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M in is try  of Extern! A ffa irs  
(NGO Section)

• J

*

As desired by FS, I asked Shn N. Ravi, DCM, Tokyo to  send 
Missions’s f ile  re la ting  to e n q u iry  on Neta ji’s death. I  was given to 
understand th a t the Mission has one f ile  which contains detailed 
correspondence of 1956 between Ambassador B.R. Sen and Shri S. Dutt, 
the then FS. I t  appears th a t the Mission’s record is fa r  more 
comprehensive as some o f the  le tters/docum ents quoted by Shri Ravi thus 
not form a part o f our NGO record. While I have advised Shri Ravi to 
send the file  by a special bag, a form er teiegram needs to be issued to 
authorise him to  do so. The same is being sent as a TS telegram which 
FS may like  to  see before issue.

Shri Ravi is t ry in g  to  seno the f ile  in a Category A Pag by 
tomorrow i.e. 24.8.95. Arrangements fo r  collection of the bag from  Air 
Ind ia  is being worked out separately .

May k in d ly  see.
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M in is try  o f Externl A ffa irs  
(NGO Section)

As desired by FS, o u r M ission’s f ile  re la ting  to  enqu iry  on N eta ji’s 
death received from DCM, Tokyo was opened by me. The f ile  contains a 
repo rt regard ing  N eta ji’s death forw arded to  o u r Mission in Tokyo by the 
Japanese Foreign O ffice v ide  th e ir  Note Verbale No. 24 /A4 dated 31.1.1956.

A copy o f English trans la tion  o f the  o rig ina l said Note Verbale was 
handed over personally to  Ms. Omita Paul, OSD(EAM) today at 1200 hours. 
She will pu t up the re p o rt to  TAM as he wishes to  see the same. As th is  
was taken from  a TS f ile  I  have asked her to  re tu rn  the same to  me 
a fte r EAM’s perusal.

For in form ation. .

-K J U .
(Rajar Saha)
Oirec tor(CNV) 

303.1995
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Ref N o te s  p re -p a g e

As d i r e c t e d  by D ir(C N V ) p h o to c o p y  has been ta k e n  o f  
Embassy o f  I n d ia ,  Tokyo F , No. 5 ( 1 ) N G O -I. P h o to copy  has a ls o  
been ta k e n  o f  t h e i r  p a r t  f i l e  N o .5 ( l)N G 0 - I(A m b /P S -1 1 /5 6 )  
w h ic h  was fo rw a rd e d  a lo n g w ith  th e  a b o ve q u o te d  f i  l e *  by 
Embassy o f  I n d ia ,  T o kyo .

We may, i f  a p p ro v e d , r e tu r n  th e  docum ents to  Embassy o f  
I n d ia ,  Tokyo as p e r  DFA p la c e d  b e lo w .
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M in is try  o f Extern! A ffa irs  
(NGO Section)

Subject Death/Disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

Shah Nawaz
Committee
Report

4

In  persuance o f the then Prime M in ister’s announcumen* in 
Parliament on 3.12.55 the Government o f Ind ia  appointed a committee on 
5th A pril 1956 " to  enqu ire  in to  and repo rt to the Government o f Ind ia  on 
the circumstances concerning the departure  o f Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as a 
resu lt o f an a irc ra ft  accident, and subsequent developments the rew ith ".

2. Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose(eider b ro the r o f 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) and Shri S.N.Maitra, ICS(a nominee o f the 
Government o f West Bengal) were the members o f the Committee which 
began its  work in early  A pril 1956 and completed the re p o rt by end July 
1956.

3. The Committee examined 67 witnesses inc lud ing a number o f persons 
who were known to  have been associated with Netaji in the last stages. 
Of these 32 witnesses were examined at Tokyo( Japan), 4 at 
Banckok(Thailand) and 3 at Saigon(Vietnam) and the balance of 28 at 
Delhi and Calcutta. In Ind ia , the committee examined f iv e  o f the six 
persons who accompanied Netaji on his last f l ig h t  from Bangkok inc lud ing  
Mr. S.A. Ayer, Mr. Debnath Das and Col. Habibur Rehman. The Committee 
also examined Gen. J.K. Bhonsie, Chief o f the General S ta ff o f the INA. 
The Commission examined not only those who had inform ation to  give, but 
those who had theories to  propound, "|he members o f the committee 
v is ited Bangkok, Saigon and Tokyo and were able to examine fo u r of the 
six Japanese s u rv iv o rs  o f the plane crash, as well as two doctors who 
attended Netaji d u rin g  his last hours. The members o f the  committee did 
not v is it  Formosa which was the actual scene o f occurance of. the plar 
crash, as there  were d iff ic u lt ie s  in doing so on account o f the  fa c t th a t 
no diplomatic re la tions existed between the Government o f ind ia  and the 
author in Formosa-The re p o rt forwarded to out v-w-sion
the Japanese M in is try  o f Foreign A ffa irs  in Jan 1956 was also made 
available to  the Commission. The report, in te r alia, drawn up the 
sequence of events fo llow ing Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s departu re  
from Bangkok on 17.8.1955* tc  -sis sad demise on 'a a 5 5 *a n c  
the rea fte r. This re p o rt may be seen at Annexure I.

4. In  its  repo rt, the Commission dealt w ith the fo llow ing po in ts:-

( i)  Last o f the plans o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

( ii)  A ir crash at Taihoku(Formosa)

( ii i)  Death o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

( iv )  Cremation o f N eta ji’s body

(v ) Neta ji’ s ashes

(v i) T reasu re



Each o f these points is dealt w ith in a self-contained chap te r.A fte r 
fu liy  considering the evidence available, two o f the members (S /S hri Shah 
Nawaz Khan and S.N. Maitra) came to  the conclusion tha t while tak ing  o ff 
from Taihoku(Formosa) in the afternoon of 18th August 1945, the Japanese 
m ilita ry  piane ca rry in g  Netaji and his companion(Col.Habibur Rehman) 
developed some troub le  and b u rs t in to  flames. S u ffe ring  from severe 
burns Netaji was carried  in to  the Taihok... Hospital where, a fte r some 
hours, he passed away. The fina l recommendation o f the committee 
signed by S /S h ri Shah Nawaz Khan and S.N. Maitra may be seen at 
annexure I I.

5. Netaji In q u iry  Committee Report 1956 was made available as a 
'p riced pub lica tion ’.

6. The th ird  member o f the Committee Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
submitted a d issentien t re p o rt s ta ting  th a t there had been no plane 
crash invo lv ing  N eta ji’s death. However, the m ajority  re p o rt was 
accepted by the Government.

7. In view of widespread feeling amongst the pub lic tha t the problem 
o f find ing  the t ru th  about N eta ji’s death s till remains and tha t the re  has 
been a pers is ten t demand fo r  a fu r th e r  in q u iry  in to  the m atter, the 
Centra! Government in s titu te d  on 11th July, 1970 one man commission o f 
Inqu iry  in to  disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose . S hri G.D. 
Khosla, re tired  Chief Justice o f the Punjab High Court was appointed as 
sole member.

8. Besides the Shah Nawaz Committee report, the d issenting re p o rt o f 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose subm itted on Oct 9, 1956 and placed on the 
table o f the Rajya Sabha on 12th Dec., 1956 was placed before the 
Commission. In  all, 224 witnesses were examined by the Commission and 
a large number o f documents, le tte rs , newspaper reports , books and 
memoranda were received and read. While the Shah Nawaz Committee had 
not been able to go to  Taiwan which resulted in a great deal o f critic ism , 
the Commission v is ited  Taiwan in Ju ly , 1973. The Commission spent about 
8 days at Taipei record ing  the evidence o f witnesses, inspecting the  
a irfie ld  where the  crash was alleged to  have taken place and v is itin g  the 
crematorium where Bose’s body was alleged to  have been cremated.

9. The basic fin d in g s  o f the  'a ir  crash ’ theory has been summarises 
by the commission which reads as "A fte r g iv ing  the  most anxious 
consideration to  all the avaiable evidence, the c ritic ism  to  which the 
statements o f the  various witnesses were subjected and the argum ents 
advanced by counsel, I  have reached the  conclusion th a t the  s to ry  o f the 
a ircrash at the Taihoku a irf ile d  in Taiwan and the subsequent death o f 
Bose, resu lting  from burn  in ju r ie s  sustained by him in crash must be 
believed. This s to ry  is substantia ted by the testimony o f wholly 
independent witnesses, fo u r  o f whom were Bose’s co-passengers :n t ie  
piane which crashed, one is the doctor who attended to  him and s gned 
h is death ce rtifica te  and several o thers  mentioned in the course o f th  s 
chap ter who have corroborated th is  s to ry  in all materia! pa rticu la rs . I 
am not prepared to  accept the contention tha t the en tire  m ilita ry  
organisation o f Japan had entered m tc consipracy to  pu t fo rw ard  a false 
s to ry  in o rde r to  cover up Bose’s escape. Such a hypothesis is fo re ign  
to  reason and to  human nature. Most o f the witnesses who gave 
evidence impressed me by th e ir  fra n k  and honest demeanour. The 
Doctor, too, appeared to  be a most convincing witness o f t ru th .  The 
c ritic ism  advanced against the testim ony o f these witnesses has been



discussed by me in the foregoing pages, and in the end, i t  is only 
necessary to say tha t th is  c ritic ism  does not shake the s treng th  and the 
value o f the evidence.

I, therefo re , f in d  it  proved beyond all reasonable doubt th a t Bose 
trave lled in a Japanese bomber from Touraine tc Taihoku on the morning 
o f 18th of August, 1345. At Taihokuy the plane stopped fo r  a sh o rt time 
to refuel. The p ilo t detected a snag in one o f the engines. This was 
attended to, and the p ilo t pronounced the a irc ra ft to be a irw o rthy . The 
prope liers o f one o f the  engines had been damaged in a previous 
accident and the repa ir carried  out did not completely restore the 
e ffic iency o f the engine. This f in a lly  caused the crash at Taihoku, almost 
immediately a fte r the piane took o ff. The plane crashed to  the ground, 
broke in to two parts  and caught fire . In th is  f ire  the p ilo t and Genl. 
Shidei died instantaneously and o f the o ther men on board, the co -p ilo t 
Ayoagi died la te r and Bose also succumbed to  his burn in ju r ie s  du ring  
the course o f the fo llow ing n igh t. His body was cremated and the ashes 
were taken to  Tokyo " .^ T h e  Commission dealt with three matters which 
were construed as having a remote and in -d ire c t bearing on the
facts o f the enq u iry . These a re :-

(i) What was the exact nature  o f relations between Nehru' and

( ii)  Was Bose declared a war crim inal, liable to be tr ie d  and 
punished by the  Special Tribunal set up fo r  th is  purpose; 
and

( iii)  What is the  s ign ificance of the earliest enquiries regard ing
Bose conducted by In te lligence and secret service personnel.

In  add ition the Commission considered the evidence o f a number o f 
witnesses whose importance lies not in the in tr in s ic  worth o f what they 
had to  say, but in the enthusiasm and persistence w ith which they 
pressed th e ir  claim to  be heard. F u rthe r, the Commission analysed o ther 
versions o f Bose’s whereabouts and the various sto ries th a t were 
narrated in the  course o f the in q u iry , to d isprove the allegation of h s 
death at Taipei. There were many witnesses who severa lly  claim to  have 
seen, met o r ta lked to Bose at various times and places long a fte r August 
18, 1945. The Commission opined th a t numerous stories about encounters 
w ith Bose at various piaces a fte r 1945 are completely false and 
unacceptable.

10, Taking in to  accounts all facts  of the case, the  Commission 
concluded th a t Bose had sustained burn  in ju r ie s  o f the  th ird  degree 
fo llow ing a ir crash a li t t le  a fte r  2.35 p.m. on 18.8.1945 and despite the 
e ffo rts  o f the  doctors to  rev ive  him, he succumbed to  his In ju r ie s  the 
same n ight. The fin d in g s  o f the  Commission may be seen at Annexure I I I  
which, in te r aiia, incorporates sequence of events leading to  the sad 
demise o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

11. Report o f the ONE MAN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE 
disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was published a t New Delhi 
on June 30, 1974.

Bose;
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Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi

Shri N.K. Sinha, JS to PM, in his u.e. note 
No.805/ll/C/13/95-Part II dated 19.12.1995, 
intimated to us that a suggestion has been 
received in PMO, including from some members of 
the family of the late Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, proposing that the ashes presumed to be 
Netaji's, presently kept in an urn at Renkoji 
Temple, Tokyo, should be subjected to 
Mitochondrial DNA analysis, to try to resolve the 
controversy surrounding them. JS(PMO) wanted the 
comments of MEA.

According to information available with us, 
it is seen that some members of the family of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, are in favour and 
some members are opposed to this proposal . Shri 
Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of 
Netaji's elder brother, proposed that an 
international team of experts, one of whom could 
be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the job, with a set of observers from the 
Bose family, the Forward Bloc, and such like". He 
stated that a blood sample could be taken from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a 
tooth (which is likely to exist in the urn, on the 
basis of a claim made by Neta ji 1 s ADC, Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the test.

EAM met Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and her 
daughter, Ms. Anita Pfaff, in Germany in October 
1995. Ambassador S.K. Lambah was also present. 
EAM felt that Netaji's widow and daughter are keen 
that an early solution be found to the issue of 
return of Netaji's ashes to India. They appeared 
to be convinced of the seriousness of purpose on 
the part of the Indian Government. Ms. Anita 
Pfaff made it clear that, while she would like to 
consult other members of the family in India, the 
final decision would rest with her alone. She 
anticipated opposition from some members of the 
family. She would prefer the family is not 
divided on this issue.

Amongst the other members of the Bose 
family, press reports indicate that Dr. Sisir Bose 
supports the idea of bringing back the ashes, but 
late Dr. Amiya Nath Bose, Netaji's nephew, had 
been the most vociferous skeptic of the aircraft 
episode.

MEA's suggestions to Home Ministry:

MEA suggested that, in view of the 
widespread sentiments, Netaji's birth centenary in 
1997 should be befittingly commemorated, the ashes 
should be brought back to India with due respect 
and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and 
contribution to India's independence. In doing 
so, the following preparatory action was 
envisaged:

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of 
burying the .controversy and bringing back the ffffftgs.?. public figures and others to be

encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, requesting the Government 
to bring back the ashes, or



ii) Alternatively, establishment of a 
committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary 
with participation of public figures of various 
political opinions who would give a call for 
bringing back the late leader's ashes to India.

As regards DNA test, the matter is likely to 
cause considerable public debate, especially when 
members of Netaji's family are sharply divided 
about this issue, notwithstanding vociferous 
opposition of a large section of people who are 
skeptic about the mortal remains kept in Renkoji 
Temple, and/or the episode of aircrash.

FS may like to discuss with EAM before a reply 
is forwarded to PMO.

EAM

r t __
(Rajat Saha) 

Director(CNV) 
07.02.1996
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As desired, a Draft Cabinet Note is put up 
for EAM's perusal.
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Foreign Secretary is aware that EAM approved 
the Draft Cabinet Note regarding the proposal to 
bring the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Japan to India. We were given to 
understand by the Cabinet Secretariat that the Note 
'for the Cabinet needs to be forwarded to them along 
with Hindi translation. The task of translating 
into Hindi was given to our Hindi Section.

In view of the Fifth World Hindi Conference at 
Trinidad & Tobago, between April 4 to 8, 1996, most 
of the officials of the Hindi Section had to proceed 
to Trinidad & Tobago. Nevertheless, the translated 
copy has now been received from the Hindi Section. 
The Note, in the requisite format, both in English 
and Hindi, is placed below for FS's signatures. As 
it is mandatory to forward the Cabinet Note to the 
Cabinet Secretariat by an officer not less than the 
rank of a Joint Secretary, FS may wish to mark the 
paper to JS(EA) for forwarding the note. Requisite 
number of copies will be made by NGO Section prior 
to forwarding the note.

In view of the forthcoming General Elections, 
and taking into account that the Hon'ble Ministers 
may be pre-occupied with elections, FS may also like 
to speak to Cabinet Secretary ascertaining his views 
about appropriate time for sending the Note.

(Raj at Saha) 
Director(CNV) 

h . 4.1996
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C o n f jJ f jh a l

M in istry  o f  E x ternal A ffairs 
(E ast A sia  D iv ision)

R eference PM O  U .O . No. G -12(3 )/98 -N G O  dated
20.3 .1998.

2. R elevan t deta ils  in  th is regard  are con tained  in the 
N ote fo r C ab ine t da ted  16-12-1995.

3. T here w as som e suggestion  that som e inform ation  
m ay be in the  R ussian  A rch ives de-c lassified  fo llow ing  the  co llapse 
o f  the  Soviet U nion. E nqu iries w ere m ade w ith  the R ussian  side and 
M E A  w as in form ed  fo rm ally  th a t there w as no ev idence o f  Netaji 
hav ing  been  in the  S ov iet U nion  in the post-1945 period. T w o years 
ago, Shri A sish  R ay , g ran d so n  o f  N e ta ji’s elder b ro ther, had  
add ressed  a P ress conference at D elhi at w hich  he had  released  a 
copy  o f  the fo rm al com m u n ica tio n  from  the R ussian  G overnm en t to 
G O I.

4. N e ta ji’s ashes are p resen tly  held  in R enkoji T em ple 
on the ou tsk irts  o f  T okyo. T he p riests at the R enkoji T em ple, som e 
o f  w hom  w ere  assoc ia tes o f  N eta ji in the IN A, have cared  for the 
rem ains w ith  re sp ec t and reverence . T hey are keen tha t the  ashes 
shou ld  be b rough t back  in honour to India. T he Japanese  
G overn m en t has also  conveyed  a s im ilar desire. H ow ever, there  is 
no p ressu re  e ith e r from  the R enko ji T em ple or from  the  Jap an ese  
G overn m en t for the  re tu rn  o f  th e  ashes to India.

5. T he m a in  ob stac le  to  the re tu rn  o f  the ashes has been 
the lack  o f  consensus in Ind ia  in reg ard  to w hether the  ashes are 
actually  N e ta ji 's . Som e m em b ers  o f  the fam ily  he ld  the  view  that 
N etaji w as still alive. T his p o in t has been  dealt w ith  in the le tter 
w ritten  by Prof. A n ita  Pfaff.

6. M E A  has co n sisten tly  taken  the  v iew  tha t the  ashes 
co u ld  be b rough t back  to  Ind ia  sub ject to  the re  being  a national 
consensus in India in th is regard .

7.
PM O .

/ w )

FS m ay  k ind ly  see befo re  these  pap ers  are  sent to

(T .C .A . R 
Jo in t S ecret 
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NO.1399/NGQ/200Q S.No.24 PR

Please put up any files in N GO on the subject.

Sd/-
JS(CNV) 14.02.2000

Reference FR kept at SI. No.24/c.

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry have asked for the details 
of documents/files available with us on the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose.

Such details have already been provided by previous JS(CNV) Shri 
B.Balakrishnan to Shri Nikhil Kumar, Spl. Secretary, MHA, vide our letter No. 
25/4/NGO'Vol.V dated 09.06.99(S.No.22/c). If approved, we may furnish the same 
details to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry also

Submitted please. .
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to® o X a o  "^*«_ K ĵ C C "  ~"̂ t t'U ty-'" ( j t V ^  Q '^ )

''fc _ _ - A l In Y c A J ? }  iiX j —f~* §OLA^^~e

c u \ ^ 6 i  r 0 *  /  M V -W P r*

I ^ "L -— A ) ^ ”¥V r l ^ $ ? d k  ^ 0 ^ ’t j L ^  ^  ^

Lcfe-4 ‘£1̂ A A A j 4 k ^  ^ 3  < & A ? P T rC fi(  3

Ssr-© |^ fxK *D

7 / j

. S ^W \)« 2 - S  

— £  5vTj • *2- c»

-f -CVS» X T

7)/vu- Q-o53 Iw m »(w «> t t------- 5 SW ^ P -

c fv _
,<-**-

jc e < ^ V

hr?riA-*~~



Qr°->

/Vs VjL-JhW,) / tv .

X ' I j ts? o ~  ^m AsKc^U  C V n^~4c

£ X A _ « —~  \ \ ^ r  'V v.fjp  ^ " t ^ v W o C i A

7 )

• ) , £-W  'X- ^  \ M \  * V - ‘o "  VrA - \

6~W *2-/ V 'A  ̂<Vv—«3 - <TV't ’ U- (J -V ' ^  w 2 

•*>• ■ v / ' v ^ v f ^ i - v<3\ -U i ( J r  ^ A o ^  

W  ' 1 ^  \  \  *v/w* -  V iV  ^ L  ^ !" v"  ^  ^  ^

s  • f t w .  7 . ^ V  xl>\ ^  - C ' - v - ^ v O

4,, r ^ c -  2 , /  \ \ ^ \C v < V ^

T r  C-No x ^ \  \ 5 l  (vt^°

5- , f^VKi 1  > \  I b  |  (VW»

cT?
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Reference FR at Sl,No.31/c regarding 
information sought by the Commission of Inquiry 
headed by Justice M.K. Mukherjee in connection with 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose.

As JS(CNV) is kindly aware that we have already 
supplied to the Secretary to Justice Mukharjee 
Commission of Inquiry the details of files available 
with us on the alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose vide our letter No.25/4/NGO- 
Vol.V dated March 1, 2000. On the scrutiny of these 
files, we have been able to locate a printed copy 
each of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee report, 1956 
and Khosla Commission report, 1974. These copies 
are available in our file No.25/4/NGO Vol.III. A 
reference to these reports has been made in para IV 
of the enclosure to the FR. However, we have not 
been able to lay our hands on any of the other 
documents mentioned in the enclosure to FR, though 
there are some scattered references about some of 
these documents in our files.

SO (NGO) 

J S ( C H V ^

In view of the above JS(CNV) may kindly like to 
inform the Secretary to the Commission about the 
availability of the reports of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee and Khosla Commission. A draft letter is 
put up for approval please.

F
April 19, 2000.
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Reference FR at S.No. 47/c :

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry in their letter( at 
S.No.47/c) has desired to handover the following two files to Shri
S.N.Singh, Section Officer in their commission, who is presently in 
Delhi. As per Commission’s letter, Shri Singh will be carrying these 
files with him by air to Calcutta for the perusal of the Commission.

0)

(ii)

File No. C/551/5/72-JP.Pt-lll -
Netaji Enquiy Commission under the
Chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956.

KW to File No. C/551/5/72.Pt-lll -  
Record of evidence tendered 
before Shah Nawaz Committee -  1956.

We may seek the approval of JS(CNV)/FS, before handing over 
the above files/documents to Shri Singh.

Submitted please.

JSfCNV)
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Ministry of External Affairs
NGO Section

The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, looking into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, vide para v(b) of its 
proceeding dated 23.3.2000(placed at S.No.44/c (F/A) has asked all the 
concerned Ministries to file affidavits of competent officer of each Ministry 
giving list of all the files/records/documents, irrespective of whether they are 
top secret, classified or non-classified, lying in their respective custody or 
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose or INA.

As there are some files in this Ministry also pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the details of which have already been communicated 
to the Commission vide our letters dated 01.03.2000 and 24.05.2000(placed 
at S.No.26/c and S.No.41/c respectively), we also have to file an affidavit in 
this regard. Further as most of our files are of Top Secret classification and as 
the affidavit has to be got attested by a public notary, it is suggested that we 
need not enclose the list of documents with the affidavit but simply give the 
reference of our above mentioned two letters, vide which the details of the 
files were communicated to the Commission.

A copy of the affidavit filed by M.H.A. to the commission in 
respect of their files has been procured by us and is placed at F/B.

In view of the above, a draft affidavit has been prepared and is 
Y  I placed below for approval of JS(CNV). JS(CNV) may also kindly like to get 

' the draft affidavit vetted by the L&T Division of the Ministry.

Submitted please.
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Ministry of External Affairs
NGO Section

JS(CNV) may kindly like to see the F.R. placed at S.No.6l7c 
regarding request of Justice Mukherjee Commission for making them available the 
records that have recently have been released in the shape of a series of files by 
the India office Records, London(UK). The earlier letter of the Commission under 
reference in the F.R. is placed at S.No.32(A)/c(F/A).

In the hearing of the Justice Mukherjee Commission held in Calcutta 
on 31.08.2000 which was attended by me, the issue of files/records released by the 
India office Records, London was also raised by a gentleman before Justice 
Mukherjee. Justice Mukherjee informed the people present in the hearing that 
during his private visit to London recently, he had raised the matter about the 
possibility of making these records available to the Commission with our High 
Commissioner in London who informally conveyed to Justice Mukherjee that in all 
likelihood these records may not be made available to us either in original or in the 
form of micro film and at the most these can be consulted in the Reading Room in 
the British Library, London. Justice Mukherjee further said that he would, however 
issue directions to the Ministry of External Affairs in this regard.

In the light of the above, it is suggested that we may write to High 
Commission of India, London in order to find out from the British authorities the 
possibilities of making the above mentioned records/files available either in original 
or in the shape of micro film to the Commission. Based on a formal response 
received from HCl, London, we may intimate the position to the Commission. Since 
the next hearing of the Commission is scheduled take place on 28.09.2000 at 
Calcutta, it is for consideration whether an interim reply, stating that Ministry has 
written to HCl, London in this regard and the Commission shall be intimated as 
soon as a reply is received from the former, may be sent to the Commission.

JS(CNV) may kindly see for consideration/instructions.

(D.B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO)

06.09.2000

JS (C N V ) 0 -  H i d
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Ministry of Externaf Affairs
NGO Section

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry look^into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, vide their letter dated August 8, 
2000 (S.No.55/c F/A), has desired that the Ministry should send to the Commission 
photocopies of all the nine Top Secret files(F/C) of this Ministry pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Further, as per the orders/directions issued by the 
Commission in its hearing dated 31.08.2000(F/B), the Commission has reiterated 
its directions about submitting these files to the Commission and has also sought 
an explanation from the Ministry as to why these files are still being treated as “Top 
Secret”.

As directed by JS(CNV), one photocopy of each of the nine files has 
since been made by NGO Section. However, before these files are forwarded to 

< the Commission JS(CNV) may kindly like to seek the approval of the Foreign 
.j I Secretary for downgrading them from “Top Secret" to either “ Secret” or 

I “Confidential” . As regards the question as to which of the papers of these files 
may be made public, we may leave it to the discretion of the Commission.

In the meantime it is suggested that we may send an interim reply to 
the Commission stating that the Ministry is in the process of supplying the 
photocopies of the above mentioned files to the Commission and these will be 
forwarded to the Commission shortly. A draft letter addressed to the Secretary to 
the Commission is accordingly placed below for approval please.

Submitted please.
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MOST IMMEDIATE

No-25/4/NGO-XV 
Ministry o f External Affairs 

(NGO Section)

Subject: Declassification o f records

Reference PM Office O.M. No.G-16(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-I) dated 9th 
November 2006 requesting for copies o f enclosures attached to U.O. No. 
16(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-I) dated 14/15.09.2000.

Copies o f letters (100 pages) enclosed with the above mentioned u.o. 
note is forwarded herewith.

(L.D. Ralte) 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 

14.11.2006

Prime M inister’s Office,
(Shri P.K. Roy, Under Secretary) 
South Block,
New Delhi.

Enel:; as above



M O ST  I MME DI AT E
No. G-16(4)/2000-NGO(Vol-l) 
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE 

(NGO SECTION )

SOUTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI 
DATED: 09.11.2006

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Declassification of records

Reference is invited to this office UO Note of even number 
dated 14/15.9.2000 seeking Ministry of External Affairs 
concurrence to the downgrading/declassification of certain 
communications received from that Ministry in connection with their 
submission before the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
MEA communicated their concurrence vide their letter No. 
25./4/NGO (Vol.V) dtd. 19.9.2000. The undersigned is directed to 
request that copies of the letters enclosed to the above mentioned 
PMO UO note of even number dated 14/15.9.2000 may kindly be 
furnished to this office urgently.

( P.K. Roy ) 
Under Secretary

Ministry of External Affairs 
[ Shri L.D. Ralte, JS (CNV)]
S o u th  R ln r .k  N p w  D p lh i *  / V  /

H



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOKSABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 2(fh DECEMBER 2000

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE

N f .

^  4975. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been constituted to go 

into the details of circumstances leading to his disappearance;

(b) if so. whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard from his Ministry;

(c) if so, the number of files demanded;

(d) whether these files have not been provided;

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and

f  ( ‘ (I) the time by which the files are likely to be provided?

ANSW ER

THE M INISTER OF STATE FO R EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUM AR PANJA)

( a ) Yes, Sir.

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine files, which have

since been provided.

(e )&(f) Do not arise.



GOVERNM ENT OF INDIA 
$  M INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

LOKSABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 2(th DECEMBER 2000

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE

4975. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been constituted to go 

into the details of circumstances leading to his disappearance;

(b) if  so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard from his Ministry;

(c) if  so, the number o f flies demanded;

(d) whether these files have not been provided;

(e) if  so, the reasons therefor; and

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided?

ANSW ER

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUM AR PANJA)

( a ) Yes, Sir.

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry o f External Affairs for nine files, which have

since been provided.

(e )&(f) Do not arise.



GOVERNM ENT OF INDIA 
M INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

LOKSABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 2<fh DECEMBER 2000

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE

SHRI A M A R  ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 

constituted to go into the details of circumstances leading to his 

disappearance;

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 

from his Ministry;

(c) if so, the number of files demanded;

(d) whether these files have not been provided;

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided?

ANSW ER

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUM AR PANJA)

( a ) Yes, Sir.

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine

files, which have since been provided .

(e )&(f) Do not arise.
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.VI/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. : 4975

Due for answer on : 20th December, 2000

Tabled by : Shri Amar Roypradhan

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE

Draft reply is placed below at F/A for approval. The printed 
version of the question may be seen at F/B.

--------
(Jaydnt Prasad) 

Joint Secretary(AMS & CNV) 
December 15, 2000
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GOVERNM ENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE 

SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 

constituted to go into the details of circumstances leading to his 

disappearance;

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 

from his Ministry;

(c) if so, the number of files demanded;

(d) whether these files have not been provided;

( e ) . if so, the reasons therefor; and

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided?

ANSW ER

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUM AR PANJA)

(a ) Yes, Sir.

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry of External Affairs for nine

files, which have since been provided .

(e )&(f) Do not arise.



LOR SABHA MOST IMMEDIATE
20-12-2000 PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Parliament Section)■ ****

The list of finally admitted questions for the Lok Sabha to be answered 
on 20-12-2000 is enclosed herewith.
2. The draft answers to Starred Questions in triplicate, typed in double 
space and Unstarred Questions in triplicate, typed in single space may be submitted 
directly to MOS/EAM after being approved by the concerned Secretary, by today itself.

3. Starred Question may be put up in red file cover and Unstarred questions 
in blue file cover.

4. It may be added that every question alongwith its annexure, if any, has to 
be translated in Hindi in a very short time, usually in a few hours. Therefore, when 
the answer is lengthy, probably due to annexure(s) which may run into 50/60 pages, 
Hindi section and Parliament section should be alerted in advance without waiting for 
the final approval, so that the translation of annexures, which normally remain 
unchanged, can be started immediately.

5_.____________ In addition to the typed version of the Questions and Answers, the floppy
containing the entire text with enclosures, if any, (but NOT material for 
Supplementaries etc.,) should also be put up with the file to enable the Parliament 
Section to transmit the Questions and Answers to Rajya Sabha/Lok Sabha Secretariat 
by E-mail after these have been answered in Parliament. It may be noted that for each 
question there should be a separate floppy. More than one question should not be 
combined in one floppy. Question number and the name of the House should be mentioned 
on the floppy.
6. While putting up the Question/Answer, text of the Question part in the 
printed version may be closely compared since it could be slightly different from that 
of the advance notice received earlier. The File number of the Section/Division may 
also be indicated to facilitate future reference.

7. The following points may be noted while putting up draft answers

(a) Paragraphs may be numbered of any Statement to be laid on the 
Table of the House.

(b) Paragraphs may also be numbered of Note for Supplementaries.
(c) In presenting draft answers to Starred Questions, sets in 

triplicate may be made consisting of:

(i) Question/Answer
(ii) Statement (if any)
(iii) Note for Supplementaries
(iv) Anticipated Questions & their Answers

8. Note for supplementaries and anticipated questions and answers are read 
by Ministers and other officers while answering questions. Therefore they should be 
prepared with utmost care before forwarding to the Parliament Section.

9. In case of Starred Questions, it may be ensured that 12 copies of Note 
for Supplementaries and anticipated Questions and Answers reach Parliament Section by 
1100 hrs. on 18-12-2000 for timely preparation of brief folders for MOS/EAM 
Secretaries and other Officers.

{jyfD.S.SROK 
SECTION OFFICER/PAR U^HE^T) 

15^12-2000
DISTRIBUTION AS PER ENCLOSED LIST
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THE LIST OF FINALLY ADMITTED QUESTIONS FOR LOK SABHA TO BE
ANSWERED ON 20-12-2000 

STARRED QUESTIONS

Jf-Sl. 
No.

Adv.
No.

Final
No.

Priority
No.

Subject Section
Division

Head of 
Division

01. 16039 443 Ill Sanctions ED&MER JS(ED&MER

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

SI.
No.

Adv.
No.

Final 
No.

Subject Section/
Division

Head of 
Division

01. 2534 4787 Handing over of personal 
belongings

CPV JS(CPV)

02. 3575 4790 Bilateral Agreements COORD JS(COORD)
03. 4223 4797 Short Realisation of Visa 

Fees
FIN DIR(FIN)

04 . 16025
OIH

4807 Surat Passport Office CPV JS(CPV)

05. 1675 4811 USA Visa Conditions AMS JS(AMS)

06.
Me

5114
OIH

4814 Relaxation in Visa Laws EW JS(EW)

07 . 5283 4815 Fate of Sikh and Hindu 
Families in Afghanistan

I PA JS(IPA)

08. 7713 4816 Harassment to Indian 
Doctors

SOUTH JS(SOUTH)

09. 8347 4819 Indo-Russian Federation 
Ties

EE JS(EE)

10. 9352 4820 Consultative Status to VHP UNE JS(UNE)
11. 12129 4822 Submission of Passport 

Applications by Private 
Agencies

CPV JS(CPV)

12. 16242 4838 Indo-Pak Talks AMS JS(AMS)
13. 16249 4839 Visa to Afghan Nationals 

of Indian Origin
CPV JS(CPV)

14 . 16292 4843 Indo-Pak Talks EW JS(EW)
15. 16298 4844 Tackling Taliban Menace I PA JS(IPA)
16. 16349 4847 Denial of Permission to 

Sikh Pilgrimes
I PA JS(IPA)

17. 16595 4859 Indo-US Ties AMS JS(AMS)
118-
J

18315 4865 Renovation of Visa Hall ESTT. JS(ESTT.)

j 19.
1

18902 4867 Haj Bill GD JS(GD)



20. 3539 4874 Resumption of German AID EW .. . JS(EW) .
21. 3609 4877 Submission of passport 

Applications
CPV JS(CPV, •

22. 3733 4879 Theft of Blank Passport 
Booklets

CPV JS(CPV)

23. 4273 4880 Vilification Campaign by 
Pak

IPA JS(IPA)

24. 4950 4888 India-Thailand to Fight 
Terrorism

SOUTH JS(SOUTH)

25. 16048
OIH

4893 Foreign Policy PP JS(PP) Jv

26. 16244 4902 Indo~US Consultation AMS JS(AMS) '
27. 16278 4906 Indo-Iran Ties IPA JS(IPA)
28 . 16436 4915 Workload of Indian 

Missions in Gulf Countries
GD JS (GD)

29. 16454 4916 Shift in Foreign Policy WANA JS(WANA)
30. 5211

OIH
4929 Border Talks EA JS (EA)

31. 11295 4930 Cross Border Terrorism UNE JS(UNE)
32. 12442 4931 New Visa Regime EW JS (EW)
33. 16180 4937 Denial of Conular Access 

to Diplomats
IPA JS(IPA)

34 . 16314 4940 Liberalisation of Visa 
Conditions by Switzerland

EW JS(EW)

35. 12362 4947" Death Penality CPV JS(CPV)
36. 1264 8 4948 Establishment of Counsel EW JS(EW)
37 . 18998 4951 Ban on Asylum Seekers EW JS(EW)
38. 3736 4952 Amnesty Schemes GULF JS(GD)
39. 16137 4957 Pakistan Sheltering 

Terrorism
AMS JS(AMS)

40. 16153 4958 Harassment to Sikh 
Pilgrims in Pakistan

IPA JS(IPA) 
____ ___41. 16385 4962 Indo Iraq Oil/Gas Pipeline GD JS(GD) 9

42 . 1321
OIH

4965 Indo-Bangladesh Border 
Talks

BSM DIR(BSM)

43. 4830 4968 Visit of British Secretary 
for Home Affairs

EW JS(EW)
44. 3381 4975 Inquity into Netaji's 

Disappearance
CNV JS(CNV)

45. 18986 4992 Treasures of OSHO ED&MER JS(ED&MER)
46 4444 4996 Cross-Border Terrorism IPA JS(IPA)
47 . 1796 4998 Militants' Activities in 

Kashmir Valley
IPA JS(IPA)

48. 8090
.

5008 Indo-US Joint Working 
Group Meet

AMS JS(AMS)

Copy To :

1. Dir to EAM
2. Dir to MOS(AP)
3. US to MOS(KR)
4. - Dir (FS0)
5. Secretary(ER)/Secretary(East)/Secretary(West)
6. DEAN(FSI)
7 . AS (NRI&PV) /AS (AD) /AS (UN) /AS (BSM) /AS (FA)
8. JS(Coord) and Head of concerned Divisions
9. DS(Hindi)
10. US(Parliament)
11. Hindi/XPR/XPP
12. Question Branch, Lok Sabha Secretariat
*Is.flist



LO K  SABHA - y i ( CA,'v ^
UNSTARRED QUESTION  

TO BE AN SW ERED ON  
20 DECEM BER , 2000

4975. SHRI AMAR
ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL

be pleased to state:
(a) whether any Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission 
has been constituted to go into the 
details of circumstances leading to 
his disappearance;

(b) if so, whether the Commission 
has demanded a few files in this 
regard from his Ministry;

(c) if so, the number of files 
demanded;

(d) whether these files have not 
been provided;

(e) if so, the reasons therefor; and
(f) the time by which the files are

AFFAIRS

likely to be provided?



BY SPEED POST 
MOST IMMEDIATE

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI

JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(AMS & CNV)

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V January 05, 2001

Dear Shri Sengupta,
\

After a thorough and extensive search made in the various Divisions o f this
Ministry, we have been able to locate the following additional documents pertaining to the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee of Inquiry:

(i) File No. 14(13)/FEAy56 (Part ~A) -  Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 
(Evidence o f W itnesses)-1956

(ii) File No. 14(13)/FEA/56 (Part -B ) -  Netaji Inquiry Committee 
Report(Evidence o f Witnesses)- 1956 (Report from the Japanese 
Government)

These records, in original, are being sent herewith as directed by the Justice
Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry vide part B( para 5) o f its proceedings dated 23.11.2000. The 
documents may please be returned to this Ministry when done with.

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.), Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry,

‘B’ Block, 11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street,
Calcutta 700 087.

Copy to : Shri Tarakeswar Pal, Advocate, Room No. 5, Bar Association, High Court, Calcutta.
-J iL

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Your sincerely,

(Jayant Prasad)

V,
(Jayant Prasad)



,  * Justice M u k 1 i?rj e ? ^ m n  11S T * j f Inquiry 033- 216- 2765/60
for inquiry into lbe alleged disappearance of 033-216-2835.

'T . 'A  V ^ A A S  V ^ -dvo N eta ji Subhas C handra  Bose f o x i
\ o . 'B' Block (3rd floor) • UJ3-216-2705

I l/A Mirza Ghalib Slreel. Calculta-700 087 \
'  .....................

No. JMCI /..BQ.Q.L$.QR.)/%9.r.200Q/56/247 Calcutta. dated, the ..U..aa,.2Oa0..
From : ■
Sri P.K. Sengupta,WBH JS(Retd.)
-.IH.!" .11. 1 .1 111 ■ i l| l ^ .0^ 1 '  .

* To
Sri Jayant Prasad,IAS 
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
South Block, *
New Delhi-110 001. • '

. Sub: Piles numbering 700 originating in
• the India office's Public and

Judicial Department, London and now 
available in the British Library,

• Ref: The Commission's letter -Nos ,JMCl/DOC
(FOR )/9 9-20 00/56/4 5 d-ted 27.4.2000 
and JMCI/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/56/232 

. dated’28.8.2000.

S i r ,

I am directed to invite a reference to the Co ’mission's 
above-quoted letters on the aforesaid subject and to say that 
no reply whatsoever has yet been received from your end.

In furtherance of the above-quoted letters, I .am
directed to invite your notice to the news published under the* .»
caption ‘Britain to allow access to Netaji documents* in 
'The Statesman* dated September 10, 2000, particularly tie 
paragraph nos. 1 and 2 of the aforesaid news, and to request 
you once ag^in to pursue the matter with the U.K. Government 
so that the Commission may have access without any further 
'delay to all t ie documents, files, records etc. relating to 
Netaji in the possession of the U.K. Government.

I am further directed to request you to treat the . 
matter as extremely urgent and to take necessary effective 
steps with an intimation to the Commission.

Yours faithful^

( P . k . Senguota.)

’T i t  sec™  •I contd. .... pc .2.



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry
for inquiry inlo the alleged disappearance of 

N e ta j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  Bose
‘B ’ Block (3rd floor) •

1 I/A Mirza Gltalib S treet .  C a lcuda-700  087

PI10115 1
03 3-2)5-?7G5/6U 
0 3 3 - 2 1 6 - 2 0 3 5 .
rox i
U3J-216-27G5

2 Calcutta, dated, the.

No.JMCl/DOC(FOR)/99-2CflStu/56/247 dated, the 11 th^S^tember, 2000

Copy forwarded t<
Smt. Sangeeta, Goirala.IAS, Joint Secretary 

(Internal Security), Ministry of External Affairs, South Block, 
New Delhi-110 001 for informatiorKand necessary action in 
reference to the Commission's letters nos.JMCl/DOC(FOR)/99-2000/ 
56/45 dated 27.4.2000 and JMCl/DOC(FO^/99~2000/56/233 dated
28.8.2000.

(,P.K. Sengupta ) 
Secretary
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Britain to 
allow access 

to Netaji 
documents

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA___________

CALCUTTA, Sept. 9. -  Th? 
UK governm ent would allow  
access to documents on Netaji 
in  its possession , the B ritish  
D eputy H igh C om m issioner, 
Mr John Mitchiner, said here 
today.

T he Mr J u s t ic e  M anoj 
Mukheijee Commission is cur
rently probing the disappear
ance of docum ents related to 
Nettyi Subhas Chandra Bose, 
The West Bengal government 

had requested the UKtgovem=i 
ment to make public thede doc-' 
u m en ts , Mr M itchin'ef>toldi- 
reporters here. “Any authorised 
r e p r e se n ta tiv e  o f th e  W est 
Bengal government can access 
the records.” •
But Mr Jack Straw, also pre

sent, said he was "not aware of 
the c a se .” The B r itish  home* 
secretary added that h is gov 
ernm ent would do its best 
help in the mattor.

W itnesses deposing before 
the M ukheijee Commission in 
its third Bitting on 31 August 
had said that documents kept 
at archives in Russia, UK and 
Japan should be accessed  as 
they contain vital information 
on Netaji’s disappearance.

Netaji’s assistant and a colonel 
of the Azad Hind army said on 
18 August, 1946, Netaji boarded 
a plane from Saigon to go to Ru
ssia. They heard of the crash on 
22 August,

01
|]0"1

£J
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D.O.F.NO.13-38/2000-M, 
^TR?frq 3)1 so f̂t ^ntnrs

i

TWCT3' REPUBLIC

CHITRA CHOPRA 
Addl.Secretary
Tel.No.3022242 
Fax No.3022160

fthrm 
Wfcl W'C'fiR

M  110 011
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDIAN REPUBLIC  

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

VIGYAN BHAWAN ANNEXE 
NEW DELHI-110011

January 1, 2001.

Dear

i #

O h

Please refer to your D.O.letter No.F.DGNM- 
2/2000 dated September 18/ November 20, and 
December 15/ 2000 regarding declassification of 
records/articles pertaining to Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose and depoisted in National Museum.

The Ministry of External Affairs have now 
agreed that the above records/articles may be 
declassified in ordr to facilitate their viewing 
by the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. 
They also feel that it might be a good idea to 
invite the Commission to look at the above 
treasures for which you may get in touch with the 
Justice Mukherjee Commission to tie up the 
administrative arrangements. (Copy of their letter 
enclosed).

Since/ this is a sensitive matter/ you are 
hereby requested to keep the Department informed 
of all the developments and also endorse all 
copies of your communication with the Commission 
as well as other Departments/Ministries/ in this 
regard.

. Yours sincerely/

( Chitra Chopra )
Dr.R.D.Choudhary, .
Director General#
National Museum/
New Delhi.
Copy for information to:-
1. Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary/ Justice Mukherjee 

Commission of Inquiry/ B' Block/ 3rd Floor/
11/A/ Mirja Galib Street/ Calcutta-700087.

2. Shri M.B.Kaushal/ Special Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, New Delhi.

\yf. Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary (AMS & CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi.

4. Shri Jarnail Singh, Joint Secretary, PMO .

( CHITRA CHOPRA I
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J u stic e  M u k h e r je e  C o m m is s io n  of In q u ir y
F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  Bo s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

'P )  1 ^ '
Phone:
Chairman  
Secretary  
O fficer on  
Special D uly 
Office

-216-28:
- 216-2767

216-2765
-216-2766/68

No JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings  
(Follow up)/48 (Vol II)/388

Calcutta, dated, the 6th Dec* 2000,

From : Shri P .K. Sengupt a, W?3HJS (Retd) 
Secretary

To t 1) Secretary, Ministry of Defence,Govt. of India,
South Block, New Delhi-100011.

2) Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi-110004.

3) Director General, National Archives. Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, Janpath, New Delhi - 110001.

4) Joint Secretary (Admn.)R.& A.w.
■ Bikanir House, Annexe, Room No. 7, Saha j an Road,

New Delhi - 100011.
\

U. ' 5) Secretary, Ministry of Horae Affairs, Govt, of India, 
North Block, New Delhi - 110001.

6) Secretary, p.M's Secretariat, South Slock, -
New Delhi - 110001. *

^  77 Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Govt.of India, 
v-/ South Block, New Delhi - 110001.

8) Secretary, Home Department, Govt, of West Bengal 
Writers' Buildings, Calcutta-700001.

sir.

•%>

Sub: Strict compliance with the orssrs/ 
directions contained in the 
proceedings dated 23.11.2000 ’'ead 
with the proceedings dated
23.03.2000, 13.06.2000, 31.8.>*00 ,  
and 28.09.2000 of Justice 
Muteterjee Commission of Inquiry.

I am sending herewith a copy of the proceedings dated
23.11.2000 of the Commission containing its orders and directions
for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the Commission.

Copies of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000
3 1 .08.2000 and 28.09.2000 of Jie Commission were sent to your 

^  office earlier.

o n
\ t
Secretary

Fox : (X)91-033-216-’ 765 * c-mml : jnicinscb'c/jcaB.vsnl.nci.in
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J u s tic e  M .K . M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  of  In q u ir y

Proceedings dated 23.11.2000 (Fifth)
Held at the Seminar Hall, A nnexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 

166, Chittaranjan A venue, Calcutta 700  007
•! i

A. E x a m in a t io n  o f  W i t n e s s e s

November 23 2000 1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri
f r  .. Anindya Sengupta, Shri Barun Sengupta, Shri Pabitra Ghosh, Dr. Purabi

Roy and Shri Jayanta Roy are present. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri
Barun Sengupta, Shri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh
have been duly examined on oath as witness Nos. 6, 7, 8, and 9
respectively and then discharged. Some documents have been admitted

into evidence and marked as' Exhibits 6, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by the
C.W.6, Exhibits 7 to 7w on admission by the C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission
by C.W.8 and Exhibits 9 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection
by any^of the parties. The examination of Dr. Purabi Roy as C.W.10 is now
taken up. In her examination she testifies that the statements that she made
in her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct Accordingly, the

' affidavit filed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot
be concluded as she intends to bring on record a number of documents for

which no list is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Dr.

Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version

in English of those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidavit

. that the translation has been done correctly and truly. To enable her to
' comply with the above directions, her further examination is deferred till the

■ next hearing and she is asked to appear on that date. The suggestion of

some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language be

translated by some other translator and not by Dr. Roy, as she figures as an
witness, will be considered if and when any genuine complaint is made

about the authenticity of the translation. Examination of Sri Jayanta Roy is

also deferred as from the affidavit filed by Dr. Roy it appears that he is

supposed to corroborate her testimony.

2. The other witness summoned, namely, Smt. Probha Jagannathan, is 

not present though summons was duly s,ent by speedpost to her at her
address as furnished to the Commission. Let fresh summons be served

. • ' j . - %
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asking her to appear on the next date of hearing. Let summons be also 

served upon Sri Jayanta Roy to appear on that date.

. • i. 
r ' I

B. Further Orders/D irections/O bservations

1. The prayer of Smt. Archana Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister’s office, 

seeking 15 days’ time to file a consolidated affidavit covering all the points 

mentioned in the proceeding^ the Commission from time to time is allowed. 
The above office is directed to file the same by 10.12.2000 through an 
officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary.
2. In spite of repeated directions, no representative of the Ministry of 

Home Affairs has yet come to identity the documents referred to in 

paragraph 3(b)(i) of the order dated September 28, 2000 and prove their 
authenticity. ' .

3. The application filed by Shri Kamal Pandey, Secretary, Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India claiming privilege under Sections 123 

and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution of India in 
respect of (he contents of the files mentioned in paragraph B(ii) of the

proceedings dated August 31, 2000 will be taken up for hearing in the next
i

sitting. j
! •

4. The documents, mentioned in paragraph 3(b)(iii) of the order dated 

September 28, 2000 have neither been produced nor any explanation
offered for such failure. ; i

* • ,  t >' ■ , ! ■ • - . -  ■ .
f 5. The directions contained in paragraph C(i) of the order dated August 

31, 2000 have not been fully complied with, in that, the complete original 

records of the proceedings o f the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee of inquiry 

including the evidence recorded and the documents produced before the 

said Committee have not yet been sent. However, four letters, one paper 

cutting, t̂>ne printed copy of the report of the Committee, one partly torn copy 

of the statement of one Shri Mathura Malanga Thevor, MLA bearing some 

initials and one full signature purported to be of Shri Thevor, some 

photographs of witnesses and 407 pages:, typed but unauthenticated, 
purporting to contain statements of some witnesses before the said

’ I
Committee, were received earlier. ■

Contd...p/3



7. Since the observations made by the Commission in Paragraph (e) of 

its proceedings dated 28.9.2000 have not been given due importance and
priority they deserve, the Commission takes serious view of the matter and 
feels that time is now ripe to consider the question of invoking the powers 
under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 
for recurring non-compliance with the orders/directions of the Commission. 
In this connection, the attention of the authorities concerned is once more 
drawn to orders dated June 13, 2000, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of the 
proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 

various letters .sent pursuant to the orders of the Commission.

Chairman.



The Ministry of External Affairs have since sent photocopies of the following 

files.
1. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. I
2. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. II (LW-KW)
3. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. Ill (tW-Annx) •
4. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. IV (LW-KW.i)
5. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. V (LW-KW I, II & III)
6. File No. 25/13/NGO -  52 (LW-KW)
7. File No. 25/14/NGO-52
8. . File No. 25/15/NGO -  52
9. File No. 25/16/NGO-53

6(i) On March 23, 2000 the Commission directed the Government of 

West Bengal to produce all the files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

which were lying in the custody of the Special Branch, Calcutta Police 

including file /No. 269/45 relating to ‘Prisoner/Release -  Revised Policy of 

Government, for the release of Security Prisoners' containing Memo. No. SS 

129/SB dated 31st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to

H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government of Bengal, Express 

letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.1945 of Bengal Government and confidential note 

dated.3.9.1945 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. In purported compliance of the 

above direction, the Government of West Bengal sent copies of 64 files along 

with lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July 28, 2000 through Shri 

Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary to the Government of west 

Bengal, Home (Political) Department wherein it Is stated, inter alia, as 

follows: . .  .. .

“8 [ That the Government of West Bengal caused a thorough search 

in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutta Police, Intelligence Branch, 

West Bengal and State Archives; that there is no such file bearing No. 

269/45 regarding “Prisoner/Release-Revised Policy of Government for 

the release of Security Prisoners" in the records of Calcutta Police; 

that File No. 269/45 (Prisoners/Release-Revised Policy of 

Government for the release of Security Prisoners) containing Memo. 

No. SS.129/SB dated 31st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of

Comd....P/4



Police, Calcutta to H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary Govt, of

Bengal, express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45 of Bengal Government

and Confidential note dated 3.9.45 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. also
■ ■ ' •• i . •

do not figure in the Index Book of the Intelligence Branch, West

Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of State
' ! :

Archives relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra
• - ' ; i* ' 
Bose and other papers connected thereto including copy of Bengal

Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45

• Copies of correspondences of Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 

Dy. Inspector General of Police, Intelligence Branch, West Bengal and 

Director of Archives, Higher Education (State Archives) Deptt. in this 

connection are annexed herewith as Annexure "A” collectively."

Thereafter, following further, direction o f the Commission, the 

Government of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to 

files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches of Police. On 

scrutiny of the said Index Books and the copies of files sent, the Commission 

directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 

files reference of which was in the Index Books but not sent to the 

Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 

of West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No. 

269/45 which contained memos and Note referred to hereinbefore. ■

6(ii) From the above resume o f facts, it is manifest that the earlier quoted 

statements made by Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, in his affidavit filed on July

28, 2000 are not at all correct. Since, however, Shri Bhattacharyya claims in 

his above affidavit that those averments were made on the basis, of 

information received from Shri D.C. Bajpai, Commissioner o f Police, Calcutta, 

and Shri A.K. Sen, Deputy Inspector General of Police, I.B. , West Bengal 

and has, in support thereof, annexed as part of his affidavit the copies of 

written commu/iications from them in this respect, it is patently clear that the 

above two/responsible senior Police Officers furnished wrong information for 

onward  communication to this Commission. The Commission therefore calls 

for the Explanation of the above two Police Officers for furnishing such wrong 

information, by the next date of hearing. I j *

i j !
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J
Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV)

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V December 21, 2000

Dear Ms. Chopra,

This is in continuation o f my letter o f  even number dated 
December 18, 2000 conveying no objection o f  this Ministry regarding 
records/articles pertaining td, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose deposited by 
this Ministry with the National Museum. In the light o f  our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shfcwn to the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry.

A copy o f this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry.

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI

Yours sincerely,

V
(Jayant Prasad)

*/
Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department o f Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi.

Copy to Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3rd Floor, 11/A Mirja Galib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087.

(Javan) Prasad)
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m in is t r y  o f  e x t e r n a l  a f f a ir s  

n e w  DELHI
\

if. k Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV) £
No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V December 21, 2000

Dear Ms. Chopra,

This is in continuation o f my letter o f  even number dated
Decem ber 18, 2000 conveying no objection o f  this M inistry regarding 
records/articles pertaining td  Netaji Subha* Chandra Bose deposited by 
this M inistry with the National Museum. In the light o f our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shfcwn to the Justice M ukherjee Commission 
o f  Inquiry.

A copy o f  this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission o f  Inquiry.

Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department o f Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi.

/  Commission o f  Inquiry, B Block, 3r Floor, 11/A M irja Galib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087.

Yours sincerely,

\
(Jayant Prasad)

Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Muklierjee
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Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary(AMC &CNV) 

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V

Most Immediate 
By Speed Post. MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFI

NEW DELHI

20th December 2000

Dear Shri Pal,

Please refer to your fax dated 19-12-2000 regarding the records to be 
submitted before Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry looking into the 
alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

We are in the process o f  retrieving the remaining original records o f the 
proceedings o f Shah Nawaj Committee o f Inquiry from the various Divisions o f 
the Ministry. As these records pertain to 1956, it is likely to take some time 
before we get these records from the concerned Divisions You may, therefore, 
inform the Commission accordingly and request them to give us some more time 
before these documents are sent to them.

b * -—

Yours sincerely,

Shri Tarakeswar Pal,
Sr. Counsel, Govt, of India,
Justice Mukherjee Commission.
Bar Association Room No. 5, .
Calcutta High Court, ^
Calcutta.
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Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(AMS &CN

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V December 21, 2000

My dear Additional Secretary,

Since Justice Mukherjee Commission is 
interested in looking into all documentary evidence connected 
with Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, it might be a good idea to 
invite the Commission to take a look at “Netaji’s treasures”. 
We have, therefore, already advised the Commission in this 
regard. Since the National Museum is the custodian o f the 
treasures, they may be advised to tie up the administrative 
arrangements required as convenient to the Commission.

Our earlier endorsement is attached for your 
reference and records.

Yours sincerely,

(Jayant Prasad)

Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan B ha van Annexe, 
New Delhi.

Copy to Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3rd floor, 11/A 
Mirja Galib Street, Calcutta-700 087.

(Ja; t Prasad)
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

North Block, New Delhi 
Dated the 20,b December, 2000.

/
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Please refer to D.O. No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated December 15, 2000 from 
Department o f Culture, on the subject o f de-classification o f certain articles, a 
copy of which was sent to this Ministry for information.

2. Kindly initiate necessary action as desired by the Department o f Culture 
expeditiously in view o f the next hearing o f the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry which is scheduled on 22.12.2000.

Yours sincerely,

yJa /

(SANGITA GAIROLA)

\J

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary 
Ministry o f External Affairs, 
South Block 

y^ N ew  Delhi.

“Please visit our website at http://mha.nic.in"

http://mha.nic.in


^  Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV)

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V December 21, 2000

Dear Ms. Chopra,

This is in continuation of my letter o f even number dated 
December 18, 2000 conveying no objection o f this Ministry regarding 
records/articles pertaining t6 Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose deposited by 
this Ministry with the National Museum. In the light of our no objection, 
the articles/records may be shown to the Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry.

A copy o f this letter is being endorsed to the Secretary, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry.

Yours sincerely, 

\
(Jayant Prasad)

Ms. Chitra Chopra,
Additional Secretary,
Department of Culture,
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe,
New Delhi.

Copy to Shri P.K. Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry, B Block, 3rd Floor, 11/A Mirja Galib Street, 
Calcutta-700 087.

■ST

, \ k  (Javant Prasad)



Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary (AMS &CNV)

No. 25/4/NGO. Vol.V December 21, 2000

Dear Ms. Chopra,

In continuation to my letter o f even number dated December 18, 
2000 regarding declassification o f  records/articles pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose sent by this Ministry to the National Museum, it is 
confirmed that this Ministry agrees that these records/articles may be 
declassified in order to their viewing by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission o f Inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

rasad)

Ms. Chitra Chopra, 
Additional Secretary, 
Department of Culture, 
Vigyan Bhavan Annexe, 
New Delhi. W '



Most Immediate 
By Speed Post.

Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary(AMC &CNV) 

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. V

M IN IS TR Y  O F EX TE R N A L A F F A IR S  
N E W  DELHI

20th December 2000

Dear Shri Pal,
0/vt) W '

Please refer to your fax dated 19-12-2000 regarding the records to be 
submitted before Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry looking into the 
alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

We are in the process o f retrieving the remaining original records o f the 
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee o f Inquiry from the various Divisions of 
the Ministry. As these records pertain to 1956, it is likely to take some time 
before we get these records from the concerned Divisions. You may, therefore, 
inform the Commission accordingly and request them to give us some more time 
before these documents are sent to them.

°  < s
Yours sincerely,

Shri Tarakeswar Pal,
Sr. Counsel, Govt, of India, 
Justice Mukherjee Commission. 
Bar Association Room No. 5, 
Calcutta High Court,
Calcutta.

k
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_j_ Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary (CNV &AMS)

. 4 * -  No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V

f^ ?7  ^  f ^ f t
M IN IS TR Y  OP EXTER N A L A F FA IR S  

NEW  DELHI

18lh December 2000

Please refer to your D O. No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated December 15, 2000 
regarding declassification o f “treasures o f Netaji” in connection with on going 
inquiry into the alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by Justice 
Mukherjee Commission.

2. We have already conveyed our no objection to the National Museum, vide 
our letter of even number dated 22nd November 2000, addressed to Dr. 
R.D.Choudhry, Director General, National Museum, for viewing Netaji’s 
treasures sent by this Ministry to the National Museum by the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission o f Inquiry. The National Museum may take further necessary action 
accordingly.

Yours sincerely, 

\
(Jayant Prasad)

Dr. R.V. Vaidhyanatha Ayyar, 
Secretary,
Department o f Culture, 
Ministry of Tourism & Culture, 
New Delhi.

Copy to Ms. Chitra Chopra, Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 
New Delhi w.r.t. her D O No. 13-38/2000-M.I dated 14* November 2000
(received by us on 15th December 2000).

(Jaymt(Jayknt Prasad)



r̂. 3tr. t w r  srzr 
Dr. R. V. Vaidyanatha Ayyar 

Tel. : 3386995, 3381040 
Fax : 3384093
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S E C R E T A R Y  

G O V E R N M E N T  O F IN D IA  
M IN IS T R Y  O F  T O U R IS M  & C U L T U R E  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C U L T U R E  
N E W  D E L H I - 110001

D.0.No.13-38/2000-M.I December 15, 2000

Dear Shri Mansinqh,

Please find enclosed herewith a coDy of the U.O. 
N o . 16 (4)/20OO-NGO dated 14/15th September 2000 received from 
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) regarding declassification 
of documents /articles deposited in the National Museum.

As per the information of National Museum, the 
Ministry of External Affairs deposited a box marked as TOP 
SECRET, which was handed over by Shri Devi Dayal Bhatia, 
Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs (AD I) to Shri 
J.K.Roy , Superintendent, Central Asian Antiquity Museum 
(National Museum) on 30th December 1953. Entries were made on 
the same day in the General Accession Register (GAR) of the 

i r if l jt /A  National Museum (Copy of the relevant pages of the GAK 
j enclosed for ready reference)* PMO have asked this Department
1 J j whether a view, if any, has been taken regarding the
it w L s ' declassification (of these articles) and production before 

/-> thge Inquiry Commission.
1T /rA tif)1?  <1^vj/U-/" J * In terms of the Manual of Departmental Security

. . Instructions issued in 1994 by the Ministry of Home Affairs,
1° documents, etc. once classified as TOP SECRET, etc.. by the

r n & f i l  Department from where the concerned classified documents 
yT/3k\ /material have oriqinated, only that Department shall be 

y f  J J  competent to revise the classification/grading of the same.

? !̂  In terms of these instruct ion s , MEA is the competent
Ministry/authority to take a view on the declassification of 
these records/articles.

<

In view of the urgency expressed by the PMO, you  may 
like to take necessary action immediately, i enclose for ready 
reference, a letter from Shri Jarnail Singh, JS, PMO in the 
matter.

Enel: As above

Yours sincerely, 

(R.V .Vadyanatha Ayyar)

Shri Lalit Mansingh 
Foreign Secretary,
South Block, New Delhi.



>

T O i T S ^ R E T  
MEDIATE

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

Sub:- P s s t a f g i f o g t i o n  o f r s s g n t e ,

The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry Wde letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret.

2. The Commission have vfcfe their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 
this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears the Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry.

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 
your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete



information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18th 
September, 2000.

5>nri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum,
Janpatrh.New Delhi-110011.

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi.

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs.

Shri G.B.Singh,Director, Ministry of Defence,History Division,West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066.

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat,New Delhi.

Shri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs.

PMO U.O.No.16(4)/2000-NGO datedJ4.9.2000.
/ r
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^Tlati' onal Museum of Indiaf fnd
© .....

i -

)nte
icqu

No.
ir ed

Previous 
and/or 
Excavation 
No. Etc.

Extracts from the General ftcceeaIon ReolsBr. Volume I 
Sourcs Short Description Oate -Locality Remarks and

or
period

references

__ ______

irc^. / 7/Location 
' Room Class Shelf v"s-».

Se CRLl

The contents of this page are to bn trcnted under tho Official Secrots Act and any

30.xii.53 53.22 
' «*

person divulging thnm uould bo punishable under tho onmo Act, 
Shri 0.0. Qhntia Cold and other objects 1945
O.S. EAA Ministry 
(A.0.1.)

taken from Shri Ramamurti 
on 24.9.51 by tho Indian 
Embassy at Tokyo 

Bundle No. 1 (opened)
_  package 1

Charred rings and pendants 
Pockage II
Charred and broken bnnqlos, pins, 
buckles, etc.
Package III
Charred and broken bangloa, 
pondants, snuff box, medals 
CoinB and rings 
Package IV
Charred necklace pieces medals and rings 
Packege V
Charred onr-rings, nose rings, 
rings set uith stones mostly 
Package VI
Charred and broken bangles 
t*nd anklets 

. Package VII ,
Charred and broken rings, nose rlnqs and 
pendents
Package VIII .
Cherrod rings and nose rings.

for reasons stated belouj- 
These I.N.A. Troasure Iron safe No.A8 
are kept in a grey steel 
box, locked Bnd covered by 
a diplomatic Bag, sealed 
uith the seal of the N.G.O.
Section of the External Affairs 

Ministry at tuo olaces in the Dresence 
of Shri 0.0. Bhatia .

/

4

1



^  L  s '  > *  [% ,)
National flmeum of India ' •̂

Extracts from tha Gonaral Accession- Repleter. Volume_I_

Data Nn
Acrjuir ad

Previous 
and/or 
ExcavatIon 
No. otC,

Sourco Short doscription 0 At a 
or
p o r 1 o d

Locality Remarks,
and
fceferances

>I b . x l l W .T.T7TT
ij contd. from pp. 
>

V
4x

PaCkBQO IX
Charred nockloce, bangles 
broaches and nosa rings 
Package X
Charred enr-rings uith 
etonos, and ring* .
Packnqa XI 
Charred rings 
Package XII
Charred rings' and chain 
Package XIII
Charred rings and buttons 
Package XIV 
Chnrrad ear-pendents 

Bundle 2 (cloand)
Charred gold mixed uith molten 
metal, iron ate.

Bundla 3 (clpaad)
Metal mostly base and dua^

Ayer*a lot
' 5 " pieces of gold, said to ba 300 grams.

These I.N.A. Iron safe No. 48
Treaeura are kept-'in 
s gray nteel-box, locoked and 
cov^TBd by a Diplomatic Bag, •
S>jBled with the Seal of the N.G.O. 
Section of the External Affairs 
Hinistry nt two pieces in tha 
presence of Shri 0.0. Qhatia

The contents of this page are to be treated under tho Official Secrets Acts, and
any pnrson divulging them uould ba punlabable under tha snma Act for reasons stated ebove.

.r.zS'Sii1
*•' v ,v. M ''<i V JV. •*'i f -  Xii-
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Jarnail
Joint Secretary to  
The Prime Minister
Tel: 301 5697

D.O. No. G,16(4)/2000-NG(

CULTURE.VIGYAN BHA A PAGE.

110011
Prime M in ister  s  O f f ic e  

N ew  D e lh i 110011

Date: 14.12.2000

/

Dear

Please refer to D.O. letter of even number dated 7.12.2000 from Ms. 
Archana Ranjan, Director in this Office, regarding declassification of classified 
papers which originated from the National Museum/Department of Culture, so 
that Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, appointed to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, could make use of those 
records in connection with the inquiry and to make the same public, etc. Now 
the Commission has fixed the next date of hearing at Calcutta on 22.12,2000. 
We would be expected to apprise the Commission of the position with regard to 
classified papers pertaining to the National Museum/Department of Culture. It 
would be possible to formulate our stand/views only if we know the final 
decision of the National Museum/Department of Culture, sufficiently in 
advance.

2. We sha ll be grateful if you could kindly look into the matter and have the 
views/comments regarding declassification of the National Museum papers, 
expedited.

Dr, R.V.V. Iyer,
Secretary,
Dept, of Culture,
Shastri Bhav an.
New Delhi.

KS

l
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TEL NO. 3022242 
FAX NO. 3022160

CHITRA CHOPRA 
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

^  fewft-110 011
M INISTRY OF TOURISM  & CULTURE  

DEPARTMENT O F CULTURE  
(CENTENARY CELL7COMMEMORATION BUREAU) 

GOVERNM ENT OF INDIA 
VIGYAN 8HAW AN ANNEXE  

NEW  DELHI-110 011
D.O. No. F.No. 13-38/2000-M.I. Dated 14th November, 2000

Dear

Please refer to the D.O. letter No. F.DGNM-2/2000 dated 22nd November 2000 
from the Director General, National Museum, regarding de-classification o f records in 
connection with the inquiry into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, being conducted by Justice Mukherjee Commission. As stated in the letter the 
correspondence as well as the sealed box seems to have emanated from the Ministry of 
External Affairs, if  so, a decision for declassification o f these papers would have to be 
taken by the Ministry' o f External Affairs.

Kindly confirm at the earliest, since the decision has to be conveyed to the 
Prime Minister’s Office.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(CHITRA CHOPRA)

Shri Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary

u’stry of External Affairs
y, NCJO South Block 
^  fNew Delhi
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Most Immediate

( \  i  r 3 Parliament Question

No. 25/4/lNGO-Vol.Vl/2000 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

Lok Sabha Unstarred Q uestion  No. : 4975
i

Due fo r answer on : 20 th D ecem ber, 2000
i ■

Tab led  by : Shri A m ar R oypradhan

IN Q U IR Y INTO  N E T A JI’S D ISAPPEAR AN C E

Draft rep ly is p laced  be low  a t F /A  fo r approval. The prin ted 
vers ion  o f the  question m ay be seen at F/B.

—  
(Jayan t P rasad) 

Jo in t Secretary(AtyflS & CNV)
D ecem ber 15, 2000

v

Foreign Secretary / 

MOS(AP)
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

LOKSABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 4975 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 2<T DECEMBER 2000

INQUIRY INTO NETAJI’S DISAPPEARANCE

SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN:

Will the Minister o f EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission has been 

constituted to go into the details o f circumstances leading to his 

disappearance;

(b) if so, whether the Commission has demanded a few files in this regard 

from his Ministry;

(c) if so, the number o f files demanded;

(d) whether these files have not been provided;

(e) if  so, the reasons therefor; and

(f) the time by which the files are likely to be provided?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA)

( a )  Yes, Sir.

(b), (c) &( d) The Commission asked the Ministry o f External Affairs for nine

files, which have since been provided .

(e )&(f) Do not arise.



ll% ? - :

» No. C/551/10/2000-JP 
Ministry of External Affairs 

(East Asia Division)

Requisition for File

The following fUe(s) is required for some urgent references. RM 
A c t io n  is requested to send this file(s) to us at the earliest.

p

1

SI no. File no. Subject
/j?'‘ *' '''■*■ --‘k’ - - \ ;** • . . .  .. .

1. C/551/5/72-JP M atters relating to Netaji Enquiry Commission 
(Vol. 1&2)

' if. :■ >/»
# •

(V’ijay Gokhale) 
Director(EA) 

8 December 2000

RM  Section. ME A



FROM : JMCI ' . FAX NO.
V  v ) . - < r s  , , / T i

6 ^ 3 , / ^ s . \& & M ( f V  , , / j ^  
091 033 216 2765

/
a7^-<rUSTICE MUKHERJEfe COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

\ 0  F o r 'in c k j ik y  in t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D i s a p p e a r a n c e  o p

"fy NETAJI S U B H A S  CllAINDRA BOSE. .

‘B ’ Block, (Third Floor) ' ■
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

Chairman —216-2835 
Secretary ~ 216-27Q7 

Officer on • • ■ \
Special Duty -  2 1 6 -2 7 6 5  
Office - 2 1 6 - 2 7 6 6 /6 8

liKiill.

No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings • 
{Follci? up)/4S ^Vol XS)/389

Calcutta, dated, the 6th 0e«*2QOO.

Frcsa t Shri P»K.S e n g u p t a ( R e t d ) *  .. Secretary ■ ; ' ' • ' . - ' •
t o  t  1 } Secretary* Ministry of Ppf^nce, 6 o v t • of India#. SCuth Block* New Delhi-1000Hi, '■. : s\ •. ... '

2 ) Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Shaven*' ■ . New Delhi-110004* ' • ;
3) Director General* National Archives, HinietlfY of Homan Resou&rca Development, tfonpath* Sew Delhi - 13,0001* . ■

I • • • -. .

• i/M d

W f r i m  ■

4* Joint Secretary (AcSmn* )R.& A.w. /  V'lT -7,;'.
fcikfinir. House* Annexe, Room l?o»7, Sahsajan ROad, •••' ■

. ' Ktew D e l h i  -  1 0 0 0 1 1 .  ; ,  ' ■ " \ > ' ' .  • : ‘ ■- ■

Si -Secret w f ' mnisfcry of Home A ffairs *.©Ovti» Of In d ia , ■north-Mock, New Delhi - 1X0001*; : ■ V
t>) Secretar/- P.»fs Secretariat# South Ulock, .... V,

. : ■' N©w D e l h i  -  l l C C O i #  ?■ -J ;'. V . * ' :  7 \ . ■

7} Secretary^ Hlru.c»try of External Aff^xa^GOvt.of India#
Sottth Block* N e w  Delhi — 11 0 0 0 1 * 1 ./ . ;.

) Secretary, Home Department, Govt, o f West ' ‘
W riters * B u ild in g s*  Calcutta** 70D.06i>. , •'

Sub* Strict compliance With th® order* directions contained in the proceedings dat0& 2 3ill*2000 reac
w ith  th e  p r o c ee d in g s  dated  
23*03*2000* 13.06*2000, 31*8.200C 

, and 28,09*2000 of f x o t l c m
M u^erjacQ Cram iesiop. o f^ I n q u lr y ,,

I am sending herewith a copy of th« proceedings dated 
f 7̂ * 23*11*2000 of the Ccmtisaion containing its order© and direct ions

£» «~»*A jp» rnimmjkjm X wljui*. ■ <m m -S- A* -***<*• V ■*- -’.-•'C, ' —w * 3 5 & % r  If ki&4k+ir . <7<oML V

Copies of tho proceedings dated 23*03*2000# 13#06,2000*
* ^ 3 1 * 0 8 * 2 0 0 0  a n d  2 8 * 0  9 . 2 0 0 0  o£ the Corruuicaion were sent to y

O f f i c e  e a r l i e r i

Pk 3
fi _

h r *

?7 U ^  . A  '•3 ^X 'r*--5. Q.Ks-C.Y'*-

1
DEC.’ 0? 2000 0i:̂ 7PM PJ
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J u s t i c e  M.K. M u k h e r j e e  C o m m iss io n  o f  in q u i r y

P roceed ings  d a te d 23.1.1.2000 (Fifth)
Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building Maliajati Sadan, ■ 

166, Chiitaranjan Avenue, t^Ywinta 700 007 ......... -

. A. Exa m in a tio n  o f  W itn esses  ■' . -

November 23 2000 1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri
. . M n in u y a 1 o 6 u y u p t a ,  s*i » i u h w , — i * . . t  ■: m  i .n r t  n n » » u ;

. Roy-and Shri Jayanta Roy are present, Shri Cuman Chattopadhyay, Shri

. Barun Sengupta, Sfiri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 

have been duly examined on oath as-‘witness N o s .'6, 7, 8, and 9 
■'. : ■. ■ ' respectively and then discharged,' Some documents have been admitted 

' into evidence and juaiked asjCxhibilq 6, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by Hie 
_ . . • G.'YV.B, Exhibits.7 to 7w on admission by tho C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission

• by C.W.8 and Exhibits 9 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection 
: ■ , by any^of the parties. The examination of Dr. Purabi Roy as C.W.10 is now

'•  ... ■ taken up. in her examination she testifies that the statements that she made 

. - . in her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct. Accordingly, the 

■ . • . affidavit fifed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot

■ ' .' ‘ be concluded as she intends to bring on record a number of documents for - 

' 4. which no'list is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Dr, ■
. , Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version .

» in English of those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidavit

■ . . ' that the translation has been done correctly, and jruly. To enable her to 

. . • ' comply with the above directions, her further examination is deferred till the

■ . .next hearing and she is asked to appear cn that date.. The suggestion of 

some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language be 

. translated by some other translator and not by Dr. Roy, as she figures as an

• . witness, will be considered if and when any genuine complaint is-made 
. ‘ sb3ut the authenticity of the.translation. Examination of Sri Jayanta Roy is

also deferred as.from the affidavit filed by Dr. Roy it appears that he is 

supposed to corroborate her testimony. - • ■
• 2. The other witness summoned, namely, Smt. Probha Jagannathan, is 

net present though summons was duly sen! by speedpost to her at her

. address as furnished to the Commission. -Let fresh summons be. servod
■ • . . . .’ . j ; •• . ' ’ . ‘

Cowd.« .p/2



asking her to appear on the next date ol hearing. Let summons be also 

served upon Sri Jayanta Roy io appear on thpt date. • .

. , ‘ . B. Further QRD&Rs7D .̂rCTiON9/OB$ERVATiQN5 : -
* * • . , *

• /  ’  '  ■ ■ ’ ■ '  • ■ ■

. 1. The prayer of Smt. Archana Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister's office,

seeking 15 days’ time to file a consolidated a/fidavit covering all the points

mentioned in the proceedings! the Commission from time to time is allowed.

The .above office is directed.to file the same by 10,12,2000 through an
. * ' ’ ‘ * 

officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary, f ' ■■ .

2  In spite of repeated directions,, no representative of, the Ministry of
.Home'Affairs has yet como to Identify • tho documents referred to in

paragraph 3(bj(iJ of the order dated .September 28, -2000 and prove their

authenticity. - • ■ • ' - v
• • . * ' ' • • • • ' ,. • •

3 .; ; The application filed by Shri Kamal Pandey, Secretary, Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Government of India claiming privilege under. Sections 123 

and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2) of the Constitution of India in 
respect of (he contents of the files mentioned in paragraph B(iiJ of the 

proceedings dated August 31, 2900 wili be taken up for hearing in the next 

sitting.1 . • ' • "  ’■

4. .. The.documents, mentioned in paragraph 3(b)(iii) o fthe  order dated
■ ■ . . . . . .  - | • • • %, . .
September 28, 2000 have,neither been produced ho t  any.explanation 

offered for such failure. . .. .

5. - Ths directions' contained in paragraph C(i) o f the order dated August 

31, 2000 have not been fully complied with, in that, the complete original 

records of the proceedings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee of Inquiry 

including the evidence recorded and  the documents produced before the 

said Committee have not yet been sent. However, four letters, one paper 

cutting, jbne printed copy of the report of the Committee, one partly torn copy 

of the statement of one Shri Mathura Malanga Tfievor, MLA bearing some 

initials and one full signature purported to be of Shri Thevor, some 
photographs of witnesses and 407 pages, typed but unauthen'joaied, 

purporting to contain statements c f some witnesses before the said 

Committee, eaf:t?r. - -

Contd...p /3
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fK  ■ The Ministry of External Affairs have since sen! photocopies of the following
files. . - ' . • ' '

■ 1, Fiie No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. J ' “
' 2. I File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. II (LW-KW) / '  . ' '

' 3. : Fils No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. lil (LW-Annx) -v-.- ■ •- • '
. 4 ,'-.' File No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. IV (LW-KWj) •; j '

' - -'.S. Fila No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. V (LW-KWJ, II & III) J  : .
J i  ■ - ■ 6. . File No. 25/13/NG O -52 (LW-KW) , ' . . ’

7. File No. 25/14/NGO-52 i ' '.

. 8,... ...File No. 25/15/NGO-52, . ... ,. . . .  '
9. File No. 25/16/NGO-53 '. '■ •-

6(i) On March 23, 2000 the Commission directed the Government of 

West Bengal to produce all the files relating to Netaii Subhas Chandra Bose

• ■ • which-were lying in the custody cf the Special Branch, Calcutta. Police

■ including file No, 259/45 relating to .‘Prisoner/Release -  Revised.Policy of 
. Government, for the release of Security. Prisoners’ .containing Memo, No; 5S

. ■ i?9/SR dated 31s! Auguot, 1045 from, the Cuiiuiilsijloner of Police, Calcutta to

- H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government .of Bengal. Express 

letter No. 1234 dated.25.8.1945 of Bengal Govornment and confidential note 

dated. 3.9.1945 of D.R. Haidmck, D.I.G., l.B. In purported compliance of the 

' above direction, the Government of West Bengal sent copies,of 64 files along .’ 

with' lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July .20, ,2000 through Shri 

. Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary to (he Government of west 

.. Bengal, Home (Political}. Department wherein it ;is,stated,... inter alia, as
fOllOWS : • ..... • . . . .  .

“8f That the Government of West Bengal caused a thorough search 

in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutta Police, Intelligence Branch, 

West Bengal and State Archives; that there is no-such file bearing No. 
269/45 regarding ‘Prisoner/Release-Revised Policy of Government for

the release of Security Prisoners" in the records’ of Calcutta Police;
. ,  . , ■ . • .

that File No.- 259/45 (Prisoners/Release-Revised Policy of 

Government for the release cf Security Prisoners) containing Memo. 

No. SS. 129/SB dated 31s* August, 1945 from the Commissioner of
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I ' ' ‘ .

Police, Calcul'a to H.S.E. Stevens, tho (hon Chief Secretary Govt, of
f • • ’ \ y  

Bengal, express letter No, 1234 dated 25,8,45 of Bengal Government • 

and Confidential note dated 3,9.45 of D.R, Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. also
do not figure In the Index Dock of the Intelligence Branch, West

• • . ‘ * i .
. k Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of. State • .

■ Archives relating io the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra • i i i
Bose and other papers connected thereto including- copy, of Bengal 

1 ' Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25,8.45 ■ ..

.; Copies of correspondences of Commissioner of. Police, Calcutta,. • 

Dy. Inspector Genera! of Police, Intelligence Branch, West Bengal, and 
... . Director o f Archives, Higher Education (State. Archives) DeptL in this 

connection are annexed herewith as Annexure "A" collectively."

; Thereafter, following further, direction of the. Commission, the 

Government .of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to
■ files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches .of Police. . On 

scrutiny of (tie said Index Books and the copies of files Sent, the Commission 

directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 

. files reference of which was in the Index-Books but not sent.to the 
, Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 

of West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No.'. 

269/45 which contained memos and.Note referred to hereinbefore.

[  From the above resums of facts, it is manifest that the earlier quoted

. statements made by Shri Aloknath Bhaltacharyya, in his affidavit filed on July

29, 2000.are not at all corrcct. Since,'however, Shri Bhattacharyya claims in 
' ; \  ‘ i ’ . .' - ‘ 
his . above affidavit that those averments-were made on the basis-of
information received from Shri D.C. Bajpai, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta,

and Shri A.K. Sen, Deputy Inspector General of Poiice,.I.B ., West Bengal

and has, in support thereof, annexed as part of his affidavit the copies of

written commu/iications from them in this, respect, it is patently clear that the

above two/responsible senior Police Officers furnished wrong information for

onward communication to this Commission. Tho Commission thefefore cat’s

for Hi3 explanation of the above two Poiice Officers for furnishing such wrong
: j '  " ■ 

information, by the next date of hearing. ■ ' r  '

C o at<U p /5



7. Since the observations made by the Commission in Paragraph (e) of 
its proceedings dated 28,9.2000 have not been given due importance and 

priority they deserve, the Commission takes sericus view of-the'matter and 

feels that time Is now ripe to consider the'question of invoking the. powers 
under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1.952 
for recurring non-compliance with the orders/directions of the Commission. 

In this connection,-the attention of the authorities concerned.is once more- 
drawn to orders dated June 13, 2000, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of tho 
proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 

various letters sent pursuant to the orders of the Commission.
■ (o ,  _ ■

(I\1K . M u k iiw jec) ■. . .
Chairman.
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Q i t ,  / J )

ParliamentT)uestion

( " V
No.25/4/NGO-Vol. VI/2000 

M inistry of External Affairs 
CNV Division

Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. : 597

Due for answer on : 22 November 2000

Tabled by : Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi

Document on Netaji

Draft reply is placed below at F/A for approval. The printed version of 
the question may be seen at F/B. The newspaper clipping on which the question 
appears to be based is at F/C and a factual note provided by EE Division may be 
seen at F/D.

AS£AD)

Foreigp-Secretary

MOS(AP)

n

Jatfajnt Prasad 
Joint Secretly  (CNV) 

November 17, 2000
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LO K  SABH A  

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 
N O V E M B E R , 2000

Document on Netaji

597. SHRI PRIY A  RA N /A N  
DASMUNSI:

Will the Minister of EXTERN A L 
AFFAIRS

be pleased to state:
(a) whether the Government arc 

aware of any recently published 
document that relates to the 
possibility of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) w hether the G overnment have

\ __ __ ii, -  -  ____
ordered an enquiry to look into the 
authenticity o f the document; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof?

t

1

I



Soviet papers add to Bose mystery
Sodhi Ranjan Son
New OelW, October 26

Researchers find evidence Netaji was alive till at least 1946

iemtrgt
vaults to indicate that Subhash Qtandra 
Bose * u  very much alive till» tleast 1946 - 
«nd ih»t he did not die in the 1945 plane 
crash u  had been given out, m d later 
endorsed by the two Govenuntm of India 
appointed inquiry cfltnmtisiOM. So, the Bose 
mystery deepens.

I The new findings ate based oo declassified 
documents in the Russian military archives in 
Paddotsk, and from the British archives. 
They weic discovered by th tte  researchers— 

Purobi Ray, Kari Vajudeva# and Shoba/ila! 
Dutui Cupta—working on the history of _ comifMiU movement in India.

" Adfling to  the mystery a rj the calls from 
cimdcMi/icd persons taiinq the researchers 
to suspend aft further inquiries nod end the

g o v e r n m e n t - f u n d e d  
research. WoiV on the pro
ject stopped shortly, around 
middle c £ this year.

W hen contacted, Purabi 
Ray, who headed the 
research, flatly (aid, “I would 
like to first debate before the 
the Mukhsrjee commission 
(the third inquiry panel so 
far), then give out the 
details."

The Russian archives yield
ed two precious documents. 
O ne was abcut a discussion 
Joseph Stalia had with his 
defence minister Voroschiiov 
and foreign affairs minister 
MoSotov in 1946, The other 
wns a report filed by a Soviet Illustration;
field agent Wdtioncd in India, also in 1946

The first document quotes 
Statin and others discussing 
pitas for the communist 
movement in India vrs-i-vn 
Bote. And records available 
in British archives (under the 
'dcdMiificailon after 30 
■/etn' rule) show that on 
August 17, 1945, (the plan; 
:m h was reported the next 
day), Bose had expressed a 
keen desire to reach Soviet 
Uaion to continue the strag
gle sfainst the British.

Yet another British archive 
document states that the 
entire theory of the plane 
crash, in Tkthuku (Japan). 

» „ . . w» “pre-planned and con- 
A'Y8 Prahara> trivc<i. Subsequently, a 
Japanese newspaper—as late as December

20 .1943—reported that Bote was on his way 
to the Soviet Union tnd passed through
"Rilcyo,

JusX a few days before Stalin and his OOK 
leagues discussed Bose, a Soviet agent 
named V  C  SayadyanU (based in M un»u) 
reported home that *fae Soviet Union can* 
not possibly work w ih either Nehru or 
Gandhi," and that tht Communist move
ment in India “is in » disarray/ Now. the 
crucial bit: "Bose is the only hope for Soviet 
Russia," he concluded in his report.

Further, the two death report*—one from 
MI2 (a wing of British military intelligence) 
and the orbei from tie  British embassy in 
Japan, which lent credence to  the slaty that 
Bose had died o f  severe bums in the plane 
crash—have major discrepancies.

While the British embassy report daitmd 
to have dearly identified Bose's body, the 
M!2 report was “not sure" *

*1 h j  OX/ ^ r r o '



Most Immediate
No£ ^ 8 I/J S (E E )/2 0 0 0

M inistry o f External Affairs 
(Europe East D ivision)

Reference Lok Sabha Unstarred Q uestion No. 597 regarding "Docum ent on 
Netaji” . Inputs fo r reply are given below:

1. The Question seem s to have been raised on a report appearing in "The 
Hindustan T im es" o f O ctober 29, 2000.

ii. A ttem pts have been made at the officia l level to find out from  the Russian 
Governm ent w hether there were docum ents pertaining to Netaji available w ith them . 
In response we were inform ed by the Russian M inistry o f Foreign A ffa irs on January
8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
inform ation w hatsoever is available on the  stay of form er President o f the  Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and 
in subsequent years". Thereafter, on Septem ber 27, 1995, the M in istry o f Foreign 
A ffa irs o f the Russian Federation inform ed that “as a result o f the investigations 
carried out at the Central A rchival Collection o f the Federal Security Service o f 
Russia and the Russian Centre fo r Retention and Perusal o f docum ents on Modern 
History, no information w hatsoever has com e to light on the stay o f Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory o f the fo rm er USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
years” . The State Archive Service o f the Russian Federation inform ed on A ugust 4, 
1997 tha t “the Centre fo r Preservation o f H istorical Docum ental Collection does not 
have any inform ation on Subhash Chandra Bose” .

iii. The C hie f o f Central A rchives o f the M inistry o f Defence o f the Russian 
Federation in response to a query from  one Shri L. Joychandra Singh o f (mphal had 
vide letter No.22672 dated O ctober 15, 1996, m entioned that "there are no records 
with the Central Archives o f the M inistry o f Defence o f the Russian Federation about 
the  catastrophe in August 1945 and death o f C om m ander-in-C hief o f the Indian 
National A rm y Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose". The D irectorate of Foreign Relations, 
M inistry o f Defence o f the Russian Federation had on March 20, 1997 forwarded a 
copy o f the O ctober 15, 1996 correspondence and further pointed out tha t "there is 
no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra Bose besides the inform ation 
conveyed vide le tter No.22672".

2. Joint Secretary(CNV) m ay like to use the above inputs along w ith o ther 
m ateria l he will be using while preparing the  draft reply to the Parliam ent Question.

Novem ber 17, 2000
Joint Secretary(CNV)
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LOK SABHA 
22 - 1 1 -2 0 0 0

MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(Parliament Section)

* * * *

The list of finally admitted questions for the Lok Sabha to be answered 
on 22-11-2000 is enclosed herewith.
2. The draft answers to Starred Questions in triplicate, typed in double 
space and Unstarred Questions in triplicate, typed in single space may be submitted 
directly to MOS/EAM after being approved by the concerned Secretary, by today itself.
3. Starred Question may be put up in red file cover and Unstarred questions 
in blue file cover.
4. It may be added that every question alongwith its annexure, if any, has to 
be translated in Hindi in a very short time, usually in a few hours. Therefore, when 
the answer is lengthy, probably due to annexure(s) which may run into 50/60 pages, 
Hindi section and Parliament section should be alerted in advance without waiting for 
the final approval, so that the translation of annexures, which normally remain 
unchanged, can be started immediately.

5 .____________ In addition to the typed version of the Questions and Answers, the floppy
containing the entire text with enclosures, if any, (but NOT material for
Supplementaries etc.,) should also be put up with the file to enable the Parliament
Section to transmit the Questions and Answers to Raiya Sabha/Lok Sabha Secretariat
by E-mail after these have been answered in Parliament. it may be noted that for each
question there should be a separate floppy. More than one question should not be
combined in one floppy. Question number and the name of the House should be mentioned
on the floppy.
6. While putting up the Question/Answer, text of the Question part in the 
printed version may be closely compared since it could be slightly different from that 
of the advance notice received earlier. The File number of the Section/Division may 
also be indicated to facilitate future reference.
7. The following points may be noted while putting up draft answers

(a) Paragraphs may be numbered of any Statement to be laid on the 
Table of the House. -

(b) Paragraphs may also be numbered of Note for Supplementaries.
(c) In presenting draft answers to Starred Questions, sets in 

triplicate may be made consisting of:
{i > Question/Answer
(ii) Statement (if any)
(iii) Note for Supplementaries
(iv) Anticipated Questions s their Answers

8. Note for supplementaries and anticipated questions and answers are read 
by Ministers and other officers while answering questions. Therefore they should be 
prepared with utmost care before forwarding to the Parliament Section.
9. In case of Starred Questions, it may be ensured that 12 copies of Note 
for Supplementaries and anticipated Questions and Answers reach Parliament Section by 
1100 hrs. on 20-11-2000 for timely preparation of brief folders for MOS/EAM 
Secretaries and other Officers.

SECTION
1 7 - 1 1 - 2 0 0 0

DISTRIBUTION AS PER ENCLOSED LIST
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THE LIST OF FINALLY ADMITTED QUESTIONS FOR LOK SABHA TO BE
ANSWERED ON 22-11-2000 

STARRED QUESTIONS

SI. 
No.

Adv.
No.

Final
No.

Priority
No.

Subject Section
Division

Head of 
Division

01. 1322 41 I Indo US Joint 
Working Group 
on Terrorism

AMS JS (AMS)

02. 1365 51 XI India's 
candidature for 

Security 
Council

UNP JS (UNP)

03. 1392 56 XVI Indo-Iraq Ties GD JS (GD)

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

SI. 
No.

Adv. 
No.

Final
No.

Subj ect Section/
Division

Head of 
Division

01. 268 4 62 Construction of indo- 
Iranian gas Pipe Line

I PA JS(IPA)

02. 351
OIH

470 Foreign tours by Ministers Coord JS (COORD)

03. 491
OIH

475 Indo-Bangladesh Ties BSM Dir(BSM)

04 1528 493 Visit of Japanese PM EA JS (EA)
05. 1588

OIH
499 Prisoners of War I PA JS (I PA)

06. 1594 500 Extradition of Mr. Anderson CPV JS(CPV)
07. 1684

OIH
512 Indo-Russia Joint Working 

Group on Terrorism
EE JS(EE)

08 1810 533 Calling back Indian Envoy CNV JS(CNV)
09. 1853

OIH
539 SCs, STs, OBCs, Ambassadors Admn JS(AD)

10. 1962 551 Return of Russian Valuables EE JS(EE)
11. 2717 557 Indo-EU Ties EW j s (Ew;
12. 270 570 Indian resolutions on 

nuclear weapons
DISA JS(DISA> 

•

13. 323
OIH

575 Expenditure on officials GD JS(GD)

14. 1335 584 Attack on family members of 
Indian staff in Pak

I PA JS(IPA)

15. 1460 597 Document on Netaji EE JS(EE)



16. 1556 609 Establishment of Government 
in Afghanistan

I PA ----------------------—---------- -----------------------------JS(It.T)

17. 1600 611 Indo-UK Ties EW xfs (EW)
18. 1798 628 Recuritments in Indian 

Missions
Admn JS (AD)

19. 27-20
OIH

638 Passport Advisory Committee CPV JS(CPV)

20. 2720 645 Permission to Indian 
Scientists

AMS JS(AMS)

21. 1709 660 Indo-Saudi Arabia Ties GD JS(GDI
22. 1390 661 Mediation of India in West 

Asia Problem
Wana JS (WAN??)

23. 1471 667 Postponement of SAARC 
Summit

SAARC JS(SAARC)

24. 1603 672 Relations with Arabian 
countries

GD JS(GD)

25. 1765 675 Ties with Indian Ocean Rim 
Countries

ED&MER JS(ED&MER)

1. Dir to EAM
2. Dir to MOS(AP)
3. US to MOS(KR)
4 . Dir (FSO)
5. Secretary(ER)/Secretary(East)/Secretary(West)
6 . DEAN(FSI)
7. AS(NRI&PV)/AS(AD)/AS(UN)/AS(BSM)/AS(FA)
8. JS(Coord) and Head of concerned Divisions
9. DS(Hindi)
10. □S(Parliament)
11. Hindi/XPR/XPP
12. Question Branch, Lok Sabha Secretariat

* l s . f l i s t
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A JIT KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity o f 
the document; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A JIT  KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service o f Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modern History, no information has come to light 
on the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukhetjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



© y
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
LOK SABHA 

UN STARRED QUESTION NO. 597 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A J IT  KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service o f Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” fhis matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 o f the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597, Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE M INISTER OF STATE FO R EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A JIT  KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ o f October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

H  LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000 

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi ;

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ o f October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings o f the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f  India under Section 3 o f the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware o f any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A JIT KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service o f Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4,1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings o f the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 o f the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware of any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity of 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS

THE M INISTER OF STATE FO R EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI A JIT  KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ of October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context of the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information has come to light 
on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course of the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukheijee Commission of 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government of India under Section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.
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Lok Sabha 
Unstarred Question No. 597 

To be answered on 22 November 2000

Document on Netaji

j& h 'u c  Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi

Will the Minister o f External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware o f  any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity o f 
the document; and

(d) if so, the details thereof’

ANSWERS

The M inistebofState for External Affairs 
(Shri Ajit Kutwar Panja)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ o f October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context o f the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that '‘as a result o f  the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service o f Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal o f documents on M odern History, no information has come to light 
on the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f the former U S S R  
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation o f 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course o f the ongoing hearings of the Justice Mukherjee Commission o f 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f  India under Section 3 o f the Commissions o f 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 597 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 22nd NOVEMBER 2000

DOCUMENT ON NETAJI

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi :

Will the Minister o f External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware o f any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity o f 
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS 

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUMAR PANJA)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ o f  October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context o f the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs o f the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f  the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service o f  Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal o f documents on M odem  History, no information has come to light 
on the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f  the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f  the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation o f 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course o f the ongoing hearings o f the Justice Mukherjee Commission o f 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f India under Section 3 o f the Commissions o f 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



Unstarred Question No: 597

Lok Sabha 
Unstarred Question No. 597 

To be answered on 22 November 2000

Document on Netaji

597. Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi

Will the M inister o f External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the government are aware o f  any recently published document that relates 
to the possibility o f  Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose being alive;

(b) if  so, the details thereof;

(c) whether the government have ordered an inquiry to look into the authenticity o f  
the document; and

(d) if  so, the details thereof?

ANSWERS

The Minister o f State for External Affairs 
(Shri Ajit Kumar Panja)

(a) & (b) Government have seen the press report that appeared in the ‘Hindustan 
Times’ o f October 29, 2000 captioned “Soviet papers add to Bose 
mystery.”

(c) & (d) While no specific inquiry has been ordered in the context o f  the press 
report, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji 
available with them. The Ministry o f Foreign Affairs o f  the Russian 
Federation conveyed on September 27, 1995 that “as a result o f  the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f  the Federal 
Security Service o f Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal o f documents on M odern History, no information has come to light 
on the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years.” The State Archive Service o f  the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation o f 
Historical Documental Collection does not have any information on 
Subhash Chandra Bose.” This matter is likely to receive further attention in 
the course o f the ongoing hearings o f the Justice Mukherjee Commission o f 
Inquiry into the alleged disappearance o f  Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
appointed by Government o f  India under Section 3 o f the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952.



~ '& 0  - , ^
'v ~  1 v )

FAX N O . : 091 033 216 2765 DEC. 67 2000 12:51FM PIme i
]o \lo )\y P v 4

l i X
justice Mukherjee Commission o f  Inquiry I b m a s

f:O R lN Q U IR Y lN TO TH E  A U E G E O D lS A P P E A R A N C ttO F  Chairman -2 1 6 -2 8 3 5

N ETA JI SUBIIAS CliANDRA BOSE. Sxretory -  215-2757
Block, (Third floor) s!Ll*«lD»iy - 2»>-2?65 _

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 0S7 office -• 216.27&S/60

No JTvlCI Heet42jg**Proc'3^<3i.tig£; Calcutta, dated, the § th  Dec* 20 00 .
$  (FoIlOV u p )/48  <Vol IX J/338

Frora i Shri P.X,S(3iwjxipta4WBHJ& (Retd).
S e c re ta ry

retasry*  M i.niat.ry o f D efence .Govt* of In d ia #  
h B lo c k , New D e lh i-1 0 0 0 IX .

;ret*ury, Cabinet S ecre ta r ia t, Rashtrapeti Shavan, 
a* D e lh i- 110004.

4 } Direct,or G eneral, national Archives, M inistry Vim -., ' 
Resource Development, tfanpath , New Delhi ** 110001,

. 4 ) J o in t S e c r e t  ary { Adrar.» )R.&  A. W.
1/ S ik erdr H ouse, Annexe, Boons $ 0 * 7 , Saha j an Road,

D elh i -  iOQOll.

F / 5

yVr^T v ’5V ‘ ?ta«r» s*-M‘a s e c r e ta r ia t*  South Slock*
^  .  . c o o l .

5> Secret nify • Mlnist.tfy o f Hrme A ffairs# OOv%. of India,
S?orth B lo ck , Nev D e lh i, i  10031..

CO

v w ^ V P  ?) S e c r e t * ) : ? . f c  .> y  o'i. E x t e r n  ■'•I A f f a i r s *  0 o v t » o f  I  
W  v S o u tn  B!l'•?'■*» Me1 a l h i  -  1 1 0 0 0 1 *

\  \  k vit̂  Secret a.' ^  Horn- Department» Ckwt , Seat Seagal,

n W rit e r s  * ftuj. 1 d t rug s < C-hI  c u t t  a-” '<0 000 1 .

\]JN

S v a i S t r ic t .  cow-- !U s «  w ith  e orders, 
d trfcc tio f; -lined  i n  the

’ p roceed? 23 ,1 5 .2 0 0 0  rearf 
, ^  w ith  th% . ngs *5d
L, Cv , rt>  ' 23 .03 .2  '0, . 0 .2000, S i .S .20 0

r \ j p  ' and  2 6 .OS.2000 o f J ust. c®
O r  I K .uk ije rj ee Cornel g&lpE. « J „ inct'g i |

s i r .
r  n . I  «© sending h erew ith  a copy o f  th e  ps ‘c<?edinc3 dated.

' 2 3 .11 .2000  o f  th e  C o f.ta is a io n  c o n ta in in g  j t s  Ar«ler»_j*r*rt 6 lr * r * . i  n r . •
f o r  y o u r  p e ru s a l «md c o m p lia n c e  th e r e o f  as d i r e c te d  by th e  C'ocsrnt*'*

4 - Ca;>.5.» z o f  t h s  33 *-0? 300? ‘ $vCS.iSO^
7̂ 1 3 1 , 0 8 . 7 0 0 c  a n d  2 3 > 0 9 , 2 0 0 0  o f  t h e ^ C o j n r a i s s i o n

- ‘‘ C S

r ’" r u ^  0 . '^  & & * * --

1  .

f
■; t  ip » -  

t %ry

/



f
FPOM : j|.)r i FhX NO, : 091 033 216 2?6C DEC. 0? 2000 i;

November 23 2000

J u s t i c e  1VI.K.  I V I u k h e r j e ’c  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y

Proceedings dated 2 3 .1 1 .2 0 0 0  (Fifth)
Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sad an,

166, Chinaranjas) Avenue, Calcutta 7001'07

A. Fxa.vhnation : o f  W i tn e s s e s

1. Of the witnesses summoned, Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 

Anindya Sengupta, Shri Barur. Sengupta, Shri Pabitra Ghosh, Or. Purabi

Roy and Shri Jayanta Roy are present. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Shri 

Barun Sengupta, Shri Anindya Sengupta and Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh 

have been duly examined or. oath as witness Nos. 6, 7, 8, and S 

respectively and then discharged. Some  documents have been admitiec 

into eudence and marked as Exhibits C, 6a and 6a/1 on admission by the 

C.-W .6, Exhibits 7 to 7w on admission by the C.W.7, Exhibit 8 on admission 

by C.VV.8 and Exhibits 3 to 9m on admission by C.W.9, without any objection 

•by any,of the parties. The examination of Dr. Purabi Roy as C.W.10 is now 

taken up. in her examination she testifies that the statements that she made 

in her affidavit filed before the Commission are correct. Accordingly, the 

affidavit filed by her is marked Exhibit 10. However, her examination cannot 

be concluded as she intends to bring on record a number of documents for 

which no’list is forthcoming and many of which are in Russian language. Or. 

Roy is, therefore, asked to file a list of documents and the translated version 

in English of those written in Russian language, with a supporting affidavit 

that the translation has been dene correctly and truly. To enable her to

tions, her further examination is deferred lilt me 

;ed to appear on that date. The suggestion of 

some of the parties present that the documents in Russian language be 

‘  !har ♦fans]»tor and not by Or. Roy, 25 she figures as ar 

red if an : when any genuine ccmpiain! is mass 

Examination of Sri Jayanta Roy is

iff'Aau"' fii*') ;v ' f ir  Rnv •} pnopa*? thS* hS »•*Ci-i v* i * 4 fc-'l ■ f \v  ' * * C* w • w- . u  , < > w ’

i-> »‘V'i \ >1 ? i V“t  ̂̂  t i n’ffl/'iiio c-i/v'Vw yiJvu

nex: nssnno 3nd sho .

authenticity of the translation

CUf; ODv' Siv

nrc,-£n •? I***»•:•'**h Cl

aadress ss furn summons ne sc
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asking her to appear on the next date of hearing. Let summons be also 

servec upon Sri Jayanta Roy to appear on that date.

B. F u r t h e r  O r d e r s /D ir e c t io n s /O b s e r v a t io n s

j 1
1. The prayer of Smt. Archaoa Ranjan, Director, Prime Minister's office,

seeking 15 days’ time to file a consolidated affidavit covering all the points 

mentioned in the proceedings? the Commission from time to time is allowed 

The above office is directed to file the same by 10.12.2000 through an 

officer not below the rank of a Joint Secretary.,

2. In spite of repeated directions, no representative of the Ministry cf 

Home Affairs has yet come to identify the documents referred to in. 

paragraph 3(b)(i) of the order dated September 28, 2000 and prove their 

authenticity. .
«

The application filed by Shri Kama! Pandey, Secretary, Ministry cf 

Home Affairs, Government of India claiming privilege . Sections 123 

JjSpI and 124 of the Evidence Act and Article 74(2} of the w *.:: . - .  :: India in

respect of (he contents of the files mentioned in paragraph ? the 

proceedings dated August 31, 2000 will be taken up for hearing in tne next 

sitting.

4. The documents mentioned in paragraph 3{b)(iii) o? the order csled 

September 28, 2000 have.neither been produced nor any explanation 

offered for such failure.

5. The directions contained in paragraph C(i) of the order dated August 

31, 20CQ have not been fully complied with, in that the complete cr<c;~a~ 

'eccrds of the proceedings of ihs Shah Mawaz Khan Committee of m y ?

■t

the ev'dencr ^corded and the documents produced

Committee have not yet been sent. However, four Setter, v>

cutting, .One printed copy of the report cf the Committee, one part.; 

of the statement of one Shr: K W *  ra Walangs Thevor. M IA  re; 

initials and one fu'' S'onat..r- v ts c  to h-i of Srx- i • ••

purporting to •- •1o: - statements urne witnesses t  '

52PM P



The Ministry of External Affairs have since sent photocopies of the following 

files.
1. File No. 25/4/NGO ~ Vol.!

2. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. II (LW-KW)

3. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. ill (LW-Annx) ,

4. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. iV (LW-KW.ij
5. File No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol. V (LW-KW I, II & HI)

6. File No. 25/13/NGO — 52 (I Vv'-KW)
7. F la No. 25/14/NGO — 52

8. . File No. 25/15/NGO -  52

S. File No. 25/16/NGQ -  53

6(1) On March 23, 20CG the Commission directed the Government of 

West Bengal to produce aii the files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

which were lying in. the custody of the Special Branch, Calcutta Poiice 

including file No. 269/45 relating to ‘Prisoner/Release -  Revised Policy of 

Government, for the release of Security Prisoners' containing Memo. No. SS 

129/SB dated 31st August, 1945 from the Commissioner of Poiice, Calcutta to 

H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Government, of Bengal, Express 

letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.1945 of Bengal Government and confidential note 

dated 3.9.1945 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. In purported compliance of the 

above direction, the Government of West Bengal sent copies .of 64 files along 

with lists thereof and also filed an affidavit dated July 28, 2000 through Shri 

Aloknath Bhattacharvya. Special Secretary to the Government of west 

Bengal, Home (Political) Department wherein it .is .stated, inter alia, as 

follows; .

‘81 That tha Government of West Bengal caused a thorough search 

in the offices of Special Branch, Calcutta Poiice, intelligence Branch, 

West Bengal and State Archives; that there is no such file bearing No. 

269/45 regarding "Prisoner/Release Revised Policy of G c v e rm & t i h r  

r e  release of Security Prisoners' in the records of Calcutta Poiioe; 

":<[ File No. 269/45 (Prisoners/Release-Revised Policy of 

jcvsmmer.t f r  the release of Security Prisoners) containing Memo. 

No. SS.129/SE dated 31st August, 1945 fro.1 fife Com?ri;so*ur,«r of

COMiS. -PM



Fojico, Calcutta to H.S.E. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary Govt, of 

Bengal, express letter No. 1234 dated 25.0.45 of Bengal Government 

and Confidential note dated 3.9.45 of D.R. Hardwick, D.I.G., I.B. also 

do not figure in the Index Book of the Intelligence Branch, West 

Bengal; that there is no record preserved in the custody of State 

Archives relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhgs Chandra 

Bose and other papers connected thereto including copy of Bengal 

Government's express letter No. 1234 dated 25.8.45

Copies of correspondences of Commissioner cf Police, Calcutta,

Dy. Inspector General of Police, intelligence Branch, West Bengal and 

Director of Archives, Higher Education (State Archives) Deptt. in this 

connection are annexed herewith as Annexure “'A" collectively."

Thereafter, following further direction of the Commission, the 

Government of West Bengal produced the original Index Books relating to 

files maintained by the Special and Intelligent Branches of Police. On 

scrutiny of the said Index Books and the copies of files sent, the Commission 

directed the Government of West Bengal to produce copies of some more 

files reference c f which was in the Index Books but not sent tc the 
Commission earlier. In compliance with the above direction, the Government 

cf West Bengal sent copies of 13 (thirteen) more files including File No.

269/45 which contained memos and Note referred to hereinbefore.

6(ii) From the above resume of facts, it is manifest that the earlier quoieb 

statements made by Shri A Y 'r a ih  Bhattacharyya, in his affidavit filed on July 

28, 2000 are not at ai! correct. Smce; however, Snr; Bhattacharyya claims in 

his above affidavit that these averments were made on the basis of 

information received from Shri 0  0 Bajpai, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 

nd Shri A.K. Sen, Deputy h - -'ter Genera* of Police, I.B. West Sanaa- 

and has, in support thereof, annexed as part of his affidavit the copies of 

written communications from them in this respect, it is patently dear r a t  the 

above two/responsive senior Poi;ce Officers furnished wrong infer m&or, *;r 

onward corr munication to tins Comm:ssion The Commission therefore catis 

for the explanation of the above two Police Officers f furnishing such no 

information, by the next dr.:? of hearing.

, ' C ofli'i. p /5
. . . .... „ , .. i - ■"••• ......nmiM'fi-- - . - A  , .amffitv.*.. i ‘i 'niHnWjirr'IMfcâ  m .
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7. Since the observations made by the Commission in ParaGraph (e) of 

its proceedings dated 28.9.2000 have not been given due importance and 

priority they deserve, the Commission takes serious view of the matter and 

feels that time is now ripe to consider the question of invoking the powers 

under the provisions of section 5(4) of the Commission of inquiry Act, 1952 

for recurring non-compliance with the orders/directions of the Commission, 

in this connection, the attention of the authorities concerned is once more 

drawn to oraers dated June 13, 2000, as quoted in paragraph 3(e) of the 

proceedings dated September 28, 2000 as also those communicated through 

various letters sen", pursuant to the orders of the Commission,

-M r



No: 25/4/NGO -  Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EA Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action.

This may kindly be accorded top priority.

(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(fe*iv & AMS) 

December 6, 2000

Joint Secreta
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List o f  tiles regarding Neta ji Subhash C handra Bose

SI. no. File no.

Nil

2. *  C  125 17 78-JP

J

J

Nil

*  Nil

& N i l - 1 9 5 6

Subject

1956 -  Report from the Japanese Govt.^ • , 
Netaji Inquiry Committee ' «■•*' ;

Rajya Sabha Starred Qn. 460 D Answered 
on 21 .12 .78  reg. Ashes o f  Netaji Subhash 
Chandra B o s e ^

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Inquir> 
Committee - Official correspondence with 
Embassy o f  Indiain Japan and the Japanese 
Foreign O ffic^X

Guard tile on Netaji Subhash B o se -^  

Report o f  the Shah Nawaz Committee

PS/56 NEC (14) Netaji Inquiry Committee S  

 ̂ C 551 1 66-JP Inquiry about Netaji Subhash Chandra B o se^  

56 Netaji Inquiry Committee Report Part B 
[Evidence o f  W itnesses] 1956 /

o C/125/4 65-JP Lok Sabha Starred Qn. 623 fojr 29.3.65  
Netaji being alive in Siberar-y

. C 551 4 69-JPx Misc. references regarding Netaji Subhash 
(_Wl } J  Chandra Bose

Jii. <° C 551 6/69-JP Inquiry into the reported escape o f  Netaji
Subhash Qlandra Bose from Singapore as 
appeared in '‘Jugantar" Calcutta on March
4. \ 9 6 < /

w  «*-> A<rJ[ K *

4 ^
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C 551 5 75-JP

C 551 13 81 -.TP 
(Vol. I)

C 551 13 81 -JP 
(Vol. II)

C 125 1 83-JP

C/103 4 83-JP

C 551 2/74-JP

C 125 7 90-JP

Memorial Service in the memory of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose held on Aug. 18.
1975 - Participate by our CDA in Tokyo*'*''

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose (Bringing o f  
his ashes from Japan to India

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose (Bringing o f  
his ashes from Japan to India ^

Lok Sabha Unstarred Qn. Dy. no. 1817 for 
24.2 .83 regarding setting up o f  commission 
with Japan to record the history o f  S.C. 
Bose and

Azad Hind Fauj Association - Celebration 
o f  the 87th Birthday o f  Netaji S.C. B os^-

Matters relating to Netaji Inquiry 
C om m ission-^

Rajva Sabha Provision Starred Qn. D \ . no. 
6339 reg. bringing the ashes o f  Subhash 
Chandra Bose from Japan for answer on 
4.9 .90  /

C 551 7 92-JP I K Documents from the Russians on Netaji *s
disappearance^



No: 25/4/NGO -  Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

C O r ^ J D ^ ^ L

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EA Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action.

This may kindly be accorded top priority.

(Jayartt Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 

December 6, 2000

V

Joint Secretarv(EA)

i
Y

- m



No: 25/4/NGO -  Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

C O N F ^ ^ k l A L

Justice MukHerjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EW Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action.

This may kindly be accorded top priority.

Joint Secretarv(EW)

Q W aj----------
(Jayarit Prasad) 

Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 
December 6, 2000

\
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No: 25/4/NGO -  Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

CNV Division

C O N F ^ f t l A L

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has asked us to send them 
photocopy of all the files related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in this Ministry. 
In view of this EE Division is requested to send us all their files on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose to enable us to take further necessary action.

This may kindly be accorded top priority.

(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV & AMS) 

December 6, 2000

Joint Secretarv(EE)
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DR SUKUMARSARKAR 
Director (^onf’ ral o f  AccIhvrs 
Govt of India 
Tele No 3383436 
Fax 0091-1 1-338-1127

S  ' \  3. - Ky 
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^  Tin ooT
NAI IONA I ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
JANPATH NEW D E LH I-110 001

c*..... - 5  DEC 2000

D « U .F .N o .2 5 - 2 ( 9 ) /2 0 0 0 .C C .

Dear  3 h r i  S e n g u p t a ,

K ind ly  r e f e r  t o  y our  l e t t e r  no.JMCI/DOC/FGR/99-2000/ 
5 6 / 3 1 0 ,  d a t e d  1 .1 1 .2 0 0 0 ,  a d d r e s s e d  to  S h . J a y a n t  P r a s a d ,
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  of  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  copy e n d o r se d  
t o  N a t io n a l  A rch iv es  of I n d i a ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p ro p o se d  v i s i t  
by a team of o f f i c i a l s  t o  th e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y ,  London to  
examine r e c o r d s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  N e t a j i .

In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I  would r e q u e s t  you to  k i n d l y  
a d v i s e  us  a b o u t  t h e  views of t h e  Commission i n  r e s p e c t  of the  
l i k e l y  d a t e s  of v i s i t  so  t h a t  we may be a b l e  to  seek  a d m i n i s t 
r a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  of o u r  p a r e n t  M i n i s t r y  of Tourism & C u l t u r e  
f o r  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n  of N a t i o n a l  A r c h iv e s  o f f i c i a l .  You a r e  
a l s o  r e q u e s t e d  to  t a k e  up t h e  m a t t e r  f o r  d e p u t a t i o n  of o t h e r  
O f f i c i a l s  from the  Commission and o t h e r  I n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  th e  t r a v e l  and o t h e r  e x p e n s e s .  N a t i o n a l  
A r c h iv e s  has  a l r e a d y  o f f e r e d  to  m ee t  the  c o s t  of m i c r o f i l m  
c o p i e s  of th e  s l e e t e d  documents  f rom B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y ,  London 
a f t e r  o b t a i n i n g  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e  s a n c t i o n  from Depar tm en t  
of C u l t u r e ,  Government of  I n d i a .

An e a r l y  r e p l y  i s  s o l i c i t e d  p l e a s e ,  to  e n a b le  us 
t o  p ro c e e d  f u r t h e r .

With r e g a r d s ,
Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

S 4/—  
( S « S a r k a r )

S h r i  P .K . S e n g u p ta ,
S e c r e  t a r y ,

/ f  J u s t i c e  M u k h e rje e  C o m m iss io n  o f  I n q u i r y ,
' B ' B lo c k ,  

r r T h i r d  F l o o r ,
l l / A ,  M irz a  G h a l ib  S t r e e t ,

Qp C a l c u t t a  -  700087.

Copy to  S h r i  J a y a n t  P r a s a d ,  J o i n t  S ec re ta ry (C N V ) ,  M i n i s t r y  of 
E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  South  B lo ck ,  New D e lh i  f o r  i n f o r m * t i  
p l e a s e .

on

I

( S . Sarkar )
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M inistry o f External A ffairs  

NGO Section

' /
East Asia Division please refer to their note no. C /551/14/90-JP  dated

16.05.2000 regarding files pertaining to the proceedings of Shah Naw az Committee 
1956.

While vide US(JK)’s above mentioned note Pt.lll of file no.C/551 /5 /72-JP  
Pt-lll and file no. C /551/14/90-JP  were forwarded to us, part I & It of file no. C /551 /5 /72 - 
JP were not sent. Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry looking into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose has now desired that all parts of the file 
no. C /551/5/72-JP may be sent to them urgently.

In view of the above, we may request US(JK) to urgently send us all the 
remaining parts of File No. C /551/5 /72-JP  for onward transmission to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry.

(D.B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO)

06.12.2000

\
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S ir ,

P ro ceed in g  b e fo r e  trie Hc n’ •' 
Commission o i  Inquiry on : « t  
3 sd a n, 0 31 cut it’.

1 , I n  e p p r i s a l  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  of  a l f e i r . '
n e n t i o  fc d  p r o c e e d in g ,  you sr* t o  do th e  XoUo',
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Parliament Question 
Most Immediate

Ministry of External Affairs 
East Asia Division

Reference note from JS(CNV) regarding a Parliament Question on 
documents on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose.

2. The M ission has conveyed that no document o f  the kind referred to in the 
Parliament Question appears to have been recently published in Japan.

3. In response to an earlier Lok Sabha Unstarred Parliament Question No. 
1607, answered on August 2, 2000, the follow ing was sent as reply -

“A Commission o f  Inquiry was set up on May 1999 under Section 3 o f  the 
Com m issions o f  Inquiry Act 1952 (60 o f  1952) consisting o f  Mr. Justice 
M.K.Mukherjee, a retired Judge o f  the Supreme Court o f  India. The Commission 
has been asked to inquire into all the facts and circumstances relating to the 
disappearance o f  Netaji subash Chandra Bose in 1945 including inter-alia as to 
whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are the ashes o f  Netaji. The Commission  
o f  Inquiry has been given extension upto M ay 2001.”

4. The above information may be used as inputs in framing reply to the 
Parliament Question.

5. This issues with the approval o f  JS(EA).

(Am it Kumar) 
US (China) 

Novem ber 20, 2000



(  M INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
L O K  SABHA 

UNSTARRED Q UESTION NO. 1607
TO BE ANSW ERED ON 2nd August, 2000

A
B R IN G IN G  A SH ES O F N E TA JI

1607. DR. RAGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH:
SHRI SUKDEO PASWAN:

Will the M inister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS •
- ' 

be pleased to state the details o f  the efforts made so far in bringing N etaji’s ashes from Jap'-m?

A N SW ER

THE M INISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI AJIT KUM AR PANJA)

A Commission o f Inquiry was set up on 14 M ay 1999 under Section 3 o f  the Commissions o f 

- J r  Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 o f 1952) consisting o f  Mr. Justice M.K. M ukherjee, a retired Judge of

the Supreme Court o f  India. The Com m ission has been asked to inquire into all the facts arid 

circumstances relating to the disappearance o f  Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in 1945 including 

inter-alia as to whether the ashes in the Japanese Temple are the ashes o f  Netaji. The 

Commission o f  Inquiry has been given extension upto May 2001.
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Confidential
Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel: 301-1357 & Fax : 379-2285

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI

No. 25/4/NGO-VolV

Dear Dr. Chaudhury,

November 23, 2000

Apropos your letter No. DGNM-2/2000'dated November 22, 2000 regarding 
declassification of records in connection with papers to be shown to the Justice 
Mukherjse Commission, we notice that the enclosures to your letter proposed for 
declassification did not originate from MEA. There is no question, therefore, o f our 
giving any clearance for declassifying them. The papers are apparently extracts op the 
accession register o f the National Museum itself. Your organisation may therefore, like to 
take the view on their declassification.

2. I might add that on part of this Ministry, we have already conveyed our ‘No 
Objection’ to the Commission viewing Netaji’s treasures.

Yours sincerely, 

MyantPrasad

Dr. R. D. Choudhury 
Director General 
National Museum 
New Delhi.

CC: Mrs. Archlana Ranjan, Director, PMO, New Delhi.

-^Vy^/vV—-—' ~~~
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TOP

Dr.R. D. Choudhury  
D i r e c t o r  General

Phone:  3018159

NATIONAL M USEUM

' <\f7'3'V5—o \  WV--A
__ No.F.DGNH-2/2000

( l o V
November 2 2 , 2 0 0 0

Dear Mr. Pras ad ,

Thi s  r e f e r s  t o  my S e c r e t  D.O.  l e t t e r  o f  even number da t ed  
November 1 5 , 2 0 0 0  r e g a r d i n g  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  in  
c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  a l l e g e d  d i s a p p e a r e n c e  o f  N e t a j i  
Subhash Chandra Bose which i s  b e i n g  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  by J u s t i c e  
Mukherjee  Commiss ion.

Today Morning I r e c e i v e d  a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  from t he  PM0 
r e q u e s t i n g  to  e x p e d i t e  t h e  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e n a b l i n g  them 
t o  f i l e  an a f f i d a v i t  in t h e  m a t t e r .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  I r e c e i v e d  a 
l e t t e r  from t he  D i r e c t o r ( PH0) i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  ( c o py  e n c l o s e d ) .  I ,  
t h e n  c o n t a c t e d  Mr.D.B.  B h a t i ,  S e c t i o n  O f f i c e r  (NG0) i n  your  
Department  who a d v i s e d  t o  s end  a copy o f  t h e  documents  
i m m e d i a t e l y  for  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g l y  I am e n c l o s i n g  a copy o f  two p a g e s  documents  f o r  
your kind p e r u s a l  for  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  You are  r e q u e s t e d  k i n d l y  
t o  convey  n e c e s s a r y  decision- f o r  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  
so  t h a t  t h e  PM0 c o u l d  be i n f o r m e d  at  t he  e a r l i e s t .

r
With r e g a r d s ,

E n d s :  As a b ov e - 3  Nos.

S h r i  Jayant  Prasad
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y
M i n i s t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s
NG0, South Block
New D e l h i

You i n c e r e l y .

(Ct*

•4* ^  -fa ^  

Vy . ^  ' e

Jxcg-^ t )Q5FTq% ^  f ^ t - 1 10011; cTR: 3 __________________
Janpaih, New D elhi-110011; Gram: MUSEUM; TefTI(TT9272. 3019322; Fax: 3019821; E-mail: rdchaudh<Tn~



MOST IMMEDIATE

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFTrP

Subject:- Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry’ to enquire into 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Dose - 
Declassification of records.

National Museum may please refer to their No.F.DGNM-2/2000 dated
2.11.2000 addressed by Dr.R.D.Choudhury, Director General, to Ms Sangita 
Gairola, Joint Secretary, MHA. and a copy endorsed to tliis Office, on the above 
subject.

2. The matter has already been delayed considerably by the Museum. As a 
result o f this delay, we have been forced to seek 15 days' time from the 
Commission to fiie our reply and this extension would also be over by 30111 
November, 2000. Any further delay may invite adverse comments from the 

Commission/ press/ individuals.

3. It is once again requested that the comments/views of the National 
Museum regarding declassification o f papers, a copy of which has already 
been forwarded to the Museum, may please be sent, atonce.

DR. R.D.Choudhuiy, Director General, National Museum, Jan path, New Dellii.

(ARC UN
DIRECTOR

Tel.No.301-3931

P.M.O.U.O.No.G.16(4)/2000~NGO dated 21.11.2000.
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P r e n io u s  
a n d / o r  
E x c a v a t i o n  
N o. E t c .

E x t r a c t s  f ro m  t h e  G e n e r a l  A c c e s s i o n  R e q l s e r .  Volum e I

S o u r c e  S h o r t  D e s c r i p t i o n  D a ta  - L o c a l i t y  Rem nrks and
o r  r e f e r e n c e s
p e r i o d  s

cy/w—? 0~ f s T i f A j  

*'*-<*» / ? /  r s f& fA /z ^
L o c a t i o n  

Room C l a s s  S h e l f  N

3 0 . x i l . 5 3  53.22

The c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  p a g e  e r e  t o  be  t r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  O f f i c i a l  S e c r o t s  A c t  and a n y  
p e r s o n  d i v u l g i n g  them w ou ld  bo p u n i s h a b l e  u n d e r  th e  soma A c t ,

S h r i  0 . 0 .  Q h e t ia  G° l d 8 " d  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  1945
0 . 5 .  E&A m i n i s t r y -  t s *®" S h r i  R » » B » u r t i
( A . 0 . 1 . )  on 2 4 . 9 . 5 1  b y  t h e  I n d ia n

Em bassy e t  T o k y o  
B u n d l e  No. 1 ( o p e n e d ) 

package 1
C h a r r e d  r i n g s  and p e n d a n ts  
P a ck a g e  II
C h a r r e d  nnd b r o k e n  b a n g l e s ,  p i n s ,  
b u c k l e s ,  e t c .
P a c k a g e  I I I
C h B r r e d  and b ro k e n  b a n g l e s ,  
p e n d a n t s ,  s n u f f  b o x ,  m e d a ls  
c o i n s  and r i n g s  
P a c k a g e  IV
C h a r m d  n e c k l a c e  p i e c e s  m e d a ls  and r i n g s  
P a c k a g e  V
C h a r r e d  e a r - r i n g s ,  n o se  r i n g s ,  
r i n g s  s e t  w i t h  s t o n e s  m o s t l y  
Package VI
C h a r r e d  and b r o k e n  b a n g l e s  
pnd a n k l e t s  
P a c k a g e  VII
C h a r r e d  and b r o k e n  r i n g s ,  n o se  r i n g s  and  
p e n d e n t s  
P a c k a g e  V I I I
C h a r r e d  r i n g s  and n o se  r i n g s .

f o r  re a s o n s  s t a t e d  b e l o u f -  
T h e s e  I ' .N .A .  T r e a s u r e  I r o n  s a f e  N o . 48
a r e  k e p t  i n  a g r e y  s t e e l  
b o x ,  l o c k e d  and c o v e r e d  by  
a d i p l o m a t i c  S a g ,  s e a l e d  
w i t h  the d e a l  o f  t h e  N . G . O .
S e c t i o r r  c f  th e  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  

M i n i s t r y  a t  t u o  Diaces i n  t h e  o r e s e n c e  
o f  S h r i  O .D .  S h a t i a
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N a t i o n a l  nuaaum o f  I n d ia  *

E x t r a c t s  from  th e  G e n e r a l  A c c e s s i o n  R e g i s t e r ,  Volum e I
0

P r e v i o u s  
n nd/or  
C x c a v s t I o n  
No. e t f i .

S o u rce S h o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n D a t e
or
p e r i o d

L o c a l i t y

r’S.22
| cn n tr f .  from  pp. P ack a ge  IX

C h e r r e d  n e c k l a c e ,  b a n g le s  
b r o a c h e s  *nd n o se  r i n g s  
P ack a g e  X
C h a r r e d  e a r - r i n g s  u i t b  
s t a n a s ,  and r i n g s  
P ack a ge  XI 
C h a r r e d  r i n g s  
P ack a g e  XII
C h a r r e d  r i n g s  and c h a i n  
P ack a ge  X11I
C h B rr B d  r i n g s  and b u t t o n s  
P a c k a g e  XIV  
C h a r r e d  e e r - p e n d a n t s  

3 u n d le  2 ( c l o s e d )
C h a r r e d  g o ld  m ix e d  u i t h  m o lt e n  
m e t a l ,  i r o n  e t c .

B u n dle  3 ( c l o s e d )
H e t a l  m o s t ly  b a s e  and dua£

A y e r ' s  l o t
5“ p i e c e s  o f  g o l d ,  s a i d  t o  be 300 g ra m s.

R em arks,
and
f r e fe re n c o s

L o c a t i o n . 
Room C la s s S h e l f

T h e se  I . N . A .  I r o n  s a f e  No. 48
T r e a s u r e  e re  k e p t - i n  
a g r a y  s t e e l - b o x ,  l o c o k e d  and 
covtTyed by a D i p l o m a t i c  Bag,
S c a le d  u i t h  th e  S e e l  o f  th e  N .G .O .  
S e c t i o n  oT th e  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  
M i n i s t r y  a t  tu o  p l a c e s  in  th a  
p r e s e n c e  o f  S h r i  D .D .  B h e t l a

The c o n t e n t s  o f  t h i s  page a r e  t o  be  t r e a t e d  u n der  t h e  O f f i c i a l  S e c r e t s  A c t s ,  and
any p e r s o n  d i v u l g i n g  them w o u ld  be  p u n i s h a b l e  u n d e r  th e  same A c t  f o r  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  a b o v e ,

Ir
>■ • v J



Dr. R. D. Choudhury  
D i r e c t o r  General

Phone:  3018159

TOP

NATIONAL M USEUM

No.F.DGNM-2/2000  

November 2 2 , 2 0 0 0

Dear Hr . P r a s a d ,

Thi s  r e f e r s  t o  my S e c r e t  D.O.  l e t t e r  o f  even number d a t e d  
November 1 5 , 2 0 0 0  r e g a r d i n g  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  a l l e g e d  d i s a p p e a r e n c e  o f  N e t a j i  
Subhash Chandra Bose which i s  b e i n g  i n q u i r e d  i n t o  by J u s t i c e  
H ukhe r j e e  Commiss i on.

Today Morning I r e c e i v e d  a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  from t h e  PM0 
r e q u e s t i n g  to  e x p e d i t e  t h e  m a t t e r  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e n a b l i n g  them 
t o  f i l e  an a f f i d a v i t  in  t h e  m a t t e r .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  I r e c e i v e d  a 
l e t t e r  from the  D i r e c t o r ( PM0) i n  t h i s  r e g ar d  ( copy  e n c l o s e d ) .  I ,  
t h e n  c o n t a c t e d  Mr.D.B.  B h a t i ,  S e c t i o n  O f f i c e r  (NG0) i n  your  
Department  who a d v i s e d  t o  s en d  a copy o f  t he  documents  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f or  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

A c c o r d i n g l y  I am e n c l o s i n g  a copy o f  two pages  documents  f o r  
your kind p e r u s a l  f or  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  You are  r e q u e s t e d  k i n d l y  
t o  co n v e y  n e c e s s a r y  deci sion f o r  d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  
so t h a t  t h e  PM0 c o u l d  be i n f o r m e d  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t .

With r e g a r d s ,

Yours s i n c e r e l y  ,

E n d s :  As a b o v e - 3  Nos.
( R. D. Choudhury)

S h r i  Jayant  Prasad
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y
M i n i s t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s
NG0, South Block
New D e l h i

Copy for information to:

1. Mrs. Archana Ranjan, Director,  Prime Minister Off ice,  South Block, New 
Delhi with reference to her l e t t e r  No.PMO U.0 . No.G.l6(4)/2000-NGG dated
21 . 11.2000 .
2. Shri S.Satyamoorthy, Joint  Secretary,  Department of  Culture.  Shastri  
Blmwan, New Delhi.
y f  Mr.D.B.Bhati,  Section Officer(NGO), Ministry of  External Affairs ,  Room 
No.l32A, South Block, New Delhi .  /"D

. j o (R.D/Choudhury)

U i '
M  f e r ’TT' 110011; cTTT: W m m ;  3019272, 3019322; # R T : 3019821 rdchoudh@ ndr.V S N L .nct.in

Janputh, New D elhi-110011; Gram: MUSEUM; Tel: 3019272, 3019322; Fax: 3019821; E-mail: rdchoudh@ ndf.V SN L.ncU n

mailto:rdchoudh@ndr.VSNL.nct.in
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w i n ,  i  f e f t  
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI

JA Y A N T PRASAD  
JO IN T S E C R E TA R Y(C N V)

No. 25/4 /N G O -Vol.V  November 22, 2000

Dear Dr. Choudhury,

Please refer to your D O  No. F .D G N M -2 /200 (fd a ted  15 .11 .2000  regarding  
the declassification of “Treasures of Netaji “ in connection with ongoing inquiry into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose by Justice M ukherjee  
Commission.

W e have no objection if the “Treasures of Netaji" sent by this Ministry to 
the National Museum are shown to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry.

Your sincerely,

Dr. R .D .C houdhry, 
D irec to r G eneral. 
N ational M useum , 
Janpath , New Delhi.

C op y to:

Shri P .K .S en gupta , W B H J S (R e td .), S ecre ta ty , Justice  M ukherjee  C o m m is s io n  < 
Inquiry , ‘B ’ B lock, 11/A , M irza G lia iib  S tree t, C a lcu tta  700  087.



PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

S O IT H  BLOCK 
NEW DELHI-110011

Subjecti-Justiee Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry to enquire into
disappearance o f  Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose- declassification
of records.

Ministry o f Extema^Affairs may please refer 
to their U.O.No.25/4/NGO V olrv  dated September 19, 2000, on the above 
subject, and today's discussions our Director,Ms Arciina Ranjan, had with 
JS(CNV),MEA on phone, about the stand taken by the MEA with regard 
to their classified papers before the Commission. It is requested that a copy 
each o f the Affidavit(s) / letters sent to the Commission may please be sent 

to this Office, per bearer, for our record and utilising the material to 
take appropriate stand before the Commission with regard to MEA 
papers available on our files.

i

(P. S. ta lly ) 
Under Secretarv(.\GO) 

Tel No. 3792507

MEAfShri Bhatti, SOCsGO)
PMO U.O.No. 16(4) 2000-NGC dated 21.11.2000

'  a  ,

i . y
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IN THE COURT OE J  w x l \ '( j .  C crm )n A /yy i Q-y- < xj'

Suit/Appeal No ^  v w AoAX jK i  (X tb JW L  o £ -___________ c f 19
•» l̂/JL^O C)-<&Yvko~V fowi.

■ __________________________________ Plff/Applt./Petitio«er/eompi«inant

AUTUA-i^ ®jy ^y-f^TTA. ĉ -

................ .................. ...............................................................- Defdt/Baapt. /Accused

KNOW ALL to whom these present shall come that l/Wtf '

the above-named_ C|- do hereby appoint

4-,} ' T a n * A-Xmoĉ M  ,  £4m'cv C&*^**L'T,
Avvrr /ViL s , $Oa f r i i  t v tcd?v*  . h H ^  C tr ^ J , C ^ L e ^ fA

(herein after called the advocate/s) to be my/our Advocate in the above-noted cate
. /  *

authorise him :—

To act, appear and plead in the above-noted case in this Court or in any other Court 
In which the same may be tried or heard and also in the appellate Court including High 
Court subject to payment of fees separately for each court by me/us

To sign, file, verify and present pleadings, appeals cross-objection* or petiotna for 
executions review, revision, withdrawal, compromise or other petitions or affidavits or 
other documents as may be deemed necessary or proper for the prosecution of the aaid , 
case in all its stages subjects to paymentof fees for each stage.

To file and take back documents, to admit and/or deny the documents of opposite party.

To withdraw or compromise the said case or submit to arbitration any differences 01 
disputes that may arise touching or in any manner relating to the said case ,

To take execution proceedings.

The deposit, draw and receive money, cheques, cash and grant receipts hereof and to 
do all other acts and things which may be necessary to be done for the progress and in the 
course of the prosecution of the said case

To appoint and instruct any other Legal Practitioner authorising him to exercise the 
power and authority hereby conferred upon the Advocate whenever he may think fit to do 
so and to sign, the power of attorney on our behalf.

And I/we the undersigned do hereby agree to ratify and confirm all acts done by tha 
Advocate or his substitute in the matter as my/our own acts, as if done by me/us to all .
intents and purposes. . 4 ( ' •

And I/we undertake that I/we or my/our duly authorised agent would appear in Court .
on all hearings and will inform the Advocate for appearance when the case is called.

And I/we undersigned do hereby agree not to hold the advocate or his substitute 
responsible for the result of the said case. The adjournment costs whenever ordered by the 
Court shall be of the Advocate which he shall receive and retain for hjjpself.

And I/we the undersigned do hereby agree that in the event of the'whote or part of the 
fee agreed by me/'us to be paid to the advocate remaining unpaid he shall be entitled to 
withdraw from the prosecution of the said case until the same is paid up. The fee settled is 
only for the above case and above Court. I we hereby agree that once the fees is paid. I/we 
will not be entitled for the refund of the same in any case whatsoever and it the case 
prolongs for more than 3 years the original f e e  shall be paid again by me/us.

IN WITNESS WHERE OF |/y  ̂do hereuntoset my/QWr hand to these presents tha
contents of which have been understood by me/ys onthis........ ..................................... day of
....... ..........................................................................................lr . 1 J J 9 ................

Accepted subject to the terms of the faas.

Advocate Client Client



fafa t *T3Ttf q , ^  f e f t  
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI

No. 25/4/NGO-V 21s1 November 2000

. *
Subject: Proceedings before the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mukherjee Commission

This is to inform you that we have no witness to examine on our 
behalf before the Hon’ble Commission at this stage. If such occasion arises later, 
we shall place the same forthwith before the Hon’ble Commission.

-------------------- — ~ sf * '

q (Jay&ot Prasad)
( <L-' Joint-Secretary(CNV)

Shri T. Pal,
Advocate & Sr. Counsel for the Govt, o f India,
Before the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mukherjee Commission.
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Dr. R.D. Choudhury
Director General

Dear Mr. Prasad,

NATIONAL MUSEUM

D.O.NO F.DGNM-2/2000 

November 15, 2000

I am enclosing a copy of the secret d o. letter No.F.1.12014/13/2000-1S 9D 111), 
dated November 8, 2000 from Ms. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhi regarding the declassification of "Treasures o f Netaji" 
in connection with ongoing inquiry into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry. In her letter she has 
mentioned that "Under the Departmental Security Instructions the Department, from 
where the concerned classified document/material has originated, shall be competent to 
revise the classification/grading of the same".

As per our records Treasures of Netaji was received by us from Ministry of 
External Affairs. So the Ministry of External Affairs becomes the originating Ministry in 
the matter.

May I, therefore, request you kindly to advise whether these Treasures could be 
shown to the Commission.

With regards,

\ )
JjU

Yours sincerely,

j w7

i

s u
f

/  (t

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of External Affairs (NGO) 
South Block 
New Delhi

M  R M -1 I0 0 II; m  ■ : 091-11-3018159, 3018046; : 091 - 11 -3019821
Janpath. New Delhi-110011: Gram . MUSKUM: Tel : 091-11-3018159. 3018046; Fax . 091-11-3019821
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November, 2 000

y
C ho u d h u r y ,

refer

O ff ic e  o f  D G R I t t  
T > y . - N o . . f e , § ,
D a te d . . b V ! K K

¥ 0

y o u r l e t t e r DGNM-2/2000p P l e a s e
elated 2nd november, 2000 regarding declassification of 
treasures of Netaji in connection with the ongoing inquiry 
i'nto the alleged disappearance of!‘Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. As you 
are aware, under the Departmental .Security Instructions 
the Department,' from where the concerned classified 
document /material has originated, j^hall be competent to
revise the c 1 assi fication/grading of; the same.. .
• l_ f . .

2!. I shall be grateful if you could have the matter
examined from the above mentioned point of view in 
consultation with the originating Department and take a 
view accordingly under intimation to, us. \

Yours s in cer ely,

t r /

Dr. R.D. Choudhury, 
Director General, 
National Museum, 
Janpa t h ,
NEW DELHI.
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
PARLIAMENT QUESTION

No.25/4/NGO-( V ol.-VI)
Ministry of External Affairs 

(CNV Division)

Enclosed herewith is a copy o f  Unstarred Lok Sabha Question 
N o.597 to be answered by EAM  on November 22, 2000, along with a report 
published in the Hindustan Times o f  October 29, 2000 regarding documents on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. JS(EW) may please urgently forward her comments about the
documents o f  British Archives mentioned in the HT report to enable this 
D ivision to finalise reply to the Question.

^  JSfEW) - V "  %
nil

v k  (Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary (CNV)

17.11.2000.
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MOST IMMEDIATE 

PARLIAMENT QUESTION

No.25/4/NGO-(Vol.-VI)
Ministry of External Affairs 

(CNV Division)

Enclosed herewith is a copy o f  Unstarred Lok Sabha Question 
N o.597 to be answered by EAM on Novem ber 22, 2000, along with a report 
published in the Hindustan Times o f October 29, 2000 regarding documents on 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. JS(EA) may please urgently forward his comments about the
documents in Japan mentioned in the HT report to enable this D ivision to 
finalise reply to the Question.

<w (Jayant Prasad)
Joint Secretary (CNV)

17.11.2000.
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CHALLAN CHALLAN CHALLAN

MOST IMMEDIATE/BY HAND

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 
South Block 

New Delhi

Pate Fite No- Address Signature

14.11.2000

Received photocopies of file Nos.

A. File No. 2 5 /4 /N G O -V o l. I
-2. File No. 25/4/NGO  - Vol.ll(LW  -  KW)

File No, 2 5 /4 /N G O -V o l.Il l (L W -A n n x .)'
(4. File No. 25/4/NGO  -  Vol. IV (LW  -  KW. I)
.<5. File No. 25/4/NGO  -  Vol.V (L V V -KW.I, II, & III) 

(Jrf File No. 25 /13/NGO -  52 (LW  -  K W )
File No. 25/14/NGO -52  
File No. 25 /15/NGO-52  

,9. File No. 25/16/NG O -53

Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Commission of inquiry,

11/A. Mirza Ghalib S tree t Calcutta.
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MOST IMMEDIATE/BY HAND

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 
South Block 

New Delhi

Date File No, Address Signature

14.11.2000

Received photocopies of file Nos.

A. File No. 25/4/N G O  -V o l.I
-2. File No. 25/4 /N G O  - Vol.ll(LW  -  KW)
JS. File No. 2 5 /4 /N G O — V o l.Ill (LW  —Annx.)'
/(. File No. 25/4/N G O  -  Vol. IV (LW  -  KW .I)
■S. File No. 25/4/N G O  -  Vol.V (L ^ V -£ W .I ,  II, & III) 

(JfT File No. 25 /13/NG O  -  52 (LW  -  KW  )
File No. 25/14/N G O -52  

^8. File No. 25 /15/NG O -52  
,9. File No. 25 /16 /N G O -53

Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Com m ission of Inquiry,

11/A. Mirza Ghalib Street. Calcutta.



CHALLAN CHALLAN CHALLAN

MOST IMMEDIATE/BY HAND

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section 
South Block 

New Delhi

Date File No. Address Signature

14.11.2000

Received photocopies of file Nos.

A. File No. 25/4/N G O  - Vol.I
Jl. File No. 25/4 /N G O  - V o l. ll (L W - KW)
JS. File No. 25/4/N G O  - V o l .  Ill (L W ~ A n n x .y  
/T. File No. 25/4/N G O  -  Vol. IV (LW  -  KW .I)
✓5 . File No. 25/4/N G O  -  Vol.V  (LW  -  £W .I, II. & Ml) 

File No. 2 5 /1 3/NG O  -  52 (LW  -  KW  )
■JFr File No. 25/14/N G O -52  

File No. 25 /15/N G O -52  
j9. File No. 25 /16 /N G O -53

Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Com m ission of Inquiry,

11/A. Mirza Ghalib Street. Calcutta.
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From:
Pavan Kapoor Tal. No.: (00-44-171) 836 8484 F,xm. 164
First Secretary (Pol.) Fax No-: (00-44-171) 836 6695

To:
MS BHASWATI MUKHERJEE, JSfEW) fa x  No.: 009111 3794142

Mission/Company:
Ministry of External Affairs

Department:

Copy to:
Fax No.:

File No.: Date: No. of pages (including this):
22.2.2000 6

Jn case o f  difficulty with this transmission, p lease ring (0171) 836 8484 Exin. 164 

Message

CRASH CRASH CRASH

Your fax o f date to DHC regarding lo k  Sabha Provisional 
Starred Question Diary No, 2385 regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose fo r answer on 1st March, 2000.

O ur inputs are as fo llow s fo r parts c, d & e:

(c) As per the inform ation available from the Records and Historical 
Division of the Foreign and Com m onwealth O ffice virtually all British 
records relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which are more than 
30 years old, are in the public domain at the Public Records Office or 
at the British Library. (A note received from  the FCO in th is regard is 
enclosed). You will note that 751 files and volum es relating to the 
period 1913-1947 w ere pu t into the  public domain in the British Library 
in August 1997. The only papers which are still not in the public 
domain are:

- a few  papers in the files o f the Intelligence and Security 
Agencies which do not add to the  substantive account in the IPI Office 
collection.These Intelligence records are w ithheld from  release with 
the approval o f the Lord Chancellor, in accordance with Section 3(4) 
o f the Public Records Acts;



2

-one paper from  the I PI collection which is retained on grounds 
of continuing personal sensitivity.

(d) & (e) W e are not aware o f any request by the Government to the 
UK Governm ent to have such papers put in the public domain.

(Pavan Kapoor)



B R I T I S H  XSCOJU3S OK SUBH AS CKAKDKA B O S S

1. Virtually all Britleh record* relating to Subha* Chandra 
Bose, which art more than 30 years old, have been released at 
the Public Record Office and at the British Library.

2. Public Racord office: See attached list for 194 5-47.

3. British. library-. Sea attached note. Thia is a
collection of 1913-1947 files of 
the Indian Political 
Intelligence organisation (JEI) 
in the series L/P fc J/12 Public 
and Judicial Department 
(Separate). Released August 
1997.

3. The only papers which remain closed are:

- a few papers in the files of the Intelligence and 
Security Agencies which do not add to the 
substantive account in tha IPI Office collection. 
These Intelligence records ajre withheld from 
release with the approval of the Lord Chancellor, 
in accordance with Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Acts;

- one paper from the IP X  collection whien is retained 
on grounds of continuing personal sensitivity.

Records and Historical Department 18 February 20 00

22/02 '00 09 :SS TI/RX NO. 2403 P02
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HO 203/515 Apl 19^5 J*c«neSd'-Indian potC** Co**«U*3 ? gvt^4u. to activities
5X6 Aug 1945

2298 Aug 1945

4673 Aug-Dec 1945

Japanese-Indian Fore** Command.: supplementary guide to Indian National A m y  in Malaya
Malaya: disposal, status, briaf history of Indian National Army
Indian National A my

wo 208/904A Nov 42- Indian traitors, titth columnistsNov 45 trained by Japanese: Indian Independent League: Indian National Army: survey of various organisations employed by Japanese Cor espionage, sabotage, propagandas reports oa activities: British counter measures
HO 208/3812 1942-7 Subhas Chandra Soset activities anddeath
FO 371/56774 1946 Indian-Soviet relations ^277/136/38*press article).
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L/P&J/12 
PUBLIC AND JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (SEPARATE) 
FILES, 1913 - 1947

751 file* And volumes

The Public and Judicial (Seperaie) P*J(S) or POL(S) series of tbe former India 
Office comprise the file* of (be Indian Political Intelligence organisation (I P I),
I P I was a shadowy and formerly non-avowed organisation. widun the Public and 
JudiciaJ Department of dw India Office in London, devoted to the internal and 
external security of British India.

la consequence of the development of Indian anarchist activities in England in 
1909, the India OfFkx suggested (after consultation with Scotland Yard and the 
Government of India) that an officer of the Indian Police should be placed on 
deputation in England. The organisation he headed was first called the lodian 
Political Intelligence Office, but the name finally decided on for this organisation in 
1921 was Indian Political Intelligence or ‘1 P I*.

Major John Arnold Wallioger, a senior Indian Police officer was deputed to 
England in 1910 'for the purpose of observations upon Indian revolutionaries and 
criminals (cxmnecwd with India) of all nationalities'. This activity increased during 
the First World War. In view of war conditions. WaJlingcr was provided with an 
assistant, Philip C Vickery. Indian Police, in 1915. whose duty was to 'watch anti- 
British conspiracies in England and Europe, so flsr as they affect Indian interests’ 
and Indian conspirators attempting to attack the British government of India. During 
the First World War the information collected with regard to German efforts to 
create dissatisfaction among Indians in Europe became of great value to the War 
Office and Vickery worked in dose co-ordination with Miliary Intelligence in 
Europe to 1919 and also in the United States, returning m duty Jn India ie 1923.

Other senior officers deputed from the Indian Police intelligence division to I P I 
included Panl Biggane, 1922 to 1925; Charles Augustus Tegart 1918 to 1923 and 
John Hunter Adam, 1923. John Wallinger retired fn April 1926 and was succeeded 
by Vickery ss head o f I P 1 in October 1926. Vickcry remained 1 P I chief until the 
organisation was closed in August 1947 and transferred to T G Sajtfevi Pillai, 
Director Intelligence Bureau. Government of India. In I960 die remans of 1 P Is 
organisation became known as the OS4 branch of the Security Service (MI.5).

After the 1935 Government of India Act, I P I became a subsidiary of (he 
Intelligence Bureau, although in practice it was autonomous. I P 1 was run jointly 
by the India Office and the Government of Indie. UK, Europe and American 
operations were run by I P I tn London. Indian operations were run by the Director 
of the Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, Government of India or D I 8. (also 
known in India as the Secret Service). A Centra] Intelligence Officer in each 
province of India (usually seconded from the local police farce) received 
information by close liaison with the Provincial Intelligence Braodbes and from 
sources run within (he provinces and other informal sources.

22/02 '00 08:55 TT/RX NO, 2403
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IP  I reparmd to the Secretary of the Public and Judicial Department of the India 
Office, the Director, Criminal Intelligence Indie and clmc contact with
Scotland Yard and ML5. 1 PI sharedaawmmodaiion with MLS from 192<T When 
this was bombed in 1940 the organisation moved with MI.5 k> Oxford, returning to 
London in 1945.

From the early day* of the existence of 1 P I. die security aspects of its fik* and 
papers necessitated their being kept separate from the routine papers controlled by 
the Public and Judicial Department's registry and filing systems. A separate system 
of numbering and registration was maintained within the P&J Department. Pram 
1924 the Separate files were registered in annual file cycles. The registry system 
order has been respected m the listing below as filr as possible. Son* unregistered 
files and items kept by the organisarton have been planed at the end of the list. The 
origisal P*J<S) registers have been retained by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office.

The files were a catch-all for India Office political intelligence data, including 
correspondence with the Director of tbe Intelligence Bureau in India (D IB ), on 
mtelltgeooe matter? about pre-Independence India. They include much material 
originating with the Security Service (Ml.5) and the Secret Intelligence Service 
(S IS  or ML6) and Scotland Yard's Special Branch. The files contain intelligence 
data on communam and other Indian political or revolutionary movements (notably 
the Communist Party) in rndta between 1916 to 1947: surveillance of Indian 
revolutionaries abroad and British and foreign sympathisers; proscription of certain 
publications; censorship of mails; notes and reports on personalities, intercepted 
letters and passport controls. According to one I P I officer these records differ 
little from records maintained by Ml.5 and MI.6 The files expose in detail die 
existence and operations of a secret intelligence organisation operating both in 
Europe and the USA. I P I was also the India/Burma section of Ml.S. and it was 
the only Imperial or Dominion intelligence agency which was permitted to operate 
out of London.

In the 1960s the Commonwealth Relations Office registered ail PftJ(S) fUes as 
records to be retained for more than thirty years under Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Act 1958 on the understanding that the files ware to be retained for a 
hundred years or until a. fturher review was undertaken. From 1977 some flies were 
released and remained open to the public until 1981. la April ]98l the files (with 
the exception of the local government fortnightly reports on the political situation) 
were removed from the India Office Library and Records » the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office for review and vetting. Working under the guidelines of die 
‘Open Government' raitiaitve of the 1990s. the Sensitivity Review Unit of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office returned a large number of the files to the India 
OfRoe Records m December 1996. The archive is so f*r unique - dte only known 
instance of a British Intelligence organisation's archives being opened to (he pobfk 
for research.

Release date: Monday 11 August 1997 Contact telephone numbers
Jill Oebcr 0171 4127832 
Tony Farrington 0171 412 7837 
Fsx: 0171 412 7858

22/02 '00 08:55 TX/RX NO. 2403 P06
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

From:
Pavan Kapoor Tel. No.: (00-44-171) 836 8484 Extn. 164
First Secretary (Pol.) Fax No.: (00-44-171) 836 6695

To:
MS BHASWATI MUKHERJEE, JSfEW) Fax No.: 009111 3794142

Mission/Company:
M inistry o f  External Affairs

Department

Copy to:
Fax N o :

File No.: Date: No. o/pages (including this):
22.2.2000 6

In case o f  difficulty with this transmission, please ring (0171) 836 8-484 Extn. 164 

Message

CRASH CRASH CRASH

Your fax o f date to DHC regarding Lok Sabha Provisional 
Starred Question Diary No. 2385 regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose fo r answer on 1st March, 2000.

O ur inputs are as fo llows fo r parts c, d & e:

(c) As per the inform ation available from  the Records and Historical 
Division o f the Foreign and Com m onwealth Office virtually all British 
records relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, which are more than 
30 years old, are in the public dom ain at the Public Records O ffice or 
at the British Library. (A note received from  the FCO in th is regard is 
enclosed). You will note that 751 files and volumes relating to the  
period 1913-1947 were put into the public domain in the British Library 
in August 1997. The only papers which are still not in the public 
domain are:

- a few  papers in the files o f the Intelligence and Security 
Agencies which do not add to the  substantive account in the IPI O ffice 
collection.These Intelligence records are w ithheld from release w ith 
the approval o f the Lord Chancellor, in accordance with Section 3(4) 
o f the Public Records Acts;



W / 7 \  . < /
'■ • < •> .) ,

■ 2  

f1 C ~  " •  -

-one paper from  the IPl collection which is retained on grounds
of continuing personal sensitivity.

(d) & (e) W e are not aware o f any request by the Governm ent to the 
UK Governm ent to  have such papers put in the public domain.

(Pavan Kapoor)

Ilia



BRITISH XJICOKDS OH SUBHAS CKAMDKA BOSB

1 . Virtually all British record* relating to Subha* Chandra 
Eose, which are more than 30 years old, have been released at 
the Public Record Office end at the British Library.

/ 2. Public Record Qfficft: See attached list for 1945-47.

/ 3- British Library; See attached note. This is a
collection of 1913-1547 files ©C 
the Indian Political 
Intelligence organisation (IPX) 
in the series L/P & J/12 Public 
and Judicial Department 
(Separate). Released August 
13S7.

3. The only papers which remain closed are:

- a few papers in the files of the intelligence and 
Security Agencies which do not add to the 
substantive account in the IfI Office collection. 
These Intelligence records are withheld frote 
release with the approval of the Lord Chancellor, 
in accordance with Section 3(4] of the Public 
Records Acte;

- one paper from the i p i  collection which is retained 
on grounds of continuing personal sensitivity.

Records and Historical Department 18 February 2000

22/02 '00 09:55 TI/RI HO. 2403 P02
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WO 203/515 Apl 1945 

" 516 Aug 1945

’ 2298 Aug 1945

" 4673 Aug-Dec 1945

WO 208/8Q4A Sov 42- 
NOV 45

WO 208/3812 1942-7 

FO 371/56774 1946

Jaoanesa-Indian pore*# ^o"watnd f gviA*—to activities
Japanese-Indian Force* Command.: Supplementary guiae to Indian National Army in Malaya
Malaya: disposal, status, brief history of Indian National Army
Indian National Army

Indian traitors, riftn columnists trained by Japanese: Indian Independent Leeque: Indian National Army: survey of various organisations employed by Japanese for espionage, sabotage, propagandas reports oa activities: British counter measures
Subhas Chandra Bose* activities and death
Indian-Soviet relations (N277/136/38s press article).
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L/P&J/I2
PUBLIC AND JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (SEPARATE) 
FILES, 1913 - 1947
751 files and volumes

The Public and Judicial (Separate) P&J{S) or POL<S) series of the former India 
Office comprise the files of the Indian Political Intelligence orgjuiisarton (I p ij.
I P F was a shadowy and formerly non-avowed organisation, within the Public and 
Judicial Department of the India Office in London, devoted to the internal and 
external security of British India.

Is consequence of the development of Indian anarchist activities in England in 
1909, the India Office suggested (after consultation with Scotland Yard and the 
Government of India) that an officer of the Indkn Police should be placed on 
deputation in England. The organisation he headed was first called the Indian 
Political Intelligence Office, but the name finally decided on for this organisation in 
1921 was Indian Political Intelligence or *1 P V.

Major John Arnold Wallinger, a senior Indian Police officer was deputed to 
England in 1910 'for the purpose of observations upon Indian revolutionaries and 
criminals (connected with India) of all nationalities'. Tbb activity increased during 
the First World War. In view of war condition*. Wa] linger was provided with an 
assistant. PhDip C Vickery. Indian Police, in 1915, whose duty was to ’watch anti- 
British conspiracies in England and Europe, so far aj they affect Indian interests* 
and Indian conspirators attempting to attack the British government of India. During 
(he First World War die information collected with regard to German efforts to 
create diratisfrction among Indians in Europe became of great value to the War 
Office and Vickery worked in close co-ordination with Milicsry Intelligence in 
Europe to 1919 and also in the United States, returning to duty in India in 1923.

Other senior officers deputed from the Indian Police intelligence division to t P I 
included Pan! Blggane, 1922 to 1923; Charles Augustus Tegart 1918 to 1923 and 
John Hunter Adam, 1923. John Wallinger retired in ApriJ 1926 and was succeeded 
by Vickery as head of 1 P 1 in October 1926. Vickery remained I P I chief until the 
organisation was closed in August 1947 and transferred to T G Sanjevi Pillai, 
Director Intelligence Bureau. Government of India. In I960 the remains of 1 P l's 
organisarion became known as the OS4 branch of the Security Service (MI.5).

After the 1935 Government of India Act, I P I became a subsidiary of the 
Intelligence Bureau, although m practice it was autonomous. I P I was run jointly 
by the India Office and the Government of India. UK, Europe and American 
operations were run by IP  I in London. Indian operations were run by the Director 
of the Intelligence Bureau, Home Department, Government of India or D I B. (also 
known in India as the Secret Service). A Central Intelligence Officer in each 
province of India (usually seconded from the local police farce) received 
information by close liaison with the Provincial Intelligence Branches and from 
sources run within the provinces and other informal sources.

22/02 '00 09:55 TX/RI NO. 2403 P05
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L/P*ffl2 FUBUC AND JUDICIAL DEPAJtTMEHT (5BPASXTS) PILBS

! PI reported to the Secretary of the Public and Judicial Department of the India 
OWce. the Director, Criminal Intelligence India and tnainatmed clow contact wit!i 
Scotland Yard and Ml.5. I PI shared accommodation with MLS from 1924. When 
this w it bombed in 1940 the organisation moved with M .5 as Oxford, returning to 
London in 194$.

FratP **** d»y* of existent* of I P 1. the security aspects of ft* file* and 
papers necessitated their being kept separate from the routine papers controlled by 
the Public and Judicial Department's registry and filing sy* terns. A separate system 
of numbering and registration was maintained within the PAJ Department. Prom 
1924 the Separate file* were registered in annual file cycles. Tha registry system 
order has been reepectod in the listing below as far as possible. Some unregistered 
files and items kept by the organisation have been pieced at the end of the list. The 
original P&J<S) register* have been retained by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office.

The files were a catch-all for India Office political intelligence data, including 
correspondence with th« Director o f the intelligence Bureau in India (D I B). on 
intelligence matters about pre-Independence India. They include modi material 
originating with the Security Service (Ml.5) and the Seem Intelligence Service 
(5 I S or ML$) and Scotland Yard’s Special Branch. The files contain intelligence 
da» on communism and other Indian political or revolutionary movement* (notably 
the Communist Party) in India butwean 1916 to 1947: surveillance of Indian 
revolutionaries abroad and British and foreign sympathisers; proscription of certain 
publications; censorship of mails; notes and reports on personalities, intercepted 
letters and passport controls. According to one I P I officer these records differ 
little from records maintained by Ml.S and MI.6- The files expose in detail the 
existence and operations of a secret intelligence organisation operating both in 
Europe and the USA. I P I was also the India/Burma section of Ml.5. and H was 
the only imperial or Dominion intelligence agency which w** permitted to operate 
out of London.

In the 1960s the Commonwealth Relations Office registered all P&J(S) files as 
raconiv to be retained for more than thirty years under Section 3(4) of the Public 
Records Act 1958 on the understanding that the files were to be retained for a 
hundred years or until a further review was undertaken. From 1977 some files were 
released and remained open to the public until 1981. la April 1981 the file* (with 
the exception of the local government fortnightly reports on the political situation) 
were removed from the India Office Library and Records 10 the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office for review and vetting. Working under the guidelines of the 
'Open Government’ initiative of the 1990a. the Sensitivity Review Unit of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office returned a large number of the files so the India 
Office Records m December 1996. The archive « so fer unique - the only known 
instance of a British intelligence organisation's archives being opened to the public 
for research.

Release date; Monday 11 August 1997 Contact telephone numbers
Jill Qeber 0171 413 7132 
Tony Fwrwgton 01?l 412 7837 
Fas: 0171 412 7838
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Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry '■ \ m
F o r  In q u ir y W o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .  216-2755
‘B ’ Block, (Third Floor) C^\J,A  K v  ' e-mail

■ 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 jlSinseb@cal3.vsnl.net.in

l?V> "

216-2f76j5r68 & 216-2835

r'f SIEREB W ilH  A/D.V
) R / 9 9 « 2 0 G 0 / 5 6 /3 I 0 «  Calcutta, dated, tiie i ,  1 1 ,2 0  0 Ov

-f  ' i  PtK.sengupta,- WBHJS (Retd. )» n  1
Tc \ .  r o t a r y

i  tfayanfc Prasad, '<••: . • .. ■ ' • > ; : 
n t  secretary(cnv) V'-; ■ i ■ > v'V-..:i 
isfcry or External A ffa irs*

’• • '*
S e X h i« l  1 0 0 0 1 . ' • • • •; v . j  > i  Q

( \  CcjJl/LS^

i\:
lJ> u

■ WITT? sr f̂ ĵfisRc  ̂ to  yoar. £>*o* no*25 /4 /mgo,-voI . v .dated
■ sept©iEber 18*2000 &&£ your D*0* o f even dated October 

■ 17*2000* 2 ! ^  d irected  to  a t ate that. 2 had a d iscu ssio n  w ith  
•i>r*suHwra*r‘ SiirXe* i&iir«efco£ 'tsvsxtxaX- q£  .K&fcionali' Archive a , 
govemmenfc o£ India« during my v i s i t  to  New;Delhi in  the th ird  
week o f  OGtobGr,2000 ^©yarding: perusal o f  d e c la s s if ie d  B r it ish  
Caverns© nfc £«copds'-t&!©n. Dr, Sarftor re^lterr/ced h i e . o a r l ie r  
.proposal o f  v i s i t  .to  the B r it is h  lib r a r y  in  London by a Joint 

( te&ai ©i the CtswmiWiioa &nti trw'. National As’chives': in  order to  
. f in d  OVA -%3iech«»r any ®et.crieln' srcl.WAWt ■'t.6- th e inqu iry  of the

K) V am 4 a-'Mrus  ̂ 1 »>\1a 4 h ^4 o/i 4 1 a»« /r**arv\v“v3ei

M\jp(

‘ Cortimission is-'; ava ilab le  i n  the d e c la s s if ie d  f i l e s  /records  
ly in g  - in  th& 3A itish ' M br«ry+ Dr* s& rfer « lso  to ld  th a t the  
National Archive®1 would beer' ^.rop it&. ^ 'n  ^’and the c o s ts  of 
0bt.5d.nin5 cop ies, <t$ docurranta .or f i l e s ,  from the records in  the  
B ritish . kihrery* Xn t h i s  connection yonv may <«Xso re fe r  to  D#o#

. , . .......................... . . . . M inistry
. o f E xternal As£alr»* os:-- *neli& (copy en c lo sed ),
'• ■ 1 sun £urth«?r: d ir e c te d  to  £&*&&■ fch&t '&ater taking .in to  

v consideration  ifr* viowa ,ctf )-fch<* ftLnistry of ffisctemai A ffa irs  and
oS £hs Sii*«ctor G e n e r a l -fthe ti»ti«naV Archl^ves o f Xndiaei t  

been decided by,:the.Commission th a t a programine for  v is i t in g  
^T/^7/6C . the B r it ish  /library by a ®̂d>a: br the- Corranission-ana the <
s i ^  ^  ^  ^MCitional ' Archives lOf. Xndla Isx o r d ^  to  id e n t ify  the relevant  

H p ^ j r  s /r e  cords jtheuld b©. -dr up in ’ co n su lta tio n  v?ith the  
y c , u ^ j  bijroctcr o5 n ational -Archlva* anl th« Hijiintry.- - of External 
q.[{’V° 1 ^  A ffa irs#  Government o f Zndi*. . '

-'vn Dr*sarlcar,l's»vthas,̂ fi&i‘© b«inp requcss^Kid'to drav; up a draft  
in  co n su lta tio n  rvlui Uic rtiy*iatry o£  External A ffa irs  

and (s&rsQ th e M&m to  .tho C^'aiisal.on fo r  i t s  - approval as quicKly 
as p o ss ib le  ,. ‘ .yours f a i t h f u l ly ,

n " ‘ ‘

--- (VC

Jv_ f ^ r  
u<o-^ ^

■ *■•'" ' ^ E G ^ r ^ r i  w ; ; : ' ••' Yours fa ith :

•“ • a s L i a s s t o . ( s a s a a a ^ a a p ^ . *  ‘ ■'■c*?»tedi i# lX »rfO O 0* ■•'
)

Cony forwarded to  D.r.Sukur^r Sarkar*Director General o f  
National Arcnives#Nations! Archive« o f  Xndie«Govt* o f I n d i a , - 
Janoath,Nev; i^ ein i-i 10001 »  fo r  h is  Kind inform ation and favour 

JLmW^ 5or' o f  taid.no necessary a c tio n  in  th e l in e  noted above*

mailto:jlSinseb@cal3.vsnl.net.in
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b y  Pc?s^

Jayant Prasad
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel:301-1357 & Fax: 379-2285

No.25/4/NGO-VoI.V

Dear Shri Sengupta,

f ^ T  W c W ,
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI

<5X v ^ '

OctobeV 17,<2000

This is further to our letter of even number dated September 18, 2000 
regarding the de-classified British Government records that might have some bearing 
on the mandate of the Commission.

r
2. At our behest, our. High Commission had promptly written to British 
Foreign Office in the matter. The Foreign Office, in turn, contacted the Head o f the 
Oriental India Office Library Collections at the British Library. The Head of the 
India Office Library has conveyed that he would welcome a visit from the National 
Archives o f India and/or Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry to examine the 
records. The High Commission has further been informed that these files have 
additionally been transferred to microfiche, which can be purchased should there be 
a further need to study the information back in India. We are now inquiring about the 
purchase price of the microfiche records

3. Meanwhile, the High Commission also received a letter from the Oriental 
and India Office Collections of the British Library regarding the preparations that 
will be required to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherjee will be successful. I 
am enclosing a self-explanatory copy o f this letter.

4. We are now awaiting the response of the Commission to the suggestions 
made by us for an in situ examination o f the newly available declassified British 
records.

Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta.

Prasad

CC : Shri Nareshwar Dayal, High Commissioner o f India, London.



*n«rta sra*

M INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No.301 1357 
Fax No.379 2285

No. 25/4/NGO/Vol.V 

Dear Shri Sengupta,

September 18, 2000

I am writing apropos your letter o f August 28, 2000 regarding the declassified 
British Government records (comprising some 700 files) that might have some bearing on 
the mandate of the Commission on which Justice Mukherjee had been in touch directly 
with our High Commissioner in London, Shri Nareshwar Dayal. I regret it has taken us a 
while to respond to your letters since I had been continuously on tour abroad.

Our High Commission is pursuing with the British Foreign Office the possibility 
of retrieving from the British authorities any available documentation pertaining to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose that may be contained in the 700 unpublished files originating in 
the India Office’s Public and Judicial Department in London, which are now public and 
have been placed with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections, 
London. v

, Meanwhile, the Ministry o f External Affairs recommends that the Commission
* )/^ hould arrange to visit London for an in-situ examination of the files to find out whether 

'-M o r not they contain any material relevant to the work of the Commission. Alternately, 
I they could mandate the Director, National Archives of India, to undertake this task on 

behalf of the Commission. Our High Commissioner in London has been consulted on this 
and concurs fully in this suggestion.

tN cjW  f  O /  .. Q j Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K. Sengupta
Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Enquiry 
Calcutta



Justice M u k h e r je e  C om nijssiuu ^ i n q u i r y  03S-? 1 g- 27c5/
^  for inquiry into liic a l l eged d isappearance o f  0 3 3 - a i 6 - 2 U 3 S  .

. N etaji S ub lias C h a n d ra  Uose ' F o x »
.<£'[' . ’B ’ B lock  (3rd floor)  • O J 3 - 2 1 G - 2 7 G 5

I I/A Mirza Gliaiib Street, Calcutta-700 087
- • ...... . :r —- •* ■ ' '

7//C//..»CW.(*,.O aJ/a9«2000/56/247  S P E E D  P O S J C a l a m a ,  d a t e d ,  tl\e ..11....GS .*.200.0..
From< .

S ri P  *K* Senguptn *W8HJS ( Retd ♦)

I

TO
-̂ §i< Sri <2&yant Prasad*X&s 

J o i n t  Secretary,
M inistry of fixterrt&l. A ffairs#
South Block*
gfew P elh i-llO  001 * ■' .

Subs P i le s  nu.T-bering 700 o r ig in a tin g  in
• the India o f f i c e ’a Public and 

<7udicial iiapartment* te n d o n  and now
a v a ila b le  in  th© B r it ish  Library.

. f "• ‘ ' . ■

Ref t The Commissions l e t t e r  Noa.JHCX/DOC 
(FOR) / 99«*2000/56/45 dated 27.4.2000  
and JMCX/DOCfJ'OP,)/99~2000/S6/232  
dated 28•&*2000.

s i r ,

2 am d irected  to  in v i t e  a reference to  the Conraission' 
ab^ve-quoted le t t e r s  on the a foresa id  subject and to  say th a t  
no reply whatsoever h:-:s y e t  been received  from ynur end.

In furtherance o f  th e afceve-quctad lefct«r»* I .am 
d irected  to  in v it e  your n o tic e  to  the news published under the  
caption  'B rita in  to  allow  a cc ess  to  K etaji documents* in  
*The Stat.esm&n * doted September 10* 2000# p a r ticu la r ly  t i e  
paragraph nos* i  and 2 o f th e a foresa id  new©, and to  request 
you once again to  pursue the m atter w ith  the U.K. Government 
so that the Commission may have access w ithout any fu rth er  
d elay  to  a l l  tn s documents* f i l e s ,  records e t c .  r e la t in g  to  
N etaji in  tha p ossession  of the U.K. Government#

I am fu rth er  d irec ted  to  request you to  tr e a t  the  
matter as extremely urgent and to  take necessary e f f e c t iv e  
stop s w ith an Intim ation to  nho Commission,

Yours fa ith fu l

.  M  .( P* fC. Sengdpta 
Secretary

*

cont«i* i«*.  pg . 2<
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13 April 2000 ;;

M r A nil M ukher|«e„ 
Deputy Speaker r  'A-y}: 
Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta .:.;X

, > . British Deputy . .
High Commission ••■'.. 
.- C alcutta

.1 , Hb Chi Miuh Sarani 
; • Calcutta700 071 ; _ ",

• ' , Telephone: 288-3681 (D ) 288-5172 /6  ; 
E-nmih M.aiuak.De@caicutU.uiall:fcoijov;.ui' 

‘V  Fax: 288-3435  '

D e a r  M r  M ti& i& r je e i ; • ;■■•■" :

Thank you for. yoyr'.-. letter of 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner, Dr John 
Mitchirier, regai^^& ^|ssl|lied records on Netaji Subhas Chandra. Bosei ;

I had taken up lh? matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, Londor^/The records that have recently been released (m l 997) are a series 
of files which originated in the India Office's Public arid Judicial Department in London. 
However, The number' 700) have not'been published. The files themselves
are available for consultation in the Reading Room. The- flies are public records and are 
open to.:.reseaj§^|^I#|o ‘ are . required to ' apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
■Library's Reader A&iii^ioui.Offlcc.' 96 Huston Road,Lond6n NAVI 21)$.' .

'ever, since u

in London.

Thanking vou:

Yours sincerely,

M AINAK D£ 
Press & Public Affairs Adviser



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
W  MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

LOKSABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1092

TO BE ANSWERED ON 01/03/2000

RESEARCH ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE

1092. SHRI MOINUL HAS SAN I

Will the Minister of External Affairs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government have requested the Russian Government to open the 
archives to Indian scholars researching on Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose;

(b) if so, whether the Government have received any response from the Russian 
Government in this regard;

(c) whether some of the documents concerning Netaji kept under the custody of the 
U.K. Government are still denied access to scholars;

(d) if so, whether the Government have moved the concerned authorities to open up 
such papers to those who would like to go through these papers; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI JASWANT SINGH)

(a) & (b) Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the Russian 
Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with them. In 
response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8, 
1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years”. 
Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian 
Federation informed that “as a result of the investigations carried out at the Central 
Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for 
Retention and Perusal of documents on Modem History, no information whatsoever has 
come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR 
in 1945 and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents 
Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose”.

(c), (d) & (e) The British Government have informed that “virtually all British records 
relating to Subhash Chandra Bose, which are more than 30 years old, have been released 
at the Public Record Office and at the British Library”. The British Government have 
further informed that “the only papers which remain closed are: (i) a few papers in the 
files of the Intelligence and Security Agencies that do not add to the substantive account 
in the Indian Political Intelligence organisation collection; and (ii) one paper from the 
Indian Political Intelligence organisation collection which is retained on grounds of 
continuing personal sensitivity”.



Dr. R.D. Choudhury
Director General November 15, 2000

Dear Mr Prasad,

I am enclosing a copy o f the secret d o letter No.F.1.12014/13/2000-IS 9D.11I), 
dated November 8, 2000 from Ms. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary^, Ministry o f  Home 
Affairs, North Block, New Delhi regarding the declassification of "Treasures o f  Netaji" 
in connection with ongoing inquiry' into the alleged disappearance o f Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry. In her letter she has 
mentioned that "Under the Departmental Security Instructions the Department, from 
where the concerned classified document/material has originated, shall be competent to 
revise the classification/grading o f the same".

As per our records Treasures o f Netaji was received by us from Ministry' o f  
External Affairs. So the Ministry o f External Affairs becomes the originating Ministry in 
the matter

May I, therefore, request you kindly to advise whether these Treasures could be 
shown to the Commission.

With reuards.

Yours sincerely,

(R.D. Choudhury)

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary'
Ministry o f External Affairs (NGO)
South  Block- 
New Delhi
Copy to:
1 Ms. Sangita Gairola, Joint Secretary. Ministry of Home Affairs. North Block. New Delhi.
2. Shn S. Sathyamoorthy. Joint Secretary . Department of Culture. New Delhi, 
v Shri Ravi Mittal. Director. Cabinet Secretariat. Rashtrapati Bhavan. New Dclhi- 
4 Ms Humcra Ahmed. Director. Department o f Culture. New Delhi.
5. Shri G.B. Singh. Director. Ministry of Defencc. History Division. West B Block. No. 8. R.K.

Purani. Sector-1. New Dcllii-66.
5. Shn P. Mehendru. Joint Difcetbr. IB. Ministry o f Home Affairs. North Block. New Delhi. 

Shn CO Thomas. SCMMjO). Ministry of External .Affairs. South BJockj New Delhi

3TW , fcwft-110011; 3TT : 5TOTP? : 091-11-3018159, 3018046; ^  : 091-11-3019821
Janpath. New Dclhi-110011: firam : MUSKUM: Tel 091-11-3018159. 3018046: Fax : 091-11-3019821



SANGITA^GAIROL/

'Jo in t  s e c r e t a r y
TEL: 3015736

fpjtpijprt

D ear D r .  C h o u d h u ry ,

I L

y o u r

SECRET/MOST IMMEDIATE
! 12014/ 137 200 0 - I S (D.Ill)
| j Hl^cT \R<PTT
;! GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

■«j? itsrTcm
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

8th November, 2000 
" " / T & / Office of D G R

• v A  Dated £ / W V <\  \ u a ie a -r^ jy ^ ^ q ^ .,

letter No . F .DGNM-2 /2000 .Please refer
dated 2nd november, 2000 regardirtfc declassification of 
treasures of Netaji in connection with the ongoing inquiry 
i’nto the alleged disappearance of JlNetaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. As you 
are aware, under the D e p a r t m e n t a l 1 Security Instructions 
the Department,- from where the .. concerned classified 
document/material has originated, jshall be competent to 
revise the classif icat ion/grading oil, the same.. .
i ; * . . .  ; - *2;. I shall be grateful if you could have the matter
examined from the above mentio ned point of view in 
consultation with the originating department and take a 
view accordingly under intimation to.lus. V

Yours sincerely,

(SANG ROLA)

Dr. R.D. Choudhury, 
Director General, 
National Museum,
J anpa t h ,
NEW DELHI.
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Ministry of External Affairs
(CNV Division)

Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer to their OM No. 11/13012/78/2000- 
1S(US D.IV) dated November 15, 2000 regarding Lok Sabha Starred Question No 26 
regarding Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Commission. Parawise comments o f this 
Ministry are as under:-

(a) For MHA to reply.

(b) Yes Sir.

(c) The Justice Mukherjee Commission had first notified the Ministry o f External 
Affairs on August 9, 2000 about sending a representative to attend the Commission’s 
hearing on August 31, 2000. Accordingly, an officer o f the Ministry was attended the 
hearing on August 31, 2000. Thereafter, only one hearing o f the Commission has taken 
place on September 28, 2000 for which the Commission had only asked for production o f 
witnesses, if any. As this Ministry had no witness to produce and no specific directions 
from the Commission for attending this hearing by a representative o f the Ministry were 
received, no official from this Ministry attended the hearing. However, the efforts are 
being made to send a representative o f the Ministry to attend all the forthcoming hearings 
o f the Commission.

(d) For MHA to reply. ___

Ministry of Home Affairs. Kind Attn: Shri V.P. Bhatia. Linder Secretary(D.lV) 
MEA U P No. 25/4/NGO-V dated 16th November 2000



\  S C  C f j l / )
MOST IMMEDIATE 

PARLIAMENT QUESTION

No. 1 1 / 1 3 0 1 2 / 7 8 / 2 0 0 0 - IS( 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OP HOME AFFAIRS

*  *  ★  *

New D e l h i ,  t h e  15 th  November/ 2000.  

f OFFICE MEMORAt̂  DUM

S u b j e c t  : Lok Sabha P r o v i s i o n a l  S t a r r e d  Admi t t ed  Ques t i on  
Dy.No. 683 ( s i n c e  a d m i t t e d  a s  S t a r r e d  Q ue s t i on  
No. 26) f o r  r e p l y  on 2 1 . 1 1 . 2 0 0 0  by S h r i  B i r  
Singh Mahato,  MP/ r e g a r d i n g  N e t a j i  Subhas 
Chandra Bose E n q u i r y  Commission.

*  *  *  *

The u n d e r s i g n e d  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  e n c l o s e  a copy o f  t h e  
Lok Sabha S t a r r e d  Q u e s t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  above and t o  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  t h e  v i ews /c omment s  o f  y o u r  M i n i s t r y / D e p a r t m e n t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a r t  ( c )  o f  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  may p l e a s e  be p r o v i d e d  
t o  t h i s  M i n i s t r y  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  and in any c a s e  by 16 t h  
November, 2000 p o s i t i v e l y .

( V.P. BHATIA )
UNDER SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA.

(1)  Prime M i n i s t e r ' s  O f f i c e ,
(Ms. Archana R a n j a n ,  D i r e c t o r ) ,
South B l ock ,
NEW DELHI -  1 1 0  0 1 1 .

v/ /^ 2 )  M i n i s t r y  of  E x t e r n a l  Af : a i r s ,  ,
( S h r i  J a y a n t  P r a s a d ,  J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ( CNV) ,  
South B l ock ,
NEW DELHI -  1 1 0  0 1 1 .

(3)  M i n i s t r y  o f  Human R es o u’.ce Development ,  
(Dr.  Sukumar S a r k a r ,  D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l ) ,  
(Depar t ment  of  C u l t u r e )
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  I n d i a ,
J a n p a t h ,
N E W  D E L H I  - 1 1 0  0 0 1 .



(4) M i n i s t r y  of  D ef ence ,
( S h r i  G.B.  S i n g h ,  D i r e c t o r ) ,
H i s t o r y  D i v i s i o n ,  3/West  B lo c k - 8 ,  Wing-I ,  
R.K. Puram,
NEW DELHI -  110 066.

(5)  C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  
/ ( S h r i  Rakesh S a r wa l ,  

R a s h t r a p a t i  Bhavan,  
NEW DELHI.

Deputy S e c r e t a r y )

(6)  C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r i a t  (R&AW),
( S h r i  Ashok C h a t u r v e d i ,  J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ( Admn . ) 
B i k a n e r  House Annexe,
NEW DELHI.

(7)  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Bureau ,
( S h r i  V.N. Mathur ,  J o i n t  D i r e c t o r  (SA),
Nor th  Block ,
NEW DELHI.



P r i o r i t y  i n  b a l l o t  ; 
No, o t  N o t i c e s  Tabled ;

10
1

l
A D M I T T E D

IORITY QUESTION »rOR. I M 1=1 l_OK

NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA 8LSE ENQUIRY COMMISSION 

* SHRI SIR SINGH MAHATO:

will the Minister or liOMi AFFAIRS 

be pleased to state:

( a) the terms and conditions ot M.K. Mukherjee Inquiry 

Commission Constituted to unrave the mystry behind Netaji 

Subhash Chandra bose s disappearance;

bj whether the Government are cop operating with the 

Justice Mukherjee Commission;

(c ; it so, the reasons tor Union Government otticials and 

counsels not appearing before the commission tor affidavit 

and witness on successive dates vt hearing.and

(d; the time by which the Commission is likely to submit 

its report?

PROVISIONAL 3 ARRED

0 . N o . 6 8 3

Ministry to which the
day has been allotted ; HOME AFFAIRS

The question will be put down tor the 
sitting on the ; 21 1 1 -2 0 0 0



JAYANT PRASAD,
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV)

MINIS (MY Of r X I I  RNAl  AT F AIM'
NEW DELHI

No. 25/4 /N G O  Vol.V October 18.2Q.QQ

Dear Shri Sengupta,

Please refer to your letter no. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(follow  
up)/48/187 dated 08.08 .2000 and my letter of even no. dated 26 .09 .2000  
regarding submission of photocopies of the nine classified files of this 
Ministry to the Commission.

As desired by the Commission, the photocopies of the above 
mentioned nine files are being forwarded herewith for perusal by the 
Commission. These files have since been downgraded from "Top Secret" 
to " Secret". However, as the files contain some papers which are still 
sensitive , it is requested that the Commission may kindly like to use their 
discretion as to the use of such material in its report.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

—c

n .
Yours sincerely,

(Jayant Prasad)

Shri P.K.Sengupta, W B H JS(Retd ) 
Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
’B’ Block, 3,d floor,
1 1/A, Mirza Ghalib Street,
Calcutta 700 087.

Copy to Smt. Sangeeta.Gairola, Joint Secretary(IS I). Ministry of Home 
Affairs, New Delhi for information. — •— --

\y '*’5 J  ft „ I ja y V itp ra s a d )
Joint S4cpetary(CNV)
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M IN ISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW  DELHI
URGENT  

FA X

FROM : FOREIGN, NEW DELHI

TO : BRANCH SECRETARIAT, CALCUTTA 
(FAX NO. 033-2479703)

HEAD OF BRANCH SECTT. FROM JOINT SECRETARY(CNV)

IN CONNECTION WITH SOME OFFICIAL WORK, S/SHRI 
JENKINS MASIH AND ARINDAM BANERJEE, ASSISTANTS IN THE 
MINISTRY WILL BE REACHING CALCUTTA AT 1030HRS ON NOVEMBER 
15, 2000 BY RAJDHANI EXPRESS(No.2302), SHRI MASIH WILL RETURN 
ON NOVEMBER 16, 2000 BY RAJDHANI EXPRESS(No.2301) DEPARTING 
FROM CALCUTTA AT 1700 HRS.

GRATEFUL PLEASE ARRANGE RECEPTION AT HOWRAH 
STATION ON ARRIVAL AND ALSO KINDLY ARRANGE 
ACCOMMODATION FOR SHRI MASIH IN SBI GUEST HOUSE FOR ONE 
NIGHT. SHRI BANERJEE WILL BE STAYING WITH HIS PARENTS.

No-25/4/NGO Vol.-V

(JAYj0TT PRASAD) 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 

NOVEMBER 10, 2000
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No. < 9 ^ 3  /NGQ/2000 
Ministry o f External Affairs 

(NGO Section)

JS(CNV) may kindly recall that Joint Secretary (IS-1), Ministry o f 
Home Affairs had called a meeting o f various M inistries/Departments o f 
Govt, of India associated with the work o f Justice M ukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry on 04.10.2000. As directed by JS(CNV), Shri O.P. Makhija, 
US(AMS) and m yself attended this meeting on behalf o f  our Ministry. The 
points included in the agenda o f the meeting and our response to each of 
them were as under:-

(i) Examination of witnesses of the Central Government:-

On this pointj we informed the m eeting that MEA does not have any 
witnesses who could be examined by the Commission and as such we do not 
propose to supply any list o f witnesses from MEA side to the Commission.

(ii) Production of Top Secret/Secret files before the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Enquiry after declassifying the same:-

On this point we informed JS(IS-I) that MEA has already decided to 
downgrade all the MEA files pertaining to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from 
T op  Secret' to 'Secret' and supply them to the Commission. At this stage, 
JS(IS-I) suggested that while supplying the files to the Commission, we 
should alann the Commission about the sensitivity o f certain papers available 
in these files which may have some bearings on India's relations with some 
foreign countries and as also on internal security.

(iii) Taking a unanimous and unified stand on various issues before the 
Commission so as to ensure that there is no contradiction amongst 
various Departments of the G ovt of India:-

Though the action on this point is to be taken by MHA. being the 
coordinating Ministry on the matters related to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission, we, however, informed the meeting that MEA will go by the 
decision taken jointly  by various M inistries/Departments in this regard.



(iv) Claiming of privilege for Top Secret/Secret files/documents:-

We informed the meeting that at this stage we do not propose to claim 
privileges for any Top Secret/Secret files to be submitted before the 
Commission.

(v) Attending hearings of the Commission by representatives of the 
concerned Govt, of India Ministries/Departments:-

JS(IS-I) informed the meeting that at its last hearing 011 28.09.2000 the 
Commission had expressed its displeasure about non-attending of 
Commission's hearings by the representatives o f the concerned Govt, o f  India 
Ministries/Departments. JS(IS-I) was o f  the view that all concerned 
departments should consider to send their representatives to attend the future 
hearings o f the Commission.

JS(CNV) may kindly like to see for information.

(D.B. Bhati) 
Section Officer (NGO) 

09/10/00



f ^ r  w r r q - ,  Tfff 1̂ 5#
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS  

NEW  DELHI

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV)
Tel: 301-1357 & Fax : 379-2285

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V ■ November 6,2000

Dear Dr. Sarkar,

I am writing apropos letter No.JMCI/DOC/FOR/99-2000/546/310 o f November 
1st from Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry, a copy 
of which has also been endorsed to you.

2. Our Mission in London has already been in touch with the authorities o f the 
British Library who have indicated that they would be happy to assist those deputed from 
India to look at the recently declassified records (copies o f letters received from the High 
Commissipn attached for ready reference).

3. You are advised to draw an appropriate programme and maintain direct contact 
with our Mission in London. Please ensure that the copies o f the correspondence are 
endorsed to us to ensure effective coordination and liaison.

Yours sincerely,

Prasad)

Shri S. Sarkar
Director General o f Archives 
National Archives of India 
Janpath 
New Delhi.

CC : 1. Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherji Commission o f Inquiry, 
‘B ’ Block(3 floor), 11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta-700 087.

2. Ms Bhaswati Mukherji, Joint Secretary(EW), Ministry o f External 
Affairs, New Delhi. _
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J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s i o n  o f  I n q u ir y  E Iis m ;

F o r  In q u iry  In to  th e  A lle g e d  D isappearance  o f  216-2765-68 & 216-2835

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 2iM76s
£B ’ Block, (Third Floor) e-mail

11 /A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 jmcinscb@caI3.vsnl.nct.in

REGISTERED WITH A/D.

No. JlVlCl/Poe /F O R /99-2000 /56 /310 , Calcutta, dated, the 1 .1 1 .  2000?

From: S h r i  P .K .S e n g u p ta ,  WBHJS(Retd.) ,  
s e c r e t a r y

To : S h ri  J a y a n t  P r a s a d ,
J o i n t  S ec re ta ry (C N V ),
M in i s t r y  of E x te r n a l  A f f a i r s ,
South B lo ck ,
New D e lh i-11 000 1 .

S i r ,
With r e f e r e n c e  t o  y o u r  D.O, N o.25/4/N G O -vol,v  d a te d  

September 18,2000 and you r  D.O, o f  even  No. d a te d  O cto ber  
17 ,2000 , X am d i r e c t e d  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  I  had  a d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  
Dr.Sukumar S a r k a r ,D i r e c t o r  G enera l  o f  N a t io n a l  A rc h iv e s ,  
Government o f  I n d i a ,  d u r in g  my v i s i t  t o  New D elh i i n  th e  t h i r d  
week o f O c to b e r ,2000 r e g a r d in g  p e ru s a l  o f d e c l a s s i f i e d  B r i t i s h  
Government r e c o r d s  when D r. S a rk a r  r e - i t e r a t e d  h i s  e a r l i e r  
p ro p o sa l  of v i s i t  t o  th e  B r i t i s h  L ib r a r y  i n  London by a j o i n t  
team of th e  Commission and t h e  N a t io n a l  A rch ives  i n  o r d e r  t o  
f i n d  ou t w h e ther  any m a t e r i a l s  r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  i n q u i r y  of th e  
Commission i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  th e  d e c l a s s i f i e d  f i l e s  / r e c o r d s  
ly in g  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y .  Dr. S a rk a r  a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  th e  
N a t io n a l  A rch iv es  would b e a r  from i t s  own fund  th e  c o s t s  of 
o b ta in in g  c o p ie s  o f docum ents o r  f i l e s  from th e  r e c o r d s  i n  th e  
B r i t i s h  L ib r a r y .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t io n  you may a ls o  r e f e r  t o  D.O. 
N o .F .2 5 - 2 ( 9 ) /2 0 0 O .c c .  d a te d  Septem ber 5 ,2000  o f D r .S a rk a r  
ad d re ssed  t o  M s.Bhaswati M ukherjee , J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  M in i s t r y  
of E x te rn a l  A f f a i r s ,  Government o f I n d i a  (copy e n c lo s e d ) .

I am f u r t h e r  d i r e c t e d  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  a f t e r  t a k i n g  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  v iew s o f  t h e  M in is t ry  of E x te rn a l  A f f a i r s  and 
of th e  D i r e c t o r  G e n e ra l  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A rch i^v es  o f  I n d i a , i t  
h a s  b een  d e c id e d  by t h e  Commission t h a t  a programme f o r  v i s i t i n g  
th e  B r i t i s h  L ib r a r y  by a j o i n t  team  o f  th e  Commission and th e  
N a t io n a l  A rch iv es  o f  I n d i a  i n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  th e  r e l e v a n t  
p a p e r s / r e c o r d s  sh o u ld  b e  drawn up i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  th e  
D i r e c to r  of N a t io n a l  A rc h iv e s  a n d  t h e  M in i s t r y  of E x te rn a l  
A f f a i r s ,  Government o f I n d i a .

D r .S a rk a r  i s  t h e r e f o r e  b e in g  r e q u e s te d  t o  draw up a d r a f t  
programme i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  th e  M in is t ry  of E x te rn a l  A f f a i r s  
and send t h e  same t o  th e  Commission f o r  i t s  .approval as q u ic k ly  
as p o s s i b l e . f a i t h f u l  ,

Ho.JMCl/Doc/FOR/99-200 0 /5 6 /3 1 0 /0 1  ■ S W ^ u g ta .
" ' D ated : 1 .1 1 „ 20'6o.

Copy fo rw ard ed  t o  Dr.Sukum ar S a r k a r , D i r e c t o r  G en era l  o f  
N a t io n a l  A rch iv es  * N a t io n a l  A rch iv es  o f  I n d i^ .G o v t .  o f  I n d i a ,  
Janpath ,N ew  D e lh i-1 1 0 0 0 1 ,  f o r  h i s  k in d  in f o r m a t io n  and fa v o u r  
of t a k in g  n e c e s s a ry  a c t i o n  i n  th e  l i n e  n o te d \a b o v e .

. . . ' - ■ ■ ' ■ \  . -

( p fiK. Sengup ta) 
S e c re ta r y

mailto:jmcinscb@caI3.vsnl.nct.in
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DR. SUKUMAR SARKAR 
Director General of Archives 
Government of India

□ e a r  Ms, flu kh er j i  ,

You may b e  aware t h a t  Government o f  I n d i a  have  c o n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  J u s t i c e  Clukherj i  Commission o f  Inqui ry '  to i n v s t i g a t e  t h e  a l l e g e d  
d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  N e t a j i  Subhas Chandra  Bose,  \Je have r e c e i v e d  a 
r e f e r e n c e  from Sh. P , K . S e n g u p t a , S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Commission,  uho 
v i s i t e d  N a t i o n a l  Arch ives  of  I n d i a ,  some t im e  b a c k ,  i n f o r m i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  about  700 f i l e s  uhich  have  been  r e c e n t l y  t h r o u n  open f o r  
a c c e s s  to t h e  s c h o l a r s ,  and spme^of them r e l a t i n g  to N e t a j i  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y ,  London(copy o f  t h e  l e t t e r  a l ong-  
u i t h  a copy o f  l e t t e r  from B r i t i s h  High Commission,  Calcut taAXe 
e n c l o s e d  f o r  ready r e f e r e n c e ) .  These f i l e s  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  
I n d i a  O f f i c e ’s P u b l i c  and J u d i c i a l  Depar tment  i n  London and c o n t a i n  
m a t e r i a l  r e l e v a n t  to t h e  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n q u i r y .

For  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  uo rk o f  t h e  Commission,  i t  has  been 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a team of  o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  N a t i o n a l  Ar ch i ves  o f  
I n d i a  and t h e  J u s t i c e  Clukherj i  Commission o f  I n q u i r y  may v i s i t  
London and examine t h e  f i l e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y .
I s h a l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i f  you c ou l d  r e q u e s t  o u r  M i s s i on  in  London to 
t a k e  up t h e  m a t t e r  fc)kM?h t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y  
scrS^as to e na b l e  u s to uo rk o u t  tehe m o d a l i t i e s  and approach t h e  
GoA/Vrnment o f  I n d i a  f o r  t h e  a pp r o v a l  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  v i s i t  f r ^ e  
team o f  o f f i c i a l s  to London,

Ui t h  good wi shes ,

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,

s t ! ~
( S. S a r k g r  )

CIs. B h a s u a t i  Clukher j i ,
30 i n t  S e c r e t a r y ,
M i n i s t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  
South  B l oc k ,
Neu D e l h i .

Cooy to :

V 7

Shr i  P. K.Sengupta  . S e c r e t a r y  . J u s t i c e  N u kh e r j i  Commission 
I n q u i r y ,  'B 1 B l o c k ( 3 r d  f l o o r ) , 1 1 / A  Mirza  Ghal ib S t r e e t ,  
C a l c u t t a r 7 0 0 0 8 7

j x u  At 
J r  c ?  i i

( S . S a r k a r ) t - f . c\ . r7'<s~Trt>

F. 25- 2 ( 9 ) / 2 0  0 0.  CC.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
JANPATH, NEW  DELHI - 110 001

Tele No. 3383436 
Fax : 0091- 11- 3384127 
E m ail: archives@ren02.nic.in 
Website : http//nationalarchives.nic.in

Dated the u o o c ? .2 0 « /

1

mailto:archives@ren02.nic.in


No. Q /P C /723 /1 /2000  
G overnm ent of India 

Ministry of External Affairs 
(P C -I Section)

New Delhi, 6lh Novernber,
ORDER

Subject: Temporary Duty to Calcutta of Shri Jenkins Masih, Asstt. at Hqrs -
Grant of advances.

Sanction of the President is accorded to the payment of Rs.3,000/- (Rupees three thousand 
only) to Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant in the Ministry in connection w M  his temporary duty to 
Calcutta,

2. i) Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant may please submit his transfer TA claim within one month 
since the completion of the journey.

ii) Failure to comply with above requirement will entail not only the forefiture of the claim but 
also recovery of the entire TA advance from his pay bill or any other dues in One instalment 
alongwith interest as stipulated in Sub- Rules (2) of Rule 173 of the General Rnacial R^®s (1963) 
read with GOI decision No. (2) there under introduced vide correction No. (5! list of 
amendments). If due to unforseen circumstances, the TA claim cannot be submitted within the 
prescribed period of one month, he should intimate the position stating Ûl| facts and devils of the 
calim to Administration well in advance for consideration.

6. The advance referred to in para 1 above debitable to A/C No.2052-Sectt. General 
Services(Major Head) 00.90 Sectt.(Minor Head) 02-MEA-Local Tours.

r
7. Certified t h a t i :

i) Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant is permanent Government Servant.
j  |

ii) TA advance drawn by him on pre .ious occasion has already been settled.
• i

8. This issues under the powers ves' d in this Ministry vide»Ruie 222 ° f the G e n ia l Financial 
Rules (1963).

Adm in istra tive
Copy to

1. The controller of Accounts, MEA, New Delhi.
2. Shri Jenkins Masih, Asstt., C/O NGO Section, MEA..
3. Cash- IV/PC/PC (PR) Sections.
4. Cash-I (3 sics)..
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D r . R . D . C h o u d h u r y  
D i r e c t o r  G e n e r a l

P h o n e :  3 0 1 8 1 5 9

m r z r m

NATIONAL M USEUM

N o . F . D G N M - 2 / 2 0 0 0

D e a r  Ms G a i r o l a ,  i

' I h i s  r e f e r s  to P M O ' s  letter- N o . l 6 ( 4 ) 2 0 0 0 - N G 0  r e g a r d i n g
d e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t r e a s u r e s  of N e t a j i  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the 
i n q u i r y  i n t o  t he a l l e g e d  d i ^ a p p e a r e n c e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e  w h i c h  is b e i n g  i n q u i r e d  .into by J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m i s s i o n .

. In t hi s  c o n t e x t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C u l t u r e  d e s i r e d  t h a t  I m ay
c o n s u l t  the M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  for a d v i s e  in the f ir s t
i n s t a n c e . i ' ' j

: * i
. ;  •• '

I s h a l l  be g r a t e f u l  if y ou  k i n d l y  i n f o r m  w h e t h e r  t h e s e
t r e a s u r e s  c o u l d  be s h o w n  to t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

^
' W i t h  r e g a r d s ,  '

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

( R . D . C h o u d h u r y )

u

Ms". S a n g i t a  G a i r o l a  
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ( I S - l )  
M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  
N o r t h  B l o c k  
N e w  D e l h i - 1 1 0 0 0 1

Copy t o :

1
S e c r e t a r y ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r i a t ,

1. S h r i  S .S a t y a m o o r t h y , J o i n t  
C u l t u r e , S h a s t r i  B h a w a n ,  N e w  D e l h i
2. S h r i  Ravi M i t t a l ,  D i r e c t o r ,
R a g h t r i y a p a t i  B h a w a n ,  N e w  D e l h i .  ,
3. M s . H u m e r a  A h m e d ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C u l t u r e ,  S h a s t r i  

7 j ^  B h a w a n ,  N ew  D e l h i  w . r . f .  to he r l e t t e r  d a t e d  3 . 1 0 . 2 0 0 0 .
4. S h r i  G.B. S i n g h ,  D i r e c t o r ,  M i n i s t r y  of D e f e n c e ,  H i s t o r y  
D i v i s i o n ,  W e s t  B B l o c k  No. 8, R. K . Pursrn S e c t o r - 1 ,  N e w  D e l h i ~ 6 6
5. S h r i  P . M e h e n d r u ,  J o i n t  D i r e c t o r ,  IB , M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  
A f f a i r s ,  N o r t h  B l o c k ,  N e w  D e l h i .  ‘

. S h r i  S . T h o m a s , S 0 ( N G 0 )  M i n i s t r y  of L X t e r n a l  A f f a i r s , S o u t h  

B l o c k  , N ew  D e l h i .

( R .D . C h o u d h u r

5TWT, ^  F^cvft-110011; rfR: TfJTPT'?PT; p i :  3019272, 3019322; 3019R21 rdchoudh< »ndf.V SN L .nct in
Janpath, New D elhi-! 1001 I; G ram : M U SEUM ; Tel: 3019272. ^019^22: fa x : 3019821; E m ail: rd rhoudh® ndf.V S N L  net in



No. Q/PC/723/1/2000 
Ministry o f External Affairs 

(PC Section)

New Delhi, the 1st November, 2000

ORDER "•

Subject: Visit of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants to Calcutta 
from November 14 to 16, 2000.

Sanction of the President is hereby accorded to the visit of S/Shri Jenkin Masih 
and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants to Calcutta as per the entitled class of train journey. 
They will be entitled to the following : -

i) DA as per entitlement
ii) Accommodation as per entitlement

2. The expenditure involved is debitable to A/c No. 2052-Sectt. General Services 
(Major Head) 00.90 Sectt (Minor Head)-02-MEA~Local Tours.

3. The passage of Shri Arindam Banerjee will be adjusted against LTC as he is also 
availing the LTC for the block year 1998 -  99.

4. This issues in exercise of powers delegated to this Ministry and with the approval 
of Director (Finance) vide NGO Section Dy. No. 8823/NGO/OO dated 20.10.2000.

r ^
i ;

(A.K. Bhatnaglr)
, Under Secittary to the Govt, of India

H

Copy to : i

1. Controller of Accounts^MEA, New Delhi.
2. US(Cash)/TG/NG0-Sections, MEA, New Delhi.
3. Shri Jenkins Masih, Assistant, NGO Section, MEA, New Delhi.
4. Shri Arindam Banerjee, Assistant, NGO Section, MEA, New Delhi.



cfo?>6 J rJ o ^o fo o

Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO Section

Kindly refer to our note D No. 8823/N G O /2000 dated 20.10.2000, 
regarding the issue of sanction for deputation of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam  
Banerjee, Assistants in NGO to Calcutta.

According to the revised programme, Shri Masih & Shri Banerjee will be 
travelling to Calcutta by train leaving Delhi on 14.11.2000. While Shri Masih will be 
returning by train leaving Calcutta on 16.11.2000, Shri Banerjee will be staying back at 
Calcutta due to some urgent family requirements and returning by train leaving Calcutta 
on 08.12.2000 after availing of Earned leave.

Shri Banerjee will be availing of Home town LTC and hence his tickets 
(both forward and return) will be adjusted against the LTC for the block years 1998-99  
(extended period) while Shri Masih will be proceeding on official tour.

PC Section may kindly issue sanction accordingly at the earliest.

/

j s ( C N v r ^

AO(PC)

(D.B.Bhati) 
Section Officer(NGO) 

October 31, 2000

A"



Jt^C nofoO  

^ ' , ID
Ministry of External Affairs 

NGO Section

Kindly refer to our note D No. 8823 /N G O /2000  dated 20 .10 .2000 , 
regarding the issue of sanction for deputation of S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam  
Banerjee, Assistants in N G O  to Calcutta.

According to the revised programme, Shri Masih & Shri Banerjee will be  
travelling to Calcutta by train leaving Delhi on 14.11.2000. W hile Shri Masih will be 
returning by train leaving Calcutta on 16 .11 .2000 , Shri Banerjee will be staying back at 
Calcutta due to some urgent family requirements and returning by train leaving Calcutta 
on 08 .12 .2000  after availing of Earned leave.

Shri Banerjee will be availing of Hom e town LTC and hence his tickets 
(both forward and return) will be adjusted against the LTC for the block years 1998-99  
(extended period) while Shri M asih will be proceeding on official tour.

PC Section may kindly issue sanction accordingly at the earliest.

/

JSICNV)

(D B B hatij~  
Section O fficer(NG O ) 

October 31, 2000

AO(PC)



8 S,S?> \ n U\C> L o 
Ministry of External Affairs 

NGO Section
■kick

PC Section may kindly issue the requisite sanction for deputation o f  
S/Shri Jenkins M asih and Arindam Banerjee, A ssistants in NGO to Calcutta as per 
details provided in the notes containing adm inistrative and financial approvals 
w hich'i& placed below. They are expected to leave Delhi on 24th October, 2000 and 
return from Calcutta on 26th October, 2000.

i k x W M Q .

----tCO'THomasT
Section O fficer (N GO) 

O ctober 20, 2000

<As
AO(PC)

A separate copy, w ithout enclosures, to TG section for m aking bookings in
-  Rajdhani Express on the above m entioned dates as per details given below:

24th October 2000 : New Delhi -  Howrah
26lh October 2000: Howrah -  New  Delhi



1

SECRET

Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division

■ W k

The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji has asked the Ministry to send them photocopies of 
classified files available in NGO on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Foreign 
Secretary has separately approved forwarding of these files to the Commission. As 
the files are classified, S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants in 
NGO are deputed to Calcutta by train to carry these files personally in a sealed 
diplomatic bag and hand them over to the Commission. S/Shri Masih and Banerjee 
shall be travelling as per the entitled class of train journey. They may return to 
Delhi the next day of their reaching Calcutta.

Director (Finance) may please approve.

(Ja^aht Prasad) 
Joint Secrefary(CNV) 

October 18, 2000

Director (Fin.)

%  I  l & l Z f r i s O



Ministry of External Affairs 
CNV Division

* jfesfe

The Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji has asked the Ministry to send them photocopies of 
classified files available in NGO on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Foreign 
Secretary has separately approved forwarding of these files to the Commission. As 
the files are classified, S/Shri Jenkins Masih and Arindam Banerjee, Assistants in 
NGO are deputed to Calcutta by train to carry these files personally in a sealed 
diplomatic bag and hand them over to the Commission. S/Shri Masih and Banerjee 
shall be travelling as per the entitled class of train journey. They may return to 
Delhi the next day of their reaching Calcutta.

JS(AD) may please approve.

(Alok Prasad) 
Joint Secretary (CNV/AMS) 

October 20, 2000

TS



Tel:301-1357 & Fax: 379-2285

Jayant Prasad M INISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
Joint Secretary(CNV) NEW  DELHI

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V October 17, 2000

Dear Shri Sengupta,

This is further to our letter o f even number dated September 18, 2000 
regarding the de-classified British Government records that might have some bearing 
on the mandate of the Commission.

2. At our behest, our High Commission had promptly written to British 
Foreign Office in the matter. The Foreign Office, in turn, contacted the Head o f the 
Oriental India Office Library Collections at the British Library. The Head o f the 
India Office Library has conveyed that he would welcome a visit from the National 
Archives of India and/or Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry to examine the 
records. The High Commission has further been informed that these files have 
additionally been transferred to microfiche, which can be purchased should there be 
a further need to study the information back in India. We are now inquiring about the 
purchase price o f the microfiche records.

3. Meanwhile, the High Commission also received a letter from the Oriental 
and India Office Collections o f the British Library regarding the preparations that 
will be required to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherjee will be successful. I 
am enclosing a self-explanatory copy o f this letter.

4. We are now awaiting the response of the Commission to the suggestions 
made by us for an in situ examination o f the newly available declassified British 
records. *

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary
Justice Mukherji Commission o f Inquiry 
Calcutta.

CC : S!l}ri Nareshwar Dayal, High Commissioner o f India, London.

Yours sincerely, 

Jayant Prasad

T
k .  i n
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Phone:
V^jj—  \  *a ■ u> ^ K ®  .

J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y
For  Inquiry Into  th e  A lleged  D isappearance  of 

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
‘B ’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

7 < n ? /

7dj ‘r o

Chairman — 216-2835
Secretary -  216-2767
Officer on
Special Duty -  216-2765
Office -216-2766/68

No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(Follow-up)/48(Vo.lI)/28 Dated the 10 1 0ctober2000

8 7 3 o j N ^ o J o oFrom :
Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.) 
Secretary

To
The Secretary
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001

Subject Strict compliance with the orders/directions contained in 
the proceedings dated 28.09.2000 read with the 
proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000 and 31.08.2000 
of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry.

Sir,

I am sending herewith a copy o f the proceedings dated 28.09.2000 o f the Commission 

containing its orders and directions for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the 

Commission.

Copies o f the proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 13.06.2000 and 31.08.2000 o f the 

Commission were sent to your office earlier.

Yours faithfully,

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary

Fax : 0091-033-216-2765 * e-m ail . jmtinscb'aeal3 .fsnl.nct.itV'j M  i

^  r f T v °



Proceedings datecf28.09.2000 (Fourth)
Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe'Building, Mahajati Sadan, 

166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007

September 28, 2000 At the commencement of the hearing lit is found that no .witness on

behalf of-the Government of India is present even though in the earlier order 

dated August 31*2000 they were asked to produce.their witnesses, if any, 

on the next date of hearing, i.e. today, for their examination before 

examination of o th e r. witnesses. Since, neither any officer of the 

Government of India nor any Counsel on their behalf is present nor has any 

communication been received to explain their stand in this regard, the 

Commission is left with no other alternative but to presume that the 

Government of India do not intend to examine any witness. With this 

presumption, the Commission proceeds to examine the two witnesses 

present.

2. Examination of Witnesses

(a)

(b)

Sri Nilanjan Bose and Sri Ardhendu Sarkar are examined on

oath and cross-examined as witness Nos. 4 and 5 respectively.

Xerox copies of a report in Bartaman, a Bengali daily dated March

21,1999 and of a news item in the Sunday Statesman dated January

22, 1989 are marked as T  and 'Y(1)| for identification, on admision 
. i . . - 

by the witness Nos. 4 and 5 respectively.

(i)

Of the.bther three witnesses summoned to depose today -

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose sent a letter to the Secretary to 

the Commission on September 22, 2000 stating, inter-aiia, as 

follows :
i

"Since the end of World War Ii in August 1945 till 
i

to day I have not received any direct information from

him (Netaji) or about; him. I have no personal
l

knowledge as to the issues referred to the Commission, 

am therefore not competent to depose in this matter.";

Sri Anindya Sengupta also sent a letter intimating that 

he was indisposed and as such is u.nabie to be present to

day but has made a request (o fix another date for his 

examination; and

a r i r i



. (iii) Shri Suman Chattopadhyaya has not appeared nor sent

any communication explaining; his failure to appear, even
.  * ’ i •

though summons were duly served at his office address by
■ i

registered post. '

(c) Since from the contents of the letters of Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose it 

appears that no useful purpose will be served by examining him he 

need not be re-summoned. Let fresh summons be served upon Shri 

Anindya Sengupta and Shri Suman Chattopadhyaya for their 

examination before this Commission on the next date of hearing 

intimating them that if they fail to appear this time as well without any 

justifiable reason, appropriate legal action may be taken against them 

for their such failure.

(d) The following persons be also summoned to testify before the
• . • '  .

Commission on the next date of hearing: • •
. * \

. ' t *• Ii .

i) Shri Barun Sengupta, Editor, “Bartaman",

ii) Shri Pabitra Kumar Ghosh, Journalist, "Bartaman”,

iii) Dr. Purabi Roy, 47C Abdul Halim Lane, Calcutta 700 016,

iv) Shri Jayanta Roy, Hemanta Basu Bhawan, 49C,

Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 012,

. ‘ ‘ and

v) Sm t Prabha Jagannathan, Correspondent, Formerly of The

• Telegraph and now of the Economic Times, 105/7A, S.N.

Banerjee Road, Calcutta 700 013

' 3. Further orders/directions ■

s.* .' ■
\

On conclusion of the examination of the witnesses, the parties/their 

representatives who are present have been heard on the status report 

prepared on September 26, 2000 and circulated amongst them before

j . C on td ...p /3



commencement of the hearing today. After such hearing and perusing all 

the materials received. from the Central Government and the State
Government since the last date of hearing, the Commission makes the

*  1 • .
' . . ' , .. ~ |t ----------- |H|- ... | II- .1— - ■ -  — ■» »■ — — -I— ■■ , ■

following further o r d e r s / d i r e c t i o n s j

. a) Even though in paragraph E of the order dated August 31, 2000 there 

was an express direction that all informations to be furnished in terms

thereof must be supported by affidavit of a competent officer not
1 • !

below the rank of a Joint Secretary to .'the Government of India, the 
• i

v  Prime Minister’s office-has sent an affidavit sworn by an Under
. ■ . i ,

Secretary of that office in purported compliance of paragraph A of the 

said order. The Commission therefore does not-take any notice of 

the contents thereof; and calls upon the said office once more to 

strictly comply with the orders/directions issued on August 31, 2000.

b) (i) In compliance of paragraph B(i) of the order dated August 

31, 2000, some papers reportedly relating to the Khosla

• Commission have been sent by the Ministry of Home Affairs

and received by the office of the Commission without 

. verifying the contents thereof. In expectation that some 

representative of the Ministry will be present today to identify 
# *

■ . those documents and prove their authenticity, the same 

have been brought to the venue of the Commission’s 

hearing. But, as already mentioned, no one is there to'

■ represent the Government of India and for that matter the

Ministry concerned.

(ii) . A communication has been received from the Ministry 

seeking time til! November 15, 2000 to produce the papers

. referred to in paragraph B(ii). The prayer is allowed.
• ■ ■ . ■ !  .

^  (iii) Under orders of the Commission, a letter was sent by its 

Secretary on August 25, 2000 to produce the following 

docum ents:



(a)(a) A xerox copy of the letter said to be sent by General

Chiang-kai-Sheikh to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru about

an inquiry reportedly made by the Government of

. Nationalist China at Taipei regarding the alleged
' '  - . 1

plane-crash involving Netaji along with a xerox copy of

' . the said Inquiry Report; '■ and >

(b)(b) A xerox copy of the report dated 31st December,

- 1945 of Shri B.C. Chakravarty (Witness No. 168 before

Justice Khosla Commission of Inquiry) on alleged air- 

crash and alleged death of Netaji Subhas Chandra 

. . Bose which was counter-signed by Col. Stevenson

■ . and sent to the CSDIC as referred to in the published

report of the Commission; 

but those documents have not yet been produced.

¥  • ■ •
c) None of the directions contained in para C(i) and (ii) o f ’ the

■ abovequoted order has been complied with except that a letter has

been received from the Ministry of External Affairs to-day (when the

. ' ’ Commission was holding its sitting) wherein it is stated that they are 
• • • ’ . * • » •

preparing, photocopies of the nine top-secret files referred to in
-----------  : 7--------— -------------------------*---------------- ------ -------1------------1-------------------- — ------- — ------------------- -

paragraph C(ii),of-the order dated August 31, 2000.
■  ------------ ------------------------------- -— —i— -----------------—

.» .. ■ • ; .
d) Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary, Home (Political)

• ' , • ' ' ' t

Department who is present today has produced some Index Books 

but no affidavit has been filed in terms of para ‘E’ of the order dated 

August 31, 2000. Let the Index Books be kept with the office of the 

Commission and be not returned without leave of the Commission. 

The prayer of Shri Bhattacharya for time to file affidavit is allowed.

e) It is rather unfortunate that even though as far back as on March 23, 

2000, the Commission passed comprehensive orders and directions 

regarding sending of files and documents to this Commission by the 

related Ministries/Departments/Offices, the same have not yet been



5

fully complied with. In this connection, the attention of the above 

authorities is drawn to the following portion of the order dated June

• .-13,2000:- ' : *

"It is made abundantly clear that in case of failure to comply 

with the same by the aforesaid date, the Commission may be

; reluctantly compelled to invoke the provisions of Section 5(4) of
* * 1 . . ••

the Commission of Inquiry Act, ;1952 against the recalcitrant

officers of the Government, both;Central and State. It is also 

made clear that since the orders/directions passed in the 

proceedings by the Commission are in exercise of statutory -  

and not administrative -  powers, no correspondence will 

henceforth be entertained relating to the compliance thereof. 

However, in respect of any matter relating to the compliance 

with the directions/orders of the Commission, the concerned

• Government may. approach the Commission by making formal 

applications supported by affidavits before the Commission 

through, competent officers, not below the rank of Joint 

' . Secretary to the Government of India."

f) The above orders/directions must be complied with by November 15, 

' 2000. , •

4. NEXT HEARING
) , ,

. I

The.next hearing of the Commission will be held on November 23, 

2000 at 11 A.M. in the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166
»

Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007. ;

(M.K. Mukherjee) 
Chairman.



Vikas Swarup 
Counsellor (Pol.)
T el: (00-44-20) 7836 8484 Extii. 164
Fax: (00-44-20) 7836 6695
E-Mail: 106332.3624(® Com puServe, com

THE HIGH COM M ISSION OF INDIA
INDIA HOUSE 

/  ALDWYCH

<m r < r r  c F * f r s n p r

LONDON WC2B 4NA

26th September, 2000
Lon/Pol/103/17/00

Further to my message of even num ber dated 22nd September, 
2000 regarding possible visit by members o f the Justice Mukherji 
Commission to London, I am enclosing herewith a copy o f a letter 
received from the Oriental and India Office Collections of the British 
Library.

Yours sincerely,

(Vil p)

y Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary(CNV) 0 r  
M inistry of External Affairs 
NEW  DELHI



T H E  B R I T I S H  LI BR ARY

O RIEN TAL A N D  IN D IA  O FF IC E  
C O L L E C T IO N S

Mr S K Mandal
The High Commission of India
India House
Aldwych
London
WC2B 4NA

%  E U S T O N  RO A D  
L O N D O N  N W I 2D H 7S40 
'telephone 020 7412 
Viia 020 7412 7(>41/7858

Dear Mr Mandal

Following a telephone conversation with Miss Travis, 1 am writing to explain the preparations that 
will be necessary to ensure that the visit by the Justice Mukherji Commission will be successful. 1 
have discussed the visit with Graham Shaw and we are agreed that they will find it most 
convenient to obtain British Library readers’ passes as they will then be able to use our reading 
room. This will give them the flexibility to come and go as they please within our opening hours of 
9-30 to 17-00 Tuesday to Saturday and 10-00 to 17-00 on Mondays.

If you can let me know the names of the members of the Commission who will be visiting, I can 
authorise the application forms in advance. However, the individual members will need to fill in 
the rest of the form on arrival and go to the Reader Admissions Office to be photographed and 
have the pass produced. If you can let me know the date and time of their arrival, either 1 or a 
colleague will meet them and help them through the admissions process.

You may be interested to know that the records of the Indian Political Intelligence have just been 
filmed and will shortly be available as a micro-fiche publication. It is not necessary to buy the 
whole series -  one can buy only those of specific interest.

1 shall be absent for most of this week and next. On my return I shall be happy to cooperate in 
making the visit go smoothly.

Yours sincerely

Mrs P A Brook
Head of India Office Records
E-mail: penny.brook@bl.uk

mailto:penny.brook@bl.uk


Vikas Swarup 
Counsellor (Pol.)
Tel.: (00-44-20) 7836 8484 Extn. 164
Fax: (00-44-20) 7836 6695
E-Mail: 106332.3624@compuserve.com

Lon/Pol/103/17/00

T O  JFJ w r t
H  'r-f

THE HIGH COM M ISSION OF INDIA
INDIA HOUSE 

ALDWYCH
LONDON WC2B 4NA

22nd September, 2000

j /

£ur ^

Refer your fax of Septem ber 18 regarding declassified British 
governm ent records required by the Mukherjee Commission.

W e had written to the Foreign Office, who in turn contacted the 
Head of the Oriental and India Office Library Collections at the British 
Library. The Head of the India O ffice Library would welcom e a visit 
from the National A rchives o f India and/or Justice Mukherji 
Comm ission of Inquiry to exam ine them. W e have also been 
informed that these files have additionally been transferred to 
m icrofiche, which can be purchased should there be a further need to 
study the information back in India.

I have requested Mr. G raham Shaw, the Head of the India Office 
Library Collection to inform me of the purchase price and will revert to 
you after hearing from him.

v /

Yours sincefely. 

(V ikas sw arup)

A
Shri Jayant Prasad, 
JS(CNV)
Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW  DELHI

mailto:106332.3624@compuserve.com
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Immediate

N o.I-12014/13/2000-IS(D.III) 
Government o f  India 

Ministry o f  Home Affairs 
IS-I Division 

* * *

Dated, the 28th September, 2000.

Justice Mukherjee Commission o f Inquiry set up by the Government 
in connection with the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra bose 
has conveyed some directions to various M inistries/Departments/Authorities 
for production o f classified files/documents before the Commission. In this 
connection, this Ministry has received certain references from various 
quarters like PMO, MEA, Cabinet Secretariat and others. Taking into 
consideration, the reflected view points o f  these quarters and the perception 
o f MHA also in the matter, we have since mentioned to the Commission that 
all aspects pertaining to the subject m atter are under our examination and we 
will let the Commission know about the final position shortly. In fact, we 
have sought time from the Commission till 15lh o f November, 2000 while 
mentioning at the same time that m ost likely we will respond to the 
Commission even earlier.

2. Having regard to this background, it has been decided that all o f  us 
should jo in  hands to sort out matters in proper perspective on the basis o f 
our cumulative wisdom. Accordingly, there will be a meeting in the 
Chamber of Joint Secretary(IS-I) in room N o.192,1st floor, North Block,

. New Delhi on 4.10.2000 at 11 a.m. which should be attended by all 
concerned. Your presence in the m eeting is requested. Kindly come up with 
adequate brief in respect o f  matters at your end. I

^  (A^K-. Paitandy)
Director(IS-l)

Shri Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), MEA, New Delhi.
*\jsC ^ 0 2 .  Ms. Archana Ranjan, Director, PMO, New Delhi. 

l’y \ , ,  3. Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.
Shri P.P. Nautiyal, Addl. Deputy Director, IB, New Delhi.

Copy to JS(IS-I) for her kind information.



A G E N D A  F Oi < T H u  S T I N G  O N J U S T I C E  M U K H E R J E E  C O M M I S S I O N

OF I N Q U  FR Y  T O  lili' jiiEL D  ON  4 - 1 0 - 2 Q Q 0

(i) l'..\ am i n,i I s,̂: n 1' w i t n e s s e s  of the C e n t r a l
i ;;i \ ■ i“ i-iv.ii.- •-«!' :i;

(ii) P ro d uc  t i O'.!,:: o 1 Top S e c r e  t / S e c r o  t f i l e s  b e f o r e  the 

J u s t i c e  NtoKherjee C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y  a f t e r
d e c  1 a s s i f y  t n g  t he s a m e ;

( i i i )  T a k i n g  a u n a n i m o u s ' 1 a n d  u n i f i e d  s t a n d  on v a r i o u s  
i s s u e s  b a . : ; r e  the C o m m i s s i o n  s o  a s  to e n s u r e  that 
t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  a m o n g s t  v a r i o u s  

' Depar t ! ! ! - . -  •' •/ o f  t he G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a  on v a r i o u s
p o i n t s ;  '

{ i v) C l a i m i n g  pf p r i v i l e g e  for T o p  Sec re t / S e c r e  t 
f i 1 es/dacu,.<uent s - R e l e v a n t  r u l e s  on  c l a i m i n g
p r i v i  1 e g o  ;

( v) Attending. h e a r i n g s  of  the C o m m i s s i o n  b y  
r e p r e s e n t . !  - i v e s  o f  the c o n c e r n e d  G o v t ,  o f  I n d i a
D e p a r t m e n t  ,



CRASH

yt)
From : Foreign, New Delhi 

To : Branch Secretariat, Calcutta.

Shri M.Hansda, Head of Branch Sectt. FROM D.B.Bhati, SO(NGO)

AS D ISC U SSED  W IT H  YO U ON PHONE, FAXED HEREW ITH IS M O ST IM MEDIATE  
LETTER  A D D R ESSED  TO  SHRI P .K.SENGUPTA. SECRETARY. JUSTICE  
M UKHERJEE C O M M ISSIO N  OF INQUIRY. B-BLOCK (3 RD FLOOR). 11/A. M IRZA  
GHALIB STREET. CALCUTTA . AS DESPITE  OF OUR BEST EFFO RTS, W E HAVE  
N O T BEEN ABLE TO FAX TH E A TTACHED LETTER TO  THE CO M M ISSION, IT IS 
R EQ U ESTED  TH A T TH E LETTER M AY KINDLY BE DELIVERED TO SHRI 
S E N G U PTA  TODAY.

W ARM  REGARDS

Section Officer(NGO) 
September 27, 2000



TPAt O-USSIOt t VEPIF1CATI ON REPORT

TIME: 27/0S/COOO



s
MOST IMMEDIATE

JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV)

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V September 26, 2000

Please refer to your letter No. JMCI/Meeting-Procedings(follow-up)/48/187 
dated 08.08.2000 regarding submission of photocopies of the nine classified files of this 
Ministry to the Commission.

As per the directions of the Commission, this Ministry has already initiated 
action about photocopying etc. of the said files and the photocopies will be sent to the 
Commission shortly.

This is for interim information of the Commission.

Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary,
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
Calcutta.
(Fax K°-. 0 3 3 - 2A & 2 .-T6 5 ,)



MOST IMMEDIATE 
RET ,

JAYANT PRASAD 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV)

f j
No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V September 25, 2000

Dear Shri Paitandy, 4%

Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, vide there letter No.JMCI/Meeting- 
Proceeding(Follow-up)/48(Vol.ll)/243(5) dated 06.09.2000 pertaining to the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 31.08.2000, has directed to produce all the Top Secret 
files(in original) of this Ministry mentioned in our letter No. 25/4/NGO  -V o l.V  dated 
01.03.2000 before the Commission for inspection. W e therefore propose to submit these 
files to the Commission in original after retaining their photocopies with us.

I shall be grateful if your no objection for producing the above mentioned files in 
original before the Commission is conveyed to us expeditiously preferably within two days of 
the issue of this letter.

Yours sincerely

Shri A. K. Paitandy, 
Director(IS-l),
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi.

" T



J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y
For  Inquiry In to  th e  A lleged  D isappearance  of

N e ta jt  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  Bo s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

Phone:
216 -2765-68  &  216-2835  

F ax :
216-2765
E-Maii

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net. in

No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings(Follow-up)/48(Vol.II)/243(5) Calcutta, dated, 06.09 2000

reg is tered w it h  a d.
From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), 

Secretary

To
The Secretaty
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government o f India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001

Subject Strict compliance with the orders/directions contained 
in the proceedings dated 31.08.2000 read with the 
proceedings dated 23.03.2000 and 13.06.2000 of Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry.

Sir,

I am sending herewith a copy of the proceedings dated 31.08.2000 o f the Commission 

containing its orders and directions for your perusal and compliance thereof as directed by the 

Commission.

Copies of the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 and 13.06.2000 of the Commission were 

sent to your office earlier.

Enclo: As stated above.

Yours faithfully,

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary

mailto:jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net


P ro c ee d in g s  d a ted  3 1 .0 8 .2 0 0 0  (Third)
Held at the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 

166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007

August 31, 2000 After perusal of the files/documents still now made available to the 

Commission and hearing the parties and/or their representatives present, 

the following directions are given to the authorities noted below :

A. P R IM E  M IN IS T E R 'S  O F F IC E /S E C R E T A R IA T

(i) While sending photocopies of seven files marked as Top

Secret/Secret’ with a forwarding letter No. G-16(4)/200C)-NGO dated 

July 24, 2000 (also marked ‘Top Secret/Secret’) addressed to the 

Secretary of the Commission, a Director of the Prime Minister's 

office, South Block, New Delhi has made the following request:

“It is further requested that while information contained in the 

Top Secret’ papers may be made use of by the Commission, in 

camera, since these are classified as Top Secret’, they may kindly 

consider not publishing the same."

Viewed in that context, the above office/secretariat is directed 

to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being claimed 

against the disclosure of the contents thereof, more so, when the 

Commission is holding a public enquiry and its report will be a public 

document and the contents of those files may have an important 

bearing.

(iii)

The above office will let this Commission know whether any of 

the files/records relevant to the terms of reference of this Commission 

has been destroyed and, if so, details thereof and why, when and 

where they were destroyed and whether copies of the documents 

contained therein have been kept or maintained.

In spite of directions contained in paragraph a(i) read with 

paragraph (b) of the order of this Commission dated March 23, 2000 

read with the order dated June 13, 2000, the above office/Secretariat 

has not filed any affidavit regarding the availability of files/documents 

mentioned in the aforesaid paragraph a(i).

Con td ... p/2
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B. M IN ISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

In spite of the directions of the Commission contained in its 

orders dated March 23, 2000 and June 13, 2000, the complete 

original records of the entire proceedings of Justice Khosla 

Commission of Inquiry, including the evidence recorded by and 

documents produced before the said Commission, have not been 

sent. '

In his affidavit dated June 20,2000, the Director (IS-I) attached to 

the Ministry of Home Affairs has stated, inter alia, that in their Ministry 

only the files regarding bringing back of the presumed ashes of Netaji 

kept in Renkoji Temple in Tokyo in Japan and posthumous 

announcement of award of ‘Bharat Ratna’ to Netaji are available, and 

according to the deponent, those files do not have any direct bearing 

on the on-going inquiry of the Commission. Notwithstanding the 

above observation, the Ministry of Home Affairs is directed to submit 

those files before the Commission immediately.

In spite of earlier directions of the Commission contained in the 

orders of the Commission dated March 23, 2000 and June 13, 2000, 

the complete original records of the entire proceedings of Shah Nawaz 

Khan Committee of Inquiry including the evidence recorded by and the 

documents produced before the said Committee, have not been sent.

Along with his letter No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.V dated March 1, 2000 

(marked Top Secret'), Joint Secretary (CNV) has given a list of some 

files marked T op  Secret’. The Ministry is directed to produce the said 

files in original before the Commission for its inspection and also 

explain why those files are still being treated as Top Secret’, more so, 

when the Commission is holding a public enquiry and its report will be 

a public document and the contents of those files may have an 

important bearing.

C. MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS



D. GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 

Secretary to the Home Department, Government of West Bengal, is 

directed to produce the original Index Books, together with xerox copies 

thereof, relating to the files detailed in Annexure ‘B’ to the affidavit dated July 

28, 2000 filed by Shri Aloknath Bhattacharyya, Special Secretary to the 

Government of west Bengal, Home (Political) Department. The Index Books 

shall not be taken back without the leave of the Commission.

E. COMPLIANCE WITH THE ABOVE ORDERS/DIRECTIONS 

All informations to be furnished in terms of the above 

orders/directions must be supported by affidavits of competent officers, 

not below the rank of a Joint Secretary to the Government of India, and 

filed by September 26, 2000. All files/documents, in terms of the above 

orders/directions, must be produced also by the same date.

F. EXAM INATION OF W ITNESSES

(i) The Government of India is directed to produce its witnesses, if 

any, on the next date of hearing for their examination, before the 

Commission examines witnesses cited by other parties.

(ii) Of the witnesses cited by the other parties, let the following 

witnesses be summoned to appear on the next date of hearing :

1. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, Netaji Research Bureau, Calcutta

2. Shri Suman Chattopadhyay, Executive Editor, Ananda Bazar 

Patrika, Calcutta.

3. Shri Ardhendu Sarkar, formerly of Bharat Heavy Engineering Corpn.

4. Shri Anindya Sengupta, Columnist, The Statesman, Calcutta.

5. Shri Nilanjan Basu, Reporter, Bartaman, Calcutta.

(iii) As regards the other witnesses cited by them, appropriate 

directions as to who of them will be examined and when, will be 

notified in due course.

G. NEXT HEARING

The next hearing of the Commission will be held on September 28, 
2000 at 11 A.M. in the Seminar Hall, Annexe Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166 
Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007.



PRIM E M IN IS T E R 'S  O FFIC E

J
TIM E BOUND

'  ( t 's /w i \*2*------—

'2~l ,£v  a ^ .
S O U TH  BLOCK  
N E W  D E LH I-110011.

Subject:- Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry appointed to 
enquire into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose- Declassification of records.

Reference is invited to this Office U.O. of even number date  
14*715* September, 2000, on the subject mentioned above.

2. Keeping in view the fact that the next date of hearing of the 
Commission has been fixed on 28.9 .2000 , by which date the stand 
of the Government in the matter of claiming privilege regarding 
classified documents contained in this Office classified files, copies 
of which have already been m ade available to the Commission, is to 
be m ade known to the Commission, it has now been decided that 
the Ministry/Department/Agency concerned, should take a decision 
regarding the desirability or otherwise of the references originating 
from their respective Ministry/Department/Agency(copies  
were sent alongwith our U.O. dated 14*^/15m September, 2000) and 
convey it to the Commission, direct, at the following address, under 
intimation to this Office:-

Shri P.K. Sengupta,
W B H JS(R etd.)
Secretary,
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry,
'B ' Block(Yhird Floor),
11/A.Mirza Ghalib S treet,C A LC U TTA -700087.

2. It is requested that early action may kindly be taken in



-i f  ')Jf- J

the matter, under intimation to this Office.

W
(ARCHNA RAMUAN) 

D IR EC TO R  
Tel.No.301393

Shri R.D.Choudhury,Director General,National 
Museum ,Janpath,New Delhi-110011.

Shri P .M ahendru,Jt.D irector,IB(M HA)New Delhi.

Shri A ,K ,Paitandy,D irector(IS-l)M HA (alongwith a copy of the reply 
sent by Cab.Sectt)

Shri G.B.Singh,Director,M /Defence,History Division,West Block 
No,8,R .K .Puram ,New  D elhi-110066.

Shri Ravi Mittal,Director, Cabinet Secretariat,New Delhi.

P .M .O .U .O .N o .G .16 (4 )/2000-N G O  dated: £  i -9-2000.

Copy for information to Shri Jayant Prasad, 
JS(CNV)M /External Affairs.South Block,New Delhi, w.r. to MEA  
U .O .N o.25/4 /N G O  (Vol.V) dated 19.9.2000.

v \

(A R C HN A  RANJAN) 
DIR EC TO R .

a, ,

v - \
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Ministry of External Affairs 
NGO SECTION

Please refer to PMO U.O. No. 16(4)2000-NGC) dated 14 .09 .2000 regarding 
view taken by this Ministry in regard to documents originating in this Ministry required by 
Justice Mukherjee Commission, inquiring into the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas  
Chandra Bose.

As regards copies of papers originating from this Ministry enclosed with the 
above note are concerned, this Ministry have no objection for these to be declassified to 
‘confidential’. As to which of these may be made public, if any, we may have to leave to the 
discretion of the Commission. As regards documents being produced before the 
Commission by this Ministry, w e intend to take the same stand.

PRASAD) 
Joint S&6t£tary(CNV) 

Tel. No. 3011357

Ms Archana Ranian. Director. PM’s Office. South Block. New Delhi. 
M£*¥ U.O.No.25/4/NGO Vol. V dated September 19, 2000.



Archana Ranjan
Director

f o T )
SraFfTT t̂ w rfc w
M  0<w

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  O f f i c e  

N e w  D e l h i  -110 011

*"2— , 2_e<^>

September 19,2000D.O.No.l6(4)/2000-NGO

A copy of this Office UO of even number dated 14/15.9.2000 which 
was sent to Shri Thomas, Section Officer(NGO), Ministry of External 

y Affairs, regarding declassification of records made available to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, appointed by Government of India to 
enquire into alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, is 
enclosed (Copy No.7/8- without enclosures). The communication was sent 
to Shri Thomas in your absence.

2. We shall be grateful for a very quick response, as we have to 
respond to the communication received from the Commission well before 
the next date of hearing fixed for 26.9.2000 positively.

Yours sincerely,

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary(CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Room No. 163,1st Floor, 
South Block,
New Delhi-110011.
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

• *  1 _
Sub:- Declassification of  records,

The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry vide letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret.

2. The Commission have Wcfe their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 
this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears the Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry.

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 
your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete
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information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18th 
September, 2000.

(Archana Ranjan)
Director

Shri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum,
Janpatm.New Delhi-110011.

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi.

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs.

Shri G.B.Singh,Director, Ministry of Defence,History Division,West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066.

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat,New Delhi.

Shri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs.

PMO U.O.No.16(4)/2000-NGO dated 14.9.2000.
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

Sub:- Declassification o f records.• X

The Government of India has appointed the Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. In response to the communication 
received from the Commission of Inquiry Wcte letter 
No.JMC/Meeting/48/95, dated 23.5.2000, copy of seven top secret files 
pertaining to this Office were sent to the Commission with the request 
that while the Commission may make use of the top secret papers, in 
camera, they may kindly consider not publishing the same, since these 
are classified as top secret.

2. The Commission have vide their letter dated 6.9.2000 directed 
this Office to adduce specific reasons as to why privilege is being 
claimed against the disclosure of the contents of the Top Secret files, 
more so, when the Commission is holding a public inquiry and its 
reports will be a public document and contents of these files may have 
an important bearing. It also appears the Commission has been in 
touch with the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of West Bengal etc. for production of records relevant to 
the terms and conditions of the Commission of Inquiry.

3. Copies of the classified communications which originated from 
your Ministry/Department are enclosed. You are requested to kindly let 
this Office know immediately the view, if any already taken, regarding 
their declassification and production before the Commission. If a view 
is yet to be taken, the same may please be expedited and complete
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information intimated to this Office latest by the forenoon of 18^ 
September, 2000. r\

(Archana Ranjan)
Director

Shri R.D.Choudhury .Director General, National Museum,
Janpatrh.New Delhi-110011.

Shri P.Mehendru, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau(MHA),New Delhi.

Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs.

Shri G.B.Singh,Director, Ministry of Defence,History Division,West Block 
No. 8,R.K.Puram, New Delhi-110066.

Shri Ravi Mittal, Director, Cabinet Secretariat,New Delhi.
X
Shri Thomas, SO(NGO) Ministry of External Affairs.

PMO U.O.No.16(4)/2000-NGO dated 14.9.2000.
/ r
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M in is try  o f  E x te rn a l A ffa ir s

I j N t A ,  TjreaSHSa#
Scma months ago, PM saw the " t r e a s u r e "  re c e iv e d  

from Tokyo, c o n s is t in g  o f some ch a rred  and broken 
p ie c e s  o f  je w e l le ry .

2. We have now re c e iv e d  from our Embassy a t  Tolcyo 
Es. 2 6 5 /1 0 /- , b e ing  the  e q u iv a le n t  o f the  amount o f 
20,000 yen , which was d e p o s ite d  there  i n  c a sh .

3. The p ie c e s  o f  m e ta l and the cash  a re  i n  a sa le  
in  t n i s  M in is try ,  o f  which the key i s  i n  my p e rso n a l 
custody# 1*1 decided  th a t  the " t r e a s u re "  should  be 
k ep t as ev idence  o f  the  a i r c r a f t  a c c id e n t and subsequent 
f i r e .  The money too  was t r a n s fe r r e d  h e re  on h is  
i n s t r u c t io n s .  Presum ably i t  w i l l  be u se d  f o r  a 
c h a r i ta b le  p u rp o se .

4 . The use to  be made o f  th ese  a r t i c l e s  and o f  the 
monef in  In d ia  seems to  f a l l  o u ts id e  the  sphere o f  th is  
M in is try . Would PM1 s S e c re ta r ia t  k in d ly  take  over the 
" t r e a s u re "  and th e  cash?

Sd. H .D ayal 
2 9 .7 .5 3

PP3 to  PM

I



c o m O p e  n t i a l
M inistry of External A ffairs

Subjects I.N . A.“Treasure"

' Shri M.O. Mathai w ill re c a ll th a t I  discussed 
the ouestion of d isposal of the INA"Treaure" with him 
§oms time ago# The ,,t r ,*asura,, was received from 'Tokyo 
and consists  o f some ciftrred and broken nieces of 
Jew ellery. The~e is .a ls o  a stun of Rs. 565/10/- in  cash, 
being the eouivalent of the amount of 20,000 yen which 
was deposited with our Embassy. The pieces of metal, and 
the cash are in  a locked box which has been nut inside 
a sealed bag and deposited in  the cash c h est.o f the  
M inistry . This is  not a very sa tis fa c to ry  arrangement 
for i t s  safe custody.
2. •' Shri Mathai said th a t he. would investiga te , 
in -consu lta tion  with the M inistry of Education wti-ere the 
" trea su re 11 could most u se fu lly  he kept an^ displayed, 
and would then make arrangements to  take i t  over from 
us. The cash could nerhans be* credited to any IRA.
Fund tha t might s t i l l  be in ex istence, rfe sh a ll be 
most g ra te fu l i f  he would kindly  take action  a? above 
and, re lie v e  us of the re sp o n s ib ility  for the custody 
of the * tre a su re " . He would, no doubts obtain P.M's 
o rd e fs ,■ • ;V - ' ' , . . '

' Sd/- Devi Diyal ,

- '  .■ -

d t .  y » / W .  '

- 1 * I  suggest th a t PW^TTght wr i te  to the Minis te r  
of  Education to a u th o rise  some one resp o n sib le  to  g e t 
in to  touch w ith Shri H arishw -^r Dayal, J o in t ,  S e c re ta ry , 
& ,J l.  M in istry  to  tfcke over the "IN A Treasure" and p lace  
f t  in  th e  Museum in  J a ip u r  House o r R ash trap a ti Bhavan.
. - • The f i r s t  th ing  the  Education M in is try  Should do 
i s  to  have a look a t  the  •T reasure" and g e t s u i ta b le  
co v ered 'g lass  .cases to  be mads in  order to  p reserv e  
the "Treasure" .properly . - . \  :

• % . J ■

The sm all amount o f money n ig h t be credited  
to  the BA Fund w ith the  A.X.C.C.

. I t  would be d e s irab le  fo r the Education, 
M inistry  to take charge o f th is  ao-calied "Treasure* 
Please ksk.B r. Bhatnagar o r Shri Humayun.Kabir about
i * .  / "  ■ • ' • ' - f  * -  t : ', • • v - « . : *j- ><?; > ■«?••• r - #
2. - I t  w ill  Jiot be q u ite  proper fo r the *orey 
to be, c red ited  to the BA t  I t  sho .. be held
w  I f f  w t i r 1 r t r r  •

Sd/-J.*ehru
12-11-53.



I  s u r e s t  th a t  Dr. Bhatnagar and P rof. Htwiayxm 
Kabir n igh t kindly  v i s i t  SA M inistry  and see the "Treasure" 
and then take su itab le  ac tio n .

. i : . ' Sd/-M.O.Mathai.I ' • ■ 13-11-53.



TELEGRAM: - W ?  S E T

-  '  '  f t  
A #*C ̂,  ̂ ^  — ... *

OCB N o.6132* '

0 . T. P . , Co;iy N o . . ; / . .
/

X.

From: F o re ig n , New D e lh i,
To: Indem bassy, Tokyo.

CONFUTE NTIAL

DTO NOV. 12 N il .

N o.276 27. TO P^C R E T. For RACTF.

Your te leg ra m  Ho,137 November 1 0 th . Goods a r r iv e d  
November 1 2 th .

"• • • • « «

Prime M inist c r ( 4 ) ,  D y ,M in is te r , F 3 (2 ), C S(2), JS.1D . DSFEAWT. 

and C abinet S e c re ta ry . K ■

S u p erin ten d en t CCB*
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T r r m r r ^ r  ~>cf t  O .T .P . • [ W - l y l V
c o ^ n M rc

TELEGRM
No* 8363. 

COPY NO. J__
From ,. .r ln d e n b a sa y , Tokyo* >.
To............Forfeign, Now D e lh i, /A

, ' \ ° \  DTO.NOV. 101000,
/ (  ' DTR. NOV. 100900,

MOST IMMEDIATE

4 * . ' , / ?  Ko.137-0 . C o n tin u a tio n  o f  our
te leg ram  No. 136-G" o f  8 th  Novcmbor DAMLE a r r iv in g  Dolhi 

^ . C Pan American Airways F l i g h t y  Tuesday 0005 h o u rs .
v ,

PRIME MINISTER(4): DY MINISTER* F S (2): CSk2)t DS FEAWTj 

CABINET SECRETARY, .

S u p e rin te n d e n t CCB,

D( 15) 
3 0 /0 1 /5 2
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T his w i l l  soon be .arr iv in g  and w i l l  tie 
p laced  in  a sa fe  d e p o s it  v a u lt .

2 . Most o f the trea su re  c o n s is t s  o f  damaged
0 a r t i c l e s  o f j e w e l le r y .  There are a ls o  some go ld

p ie c e s .  There i s  no p r o v is io n  in  the Custcws Law 
fo r  the exem ption of such a r t i c l e s  from d u ty . Even 
Government im p orts have to  pay d u ty .

3 . The on ly  a lt e r n a t iv e  i s  to  tr e a t  them as 
o b je c ts  o f h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e . I f  i t  i s  c le a r ly  sta te^ d  
a t the tim e o f  im port th a t  Government's in te n t io n  i s  
to  d isp la y  them i n  a p u b lic  p la c e , such a s  a museum, 
%hey would be exempt from d u ty . I presume th at some 
time or o th e r , when we have an h i s t o r i c a l  museum, we 
s h a l l  keep th ese  a r t i c l e s  there in  a s p e c ia l  s e c t io n  
devoted to  I n d ia 's  s tr u g g le  for  freedom . Many o b je c ts  
o f in t e r e s t  connected  w ith  the INA and o th er freedom  
movements cou ld  be kept in  that s e c t io n .

4 . I f  P.M. cou ld  confirm  th a t i t  i s  the 
in te n t io n  to  keep th e se  a r t i c l e s  in  a museum a t sane 
fu tu re  date and n ot to  s e l l  them and use the proceeds  
fo r  some n a t io n a l purpose . . I  s h a l l  inform  the C entral 
Board of Revenue th a t  we are cla im ing exem ption from 
duty on th a t ground.

Sd/- R.K.Nehru
1 1 .1 1 .1 9 5 2 .

P.M.

PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT.
• f i t *

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  say now what we w i l l  do 
w ith  th ese  a r t i c l e s  or g o ld  p ie c e s .  We may inform  
the C en tra l Board o f  B venue th a t i t  i s  our p resa n t  
in te n t io n  t o  t r e a t  them as h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  whih  
m ight be k ep t in  a museum. In the even t o f  oar d eo id in g  
oth erw ise l a t e r ,  we s h a l l  n a tu r a lly  pay such duty  
as may be d ecid ed  upon. Ynu should r e a l ly  f in d  out 
from the Finance M in istry  what they advise in  t h i s  * 
m a tter . T his i s ,  in  a s e n s e , Government p ro p erty .
We do not y e t  know what the va lu e of i t  i s  and what 
we w i l l  do w ith  i t .

S d /- J,Nehru
11/11/1952.
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TELEGRAM

From.
T o .. .

CCB No. 8343 
Copy No. *>

CO
Indem bassy, Tokyo. 
F o re ig n , Now D elh i.

NTIAL

D.T.O. NOV. 081515 
D.T.R. NOV. 081630

MOST IMMEDIATE 

No. 1 3 6 -0 . TOP j ff itE T ,. \%
%

- C on tin u ation  my TOP SECRET telegram  N6.134-G o f
to d a y 's  d a te . I f  n e c e ssa r y  p le a se  in su re  s t u f f  worth  
R s.90 .000  rep ea t 90 ,0 0 0  c a r r ie d  in  s t o o l  a tta ch e  ca se  
w eighing ap proxim ately  35 rep ea t 35 lb s  as in su ran ce  
NOT p o s s ib le  t h i s  end.

. \ \ >

B JU  (15)

*> ,1 3 /5 3 .

PRIME MINISTER (4) I DY MINISTER: PS (8) :  CS (2):

DSFEAWT 4  CAB SECY.

7 N S ^ r u ^ _  .

S u p erin ten d en t C .C .B . /
\
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/ CCB No. 8342 

Copy No. s

-  T O P ^ ^ R E T

• From........... Indombassy, Tokyo,
T o* .# ..........F o re ig n , Now D e lh i.

t'Ul

e n t i a l

134-0 . TOP jrf^ E T ,

D.T.O. NOV. 081230 
D .T.R . NOV. 0«1530

. V

r  m

i From RAUF. Your Top S o cret to lcgram  No#27621 30th  
O ctober. DAMLB b rin g in g  s t u f f  and copy o f  l i s t  by Pan 
American Airways f l i g h t  3 lo a v in g  9th  reach ing D elh i 10th  
evening* K indly in s t r u c t  Customs a u th o r it io s  fo r  Customs
exemption*

> * S L

PRIME MINISTER(4)I DY MINISTER: F S (2 )t  CS (2): DSFEAWT: 

CAB SECY.

s a . c  i s )

8/ 1 1 / 5 3 #

1

^  A / J O s Y * # * * '
S u p erin ten d en t C .C .B ,
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• . ""---- ^  CCB No. 5854
Copy No . /

s m s m  - t o p

P r o m . . , , , ,  F o re ig n , Now D elh i 
T o . . . , . . , . . I n d e m b a s s y ,  Tokyo

w m > m

DTO OCT 301530

No. 27631* TOP JBjgRET.  For RAUF

Your Top S e c r e t  telegram  131-G o f  
October 27th . P le a se  send a u th en tica ted  l i s t  a lon g  
w ith  the s t u f f  through DiiMLE,

* * ****

PRIME MINISTER (4 )*  DY KIN: F3 (B)s CS (2 ) :  PS^AWT; 

CAB SECYi

k i -
S u p erin ten d en t CCB

DR. (13) 
3 0 1 W



Ministry of External Affairs
Joint Secretary(AP)1s Office

P.M.O. may please refer to their U.O. 
No.870/11/P/10/93-Pol dated 9 August, 1994 
regarding Netaji.

Foreign Secretary has directed that a
copy of TS note No. 89/2/1/94-TS dated 22 July 
1994 about Netaji's death be sent to you for 
information.

( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary(AP)

Ms Siia^ta Mehta, Director (PMO)

MEA u.o. No.29€7^-JS(A)/94 dt. 22.8.1994
Ho • 3. s i  N<j 0

up
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Joint Secretary(AP)'s Office
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P.M.O. may please refer to MEA U.O. No.2927- 
ci £ JS(AP)/94 dated 22 August 1994 and also their U.O. v

Note No.870/ll/P/10/93-Pol dated 9th August, 1994 
regarding Netaji.

2. Foreign Secretary has directed that a copy of 
the note below be forwarded to PMO along with a 
copy of letter No.TOK/102/2/92 dated 27 September, 
1994 and its enclosure, received from our 
Ambassador in Tokyo, for information and record.

Ms S u ja ^ a f ^

( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary(AP)

Mehta, Director(PMO)
MEA/tf\0. No. 2_>|m |n u o

r * .

i- r, 
R p y

p  M. O. (NGOI 

^  — P S - li—i t 1!
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division)

A credible and Detailed explanation from 
Japanese authorities as to why the cremation 
certificate was not in Netaji's name is necessary.

There is no information on this issue available 
in the records. However, two enquiry committees in 
1956 (Shah Nawaz) and 1970 (Khosla) examained a large 
number of files and 224 witnesses (including 100 
abroad) and came to the conclusion that Netaji died in 
the air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The 
Cabinet considered this report and accepted the 
finding. The report of the Khosla Commission alongwith 
Memorandum of Action Taken, was laid on Table of both 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974.

2. Report of investigation carried out by Japanese
Government in 1956 according to which the death of 
Netaji was confirmed and the report was handed over to 
the Indian Government a copy of which exists in files 
at both the Ministry of External Affairs and in the 
Indian Embassy, Tokyo.

This report is not available among the records 
available with the Ministry of External Affairs. Our 
Mission in Tokyo has also been approached who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of 
this report.

3. To obtain from Russian authorities, information
that Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 
1945 if this is indeed the case.

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray )

Position as per our records

The Russian Federtaion vide its note No.2/YUA 
dated January 8, 1992 addressed to the Embassy of 
India, Moscow, has confirmed in reply to Embassy of 
India Moscow's Note Verbale of September 16, 1991 to 
the Russian Government, that as per the records 
available in the Central and Republican Archives, there 
is no information about the stay of the former 
President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Soviet Union in 1945 and after that.

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray )

Position as per our records

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records
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4. A clarification is required from the British 
Government on its stand until at least the late 
1940's that Netaji did not die in the plane crash.

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray )

Position as per our records.

There is nothing in records available with us

5. To subject the urn containing the ashes of 
Netaji into a simple X-ray in order to determine the 
reported gold plated tooth pertaining to Netaji 
lying in the urn. In order to establish the 
genuineness the ashes kept at Renkoji Temple, 
Japan.

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray.)

Position as per our records.
C.I. C. (Figgess) Report dated 29.9.45.

No Mention.

C.S.D.I.C. Report No.1156 dt. 31.12.45

On August 23, 1945, B. 1269 in the Company of 
the cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other 
Japanese visited the crematorium when the ashes of 
Bose were collected and placed in a wooden box 
specially made for the purpose, B. 1269 was shown 
a small piece of gold among the ashes which he 
believes was part of one of Bose's gold teeth. The 
box containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese temple in the city, where a religious 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric.

Before S.N. Khan Committee on 6.4.56

"On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to 
the crematorium accompanied by two or three 
Japanese including the civilian and opened the lock 
of the incinerator with key which was with me. I 
was present and I saw the ashes of Netaji's body 
inside it. We had a wooden urn to collect the 
ashes. We collected some ashes from the head side, 
nearest to the door, and placed them in the urn. I 
remember distinctly that a little piece of gold, 
which was from the filling of one of Netaji's teeth 
was removed and placed in the urn."

9

While no X-ray of the urn has so far been 
conducted and no records therefore exist, the 
discrepancy in the date mentioned in the statement 
of Col. Rahman in CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz 
Committee Report under this heading (as reproduced
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above) may also be noted which refers to dates 
being mentioned as divergent as August 23, 1945 and 
August 21, 1945.

6. To the option of irreversible judgement from 
the Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes, 
there is already a case before the Chief Justice 
pertaining how Netaji could have been given the 
Bharat Ratna posthumously. There are no records 
which deal with the suggestion of seeking an 
irreversible decision from Supreme Court 
authorising return of the ashes. Records are 
however available pertaining to an objection filed 
in Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration 
of Bharat Ratna Award given posthumously. It may, 
however, be also noted here (file C/551/12/93-JP) 
that GOI has revoked its decision to confer Bharat 
Ratna on Netaji in January 1994.

7. CCPA approved on 27th February, 1991 proposal 
of MHA that "no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another inquiry o r by b rin g in g  the 
a sh es back to  Ind ia a t  p r e se n t as t h i s  might c r e a te  
u n necessary t e n s io n s .”

JS(PMO) in  h is  Note on 24.8.1992 s ta te d  "PM 
agrees th a t the in q u iry  in to  the q u estio n  o f  
whether N e ta ji i s  dead or  a l i v e  or th e  
circu m stan ces o f  h is  d isa p p ea ra n ce , need not be r e 
opened" .

Above reiterated in PMO letter of 15.12.92 
that "circumstances of Netaji's disappearance need 
not be re-opened."



-AMBASSADOR

No. TOK/102/2/92

Dear Ranjit,

Embassy of India,
2-11. Kudan-Minami 2-chome,  

Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEM B J 

Phone: 0 3 ( 3 2 6 2 ) 2 3 9 1  
Fax. 0 3 ( 3 2 3 4 ) 4 8 6 6

September 27, 1994

T1AL

Kindly refer to your letter No. 3379- |fr/A 
JS(AP)/94 dated September 16, 1994 regarding 
Netaji's death.

jf/*

In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho's letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed.

Yours sincerely,

i s
(Prakash Shah)

Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP)
Ministry of External Affairs 
NEW DELHI



OFFICE OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

I visited Augsborg, Germany, on 21st October 1995 to meet Netaji’s 

widow - Mrs. Emily Shenkel Bose and his daughter Prof. Anita Pfaff. Anita’s 

husband - Dr. Hartmann Pfaff as well as their children were present during the 

meeting. Our Ambassador in Bonn Shri S.K.Lambah was also present. During 

the course of our conversation, the following points emerged;

a) I said it was time for forward movement on the issue of return of 

the ashes of Netaji from Japan to India. The Japanese government as well 

as associates of Netaji in Japan were keen that Netaji’s ashes return to his 

motherland. I said that the Indian government was also keen to bring 

back the ashes at a suitable time provided controversial issues were 

resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. Anita Pfaff said that the 

ashes could be brought to Germany from Japan if the issue of their return 

to India remained controversial. Ambassador Lambah stated that the 

Japanese had already reacted negatively to the proposal of transfering the 

ashes to a third country.

b) I showed the list o f persons to be included in the Official National 

Centenary Celebrations Committee to mark Netaji’s birth anniversary.



c o

Anita Pfaff made some suggestions which I have communicated separately 

to HRD Minister and MOS (PMO), Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi. She 

accepted my invitation to be a member of the Committee.

Netaji’s widow and his daughter raised the issue of a suitable 

memorial for Netaji as well as the question of what to do with Netaji’s 

ashes once they had been brought back to India i.e. whether the ashes 

should be immersed in the Ganga or be kept at a place of reverence. I 

said that these issues could be sorted out by the National Committee.

On the issue of alleged captivity of Netaji in Russia after 1945, I 

showed the members of Netaji’s family an official communication from 

the Russian government stating that it has no record of Netaji’s presence 

in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. Articles from the Russian 

Press pointing to the fact that Netaji was not in the Soviet Union in 1945 

or thereafter, were also shown.

The entire family expressed happiness over my visit. Anita Pfaff 

and her husband accepted my invitation to visit India. This is expected 

to take place late December, 95 or early January, 1996. '

2



ASSESSMENT:

I feel that Netaji’s widow and daughter are keen that an early solution be 

found to the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to India. They seemed convinced 

of the seriousness o f purpose on the part of the Indian Government. Anita Pfaff 

made it clear that while she would like to consult other members of the family in 

India, the final decision would rest with her alone. She anticipated opposition 

from some members of the family. She would prefer that the family is not 

divided on this issue.

<4f

By initiating direct contact with Netaji’s immediate family, we have 

achieved some forward movement on the issue of return of Netaji’s ashes to 

India. However, there exists opposition from some sections of Netaji’s family, 

which if articulated publicly, as surely it will be, may be used for partisan 

political ends. Therefore, we need to proceed cautiously to avoid endowing this 

issue with controversial overtones.

J S. (M)’S OFFICE
DY. No 7

M O. (NGO)

*' r

)

2-1/ [O

r p

(Pranab Mukherjee) 
External Affairs Minister 

28 October 1995

'C-



C O f ^ r a t N T l A L
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

BONN
' i /c' 11 
' i

No. Bon/Amb/98- 5 Cc )

My dear Principal Secretary.
J « n

March 3, 1998

Prof. Dr. (Mrs.) Anita Pfaff, daughter of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had dinner with me 
at my residence yesterday. She handed over a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. 1 enclose the 
original letter along with a copy. The main point made in the letter is that she is agreeable for 
bringing the ashes o f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to India.

-  _ —— -... ■

2 The subject of the return of ashes has been discussed informally with Prof. Anita Pfaff for 
some time.

3 On instructions from the then External Affairs Minister. Shri Pranab Mukherjee, I had been 
asked to ascertain the views of Prof. Anita Pfaff, She and her husband Dr. Martin Pfaff, who is a 
Member of Parliament, came to my house on 28th September. 1995 for dinner. 1 found that both 
of them were in favour of return of the ashes to India but, at that time, did not take any categorical 
stand.

4 Later, Shri Pranab Mukheijee, the then External Affairs Minister transited through Germany 
on October 21 , 1995 to meet Prof. Anita Pfaff. I accompanied him to Augsburg. He had a long 
discussion with Prof. Anita Pfaff in which different viewpoints were expressed. While she was 
favourably inclined to return of the ashes, she was not sure about the timings. Some family members 
advised her that it may be preferable to get them after Netaji’s centenary year celebrations were over 
in India. We also met her mother Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose.

5 A few months later, Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose passed away in March, 1996. I accompanied 
the then Minister of State for Finance Mr. Debiprosad Pal to Augsburg for the funeral on 18th March. 
1996.

6 Prof Anita Pfaff was invited by the then EAM to visit India but the visit was postponed on 
account of her ill-health. When Netaji’s centenary celebrations started, no invitation was initially 
issued to Prof. Anita Pfaff. However, when we came to know that Mrs. Jyotsna Bose was being 
invited as her son lives in Hamburg (she lives in Calcutta) and the invitation was, by mistake, sent 
to the Embassy. We got in touch with the Ministry o f Culture who immediately sent an invitation 
to Prof. Anita Pfaff but she could not attend due to the short notice.

/r r r .  s t C Y  ••

DY . y j . i l ? . ' 6 /2 * '

......... & / / / £ .

I 'f '
Cota-

i



7 PM. when he was EAM. transited through Frankfurt on 9th February, 1997. He asked me
to renew the invitation extended by his predecessor to Prof. Anita Pfaff. Subsequently, Prof. Anita
Pfaff visited India in March/April. 1997 and again in January, 1998. She met the President and PM.
The enclosed letter to PM, she told me. is a continuation o f the discussions she had with PM in
Delhi on January 25, 1998..

8 During the discussions yesterday, Prof. Anita Pfaff told me :

(i) Amongst the family members, she had so far only consulted Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose. After the 
letter reaches PM, she would be informing some other members. She still expects that some 
o f them would oppose the move but she felt her decision will have a positive impact on the 
family.

(ii) She was keen that there is a national consensus among the political parties on this subject.

(iii) As regards the timing, in case a positive decision is taken by the Government, she felt that 
some date in the second half of the year could be considered for bringing the ashes to India.

(iv) In that eventuality, she would like detailed consultations by the Government o f India with 
the Japanese authorities, particularly the Priests at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo.

(v) She was appreciative o f the two seminars on Netaji held by the Embassy as a part of 50th 
anniversary celebrations o f India’s Independence. (The first one was on June 7, 1997 
organised by the Indian Cultural Centre, Berlin and the second seminar was on 16th 
February, 1998 in Frankfurt where Netaji's associates Col. Gurbakhsh Singh DhiUon and Col. 
Lakshmi Sehgal were the Guests o f Honour).

9 I shall be grateful if you could kindly get Dr. Pfaff s letter examined. We can subsequently
inform her o f the decision which is taken.

2

10 I am sending a copy o f this letter, along with the enclosure,
yj& SvM  1 ^

Yours sincerely.

(Satinder K. Lam bah)
Shri N.N. Vohra.
Principal Secretary to PM 
PMO,
New Delhi

Copy, with a copy o f the enclosure, to Shri K. Raghunath, Foreign Secretary. Ministry of 
External Affairs. New Delhi.



Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division)

Sub : Controversy regarding Net ai i’s death and bringing 
his ashes to India from Japan.

Reference Ministry of Home Affairs UQ note No. 
I/12014/27/93-1S (D . 1 I I) of 21 Oct 93 and 3 Nov 93 on the subject 
referred to above. A detailed note incorporating the views of 
this Ministry is enclosed as desired.

This issues with the approval of the Foreign Secretary.

M/o Home Affairs (S h  C . I . Joy. Dir ( I S - l ) . )  
MEA U0 Note No. C.|55l (l2(9 V J P  dt 23.11.93

J'%

v "
Copy to Dir < c A M O ) for kind information of EAM. We understand
MHA as the nodal Ministry is preparing a note on the matter.
M E A ’’s views had also been sought.

(Primrose R. Sharma) 
Di rector <A P )

23. 11. 9 3

M S-C c! £*-£. tXZĵ  k M &. 4 /ft

M tIA  cit'Ĉ cJbicX LlL. M j  u<rt“ Ojy t̂cX.
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Ministry of External Affairs
(Asia Pacific Division)

CONTROVERSY REGARDING NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA B O S E ’S 
DEATH AND BRINGING HIS ASHES TO INDIA FROM JAPAN

B a c k g r o u n d

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose allegedly died in a plane

crash in Taihoku (Taiwan) in August 1945. He was 49 years old at

that time. His ashes were taken to the Renkoji temple in Tokyo 

by Habibur Rahman, a colleague of Netaji and handed over to the 

priest of the temple, the V e n ’ble M o c h i z u k i, (who died in 1980) 

and who has been succeeded by his son.

Two Committees of Inquiry and CCPA Decision of 1991

2. Two Committees of inquiry were set up by the Government 

of India - The Shahnswaz Khan Committee in 1956 and the one 

man Khosla Committee in 1970 to go into the matter of N e t a j i ’s 

death. Both Committees concluded that Subhssh Chandra Bose had 

indeed died in the crash at Taihoku in 1945, although N e t a j i ’s 

own brother,S.C. Bose, who was a member of the Shahnawaz Khan 

Committee, gave s. dissenting judgment. Subsequently, the CCPA 

decided that "no useful purpose would be served by holding yet 

ano.ther inquiry or by bringing the ashes back to India at present 

as this might create unnecessary tensions.”

Controversy over N e t a l i ’s Death and return of ashes to India

3 , The controversy on whether or not Netaji actually died 

in 1945 in Taihoku, and whether the ashes in the Renkoji Temple



are indeed those of Netaji, is being continued by a very vocal 

minority among whose leading figures is Shri Samar Guha and the 

Forward Bloc. As against to this,there are many, including some 

of Net a j i ’s relatives, who accept that the ashes are genuine and 

they have paid homage to them at the Renkoji Temple, as indeed, 

did Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. They feel that the ashes 

should be brought back to India, with all due respect and honour 

as befitting a person of N e t a j i ’s stature as part of the full 

public recognition of N e t a j i ’s role and contribution to Indian 

i n dependence.

4. Former soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army who 

worked with or were associated with Netaji and the Indian 

National Army (INA) are also strong proponents of this course of 

action. These veterans, (who are members of the Netaji Subhash 

Chandra Bose Academy in Tokyo) are very concerned that they are 

all old and very few of them are left. They fear that, with 

their passing away, there will be no one left to look after the 

ashes of Netaji. The present priest of the temple, who took over 

after his father's death, does not hold the same respect for the 

ashes as his father.

5. From time to time the War Veterans have been enquiring 

through our Embasy in Tokyo and the Embassy of Japan in New Delhi 

to ascertain our plans for bringing the ashes back to India. The 

Government of Japan has indicated that it would go along with 

whatever the Government of India wished to do but at the same 

time they have indicated that they were under some pressuie from



the war veterans.

6 . The matter has now assumed some urgency. The annual

get together of the war veterans of the Subhash Chandra Bose 

Academy in Tokyo, on the accasion of 40th Memorial Service this 

year had received wide media coverage in Japan as the Japanese 

media had also been invited. The press reports focused on the>
concern expressed by the War Veterans of the Academy over 

Government of India’s lack of interest in wishing to receive the 

ashes of Netaji back to India. The Bose Academy members are 

reportedly thinking of disbanding and having the last memorial 

service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary. If no 

decision is taken by that time, we may be asked by the temple to 

take charge of the ashes and may have no alternative but to store 

them in our Mission in Tokyo.

Information from Russia

7. On the basis of information and pressure exerted by

people like Samar Guha, who has never accepted the death of 

Netaji, we had also askedour mission in Moscow to ascertain from 

the erstwhile Soviet Union/present Russian Federation if they had 

any information about N e t a j i ’s presence in Russia during or after 

1945. The Russian Foreign Office had indicated that their 

archives do not contain any material indicating Netaji had gone 

to 'the Soviet Union. On the other hand, we have been informed by 

a Russian Indologist, Professor Albert Belski, who is associated 

with the bi-monthly "Asia and Africa Today" that the magazine is 

coming out with a series of articles, allegedly based on 

classified KGB archives, claiming, interalia, that Netaji Subhash



Chandra Bose was an til - 6 (British) agent and that one of his 

close associates was a KGB agent. A copy of a note from our 

mission in Moscow is enclosed (Annexure I). The first article in 

the series has been apparently been published. We are awaiting a 

translated text from our Mission.

Controversy regarding Peace Memorial at Imohal

8. The Hindustan Times of November 4 has reported that the

Forward Bloc would oppose "tooth and nail" the decision of the 

Government of India to allow the construction of a monument in 

memory of Japanese soldiers who died in Manipur during World War 

11 as these were, according to the party (Forward Bloc) dubious 

attempts attempts at falsify the freedom movement by denigrating 

the role of the INA led by Subhash Chandra Bose. The Forward 

Bloc had earlier been opposed to bringing back the ashes from 

Japan. It may also be borne in mind that the Forward Bloc had 

been founded by Netaji in 19-39.

M E A ’s Views

(i) There appears to be widespread sentiment that N e t a j i ’s 

birth centenary in 1997 should be appropriately 

commemorated and that N e t a j i ’s ashes should be brought 

back to India with due respect and honour. Opposition 

to bringing back the ashes is only from a small group of 

. Forward Bloc figures and Shri Samar Guha.

(ii) In the likely event that the Japanese Temple approaches 

us over the next 2 or 3 years to take charge of the 

ashes, it would be most inappropria te if we declined to

4
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do so, or stored the s.shes unobtrusively in our Mission, 

due to the continuing controversy over the ashes being 

kept alive by a small minority.

(iii) A consensus in favour of burying the controversy and 

bringing the ashes back to India from Japan could be 

promoted if the likely contingency of our being 

constrained to dispose of N e t a j i ’s ashes as indicaated 

in Para 2 above was made known publicly. Respected 

public figures and others could be discreetly encouraged 

to make statements, including in Parliament, requesting 

the Government to bring back the ashes.

(iv) Alternatively, a Committee to commemorate N e t a j i ’s birth 

centenary in 1997 could be established, with the 

participation of public figures of various political 

opinions, and the call to bring back N e t a j i ’s ashes 

could be made by the Committee.

5
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Embassy of India f -Y
Moscow

Meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Editor-in-Chief, 
"Asia and Africa Today", at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 93

As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V »K .Touradjev, 
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today” . I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
inter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MI-6 agent and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB.

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of 
"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof\ Raikov, a well known_ 
Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 
circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest_in two further articles which 
would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 
Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence.

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the 
best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Union since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents lie had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence



agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 
their Soviet counterparts, plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives.

I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two. 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India.

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points:

(a) His articles did not bring out that^Netaji was a MI-6 
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British.
In this context, fouradjev-pointed-out-that without British 
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India
or lived for so long in Kabul'. M o r e o v e r t h e  . ins true tions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were-never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had 
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji.

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established 
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji's aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of several foreign intelligence services e.g. the British, Russian, 
German, Italian and others. This would be brought out clearly in 
his articles.

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the 
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative.



( c l ) In his view, the KGD archives material which lie has
quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since . 
it ;showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
-_as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven 
for an independent India, rather than an India subservient to 
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was not to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better 
understanding of Netaji's historic role.

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case._

A

(A - /  Counsellor (I
30.6. 1993

r a) 
J k f r  ( I n f .  )

Ambassador
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EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER'S OFFICE

On the request of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, MEA with the approval of the Foreign 
Secretary, had sent its views, placed below, on the 
question of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose's Death and 
on bringing his ashes to India from Japan.

This is an extremely sensitive matter which 
needs to be discussed in the party and with senior 
political figures before any action is initiated by 
any of the Ministries. A routine handling of the 
case could have unnecessary repercussions. I 
would, therefore, submit for PM's consideration 
that he constitutes a high-powered group chaired by 
himself to look into this matter and give suitable 
direct i o n s .

Ha®"?’*.*

HI '

(DINESH SINGH)
23 December, 1993

PM
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I MI I ASSY O F  INDIA,  
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July 2, 1993.
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In continuation of my letter No.MDS/AMB/818/93 of June
24, I enclose a self-explanatory note recorded by Counsellor 
Ajai Malhotra, after his meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev, 
'Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the journal "Asia and Africa Today".

P'~’ Yours sincerely,

sd /-
( R. Sen )

Shri Nalin Surie,
Joint Secretary (EE),
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi.

\/ Copy, along with enclosure, to Shri Prabhakar Menon, Joint 
Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, New Delhi.
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Embassy of India 
Moscow

Meeting with Mr. V.K. Touradjev. Deputy Edjtor-in-Chicf, 
"Asia and Africa Today", a t 1200 hrs. on 29 June (| 1

As desired by the Ambassador, I called on Mr. V.K. Ton rad jrv.
Deputy Editor-in-Chief of the monthly journal "Asia and Africa 
Today" at 1200 hrs. on 29 June 1993. After exchanging pleasantries 
and exploring the possibility of further cooperation between the 
Mission and the journal "Asia and Africa Today". I enquired from 
Touradjev whether "Asia and Africa Today" would soon start 
publishing a series of articles, based on KGB archives, alleging 
inter-alia that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was an MT-6 acpnt and 
that a close aide of his had worked for the KGB.

"Asia and Africa Today" would carry an article titled "The Secret 
Behind the Death of S.C. Bose" by Prof. Raikov, a well known 
Indologist based in Liptsk. The article would explore the 
various theories advanced from time to time, regarding the 
circumstances of Netaji's death. Its inclusion was essentially 
meant to generate reader interest in two further articles which 
would be published in the September (9/93) and October (10/93) 
issues of "Asia and Africa Today". Touradjev clarified that he 
was the author of these two articles and that they were based on 
KGB archives which he had been privileged to personally examine 
and which had been shared with him by contacts he had in the 
Russian intelligence service. In an attempt to convince me that 
his articles were based on genuine KGB documents, Touradjev showed 
me from afar a copy of a letter dated 11/12/1943, marked "MOST SECRET" 
and addressed by a Col. G.A. Hill of British Intelligence to a 
Col. Osipov of Soviet Intelligence.

best of his knowledge the Russian Intelligence Service did not 
possess a separate file on Netaji. In his view, this would seem 
to show that Netaji had never visited the Soviet Uni on since, at 
least in earlier years, a file was usually opened on every foreigner 
arriving in the country. The documents he had based his articles 
upon were primarily reports filed by the then Russian intelligence

Touradjev confirmed that the August (8/93) issue of

In response to a query, Touradjev clarified that to the

2 / -



agents in Kabul, letters addressed by British Intelligence to 
their Soviet counterparts, plus other stray correspondence which 
he had come across in the KGB archives.

I specifically queried Touradjev as to whether his two 
articles contained references alleging that Netaji had been a 
British agent. If so, this would be quite unfortunate, given that 
Netaji was a widely respected national leader whose memory was 
deeply cherished by the people of India.

In response to this and other queries, Touradjev made 
the following points:

(a) His articles did not bring out that Netaji was a MI-6
agent, in the sense of his being a "paid functionary". Equally, 
they did, however, show that Netaji "cooperated" with the British.
In this context, Touradjev pointed out that without British
acquiescence Netaji could not have escaped so easily from India 
or lived for so long in Kabul. Moreover, the instructions which 
Netaji sent from Berlin for carrying out subversive acts against 
the British in India, were never translated into action since the 
British knew of them and could take corrective measures. Touradjev 
repeatedly emphasized that the KGB documentation which he had
access to left him in no doubt that "Netaji had cooperated with the 
British". He added that only MI-6 could inform whether the 
relationship went beyond "cooperation" as additional details would 
only be available with them. He hoped that, once his articles were 
published, the British would join in sharing information on Netaji.

(b) The KGB documentation, however, conclusively established
that Bhagat Ram - Netaji*s aide in Kabul - had served as an agent 
of~several foreign intelligence services e .g. the British, Russian.
German, Italian and others . This would be brought out clearly in
his articles.

(c) His articles would be "scientifically presented" in the
sense that they would fully annotated and would provide details of 
every important document referred to or quoted. They would thus 
analyze specific documentation and would not be largely speculative,

3/-



f

-3-

(d) In his view, the KGB archives material which he has
quoted in his articles made Netaji "go up in his esteem, since 
it showed that he (Netaji) had contributed to the defeat of 
Fascism". He felt that his articles would in fact show Netaji 
as being an "even greater nationalist" since Netaji had striven
--  an independent India, rather than an India subservient to
Germany or Japan. Touradjev clarified that the intention behind 
his articles was 'notf to denigrate Netaji as a leader who had the 
best interests of India in mind, but to contribute to a better

In response to my query, Touradjev pointed out that 
the August (8/93) and September (9/93) issues of "Asia and Africa 
Today" (containing Prof. Raikov's articles and the first of his 
two articles) had already been sent to the printers. I did not 
specifically urge him to have the articles withdrawn, since it 
was evident that he would not do so in any case.

understanding of Netaji's historic role.

(Ajai Malhotra) 
Counsellor (Inf. )

30.6. 1993

Ambassador
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C M  B A S S  Y O F  INDIA, 

M O S C O W .

June 24, 1993.

A M  BASSADOR

We have learnt from a Russian IndcOogist, Prof. Albert 
Belsky, that the bi-monthly journal, "Asia and Africa Today", with 
which he is associated, will soon start p"bl <shine a series of 
articles, based on classified KGB archives, alleging inter-alia 
that Netaji Subash Bose was a Ml-6 (British) agent and that one of 
his close aides was a KGB agent.
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2. From time to time, there has been media speculation on 
Netaji's visits to the then Soviet Union in 1941 and during and 
after 1945. The Russian Foreign Ministry had informed us in 
January 1992, on the basis of the documents available in their 
Central and Republican archives, that there was no evidence that 
Netaji had stayed in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. We had 
also sent to MEA seme archival documents obtained from the Soviet 
Foreign Office in 1990. None of these materials contained even a 
hint of such scurrilous allegations.

3. The journal "Asia and Africa" has a limited circulation, 
but it is subscribed to by libraries, academic institutions and 
scholars in Russia and abroad. If such a sensational story appears 
in the journal, it will b° picked up imredifitely by journalists 
based in Moscow. Seme Indian journalists have already got wind of 
it.

/Yvt
_ .  \ i • yo

4. In the prevalent situation in Russia, which is vastly
different from that in the former Soviet Union, official pressures 
or persuasion are hardly effective in preventing the publication of 
articles even in journals of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
Nonetheless, I have asked our Counsellor (information) to meet the 
Deputy Editor'in-Chief to check whether the report about the 
forthcoming articles is correct and, if so. to persuade him not to 
publish articles containing such concocted charges about a highly 
respected national leader whose memory is cherished by the people 
of India. If the journal does have plans to carry such articles, I 
.will also speak to seme others, though I doubt whether such 
''demarches would be of much use.

>•1 S Yours sincerely,
T V Q  “7.

~  W  ?•
S/U ' ~s

b

U )' .

( R. Sen )

ZL, S E C Y  ;o PM.

Y  S o .. : . . . . : . . .......— —

Shri J.N. Dixit,
Foreign Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs
New Delhi.

O'* W h i l i
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Copy to :

1. Shri Nalin Surie, Joint Secretary (EE), Ministry of External
Affairs, New Delhi.

.\y 2. Shri Prabhakar Menon, Joint Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, New
Delhi.

Ir'—t

( R. Sen )

CON T lA t
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Host laaediate 
By Spl. Messenger

• d,

*/<rrt /•> / 9  j
Ministry of External Affairs 

(Asia Pacific Division)

Our current file no. C/551/7/92-^on Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose sent from Secretary (East)’s Office vide diary no. 
1479/Secy(E)/93 dt. 17.9.93 to JS(M), PMO, is required urgently 
in connection with an enquiry received from the Home Ministry. 
Grateful if we could have the file back. A copy of JSCShri M. 
Venkateswara Iyer), MHA is attached for information.

(Primrose R. Sharma) 
Director (AP)

07.10.93

DSJ^rTPHO

CC: Shri M. Venkateswara Iyer, JS, MHA



Ministry of External Affairs C O N ]  
(Asia Pacific Division)

Reference PMO UO Note No. 870/11/P/10/9 3~Po 1 dt. 
3.10.93. Files no. C/551/7/92-JP h C/551/14/90-JP falongwith a 
folder bearing No. C/551/7/92-JP) regarding Netaii Subhash 
Chandra Bose are returned herewith, as desired.

I )

I,
(Primrose R. Sharna) 

Director (AP)
06.10.93

Ms. S u i « f a  M ehta. 
D S-fgf, PMC)"
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TELEGRAM.

CCB NO.4361.
Q. T. P .

CON
Froms Foreign, New D elh i, 
To: Indeabassy, Peking,

IMHEPLllE.

N T IA L

DTO JULY 021730

N o.28422. ,
h , i  w'*

Bahadur Singh from K a u l .^ ^  ' ^  ■

Reference S tra cey 's  letter No.D.3207~FEA/56 o f  
29th June 1956 sent by bag on 3Cth June concerning verification 
o f  a person said  to be N e ta ji Subhash Chandra Bose in an 
enlargement sen t along with l e t t e r .  Ihe photo appeared in 
booklet e n t it le d  "TRADE UNION DELEGATION IN CHINA" published 
by the Workers Press Peking September 1952. It also appeared 
in  I llu s tr a te d  China about th a t tim e. As Netaji Enquiry 
Committee i s  shortly  f in a l i s in g  r ep o r t, your reply about 
photograph required most u rg e n tly . You may kindly ask 
Mongolian Embassy for s p e c i f ic  name of the gentleman in or--.iv 
to enable us s e t  controversy a t  r e s t .

PfcS IX) PM, PS TO PM(4), MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO,

DEPUTY MINISTER, SG(2), F S (2) ,  C S(2), £3£, DSXP, USFEA(2),

SONGO & CABINET SECRETARY.

♦sma*(22)
0 2 /7 ,

Superintendent CCB.



Telegram

From: Foreign New Delhi,
To } Indanbassy Tokyo,

IMMEDIATE 

No,28409. Ambassador from Kaul,

DTO MAY 341330,

Reference our telegram No,28407 May 22, U.K. 
High Commission have just informed us th a t t h e ir  Consul 
i n  Taipeh has telegraphed that Formosan authorities are 
w il l in g  to allow £ Chinese whose names were g iv en  by 
Committee to be examined by British Consul in  th e  p resen ce  
o f  Formosan officials. They a re  however not prepared  to  
l e t  than go to Hongkong to appear b e fo re  our Committee, 
B r it is h  Consul would like to have names in  C hinese o f  the  
w itn e s s e s  and th e  corresponding G ile s  r e fe r e n c e s ,

2 . He d id  not m ention anything about th e  e n tr ie s  
in  th e Crematorium R e g is te r  and i s  being reminded about i t ,

3 , Formosan a u t h o r it ie s '  r e fu s a l  to  a llo w  w itn e sse s  
to  go to  Hongkong i s  s ig n i f i c a n t .  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  
they may tu to r  t h e ir  w itn e s s e s  and make than g iv e  wrong 
sta tem en ts  which may o n ly  co m p lica te  th e  work o f  th e  
Committee, Our o p in io n  th e r e fo r e  th a t  Committee should  
n o t v i s i t  Formosa i s  confirm ed. P le a s e  c o n su lt  and ask 
them whether they  would s t i l l  l i k e  B r it is h  Consul in  
Formosa to examine C hinese w itn e s s e s .  Our a d v ic e  would
be th a t you should  w a it  t i l l  you hear from th e  Japanese  
a u t h o r it ie s  in resp o n se  to your approach.

Pp^TO PM: PS TO. PM(4): MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO: MINISTER? 

DY MINISTER: SG( 2) : FS( 2) : CS( 2) : JgE: DSXP: SOFA: USFE/l(2)t 

SONGO AND CAB SECY, '

BHATIA( 24) .
2 4 -5 -1 9 5 6 , S u p erin ten d en t 5TCB.

E N T IA L



CCB No. 33IS

C O N F ID E N T IA L  
F o reign , Now D e lh i.
Indembassy, Tokyo.

DTP MA.Y 221400

No. 28407.

Ambassador

m m m  

^  . 
or from  Kaul. 

dgvcm No.Your teldgram NO. 44  May 19 . M atter has boon p la ced  
b efo re  Prime M in is te r . Wo had made i t  c le a r  to Committee 
in  D elh i th a t i t  would n ot be p r a c t ic a b le  or a d v isa b le  
fo r  than to  v i s i t  PoitnoSa. The o n ly  p o ss ib le  advantage o f  
going there m ight have been to see  e n tr ie s  in  h o sp ita l  
r e g is t e r s .  \ t  th a t  time the h o sp ita l was run by the  
Japanese and a l l  the Japanese must have come aWay. There 
can bo no f i r s t  hand ev id en ce a v a ila b le  th ere . I t  i s  
co n ce iv a b le  however th a t some e n tr ie s  in  th e 'h o s p ita l  
r e g is te r  m ight g iv e  seme fu r th e r  in form ation , Wo would 
l i k e  you to su g g e st  to  the Committee th a t you may on th e ir  
b eh a lf req u est the Japanese Government to ask th e ir  
Ambassador in  Ponnosia to  bo good onfiugh.to soo  the h o sp ita l  
e n tr ie s  and secu re  c e r t i f i e d  c o p ie s .  At the Committee’s 
req u est we had approached U.K. High Commission here to g e t  
th is  in form ation  f o r  us but have n o t had a r e p ly  y e t .  The « 
Japanese Ambassador in  Formosa would bo in  a b e t te r  p o s it io n  * 
to handle th is  m atter  than the B r i t i s h  who have o n ly  a C onsul,

2 . We have co n sid ered  the m atter again and are n ot in  
favou r o f  the Committee v i s i t i n g  Formosa. Japanese good 
o f f i c e s  may enab le Committee to  lan d  there but i t  i s  
u n lik e ly  th a t the Formosan Government w il l  g iv e  any f a c i l i t i e s  
In  f a c t  they  may put o b s ta c le s  and suggest degrading  
c o n d it io n s . Apart from t h i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  th is  w i l l  be very  
em barrassing fo r  us and m ight lo a d  to com p licatin g  s i t u a t io n s .  
I f  the Committee f e d  th a t  th ere  may bo some p u b lic  c r i t ic is m  
here la t e r  they are a t l i b e r t y  to s t a t e ,  i f  n ecessa ry , th a t  
B cternal A ffa irs  M in is tr y  ad vised  than a g a in st a v i s i t  to  
Formosa.

JL /,24)-
2 2 -5 -56

PPS TP IN, PS TO M in is te r  w ith o u t 'P o r tfo lio , M in is te r ,

Deputy M in is te r , SG(2!), F 3 (2 ) ,  C 3(2), J$fc DS35P, SOF*, USFBH£2>5 

ST NOT and C abinet S e c r e ta r y ,

Sh
Superintendent CCB
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^  I DTO MAY 191730
f | v 1 DTR MAY 132015

/ IMMEDIATE

No. 44 .
^  UJTT from SEN.

In  a c o n f id e n t ia l  l e t t e r  to me today th e  N e ta ji  
Enquiry Committee s t a t e s  "the Committee has examined a 
number o f  w itn e sse s  in  Japan and f e e l  i t  w u ld  be very

* By eh . d e s ir a b le  to pay* a v i s i t  to  Formosa i f  i t  i s  a t  a l l
p o s s ib le .  The Japanese F oreign  O ff ic e  has been h e lp in g  
th e  Committee in  i t s  work i n  every way aai i t  may be 
presumed th a t they would be h e lp fu l i f  a proposal fo r  
Com m ittee^ v i s i t  to Formosa i s  made to tnem. At a sm all 
p a rty  g iven  by Mr. HATTORI C h ief o f  th e  Asian Desk and o th ers  
o f  th e  Foreign  O ff ic e  t h is  m atter was brought up in fo rm a lly  
and K r. HATTORI gave me* to*  understand th at such a req u est  
i f  made to them they would be w i l l in g  to u se  th e ir  good 
o f f i c e s  w ith th e Taiwan a u t h o r it ie s .  The Committee has  
another two weeks in  Japan and would be o b lig ed  i f  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  naying a v i s i t  to Formosa i s  fu r th er  examined 
to  enable than to do so during t h i s  tim e". The p o s it io n  
appears to be th a t th e  Japanese Government w i l l  not g iv e  
any d e f in i t e  undertaking to  move in  the m atter w ithout  
a d e f in i t e  proposal e i th e r  from th e  Committee or frc© tine 

yC % bassy  and n e ith e r  o f  us can make such a^request w ithout
Government approval in  v iew  o f  DJTT's l e t t e r  to th e  Committee 
toSth A pril* I have todoy exp la in ed  to the Committee th e  
/fu r th e r  d e te r io r a t io n  in  th e r e la t io n s  between In d ia  and 
/Formosa over Form osa's d isr u p tio n  o f  d ip lom atic  r e la t io n s  
w ith  Egypt but f e e l  th a t  i f  t h is  approach by th e  Committee 
i s  p erem p torily  d ism issed  th e Committee w i l l  have a 
g riev a n ce  which may make t h e ir  w hole rep ort in fru ctu o u s  in  
th e  eyes o f  some s e c t io n s  o f  our people*. In  my v iew  th er e fo r e  
the Committee should be p erm itted  to approach Japanese  
Government fo r  th e ir  good o f f i c e s  in  the m atter* even i f  
39nbassy,keep ou t o f  i t .

P le a s e  p la c e  t h i s  b e fo re  Prime M in is te r .

PPS TO PMs PS TO PM (4): MIKISTTl WITHOUT PORTFOLIO MIKIST31* 

DY. MINISTER.* 3G(2) :  F S (2 )t CS(2): JSE: DSXP* SOFA*

USF3A(2)J SON GO AND CABINET SECRETARY. '

Superintendent CCB.



From
lb

Ind an b assy , Tokyo 
P breign , Now D e lh i.

DTO NO VEMBSR 121230 
DTB NOVEMBER 121415

/

Pbreign S ecre ta ry  from Ambassador* L ate SCTBHA3 
CHANDRA. BOSE. KJVL's  l e t t e r  N o . 2483-N 00/55 >l8th  O ctobe  
P le a s e  in fo m  Prim e M in is te r  th a t  in  accordance w ith  
h is  d ir e c t iv e  I  have d isc u sso d  w ith  Pbreign. M in is te r  the  
proposal to send enquiry com m ittee to in v e s t ig a t e  in to  
circum stances o f  death  and th e i d e n t i t y  o f  the ashos#  
Pbreign M in is te r  has c o n su lte d  th e  C abinet and I  havo 
been infoim od th a t  Jap an ese Government a c ce p t tho  
p rop osa l f U l ly  and w i l l  be g lad  to coop erate  in  every  
w ay*.

PPS TO PM* PS ID M in is  to r , Deputy Mini*fcaT| SG<2),

F S (2 ), C S(2), JSB, JSAD, JSA» DS35P, SO NOO and O U tn et  

S ecretary* *

A w aiting fu r th er  in s t r u c t io n s * .

SupcrintenAttt 008
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♦By ch.

/  •
CCB No. 9580.

C OTELEGRAM: • 3ECI&?
7 7

From: Indembassy, Tokyo, 
To ; Foreign, New Delhi,

NTIAL

DTO SBPT 221640 
DTR SEPT 222110

MflSLJB&gP£ASg

No. 91, From Ambassador.
r  S l ' A

Your telegram No. €437 21st September, Second . 
manorial service for 9JBHAS CHANDRA* BOSE. Fail details 
sent by bag today. Please await same. Briefly a second 
service was held by Renlcoji Tanple authorities on 18th 
September. Japanese Government having erroneously decided 
against representation at ISth August service changed their 
previous* stand about attendance at a private memorial 
service in Taaple and attaided this second service.
Japanese Foreign Office was warned clearly that this 
behaviour of the Temple authorities in holding a second 
service would arouse controversy particularly if Japanese 
Government were represented in any manner specially in 
face of their abstention from the correct* manorial service 
of ISth August. We suspect Japanese are somehow anxious 
for transfer of ashes and have therefore encouraged ,
controversial publicity now. Our stand* is that having 
attended the correct 10th anniversary Memorial Service on 
18th August we should not be pressed* into attending another 
service so soon thereafter otherwise Japanese may hold a 
service every month as they have hinted they well might 
just to accentuatc controversy and show that India is 
defaulting in taking over the ashes. So far as the Tanple 
authorities are concerned they seem to be looking forward 
to some monetary reward from us for keeping the ashes.
Would request your clear instructions after you have seen 
our detailed report mentioned above.

PPS TO PM: PS TO PM(4): MINISTER: D5f .MINISTER: SG(2): 

FS(2): CS(2): JSE: JSAD: JSA: DSXP: DSE: US FSA.:

FEA SEC(2): SO NGO & CABINS) SECRETARY,'

j t  
'  >■

VvJPj.
Superintendent CCB.

2 ^ 9 / 1 9 5 5 .



O.T.P. CCB 0.6437

From
To

Telegram

Foreign, .;ew Delhi 
Indembassy, Tokyo.

DTO Septem ber 21 K i l .

IIo.6437. There have been reports in newspapers 
here on kemorial Service held for Subhas Chandra Bose in 
Tokyo last £Lmday. The temple in which it was held was 
not specifically named but from descriptions it appears 
to be Renkoji temple.

Ceremony is reported to have touched off controversy 
among local Indians over the authenticity of Netaji* s ashes 
and some have denounced ceremony which is reported to 
have been attended by only three Indians. Three former 
Japanese Army officials have also joined this controversy 
and testified to fact of Netaji1 s death and the authenticity 
of ashes. /

fihort iiotice question hrs been asked in the Parliament. 
Surprisingly we have had no report from you. Last report w; 
received from, you was in Dar1s letter. :<c.F/5( 1)NQ0-1,dated 
30th August, 1955 in vhich h o described Memorial Service 
held on the 13th August in Renkoji temple* This appears to be 
the second ceremony held In same temple. Embassy officials 
with our permission attended the ceremony of 18th August but 
reports say that boycotted last ceremony of 18th September 
which reported to have been attended by representative of 
Japanese Foreign Office. Please telegraph full facts and 
also whether’Indian Embassy boycotted 13th September 
Memorial Scrvico.

PPSTO PM: PS TO PM(4): MINISTER: D’£ KLIISTER: SG(2)*FS(2);

CSC 2 ) :  JSAD: JSft.: J ffi:  DSSCPs D & i USFEA: F3A ffiC(2):SDNG0 

. AHD CABIIIET SECRETARY.

fljpcrintendent CCB,
aiivpuri/26. 

2 1 .9 .  l9 5 o »



E . n 3 . 2-1Q U ) h  ( ' 1 6  - - 1

telegram

OTP

From - Indembassy, Tokyo. 
To - Foreign, New Delhi.

IBMEPJa I S

CCB NO. 7827.

C O N T 1 A L

DTO JULY 29 1630 
DTR JULY 291900

4
r

No.73. From Ambassador. Your telegram No.28434 dated 28 July 
"By ch. Late SUBHAS CHANDRA* BOSE. Ky views generally same as RAUF's.

Main question is whether Government are in a position publicly* 
^ to accept fact of death. If they are then there could* be*

no* objection* to Embassy participating in memorial services 
here. It will be realised that participation in memorial 
service here will also involve Government in other actions 
*foich must logically follow. Whole issue seems obviously 
tied up with repercussions at home and I feel can best be 
decided at policy level in India. Japanese feelings* or* 
those of connunity here not of much importance.

PPS 10 PMj PS TO PM (4)i MINISTER: SG(2): FS(2): CS(2): JS E j 

JS AD: JS A: JS P: D S  XP: DS E: US FEA: US PT II: FEA SBC(2>*
V

PT II SflC(2>: SO NGO & C^B SECY.

'aa/L l

/PS( 29) 
29-7-55,

*>A )
\ ' r c/

.

Superintendent CCB.



76,

OTP CCB NO. 5061. 3S'/4

TELEGRAM SECRET' '0»/'
From - Foreign, Hew Delhi. C O b l ^ ^ E N  T1AL 
To - Indembassy, Tokyo* r  "

DTO JULY 281230

m p p i m  .

• /Nc.28434. /
For -*nbassador. Your No.71 July 26. Kindly 

telegraph your views and see Rauf's d.o. No.FS(I)NG0(1).
23rd June 1954 to Kaul.

y  • • • • • »  

\ 4 ) i  MINIS'PPS TO PMj PS TO PM f 4): MINISTERS SG(2)s FS(2): CS(2) i £E£j 
JS ;j?i JS JS Pi DS XPt DS E: U3 FEu: US PTII: FBk SEC(2): 

PT II SEC(2): SO NGO AND SECY. >

Superintendent CCB.

/PS(29)
28-7-55.

i



TELEGRAM

From - Indembassy, Tokyo. 
To -  Foreign, New D e lh i.

CO
er '

ENTIAL

Dip JULY 261540 
DTR JULY 261800

• a i g Q B M i
v' ‘ . ,

No.71. Late SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE. C hief P r ie s t  o f  Renkoji 
Buddhist Temple \^o has a l l  along had custody of ashes 
proposes holding for f i r s t  time form ally a memorial servlfefc 
on 18th August. Temple a u th o r it ie s  ask Embassy approval 
for th is  and request presence o f Ambassador and other a t the 
occasion . P lease  advise a ctio n  d es ired .

m i

PPS TO PM: PS TO PM"£4)« MBIJSTS** SG(2)» FS(2)t
JS ADs JS At JS Pj DS XP: DSE» US FEui US PTII* Ffik SBE(S)j

■ 5 r ••"'I-T • ! r
PT II  SEC (2) t SO NGO AND C«B SECY. < M - 1 .

Superintendent

/P S (29) 
26-7-55.

*- • '• '  • - 4- -'ltd

/

*



* By oh,

to

f f r

teleg r am  :
Prom :
To:

N o ,3 3  CJS.

O .T.P.

2 *
In d ia , Tokyo. 
F oreign , Now D elh i*

m m . t

CCE N^.3£21.

c o ^ 5 € n t i a l  •

DTO J-PRIL 381430, 
DTR .PRIL 281850,

M.R.'*MAMURTI on ly  source a v a ila b le  confirm* ATER 
and hi® s e l f  having r e c e iv e d  ash es September 1946 and 
entrusted  them to *  custody o f  RENKOJI Temple Horinouchi 
Suginaniku Tokyo. TRIVEDI has v i s i t e d  temple and »een  
ca sk e t. Further v e r i f i c a t io n  o b v io u sly 'im p o ss ib le .^

2, According to  understanding a t  tim e oT  d e p o s it  
temple a u th o r it ie s  prepared to  despatch  ashes to  Ind ia  
provided rep ea t p rovided  arrangem ents made f o r  r e c ep tio n  
in  In d ia  w ith  honour and cerem onies appropriate to  
deceased le a d e r .

PPS to PM, PS to  PM(4), DT .MINISTER, SG, FS. SECY CB. 
DSFEA, DSXP, USFEA, CJK BR<6) ,  CiBKET SECREt/JRY,
AND SuPDT.NGO BR. ^  %

Superin tendent CCB.

£

V
X
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[AL/MOST immediateCOMF1

Copy o f  D.O. l « t t e r  N o.196-FS(P)/f lS  d a te d  the  13th  A u g u s t ,  
1960 from S h r i  A .P . V e n k a te * v » r u i ,  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  Eabaaay of I n d i a ,  
Moscow t o  S h r i  C p en d a ra  L a i ,  Onder S e c r e t e r y ( E E ) , M .E.A ., New D e l h i .

* • * • •

P le a s e  r e f ^ r  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  N o . * l / 4 1 l ( l l ) / 6 5  
d a te d  th e  T th  A ugus t ,  1906, f o r w a r d l a g  th e  R a jy a  Sabha S t a r r e d  
Q ues t ion  N o .1673 by S h r i  P .C .  M i t r a  r e g a r d in g  th e  w hereabout*  of 
N * t e j i  Sabha C handra  Boee.
2 .  A* yon a re  a « a r e ,  a a n y  y e a r*  ago th e  G overnaent
of I n d i a  had a p p o in te d  a  h ig h -p o w ere d  c o a a i t t e e  to  e n q u ir e  i n t o  th e  
c i r c u a a t a n c e *  of N e t a j i ' *  d e a t h  and i t  * u  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  he d i e d  
in  a p lan e  c r a a h .  G overnaen t  had a c cep ted  th e  C o a a i t t e e 1a r e p o r t .
Od t h i s  b a * i*  * •  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  shou ld  r e a l l y  be no need t o  
v e r i f y  f a n c i f u l  s t o r i e s  p i t  o u t  f r o a  t i a e  t o t i a e  on th e  s u b j e c t .

3 .  However, in  v iew  o f  w h a t  you have M entioned
abou t th e  q u e s t i o n  i n v o lv i u g th e  s e n t i a e n t s  of th e  people  of B e n g a l ,  
Aabaaaador had s a i d  t h a t  we a a y  t a k e  t h i s  up v e ry  i n f o r a a l l y  w i t h  the  
S o v i e t  F o re ig n  O f f i c e .  1 a c c o r d i n g l y  b ro u g h t  t h i a  a to r y  t o  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  of th e  S o u th  A s ia  B i v l a i o n  in  th e  S o v i e t  F o r e ig n  O f f i c e ,  
where I  had c a l l e d  in  a n o th e r  c o n n e c t io n ,  ^be concerned  o f f i c i a l  Wft 
had a l r e a d y  seen  t h i s  r e p o r t  in  th e  I n d ia n  new spapers  and a p p e a re d  
c o n s id e r a b ly  aaiused. He s t a t e d  t h a t  be cou ld  o n ly  coaawnt in  a 
p e r s o n a l  c a p a c i t y .  He s a id  t h a t  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  w h a te so e v e r  i n th e  
s t o r y  and added t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  e scap e  the  f e e l i n g  t h a t  th e  a t o r y  
was a  " a i a c h ie v o u a  i n v e n t i o n " .

4 . I  hope t h i s  sh o u ld  be enough f o r  your p u rp o se s .

With k in d  r e g a r d s ,



I
/

« ,  T „ i « COSFnovel ijut-j;t of India,
Mini* try of iixt«ru*l ± £ £ % ir*

i « j r . v x / 4 u ( i i ) / t s

D**r Shri Va&k»t*a*araa, £ 1
TkMk t« o  f* r  y*«r la t t e r  1U.lM-niT)/u 

Amimd Dm K ill Aaguat, 1995 regarding &ajya *ahha 
Qaaatioa *» vfeerafcbo«t» «f V a tsji Sthhsa Ch*a*Ura lea  
X fa r  j m t  la f*ra» ti*> i a aapy af rep ly
|i r a a  la  Un  ftajya Sakha •*  tfc* ITtfc M |«rt*  !§§••  

With k iw i regarde,

Yeaora htoeere ly ,

s
( V f i m r *  L U  )

Shri i .P .  YaakataawaraBy 
F irat Secretary, 
Aahaaay af l a d h ,  
Maaaov.

*

^  C o b t w^Cb * copy af Shri Veafcateavaraa* a
U tte r  tad rk%U •* *»jya Sabha |a a a tio a  forward*4, 
fo r  ia f•r a tt^ e a , t®»-

v X l .  Shri fc.L. Oapta, Uadar »e«retary, 
PrlM  * i» ia te r ’ a S e c re ta r ia t, Xav B eih i.

t .  C h iu  V lT i i in . 0 0̂8 
| J » d e # /4 e e r e t e r y  ( * )

I

fl«*A t.tsZoi



T^i- . 'V'1 ^
Telegram <-S§gBST w  ¥  CCB No. 10347

From: Indembassy Tokyo,
To: F oreign  New D e lh i .  DTG AUGUST 061230

• ~ ■ DTR AUGUST 061650
Year 1968

/
N o.159.

IMMEDIATE

S ecreta ry  I from Ambassador*

Memorial m eetin g  commemorating death  o f  NETAJI BOSE 
b ein g  organ ised  on 18th  August at R enkoji Temple Tokyo, where 
h is  ashes are en sh r in ed , under a p p aren tly  newly c o n s t i tu te d  
Bose Memorial S e rv ic e  Committee o f  w hich Chairman i s  former 
Prime M in ister  KISHI and members in c lu d e  G eneral TOJO1 s widow, 
SUZUKI former P r e s id e n t o f  war tim e Great E ast A sia  Agency 
( c o -p r o s p e r ity  sphere) /  an extrem e LDP r ig h t  wing form er 
J u s t ic e  and Finance M in is te r  and member o f D ie t .-  W hile 
in v i t in g  me to  ceremony o r g a n ise r s  have p o in te d ly  r e fe r r e d  to  

•d e la y  in  tak in g  back NETAJIfs ash es to  In d ia .
As s im ila r  m em orial m eeting never h e ld  b e fo r e  and 

r e fe r e n c e s  are l i k e l y  t o  be made in  m eeting to  d e la y  on Indian  
Government's part in  ta k in g  back NETAJI's ashes t o  Ind ia  
k in d ly  in s tr u c t  w hether I  should  a tten d  m eeting or excuse  
m y se lf  and send r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in s t e a d .  C om position o f  
com m ittee in d ic a te s  m eeting might be p art o f  Japanese movement 
to  r e h a b i l i t a t e  Jap an 's war tim e im a g e ,in  A s ia .

RIME MINISTER : SECY TO PM : PIR PM'S SECTT : MIN OF STATE : 

DY MIN : FS : SECY EAI : SECY EAII : APPL SECY : JS PP : JS P 

JS XPL : DIR X? J DIR EA : DS EA ATTACHE NG0(2) : CABJNET 

SECY ( 2 ) .

SUPERINTENDENT CCB.
SECRET
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Gonfi <3u o m iy g y K -ia j,  v _ ^ . -
a . p f ^  j ^ - ^ -  

M in istry  o f  E x tern a l A f fa ir s  ■

S u b je c ts -  Enquiry in to  th e  death  o f  N e ta j i  
Subhash Chandra B o se .

R eferen ce  Prime M in is te r ’ s S e c r e ta r ia t  
U.O. No. PMS-12726 d ated  1 9 .7 .1 9 6 9 .

F o r e ig n  M in is te r  has s e n t  a r ep ly  to  

S h r i Samar Guha, M .P ., v id e  l e t t e r  No. 2-FM /69/858  

d ated  J u ly  3 0 , 1969, a copy o f  which i s  en c lo se d  

fo r  your in fo rm a tio n  and reco rd .

n
• — 7  p  J  --------- -------------1

J . v .

(S .V . Purushottam)
S p e c ia l  A s s is ta n t  to  th e  F oreign  Minisfc 

3 1-7 -1 9 6 9

Prime M in is te r ’ s S e c t t .  (S h r i V.P.Marwaha, PS to  PM)
M .S.A . U'.O.' NoT c /5 5 l/4 /6 9 7 jP >-dated 31-7-1969.

C t o j -
1 . f

^ “T~ , I [/ CjC'- ) J^K. ■’ ]
> ‘ /

!  " " / A  '

O' •• / ✓

i i . i



Y n * V
Ministry of External Affairs

(East Asia Division)
C O

Sub* Mteta.11 Subhash Chandra Bose*a ash es  
a t  th e  R enkoji1 T eaple In  Tokyo

N e ta j i  Subhash Chandra Bose d ied  i n  an a ir c r a s h  
on 18th  A ugust, 1945 a t  Taihoku a i r f i e l d  In  F oraosa .
Some doubts were ea p ressed  in  regard  to  h is  death  and In  
resp on se to  a demand from a s e c t io n  o f  th e  p u b lic ,  th e  
Government o f  In d ia  s e t  up an Enquiry C o a a ittee  p r i l
1956. The C o a a it te e  c o n s is te d  o f  S h ri Shah Nawa h r i 
Suresh Chandra Bose and Shri S .N . M aitra and a  r e p o r t  
was subm itted  by th e  C o a a itte e  s ig n ed  by Shri Shah Nawaz 
Khan and S h r i S .N . M aitra  In  S epteaber 1956. The co n c lu 
s io n  reach ed  by th e  Enquiry C o a a ittee  was th a t N e ta j i  had 
In  fa c t  Bet h is  d eath  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  an a lr c r a s h . Govern
ment a ccep ted  th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  C o a a ittee  when P riae  
M in iste r  Jaw ah arla l Nehru la id  copy o f  a r e p o r t on th e  
Table o f  th e  House on September 11 , 1956.

2 . N e t a j i * s  body was crem ated a t the Taihoku Crema
torium  on th e  2 0 th  A ugust, 1945. The ash es were c o l le c t e d  
and tem p o ra rily  k ep t In  the N is h i (W est) H onganji Temple 
in  th a t c i t y  u n t i l  th e  Tth S ep tea b er , 1945, when th ey  
were flow n  to  Tokyo. The Shah Nawaz Committee had 
recomaended th a t  th e  a sh es  shou ld  be brought to  In d ia  
w ith tfu e  honour and a s u it a b le  aem orla l e r e c te d  fo r  them. 
T h is recom m endation was d isc u sse d  by th e  C abinet on 
9 .9 .1 9 5 6  and i t  was th en  agreed  th a t  "the q u e stio n  o f  
b r in g in g  over th e  N e ta j i* s  a sh es  to  In d ia  a ig h t  be l e f t  
fo r  fu tu r e  c o n s id e r a t io n * .

3 . L ate Prime M in is te r  Nehru w h ile  la y in g  the N e ta ji  
Enquiry Committee R eport In  th e Rajya Sabha s a id  as  
fo llo w s*

"They (E nquiry  C o a a it te e )  Bake a recommendation 
about t h e s e s  a s h e s , th a t  th ey  should  be brought 
to  In d ia  w ith  due honour and a s u ita b le  a e a o r ia l



erec ted *  So f a r  a s  th e  l a t t e r  p a rt i s  con cern ed , 
th e  Government do n ot p ro p o se , a t  t h i s  s ta g e ,  t o  
ta k e  any a c t io n *  T h is  i s  a  n a t t e r  in  w h ich , 
p rim a r ily *  t h e  f a a i l y  o f  N e ta j i  I s  con cern ed , and 
i t  i s  w ith  t h e i r  c o n s u lta t io n  and g o o d w ill th a t  
any s te p  sh ou ld  h e  taken* X aa n ot prepared t o  
sa y  th a t  I t  i s  e n t i r e ly  a  f a a i l y  o r  d o n e s t lc  B a tter*  
Zt i s  a  n a t io n a l  a a t te r *  N e v e r th e le s s , th e  f a a i l y  
la  eon cei*n ed / In d ia

4* There l a  a  body o f  o p in io n  ix ^ rh lch  s t i l l  co n tin u e s  
t o  doubt th e  d eath  o f  N e t a j i  SUbhash Chandra Bose* In  
▼lew o f  t h i s ,  Government have heen r e lu c ta n t  t o  b r in g  th e  
ash es o f  N e ta j i  t o  In d ia  as th a t  would r a i s e  a  co n tro v ersy  
and may o ffe n d  th e  f a a i l y  o f  N eta ji*  T h is  has been  
ex p la in ed  t o  P arliam ent on numerous o cca s io n s*

5* Our Ambassador h as te le g ra p h e d  th a t  a  memorial 
m eetin g  commemorating th e  d ea th  o f  N e ta j i  i s  b e in g  
o rg a n ised  on 1 8 th  August a t B en k oji Temple, Tokyo. The 
Ambassador has been  in v i t e d  to  th e  fu n o tlo n  and he 
a n t ic ip a t e s  th a t  r e fe r e n c e s  a re  l i k e l y  to  be made a t  
th e  m eeting  in  reg a rd  t o  G overnm ent's r e lu c ta n c e  to  
b r in g  back N e ta j l* s  ashes*  In  19 5 5 , th e  f i r s t  m em orial 
m eetin g  was h e ld  t o  w hich our Ambassador had been in v i t e d  
and l a t e  Nehru bad agreed  t o  our p a r t ic ip a t io n *
I t  w i l l ,  th e r e fo r e *  be d e s ir a b le  th a t  our Ambassador 
a tte n d s  th e  fo rth co m in g  m emorial m eeting  as o th e rw ise  
i t  may be m isco n stru ed  as la c k  o f  r e s p e c t  fo r  N e t a j i ' s  
memory* I f  t h e  o c c a s io n  a r i s e s ,  our Aabassador should  
even  e x p la in  G overnm ent's d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  b r in g in g  back  
N e ta ji*  s a sh es  w ith  due honour e tc *



6. We were e a r l i e r ,  t h i s  y e a r , approached by th e
Japanese Government through t h e ir  Bmbassy here to  b rin g  
back th e ash es and had ex p la in ed  th e  p o s i t io n  to  th en .
They were not aware o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  we were p aying  
Bs. 5 ,0 0 0 / -  por annua fo r  th e upkeep o f  N e t a j i ' s  a sh e s  to  
th e  Head P r ie s t  o f  th e  R enkoji t e a p le .  The Japanese Govern
ment seemed to  have a p p rec ia ted  our d i f f i c u l t i e s  and were 
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  arrangem ents we had made.

7 . Only r e c e n t ly  some 350 Members o f  Parliam ent asked  
fo r  a f r e s h  en q u iry  to  e s t a b l i s h  w hether N e ta j i  In  f a c t  
d ied  in  1945. As such c o n s id e r a b le  doubt co n tin u e s  to  
e x i s t  and i t  i s  perhaps n o t a d v is a b le ,  f o r  th e  p r e se n t , t o  
bring back th e  a sh e s  o f  N e ta j i  Subhash Chandra B ose.

D ir e c to r  (EA) 
7 .8 .1 9 6 8



K ,P. B a lak rish n  
D ir ec to r  (B stab

N o .2 5 /4 /lG 0 /V o l.I I I 2 1 s t  November 1973

S u b jec t:  Advance N o tice  fo r  Rajya Sabha S tarred  
Q uestion  D.Jfo.40?> regard in g  I te ta ji and 
IMA Treasure

-to O o t-

Dear S h r i S reera a a n ,

As d e s ir e d  by you, I a® e n c lo s in g  a note
g iv in g  fu rth er  in fo r * a t io n  r e la t in g  to  the handing  
over o f the "Treasure" to  our M ission  in  Tofcyo, i t *  
d espatch  to  D e lh i ,  s a fe  custod y  in  the M in is tr y  o f  
E x te r n a l A ffa ir s  and handing over to  the Natonal 
Museum. The in fo rm a tio n  i s  based  on our f i l e s  on 
the s u b je c t .

S h r i N .3 . Sreeram an, 
P r iv a te  S e c r e ta r y  to  the  

P r ise  M in is te r ,
P .M .'s O f f ic e ,
ggw.PBJBIi.
Bncs As above

(K .P . Balafcrishnan) •
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M in istry  o f  B x tern a l A ffa ir s

S h ri S .A . A yer, D irec to r  o f P u b l ic i t y ,  Government 
o f  Bombay, v i s i t e d  Japan in  May 1951 and met S h r i * .K . Chettt 
Head of the Indian  L ia iso n  M iss io n , Tokyo. S h r i Ayer 
vas s ta y in g  w ith  S h ri Ramamurti. Both o f them were 
connected w ith  N e ta ji Subhas Chandra B ose . S h r i Ayer 
proposed that the g o ld  and je w e lle r y  which had been  
c o l le c t e d  from the plane in  which N e ta ji met h is  
death  should be s e n t  to  the Government o f In d ia  fo r  
d is p o s a l .  On Prime M in ister* s  in s t r u c t io n s .  S h r i Chettur 
was asked in  September 1951 to  ta*e p o sse s s io n  o f  the 
go ld  and J e w e ller y  which was in  S h r i Ramamurti's 
p o sse ss io n  and keep i t  in  the M ission  u n t i l  fu r th er  
in s t r u c t io n s .  A cco rd in g ly , the a r t i c l e s  were taken  
p o sse ss io n  o f  on 24th  September 1951; the r e c e ip t  
was signed by S h r i V .C . T r iv e d i, the th en  F ir s t  S e c r e ta r y  
o f  th* M iss io n . B e fo re  tak in g  over, the v a lu a b le s  were 
weighed and a l i s t  o f  co n ten ts  prepare'*. A copy o f the  
l i s t  i s  e n c lo s e d .

2 .  In O ctober 1952 i t  was enquired o f  our
Ambassador w hether th e  above a r t i c l e s  could be brought 
over to  In d ia ; s in c e  our Treaty o f  Peace w ith  Japan 
had come in to  f o r c e ,  t h i s  should b e /co m p a ra tiv e ly  /a  
e a sy  m a tter . M ission  proposed t o  send th ese  w ith  
S h r i Damle, J o in t  S e c r e ta r y , AgrioLture M in istry  
who was re tu rn in g  t o  In d ia  on 7 .1 1 .5 2 .  As h is  f l i g h t  
was d e la y ed , S h r i Darale reached D e lh i o n ly  on th e  
n ig h t  o f  1 1 .1 1 .5 2 9 by a PAN AM Airways f l i g h t *  The 
box co n ta in in g  the v a lu a b le s  was taken over fo r  sa fe  
custody by the then  J o in t  S ecre ta ry  (A d m in istra tio n )  
in  the M in istry  o f  E x te r n a l A ffa ir *  S h r i Harishwar ^ a y a l 
on 1 2 .1 1 .1 9 5 2 . A n ote on f i l e  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  box 
"has been sea le d  and kept in  double locked s a fe  o f  the  
T reasurer o f  the M in is tr y  o f  E x tern a l A f fa ir s " .

3 ,  In  a minute recorded on 2 .1 2 .5 3 ,  the
\ t \> v Prime M in is te r  in s tr u c te d  th a t the v a lu a b le s  should

be kept c a r e f u l ly  and th a t  " a l l  r e l i c s  o f  S h r i Subhas 
Chandra Bose should  be c a r e fu l ly  preserved  In proper 
c a se s" . The M in istry  o f  E ducation  then proposed on 
7 .1 2 .1 9 5 3  th a t  th e  " trea su re" , locked in  a box and 
s e a le d , should be d e p o sited  in  the N a tio n a l Museum.
On 3 0 .1 2 .5 3 , th e  box co n ta in in g  the " treasu re"  as 
per l i s t  on the f i l e  was opened and th e c o n ten ts  
cheeked anfl th e r e a f te r  re -lo ck ed  and r e - s e a le d  w ith  
the N.G.O. s e a l  o f  th e  M in istry  o f  E x te r n a l A f f a ir s ,  
and handed over along w ith  the key to  Mr. J .K . H oy. 
S u p er in ten d en t, N a tio n a l Museum, in  the presence o f  
Mr. A .C . B a n er jl o f  the N ation a l Museum. T h is  note  
has been sig n ed  by S h ri D evi D iy a l ,  then  Deputy 
S ecre ta ry  in  th e M in is tr y  o f  E x tern a l A f f a ir s ,  as w e l l  
as by S h r i J .K . Roy and S h r i A.C. B a n e r l i .  The sum 
o f  Y# 2 0 ,0 0 0 /-  (R upees 265-10) was handed over to  the

• . . 2
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c o n f ^ ^ n t j

s y tIA ll  In d ia  Congress Coom ittee* New D e lh i,  on 16 .1?  
▼i^e th e ir  r e c e ip t  N o.901, fo r  tr a n s fe r  to  I .N .A . 
R e l ie f  Fund.

-ami

.1954



INITIAL
LIdT CF IT^MS TA*EN PROM MR. HAM MURTY BY THE EMBASSY OF 

k INDIA, TOKYO ON 2 4 .9 .1 9 5 1  AW) HANDED OVER TO THS
NATIONAL MUSEUM, NEW OS M I on 3 0 .1 2 .1 9 5 3  - S

0O0 : -

BUND IKE I  ,

focX agt-J.
Charred r in g s  and pendants 400 grass
PacKa.gR ?
Charred and broken b a n g le s , p in s ,  b u ck les e tc *  2 legs. 560 grans

Charred and broken b a n g le s , p en d an ts, sn u ff box
m ed als, co in s  and r in g s  325 grams
P.agfraJS9-.4.
Charred neeklanee p ie c e s ,  m edals and r in g s  325 grans

fes*agfl,5
Charred e a r -r in g s ,  n o s e -r in g s ,  m o stly  v i t h  sto n es  700 grams 
& e j a g g _ £
Charred and broken b a n g les  and a n k le ts  1 k g . 700 grams
.fasfr.age..?
Charred and broken r in g s ,  n o se r in g s  and pendants 825 grams

■EasftagftJI
Charre* r in g s  and n o se -r in g s  425 grams

Package.-2
Charred n e c k la c e , b a n g le s , b roach es A nose r in g s  320 grams 

Pa.cKagtt.-IO
Charred e a r -r in g s  w ith  s to n e s  and r in g s  425 grams

Eac3ttgtt-.U
Charred r in g s  105 grams

Pa<?.*flgSLl2
Charred r in g s  and ch ain  200 gr»ms

.foc*aR»-13
C harred  r in g s  and b u tto n s 50 grams

. f o g f c M g . i i .
Charred ea r  pendants .......5S S*®*5

8 .4 1 0
> BUNDIB I I

Charred gold  mixed w ith  m olten  m e ta l, iro n  e t c .  3*500
BUND IE I I I

M e ta l, m ostly  b*se and d u st 1 .6 0 0  .
p. im:?. m
( 1 ) 9 p ie c e s  o f  go ld  i 300 grams
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Hi Ml STS Y OF AL AFFAIRS.

\X

S u b je c t: -  IN A TREASURE.
• • •

As d es ir e d  by the P r in c ip a l S ecretary  to  the 

Priae M in is te r , a copy o f  the d e t a i le d  note on the  

" H A Treasure * prepared in  t h i s  M in istry  i s  sen t  

h e r e v ith . \t v?;
( K .P .B a lak ristm an .)  

D ir e c to r  (B s tb lis h a e n t )

( S.W-V \J >vV^v )
D t . 2i . i 2 . i 9 7 s

A
^ Y / v -

r ^ r
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T h e re  i  - ? l a r r e  der re -  of uncer ta in ty  regard ing  the

e - r l y  hi~tory of the "I.: A Treasure" from the t ine  N e ta j i

iubhash Chandra 3os = l e f t  Rangoon in  April 19!+5» carry ing

number of va luables  v i t h  him to  the time tha t  c e r t a in  va luab les

vere hpnded over to  the Indian  Lia ison  Mission in  Tokyo cn

r U h  ieptgmber, 195' hy ^h r i  ham Murthy, one of N e t a j i ' s

f o r r e r  as-ociater. Netrji h=~d r e c e i^ 0  ̂ ^ iyea^le donations

from Indian r e s id e n ts  i n  Couth East Asia, in  the form cf  cash

and valuables  for  f inanc ing  the INA. On the occasion of h is

b i r thday  in  Janu. ry 19*+5 he - a?, weighed again t  gold.  How much

of the l i q u id  a s se ts  vere c a r r i e d  by n e ta j i  during h is  r e t r e a t

frotr; Rangoon onwards cannot be a sce r ta ined  p rec i se ly ,  as ’-as

noted by the N e ta j i  Enquiry Committee in  1956. Witnesses

examined by the Committee gave v ide ly  d i f f e r in g  v e rs ions  of the

conten ts  and the value of the t r e a su re  ca r r ied  by N e ta j i .

Apart from d i f f e r i n g  vers ions  ■'••ith regard to  the number of bexes

accompanying him, there  ’-as the testimony of one v l tn e s s  to

the e f f e c t  tha t  N e ta j i  had taken  1UO lb s .  of gdd v i th  him and

th a t  of another v’ho es t im ated  the valuables c - r r i e d  at Rs.1 cror~:

One ’ I t n e s "  ’-hose tes timony rece ived  some independent corrobora-
/

t i o n  by a Japanese ’I t ness ’--as N e t a j i ' s personal v a l e t  vtao ’-as 

apparen t ly  present a t  the time then  the boxes conta in ing  the 

v a lu ab le s  ’-ere checked before  N e t a j i ' s  departure from 3r-ngkok 

i n  August 19U-5 . Accordinr t o  tKiis • itnes.s there  vere four  s t e e l  

eg as  ’ hich contained a r t i c l e s  of j e ' e l l e r y  commonly yorn ^y 

In d ian  ’ omen, Pounds and Guineas and some gold v i r e s .  In  

a d d i t io n  to  th e re ,  four  boxes, th e re  ' a s  a lso  a small l e a t h e r



_  2  _ '  v C O N a ^ T N T I A L
r f tx x j/O ^
Nfi((^ENTI>

/p e r s o n a l  a tta ch e  c :se  co n ta in in g  N e t a j i p a r t i c l e s  he had brought from 
e f f e c t s  and _

c e r t a in  S in gap ore . The N e ta ji In q u iry  Committee found th at during h is
o th er
v a lu a b le  l a s t  v i s i t  to  Singapore and 3angkok, N e ta ji had d isbursed  la r g e

i amounts. The Committee was unable t o  g et any accurate p ic tu r e

of ”hat N eta ji ca rr ied  v i t h  him at the time of h is  departure  

from Bangkok but contended th«*t some v a lu a b le s  such as ornaments 

’ ere c e r ta in ly  c - r r le d  by him. The Committee a ls o  found i t

m r

difficult to reconstruct the events as relevant documents had
in

been destroyed to void falling/to the Allied hands. Some 

vitnessA'ihad testified that Netaji vas not kean on taking the 

/ i t  treasure ’ ith him and had wanted to  leave/in Bangkok or Saigon

but s in c e  as v i l l i n g  to  take charge of it, he carried the

valuables t-dth him.

2 . A number o f ’ ’in tn e s s e s  had t e s t i f i e d  to  see in g  the boxes  

co n ta in in g  the trea su re  at th e  Saigon  A ir f ie ld  ju st  b efore  

N e t a j i ’ s outward f l i g h t  in  the a ftern o o n  o f 17th  August 191+5 . 

W hile, h ere , aga in  th ere  are v id e ly  d i f f e r in g  v e r s io n s , the  

Committee has taken  as c o n c lu s iv e  the fa c t  th a t N e ta ji ca rr ied  

from Saigon  v ith  him "tv-o la r g e  le a th e r  s u i t - c a s e s  about 30"

long co n ta in in g  gold  and v a lu a b le s .  ” While the committee cou ld  

not get any e s t im a te s  o f the v a lu e  o f the con ten ts o f the s u i t 

c a s e s ,  the f e e l in g  > as th a t i t  could  not b # -a n y h er e  rear th e  

R s .1 crore m entioned by one v i t n e s s .  ^

3 . A fter  the p lane crash  at Taihoku on the 18th  A ugust,

_ C ol.H fabibur Bahman had e n q u ire d  ttat next day from Jap an ese

o f f i c e r s  as t o  -..hat had happened t o  th e baggage, p a r t ic u la r ly  

^  th e  tv o  le a th e r  s u i t - c a s e s  c o n ta in in g  v a lu a b le s . He N»es t o ld

t h a t ,  w h ile  much o f th e  baggage had been b urnt, some charred  

je w e lle r y  had been sa lv a g ed  fran  the ground and kept in  s a fe  

custody at the M ilita r y  H eadquarters. The Committee found th a t
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th e re  \r ;s some d iscrep a n cy  in  the accounts given by the Japanese 

o f f i c e r s  ”ho took p?rt in  t h i s  oper t io n ;  vh i le  one of them s tr te  

th?>t the va luab les ,  *-hich -e re  sealed in  a g a so lin e  can, had beer 

kept under guard fo r  on ly  one n igh t in  the a i r f i e l d  before  

d e liv e r y  to  M ilita r y  H eadquarters, another w in tess  s ta te d  th a t  

i t  had been kept fo r  fou r  or f iv e  days in  th e  a ir - r a id  s h e lt e r  

under guard b efore  d e l iv e r y  t o  H eadquarters. I t  i s ,  however, 

c e r ta in  th at the v a lu a b le s  vere  d e liv e r e d  to  the Im p eria l 

G eneral H eadquarters, Tokyo, on 7th  September, ifh e  O ff ic e r s  

vho took charge o f th e se  as x-ell as Col.Habibur Rahman m entioned  

th a t the v a lu a b le s  vere in  a n a ile d  wooden box which was not 

sealfed; t h is  i s  a departure from th e  e a r l i e r  accounts which 

m entioned a se a le d  g a s e o lin e  can . I t  would appear th a t on 9th

or 10th  September th e  box co n ta in in g  v a lu a - le s  ' a s  taken charge/
o f by Shri Ram Murthy frcxn th e  Im peria l General H eadquarters;

Shri Ayer vac p o s s ib ly  p r e s e n t . The Committee £ound some 

d iscrepan cy  in  the s ta tem en ts  of Dol.H abibur Rahman, Shri Ram 

Murthy and Shri Ayer in  regard t o  the circu m stan ces surrounding  

the handing over th e box a t th e  H eadquarters; in  p a r t ic u la r  the

d isc r e p a n c ie s  r e la te d  t o  the d ate o f d e l iv e r y  and who took charge
/

o f th e  box. According t o  C ol.H abibur Rahman, th e  s e a ls  o f the 

box co n ta in in g  th e  v a lu a b le s  vere  found to  be broken at th e  tim e  

o f d e liv e r y ;  fu r th e r  i t  appeared t o  have been tampered w ith  and

was much l i g h t e r  and on ly  h a l f  f u l l .  The \co n ten ts  vere found  

t o  be ornaments o f f o ld  and j e w e lle r y ,  a l l  ch arred , mired and 

fu sed  v ith  m eta ls and sm a ll n i t s  from th e  w reckage. They

sep arated  in to  th ree  l o t s  accord in g  t o  -whether th ey  con ta in ed

more go ld  or base m e ta l. A fte r v a r d s , they were re-packed  in  a

J .

box and n a ile d . The v^ght o f the v a lu a o le s  vas found t o  b«

V -



/c h a rg e  of 
Shri Harrr'
Murthy to  be 
handed over 
t o  »&{,
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C O N j Q f E N i I

11 kgs. This ’.-as noted and a rough l i r t  '-re mads and signed 

by Col.Habibur Rahman. A photocopy of the note i s  a v a i la b le .  

Col.Rt.htnan l e f t  the v l u a . l e s  in  th e /a u th o r i ty  which arose in  

In d ia  in  success ion  to  N e ta j i 13 movements. At the same tim e, 

Shri .Ayer l e f t  3 0 0  gms. of gold and 2 0 , 0 C 0  Yens in  cash v i th  

Shri Ram Murthy v i th  s im ila r  d i r e c t i o n .  The l i s t  prepaced 

by Col.Habibur Rahman i s  as fo llow s:

i )  Comparatively pure gold in  two 
’•ooden boxes and paper vrapper 
(weight includes ’-ieght of gold
and wooden boxes . . .  7 Kg. 900 gms.

ii)O ne packet of gold mixed v i£ |x .‘- 
molten m eta l,iron  etc .(w eigh t  
includes weight of gold,m etal
iron e tc . th e  paper ’-rapper) . . .  3 Kgs.100 gms.

Total . . .  11 Kgs.

b.  Shri Ram Murthy kept the valuab les and cash ’1 th  him

from 19^5 to  19 5 1; i t  --as not kept in  a bank as he feared  th a t  

i t  might be confiscated  by the Occupation a u th o r i t i e s .  He 

a lso  did not take any step s to  co n tac t any Indian a u th o r itie s  

during a l l  these years. The Ccmnittee found reason to  b e liev e  

that he denied having- the trensure with him; according to  

Shri Ram Murthy, Shri Ayer had advised him not to  take any 

action  t i l l  the connected matters of N eta ji’ s as^s was 

s a t is fa c to r ily  so lved . During t h i s  period there vere a lle g a t io  

against S hri Ram Murthy in  regard  to  m isappropriation of the 

funds of the la te  Indian Independcence League of which he vas 

the President in  Japar? as v e i l  as the v a lu ab le s  c a rr ied  by • 

N etaji; tihri Ayer* s name had a ls o  been asso c ia ted  with these  

charges. The matter had been referred to  the M inistry  of 

External A ffa irs by the then Head of the Liaison M ission in  
. . . . . . .  5 / -
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Tokyo Shri Ramr> nao in  December 19*+7• Subsequent Heads of 

M issions hrd a lso  rep o r ted  on susp ic ions regard ing  m isappropria t

ion  on the part of Shri Roma Murthy; the fa ct th a t  he had cttvux1 

know ledge of ex is ten ce  of the treasure only strengthened  the 

su sp ic io n s .  In  1951> the  Head of the Ind ian  L ia ison  Mission 

S h ri O iettur had rep o r ted  th a t  Shri Ram Murthy had become 

a f f lu e n t  overnight i n  19I+6 , "when h is  com patriots vere on the 

verge of s t a rv a t io n  and m isery".

5* In 1951» Shri Ayer who vas then D irector of PubUbity

in  the then Government of Bombay proceeded to  Tokyo on vhat was 

claimed to  be a holiday t r ip .  In Tokyo , he stayed with Shri 

Ram Murthy and i t  came to  lig h t  subsequently that Shri Ram Murth} 

had a lso  financed Shri Ayer's tr ip . While in  Tokyo, Shri Ayer 

met the Head of the Indian L iaison M ission Shri Chettur on 29th  

May 1951 and stated  that one of the ob jectives of h is  ‘M ission1 

to  Tokyo vas the recovery of the gold and je  ̂ e l le r y  which had
' fr

been c o lle c te d  from the  place in  vhich N e ta j i  met h is  death .

He informed Shri Chettur that seme part of N e ta ji1 s c o lle c t io n s  

had been saved such as fused and molten gold ornaments, vhich 

in  h is ip in ion  was worth about Rs.1 lakh. His dism issed lo c a l  

rumours_put the vslue  of the c o lle c t io n  at several m illion s of 

rupees. He a lso  informed Shri Chettur that Col.Habibur Rahman
. •  ̂ s'

and him self had compiled a d eta iled  l i s t  of the items in  19^5
- * * » \  . . 
and he wanted to  check these l i s t s  befare''the valuab les could be

sent to  India; he handed over to Shri Chettur photostat^ copies

of le t te r s  W ritten by Col.Habibur Rahman and by h im self to  
/  t  ^  ini's
--hen the valua- Shri R a m -Murthj^in 19^5* He suggested that the valuab les be sen' 

s ofnp- ĉ oXcl
ana Yen rOOOO/- t0 Delhi by Diplomatic bag i n  small l o t s  to  be disposed of 1feez
had been l e f t  governnent o f . I n d ia  in  such a manner as i t  deemed f i t .
’ i t h  S h r i .  '
Ram Murthy

................ 6 / -

\
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I t  i-ould appe-r from subseruent reco rds  th a t  Shri Ayer had

in sp ec ted  the va luab les  on 6th  June 1951 while in  Tokyo, and

compared the  l i s t  - i t h  the  o r ig in a l  l i s t  l e f t  by Col.Habibur

Rahman. The fo l io - in p  d e t a i l s  have been given in  h g n d -v r i t te n

note by by him

i )  Comparatively pure gold in  8 .5  kgs.
papers bundles onlyCthe inc rease  
in  weight i s  apparen tly  due to  
d i f f e r e n t  sca les  used fo r  weighing)

i i )  Gold mixed v ith  molten metal e tc . 3 .0  kgs.

Total . . . .  1 1 .5  kgs.

6. I t  i s  in terestin g  to  note that there ’-as no mention 

in  the nev l i s t  of t'-o wooden boxes, vhose vieght had a lso  

included in  the ’•eight as assessed  by Col.Habibur Hahman. I f  

on§ takes th is  in to  account, the icrease  in  --eight during iecond  

weighing by Shri Ayer would be even more su b sta n tia l.

7 . Shri Chettur was in stru cted  by the Govarment of India  

to  take over the  valuables should Shri Ayer hand them over to  

the M ission. Subseeuently, in s tru c tio n s vere sent but to  the 

e f f e c t  that the M ission's e'ndeavour should be to  get possession  

of a l l  the treasure on behalf of Government and to  k«ep i t  in  

satfe custody penfiing In stru ction s jbn i t s  d isp o sa l. However,

Shri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to  the M ission durirffe

h is  v i s i t  and l e f t  Tokyo fo r  India on 1 1 th June, 1951*
\

8 . Cn h is  fceturn to  In d ia , Shri Ayer met the Prime M inister  

In September, 195^* Subsequently,• in stru ctio n s from Prime 

M in ister , our Missicxi in  Tokyo ’-as asked on 23rd September, 1951 

to  take over from Shri Ram Murthy a l l  the INA treasure in  h is  

p ossession  and keep i t  in  the M ission u n t il  further in s tr u c tio n s .
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The Mission '?=s a lso  asked to  in tim ate  the nature and quantity
S Vw •

of t r e a su re .  Cn 2bt'a September 1951 > the F i r s t  Secre tary  of the 

Mission Shri V .C.Trivedi and the R e g is t ra r  went to  Shri Ram Murthy1.' 

house and took possession  of the va r io u s  packages a f te r  opening 

and veighing then ^ i th  the M iss io n 's  sc a le s  in  the presence of 

Shri Ram Murthy-s-?*#® and h is  v l f e .  I t  vas found th a t  th e re  

ie re  three c lo th  bundles con ta in ing  v a lu ab le s ,  a paper package 

contain ing  gald pieces and Yen 2 0 , 0 0 0  in  cash. The l i s t  prepared 

by the Mission in d ic a tin g  th e  ve igh ts  of various packages ’-as sent 

to  the M in is try .  Subsequently , th e re  i s  record  of the va luab les  

having been veighed tw ice ; one in  the  M in istry  of E xtern?! A ffa irs  

soon a f te r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  in  In d ia  ( th e  date i s  not sp e c i f ie d  but 

i t  i s  some*,-here around 1 . 1 2 . 1 9 5 2 )  and l a s t l y  in  the N ational 

Museum on in s t ru c t io n s  of Prime M in is te r  on 9.10,78* The following 

tab le  has been prepared to  compare the v e ig h ts  of in d iv id u a l  items 

as found on the  th ree  o c c a s io n s :-

3UNDLE I  Package 1 
{ Package 2 

Package 3 
‘ Package

Package 5 
Package 6 
Package 7 
Package 8 
^Package 9 r 
Package 10 
Package 11 
Package 12 
Pahkage

XI
Package

i f

I

Weight in d ic 
ated  by Ind ian  
M ission in  Tokyo 
a t  th e  time of 
tak ing  over 

195.12

UOO gms
2 K gs.560 gms 
3 2 5  gms 
325 gms 
700 gms 
1 kg . 700 gms 
8 2 5  gms 
U-25 gms 
320 gms 
5-25 gms 
105 gms 
200 gms 
50 gms 
50 gms

3 ,500 Kgs.
1,600 kgs

Weight found 
on in sp ec tio n  
in  MEA a f t e r  
a r r i v a l

A 1.12.19521?

Weight found 
on im 'oectio : 
on 9 .10;78

399.90 gms. 389.5 gms*
2 Kgs.Uf7.07 gms 3*05^ Kgs.

A y e r '  s l a t  •
)7 ’ Nipe p ieces of

gold 300 gms

315*70  gms 
31 !+.60 gms 
62^.32 gms 
1 k g . 6̂ 3.65 gms
797.05 gms „ 
^2^.75 gms ,
303.55 gms 
5+15.55 gms 
108.95 gms
201.55 gms 
M+.22 gms 
1+6.05 jgms

3.M+2 gms
Not weighed

298.75 gms

318 gms.
318 gms 
628 gms
1656.5 gms 
812 gms 
1+25*0 gms 
307*5 gms 
J+19.7  gms 
101 gas 
205*0 gms 
*+6 gms 
50*5 gms-

3.*+93- 2 gms 
9665 grms. |

300.05 gas

. . . S / -



9 . A t  the time of taking over of the valuable's in  Tokyo

o hri Chettur pointed out th a t  the ’ e ig h t  as found by the Mission

-a s  more than  *--hat ’ as sho’-n in  Gol.Habibur Rahman's l e t t e r .  .

The l a t t e r  h d a lso  not mentioned the th i r d  package conta in ing

dust and b^.^e metal; ac .-cording to  Shri Ram Murthy th i s  had been

omitted as i-t ’-as p ra c t ic a l ly  w o rth le ss .  Shri Chettur found

two susp ic ious circum stances, one th a t  the pieces of gold handed

over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared to  be b r ig h t and completely

untarn ished  and did not appear to  h?ve bean kept in  custody fo r

nearly  s ix  years as vas claimed. Shri Ayer, who was supposed

to  have l e f t  the gold pieces ’1 th  Shri Ram Kurthy in  19^5 had

a sse r ted  th a t  the p ieces vere e x a c t ly  in  the form in  vhich he

had brought them from Saigon. F a r th e r ,  the 20,000 Yen handed

over to  the Mission ’ as in  the no tes then  cu rren t and not in

the notes c u rre n t  in  19^5* Shri Chettur was ?t that time able

to  get a c o n f id e n t ia l  re p o r t  from the  Japanese Foreign M inistry

on the question  of the t r e a s u re .  According to  t h i s ,  N e ta ji

had s u b s ta n t ia l  quan tity  of gold ornaments and p rec icu s  s tones
s u i t -

in  Saigon but w^as allowed to  carry only tw o/cases on the i l l  

fated f l ig h t ,  ^ven those two su it -c a s e s , according to  

Shri Chettur, must have carried very much more than *>hat vas 

handed ever by Shri Ram Murthy to  the M ission in  1951• There 

vere a lso  u n certa in ties  surrounding the fate of th e  bulH of 

the treasure vhich N etaji had l e f t  in  Saigon i t s e l f ;  that i t

vas s u b s ta n t ia l  i s  in d ic a te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  on 26th  January. . *
19^5> N etaji had been weighed against gcib. Against t h i s  

background, Shri Qiettur f e l t  that i t  va^ d if f ic u l t  to  believ*  

that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to  

the M ission represented a l l  that Shri Ayer had brought from 

Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion  that Shri Ayer,



■ 9 ^
apnrehensive of the e a r ly  conclusion of the  Peace Treaty , had 

come to Tokyo to  "divide the  lo o t and sa lve  h is  and. Shri Ham 

Murthy*s conscience by the handing over of a small quan tity  

to  the Government in  the hope th a t  by doing so, he would also  

succeed in  dr-v ing  a red he rr ing  across the t r a i l " .

10 . The N etaji Enquiry Committee in  1956 has not drawn 

any s p e c if ic  conclusions on whether the r,re sure had been 

misappropriated, and i f  so, by whom. The Commit tee concluded 

that the charred and damaged p ieces of gold and je w e lle r y  

e tc .  which are in  the National Museum formed a part of N e ta ji's 

baggage in  h is  la s t  journey and \-ere salvaged from the Taihoku 

Airport and la te r  recovered from Sari Ram Murthy. The ComTiHtee 

a lso  found th?t vhat was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in  1951 

ta l l ie d  v ith  the l i s t  signed by Col.Habibur Rahman. But the 

Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 

vere carried by N etaji in  h is la s t  f l ig h t  and how much- of i t  

vas recovered, particu larly  since the tyo su it-c a se s  s i id  to  

have been taken by N etaji had not been weighed; the Committee 

vas of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 

much le t s  than a l l  that N eta ji carried with him. In view of the 

discrepancies in  statements r e la tin g  to  the conclusion of the

v a luab les  from Taihoku Airport, th e ir  subsequent custody and__ /

handing over to  f f e ta j i 's  a sso c ia te s , the Committee expressed  

the opinion that " it vas f?r from clear as to  what vas C ollected

from laihoku Airport, whether and t-hen tĥ e container vas changed
■ . ' ' ' " ’ .
whether there wan any subtraction  and who took d elivery  of i t

*

in  Tokyo and when". The Committee suggested that in  case a sep-
/

arate inquiry ifcto th is  vas considered necessary, such an 

inquiry would have to  cover not only the treasure carried by 

N etaji on h is  la s t  joirney but a lso  examination of the en tire

a scests  and l i a b i l i t i e s ,  in  c-sh  and kind, of th e Provisional
/ '  ’ ..............1 0 / -



Government of Azad Hind. The Committee vas however vas not sure 

whether such an in q u iry  vould serve any purpose a f t e r  the  lapse  

of time e sp e c ia l ly  s ince  ’.-.-hatever records there  might have been, 

had been destroyed.

1 1. The one-man In q u i ry  Commission headed J u s t i c e  Khosla
not

in  Be port dated 30th  June 197^ d id /go  in to  any d e t a i l  on the 

sub jec t of the t r e a s u re .  The Commission- had not s p e c i f i c a l ly  

encuired in to  t h i s  m a t te r .  The Commission has noted a suggestion 

m?de to  i t  th a t  p a r t  of the t r e a s u re  had been m isappropria ted  

by Shri Ham Murthy and h is  b ro th e r  J.Murthy. But the  Commission 

could not find  any s a t i s f a c to r y  proof of such m isap p ro p r ia t io n  

and f e l t  th a t  "no u s e fu l  purpose could be served by pursuing 

a quest vhich vas not l i k e l y  to  y ie ld  anything 'd e f in i t e  or 

worthwhile". ? , ,

12, In  October 1953-* our Ambassador in  Tokyo ’-as asked

whether the t re a su re  could notybe brought over to  Inriia  as our 

Peace Treaty with Japan had come in to  fo rce .  The M ission propose 

on 27th October 1952 th a t  the v a lu ab les  be sent with Shri Damle 

J o in t  Secre tary  i n  the  M in is try  of A gricu lu tu re , vho was on a 

v i s i t  to  Tokyo at th a t  time and * as re tu rn ing  to  In d ia  on 7 th  

November^- The M ission f e l t  t h a t  i t  was not necessary  to  r e f e r  

the  m atter to  the Japanese Government vho hadevinced no i n t e r e s t
' ^  * ■ 

in  the m atte r .  Due to  de lay  in  the  f l i g h t  Shri Damle, reached 

Delhi on the  10th evening by PANAM f l i g h t 'No. 3. At the  req u es t 

of M inistry  of E x te rn a l A f fa i r s ,  in s t ru c t io n s  were is su ed  to  the  

Customs examination under the *note and p/ass* procedureon the
d r'V

u n d e rs ta t in g  th q t the  a r t i c l e s  vould be assessed  l a t e r  and c u s tc r  

duty paid by the  M in is t ry  of E x te rn a l  A ffa ir s .  An import perm it 

from the  Be serve Bank of In d ia  vas a lso  not in s i s t e d  upon.
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) *3 ' A c c o r d i n g  to the records, Shri Da^le on arrival

d e l i v e r e d  the v a l u a b l e s  to  Shri H.Dayal, th e n  Joint Secretary 

( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n )  in the M i n i s t r y  of E x t e r n a l  Affairs. . The su it -  

l e ss e s  ’-as kept in his cab inet. Thereafter, on 3n unspecified  

date, tha valuables --ere checked and weighed. The rea u lsts  of 

the weighing are in  the table given e a r lie r  ( it i s  to  be noted 

th?t neither the e a r lie r  l i s t  sent by our M ission in  Tokyo 

in d icatin g  the ■'■eights as found at the time of taking over of 

valuables from Shri Han Murthy nor the l i s t  as prepared in  the 

M inistry a fter  arr iva l of the items here are signed or authenti

ca ted ). The valuab les vere considered to  be ••■orth about 

Rs.90,0C0 at that time; th is  i s  presumably based on a message 

from the M ission in  Tokyo before despatch of the goods that they 

might be insured for R s.9 0 ,0 0 0 /- Prime M inister inspected the 

a r t ic le s  on 9. 1 . 1953* ^e minuted as fo llo w s:-

^  "I saw t h i s  t r e a s u re .  I t  made a poor show. Apa^t
from some gold p ieces , i t  consisted  of charred 
remains of seme rather cheap jew ellery c h ie f ly  some 
s ilv e r  and gold a r t ic le s ,  a l l  broken up. I think  
that th is  should be kept as i t  i s .  Apart from 
everything e ls e ,  i t  i s  sane evidence of the a ircra ft  
accident and subsdqufcnt f i r e 1'.

Ilf. The question of exempting the valuab les from Custc®s

duty --as taken up ->--ith the M inistry of Finance. I t  ’-as suggested

to  the M inistry of External A ffa irs that in  case these vere

considered as a r t ic le s  of h istrrical value * hich vbuld be kept in

a pub lic  p lace ,  exemption could be feiven. This vas confiwned

by the M inistry and exemption from customs duty vas accorded.

1 5 . As regards the custody of the/box containing valuable

th is  '•as taken over by Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secretary (Adminis

tr a tio n ) on 26th  September, 1953 a*1*1 deposited in  the 

trea su rer 's  sa fe . On Jth  October 1953» the box vas double
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sealed  ’ ith  an NGO ?eal and a FM's Secretariat sea l  in  presence 

of Deputy Secret-ry(A dm inistration). I t  i s  seen from a subseq

uent note that the box containing the valuables  h id  been put 

inside a realed bag and deposited in  the c-sh chest of the 

M inistry.

the IK1 s Secretariat in  regard to  the eventual d isposa l of these  

valu ab les. On M .  "1.19 53 the Prime M inister suggested that the 

M inistry of Education take charge of the treasure after in sp ectio  

Following t h is ,  Shri Humayun Kabir of the M inistry of Education 

Shri J.K.Hoy, Superintendenti Central Asian A n tiq u ities Museum 

(National Museum) and Joint Secretary( A dm inistration), M inistry  

of External A ffa irs , inspected the treasure on 27.11.1953*  

Thereafter Shri Kabir recorded a note to  the e f fe c t  that the ,

. items ’ ere not su itab le  for ex h ib itio n  and therefore these cculd

best be handed over to  the fam ily of N etaji Bose, i f  neces'ary, 

after  a b r ie f exh ib ition  in  D elh i. The then M inister of 

Education, Maulana AbuB Kalam A-ad suggested that these items 

be ha'Sed over to N e ta j i1 s fam ily. Hovever, Prime M inister in  a 

minute recorded on 2*12.19 53  sta ted  that the a r t ic le s  could not 

be sent to  the N eta ji’ s fam ily as the family had shown no in te r s s 

in  them and vere not prepared to  admit that N etaji had died in

that accident. IM sta ted  that v h ile  there vas no question of

r ic a l  va lu e, they should be kept ca re fu lly . Following these  

in s tru c tio n s , the M inistry of Edu cation  Redded that the treasur  

locked in  abox and sea led , ■-•ould be deposited in  the National

Museum. This vas done on 30th December, 1953* a note 

recorded on the taking over, vhich has been signed by Skri J.K.

16. The M inistry of External A ffairs * as in  touch v ith

holding an exh ib ition  of these a r t i c l e s ,  since they vere of h isto

1 3 / -
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E/S/'i
Roy, superintendent, National Museum, Shri n  . Banerji of the 

National Museanc Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy S e c r e tr y (Administration) 

M inistry of External A ffa irs , i t  i s  stated  that the box containing 

the tre-.sure as per l i s t  on the. f i l e  vas opened, contents checke-' 

and th ereafter  re-locked and re-sea led  with the NGO seal of the 

M inistry of External A ffa irs and handed over along with the key 

to  Shri Roy. Shri Roy has recorded on 2.1.195^ that the treasure  

has been sa fe ly  deposited in  the National Museum.

17. As regards the sum of Xen 2 0 , 0 0 0 / -  vhich had been handec

over to  the Embassy of India, Tokyo, by Shri Ram Murthy, th is  

amount vas taken in to  Government account for purposes of tran sfer  

to .In d ia . This amount, equivalent to  R s.265 /- and 10 annas, 

remained in  the M inistry of External A ffa irs pending a decision  

on i t s  d isp o sa l. On 2 . 1 2 . 5*4-, Prime M in ister's Secretariat 

in structed  that th is  amount be handed over to  the INA R elief  

Fund of the AICC. This vas accordingly done on 16 .1 2 .1 9 9+t 

against a rece ip t issued by the AlCC. The papers re la tin g  to  

the INA Treasure had been made availab le  to the N etaji Incuiry  

Committee in  1956. The fteport of the Committee in d ica tes that 

the Committee inspected the valuables at the National Museum t^ ice  

on the second occasion along v ith  Kundan Singh, N eta ji1 s 

personal v a le t ,  vho id e n tif ie d  a number of a r t ic le s  as belonging 

to  N eta ji. I t  would appear after the inspection,-^the box v-as 

r e - s e a le d  v ith  the NGO s e a l  of the M inistry of E xternal A ffa irs .
«

18 . The box vas openedagain on 9.10.7% on Prime M in ister's

in s tr u c tio n s . Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 

D irector, N ational Museum, D irector General; Archaelogical 

Survey of Ind ia , 1 ere present at the opening; representatives  

of the M inistry of External A ffa irs vere a lso  present thcmgh
..«•



not at the in i t i a l  opening of the box. D etailed information  

on the r e s u l t s  of examination of the a r t ic le s  ’ culd be 

availab le  * ith  the Department of Culture and Prime M in ister's  

O ffice . However, the ve igh ts of d ifferen t packages, as nov 

ascertained by Museum o f f ic ia l s  have been give in  the tab le  

on page 7 • This inform ation vas provided by the Prime 

M inister's o f f ic e .
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Ministry of External Affairs
Ea3t Asia Division

Saturn o l tha aabea &£ tiaiaii Subhaah Chandra Baaa

The a s h e s  o f  N e t a j i  a r e  p l a c e d  in  an  u r n  w h ic h  i s  
m a i n t a i n e d  a t  t h e  R e n k o j i  T em p le  i n  T okyo . The G o v e rn m e n t  o f  
I n d i a  h a d  a p p o i n t e d  an  E n q u i r y  C o m m itte e  i n  1956 h e a d e d  by  
t h e  l a t e  Shah Nawaz Khan a n d  i n c l u d i n g  S h r i  S . C .B o s e ,  t h e  
e l d e r  b r o t h e r  o f  N e t a j i .  The m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  
C o m m ittee  was t h a t  N e ta . j i  m e t h i s  d e a t h  i n  an  a i r c r a s h  on 
1 8 th  A u g u s t ,  1945 an d  t h e  a s h e s  i n  R e n k o j i  Tem ple a r e  o f  
N e t a j i .  S h r i  S .C .B o s e  h a d  d i s s e n t e d  fro m  t h i s  v ie w .  A o n e  
man c o m m is s io n  o f  E n q u i r y  o f  J u s t i c e  G .D .K h o s la  was a p p o i n t e d  
in  1970 and  h e  t o o  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  c a s k e t  lo d g e d  i n  t h e  
R e n k o j i  Tem ple c o n t a i n e d  t h e  a s h e s  o.f N e t a j i .

2 .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 2 ,  S h r i  S .C .B o s e ,  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  
N e t a j i  w r o te  t o  t h e  t h e n  P r im e  M i n i s t e r  Smt. I n d i r a  G a n d h i  
s a y i n g  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  no c o n v i n c i n g  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
a s h e s  a r e  g e n u i n e  an d  t h a t  o f  my b r o t h e r  . . . . u n d e r  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  w o u ld  b e  w rong  t o  p a s s  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
a s h e s  a s  g e n u i n e l y  b e i n g  t h a t  o f  N e t a j i  . . . . i t  i s  b e s i d e s  
t h e  p o i n t  a s  t o  w h e th e r  N e t a j i  i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  o r  n o t " .  He 
o p p o s e d  t h e  a s h e s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  t o  I n d i a  and  we h a v e  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  a t t i t u d e  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  any c h a n g e .

3. S h r i  S h e e l  B a d r a  Y a je e ,  W ork ing  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
A l l  I n d i a  F reedom  F i g h t e r s  O r g a n i s a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s e e k i n g  t h e  
r e t u r n  o f  t h e  a s h e s  t o  I n d i a  and  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  s u i t a b l e  
m e m o r ia l .  . The AIFFO h a d  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  
a t  i t s  M adras  s e s s i o n  i n  S e p te m b e r  1983 .  S h r i  L . J o y c h a n d r a  
S in g h  o f  Im p h a l  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  N e t a j i ' s  
a s s o c i a t e s  i n  I n d i a 1 and  J a p a n  t o  t h i s  e n d .  D r. S i s i r  Kumar 
B o se ,  t h e  nephew  o f  N e t a j i  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  PM on 26 S e p te m b e r  
1985 s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  no  o b j e c t i o n  to  G o v ern m en t t a k i n g  
a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  to '  im p le m e n t  t h e  AIFFO r e s o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 8 3 .

4. The N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  R e s e a r c h  F o u n d a t i o n ,  J a i p u r  
c o n t e s t s  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  a s h e s  i n  J a p a n  and o p p o s e s  t h e i r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  I n d i a .  The F o u n d a t i o n  w a n ts  a f r e s h  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  N e t a j i ’ s d i s a p p e a r a n c e  and  h a s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  
R a j a s t h a n  H igh  C o u r t  t o  d i r e c t  G o v e rn m e n t  t o  do s o .
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5. In r e s p o n s e  to a Lok Sabha Q u estion on 2 5 . 2 . 8 2  the 
then Foreign M i n i s t e r  h a d  sa i d  that various o p i n i o n s  have 
been e x pressed r e g a r d i n g  the urn said to c o n t a i n  N e t a j i’s 
ashes and jhat G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  noted the views of all 
c o n c e r n e d  to deci d e  on the m o s t  approp r i a t e  c o u r s e  of action.

6. Prime M i n i s t e r  N e h r u  had v i s i t e d  the R e n k o j i  Temple 
in 1957 f ollowed s o o n  a f t e r  by P resident R a j e n d r a  Prasad. 
Smt. Indira Gandhi h a d  a l s o  v i s i t e d  the temple in 1969 as did 
Shri A . B . V a j p a y e e  and S h r i  P . V .Narasimha Rao w h e n  they 
o f f i c i a l l y  v i s i t e d  J a p a n  as F o reign M inisters in 1977 and 
1982. Prime M i n i s t e r  R a j i v  G a n d h i  did not, however, v i s i t  
the temple d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  to Japan in 1 985 . He h a d  been 
invited to do so b y  the C h a i r m a n  of the N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  
Academy which c o n s i s t s  of v a r i o u s  retired o f f i c i a l s  of W o rld 
War II vintage who h a d  an a s s o c i a t i o n  with Netaji w h e n  they 
were in the J a p a n e s e  I m p e r i a l  Army. It is t h e  l e a d i n g  
m e mbers of this A c a d e m y  w h o  h a v e  ma d e  several r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s

1 s e eking to send the a s hes to India. They are a w a r e  of the 
views of the f a m i l y  of N e t a j i  who do not accept the v a l i d i t y  
and c o n s e q u e n t l y  r e t u r n  of t h e  ashes. The views of N e t a j i’s 

: d a u g h t e r  on the s u b j e c t  are not known.

7. The J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  have not o f f i c i a l l y  
requ e s t e d  us to a c c e p t  t h e s e  ashes. In 1984 the J a p a n e s e  
press had r e p o r t e d  that Mr. M . F u j i o  had s o u g h t  the 
i nt e r v e n t i o n  of P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Nak a s o n e  to take up t h e  m a t t e r  
wi t h  Prime M i n i s t e r  Indi r a  Gandhi; Prime M i n i s t e r  N a k a s o n e  
had not taken up the issue. It is likely that the J a p a n e s e  
Go v e r n m e n t  p r efers to s i d e s t e p  this issueas it r e l a t e s  to an 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  J a p a n e s e  w a r  time leaders and r a i s e s  the 
spectre of con t r o v e r s y ,  to the like of w h i c h  J a p a n  is 
e x t r e m e l y  sensitive.

8. The ashes h a v e  b e e n  lying in the R e n k o j i  T e mple 
since 1945. The G o v e r n m e n t  pr o v i d e s  a y e a r l y  g r a n t  to the 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of the t e m p l e  in w h i c h  the ashes are contained. 
The ma i n  reasons for the r e t u r n  of the ashes w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
put forth have been:

(i) The m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of India to h o n o u r  the 
N a t i o n a l  Hero;

(ii) The c h i e f  p r i e s t  of the temple to w h o m  the 
ash e s  w e r e  h a n d e d  over died in 1979 a n d  there 
is no g u a r a n t e e  that his son t h e  c u r r e n t  
priest, w o u l d  h a v e  the same reverence;
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(iii) The l e a d i n g  m e m b e r s  of the Netaji S u b a s h  
A c a d e m y  have eith e r  passed away or are 
e x t r e m e l y  old and th e y  fear that aft e r  the i r  
demi s e  the r e  w o u l d  be nobody left to care for 
the ashes.

9. The G o v e r n m e n t’s p o s i t i o n  so far has been to await
the b u i l d i n g  of a Na t i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s  on the q u e s t i o n  of 
N e t a j i’s ashes b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a formal d e c i s i o n  to avo i d  any 
c o n t r o v e r s y  at the p r e s e n t  or at a later stage. This is 
b e cause of :

(i) N e t a j i’s b r o t h e r  does not b e l i e v e  that the 
ashes are genuine. G o v e r n m e n t  have not been 
inf o r m e d  of a n y  c h ange of this vi e w  h e l d  by 
m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i’s family;

(ii) The r e  are a g r e a t  n u m b e r  of people who b e l i e v e  
that N e taji did not pass away in an a i r c r a s h  
and yet o t hers who b e l i e v e  that he is still 
a l i v e ;

(iii) The a b s e n c e  of a c o n s e n s u s  due to the abo v e  
v i e w s  m a y  c r e a t e  p o l i t i c a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  if a 
d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  to a c cept the ashes as 
g e n u i n e  and b r i n g  th e m  to India. It is 
u n d e r s t o o d  G o v e r n m e n t  are not in f a v o u r  of 
p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a c o n t r o v e r s y  on this.
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MINISTRY OF IN TE R N A L A F F A IR ^  \  
NEW

C O N T 1AL
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Reference is invited to Prime Minister'sf Of fice 

U.O.Note No.885/25/C/30/88-Pol dated 16th November 1988 
regarding letter from Shri Chitta Basu, M.P., to P.M. 
relating to the proposal for a joint study on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in collaboration with the Chinese Academy of 
Social Science.

'.v.

<u.

o> i i /  t  
IU jaV  .

7</l

2. We have consulted our Embassy in Beijing who
feel while the Chinese may have responded to Shri Chitta 
Basu's proposal more in response to his political standing 
rather than as a token of their objective assessment of 
any real contributionwhich they can make to a re-evaluation 
of the role of Netaji, the persistence on the part of Shri 
Chitta Basu is not unlikely to result in one or two Chinese 
scholars or organisations providing him with some material 
on Netaji which he could use. The Chinese are certainly 
going to be conscious of the domestic political ramifications

i for them of such an association with Netaji and would 
presumably limit the extent, nature and scope of their 
collaboration on the subject.

(3 . In view of the above, it is our view that we
need not have any specific objection to the assistance being 
sought from the Chinese for any ongoing study on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. However, I do not think it is necessary 
or advisable for the ICSSR to initiate at our insistance 
any new study in collaboration with the Chinese Academy 
of Social Science. ICSSR's response that they would discuss 
this matter with the Chinese Academy of Social Science when 
an appropriate opportunity arises is, to my mind, an adequate 
response. In case the ICSSR finds it possible to initiate 
studies, in the future, we would have no objection to their 
making some extra provision for this purpose in their 
programme.

PRIME MINISTER *S OFFICE - SMT. MEERA SHANKAR.DIR. 
Ministry of E.A. U.O. No.C/122/18/86-CH dt.23.1.89

IJon
( V . K . - i O m H a F T

int Secretary(EA)
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Ministry of External Affairs. 

(East Asia Division)
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Reference PMO DO Numbers dated 5th and 14th June as well 
as subsequent reminder dated 19th July, 1990 on the matter of 
Netaji Subash Chandra Bose.

2. The communication from Prof. Samar Guha including a letter
written by him to Mr. Gorbachev in November 1988 was referred to 
our Embassy in Moscow who have made a demarche with the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union as well as 
the South Asia Directorate of the Soviet Foreign Office in the 
mat ter. The Soviets have confirmed that the documents sent earlier 
by Shri Samar Guha were_±n the possession .of the Soviet Government 
and they were making enquiries in the matter.

3. In the circumstances, it would be apparent that no further
developments in the matter have taken place.

4. The comments of the East Asia Division already sent in
our earlier communications on the question of the ashes of Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose/ are perhaps already with PMO. A copy of 
a background brief in this regard is placed below.*

DIRECTOR(MS

(V.K. NambierrT” 
Joint Secretary(EA)

' 8/8/1990
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HAST ASI A DIVISION

p u n s ' n o n  of  Tin: i-t t »>H!.* on  n k t a j i ’ s a p h f s  Fnott  j a p  ah

I

jmt::

Netaji died in a hospital nt Taipei (Taiwan) on IB . (fP . 15)4 5 , Two 
day;; later, bin body ’..’as c r e m a t e d  and the ashes carried to Tokyo 
sometime end-August or b e g i n n i n g  September 3 9 4 5 - It appears the 
anhes were kept at the r e s i d e n c e  of Shri A p Sahai (cx-Mjnistcr 
of the netaji Cabinet) in Tokyo where ceremonies were held for 11 
days after which the ashes were taken to the Penkoji Puddhist 
Temple in the Makano area of Tokyo where they are maintained to 
this day.

2. The Ooyernrrent of Tndia had appointed an Pnouiry 
Commi t t e e  in 19 5>f* headed by the Into Shah fin war. Khan and 
including n e t a j i’s elder brother Shri S C Pose. The Commi t t e e  
submitted a report in w hich the m ajority opinion was that netaji 
met his death in an air crash on lfl.l’8.1945 and that the ashes in 
the I’cMihn j i Temple \.’ere thorp of netaji. Shri S.C. hose dissented 
from this view. * In 197P, a on^-man Committee of Justice G.D. 
Khosla was set up w hich also concluded that the casket lodged in 
the renkoji Temple c o n t a i n e d  the ashes of netaji. In January 
1982, h o w e v e r , Shri S.C. Pose wrote to the Prime Minister S m t . 
Indira c’andhi saying that there was no convincing proof that the 
so-called ashes were genuine.

3 . In recent months, two persons, Shri L Joychandra Singh 
and Shri Shoe! Phadra Yaji who have been associated with netaji 
have been n o t i n t  i ny a c ampaign to bring back the ashes oi netaji 
f r o m  Japan. _ Shri J o y c h n n d r a  Singh says he has been in touch with 
various organisations a s s o c i a t e d  with netaji including the netaji 
Academy in T o k y o .  He also says that Shri S.C. I’o s c ,  the brother 
of I’etoji who had, so far objected to the return of the ashes is 
n<i more, having expired some four years ago. His son, Shr r* AP.vi nd 
pose h a s  entrusted r esponsibility for this issue to his cousin 
pi _ ;• j • j r I'ur'.i-. '| h i r: <f«*nt l e n . ' t n  had written on -?.t. S ^ n t e m b c T  1 OH 5 
to the Prime .Minister stating tnat he agreed with th<> r'-r.ol union 
adonted bv the All Ind i a /Freedom Fighters Organisation implying 
that he had no o b j e c t i o n  to the return of the remains of netaji 
to India and the ere c t i o n  of a befitting national memorial in his 
honour in D o l h i .

/,. The only vocal objection in recent months has been the
netaji Subhash Pesearch Foundation of Jaipur which contests the 
veracity of the ashes in Japan and is opposed to their return. 
This Foundation wants a fresh inquiry into netaji's di s a p p e a r a n c e  
and has approached  the Sa jar, than nigh Court to direct the 
P o v o r n"i<’nt of India to do so.

I







S. '[’lie ashes have boon lying in Japan since 19^5.
Move r ntnon t prov j < lr>r; nn annual nrant (or tin* ma i ntonarH''"' of the 
Temple, Return of tin' ashes nrr being dema tided for the foil ov; i ncj 
r e a s o n s :

a. Moral o b l i g a t i o n  of the notion to honour one of 
the heroes cf the national movement.

b. The chief nriest of the Penkoji Temple to whom the 
w  ashes were handed over died in 1979. Ttiere is no

nuatantoo that h i r, non the new priest will m a inatin the 
same reverence

r . r,ending m e m b e r s  of the lietaji S ubha sh . Arader y have 
_ also either expiree! or aged. ’./’hen they pass from the

scone there may not be anyone to care for the ashes

5. Our present view in that no t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the
c o nsiderations adduced above w h ich are considered valid, a 
consensus liar; not devel o p e d  in favour of bringing the ashes back 
to indin. we had con s i d e r e d  m o o ting the suggestion perhaps by the 
early part of 19‘H<. So far, however, this lias not been done.

7. Just prior to the visit of Prime Minister Kaifu, the 
Jtinanesc Embassy had raised this question informally with me in 
order to ascertain our reaction. I had indicated to them that 
there was need for us to build up a certain amount of public 
opinion in view of the fact that there are strong feelings among 
a section of the public about the facts surrounding the death of 
t’eta j i .

8. I was informed this evening by the Minister in the 
J ap a n e s e  Embassy that the Vice Minister for Cabinet Affairs in 
the Japanese Gov e r n m e n t  who will be accompanying Prime Minister 
Kaifu had taken up the matter with the Embassy again and wished 
to raise the matter with an a ppropriate person (preferably a 
public figure - MO.'>(l'A) who could explain the political 
implications of the return of the ashes.) The Japanese have 
a p p arently been facing a c e r tain amount of pressure of their own. 
Some former Minister (Mr. Fujio) who was connected with the 
Penkoji Temple had been insisting with Vice Minister Cshima that 
he should discuss this matter outside the formal talks conducted 
by the Prime Minister.

9 .
that it 
with the

irk . 
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I have responded in the interim with the suggestion 
may be p o ssible for the vice Minister to discuss this

Foreign
available during

Secretary 
t h e  v i s i t

I indicated that 
of the Japanese PM.

MOS (F.A) may not be
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Ministry of External Affain
Europe West Division

Our Consul General in Hamburg has informed us 
that on 17 August, 1998, the G-50, an umbrella organisation 
which encompasses Hamburg-based Indian associations as 
well as the local Deutsche Indische Gesellschaft [DIG, the Indo- 
German Friendship Association], handed over a letter 
addressed to our Prime Minister.

2. The letter, the original of which is placed below 
[BirAJ, calls for "an all out effort to unravel the mystery of the 
disappearance of Netaji S ubhash  Chandra  B ose". It adds, inter 
alia, that in the light of new evidence, following the release of 
crucial official documents by the Governments of UK and 
Russia, "conditions have never been so opportune for getting 
at the truth". The letter also adds that "the weight of existing 
evidence which seriously challenge the air-crash story is 
compelling" and, draws attention, to what is termed, are some 
'facts, in particular/

3. PMO may like to take a view on whether this letter 
merits a response. Also, whether the CG should be requested 
to send atleast an interim response to the effect that the letter 
has been transmitted.

jU.
,  [H.SPun] •
Joint Secretary[EW]

3 September, 1998

Joint SecretarvrPI. PMO ^ ' 1
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@not s ig ,  Telegram
* w  From* 2nd embassy, V ienna.

To : Foreign, ilew D e lh i,

O.T.C.

- ^ S @ 5 Tg

IIP OCTANT

No, 47,
SAITTAL* from KAKSAIU 

2 * K o ta U 's  dausW er JfflXIA BOSE was m arried yestarday  to
HA2TH? PFAFF1'an  American n a t io n a l ,

S3„  TO PM: TO PM= p7 i 0 PM: * » ! « * .  « * * » «

m m  m ih is t s i : r a t  s a c r  s a i-. ssc?  s t f »  jsaD: ’

DS w: OS »  0-3 SOUS, AITA0H3 ,= 0 (0 ) :  CA3E.ST .

I I o t .  w  C C 3 :-  m o above W l ^ r -  » .  « c i v -  on C«x 
Telex Lmlc,

li v , < V \ — -Ô Ĵ ——• 
SUp3RIHT3TDBfT CCB

23223 H  ^

DTG JUL 061630 
DTR JUL 071625

CCB No, OS303



Telegrams

From:
To :

—REST

No. 24313.

Foreign, New D elhi. 
Indembassy, Vienna.

M M

,'utCHUB L4LL from DUTT.

ential

DTG D3UEMBSR 121700

Your le t t e r  o f December 7. 4NH.4 arrived Galcu 
yesterday and warmly received . P lease ask her mother not 
to worry.

F3 TO PM ( ?) :  DEPUTY MINISTER: SG: FS: OS: JSW: SO NGO.

/^ te U J jL

SUP ERINTBI'JDSI'JT COB
"monaii1̂  10 )
12-12-1960



K, Sankara P illa ia., oan&ara r m u t  
Deputy Secretary (OAM)

•  .....

MEPUT&a  -

d e n t ia l

September //L  ,1958.

M INIST RY OF E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S t , H,  
L f |' u  NEW DELHI. V v L *

o
D.O. Ho. 7.5V3VWJ0

Dear Shri Jain,

Will you please refer to the correspondence 
resting vith 3trl P. Chakrevarti *■ le tter  Mb. 
P.£3(l)/S723 dated the 16th February 1958, to Shri 
K.P. tukose, regarding financial help to the fa*lly  
of the la te  Shri Subha* Chandra BoSe T
2. We fla t fro* our record* that cheque lb .
DT 629218 dated the 6 th foveafcer* 1987 fbr Re. 3 ,< W -  
la s t  received fro* the IN A Enquiry and R elief Committee 
Fund by us, through Shri M.O. Mathai, represented the 
assistance to Miss Anita Bose for the period July •  
Dscesfrer 1987. Ho cheque fbr assistance for the 
period January -  June 19 fi has so far teen received 
fro* your o ffic e . Since MLss Anita Bose** aether 
wants this assistance to fee oontlmed, and as enly 
3|- aonths remain for the year to end. we would suggest 
that you send us the rsndttapce for the period July •  
December 19SB now I t s e l f  alone with the remittance 
for the period Jamax? •  June 1988, *hich i s  already 
over»dtte. I f  you agree, you »*y send us the cheque 
fbr onward transmission,
3 . We A  a ll also be gratefal I f  s le tter  
addressed to the Agent, State Bank o f  India, slallsir
to tha one sent with the le tte r  dated the 16th February 
1968 under reference, Is  sent to as along with the 
cheque.

Shri takhat * 1  Jain,
General Secretary,
411 India Congress Committee, 

Jantar Mantsr feed, 
le v  Delhi.

Copy far lnfor*atlon to Shri M.O. Mathai, Prime 
MLrrLstar̂ s Secretariat.

Tour* sincerely,

Sd/.
(U  Sankara F il ia l) .

Deputy Sscretary (O&JO.
(K, Sankara F ilia l)





D .0 .1 fo .P .6 V 3 V * JO
M in is try  0/ External d jfa ir t.

XT
d e n t ia l

<Tamary,1958.

v Of?X

* \

Dear Shri 3hargava, * f '
Will you kindly refar to the- correspondence resting 

with dhri I .J , Broughton’s d.o. le tter  of even nniaber dated 
the 23rd March, 1957 regarding financial Help to the facdly 
of the la te  Shri Subhash Chandra Bose t

Before we make arrangements to transmit the emount 
✓

of *5*3,000/- sent to us through Shri M.D. Kathal in  the form 
of crossed cheque 5b. Dt 3̂323C la tad the 6 th November, 1957, 
we would appreciate i t  I f  you would kindly send as the usual 
le tter  of authority for transndssion to the State Bank, *a 
Shri A.N, Mohta 13 now the Charge d 'iffa ires , in  the 
Legation o f Intfla, Vienna, I t  should be drawn up in his 
favour.

lours sincerely,

( K.P. Lukose )
Shri M.P. Bhargava,
Permanent Secretary,
All India Congress Committee,
7 , Jantar Msnter Road.

Copy for information to 1-  
Shri M.O. Kathal,
Prime Minister’s Secretariat.

/■ ;  A 
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Dear Shri Bhargava,
This i s  to acknowledge the rece ip t of your 

l e t t e r  Ifo.F.-53(l)/7549 dated the 18th April, 1956, 

adlresred to Shri K.0. Mathai, enclosing cheque 

No. DT 629212 dated the 16th April, 1955, fo r Rs.3,000/- 

Arrangements are teing made to remit the 

anount to Miss Bose.

Yours s incere ly ,

(A.S. Mehta)

Shri M.P. Bhargava,
Permanent Secretary ,
All India Congress Committee, 
? , Jan ta r  Manta? Hoad,
New Delhi.

Copy forwarded to  Snri M.0. Mathi, Special 
Assistant to the Ptirae M inister, Prime M in ister’ s House, 
New Delhi.

(A.S. Mehta) y fZ 
Deputy Secretary .



7th Maroh, 1955.

Dear Mr. Bhargara,

TMia ia  to  acknowledge jou r ohaque 

No. DT 629207, datad tha 2*th  February, 1955 

fo r  rupoaa th rae triouaand fo r  being aen t  to  Miaa 

Anita Boae. Arrangements w i l l  be u d e  to  r e s i t  

th is  amount to  Hlaa Boee ae ea r ly  aa p o a a ib le .

Toura a in o e r e ly ,

Sd.
(A. J .  Kidwal)

S h ri K. P . Bhargara,
Permanent S ecre ta ry ,
A ll In d ia  Congreea C o en itta a ,
7 , Jantar Mantar Boad, Mew D alhl 1 .

v Copy forwarded to Shri h.L.Eazaz, Private Secretar 

Prime M inis te r 's  Secretariat, New Delhi, with reference to 

his l e t t e r  No.2(62fc)-52/PM, dated the 5th March, 1955.

/
l cl >  i V - l - W -

. ( A . J . K i d w a l )
\ , / Deputy Secretary.

DENTIAL
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No :f(2)-Pol(Aus)/54,
C

June 30| 1954,

My dear Prem Krishen,

Would you kindly re fe r  to your l e t t e r  No.P.52/34/ 

KC0/5O, dcted Hay 31 to Ranaswamy, with which you had 

sent him an Imperial Bank d ra f t  for £224-12-2 for Frau 

Schenkl? Ranaswamy informs me that th is  amount has been 

duly disbursed, paid to Frau Schenkl,

I t  may be ncted that with th is  d ra f t  we begin 

a new se r ies  of payments to Frau Schenkl — from the All 

India Congress Committee, as a re s u l t  of the Trust Deed 
created in  favour cf Frau Schenkl for her daughter-  

Anita Schenkl*Bose, I t  may be ncted th a t  in the past 
sums of money have been sent to us from the Prime 

M in is te r 's  S e c re ta r ia t ,  Theie were to be used in Frau 

Schenkl*s in te re s t  a t  the d isc re tion  of the Ambassador,

This previous account is  now closed. On 16,2,54, there 

was a cash balance of Aus.Sch.5461,37 plus A,S,3,73 

accrued in te r e s t  In  th is  account, I am s a t is f ie d  *yself 

tha t th is  has been fu l ly  expended and the balance now under 

th is  old account is  n i l .  The d e ta i ls  of th is  account have 

^  been duly maintained on our f i l e s  in the Vienna Legation 

-----  may be noted th a t  th is  previous

(Y.D.Gundevia)
Copy to 5’nri K.C.Mathai, Special Assistant feo the 

Prime Minister, for inforrsation. ^

A aba a dor .



My dear Mathai, •

:|j| ’./ill you please refer to your

letter dated May 24^ I have arranged for the 

copy of the Trust Deed being handed over to 

Frau Schenkl through our Vice Consul in Vienna,

Yours^sincerely,

~7

(Y. D . C-undevia)

Shri M.".Mathai,
Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister,
Mew Delhi.



o blol p. 1l ~-PoL(Art■£)/*'*—

:c RET--.-
Embassy of India  -
L S - G . A J A . O i i _ O f _ U i4 i L A .  ^

January 19, 1954.

My dear Mathai,
There was a paragraph in  the Hindu of 

December 18 to  say th a t  the  Congress Working 
Committee a t  Delhi had taken a dec is ion  to  
c rea te  a T rust of 2 lakhs of rupees in  favour 
of the  11-year old daughter o f N e ta ji  Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Mrs.Schenkl has always kept in  
touch w ith  Ramaswamy, our Vice Consul in  
Vienna, and Ramaswamy has recen t ly  obtained 
from her copies of correspondence th a t  has 
passed between S hri B.C.Roy and .Mrs.Schenkl 
on the su b je c t  o f  the  T ru s t .  I dare say, the 
Prime M in is te r  i s  aware of the trend of the 
correspondence. S h ri B.C.Roy has w r i t te n  to  
h e r ,  a p p a re n t ly ,  in  accordance with the Working 

(Committee's d e c is io n ,  and, in  her l e t t e r  dated 
17th January , Mrs.Schenkl has agreed to  be one 

|o f  the  T ru s te e s .  I  am enclosing herewith a 
copy of the  correspondence fo r  your in form ation .

Shri M.O.Mathai,
S pecia l A s s is ta n t  to  the 
Prime M in is te r ,
Prime M in is te r 's  House, 
New D elh i.
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HHII 3THY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
JEW DELHI.

tha 7^ October, 298L

Shbjoots w a fm  o f Trwa Qeftawlrl (Hr* Boaa)

Hr d w  Aaftaaaatart

\  K ill jm  kindly rofor to ymce lattar  
datad tha 3rd flfcptartbar, to tha M a s VLfllatar t  
2. At te tfn d  ty  tha M ao Klaltfcar* I  

b m  «nft a draft far £ IOC/- an tha H» T f>1 
Bat* o f Zadlaf Xundaag la  ftiw r  a f LT* feaa» 
MU7t for d i* a m H t  to Vhn MhaaML aaftar 
yoar dlrootloa* 1 a r t»%  for tafl— a 
copy of my lottar to la a a a v  ia  M a  n p f l*

 ̂ ^  T oort *inc«r«lyf

S d /-  

OU BajaD

axrl i n f  H i.
Logotlaa a f M tU |

S d L t ^ r l s a S *

\
Copy w ith "copy o f encltfsuro, to  the Principal 

Private Secretary to the Prime M inister 0&r« B .I . 
K a u l)fo r  inform ation.

(H. Dayal)
,  ̂ v v Joint Secretary*

4  7 S S //6
-------i

At* s.... !
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il'HaC.lY 0? 2XTBRKAL a??AIRS 
-JA':I D3LHI.

the October, 39® ,

u r
Subject « •  Welfare of Trma Schenkl 

(Mrs Bow)

/

1 y

ify  dear Haaassany*
Will you please refer to the corres

pondence resting with your le tter  So.COtyfy'l, 
dated the 6th September* to Hr* TjabJl t
2. As desired tor the Frias Minister* X 
send herewith * draft for £ 300/-1 Is  jwur 
fawur. on the X m rlel B ut of India. Lender  
It la  the Prim Minister** «14k that tide  
aaoont should he leapt oat side the o ffic ia l 
account and disbarssd to Prsn WriTi—il la  
cash or in  the d im  of g ifts  uadsr the 
direction of oar mmstor in Berne, fires 
ebon you w ill  receive instructions on the 
subject frost tlm  to “

Yours sincerely,

S d / -

< S .  S i f O l }

r

S s r l  U .  
lop tlm i o f T****|  
u f i n u  
Austria.

<*\
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I have been  having s o t e  onqut-" *i»<3 made about 
ih^ fe and viu^'nt^ of Ihri Sab has 3os-5 In Vienna. 
T t'lirk ’•’<? «ho :l 1 a-'r-n.-e to <?*ni then £.10C/» as
3 ~ - e « e n t ”a t  * h o : t  7h” l  c t - m s  t iT.e*  r h i s  money c o u l d  
ce .Ter.1; fro a  s h e  I ,  . * .  Fund v t t h  the A. . I . C . C ,
'■r"f*snpenent3 couli Ve ri>̂ e through the — xternal 
A ffiles 'Mn1?try to have the -lor.ey sent.

Please irertion thl*, matter at the Working
n— , 111« ■=* ne f.; 11 n i* -

(J, Nehru) 
9-9-1962

Ger 3 •"-•?! S^e^etarv. \T3C.



A  1

PERSONAL 4 £ n t j

. <wy^ i'" -  w » , -

CO*^»t>ENTlAL
LEGATION OP INDIA 

69, STERNWARTESTRASSE 
VIENNA XVIII.

31st July, 1952.

O '

My dear Jawahar,

.  / i f ) ' '  
V

2 . I have received your telegram about Mrs. Bose.

I had already contemplated contacting her. On my 

a rr iv a l here, however, I learnt t^at s^e had gone 

out of town with the ch ild , on ^er holiday. Ramaswamy 

spoke to  ^er over the phone and I am now hoping to  

meet her on my return from Budapest. I must, however, 

inform you th a t, from what Ramaswamy has to ld  me 

now, i t  appears that the good lady was in no mood 

to  be ob liged  to the Government. Probably because she 

was b riefed  in the fam ilia r  way I think by no other 
*»

person than Aml^Bose, I am rather sorry for i t .  

However, I sh a ll tr y  and s e e  what I can do a s  you 

f-ave desired  to  persuade h e r  to  accept 30m e a ssis ta n ce  

from us, i f  not for h e r se lf , at least for the c h ild .

I sh a ll  tr y  to be as d iscree t about i t  as p o ssib le  

without committing the Government.

Ever yours, 

Sd/-Asaf A li.

/.
&

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 
Prime M in ister 's  House, 
fiflX-fiaJLHl. in d ia .

S V -J . Nehru. 
11/8  *  

JusJL&



TELEGRAM

Fron 
To

Indlcgation , Vienna* 
Foreign, New Delhi*

r r
CO NTIAL

DTO JULY 311530 
DTR AUCKJ3T 010315

ViV No. 10, Secret and Personal ASAP ALI Jttr 
JAWAHABLAL NEHRU, Your telegram Primin aSST-^uly 38th. 
Person mentioned w ill return from leave 2nd or 3rd August. 
Expect to meet on my return from Budapost whore am going
today.

\

Prime M in ister (6) only*
/

Supcrintondont CCB,
/PS(3)
011020

f

[ 6 )
' y X

\
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31/- Anil K. Chanda.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Prime M inister,
Mew D elhi.

DEPUTY M1~:I3TSR 
EXTERN AL AFFAIRS, INDIA. 

NEW DELHI. . 
/ $ '£

My dear P a n d itji,

Ad advised, I saw Shri Mahabir 
Tyagi about Sarat 3abu*s arrears of Income-tax.
I was fisted by him to write to Sarat Jabu'sJons 
suggesting that they should ask for time and o ffer  
to pay by insta lm ents. I have now received the 
accompanying le t t e r  from Shri Nripendra G.iandra 
Mitra, who wrote the f i r s t  le t te r  to me on the 
subject.

Yours sin cere ly ,
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S irt P.v • • • •,

H»: 0 2 3 , - 2 - l u n c s /
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f ^ ? T  w r c ,  l i  t e f t
M IN IS TR Y OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS  

NEW  DELHI

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No.301 1357 
Fax No.379 2285

25/4/NGO/Vol.V September ] 8, 2000

My dear

As you are aware, Government of India has appointed a one-member Commission 
of Inquiry with Justice M.K. Mukherjee as its Chairperson to inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Justice 
Mukherjee has been in correspondence with you regarding declassified British 
Government records (comprising some 700 files) that might have some bearing on his 
mandate. As discussed with you, we are advising the Commission to depute one of its 
officials to London for an in-situ examination of the files to find out whether or not they 
contain any material relevant to the work of the Commission. Alternately, they could 
mandate the Director, National Archives of India, to undertake this task on behalf of the 
Commission.

Meanwhile, it would be useful to send a request from the High Commission to the 
British Foreign Office, in the context of the setting up of this new Commission, to 
retrieve any available documentation pertaining to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose that may 
be contained in the 700 unpublished files originating in the India Office’s Public and 
Judicial Department in London. These files are now public and have recently been placed 
with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office Collections, London.

.
I
-
>

Shri Nareshwar Dayal
High Commissioner of India 
London
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J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e c o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y

F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
‘B ’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

F o r  In q u ir y

Phone:
216-2765-68 & 216-2835

Fax:
216-2765

No. JMCI/ Doc (FOR) /99-2000 /56 /232 Calcutta, dated, the August 28, 
2000

S h ri Jayan t P rasad , IAS
J o in t  S ec re ta ry
M in is try  of E x te rn a l  A f f a i r s
South Block
New Delhi-110 001

Dear S h ri P rosad ,

l e t t e r  no. JMCl/DOC(F0R)/99-20
th e  a fo re s a id  s u b je c t  and to  say  t h a t  no r e p ly  w hatsoever has 
y e t  been rece iv ed  from your end.

I am d i r e c te d  to  re q u e s t  you to  k in d ly  look in to  the  
m a t te r  and do th e  needfu l so t h a t  th e  f i l e s  r e f e r r e d  to  in  th e  
l e t t e r  dated 13 .4 .2000  o f  S r i  Mainak De, P re ss  & Pub lic  
A f fa i r s  A dv iser ,  3 r i t i s h  Deputy High Commission, C a lc u t ta  
addressed  to  S r i  Anil M ukherjee, Deputy Speaker, West Bengal 
L e g is la t iv e  Assembly, a copy whereof was se n t  to  you a longw ith  
th e  above-quoted l e t t e r  d a t e d ^27.4 .2000, a re  made a v a i l a b le  t o 

[ th i s  Commission e i t h e r  in^o riqX nal o r  in  the  form of mTcrofTlm 
\ \o r^ a s ^ e tT e ^ T s c ~ o ^ ln ic ro  s o f t  o f f i c e  1997 as  e a r ly  as p o s s ib le

An e a r ly  r e p ly  w i l l  be h ig h ly  a p p re c ia te d .

F i l e s  numbering 700 o r ig in a t in g  in  th e  
In d ia  o f f i c e ’s Public  and J u d i c i a l  D eptt 
London and now a v a i la b le  in  th e  B r i t i s h  
L ib ra ry .

I  am d i r e c te d  to  i n v i t e

(P .K .Sengupta)
S e c re ta ry
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Stat u s  R e p o r t  s h o w i n g  a c t i o n  t a k e n  on/ 

c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the o r d e r s / d i r e c t i o n s  /  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d

• . 23rd M a r c h ,  2000 and 13th J u n e ,  2000

of J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y
cvw ~2~ ^ ^ » 3- *>—&—o *

Re : Para (a)(1) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  23 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 0 .

1.1 The P r i m e  M i n i s t e r’s S e c r e t a r i a t  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  

X e r o x  c o p i e s  o f  32 f i l e s  i n c l u d i n g  a n u m b e r

of S e c r e t / T o p  S e c r e t  files. T h e s e  f i l e s  are 

b e i n g  s c r u t i n i s e d .

1.2 O f  the f i l e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  in the 

said p a r a  (a)(1) the f o l l o w i n g  fil e s  h a v e  

b e e n  r e c e i v e d  w h i c h  are a l s o  b e i n g  s c r u t i n i z e d

(i) A  x e r o x  c o p y  o f  f i l e  N o ,2 3 ( 1 5 6 ) / 5 1 - P M ;

(ii) A x e r o x  c o p y  o f  f i l e  N o . 2 3 ( 1 1 )-56-57 PM?

(iii) A x e r o x  c o p y  of fi l e  N o . 2 4 9 - I N A  r e g a r d i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  S h r i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e ?>
(iv) A  x e r o x  c o p y  of f i l e  N o , 2 7 3 ~ I N A  c o n t a i n i n g

the f o l l o w i n g  d e t a i l s

(a) Note s ;  (b) H i s d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  B a n g k o k  

o n  17th; (c) Is S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  still 

a l i v e  ? (d) E x t r a c t  f r o m  A l l i e d  A l l i e d  

F o r c e s  S E A  w e e k l y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  R e v i e w  

N o , 57 f o r  w e e k  e n d i n g  2 Nov, 45;

(e) S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e ' s  d e a t h  N u r s e  at 

H o s p i t a l  w h e r e  h e  r e l a t e s  story; (£) D a t a  

r e l a t i n g  to h i s  d e a t h  in an A e r o p l a n e ;

(g) H i s  p r o p o s a l  to see the R u s s i a n  

A m b a s s a d o r ;  (h) S t a t e m e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d  to 

h i s  d e a t h ;  (i) L a s t  m o m e n t s  of S u b h a s  

C h a n d r a  Bose?

(v) A  x e r o x  c o p y  of f i l e  N o „138-INA;

(vi) A x e r o x  c o p y  of f i l e  N o 02 6 5 - I N A - P t ,I ,

1.3 O t h e r  f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned 
in t h e  s a i d  p a r a  (a)(i) h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

r e c e i v e d f m o s t  o f  w h i c h  are r e p o r t e d l y  destroyed .

1.4 No a f f i d a v i t  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  o n  b e h a l f  of 

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  o f f i c e ;

R e  j Para ( a ) (11) of the said p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  

2 3 , 0 3 , 2 0 0 0 .

X e r o x  c o p i e s  of all t h e  files m e n t i o n e d  In 

this p a r a  h a v e  be e n  r e c e i v e d  w h i c h  are b e i n g  

s c r u t i n i z e d „

contd.. ..P.2.
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3„ R e  : Pa r a  (a)(iii) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 o0 3 . 2000,

3,1 O f  the f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  
i •

in p a r a  (a)(iii) of t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d

. 2 3 . 0 3 * 2 0 0 0  o n l y  the f o l l o w i n g  f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s

h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  w h i c h  are b e i n g  s c r u t i n i z e d  :~

(i) O n e  x e r o x  c o p y  o f  N e t a j i ' s  s p e e c h  

o f  18.08.45.

(ii) O n e  x e r o x  c o p y  of S e c r e t  No.

i n s i d e  x e r o x  c o p y  of fi l e  No,

2 8 2 / I N A ) ? . ;

(iii) A  x e r o x  c o p y  o f  W. M c k w r i g h t ' s  

l e t t e r  N o . C - 5  d a t e d  1 9 . 0 2 . 4 6  to 

I n t e l l i g e n c e  B u r e a u ,  H . D . ,  N e w  D e l h i - 3 ,  

( l ying i n s i d e  x e r o x  c o p y  o f  f i l e

N o , 2 7 3 / l N A )7

3,2 No o t h e r  f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  

, i n  p a r a  (a)(iii) h a v e  b e e n  r eceived;

4. R e  : P a r a  ( a )(iv) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 o0 3 « 2 0 0 0.

4.1 T h e  o r d e r s / d i r e c t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in p a r a  (a)(iv) 

o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 0  r e a d  w i t h  

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  1 3 . 0 6 . 2 0 0 0  r e g a r d i n g  

p r o d u c t i o n  of the e n t i r e  p r o c e e d i n g s  ( i n c l u d i n g  

the e v i d e n c e  r e c o r d e d ) o f  S h a h  N a w a z  C o m m i t t e e  

and K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n , h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  

w i t h  f u l l y  a n d  p r o p e r l y .  C o m p l e t e  r e c o r d s

o f  the e n t i r e  p r o c e e d i n g s  and the d o c u m e n t s  

p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  the a f o r e s a i d  C o m m i t t e e /  

C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  y e t  to b e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India.

4.2 T h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  H o m e  A f f a i r s ,  Gov t ,  

o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  the S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  

E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  G o vt, o f  I n dia, h a v e  a g a i n  b e e n  

c a l l e d  upon o n  1 8 . 0 8 , 2 0 0 0  to p r o d u c e  I m m e d i a t e l y  

the c o m p l e t e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  of the e n t i r e  

p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  J u s t i c e  K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  and 

Sh a h  N a w a z  K h a n  C o m m i t t e e  r e s p e c t i v e l y  

( i n c l u d i n g  all the d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e

the sa i d  C o m m i s s i o n / C o m m i t t e e ).

1 1 / I N C / 45 d a t e d  16 . 0 1 . 4 6  f r o m  the 

D e p u t y  I n s p e c t o r  G e n e r a l  o f  P o l i c e ,  

C. I . S . ,  B o m b a y  p r o v i n c e ,  (lyi n g

c o n t d ... P . 30



Para (a)(v) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 . 0 3 o2000«

The d o c u m e n t s  m e n t i o n e d  in th i s  p a r a  are a v a i l a b l e  

w i t h  the M i n i s t r y  of E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  as a d m i t t e d  

b y  them. As p e r  their r e q u e s t  the said d o c u m e n t s  

(i.e» The T r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r ,  v o l . v i  and V I I )  w e r e  

b o r r o w e d  f r o m  the N a t i o n a l  fflt Library, C a l c u t t a  and 

r e turned to th e m  a f t e r  k e e p i n g  x e r o x  c o p i e s  of a 

f e w  pag e s  o f  Vol<>VI)
Para (b) of the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 . 0 3 « 2 0 Q 0 9 

read w i t h  the p a r a " r e  : (a)" of the p r o c e e d i n g s  

d a t e d  13003,2000 c o n c e r n i n g  f i l i n g  of a f f i d avits.

6<,1 Shri A o K .  Pait a n d i ,  D i r e c t o r  ( I S - I ) ,  M i n i s t r y  

of H o m e  Af f a i r s ,  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India, f i l e d  

an a f f i d a v i t  d a t e d  2 0 . 0 6 „ 2 0 0 0  o n  b e h a l f  of the 

M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s ,  C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  B u r e a u ,  a n d  R e s e a r c h  and A n a l y s i s  

Wing, G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a ,  w i t h i n  the p r e s c r i b e d  

time limit. The a f f i d a v i t  p r i m a  f a d e s  a p p e a r s  

to b e  s o m e w h a t  e v a s i v e  o n  c e r t a i n  p o ints.

6 02 The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, have been called upon
to p r o d u c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p h o t o - c o p i e s  o f  all the 

a g e n d a  p a p e r s / c a b i n e t  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  

" I n v e s t i g a t i o n  into the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e a d i n g  

to the d e a t h  o f  N e taji" f r o m  the c u s t o d y  of 

the C a b i n e t  S e c r e t a r i a t .

6 03 The S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  Ext e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  India, h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  to 

send i m m e d i a t e l y  the p h o t o - c o p i e s  o f  all t h e  

9 (nine) T o p  S e c r e t  f i l e s  w h i c h  are m e n t i o n e d  

in the l i s t  a t t q c h e d  to their D.0. l e t t e r

N o , 2 5 / 4 /NGO —V o 1. V  d a t e d  1st March, 2000 as 

r e f e r r e d  t o  in t h e i r  affidavit*t<^i. m .  7 .

6.4 Shri G . B 0 Singh, D i r e c t o r ,  H i s t o r y  D i v i s i o n ,

M i n i s t r y  of D e f e n c e ,  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n dia, filed 

an a f f i d a v i t  d a t e d  3 1 00 7 . 2 0 0 0  w h e r e i n  it h a s  

b e e n  s t ated t h a t  all the f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  

to N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  and I.N.A. whi c h  

w e r e  h e l d  w i t h  t h e  H i s t o r y  Divi s i o n ,  M i n i s t r y

of D e f e n c e ,  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a s s i f i e d  and t r a n s f e r r e dt
to the N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  India o n  2 6 . 0 8 , 1 9 9 7  

and th a t  the r e  are no o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s / r e c o r d s  

a v a i l a b l e  in the M i n i s t r y  o f  Defence.

c o n t d . . . . P . 4 .
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6.5 No a f f i d a v i t s .h a v e  b e e n  f i l e d  o n  b e h a l f  of

(i) P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  o f f i c e  as s t a t e d  in pa r a  1.4 

and o n  b e h a l f  of the (ii) D e p a r t m e n t  of C u l t u r e  

( N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  of India) r e g a r d i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  f i l e s / r e c o r d s / d o c u m e n t s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of w h e t h e r  

t h e y  are T o p  S e c r e t / c l a s s i f i e d / D e c l a s s i f l e d  e x c e p t  

the 990 files r e p o r t e d l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  b y  the H i s t o r y  

D i v i s i o n ,  M i n i s t r y  of D e f e n c e  to t h e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  

of India, N e w  D e l h i ,  o u t  of w h i c h  a list o f  989 f i l e s  

h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  to the C o m m i s s i o n  b y  the 

N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  India. B e s i d e s ,  P.M. 's o f f i c e  

f u r n i s h e d  l i s t s  o f  32 o t h e r  f i l e s ,  x e r o x  c o p i e s  of 

w h i c h  have also b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  b y  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ' s  

o f f i c e  to the C o mmissi o n  and t h o s e  are b e i n g  s c r u t i 

n i s e d  as s t a t e d  i n  p a r a  1.1.

7. Re : P a r a  (c) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  23.03.2000.

7.1 T h e  f i l e s / d o c u m e n t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  in 

p a r a  (c) of the s a i d  p r o c e e d i n g s  are r e p o r t e d  

to be n o t  m e n t i o n e d  in the I n d e x  B o o k  and n o t  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  the G o v e r n m e n t  o f  W e s t  B e n g d  as 

s t a t e d  in the a f f i d a v i t  d a t e d  2 8 . 0 7 . 2 0 0 0  f i l e d  

b y  Sh r i  A l o k n a t h  B h a t t a c h a r y a ,  S p e c i a l  S e c r e t a r y .  

H o m e  ( P o l i t i c a l )  D e p a r t m e n t ,  G o v e r n m e n t  of

W e s t  Bengal.

7 . 2  A l o n g  w i t h  the said a f f i d a v i t  f i l e d  o n  b e h a l f  of 

G o v e r n m e n t  of W e s t  B e n g a l ,  x e r o x  c o p i e s  o f

64 f i l e s  as l i s t e d  In the s a i d  a f f i d a v i t  h a v e  

b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  w h i c h  are b e i n g  s c r u t i n i s e d .

7.3 T h e  S e c r e t a r y ,  H o m e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  G o v e r n m e n t  of 

W e s t  B e n g a l ,  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  u p o n  o n  1 8 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 0  

to p r o d u c e  i m m e d i a t e l y  the r e l e v a n t  o r i g i n a l  

I n d e x  B o o k s  o f  t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  B r a n c h  and

a l s o  o f  the S p e c i a l  B r a n c h  u n d e r  H o m e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  W e s t  B e n g a l .

8. Re : Pa r a  (d) o f  the said p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  

2 3 . 0 3 „ 2000.

8.1 D r . ( M r s . )  P u r a b i  R o y  f i l e d  an a f f i d a v i t  

d a t e d  0 8 . 0 6 . 2 0 0 0 .

8.2. The G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  

f u r n i s h e d  the f o l l o w i n g  d o c u m e n t s  p u b l i s h e d  

b y  th e m :-

(i) O n e  p r i n t e d  c o p y  of " I n d o - R u s s i a n  

R e l a t i o n s  (pt.I) p e r t a i n i n g  to 

1917 to 1928;"

c o n t d . . . .  p . 5.



(ii) O n e  p r i n t e d  c o p y  o f  the " C h e c k  Li s t  

of d o c u m e n t s  (Vol.I);''

(iii) O n e  p r i n t e d  c o p y  of " I n d o - R u s s i a n  R e l a t i o n s  

(pt.II) 19 2 9 - 1 9 4 7 ; "

(iv) O n e  p r i n t e d  c o p y  o f  " R u s s o - I n d i a n  R e l a t i o n s  

in 19th c e n t u r y  - a s e l e c t i o n  of d o c u m e n t s  

(English t r a n s l a t i o n ) ; "

8.3 Dr.(Mrs.) P u r a b i  R o y  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  in o u r  l e t t e r  

d a ted 1 0 . 0 5 . 2 0 0 0  to i d e n t i f y  r e levant d o c u m e n t s  

av a i l a b l e  w i t h  the A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  c o n c e r n i n g  

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  and t r a n s l a t e  t h e  

re l e v a n t  n o n - E n g l i s h  d o c u m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  

into E n g l i s h  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  Commission. D r . R o y  

in h e r  l e t t e r  d a t e d  16.'08.2000 h a s  stated i n t e r -  

alia th a t  she is w i l l i n g  t o  take a c t i o n  as 

d e s i r e d  in o u r  a f o r e s a i d  l e t t e r  p r o v i d e d  the 

p r e s e n t  a u t h o r i t y  o f  the A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  p e r m i t s  

h e r  to do so. T h e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  of the 

A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  a n d  the S e c r e t a r y ,  M i n i s t r y  of 

H u m a n  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C u l t u r e ,  

G o v e r n m e n t  of I n dia, h a v e  b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  vis 

acc o r d i n g l y .

9 . Re: Para (e) o f  the p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 . 0 3 . 2 0 0 0  

r e g a r d i n g  s u g g e s t i o n  of the n a m e s  o f  c o m p e t e n t  

p e r s o n s  w h o  m i g h t  b e  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  R e s e a r c h  

T e a m  of the Co m m i s s i o n .

Shri S u r a j i t  D a s g u p t a  s u g g e s t e d  the n a m e s  

of five p e r s o n s  (all r e s i d i n g  in W e s t  B e n g a l )  

o n  b e h a l f  o f  the p e t i t i o n e r s  of a f f i d a v i t  Nos. 

J M C l / l l / 2 0 0 0 , J M C l / 1 3 / 2 0 0 0  and J M C l / 1 4 / 2 0 0 0  and 

Smt. C h i t r a  G h o s h ,  a d e p o n e n t ,  s u g g e s t e d  the 

names of 9 (nine) p e r s o n s  (all r e s i d i n g  in 

W e s t  B e n g a l ) ,  a n o t h e r  f i v e  p e r s o n s  (all r e s i d i n g  

in D e l h i ) ,  a n d  f o u r  m o r e  p e r s o n s  (the r e s i d e n c e  

of w h o m  are n o t  i n d i c a t e d ) ,  for the i r  i n c l u s i o n  

in the R e s e a r c h  T e a m  of J . M . C . I .

10.Re sPara (f) of t h e  said p r o c e e d i n g s  dated 2 3 , 0 3 , 2 0 0 0  

c o n c e r n i n g  r e c o r d i n g  of e v i d e n c e  of M a j . E . B h a s -  

k a r a n  o n  C o m m i s s i o n .

10.1 Maj. E. B h a s k a r a n  c o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  d e p o s e  

o n  1 5 . 0 7 . 2 0 0 0  at h i s  r e s i d e n c e  in C h e n n a i  

b e f o r e  S h r i  P.K. S e n g u p t a ,S e c r e t a r y , w h o  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  the p u r p o s e , i n  

the p r e s e n c e  o f  Shri An i l  K r i s h n a  M u k h e r j e e  

and Smit. C h i t r a  G h o s h ,  depon e n t s .  T h e y  

c r o s s - e x a m i n e d  the s a i d  witness.

c o n t d . ... p . 6 .
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1 0 . 2  In pursuance of the orders of the Commission 
another witness Col, Preetam Singh was

* examined on Commission at his residence in
t  .

the presence of Shri Anil Krishna Mukherjee 
and Shri Subrata Bose, deponents,by Shri P.K. 
Sengupta, Secretary, v;ho was appointed 
Commissioner for the purpose by the Commission. 
The witness was cross-examined by Shri Anil
Krishna Mukherjee and Shri Subrata Bose#

■ • ' • • ' ■ • ’ ' '.. ' • . j • '•

L a s t  p a r a  o f  t h e  s a i d  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 . 0 3 o2000.

N e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  w e r e  t a k e n  i n  t i m e  f o r

c o m p l i a n c e w i t h  t h e  o r d e r s / d i r e c t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d

i n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  2 3 e0 3 . 2 0 0 0 .

R e  : T h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  p a r a  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d

1 3 . 0 6 . 2 0 0 0  c o n c e r n i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  w i t n e s s e s .

A  l i s t  o f  w i t n e s s e s  h a v e  b e e n  f u r n i s h e d  o n  b e h a l f  

o f  t h e  d e p o n e n t s  o f  a f f i d a v i t  N o s . J M C l / l / 2 0 0 0 , 

J M C l / 6 / 2 0 0 0 ,  J M C l / 9 / 2 0 0 0 ,  .JMCl/1 1 / 2 0 0 0 ,  

J M C I / 1 4 / 2 0 0 0 ,  J M C l / 2 7 / 2 0 0 0 ,  J M C l / 2 8 / 2 0 0 0 , 

J M C l / 3 7 / 2 0 0 0 ,  J M C l / 4 4 / 2 0 0 0 ,  J M C l / 2 3 / 2 0 0 0 , a n d  

J M C l / 4 5 / 2 0 0 0  a s  o n  2 4 . 0 8 . 2 0 0 0 .  B u t  t h e  f a c t  o r  

f a c t s  w h i c h  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d , t o  p r o v e  

I n  t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s t a t e d  

w i t n e s s w i s e  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  c a s e s  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s

a s  to w h y  i n s t e a d  o f  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  e x a m i n a t i o n
i

o f  s u c h  w i t n e ^ e s  o n  a f f i d a v i t  w i l l  n o t  s u f f i c e  

a p p e a r  to h a v e  n o t  b e e n  i n d i c a t e d .

L a s t  p a r a  o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  1 3 , 0 6 . 2 0 0 0  

c o n c e r n i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r d e r s / d i r e c t i o n s  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  d a t e d  1 3 . 0 6 . 2 0 0 0 .

T h e  s a i d  o r d e r  w a s  d u l y  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  b y  t h e  

o f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .

.  ,
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FAX M I N I S T R Y  OF  E X T E R N A L  A F F A I R S
N E W  DELHI

FROM : FOREIGN, NEW DELHI

TO BRANCH SECRETARIAT, CALCUTTA 
(Fax No.: 033- 2479703)

HEAD OF BRANCH SECTT. FROM JS (CNV)

IN CONNECTION WITH SOME OFFICIAL WORK, 

SHRI D.B. BHATI, SECTION OFFICER IN THE MINISTRY SHALL 

BE REACHING CALCUTTA AT 09:00 HRS ON AUGUST 30, 2000 

BY INDIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT NO. IC- 401 (.) FIE WILL 

RETURN ON AUGUST 31, 2000 BY FLIGHT NO. IC- 402 

DEPARTING FROM CALCUTTA AT 17:30 HRS (.)

2. GRATEFUL PLEASE ARRANGE ACCOMMODATION FOR 

SHRI BHATI IN BSF GUEST HOUSE, IF POSSIBLE AND 

ARRANGE RECEPTION ON ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE (.)

(JAY A! 
JOINT SECRE'

fAYAKpf PRASAD) 
ECRETA^Y (CNV) 
AUGUST 29, 2000.
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/ V Justice M ukherjeegoivimission of Inquiry

F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a ji S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  Bo se .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

Phone:
216-2765^8 & 216-2835

Fax:
216-2765
e-mail

j mcinscb@cal 3, vsn J. net. in

No. JMCI/Meetirig-Hearing/99-2000/57/l88(70)

From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary

Calcutta, dated, the 9th August 2000

To
Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001

rW

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am directed to inform you that the next hearing of the Commission 
will be held on 31st August 2000 at 12-00 noon in the Seminar Hall, Annexe 
Building, Mahajati Sadan, 166, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta 700 007.

You are, therefore, requested to make it convenient to attend the 
hearing personally and/or through your authorised representative.

r  ^  ^A£>V Yours faithfully,

AAS
(P. K. Sengu&a)

^  ^  '  c\ Secretary
i f  t , A

PO-1
<3^



fs Ministry of External Affairs
C N V  Division

PB Section may please issue the requisite sanction for deputation of Shri D.B. 
Bhati, Section Officer (NGO) to Calcutta as per details provided in the note containing 
administrative and financial approvals which is placed below. He is expected to reach 
Calcutta on July 30 and should return to Delhi by the evening flight on the following day. 
It may be noted that since Shri Bhati will be carrying important classified documents, he 
has been authorised to undertake his journey by air.

I JayantJay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 

August 25, 2000

AO(PB)

A separate copy, without enclosure, to TG Section for making the appropriate 
bookings.

_,-̂fe
y



Ministry o f  External Affairs
CNV D ivision

Apropos the reference received from the Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Enquiry into the alleged Disappearance of Netaji, Foreign Secretary has agreed that 
SO(NGO) Shri D.B. Bhati should be deputed to Calcutta as the nominee of the Ministry 
for the Commission’s hearing on 31st August 2000. Since he may be required to carry 
some Top Secret NGO papers by hand, it is requested that as a special case he may be 
permitted to go to Calcutta by air. ___

Prasad
Joint Sc (CNV)

25.8.2000
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J u st ic e  Mu k h e r j e e  C o m m iss io n  o f  Inquiry
F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 OS7

Phone:
216-2765-68 & 216-2835

Fax:
216-2765
e-mail

jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in

No. JMCI/Meeting-Proceedings( Follow Up)/ Calcutta, dated, the 08.08.2000,
48/187.

S

From : Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), 
Secretary .

To s Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS,
Joint Secretary (C.N.V.),
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India,
South Block,
New Delhi-110001.

Ref i Our letter No4JMCl/Meeting/99-2000/ 
48/107 dated 05.06.2000.

S i r ,  .

With reference to our abovenoted letter dated
05.06.2000 I am directed to request you kindly to 
send immediately photo-copies of alljthe nine "Top- 
Secret" files which are mentioned in the list attached 
to your D.o. letter No.25/4/NG0-Vol,V dated March 1, 
2 0 0 0 .

Yours faith

(P. K« Sengupta) 
Secretary

I

/

mailto:jmcinscb@cal3.vsnl.net.in


M O ST IM M ED IA TE  
C O N FID E N TIA L

TraicR, M  K c #  
M IN IS T R Y  O F  E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  

N E W  D E L H I

JA Y A N T PRASAD  
JO IN T  SEC R ETA R Y(C N V)

No. 25/4/N G O -Vol.V  ' July 25, 2000

p%, '

I am writing this with reference to your D.O. letter No. 
JM CI/M eeting/99-2000/48/98(7) dated 29 .05.2000, regarding the submission of 
documents/files related to alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in 
compliance of the order/directions contained in the proceedings dated 23 .03 .2000  of 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. ,

2. As desired by the Commission,, vide para (v) (b) of its proceedings
mentioned above, enclosed herewith is the required affidavit(in original) on behalf of 
this Ministry for submission to the Commission.

Yours sincerely

(Jayant Prasad)

Shri P.K.Sengupta,W BHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block, 3 rd Floor,
11/A, M irza Ghalib Street, ,
Calcutta 700 087

/  v C o p y  without enclosure to Shri A.K.Paitandy, Director(IS-l), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New  Delhi for information.

u
{Jayant Prasad) 

Joint Secretary(CNV

/



I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do 
hereby solemnly affirms and state as follows :

2. . That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee
Commission of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/m eeting/99- 
2000/48/98(7)-dated 29/05 /2000 alongwith its enclosure 
and undersood its contents.

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TO P SEC R ET/SEC R ET  
files available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 
25/4 /N G O  -  Vol.V dated 01/03/2000 and 24 /05 /2000  
respectively. No other documents/files relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and/or Indian National Army are  
the custody or control of this Ministry.

< k

Q E F pO N E N T

V E R IF IC A TIO N

Verified at New Delhi on this 2.ty H* day of July, 2000, that the 
contents of. the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records.

--------

DE^gNENT

jX, A)*
Selerpntv s  w htn )W o re  ni«

' r iLJSS

24 JUL2000



A FFID A V IT

I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of 
External Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do 
hereby solemnly affirms and state as follows :

2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry letter No.-JM CI/meeting/99- 
2000/48/98(7)-dated 29/05 /2000 alongwith its enclosure 
and undersood its contents.

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SEC R ET/SEC R ET  
files available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 
25/4 /N G O  -  Vol.V dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05 /2000  
respectively. No other documents/files relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and/or Indian National Army are 
the custody or control of this Ministry.

O^EJOIO N E N T

V E R IF IC A TIO N

Verified at New Delhi on this 2 . ^  day of July, 2000, that the 
contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records.

D E ^N E N T

S o le m n ly  S>*T«tn l u t o r n  n i«

24 JU12QQ0



Ministry of External Affairs
NGO SECTION

Subject: PM’s letter dated 16.5.2000 regarding Shri Debabrata 
Biswas, M P’s letter containing suggestions to expedite 
the probe by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inguiry 
into the alleged disappearance of Netaii Subhas Chandra 
Bose.

Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer to their I.D.No. 
l-12014/17/2000-IS (D ili) dated 04.07.2000 on the subject mentioned 
above.

The comments of this Ministry, on the point raised by Shri 
Debabrate Biswas, MP in his letter to the Prime Minister, are enclosed 
herewith for further necessary action by Ministry of Home Affairs.

(JAYANT PRASAD) 
JO IN T SECRETARY(CNV)

Shri A.K.Paitandv. Director (IS-0, Ministry of Home Affairs 
MEA U.O.Note No. 25/4/N G O  -  Vol. V  dated 21.07.2000



MEA COMMENTS ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE

Government of India has made several efforts, over the years for 
retrieving any available information in the possession of other countries 
on Neteji’s alleged disappearance, but without any success. For 
instance, attempts have been made at the official level to find out from 
the Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to 
Netaji available with them. In response we were informed by the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8 , 1992 that “according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union 
in 1945 and in subsequent years". Thereafter, on September 27, 1995  
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that 
“as a result of the investinations carried out at the Centre Archival 
Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the Russian 
Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents on Modern History, no 
information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years’’. The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for 
Preservation of Historical Documental Collection does not have any 
information on Subhash Chandra Bose”.
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(P IJ  IMMEDIATE
of m
- r r s n r

Subject:- P M 1 s letter dated 16-5-2000 Shri
Debabrata Biswas. MP' s letter con'taininq
suqqestions to expedite the orobe bv Justice
Mukherjee Commission ot Neta.1I Subhas Chandra

A copy of P M 1 s letter dated 16-5-2000 (along 
with its enclosures) on the above subject is sent 
herewith. A perusal or the suggesLions niaue oy bhri 
Debabrata Biswas, M.P. , shows that the undermentioned 
point concerns MEA:-

(iii) i To take immediate steps to bring back all the 
related docunents about Netaji which are lying 
in foreign countries. We came to know that the 
External Affairs department has not taken any 
step in this regard so far.’

2. As HM has to send a factual note to PM In the
matter, it is requested that the comments nf MEA on the 
above ooint may please be furnished immediately.

{A .\K . P A I I A N Q y A 
DIRECTOR (IS-I)

MtA (Shri Javant Prasad. Joint Secretary (CNV') 
M HA"I7D\''W n~T201 W\7 /M O - IS ' Q V lT i r W e d ' 04- 7-2TJDI]'



P ^ s o j
■ a u ^ ~

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r

New Delhi 
May 16, 2000

Dear Shri Advani Ji,

I am enclosing a copy of a letter of April 28, 2000 from 
Shri Debabrata Biswas, MP and General Secretary of Nelaji Probe
& Research Foundation. Shri Biswas has informed that the work 
of Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry is progressing very 
slowly. He has attributed lack of attention from the Government as 
one of the reasons.

In his letter, Shri Biswas has made some suggestions 
regarding measures needed to expedite the probe. Ministry of 
Home Affairs may take suitable action on the points raised in the 
letter.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(A.B. Vajpayee)

Shri L.K. Advani 
Minister of Home Affairs 
New Delhi



NETAJI PROBE & RESEARCH FOUNDATION
28, Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Road 

N e w  Delhi - 110 001 
Phone : 3352273, Telefax : 3714131

D ated 28 th A p ril 20 0 0

D e a r P rim e  M inister,

Sub: N e ta ji E n q u iry  C o m m iss ion

K in d ly  re fe r to my e a rlie r le tte rs  re g a rd in g  Ju s tice  M ukherjee  C o m m iss ion  of 
E n qu iry , w h ich  is now  p rob ing  a b ou t the  m ys te ry  beh ind  the d is a p p e a ra n ce  of N e ta ji 
S u b h a s  C h and ra  Bose. The N eta ji P ro be  and  R esearch  F o u n d a tio n  ex tends its 
s in c e re  g ra titu d e  to  you fo r e x te n d in g  the  d u ra tio n  o f the C o m m iss ion  by one  m ore  
year. •

T h e  N e ta ji P robe and R e search  F o u n d a tio n  is w o rk ing  very e x te n s ive ly  to fa c ilita te  
the  e ffo rts  o f the C om m iss ion  to unve il the  tru th  fo r eve r is ve ry  c lo se ly  w a tch in g  the 
m o ve m e n ts  o f the C om m iss ion  a lso . W h ile  ke e p in g  g re a t fa ith  on you in th is  regard , 
w e  re g re t to po in t out that, the E n q u iry  C o m m iss io n  has been  m ov ing  at a sn a il's  
pace. Y o u r k ind  in te rve n tion  is ve ry  m u ch  n e ce ss a ry  to a cce le ra te  the pace  o f the  
w o rk in g  o f the  C om m iss ion.

T h ro u g h  ou r ac tiv itie s  . w e fe lt tha t the  C o m m iss io n  is not g e ttin g  p ro p e r a tte n tio n  
fro m  the  g o ve rn m en t's  s id e  as w e  expec ted . A s you are  w e ll aw are  tha t th is  tim e the 
C o m m iss io n  have no o th e r o p tio n  th a n  to  base  on on ly  the  do cu m e n ts  To 
d e c la s s ify  the se  sca tte red  do cu m e n ts  w h ich  are  ly ing  in our co u n try  and ab road  is a 
H e rcu le a n  task. In the ligh t o f ab ove  c ircu m s ta n ce , w e  e a rn e s tly  re q u e s t you to take  
n e c e s s a ry  steps to reso lve  the fo llo w in g  su g g e s tio n s  at the ea rlie s t.

1. T o  se t up a fu ll fle dge d  C am p O ffice  o f the  C o m m iss ion  a t N e w  D e lh i, p re fe ra b ly  
a t V ig ya n  Bhavan w ith  n e ce ss a ry  fa c ilit ie s . .

2. T o p  p rio rity  m ust be g iven  to a ll c o rre s p o n d e n c e  from  M u khe rjee  C o m m iss ion  
!3 . T o  take  im m edia te  s teps to b ring  b a ck  a ll the  re la ted  do cu m e n ts  a b o u t-N e ta ji 
I w h ich  a re  ly ing in fo re ig n  co u n trie s . W e  cam e to kn ow  th a t the  E x te rna l A ffa irs  
\  d e p a rtm e n t has not taken  any step in  th is  reg a rd  so far.
4 But it ap pea red  in the P ress tha t the  h o n 'b le  P rim e M in is te r to ld  th a t the  govt 

has w ritte n  le tters to a ll co n ce rn  c o u n tr ie s  to d e c la ss ify  a ll the  do cu m e n ts  If it is 
so k in d ly  let us kn ow  the p ro g re ss  o f the  sam e.

5. W e  cam e to know  tha t som e im p o rta n t file s /d o cu m e n ts  a re  ly ing  with Shn Md 
Y u n u s , fo rm er C h irm an, T ra d e  A u th o r ity  o f Ind ia. P ra ga th i M a idan  New D e lh  If 
it is tru e  im m edia te  s teps sh o u ld  be ta k e n  to co lle c t the sam e from  him

6. We learnt that. Shri. VP  Bhatia Under Secretary IS(D.IV) Ministry of Home 
Affairs. North Block New Delhi and Shri S N Singh. Section Officer Justice



Mukherjee C om m iss ion  o f E nquiry , (N e w  D e lh i O ffice ) R oom  No. 172-B . N orth  Block 
New Delhi are co -o rd in a tin g  the ac tiv itie s  o f the C o m m iss ion  in N ew  D e lh i. K in d ly  
give them necessa ry  o ffice  fa c ilit ie s  and in fra s tru c tu re  ass is tance .

H o p e  that you w ill co n s id e r th is le tte r in its true sp ir it and do  the need fu l.

T h a n k in g  you,

In a n tic ip a tio n , .

Y o u rs  S 'n rw o lv

D EB A B R A TA  BISW AS, M.P;
G eneral Secretary
N etaji Probe and Research Founadtion.

To
Shr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
H o n ’ble Prim e M inister of India, 
N ew  Delhi. .



AFFID AVIT

I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do hereby solemnly 
affirms and state as follows :

2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry letter No.-JMCI/meeting/99-2000/48/98(7)-dated  
29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure and undersood its 
contents.

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET files 
available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 25/4/NGO  -  Vol.V  
dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 respectively. No other 
documents/files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
/or Indian National Armyare the custody or control of this 
Ministry.

DEPO N ENT

VERIFICATIO N

Verified at New Delhi on this ____  day of June, 2000, that the
contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records.

DEPONENT



AFFIDAVIT

I, Jayant Prasad, Joint Secretary(CNV), Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, South Block, New Delhi, do hereby solemnly 
affirms and state as follows :

2. That I have read the Hon’ble Justice Mukherjee Commission 
of Inquiry letter No.~JMCI/meeting/99-2000/48/98(7)-dated  
29/05/2000 alongwith its enclosure and undersood its 
contents.

3. I would like to state that the matter has been carefully 
considered and the details of TOP SECRET/SECRET files 
available in this Ministry have been sent to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry vide my letter No. 25/4/NGO -  Vol.V  
dated 01/03/2000 and 24/05/2000 respectively. No other 
documents/files/have been found in this Ministry^ vvfttefr’coutd*

V ER IFICATIO N ^  ^  ^  * *

C o  VA 5  ̂ 3  *

Verified at New Delhi on this ____  day of June, 2000, that the
contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to my knowledge 
derived from the official records.

DEPONENT



Before the H on',ble Ju stice  M u k h erjee  O ' em ission 
of In q u iry  a t C alcutta .

IN  T H E  M A T T E R  O F C O M P L IA N C E  W IT H  T H E  O R D ER S/ 

D IR E C TIO N S O F T H E  C O M M ISSIO N  AS PASSED IN ITS 

PR O C E E D IN G S H E LD  ON 23.3.2000 A T CA LCU TTA .
J

■k-k'k’k

A F F I  D A  VI T
1, A.K. Paitandy s/o Late Dr. P. Paitandy, working as Director 

(Internal Security-I) in the M inistry o f  Home Affairs do solemnly affirm and 

state as under:

That the following M inistries/Departments/Organisations seem to bo 

concerned with regard to the availability o f old files/documents 

connected with the alleged disappearance of Netaji, INA and the 

record o f proceedings o f  the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, 1956 and 

the Khosla Commission o f Inquiry, 1974 which earlier went into 

similar inquiries as is presently being conducted by the H on’ble 

Justice M ukherjee Commission o f  Inquiry:-

(a) Prime M inister’s Office

(b) Cabinet Secretariat

(c) Ministry o f  Home Affairs

(d) M inistry o f  Defence

(e) Ministry o f Externa! Affairs

(f) Intelligence Bureau

(g) Department o f Culture (National Archives o f  India)

(h) Research and Analysis W ing (R&AW )

2. The above mentioned M inistries/Departments/Organisations • . 

accordingly provided with the copies o f  the Com m ission’s directions/orde

A

i



dated 23.3.2000 for complying with the" same. In this connection, 

attention is invited to this M inistry’s D.O. letters No.I-12 0 14/13/2000- 

IS(l).lII) dated 11.04.2000, written to individual officers, a copy each ol 

which has also been provided to the Commission. As already mentioned in 

para(v)(b) o f  the Commission’s aforesaid orders/directions dated 23.3.2000, 

the requisite affidavit is to be filed by the competent persons ol ihe 

concerned Ministries/Departments giving a list o f fiJea uvailnhle on 

Netaji/INA. However, in view o f the fact that some o f  the 

Departments/Organisations have informed that they do not have any papers 

on Netaji/INA, there seems to be some confusion about filing o f Affidavits 

to that effect by them. In view o f  this fact and in deference to the 

directions/orders o f the Commission, this Ministry is filing this Affidavit on 

behalf o f  the following and I accordingly further affirm and state that there 

are reportedly no files/papers concerning Netaji/INA in their (the under 

mentioned Departm ent’s) possession:-

(i) Cabinet Secretariat

(ii) Intelligence Bureau

(iii) Research and Analysis W ing

The Communications received from these organisations have already been 

forwarded to the Commission separately.

3. The Prime M inister’s Office have a total o f  sixteen files, the details o f  

which have already been communicated to the Commission, vide Prime 

M inister’s Office letter N o.915/11/c/2/2000-Pol dated 2.5.2000. T k : . 

Ministry, vide its letter No.I-12014/13/2000/IS(D.UI), dated 31.5.2000 lias 

requested the Commission, inter-alia, to consider the feasibility o f  releva: i 

files available in Prime M inister’s Office, being perused/serutinised a l N r  

Delhi. The Commission has, however, requested Prime M inister's O itlce ;•>

2



make available to it photocopies oi the files, which according to their 

report to the Commission, are available in the Prime M inister’s O diee, 1 he 

( 'oiumis,sion’s letter NoJM CI/M ceting/48/93 dated 23.5.2000 refers.

►I. Similarly, Ministry oi’ lixternal A J lairs, vide IX) letter No25/4/NtiO- 

Vol.V, dated 24.5.2000 have inter-alia pleaded for scrutiny/perusal o f  the 

liles/records available in Ml'.A a! New Delhi. In response thereto, the 

. ( 'ommission have, for llu* lime beinp,, asked llu- Ministry ol In ternal Allaiis 

to send photocopies o f the following two files on Netaji/INA available with 

them, to the Commission:-

(j) No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill- Netaji Enquiry Commission under 

the chairmanship o f  M inister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, ! °56 

(ii) KW to file No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill Record o f  evidence 

tendered before Shah N aw az Com m ittee-1956.

The Com m ission’s letter No.JM CI/M eeting/48/93 dated 23.5.2000 

refers. As regards the nine (9) Top Secret files available in MEA , the 

decision o f the Commission is awaited, vide its letter No.JM CI/M eeting/99- 

2000/48/107 dated 5.6.2000.

— 5. The National Archives o f  India, vide their DO letter N o.F .9-2(I°)99 

P.A. dated 24-4-2000 (copy attached), have informed that in addition to 990 

files declassified and transferred to them by the Ministry o f Defence on 

26.8.1997, about which the Commission have already been informed 

separately, some more files are available with them. A fresh list o f  file: 

relating to Netaji/INA have also been furnished. The Commission has, 

however, requested the Directorate General, Archives, to send photocopies 

o f  the files, which according to their report to the Commission in pursuance 

o f  the orders/directives contain in the proceedings dated 23.3,20' o f  tin' 

Commission, are available at their end. It is presumed that the Director

JL



4
General, Archives would be taking necessary action in the matter under 

intimation to the Commission.

6. The Ministry o f Defence(History Division), vide their DC) letter 

No.2191/NIC/99, dated 9.5.2000 (copy attached ) Ivve informed that the) 

have already apprised the Justice M ukherjee Commission o f Inquiry that 

the files/documents pertaining to 1NA held by the History Division o f that 

Ministry had been declassified and transferred to the National Archives o f 

India on 26.8.1997. T' ey have also stated to have submitted to the 

Commission, vide their letter dated 16.2.2000, a list o f  these files. They have 

further stated that they do not have any other proceedings in then 

possession.

7. So far as the M inistry o f Home Affairs is concerned, only the files on 

bringing back the presumed ashes o f  Netaji kepi, in Renkoji temple in Toky< 

in Japan and postholnous announcement o f  award o f ‘B ’̂ r a t  R atna' l< 

Netaji, arc available. These fib s  do not have a direct bearing on the ongoing 

inquiry by the Commission. However, the record o f proceedings o f tlv 

Khosla Commission o f  Inquiry are avr'lable. Arrangements are being mad • 

to produce these proceedings before the Commission at Calcutta at th-; 

earliest.

1, A.K. Paitandy, s/o Late Dr. P. Paitandy, declare and affirm that 

what is stated above is true to my knowledge. No part o f  this Affidavit is 

false and nothing material has been concealed.

Deponent
V E R I F I C A T I O N

Verified at New Delhi on June, 2000.

I



.

.11 •' -  M '.'l'l . * I ( M ■ i !
ii a n  i:; / s I \ e  It I; I < J N

, I • y ,  'IN SUKUMAK SAUKAH 
■ \ , . i I)ii>>i:tiii (" ifiu 'tn lo t A tcltivcr.
Jil]|U S ■uvl ol l ii 'ha

i?' I'1;','a i <>‘<• 11.,
.. ,, i I ... Ull'I I ! I ! tit.I I,1/

aihld Ml 'II >
>itvu ‘<i\’>iii\'
Si-j'w. :t:j !•: •■Si ......
m a h o m a i  a h c s  i iv i  ;; t »i 
•i a n p a t i i , N r w n r t  h i i

& \ ■  ̂ r. 1 ; ; ; 
| i . I I I * < j I 1)1* ii'. ' \ I 'Ji i

t.'), 0 . F . 9 ~ 2  {!• 9 ) 9.9

D e a r  f . h r j  P a  ,1.1: f in d  y ,

K i n d l y  r e f e r  t o  y o u r  D . O .  1.0 t  t e  r  N o .  1 / 1  >’ 01 4 / 1  
( D i l l )  <1 a  L o ti 1 1 t h  A p r i l  2 0 0 0  a  l o n c j w  I t !  i th ra  p r o o f e d  U m :  

d a t e d  2 3r d  M a r c h  2 0 0 0  o f  J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j e e  C om m  is... i o n  
i n q u i r y ,  I n  f c h i o  r e g a r d  a  f r e s h  l i s t  c f  1 :1  l e s s  _ r e  l o t  i v . - i  
N e t a j  i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  P o s s e  a n d  IM A  a v a i l a b l e  w i . d i  th< 
A r c h i v e s  o f  I n d i a  i s  e n c l o s e d  h e r e w i t h  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  i - •

I t  m ay  f u r t h e r  b e  m c n t  i o n e d  h e r e  t h a t  t n o fcead o l  
a s  m e n t i o n e d  a t  p a g e  3 o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a f ' o r e e  a i / ; 
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w i l l  be e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a s  a n d  w h e n  : e q u  J

W i t h  k i n d  r e g a r d s .

Y o u r s  b l ivet?  i :e ; •. 

(.9UKUMAA D A K K e r

■
;jh i;i A. IC. h a  i t a n d y ,
D i r e c  t o r  ( I S  —I.)
M i n i s t r y  o f  Home A f f a i r s ,
( »ov e  r  nine n t  o  f  I n d  1 a ,
N o r t h  J l l o c k ,  
h e w  De Hi  i —110001

v J~:dpy 1,0‘"’Shri S. N. Singh, Section Officer ,Jusii e< 
Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Of fie; 
172-B, North Block, New Delhi.

( S . M . K .  i7.< 
D e p u t y  h i r o e  I •' -.a"
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No t es
His departure from cangkok c n 17 th 
Is 5C Bose still alive?
E x t r a c t  f rc.-n A l i i  ed F o r c e s  SEA Weekly Intslli. 
g e n c e  Revi  eu Wo, 5? f o r  u e e k  e n d i n g  2 Nov.  45 .
S, Cease's dsatr i  N’u r s e  a t  Hospital uhere he 
rslates sto ry
Gats relating to his death i n  an Aeroplane 
His proposal to see the Russian Ambassador 
Statement ui th regard to his death 
Last 7707) ents of S. C.FOSC

Fortnightly Intelligence Summary

1. Provisional Government: of India
2. The Azad Hind Dal

Important Documents Recovered by ’S ’ Section

Information on Subhash Chandra Bose
till

Report bearing Secret Sol 1 400/23/S £. CSOIC 
Red Fort,Delhi dated 29t| Fiay 194-5

Netaji*s Broadcast a:
21 * 25 h rs, . 3 c ec i a 1

21115 h rs, 
as sj 0 e o n

to 
S3 5, 45

40 pages

.*

-

222 pages 

1 32 pages

74 pages 

'.35 p a g es  

29 pages

2 D ec es



s /  4  3. - P o l l ,

1 8 /  A6_ Po l l c 

1 5/46-Po 11.

2/ 47- Po 11.



Snifting of the ban on the . Fo rua rd Sloe 
(it is containing the secret report dt0 'i9,9„4: 
by R, To tt,-btsha?.)

~ a r<s

i  D £ " 25

C o u n c i l  o f  S t a t e  -  J  
t h e  r e a p p e a r a n c e  o

p s c i n  rs_ t e v ,  1945 r e g s r d i n c
'etaji Subhas Chandra Bose

10 pages

Council of State-NoL. 1945, by the Hon'ble 
Raja Yuvraj Dutta 31ngh0 Efforts to capture 
Netaii Sub has Chanf|ra Eoss,

d o a o e s

Council of State-Q-j as tion-Bud get~s ess ion , 1947 
The H o n ’ble Raja Yl ) raj Dutta Singh re-arrest 
of tuo Italian f ro i the house of a forward 
Bloc uorker, Indu lev on suspicion that they 
had been deputed byjNstaji Subhas Chandra Eos 
to the Punjab u i t h f o n e  mysterious mission,-

p e?2Sc

«A
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C-n. simjh 
10 Director

J/■', v:;:
% .......
(■.’■Ii!'< ..mil

'>M) Tele:6X020 0'7

D.O. No.2191/NIC/99
iX dP-v W 'lio  PcoL[ cUa-cIi

■ MOST. IF iKK > ■
~ T IM E  J'-'h >'m a J t 

xm r ;
<nj r f■T't; s! ,

*ilH l«V.'vii

GOViiHNM&'.ST O! :• 
MINISTRY OF OfTPr: 

H IS T O R Y  D I V I S .: <;•: 
WEST BLO C K HC;. f. 
R . K .  PU.RAM,
NEW DELHI-1 1 0 0 GO 
o '- jM ay  20  0 0

t  >
Kindly refer to your D.O. let

Mo.1/12014/13/2999-15 (D.TII) dated 11 April mu ■ 
May, 2000 regarding the directions/orders pasr 
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry (Inquiring T 
the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhns clt u. 
Bose) in its first sitting held at Calcutta ■■■ 
March, 2000. .

I

-'-^L

We have already apprised the Inquiry Comm 
That a 11 the files/documents pertaining to i.'MA I»* • 
the History Division, Ministry of Defence h > 
declassified and transferred to the National A; 
o f  India on 26th August 1997. A list o f  these 
has also been submitted to the Justice Mu RI > 
Commission of Inquiry vide this office letter o i l  
number dated 16 Feb 2000. We do not have a m  
proceedings in our possession.

With regards,
Yours sincereJy

( G. B.  Singh)
Shri. A.K. Paitandy 
Director (IS-I)
Min .i s t r y o f Home Affairs 
Government of India 
d o i;th  B lo c k / •
New D e lhi- 1 1 0 0 0 1

CONFIDENTIAL

X.

"" *~.



. f%t?T *T5fTrR, ^
M IN IS T R Y  O F  E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  

N E W  D E L H I

Ju ne  26, 2000

As desired by Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, 
please find enclosed herewith the following two files(in original) for 
carrying by you from New  Delhi to Calcutta for perusal by the 
Commission:- (

(i) File No. C /55 1 /5 /72 -J P  Pt-lll-
Netaji Enquiry Commission under the Chairmanship 
of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956.

(ii) KW  to File No.C/551 /572-P t-lll -  
Record of evidence tendered before 
Shah N aw az Com mittee - 1 9 5 6 .

»
2. Please acknowledge the re c e ip t. »

, • Yours sincerely, 

— ,

' v (Jayant Prasad)

Shri S .N .S ingh,
Section O fficer,
M inistry o f Hom e A ffa irs ,
North B lock. New Delhi

Jay an t P rasad  <
Jo in t S ecre tary (C N V )

N 0 .25 /4 /N G O  - V o l.V

Dear Shri Singh,  ̂ r\ ^  ' * 't

Copy to Shri P.K.Sengupta, W B H JS (R e td ), Secretary to Justice 
Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry, B-Block, (3 Floor), 11/A Mirza Galib 
S tree t,. Calcutta- 700 087 for information w.r.t. their letter No. 
JM C I/M eeting /99-2000/48/107 dated 05 .06 .2000 . It is requested that the 
receipt of the documents may kindly be acknowledged ahd they may be 
returned to us as soon as done with 

’ c C\eA
-5

■ (Jay?
Joint Secri

l u

Prasad)
(CNV)



wn Ja y a n t Prasad
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285 ■

TELEFAX MESSAGE

w i ,  M  f e f t
M IN IS T R Y  O F E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  

N E W  DELHI

No.2241/JS (CNV)/2000 June 28, 2000

Dear Mr. Sengupta,

This is in supersession of my message of June 27 in response to your letter 
No. JMCI/Meeting-proceedings (Follow up)/48/l 31 of June 19.

2. The coordinates of our Ambassador in Tokyo are as follows:

Shri Siddharth Singh 
Office Telephone (81-3) 326-55036 
Residence Phone (81-3)320-22169 
Telefax (81-3)323-44866

3. The address of the Embassy is as follows:

T V

Embassy of India 
2-2-11, Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-1020074 
Japan

Yours sincerely,

M r.P  .K. Sengupta 
Secretary
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
'B' Block (3rd Floor)
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Calcutta-700 087 
(Fax No.033-216-2765)





_  , n . \ C

u’ ' V  ^  Justice Mukherjee Coinmission uf fiiqtury oSS-liVms/at
q )  £  for inquiry into llie a lleged  d isappearance o f  0 3 3 - 2 1 6 - 2 0 3 5 .

Nclaji  Subl ias  Chan dr a  Uosc T o x i
'B* Block (3rd floor) 1 OJ J - 2 1 6 - 2 7 0 5

I I/A Mirza Glialib Slreel.  Calculla-700 087

No. JMCI /Meeting-Proceedings (Follow up )/48/131 Calcutta, dated, the..AS.a.9.§.k.?.9.9.0 .

Proms-Shri P.K. Sengupta,WbHJS(Retd.),
Secretary

4̂-- To : Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary (CNV),
Ministry of External Affairs,(South Block)
Govt, of India,
New Delhi-110001,

S i r ,

I "am directed to request you to kindly furnish 
the name, address, telephone Mo. and Pax No. of the 
Indian Ambassador x u tfapan as early as possible.





Jay ant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV) 
Tel.No. 301 1357 
Fax No.379 2285

M  f e f t
M IN IS T R Y  OF E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  

N E W  DELHI

TELEFAX MESSAGE

No4 % >i5«) June 27, 2000

7tt,i
your letter No.JMCI/Meeting-proceedings (Follow up)/48/13l

3 c^ u K -

ofJune 19

2. The coordinates of our Ambassador in Tokyo are as follows:

If 2-f- mX a .

Shri Siddharth Singh 
Office Telephone (81-3) 326-55036 
Residence Phone (81-3) 320-22169 
Telefax (81-3) 323-44866

The address of the Embassy is as follows:

Embassy of India
2-2-11, Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo-1020074 
Japan.

V

Shri P.K. Sengupta 
Secretary
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
■B’ Block (3rd Floor)
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street,
Calcutta-700 087.

Yours sincerely,



/ ‘ l -, ' i J  M feft
S ^ ^ tTT^ ^ lO flN ISTR Y  O F E X T E R N A L A F F A IR S

\ ¥ ]  ^  fl ^  NEW DELH‘X b ^  r:
>'

FAX Message
One page onlv( for Calcutta) 

Two pages for Hicomind London

MOST IMMEDIATE

June 14, 2000 

FM : Foreign New Delhi

To : For PS to Shri P.K.Sengupta, Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Calcutta (Fax : 033-216-2765)

Repeated to: PS to High Commissioner, Hicomind London 
(Fax : 00-44-171-836-4331 or 836-3039)

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter Doc(FOR)/99-2000/56/124 
dated 12.6.2000 sent by speed post. Since Mr. Jayant Prasad is away on official 
meeting for the whole day today, I am writing to you to confirm that the letter 
addressed to our High Commissioner in London is being faxed right away for 
necessary action.



J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j l Y S P S F l n q u i 0 3 3 - 2 ( 5 - 3 7 0 5 / 6 0
for inquiry inlo ihe alleged disappearance o f  / j ° 3  J - 2 I 6 - 2 0 3 5 .

. Nclaj l  Subl ias  Chandra  Dose r e x  1
C  . ‘B* Block (3rd Hoor) • J t t & W W  O J J - 2 1 6 - 2 7 G S

I I/A Mirza Glialib Slreel,  Calculla-700 087 'I t )  &

« , i?000/56/124 £ V J s ^ „|e June 12,2000
.

Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block,

^ k.. New Delhi-110 001.

Dear Shri Prasad,

I am directed to refer to your letter no. 25/4s/NGO- 
Vol. V dated 24.5*2000 and to inform you that the Hon'ble 
Chairman will be in London from 20th to 22nd June 2000. I am 
enclosing a copy of the letter dated June 12, 2000 written by 
the Hon'ble Chairman to His Excellency the High Commissioner 
of India in U.K. Shri Nareshwar Dayal. The Hon'ble Chairman

• desires that the letter should be faxed to the High Commi
ssioner of Ihdia in U.K.* but the fax of this office has no 
ISD connection and no telephone of this office has ISD connec
tion. .

I am, therefore, directed to request you to kindly fax 
the letter of the Hon'ble Chairman to the Hon'ble High Commi
ssioner of India in U.K.. We are, however, trying to fax the 
letter from some private fax on payment of usual charges.
The Hon'ble High Commissioner of India in U.K. may also kindly 
be informed from your end of the aforesaid programme of the 
Hon'ble Chairman in London.

With , •
d

Yours sincerel

(P.K.Sengupta)
Secretary

Enel: As above

A

i



Justice. ‘Monoj 'Kumar Muffeerjee
Former Judge, Supreme Court o f India ' G D  3 5 9 , S a il Lake C ity (Sector III) C alcutta  7 0 0  091 3 37  8 2 6 5
r-v > ’

V "  I ] :

D.O. No.JMCl/Dac/F0R/99-2000/56/125e June 12, 2000

You are possibly aware that Government of India has 
appointed a One-Member Commission of Inquiry with me as its 

- ‘ Chairman to inquire into all the facts and circumstances 
related to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

One of the parties participating in the inquiry is 
headed by Sri Anil Mukherjee, Deputy Speaker of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. He had, on his own, written a letter to the 
Deputy High Commissioner, British Deputy High Commission, Calcutta 
on March 1, 2000 asking, inter-alia, for certain declassified war 
records from the British Government regarding Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose. In reply thereto, Press & Public Affairs Adviser of 
the British Deputy High Commission informed Sri Mukherjee that 
about 700 unpublished files are with the India Office Records, 
Oriental and India Office Collections, London and those files can 
be seen by researchers in that office only. A copy of the said 
letter has been forwarded to my office by Sri Mukherjee.

As I will be in London from 20th to 22nd June, 2000 on 
a private visit I would like to avail of an opportunity of talking 
to you over the above matter. It will, therefore, be highly appre
ciated if you kindly make it convenient to fix a time for that

_^  purpose. While in London, I will be staying with my brother
Sri Moloy Mukherjee at 81, Templars Avenue, Golders* Green, London, 
NW 11 (Telephone no. 208-455-8650).

VOi Ik, re<q<xcd/o t

. Yours sincerely,

Sri Nareshwar Dayal 
Hon’ble High Commissioner,
High Commission of India in U.K.

# *





J u s t i c e  Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry
F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b iia s  C h a n d r a  Do s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

^  I ®5 0  

/ 5 > / i
Phone: 

216-2765-68 & 216-2835
F a x :

216-2765

No. JMCI/Meeting/99-2000/48/107. Calcutta, dated, the 05,0 6 ,2 0 0 0 ,

From Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd,), 
Secretary
Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS,
Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India,
New Delhi-110 001,

S i r ,

I have been directed to refer to your 0,0, 
letter No,25/4/NGO-Vol,V dated 24th May, 2000 and 
to state that the two files, viz., (a) NO.c/551/5/- 
72-JP.Pt.lII-Netaji Enquiry Commission under the 
Chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Na^az Khan, 1956, 
and (b) KW to file No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill Record 
of evidence tendered before Shah Nawaz Committee-1956 
may kindly be made over to Shri S,N„ Singh, Section 
Officer of this Commission, stationed in New Delhi, 
who is hereby authorised to take delivery and carry

- rr those two files physically with him by Air from 
vt- \^New Delhi to Calcutta for perusal of those two files 

by the Commission at its Calcutta office,
£s regards nine ’Top Secret' files mentioned 

in your letter under reference and your letter dated 
01,03,2000, I am directed to say that the decision 
of the Commission in this regard will be communicated 
to you in due course,

. Yours

No.JMCl/Meetinq/99-2000/48/107(1)

(P, K. Sengupta) 
Secretary
Dated s 05,06,2000,

Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Shri S,N. Singh, Section Officer, 
C/o, V,p. Bhatia, Under Secretary to the Government of 
India, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block,
New Delhi-110 001,

(P. K, Sengupta) 
Secretary



-?7?r Justice M ukherjee Commission of Inquiry '
F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. _^ sqs*
1 D ) D , , / ,rT 'u '  A  \  216-2765-68 & 216-2835B Block, (Third Floor) Fax.

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087 21T 2F65

rf>rtifi&rtf> iyf Posting

JMCI/ Meeting/99-2000/48/100 Calcutta, dated, the 30.05.2000.

c

From

To

Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary

VJBHJS (Retd.)

Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block,
Government of India,
New Delhi-110 001.

S i r ,

I am directed/to refer to your letter 
No,25/4/NGO~Vol. (V7 dated May 20, 2000 and to 
state that the Commission has been pleased to 
grant extension of time upto 22.06.2000 for 
compliance with the relevant orders/directions 
contained in its proceedings dated 23.03.2000, 
which concern the Ministry of External Affairs 
Government of India.

Yours faithfull.

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary

NO«JMCl/Meetinq/99-2000/4fi/ltf0(1) Dated : 30.05.2000.
Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Shri A.k\ Paitandy, Director (IS-I), 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Gov4^nment of India, North 
Block, New Delhi-110 001.

(P. K .'^Sengupta) 
Secretary
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GOVERNM ENT OF INDIA

M IN IS T R Y  O F  E X T E R N A L  AFFAIRS

No.
JA Y A N T PR A S A D  
JO IN T  S E C R E T A R Y (C N V )

New Delhi the ......................................... 19

— M

No. 2 5 /4 /N G O -(V o l.-V ). Ju n e  2, 20.00.
i

I am  w ritin g  th is  w ith  re fe re n ce  to  yo u r D .O . le tte r 

No. J M C I/M e e tin g /9 9 -2 0 0 0 /4 8 /9 8 (7 ) d a te d  2 9 .0 5 .2 0 0 0  re g a rd in g  the 

s u b m is s io n  ' o f d o cu m e n ts /file s  re la te d  to  a lle g e d  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f 

N e ta ji S u b h a s  C h a n d e r Bose, in co m p lia h ce  o f the  o rd e rs /d ire c tio n s  

c o n ta in e d  in th e  p ro ce e d in g s  da te d  2 3 .0 3 .2 0 0 0  o f Ju s tice  M u kh e rje e  

C o m m is s io n  o f Inqu iry .

2. O u r re p ly  on  the  su b je c t ha s  a lre a d y  be en  se n t to  yo u  v id e  my

le tte r o f e v e n  n u m b e r da te d  2 4 .0 5 .2 0 0 0 . It se em s th a t ou r le tte rs  m ig h t ha ve  

c ro sse d  ea ch  o th e r in tra ns it. W e  a re  ke en  to  be a p p rise d  a b o u t yo u r op tion  

w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  su g g e s tio n s  co n ta in e d  in o u r le tte r to  e n a b le  us to  take  

su ita b le  a c tio n  as pe r y o u r adv ice .

, ^ T o u rs  s in ce re ly ,

Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.), 
Secretary,
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry, 
‘B’ Block, (3rd Floor),
11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street, <
Calcutta -  700 087.

'v>V
o j iA



JAYANT PRASAD  
JO IN T SE C R ETA R Y(C N V )

No. 25 /4 /N G O -V o l.V June 1, 2000.

I am w ritin g  th is  w ith  re fe ren ce  to  you r D O. le tte r No. 
JM C I/M e e tin g /99 -200 0 /4 8 /98 (7 ) da ted  2 9 .0 5 .2 0 0 0  rega rd ing  the  subm iss ion  
o f docum en ts /files  re la ted  to a lleged  d isapp e ran ce  o f Neta ji S ubhas  C h and e r 
Bose, in com p liance  o f the  o rd e rs /d ire c tio n s  con ta ined  in the  p rocee d ing s  
da ted  23 .03 .2000  o f Justice  M ukhe rjee  C o m m iss ion  o f Inquiry.

O ur rep ly  on the  su b jec t has a lready been sent to  you  v ide  my
le tte r o f even num ber da ted  2 4 .0 5 .2 0 0 ^  It se e m s.th a t 

crossed each o the r in trans it. - ta fn * I6 o f 
a s - stdg§es ted--by~ffle-Hn fw y -4 e t te f^ f - ^ 4 1!MVtey7~20QSh'to e n ab le  us 
su itab le  ac tion  as pe r yo u r advice.

UJTKtake

Y o u rs  s incere ly , 

(Ja ya n t P rasad)

Shri P .K .Sengupta, W B H JS(R etd .), 
Secretary,
Justice Mukherji C om m ission o f Inquiry, 
‘B’ B lock,(3rd Floor),
11/A Mirza G halib Street,
Calcutta -  700 087.
(Fax No. 033 -2 1 6  2765)



\ n ,  = < IA J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y
^ (Aa

00

F o r  In q u ir y  I n t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

BY SPEED POST

Phone:
216-2765-68 & 216-2835

Fax:
216-2765

N o . JM C I/M e e t i n 9 / 9 9 * * 2 0 0 0 / 4 8 / 9 8 (  7 ) Calcutta, dated, the 29.05.2000,

From

To

Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary

WBHJS (Retd,),

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block,
New Delhi 110 001.

Sub Compliance of the orders/directions 
contained in the proceedings dated 
23003„2000 of Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry.

I have been directed to send herewith a copy of 
the proceedings dated 23.03.2000 of the Commission, a 
copy of which appears to have been already sent to you 
by Shri A0K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home 
Affairs, Government of India, with his D.O. No,1/12014/- 
13/2000—IS(D,III) dated 11th April, 2000 and to request 
you for immediate compliance with those orders/directions 
which concern your Ministry/Department/Organisation,

Yours fait

No,JMCl/Meeting/99—2000/48/98(7)/l

(P. K„ Sengupta) 
Secretary

D a t e d  j 2 9 . 0 5 . 2 0 0 0

Copy forwarded for information and favour of taking 
necessary action to Ms, Sangeeta Gairala, IAS, Joint 
Secretary (Internal Security),Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi-110 0010

(P.K. Sengupta) 
Secretary



J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y  
T o  inq u ire  in to th e  a lleged  d isapp ea ra nce  o f •

Netdji Subhas Chandra Bose

Proceeding dated 23rd March, 2000.
Present - Hon'ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee, 

Chairman. .

After examining the statements filed by the 
parties and after hearing them and/or their . ■
representatives regarding the modalities of the_ 
proceeding, the Commission makes the* following ’ 
Orders/Directions
. (a) The Government of India shall produce

before the Commission, within six weeks 
. from the date of communication of these

Orders/Directiona, the following :-
(i) All files relating to Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose and/or I.N.A. in the 
Prime Minister's Secretariat 

• including the following Secret 
• • files •

• 1A, 2-A, 3-A, 6-A, 8-A, 12-A, 16-A (U.O. Note 
No, D/s-86 6, dated August 24, 1953, from P.M.'s 
Secretariat to Mohd0 Yunus, MEA (SEA, BR), 17-A 
(U.O. Note No. D.3788-8EA/53, dated August 27, 1953, 
from Mohd, Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to P.M.'s Secretariat, 
27-A, (Memo No. 2/53/1971/3/601 151) dated 
October 13, 1953, from Mohd, Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to 
P.M.'s Secretariat, 33-B (Letter No.20/62 (Accts.) 
dated April 82 (sic), 1954, from the Joint Secretary,
I.N.A. (Enquiry and Relief Committee, 82, Daryaganj, 
Delhi to the President, 34 A (Rajya Sabha's Starred 
question No0 60 dated Sept„ 28, 1954), 35-B (Note 
for Supplementaries) 37-A (Lok Sabha Starred Question 
No,334 dated August 2, 1955) 37-BCD (enclosures to 
S. No. 37-A) and Notes 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19,
23, 24, 25, 26 and 29 File No, 23 (156)/ 51-P.M. 
(Indian National Army) (INA) in the Far East),
23 (11)-56-57 PM (INA Treasure), 12(226)/56 PM 
(Investigation into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Subhas' Chandra Bose); 249 INA-GHQ Case 
Bose and Russia, 249-INA- IX(H) GHQ Case -on Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Headquarters main file 279/-1; INA 
10 Misc., Headquarters main file 273 INA (Misc, INA), 
Headquarters main file 273/lNA, Headquarters Main 
file 273-INA, 138-INA and 265 INA; 10 Misc.,INA;

c o n t d , . . P , 2 »
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(ii) File Noo16/3/45-Poll0 (i) containing Secret 
Report dated 19,09,45 by R, Tottenham, SecrStary

' prepared for Home Department; file No.75/lNA 
containing intelligence report prepared by Major 
Toye, Comd. S. Section CSDIC(i) dated ,20.10.45;
F, Noc 8/18/46-poll, (i) containing question n o ,  28 
of Hon'ble Yuvaraj Dutta Singh in the Council of 
State and the answer given; file No,8/15/46~Poll,
(i) relating to question No014 dated 6,11,46 of' 
Yuvaraj Dutta Singh; File No08/2/47 - Poll,
(i) relating to Yuvaraj Dutta Singh's questions •
placed in the list of business for'the Council of 
State on 17.2,47;
(iii) Report bearing Secret No.1400/23/SE. CSDIC, 
Red Fort, Delhi dated 25th March, 1946; Netaji*s 
letter Bo Jacob Malik, Soviet Ambassador, Tokyo 
dated 20.11.1944; Netaji's broadcast at 21,15 hrs, 
to 21,25 hrs,, Special Message on 1808.45; Confi
dential letter dated 23,5,46 from American Consulate 
Guard, Bombay dated 23,5,46 to the Secretary of 
State, Washington D.C,, A-175(a de-classified C.I.A, 
document (original stated to be in the Archives of 
Princeton University); a de-classified C.I.A. 
document dated 2702,64 relating to a story concerning 
the possible return of one Subhas (Subas) Chandra 
Bose; API news agency’s report attached to intelli
gence report for the Home Department dated 21,12.45; 
Secret No. ll/lNC/45 dated 1601,46 from the
Dy, Inspector Genl. of Police, CIS, Bombay Province, 
Sivajinagar, Pune-5; Lt„ Col, Anderson’s confidential 
letter No,MS/5/5, CSDIC Red Fort Delhi dated 21,1,46 
referring to a portion of Major Toye‘s report 
dt. 15,1.46; Daily INA Report No,56 dated 5,2,46 
prepared by W.N.P. Jenkins, Dy, Director (C) of 
Intelligence Bureau (Home Dept,); W. Mckwright's 
letter No, C-5 dated 19,2.46 to Intelligence Bureau,
H.D., New Delhi-3; Major Yong‘s Top Secret letter 
No.SL/9/CS/l dated 1.8.46 to W.C.K. Wright;
Pt. Nehru's letter to Mr, Atlee, the then Prime 
Minister of U.K. during 45 to 47 relating to Subhas 
Chandra Bose; Khurshed Naoroji's letter dt, 27.7.46 
to Louis Fischer., secret correspondence between

c o n td , ,P. 3,
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Mckwright and Major .Young dt, April 8, 1946 relating 
to receipt of a letter by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru • 
from Subhas Ch. Bose regarding his stay in Russia; 
and correspondences between Louis Fischer and Gandhiji, 
Louis.Fischer and Khurshed Naoroj$, Loufe Fischer and 
the President of USA, Louis Fischer and the Prime 
Minister of UK and other political leaders of U.K. 
in relation to Netaji and India's independence,
Louis Fischer to Stalin;
(iv) The entire proceedings (including the. evidence
recorded) of Shaw Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission-  .. held -------r--- ---------------------  —.which had/earlier enquiries into the disappearance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bo"sef ~

(v) The full texts of the Transfer of Power,
Volumes VI & VII;

(b) Besides filing the above files/records/
. . documents, the Government of India shall

file Affidavits of competent persons of
• ..— .J.U ................ _

the related Ministries giving lists of 
all other flies/records/documents, irres
pective.of whether they are Top Secret, 
Classified or De-classified,(except the 
99Q files transferred by the History Divn,,

■ Ministry of Defence to the National
Archives, Delhi, a list of which'has 
already been furnished to the Commission)

' lying in their respective custody or
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and/or Indian National Army;

(c) The Government of West Bengal shall produce 
all the files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose now lying in the custody of 
the Special Branch, including file 
No0269/45 "Prisoner/Releqse-Revised Policy 
of Govt,, for the release of security 
prisoners" containing Memo No,SS 129/SB 
dated 31st August, 1945 from the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to H.S.E.

. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Govt,
of Bengal, express letter No,1234 dated 
25,8,45 of Bengal Govt, and Confidential 
Note dated 3,9,45 of D.R. Hardwick,

■ D.I.G. I.B.; .
c o n td . , ,P .4e
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(d) Since, from the statement filed on behalf 
of All India Forward Bloc it appears that 
Dr, (Mrs„.) Purabi Roy of Asiatic Society 
has done along with some others an extensive

' 7
research work in Russia including on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and has submitted their 
report to the Society^ "ilie Commission would 
like to have an affidavit filed by Mrs0 Purabi 
Roy indicating the particulars of the 
documents which might have come to her notice 
in course of her research and considered by 

, her to be relevant for the purpose of the 
enquiry by this Commission_,as early as . 
possible preferably within six weeks from 
the communication of these Orders/Directions,,

The General' Secretary of the said 
Society, is also requested to forward to the 
Commission the aforesaid report along with ̂

■ "y
its enclosures within the period prescribed 

' as aboveo
(e) After the files are produced and/or particulars 

furnished by the Central Government in terms
o£ the above orders/directions, a research 
team'will be constituted to peruse those 
files and submit its report about the relevant 
contents thereof* The parties may suggest 
names of competent persons, preferably 
stationed in Delhi, who may be included in 
the team to be so constituted; and

(f) Having regard to the facts that the evidence 
of Major G, Baskaran, who in his statement ' 
has claimed that he worked as Confidential 
Secretary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at 
the material time, will be relevant for the 
enquiry and that he is aged 82 years, has 
lost his vision and is seriously ailing, 
immediate steps be taken to record his 
statement at his residence at No. 9, Royal 
Enclave, BasS't Avenue, Chennai notwithstanding 
the fact that the evidence, if any, to be

c o n td ,  „ .  ,p „5 .,
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produced by the C entral Government i s  
y e t  to be recorded .

The S ecretary  o f  th e  Commission i s  d ir e c te d  
to take immediate s t e p s  fo r  compliance w ith  the  
above O rder/D lrection s„

S ^ -
. (M.K. Mukherje^) 

Chairman

•V ,
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Justice M ukherjee Commission of Inquiry
F o r  In q u ir y  In t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b iia s  C h a n d r a  I3o s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

No. JMCI/ Meeting/48/96

2 * * 0

Phone: 
216-2765-68 8.216-2835

F a x :
216-2765

Calcutta, dated, the 2 3 .0 5 .2 0 0 0 .

O'

From s Shri P.K. Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.), Secretary
To : Shri Jayant Prasad, IAS,

Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of India,
South Block,
New Delhi-110 001.

S i r ,

I have been directed to request you to 
kindly send by FAX the following information s-

1) The name of the present Indian 
High Commissioner in U.K.?

2) His FAX No.
3) Whether he will be available in U.K. 

during the period from 20th June,
2000 to 30th June, 2000« Hon*ble 
Chairman may k  like to contact him 
in London during that period.

Your^fa^t^fy Ly,

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary

1
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A.K. P AIT ANDY 
DIRECTOR(IS-I)

Tek.No.301 2478

MOST IMMEDIATE/TIME BOUND
DO N o . T 7 l 2 i r r ^ 7 T 3 7 T 0 C ^ l 5 T D . T T l T

^  i r r m
KTTTrT

* A i 0001
M INISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS  

GOVERNMENT OF IN D IA  
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001

Dated, the 23rd May, 2000.

Dear
r

Kindly refer to my DO letter o f even number dated 
9.5.2000 followed by reminder dated 17.5.2000 regarding 
retrieving and making available to Justice Mukherjee 
Commission o f Inquiry the record o f  proceedings o f Shah Nawaj 
Committee, 1956.

2. I shall be grateful to be informed o f the action taken in the 
matter urgently. A copy o f  this letter is being enG&sed to the
Secretary o f the Commission.

t

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry o f External Affairs, 
South Block,
New Delhi.

^ u r s  sincerely,WLw
(A.'K. PAITANDY)



Secret

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel:301 -1357 & Fax: 379-2285

No-25/4/NGO-Vol.V

M IN IS T R Y  OF E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S
N EW  DELHI

/

May 24, 2000

Dear Shri Sengupta, •

This is further to our on-going correspondence regarding relevant 
material for the use of the Justice Mukherji Commission on the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, including your letter 
No.JMCI/Meeting/48/86 of May 19, 2000 received here by speed post.

2. We are glad to inform you that on scrutiny of the old records in the East 
Asia Division of the Ministry we have been able to locate the following two files 
on the Netaji Enquiry Commission, 1956:

a) No.C/551/5/72-JP Part III ~ Netaji Enquiry Commission under the 
chairmanship of Minister Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 1956.

b) KW to file No.C/551/5/72-JP Part-Ill Record of evidence tendered 
before Shah Nawaz Committee-1956. .

3. Both these files, as also the attached KW folder, are classified 
“secret”. It will be inadvisable to take the risk of sending these files, as also the 9 
top secret files mentioned in our letter of March 1, 2000 by post or courier from 
New Delhi to Calcutta because we cannot take even the slightest risk of their loss 
in transit. Some of the documentation contained in the files are of immense 
historical value and will form part of our national treasures in the National 
Archives of Incjia as and when they are transferred there.

4. There are, therefore, two clear alternatives available for the 
Commission to examine the documentation contained in the files. The 
Commission could examine the files, in-situ, in the Ministry of External Affairs or 
the Ministry of Home Affairs in New Delhi during the sittings that it, may chose to 
hold in this city. Alternatively, a designated official of the Commission could 
come to Delhi expressly for the purpose of physically carrying these secret and top 
secret documents in his personal custody and taking them with him to Calcutta for 
the perusal of the Commission. This will ensure that the secret and top secret files 
are taken from here in conformance with government instructions on the subject.



5. We look forward to hearing from you about the option exercised by the
Commission in order to take further action in this regard.

6. As forv volumes 6 & 7 of the Transfer of Power series, the publication
should ordinarily be available in the libraries of both Calcutta and Jadavpur 
University as also in the National Library at Calcutta. The publications could also 
be. ordered through a reputed bookseller since Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
London have good distribution channels for the sale of its publications in India. 
By some chance, if these publications are not accessible to the Commission at 
Calcutta, do please inform us to enable us to send you the volumes kept in MEA 
Library on a loan basis, to be returned to the Library after their use. There may be 
few pages in the two volumes of direct relevance to the Commission and 
photocopy of the entire thick volumes running to over 1000 pages may not be 
advisable. ' ^  ,

, Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd-) 
Secretary
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta.

Cc to Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-1), Ministry of Home Affairs, New
Delhi.



Jay ant Prasad
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel:301-1357 & Fax: 379-2285

fa&T W P T , ’Tl t e f t  
M IN IS T R Y  O F  E X T E R N A L  A F F A IR S  

N E W  D E L H I

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V May 24, 2000

Dear Shri Sengupta,

Apropos your fax of today, the information requested is as follows:

1. Shri Nareshwar Dayal
2. Fax No. (00-44-171)836-4331 & 836-3039.
3. As per current information our High Commissioner is expected 

to be in the UK between 20-30 June, 2000.

2. You may however like to ascertain our High Commissioner’s programme 
closer to the date of travel of Hon’ble Chairman.

Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K.Sengupta, WBHJS(Retd.) 
Secretary ~
Justice Mukheiji Commission of Inquiry 
Calcutta.





Jayant Prasad -
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel:301 -1357 & Fax: 379-2285

By Read. Post
M IN IS TR Y OF EXTERNAL AF FAIRS

NE W DELHI

5 v

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V . May 20,2000

Dear Shri Sengupta, '
1

Apropos our on-going correspondence regarding retrieval and provision 
of material for Justice Mukherji Commission on the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, this is to convey that while the MEA is taking the 
required steps in the matter, on which we have separate correspondence with you, 
we would like to seek more time to retrieve additional relevant material, over and 
above what we have been able to locate already (details of which have been 
separately conveyed to you).

2. We shall, therefore, be most grateful for a line in confirmation from
your side that the extension of time for a further period of two weeks can be 
provided.

.■ W < 1 - .

, Yours sincerely,

Jayant Prasad
■ - a j c ,

/ S h r i  P.K.Sengupta, WBI IJS(Retd.) •
Secretary
Justice Mukherji Commission of Inquiry .
Calcutta. 1

CC to Shri A.K.Paitandy, Director(lS-l), Ministry of Home Affairs, New 
Delhi. ■



F o r  In q u iry  I n t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
‘B’ Block, (Third Floor) „

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

Phone: 
216-2765-68  &  216-2835 

Fax:
216-2765

BY SPEED TOST
No. JMCI/ Meeting/48/86 Calcutta, dated, the 1 9 .0  5 .2 0 0 0 .

From

To

Shri P.K. Senguptaj Secretary
WBHJS (Retd.) .

Shri Jayant Prosad, IAS,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block,
Government of India,
New Delhi-110 001.

S i r ,

X am directed to refer to your D.0.25/4/ 
NGO—Vol.5 dated March 1, 2000 and D.O. of even No. 
dated 19th April, 2000, both addressed to me and 
to request you to kindly send immediately to the 
Commission in Calcutta phtoTcopies of the 9 (nine) 
Top Secret files as per list enclosed to your 
aforesaid D.O. dated March 1, 2000, as also a 
photoCcopy of each of the Volumes VI and VTI of 
the Transfer of Power Series brought out by his 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, London and available 
at the M.E.A, Library as stated in your aforesaid 
D.O. dated 19th April, 2000.

Yours faithfully.

(P. K. Sengupta) 
Secretary



MOST IMMEDIATE 
TIME BOUND

D.O.No. 1 / I 2014/1 3/2000^TsTD7TITT
A .K .PAITANDY
DIRECTOR(IS.I) 
TEL.NO. 3012478

VTTTcT 1W T  
^  10001 

M IN IS TR Y  OF HO ME AFFAIRS  
GO VERNM ENT OF IN D IA  

NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI-110001
WPOifa viT®̂

Dated the l71h May, 2000.

Dear Shri Prasad,

Kindly refer to my d.o.letter of even number dated
the 9th May, 2000 regarding retrieving and making available 
to Justice Mukherjee Commission on alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, inter-alia the record of 
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956. As the time 
limit for producing the said records would be expiring on 
20th of this month, I am sure the MEA must have taken 
necessary steps to meet the deadline, including seeking 
extension from the Commission.

2. I shall be grateful if you could look into the
matter personally on Top_priority basis and do the needful
urgently under intimation to this Ministry.

Sh. Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary (CNV), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block,
NEW DELHI.

Yours| sincerely,



N v  C
or External AffairsM inistry

(East Asia Division) \

Reference note received from NGO Section forwarding M H A ’s 
D.O. letter no .I/12014/13/2000-IS(D.III) dated 9th May regarding 
proceedings o f Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 
1974. Two files (nos.C/551/5/72-JP Pt III and C /551/14/90-JP) in JK 
Registry pertaining to the above-mentioned Committees are placed 
below. These may be forwarded to M HA for the use o f  the Justice 
M ukherjee Commission o f Inquiry.

2. W e may request N GO  Section/M HA to return the files to JK 
Registry after completion o f  the inquiry.

(Neeta Bhushan)
U nder Secretary (JK) 

16 May 2000
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No.4007/NGO/2000 
M inistry o f  External Affairs 

NGO Section

Reference F.R. placed below (DO No.I/12014/13/2000-IS 
(D.III) dated 9lh May, 2000) received from Shri A.K. Paitandy, 
Director (IS-I), M HA regarding proceedings o f Shah Nawaj 
Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 1974.

As desired by JS(CNV) a photocopy o f  the FR has been made 
and kept in NGO and the original letter is being sent to EA Division.

Submitted please.

JSjjCNV)
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DO No. 1/12014/1 3/2000-15(0.Ill) 
MOST IMMEDIATE/TIME BOUND

X'/JVS'

d J L * *  s o  p j z j
i * v s

A . K . PAITANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS-I)
Tele No. 301 2478

^  W9RT
itrct

Jff# 55TPS, Hi f^ f t -1 1 0 0 0 1  
M IN IS TR Y  OF H O M E  AFFAIRS  

G O VERNM ENT OF IN D IA  
NO RTH BLOCK, NEW  D ELHI-110001

Dated the 9th May, 2000

Dear

m

Kindly refer to your DO letter 
No . 2 5/4 /NGO(Vo 1.V ) dated 3- 5- 2000  regarding
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla 
Commission,1974, which are to be produced by the 
Government before Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry by 2 0 - 5 - 2 0 0 0 .

2. The proceedings or any other records
pertaining to the Shah Nawaj Committee are not 
available in this Ministry. This is so because that 
Committee was set up by the MEA only. To emphasise 
this point, your kind attention is invited to the 
underlined portions of the following Annexures to this 
letter:-

(a) Annexure-I:
' Introduction 
repor t .

(b) Annexure-II:

Relevant extract from 
of Shah Nawaj Committee's

______________  Extracts from Lok Sabha
Debates dated 3-12-1955 as mentioned in
the 'Introduction' of the Shah Nawaj 
Committee Report.

You will appreciate that in Annexure-I the 
Committee has thanked the Ministries of Defence, 
External Affairs and the Intelligence Bureau oT MHA 
and not the MHA(proper). Further, as per Annexure-II, 
it will be seen that the then PM has made a statement 
in the Lok Sabha in his capacity as the Prime Minister 
and the Minister for External Affairs and not as PM 
only. Moreover, we have also checked up M H A 1s Annual 
Reports for 1955-56; 1956-57 and 1957-58 and have not 
come across any reference about any Committee set up 
to enquire into Netaji's disappearance. Had MHA set 
up any such Committee, a mention of the same would 
have been made in these reports, particularly the 
Report for 1956-57.

3. The above reasons as also the reason of non
availability of any records in MHA are clearly

C o n t  d . . . 2 / -



indicative of the fact that the Shah Nawaj Committee 
was set up and administered by the Ministry of 
External Affairs only and not by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Incidentally, it may may also be mentioned 
that there has been no such Section/Branch called FEA 
in M H A , \t <V -»b ,

4. In the foregoing circumstances, I will request
you to kindly look into the matter again so as to 
ensure that the relevant records of proceedings of the 
Shah Nawaj Committee are retrieved and made available 
to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry well 
before 20-5-2000 as that is the time limit for 
compliance with the Commission's directions dated 2 3
3-2000. A copy of this letter is being endorsed to 
the Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Calcutta, for their information.

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary (CNV)
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block 
New Delhi

/



i ccovered. To bring out the above picture, it was decided that 
Inc Report should deal with the following points:

(1) Last plans of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
(2) Air crash at Taihoku (Formosa)
(3) Death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
(4) Cremation of Netaji’s body
(5) Netaii’s ashes
(6) Treasure

i^uch point is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. The conciu- 
.oris of the Chairman and the other member who has signed the 

Report are also given in each chapter. In a final chapter (7), a
■ --^estian has been made that Netaji's ashes should be brought to 
.itdia with due honour. The Report is in two parts:

Part A — Report (with three annexures):
Annexure I—Copies of relevant papers.
Annexure II—Photographs.
Annexure III—Sketches and plans.

Part B — Evidence of witnesses (with photographs of some 
. . nesses).

7. A large number of witnesses were examined in Japan. Trac- 
.r.g the witnesses and securing their attendance would not have 
keen possible without the ever-ready help and co-operation of the 
l-panese Foreign Office (Gaimusho). H.E. Mr. Shigemitsu, 
V>ieign Minister of Japan, who had held the same position in 
> :aji's time, extended to the Committee every courtesy and con- 

. -ration. The Committee wishes to thank the Government of 
.. an, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the staff of the Japanese Foreign Office, 

... i sir,cerely for thsir help and kindness. The Indian Embassy 
. Tokyo also were very helpful. In particular, the Committee 

... pleasure in recording appreciation of the services of Mr. J, Reh-
__ a who was attached to the Committee throughout their stay
.n Japan. Assistance was also received irom  the Indian Missions 
- i  Bangkok and Saigon. The Committee wishes to thank the 
Ministries of Defence, E xternal Affairs, and the Intelligence Bureau_ 
»;i the Home Ministry for lending secret Intelligence Reports, 
ih r i R. Dayal, who was attached to the Chairman of the Committee 

P.A , worked very hard from the very beginning to the end, and 
.. ,'e satisfaction all round. And finally, the Committee wishes to 
...,nk, with all sincerity, the Government of India, for making 

-i.c arrangements for the work of the Committee, at home and 
.•i>roau, and the opportunity given to them to make a first-hand 
•Cudy of an important chapter in the history of our times.



CHAPTER I' W
LAST PLANS OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

T h e  terms of reference of the Committee are:

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on the 
circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose jrom Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as 
a result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments connect
ed therewith." ! i

2. We have been asked to write the last page which had up to now  
remained blank; but to do so, it is necessary to know a little of the 
background of the first and intermediate pages. Early in 1942, the 
Japanese armies overran large parts of South-East Asia, which had 
been under colonial domination by European powers, and in so doing, 
they released a great impetus to nationalism. There were three 
million Indians in South-East Asia who took .a leading part in this 
movement. They formed the Indian Independence League under 
Mr. Rash Behari Bose. Singapore fell on 15th February 1942, and the 
large British Indian Army stationed there surrendered. Out of this 
was formed the first Indian National Army under General Mohan 
Singh. This Movement, however, was without a real leader of suffi
cient political stature. From the very start, the movement was wait
ing lor Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who was then in Europe, hav
ing escaped from detention in India in 1941. After a long and perilous 
journey by submarine, Netaji arrived in South-East Asia, and took 
charge of the Indian Independence Movement on the 4th of July 
1943. Soon after, he assumed supreme command of the Indian 
National Army. Addressing a review of the Indian National Army 
ai Singapore on 5th July, he first uttered his famous battle-cry, 
•C1IALO DELHI!’ ‘DELHI CHALO!' On the 2lst October 1943, the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was formed. There was great 
enthusiasm and men and money poured in. The Japanese Army had 
overrun Burma and was poised for the invasion of India through 
Assam. Troops of the Indian National Army were sent to the front, 
and they took a gallant part in the fighting around Imphal and 
Kohinva. Netaji toured all over East Asia, and visited Japan more 
than once. Although belonging’ to a subject nation, and dependent 
on Japan for keeping his army in the field, he left an indelible im
pression of bis personality on all those who came in contact with 
him. Even today, his m.me is a household word in South-East Asia 
and Japan- Between his arrival in Singapore in July 1943, and his 
■depanure from Bangkok in August 1945, barely two years passed,

/
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Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: If I may
read the second sentence of my answer, it 
says:

"The Japanese Government have been 
consulted, and they have promised 
us full co-operation in the en
quiry.”

Shri Kam ath: Will that be an Indo- 
Japanese Commission of Enquiry or what ?

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not
know about it. This raises matters of proce
dure. The point is that they are fully co
operating in this. •

sft *T*T° rr&o fH sft : w  3
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• Caustic Soda and Soda Ash

. *433- S h ri T . B . V ittal Rao :
Will the Minister of Com m erce and 
Industry be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 317 on 
the 15th September, 1955 in the Rajya 
Sabha and s tae  at what stage the nego
tiations with China for the import of a 
Caustic Soda and Soda Ash stand at 
present ?

The M in ister o f  C om m erce (Shri 
K arm arkar ) : We are importing 5,000 
tons of Soda Ash from China during the 
current half year. The Chinese Govern
ment did not make any firm offer for the 
supply of Caustic Soda.

S h ri T. B . V itta l Rao : How docs 
the price of these 5000 tons of Soda Ash, 
which is being imported from China, 
compare with that imported from oiher 
countries ?

M r. D ep uty-Sp eaker : What percen
tage does it bear to the en'ire import ?

S h ri K a rm a rk a r : It is about half; 
the total requirement* have been estimated 
at 10,000 ton* and h is, 5,000 tons. .

S h ri T . B . V ittal Rao : My qucstic*' 
is how does the price compare with the . 
price of the imported Soda Ash from other 
countries,

S h ri K a rm a rk a r : The prices are 
about the same, £17 per ton.

*ft smtem?: w r «tpt g ft
*rnr?; ht?? n srn :̂ n «rjpr
arfr arcn? Sr «nt snft f  stk r̂fê r
tfter tobV *tptt $  *Rm srr |  ?

• «ft w t t v t : ?rff
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Coal .

*434• S h ri S. C. Samanta : Will 
the Minister of Production be pleased 
to state :

(a) how the target of 60m. tons of 
coal at the end of the Second Five Year 
Plan has been worked out;

(b) the quantity allocated to the 
private sector;

(c) the production per year at 
present from the State collieries;

(d) the improvements made or en
visaged ih  the existing State collieries;

(e) whether any washeries ' have 
been established for State collieries 
to improve the quality of coal; and

(f) the number of new collieries which ■ 
are expected to be established in the 
near future both in the private and pub- |  
lie sectors ?

The M in ister o f  Production (Shri 
K. C. R ed d y ): (a) The target has 
been worked out taking into account the ’j 
coal requirements of the Railways, of the t j  
existing industries, the expansion scheme* ;y 
of existing industries under consideration j  
and the new industries likely to be set up v -jj 
during the Second Five Year Plan period*^ "

(b) About eight million tons per annus*! 
over and above the present productio°| 
in that sector.
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Dated the 9th May, 2000

.A

r ^c n v

WDear A W  •

Kindly refer to' your DO letter 
N o .25/4/NGO(Vol. V ) dated 3-5-2000 regarding
proceedings of Shah Nawaj Committee, 1956 and Khosla 
Commission,I 974, which are to be produced by the 
Government before Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry by 20-5-2000.

2.' The proceedings or any other records 
pertaining to the Shah, Nawaj Committee are not 
available in this Ministry. This is so because that 
Committee was set up by the MEA only. To emphasise 
this point, your kind attention is invited to the 
underlined portions of the following Annexures to this 
letter:-

(a) Annexure-I: Relevant extract from 
'Introduction' of Shah Nawaj Committee's 
r e p o r t .

(b ) Annexure-II: Extracts from Lok Sabha 
. Debates dated 3-12-1955 as mentioned in

the 'Introduction' of the Shah Nawaj 
Committee Report. .

You will appreciate that in ' Annexure-I the 
Committee has thanked the Ministries of Defence, 
External' Affairs and the Intelligence Bureau oJ[ MHA 
and not the MHA(proper). Further, as per Annexure-II, 
it will be seen that the then PM has made a statement 
in the JLok Sabha in his capacity as the Prime Minister 
and the Minister for External Affairs and not as PM 
only. Moreover, we have also checked up M H A 's Annual 
Reports for 1955-56; 1956-57 and 1957-58 and have not 
come across any reference about any Committee set up 
to enquire into Netaji's disappearance. Had MHA set 
up any such Committee, a mention of the same would 
have been made in these reports, particularly the 
Report for 1956-57.

3. The above reasons as also the reason of non
availability of any records in MHA are clearly

Contd...2/-



indicative of the fact that the, Shah Nawaj Committee 
was set up and administered by the ,Ministry of 
External Affairs only and not by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Incidentally, it may may also- be mentioned 
that there has been no such Section/Branch called FEA 
in M H A , iw •» L 1* , 1 ,

i
4. In the foregoing circumstances, I will request
you to kindly look into the' matter again so as to 
ensure that the relevant records of proceedings of the 
Shah Nawaj Committee are retrieved and made available 
to the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry well 
before 20-5-2000 as that is the time limit for 
compliance with the Commission's directions dated 2 3
3-2000. A copy of this letter is being endorsed to 
the Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of 
Inquiry, Calcutta, for their information.

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary (CNV)
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block 
New Delhi

t



j ccovered. To bring out the above picture, it was decided that 
tr.v Report should deal with the following points:

(1) Last plans of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
(2) Air crash at Taihoku (Formosa)
(3) Death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
(4) Cremation of Netaji’s body
(5) Netaji's ashes
(6) Treasure

lLuch point is dealt with in a self-contained chapter. The conclu- 
.o/is of the Chairman and the other member who hag signed the 

Report are also given in each chapter. In a final chapter (7), a 
• »r,,4estion has been made that Netaji's ashes should be brought to 
..-idia with due honour. The Report is in two parts: - - - 

Part A — Report (with three annexures):
Annexure I—Copies of relevant papers.
Annexure II—Photographs.
Annexure III—Sketches and plans.

Part B — Evidence of witnesses (with photographs of some 
.. .messes).

7. A large number of witnesses were examined in Japan. Trac- 
the witnesses and securing their attendance -would not have

i.cvm possible without the ever-ready help and co-operation of the 
Lpanese Foreign Office (Gaimusho). H.E. Mr. Shigemitsu, 
oieign Minister of Japan, who had held the same position in 
. :aji’s time, extended to the Committee every courtesy and con- 

. -ration. The Committee wishes to thank the Government of 
.»n, Mr. Shigemitsu, and the staff of the Japanese Foreign Oflice,

- t sincerely for their help and kindness. The Indian Embassy 
. Tokyo also were very helpful. In particular, the Committee 
_ pleasure in recording appreciation of the services of Mr. J. Reh- 

..._n who was attached to the Committee throughout their stay 

.ii Japan. Assistance was also received irom the Indian Missions 
_t Bangkok and Saigon. The Committee wishes to thank the 
.jlmistrips of Defence, External Affairs, .and the Intelligence Bureau 

thejlom e Ministry for lending secret Intelligence Reports. 
Shri R. Dayal, who was attached to the Chairman of the Committee 

P.A , worked very hard from the very beginning to the end, and 
«ve satisfaction all round. And finally, the Committee wishes to 
..,nk, with all sincerity, the Government of India, for making 
... arrangements for the work of the Committee, at home and 

..i.roao, and the opportunity given to them to make a first-hand 
iudy of an important chapter in the history of our times.
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CHAPTER IW
LAST PLANS OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

1 j' '‘ ‘
The terms of reference of the Committee are:

“To enquire into and to report to the Government of India on the 
circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August 1945, his alleged death as 
a result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments connect
ed therewith." ■ e i(t ~

2. We have been asked to write the last page which had up to now 
remained blank; but to do so, it is necessary to know a little of the 
background of the first and intermediate pages. Early in 1942, the 
Japanese armies overran large parts of South-East Asia, which had 
been under colonial domination by European powers, and in so doing, 
they released a great impetus to nationalism. There were three 
million Indians in South-East Asia who took.a leading part in this 
movement They formed the Indian Independence League under 
Mr. Rash Behari Bose. Singapore fell on 15th February 1942, and ttie 
large British Indian Army stationed there surrendered. Out of this 
was formed the first Indian National Army under General Mohan 
Singh. This Movement, iiowever, was without a real leader of suffi
cient political stature. From the "very start, the movement was wait
ing ior Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, who was then in Europe, hav
ing escaped from detention in India in 1941. After a long and perilous 
journey by submarine, Netaji arrived in South-East Asia, and took 
charge of the Indian Independence Movement on the 4th of July 
1943. Soon after, he assumed supreme command of the Indian 
National Army. Addressing a review of the Indian National Army 
ut Singapore on 5th July, he first uttered his famous battle-cry, 
•CliALO DELHI!’ ‘DELHI CHALO!’ On the 21st October 1943, the 
Provisional Government of Azad Hind was formed. There .was great 
enthusiasm and men and money poured in. The Japanese Army had 
overrun Burma and was poised for the invasion of India through 
Assam. Troops of the Indian National Army were sent to the front, 
and they took a gallant part in the fighting around Imphal and 
K.ohima. Netaji toured ail over East Asia, and visited Japan more 
than once. Although belonging" to a subject nation, and dependent 
on Japan for keeping his army in the field, he left an indelible im
pression of his personality oa all those who came in contact with 
him. Even today, his nune is a household word in South-East Asia 
and Japan. Between his arrival in Singapore in July 1943, and his 
■departure from Bangkok in August 1945, barely two years passed,
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S hri jaw ah arla l N ehru: If I may 
read the second sentence of my answer, it 
says:

"The Japanese Government have been 
consulted, and they hsjve promised 
us full co-operation ,in the en
quiry."

S hri K am dth: Will that be an Indo- 
Japanese Commission of Enquiry or what?

S hri Jaw aharla l N ehru: I do not
know about it. This raises matters of proce
dure. The point is that they are fully co
operating in this. •

t£*To ttho f jq s f t ':  >f
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■ Caustic Soda and Soda Ash

*433. S h ri T . B . V ittal Rao : 
Will the Minister of Com m erce and 
Industry be pleased to refer to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 317 on 
the 15th September, 1955 in the Rajya 
Sabha and sta e at what stage the nego
tiations with China for the import of a 
Caustic Soda and Soda Ash stand at 
present ?

The M inister o f Com m erce (Shri
K arm arkar ) : We are importing 5,000 
tons of Soda Ash from China during the 
current half year. The Chinese Govern
ment did not make any firm offer for the 
supply of Caustic Soda.

Shri T. B . V itta l Rao s How does 
the price of these 5000 tons of Soda Ash, 
which is. being imported from China, 
compare with that imported from other 
countries ?

M r. D ep u ty-S p ea ier 1 What percen
tage does it bear to the en'ire import?

Shri K arm arkar » It is about half; 
the total requirement! have been estimated 
at 10.000 tom «nd I* l v  5.ooo tons.

■ •••»< 1

S h ri T. B. VlttaJ Rao : My questit*' 
is how does the price compare with it* 
price of the imported Soda Ash from other 
countries. ■

S h ri K a rm a rk a r : The prices 
about the same, £17 per ton. art

sftftBTW: tprr IT H’Pt’fT j  f t
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Coal ' .

t ??.■*'. S. C. Samanta : Will
the Minister of Production be pleased 
to ptate :

. (a) how the target of 60m. tons of 
coal at the end of the Second Five Year 
1 lan has been worked out;

(b) the quantity allocated to the 
private sector;

(c) the production per year at 
present from the State collieries;

(d) the improvements made or en- ii 
vtsaged ih the existing State collieries! A

(e) whether any washeries ' have 
been established for State collierie* 
to improve the quality of coal; snd

(f) the number of new collieries which , ] 
are expected to be established in the 
near future both in the private and pub
lic sectors ?

T h e M in ister o f  Production (ShH 
K-> C . R ed d y )s (a) The target ha* 
been worked out taking into account the 
coal requirements of the Railways, of the 

( existing industries, the expansion scheme*
' of.ex isting  industries under consideration 

and the new industries likely to be set up . 
during the Second Five Year Plan peri°“-^

,(b) About eight million tons per a n n ^ J  
over and above the present product!00v 
in that sector. '
1 ■ ’ *f

(c) About 3 million tons In Central G o ^ ;
1 'collieries. , Production: . In 

calljeriei owned mainly by Hyder»i* 'v  
State Is afciout 1-5 million tons.' > K

• ;-sU
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Cor
Most Immet l  ime Pound

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel.No. 301 1357 
Fax No.379 2285

No.25/4/NGO (Vol.V) May 3, 2000

Dear Shri Paitandy,

I am wjfing apropos your D.O. No.I-120l4/13/2000-IS(D.III) o f  May 2, 2000 
to convey that we do not have available in the Ministry o f External Affairs the 
proceedings o f  the Shah Nawaz Committee, 1956 and the Khosla Commission, 1974.

2. We have, however, already confirmed that we do have a copy each o f their 
printed reports. • ' ". T

3. We would suggest a perusal o f the Netaji Inquiry Committee Report 
(containing the report o f the Shall Nawaz Committee) which was published in October 
1956. This indicates that Committee itself was constituted as per government 
notification No.F.30(26)FHA/55 dated April 5, 1956. The Report was published on 
behalf o f government by the Ministry’ p f Information & Broadcasting (Publications 
Division). As for the report o f the One-man Commission of Inquiry into the 
Disappearance o f  Netaji Subhas Chandra Hose (the Khosla Commission), this was 
published by the Ministry o f  I lome Affairs oji June 30, 1974. It is clear also from the 
notification regarding its constitution dated July I I ,  1970 that the order of 
Government o f India appointing the, Commission had issued from the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. MHA may, therefore, like to peruse its own records to locate the entire

, proceedings o f the Shah Nawaz Committee, 1956 and the Khosla Commission, 1974.

4. A copy o f this, communication is being endorsed to Shri P.K. Sengupta, 
Secretary, Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry.

i Yours sincerely,

Shri A.K. Paitandy •
Director(IS-I);
Ministry o f Home Affairs
North Dlock, New Delhi 110001. ' .

K : S k n ,  ^  k .  ■ '

'(2,’ GxW ic, - '
. »y  f\ ,

• , c ca^W - - / o o  f»S? , ^

, f f \  V  _  r  5  ?  -  ' ( 1 7 /  S~~ ■

■AIMS
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A.K. PA I TANDY 
DIRECTOR(IS-I) 
Tele.No. 301 2478

- y  irror
*?nf, *rf fe*ft-noooi 

' m in is t r y  o f  h o m e  a ffa ir s
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

NORTH BLOCK, NEW OELHl-110001

Dated, the 2nd May, 2000.

D e a r e r
/

/

Kindly refer to your DO letter N o .25/4/NGO-(Vo I.V ) 
dated 19-4-2000 regarding compliance by the Government of 
India with the orders/directions passed by Justice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Your specific comments w ith 

to the availabiliTy or o 'tTTerwl sn-lnf. the ciTt i r<_- 
I including

reference 
rmy nTecTTn g s "the evi~dcnce r^rnrderi)— clL. Sha_h Nawaj^ 
C6mmrttee ~and KhosLa Commiss i on which had held e a r H er 
enquires into the disappearance of Netaii Subhas Chandra— Bose

"are.j mmcd iatel y requ i'red . Tn t h is connect i on , attention is
inv i ted to para ("a) (i v T~ of the directions already sent to you 
vide my DO letter of even number dated 11-4-2000.

2. As the
orders/directions 
kindly look into the 
and apprise the Commiss ion 
intimation to this Ministry, 
importance in the light of 
panel reports missing1 publi 
De 1 h i edition) 
reference) .

time limit for complying with the 
is expiring shortly, I shall request you to 

matter personally on top priority basis 
of the factul position under 
The matter has assumed greater 

a news item titled ’old Netaji 
shed in the Indian Express (New

dated 28-4-2000 (copy enclosed for ready

r
Your s incere1y ,

-  i — y
a. . j -  - '
K. PAITANDY)

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
New Dei hi
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•S£NTANU BANEWEB;a * ? ® # '^ te o ^ o a iP b s i< « )  d*li»iili^lp^m  
.CALCUTTA; APRIL 2 T j , ' * ) ^  1956and 1970-74 respcciivcily«r̂  

i'?V>: v’|noW'deu^/.One.?uch'^ii)wssj‘s..i 
'1‘f iTM E kcords of the procced-^fotmefjiidjan.Nmioijtil '^rhiyJlKi:6f U jc' |jroceed-^foOTej;jiidian, NntipJjiij'^rniy^fi. 

Nawaz
THE tectfrds....................

>, ings of fhe $hah. Nuwaz Commit 
;tee and the Khosja
/:sct up in-J 956 a n d L -----,-yA /»•...,
Jlhto Netaji"; Sublliish 'J,Cliandra,>|viyecl tJW.. alleged^ir.fjxislK^Rai 
:> Bose’s disappeariiilceVjirc Aeport-Jl^-^hdhiarii 
jedly npt traceableJ;:»:i^:T^8*i-^)^i^v:appearpd.befQr<;'the Slijili NdW;ij 
> "The fact ihat these rccorcbare,^^niniiltcc;Whiv'li lielcl in-camei‘S  
j'noi traceable1;can^c Ip light whefj^^\fexajiiinaliD^^(jle w itncssv?.^^ 
the Justice Mui<lieijc«Goniriiissioni';*iv?>?jTh(?Ugl{;fhclMc)rafjl.6^v î;iifi 

{presently Inquiring into the niystery^ rucnl rcjfcctcd the reports JJf,bo(H 
j of Netajis disappearance, could not 0  the Shah Nawaz Committee t\hd 
l get them when asked for front th c ^  JCjiosla^Cohiniiision' iii ' Aligilst 
, Union Home Mlnlstiy/nio Justice,'V'llJ7l}on tltc lluorof the rniliinncnt' 
f Jviukheijce Commission needs tl icsc ^j.fot- theii:dlscrep;incic$, the records 
'■ ri'coiUsfprscreeningtliepvideiice o f . o f  tlicsc proceeding?;; Inejtiding the! 
'i witnesses wIjo appeared before the-;; evidences of the witnesses, assum6,
• pjirliercominiiteeandconinitsion. '^ir great iinportaiiec for-.tlpc .Justi^ 
f>* vriie records of the proceetl^ *J^ukheijctf C om oi& ioii'^f 

ings assume great importance for. y il '■‘The Shall Nawaz Committed 
>: the Commission because some'.of ̂ 'subm itted itp report in six mdpths
- tl-in. 1/dii uf!ln<>'cc(«r. iu!in a r \ r \ i s n K n f  tli#* I l̂inclri P’hmmiccinn tiiKtthe key witnesses, 
’ before the Shah

s; whp appeared,V but the KJiosla Commission .tpbk 
Nawaz’ComrtH.t-biiryeSrs iodoSO,11̂-.';-̂ /̂ r;V)j

■<
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Justice M ukherjee C ommission of Inquiry
For Inquiry Into the Alleged Disappearance of 

v , .  ' j  N e t a j i  S u b im s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .
Jjg,- B Block, (Third Floor) pax.

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 70 0 0 8 7 216-2765

■- ' V

No. JM CI/M eetinq/99-2000/49/49 Calcutta, dated, the J7«04*20W,

y
Fro* i shri p . k.

s e c r e t a r y
SM gopU, WBHJS (R etd .),

I Ha* sangeeta G oirala. I as. 
Joint Secretary (Internal 
M inistry o f  Hone A ffa irs, 
Govermaent o f Ind ia, 
worth Block,
Mow D elhi-110 001.

ity ) ,

Madam,

AS

JJO

In continuation
99-2000/4^9 datod 
herewith a copy o f  
2000 to tlM 
Mukherjee ccwai aaion

o f ay lo tte r  Mo.JMCX/Meetini/- 
>4.2000 Z an directed to M ai 
oorrigendnn datod 27th April* 
dated 23.04.2000 o f J u stio s  

o f Inquiry for your inform ation.
Your# fa ith fu lly .

( P.K* l > i

V '

Mo. JMCl/Meotlna/99-2000/4a/49(51 Datod * 27.04.M00
Copy with a copy o f the corrigendum referred to  above 
la  forwarded for infornation  to  «
1) Dr* W aanr Sarkar. Director genera l o f A rchives. 

Government o f Xndla. Janpath. Mow D elhi-110 001.
th ie  hao referenoe to h ie  D.O. le t te r  M&.F.9 -2 (1 9 )9 .A. 
dated 24.04.2000 addreaaed to  Shri A.K. Paltandy.
D irector (XS-X), M iniatry o f Noam A ffa ire. Govt. o f  
Xndia. a oopy o f which woo wwSoroed to the undereigned.

2) Shri Jayant Prosed, xas, Jo in t secretary. M inistry o f 
sxtaxnal A ffa ir s , south s lo c k . Mow Dolhi*110 001

S) Shri O.M. Ray. XAS, Haas Secretary, oovt. o f Moot Bengal, 
th is  has reference to  le t te r  Me .J*ci/M eetlng/99-2000/*V  *• 
dated 04.04.2000.

4) Dr. Anil sarkar. General Secretary. A sia tic  so c ie ty .
1 . Park s tr e e t . C a lcu tta -lf. This has referenoe to le t te r  
N0*M oetlng/99-2000/4Vl2 dated 04.04.2000.

§ . Dr. 9«rahi May. neocarsh psofoooor. A sia tic  so c ie ty .
47-C, Abdul K alin te n s . C alcutta-14, th ia  has rataranna 

le t te r  M s.M cctino/99-2004/4^11 d t. 04.04.2000 o f
(9 4 1 .^ . s anpepta)
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N o . Da te

April 27, 
2 0 0 0.

J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y

To inquire into the alleged disappearance of
Netaji S u b h a s  Chandra Bosa

In the order dated March 23, 2000, a typographical 

error has crept in paragraph (v)(b) at page 3 of the 

order, in that, instead of 995 files as appearing 

therein, it should be 990 files.

Necessary correetions may, accordingly, be made 

in the order and the appropriate authorities may be 

intimated accordingly. •
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‘B’ Block, (Third Floor)
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta 700 087

J u s tic e  M u k h e r je e  C o m m is s io n  o f  In q u ir y
F o r  I n q u ir y  I n t o  t h e  A l l e g e d  D is a p p e a r a n c e  o f

N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e .

D POST
Phone: 

216-2765-68 & 216-2835 
Fax:

216-2765

No. JMCI/ DO C(F0R)/99-2000/56/45<2) Calcutta, dated, the 2 7 .0 4 .2 0 0 0 ,

From j  Shri P.K. Sengupta , WBHJS (R e td .) ,  
S ecretary

To : sh r i Jayant P rasad , IAS,
J o in t  S e c r e ta r y ,
M in istry  o f  E x tern a l A f f a ir s ,
South Block,
New D elh i-1 1 0  0 0 1 .

S i r ,  _

I am d ir e c te d  to  send herew ith  a copy o f  th e  
l e t t e r  dated 13th A p r i l ,  2000 o f  Sh ri Mainak D e, P ress  
and P u b lic  A ffa ir s  A d v iser , B r it i s h  Deputy High 
Commission, C a lc u tta , addressed to  S r i A n il M ukherjee, 
Deputy Speaker, West Bengal L e g is la t iv e  Assem bly, a lo n g  
w ith  a copy o f  th e  l e t t e r  NO.86/HDS/2000 dated  
1 s t  March, 2000 o f  S h ri A n il M ukherjee, Deputy Speaker, 
L e g is la t iv e  A ssem bly, w est B en gal, addressed  to  
Dr. John M itch in er , Deputy High Com m issioner, B r i t i s h  
Deputy High Commission, C a lc u tta , and to  req u est you 
to  tak e  n ecessa ry  s te p s  to  approach th e  a u th o r ity  
concerned o f  th e  Government o f  U.K. so th a t  th e  f i l e s  
r e fer r ed  to  in  th e  a fo r e sa id  l e t t e r  d a ted  1 3 .0 4 .2 0 0 0  
o f  S h ri De are made a v a ila b le  to  t h i s  Commission e ith efiu  
in  o r ig in a l  or  in  th e  form o f  M icrofilm  or  C a sse tte  
D isc  in  Micro S o f t  O f f ic e  1997 a s  e a r ly  as p o s s ib le .

( P.K. Sengupta ) 
S ecretary



British Deputy  
High Commission 

Calcutta

1, Ho Chi Miiih Satan i 
' Calcutta 700 071

Telephone: 288-3681 '(D) 288-5)72/$ 
E-mail: Mainak.Dc@,caJca(U.aiail.fi:o.yo\ i' 
. Fax: 288-3435

Thank you for your' letter o f 1 March to our Deputy High Commissioner, Dr John 
Mitehmer, regarding: declassified records on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

i had taken up the matter with the India Office Records, Oriental and India Office 
Collections, London. The records that have recently been released (in 1997) are a series 
o f  files which originated in the India Office's Public and Judicial Department in London. 
However, The files (Which number 700) have not been published. The files themselves 
are available for consultation in the Reading Room. The files are public records and are 
open to researched.W ho are required to apply for a Reader's Pass from the British 
Library’s Reader Adhiissiotiy Offiw . 96 Huston Road, Londbn N VV1 2I.5.B.

However, since the files- have not been published the onlyw ay for accessing them will be
- through a personal visit to the India Office Rccord^O rientai and India OfficeTCoIIections 

?h London. ,

Thanking you.

Yours sincerely,

M AINAK DE 
Press & Public A ffairs Adviser

Mr Anil Mukherjee 
Deputy Speaker 
Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta

13 April 2000

Dear Mr Mtiffit&rf ee,



DEPUTY SPEAKER 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

WEST BENGAL 
CALCUTTA

.! The  l r t H « r c ! > t .iP O U

D e a r  ft*1* JS llfeG iiiaar ,

 ̂ your co-operation fo r  providing wo 
Jjiforijjt&fc&v regarding the a v a ila b il ity  ©£ the books r e la t in g  
to &*bk«s Chandra Bcse and h is  I.M.A. frcsn your
Brifciaft'- ?i l  Library*

- £\wrt&er 1 -talked with you through teleph « *  tftat 1 
vfaf.t t i t  rcccr^ /d acm ^ K ts £ x m  your jp.iiaQ.
£*i%sX l lk f r  Mb fc<* j i  s&uafiaa Ch**<*rn SOsw a»d hifc 1*8'.A* duXiJn-j 
the 2»d world w*r jja the South East Asia# far-Eaat and ae*r«- 
fia&fc ■wl>i<pr; your aovemjBent had already d e c la s s if ie d  ac w*#L
record®*- : -

reguea t  you to  a s s i s t  a» o y  providi»g t^ose 
sa id  ^^:4i&gfl£A«td war records ^rera your Gaveraiaent as our 
Go<v9>xwmm$ of India appointed 'ffcird £aquiry ccjRimiaisioa for  
a»quiri-jri§̂ :$*H5© tfeo Rsys'ceriou* disappearance of N eta ji Subhas 
Chandr* fib*® sd*c® 18 tb August, 1945*

Jeittd regards and b e s t  wishes#

Deputy l|i§fc C em i s s i  oaer*
B r*

yours s in cere ly ,

{ Anil Mukherjee )
S r i tiits. High eommiiusicm#
I *  S a r a a i ,
C s lc u t f e * * ? ) ^  y ? i



so

Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV)

HRcT WPIT 
f^$T TfsTRnr, M  ftwfr

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

New Delhi the...................................... 19

Tei.301 1357 
Fax:379 2385

D.O.No.25/4/NGO-(Vo1.V) April 19, 2000

Dear Shri Sengupta,
I am writing this with reference to D.O. 

letter No.I/12014/13/2000-IS( D i l i )  dated April 11, 2000 of 
Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs 
regarding the information sought by the Commission about various 
files/documents pertaining to alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

The records available with the Ministry of External Affairs 
include a copy each of the printed reports of Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee, 1956 and Khosla Commission, 1974. A reference to 
these reports has been made in para IV of the proceedings of 23ra 
March, 2000 of the Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry. The 
details of the Top Secret files on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 
the custody of this Ministry have already been supplied to you 
vide my letter of even number dated 1st March, 2000. Moreover, 
the MEA library located at Patiala House, New Delhi, also has 
volumes VI and VII of the Transfer of Power Series, brought out 
by His Majesty's Stationery Office, London.

Yours sincerely,

(Jayant Prasad)
, Shri P.K. Sengupta, 

y Secretary,
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry,
'B' Block, 3rd Floor,
11/A' , Mirza Ghalib Street,
Calcutta-700 087

2/-



-  2 -

Copy to ;
1. Shri A.K. Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs, 

^  North Block, New Delhi.
2. Shri V.P. Bhatia, Under Secretary IS(D.XV), Ministry of 

Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi.
/3. Shri S.N. Singh, Section Officer, Justice Mukherjee

Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Office), Room No.l?2~B,
North Block, New Delhi.

(Jayant Prasad) 
Joint Secretary(CNV)



S O

Jaya^T^ Prasad 
Joint Secretary(CNV)
Tel.301 1357 
Fax:379 2385

’TTTcT 
faifcr *r5rraw, ^

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

New Delhi the...................................... 19

NO.25/4/NG0 Vol.V April 19, 2000

Dear Shri Sengupta,
I am writing this with reference to D.o. letter 

No.1/12014/13/2000-IS(Dili) dated April 11, 2000 of Shri A.K. 
Paitandy, Director (IS-I), Ministry of Home Affairs regarding the 
information sought by the Commission about various 
files/documents pertaining to alleged disappearance of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose.  ̂ . *

each of the printed reports of Shah Nawaz Khan Committee, 1956 
and Khosla Commission, 1974- are— av«i#afeie-=£ft— ew e— j?eeerrds . A 
reference to these reports has been made in para IV of the 
proceedings of 23rd March, 2000 of ^he^^Tustice Mukherjee 
Commission of Inquiry. The details of'^w.les^on Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose^have already been supplied to yoiwvide my letter of 
even number ciVted 1st March, 2 0 0 0 .

Yours sincerely,

(Jayant Prasad)

fl-c— .

6 f

Shri P.K. Sengupta,
Secretary,
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry,
'B' Block, 3rd Floor,
11/A', Mirza Ghalib Street, TlC<A
Calcutta-700 087 n  I , y

W j u J  ) VhCVOO
Cop. 4 ^ ^  Vi 5 - W ^ .  Si V/lI ^  ^

1. Shri V.P. Bhatia, Under Secretary IS(D.IV), Ministry of ^
Home Affairs, North Block, New Delhi.

2. Shri S.N. Singh, Section Officer, Justice Mukherjee 6~<~4r 
Commission of Inquiry (New Delhi Office), Room No.l72-B, h  ̂M~v r  
North Block, New Delhi.
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too 0
MOST IMMEDIATE/TIME BOUND 

DO No♦1/12014/13/2000-IS ( D . I I I )

A.K. PAITANDY 
DIRECTOR (IS-I) f y f ' *

HI *PfT5W 
m e r  o v m  

nri « t p f ,  ni fs??ft-i 10001 
m in is t r y  of h o m e  a f f a ir s

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI 110001

Dated the 11th April, 2000

As you 
by Justice M K 
Court of India,

are aware 
Mukhe rjee, 
is inquiring into 

of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
at Calcutta (the headquarters of 
March, 2000 the Commission

a Commission of Inquiry headed 
a retired Judge of the Supreme

the alleged disappearance 
In its first sitting held 
the Commission), on 23rd 

has issued certain
reco rd o f 
for ready

Orders/Directions as contained in the 
proceedings, a copy of which is enclosed 
reference. It will be seen that these Orders/Directions 
are to be complied with by the concerned Ministries of the 
Government of India within six weeks of the communication 
of the same.

2. As the matter is very sensitive and important, it 
is essential that the requirements are handled and 
coordinated on extremely urgent basis so that there is no 
delay in extending help to the Commission. I shall, 
therefore, be grateful if you please look into the matter 
immediately and personally and let us have the factual 
information latest 20-4-2000 as to whether any 
records/files pertaining to Netaji/INA, with particular 
reference to the files/documents mentioned in the various 
directions of the Commission, are available in your 
Deptt/Organisation.

3. In case the position is in affirmative, the 
files/documents etc. will need to be kept in readiness and 
intimation regarding the same is to be conveyed to the 
Secretary of the Commission in the following address:-

Shri P K Sengupta,
Secretary,
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry,
'B' Block, 3rd Floor,
11/A, Mirza Ghalib Street,
Calcutta- 700 087

Telephone Nos:- 033- 2162765/68
2162835

FAX No. 033-2162765

Co n i d . .. 2 / -



A copy of the intimation may also please be made 
available to us in the following address:-

(a) Shri V P Bhatia,
Under Secretary IS(D.IV),
Ministry of Home Affairs 
North Block,
New Delhi
Telephone No.301 5700
FAX Nos. 011-301 7763/301 5750

(b) Shri S.N. Singh 
Section Officer
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
(New Delhi Office)
Room No.l72-B,
North Block,
New Delhi
Telephone No.301 6634

4. It may please be noted that the names of different
Nodal Officers of the concerned Ministries (as shown below) 
have been communicated to the Commission on the basis of 
the requirement of the Commission and the consent of the 
Ministries. It will be the responsi bi 1 i ty of these Nodal 
Officers to interact with the Commission after obtaining 
necessary feed-back/input/orders etc. from the Competent 
authorities of their respective Ministries. The Secretary 
of the Commission is also being informed accordingly

S 1.No . Name of the 
Minist ry

Name § Designation 
of the Officer

Tele. No.

1. Minist ry of 
Ext ernal 
Af fai rs

Shri Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary 
South Block,
New Delhi-110 011

301 1357

2. Ministry of
Human
Resource
Development
(Deptt. of
Culture)

Dr.Sukumar Sarkar 
Director General, 
National Archives 
Janpath, New Delhi

3383436

FAX No. 
0091-11-3384127

3. Minist ry of 
Defence

Shri G.B. Singh 
Director(History) 
Division, 3/West 
Block-8, Wing-I 
R.K. Puram,
New Delhi

610 2067

C o n t d . . . 3 / -
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5. This may kindly be accorded top priority.

With kind regards,

Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block,
New Delhi

Yourp sincerely.

it . u > 1 
(A,K. PAITANDY)



, Proceeding?dated 23rd March, 2000.
Present - Hon'ble Justice M.K. Mukherjee,

Chai rman.

After examining the statements filed by the 
parties and after hearing them and/or their ,
representatives regarding the modalities of the^ i
proceedings, the Commission makes the following .
Orders/Directions
. (a) The Government of India shall produce j

before the Commission, within six weeks j
from the date of communication of these 
Orders/Directiona, the following . ji

(i) All files relating to Netaji Subhas 
~~Chandra Bose and/or I.N.A. in the..

Minister 's Secretariat jj
‘ including the following Secret 

files
• ' * I ,

1A, 2-A, 3-A, 6-A, 8-A, 12-A, 16-A (U.O. Note 
No. D/S-86 6, dated August '24, 1953, from P.M.'s 
Secretariat to Mohd„ Yunus, MEA (SEA, BR), 17-A 
(U.O, Note NoQ D.3788-8EA/53, dated August 27, 1953, 
from Mohd. Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to P.M. 's Secretariat,
27—A , (Memo No. 2/53/1971/3/601 151) dated 
October 13, 1953^ from Mohd. Yunus US, MEA (SEA) to 
P.M.'s Secretariat, 33-B (Letter No .20/62 (Accts,)
dated April 82 (sic), 1954, from the'Joint Secretary, I!% . |
I.N.A. (Enquiry and Relief Committee, 82, Daryaganj, !■ 
Delhi to the President, 34 A (Rajya Sabha's Starred 
question No,, 60 dated Sept0 28, 1954) „ 35-B (Note | .

* 'for Supplementaries) 37-A (Lok Sabha Starred Question J 
No«334 dated August 2, 1955) 37-BCD (enclosures to
S. No. 37-A) and Notes 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19,
23, 24, 250 26 and 29 File No. 23 (156)/ 51-P.M.
(Indian National Army) (INA) in the Far East),
23 (11)-56-57 PM (INA Treasure), 12(226)/56 PM 
(Investigation into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Subhas' Chandra Bose); 249 INA-GHQ Case 
Bose and Russia, 249-INA- IX(H) GHQ Case on Subhas 
Chandra Bose3 Headquarters main file 279/1 INA j
10 Misc„p- Headquarters main file 273 INA (Misc. INA), ! 
Headquarters main file 273/INA, Headquarters Main 
file 273-INA, 138—INA and 265 INA; 10 Misc.,INA;

J u s t ic e  M u k h e r c I6 e C o m m is s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of •

Netd/l Subhas Chandra Bose

c o n td o . .Po2*



(ii) File No«16/3/45—Poll, (i) containing Secret 
Report dated 19.09.45 by R. Tottenham, Secretary 
prepared for Home Department; file No.75/lNA 
containing intelligence report prepared by Major 
Toye, Comd. S, Section CSDlC(i) dated .20.10.45;
F. No. 8/18/46-Poll. (i) containing question No. 28 
of Hon'ble Yuvaraj Dutta Singh in the Council of 
State and the answer given; file No.8/l5/46-Poll.
(i) relating to question No014 dated 6,11.46 o f • 
Yuvaraj Dutta Singh; File No„8/2/47 - Poll.
(i) relating to Yuvaraj Dutta Singh's questions 
placed in the list of business for the Council of 
State on 17.2.47;

(iii) Report bearing Secret No.1400/23/SE, CSDIC. 
Red Fort, Delhi dated 25th March, 1946; Netaji's 
letter Eo Jacob Malik, Soviet Ambassador, Tokyo 
dated 20.11.1944. Netaji's broadcast at 21.15 hrs. 
to 21.25 hrs., Special Message on 18.8.45; Confi
dential letter dated 23,5.46 from American Consulate 
Guard, Bombay dated 23.5.46 to the Secretary of 
State, Washington D.C.. A~175(a de-classified C.I.A. 
document (original stated to be in the Archives of 
Princeton University); a de-classified C.I.A. 
document dated 27.2.64 relating to a story concerning 
the possible return of one Subhas (Subas) Chandra 
Bose; API news agency's report attached to intelli
gence report for the Home Department dated 2 1 0 1 2 . 4 5 ;  

Secret No. ll/lNC/45 dated 1 6 0 l o 4 6  from the
Dy„ Inspector Genl. of Police, CIS, Bombay Province, 
Sivajinagar, Pune-5; Lt„ Col. Anderson's confidential 
letter No.MS/5/5, CSDIC Red Fort Delhi dated 21.1.46 
referring to a portion of Major Toye's report 
dt. 15.1.46; Daily INA Report No,56 dated 5.2.46 
prepared by W.N.P. Jenkins, Dy. Director (C) of 
Intelligence Bureau (Home Dept,); VI. Mckwright's 
letter No, C-5 dated 19.2,46 to Intelligence Bureau,
H.D., New Delhi-3; Major Yong's Top Secret letter 
No.SL/9/CS/l dated 1.8.46 to W.C.K. Wright;
Pt. Nehru's letter to M r 0 Atlee, the then Prime 
Minister of U.K. during 45 to 47 relating to Subhas 
Chandra Bose; Khurshed Naoroji's letter d t ,  27.7.46 
to Louis F isch er , s e c r e t  correspondence between

J u s t i c e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s io n  o f  I n q u i r y

To inquire into the alleged disappearance of
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Mckwrlght and Major .Young dt, April 8, 1946 relating 
to receipt of a letter by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru • 
from Subhas Ch. Bose regarding his stay in Russia; 
and correspondences between Louis Fischer and Gandhiji, 
Louis.Fischer and Khurshed Naorojfli, Loub Fischer and 
the President of USA, Louis Fischer and the Prime 
Minister of UK and other political leaders of U.K. 
in relation to Netaji and India's independence, •
Louis Fischer to Stalin;

(iv) The entire proceedings (including the. evidence
recorded) of Shaw Nawaz Committee and Khosla Commission--- - held -----t - ------- ----- --------------- --------- ~r~“
which had/earlier enquiries into the disappearance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; ■

(v) The full texts of the Transfer of Power,
Volumes VI & VII;

(b) Besides filing the above files/records/ 
documents, the Government of India shall 
file Affidavits of' competent persons of 
the related Ministries giving lists of 
all other files/records/documents, irres
pective of whether they are Top Secret, 
Classified or De-classified^(except the 
995 files transferred by the History Divn0, 
Ministry of Defence to the National 
Archives, Delhi, a list of which has 
already been furnished to the Commission) 
lying in their respective custody or 
control relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and/or Indian National Army;

(c) The Government of West Bengal shall produce 
all the files relating to Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose now lying in the custody of 
the Special Branch, including file 
No„269/45 "Prisoner/Releqse-Revised Policy 
of Govt.# for the release of security 
prisoners" containing Memo No„SS 129/SB 
dated 31st August, 1945 from the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta to H.S.E,

. Stevens, the then Chief Secretary, Govt,
of Bengal, express letter No*1234 dated 
25c8045 of Bengal Govt0 and Confidential 
Note dated 309„45 of D„R» Hardwick, ' ,
D.I.G. I.B.; .

J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s i o n  o f  I n q u i r y
To inquire into the alleged disappearance of

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

c o n t d o . . P . 4 „



(d) Since, from the statement filed on behalf 
of All India Forward Bloc it appears that 
Dr0 (Mrs.) Purabi Roy of Asiatic Society
has done along with some others an extensive . 
research work in Russia including on Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and has submitted their 
report to the Society  ̂ 'the Commission would 
like to have an affidavit filed by Mrs0 Purabi 
Roy indicating the particulars of the 
documents which might have come to her notice 
in course of her research and considered by 

, her to be relevant for the purpose of the 
enquiry by this Commission as early as 
possible preferably within six weeks from 
the communication of these Orders/Directions#

The General Secretary of the said 
Society, is also requested to forward to the 
Commission the aforesaid report along with 
its enclosures within the period prescribed 
as aboveo

(e) After the files are produced and/or particulars 
furnished by the Central Government in terms
of the above orders/directions, a research 
team 'will be constituted to peruse those 
files and submit its report about the relevant 
contents thereof# The parties may suggest 
names of competent persons, preferably 
stationed in Delhi, who may be included in 
the team to be so constituted; and

(f) Having regard to the facts that the evidence 
of Major G, Baskaran, who in his statement 
has claimed that he worked as Confidential 
Secretary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, at 
the material time, will be relevant for the 
enquiry and that he is aged 82 years, has 
lost his vision and is seriously ailing, 
immediate steps be taken to record his 
statement at his residence at No, 9, Royal 
Enclave, Bas&’t Avenue, Chennai notw ithstanding  
the fact that the evidence, if any, to be

J u s t ic e  M u k h e r j e e  C o m m is s i o n  o f  In q u i r y
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

produced by the Central Government is 
yet to be recorded<>

The Secretary of the Commission is directed 
to take immediate steps for compliance with the 
above 0rder/Directionso

(M.K. Mukherjee) 
Chairman



Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry Phonei
for inquiry into the alleged disappearance of 

i p  , wy Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
-  , C Block (3rd floor) 033-216-2765

11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcuua-700 087
f \  *\2a....Records/N* Delhi/99-2000/73~112 . . .  i m o  .mnn

N o.JM C IA ................................... - W " 1 / _ Calcutta, dated, the

From : Shri P*K« Sengupta, WBHJS (Retd.)
Secretary

" To : Shri Jayant Prasad,
Joint Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,
South Block,
New Delhi-110 Oil.

> - 0 ;  I* *  7'^
Kindly refer to my D,0. letter No.JMCl/Doc/54- 

093(4)/2000 dated the 8th February, 2000 wherein a 
list of files of the Ministry of External Affairs 
relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 

' Bose in 1945 and subsequent development therewith 
as also some particulars regarding those files were 

. ^ J  solicited* A copy of my said D#0, letter is enclosed 
^  ready reference*

1 have been directed to request you to kindly 
expedite your reply#

Yours sincerely

V *  ' l

( P M • Sengupta) 
Secretary

A y
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Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 

Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102
Phone: (03) 3265-5036 

Fax : (03) 3262-2301

No. F.5(l)NGO-I

t o p ^ ^ £ e t

March 8, 1999

Dear I W w ,

There has been no response to my Top Secret letter of even 
I number dated September 11, 1998, regarding Netaji. I would 

appreciate guidance in the matter.

W r f *

I f

[Yours sincerely,

^ c U \ 0 \T ^

(Siddharth Singh)

rA
Shri K. Raghunath,
Foreign Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI.
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\ Embassy of India 
4.-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 

Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102
Phone : (03) 3265-5036 

^  Fax : (03) 3262-2301

September 11, 1998

D ear

For some time now, the Japanese Government has been asking us to take back the 
ashes o f  Netaji which have so far been kept in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. This m atter was 
last raised w hen Foreign M inister Ikeda visited India in July 1997. The problem has been 
the absence o f  consensus, specially amongst the family, that the ashes in Japan actually 
belong to Netaji. For a long time, the veracity o f  the reported death o f N etaji in Formosa 
was questioned; contrasting reports that Netaji had been spotted in different countries 
simply added to the confusion. Now, even for the sake o f argument if  it is held that 
N etaji was not involved in the plane crash, it could be generally accepted that on the age 
factor alone he would most likely be dead. But those who have argued that Netaji was 
not killed in the plane crash would expectedly maintain that the ashes in Renkoji Temple 
do not belong to Netaji. It boils down to the minimum requirement that the living 
members o f  N etaji’s family should be prepared to accept the ashes. W e are not sure o f 
the latest thinking amongst the family, but till recently differences remained. Two 
Enquiry Commissions, whose findings were accepted by the Government, failed to 
satisfy an im portant section about the fate o f Netaji. 1 find that in the last session of 
Parliament, Government declined a request for yet another Enquiry Comm ission to look 
into the matter. This shows that the controversy has not yet abated.

So far, all attention has been focussed only on the one urn, kept in Renkoji 
Temple, that is supposed to contain the ashes o f Netaji. W e now understand from Mr. A. 
M urthy o f Ajanta Restaurant in Tokyo that there may be another urn, containing part of 
the ashes o f  Netaji, which has been in the custody o f his family since 1945. He wants to 
hand over this urn to GOI and has also suggested that his aged mother, not in good 
health, be enabled to convey some personal recollections o f  the events o f  1945 related to 
N etaji’s ashes and the so-called INA treasure. Jaishankar has looked into the files in the 
Em bassy and set down the position in the enclosed note.

I would be grateful for advice on how we should proceed in the matter. If  it is felt 
that the urn should be taken over from the M urthy family, and the old lady be allowed to 
recall her memories, I think this would best be undertaken by someone from Delhi, 
perhaps from MHA since the setting up o f the two Enquiry Comm issions and the 
exam ination o f their reports m ust have been handled by them. The question o f  w hat to 
do with the second urn also needs careful consideration. Before any action is taken, it 
may be useful to examine the Enquiry Com m ission’s reports to see w hether any 
reference is available about the second urn. I shall aw ait further instructions.

(Siddharth Singh)
Shri K. Raghunath,
Foreign Secretary,
M inistry o f External Affairs, 
N ew  Delhi.
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO

T O P S^feR E T

Mr.A.Murthy of Ajanta Restaurant mentioned to me in passing that 
his family had in custody an urn (porcelain jar?) containing Netaji’s 
ashes. He indicated that these ashes were left with them by his uncle, 
Mr.Ramamurthy, a close associate o f  Netaji, and the ex-Chairman of 
Indian Independence League in Japan. According to him, while the main 
ashes were taken to Renkoji temple, there was some concern that the 
Occupation Forces may confiscate it. Therefore, Netaji’s associates 
thought it prudent to retain some part o f the ashes elsewhere and these 
ashes have remained in his family custody since 1945.

2. Mr.Murthy also claimed that he mentioned the matter orally from 
time to time to the Embassy, though he was not very clear about the 
details. He was now concerned about the responsibility o f retaining 
these ashes, which were in his m other’s house, and wanted the Embassy 
to take them over.

3. I had discussed this matter with Ambassador who directed that our 
papers regarding Netaji be examined to see if  any light could be shed on 
the above-mentioned matter.

iV
4. Having gone through the files, I find that there is no previous 
reference to,or even an indirect indication of, the existence o f Netaji’s 
ashes other than those kept at Renkoji temple. However, I do find that 
Mr.A.Murthy’s father, Mr.J.Murthy ,was a witness at the Netaji Enquiry 
Commission o f 1970 which was conducted by Justice G.D.Khosla. 
Another relevant reference is the testimony o f Mr.S. A.Ayer, a member o f 
the INA Provisional G overnm ent which was presented to Parliament in 
March 1952. That testimony refers to the ashes of Netaji being handed 
over to Mr.Ramamurthy and Mr. Ayer by the Japanese military authorities 
and then being taken to Mr.Ramamurthy’s house. It was only thereafter 
that the ashes were taken to Renkoji temple.

5. From the files, it may be noted that GOI has always shown 
considerable caution in regard to officially taking over N etaji’s ashes. 
This is presumably dictated by the consideration that taking over o f his 
ashes could cause more controversy. This is a factor to be taken into 
account in examining Mr.Murthy’s request.

1
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6. Mr.A.Murthy also mentioned that his mother has some personal 
recollection of the events in 1945 related to Netaji’s ashes and the so- 
called INA treasure. Mr.Ramamurthy, incidentally,appears to be one of 
the central figures in the long controversy related to the fate o f valuables 
which were reportedly in Netaji’s possession at the time of the air crash. 
She was not in very good health and would like her recollection of these 
events recorded by«representative o f the Embassy.

7. I have advised Mr.Murthy that we will revert to him on the above 
matters in due course.

Ambassador may kindly see.

(
. W

^ ia ish a p k s tr  ) 
Dy.Chief ofM ission

11.09.1998

Ambassador

2
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Most Immediate 
Parliament Question

No.I/13013/43/2000-IS(D.III) 
Government of India 

Ministry of Home Affairs
*****

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Rajya Sabha Provisional Std. Qn.Dy.No.S000359 
for 1.3.2000 by Shri P. Prabhakar Reddy M.P 
on 'Enquiry Commission of Netaji.

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a 
copy of Rajya Sabha Question mentioned on the above subject 
and to request that the requisite information in so far as 
the same relates to your Ministry/Deptt./may be furnished 
to this Ministry immediately. Necessary information for 
possible supplementaries may also please be sent.

^  (V.P. Bhatia)
Under Secretary to the Govt, of India. 

V-2rf Ministry of External AffairsQSh. Jayant Prasad, (JS)J 
South Block New Delhi.

2. Ministry of DefenceCsh. G.B. Singh Director(History 
Divn.)7 3/West Block-8 wing-I R.K. Puram, New

Delhi.
3. Deptt. of Culture\_Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, DG, National 

ArchiveJ, Janpath New Delhi.
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PROVISIONAL ADMITTED QUESTION FOR THE 
RA JYA SABHA

NIC-RS

Or der of 
Preference :

Starred/Unstarred Diary No. SOO0359
The question will be put down for 0I/03/Z000
answer on the Ministry/Department HOME AFFAIRS 
adressed by the Member(s)

Enquiry commission on Netaji

fs * SHRI P. PRABHAKAR REDDYs Will the
Minister of Howe Affairs be pleased to state-.
(a) whether it is a fact that the Central Government has set up a 
commission of inauiry under the commission of inquiring Act, 1952 to 
unravel the mystery behind Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose disappearance 
from the country;
(b) if so, the details thereof including the composition of the 
commission, its terms of reference and Its tenure etc;
(c) whether the Commission will the given full liberty to call for 
papers and witness from all over India and abroad and if not, the reasons 
therefor; and
(d) by when the committee is likely to submit its report?
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Ministry of External Affairs r
CNV Division  ̂ '

■' ' . . ^  ■; v , ■' ' J *  \ 3 ^ 8
Subject: Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy.No.001198 dated 9.2.2000 

regarding declassification o f files relating to Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, Azad Hind Government and INA etc.

Reference MHA U.O. 1301^/2 l/2000-IS(D.III) dated 17.2.2000 on the Question 
mentioned above. Material in respect of the question is as follows:

i f
(a) None of.the files held in the custody o f the Ministry of External Affairs relating to , 

the alleged disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose have been declassified.
The most important of these files are currently held in the custody of the NGO 
Section o f the Ministry of External Affairs. A listing o f these files, including their 
number, the nature and subject o f the files and their classification is attached for 
the information of the Ministry of Home Affairs (details may not be divulged at -

1 this stage). .
' a# >4 \ ft • & llpp -r 1 4 10(3 & Ih&siL" ' ■ * I*
(b) Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from.the Russian 

Government whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with 
them. In response we were informed by the Russian Ministry o f Foreign Affairs 
on January 8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican 
Archives, no information whatsoever is available on the stay of former President 
of the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that “as a result of 
the investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents on Modem History, no information whatsoever has come to light on 
the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation of Historical 
Documental Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra 
Bose”.

2. Government o f India has made several efforts, over the years, for retrieving any 
available information in the possession of other countries on the Netaji’s alleged 
disappearance, but without any success.

Ministry of Home Affairs. (Shri M.S. Zuha. Desk Officer'). New Delhi 
MEA U.O. No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V dated March 1, 2000
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* * * * *
DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE

S,No, File No. Subject Classification
1. 25/4/NGO -Vol. I (i)Taking over of the properties of 

INA in Japan
(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes

TOP SECRET

2 25/4/NGO -Vol. U 
(LW -K W )

(i)Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple.
(ii)Participation in the memorial 
service
(iii)Establishment of an enquiry 
committee to enquire into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
of Netaji.

TOP SECRET

3. 25/4/NGO -Vol. Ill 
(LW- Annx.)

Ashes of Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple
INA treasure and a printed report 
of Khosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj.

TOP SECRET

4. 25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW-1)

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

5. 25/4/NGO -Vol. V 
(LW -  KW~1 & 11)

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

6. 25/13/NGO -  52 
(LW -K W )

Subhash Chandra Bose -  
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhnsh Chandra, (ii) Question in 
the House of the people on this 
subject.

TOP SECRET

7. 25/14/NGO- 52 Misc. correspondence perporting 
to throw light on the whereabouts 
of Netaji

TOP SECRET

8. 25/15/NGO- 52 Allegations about the 
misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo

TOP SECRET

9. 25/16/NGO-53 Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 
investigate into the whereabouts of 
the funds left by Netaji and his 
A7ad 1 lind Government

TOP SECRET



Jayant Prasad 
Joint Secretary (CNV) 
Tel. No. 301 1357 
Fax No. 379 2285

MfNISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
NEW DELHI

No.25/4/NGO-Vol.V March 1,2000

V - O j c  9 ^ - c ^ W  ,

1 am writing apropos your letter No.JMCI/DOC/54-093*/ (4)/2000 of 
February 8, 2000 regarding particulars to be furnished in respect of records 
relating to the alleged disappearance o f  Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

2. Information in respect of files in the custody o f the Ministry o f External 
Affairs are attached indicating the number o f the file, the nature and subject of 
the file and their classification.

3. These files are currently held in the custody o f the NGO Section of the 
Ministry o f External Affairs and the authority to be approached in order to obtain 
the files for the purpose of the inquiry o f the Commission is the Foreign 
Secretary o f India. Any proposal in this regard may be addressed to the 
undersigned in his capacity as MEA's nodal officer for interaction with the 
Commission o f Inquiry.

4. Government o f India has made several efforts, over the years for 
retrieving any available information in the possession o f other countries on 
Netaji's alleged disappearance, but without any success. For instance, attempts 
have been made at the official level to find out from the Russian Government 
whether there were documents pertaining to Netaji available with them. In 
response we were informed by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
January 8, 1992 that “according to the data in the Central and Republican 
Archives, no information whatsoever is available on the stay o f former President 
o f  the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and in subsequent years” . Thereafter, on September 27, 1995, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation informed that “as a result 
o f the investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection o f the Federal 
Security Service of Russia and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents on Modern History, no information whatsoever has come to light on 
the stay o f Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory o f the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service o f the Russian Federation 
informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for Preservation o f Historical 
Documental Collection does not have any information on Subhash Chandra 
Bose”.



5. As for particulars of publications on related facts and circumstances and 
subsequent developments, some o f the MEA files do include press clippings and 
media reports on the subject that have appeared in recent years in certain foreign 
countries.

\K K V  b e j t l  't
Yours sincerely,

Shri P.K.. Sengupta 
Secretary
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry 
C-Block, 3rd floor 
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street 
Calcutta 700087 y ^ \t
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DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE

i :noT File ^ o . S ubject C lassification
i. 25/4/NGO -Vol. I (i)Taking over of the properties of 

INA in lapan
(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes

TOP SECRET

2 25/4/NGO -Vol. II 
(LW -  KW)

(i)Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple.
(ii)Participation in the memorial 
service
(iii)Estabhshment of an enquiry 
committee to enquire into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
of Netaji.

TOP SECRET

3. 25/4/NGO -Vol. Ill 
(LW- Annx.)

Ashes o f Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple
INA treasure and a printed report 
of Khosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj.

TOP SECRET

4. 25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW'I)

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

5. 25/4/NGO-Vol V 
(LW -  KW-1 & II)

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

6. 25/13/NGO -  52 
(LW -  KW)

Subhash Chandra Bose -  
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhash Chandra, (ii) Question in 
the House of the people on this 
subject.

TOP SECRET

7. 25/14/NGO- 52 Misc. correspondence perporting 
to throw light on the whereabouts 
of Netaji

TOP SECRET

8. 25/15/NGO- 52 Allegations about the 
misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo

TOP SECRET

9. 25/16/NGO-53 Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 
investigate into the whereabouts of 
the funds left by Netaji and his 
Azad Hind Government

TOP SECRET
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION

))9b,

oO

• t r t

No.f^ e/JS(E£)/2000 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(EUROPE EAST DIVISION)

Reference Rajya Sabha Question Dy .No.001467 from Shri Joyanta Roy, 
Hon’ble Member of Parliament.

2. The facts pertaining to Part (b) of this question are as follows: 
i

Attempts have been made at the official level to find out from the 
Russian Government whether there were documents pertaining to 
Netaji available with them. In response we were informed by the 
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January 8, 1992 that “according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of former President of the Indian 
National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union 
in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Thereafter, on September 27, 
1995, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation 
informed that “as a result of the investigations carried out at the Central 

\ /  Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia and the 
Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents on Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of 
Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 
and in subsequent years”. The State Archive Service of the Russian 
Federation informed on August 4, 1997 that “the Centre for 
Preservation of Historical Documental Collection does not have any 
information on Subhash Chandra Bose”.

3. As discussed with Joint Secretary(CNV) today, he may like to take charge 
of this Question. As further discussed, Part (a) of the Question has a wider 
sweep.

4. The note from the MHA and the PQ are returned herewith.

<T '
(IWG3naffetRft 

Joint Seeretary^EE) 
February 28/2000

Joint Secretary (CNV)
5 °



MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
IS(D.Ill) DESK

* *  *

Subject:Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy. No. 001198 
dated 9.2.2000 regarding declassification of files 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,Azad Hind 
Govt, and INA etc.

The above Questions reads as under:-

1. How many files relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose/ Azad Hind Govt and I.N.A. are yet to ba 
declassfied.?

2.Whether Govt, has any knowledge about a few files 
relating to Netaji and I.N.A. as kept in the 
President's and K.G.B. archives of erstwhile 
Soviet Russia.

2. Para-wise comments on the above Question alongwith
Material for Suplementar ies may kindly be sent to this 
Ministry by return FAX.

(M.S. ZUHA) 
DESK OFFICER

1.Min. of External Affairs (Shri Jayant Prasad,JS (C&V), 
South Block, Naw Delhi.

2 .Min. of Defence (Shri G.B. Singh, Director,(History 
Division), 3 West Block- VIII Wing-^R.K. Puram, N. Delhi.

3.Deptt. of Culture (Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, DG), National 
Archives, Janpath

MHA U O "No I1 /13013 /21 /20 00-IS(D .III) dated 2 3.2 .2000
V \ \ >



NO. 13013/31/2000-IS(D .Ill) 
GOVT. OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi, Dated :17-2 .2000

V_.

Subject: Rajya Sabha Notice for Oral Question Dy. No. 001198 
dated 9.2.2000 regarding declassification of files 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose/Azad Hind 
Govt, and INA etc.

*  * *

The undersigned is directed to enclose herewith a copy 
of Rajya Sabha 'Not ice No. 001198 dated 9.2.2000 on the 
subject noted above.

2. As the matter relating to declassification of files
regarding Netaji Subhas Chanda Bose/ Azad Hind Govt, and INA 
and knowledge about the documents kept in the President's and 
K.G.B. archieves of erstwhile Soviet Russia are the concern 
of Ministry of External Affairs/ they may take over the 
notice for making appropriate reply in the Rajya Sabha if it 
is admitted. Acceptance of transfer of this Question may 
kindly be intimated so that Rajya Sabha Sectt. is aprised of 
the factual position.

(A.
DI

V U - T
. PAITANDx) 
CTOR(IS-I)

M.E.A. (Shri Jayant Prasad J t . Secy.(C&V), South Block N. tXelhi, 

MHA Uo No. 13013/ ii /2000-IS(D . III) dated" 15.2'.'2000

J -

i y '
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I RAJYA SABHA / Wfi 
QUESTION FOR ORAL ANSWER

' ' : ' ^  ftp* t t r  '
: . ... " . ■ .

QUESTION BRANCH
S. Q. Dy. No.

. Date ......

. Place /  TCR
•Date/ f^ k r Cj (l_Jo a

?..•., :a S.\ New D elhi/ TTO w n. ft?c§h . /

: • - m. •-‘ ::~/-'t^n, .' * ' ■ ” ’’ ^  C .. ■ ..■ '■.■ '  - ' . .•' ■ ’/■■ ■'.’•■

Vr.t'er -!c 39 o f  the R ules o f  Procedure and Conduct o f  Business, I g ive notice o f  the fo llow in g  Q uestions 
v ~ " i  ■ ' ^f^rr^T ^  39 ^  A ' .fa*=Tfcir<sr<T sfrt ^<n K
. . ■■ . . / ^m............ ..................................................... g?l ftpn^n>i ' . ” ■

Yours Faithfully /

L_ —£r"/2
1 ,

Division No. /  t iff*.
y Member / 'W-=i

-rer.ee / jj|z<!»i4>oi ri>H
’ :: . ;iristcr o f .....................................................................................be pleased to state :

....................................................................«RIH “tm tpiM f̂ T:

J ) jrz^l J-ist'-? yh fL o^  ^

A 'A ^ -J i ^ v f -  ^  s .  tv.a  °̂ A-< ^
ci*~ C  I a jfc ji< ~ x  ? _ ,

f%j I £—A—o 6ŵ -*y I^VL^vy, &-~0r~'CA-“—f" • ^L.

, —'C~'-y <c*—£.1, NV,̂  .\

^V-cAiX:—f-Jj *^.-*3 a ^ c J -i
- O J ,  J a v ,u J -  j U w ^ f '  ’ ' "'

(P.T.O./55«5 a3 ’)



a  .« !
Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry

for inquiry into ihe alleged disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas C handra Bose

‘C ’ Block (3rd floor)
11/A Mirza Ghalib Street, Calcutta-700 087

m

D.O, No. JMC1 /. D.o c/5.4. -Q .9.3..(.4.) / 2 0 0 0 

Dear J y \' ,

FromjShri P.K. Sengupta,
WBHJS

Secretary.

Phone No.216-2767 
Fax No. 216-2765

Calcutta, dated, the ..Bfch,Feb.,.,.2 0 0 0  ,

Enclosed please find a copy of the letter no.F.no.1/12014/4/3/ 
99—IS(D.Ill) dated 1.2.2000 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt, of 
India, on the subject "Records relating to the alleged disapoearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose". The letter speaks for itself.

I am now directed to request you to kindly furnish the 
Commission with a list of files relating to the disapoearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments 
therewith. These files are considered by the Commission to be very 
relevant and vital to the matters referred to the Commission for 
Inquiry.

The following particulars may kindly be furnished in respect 
of the files

i) No. of the file, 
ii) Nature of the file, 

iii) Subject of the file, 
iv) Present state of the file.
v) Present custody of the file, 

vi) Authority to be approached in order to get the file for 
the purpose of the Inquiry of the Commission, 

vii) If any of the relevant files is in the possession or 
under the control of the Government of any foreign 
(country or countries, what are the steps to be taken to 

n ’ [[ensure production of the files before the Commission.
viii) Particulars of publications relating to any of the facts 

»and circumstances relating to the disappearance of
I Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent 
developments therewith.

Considering the imoortance and urgency of the matter, I am 
directed to request you to kindly furnish the information asked for 
as early as possible.

With ,

BnclorAs stated. Yours ?

( P. K. Stengupta )

To
S h r i  J a y a n t  P ra sa d ,
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y ,  ^
M i n i s t r y  o f  E x te rn a l  A f f a i r s ,  
South Block,
New Delhi—110 011-
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MOST IMMEDIATE

3017763

r .  Ho.  I / 1 2 0 1 4 / 3 / 9 9 - I S ( D . I l l )
Government  o f  I n d i a  

M i n i s t r y  o f  Home A f f a i r e  .* » • *
New D e l h i > l a t  F eb ru a ry *  2 0 0 0

To,
S h r i  P .K.  S en gup ta*
S e c r e t a r y *  J u s t i c e  M u k he rj ee  C om m is s io n  o f  
I n q u i  ry
C a l c u t t a . ( Fax Wo. 0 3 3 - 2 1 6 2 7 6 5 )

S u b j e c t ! - R e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  
o £  N e t a j i  S ub has h  Chandra B o s e .

S i r ,

D u r in g  h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Union  Home S e c r e t a r y  
on 2f lth J a n u a r y * 2 0 0 0  a t  1 2 . 3 0  Noon H o n ' b l e  Chairman  
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e c o r d s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  N e t a j i  Subhash  
Chandra  B o s e ,  I t  was e x p a l i n e d  t o  H o n ' b l e  Chairman t h a t  
t h e  i s s u e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t a k e n  up  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r i e s  
o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  D e f e n c e  and Human R e s o u r c e  
D ev e lo p m n t  ( D e p t t .  o f  C u l t u r e )  and t h e s e  M i n i s t r i e s  h a v e  
n o m i n a t e d  an O f f i c e r  ea c h  a s  a Nodal  O f f i c e r  who maybe  
c o n t a c e d  by t h e  C o m m is s io n  f o r  any i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  r e c o r d s  o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t h e r e t o ,

2 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  from t h e s e
M i n i s t r i e s *  t h e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  No da l  O f f i c e r s  a r e  a s  
u n d e n -

SI .No . Name o f  t h e  
M i n i s t r y

Name 6 d e s i g n a t i o n  
o f  t h e  O f f i c e r

T e l .  No.

1.

2 .

3.

M i n i s t r y  o f
E x t e r n a l
A f f a i r a

S h r i  J a y a n t  P ra sa d  
J o i n t  S e c r e t a r y  
S o u t h  Block *
New D e l h i *  110011

3011357

Min is t ry  o f  Dr. Sukumar Sarkar* 3383436 
Human Resource D i r e c to r  General* 
Development(Deptt ,  Nat iona l  Arch ives  Fax .  No. 
o t Cu l ture )  Janpath* New Delhi  0091-11-

• 3384127 <■ /
11

M i n i s t r y  o f  
D e f e n c e

/ S h r i  G.B .  S i n g h  610  2067 
D l r e c t o r ( H l s t o r y  
D i v i s i o n *  3 /W e s t  
B lo ck -B »  W i n g - I *
R. K.  Puram, New 
D e l h i .  '

3 . I t  Is requested th a t  any requirem ent r e la t in g  to
records having a bea r in g  on d i f f e r e n t  aspects of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose  may be routed through thee]# 
o f f i c e r s .  -

Xours  f a i t h f u l l y *

[pO £L
(V .P .  B ha t la ) ; 

Under Secre tary  to the Govt,  o f  Ind ia  '



SANGITA GAIROLA

TT^RT ^frTcT
JOINT SECRETARY /IS-I 

Tel. 301 5736

Dear a Xh j

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
■jjf w ra w

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

NORTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI.
Date : 16.08.1999

P .O . N o . i /1 2 0 1 4 /3 /9 9 - IS (D . I I I )

Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No. 25/4/NGO- Vol.V 
dated 09.06.1999 seeking clarification about the type of 
documents Justice Mukherjee Commission of Inquiry would 
need to see.

2. This Ministry would shortly inform the Commission 
about the name, designation and telephone nos. of Nodal 
Officers in the Ministry o f External Affairs, Ministry of 
Defence and Deptt. of Culture. Whenever the Commission 
decides to call for certain files/documents, a decision has to be 
taken by the concerned administrative Ministry as to what 
safeguards should be taken by the Commission with a view to 
preserve the confidentiality of those documents.

With regards,

Yours sincerely, 

(SANGITA GAIROLA)
S h ri B. B a la k r ish n a n ,
J o in t  S e c r e ta r y  (CNV) 
M in is tr y  o f  E x ter n a l A f f a ir s  
South B lock  
New D e l h i .



B.BALAKRISHNAN 
JOINT SECRETARY(CNV) 
Telephone: 301 1357

No. 25/4/NGO-Vol. V June 9, 1999

Dear

Please refer to your letter No. 1/12014/3/99-lS(D.Ill) dated 
14.05.99 on the Commission of Inquiry to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

In the capacity of nodal officer appointed by my Ministry, I 
am enclosing herewith a list of files (indicating grading and the subject) 
available with us on the subject.

We shall be grateful if; you could clarify more precisely
the type of documents the Commission would need to see. It may 
also be noted that certain documents are classified and their 
confidentiality needs to be preserved.

Shri Nikhil Kumar,
Special Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
North Block, New Delhi.

'.S-Sv-W hMQ

Yours sincerely,

(B.BALAKRISHNAN)



TOP SECRET

DETAILS OF FILES ON NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDER BOSE

S.No. File No. Subject Classification
1. 25/4/NGO -Vol. I (i)Taking over of the properties of 

INA in Japan
(ii) Safe Custody of the ashes

TOP SECRET

2 25/4/NGO -Vol. n  
(LW-KW)

(i)Safe custody of the ashes in the 
Rankoji Temple.
(ii)Participation in the memorial 
service
(iii)Establishment of an enquiry 
committee to enquire into the 
circumstances of the alleged death 
of Netaji.

TOP SECRET

3. 25/4/NGO -Vol. HI 
(LW- Annx.)

Ashes of Late Netaji in Renkoji 
Temple
INA treasure and a printed report 
of Khosla Commission prepared 
by Shah Nawaj.

TOP SECRET

4. 25/4/NGO -Vol. IV 
(LW KW-I)

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

5. 25/4/NGO -Vol. V 
(LW -K W -I& H )

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
(i.e. Ashes and Treasure Box)

TOP SECRET

6. 25/13/NGO-52
(LW -KW )

Subhash Chandra Bose -  
(i) Resolution of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly urging an 
enquiry into the death of the Shri 
Subhash Chandra, (ii) Question in 
the House of the people on this 
subject.

TOP SECRET

7. 25/14/NGO- 52 Misc. correspondence perporting 
to throw light on the whereabouts 
of Netaji

TOP SECRET

8. 25/15/NGO- 52 Allegations about the 
misappropriation of INA property 
by Mr. Ramamurti, a former 
official of India Independence 
League of Tokyo

TOP SECRET

9. 25/16/NGO-53 Resolution passed by the West 
Bengal Legislation Assembly 
demanding Central Govt to set up 
a Committee both of official and 
non-official members to 
investigate into the whereabouts of 
the funds left by Netaji and his 
Azad Hind Government

TOP SECRET
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No.51359 /FS/99

f^5T flftR'
10011

FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

NEW DELHI-110011

18th May, 1999 •

^ 6 O ^ O y Q / £ j 0

" J y ( T S
Dear

Please refer to your letter No. 1/12014/3/99- 
IS(D.III), dated May 14, 1999, on the Commission 
of Inquiry appointed to inquire into the alleged 
disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
MEA will take action as required. The nodal 
officer here will be Shri B.Balakrishnan, Joint 
Secretary (CNV) -  Tel. No. 3011357. He may be 
contacted by the Commission for any information 
or clarification.

-SOT'S

Yours sincerely,

(K.Raghunath)

Shri Nikhil Kumar,
Special Secretary,
Ministry o f Home Affairs, 
North Block,
New Delhi.

• V s
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D. 0. No. 1/12014/3/9 9-IS (D. Ill)

NIKHIL KUMAR

SPECIAL SECRETARY

HR? €W R  
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

■ ipf *TTr<5T*f
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi 
the 14th May, 1999.

Dear SUi 8— ^

Government of India had decided to appoint 
a Commission of Inquiry under Section 3 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 to enquire into the 
alleged disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 
A retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India has 
since been nominated to preside over the Commission. 
A copy of the relevant notification would be sent to 
you as soon as it is issued.

2. Since the Commission is to complete the 
inquiry in a period of six months we need to have 
readily available records relevant to the subject 
matter of the Inquiry.

3. I shall/ therefore/ be grateful if you 
kindly instruct the concerned officers to collect 
such documents and send us within a week a list of 
these. Also/ since the Inquiry would involve 
consultations with concerned Ministries, I request 
you to kindly nominate/ and send us the name of/ a 
nodal officer in your Ministry who could be contacted 
whenever needed by the Commission for any information 
or clarification.

With regards/

Yours sincerelyi

\ I
(NIKHIL KUM

V

Shri K. Raghunath/
Foreign Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, NEW DELHI.
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MINISTRY OF AFFAIRS

NOTIFICATION s
. • I

New Delhi, the 14th May, 1999

S.0.339(E).—  Whereas the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
and the Khosla Commission of Inquiry appointed by the 
Government of India in April, 1956 and July, 1970 respectively 
to inquire into and to report to the Government of India on 
the circumstances concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the 16th August, 1945, his 
reported death as a result of an air craft accident, and 
subsequent developments connected therewith had come to tne 
conclusion that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an 
air crash;

And, whereas there is a wide spread feeling among the 
public that the issue of finding the truth about Netaji's 
death still remains;

And, whereas there has been a consistent demand for a 
further inquiry into the matter;

And, whereas the Calcutta High Court also directed the 
Government of India for a vigorous inquiry in accordance with 
Law, if necessary, by appointing a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of giving an end to this controversy;

And, whereas a Motion was adopted on 24.12.1998 by the 
West Bengal Legislative Assembly wherein a demand has been 
made for a fresh inquiry into the matter to remove the mystery 
regarding the whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose;

And whereas the Central Government is of the opinion 
that it is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for 
the purpose of making an indepth inquiry into a definite 
matter of a public importance, namely, the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945;

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 3 of the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act, 1952(60 of 1952), the Central Government hereby 
appoints a Commission of Inquiry consisting of Mr. Justice 
M.K. Mukherjee, a retired Judge of the Supreme Court of India.



( M o o ?
THE GAZETTE OF IN D IA : EXTRAORDINARY [Part II— Sec. 3(ii)]

l. / The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and
circumstances related to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose in 1945 and subsequent developments connected- 
therewith including:-

whethec Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is -dead or 
alive;
if he is dead, whether he died in th'e plane crash, 
as alleged;
whether the ashes in the Japanese temple are ashes 
of Netaji;
whether he has died in any other manner at any 
other place and, if so, when and how; 
if he is alive, in respect of his whereabouts.

Commission shall also examine the manner in which 
se of Scrutiny of Publications touching upon the 

question of death or otherwise of Netaji can be undertaken by 
the Central Government in the circumstances.

4. The Commission shall submit its report to the Central 
Government as soon as possible but not later than six months 
from the date of publication of this notification. :

5. The headquarters of the Commission shall be at New 
Delhi, and/or any other place as determined by the Commission.

6. The Central Government is of the opinion that, having 
regard to the nature of the inquiry to be made and other 
circumstances of the case, all the provisions of sub
section^), sub-section(3), sub-sect ion(4) and sub-section(5) 
of section 5 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of

r 1952) should be made applicable to the said Commission and the 
Central Government m  exercise of the powers conferred by sub
section^) of the said section 5, hereby directs that all the 
provisions of the said sub-sections (2) to (5) of that section 
shall apply to the Commission.

[F. No. VI/I 1034/18/98-IS(D.III)] 
NIKHIL KUMAR, Spl. Secy.

(a)

(b)

( c )

(d) 

( e )

3. The
the exercif
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PRIM E M INISTER ’S  OFFICE

-

JF*

Reference Ambassador Lambah’s letter No.Bon/Amb/98- 

5(c) dated 3 March 1998 regarding the transfer of the ashes of Netaji 

Subash Chandra Bose to India.

2. The facts o f the case and views of MEA are urgently

requested.

I f .

(P.P. Shukla) 
Joint Secretary ( PMO) 

20 Mar 98



No. Bon/Amb/98- 5 Cc) March 3, 1998

My dear Principal Secretary,

Prof. Dr. (Mrs.) Anita Pfaff, daughter o f  Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, had dinner with me 
at my residence yesterday. She handed over a letter addressed to the Prime Minister. I enclose the 
original letter along with a copy. The main point made in the letter is that she is agreeable for 
bringing the ashes o f  Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to India.---- _ - *
2 The subject o f  the return o f ashes has been discussed informally with Prof. Anita Pfaff for 
some time.

3 On instructions from the then External Affairs Minister, Shri Pranab Mukheijee, I had been 
asked to ascertain the views o f Prof. Anita Pfaff She and her husband Dr. Martin Pfaff, who is a 
Member o f Parliament, came to my house on 28th September, 1995 for dinner. I found that both 
o f  them were in favour of return o f the ashes to India but, at that time, did not take any categorical 
stand.

4 Later, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the then External Affairs Minister transited through Germany 
on October 21 , 1995 to meet Prof. Anita Pfaff. I accompanied him to Augsburg. He had a long 
discussion with Prof. Anita Pfaff in which different viewpoints were expressed. While she was 
favourably inclined to return of the ashes, she was not sure about the timings. Some family members 
advised her that it may be preferable to get them after Netaji's centenary year celebrations were over 
in India. We also met her mother Mrs. Emilie Schenki-Bose.

5 A few months later, Mrs. Emilie Schenkl-Bose passed away in March, 1996. I accompanied 
the then Minister o f State for Finance Mr. Debiprosad Pal to Augsburg for the funeral on 18th March, 
1996.

6 Prof Anita Pfaff was invited by the then E AM to visit India but the visit was postponed on 
account o f her ill-health. When Netaji's centenary celebrations started, no invitation was initially 
issued to Prof. Anita Pfaff. However, when we came to know that Mrs. Jyotsna Bose was being 
invited as her son lives in Hamburg (she lives in Calcutta) and the invitation was, by mistake, sent 
to the Embassy. We got in touch with the Ministry o f Culture who immediately sent an invitation 
to Prof. Anita Pfaff but she could not attend due to the short notice.



fI !

7 PM. when he was EAM, transited through Frankfurt on 9th February, 1997. He asked me 
to renew the invitation extended by his predecessor to Prof. Anita Pfaff. Subsequently, Prof. Anita 
Pfaffvisited India in March/April. 1997 and again in January. 1998. She met the President and PM. 
The enclosed letter to PM, she told me, is a continuation o f the discussions she had with PM in 
Delhi on January 25, 1998..

2

8

(i)

During the discussions yesterday, Prof. Anita Pfaff told me :

Amongst the family members, she had so far only consulted Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose. After the 
letter reaches PM, she would be informing some other members. She still expects that some 
o f them would oppose the move but she felt her decision will have a positive impact on the 
family.

She was keen that there is a national consensus among the political parties on this subject.

As regards the timing, in case a positive decision is taken by the Government, she felt that 
some date in the second half o f the year could be considered for bringing the ashes to India.

In that eventuality, she would like detailed consultations by the Government of India with 
the Japanese authorities, particularly the Priests at the Renkoji temple in Tokyo.

She was appreciative o f the two seminars on Netaji held by the Embassy as a part o f 50th 
anniversary celebrations o f India's Independence. (The first one was on June 7, 1997 
organised by the Indian Cultural Centre, Berlin and the second seminar was on 16th 
February. 1998 in Frankfurt where Netaji's associates Col. Gurbakhsh Singh Dhillon and Col. 
Lakshmi Sehgal were the Guests o f Honour).

9 I shall be grateful if you could kindly get Dr. Pfaffs letter examined. We can subsequently 
inform her of the decision which is taken.

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

10 I am sending a copy o f this letter, along with the enclosure, to Foreign Secretary.

Yours sincerely,

(Satinder K. Lambah)
Shri N.N. Vohra,
Principal Secretary to PM 
PMO, #
New Delhi

Copy, with a copy o f the enclosure, to Shri K. Raghunath, Foreign Secretary7, Ministry o f 
External Affairs, New Delhi.
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To
His Excellency 
T he Prime M inister o f  India 
M r. I. K. Gujral 
Prim e M inister’s House
7, Race Course 
N ew  Delhi 
India

By D iplom atic Bag
February 24, 1998

R espected Prime M inister,

Follow ing up on our conversation during my last visit to New  Delhi on January 25lh, 1998 ,1 would 
like to address m yself to you in writing -  and through you to the Governm ent o f  India -  with regard to 
the question o f  establishing a suitable memorial for my father Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 
finding an honourable and satisfactory settlem ent to the somewhat controversial question o f the return 
o f  his ashes from Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, Japan to India.

I w as very pleased that my father’s birth centenary was celebrated in all parts o f  India and many 
projects w ere initiated in his memory and in his nam e in the course o f  these celebrations. I am 
particularly  grateful to the Government o f  India and the State Governments as well as to many groups 
and the people o f  India in general who helped m ake these functions and activities memorable and 
dignified occasions in N etaji’s honour. I do hope that in the course and sequence o f  his birth 
centenary some public funding for the collection and preservation o f  documents referring to my 
fa ther’s efforts in the struggle for India’s independence could also be assured. So far it had, after all, 
largely been the private activity and voluntary w ork o f members o f  the Netaji Research Bureau which 
w as m otivated by the wish to obtaining historically important docum ents before they got lost or 
destroyed by the passage o f  time.

I am aw are that one reason for not providing a memorial to my father o f  a similar quality as, for 
exam ple, for Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was to be found in the controversy about the circumstances o f 
my fa ther’s death. As you know, even now some people are not even willing to admit to the fact that -  
a fte r 101 years -  he is no longer alive, leave alone to  accept the circum stances o f  his reported death.

W hile it is true that some inconsistencies exist in the reports o f  the air crash at Taihoku Airport in 
A ugust 1945, in which he was reported to have died, this is not be too surprising -  given the fact, that 
those days at the end o f  World War II in the Far East must have been traum atic and confusing days o f  
turm oil. It is also understandable that following the first reports o f  this plane crash many people, 
including my m other and my uncle Sarat Chandra Bose, thought that in view  o f his previous escapes 
(from  house arrest in Calcutta to Germany and by subm arine from Germany to  the Far East) this may 
be but another one o f  his fantastic get-aways. Ultim ately their great affection for him let them hope 
that he had survived and would yet again return to India.

As tim e passed this became less and less likely. W hat would have kept him from returning to India 
after India attained independence? In my opinion but one alternative could have accounted for such a 
sequence o f  history: That one explanation would have been his escape to the Soviet Union and his

"V - $6391 StadtieiyeK
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death on the way there or his execution or im prisonm ent and subsequent death in a Soviet 
concentration camp. Since after the opening o f  the Soviet archives no such evidence has been found to 
my knowledge, it should be evident also to those who have harboured doubts about the validity o f  the 
reports on the plane crash, that the probability approaches certainty that he died in this event as a 
martyr for his country’s freedom. In this act he made the ultimate sacrifice by giving his life, which he 
had risked over and over in his non-violent as well as his armed struggle for India’s freedom.

His Japanese comrades-in-arms have maintained his ashes in Tokyo, honoured him and paid homage 
to him. It is their wish that his ashes be returned to India with due honour, in line with their religious 
beliefs. Furthermore they are concerned that after their demise there would be nobody to care for his 
memory in Japan. I know that there have been some people in India -  including members o f  my 
family -  who did not wish the Governm ent to take such an action, as, for a variety o f reasons, they did 
not accept the reports o f his death following the plane crash at Taihoku as factual. Even these people, 
who persist in their doubt, should, however, be able to accept the transfer o f his ashes from Tokyo to 
India as a token o f respect to his memory and a symbol o f  his sacrifice and martyrdom for India.

I therefore request the Government o f  India to make arrangements to have the reported ashes o f  my 
father returned from Tokyo to his homeland, especially to Delhi, which after all was the goal o f  his 
INA campaign. The ashes should then be immersed in the Ganges or parts o f  the ashes in different 
rivers o f  India. I am quite willing to participate with my husband and my children in the process o f  
transferring the ashes -  paying due respect to  Japanese customs, whatever they may be. (If, for 
example, according to Japanese rites a male descendent should physically carry the ashes, my sons 
could do so.)

Furthermore 1 request the Government o f  India to erect, in the near future, a memorial in Delhi to my 
father’s memory in line with the importance o f  his contribution to India’s struggle for independence. 
By now historical evidence shows, I believe beyond doubt, that not only can his and the Indian 
National Army’s efforts be saluted as heroic and selfsacrificing, but that the political effect o f  their 
actions was a major factor in destabilizing B ritain’s hold on India and thereby prominently 
contributed towards India’s attaining independence.

Even though I do not know at this stage how the new government will be composed, following the 
ongoing elections, I hope that this request will be honoured by whoever may be forming the new 
government. It is furthermore my sincerest wish that all political parties o f  India could jo in  together in 
this effort, irrespective o f  their political programmes. M oreover, potential controversy on account o f  
the diminishing number o f  persons opposed to a transfer o f  N etaji’s ashes should best be faced jo in tly  
and not exploited individually. I am certainly w illing to bear my share o f  the responsibility for such 
action. It is my belief that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose who is not oniy the founder-director o f  the Netaji 
Research Bureau but also the eldest surviving male member o f  my generation o f  the Bose family, will 
fully agree with my proposal. I would, however, find it most deplorable, should some political groups 
dishonour Netaji’s memory and contribution, by creating a petty controversy for possibly selfish 
reasons.

With many thanks and respectful regards, Jai Hind!

Yours sincerely,



B. P. Singh
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SECRETARY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE 
NEW DELHI - 110 001

D . O . N o . 1 5 - 8 / 9 5 - C & M ( P t )

7 December 1996

Prime Minister has desired to have a meeting of the 
Floor Leaders of both Houses of Parliament on Monday the 9 December 
1996 at 3 PM in Room N o . 9, Parliament House to discuss matters 
relating to the birth centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Among other things, the urgency for convening this meeting at such 
a short notice arose out of a mention during Zero Hour in Lok Sabha 
on 4 December 1996 of the following:

(a) That the Government should immediately announce its plan 
of action regarding celebration of birth centenary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

(b) That the Government should declare 23rd January as a 
National Holiday to pay homage to Netaji.

(c) That the Government should investigate into the 
circumstances leading to Netaji's death in a Plane Crash 
with a view to resolve the controversy once for all.

Since item (b)/(c) relates to your Ministry, I shall be 
grateful if you kindly make it convenient to attend the meeting 
and present there your M i n istry's point of view for the facility of 
a decision.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

( B . P . sTngH")

Shri S. Haidar,
Foreign Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block,
New D e l h i .



Minutes of the Plrat Meeting of the Sab-Coaiittee 
of the Rational C o w i t  tee to celebrate the Birth 
Anniversary of Hetaji Sabhash Chandra Bose held
on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. in Room No . 301, 
•C* Wing, Shastrl Bhavan, Hew Delhi________________

The first meeting of the Sub-Committee of the National Committee 

to celebrate the Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was 

held under the chairmanship of the Minister of Human Resource Development 

(HRD) on 25th October, 1996 at 4.00 P.M. The following attended the 

■eeting:-

HRM in-Chalr

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal 

Shri Shashi Bhushan 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 

Shri B.P. Singh, Secretary(C)

Shri V.K. Majotra, Addl. Secretary(I&B)

(i)

(ID
(ill)

(lv)

(v)

(Vi)

(vii) Shri R.L. Sudhir, Addl. Secretary 
Sectt. for 50th Anniversary of India's Independence

(viii) Smt. Kasturi Gupta Menon
Joint Secretary, Department of Culture

Shri Ravi Kant Chopra,
Director, Department of Culture

i w  HRM welcomed the members and requested Secretary(C) to brief 

them about the position, Secretary(C) recalled that the meeting of the 

inal Committee was held on 5th December, 1995 under the chairmanship 

Prime Minister in which the following important decisions were

a. The Birth Centenary Celebrations would commence from 23rd 

January, 1997 and continue for one year.

b. A sub-Committee would be constituted under the chairmanship 

of Minister of Human Resource Development to chalk out the 

action plan.

The Agenda Items were then takes ap seriati* ami tie following 

decisions *er* taken: „

1. Organisation of Inaugural fqagtioB

It was decided that a function would be organised at the Red Fort 

oa 23rd January, 1997 (preferably in the morning) to be telecast live



on Doordarshan. Capt. laxmi Sehgal and Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose assured 

that they would furnish to the Department a list of persons who should 

be invited to this function.

2. Issue of Commemorative Stamp

It was decided that a commemorative stamp should be released on 

23rd January, 1997 and a request in this regard should be sent immediately 

to the Department of Posts.

3. Issue of Commemorative Coin

It was decided that a commemorative gold coin and another coin 

for circulation shall be issued in the memory of Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose. A request in this regard should be sent to the Department of Economic 

Affairs.

4. Telecast of a Film

During the discussion, reference was made to a 58-minute biographical 

film 'Netaji and India's Freedom' by Sugata Bose, Arze Hukumate Azad 

Hind, Ittefaq Ittemad Qurbani and other material available with the 

Doordarshan.

It was decided that a Committee comprising of Shri V.K. Majotra, 

Additional Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting; Shri Ashok 

Vajpeyi, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture; Smt. Kasturi Gupta 

Menon, Joint Secretary, Department of Culture and Shri Ravi Kant Chopra, 

Director, Department of Culture would watch the films suggested by the 

members as also other material available with Doordarshan and would 

select the best amongst these for being telecast during the centenary 

year on Doordarshan Network. The Chairman emphasised that the aim should 

be to rekindle the spirit of freedom struggle among younger generations.

5. Publication of Biography

It was decided that Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose's book published by National 

Book Trust should be released in different languages in regional capitals 

at different timings during the centenary year.

As regards publication of writings of Netaji, a comprehensive

proposal In this behalf should be sent by the Netaji Reseach for the 

consideration of the Department.



6. Involvement of School Children/Youth

It was decided that the Department of Culture and the Department 

of Youth Affairs & Sports would jointly work out details of the programmes 

to be organised (involving youth) asu part of the birth centenary 

celebrations.

7. Creation of Museum in Andaman

It was decided that instead of setting up a museum in Andamans, 

the Red Fort Museum should be strengthened during the centenary year.

8. Renaming of Fort William, Calcutta

Considering the historic significance of the Fort as also taking 

into account the objections made to such a proposal by the historians, 

it was decided to drop this proposal.

9. Renaming of Dehradun Military Academy

The Committee unanimously agreed not to pursue this suggestion 

and accordingly the item was dropped.

10. Declaration of 23rd January, 1998 as a National Holiday

Considering the philosophy of Netaji who always believed in action 

-Karma- it was decided not to declare any day as a National Holiday. 

However, a circular could be issued to the offices and educational 

institutions requesting them to allow the interested persons to attend 

the function on 23rd January, 1997/1998.

11. Establishment of Netaji Bal Sena Vidyalaya at Mcirang

It was decided that HRM should write to the Chief Minister, Manipur 

and seek his advice regarding the feasibility of setting up an academic 

institution in Manipur in the memory of Netaji.

12. Establishment of Netaji Research Institute for 

the South East Asian Studies

It va3 decided that the adivce of the State Government should be 

taken in this regard.



The following Supplementary Agenda Items were also discussed during 

the meeting:

1. Proposals from the Institute for Socialist Education

(1) The Ministry of Defence would be requested to hand over
to the National Archives of India the record kept by the 
Historic Wing of that Ministry.

(ii) Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose and other member may give list of 
civilians of Singapore, Burma, Thailand and Japan to be 
invited for the function to be held in connection with 
the Birth Centenary Celebration of Netaji which will be 
considered.

(iii) Joint Secretary, Department of Culture will make necessary 
enquiries with Joint Secretary, Department of Economic 
Affairs and officers of Reserve Bank of India to find 
out about the deposits/funds of Azad Hind Bank.

(iv) Efforts would be made to take possession of 'Baoli' and 
'Cells' in the Red Fort by the Archaeological Survey of 
India before 23-1-1997.

(v) Secretary, Department of Culture would write to Ministry 
of Home Affairs for furnishing information about the Martyrs 
of Azad Hind Fauj.

(vi) It would be suggested to the Ministry of Defence to name 
the regiments of the Armed Forces after the names of National 
Heroes & Martyrs instead of the prevalent system of 
nomenclature related to caste/community. •

(vii) To a proposal made by Shri Shashi Bhushan for publication 
of musical notations of INA songs compiled by Capt. Ram 
Singh of Lucknow, it was decided that Shri Shashi Bhushan 
may send a detailed proposal in this regard for consideration 
of the Department.

2. Proposal received from the State Government of Vest Bengal for

a display of INA theme in the Central Space opposite to the Rostrum 

in the Republic Day Parade.

It was decided that the Government of West Bengal could be permitted 

to display INA theme In the Central space opposite the Fostrum 

in the Republic Day Parade to be held in 1997 only and the Ministry 

of Defence should be informed immediately about this.



Important communications recieved recently

The Committee took note of all the communications and took the 

following decisions:

(i) The Government of West Bengal should be advised to finance 
its centenary celebrations out of its ot«m resources because, 
otherwise, the Central Government would be flooded with 
similar requests forom other State Governments also.

(ii) Prof. Samar Guha and Shri S. Nijilingappa should be included 
as members of the sub-committee of the National Committee.

(iii) After considering the proposals of the Netaji Research 
Bureau, HRil assured the Committee that he would discuss 
the matter personally with the Prime Minister with regard 
to their request for a grant of Rs.6.25 crore for development 
of Netaji Bhawan etc. However, their proposal regarding 
a Mobile Exhibition on Rails should be examined and put 
up to the HRM for decision.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.



MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 

1 5  COMMEMORATE THE B IRTH CENTENARY OF NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA 

&05E HELD ON 5. 12.95 AT 5.00  PM AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE ANNEXE 

UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE PRIME MINISTER

The f i r s t  meet ing  of the  ' N a t i o n a l  Commit tee to commemorate the

B i r t h  C en te na ry  of N e ta j i  Subhash C h a n d r a  Bose '  was h e ld  in Pa r l i a m e n t
! ‘

House Annfexe, New D e lh i  on 5th D ec em b er ,  1995 at 5,00 PM under  the
• i ' ’ 

c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  the Pr ime M i n i s t e r .  The f o l l o w i n g  were p r e s e n t : -

1. S h r i  P .V .  Naras imha  R a o / P M  . . .  Chai rman

2. S h r i  Madhavrao  S c in d ia ,  HRM

3.  S h r i  Pranab M ukh e r je e  * * 

k . S h r i  S i k a n d e r  B a kh t

5. S h r i  A ta l  B i h a r i  Va jpayee

6.  S h r i  Madan Lai Khurana .  C h i e f  V l i n i s te r  of De lh i
yr\

7.  S h r i  Mohamed Shaf i  Q u r e s h i ,  G o v e r n o r ,  Madhya Pradesh

8.  S h r i  K . V .  Raghunatha R e d d y ,  G o v e rn o r ,  West Bengal .

9 .  D r .  Najma Hep tu l lah

10. S h r i  Bhuvnesh C h a t u r v e d i ,  MOS(PMO)

11. C o l .  Rao Ram Singh

12. S h r i  C h a n d r a s e k h a r  ...

13. S h r i  C h i t t a  Basu

U .  S h r i  Wanoranjan Bha k ta

15. S h r i  Somnath C h a t t e r j e e



16. S h r i Ind ra , i t  Gupta

17. Ms- •Mamta Baner jee

18. S h r i Mur 1 i Manohar Josh i

19. S h r i Syed Shahab udd in

20. S h r i S.N. Dwived  y

21 . S h r i Samar Guha

22., S h r i Shash i  Bhushan

23.: 5 h r i Sheel Bhadra  Yajee

24.: S h r i B . P . Singh , M em ber -Sec re ta r  y

2. At  ithe ou tse t ,  HRM we lcomed PM and o t h e r  honourable members  of 

the  Na t iona l  Commit tee and re m a rk e d  t h a t  N e t a j i ' s  name has become 

synonymous w i t h  courage ,  dynam ism and s a c r i f i c e .  He en jo y e d  a 

t o w e r in g  s ta tu s  among the f r o n t - r a n k e r s  of  ou r  f reedom s t r u g g le .  He 

added tha t  a number  of suggest ions have  been r ec e iv ed  bo th  f rom  

members  and o th e r s  and have been l i s t e d  in the agenda p a p e r s .  He
,  J t

f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  t ime to p lan  a b e f i t t i n g  programme f o r  

c en tena ry  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and looked  fo r w a r d  to the adv ic e  and gu idance in  

t h i s  m a t te r  f rom  the P r im e  M i n i s t e r  and o th e r  members.

3. PM in h i s  b r i e f  r e m a r k s  said tha t  the programme fo r  the 

cen tena ry  c e l e b r a t i o n s  shou ld  emphas ise aspec ts  w h i c h  are of  l a s t i n g  

na tu re w i t h  a v i e w  to make fu tu re  generat ions im b ib e  N e t a j i ' s  

p e r s o n a l i t y  and v i s i o n .  He though t  tha t  one or  more s u b -c o m m i t te e s  

s h ou ld  be set  up w h i c h  cou ld  look  n t o  a l l  the suggest ions and g i v e  a 

f i n a l  shape  to the  p rog ra m m e.  PM s iso c l a r i f i e d  tha t  in  keep ing  w i t h  

the past  p r a c t i c e  f o l l o w e d  by the Government  of In d ia  in  r e s p e c t  o f  

125th B i r t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  of Mahatma Gsndhi  and the b i r t h  ce n te na r ie s  of



S h r i  Raf i  Ahmed K i d w a i ,  S h r i  V . K .  K r i s h n a  Monon, S h r i  M o r a r j i  Des ia ,  

5 h r i  V . Y .  C i r i  e t c .  the c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  N r t a j i  would commence f rom  

23rd  J a n u a r y ,  1997 on w h i c h  the b i r t h  cen tenary  a c t u a l l y  f a l l s  and 

w ou ld  con t i nue  f o r  one year  t h e r e a f t e r .

0y

U . A f t e r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n ,  the  Na t iona l  Committee reached  the 

consensus t h a t  the  b i r t h  cen ten a ry  c e le b r a t i o n s  should  s t a r t  f r om  23 rd  

J a n u a r y ,  1997 and the  p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  may be c l a r i f i e d  to the 

gene ra l  p u b l i c  so t h a t  t h e r e  was no co n fus io n .  •

5. Upon a po in t  being r e a i s e d ,  PM c l a r i f i e d  th a t  f o r  the 

d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of the Commit tee  and ac t ion  on i t s  recommenda t ions ,  the 

set  p r o c e d u r e  w ou ld  be fo l l o w e d  and t h a t ,  a f t e r  a conc re te  programme 

e m e rg e d ,  the  necessary  funds f o r  i t  would be p r o v i d e d .

i .

6.  The v a r i o u s  members  gave the f o l l o w i n g  su g g e s t io n s : -

(1 )  i A f t e r  adequa te  r e s e a r c h ,  a l l  aspec ts ,  fac ts  and events  

, r e l a t i n g  to N e ta j i  must  be in c o r p o r a t e d  and a c o m p re h e n s ive
*

1 p i t c u t r e  of h i s  l i f e ,  s t r ug g le  and ach ievemen ts  should 

e m e r g e .

(2 )  The p rogram m es  to be un de r tak e n  shou ld  be c o n s t r u c t i v e  in 

na tu re  and must have  a l a s t i n g  va lu e .

(3 )  The idea  o f  s e t t i n g - u p  a N e ta j i  Foundat ion shou ld  be 

e x p l o r e d .  .



( i f )  The land in f r o n t  of the R ed -To r t ,  p re s e n t l y  under  the 

■ oc rupa t io n  of the Defence M i n i s t r y ,  ro u ld  be made a v a i l a b l e  

for  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a s u i t a b le  memor ial  i n c lu d in g  a Sahced 

Minar  fo r  N e ta j i .

/
, y

(5)  ) The b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  the Red Fo r t  in w h i c h  t r i a l  o f  INA

s o l d i e r s  took p lace  has not yet been h a n d e d - o v e r  no r  the  

1 b o w r i 1. These ,  a long w i t h  any re c o rd s ,  th a t  the Defence 

. M i n i s t r y  may h a v e ,  shou ld  be handed-ove r  to the Museum 

a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  Red F o r t .

(6)  The INA fund whic+i  was taken over  by the R ese rve  Bank of  

Ind ia  shou ld  be made a v a i l a b le  to fund the p r o p o s e d  

Foundat ion.

(7)  A y e a r - l o n ^  prog ramme should  be c h a lk e d  out  c a r e f u l l y  

c ove r in g  a l l  the  im p o r ta n t  aspects of N e t a j i ' s  l i f e  and 

o e r s o n a l i t y .

(8)  A u n i v e r s i t y  may be s e t -u p  in the memory of N e ta j i .

(9)  Instead of  an I n s t i t u t e  of M a r t i a l  A r t s ,  an I n s t i t u t e  o f  

Cu l tu re  and Nat ional  In te g ra t io n  be set -up to commemora te 

N e t a j i .

(10)  The p roposed  f o u n d a t io n ,  i f  se t -u p ,  could devo te  i t s e l f  to 

in te rn a t io n a l  u n d e r s ta n d in g .

(11)  A b r i e f  but  a u th e n t i c  l i f e  s to ry  of V e ta j i  s h o u ld  he

~c> po ra ted  s u i t a b l y  in the school  tex; -*>ocks n  i l l  p a r t s  

ie  c o u n t r y .



(12 )  Some of the ex - IN A  pe rsonne l ,  who have m ig ra te d  to Pakistan 

but are s t i l l  a l i v e ,  may be i n v i t e d  to Ind ia  du r ing  the 

centenary  c e le b r a t i o n s  of  N e t a j i .  ✓'
i

( 13)  The va r ious  suggest ions r e c e i v e d  shou ld  be looked in to  by a 

sub-commit tee  and i t  s h ou ld  have the a u t h o r i t y  to appo in t  

Work ing  Groups to take  c a re  of  s p e c i f i c  n.  .

( I ^ ) A l l  State Governmen ts /Un ion T e r r i t o r i e s  to be requested to 

organ ise centenary c e l e b r a t i o n s  in a s u i t a b le  manner in t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s . .

( T5) Since INA and N e ta j i  were  c l o s e l y  re la ted  w i th  Andaman i  

N icoba r  Is la n d s ,  a museum • of  INA may be c rea ted  in

Andamans.

( ! 6 )  Both in H a r ipu ra  and T r i p u r i .  s u i t a b le  memor ia ls  for  Neta j i  

may be c o n s t r u c te d .

7. The Nat iona l  Commit tee unan im ous ly  dec ided  that  a Working 

C o m m i t te e  under  the c h a i r m a n s h i p  of  HRM may be c o n s t i t u te d .  The 

C o m m i t te e  a lso a u th o r i s e d  PM to nominate f i f t e e n  members on t h i s  

W o r k in g  Commit tee .  I t  would have  the a u t h o r i t y  to se t -up  o th e r  sub-
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commit tees ,  i f  r e q u i r e d .

1 .

8. The Nat ional  Commit tee a lso unanimously- dec ided to d r o p  s u b - i t e m  

N o .^5 of Agenda I tem N o . 2.

The meet ing ended w i t h  a Vote of Thanks to the C h a i r .



Composition of the National Ccrrmittee for Celebrating 
the Birth Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6. 

7.

9.

10. 
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20 . 

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Prime Minister

Minister of Human Resource Development

Shri Chandra Shekhar, Former Prime 
Minister

Shri V.P. Singh, Former Prime Minister

Shri I.K. Gujral
Minister of External Affairs

Shri Indrajit Gupta 
Minister of Heme Affairs

Shri C.M. Ibrahim 
Minister of Information &
Broadcasting

Shri M. Arunachalam 
Minister of Labour

Shri Beni Prasad Verma 
Minister of Ccmrnunications

Minister of State for Defence

Minister of State for Waste Land 
Development - ' '

Minister of State for Finance

Governor, Manipur

Shri Mohammad Shafi Ibrahim Qureshi
Governor, Madhya Pradesh

Shri A.R. Kidwai 
Governor, Bihar

Shri K.V. Raghun.ath Reddy 
Governor, West Bengal

Chief Minister, West Bengal

Chief Minister, Maharashtra

Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister, Orissa

Shri Saheb Singh Verma 
Chief Minister, Delhi

Shri A.B. Vajpayee
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha

Chairman 

Working Chairman

Member

Member

Shri Scmnath Chatterjee, 

Shri Samar Guha, ex-MP 

Shri Chitta Basu, MP 

Shri George Fernandes

MP

Member

Member

Member

Member

■ i . iSi
Member

Member

Member

Member 

Member . ....

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member
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I

Ms. Mamta Banerjee, MP

Shri Vishnu Kant Shastri, MP

Sint. Renuka Chaudhari, MP

Shri A.K. Sen, MP

Shri Manoranjan Bhakta, MP

Shri Ajit Panja, MP

Shri Murli Manohar Joshi, MP

Shri Sikander Bakht, MP

Shri G.K. Moopanar, MP

Shri Dilip Singh Judev, MP

Shri Chaturanan Mishra 
Minister of Agriculture

Shri Syed Shahabuddin, MP

Prof. D.P. Chattqpadhyay 
ex-Govemor

Shri Farocq Abdullah 
Chief Minister, J&K

Shri Madhu Dandavate
Dy. Chair:.a n ,  Planning C c rra is s icn

Shri Sheel Bhadra Yajee, ex-MP

Shri Tridib Chaudhary, MP

Shri Shashi Bhushan, ex-MP

Col. G.S. Dhillon, Ex-INA 
Representative

Capt. Laxmi Sehgal, Ex-INA 
Representative

Dr. Bipin Chandra 
Javaharlal Nehru University

Dr. Dilip Sinha, Upacharya,
Vishwa Bharti University

Shri Shahko Chaudhary, New Delhi

Shri P.N. Haksar

Prof. R.N. Singh 
Vice-Chancellor 
Rajasthan University

Dr. V.R. Mehta 
Vice-Chancellor 
Delhi University

Prof. R.K. Dasgupta, Calcutta 
University, Calcutta

liI
■ ! '

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

..Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member



Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 
Netaji Research Bureau 
Calcutta

Shri H.Y. Sharda Prasad

Ms. Anita Bose, Vienna

Justice A.C. Gupta, Retd.
Supreme Court Judge

Shri Nikhil Chakravarty, Mainstream

Prof. Bimal Prasad, Ex
Ambassador to Nepal

Shri Niharendu Dutta Mazuirdar, 
Ex-Law Minister, West Bengal

Shri Radha Nath Rath 
Editor, Sang, Cuttack

Dr. Amol K. Mukherjee, Principal 
Presidency College, Calcutta

Principal, Scottish Church College 
Calcutta

Shri Aveek Sarkar, Editor, Anand 
Bazar Patrika

Prof. Amalesh Tripatby, Calcutta

Shri S.N. Dwivedi

Dr. Najma Heptulla - • -

Smt. Sukhbans Kaur .

Mrs. Anita Pfaff, Augsburg, Germany

Sri Amiya Bose, Ex-MP

Shri Semen Mitra, MLA 
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal

Shri Jainal Abedian, MLA 
Legislative Assembly of West Bengal

Minister of State for Education 
& Culture

Shri R. Venkatararran, Former 
President of India

Shri S. Nijalingippa, Former 
President of Indian National 
Congress

Dr. M.N.Chakraborty, Former Vice
Chancellor, Jhadavpur University, 
Calcutta

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

■ ■'Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

-Member

Member
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77. Shri B.C. Dutt
Yusuf Meherally Centre, Tara, 
P.O.: Barapada, Taluka Panvel, 
Distt. Raigad, Maharashtra

78. Shri K.N. Tickoo,
Chemtik, 124-B, 12th Floor,
Jolly Maker Chamber No.2 
Nariman Point, Bcmbay

79. Chief Minister, Assam

80. Chief Minister, Nagaland

81. Secretary, Department of Culture

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member-Secretary



Composition of the Sub-Camuttee of the 
National Ccnmittee for Celebrating the Birth 

Centenary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose

1. HRM Chairman

2. EAM Member

3. MOS (Defence) Member

4. Smt. Najma Heptulla Member

5. Shri Chaturanan Mishra Member

6. Minister of State (Culture & Education) Member

7. Chief Minister, Assam Member

8. Chief Minister, Nagaland Member

9. Shri Chitta Basu, MP Member

10. Capt. Laxmi Sehgal Member

11. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose Member

12. Mrs. Anita Pfaff Member

13. Shri S.N. Dwivedi - Member -

14. Shri Nikhil Chakravarty - Member

15. Shri G.S. Dhillon Member

16. Shri Shashi Bhushan 1 -.Member

17. Shri B.C. Dutt Member

18. Shri K.N. Tickoo Member

19. Secretary (Culture) Member-Se

N.B. : The Sub-Cornu.ttee of the National Corcnittee in 
its meeting held on 25th October, 1996 have reccnrnen- 
ded inclusion of Shri S. Nijalingappa and Prof. 
Samar Guha as Members of the Sub-Coimittee. A 
proposal in this regard is being sent to PMO



N o .25/4/ N G O (Pt)-Vol.V 
Ministry of External Affairs 

New Delhi

T O P ^ ^ E T

NOTE FOR THE CABINET

Subject : Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Japan to 
I n d i a .

The mortal remains of Netaji are now kept in the Bose 
Academy in Tokyo. The pressure to return the ashes comes 
chiefly from the associates of Neta.ii. who are growing older 
and who feel a personal sense of responsibility for the 
ashes. They feel that after them, there might be nobody to 
pay proper respect to the. memory of Neta.ii. Even within the 
group, the main pressure is from older members, especially 
Mr. Hayashi. Secretary of the Bose Academy, who is in poor 
health. Besides, Foreign Minister Y. Kono during his 
meeting with EAM in September 19^5, had conveyed that, he 
personally felt, that it would be better to return the ashes 
to his homeland and to his family. In addition, there is a 
possibility that India may be asked by the Bose Academy to 
take charge of the mortal remains of Netaji. It would not 
be possible for India to refuse to take possession of the 
mortal remains. Therefore, a decision is required to be 
taken urgently as to what is to be done with these mortal 
r e m ains.

B ACKGROUND NOTE : VAR THUS REPORTS AND OPPOSITION TO
C ONCLUSIONS DRAWN
1. Neta.ii’s death is an issue surcharqed with 

emotions. The issue of whether he actually died in the. 
plane crash of August IB- 1945. at. Taihoku, has been 
questioned by some individuals and organizations.

(a) Shah Nawaz committee Report: In response to a 
public demand, the Government, of India appointed a 3-member 
committee on April 5, 1^56, "to inquire into and report to 
the Government of India on the circumstances concerning the 
departure of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
the 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident, and subsequent developments therewith". 
The Committeee, by a majority of 2:1, came to the conclusion 
that Neta.ii died in the air crash at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 
Auqust. 18, 1945. While S/Shri S hah Nawaz Khan and S .N. 
M a i t r a . signed the' " r e p o r t . Shri S u r e s h Chander Bose 
disagreed with this conclusion an3 submTFted a dissenting 
report. Although the report of the Committee was 
considerably devalued by this dissent, the maiority report 
was accepted by the Government.
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(b) Khosla C o m mission of Inquiry; In view of 
w idespread feelina amongst the public that the problem of 
finding the truth about Neta.ii’s death still remains, and 
there has been a persistent demand for a further inquiry 
into the matter, the Central Government instituted on July
11, 1970, one-man Commission of Inquiry into disappearance 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, Shri G,D, Khosla, retired 
Chief Justice of Punjab High Court, was appointed as sole 
member. The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia. South Vietnam and Taiwan and examined 
224 witnesses (including 100 examined abroad). A large 
number of files and documents produced before the 
Commission, were examined. The Commission arrived at the 
same conclusion that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku 
on August 18, 1945. The C a b inet considered this report and 
accepted the findinqs. The report of the Commission, along 
with the memorandum of action taken thereon, was laid on the 
Table of both the Houses of Parliament on September 3, 1974.

c) Extract of a letter dated 19th June, 1966 written 
by Shah Nawaz Khan, M . P to the then Foreign 
Secretary Shri. S, Dutt about Col. F i g g e s s’s report

During the course of his evidence before the Shah Nawaz 
Committee in Tokyo, one Col, J.G, Figgess is reported to 
have stated in September 1945 that he had received orders in 
September 1945 from either the Headquarters of Supreme 
Al l i e d  Commander S.E. Asia Command, Kandy or the Director of 
M i litary Intelligence India, asking him to carry out 
e nquiries in Tokyo and Formosa to ascertain the truth about 
the story of t h e  death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
These enquiries were carried out by him and Col, Figgess was 
p ositive that, a copy of this report would be available with 
the British Government. He has also sent a copy of his 
report to the then G o v ernment of India(either the Director 
of M ilitary Intelligence, GHQ India or the Director of 
Intelligence Branch, New Delhi.

High C o m m i s s i o n e r’s reference dated 27t.h February, 1978 
to Lord Mountb a t t e n  after the p ublication of the classified 
d ocument called "The Transfer of Powers 1942-47". Lord 
M ountbatten stated the f o l l owing "My archives have been 
searched and there is no official record of his death and I 
know that this doubt was s ha red by Wavell himself but in a 
b o o k ,“The End of the War in Asia" by Louis Allen, who served 
as a Japanese language officer in India and Burma during and 
at the end of the war, he d e s c r i b e d  in detail the air crash 
on the 18th August 1945 in which Chandra Bose died.



In this bo o k  he a l s o  s t a t e s  that in 1^56 a m i s s i o n  was 
sent, to Jap a n  to e n a u i r e  into the c r a s h  and a l t h o u g h  S u r e s h  
Bose still s t u c k  to the b e l i e f  that his b r other was ali v e  in 
the S o v i e t  Union. oth e r  m e m b e r s  of the m i s s i o n  w e r e  
c o n v i n c e d  by the e v i d e n c e  of the 67 w i t n e s s e s  who we r e  
called, that, he had d i e d  in the crash. The fact that he has 
never s u r f a c e d  any w h e r e  to my k n o w l e d g e  mak e s  it a p p e a r  
more than ever c l e a r  he was in fact killed in the crash.

The letter you auote from Vol. VI of "The Transfer of 
Power" is dated the 23rd August but it is reply to a letter 
written on the 11th August by Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, 
seven days before Chandra B o s e’s death.

H.V. Hodson, author of "The Great D i v i d e " , appears to
accept without question the death of Chandra Bose, and he
had access to the papers in my archives when preparing to 
write his book.

d) Shri Samar Guha moved a Motion in Lok S a b h a  on 
August 3, 1977, urging the Government to set up a 3 - m a n  
commission for conducting a fresh inguiry into the mystery 
of the disappearance of Netaji.The motion was discussed at 
length in 1977 and also in 1978. On the 28 t h  August, 1<?78 
the Prime Minister intervening in the debate observed:

"There have been two enquiries into the report of the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in the air-crash on 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku airfield during his air- 
journey to Manchuria, one by a Committee presided over 
by Ma.j. General Shah Nawaz Khan and the second by a one- 
man Commission of Inouiry headed by Shri G.D. Khosla, 
retired Judge of the Punjab High Court. The majority 
report of the first Committee and Shri Khosla held the 
report of the death as true. Since then, reasonable 
doubts have been cast on the correctness of the 
conclusions reached in the two reports and various 
important contradictions in the testimony of witnesses 
have been noticed. Some further contemporary official 
documentary records have also become available. In the 
light of those doubts and contradictions and those 
records Government find it difficult to accept that the 
earlier conclusions are decisive. At the same time 
Government feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by having any further inauiry. I hope that in the 
liqht of this statement my Hon. friend will withdraw 
his m o t i o n " .

Thereafter Prof. Guha withdrew his motion. While doing 
so he declared in the House:

“Today, I cannot express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister because today ends a crusade that in my humble 
way I was trying to conduct on behalf of the people of 
India at least to see that officially and leqally 
Netaji is not declared d e a d”.
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N o . 2 5 / 4 /NGO (P t ) ~ V o l . V  
M i n i s t r y  of E x ternal A f f a i r s

The a u e s t i o n  of a u t h e n t i c i t y  of the a s h e s  kept in the 
R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in J a p a n  as t h o s e  of Netaji S u b h a s h  Chandra 
B o s e  r e m a i n e d  i n c o n c l u s i v e . A s  i n d i c a t e d  by the then Prime 
M i n i s t e r  in the H o u s e  the G o v e r n m e n t  did not c o n t e m p l a t e  any 
f r e s h  e n q u i r y  in t o  the matter. It was, however, f o u n d  that 
the p o i n t  raised by Shri G u h a  in the s p e e c h  in the H o u s e  had 
b e e n  f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  in the H o m e  M i n i s t r y  in the c o n t e x t  of 
the K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  f i n d i n g s  a n d  no fre s h  g r o u n d s  
r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  a new c o m m i s s i o n  had 
b e e n  a d v a n c e d  b y  him. The m a t t e r  was, therefore, p l a c e d  
b e f o r e  the C C P A  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  p roposal:

"The iss u e  of N e t a j i’s d e a t h  and b r i n g i n g  of a s h e s  to 
I n d i a  is s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  e m o t i o n .  We have a l r e a d y  had two 
e n q u i r i e s  on the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Neta.ii S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
Bose. It has a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  that Netaji S u b h a s h  
C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  in the a i r  c r a s h  on 18th August, 1945 at 
T a ihoku. The M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  are, therefore, of 
the v i e w  that no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  be s e r v e d  by holding 
y e t  a n o t h e r  e n q u i r y  o r / b y  b r i n g i n g  the a s h e s  ba c k  to India 
at p r e s e n t  as this m i g h t  c r e a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  tensi o n s . "

The C C P A  a p p r o v e d  the p r o p o s a l  on 2 7 t h  February, 1991 
a n d  the m a t t e r  w a s  laid at rest,

(d) R e p o r t  of the J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  Office: In a note 
v e r b a l e  i s s u e d  by the J a p a n e s e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
to the E m b a s s y  of India in Japan, d a t e d  J a n u a r y  31, 1956, 
the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  f o r w a r d e d  a report- p r e p a r e d  b y  their 
M i n i s t r y  on the c a u s e  of d e a t h  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to 
late S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bose. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  report 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  the fa c t  tha

T n c 1u d e d  s e q u e n c e  of e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  to the sad d e m i s e  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bose, a l o n g  w i t h  rough s k e t c h  map of 
the air p o r t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  the Taip e i  A r m y  Hosp i t a l .  This 
r epo r t  wes t a k e n  in t o  a c c o u n t  b y  b o t h  S h a h  Naw a z  C o m m i t t e e  
a n d  K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n quiry,

U N I O N  C A B I N E T  D E C I S I O N  OF F E B R U A R Y  8, 1995

2. T h e  U n i o n  C a b i n e t  had c o n s i d e r e d  on F e b r u a r y  8. 1995, 
the q u e s t i o n  of b r i n g i n g  the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of N e taji 
S u b h a s h  Chandra B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to India, W h i l e  d e f e r r i n g  
a final d e c i s i o n ,  the C a b i n e t  d i r e c t e d  that the 
d e p e n d a b i l i t y  of the a r r a n g e m e n t s  in J a p a n  s h o u l d  be 
p r o p e r l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  that, a c o n t i n q e n c y  p l a n  for the p r o p e r  
u p k e e p  of the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h o u l d  be d r a w n  up, a n d  that 
o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  in T o k y o  be s p e c i f i c i a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to look 
i n t o  t h e s e  a s pects.

o n  A u g u s t  18, 1945 at
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3. The ashes are c u r r e n t l y  ke p t  in an urn on the right 
side of the m a i n  a l t a r  in the Renko.ii Temp l e  in the 
o u t s k i r t s  tbut w i t h i n  the city) of Tokyo' t;| ke a'Tl s h r i n e s  
in Japan, there is no s e c u r i t y  e x c e p t  what is e n s u r e d  by the 
reverence and respect, s h o w n  by the J a p a n e s e  towards 
religious places. T h e  s h r i n e  is not e x c l u s i v e l y  d e v o t e d  to 
the ashes of Netaji, a n d  is v i s i t e d  by w o r s h i p p e r s  who do 
not n e c e s s a r i l y  qo the r e  to pay respect to the ashes, 
S t r e n q t h e n i n g  of s e c u r i t y  is not likely to be. r e ceived 
kindly, as this is a p l a c e  of w o r s h i p  open to all. 
Furthermore, a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  from us c o u l d  well revive the 
o ccasional s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  the J a p a n e s e  that we s h o u l d  take 
the ash e s  to India.

4. The s h r i n e  is looked a f t e r  by Rev, Yasufumi Mochiz u k i .  
who s e  father was the p r i e s t  of the s h r i n e  ea r l i e r  and had 
p e r s o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  the a s h e s  from Taipei abo u t  50 y e a r s  ago. 
A m o n g s t  the list of m e m b e r s  of Neta.ii S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bo s e  
Academy, he is the youngest- a n d  is 55 yea r s  old. Rev. 
M o c h i z u k i  a p p e a r s  to be q u i t e  happy to c a r r y  on the work of 
l o oking after the a s h e s  a n d  has told our E m b a s s y  that he has 
no inte n t i o n  of d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  the full c o n s u l t a t i o n  
and ap p r o v a l  of Japanese, a n d  Indian Gov e r n m e n t s .  We d o n a t e  
Yen 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  annu a l l y ,  for the upkeep. It was felt that the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  be i n c r e a s e d  to Yen 1 million. 
As per P M ’s d i r e c t i v e  d a t e d  30t.h November, 19<?5, MEA

e s sed the p r o p o s a l  and have i n c r e a s e d  G o v e r n m e n t  of

n 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 / -  to Yen O n e  million.

P R E S S U R E  FOR R E M O V A L  OF A S H E S  TO INDIA

5. Our A m b a s s a d o r’s i m p r e s s i o n  is that su c h  p r e s s u r e  as 
there is, c o m e s  c h i e f l y  f r o m  the a s s o c i a t e s  of Neta j i  who 
are g r o w i n g  o l d e r  and who feel a pe r s o n a l  s e n s e  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the ashes. Th e y  feel that, a f t e r  them, 
there might- be n o b o d y  to p a y  p r o p e r  respect to the m e m o r y  of 
Netaji. Even w i t h i n  the group, the m a i n  p r e s s u r e  is from 
o ld e r  members, e s p e c i a l l y  Mr H avashi, S e c r e t a r y  of the Bose 
Academy. He is "in po o r  health. At the m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  on 
A u g u s t  19, 1994. Mr. H a v s h i  had s a i d  that that w o u l d  be the 
last me m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  "in k e e p i n g  wi t h  B u d d h i s t  t r a d i t i o n  
and pract i c e " .  While, it is not c l e a r  that there is any rule 
for d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of the m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  50 years, 
the y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s  a p p e a r  to be q u i t e  w i l l i n q  to c a r r y  on 
the m e morial s e r v i c e  a l t h o u g h  they w o u l d  all be h a p p y  to see 
N e t a j i’s a s h e s  r e p a t r i a t e d  to India wi t h  due h o n o u r  and 
c e r e m o n y .

annual c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the R e nkoji T e m p l e  in T o k y o

6. A m b a s s a d o r’s r e m a r k s  on the "present, a r r a n g e m e n t s "  a n d  
"pre s s u r e  for removal of a s h e s  to India" we r e  c o n v e y e d  to 
the Ho m e  S e c r e t a r y  by F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  in June, 1995.
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7. (a) The J a p a n e s e  F o r e i q n  O f f i c e  has a s k e d  us whether, 
in v i e w  of the f o r t h c o m i n q  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of N e t a j i’s 
d e a t h  a n d  the f o r t h c o m i n g  c e n t e n a r y  of his b i r t h f J a n u a r y  23, 
1997), we p r o p o s e  to take the a s h e s  b a c k  to India. Th i s  has 
b e e n  m o r e  in the n a t u r e  of an i n q u i r y  than a s u g g e s t i o n .  It 
is u n l i k e l y  that the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  w o u l d  do a n y t h i n g  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  us a n d  s e e k i n g  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e .

EAM ‘ S talks w i t h  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i n g  M i n i s t e r  Kono

(b) D u r i n g  E A M ’s v i s i t  to Japan, F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
Y o h e i o  K o n o  r e f e r r e d  to the v i s i t  of EAM to R e n k o j i  temp l e  
on 8 S e p t e m b e r ,  1995 a n d  s a i d  that t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  J a p a n e s e  
w h o  r e s p e c t e d  N e t a j i  Bose. T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  to the iss u e  of 
N e t a j i’s a s h e s  w a s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  o n e  not e s  that the 
p e o p l e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of the a s h e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  old. B u t  the 
i s s u e  r e m a i n s  u n r e s o l v e d .  FMYK s o u g h t  E A M ’s c a n d i d  
a s s e s s m e n t .  EAM r e p l i e d  that it was o n e  of the i s s u e s  w h i c h  
I nd i a  is a d d r e s s i n g ,  The c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of Neta j i  
w a s  f a l l i n g  n e x t  year. S o m e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  s p e c i a l l y  one 
of N e t a j i’s nephews, had r a i s e d  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to the 
t a k i n q  of a s h e s  to India. H e  b e l o n g s  to a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
w h i c h  d o e s  not b e l i e v e  that N e t a j i  d i e d  on that p a r t i c u l a r  
o c c a s i o n .  The G o v e r n m e n t’s e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  to a w a r d  the 
B h a r a t  R a t n a  to N e t a j i  p o s t h m o u s l y  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  in the 
c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d  that his d e a t h  had not b e e n  c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  At the s a m e  time, however, t h ere w a s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  INA v e t e r a n s ,  w h i c h  fee l s  
s t r o n g l y  that the a s h e s  s h o u l d  be kept in a m o n u m e n t  in 
I n d i a  d e d i c a t e d  to Netaji. We a r e  a l r e a d y  t a l k i n g  to them. 
T h i s  m o n t h  we a r e  a l s o  c o n t i n u i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  N e t a j i’s 
r e l a t i v e s  to r e s o l v e  the issue. Ind i a  is g r a t e f u l  to the 
J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  for p r o t e c t i n g  the a s h e s  for 
so long w i t h  rever e n c e .  FMYK s a i d  that m a n y  p e o p l e  in J a p a n  
h a v e  r e s p e c t  f o r  N e t a j i  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no i n c o n v e n i e n c e  in 
k e e p i n g  the a s h e s  here. H o w e v e r ,  he p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  that it 
w o u l d  be b e t t e r  to retu r n  the a s h e s  to his h o m e l a n d  and to 
his family. EAM s a i d  that I n d i a  w o u l d  g i v e  w e i g h t  to the 
v i e w s  of his d a u g h t e r  w h o  w a s  in f a v o u r  of t a k i n g  the a s h e s  
to India. In a n y  case, the i s s u e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to be 
r e s o l v e d  soon.

S T A N D  OF THE R U S S I A N  F O R E I G N  O F F I C E

8. In a no t e  v e r b a l e  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  27 the M i n i s t r y
of F o r e T g n  A f f a i r s  o? the R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n ,  i n f o r m e d  us 
that as a r e s u l t  of i n v e s t i q a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  out a t  the 
C e n t r a l  A r c h i v a l  C o l l e c t i o n  of the F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  
of R u ssia, a n d  the R u s s i a n  C e n t r e  for R e t e n t i o n  a n d  Perusal 
of D o c u m e n t s  of M o d e r n  H i s t o r y ,  no i n f o r m a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  
has c o m e  to light on the s t a y  of S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  on the 
t e r r i t o r y  of the f o r m e r  U S S R  in 194 5 a n d  in s u b s e q u e n t  
years.
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M E A ’S S U G G E S T I O N S

9. MEA s u g g e s t e d  that in v i e w  of the w i d e s p r e a d  sentiments 
N e t a j i’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  in 1997 s h o u l d  be b e f i t t i n g l y  
c o m m e morated, the a s h e s  s h o u l d  be b r o u g h t  back to India w i t h  
due respect a n d  honour. Th i s  a c t i o n  w o u l d  form p a r t  of the 
full p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of his role and c o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
I n d i a’s i n d e p e n d e n c e .  In d o i n g  so, the f o l l o w i n g  
p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n  w a s  envisa g e d :

i) P r o m o t i o n  of c o n s e n s u s  in f a v o u r  of b u r y i n g  the 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the a s h e s . .. p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  
and o t h e r s  to be d i s c r e e t l y  e n c o u r a q e d  to ma k e  st a t e m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  in P a r l i a m e n t ,  r e q u e s t i n g  the G o v e r n m e n t  to b r i n g  
back the ashes, or

ii) A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m m i t t e e  to 
c o m m e m o r a t e  N e t a j i’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  wi t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  w h o  w o u l d  gi v e  
a call for b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the late l e a d e r’s a s h e s  to India.

M H A ’S STAND

10. B a s e d  on the i n p u t s  r e c e i v e d  from M E A  a n d  IB, it was 
felt that if a d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n  to b r i n g  the a s h e s  b a c k  to 
India, c r e a t i o n  of f a v o u r a b l e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  will be a 
cr u c i a l  step in the r e a l i s a t i o n  of this objec t i v e .  S o m e  
m e m b e r s  of the B o s e  family, p a r t i c u l a r l y  Shri A m i y a  N a t h  
Bose, N e t a j i’s nephew, and i n d i v i d u a l s  like Prof S a m a r  G u h a  
and m e m b e r s  of the F o r w a r d  Bloc, a r e  not r e c o n c i l e d  to the 
fact that N e t a j i  d i e d  in the air c r a s h  at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be n e c e s s a r y  to take m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i’s 
f a m i l y  into c o n f i d e n c e  in the f i r s t  p l a c e  b y  c o n v i n c i n g  them 
of the g e n u i n e n e s s  of the ashes. The q u e s t i o n  of an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  m e m o r i a l  i n v o l v i n g  the mortal r e mains sha l l  al s o  
have to be a d d r e s s e d  in d u e  course.

PROPOSAL OF A S H I S  C . RAY OF CNN

11. A s h i s  C. R a y  of CNN, w h o  is the g r a n d s o n  of N e t a j i’s 
eld e r  brother, v i s i t e d  J a p a n  a b o u t  a year ago a n d  had met 
o f f i c i a l s  at the F o r e i g n  O f fice. On S e p t e m b e r  5, 1995, Shri 
Ray p r o p o s e d  to the Pri m e  M i n i s t e r ,  in a fax m e s s a g e ,  to 
d i r e c t  c o n d u c t i n g  of a DNA test w h i c h  may p r o v i d e  c o n c l u s i v e  
and i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  as to w h e t h e r  the 
a s h e s  at R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  a r e  N e t a j i’s or not. Further, he 
p r o p o s e d  that an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  team of experts, one of whom 
c o u l d  be f r o m  o u r  D N A  C e n t r e  at Hydera b a d ,  be "entrusted 
with the job w i t h  a s e t  of o b s e r v e r s  from the Bose family, 
the F o r w a r d  Block, a n d  s u c h  like". He s t a t e d  that a blood 
s a m p l e  c o u l d  be t a k e n  fr o m  a r e l a t i v e  and bone particles 
from the a s h e s  or a too t h  ( w h i c h  is l i kely to exist in the 
urn on the b a s i s  of a c l a i m  m a d e  by N e t a j i’s A D C  Col. 
H a b i b u r  R ahman), to c a r r y  o u t  the tests.
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Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  c l a i m e d  that he learnt in Nove m b e r ,  1995 
that Dr. T a n e y o s h i  Y o s h i m i  (The d o c t o r  w h o  a t t e n d e d  on 
Neta.ii S u b h a s h  B o s e  a f t e r  the p l a n e  c r a s h  on A u g u s t  18, 1945 
at Ta i h o k u )  was a l i v e  a n d  w i t h  the help of a J a p a n e s e  
c o l l e a g u e  i n t e r v i e w e d  him. In a p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  in the 
S t a t e s m a n  on 12.12.95. hr. A s h i s h  R a y  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  
that N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e  d i e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in a 
p l a n e  c r a s h  at T a i h o k u  on A u g u s t  18, 1945 and that Dr. 
Y o s h i m i  c o n f i r m e d  to him h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  the d e a t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e  of Neta.ii S u b h a s h  Bose.

V I E W S  OF N E T A J I ' S  D A U G H T E R

12. Ms. A n i t a  Pfaff, Neta.ii’s d a u g h t e r  f r o m  his G e r m a n  
wife, had v i s i t e d  D e lhi f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  
of the f a m i l y  a n d  b e e n  in t o u c h  w i t h  the J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  
in D e l h i  in F e b r u a r y  1995. S h e  h a d  al s o  w r i t t e n  to some 
a s s o c i a t e s  of N e taji, i n c l u d i n g  H ayashi. EAM m e t  her in 
G e r m a n y  in O c t o b e r  1995, D u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  EAM, she 
e x p r e s s e d  her w i l l i n g n e s s  to qo a l o n g  w i t h  the p r o p o s a l  of 
b r i n g i n g  ba c k  the a s h e s  to I n d i a  b u t  d i d  not a p p r o v e  of the 
D N A  test. ------ —~ ~  ~  ~

V I E W S  OF O T H E R  I M P O R T A N T  M E M B E R S  OF N E T A J I ' S  F A M I L Y

j 13. W h i l e  Dr. S i s i r  B o s e  s u p p o r t s  the idea of b r i n g i n g  ba c k  
the ashes. La t e  A m i y a  N a t h  Bose, N e t a j i’s n e p h e w  had be e n  

/ the m o s t  v o c i f e r o u s  s k e p t i c  of the air c r a s h  e p i s o d e  and 
[ had o p p o s e d  a n y  p r o p o s a l  of b r i n g i n g  ba c k  the ashes.

14. T h i s  i s s u e s  w i t h  the a p p r o v a l  of the E x t e r n a l  
A f f a i r s  M i n i s t e r .

( S a l m a n  H a i d a r )  
F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y
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N o , 2 5 / 4 / N G O  ( P t ) “ V o l . V
M i n i s t r y  o f  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s

S T A T E M E N T  OF I M P L E M E N T A T I O N  S C H E D U L E

Subject : P r oposal to b r i n g  the mortal remains of Netaji 
S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  from J a p a n  to India.

Gist of decision Projected benefits/results Time schedule or m a n n e r  
required of implementations/

reporting to C a b i n e t  
Secretariat

A decision is 
required to be 
taken urgently 
as to what is 
to be done with 
the mortal 
remains of 
Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose 
now kept in 
Renkoji Temple 
m  Japan.

To forestall a crisis in 
birth centenary year of 
Netaji in case India is 
asked to take charge of 
the mortal remains of 
Netaji by Japanese 
Government and /pressure 
groups of Bose Academy.

To be decided as per 
directions of the 
Cabi net

(SALMAN H A IDAR) 
F O REIGN S E C R E T A R Y



TTWJccl

9- 25 /4 /^
f=T̂ T Tf5fT5PT

#R5vT %  fetr feoqxfft

f^T: ĉn̂ ft ^  ^ 9  %  tfrf̂cf 3{cf̂ jt

^  ^TRR 3  f̂Rcf ^  ^  9 9 ^ f I

% f# t % 19 w f  £ M t f9 w  ^  fXT t  i ^ n  ^ r %
^rrf^r 3 icrM  %t wcc? «  ^  % f%rq % 9^% ffcff %t 3tk 3  ^spr 3trit w  t  \

% *r w ^ F T f f i g :  *trcT t  f% % t n fe  3^nM  ^

*fRcT ^tFt %! f ^ T ^  3̂ 1?T t  i % t p  9^9  ^  t  f% 39% ^r? t*9T ^Ptt 9 f t  T? 

]̂TTT[t q t 3cfl#  %t 9*lfcf ^  3^?9 9*919 I ^  *T 3  *?T 3 T tf^c f 3 9 tf5

19% feTT <J9FT ^ T  ^  t ,  f% ^ R  %  3T^HR# % 9 f^T  #  W91 3ft 3 k  399TF 99I9S9 # F  

9^1 ^cTT t  I 19% f ^ I  9^t 9 l| ^  fecFSR, 1995 *T 9TC9 % f ^ I  9 ^  %

9m ^  9? w  sn f% % f w  w  9 r£  t  f% %F#r % 91^9 ajcrsfa 999ft

9199 39% q fe R  %r 9t99T 39̂ 99 i 19% 3M9t 9 f  $ \  9*n99T t  f% 9fa 

3T9Snrft 9R9 99nft t  f% 9 f  % 9 !$ 9  3T93W %t 99F5FT 95T ^Tlftc9 T?W 9R

w i %  9if§fa %r 99ra^ ^r îftc-9 9^3 $  ?F̂ >rc w i t  9R9 %  ferr j n f ^  

9fr ft̂ ii i i9f?rq %  9i$9 ar^nM %  wfa % w% m  9R9T t, m  ^  *r Pi11̂  

# n  itnT i

fecq# : firf^RT ftq tsf 3 jft ^  f ^

I . % i^ l % t a  TflWI ÎFRTSlt ^  q f [  f3T[ t  I f t?  i# F ^ 1  3 ^  ^  19 WRT

9 ^ R T  f?RTR 5 tW  t  f% P̂TT % ^ 1  18 3 ^ ,  1945 %t WIjqM ^fcTF ^  
f3?T 3JI |

(^ j) W  9ffofcT %t %t ^  ^  ?1Rc! ?R=FR: ^  5 3T^f, 1956 %t # T  9^% T

i$ g ^  %; ?ft %t ^  s fc  ^  TK «TRcT 9^RR %t ftq tt ^T1 ^  m

9tqr m  «tf i iq fW ifM  j^% t ^  ^  #9 16 spi^t, 1945 % 3119̂ 19
3  W H  fTT ^  cnjqpr p feqr ^  f r j  3 ^  3̂9% W Z  ^T ^ T

W  9ftfcf 2 - I % 3 p c f ^  19 f ^ F ^  ^R 1[T f€  f% ĉTF t̂ %} f c j  18 3T^tT, 1945 %T 

f̂ fefTT % 9 R < ltf (3H5TFT) t  f t  ^  I Wratf% 9 ^ #  W  9^TR MR 3fk T ^ f.tp . iprr 3  19 R qtt 

tR  19cTf«R f%q ^  # F T  ^ 1  ^  19 t  3R?f9f% %t 3fo 3p^t



ara i*#  f t #  %  sft i w i%  w  3rht#  #  # #  ^  f t #  ^ t j f if?  w f t  wr*r <it f«n 
wr # sr ^ R  3 wipe f t #  ^ # pr wr fowi ?it i

(^ ) 3fiqfr: TOW *cft ^  TO r̂f W ÎFRT ^  fa  % F t % fa?R % Wit ii 
q>i t p  <ro3 sft w n  3T t̂ w3t f t  t ,  cwt ura^ it  sto srnt w $  % faq ^  t t r  

^  ^ $ t T^t t ,  w?t ^a?t | ^  ^ r ^ r  3 ^ fn ^  ^*p t ^  %  % *im  f t  ^  % wit $ i i  
* p i  1970 ^  ^  '*res#i ^ffsf spfm m w  fe n  «n i w  ^rtW T % t^nftfos 
o ra to r  t f t . t i .  ^ tg w  wst sn^jt5! ^  w r m  fa?rr t o  wr i ansfr ^ tr, wtf, 
«nt^¥, Rrtjc, R̂iftiwr, <sftn>ft f¥ra*iw sfc crrtwR to t o  ^  224 towT tt ^t r j  $\ 

(f^Rir 10c t$  TOf sft 3 # ^  t  f^pst f^ ? ii i i  ^pcira ^  ^  ^ )  1 srmfJi % %  rft *if 
w ft w r r  it  q ^ f t  3fk < 3 ^ r !  ^  ^itw * it $ \  1 3nwfr ^ f t  m; q fw r fa  t f t  

1?5 c n tftf ^  is snrca, 1945 ^  wpjwr ffe r r  ii g t 1 3 ?g f t #  ^c fwwrc
faWT «n TO 33% f t w t f  W5t <r#FR =R f?TWf ®TT I 3fiWft W?t f t #  TOI t f l  *1$ wntwif $  ^R g

w  3 fe w ,  1974 ^  ms % ^Rt *p?fr % ^  w  fan w  «tt i

( ^  sft ?ITf qWR ^R , ^  W I  ?RT pp%  ^  f t #  % Wit ^  ^ R # T  f^5T «5t 
^oT wrt fent 19 f̂r, 1966 %  t^p ^  ?pi ^ u [  |

t^ r  w  w  t  f ^  w f  W3T # #  % m  ? M t ir w r  % ^ t r  

^ .^ t .  ^  Rr ^R, 1945 $ Wf WcMI ^pfrfT T T ^  -«RFS-< T^Ef.f. trftRT WHTFS,

^  %  p w  t  #^ T T  ^  f ^ R F  ^  Wf 3TÎ r ftw Sfl fe Wf

^ r̂rcf x j^  «î r ^  f ^  ^  % wit ^  ^ r !  i i îfw wr% ^̂ tewî  wji w r ^ rn t i 3 F fft Wf 
^ifw ?p% M g  ^ i ? f W R ^ t f i ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ f  f t #  tt^  # f  ^  =Fi 

WRT 4t [̂XTj'ft I W f t #  TTcp jrfcT «TRcT ^  cTc*l*ta ?nW7R ¥ t (WI ?Tt f t f ^ t  
#  TTW ^  s?KcT % Pl^R» ^  WT W t o  W%, ^  f ^ t  % f^lWT Wit) #5f 4t I

^ T ^ R  ■gccTI 3FvR^ 1942-47’ %  J W 5 R  %  W R  fit WJ%FR 5RT w k  TTRFS^R 

Ŵ f f^H R̂I 27 wCt, 1978 W5T W5f I W7[ ^ J W  ^  Wttl t ’ ^  ^

stf^giiiR 3{ft ^tw ^  W^ anfewnft̂  fw r t ^  t  sfrc ^ ^ r^ t | f^  
3 ^P t WI^l ^tRT $ # R  ^? r t^R , ^  fg  % ^CR ciwr CSR?t ¥ *#0  % WT WCcT 

3 ^  w*rf if ^FTI^ w n 3Tf̂ Fltt % ^7 ii WTrfrcl ^  31^ TTcfi g [̂cR ’ f^ ftrg 3̂  ^  ^  ^

TTf^rr ’ if  18 3PFRT, 1945 ^  WRWR ffc T r m  f t o c  ^  faf> f̂ WT t  f ^

m  ^  1

35F ^rfWJ if  Wf #  W  t  f¥  1956 it  XP> M fc lf^ fe ^  ^ rn q  ^  3̂  «n

^  BT1WWR ^2 ? ir ^ ^ f ^ ^ l W r f W # ^ ^ T l W T ^ ? T  f l# %  ^31 WR WiT 3T t̂ ^  t f f  TJFRTO ’O 1

t  f?F t  a ik ^ l ^ R c f îw ir t  m F lfc rf^ w  % 3pq 67 ^WTft
f^Ft ’rwr̂ t ^  fexr ^nwr to «n, %  m  ^ sn^w^ q W t  ^«ir w ^  frf wiw^r

f̂ fejTT i i f t ^  I ^ W R ^ ^ i p f t  T̂RWiltt %  3Fff^ W?ft *ft ^  ^ff t, Wf^

aî rai 3̂r 3 to  ^  fc ^  ^  ?rw wfriw ^ w iw ? ffe n  ^  f t  ^  t
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f̂ rsr

m sFl wti f W  fan  % ^ff ■gcrTT 3TFrRW' % 3  t  3fft
cflfte 23 SPRrf t *Tf m  ^  ^TFT ^ p F S  %  I I arn̂ cT %  m  3ocTT t 3Fric[ W Z  ^9

^  §g 3  w r  for i

m  fftlT ^  fa  ^ . 3 t .  I^FT #  ^  t z  fe rn s ' % t ,  f̂ TT f a #  W1
%  ^  -$?$ ^  *4fan ^  t, c^t ^  % 31̂  facpr i?f© ^ ift

if ^  ^  i

(^) $1 5?T 3  3 Sf̂RFcf, 1977 #RfSff if ^  tj^pf tpjf ^ r ;  ^  ^  3F|^? fa?T 

stt f% w  % i #  %  w  ^  r̂q ĵ ; 3  ^rN %  fexr xjcp # f  3n#i

^  ^  I w  5KtPT ^  1977 if m  1978 ^ ^  f ^ R  #  ^ f  ft ^  I 28 3TW, 1978 

3 ^ ^  ftr 3^r: m  fa^ srr i

■3?n# ^  ^  ^ r ^ i r  % f̂ rq im % sfoFf is s tw , 1945 

c fiW f sN it f^ fft l ^ f  if fc*r ^  % # ;  % ^  ^  t  - w #
^  ^  «r=ff̂ T ^ f 3^qr^n % îfecf #?fct srcr m  m  w  3^  ^iqra*f 

% t^nfagcf 5=2TP Î $\ ^ t . it .  Sfff SfS^^T if TTefj ^ % f  '5fpEf 3TT#I ms 1 vw<$
3 p c f ftq lt 3 cptt ?ft ^  |?5 ^  ^ r :  ^  zw<m «ji ?iw ^  f t  ^  ftqfef if ^ r ji^  

ipr f̂ fscp f̂ ^  WRPHRn % WT if 'C|#tT 5W I T f̂ t  cM W ?1 % w i t  *T

f ¥ ^ r  W r ^ ’ ^  t  I 3fr5 c ir^ l# r W it t  ^ T l^ f  fe ? it ^ f ^ f  f t
w  I  1 3?t w i3#  m  f̂ rnfcFTt 3 k  fc p ji Bfit ^  fTT ^  «n?r ^  ^  if
f&FRt ^ e  t  fa  ^ l^ t  Pf1̂  t  I W IT  f̂? *f^Ef t  fa  3ftT

^  JPfl̂ T Ĥ r f>TT I g^  t  fa  ^  19 ^ i^ f  ^  ^  JIT ift
TfH%f for apri ĵ- cnfiRf ^  ^  |

ig% Ŵ ffcT Jft. ^T  ^ m  T̂FRf t  f^qi I ^  JIT ^?T if ^

WtW :

'3fR if M H #  2R an«!R q ft ^T T  ^Tffa Tthf t p  gfeff J3n 

if ^  ^  ^R r^ r ^  w  % #»ft >̂t 3fk #  ani^ farjr w\ ^  ^  jpng
IfT 8H fa 3ltof^F ^  qr Ĉ JT ^PT^t cfft ^  ^cTI# ^  p  ^ c f  faTT ^̂hxt'

T̂NFT if ^ faH t #5R; if 3jcf^t q>t HWlPTOT % f̂K if ^  5TR 3f^

arfJpifa $ fa ^mr if 3Tq^q %  #  %  %  t\ t ^ n  fa ^ w &  ^

w  t fa ^ if ^  sik ^  ^t j f m m  ?ifr faqf t 1 wrtfa m  w  w  qr

fa ^  p i  STO ^ T  if *rp^ %  #  5^T 33TCT w  2ff ^Efat SfTOfr %  f a ^  %

qfttf^Tf if if ^ t - 1̂  ^  sft zfo 3 ^  ^  ^ tt ^  a im  Hfr far ^
fa^ ^  3TFT̂»T 5TO # t  ^  ^  ^1 sn^WRff Jf^T tl I 1 ? ^  l̂ f TfT# ^  ^ffaf^T 

IFPWcR* ^nwt tf* gftfcf % M^f JErtFf ^  w  T©T W  an I



H. 2 5 / «ft. 3fr. j ^ T ^  go'g-q’m  

tc'c.r51 JE.TPTO

"^cT T ^ t 3Tf 3TTH rftJT 3 n *i q r f t f o  a ft rTTn ®T S T W  S-TTqTTSh
c. v

>j q | j  H3fT £ i §5} rJvIT ?fr ?M T O  lF£ sft?: ^  aftn %  ?"sf« $  tfgrl eft (ft

^ T T  g-fa iPTT el SS T^hfiTT “f W  d T  33-T & 1%  muT 5|ft g#rt| ^  sftft Wt
\ B  V l

Vfq 18 3FlTrL i 9U5 cfft Q H ^ T R  cTEfê iT %  ftTlttv I SfffcW 51 ESTcTOc \5 V £ > V C  V D V t  ^

$T  tb g T T  % f«f> W  ^T T  t ^ T  SITU giTcJl H M l  § fi iTCH 2R% P T ftfe  '<fft 

3TITn qfftTi cTT^ %  cjfts th^si crafts S n  ndf s W  W f f t i  5?$f 3 F T m ? ^  r R T g  

V q T  Eft HW I T  %  I ” 

JTfsragrf ofr rr^Ttfri^ i t T w f  gft frftfh n 2 1  ^ < c t r t 1991 sft e h  crrcTnu 

S>T jfnVtcTR fcfiUT UT 3 fR  §H  STT-un cfft ?i^TCci T ?  ffe .T  TOT M TI
VO

m  uimin %  f h b i  3> T *,TfW J £ T _ f

Gj-RTn *  f a h l  ^ T fW  &TTT G ijq in  $  fF U fl -T R n  >> W g r iT liT H  q ft S T ^ ft 

3 1 GRqfr, 1956 %  nft? Q T m  1.1X1 fcfqal qTTlrfppj n FcU (fhll r4 ^  sfto ilft £ r S

cjft- g ^ s  out rff?k*tft ar^ w e f t  q'< i n  ifeTrra f a n r  w  freft£ *fcift sfri 

w h  GiTtr ftpfti $  5 t h  s-fr grrfr.-rr ui 1%  ktT^-fr gani ^  5 ^  is arnm

I9H5 *fft HTS 7 g«f | |  u t I go fwftif $  3FS STT ft ft H T q - H T q  nciT 3ft PJll! 

slftFi 9>1' c QQ ifr5-! o tJr3̂ lT$7-i 3FT? Ec-iTlf jE s , R'TO^-iTn H U T  cTT^TTlfv> c. \0

jTfVflTFI %  cpT Vb ' M \ m  SITItRpT UT\ §?i flVV c  O T  3TH? H f n f H  nUI

q^TfriT vrfa m Y ^ I  cJ^nT ti P  f d W T  M T !

8 Q>\tFi, 1995 $T % - ^  im Tif̂ .flsPl 5T fn<fc

2 . V^jjtn Jrfaifepi ^  8 tRqfr, 1995 ^  ^cTT^t m i v  ^  %  qrfifc 

^  GlTCFT^ 3-1TW cTT̂ I 'flUn q T  'fhiTTT 1%SfT ?TI I 3ffcW tn^P? STTrirfnn

^  f ^ i  f q T T  q T  1%  GITq-R q ^ y f  grt 'ft^g'nT^crr ?f| HirffefcT 5ifa
vo ’ w ^

S t  utT? 3fTT ?4B 1%  qTiife 3J Q W f  srftfrl TZ3TZrra %  f e w  W  3f W f F T ^  ift^TT r W T T  

qfr 5iT¥,nqT Ug  "ftj ^  T T ^ c T  ^  "ffetlEI 3Rfttj fpi,T 5lTv -ft ^

W i t  Ten5ff Iv>

^ c f c l ^  cHq7yT

3 . criffe C ^ i q  e W r  %  rrs-fr g r n %  ^ H m r ^  m ?  ^ W r s f r  i r t e  5 ^ 3  hift 

%  5 T f # i  n < ^  ^  arfVy f?f,i fi* | ?  %‘i s m n ^  ^  :-r^ «rft ^ t  7 ^  ^  rrffrt 

g g f  qT  ^  HTb.1T £ m T %  t  q ^ f l  v iW T fW  S’TTT U T fife  7 ? T T ^  <FT F ^ T ^ i 

3f|-T W 5 T  f^ ^ T  5ITTTI* 1 1 US JGiT rMR 3FFT: c-T >  MnTGfr ^  q rO fe  3 H ^ jf  ^  f n t

TOfcfrT T e f % HUT 5r« g«IT TM fl ^  3 H 'i p T >  o ^T T ^T  % fs W  CBT q r f t fe  w k l  
% q’fci 3fT^T i- lfp  ^ '< 5  ^ fn T  3TT3?W  ^efT  % I §H  ® ^T T ^ n  HT£JT m T ToU I T

^  f T O T  5iT H^cTT 1  Tfltff%f US V95 Ulfife ?UPI %  ^  HvfT >  f r W  drTT |3TT e I 

gH?> SfclfVOrT e3-! ^iiT9 cfV SHfi ^TCTTfnyY ^ T T T  fWC 

rfc H$Tq S ^ i  f® Efl ^ T f *  ^ w Y  c l  3tT?f5 >T -iT? I
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„ \ L ^  1 ^ S 7  m rm
r*\ ■

u. Sh qrjiT T m  w t bam ft \u  irra w r tfe £ -ft err qre>r sp
C> NO V> O

?qrf $  c R T T f  t* 3 H T  q efr <T3Tfi Q ^  Efq cTT^tft ft cftr P"? cn"ftfev? o*

3fc$lEl fiT? ?4I H^Ttl I p f  % FicfrVt <ft P^ft *1 P§^i WH 3Ji % ef 3^P T

3 ^  ^5 C?A % I V q .^ T P W t h Y -T Y ^ ' 9m s^R T rf ^ T  <3Sfr Y ?Y/ " \5 V»

t? 3 -cT Y  gJ-,T\ quT&Tfi ScTTTT 1  “f t  W f ^ T  jfTZ ^ T u fh T  P ^ l f f  % vr[T \§  tftX
C'

^ i  5n Y - ft- it t f t ’J grnf *Y w r  net 1 1 m m  crrfSfc m^ff % mxim  
~ w f m  60 0,000  * r  g r f i f e  snr^ I n  e  i s s  nsP tf' f e r  to t  fY  im  qY w R  ^Y

I fv il^W n cW ^fT ^iT  51TOI ^ WT-i JTsfT % 30 Rg'CWY, 1995 % f^&iTgFTTT 1%c.;?I 

jfe'TnS Y S>FI ^ITTIrf PT qTRfciTs <ft % 3fTT S=t~qrHt. -i Y ^Y  «tY tfftefT YY 3-UTcT PW TT 

9>T q 'T ftfe liY ^Iqln 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  ^ R  Y WgT 3i? I 1 tffp £ R  ^ R  3u  f f e T  s  I 

VclTufr % P T f^ q  jigVttff $Y WTTrf rfTn q"? §oT

5. e?P.TY IT^cT ^T ^TRnT % 1% Ya'f 53T5 '̂T Y YulvifT % Ffl̂ rt̂ TT '!f t  ST^rf
?e e ^Y gl> eYn viT Te e 3iT< ^  PTTftfe Y ^ r f  3 W -Y /c ^ fT O  f ^ c u tr
fWUrf t l  q w n ^ i 1  -fti 3 ^ #  5T 5 % T S ft o - f e r  cfef aT err ?rY t ^  .

T6-;,TI ncTT^il % H g ^ Y t^ T  % r^H  - f t  ^  3 f f ^  m\~$L HcTF  ̂ e 2 F ? t jf tT  r  

sTiTT SiT r^ T  % fq ^ J  ?CT r $t mTlft ? t  ft?  r ^ Y  Wttf T'lctft o TTftig 

—̂  I JntfTT TcfTTtTi cffq; ^ e i' u I i 93TJTFrf, 1994 ^nV fiW P f fff^ H  % 31qHT

sfr sn T ? f t n 9>&t m  c rT w rrr  :# <  % a p i s i r  m v z  m  srfcw

pfgyt eVfl'i ^Tef %  1 %  50 q^i %  ^i^fTiirF JTfWT ^ Y  9>T^

r r  ^ Y f  f ^ T f  l i  j e f t t r  w t m  1  m j  W f r o F r  ^ T f r  ^

Wen gvEjffi e STtTTf^ nflT^Y % 3TqW f ^Y j f u t f  ?TFITR 3rT7 " O T T T tl Y FTU

3-lT I^ 5‘YCT¥ 5;Tn q J-fT 3 ^ f  ^ o ^ if lT  gY^fYl
6. "qcfjrr̂ i o t t " X R  " q T ^ cq 3 m ^ Y  ® Y  ^r ? n  >i q r Y  Y  f < w  c^TcfMY  p t i  ^

Tr^urT gfr 3FrrftFm iY  Y '^pi, 1995 ^  Yhqwi P,f;ra i t t t  j e  frfYrq ^Y jiq Jin ? ;< r "fb^T

m r  m i

5irq-x-i %  t^.asi m r m  %

7\

7 . ^ 1  q x t m  Y  f a ^ i  m i m  >  ^  t o t  %  -ft w  ^ffTsft r r  so^ff tprrffrfa

rltJT 3n5T  5 i(1Tscfl'|23 Gj^qTT, l9 9 7 |q iY  e¥ 3nR¥Y 3 rf? ^cT  3-1TTf! QTCfP pT 
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NOTE FDR THE CABINET

S u b j e c t  : Pr o p o s a l  to b r i n q  the mortal remains of 
Neta.ii S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  Bose fr o m  J a p a n  to 
I n d i a .

The mortal r e m a i n s  of Neta.ii a r e  now kept in the B o s e  
A c a d e m y  in Tokyo. The p r e s s u r e  to return the a s h e s  c o m e s  
c h i e f l y  from the a s s o c i a t e s  of Netaji, who are q r o w i n q  older 
and who feel a p e r s o n a l  s e n s e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the 
ashes. They feel that aft e r  them, there miq h t  be n o b o d y  to 
pay p r o p e r  r e spect to the m e m o r y  of Netaji. Even w i t h i n  the 
q r o u p , the m a i n  p r e s s u r e  is f r o m  o l d e r  members, e s p e c i a l l y  
Mr. H a y a s h i , S e c r e t a r y  of the B o s e  Academy, w h o  is in poor 
health. Besides, F o r e i q n  M i n i s t e r  Y. Kono d u r i n q  his 
m e e t i n q  with EAM in S e p t e m b e r  1995, had c o n v e y e d  that he 
p e r s o n a l l y  felt that it w o u l d  be b e t t e r  to return the a s h e s  
to his h o m e l a n d  a n d  to his family. In addition, t h ere is a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  that India m a y  be a s k e d  by the B o s e  A c a d e m y  to 
take c h a r g e  of the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of Netaji. It w o u l d  not 
be p o s s i b l e  for India to r e f u s e  to take p o s s e s s i o n  of the 
mortal remains. T h e r e f o r e ,  a d e c i s i o n  is r e q u i r e d  to be 
taken u r g e n t l y  as to w h a t  is to be d o n e  wi t h  these mortal 
remains.

B A C K G R O U N D  NO T E  : V A R I O U S  R F P O R T S  AND O P P O S I T I O N  TO
C O N C L U S I O N S  D R A W N
1. N e t a j i’s d e a t h  is an i s s u e  s u r c h a r q e d  w i t h  

emotions. The iss u e  of w h e t h e r  he a c t u a l l y  d i e d  in the 
p l a n e  c r a s h  of A u q u s t  18. 1945. at Taihoku. has b e e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  by s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

(a) S h a h  Nawaz C o m m i t t e e  Report: In res p o n s e  to a 
p u b l i c  demand, the G o v e r n m e n t  of Ind i a  a p p o i n t e d  a 3 - m e m b e r  
c o m m i t t e e  on April 5, 1956. "to i n q u i r e  into and r e port to 
the G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  on the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n c e r n i n q  the 
d e p a r t u r e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  fr o m  B a n q k o k  a b o u t  
the 16th Auqust. 1945, his a l l e q e d  d e a t h  as a r e sult of an 
a i r c r a f t  a c cident, a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  therewith". 
The C o m m i tteee. by a m a j o r i t y  of 2:1. ca m e  to the c o n c l u s i o n  
that Netaji d i e d  in the a i r  c r a s h  at T a ihoku (Taiwan) o n  
A u g u s t  18. 1945. W h i l e  S / S h r i  S h a h  Nawaz Khan a n d  S.N, 
Maitra, s i q n e d  the report, Shri S u r e s h  C h a n d e r  B o s e  
d i s a q r e e d  w i t h  this c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  a d i s s e n t i n g  
report. A l t h o u g h  the r e p o r t  of the C o m m i t t e e  w a s  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e v a l u e d  b y  th i s  dis s e n t ,  the m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  
was a c c e p t e d  by the G o v e r n m e n t .



(b) K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of Inquiry: In v i e w  of 
w i d e s p r e a d  f e e l i n g  a m o n g st the p u b l i c  that the p r o b l e m  of 
f i n d i n g  the t r u t h  a b o u t  N e t a j i’s d e a t h  sti l l  remains, and 
the r e  has b e e n  a p e r s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  for a f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  
in t o  the matter, the C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t e d  on J u l y
11, 1970, o n e - m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  in t o  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  
of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bose, S h r i  G.D. Khosla, retired 
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  of P u n j a b  H i g h  Court, was a p p o i n t e d  as sole 
member. T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  Japan, Burma, Thailand, 
S i n g a p o r e ,  M a l a y s i a ,  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a n d  T a i w a n  a n d  e x a m i n e d  
2 2 4  w i t n e s s e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  e x a m i n e d  abr o a d ) ,  A lar g e  
n u m b e r  of f i l e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  the 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  The C o m m i s s i o n  a r r i v e d  at the 
s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  that N e t a j i  d i e d  in the air c r a s h  at T a i h o k u  
on A u g u s t  18, 1945, T h e  C a b i n e t  c o n s i d e r e d  this repo r t  and 
a c c e p t e d  the f indings, T h e  r e p o r t  of the C o m m i s s i o n ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  the m e m o r a n d u m  of a c t i o n  t a k e n  thereon, w a s  la i d  on the 
T a b l e  of b o t h  the H o u s e s  of P a r l i a m e n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3, 1974,

c) E x t r a c t  of a l e t t e r  d a t e d  19 th June,.19 6 6  w r i t t e n
by S h a h  Naw a z  Khan, M. P to the then F o r e i g n  
S e c r e t a r y  Shri S. D u t t  a b o u t  C o l . F i g g e s s’s report

D u r i n g  the c o u r s e  of his e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  the S h a h  Naw a z  
C o m m i t t e e  in Tokyo, o n e  Col. J.G, F i g g e s s  is r e p o r t e d  to 
h a v e  s t a t e d  in S e p t e m b e r  1945 t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  in 
S e p t e m b e r  1945 fr o m  e i t h e r  the H e a d q u a r t e r s  of S u p r e m e  
A l l i e d  C o m m a n d e r  S,F. A s i a  C o m m a n d ,  K a n d y  or the D i r e c t o r  of 
M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  India, a s k i n g  him to c a r r y  out 
e n q u i r i e s  in T o k y o  a n d  F o r m o s a  to a s c e r t a i n  the t r u t h  a b out 
the s t o r y  of the d e a t h  of Neta.ii S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bose. 
T h e s e  e n q u i r i e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  by him a n d  Col, F i q q e s s  was 
p o s i t i v e  that a c o p y  of this r e p o r t  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  
the B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t .  H e  has a l s o  sent, a c o p y  of his 
r e port to the then G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a ( e i t h e r  the D i r e c t o r  
of M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  G H Q  I n dia or the D i r e c t o r  of 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Branch, N e w  D e lhi.

H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r’s r e f e r e n c e  d a t e d  2 7 t h  Febr u a r y ,  1^78 
to L o r d  M o u n t b a t t e n  a f t e r  the. p u b l i c a t i o n  of the c l a s s i f i e d  
d o c u m e n t  c a l l e d  “The  T r a n s f e r  of P o w e r s  1 942-47", Lord 
M o u n t b a t t e n  s t a t e d  the f o l l o w i n g  ”My  a r c h i v e s  ha v e  be e n  
s e a r c h e d  a n d  t h e r e  is no o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  of his d e a t h  a n d  I 
k n o w  that this d o u b t  w a s  s h a r e d  by W a v e l l  h i m s e l f  b u t  in a 
b o o k ,“The  End of the War in A s i a "  by L o u i s  Allen, w h o  s e r v e d  
as a J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  o f f i c e r  in Ind i a  a n d  B u r m a  d u r i n g  and 
at the e n d  of the war, he d e s c r i b e d  in d e t a i l  the a i r  c r a s h  
on the 18th A u g u s t  1945 in w h i c h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  died.



In this book he a l s o  s t a t e s  that in 1956 a m i s s i o n  was 
se n t  to J a p a n  to e n q u i r e  into the c r a s h  a n d  a l t h o u g h  Sure s h  
Bose still stuck to the b e l i e f  that, his b r o t h e r  was ali v e  in 
the S o v i e t  Union, o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of the m i s s i o n  were 
c o n v i n c e d  by the e v i d e n c e  of the 67 w i t n e s s e s  who were 
called, that he had d i e d  in the crash. The f a c t  that he has 
never s u r f a c e d  any w h e r e  to my k n o w l e d q e  m a k e s  it appe a r  
mo r e  than ever c l e a r  he was in fact k i l l e d  in the crash.

The letter you q u o t e  f r o m  Vol. V I  of "The Tra n s f e r  of 
Power" is d a t e d  the 2 3 r d  A u g u s t  but it is reply to a letter 
w r i t t e n  on the 11th A u g u s t  b y  Sir Evan Jenkins, that is, 
s e v e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  C h a n d r a  B o s e ’s death.

H . V . Hodson. a u t h o r  of “The  G r e a t  Divide", a p p e a r s  to
a c c e p t  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  the d e a t h  of C h a n d r a  Bose, a n d  he
had a c c e s s  to the p a p e r s  in m y  a r c h i v e s  wh e n  p r e p a r i n q  to 
w r i t e  his book.

d ) Shri S a m a r  Gu h a  m o v e d  a M o t i o n  in Lok S a b h a  on 
A u g u s t  3, 1977. u r q i n g  the Government, to set up a 3 - m a n  
c o m m i s s i o n  for c o n d u c t i n g  a f r e s h  i n q u i r y  into the m y s t e r y  
of the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Neta.ii.The m o t i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  at 
lenqth in 1977 a n d  a l s o  in 1978. On the 28t.h August, 1978 
the Prime M i n i s t e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  in the d e b a t e  o bserved:

"There have b e e n  two e n q u i r i e s  into the report of the 
d e a t h  of Neta.ji S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  in the a i r - c r a s h  on 
18th August, 19 4 5  at T a i h o k u  a i r f i e l d  d u r i n g  his air- 
j o urney to M a n c h u r i a ,  o n e  by a C o m m i t t e e  p r e s i d e d  ov e r  
by M a j , G e n e r a l  S h a h  Nawaz Khan a n d  the s e c o n d  by a one- 
man C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  h e a d e d  by Shri G.D. Khosla, 
retired J u d g e  of the P u n j a b  H i g h  Court. The m a j o r i t y  
report of the f i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  Shri K h o s l a  held the 
report of the d e a t h  as true. S i n c e  then, r e a s o n a b l e  
d o u b t s  have b e e n  c a s t  o n  the c o r r e c t n e s s  of the 
c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in the two r e ports a n d  v a r i o u s  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in the t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  
have been noticed. S o m e  f u r t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f f i c i a l  
d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d s  have a l s o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e .  In the 
light of tho s e  d o u b t s  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and those 
records G o v e r n m e n t  fi n d  it d i f f i c u l t  to a c c e p t  that the 
e a r l i e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  d e c i s i v e .  At the s a m e  time 
G o v e r n m e n t  f e e l s  that no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  be s e r v e d  
by h a ving a n y  f u r t h e r  i n quiry. I hope that in the 
light of this s t a t e m e n t  m y  Hon. f r i e n d  will w i t h d r a w  
his motion".

T h e r e a f t e r  Prof. G u h a  w i t h d r e w  his motion. W h i l e  d o i n g  
so he d e c l a r e d  in the House:

"Today, I c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  my g r a t i t u d e  to the Prime 
M i n i s t e r  b e c a u s e  tod a y  e n d s  a c r u s a d e  that in my humb l e  
way I was t r y i n g  to conduct, on b e half of the p e o p l e  of 
India at lea s t  to see that o f f i c i a l l y  and l e qally 
N e taji is not d e c l a r e d  dead".

- 3 -
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The question of authenticity of the ashes kept in the 
Renkoji Temple in Japan as those of Neta.ii Subhash Chandra 
Bose remained inconclusive. As indicated by the then Prime 
M inister in the House the Government did not contemplate any 
fresh enquiry into the matter. It was, however, found that 
the point raised by Shri Guha in the speech in the House had 
been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the context of 
the Khosla Commission findinqs and no fresh grounds 
requiring further investigations by a new commission had 
been advanced by him. The matter was, therefore, placed 
before the CCPA with the followinq proposal:

"The issue of N e t a j i’s death and bringinq of ashes to 
India is surcharqed with emotion. We have already had two 
enquiries on the d i s appearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, It has already been a c cepted that Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose died in the air c r ash on 18th Auqust, 1^45 at 
Taihoku. The Ministry of Home Affairs are. therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by holding 
vet another enquiry or/by bri n g i n g  the ashes back to India 
at present as this might create unnecessary tensions."

The CCPA.approved the proposal.on.27th F e b r u a r y ,.1991
and the matter was laid at rest.

(d) Report of the Japanese Forejqn Office: In a note 
verbale issued bv the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to the Embassy of India in Japan, dated January 31, 1956, 
the Foreign Office forwarded a report prepared bv their 
Min i s t r y  on the cause of death and other matters related to 
late Subhash Chandra Bose. The investigation report 
inco r p o r a t e d  the fact that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died 
on August 18, 1945 at 7 PM. The report, inter alia, 
included s e quence of events leading to the sad demise of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, along with rough sketch map of 
the airport, aircraft, and the Taipei Army Hospital. This
report w e s .taken into a c c o u n t.by b o t h.Shah.N a w a z.Committee
and Khosla Commission of Inquiry.

UNION CABINET DECISION OF FEBRUARY 8,.1995

2. The Union Cabinet had c o n s i d e r e d  on February 8, 19<?5. 
the q u estion of brinqinq the mortal remains of Netaji 
S u b h a s h  Chandra Bose from Japan to India. While deferring 
a final decision. the C a b inet dir e c t e d  that the 
d e p e n d a b i l i t y  of the arr a n g e m e n t s  in Japan should be 
properly e x amined and that a c o n t i n g e n c y  plan for the proper 
u pkeep of the mortal remains should be drawn up, and that 
o ur Ambassador in Tokyo be s p e c i f i c i a l l y  requested to look 
into these aspects.



PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS

3. The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the right 
side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the 
outskirts (but within the city) of Tokvo. Like all shrines 
in Japan, there is no security except what is ensured by the 
reverence and respect shown by the Japanese towards 
religious places. The shrine is not exclusively devoted to 
the ashes of Netaji, and is visited by worshippers who do 
not necessarily go there to pay respect to the ashes. 
Strengthening of security is not likely to be received 
kindly, as this is a place of worship open to all. 
Furthermore, any suggestion from us could well revive the 
occasional sugaestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India.

4. The shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi M o c h i r u k i , 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had 
personally brought the ashes from Taipei about 50 years ago. 
Amongst the list of members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy, he is the youngest and is 55 years old. Rev. 
Mochizuki appears to be quite happy to carry on the work of 
looking after the ashes and has told our Embassy that he has 
no intention of doing anything without the full consultation 
and approval of Japanese and Indian Governments. We used to 
donate Yen 600,000 annually, for the upkeep. It was felt 
that the contribution could perhaps be increased to Yen 1 
million. As per P M’s directive dated 30th November, 1995. 
MEA processessed the proposal and have increased Government 
of I n d i a’s annual contribution to the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo from Yen 600,000/- to Yen One million.

PRESSURE FOR REMOVAL OF ASHES TO INDIA

5. Our A m b a s s a d o r’s impression is that such pressure as 
there is, comes chiefly from the associates of Netaji who 
are growing older and who feel a personal sense of 
responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them, 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure is from 
older members, especially Mr. H a v a s h i , Secretary of the Bose 
Academy. He is in poor health. At the memorial service on 
August 19, 1994. Mr. Hayshi had said that that would be the 
last memorial service “in keepina with Buddhist tradition 
and p r a c t i c e”. While it is not clear that there is any rule 
for discontinuance of the memorial service after 50 years, 
the younger members appear to be quite willing to carry on 
the memorial service although they would all be happy to see 
N e t a j i’s ashes repatriated to India with due honour and 
ceremony.

6. A m b a s s a d o r’s remarks on the "present arrangements'* and 
“pressure for removal of ashes to I n dia” were conveyed to 
the Home Secretary by Foreign Secretary in June, 1995.



VIEWS OF JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE

7. (a) The Japanese Foreiqn Office has asked us whether, 
in view of the forthcoming 50th anniversary of N e t a j i’s 
death and the forthcoming cente n a r y  of his birth(January 23, 
1997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been more in the nature of an inquiry than a s u g q e s t i o n . It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do anything 
without consulting us and seek i n g  our concurrence.

E A M’S talks with Japanese Foreing Minister Kono

(b) During E A M’s visit to Japan, Foreign Minister 
Yoheio Kono referred to the visit of EAM to Renko.ii temple 
on 8 September, 1995 and said that there were many Japanese 
who respected Netaji Bose. The background to the issue of 
N e t a j i’s ashes was better und e r s t o o d  when one notes that the 
people taking care of the ashes are getting old. But the 
issue remains unresolved. FMYK sought E A M’s candid 
assessment. EAM replied that it was one of the issues which 
India is addressing. The cente n a r y  celebration of Netaji 
was falling next year. Some family members, specially one 
of N e t a j i’s nephews, had raised strong objection to the 
taking of ashes to India. He belongs to a political party 
which does not believe that Netaji died on that particular 
occasion. The G o v e r n m e n t’s ea r lier decision to award the 
Bharat Ratna to Netaji posthm o u s l y  was c h a llenged in the 
court on the ground that his death had not been clearly 
established. At the same time, however, there was an 
important section including INA veterans, which feels 
s trongly that the ashes sho u l d  be kept in a monument in 
India dedicated to Netaji. We are already talking to them. 
This month we are also con t i n u i n g  discussion with N e t a j i’s 
relatives to resolve the issue. India is grateful to the 
Japanese Government and people for p r o tecting the ashes for 
so long with reverence. FMYK sa i d  that many people in Japan 
have respect for Netaji and there was no inconvenience in 
keeping the ashes here. However, he personally felt that it 
would be better to return the ashes to his homeland and to 
his family. EAM said that India would give weight to the 
views of his daughter who was in favour of taking the ashes 
to India. In any case, the issue was e x pected to be 
resolved soon.

STAND OF THE RUSSIAN FOREIGN OFFICE

8. In a note verbale dated October 27, 1995, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the R u s s i a n  Federation, informed us 
that as a result of i n vestigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal S ecurity Service 
of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal 
of Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever 
has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the 
territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent 
yea r s .
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MEA 5 S SUGGESTIONS

9. MEA suggested that in view of the widespread sentiments 
N e t a j i’s birth centenary in 1997 should be befittingly 
commemorated, the ashes should be brought back to India with 
due respect and honour. This action would form part of the 
full public recognition of his role and contribution to 
I n d i a’s independence. In doing so, the following 
preparatory action was envisaged:

i) Promotion of consensus in favour of buryinq the 
controversy and bringing back the ashes... public figures 
and others to be discreetly encouraged to make statements, 
including in Parliament, reauesting the Government to bring 
back the ashes, or

ii) Alternatively, establishment of a committee to 
commemorate N e t a j i’s birth centenary with participation of 
public figures of various political opinions who would give 
a call for bringing back the late l e a d e r’s ashes to India.

M H A’ S STAND

10. Based on the inputs received from MEA and IB, it was 
felt that if a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 
India, creation of favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amiya Nath 
Bose, N e t a j i’s nephew, and individuals like Prof Samar Guha 
and members of the Forward Bloc, are not reconciled to the 
fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. It 
would, therefore, be necessary to take members of N e t a j i’s 
family into confidence in the first place by convincing them 
of the genuineness of the ashes. The question of an 
appropriate memorial involving the mortal remains shall also 
have to be addressed in due course.

PROPOSAL OF ASHIS C. RAY OF CNN

11. Ashis C. Ray of CNN, who is the grandson of N e t a i i’s 
elder brother, visited Japan about a year ago and had met 
officials at the Foreign Office. On September 5, 1995, Shri 
Ray proposed to the Prime Minister, in a fax message, to 
direct conducting of a DNA test which may provide conclusive 
and incontrovertible scientific evidence as to whether the 
ashes at Renkoji Temple are N e t a j i’s or not. Further, he 
proposed that an international team of experts, one of whom 
could be from our DNA Centre at Hyderabad, be "entrusted 
with the job with a set of observers from the Bose family, 
the Forward Block, and such like". He stated that a blood 
sample could be taken from a relative and bone particles 
from the ashes or a tooth (which is likely to exist in the 
urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's ADC Col. 
Habibur Rahman), to carry out the tests.



Mr. Ashish Rav claimed that he learnt in November, 1995 
that. Dr. Taneyoshi Yoshimi (The doctor who attended on 
Neta.ii Subhash Bose after the plane crash on Auqust 18, 1945 
at Taihoku) was alive and with the help of a Japanese 
colleague interviewed him. In a published article in the 
Statesman on 12.12.95, Mr. Ashish Ray stated categorically 
that Neta.ji Subhash Bose died after beinq involved in a 
plane crash at Taihoku on Auqust 18, 1945 and that Dr. 
Yoshimi confirmed to him having written the death 
c ertificate of Neta.ii Subhash Bose.

VIEWS OF N E T A J I’S DAUGHTER

12, Ms. Anita Pfaff, N e t a j i’s daughter from his German 
wife, had visited Delhi for discus s i o n s  with other members 
of the family and been in touch with the Japanese Ambassador 
in Delhi in February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Hayashi. EAM met her in 
G e r many in October 1995. During discussion with EAM. she 
e xpre s s e d  her willingness to go along with the proposal of 
b r i n g i n g  back the ashes to India but did not approve of the 
DNA test.

VIEWS OF OTHER IMPORTANT M E M BERS OF NETAJI*S FAMILY

13. While Dr. Sisir Bose s u pports the idea of bringing back 
the ashes, Late Amiya Nath Bose, N e t a j i’s nephew had been 
the most vociferous skeptic of the air crash episode and 
had opposed any proposal of br i n g i n g  back the ashes.
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Reference is invited to this office U.O. of the 
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Attached herewith is a copy of a letter dated 1 1th August 

1995 to  PM from Shri Ashis Ray regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Bose's "ashes". Also attached is a background note on the subject.

2. PM would wish to discuss this m atter w ith  EAM and Minister

fo r Human Resource Development who may kindly see.

c

[Prabhakar M enon] 
J o in t Secretary to PM 

5 .9 .1995

(Separate copies)

\frfon'ble External Affairs Minister

Hon'bie Human Resource Development Minister
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ASHIS C. RAY
F - 1 6 2 Malcha Marg 
New Delhi - 110021.

11 August, 1995.

T O : < .
Prime M i nister Narasimha Rao
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, leader of the opposition 
Shri Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of West Bengal 

^ h r i  S. R. Bommai, President of J a n a t a  Dal 
Shri Chitta Basu, General Secretary of Forward Bloc

FROM:
Ashis Ray

SUBJECT: NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA B O S E ' S  "ASHES"

On 18 August next, it will be half a century since - from various 
accounts - Netaji met with a plane crash at Taihoku and died as a 
result of it. And his "mortal remains" were taken to Tokyo and kept 
at this c i t y rs Renko-ji temple, w h ere they remain till date.

During the past 7-8 years, I have attempted with a completely open 
mind to seek an answer to the question: what happened to Netaji? I 
have done so because, as you know, he was my grand-uncle and I have 
been very close to his wife and daughter. I also felt that we owe 
it to the Indian people - who have be e n  so generous in their 
adulation of him - that we give them a satisfactory explanation on 
the matter. Indeed, it is sad that neither Indian authorities Ivor my 
older relatives have taken the issue seriously enough.

‘The two investigations ordered by the Government of India, u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
failed to do a convincing job. Besides, Morarjee Desai, as Prime M i n i s t e r  
of India in September 1978, virtu a l l y  rejected their findings in a 
statement to this effect in the Lok Sabha.

As for members of the Bose family, pe o p l e  have either emotionally 
and without any basis refused to accept the plane crash story or have 
endorsed it without bothering to get to the bottom of the affair.

There are also some followers of N e t a j i  who, either because of being' 
unaware of new evidence/information or otherwise, refuse to believe
that he died as a result of the air tragedy.

I do not wish to blame anyone for the situation we face. But to appeal 
to all to come together in a r a t i o n a l  manner to find a way out of it.
I am sure all of you will agree that if indeed the "ashes" at the 
Renko-ji temple belong to Netaji, they should be brought back to India 
with state honour and disposed off on a befitting way.

In course of my personal probe, I ha v e  visited the Public Record Office 
in London, the son of Colonel H a b i b u r  Rahman in Pakistan, met government 
officials in Germany and Japan and m a d e  enquiries in the Soviet Union/ 
Russia. Based on these, I have reached the following conclusions:
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a) that the Jap a n e s e  government carried out an invest i g a t i o n  into 
the plane crash in 1956 - a copy of this report, which confirmed 
that Netaji died as a result of it and that the "ashes" at the 
Renko-ji temple were his, was handed over to the Indian g o v e r n m e n t ^  
but remains for no reason marked "TOP SECRET" till date and, 7 A  
a c c o r d i n g  to J u s t i c e 'G ."D ."Khosla, was n ever pijfsented before his 
Commission; j

b) that the R u s sian g o v e rnment conveyed to the Indian government 
in J a n uary 1992 that Netaji never visited the Soviet Union in 
1945 or thereafter;

- ■** • • ■

c) that there are some B r i tish government files p e r t a i n i n g  to 
Netaji at the Public Record Office in London w h ich have been sealed 
for e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p e r iods as opposed to b eing d e - c l a s s i f ied after 
30 years, but can be revealed under certain c o n ditions to either 
the G o v ernment of India or to a relative of Netaji;

d) that Colonel H a b i b u r  Ra h m a n  never d eviated from his claim that 
Netaji died as a result of the crash and, a c c o r d i n g  to his son,
N a e e m u r  Rahman, died d i s a p p o i n t e d  about the fact that some people 
in India d i s b e l i e v e d  his account and que s t i o n e d  his motive;

e) that Colonel H a b ibur Rahman was of the view that the aircrash was 
as a result of sabotage by Chinese t echnicians aimed at officers of 
J a p a n e s e  armed forces tra v e l l i n g  on the flight in the still hostile 
war atmosphere; and

f) that he put a g o l d - p l a t e d  tooth b e l o n g i n g  to Netaji, given to
him by J a p a n e s e  officials, after the cremation, in the urn containing 
the "ashes".

_J. would, therefore, request that the steps listed b e low be kindly 
taken:

1. the J a p a n e s e  gov e r n m e n t  report be made public without any further 
delay;

2. the details of the R u s s i a n  government note to the Indian 
g o v ernment also be made public;

3- the B r i tish g o v ernment be asked if it changed its mind on its 
initial view that Netaji did not die as a result of the crash; and

the urn be x-rayed and it be a u t h enticated if there is a gold- 
plated tooth in it or not and then a search be made in Germany and 
South East Asia for Netaji's dental records - I say this because after 
50 years of dilly dallying, we need to be s c i entific and not sentimental 
in our approach.

May I add that it should be abundantly clear to any reasonable person 
that even if - as was suggested by some in the 19^0s and 1 9 5 0s - 
C o l onel H a b i b u r  Rahman put out the story of the crash under instructions 
to hoo d w i n k  people about N e taji's whereabouts, he would surely have 
raised questions about what happened to his leader by the time he 
died in 1978. In other words, if anyone thinks that Col. Rahman was 
u n d e r  orders to m i s l e a d  people, it is r i d i c u l o u s  that he would have 
c o n t i n u e d  to do so till his death. He had no motive, n o t h i n g  to gain 
from m i s l e a d i n g  people till the end.



Furthermore, I would suggest that we obtain a full and final 
statement from the Japanese government on some of the grey areas 
of^aircrash episode, including an explanation, if possible, on 
why the cremation certificate was not in Netaji's name.

It is not necessary to go into the expense and paraphernalia of 
another Commission. All it requires is common sense and a will 
to close the messy chapter once and for all.

Needless to mention, there are almost irrefutable indications that 
Netaji died consequent to the plane crash and that the "mortal 

'•Remains” at the Renko-j i temple are his. But I do not intend to 
thrust thCseupon anybody. All I urge is that we try and reach a 
national consensus and pay due respect to a departed soul - arguably 
one of the outstanding sons of India.

And I should like to emphasise that in making the proposal I am I 
seek no publicity for myself. Only, if desired, I am prepared to 
work behind the scene to proceed in the matter.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,



PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

The Cabinet had accepted the conclusions of the tw o  Inquiry 

Committees of 1956 and 1970 tha t Netaji died in the air- 

crash in August 1945;

In February 1991, the CCPA had approved that no 

useful purpose would be served by holding yet another 

inquiry or by bringing the ashes into India.

In September 1994 PM had directed MHA to bring a paper 

fo r Cabinet's consideration on Netaji's death and the 

possibility o f bringing his ashes to India, keeping in view tha t 

Netaji's birth centenary w ould be in January 1997. The 

Cabinet considered a paper on this subject in February 1 995, 

and deferred a decision. (A copy of the note for the Cabinet 

is attached.)

The MEA does not have any Japanese report on their 

investigation into Netaji's death;

In January 1992, the Russian Government confirmed to  our 

Embassy in M oscow tha t "as per data vailable in the Central 

and Republic Archives there is no inform ation about the stay 

of the former President o f the Indian National Congress Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose in the Soviet Union in 1945 and after



5) MEA has no records of the British Government stand, as 

reported by Shri Ray, in the late 1940's tha t Netaji did not 

die in the plane crash;

6 ) As to the point about the urn containing the ashes, MEA had 

reported earlier tha t the urn has never been x-rayed. There 

are some discrepancies about the dates on which the ashes 

believed to be Netaji's were seen by Col Habibur Rahman, 

Netaji's ADC. His tw o  separate dispositions refer to  a small 

piece of gold being seen among the ashes;

(It may be mentioned tha t it has been decided to  establish a 

National Committee to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary and the 

Department of Culture has been asked to formulate a proposal for this.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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NOTE for t h e  c a b i n e t

S u b j e c t : -  Proposal to b r i n g  the mortal r e m a i n s  of Netaji 

Su b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to India.

T h e  mortal r e m a i n s  of N e t a j i  are now kep e t  in the 

B o s e  A c a d e m y  in Tokyo. The B o s e  A c a d e m y  m e m b e r s  are 

r e p o r t e d l y  t h i n k i n g  of d i s b a n d i n g  the A c a d e m y  a n d  h a v i n g  the 

last m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  in 1995 on the o c c a s i o n  of the 50th 

a n n i v e r s a r y  of N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h -  B e c a u s e  of th i s  and also 

s i n c e  the birth c e n t e n a r y  of N e t a j i  is due in 1997, the 

i s s u e  of what a c t i o n  is to be t a k e n  r e g a r d i n g  the m o rtal 

r e m a i n s  of Netaji has n o w  a c q u i r e d  some urgency. T h e r e  has 

b e e n  w i d e  media c o v e r a g e  in J a p a n  f ocusing on the c o n c e r n  

e x p r e s s e d  by the war v e t e r a n s  of the A c a d e m y  o v e r  the 

G o v e r n m e n t  of India's lack of i n t e r e s t  in t a k i n g  the ashes 

to India. If no d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n  in 1995, India may be 

a s k e d  by the Bose A c a d e m y  to take char g e  of the mortal 

r e m a i n s  of Netaji. It w o u l d  not be p o s s i b l e  for India to 

r e f u s e  to take p o s s e s s i o n  of the m o r t a l  remains. T h e r e f o r e ,  

a d e c i s i o n  is r e q u i r e d  to be t a k e n  well in a d v a n c e  as to 

w h a t  is to be done wi t h  t h e s e  m o r t a l  remains.

B a c k g r o u n d

2. N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h  is an i s s u e  s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  e m o t i o n .  

The iss u e  of w h e t h e r  he a c t u a l l y  di e d  in the p l a n e  c r a s h  of 

18th August, 1945 at T a i h o k u  h a s  been q u e s t i o n e d  by some 

i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

3. In res p o n s e  to p u b l i c  de m a n d ,  G o v e r n m e n t  of India 

a p p o i n t e d  an I n quiry C o m m i t t e e  in April, 1956 to a s c e r t a i n  

the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  N e t a j i ' s  death in an a i r  crash. 

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o m p r i s e d  S / S h r i  S h a h  Naw a z  Khan, '■
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S u r e s h  C h a n d r a  Bo s e  (elder b r o t h e r  of Netaji) and

S.N.Maitra, former C h ief C o m m i s s i o n e r  of A n d a m a n  and 

N i c o b a r  Islands. T h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  by a m a j o r i t y  of 2:1, 

came to the c o n c l u s i o n  that Netaji d i e d  in the air crash 

at T a ihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August, 1945. Shri Sure s h  

C h andra Bose d i s a g r e e d  wi t h  this c o n c l u s i o n  and s u b m i t t e d

a d i s s e n t i ng r e p ort. Alt h o u g h  the report of the

C o m m i t t e e  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e v a l u e d  by Shri Suresh 

C h a n d r a  Bose's di s s e n t ,  the m a j o r i t y  report was a c c e p t e d  

by the Go v e r n m e n t .

4. The c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Netaji

persisted. R u m o u r s  about N e t a j i’s survival and subseq u e n t  

d i s a p p e a r a n c e  kept c r o p p i n g  up. in r e s p o n s e  to a dema n d  

for fresh i n q u i r y  by a n u m b e r  of MPs b e l o n g i n g  to 

d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  parties, the G o v e r n m e n t  of India 

a p p o i n t e d  a o n e - m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of Inquiry in July, 1970. 

J u s t i c e  G . D . K h o s l a ,  r e t i r e d  Chief J u s t i c e  of P u n j a b  High

Court, was a s k e d  to " i n q u i r e  into all the facts and 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e l a t i n g  to d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Netaji 

S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  a n d  m a k e  a report to the Central 

G o v e r n m e n t " .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  Japan, Burma,

Thailand, S i n g a p o r e ,  Mala y s i a ,  South V i e t n a m  and T a i w a n  

a n d  e x a m i n e d  224 w i t n e s s e s  (including 100 e x a m i n e d  

abroad). A l a r g e  n u m b e r  of files and d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  

b e f o r e  the C o m m i s s i o n  w e r e  examined. T h e C o m m i s s i o n  

a r r i v e d  at the s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  that Neta j i  died in the 

"aTr crash at T a i h o k u  on 18th August, 1945. The C a b i n e t  

C o n s i d e r e d  this r e p o r t  and a c c e p t e d  the findings. The 

report of the C o m m i s s i o n ,  alon g w i t h  the M e m o r a n d u m  of 

A c t i o n  taken t h e r e o n  was laid on the T a b l e  of both the 

Houses of P a r l i a m e n t  on 3rd September, 1974.

5. Shri S a m a r  G u h a  m o v e d  a motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd

August, 1977 u r g i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  to set up a t h r e e - m a n  

C o m m i s s i o n  for c o n d u c t i n g  a fresh i n q u i r y  into the 

m y s t e r y  of the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of Netaji. The d i s c u s s i o n  

on the m o t i o n  was i n c o n c l u s i v e .  It was, ho w e v e r ,  found ■ 

that the point r a i s e d  by shri Guha in his s p e e c h  in the 

House had been f u lly e x a m i n e d  in the Home M i n i s t r y  in the

F.No. 1 / 12014/27/93-IS ( D. H I )
M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s



c o n t e x t  of the Khos l a  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  f i ndings and no fresh 

g r o u n d s  r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by a new 

C o m m i s s i o n  had been a d v a n c e d  by him. The m a t t e r  was, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  C C P A  wi t h  the f o l l o w i n g  

p r o p o s a l s : -

"The issue of N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h  and b r i n g i n g  of a s h e s  

to India is s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  emotion. We ha v e  

a l r e a d y  had two e n q u i r i e s  on the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of 

Neta j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bose. It has a l r e a d y  been 

a c c e p t e d  that Neta j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bo s e  di e d  in 

the a i r  crash on 18th A u g u s t ,  1945 at Ta i h o k u .  

The M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  are, t herefore, of 

the v i e w  that no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  be s e r v e d  by 

h o l d i n g  yet a n o t h e r  e n q u i r y  o r / b y  b r i n g i n g  the 

a s h e s  back to India at p r e s e n t  as this mig h t

c r e a t e  u n n e c e s s ary t e n s i o n s."
-*k *

T h e  CC P A  a p p r o v e d  the p r o p o s a l  on 27th February, 1991 and 

t h e  m a t t e r  was laid at rest.

6. S i n c e  then, as m e n t i o n e d  e a rlier, the q u e s t i o n  of 

N e t a j i ' s  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  has a s s u m e d  urgency. If no 

d e c i s i o n  is taken by 1995, in w h i c h  ye a r  the Bose A c a d e m y  

p r o p o s e s  to ha v e  the last m e m o r i a l  service, India m a y  be 

a s k e d  by Renkoji t e m p l e  to t a k e  c h a r g e  of the urn 

c o n t a i n i n g  the ash e s  w h e r e b y  we m a y  h a v e  no a l t e r n a t i v e  

but to s t o r e  them in our M i s s i o n  in Tokyo. It wou l d  look 

m o s t  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  if we d e c l i n e  to take c h arge of the 

a s h e s .

V iews of MEA and IB

7. T h e  M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  has o b t a i n e d  the 

v i e w s  of M E A  and IB. IB's v i e w s  are to the effect that 

it w o u l d  not be a d v i s a b l e  to ta k e  any i n i t i a t i v e  to b r ing 

b a c k  the a s h e s  to India as t h e r e  is no d e m a n d  from any 

q u a r t e r  for this. If the a s h e s  a r e  b r o u g h t  to India, the

P e o p l e  of West Bengal a r e  l i k e l y  to c o n s t r u e  it as an

F.No. 1 / 1 2 0 1 4 / 2 7 / 9 3 - IS (D.--Ill)
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i m p o s i t i o n  on them of the o f f i c i a l  v e rsion of N e t a j i ' s  

d e a t h .

8. MEA has s u g g e s t e d  that in v i e w  of the w i d e - s p r e a d

s e n t i m e n t s  that N e t a j i ' s  b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  in 1997 s h o u l d  

be b e f i t t i n g l y  c o m m e m o r a t e d ,  the a s h e s  should be b r o u g h t  

ba c k  to India with due r e s p e c t  and honour. This a c t i o n  

w o u l d  form part of t h e  full p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of his 

ro l e  and c o n t r i b u t i o n  to I n dia's i n d e p endence. MEA 

s u g g g e s t e d  the f o l l o w i n g  c o u r s e  of p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n : -

(i) P r o m o t i o n  of c o n s e n s u s  in favour of b u r y i n g  

the c o n t r o v e r s y  and b r i n g i n g  back the ashes 

from J a p a n— r e s p e c t e d  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  and 

o t hers to be d i s c r e e t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  to make 

s t a t e ments, i n c l u d i n g  in Pa r l i a m e n t ,  

r e g u e s t i n g  the G o v e r n m e n t  to bring ba c k  the 

ashes; or

(ii) a l t e r n a t i v e l y .  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a C o m m i t t e e  

to c o m m e m o r a t e  N e t a j i ' s  birth c e n t e n a r y  with 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of p u b l i c  figures of v a r i o u s  

p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s ,  w h o  w o u l d  give the call 

for b r i n g i n g  ba c k  the late l e ader's a s h e s  to 

I n d i a .

Consideration of the C o m m i t t e e  of Secretaries

9. in view of what has been mentioned in foregoing

para 6, a decision will have to be taken soon. There 

seems to be no scope for doubt that he died in the air 

crash of 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Government of 

India has already a c cepted this position. There is no 

evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few

i ndividuals/organisations have a different view, they 

seem to be guided more by sentimentality rather than by 

any rational c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The belief of these people 

that Netaji was alive and out of contact with any Indian, , 

but would appear when found necessary, has also lost

F . N o . l / 1 2 0 1 4 / 2 7 / 9 3 - I S ( D . I l l )
M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s



relevance by now. In view of the aforesaid facts, 

Government of India will have to take a decision in 

principle. The strategy and the modalities could be 

worked out thereafter.

10. The matter relating to the ashes of Netaji 

alongwith other connected issues was, therefore, placed 

before the Committee of Secretaries. The directions of 

the Committee of Secretaries were sought on the following 

issue related to the ashes:-

The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 

c elebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The 

Bose A c a demy in Japan is insisting that the 

Government of India take possession of the mortal 

remains of Netaji. A decision has to be taken 

whether the ashes should be brought to India or 

stored in our Mission in Tokyo."

11. During the course of discussions, the Committee of 

Secretaries observed that:

(a) The Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum 

regarding the handing over of the ashes but 

merely made a representation on the grounds 

that its members were rapidly aging and may 

not be able to discharge their present 

duties; and

(b) the Government of India was paying for the 

upkeep of the mortal remains in Renkoji 

T emple and the management could be persuaded 

to continue with this arrangement if the 

u pkeep charges were increased.

12. In view of the foregoing, the Committee of 

S ecretaries arrived at the following conclusions:-

J

"As regards the question of taking possession of

F. N o . 1 / 1 2 0 1 4 / 2 7 / 9 3 - I S ( D . I l l )
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the ashes was concerned, no particular advantage 

lay in taking a decision on this at this juncture 

since the birth centenary was due only in 1997. 

Therefore, a view could be taken in the matter in 

1996-97 and till such time status guo should be 

maintained. The temple management may be

persuaded to continue with the upkeep of the ashes 

and, if necessary, the maintenance charges being 

paid to the temple may be suitably increased to 

meet the increased cost."

13. Conclusions of the Committee of Secretaries were 

placed before the Prime Minister for directions. The 

Prime Minister has desired that the Home Ministry bring a 

paper on the subject for the Cabinet's consideration. 

Accordingly, the matter is placed before the Cabinet for 

its consideration and directions on issues as examined at 

the foregoing paragraphs 9 to 12 and in particular on the 

following:-

(i) Whether the management of Renkoji Temple in 

Japan be persuaded to continue with the 

present arrangement, if necessary, with 

enhanced upkeep charges or the Government of 

India should take possession of the ashes of 

late Subhash Chandra Bose, now.

(ii) In the event of Government of India deciding 

to take possession of the mortal remains, 

whether these could be brought to India or 

preserved in the Indian Mission in Tokyo.

14. If a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 

India, creation of a favourable public opinion will be a 

crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 

members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amia Nath 

Bose, Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof. Samar 

Guha and members of the Forward Bloc are not reconciled 

to the fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku.

-  : 6 : -
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It would/ therefore, be necessary to take the members of 

Netaji's family into con f i d e n c e  in the first place by 

convincing them as to the genuineness of the ashes. It 

s hould then be easier to handle opposition from other 

q u arters like the Forward Bloc. Netaji's wife and the 

only daughter are at present living in Angsburg, Germany. 

It is felt that they can best be approached through 

another nephew of Netaji, Dr.Sisir Bose. Shri Amia Nath 

Bose, the most vociferous sceptic of the air crash story, 

needs to be brought around by approaching at an 

appropriately high level. There is good chance that if 

reasonably approached, the family members may drop their 

opposition. The question of an appropriate memorial 

involving the mortal remains shall also have to be 

a ddressed in due course.

15. This 

Min ist e r .

issues with the approval of the Home

(K .P A D M A N A B H A I A H ) 

H O M E  S E C R E T A R Y

F .N o .1/12014/2 7 / 9 3 - I S (D.Ill) 
M i nistry of Home Affairs

2 ;C E 8  199^





TOP S E C R E T

Ministry of Home Affairs 
F . N o . I / 1 2 0 1 4 / 2 7 / 9 3 - I S ( D . I l l )

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION SCH E D U L E

Subject: Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India.

» ■ ■
Gist of d e c i s i o n  r equired P r o j e c t e d  b e n e f i t s / r e s u l t s  Ti m e  schedule or m a n n e r  of

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s / r e p o r t i n g  to C a b i n e t  
S e c r e t a r i a t

Whether the mortal 
remains of Netaji should 
be taken possession of 
and brought to India 
or the status quo 
should be maintained.

To forestall a crisis To be decided as per directions
in the birth of the Cabinet,
centenary year of Netaji.

v

L  ^ ^
(K . P A D M A N A B H A I A J ^  

H O M E  S E C R E T A R Y



MOST IMMEDIATE

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

In continuation of our note of even number dated 5-9-1995  

regarding the "ashes" of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, forwarded herewith 

is a copy of another letter to PM from Shri Ashis Ray. EAM and Human 

Resource Development Minister may kindly see in the context of their 

discussion with PM on this subject.

'  a

(Prabhakar Menonj 
Joint Secretary to PM 

11-9'1995

(Separate copies)

Hon ’ble External Affairs Minister

2. Hon’ble Minister for Human Resource Development
PMC ID hSoh  Ho, C t ~ t 6 ( S )  ( 9 5  -  N G . 0  f a t ,  I 2 • 9 • 9 $
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ASH IS C . RAY
F-162 Malcha Marg 
N e w  D elhi - 110021.

5 September, 1995.
/

/

Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
7 Race Course Road 
New Delhi.

I realise you are receiving conflicting signals on the issue of 
Netaji’s remains. And I do not wish to be a part of a pressure 
group one way or the other. ,

All I wish to submit is that my continuing research on the subject 
convinces me that the best way forward is to do a DNA test, which 
nay provide conclusive and incontrovertible scientific evidence as 
to whether the ashes at Renkoji temple are Netaji's or not. I have 
spoken to an expert on the subject; and he has no doubt that 

jg  ̂ irrevocable proof can be obtained.

May I propose that an international team of experts, one of whom 
can be from our DNA centre at Hyderabad, is entrusted with the job, 
with a set of observers drawn from the Bcse family, Forward Bloc and 
such like.

You have doubtless noticed that last week a team cf DNA experts 
established that remains regarding which there were doubts do indeed 
belong to Czar Nicholas. All we need is a blood sample from a 
relative and bone particles from the ashes or a tooth (which is 
likely to exist in the urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's 
ADC, Colonel Habibur Rahman) to carry out the test.

A direction from you on the matter can set the ball rolling.

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

T0TP4. P.01
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
5

STf - 110 Oil 

NEW DELHI-110 01!

R eferen ce  is invited to this office  U.O. of the 

same number dated 1 9 .12 .1995  and reminder dated 18,1 ,1996  

regarding a proposal for DNA analysis of Netaji 's  ashes.

It is requested that the com m ents sought in the 

m atter  may kindly be sent at  an early date.

(Sujatia Mehta) 
D irector

Foreign Secretary
PMO U.O. NO. 805/1  l /C /1 3 / 9 5 - P o l  Vol.II dated: 30 .1 .1996

\>\])
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OFFICE OF THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

I visited Augsborg, Germany, on 21st October 1995 to meet Netaji’s

widow - M rs. Emily Shenkel Bose and his daughter Prof. Anita Pfaff. Anita’s

t- -
husband - Dr. May tin. P faff as well as their children were present during the 

meeting. Our Ambassador in Bonn Shri S.K .Lam bah was also present. During 

the course o f our conversation, the following points emerged;

jjft V

a)

V
Jo

b)

.M S '

I said it was time for forward movement on the issue o f return of 

the ashes o f Netaji from Japan to India. The Japanese government as well 

as associates o f Netaji in Japan were keen that N etaji’s ashes return to his 

motherland. I said that the Indian government was also keen to bring 

back the ashes at a suitable time provided controversial issues were 

resolved to the satisfaction o f  all concerned. Anita P faff said that the 

ashes could be brought to Germany from Japan if the issue o f their return 

to India remained controversial. Ambassador Lambah stated that the

Japanese had already reacted negatively to the proposal o f transfering the 

ashes to a third country. ■

I showed the list o f persons to be included in the O fficial National 

Centenary Celebrations Committee to mark N etaji’s birth anniversary.



Anita P faff made some suggestions which I have communicated separately 

to HRD Minister and MOS (PM O ), Shri Bhuvnesh Chaturvedi. She 

accepted my invitation to be a member o f the Committee.

N etaji’s widow and his daughter raised the issue o f  a suitable 

m em o n alfo r Netaji as well as the question o f  what to do with N etaji’s 

ashes once they had been brought back to India i.e . whether the ashes 

should be immersed in the Ganga or be kept at a place o f reverence. I 

said that these issues could be sorted out by the National Committee.

On the issue o f  alleged captivity o f  Netaji in .Russia after 1945, I 

showed the members o f N etaji’s family an official communication from 

the Russian government stating that it has no record o f N etaji’s presence 

in the Soviet Union during or after 1945. A rticles from the Russian 

Press pointing to the fact that Netaji was not in the Soviet Union in 1945 

or thereafter, were also shown.

The entire family expressed happiness over my visit. Anita P faff 

and her husband accepted my invitation to visit India. This is expected 

to take place late Decem ber, 95 or early January, 1996.



I feel that N etaji’s widow and daughter are keen that an early solution be 

found to the issue o f return o f N etaji’s ashes to India. They seemed convinced 

o f the seriousness o f purpose on the part o f the Indian Government. Anita P fa ff 

made it clear that while she would like to consult other members o f the family in 

India, the final decision would rest with her alone. She anticipated opposition 

from some members o f the family. She would prefer that the family is not 

divided on this issue.

By initiating direct contact with N etaji’s immediate family, we have 

achieved some forward movement on the issue o f return o f  N etaji’s ashes to 

India. However, there exists opposition from some sections o f N etaji’s family, 

which if articulated publicly, as surely it will be, may be used for partisan 

political ends. Therefore, we need to proceed cautiously to avoid endowing this 

issue with controversial overtones.

(Pranab M ukherjee) 
External Affairs M inister 

28 October 1995



P r i m e  M i n i s t e r

New Velhi  
V e c e m b e i  11, 1995

Vza’i Shu Vcy,

I have received youi letter  o£ November 21, 1995 

about Ne.ta.ji’!> ai>liei.

Shri Joyanta Roy, MP
28, Guruduoara Rakabganj Road
Ne.LV Delhi

No. 805/1 i/C /i 3/95-Poi VoI.II dated* a s .1 2 .i9 9 S

oo»y with a copy of le t te r  uuuer rotcrunce
foarwiruasi t o r  m o t i o n  a s  ^>o*X/.^ri.«s^© t o  §-

UJith regards,

Vouu sincerely,

1P.IA Naraumha Rao)

1. Hone ^uretury 

2* secretury# j%; ,.<rti«enife of oi- ture 

^ 3 .  director UaO)# HE*

/



.u I  3782260 (0 )  Phone : New Delhi { 3793509

„  , i 273956 (0 )  
Calcutta { 2 4 30066 {R)

Office :
28-G , R. G. ROAD, 
N E W -D E LH I - 110001

Residence:
217, NO RTH AVENUE  
NEW DELHI - 110001

2 7.11.1995 

To

The Prime Minister of India 
South Block 
New Delhi.

Sir ,

I would like to draw your attention to the recent efforts to bring the 
controversial ashes from Japan's Renkoji Tenple that have shown a queer 

proneness to reach sweeping conclusions without presenting incontrovertible 
data. Despite the processes already under way to bring the ashes from Japan, 
an absence of official declaration of the Government of India to that effect 
is still a pointer to a state of uncertainty sterrming out of unanswered 
questions of a very fundamental nature. Any endeavour disregarding this is 
tantamount to a disinformation carrpaign with tacit Governmental approval on 
the basis of a prior notion of Netaji's death in a plane crash on 18th August, 
1945. Facts abound in history to bear out the very opposite of it. The 
following are the grounds chiefly on the basis of which the doubts and 
confusion shrouding the professed purpose underlying the whole process have 
developed. >

/'midst the present fanfair about the D W  test of alleged ashes of Netaji, 
amazingly, the existence of an alleged tooth of Netaji is supposed to have 
clinched ihe v'bole issue. The reports submitted by CSDIC, CIC, Shah Nawaz 
Corrmittee and the Khosla Ccrrmission, however, never referred to it. It deludes 
one as to how it has not been found out vJnen the official Netaji Enquiry 
Corrmission's Report even in support of the alleged plane crash story and the 
existence of Netaji's ashes, never found any mentioning of it in any of the 
evidence adduced.

2. Government of Japan's Report of 1956 claiming the existence of Netaji's 
ashes in the Renkoji temple was neither placed before the Shah Nawaz Corrmittee 
of 1956 nor before the Khosla Ccrrmission on 1970. If any information relating 
to the said report was withheld by the Government to avoid political 
controversy, it is beyond one's corrprehension as to why an E n q u iry  Ccrrmission 
was instituted to find out the; truth and settle the issue once for all.

3. Vihy has the Government been suppressing the British intelligence report 
and the British Pari iamentary debate on it expressing serious doubt about the 
story of Netaji's death in a plane crash on 18th August, 1945.



4 (a) A PRESS NDTE RELEASED BY THE ASIATIC SOCIETY ON THE MATERIALS COLLECTED 
FROM THE RUSSIAN A C HIEVES :
N

Excerpts:

"Wiat appears to be most interesting is that the scholars have traced 
rrBterials hinting at Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s contact with the Soviet 
Leaders. Some documents relating to Netaji are in the KGB and 
President's archieves v\hich were not accessible to the scholars. Special 
permission is required to scrutinize them. It is believed that 
examination of these rrBterials may eventually clear the mystery of 
Netaji's disappearance."

(b) According to newspaper reports, in a Press Conference convened by the 
Asiatic Society on 12th Septerrtoer, 1995, the scholars stated that they had 
found documents hinting at the existence of Netaji in Russia after August, 
1945.

(c) Has the Government of India written anything to the Russian Government 
in response to the Asiatic Society's request for the scholar's permission for 
examining the K G B  files and \*hatever is still there in the President's 
archieves in this regard ?

(d) Government of India's request to the Russian authorities for a statement 
in this regard is based on malafide intention as it is, on the contrary, 
supposed to give permission to the scholars to go through materials contained 
in the K G B  file.

5. Wien did the Government of India contact Habibur Rahman, if so, why 
did it do it secretly? Q^e wonders v\hy he wes never brought before the Khosla 
Cortmission. \Ahen was the Tokyo Netaji Memorial formed ?

6. According to DPA report the Renkoji temple was destroyed in 1989. Wiat 
did . Pranab Mjkherjee find in Japan in the name of the said Terrple ?

7. Since vshen the I W  mOTbers have been staying at the Renkoji Temple? Wio
are they ?

8. At the time of the occurrence of the alleged plane crash Nhs. Em!lie 
Shenkle and M~s. Anita Paf were nov^iere near the alleged place of occurrence. 
Nor have they any first-hand information or any document corroborating the same 
in' their possession.

9. People of India will have doubts about the neutrality of the Oft test 
Ccrrmittee since the impartiality of CBI, countries like IK and USA and men*>ers 
of Netaji's family is hardly trustwrthy due to their existing bias in this
rega r d .

10. A \M~it Petition challenging, in effect, the veracity of the plane crash 
story is pending before the Hon'ble Supreme Court. Any atterrpt at bringing 
the controversial ashes frcm Japan before the final verdict is given in the 
pending case assuming Netaji's death in the said plane crash as a settled fact 
therefore, is preposterous.

. 3 / -



11(e) The Government of India cannot decide the status of the controversial 
'ashes' on the basis of docunents that have neither ever been published nor 
were ever produced before the Netaji Enquiry Corrmittee (1956) and Netaji 
Enquiry Commission (1970).

(b) The alleged reports that the Government is claiming to have in its 
possession, should be placed before a Cormnission headed by the Ex-Chief Justice 
of India and the petitioners of the pending case should be allowed to represent 
themselves before the Corrmission.

(c) The evidence, records and/or documents referred to by Jaweharlal Nehru, 
Mararji Desai and the present Government can in no way be regarded as 
conclusive unless they are considered by an Enquiry Corrmission on the basis 
of a proper investigative enquiry. The opinion of merrtoers of Netaji's family 
cannot be a decisive factor in this regard.

I hope that your response would be befitting the inportance of this 
national issue as it needs deft handling and careful consideration of the de- 
facto repository of the highest authority of the land.

Wi th regards,

Yours sincerely,
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Pranab’s mission revives Netaji’s death row
F rom  Subham oy ChaUerjee

C A L C U T T A , O ct 21 
E x te rn a l A ffa ir s  M in iste r P ran ab  

M u k h e r je e 's  re p o rte d  un sch ed u led

aird ash  fro m  New Y o rk  to  G e rm a n y  
y esterd ay  to  try and secu re  co n se n t 
o f  N e ta ji  b w ife . M rs E m ily  S h e n k e l 
Uasu and d a u g h te r , M s A m ta  B a s u , 
on  brin gin g  " N e ta ji 's  a s h e s "  from  
Ja p a n  h as rak ed  up th e co n tro v e rsy  
o v e r  the g re a t p a tr io t 's  d ea th  in the 
T a ih o k u  a irc ra sh .

T h e  F o rw ard  l i lo c ,  v e te ra n  
fo llo w ers  o f N e ta ji and  so m e o f  his 
c lo se  re la tio n s  have also  ca lle d  in to  
q u e s t io n , th e  m o tiv e  o f th e  ru ling  
p arly  at th e  C e n tre  in a tte m p tin g  
this at a  tim e w hen so m e re ce n t 
fin din gs c la im  to  have p o in ted  to  
N e ta ji s h av in g  b e en  in S ib e r ia n  
R u ssia  a y ea r  a fte r  th e a lle g e d  cra sh .

A  fro n t p ag e hew s item  in th e 
m ass c ircu la tio n  A n u n d a  B a z a r  
I ' a in k a  un lay  re p o rte d  th at M r 
M u k h e r je e 's  B e rlin  m iss io n , 
a p p aren tly  u n d erta k e n  w ith  th e 
k n ow led g e o f  the P rim e M in is te r ,

w as re ce iv e d  w ith a se n s e  o f  sh o ck  
and su sp icio n  by N e ta ji 's  ard en t 
su p p o rters  It w as sard in th e  s to ry  
th a t M r M u k h e r je e  w as tryin g  to  
b rin g  b a ck  th e “ a sh e s ' , k e p t in  th e  
R e n t o j i T e m p le  n e a r T o k y o f o r  
o v e r  fou r d e c a d e s , to  In d ia  so  th a t 
th e  n a tio n  co u ld  pay a b e fittin g  
h o m ag e lo  th e  g re a t le a d e r  tn his 
ce n te n a ry  y e a r  T h e  a u th o r itie s  in 
J  a p a n , w h ich  ih e  E x te rn a l  A ffa ir s  
M in is te r  v is ited  r e c e n t ly , h ad  a lso  
e x p re s s e d  th e wish th a t th e  “ a s h e s ” 
o f  th e  IN A  c o m m a n d e r -in -c h ie f  b e  
ta k e n  to  lus ow n c o u n tr y .

C o m m e n tin g  o n  th is 
d e v e lo p m e n t. F o rw a rd  B lo c ’s 
g e n e ra l se c rc a ry  C h u la  b a s u , sa id  
th at th e  p arty  m ad e its p o sit io n  c le a r  
a fte r  Ih e  P rim e M in is te r  h ad  issu ed  a 
s ta te m e n t in S in g a p o re  tn a t ih e 
G o v e r n m e n t o l In d ia  co u ld  n ot 
brin g  b ack  th e  a sh es  due to  the

O p p o s it io n  o f  so m e  p o lit ica l p a r tie s , 
in d ire c tly  im p ly in g  F o rw a rd  B lo c  
M r B a s u  sa id  h e had  w ritten  to  M r 
R a o  th a t th e  la te  P r im e  M in is te r , 
M o r a r ji  D e s a i ,  h ad  to ld  P a r lia m e n t 
th a t th e  G o v e r n m e n t  re ce iv e d  som e 
in fo rm a tio n  s u b se q u e n t to  the 
fin d in g s  o f th e  S h a h  N aw az K h an  
an d  K h o s la  C o m m r tte e s . O n  th e 
b a sis  o f  th a t 11 co u ld  b e  sa id  th a t th e 
a irc ra s h  w as n o t th e  co n c lu s iv e  
p r o o f o f N e ta ji ’s d e a th . T h is  
co n tin u e d  to  b e  th e  G o v e r n m e n t 's  
p o sit io n .

“ U n le ss  he d ie d  in th e  a irc ra s h , 
h ow  ca n  y ou  say  th a t th is  w as h is 
a s h e s ,"  in e  F o rw a rd  B lo c  le a d e r  
a sk e d . M r B a s u  a ls o  said  lh a i h e had 
a d iscu ssio n  w ith  M r M u k h e r je e  at 
th e  p e rso n a l le v e l, '[ 'h e la tte r  had 
sa id  h e w ou ld  re su m e  ih e  d ia lo g u e  
w h ich  h e n ev e r did

N e t a ji ’s n e p h e w , M r A m iy a  N ath

B a s u , sa id  h e h ad  w ritten  to  th e 
P rim e M in is te r s ta lin g  lh a i ih e re  
w as su ffic ie n t ev id e n ce  o f  N e ta ii 's  
b e in g  in R u ssia  in 1946 . H e saiu  th at 
an A m e ric a n  b o m b e r cra sh e d  at 
T a ih o k u  in 1944 and  p h o to g ra p h s  o f  
th e  w re ck a g e  "w e re  a tte m p te d  to  b e  
p assed  o ff  as th e  d am ag ed  p la n e  in 
w hich  S u b h a s  C h a n d ra  B o s e  w as 
a lleg e d  to  be tra v e llin g '’ . H e  
d e m a n d e d  th a t th e  G o v e r n m e n t o f 
In d ia  ask  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  R u ss ia  
to  a llow  ex a m in a tio n  o f  th e  K G  B 
file s  an d  re q u e st th e G o v e rn m e n ts  
o f  th e  U K  and th e U S A  to  d isclo se  
th e ir  in te llig e n ce  file s  a b o u t N e ta ji .

H e  a lleg e d  th a t a re q u e st had 
b e e n  m ad e on  b e h a lf  o f  th e 
G o v e r n m e n t o l In d ia  n ot to  show  
any file  reg ard in g  N e ta ji  lo  In d ian  
s c h o la rs  v isitin g  th a t c o u n tr y . T h e  
a llu sio n  w as to  th e visit by a team  
fro m  th<̂  A s ia tic  S o c ie ty  in  C a lc u tta
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Netaji’s ashes to be brought back, with honour
B y  M. K .  Tlkku

N fcW  D E L H I ,  O c l 26  

D r A n n a  P fa ff, d a u g h te ro f  N e ta ji 
S u b h a sh  C h an d ra  B o s e , has ag reed  
to  serv e  as a m e m b e r  o f  a N ation al 
M e m o r ia l C o m m itte e  to  b e  c o n st i
tu ted  sh ortly  w ith P rim e M in is te r P. 
V . N arasim h a  R a o  as its ch a irm an .

17ie C o m m itte e  will tak e  c h a r e c  o f 
all th e activ itie s  co n n e c te d  with the 
b irth  ce n te n a ry  ce le b ra tio n s  o f 
N e ta ji  w hich beg in  n ex t Ja n u a ry  

L a st Su n d ay  a f te rn o o n , 1 External 
A ffa ir s  M in iste r P ra n a b  M u k h e r je e  
d rov e to  A u g sb u rg , ab o u t 6»1 km s 
from  M u n ich  in so u th ern  G e rm a n y , 
to  m e e t M rs  A n ita  P fa ff . w ho 
te a h c e s  e c o n o m ic s  at th e  loca l u n i
v ersity  H er h u sb an d . D r M artin  
P fa ff , a ls o  an e c o n o m ic s  p ro fesso r is 
a S o c ia l D em i> crat m e m b e r o f the 
G e rm a n  P a r lia m en t M r M u k h e r
je e .  w ho sp en t a w h ole ev en in g  at 
th e P fa ffs  h om e w as a co m p a n ie d  by 
In d ian  am b a ssa d o r S K L a m b a a n d  
an aid e o f the M in ister

M r M u k h e r je e  in fo rm ed  her that 
d u rin g  th e ce n te n a ry  y e .it . th e G o v 
e rn m e n t p ro p o sed  to  b rin g  back  
N e ta ji 's  ash es  fro m  Ja p a n  and have 
th ese  isn ta lled  at a su itb a le  m e m o 
rial w ith  due c e re m o n y  an d  h on ou r 
T h is  m a rk s  a n o tic e a b le  sh ift in  the 
G o v e r n m e n t 's  p o sit io n  w hich  had 
e a r lie r  in fo rm ed  th e P a r lia m e n t th at 
th e  a s h e s , w hich  have b e e n  ly ing at 
th e  R e n o k o ji  tem p le  in Ja p a n ,

It w as a g ie e d  th e  in au g u ra l m e e tin g  
o f th e  C o m m it te e  w ou ld  b e  c o n 
v en ed  a ro u n d  th a t tim e .

w ould be brou gh t to  In d ia  only  a f te r  to  M is  P ta ll th at c o n ta in e d  a re-
" a  n a tio n a l c o n se n su s"  w as e v o lv e d  sp o n se  fro m  th e R u ss ia n  G o v e rn -
reso lv in g  the co n tro v e rsy  su rro u n d - rnent to  a q u ery  o n  th e s u b je c t  m ade
ing the c ircu m sta n ce s  o f his m y ste - by N ew  D e lh i e a r lie r  In  its re p ly . T h o u g h  th e  M in is te r tied  it up
rio u s d e a th  or d is a p p e a ra n ce , h a lf  a  th e  R u ss ia n  G o v e r n m e n t h ad  sta te d  r l t h e r  n e a tly  at th e  A u g sb u rg  en d
ce n tu ry  ago th a t th ou g h  th e  fo rm e r S o v ie t reg- d u fi , he w e e k e n d  visit, some

T h e  sh ift in the G o v e r n m e n t s N e t a j l u r i n e  ^laTlhere  ̂  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  B o ^  fa m ily  in  In d ia  
ts a p p a ren t k e e n n e s s  n u n c d fXcl , h c  * al

(

p o sitio n  and it: 
to  cap  th e  co n tro v e rsy , as it w e re , 
se e m s to  have b e e n  tr ig g ered  by  a 
re ce n t rep o rt su g g estin g  th at th re e  
C a lcu tta -b a se d  sch o la rs  h ad  in  fact 
co m e  acro ss d o cu m e n ts  in th e  R u s 
sian  arch iv es in d ica tin g  th a t N e ta ji  
had b e e n  slay in g  in th e S o v ie t U n io n  
so m e tim e  a fte r his su p p o sed  d e a th  
in the iy 4 5  air crash

'IVie th re e  sch o la rs  —  D r f la r i  
V a su d e v a n , D r S tib h a n  L a i D u tta  
G u p ta  and D r P u rab i R o y  —  w h o

th a t th o u g h  th e  fo rm e r  S o v ie t re g 
im e h ad  h ad  so m e c o n ta c ts  with

had
w ar w as o v e r .

M r M u k h e r je e  a tg u e d  th a t this 
w as co n c lu s iv e  p ro o f th a t s to ries  
sp e a k in g  o f N e ta ji  s life  (a n d  d e a th )  
in th e  S o v ie t U n io n  w ere  w ith ou t 
b a sis  H e assu re d  h is h ost th a t his 
se n io r  c o lle a g u e s  m  th e  G o v e r n 
m e n t as w ell as h ism elf h ad  g reat 
a d m ira tio n  fo r N e ta ji  a '.d  they 
w ould  en su re  th at h is b n th  c e n te n 
ary  year w as o b s e iv c  in  a b e fittin g  
m a n n er

M r M u k h e t je e  s tre s s e d  th a t it

do  n o t e v e n  ap p ear h a lf  as e n th u 
sia s tic  a b o u t i t ' -  d e v e lo p m e n t 
A c co rd in g  t i ir u n d ers ta n d in g  
th e  th re e  C a lc u tta  a c a d e m ic s  h av e a 
lot (n ore up th e ir  s le e v e s  b a se d  on  
th e  K G B  d o cu m e n ts  th ey  g o t to  see  
in M o sco w  an d  th e ra th e r  b la n d  de 
m al o f  th e  R u ss ia n  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  
1W 2 v in ta g e  d o es  n o t c le a r  th e  pic 
tu rc

T h e y  su sp e ct th at a fte r  th e  c a v a 
lie r  tr e a tm e n t m eted  o u t to  N e ta ji 
all th e s e  y e a r s , th e  ru lin g  p a rty 's

h a il v isited  M o sco w  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  w o u ld  be in th e  fitn ess  o f th in g s  th at n ew -fo u n d  a d m n a tio n  fo r rum  m ay
A sia tic  S o c ie ty , had a c c e s s  to  a sh e  sh o u ld  a tte n d  th e first m ee tin g  ju st b e  used  to  e x tra c t  p o lit ica l
m em b er o f arch iv a l d o c u m e n ts , in- o f  th e  N a tio n a l M e m o r ia l C o m m it- m ilea g e  d u rin g  an e le c t io n  y ear
elu din g  som e K G B  f ile s , in th e  R u s- te e  M rs  P fa ff  in d ica te d  th a t sh e T h e y  stro n g ly  fe e l th a t th e  lea s t th a t
sian  ca p ita l co u ld  be fre e  fro m  h er u n iv ersity  co u ld  b e  d o n e  is to  ask  th e  R u ss ia n

In  th e co u rse  o f th e S u n d a y  e v e n - d u tie s  o n ly  d u rin g  th e  C h ris tm a s  G o v e r n m e n t  fo r a fre sh  re s p o n s e  in
ing m ee tin g  in A u g sb u rg , M r w e a k ,  an u  so  co u !u  c o m e  to  In d ia  th e  lig h t o f  th e  th re e  s c h o la rs ' fin d
M u k h e r je e  had show n so m e  p a p e rs  o n ly  to w ard s th e  en d  o f  D e c e m b e r , ings

Forlurthc 
6225961. 
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Govt to authenticate Netaji’s ‘ashes’ by DNA test
SUBRAT A SEN

ATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

J DELHI. O ct 27  -  T h e  
in G o v e rn m e n t h a s  d e c id e d  
>! for DNA te st in g  o f  N e ta ji 's  
e * "  kept in T o k y o  b e fo re  
ig a d e c is io n  to b rin g  it b a ck  
idia w ith full h o n o u rs  d u r- 
Nelaji S u b h a s  C h a n d ra  Bo- 
b ir th  c e n te n a ry  n ex t y ear 
le controversy th a t s h ro u d s  
tji's d e a th  h as n e c e s s ita te d  

th e  U n io n  G o v e rn m e n t 
ild first go for a s c ie n t if ic  
to prove th at th e  ashes kep t 
enfco|i te m p le  in  T o k y o  are 
e o f  Neta|i. T h e  G o v e rn m e n t 
pan  h as ag reed  to  c o o p e ra te  

In d ia  in th is  re sp ec t and  
in fo rm ed  that a tooth of 

iji is p reserv ed  w ith  th e  
s, w h ich  can  be u sed  for th e  
is ile  UN A tests  
•.cording to  s o u rc e s  iry th e 

-\strv o f  E x te rn a l Affairs^ to 
'%y w h eth e r th e  a s h e s  kep i 

'  a re  th o s e  o f N e ta ji. a 
. *  w ill be fo rm ed  c o m 

p ris in g  m em b ers  from  Ih e GDI, 
DN A te s t in g  lab o ra to ry  o f 
H y d erabad , th e  G o v ern m en t o f 
|apan and  DNA e x p e rts  from  th e  
U S A  an d  U .K . M e m b e rs  of 
N eta ji 's  fam ily  w ill a lso  be 
in c lu d ed  in  tn e  c o m m itte e  to 
av oid  any fu rth er co n tro v e rs y  011 
th e su b je c t . T w o  re n o w n e d  UNA 
e x p e rts  — Dr M ic h e lle  H ollan d  
of th e  U S A  and Dr K evin  
S a le v a n  o f th e  U .K . — had 
alread y  b e en  c o n s u lte d  an d  bo th  
o f th em  h av e said  th a t it w o u ld  
be p o ss ib le  to  v erify  th e  a u th e n 
tic ity  o f th e a s h e s  from  th e 
tooth

In c id e n ta lly , th e  re m a in s  o f 
C zar N ich o la s  II. w h o  d ied  in 
1 9 1 7 , w as v er ifie d  re c e n t ly  from  
th e  re m a in s  o f  bo n u s w illi UNA 
s a m p le s  m a tch e d  w ith  th e  D u k e 
o f E d in b u rg h , w h o  is a d irect 
d e s c e n d a n t from  th e  m o th e r 's  
s id e . T h e  M im strv  o f E x te rn a l 
A ffa irs, g o in g  by th e  UN A test o f 
th e  last C zar, h as ask ed  o n e  
n ep h e w  o f  Ne>i|i from  th e  
m o th e r 's  s id e  lo fS o p e r a l f i  111 th e

D N A test ing.
M e a n w h ile , s o u rc e s  sa id , th e  

M in is try  o f  E x te rn a l A ffa irs  w h s  
try in g  to  c o l le c t  a ll in fo rm a tio n  
reg ard in g  th e  c o n tro v e rs ia l  
d e a th  th e o ry  in  a p la n e  c r a s h , 
w h ich  w as n ev e r b e lie v e d  by a 
s e c tio n  o f  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n . 
T h e  a u th e n tic ity  o f  th e  a s h e s  h as  
b e en  d o u b te d  by rriany h is to r 
ia n s  lou.

A c c o rd in g  to M in is try  
s o u rc e s , th e  ja p a n  G o v e rn m e n t, 
w ay  b a ck  111 19 5 (i, g av e it in 
w rit in g  to  th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f  
In d ia  that th e  a s h e s  w e re  g e n u i
n e ly  th o s e  o f N e ta ji 's ,  bu t In d ia  
d id  not re a ct to th e  c o n f id e n tia l  
re p o rt to  av o id  an y  p o lit ic a l 
co n tro v e rs y .

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  r e g a r di n g  N e 
t a j i ' s " d e a t h ' '  m a i n l y  a r o s e  b e 
c a u s e  tin:  Br i t i s h  I n t e l l i g e n c e  
a l w a y s  d o u b t e d  the " d e a t h  t h e 
o r y "  a n d  e v e n  said that  Neta j i  
mi ght  be h i d i n g  s o m e w h e r e  in 
the  e r s t w h i l e  U S S R .  S e v e r a l  
Br i t i s h  P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s ,  q u o 
t i ng i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e por t s ,  h a v e

m a d e  s t a t e m e n t s  in P a r l i a m e n t  
o n  t he  s u b j e c t ,  t h e r e b y  c r e a t i n g  
d o u b t s  a b o u t  Ins  " d e a t h  " 

H o w e v e r ,  wi t h  t i n1 M o s c o w  
a r c h i v e s  b e i n g  o p e n e d  a l t e r  the 
(all of  C o m m u n i s m ,  s o m e  m o r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  has  c o m e  to l ight  A 
t e a m  f r o m t he  As i a t i c  S o c i e t y ,  
af ter h a v i n g  s t u d i ed  the  A r c h i v e  
re c o r d s ,  h a s  c^ome to t he  c o n c l u 
s i on  that  Net&jTi n e v e r  v is ite d  Ihe

c o u n tr y  a fte r  1 9 4 5 . T h e  U n io n  
G o v e rn m e n t is lik e ly  to  req u est 
th e  R u ss ia n  G o v e rn m e n t lo  issu e  
a s ta te m e n t in th is  re sp ec t.

T o  c o n firm  th e  "d e a th  
th e o r y " ,  th e  M in is try  o f  E x tern a l 
A ffa irs  h as  a ls o  o b ta in ed  a 
s ta te m e n t fro m  M r H abibur 
R a h m a n , w h o  w as a id e -d e -c a m p  
o f  N eta ji in  IN A . an d  b e lie v e d  to 
h a v e  a c c o m p a n ie d  N eta ji in  th e  
aircraft,. O ff ic ia ls  h av e tra ce d  M r 
R a h m a n  in  P a k is ta n , an d  o b 
ta in e d  h is  v e rs io n  o f  th e  
" a c c id e n t " .  '

A c c o r d in g  to  M r R a h m a n , 
th e re  w as a p la n e  c ra sh  at 
T a ih o k u  o n  A u g u st 18 , 1 9 4 5 , as 
a re s u lt o f  w h ic h  N eta ji d ied . 
T h e  s m a ll a irc ra ft  w as co m in g  
from  S a ig o n  (n o w  in V ie tn a m ) to 
T a ih o k u  to  re fu e l and  o n e  o f th e  
e n g in e s  ca u g h t fire  W h ile  M r 
R a h m a n  tyid a m ira c u lo u s  e s 
c a p e  a fte r  th e  c ra s h , N eta ji 's  
k h ak i c o tto n  m ilita ry  d ress  
c a u g h t fire  w h ile  h e  w as try in g  
to  e s c a p e  th ro u g h  th e  e m e r
g e n c y  e x it .  " N e ta ji  c a m e  ou t lik e

a b a ll o f  f ire  from  th e  a ir c r a f t ,"  
a c c o rd in g  to  M r R a h m a n . N eta ji 
w as ta k e n  to  th e  Army F ie ld  
H o sp ita l at T a ih o k u , w h e r e  he
d ie d .

M r R a h m a n  h a s  a ls o  informed 
th a t h e  h ad  th e  spectacles and 
o n e  to o th  o f  N e ta ji, w h ic h  he 
d e p o s ite d  at th e  Tokyo N eta ji 
m e m o ria l.

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  E x te rn a l 
A ffa irs  M in is te r , M r P ra n a b  
M u k h e r je e , th e  G o v e r n m e n t 
w o u ld  n o t lik e  to  b rin g  b a c k  ih e  
a s h e s  w ith o u t b e in g  sure o f its 
a u th e n tic i ty . M e a n w h ile , h e  had 
v is ite d  R e n k o ji  te m p le  in Tokyo 
o n  S e p te m b e r  8  w ith  the Foreign 
S e c r e ta r y , M r S a lm a n  Haidar, 
a n d  m et se v e ra l INA members, 
w h o  liv e  in  th e  te m p le . M r 
M u k h e r je e , d u r in g  his re c e n t 
tr ip  to  th e  U N., also w e n t to  
G e rm a n y  to  ta lk  to  Netaji's wife 
E m ilie  B o s e  a n d  his daughter, 
A n ita , w h o  h a v e  supported the 
id e a  o f b r in g in g  th js  ashes to 
In d ia .
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DNA test may put to rest doubts about Netaji’s death

SU N O A  
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A FTER FIFTY years of uncertainly, 
DNA analysis may be able to pul lo 
fts l vloubis on wheihei vhe ashes kept 
m an urn in the Rcnko jt (emple tn Ja 
pan arc indeed the remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Huse

Netaji is believed to have been 
killed in a plane crash in Taihoku in 
Taiwan, on Augusi 18, )S>45 His 
aid e-d e-cam p  Col Habibur Rehman, 
is said lo have taken the ashes 10 To
kyo and the um has been at ihc temple 
ever since Ho*ever, some have al
ways questioned whether Netaji died 
in the crash at a))

Ashis Ray. Netaji's great nephew, 
uud "The whole situation had be
come entangled in emotions Now, 
my proposal to the government is that 
»n international panel of DNA ex 

1 pens be set up 10 give us a report 
v><3 clear all conuovenses ”

He a*)pro*cbcd three <Vngn ex

perts, including those who recently, 
and successfully, identified  ihc re
mains of Czar Nicholas 11 and his fa 
nuly, comparing DNA taken from 
bone fragments buncd for 75 years 
■>Mih control blood samples from dis- 
(an( ma(emal relatives of the Russian 
royal family

Mr Kay said last night he was 
awaiting a go-ahead from ihc Pnme 
Minister Now, it appears the Union 
government has agreed. Mr Ray is all 
praises lor the government. ' ‘For the 
first time in 50 years, a Prime Minis
ter is serious about the matter ” Union 
external affairs minister Pranab Mu- 
kherjee, he said, has been entrusted 
with the task of working out details 
about the return o f  the ashes

Mi Ray said Mr Mukherjee, who 
Has in German). discussed the matter 
with Netaji’ s wife and daughter last 
Saturday “They support the return of 
the ashes"

Mi Kay said a lucky break promp

ted  him to take the initiative. “1 
was able to (>ick up the threads 
when Col Rchinan’s son, living in 
hlamabad. told me his father had said 
that a tooth was given to him after 
Netaji’s cremation The gold plawd 
tooth was apparently ex(rac(cd by 
Japanese doctors. perhaps alter the 
death ”

Col Rehman was, m tact, given 
three items after the cremation —  Nc- 
taji's spectacles, watch and (he tooth 
The colonel apparendy simply pu( (he 
(ooth into the urn which was taken to 
Tokyo "No one had ever come across 
this information before... it turned out 
to be a crucial element in what we arc 
trying to do ” Tins was about (hree 
years ago. said Mr Ray

"W e were wondering how we 
could proceed Last year, it occurred 
to me that DNA testing could be a 
way o u t’ A trip to Japan last year 
only strengthened this impression 
"Not a sentimental statement but a

scientific approach ... could pave the 
waylor a return of the remains lo In
dia," Mi Kay said.

He approached the DNA exp ert 
and got a response from them last- 
month Oi K Sullivan of the UK 
based f orensic Science Service con
firmed that a blood sample from a ne
phew or niece Irom Netaji's sister’s 
side would lie a suitable* control I or 
DNA analysis ‘T7ie tooth, rather 
than the cremated bone fragments, is 
more likely to yield material of suffi
cient quality for DNA analysis," Mr 
Ray said

In a letter dated September 22, Dr 
Sullivan said the test most likely to 
work is mitochondrial DNA analysis. 
"Mitochondrial DNA is inherited 
only (torn the mother, hence indivi
duals who arc linked by an unbroken 
maternal line are expected to have 
identical mitoclKrtklrtal DNA We es
timate that (lie total cost of analysing 
the tooth and two control blood sam

ples would l>e between £5 ,000  and 
£10,000, with the worV taking ap
proximately fom months to perform " 

Mi Hay said the American expert. 
l)t Mitchel Holland, and i  Japanese 
expert have given the same response

Netaji “disappeared" on August 
18, 1945 His plane was said to 
have crashed that day, catching lire. 
and Netaji suffered third-degree 
burns and was rushed to  a Japanese 
armed forces field hospital. There are 
two main accounts of this, one from 
Col Rehman and the second from the 
doctor, Yoshimi, who attended  to Nc- 
taji Some time between 9 pm and 11 
pm that night, Netaji is said to have 
died. He was cremated m Taihoku 
and Col Rehman took the ashes to 
Tokyo

Hut an aura of my siery surrounded 
Netaji’s death bccause o f  the confu 
sion in the post-World War II times 
and. said Mr Ray, the Hntish fcfelieved 
that Netaji had made good his escape

f
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Mov
M'e must indeed all hang together, or most assuredly, we shall all 
hang separately.

—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

/ Exhuming Netaji \
It was reassuring to hear from the extern al afTairs m inister, 

M r Pranah Mukherjee, that the governm ent will not m ove to 
bring to India the ashes in the Rinkoji tem ple in Tokyo, believed 
to be N etaji’s, without a national consensus on the subject. 
Adm ittedly, the process of reaching a consensus cannot be easy. 
Several theories regarding N etaji’s d isappearance have been in 
circulation and sentiments on the subject a rc  strong. Both the 
Shah N aw az Khan Committee (1 9 5 6 ) and the Khosla C o m 
mission (1 9 7 0 ) had condudcd that N etaji had died in the 
Taihoku air crash in August 1945. H ow ever, in 1978, the then 
Prim e M inister, Morarji Desai, told P arliam ent that contradic
tions in the testimony of the witnesses and docum ents subse
quently available had cast "reasonable d o u b ts" on the findings. 
N etaji's nephew, Mr Suresh Chandra Bose, n ever accepted the 
air crash theory . The Forward Bloc, the party founded by N eiaji, 

.s t i l l  contends that he had gone to M an chu ria  after Jap an ’s 
;  surrender to  seek Soviet help and disappeared thereafter. Doubts 
» have been reinforced b> reports that a three-m em b er team  o f the 
J  A siatic Society, Calcutta, during a recent visit to M oscow , 
j  d iscovered “ new facts" on N etaji’s presence in the Soviet Union  
i after W orld  W ar II. According to m aterial available to the team , 
j a s  late as Septem ber 1946 Neiaji was trying to  co n tact Forw ard  
v.Bloc leaders from abroad
*  The inform ation available sc  far is scrappy but happily for 
*• N etaji-w atchers, archival material in M oscow  has been thrown 
fcbj>en to research scholars. From  all ind ications, there is much  
»jhat is available there which could be useful. The Union
• govern m en t, for its part, should take up the m a tte r with M oscow  
fa n d  send an official team to go into all availab le records to 
- 'rem ove doubts as far as practicable. D espite the setting up o f  two 
^inquiry com m issions, an impression has lingered in the public 
*-mind that not enough has been done to find the truth regarding 
^N etaji’s disappearance. This, in turn, has spaw ned wild theories 
io v e r  the decades about those in power in D elhi being allergic to 
♦N etaji. An ill-advised move to confer the B h arat Ratna post- 
th u m o u sly  on Netaji further served to whet such feelings, as it was 
Iseen  as an affront rather than as an honour. It is not necessary 
' t o  rush in the ashes from Rinkoji simply because Netaji-’s birth 
-centenary  is due next year, ft would be m ore relevant to delve 
'in to  facts and and try and am eliorate public m isgivings about the 
'issue. The governm ent should follow up the clues available from

M oscow  and place them before form er INA officials, historians 
*and scholars for proper evaluation People m u st be convinced  

that sincere efforts arc being made to ascertain  the truth, if the 
centenary celebrations are to be m ade truly meaningful

\ TelJy Tricks

Th e  ground wo
plact a m ulul. 

Services (O A T S) 
T he fact that the 

the initial scope o ’ 
F D l though cover 
investm ent is also 
medium term . Apa 
favoured nation 
non) rule, efforts a 
on three aspects 
generally fr e e  acce 
and investm ent, s 
treatm ent for invc 
investm ent and th 
mg m easures to upl 
com m itm ents mad 
vestors

The E C  recognis*

HE was a tittle . 
new bicycle an. 

ing. “ M a, d on 't lc> 
him a little distance 
seal T here was a sta 
face when he fell an 
Jetting go. Son. tha: 
you'll learn anythin; 
starting all over aga  
knees and le a n  i 
brought the cycle ! 
day I told him tfial 
to push " Ju s t  a litt 
pleaded He rode ! 
weaving his way u 
go lo o  far,” i v 
minutes he was b 
he'd gone into a < 
fault M a.” he » 
K inetic was c o m tn  
from the opposite 
when I tried to avos 
the ditch ”  Son , tht 
fee! ash am ed  o l 
cam ouflage yout f 
talcs

His confidence grc 
degrees One day hi 
long i d Ui.cn to Ii

“ T h e very technology which m akes o u r lives m ore simple, 
m akes o u r society more com plex” , observed the m anagem ent 
guru, T h o m as Griffith, adding “ the m ore efficient we becom e, <;
we are m ore specialised -  and m ore d epen den t” . Television ' e m p o r a r y  ^ 
technology, for instance, has brought vividly in to  our hom es and  
hearths gam es like football, cricket, tennis, g o lf and auto-racm g  
The im plosion o f  scm iotic thrills is now only a push-button o r

THE S iam  Islam  
Fathi ShakaM .

with many
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December 11, 1995 

Registered A/D

Dear Shri Rao,

Sub: Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose

I am a nephew of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. My late father, Shri 
Sailesh Chandra Bose was Netaji's younger brother.

I have been followinq in the newspaoers the controversy regarding the 
ashes lying in an urn at the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo, and the efforts 
being made by various factions to bring back these ashes to India as 
those of Netaji Subhas Bose.

I have also been following the news appearing in the media about 
suggestions being made by a distant nephew of mine, Mr. Ashish Ray 
(of CNN), that a Mitochondrial DNA Analysis be done on the ashes 
which will supposedly confirm or otherwise, that the remains are 

' those of Netaji. Mr. Ashish Ray has written to me to ask for my 
urgent support, as a close family member, to his proposal. I have 
made enquiries through my own sources regarding the DNA tests and 
have been informed that at present there are no DNA tests possible 
on "ashes". Only if some bones are left in the urn, then there is a 
vague possibility of doing a DNA test. I have also been told that 
the high temperatures prevailing at the cremation of a body damages 
the bone structures so badly that even if some pieces were intact, 
they would not be of much use. Hence, in my own humble way I do 
not endorse this course of action.

I understand from news reports that my mother, Mrs. Bhakti Bindu Bose 
who is in Calcutta at the moment, together with another aunt of mine 
and a few cousins, have written to you to say that the Government 
should now examine the various archives in Russia, the U.K., the 
U.S.A., etc., which have now been made public and thereby come to a 
conclusion on what exactly happened to Netaji upon his disappearance 
in August 19^5. I feel this would be the best course of action to

. .  2
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A jd h en d u  O S  ( 5 § W

Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 
7, Race Course Road 
NEW DELHI
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conclude a mystery which has left a huge question mark in the minds of 

a vast majority of people in this country, and all these people have 

a right to know what exactly happened to a great patriot of India. 

Pending such investigation and its conclusion thereof, it would be 

unfair to these people to bring back the urn from Tokyo with great 

pomp and fanfare as I believe is being planned. -

The above is my considered opinion.

Best regards,

Yours inee rel y ,

(Ardhendu S. Bose)
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12 December 1995
5 P t £ D  P O S T

A
Your wise decision to  drop d iscu ssion  o f  the Agenda on ENA t e s t  

of the  ashes in  the Renkoji temple has been widely appreciated  by th e  
people- Otherwise* the seren ity  o f  N e t a j i ' s  B ir th  Centenary would have 
been marred. Fronab Babu has a lso  been saved from public anger.

However* I hope you w ill co n sid er  i t  as our sacred ta s k  to  f in a l l y  
s e t t l e  th e  question o f  disappearance of N etaji without any fu rth e r  delay

For t h i s  the following steps should be taken s
i)  P lease  w rite  to  the Govt, o f  Russia to  permit th e  A s ia t ic  

S o c ie ty  R e s e a rc h  Team to go through the documents in the KGB* Commintern 
P resid en t of Soviet Russia and o th e r  f i l e s  preserved in t h e i r  archives, 
without the w ritten  request from the Govt, of India* the  A s ia t i c  S o cie ty  
re se a rch  team i s  not being perm itted  to  in v e s t ig a te  papers kept into  
t h e i r  archives*

" A s i a t i c  S o cie ty  research  team has alread y  got p o s i t iv e  in d ica tio n s  , 
of e x is te n c e  of some v i t a l  documents in  t h e i r  archives about N etaji  
Subhas Chandra B ose 's  presence i n  Soviet Russia a f t e r  f a l l  of  Japan on : 
Aug 15/ 1945. An a r t i c l e  w ritten  by a Russian re search er  - Vinogradov 
w ritten  in  1992 in the Moscows paper 'Echo Plan ety ' has already been 
found w hich c l e a r l y  s ta te d  th a t  Subhas Chandra Bose was kept in  deten
tio n  in th e  Russian c i ty  o f  OMSK a f t e r  f a l l  of Japan-

People o f  India expect you should ta k e  personal i n i t i a t i v e  in  
w riting  to  th e  Govt, of Russia to  permit the team o f  the A s i* t i c  
S o ciety  to  conduct th e ir  research  work on N eta ji .

i i )  The Govt, of U.K.* U.S.A. and Taiwan should be requested to 
publish  th e  re p o rts  of  th e i r  in q u irie s  made to  a s c e r ta in  i f  Subhas Chau? 
Bose r e a l l y  died on Aug 18* 194 5 in  a plane crash a t  Taihoku (Taipei)  
or he managed to  escape again under the  cover of a cooked-up plane 
c ra s h  news. Four sep arate  in q u ir ie s  were made by th e  war-time Global 
Counter I n te l l ig e n c e  Agency (CSDIC) o f  U. K* Lord Mountbatten a s 'th e  
A<*niral of th e  s-E .A sian  Alied fo rces*  Genl. Mac Arthur of the Us 

P a c i f i c  Army and the Mayor o f  Taipei.un der th e  Govt- of Chiang Kai



CP,of t Samat &u/ia
F o r m e r
M E M B E R  OV P A R L I A M E N T  
C h a ir m a n
Privilege C o m m ittee  
( Lok S ab h a  )

8/2, C F N T R A L  P A R K  

C A L C U T T A -7 0 0  032  

Phone ; 7 2 -1 6 0 0

~ 2 -

Shekh. Taiwan Govt, agreed to submit the report of their i n q uiry to 

the Khosla Commission. But J u s t i c e  Khosla refused to accept it-

iii) According to a 'Secret File No. F23(156)/51~PM' -* a personal 

file on Netaji was maintained b y  Pandit Nehru. After h i s  d e ath this 

file was maintained by Md. Yunus. Khosla commission was informed that 

ne a r l y  40 papers (reportO o f  this File have been 'Either D e s t r o y e d  or 

Hissing*. This file should be searched and 'Missing and Destroyed' 

papers should be traced to find out the contents of t hese missing 

papers.

I f  you consider it desirable# I can meet you to e x p lain in 

details about the issues relating to ’disappearance of Netaji'.

I know you will have to face some political constr a i n t s  in finding 

out all about Netaji's disappearance. But i f  you dare it# o u r  history 

will h a i l  you as the seeker of  truth about what really h a p p e n e d  to 

Netaji# the Maha Kshatriya o f  the struggle for emancipation o f  our 

motherland-

W i t h  regards and namaskar#

Shri P.V*Narasimha Rao 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  of I ndia 
South Bloc 
N e w  Delhi

Yours sincerely#

( S A M A R  GUHA )
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P rim e M in is te r  o f  In d ia  
NEW DELHI

R e s p e c t e d  Sir/

We t h e  m e m b e r s  of the I.N.A A s s o c iation, West Bengal 
are d e e p l y  concerned at the a t t empt to b r i n g  the 
so c a l l e d  ashes of Netaji Subhas C h a n d r a  Bose by 
the G o v e r n m e n t  of India and w h i c h  is s u p p o r t e d  by 
some s e n i o r  I.N.A. Officers. A c c o r d i n g  to our 
s c r u t i n i s i n g  inquiry we fo und that the a shes ke p t  
in t h e  R e n k o z i  Temple was that of a Japanese, Ichiro 
O k u r a  w h o  according to the Taih o k u  M u n i c i p a l  Report 
d i e d  of h eart attack on 19th August 1945 a n d  cremated 
on 22nd A u g u s t  1945. Doxnei N e w s  A g e n c y  r e ported 
o n  23rd A u g u s t  1945. If any attempt is ma d e  to 
b r i n g  t h e  ashes from J a p a n  w i l l  a m o u n t  to act of 
w o r s t  s a c r i l a g e  and will v i t i a t e  the s a c r e d  p u r pose 
of c e l e b r a t i n g  Birth Centenary of Netaji. We urge 
o u r  G o v e r n m e n t  to request the G o v e r n m e n t  of Russia 
t o  a l l o w  t h e  Asiatic Society t e a m  of Ca l c u t t a  to 
c o n d u c t  t h e  research w o r k  on the files of the K.G.3. 
and C o m m i - n t e m s  p e r t a i n i n g  N e t a j i ' s  disappearance. 
We also urge our Government to a p p o i n t  a C o m m ission 
of r e s e a r c h  scholars and l e a r n e d  p e o p l e  to find 
t h e  t r u t h  of Netaji's d i s a p p e a r a n c e  and p l ace the 
t r u t h  b e f o r e  the people. L e t t e r  follows.

Cap. B-K-  S a r7 r
Dhairman, I.N.A. A s s o c i a t i o n  
C a l c u t t a .
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M i n i s t r y  of E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s
N e w  O e 1 hi

Note, f o r  .the C a b i n e t

S u b j e c t  : P r o p o s a l  to b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to 
I n d i a .

T h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of N e t a j i  a r e  n o w  k e p t  in t he B o s e  
A c a d e m y  i n  T o k y o .  In v i e w  o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  s e n t i m e n t s  t h a t  
N e t a j i Js b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  in 1 9 9 7  s h o u l d  b e  b e f i t t i n g l y  
c o m m e m o r a t e d » t h e  p r o p o s a l  to b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s  w i t h  d u e  
r e s p e c t  a n d  h o n o u r ,  n e e d s  to b e  p u r s u e d  a n d  a d e c i s i o n  is 
r e q u i r e d  to b e  t a k e n  w e l l  in a d v a n c e  a s  to w h a t  is to b e  
d o n e  w i t h  t h e s e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s . .

B A C K G R O U N D  N O T E  . ON... V A R I O U S  R E P O R T S  ...AND . O P P O S I T I O N  ...TO
C O N C L U S I O N S .D R A W N
1. N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  is a n  i s s u e  s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  

e m o t i o n s .  T h e  i s s u e  of w h e t h e r  h e  a c t u a l l y  d i e d  in t he 
p l a n e  c r a s h  o f  A u g u s t  18, 1945, art T a i h o k u ,  h a s  b e e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  b y  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

(a) S h a h  N a w a z  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t :  In r e s p o n s e  to a 
p u b l i c  d e m a n d ,  the G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  a p p o i n t e d  a 3 - m e m b e r  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  5, 1 9 5 6 ,  " t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a n d  r e p o r t  to 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  b n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t he 
d e p a r t u r e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  B a n g k o k  a b o u t  
t h e  1 6 t h  A u g u s t ,  1945, h i s  a l l e g e d  d e a t h  a s  a r e s u l t  of a n  
a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h e r e w i t h ”. 
T h e  C o m m i t t e e e ,  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of 2 : 1 ,  c a m e  to the c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  ( T a i w a n )  o n  
A u g u s t  18, 1945. W h i l e  S / S h r i  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  S.N. 
M a i t r a ,  s i g n e d  the r e p o r t ,  S h r i  S u r e s h  C h a n d e r  B o s e  
d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  a d i s s e n t i n g
r e p o r t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  .. r e p o r t  of t h e  C o m m i t t e e  ..was
c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e v a l u e d  b y .t h i s  d i s s e n t , . t h e . m a j o r i t y .  r e p o r t  
w a s  a c c e p t e d  b y  the G o v e r n m e n t .

(b) K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of . Inquiry.: In v i e w  of 
w i d e s p r e a d  f e e l i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  of 
f i n d i n g  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  s t i l l  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a p e r s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  f o r  a f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  the m a t t e r ,  the C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t e d  o n  J u l y  
11, 1970, o n e - m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  i n t o  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  
of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e .  S h r i  G.D .  K h o s l a ,  r e t i r e d  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  of P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  s o l e  
m e m b e r .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  J a p a n ,  B u r m a ,  T h a i l a n d ,



S i n g a p o r e ,  M a l a y s i a ,  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a n d  T a i w a n  a n d  e x a m i n e d  
2 2 4  w i t n e s s e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  e x a m i n e d  a b r o a d ) -  A l a r g e  
n u m b e r  of f i l e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  the 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r r i v e d  a t  the 
s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in the a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a x h o k u  
o n  A u g u s t  IS, 1945. T h e  C a b i n e t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  
a c c e p t e d  the f i n d i n g s .  T h e  r e p o r t  of the C o m m i s s i o n ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  t h e  memorandurfs of a c t i o n  t a k e n  t h e r e o n ,  w a s  l a i d  o n  the 
T a b l e  of b o t h  t h e  H o u s e s  of P a r l i a m e n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3, 1974.

c) Extract, of a l e t t e r  dated. 1 9 t h  June, 196 6  w r i t t e n  
by.. S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n ,  , M . P  to t he t h e n  F o r e i g n  
S e c r e t a r y  S h r i  S. D u t t  a b o u t  Col. F i g g e s s ’s r e p o r t

D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s  e v i d e n c e  b e f o r e  the S h a h  N a w a z  
C o m m i t t e e  in T o k y o ,  o n e  Col- J.G. F i g g e s s  is r e p o r t e d  to 
h a v e  s t a t e d  in S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 5  t h a t  he had r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  in 
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 5  f r o m  e i t h e r  the H e a d a u a r t e r s  of S u p r e m e  
A l l i e d  C o m m a n d e r  S.E, A s i a  C o m m a n d ,  K a n d y  or the D i r e c t o r  of 
M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e  I n d i a ,  a s k i n g  h i m  to c a r r y  o u t  
e n q u i r i e s  in T o k y o  a n d  F o r m o s a  to a s c e r t a i n  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  
the s t o r y  of t he d e a t h  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  Bo s e .  
T h e s e  e n q u i r i e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  by h i m  a n d  Col. F i g g s s s  w a s  
p o s i t i v e  t h a t  a c o p y  of t h i s  r e p o r t  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  
t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t .  H e  h a s  a l s o  s e n t  a c o p y  of h i s  
r e p o r t  to the t h e n  G o v e r n m e n t  of J n d i a ( e i t h e r  t h e  D i r e c t o r  
of M i l i t a r y  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  G H Q  I n d i a  o r  the D i r e c t o r  of 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  B r a n c h ,  N e w  D e l h i .

H i g h  C o m m i s s i o n e r ’s r e f e r e n c e  d a t e d  2 7 t h  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 7 8  
to L o r d  M o u n t b a t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t hs c l a s s i f i e d  
d o c u m e n t  c a l l e d  " T h e  T r a n s f e r  of P o w e r s  1 9 4 2 - 4 7”. L o r d  
M o u n t b a t t e n  s t a t e d  the f o l l o w i n g  " My a r c h i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  
s e a r c h e d  a n d  t h e r e  is no o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d  of h i s  d e a t h  a n d  I 
k n o w  t h a t  t h i s  d o u b t  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  W a v e l l  h i m s e l f  b u t  in a 
b o o k , " T h e  E n d  of t h e  W a r  in A s i a "  b y  L o u i s  A l l e n ,  w h o  s e r v e d  
a s  a J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  o f f i c e r  in I n d i a  a n d  B u r m a  d u r i n g  a n d  
at the e n d  of the war, he d e s c r i b e d  in d e t a i l  the a i r  c r a s h  
o n  the 1 8 t h  A u g u s t  1 9 4 5  in w h i c h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  died.

In th i s  b o o k  h e  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  in 1 9 5 6  a m i s s i o n  w a s  
s e n t  to J a p a n  to e n q u i r e  i n t o  the c r a s h  a n d  a l t h o u g h  S u r e s h  
B o s e  s t i l l  s t u c k  to the b e l i e f  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  w a s  a l i v e  in 
the S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  the m i s s i o n  w e r e  
c o n v i n c e d  by t he e v i d e n c e  o f  the 67 w i t n e s s e s  w h o  w e r e  
c a l l e d ,  t h a t  he h a d  d i e d  i n  t h e  c r a s h .  T h e  f a c t  that he h a s  
n e v e r  s u r f a c e d  a n y  w h e r e  to m y  k n o w l e d g e  m a k e s  it a p p e a r  
m o r s  t h a n  e v e r  c l e a r  h e  w a s  in f a c t  k i l l e d  in the crash..
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The l e t t e r  y o u  q u o t e  f r o m  V o l . V I  of " T h e  T r a n s f e r  of 
P o w e r "  is d a t e d  the 2 3 r d  A u g u s t  b u t  it is r e p l y  to a l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  o n  the 1 1 t h  A u g u s t  b y  S i r  E v a n  J e n k i n s ,  t h a t  is, 
s e v e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  C h a n d r a  B o s e ’s de a t h .

H.V. H o d s o n ,  a u t h o r  of " T h e  G r e a t  D i v i d e " ,  a p p e a r s  to
a c c e p t  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  the d e a t h  of C h a n d r a  B o s e ,  a n d  he
h a d  a c c e s s  to the p a p e r s  in m y  a r c h i v e s  w h e n  p r e p a r i n g  to 
w r i t e  h i s  book.

d) S h r i  S a m a r  G u h a  m o v e d  a M o t i o n  in L o k  S a b h a  o n  
A u g u s t  3, 1977, u r g i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to s e t  u p  a 3 - m a n  
c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a f r e s h  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t he m y s t e r y  
of t he d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of N e t a j i . T h e  m o t i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  at 
l e n g t h  in 1 9 7 7  a n o  a l s o  in 1978. O n  the 2 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 7 8  
t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  in t h e  d e b a t e  o b s e r v e d :

" T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t wo e n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t he r e p o r t  of the 
d e a t h  o'? N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  in t h e  a i r - c r a s h  o n  
18t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5  a t  T a i h o k u  a i r f i e l d  d u r i n g  h i s  aii— 
j o u r n e y  to M a n c h u r i a ,  o n e  b y  a C o m m i t t e e  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  
by M a j . G e n e r a l  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  t he s e c o n d  b y  a o n e -  
m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  h e a d e d  b y  S h r i  G.D. K h o s l a ,  
r e t i r e d  J u d g e  of t h e  P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  
r e p o r t  of t h e  f i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  S h r i  K h o s l a  h e l d  the 
r e p o r t  of the d e a t h  a s  true. . S i n c e  then, r e a s o n a b l e  
d o u b t s  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  o n  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of t he 
c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in t h e  two r e p o r t s  a n d  v a r i o u s  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  
h a v e  b e e n  n o t i c e d .  S o m e  f u r t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f f i c i a l  
d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d s  h a v e  a l s o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e .  In the 
l i g h t  of t h o s e  d o u b t s  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  
r e c o r d s  G o v e r n m e n t  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  to a c c e p t  t h a t  t he 
e a r l i e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  d e c i s i v e .  A t  the s a m e  tim e  
G o v e r n m e n t  f e e l s  t h a t  n o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  be s e r v e d  
b y  h a v i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y .  I h o p e  t h a t  i n  the 
l i g h t  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  m y  Hon. f r i e n d  w i l l  w i t h d r a w  
h i s  m o t i o n " .

T h e r e a f t e r  Pr o f ,  G u h a  w i t h d r e w  h i s  m o t i o n .  W h i l e  d o i n g  
s o  he d e c l a r e d  in t h e  H o u s e :

" T o d a y ,  I c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  to t he P r i m s  
M i n i s t e r  b e c a u s e  t o d a y  e n d s  a  c r u s a d e  t h a t  in m y  h u m b l e  
w a y  I w a s  t r y i n g  to c o n d u c t  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  p e o p l e  of 
I n d i a  a t  l e a s t  to s e e  t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y  a n d  l e g a l l y  
N e t a j i  is n o t  d e c l a r e d  d e a d " .



T h e  q u e s t i o n  of a u t h e n t i c i t y  of the a s h e s  k e p t  in the 
R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in J a p a n  a s  t h o s e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e . r e m a i n e d  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  the tber P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  in t h e  H o u s e  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  a n y  
f r e s h  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r .  It was, h o w e v e r ,  f o u n d  t h a t  
the p o i n t  r a i s e d  b y  S h r i  G u h a  in t h e  s p e e c h  in the H o u s e  h a d  
b e e n  f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  i n  t h e  H o m e  M i n i s t r y  in t h e  c o n t e x t  of 
the K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  f i n d i n g s  a n d  no f r e s h  g r o u n d s  
r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  a n e w  c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  
b e e n  a d v a n c e d  by him. T h e  m a t t e r  was ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p l a c e d  
b e f o r e  the C C P A  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l :

" T h e  i s s u e  of N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h  a n d  b r i n g i n g  of a s h e s  to 
I n d i a  is s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  e m o t i o n .  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  t w o  
e n q u i r i e s  o n  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  
C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  e r a s h  o n  I S t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5  a t  
T a i h o k u , T h e  M i n i s t r y  of H o m e  A f f a i r s  a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  of 
the v i e w  t h a t  no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  b y  h o l d i n g  
y e t  a n o t h e r  e n q u i r y  o r / b y  b r i n g i n g  the a s h e s  b a c k  to I n d i a  
a t  p r e s e n t  a s  thi s  m i g h t  c r e a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  t e n s i o n s . "

T h e  C C P A a p p r o v e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l o n .2 7 t h  F e b r u a r y . 1 9 9 1
a n d  the matt.er w a s  l a i d  a t .rest.

(d) R e p o r t  o f.t h e  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  Office.; In a n o t e
v e r b a l e •i s s u e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
to t h e  E m b a s s y  of I n d i a  in J a p a n ,  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  31, 1956, 
t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  f o r w a r d e d  a r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e i r  
M i n i s t r y  o n  the c a u s e  of d e a t h  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to 
l a t e  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e .  T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  the f a c t  t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  
o n  A u g u s t  IS, 1 9 4 5  at 7 PM. T h e  r e p o r t ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  
i n c l u d e d  s e q u e n c e  of e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  to t h e  s a d  d e m i s e  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r o u g h  s k e t c h  m a p  of 
th e  a i r p o r t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  t h e  T a i p e i  A r m y  H o s p i t a l .  T h i s
re p o rt w e s .t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  b y b o t h  S h a h  N a w a z  C o m m i t t e e
a n d  Khosla....Commission.o f ,. I nqui.ry.

U N I O N .C A B I N E T  D E C I S I O N  OF F E B R U A R Y  8. 199 5

2. T h e  U n i o n  C a b i n e t  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  8, 1S“95, 
£ h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of N e t a j i  
S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  t o  I ndia. W h i l e  d e f e r r i n g  
a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n , the C a b i n e t  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  the 
d e p e n d a b i l i t y  of t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  in J a p a n  s h o u l d  b e  
p r o p e r l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  t h a t  a c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  
u p k e e p  of t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  up, a n d  th a t  
o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  in T o k y o  b e  s p e c i f i c i a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to l o o k  
i n t o  t h e s e  a s p e c t s .



p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s

3. T h e  a s h e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  k e p t  in a n  u r n  o n  the r i g h t  
s i d e  of t he m a i n  a l t a r  i n  t h e  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in the 
o u t s k i r t s  ( b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y )  of T o k y o .  L i k e  all s h r i n e s  
in J a p a n ,  t h e r e  is no s e c u r i t y  e x c e p t  w h a t  is e n s u r e d  b y  t he 
r e v e r e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t  s h o w n  b y  t he J a p a n e s e  t o w a r d s  
r e l i g i o u s  p l a c e s .  T h e  s h r i n e  is n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  d e v o t e d  to 
the a s h e s  of N e t a j i ,  a n d  is v i s i t e d  b y  w o r s h i p p e r s  w h o  d o  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g o  t h e r e  to p a y  r e s p e c t  to the a s h e s .  
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  of s e c u r i t y  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  to b e  r e c e i v e d  
k i n d l y ,  a s  t h i s  is a p l a c e  of w o r s h i p  o p e n  to all. 
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  f r o m  u s  c o u l d  w e l l  r e v i v e  t h e  
o c c a s i o n a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  
the a s h e s  to India.

4. T h e . s h r i n e  is l o o k e d  a f t e r  b y  Rev. Y a s u f u m i  M o c h i z u k i , 
w h o s e  f a t h e r  w a s  t he priest, of t h e  s h r i n e  e a r l i e r  a n d  h a d  
p e r s o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  the a s h e s  f r o m  T a i p e i  a b o u t  5 0  y e a r s  ago. 
A m o n g s t  t he l i s t  of m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  
A c a d e m y ,  he is the y o u n g e s t  a n d  is 55 y e a r s  old. Rev. 
M o c h i z u k i  a p p e a r s  to b e  q u i t e  h a p p y  to c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  of 
l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  a s h e s  a n d  h a s  t o l d  o u r  E m b a s s y  tha t  he h a s  
no i n t e n t i o n  of d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  t h e  f u l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
a n d  a p p r o v a l  of J a p a n e s e  a n d  I n d i a n  G o v e r n m e n t s .  W e  d o n a t e  
Y e n  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  u p k e e p .  It w a s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e  i n c r e a s e d  to Y e n  1 m i l l i o n .  
A s  p e r  P M ’s d i r e c t i v e  d a t e d  3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1995, M E A  is 
p r o c e s s i n g  the p r o p o s a l  to i n c r e a s e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a ’s 
a n n u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in T o k y o  f r o m  Y e n  
6 0 0 , 0 0 0 / -  to Y e n  O n e  m i l l i o n .

P R E S S U R E  FOR R d M O V A L  OF A S H E S  TO I N D I A

5. O u r  A m b a s s a d o r ’s i m p r e s s i o n  is t h a t  s u c h  p r e s s u r e  a s  
t h e r e  is, c o m e s  c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h e  a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i  w h o  
a r e  g r o w i n g  o l d e r  a n d  w h o  f e e l  a p e r s o n a l  s e n s e  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the a s h e s .  T h e y  fee l  t h a t  a f t e r  them, 
t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  n o b o d y  to p a y  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  to t h e  m e m o r y  of 
N e t a j i .  E v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  t he m a i n  p r e s s u r e  is f r o m  
o l d e r  m e m b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mr. H a y a s h i ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  B o s e  
A c a d e m y .  H e  is In p o o r  h e a l t h .  A t  the m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  o n  
A u g u s t  19, 1994, Mr. H a y s h i  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
l a s t  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  " in k e e p i n g  w i t h  B u d d h i s t  t r a d i t i o n  
a n d  practice'*. W h i l e  it is n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  is a n y  r u l e  
fo r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of the m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  5 0  y e a r s ,  
the y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s  a p p e a r  to b e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  to c a r r y  o n  
the m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w o u l d  a l l  b e  h a p p y  to ;•ae 
N e t a j i ' s  a s h e s  r e p a t r i a t e d  to I n d i a  w i t h  d u e  h o n o u r  a n d  
c e r e m o n y .

6. A m b a s s a d o r ' s  r e m a r k s  o n  the " p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s "  a n d  
“p r e s s u r e  f d r  r e m o v a l  of a s h e s  to I n d i a "  w e r e  c o n v e y e d  to 
the H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  b y  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  in J u n e ,  1995.
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7. (a) T h e  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  has a s k e d  us w h e t h e r ,  
in v i e w  of t he f o r t h c o m i n g  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of N e t a j i ’s 
d e a t h  a n d  the f o r t h c o m i n g  c e n t e n a r y  of h i s  b i r t h ( J a n u a r y  23, 
1 997), w e  p r o p o s e  to t a k e  t he a s h e s  b a c k  to India. T h i s  h as 
b e e n  m o r e  in the n a t u r e  of a n  i n q u i r y  t h a n  a s u g g e s t i o n .  It 
is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  w o u l d  d o  a n y t h i n g  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  u s  a n d  s e e k i n g  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e ,

E A M ’S ..talks w i t h  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i n g  M i n i s t e r  K o n a

(b) D u r i n g  E A M ’s v i s i t  to J a p a n ,  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t a r  
Y o h e i o  K o n o  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  v i s i t  of E A M  to R e n k o j i  t e m p l e  
o n  8 S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 9 5  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  J a p a n e s e  
w h o  r e s p e c t e d  N e t a j i  B o s e .  T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  to the i s s u e  of 
N e t a j i ’s a s h e s  w a s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  o n e  n o t e s  t h a t  the 
p e o p l e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of t he a s h e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  old. B u t  the 
i s s u e  r e m a i n s  u n r e s o l v e d .  F M Y K  s o u g h t  E A M ’s c a n d i d  
a s s e s s m e n t .  E A M  r e p l i e d  t h a t  it w a s  o n e  of t he i s s u e s  w h i c h  
I n d i a  is a d d r e s s i n g .  T h e  c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of N e t a j i  
w a s  f a l l i n g  n e x t  year. S o m e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  s p e c i a l l y  o n e  
of N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w s ,  h a d  r a i s e d  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to t h e  
t a k i n g  of a s h e s  to I n d i a .  H e  b e l o n g s  to a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
o c c a s i o n .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’s e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  to a w a r d  t h e  
B h a r a t  R a t n a  to N e t a j i  p o s t h m o u s l y  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  in the 
c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d  t h a t  h i s  d e a t h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  A t  t h e  s a m e  ti m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  I N A  v e t e r a n s ,  w h i c h  f e e l s  
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  the a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  in a m o n u m e n t  in 

v. I n d i a  d e d i c a t e d  to N e t a j i .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  t a l k i n g  to them. 
T h i s  m o n t h  w e  a r e  a l s o  c o n t i n u i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  N e t a j i ’s 
r e l a t i v e s  to r e s o l v e  t h e  i s s u e .  I n d i a  is g r a t e f u l  to t he 
J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  a s h e s  f o r  
s o  l o n g  w i t h  r e v e r e n c e .  F M Y K  s a i d  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  in J a p a n

I h a v e  r e s p e c t  f o r  N e t a j i  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no i n c o n v e n i e n c e  in 
k e e p i n g  t he a s h e s  here. H o w e v e r ,  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  it 
w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  to r e t u r n  t h e  a s h e s  to h i s  h o m e l a n d  a n d  to 
h i s  f a m i l y .  E AM s a i d  t h a t  I n d i a  w o u l d  g i v e  w e i g h t  to the 
v i e w s  of his d a u g h t e r  w h o  w a s  in f a v o u r  of t a k i n g  t h e  a s h e s  
to I ndia. In a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to b e  
r e s o l v e d  soon..

S T A N D  OF THE R U S S I A N  F O R E I G N  O F F I C E

\ I 8. In a n o t e  v e r b a l e  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  27, 1995, t he M i n i s t r y  
III o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  of t h e  R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n ,  i n f o r m e a  u s  
i l t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t he 
1‘C e n t r a l  A r c h i v a l  C o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  

of R u s s i a ,  a n d  t h e  R u s s i a n  C e n t r e  f o r  R e t e n t i o n  a n d  P e r u s a l  
o f  D o c u m e n t s  of M o d e r n  H i s t o r y ,  no i n f o r m a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  
h a s  .come to light o n  t h e  s t a y  of S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a . B o s e  o n  the 
t e r r i t o r y  of. the. ..former U S S R  in 1 9 4 5  and, in s u b s e q u e n t  

y ea r s .



M E A ’S S U G G E S T I O N S

9. M E A  s u g g e s t e d  that in v i e w  of t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  s e n t i m e n t s  
N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  in 1 9 9 7  s h o u l d  b e  b e f i t t i n g l y  
c o m m e m o r a t e d , the a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  to I n d i a  w i t h  
d u e  r e s p e c t  a n d  h o n o u r .  T h i s  a c t i o n  w o u l d  f o r m  p a r t  of the 
fu l l  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  r o l e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
I n d i a ’s i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  In d o i n g  so, t he f o l l o w i n g  
p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n  w a s  e n v i s a g e d ;

i) P r o m o t i o n  of c o n s e n s u s  in favour of b u r y i n g  the 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s . . .  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  
a n d  o t h e r s  to b e  d i s c r e e t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  to m a k e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  in P a r l i a m e n t ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to b r i n g  
b a c k  t h e  a s h e s ,  or

ii; A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m m i t t e e  l o  

c o m m e m o r a t e  N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  w h o  w o u l d  g i v e  
a c a l l  f o r  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the l a t e  l e a d e r ’s a s h e s  to India.

MHfl’S S T A N D

10. B a s e d  o n  the i n p u t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  M E A  a n d  IB, it w a s  
f e l t  t h a t  if a d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n  to b r i n g  t h e  a s h e s  b a c k  to 
I n d i a ,  c r e a t i o n  of f a v o u r a b l e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w i l l  b e  a 
c r u c i a l  s t e p  in the r e a l i s a t i o n  of t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  S o m e  
m e m b e r s  of the B o s e  f a m i l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S h r i  A m i y a  H a t h  
B o s e ,  N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  P r o f  S a m a r  G u h a  
a n d  m e m b e r s  of the F o r w a r d  B l o c ,  a r e  n o t  r e c o n c i l e d  to the 
f a c t  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u .  It 
w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to t a k e  m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i ’s 
f a m i l y  i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  in the f i r s t  p l a c e  b y  c o n v i n c i n g  t h e m  
of the g e n u i n e n e s s  of t he a s h e s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  of a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  m e m o r i a l  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h a l l  a l s o  
h a v e  to b e  a d d r e s s e d  in d u e  c o u r s e ,

P R O P O S A L  OF A S H I S  C. R A Y  O F  C N N

11. A s h i s  C. R a y  of CN N ,  w h o  is t h e  g r a n d s o n  of N e t a j i ’s 
e l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  v i s i t e d  J a p a n  a b o u t  a y e a r  a g o  a n d  h a d  m e t  
o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .  O n  S e p t e m b e r  5, 1995, S h r i  
R a y  p r o p o s e d  to the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  in a f a x  m e s s a g e ,  to 
d i r e c t  c o n d u c t i n g  of a D N A  t e s t  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v i d e  c o n c l u s i v e  
a n d  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  a s  to w h e t h e r  the 
a s h e s  a t  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  a r e  N e t a j i ’s or  not. F u r t h e r ,  he 
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e a m  of e x p e r t s ,  o n e  of w h o m  
c o u l d  b e  f r o m  o u r  D N A  C e n t r e  at H y d e r a b a d ,  b e  " e n t r u s t e d  
w i t h  t he j o b  w i t h  a s e t  of o b s e r v e r s  f r o m  the B o s e  f a m i l y ,  
t h e  F o r w a r d  B l o c k ,  a n d  s u c h  l i k e " -  H e  s t a t e d  th a t  a b l o o d  
s a m p l e  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  a r e l a t i v e  a n d  b o n e  p a r t i c l e s  
f r o m  t h e  a s h e s  or a t o o t h  ( w h i c h  is l i k e l y  to e x i s t  in t h e  
u r n  o n  the b a s i s  of a c l a i m  m a d e  b y  N e t a j i ’s A D C  Col .  
H a b i b u r  R a h m a n ) ,  to c a r r y  o u t  the tests.



Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e  l e a r n t  in N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 9 5  
SjL t h a t  Dr. T a n e y c s h i  Y o s h i m i  ( T h e  d o c t o r  w h o  a t t e n d e d  o n

N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  8 o s e  a f t e r  the p l a n e  c r a s h  o n  A u g u s t  18, 1 9 4 5  
at T a i h o k u )  w a s  a l i v e  a n d  w i t h  the h e l p  of a J a p a n e s e  
c o l l e a g u e  i n t e r v i e w e d  him. I n  a p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  in the 
S t a t e s m a n  o n  1 2 . 1 2 , 9 5 ,  Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  
t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e  d i e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in a 
p l a n e  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  o n  A u g u s t  IS, 1 9 4 5  a n d  t h a t  Or. 
Y o s h i m i  c o n f i r m e d  to h i m  . h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  t h e  d e a t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e .

V I E W S .OF. N E T A J I  ’S .D A U G H T E R

12. Ms. A n i t a  P f a f f ,  N e t a j i * s  d a u g h t e r  f r o m  h i s  G e r m a n  
w i f e ,  h a d  v i s i t e d  D e l h i  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  
of t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  b e e n  in t o u c h  w i t h  t he J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  
in D e l h i  in F e b r u a r y  19 9 5 .  S h e  h a d  a l s o  w r i t t e n  to s o m e  
a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i ,  i n c l u d i n g  H a y a s h i . E A M  m e t  h e r  in 
G e r m a n y  in O c t o b e r  1995, D u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  EAM, s h e  
e x p r e s s e d  h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to g o  a l o n g  w i t h  t he p r o p o s a l  of 
b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the a s h e s  to I n d i a  b u t  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  of t h e  
D N A  test.

V I E W S  OF O T H E R  IMPORTANT. M E M B E R S  OF N E T A J I ' S  F A M I L Y

13. W h i l e  Dr, S i s i r  B o s e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  
t h e  a s h e s ,  Dr. A m i y a  N a t h  B o s e ,  N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w  r e m a i n s  the 
m o s t  v o c i f e r o u s  s k e p t i c  of t h e  a i r  c r a s h  e p i s o d e  a n d  
o p p o s e s  a n y  p r o p o s a l  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s .

/■
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S u b j e c t  ; P r o p o s a l  to b r i n g  b a c k  the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to

B A C K G R O U N D  N O T E  O N  V A R I O U S  R E P O R T S  A N D  O P P O S I T I O N  TO 
C O N C L U S I O N S  D R A W N

1. N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h  is a n  i s s u e  s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  
e m o t i o n s .  T h e  i s s u e  of w h e t h e r  he a c t u a l l y  d i e d  in t h e  
p l a n e  c r a s h  of A u g u s t  18, 19 4 5 ,  a t  T a i h o k u ,  h a s  b e e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  b y  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

(a) S h a h  N a w a z  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t :  In r e s p o n s e  to a 
p u b l i c  d e m a n d ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  a p p o i n t e d  a 3 - m e m b e r  
c o m m i t t e e  on A p r i l  5, 1956, " to i n q u i r e  i n t o  a n d  r e p o r t  to 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
d e p a r t u r e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  B a n g k o k  a b o u t  
the 1 6 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5 ,  h i s  a l l e g e d  d e a t h  a s  a r e s u l t  of a n  
a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h e r e w i t h " .  
The C o m m i t t e e e ,  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of 2 : 1 ,  c a m e  to the c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  ( T a i w a n )  o n

| A u g u s t  18, 1945. W h i l e  S / S h r i  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  S . N ,
» X  M a i t r a ,  s i g n e d  t h e  r e p o r t ,  S h r i  S u r e s h  C h a n d e r  B o s e

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  a d i s s e n t i n g
re p ort. A l t h o u g h  . t h e ...r e p o r t  of t h e  . C o m m i t t e e  . w a s
considerably.... d e v a l u e d  b y  ..this, d i s s e n t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  
was. a c c e p t e d  by t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .

(b) K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y :  In v i e w  of 
w i d e s p r e a d  f e e l i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  the p r o b l e m  of 
f i n d i n g  the t r u t h  a b o u t  N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  s t i l l  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a p e r s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  f o r  a f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r ,  the C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t e d  o n  J u l y  
11, 1970, o n e - m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  i n t o  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  
of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e .  S h r i  G.D. K h c s l a ,  r e t i r e d  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  of P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  s o l e  
m e m b e r .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  J a p a n ,  B u r m a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  
S i n g a p o r e ,  M a l a y s i a ,  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a n d  T a i w a n  a n d  e x a m i n e d  
2 2 4  w i t n e s s e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  e x a m i n e d  a b r o a d ) .  A l a r g e  
n u m b e r  of f i l e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  the 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r r i v e d  a t  t he 
s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  
o n  A u g u s t  18, 1945. T h e  C a b i n e t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  
a c c e p t e d  t h e  f i n d i n g s .  T h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  the m e m o r a n d u m  of a c t i o n  t a k e n  t h e r e o n ,  w a s  l a i d  o n  t he 
T a b l e  of b o t h  the H o u s e s  of P a r l i a m e n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3, 1974.
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c) S h r i  S a m a r  G u h a  m o v e d  a M o t i o n  i n  l o k  S a b h a  o n  
A u g u s t  3,. 1977, u r g i n g  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  to s e t  u p  a 3 ~ m a n  
c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a f r e s h  i n q u i r y  i n t o  the m y s t e r y  
of the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of N e t a j i . T h e  m o t i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  at 
l e n g t h  in 19 7 7  a n d  a l s o  in 19 7 8 .  O n  the 2 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 7 8  
t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  in t h e  d e b a t e  o b s e r v e d ;

“T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  two e n q u i r i e s  i n t o  the r e p o r t  of the 
d e a t h  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  in t h e  a i r - c r a s h  o n  
1 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5  a t  T a i h o k u  a i r f i e l d  d u r i n g  h i s  a i r -  
j o u r n e y  to M a n c h u r i a ,  o n e  b y  a C o m m i t t e e  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  
b y  M a j . G e n e r a l  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  the s e c o n d  b y  a o n e -  
m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  h e a d e d  b y  S h r i  G. D .  K h o s l a ,  
r e t i r e d  J u d g e  of t h e  P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  
r e p o r t  of the f i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  S h r i  K h o s l a  h e l d  t he 
r e p o r t  of t h e  d e a t h  a s  true. S i n c e  then, r e a s o n a b l e  
d o u b t s  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  o n  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in t h e  t w o  r e p o r t s  a n d  v a r i o u s - 
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  
h a v e  b e e n  n o t i c e d .  S o m e  f u r t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f f i c i a l  
d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d s  h a v e  a l s o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e .  In t he 
l i g h t  of t h o s e  d o u b t s  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  
r e c o r d s  G o v e r n m e n t  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  to a c c e p t  t h a t  the 
e a r l i e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  d e c i s i v e .  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
G o v e r n m e n t  f e e l s  t h a t  n o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  b e  s e i v e d  
b y  h a v i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y .  I h o p e  t h a t  in the 
l i g h t  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  m y  Hon .  f r i e n d  w i l l  w i t h d r a w  
h i s  m o t i o n " .

T h e r e a f t e r  Prof, G u h a  w i t h d r e w  h i s  m o t i o n .  W h i l e  d o i n g  

s o  he d e c l a r e d  in t h e  H o u s e :

" T o d a y ,  I c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  to the P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  b e c a u s e  t o d a y  e n d s  a. c r u s a d e  t h a t  in m y  h u m b l e  
w a y  I w a s  t r y i n g  to c o n d u c t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  the p e o p l e  of 
I n d i a  at. l e a s t  to s e e  t h a t  o f f i c i a l l y  a n d  l e g a l l y  
N e t a j i  is n o t  d e c l a r e d  d e a d "  .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  of a u t h e n t i c i t y  of t h e  a s h e s  k e p t  i n  the 
R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  i n  J a p a n  as t h o s e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e  r e m a i n e d  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  t h e n  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  in the H o u s e  the G o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  a n y  
f r e s h  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r .  It w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o u n d  t h a t  
the point- r a i s e d  b y  S h r i  G u h a  in t h e  s p e e c h  in t h e  H o u s e  h a d  
b e e n  f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  in t h e  H o m e  M i n i s t r y  in t h e  c o n t e x t  of 
the K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n -  f i n d i n g s  a n d  no f r e s h  g r o u n d s  
r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  a n e w  c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  
b e e n  a d v a n c e d  b y  him. T h e  m a t t e r  w a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p l a c e d  
b e f o r e  t he C C P A  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l :

“Th e  i s s u e  of N e t a j i ' s  d e a t h  a n d  b r i n g i n g  of a s h e s  lo  
T n d i a  is s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  e m o t i o n ,  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  t wo 
e n q u i r i e s  o n  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  r.hand~a 
Bo s e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  tha t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  
C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  in t h e  s i r  c r a s h  o n  1 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 5  a t



T a i h o k u .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  of Horns A f f a i r s  ar e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  of 
the v i e w  t h a t  n o  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  b y  h o l d i n g  
y e t  a n o t h e r  e n q u i r y  o r / b y  b r i n g i n g  t he a s h e s  b a c k  to I n d i a  
at p r e s e n t  as t h i s  m i g h t  c r e a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  tens i o n s .  "

T h e  C C P A  a p p r o v e d  the. p r o p o s a l  o n  2 7 t h  February., ,1991. 
and. ...the.., m a t  ter w a s  l a i d  at, rest.

(d) R e p o r t  of t h e  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ;  In a n o t e  
v e r b a l s  i s s u e d  b y  the J a p a n e s e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
to the E m b a s s y  of I n d i a  in J a p a n ,  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  31, 1956, 
the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  f o r w a r d e d  a r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e i r  
M i n i s t r y  o n  the c a u s e  of d e a t h  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to 
l a t e  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  8 o s e ,  T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  
o n  A u g u s t  18, 1 9 4 5  a t  7 PM. T h e  r e p o r t ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  
i n c l u d e d  s e q u e n c e  of e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  to t h e  s a d  d e m i s e  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  r o u g h  s k e t c h  m a p  of 
t h e  a i r p o r t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  t h e  T a i p e i  A r m y  H o s p i t a l .  This, 
report, was, t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  b y  b o t h  S h a h  N a w a z  C o m m i t  t ee 
a n d .Khosla,. C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y .

. UNION. C A B I N E T  D E C I S I O N  O F  F E B R U A R Y  .. 8, „ 1 9 9 5

2. T h e  U n i o n  C a b i n e t  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  8, 1995, 
t he q u e s t i o n  of b r i n g i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of N e t a j i  
S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to I n d i a .  ' W h i l e  d e f e r r i n g  
a  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n , t he C a b i n e t  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  the 
d e p e n d a b i l i t y  of t he a r r a n g e m e n t s  in J a p a n  s h o u l d  b e  
p r o p e r l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  t h a t  a c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  
u p k e e p  of the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  up, a n d  that 
o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  in T o k y o  b e  s p e c i f i c i a l i y  r e q u e s t e d  to lo o k  

i n t o  t h e s e  a s p e c t s .

P R E S E N T  A R R A N G E M E N T S

3. T h e  a s h e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  k e p t  i n  an u r n  o n  the r i g h t  
s i d e  of the m a i n  a l t a r  i n  t h e  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in t he 
o u t s k i r t s  ( o u t  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y )  of T o k y o .  L i k e  all s h r i n e s  
in J a p a n ,  t h e r e  is no s e c u r i t y  e x c e p t  w h a t  is e n s u r e d  b y  t he 
r e v e r e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t  s h o w n  b y  the J a p a n e s e  t o w a r d s  
r e l i g i o u s  p l a c e s .  T h e  s h r i n e  is n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  d e v o t e d  to 
t h e  a s h e s  of N e t a j i ,  a n d  i s  v i s i t e d  b y  w o r s h i p p e r s  w n o  do 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g o  t h e r e  to p a y  r e s p e c t  to t he a s h e s .  
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  of s e c u r i t y  is n o t  l i k e l y  to b e  r e c e i v e d  
k i n d l y ,  a s  t h i s  is a place, of w o r s h i p  o p e n  to all 
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  f r o m  u s  c o u l d  w e l l  r e v i v e  the 
o c c a s i o n a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t h a t  w e  s n o u l c  take 

the a s h e s  to India.
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4. T h e  s h r i n e  is l o o k e d  a f t e r  b y  Re v ,  Y a s u f u m i  n c c n i z u k i ,  
w h o s e  f a t h e r  w a s  t h e  p r i e s t  o f  t h e  s h r i n e  e a r l i e r  a n d  h a d  
p e r s o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  the a s h e s  f r o m  T a i p e i  a b o u t  5 0  y e a r s  ago. 
A m o n g s t  t h e  l i s t  of m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e

. A c a d e m y ,  he is t h e  y o u n g e s t  a n d  is 5 5  y e a r s  ol d .  Rev.
M o c h i z u k i  a p p e a r s  to b e  q u i t e  h a p p y  to c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  of 

■ v  -<* l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  a s h e s  a n d  h a s  t o l d  o u r  E m b a s s y  th a t  he h a s
no i n t e n t i o n  of d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  the f u l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
a n d  a p p r o v a l  of J a p a n e s e  a n d  I n d i a n  G o v e r n m e n t s .  W e  d o n a t e  
Y e n  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y ,  f o r  the u p k e e p .  It w a s  f e l t  tha t  the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e  i n c r e a s e d  to Y e n  l m i l l i o n .  
A s  p e r  PM * s d i r e c t i v e  d a t e d  3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r , 1995, M E A  is 
p r o c e s s i n g  the p r o p o s a l  to i n c r e a s e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a ’ ;. 
a n n u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in T o k y o  f r o m  Y e n  
6 0 0 » 0 0 0 / -  to Y e n  O n e  m i l l i o n ,

P R E S S U R E .FOR R E M O V A L  O F  A S H E S  TO I N D I A

5. O u r  A m b a s s a d o r ’s i m p r e s s i o n  is tftat s u c h  p r e s s u r e  a s  
t h e r e  is, c o m e s  c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h e  a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i  w h o  
a r e  g r o w i n g  o l d e r  a n d  w h o  f e e l  a  p e r s o n a l  s e n s e  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  a s h a s .  T h e y  f e e l  t h a t  a f t e r  them, 
t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  n o b o d y  to p a y  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  to t he m e m o r y  of 
N e t a j i .  E v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  the m a i n  p r e s s u r e  is f r o m  
o l d e r  m e m b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mr. H a y a s h i ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  B o s e  
A c a d e m y ,  He is in p o o r  h e a l t h .  At. t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  o n  
A u g u s t  19, 1994, Mr, H a y s h i  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  t h a t  w o u l d  b a  the 
l a s t  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  " i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  B u d d h i s t  t r a d i t i o n

A a n d  p r a c t i c e " .  W h i l e  it is n o t  c l e a r  that t h e r e  is a n y  r u l e
f o r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  50 y e a r s ,  
the y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s  a p p e a r  to b e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  to c a r r y  on 
t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w o u l d  all b e  h a p p y  tc s e e  
N e t a j i ’s a s h e s  r e p a t r i a t e d  to T n d i a  w i t h  d u e  h o n o u r  a n d  
c e r e m o n y ,

6. A m b a s s a d o r ’s r e m a r k s  o n  the " p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s "  .*nd 
" p r e s s u r e  for r e m o v a l  of a s h e s  to I n d i a "  w e r e  c o n v e y e d  to 
t h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  b y  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  in J u n e ,  1995.

V I E W S .OF ..JAPANESE F O R E I G N  O F F I C E

7. (a) T h e  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  h a s  a s k e d  u s  w h e t h e r ,  
in v i e w  of t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of N e t a j i ’s 
d e a t h  a n d  the f o r t h c o m i n g  c e n t e n a r y  of h i s  b i r t h ( J a n u a r y  23, 
19 9 7 ) ,  w e  p r o p o s e  to t a k e  the a s h e s  b a c k  to I ndia. T h i s  h a s  
b e e n  m o r e  in the n a t u r e  of a n  i n q u i r y  t h a n  a s u g g e s t i o n .  It 
is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t he F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  w o u l d  d o  a n y t h i n g  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  u s  a n d  s e e k i n g  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e .
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(b) D u r i n g  E A M ’s v i s i t  to J a p a n ,  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
Y o h e i o  K o n o  r e f e r r e d  to t he v i s i t  of E A M  to R e n k o j i  t e m p l e  
o n  8 S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 9 5  a n d  s a i d  c h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  J a p a n e s e  
w h o  r e s p e c t e d  N e t a j i  B o s e ,  T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  to the i s s u e  of 
N e t a j i ’s a s h e s  w a s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  o n e  n o t e s  t h a t  the 
p e o p l e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  a s h e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  old, S u t  t he 
i s s u e  r e m a i n s  u n r e s o l v e d ,  F M Y K  s o u g h t  E A M ’s c a n d i d  
a s s e s s m e n t .  E A M  r e p l i e d  t h a t  it w a s  o n e  of the i s s u e s  w h i c h  
I n d i a  is a d d r e s s i n g .  T h e  c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of 'Netaji 
w a s  f a l l i n g  n e x t  y e a r .  S o m e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  s p e c i a l l y  o n e  
of N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w s ,  h a d  r a i s e d  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to the 
t a k i n g  of a s h e s  to I n d i a .  H e  b e l o n g s  to a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
w h i c h  d o e s  not b e l i e v e  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
o c c a s i o n .  T he G o v e r n m e n t ’s e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  to a w a r d  the 
B h a r a t  R a t n a  to N e t a j i  p o s t h m o u s l y  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  in the 
c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d  t h a t  h i s  d e a t h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  A t  the s a m e  time, h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  I N A  v e t e r a n s ,  w h i c h  f e e l s  
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  in a m o n u m e n t  in 
I n d i a  d e d i c a t e d  to N e t a j i .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  t a l k i n g  to them. 
T h i s  m o n t h  w e  a r e  a l s o  c o n t i n u i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  N e t a j i ’s 
r e l a t i v e s  to r s o l v e  t h e  i s s u e .  I n d i a  is g r a t e f u l  to the 
J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  a s h e s  f o r  
s o  l o n g  w i t h  r e v e r e n c e ,  F M Y K  s a i d  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n  J a p a n  
h a v e  r e s p e c t  f or N e t a j i  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  no i n c o n v e n i e n c e  in 
k e e p i n g  the a s h e s  he r e .  H o w e v e r ,  he p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  that it 
w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  to r e t u r n  t h e  a s h e s  to h i s  h o m e l a n d  a n d  to 
h i s  f a m i l y .  E A M  s a i d  t h a t  I n d i a  w o u l d  g i v e  w e i g h t  to the 
v i e w s  of h i s  d & u g h t & r  w h o  w a s  in f a v o u r  of t a k i n g  t h e  a s h e s  
to I n dia. In a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to b e  

r e s o l v e d  soon,

S T A N D .O F  T H E  R U S S I A N .F O R E I G N  O F F I C E

8, In a n o t e  v e r b a l e  d a t e d  O c t o b e r  27, 1995, the M i n i s t r y  
of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  of t h e  R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n ,  i n f o r m e d  u s  
t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  o u t  at t h e  
C e n t r a l  A r c h i v a l  C o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  
of R u s s i a ,  a n d  t h e  R u s s i a n  C e n t r e  f o r  R e t e n t i o n  a n d  P e r u s a l  
of D o c u m e n t s  of M o d e r n  H i s t o r y ,  no i n f p r m a t i p n .  w h a t s o e v e r  
h a s  .come tO-;..l,i.ght..on,.the....stay., of Subhas.h .Chandra. S o s e  o n  the 
terr.i.tpry ...of . the .. former. USSR. ...in. .1945. a n d  in s u b s e q u e n t

y e a r s .



H E A ' S  S U G G E S T I O N S

9. M E A  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  in v i e w  of t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  s e n t i m e n t s  
N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  i n  1 9 9 7  s h o u l d  b e  b e f i t t i n g l y  
c o m m e m o r a t e d ,  the a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  to I n d i a  w i t h  
d u e  r e s p e c t  a n d  honour, T h i s  a c t i o n  w o u l d  f o r m  p a r t  of the 
full p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  r o l e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
I n d i a ’s i n d e p e n d e n c e -  I n  d o i n g  so, the f o l l o w i n g  
p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n  w a s  e n v i s a g e d :

i) P r o m o t i o n  of c o n s e n s u s  in f a v o u r  of b u r y i n g  t he 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s . . .  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  
a n d  o t h e r s  to b e  d i s c r e e t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  to m a k e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  in P a r l i a m e n t , r e q u e s t i n g  the G o v e r n m e n t  to b r i n g  
b a c k  the a s h e s ,  or

ii) A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m m i t t e e  to 
c o m m e m o r a t e  N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  w h o  w o u l d  g i v e  
a call f o r  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t he l a t e  l e a d e r ’s a s h e s  to I n d i a .

M H A ’S S T A N D

10. B a s e d  o n  t he i n p u t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  M E A  a n d  IB, i t  w a s  
f e l t  t h a t  if a  d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n  to b r i n g  t h e  a s h e s  b a c k  to 
In d i a ,  c r e a t i o n  of f a v o u r a b l e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w i l l  b e  a 
c r u c i a l  s t e p  in the r e a l i s a t i o n  of t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  S o m e  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  S o s e  f a m i l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S h r i  A m i y a  N a t h  
Bo s e ,  N e t a j i ' s  n e p h e w ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  Pro f  S a m a r  G u h a  
a n d  m e m b e r s  of t h e  F o r w a r d  B l o c *  a r e  n o t  r e c o n c i l e d  to the 
f a c t  that N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u .  It 
w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to t a k e  m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i ' s  
f a m i l y  i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  in t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  b y  c o n v i n c i n g  th e m  
of the g e n u i n e n e s s  of the a s h e s .  T he q u e s t i o n  of a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  m e m o r i a l  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h a l l  a l s o  
h a v e  to b e  a d d r e s s e d  in d u e  c o u r s e ,

P R O P O S A L  O F  A S H I S  C. R A Y  OF C N N

11. A s h i s  C. R a y  of C N N ,  w h o  is t h e  g r a n d s o n  of N e t a j i ’s 
e l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  v i s i t e d  J a p a n  a b o u t  a y e a r  a g o  a n d  h a d  m e t  
o f f i c i a l s  a t  the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  O n  S e p t e m b e r  5, 1995, S h r i  
R a y  p r o p o s e d  to t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  in a f a x  m e s s a g e ,  to 
d i r e c t  c o n d u c t i n g  of a D N A  t e s t  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v i d e  c o n c l u s i v e  
a n d  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  a s  to w h e t h e r  t h e  
a s h e s  at R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  a r e  N e t a j i ’s o r  not. F u r t h e r ,  h e  
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e a m  of e x p e r t s ,  o n e  of w h o m  
c o u l d  b e  f r o m  our D N A  C e n t r e  a t  H y d e r a b a d ,  b e  " e n t r u s t e d  
w i t h  the j o b  w i t h  a s e t  of o b s e r v e r s  f r o m  the B o s e  f a m i l y ,  
th e  F o r w a r d  B l o c k ,  a n d  s u c h  l i k e " .  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a b l o o d  
s a m p l e  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  a r e l a t i v e  a n d  b o n e  p a r t i c l e s  
f r o m  the a s h e s  or a t o o t h  ( w h i c h  is l i k e l y  to e x i s t  i n  the 
u r n  o n  the b a s i s  of a c l a i m  m a d e  b y  N e t a j i ’s  A D C  Col. 
H a b i b u r  R a h m a n ) ,  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  tests.



Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he l e a r n t  in N o v e m b e r ,  19 9 5  
t h a t  Or. T a n e y o s h i  Y o s h i m i  ( T h e  d o c t o r  w h o  a t t e n d e d  o n  
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e  a f t e r  t h e  p l a n e  c r a s h  o n  A u g u s t  18, 19 4 5  
a t  T a i h o k u )  w a s  a l i v e  a n d  w i t h  the h e l p  of a J a p a n e s e  
c o l l e a g u e  i n t e r v i e w e d  him. In a p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  ir. the 
S t a t e s m a n  o n  1 2 . 1 2 . 9 5 ,  Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  
t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e  d i e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in a 
p l a n e  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  o n  A u g u s t  18, 194 5  a n d  that Or. 
Y o s h i m i  c o n f i r m e d  to h i m  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  t he d e a t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e .

V I E W S  Of N E T A J I ’S D A U G H T E R

12. Ms. A n i t a  P f a f f ,  N e t a j i ’s d a u g h t e r  f r o m  n i s  G e r m a n  
w i f e ,  h a d  v i s i t e d  D e l h i  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  
of the f a m i l y  a n d  b e e n  in t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  
in D e l h i  in F e b r u a r y  1995. S h e  h a d  a l s o  w r i t t e n  to s o m e  
a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i ,  i n c l u d i n g  H a y a s h i .  E A M  <net h er *n 
G e r m a n y  in O c t o b e r  1995. D u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  EAM, s h e  
e x p r e s s e d  h er w i l l i n g n e s s  to g o  a l o n g  w i t h  the p r o p o s a l  cf 
b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s  to I n d i a  b u t  d i d  n ot a p p r o v e  of the 

O N A  test.

V I E W S  OF O T H E R  I M P O R T A N T  M E M B E R S  O F  N E T A J I ' S  F A M I L Y

13. W h i l e  Dr. S i s i r  8 o s e  s u p p o r t s  the i d e a  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  
t h e  a s h e s ,  Dr. A m i y a  N a t h  B o s e ,  N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w  r e m a i n s  the 
m o s t  v o c i f e r o u s  s k e p t i c  of the a i r  c r a s h  e p i s o d e  a n d  
o p p o s e s  a n y  p r o p o s a l  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s .
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M i n i s t r y  of E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  
N e w  D e l h i

Subject r P r o p o s a l  to b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to 
I n d i a .

B A C K G R O U N D  .NOTE...ON V A R I O U S .  R E P O R T S  A N D  OPPOSITION. TO 
C O N C L U S I O N S  D R A W N

1- N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  is a n  i s s u e  s u r c h a r g e d  w i t h  
e m o t i o n s .  T h e  i s s u e  of w h e t h e r  he a c t u a l l y  d i e d  in the 
p l a n e  c r a s h  o f  A u g u s t  18, 1945, a t  T a i h o k u ,  h a s  b e e n  
q u e s t i o n e d  b y  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,

(a) S h a h  Nawaz. C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t :  In r e s p o n s e  to a 
p u b l i c  d e m a n d ,  the Government, of I n d i a  a p p o i n t e d  a 3 - m e m b e r  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  5, 19 5 6 ,  " t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  a n d  r e p o r t  to 
the G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a  o n  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
d e p a r t u r e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  d o s e  f r o m  B a n g k o k  a b o u t  
the 1 6 t h  A u g u s t ,  1945, h i s  a l l e g e d  d e a t h  a s  a r e s u l t  of a n  
a i r c r a f t  a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  t h e r e w i t h " .  
T he C o m m i t t e e e ,  b y  a m a j o r i t y  of 2 : 1 ,  c a m e  to the c o n c l u s i o n  
t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  ( T a i w a n )  on 
A u g u s t  18 5 1945. W h i l e  S / S h r i  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  S.N. 
M a i t r a ,  s i g n e d  t he r e p o r t ,  S h r i  S u r e s h  C h a n d e r  B o s e  
d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  a d i s s e n t i n g
r e p o r t .  A l t h o u g h ... t h e.' .report of t h e  .. . C o m m i t t e e  w a s
c o n s i d e r a b l y  d e v a l u e d  b y  this., dissent.,., the m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  
was. accepted, b y  the G o v e r n m e n t . ,

(b) K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y :• In v i e w  of 
w i d e s p r e a d  f e e l i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  of 
f i n d i n g  the t r u t h  a b o u t  N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  s t i l l  r e m a i n s ,  a n d  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a p e r s i s t e n t  d e m a n d  f o r  a f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y  
i n t o  the m a t t e r ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t e d  o n  J u l y
11, 1970, o n e - m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  i n t o  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  
of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  S o s e .  S h r i  G.D .  K h o s l a ,  r e t i r e d  
C h i e f  J u s t i c e  of P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t ,  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s  s o l e  
m e m b e r .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  v i s i t e d  J a p a n ,  B u r m a ,  T h a i l a n d ,  
S i n g a p o r e ,  M a l a y s i a ,  S o u t h  V i e t n a m  a n d  T a i w a n  a n d  examined 
2 2 4  w i t n e s s e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  1 0 0  e x a m i n e d  a b r o a d ) .  A  l a r g e  
n u m b e r  of f i l e s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  p r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w e r e  e x a m i n e d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r r i v e d  at t he 
s a m e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  
o n  A u g u s t  18, 1945, T h e  C a b i n e t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  
a c c e p t e d  t he f i n d i n g s .  T h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  the m e m o r a n d u m  of a c t i o n  t a k e n  t h e r e o n ,  w a s  l a i d  o n  t he 
T a b l e  of b o t h  t h e  H o u s e s  of P a r l i a m e n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3, 1974.



c) S h r i  S a m a r  G u h a  m o v e d  a M o t i o n  in L o k  S a b h a  o n  
A u g u s t  3, 1977, u r g i n g  the G o v e r n m e n t  to s e t  u p  a 3 ~ m a n  
c o m m i s s i o n  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a f r e s h  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r y  
of t he d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of N e t a j i , T h e  m o t i o n  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  a t  
l e n g t h  in 1 9 7 7  a n d  a l s o  in 19 7 8 .  O n  t h e  2 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  19 7 8  
the P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n t e r v e n i n g  in the d e b a t e  o b s e r v e d :

“Th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  t w o  e n q u i r i e s  i n t o  the r e p o r t  o f  the 
d e a t h  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s  C h a n d r a  B o s e  in t h e  a i r - c r a s h  on 
1 8 t h  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 S  a t  T a i h o k u  a i r f i e l d  d u r i n g  h i s  a i r -  
j o u r n e y  to M a n c h u r i a ,  o n e  b y  a C o m m i t t e e  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  
b y  M a j , G e n e r a l  S h a h  N a w a z  K h a n  a n d  the s e c o n d  by a on e -  
m a n  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y  h e a d e d  b y  S h r i  G.D. Khosla,, 
r e t i r e d  J u d g e  o f  t he P u n j a b  H i g h  C o u r t .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  
r e p o r t  of t he f i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  S h r i  K h o s l a  h e l d  the 
r e p o r t  of t h e  d e a t h  a s  true. S i n c e  then, r e a s o n a b l e  
d o u b t s  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  o n  t he c o r r e c t n e s s  of the 
c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  in the two r e p o r t s  a n d  v a r i o u s  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  in t h e  t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  
h a v e  b e e n  n o t i c e d .  S o m e  f u r t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  o f f i c i a l  
d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d s  h a v e  a l s o  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e .  In the 
l i g h t  of t h o s e  d o u b t s  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  
r e c o r d s  G o v e r n m e n t  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  to a c c e p t  that the 
e a r l i e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  d e c i s i v e .  A t  the s a m e  t i m e  
G o v e r n m e n t  f e e l s  t h a t  n o  u s e f u l  purpose, w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  
by h a v i n g  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n q u i r y .  X h o p e  t h a t  in the 
l i g h t  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  m y  Hon .  f r i e n d  w i l l  w i t h d r a w  
h i s  m o t i o n ”.

T h e r e a f t e r  P r o f .  G u h a  w i t h d r e w  h i s  m o t i o n .  W h i l e  d o i n g  
s o  he d e c l a r e d  in t he H o u s e :

" T o d a y ,  I c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  m y  g r a t i t u d e  to t h e  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  b e c a u s e  t o d a y  e n d s  a c r u s a d e  t h a t  in m y  h u m b l e  
w a y  I w a s  t r y i n g  to c o n d u c t  o n  b e h a l f  of the p e o p l e  o f  
I n d i a  at l e a s t  to s e e  that o f f i c i a l l y  a n d  l e g a l l y  
N e t a j i  is n o t  d e c l a r e d  d e a d " .

Th e  q u e s t i o n  of a u t h e n t i c i t y  of t h e  a s h e s  k e p t  in the 
R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in J a p a n  a s  t h o s e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e  r e m a i n e d  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  by t he t h e n  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  H o u s e  t he G o v e r n m e n t  d i d  n o t  c o n t e m p l a t e  any 
f r e s h  e n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  m a t t e r . It w a s , h o w e v e r , f o u n d  tha t  
the p o i n t  r a i s e d  b y  S h r i  G u h a  i n  t he s p e e c h  in the H o u s e  h a d  
b e e n  f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  in the H o m e  M i n i s t r y  in the c o n t e x t  of 
t he K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  f i n d i n g s  a n d  no f r e s h  g r o u n d s  
r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  b y  a n e w  c o m m i s s i o n  h a d  
b e e n  a d v a n c e d  b y  him. T h e  m a t t e r  w a s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  p l a c e d  
b e f o r e  t h e  C C P A  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o s a l :

“Th e  i s s u e  of N e t a j i ’s d e a t h  a n d  b r i n g i n g  of a s h e s  t o  
I n d i a  is s u r c h a r g e d  .with e m o t i o n .  W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d  t wo 
e n q u i r i e s  o n  the d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  
B o s e .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  that N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  
C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  in the a i r  crash, o n  I 8 t n  A u g u s t , 1 9 4 5  at



T a i h o k u .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  H o m e  A f f a i r s  are, t h e r e f o r e ,  of 
the v i e w  that no u s e f u l  p u r p o s e  w o u l d  b e  s e r v e d  b y  h o l d i n g  
y e t  a n o t h e r  e n q u i r y  o r / b y  b r i n g i n g  the a s h e s  b a c k  to I n d i a  
at p r e s e n t  a s  t h i s  m i g h t  c r e a t e  u n n e c e s s a r y  t e n s i o n s , "

T h e  C C P A  a p p r o v e d  the p r o p o s a l  o n  2 7 th F e b r u a r y , 1991 
and. the m a t t e r  w a s  l a i d  a t  r e s t .

(d.) Report, of t h e  J a p a n e s e .  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e :  In a n o t e  
v e r b a l e  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  
to the E m b a s s y  of I n d i a  in J a p a n ,  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  31, 1956, 
t he F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  f o r w a r d e d  a r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e i r  
M i n i s t r y  o n  the c a u s e  of d e a t h  a n d  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to 
l a t e  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e ,  T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  the f a c t  t h a t  N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  d i e d  
o n  A u g u s t  18, 1 9 4 5  a t  7 PM. T h e  r e p o r t ,  i n t e r  alia, 
i n c l u d e d  s e q u e n c e  of e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  to the s a d  d e m i s e  of 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e *  a l o n g  w i t h  r o u g h  s k e t c h  m a p  of 
t h e  a i r p o r t ,  a i r c r a f t ,  a n d  t h e  T a i p e i  A r m y  H o s p i t a l .  This, 
report., w e s  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  b y  b o t h  S h a h  N a w a z  .. C o m m i t t e e  
a n d  K h o s l a  C o m m i s s i o n  of I n q u i r y .

UNION. C A B I N E T  . D E C I S I O N  ..OF FEBRUARY... 8, 1,99.5

2, T h e  U n i o n  C a b i n e t  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  8, 19Q5, 
the q u e s t i o n  of b r i n g i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  of N e t a j i  
S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  f r o m  J a p a n  to I n d i a .  W h i l e  d e f e r r i n g  
a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  the C a b i n e t  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  
d e p e n d a b i l i t y  of t he a r r a n g e m e n t s  in J a p a n  s h o u l d  b e  
p r o p e r l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  t h a t  a c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n  f o r  t he p r o p e r  
u p k e e p  of the m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n  up,, a n d  t h a t  
o u r  A m b a s s a d o r  i n  T o k y o  b e  s p e c i f i c x a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to look 
i n t o  t h e s e  a s p e c t s .

P R E S E N T  A R R A N G E M E N T S

3, T h e  a s h e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  k e p t  in a n  u r n  o n  t h e  right- 
s i d e  of the m a i n  a l t a r  in the R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in the 
o u t s k i r t s  (b u t  w i t h i n  t he c i t y )  of T o k y o ,  L i k e  a l l  s h r i n e s  
in J a p a n ,  t h e r e  is no s e c u r i t y  e x c e p t  w h a t  is e n s u r e d  b y  the 
r e v e r e n c e  a n d  r e s p e c t  s h o w n  b y  the J a p a n e s e  t o w a r d s  
r e l i g i o u s  p l a c e s .  T h e  s h r i n e  is n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  d e v o t e d  to 
t h e  a s h e s  of N e t a j i ,  a n d  is v i s i t e d  b y  w o r s h i p p e r s  w h o  d o  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g o  t h e r e  to p a y  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a s h e s .  
S t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  s e c u r i t y  is n o t  l i k e l y  to b e  r e c e i v e d  
k i n d l y ,  as t h i s  is a p l a c e  of w o r s h i p  o p e n  to all. 
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  f r o m  u s  c o u l d  w e l l  r e v i v e  t he 
o c c a s i o n a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  t a k e  

the a s h e s  to India.



4. T h e  s h r i n e  is l o o k e d  a f t e r  b y  R e v .  Y a s u f u m i  M o c h i z u k i ,  
w h o s e  f a t h e r  w a s  t he p r i e s t  of the s h r i n e  e a r l i e r  a n d  had 
p e r s o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  the a s h e s  f r o m  T a i p e i  a b o u t  5 0  y e a r s  ago. 
A m o n g s t  the l i s t  of m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  C h a n d r a  B o s e  
A c a d e m y ,  he is t h e  y o u n g e s t  a n d  is 5 5  y e a r s  old. Rev. 
M o c h i z u k i  a p p e a r s  to b e  q u i t e  h a p p y  to c a r r y  o n  t he w o r k  of 
l o o k i n g  a f t e r  the a s h e s  a n d  h a s  t o l d  o u r  E m b a s s y  t h a t  he h a s  
no i n t e n t i o n  of d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  t he fu l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
a n d  a p p r o v a l  of J a p a n e s e  a n d  I n d i a n  G o v e r n m e n t s .  We d o n a t e  
Y e n  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  u p k e e p .  It w a s  f e l t  that the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e  i n c r e a s e d  to Y e n  1 m i l l i o n .  
A s  p e r  P M ' s  d i r e c t i v e  d a t e d  3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1995, M E A  is 
p r o c e s s i n g  the p r o p o s a l  to i n c r e a s e  G o v e r n m e n t  of I n d i a ’s 
a n n u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  in T o k y o  f r o m  Y e n  
6 0 0 , 0 0 0 / -  to Y e n  O n e  m i l l i o n .

PRESSURE.FOR  R E M O V A L .O F  A S H E S  TO. I N D I A

5. O u r  A m b a s s a d o r ’s i m p r e s s i o n  is t h a t  s u c h  p r e s s u r e  a s  
t h e r e  is, c o m e s  c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h e  a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i  w h o  
a r e  g r o w i n g  o l d e r  a n d  w h o  f e e l  a p e r s o n a l  s e n s e  of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f or t h e  a s h e s .  T h e y  f e e l  tha t  a f t e r  them, 
t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  n o b o d y  to p a y  p r o p e r  r e s p e c t  to the m e m o r y  of 
N e t a j i .  E v e n  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p ,  the m a i n  p r e s s u r e  is f r o m  
o l d e r  m e m b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Mr. H a y a s h i ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t he B o s e  
A c a d e m y ,  He is in p o o r  h e a l t h .  A t  t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  o n  
A u g u s t  19, 1994, Mr. H a y s h i  h a d  s a i d  t h a t  that, w o u l d  b e  the 
l a s t  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  " i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  B u d d h i s t  t r a d i t i o n  
a n d  p r a c t i c e " .  W h i l e  it is n o t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  is a n y  r u l e  
f o r  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  of t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  5 0  y e a r s ,  
the y o u n g e r  m e m b e r s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  to c a r r y  o n  
t h e  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w o u l d  a ll b e  h a p p y  to s e e  
N e t a j i ’s a s h e s  r e p a t r i a t e d  to I n d i a  w i t h  d u e  h o n o u r  a n d  

c e r e m o n y .

6. A m b a s s a d o r ’s r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  " p r e s e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s "  a n d  
“p r e s s u r e  f o r  r e m o v a l  of a s h e s  to I n d i a "  were- c o n v e y e d  to 
t h e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  b y  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  in J u n e ,  1995.

V 1 E W S  . 0 F ..JAPANESE F O R E  I G N.O F F I C E

7. (a) T h e  J a p a n e s e  F o r e i g n  Office; h a s  a s k e d  u s  w h e t h e r ,  
i n  v i e w  of the f o r t h c o m i n g  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of N e t a j i ’s 
d e a t h  a n d  the f o r t h c o m i n g  c e n t e n a r y  of h i s  b i r t h f J a n u a r y  23, 
1 997), w e  p r o p o s e  to t a k e  t h e  a s h e s  b a c k  to In d i a ,  T h i s  h a s  
b e e n  m o r e  in t h e  n a t u r e  of a n  i n q u i r y  t h a n  a s u g g e s t i o n .  It 
is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  the F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  w o u l d  d o  a n y t h i n g  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  u s  a n d  s e e k i n g  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e .



(b) D u r i n g  E A M ’s v i s i t  to J a p a n ,  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
Y o h e i o  K o n o  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  v i s i t  of E A M  to R e n k o j i  t e m p l e  
o n  3 S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 9 5  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  Japanese, 
w h o  r e s p e c t e d  N e t a j i  B o s s .  T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  to the i s s u e  of 
N e t a j i ' s  a s h e s  w a s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  w h e n  o n e  n o t e s  t h a t  the 
p e o p l e  t a k i n g  c a r e  of the a s h e s  a r e  g e t t i n g  old. B u t  the 
i s s u e  r e m a i n s  u n r e s o l v e d .  F M Y K  s o u g h t  £ A M * s  c a n d i d  
a s s e s s m e n t .  E A M  r e p l i e d  t h a t  it w a s  o n e  of t h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  
I n d i a  is a d d r e s s i n g .  T h e  c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n  of N e t a j i  
w a s  f a l l i n g  n e x t  ye a r ,  S o m e  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s ,  s p e c i a l l y  o n e  
of N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w s ,  h a d  r a i s e d  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to t he 
t a k i n g  of a s h e s  to I n d i a .  H e  b e l o n g s  to a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  o n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
o c c a s i o n .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’s e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  to a w a r d  the 
B h a r a t  R a t n a  to N e t a j i  p o s t h m o u s l y  w a s  c h a l l e n g e d  in t he 
c o u r t  o n  the g r o u n d  th a t  h i s  d e a t h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c l e a r l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  I N A  v e t e r a n s ,  w h i c h  f e e l s  
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  the a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  in a m o n u m e n t  in 
I n d i a  d e d i c a t e d  to N e t a j i .  W e  a r e  a l r e a d y  t a l k i n g  to them. 
T h i s  m o n t h  w e  a r e  a l s o  c o n t i n u i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  N e t a j i ’s 
r e l a t i v e s  to r s o l v e  the i s s u e ,  I n d i a  is g r a t e f u l  to the 
J a p a n e s e  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p e o p l e  for p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  a s h e s  for 
so  l o n g  w i t h  r e v e r e n c e .  F M Y K  s a i d  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  in J a p a n  
h a v e  r e s p e c t  for N e t a j i  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  in 
k e e p i n g  the a s h e s  he r e .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  it 
w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  to r e t u r n  t h e  a s h e s  to h i s  h o m e l a n d  a n d  to 
h i s  f a m i l y .  E A M  s a i d  t h a t  I n d i a  w o u l d  g i v e  w e i g h t  t o - tire 
v i e w s  of h i s  d a u g h t e r  w h o  w a s  in f a v o u r  of t a k i n g  the a s h e s  
to I ndia. In a n y  c a s e ,  t h e  i s s u e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  to be 
r e s o l v e d  soo-•.

S T A N D , O F .T H E .. R U S S  I A N  F O R E I G N.0 r . .ICE

8, In a n o t e  v e r b a l e  darted O c t o b e r  27, 1 9 9 5 ,  t he M i n i s t r y  
o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  F e d e r a t i o n ,  i n f o r m e d  us 
t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  o ut a t  t h e  
C e n t r a l  A r c h i v a l  C o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  F e d e r a l  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  
o f  R u s s i a ,  a n d  t h e  R u s s i a n  C e n t r e  f o r  R e t e n t i o n  a n d  P e r u s a l  
o f  D o c u m e n t s  of M o d e r n  H i s t o r y ,  no i n f o r m a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r
h a s  c o m e  to light, o n.t h e  s t a y  of S u b h a s h  C h a  n d r  a . 8 o s e  o n  the
terrt-tpcy of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent



M E A  * S .  S U G G E S T I O N S

9, M E A  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  in v i e w  of t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  s e n t i m e n t s  
N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  in 1 9 9 7  s h o u l d  be b e f i t t i n g l y  
c o m m e m o r a t e d ,  t he a s h e s  s h o u l d  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  to I n d i a  w i t h  
d u e  r e s p e c t  a n d  h o n o u r .  T h i s  a c t i o n  w o u l d  f o r m  p a r t  of the 
full p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of h i s  r o l e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
I n d i a n s  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  In d o i n g  so, t he f o l l o w i n g  
p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n  w a s  e n v i s a g e d ;

i) P r o m o t i o n  of c o n s e n s u s  in f a v o u r  of b u r y i n g  the 
c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the a s h e s . , ,  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  
a n d  o t h e r s  to be d i s c r e e t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  to m a k e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  in P a r l i a m e n t ,  r e q u e s t i n g  the G o v e r n m e n t  to b r i n g  
b a c k  the a s h e s ,  o r

ii) A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m m i t t e e  to 
c o m m e m o r a t e  N e t a j i ’s b i r t h  c e n t e n a r y  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  of v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  w h o  w o u l d  g i v e  
a c a l l  f o r  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  l a t e  l e a d e r ’s a s h e s  to India,

M H A ’S. S T A N D

10, B a s e d  o n  t h e  i n p u t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  M E A  a n d  IB, if w a s  
f e l t  t h a t  if a d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n  to b r i n g  the a s h e s  b a c k  to 
I n d i a ,  c r e a t i o n  of f a v o u r a b l e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  w i l l  b e  a 
c r u c i a l  s t e p  in t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  of t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .  S o m e  
m e m b e r s  of the B o s e  f a m i l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S h r i  A m i y a  N a t h  
Bo s e ,  N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w ,  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  Pr o f  S a m a r  G u h a  
a n d  m e m b e r s  of the F o r w a r d  B l o c ,  a r e  n o t  r e c o n c i l e d  to the 
f a c t  th a t  N e t a j i  d i e d  in t h e  a i r  c r a s h  at T a i h o k u ,  It 
w o u l d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to t a k a  m e m b e r s  of N e t a j i ’s 
f a m i l y  i n t o  c o n f i d e n c e  in t he f i r s t  p l a c e  b y  c o n v i n c i n g  t h e m  
of the g e n u i n e n e s s  of the a s h e s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  of a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  m e m o r i a l  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  m o r t a l  r e m a i n s  s h a l l  a l s o  
h a v e  to b e  a d d r e s s e d  in d u e  c o u r s e ,

P R O P O S A L  OF A S H  IS.C. R A Y . O F .C N N

11, A s h i s  C. R a y  o f  C N N , w h o  is t h e  g r a n d s o n  of N e t a j i ’s 
e l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  v i s i t e d  J a p a n  a b o u t  a y e a r  a g o  a n d  h a d  m e t  
o f f i c i a l s  at t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e .  O n  S e p t e m b e r  5, 1995, Sh r i  
R a y  p r o p o s e d  to t he P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  in a f a x  m e s s a g e ,  to 
d i r e c t  c o n d u c t i n g  of a D N A  t e s t  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v i d e  c o n c l u s i v e  
a n d  i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e  a s  to w h e t h e r  the 
a s h e s  at R e n k o j i  T e m p l e  a r e  N e t a j i ’s o r  not. F u r t h e r ,  he 
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s ,  o n e  of w h o m  
c o u l d  b e  f r o m  o u r  D N A  C e n t r e  a t  H y d e r a b a d ,  b e  " e n t r u s t e d  
w i t h  the j o b  w i t h  a s e t  of o b s e r v e r s  f r o m  t h e  B o s e  f a m i l y ,  
the F o r w a r d  B l o c k ,  a n d  s u c h  l i k e ”. H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a b l o o d  
s a m p l e  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  f r o m  a r e l a t i v e  a n d  b o n e  p a r t i c l e s  
f r o m  the a s h e s  or a t o o t h  ( w h i c h  i s  l i k e l y  to e x i s t  in the 
u r n  o n  the b a s i s  of a c l a i m  m a d e  b y  N e t a j i ’s A D C  Col. 
H a b i b u r  R a h m a n ) ,  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  t e s t s .



n

Hr, A s h x s h  R a y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  he l e a r n t  in N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 9 5 
t h a t  Or. T a n e y o s h i  Y o s h i m i  ( T h e  d o c t o r  w h o  a t t e n d e d  on 
N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e  a f t e r  t h e  p l a n e  c r a s h  o n  A u g u s t  18, 194 5  
a t  T a i h o k u )  w a s  a l i v e  a n d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of a J a p a n e s e  
c o l l e a g u e  i n t e r v i e w e d  him. In a p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  in the 
S t a t e s m a n  o n  1 2 . 1 2 , 9 5 ,  Mr. A s h i s h  R a y  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  
t h a t  N e t a j i  S u P h a s h  B o s e  d i e d  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  in a 
p l a n e  c r a s h  a t  T a i h o k u  o n  A u g u s t  18, 1945 a n d  t h a t  Dr. 
Y o s h i m i  c o n f i r m e d  t o  h i m  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  t h e  d e a t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e  of N e t a j i  S u b h a s h  B o s e ,

V I E W S  O F  N E T A J I  ',S D A U G H T E R

12. Ms. A n i t a  P f a f f ,  N e t a j i ’s d a u g h t e r  f r o m  h i s  G e r m a n  
w i f e ,  h a d  v i s i t e d  D e l h i  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  
of the f a m i l y  a n d  b e e n  in t o u c h  w i t h  t he J a p a n e s e  A m b a s s a d o r  
in D e l h i  in F e b r u a r y  1995. S h e  h a d  a l s o  w r i t t e n  to s o m e  
a s s o c i a t e s  of N e t a j i ,  i n c l u d i n g  H a y a s h i . E A M  met h e r  in 
G e r m a n y  in O c t o b e r  1995. D u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  EAM, s h e  
e x p r e s s e d  h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  to g o  a l o n g  w i t h  the p r o p o s a l  of 
b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  a s h e s  to I n d i a  b u t  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  of the 
D N A  test,

VIEWS. O F .O T H  £R..I M P O R T A N T  MEMBERS.. O F  N E T  All * S F A M I L Y

13, W h i l e  Or, S i s i r  B o s e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  
t h e  a s h e s ,  Dr. A m i y a  N a t h  B o s e ,  N e t a j i ’s n e p h e w  r e m a i n s  the 
m o s t  v o c i f e r o u s  s k e p t i c  of t h e  a i r  c r a s h  e p i s o d e  a n d  
o p p o s e s  a n y  p r o p o s a l  of b r i n g i n g  b a c k  the a s h e s ,



v_.

A s u g g e s t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  in t h i s  
Office, including from some members of the family 
of the late Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, proposing 
that the ashes p r e s u m e d  to be N e t a j i ’s, w h i c h  
p r e s e n t l y  lie in an u r n  at t h e  R e n k o j i  T e m p l e ,  
T o k y o  should be s u b j e c t e d  to m i t o c h o n d r i a l  D N A  
a n a l y s i s  to t r y  to r e s o l v e  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  
surrounding them.

2. We would be grateful for comments on this 
suggestion.

1 . 

✓2. 

3.

(N.K. Sinha) 
Joint Secretary to PM

19.12.95

Home Secretary 

Foreign Secretary

Secretary, Department of Biotechnology

PMO U.O. No. %FS\\V 'tcAfy^ated 19.12.95

w , ' h s '
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Rajat Saha 
Di rector(CNV)

} <

N o .25/4 / N G 0 ( P t ) 13th November, 1995

Kindly refer to your letter N o . T O K / 102/2/92 dated
24.8.95 forwarding herewith File No..5(l )NG0-I alongwith 
Part file N o .5 ( 1 )NG0- I ( N o .A m b / P S - I 1/56).

As instructed by FS a copy of your file and the folder 
has been retained by NGO Section.

The original file alongwith the part file is returned 
herewi th.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours sincerely

Shri N. Ravi 
Minister & DCM 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo



D CM

. \ N. Ravi
Minister & Deputy Chief of Missio

No.TOK/102/2/92

Embassy of India 
2-2-11 Kudan Minami 

Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo-102 
Telex: 2324886 (INDEMB) 

Phone: (03) 3262-2391 
Fax: (03) 3262-1273

August 24, 1995

My dear V I  ,

Please find enclosed File No. 5(1)NGO-l (Subject: Ashes of 
Shri Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in original and part file No. 5(1 )NGO-l 
(No.AMB/PS-ll/56). Since the press clippings are very large in numbers, 
they are being sent by bag leaving Tokyo on 27th August, 1995.

Please acknowledge receipt of these two files.

Yours sincerely,

( N. Ravi )

Shri Rajat Saha,
Director (CNV)
Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi

4  f

f



Telegram

O.T.C.

TOP SECRET
— -----------------------

From: Indembassy Tokyo 

To: Foreign New Delhi

CCB No. 12835 

Copy No. ^

DTG AUG 241600 
DTR AUG 241400 

Year 1995

C R A S H

No. 11.

Shri RAJAT SAHA, DIRECTOR (CNV) from N. RAVI, Minister 
and DCM.

Reference your telegram No. 5738 dated August 23, 1995. 

As instructed by you, files regarding the ashes of Netaji 

^ X ^ Y & U B H A S H  CHANDRA BOSE have been sent by hand of Pilot of AI-307 

vide Bag No. 34-New Delhi(AIR) dated 24.8.95. The flight 

reaches Delhi around 1700 hours 1ST today (24.8.95) Thursday. 

Grateful arrange collection.

FS: DIR/CNV

SECTION OFFICER (CCB)

V G Y (A)/3cs 
241445 
241500 
241500

TOP SECRET



To : Indembassy Tokyo
DTG AUG 231645 
DTT AUG 231720 

YEAR 1995

C R A S H

N o . 5738.

N. RAVI, DCM from DIR(CNV).

Refour telecon of today regarding file on Netaji* 

FS desires that the file be sent immediately repeat 

immediately by special bag. Intimate despatch details.

A  4\1 La/cU^jd u
f -  I SECTION J3FFICER(C C B )

MP(A)/03 C s ,

231645
231730
240600

J

T O P  S E C R E T

q ,v
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V a t  R o w n  No : 5. Bar A sso c ia t io n  
t a ’u x ^ & iw n x  r ' a i  High Court, Calcutta

A dv ocate  P h o n e  248-3190/3169
F a *  (033) 2 4 8 -2313
E-mail : b a r a s o h c @ c a l  c m c  net

S h e r is ta  N o . : C-8  
J u d g e s '  Court C om p ound  
(B e s id e  1st Munsif Court) 
Alipur, C a lcutta -700  027 
P h o n e  :

R e s id e n c e  S  C h a m b er  
PURN A SASI.  33,  A so k e  Avenue 
(OH & O p p osite  Navanir) 
C a lcu tta -700  0 4 0 .  Ph 471-0592
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