
This is a· full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in ... 
dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 
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ST A TE OF LOUISIANA l Cl k' Off. T s· h D. · c PARISH OF BOSSIER r er S ice, wenty- lX't 1stnct ourt. 

To Any Ordained Minister of the Gospel, Judge, or Justice of the Peace Who Is Authorized 
Marriage- Within the Parish of Bossier, Louisiana, GREETING: 

YOU ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND EMPOWERED TO UNITE IN THE 
BONDS OF MATRIMONY AND HOLY WE.PLOCK 

MR. ___ ___,;'"-'fi .... • ]._l,_1.._.· Pc:..1i..l.l.n_1
,._l
1..._. _____,3...1..i ... s~d..,_i c;,.C>.vQ...,Yl~- ----- , of ____ ,...Sbbl.-.l.-r,;;<e+Jf-..C-.;,_94,Q>±r'-lct~,--+L,is@h.~-----

( GIVE FUI,L NA";\IE) 

AND 

M rs . Etta ".,a.1 mie 
(GIVE FULL NAME) 

And to solem~ize_an_d to celebrate said Marriage between said parties, according to the laws and 
customs of th~§ qtte, <1nd ;nak~ your return hereof as the law directs, and this your authority for so doing. 

V" -_ ...,--'- --- -- /._ 

Given-und-et"S nv,:_hand an_d'-s~al,,of office, at Benton, L a. , this __ _ 
- ~- -- ,..,,/'"'--,-

- -...., r - ...,, -_ --

........_ -- .... ,......, - -
---- --

- - ~- -........ .... ":---.... _ ":, ____ ___,, ' .... ~-

S:!A TE O F "'-t:._OUISIANA-PA~ISH OF BOSSIER 
---- . ~--- - PROCES VERBAL OF MARRIAGE 

~~ -
BE IT REMEMBERED, That by virtue of a License issued by the Clerk of the District Court of the ---1 Parish of Bossier, I, _ _________ __._,1;_._....,..._,.,"""-="'±'-,---------~-------- -

1 have celebrated Marriage between Mr. 1fiJ lia1n m "R idd ison 

and M rs . ...:tta :,:a.lone , and have joined them together in 

Holy Wedlock, according to law, this 6tb , day of.~ 0=c ..... -'-.,_,_,. o,.,..,~nn=·~r ~, _______ _ ,19~ 

CONTRACTING PARTIES: 
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Marriage License 
STATE OF LOUISIANA } 

Parish of Bossier Clerk's Office, Twenty-Sixth District Court 

To Any Orda!ned .Minister of the Gospel, Judge, o Judice of the Peace Who Is Authorized to Celebrate Marriage 
Within the Parish of Bossier, Louisiana, GREETING: 

YOU ARE HEREBY AUTHORIZED AND EMPOWERED TO UNITE IN THE 
BONDS OF MATRIMONY AND HOLY WEDLOCK 

l\~ William T. Biddison 'lr. ______________ _ 
( GIVE FULL "iAME) 

---,-, of ___ S_h_r_e_v_e_p_o_r_t_,_L_a_. ___ _ 

AND 

ws. Etta Malone ,of ___ B_o_s_s_i_e_r_C_i_t~y~,_L_a_. __ _ 
( GIVE FULL NAME ) 

And to solmnize and to celebrate said Marriage between said parties, according 
to the laws and customs of this State, and make your return hereof as the law directs, 
and this your authority for so doing. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Benton, La., this,_~5"--t'--"h"'--.'--'''---day of 

October, 19~ . 
Signed- A. J. Broussard 

(SEAL) 
CLERK OF COURT 

STATE OF LOUISIANA---PARISH OF' BOSSIER 
PROCES VERBAL OF MARRIAGE 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That by virtue of a License issued by the Clerk of the Dis-

trict Court of the Parish of Bossier, I, _w_._B_._S_a~P~P _____________ _ 

have celebrated Marriage between Mr. William T. Biddison 

and Mrs. Etta Malone , and have joined them together in 

Holy Wedlock, according to law, this 5t.!1~-tlay of _ _ 0ctober, 19~ 

THREE WITNESSES: CONTRACTING PARTIES: 

Signed- A. c. Whittington Signed- William T. Biddison 
II A. Crain 

" Etta Malone 

__ '
1 
__ w. M. McCall 

" W. B. Sapp 
SIGNATUR~)QllDIBE OR JUSTICE 
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All items in this PDF was collected and preserved by George 

Allen Malone from his grandmother Etta Biddison. You can 

learn more about William T. Biddison AKA (Buck Rogers) at 

htt ps: / / wo r Id wa rtwov ete rans. o rg/ bid di so n-w i 11 i am-ta I be rt­

bid dis o n-6660 3 6 7 -k i a-pow-k i 11 e d-i n-a ct ion-prisoner-of-war­

ca mp-a t-osa ka-48t h-materiel-squadron-27th­

bombardment-group-the-fighting-men-of-louisiana/  
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COMMISSARY IDENTIFICATION 1 I Coo CHARGE ACCT. No .... ... ••···-·••·-•-· 

NAME, Biddi son W. T. 

RANK & oRGN.: S/Sgt , 2nd .fat . Sqa , :35th .l\ir Ease, Gp 

DATE:1/1O /41 MONTHLY CREDIT LIMIT $ ... 2L.QO_ ..... 

APPROVED, ~ l a;1 (,JJ7 /:, . 
·· ·•·······················- ·· · ~ ··················-· 
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Nam,, .~J.P. i-;r;,Q~! ... ,J)H.~ .. ~. J. ....... Grade .P.x-1.• ... .... .. . 

.3erlal No. ;.,.6f' 3.67 ..... Org.~.3rl .. .P;::.,_..!;... . .q.dn ....... .C .... . 

CLASS "A" CARD 
Hawaiian Departir,ent, T. H. 

~~~~'~:Z~ -
· • ·.:.~ .. ) .... ~~,;,.J.1~-~J ........ c. . .. 1 I,_:':-!c ~ .... j/;·•··- ~-·.:J:f...JiVJ.,,S ... ;n .c. t 

(t'n:-119-If.tll. t',,o,rnanderl a-,. A,Uut.ult.) :ti.. G • 
Form H.D. No. 504 
,.J 'i J1011olulu-7-2!'i-:l5•5;\I , 
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Eyes __ }ue _____ Hair _hr()r?' ___ Complex1v ... _ _zc.\ld{!·.;::._ .. _ 

5t 10' 150 ::.cs ZS y~s HeighL .. ---.------- Weight_____________ Age ___________ _ 
,. 

Identification marks on face and hands only. ~i~~~---~----

The holder· of this card has 1lemonstrated his loyalty 
and ability to conduct himself in such a manner as to 
reflect credit upon the servfoe nncl upon his uniform. He 
may be extended privileg,is as indicated in 1iar. 12 b (2), 
Regulations Hawaiian Department. 

/~-... ___ iZ_ ___ <l_4~--
(Soldfer·, Signature) 
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NameBIDDIEON, __ William TGrade Pfc. ____ _ 

Serial No?§.§_Q~§_'l__ or;?, ~:i;_q __ l3Qm_\)_!. __ ~_q_qn_! __ 

SPECIAL PRIVILEGE CARD 
Hawaiian Department, T. H. 
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, 
' 

Eyes:::21lJ_~----- Hair ____ j3_rn__ Comple:xion __ R\lsl.QY_ 

Height_Q_'_~~.:. ____ Weight_l.5.Q ______ Age ___ ~o -----
Iclentification marks on face and hands only. _No.n.e. ___ _ 

The holder of this card has demonstrated his loyalty 
and ability to conduct himself in such a. manner as to 
rqflect credit upon the service and upon hia uniform. He 
will be permitted to leave the post at any time when not 
cin duty. This card will be shown to any military police 
upo~7.est. 1 / / 
_(o:fd/'~ ___ d_ __ /J~~--------

(Soldlcr'1 Signature) 

I 
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WAR DEPARTMENT-Q. M . C. Form 228 (Old No. 531)-AD.I>rovod AI>ril 17 , ~ 

UNITED STATES ARMY MOTOR VEH ICLE 
DATcl:-:_lQ.'.:'_~7 OPERATOR'S PERMIT No. __ _ J. _____ _ 

QUARTERMASTER CORPS, TRANSPORTATION SERVICE 
MOTOR TRANSPORT DIVISION 

THIS PERMIT, WHEN OFFICIALLY STAMPED AND DATED, 

AUT1 O~1f5iJHE UNDERSIGNED TO OPERATE U. S. A. 
No .. _.!:.._:-_____ DJ_______ R NY MOTOR VEHICLE IN THE ARMY. 

//1., ' . f/ (I <laLi~--:l/1.LJ~ 7/<v{ ''0 
/2 ~-~~-a~:ir:~-~Q~~: _______ _ 

- --;;r;~'t,,sl-;;~;-~;.;;-;;-;;;.;~~----- Luke 0,iel'a, T • B • 
.. . • i'· ~ ----------------------------------------
\ ~ ,. -, ~:R STATION 

\ ~ ny yiolation o f Moto:J:~ro~\~~~':!:t!id~· o't tb~~~::l~n by any court will bo 

' ·j,3-8552 v. o. oov"""""' ••umxo om cz 
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BARKSDALE FIELD SWIMMING POOL 

Recommen 

Approved: 

HARRY P. JORDAN, 
2nd. Lt. Q.M.C. 

Post A. & R. Officer 

Org. 
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RULES 

1. All bathers will take cleansing bath before entering pool. 

2. No articles of food will be carried into bathhouse or pool. 

3. Smoking within the pool is prohibited. 

4. Persons reported by the surgeon as having, or being a 
carrier of infectious diseases will not use the pool. 

5 . Rough play will not be permitted around the pool or bath­
house. 

6 . This card must be presented to Attendant. 

Signature of Bearer 

NOT TRANSFERABLE 
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48th MATERIEL SQUADRON 
G. H. Q. AIR FORCE 

SAVANNAH AIR BASE 

SA VANNAH, GEORGIA 

• . , ', UNIUD 
-~ STATES 
·;~POSTAGE 

·1•,-: 

':~--.i~ "W'·.1~ 
- CENTS :\-

~ 
-loEFEN~E· _ 

BONDS AND s Al'f, 
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48th MATERIEL SQUADRON 
AlR FORCE COMBAT COMMAND 

SAVANNAH ARMY AIR BASE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 

A _ /~,,/4 , ,: _f ~ d/AX _ 
,~-, a..4'~f ~ A 

I.J/ ,,d,_ . __,/~ a__J ~ / 
~./4_~ k~~ ~ ~~J g__,_~~r 

µ 'f <7--U J'7 cf..~ ~./4 

~ V--'--'C.,C.~ ~ ~ -- ~ / ~ ~ 
P, _,,,&G ~/,4-<- / .~ ~ ~ ~ 

/3# 
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48th MATERIEL SQUADRON 
AlR FORCE COMBAT COMMAND 

SAVANNAH ARMY AIR BASE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 

/id.LL/~ 
~T'C.,,"T ' :,I / ?fL/ 
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The undersigned Firm, hereinafter called the Dealer, warrants Used Motor 

Vehicle (Trade Name) ....... l .J.Js.ed. .... ~.3 .6 ... Reo. .. S.e.d.a.n ..... ......................... . 

(Serial Number) ...... Defac.ed ............ (Engine Number) .. ...... 6D.'Z?.l ................. . 

hereinafter called the Vehicle, to (Name) .. WJA~ ..... 'I'.• ... J?J.~.~J~.9.~ .................... . 

hereinafter called the Purchaser, (Address) ......... 6th ... Air. ... B.a.se. .................... . 
Barksdale Fie 

while owned by said.~'lm .. ... .'£ ...... B.iddi.s.on .......... and registered in his name 

against all repairs to the extent of a 50% reduction on regular labor charges 
and a 25% reduction on parts from the current list prices established by the 
manufacturer of the Vehicle, rovided it is delivered to the Dealer's Service 
Station accompanied by this Warranty. The Purchaser agrees to pay the 
remainder of said charges in cash or certified check when the work has been 
completed and before the Vehicle is returned to him. 

This Warranty does not apply to Vehicle: {I) As to year, model or mileage; 
(2) As to tires, radio, heater, glass, accessories, electrical equipment, gasoline 
gauge or speedometer; (3) If Vehicle is repaired or altered outside in any way 
of the Dealer's Service Station; (4) If subjected to negligence or accident or 
in the judgment of the dealer it has been misused. This is the only Warranty 
on the Vehicle and it is in lieu of all other Warranties, expressed or implied, and 
of all other obligations or liabilities of the Dealer, who neither assumes nor 
authorizes any other person to assume any other liability in connection with the 
Vehicle. The Purchaser accepts this Warranty and agrees that in consideration 
of its issuance that no claim will be made against the Dealer except as herein­
before provided. 

Except those items not subject to regular 
discount. 

Date ....... , ...... ............... ............. .................... . 

THIS WARRANTY MUST BE PRESENTED FOR SERVICE 
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FIGHTING MEN o/ LOUISIANA 

© W11.1.1AM TA Ll!EllT B11J01SON 

S/S1,1 .• 1l n11y Air Cor1,1t 

S1m•i\'Or c,f die lka1h Mucb of 8:111,.,11 who 111c1 Iii,, •k~II• lwo yc.uti 
l.:11cr in 11 Jap!ll1e,o" pri.w>n('r or wu e11m1) 1.11 O<:tb. Sc11tNrll 
8iddi!o0n Wlhl 1he hu~b:md of Ora t:u:1 JliJdifOll, 208 \V:ai .!lOn StriN;I. 
&911M!r Ci1y, u ,J t•nl<-rt•d llw 11rntt.oel y,n ·ic~· in 19:\6 in C1ltin1l,Y-"­
Ohio, From 1936 10 1939, S...r,:(·tt.111 fli ,ldi,,on wa~ 1<t.11tOned .111 

Hc,nofuh1 i11 du, Jlts"'aiian l,-bmJ.e1. Wl,cn " 'Ill' hr,,;\4• r..111 il1 l ht' 

Pacifk:, he e111erc,I tl)I.: Anu)· Air F,m;~ 111 R:uk~(lale Field. Ln.lcr 
lie wa• ~--iww-,1 to Snv0,n11.nh Air O«K-, Co11. ( ,e3vir1Jl Snvanm,h 
October 21, l?,$1, he btntlCil in 1lte Philippines Noventbc-r 21, 19,11, 
Ir~ wu (igbt ing on Oataun and Correi;idor wl1~11 llu.: A1rlt'rit·1m 
fo«:t1'- itwt 1hcir c.niela-1 auJ m1>H J t'~per.111eo ddc,1:11. ' l'Mt1 iuJl:ii11 
soldier i,urvh·cd 1hc 6n1:w11 Oea1h Mardt nnd olbe.r horrou of tbc 
dirk~ t tin)'$ in du: Pl1ili(IJ1im .. "!). Sent 10 a Ju1~:11,~c: 1>ri~1n c.·u m1> ot 
0Mktt in 19-'3, ho inanaatcd 1n ,mrvivc ur11il Ft"Lmnry I, l!J.15. Jli.,. 
dc--111h W:t!< 11.urlbuu.-d to !Jt"rlbt-ri and J>net.imuni:t. In :11IJi1ior1 1•1 J,l .. 
w'ife he i11 11urvh·cd l.,y '"'•1 brotb<'~ Hetlford Hltl;li.~11 or Coh1ml:111:& 
and •:n1min Oid\li~n of ~11 f°l'l111d ..t:o. ;u:id urw ,ri;_tcr, .,\h1ry UiJJi. 
100n, aJeio of ~11 fr111(:itieo, 

©JAMf.S H,rnn;v MAt.ON& 

Pm.Al 3/ C. U11iwJ S11,u•s Navy 

Son r;,f M~ Eu.1 Uiddi,-011, 208 \V:ll.!!OJI Sh«I, ~ ier City, He 

wa~ lklm Nc,.,c:mbe-r 17, 19'25, and lu,.J j11s1 gradu$tlcd from Milford 

I H~l1 School i11 June, 19'13, wlM.'t1 he enlistt"d in 1bc Navy. lie mt• 

ttml,cd l>oo1 <:amp an,I llo.i.pha1 CA)rp11 Sd100J in Stu~ Di<!go, C1.1lif~ 
11ml w.a» aseiiiino.l 1(1 Ju1y 11~ a l1oio11i1cil ~orr:1i11an ,11 Sl,oc1n11.kcr, 

Calif. On N.,,.ember 20, 19J.S, he 1.'ml-arl:.-:d for tht- ~,ml of Cua.m. 
r,•11.1rniQ1t 10 111-1; ~ale~ November 17, 1916. lie wlt.9 as,;igned h> 

llu: mm1I b0$1)it•I on Cu11111 as • OOrJ>!i1ru111. On 1he U. S. S. Stu• 
li;;lu. lw was wi1II a fl(lel -01i,er111ins ill 1beo ""'11.l rnl off JaJMlll, ond 

hu 1he A~i:111ic-Pacifie 'Ow:uro <1f 01H:rn1ioni1 tmd 1l1c Aou:rk1n 

1't,c.a1re Hil:1l1em, Rt-u.m1ing In the Stalet' on 1hc -,Jltnc,. iahip. U. S. S. 
StarliJ!.ht. 011 l lu1y will, d1~ Mcdi<-.il l Corp$. he reeci,·t-.1 hh, hnnonibl" 

di,<f1:sr1te M•rcl1 11, 19,.t.6, .u1 C:un1> Wallo«, TexlilJI.. '1'11(' youthful 
l1hann•eb,1'l! M;11e &])(•111 more d,a,1 11 r«r o.-s a. 1nQdkal corpi mn.n 

on the Paeifk l,:11tle fro11111 11Jloo1 aml (111 Cu:sm. 111,cn in tbc w;attl'i 

t1ff Jnp;,n. 

[ 116 J 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



In Repl.7 
fer to 

IJJJ, 201 Biddison, Villi f . 
(7-27-42) .EB 

1dd1son 

Dear • Bidd1 n: 

Jul7 27, 1942 

cording to ar Departaen\ records , 7011 ha•• be n deeig ted s th 
d.rea •• of Staff r ant llliaa T. 1dd1eon, 6,660.367, ho, 

to the \t t infor•t1ou ~ 11 bl•• • aerTi int hili 1 • 
the ti• of· tn• ~ l aurren er. 

.• i._. ·;:r} , i 
" tlon than 1 

Bataan there 
e1Yabl7 t • 

181 nd of the 
.>f confor iug to 
ch • o! infor 

nt will re 1 
ot var. ntil 

.. \ 

ll consider th• person 

ccrue to t ·he 

Ve 

I( . ,'11 • • 

•• 
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Fmm, ~~ --;r,&~ 
Name V/J.,,(,A 

Vl.iLt.i.am.._~ .. __ B.id.d.1.s.on. __ 

Nationality --~erican ____ _ 
Rak Staff Sergeant 

n ------------------------

Camp ~_!li-~ine Military 
Prf~JCamp No.-1. 

Iii .. • ... , · • • Ii -~ 
lJ)I , .... 

,· t LJ ..L 

,.,,,,, 

?JI 
7 

To: Mrs. ___ tta _Biddison ___________ ~ 

11tl:.fg_r~.________________________ ~ 
TEXAS: 

U. S. A. 
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IMPERIAL JAPA ESE ARMY 

1. I am interned atTb.e _Philippine Military _Prison _Camp_ Nol 

2. My health is ~t; good;lf~~-

3. I am-uninjured; Ji21.0CBi:Xlib~XJZl:l!'!l XtUm-m:ta,C~Ol:ZllJJH2m:Ztl!ZJI!.. 

4. I am - ftft~~i!JWI~~ well. 

5. Please see ~ al --: _ · ___ • ~ --------------------------------------------· 

---------------------------------------------------------- is taken care of. 

6. (Re: Family); _____ 3!9_:p~ __ YQ~--~±'-~--~J._i_Jt~l.l.., __________________ _ 

. 7. Please give my best regards to ______ JlJ,t:t_~_. __________________________ _ 
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211-117972ABCD 

I 
r 
I 

"'WAR DEPARTMENT ,, 
ARMY SER VICE FORCES 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GE,NERAL 

WASHINGTON 

• 

22 November 1943 

RE: S/Sgt. William T. Biddison 
.American Prisoner of War 
Osaka Camp, Tokyo, Japan 
VIA: New York, New York 

Mrs. Etta Biddison, 
Post Office Box 255, 

Milford, Texas. 

Dear Mrs. Biddison: 

The Provost Marshal General has directed me 
to inform you o:f the transfer of the above-named 
prisonar ·or war to the cRmp indicated. 

You may communicate with him by following the 
inclosed mailing instructions. 

Further information will be :forwarded as soon 
as it is received. 

v.&~ 
Howard F. Bresee, 
Colonel, C.M.P., 

Assistant Director, Prisoners of War Division. 

1 Incl. 
Mailing Circular. 
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Form OC-15 

RETURNED. 

TO SENDER 

BY CENSOR 
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CouNTY OF DELTA 

J. THEODORE OHLEN, COUNTY CLERK 
. MARY CONSTANTINEAU, DEPUTY 

ESCANABA, MICHIGAN 

Feb. 3, 1943 

ichi gan DepA.rtment of Heal th 
:Suren.u of Records & S+-ptistics 
Lrm sing, Lier_ igri.n 

There is no recorc: here of the~cm•d of birth of 
0r, e \'{11 linr.:. ?al ert Biddi sori . I fl~r tl~trreMn cor.1plying 
'Vi th their requec:t n.nd r:1.ailirig t:1eir request on o ya 

County Clerk 
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:.rs . ;ttu Biddiso1 

ltllford , '.1.1 exas 

OX 255 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



:.rs . ;ttu Biddiso1 

ltllford , '.1.1 exas 

OX 255 
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::;)ee.r J.!rs . Biddisoi : 

axahachie , .i. exas 
.. ay 27 , 1943 

lease come into our office rhen it is 
convient for you to come . ' e \Jqnt to be of 
."lelJ) and a.11ythiHg we can do please feel free 
to call 011 us . 

Yours truly 
FORRESTER HANCOCK 

/ Chairman, Home Se;vic~ 

Waxahachie Chapter-American Red Cro.1 
, WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 

1 
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JUGAN JI 
1 5 Tanimachi 8-c:.011.e, 

Minllll.iku, Osaka, Japa:a 

ll. S . /9-. 
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SPMGG 

To the Next of Kin 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 2!5, D. C. 

of American Prisoners of War 
in the Hands of the Enemy. 

Dear Next of Kin: 

March, 1945, 

The recent glorious successes of Allied Armies which resulted in the 
release of thousands of Americans interned in the Philippines and a lesser 
though equally important number in Europe have swamped the Provost Marshal 
General's Office with inquiries and the pleasurab~e task of inf0rming next 
of kin that their loved ones have been returned to Allied control, Every 
attempt is being,:ma.de to inform you at the earliest possible date and at 
the same time to assure the best possible treatmen_t for those less fortu­
nate individuals still in enemy hands. 

All persons in the Provost Marshal General's Office and in the War 
Department, including those in Washington and those in the field, who have 
anything to do with the prisoner of war program have constantly in mind 
one dominating thought, and that thought is to .do everything humanly pos­
sible to insure that our own people in the hands of the enemy have all of 
the benefits of the Geneva Convention which it is possible for us to get 
for them, and to insure in every way possible their early return to their 
homes in this country in the best possible condition. To accomplish this 
we are ever on the alert to avoid anything which will give the enemy an 
excuse for failing to give to our men everything to which they are entitled 
or cause the enemy to do anything which would interfere in any way with 
their return to their homes in the best possible condition, 

There have been :many conn:nents on the radio, in the press, and by per­
sons in the street to the effect that American treatment of German priso­
oners of war bas been "soft." That is untrue. American treatment has been 
firm and fair. 

A careful reading of the provisions of the Geneva Convention and a 
comparison of the treatment given prisoners of war in the United States 
with the provisions of that Convention will show that the War Department 
bas followed a policy of giving to Ger.man prisoners of war exactly what 
they are entitled to under the Convention but no more, 

I 
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The War Department believes it essential to pursue a program that will 
protect the Americans in enemy hands and eventually bring them safely back 
to the homes they have so gallantly defended. The necessity for such a 
policy was recognized by the House Military Affairs Committee, which, follow­
ing an investigation which failed to substantiate any of the numerous coddling 
rumors; reported as follows: 

"The provisions of the ~neva Convention of 1929 are obviously 
being carried out to the letter and it is well indeed that such is 
the case-, since the slightest deviation therefrom on our part would 
instantly result in more than retaliatory measures on the part of 
our enemies against American prisoners of war in their hands. Such 

. a contingency must not be overlooked for a single instant." 

The War Department intends to continue adhering to the Geneva Convention 
regardless of criticism not only because under Article 6 of the Constitution 
of the United States, treaties such as the Geneva Convention constitute part 
of the supreme law of the land and the War Department has no choice but to 
carry out the supreme law of the land, but also because we are convinced that 
it is paying dividends in the saving of lives and the preservation of health 
among our own men in the hands of the enemy. 

In the Washington Star of February 13, 1945 appeared an article by 
Victor O. Jones, North American Newspaper Alliance, date lined "Somewhere in 
Holland" and headed "Pampering of Nazi Prisoners may be Saving American Lives." 
In referring to German prisoners of war, he said: 

"We asked all the prisoners whether they had been afraid of 
mistreatment after capture. They all said their officers had 
told them they'd be shot or tortured, but that they hadn't be­
lieved it because they had had letters from captured comrades 
who told them British and American treatment of prisoners wes 
excellent, 

"It may burn you up to hear that German prisoners are get­
ting cigarettes when you can't, but it's not a big price to pay 
when you can get guys like these to come out of strong bU:nkers 
without firing a shot. After the 9th Army troops took Bruchelen 
without resistance they were surprised by the strength of some of 
its fortifications, The main body of Germans had retired, but a 
die-hard rear guard had been left behind with instructions to 
fight to the last bullet. If they'd done so our casualties might 
have been nruch heavier than they were. From that point of view, 
our olic of livi u to the Geneva Convention is smart tactics 
even without considering other angles." Underscoring supplied). 

-2-
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It is hardly necessary to explain to next of kin of American prisoners 
of war held by the Germans what an outstanding job the Red Cross is doing in 
getting food and medicine to our people. In the Sunday Star, Washington, D.C., 
February 18, 1945, under the heading, "Red Cross Sends Food to U.S. Prisoners 
in Germany via Sweden", Mr. Maurice Pate of The American Red Cross said: 

"The greatest single factor which gives us strength in getting 
relief and maintaining regular connnunication with our prisoner kin 
is the scrupulous attitude of the American Army in fulfilling the 
Treaty of Geneva toward enemy prisoners. Some have lightly called 
this policy of our Army "mollycoddling." The truth is that the Army 
has maintained the highest discipline in handling enemy prisoners. 
It treats these men strictly but fairly and has obtained from them 
millions of valuable man-work hours." 

In the article to whicn I have just referred, Mr. Pate also stated that 
the American prisoners receiving regular Red Cross food packages eat better 
and have more tobacco than the Germans who are guarding them. He also stated 
that thus far the American prisoner with his Red Cross and private parcels eats 
as well as, or better than the average German civilian. Our informa.tio;n indi­
cates that American prisoners receive between 1800 and 2000 calories of food 
per day from the Germans. Apparently that is not true of French and Russian 
prisoners. A recent statement in the New York Times was to the effect that 
French and Russian prisoners in Germany are not treated in accordance with the 
provisions of the Geneva Convention, and have been reduced to eating I-a.ts. The 
value of strict adherence to the Geneva Convention is apparent. 

The Provost Marshal General handles for the War Department 'matters con­
cerning American prisoners of war in the hands of the enemy and also concern­
ing enemy prisoners of war in our hands. The purpose of this letter is to 
point out to you as next o~ kin the close relationship existing between our 
strict adherence to the terms of the Geneva Convention and the health and 
lives of our people in the hands of the enemy. We feel that when these facts 
are better known to the American public there will be less criticism of the 
War Department's adherence to the provisions of the Geneva Convention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Archer L. Lerch, 
Major General, U.S.A., 

The Provost Marshal General. 

25-25888-30M 
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This is a· full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in ... 
dicatcd by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTER 
UNION 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
FRESlOENT 

. NL.,, Night Letter 

LC ~ Dcfor~d Cable 

NLT-Cablc Night Letter 

Ship R.t::!iogn.m 

The filing time~ ;n *""' -'-•~"- ~•-· 
~•JI r•rr 

' 'ttera is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of 1eceipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

.. I, 'i" : ',; - -

(; u '- TB .X ", r~ .SH I .c T J C 3 1 57 19:5 i'. JV 3 . AV: I I 

S I DD ISO~l~ 

· R -FI I S - I - I .. - 1-l J. B/-d JI} s /SGT I LL I/\ 

•1 

S S IE \ C I TY L ! = 

T B IDD ISr ~ AS ',A I 

ro• R- r --:1 11,l,c. I STAT': 1. IS r RECORD He\ - IS hf, 
JI :.D F::+jRIJ RY i c!l,._'J IF\ JAP PP 1sn. 1 SU" 

,, 11 • • t;iG::ST Y lJ FvR'./\:1 

Y v U RF. C: I VE D RE C E NTL Yi-· r: 1 H I '. s s AS P S. ISL: A . 
'1,l<E Ti. 

F ,A T-::R = 

IU, A PRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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This was sent home in his wallet 
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This was sent home in his wallet 
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HE.. 

Mrs . Etta Biddison 
Box 411 

:JARTERS ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

OFFICE OF THE PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

9 March 1945 

Bossier City , Louisiana 

Dear J\Irs . i3iddison : 

The Provost ?'arshal General has directed me to reply to 
your letter of 9 February 1945, regarding your husband , Staff 
Sergeant 'illiam T. Biddison . 

This office sincerely r egrets that it is unabl e to grant 
your request for a label to send a package to the Orient at this 
time. committee composed of representatives of the State 
Department , Hed Cross , Foreign Sconomic Administration, favy 
Department , Post Office Department , Bureau of Censorship , and The 
Provost .arshal General ' s uffice , has been .r;na.king every effort 
possible tu complete arr ange::i.ents whereby packages may be sent to 
United States prisoners of war interned by Ja~an . That Govern­
ment has cuntinualJ.y refused to grant safe cvnduct of non- Japanese 
vessels withln Japanese waters , carrying relie.f suppl ies to 
prisoners of war , and has refused to send its vessels tv any 
neutral area tu pick up such supplies . 

Please be assured tuat the Provost !,,arshal General is exer­
cising the full influence of his office to assist the committee 
in the solution of this problem. If and when arrangements are 
completed , a package permit will be forwarded . 

Please be assured that when anything further is learned of 
your husband you will be notified immediately . 

Sincerely yours 

H~r,j111D 1' . J~:SEZ 
volunel , , P 
Directer, ,,merican Prisoner of ' Jar 

Information 2ureau 
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main of the Juganj i Temple where the ashes had 
enshrined and served by Rev. Shinkai Yamaguchi. 

This is a picture wh e n soldier's ashes were delivered to 
G. H . Q. i n Octover 19 4 5. ( photo by Osaka Asahi Press) 
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' an General Bo pital, San 
Calit., 25 arch 1946. 

n Hop, Santa Fe, • Mex. 
co. pliance with ba ic conunicat1on, listed below are 

t per onnel attached to the 48t Kt riel quadron, and pe~---~~nt a dress a: 

rr n C gett, 0-268018 
urch 't. 

, Ga. 

A. ltzer, 70301 8 

CORRY, 
C 
Officer. 

Dear rs. Biddison, 

I have been able to locate the above 5 men of the 48th 
Materiel Squadron and am sendi'1g them letters like the one I am enclosing. 

If any of them eoud.dc sho ld se1. , ou the certificates ;you 
need I would appreciate your writing and telling me abut it. 

Do you know that if you have the letter in :hich Bill told 
Y?U about the insurance, you can t.:ake that to the Arnzy- and it 
WJ.11 be proor of his having done .it, . ~ 

trSeid 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C • 

... Gr'C- 0 201 .iJiddison, 1illiam T. 
(26 Lar 46) 0810311-U- 2 

• ::rs . 'tta Jic.ciison 
Post Office Box 411 
Bossier, Louisiana 

Dear 1.:rs . Biddison : 

m 

1. ril 1946 

I run ritin5 to you concernin6 your husuand, Staff Sergeant 
I 

· .. illiam T. Biddison, 6660367 . 

I v.ish to advise you that additional information has nO\i been 

received which dis closes that Sergeant Eiddison died on 1 February 

1945 in the OsaY...a Prisoner of 'Tar Canp , in Japan, as a result of 

bronchitis , instead of beri beri ar:d influenza, as you were pre­

viously informed . The I ar Department re0 rets exceedingly the aela y 

in furnishing you the cause of your husband ' s death . 

You have uy heartfelt sympathy in your bereavement . 

Sincerely yours , 

~~ 9 . UJ~ 
ZD.. 1D F . .ITT.:::~LL 
l.1ajor General 
The 1\djutant General of the Army 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

~ 

• Mrs. Etta Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Madam: 

2 Park Avenue 
New York 16, New York 

February 26, 1946 YOUR FILE REFERENCE: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: MBAB 

BIDDISON, William T. 
xc-6,089,.387 

The Ve~erans Admini~tration has learned with regret of the 
death of the above-named veteran. 

Under existing laws you may be entitled to a pension, and 
there is enclosed a blank form for _your use. If you desire to file 
a claim, the enclosed form should be carefully filled out in accord­
ance with the instructions printed thereon and returned to the Veter­
ans Administration, 'Wlq;tl!IJ•'1!:lkJIIDYf:!jitpam1:m. Should you feel the need of 
assistance in the preparation of your claim you may write to the Vet­
erans Administration, :WB:sb1ml~t~~., or contact any Veterans 
Administration Facility. 

Any pension benefits payable will be in addition to any 
Government life insurance benefits to which you may be entitled, for 
which reason a separate claim for pension must be filed. You may be 
assured that upon receipt of the claim it will be given careful con­
sideration and you will be informed of any additional evidence which 
may be required. 

All correspondence relative to this case should be addressed 
to this office, and should show the veteran's name and XC-number given 
above, to permit prompt identification. 

Enc. Form 534 

Adjudication Form 605 
Rev. March 1943 

Respectfully, 

~>ff~ 
R. J. HINTON, 
Director, 
Dependents Claims Service. 
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IIREVE RT 4, J.0UI lia 

March 8, 1946 

• 

• IC.A. 

D1reotor or Inaurano•• 
Veterana Admin1atrat1on, 
1Je.ahington 25, D. c. 

SSJlpCD 

BIDDISOI, Williaa t. 
X0--6 089 387 

Dear Sir, 

Th•r• 1• aubmitted the tollow1ng Fona• in oonneotion with olala 
ot Mr•• E1;ta Biddieon, P. o. Box 411, Boeeier City, Louiaiana, widow of 

· the aboTe named dee aaed voter i 

CJO --eth 

Inola. 10. 

Veteraus daini1tre.tion Inau.re.noe Fora 1601. 
Veter&ne dainiatre.tion Inauranc• Fora 366. 
Attida...S.t aa to error on arr1. • L1oen1e and 

Death Cert1ttoate ot nazne ot widow'• t'ormer hu1band. 
Copy ot a.rriage Lio nae ot widow to her former hueband. 
Oopy or Death Certitioate ot widow• • torrtJl/ir hueband.. 
Statement ot • D. Hargroff, • I>. on diH.bility ot aon 

o,-er eighteen ara ot e.ge tor 1'h1oh pena1on ii claimed. 
Copy or Oertiticate of irth ot ar'rin Lovett Malone. 
Copy ot Certificate ot Birth ot truette Carl11l• Malone., 
Oopy ot arriag• L1oen1e ot Jira. Etta Malone to Willi t. 

Biddi1on. 
Copy ot Certitioate ot irth or deoeaeed Teteran. 

Very truly your•, 

THCJQS S. BLOODWORTH, 
Manager, Sub-Regional Ott1oe. 

Mrs. Etta Biddis , 
p . O. Box 411 ,. 
Boss i er City , Louisiana 
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Mrs . Etta :Biddison 
Milford, Texas 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
2 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 
March 1st 1946 

YOUR FILE REFERENCE: 

IN REPLY -· '"E R TO: 8-~CA 

XC- 6 089 . 387 

:BIDD 1 , William T. 
Dear Madam: 

You were named beneficiary for $ 10,000.00 of the National Service Life Insurance issued to 
tl.b6'Vt?:-vt1.J.J ~loru::U. :i.nSULt,d wl.t1.vh J..5 f»:A..~""a.t.l-:i.tJ w6-u tl.Ll:, in c:iu un10U.1.d:, UO.St::i\J. Ou you1 a.~t1 uu Lhe Ua. i e of. t.he 
insured's death. It is desired to settle this insurance as soon as possible. You. prompt submis­
sion of the following evidence is requested: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Your claim on enclosed Form 355. 

Your election of mode of payment on the enclosed Form 1501. Complete information as to mode 
of payment will be obtained by a careful reading of the form. 

Certified copy of public or church record of your 
or the insured was previousli married, it will be 
decree of ·divorce or annulment, or certified copy 
spouse of such former marriage.) 

marriage to the insur r -.. (If either you 
necessary to file certified copy of court 
of public record of death of the deceased 

Certified copy of public record of your birth 
record must show date of birth of claimant.) 
signature and seal of legal cust_odian of such 

or church record of your baptism . (Church 
(Certified copies of public records must bear 
records.) 

If public or church record of your birth or baptism cannot be furnished, the following may be 
submitted: 

(a) An affidavit by physician or midwife in attendance at birth; or 

(b) Affidavits of two persons, preferably disinterested, who should state their ages and 
addresses, the name, date, and place of your birth, names of your parents, and the source 
of their information. 

(The insured did not designate a contingent benefici.ary) 

If evidence· to prove relationship and age requested in Pars. 3 and 4, or any of the alternatives 
in (a and (b), is not readily available, your ow , statements as to relationship_ ..aruL,a ga an prop~r,·:•­
executed claim, Form 355, will be accepted tentatively subject to later submission of the further 
required evidence as soon as practicable, but it is to be understood that unless the necessary sup­
porting evidence is furnished within a reasonable period, payments may be suspended until the receipt 
of such confirmatory evidence. 

If any of the evidence referred to above has been or is being submitted to the Veterans 
Administration in support of pension or other claim it will be unnecessary to submit it in connection 
with this claim. 

Please see reverse · side. 

Enc. 
Form 355 
~rm 1501 

Ins. Form 1500a 
Rev. June 1945 

Chief, ce Claims Division 
HxdE.c1llc~ F. :B. Simms 
Dxmcxi.l[CltOX~ 

IMPOUTANT 
All correspondence on this case should bear the XC number 

and insured's full name shown above. 

* U, S. GOVERNMENT PRINT ING OFFICE 1 6 -44960-1 

/j 
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Although complete report of premium status has not been received, th forms 
are forwarded to avotd delay and to expedite settlement on the a · su~ption 
that all premiums have been paid • 
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Bruns Hospital 
Santa Fe, N . M. 

Mr s . V!m. T. Bi ddison 
P.O. Box 411 

Bossier City 
Louisiana 
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ar jor id: 

ARMY SERVICE FORCES 

EIGHTH SERVICE COMMAND 

BROOKE HOSPITAL CENTER 
BROOKE...GEN.EeA.L.HQSeIIAL 

FORT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS 

.1.1I C • 
LI SO 0 

sting info 

8 ch 1946 

I trust you de out ok y in your r fr sh r cours you r 
n hile here in xa , that you 11 your f ly are 

well t th pr ·sent ti e. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. FAUL 
Capt, AC 
A!. C !o pi ta1 !..i o Of fie r 
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~:i h. u/.~~l-r-Genera.1 J . • Waimvr1.ght , USA , 0-fJ.r;r:--
HEADQU RTERS FOURTH ARMY 

OF F ICE OF TH E C O MMANDIN G GENERA L 

FORT SAM HOUSTON I TEXAS 

PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300 

Mrs . Etta Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

.• 
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL 

FORT SAM HOUSTON , TEXAS 

Mrs. Etta Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Mrs. Biddison: 

11 July 1947 

Your recent letter to me regarding your late husband, 
Staff Sergeant William T. Biddison, has been received, and 
I regret that I did not know your husband and that I can­
not furnish you with any definite information concerning 
your problem. I would suggest, however, that you contact 
The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. c., for any infor­
mation that they might have regarding your husband's records. 

Regretting that I cannot assist you further, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~./J~~~II: 
J. Mo1 WAINWRIGHT 
General, U. s. Army 
Commanding 
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IN REPLY REPER TO 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFflCE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25, D, C. 

4 May 1950 

s/sgt William T. Biddison, ASN 6 660 367 
Plot E, Row 3, Grave 23 
Cremated Remains 
Headstone: Cross 
Ft. McKinley U. S. Military Cemetery 
(Manila, Philippine Islands) 

Mrs. Ora E. Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Mrs . Biddison: 

This is to inform you that the remains.of your loved one have 
been permanently interred, as recorded above, side by side with com­
rades who also gave their lives for their country. Customary mili­
tary funeral services were conducted over the grave at the time of 
burial. 

After the Department of the Army bas completed all final interments, 
the cemetery will be trans erred, as authorized by the Congress, to the 
care and supervision of the American Battle Monuments Commission. The 
Commission also will have the responsibility for permanent construction 
and beautification of the cemetery, including erection of the permanent 
headstone. The headstone will be inscribed with the name exactly as 
recorded above, the rank or rating where appropriate, organization, 
State, and date of death. Any inquiries relative to the type of head­
stone or the spelling of the name to be inscribed thereon, should be 
addressed to the American Battle Monuments Commission, Washington 25, D. C. 
Your letter should include the full name, rank, serial number, grave 
location, and name of the cemetery. 

While interments are in progress, the cemetery will not be open to 
visitors. You may rest assured that this final interment was conducted 
with fitting dignity and solemnity and that the grave-site will be care­
fully and conscientiously maintained in perpetuity by the United States 
Government. 

H. FE MAN 
Major General, USA 
The Quartermaster General 

--
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

O • .r'lCi L dT .• T.c.... . ...:; ,T of the . lwT .... Y Ji!. 1.V""J.C....; and D.u.--,.Th 

of 

1.....Ll...11.1. .• T • ..)LJD10uI,i 
0er cc :. w. Ler 6 660 367 _ 

The officic.l recor·L, sl o· .. th t ,.illia1-. T • ..:iddison , service 
nu:.,ber 6 660 367 , ,i ... s enlisted .ncl 0r t(;:red on ctive Juty in the 
.te~uL .. r , r,.w 011 S lctouer 1935 u.t rort Ed.yes , -..:olu;.bus , Ohio , at 
.hich time he _::·.ve his hoi .• e 'Hilres s 172 Jouth Ohio 11.venue , 

Colu .. ,bus , vh1.o , uJ1.J v.J.s honor, .. l ly ,:iiscr.:....r~ed .J. Pr__;_vl..te rirst Cll..ss 
on 5 Gcto' .er 193S '.lt :..u!ce iiel.J , Territory of' Ib.1,c..ii by reason of 
e:· ;iir ttion ten,, of service . He re · sted 6 OctoLer 1132 .. t Luke 
-ield ..,nd ,1·s honor·.Lly li&ch·rse' ti 1riv .t e on 31 vcto1er 1939 
at B<trksdile Field, !.iouisL..n f or t ,e convenience of the, ;ovcrn, eut 
to reenlist . He recnlistrd 1 i,oveni,er 1939 D.t li.J.r.rnct~.1e •'L.:ld nd 
dh.d 1 cbruary 1()45 ::..1. 1. prisoner of vi .. r c1.r <) in Ju.pz.in, ""t ,.hich 
tir:,8 he held the ;_;r·1.de of Jt'lff Jer_ge·.mt 1,l Vid.S for;.,erl~~ .e1.J.er 
of the 4"th . ,.tori 11 ' Ud.Jron , 35th . ir L:;.se lroup . ;,c served 
outside the cor.tfo.er:t-1 li .it_, of the United .Jt:1te"' i'ror.1 lC October 
1935 to 21 .-.pril 1)3) ...nJ fro·. 1 i:.ove21rer 1<)41 to 1 I•'ebruary 1945 . 

'rHs officic 1 nt.:.1.te .ent f rn:Ls: ed 4 . :Jril 1)5C to . l'3 • .L.J'tt b . 
Biddisor. , y;i 101, , 2Cf ,13.tson Jtrect , .w0'3sier City, Louisi~:.r1:.i. . 

BY .... U'l'hvttl rY GF T 

.C:i.J .. ,-.;..D l . ...LT.3..c.,LL 
1.~jor GonerJ.l, US i 

The _1.djut:J.nt Gencrc.l 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. t 

OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERA, 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

Mrs . Ora E. Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Mrs . Biddison: 

11 April 1950 

s/sgt . William T. Biddison ASN 6660367 
Plot E, Row 3, Grave 23 
Headstone: Cross 
Ft. McKinley U. S. Military Cemetery 
(Manila, Phillipine Islands) 

This is to inform you_ ~t the remains o:f your loved one have been 
cremated at your request and permanently interred, as recorded above, side 
by side with comrades who also gave their lives :for their country. Customary 
military :funeral services were conducted over the grave at the time o:f • 
burial . 

A:fter the Depa,rtment has completed all :final interments, 
the cemetery will be tr as authorized by the ~ongress, to the 
care and supervision o e American Battle Monuments Commission. The 
Commission also will have the responsibility for permanent construction 
and beauti:fication of the cemetery, including erection o:f the permanent 
headstone. The headst one will be inscribed with the name exactly as 
recorded above, the rank or rating where appropriate, organization, 
State, and date of death. Any inquiries relative to the type o:f head­
stone or the spelling of the name to be inscribed thereon, should be 
addressed to the American Battle Monuments Commission, Washington 25, D. C. 
Your letter should include the full name, rank, serial number, grave 
location, and name of the cemetery. 

While interments are in progress, the cemetery will not be open to 
visitors. You~ rest assured that this final interment was conducted 
with :fitting dignity and solemnity and that the grave-site will be care­
fully and conscientiously maintained in perpetuity by the United States · 
Government. 

Sincerely yours, 

Major General, USA 
The Quartermaster General 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 20, 1950 

YOUR FILE REFERENCE: 

IN REPLY R EFER T O : SBC 

• Mrs . Etta Biddison 
xo-6,089, .387 
BIDDISON, William T. 

208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Mrs . Biddison: 

This will acknowledge receipt of the following documents relative to the 
case of the deceased veteran: 

Your letter of recent date, regarding St ate Bonus, forwarded to 

this office by letter of March 3, 1950, from the Veterans 

Admimi.stration District Off ice, New York, New York . 

These documents are being forwarded for appropriate action to the office of 
the Veterans Administration shown below, which office has jurisdiction over 
the veteran's case: 

Veterans Administration District Office 
1114 Commerce Street 

Dallas 2, 'l'exas 

Any further correspondence relative to this case should be addressed to that 
office, and should show the veteran's name and XC-number given above. 

FL 8-50 
May 1946 

• - - '1 ...,"OC! Form 549) 

Very truly yours, 

R. J. HINTON, 
Director , 
Dependents and Beneficiaries 
Claims Service. 

) re veteran's name and file number, whether 
·erial n umber should be given. 
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IN JIISPLY Pt.Enft TO 

QMGMF 293 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Biddison, William T. 
ASN 6 660 367 

Mrs . Ora E. Biddison 
208 Watson Street 
Bossier City, Louisiana 

Dear Mrs . Biddison: 

4 May 1950 

May I r,...f'er to our letter informing you of the final interment 
of your hub . nd, the late Staff Sergeant William T. Biddison. 

I am greatly disturbed to find that in paragraph one of our letter 
you were advised that your loved one's remains were cremated at your re­
quest, and wish to inform you that his remains were cremated by the 
Japanese. Inclosed herewith is a corrected copy of the final grave 
location letter. 

It is of the u most concern that correspondence to the families 
of our honored dead be absolutely accurate and it is sincerely re­
gretted that this error was made. 

1 Incl. 
Cy corrected ltr ( I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



Mrs. Etta Biddiaon 
208 Watson St . , 
Bossier City, La. 

Dear Madam: 

✓ 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
DISTRIC T OFFI CE 

346 BROADWAY 
.NEW YORK 13, N. Y. - - -

Y OUR FILE RIEl"IERIENCE : 

March 3, 1950 
IN REPLY RIEl"IER TO : NY3BKB 

BIDDISON, William T. 
XC 689 387 

This will acknowledge receipt of letter of recent date 

regarding the above- captioned deceased veteran . 

This matter has been referred to the office indicated below to which 

a ll future correspondence relative thereto should be addressed: 

FL 3-12 
'ug 1~49 

Veterans Administration 
Central Off ice 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Very truly yours, 

~~t 
MAX GARCHIK 

Chief, Administrative Division 

v or concerning an ez-Hl'rice man or woman ahould, if pouible, give veteran'• name and Ble number, whether 
C, XC, K, N, or V. If auch file number ia unknown, Hrvice or Hrial number should be given. 

81854 
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1754755 DATE ISSUED 

UNREMARRIED WIDOW 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

VETERANS ADM l"N IS TR AT ION 
CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 

NAME OF VETERAN: Etta B. Biddison 

XC 6 089 387 0 ARMY O NAVY O MARINE CORPS O COAST GUARD DATE OF BIRTH April 24, 1908 
Is ELIGIBLE FOR THE BENEFITS OF TITLE Ill OF THE SERVICEMEN'S READJUSTMENT ACT OF 1944, As AMENDED, PUBLIC LAW 268, 79TH CONGRESS. 

THE AMOUNT OF AVAILABLE GUARANTY BENEFIT FOR THE GUARANTY O INSURANCE OF A LOAN, IF ANY, SHOWN ON THE REVERSE HEREOF, 
IS EITHER THE AMOUNT RESERVED FOR A PARTICULAR LOAN OR LOANS IDENTIFIED BY THE NUMBER SHOWN OR IS THE AMOUNT NOT USED 
WHICH WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR FUTURE LOANS WHEN RESERl(ED. 

THIS CERTIFICATE MUST BE COUNTERSIGNED BY THE VETER AN IDENTIFIED HEREIN BEFORE THE CERTIFICATE MAY BE USED IN APPLYING 
FOR THE ABOVE CITED BENEFITS. SIGNATURE OF THE VETERAN MUST BE THE SAME AS THAT TO BE SIGNED ON A NOTE OR OTHER EVIDENCE 
OF AN OBLIGATION TO BE GUARANTEED OR INSURED BY THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION. 

' t MIN 

SIGNATURE OF VETERAN 
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LOAN NUMBER 

'R. E.-REAL ESTATE 
"N.-R. E.-N0N-REAL ESTATE 

FOR USE OF THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION !ONLY> 

DATE 
INITIAL t------:-:-=-=-:=--=----:---=--:---::-::----GU_ A_R0 A_N_T_Y _ _____ _ _ --I 
OF VA USED OR RESERVED 
AGENT r--------,--- ---1---------- - - - --1 

NOT RESERVED 

R. E.* N .• R. E.•• R. E.' (0Rl N.-R. E.'' 

8-1-50 NONE $ NONE $ 4,O00.CQRI $ 2,000.00 

(ORI 

(0Rl 

(0Rl 

of the idow and t e validit of guaran~• or insuran e 
he eby videnced w·11 be null and void if any change 

in the widow's mari al status ccurs subs quent to <ibe date of t · s 
certifi~ate and prior to the date a loan to the widow is c ose, 
unless' the lender making the loan was not aware of any change in 

e marital status of the widow and obtained on the date the l was 
c'losed an affidavit from · 
Administrator." 
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1. Agency and oq,anlzatlonal designations 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATIOf'I 

5. Employee's name 

7. Previous 
normal 

8. New 
normal 

9. Pay th is 
period 

ORA Ba BI~DISCh ,,C: 

BASE PAY OVERTIME 

8 

8 .62 

PAY ROLL CHANGE DATA 
GROSS PAY RET. TAX 

81.54 10 00 

.10.70 

4. Slip No. 

BOND 

9,38 
68.40 

--------,-~l+~-~2~5~--,--1_._2~7 __ , 92, 65 

1.27 63.32 
10. Remarks: P (Indet) from CPC-2 err 7/8/51 11. Approprlatlon(s) 12. Prepared by 

JA dtd 7/6/51 F uh-block 1-d. G 
13. Audited by 

D Periodic step-increase. 

date equivalent rate 
increase 

14. Effective 15. Date last 116. Old salary 

De.d 
1 rice or 

D Pay adjustment. 

17. New salary 
rate 

D Other step-Increase ___ _ 

18. (a) Efficiency rating Is 1100d or better than 1100d and service and 
conduct requirements certified: 
(b) ______ _ 

(SIGNATURE OR OTHER AUTHENTICATION) 

20. LWOP data (Fill In appropriate spaces coverin11 LWOP during following periods:) (Check applicable box In case of excess LWOP) 

Pe (s): 

D No excess LWOP. Total excess LWOP 

STA DARO FORM NO. 1126a-Revised 
F prescribed by Comp. Gen., U. S. 
Feb.~. 1950, General Regulations No. 102 

D In pay status at end of waiting period. 
D In LWOP status at end of waiting period. 

PAY ROLL CHANGE SUP-EMPLOY'::E'S COPY 

16-61111-lb 

19. Suspense 
date 
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WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

______ J~.s_. __ E.t..t.a_R. __ ,S.t_okes.. _________________________ _ 

_____ :e_._ __ Q_._ __ B.o~ __ 5Lll. ________________________ _ 

____ .B.Q.s.sie.r __ .Cit.Y~--1-~-•---------
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Claim No. _j_ ___ _ 

The War Claims Commission is in receipt of your application 

for compensation for forced labor and/or inhumane treatment as a 

prisoner of war. 

If you change your mailing address, please notify this office of 

your new address promptly in writing and signed by you. 

All correspondence relative to your case should bear your claim 

number. 

GPO 16-6007&-2 

War Claims Commission, 

Washington 25, D . C. 
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Dear Sir, 

JUGANJI 
15 Tanimachi 8"chomo, 

Minamiku, Osaka , Japan 

August 25, 1955 

May I, Rev. Shinkai Yamaguchi, take t he l iberty of introducing mys el f t o yo~ 
as the chief priest of u Buddhist t emple "Jugan j i " i n Osaka , J apan a position that 
I havo held for more than 14 years . 

It is my gr ea t honour to inform you that since July 1942 at my t emple I have 
been taking car e of the ashes of persons who wer e prisoners of war from Australia, 
Canada, England, India, Italy, Netherland, Norway and the U.S.A., and had died in 
Japan during the l ast world war, On October 20 1954 the ashes of 1,086 persons wore 
duly delivered to the authorized Army officers of the Allied Forces in Japan. 

It is tho Japanese buddhist s 1 custom t o cremat e the dead and to keep their ashes 
a t the t emple before they ar c buried . Ac cor dingly those nshos woro also kept on an 
altar i n t ho main building of my temple. Unti l this date I hove boen holding Buddhist 
Di vino Servic-c every day, praying f or t ho r epose of t heir souls , and I wi l l keep on 
doine ,·o till h l.ss,;t-~ ~~~--ffl!ll"-:!!4!~ - ---

I should like to inform you that 1\/'JI'. N.T.Biddi~fl among these 1,086 persons. 
Ac cording to tho Buddhist doctrine, I have al so been holding an annual Momoriul 
service every year to proy for their peaceful life in Heaven and through t ho prnyor 
I heartly hnvo been hoping to promote truo ponce throughout all the world us Buddha's 
blessing. 

It is already t en yocrs since tho end of the war and it seems like tho ,nrld is 
becoming more peaceful. But do you believe tho vorld has become ronlly peaceful? 
No! inc cannot bo very wo11 satisfi8d with tho pres ent si.tuo tion in the world. 

If war brooks out ngnin, I um very sure , there will bo many who will suffer 
vory seriously from deep sorrow and loneHnoss just as you have in the past. 

I f ool r eally sorry about bhis and believe that we all should cconsidcr tbo 
matter seriously and do our bGst to prevent tho next wnr by all monns~ Let us pray 
ummimously, to God and Buddha , for n r oo l world ponce. 

With those thoughts in mind, people in Osnko who heartily wont r eal world ponce 
will meet togothor ,, +, my temple on October 20, 1955 to hold an Annual Memorial ~ervico 
for 1,098 people. J-1.t 2 p.m., we will ell pray to God ond Buddha for tho peaceful life 
of Mr. W. T. Biddiso,nfor r ool ,1orld poecc , and J'for no more war in the futur e • 

Though .wo nr o living in countri es vor y f ar mmy acr oss the sea and l and , and 
rricos differ from onch other, l ot us *pr ay at 2 p .m., on October 20, 1955 for tho same 
nnd sacred obj ect, that is to koop r ea l wor ld ponce) and hnppinos s f or oll tho peopl e 
of t he world. 

I have dar ed to send this l otter to you bocGuse I sinccr ol y hopo t hat you will 
join us and pray for t hi s very sol emn r. ncl sacred cou..i c . 

- '• 

As I will hol d tho cnnual rnomorio. l sor vicc on Oc t obe:r 20 at my t emple every 
year in future , and pr ay for world ponce and.for r epose of their souls nt 2 p.m., 
I olso hope thnt whor ovor you ma;v be ct t hn t moment, ;;, ou will prny for tho r oal 
pence of tho w,.,i·ld nnd f vr them . 

If you could spar e nny phot ogr oph or a snapshot of Mr. ii . T. Bidd i so,n I would 
0pprocint c very much r eceiving one from you, so ®S to onnble me to en~hrine them 
forever at my t emple . And tho collection of tho so pbotogrnphs ,Jill surely encourage 
tho people in Jupan who r eally have boon lookj_ng for world peCtco . 

a 

To close this l ot ter, I sincer ely hope tha t you ar c o.11 ver y well and happy 
at home, and that we will be good frionds and can cxchango communications in future . 

A-37 

CordiD.lly yours, 

~ ,nguchi~• 
Chief P est 
Jugo.nji Temple · 
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D111,: January 22, 1973 " 
I• R1tl, 
R,f,rt,: 349 / 211B 

XC 6 089 387 
BIDDISON, William T. 

Mrso Ora E. Biddison 
P.O. Box 351 
Milford, Texas 76670 

VETERANS ADM INISTRATIO-' 
REGIONAL OFFICE ' 

1400 North Valley Mills Drive 
Waco, Texas 76710 

IMPORTANT 

Read the back of this letter 

Please furnish the evidence described below as soon as possible so that further action may be 
taken on the claim for benefi ts ,o 

The enclosed VA Form 21-686c, Declaration of Marital Status! completed to 
show all marriages, and where, when, and how each was disolved. (Our 
records show you have been married three times.) 

Your certified statement on the enclosed VA Form 21-4138 indicating whether 
you or your children have ever filed an application or received Veterans 
Administration benefits as the wife, widow, or child of any other veterano 
If you have, please furnish the veteran's name, claim number~ and the name 
of the office where his claims folder is locatedo 

If you are now eligible for benefits based on the death of more than 
one spouse, it will be necessary that you make an election to receive 
benefits as the widow of one spouseo 

This evidence should be submitted as soon as possible, preferably within 60 days and in any 
case it must be received in the Veterans Administration within one year from the date of this 
letter; otherwise, benefits, if entitlement is established, may not be paid prior to the date of 
its receipt. 

n_r:dllM~ a. E. HARRISS 
Adjudication Officer 

FL 21-117 
MAY 1971(R) 

Show veteran's full name, VA file numher, and social security number on all co"espondence . . 

• 
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• 

Where evidence is required to establish death, birth, marriage, etc., the proof -outlined 
below should be submitted. 

1. Death. A copy of the public record of death certified by the custodian of such 
records, or a duly certified copy of a coroner's report of death, or a \rerdict of a coroner's 
jury. 

2. Birth. A copy of the public record of birth or the church record of baptism show- · 
ing the name of the child, the date of birth and the names of the parents, certified by • • 
the custodian of such records. If neither of these records exists it is not necessary to 
establish one for the purpose of this claim; instead, submit the affidavit of the physician 
or midwife in attendance at birth, or the affidavits of two or more persons, preferably 
disinterested, who should state the name, date and place of birth of the person concern-
ing whom the affidavit is made and the names of the parents of such person. If 
establishing birth of a legally adopted child, a copy of the court order of adoption cer­
tified by the custodian of such record should be furnishe.d. 

3. Marriage. A copy of the public or church record qf marriage ce:i:tified by the 
custodia1,1 of.such J~cords. (The church record of marriage should show the names of 
the parties to the marriage, their prior marital status, if available, the date of m-arriage, 
the name of the person who performed the marriage and the name and location of the 
church where the marriage was performed). If neither of these records is obtainable, 
furnish either the affidavit of the clergyman or magistrate who perfor"!ed ~he ceremony, 
or the original certificate of marriage, or the affidavits of two or more eye witnesses to 
the ceremony. 

4. Dissolution of Prior Mar'riages. Your certified statement showing the date, place 
and circumstances of the dissolution of your or your wife's prior marriages, if any. 

5. Affidavits. If affidavits are submitted in place_ of certified copie~ of public or 
church records, such affidavits should be signed before a notary public or other officer 
authorized to administer oaths for general purposes, whose official seal must be shown, 
or before a properly designated employee of the Veterans Administration. Persons 
making affidavits should state their ages, post office addresses, and means of knowledge 
of the facts in the affidavits . 

NOTE: Certified copies of public records required by the Veterans Administration to 
determine eligibility for benefits, are furnished without charge in many states. Your 
request to the Custodian of Public Records should be accompanied by this letter. 

FL 21-117 
MAY 1971(R) 
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· The 
Amertcan 

Legion * WASHINGTON OFFICE* 1608 '. 'K " STREET. N.W . * WASHINGTON. D . C. 20006 * 

8 -- ---

' 
For God and Country 

Mrs. Ora B. Stokes 
PO Box 351 
Milford, TX 76670 

Dear Mrs, Stokes: 

September 19, 1972 

BIDDISON, Wm. T. 
XC-

Your recent letter addressed to the American Legion Auxiliary 
concerning widow 1 s benefits has been ref erred to this Commission for 
appropriate disposition, 

Prior to January 1, 1971 a widow lost her Veterans Administration 
benefits upon remarriage unless such remarriage was annulled by a court 
of competent jurisdiction. Now, a remarried widow can be restored to 
the VA benefits rolls if her subsequent marriage has been dis solved by 
death or divorce, 

You state it has been 14 or 15 years since you last heard from 
y our husband Albert P. Stokes. If he were a veteran you could file a 
claim with the Veterans Administration for benefits based on his presumed 
death, but if he is declared dead by the VA you would have to prove that 
your separation was through no fault on your part. 

You could also petition your local court to have him declared 
legally dead, or apply for a divorce based on desertion, the latter being 
the simplest, then apply for restoration of death benefits based on the 
death of William Biddison. As he died in service (in a prison camp in 
Osaka, Japan, aft er being captured at Bataan-Corregidor), you would 
receive a minimum of $168 per month from the Veterans Administration. 

To assist you in the proper steps you should take we are referring 
your letter to our Director of Rehabilitation in Houston, Texas, Mr. Wilson 
C. Turner, (515 Rusk Street, Houston 77061) and he in turn will contact your 
local County Service Officer in order that you can discuss the procedures 
to follow. 

QSince~rely, L 
~7 ~ ---/ ~ 
y . MACDOUALU 

Chief of Claims Service 
National Veterans Affairs and 

Rehabilitation Commission 
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• 
The American Legion 

OFFICE OF DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER 
P . 0 . BOX 81188 REHABILITATION DIVISION 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77061 

V. A. REGIONAL OFFICE 

December 5, 1972 

Mr. Cyrus W. McCaskill 
C~unty Service Officer 
706 w. Tyler 
Ennis, Tx 75119 

Dear Sir: 

BIDDISON, Willia T. 

Attached is a letter from Mrs. Ora E. Biddison, P.O. 
Box 351, Milford, Texas 76670 which ie self explanatorv. 
With kindest re ards, I remain 

WCT/ca 
cc-Mrs. Biddison 

Very truly yours, 

WILSON C. TURNER 
Dept. Service Officer 

--------

THIS SERVICE IS MADE POSSIBLE BY YOUR PAID-UP AMERICAN LEGION DUES. 
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Woon, WHITESELL & KARP, P.A. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAw 

3100 SOUTH TAMIAMI TRA I L 

SARASOTA,FLORIDA 33379 
< . 
" ... 
~ 

I 5 :: 
"' .. .. 
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.J O HN R . WO OD 

I.W. WH I T ESE LL,.JR. 

MI C HAEL R. KARP 

BR IA N Y. M I L LER 

R. W. WELLBAU M , .JR. 

S AMUEL S . DUF FEY 

R OBERT .J. EL KIN S 

GLENN W. PHIPPS ,.JR. 

Mrs. Ora E. Biddison 
P. 0 . Box 351 
Milford, Texas 76670 

ATTOHNl ·:YS AT LAW 

SARASOTA - ENGLgwoon 

3100 SOUTH TAM I AM I T RAI L 

SAHASOTA, FI.OHll>A :1:1570 

June 13 , 1978 

Re: Ex-Prisoners of War - Japan 
Claim No. C-109 , William T . Biddison 

Dear Claimant: 

<8 13 > 366 - 9 1 10 

We regre t to advise that the conditions which this law firm 
specified to the Advisory Committee had to be met before we would accept 
actual representation of all former Japanese prisoners of war in seeking 
compensation resulting from their forme r prisoner-of-war status have not 
been fulfilled. These conditions were: (i) to receive active support 
from the national organizations which purport to represent all such 
claimants; and (ii) a total of 2,000 claims being filed (only 240 such 
claims were fi l ed). Neither of these conditions have been met. Accord­
ingly, we refund your $50 . 00 deposit in full and return herewith your 
claim form. You should be advised that all deposits are being refunded 
in full , as this law firm is absorbing all costs incurred on behalf of 
this matter. As for this law firm, the matter is closed. 

It is unfortunate and perhaps some day enough support can be found 
so that a concentrated effort can be undertaken in seeking such compen­
sation. We felt that the treaty terminating the war between the Allies 
and Japan was an encouraging document and could furnish a good beginning . 
Extensive research and planning was necessary before the matter could 
have been presented to the United States Congress as a starting point for 
national support. When your own veterans' associations failed to assist 
the Advisory Committee in getting support for the assignment, ic made it 
impossible for us to try for congressional action. Notwithstanding this 
firm ' s inability to represent you in this matter, -you may be well advised 
to explore with your attorney your personal rights resulting from your 
former prisoner-of-war status. 

We regr~t this advice and wish for each of you our very sincere 
best wishes. 

JRW/bd 
Enclosures: 

Sincerely yours, 

$50.00 Wood, Whitesell & Karp, P . A . 
Trustee check to addressee; 
claim material 
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. JO HN R. W OOD WOOD, WHITESELL & KAHP, P.A . 
I. W. W HIT ESELL , JR. 

MICHAEL R. KARP 

BR IAN Y. MILLER 

R . W. WELLBAUM, JR. 

S AMU E L S. D UFF EY 

ROBERT J. E LKIN S 

G LENN W. PHIP PS, JH . 

Mrs. Ora E. Biddison 
P.O. Box 351 
Milford, Texas 76670 

ATTOHNEYS AT LAW 

SAHASOTA - ENGLEWOOD 

2 187 S I ES TA DRIV E 

P.O. BO X 15 4 25 

SAHASOTA, l'LOHIDA :J:m7 u 

December 15, 1977 

Re: Ex-Prisoners of War - Japan 

(81 3 ) 366-9 110 

(Claim for William T. Biddison, Deceased) 
Dear Mrs. Biddison: 

We acknowledge receipt of your claim and your payment of 
fifty dollars ($50.00). Your claim has been assigned number 
C- 109, which we ask that you use in all correspondence regard­
ing your claim. 

Because of our decision to proceed without waiting for 
2,000 claims, all references to that contingency is deleted as 
is the closing date of December 7, 1977. If you don't agree 
with this and you desire a refund of your $50.00, please advise 
and it will be remitted promptly; otherwise, it will be used to 
defray costs and expenses attendant to our assignment. If we 
do not hear from you within sixty days, we will consider that 
you want your claim to stand and your $50.00 used to defray 
costs and expenses. If you request the refund, your claim will 
be returned to you. 

We have retained Washington, D.C. counsel who have exten­
sive knowledge of veterans' claims. That firm and our firm 
have undertaken to proceed with dispatch to get an early 
resolve of the many legal problems attendant to a claim of the 
magnitude involved in these proceedings. 

Very trul:,rs, 

JRW/bd 
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Letter of Orientation from 

Advisory Committee 

representing 

Former Prisoners of War (Japanese) 
and next of kin 

Former Prisoners of War (Japanese) 

Wake - Guam - Philippines - China 
World War II 

There has been formed an Advisory Committee (Com­
mittee) which has been looking into the feasibility of 
presenting claims on your behalf for mistreatment and 
forced labor which aided the war effort of the Japanese 
Government during World War II. After many months of 
effort, this Committee has resolved that such claims should 
be made on behalf of all such former prisoners, their 
estates and next of kin, if said former prisoner is deceased. 
This Committee has selected the law firm of Wood, 
Whitesell & Karp, P.A., 2187 Siesta Drive, P.O. Box 15425, 
Sarasota, Florida 33579 to present these claims. John R. 
Wood, a former Japanese Prisoner of War, is cf member 
of that firm and a person who has always had a great 
interest in this matter. We know you will want to participate 
in this endeavor in concert with other former Japanese 
Prisoners of War (POWs). 

In order to activate your claim, you should complete 
the enclosed forms: 

( i) Claim Form 
(ii) Power of Attorney 

The Power of Attorney will authorize the law firm, with 
the concurrence of a majority of the Committee members, 
to institute legal actions on your behalf and to settle your 
claim in keeping with your best interests. The Claim Form 
will help the law firm and the Committee to evaluate and 
process your individual claim . Return the forms fully com­
pleted and executed where provided, together with your 
check or money order in the amount of $50.00 payable 
to the order of Wood, Whitesell & Karp, P.A., Claims 
Committee Trust Fund, where it will be used solely and 
exclusively to defray legal fees and expenses attendant to 
the necessary research and investigative procedures re­
lated to processing of this matter. 

When you fill out the Claim Form, be sure to furnish 
as much detailed information as you can. Attach to the form 
additional statements from family members, friends and 
doctors, that will help to substantiate your present condition. 
Settlement figures for death or disabilities, in addition to 
compensation for labor, will be computed in keeping with 
your claim. By necessity the decision in this regard by a 
majority of the Committee must be final. It is the Committee's 
present thinking that each claim should be for more than 
$10,000 per claimant. 

You should be advised that the law firm has not yet 
advised the Committee that there is a legally enforceable 
right to bring a suit against the Japanese Government or 
Japanese industries for whom prisoners worked, but said 
firm is willing to undertake the necessary research to reach 
that judgment, and where such right exists, to enforce the 
same on a ten percent (10%) fee basis. If there is no 
recovery, those who contributed will not be liable for any 
additional charges. 

A quote from Major General E. P. King, Jr. (retired) 
is perhaps most appropriate on this occasion, "Courage is 
a quality God has seen fit to dispense with utmost care . 
He limits it to His special favorites. He knows they will 
reward Him well, using the power with dignity, strength and 
distinction. The men of Bataan and Corregidor were HIS 
chosen favorites. They walked through unbearable hell and 
labored on under conditions history had never before 
recorded. Where they were supposed to be dead, these 
men of honor rose to battle a cruel enemy with this 
intangible weapon." 

This Committee, comprised almost exclusively of former 
POWs (Japan), has been formed to insure that each 
participant's claim will receive careful attention from those 
who shared these same experiences. The Committee 
members will receive no compensation for their efforts on 
your behalf. 

It is the feeling of the Committee that all former 
POWs should not be forgotten. Your active participation in 
this endeavor will help to right some of these wrongs . This 
action is long overdue. Please respond today! 

Members of Advisory Committee 

Art Bressie 
Arnold J . Funk 

Thomas Hackett 

William Hipps 

Past Nat. Com. , ADBC 
Brig. Gen . USA Rel. 
(Bataan Officer) 
Past Nat. Com. , ADBC 
(Attorney) 
Brig. Gen. USAF Rel. 
27th Bomb Grpj 

Samuel B. Moody Past Nat. Com., ADBC 
(Insurance Consultant) 

Simme Pickman Past Nat. Com., ADBC 
Mark Wohlfield Col. USA Rel. 

(Bataan Officer) 
Eunice Young Col. ANC Rel. 

(Bataan Nurse) 

2187 Siesta Drive• P.O. Box 15425 • Sarasota , Florida 33579 • Telephone 813/366-9110 
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c,/u .RECEIVED DEC 
5 1977 

c _ ,, r STATEMENT OF CLAIM 
POWER OF ATTORNEY AND RETAINER AGREEMENT 

Statement of Claim 
(Use blank area on back page or additional pages if necessary) 

The undersigned, upon oath, says: 

1. That I am a former prisoner of war of the Imperial Japanese Government, having been captured 
during World War II hostilities among the various countries of the World. I served in the following branch 
of service with the dates ~rnd ra?ks indicated: ~ J • / / 1 

(a) Name: ~ / c:;,.) o{,. ~ 

(b) Rank: ----'._-L.---L....lr=:=--n-~,.._...,~----"""--\r---"<--------------------­

(c) Serial No.: 

(d) Organization: __._.-.:----=-------=-----1,.----=-----===--------------------

2. Give the place and date of your joining the Armed Forces. 

3. Where were you stationed on December 7, 1941? <" '~ 

4. Where and when were you captured by the Japanese? 

t a:r ~ e-v ~~~ 

5. At the beginning of December, 1941, describe in det 
a medical history"'as you can. ;U,t,-<...Iui/ { · 

~L-:tt_ \..t.- {t~ ~~ .l , 

'=ild J{rtH- tJ - L~ 0>-v 
~ ~__£ -~ :+ --li-- . )f ~ - , 

6. When you became a prisoner of war, describe your medical condition; indicate if any wounds 
resulting from combat activities. s ~ / 'lU 

e places, dates an.d methods of transfer to each prison camp during your entire captivity, 
our capture date to the9d~te of your liberati~ 0 _ _j_,, - J 1; 

/1.rr--~-\) ..A\--C ~ J---~' J ,,,~, V0L 

~ ~ _ C ~ ~ c.__.J L LwzJ.-./ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
worldwartwoveterans.org



10. Were you forced to work at any military installations, airfields, port areas, factories, mines and the 
like? Describe in detail y·our working conditions and whether the area could be considered a war target area . 

11. If you can, name each company for whom you worked while a prisoner of war; give dates, places 
and job assignments of all work done by you while a prisoner of war. 

12. Were you paid by the Japanese Government or any person or company for any work done while a 
prisoner of war? 

13. Were any places where you worked and lived distinctively marked as prisoner-of-war camps? 

14. While a prisoner of war, did you receive medical and dental treatment? Were you ever denied 
medical or dental treatment when you needed same? 

15. Can you identify any Japanese soldiers who mistreated you; if so, give name, rank, date and place 
or places where the incidents occurred. 

16. Did you see any prisoner of war being mistreated by the Japanese? If so, state the person 's name, 
the place and date it occurred and the type of mistreatment (viz., beating, stabbing, etc.). 

17. Listed below are a number of fairly common experiences which prisoners of war underwent. Please 
check any of them which applied to you. 

---'O<........ Death March 

__ Solitary confinement 

__ Repeated solitary confinement 

__ Hard labor 

__ Threatened group punishment 

__ Group punishment 

__ Physically punished, beaten or tortured 

___ In ensi e/ prolonged in errogation 

__ Enforced idleness 

__ Mistreatment by fe llow PO s 

__ Inadequate/ deficient diet 

__ Held in prison ship 

__ Attacked by Allied air or naval forces 
__ Other 
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19. State your personal history of medical treatment upon liberation and give places hospitalized and 
the location of your medical records. 

20. State in detail your present physical condition. Also give your doctor's name and address who can 
corroborate your statement. 

21. Give the name of at least one person who can corro orate some or~ II f the stQtements made by 

~ ou inthisaffi~ ~ ~Y, %?1~ ~' ~ ~~ 
~XI,))~ 5r • ~ .}o f7 tJ <f ~ · _tt--£,t-Lv~~~ 

c:. d3~ Cb -~~ e; t ~ J,,, Uc.x ~ 4 /3 7 °-3PJ O ~ f ✓ r-~ ~ £X:.Q,u J '+ {) I L(-C(.£] rv ~ ·-ni a:,rud,~ I ll () ( e,_ I~ 11-

22. Give a narrative statement of any additional information that would assist in representing your 
best interest in your claim against the Japanese Government; go into as much detail as you th ink appropriate. 

23. Are you receiving any compensation from the Veteran's Administration as a result of your prisoner­
of-war experience? If so, please state the percentage rating for each disability, if more than one, viz., 
malaria - 10%; dysentery - 10%, and the li ke. Also describe any disability rating you have from any other source, 

viz;;:,:nc~ 'E io. J/1~ 

25. Have you been able to keep a steady job since leaving the mil itary? If not, please state whether 
such was result of your POW experiences. 
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Power of Attorney and Retainer Agreement 

The undersigned hereby retains and employs WOOD, WHITESELL & KARP, P.A. , attorneys at law, 
2187 Siesta Drive, P. 0 . Box 15425, Sarasota, Florida 33579,to represent me as attorneys, and in that 
connection to file suit, settle or compromise or do whatever is necessary to represent me and my dependents 
in my claim for damages against the Japanese Government or any other person, firm or corporation who 
may be liable to me therefor, resulting from being a prisoner of war of the Japanese from any time after 
December 7, 1941, to and including Spetember 2, 1945, at various places throughout the Pacific, including 
China and Japan. 

In consideration of services by WOOD, WHITESELL & KARP, P.A., I hereby agree to pay to said attorneys 
as compensation for their services, ten percent (10%) of whatever is collected on my behalf. I pay herewith 
the sum of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) as retainer to said WOOD, WHITESELL & KARP, P.A. for the ir handling of 
this claim. No further sums will be asked of or paid by me for legal fees to said law firm. I understand that 
said attorneys have not advised anyone that I have a legally enforceable right to bring a su it against the 
Japanese Government or Japanese industries for whom I may have worked. 

The above statements are made by either a former prisoner of war of the Japanese Imperial Government 
during World War II , or by said prisoner of war's surviving spouse or next of kin, and will be read in context 
of first person reference regardless of whether prepared by former prisoner of war, pri~oner of war's 
surviving spouse or next of kin. The name, address and, if other than said prisoner of war, the relationship 

to ~:~:::r prisoner #is ;:r lv ~~ r s; t}!z i~ fe j 

~::::~:~:i~o J/ %i 13 £WM• ~ifJ-i;;t~ 
_ , --?1JJ 1, 
~/(/({._; ;:- ' /y_,;(_,,-,r -r-iA.J+--.c J 

Signature 

Witness: 

STATE OF A;'fA/1./ ~ 
COUNTY OF £tl_;_, ) 

Before me personally appeared f. 
to me well known and known to meto be the person who executed the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged 
to and before me that the statements contained therein are true. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal, this ,2,_ day of - ~•,£ __ t_c~ / ___ A.O. 1977. 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: //-fl/ - 71 
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•, , 

.... ~ ,'' ' 

Death March Continues ... : . '\ . , ' 

il'tRil?,.ant_ (:artbou , wal},ow w;tnch had 
been additionally befoule_d ~ seep­
ing sea water. We held our noses 
to· shut out the nauseating reek, 
but we drank all the water we 
COllld get. 

At dawn of the second day the 
impatient Japs stepped among 
and upon us, kicking us into wake-

' . . _ _ ,. fumess.- We were hollow eyed and 
's I· , ·-=~-::;· -,:.:. as exhl!,UBted as we had. bee. n. when 

9 ,~~,..,- ~: -lf!!I , •.-;- we went to sleep. As·. we -stumbl-
·~ -. ~ ,,. ·ed into the road was pused a Jap 

:ar.~~ ··. . n~; no.n-comiµ~ssioned of!>cer .who was . , ~g ~ .. · eating ·meat and rice-.:: · 
~p~-::;_...:.;t,,C,;:...,,.lr;,;,;.:;_;;..,,~ .""" ';,\ '. · "· ' , . .. :, 'Food .Promised. 

'!af:i,-• , -. r,sonets . 0 •P•• _ ::-"'·::_ _ - . . .· •; .- : · ,. · , . · ''Pretty :soon you ea;t/' .he told . 
,if, :; •~, •~•- t ~~:-( : \a \ I/!, •~1• 1 ,• / / \ '• ~ :.-•,~ ,• ,ua::. :•:::,• •,.• •~ . > . • ~'. • " .'• , ' 

., f\ --: ~-,i,:; ~ !A 1 ~ft, ' ", · ·, , ~ · , . - ;,;.'< · :;, .';t'he ·r~~g sun cast its 'blinding 
• , =--: - , . : ,. •· . •· ' .. : · .. ' ·• · - light •\rtto" ·our ey,e~ as .:we'. marched. 

.Scalt ol Milts ,-... -.oiiic:~~~--.... -_o · s • 10 1s . 

· t .. : · . ,. •.- · ' · 'nle .te'fuperattire rose '.~Y th~ i;n,in• 
·· /· · · ' lite", 'NOOt\ ··· came , and · -went. The -· · 

midde;y ·•neat was ~aftn,g. At 1 
. p. m. the · column was. halted and 

Manila &)1 Jap noncoms told Am,erlcan and 
Filipno . sold•iers they . mtght _ · fill 

· their. c1¥1teens from.· a. ,dirty pud­
dle best.de the road. There was no 

,,. .. • · 

rood. . . · , · ..,, .- . 
:,;;,µ~Jh~ aftemqo~,iraf~ic ptck• 

-edt UP•'. ·~•bi: ·Troop 1i~n · -trueks 
sped pa.st us. A grimacing Ja-p 
lel!,l?.eQ Jar · out, holding his rifle 
by. ~e: -~rel, As the ::~ck roar­
ef' , bY\ tie.,kn9ckecl aq American 
soldier :si!tiaelf!SS · .• with, · the gun's 
stock,: .other ' Japs saw · this ,nd 
yelled. · 'FJ."Om now on we .kept out 
of reach - if we / could. · several 
more . Atperk:an and '.. 1"lltpino 
pr.!$oners ~ were struck down. 

·~~ners Segreraiteli . . . 

I At 2;.):i;,;.m. we were' to.ld it would 
- be ' nec;~ry to . s~re,Jite the 

prisopersc a.s to rank:· . ·' colonels 
together, , .,in.ajotd · together, and so 
on. This separated all units from 
their- officers and .affOrded oppor- · 

. . tun\ty ·ror . ;mother hour of sun 
treatll?-e~_t, Thee was no'.'inention of .1 
food. ' .• .· , . . . , 
. 'The -, liite ·, of march wu altnost 

L , . . , , , . . due north1\now. We retrehed Ba.J-
i 'i' · . ..,: J:.e!t'-1~ ¥ ~n~icate, where ,J.apj 'tortured. Amefi~ait captive1; _anga, ,•a\>qut 20 miles from Cab-i . . , " '-'': . ~·'.:ii";·'~,-,,:,.c,,c:".~-·-. ;~. -~:,=.~; "; '-"- ", .~a:~;n.::~rtit~~tt~nd~:t~:~ ~r;·. 
\ . large prl,sonllke strtn:ture; ·· dating 

. ·,·Death :, M~rch\~-Of . i~~taan- *~~r~?e~~~~ tt~· ~~n~ ti~~ 
r' =~;;;;;;;;==;;;=;;;;;;;=__,;;;;;;;;;;;==;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;==~#;;;-;;;;;;.;,.=;;;.;;;.;;;; ..... ""t 9M--slde Qf the yard food .. -:- '< , . . . . _ . . . . _ . _, was !)ub~JJng,, ln .. gree;t ,;auldrons, 

-The late Lt. ()ol. · W. -·E. \11ty .of .adjustlng'·,itself to·~hock','rn· R.lce ·1u11;t SQY sauce · were bo1Ung 
. Pyess, an American officer-Who' . . . . ;, . , . . . • . . . . . tOiethe,r; Ja-p . kitchen . corpsmen 

' · escaped ,from a Japanese .prls• this . case It. may ha¥,e been that. Were opening dozens 'o! caris 'and . 
•on <iaµip in the J,'lb:Uippine$, has heat and ml.feTY had numbed ~ur dumpi:tllJ ; Vienna sausa~e into the 
told . in f revio\1$. · article.s of the aenses. _ We remail'!ed • k e e n l y, · s~ vocy: m:~s. · The aromiitic steam . 

. start .o the de&th march o! aware1 ~owever, that these · rtlijf• that ~ritted over ·fr<?rn those _pots . 
·, ,' Bata~n i?). ,vhich . cap\ured der.s might wel\ , be precursers ,• of had -tis.: ,-lmost crazy, • ~ile we 
· · • ~ertcans anf Filipinos were ottr _ own, U ·we,· should , falter ,: .O'f· .waited we were gi'ye~ · a ·,)ittle w..- · 

.: · started . toward prµ;or1 cam~. lag. • ~ , . ·, ... . ' :. . · . ter. , · 
, The story of the march .contirk - A$ we. stra.111~ tia..l }lospltal .)'aps.· Display Foo«t. 

·ue~ tqqay, 'Dyes., was , ltUlecUn No._.,2 the Ja~ were s(!ttinl!{ up We imagined the rice ind .sau-
au . airplane orasl)~pi CaIUonJifa. art1lrery an(l.,f.ralhi.ng . -it on. ()or- :!ll.ites we~e for us. tho we $ a w 
:Pee.. 22. ·: . · • , , . , regidor. The thick jun&'le hid . tl}e hundreds of ra~ged and, sick Fili• 

bo-ipltai itself/,. ~.but .we -could ,~.ee Pinos b~hlpd a barbed . wire barrl• 
•:r ,JJT. c~. . : · E. DYESS . that guns were ' all around iti The eft:{1e ·11e11,r4 'by who ha.d. ~Y filthy, 

<'l'1ni~ States Army Air F'orcee) J a p s regarded thla ,as . maeter · fl_Y:~overed' rice. to ea.t l, Alter drink~ 
,As. io14· to CHARLES . LEAVELLE: strategy; ·· P,e1, Rock ' <Oorregld.or) lnl we were ordere(I into ·the line 
(Copyright: '1944: By Tlie ·Ctucago wq(Ud' 1'0t cli,te~ eiurp· tpel.r • fj.re; _f9r wh,~fappeii,red to l;ie,.J . routine ; _ 

, '_ . Tribune.) _ _. .j I WQndered, Wh!'t the co'1cus~loil search. · Whe~ It . was Jinl~hed ari ' · 
Abqiif a mile. :east of tne . bQmi):.· of the ht!avy ~ -wq,uld do to 'tl:).e· officer. sl;louted something . arid the 

; ~ ;~o•pital we . encomtered.;a. in.a~ strlck~ '. l.U ~ 1t:1. µi the . hoapi~al· attitude -Df , ~ur g_.u_ a r !f,s swiftly i 
; .:Jor tt"'1flc jll,!ll, on•"elther stde: 'of wards. , . ,,, . ; , , ... , . '. , ._ changed, . ,. , . . ,. , . . . 
~he,. SQgested ;, road'- hundred& ·. of ·. ·. '1The cann.onade beian . after '?fe. : they or~e,r!'(i ue 04t of the p~tio · . 
. Jlj,P .lJRldter.s , were · unloading a.,m- had. p(l&Sed by. -~ !lad. g9,ie .oµly a, and lilled ~s up .In a ,field 1 ac.ross 

. ~unJ~lo,n and ~qu)pment:· · · few steps .wllen•: a violent blow on the road. As we_left, ,. 8'rlm,l.hig Japs. 
. · · Our· contingent of 50.0 American the head . almoiit sent me . to nw -held up _ ~teammg ~dles of sau• 
!l~(l ~11 . 1:; .. ~<'.~,f~ ;: + , ~e'.~i\it~-~?U,~Q~:~t .th; ,·J ~p' s~g~-~~ _rlce ~ . The ofU~~:.; .,,,_. , 
as, t he ltmite<t s.p~ce pei:mit,tJed, Mf' ,'t-tlle~ h-=l'n~ed c:i o .w n. i.tam.p~g •. ~u'Jf and . d.!)Wl1, \ ~p,,utlni . 
This was to avoid being. m~-arched;'10~-er . my, eyes -- ~th _a cl~ng tbat denunc1a,IQ~ and ao~.~.e , Wben .he 

• slugg,ed, or p,ressed into duty as macte,--my ea.rs r_mg. I . puUed .it calmed epough to b!! understood, 
~ri a,cWref (burden ~•rr1ef$). :c ·· . c~ear and at41.i,-t:~ed . a.rtmnd to see . w~_,.he-~:-\1µ~.: , · ,. . 
' Tbm e swirling dust we cl>tlld • ~ noru:om~d J ,-p b~-adiah• · '.Wllep ~u, J:?a.me ~e ¥01,l were 
sea · ODi' lin of .rucks stan~g 1?: g. .;, club :!:: :.!:-:e c! ll cbi!d'.5 ui!d- you wotild. ea.t ··and lip- let: to 
bumper to bumper ':t'here w e - e bueba.11 bat. Be was squaling and sleep. ?fQW that . ts ch•ng,d. We 
hundreds of them." And e v e ~ y ~ tini ·to the .-ented helmet. He have found pistols concealed among 

A wa.111 . Ameoc:an make. 1.Utid the c ub ap.In. I thrt:w the three Amerir,:an-omcers. ·1n punish-
I saw :·; .o . ·• 1;;, .e : . ea=im .. .. et . into t11,.;~~n· and he mo- ment for these! offen.ses you will 
-Chev:ro~ets, GMCs, l\nd othe ,. Ei4.~ - , 'I _ ·. _ ~~ n9t be aiven food . .'~ou wiU Jllarch 

Bear Za.p Arms Iatdcnia,. :Y.. comrade , 'I now was ,,ctli· 'to· · n tt\'e,.smi to ~e, nortll) 
Theu were not ca-ptured trucks. ®t · protect.ton .,ag,.__IJ1.st the merci• before you sleep.". -

They bore Jap army insignia and ess sun. Add Mental . :torture . 
.had been landed from the ships of Halt lntide 1Uce Paddy -' This was a lie. 1f a pistol had 
the invasion , flee . I Is bard t-0 Jap artillery was opening up all been found, the owner would ha.ve 
describe what we felt at seeing alon1 the sQuthern tip of Bataan. been shot, beaten to death, or be­
t h e s e familiar American ma. The area behind u.s reechoed to headed on the spot. Besides. we 
chine~. filled with jeer)ng, snarling the '-thud and crash of gunfire. knew that the sea;chers hadn't ov­
Japs. It. was a✓ sort of super-sink- . Graylsh smoke .iuffs speckled Cor- erlooked· even a toothbrush, to ·say 
}ng feeling . We had become accus- regidor's side.!. The Rock was nothing of a pistol. The Ja.ps simp-
tomed to having American iron bias.ting . back at the Japs, but ly were adding mental torture to 
thrown _at us by the Japs, but this mQst .~f Hs shells were falling In the physical. The Jap officer saw 
was a bttle tqo much. the Mariveles re1ion whence we he _ wasn't · believed. He did just 

Eventually · the road became h*d come. . what a ·Jap might be expected to 
·So crowded we. were marched · into .At • sundown we crogsed Cabe&• cio. Shortly after we resumed the 
a · clearlnr; Here, for two hours , ben •~ir, field, ,from . w)lJch the last march · a staff car pulled up be-
we had. our first -taste of. the urien- Amencan planes . to 'leave Luzon side .. Ill, · , · •· .c·,. · . · · · . 
tal. Sl.!Jl., tr'ea tmenp . .. ,~hich dr/Wlll •~e ~lan: · . had taken off not 39 hqurs · Three American officers w e r · e 

' s.tamim,; ~ • ,Rflens,/:tbe . spi).'it . .- .. -~re: .. Here a.gain Jap artill~ry !1rag~ed out of line and thrown 
, . · Th 19;,;.; ~apSc• seated · us · on •: th e W~ ,go~, 1µ~ acii~n. We were into 1t. TAis in the words of 011-
,. &cilorc~~ _ground, e;.:posed to the marc}:1ed -11,-cro~ the Meld . ~rid b,alt~·. bert and $ulli.van's Pooh Bah was 
· !U I· 'gl~rllf ot-the sun. Many of. ~h,;i. ~ jninde· a. rice. paddy beyond. ,we ·•corroborative de'tail, in~nded to 
: _America~ and· :ll'lliplnos. had · ri6 \_l~d •·haa·, no· food qr wa~er, M<t l,ttl:l·d0 ' ai't!Atic- verisimilitude (ap• 
cover~ tp , .J:,r,qtect their . heads, . l J,J.l:il'le , Waif pffereq, but. , :we.. · were ~e11-ra~ee'· o.f truth~ to an otherwise 
wa.s ·•-~~e • aJ small b-qshl' bUt· ·tt ltra.~iiful of- the opportunity to · 11, bal~ and unconvincing narrative." 

' cast r.0°· .. J:i:1.':i~ .beo!'.ue~ , th. SW! W!:18 >do~: Ol) \ the ear9t . _ and rest. 'l'he We never , Sf!.W the three .. officer~ 
almo~_I qir.:ec;ly ' .abo,Ve •· us.; -Ma:ny gu~:r~o 11:opt, to the·-'::.dges.· ef~ thsc !1$~in, tho Jt is not ·hard to guess 
.of th, .men .around me .were •Ill. .pacidy, leaving u11 .Plenty of room. their fate. · Men who hud st o.o d. 

Jap . Snatches Fta:sk . . : ·· .I was . just d)'.opplng, off wi.en near two of them during the ,search 
• When I thought I cou'1d stalld there came an outburst of ..... ·yell- said no gu11s had been fouri'd. . 
,.the P~~etrating 'heat "no longet, c ing and screeching. 'I'.J.:l~ ...-Japs had. ·our guards ·had been increased 
was determined to have , a . s•p of char.:ged In amonp: us and were for the night .i;narch and rigid dis­
the tepid water .in my canteen. · r kicking , us to our feet. The:v herd- cipline was imposed. We were forc­
'\ad no .more ~han unscrewed the eli us back to the road and start- ed into columns of fours. · A ·new 
~P , \\:lle!1 _the J.lumlnum flask was ed !)larc_hln~ ~ eastward again. set of guards came up on bicycles 
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I O . ~alt of Mi!~so 15 . --- ~ - . ·r =~~e'i1t. Thee WB.$ no mention of 

. :I.!,_ I "I'he '.iine ·, of march WU almost 
, . • due .northf \now. We reachect Ba-1-

··;~ . ..,:. J,egep~ j{. indlc:ate..; wher~ .Japt · 'tortured . Ame~ii;:an c~ptive,. _anga, , aboii_t . 20• miles !rpm Cab- .. 
. ;_ , · .. ·, ·:,•·:-~·---•~~-1'r,,...,...;~ ;.~":'~''•· -~-~..;,,- ::~: . . . . caben _ field, . at sundown. We were . ==~~~===~=====e~=~~-:=· ~;;!!-=~-'::i'~--~--~"'!i:",, ,m~r:<,J;vxt.;Into_ tmi Q1trt~rd of ~ 

large prl,sonlike structure, · dat!rig 

•:n :l)~a·th ,,' M~rch_t_Qf .. B·'ataan- ~~~r~!:~;1~ tt::· · ~~n~ tfl! 
f• =,;-===~=;======;;;.;;;;;;;==:..::i.~;;;-.i.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;i;;;; ·· -"'t· 9ne: stde Qf th~ yard · food . - , . was · bubbling"· in ·.gr~t Q,auldrons. 

· '$:lie · late Lt.• Col. w_ . . E. ''.ult; of adjusting',i~elf to ~hocii/ '111 Rice ~nd sqy sauce wer¢ boiling 
i · Pyess, an American officer· who' · · this case it may ha:ve been that t9geth~f, Ja-p .· kitchen , . corpsmen . 

esc11,ped ,from a Japanese .pr!s• • were open~ng dozens of cans and 
•on ~a,np in the ]?1:1:Uippines, has neat and m1s·~y had numbed C!ur · dumpi?li ; Vlenna saUllage into the 
_told_. ln frevio\1$._ artjcl11s of _ t,he aen!les .. _ We r~mained ·keen l ,Y. savocy 111;~s. ' The arom~tic steJm 

. . s~art .o the .. de.th march of aware1 ~owever, that these · mur- that ~rlffi:d over ·fr9m those _pous 
.· ·. Bata~ ·>' ;,_ ·il:J. ·· whk;h .. captµred ders mfrllt · wel,I , be pr~ursers w f had - -tis .. "lmost crazy, · ~ile we 
. _Mnerlcans !i-D,f Fil!pirios . were oltr . own, if · we- should , falter • .o~ waited we ,were gtyen ·a Jittle w,-
: ·. st/1,l'ted . toward prllson, cam~. . 111,g. . ... /·· ; .· . . , . . · : .ter • , 

~e story 9f the mJtrch -cont~ - ·, A.$ . we, stra,r}~ ~t Jlospltal we· .)"a.'p1-· Display 'Fooct. 
ues to,day. Dye~ was .tilled 1n No:, .. 2 the Jam;, were ,ettlng up imag!nect · the rice ~nd sau; 
an JU'plane orasll~pt CiilUorn,J.a. artmery and ,t:ralning . it on c:or~ !tges . wer~ for us. tho. we II aw 
Pee. :n. : , · · , , , ( , , regidor. The · ttifck jungle hid tl)e hundreds 'o! , ragged ar1tL 11tck ll'Ui• 

• . '·, . . : . ... . M·tPl~l i.tseltj,;"" b)lt .we ,cou_kl Jee PUlOS b~ll~d a barbed w~e . barrl• 
,- •,:,~,l.iT._ COL, .JV. E. ,DYEl!JS .. that guns were all around 1t, The cftt(ie_11e~•?Y. who h_ll~- o,pfy filthy_, 
' (tl'nl~ .States Ai,n1y Afr F'orces) J a p s regarded thla aa .master flY:~ove.red rice. to eat; .After drink; 

' ,A15, to~tl,-.to ~HARLES LEAVELLE, atrategy; ·· ~e . ~ck .' (OortegidoN inr we were ordered into -the line 
(Cop~:fight: J944: By Tlie ·Chic11g0 , wqt1ld' not cliite~ e.t,urn· tpe!_r · Ore. for wh,l!-t a,ppeared to l:>e.J . routine · _ 
. · .. , ' .. . Tribune.) . · ' .. -• . j I. w9ndered what' the co'1cus~ion search, When it W/l& £1:ftlshe_d an ,. · 

Abqut .. mile 'east of the ; bpm~- .of tlie heavy iU1'S wquld do to 'tl)e officer :- ~outed something _arid t:b,e 
r.9 ~oapital . we encounter.eel .~ frta~ stricken · m ~ <n,:,-. in· the . hospital· attitude .¢ i p_u~ _i . u, a r st.~ swif~ly , 

', <~~/ t&~~s~; r::l~ft~~r!t· --g~ ~~=· c~~riif b~i~n-af~r C~e ~~~;drir~e,r~ ~.-o~t of the p"tio ' 
.J!j,p bqld\ers i were · unloading a.m• had · pll&'led · by. ~- llad g9rie o;ily a and llne4 ~s up in . a . !teld , ac.ross 

. mun1tlon and equJpment;• · · few steps wllen. & vi~lent bloW on the Poad. As we_ left, ,.8'r~Jng Jape. 
. ' Otir' contingent of 500 American the head almoiit sent me , to niY •held up . sj;eammg ~dles' or sau• 
!!,n('l Fill lnQ. rlson,_~~ _ + _ " ~et;):,.. I , ih9ug;l'!r , on~: of the J a p sage_ ~d r~e t The ofUcer}ollow• . . ,., 

a;! the ·1in11te<1 , :~ce' p; ~~itted: Mr<'i~:~-Ub-~1eg do' w n'. s amp g, .1u1Y 'and . qown; J,~ . 
This was to avoid being :.ie~Fched,' ,over . m". eyee -~th _a clltng that denuneia,io~ and ab\l_~,e, Wben .he 

. 5lugged. or p,ressed into duty as made · my ears ring. I . pullect it calmed epough to b!! under•tood, 
carg~~ (burden carrier:;) . clear a.nd ata_g,~~ed around to see w~_,.heardAllJs.: , · '. ,. 
' 1 Thr:ll f! swirlln dmt we co • • JlOQCO?ll?D1111.Umed Jf.P bradiah• -W!l~-YOU, .!?&Me h~e you were 

I 11ea ion -- c "' c;.r.g i:: g ;. e!uh :!:.: :.:ze o! c ehlk:! 's t.o!!i ' you woilld- eat ·and ~ - let to 
bumper o bumper 'fbere~ w e - e bue 'bat. Be was squaling arui S eep. ~ow that is c~nged. We 
hundreds of them: And e v e ; y pointini' ·to the ent8'1 helmet. He have found pistols concealed among 

- . Am.eljcan mail:e littad the club ap~ I threw the three Ameri<,:an officers. ·1n punish• 
I saw ·.· .o . 'Vi, ,,. ., _ me • .. et illto tht;~~~- and lie mo- meut for these' offenses you will 
-Chevro~ets, OM'Cs, s,.nd other,. e.'4- , n! .~ . l~l& . .c..mauY_ n9t be liven food . . ~ou will march 

Bel,r Ja.p Army hwrni&, · . . l(._eomrade , .l ~ow wa1f~ll~ · · - · nt -ftV~t _ to ~e,nor~ 
These were not c&ptured trucks. o~ -- protectton ~t the merch before you sleep.". · · 

They bore Jap a.rmy insignia and less sun. · • • Add Mental . :torture. 
h ad been landed from llie ships of . Halt Inside Rice Paddy _, This was a lie. If a pistol had 
th.e invasion fleet. rt Is hard to ,lap artillery was opening up all been found, the owner would ha.ve 
describe wha.t ,,,-e felt at seeing alon7 the SQuthem tip of Bataan. been shot, beaten to dee.ti~, or be­
t h e s e familiar American rna• The · area behind us reecho!!d to headed on the spot. Besides. we 
chine~. filled with jeering, snarling the ~ ud and crash of gunfire. knew that the sea;chers· hadn't ov• 
~aps. It_ was a.,. sort of super-sink- - Gra_y~h. smoke .iuffs speckled Cor• erl~ked-even _a toothbrush, to•say 
mg feeling. We had become accus- regidor s sides. The Rock was nothmg of a pistol., The Japs simp• 
tomed to having American. . iro11 bla~tlng _.back at the Japs , but ly were adding mental torture to 
thrown _l!-t us by the Japs, but this mqst . .ef _its shells were falling in the physical. The Jap ·officer saw 
was a little too much. the Mariveles region whence we he _wasn't believed. He did just 

Eventually ·the road became had cotne. . what a ·Jap might be expected to· 
so crqwded we. were marched· into .At • sundown we cr08s.ed Cabca• do. Shortly after we resumed the 
a clearinw; Here, for two hours; ben ••ir,. fleld, ,from .wJ:ilch the. last march · a staff car pulled up be•. 
we had . our ,first taste of. the urien- American planes . to 'leave L\lZ()n side_ \II , · . ·-;'. · · · · . 
ta: s~~; µ-eatment • . ,y__hich d;r~ •,l'le ~lan , , !,ad taien !)ff not 39 i;qui:s Three American . officers w er ·e \ 

· 1>~m~;-~ -- -~~~'len,."C:the sPltit .. ·,. --re. _Here a~am Jap art11l~ry drag~ed . out of . line and thrown 
'I'hei-;, ~aps.•-sested us · on ·· the wa.s go-jng• ~ act,t51n • . .We ,were into 1t. Tp._ls in the words of 011-

scorc~~ ground, exposed to the l\'lare;J,led a¢toaa the --neld and n11.lt~· bert and Su!Uvan's Pooh Bah was 
~u1f glarf!~! of-the sun .. Man~ of ~hQ. ~<:i iriirlde-a. rlce, paddy beyond.-iw:e ·•corroborative detail, intended to 
Americ~ns and . ;Filiplno$: h~ · ri6 l;l'd , halt, no food or wa~e,;., ·AA4,_ l,~ n ·d• 1• a,rt!Atic- verisimilltude (ap• 
coverl~ tp, ,pr,qtect their · heads, . l J).l:il'le , W9.II · offered, but . we . were _peitril.pce · o1 truth~ to an ' otherwise 
was ·0e&~e a f small busht bli.t lt I iira.~~fµl of- the opportunity to lie balq and u,nconvlncing narrative." 

• cast r..o en:i.~e beo~ue~ . •-n sun w1t~ 1do~ · on , the earth and rest. The We never , saw ihe three · officers 
almost ' directly ' .ab<)_ve :-: µs ./ . 'Mli:i'iy g~ar_~"1s ~i.lipt , to the· ,edges.· e! ths.. ag~in, tho it is not ·hard to guess 
of t~ men around me .were Ill. .pad(fy, leaving us plenty o! room. their fate. Men who hud stood 

· Jap Snatches Fla;sk.-. : ' . .I was . just ,dropping_ off wheri near two of them during the .sea'i·ci, 
When I thought I could sta11d there .came an outburst of ..... yell- said no guns had been found . 

. the pei;ietra.tlng heat -no longer, l ing and screeching. The ~Ja-ps had ·our guards ·had been increased 
wu determined ~o have , a . s'p of cha~ged in amonit us and were· for the night .march and rigid dis• 
the tepid water m my cante';ln. r klckmg , us to our feet. They herd- cipline was imposed. We were forc­
,ad no more an unscrewed the ed us_ back to the road and start- ed into columns of fours. · A ·new 
;op wllen the luminum flask was ed !}1arching us. eastward again. set of guards came up on bicycles 
snatchecl fro my hands. Tha· Jap Purmg the brief respite leg mus• and . we were forced to walk prac• 
v1ho_ had ere up behind me 11our- cles had stiffel.led. Walking was tical!y at d9uble quick to keep up . 

. ed the wate into a horse's nose• tort~ye. · · · After _two ho~rs these were replar,-
bag, then ,.1rew away the .:i,. n- Killing for Diversion." ed by a group on foot who walked 
te~n. -He , wal-kect on . among t h e . It. was dark · when We · marched slowly ,.-~th short . 'mincing' steps. 
prisoners, ta:king away .their water across l;3ataan field, whlch with .The chang of gait so cramped 
and pouring it into the bag. When Oj:lbcaben field I had commanded our leg muse ~ that walkin" was 

. ~e had enough he. gave i~ to · his ~wo _days )Jefore., It was difficult agony. · 
11urse. · ·, , .. , . . walkmg --\n _the· darkJiess. Now and · Prisone · :fall Out. 

. Whether by .acc1<;tent- or .design ag_ain wl ,, P~- the huddled Many prison~1 ·began falling out 
! we had been put Just acro55 •the f PT:~\t '. of,- men Whp ·had collapsed now. They went ·down by twos and 

road. from , a. pile oJ \:aimed and fr•~m fat-igue or had , been bayonet- threes some of them tt',•ing to . 
, bo:oi;ed . food . . W~ W'el'~·., fam_jsbed. ,8f\ r '• I' d.i1fi't ~it! 'n;!:t§.1!.it..wa.J....L · _ · _:.~~--~ ,~~ 
.· bt;p· lt , sc~ed, wc.u:5e~..no,n, 11seleslr $a~8Itnply .WciliseTwas keepin!!' -lav 11f~le1<,..h• ~ninR'.- Othe~i 
e ~~~k 11:em~p:1~~e ar::ylifh;:g!!el~ ~apfet·~!m~!Y abe~ause lrdwas-keep i?li i~;Y• iit~i~~sl; i~ th~a~!lct. I ~r: . 
b Id 1 . • , • · =· ···~ .,.-C!,. • weu net ha.a sor1c.l Uat •:1e -uar,._ •p·' .. n- -• · 
~ -~o:!!er. A~e~~C:~etf~oen~~al 1ici : ~eJ~p s~r:J::1d:t ba~ time to feel tention to th; fafien ~~es .. ~d ·~;; 
r after pointing to the food and to l The b!oodthirst e . een my ribs. dered why. I soon had an explana• 
l the drooping prisoners, . he went killing us for ~i dev\lS now were tion. There _came the sharp crack-
. thru the motions of ea.tin t The version. . le of rifle fire behind us. · 
• A squat .tap officer grfnned at 10 P ~r~:nt!nued unt11 abQut Bringing up the rear of our con-

~ ~~1. a~et1~eds~isiedc~r :r. sal- :~~i naive i~div~~at~~rt~~lte~ ~rg~ird~~~:e~a~ i~:~~/q~~ , 
l the _colonel's head, openln:at; ( water: :s~~a~e. were to -~e given American and F111pino . •oldiers 

:::~i~~s ir~?c~~ f;r!11gge:r~oajanwd• 1~!radndF.morartcwpeoJ'meba~r~ho \hf w~~t :a~k~y haag!uitfle~e~~iitt~r;-w:;: 
t · ed b · . . · 01 e ours we road. · , 

( b~oodrn offack toward us, w1pmg the ~tumbled over the ground we had Members of the murder , S"u~.a 
, . Just covered to .... ""' 

Jap Ferocity Grows It was id 1 h s oped over· each huddled form. 
It seemed as tho the Jips had I corssed B:;1 n g t when we r~• There was an orange ·nash 1n the 

·been waiting for just such a brut- ing ·· We we~:~w~~ an\ kept ~o• darlmess and a sharp report. The 
al display to end the scene The ta;~e of Cab ' a s ort d1s0 bodiee were left where they lay, 
ordered us to our feet and· herd- ; Japs diverted c~~enli field then the ~hat ufh~r prisoners .who are march• 
ed us back Into the i:oad. , , rice paddy . Th! ne m O a tiny ll?g ,pehipd us . may . see . them, , Or• 

We knew now the Japs would to re do · re was no . room ange flashes ·and thudding shots 
respect neither age nor rank. Their • rest Jin a: ""{:~u6~1:;iatof oie tried to ~o!lowed us thru the n~ght, alw9:ys 
ferocity &'rew as we marched on '. up their knees and !~id th '.s hdret Just a few !?aces behmd. , 
into the afternoon. They no long- ' on the legs of the men ~~xta t~ (ContinU!a:~ ~morrow.) 
er were conten~ with mauling strag- , them. , Japs g'uards stood around FLIERS DROP GIFTS 
g!ers o~ pricking them with bay- the edges· of the little field th 1 
otnedtedp?mts .. The thrusts were in- ' feet almost touching outer 'frineg; Melbourne, -(INS)-_ A strang. e. 
en to kill. . ,. of men · · · 

We had marched about a m1·1e 11 . Slugs· Ya.nk w1·t1t Rifle But• ;·. friend/lhip ' has developed · between ft th • natives ' on1 a/ lonely South Pacific 
at er b . e sun · treatment whel'l . I ' ' I heard a -cry, then the thuddjng island and U. S. Navy patrol fliers. 
fhumh,1£dd over a iµan writhint. ,-in ~blows at, one side of the , paddy. Gifts were dropped near a vll!age 

eF.1° . us't ~f. the road . . He -was An AmeJi,c~n soldier so tortured b) the ·airmen and soon the ruit!ves 
b~ UP!.ll.Q sol~h.t!'_ ..,,,ho _J}a4._ ' i;,ee11 ~Y J;he ·tqirst that h~ could uot appeared every time the planes 
i ayoneted thru .the. stcmacn. With- . sleep, haa ·aslrectaJap :guard ·for wen_t over,.,Then th. _e_Y'_ -began writ• 
n a quarter of a_ mile I walke<i ,,water. The Jap ' fell on' him w··th i 

.past another. This· soldier prisoncr t his ,fist,s then ./!lugged him i'nto 1 ng notes on the beach with bits -of 
had been rolled into the path of tbc- / sensibility with a. riI!e butt . -iri- rock and wood. One message said: 
,htrucks and crushed beneath th r ·, The thit'sC of all had .. b. ec·om" e al "The ~re.at . tha.nk to our friend 

eavv wheels. • t •. b, . · thank_s you ,.ve will help you when 
P .1 , mos, 1in ear able, but remembei' • we prayers because you h 1 s 
. r sonera Senses Numbed. Ing what had happened to the col• ' e p 

The huddled and smashed fig- one! earlier in the day we asked very much to us." How the natives 
ures beside the road eventual!" for nothing . . A Ja.p officer walked acquired their meager Engllsh is 
hbecame commonplace to us. Thc. along just after the th1'rsty soldier not known, but the fliers believe 

uman mind has ,~ ... f h a, •mi!;sionary · may · have served 
an amaz .. ,e .. !I-~· ad been beaten. He appeared sur• among them at some time. 

-.~ -
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52 

199 

129 

Otlier exans listed include: 
Pvt. John T. Baker, Henderson Baker, 

father, Perrin; Second Lieut. Kenneth A. 
Bandy, Robert Ernest Bandy, fathl!r, 
Gainesville; Capt. Nathan Barshop, J. J. 
Barshop, brother, San Antonio; Te<>h. 
Sergt. Frank N. Bearden, Mrs. Joe M. 
Johnson, mother, Har!lngen; Tech. Sergt. 
Harold F. Beasley, Mrs. Florence Beasley, 
wl[e, Austin; Sergt. Benjamin F. Beason, 
Mrs. B. F. Beason, mother, Canyon; Major 
Wilbur C. Berry, Mrs. Wilbur C. Berry, 
wife. San Antonio; Staff Sergt. William 
T, Blddlson, Mrs. Etta Blddlson, wife. Mil­
ford; Pfc. Charles R. Bolt, Mrs. Mariun 

rr:.~nrr:'.°11~ • . p't.~~c,.aiv. SJ:~~r::.~vl~~nB 
Paso; Cpl. James B. Brock, Charlie R. 

:,?[kk iaJ~k.:raM~. M;:\~ r~~!: 
wife, Nederland; Capt. Charles T. Brown, 
Mrs. Charles T. Brown, wife, San An­
tonio; Pvt. Frank L. Brown, Sam L. 
Brown, father, Paris; Capt. George C. 

~v?c~?t'ittF.ii1~~- it'iffe ~r ~:"~~~rt1f& 
Campbell, Mrs. Irene ~ampbell, wife, 
Jacksboro; Sergt. Arnold R. Clanton, M. 
E. Harwell, uncle, DeKalb; First Serat. 
Chick Cox, Mrs. Emma Fowler, mother, 
Fort Worth; First Lieut. Harvey T. Den­
son, :Mrs. Beulah Denson, mother, Granger; 
Lt. Col. Dwight M. Deter, Mrs. Wanda A. 
Deter, wife, Austin; Second Lieut. Dayton 

~ot~!~ch~~~ff; 11,'!;/uttgt~rafi':,'.;~be'i§'. 
Dyches, Mrs. l?va Dyches, mothl!r, Goldth­
waite; Pfc. Norman L. Ernst, Mrs. Della 
Ernst, mother, San Antonio; Staff Sergt. 
James L. Frisby, Mrs. Jean McNew, 
mother, Fort Worth; Tech. Sergt. Rayo A. 
Givens, Mr1. Sarah F. Givens, mother, 
Honey Grove; Pvt. Millard E. Godfrey, 
Mrs. Francie! Sue Sparks, mother, Wichita 
Falls; Staff Sergt. Watson L. Henley, 
Mrs. Mildred Wi!Ilams, mother, Houston; 
Pfc. Floyd W. Horton, Mrs. Om! McNeese 
Horton, mother, Goose Creek; Lt. Col. 
Charles I. Humber Jr., Mrs. Charles I. 
Humber, wife, San Antonio; Sergt. George 
M. Jenkins, Marshall G. Jenkins, father, 
Tuscola; Staff Sergt. Leonard J. Johnson, 
Mrs. Jewel Mildred Lanier, mother, Seago­
vlJle; Capt. Harry Katz, Mrs. Leon Dan­
iels, sister, Corsicana; Tech. Sergt. Har­
old S. Kirk, Alexander M. Kirk, father, 

~~~~~.~; J!~t¥ict~e'if.t·m:J;!~. Whi~~~ 
Sergt. Henry P. Latham, Mrs. Laura 
Green, mother, Sterling City; Master Sergt. 
Brooks B. Lewis, R. A. Lewis, father, 
Hart; Major Herman A, Little, Mrs. 
Frances W. Little, wife, San Antonio· t a1 f 

i'>':r\\:ac~~t. ~['g!.~.c~~~ 
William H, Maguire, Mr' 
Maguire, wife, Kerrville· 
Morris, 1'frs. Mollie lllorr 

f:t\'i;r, Olllfi~la~; Or 
non Palmer, Mrs. 
San Antonio; ~'i 
Polk, Albert Por 
William D. P 
mother. Arna 
Pratt, Mrs. 
man: Major 
Margaret M 
Pvt. Basil' 
Rodriguez .. 
Rufus H. 

wife, 
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4 Dallasites 
ln65Texans 
Heldhy Japs 

War Department's 
List Includes Men 
From Over State 

WASHINGTON, June 30 (AP).­
The War Department Wednesday 
made public the names of 789 Unit­
ed States soldiers who are held as 
prisoners of war by Japan. The 
list included sixty-five Texans, 
among them being four from Dal­
las and one from Dallas CountY. 

Those from Dallas included: 
Major Joseph W. Jackson, son of 

Mrs. Ella Jackson, 4907 Tremont. 
Major Jackson went on active duty 

n 
e 

li 

l 
e 

J 
( 
1 

a 
p 

in September, 1941. He spent two 
and a half years in the Dutch East 
Indies. He was on duty at Corregi- Mr 
dor in charge of communications CaJ 

until the island fell. t!l 
Pvt. Thomas E. Blaylock, son of !Il 

Mrs. Vada Blaylock, 2714 McKin­
ney. A graduate of North Dallas 
High School, Blaylock entered the 
Army Air Forces in May, 1941. His 
brother, Glen Blaylock was with 
the Flying Tigers, later transfer­
ring to England. 

Staff Sergt. Charles H. 
son of Mrs. Minnie B 
Park. 

Staff Sergt. A 
of Mrs. Edn 
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