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Introduction
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“Imagine a world in which 
every single person on the 
planet is given free access to 
the sum of all human 
knowledge. That's what 
we're doing.” -Jimmy Wales
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Wikimedia
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Encyclopedia 
Galactica
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WWHSD?

(What would Hari 
Seldon do?)
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Diccionario biográfico, geografíco e 
histórico de Venezuela, Ramón 
Armando Rodriguez (1957)

Women’s biographies
3.6%
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Wikipedia’s gender bias
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Participatory gender bias
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2010
women editors
12.6%

2011
women editors
8.5%
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2011
Wikimedia 
Strategic 
Plan 



19

2011
Sue Gardner, 
Executive 
Director,
Wikimedia
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2012

Conflict, confidence, 
or criticism: An 
empirical examination 
of the gender gap in 
wikipedia -Collier & 
Bear
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2013

Wikipedia's gender 
gap and the 
complicated reality of 
systemic gender 
-Adrianne Wadewitz
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Assumption #1
It is the responsibility of women 
to fix sexism on Wikipedia.

Wadewitz, Adrianne (26 July 2013). “Wikipedia's gender gap and 
the complicated reality of systemic gender bias Page” Hastac.
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Assumption #2
Women do not further 
patriarchal knowledge and 
power structures. 
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Assumption #3
Women will edit 
underrepresented topics. 
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Assumption #4
Women will make Wikipedia a 
nicer place. 
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Assumption #5
Women have free time to 
dedicate to Wikipedia. 



2018, women editors = 9%
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Representation gender bias



2018, women’s biographies = 17.67%
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Associativity of words with gender
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#1  
Differences in meta-data are coherent 
with results in previous work, where 
women biographies were found to 
contain more marriage-related events 
than men’s.

Graells-Garrido, Eduardo; Lalmas, Mounia; Menczer, Filippo (2 
June 2015). "First Women, Second Sex: Gender Bias in Wikipedia" 
(PDF). ACM
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#2  
Sex-related content is more frequent in 
women biographies than men’s, while 
cognition-related content is more 
highlighted in men biographies than 
women’s.
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#3  
A strong bias in the linking patterns 
results in a network structure in which 
articles about men are 
disproportionately more central than 
articles about women.
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2012
WikiProject 
Women Scientists
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2013
WikiProject 
Women Artists
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2014
WikiProject 
Women Writers
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2014
WikiProject 
Art+Feminism
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2015
WikiProject 
Women in Red
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Mapping gender diversity



42

2017
Gender 
Diversity 
Mapping -
project
launch



43

29
Countries 

represented

65
People 

interviewed

26
Languages 

represented

Conversations with movement leaders
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“When you contacted me, I was so 
glad. It made me realize how low 
a priority gender diversity was in 
my community. Though I am 
hopeless in my community that 
there will be change, maybe this 
will influence one person 
somewhere to contribute on this 
subject." -Anonymous
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“It’s become apparent with this 
project that gender is so culturally 
informed and expressed--such 
different understandings of what 
gender is in different 
regions/countries/cultures. Trying 
to communicate around gender is 
very difficult.” -Anonymous
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2017
Gender 
Diversity 
Mapping - 
preliminary 
results
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2018
Final Report
Advancing Gender 
Equity - 
conversations with 
movement leaders
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2018
Final Report
Advancing Gender 
Equity - 
conversations with 
movement leaders
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Being bold!
Learning from the past.

Looking forward.
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2018-20 
roadmap

2030 
strategic direction
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“It has been my 
philosophy of life that 
difficulties vanish 
when faced boldly." 
-Isaac Asimov 



"It is not women's inferiority 
that has determined their 
historical insignificance. It is 
their historical insignificance 
that has doomed them to 
inferiority." -Simone de 
Beauvoir
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"Never doubt that a 
small group of 
committed people can 
change the world." 
-Margaret Mead
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“The rain that 
refreshes the parched 
ground, is made up of 
single drops.” -Kate 
Sheppard
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"Stay afraid, but do it 
anyway. What's 
important is the action. 
You don't have to wait 
to be confident. Just do 
it and eventually the 
confidence will 
follow." -Carrie Fisher 
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Thank you @Rosiestep
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