OSCAR CREECH

Pastor Ahoskie Baptist Church, Ahoskie, N. C.; born, Johnston
County, NorEh Carolina, Feb. 3, 1886; son of Mr. and Mrs. R. R.
Creech; education, B.A., Wake Forest College, and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; ordained, June, 1915, Baptist Church,
Nashville, N. C.; married Mattie Gulley, Clayton, N. C., August,
1907;- daughter of M. M. and Sophia Ann Gulley; assistant director
athletics, Wake Forest, 1 year; principal, Castalia High School,
Nash County, 4 years; principal, Nashville High School, 2 years;
superintendent schools, Nash County, 5 years; pastor, Baptist
Church, Nashville, N. C., 4 years; pastor, Red Oak Baptist Church,
5 years; principal Red Oak school, 3 years; pastor Ahoskie Bapt.
Ch., Ahoskie, N. C., since Jan., 1925; evangelist; clerk, West
Chowan Assn.; member, bd. Trustees, Meredith Col.; member Gen.
Board, Baptist State Convention, North Carolina; Kiwanis Club,

Scoutmaster, Ahoskie Boy Scouts. Address: Ahoskie, N. C.

AMONG SOUTHERN BAPTISTS, p. 119
By: John S. Ramond
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Dedication

The Reverend Oscar@nzech
(February 3, 1886—March Z7, 1974)

Page
...... 3
...... 4
...... 6
...... 7
...... 9
----- 13 The oldest of eight children born to Ransom Right and Henreta (Sullivan) Creech, Oscar
~~~~ 15 Creech was reared on a farm in Johnston County. He gradused from Clayton (North
----- 15 Carolina) High School in 1905, and entered Wake Forest College.m the autumn of that same
----- 15 year. He was awarded the B. A, cum laude, from Wake Forest in 1908, beginning his profes-
------ 16 sional career as a principal-teacher in a boarding school at Castalia (Nash County), where he
i remained until 1912
'''''' 17 In the latter year Creech moved to Nashville, North Carolina, wiere he served as principal
'''''' 18 of the Nashville Graded School (1912-1914) and, subsequently, s Superintendent of Nash
----- 19 County Schools (1914-1919). Observing both his deep faith and hisiizadership ability, the con-
------ 20 gregation of the Nashville Baptist Church called Mr. Creech to semice as their pastor (1915).
------ 21 He consented to ordination at the hands of the Nashville Chinch, and served Nashville
------ 22 (1915-1919), Crocker’s Chapel (1915-1919), Castalia (1915-1919), nd Oak Level (1915-1918)
----- 23 churches prior to his removal to Louisville, Kentucky, for a vear of theological studies at the
----- %‘; Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (1919-19.20).
-------- Returning to Nash County in the late spring of 1920, Creech wascalled to the pastorate of
28 the Red Oak Baptist Church and to service as principal of the Red Oak Farm Life School—a
------ 29 boarding school of some 125 pupils. He continued these dual seruces in the Red Oak com-
------ 30 munity until called to the pastoral charge of First Baptist Churdh, Ahoskie, on January 1,
------ 30 1925—a pastorate which he would hold until his first “retirement”im 1951. In that year, Presi-
LE 37 g; dent F. O. Mixon persuaded Mr. Creech to accept the position of Vize-President for Develop-
*'34 ment at Chowan. His subsequent service as a member of the college’s administrative

---- 34 staff—including an eight-month period as Acting-President followng the death of President

------ 35 Mixon—continued until his second retirement in February 1961.

""" 35 Oscar Creech's leadership among Baplists was recognized through his selection to serve the

""" % denomination in a variety of capacities beyond the local church mimstry. Such service includ-

""" 37 | ed: member, Board of Trustees, Chowan College, 1929-1930; 1961; 1963-1967; member, Board

""" 37 of Trustees, Meredith College, 1932-1943; member, General Board oithe Baptist State Conven-

""" 18 tion of North Carolina, 1931-1937; 3rd Vice-President Baptist Sate Convention of North

""" '38 Carolina, 1940-41; president, North Carolina Baptist Pastors” Conterence, 1940-41; member,

""" e Board of Directors, BIBLICAL RECORDER, 1944-1947; and membet, Board of Trustees, North

""" 83 Caroli_na Baptist Hospital, 1948-1951. L()cally_, he served as clerk oftihe West Chowan Baptist

""" 44 Association, 1934-1944, and as moderator of the Association, 19461953 He was ‘se\lecled to

""" 45 preach the Annual Sermon before the North Carolina Baptist State Convention in 1943. He

..... - was named Honorary Life Trustee of Chowan in 1967.

""" In Ahoskie, Creech served for a number of years as a scoutmasterfor a troop of Boy Scouts.
He was instrumental in securing support for the construction of theRoanoke-Chowan Hospi-
tal, on whose Board of Directors he served for a number of years. He authored a HISTORY OF
THE AHOSKIE, NORTH CAROLINA, BAPTIST CHURCH, orginally written for inclusion in a
special issue of the “Hertford County Herald,” saluting the Townas Ahoskie on her Golden

Anniversary (1939). The history was published as a separate bookle in 1940. He was also co-
author, with Edgar V. McKnight, ot A HISTORY OF CHOWAN COLLEGE, published by the
college’s Department of Graphic Arts in 1964,

Oscar Creech was united in marriage with Martha Louise Gulley mm August 6, 1907. To their
union were born five children: Orville Ransom, Leah Jessica (Mrs. il Frommelt), Oscar, Jr.,
Judson Yates, and Elva Louise (Mrs. Edward Bond) Mrs. Creech ared three of their children
survive him to this day. This annual is dedicated to him in grateful amareciation for his life and
ministry.
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Historvical Conmmission

Baptist State Conuention

NORTH CAROLINA

s DATA FOR FILES

Your mother’s maiden name._ Henrietta Sullivam ==~

et ¥ ol ers e e e e o e e e

Degrees received and the source.....__. T AR T iy e e e N T

Where and when ordained....... Juneld,]')l:’) ........................................................

August 21, 1907 at Clayton, N. C,

Give date of her birth—month, day, year.. "~ Y2 " L L I T e
Her parents’ namesilarcus Marcellus Gulley and Sophie Ann Ellis

(If a second marriage, give like information)____________

Kindly give reference to any write-up, or other articles commendatory of your work which might
8 of North Carolina !Iistory,/u?_ 23

Give on back of this sheet any further information; nationality, remote ancestry, names of children, foreign travel,
industrial engagements and other items of interest.

The intormation here sought is for use in the preparation of a Biographical Work of the
North Carolina Baptist leaders. We hope no name will be omitted.

A personal sketch written by yourself or some friend will be greatly appreciated. Fill and
send this blank now; the sketch may come later.

Mail to ;
J. T. ALDERMAN, Chairman,
Henderson, N. C.




Names of Children

+.. Orville Ransom Creech
Leah Jessica "

Oscar 3 Jr.
Judson Yates "

Elva Louise "

My father's people are Scotch-Irish and came from Ireland; my mothedtg
came from Zngland,
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BIOGRAPHICAL 1NFORMATION ON THE LIFE OF
Rev. Oscar Creechm Ahoskie, N. C.
November 4, 1965

| T - ——

Parents- Father, Ransom Right; mother, Henriette Sullivan,both of

DATE Borne- Februar%ogesEggscountYs . C.
Married- August 2I, 1007 to Martha Louise Gulley, Clayton, N. C.

Children=- Bscar Enid, May 27, 1908; died at age 4.
Orgille Ransom, February II, I9I0
Leah Jessica, June 15, 1913
Oscar, Jr., November 14, I9I6
Judson Yates, December 10, I920
Elva Louise, September 23, I923

Brothers- J. Arnold, January 18,I900
Halfgbrothers- James and Charles
3isters = Annie, August 9, 1887 .
Sudie, Qn#ohsa 2, | f%???
Sophronia, €28Z=s] i
Maudie, May 25, I8 3*
Iscar, June 23 1894
Daphne= April 9, 1896
Half=sister, Ruby, about 1903 (7)

Schools - Emit publie school in 0'Neal's Township, Johnston County, until

attended=- 1901
Turlington Institute, Smithfield (high school), I9I - 1903

Clayton High School. I903 - I905

College = wake Forbst, 1905 = 1908 (graduated)
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisvilie, I9I9 -« 1920

Teaching
Experience- Principal Castalia High school, Nash County, I908 = 1912

Principai Nashvidlle High School, I9I2 - I9I4
Principal Red 02k Farm-lLife High School, Nash Co., I920 = 1923

County
Superintendent= Nash County, 19I4 =-191I9

Food Adme.= Food administrator in Nash County during worlid war I.

Scout = Scout Master at Ahoskie, 1939 = 19?(]’6”’4’9

Master

(Continuedd on page two)
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Page 2

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS IN CONNECTION WITH
THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION

Baptized - 1898 by Rev. worley GCreeclf, Antioch Church in Johnston Co.

Ordained = June IS5, I9I5; counclii=Dr. w. R. Cullom, G. w. May, W. O.
Rosser, by Nashville Baptist church.

I wes County Supt. at the time.

Seminary=- Attended Southern Baptist Seminary, I9I9 - I920

Three
Pastorates= Nashville Baptist @hurch ,, I[9I5 = IQI9
I was pastor also of Castallia and 0ak Level for about

half the time. (The pastorate was 4 years and three months)
Red Oak Baptist Church, I920 = 1925. (4 years and 6 months)
Ahoskie Baptist Church, I925 - I95I ( 26 years and nine months

Retired = From the pastorate at Ahoskie October I, I9BI at age 65y
and went with Chowan College.

with Chowan ociale

College - to President F. 0. Mixon, October I, 1951 - 1956

Acting president, 1956 = I957 ( 8 months

Director of Deveiopmant with Dr. whitaker I 67 - 1961;

Retired at age 75 after 9 years and 4 moﬁ‘ﬁs with the
college.

Chairman of West Chowan Association Million Dollar Campaign for our

colleges in I928.
Clerk of west Chowan Associlation, 1934 - 1944

Moderator of " " " s 1945 = 1953

Trustee of Chowan College, 1930~ I93I, 1981 to present, II=-I7=55
Trustee of Meredith College, I932 - I943

Director of the Biblical Recorder, 1943 = 1947

Trustee of Baptist Hospital, 1947 - I95I
Third Vice Fresident of the Baptist State Convention, 1940

President of the North Carolina Baptist rastors Conference, 1940
On the program of this Conference to discuss The Pastor Preparing for
Disabilitye"~ 2o9dGetrr { z;

Preached the annual sermon for the Baptis tate Convention at
Winston=Salem, I943

wrote the history of the Ahoskie Baptist Church, I939.(98 pages)

Co-author of "A History of Chowan College". I964. (330 pages)

Member of the General Board of the Baptist State Convention, 19§I - 1937

Chairman of the Committee on Committees, I943
Had en active part in raising $200,000 to reopen Chowan College, 1947-149
Rotary Club of Ahoskie in I954 Eresented "ARecognition Award" for
Outstanding service in and for the area,

(Continued)
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(Page three)

Wake Forest Alumni Association conferred a “gitation for
ileritorius Service in the HMinistry, (and Dr. vhitaker added
"and for Chovan College")

}Hobbies- Fishing and hunting
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tist Church

AUTHOR OF THE HISTORY OF THE AHOSKIE
BAPTIST CHURCH

OSCAR CREECH, son of Ranscm Right and Henrietta Creech, was
born in Johnston County, N. C., February 3, 1886. He attended
the public schools of his native county, and was graduated at Wake
Forest College (B. A.) and attended the Scuthern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, =
Louisville, Ky , [ m e ey s e sy
for one year. i Bt

On August 21,{. _ -
1907, he married| AT ;
Miss Mattie ralé
Louise Gulley.|: A
There are five| &
children: Orville 3
Ransom, Leah gL sy
Jessica, Oscar. | 7 -
Jr, Judson| ! #
Yutes, and Elva! 8
Louise. § , ity

He is bothl| P
teacher and|.
preacher. His re-
cord in the pro-|
fession is: Prin-
cipal Castalia
High School,
1908-1912; Su-|:
perintendent ¢ f
Nashville Grad-|
ed School, 1912-
1914; County Su-
perintendent of|
Schools Nash
County, 1914~
1919; Superintendent Red Oak rarm Life Schcol, 1920-23; pastorates
as follows, Nashville Baptist Church 1915-19, Red Oak 1920-24, Ahos-
kie Baptist Church since 1925. He was crdained a minister in 1915.

Since cceming to Ahcskie, Pastor Creech has the envieble record
of naviny engaged in two major church building programs, at Ahoskie
and Brantleys Grove. During his pastorates, he has initiated church
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building programs that have cost a total of $102.000, having been pas-
tor at Nashville when its present church building was built. Approx-
imately $50,000 has been coatributed to missicns and benevolences
during his pastorates. =

His denominational work extends beyond the many-sided activi-
ties of the local church. For most of the last 15 vears he has served
as ¢ member of the General Board of Bissions of the N. C. Baptist
State Convention; he has been a trustee ¢f Chewan College for 2 years,
and a member of the Beard of Trustees ¢f Meredith College since
1932; he is ncw Clerk of the West Chowan Beptist Association, a
position held since 1934. Besides these activities, to all of which he
gives enthusiastic and intelligent service, he has found time to engage
in evangelistic work, holding five or six meetings each year.

Perhaps his one greatest interest, both outside and within his
church work, is, as he sets it down, “Werking with young people”. As
Scoutmaster for 10 years he has proven his interest by the time he has
devoted to the training of future Ahoskic citizens. He is a lover of
sports and a sportsman himself—fisherinan and huntsman.
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‘ sss AND FRIENDS OF

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

AHOSKIE, N. C. !
W. lIsaac Terrell, Pastor

Volume XV August 20, 1967 : No.

Rev. and Mrs. Oscar Creech
Beloved Pastor, First Baptist Church
Ahoskie, N. C.

1925 — 1951




AN EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION

Today our Morning Worship Hour and Church Bulletin is dedicated
to an expression of appreciation for Reverend and Mrs. Oscar Creech on
the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary. Probably no other persons
in our midst had a more profound influence on Ahoskie and the First Bap-
tist Church. They have been wonderfully used of God. We would like our
worship today to be an expression of gratitude to God for their lives and
ministry. Even though their influence has reached far and wide, no one
is more indebted to them than First Baptist Church of Ahoskie with,
whom they spent 26 years and 9 months of dedicated service as Pastor and
Pastor’'s wife.

We congratulate Brother and Mrs. Creech on their 60th wedding an-
iiversary which is August 21st.

THE FAITHFUL PASTOR
He held a lamp each live-long day
So low that none could miss the way,
And yet so high to bring in sight
That picture fair of Christ the Light,
That gazing up, the lamp betweer,
The hand that held it was not seen.

He held the pitcher, stooping low,

To lips of little ones below,

Then raised it to the weary saint

And bade him drink when sick and faint.
They drank, the pitcher thus between:
The hand that held it was not seen.

He blew the trumpet sott uand clear
That trembling sirmers need not fear:
And then with louder note and bold
He stormed the walls of Satan’s hold.
The trumpet coming thus between,
The hand that held it was not seen,

But when our Captain says, “Well done!
Thou good and faithtul servaut, Coine!
Lay down the pitcher and the lamp,
liay down the trumpet leave the camp,”
The weary hand will then be seen,

Clasped in His pierced vnes between.
—Anonymous

THE MINISTER'S WIFE

There is one person in your church who knows your preacher’s life:

Who wept and smiled and prayved with him, and that's your preacher’s
wife.

The crowd has seen him in his strength, when wielding God’s sharp sword.

As underneath God's banner folds he faced the devil’s horde.

But deep within her heart shie knows that scarce an hour befur

She helped him pray the glory down behind the clused door.

She’s heard him groaning in his soul, when bitter raged the swrife,

As, hand in his, she knelt with him--for she’s the preacher’s wife!

You tell vour tales of prophets brave who marched across the world

And changed the course of history by burning words the hurled.

And T will tell huw back of each some woman lived her life,

Wha went writh hime awd ~eilod oo 0 .



BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION—The Rev. and Mrs. Oscar Creech

The Reverend Oscar Creech was born February 3, 1886, the son of
Ransom Right and Henriette Sullivan Creech, both of Johnston County,
N. C. He attended Emit public school in O’Neal’s Township, Johnston
County, N. C. until 1901. From 1901 until 1903 he was a student in Turling-
ton Institute (high school), Smithfield, N. C. He was at Wake Forest Col-
lege from 1905 until 1908 and attended Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary later during 1919-1920.

On August 21, 1907, he married Martha Louise Gulley of Clayton, N. C.
She was the daughter of Marcus Marcellus Green and Sophia Ann Eliza
Ellis Gulley. Her parents were sturdy farmer folk who reared their eight
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, always holding high
ideals before them and living the life they taught.

They are the parents of six children, One deceased, Oscar Enid, died at
age 4. Living children are:

Ui Orville Ransom Creech, District Sales Representative for W. H. Bas-
7~ night and Co,, resides at 217 W. Church St Ahoskie, N. C. He attended
Mars Hill College.

'

Mrs. Gilbert Frommelt (Leah Jessica) Meredith College graduate;
teacher; now housewife; resides in Evanston, Ill.; 3046 Central Street.

i Dr. Oscar Creech, Jr., graduated from Wake Forest College and Jef-

. ferson Medical School. He is listed in Who’s Who in Colleges and Universi-
ties. Four years special service at Charity Hospital, New Orleans, and was
head of the Department of Surgery, Tulane Medical School. Recently he
was made Dean of Medical School, Tulane, He resides with hig family at
1120 State Street, New Orleans, L.a.

Judson Yates Creech, Wake Forest College graduate, listed in Who's
Who. Is a Realior and resides at 3501 Alleghany Drive, Raleigh, N. C.

Mrs. Edward G. Bond (Elva Louise), Meredith College graduate. Now
housewife, living in Windsor, N. C. Before her marriage she was in welfare,
newspaper and radio work.

Mr. Creech was Principal of three high schools in Nash County {rom
1808 until 1923, being County Superintendent of Nash County 1914-1919.
He was also Food Administrator in Nash Couny during World War 1. Mrs.
Creech was active in her church and was President of Woman’s Club in
Nashville, and worked with the Red Cross during World War I and II.
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Mr. Creech was ordained while he was County Superintendent of Nash
County, June 15, 1915 and became Pastor of Nashville Baptist Church
shortly after his ordination. He served Castalia and Oak Level Churches
on half time basis during his Nashville pastorate. In 1920 he became pastor
of Red Oak Baptist Church and served for 4% years there. In January 1925,
he became pastor of Ahoskie Baptist Church and served for 26 years and 9
months, retiring from the pastorate.

With Chowan College—Associate to President F. O. Mixon, October 1,
1951-1956,

Acting President, 1956-1957,

Director of Development with Dr. Bruce Whitaker, President,
1957-1961,

Retired at age 75 after 9 years, 4 months with Chowan.

Other Contributions—Chairman, West Chowan Association Million
Dollar Campaign for our colleges in 1928;

Clerk, West Chowan Association, 1934-1944;
Moderator, West Chowan Association, 1945-1953;
Trustee, Chowan College, 1930-1931; 1961-67;
Trustee, Meredith College, 1932-1943;

Director of Biblical Recorder, 1943-47;

Trustee, Baptist Hospital, 1947-1951;

Third Vice-President, Baptist State Convention, 1940;
President, N. C. Baptist Pastor’'s Conference, 1940;

Preached annual sermon, Baptist State Convention, at
Winston-Salem, 1943;

Wrote history of the Ahoskie Baptist Church, 1939;

Co-author, “A History Of Chowan College”, 1964;

Member, General Board of Baptist State Convention, 1931-1937,
Chairman, Committee on Committees, 1943;

Had an active part in raising $200,000 to reopen Chowan College;
Recipient of “A Recognition Award” for service in and for the area,
in 1954 by Ahoskie Rotary Club;

Wake Forest Alumni Association conferred a “Citation For Merito-
rious Service In The Ministry”, 1964;

Retired 1961 at age 75 and did supply work until June 1964.

Hobbies—Fishing and hunting.

Mrs. Creech led Sunbeam Bands and Royal Ambassadors for several
years. She has been Superintendent of the 7 and 8 yr. old Primary De-
partment in our Sunday School for the past 37 years; also served two terms
as Deaconess of our church.



The Lord’s Day

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 1967
SUNDAY SCHOOL . . . 9:45 A.M,

MORNING WORSHIP . . . 11:00 AM.
Prelude
Call To Worship—"All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name” ... (Coronation)
Invocation
Welcome and Recognitions
Hymn—""How Firnr A Pounestion! ... s IO 203

Romans 8
No. 257

sempiurs Resting .l e
Hymn—"My Faith Looks Up To Thee” ...
Offertory

Choral Worship—"To Thee We Sing”

The Reverend and Mrs. Oscar Creech

“The Beloved Pastor, First Baptist Church”—Rev. W. Isaac Terrell
“Promoter, Roanoke-Chowan Hospital”"—Mr. William R. Raynor
“Rev. Oscar Creech And Chowan College”—Dr. Bruce Whitaker
“Rev. Oscar Creech, Denominational Servant”—Dr. M. A. Huggins
“Mrs. Oscar Creech, Beloved Pastor’'s Wite”—DMrs. E. H. Freeman
“The Oscar Creech Scholarship”-—Mr. Alvin C. Newsome

"A Memento Of The Day”—Mr. Walter Pritchard

Invitation Hymn—*"A Charge To Keep, | Have” No. 358
Benediction Rev. Oscar Creech
Choral Response

Postlude

CHAPEL CHOIR REHEARSAL . .. 5:00 P.M.
Baptist Training Union Snack . . . 6:00 P.M.

EVENING WORSHIP . . . 6:30 P.M.

MESSAGE—"A Great Text” - Pastor
CHORAL WORSHIP--“Battle Hymn Of The Republic” ... Ringwald

DADTIC*T T AIL1aiiZ™ 100l MI - s N A4



CHURCH NEWS

Published every week by the First
Baptist Church, Main and West
Streets, Ahoskie, North Carolina.

Entered as second class matter,
November 1, 1935, at the post office,
Ahoskie, North Carolina.

OUR CHURCH STAFF

W Isaac Terrell oo Pastor
Robert F. Dills . Minister of Music
Director of Youth Activities
Mrs. Baldwin Renner ... Secretary
Miss Sara H, Futrell
Educational Secretary
David Tillery —— ... Sextion -
Ernest W, Glass .. Our Missionary )
Pastor and Church Office Phone
332-2383
Minister of Music
Director of Youth Activities 332-2018

August 13, 1967

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: 1323
Resident 1032
Non-Resident 291

SUNDAY SCHOOL.:

knrollment 1032
Attendance 356

TRAINING UNION:

Enrollment 152
Attendance 65

CHURCH CALENDAR
This Week

WEDNESDAY:

7: 30—Mid-week Worship
THURSDAY:

2:00-4: 00—Library open

8: 00—Church Choir Rehearsal

FLOWERS
The beautiful flowers which add to the spirit of worship today were
given by Mr. and Mrs, Jesse Mizelle and Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Parker.

We express grateful appreciation to these members for this floral
offering
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