage, take
of two x

e
'

ot
ds

(
I i

1 11 lom ng ver feJ 1

$ 150q be e1 p0fed to the r ifiicuie
,
not

f the Eii tiCQs; 1511 1 of thé
' tnoft or l

m echanicki ii Paris. F131 the idiom
Frenc h tongue will 110 1

12511 1 11
1

of

o
'

j uf [a r w e daflézwe, ’

but

r equires the ph r afe fiz r 119 60r d dé [21
“
r m :

1
D 2 m s
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ar e ; as they never fay

be ex tended to aIL
'

ing or dead. But
“W9 3 1 1 be Of the leaft force 1 11 de

tel
‘

m ming the idiom atick propr ieties gf
m odem Latin

tqke whéle ph
‘

r afes as he finds the
cd to his hands . Tha s infiead of aec

‘

om

m odating his ex pr eflion to his fentim ent
,

(if any he {hould have) he m ufi nec eifa

1
'

i bend his fem im ent to his expr éfiion ,
0 . "fl.

as he13 not at liberty to {hike out in to that
bd hnefs offlyle, and

c om bi ii
‘

ations (ifWhtds,
g r ace and ener gy

‘

to the
‘

th
’

oughts of ewei
'

y
true geniula

'

l
‘
r ue gen ius indeed, is as

'

m uc h
difcover ed by fiyle, as by any other diftin
é
‘

tion ; and every em inen t writer, without
indulg ing any unwarranted li cences

,
has

a language which he derives from him

Ieif, 11 1151 whic h 15 pecul iarly and li terally
h is own .

IWOU LD
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Iw oU LD r ecom m end therefore to there
em pty echoes of the an tien ts, w hich owe
their voice to the thins of Retr ie

,
the ad

viceof an old phi r to an afi
'

eé
’
ted

orator of his tm ieé
t is, faid he, 19911 676 v er bi:pr cefintibus . Let

pbets form their condui t
,
if they

m aim ers of the annen ts

but if. they w 1

m uft,be bv of the
I would not however ave you

that I ex clude al l
"

m erit from a

non of this kind . To be {killed in
'

the

mechan ifm of Latin ver fe
,
is a talent

,
I

c onfefs ex t r em ely worthy ofa paedagogues
as 1 t 15 an ex ér c ife of fingtilar adva

’

n tage
'

to
'

his pupils. Adieu.

“

I a
'

m
,

y o v u ‘

L ET,



To AMA
‘

s i l A .

P
July 8 , 1 730 .

F good m anners
‘

'Will not juf’tify m y
leaft wil l : and

you m ufi confefs, the r e 15 {bm e prudence

in not ow m ng a debt one is
' incapable of

payihg. I have the inor t ific at ion indeed
to find inyfelf engaged 1 11 a com m erce,Which I have not a fufii '

c ient fund to {up
port ; though I m ufladd at the fam e tim e

,

i fyou eXpeCt an equal rein1 u of en tertain
m en t for that which

'

your letters afford,
I know not where you wil l find a corre
fpondent. You wil l fcar c ely at leaft look
for him in the defe r t

,
or hoPe for any thing

v ery l ively from a m an who is obliged to
feck his com panions am ong the dead .

You who dwell in a landflow ingWith
m irth and good hum our

,
m eet with

m any a gallan t occurrence worthy of t e

cord : But what c an a vil lage produce
,

which
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which 1 5 m ore fam ous for r epofe than for

afi ion, a1 id 1 s {0 m uch behind the m anners
of thepr efeut age;as {har c e to have got out
of the firfipl ic ityof the fir fi? The utinofi
ofour hum our rifes 1‘ioHi gher than

‘
puii ch,

and al l that weknow ofAflém bl ies i s once
a year round out ntay-pole. Thus unqua
dified

,
as I am

,
to contribute to you r a

'

m ufe

m ent; I am as
' m i i ch at z

‘

ax lofs to fiipgly
m y .own ; a 11d am obl iged

‘tohave r ecourfi:

to a thoufand fir atagem s t o help m e
’

offWith
,

thofe l inger ing mour s, which
'

r un

fo fwift ly, it fee r ns, by you . Asone c an

not always
,

be playing at

pufh
-

pin
‘

,
I fom etim es ‘

em ploy ;1 1 1 yfelf
with 21 -1e philofophi ca l diver fion ; and

either puf fue butter-flies or hun t r hym es,

as the -weather '

and the . feafons her m i t.
This m orn ing not proving very favour a
ble to m y (ports of the field, I conten ted
m yfelf with thofe under covert ; and as I
am not at pr efent fuppl ied with any thing
better fo r your entertainm ent

,
wil l you

fiJffer m e to fet before you fonie of

m y gam e?

A TA L
'

E.
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”

1 1 !

tai
’
te ,

read) high will

fr e a k; the 331
“

01 1 Ida
’

s hfil lw 1

1 1 c ham ’
a
,

‘

a
'

s onee w ith fer ious ken.
~Ho v iew

’

d from z thenee thew ays of
'

m en
,

‘He @w (an’dpity touéh
’

d his br eafl)
The s wor ld»by

‘

three fbul fiends pofl'efi. a

P ale D i/m r d ther e
,
and Folér vain,Wi tli u haggar d Vz

'

é’e upheld thei r reign .

’

Then forth he ifem zhis {am m ons high,
And cal l

’

(1 a fonate of the fky.

eb und 51
'

s the winged orders pr eft,

Jove thus his fac r ed m ind ex pr efi ;

Say;Whiéhofal l this {hihing train
3‘Wil l Vi r tue ? eohfliét hard fuflain ?’

For
j

fee !{he d r ooping takes her fligh t,While not a god fuppor ts her right,”
H e paus’d when from am idfi the lky,

z t Innocence
, aiid Ha r m ony,Wi th one united z eal afofe

The m ple tyrants to 0 1111 0f

That inflan t from the r ea lm s ofday,Withgen’

rous (peed they took the 1 1 way
T9
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The fong; the
'

tale,
‘

thejeftwerit loand,
The r iddle dar k, the tr ick profound ;

Thus each adm iring and adm it
’

d
,

The hofis a‘nd guefls at length tetir
’

d ,

thus fpake henfifter ftr ain

fr 1 e11ds
,
our er r a1id 1sbii t

let us rheafn r e back . the fky 1

'

nym pbéfézlons
Inhocence” and

Y o u fee to -Wha t ex pedierit
‘folitwde

has reduced m e
,
when I am thus forced

to fir ing rhym es, as boys do bir ds~eggs,
in order to while away m y idle hours.
But a gayer fcene is, approaching,
and the‘ day will £hor tly, I hope, a rrive

,

when ] {ha l l only com plain that i t fieal s
away too faf’c. It 1 3 not from any 1m pr ove

m ea t in the objects which fur r ound m e
,

that I expeét this wondrous change ; nor
yet that a longer

'

fam il iar ity will render
them m ore agreeable» It is

'

from a pro
m ife I received

,
that Am afiawill v ifit the

herm it in his cel l
,

‘
and di

'

fpe r fe the gloom
of a foli tai r e by the chea r fulnefs of her
c onv er fation . What‘induc em ents (hal l I

m ention to prevail with you to hafien that
day?
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day? thanI tell you, that I have a bower
over-ar chegl zw ith jefi

'

gm ip
h that I have

an oakwhich is the favourite haunt of a
d ryad ? that I

”

have yakflhfitfition whichflour ithes with al l the ver dur ex ofMayfln
the m id i of al l the cold of Dec em ber ?
O r

, m ayI n
'

ot hOpe that I have {am ething
fiil l m ote i pr eva

ril ing with you
' than al l

‘

thefe
,
as
' I can with tr uthiifi

'

ur é you, thatI
hav e aheart wh1 ch 18 fai thfully yours,

?‘
fi

L E TS
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L u . Wi fi t i h’i fi a h l v

1 i r v J h 1.WA 5 appr ehehfive m y lafi zf haé given

1M JQO m uch 00024393 Q5 r e

col leétin thf m m atk iof oae f ot; you r

g am ed m acaw that the ar t of c le
‘L q ufineefis taught by m an

,
but it is the

gods alone that infpi r e the w ifdom of

filence.

” That w ifdom ,
however

, you

a r e not willing I (bould yet pr aétife ; and

you m uft needs, i t feem s
,
have m y far

ther fentim ents upon the fubjeé
'

t of or a

tory . Be i t then as m y friend requires ;
but let him rem em ber, i t is a haz ardous
thing to put fom e m en upon talking on a
favourite topick.

O N E of the m oft pleafing ex er c ifes of
the im agination, is that wherein {he is em
ployed in com paring difiinét ideas, and

d ifc over ing their va l ions r efem blances.

Theft: is no fingle perception of the m ind

St e Vol . I . LET . XXIV.



of thefe the

r iehfiefs

not téfflely cbnfine 1 tfelf toHi 'e ideaWhr éh
l ies BEfote it;

:but looks b
'

Ie
'

jr
'

bfid the 1 1 1i

m ediate objeét of i ts contem plation, and

obfer ves how 1 t fian
'

cis 1 1 1 conform i ty with

of the hu
‘

iiifih m m d
'

th

images
circum attend
them . m eahs

‘

eloquexic e ex er ;

c ifes a k

the grace
The mi agm atiog

h a thou(and
different v iews both of ar t a nd natuize,Whit h fiill vv ter m inate upon ,

the pr inc ipai
Objefi i f m this r eafon I-prefer the m e?
taphm taflyefim ue, as am m or c p leat
fing m ethod of i l lufir ation . l a the for

m a
;
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:

latter , i ts operations 4 11 6 1 110 1 6 flow ,
be

iug obl iged :to fiatid hil ly as
‘
it “fet e, in

orden to contem plate firfi the pt inc ipal

beil ifh the regions eloquence
,
there 1 3

none of a m or etender and del ieate nature
'

as there 1 s nothing wherein a fine writer is
fo m uch dif’tinguifhed from one ofan or

dina 1 y c lafs
,
as in the

'

c ondué’c and appl i

cation of this figu r e. He 13 at l iberty in:

r
a
nge through the whole com pafi;

on

61 that fur r ounds him . But

though he m ay be thus a
'

11 1p1y fur n ifhedWith m aterials
,
great judgm ent 1s r equifed

1111 choofing them : for to fender a m eta
phor pe r fefi ,

it m ufi tr ot on ly
'

be apt , but

pleati ng it m ufi entertain
,
as $961] as er i

Mt . D r yden
'

ther efofe c an har d;
'

the im putation of a vary «i npa t i

db
'

ifable br each
'

of delicacy; when,
"in tt he
dedi
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'

I’1M :

he rnbfcgvm q s

foa m
. 9651. PQ:Wr fiom br and Othfa 5m m

who 1 3 the
poet Maullin§
im age of the ‘kihd;

‘

in

that com plim ent which ,
he pays tp q er

in the fol lowing ver fes

l

I eould never read thefe l inesWidfpttt
cal l ing to m ind thdfe

7

g r otefque
"
he' gdS

,

which 211 1 fix ed té the roof of the(31d

building of K ing;5 col lege in Cani b
'

r idg
'

e

Which the ingen ious ar chiteét has p
ep
r e

fen ted m the a& of vom iting out the rainWhi 'ch falls through certain pipes m ofiju
dic ioufly {tuck in their m ou ths for '

that
Mr . Addifon r ecom m ends a

g the propriety of a m eta;

1 t Out 1 1 1 v
'

rfibl e r efittefén
-

I think this ‘
c
'

ur io
’

ue

conceit Eff the bui lder m ight be
'

erfipfoyed
;

to
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'

verfity, and ferve
'

r unn ing fr om hi s niouth, and a gr oupe
of poets lapping it up at a d iflance.

3 HU T befida a certain dec or ur r f which
is r equifite to confliti l te a perfect m etaphor ;
a writer of true tafie and gen iusWil l alWays fingle out the m dft obvious im ages

,

and place them
“

1 11 the m oflunobfer v ed

poin ts of r efem blan c e. Accordino
g
ly, al l

al lufions which poi nt to the m ore ah

fir ufe branches of
_

the arts or fc ienc es,
and with which none c an be fuppofed to

be acquain ted but thofe who have gone far
in to thedeeper fiodies (hould be carefully
avoided, not only as pedan tick, but upper
tineg t ; as they per ver t the tingleufeof

this figur e, and add neither “grace nor

force to the idea they would eluc idate .
Tho m ot

’
t pleafing m etaphors therefore ar e

thofe which a r e derived from the rhor e

fr equent oc cur rences of ar t or nature, or
the
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l5tm
‘h a

’

d the pieafur e
~

of reading, and
wh ich I to

'

fii
‘

ciduce as fifial

to any thing of thefam e kind, either in
antient Or m odern com pofition I m et

with it i n the fpeech of a young or ator,
to whom I have the happinefs to be related ,
and who will one day, I per fuade m yfelf,
p

’rove as great an honour to his coun try, as
he is at pr efent to that learned foc iety of

which he ' is a m em ber. He is {peaking
of thewritings of a celebrated prelate, who
received his education in that fam ous fem i
nary towhich he belongs, and il lufir ates the
pecul iar elegance which difiinguifhes al l

t hat author’s perform ances
,
by the follow

ing jhft and pleafing afi
'

er nblage of diction

and im agery: In guada m gue opusj bpa r abht ,

per om nia fane v er/ atz
'

le i l lia s fi dux i t

ingenium) mfc ia gm ? lucefibz
'

j bl i pr opr i zf,

t idm
'

r adio, q

'

ui per tm
‘
am tabula r ): g l ifcem

cam fver éfiz am denanc z
'

at . As there is no

thing m ore enterta ining to the im agm ah on
than the product ions of the fine arts ;
there is no kind of fim il itudes or nae.

taphor sWhich ar e i n general m ore {lir ik
ing,
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Egg than thofewhich allude to their pro
j
per ties and efiefi s. 1 It 1 5 with g r eat judg
m en t therefore thatsthe ingenious xam hor
of the dialogue concerning the decl in e of
e loquence am ong the Rom ans

,
r ecom

m ends to his orator a general acquaintance
with the whole ci rcle of the polite arts.
-A knowledge of this fort fur nifhes an au

thor with il luf’t r ation s of the m of’t ag r eea

ble -kind
,
and fets a g lofs upon his com po

fitions tha t enlivens them with fingu lar

gr ace and fp1 r 1 t .WE R E I to point out the beauty and
effic acy of m etaphor ic al language, by

'
pan

, t icular infian ces, I fhould rather draw m y
ex am ples from the m odem s than the an
tients ; the latter being fc ar c ely, L think,
fo ex aé

’
tand delicate in this article of c om

,pofition , '

as the form er . The great im

pr ovem ents indeed in natural knowledge
been m ade in thefe later ages

,

a v e1n of m etaphor entirely

the ancien ts
,
and enriched

the fancy of m odern . w its w i th a new

~fioc l< of the m olt pleating ideas : a c i r

E 2 c utn fianc e
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c um fiance which m ufi give them a vei y
c onfider able advantage over the Greeks

and Rom ans. I am fa re at lead} of al l the
writings with which I have been con

ver fant
, the works of Mr . Addifon wil l

afford the m ol t abundant fupply of this
kind

,
in al l its variety and perfection .

Truth and beauty of im agery is indeed
his c har aéte r iftic al difiinétion

,
and the prin

c ipal point of em inence which r aifes his

fiyle above that of every author in any
langh

age that has fallen within m ynotice.
He 1 3 every where highly figu r ative ; yet
at the fam e tim e he 1 8 the m ofi eafy and

per fpic uous writer I have ever per ufed.

The r eafon is
,
his im ages a r e always taken

from the m ol t natural and fam il iar ap

pea r ances ; as they ar e chofen with the
utm ofi del icacy and judgm ent. Sufi’er

m e on ly to m ent ion one out ofa thoufand
I cou ld nam e, as it appears to m e the fin
el’c and m olt eXpr efli ve that ever language
conveyed . I t is in one of his in im itable
papers upon Par adife loft

,
where he is

taking notice of thofe changes in natur e

which the author of that truly divine
poem



L E T T E R LI . 5 3

defi zfihes as im m ediately
"

fucbeeding
fall . Am dhg other pr odigies , Mil

ton r epr efents the fun in an ec l ipfe, and at

the fam e tim e a bright cloud intheWefiern
fegion

'

b f the heavens defcending with a
band of angels. Mr . Addifon ,

in order
to thew his author ’s ar t and judgm ent in
the conduct and difpofition of th is fubl ir ne
fc ener y, obfer ves theWhole theatre of
Nature is da r éezzc’d, that this glorious
m achine m ay appear in al l i ts luflr e and

m agn ific ence. I know not, O ron

tes,Whether you will agree in fentir n ent
w i th m e but I m utt confefs I am at a

lofswhich to adm ire m of’t upon this oc
c afion, the poet or the c r itick.

T H E R E is a double beauty -1n 1 m ages

of this kind when they ar e not on ly m e

taphor s , but al lufions. I w as m uch plea:

fed wi th an
'

infianc e of this -uncom r non

fpec ies, in a l i ttle poem entitled tbe/‘bleefl.

TheJauthor of tha t piece (who has thrown

together m ore original thoughts than I

ever read in the fam e c om pafs of l ines)
{Rea
king bf thé

‘

adyantages of ex er c ife in

E 3 diflipating



54 L E T
'
i

T
'

E iR
"

LI .

d iflipating thofe
ar e fo apt

‘
to hang upon fom e

Ploys the?following im
'

age 1 ‘

taphor here 1 8 conceived with grea t pro

pr iety of thought
,
ifWe confider it on ly

in its prim ary view ; but when we fee v it

pointing fiil l farther, and hinting at the
{tory of Dayid and Goliath

,
i t receives a

very Confider able‘ im provem en t fr om this
double application.

IT m ufi be owned
,
fom e of the grea t

eft authors
,
both an tien t and m odern , have

m ade m any rem arkableflips in the m a

nagem ent Of th isfigu re,
'

and have {om e

tim es ex pr effed them felv es with as m uch
im propriety as an honeflfailor of m y ac

quain tance
,
a captain of a privateer, who

wrote an accoun t
’

to his owners of an en

gagem en t
,
in which he had the good for

tu
'

ne
,
he told them

,
ofhav ing on ly one of

h is band: {hot thro
’ theflofi . The great

caution therefore thould he, never to join
any idea to a figur ative expr efli on , which

would
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not be applicable to it in a l iteral
Thus Cicero

,
in h i s t r eatife de

c la r is or a tor ibus
,
fpeaking of the fam ily

'

of the Sc ipios, is gu il tyof an im pr opflety
of this kind z ‘

O gm m fam
‘

fiz
'

rpem (fays
vhe) et f a r zguam in unam a r bor em plum ge

a tgue i l lum inatam fapiefzt z
'

am .

‘

Mr . A d
difon

,
l ikew ife

,
has fallen in to an error of

the fam e fort
,
where he obfer ves

,

3‘there
is not

'

a fingle view of hum an nature
which 1 8 not fufii c ient to ex tinguzfli the

“fled: of pride . In this pafihge he
dently un ites im ages together, which have
no connection with each other .When a
feed has loft its power of vegetat ion

,
I

m ight m a m etaphoric
a
l fenfe lay i t is ex

tiq ui/bed : but when m the fam e (en
_

fe I
cal l that difpofition of the heart which
pr oduces pride

,
thefled of that pafiion ,

I
cannot; without introducing a confufion

of ideas
,
apply any word to fied

,
b1it

what cor r efponds with its real p r ope r ties
or c i r c um f

’
tances.
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AN OT H ER m ifiake 1 11 the ufe of this

p r efis m yfelf after (Min ti lian)when a fett
i cnoe feta out w ith fio r m s and tethpefis,
a nd efids with fir e andflam es . A judi

,gions r eader tw il l obfer ve an im propriety
of this kind in one of the Late efihys of

the imm i tahle
'

author lafi quoted, where
h e tells as

, that wom en 'wer e form ed
“ t o tem per m ankind

,
not to fet an edge

“ '
upon . thei r m inds; and blow up in them

‘i‘thofe pafiions which ar e too apt
'

to r ife
of thei r own ac cord .

‘Thus a ce le
btated or ator ,

'

fpeakiflg .0f that l it tle black
en ing fpi r i t in

‘

m ankind
,
which is fond of

di lbover ing {pot s ia
‘

the br igh tefi Chara.

ti ter s tenta r ks
, that when per fons of th is

c aft of tem per have m en tioned any virtue
in thei r -neighbour, i t i s well

, if to
ballance the m atter they do not clap
fo rne faul t in to the oppofite fcaIe, tha t

(0 $118 enemy m ay zzot go 927 w itbflying
colour s .

” Dr . Swift al fo
,
w hofe Ityle

is the m bft pure and fim ple of any of our

d affickWi iter s, and who does not teem

in
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a nother. There is no
’

par t,
‘therefor e

, of

the ' bufinefs of .a t r anflator m ore diffi
cul t to m anage , than this figu r e as it

’

r et

q ui r es gr eat judgm en t to difiihguifhWhen
i t m ay; and m ay not

, be naturaliz ed with
propriety and elegance . The wan t of this
nec etTar y difcer n r nent has led the com m on
race of t r anflator s in to great abfur di ties

,

and is one of the “principal r eafons tha t
perform ances of this kind a r e general ly fo
infipid.What {trange work, for infianc e,
would an injudicious interpreter m ake
with ' the following m etaphor in Hom er?‘

NW w afltm—w em £1198 1 9 0674 : ow ls
IL . X . 1 73 .

But Mr . Pepe, by artfully dropping the

particular im age
,
yet retaining the gene

r al idea, has happily pr efer ved the fpi r it
of h is author, and at the fam e tim e hu
m oured the differen t tafi e of his own

countrym en

Eacb/a le
'

Gr eekinMyk
.

conc lu/ i
fueflr zfi’

,

S tands 072 the fha r peft edge of dea tb or

AND now
,
O ron tes, do you not think

it high tim e to be difm ifl'ed‘

from th is
fairy
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g ir y land Perm it m e
,
however

, jufi to

35 d , that this figu r e which oalts fo m uch
l ight and beauty upon works of gen ius

,

ought to be en tirely banifhed ‘ fr om the

fever er c om pofitions of philofophy. It is
the bufinefs of the latter to fepar ate

'

r e v

fem blanc es, not‘to
'

find them
,
and to de

l ivei" her difc over ies in the plainefta nd
m ofi unornam ented ex pr efiions. Much
difpute, and perhaps, m any errors, m ight
have been avoided

,
if m etaphor had been

thus confined w ithin its proper l im its, and
never wandered from the regions of elo

quence and poetry . 66C.

L E T.



To P H I D I '

P P U S,

May 1 , 1 72 11

F that friend of your s, whom you a re

defir ous to add to the num be r of

m ine, were endued with no other qua
l ity than the laft you m entioned in the

catalogue of his virtues 3 I (hould efteem
his acquaintance as one rof m y m olt valu
ahle privileges.When you affur ed m e

,

therefore
,
of the gener ofity of his difpo

fition, I wanted no additional m otive to
em brace your pr opofal of joining you and
h im at To fay truth , I confider a

generous m ind as the noblefi' work of the

c r eation ,
and am per fuaded, wherever i t

r efides
,
no real m erit can be wanting. It

is perhaps the m oft fingula r of al l the m o

r al endowm ents : I am fure at leaf’t
,
i t is

often im puted where it cannot jufily be
claim ed . The m eanef

’
t fel f-love

,
under

fom e r efined difgu ife, frequen tly patTes

upon com m on obfer v er s for this godlike
principle and I have known m any a pc

pular
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action attr ibuted to this m otive
,

itflowed from no high er a {ounce
than the fuggei

’
r ions of concealed vani ty.

Good-nature, as i t has m any features in
com m on with this virtue, is ufual ly m if

taken for it the form er
,
however

,
is but

the effect
, pofiibly, of a happy difpofition

of the anim al ~ fir uétu r e
,
or

,
as Dryden

fom ewher e calls i t , of a certa in m il ki
nets of blood whereas the latter is

feated in the m ind, and c an never fubfifl:
where good fenfe and en lar ged fentim ents

have no ex ifienc e. I t is en tirely foun ded
indeed upon jufinefs of thought z

'

wh ich
‘

pe rhaps is the r eafon th is vi rtue is (0 l i ttle
the cham el et iiti ck of m ankind in gene
r al . A m an , wh

‘
ofe m ind 1 3 warped by

by the felfifh paflion s, or contr aél ed by
the narrow pr ejudices of feé

’
ts or pai ties,

if he does notWan t honefiy, m utt nu

doubtedly want under fiandin‘

g . The fam e

clouds that darken his intel le&ual views,
obftr uét his m oral ones ; and

’

his gener o
fity is

'

ex tr em ely c i r c um fc r ibed
,
becaufe

his r eafoning is ex ceedingly l im ited .
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IT is the difiinguifhing pre em inence
“
of the Chr if’t ian fyf

’
tem

,
tha t i t chetiflags

' this elevated pr inciple in one of i ts i10 1

‘blelt ex ertions. For g ivenefs of injur iesf l
‘

c onfefs indeed
,

' has been inculcated by fe

veral of the heathen m or al ifi
'

s
'

; but ie nes

v er entered in to the efiabl ilhed ordinanc es

of ahy t el ig ion ,
»til l i t had the fané’tion of

the grea t author of ours . I have often

however wondered that the an tien ts, who
r aifed fo m any v 1 r tues and affeé

’

tions of

the m ind into divinities, {hould never
have given a place in their tem ples to ge
ner ofity un lefs perhaps they included it
under the notion of F I D E S p r H ONOS.

Bu t fur ely the m ight r eafonably hav

c laim ed a fepar ate al tar
,
and fuper ior rites.

1A principle of honour m ay r efir ain a m an

from coun ter-aéting the foc ial ties, owho

yet has noth ing of that activeflam e of ge

ner ofity, which is too powerful to be con
fined within the hum bler boundaries of
m ere negative duties . Tr ue gener ofity
rifes above the ordinar y rules of foc ial

conduct
,
andflows 'with m uch too ful l 11

flr eam to be com prehended within the

pr ec ife

q
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°Wm ar ks of for m al precepts. It is a
i

figdr o
'

us principle in the foul, which opens
and expands al l her v irtues fa r b eyond
thofe which ar e onlyv

the forced and um

natur al pr oductions of a
'

tim id obedience .
The m an who is influenc ed fingly by m o~

tives bf the la tter kind, aim s no higher
than‘at certain authoritative fiandar ds ;

w ithout ever attem pting to reach thofe

glorious elevations, which c onfiitute the
on ly true her oifm of the foc ial ch aracter.
Religion without th is fover eign principle,
degenerates in toflav ifh fear

,
and w ifdom

into a fpedious cunn ing learn ing is but
the avarice of the m ind , and wit i ts m ore

pleafing kind of m adnefs. In a word
, ge

ner ofity fanci ifies every pafli on , and adds
grace to every ac q uifition of the foul and

if it does not necefl'ar ily include, at leaft it
r eflects a luf’r r e upon the whole circle of
m oral and intel lectua l qual ities.
i i I

B U T I am running into a general pa
negyr ick upon gener ofity, when I only
m eant to acknowledge the particular in

fiance you have given m e of yours, in
being
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being defir ous oficam m um catm g ta

t r eafii r e, which Pknow m uc h

to value than bow
m

to defer ve. Be aflim ed
,

therefore, though Euph r onius had none
of thofe

“polite ac com plifhm ents you e-g

num erate, yet, after what you have i1 1 1
fbr m ed m e concerning his h ear t, I
thould efieem hisfr iendfhip of m ore wor th
than al l the lea rn ing

of an tien t Greece
and al l the 'v z

'

r tu of m odern Italy . I am
t

Ste.

L E T.
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80 [halt thou know
,
with pleafing 94 111 ft?

blend

So (hal t thou
,
khow

'

;whe1i unr el enting tim e
Shal l fpoil thofe charm s

‘yet 0p
’

n ing to
'

fiaei r
'

pfim e
,

While r eafon keeps what r apture gave be
And oh ! whilfiwit

,
fai r dawning,

”

threads

Ser exiély r ifing to a glof
' ious dey,

To hai l the growing lufir e oft be m ine
,

Thou early fav ’

r ite of thefac r ed Nine .

l!A51 1 ) {hal l theMufeWi th blam elefs boaft
‘

pretend,
In youth’s ga

’

y bloom that Sdppho c all
’

d m 6

friend :
That ur g

’

g by m e (he Ihun
’

d the dang
’

r ous

Wherehcedlefizm aids 1 11 endlefse r ror fitay;
That {com ing (00 11 her fex ’

s idler a r t,
Fa ir

u prg‘

xfc
.

infpi r
’d and V1 r tuc warm

’

d her

heart



fam e,
I taught her infan t gem usWhere to gum
ThusWhen the feather ’

cl choir firfi tem pt

And
,
al l

'

unikill
’

d
,
their feeble pinions try,

Th
’

expw iénc
id fir e pr efc

'

r ibes th
’

édVent
rous height

,

Guides the youngWing, andpleas’d attends
the flight;
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F m alice had never broke loofe upon
the world

,
t i l l it feiz ed your reputa

t ioni x I m ig ht re afonably condole with

you on fall ing the fir fi prey to its unr e

fir ained rage . But this fpeét r e has haunt

cd m eri t alm ofi from i ts ea r l iefi ex if’tence

and when all m ankind were as yet in
cluded within a fing le fam ily

,
one of

them
,
we know

,
r ofe up in m al ign ity of

foul againf
’
t his innocen t brother. Virtue,

it Ihould feem therefore
,
has now been too

long acquainted with this her confiant

per fec utor , to be either ter r ified or de

jc é
’
ted at an appearance {0 com m on .

'

The
truth of i t is, (he m ufi either renounce her
noblefi theatre of aét ion , and fec lude her
felf in cells and defer ts, or be contented
to enter upon the Rage of the world with
this

'

fiend in he r
"

train . She cannot tri
um ph , if {he will not be traduced ; and

the {hould
'

confider the clam ours of cen
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fiftie,when joined with her own confeious
applaufe, as fo m an

'y acclam ations that
c onfir m her v iétor y,

LET thofe
'

who harbour this wor i’c hf
hum an difpofitious, confider the m any
Wtetched and contem ptible c i r cumflar ic es
wh ich attend it : but i t 1 3 the bufi
nefs of him who unjuftly {offers from
i r
,
to r efieét how it m ay

'

be turn;

cd to h is advan tage . Rem em ber
'

then
,

m y friend , tha t gener ofity would lofe ha lf
her digni ty

,
if m al ice did not con tribute

to her elevation and he that has never
beeninjured

,
has never had it in his poun

er to ex er c ife the nobleft privi lege of he:

r oick virtue There is another co
'

nfola

tion which m ay be derived from
'

the r an
cour of the world , as i t wil l inflr uét one
in a piece of knowledge of the m ofi

i

fin;

gular benefit in ou r pr og r efs thro
’

it : It
wil l teach us to difiinguifh genuine fitiend=

{hip from counterfeit. For
.

he on ly who

is warm edWi th the realflam e of am i ty
,

will rife Up to fuppor t his ti ngl e uega
'

F 3
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give, in oppofition to theclam o r ous votes
of an undifiinguim ing m ulti tude . {E5 1

HE
,
indeed , who c an fee a cool and 665

l ibe1 ate injury clone to his friend, without
feeling himfel fWounded 1n his £1 1611 fen;
fible part ; has never known the force

“

of

the m ofi generous of al l the hum an affec

tions . Every m an who has not taken the
fac r ed nam e of fr ieudfh ip 1 11 vain

,
will

fubfc r ibe to thofe fen tim en ts which Ho
m er puts 1nto the m outh of Achil les

, and

which Mr . Pepe has opened and enlar g
c d with fuch inim itable fir ength and

flg ezg’r ousfi z

'

enaflzip no cald m edium know s
,

Bur n; w i th one low
,
w itb one r cfi

’
ntm m t

Onej bould aur int
’

r e/i s and our pqfiagzs 6a

l ily f r iend m y?bate tbe m an tba t inj ur es
IX . 60 9 .

I t m ay greatly alfo al lay the pain which

attends “the
'

wounds of defam at ion, and

which a r e always m ofi fever ely fel t by
thofew ho

‘

leafi defer ve them to r eflect,
that ' though m alice generallyflings the

fir fi



any
‘

pai
'

ticular changer;

impoten t toWithfland the current ; 11 118

fll us without any particular m
l

al ice in

their own natures
,
ar e often indolently

carried along with others, by tam ely fall
ing in with the general fir eam . The num
ber of thofe who real ly m ean one harm ,

will wonderfully leffen after the deduéi i
ons which m ay fairly be m ade of this

fort and the cup of unjufl: reproach m ufl:
fur ely lofe m uch of its bi tter nefs, where
one is per fuaded that m alevolence has the
leafl (h are in m ingling the draught. For
nothing

,
perhaps

,
{t ings a genero us m ind

m ore fenfibly in wrongs of this fort, than
t o

’

confider them as evidences of a gene
r al m al ignity in hum an natur e . But from
whatever caufes thefe fior m s m ay arife,
virtue would not be true to

,
her own‘

11 11

tive privileges, if (he fufi
'

er ed her felf to,

F 4.
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are under $911 1 that. 11 1993111

thofe unm erited r eptgaghes,
his char aéter , and

an unbroken t epofe am idft the l it

1 am ,
66C.

1

L E Tfi.
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m yfelf by the fubjeét you r ecom m ended
to m y thoughts : but itLi s

'

im boflible J

percei ve
,
to turn off the m ind at once

from an oMeét, which it has long dwelt
upon with pleafur e. My heart, l ike a

poor bird which 1 3 hunted from her nefi
,

is ftil l return ing to the place of its affeéf

t ions, arid after fom e vain efforts tofly
( if? fettles

'

again where al l ' its ca r es and
al l its tender nefs ar e center ed. Adieu.

1



13W.
” 1 11"

m a cflb zflaa a at 1; Dea r

( 0 ,

Feb 1 3 , 1 71 1 1

F one would i rate any particular m e

I rit according to its true valuation , i t
m ay be nec efiar y, perhaps , to c onfide1

how far it can ‘
be jufily claim ed by m an

kind in gener al . 1 am fure
,
at leafl

,
when

I read the ve r y uncom m on fentim ents of

your lafi letter
,
I found their judicious au

thor rife m m y efieem
,
by r efleéting , that

there is not a m ore fingular character in
the world

,
than tha t of a thinking m an .

It is not m erely having a fuc c efiion of

ideas, which lightly fkim over the m ind
,

that can with any propriety be fiyled by
that dc m m auon. It is obfer v ing them

fepar ately and diftinétly, and ranging them
under their r efpective c lafl'es i t is calm ly
and fieddily viewing ou r Opinions on eve
r y tide, and r efolutely tracing them thro

’

all their coufequenc es and connections,
that c onflitutes the m an of reflection, and
difiinguifhes r eafon from fancy . Provi

deuce ,
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deuce
,
indeed

,
does not fcem to have

form ed any v er y c onfide r able num bc t of2

our (pec ies for an ex tenfive exer c ife of this
higher facul ty as the thoughts of the

far greater pa r t of m ankind
,
a r e necefi

'

am

1
'

i r efir ained within the ordinary pur

por es of anim al life . But even if we look
up to thofe who m ove in m uch {uper iour
orbi ts

, and who have
’

Opportunities to im
prove

,
as well as leifur e to ex er c ife thei r

underflandings we {hall find, tha t think;
ing is one of the laf’t ex er ted privileges of
cul tivated hum an ity.

IT is, indeed, an operation of the m ind
which m eets with m any obfir ué’cions to
check

‘

its juf
’
r and

i

fr ee direction but there
ar e two principles which prevai l m ore or

lefs in the c onf’ci tutions ofm of’c m en
,
that

particularly contribute to keep this faculty
of the foul unem ployed : I m ean pride
and indolence . To defcend to truth thro

’

the tedious pr og r efiion of well-ex am ined
deductions

,
is confider ed as a reproach to

the quicknefs of under fiandiug ; as i t is

m uch too labor ious a m ethod for any but
thofe



c iufions
‘

at m nce,
' or io l take them fby te-J

bm m d f r om other s, as ibefi fuiting
‘with'?

their van ity or thei r i az inefs.
“Ac cor dingiy

Mr . Locke obfer vc s, that there ar enot Ii)
m any errors and wrong opin ions in

' the
world

,

'

as

.

1 8 genera l ly imagined. N ot

that he thinks m ankind ar e by any means
Uniform 1n em br acing truth , but bec aufe

the m ajority of them
,
he m a intains;have

no thought or opin ion at al l about thofe
doct rines conce r n ing which they t aife the

gr eatefi clam our} Like the com m onfol
diers in an arm y

,
theyfollow wherethei r

leaders di r eét, without knowing,
“ or even

'

enquiring
,
into the caufe for which they

.

fo warm ly contend .

~

T1 1 1 3 will account for the flow fieps

bn h mh truthhas advanced m the wor ld;
on ohe fide

,
and for thofe abfur d fyf

’

rem s

which , at differen t periods
,
have had an

uhiVer fal Cur rency on the other. For ther e
is
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:

either b lindly to tr ead them bmhe that

out into the m oit devious éx tm fiaganc iesa .

the gr eater part of thew or ld w il l ei ther

total ly r enounce their r eafon
,
01e

only fr om the wild fuggeftions of an heat;

cd im agination .

F R OM the fam e four ce m ay be derived
thofe div ifious and auim ofities which
break the un ion both of publick and pr i

vate foc ieties, and turn the peace and bar
m ony of hum an in ter cour fe into difl'o
nance and con ten tion . For while m en

judge and a& by fuch m eafur es as have

not beenproved by the fiandar d of dif

pafiionate r eafon
, they m utt equally be

mifiaken 1n their efiim ates both of their
own conduct and that of others.

I F we turn our view from act ive to
contem plative l ife, we m ayhaveoc c afion‘
perhaps, to rem ark

,
that thinkin

lefs uncom m onin the l iterary than
vil world . The num ber of thofewri ter s

who



any jufinefis of expr eflion
thinking authors; would not

form .a y er y copious l ibrar y, tho
’

one were
m .take in al l of that kind which both

antien t and m odern tim es have produced .

Nec efl'ar ily, I i m agine
,
m utt one ex clude

from a collect ion of this fort
,
a l l c r i ticks

,

com m en tators, m odern Latin poets, trauf
lators

,
and

,
in (hon

,
a l l that num erous

'

under-tribe in the com m onweal th of lites

r attir e
'

that owe their ex ifienc e m er ely
‘

to
'

the thoughts ofothers; I fhould r ejeCf
for the fam e r eafon fuch com pilers asVa
ler ius Max imus and Aulus G el l ius : tho’

i t m ufl: be owned, indeed, their works
have acqui red an accidental value

,
as they

prefer ve to os fever al c ur 1ous traces of
ant1qu1 ty, which tim e would other w ife

h ave en tirely worn out . Thofe teem ing

gen iufes l ikew ife who have propagated
the fruits of their fiudies thro’

a long fe
i ies of trac‘ts

,
would have l ittle pretence,

I beliei'e, to be adm i tted as
'

w r iter s of r e;

For this r eafon I cannot regre t
'

of thofe incredible num bers of
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c om pofitionsWhich forne ef lthe anc iem

ar e faid to hav e pr oduc ed
f
z u
tn 4

HOR s

Thus Epicurus, we a r e told, left behind
him three hundred volum es

_

of his own

works, wherein he had not infer ted aflush
gle. q iiotation and we have it upon the

authority of Varro’s own words ‘, that
he

'

him felf c om pofed four hundred and

n inety books . Seneca afi
'

u

'

r es us
,
that Dis.

dymus the gram m arian wrote no lefs than
four thoufand but O rigen , it feem s, was

yet m ore pr ol ifick, and ex tended h is per;

{ dr m anc c s even to fix thoufand t r eatifes.

It is obvious to im agine with what fort

a This pafl'age is to be found in A1 1 1 , G ei l ius, who

q uotes i t fr om
a t r ea tife whic h Var r o had w r i tten c on

c er n ing the wonder ful effects of the num ber Seven .

But the fubje€t of this piec e c annot be m or e r idic ulous
than the fiyle in which i t appea r s to ha v e been c om

pofed : for tha t m ofi lea r ned author of his tim es (as
Ci cer o, if I m ifiake not , fom ewher e ca lls him ) infor m
ed his r eader s in that per for m anc e, fe j am duadea

’

m am

M m beédam a dam ing r gy
'

umWe, a a d m m dim / tr
t uog im

' a beédon a da s Izbr or wn t ozfi r zpfj é A111 . G ell 1

“I 1 0
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To C L Y T A N D E R .

Nov . 7, 1 71 6 .

A N it then be true
,
Clytander , that

-

.

after. a l l the nne things which have
been faid concer n ing the love of our Coun

tr y; 1 1 owes its rife to the principles you

m ention , and w as original ly propagated a
mong m ankind in order to cheat them into
the fer v ice of the com m un ity ? And is it

thus, at lafl, that the m oi’r generous of the
hum anpaflions , infieadofbea r ing the fac r ed
fignatur e of nature, c an produce no high
e r m arks of i ts legitim acy than the fu
fpic ious im pr efls of ar t ? The q uefiion is
worth , at leafi

,
a few thoughts and I

w il l jufi r un over the principa l objections
in your letter

,
without drawing them up,

however , in a regular form .

T 1 1 A T the true happinefs of the indi

yidugl cannot ar ife from the fingle ex

e r c ife of the m ere felfiih principles ,
is evident

,
I think, above al l r eafonable

contra
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1Wifi iom If a m anWould thoroughly

enjoy his own being
,
he m utt of necefii ty

look beyond it 3 his private fat isfaétions
always enc r eafing in the fam e proportionWith which he prom otes thofe of others .
Thus fel f-inter eit, if

“

rightly directed ,flows through ' the near er charities of r e
la tions

,
friends, and dependents, til l i t

rifes, and dilates itfelfi
' in to general benea

Volenc e. But if every addition which we
m ake to the welfare of othe r s

,
be "really

an advancem ent of our own ; the love of
our country m ufi nec eflhr i ly, upon a pr im a

c iple of feif- in ter eft, be a paflion founded
in the {tr icteft r eafon : bec aufe i t is a dif

pofition pregnant with the g r eateft pofi ible
good

,
which the lim ited powers of m an

a r e capable of produc ing Benevolenc e,
ther efor e

,
points to ou r country, as to he r

only adequate m ark : whateve r falls {ho r t
bf that glorious end , is too fin al l for he r

fu’ti g r atification
'

a and al l beyond -is
"

toé

innhenfe for her g r afp.

T 11 t our country appears to have a
c him to our afieél ion r as it has a com a

G 2 i fpondent



84
’

L E .T T iE R TLVII.

ponden t pafiion in the huin an fbr eafi
'

f
'

i

paflion , not r a ifed by , the*a r tifices
'

of{pa
d

licy
,
or propagated by the infetttion ofe m

thufiafm
,
but nec efiar ilyz

’

i'efii l ting fr ont

the original confiitution '

of our fpec ies;

and conducive to the highefi pr iv a te ad)

vantage of each individual . When Cur ;
tius

,
therefore

,
or the two Dccii, fac t i

fic ed their lives, in order to reiene their

Com mun ity from the calam ities with
which it was threatened ; they were by
no m eans i m pelled (as you feem to r epr e
fent them ) by a political ph r enfy, but
acted on the m ofi fol id and rational prin
c iples The m ethod

,

’

they pur fued for
that pu r pofe w as diéi ated

,
I confefs

,
by

the m ofi abfur d and g r oundlefs iuper

fii tion : yet while the im pr efiion of that
national belief rem ained fir ong upon their
m inds

,
and theywere thoroughly per fuaded

thab fal l ing in the m anner we ar e afii i r ed

they did
,
w as the only effectual m eans

of pr efe1 v ing their country from ru in ,

they took the m oft rational m eafur es of

c onful ting thei r private happinefs,
’ by

thus c onfer iting to becom e the publick
11 .

I v ié
’
tim s .
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it even be adm itted (what
of probabil ity never, in

deedfican be adm itted) that
‘thefe glor ious

her oc s v c onfidered fam e

'

as the v aineft (sf

ihade 'WS, and had no hopes of an after
l ife in any other fcene of ex iftenc e; {til l
ham mer their conduct m ight be jufti
fied as perfectly wife . For

,
fu r ely, to a

m ind tha t was not whol ly im m er fed in

theglowsei
’
c dregs of the m of’c con tracted

iklfiihnefs ; that had not tota lly ex tin

gui fhed every g ene r ous and foc ial
' ae éti

ou ; the thoughts of having pr efer r ed
'

a

m er e

'

joylefs ex ifleuc e (for fuch i t m uff

have been) to the fuppofed pr efer vation
of num bers of one

’

s fellow creatures, m ufl:

have hem far m ore ‘painful than a thou

fand deaths.

I CA NNOT, however, but agree with

yOu, that this afi
'

eétion w aspr odué
‘
a veof 1 n

finite m ifchief to m ankind
,
as i t broke out

am ong the Rom ans
,
in the 1m p1 0us fpir it

of their unjuft conqueits . But it {hould

be rem embered at the fam e tim e, that i t

is the ufimi ar tific e of am bition
,
to ma ik

G 3 her fc lf
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her felf in the {em blanc e ofpatr iotm . And

i t c an be no juft objection to the fifibbfi

of the foc ial pafiions, that it is capabltm f

being inflam ed beyond ’

its natu ra l heat;
and turned

,
by the

m ote thofe 'deftr uétiy e punpofes,
1 wéhic h

i t was original ly im planted to pr event i
' i

T1 1 1 3 z eal for our countr yam ay indeed
becom e irrational

, not on ly when i t thus

pufhes us on to act counter to the natii r al
rights of any other com m un ity ; but like
w ife when i t im pels us to take the

’

,
m eav .

fures of v iol ence in oppofition to the ge

neral fenfe of our own . For m ay not

publick happinefs be
'

efiim ated by the

fam e fiandar d as that of private :
> and as

every m an
’

s own Opin ion m ui’r da er mine

h is particular fatisfaé’tion j {hal l not the
genera l opinion be c onfider ed as dec ifive

in the queftion concern ing general ihterefi?
Fat am I

,
however

,
from infinuating, that

the true welfar e of m ankind 1n their col
lective capacit ies depends fing ly upon a

prevail ing fancy
,
any m ore than it doeé
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fepatate : undoubtedly 1 n both 1 n

thc y m ay; equally em brace a falfe

«interefif But whenever : this .is the cafe,
Iflaould hardly im agine that tfbe Iove of

our country
,
on the one hand , .or

'

of
'

m at

neighbour, on the other,wou ld jufiify any
m ethods of br inging them to :aWi fef
choice

,
than thofe of calm and rational

per fixafion.

i m l : in r mfl
I QANNOT at pr efen t r ec ol left which of

the antien t authors i t is that m entions the
Cappadoeians to have been rs enam oured
of fubjeétion to a defpotick power , as to

r efufe the enjoym ent of their liberties,
tho’

gener oufly tendered to them by the
Rom ans. Sc ar éely, I fuppofe, c an there
be an infianc e produced of a m ore t e

m arkable depravity of national taf’te, and

of a m ore falfe calculation of publick
welfare : yet even in this infianc e i t thoold

feem the h ighef
’
t injuflic e to have at

tem pted by force
,
and at the ex penc e, per

haps, of half the l ives in the fiate, the in
t r oduét ion of a m ore im proved fyf

’
tem of

gover nm ent .



'
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IN this notion I am not fingular , but

have the authority of Plato. him felf On

m y fide, who held it as a m ax im nfW
doubted truth in poli ticks, . that the pr e

vail ing fentim ents of a fiate
,
how m uch

foever m if
’
taken , ought by no m eans to

b6 0ppofed by t he m eafur es of violen ce
A m ax im

,
which if certain p retended

or m ifguided patriots had happily em

braced , m uch eH
’

ufion of civil blood had
been lately {pared to our nation .

I am , SCC .
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confefs the whole
'

tfuth,
'

I am too proud
to endure a r epulfe, and too hum ble to
hope fog {necefs‘e qualitiesfll i ttle favour
able

,
I im agine, to the pr etenfions of him

who wou ld claim
'

the gli ttering priz es ,
which anim ate thofe that r un the race of

am bition. Let
'

thofe honours, then, you

m en tion ,
he m fc n bed on the tom bs of

others ; be it rather told on m ine, that I
l ived and died

‘

Unplac
’

d, unperfiozi
’

a
’

,
nom an

"
:bei r orflafve.

And is not this a
'

privilege as valuabl e as
any of thofe which you have pain ted to

m y view, in al l the war m efi colour s of
your en l iven ing eloquence ? Bruyere, at

Ieafi
,
has jul

’
t now affur ed m e

,
that to

pay one
’

s court to no m an
, nor ex pect

any to pay court to you, is the m of’t

agreeable of al l fituations ; i t is the

true golden age, fays he, and the m oft

natural Rate of

BEm EVE m e
, however, I am not in

the mifiake of thofe whom you jufily con?



e E
’

T
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idenm , as im agin ing that w ifdom
.

is the

stom Péniém on ly of retirem en t
,
and that

v i rtue en te r s not theth ose open and con e

sfefs at the fam e t im
’

e
,

'

fhai 1551 i t is is
Tul ly I g1ve m y ap

'

piaufe; it is Atfic us
'

that

has m y afi
'

eétion .

L I F E
,
fays a celebrated an tient

,
m ay

be com pared to the O lym pick gam es :
fom e enter in to thofe aHEm blies for

glory
, and others for gain ; while there

is a third party (and thofe by no m eans
the m ol t contem ptible)who choofe to
be m erely fpeétator s. I need not tel l

you, Palam edes, how early it w as m y in

c l ination to be num bered with the lafi ;
and as nature has not form ed m e with
powe r s

,
am I not obliged to her for hav

ing divefied m e of every inclination for
ba ring a part in the am bitious contentions
of the world Providence

,
indeed

, feem s

to have defigned fom e tem pers for the oh
fcu r e fc enes of l ife ; as there a r e fom e
plants w hichflout ith befi in the (bade .

But



9 2 L E T
'
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'

R
’

LVIII .

But the loweflfhr ub has its ufe
, you

ar e fenfible, as well as the loftiefi oak ;

and perhaps your friend m ay find fom e

m ethod of convincing you; that even
the hum blefl: talen ts ar e not given in

vain . Far ewel l . l am , 650.
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Le v er s le m ieux r empli , 14 plus noble

pew e
’

e
, i

'

1 Boil eau .

Thus
,
tho

’ I adm i t ther e
'

is
'

both w it in

the rail lery , and {tr ength in the fc n tim en ts

of your friend
’

s m oral epifile, i t by no

m eans d in wi th thofe notions I have

form ed to m yfelf, concern ing the eiIential

r eq uifites in com pofit
ions of this kind. He

feem s i ndeed to have widely deviated from
the m odel he pr ofefl'es to have had in
m ew ,

and 1 3 no m ore l ike Horace than Hy“

per ian toa Sa tyr . His defic iency 1 n point
of ve r fificat ion ,

not to m ent ion his want
017elegance in the general m anner of his

poem ,
is fufii c ient to deflr oy the pretended

r efem blance. Nothing , in truth, can be

m ore abfur d
,
than to write in poetica l

theafur e
,
and yet negleft harm ony ; as of

all the kinds of falfe fiyle , that which 1 3

neither pr ofe nor ver fe, but I know not

what inar tific ia l com bination of pow er lefi

wor ds bordered with rhym e
,

“

is fa r , fur el
y
,

the m ofi infufi
’

er able .

2



171 : r e s ts
”

9 ;
T you ar e of opinion

,
I per eeive,

an opin ion in whic h you ar e not
finguiar ) that a negligence of this kind
m ay be jufiified by the authority of the
Rom an fati r ifi : yet fa t ely thofe who en
ter tain that notion , have not thoroughly
a ttended eithe

'

i‘ to the precepts or the

pr aétic e ofHorace . He has attributed,
I confers, his fatit ical c om pofitions to the
infpi r ation of a certain Mufe

,
whom he

di ll inguifhes by the title of the s /Zz pg .

defir is and i t is this ex pr eflion which
feem s to have m ifled the general ity of his
im i tators. But tho

’ he wi ll not allow her
tofly, he by‘

no m eans intends the {hould
creep

‘

oh the contrary, it m ay be laid of
the Mufe of Horace, as of the Eve of

Milton , tha t

g r ace is in a ll ber fieps .

That this
.

was the idea which Horace
him felf had of her, is evident, not only
fthm the general air which prevails in his
fati r es and epiflles, but from fever al ex

pr efs fdec la r ations, wh ich =

he l ets fal l in
his progr efs thro

’ th
em . EvenWhen he

(peaks
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{peaks of her in his grm fi fits Qm J

deity, and defer ibes her .as

his own m oral writings, he
infifts upon the c afe and harm ony of
m otions. Tho’ he hum bly difc laim s

, ih :

deed
,
al l pr etenfions to the higher poetry,

the acer jpz
'

r z
'

tus et 'vis
,
as he cal ls it ; he

r epr efents his 11e as being governed by
the temper a cer ta m odo/gue, asflow ing with
a certain regular and agreeable cadence.
A ccordingly,we find him particularly con
dem oing his pr edec efl'

or Luci lius
,
for the

difibnanc e of his num bers and he pro

fefies to have m ade the ex perim en t
,
whe

ther the fam e kind of m oral fubjeéts m ight
not be t reated in m ore {oft and eafy m ea

‘uc i
‘
az

‘
f t 72d Luc il z

'

[c r zlbta lea:

c er er e 7m m fl l im
,
mm : r er um da m nef

t

Verficulas 724 m m m ag i: fafios et fum es

M011111 :

The truth is
,
a tunefii l cadence is the

tingle pre r ogative of poetry which ’

hepi e
;

tends
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m .

ftr eng
'

th . of e loquence and peewy t And .

tbo
’

. 1in ibm e parts the zpiece im ayW?“

c olouring , yet upon the 1Whoie, he tel ls
i t m ufi be lively and fiwzt . 1IThi$ I

take to be his m eaning in the fol lowing
1391121 3 1:

7261 1 j é
bn/Jedzat

fver bz} Iqfl'a s oner m ztzbus aur a: 5
E tfir m ane0pm m odot r gfli ,fwfej apofi,

Dgfendezzte
fvz cem m ode r betom a tgue_ po

1 1 1 1 113?d ur baizi , par cent z s
'vz

'

r z
'

éus at

qua

Ex tenuanti s ea; corfidto

Suc h,
'

tjhen ,
w as the notion whiehHam

had of this kind of writing . And ifthm
'

e

ls any ptopn ety 1 11 theft: his tules, ifthg}y1 o

a r e founiled on the truth of tafieandfltys
I fear the perform ance in queftion, with:
npmber leis other s of the fam e

(Which have not howeyer wan ted



E K LIX.

’

n

fi ehm e
'

n fm l ly produc ed Upon thisplan ,

Ji‘atthez
'

gieeone am im age ofLuc ilius than
ofHor ace . the authm s ofthem teeth to
m iftake the aukw ar d negl ig ence of th e

favou r i tefof Sc ipio , fbt the eafy ai r of the
friend ofMzec enas

You
”

w in 11 1 1 tell m e, perhaps, that
the ex am ple of Horace h im felf is an un

anfwer able object ion to the motion . I

have em braced as there a r e num ber lefs

l ines in his fati r es and epifiles, where the
vetfific ation is evidently n eglected . But

a r e you fure , Hor tenfius
, that thofe l ines

which found (0 unhar m on ius to a m odern

ca r
,
had the fam e effect upon a Rom an

one ?
_

For m yfel f, at leait, I am
'

m uch - in a

d ined to believe the con t r a r ya and it

feem s highly incredible
,
that he w ho .had

v en tured to c enfur e Lucilius for the nu
couthnefi of his num bers

,
{hould

'

h im felf

he notosi oufly guil ty of the vesy fau l t,
agahi t

’
t which he (0 I tr ongly ex claim s.

Mott eer tain i t is
,
that the de l ic acy of ' the

an tients with r efpeé
’
t to

'

num ber s, was fa r

fuper icn
'

tm any thing that m odern tafte
'

v 1 1 H 2
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c an pretend to ; and that they difc cwetede

differences, which a r e to us abb lutelyr
‘ima t

per ceptibh . ,
To m ent ion only eone m

m a r kable inf’tance : A very antient M i d

( er h as obfer ved upon .the fol lowing yetfe,
in Virgil , h m in:

An na fvz
'

r um gue cam ,
77q gui pr im zzs

4 17 ar t} ,

that if infiead ofpr z
'

m us we were to pro
nounce it pr im is (i s being long and u:

fhor t
,) the en tire harm ony of the l ine

would be deft r oyed. But whofe ear

is now fo ex quifitely fc nfible, as to per
c eive the . di (l in€tion between thole two
quan tities P Som e r efinem ent of this kind

,

m ight probably give m ufick to thofe l ines
in Horac e, which now feem fo un tune
able.

IN
'

fubjefts of this nature i t 1 3 not pof
fible, perhaps, to ex ptefs one

’

s ideas in any
very pr ec ife and determ inate m anner; I
w il l on ly therefore in genera l obfer ve with ,

r efpeét to the r eq uifite fiyle of thefe per

for m ances
, that i t c onfifts in a natural

1 cafe
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P eace75 my dea r delz
’

gézt , m i Fleuzy
’

s $3737;
B a t toad) m e, a nd 779 77:f

'

wfler fiflr e : 3"What ”er mfi’nds a tfim e
'

tia luc lzy (77777,
Sl zdes 77770 v erj e, and bz tcbes 777 4 r hyme

And thefad bur den q bme m er r yfiflg
I wil l refer you to your a
the Latin paffage, from when
has taken the gener al hint of theic vertesi
and con tent m yfelfwith adding a t r anfia-t

tion of the l ines from Horace byanother
band :

peace !
1

But be who ba r f: m e I w i ll

bea r d)
Hadbetter take 77 17077 éy the bear d ;

There is .a fir eng tzh and fpi r it 1n thefor m

of thefepafiagesg and aflatnefs and langum
in the latter

,
which cannot fa i l of behtg

difc
'

oVer ed by every r eader of the leathdes
l ic acy of difcetnm ent : and yet the wordsWhich



ffi-E 1 ? ? E i CU R . $1 0 3

ftgnifiéant. v ThEFuIes then
,

{whim q I
'

new “

mentié n
’

ea free; Ho
1 51951}:a poifit

’é ttt ’fhe feat
'

eaete
‘

fefi ttfe

difier ént efl'eéts whic h the%m ew
produce-

‘

in our paflages
them fel

i

v es‘

w il l fer ve to
'

confir m thé truth

M i

jufife
'

é of Ehé
’

ffiles . 1 11
‘

i the
'

-lift
'

es

fee POP7, a sset the
ties w il l be found

“

to cohfifi: 1n the ort

cum bered with wod .

‘
i

Thai ;

. 1

e ur es. er iirfiin
8815: 4

in er n
,
i n m utator n

e Pio
gfi f

tiat
i
ig

l

ar
i
fsf fy

'

jyhic ia
‘

l ae
'

fias
difiufed

‘

th r o
’

thefe l i iies; not to
' i i'ivehtia

thofe happy , tho
’

fam il iar, im ages offlidz'ng
i iiioi r etfe and bi tching in a rhym e} which

H 4. can
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c an “ never bej fufii efiqm ly adm ixedfi
'

By t

theftr apflatos '

J qq {m s @0 1ai£ 1 9W“ 115181WWW
a ppear edz ti thi an Qm OtiQflm iBigM GM
$ 381 1 défippoim s the:fatcc of hisM ai r

Nay 1 1 1517!6c bea r
‘df

ouLo

2 27 i: l m .

‘

s
hfls thfi ' m wn Ofa tm an 1m afi w i i

afig

“1911513.

3 11 51 tr agic al hf‘gigo the u

“

fly 'o HO IjBfSCOVI 1 1 1 0 5 ! 3

B U T I need not en ter m ore m iffiiiely

The

g
en

z

er al hints I have thrown out in

this Is te r w il l fufli c e to ‘

fhéw ye tiWhat s:
. qonfifia find a fte per haps

,
it

.

c an
1 3 1? SH

‘

051 1 1 11 55
1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1111 1 génius

« A o n - 1
a “I am 355 1 1 3 1 : 4 11 1 )

‘
i . Q i zb

‘

rEh

oq"
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pl im cnts, which were paid h im by a ce r a ‘
tain ridiculous é tafior h

ofi lug figm es. But

tho’ the wreathes of folly Ihpuld mt
difg r ac e the tem ple& they finm uhd ; they
w i ther

,
at leai

’
c
,
as foon as received :

3196 if’

they fhould not be dffenfive

a n Addifor r 3. P6153, 11
‘
s

“

0166111 113 11 the

11 1
“hs

‘

the

their c

6
6 7

“ J could 1 1111 13weave 1 11 111
'

gzir j atids of
fififadii

’

fig 3 11 11 1111116 ; if IWe r e 1 1 1 t he num
tier 61 1 11 1511: 1 11 111611 1115111 1 1 whor e appr oi
batior i

'

is {fiend {hbuid 11 61

want that 11 1111 1 1 11
“

'Wh i‘éh his
'

vi ii thes defer ve
,
fan

'

ti 311111
teiftheWorld (2151 11 311511
{hould be heard fi i‘éhd
that Eufebes, with all t
bi per ience of thefe later agesf has

Cal l: 1 11 1:

innoc ence and fim pl ic ity of theM e

that



£ 13WE
'

R LX.

"

167

he enforces the dofi r ines ef hi s fa

funél ion ,
not with the v ain pom p of

ofiea tatious eloquence but with the far
of afiive and

ex em plar y Vi rtue foftens
'

the feW1 th thec afe and fam i:
and by gener oufly

m ingl ing,
~
0With the rheanefi; com m i tted to

his care; infinusates the inflm é’cor uhder

the ai r of the com panion : that whim he
thus fil l s up the circle of h is private fia
tion

,
he fii l l turns his regards to the pub

l ick, and em ploys his gen ius, his indufir y,
and his fortune

,
in pr ofecu ting and per

feel ing thofe difcover ies,Which tend m oi’t
to the general benefit of m ankind : in aWor d, that whilf’c others of his order ar e
c ontending for the am bitious priz es of c c
c lefiafiic al dignities, it is his glorious pre
em inence to m erit the highefi,

without

enjoying or fol l ic iting even the lowefi .
This

,
and yet m ore than this

,
the world

fhoul d hear of you r friend, if the wor ld
were inclined to l iflen to m y voice . But

tho’ ye ti perhaps ,
'

Philotes
,
m ay be wil

l ing togiveaudience to m yMufe,
m m



- l o8 L E T T '

E R
'

LX.

car t {he' hOpe te find favoni
“ li liew ife m

the fight of the publick .
P Let:m e then ,

i’éther conten t piyfelfWith the filen t 51d
m i r a

'

tion of thofe virtues, which l am Bot
w orthy to ce lebrate; and leave 1 1 to other s

4

to‘plac e the goodWorks of EufebesWhere
I am '

, SCC.

L E T
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"

LX-I.

T1 1 E charm s ofthefine ar ts ar e, i11 deed
l iterally deri ved ftor r i the author of al l

nature, and founded 1 11 the original fram e
and c onflitution of the hum an m ind .

Accordingly, the gene r al principlesof tqfle
ar e com m on to our whole fpec ies, aad

arife from that in ternal fenfe of beauty

whichevery m an
,
in fom e degree at leafi,

evidently poffeffc s. No rational m inii
Can be (0 wholly void of al l per c eptit

of this fort, as to be capable of contem
plating the various objeé

’
ts that fur r our ici

h im
,
with one equal coldnefs and i ii

difference: There ar e certain form sWhich
r im fi nec efiar i lyfill the foul with ag r eeable
ideas, and (he is inflantly determ ined in
her

u

appr obation of them , previous to al l

m afoning concern ing thei r ufe and conve
nienc e. I t is upon thefe general princ i
pies

,
that what 1 s cal led fine tafie 1 11 the

a r ts is founded ; and confequently 1 8 by

no m eans {0 pr ecatious and unfettled an
idea, as you choofe to defet ibe it . The

truth is tafie is nothing m ore than this
univer fal fenfe of beauty, rendered m ore

ex qui



geniusi l
st reet by

a nd i t i s from t e and
this fort; that

1 11 1 her m en t
c oinplegt

u

lii ds
the whole circle of the im it

’

atwé a
‘

tor ical a r ts 1 8 governed by the fam e gene-y:
1 al rules of c r itic ifm ; and to prove the

certainty of thefe w 1 th r efpeCt to
is toefiahl iih the 1 r y
0 al l the"r efi . IWill

t . the criterion of tafie 1 11
‘

a
'

r el
'

tion only to finewriting.

1

E A e fiflfpec ies of c om pofition haflts '

.

i difiinét per feiftions and it
' would requis‘e

a m uch larger com pels than a letter af
fix ds

,

‘ to prove their r efpeét ive beauties to
’

be der iv ed
‘

firom t r uth . a1 1d nature}, and

confequently reducible to a r egular
'

and

pr ec if
’

e Peandar d . I wil l only m ent ion
th erefor e r thofe general properties wh ich
as efi

’

eatial to them al l
,

‘
and without;Which 1 11651 m uff fieoetfir ily be defeé

‘
tive

h m ea m m kinds. Tt J thiflk,
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in the defigu, variety and r ekm blance III

the m etaphors and fim ilitudes, togethe rWith propriety and harm ony in thediétion .

Now fom e or al l
“

of thefe quali ties con

Ran tly
'

attendouf ideas of beauty
,
and ne

ciaffa rfly r aife that agreeable perception of

the m ind, in wha t obje€t foever they ap
pear . The charm s of fine c om pofition

then
,
ar e {0 far from ex ifting only 1 1 1 the

heated im agi nation of an en thufiafiick ad

m irer, that they r eful t from the c onfiitu
tion of nature her felf. And perhaps the
principles of c r itic ifm ar e as certain and

'

indifputable, even as thofe of the m athe
m atieks. Thus, for infianc e, that order .
is preferable to confufion

,
that harm ony

is m ore pleafing than diffonanc e, with fom e

few . other ax iom s upon which the fc ienc e

is built ; ar e truths which {t rike at once
upon the m indWith the fam e force of con
v ié

’
tion;as that the whol e is greater than any,

ofi ts parts
,
or that if from equals you take,

away equals, the tem ainderWil l be equal:
And in both cafes, the pi

'

opofit ions which

r efi upon there plaid and obvious m axim s;

feem
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diffetfint ages and of
,

va1 ious 131131 218 1 153

and languages, that Longinus has m ack

the teft of the true fubl im e ; and he m ight

w ith equal jufiioe have ex tended the fam e

c ri ter ion , to al l the infe r ior ex c ellencies éf
elegant c om pofition . Thus the defia nc e

paid to the perform ances of the great

m afier s of an tiquity, 18 fix ed upon jufi and

foiid r eafons : It is not becail feAfifiofie

and
:

Horace have given us the r ules of

c r it
i

c ifm that we fubm it to their atitho7
rity ; it is bec aufe thofe r ul es ar e dei iyed
fr om wor kswhich have
by the

‘

un in te r rupted ad
im proved part of m ankigd, f1

‘

om

their ear lieft appear ance down to this
'

pr e

fexzies ofages, has been univer fafiyefteem ed

fr a g oppofit ion , how eve1 ,whieh
'

Iom a
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Qéet ffitieifini
that after al l which can be {aid Qfifim

tafig, if m ufi ul tim ately be r efolved in to

thepwubar f ehfim f:each md
‘

widual . r But

dgfifdjz the evi dgficn éfi he
‘

m mficn fir ice
thez fang: éfi

'

efi;w hyhe
'

pr oduccdfij' mam .

bedéfb bthei' c aufea f L
'

A h thpufana
‘écéi;

den tal c ir c am fiandcs m ay ifot in 5611 11?

teyaébing the fpr
'

ce ofithem icflven aflowb
m gidc 16

"be r
cver

‘

m fix ed andfifivar
‘iablé

,

‘

fiatc l Not to m cm im b that falfef
’

bias

winch pa r ty or xper fom Pdiflikes m ay cfix

apoifi the m ind, rushes m ol t uépircjfiakéd
er ifiélc w i ll fimd ifit vdifiinuh to

‘dikngwge
'

abut im favodx: ofilpm ti
'

c ulap bfi ufiée
,
$6

wh it h s ei thet ether egenm ix m a i l bag
fiad iééx er me petul iér

' éafi



£1 6 L
“
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h ighefi
'

and m ofi fovér eign degree; thi?
m in

’

d
,When {hepr onour ices judgm er it

any piece of this fort , is apt
its m erit

,
as thofe c i r cum fi'

ances whichI

{he m ofi adm ires either prevai l or arede
fic ieht i . Thus, for

'

ififianee
,

’

the ex
'

cel lencyi

of the 'Rom an
'

m afiter s ' in . pain ting; 17011 31
fii’cs im beéiuzty of defign; .noblel i efs dfihb

-
f

titude, and ' delicacy ofu ex pr eflio'

n but

the charm s of good colouring ar e wantinge
‘

O n 1
' the v cont r ar y, .the

'

Venetian . fchoblgis
'

faid to
,
have-negle&ed . defign

'

a: little tbo

m uch ,but at the
'

faul e tim e has beer i
m ore a ttentive to the grac e and hanhbfiy
ofWel l-d iipofed lights and fhades. Now

i tWil l be adm i tted by al l adm irers of this
noblear t, that no com pbfitibn of.thepew

cil c an be per feétWher e ei ther of thefe
pl ifhed judge m ay be fo particularly {trunk
w ith 91 19 or other iqf thefe

'

ex cel lenc ies, in

preference to the r ef} , as to be influenced
in his cenfur e or applaufe p f the w hole' J ‘

tablat‘ui
‘g, by the pr edom inanc

c iency of his favoutgi tebeauty .

of this kipd (wher e the m eaner
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L E T Tg E R
‘

To a h h‘ t s .

’

March I O
“

,

1 1 A T haughtySac ha r ifia has put

yo
u 0 11 1 of11 11 111 11 1 1With 116Where

fex ?for 1 t i s fom e difappointm ent
,
ITufpeét,

of the tender kind, that has thus (ha r pened
the edge of your fatire, and pointed i ts in
v eéi ive again i

’
t the fairer half of ou r {pe

c ies. You were not m ifiaken , however,
w hen you fuppofed I fhould prove no

convert to your doétr ine ; but rife up as
an advocate

,
where I pr ofefs tr iyfelf an

adm irer. I am not
,

’

tis true
,
altogether

of old Montaigne’s opin ion
,
that the

fouls of both {ex es [ant j ettez (as he
c xpr efl'es it) en m q/m e m ule on the
con trary

,
I ar n will ing enough to join with

you in thinking, that they m aybe wrought
off from differen t m odels. Yet the £4 1:
m ay be equal ly per feéi , tho

’ it ihouid be
a l lowed that they ar e effential ly different.
Nature it is certain, has tr aced out a {e.

par ate



II, é T ' f ‘E R LXII.

cour fe of aetion i
°

0 1
f

the two(ex es ;
they ar e appointeti to difiiné

’
t ofii c es

bf l ifb, it is not impr obable that there
m ay be fom ething 11 1 1111101 l ikewife in the

flaw : of their m inds ; that
“ there m ay

be
'

a kind of feat in the
‘

very Ibul .

-I -cantier ,
'

ther efor e
,
but

'

woudei , 1 11 5151

to adm i t them in to an equal {hare of tifé

dignities’

and offices of his hn aginaty pom

hgonweal th and that the w ifdom of the
2111 11611 1 Egyptians {hould have fo fir angély
inver ted the evident in tent ions of provi
den

'

ce
,
as to Confine the men to domefiic ic

affairs, whilft thewom en
h
l t 1 s faid

h

'

yver e

engaged abroad in the aetive and
'

labor ious
feenes of bufihefs: Hifior y, ‘

it 1 1111 11 he

owned, will fupplylfom e few female in;
gam es of'

al l the m ore m afcul ineivir tues

But appearances of that ex traordinarykind
to fuppor t thenotion

ali ty in the natur al power s

I



xz o L E TH
T
E
E R LXII .

TH U S m uch, h eis eyer , feem s evident
that there ar e certain m oral boundati es
whichnatu r ehasdrawn between the two

and that heither of them c an pafs

over the l im i ts of the other , without

equally deviating from the beail ty and de
corum of their r efpeétive char aé

‘

ter s : Boa

dicea in arm our is
, ta jm e at leaft, as ex

t r avagant a fight (asAchilles in petti
coats,

IN deter m m m g therefore the
“com para

t ive merit of the two (ex es, i t is no dero
on from fem ale ex cellency, that i t dif
ii} kind from that yvhic h diflinguifhes

the male part of our Tpec ies . And if 1 1 1

gene
r al it {hal l be found (what, upon an

im partial enqu iry“ I believe, will m olt
c er taihly be found) thatWom en fil l up
their appointed c i teleofaétionwith greater
regular ity and digni tythan m en

'

; the claim
bfpt efer ence cannot jufily be decided 1n

‘

our favour In the pr uden tial and (eco
nem ical parts of l ife, I think 1 t undeniable
that they rife fa r above us . And if true
fogtim dc Of m ind, is ¢b€fi difc over ed by

3 cheat s
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a s 1 1 1
'

r
'

tr
'

le R
'

L
‘

xi i .

m a ma s (1 3
,
as Ear ly asWC as ea

rE
’Ble of aby dbféiivation f and the 110

ar e

to ou r 11 1 11 113
,
1 111 1 0 11

”
a as

a r ength is 11 11111 1 1165 1 1 1951 11: 1 11 1:

at the fam e

filf 1 11151: 61 1111 5611 and

fatiofiai nations.
l‘
fhe t ruth bf“it li fe

inale education is Yo m uch 11 101 111 1 111 11

1161 1e it is bet ter to leave theM to

its natural anti filihifir uaed fuggd
’
tions,

than to lead it in to fal i
'

e pu r fuits, a nd

c ont r aét its Upon

w e fnii
‘

er
'

the

trained, io coil
J : 4

opin ion of cér taih Mahom étan
tors

,
ahld treat them

' 3
as

have no 181 111 1 slay1 111 ar e ts
‘

é
'

y



fig
fl
3
T1 1 1 s Ima ge neglsé

’

t qf cul tivating the

fem aisg nind , can hardly be all owcd 1 as

gog ci pal isyfi wWhep iL is s mfi der cd how

much she m i csefi of fq sy l s concer ned
in the mfii tude of their lunderfianding

'

si

Thatgikgfom of cyer y m an
’

s life whic h 1 9

m fimfisptrble Of 1 11 6 fim ngcfi ufipr efi

fionS, isfleesfi
'

an iy Linden fem a le di r ééhm x ;
as ther e; a r é few inflances

, perh agss, inWhm h that {ex is not 0 11 6 of the fec r et

trym en, is in:one 1 11 1113061 1 1“ of evevyx na

£1 1111 1 1a ithe fun : 9 l beM m m i
”
faid

bea geys r n the wor ld, but 1 1 is the wo

1‘m en tha t rgoVe r n the Rob m
”
Let

bQWCYCr ; :a Cer tain brfitén '

dmi Ca
'

to of

m akin uo z

'

qfizlt a {econd tinfic thatM
( m e ba lms fo gaftea v y

'

ur z
’d : for IW1 11

another m ax im as Me as the

that there ar e c z r cum/ l a r zce:
1“ wher ein 1 10 w om an has powe r enough
i“ to contm ul 21 1 13211 1 of

'

fpi r it .
”



5

IF it be true then (as tr ue beyond al l

pefadventu re i t is) that fetffaie influence
is thus ex mnfiveg nothing

,
ceftainly, éan

be of hn or e im por tance, than to give it a

proper tendency,
by the afiiflance ofawell

di r efl cd educaticm ; Far am
' I fiom r e:

com m ending any attem pts to r enderWo
fil m iear fieé ; yé t fum ly 1it isbecefiar y t}iey
{1110 11 111 be x aifed abbve i gnor anc e.

i Such

a igener al tm éiur e of the m ofi
”
. ufiful fei

ences as m ay fer ve to free the
'

m

'

ind fr dm
’

vulgar pr ejudices, and give i t a r el ith for

the matiofial ex er c ife bf its power s; m ight
very. juRJy enter into the plan bf fem al e
er udition . .Tha t fex m ight be tau

'

ght
'

to

1 111 11 the com fe of their r eflex ions into a

pr oper and advafitageous channel ,Without
anydafiger of m ider ing them tood evated

for th
'

e fem inine duties of l ife. In a wor d;
I wou ld have them confider ed as defign
cdb y Pr ovidence for taikasWell "as' thew,

ahd tr ained up, not on ly as wom en, but
as r ational c r eatur es. Adie11 . -

'

I ani
, GCc .

"

0 :
.

0

u d ?

t i \ i l
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_

R m an .

of its pofiur c , when thofe am icable p r ops
upon which it ufed to r efi, ar e totally
r em oved. Even the m oii indifferent oh
jeéts w ith whic h we have l oag been fa
m i liar , take fom e kind of root in our

hear ts ; and
“J (bould har dly car e (as a

c elebr ated a
'

uthti r has
,Wi th g i‘eat googl q

natuee, obfer vedé
‘5 tm hase ' an f dld pofl

‘5 pul led whic h I r em efiibei
'

edi c ue:

“ finee l was a childf m i ,
1

.

To know how 19 m eive thefull fatif
fasfition Of a pr cfsa t enjoym ent, with a

difpofition pr epamd at the fatnexdm c £9

yield 1 1 up w ithaut r eluél aaces ks hattdlaf;
I doubt, r econcileable te hum aa itynp am

in being difunited fr om thofa we lové , 1
'

s
a m

’

we m ufi be contented ta pay; ifweWould enjoy the pleat’ur es ef thefedaLaf—J
feéfiéns. Qnfizwoald m t-wiflnz ihdced;
to be whol ly infm fible to difqdictudes

'

of

this kind ; andWe m ufl: 1 136 1 10 11 11 03 1 11 1:
1 1 1 0 11 . r efined r el ifi) of our

'

baing, if .M
1d upon al l oc c

'

afions pofi
'

efs 1111 1 1 111 11 13
in a S toic al tr anquill ity. 5



1 4 m
'

E 5 3 3
'

j LXIII .
’

1 27
THATapfien t phi loi

’

opher 2Whofe pre
cept it wahtooofiveéfe w ith 0 1 1 1 fl' iends as
if they m i

g
ht b r ie day ptoye

our

has be
'

en
'

Jufily
'

c enfur ed as advanc ing a

ver y ungenegous m ax im . To rem em be r
,

0 3?

tha t {har e
l

i

yih I if},
afieét them r epo

'

fe qf

you adieu,

I aim ,
5556 1 J c 03 IJU

1 ‘l ( b g

n w

1 1 1



1 1 11373 , 1 722 .

is a pretty obfer vatioh
, w11ich I

fom ew her e m et that the m off

g of al l ha r m onyanfes
“

froth the

r

a
’

fingle per fot
’
whén m ix ed

‘5 xier al appl aufesof the
I al ihof’c fufpeét; therefore, that you ar e

c onfider ing the inter éfi of your adm ir ed

Iar
'

ther objeé
’
tibns td

'

hi s and

ar eTo
'

i' Joi n ing to thenum

ber of thofe who aavance his r eputati on,
by dppofing it . The tr u th, however, is,
you could not have chofen a c r itick

_
(if a

c r itick I m ight ven ture to cal l m yfelf)
who has a h ighet efi

'

eem for al l the com

pofitions of Mr . Pope as indeed I look
upon every thing that c om es from h is

hands, w ith the fam e degree of vener atioxi
as if it were confec r ated by antiquity . Ne

ver thelefs, tho
’ I greatly revere his judg

m ent
’

, I cannot abfolutely renounce m y
ow n
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‘

Agam em non , addr efling him felf toMe

nelans and U lyfl'es, aflcs
,

And um you, cbzéfs, w ithout a bluj bfur fwy ,Wbole troops befor eyotz Iab’

r ing in

So l ikew ifePandar us
,
(peakiug ofDiom ed

,Who is perform ing the utm ott efforts
i

of

her oifm in the field of battle
,
fays,

Inv olo
’

d in c louds,pr otefis him in tbe— fray.

V . 23 5 .

BU T what would you think, Euph r o
n ius

,
were you to hear of the im per

vious foam and rough waves of a

br ook w ould i t not put you in m ind
of tha t drole thought of the ingenious
Dr . Young , in one of his Epifiles to our
author, where he talks of a puddle in a

fiar m ? yet by thus confounding the pr o
pet ties of the

.

higheft ‘objefts with thofe
of the lowefi,

Mr . Pope has turned one

of the m of’t pleating fim il ies in the whole
I liad

,
i 11 to downright bur lefque

A t wbm fom efimplefiba z
'

n bi: cot forfbées,
And wide tbr o

’

fem an unknown j our ney
I



LXIV.

im per viouspr of: t lae wand
’

r er
’

s

an?!tz
'

r
’

d
,
r etur ns at

73 4 '

This fweliing brook , however, of MI
Pope, IS in Hom er a r apid t iver , r i1 (hingWith v ioIehc e . 1 1 1 10 the fea

2 7 1m ear wx oeow w o7atf4 e} ZxM 3s w gogeowu

V . 5
‘

9 8.

I l j is one of the n effen tial r equifites of
up epick poem , and indeed of every other
kind of fer ions poetr y, that the £1e be

r aifed above com m on elanguage ; -as 110

ni tyofdifi ion ,
from w hich the poetought

never idioms of a ‘
v

”

ulgar and
fam il iar cat’s. Mr . Pope has fom etim es

negleéted this im portan t rule but m ofl:
frequently 1 11 the in tr odué

’
tion of “his

To m entwn only a few 1n

1 Thabglone, toP bx riix gave tézefigfl
IX. 2 9 IWith



3 3 2 L E T T E R LXIV.With thatflew :4 4 x bis longfilence br oke.
1X 73 1 .With that tbe vener a'

ble wa r r ior r aj é .

X 1 50.With that they fiep’

d
‘

afide
, fife. —é

X . 4 1 5.Whereas Hom er generally prefaces his
{peeghes wi th a digni ty of ph r afe, tha t
c al ls up the attention of the reader to what
is going to be

'

u ttered . Mil ton has very
happily copied his m anner in this par ti
cu la t , as wel l as in m any others and tho’

he often fal ls in to aflatnefs of ex pr efiion ,
he has never once, I th ink, com m itted
that error upon oc cafions of th is kind. He

ufual ly u(her s in his har anguesWith {ome
thing char aé

’
ter iftic al of

. the fpeaker f or
that poin ts out fom e rem arkable c i r cum -o

fian ce of his pr efen t fituation, in the fol
low ing m anner

B r eaking the bor r idjflence, '

tbu:
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Such 2773[a tbicé tblewégtgel
’

d fguap
’
r jvmflood

M tbfibm r s er eé
'

t
’

,
a m ovm g 1 r on wood,

There feem s alfo to be an in confifiency
in the two par ts of this defc r iption ; for
the troops ar e r epr efented as fianding fiil l ,
at the fam e tithe that the c i r cum ftanc e

m entioned of the fpear s, {hould r ather 1m
ply (asindeed the t r tith is) that theyWere
in m otion . But if the t r anflator had been
faithful to h is author 1 11 this pafi

'

age, ne1

ther of thefe
‘
objeétions c ould have been

r aifed : for in Hom er it is,

Tow n

ww ww m uflaWye;

K uw , ow csa
'

w 1 5 m eyx ew v m fpy x uagd:

IV. 2 8o.

Is ther e not l ikém fe fom e little tendericy
to apun, in thofe upbr a iding l inesWhich
Heéi or addr effes to Pa r is?

Eor (bee g r eatfliaiz 4 guar di an ber oesfa ll, I

Mr . Pope at leafis defer ts his gu ide , in

order to give us this conceit of dead m en
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44 m dz
’

ng a town 3 for the ,
or iginal g ould

n0t poflibly lead him into it. Hom er
,

with a plainnefs fuitable to the oc cafion
,

only tells us,

Ax e:pew¢9wu9ao
'

1 m e: 7r7a , 051m ) r é r ezz ag;
VOl VI . 3 27

TE U C E R; in the eighth book
, aim s a

dart at Heétor ,Which , m ifiing its way,flew Gor ythio; uponWhich we ar e told,
Anotberflmfltine r ag ing a r cher tbr ew ;

7714 : other j baft w ith er r ingj mflew .

(Fr om Hefiar P bazbm tum
’

d theflying
wound)

fi tfi ll not dr y or guildefs to tbe g r ound.

Aflying wound is a thought ex aé’dy in the
fpit it of O v id ; but highly unw orthy of
Pope as wel l as of Hom er : and indeed
there is not the leafi foundat ion for it in
the or iginal . ButWhat do you think of
the {haft that fel l dr y or gui lfle/ s where

,

yon &e, one figur ative epithet is added as
ex planatory of the other . The doubling
of epithets

,Without r aifing the idea, is
not allowable in com pofitions

‘

of any

K 4 kind ;
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’
R
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kind ; but leafi of a l l I t is, ‘

faysQl inéti l ian
;
as if on fol

dier in an a r m y were to be attended with
'

a valet you enc r eafe you r num ber with

oat adding to your fir ength .

B U T if i t be a faul t to etoud epithets
of the fam e im port one

'

upon the other
it is m uch m ore (0 to em ploy_

fuch as cal l ,

off the atten tion from the p r inc ipal , idea
‘

to be r aifed, and turn i t upon little or fo
reign c i r c um fianc es . When fEne

'

as
‘

is

wounded by Tydides, Hom er defc r ibes
Venus as c ondutt ing him thro

’ the thick
ef

’
t -tum ul t of the enem y, and conveying .

h im from the field of battle . But while
we ar e follow ing theh ero wi th our whole
concern , and trem bling for the danger
which fur r ounds him on al l fides ; Mr .

Pope leads os off from our anx iety for
fEneas, by an un inter efi ing epithet rela
ting to the fir uéi ur e of thofe infir um ents

of death , which were every whereflying :
about him 3 and we ar e coldly infor m ed

l

that the dar ts werefla tbfr ed
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021 bit br oad j bozdder fell the for cefi l

M e g lancing dm onwar d IW’d bis boé'
band.

Afldfla in’

d w it]: j ac r ed blood the bluih
'

ingfam t

To take the foi' ce of th is epithet
,
we m ufi

{uppofe that the r ednefs which appeared
upon the {and on this oc cafion

,
w as an

effect of its blufh ing to find itfelf fiained

with the blood of IO fac r ed a per fon

than which there cannot be a m ore forced
and unnatural thought . It puts m e in

m ind of a pafi
'

age in a Ftench d r am atick

writer, who has form ed a play upon the
Rory of Pyr am us and Thifbe. The hap
le m aid

,
addr efii ng her felf to the dag ?

ger whic h lies by the tide of her lover
,

breaks out into the following ex clam a

Ab void le poignar d gui da fi ng da for i

S
’

ej i [oui lle
’

Iacbem er zt : i l rougit it
tr ait r e.

‘

Boileau,
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Boi leau, taking notice of thefe l ines, oh

ferves
,
{outes[es g laces da Nor d ezy

'

em bk tze

font pa ,
(2m m fem , plusfloides gue . cetfe

pm séf . But of the two poets
,
I know

not whether
.
Mr . Pope .is not m olt to be

condem ned : for whatever tham e the poig
na r d m igh t take to i tfelf, for being con

cerned m the m urder of the lover it is
ce r tain that the fand had not the leafl:
{hare m the dea th of the pr iefi.

TH E an tien t c r iticks have infified m uch
upon proprie ty of language ; and

,
indeed

,

one m ay with great juf
’
tic e fay, what the

inful tedj ob does to his im pertinent friends,
bow for c ible ar e r ight wor ds The
truth is, tho

’ the fentim ent t
‘

h ufi always

fuppor t the eXpr efii on ,
yet the expr eflion

m ufi give grace and effic acy to the {en ti
m ent ; and the fam e thought {h al l fr e
quently be adm ired or condem ned

,
ac

cording to the m erit of the particular

ph r afe in which it is conveyed . For this
r eaibnix J. Om ia r , in a t r eatife which he
wroteconcern ing the Latin language, c al ls

a judic ious choice of words, the or ig i r ze
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"
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‘

qfeloquence ; as indeed nei ther oratory nor
poetry c an be r aifed toany deg

ree ofper

feétiOn , where this their principal root is
II

l iegleéted . In this ar t Vi rgil particularly
ex cels ;

‘

and it is in ' the inim itable grace
of .hiswords (as Mi . Dryden Yoin ewher e

jufily obfer ves) wherein that beau ty prin

c ipafly’

c onfifts
,
which gives fo inex pi

‘
ef

fibie a pleafur e to him ,
who heft under

{hands their force . No m an w as ever a
m oreflc ilful m afier of this powerful ar t

,

than Mr . Pope ; as he has, upon fever al
oc c afions throughout this t r anflation

,

’

r ai

fed a r id dignified h is fiyle with certain ah
tiquated words and ph r afes, tha t ar e m ofl;
wonderful ly folem n and m ajeflick. I c an
not

,
however

,
forbear m en tioning an in

fiance, where he has em ployed an obfo

lete term lefs happily, I think, than is his
general c ufiom . It occurs in fom e lines
which I joft now quoted for another pur

I

t

0 72bis br oadflaulder fell tbefi r cg
‘i tl brand

,

T/m zce g lanc ing downwa r d lopp
'

d bi s bob!
V. 1 05.

B r and
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on em ploying antiquated words with for ce

and propriety {o
the grace of novel ty to the
curr en t term s of a language:
them in a new and

D ix er i s eg r egié notum /i cal/ida v er bum

Reddider i tj unfium nov um .
-HO §. j

The great caution , however, to be 0593 15;

ved in any attem pt of this
'

kind,
‘

is R) ju
dic ioufly to connect the expr efii ons, as to
rem ove every doubt concern ing the {igni
fic ation 1 nWhich they ar e defigned : for
as per fpicui ry 1 s the end and fupr

‘
em e ex i

c el len cy of writing, there cannot be
'

a

m ore fatal objection to an author’sflyle,
than that i t {tands in need of a com m em
tator. Butwill not this objec

'

tion lie againfl:
the following ver fe ?

Nex t artful Pher ec lus untim eneIl . V . 75.

The word a r tfid is her e taken out of i ts

appropriated acceptation
,
in order to ex »

profs

-o; 96960 7"157 17 470 3051 3001 04 wafléc
w ew



But however?al lowabl e . it. m ay be (ass ih
deed it is hot only al lowable but graceful)
to t aife a word above its or dinary im por t,
when the ca l lig

'

g j unfium (as Horace cal ls
it) determ ines at once thefenfe in which
i t is ufed ; yet it fhould never be cait (0
far baok fr om i ts cufiom ar y m eaning

,
as

to {land for an idea which has no relation
to what it unpl ies, 1 11 its prim ary and na

tural fiate This wou ld be introducing
uncertainty and c onfufion in to a language ;
and turn ing every fentence into a riddle.
Accordingl y, after we have

-travelled ‘

on

thro’ the fever al fuc ceeding l ines in this

paflli ge, we ar e obl iged to change the
idea with whichWe fet out ; and find at

lafi
,
that by the a r tful Phereclus we ar e to

under f
’
tand

, not
,
what we at‘fir i’t appr e

hended
,
a m an of cunn ing and defign ;

but one who is {killed in the m echani

cal arts.

IT is with a liber tyn f the fam e unfuC-s

c efsful kind
,
that Mr . Pope has rendered
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Tor ar go
'

lega; wgw eeflr c Am way qtyh z

é
g qoggi

I know not by what figur e of$eech , thb
whole race of a'

m an c
'

ah denote his nex t
im m ediate “"defcendant and

,
I

'

no

fynecdoche
'

c an acquit this ekpr eflion oi
nonfenfe. The truth is,

”

whoever
' veii-l

tures to fir ike out of the c om m on

‘

roadj
,

m ufl: be m ore than ordinarily car eful;or
he will probably lofe h is w ay.

T H 1 s rem inds m e of a pafiage or two,
w here ou r poet has been ex trem ely inju

t ious to the fenfe of his author
, and m ade

him talk a language which he never ufos ;
the language, I m ean ,

of abfur dity. In

the fix th Il iad , Agam em non aJIur es Me

nelans
,

IN x efawah m r
’

, aq Gs
-
oz VI. “ 60 ;

But in Mr . Pope ’s ver fion, that chief telis
his brother

,
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he fails yet I '

c an find no ex cufe for -afi

unaccountable abfur dity he has fallen 11 1-J
to

,
in t r anfla ting a paifage of the tenth

book . B iom ed and U lyfles taking advan
ug e of the night, fet out in order to view
the Trojan cam p . In thei r w ay they m eet
with Dolon

,
who is going from thence

to the Grecian
,
upon an errand of the

fam e kind . After having feiz cd th is 11 1 1
fortunate . adven turer

,
and ex am ined him

concern ing the fituation and defigns of

the enem y ;Diom ed draws h is (word
,
and

fir ikes ofi
'

Dolon ’

s head
,
in the very in

fiant that he is fuppl ic ating for m ercy

¢9ey7quevx fazed 7 8 7 i m e»; x owgfm eWq .

Mr . Pope has turned this in to a m olt ex ;
tr aor dinar y m i racle, by afi

'

ur ing os that
the head {poke after i t had quitted the

The beadyet [peaking m utter
’

d as it fell .

T 1 1 1 s puts m e in m ind of a wonder of
the fam e kind in the Fa i ryQq een, where
Corflam bo is r epr eiented as blafphem ing ,

after



WE TT E R LXIV
his head had been [truck of? by
A r thur i

£7522wi th ri l l bir inigbf
‘

cm dm a z
'

fz

14 1m l emyé hi sGod, that didbimfi confii md.

Book IV. 8 .

But Corflam bo was the (on of a g ian tefs,
ahd could conquer whole

i

kingdom
’

s by ,

only looking a t them .We m ay, P
erhaps

,

therefore allow him to tal k
,When every

othe r m an r nufl: be filent : whereas there
is nothing in the hiflor y of poor Dolon

,

that can give him the leaft pretence to this
pr iyilége

’

. The truth is
, Mr . Pope

ha ve been led into this blunde r
byScal igei , who has given the fam e fexiie
to the veric , and then with

g
reat w ifdom

’

F H E th oft pleating picture in the
whole Il iad, is, I think,

the parting of

‘
Heétor and Androm ache andMr .

Pepe
L 2 has
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has
,
in general

,
very fuc cefsful ly c

'

op1eti
’L

it . But i n fom e places he feem s not to

havetouched i t with tha t delicacy ofpen
cil

,
which graces the original : as he has

enii r ely loft the beauty of one of the fi
gures. Hector is r epr efented as ex tending
h is arm s to em brace the little Afiyanax ,

who being ter r ified w i th the unufual ap
pear anc e of a m an in arm our

,
throws

h im felf back upon his nur fe’

s br eafl
,
and

falls in to tears. But tho
’

the Hero and

his fon were defigned to draw our princi

pal attention, Hom er in tended l ikew ife
that we {hould c afl a glance towards the
nur fe. Accordingly

,
he does not m ark

her out m erely by the nam e ofher othee ;
but adds an epithet to thew that (he m akes

no inconfider able figu r e in the piece : He

does not fim ply call her 7 79 a but sb
‘

é
’

wyo;

7 19m . This c i r c um fl ance Mr . Pope has
en tirely overlooked

0 ; 64 7m m, 8 7r ac130; cessafla¢a z§q§wg Eflwe. ’

ALP 7 809 x oMr ov eufwvow 1 19m );

Ex m vfifl101w , 7 m7eo; $121 8 041 1 9 4 7 1151595 5 : a

on etim e ; 96am ” 2to 1 7 7 109541 1 1 1 1 ,

Am »
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'

LXIV.

(m al l ones . There IS a pafi
'

age in thi

ninth Il iad , which will jufiify the tr uth of
the latter of thefe obfer vations Wh‘

e
‘

n

Achil les receives Ajax and U lyfiIes 1 1 1 his

tent
,
who were fen t to him i n the nam e

of Agam er n non ,
in order t o pr evai l w ith

him to return to the arm y Hom er gives
a very m inute accoun t of the entertain ;

m en t
,
which was prepared for them upoh

that oc c afion .

’

'

It is im pofi i ble, perhaps,
in m odern language to pr efer v e the

‘

Iains

il ignity in defc r iptions of thi s kind, wh ich
fo confider ably r aifes the or ig ihal z and

indeedMr . Pepe warns his reader s not to

ex pect m uch beauty in the picture . How ;

ever
,
a tr anflator fhould be careful not to

throw i n any additional c i r c um fiancés
,

which thay lower and debafe the piece 3
which yet Mr . Pope

"

has
,
in h is ver fion

of the fol lowing line

HugMayon n a
i

se 3a m :
Jue

'

ya , (Da g .

Meanwbz
’

e a t r oc lus {weats tbefir etow ife.

Own the truth, Euphr onius : does not



‘ i

L E T T E R LXIV.

thfigi ve you the idea of a gr eafy cook a t
1?k1 tchen fir e ?Whereas noth ing of this
kind is fuggefied m the original . Ou the
CM ,

the epithet 10 feem s to have
beenadded by Hom er

,
in order to r econ

cile us to t he m eannefs of the act ion , by te
m inding us of the high character of the

per fon who is engaged in it : and as
'Mr .

Addifon obfer v es of Virgil’s hufbandm an
,

that he tofies about h is dung with an

ai r of g r ac efulnefs one m ay with the
fam e truth fay ofHom er

’

s hero
,
tha t he

l ights his fir e with an ai r of dign ity.

I I NT END ED to have c lofed thefe hafiy
objections

,
with laying before you fom e

of thofe paiTages, where Mr . Pope feem s

to have equalled
,
or ex celled his original .

But I perceive I have al ready ex tended m y
letter beyond a r eafonable l im it : I wil l
referve therefore that m ore pleati ng

,
as

well as m uch eafier
, ta ik to fom e future

oc c afion . In the m ean tim e
,
I defir e

youwill look upon theic rem arks
,
not as

proceeding from a fpir it of cavil, (than
which
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which I know not any m ore t ruly con

tem ptible) but as an infiance of m y

having read your favourite poet with that

attention which his own unequalled m e

r it and your Judicious recom m endation
m oft defer vedly claim .

L E T
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v ifits, but v ij z
'

tatiom and am nev er obli

ged to give audience to one
'

of this fpec ies,
that I do not confidc r m yfelf as under a
judgm en t for thofe num ber leis hours,
which I have {pen t in vain . If theic
fons and daughters of idlenefs and folly

would be per fuaded to enter into an ex

c lufive foc iety am ong them felv cs, the reft

of the world m ight pofi
'

efs their m om en ts

unm olefied : but nothing leis will fatisfy
them th an open ing a gene r al com m er ce ,
and fai l ing into ever y port where c hoice
or chance m ay drive them . Were we to
live

,
indeed

,
to the years of the antedi lu

vians, one m ight afford to r efign fom e
part of one’s own tim e

,
in charitable r e

l ief of the infufl’

er able weight of t heirs ;
but fince the days of m an ar e fh r unk in to
a few hai’r y revolutions of the fun

,
whole

afternoons a r e m uch too confider able a fa
c r ifice to be offered up to tam e civil ity.What heightens the contem pt of this

character, is, that they who have (0 m uch
of the form

,
have al ways leaft of the

power of fr iendfhip : and tho
’ they will

c r a z e
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‘

gm he tbei r cha r iot wheels (as Mil ton cx

p
efl'es it) to deftr oy your "

r epofe ; they
would not drive half the length of a fir eet

to aflifi '

your difir efs.

I‘rWas owing to an interruption from
one of thefe obiéquim ts in truders, that I
wa s prevented keeping m y engagem en t
with you yefier day and you Inuit ih

dulge m e in this difchar ge of m y invec

tive agar ufi the ridiculous oc cafion of {o
a I

L ET
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Ta
'

CI Y T
‘

AN ISE R .

Sept . 1 0 , 1 71 8 .

O U . who never forget any thing,
can tel l m e

,
I dar e fay, w hofe oh

fer v ation i t is , that of al l the action s
Of our l ife nothing is m ore uncom m on,
than to laugh or cry with a good grace”

But tho’ I c annot r ecol leét the author, . I
{hal l always retain h is m ax im ; as, indeed,
every day’

s occurrences fuggefl: the truth
of i t to m y m ind . I had particularly an
oc c afion

_

to fee one part of i t v er ified in
the t r eatife I herewith re turn you : for ,
never

,
fur ely, w as m irth m ore injudic i

oufly directed, than that which this wri
ter of your acquaintance has em ployed .

To drole upon the efiabl i lh ed religion of

a country, and laugh at the m oit fac r ed
and inviolable of her ordinances

,
is as far

rem oved from good politicks, as it is from
good m anners. I t is indeed upon m ax ims

of
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i ts true and genuine vigour
,
is, I c onfefs,

a m oft nobl e and power fii l principle ; but
far too r efined a m oti ve of action ,

even for
the m ore cultivated par t of our fpeCies 19

adopt in general : and, in fact , we find
i t m uc h oftener pr ofefied than pu r fued
Nor ar e the laws of a com m un ity fufii
cien t to anfw er al l the r efir ain ing pur

pofes of governm ent ; as there a r e many
m oral poin ts, which 1 t is im poflible to ie
cure by eXpr efs pr ov ifions. Hum an ia

fiitutions c an reach no farther than to cer
tain general duties , in which the c ol lec l

t ive welfare of foc iety is m ore particularly
concerned . Whatever elfe is nec efi h ry

~

for the c afe and-happinefs of foc ial inter-f

c our fe, c an be derived only from the afi

fif’r anc e of rel igion 3 which influences the
n icer connec’tions and dependencies '

of

m ankind , as i t regulates and corrects the
heart . How m any tyrann ies m ay I ex er f

c ife as a parent, how m any ha r dlh ips m ay
I infiié’t as a m ail er if I take the ftatutes
of m y coun tr y for the only guides of my
actions

,
and think every thing lawful

that is not im m ediately .pena1 ? The

2 truth



Ia iéfif
’

l
‘
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3 1 variety of infianc es far m ore atr o
c ioufly, than by what the law c onfider s

either-as a h and or
‘

a robber y . Now in

cafes of this kind (and m any very im por t
ant cafes of this kind there ar e) to te

m ove the bars of religion , is to throw open
the gates of oppr effion It is to leave the
bond }

,
expofed to the injurious inroads

of thofe (and they ar e fa r , perhaps, the

g r eatefi: par t of m ankind)who, tho"they
would never do j zgflz'c e dfld love m er ry, in
cor npl iance with the dictates of nature
would fc r upuloufly pr aétife both in obe

dicace to the rules of revela tion .

THE grofs of our (pec ies can never
indeed, be influenc ed by abfir aéi: r eafon
ing, nor captivated by the naked charm s

of Vir m e 011 the c on trary, nothing feem s

m ore evident than that the gener ality of

3 M m ufi be engaged by fenfible obo

hopes and fears. And this has been the
"

coni’tant m ax im of all the celebr ated le
g
if

latoi s
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lators, from the ear lieft efiabliihm ent (1!

governm en t, to this pr efen t hour . It

true i ndeed, that none have contended

m ore warm ly than the an tien ts for the
“

dign ity of hum an nature; and the natiVe

difpofition
of the foul to be enam oured

w t th the beauty of virtue but ' i’t is equal;

ly
true , that none have m or e {l r enuou

fly‘

incu lcated the expediency of adding the

authority of rel igion to the fuggeitions of

nature, and m aintaining a reverence to

the appointed cerem on ies of publick worn:

(hip .
The fentim ents of Pythagoras (or

whoever he be who w as au thor of thofe

ver fes w hich pafs under that philof0pher
’

s

nam e) ar e
well known upon this fubjeét

J

A9am r s g y er 77 001 7
01 3 28 4 , va‘uc‘e 00; 3100x 91 1 0“,

Tsh a .

MA NY indeed ar e .the antien t pafi
'

ages
'

w hich m ight be produced in fuppor t of

this afi er tion, if it were nec efiar y to pm

duce any pafi
'

ages of this kind to you,

whom I have (0 often heard contend
. for ,

the fam e truth , w ith
'

al l
'

the awakening

powers of learn ing a
nd eloquence . Suffe r

m e
,
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l
iag killed his friend Cli tus, as c onfider ing ,
in his cool m om en ts

,

“ whether the gods
had not perm itted him to be gui ltyof that

horrid act
,
in punifhm ent for his ir religious

negle& of their {acted rites . And Juve
nal im putes the four ce of that tor r ent

of vice which broke in upon the
'

age in

which he wrote
,
to

‘

thc geher al difbelief

that prevailed
, of the publ ick doé

’

tr ifics of

their efiabl ifhed religion . Thofe tenets,
he tel ls us

,
that influenc ed the ' gior ious

condui t of the Cu r ii
,
theScipio’s, the Fa

br ic ii
, and the Cam il li

,
were

,
in his days,

fo totally ex ploded
,
sis fc a r ce to be received

even by chi ldren . It were well for fom e
pa r ts of the ch r ifiian world

,
if the fam e

obfer v ation m ight not with jufiic c be ex
tended beyond the l im itsof antien t Rom e
And I often r efleét u pon the ve r y judi
cions rem ark of a great writer of the lafi
century

,
who takes notice, that the

generali ty of Chr ifiendom is nowWell
nigh arrived at that fatal con di tion,
which im m ediately prec eded the de

3 Sat . II . 1 49 .
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'
gfifi tfition of the wor fh ip of the an tien t
eefw or icy1 {when e r

-

fagf of ge
hg ion mWpublihk afiemh l ies

,
w as qoite dif

a {went fr og} zilii‘hw gem n which
m en had concern i ng it in private .”

11 mg; 151 811
'

c
'

e
'

r taih lyfc c
‘

niid
’

iefs
th
'

én the
’

ge
-r

t(i i ipf
’Wéék"5nd

hey~w

hhd indebd‘fin the r e
w i

'

fe:flir t“; fr et thiéfn ihr e'fli i nkl
iag

'

gtfid Judi ciog s
-

pér f; 130111of
‘

thei’r

1 11 511 121 1 11 1 philofoPhéi
’i b

'

11 11
’

aniin o
’

t
'

iflyem u}

cur r éd i fifl’{uppogt ing them 21 31 36 156??t

im ioifable z) w aif peifuaded, . . noi i dbubtp

thi t ?r eiig iodj zisnthd ithougefi cem en t in
thc t gr eiit di r tifiii r e

idfam or al governm ent .

I A
'
v

,
J

,



' i ' as 30 r Law? 3 ii to 1 1 1
3’

i q x x 3 3

L E f Tffg
‘

g1 1 13 :s 1 1 Ja n yawn q wadt
9 ’

La i r .” "
1f hh

n

fii b
r i
h l hoe

z 1 1 1 5 1 3 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 13; read the Perform ance you

Com mun ic atecl to me
,
with al l the

J e n a 5 0 1 g \

atte
'

ht ion you
{tr iétfinc

uqr ity a6 0

what an an tien
v - J

pag age of The r m opy 7210 2n
'
vidi

g r eater v

eug r gy of lahgq age a nd
,
‘
fetitim ent

unitedz together in the, fam e c ompafs of

l ines 1 ‘

and it wou ld he l m injifli icec to 1h¢i
w or ld

r
z as well

(o anim ated and fo ufeful a c dr npb
'

fitiom

A S A T 1 R 1 s T of true gen ius
,
who is

warm ed by a generous indignation of vice,
and whofe c enfur es ar e c ondufied by

candor
,
and tm th

,
m erits the applaufe

of every friend to V irtue . He m ay be
c onfiaer ed as a fort of fupplem en t to the

legiflative
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E
’
RT 151 1 171 1?

againfi{he Héfigns
'

01 1 1 11 1 111 11 1

ge
‘
mhs 1 0 3 11 f

'

od éLhiffé r /ebfifié l 111 1 1 9111 1

pm dlfig
l l iltew ik the 11 1 011?1 11 1 1 1 11 1 1 1

pm

v éhti i l e m
‘

o thler
'

s
'

ofJ afi
’

hm hfg
‘
the fi r 1m

c haf’afievl of1 d1fi1ng1 1 1 lh ed ihfam y
'

w“ FEW
J r er féx tq tal lyr 1 171 1 111 1 68

1 1 z s<tdtha€1 c abandom

cd all fc ntim tfifs h f fim m e ; Jand
‘“Wm

eve1 y
1 0 1her z zpr i 1i m plc qf 1 1 r r aegr l ty 1a fur +

r endered, km : géfi
‘

er afly find the conflifi
is {fil l im a i

'

n tained i d thi$ lafi '

pdfln ft i é+
treat ing v irtue . In this . i r iew ther efem g

i t 1110 1 1 111 feein , 1he1 11u1 1 1 1 1dn of za {adr i ft

{nay be jufiifiedi notw ib
fhfiandlng it 1fl10uld

be 1 11 116: (what an exc el lent m or alifi has af

fefieglh thg t hi s chafiifem en ts rather ex,
afper atfsé han r eqlaim theft:on whom they
fall . 1 Perhaps; no hum an penal ties jar e of
any m r al advar l itagp t9 ,the c r im iéal him
felf h and the principal“ benefit thag feexps
to be der ivecl fr om c ivgl punifhr penfs of
any kind, is their r efiyaining influehce
119m , ghg: c ondué

’
c of qther s .

a J ‘j d 3 1

q ual ified to m anage Jhl s .

form idable how .

The ar r ow s of fatire
,
when they a r e not

poin ted



'
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pointed by Gi r tue, as well as w it
,
r ec oil

back upon the hand that di r eéts them
,

and wound none but h im from whom

they pr oc eed, Ac cor ding ly, Hor ac e r efis
the whole fuc cefs of w r itings of this for t

,

upon the poet
’

s being I nteger fr ee

him fel f from thofe im m or a l fiains which
he points out in

‘

other s. Ther e c annot,

indeed
,
be a m or e od ious, nor at the fam e

tim e a m or e contem p tible c har afier than

that of a Vitious fa ti r ifi :

£2115; cwlum ter r is non m ifcea z
‘
et m a r e a r ia

,

S ifur dzfi liceat Ver r i , bomz
'

c ida l oni E?

q
JU V .

The m ofi fav our able l igh t in w hic h a

c enfor of this fpec ies could pofiibly be

v iew ed, would be that of a publ ick ex e~

c utioner , who infiiéts the pun ifhm en t on

other s, whic h he has a l r eady m er ited

him felf. But the t r uth of i t is
,
he is not

q ual ified even fo r (0 w r etc hed an othee ;

and ther e is nothing to be dr eaded from a

fati r ifi of known di fhonefi'

y, but his ap

plaufe. Adieu .

L E T



L E T
‘

T E R LXVIII.
J i t Q

To P A L A M E D
‘
E S .

. Aug . 2 , 1 724 .

E R E
‘
M0 N Y is never m or e unw el

com e
,
than at that (eafon in which

you w il l pr obably have the g r eateft (ha r e
of i t and as I fhould be ex t r em ely un

w il ling to add to the num be r of thofe

Who
,
in pu r e good-. m anner s, m ay in te r r upt

your enjoym en ts
, I c hoofe to g iv e you

iny cong r atulations a l i ttle p r em a tu r ely.

A fter the happy othee (hall be c om pleated,
your m om en ts w il l be too v aluable to be
laid out in for m s ; and i t would be pay
ing a c om pl im ent w ith a ver y ill g r ac e, to
d r aw off your eyes from the higheflbeau?

ty, tho
’

i t w er e to tu r n them on the m ot’t

ex q uifite w it . I hope, how ever , you w ill
give m e tim ely no r ic e of your wedding
day, that I m ay be pr epa r ed w ith

'

m y
epi thalam ium . I have a l r eadv laid in half

a doz en deit ies ex t r em ely proper for the

occafion ,
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E T' T-E R LX IX .

To P A L E M O N .

May 29 , 1 71 8 .

E s T E E M your letter s in the num t
'

of m y m oft v aluable poffcfiions, and

pr efer ve them as {0 m any p r ophetic al leaves

upon w hich the fate of ou r difir afied

nat ion is infe r ibed But in ex change for

the m ax im s of a patr iot
,
I can on ly (end

you the r ever ies of a r ec lufe
,
and give

you tbeflam es of the h ook for tbe gold y
Op/ni r . Never indeed

,
Palem on

,
w as

ther e a c om m e r ce m ore uneq ual , than

that whe r ein you ar e c ontented to engage
w ith m e ; and I could fc ar ce anfwer it

to m y c onfc ienc e to continue a tr afiick
,

w her e the w hole benefit ac c r ues fingly to
m yfel f ; did I not know that to

i

oonfer

w ithout the poll ibil ity of an advantage
,
is

the m olt pleafing ex er c ife of gene r ofity.

I w ill v entu r e then to m ake ufe of a pr i

v ilege which I have long enjoyed ; as I
well know you love to m ix the m editations

3 of
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ofi
‘
the philofopher w ith the r efieétions of

the fiatefm en
,
and car i tur n w ith equal

r el ith from the pol iticks ofTac itus
,
to the

m or als of Senec a .

.
IWAS" in"m y gar den ,

th is . m or nm g
{om ewhat a ear l ier than ufual

, when the

fun
,
asMilton defc r ibes him ,

Ther e 13 fom ething in the open ing of

t he dawn at this feafon of the yea r , that

enli vens the m ind w ith a Rm of chear ful

fer ioufnefi
,
and fil ls i t w ith a c er tainc alm

r aptur e in the c onfc ioufnefs of i ts ex iti

enc e. For m y
'

ow n pa r t at l eafl
,
the r if

ing of the ‘ fun has the
.

fam e effect on

r he
,
~ as -i r is faid to have had on the CC

lebr ated ‘fia tue ofMem non and I never
obfer v e that glor ious lum inar y br eaking
em upon m e

,
that I do not find m yfe lf

har m on iz ed for the whole day.

Wi t I I . s T I was enjoying the fretb
nefs M t r anquil l ity of th is



w w ar 3; E 1s w as

a nd confider igg the m any r eaforas I had
to

r
10 1 11 1 n offer ing up that m ozjm flg z ncezgfa,J A N

yvhich the poet Lju l l now m entioned, r e?

pr efen ts as pa r t ic ular ly a r ifing at this hour

f r om the ca r i b
’

5 g r ea t a lta r ; I could not
but efteem it as

“

a p r in c ipal ' bleffing, that
I w as enter ing upon a new dayw ith health
and fpi r its . To awake w ith r ec r uited v ia

.gour for the .t r anfaétions of l ife
, . is a m er

cy fo gener al ly difpenfed , that it page
s,

l ike other the o r dinar y bounties of p r ov i
denc e

,
w i thou t m aking 1 ts due -1 m pr etTon

Yet w er e one never to r ifeJ unde r thefi:

c ir c um fl anc es
,
w i thout r eflecting

w hat num ber s ther e a r e, w ho .(to ufe the

language of the m 0fi pa theti of author s)
w hen they faid

‘

my bed [ba l l wmj br t m e,
'

m y coucbfina l!BQ/Z’ my compla int , we r e, l ike
h im

, full of 1 9551 n to and j i a, unto the

dam m ing of tbe day3 orfla r ed 'wi th dr eam s

a nd ter r ified tbr o
’
‘vfiom -"Wer e onel to

c onfider
,
I fay, how m any pafs thei r n igh ts

in al l the hor r or s bf a dif
’
tu r bed im agina

t ion
,
or al l the w akefulnefs of r ea l pains,

one could not find one
’

s {elf ex em pt from

fach uneafyflam ber s or fuc h ter r ible v i

gils
,
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and
'

l cou ld notffor béar -fayidgfzto m yféif

i ii the l anguage
‘

of the fam e author
,

Yet th is c i r c um ttan c e, whic hyopr . fi end

confider s as {o valuable a p r iv ilege
,
has

been efieem ed by other s as the m ofi fe

ver e of affliétions. The c elebr ated count

de Buffy Rabutin has w r itten a l ittle tr ea
t ife, w her ein, after hav ing fhewn that

the g r eatef
’
r m e

’

n upon the Pr age of the

wor ld ar e gener al ly the m of’r unhappy
he c lofes the ac count bypr oduCiqg him

felf as an infiance of the t r uth of what

he has been advanc ing . But can you

guefs, Palem on, what th is ter r ible difafier

w as, whi ch thus entitled h im to a r ank

in



L E T T E R
“

LXIX . 1 75

i n the num ber of thefe unfor tunate he

r oes .
P He had c om go

fed
, itfeem s , c er tain

fatir ical piec es which gave offenc e to

Louis the XIVth ; for which r eafon that

m onar ch banifh ’

d him from the flaver y
and dependanc e of a c our t

,
to live m m fe

and fr eedom at his c ountr y houfe . But

the wor ld had taketi too ftr ong 116112:m
of his hear t , to fufi

'

er h im to leave even

the wor fi par t of 1 t wi thout r eluéi ance

and, l ike the pat r iar c h
’

s w ife
,
he looked

back with r eg
'

r et upt m the reene from
which he was kindly dr iven, tho there

but flames .
am

, 8CC.



'

L E T'T E R LXX.

1

To EU P fi R O N I U s .

“

Aug i
'

z o,

11 R E
c r i ttc iftn has :f’t r ar 1gely poli

'

efled you.

How -elfep ould you be w ill ing to Rep

ll
afide fo often from the am ufem ents of the

gayefl: fc enes, in fl
or der to ex am ine w ith

m e c er tai n beauties, -far other than thofe

w hich at pr efen t , i t m ight be im ag ined,
w ould whol ly engage your attention ?Who

, indeed, that fees m y fr iend over ‘

n ight fuppor ting the v ivac i ty of the m off

fpr ightly afi
'

em bl ies
, w ould eXpetft to find

h im the nex t m or ni ng g r ayely por ing
over

'

antiquated G r eek, and w eigh ing the
m er its

‘
of antient and m oder n gen iufes ?

But I have long adm i r ed you as an ele

gan t Spefia tor j or m a r um ,
in ever y tenfe of

the expr efiion and you c an tur n , I know ,

from the c har m s of beauty to thofe of

M t
,
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'

.

t r ue an im age of thei r r efpeé
'

tive
‘
m am zefa

If we look no far ther than thete wor ks

them felves, w ithout confider ing them

w ith r efpeé
’
c to any attem p ts of the fam e

natur e wh ich have been m ade by other s,

w e (hal l have fufii c ient r eafon to cfieem

them for thei r own int r infickm er it. But

how w il l this unc om m on gen ius r ife in our

adm i r ation ,
w hen w e c om par e his c lafii-e

c al tr anflationsw ith thofe fir n ilar per for m
auces, which have em ployed fom e of the

m oft celebr ated of our poets i, I have lately
been tur n ing over the Il iad w ith this
v iew and

,
per haps, it w il l be no unen

ter taining am ufem ent to you, to ex am ine

the fever al c opieS
'

whi c h I have coil eéted
of the or iginal

,
as taken by fom e

"
of the

m oft confider able of ou r Engl ith m atter s.

To fingle them out for this pur pofe ac h

cor ding to the or der of the par ticular
books

, or paffages, upon wh ich they have
r efpeétively ex er c ifed their penc ils

,
the

pr etenfions of Mr . Tiekel fiand firfl: to
be ex am ined.
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‘

WTHE afi ion of the Il iad opens
, you

know ,
w ith the fpeech of Ch r yfc s, w hofe

daughter hav ing been taken c aptive by
theG r ec ians

, was allotted toAgam em nom

Th is yener able pr iet
’
t of Apollo is r epr e-h

fented as a ddr efii ng h im felf to the G r e

c ian c h iefs
,
in the follow ing pathetick

fim pl ic ity of eloquenc e

A r ea dqt r 7 29 , m u MM; fux vny rdeg Ax m az ,

Y‘a w [4 511 3 50: 301 9
11 , oAU/m a

'

mc dwy x r
'

526577593

E&w sea
'

m Hewnam 717 021 1 11 , su 3
’

om a d
'

m efi
‘

Ha ida 35 p m Aw a i t sQMv , r a d
'

cwr awo: ch

x eo9 e,

Agop svax A 1@~ q
'

av eq v vAwoAAwm . I . I 71

G r eat At r eus
’

j am ,
and w a r l ike Gr a ce

,

a ttend.

Som y tb
’

z

'

m m or z
‘
a l godsyour ca zg/e defind,

Som ayyou P r iam
’

s lofty
' bulwa r és 51 1 777

,

4 714 r ich z):g a tber
’

dfpoz
’

l r toG r eece r etur n
,

As,for flacfi gifts, my daugbfer yozz bcyiow ,

find r ev
’

r ence due tog r ea t Apollofbew ,

700 6
’

s fa
'
v

’

r i te qfipr z
’

ng ,
ter r ible in w a r ,

(
Wbofinds bi s/Ir cg/i

‘
s uner r ingfiv m afa r .

T I CK E L .

That



1 80 L E T T E R LXX .

That affect ing tender nefs of the father

w hic h Hom er has m ar k
’

d out by the m e

lancholy flow of the l ine, as wel l as by the

endear ing eXpr efiion of
,

Ha rden 55 {4 01 Aua
'

our e¢1Aqv

IS enti r ely loft by Mr . Tickel . When
Chr yfos coldly m en tions his daughter ,
w i thout a fingle epithet of conc er n or af

fection ,
he teem s m uch too indifi

'

er ent

h im felf to m ove the audienc e in his fa
vour . But the whole paflage, as it fiands
in Mr . Pope

’

s Il iad, is in gener al an i

m ated w ith a far m or e l ively fpi r it of po
et r y.Who c an obfer ve the m ov ing

’

pofiur e

of fuppl ic ation in w hich he has d r awn
the vener able old pr ieft, fir etc hing .

out his

a r m s in al l the afi
'

eétingw ar m th of in

t r eaty, w ithout [bar ing in hi s difir efs and
mel ting into pity P

7? king: and wa r r ior s m ay your v ow s be

c r ow n
’

d
,

And Tr oy
’

s pr oud wa l ls l ie level w i tb i bt

g r ound

Mayj
'
o‘ve r g/lor eyou whenyour toi l: a r eo

’

er
,

Safe to theplecfiz r es 9/ your nat ioe/Lor e
B ut
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s e3
’

a ya r n od
’

a un g m wwa g ; m agAx wwf.

H 3
’

am m o

"
7 010 7 7q m ev I . 34 5

The beauty of Ch r yfe1 s, as defc r ibed in

thet
e lines

,
together w ith the r eluctanc e

with w hic h the is he r e r epr efented as

for c ed fr om her lor d; cannot but touch
.

the r eader in a v er y fenfible m anner . Mr .

Tiekel , however , has debafed this ati eéting

pictur e, by the m of’t unpoetic al and fam i

l iar diction . I w ill not d elay you w ith

m aking m y objections l n for m to his lan

guage ; but have di t
’
r inguithed the ex

c eptionable ex pr efiions, in the l ines them ,

felves

P a t
‘
r oc lus his dea r fr iend obl ig

’

d
,

And uthe r
’

d in tbe lov ely weeping m a id
,

Sor e figh
’

d the
,
as t/oeber a /dr tookher band

,

A7Z“,?flIOOk’

d ba 0kflow-m ovmg o
’

er tbe

fir aud. TI CK EL ,

Our B r itifh Hom er has r ef’tor ed this

P
iece, to its or igina l gr ac e and delic acy

Pat r oolus now tb
’

uuw i l/z
'

ug oeouty or ougbt



*

L E
'
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M dfilent , as tbe ber a ldr bold bar band,Wofi-loak
’

d ba ck j lofw-m ov ing o
’

er tbe

POP E .

TH E
'

tum ul tuous behav iour of Achil les
,

as defc r ibed by Hom er in the l ines im m e

d ia tely follow ing , affor d a ver y pleati ng
and natu r al con tr aft to the m or e com

Pofed and filen t for r ow of B r ite
’

i
’

s. The

poet r epr efen ts that her o as fudden ly r ufh

ing out fr om his tent
, andflying to the

fea-(hor e, w her e he gives v en t to h is in
dignation ; and in bi tter nefs of fou l com
plains toThetis, not only of the difhonou r
br ought upon h im by Agam em non

,
but

of the injuf
’
r ice even of Jupiter him felf

-owr a g s AAeug

Aa xgw a g, £7 12n 55570 voa tpr N oeo9 a g,

9 1 1? e¢
’

aA@~floMzg, oeowv em 01m m woflor .
11 o 35 pur e:QMngqoaflo 94mg} ; ogey vuc,

650 . I . 3 4 8 .

Mr . Tiekel in r ender ing the teufe of thefe
l ines, has r ifen into a fom ewhat higherflight of poet r y than ufual . How ever , you

w il l obfer ve his ex pr efiion in one or tw o

N 4. places
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“

LXX.

plac es is ex c eedingly langu id and pr ofaicai ;
as . the epithet wh ic h heh as given to the
w aves, is highly injudic ious. .Cur l z

'

ug bi l

low s m ight be ver y pm per in defc r ibing a

c alm ,
' but fuggefis too pleafing an im age

to be applied to the oc ean when r epr e

fea ted as blackw itbfior m r .

Tba w idow
’

d ber o
,
sober: tbefa z

'

r w as gone,

Fa r f r om bi rflieuds fate butb’

d in tea r s
,

alone.

Ou the cold bcaob befiu
‘
e
, andfix

’

d bi t eye;

And a s tbe/ éa w ide- r ol/iflg befi r wy
’

u
’

,W' z tb outfi r et r b
’

d a r m; to his fond m other

pr ay
’

d. T 1 CK E L

Mr . Pope has opened the thought in thefe.

l ines w ith g r eat dign ity of num ber s
,

and ex quifite pr opr iety of im agination
as the additional c i r c um ftanc es which he
has th r ow n m

,
ar e fo m any beautiful im

pr ovem ents upon his author

N otfa lai r l befier oeflobi ller éor e .7

But [ad r eti r ing to tbefiufla'iugflor a,
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32q 9
-
11a um S

’

r q toaMum m r aaw v
’

Ev 3
'

a vsp@~ 776110 9 !pw ov 19W,W35m m
E f fi gy 7 060032011 pcey atx

i

m ox ie,

H 3 59251129474 x upa dw m w
'

x eAWQw. I

I .

If ther e is any pafi
'

age th r oughout Mr ,

Tickel
’

s t r anflation .
Of this book, wh ich

has the leaf: p r etence to Rand in com pe
t ition w ith Mr . Pope

’

s ver fion ; it is nu

doubtedly that wh ic h cor r efponds w ith
the G r eekl ines jufi now quoted. It would
indeed be an infian ce of g r eat par t ial ity
not to acknow ledge, they br eathe the tr ue
fpi r i t of poet r y ; and I m ut’t own m yfelf

at a lofs which to pr efer upon the whole :
tho

’ I thinkMr . Pope is ev idently {upe
r ior to his r ival , in his m anner of Open ing
the defc r iption

A r ev
’

m

'

ug tbr o
’

tbej bor e dij oer s
’

d tbeyfleep,
Hu/b

’

d by zbe difiam
‘
r oa r ing : of the deep.W667:now , uj oeudz

'

ug fr om tbej bader ofnight

Aur or a g low
’

d in a ll her r oj y l igbt ,
The daughter of tbedawn tb

’

awaken
'

d c r e'w

Bookto theGr eeks m camp
’

d tbei r courfi r e»

nem o

7
'

a
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’

1 87,

Ybobr eez es j r q/beu for w i tbfr im dly ga le;

Clo t ibe r apidpr ow tbe wav er div ide
,

And in boa rfém ur m ur s br eakon ei tber fide.

‘

T 1 ex EL

’Twas m
'

gbt tbe cbz
’

zfs befifle tbez' r eq/ el l ie,
Ti ll r o/y m om badpur pled o

’

er {befly
‘Tbeu launch, and bogfe tbe m afi ; indulg ent

Supply
’

d by Pba
’bur

,fil l tbefwe/bz
'

ug fiz i l r ;
Tbe m i lle m bi r e m um s belée

’

ng a s tbey blow ,

j i
'c tbe bounding bi 11m :fioift tbeyflew,

éc c . POP E .

TH ERE is fom ething wonder fullypleaf

ing in that judic ious paufe, w hich Mr .

Pope has plac ed at the beginn ing of thefe
l ines . It necefi

'

ar i ly aw akens the at

tention of the r eader
,
and gives a m uch

g r eater air of folem nity to the fc ene, than

if the c i r c um fian c e of the tim e had been

lefs difiinét ly poin ted out
,
and blended

,

as in Mr . Tickel
’

s t r anflation
,
w ith the

r ef
’
t of the defc r iption .

HOMER
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HOMER has been c elebr ated by anti

guity, for thofe fubl im e im ages of the fu
pr em e being w hich he (0 often taites in
the Iliad. It is Mac r obius, if I r em em

ber r ight, who infor m s us
,
that Phidias

being afk
’

d fr om w henc e he took the idea

of his c elebr atedflatue of O lym pian Ju
pi ter , acknow ledged that he had heated

h is im agination by the fol low ing l ines

3

H , x au x vowenouv £7r o¢guov veva
'

e Keovtwv
'

Apceoa
'

w ub
'

a ggi 960 m m m eegwa
'

aflo aw n7@u
,

K ey7@s m r
’

aGoa/a m r a‘p sya v 3
’

sAe7uZev oAup
m v. I . 528 .

But wh atever m agnific en c e of im ager y
Phidias m ight difcover . in the or iginal
the Engl ifh r eader w il l fc ar c e

,
I im agine,

c onc eive any th ing v er y g r and and {ub

l im e fr om the fol low ing c cpy :

7791
'

sj uid, bis king ly br ow tbe
'

fir e inc liu
’

d
,

?Tbe la r g ebla ckcur lsfi ll awfulfr om bebz
'

ud
,

Tbiobj badom
'

ug tbefier nfi r ebeudof tbegoq
'
:

O(ympus t r em bled a t tb
’

a lm z
'

gbty nod.

i

T 1 c K EL

That
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field of batt le
,
Heétor m eets her , toga:

the? w ith her {on the young Aftyanax , at

the Sc aaan gate. The c ir cum f’tanc es of
th is fudden inter v iew ar e finely im agined.

Heétor in the fir ft t r anfpor t of his joy is
Unable to utte r a fingle wor d, at the fam e

time that Andr om ache tender lyem br ac ing
‘

his hands, bu r fis out in to a flood of

tear s

Hm oyewy adqn v 1319 1; e; '

zs
'

ouboc rr rw r g
'

A vdgoua x n (is or oofx t 97 4 0 5
-
0470 dam eux eaau ,

EVTa ge: or $19 95610 1 , £7r @~r
’

eQa
‘
r

’

ex

VI . 4 0 4 .

D r yden has t r anflated th is pafi
'

age w ith
a c old and unpoet ical fidel ity to

, the

m er e letter of the or iginal :

Hebior bebeld bim m i r b afilem
‘

fm i le,
H is tender w i efloodweeping by tbe fwbi le,

P r efs
’

d z
'

u ber own bi s wa r l ikebaud jbe took,
721m figb

’

d
,
and tbur pr opbetica lbyflake.

DR YDEN .

But Pope has judic ioufly taken a lar ge

er com pafs, and by heightening the piec e
w ith



e at: T T E
‘

R
'

. LXX. 1 9 1

with a few additional touches
, has

w r ought it up in al l the affecting fpir it of
i

tender nefs and poetr y

S i lent tbewa r r ior fm z
'

l
’

d
,
audpleus

’

d r mgn
’

d

To tender
'

pqfiom a ll bis m igbty m ind

H is bm uteour pr iuoej } c ry? a m our nful look,
Hung on bi r band

,
and then dej ebi

’
edfioobe ;

H er bofim labour
’

d w i t]: a bodz
'

ug / igb,
find the big tea r [food t r embling m ber eye,

Pop s i

Andr om ache afterwar ds endeavour s to

per fuade Hector to take upon him felf the
defenc e of the c ity, and not haz a r d a life
i h im por tant, {he tel ls him ,

to her fel f and

his fon ,
in the m or e danger ous act ion of

the field

Tqv 3
’

a ur ear eoa
'

eem
'

e x aeu9a zoA@~Eg7we
.

H m : spot n ode a mfiaofam e
, y um r “AM poof

m m ;

A rdeopm Team ; m 1 Tewa da g M1 56 7”WA8 4 ,
Ante, nam @v mg, voa¢r v x Aua

'

xa floAEpor o.
VI .

To wbom tbe nobleHobfor tbur r eply
’

d

fla t and fée r ay?a r e in my da i ly car e;
Butj bould I[bun tbe danger s of tbe wa r ,Wz’z‘b



1 9 2 L E T T E
'

R LXX.

H/ i tbfr om the Tr oj ans would r ewar d my

pa ins,
And tbez r pr oud ladzer witbg tbez r /weepm g .

t r a ins

B ut of bonour i r
'

my
‘

o/zZycur e;
\

DR YD .

Noth ing c an be m or eflat and unanim ated

than thofe l ines. Que
this oc c afion h w hat D r yden h im fc lf, I
r em em ber ,

'

fom ew her e obfer VES
,
that a

good poet is no m or e l ike him felf m a

dul l t r anflation ,
than his dead c ar c afe

would be to his l iv ing body. To c atch
indeed the foul of our G r ec ian bar d, and
br eathe his fpi r it into an Engl i(h

i

ver fion
'

;
feem s to have

'

been a p r iv i leg
‘

e
'

r efer ved

folely for Pope

fi e ?ba fpo/Z j ba l/bemy ca r e,
N or tbut a lone, but a ll tbew or br

'

of wa r .

How would i be four of Tr oy, in a r m s
‘

r é

nowu
’

d
,

And Tr oy
’

s pr oud dam es, wbofi gar m ents

[weep zbe g r ound,
Attaint HM of myfoi m or flam e,
Sbou/dHob

'

ior bzfiby quit tbefieldr affam e
Po P E .

IN
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m on to them both . I t is in a tur n of

this kind
,
that the beautyof. the lafi

'

quoted
l ine confifts. For the whole g r ac e of the
expr c fi ion would van ifh , if, infiead of the

two fubfian tiv es which ar e plac ed at the

beginn ing of the ver fe
,
the poet had em

ployed the m or e c om m on fyntax of a

fubftan tive w ith i ts adjective.

WHEN th is faithful pai r have taken
thei r final adieu of each other ; Hector

r etu r ns to the field of ba ttle
,
at the fam e

tim e that the difconfolate Andr om ache

joins her m aidens in the palac e. Hom er

defc r ibes this c i r c um f
’
r ance in the fol low

ing tender m
anner

( 2; age} Qwvna
'

a ; x oeug
’

aAen ¢a 13qu@ oEflwe
Im V

'

ao @v 35 or x ovdeBecame:

Evr eowa h fo‘uem , Sa moa ; x ofla 30 mg) x eg a'

ac.

Ani a d
i

m er? m ow: 3014 8 ; su vouem ofloo;
Ex7oe@~ a vbeo¢avow m ena

r
afla 3 1 113091 woAMg

Apam x g s,
“

m ow be yoov m u mm y fywea
'

ev.

A 1 pev £7 1 gwov yoav B ifioe} toem anew.VI . 4 9 4 .

I w ill m ake no r em ar ks upon the ( 1t

fuc cefs of our two celebr ated poets in
t r anflating



L E T H
‘fE

'

R - LXX . 1 9 5

th is pafiage, but after hav ing
befor e '

you, leave thei r ver

ak for them felves. The t r uth

is, the difpar ity between them is m uch

we v ifible to r equi r e any c om m en t
‘

to

r ender it m or e
“

obfer vable

Al ibisfor new r eplies be did notflay;
B ut luo

’

d bi s c r e/ l ed belm ,
audfir ode away.

H i r lov ely confor t
‘
to ber mm r etur n

’

d
,

And looking often back, z
'

ufilenoe m our n
’

a
'

H om e wbeu/be c am e berfior et woej be v ents,
Andfill r tbepa lace w itb ber loud lam ents.
q /e loud laments ber eoboiug m a ids r ej lor e,
d ud Hefior

, yet a liv e, a s dead deplor e.

DRYDEN.

77mgbooing fet id, i be g lor ious cbief r ej um es
H is z‘ow

’

r y belm et , bla ck
fwi tb/badingp/um es.

H i; pr inc cyr pa r ts w z
'

tb upr opbetz
’

obfigb,
Unw z l liug pa r ts; and off r e‘ver t r ber eye
‘I butflr eam ’

d a t ev
’

r y loob: tbeum oolug/ low ,

Sougbt
‘ber ownpa la ce, and z

’

ndulg
’

dber woe.

Tber e
,wbi leber tea r s deplor

’

dtbegodlzbem afl,
Ybr a

’

a ll tbe t r am tbej bj t z
’

nfi’flz'on r m 5

a
O a .



Tbapious m aids tbei r ubugledfir r owflwd,
find m our n ibe l iv ing Heél or r as ibe elem

A s I pur pofe to fol low Mr . Pope th r—o’
.

thofe fever al par ts ofithe Iliad , w her e any.

of our dif’t inguithed poets have gone be
for e him -

K
I m utt lead you on t ill we

c om e to the fpeec h of Sar pedon to Glau
c us

,
in the XII 1 h Book.

I
‘
Aa uxs ,

“

m y 311 m x r en ynicecfi
'

a [JflN S
‘
d

Eden Ts , x gsooow
“

t e, idsWhe at; dem oea a
'

w ,

Ev Av ia n;m afia; be, 9 58; £34 , eta
'

ogom
'

t
,

K a i r ep eva; ve‘uausoS
‘

oop efws a vblm om tg
'

K a kov, Qur om m ; m 1 a gate»; w ueo¢oeoxo5

T a) vuv x an Av a r am teem wewr ow zv eofla g,
Eq a‘u tv , 7752 y a p“ ; x a v q aen; aflzCoMa

'

ou
‘

0¢egt 7 1 ; cos
,

er 7 mAux rwv ar med .

O u p a y 01 10 1 14 51 ; s wr x a
’

la x ozgg veoua
'

r v

Hp ar egor Boo t eg, 7 5 m om fum e,

1

O tvav
'

r

’

efa r r ov, peAmdsa: ctAA
’

0639: m o: 1 ;

Bosh } , em Awu ora' tMoo m em ber : p a x oflw .

Q. w av es; et p ewyae7 0 1 5)r w ee} 1 0755 $u

7086;
A r a b?M kom twaw ed r

i

aea m m r e

Bor eas
"

, 8 75 m a ur a; £111 wewr otm p
ax otpnv,

O v
‘

r fi
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Could tbe dec l ining of tbi sfa te, 0b!fr iend,

Or if dea th fougbt not abem ,
wboj éeb not

”’ould I advance or j boula’my v ainer

IVz
'

z
‘b j aob a g lor iousfolly tbee i tg/ybii e

B utfinr e w i tbfor tuue na tur e does oorfiz

'

r e

Since age, difia/é, or fam e lafs noble end,
Tba

’

not lcfi c er ta in, does our days attend

S z
'

uce
’

tis dec r eed
,
and to i bi s per iod lead

A tboufandways, tba noblgfipa tbw e
’

l l t r ead;
And br av ely ou, t i ll i bey 03;w e, or a l l

A comm on faer ifice to bouour fa l l .
D ENHAM.

Mr . Pop s pafi
'

es to high an encom ium
on thefe l ines, as to affu r e us

, that if his

t r anfiation of the fam e pafi
'

age has any
fpir it h it is in fom e degr ee due to them .

It is c er ta in they have g r eat m er i t
,
c on

‘

fider ing the Rate of ou r Engl ifh ver fifi

c ation when Denham flour ifhed : but they
w ill by . no m eans fuppor t Mr . Pcpe

’

s

c om plim ent , any m or e than they w i l l

bear to Hand in c om petition w i th his

num ber s,



L E T T E R LXX. 1 9 9

num ber s. And I dar e fay you w il l join
w ith m e in the fam e Opin ion , when you

c onfide r the follow ing ver fion of this an i

m ated fbeechWby boaj l we, Glaucus, our ex tended r eign,Wber e Xantbus’j l r eam s en r z' cb tbe Lyc ian
Our num

’

r ous ber a
'
s tbat r ange tbej r uz

'

tful

d ad bi l ls m ber e v ines tbei r purpled ba r
tvefi,

Ourfoam l frg bow lsw itbpur er nefia r er am a
’

a,

Our fayl s enbauo
’

a
'

w i tb m u/ icb
’

sfior igbt ly

Wby ou tbe/é j bor es ar e w e w z
'

tb j oy j ur
‘vey

’

a
,

Adm i r
’

d a s ber oes
,
and as gods obey

’

cl ?
Unle/s g r ea t afisj uper ior m er i t pr ov e,
And v indicate tbe bouuteous

i

po
fw

’

r s abov e ;
Tba t wbeu w i tb woud

’

r j ug eyes our m a r t ia l

bands

B ebold oui' deeds fr a zyoena
'

lug our com m ands ,

Sucb, 1e may c r y, a
’
efir 've zbe fov

’

r ez
'

gu

Wbom tbofi’ tbaz‘envy da r e not im i tate.

0 4



z eo 4L
.

E T
'

'

f E
'

R LXX.

Could a l l our ca r e elude tbeg loomygr ew,

b z

'

tb c la im s no leys tbc fea rful {bats tbc
br avo

,

For [a]? affam e I j bould no! em da r e ‘2

h figbt lflgfields, nor ur ge tbyfiul towar .

B uffiace, a la s ignoble age wab
l
com e

,

D i/e
'

afi and dea tb
’

s inex or able doom ;

0

‘

Tbe lgfi ,
wbz

'

cb otber s pay ,
let

J ud g lee tofam ewba t we tona tur e ow e ;
B r av e tbo

’

wefa ll , and bonour
’

d If we l iv e,
Or let as g lor y

i

gam ,
or g lory gm

]

POPE .

I F any thing c an be juftly objeé
‘

ted to

this t r anflation, it is, per haps , that in one

or two plac es it is too diffufed and defer i

ptive for that
agitat ion in wh ich i t w as

fpoken . In gener al , howeve r , one m ay

v entu r e to aiTer t ,
‘

that it isWa r m ed w ith
the fam e ar dour of poet r y and her oifm

that glows in the or iginal ; as thofe (eve;

r al thoughts, w h ic h Mr . Pope has in ter
m ix ed of his own !

natu r al ly a r ife out of

the fent im en ts of h is au thor , and ar e per

feé t ly c onfor m able
.

to
_

the Cha r aéié r a
Cir c umRances of the fpeaker .

I SHALL
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Ent r ing fam e baufe, in bafle, wher e be’: an
C
'

r eates am a z em ent in the locker : on

So didAcbi l/es gaz e,
'

fiz rpr i z
’

d tofie

Tbagodl ike P r iam
’

s r oyal m i/Z’r y. CONG .

But Pope has m s 11 the fam e thought w ith
his ufual g r ac e and fpir it

A :wbm a w r etcb,wbo, confcz
'

ous of bis c r im e,
‘

B urfiz
’

dfi r m ur derflies bis nativ ed im e,
f z

'

f/l g a ins fam efr ont ier , br eatblq/i
'

, pa le,

fi l l g a z e, a l l wonder tbus Acbi l /es g a z
’

d.

PoPB ;

TH E
’

fpeec h
'

of Pr iam is wonder ful ly
pathet ickand affeéting . He te lls Achil les,
th at

'

out of fifty fons, he had one only
r em ain ing ; and of him he was now un

happily ber eaved, by his fwor d . He c on

ju r es him by his
-
tender nefs for his ow n

father to c om m ifer ate the m of’t w r etc hed

of par ents,Who by an unc om m on feve

r ity of fate, w as thus obl iged to kit
'

s thofe

handsWh ic h wer e im br ued in the blood
of his childr en



TEE R
“

LXX . 20 3

8—T8 vvv m ax nuw m a ; Ax auwv,

Aw am o; w a g} a m , $590) 3
,

11 7”t a r oma .

AWa t&ta 3 tag, s Aeu, a way 1 eAena
'

ov,

My
'

qa
'

abfcevo; a x w a
'

lgog 27a) 3 sAec—wfieeag w ag,

l ie 01 8 7h.) “

n ; em xflawo;Beam ; aM og ,

A 1 32”; wm §o¢ovaw w on g ape; xfle
'

oesy eaq
'

.

50 1 .

TH E S E m oving lines Mr . Con
‘

g r ey
‘

e

has debated into the lowef’c and m of
’
c

'

un

afi
’

efi ing pr ofe :

For bisfakem ly bz
’

tber am I com e

A l l fo' r edeem tba tfa ta l pr z z eyou w on
,

A war tblej } r an/om for fa br ave a j oa .

Fea r tbej aflgods, and be m eWitbpity look, tbinkyoa your j atber fie

Saab a s I am
,
be i s ; a lone in i bi s

,

I can no equal la w inWar m ;

Of al l m ankind m o/Z w r etched andfor lor n ,

Bow
’

d fwi tb j ucb weig bz
‘
as nev er has been

bor ne

Reda
‘

e
’

d tokneel am lpr ay toyou,fr om wbom

Tbefpr iflg aadfour cepf a l l myfir r ows c am e



3 0 4. D E T TTE R I ‘m

IVz
'

tb g ifts to cour t m ine and my county
’
s

M”

C’IoNGR Ey JEf
‘
f

Nothing could c om penfate the tr ouble of
l abottr ing th r ough thefe heavy and tafte~.

lets r h im es , but the pleafur e of being t e

li eved at the end of them With a m or e

l ively pr ofpeé
’

t of poet ry

For bim tbuspr o/l r a fe a t t lgyfeet I lay

O bear zbeWetebed
,
and tbe g

‘
odx r ever e }

Thinkof thyfather , and tbz s fa ce 1619160151 !

Seetbim in mfe, a i kbelplefi m am old

Tba
’

i zatfo w r etched ther e beyields toMe!

Tbefeoa r g e and r uin of m y r ea lm and r ace

Suppl iant my cbiMr em m a r a
p
r er to z mplar e,

g or e. POPE}

Ac H I L Les hav ing at length tonfented
to r ef

’
tor e the dead

'

body of B éf
’
cot

, Pfiahi
condué’ts it to his palac e It is ther e



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


20 6 L E T T E R LXX.

IT would be the highefi injuflice to

the follow ing lines 00 quptg them in op
-
J

pofition to thofe of Mr a .Cong r eve I
p r oduc e them , as m a r ked w ith a vein of

poet r y m uch fuper ior even to the or i

ginel

Tbey w eep, aadplaeehim on a bed q la te.

1 1 m elan
’

choly choi r a ttend a r oundWith '

pla z
'

nt i 'v efigbx, and m zfiek
’

sfilea m

Alter na tely tbey/iag ,
a l ter nateflow

fl
'

b
’

obedieflt tea r s; m elodious in thei r woe
M i le deeper [ar r ows g r oanfr om w ebfull

hea r t ,

d ad natur ejpeaks a
‘

t eo
’

rypaakof a r t .

PO P E .

TH U s
,
Eubht

‘

onius
,
I have br ought be

for e you fom e of the m oft r enowned of

our Br itith bar ds, contending, as itwer e,
I

for the pr 1 z c of poetr y : And theft: c an

be no debate 16 whom it jufilybelongs .
Mr . Pope feem s

,
indeed

,
to have r aifed

our num ber s to the highefi pofiible per

fefi ion



L E T T E R LXX . 207

feétion of fir ength and har m ony : and, I

fear , all the iar aife that the belt fuc c eed
ing poets can expefi ,

as to their ver fifi

c ation , w il l be, that they have
im itated his m anner . Far ewel l . I em ,

See.

L ET



i ; E
'

E T(@ R cLXXLf

JUIY I 7, 1 730 ;

F the tem per and tu r n ofTim anthes

had not long p r epa r ed m e for w hat

has happened, I (hould have r ec eived

your ac count of his deathWith m or e fu r

p r iz e : but I fufpeéted fr om our ear l iefi

acquaintanc e, that his fentim ents and dif

pofition would lead h im into a fatiety of

l ife
,
m uch fooner than natur e w ould pr o

bably c ar r y him to the end of i t. When
unfettled p r inc iples fal l in w ith a c onfli
tutional gloom inefs of m ind, it is no w on
der the teedium fuz

'

tee fhould gain daily
fir ength , til l it puihes a m an to feel: te

l ief againft this m olt defper ate of al l dif

tem per s, fr om the point of a (wor d
,
or

the bottom of a r iver .

BU T to lear n to ac com m odate ou r tafie

to that por tion of happinefs w hic h p r ov i
dence has fet befor e us

,
is of al l the ICT

fons
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q uiefcenc e in the
'

m eafur es of pr ov ideheei,
iS on

'

e of the f’ct‘ongefi fym ptom s of aWal l»
"

con
'

fiituted m ind. Self-Wea r inefs is a c i r
c um fian ce that ever attends fol ly a r id to

c ontem n our being
,
is the gr eatefi,

and

indeed the pec ul iar , infir m i ty of hum an

n atu r e. It is a noble fen tim ent wh ich
Tul ly

i

phts into the m outh of Cato,
in

h is t r eatife upon old age : Non luéet m zbi

(fays that v ener able Rom an) deplor a r e:
fvi ~

tam
, quad m ult i , et 1 1

‘

d
'

ezfl i , fcepefecer unff;

IT is in the pow er
,
indeed of but a

‘

ver y {m al l pr opor tion of m ankind, to act

the fam e glor ious par t that affor ded fuch

h igh fatisfaétion to th is difiingu ifhed pa
t r iot : but the num ber 1 8 yet far m or e ih

c onfider able of thofe
,
w ho c annot

,
in

any fiat ion , fecur e to them felves a fufii

c ien t fund of com placency to r ender life

j ufily v aluable. Who 1 3 it that 1 5 plac ed
out of the reac h of the higheft of al l

g r atific at ions, thole of the gener ous af

fed ions and that c annot hr oyide. for h is
4.

x
‘

OWI}



E E
'

T T E R J LXXI . g m

‘

owmhappinefs by contn
'

buting {em ething
zwfi the welfar e ofaother s

'

?f As this difeafe
o fi tlw m ind ger ier al ly

-b’r eaks ’ out w ith

m be m dow ed w ith
'

a g r eater del icacyof
Itafie a r id tha

'

m is .the iufualflllet
”
m er i t ot; thei r fel low lc r eatur es ; oneah ay
trflc therh, .Whether ther e is anyh fatietyfi

'

n

the pur fii its
'

of ufefii l ’km wledge i or
,
:i f

one c an ever be wear y of benefiting m an

kind Wil l not the fine a r ts fupply a

l afiing feaf
’
t to the m ind ? O r c an ther e

be w anting a pleafur able em ploym en t, fo
long as th er e r em ains even one advanta

geons t r uth to be difcover ed or c onfir m ed .
P

To com plain that l ife has no joys, wh ile
ther e is a fingle c r eatur e whom we c an r e

l ieve by ou r bounty, afli ft by our c ounfels,
o r enl iven by ou r pr etence, is to lam ent

the lofs of that wh ich w e polfefs, and is

.jufifa s xational as to die of 111 11 11 w ith the

c up in our hands. But the m isfor tune is,
when a m an is (ettled in to a habi t of t e

c eiv ing al l his pleafur es fr om the m er e

felfilh indulgenc ies ; heWea r s out of his

m ind the r eli l
'

h of ever y nobler enjoy
P 2 m ent

,



2 1 2
'
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m ent
,
at the fam e t im e that his power s

of
'

the
'

fenfual kind ar e
'

gr o
’

w ing m or e

l angu id by each r epetition . It is no won

der ther efor e he (hould fill up the m eafur c
“

of his g r atifications , long befor e he has

either w r etchedly fit down the r em ainder
of h is days in difconteh t; ot r alhly thr ow

them up in defpai r ; Far ewel l .
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fc r ipts, w hich have been long, i t feem s,

in the poiTeHion of his
'

family : and if you

w ill r ely upon his judgm ent
,
i t is a t r anfia

t ion by Spenfer
’

s own hand . Ther e w as a

{hor t dedication afli x ed to i r
,
infc r ibedTotbe

m o/l ‘ver tuom and beautiful lady, tbeLa afi1

Ca r eer ). But this, m y c or r efpondent tel ls
m e

,
is enti r ely devour ed by the r ats

0 m ay i beyfle
’

er aga in digefl
‘I be bor

i

r or s of /é/s a fed}. PR IOR .

They have fpa r ed, however , the date
,

w hich appea r s to be Septem be r 1 59 1 ; as

the initial letter s E . S . fubfc r ibed a t the

bottom ,
ar e fiil l;i t feem s

,
per fectly legible.

TH IS is a l l the hif’tor y I hav e to g ive

you of the fol low ing piec e : the genu ine
nefs ofw h ich I leave to be fettled betw een
m y fr iend and the c r iticks, and am ,

Sce.





"
p
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III.

But he,
‘

per dy;fa r other
d ad ela im

’

d a l l ihm tge

Haddeem ’
a
’hz

‘

mfilflwhat
Thepeer lefs pa r agon of w i t div ine,
Vaantz

’

ng that eo
’

r y foefhauld r ue its tine.

R ight doughtywtght
l
yet,faoih, w i thauteflfma r

’ffis ‘ver tue
’
s a r ts; towi eld

Peiat i ts éfifflha r éwi thfar ee, andfizaa
'
i t to hear

IV

0771:only impe he had, P afioz
‘
a hight ,

PVhofifw eet am enaanceplea s
‘d each/hepher d

’

l et pleas
‘d/he net hafeLycon

’
s w i l fpr ight ,

Z ha
’

blam e in her not m a l ice m otea f/l
'

oy,

Clea r , w i thoutfloat , as fummer ’
s eloudlej sj hy

Hencefoet
’
s feign

‘
a
'

, Lycean Pan ar r ay
’
a

In Kyeon
’

s for m , enfiam
’d wi th pafiaa high

Deeéz’v
’

d her m other in the cov er t g lade ;
'

And fr om the fl al
’
a em hr aeeyfpr ong the heav

‘
nl

V .

Thus fahl z
'

ag they : m ean whi le the damj el fa z
'

r

A [hepher dyoa th r em a r le
’

d, as o
’

er theplain.

Shedqflly pac’z l elang, jh dehona i r

.
éfttm

’

a
’[he as one of Dian

’
s thof m t r ain.
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VIII.

E/
‘

tfoom to Lym e, fw ift theyouth didfar e,
Lagg

’

aev er yoa thwhi ttCupidar g
‘
a
'
hi sway

?
“

d ndfir a ight hi s gent le ptt r pq/e di d dec la r e,
Aadfooth them eua t

’

aaum eof his her ds di/play
Ne Lyew m ea tzt hi s

’

ftz i ten tofar efay
Be thine, Paj tor a ( guath the m ayherfly), 1

1 1nd twi ce two thouj aad jheep her daw
’

Bea t then the lov er
’

s hea r t w i th j ayam i ta high

Nedeflzpt tha t aaght his hit]? could now het r ay
Negacfi

’

d tha t foul decei t in Ly caiz
’

s hoq e lay.

IX .

Sefor th he j ade tofifth his r ev
’

r ena
‘

fir e

The g oodEuphor m ias
'

jhepher a
'

s him did ca ll

How fw eet P aflor a didhis hofom efir e,
Her w or th, her pr am is

’

dfloeks, he toldm a l l

Ah . ner e, myfan, let Lym e thee enthr al l ,

(Reply
’athefag e, m w ife exper ience old
Sm ooth i s his tong , hutful l of g ui lewi tha l

Ta pr om ifefa ithlefi, and in v aunt ing hold

Ne ev er lam b of his w i l l hleat w i thin thyfold.

’

X.Wi th w or ds pr ophetiek thus Euphor m iusM e:

fl itdfa i ? eonfir m
’

d wha t w ifdom thusfor etq l
Fal l many a m ean dewfi didLyean m ake,
Thehyped day offivoufa l tow i th

-bold, 01

Fr am ing new t r a ins when nought m ote j er e

Na th
’
le



L E T T E R LXXII ,
Nath

’
lefi he v aw

’a, Cy l lene, eloud-topt hi l l ,
Shouldfooner dow n the l aw ly del vehe r al l

’

d
,

Batwhen,per dy, or wher e, the c a it i vefeyen ni l].

X IWhi les thus the tediousfanshadj our aey’d r ot ma’,
Ne ought m ote now the lov er s hear ts di v ide

,

Ne t r u/t was ther e, ne t r uth in Lyeonfound
7he m a id w ith m at r on 7m m for her g uide,
ifhe youth by Concor d l ed, in fec r et hy

’

d

TaHym en
’

s jEzer ea
’

fane The loamy?deed [ty
’
tL

Each god appr ov
’

a, and the hands wer e

Cer tes , t i l l happier m om ent sflaeuldfiteeeed,Wopryi tzg eyti etheyw eeaea’thei r empr i z em otea r ea l .
X II .

Ba t prying tyne of Lym e
’
tw as in v ain,

(R ight p r afi iekin a
’

zfguzfi) to
'

hope bew ar e.

He t r a c
’d thei r aeov er tfieps to Hym en

’

s fane,
Andj oy

’d tofind them in his long-la idfaa r e.
A lg a tes, i tt j i

'

m hla z mt i r e, he
’

g a iz to[wean
And r oa r en load as in a

’

zfi leafiaace high

Then out he ha r lea for th hi s daug hter fa i r ,
For lor e, the houj elefi chi ld ef m i/ety ,

Expos
’
d toki l ling cold, andpinching pefltny .

X III.
Hh whi ther now jha l l /s Pa/i or a w ena

'

,

Tow ant ahanden
’d and by w r ong s oppr eyt

t ojhal l thew r etched out caj l
’

s teen hefr iend .
9

Li 'ves m er ey ‘
then, if not inpa r ent

’

s hr eafi
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am L E T T E R LXXII.
To Phaloe, for e]?w i ld, he hy

’d aw ay ,

Yhe hor r id haunt of fav age m anfler sfoul .
Qher e helphgfiim eenee isflit!his pr ey,

XIX .

Tho?ow
‘

togoaa
’

Euphor m ius
’
eat didm end,

-Wh er epeaceful dw elt the m an pf 'ver tuehigh

Each[hepher d
’
s pr a ij e and eke each

In e‘v
’
r j ah?offw eet hum anity.

Hiya 7em appr oa ching in m i ldm aj efiy,
Gr eeted a l l hai l . than hadehim j oin the thr on

Of g l i t
’

r and l ights that g i ld theg low iflgfly .

Ther e/hepher ds nightb v iew his ar hyheng ,

br ight hejhines etm e, the hr ightefifla



tr fi‘ff X
’

1

{

L
‘

E ' T T E
‘

R
“

13 :

‘Ta ' C L Y
‘
P A bi DJE R .

“

'

a Febr uar y 8,

F ther e was any thing 1 1 1 fOr m er

l etter 1 11 c onfif’te11 t w ith that ef
’

téem

which 1 3Jufily dtic
"
to?the antients ,

"1 de
fir e to r etfaét it in this i; and difavow evei' y
eXpr efiion which m 1ght feem tog i
cedency to them odems in works of‘~ge
h im . I am fo far indeed from e

'

nter

tain ing the fentim ents you im pute to

m e ; that I have often endeavou r ed to ac

c ount for that fuper ior ity which 18 fo v i

fihle in the c om pofitions of thei r poets
and have fr equently afiigned thei r r el igion
as in the num ber of thofe canfes,Wh ich
p r obably conc ur r ed to give them this te
m ar kable p r ehem inenc e. That en thufiafm

whic h is (o effin tial to ever y t r ue ar tif
’
t in

thepoet ic al w ay, w as c onfider ahly height
‘

ened and enflam ed by the whole tur n of
'

thei r
'

fac r ed dof
’
tr ines and the fanc ied
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pr efenc eof the
i r Mufes had alm ofi as won:

ea
ter yoak and fduntam w as believed tobe

the r efidence p f . tom e pr efiding deity ;

aha wander if the poet was an i
m ated by

the im agined influence of fu l l ex al ted tbs

yond the or dinar y l im its of fohet
-hum zvb

n ity? .The m ind when attended only by

m er e m or tals of fuper ior power s, is oh

fer ved to r ife in het fir ength ; aad her fa

c ul ties Open anden lar ge thcm feives when

{he aéts in the v iew of thofeh for ' w hom

{he has conceived a m or e than com m on

r evetep ce. But when the for c e of fuper

fiition m oves in c oncer t w ith the power s

of
.

im agination, and gen ius is enflam ed

by de
votion, poetr y m ufi th ine ou t in al l

he r br ightefi per feétion and fplendor aWH A TEVEh ther efor e the
.

philofbf

pher m ight think of the r eligion of his

countr y; it was the inte
r ef

’
t of the poet

to
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‘

poets has not changedWith the
'

r el igion
of the ti tties, but the gods of G r eeceand

Rom e
’

ar e Pul l ador éd ~in m oder n ver fe. 1 s

not th is a c onfefiion ,
‘

that fancy is enl i
vened by fupe r ftit ion

»

, and tha t the antient

bar ds c atched thei r r aptu r e fr om the old

m ythology .

P I wi il ow n
,
however

,
that

I think ther e is for nething r id ic ulous in
th is unnatur al adoption

,
and that a m o

der n poet m akes but an aukw ar d figu r e

w ith his an tiquated
_gods. When the

'

pa

gan fyfiem was {anétified by popfl la r be
u

'

l ief
,
a piec e of m achiner y of that kind;

as it had the air of p r obabil ity}. affor ded
,

a v er y fir iking m anner of c el ebFatmg any
r em ar kable c i r c umflance

,
or r aifing any

c om m on one. But now that tHis {oper
ftit ion is no longer {appor ted ‘

by yulgar

Opin ion , it has loft its pr inc ipal gr ac e and

effic acy, and feem s to be
,
in gener al the

m off cold and uninter efting m ethod 1 1 1

w h ich a poet c an wor k
’

up his fen tim ents .What, for infianc e, c an be m or e unafi
'

eét

ing and fpir i tlefs than the[c om plim ent

w h ich Boileau has paid to
.
Louis the

XIVth on his fam ous paffage over
!
the

Rhine P



. zfi
‘

E T 1 ? E 11 1 1 1 1 51 1 . 2 27
Rhine ?

" ‘
He teptefhn ts the Naiads

, you

111ay r em em ber ;
‘

as alar m ihg the god of

that
‘
t
'iyé r ,W1 tl1 ia11 ac count of the m ar ch

oftthe Fr enc h m
'

ona r c
’h ; upon which the

r iVfl-

god afi
'

untesWhiz appear anc e of an

odd ex per ienced com m ahder
,
a11dflies to

a Du tch for t
,

’

in tir dei to ex hor t the gar a
r ifon to fal ly out a r id difpute the intended

pafiagep Ac cor ditigly
‘they r ange

"
them

fel v es in for m of ba ttleWith the Rh ine
a t thei r head

,
who

h
after fom e va in effor ts

,

obfer v ing Mar s and Bel lona on the fide of
the enem y, 1 s 10 téi r ified w ith the V1ew

of thoie fupen or div ini ties, that he m of’c

r uns away, and leaves the her o
i 11 qn iet poffefiion of his banks. I know
1 10t

“

how far this m ay be r el ifhed
é r 1 t1 cks

"

or Jufi ifiéd by c ufiom , bu

I
“
am

“

only m enthoti ihg m y par ticular rHfie,
I will acknow ledgh,

‘

that it appear s to m e

e x t r em ely infipid and puer ile.

“I have
[

not however fo m uch . of the

fpi i it
cof Typhtetfs i n t1 1 e, as im m ake war

6pon the gods w ithout r efir ié
‘
t ion

,
and

attem pt to ex c lude them fr om thei r whole

(L 2 poetic al
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m or al , or
“ intelleétual qual ities andq efi

pified 1n pagan theology, m ay be al lowed
as one of the m ofl: pleafing and gr acchi l
figur es oflpoetical r heto r ic lcWhen -D r y

.
den

'

addt efli ng him fe lf'

to the m onth of

May as to a per fon, fays,

For thee the Gr aces lead the danc ing hear t ;

one m ay confider him as {peaking only in
m etaphor and when fuc h {h adOWy be
ings a r e thus juft (hewn to the i m agi

n
a.

t ion
,
and im m ediately w ithdr awn again ,

they ce r tain ly have a ver y power ful efi
'

eét.

But I c an r el ifh them no fa r ther than as

figu r es only when they a r e ex tended 1n

any fer ions com pofition beyond the lim its
of m etaphor , and ex hibi ted under al l the
v ar ious aé

’
tions of r eal per fons ; I can

not but confider them as 10 m any ah

fur dities wh ich cuftom has unr eafonably

author ifed. Thus Spenfer , in one .of his
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fabulous fc hem e w ith Inch uncom m on

gr ac e
,
and has paid fo m any genteel com

plim ents to hi s m ifiztefsJby the aflifian ce
of Venus and Cupid

, that one is c ar r ied
off fr om obfet v ing the im p r opr iety of this
m ac hiner y, by the pleafing addtefs w ith
w hich he m anages it : and I neves' r ead

his tender poem s of th is kind
, w i thout

applym g to him w hat Senec a fom ewher e

fays upon a fim ila r oc c afion : Ill aj ux . i lle

eflga i j udi c iam ahj tuli t guam ga i m er ui t .

To {peak m y fen tim ents in one wor d,

I w ould leav e the gods 1 11 full poffefi i on
of al legor ic al and bur l efque poem s : in

al l other s I would never futi er them to

m ake thei r appea r an c e in pei fou and as

agents
,
but to en ter only in fim ile, or

al lufion . It is thusWaller , of al l our

poets
,
has m of’t happily em ployed them

and his applic ation of the fior y ofDaphne
and Apollo w il l fer ve as an inf

’
tan c e, in

w hat m anne r the anc ient m ythology m ay

be adopted
.

w ith the utm of
’
t p r op r iety and

beauty. Adieu, I am
,
See.

L E T



I
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To H O R TE N S I U S .

May 4 , 1 720 .

F the ingenious p1ece you com m uni
c ated to m e

,
r equir es any far ther

touches of your penc i l I m ufi acknow

ledge the t r uth to be
,
what you ar e in

c l ined to fufpeft, that m y fr iendfhip
has im pofed upon m y judgm ent.

.

But

though in the pr efent infiance your deli
c acy feem s fa r too r efined ; yet, in

'

gene

r al
,

I m ufi ag r ee w ith you, that wor ks
of the m oft per m anent kind, ar e not the

efieé
’
ts of a lucky m om en t

,
nor {tr uckout

at a fingle heat . The belt per for m anc es,

indeed
,
have gener ally w it the 1 1 1 0 11 la

bour ; and that c afe, which is 10 eiTen tial

to fine w r i ting
,
has feldom been atta ined

w ithout r epeated and fever e cor r eéi ions

Ladenti s fieeiem dahi t et tor quehz
'

ta r , is

a m otto that m ay be applied, I bel ieve
,

to 11 1 0 11 fuc c efsful author s ofgenius .Wi th
(L4 as
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as m uch fac il ity as the num ber s of the

natur al Pr ior feem to haveflowed fr om
him , they

~wer e the i tefn l t (if 1 am not

m ifinfor m ed) of m uch application : and

a fr iend of m ine
,
w ho under took to tr an

fc r ibe one of the noblefi per for m anc es of

the fineft genius that this, or per haps
any age can boafi

,
has often

'

affur ed

m e, that ther e is not a ti ngle line, as it is
now publi lhed, which fiands in con;

for m ity w ith the or iginal m anufc r ipt. The

tr uth is, ever y fentim ent has i ts pec ul iar

cx pr efiion, and ever y wor d itspr ec ife plac e,
which do not always im m ediately pr efent
them felves

,
and gener ally dem and ftc

quen t t r ials befor e they c an be pr oper ly
adjuf

’
ted

,
hot to m ention the m or e im

por tan t difli cul ties
,
whic h neceiIar ily oc c u r

in fettl ing the plan and r egulating the
h igher pa r ts wh ich c om pofe the fir uétur e

of a finifhed wor k.

TH0 3 E indeed,w hoknow w hat pangs i t
cofts even the m oft fer tilegen ius to be del i
ver edofa juf

’
tand r egula r pr oduétion, m ight

be inc l ined, per haps, to c r y out w ith the
m ofl anc ient of author s, Oh I tha t m ine
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wofld‘join w ith '

him in the fam e taam ir

able fentenc e.

T1 1 13 m ot} judic ious of a ll Poets , the
in im itable Vi r gil

,
ufed to r efem ble his pr o

duétions to thofe of that an im al, w ho,
agr eeably to the notions of the anc ients,
was fuppofed to br ing her young into the
wor ld

,
a m er e r ude and (hapelefs m afs :

he was obl iged to r etouch them again and

again, he acknow ledged, befor e they ac

qui r ed thei r pr oper for m and beauty. Ac

c or dingly we ar e told
,
that after hav ing

{pent eleven year s in com pofing his hEneid,

he in tended to have fet apar t thr ee m or e

for the r ev ifal of that glor ious per for m anc e.

But be ing pr evented ‘

by his laft ficknefs

fr om giv ing thofe fin ithing touches,wh ich

his ex quifite judgm ent c onc eived to be {till
nec efiar y, he di r eéted his fr iends Ta c c a

and Var ius to bu r n the noble& poem that

ever appear ed in the Rom an language.

In the fam e
‘

fpi r it of del ic acyMr . Dr yden
tel ls us, that had he taken m or e t im e in

t r anflating th is author , he m ight poflibly
have fuc ceeded better ; but never , he af

2 fur es



D
'

E TyT I& R -
"
LXXIV . sa g;

far es us ; c ould he have fucceeded {9 4m g
as to havefatisfied h im feifi

I N a wor d, Hor tenfius
,

I ag r ee w ith

you , that ther e is no th ing m o r e diffic u lt

than to hit up the char aéter of an author ,

w ho pr opoies to r aife a jufie and latting adp

m i r ation w ho is not conten ted w i th thofc

l ittl e tr anfientflathes of a'ppiaufe , wh ich
at tend the or dinar y r ace ofw r iter s, but con»

fider son lyhow he m ay th ineout topotter i ty
who ex tends his v iew s beyond the pr efent

gener at ion
,
andc ultiv ates thofe pr oduétions

w hich a r e toflou r ifh in futu r e ages .What
Si rWil l iam Tem ple obfer ves of poet r y,
m ay be ex tended to ever y oth

e r wor kwher e

tafie and im agination a r e c onc er ned : I t

r equi r es the g r eatef
’
t c on t r ar ies to c om

pofe it : a genius both penetr a ting and

fol id an ex pr eflion both f’t r ong and de
l ic ate. Ther e m utt be a g r eat agita

tion of m ind to inv en t , a g r eat c alm to

judge and c or r eé
’
t ther e m uf’t be upon

the fam e t r ee
,
and at the fam e tim e

,

both flower and fr uit . But though I

know you would not v alue you r felf upon

any
pe r for m ance, wher ein thefe ver y op

pol i te
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pofite and ver y fingul ar qual ities wer e not

confpicuous; -yet I m ufi r em ind you at

the tam e t im e
,
thatwhen the file ceafes to

polifh, i t m utt nec efiar ily weaken . You

w il l r em em ber ther efor e
,
that ther e is a

of that or ator , whowas th r ee oly
w r iting a tingle or at ion and the ex ,

t r avagan t ex pedition of that poet, whofc
fim er al pile was com pofed ofhis own mum s.

ber lefs produétions. Adieu. l am , 6CC.
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d r aw n by a for t of coafiitutional ~bias
,

w h ic h geneaany leads her ofifi ops t o the

fide of her inc linations. Hence i t is that

{he c on t r aé
’
ts th qft pecul ifi

‘
t ticfibf r eafon

ing , and l ittle hahi ts of th inking , whic h

fo often c onfitm her
’

iu the m olt fanta
’
;

fi ioal
'

er r or s . But nothing is m or e l ikely
to r ecover ! the mind fr om this falfe bent

,

than the c ounter -
‘

w zir ih th of im par t ial
d
'

ebaéa
'

te. Conver fation O pens"
'

dur v iews
,

an d"gives our fac ul ties a m or e vigor ous

play ; ittputs sss
'
upon tu r n ing ou r notions

61 1 1 eye rT
-fide

,

'

and hhids thenfnp to a

light t hat . difcoher s thdfe l
a

tent flaws}
wh iehwoti ld probablyhave lain coat ealed

hr t he
' gloom 7 of 1 bnag itat ed

‘
abfii' aétiiin

'

f

A
‘

céém imgty one 1 1 12137 sena te; 1 11 3 1 111 035
of thofe w ild doétihiés, wh icb

'

hhvE been

11 1 fac e s pan 1116 4 131161 16; ha ifé ’gener al ly
owed thei r bir th to per fons, whdfé c ir cum

fiances or
.

difpofitions have giv en them

the
'

feweft oppor tu n ities of
'

ca
nvafii ng

'

their r efpeétive fyfi
em s

,
in the w ay iof

free arid fr iendly debate. Had the a
u

thor s of m ahy an ex t r av agant hypothefis:

difcufi
'

ed
'

their p r inc iples in
‘

pr iyate c ir c les ,
’

e
’

r c
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er e they had
f

giVen in pubs.

per hahwj eeo‘.m ade, (or . never at .1ea[t
w ithfitb

;
m uch jufiice) that ther e is no

opin ion fq zabfu r d, _

but has fom e , PhI
-
v

lofopher or e ther topr oduce in i ts fup;

POI I .
” "

3 a I

U P ON this pr m c iplé,
“

I im agine, M1 3
?1 0 1 9 0;

that Ionic of the finef’t yi eces of antiqu ity
aye.

w xgtten 1 11 the dialogue-m anner . Plato

and,Tul ly, [ 1 t (hould (cer t), thought tr uth

c ould neyeg be exam ined w ith m or e ad

v antage, than am idfi the am ic able oppo
fsis n Of wsuz r egulfitsd

csm vcr fe
.

1 1 is

pr q babis
'

ndceds
'

whatsfubjefis ofafc tisus

wad . pshiapbwwtwa wew

thepiggtém fiagl c es i d em? wor ld“

yet gigen pc c afior t . to thofe pr udent ia l

r eafons w ln
'

ch m ay now ; per haps, p r er

{tr ain a m or e fr ee exdaa
rng

e of' fentim ents

am ongft us Ther e w as fimn ething ;,l ike

w ife, in the ver y fosnes them fel ves wher e
they ufual ly affem blcd, tha t . alm of} .

J 11 17,

avoidably
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avoidabl‘y tur ned the fte of their c
'

oax

v c r lai iens into this ufefnl vc hahnel . Thei r

you know; w ith theflatues ofthegr eatefi
m atter s of r eeron that

,

had then jap
'

pea r ed

in
.

the wor ld and while Soc r ates ( a

A r ifiotle flood in thei r v iew ,
it-

‘

is no

w onder ,
thei r difc our fe , fel l upon thofc

fubjects, wh ich fuch anim at ing r eptefc nta
t ions would natur ally fuggefi. It is

' pro

bable, ther efor e, that m any of thofe an

t ient pieces w h ich a r e dr awn up in the

d ialogue m anner ,
" w er e 110 im aginar y

c on vc r fations invem cd by their authoi' s
'

;

but‘ faithfu l tr anfc r tpta from r eal life.

And ' it is this c itcum fiance
,
per haps

,
as

m uc h as any other
,
whic h c ontr ibiites to

give them that r em a r kable advantage017611
the gener al ity of m oder n com peti tions

,Wh ich have b '

een for m ed upon the fam e

plan I am fu r e
,
at leafi

,
I c o

'

nld fc a r c e

nam e m or e than thr ee or four of this

kindw hich haveappear ed 1 11 our languageW01 1 hy of notic e . My lord Shaftefburf s
dialogue, en titledThehibr alifi

‘
s ; Mr AH

difbn’s open anc ient Coins Mr Spehce
’

s

u

'

pon
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am fen fible -i t has been afc r ibed, 11a .

on ly to Tac i tus and (k iné
’
til ian , but even

to Sueton ius. ~The r eafons
,
however

,
whi ch

the c r iticks have r efpeéti vely produced ar e

To ex ceedingly pr ecar ious and inconc lufive,
that one . m uf’c have a -

ver y ex tr aor dinar y

{har e of c lafii c al faith indeed, to r ec ei ve
i t as the per for m ance of any of thofe c c

lebr ated w r iter s. It is evidently, ‘
howe

ever
,

a c om pofition of that per iod ,

in w h ich they fiour ifhed and
,
if I

w er e difpofed to indulge a c onjectur e
,
I

{hould be inc l ined to give it to
‘

the younger
P l iny. It ex aftly c oinc ides w ith his age ;
i t is add r effed to one of h is par tic ular

fr iends and c or r efpondents it is m ar ked

w ith fom e fim il ar expr efiions and (end .

m ents. But
,
as ar gum en ts of this kind

a r e always m or e im pofing than fol id
,
I

r ecom m end it to you as a piec e
,
c onc er n

ing the author of
‘

which, nothing fatisfac

tor y can be c ol lected . This I m ay one

day o r other , per haps , attem pt to p r ove

in for m ,
as I have am ufed m yfelf w ith

giving it an Engl ifh dr efs. In the m ean

tim e
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t im e I have enc lofed m y t r anflati c'm in th is
fen tim w ts

,
but in r etu r n to your favou r .

IWas per fuaded I could not m ake you a

better acknow ledgm ent for the pleafur e of

that conver fation w hic h -I lately pa r tic i
pated th r ough your m eans

,
than by i ntr o

duc ing you to one
,
which (if m y c opy is

not ex tr em ely i nju r ious to its or iginal) I

am fur e you c annot attend to
, w ithout

equal ente r tainm ent andadvantage. Adieu .

I am ,
& c . ,



( 24 4 )

A Dialogue z

c oncer n ing

0 R
'

A
-T o R itt

.

'

To F A B I U S .

0 1 1 have fr equently, m y fr iend, t e
qui r ed m e to aflign a r eafon whence

i t has happened
,

that the O r ator

ical c har acter , w h ich fpr ead fuc h a glo

r ions lufl r e upon for m er ages, is ,
now (0

totally ex tinct am ongft us , as fca r c e to

pr efer v e ev en its nam e. It is the an

t 1c nts alone, you obfer ved
,
whom we di

flinguifh w ith that appellat ion ; While
the Eloquen t of the pr efent t im es ar e

fiyled only pleader s, patr ons, advocates
,

o r a ny th ing , in fhor t , but or ator s .

H A R D LY
,
I bel ieve

,
fhould I have

a t tem pted a folution of your diffic ul ty,

o r v entu r ed upon the ex am ination of a

a It IS nec c flhr y to infor m thofe r eader s of the

{1 ulow ing dia logue, who m ay be difpofed to c om ;

pa r e it w ith the o r iginal , tha t the ed i t ion offlew
m a nnus , p r inted at G ott ingen , 1 7 1 9 , has been

g ene r al ly fol lowed.
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oppofite tide, and tr eating theW
w ith m uch fever ity anti confetnpt , fie

?

da r ed m

MAR CU S A r m and }e l ias l Seeh ndus

twodiftingu ilhed géniufes oi
'

our Fm ,

m ade a v ifit to Mater nos the day after hé

had publ ickly r ec ited h is tr agedyof Cato?
a

'

piec e
, wh ich gave, i t feem s

,
g r eat of:

fenc e to thofe in power , and was m uch

c anvaffed in al l conver fiitions.
‘ 'Mater nus,

indeed
,
feem ed

'

thr oughout that whole

per for m ance
,
to -have c onfider ed only;What was Iui table to the char aaer of his

her o, ,
w i thout ' paying a

“

p r oper r egar d
to thofe p r uden tial r efl r ain ts

,
whichWer e

nec eiTar y for his own fec ur ity. I was at
that t im e a w a r m adm i r er and c onfian t

follower of thofe g r eat
'

m en ; infom uc h
,

that I not only attended them when they

w er e engaged in the c our ts of judicatu r e
but

,
fr om m y fond attachm ent to the ar ts

of eloquen ce, and w ith a c er tain a r den

c y pec u liar to youth , I joined

thei r pam es
,

and w as pr efe
nt a t

m ofi pi ivate conver fations. Their g r eat

abil ities,



“
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ah il ities, however , could not fecur e them

fiom the c r iticks . They a l ledged, that,

eSecundus had by no m eans an eafy eloc
i

ue

t ion ; w hilfiAper , they pr etended, owed

his r eputation as an or ator , m or e to na

t ur e than to ar t . It is c er tain , never the

defs, that thei r objeétions wer e w ithout

foundation . The fpeeches of the for m er

wer e always deliver ed w ith fufi ic ientflu
ency ; and his ex pr efii on was c lear , tho

’

conc ife : as the .latter had, m of’t undoubt

ed ly, a gener al tinctur e of l iter atur e. The

t r uth is, one c ould not fo p r oper ly fay, he

was w i thout
,
as abov e the afi ifiance of

lea r n ing . He im agined
,
pe r haps

,
the

power s and applic ation of his gen ius
would be to m uc h the m or e adm ir ed, as

i t (bou ld not appear to der ive any .

of its

Iofir e fr om the acqui r ed ar ts .

WE foundMater nus
,
when we enter ed

his apar tm en t, w ith the t r agedy in his
hand wh ic h he had r ec ited the day befor e.
Ar e you then ( laid Secundus, addr efiing
him felf to him ) fo l itt le aifc our aged w ith

the m al ic ious infinuations of thefe ill-
‘

naa

R 4. tur ed



34 8 OER
“ 0 R A TO R Y:

tunedcenfur er s, as {t il l to cher ilh tlfi 0b?

nox ious tragedy, of your s O r , per hags,

yeti a r e r ev ifing i r
, in onder to ex punge

the ex ceptionable paill igee,3 ,
and pu r pofe

to fend you r Cato into the wor ld, ‘
I w ill

not fay with fuper ior , c har m s
, : butw ag

leafl
, ,
w ith g r eater fec ur ityfi

than
'

in its

or iginal for m . You m ay
“

per ufe it ( r e
tu r ned he)ai'f. yo‘

u pleafe you, w ill find it

r emai ns jufi in the fam e fituation as w hen

you heard i t r ead . I intend ; how ever ,

1 hat yell es {h al l fupply the defects of

Ca to for I am m editat ing a tr a gedy up
9 11 that fubjeét , and have a l r eady, indeed,
for m ed the plan . I am haf’cen ing , ther e

for e, the publ ic ation of . tl1 is play in m y

hand , that I m ay apply m yfelf enti r ely to
m y

‘

new defign . Ar e . you then
,
in good

c a r nefl( r epl ied Aper ) fo enam our ed of

d r am atick poet r y, as to r enounc e the bu

finefs ofor ator y in o r der to c onfec r ate your

w hole leil
’

uie
l
to— Medea I think it

w as befor e and now
,
i t feem s

,
to Thy.

c ites?When the c aufes of IO m any
w or thy fr iends, the inter efis of

. fo m any
pow er ful . com m uni ties

,
dem and you

-j h

the
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an thor ige 1 the devoting m yi
'

qlf

m or e enlar ggd‘

and fac r ed
O

elg quenpe

3 1 1.

G I VE m e leave, in ter pofed Sec qndus,
befor e Aper takes ex ception to his judge,
to fay, w hat al l honefl ones nfual ly do 11 1

“

the fam e c ir c um fianc es
,
that I defir e to be

ex cufed fr om fitting 1n judgm ent upon a
c aufe, w her ein I m uft acknow ledge m y

i elfbiaiTed 1 11 favour ofa par ty conc er ned : 1
A l l the wor ld is fehfible of that ftnét

f1 iendfhipWhich has long fubfified be
tw een m e and that ex c el lent m an

,
as well

as g reat poet, Sa1e1 1 1 s Bafihs To which
let m e add, if theMufes ar e tobe ar r aign
c d

,
I know of none who c an offer m or e »

p r evailing br ibes .

I 1 1 s nothing to alledge againfl Bafir
fus (r etur nedAper )or any other m an , who
not hav ing talen ts for the ba r

,
choofes to

efiablifh a r eputation of the poetical kind
Nor (hal l I fufi

'

er Mater nus (for l am w il

l ing to Join fi ne w ith him befor e you) tp
c vadc m y char ge, by dr aw ing other s in to

his
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lfifiibai
‘
ty . My

“

ac c il fation is lev el led fingly
g ains hini Who, for m ed as he is by na

tur eWith a mid i m afc uline ahd t r uely

or ator ic al gen ius, c hoofes to fuffer fo noble

a
ffaitulty to li eWaite and unc ultivated . I

Inuit r em ind him ,
howev er

, that by the

eker c ife of this c om m anding talent
,
he

xfiight at once both acqui r e and {oppor t

the 1 11 0 11 impor tant fr iendth ips; and haVe
the glor y to feeWhole p r ov inces and na

tions r ank them fel ves under his patr onage :
a talen

'

t
,
of al l other s

,
the m olt adv an

tageous, whether confider ed w i th r efpeét

to inter ef
’
c
,
or to honour s ; a talen t

,
in

(heft; that affor ds the m oft illui’ci' ious

m eans
’

of p r opagating a r eputat ion ,
not

on ly w ithin our ownWal l s, but th r ough
out theWhole'

c om pafs of the Rbr n an

em pi r e
, and indeed to the m oth difiant

nations of the globe.

‘

IF util ity ought to be the gover ning
m otiv e of ever y aél ion and ever y defign

of our lives ; can we poflibly be em ploy
c d to better purpofe, than 1 n the ex er c ife

of an ar t
,Wh ich enables a m an

,
upon al l

oc cafionsg
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oc cafibns; to fuppor
'

t the intér efl: of his
"

fr iend, to pr oteét the fi ghts of tho .

fir anger , at0 defend the c anfi ofi the injur—s
'

cd that not onl y r ender s h im the ter r or ;

Off his opem and i fec r et m dzver far ies
,
1 but:

fec ur es him ,
as i t wer e

,
by the. m ofhfim

and per m anent guar d

THE
'

par tic ular kufefulnefs, indeed , 05
thiS '

pr ofefli ‘

on
,
is éyidently m an ifefied id

the Oppor tunities it {applies of fer v ing
'

other s
,
tho

’

we fhould have no oc c afion to

ex e r t it i r i ou r ow n behalf: but lhouldWe
,

upon any oc c ur rence,
‘

be ou r fel ves attacks

cd
,
the (wor d and buckler is not za m or e

pow er ful defenc e ; in the day of battle
,

than or ator y in the . danger ous feafon ofi‘

publ ick a r r aignm en t . What had Mar
c el lus lately,

tooppofe to the united r efcn t
m ent of the w hole fenate, but his elo

q uenc e Yet
,
fuppor ted by that for m i

dable aux il ia r y,
he flood fir m and un

m ov ed, am idft al l the afi
'

aults of the a r t s

fnl Hel v idius who
,
notwithfian cl ing he

w as a m an of fenfe and eloc ution
, ,
was

totally 1 11ex pett in the m anagem en t of rthds

Raft
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ful bytheia
'
~

‘c r edit , ie theful l £ 11t
of ever y ex ter nal advan tage, cour ting your

affiflanc ep a nd , taeitly am knbwledgiag
that , gr eat anodifiinguifhedfisu iheyzm

ih or e valuable than . al l their poM ensj
Repr efent to . your felf 1 the h onour able

c r oud of c l ients c onduéting ,
the or ator

fr om his houfe, and attending him in his
r etu r n think of the glor ious appear ance

he m akes in publ ick, the difiingui fhing
r efpeCt that is pa id to him in the c our tsof

judicatu r e
,
the ex ultation ofv hea r t when

he r ifes up befor e a full audienc e, hefhed
in folem n filence andfix ed attention, {pr efi

'

fing r ound the adm i r ed fpeaker , a1 1 gl r e

ceiv ing ever y paflion he deem s p r oper to
r ail é ! Yet thefe ar e

“

but .the o r dinar y

joys of eloquenc e, and v ifible to ever y
com m on obfer ver . Ther e ar e other s

,
and‘

thofe far fuper ior , of a m or econceal ed and

delicate kind; and of which the or a tor

11 1 1 1 1 1 101 111 pr epa r ed w ith 1 11 11 1 116 11 ha
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“

1 112 other Hand
,
hé

pr evious
'

felieim de
‘
w hich he feel s “

ftpofi

tueh‘i oc cafions , a recom mends and i m i

pr om the pleafu re ofhis fii c ce is as 1 1 1

deed
'

the m oit ex quifite fatisfaétion of thi s

kind is
,
when he boldly haz

‘

a r ds the un

pr em editated fpeech . For it is in the

pr oduétionS
'

of gen ius
,

as in the fr uits
of the ear th thofe wh ic

'

h
‘

ar ife {90n
a coufly, ar e ever the m oft ag r eeableJ

Y If I?

m ay
-ven tur e to m en tion m yfel f, Is m ufi

acknow ledge, that neither the fatisfaét ion
I r ec eived when I w as fir fi invefied w ith
the latic lave, nor even when [enter ed up;
0 11 the feve r al high pof

’
ts in the Rate

tho
’

the pleafur ewas he ightened to m e
,

not only as thofe honour s wer e new to m y
fam ily, but as I was bor n in a c ity by no
m eans favour able to m y pr etentious

The w ar m t r anfpor ts I fay, wh ich I fel t

at ,thofe tunes w er e far infer ior to the Joy1

which has glowed in m y br eaf
’
t
,

-
.when I '

lents in . defence of thofe c aufes and c lients
‘

m m itted to m y car e, 1 . To fay
~t r uth¢L1
im agined
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im agined m yfelf, at {ugh fm fons, to

be r aifed above the highefi di gni ties, and
in the pofi

'

efiion of fom ething . far m or e

valuable, than e ither the favour of the

gr eat, or the boun ty of .theWeal thy can
1 1 Mi :

1 X

1 O F al l the ar ts or -fc iences; ther e i s

not one
,
which c r owns its votan

'

esWi tln a
r eputation

,
in any degr ee . c om par able to

that ofeloquenc e . I t is not only thofe of
a m or e ex a l ted . r ank in the Rate, w ho ar e

w itnefi
'

esof the or ator
’

s fam e it is ex tend
cd to the obfer vation even of our ver y

youth, of any hopes or m er it. Whole
ex am ple, for inftance, do ipar ents m ore

fr equently r ecom m end to thei r (0 11 5 O r

w ho ar e m or e the gaz e and adm i r at ion of
the people in gener al Whilft ever y

{ hanger that ar r ives , is c ur ious offleeing
the m an ,

of w hofe c har after he has hea r d

fi1 c h honour able r epor t ; .

' I w il l ventu r e

to affir m ;
that Mar cel lus

,
w hom I

'

juft

now m entioned ,
and Vibius (for I choofc

to pr oduc e m y inflanc es -fr om m odem

t im es, r ather than fr om thofe
'

m or e r e

m ote)
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vea
’

ss m aintained the highefi c r edic a niii

author ity am ong their
, .

'

fellow c itiz ens:

Thus,ff1:om being chiefs
'

in the ' for um ;

em inenc e as long as they though
'

t jaszoper ;
they have pal led on to the enjoymeht of
the fim e

'high r ankin Vefpafian
’

s favour ,

whofe efteem for thein feem s to be m ix ed
even w ith a deg r ee of r ever enc e 1 as ih

deed they .both fuppor t and c ondui t the

w hole w eight of his adm in ifir ation . That

ex c el lent a nd vener able Pr ince (whofe fin
gu lar char aéter ,

it is
, that he can endu r e

to
‘

hear tr uth) wel l ,
kn ow s that the r eft

of his favour ites a r e difiing ui lhed only as

they a r e the objects of his m unific en c e ;

the fupplies of wh ic h he c an eafily r aife
,

and w i th
'

the fam e facil ity confer on other s.Wher easCr ifpus andMar cel lus r ec om m en

ded them fel ves to his not ic e, by adv antages
which no ear th ly zpotentate either did

,
or

c ouldy fbeftow . The ' l t
'

r u th of i t is
,
in-a

fc r iptions , and fiatues , and enfigns of dig
n ity could c la im but the loweft

.

r ank
,
a»

115111 11 ‘tbft
'

r m or e 11111 111 101 15 (11111 1 1 1 10 1 19 .

-1
‘

N ot
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fiot tha t they ar e unpofiéfiéd oflhonom zs

of: th is kind t ahy m or e than they ar e defi

ti tute of wealth or power .

1 1a dvantages,

muéh oftener aficeétedly depr etiated, than

fincer ely defpifed .

I :

SU CH
,
m y fr iends , a r e the or nam ents

and fuc li the r ewa r ds of an ear ly appl i
~

c at ion to the bufinefs of the for um , and

the ar ts of o r ator y ! Bu t poetr y, towhich
Mate r nus w ifhes to

’

dev ote his tiays (for i lz

w as that whic h gave . r ife to ou r debate)
bonfer s neither dign ity to her fol lowe r s in

pa r ticula r , no r advantage to foc iety 1 n ge

ner al The whole am ount of her p r eten
fions is noth ing m or e than the tr anfient

pleafur e of a vain and fruitlefs applaufe.

Per hapsWhat I . hav e al r eady (aid, and

am going to add, m ay not be v er y ag r ee

able to m y fr iend l
‘
t/l ater nus : however , I

will ventur e to afk h im ,
w hat avails the

eloquenc e of his Jafon or
-

Agam em non ?Wha t m o r tal does i t either defend or

obl ige ?Who is i t that c ou r ts the pa
‘

t r onage,
-or joins the t r a in, of Ba iTus, that

i ngenious (o r if you th ink the ter m m o r e

8 a honour ~
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h onou rable , that i llufir ious poet ? Emi
neht as he m ay be, if his fr iend, his r e

l ation; o r him felf w as in volved i n any l i
a

t igated t r anfafi ions, he wou ld be undei'

the nec efiity of hav ing r ecou r fe to Secun
dus

,
or per haps to you ,

m y fr iend
“
. But

bynom eans
,
how ever , as you

'

are a po

pt, and in o r der to fol l ic i t you to befiow

fom e
‘
veifes upon h im ; For v er les he c an

c om pofe him felf, fa i r , it feem s
,
and goodly,

-Yet after al l
,
w hen he has

, a t the c oil:

of m uch t im e
, and m any a laboii r ed ln

c ubr ation , (pun out a fing le c anto, he 1 3

obl iged to t r aver fe the w hole tow n in or :

der to c ol lect an audienc e. Nor c an he

p r oc ur e even this c om plim ent , flight as
1 1 1 3 w ithout aftual ly pu r chafing it : for
the

' h i r ing a r oon1 , e r c& ing a fiage and

difperfing h is t ickets, ar e a 1 tic les
b

which

m u l’t . hc cefi
'

ar i ly be a ttended w ith (om e

expence. And let us fuppofe that his

Poem is app r oved : the whole adm i r ation

i s over in a day or two, l ike that of a fine

flower which dies aw ay w ithout pr oduc ihg
any fr uit . In a w or d it fec ur es to him

l tem us .

nei ther
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If we. c onfi§ler the votar ies of t his idle
ar t ~w i th r efpeét to fam e; that tingle re,

w e

tha l l find, they donot by anym eans enjoy
an equal pr opo r tion of i t w ith the fons of

O r atory. For even the bel t poets fal l
w ithin thenotic e ofbut a v er y fin al l pr o

por tion of m ankind ; w hil f
’
t indiffer ent

ones a r e .univer fal ly difr ega r ded. Tel l
m e

, Mater nus
,
did ever the r eputation of

the m olt appr oved r ehear fii l of the poetical
kind , r each the c ogn iz anc e even of half
the Town m uc h leis ex tend itfelf to di
fiant p r ov inc es Did ever any fo r eigner ,
upon his ar r ival her e

,
enqui r e after Bafi

'

us 3

O r if.he did
,
i t w as m e r ely as he w ould

after a pictu r e or a fiatue juft to lookup
on h im and pal s ou. I w ould in no for ;

be underflood as difc ou r aging the pur fuit

bf poet r y in thofe w ho have no talents for

Or ator y; if happily they c an , by that

n 1 c a 1is , am e thei r leifur e and ef’tablifh a

j a fi c ha r acte r I look Upon ever y {pec ies

of eq uen c e as vener able and [ac r ed a nd

p r efer
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pr efer her , in w hat ever guife {he m ay
th ink pr ope r to appear , befor e any other

of. her .fifl en-ar ts not: only, ~Mater nus;
w hen ' fhé ex hibits her fel f i n your c hofen
favour ite, thefoiem n tr agedy, or lofiy beq

r oie; but even in the pl eafant lyr ic , ~the

w anton elegy,
~ the fever e iam biok, -the

w itty epig r am , or , in one wor d ,
in what

ever othen‘hahit {he i s pleafed to afihm e .

But ( I r epeati i t
‘
again)

"
m y 1 c om plaint is

levelled fingly agai nfiyou .who, delign

ed '

as you a r eby
'

natu r é f or the
'

m oft eX-s

alted r ankof '

i eloq uer ic e; choofe to defer t

your fiation , and dev ia te into a lower

or der . Had you been endued w ith the
athletick v igour of NicOfir a

'

tus ; and bor n

in G r eece, wher e ar ts of that for t a r e

efteem ed not unwor thy of the m oi’t

fined char acter s as
,
I Could not patiem

hav e -fufi
’

er ed that unc om m on fir eng th of

A r m ,

‘

for m ed fo r the nobler c om bat
,
to

have ' idly {pen t itfelf in thr ow ing the ‘

ja
vel in ,

or tofiing the coit : fo I now
'

c al l

you for th fr om r ehea r fals and theatr es to

the for um , and bufinefs
,
and h igh de

bate ; efpec ial ly finc e you cannot u r ge the
1" 8 4 fam e
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fatue plea for engaging in poetr ywhieh is
nowgener al ly al ledged , that it

_
is ~l cf§7 hea

ble to give offencet than w ate r y. For w the

ar deucyn f you r genius has al r eadyflam ed
for th , and you have inc ur r ed thed ifpleae

fine ofour fupe r ior s not
,
indeed

,
for

,
the

{ake pf a fr iend ; -tba£;w ould hav e been

fa r lefs danger ous ; but in fuppor t , t r uly,
QEACflfO .Nor , can .you offen in ex c ufe,

ei ther the duty of ‘

your pr ofefli q n, jufiic e
to you r cl ient , or the unguar dedh eat . of

debate. You fix ed,
-it {hould feem ,

up,

on this il luftr ious and popula r
'

fubjeétWi th
del iber ate defigu, .

aud , as a c har aéter tha tWmfld igivew eight a nd au thor i ty to
,your

fenmnem s t
aYouWill r eply . (I am awa r e).

i t w as that ver y, ei r g um ftanc ew which

gained you fueh univer fal applaufiz, and

you the gener al topickof d if
‘f
cpur fem Talk no m or e then, I be

feec h
b

you, _
of‘[ecur ity and r epp fe, w hilfi

you thus; induf
’

t r ioufiyl .r ai(e up to yq ugfelf

figflfipoten t an
t
adver faty, For rhy ' q yyp

pa r t, at leaf}, l
I am contented w i th engag

ing in q uefiiom of. a m or e m ode m, agd

Puyatc tNam r c 5; wher ein ,
if in t

é‘fffiflge
0
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of
Vatin ius a pow er w hich even Nego

him felf difappr oved, and which that im

fam ous favour i te abufed, to the p r ofana
t ion of the{ac tedMufes . And

fuaded, if I enjoy any (har e of

is to poetr y r ather than to or ator y that I
am indebted for the acq uifition . I t is m y
fix ed pur pofe, ther efor e, ent ir ely to w ith
dr aw m yfelf fr om the fatigue of the ba r .

I am by no m eans am bit ious of that {plen
did conc our fe of c l ients, which Aper has
r epr efented m fuch por npous c olou r s, any

m or e than I am of thofe fc ulptur ed

honou r s w h ich he m entioned ; tho
’

I
,
m ufi c onfefs

,
they hav e

“

m ade
their w ay into m y fam ily, notw ith

fianding m y inc l inations to the contr ar y.

Innoc enee is, now at leaft
,
a fur er guar d

than eloquenc e and I am in no appr e
-

O

henfion
,
tha t I (h al l ever hav e oc c afiou

to open m y l ips in the fenate
,
un lefs

,

‘

per haps ,
‘

in defenc e of a fr iend .WOOD S and g r oves and fol itude, tho

objefi s of Aper
’

s inveétive
, afi’or d m eh

-Ia

w il l own to-him
,
the m oft exquifite 431

.

t isfaétion
,
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tisfaétion? ’A c c or dingly, I ef’teem i t
'

one

of the gr eat p r iv ileges of '

pOet r y, that it
is not

'

c ar r ied on in the noife and tum ult
of t he wor ld, am idf’t the painful im por t

tfi
‘

hityof anx ious fuitor s, and the aH
'

eéting
tear s of difir efled c r im inals. On the c on

t r a r y, a m ind enam our ed of the Mu les
,

r eti r es in to fc enes of innoc enc eand r epofe
‘

,

and enjoys the fac r ed haunts of filenc e and
c on tem plat ion Her e genuine eloquence
r ec eived her bi r th

,
and bar e the fix ed her

( ac r ed and fequefier ed habitat ion .

’

Twas

her e
,
in dec en t and bec om ing gar b, {he

r ec om m ended her felf to the ear ly notic e
of m or tals

,
infpi r ing the br eafl s of the

blam
'

elefs and the good : ber e fir f’t the

voic ediv ine ofo r ac les w as hear d . But fie
of m oder n ,

g r ow th, offsp r ing of luc r e and
c on tention , was bor n in ev il days, and em :

ployed (as '

Aper ver y jufily ex pr ee d i t)
inflead of fioéapan :Whilf’t happier t im es

,

or
,
1n the language of the m ufes

,
the

golden age, fr ee al ike fr om or ator s and

fr om c r im es
,
abounded wub infpi r ed poets

who ex er ted thei r noble talen ts, not in
‘

defending the guilty,
’

but in c elebr ating
the



268 O F
”

O R AxT
’

O -R Y

the no c ha r aéi etwas
"

ever m ose em inently difiinguithed or m or e
augufily honour ed : i n ft

'

thy the gods
them felves, 6 to w hom the poets w er e (up
pofod to fer ve as m inifter s at thei r feafis;
and m eflenger s of thei r high behefis ; and
afterwar ds by that faer ed ofispr ing of the

gods
,
the fiff’t vener able r ac e of legifla

tor s. In that glor ious l iPt -We r ead the

nam es
,
not of or ator s indeed

,
but of O r

pheus, and Linus
,
or

,
if wea r e inc l ined

to t r ac e the il lufir ious r ol l fii l l higher , ev en
of Apollo him felf.

B U T thefe
,
per haps , w il l be t r eated

by Aper as her oes of Rom ance. He c an

not how ever deny, that Hom er ha s t e

c e1 ved as fignal honour s fr om pofier ity,

as Dem ol’thenes ; or that the fam e of So

phoc les or Eur ipides is as ex tenfive, as

that of Lyc ias o r Hyper ides that

Cic er o’

s m er it is lefs univer fal ly con

feffed than Vi r gil’s ; or that not one of

the com pofitions of Afinius or Mefil i la i s

in {0 m uch r equef
’
t
, as the Medea of

O v id
, ‘
or

‘ the Thyefies ofVar ius. l iv il l

advance
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279 O F 1 0 R A TO R YWhat is ther e in thei r pr eiéut r exal tedgfor s
tunes r ea lly defir eable ? Is i t tha t theyheft,

thei r whole liV6 8
'

either : in hei r xg alar m ed
for them felvesm o r in flir ikinghter r or into
othe r s Is it ,

~that
'

they ar e dafihyum der a

neceflistjt of cour ting the v ery m en they
hate ? that holding thei r dignities by una

m anly adulation, thei r m afiens never think

them fufli c iently Haves, nor the people
fiifii c iently fr ee ? And after al l , ' w hat is

th is their fo m uch env ied power } Nothing
m or e, in t r uth , than w hat m any a pal tr y
fr eedm an has fr equently enjoyed . But

-f
‘ME le t the lovelyMufes i lead (as

( C

CC

( C

CC

V i r g il fings) to filent g r ov es and hea
venly-haunted fir eam s, r em ote fr om ba r

huefs and fr om c ar e and {till fuper ior
to the painful nec efii ty of aéting in

w r etc hed Oppofition to m y better hear t“

No r let m e m or e, w ith anx ious heps
and dange r ous

, put fue pale Fam e am idfi

the noify for um l May never c lam or :

ous fa i tor s
,

nor panting fr eed-m an

w 1 thofii c ious hafie, aw ake m y peac efulflum ber s U nc er tain of futur ity, and

equally unconc er ned
,
ne

’

er m ay I br ibe
the
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m fhe favtiur
'

l

of l thé
'

gr eat, by
~ t ieh bea

“

i

f
q uefis to

l avar icé infatiate
‘

3 nor , ac c u
a

m wlatiott vai n ! am afs m or e
'

wealth than
‘I ' m ay tr ansfer

'

as inc l ination pr om pts;
w henever {hal l ar r ive m y life

‘
s lafi ta:

ta l per iod : And then
,

'

not in hor r id

guife of m our nful pothp, but er owned

w ith Chaplets gay, m ay I be entom bed
nor let a fr iend

,
w ith Unava iling z eal

,

fol l ic i t the ufelefs t r ibute of pofthu

m ous m em o r ial s l”

MA T E R N U S had fc a r ce fin ifhed thefe

wor ds, whic h he utter ed w ith g r eat em o

t ion, and w ith an ai r of infpir ation ,
when

Mefi
'

al la en te r ed the r oom
’

who
, oh

fer v ing m uch atten ti on in our c oun te

nances
,
and im agining the c onver fation

tu r ned upon fom ething of m or e than or di

nar y im po r t 3 Per haps, {aid he, you a r e

engaged
"

in a conj u/ta tion, and I doubt I

am guil ty of an unfeafona
’

ble inter r uption .

By no m eans
,
anfw er ed Sec undus ; on

the contr a r y, I w ith you had given us

your eom pany fooner for , I am per fuad

c d you would have been ex tr em ely enter
.

tained . O ur fr iend Aper has, w i th g r eat
eloquence

,
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eloquenc e, r been ex hor ting Matetnufi,

‘

to

tu r n the wholeflr ength of his gen ius and

his fiudies to the befinefis of the for um

whi leMatem us
,
oh the other hand

,
a

g r eeably? ,

f to the c lm r aéter of one who

was pleading the caufe has

defended his fay ou r i te a r t w ith a boldnefs

and elevat ion of fiyle m or e
~fu i table to a

poet than an or ator .

IT w ould have affor ded m e m finite

pleafu r e, r eplied Meflal la
,
to have been

pr efen t at a debate of th is kind . And I
c annotbut ex pr efs m y Fat isfaa ion , in find

;

ing the m o lt em inen t or ator s of ou r t im es,

not c onfining thei r gem ufes to points t e
lating to thei r pr ofeflion but c anv afli ng
fuch other topicks in thei r c onver fation

,

as give a v er y advantageous ex er c ife to

thei r fac ul ties, a t the fam e tim e thata it

fum ilhes an enter tainm ent
,
of the m ol’c

i nfir ué
’
tive kind, not only to them felves ,

but to thofe w ho have the p r iv i lege of

being joined in thei r par ty. And bel ieve

m e
,
Sec undus, the w or ld r ec eived w ith

'

m uch appr obat ion your hilto r y of Jul ius

Afiat ic us, as an ear nefi that you
- intend

to
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I H A VE h ither to
,
r epl iedMefiidla foufid

no r eafon to c hange m yopin ion : and VI

am per fuaded, that even
?
you your ifi ,

r Aper , (what ever you m ay fom etm iés

afi
’

cfi:to the c ontr ar y)as
' well as m y other

' two fr iends her e, join w ith m e in the
“fatne

'

fentir hents . I fhould
,
indeed

,
he

glad f if
’

any of you would difc ufs this

m atter
,
and ac c ount for {o r em ar kable a

difpar ity whi ch I have often endeavour

ed xin m y own thoughts. And what to

fom e appear s a fatisfaétor y folution of th is

phe nom enon, to m e
,
I c onfefs

,
height

ens the difficul ty for Ifind the ver y fame

differ ence pr eva ils am ong the G r ec ian or a
tm s and that the pr ieft N ic etes , togetherWith other s of the Ephefian andMityle
nean fchool s, who hum bly c ontent them

felves w ith r aifing the ac c lam ations of

thei r tafielefs aud itor s ; dev iate m uch

far ther fr om fEfchines or Dem ofihene
'

s
,

than you ,
m y fr iends, fr om Tul ly or A~

TH E quefi ion you have f
’
tar ted, (a

i
d

Sec undus, is a v er y im por tan t one, andWel l ‘

wor thy of confide r ation . But who

fo
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fi) qapablemfiddngjufiic e to it as you r felfWho, befides « the a dvan tages of a fine

genius and g reat l iter atu r e
,

'

hav e given , it
team s, par ticular atttention to this cuqui
r y. I am ver y w illing, anfwer edMefi

'

al

l a
,
to lay befor e you m y though ts upon

the fubjeét, p r ov ided you w ill afii l’t m e

w ith you r s as I go along. I w i ll engage
for two of us, r eplied Mater nus Secum~

dus and m yt
'

elfs w il l (peak to fuch points
as you (hall , I do not fay om it, but think
pr oper to leave to us. As for Aper

, you

juft now infor m ed us
,

'

it is ufita l w ith him
to diiIen t fr om you in th is a r t ic le and

,

indeed, I fee he is al r eady pr epar ing to

oppofe us
,
and w il l not lookw ith indif

r ence upon th is our afi
'

oc iation in fuppor t

of the antien ts.

U N D O U B T E DLY ,
r etur ned A per , I

{hall not tam ely futi
'

er the m odem s to be

cbndem ned
,

uhhear d and undefended.

But fir ft let m e afk
,
w hom 1 t 1 3 you call

a nt i ents What age of or ator s do you

difiingpifli by c that defignation The

wor d a lways fuggefis to m e a Nefior , or
'

an U lyfTes m en who l ived above a thou
f

fand year s finc e
‘

f w her eas you feem to

T 2 apply
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apply it .to Dem ofthenes and Hyper ides,
who, it is ag r eed

,
fiour ifhed fo late e ja

s

the tim es of Ph ilip and Aiex ander , and
,

indeed
,
fu r v ived them . H It appear s fr om

hence, that the r e is not m ueh above fou r
hund r ed year s difianc e betW‘eer i ou r t age
and that of Dem oftheues : a por tion of

t im e
,
wh ich

,
confider ed

'

.w ith r efpefit to

hum an dur ation
,
appear s , I acknow ledge,

ex tr em ely long bu t, if com pa r ed w ith

that im m enfe ar m wh ic h the philofophet s

talk of
,
is ex c eedingly cont r acfted

,
and

feem s alm oft but
‘

of yefier day. For if it

be tr ue, what Cic er oobfer ves in h is t r eatith
infer ibed to Hor tenfius, that the g r eat
and genuine year , is that per iod in which

the heavenly bod ies r etu r n
'

to the fam e

peti tion , wher e m they w er e placed when
they fir f’t began thei r r efpeétive or bits
and this r evolu tion contains 1 ofour

fola r year s ; then Dem of’thenes
, this an

tien t Dem of
’
thenes of your s, l ived

“ in the

fam e year , or r ather I m ight fay, in the

fam e m onth w i th our felves. But to

m ention the Rom an or ator s : I pr efum e,
you w ill fcar cely p r efer Menenius Ag r ip

P3
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we (hal l have about one hundr ed and
twenty year s fr om the death of Ci c er o
to there t im es : a per iod, to which it

is not im poflible that a m an
’

3 l ife m ay CX

t c nd. I r em ember , when I w as in Br i
tain

, to
'

hav
v

e m et with an

’

old fol dier
,

who aq r ed m e
, he had fer ved in the

ar m y which OppofedCeefar
’

s defcentupon

that ifland. If we fuppofe this per fon ,
by being taken pr ifoner , or by any other

m eans
,
to have been br ough t to Rom e

,

he m ight have hear d Caefar and Cic er o,
and l ikewife any of our c ontem por ar ies.
'

I appeal to you r felves, whether at the

h it publick donative, ther e w er e not fej
v er al of the populac e who acknow ledged

they had r eceived the fam e bounty, m or e

than once fr om the hands of Auguf
’
r us ?

It i s ev iden t , ther efor e, that thefe peo

ple m ight have been pr efent at the plead
ings both of Cor v inus and Afin ius : for

Cor v inus was al ive in the m iddle of the
r eign of Auguf

’
tus

,
and Afinlus

the latter end. Sur ely, then , y

pc t fplit a centur y, and c all one or ator an
anc ient,
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aptient, and another a m oder n

, when the

ver y fam e per fon m ight be an auditor of
both and thus

,
as 1 t wer e

, r ender them

contem por ar ies.

TH E

'

conc lufion I m ean to d r aw from
this obfer v ation i s

, that whatever advan

ta
r

ges thefe or ator s m ight der iy e to thei r

ch ar acter s, fr om the per iod of tim e i r i

wh ich theyflour ifhed ; the fam e w il l ex
tend to us and

,
indeed

,
w ith m uch

m or e r eafon than to S . Galba, or to C.

’

Car bonius. It c annot be denied, that the
c om pofitions of thefe laft a r e ver y inele

gant and unpol ifhed per for m ances ; as I

c ould w i lh , that not only your adm i r ed

Cal vus and
'

Coelius, but, I w il l ventur e to

add too, even Cicer o h im felf (for I (hall
del iver m y fentim en ts w ith g r eat fr ee;

dom ) had not confider ed them as thepro

per m odels of thei r im itation . Sufi
'

ei
'

m e

to pr em ife, however , 11 8 1 go along, that

eloquen c e changes its qualities as it r uns

through differ ent ages . Thus as G r ac
c hus, for inf

’
tance

,
is m uch mor e copious

andflor id than old Cato, (o Gr afi‘

us r i ié s

T 4. into
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into a far higher flr ain of pol itenefs and

r efinem ent than G r ac chus . Thus l ike
w ife, as the (peach es of Tully ar e m or e

r egula r
,
and m ar ked w ith fuper ior ele

gan c e and fubl im ity, than thofe of the

two or ator s 1 1191 m en tioned ; fo Cot v inus

is confi der ably m or e {m outhand bar m o

n ious in his per iods , as wel l as m or e cor

r eét in hi s language than Tul ly. I am

not c onfider ing , wh ich of them
‘
is

m olt eloquen t: Al l I endeavour to p r ove
a t pr efen t

“

is
,
that or ator y does not m an i l

feft itfelf in one un ifor m figur e, but is

ex h ibited by the ~ antients under a va r iety.

ofdifi
’
er

’

en t appea r anc es. However
, i t is

by no m eans a juft w ay of r eafoning , to

infer that one thing m uf’c nec effa r ily be

w or ife than another , m er ely bec aufe i t is
not the fam e . Yet fuc h is the unac

c ountable per ver fity ,
of hum an natu r e;

that w hatever has an tiqui ty to boaft
,
is

fur e to be adm i r ed ;
‘
as ever y thing novel

is c er ta in ly di fappr oved . Ther e a r e c r i

ticks, I doubt not,
'

tobe found, who pr e
;

fe r even Appius 0 c to Cato as 1 1: 1 3

w el l known that Cic er o had his c eufu r er s,
who
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net , which ti l l then pgevailed. Now01!
affir m that he did (0 , not fr om any defix

}

éiency in point of genins
'

o

'

s leagn ing, but
fr om his ~fjuper ior judgment and good
Enfe. He faw it Was nec efiar y to ac ,

com r nodate or ator y, as I obfer ved befor e
/p‘t

to the differ ent t im es and tafie of the au

dienc e. Our anc efior s
,
indeed

,
m ight

be con tented (and it was a m ar k of thei r .

ignor anc e and want of pol itenefs that they
w er e fo)w ith the im m oder ate and te

dions length of fpeeches, wh ich was in

v ogue in thofe ages ; as in t r uth
,
to be

able to ha r angue for a whole day toge
ther was itfelf looked upon

,
at that ill i

ter ate per iod, as a talent wor thy of the

h ighefi: adm i r ationu The im m eafur able

int r oduétion , the c i r c um fiantia l detai l
,

the endlefs divifion and fubdiv ifion, the

for m al ar gum en t d r awn out into a dull va
r iety of logic al deduétions, together w ith

a thoufand -other im per tinenc ies of the

fam e fltaf’telefs fiam p
,
wh ich yoh m ay

find laid down am ong the pr ec epts of

tho
'

fe
'

dr ief’t of al l w r iter s, Her m agor as and

Apol lo
'

dom s
,

I wer e then held i n d
'

upféfite

honour ,
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honour . And
,
to com plete al l

,
ifthe or a-a

tor had juft dipped into ph ilofophy, and

c ohld {p r inkle his har angue w ith fom e of

the theft t r ite m ax im s of that fc ienée,

they thunder ed out h is applaufes to this

flt ies. ~Fo
'

r thofe wer e new and unc om e

m
'

on topickstothem 5 as indeed ver y few
of the or ator s them fel ves

,
had the leafi

ac quaintan ce
"

w ith the w r i tings either of
the philofoPhers or the r hetor ic ians. B r i t

in our m or e en l igh tened age, w her e even

the Iowef’t par t of an audienc e have at

leafi fom e gener al notion ofl iter atur e
,
elo

q uence is c onfir ained to find out new and

m or eflor id paths . She is obl iged to avoid
ever y thing that m ay fatigue or offend

the ear s ofher audience efpec ial ly as {he

m uff now appear befor e judges, who de
c ide not by law ,

but by author ity who

pr efc r ibe what l im its they th ink pr oper to
the or ator

’

s fpeech ; nor c alm ly w ait t ill
he

‘

is pleafed to com e to the point, but
c all upon him to r etu r n, and open ly te

'

fiify thei r im patienc e whenever he feem s
'

d ifpofed to wander fr om the quefiion .Who, I befeech you, would, in our days,
endur e
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endur e an or ator , who fhould open ‘
his

har angue . w i th a tedious apology for the

weaknefs of his confiitution 2Yet alm ofl:
ever y or at ion of Cor v inus fets out in that

m anner . Wou1d any m an now hav e pa

tien c e to hear out the five long
' books a

gainf
’
r Ver t es ? or thofe endlefs volum es

of pleadings in favour ofTully, or Ce c i

na ? The v ivac ity of our m oder n judges
even p r ev ents the fpeake r and they ar e

apt to conc eive fom e for t of pr eju
dice againfia ll he utter s

,
un lefs he has the

addr efs to br ibe thei r at ten tion by the

fir ength and fpi r it of h is a r gum en ts
, the

l ivelinefs of h is fen tim ents
,
or the elegance

and br i lliancy of his defc r ipt ions . The

v er y populac e have fom e notion of the

beauty of language, and would no m or e

r el ifh the uneoothnefs of antiqu ity in a

m oder n o r ator
, than they w ould the ge

fiur e of old Rofc ius or Am biv ius in a m o

der n aé’tor . O u r young fiuden ts too, who
ar e for m ing them felves to eloquen ce, and

for that pur pofe attend the c ou r ts of judi
c a ru r e, expefl: not m er ely to bga r , but to

c ar r y hom e fom ething wor thyoff em em
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To c onfers the plain t r uth
,
the

‘

effefli
Whi ch m any of the antients have upon m e

“

,

is to difpofe m e either to laugh or fleep.

N ot to m ention the m or e o r dinar y r ace

of or ator s
,
fuch as Canutius

,
A r r ius

,
or

Fannius, w ith for ne other s of the fam e d ry
and unafi

'

eéting c afi ; even Calvus him “

fel f fc ar ce pleafes m e in m or e than one or

two fhor t or ations : though he has left

beh ind him ,
if I m iftake not

,
no lefs

than one and twenty volum es. And the

wor ld in gener al feem s to join w ith m e in

the fam e opinion of them : for how few

ar e the r eader s of his invecftives againfi

F ufc inius, or D r ufus ?Wher eas thofe

againftVatin ius ar e in ever y body
’

5 hands ;

par ticular ly the fec ond, which i s indeed,
both in fentim ent and language

,
a w el l a

w r itten piec e. It is ev ident ther efor e,
that he had an idea of jufi c om pofition ,
and r ather wan ted genius than inc l ination

,

to r each a m or e g r ac eful and elevated
m anner . As to the or ations of Coelius,

though they a r e by no m eans v alu
able upon thewhole

, yet they have thei r
m er it

,
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iner it, fo

'

far as they app r oach to the ex

al tedoeleganceof the pr efen t tim es.When
ever , indeed, his c om pofition is c ar elefs and
eneonneéted,

‘

h is eapr efiion low , and his

{en tim ents g r ofs it is then he is t r uly an
antient and I w il l ve ntur e to affir m

,

ther e is no one fo fond of ant iquity as
-
to

adm i r e him in that par t of
,

his
i

char aéter .We m ay allow Cm fa
‘

r
,
on ac count of the

gr eat affai r s in ,
wh ich he w as engaged

as w e m ay B r utus, in c onfider ation of his

~
philof0phy, to be lefs eloquent than m ight

other w ife be ex pected of fuch fuper ior

gen iufes . The t r uth is, even their w a r m
ePt adm i r er s acknow ledge

,
that as or ator s

no m eans fbine w ith the fame
lufir e

,
which difiingui lhed ever y other

par t of thei r r eputat ion . Caafa r
’

s fpeec h

in favour of Dec ius
,
and that of B r utus

in behalf of king Dejotar us, w ith fom e
other s of the fam e c oldnefs and languor ,
have fc ar c ely, I im agine

,
m et w ith any

'

r eader s un lefs
,
per haps , am ong fuch

who c an r el ifh thei r ver fes. For ver fes
,

we know
,

'

they w r it (and publ ifhed too)
I w il l

'

not fly w ith m or e fpi r it, bu t nu

doubtedly
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doubtedly w ith m or e fuceefs than
.

C
y
ice

to ; becaufethey had thegood for tune to
fal l m to m uch fewer hands Afin ius

,
one

would guefs , by his ai r and m anner , to

Ilave been c on tem por ar yWith Menenius

and Appius tho
’

in fact he l ived m uch

near er to our times. It is v ifible he w as

a olofe im itator of A ttius and Pac uv ius,

p ot on ly 1 n his t r agedies, but alfo in his or a
t ions fo r em ar kably dr y and uhpolifhed

a r e al l his c om pofitions . But the beauty of

.eloquenc e, like that of the hum an for m
,

confifis in the fm oothnefs
, fir eng th, and

c olou r of i ts fever al par ts. Cor v inus I
am inc l ined to(par e ; tho

’

it w as his own

faul t that he did not equal the elegant t e

,finem ents of m oder n c om pofition
'

s as it

m ufi be acknow ledged that his genius

w as abundantly fufli c ient for that pur

,
T 1 1 1~: nex t I (hall take notice of

,
is Ci

cero who had the fam e contef
’
c w ith

thofe of his own t im es
,

as m ine, m y

fr iends, w ith you . They, it feems
,
wer e

'

favour er s of the antients whilfi
'
He pr e

fer r ed
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ar e nec efi
‘

ar y
‘

to r ender them per feétly a

g r eeable . The or ator
,
however

,
in his

c om pofitions,
Ias the m an ofweal th in his

bu ildings; {hould c onfider l
'

o r nam en t as

w el l as ufe
‘

h is {l r uétu r e fhould be
,
not

on ly fubfian tial , but fir iking ; and his

fur n itu r e not m er ely c onven ient, but r ich,
and fuc h as w il l bear a elofe and fr equent
infpeétion ; w hilf

’
t ever y th ing that has a

m ean and aukw a r d appear anc e ought to

be total ly bani lhed. Let ou r or ator then, r e

jeci ever y ex pr efiion that is obfolete, and

gr own t ufty, as itwer e , by age : let him be

c areful not to w eaken the for c e ofh is fen

t im ents
,
by a heavy and inar t ific ial com

binat ion of w or ds
,
l ike ou r dul l com

p iler s of annal s let h im avoid al l low

and infipid r ailler y in a wor d
,
let him

v a r y the {tr uétur e of his per iods, nor end

ever y fentence w ith the fam e un ifor m
c lofe.

IWI L L not eXpofe the m eannefs ofCi

c er o
’

s c onceits , nor his affectation of c on

c luding alm of’t ever y other per iod w i th, as
i t
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i t jboala
'

fiem ,
infl ead of poin ting themWith fom e l ively and fpi r ited tur n. I

m egdou even thefe w ith r eluc’tance
,

and pafs over m any othe r s of the fam e

injudic ious c afi. It is fingly, however , in

l ittle afiefiadons of this kind, that theywho
ar e pleafed to fiyle them fel ves anc ient or a
tor s feem to adm ir e and im itate h im . I [hall
c on ten t m yfelf w ith defc r ibing thei r cha
r aéter s, w ithout m ention ing thei r nam es

but you ar e fenfible
,
ther e ar e c er tain

p r etender s to taf’r e w ho p r efe r Luc il ius to
Hor ac e

,
and Luc r etius to V i r gil ; who

hold the eloquenc e of you r favou r iteBaf
fus or Nonianus in the utm ofl: c ontem pt,
when c om par ed w ith that of Sifenna or

Var r o in a wor d
,
w ho defpife the pr o

ductions of our m oder n r hetor ic ians, yet

a re in r aptur es w ith thofe of Calv us.
Thefe c ur ious or ator s pr ate in the c our ts

of judic atu r e after the m an

'

ner of {be an

c ients
, (as they c all it) til l they a r e de

fer ted by the whole audienc e, and ar e

fcar c e fuppor table even to thei r ver y c l i

ents . The t r uth of i t is, that foundnefs

of
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oi eloquence wh ich they fo m uc h boaft,
is but an ev idenc e of the natu r a l weaknefs
of their gen ius, as 1 t 1 8 the effect alone of

tam e and c autious ar t. No phyfic ian
would p r onounce a m an to enjoy a p r oper
cohftitution,

whofe health pr oc eeded en~

t itely fr om a fiudied and abfiem ious r e

gim en },
To be on ly not indifpofed, is

but a {m all ac quifition it is fpi r its,
v ivac ity, and v igour that I r equi r e
whatever c om es fhor t of this

,
1 5 but one

r em ove fr om im bec il l ity.

BE it then
, (as w ith gr eat eafe it

m ay, and in fact is ) the glor ious
diftinétion of you, m y 1 11uftr ious

fr iends
, to ennoble ou r age w ith

the 11 1 0 11 r efined eloquenc e. I t is w i th
infin ite fatisfac’tion

,
Mefla l la

,
I obfer ve

,

that you fing le out the m of’tflor id am ong
the anc ients for your m odel . And you,

m y other two ingen ious fr iends
a

, fo hap
pily un ite fir eng th of fentim ent w ith

beauty of ex pr eflion fuch a p r egnancyof
im agination ,

fuch a fym m et r y of or don

nanc e difiinguifh you r fpeec hes ; fo cop i

Mater nus andSecundus.
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that any ofus c an fia nd 1n com pet1 t1on w ith
th em. Aper him felf does not fince r ely
think10

,
I dar e fay ; but takes the OPP?"

fite fide in the debate
,
m er ely 1n im ita

tion of the c elebr ated m anner of an tiqui
ty . We do not defir e you ,

ther efor e
,
to

enter tain us w ith a panegyr ick upon the
antients : their w ell-efiablifhed r eputation
plac es them fa r above thewant ofour en

com ium s . But what we r equefi of you

is
,
to ac count for ou r hav ing fo w idely

depar ted fr om that noble fpec ies of elo

q uence wh ich they difplayed efpec ial ly
finc e w e a r e not

,
ac c or ding to Ape r

’

s c al

c u lat ion
,
m or e than a hundr ed and tw enty

year s difian t fr om Cic er o.

I SH A L L endeavou r , r etu r ned Mefi
‘

al

la
,
to pu r fue the plan you have laid down

to m e: I (hal l not enter into the

q uefiion w ith Aper
, (tho

’ indeed he is

the fir fi that ever m ade it one) w hether
'

thofe whoflour ifh ed above a c entu r y be

for e us, c an pr oper ly be ftyled an t ien ts .

l am not difpofed to c ontend about w ords?

let them be c al led antients, or anc eftor s ,

br
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be allowed thei r or ator y was fuper ior to
ou r s. I adm it too

,
w hat he jufi now ad

v ahced
,
th at ther e ar e v ar ious kinds of

eloquenc e difc er n ible 1 11 the fam e per iod o

m uch m or e in differ ent ages . But as

am ong the Attick or ator s
,
Dem oflh'enes is

plac ed in the fi r l’t r ank
,
then fEfch ines

,

Hyper ides nex t, and after h im Lyfias and

Lycu r gus ; an aer a, w hich on al l hands

is ag r eed to have been the p r im e leafe
'

n

of or ator y : fo am ongf
’
t us

,
C ic er o is

by univer fal c onfent p r efer r ed ‘

to al l

h is c ontem por ar ies 5 as after him Calvus
,

Afin ius
,
Caefar

,
Coel ius, and B r utus

,
a r e

Jufily acknow ledged to have ex cel led all

our p r ec eding or fubfequen t or ator s . Nor

is it ofany im por tanc e to the pr efent a r

gum ent
,
that they differ 1n m anner

,
finc e

they ag r ee in kind. The c om pofitions

of Calvus, ns c onfeffed
,
a r e di ll inguifhed

by thei r r em ar kable c onc ifenefs 5 as

thofe of Afinius a r e by the har m on ious

flow ofhis language . B r ill iancy of {enti
m ent is Czefar

’

s char acter if’tick 5
'

as poig

nancy of w it is tha t of Coel ius . Solidity
U 4 r ecom m ends
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r ec om m ends the fpeeches of B r utus 5

w hile c opioufnefs, fir ength , and vehes

hem enc e, a r e the p r edom inant . qual ities
in Cic er o. Eac h of them,

however
5

'

difq

plays an equal foundnefs of eloquenc e ;
and one m ay eafily difc ov er a gene r al r e
fem blanc e and kindr ed l ikenefs r un

th r ough thei r fever al w or ks, tho
’

diverfi

hed
,
indeed , ac c or ding to their r efpeétive

geniufes . That they m utual ly detr aGed

fr om each other
, (as i t m utt be owned

ther e a r e for ne r em a ining t r aces of m al ig
m ity in thei r letter s) is not to be im puted
to them as o r ator s

,
but as m en , Nodoubt

Calvus, Afin ius, and even Cic er ohim felf,
wer e l iable to be infected w ith jealoufy,
as well as w ith other hum an fr ai lties and

im per fections. B r utus
,
howev er , I w il l

fingly ex eem fr om al l im putations ofm a

l ignity, as I am pe r ‘

fuaded. he {poke the

finc er e and im par tial fentim ents of his

hear t : for c an it be fuppofed that HE

{hould envyCicer o ,
who does not feem to

have envied eyen Caefar h im felf? As to
Galba5 Lael ius

,
and fom e other s of t he

antier zts,Whom Aper has thought pr eps;
to
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thei r fpeeches ar eadapted to the (oft m ode

l ation of fiage m ufick. It is th is depr a
v ity of tafie w hich has given r ife to the

v er y indecent and pr epofter ous, though

v er y fr equent ex pr efiion ,
that fuch an

or ator (peaks and fuch a danc er

m oves eloquently. I am w ill ing to adm it

ther efor e
,
that Cafiius Sev er us (the fingle

m oder n whom Aper has though t pr o

per to nam e) w hen c om pa r ed to thefe

h is degener ate fuc c efi
'

or s
,
m ay jufl ly be

deem ed an or ator 5 tho
’

it is c er ta in in

the gr eater pa r t of his c om pofitions ther e

appea r s far m or e {tr ength than fpi r it . He

w as the fir f’t w ho neglected chaflity of

fiyle, and p r op r iety of m ethod . Inex per t
in the ufe of thofe ver y weapons w ith
w h ich he engages

,
he ever lays him felf

Open to a th r ufi
,
by alw ays endeavou r

ing to attack5 and one m ay m uc h m or e

p r oper ly fay of him that he pufhes at

r andom , than that he c om por ts him felf
ac cor ding to the juil r ules of r egula r c om
bat . Never thelefs, he is gr eatly fuper ior ,
as I obfer v ed befor e, in the v ar iety of his

lear ning , the agr eeablenefs ofhis w it, aad

the
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the fir ength of his gen ius, to thofe w ht)

fiwc eeded him : not one of whom ; how

ever
,
has Aper v entu r ed to br ing into the

field I im agined
,
that after hav ing de

pofed Afinius, and C(E l ius and Calv us
,

he would have fubfii tuted another fet of

or ator s in thei r pl ace ,
and , that he had

num ber s to p r oduc e in oppofition to Ci~
'

ce r o
, to C& far , and the r efi w hom he r e

jefied ; or at leafi
,
one r iv al to each of

them . O h the c ont r ar y, he has difiinétly

and fepar ately c enfur ed al l the an tien ts,
w hile he has ventur ed to c om m end the

m odem s in gener al on ly. He thought , per

haps
,
if he fingled out fom e

,
he {hould

d r aw upon him felf the r efen tm ent of al l

tlm tefi : for ever ydec laim er am ong them
,

m odefily r anks h im felf, in his ow n fond

opin ion ,
befor e Cic er o

,
tho

’ indeed aft er

G abinianus . But what Aper w as not har dy
enough to under take

,
I w il l be hold to

ex ec ute for him ; and dr aw out his or a

to r ic al her oes in ful l v iew
,
that it m ay

appea r by what deg r ees the fpi r it and v i

gour of an tient eloquenc e w as im pai r ed
and br oken .

LE T
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L ET m e r ather int r eat you, (fa id Ma

ter nus inter r upting him ) to enter w ithout
any far ther p r efac e, upon the d ifii c nl ty
you hr f’t under took to c lean That we

ar e infer ior to the an tient s in poin t of elo

quence, I by no m eans w ant to have

pr oved 5 being ent ir ely of that opinion :

but m y pr efent enqui r y is how to ac count

for ou r finking fo far below them ?

A queftion, it feem s
, you have ex am ined;

and whic h I am per fuaded you would dif
c ufi w ith m uch c alm nefs

,
if Aper ’

s

unm er c iful attack upon you r favou r ite
or ator s had not a l ittle difcom pofed

you . I am nothing offended, r etur ned

Mefial la
,
w ith the fentim ents which Aper

has advanc ed ; neither ough t you ,
m y

fr iends, r em em ber ing always that i t is an
efiabl ifhed law in debates of th is kind,
that ever y m an m ay w ith ent ir e fec n r ity

difc lofe his unr eler ved opin ion Pr oc eed

then , I befeech you ,
r eplied Mater nus to

the ex am ination of this:poin t c onc er ning

the antients
,
w i rh - a fr eedom equal to

thei r s : fr om which I {u (peét , alas ! we
have
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the judic ious m ethod ofdi fc i

by ou r anc eflor s
,
in tr a ining up thei r

d r en .

‘

I N the h r i’c plac e then
,
the v ir tuous m a

t r ons of thofe w ifer ages, did not aban- x

don thei r infants to
‘

the m ean hovels of

m er c enar y nur fes
,
bu t tender ly r ear ed

them up
'

at thei r ow n br eafis 5 ef
’
r eem ing

the c ar eful r egulation of thei r chi ldr en and

dom eftick c onc er ns
,
as the highefi point

of fem ale m er it . I t w as c
'

ufiom a r y w ith
them l ikew ife to c hoofe out fom e elder ly
fem ale r elation

,
of app r oved conduct ,

w ith w hom the fam ily in gener al ent r ufied
the c ar e of thei r r efpeétiv e c hildr en , dur
ing thei r infant year s. This vener able

per fon fir iétly r egulated, not only thei r
m or e fe r ious pur fuits, but even thei r ver y
am ufem ents 5 r ef’r r aining them ,

by her

r efpeéted pr efen c e, fr om faying or aé
’
ting

any th ing c ont r a r y to dec ency and good
m anner s . In this m anner

,
w e a r e infor m ed

,

Cor nel ia the m other of the twoG r ac chi, as
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Aur elia and Att ia, ,

to w hom Julius
Auguftus Caafar owed thei r r efpeé

’
tive

bi r ths
,
under took th is othee of fam ily

educ ation , and t r ained up thofe fev er al

noble youths to whom they wer e r elated.

Th is m ethod of difc ipl ine w as attend

c d w ith one ver y fingula r advan tage
the m inds "of young m en w er e c on

dué
’
ted found and unta in ted to the fludy

of the '

noble a r ts . Ac cor dingly, w hat

ever pr ofefiion they deter m ined upon
,

w hether that of ar m s
,
eloquenc e

,
or law

,

they enti r ely devoted them fel ves to that

fingle pu r fuit , and w ith undiffipated ap
plic ation

, pofl'efi'

ed the whole com pafs of
thei r chofen fc ience.

B U T in the pr efent age, the li ttle boy
is delegated to the c ar e of fom e paul t r y
G r eek c ham be r -m aid

,
in

‘

c onjuné
’
tion

w ith two or th r ee othe r fer v an ts
, (and

even

'

thofe gener ally of the w or fi kind)
who ar e abfolutely unfit for ever y r ational
and fer ions office . Fm m the idle tal es

and g r ofs abfur dities of thele wor thlefs
I

people
,
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people5 the tender and uninf’t r ué’ced m ind
is fufi’er ed t o r ec eive its ear l ieft im psef

tions. It c annot
,
indeed

,
be (uppefed,

that
'

any c aution fhould be obfer ved a

m ong the dom efiicks 5 fin c e the par ents
them felves ar e (0 far fr om tr ain ing thei r

young fam ilies to v i r tue and m odefty, that

they fet them the fir fi ex am ples of lux

u r y and l ic en tioufnefs . Thus our youth

gr adually acqui r e a confir m ed habit of

im pati enc e, and a total difr egar d of that
r ever enc e they ow e both to them felves

and to other s. To fay t r uth, it feem s as
‘

if a fondnefs for hor fes
,
actor s and gladi

ator s
, the

'

pecu l iar and difiingui ih
‘
ing folly"

of this ou r c ity, w as im pr ef
’
r upon them

even in the w om b : and when onc e a

pafiion of this c ontem ptible for t has feiz ed
and engaged the m ind

,
what opening is

ther e left for the nobler ar ts

A L L c onver fat ion in gener al is infected
w ith tc picks of this kind 5 as they ar e the

c onf
’
tan t fubjeéts of difcour fe, not only

am ong lt ou r youth in thei r ac adem ies,
bu t even of thei r tutor s them felves. For

i t
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I NEED not infor m you, that Cicer o, in
the latter end ofh is t r eatife ent itled B r utus,
(the for m er par t of wh ich is em ployed in
c om m em or at ing the an tien t or ator s) gives
a fketch of the fever al pr og r efii ve fieps by
w h ic h he for m ed h is eloquence. He

ther e ac quaints us
,
that he fiudied the

c iv i l law u nder (L’

Muc ius 5 tha t he was

infir uéted in the fever al br anches of phi

lofophy by Philo the ac adem ick, andDi
odor us the Ptoick 5 that not fat isfied w ith
attending the lectur es of thofe em inent
m ail er s

,
ofwhich ther e w er e at that tim e

‘g r eat num ber s in Rom e
, he m ade a

voyage into G r eec e and Afia, in or der to

enla r ge his know ledge, and em br ace the

whole c ir c le offc ienc es. Ac c or dingly he
appea r s by his w r itings, to have been

m atter of logick, ethicks, afir onom y, and

natur al philofophy, befides being wel l

v er fed in geom et r y, m ufick
, gr am m ar

,

and
,
in (hon

,
in ever y one of the fine a r ts.

For thus i t is , m y wor thy fr iends ; fr om
deep lea r ning and the united confluenc e of
the ar ts and fc ienc es

,
the r efifllefs tor

r ent
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r ent of that am az ing eloquenc e der ived its
fir ength and r apidity.

l
' l

T1 1 B
.

facul tiesof theor ator ar e net ex c r

cHed
,
indeed

5
as in other fc iences5w ithin cer

tain pr eci fe and deter m inate l im its : 0n-the

contr ar y, eloquenc e is the m el t c om pr e

henfive of the who le c i r cl e of a r ts . Thus

He alone c an Juftly be deem ed an or ator 5

who know s how to em ploy the m of’t per

fua five a r gum ents upon ever y quefiion 5

w ho c an ex pr efs him fel f fuitably to the

dign ity ofh is fubjeét, w ith al l the power s

of gr ac e and har m ony 5 in a w or d
,
who

c an penet r ate in to ever y m inute c i r c um

fian c e, and m anage the whole t r ain of

in c iden ts to the g r eatefi advan tage of his

caufe . Such , at leafl, w as the high idea
whic h the antients for m ed of thi s i l luftr i

ous char aéter . In or der however to at

tain th i s em inent qualification
,
they did

not think it nec efl
’

ar y to dec laim in the

{c hools
5
and idly waf

’
te thei r br eath upon

feigned or fr ivolous cont r over fies. I t w as

X 2 thei r
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thei r w ifer m ethod, to applythem felves to

thefludy of fuch ufeful ar ts as c onc er n l ife
and m anner s

,
as tr eatofm or al good andev il ,

of j uttice and injuftic e, of the dec ent and

the unbec om ing in act ions . And
,
indeed

,
it

is upon points of th is natu r e that thebufi
nefs of the or ator pr inc ipally tu r ns. For

ex am ple
,
in the judic iar y kind i t r elates

to m atter s of equity 5 as in the del iber ative
i t is em ployed in deter m in ing the fit and

the ex pedien t fiil l how ever thefe two

br anc hes a r e not fo abfolutely difiin é
’
t, but

tha t they ar e fr equently blended w ith
each other . Now i t is im poflible, when
q uefhons of th is kind fal l under the con

fider ation of an or ator
,
to enlar ge upon

them in a l l the elegant and en liven ing
fpi r it of an efii c ac ious eloquenc e

,
unlefs

he is per fectly w el l acquain ted w ith hu
m an natu r e 5 unlefs he under fiands the

power and ex tent of m or al duties
,

and

can difiinguifh thofe act ions w h ich
do not par take either of v ic e or

V1 r tue.

FR OM
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flow ing and diffufive per iods, wher e the
i l lufir at ions a r e bor r owed fr om the or div

nar y and fam il iar im ages of com m on oh

fer Vation her e the per ipatetick w r iter s

wi ll give him fom e alli ltance 5 as
‘indeed

theyWill , in gener al , fupply him w ith
m anyufeful h ints 1 1 1 al l the d iffer ent m e

thods of popular addr efs. The acade

m icks w i l l infpi r e him w ith a becom ing
w armth Plato w ith fubl im ity of {enti

m en ts5 and Xenophon w ith an eafy and

elegant dict ion . Even the ex c lam ator y

m anner ofEpic u r us, or Metr odor us, m ay

be found, in fom e c i r cumflances, not al

together unfer v ic eable. In a wor d
,

what thefloicks p r etend of the ir w ife

m an
,
eught

'

to be ver ified in our or ator 5

;and he {hould actual ly pofi
'

efs al l hum an

a ow ledge Acc or d ing ly the antients
w ho appl ied them fel ves to eloquence,

not only findied the c iv i l law s, but

al fo g r am m a1
5 po

‘

et ry5 m ufick
,

and

geomeny Indeed, ther e ar e few c aufes

(per haps I m ight Jufily fay the r e ar e none)Wher ein aflt il l 1 n the fir fi 1 3 not abfolutely

hecefihr y 5
as ther e ar e m any in which an
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acquainm w ith the l afi m entioned fei
enc es a reh ighly r equifite.

15. 11 fhould be objet
‘l ed5 that elo

‘
f. q uen c e is tl1 e .fingle fc ience r equifite for

the or ator 5 as an oc c afional r ec our fe to

the other s w il l be fufii c ient for al l h is

pur pofes I anfwer 5 in the fir fi plac e,
ther e w i ll always be a r em ar kable differ

ence in the m anner of applying what we

take up, as it w er e
,
upon loan

,
and what

w e pr oper ly pofi
'

efs 5
'

fo that i t w il l ever
be m an ifefi,

whether the or ator is in

debted to other s for what he p r oduces,
or der ives i t fr om his own unbor r ow ed

fund . And in the nex t
,
the fc ienc es

th r ow an inex pr efiible g r ac e over ou r

c om pofitions, even w her e they a r e not

im m ediately c onc er ned ; as thei r efl‘eé’tsar e
difcer n ible wher e w e leaft ex pect to find
them . Th is power ful char m is not on lydi
fiingu iflmdby the lear ned and thejudic ious5
but fir ikes even the m olt c om m on and po

pular c lafs of auditor s 5 infom uch that

one
,
m ay fr equently hear them applauding

a fpeaker of this im p r ovedkind, as a m an

X 4. of
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of
'

genuine er udition 5 as en r iched w ith
the whole t r eafu r es of eloquence, and, in

one wor d
,
acknow ledge the com pleat or a

tor . But I w ill takethe l iber ty to affir m ,

that no m an ever did
,
nor indeed ever

c an , m aintain that ex al ted c har aé’ter , un

lefs he enter s the for um fuppor ted by the

ful l Pcr ength of the un ited ar ts . Aecom

pl ifhm en ts
,
how ever , of th is for t a r e now

(0 totally neglected, that the pleadings of
our or ator s a r e debafed by the low eflex
pr efiions 5 as a gener al ignor anc e both of

the law s of our count r y and the acts of

the fenate
,
is v ifible th r oughout thei r

per fo r m an c es . A 11 know ledge of the

r ights and c nflom s ofRom e is pr ofefiedly
r idic uled

,
and philofophy feem s at pr efent

to be confider ed as fom ething that ought

to be {hunned and d r eaded. Thus elo

q uence, l ike a deth r oned potentate, is ba
n ifhed her r igh tful dom inions, and c on

hued to bar r en points and low c onceit
and (he w ho w as once m ifir efs of the

w hole c i r c le of fc ienc es, a nd c har m ed

ev er ybeholder w ith the goodly appea r ance
of her glor ious t r ain ,

'

is now fir ipped of

al l t
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gine; as ufir al , m uc h offenc e. I am fa r e,
at leafi5

if ce r tain of ou r c ontem por ar ies
wer e to be infor m ed efwhat I have her e
m aintained, I fhould be told, that in lay
i r r g it down as a m ax im

,
th at a know ledge

both of law and philofbphy a r e efiential

q ual ifications in an or ator
,
I have been

fondly pu r fuing a phantom of m y own

im agination .

I AM fo fa r fr om thinking
,
r epl iedMa

ter nus5 you hav e c om pleated the par t you
under took, that I {hould r ather im agine

you had only given us the fir fi ge

ne r alfleetch of you r defign . You have

m a r hed out to us indeed
,
thofe fc iences

wher ein the antient or ator s w er e infir ué’t
c d

,
and have plac ed in f’t r ong contr afle

their fuc c efsful induftr y, w ith our unper
for m ing ignor ance. But fom ething far

ther fii l l r em ains : and as you have (hewn

us the fuper ior acqui r em ents of the or ator s

in thofe m or e im p roved ages ofeloquenc e,
as wel l as the r em arkable defic ien cy of

thefe in ou r own tim es 5 I fhould be glad

you would p r oc eed to acquaint us w ith the
par ticular



A D I A L O G U E .

”
3 1 5

par ticular ex er c ifes by whic h the youth of

thofe ea r lier days w er e w ont to {tr engthen

and im pr ove the i r gen iufes . For I-
s
da r e

fay you w i l l not deny, that or ator y is ac

quir ed by pr actife far better than by pr e

c ept . '

And ou r other two fr iends he r e
,

fcemWil ling , I per c ei ve, to adm i t it .

To wh ich , when Aper and Sec an

had fign ified thei r agen t, Me

fum ing h is difcour fe, continued a ow s

H A V I N G then , as it {h
‘

ould fcem 5
dif

c lofed to your fatisfac
‘
t ion the feeds and

fir ft pr inc iples of an tien t eloquenc e, by
{pec ifying the fever al kinds of ar ts to

wh ich the ant ien t or ator s w er e t r a ined 5
“ I

{hal l now lay befor e you the m ethod they

pu r fued, in or der to gain a fac il ity in the
ex er t ion ofeloquenc e This indeed I have
in fom e m eafu r e antic ipated

,
by m en

tioning the pr epar ator y a r ts to wh ich they
applyed them felves for it i s im poflible
to m ake any pr og r efs in a com pafis 1h va r i
ous and fo abt’cr ufe

,
unlefs w e not only

fir engthen our know ledge by r eflection,
but im pr ove a gener al aptitude by fr equen t
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ex er c ife. Thus it appea r s that the fam e

fieps m utt be pur fued in ex er ting ou r 0 1 3
tor y, as in at taining it . But if th is t r uth
fhould not be univer Ial ly adm itted ; ifany
Ihoul d th ink, that eloquenc e m ay be pof

feffedw ithout paying p r ev ious c our t to her
attendant fc ienc es ; m olt c er tain ly, at leafl,
i t w ill not be den ied, that a m ind duly
im pr egnated w ith the pol ite ar ts, w ill en
terWith {0 m uch the m or e advantage up
on thofe ex er c ifes pec ul iar to the or ator ic al
c 1 r cus.

ACCORD I N G LY
,
our anc ef’tor s when

they defigned a young m an for the
"

pr o

fefiion of eloquenc e
,
hav ing pr ev ioufly

taken due c ar e of his dom efiickeduc ation
,

and feafoned his m ind w ith ufeful know
l edge, int r oduc ed h im to the m ol t em inent
o r ator in Rom e. Fr om that tim e the

youth com m enc ed his confiant follower
,

attending him upon al l oc cafions5 whether

he appea r ed in the publ ick affem bl ies of

the people, or in the cour ts of c iv il judi
c atu

‘

r e. Thus he lea r ned, if I m ay ufe

the ex pr efiioh, the ar ts of or ator ical confliét
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l ivelym anifef
’
tation 5 not a p r etended, but

a genu ine adver fa r y5 a r m ed 1 n ea r neI
’
r for

the com bat ; an audienc e ever ful l and
ever new ,

c om pofed of foes as wel l as
fr iends

,
and wher enot a fihgle expr efiion

could fal l unc enfur ed
,

or unapplauded.

For you w il l ag l ee w ith m e
,
I am well

per fuaded, w hen I a(Ter t , that a fol id and

lafiing r eputat ion of eloquenc e m utt be

acqui r ed by the c enfur e of ou r enem ies
,

as wel l as by the applaufe of our fr iends 5
or r ather , indeed, it is fr om the for m er

that it der ives i ts fu r ef’r and m olt un

duefiioned fir eng th and fir m nefs . Ac

cor dingly5 a youth thus for m ed to the

bar
,
a fr equent and attentive bear er of

the m ol t i l lufir ious or ator s and debates
,

ipfir uéted by the ex per ienc e of other s
,

acquainted w ith the popular tal’r e
,
and

dai ly conver fant in the law s ofhis c ountr y ;
to whom the folem n pr efenc e of the

jhdges, and the aw ful l eyes of a full au

dienc e w er e fam il iar
,

r ofe at onc e into
affair s

,
and w as equal to ever y c aufe.

Henc e it w as that Cr afi
’

us at the age of

n ineteen , Caefar at tw enty one
,
Pol lio at

twenty
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twenty two, and Cal v es when he w as but ,

a few year s older , p r onounc ed thofe fever al
(pw ches againfi Car bo, Dolabel la, Cato,
and, Vatinius, wh ic h w e r ead to this hour
with adm i r ation.

O N the other hand, ou r m oder n youth

r ec eive thei r educ at ion under c er tain de
c laim er sc al led Rhetor ic ians a fet ofm en

w ho m ade thei r fir fi appear anc e in Rom e,
a l ittle befor e the tim e of Ci c er o. And

that they wer e by no m eans appr oved by
our ancefior s5 plainly appear s fr om their
being enjoined, under the c enfor lh ip of

G r afi
‘

us and Dom it ius, to {but up thei r
fchools of impuder zce, as Cicer o ex pr efTes

it . But I w as going to fay, we a r e fent
to c er tain ac adem ies, w her e it is har d to

deter m ine whether the plac e
,
the c om

pany5 o r the m ethod of infir ué’tion is

m olt l ikely to infect the m inds of young
people5 and p r oduc e a w r ong tur n of

thought . For noth ing, c er tain ly, c an

ther e be of an affecting folem m ty m an

audienc e, w her e a l l who com pofe it a r e

of the fam e low deg r ee of underfiand ing 5
i l OI

'
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nor any advantage to be r ec eived fr om
their fellow -ftudents

,
wher e a par ceI Of

boys and r aw youths of un r ipe judgm ents
har angue befor e eac h other

5

‘’

w ithout
the l eafi fear or danger of c r itic ifm
as for the1 r ‘ex er c 1fes5 they ar e r idic ulous i n
thei r ver y natur e. They confift of two

kinds
,
and ar e either dec lam atoryor c on

t r over fial . The fir fi
,
as being eafier and

r eqn 1 r 1ng lefs fleil l, is afiigned to the

younger lads : the other is the talk of

m or e m atur e year s . But
, good gods !w i th

' w hat inc r edible abfur di ty ar e they c om

pofed ! The t r uth is
,
the I

’
tyle of their

dec lam ations is as falf
'

e and c ontem ptible
5

as the fubjeé
’

ts ar e ufelefs and fictitious.

Thus
,
being taught to ha r angue in a m olt

pom pous diction , on the r ew ar ds dti c to

tyr ann ic ides, on the eleétion to be tr iade

by deflow r ed v i r gins
a

5
on the l icentiouf

nefs of m a r r ied w om en
,
on the c er em o

n ies to beobfer ved 1 1 1 tim es ofpefiilen ce,

a It w as one of the quef
’
t ions ufual ly debated in

t hefe r hetor ick-fchools, w hether the pa r ty who had

been r av ilhed 111 61 1 11 1 chufe to m ar r y the v iolator
,
of

her c hall ity, o r r ather have him put to death
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q uenc e5 l ikethat of a c lear and v igor ous
flam e

,
is nonr ifl1 ed by p r oper fuel , ex

c ited by agi tation , and 11 1 1 1 br ightens as

i t bu r ns“ It was in th is m anner
,

faid

he
,

that the or ator yof our ancefior s w as

kindled and {pr ead itfelfifi. 1 1 1 51 m odem s

hav e as m uc h m er it of this kind
, per

haps, as .c an be acqu
'

i r
'

e
‘

d u
‘

h
‘

der
'

a fettled

and peaceable. gover 11mer it : but far - in

fe r ier , no that wh ich {hone out

in
‘

the tim es:of l ic enjr ioufnefs and confu

fion
,
wheh He w as deem ed the ablel’r or al

tor
,
who had m ol’t influenc e over a r ef’clefs

and un

i

goyermd m ul t itude . To th is Ii:

thation of ick affair s was ow ing thofe
tes c oncer n ing the Ag r a

r ian law s
,
and the popular ity confequent

ther eupon 5 thofe long har angues of the

m ag1fir ates5 thofe im peac hm ents of the

g r eat,
‘
thofe fact ions of the nobles, thofe

her editar y enm r nes 1 11 par ti c ular fam il ies,
and in fine

,
thofe 1

tween
,

the fenate

wh i§h5 issugs
‘ '

them htejudieial
to the fiate;yet m ol t c er tainly cont r ibuted

to pidduc
'

e and encour age that r ich vein
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uenc e w h ich difcover ed i tfel f 1 1 1

thofe tem pefluous days. The w ay to digni

ties iay dir eétly th r ough thepa ths of elo

quenceT he m or e a m an fignal iz ed him felf

by his abil ities in this ar t , fo m uc h the m or e

eafily he Opened hi s r oad to p r efer m ent and

m aintained an afc endantover his c oliegues,

a t the fam e tim e that i t heightened his i r 1
ter efiWith the nobles, his autho r ityWith
the

'

fenate
5
and . his r eputat ion w ith the

people in gener al . The pat r onage of thefe
adm i r ed or ator s w as c our ted even by fo

r eign nations ; as the (eyer al m ag if
’
t r ates

of our ow n , endeavou r ed to r ecom m end

them fel ves to thei r favour and pr p teét icm ,

by theyving them the highefim ar ks ofho

npu r whenever they jet out for the adm i .

n ifir a tion of thei r r efpeéi ive pr ovinc es, and

by Radiot c ultivating a fr iendthip w ith
them at thei r r etur n . They wer e c al led
upon ,Without anyfol ieitation oh thei r owr1
pa1 1

5
to fil l up the fupr em e hignities of

or vyer é they even in a p r i vate
r
,
as by m eans

of the
‘

pe h ad a ver y c on

th the fenate
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and the people.

1' The t r uth 15 i t was an

ef’tabl ifhed m ax im in thofe days, that w ith
out the or ato r ic al talents 5 n0 1

'

1 1 an c ould ei

ther ac quir e 9 1 m
ainmmh ny high pofi 1 1 1

the gov er nm ent; 1 And 11 0 wm der indeed,

that fuch a notion (hould univer fally. pr e
vail : fince it w as im pofiible for any per :
fon endhed w ith this c om m anding ar t, to

pafs his l ife in obfeur ity, how m uc h foever

i t fn igh
'

t
' bc agr eeable to hi s own inc l ina-s

t ions finc e i t w as not fuffic ient m er ely
to vote ih

'

the fenate
5
w ithout fuppor ting

that vote w ith good fenfe and elq ence

finc e 1 11 al l Publ ick im peachm ents or c ivi l
c aufes, th

'

e ac c ufed
‘

was obl iged to anfwér

to the char ge in his o
'

wn per fon ; f 11 ce

w r itten dep0fitions wer e not adm itted in
judic ial m atter s

,
but the w itnefl'es were

c al led tlpo
n to del iver thei r ev idence in

open cour t . Th 11 s 011 1 ancefior s wer e

c 10q 11 e11 1 5 as m uch by necefli ty as by en

c ou r agem ents. To be pofi
'

efied of the per

fuafive talents, was efieem ed thehighefl:
glor y 5

the c ont rar y char aéter was
o

heid

i n theutm oft contem pt. In aWor d, they
wer e 1ndited 16

'

the phr fuit of
‘

Or atofy;
.

by

a p r i n
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fider able . deg r ee of power
,
w i thout ( the

afiifiance ofthe r hetoflc al i alentw

added, that the
the

_
debates in which the anc ien ts wer e

engaged
,
contr ibuted gr eatly to advanc e

thei r eloquence. MOP1 Cer tain ,
indeed, it

5
111 3 1: an or ator m a f

’
t neCefia 1 i1y find.

g 1 eat d1 iference w ith r efpeéi: to his pow

a s
,
when he is to ha r angue only upon

fom e t r ifling robbery 5 : or a l ittle paul t r y
form ofpleadi ng ; and w hen

,
the fac ul ties

of5his m ind ar ew a r m ed and enhve11 ed 1by

fuch inter efiing and anim ating topicks as

br ibe r y at elections5 as the ' oppr efii on b f

0 1 1 1 al l ies5 10 1 the m affac r e of our fel low
c itiz en s. Ev ils the1e5 w hich 5

beyond al l

pe1 adven 1ur e5 i t wer e better {hould neve r

happen 5 and we have r eafen to YCJOICG

that we l ive under a gover nm en t w her e

w e a1 e f
’
t r anger s (Q fuc h t

‘

er r ible c alam i
t ies : fiil l i t m ufi be acknow ledged

,
that

w her ever they did happen they wer e

w ondeiful inc ent ives to eloquen ce.
5
For

“

the or ator
’
s genius r ifes and ex pands itfelf

1 in



A
‘

1 3 17 1 1 , 0 d U
'

fi. 3 27
iii brb

'

fié r tion 16 the dignity of the oc cafign
upon wh ich it is ex er ted

-

Eand I wfil lay 1 13
d ow n as a m ax im

,
that i t is im pqflibl e to

M out 1 n ai l the powerflii iui’t r e of genu
i l‘fé eloquence5 w ithout be1ng i nflam ed bya

fuitable im por tanc e of fubjeé
’
t . Thus the

fpeGCh ofDem oflhenes againft hi s guar di
ans

,
( c an dy, I im agine5 efiab1ifi1 ed his

c har aéte1 5 as i t w as not the defence of

A rbhias, 0 1
“Qui riétius, that acqui r ed Cic e

1 0 the r epu tat ion of a c onfum m ate or ator .

I t .Was Cati line, and Milo, and Ver tes
5

and Mar k Anthdny5 that w a r m ed him

wi th that noble glow of eloquenc e,Which
gave

'

the fihifhing br ightnefs to h is une

q ii al led fam e. Fanam I fr om infinuating,

that fueh infam ous cha r aéter s defer ve to

be toler ated in a fiate, in or der to {apply
c onvenient m at ter ofor ator y ; al l I contend

for is; that th is ar t fiour ifhes to m oft ad

van tage
'

in tur buient tim es . Peace
,
no

1101 1 5 1 , is infini tely
'

pr efer abiet o wa
‘

r 5 bil t

i t is the latter only that for m s the foldier ,

I t is jnft the lfam e w ith eloquence
the oftener (heen ter s , if I m ay fo fay, the

field of battle ; t he m 0 1 e
'

wou11 ds (he

gives



Ar 1 1 6 RW
the

j
m or é

appeaihh

ahd (i ifi
i
c ul ty. 1 n othe r s

, how m uch foe

w e! m ay . choofe c afe ; and {eCur itry for

our fel ves.

ANOTH ER
'

advan tage which the ah

t ient orator s had over the m odem s
,
is
,

that they:w e
‘

r e not confined 1n thei r plead
ings

,
asWe a r e , to a few hour s“ 0 11 the

c on t r a r y, they wer e
'

at
‘l iber ty to adjour n

as bften
‘

as they thought pr oper '

they

w er e unl im ited as to the num ber of days

or ofe ounfel, and ever y or ator m ight . ex

c tend his ffpeech to the length m ofi ag r ee
a ble to h im felf. Pom pey; in h is thi r d c on
=fulfl1 ip5 '

w as the fir ft w ho cu r bed the (pi
‘

r it Of eloq uence : {til l How ever per m it ting
a l l c aufes to be hear d,

“

ag r eeably to the

l aws
,

'

in the for um and befor e the P1 3»

tor s .
-How m uch m or e c onfider able the

fbufinefs of thofe m agifir ates was , than

that
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“

fieed
“ ’

r eq 11 i1 es a -fi'

ee a nd open (pace
wher iéin to ex pa tia te ; otherwife the for ce

Pdw
fefi t

1 9 Br ian a
,
and half the

'
of his ta lem s is 011 86566

'

1 11 theii‘

par eer t,
‘

15
5

There anothet’ Cifcuiflfianc e
alfo ex ceedingly pr ejudic ial to the intereft
of eloquenc e;

“

as it p r events adue atten
ti0i1 to ftyi e

°
IWe a r e now obl iged to eu

ter upqn 0 1 1 1 {pe
‘

ech
w

Whenever the judge
c al ls upon 115 5 11 0 1 10

’

m enti0n
'

the fr e

q neht inter r uptionsWh ich a r i fe by the

exaiiiinatior i
'

ofWitnefiies B1:fides 5 t eh

c our t
'

s of Judic am té a r e at pr efeht {0 1m

fieq uentéd5 that the or ator fee
'

m s to fiahd

alone, and talk to bar e w al ls But elo

q tieé
ic
'

e r eJoiCes in the c iam oufi of loud ap
plaufe5

'

and ex ul ts m a 111 11 audience; fuc h

31 11 d to pr efs r ound the anc ient 0 1 3 1 011;

whenthe forum Rood th r onged
‘With 1 16

bles ; when a num er ous 1 et1n1 1 e0f Clients
,

w hen for eign am bafiador s, and .whé ie c ia

ties 51 111 11 1 1 1 at the debate ; andWhen even

Rom e her felfWas ceh cer ned 1 n the event .

The ver y appeai
‘anc e (if that pr odig ious

c onc ou r fe ofpeople Which attended the

t r ial s of Befiia5
'
C0 1 1 1el ius5 Sc au 1us5 Mii0;

and



‘

A
'

D 1 A u o
’

b u

g hd Vati11i13§5
"h mf’c ‘h fi‘Vé enflam ed the

Ac cor dingly
we £315 11? tha t of al l the ant ient or at ions
11 0W1 671 13111 1 1 5 the r e a r e none wh ich have
m or e em in en tly diftinguifhed thei r au

thor s
,
them thofeWhic h w e‘r e pr onounced

under fuch faveu r abie c i r cum fifaflc es .

MTO

thefe adv antages w e m ay far ther add l ikes

w ife; the fr equen t gene ra l ‘
afi

'

em bl ies of

the people, the pr iv ilege of a r r a ighing the
1 1 1091 cdxifidet abie pevfofiégeg am } {hepa

pula r iey of fuch ~ i1 1 1peeehm exi ts ?when

the (0 11 3 of or ator y {gated not even Sc ipio,

Sylla , or Pom pey ; and when
,
in c onfe’ .

q ueflc e of fuch aéc eptable attacks open
fufpeéted power , theyWer e fur e of being
hear d by the people w ith the utm oft at

tent ion and r egar d. How m ufi thefe

united caufes
.

c ontr ibute to t aife the ge
n ius, and~ i 1 1 fpi r e the eloquence of the an

tients

MA T E RN U S , who
, you w i l l r e

m em ber , w as in the m idf’c of his ha

rhngue in favour of poet r y when Meg.

falia fi rfl: enter ed into theroom ; finding
k Sec undus



a O R m T 0 MY :

t

{ tSc cundua was new Ifilcnt;
'

tookl lthat

oppor tuni ty of r efum ing
Jhis inveéfivi:

‘f againfi athe ex er c ife of t he oratoric al
arts in general .“ That

“

fp‘ec ies‘of elo

q uenc e, [aid he, ' wherein ( poetry is con
cerneti, is calm and peaceable

‘

,
3 m ode1:ate

Ha nd v ir tuotl s .whereas thatother fupr em e

kind
,

m y twm fr it nk ha e have

been d'efc r ibingflis the oflépr ing of l icen
.tioufnefs (by fools m ifc al led l iberty): and
the com panion of {edition 3

-b0 1d, c hiti
nate and haughty

,
unknowing how to

yield or how to obey; an encou rager of a
law lefs p0pulac e,

‘

and a fir anger in al l well
r egulated com m uni ties,Who e ver heard
.of

.

an or ator . in Lacedazm on
‘
or Ctetc ?

cities which ex er c ifed the fever efi difc i

p1ine, a r 1d were governed by the fir iétefi

.laws. We have no accoun t of Petfian or
Macedoni an eloquence, or indeed of that
of any other fiate which fubm itted to a

adm in iftr ation of governm ent .
Rhodes and

im pttlar rule, where al l things
9111 m en) (warm ed with or ators innum er

able. In the
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section
,
is i t not bec aufe it either i s i r rfulta

'

cd by fom e neighbouring fiate, or tofu by
dom efii ckfeuds .

'

And what province ev er
.

fec ks our pa tronage;
’till {he hasbeen pluns

der ’d or Opprefl'ed But far bette r i t
111 1e is

,
never to haVe Been injur ed

, t han
a t lafi: to be r edr effed . If therewas a go.

‘

veram ent in the w orld fr ee fr em com m o-x

tions anddifiur bancesj thepr ofefiibn ofOr a-z

tory would there
'

bc 1 as d elefs; as that of

m edicine to the found and as the phya:

fic ian would have l i ttle pr actice or pr ofit

am ong the healthy and the fir bn
'

g, fo n
'

eii

ther wou ld the orator have m uch; bufia

net}; or honour where obed ience and good

m anners uni ver fal ly prevai l .
' To what

"

pu r pofe ar e , fiudied fpeeches in
“

a fenate
,Where the better and the m ajor part of

the afi
'

em bly ar e a l ready of one
'

m indWhat the ex pediency of harangu ing ’

the

popu lace , where publick afihi i s ar e not

determ i ned bythe voice of an i gnoran t

and giddy m ul ti tude, but by the {teddy

w ifdom of a tingle per fon ? To what end

v oluntary i r ifor r n at ions, where cri
m es ar e

unfr equen t and inconfider able .

P or of la
boured



7S D f A L fDfi U
'

E. 3 3 5

bm r eda ndl im idious defences , where the

c lem elficy of the
?
juelge iis‘tever on the fide
Believe m e then

, m y
as fa r as the Ci r c um fianc es

age require, m y eloquent) friends;
had the gods rev e r ted the date of your ex
i ftencé and placed You i n the tim es of

thofe an tients we fo m uch adm ire, and

Them i n yonas ,
702: would nothave fal len

flmr t of that glorious fpi r it which di
fiinguifhed their oratory, nor would they
have been defiitute of a proper tem pera~
ture and m oderation . But finc e a high
reputation for eloquence is not c onfifient
with grea t r epofe in the publick let every
age enjoy i ts own peculiar advantages

,

without derogating from thofe ofa form er.

MA T ERNU S having ended Mefial la

obfer v ed, that there were fom e points
which his friend had laid down , that were
not per feftly agreeable to h is fentim en ts

as there were others
,
which he w i lhed to

hear ex plained m ore at large : but the tim e
is now

,
faid he

,
too far advanced . If I

have m ain tained any thing, replied Ma

ter nus,
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ter nus, which requires to be opened m ore
ex plicitly, I {hal l be ready to clear i t up in
fom e future conference : at the fam e tim e
r ifing from h is fea t and embr acing Aper
MeiTal la and I (continued he fm il ing) {hal l
arraign you, be wel l afi

’

ur ed
,
before the

poets and the adm irers of the antients .
And I both ofyou (returnedAper) befor e
the rhetoricians. Thus we par ted in m a

tual good hum our.

F I N ]
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