i — =i "
A special supplement to The Renville Gounty Shopper & The Glencoe Advertiser
——

Local Buffer‘Ordinance p:3
1

B

Subsurface lrrigation p.i1

L

—

S.impl)': Shrlmp -
Walking a Tight Rope ;.7

:: *4 - -'.f.-_- _1'(? 2/ '_'E:. gl F‘*iun- 1 g -
o i 1-."“ 5';;1\". - :‘-__%g'&hx .‘-';‘___

L . " Focus On Ag:
: ok, A IR

. ] ..\: '“‘.-Iﬂll'.ﬁ."h.'lﬂ-"_‘" .I.“'-‘: I|,...'| '.. .-.' ocus n g.

A
“a

A e A
» el _fréfﬁ*-‘;w . New Tax Law. ..

- I"

B ms‘:ai:::nlnnlis

““www.GlencoeNews.com,
click on Special Sections




AG SCENE

FEBRUARY 24 & 25, 2018

A+ INSUTanCe .....ccooeevvvvvevvivieiiiieeeeeneeenn 40 Farm Bureau Fransen/Gruhlke .............. 31 Lindeman Seeds ........cooeeeevnrvvevvrvinennnns 10 Renville Sales, Inc. ....ccoeoeenvvnvviiiiiiiinnns 34
ABC Arrow Building Center .................. 6  Farmers Co-op Oil Co .....cccceecvvirinnnne. 35  Mallak Trucking Inc. ....cccocoevnirinennnn 18 Rickert Excavating ........ccccocceveveecncnnene 27
ADM Seedwest.......ccccveveeeenenenennennen 24 Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance Co. - Marcus Well Drilling ......c.ccccceveveeienenn 18 Ridgewater College ......c.cccvvererennennens 47
Ag Country Farm Credit Services ........ 24 Keith L. Scott Agency ........ccceevuenee. 31  MC Abrahamson Financial Services ...31  Rockhard Concrete & Masonry ............ 10
Ag Specialists .....ooeevvereeneneineniciennns 10 Finish Line Seed Inc. .....c.ccoccevvvriennnnne. 18  McLeod Publishing, Inc. .......cccovveuecunece. 48,32  Runnings - Hutchinson .......c..ccccceceeeene. 25
Alsleben Livestock Trucking .................. 6 First Minnesota Bank, Glencoe .............. 4 McLeod Publishing, InC .........ccoeuerueeunced 44 .42 Sam’s Tire Service .......cccccccvvvvvvevenennnns 20
Arnold’s Implement Inc...........ccocueenneene 10 First Security Bank........ccccoveeviieniennenn 24 Mid-County CO-0p ..ccceerverrieervearieennnenn 22 Saunders Mertens Schmitz, P.A. ........... 7
Auto Value Parts Stores .......c.cccceceeuenee. 18  Flatworks Concrete Const., LLC ............ 9  MidCountry Bank.........ccccocevvenirinennenn 16 Schauer’s Sheep ......cccocvvevvercrencncnnne 13
Bird Island-Hawk Creek Fleet Supply True Value ...........cccoeuennee. 23 Mid-State Painting ..........ccccecevverenennnn 39  Security Bank & Trust Co. .......cccceuuuee. 22
FarMutual Ins. Agency ......cccceeeenee 5  Flora Mutual Insurance Co. .................. 17 Miller Manufacturing ..........cccceceeevennnns. 9 Seneca Foods Corp. .....ccceceeevenenuencnnns 8

Bergmann Interiors .......cccccoceeverecrcnnee 37  Full Throttle Services .......c..ccoceveeruenunes 37  Minnesota Corn & Soybean Growers...26  Sibley Surveyors, IncC.......cccceceevveveenncnne. 20
Bird Island Soil Service ........ovvveveeennnn. 7 Gavin, Donley & Ostlund, Ltd. ............ 13 MinnWest Bank .......cccccvvvvvveiieieinininnnn. 11 SLS Tax Accounting
BLNAMIC ...cociiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeee 37  Glencoe Co-0p ASSN.....covveeveeervieneeennnenn 19 Morris Builders........cocceevieenieniinneennns 48 Financial Services .........cccocueeueenne 27
Carly’s Shoes ......ccccoeveeievivveniincncnene, 13 Granite Falls Energy, LLC.................... 39  Morton Buildings ......cccceceeinininennenn 21 Sorensen’s Sales & Rental .............c....... 8
Citizens Alliance Bank ..........c.ccccoceeenene 7 Grizzly Buildings, Inc. .....c.cccocervnennenn 45  Mustang Seeds .......coceeveeirireninenennens 37  State Farm Insurance ..........cccccceeenne 23
Compeer Financial .......c.ccoceveniencnnen. 13 H &L MOtOrs ..coueeuveeeieiieiinceicseeceen 12 Mycogen Seeds.......coceverieneerieneeniennnnn 33 Steve’s Heating & AC.......cccoovevieeienens 12
Conklin Service, Ken Franke .................. 8  Heller Group Realty ......cccccocceviniennnne. 24 Napa Auto Parts .......ccccoeeniiicninicnnns 15 Sullivan’s Electric......ccccoceveevcncencnnen. 35
Country Line Overhead Door................ 35  Henslin Auctions, Inc. .......ccceeeeenne. 36,28  Nelson’s Salvage & Towing, Inc. .......... 17 Terry’s Body ShOp .c.cocvevviviiniiiincee 7
Country Wide Lumber ........c.cccoceeneis 45  HomeTown Bank ..........ccceviiinienienne. 12 Northland Buildings .........cccccevveenueennenn 20  Thalmann Seeds ......cccccceeuevvieervernieennnenn 15
Creative Details .....c.ccccecveveeveninencncnne 40  Huseby Insurance Agency .................... 18 Olivia Machine Shop Inc........c.ccecceuenee 17 Thurston Genetics.......c..ceceeererververveneennen 7
Dahlberg Boot & Trailer Sales .............. 18 Hutchinson Co-0p.......ccccecevererenencnnens 30 Olivia Pet ClNiC ...cccocevvvivinininiinicicee 7  Tjosvold Equipment, Inc. ........cocceuennee. 35
Dale’s Auto Sales .....ccccoeceeverieneneencnnnns 6  Hutch Health........occooceviiiiniiniiinee, 33 On Trax Truck Repair......ccccceceeveeienns 15  Two-Way Communications .................. 22
Dairyland Seed - Hoffman .................... 11 Jackels & Ross Concrete Inc. .................. 3 Otto Farms Operations Inc. .........c...c...... 8  Valley Electric of Olivia Inc. ................ 21
Dawson Co-op Credit Union ................ 21 Jerry Scharpe Ltd........ccccccnveininncnnes 13 Pine Country Bank ........cccocceviniencnne. 18 Vos Construction .........cecceeceeveereenuennenn 38
Duane Jindra Crop Ins. Agency ............ 38  John Decker Agency.........cccceevueenieenenn 20  Pro Equipment Sales .......c..cccocvenvenen. 17 Willmar Aerial Spraying, Inc. .............. 12
E.G.Rud & Sons, Inc. ....ooooevnnnineennns 26 J&R Electric, InC .....oooevvveveeiieeiieeenee. 33 Professional Insurance Providers .......... 10 Wise Furniture ...........cc..coeeveeeeeeeecneeennn, 2
Enestvedt Seed Co.....ccccvvvverincncnnnnne 40 K & M Tractor Seats .......cccocevveenennens 45  RAM Building Inc....ccccoeevirinincncnnene 15  Young America Mutual Ins. Co............. 20
Ervin Well Company ......c.ccccceveveenennen. 5 K &SEIectric .ocooevivieniiieiiieee, 11 RC Hospital & CHNics .....ccccceveereeeennens 47  Zielsdorf Auction Team ..........ccceeueennee. 12
Exsted Realty .....ccccooevevvcneincniiicnnns 38 K & S Millwrights, Inc. ...c.ccoceniviennens 14
F & M Bank Minnesota .........c.cccc... 46  Kahnke Brothers Tree Farm .................. 15
F & M Insurance.........cccceveeeieeneennnenns 46  Ken’s Excavating ..........ccccoeevevvevennennen. 20
F & M State BanK.......c.ccccocevrviinennecne 31 Klein Bank ...cooooeiiiiiiiiiie 6
Farmward Cooperative .........c..ccceeeueane 40  Kraft Walser Law Office......c..cccecenenene 39
Fahey, InC. ..ocoviiiiiiiiecc 6  Lake Region Insurance Agency ............ 11
Fahey Sales.....cccocevviniincniininiccns 38  Larkin Tree Care & Lndsg Inc. ............ 18

NEWS INDEX

Local buffer ordinance offers local control ......................... .p-3

Wertish weighs in on agriculture issues...........cccccccececueuucece. .p- 5

Don Davis provides a journalist’s PErspective .........c..cococeceueecunencusencusencucenes p-7

Ag providers encourage to apply for CSP ..o p- 9

Subsurface irrigation a breakthrough for 300-bu. Corn? ................ p- Il &12

Rural America: A fading reality ........ccocoeveeenincnincnincnecnne. .p- 15

Simply Shrimp walking a tight rope.......c..ccccocoecvcueennnee. p.-17 & 18

3 Ways consumers benefit from farm bill ..., p. 19

McLain ready to help with feed Iots, SEPLIC.....cccceureeurencurincirircicirecreceeene p- 23

Home Ag can return to stability growth .........ccccoociviinnnincncnn. p. 27

Economic savvy crucial during these times .........cccccceeecueecuecncurecnne. p- 29 APPLIANCES - FLOORING

Ag co-op insurance enrollment numbers touted..........ccccceevcunencece. p- 31 MATRESSES - FURNITURE

. . i TVS - ACCESSORIES & MORE

Over regulation threatens family farms .........ccooveverenineneenenisciseseseeieenes p. 32

Farmward Morton gains efficiencies ..., p. 33

FOCUS ON Attt eaes p- 41 &43

Thank you to all of our advertisers for contributing to the 2018 Ag Scene supplement.
Thank you to the writers and interviewees, for the editorial content.

Published by
McLeod Publishing, Inc., 716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336 ¢ 320-864-5518.
& Renco Publishing, Inc., 110 NW Dupont Ave., Renville, MN 56284

Printed by
House of Print, 322 Benzel Ave. SW, Madelia, MN 56062 ¢ 888-741-4467

CvgEr CopnTEm

Arpiiamces L TV




FEBRUARY 24 & 25, 2018

AG SCENE

Local buffer ordlnance offers local control

By Lori Copler
Editor

Minnesota’s buffer zone law, enacted in
2016 and revised in 2017, was controver-
sial — not because of its intent, but how it
is to be enforced and whether landowners
could be compensated for taking land out
of production to create buffer strips along
waterways.

Although it is a state law, McLeod
County chose to adopt a local ordinance
so that it could enforce and administer the
law locally. Included in that ordinance is a
provision to penalize landowners who are
not in compliance by the Nov. 1 deadline.

The county’s ordinance authorizes the
Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD), now located in the courthouse
with the county’s environmental services
department, to enforce compliance.

Ryan Freitag of the SWCD said that the
county’s adoption of the ordinance, which
includes “the administrative and penalty
side,” also includes the appeals side.

“It gives us more local control,” said
Freitag. “The appeals will go to the coun-
ty board, rather than to the state.”

The County Board also adopted a slid-
ing penalty scale, hoping to encourage
compliance through cooperation rather
than punishment.

And most landowners want to cooper-
ate, said Freitag, as they recognize the in-
tent of the law is to protect water. The
buffer strips, typically grass, help capture
and filter chemicals, such as phosphorous
and nitrogen, before they enter a ditch,
lake, river or creek.

“They’ve been really good about trying
to comply voluntarily,” said Freitag.
“Right now, I'd say we have about 85 per-
cent who are in compliance. I’ve heard
from very few people who are upset with
the law.”

One of the advantages of the local ordi-
nance is that SWCD staff can work with
landowners to get into compliance, either
by helping them develop the strips or by
coming up with alternative practices. The
local staff knows the area better than state
personnel, and recognizes that not every
area is conducive to developing a buffer
strip that is compliant to widths because
of the terrain of the land.

Freitag said his office uses the county’s
aerial photographs to help determine some
of the best alternative practices, as well as
LIDAR data that shows elevations in one-
foot intervals, but staff is also willing to

go out with landowners for a firsthand
look at their problems.

Under the law, there must be a 16)%-foot
buffer strip (on average) for waterways on
the buffer protection map. That width in-
creases to a 50-foot average strip on pro-
tected waterways (with a 30-foot mini-
mum).

Knowing that it isn’t always easy or af-
fordable to comply, the county allows a
landowner up to 11 months after the first
notice of noncompliance to rectify the sit-
uation without a fine. After that there is a
fine range of $0 to $200 per parcel for the
next six months, and then $0 to $500 per
parcel for the next six months and beyond.
Freitag said the sliding scale allows the
county to take into account unique cir-
cumstances before determining a fine.

“The commissioners took into account
that not all situations are the same,” said
Freitag.

One of the largest stumbling blocks to

compliance, Freitag said, is that there is a
cap to how many acres can be enrolled in
the Conservation Reserve Program. Many
landowners would like to enroll their
buffer strip acres into the program. Cur-
rently, the national cap is 24 million acres.

Freitag said the biggest pushback about
the buffer law is not the administrative
part of it, but why some waterways were
designated as “protected” and others were
not. In some places, a protected water way
was defined up to a certain edge, such as a
property line or road.

“There’s the question of why a protect-
ed waterway ends where it does, and
doesn’t continue on the other side of the
road or property line,” said Freitage.

But, that he said, is a state issue. The
protected waterways were mostly desig-
nated in the early 1980s, and there isn’t a
lot of historical data available as to the
reasoning behind the designations.

Freitag said that if the state starts re-
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Buffer strip near Mankato, MN.
assessing protected waterways, it will
have to look at all the waterways in the
state, and not just local issues.

“That would take a lot of time and
money, and I just don’t think the appetite
is there to do that,” said Freitag.

Freitag said he expects bringing
landowners into compliance should con-
tinue to go smoothly.

“I think if we have any issues, it will be
with absentee landowners, because they
just don’t know what’s going on out here,”
said Freitag. “They may be living in the
Cities, renting out their land, and not even
aware that there is a law that applies to
their property.”

More information about McLeod Coun-
ty’s buffer ordinance can be obtained by
calling the SWCD office at 320-864-1214.
Information about the state law can be
found at: https://mn.gov/portal/natural
-resources/buffer-law/.

(320) 224-4599
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Wertish weighs in on agriculture issues

By Ashley Alsum
Staff Writer

Coming off a big yield year in 2017, farmers are still
feeling the crunch of low commodity prices. Minnesota
Farmers Union President Gary Wer-
tish said this 1s his major concern
moving forward in 2018.

“The numbers are tight to cash
flow. The good crop year last year
will help some, but it won’t fix the
issue,” Wertish explained.

A life long resident of Renville
County and farmer and rancher,
Wertish has seen the volatility of the
markets. Back around 2012, com-
modity prices peaked. Since then,
prices have seen a downward trend.
The key to improving commodity
prices, according to Wertish, is foreign exports.

Farmers are able to raise better crops than they have in
the past. We have better genetics, treatments and predic-
tive science to improve yields. Adverse conditions and
poor soils are less of a hinderance than they have been in
the past.

This all leads to a surplus. Lots of bushels here and in
much of the world. For prices to rise, there must be a de-
mand somewhere. Unfortunately this usually means a
crop failure due to weather, disease or another factor. If a
blight wipes out corn in another country, the value of
corn will rise here in the United States.

To be able to take advantage of these events and trends
in the market, foreign trade agreements need to be secure
and stable. Billions of dollars worth of commodities are
sent out of our borders each year. To lose out on this trade
income would be disasterous, especially for small farmers
with tight budgets.

Gary Wertish

x
x x

|

Currently, the North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) is under some renegotiation. The uncertainty
around these talks have caused the commodity markets to
dip further. According to Wertish, Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue and U.S. Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizer were both optimistic with NAFTA’s progress.

Another major issue in 2018 is the Farm Bill. While
talked about for many months, nothing has yet come to
the table. Several public meetings and information gather-
ing sessions have been held — may last fall. The hope was
to have something drafted by the end of 2017. It is now
February and nothing has been released.

“The government shutdown has hurt us on this front,”
said Wertish. “All other things are postponed until it is
sorted out.”

Being an election year, Wertish would like to see a
Farm Bill done this spring. If not, it could easily be
brushed aside during campaign season.

“If it doesn’t get done soon, we could be looking at an
extension of the current bill,” Wertish explained.

While a band-aid measure, this is not what Wertish, the
Minnesota Farmer’s Union, or most in agriculture are
looking for. There are several areas in the Farm Bill Wer-
tish sees which could use some changes. Crop insurance is

Minnesota
Farmers
Union

at the top of his list.

“We don’t have an adequate safety net,” Wertish said.
Especially now, with low prices plaguing the market,
farmers and ranchers need to know they have a safety net.
Debt can pile up quickly and without a way to bounce

back, it often leads to the end of a small farm.

Now that the federal Tax Bill has been passed, Wertish
hopes this will give more time for Congress to look at the
Farm Bill. But there is also a concern whether the in-
creased debt from the Tax Bill will carry over when fund-
ing other programs. Wertish would like to see more
invested in the Farm Bill, not less. With so many issues fac-
ing the country at this time, there is concern about being
swept under the rug.

“The Farm Bill is the most important piece of legisla-
tion for rural America,” said Wertish. “We have to make it
a priority.”

Along with crop insurance, the Farm Bill is home to
programs concerning beginning farmers, conservation,
rural development, research and food safety and support.
The current administration leaves Wertish a little con-
cerned with the direction and attention to the Farm Bill,
but he will continue to advocate for what is best for rural
farmers and ranchers.
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Don Davis provides a journallsts perspective

By Dick Hagen
Correspondent

Don Davis, perhaps one of the
most ‘widely read’ newspaper
correspondents, is somewhat sur-
prised by how little Minnesota
agriculture grabs the headlines
these days. Davis is an employee
of Forum News Service with by-
line articles in dozens of Min-
nesota daily newspapers across
the state. He was at a Minnesota
AgriGrowth event that took place
prior to the new year in Min-
neapolis, and agreed to share a
few thoughts.

When asked about Minnesota
agricultural news he commented,
“I don’t hear many complaints
overall. There are some specifics
however like regulations. People
want permits quicker once they
apply. Buffer continues a big one.
They don’t want to be told what
to do. “I've had several farmers
say ‘It’s more how the Governor
handled this issue. We’re not
against buffers but it mostly ap-
pears the Governor lined up with
his hunting buddies’.

“A lot of farmers already had
buffers in place when Governor
Dayton came out and said,
‘Here’s what we’re going to do.
He didn’t ask for their input. Ac-
tions like that are what I hear

most. Reguldtlon% just rubs them
wrong.’

Davis reminds he is just a re-
porter...not a specialist on these
many issues involving how to best
serve the farmers of Minnesota.
He suggested however that the
new Trump administration talks
about fewer regulations.... “and
that appeals to the agricultural
world”. He thinks a significant
change in Minnesota’s represen-
tation in Congress would be
needed before a stronger ‘regula-
tory role’ would surface in agri-
culture. “T don’t have a crystal
ball. I am merely an observer.”

When asked his opinion on
the ‘progress’ of our national
president Davis responded,
“You’re asking for opinions and
it’s not my task to give my own
opinion. As a reporter I try to
stay as neutral as I can.” How-
ever Davis was willing to share a
comment on the huge attendance
(about 480 people) at this year’s
annual event of AgriGrowth.

“Farmers are very interested
in knowing the latest news and
information. I don’t think non-
farmers realize this ‘need to
know’ environment of farmers.
Farmers want to know second by
second the markets but they also
want to know the news of the lat-
est in agriculture and politics.

Photo by Dick Hagen

Forum newspaper Capitol Reporter Don Davis.

“Non farmers have little con-
cept of how agriculture, espe-
cially at the farm level, has
become globalized. I think that’s
part of what drives this turnout
like we see today. This is a con-
venient way of gathering people
from throughout the entire ag
sector to talk, to listen, to share
ideas. It’s obvious the farm indus-

Olivia

Terry’s

try wants to be more informed.
This AgriGrowth event is just an
excellent opportunity of doing
exactly that.”

Davis is a print man. Words
are his livelihood. Can the
printed word stay important to
that farmer who now has a vari-
ety of social media spewing out
information minute by minute?

He responded, “If T knew that
I’d be rich. I think we all need to
do a multifaceted approach to
print these days. All our print
properties and our broadcast
properties have web sites. There’s
going to be more of that. There’s
going to be more social media.
But as you know the bigger ques-
tion is how do you make money
with these various strategies? For
the time being print provides that
for most operations.”

Davis grow up on a farm in
southern Iowa. He’s a Drake
University (Des Moines) Journal-
ism graduate. He’s got a 64-year
agricultural pedigree. “Where
ever I’ve been I've done what I
can to tell the agricultural story:.
Now as a Forum Newspaper re-
porter my writing experiences
have broadened considerably. I
did a rural health package this
summer. I'm working on a rural
housing package, mainly in Min-
nesota right now. I've covered
child care and the growing
dilemma of that vital enterprise.
So I'm not exclusively Ag. But so
many other topics I cover often
have at least a touch of agricul-
ture in the background.”

Davis has no plans to retire.
Like most farmers he just enjoys
doing what he’s doing so why
quit?
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Farm Fresh Goodness Made Great

T/
A Would Leader in Agribusiness

Producing Top Quality Canned & Frozen Peas,

IO \ ! :

Sweet Corn & Carrots
A Community Leader & Supporter in the
Glencoe Area for over 55 years!

Seneca Foods, started in 1949, has been dedicated to provid-
ing quality food products and service excellence to our cus-
tomers. We began by concentrating on one product, concord
grape juice, and carved out a successful niche in a growing
market. Today, the breadth of our operations encompasses a R
vast array of fruit and vegetable products. We are involved in :
multiple aspects of agribusiness, from growing crops to manu-
facturing and marketing the packaged goods. And we remain
committed to delivering high quality products that our cus-
tomers can trust and depend on.

Seneca Foods Corporation
101 8" Street West, Glencoe, MN 55336

Main Human Resources 320.864.2316
Toll Free Human Resources 800.252.4875

CONKLIN® AGROVANTAGE® PRODUCTS

CONKLIN® part of the solution rather then part of the problem.
Fertilizer for highest yields.

Farmers can increase yields while reducing input costs

¢ Liquid fertilizers for in
row and foliar feeding

¢ Rainfast surfactants

¢ Systems approach moving
growers out of yield rut

¢ Drift control

¢ Nitrogen slow-release
additives

¢ Grain bin repair products

e Manure pit treatments

¢ Chelated liquid manganese
stops yellow flash from
glyphosate

¢ Seed treatments

e Forage preservatives

e Animal products that
support entire life cycle

¢ Long-distance lubricants
and fuel additives

WHOLESALE
DISTRIBUTORS
NEEDED

Buy wholesale direct from
farmer-owned 49-year-old
company based in MN

KEN FRANKE
CONKLIN
INDEPENDENT
_DISTRIBUTOR;

For a Free Catalog... call

> AN ['
EMARKETING cCoOM

T s ™

0) A@E)QJNJ G ¢ JM

J‘!O)él@) 0468
Chopping ° Filling

Trucks Available
Packing Available

(10 FARy

Bags, Bunkers, Silos
Front & Rear Unload

Grey & Heidi Otto
(320) 485-3368
Cell (320) 510-0468

Baling (3x3x8)
Disk Ripping
Grain Swathing
Grain Hauling
Spring Tillage

Planting

Brillion Packer Rental

20243 County Rd 9, Lester Prairie, MN 55354

~NEW EQUIPMENT/BIG INVENTORY ~

Port-A-Hut Shelters:

- All Steel Shelters for Livestock & other Uses

JBM Equipment:

- Feeder Wagon - Several Models

- Self-locking Head Gates * HD Feeder Panels
- Self-locking Bunk Feeders

- Tombstone Horse & Horned Cattle Feeders
- Skid Feeders * Bunk Feeders

- Bale Wagons - Bale Thrower Racks

- Flat Racks for big sq. bales

- Self-locking Feeder Wagons

» Fenceline Feeders

- Several Types of Bale Feeders

Smidley Equipment:

- Steer Stuffers « Hog Feeders + Hog Huts
- Calf Creep Feeders « Lamb & Sheep Feeders
- Cattle & Hog Waterers « Hog & Sheep Scales

- We Rebuild Smidley Cattle & Hog Feeders -

Sioux Equipment:

- Gates * Calving Pens « Haymax Bale Feeders
- Cattle & Feeder Panels « Head Gates

- Loading Chute * Hog Feeders

- Squeeze Chutes & Tubs + Calf Warmer

Notch Equipment:

- Rock Buckets * Grapple Forks « Manure Forks

- Bale Spears * Hi-Volume Buckets & Pallet Forks
- Bale Tranports & Feeder Wagons, 16-34’

- Adult & Young Stock Feeders & Bale Feeders

- Land Levelers

For-Most Livestock Equipment:

- Squeeze Chutes - Head Gates

- Large & Small Animal Tip Chutes

- Open Bar Corrol Tub

- Roundt & Square Calving Pens

- Tubs & Alley Chutes + Crowding Tubs

S-l Feeders:

» Mid Size and Full Size Bunks
* One Sided Juniors and Adult Bunks
« Arrow Front 4-Wheel Feeders, 12’-36’

Mar-Weld Sheep & Goat Equipment:

* Lambing Pens « Crowd tub

+ Grain Feeders * Scale

» Round & Square Bale Feeders

» Sheep Head Locks

» Spin Trim Chute « Creep Feeders

DR Power Equipment
« “Farm Built” Hay Feeders w/roof
« Poly “Hay Huts” - Horse Feeders

* GT (Tox-O-Wik) Grain Dryers, 350-800 bu.
+ 150 Bu. Steel Calf Creep w/iwheels

+ Bahiman Concrete Waterers

» Calftel Hutches & Animal Barns

+ R&C Poly Bale Feeders

+ Ameriag Poly Mineral Feeders

* Snowblowers - Special Prices

+ Mit Donkeys

« Fainting Goats

» Scottish Highlander Cattle

~USED EQUIPMENT~

+ 27 1/2* #4800 Case IHC Cult. Ex-Shape
+ 150 Bushel 2 wheel bunk feeder wagon

+ Roto King Round Bale Processor SS

« #580-G-T (Tox-O-Wik) PTO Grain Dryer
+ Smidley cattle & hog feeders

~USED RENTAL EQUIPMENT~

+ 6” Diesel Wacker towable water pump
+ Rough terrain(outdoor) 27’ Skyjack scissors lift
+ 25'Hard Surface battery scissors lift

~WANTED TO BUY~

+ Used Smidley cattle feeders & hog feeders
+ Misc cattle equip Will Sell on Consignment

OMENAEN A
aﬁ'i Fr Hlfﬂfi

Lot-Hwy 7 E

Office Location - 305 Adams St. NE

Hutchinson, MN 55350

320-587-2162, Ask for Larry
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Ag producers encourage to apply for CSP

WASHINGTON - Agricultural pro-
ducers wanting to enhance current con-
servation efforts are encouraged to apply
for the Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP).

Through CSP, USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS)
helps private landowners build their busi-
ness while implementing conservation
practices that help ensure the sustainabil-
ity of their entire operation. NRCS plans
to enroll up to 10 million acres in CSP in
2018.

While applications for CSP are accept-
ed year round, applications must be re-
ceived by March 2, 2018 to be consid-
ered for this funding period.

Through CSP, agricultural producers
and forest landowners earn payments for
actively managing, maintaining, and ex-
panding conservation activities like
cover crops, ecologically-based pest
management, buffer strips, and pollinator
and beneficial insect habitat — all while
maintaining active agriculture production
on their land. CSP also encourages the

carbon storage and planting for high car-
bon sequestration rate, and new soil
amendments to improve water quality.

Some of these benefits of CSP include:

* Improved cattle gains per acre;

* Increased crop yields;

* Decreased inputs;

* Wildlife population improvements;
and

* Better resilience to weather extremes.

NRCS recently made several updates
to the program to help producers better
evaluate their conservation options and
the benefits to their operations and natu-
ral resources. New methods and software
for evaluating applications help produc-
ers see up front why they are or are not
meeting stewardship thresholds, and
allow them to pick practices and en-
hancements that work for their conserva-
tion objectives. These tools also enable
producers to see potential payment sce-
narios for conservation early in the
process.

Producers interested in CSP are rec-
ommended to contact their local USDA

adoption of cutting-edge technologies service center or visit
and new management techniques suchas w ww .nrcs.usda.gov/
precision agriculture applications, on-site ~ GetStarted.

m

||

FLATWORKS

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, LLC

James Rosckes, Glencoe

Manufacturing
Company

\r,._,rl--?_":.—-.' l n- r

s75.YEARS
" SEXPERIENCE

Serving the Agriculture’ * Commercial
and Farm Community! * Residential

Ll . i 2l ki ° °
Miller Manufacturing is proud Agrlcultural
to be a growing company
in McLeod County.
Join our team!
~ Open Positions Available

LI;ej;; ZHOT SHOT= ap@ poubleTyg

Ca" Today! 651-982-5100 1400 W. 13th Street, Glencoe MN 55336

www.miller-mfg.com

Our schedule
is filling fast!

Have a Spring project
planned please call
for a quote...

Office: (320) 864-5729  Cell:(612) 310-5729

www.FlatworksConcrete.com
Insured

4

ﬂ ﬁ‘l; fiﬁ JAl

IJIL li'.'lri'_lﬂll.;. Pl
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1 RCIS o

- o F 3 Bt Foia. wie

Get a higher level of crop revenue insurance protection on your corn or soybeans,
with the power of built-in flexibility in coverage level and price determination
options. Ask your RCIS agent about an RPowerD™ policy today.

Professional Insurance Providers

Contact Terry, Ron or Ben today!
Terry Jones Ron Molstad Ben Beckman
(320) 864-5581  (320) 864-1603  (320) 864-1602
Glencoe, MN

Sorme products not available in all states or counties. This is intended as a general description of certain types of insurance and services available to qualified customers provided solely for informational
purposes. Coverage is undenwritten in all states by Rural Community Insurance Company, Anoka, MN except in Montana where hail coverage is underwritten by Tri-County Farmers Mutual Insurance
Company, Malta, MT. Nothing herein should be construed as a solicitation, offer, advice, recommendation, or any other service with re jard to any type of insurance product or services. Your policy is the
Contract that specifically and %uy describes your coverage, terms and condlitions. The description of the policy provisions gives a brosd overviev o coverages and does not revise or amend the policy.
Coverage may vary by state. Coverages and rates are subject o individual insured meeting our underwiting qualifications and product availabilit in applicable states. RCIS is a registered trademark of
Rural Community Insurance Company. RCIC is an equal opportunity provider. © 2018 Rural Community Insurance Company. All rights reserved. 2017RC-083, November 2017

i

Concrete

ROCKHARD

Viasonry

« Footings - Steps « Driveways « Floors

« Patios - Foundations -« Repair « Tear Out
- Sidewalks . Basements « Exposed Aggregate

« Stamped & Colored Concrete

Free Estimates e
Owner: Ross Horstmann ¢ Silver Lake

320-327-2104 - Cell: 320-296-6061

L

Full Service Big Gain
Feed Dealer
Grain Bank Corn & Oats |
Grain Drying, Buying & Storing
* Custom Application & Spraying

e Liquid Fertilizer

Ag Sﬂecialists

320-238-2188
Plato

SOYBEAN ADVOCATES

We are the soybean’s biggest fans!

At NorthStar Genetics, we take pride in our vast network of seed
growers, we have tested our varieties in your area and we know we
have the right soybean variety and corn hybrid for your farm. Visit

our website to see our trial data map and to find
a dealer near you.

WHERE SEED SUCEEDS
www.northstargenetics.com

3

Wishing everyone a safe and successful planting season!

Lindeman Seed
320-510-0189

LINK W&

[ genity P
ROUNDUP READY 2 YIELD ""u__
SOYBEANS - SOVAEANS
SOYBEAN

# Agrisure SmartStax Roundup2 VrDoublepRo

Traite RIB COMPLETE) RECIMPLETE o RIB COMPLETE

—— EARN A ——
$50 REWARD CARD

on o $500 peuchaze of pny
combinatien of genuine Case IH
lubricants, coolasts, filbeds and
Flestpuard® all-mades filters.

Eam rewards on mainienance products during cur Spring Resdiness Sales Event.
Hurry [n—effer ends March 31, 2018,

CASE W

PARTS OPEN HOUSE

MARCH 5-17, 2018
ARNOLD’S

Kimball ‘Willmar Glencoe St. Martin
320-398-3800 = 320-235-4898 #* 3I20-864-5531 = 320-548-3285

Mankato Alden St Cloud
507-387-5515 # S507-B74-3400 & 320-251-2585
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Subsurface irrigation a breakthrough for 300-bu. Corn?

By Dick Hagen
Correspondent

Irrigation drip tape posi-
tioned 16 inches below soil
surface to spoon feed water
as needed to thirsty corn
roots just might be the an-
swer to 300 bushel corn!

A sub-surface irrigation
field day at the Alan and son
Brian Velde farm, Wood
Lake, this past fall teased
and challenged about 250
on lookers. Host farmer
Alan Velde explained, “T've
been farming this land my
whole career and I've been
harvesting from zero bushels
per acre on these and streaks
up to 220-240-bu/acre. So
I’'m just trying to level the
playing field.” The Velde’s
farm is just outside Renville
County in Yellow Medicine,
where there are numerous
soil types and topography is-
sues. Even a season of gen-
erous rains wouldn’t level
their playing field.

As any irrigator will tell
you, getting into irrigation
1sn’t cheap regardless the
system. A system that buries
the water delivery network
costs even more. The Veldes
are in a three-year study

with Minnesota Corn
Growers which compares
drip irrigation/fertigation
vs. conventional dryland
management on both yield
and nitrogen-use efliciency
in corn production.

The Veldes put 60 acres
divided into six zones into
this program. Within these
zones are three strips with
zero irrigation. Soil types
vary within these six zones.
Nitrogen and corn popula-
tion rates are also being
checked. So a generous
amount of planning and on-
going data accumulation are
very much part of this
unique program.

Alan Velde isn’t jumping
to conclusions...at least not
yet. “The emitter tapes were
mstalled into the ground in
carly April. Untl we go
through a couple of growing
seasons we won't really
know the economics of sub-
surface irrigation. ”

The emitter tapes are
spaced five feet apart. The
16-inch depth sounds shal-
low perhaps but Velde ex-
plains you want to position
the tapes where the majority
of your soil nutrients are lo-

Photo by Dick Hagen

Brian Velde and his two girls convey the difference
between corn grown with/without drip irrigation.

cated and also where corn
roots can quickly take ad-
vantage of the moisture pro-
vided by the tapes.

What's the history on
drip tapes? Drip tape was
invented in Israel years ago.
Currently a California firm

200 Oak Street, Danube

(320) §26-2525
www.minnwesthank.com

Contact Al Larson
for more information.

MINNWEST
BANK

FARM LOANS

DAIRYLAND SEED

Hoffman Seed
320- 579-0936-
Ask me about our
conventional seed!’

1s the only U.S. manufac-
turer. Sub-surface irrigation
has a long-time history in
‘high value’ vegetable crops
in California agriculture and
Texas. According to Velde,
Texas growers have over 30
years with the same emitter
tape in some fields. So once
in the ground it doesn’t
‘wear out’. And sub-zero
weather isn’t a threat to this
buried irrigation lines either.
Pre-harvest yield ‘guessti-
mates’ by corn irrigation
specialists showed some very
increasing possibilities for
this first year of sub-surface
checks at the Velde farm.
Zone 1 strips were estimated
to be 172 bu. yields in non-
irrigated versus 249 bu. in
irrigated...a 77-bu. advan-
tage! Zone 4 indicated 175
bu. versus 267 bu...a 92 bu.
bump! Zone 5 was meas-
ured at 195 bu. non-irri-
gated versus 252 bu. for
irrigated...a 57 bu. bump!
“We’ll have real data
when the combine rolls
through this fall. But even
with some occasional gener-
ous rains this season it looks
like the sub-surface system
will be providing a comfort-

able yield bump,” summed
up Alan Velde.

Water for this Velde proj-
ect was pumped from adja-
cent Yellow Medicine River
through an eight-inch PVC
pipe hitched to a pontoon
pump (250 gallon/minute)
and powered with a 10 hp
electric motor, single phase
service. Brian reported the
pump ran almost continu-
ously from July 4 to Aug 2
consuming about $500
worth of electricity.

The Veldes do both vari-
able rate pre-plant fertilizer
and corn populations based
on two-and-a-half-acre grid
soil sampling. Using a 12-row
JD planter, corn was planted
May 5 to an average of 38
thousand PPA shooting for a
final stand of 37K. Brian in-
dicated this is a flex-cared hy-
brid. So by eliminating water
as a limiting yield factor, this
hybrid should have a
stronger yield potential. If a
‘quick fix’ 1s needed nutrients
could be pumped through
the system for instant contact
with corn roots.

300 bushel corn?
Turn to page 12

* Operating Loans
* Livestock Loans
* Machinery Loans

* Real Estate Loans

Trizsha Kru

Member FDIC

BOS E.Lincoln Ave.
Olivia, Mk 56277

320-523-1114

www.lakeregionagency.com

For All Your Insurance Needs

M Or 4

|| ELECTRIC

{1} LT, AL
For all your

electrical needs!!

Good Oid Fashion Service!
Home - Farm

* Industrial and Commercial

Dan Smith
(320) 583-3412 (320) 492-6274

Greg Seidl
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300 bUSheI COrn?: Continued from page ;11

Besides starter fertilizer additional nitro-
gen was 60 Ibs. of 28 percent direct injec-
tion when corn was head high through
pollination period. And it could help control
field temps. Brian indicated sub-surface irri-
gation lowers corn plant temperatures on
sizzling hot days.

Ken Franzky, Agronomy Services Man-
ager, CENTROL, Marshall, said that until
corn 1s knee high, roots aren’t yet into SDI
(Sub-surface Drip Irrigation) soil area. He
also indicated less disease pressure with SDI
than with overhead sprinkler irrigation
which keeps corn plants damp most of the
day.

Subsurface irrigation permits high corn
populations too, which should mean more

Richard Sigurdson

Office Cell
320-523-2186 320-979-8326

yield. According to Franzky, with 0.5 Ib. ears
it takes 22,400 PPA to produce 200
bushel/ac. But 33,600 PPA will produce
300 bu/ac. And 44,800 PPA will get you
400 bu/ac. His point being that sub-surface
irrigation permits higher planting rates
without the risk of running ‘moisture short’
during the critical pollination period.

System costs: Velde indicated about $460
per acre to get everything up and running.
He mentioned $1500 per acre equipment
costs so they were pushing $2,000 per acre
for complete system. Yes, the system could
do more than 60 acres but additional emit-
ter pipe would keep costs per acre about the
same.

Willmar
Aerial
_ Spraying, Inc.

P.O.Box 169
Olivia, MN 56277

4 STEVE'S

HeATIiNG
& A/C

Licensed & Bonded Mechanical & Plumbing Contractors
Conventional, Geothermal Heating/Cooling, In Floor Heating
We can handle all your
Residential, Agricultural, & Commercial needs!
2 E Park Ave, Renville o 320-329-3663

FIND ﬁffﬁw ROADS

J

From the field to the road, and everything in-between,
we’ve got you covered..

--"q"

WHATEVER YOUR FARM OR BUSINESS LENDING NEEDS

HomeT own Bank is Here to Help

Working Capital | Lines of Credit | Machinery & Equipment | Real Estate

JEREMY FRANK
BIL SCHMITZ
DAN EDWARDS

NMLS #417544
NMLS #1159153
NMLS #1101813

Call 320-523-2040
1115 W. Lincoln Avenue, Olivia, MN 56277

e Home to HomeTou

HOMETOWN BANK

Olivia Branch

a Different Way to Bank
Visit Online htbmn.com | £ @ FDi€ C)

FARM EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

March 2018

EQUIPMENT
AUCTION

March 14, 2018

! Go 1o Our WessiTe For FuLL LisTiNg.

WEST CENTRAL MINNESOTA'S LARGEST CONSIGNMENT PROGRAMS
Put our of experience to work for you!
CALL ZIELSDORF AUCTION TEAM!

Office: ¥20-843-1008 — Bob's Cell ¥30-7
Bradts Coll 320-287-05%001 — Bra

www.zielsdorfauctions.com

320-843-3003

et P, il 107, L0 - 2000 ALCTHEINEERS. & CLERE
e i, 48 e 0, 120 BE0- 01
Beadl i b, R Thrticenf Aaction & Real Fase Servioe

el T, s Blamagee 15 Bed 5 W = B, e 56115
e bt i, il ikl D, 001503 Dfeer LA0-B43- 550

Farm Equipment & Real Estate Specialist

ATCTLON &
IEROA L. ORI AT IS
BERVICES

IELSDOR

JZ0-843F-3003

. If we don’t have it, we can get it.

ENyE

WWW.HANDLMOTORS.COM | 800-890-8328 E’%

HWY 212 RENV ILLE

MN ol
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Grant funding available for specialty crops

The Minnesota Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) is accepting applications for
Specialty Crop Grants to help improve
the competitiveness of Minnesota’s spe-
cialty crops through research, education
and market development. Applications
are due by 4 p.m. CDT on March 15,
2018.

JERRY
SCHARPE, LTD

712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation

&  Business, Farm, Persond,  |&
&3] Estate & Gift Returns -
“{Monthly Accounting, Payroll |«
M & Financial Statements i"ll'

Jerry Scharpe, (PA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434
Serving clients since 1971

r = ~ [~
15% OFF

| Storewide On Any
I Footwear Purchase

I ON ANY REG. PRICE FOOTWEAR
Not valid with other offers.
I Expires 4/14/18

¢ Redwing ¢ New Balance
¢ Dansko o Clark

* Keen © Hush
* SAS Puppies

* Rockport
¢ Powerstep
Orthotics
 Florsheim

r
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1959
| Downtown Hutchinson

320-587-8356

Gavin, Donley & Ostlund Ltd.

Glencoe’s Local Attorneys
* Accidents & Death Cases ® Divorce
* Real Estate © Estate Planning
* Custody ® Support ® Probate ® Trials

* Bankruptcy
¢ Juvenile e DWI La Wye LSE
%fgf;‘;t;s Michael M. Gavin
» Personal Injury Amber R. Donley
Mark W. Ostlund
Caleb C. Rannow

* Litigation
* Workers Comp
Kenneth G. Janssen

¢ Criminal Matters

www.goslawﬁrnl .Com

320-864-5142

1017 Hennepin Ave. N
Glencoe, MN 55336

The Mcleod
County Chronicle
&
Renville County
Register

The United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) defines specialty crops
as fruits and vegetables, dried fruits, tree
nuts, horticulture and nursery crops, in-
cluding floriculture. Eligible projects
may include maple syrup, turf grass and
even processed products. The USDA
provides funding for these grants
through the Farm Bill.

Non-profit organizations, producer or-
ganizations, government agencies, uni-
versities and other agricultural groups in-
volved in specialty crop research and
market development are encouraged to
apply.

Applications will be reviewed, scored,
selected and notified in April 2018. The
earliest anticipated project start date is

Nov. 1, 2018. Projects may take up to 2/
years to complete and funding can range
from $10,000 to $100,000.

For more information, including the
online application, funding priorities and
a list of previously funded proposals,
visit www.mda.state.mn.us/grants/grants/
specialty.

0\101‘3"5 Shee

MARKET LAMBS / WETHER DAMS / BREEDING STOCK

e

e ol e

Champion Wether Dam,
Supreme Champion EWE

Sibley County 4H,

Virgil ® Lynn
Glencoe, Minnesota
320-864-4453

lnms@embargmail.com

Shown by
Jordan Mueller

11th place FFA Show MN State Fair

W%ereder
WE'LL'G

ouwr

att, lead,
R

Champion Market Lamb
Sibley County 4H - 2017

OW WITH YOU.

We're Compeer Financial.™

Three Farm Credit organizations have united to strengthen our
commitment to the agricultural community. We have combined our
resources, knowledge and expertise to champion the hopes and
dreams of rural America like never before. Let’s get started with yours.

Lee Broderius, Financial Officer

(320) 894-8251

all

&

1" FARM CREDIT SERVICES

A: AgStar

Financial Services,aca

Badgerland

FINAN crat

COMPCE

FINAN

ER
LA L

COMPEER.COM

1st Farm Credit Services, Badgerland Financial, AgStar Financial Services and Compeer Financial are trademarks of Compeer Financial, ACA. Compeer

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2017 All rights reserved.
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Turn to K&S Millwrights for all your Millwright Products & ervices

Products Available Services Available
Material Handling Equipment Complete Site Design  Crane & Boom Truck Portable Welding
& Set Up Service with Installation & Repairs

Grain Storage Equipment certified operators

) New Construction Steel Building
Used Equipment & Repair 24 Hour Repair Construction
Grain Handling Equipment Excavation Grain Bin Erection Local Hardward Store
Grain Support Structure SRR Fuel Containment
Grain Leg System

Air Transfer System Steel-Retail Supply

Installation & Repairs Unload Systems

Grain Dryer Installation & Parts

Installation & Repairs Special Equipment

Preventive & Parts Fabrication

Maintenance Programs .
J Parts Supplier

Gear Box Rebuilding

K&S

MILLWRIGHTS

Dump Pits

GRAIN STORAGE
SITE DESIGN
REPAIR & NEW
CONSTRUCTION
24 HR SERVICE

Buffalo Lake, Minnesota

(320) 833-2228

www.ksmillwrights.com
CRANE SERVICE

— 24 HR REPAIR SERVICE - 30,000 sq ft

of Inventory

20+ Years Strong — SINCE 1994 on the Floor

Professional / Product Knowledge / Dedication To Service

Parts Inventory
for you
Do-It-Yourselfers

85216
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KAHNKE BROLHERS

HREEFEARIVI

Spring Tree & Shrub Auction
by Fahey Sales Agency, Inc.
May 19th » bidding begins at9:30 AM

Evergreen Quantity Discounts Available |

Buy & or more Spruces & Pines and save!

On Tra><

Truck Repair

S20-85264d4-4357
2735 12™ ST., GLENCOE

E-mail: connielk@kahnkefarm.com to leam more.

mana Btml& Road = Plato, MN = (320) 238-2572
. Hmirr.l more info at kahnkefarm.com

" OPEN én:runmvs- May—Nov. - BAM—3PM

NAPA's Farm & Truck
Heavy Duty Filter Sale

March 1-15, 2018

Bring in your order early and we will have it

On-Site Repairs Available

QUALITY AND EXPERIENCE
THAT YOU CAN TRUST

LG ~ MPS
Mycogen ~ Stine
Corn ~ Soybeans ~ Oats ~ Wheat ~ Barley
| Alfalfa ~ Forage/Pasture Mixes ~ Lawn Seed

Thalmann Seeds Inc.

Plato, MN - (320] 238-218%

BEAI]Y FIIII PII}I(-llI’ IN MAIIBII

.-FT"F'-'

NAPA Auto & Truck Parts of Glencoe
910 10th Street, E., Glencoe ® 320-864-5525

P NAPA Auto & Truck Parts of Gaylord
Jefferson Ave., E., Gaylord ¢ 507-237-2465

Winthrop Auto Supply
Hwy. 19 E. Winthrop ¢ 507-647-2550

www.napastargroup.com

910 E. 10" St.

Glencoe * 320-864-5525
www.napastargroup.com

HOURS: M-F 7:30 am-8 pm; Sat. 7:30 am-5 pm; Sun. 9 am-3 pm

Grow With Us!
D A . A A > 11 N
LikeRAMon
facebook . necia
[ wi,,:
e *"‘

L]

Call Now for RAM Days Pricing! |

320-485-2844
e 000-710-4726

m www.rambuildings.com

Specializing in Post Frame and Steel Frame Buildings

Bulldlngs Inc.

Agricultural * Equestrian ¢ Storage « Commercial * Residential * Hangars
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Ready for the Growing Season?

Now is the Time to Get Crop Protection Plans in Place

Crop insurance through MidCountry Ag Services can help when your crop fails to thrive.
Our ADM Crop Insurance Partner presents multiple options for multi peril and hail
protection, ensuring that you find the plan that’s right for your business. Protect your
livelihood and gain peace of mind as the growing season approaches.

MIDCOUNTRY AG SERVICES INCLUDE: MIDCOUNTRY AG SERVICES CONTACTS:

* Lending (RFA- and FSA-approved lenders) Payton Maiers & Darla Samuelson
* Operating ¢ Machinery ¢ Real Estate 320-234-5490
* Insurance
* Crop * Property & Casualty Chris Hunter
« Risk management Insurance Manager
BANK @ Member
www.MidCountryBank.com/Ag S FDIC
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Simply Shrimp walking a tightrope

By Dick Hagen
Correspondent

After being an 80-cow dairy
farmer for several years, Paul
Dambhof got on a new learning
binge in July 2016. He did a re-
make of his former calf barn in
Blomkest and is now custodian of
a facility filled with 17 circular
tanks housing thousands of
shrimp in 86° degree water.

“It makes for a wonderful
working environment in the win-
ter when the outside temperature
if 6 degrees and a -18 degrees
wind chill,” grinned Damhof.

Yes, after a lifetime of learning
the ‘do’s and don’ts’ of dairy pro-
duction, Paul Damhof became a
shrimp farmer. And because he’s
one of only five shrimp farmers
in the state (at this stage) ‘shrimp
talk” at the local coffee shop is
non-existent. So Damhof has
been on a steep ‘teach myself”
learning curve. When interviewed
Jan. 9 at his former dairy farm
which now sports the inviting
name of Simply Shrimp, Paul
simply commented, “It’s a
tightrope to walk.”

Simply Shrimp geared up to
take delivery on 33,000 ‘baby
shrimp’ each month. But hurri-
canes last fall in Houston area
and the Florida keys temporarily

shut down two hatcheries. He’s
looking at a Hawaiian source as a
possible new provider.

Rate of gain on these little

OLIVIA MACHINE SHOP, INC

South on Hwy 71 Olivia, MN

Ph: (320) 523-1681

* Roller Chain & Sprockets

* Welding Supplies

* Hyrdraulic Adapters

+ PVC Plastic Pipe & Fittings
* Log Chain, Hooks & Binders
* Welding & Repair

« Steel

* Bearings

+ PTO Components
* Torches & Tanks

* Pipe Fittings

+ Cable

* Hydraulic Hoses & Adapters — Steel

» Jonsered Chainsaw & — Stainless Steel
Trimmer/Brush Cutters — Aluminum

* Bolts — By the Pound — Portable Welding

creatures? It takes 120 to 140
days from start to finish which
Dambhof said, “Directly depends
upon management of the water

* Service Since 1956 *

Photo by Dick Hagen

Paul Damhof, Blomkest, stands amidst 17 circular tanks housing thousands of shrimp that he now raises instead of dairy cattle.

which determines how hard you
can push the feed. We have har-
vested shrimp as early as 90
days.”

Shrimp
Turn to page 18

i i b
Flora Mutual Ins. Co.

PO Box 368 - Danube, MN 56230
888-826-2670 or 320-826-2374

* We provide you with all your farm
Ca“ for an & home insurance needs
agency * Serving 13 counties for
v more than 120 years
near you° * 20 agencies in a 50 mile radius

Eldon Fluck (Manager) + Norma Monson (Office Assistant)

Grain Systems

Your Complete Systems Manufacturer.

P i e

One Source for All Your Equipment Needs.

Farm & Commercial Storage Bins, Grain Hopper Tanks, Grain Dryers,
Top Dry Systems, Galvanized Fans & Heaters, Floors & Supports,
Bucket Elevators & Chain Conveyors,

Pro Equipment Sales

West Highway 212 & 71 ¢ Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-5050

www.proequipmentsales.com

Buying your Farm Scrap

Scrap Iron, Tin, Wire, Cars, Trucks, Combines, Tractors
ANY FARM EQUIPMENT
Also...Aluminum Cans, Copper, Brass,
Aluminum, Radiators, Electric Motors,
Batteries
ALMOST EVERYTHING! £

Nelson's Salvage and Towing, Inc.

30806 360th St. Charles W. Nelson

Redwood Falls, MN 1-507-641-3061

Monday thru Friday 8-6 - Saturday 8-Noon
Running Late}LJust Give a Call!
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Sh rimp: goal is to produce the best tasting, freshest, highest quality shrimp possible continued from page 17

Daily water samples from every tank
are tested for 11 different things. He em-
phasized, “It’s all about managing water.
If you do it correctly the shrimp will come
along naturally. If you don’t have good
quality water the shrimp simply won’t
make it. Ammonia and nitrite levels are
two primary issues. I also check water
temperature, salinity, dissolved oxygen,
total dissolved solids, pH, carbon dioxide,
alkalinity, nitrates and settable solids. As
you might imagine, oxygen levels are criti-
cal.”

“Our goal 1s zero water discharge so we
simply reuse the water. The older the
water, the more mature the water is and
that produces better feed efficiency, faster

rate of gain and easier management. Our
water 1s now 10 months old and has done
a 180° change from when we started last
March.”

Even as a dairy farmer has ups and
downs so to the scenario with shrimp. But
he’s pleased survivability is better than ini-
tially expected, pushing into the high 90s.
Even so he’s wanting to try a different ge-
netic line for shrimp. “If you don’t try,
you’ll never know what’s out there.”

Yes, government gets involved in
shrimp farming too. “Every new batch of
shrimp we get has to be pre-approved by
the DNR. I've gotten to know some of the
DNR people and they’re fine people to
work with.”

Marcus Well

Drilling, Inc.

* Well Drilling * Well Sealing
* Pump Repair * Water Lines
* Constant Pressure Systems

Farm and Residential

320'32”9'3319

320-329-3562
Renville, MN

Professional & Experienced Staff

Photo by Dick Hagen

Larkin Tree Care &

Landscaping, Inc.

o <Tree & Shrub
%y Trimming &

" Removal

7 *Stump Grinding

*Landscape

-Desngnllnstallatlon

/. *Pavers, Retaining

£ . Walls

Insured - Licensed
Doug Larkin Christa Larkin
Arborist Designer

(320) 329-3855
Renville, MN

Obviously rearing that ‘first batch’ of
shrimp was an intense learning process.
And if you grow them you’ve got to mar-
ket them also. However Damhof doesn’t
haul his ‘market ready’ shrimp to an area
sea food facility. Instead he sells direct to
customers who drive into the yard,
prompted by a colorful Shrimp roadside
sign along busy U.S. Highway 71 about
right miles south of Willmar.

“We’ve had customers from 100-150
miles away so it’s been amazing the word-
of-mouth success we are enjoying. Our
price is $20/pound. We sell 20-22
shrimp/lb.. Our average order is two to
four Ibs. We can provide any shrimp
count. My goal is to raise the best tasting,

Automotive,
Agricultural,
Industrial

Aufto
Value

Farts Stores
Auto Value Parts
620 Highway Avenue
Bird Island, MN
320-365-3781
Stop in for our FILTER SALE!
March 20th through 30th

the freshest, highest quality shrimp that I
possibly can. You only have one opportu-
nity to make a first impression. I want to
give our customers the best impression
that I possibly can.”

Dambhof is excited about this new fu-
ture for his family (wife April and three
teen agers). But he recognizes it’s a very
demanding new industry for Minnesota
agriculture. “Patience 1s a high priority
and some failures are inevitable. So the
willingness to pick yourself back up is key
to your future. However, meeting new cus-
tomers every day is the joy and reward of
our new business,” he said.

For info: call 320-979-1440. Or visit:
damhofl@usa.com

Mallak Trocking Inc,

Stepdecks ¢ Dry Vans
* Hopper Bottoms

36334 US Hwy 212
Olivia, MN 56277
320-523-5029

GN Tandem Dual

Flatbed Trailers
Check Our Prices Before You Buy!

25°,28°,32°,36’ & 40°
in Stock
Stock, Horse, Dump, Cargo,
Flatbed, Boots, Western Wear

DAHLBERG BOOT & TRAILER SALES
E. Hwy. 12 Willmar « 320-235-4180

Join the crowd

Huseby Insurance
Agency

Jeff Huseby

Farm, Fire, Wind,
Liability, Hail,
Multi Peril, Auto,
Commerical

Sacred Heart
320-765-2909 =

T'Mlll-"‘

Joe O. Carlson

Senior Agricultural Lender

Telephone 320-584-5522 | Fax 320-584-8385
Cell 320-894-7231 | Direct Fax 320-826-2326

joe@pinecountrybank.com

,f\

412 Hwy. 10 N., PO Box 25
Royalton, MN 56373
www.pinecountrybank.com

L NDnn

< PineCountryBank~ .5

High yield potential and best weigh
Semidwar! height; goad strav stréngth
= Midiwm early maturity

= [lad-low protein @m
* Very good doease packags
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3 Ways Consumers Benefit from the Farm Bili

By Shiloh Perry farm bill also includes conservation pro-
grams that provide support for protecting

With 2018 upon us, there are many pub-  wetlands, enhancing wildlife and reducing
lic policy priorities Americans want to see  soil erosion. Approximately $5 billion is
accomplished in the new year. The devel- allotted each year to support USDA con-
opment and passage of a 2018 farm bill is servation efforts built upon a long-stand-
at the top of the list for agriculture. As the  ing partnership with America’s farmers
major piece of agricultural legislation, the and ranchers.
farm bill is vital to everyone involved in

the industry. It provides a safety net for The 2018 farm bill will shape our na-
agricultural businesses, encourages inno- tion’s food supply for the next five years.
vation in production practices and pro- With its draft expected by spring, now is
motes prosperity in rural communities. the time to learn more.

But America’s farmers and ranchers are AFBF Farm Bill Resources

not the only ones that benefit from the
farm bill. Covering everything from com-
modities and trade to energy and exten-
sion, agriculture’s biggest legislation ben-
efits all consumers in three major ways.

Sl |MAGINE WHAT ELSE
S YOU MIGHT DO.

their food is made. Thanks to U.S. agri- ’ g I
culture, Americans can choose from a va- ’ \h 11
I

riety of safe and nutritious food products,
based on their preferences and needs. The
farm bill helps guarantee continued access
to the array of affordable food we all are
accustomed to and enjoy. Through provi-
sions that promote trade, market competi-
tion and quality assurance, the farm bill
not only ensures an abundant food supply,
but one that is safe and affordable too.

2. The farm bill provides nutrition as-
sistance for those who need it.

All Americans should enjoy access to

affordable, healthy food, but that access B U I LDI N G DR E AM S

can be strained for families living from
paycheck to paycheck. The farm bill helps POW E R E D LOCALLY.
bridge that gap with nutrition assistance
programs that help provide assistance for
low-income families and healthy foods to
low-income children and seniors. The
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram is a way for Americans to stretch
their food budget and buy ingredients for
healthy and hearty meals. No one knows
better than the American farmer and
rancher that a good day starts with a good
meal, and with the farm bill’s nutrition

programs, agriculture helps ensure that ””By Iﬂ pmsrtn /
those in need have access to healthy ® : &ﬂ‘s

meals throughout the day. SOY-ENHANCED PREMIUM DIESEL

3. The farm bill helps us conserve You work hard for your family and for your farm. But, even the best-laid plans can grind to a

our natural resources and improve the halt with unexpected equipment failure. You know you can rely on the proven additive package
environment. in Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster® premium diesel fuel to improve your bottom line by helping
you lower maintenance costs, reduce downtime and increase fuel economy. We know how
Conservation is a shared priority for valuable your time is. Let us help you make the most of it. Learn more about our top-of-the-line
consumers and farmers and ranchers alike. premium diesel and our Cenex Total Protection Plan® with coverage up to 10 years or 10,000

We all want to leave our land better than hours at cenex.com/rubyfieldmaster, or contact your local distributor below.

we found it for future generations. That’s

why agriculture uses cutting-edge innova- @@pb 60 ‘{{%

tion and technology to reduce our envi- /7‘5_ Glencoe CO'Op Assn.
ronmental impact .and protec.t our natural l.\-:\_‘ GCH -__.g- Mueller S aleS & SeI‘Vice
resources. Protecting our nation’s farms ) "

and ranches goes hand-in-hand with pro- 330 E. 10" St., Glencoe * 320-864-5561

¥ © 2017 CHS Inc

tecting greenspace across the land. The
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ng You for 149 Years!

Property Insurance for
Farm * Business * Home

Young America Mutual Insurance Co.
615 West 13th St., Glencoe, MN 55336-1000
320-864-3069 - Connie Jaskowiak, Manager
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

iy,

KEN'S
EXCAVATING

S1TE PREP &
BASEMENTS

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

®

INSURE CAREFULLY,
DREAM FEARLESSLY.

John Decker Agency
1006 Greeley Ave N
Glencoe, MN 55336

(320) 864-5548
Glencoe, MN 55336

e building?

Need a barn or stora

From a small shop to a
large machine shed, we
can custom build your
post-frame building

to your exact needs and
budget!

Built tough... for the North land!

Sales Consultant
Darin Zanke, New Ulm

1-800-736-4510

www.northlandbuildings.com Builton yourlevel site. MN Lic #3C048615

Buildingﬁ )

Inc.

The Leader in Custom Built Buildings

Don’t Know Where
Your Property Lines Are?
Buying or Selling Real Estate?

THEN YOU NEED THE HELP
OF A LAND SURVEYOR
SIBLEY SURVEYORS, INC.

Registered Land Surveyors
Avery Grochow - Gaylord, MN

(507) 237-5212

Advertise in one of our
Special Sections:

— Tools of the Trade
— Professional Directory
— Wedding Directory
— Sig Pages
— Special Pages

McLeod County
Chronicle /

Glencoe Advertiser
716 E. 10* St. « PO Box 188
Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-5518
glencoenews.com

SAVE INSTANTLY WHEN YOU
BUY TWO OR MORE

$25 off Destination Farm™ and
Destination Turf™ radial tires**

$100 off on all eligible radial and bias
tires**

$200 off on select AD2™*
radial tires**

Offer February 1, 2018, through April 30, 2018. Save
on your favorite Firestone Ag tires — available only
at our Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealers.

&>
—
=
L —
e —
e
[
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[ —
e
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| —
" —

Sam’s Tire Service
719 Chandler * Glencoe
(320) 864-3615

Visit our website at www.samstire.net

*Advanced Deflection Design (AD2)

**CONSUMER: Coupon code may be redeemed for $25 off the purchase of any Destination Farm™and Destination Turf™ Radial Tires; OR $100 off eligible Radial
and Bias Tires; OR $200 off select AD2™Radial Tires (excluding DF and DT). Qualifying purchase must be made between February 1, 2018 and April 30, 2018 from
any Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer. To locate the nearest Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer, go to FirestoneAg.com and click on “Find A Dealer". Foracomplete
list of eligible tires, visit FirestoneAg.com or see your Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer. Valid in U.S. only. Retail customers only (excluding implement dealers,
commercial fleet, fleet and group purchases, original equipment changeovers and adjustment and warranty claims). Must be 18 or older at time of purchase. Not
to be combined with any other Bridgestone, Firestone or Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer offer and not to be used to reduce outstanding debt. Coupon code has
no cash value. The discount is on pre-tax price qualifying sales. Customer pays any sales (or other) tax. Discount given at the time of purchase. Minimum purchase
of two (2) eligible Firestone Ag tires required; maximum purchase of 16 eligible Firestone Ag tires. Maximum savings of $3200 per coupon code. Coupon code
notvalid on returns, exchanges, rain checks or prior purchases. Limit one (1) coupon code per qualifying purchase transaction. Coupon code void if copied, altered,
transferred, sold/ purchased, irregular or defective. Void where prohibited or restricted by law.
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Contact DCCU For All
Your Lending Needs.

pmen L JAW/SON. ..o

Boyd Cw (j {:‘} l’) 208 N Main St
n | ] .
A8 FTN Renville
320-329-3152
— " www.dawsonco-opcu.com

== (CREDITUNION

BUILT STRONGER.
LOOKS BETTER. LASTS LONGER.

RESIDENTIAL | FARM | EQUESTRIAN | COMMERCIAL | COMMUNITY | REPAIRS

When you build with Morton, you build something 507-644-3527 * Redwood Falls, MN
that lasts. A Morton stands the test of time— 763-295-3939 ¢ Monticello, MN
we’ve been at this for more than 110 years after all.

What got us here is simple: our materials, our MORTON

people and a warranty that beats all others. BU".DINGS

mortonbuildings.com
©2017 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses. Ref Code 043
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Stay Connected While in the Field and Increase your
Range with The New Digital Technology

KENWOOD NEXEDGE

AUTHORIZED DEALER

35473 US Hwy 212 OllVla
320-523- 5682

- 426 1* Ave. SE, Hutchinson
| 320-587-9656
HUTCH@TWOWAYMN.COM

JACK@TWOWAYMN.COM
T r"-:‘_'a-‘: P =T, & -_‘_._'r_r__ ﬁ" -_-J::h_ - .-l-— :
WWW TWOWAYMN COM _

IEEEE S15¢ They are some of the best
enﬂrnnmentaﬂsts around.”
= |lke Skelton

.-

Agriculture

See us today at any of our 12 locations to serve you

SECURITY BANK
& TRUST CO.

www.Security-Banks.com

The Mid-County Agronomy Team

Serving you, our customer with:

* Crop Protection

* Nutrient Management
* Crop Consulting

* Grid Sampling

* Turfs & Pasture Management

* Custom Anhydrous Application
*Yield Mapping

* Plant Food, Anhydrous,

Mid-County

z iw www.midcountycoop.com

Al of your ¢
AERIAL AF’F’LIEATII:INS
with the Mid-County Copter_

ﬂ,,,,‘_‘

o

Insecticide, fungicide aerial spray

(952) 466-3730
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McLain ready to help with feedlots, septlc

By Lori Copler
Editor

Jacob McLain has joined the McLeod
County staff as an environmental techni-
cian specializing in feedlots and sub-sur-
face treatment systems (SSTS).

The county had been looking for some-
one to fill the position after the retirement
of longtime county environmentalist
Roger Berggren and the resignation of the
assistant, who moved on to another posi-
tion.

McLain is a native of Hutchinson who
now lives in Glencoe with his wife. He at-
tended Minnesota State University —
Mankato for two years, then went on to
Bemidji, earning a degree in environmen-
tal science with an emphasis in toxology,
which studies how toxins move through
various environmental systems.

McLain had been employed at county’s
household hazardous waste facility, but
said that the environmental technician job
was more suited to his skills.

“It’s more in keeping with my degree
and education,’ said McLain.

McLain is currently working toward be-
coming certified for inspecting septic sys-
tems and is attending a series of classes.
He also is working to get education on
regulations pertaining to both septic sys-
tems and feedlots.

“I’m still pretty much trying to get
caught up to speed,’ said McLain.

Once he achieves his certification, he’ll
be able to help county residents with their
septic systems and farmers with their
feedlots. He’ll be helping inspect and
monitor the installation of septic systems,
and manage the loan system for imple-
mentation.

So far, he has enjoyed the position,
McLain said.

“I really enjoy it here,” said McLain.
“It’s good to have the SWCD (Soil and
Water Conservation District) group here.
Everyone is really friendly and happy to
help out.”

McLain’s contact information is 320-
864-1226, or jacob.mclain@co.mcleod.
mn.us.

Need to Get Your Message Out?
WE CAN HELP! GET IDEAS AT

www.[IlcPubDesigns.com
Or call us TODAY at 320-864-5518
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Photo by Lori Copler
Jacob McLain has joined the McLeod County planning, zoning and envi-

ronmental staff as a specialist in feedlots and septic systems.

Your Complete Farm & Home Store
e Paint & Supplies F“ Call To Rent

* Farm Supplies LEET supry BRLETIEIIEE

e Carharit _ o Skid Steer
—— s

¢ Power Tools ¢ Genie Lifts

e Sporting Goods e Concrete Saws

AG SCENE

¢ Automotive
¢ Farm Gates &
Feeders

¢ Demo Hammers
AND MUCH MORE!

Valuable Coupon * Glencoe Fleet Supply

e Pet Supplies
e Animal Feed
e Electrical Supplies
¢ Plumbing Supplies

¢ Toys

* Housewares

e Clothing & Boots
¢ Propane

e Fishing licenses

Dokt

Any purchase of *20.
Expiration: 3/25/2018.

*Coupon excludes hunting & fishing licenses, twine, and sale items.
Cannot be combined with any other coupons/offers. See store for any additional exclusions.

FLEET
SUPPLY

www.fleetsupplymn.com

GLENCOE

Hwy 212, 3105 10" St. E.
320-864-4304

Mon.—Fri. 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-
6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Come see us
for all your
Insurance

needs.

Anderson Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Larry Anderson, Agent
806 10th StE
Glencoe, MN 55336
Bus: 320-864-5515

BEHIND EVERY PROJECTISA

EWWMWW

o StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

1201779
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AgCountry Farm Credit Services provides operating
loans, rural home loans, real estate financing and
equipment loans and leases as well as services for
tax planning and preparation, farm accounting,
appraisal, crop insurance and succession and
retirement planning.

HERE TO
HELP YOU
GROW

Olivia, MN
320-523-1216
or 800-450-1216

i 0 I b
<> gCountry

www.agcountry.com e Follow us on social media [ W/

Diversify your Farm
‘with Navy Beans

Contact our Olivia Plant
for Navy Bean Seed &
Contract Information.

Robb Zenk

AD M 320-523-1637

NEW NAUIE, SAuIE LOCATION!

HELLER GROUP LAND CO. of Olivia offers real
estate services of land auctions, land sales,
exchanges, buyer brokerage, & farm property
management. You will find us offering our
same committed services to our clients.
HELLER GROUP LAND CO. -- where you have
COMPETENCE with INTEGRITY.

Stop in & see us. We can be found at the same
location we have been since 2009, which is in
the Triad/Thurston Building across the street
from HomeTown Bank on Hwy. 71 south, Olivia.

Roger Heller
320-522-1040
rheller3 | @yahoo.com

Pat Keltgen,
320-522-1488
pkheller@yahoo.com

Roger Heller, Gary Hotovec & Patricia Keltgen,
owners of Heller Group, will help you with your
farm real estate needs.

Gary Hotovec,
612-202-5090
ghotovec44@gmail.com

Call or e-mail us for a free consultation about your farm.

Specializing in Farmiand Auvctions, Soles,

HELLER GROUP

LA N D Exchanges, Buyer Representation ond
- - i = Management
ibind Olivia Office: (320) 523-1050

P.0. Box 26 1302 West DePue Ave.
Olivia, MM 56277

www.hellergru-upla ndsales.com

Hi!

7'm Ben Hillesheim at First
Security Bank. T've been
ﬁe[joing farmers with their
ﬁnances for over 30 years.

7 understand the farmer’s
needs and would be ﬁa]ojoy to
discuss the needs of your
farming (yoemtion with you.
Whether it is for 0 emting,
equi}ament, or reaﬁsmte
loans, First Security Bank
has the experience and the
comyetitive rates to ﬁeﬁo you.

Ben Hillesheim

FirsT SECURITY BANK

Renville  320-329-8373
www.firstsecuritybanks.com

=)
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FDIC
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Local Buffer Ordinancep3
Subsurface lrrigation p.11

Simply Shrimp
Walking a Tight Rope ;.7
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A special supplement to The Renville County Shopper & The Glencoe Advertiser
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Get your farm ready
for Spring
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Minnesota
GROWERS ASSOCIATION
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Committed to protecting our resources.

Nearly all Minnesota farms are family-owned and most have been part of those families for
generations. While times and technology have changed, today’s corn and soybean farmers
have stay committed to protecting our water and soil resources while producing a healthy,
safe product.

Find out more about what Minnesota corn and soybean farmers are doing today to ensure a
healthy, safe and productive environment for years to come.

Visit mnsoybean.org or mncorn.org.
Brought to you by McLeod County and Nicollet/Sibley County Corn & Soybean Growers and their checkoffs.

117 Professional Land Surveyors
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Hope that ag can return to stability, growth

By Lori Copler
Editor
ike Pearson, a commentator on
Mag issues from Iowa, has hope
that the agricultural economy
can return to the stability and growth that
it saw in the 1950s.

Pearson, who hosts a podcast for Ag
News Daily and is the former host of ITowa
Public Television’s Market to Market
weekly television show, was the guest
speaker Saturday night for the McLeod
County Corn & Soybean Growers annual
meeting and banquet.

Pearson’s message of a widening mar-
ket for crops was welcome new for farm-
ers and crop producers, who saw their net
farm income drop by 50 percent in recent
years, the worst drop since the Great De-
pression.

“We’ve already seen that commodity
prices have stopped dropping,” said Pear-
son, who noted that prices the past couple
of years have been the lowest in decades.

Looking back in history, Pearson noted
that the farm economy has a “downward
bounce” about every 30 years. An excep-
tion to that was the 1950s, when mecha-
nization after World War II changed farm-
ing dramatically. Pearson noted that more
tractors were sold between 1950 and 1955
than from 1956 through 2016.

Some trends that bode well for the fu-
ture include the fact that people eat out
more — and not just fast food (which has
“exploded” according to Pearson), but
meals at nice restaurants. In fact, people
spend more at restaurants than at grocery
stores. Pearson noted that when meat

Cammerelal

Residential

prices, especially beef, spiked to all-time
highs in 2014, people still went out to eat
steak — and paid the high prices for it.

“We were just starting to recover from
the Great Recession,” said Pearson. “Peo-
ple couldn’t go on vacation or buy big-
ticket items, but they could splurge on a
steak.”

And the fact is, Pearson added, is that
people are still willing to pay high prices
for meat.

“Beef has become a premium product,”
he said.

And the economy is recovering from
the Great Recession of the late 2000s not
just in the U.S., but globally, as was indi-
cated at the recent economic summit in
Switzerland.

“There has been a synchronized recov-
ery,” said Pearson. The value of the dollar
has dropped overseas while the value of
foreign currency has come up, which
means foreign countries more readily can
buy U.S. products.

And farmers in foreign countries are
starting to get into the meat market, in-
cluding beef, poultry and pork, which cre-
ates more of a demand for feed.

“Feed grains are going to go back to
being feed grains,” said Pearson, although
he noted that the ag industry had done a
good job of introducing new end-uses for
crops, such as bio-diesel fuel, ethanol and
other products.

“The real expansion is in the developing
world,” said Pearson. “We’re looking at
adding livestock production at a pace
we’ve never seen before.”

The real explosion for U.S. ag products

EXC’AVAT/A/
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Mike Pearson, an ag commentator from lowa, pointed to some global
trends that are a harbinger for a rebounding farm economy. He spoke at
the McLeod County Corn & Soybean Growers annual banquet at the end of

January.

will be in Southeast Asia. Meat consump-
tion there is expected to grow 42 percent
in the next 10 years, “and they re going to

The best thing the ag community can
do, Pearson said, is to promote the efforts
it is making to conserve water and

need our ethanol to help clean up their
air,” said Pearson.

But Pearson said the future of agricul-
ture will not be without challenges. In par-
ticular, the availability and quality of
water is going to be an issue.

perserve its quality.

“Tell your story, what you’re doing on
the farm,” said Pearson. “We’ve got to
control the narrative on this, because the
reality is that most people just don’t un-
derstand agriculture.”

Do you have a financial PLAN?*

We’re more than just tax preparers.
WE GIVE ADVICE!

Let the local professionals - Kevin, Tim, Chip,
Mona and Steph - help you with your life’s issues.

Anyone can manage your money*
- We help manage AND plan your financial life.

Service Areas Include: Accounting ¢ Tax ¢ Investments*
Insurance ¢ Retirement ¢ Rollovers* ¢ Estate Planning
and Much More

Tax
Accounting
Financial Services

Certified Public Accountants

214 West EIm St. 105 West Main St. 1721 10th St. East
Norwood Arlington Glencoe
(952) 467-2407 (507) 964-5868 (320) 864-6166

Kevin Lindstrand CPA  Tim Schuth CPA Mona Platt CPA
Chip Anderson CFP°® Steph Schlauderaff CPA

*Securities offered through HD Vest Investment Services™, Member: SIPC, Advisory services are offered through
H.D. Vest Advisory Services™.
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Over 30 Years of
Real Estate Experience

320-262-4893

www.HenslinRealEstate.com

- COMMERCIAL -

$349,900-

LAKE LILLIAN, MN
Large 5 Acre Bin Site with Ample Shed
Space, includes Bins, Holding Bins,
3 Machine Sheds, Dryers, LP Tanks.
Must See!!

DANUBE, MN « Commercial Property on 7.5 Acres.
Motivated Sellers...All Offers Considered!
Large Showroom, Office Space,
Warehouse & Multiple Large Sheds.
Great Business Location on busy Hwy. 212.

HECTOR, MN  Commercial Property
Downtown Hector. 6,030 sq. ft.
New Central Air and Furnace!

Laura Posl,
Real Estate Agent

320-262-4893
Allen Henslin,
Broker/Auctioneer
320-979-1808
LaDon Henslin,
Agent/Auctioneer

320-894-5959

>201

OTSEGO, MN = $650,0005

76.26/Acres currently.farmland, metro ho 'sing develop-
ments surrounding area, greatiinvestment property!

N - 7« ND N/ I
Near(ea: Lake VYai

R, "Nl “r
Fivaiei0uisl: Lossiion.

o« RESIDENTIAL -
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- 3 LISTING

WOOD LAKE, MN -« 3 BR, 2 Bath, 2,646 sq. ft.,
4-season porch, insulated garage, gas fireplace.

OLIVIA, MN * 4 BR, 3 ba. Ideal location. Lg. lot,
hardwood floors.

NEW
LISTING

$349,900

T

BIRD ISLAND, MN ¢ HUGE house: 8+ BR, 5 Bath, 4,665
sq. ft. Awesome open kitchen/dining room space.
Large corner lot. Fenced in back patio.

B T
" 'I.T

Y
BIRD ISLAND, MN 3 BR, 2 Bath, 2,184 sq. ft. level,

large corner lot. Remodeled bathrooms. Jetted bathtub.
Open floor plan dining/living room.

Reduced
$199,900

Rural FRANKLIN, MN ¢ Charming farm house w/original
woodwork, |Ig. shop, 4 BR/3 bath, 6.94 acres.

BIRD ISLAND, MN ¢4 BR, 2 Bath, 2,580 sq. ft.
Large yard! Hardwood floors. Family room
with fireplace in basement

Price
Reduced
$54,‘000

BIRD ISLAND, MN « 2 BR, 1 Bath, 1,288 Sq. Ft.
One Level Living, Hardwood Floors, Corner Lot

 LAKE REGION -
77 ' NEW
: . LISTING

LONG LAKE -
GROVE CITY, MN
Lg. flat lake lot.
2 BR, 1 BA with
guest bedroom
detached. 2 stall
garage. 150’
water frontage.

=)

ATWATER, MN
1.3 Acres, 2nd Tier to DIAMOND LAKE, on Private
Cul-de-sac, Storage Building and/or Future Cabin!
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Economic savvy crucial during these times

By Rich Glennie
Correspondent

Grant Wood’s painting “American
Gothic” or Norman Rockwell’s images of
the family farm as a neat, self-sufficient,
80-acre piece of land with a farmstead, a
few chickens, a cow or two and some
pigs, have become cherished memories in
America.

Replacing many of the small idyllic
family farms of the past are the larger
farms that require constant attention to
endless details. Details ranging from the
constant fluctuations of crop prices, the
constant need to pay heed to the rise and
fall of land rent, the changes in input costs
for fertilizer and other chemicals, and the
demand to make all those budget details
work, especially in hard times.

The farmer today needs to be as com-
puter savvy as he is capable of running the
bigger, more sophisticated farm equip-
ment. He has to be business savvy more
than ever in order to determine precisely
whether he is profitable, why he is suc-
cessful or whether he needs to make
changes.

It is said that a successful farmer today
needs to be good at keeping financial
records, needs to be good at marketing, or
know someone who is, and needs a good
banker.

What remains constant in farming are
the challenges of the unpredictability of
the weather, crop yields and the prices for
those commodities.

So why does anyone want to farm with
so many variables each year?

It’s a way of life, as well as a business.
When times are good, they are very good.
When times are rough, well, they may
need some help.

For ag lenders like Dave Resch of Glen-
coe the challenges of modern farming can
be weathered, not with guesses, but with
precise financial details and a strong
strategic plan.

Resch, with his extensive agricultural
background, works as a ag lender with Se-
curity Bank & Trust. He is located in the
Brownton branch office of the bank.

When hired, Resch said Security Bank
& Trust President Gale Hoese told him his
father and grandfather built the bank
based on the agricultural community, “and
we’re not going to change.”

“Ag is a big part of the bank’s portfo-
lio,” Resch added.

But ag lenders say farmers are going
through the latest “challenges” of low
commodity prices and “expenses that have
not decreased as fast as prices,” Resch
said. “It’s starting to become a challenge
to (area) farmers.”

Corn prices were over $7 a bushel at
one point in recent years, and as of late
January, had dipped to $3 a bushel or less.
The current price decline has taken place
over the last three years, he added.

The commodity prices have declined
faster than the cost for seed, fertilizer,
chemicals, rent and machinery. “Farmers
need to make their budgets work” by
looking at things differently in order to

find more efficient ways of doing things,
which can mean meeting with ag lenders
like Resch to find better farming strate-
gies.

“Land rent is a big factor,” Resch said,
currently at about $200 an acre, according
to recent state agricultural statistics. He
said crop land income amounts to about
one-third going to the land owner and
two-thirds to the producer.

For example, in the last couple of years,
Resch said corn yields have averaged
about 200 bushels an acre. Multiply corn
prices at $3 a bushel by the 200 bushels an
acre and that equals about $600 per acre.

Now take rent ($200 an acre), seeds
(about $100 to $120 per acre), fertilizer
($150-$175 per acre), chemicals ($40 an
acre) and machinery repairs and fuel costs
($100 an acre). Add that all together and,
“it doesn’t work out too well,” Resch said.

That means the price of the commodity
needs to increase on the revenue side, or
the cost to produce needs to be reduced,
or both.

The dilemma with renting farm land,
Resch said, is the land rent is important to
both parties. A lower cost to the renter im-
proves his profitability. But conversely,
the land owner needs the rent to be higher
“because it’s his income and his real es-
tate taxes have not come down.”

While older, more established farmers
can better weather these tough economic
times on the farm, younger farmers have a
tougher time with higher debt on machin-
ery, inputs and land rental costs. As an ex-
ample, Resch said if the average farm
needs $50,000 a year to make a living,
and the profit per acre is at $50, he would
need 1,000 acres to reach his goal.

Resch said 2016 was one in which
sugar beets were poor, dairy continued to
struggle, cattle and hogs also struggled,
while crop yields were good, but com-
modity prices were low.

“There are swings in the markets daily,
hourly, every five minutes,” Resch said,
and added that farmers need to have a
marketing plan that addresses those rapid
swings. “That volatility needs more strate-
gic planning.”

Farmers can control the input costs for
their crops, but cannot control the weath-
er, or the yield or the price. “They hope to
plant by May, hope they get adequate rain
and hope to harvest by Nov. 1.” But he
noted there were still crops in the field in
late November last year.

“Cash flows are extremely important,”
Resch said. He added there is a lot of as-
sistance out there on inputs. Cooperation
and communication are important to get
out of these difficult times. “Feed, finance
guys and producers all need to work to-
gether.”

Some farmers are optimistic while oth-
ers are pessimistic, Resch said, “but by
the end of the day, someone will farm
every acre available.”

Resch said he sees these challenging
times as an opportunity for good farmers,
“but they have to put together a plan that
will make them money.” He added that

Dave Resch

there are opportunities for farmers to “be
more efficient in production.”

Sharing equipment goes back genera-
tions with the old threshing machines that
went from farm to farm or rotated from
field to field to help farmers. That cooper-
ation among neighbors may be required
again.

He said smaller farmers could look at
sharing equipment and establishing rela-
tionships with rural neighbors to cut costs.
Or in handling grain, like utilizing each
farmer’s grain dryers during harvest be-
cause not all farmers plant or harvest at
the same time. Together, cooperating
farmers can utilize each others grain dry-
ers to cut down on drying time and costs.

Another option is to lease equipment
rather than purchase. Every farm is unique
with unique needs, “and no farm is the
same.”

“Farmers are very resilient folks,”
Resch said. He said many also sell seed
corn, do custom farm work or drive trucks
and haul for places like Seneca Foods to
earn additional off-farm revenue.

Also, farmers often plant alternative
crops for businesses like Seneca. Planting
sweet corn or peas “helps spread out the
risk a bit,” Resch said. A few area farmers
also plant kidney beans, while others are
into organic farming.

And cooperatives like Heartland Corn
Processors offer farmers an outlet for corn
through the production of ethanol. Resch
said that value-added ethanol can enhance
a farmer’s price per bushel of corn by 50
cents to a dollar over the base price.

Resch also stressed the importance of
having crop insurance. “That’s very im-
portant to producers.”

Most farmers are really in tune with the
business side of their operation, and
Resch said he has seen a larger number of
farmers becoming more involved at the
local, state and national levels by attend-

ing ag meetings “to learn more about their
businesses. Farmers are always learning.”

But another major fly in the ointment
for many farmers is the skyrocketing costs
of individual health insurance. Many have
been left out of the state’s individual
health insurance market due to skyrocket-
ing premiums and lack of availability.

Resch said some farmers are paying
thousands of dollars a month in premiums
for polices with $10,000 deductibles. That
has forced many spouses of farmers, or
farmers themselves, to seek employment
off the farm in order to get health insur-
ance elsewhere.

There is a movement to help farmers
lower the cost of health care premiums
through farm cooperatives. One program
is called 40 Square Cooperative Solutions
and is an alternative to the Minnesota in-
dividual health insurance market, in which
many farmers have experienced rapid pre-
mium hikes since the recent changes to
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). An-
other program is through Land O’ Lakes.
These individual policies were offered be-
ginning in January.

There also is uncertainty on the federal
level as a new Farm Bill is being ham-
mered out in Congress. Resch said it is
important the new Farm Bill maintain the
current crop insurance levels; it needs to
keep strong trade agreements; and there is
need for more conservation discussions.

Resch pointed to the state’s buffer legis-
lation as an example that showed glaring-
ly the need to “avoid the one-size-fits-all
approach” to government regulations and
rules.

Farmers often get accused of abusing
the environment with their farming prac-
tices. Resch refuted those claims. “Farm-
ers are caretakers of their land, because
they have to be. It’s their livelihood. They
don’t spray for weeds if they are not there;
they don’t deteriorate their land, because
that would hurt their yields. They are con-
cerned about stewardship of the land, but
they also have to make money.”

Asked if the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is good or
bad, Resch said he is not sure. “But we
need a fair playing field. We have to work
with Canada and Mexico because they are
big trade partners.”

According to recent statistics coming
from the Minnesota Farm Bureau, 48 per-
cent of Minnesota’s agricultural exports
were sent to Canada and Mexico and $43
billion in U.S. food and agricultural goods
were exported to those two countries in
2016.

At issue is how to balance the NAFTA
positives with the negatives that critics say
hurt U.S. manufacturers. A series of trade
talks among the three NAFTA members
continues as NAFTA supporters continue
to urge “do no harm.”
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Hutchinson Co-op Agronomists Are Here To Help With All Your Needs

HUTCHINSON
1420 ADAM ST.+ 320.587.3229

Mitch Fabel
Agronomist

Paul Barchenger
Agronomy Division Manager

We offer:

- Comprehensive Precision Ag Program
- Variable Rate Spreading - Soil Sampling
- Grid Sampling - Seed: NK Brand, Wensman,
Asgrow/DeKalb - Crop input financing

ARLINGTON
23189 HWY. 5 5. + 507.964.2283

Wayne Maicrs
Plant Manager

Tuight for prodoctivit

LESTER PRAIRIE
122 BABCOCK AVE. » 320.395.2576

Clay Mogard

Pete Hallberg
Agronomist

Plant Manager and Agronomist

(1[4 Hutchinson Go-op

AGRONDMY ENERGY GRAIN

1-800-795-1299

Smoky Chipotle Pot
Roast with Cornbread

Ingredients

1 beef Shoulder Roast, Arm
Chuck Roast Boneless or Blade
Chuck Roast Boneless (2-1/2 to
4 pounds)

1-1/2 teaspoons chipotle chili
powder

1 tablespoon vegetable oil

1 can (14-1/2 ounces) diced
tomatoes with green chiles,
undrained

Prepared cornbread or corn
muffins

Preparation

Press chili powder evenly onto all surfaces of beef roast. Heat oil in stockpot
over medium heat until hot. Place pot roast in stockpot; brown evenly. Pour off
drippings.

Add tomatoes; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover tightly and simmer 2 to 3
hours or until roast is fork-tender.

Remove roast; keep warm. Skim fat from cooking liquid. Return liquid to
stockpot; bring to a boil. Cook 8 to 10 minutes or until sauce is reduced to 2
cups.

Carve roast into thin slices; top with sauce. Serve with cornbread.

Crock Pot Smothered
Pork Chops

Ingredients

4 bone-in pork chops (or
boneless)

1 envelope onion soup mix
(1 oz. packet)

1 (14 oz.) can chicken broth

1 (10.5 0z.) can cream of
chicken condensed soup

1 envelope dry pork gravy
mix (1 oz. packet)

1 tsp. garlic powder

Preparation

In a 5-6 quart slow cooker (preferably oval shaped), combine onion soup mix,
chicken broth, cream of chicken soup and pork gravy mix. Whisk together until
combined. Don’t worry about any lumps, they will go away during cooking.

Season both sides of the chops with a little bit of garlic powder. Place pork
chops into the slow cooker. Do your best to spread them out and cover with the
gravy mixture.

Cover and cook on low about 6-8 hours. Remove from crock pot with large
spatula or slotted spoon (they are so tender they fall apart). These can be served
with the gravy in which they cook.

For a thicker gravy: In a medium pot over medium heat, melt 2 Thsp. of but-
ter, whisk in 3 heaping Thsp. of all-purpose flour until a thick paste forms and is
smooth. Pour in 2 cups of the gravy from the crock pot and whisk constantly for
1 minute. Mixture will begin to thicken very quickly. Once it has thickened, re-
move from heat and combine with remaining gravy from the crock pot, stir well.
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Ag co-op insurance enrollment numbers touted

Less than one year
after they were first au-
thorized by the Min-
nesota
Legislature, more

that these reforms have
put Minnesota on the
right track and are lower-
ing costs, improving ac-
cess, and expanding

cess to at least two differ-
ent provider systems, im-
proving network access.
*Reducing barriers for
small businesses to self-

Other reforms include:
*Ending the restriction
on for-profit health carri-
ers, which has already led
to expanded options for

outpaced enrollment for
the first three years of
MNsure’s now-de-
funct Small
Business Health

Prinsburg, who chief au-
thored the agriculture co-
op provision. The co-op
language was included in
the premium relief bill

than 1,700 Min- Options passed by the legislature  seniors and employees. insure their employees. choice for thousands of
nesotans are al- (SHOP) pro- and signed into law by *A nationally-recog- *Consumer protec- Minnesota families,” said
ready taking gram, an ex- the governor that pro- nized reinsurance pro- tions to end "surprise Rep. Greg Davids, R-
advantage of change for vided financial assistance  gram that helped reduce  billing" by requiring dis- ~ Preston, co-chair of the
new agriculture Minnesota busi-  to Minnesotans on the and stabilize premium closure of potential out-  MNsure Legislative
co-op health in- nesses with individual market while rates for thousands of of-network charges prior ~ Oversight Committee

and chief author of the
reinsurance bill.

Minnesotans.
*A new law requiring
health plans to offer ac-

fewer than 50
employees. The
agriculture co-

surance options
that are helping
to lower costs

making key reforms to
improve Minnesota’s in-
dividual market. “Rural

to procedures.
“We still have a lot of
work to do, but it's clear

and improve

health care choices in
rural communities. The
Star Tribune reported in
January that 40 Square
cooperative saw more
than 1,000 enrollments,
with an additional 700
enrollments for a new
agriculture co-op health
plan offered by Land
O’Lakes. The 1,700
signups in year one easily

ops have no

cost to taxpayers, while
MNsure cost taxpayers
more than $400 million
to build and $45 million
per year to operate.

“Agriculture co-ops
are already helping hun-
dreds of families in rural
communities lower their
health care costs and im-
prove network access,”

said Rep. Tim Miller, R-

Minnesota has been hit
especially hard by Oba-
macare, so it's encourag-
ing to see Republican-led
reforms already making a
difference.”

Expanding agriculture
co-ops was just one of
several major Republi-
can-led reforms imple-
mented during the 2017
legislative session.

There’s more to Farmers & Merchants
State Bank than just Great Rates!

- Experienced
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Ag Lending is What We Do
- Knowledgeable
- Dedicated to Community
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Coverage & Service

You Can Count On
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Farm Bureau Financial Services PC055 (7-16)

Scott Fransen
800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia

(320) 523-2722
ScottFransen.fbfs.com

Our companies were founded more than 75 years ago to serve the needs of farmers.
Today we're the No. 1 farm insurer in our territory, delivering smarter insurance for

Call us today to see how we can help protect your operation, family and future.

M FARM BUREAU
M. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Auto | Home | Life | Annuities | Farm &Ranch | Commercial Ag | Crop | Business

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company, * Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of

Tom Gruhlke

800 E DePue Suite A
Olivia

(320) 523-2722
ThomasGruhlke.fbfs.com
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WEATHERING
THE STORMS
SINCE 1893.

More than four generations of farmers have trusted Farmers Mutual Hail.
That’s just one reason we’re the respected leader in the industry.
Want more reasons? Call your local Farmers Mutual Hail agent.

Keith L. Scott Agency

Keith Scott

130 S. 8th St « Bird Island, MN 55310
320-365-3400 °* 1-320-579-0552

LOOK FOR THE CLOUD

FARMERS MUTUAL HAIL INSURANCE COMPANY

Spring Is Just Around the Corner

Make sure all your investments are in order
before the busy season starts

Stop in and visit us!
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MC Abrahamson Fiancial Services

Mike C. Abrahamson,
Registered Representative

. Cory A. Hebrink,
“ Registered Representative

828 E. Lincoln Avenue, Olivia, MN 56277 « 320-523-5124

Securities Offered through Securities America, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC
Mike C. Abrahamson & Cory A. Hebrink, Registered Representative
Advisory Services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc.
Mike C. Abrahamson & Cory A. Hebrink, Investment Advisor Representative
MC Abrahamson Financial Services and Securities America are Independent Companies
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Overregulation Threatens Family Farms,
AFBF President Duvall Tells Senate

American Farm Bureau Federation
President Zippy Duvall, in testimony be-
fore the Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works today, recounted a
long list of regulatory abuses and missteps
by the federal government. Drawing on
his two years as president of the nation’s
largest farming organization, Duvall
called for bipartisan cooperation in reduc-
ing overregulation, which has been a tar-
get of administrations from both sides of
the aisle.

Duvall singled out the Clean Water Act,
the Endangered Species Act and the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act as laws that are
ripe for reform.

“I have met farmers and ranchers who
are not sure if they should encourage their
children to remain on the farm,” Duvall
told committee members. “This is not a
partisan issue. This is about allowing our
farmers and businesses to be productive. ! ¥
It’s about a goal that I believe we all L Y ity Py = ]
share: a regulatory process that is credi- b gy L e b ik L = i
ble —one that we can get behind instead i i R T B g T e e L fen
of having to fight against.” . ' . e '

court against EPA misinterpretation of the tion against ranchers in Utah to force

Duvall provided specific examples of “A West Virginia poultry farmer who Clean Water Act.” them to hand over their private water
how regulations are felt at the farm and operates one of the cleanest farms anyone And, “federal officials, without any au- rights as a condition for getting federal
ranch level, including: has ever seen faced tens of thousands of thority from Congress and without public grazing permits.”

dollars in legal bills to defend her farm in notice, have used what amounts to extor-

For 350 your ad will run for 5 weeks in these 10 publications:
The McLeod Gounty Chronicle ¢ The Glencoe Advertiser PUBLI ATI N
Arlington Enterprise e The Sibhley Shopper
The Galaxy ¢ Renville Gounty Shopper
Renville County Register « Western Peach
IHED GlencoeNews.com e ArlingtonMNnews.com
(*50 is for 15 words, 50¢ each additional word. *45 without a photo.)

AGRICULTURE § AUTOMOTIVE § EMPLOYMENT FOR SALE

LIVESTOCK & | REAL ESTATE RENTAL SERVICES
PI:T*

- | GL

T8 E. 10° S, P.0. Box 188, Glencoe, M 55336 816 E. Lincaln Ave. Olvia, MN 56277
320-864-5518 trlshak@glencoenews om A 320 023-2032 ¢ oproductlon@rencopub com
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Farmward Morton gains efficiencies

By Scott Tedrick
Editor

Agriculture is all about logistics. From
planting to distribution, the coordination
of people, facilities and supplies either
achieves the maximum
value for both pro-
ducer and consumer,
or it doesn’t... In which
case, farmers are moti-
vated to do what they
do best, and get better.

That sort spirit of
perpetual improve-
ment was on display
this past year on multi-
ple fronts at the
Farmward elevator in
Morton. There, a series
of upgrades to the existing plant has dras-
tically improved grain drop-off, storage
and drying capacities on top of logistical
improvements gained at the organizational
level through the merger of Co-op Coun-
try Farmers Elevator (CCFE) and the Har-
vest Land Cooperative (HL.C) announced
in August of last year.

“The transition has been very smooth,”
commented Morton Grain Location Man-
ager Jake Gatzlaff. “It’s all about logistics.
Things like having access to two different
rail system in Danube and Springfield, we
can offer competitive bids and new oppor-
tunities to our patrons. Among other ben-
efits to be gained by both legacy
cooperatives.”

J&R Electric, Inc.

* RESIDENTIAL
o COMMERCIAL
* FARM

Jake
Gatzlaff

e

"¢ SN182 and SN2(

Local Dealers:

Like the Farmward Cooperative and fa-
cility upgrades, Gatzlaff was new to the
Morton elevator in 2017.

Attending Ridgewater College and
certified as a taxidermist, Gatzlaft joined
the Farmward team five years ago, work-
ing two-and-a-half years apiece at the
(then) HLC site of Springfield, his home-
town, as well as Comfrey.

Gatzlaff began his post as Morton Lo-
cation Manager just prior to the start of
last year’s harvest, where decent weather
worked with the Morton site’s new
equipment capabilities to provide an ex-
ceptionally pleasant harvest.

Said Gatzlaff, “Harvest went really
well. Beans were quick while corn was
drawn out a little bit due to the rain
spells. But, all-in-all, it went really well.”

A big factor supporting that fact, Gat-
zlaff said, was the Morton site’s facility
upgrades including a new in-bound and
out-bound scale, a second grain dumping
pit and receiving lane as well as a new
dryer and holding bin.

All about logistics
Turn to page 35

A second 20,000
bushel per hour
pit and receiving
lane were added

over the sum-
mer to help
make operations
more efficient in

Morton.

‘ . - -
The Farmward Morton location added a new inbound and outbound scale
this past summer to improve patron waiting and receiving times.

1

@ 8:00am

7:000m

7 Days a Week

Hutchinson Health is an Equal Opportunity Employer

Olivia - Wertish Brothers
Dale Filzen

Renville -
Farmward

Mycogen is a brand name. Numbers identify hybrids®, ™ Trademarks, registered or applied for by Mycogen Corporation.

@ Dow AgroSciences

Vyco Bl

SEEDS
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3203294069

2 Miles West of Renville on Hwy 212 Hours: M-F 8 am-5 pm - Sat. 8:30 am-12 pm
www.renvillesales.com or call for appointment
A AT Ly

WA Discovery
Stealth &

~ | Cargo Matle

. GN Flatbeds
Tilt Bed Trailers
Livestock Trailers

Trailer Tires
Trailer Parts
Trailer Service

Call Now For
Hustler Turf

Pre-Season Pricing
And Financing Options.

RENVILLE SALES INC.

320-329-3469

DLR35836
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All about logistics:

Continued from page 33

“Speed used to be kind of an issue here.
From the time you scaled in to the time you
left the yard, everything was going through
the main scale and things would get bottle-
necked. With the new scales out front every-
thing is easier and more accessible,” he said.

Statistically, Gatzlafl’ commented the
maximum wait time was cut in half. “This
year, I never saw more than five trucks
waiting in one line when last year I heard
there could have been as many as 10 to
12,” he said.

The second pit and receiving lane each
have 20,000 hour bushel capacities while
the new grain dyer is capable of operating
at 7,500 bushels per hour and the new wet
holding bin provides an 85,000 bushel stor-
age space.

“We appreciate the business we received
this fall and really want to try to find effi-
ciencies for our patrons,” Gatzlaff said.
“Farmers here seemed to like the set up.
We heard nothing but good comments in
regard to the new speed and efficiency.”

Photo by Scott Tedrick

A 7,500 bushel per hour dryer and
85,000 bushel wet storage bin were
both newly installed this past year.

COUNTY LINE
OVERHEAD

: DOOR

Residential - Commercial - Service

‘ Come & see us for all your spring planting needs! ‘

Grewnouno  TJOSVOLD EQUIPMENT
- 5352 285th Ave., Granite Falls, MN

e e 320-564-2331  800-337-1381

www.tjosvoldequip.com

- Broken spring repair -
LiftMaster openers & repair

82535 Con.Tnty
Renville,IMN 56284

Fax: 320-329-3210

Email:
sullivanselectric@yahoo.com

Curt Rosenau
20+ Years Experience

’ﬂ
Farmers Co-op
Oil Company

320-212-6889
Sacred Heart, MN

Renville Cenex
C-Store
Renville, MN
(320) 329-3411

Olivia Cenex
Olivia, MN
(320) 523-1241

212-1-Stop
Danube, MN
(320) 826-2660

Cenex C-Store
Redwood Falls, MN
(507) 644-3383

0- 4

711

Farmers Co-op Oil in Renville & Olivia  Call Now!
carries Premium Diesel Fuel and

Bulk Lube Oils On Sale Renville Office

Now through Apr“ 15! Renville, MN
As near to you as your phone! (320) 329-8351
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Hemslin Anctions, Inc.
{(Z20) I65-4120

We have buyers fFor your
Land and Equipment!

www.henslinauctions.com

Watch for more farm, construction equipment, real estate and land auctions

AUCTIONS, INLC.

HEC TORMN]|
WEDMESDAY, MARCH 28, 2018, 10:30 A.M,
FARM EQUIFMENT RETIREMENT ALICTION
JOHM DEERE TRACTORS, JD COMBINE &
HEALS, FARM AND TILLAGE ECAJIPMENT!
BRAD LOGE

YA, I
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2018 1030 Ak,
MLULF-FARCEL RARR LAND ALCTIONT
203,00 ACHES OF PAMME HENYILLE CO, EARR
LAMD TO BE SCILD N 3 PARCELS
LOCATED IN HECTOR TWE2 SECTIONS 12 & 24

BUOMKEST)

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2018, 9:00 A.M,
CONSTRUCTION AND WDUSTRAL EQUIFMENT
OMEGA 40 TON CRANE, FONTAINE DE TACH
EQUIPMENT TRAILER, LLILL & SKY TRAG

LAMND HAS BEEM SURVEYEDN
FERN WIEHR ESTATE
ALUCTION LOCATION:

HECTOR COMBILINITY CENTER
130 MAIN STREET » HECTOR, MN 55342

YW R
THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018 7:00 PM.
AL IM-FPAancCEL RARMN LAND ALCTIONT

APEROX 106.63 ACRES OF KANDIVOHI CO.
FARM LAND TO BE SOLD IN 3 PARCELS
LOCATED FAHLUN TWF, SECT 13, 14, 24 11299 196TH STREET SOUTHEAST

LAMNLD HAS BEEM SURWEYEDR
¥ BUUR, SELLER LAKE LILLIAM, MK E-EE‘ETE- -
AUCTION LOCGATION: -
THE OAaRS Al EAGLE CHEEK
1000 26TH AVEMLUIE MLE. = WILLMAR, M 56201

BFE21 470TH 5T, = HECTOR, MM

[LAKEJUILLEIAMMN
THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018, 10:00 AM.
FARM & TILLAGE EQUIPMENT AUCTION

FRANKLIN CLOUGH ESTATE

K ELLIHERTMN
SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 2018, 11:00 A.M. T
ABSOLUTE ICE CASTLE FISH HOUSE ALCTION TUEEDAE'UD M
15+ ICE CASTLE FISH HOUSES, VARIOUS : 7 - Al oy

MDA SRS D SITONS TSNS A0, SESDENTIAL FEAL ECTATE AUCTIO,
SELLING ICE FISH SUPPLIES; RATTLE REELS, e = . 4

- SEACIOUS QOPEN KITCHEN, DIMIMG & LWVIMNG
R AL L ER TR ROOM AREA, FINISHED BASEMENT,
A BEACH T ¥ hEs LIMEE L i Gt MANY RECENT LIPDATES, GARAGE, &
STORAGE SHED WITH EXTRA LARGE LOT,
LAl LU A 1R
CHRIS & LALURA PERRY
440 SOUTH MUNSTERMAN STREET
APPLETON, MK 58208

(WOoODIUAKENMN|
FRL, MARCH 9, 2018, 11:00 A.M.
LIVESTOLH, FARM & LIVES TOOK
EQUIPMENT RETIREMENT ALICTION

JD 6430 MPWD WITH 673

GHAPPLE LOADEHR; J0 4840); J0 4240; J0 4030
Wi721 LOADER; JD 1760 12 ROW 30~ PLANTER;
JO AT 880 FIELD CULTWATOR; FORD 9280 48D

THACTOH; DRI 625 DEEP TILL; GLEARMER RBZ
COMBSNE; 520 BEAN HEAD, 630 HUGGER CORN

HEAD; 2004 FREIGHTLINER & 2013 40" TIMPTE
GHAIN THAILER; PAHKER 606 WAGON, ALKGEHRS
LIVESTOCK; 45 ANGUS & BALDY STOCK COWS,
R0 TO BTH GALNVWERS, BRED 10 START ARRIL 1
LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT; MANURE SPHEEALDER,
NH 750 ROUND BALER, WESEK FEEDER WAGON,
SIREX 7 WHEEL RAKE, 20° LIVESTOCK TRAILER,

28 PJ BTH WHEEL FLATEED THAILER, & MORE

NICK & CHAR KISSNER
1185 530TH STREET = WOOD LAKE, MK 55297

[STARBUCKMMN)
MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2018, 2:00 PM,
REAL ESTATE - SELLS ABSOLUTE,

MO MENIMUMS, ND HESEHVES
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE ALICTICMN
GHEAT LOCATIONI 22 RO MOTEL, OFEN FOR
BHUSINESS EVERY LAY CON LAING BAlT SHOH &
CWMERADOPERATOR LVING QLIARTERS
CEDAR INN MOTEL
B0d ROHTH MAIN STHREET
STARBLMCK, MM SE381

TUESDAY, APHIL 17, 2018, 2:00 A M.
ABSCH UTE MULTI-FARCEL REAL ESTATE
MAIN STREET OFFICE BUILDING, NIGE HEATED
SHOE AMLD 57 ACHE BARE LOT,

ALL PARCELS SELL ABSOLLUTE,

MO MIMIMURME, MO RESERVES
AMID-CENTRAL STEEL
102 MAIN 5T, SOUTH, & 24 WEST RALRDAD AVE
BHLOMEES]T, MM BE216

FOEELIF TS, SERVICE THUCKES, WELDERS,
AR COMPRESS0ORS, SHOP ITEMS AMD TOOLS
MID-CENTRAL STEEL
102 AN S1. S0OUTH = BLOMEEST, MM 56216

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2018, 10:0:0 A.M,
TRACTORS & FARM EQLIPVENT ALCTION
SHOE TOULS & SUPPLEES,

GROVE MACHINERY & IRCM
JOHMN ARMNDT ESTATE
BES0 415T AVERMLIE MW, = WILLMAR, BN BE2301

[MONTEVIDEDOY
SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018, 9:30 A_M.
LARGE ANNUAL SPRNG INVERTORY
FRECURC TR AL RO
10+ HCE GASTLE FISH HOUSES, BRARND MEW
OFFICE TRAILER OM HYD FRAMES,
MEW PUHTABLE STORAGE BUILINNGS,
BRAND NEW 8" ALCTION TOPPER
AMERICAN SURPLLIS & MFG
4134 EAST HIGHWAY © = MONTEVIDED, b

AN, GO
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018, 10:00 A.M.
LARGE ESTATE ALCTION
TRACTORS, CLEAN LATE MODEL VEHICLES,
SHOP AMND WOODWORKING TOODLS,
HOUSEHOLD AND MUCH MORE
ODELL SCHALLER ESTATE

M
FRIDAY, AUGUST 17, 2018, 10:30 A M.

FARK & LVESTOCK EQUIPMENT RETIREMENT
JO 230 PREMIUG BPAWD TRACTOR WH3EB0
GRAPPLE BLMKET 1,048 HRAS, JD 4565 PWD

TRACGTOR 4,924 HRS, FARM ECQLUIPMENT,

LIVESTOOK EQUIPMERNT, CATTLE GATES

MARTIN & SHARON HECK

85506 230TH STREET = BEARDSLEY, MN 56211

[MAYNORDY
FRIDAY, SEFTEMBER 7, 201 8, 1:00 F.M.
LARGE MULTI-PARCEL FARM LAND AND
BN ST ALICTION
TO0 ACRES OF PRIME CHIPPEWA CO.
FARM LAND AND BUILDING SITE, HIGH CU=L
HATMGS, LANLD HAS BEEN SURNEYELD!N
AUCTION LOCATION:
MAYMNARD, MM COMMUNITY CENTER
ODELL SCHALLER ESTATE

THINKING OF HAVING AN AUCTION? WE WANT TO BE YOUR AUCTION COMPANY!
WATCH OUR WEBSITE FOR NEW ADDITIONS ADDED DAILY: WWW.HENSLINAUCTIONS.COM
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Growers have you
ordered your 20I8 _Soyheans

Our Soyhean

Trait Choices Rtewrietiis ol

1w-B (mm
/) SOYBEANS

LIBERTY
LINK &

GLYPHOSATE

USTHNG

SEEDS.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DISTRICT SALES MANAGER: jAMES DUENOW
Like us on Lf| | mustangseeds.com | 507.380.7857

BERGMANN'’S

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF SERVICE!

VETERAN OWNED : Carpet L

Luxury Vinyl
Tile

St

 Engineered
Hardwood

l $497 sq. ft.

12 Months Same as Cash!’

Bergmann’s friendliness & knowledge were unsurpassed. They were more then
patient with our decisions and we would highly recommend them.
Happy Customers
~ Darvin & Jennifer Scherer & family

a “We Got You Covered!”

INTERIORS
W

* Counter Tops
* Floor Coverings b
* Window Treatments P suc 7

Bruce, Deb & Matt

Call 320-864-6754

Visit BergmannInteriors.com

*Various restrictions, limitations and minimums may apply.

Full Throttle Services

We are now a dealer for
McHale h_ax iq_l_npment.

g
R

Sl —
. _‘-_.--"

: -
* Your one-stop-shop for dependable, fast, friendly service.

irs. * We do on-the-farm service calls.

» Located across 135C Pine St S,
from Poly Foam Lester Prairie, MN 55354
(320) 395-2831
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,

Saturday, on call
Lt =) el

-

O LAK] R AL
AL |-\. B

BLNAMIC

LU '\."'\.l

Need Homeowners or Farm Insurance?
Call one of our Agents for a free quote today!

Arlington Hutchinson New Ulm

Lensing Ins Agency Fenrich Ins Agency Hirth Ins Agency
507-964-5565 320-234-7070 507-354-8828
Buffalo Lake Jordan Stadick Ins Agency
Buffalo Lake Ins Agency Jordan Agency 507-359-4114
320-833-5371 952-492-6050 Don Waloch Agency
Gaylord Lafayette 507-233-7277
Community Ins Agency Community Ins Agency Renville

507-237-2710 507-228-8201 Ato Z Ins. Center

Grisham Ins Agency LeCenter 320-329-3313
507-237-5264 New Choice Ins Services Olivia

Glencoe 507-357-2353 F&M Ins Agency Inc.
Kevin Post Agency Litchfield 320-523-1694
320-864-3943 Shnyder Insurance Solutions Shorewood

Professional Ins 320-693-9482 Professional Ins Providers

Providers Insurance Solutions 952-380-3433
320-864-5581 320-593-0591 Willmar
Hector M.G. Ins Agency
Security Ins Agency 320-235-9394

320-848-2278

Visit our website www.blnamic.com
|

Buffalo Lake-New Auburn Mutual Ins Co
514 Sibley Ave, Gaylord, MN 55334

507-237-2136 * 800-642-5770
Celebrating 130 years of service to our policyholders
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New Listings Needed!
Buyerns rvailatble.

We have buyers willing to pay top dollar for
farm land. If you are looking to sell

or just downsize the nummber of acr

GIVE US A CALL.

Buying and selling
farms for 48 years
in the McLeod,
Carver, Renville
& Sibley County
areas!

* Design Build Servica

* General Contractors

* Construction Management

* Poured Concrete Foundations

CONSTRUCTION Vel suiciss

* Structural Steel
18083 37187 AVE. » Architectural Sheat Metal
GREEN ISLE, MN * Membrane Roofing

S07-32B6-7801 Family Owned and

Operated Since 1959

EXSTED
REALTY

2124 10th St E Glencoe
(320) 864-5544 Rebecca
www.exstedrealty.net  Tuchtenhagen

G/ FAH EY SA L E s Do you want Trusted, Reliable Service?

AUCTIONEERS & AFPFRAISEHS
Since FR47

WWW.VOSCONSTRUCTION.COM

Now is the time to protect your crop input cost!

L3 February Meetings Coming Soon...RSVP Today!
Contact one of our Ag Specialists today

1 Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency has been committed to
for all your land and equipment needs. serving you with honest, reliable and trusted service for over 30 years.

For 2018 a new private add-on which can guarantee up to 95% of
your average yield is available.

_ If you want a company you can count on to be there at claim time with
ey b 2 excellent service, let Duane Jindra Crop Insurance Agency help you

choose the right policy that gives you the protection and peace-of-
mind that you deserve.

.'III'I'l Fihl’."ﬁl l:illtn E-I:rl']l'rl:l#ll’ﬂ “l'ﬂ'l-l q‘hlnAn Bruce Arsdersen Gresg Witt

l:-'l- Certfad HE 1 Call Duane Today'

Deadline to purchase is Wed., March 14

B Fear '|
Specializing in
Land-Auctions - Farm Equipment - Compiete Estates
oristruction-Equipment - Co "nmn.-_-n._|=| Tarf 8 Galf Fun pnent

3201354.3510

(320) 587-2612

Clocktower Office Plaza Duane ]indra

www.faheysales.com' |
Turming Your Assets to Cash in a Global Market. e 76751 720Centuryve St S Crop Insurance Agency

This Institution is an equal opportunity provider HutchinSOn, MN
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0LD FARM BUILDINGS NEED | | KRAFT WALSER

A FACELIFT! LAW OFFICE puip
Giveusacalll

Acoormeys [l=r); Gina Foo, Ben King, Chris Kleiman, Dan Honsey, Sene Zuphke & Steve Hettg

* Farm Law - Business Law
- Employment Law - Personal Injury
- Estate Planning - Probate
» Medical Assistance * Insurance Claims
- Real Estate + Family Law/Divorce
* DUI/Criminal Defense

Olivia 320-523-1322 | Hutchinson 320-587-8150
Stewartville 507-533-0325 | Cokato 320-286-2396

ariof Paintin

Isa do rull:hmrl & interior palmting

JEFF STADTHER » 320-573-0849

D & INSURED. FREE ESTIMATE.

Granite Falls Energy, LLC

Adding Value to Your Farm Today
‘We are excited to continue working directly with our local

. spring. For more information on our corn program,

or to sign up for daily cash bid text messages and emails cz o e it
Phone: 320-564-3100

www.granitefallsenergy.com

Wishing all local producers a safe
and successful planting season!

At Granite Falls Energy we are
proud to be producing

-renewable energy for a cleaner

S g mmein i SRS TR AT,

environment.
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Maryy inuaiancs companied mils o
Por all youire worth Wa'he Rol O
ol B

CoOvering your ci:—lir'*_.,-' air'.

Wt P TRuen 100 il OF

0 D RTRCE . R T oDt sl snothar
o anpurance CompaeTy, Y e here
Bl powedE 1 BrolecieSh i M
POF W0 TaFTr pearaliod - (odiy

an boImae T

Covimct wour indepencent SECLRS
sigEnt {oeday

O SECURA

4

Insurance

Inc.

106 5th St SE + P.O. Box 389
Renville, MN 56284

320-329-3267

108 Atlantic Ave. + P.O. Box 158
Grove City, MN 56243

320-857-2200

Located in the First Security Bank

Enestvedt Seed
Company

Take the road to Enestvedts..
«The way to better yie&fs”

Established in 1900

Producers and Processors of
Certified Hybrid Seed Corn

Enestvedt’s RR Soybean Seed and
North Star Genetics

" QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR A REASONABLE PRICE |

Contact =N
%’ Enestvedt Seed Company %=

| R |

ko sy

75802 Co. Rd. 12, Sacred Heart, MN 56285
320-765-2728 i

or one of our dealers
www.enestvedtseeds.com

S LIBERTY
2 LINK W

# Agrisure

(e T

[t =y e ey

mail@aplusinsuranceagency.com @

L

Golf Cart & Golf Cart Accessories
Graphics & Accessories

Glass Etching & Laser Engraving
Full Upholstery Shop

Signs & Lettering

L

L4

L4

L4

Hours- 220-826-2%3%%
M-F - 8 - 5:30
SAT - 9 - Noon Vanub e'M%

+ 3IC Cups

WE'LL BE RIGHT HERE.

Advancing farming for generations.™

Farmward was born out of two great Minnesota
cooperatives: Harvest Land Cooperative and
Co-op Country Farmers Elevator. And, we believe
the future holds greater success for all of us,
together. We’re here to guide growers through

a new farming landscape, to help them reap A rcing Farming lor ganeralion
the benefits technology brings while mitigating
the challenges it poses. We are moving farming

\"Z

FARMWARD

CARPERETIVE

Tidimuardimet

forward. We are Farmward Cooperative.
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Focus On Ag: New Tax Law

Written by Kent Thiesse
Farm Management Analyst
and Vice President,
MinnStar Bank
February 12,2018

SECTION 199A OF
THE NEW TAX LAW

For the most part, farm operators and
farm businesses were satisfied with the
“Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017” that was
passed by Congress and enacted into law
late last year. There were provisions to
lower individual and corporate tax rates,
provisions to extend depreciation deduc-
tions, as well as a provision to double the
Federal estate tax deduction. However, as
time has progressed since the implementa-
tion of the new tax law, the part of the leg-
islation that has been garnering the most
attention in agricultural circles is the new
“Section 199A” provision, which creates a
pass-through tax deduction for income to
and from qualified business entities.

The Section 199A deduction applies to
income earned by pass-through business
entities, such as sole proprietorships, part-
nerships, S-corporations, etc. The income
earned by these types of entities is not
taxed directly; however, it is passed
through to the tax returns of the individual
owners, such as Schedule F for Federal
tax returns filed by farm businesses. The
intent of including Section 199A in the re-
cently passed tax law is to ensure that
farm businesses and other business enti-
ties, which are not C-corporations, receive
similar tax benefits through the legislation
as those received by the corporations. The
tax law reduced the maximum tax rate for
C-corporations from 35 percent to 21 per-
cent.

The Section 199A provision also re-
tained a deduction for cooperatives that
was eliminated when the previous Section
199 was removed during the drafting of
the new tax law. The provision provides a
20 percent deduction on “qualified coop-
erative dividends”. Typically, these would
be thought of as the patronage dividends
by cooperatives to their membership,
which will now again be covered by the
new legislation. However, the new legisla-
tion also now covers the payments made
by cooperatives for grain and other agri-
cultural products, which was not part of
any previous tax legislation.

Under normal circumstances, if a farm
operator sells grain or farm products, the
farm business entity can take a 20 percent
tax deduction of the net profit (gross sales
minus qualified expenses) when calculat-
ing their taxable income. This provision
will still be in place under the new tax law

: 1S LEGAL TENDER
S, PUBLIC AND PRIVA

Wnitead Steanfis, A=
e e e ST

on the proceeds for grain or agricultural
products that are received from a grain
warehouse, processing plant, or other
farm business that is not a cooperative.
However, under the new Section 199A
provision, grain and agricultural products
that are sold through a cooperative will re-
ceive a 20 percent tax deduction on the
gross sales, rather than on the net profit.
The Section 199A provision applies to
grain and agricultural products sold by
farm business entities that are set up as
sole proprietorships, partnerships, and S-
corporations, but not to farm businesses
set up as C-corporations.

An example of how this could affect an
independent grain farmer with gross sales
of $500,000, total expenses of $450,000,
and net income of $50,000 for a given
year, would be as follows:

. If the grain is sold to grain firm,
processing plant, ethanol plant or live-
stock producer that is not cooperative,
there would be a tax deduction of $10,000
($50,000 net income times 20 percent).

. If the grain is sold through a co-
operative, the total potential tax deduction
would be over $100,000 ($500,000 gross
sales times 20 percent), plus 20 percent of
the cooperative dividend.

Many professionals in the grain indus-
try feel that the new Section 199A provi-
sion creates an unfair incentive for coop-
eratives in the grain procurement industry.
However, some farm organizations and
others have pointed to the significant cor-
porate tax reduction that was included in

the new tax law as a major benefit to cor-
porations that is not available to other
types of business entities. Some members
of Congress have been working on draft-
ing legislation to make corrections Sec-
tion 199A language, citing that the current
language exceeded the intent of the legis-
lation. The two-year budget deal recently
passed by Congress did not include any
provisions to correct or adjust the Section
199A provision.

Most tax experts feel that eventually the
Section 199A provision will be adjusted
by Congress; however, it is not known
what that adjustment may look like, or
when it will take effect. Some farm opera-
tors have been selling grain to coopera-
tives since January 1, 2018, which raises
some questions regarding 2018 Federal
income tax calculations ...... Will those
grain sales qualify for the Section 199A as
it now stands, or will any adjustments be
retroactive back until the beginning of the
year ? Also, what will be the impact on
grain that is now being forward priced
now cooperatives for future delivery later
this year ? It may be a while before we
know the answers to those questions.

Farm operators are encouraged not
over-react to the Section 199A provision
when comparing various grain bids. First
of all, the potential added tax deduction
available by selling grain through a coop-
erative, if it occurs at all, is only a benefit
to a farm business entity that has a high
enough taxable income level to utilize the
deduction. It may not be worth sacrificing

Visit us online at www.glencoenews.com

a higher price quote from an ethanol plant
or processing plant just to receive the
added tax deduction available by selling
the grain through a cooperative at a lower
price.

Some farm operators have also talked of
working with other farmers to form new
cooperative business entities to take ad-
vantage of the recently enacted Section
199A tax provision. However, tax experts
advise caution before proceeding with re-
structuring farm business entities simply
to adjust to the new legislation, which
could be changed in the future. In addi-
tion, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
may offer some guidance or interpretation
regarding taxation under the new Section
199A provision. The best advice for farm
operators at this point is to be patient, and
to consult with a certified public account-
ant (CPA) or tax accountant regarding the
potential impacts of the new Section 199A
tax provision on their farm business for
2018 and beyond.

SUPPORT OUR

FAMILY FARMS
N/
~N g |
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Plan to be included in this years Sibley Shopper
Farm & Home Spring Guide.
Coming out April 8 in the Sibley Shopper circulation.
Watch for more information. Deadline:
Farm Services ¢ Outdoor Living * New Construction
Remodeling * Home Interior * and More! ‘hur%iay,ﬁarch 22
L BT PO e a1 . N "l -'

Contact your sales rep. today reserve space for this publication:

The Sibley Shopper

402 W. Alden St., P.O. Box 388, Arlington
Phone: 507-964-5547

or our Glencoe Office

Glencoe Advertiser
716 E. 10th St., MN 55336
320-864-5518 or email your sales rep.

Get your professional business noticed!
Join the
PROFESSIONALS DIRECTORY
in the
Glencoe Advertiser!

Your listing will reach over 13,0000 homes over a 13 mile radius from Glencoe.

Each week your buisness will be listed under a specific heading to fit vour business tyvpe.

The Glencoe Advertiser
ContaCt Your 716 E 10" St., Glencoe

Sales Reps 320-864-5518

Rarin Ramige,
T d ' karinf@glencoenews.com
0 ay . Brenda Fogarty, brendaf@glencoenews.com

Sue Keenan, sueki@glencoenews.com
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Focus On Ag: Crop Insurance

Written by Kent Thiesse
Farm Management Analyst
and Vice President,
MinnStar Bank
February 5, 2018

2018 CROP INSURANCE
CONSIDERATIONS

During the next few weeks, many farm
operators will be finalizing their crop in-
surance decisions for the 2018 crop year.
March 15th is the deadline to purchase
crop insurance for the 2018 crop year.
Profit margins for crop production this
year remain very tight, which makes the
2018 crop insurance decisions even more
critical. Producers have several crop insur-
ance policy options to choose from, in-
cluding yield protection (YP) policies and
revenue protection (RP and RPE) policies,
as well as other group insurance policy
options. There are also decisions with
using “enterprise units” versus “optional
units”, and whether or not to take advan-
tage of the “trend adjusted” APH yields
for 2018.

Yield Protection (YP) insurance policy
options provide for “yield only” insurance
protection, based on historic actual pro-
duction history (APH) yields on a given
farm unit. YP prices are based on average
Chicago Board of Trade (CBOT) prices
for December corn futures and November
soybean futures during the month of Feb-
ruary, similar to revenue insurance prod-
ucts. Producers can purchase YP insur-
ance coverage levels from 50% to 85%,
and losses are paid if actual corn or soy-
bean yields on a farm unit fall below the
yield guarantees.

Revenue protection (RP) and revenue
protection with harvest price exclusion
(RPE) insurance policy options provide a
guaranteed minimum dollars of gross rev-

Ny

enue per acre (yield x price). This mini-
mum guarantee is based on yield history
(APH) and the average CBOT prices for
December corn futures and November
soybean futures during the month of Feb-
ruary. The RP and RPE insurance policies
function essentially in the same manner,
except that the guarantees on RPE policies
are fixed at the base price level, and are
not affected by harvest prices that exceed
the base price. The revenue guarantee for
RP policies is increased for final insur-
ance calculations, if average CBOT prices
during the month of October are higher
than the February CBOT prices.

Producers purchase RP and RPE insur-
ance coverage levels from 50% to 85%,
and losses are paid if the final crop rev-
enue falls below the revenue guarantee.
The final crop revenue is the actual yield
on a farm unit times the CBOT December
corn futures price and November soybean
futures price during the month of October.
As of February 5, the 2018 estimated crop
prices in the Upper Midwest for YP, RP,
and RPE policies were $3.93 per bushel
for corn and $10.02 per bushel for soy-
beans, which are very similar to the 2017
base prices. The 2018 base prices will be
finalized on March 1.

Most corn and soybean producers have
utilized RP policies in recent years; how-
ever, in many years the RPE policies can
offer similar protection at a lower premi-

8 Advertise your business
to over 13,000 homes
EACH WEEK in the

Call to place your ad
320-864-5518.

um cost. If the “harvest price” (average
CBOT price in Oct.) for December corn
futures or November soybean futures is
lower than the “base price” (average
CBOT price in Feb.), the RP and RPE
payment calculations function similarly,
and RPE policies will likely result at high-
er net indemnity payment at similar insur-
ance coverage levels. However, it is im-
portant to recognize the added risk of uti-
lizing a RPE policy when the final “har-
vest price” exceeds the “base price” in
years when farm units have a yield loss
that exceeds the insurance coverage level,
such as occurred with the 2012 drought in
some areas. This scenario could result in
significantly less insurance indemnity
payments with RPE policies, as compared
to RP policies.

Many producers in the Upper Midwest
have been able to significantly enhance
their insurance protection in recent years
by utilizing the trend-adjusted yield (TA-
APH) endorsement, with only slightly
higher premium costs. The APH yield ex-
clusion (YE) option allows specific years
with low production to be dropped from
crop insurance APH yield guarantee cal-
culations. Several counties in Central and
Northern Minnesota are eligible for YE
for corn and soybeans in some of the past
ten years. For information on which coun-
ties, crops, and years are eligible for YE,
go the RMA web site at:
http://www.rma.usda.gov/

Given the tight profit margins for crop
production in 2018, some producers may
have a tendency to reduce their crop insur-
ance coverage, in order to save a few dol-
lars per acre in premium costs. However, a
producer must first ask the question:
“How much financial risk can I handle if
there are greatly reduced crop yields due
to potential weather problems in 2018,
and/or lower than expected crop prices?”
RP or RPE crop insurance policies serve
as an excellent risk management tool for
these situations, and 2018 may not be the
year to reduce insurance coverage. Many
producers will be able to guarantee near
$550.00 to $650.00 per acre for corn, and
near $350.00 to $450.00 per acre for soy-
beans at the 85% coverage level in 2018,
especially when also utilizing trend-ad-
justed APH yields.

A reputable crop insurance agent is the
best source of information to find out
more details of the various coverage
plans, to learn more about the TA-APH
yield endorsement, to get premium
quotes, and to help finalize 2018 crop in-
surance decisions. Following are also
some very good web sites with crop insur-
ance information:

> University of Illinois FarmDoc :
http://www.farmdoc.illinois.edu/cropins/i
ndex.as

> USDA Risk Management Agency
(RMA) : http://www.rma.usda.gov/
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God made a farmer

By: Paul Harvey From his address to
the 1987 AFBF Convention.

n the eighth day, God looked
O down on his planned paradise
and said, “I need a caretaker.”

So God made a Farmer.

God said, “I need somebody willing to
get up before dawn, milk the cows, work
all day in the field, milk cows again, eat
supper then go to town and stay past mid-
night at a meeting of the school board.”

So God made a Farmer.

“I need somebody with arms strong
enough to wrestle a calf and yet gentle
enough to deliver his own grandchild;
somebody to call hogs, tame cantankerous
machinery, come home hungry, have to
await lunch until his wife’s done feeding
visiting ladies, then tell the ladies to be sure
and come back real soon, and mean it.”

So God made a Farmer.

God said, “I need somebody willing to
sit up all night with and newborn colt, and
watch it die, then dry his eyes and say,
‘Maybe next year.” I need someboby who
can shape an axe handle from a persim-
mon sprout, shoe a horse with a hunk of
car tire, who can make a harness out of
hay wire, feed sacks and shoe straps, who
at planting time and harvest season will
finish his forty hour week by Tuesday
noon and then, paining from tractor back,
will put in another 72 hours.”

So God made a Farmer.

God had to have somebody willing to
ride the ruts at double speed to get the hay
in ahead of the rain, and yet stop in mid-
field and race to help when he sees first
smoke from a neighbor’s place.

So God made a Farmer.

God said, “I need somebody strong
enough to clear trees and heave bales, yet
gentle enough to wean lambs and pigs and
tend to pink combed pullets; who will stop
his mower for an hour to splint the broken
leg of a meadowlark. It had to be some-

body who’d plow deep and straight and
not cut corners; somebody to seed, breed,
and rake and disk and plow and plant, and
tie the fleece, and strain the milk, and re-
plenish the self-feeder and end a hard
week’s work with a five-mile drive to
church. Somebody who would bale a fami-

ly together with the soft, strong bonds of
sharing; who would laugh and then sigh,
and reply with smiling eyes when his son
says he want to spend his life doing what
dad does.”

So God made a Farmer.

AGRICULTURE

in the McLeod County Chronicle
and the ArlingtonEnterprise.

MAIL IN THE FORM BELOW: P.O. Box 188, Glencoe, MN 55336; OR CALL 320-864-5518 TO ORDER!

Ag Subscription Offer 2018 - 2 months free - Choose one of the following papers: 3 McLeod County Chronicle 7 Arlington Enterprise
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151 Eln:h Ave. E.
Hector, MN 55342
320-848-2241

Rﬂmlng Seetls I.LC

105 North ist St.
Olivia, MN

320-523-5065

2040 Rainbow Lane
Olivia, MN
320- 533 1399
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888-271-9748

GRIZ=EY
SPECIALIZING IN POST FRAME BUILDINGS

WINTER SALE EXTENDED

Purchase a Fully Constructed Building

Receive a Discount

Contract must be signed & down payment recelved by close of business
on March 2, 2018 to receive special pricing.

i

ALLOF OUR BUILDINGS FEATURE THE FOLLDWING:
= X5 Trosses; 50 Ground Snow Load ~ Concrete Footings
=~ All Wind, Lateral. Catwalk, Corner, and Knee Bracing Included
= Serew Fasteners = Mail-Laminated Columnas
~ Minimum 4"6" Columna Embed ment

Grizzly Buildings, Inc.

29307 Hwy 212 Danube, MN 56230
Local: 320-826-2512

Toll Free: 866-892-3489

www.grizzlybuildings.com
License SBCAIR144

e i e

3% Discount use promo code RP18

online at checkout - expires 6.30.18

SPRING IS JUST A THAW ZAWA\
GET YOUR TRACTOR READY TODAY

- y IP—

Cab Foam Fenders Instructional Monitor Work Lights
Interior Kits Seats Brackets %
1 i )i N
‘.
e £ e,
TOLL FREE FREE Catalog

Leading Aftermarket Seat Manufacturer and Distributor
Matiorwide in Agriculture, Construction & Turf Industries
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% . EXPERIENCE THE ADVANTAGE®

Your Ag Lending Team at F&M Bank
Minnesota, Olivia Office
Operating ~ Equipment ~ Livestock

Real Estate ~ USDA Rural Development
Stock Purchase ~ SBA and FSA Authority

Rural Finance Authority ~ Construction
Matt Aarons, Loan Officer

Alyssa Bruns, Credit Analyst

Diane Otteson, Loan Admimistrative Assistant

@ President, Jon Butler

Cenoin o , [=]3% =]
Member Olivia 320-523-1111  Renville 320-329-8301 Clarkfield 320-669-4431

FDIC www.fmbankminnesota.com [=]

Insurance

EXPERIENCE THE ADVANTAGE ®
Complete Insurance Services

We offer a full line of Farm Ag Products & Servicesl!

Farms, Farm Operations

Farm Equipment Dealers Petroleum & Ag Cnupernhves
Feed, Grain, or Hay Dealers Commercial Elevator
Machine Shop Small Business Liability Endorsements
Fertilizer/Chemical/Seed Dealers Workmen’s Compensation
Health, Life, & Disability Term Life Mortgage Insurance

Olivia 320-523-1694 » Renville 320-329-8301 « Granite Falls 320-564-4575
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All Ag Celebration

Island Eallmnm * Bird Island, MN
Monday, March 19, 2018

Spm Social Hour & Silent Auction
6pm Pork Chop Dinner & Entertainment

Live Auction & Children's Activities
Farm Family of the Year

S‘tﬂl’t 2ﬂ1ﬂ ﬂ'H: Rigl‘lt! Distinguished Service Awards

College is o smort investment. Ridgewater College is affordable
Apply new education and skills to your Farm business weekly!

= Farm Financing & Cash Flow Planning = Markating Strabeges " ng
+ Compuberized, Efective Farm Records, = Farm Succession & Transher Planning u = rE

Ridgewater's Farm
Buslness Munngum

Reports & Finances = Cost Analysis & Banchmarking
Fai,/REA Beginning Farmer Education i
| Your Area Expert Can Get You Started Any Time! | @ Y Minnesota
Travis Birhanzl - Olivia Area -+  320979-4609 =
facebook.com/ridgewatercollegefarmbusinessmanagement fgr g, #Ii

e s G AR

I % of auction proceeds going to
Ag Scholarships, Ag Education & Relay for Life,

$13,513

Estimoted goin in income &

Maximize

reduced expenses for 2004 Em:i"n:i"l
swrvoyped FEM MM students

RIDGEWATER HUTCHINSON & WILLMAR Tickets $10.00, Children age 7 & under are Free
= CAMPUSES Tickers available ar the door or
& mambar of Minnesota State An aqual opportunity employereducstor In advance from a Pro Ag Board Member

Lpply B Biabgreoter sl e wersridgeentoredy | S00-T220I5) WOV .["['I WOTC. Oro

If the physical
demands of farming
are affecting your
body this spring,we
offer the area’s finest
Orthopedic Surgeon,
Dr. Peter Sanders, at
RC Hospital & Clinics |
for all your Orthopedic \
needs.

Dr. Peter Sanders

\d RC HOSPITAL &/
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MORRIS B UILDE RS

Farm and Home * Building and Remodeling

New
Shops

Fully lined
¥ insulated

13935]Highwayj212XGlencoe’MN IRz

dannmorris:mbi@gmail:com for auer 50 years!




