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By Lori Copler
Editor

Minnesota’s buffer zone law, enacted in
2016 and revised in 2017, was controver-
sial — not because of its intent, but how it
is to be enforced and whether landowners
could be compensated for taking land out
of production to create buffer strips along
waterways.

Although it is a state law, McLeod
County chose to adopt a local ordinance
so that it could enforce and administer the
law locally. Included in that ordinance is a
provision to penalize landowners who are
not in compliance by the Nov. 1 deadline.

The county’s ordinance authorizes the
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD), now located in the courthouse
with the county’s environmental services
department, to enforce compliance.

Ryan Freitag of the SWCD said that the
county’s adoption of the ordinance, which
includes “the administrative and penalty
side,” also includes the appeals side.

“It gives us more local control,” said
Freitag. “The appeals will go to the coun-
ty board, rather than to the state.”

The County Board also adopted a slid-
ing penalty scale, hoping to encourage
compliance through cooperation rather
than punishment.

And most landowners want to cooper-
ate, said Freitag, as they recognize the in-
tent of the law is to protect water. The
buffer strips, typically grass, help capture
and filter chemicals, such as phosphorous
and nitrogen, before they enter a ditch,
lake, river or creek.

“They’ve been really good about trying
to comply voluntarily,” said Freitag.
“Right now, I’d say we have about 85 per-
cent who are in compliance. I’ve heard
from very few people who are upset with
the law.”

One of the advantages of the local ordi-
nance is that SWCD staff can work with
landowners to get into compliance, either
by helping them develop the strips or by
coming up with alternative practices. The
local staff knows the area better than state
personnel, and recognizes that not every
area is conducive to developing a buffer
strip that is compliant to widths because
of the terrain of the land.

Freitag said his office uses the county’s
aerial photographs to help determine some
of the best alternative practices, as well as
LIDAR data that shows elevations in one-
foot intervals, but staff is also willing to

go out with landowners for a firsthand
look at their problems.

Under the law, there must be a 161⁄2-foot
buffer strip (on average) for waterways on
the buffer protection map. That width in-
creases to a 50-foot average strip on pro-
tected waterways (with a 30-foot mini-
mum).

Knowing that it isn’t always easy or af-
fordable to comply, the county allows a
landowner up to 11 months after the first
notice of noncompliance to rectify the sit-
uation without a fine. After that there is a
fine range of $0 to $200 per parcel for the
next six months, and then $0 to $500 per
parcel for the next six months and beyond.
Freitag said the sliding scale allows the
county to take into account unique cir-
cumstances before determining a fine.

“The commissioners took into account
that not all situations are the same,” said
Freitag.

One of the largest stumbling blocks to

compliance, Freitag said, is that there is a
cap to how many acres can be enrolled in
the Conservation Reserve Program. Many
landowners would like to enroll their
buffer strip acres into the program. Cur-
rently, the national cap is 24 million acres.

Freitag said the biggest pushback about
the buffer law is not the administrative
part of it, but why some waterways were
designated as “protected” and others were
not. In some places, a protected water way
was defined up to a certain edge, such as a
property line or road.

“There’s the question of why a protect-
ed waterway ends where it does, and
doesn’t continue on the other side of the
road or property line,” said Freitage.

But, that he said, is a state issue. The
protected waterways were mostly desig-
nated in the early 1980s, and there isn’t a
lot of historical data available as to the
reasoning behind the designations.

Freitag said that if the state starts re-

assessing protected waterways, it will
have to look at all the waterways in the
state, and not just local issues.

“That would take a lot of time and
money, and I just don’t think the appetite
is there to do that,” said Freitag.

Freitag said he expects bringing
landowners into compliance should con-
tinue to go smoothly.

“I think if we have any issues, it will be
with absentee landowners, because they
just don’t know what’s going on out here,”
said Freitag. “They may be living in the
Cities, renting out their land, and not even
aware that there is a law that applies to
their property.”

More information about McLeod Coun-
ty’s buffer ordinance can be obtained by
calling the SWCD office at 320-864-1214.
Information about the state law can be
found at: https://mn.gov/portal/natural
-resources/buffer-law/.

Local buffer ordinance offers local control

Buffer strip near Mankato, MN.
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ERVIN WELL COMPANY
1312 West DePue Ave. • Olivia, MN

320-523-1621

1-800-582-6133 (toll free)
www.ervinwellmn.com
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Alsleben Livestock Trucking
Adam and Wanda Alsleben, owners — Over 32 years experience

• Runs made daily to Haas Livestock & O & S Cattle • 
• Weekly runs to Zumbrota & Custom Hauling •

Contract prices available on cattle of 20 head or more
“I have buyers fo r steers and cows.” Guaranteed price on farm with no commissions!

Phone 320-864-4509 Cell 320-510-1392

GA PRODUCCERS
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CARS, PICK-UPS, SUV’S & VANS

Dale Harbarth Mark Harbarth

FREE Lay-a-Way

DALE’S AUTO SALES
20641 Hwy. 7 W., Hutchinson • 320-587-2663

(1 mile West of Super America) Open 9 am–8 pm; Sat. 9 am-5 pm

Over 150
$2,995 - $8,995

FREE WARRANTIES
On Most 1998’s & Newer

www.DalesAutoSalesMN.com
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www.citizensalliancebank.com 

451 Lakeview Street, PO Box 8 
Lake Lillian, MN 56253 

(320)664-4111 

SStop iin ttoday aand ssee uus  
fforr aall yyoour ffarming nneeedds! 

Terry’s
BBooddyy  SShhoopp

• Free Computerized • Glass Replacement
• Estimates • Quality Paint Jobs
• Collision Specialist

Terry HHemingsen

320-523-2561
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A World Leader in Agribusiness
Producing Top Quality Canned & Frozen Peas,

Sweet Corn & Carrots
A Community Leader & Supporter in the 

Glencoe Area for over 55 years!

Seneca Foods, started in 1949, has been dedicated to provid-
ing quality food products and service excellence to our cus-
tomers.  We began by concentrating on one product, concord
grape juice, and carved out a successful niche in a growing
market.  Today, the breadth of our operations encompasses a
vast array of fruit and vegetable products.  We are involved in
multiple aspects of agribusiness, from growing crops to manu-
facturing and marketing the packaged goods.  And we remain
committed to delivering high quality products that our cus-
tomers can trust and depend on.

Seneca Foods Corporation
101 8th Street West, Glencoe, MN 55336

Main Human Resources 320.864.2316
Toll Free Human Resources 800.252.4875

Greg & Heidi Otto
(320) 485-3368

Cell (320) 510-0468

Combining
w/Stalk Chopping Heads

Baling (3x3x8)
Disk Ripping

Grain Swathing
Grain Hauling
Spring Tillage

Planting
Brillion Packer Rental

Otto Farms Operations, Inc.

20243 County Rd 9, Lester Prairie, MN 55354

Chopping • Filling
Bags, Bunkers, Silos
Front & Rear Unload

Trucks Available
Packing Available

WITH AGITATION BOAT
MANURE DRAGLINE

CONKLIN® AGROVANTAGE® PRODUCTS
CONKLIN® part of the solution rather then part of the problem.

Fertilizer for highest yields.
Farmers can increase yields while reducing input costs

For a Free Catalog... call

WWW.FRANKEMARKETING.COM

KEN FRANKE
CONKLIN 

INDEPENDENT
DISTRIBUTOR

320-238-2370
or 855-238-2570

KEN FRANKE
CONKLIN 

INDEPENDENT
DISTRIBUTOR

320-238-2370
or 855-238-2570

• Liquid fertilizers for in 
row and foliar feeding

• Rainfast surfactants
• Systems approach moving 

growers out of yield rut
• Drift control
• Nitrogen slow-release 

additives
• Grain bin repair products
• Manure pit treatments
• Chelated liquid manganese

stops yellow flash from 
glyphosate

• Seed treatments

• Forage preservatives
• Animal products that

support entire life cycle
• Long-distance lubricants 

and fuel additives

WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

NEEDED
Buy wholesale direct from 
farmer-owned 49-year-old 

company based in MN 

Port-A-Hut Shelters:
• All Steel Shelters for Livestock & other Uses

JBM Equipment:
• Feeder Wagon - Several Models
• Self-locking Head Gates • HD Feeder Panels
• Self-locking Bunk Feeders
• Tombstone Horse & Horned Cattle Feeders
• Skid Feeders • Bunk Feeders
• Bale Wagons • Bale Thrower Racks
• Flat Racks for big sq. bales
• Self-locking Feeder Wagons
• Fenceline Feeders
• Several Types of Bale Feeders

Smidley Equipment:
• Steer Stuffers • Hog Feeders • Hog Huts
• Calf Creep Feeders • Lamb & Sheep Feeders
• Cattle & Hog Waterers •  Hog & Sheep Scales

- We Rebuild Smidley Cattle & Hog Feeders - 

Sioux Equipment:
• Gates • Calving Pens • Haymax Bale Feeders
• Cattle & Feeder Panels • Head Gates
• Loading Chute • Hog Feeders
• Squeeze Chutes & Tubs • Calf Warmer

Notch Equipment:
• Rock Buckets * Grapple Forks • Manure Forks
• Bale Spears • Hi-Volume Buckets & Pallet Forks
• Bale Tranports & Feeder Wagons, 16’-34’
• Adult & Young Stock Feeders & Bale Feeders
• Land Levelers

For-Most Livestock Equipment:
• Squeeze Chutes - Head Gates
• Large & Small Animal Tip Chutes
• Open Bar Corrol Tub
• Roundt & Square Calving Pens
• Tubs & Alley Chutes •  Crowding Tubs

S-I Feeders:
• Mid Size and Full Size Bunks
• One Sided Juniors and Adult Bunks
• Arrow Front 4-Wheel Feeders, 12’-36’

Mar-Weld Sheep & Goat Equipment:
• Lambing Pens • Crowd tub
• Grain Feeders • Scale
• Round & Square Bale Feeders
• Sheep Head Locks
• Spin Trim Chute • Creep Feeders

DR Power Equipment
• “Farm Built” Hay Feeders w/roof
• Poly “Hay Huts” • Horse Feeders

• GT (Tox-O-Wik) Grain Dryers, 350-800 bu.
• 150 Bu. Steel Calf Creep w/wheels
• Bahlman Concrete Waterers
• Calftel Hutches & Animal Barns
• R&C Poly Bale Feeders
• Ameriag Poly Mineral Feeders
• Snowblowers - Special Prices
• Mit Donkeys
• Fainting Goats
• Scottish Highlander Cattle

~NEW EQUIPMENT/BIG INVENTORY~

~ USED EQUIPMENT~
• 27 1/2 ‘ #4800 Case IHC Cult. Ex-Shape
• 150 Bushel 2 wheel bunk feeder wagon
• Roto King Round Bale Processor SS
• #580-G-T (Tox-O-Wik) PTO Grain Dryer
• Smidley cattle & hog feeders

~ USED RENTAL EQUIPMENT~
• 6” Diesel Wacker towable water pump
• Rough terrain(outdoor) 27’ Skyjack scissors lift
• 25’ Hard Surface battery scissors lift

~ WANTED TO BUY~
• Used Smidley cattle feeders & hog feeders
• Misc cattle equip Will Sell on Consignment

Lot - Hwy 7 E
Office Location - 305 Adams St. NE

Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-2162, Ask for Larry
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Office: (320) 864-5729 Cell: (612) 310-5729
www.FlatworksConcrete.com

Insured

Our schedule 
is filling fast!

James Rosckes,  Glencoe

• Commercial  
• Residential  
• Agricultural

Have a Spring project
planned please call 

for a quote...

1400 W. 13th Street, Glencoe, MN 55336 
www.miller-mfg.comCall Today! 651-982-5100

Miller Manufacturing is proud to be a
growing company in McLeod County.
In fact, we recently added over 96,000
square feet to our Glencoe warehouse. 

Want to become a member of our team? 
Now hiring Full and P/T Professional and Production Careers. 
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Serving the Agriculture
and Farm Community!

Open Positions Available

WASHINGTON – Agricultural pro-
ducers wanting to enhance current con-
servation efforts are encouraged to apply
for the Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP).

Through CSP, USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS)
helps private landowners build their busi-
ness while implementing conservation
practices that help ensure the sustainabil-
ity of their entire operation. NRCS plans
to enroll up to 10 million acres in CSP in
2018.

While applications for CSP are accept-
ed year round, applications must be re-
ceived by March 2, 2018 to be consid-
ered for this funding period.

Through CSP, agricultural producers
and forest landowners earn payments for
actively managing, maintaining, and ex-
panding conservation activities like
cover crops, ecologically-based pest
management, buffer strips, and pollinator
and beneficial insect habitat – all while
maintaining active agriculture production
on their land. CSP also encourages the
adoption of cutting-edge technologies
and new management techniques such as
precision agriculture applications, on-site

carbon storage and planting for high car-
bon sequestration rate, and new soil
amendments to improve water quality.

Some of these benefits of CSP include:
• Improved cattle gains per acre;
• Increased crop yields;
• Decreased inputs;
• Wildlife population improvements;

and
• Better resilience to weather extremes.
NRCS recently made several updates

to the program to help producers better
evaluate their conservation options and
the benefits to their operations and natu-
ral resources. New methods and software
for evaluating applications help produc-
ers see up front why they are or are not
meeting stewardship thresholds, and
allow them to pick practices and en-
hancements that work for their conserva-
tion objectives. These tools also enable
producers to see potential payment sce-
narios for conservation early in the
process.

Producers interested in CSP are rec-
ommended to contact their local USDA
service center or visit
w w w . n r c s . u s d a . g o v /
GetStarted. 

Ag producers encourage to apply for CSP
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Terry Jones
(320) 864-5581

Ron Molstad
(320) 864-1603

Ben Beckman
(320) 864-1602

Contact Terry, Ron or Ben today!
Free Estimates

Owner: Ross Horstmann • Silver Lake
320-327-2104 • Cell: 320-296-6061

• Footings • Steps • Driveways • Floors
• Patios • Foundations • Repair • Tear Out
• Sidewalks • Basements • Exposed Aggregate
• Stamped & Colored Concrete

Full Service Big Gain 
Feed Dealer

Grain Bank Corn & Oats
Grain Drying, Buying & Storing

• Custom Application & Spraying 
• Liquid Fertilizer

Ag Specialists
320-238-2188

Plato

At NorthStar Genetics, we take pride in our vast network of seed 
growers, we have tested our varieties in your area and we know we 
have the right soybean variety and corn hybrid for your farm. Visit 

our website to see our trial data map and to find 
a dealer near you.

WHERE SEED SUCEEDS
www.northstargenetics.com

Wishing everyone a safe and successful planting season!
Lindeman Seed

320-510-0189

SOYBEAN ADVOCATES
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Turn to page 12
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JEREMY FRANK   NMLS #417544
BIL SCHMITZ   NMLS #1159153
DAN EDWARDS   NMLS #1101813

Working Capital | Lines of Credit | Machinery & Equipment | Real Estate

Call  

Visit Online  htbmn.com  |     

Experience  
a Different Way to Bank

WHATEVER YOUR FARM OR BUSINESS LENDING NEEDS

HomeTown Bank is Here to Help

1115 W. Lincoln Avenue, Olivia, MN 56277
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The Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) is accepting applications for
Specialty Crop Grants to help improve
the competitiveness of Minnesota’s spe-
cialty crops through research, education
and market development. Applications
are due by 4 p.m. CDT on March 15,
2018.

The United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) defines specialty crops
as fruits and vegetables, dried fruits, tree
nuts, horticulture and nursery crops, in-
cluding floriculture. Eligible projects
may include maple syrup, turf grass and
even processed products. The USDA
provides funding for these grants
through the Farm Bill.

Non-profit organizations, producer or-
ganizations, government agencies, uni-
versities and other agricultural groups in-
volved in specialty crop research and
market development are encouraged to
apply.

Applications will be reviewed, scored,
selected and notified in April 2018. The
earliest anticipated project start date is

Nov. 1, 2018. Projects may take up to 21⁄2
years to complete and funding can range
from $10,000 to $100,000.

For more information, including the
online application, funding priorities and
a list of previously funded proposals,
visit www.mda.state.mn.us/grants/grants/
specialty.

Grant funding available for specialty crops
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Champion Market Lamb
Sibley County 4H - 2017

Champion Wether Dam,
Supreme Champion EWE 

Sibley County 4H, 
11th place FFA Show MN State Fair

Shown by
Jordan Mueller

Wherever your pa� leads,
WE’LL GROW WITH YOU.
We’re Compeer Financial.™

Three Farm Credit organizations have united to strengthen our 

commitment to the agricultural community. We have combined our 

resources, knowledge and expertise to champion the hopes and 

dreams of rural America like never before. Let’s get started with yours.

#CHAMPIONRURAL

Gavin, Donley & Ostlund Ltd.
Glencoe’s Local Attorneys

• Accidents & Death Cases • Divorce
• Real Estate • Estate Planning
• Custody • Support • Probate • Trials
• Bankruptcy
• Juvenile • DWI
• Corporate 

& Business
• Personal Injury
• Litigation
• Workers Comp
• Criminal Matters

www.goslawfirm.com

320-864-5142
1017 Hennepin Ave. N

Glencoe, MN 55336

Lawyers:
Michael M. Gavin
Amber R. Donley
Mark W. Ostlund
Caleb C. Rannow

Kenneth G. Janssen

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1959
Downtown Hutchinson

320-587-8356

COUPON

15% OFF
Storewide On Any 

Footwear Purchase
ON ANY REG. PRICE FOOTWEAR

Not valid with other offers.
Expires 4/14/18

• Redwing
• Dansko
• Keen
• SAS

• New Balance
• Clark
• Hush 

Puppies

• Rockport
• Powerstep

Orthotics
• Florsheim

JERRY 
SCHARPE, LTD

712 E. 13th St., Glencoe
Income Tax Preparation

Business, Farm, Personal, 
Estate & G ift Returns

Monthly Accounting, Payroll
& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP
Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

The Mcleod
County Chronicle

&
Renville County

Register
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Complete Site Design 
& Set Up

New Construction
& Repair

Excavation

Buffalo Lake, Minnesota

(320) 833-2228
www.ksmillwrights.com

CRANE SERVICE

– 24 HR REPAIR SERVICE –

85216

When You’re Looking
  at the Road Ahead…

Turn to K&S Millwrights for all your Millwright Products & Services

Crane & Boom Truck 
Service with

certifi ed operators

24 Hour Repair

Grain Bin Erection
& Repair

Grain Leg

Air Transfer System
Installation & Repairs

Grain Dryer
Installation & Repairs

Preventive
Maintenance Programs

Gear Box Rebuilding

Portable Welding
Installation & Repairs

Steel Building
Construction

Local Hardward Store

Fuel Containment
System

Steel-Retail Supply

Unload Systems
Installation & Parts

Special Equipment
& Parts Fabrication

Parts Supplier

Dump Pits

30,000 sq ft
of Inventory
on the Floor

Parts Inventory
for you
Do-It-Yourselfers20+ Years Strong – SINCE 1994 &

Products Available
Material Handling Equipment

Grain Storage Equipment

Used Equipment

Grain Handling Equipment

Grain Support Structure

Services Available
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2735 12TH ST., GLENCOE

On-Site Repairs Available

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE 
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

LG ~ MPS
Mycogen ~ Stine

Corn ~ Soybeans ~ Oats ~ Wheat ~ Barley 

Alfalfa ~ Forage/Pasture Mixes ~ Lawn Seed

Thalmann Seeds Inc.
Plato, MN  •  (320) 238-2185

Grow With Us!

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE 
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

910 E.  10th St. 
Glencoe • 320-864-5525
www.napastargroup.com

HOURS: M-F 7:30 am-8 pm; Sat. 7:30 am-5 pm; Sun. 9 am-3 pm

NAPA Auto & Truck Parts of Glencoe
910 10th Street, E., Glencoe • 320-864-5525

NAPA Auto & Truck Parts of Gaylord
Jefferson Ave., E., Gaylord • 507-237-2465

Winthrop Auto Supply
Hwy. 19 E. Winthrop • 507-647-2550

www.napastargroup.com

NAPA’s Farm & Truck
Heavy Duty Filter Sale

March 1-15, 2018

Bring in your order early and we will have it
READY FOR PICK-UP IN MARCH.

320-485-2844
800-710-4726
www.rambuildings.com

Specializing in Post Frame and Steel Frame Buildings
Agricultural • Equestrian • Storage • Commercial • Residential • Hangars

“RAM DAYS!” Annual Sales Event

Call Now for RAM Days Pricing!

Like on
facebook Special

Pricing
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Now is the Time to Get Crop Protection Plans in Place
Crop insurance through MidCountry Ag Services can help when your crop fails to thrive. 
Our ADM Crop Insurance Partner presents multiple options for multi peril and hail 

livelihood and gain peace of mind as the growing season approaches.

www.MidCountryBank.com/Ag

Ready for the Growing Season?

MIDCOUNTRY AG SERVICES INCLUDE:

• Lending (RFA- and FSA-approved lenders) 
   • Operating • Machinery • Real Estate

•  Insurance 
   • Crop • Property & Casualty

•  Risk management

MIDCOUNTRY AG SERVICES CONTACTS: 

Payton Maiers & Darla Samuelson 
320-234-5490 

Chris Hunter  
Insurance Manager
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OLIVIA MACHINE SHOP, INC
South on Hwy 71 Olivia, MN

Ph: (320) 523-1681

* Service Since 1956 *

• We provide you with all your farm 
& home insurance needs

• Serving 13 counties for 
more than 120 years

• 20 agencies in a 50 mile radius

Call for an
agency 

near you!

Eldon Fluck  (Manager) • Norma Monson (Office Assistant)

Turn to page 18
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• Well Drilling • Well Sealing
• Pump Repair • Water Lines

• Constant Pressure Systems

Farm and Residential

Automotive,
Agricultural,

Industrial

17
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By Shiloh Perry

With 2018 upon us, there are many pub-
lic policy priorities Americans want to see
accomplished in the new year. The devel-
opment and passage of a 2018 farm bill is
at the top of the list for agriculture. As the
major piece of agricultural legislation, the
farm bill is vital to everyone involved in
the industry. It provides a safety net for
agricultural businesses, encourages inno-
vation in production practices and pro-
motes prosperity in rural communities.

But America’s farmers and ranchers are
not the only ones that benefit from the
farm bill. Covering everything from com-
modities and trade to energy and exten-
sion, agriculture’s biggest legislation ben-
efits all consumers in three major ways.

1.   The farm bill keeps our food sup-
ply secure.

Consumers care about where and how
their food is made. Thanks to U.S. agri-
culture, Americans can choose from a va-
riety of safe and nutritious food products,
based on their preferences and needs. The
farm bill helps guarantee continued access
to the array of affordable food we all are
accustomed to and enjoy. Through provi-
sions that promote trade, market competi-
tion and quality assurance, the farm bill
not only ensures an abundant food supply,
but one that is safe and affordable too.

2. The farm bill provides nutrition as-
sistance for those who need it.

All Americans should enjoy access to
affordable, healthy food, but that access
can be strained for families living from
paycheck to paycheck. The farm bill helps
bridge that gap with nutrition assistance
programs that help provide assistance for
low-income families and healthy foods to
low-income children and seniors. The
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram is a way for Americans to stretch
their food budget and buy ingredients for
healthy and hearty meals. No one knows
better than the American farmer and
rancher that a good day starts with a good
meal, and with the farm bill’s nutrition
programs, agriculture helps ensure that
those in need  have access to healthy
meals throughout the day.

3.  The farm bill helps us conserve
our natural resources and improve the
environment.

Conservation is a shared priority for
consumers and farmers and ranchers alike.
We all want to leave our land better than
we found it for future generations. That’s
why agriculture uses cutting-edge innova-
tion and technology to reduce our envi-
ronmental impact and protect our natural
resources. Protecting our nation’s farms
and ranches goes hand-in-hand with pro-
tecting greenspace across the land. The

farm bill also includes conservation pro-
grams that provide support for protecting
wetlands, enhancing wildlife and reducing
soil erosion. Approximately $5 billion is
allotted each year to support USDA con-
servation efforts built upon a long-stand-
ing partnership with America’s farmers
and ranchers.

The 2018 farm bill will shape our na-
tion’s food supply for the next five years.
With its draft expected by spring, now is
the time to learn more.

AFBF Farm Bill Resources

3 Ways Consumers Benefit from the Farm Bill

IMAGINE WHAT ELSE  
YOU MIGHT DO.

BUILDING DREAMS.
POWERED LOCALLY.
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You work hard for your family and for your farm. But, even the best-laid plans can grind to a
halt with unexpected equipment failure. Y
in Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster
you lower maintenance costs, reduce downtime and increase fuel economy
valuable your time is. Let us help you make the most of it. Learn more about our top-of-the-line
premium diesel and our Cenex T
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halt with unexpected equipment failure. You know you can rely on the proven additive package

 Ruby Fieldmaster® premium diesel fuel to improve your bottom line by helping
you lower maintenance costs, reduce downtime and increase fuel economy
valuable your time is. Let us help you make the most of it. Learn more about our top-of-the-line

Tod our Cenex Total Protection P
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otal Protection Plan® with coverage up to 10 years or 10,000
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hours at cenex.com/rubyfieldmaster
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© 2017 CHS Inc.

IMAGINE WHAT ELSE  
YOU MIGHT DO.

BUILDING DREAMS.
POWERED LOCALLY.

Glencoe Co-op Assn.
Mueller Sales & Service

330 E. 10th St., Glencoe • 320-864-5561
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Serving You for 149 Years!

Young America Mutual Insurance Co.
615 West 13th St., Glencoe, MN 55336-1000
320-864-3069 - Connie Jaskowiak, Manager

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Property Insurance for
Farm • Business • Home

John Decker Agency

1006 Greeley Ave N

Glencoe, MN 55336

(320) 864-5548

Glencoe, MN 55336

INSURE CAREFULLY, 
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

KEN’S
EXCAVATING

SITE PREP & 
BASEMENTS

MATERIAL
HAUL

From a small shop to a 

budget!
to your exact needs and 
post-frame building 
can custom build your 
large machine shed, we 

Built on your level site.  MN Lic #BC048615Built on your level site.  MN Lic #BC048615

Don’t Know Where

Your Property Lines Are?

Buying or Selling Real Estate?

THEN YOU NEED THE HELP
 OF A LAND SURVEYOR

SIBLEY SURVEYORS, INC.
Registered Land Surveyors

Avery Grochow - Gaylord, MN

(507) 237-5212

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

SAVE INSTANTLY WHEN YOU 
BUY T WO OR MORE 

FIRESTONE AG TIRES

Offer February 1, 2018, through April 30, 2018. Save 
on your favorite Firestone Ag tires — available only 

at our Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealers.

$25 off Destination Farm™ and 
Destination Turf™ radial tires**

$100 off on all eligible radial and bias 
tires**

$200 off on select AD2™* 
radial tires** 
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Sam’s Tire Service
719 Chandler • Glencoe

(320) 864-3615
Visit our website at www.samstire.net

Advertise in one of our 
Special Sections:

– Tools of the Trade

– Professional Directory

– Wedding Directory

– Sig Pages

– Special Pages

McLeod County 
Chronicle /

Glencoe Advertiser
716 E. 10th St. • PO Box 188

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-5518

glencoenews.com
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BUILT STRONGER.
LOOKS BETTER. LASTS LONGER.

When you build with Morton, you build something
that lasts. A Morton stands the test of time—
we’ve been at this for more than 110 years after all. 
What got us here is simple: our materials, our 
people and a warranty that beats all others.

©2017 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 043
mortonbuildings.com

#4337

RESIDENTIAL | FARM | EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | COMMUNITY | REPAIRS

507-644-3527 • Redwood Falls, MN
763-295-3939 • Monticello, MN
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Stay Connected While in the Field and Increase your
Range with The New Digital Technology

426 1st Ave. SE, Hutchinson
320-587-9656

HUTCH@TWOWAYMN.COM

35473 US Hwy. 212, Olivia
320-523-5682

JACK@TWOWAYMN.COM

WWW.TWOWAYMN.COM

AUTHORIZED DEALER

®

2-WAY RADIO 
SALES & SERVICE See us today at any of our 12 locations to serve you

SECURITY BANK 
& TRUST CO.
www.Security-Banks.com
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1201779

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, Sta

State Farm Florida Insu
State Far

mpany, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomingt
ate Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington
urance Company, Winter Haven, FL
rm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

on, IL
n, IL

Anderson Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Larry Anderson, Agent

806 10th St E
Glencoe, MN  55336
Bus: 320-864-5515: 320-864-5515Bus

N  55336, MoeGlenc
t Eh S806 10t

entg, Asony AnderrarL
s Inccvin Sson Ins and FAnder

Come see us
for all your
Insurance 
and Financial
needs.

Valuable Coupon • Glencoe Fleet Supply

$5OFF 
Any purchase of $20.
Expiration: 3/25/2018.

*Coupon excludes hunting & fishing licenses, twine, and sale items.
Cannot be combined with any other coupons/offers. See store for any additional exclusions.

GLENCOE
Hwy 212, 3105 10th St. E.
320-864-4304
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-

6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Since 1905

Your Complete Farm & Home Store
• Paint & Supplies
• Farm Supplies
• Carhartt
• Power Tools
• Sporting Goods
• Automotive
• Farm Gates & 

Feeders
• Pet Supplies
• Animal Feed
• Electrical Supplies
• Plumbing Supplies
• Toys
• Housewares
• Clothing & Boots
• Propane
• Fishing licenses

www.fleetsupplymn.com

• Drain Augers
• Skid Steer
• Genie Lifts
• Concrete Saws
• Demo Hammers
AND MUCH MORE!

Call To Rent 

By Lori Copler
Editor

Jacob McLain has joined the McLeod
County staff as an environmental techni-
cian specializing in feedlots and sub-sur-
face treatment systems (SSTS).

The county had been looking for some-
one to fill the position after the retirement
of longtime county environmentalist
Roger Berggren and the resignation of the
assistant, who moved on to another posi-
tion.

McLain is a native of Hutchinson who
now lives in Glencoe with his wife. He at-
tended Minnesota State University –
Mankato for two years, then went on to
Bemidji, earning a degree in environmen-
tal science with an emphasis in toxology,
which studies how toxins move through
various environmental systems.

McLain had been employed at county’s
household hazardous waste facility, but
said that the environmental technician job
was more suited to his skills.

“It’s more in keeping with my degree
and education,” said McLain.

McLain is currently working toward be-
coming certified for inspecting septic sys-
tems and is attending a series of classes.
He also is working to get education on
regulations pertaining to both septic sys-
tems and feedlots.

“I’m still pretty much trying to get
caught up to speed,” said McLain.

Once he achieves his certification, he’ll
be able to help county residents with their
septic systems and farmers with their
feedlots. He’ll be helping inspect and
monitor the installation of septic systems,
and manage the loan system for imple-
mentation.

So far, he has enjoyed the position,
McLain said.

“I really enjoy it here,” said McLain.
“It’s good to have the SWCD (Soil and
Water Conservation District) group here.
Everyone is really friendly and happy to
help out.”

McLain’s contact information is 320-
864-1226, or jacob.mclain@co.mcleod.
mn.us.

McLain ready to help with feedlots, septic

Photo by Lori Copler

Jacob McLain has joined the McLeod County planning, zoning and envi-
ronmental staff as a specialist in feedlots and septic systems.

Need to Get Your Message Out?

WE CAN HELP! GET IDEAS AT

www.McPubDesigns.com
Or call us TODAY at 320-864-5518 
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HERE TO 
HELP YOU 

GROW

AgCountry Farm Credit Services provides operating 
loans, rural home loans, real estate financing and 
equipment loans and leases as well as services for 
tax planning and preparation, farm accounting, 
appraisal, crop insurance and succession and 
retirement planning.

Olivia, MN 
320-523-1216 
or 800-450-1216

      

HERE TO 
HELP YOU 

GROW

   

GROW

  Robb Zenk

320-523-1637

NEW NNAME, SSAME LLOCATION!
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8 A special supplement to The Renville County Shopper & The Glencoe Advertiser

Focus On Ag:
New Tax Law. p.41

Simply Shrimp 
Walking a Tight Rope p.17

www.GlencoeNews.com,
click on Special Sections

Go Online
to view this

section!

Local Buffer Ordinance p.3

Subsurface Irrigation p.11
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Brought to you by McLeod County and Nicollet/Sibley County Corn & Soybean Growers and their checkoffs.
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For all your Land Surveying/Subdivision needs
•Boundary/Land Surveys

•Building/Farm Site Surveys
•Farm Drainage, Tile Plans & Profiles

•Topographic and As-built Surveys
Prompt/Professional Service 

with Great Rates!
Attention to Detail and 

Personal Needs
www.egrud.com

Hutchinson: 320-587-2025
Waconia: 952-442-5348

Mention this ad and recieve a 5% discount
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Do you have a financial PLAN?*
We’re more than just tax preparers.

WE GIVE ADVICE!

Let the local professionals – Kevin, Tim, Chip, 
Mona and Steph – help you with your life’s issues.

Anyone can manage your money* 
– We help manage AND plan your financial life.

Service Areas Include: Accounting • Tax • Investments* 
Insurance • Retirement • Rollovers* • Estate Planning

and Much More

214 West Elm St.
Norwood

(952) 467-2407

105 West Main St.
Arlington

(507) 964-5868

1721 10th St. East
Glencoe

(320) 864-6166

*Securities offered through HD Vest Investment ServicesSM, Member: SIPC, Advisory services are offered through
H.D. Vest Advisory ServicesSM.

Kevin Lindstrand CPA Tim Schuth CPA Mona Platt CPA
Chip Anderson CFP® Steph Schlauderaff CPA

By Lori Copler
Editor

Mike Pearson, a commentator on
ag issues from Iowa, has hope
that the agricultural economy

can return to the stability and growth that
it saw in the 1950s.

Pearson, who hosts a podcast for Ag
News Daily and is the former host of Iowa
Public Television’s Market to Market
weekly television show, was the guest
speaker Saturday night for the McLeod
County Corn & Soybean Growers annual
meeting and banquet.

Pearson’s message of a widening mar-
ket for crops was welcome new for farm-
ers and crop producers, who saw their net
farm income drop by 50 percent in recent
years, the worst drop since the Great De-
pression.

“We’ve already seen that commodity
prices have stopped dropping,” said Pear-
son, who noted that prices the past couple
of years have been the lowest in decades. 

Looking back in history, Pearson noted
that the farm economy has a “downward
bounce” about every 30 years. An excep-
tion to that was the 1950s, when mecha-
nization after World War II changed farm-
ing dramatically. Pearson noted that more
tractors were sold between 1950 and 1955
than from 1956 through 2016.

Some trends that bode well for the fu-
ture include the fact that people eat out
more — and not just fast food (which has
“exploded” according to Pearson), but
meals at nice restaurants. In fact, people
spend more at restaurants than at grocery
stores. Pearson noted that when meat

prices, especially beef, spiked to all-time
highs in 2014, people still went out to eat
steak — and paid the high prices for it.

“We were just starting to recover from
the Great Recession,” said Pearson. “Peo-
ple couldn’t go on vacation or buy big-
ticket items, but they could splurge on a
steak.”

And the fact is, Pearson added, is that
people are still willing to pay high prices
for meat.

“Beef has become a premium product,”
he said.

And the economy is recovering from
the Great Recession of the late 2000s not
just in the U.S., but globally, as was indi-
cated at the recent economic summit in
Switzerland.

“There has been a synchronized recov-
ery,” said Pearson. The value of the dollar
has dropped overseas while the value of
foreign currency has come up, which
means foreign countries more readily can
buy U.S. products.

And farmers in foreign countries are
starting to get into the meat market, in-
cluding beef, poultry and pork, which cre-
ates more of a demand for feed.

“Feed grains are going to go back to
being feed grains,” said Pearson, although
he noted that the ag industry had done a
good job of introducing new end-uses for
crops, such as bio-diesel fuel, ethanol and
other products.

“The real expansion is in the developing
world,” said Pearson. “We’re looking at
adding livestock production at a pace
we’ve never seen before.”

The real explosion for U.S. ag products

will be in Southeast Asia. Meat consump-
tion there is expected to grow 42 percent
in the next 10 years, “and they’re going to
need our ethanol to help clean up their
air,” said Pearson.

But Pearson said the future of agricul-
ture will not be without challenges. In par-
ticular, the availability and quality of
water is going to be an issue.

The best thing the ag community can
do, Pearson said, is to promote the efforts
it is making to conserve water and
perserve its quality.

“Tell your story, what you’re doing on
the farm,” said Pearson. “We’ve got to
control the narrative on this, because the
reality is that most people just don’t un-
derstand agriculture.”

Hope that ag can return to stability, growth

Photo by Lori Copler

Mike Pearson, an ag commentator from Iowa, pointed to some global
trends that are a harbinger for a rebounding farm economy. He spoke at
the McLeod County Corn & Soybean Growers annual banquet at the end of
January.



AG SCENE - 28 - FEBRUARY 24 & 25, 2018

 

 

 

www.HenslinRealEstate.com

$24,900

$199,900

$79,900

$799,000

www.HenslinRealEstate.com

                                     2018

$349,900

-

$650,000

$87,000

 

$199,900

Sale 

$179,000

NEW 

$349,900
NEW 

NEW 
$129,500

Sale 

Sale 

$54,000

NEW 

$159,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

e t eeestst  WWW

 

 

 

                                     

 

22

 

 

 

                                     

 

20182018

 

 

 

                                     

 

88 NEWNEW

 

 

 

                                     

 

$129,500$129,500

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 Real Estate Experience
Over 30 

320 2320 2

 

 

 

                                     

 

 Real Estate Experience
ears ofYYeOver 30 

262 4893262 4893

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$650,000$650,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

00

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

.HenslinRealEstate.com
320-2
www
320-2

 

 

 

                                     

 

.HenslinRealEstate.com
262-4893262-44893

$349,900$349,900

 

 

 

                                     

 

00

 

 

 

                                     

 

$24,900$24,900

 

 

 

                                     

 

SaleSale

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$179,000$179,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

NEWNEW

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$199,900$199,900

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$799 000$799 000

 

 

 

                                     

 

00

 

 

 

                                     

 

$87,000$87,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

SaleSale

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$79,900$79,900

$799,000$799,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

00

SaleSale

 

 

 

                                     

 

$ ,$ ,

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

$ 4,5 000$54,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

Laura Posl, 
 

 

 

                                     

 

SaleSale

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

NEWNEW

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

320-894-5959
Agent/Auctioneer
LaDon Henslin, 

320-979-1808
oker/AuctioneerBr
Allen Henslin, 

320-262-4893
Estate AgentReal  

 

 

                                     

 

NEWNEW
 

 

 

                                     

 

$349,900$349,900

 

 

 

                                     

 

$159,000$159,000

 

 

 

                                     

 

$199,900$199,900

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

www.Hens.Henswww

 

 

 

                                     

 

linRealEstatte.com.comteealEstalinR

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

                                     

 



AG SCENE - 29 - FEBRUARY 24 & 25, 2018

By Rich Glennie
Correspondent

Grant Wood’s painting “American
Gothic” or Norman Rockwell’s images of
the family farm as a neat, self-sufficient,
80-acre piece of land with a farmstead, a
few chickens, a cow or two and some
pigs, have become cherished memories in
America.

Replacing many of the small idyllic
family farms of the past are the larger
farms that require constant attention to
endless details. Details ranging from the
constant fluctuations of crop prices, the
constant need to pay heed to the rise and
fall of land rent, the changes in input costs
for fertilizer and other chemicals, and the
demand to make all those budget details
work, especially in hard times.

The farmer today needs to be as com-
puter savvy as he is capable of running the
bigger, more sophisticated farm equip-
ment. He has to be business savvy more
than ever in order to determine precisely
whether he is profitable, why he is suc-
cessful or whether he needs to make
changes.

It is said that a successful farmer today
needs to be good at keeping financial
records, needs to be good at marketing, or
know someone who is, and needs a good
banker.

What remains constant in farming are
the challenges of the unpredictability of
the weather, crop yields and the prices for
those commodities.

So why does anyone want to farm with
so many variables each year?

It’s a way of life, as well as a business.
When times are good, they are very good.
When times are rough, well, they may
need some help.

For ag lenders like Dave Resch of Glen-
coe the challenges of modern farming can
be weathered, not with guesses, but with
precise financial details and a strong
strategic plan.

Resch, with his extensive agricultural
background, works as a ag lender with Se-
curity Bank & Trust. He is located in the
Brownton branch office of the bank.

When hired, Resch said Security Bank
& Trust President Gale Hoese told him his
father and grandfather built the bank
based on the agricultural community, “and
we’re not going to change.”

“Ag is a big part of the bank’s portfo-
lio,” Resch added.

But ag lenders say farmers are going
through the latest “challenges” of low
commodity prices and “expenses that have
not decreased as fast as prices,” Resch
said. “It’s starting to become a challenge
to (area) farmers.”

Corn prices were over $7 a bushel at
one point in recent years, and as of late
January, had dipped to $3 a bushel or less.
The current price decline has taken place
over the last three years, he added.

The commodity prices have declined
faster than the cost for seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, rent and machinery. “Farmers
need to make their budgets work” by
looking at things differently in order to

find more efficient ways of doing things,
which can mean meeting with ag lenders
like Resch to find better farming strate-
gies.

“Land rent is a big factor,” Resch said,
currently at about $200 an acre, according
to recent state agricultural statistics. He
said crop land income amounts to about
one-third going to the land owner and
two-thirds to the producer.

For example, in the last couple of years,
Resch said corn yields have averaged
about 200 bushels an acre. Multiply corn
prices at $3 a bushel by the 200 bushels an
acre and that equals about $600 per acre.

Now take rent ($200 an acre), seeds
(about $100 to $120 per acre), fertilizer
($150-$175 per acre), chemicals ($40 an
acre) and machinery repairs and fuel costs
($100 an acre). Add that all together and,
“it doesn’t work out too well,” Resch said.

That means the price of the commodity
needs to increase on the revenue side, or
the cost to produce needs to be reduced,
or both.

The dilemma with renting farm land,
Resch said, is the land rent is important to
both parties. A lower cost to the renter im-
proves his profitability. But conversely,
the land owner needs the rent to be higher
“because it’s his income and his real es-
tate taxes have not come down.”

While older, more established farmers
can better weather these tough economic
times on the farm, younger farmers have a
tougher time with higher debt on machin-
ery, inputs and land rental costs. As an ex-
ample, Resch said if the average farm
needs $50,000 a year to make a living,
and the profit per acre is at $50, he would
need 1,000 acres to reach his goal.

Resch said 2016 was one in which
sugar beets were poor, dairy continued to
struggle, cattle and hogs also struggled,
while crop yields were good, but com-
modity prices were low.

“There are swings in the markets daily,
hourly, every five minutes,” Resch said,
and added that farmers need to have a
marketing plan that addresses those rapid
swings. “That volatility needs more strate-
gic planning.”

Farmers can control the input costs for
their crops, but cannot control the weath-
er, or the yield or the price. “They hope to
plant by May, hope they get adequate rain
and hope to harvest by Nov. 1.” But he
noted there were still crops in the field in
late November last year.

“Cash flows are extremely important,”
Resch said. He added there is a lot of as-
sistance out there on inputs. Cooperation
and communication are important to get
out of these difficult times. “Feed, finance
guys and producers all need to work to-
gether.”

Some farmers are optimistic while oth-
ers are pessimistic, Resch said, “but by
the end of the day, someone will farm
every acre available.”

Resch said he sees these challenging
times as an opportunity for good farmers,
“but they have to put together a plan that
will make them money.” He added that

there are opportunities for farmers to “be
more efficient in production.”

Sharing equipment goes back genera-
tions with the old threshing machines that
went from farm to farm or rotated from
field to field to help farmers. That cooper-
ation among neighbors may be required
again.

He said smaller farmers could look at
sharing equipment and establishing rela-
tionships with rural neighbors to cut costs.
Or in handling grain, like utilizing each
farmer’s grain dryers during harvest be-
cause not all farmers plant or harvest at
the same time. Together, cooperating
farmers can utilize each others grain dry-
ers to cut down on drying time and costs.

Another option is to lease equipment
rather than purchase. Every farm is unique
with unique needs, “and no farm is the
same.”

“Farmers are very resilient folks,”
Resch said. He said many also sell seed
corn, do custom farm work or drive trucks
and haul for places like Seneca Foods to
earn additional off-farm revenue.

Also, farmers often plant alternative
crops for businesses like Seneca. Planting
sweet corn or peas “helps spread out the
risk a bit,” Resch said. A few area farmers
also plant kidney beans, while others are
into organic farming.

And cooperatives like Heartland Corn
Processors offer farmers an outlet for corn
through  the production of ethanol. Resch
said that value-added ethanol can enhance
a farmer’s price per bushel of corn by 50
cents to a dollar over the base price.

Resch also stressed the importance of
having crop insurance. “That’s very im-
portant to producers.”

Most farmers are really in tune with the
business side of their operation, and
Resch said he has seen a larger number of
farmers becoming more involved at the
local, state and national levels by attend-

ing ag meetings “to learn more about their
businesses. Farmers are always learning.”

But another major fly in the ointment
for many farmers is the skyrocketing costs
of individual health insurance. Many have
been left out of the state’s individual
health insurance market due to skyrocket-
ing premiums and lack of availability.

Resch said some farmers are paying
thousands of dollars a month in premiums
for polices with $10,000 deductibles. That
has forced many spouses of farmers, or
farmers themselves, to seek employment
off the farm in order to get health insur-
ance elsewhere.

There is a movement to help farmers
lower the cost of health care premiums
through farm cooperatives. One program
is called 40 Square Cooperative Solutions
and is an alternative to the Minnesota in-
dividual health insurance market, in which
many farmers have experienced rapid pre-
mium hikes since the recent changes to
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). An-
other program is through Land O’ Lakes.
These individual policies were offered be-
ginning in January.

There also is uncertainty on the federal
level as a new Farm Bill is being ham-
mered out in Congress. Resch said it is
important the new Farm Bill maintain the
current crop insurance levels; it needs to
keep strong trade agreements; and there is
need for more conservation discussions.

Resch pointed to the state’s buffer legis-
lation as an example that showed glaring-
ly the need to “avoid the one-size-fits-all
approach” to government regulations and
rules.

Farmers often get accused of abusing
the environment with their farming prac-
tices. Resch refuted those claims. “Farm-
ers are caretakers of their land, because
they have to be. It’s their livelihood. They
don’t spray for weeds if they are not there;
they don’t deteriorate their land, because
that would hurt their yields. They are con-
cerned about stewardship of the land, but
they also have to make money.”

Asked if the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is good or
bad, Resch said he is not sure. “But we
need a fair playing field. We have to work
with Canada and Mexico because they are
big trade partners.”

According to recent statistics coming
from the Minnesota Farm Bureau, 48 per-
cent of Minnesota’s agricultural exports
were sent to Canada and Mexico and $43
billion in U.S. food and agricultural goods
were exported to those two countries in
2016.

At issue is how to balance the NAFTA
positives with the negatives that critics say
hurt U.S. manufacturers. A series of trade
talks among the three NAFTA members
continues as NAFTA supporters continue
to urge “do no harm.”

Economic savvy crucial during these times

Dave Resch
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Crock Pot Smothered
Pork Chops

Ingredients
4 bone-in pork chops (or

boneless)
1 envelope onion soup mix

(1 oz. packet)
1 (14 oz.) can chicken broth
1 (10.5 oz.) can cream of

chicken condensed soup
1 envelope dry pork gravy

mix (1 oz. packet)
1 tsp. garlic powder

Preparation
In a 5-6 quart slow cooker (preferably oval shaped), combine onion soup mix,

chicken broth, cream of chicken soup and pork gravy mix. Whisk together until
combined. Don’t worry about any lumps, they will go away during cooking.

Season both sides of the chops with a little bit of garlic powder. Place pork
chops into the slow cooker. Do your best to spread them out and cover with the
gravy mixture.

Cover and cook on low about 6-8 hours. Remove from crock pot with large
spatula or slotted spoon (they are so tender they fall apart). These can be served
with the gravy in which they cook. 

For a thicker gravy: In a medium pot over medium heat, melt 2 Tbsp. of but-
ter, whisk in 3 heaping Tbsp. of all-purpose flour until a thick paste forms and is
smooth. Pour in 2 cups of the gravy from the crock pot and whisk constantly for
1 minute. Mixture will begin to thicken very quickly. Once it has thickened, re-
move from heat and combine with remaining gravy from the crock pot, stir well.

Smoky Chipotle Pot
Roast with Cornbread

Ingredients
1 beef Shoulder Roast, Arm

Chuck Roast Boneless or Blade
Chuck Roast Boneless (2-1/2 to
4 pounds)

1-1/2 teaspoons chipotle chili
powder

1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 can (14-1/2 ounces) diced

tomatoes with green chiles,
undrained

Prepared cornbread or corn
muffins
Preparation

Press chili powder evenly onto all surfaces of beef roast. Heat oil in stockpot
over medium heat until hot. Place pot roast in stockpot; brown evenly. Pour off
drippings.

Add tomatoes; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover tightly and simmer 2 to 3
hours or until roast is fork-tender.

Remove roast; keep warm. Skim fat from cooking liquid. Return liquid to
stockpot; bring to a boil. Cook 8 to 10 minutes or until sauce is reduced to 2
cups.

Carve roast into thin slices; top with sauce. Serve with cornbread.
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Disclosure

Agent Photo
Agent Info Agent Info

Agent Photo

Our companies were founded more than 75 years ago to serve the needs of farmers. 
Today we’re the No. 1 farm insurer in our territory, delivering smarter insurance for 
agriculture.

Call us today to see how we can help protect your operation, family and future.

Coverage & Service
You Can Count On

Auto   I   Home   I   Life   I   Annuities   I   Farm & Ranch   I   Commercial Ag   I   Crop   I   Business

Logo

Scott Fransen
800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia
(320) 523-2722
ScottFransen.fbfs.com

Thomas Gruhlke
800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia
(320) 523-2722
ThomasGruhlke.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of
Farm Bureau Financial Services PC055 (7-16)
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PHOTO
CLASSIFIED

10 PUBLICATIONS
5 WEEKSforforplusplus

For $50 your ad will run for 5 weeks in these 10 publications:
The McLeod County Chronicle • The Glencoe Advertiser

Arlington Enterprise • The Sibley Shopper
The Galaxy • Renville County Shopper

Renville County Register • Western Peach
GlencoeNews.com • ArlingtonMNnews.com

($50 is for 15 words, 50¢ each additional word. $45 without a photo.)

716 E. 10th St., P.O. Box 188, Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-5518 • trishak@glencoenews.com

816 E. Lincoln Ave. Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-2032 • oproduction@rencopub.com—OR—

American Farm Bureau Federation
President Zippy Duvall, in testimony be-
fore the Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works today, recounted a
long list of regulatory abuses and missteps
by the federal government. Drawing on
his two years as president of the nation’s
largest farming organization, Duvall
called for bipartisan cooperation in reduc-
ing overregulation, which has been a tar-
get of administrations from both sides of
the aisle.

Duvall singled out the Clean Water Act,
the Endangered Species Act and the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act as laws that are
ripe for reform.

“I have met farmers and ranchers who
are not sure if they should encourage their
children to remain on the farm,” Duvall
told committee members. “This is not a
partisan issue. This is about allowing our
farmers and businesses to be productive.
It’s about a goal that I believe we all
share: a regulatory process that is credi-
ble—one that we can get behind instead
of having to fight against.”

Duvall provided specific examples of
how regulations are felt at the farm and
ranch level, including:

“A West Virginia poultry farmer who
operates one of the cleanest farms anyone
has ever seen faced tens of thousands of
dollars in legal bills to defend her farm in

court against EPA misinterpretation of the
Clean Water Act.”

And, “federal officials, without any au-
thority from Congress and without public
notice, have used what amounts to extor-

tion against ranchers in Utah to force
them to hand over their private water
rights as a condition for getting federal
grazing permits.”

Overregulation Threatens Family Farms, 
AFBF President Duvall Tells Senate
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WE’VE GOT NUMBERS OTHER SOYBEAN

COMPANIES HOPE YOU NEVER HEAR ABOUT.

Local Dealers:     Olivia - Wertish Brothers

Renville - Dale Filzen

Farmward

LIKE

• RESIDENTIAL

• COMMERCIAL

• FARM

Turn to page 35
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NEW & USED TRAILERS IN STOCK

SPECIAL ORDERS & TRADE-INS 

NO PROBLEM!

Call Now For 

Hustler Turf 

Pre-Season Pricing 

And Financing Options.
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Renville Office

212-1-Stop

Olivia Cenex

Cenex C-Store

Renville Cenex
C-Store

320-329-3830

33
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Full Throttle Services

• Your one-stop-shop for dependable, fast, friendly service.
• Auto, truck & farm repairs. • We do on-the-farm service calls.

135C Pine St S, 
Lester Prairie, MN 55354

(320) 395-2831
Mon day-Fri day, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 

Sat ur day, on call

We are now a dealer for 
McHale hay equipment.

Located across
from Poly Foam

INTERIORS
• Cabinets
• Counter Tops
• Floor Coverings
• Window Treatments

*Various restrictions, limitations and minimums may apply.

“We Got You Covered!”

Bergmann’s friendliness & knowledge were unsurpassed. They were more then 
patient with our decisions and we would highly recommend them.

Happy Customers
~ Darvin & Jennifer Scherer & family

12 Months Same as Cash!*

Bruce, Deb & Matt

Call 320-864-6754
Visit BergmannInteriors.com

$197
sq. ft.

Carpet
BERGMANN’S

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE!
VETERAN OWNED

$297
sq. ft.

Luxury Vinyl
Tile

$497
sq. ft.

Engineered
Hardwood

Need Homeowners or Farm Insurance?
Call one of our Agents for a free quote today!

Visit our website www.blnamic.com

Arlington 
Lensing Ins Agency 
507-964-5565 
Buffalo Lake 
Buffalo Lake Ins Agency 
320-833-5371  
Gaylord
Community Ins Agency 
507-237-2710 
Grisham Ins Agency 
507-237-5264 
Glencoe 
Kevin Post Agency 
320-864-3943 
Professional Ins 
Providers 
320-864-5581 
Hector 
Security Ins Agency 
320-848-2278 

Hutchinson
Fenrich Ins Agency 
320-234-7070 
Jordan
Jordan Agency 
952-492-6050 
Lafayette 
Community Ins Agency 
507-228-8201 
LeCenter
New Choice Ins Services  
507-357-2353 
Litchfield 
Shnyder Insurance Solutions 
320-693-9482 
Insurance Solutions 
320-593-0591 

New Ulm 
Hirth Ins Agency 
507-354-8828 
Stadick Ins Agency 
507-359-4114 
Don Waloch Agency 
507-233-7277 
Renville
A to Z Ins. Center
320-329-3313
Olivia 
F&M Ins Agency Inc. 
320-523-1694 
Shorewood 
Professional Ins Providers 
952-380-3433 
Willmar
M.G. Ins Agency 
320-235-9394

Buffalo Lake-New Auburn Mutual Ins Co 
514 Sibley Ave, Gaylord, MN 55334 

507-237-2136 * 800-642-5770 
Celebrating 130 years of service to our policyholders
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EXSTED 
REALTY

2124 10th St E Glencoe
(320) 864-5544

www.exstedrealty.net
Willard
Exsted

Rebecca 
Tuchtenhagen

Buying and selling
farms for 48 years 

in the McLeod, 
Carver, Renville 
& Sibley County

areas!

We Sell The Best

New Listings Needed!

Buyers Available.
We have buyers willing to pay top dollar for
farm land. If you are looking to sell your farm,
or just downsize the number of acres you have,
GIVE US A CALL.

(320) 587-2612
Clocktower Office Plaza

720 Century Ave. SW, Suite 109
Hutchinson, MN

Now is the time to protect your crop input cost!
February Meetings Coming Soon...RSVP Today!

Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency has been committed to
serving you with honest, reliable and trusted service for over 30 years.

For 2018 a new private add-on which can guarantee up to 95% of
your average yield is available.

If you want a company you can count on to be there at claim time with
excellent service, let Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency help you
choose the right policy that gives you the protection and peace-of-
mind that you deserve.

Call Duane Today!

Deadline to purchase is Wed., March 14
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We’ve been right here.
We’ll be right here.
Advancing farming for generations.™

Farmward was born out of two great Minnesota 
cooperatives: Harvest Land Cooperative and 
Co-op Country Farmers Elevator. And, we believe 
the future holds greater success  for all of us, 
together. We’re here to guide growers through 
a new farming landscape,  to help them reap 
the benefits technology brings while mitigating 
the challenges it poses.  We are moving farming 
forward. We are Farmward Cooperative. 
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Written by Kent Thiesse
Farm Management Analyst 
and Vice President,  
MinnStar Bank
February 12, 2018

SECTION  199A  OF  
THE  NEW  TAX  LAW

For the most part, farm operators and
farm businesses were satisfied with the
“Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017” that was
passed by Congress and enacted into law
late last year. There were provisions to
lower individual and corporate tax rates,
provisions to extend depreciation deduc-
tions, as well as a provision to double the
Federal estate tax deduction. However, as
time has progressed since the implementa-
tion of the new tax law, the part of the leg-
islation that has been garnering the most
attention in agricultural circles is the new
“Section 199A” provision, which creates a
pass-through tax deduction for income to
and from qualified business entities.

The Section 199A deduction applies to
income earned by pass-through business
entities, such as sole proprietorships, part-
nerships, S-corporations, etc. The income
earned by these types of entities is not
taxed directly; however, it is passed
through to the tax returns of the individual
owners, such as Schedule F for Federal
tax returns filed by farm businesses. The
intent of including Section 199A in the re-
cently passed tax law is to ensure that
farm businesses and other business enti-
ties, which are not C-corporations, receive
similar tax benefits through the legislation
as those received by the corporations. The
tax law reduced the maximum tax rate for
C-corporations from 35 percent to 21 per-
cent.

The Section 199A provision also re-
tained a deduction for cooperatives that
was eliminated when the previous Section
199 was removed during the drafting of
the new tax law. The provision provides a
20 percent deduction on “qualified coop-
erative dividends”. Typically, these would
be thought of as the patronage dividends
by cooperatives to their membership,
which will now again be covered by the
new legislation. However, the new legisla-
tion also now covers the payments made
by cooperatives for grain and other agri-
cultural products, which was not part of
any previous tax legislation.    

Under normal circumstances, if a farm
operator sells grain or farm products, the
farm business entity can take a 20 percent
tax deduction of the net profit (gross sales
minus qualified expenses) when calculat-
ing their taxable income. This provision
will still be in place under the new tax law

on the proceeds for grain or agricultural
products that are received from a grain
warehouse, processing plant, or other
farm business that is not a cooperative.
However, under the new Section 199A
provision, grain and agricultural products
that are sold through a cooperative will re-
ceive a 20 percent tax deduction on the
gross sales, rather than on the net profit.
The Section 199A provision applies to
grain and agricultural products sold by
farm business entities that are set up as
sole proprietorships, partnerships, and S-
corporations, but not to farm businesses
set up as C-corporations.

An example of how this could affect an
independent grain farmer with gross sales
of $500,000, total expenses of $450,000,
and net income of $50,000 for a given
year, would be as follows:

• If the grain is sold to grain firm,
processing plant, ethanol plant or live-
stock producer that is not cooperative,
there would be a tax deduction of $10,000
($50,000 net income times 20 percent).

• If the grain is sold through a co-
operative, the total potential tax deduction
would be over $100,000 ($500,000 gross
sales times 20 percent), plus 20 percent of
the cooperative dividend.

Many professionals in the grain indus-
try feel that the new Section 199A provi-
sion creates an unfair incentive for coop-
eratives in the grain procurement industry.
However, some farm organizations and
others have pointed to the significant cor-
porate tax reduction that was included in

the new tax law as a major benefit to cor-
porations that is not available to other
types of business entities. Some members
of Congress have been working on draft-
ing legislation to make corrections Sec-
tion 199A language, citing that the current
language exceeded the intent of the legis-
lation. The two-year budget deal recently
passed by Congress did not include any
provisions to correct or adjust the Section
199A provision. 

Most tax experts feel that eventually the
Section 199A provision will be adjusted
by Congress; however, it is not known
what that adjustment may look like, or
when it will take effect. Some farm opera-
tors have been selling grain to coopera-
tives since January 1, 2018, which raises
some questions regarding 2018 Federal
income tax calculations …… Will those
grain sales qualify for the Section 199A as
it now stands, or will any adjustments be
retroactive back until the beginning of the
year ? Also, what will be the impact on
grain that is now being forward priced
now cooperatives for future delivery later
this year ? It may be a while before we
know the answers to those questions.

Farm operators are encouraged not
over-react to the Section 199A provision
when comparing various grain bids. First
of all, the potential added tax deduction
available by selling grain through a coop-
erative, if it occurs at all, is only a benefit
to a farm business entity that has a high
enough taxable income level to utilize the
deduction. It may not be worth sacrificing

a higher price quote from an ethanol plant
or processing plant just to receive the
added tax deduction available by selling
the grain through a cooperative at a lower
price.

Some farm operators have also talked of
working with other farmers to form new
cooperative business entities to take ad-
vantage of the recently enacted Section
199A tax provision. However, tax experts
advise caution before proceeding with re-
structuring farm business entities simply
to adjust to the new legislation, which
could be changed in the future. In addi-
tion, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
may offer some guidance or interpretation
regarding taxation under the new Section
199A provision. The best advice for farm
operators at this point is to be patient, and
to consult with a certified public account-
ant (CPA) or tax accountant regarding the
potential impacts of the new Section 199A
tax provision on their farm business for
2018 and beyond.

Focus On Ag: New Tax Law
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Farm &
Home

Sibley Shopper

Spring Guide

Contact your sales rep. today reserve space for this publication: 

The Sibley Shopper
402 W. Alden St., P.O. Box 388, Arlington

Phone: 507-964-5547
or our Glencoe Office 

Glencoe Advertiser
716 E. 10th St., MN 55336

320-864-5518 or email your sales rep.

Plan to be included in this years Sibley Shopper 
Farm & Home Spring Guide.

Coming out April 8 in the Sibley Shopper circulation. 
Watch for more information. 

Farm Services • Outdoor Living • New Construction 
Remodeling • Home Interior • and More!

Deadline: 
Thursday, March 22
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Written by Kent Thiesse
Farm Management Analyst 
and Vice President,  
MinnStar Bank
February 5, 2018

2018  CROP  INSURANCE  
CONSIDERATIONS

During the next few weeks, many farm
operators will be finalizing their crop in-
surance decisions for the 2018 crop year.
March 15th is the deadline to purchase
crop insurance for the 2018 crop year.
Profit margins for crop production this
year remain very tight, which makes the
2018 crop insurance decisions even more
critical. Producers have several crop insur-
ance policy options to choose from, in-
cluding yield protection (YP) policies and
revenue protection (RP and RPE) policies,
as well as other group insurance policy
options. There are also decisions with
using “enterprise units” versus “optional
units”, and whether or not to take advan-
tage of the “trend adjusted” APH yields
for 2018.

Yield Protection (YP) insurance policy
options provide for “yield only” insurance
protection, based on historic actual pro-
duction history (APH) yields on a given
farm unit. YP prices are based on average
Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) prices
for December corn futures and November
soybean futures during the month of Feb-
ruary, similar to revenue insurance prod-
ucts. Producers can purchase YP insur-
ance coverage levels from 50% to 85%,
and losses are paid if actual corn or soy-
bean yields on a farm unit fall below the
yield guarantees.  

Revenue protection (RP) and revenue
protection with harvest price exclusion
(RPE) insurance policy options provide a
guaranteed minimum dollars of gross rev-

enue per acre (yield x price). This mini-
mum guarantee is based on yield history
(APH) and the average CBOT prices for
December corn futures and November
soybean futures during the month of Feb-
ruary. The RP and RPE insurance policies
function essentially in the same manner,
except that the guarantees on RPE policies
are fixed at the base price level, and are
not affected by harvest prices that exceed
the base price. The revenue guarantee for
RP policies is increased for final insur-
ance calculations, if average CBOT prices
during the month of October are higher
than the February CBOT prices. 

Producers purchase RP and RPE insur-
ance coverage levels from 50% to 85%,
and losses are paid if the final crop rev-
enue falls below the revenue guarantee.
The final crop revenue is the actual yield
on a farm unit times the CBOT December
corn futures price and November soybean
futures price during the month of October.
As of February 5, the 2018 estimated crop
prices in the Upper Midwest for YP, RP,
and RPE policies were $3.93 per bushel
for corn and $10.02 per bushel for soy-
beans, which are very similar to the 2017
base prices. The 2018 base prices will be
finalized on March 1.

Most corn and soybean producers have
utilized  RP policies in recent years; how-
ever, in many years the RPE policies can
offer similar protection at a lower premi-

um cost. If the “harvest price” (average
CBOT price in Oct.) for December corn
futures or November soybean futures is
lower than the “base price” (average
CBOT price in Feb.), the RP and RPE
payment calculations function similarly,
and RPE policies will likely result at high-
er net indemnity payment at similar insur-
ance coverage levels. However, it is im-
portant to recognize the added risk of uti-
lizing a RPE policy when the final “har-
vest price” exceeds the “base price” in
years when farm units have a yield loss
that exceeds the insurance coverage level,
such as occurred with the 2012 drought in
some areas. This scenario could result in
significantly less insurance indemnity
payments with RPE policies, as compared
to RP policies.

Many producers in the Upper Midwest
have been able to significantly enhance
their insurance protection in recent years
by utilizing the trend-adjusted yield (TA-
APH) endorsement, with only slightly
higher premium costs. The APH yield ex-
clusion (YE) option allows specific years
with low production to be dropped from
crop insurance APH yield guarantee cal-
culations.  Several counties in Central and
Northern Minnesota are eligible for YE
for corn and soybeans in some of the past
ten years. For information on which coun-
ties, crops, and years are eligible for YE,
go the RMA web site at:
http://www.rma.usda.gov/

Given the tight profit margins for crop
production in 2018, some producers may
have a tendency to reduce their crop insur-
ance coverage, in order to save a few dol-
lars per acre in premium costs. However, a
producer must first ask the question:
“How much financial risk can I handle if
there are greatly reduced crop yields due
to potential weather problems in 2018,
and/or lower than expected crop prices?”
RP or RPE crop insurance policies serve
as an excellent risk management tool for
these situations, and 2018 may not be the
year to reduce insurance coverage. Many
producers will be able to guarantee near
$550.00 to $650.00 per acre for corn, and
near $350.00 to $450.00 per acre for soy-
beans at the 85% coverage level in 2018,
especially when also utilizing trend-ad-
justed APH yields. 

A reputable crop insurance agent is the
best source of information to find out
more details of the various coverage
plans, to learn more about the TA-APH
yield endorsement, to get premium
quotes, and to help finalize 2018 crop in-
surance decisions. Following are also
some very good web sites with crop insur-
ance information:

>  University of Illinois FarmDoc :
http://www.farmdoc.illinois.edu/cropins/i
ndex.as

>  USDA Risk Management Agency
(RMA) :    http://www.rma.usda.gov/

Focus On Ag: Crop Insurance
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By: Paul Harvey From his address to
the 1987 AFBF Convention.

On the eighth day, God looked
down on his planned paradise
and said, “I need a caretaker.” 

So God made a Farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody willing to
get up before dawn, milk the cows, work
all day in the field, milk cows again, eat
supper then go to town and stay past mid-
night at a meeting of the school board.” 

So God made a Farmer. 

“I need somebody with arms strong
enough to wrestle a calf and yet gentle
enough to deliver his own grandchild;
somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous
machinery, come home hungry, have to
await lunch until his wife’s done feeding
visiting ladies, then tell the ladies to be sure
and come back real soon, and mean it.” 

So God made a Farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody willing to
sit up all night with and newborn colt, and
watch it die, then dry his eyes and say,
‘Maybe next year.’ I need someboby who
can shape an axe handle from a persim-
mon sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of
car tire, who can make a harness out of
hay wire, feed sacks and shoe straps, who
at planting time and harvest season will
finish his forty hour week by Tuesday
noon and then, paining from tractor back,
will put in another 72 hours.” 

So God made a Farmer. 
God had to have somebody willing to

ride the ruts at double speed to get the hay
in ahead of the rain, and yet stop in mid-
field and race to help when he sees first
smoke from a neighbor’s place. 

So God made a Farmer. 

God said, “I need somebody strong
enough to clear trees and heave bales, yet
gentle enough to wean lambs and pigs and
tend to pink combed pullets; who will stop
his mower for an hour to splint the broken
leg of a meadowlark. It had to be some-

body who’d plow deep and straight and
not cut corners; somebody to seed, breed,
and rake and disk and plow and plant, and
tie the fleece, and strain the milk, and re-
plenish the self-feeder and end a hard
week’s work with a five-mile drive to
church. Somebody who would bale a fami-

ly together with the soft, strong bonds of
sharing; who would laugh and then sigh,
and reply with smiling eyes when his son
says he want to spend his life doing what
dad does.” 

So God made a Farmer. 

God made a farmer

in the McLeod County Chronicle
and the Arlington Enterprise.
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