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Readers



Reader survey

● March 2019, English Wikipedia, small-scale pilot of the WMF survey
● Survey respondents skewed heavily young and male. 

○ 70% of respondents were under the age of 30. 
○ 76% identified as male. 

Wikimedia Foundation Research: Characterizing Wikipedia Reader Behaviour/Robustness 
across languages (https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Characterizing_Wikipedia_Reader_Behaviour/Robustness_across_languages )

https://phabricator.wikimedia.org/T215670
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Characterizing_Wikipedia_Reader_Behaviour/Robustness_across_languages


Contributors 
(“editors”)

● “... 77 percent of Wikipedia articles are 
written by just one percent of Wikipedia 
editors…” (Daniel Oberhaus, "Motherboard, 
Tech by Vice", 7 Nov  2017)

● “Just 3,541 Wikipedia editors are 
considered ‘very active’, and very few of 
them are female.” (“New Statesman”, 8 
Jan 2019)



Women contributors



Content

Women’s biographies
● 1957, “Diccionario biográfico, geograf́ico 

e histórico de Venezuela”, Ramón 
Armando Rodriguez:  3.6%

● October 2014, English Wikipedia: 15.53%



Metadata

“First Women, Second Sex”, by Graells-Garrido, Lalmas, and Menczer in 2015 
(https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/2700171.2791036):

 Differences in meta-data are similar to results noted in previous work, where 
women biographies contain more marriage-related events than men’s.

 Sex-related content is more frequent in women biographies than men’s, while 
cognition-related content is more frequent in men biographies than women’s.

 A strong bias in the linking patterns results in a network structure in which 
articles about men are disproportionately more central than articles about 
women.

https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/2700171.2791036


Research findings (https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Content_gaps_on_Wikipedia/Matrix)

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Research:Content_gaps_on_Wikipedia/Matrix


 Women’s works and women’s issues

Works
● Paintings
● Sculptures
● Books
● Magazines
● Schools
● Organizations
● Conferences
● etc.

Issues
● Health
● Suffrage
● etc.



Images 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_supported_by_WikiProject_Women_in_Red )

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_supported_by_WikiProject_Women_in_Red


Society

“It is not women’s inferiority that has determined 
their historical insignificance: it is their historical 
insignificance that has doomed them to 
inferiority.”  (Simone De Beauvoir, 1949)
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WikiProject Women Scientists 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_scientists)

Women scientists, new 
biographies
● Nov 1, 2012: 106
● Nov 1, 2013: 1,655
● Nov 1, 2014: 2,790
● Nov 1, 2015: 4,511
● Nov 1, 2016: 5,837
● Nov 1, 2017: 6,557
● Nov 1, 2018: 7,919
● Nov 1, 2019: 9,602
● Today: 11,488

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_scientists


Number of women artist biographies 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_artists) 

Women artists - new 
articles created
● Nov 27, 2013: 1,655
● Nov 27, 2014: 4,849
● Nov 27, 2015: 6,427
● Nov 27, 2016: 8,104
● Nov 27, 2017: 9,452
● Nov 27, 2018: 10,812
● Nov 27, 2019: 12,422
● As of today: 13,247

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_artists


WikiProject Women Writers (biographies & written works) 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_writers ) 

Women writers and their 
written works - new 
articles created
● Sept 2, 2014: 45
● Sept 2, 2015: 22,978
● Sept 2, 2016: 25,776
● Sept 2, 2017: 27,603
● Sept 2, 2018: 30,606
● Sept 2, 2019: 34,641
● As of today: 36,397

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_writers




Women in Red (https://w.wiki/347 ) (http://whgi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-language.html)

● New articles created:
Jul 18, 2015 - Mar 31, 2020:
127,685

● Percentage of biographies about 
women on English Wikipedia:
○ Oct 2014: 15.53%
○ Apr 2020: 18.34%

https://w.wiki/347
http://whgi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-language.html


Monthly “newsletter” delivered to your Wikipedia talkpage

Follow us on Twitter



“Redlists” - lists with redlinked names



A redlist of women activists who don’t have an article in English Wikipedia.



Women’s biographies by occupation (https://www.denelezh.org/)

https://www.denelezh.org/
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