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The Short Life of the Richard A. Bingham: 
A Pensacola Lumber Schooner 

byJ an Richard Heie r 

l
llS ' ariel' mid night o n December 18, 1903, a schooner left the 
Bel ize CilY harbor bound for Pensacola. On board was a sl1 il)­

nent of ma hogany lOb'S and a crew that no dou bt was looking fo r­
ward to a quiet voyage home. T he journey to Bdizc, which had 
begun in carly August. had been anyth ing but qu icl. A storm 
wl~lckcd lhe schooner fo r days afte r ilS departure from Pensacola, 
reponedly causing it 10 take 0 11 w;uc r at an alarmi ng r'atc. The in­
experienced captain finall y brough t the vessel S<lfcly in to porl only 
to discover that he and the crew d iverged seven h un dred miles off 
course: they were in Mexico. nOt Belize. To make maltcrs worse, 
hostile creditors and corrupt customs oOlcials de [<l,jncd the sh ip. 
Luck j ust \\~IS not. wi lh Ih e Uir;lwrd A. Bi'!glwm. [n fact. throughout 
its short life of jus I 350 days, thc schooner faccd more than it>; share 
o f problems. After extricating the shi p from financia l problems. 
the o,vner-Frasicr Fran klin Bingham- and crew fi nally sailed it 
safely 10 Bel ize to conduct b usin ess and began their re tu rn trip to 
Pensacola. Convinccd that a ll was finally in order wi th h is shi p. 
Bingham Icft it in Belizc and cmbarkcd fo r thc Un ited States 
aboard an ocean-steamer. A few days laler, as the schooner pas.sed 
the outer ranges of thc harbor and headed into the ope n sea, a vi­
olc nt stonn churned off the C'l ribbcan and Mwhi rlcd the ship 
stcadily onto til e coral reef.~' Shi p and cargo were lost; captai n and 

J m Ric.hard 1·lder is :L'I.>;<.,d:,IC p rofessor or :occolllllill)( :.1 Auullrn Ulli"asil), '" 
;\IOIII":OI1Wry. 

[ 137J 
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erew 1l1arie il 10 shore said)'. Somelime aftcr the evellt. Bingham 
pe nned a linal succi nct ent ry in lhe ship's OI C(OUllI book: ~Sai1cd 
Dec. 17 from Iklizc 10 Pensacola and lhal night went o n a con.11 
reef olLl.~id \ · of Ik1iw harbo r and became a tolal loss. Crew savell. "I! 
So ended the shun career of lhe schooner Riclumf II . WI/gIlt/III. 

At the IUrn of Iht: Iwcn li Clh CClIlltr)'. by all defin itions Pensa­
cola \\~IS a boon! town . The city f; ulw rs. howeve r, did n Ot like this 
characte rization o f their E.lir city. They claimed that "her growth 
was simply the result oflcg-i ti mat e busin ess cntc'llrise.":1 RCbra rdlt.:ss 
of lh e rcason . Pe nsacola was a hustling: ce illcr o f [r:Jel(:. According 
to the United Sta tes Trc,151111' Dcpannlc lIl. Ihe ci ly's total exports 
rur th e first rour years uf th e IwcllIielh century approached Ih e 550-
mil lio n 1~l llge .' CotlOn . transshipped rrom Ala bat11a and Georgia 
plan ta tions t.o th e text ile mi lls of New England and Great Britain, 
provided the leading export in per dollar ",due. Fo rest products, 
mostly pine lumber and na,,:a l stores rrom the surnlurHling arcas of 
West. f<l o rida and South Alahama, we rc a close second . Lumber. in 
particular. was a leading loe;11 money maker. and the dozen or so 
saw mills in opel~Hion in th c la tc ninClcclllh ce nt III) ' became some 
o f Wcsl Fl o rid a"s largest e mployers. Pe nsacola had Slaked its rUlu re 
011 foresl produ cls."' 

By the early years of the twe llt.ie th centllry, thl' wealth gelle r, 
,ned by lumber and couon industries transrormed Pemacola illlO:1 
thriving port ci t)'. Vli,h its ideallocalion un the north end or Pensa­
('a la Bay, the city Ix:cilllle a mitior shipping hub for the American 
Gulf Coast. Be lwee n 1900 and 19()4, Ihe pan cxpon.cd more than 
two billio n boa rd feel of lumber wort h more than $ l ~ millio n; 
ru!arl)' :")0 percent or all wood produc ts shipped OUI of pons a long 
Ihe Gulf of Mexico went Ih rough Pensacola.' Twu-- thirds uf Ihe 10-­
cally-produced lumhe r \'';lS ex port ed to Greal I\ril:lin and Europe 

2. /\ .R. l\il1 ):;hall1 ;ond So" Shippill): ('~lmpan)' Arrounr H<M'>k. UI\.II.,I903. 10:1- 10·1. 
hv..: I . J,I. 11;" gl"" " ( :';II\·<:I;UI1 . Dq JanmCI>I uf A"d,;\"cs :011(1 M:tnu"oipt.<, I\;r, 
tningham I'"hlie !.ilm,.)·. nirm;ngham. Ala. 

:t 1',·n.;;u:"la Homt! 8.; S,"\\'i tlgs A.<r.oci., ti"n. ti ll /" d",/.wl lli.J/OIY oj /',.,,,lJrol,, (I'cns:,­
mla. 1972). I. 

<I . Uniu:d Su"':s Tn·"~u')· lkp"nt"c ,, t . .,.~ ~ Fmrigr' (".'1111",,,,,., ""d ",,,,,;gll""" ofth, 
U,,;t,.,1 Stili'.). \'"Iun,,": I. Huu,.., O ' '':U I11 ,,1>I I-I, I'arl I, Sc l"i :,1 ·'f.o2 (W."hinStvn. 
D.C •. 19(3). ·mS .. 'I99. 

r •. .J :"'w~ R. MCC ..... I·,' m. Th, t:ml'l},"'"o' 0/1/ r.d> ;/1 II" ,lhln"1I Sf",t~; PI'II.JOUI/ll 190(). 
1!J4) (I'en.,;:.eut:!, 1!17IiJ. 22. 

6. Uni t"d SI;.l cS 1;":"5111) ' Dep""U1H;111. '1'1" 1"0""'1.'" COItI",,,U olld ,vU'"/.!II/jOIl 11th, 
/ 'minI Slulr.), ·19f1....1!I'J. 
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ahoard occan-steamers. r The Soul/u'rII M(lllu/wturn; a New Orleans­
based mo nth I)' magazine, devoted its emire Jun e 190 1 issue to 
Pensacola·s histol1', sites, people. th rivin g port, and the man)' re­
lated businesses that sprang up 10 support the lumber and cOllo n 
businesses." Abrainst this historical backdrop, the Ricluml t\ . Bing­
'''1111 sailed and traded cargos of southern pine. 

The fa me of the Richart! t\ . Bingham pales in comparison to tha t 
of other sailing ships of the past. but the vessel did have a hisIOI)', 
chm, lcter, and mystiquc that affected the people around it. The stoll' 
of the /?iduml t\. Billg/WIII llI iglH have lilllen illlo obscurity. like the 
tak'S ofso many other sailingships of that era, were it not for one rarc 
circumstance: the details of its construction and \'O}'ages \,'e re pft.'­
served in accounting records and a published edition of the owner's 
journal. "n lcse documen ts offer fascinating insights into the lucrative 
lumber induslJl' of cart)' Iwentlelh-cclllury Wcst ~lorida through the 
adl'entures of Sill a ll schooners like the Ilidwrd fl . lJi llglwlII. 

Named for the inf ;;mt SOil o f Frasier Franklin Bingham, owne r 
and o pe r'alOr. the Ric/uml A Bingham \ \I;IS charte red (or rltted o ut ) 
on October 21 , 1902 , and fonnally launched o n J anu;ul' 10, 1903. 
Oil the \·cssel licCMC, isslled b>' the Un ited States Customs Service. 
the IU llg/WIII was descri bed as a woodc n-llIIl1ed. single-decked 
schooner with th ree masts. About nine t y-I~et in length , the ship 
had a beam (width ) of Iwemy-six reet and displaced ninet), gross 
to rls.1I B), Januar), 1903, as workers al the small Robert 1-1 . LIIIgford 
ship)';lrd. loc;ned underne,llh the Ilaylen Stree t Wharf in Pensa­
cola 's busy harbor, completed lhe basic constructio n of thc WI/g­
hall/, its owners. lhc A. R. Ilingham and SOli Shipping C...om pan)" 
recorded the ship·s fina l cost as $7.355. The bulk of cost>;, amOUllt­
ing 10 3,8~9 . included materials, freight . and hauling. Anoth er 
52.299 covered lhe s."l iling gear, rigging. masts. spars, sails, labor, 
and ironwork . Final l)', on-board equipment inciliding anchors. 
chains, ch ronomelers, barometers, boat house and galle)' fum ish­
ings. winch , and windtas.~ totaled S I.227 . '~ 

7. Ibid. 
K Thl' .'.>IIIIII,,,.,, MllllllfiullITI"f: IJl'T!t>Iffl II! Ihl' Gmm,I IJI'II<'/O/llllml oflhl' S<m/~""" Sloll':!!J 

tiline 19(1 ): 11. 
II. Thl' l loiml oj N"";W,I;"" jQr 1/" lJ;slrirl oj rf"loroJ", N",;,I" 1/"""'1;" ,"" 111'f,/;rlllirm Of' 

Ow"rn- ur "'"$/" 1bW./t)r Offici,,' N"Mbn:>." Silf'",I I .I1InJ. Rkhard A. Billgham 
Offici;,1 R"cords. IllIn:au o r Marine Impcclioll :md N:lI'i,L,'Oll inll. Record Grollp 
" t. N:uional Archi\'es. W;l5hiugwn D.G. 

10. A. R. l\illgh.Ull '" HI Son Shipp;nJ: Comp~l1y Arro"n! nook, 8.'H\9 . 
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The oWIU:r. Fms;c r Franklin (F. F. ) Bingham I\'as a self-made 
ma n. BOrll i1l Yankee Spri ngs, Michibran , i1l 1872, Bin gh .un at­
lcm\cd schools in his nali\'c state before movin g 10 SI. Louis. Mis­
SOllri , where he gr aduated fro m a local business school.!! Bingham 
must have see n o ppo rtunity in the booming IUlllber 1I", Ide of West 
Fl orida whe n, in 1890, he moved to Pensacola and secured a posi­
tio ll as cle rk and sten ographer OIL the Southern Stales Land and 
Tilll lu-f Company. Ad\',lll Cemcnt app<lrenliy carne quickly for Billg­
ham al SOUl hem States. He proved 1.0 he -a man o f ability. fo rcsiglll 
and COllSCiClHiousncss, with cxcclJt:nl o rganizing skills and execu­
tive abi lity. He I\'as able to take the initiative in the blls;n ess.~" E\'cn­
tua lly, in 1900, he heCilme a director and helped to manage the 
company's 400.000 acres of timber land. Ily 1903. the rear of the 
Uiduml A. Binghall/'s ill-faled voyages. they had promoted him to 
the company's assista nt manager. " F. F. Bin~halT1 would st:l)' with 
So u[hern Sta tes LumbcrCompan)' Hlui l it closed its doors in 1930." 

Late in the 18905, through COIlI<\ClS wi th the lumber industry 
and shipping business. Bingham and his father. AIIlOs Reed Bill g­
ham. started the A. R. Bingham and Son Shipping Company. Dur­
ing ilS first years. the compan)' apparently ran consigllmelH goods 
aboard trading schooners such as the Hes/()r, Mesco((l, /Jo/7'nce Fredrr­
irk, and the Frrlllrl'..~ /J. Hiller. However. the consignment business 
was both fick le and risky. Fo r example, consign mclIIs could resuh 
in a S I :16 loss. as sullc red o n a cotlce shipment aboard Ihe Mesro/(l, 
o r ill a S~W7.74 profit which th ey g-dined fl'OlII a shipmclII of sugar. 
IIIlImeg, and pineapples aboard lhe Schooner /-Irs/or: " A shipment 
fo r Pensacola supplier J. A. f\-Icl-lugh nctted Ihe Binghalll.~ 5629. 
lhe largesl profit Lhey made from cOllsignmelll shipping. '~ 

Ah hough the Bing-hams earned handsomc pro l1ls in Ihe COIl­
signmelH shi pping business, lhe), decided 10 clHer lhe lumbe r tmdc 
and. in 1899. p urchased their firs l ship. the schooner Ol/v), Crockell 
for $4 ,500." Owne r-operaled schooners like th e J)rnry Crockm car-

[ L GcOf)\C M. Ch~pill. NQ.;,ln: 1',,,/. 1"'""",,/, "",I I:u/,,,r. I HJ-.191 J: 1'0111 I I"",/r,../ 
t~II"" !If li ar. I '''flr ... mIll /",/",Inlll IJn ¥,/IJPlllnll (Chical;n. 191M 9:l-94; Udall 
Ruc kc r ,md N.ll han f . \\'o.,IS<.·}'. ,.,\s .. I.ng '!! Ih .. 1',.,.,_ IJa,: Sum"' .... (A,i",,. ill /h .. 
IIh l flo, j,/ll 1Il" m. 191 ] -191, (Ba~d.,d . Fl; •.. I !)IJ I ). i·xXli i. 

12. Ch;'pin . Honda: 1',.,1. 1", .. .,,111. IIml f ·UI",. .. , 93. 
[3. Wi/Q!"'''.l PfIt.l"m/" e lly 0,,>'("/01)', / 90J (Richml>1l(1. Va .. 100:1). 8fi. 
14. Rllckc r and WooIsc}'. cd~ .. TII .. I.ng "1," .. I'"1H1-/),,)'. x\'. 
I;). ,\ .It Bi,, ~h;tnl 'II1d So" Shipping C.onlp'l!I}, ,\cc"um n.Klk. 37. 41. 
[fl . [hid .• 231. 
17. lbitl .. 37. 41. 
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F. F . Bl l'iGHAM 

F, F. !\ing ham, circa 192{1s. (A)ur/I!J'J QJS,,""i,,1 CoIkt:li(.m5,jl)}'" C. !'flU J.ibm,], /h,i,,"· 
J;ry I)J lli31 f lorida, J>nwuola. 

ri ed soft pines fro m the so utheastern United States \0 Ccn u""a l 
America whe re agen L~ bartered for hardwoods such as mahoga ny. 



FI .O IUIlA HIST ORIC,'L QUARTERLY 

In 1902, the Binghams suppleme nted their lIeet with a second 
shi p. the lIewl)' co nstructed Hirlumll\. W"Khmll. Tho ugh oOi cially 
ope rated th rough A R. Bingham Shipping Company, tile Richard 1\ . 
Bingham was solely owncd by Fr,lsier Franklin Bingham. By cust Om. 
I he Binghams shared Ih e profi L" of eac h voyage ,'lit h the ship's cap­
tain . the first of whom was F. F. Bingham 's longtime friend . Ray­
mond Leslie Merritt. Compan y aCCOlllltS .~how that the father and 
son did til e bulk of their busin ess on the outbou nd trip. shipping 
p roduc t.s from Sout hern Sla les Lumber." On the re lurn Irip, lit her 
promin ent local compa nies such as Parodi and Sons and f\knglc 
and Co mpany COlllmclCd to buy the inbound cargo oflllahog;IIIY.'o 

Frasier Fran klin liinghilm's e lltrepreneurial SLlccesses para l­
leled his personal life. In 1896, he married Fannie Augusta Dert­
ing, a Pensacola natil'e. E\,clIlually, lhe fa mily had sen :n chi ldre n; 
Ric hard ,\~ tS the second child bo rn in 1902. As ''1orke rs la id the keel 
fo r the nel" schooner that would c\'enmally bear [.IJ(~ infan t's name, 
there must han! been an air of tXci lement for the >,Ol lllg father. 
Bingham had become a s l1cce~sfu l businessman iu th is sm:lll south· 
ern city. He panicipalCd in man>, civic orbranizalio ns ranging: from 
the local Masonic Lodge LO the Young Men 's Christian A~sociatio ll . 

A~ a rneiliber of the Pe nsacola Cllamber ofColllmerce, he "kept in 
tOllch with the gelleral trend of busincss a(kl11 CCllle ll t of his da)' 
and anively suppo rt ed many progressive business pr(~(:c ,-~. His 
work iu lhe ci t)' was both constructive and fars ighted with a fOO lS 
nn public growth a ll d munici pal de\·clopmen t. Thesc business ~tnd 

comllHlIlilY acti vities allowed hiln 1.0 develop many social conlacts 
and bra ined fur him the esteem and confidence ol'all with \,'hUIll Ill' 
C;11l1e in Contac l. "~ Ironically. his social and elllrcpn'lleuria l suc­
cesses a ll were gai lll:d wh ile he was a mcmber of the Republkan 
Pill·ty ill iI stau nchl ), Democratic stat e. 

As a rdative newcomer to Pensacola socie ty, F. F, Bingham 
demonstrated that he had the mo ne}' 10 bu ild a ship and the vision 
to e tlt cr Lhe scalilring tnlde; his beloved Uirluml, as he called it. 
\I'Quld be Lhe culminat io n of his aspirat io ns. T il e 1~llllily anticipated 
movi ng fro m their middle-class Cen~Ul tes Street hu me in PellS;\­
cola's List Hill District to th e more I ~lshionahle North Hill Dis-

IS. lhi.! .. 212, 
19. "m\{,,0111 /Jm11 Nt'l"'. t'J Dece mher I \)ll:i: A.K Uingh:llU ,,,,d Snn Shipping ( :em l' 

pan)' Acconnt !look, 97. 
W . Ch:opin , fu"."II/: /'{"I. "m,n,l. "",{ Hum ... !1:l-9·1. 
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lrict.~ ' Lillie did Bingham know that , o\'er til{' next twe lve mon ths, 
his dreams would man ifest as sOllie of his wor'St ll ighlmares. 

Formally lau llched 0 11 .!an ual) ' 3, 1903, t be Billgham was towed 
to the Perdido \Vharfin Pensacola Harbor whe re shipbuilders com­
plcted cOllSlruCliOl1 dctails under the direction OfC'1plain MerritL!".! 
He \\~IS the likely choice to pilot this new sc hoo ner; he had cap­
tai ned the Davy Crockell fro m its purchase in 1899 through lhe 1902 
sai ling seaSOI I. Who beLler to entrust with lile new shi p? O n January 
14, 1903, the /Jing/wllt was moved 10 the Palafox Street Wharf where 
il \\~ IS rigged and the sails installed. Afterwards, Oil the Perdido 
Wharf. st.evedores loaded the ship's fi rst ca rg;o, it shipment. of fin, 
ished pi ne lumbcr. While the shi p was hei ng loaded, Bingham and 
Merritt selectcd the crew for the maide n \'oy.l.ge to Belize. a group 
consisting of the ca ptain, a firs t male, and three crew members.~ 

Th e <\ver, lge ocean-going scaman of this era recei\'cd abou t 
SSG per mon lh , with captains dr<lwing about 125 pc r mo mh!' Th e 
crew of the Uirhrml A. Uillglulln appears to have earned about hair 
that amou nt , making abOIll a onc llIonlh 's \\~ages for a two-month 
voyage, Pay Illay havc becn lower because the vessel was not a 
Slc.unshi p, the cre\\'s of which usually rccc:: i\'cd to p dollar, but 
"lIher a small and undistinguished schoon e r plying Ihe Inmbe r 
Imdc across thc Culf o f Mexico and the Caribbcan Sea. 

AI 2:30 p. l11 . on February 4. 1903, the Ridwnl A. Bingham SCI s.ai l 
on its first vo)'age to Belize, can1'ing 122,000 board feet o f lum ber 

:!l . Na ~ h"n W()ol)oC~' ItI):1I1 R. HeiN , :.!2 Angnst 1997. \\'oo\so:y daims Ihal ' P" ns;., 
cola 's mOSI h,hinnahlc area WaS Ih"" Nunh Ililt , "'herc:l.S Ea.'1 Ct:r"anle~, where 
lhc l.Iingh:un'~ lil'cd w,.s in [ast 1·1it!. I'cns:u:;ub 's I'ibmnl nl)-;md-com;ng middle 
fI"ss distric i in I~Kl3. F. F. llingh:un, who'd arri\""d in 1890. "'I.' s~i1l a rd :ll i\'(: 
' newcun,,: r,' rhough 11\111 sur<' Fannie [ OI~,t i11gl a.~l'ir(,<lIO :' N"nh Ilill address 
:.lIlh c.\:tmc.~ 

12. The launchillg ofa lIew ship IlIUSI h,I\'C b.'en 11 cOlllmon :ulIl r.tthe l" luwI'el1\fu1 
()(:currenct' in IlIt'Il-<Jf.lh.--centUl), I'clI.'ac"IOI . The 1~('IHllwi" fJJliiy tV".'!, which 
puh1isllt:d a d .. il~' m;u·ir.intc seClion, did 110 1 Iltemion the l,tullChillg of the Ilil'h· 
am A. /I ill/{hlml. 

23. " .R. Bingh:ulI ,ul{i Sou Shipping CUI11Il:my t\(coum Hook, 9-1-9:>. Iksid~-s (;;tl)­
min I-Icrrill, who "'liS paill SI30 fOI" Ihe cnlin: trip. ollll:r crew tm:mhe B for the 
linol trip i"c\udL-d lire firsl mate liill , who rL'Ceil"ed S45 for the lrip; scamen Cub 
and Mik", both of "'horn rL'Ceil'e.t $30: "lid Liehcrs~ cin :tnd it cook. ,",'II<> were 
paid 522.50 ,mil SI8 respecl;l"cl)'. N .. ilher " r lhe I .. st IWO men "~l~ li slct! fu r the 
re lllm trip 10 l'en~ .. c()la; J .".t:. who crewed fro nl Ikl i/.t: 10 I'ensacol". probahly 
rel'l:jced one of these origin,,1 crt'w I1WlIlh.:rs, The 1:1lj1 11'lIne.~ of mOS I of lhe 
cn.",' wcrc IISllHlly omilled from cumll:lrly n.'Cords, 

24. Gilson \\'i1I"'I~, I\'" , /tn"l <1/1111' NIII;mr: A" Im/rnlnul t,""lJrilJlH'lJ;a Dfllll' CXcuparimll oj 
{hI' It"'mUltl I'rop/r (NL"" York. 19()3). 590-f,(H. 
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llin ~h :t m . in th .. Trnpi~lI . do; nR' hi , " Tfi .. k " 
31 th t Whtl' l . 

F. E Bingh;"', :u .ht' h.:h" of 011 . ' of his ship;;, (.o"rl,))' ()!SfwilJ! ( :tJ/IN,irm$. j uh" C. 
I'"u tlb .. ",y. Il" h"'''il)' 1)/ \\ '6-1 Horir/u. l'm.'W''''', 

and 5,000 shiuglcs-$J.SOO wonh of goods-from the Solllhern 
Stales Lu mber Coll1 p ;II1),. 1'o Some eighteen days latcr, the ship ar­
lived safel y a l Iklizc. Though o nly linliwd details orl his 1I1":;ll l"ip a rc 
cited in the log book, apparentl)' lhe ship Elecd rough sea. .. through­
Ollt Ihe roun d-t rip \'oyagc.~ The lJillghlt m proved a sea-worthy craft, 
surviving a two-mOlith . OIu.. ... 'housand lIl ile, opcn-occan \'or.lgc. 

Once il arrived in Beli ze, dockworke rs took a bolLt twc h'c days 
to unload the cargo of pin t: produc ts. Then on fI. 'la rch 9. they bega n 
th e le n days of reloadi ng the shi p wilh mahogany logs fo r its return 
tr;p.l' Hy April 4, the Riduml A. Billg/wlII was hack in Pcnsacola, 
whe re the mah og:ul)' logs were un loaded for C.c. Menglc & \.orn­
pany. a local woodworking company.'II' In all , Ihe first Irip of Ihe 

2.;.I'mM,n)/n I)"i/)" Nn,l.). " F,·hm,, ')· 1'J(l;I. The .\br"'11"" $cct.on (If '11,,. I''''' fl fo/II 
J),,;fy N",·,' reptHwd. 0 11 a {b,i l)' b;,sis. ,he 11 ;""" S of the ships Iha ' had anil'ed in 
Ihe harhor the previnus Ii:,), ""d ,hose in the harbor loading car).:o. In addi'ion. 
Ihe column also repul'led un ships th:1I h"d cleared CUSlmns and hOld t'ilhe,­
~ail"fl or were ,,: ,iling If) ",", il. Finall )', ,hen' w" n ' o.-casional refen' nee$ If> l<)("al 
.~h i l's in fo reign h'Irbo rs :lIld short t"""un· :,, ' ,idt~ "flo.:at imereM . 

26. A.R. I~in!-:ham and SIlI1 Shipp.n!; C",np;my Accoun , Hook. Y-I . 
:!7.I'myuo/l/ !)nil)' N"",. IIi .\breh I'JO:I, 
2H. [hid., '1}\p"ill90:I. 
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!lidlfmi A. Bi"gham lasl,ed se\,enty-onc days, from February I to 
Apri lll .'l'i 

The schooner's building, outfiuing, and sailing pro\'ed an eco­
no mic success fo r the Binghams. Arter expc ndil.llres of $978 and 
C'lpmin Merriu 's share, th e Binghams earned $764 fro m the trip. 
According 10 compa ny records, Bingham may have also shipped 
freight on consignment for Simpson and Company, a large yellow­
pine mill located o utside of Bagdad, Florida, which resulted in 
$330 additional profits."" All looked promising for lhe Billgll(lmand 
its owners afler the fit 'Sl u·ip. The Caribbean shipping business ap­
peared to be a lucr.l.tivc proposition . 

Accountin g records of th e Uiduml A. Billglwm's maiden \'oyage 
vc rify F. F. Bingham's attention to the business dcve lopmcn ts o f 
this day. The records of the ship show se parate accounts for th e 
out-bOllnd trip to Uelize and Ihe in-bo und trip to Pensaco la . There 
' .... LS also a cash accoullt fo r expenses related to the ship. Bingham 
accounted for the OUI-bound and in-bound legs separately, as if 
each were a singu lar business transaction _ the standard method of 
IXlokkeeping for early twelilieth-c.entu ry ship operatio ns as pn .. '­
scribed by cOlUcmpot',lI1' accounting manuals. ' l Accollluing 
records. such as those in the log of th e Bingham, ch ronicled the ex­
penses incurred during the vO)'<lge such as groce ries, miscella­
neous supplies, ,,,,n cr, and \\~tges. The costs of operatin g a lumbe r 
schooner also included stcvedore help o n the piers and a hOSI of 
taxes and fees for docking a\. a wharf, includin g cusl.oms du\.ies, 
port entry and clearance, and harbor pilotage,:III 

Some o f the emries, however, also reveal more personal SlOries_ 
For example. ex penses lo r the first leg of thc jounley 1.0 Belizc in­
cl uded 52.60 for ~ hospital~ and 5 lor Millan hurl.M This may ex­
plain whal happened 10 Lieberstein , listed as a crew membe r o n 
th e oUl-bound trip bill nol. o n the return leg. Paymelll-s 10 Cub's 
wife for one doll ar and 1.0 Captain Merritl 's wife fo r twclllr-fivc dol­
lars suggesl thaI. Bingham considered the famili es of crew Illemhe rs 
10 be integt-,II parts of the operations. Int crestingly, lht: re is no in­
dication t.hal Ihe salary advances werc deducted from fUUlre pay, 

29. A. R. t~ i "gham :md Son Shipping O,)rnp:my Account tk>ot. 95. 
3O. lloicl . 
31. Ct'orgc Soule. Sou/; ' ,vI'''' &U-II" (/111//'1'111'1;" oJ Auorml.! (Ncw Orleans, 19(3), 

34(). 342. 
32. A.R. Bingh:ull ,lIId Son Shipping Corn p:my Account RlM.t. !)5- t05. 
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A m . Sch r. "Ci ty o f Ba ll imore", un 
Pensncola Oa r. out ward bound 

The Cil)' of i hdli mml' . . <;'i tt'r ship of ,h .. fi,rh",,/ A. Ui"l!/imn. (:O"" ~\)' QfSpt'd al Co llcc­
tio n' , j o/III C I'au 1.lbm,)'. I I" ;'Y'H'/) uJ II '-'1 Nondll. f'I'II)Wo/(I. 

Finally, l~i llgha1l1 also noted th e busi nesses and stores he p;lIron­
izcd wh ile OIl1fitt ing and provisioni ng his ships. Compa nies like 
J ames l\kHugh and W.A. Dun hal1l, chandlery (ship's supply) COIll­
pan ics Ih al provided food and othe r provisio ns. were promi nent in 
lhe records." 

O n April I I , the Binghul/I was moved to Parodi 's 1' .. l ill where 
workers , for the next se"en days. loaded it with I 09.496 board feCI of 
lumber and 2.200 wooden pickets . Du ri ng this lime. the schooner 
was provisioned amI a crew hired, indudi ng C lptain Merrill (agai n 
paid SI30). Hendrix ("Bi ll ~ from the fi rs t tri p who rcceivcd ,:;5), 
and Shen nan ( 47.50). In addi tion , therc we re ScOIl , r..IcDonald , 
and Han·c}'. each of whmn made abollt :W lor the lri p, Ik sides the 
caplai n , the on I}' ho1dO\'el' fro m the first trip \\~IS Hendrix." 

33. lhi<l .. '.n ~:; . !JiJ. IOO. 
:H . lhi(t., 97. 



T HE RIel/MY) J\. lJlNGHA M 14 7 

The Bingh(lm rcached Pe nsaco la anchorage on April 20 and 
cleared the bay the followi ng day at around 3:00 p. m.M Th is shil}­
me n! onumber products was bound fo r Cardenas. Cuba. a pon on 
the no nh side of the island about fin y mil es eas t of l-la\"" II" . During 
th e two wce k trip to Cuba, the crew encoun tered a ' ".Iriet)' o f 
weather condi tions. O n the leg 0 111 of Pcnsacola. the sh ip experi­
enced clear sa iling for several days-good news fo r a vessel that had 
a rough \'o)~'ge t.O and from L\elize the pre\"io LLs mo nth . Sometimc 
be forc the ship reached the Flo rida Straits, 1)cIWCCII Cuba and the 
United States. the lJingham e l!joyed a few days o f very calm seas. 
T hough no t usually da ngerous. the becalming ofa sail ing ship, nev­
ertheless, can be "ery frtlsl.rating. The final part o f the vo),age took 
the Billghmll through \.he Florida Straits and past t.he 01)' Tortugas 
Islands. At this po int . storms agai n rocked the small craft, keeping 
the ship out o f the Cuban port for an addi t.ional three days. Finally, 
o n May 3, the Iliduml A. Bing/Will docked in Cardenas.16 

Af ler a wee k of unloadi ng, the ship set sa il fro m Cuba for Flo r­
ida . apparently with an empty C;:lrgo ho ld . Th e IICW destinat.ion was 
Charlotle Harbor nca r prese nt·d a)' Fo n Myers. where Ih e Billghflm 
docked o n Ma)' 22." Over the next two days, dock crews loaded ten 
to fiftee n tons of phosph ates from the nea rb), Punta Gord a mines. 
The lJillg/W1II sa iled fo r home th ree d ays !;ne r, and o n j ulle 3, it ar­
rived in Pensacola ..... B)' the eveni ng of june G, all cargos were un­
loaded , a nd th e ship was t.aken across the bay and docked."" 

Ag;.lin. th e second lri p o f the Bing/wm nett ed a pro lil fo r the 
Binghams: 26 1 after the standard 12 pe rcen t share to Captain 
Merrit t. Th c sh ipmen t of llllllber 10 Cuba provcd 10 be quile p rof­
itable, rcpaying a return o f $279.49. Th e return trip W<.IS not as prot: 
itable. Records showed $262.40 in phosphate revenues a nd 
$282.4 1 ill ex pe nses, leaving: lhe l~ ingh a l1l s wil.h a loss 0 1' 520. iii Still. 
except fo r the small fi nancial set back fr.om t.he ph.osphate deal. th e 
firs t two trips of the Ric/lard II . Billg/U/III wcre profl wblc for ilS own­
ers and rd atively ulleve ntfui. Th e futu re looked bright. I n their or­
di nari ness, however, these early voyages.of th e Rirluml A. IJillghflll/ 

rnasked the storm that was brewing. 

~;. I'mMlcol(l l)(, il1 ""'111.1. 22 Aprit 1903. 
36. A. R. 1~,"ghalU ;md Soli Shipping Comp,U1)" Acconm 1}.(x.I;. 97. 
37. [hid. 
~8. I'nJJ(lCoili f)iI;l)" N~"'J. ~ JILIlC 1903. 
39. A. R. Bingham :md Son Shipping Comp'lII)" ' \ C(OUIlt Book. 98. 
,to. [bid .• 97-98. 
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On J une II . workers put the ship in queue lor loadin g al the 
Perdido \Vharf. The WlIg /WIII must have stayed in a nchorage for 
nea rly a wee k b(:causc il did not go alongside the II'har!' fo r loadi ng 
until the ancrnooll o f.lun e 18. Five d ays latcr, the ship sailed for 
Bdi7.C with a cargo of lu m ber and fre ight worth S I ,067, and a sup­
plcmclltal cargo th at included three cases of hal5, live cases of 
buOts and shoes, a case of sloe kings, one case of hardware, and u ne 
barrel of oil. 01 Th e value of all the goods ",as repo n ed to customs as 
S2,657.26. lt Discrepancies between the repon ed cuslOms vallte and 
the ship 's log I\'ere prob .. bly due to the Iype of shipping COll l.r.ICI 

used . If llle lUl1lbcr were purchased for resale and the other goods 
shipped for a fee. the n the ,'(,Iue o rthe shipmen t ("Ilu id be listcd as 
higher tlmn the revenues recorded by the shipping company. Rar­
tllu ml Leslie Merrill again capmined th e ship wilh a crew of five. ill­
cl udinK the cx periellceli Bill and Shenmm and newcom e rs Gomez, 
Mont ero, and an Afri can American named Drew. " 

Th e Irip staned OU I quic t enol'gll. but someti me between June 
30 audJuly 12. problems arose aboard the Bing/Will. An entry in the 
company account book reads, ~~hll i ny o r insan e ca ptain on the 
vO)" Jge, two men SC t ad rift o IT Co7.ILT1Iel. boat los l. ~ " E F. Bingham 
probably made the en lt)' well afte r the fact, bUI from the llllCer­
lai llty of Ihe si<l teme nt , il appears thaI he did nO! unders tand the 
aCluill ci rc umstances su r ro unding the "mlltiny.- Did G'\pw in Mer­
ri lt go insanc and SC I two me n adrift i[l a n act of caprice. or ,,'cre lhe 
twO men SCI ad ri ft afte r co nducting a llIutiny? Wh:!! exactl}' ha p­
pe lled aboard th e Binghom? T he remainder o f the log and the ac­
cOlL nti ng records arc sile nt 011 lh e issue. 

But all August 5 front -page story in [h e Pel/sarf/fa (Jail)' Nrllls re­
lated how Clptain Merritt . after he;: wellt ~i nsalle~; 11 Ihe opi nio n of 
First Ma le W. T. Hendricks (presumably Bill in Ihe n::cords). se [ 
him and the b lack seaman Drewaddfl in a yawl (a sma ll open sail 
boa l) in which Ihe)' su[vived fo r twO weeks before making landl:ill. 's 
Hend ricks kept a daily log of th e two me n 's o rdeal. Ro ugh seas 
nearl)' s\\'ampcd the rawl sc\'e ral1.imes. Frustratingly. Ihe IWO men 
sighted o therships o n no less th an four occasions, but Ihc crews of 

·11 . Ibid " ti.e.; " ,,,.ulnH/I IR/if)· Nnl!<. 2 ~\ J une 1 !J{)3. 
,12. p,,,,"aJin Ollil)' Ni'U". 2.'J Junc 19(1:1. 
'13. A. It. llingh:"tI :IIId Soli Sh ipiling Compan)' I\t:wum 1.\'011" . HWI. 
4'1. Ibid . 
... '>. · -terr ihl,> Sto ry ,)r llu: .ox' .. : /'m511aJiIl I)",,), N,,,,,. 5 "lL):U~t 1 !J<)~1. 



THE UIO IMW A . IJlNCHAM 149 

these ships did not sec thclII . O nce, a shark followed the small boat 
for more than four ho urs. Evcn wit h fi sh 10 suppleme nt the me n 's 
diet. they nlpidly ran out of provisions. and by July 19. their food 
and frcshwilter were gone. Some time on lhe night of J uly 20, they 
sighted the lighthouse a t Cozurnel. T hey tried to land the nex t day, 
bu t crashed the boat on the rocks. 16 E\,cllIually, He ndricks and 
Drew rCllIrned home to Peusacola whcre the)' told their side of the 
stol1'--one o f anger, couragc. vio lence, and apparen tly a misunder­
standing that. W·AS compounded by alcohol abusc. t1 

As the sLOry was relayed to a New .Qrk H'mM reponer, soon after 
the d cpan.ure from Pensacola , C lptain Merrit t called all han ds aft 
o n the Bingham and o rdered that the fi rs t male, Hendricks, be 
lashed to the mizzen mast. The Pnlsacolo Daily Nrws described how, 

His I Me rrill 'S ] de pri \~Alion of rum , it is claimed , afterwa rds 
aftccted the captain's mind and his state was increased 
when a kn ife accideIllally dropped fro m a loft. Gain in g th e 
idea that Hendricks was plotting ag<li nst him , he o rde red 
the mate tied. The next day he was said to have developed 
deliriulIl and ordered Ore\,, 's hands tied . Seve ral othe r 
craz), o rders were give n,'" 

The men told ho\\' Merrill par.u led with pistols and a Win cheste r r i­
fle the next dOl)" th reatening firs t to kill I-iemllicks and then to cut 
lhe longuc out of Ore\\'. HelUlricks claimed that he tried to "IIlI­
mor" Merrill: ~AII I asked of captain is to put me on the deck un­
lashed and shoot me like a ma n. I do n ·t \>('lI1t to d ie trk ed lip like a 
h erri ng . ~ Merri tt apparelltly respo nded : ~ f'1I do nothing of the 
kind. I'll do worse than thaL I'll givc YOLl a shi p to cOlllmand and a 
crew 10 se rve LInder YOLI. 1"11 give yO Ll a chance to navigate, damn 
yo u!" eyes, I'll turn )'ou adrift. " The two rnt: 1I were sent to their 
be rths \\'here the ), wai led for the capLain to calm down , hopefu lly as 
he sobered up. In the middle of the night , Merritt carne to Hen­
(Ir'icks ),e l again. confron ting the firs t mate: ~Moealez [probabl)' 
Montero in the crel" list] has just telegraphed yOlI to kill me , but I 
gOl ahead or you. 1"11 knock Olll your headligh L~ before yOll can 
make a l1Io\'e.- Th e next l1Iom ing, onJul), 8, Hendricks and Drew 

·t6. lhid. Accord ing 10 Ih" ,IC( Ollll! book. Ihe COSt 10 repl<occ the pwl was $30: A.R 
Bingh'llll ,ttld Son Shipping Companr "C{"olllll IkIok. 102. 

" 7. 1''''511(0/11 f>ni ly N,.fI /J. 5 August 1903. 
·tH. lhid. 
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wen: pI li in th e y. lwl lII ith m ini mal pruvisions and beg-m th e ir 
IlcOI rl), two-week ordeal. '~ 

After an'iving in Cozllmd , the pa ir tr<lve!t:d to Iklize where 
Hend ricks reponed their situation to the Amelican Consul. bllllhe 
diplomat did not com ple te an onida I irwestig;uio n inw Ihe maHer 
beca use he kit il 1\~lS not wil.hi n hisj urisdiClioll. Ra ther, th e consul 
"sim pl)' took Hendricks' ackltnwledgmeltL" 1.0 the ce rtificate tllat 
[he[ le ft the I'esse! orhis Ol\'n accurd and in accordance with tile 
wishes of all the men concerned,~~' In lime. h01 h Hend ricks ;U1(\ 

Drew n 'ce il'ed pa), fo r ti1(:ir s(' rvices, a cin;1I 111SI:I11Ct: tha i seemed 
odd in ligh t of thcir repon cd I1l1l1i l1 )'. 

Possibly. wi th sllspiciolls of I-I cndrick\ Stl ll1', the consll l ununi· 
ciallyexpressed his opi niun tha i i\'lc l' ritt acted appropria td ), if thc 
ship was indeed in danger, "Ca pt" in Merritt is held ill h igh esteelll 
here," cOllt,inucd the co nslll , ~ .. nd bei llg considered a Ilard-\\·orking. 
sobe r, stntightforw"rd lIIalt and as he has !>cell u~ld illg here for scv­
e r'al yca rs, of course. is well known ." Merrill had his allies and 
rricnds in Be lizc . A I~ ri t ish co lo nial onidal credited MelTitt with 
fod>ca l~I 11(.: e, claim in g that he wOll ld have sim pl), killt;d the mate.>1 

In lhe mcant i11lc , Merri ll repo n ed his problems 10 t\ merican 
o llicials imd probabl y Cilh 1cd Bi n gh ' lIl1 OI!lOli t Ihe s iluOi t iu n. l ie 

promptl y lert Beli ze ahoard Ihe first a\, tilah1e stcamship. the 
AI/sf/ III. wilh the intcnt "10 car ch He ndri cks a nd tIl(' lH:grn 1)1'1'1\'," 

F. F. ni ngha111 sailed to Bel ize to recover h is schoo ner. whk h crews 
were loadi ng with a refll nl c" rgo o r mahoga ny Ii II' Ihe Mcndall 
COlli pan>' of Louisvil1c .'l WhCl1 he arri\'ed. Binghanl appuillt ed AI­
hen Dt'Bruux as the ship's new capla in . Wilh Uin gham aboard , Ihe 
Uir/llm/A. WI/gIlt/ill S< liled on .J ul ), :-\ 1 and said}' arrived a t Pensacola 
wi ll i he r cargo 0 11 August 10. 

T hc following da),. I he /)aily /'Ilnl's ran a StOl) ' e lll itled "P,i ngh:ult 
at Qllaran t inc.~ Tilt: story lold how upo n a rrh~\1 in Pensacola. the 
ship \\~ IS p UI ill de telldon. o r qll :H~tn tir1e. for about thret: days be­
fo n: being sent t.o the R;lilroad Wharf ror Ll II 1o;lding, '" De tcntioll of 
a ship al tlli' Deer Poin t Quaranti ne Sta tion \\~ IS a [i1n nali t)', a llowi ng 
inspection of tht' ( "rgo by customs service o lliccrs, fo r fU llI ig'll ion 

·I!). lllill, 
5O. lhid. 
5 1. Ihid , 
"~to I'~"~WH" Omly N~",). Ii i\II.1:'I~' t!.103. 
:;~ . TIll' R.I,I,.",,!! WII;,,.r W; IS p,.nhahly II", n"w t.ldl ny mqw,1 br .h .. u mis,'m" :""t 

N:l,lwilk ~, illl,ad . 
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of the ship, :uld cx.uninatiOII of tllc crc\\' lo r discasc.' i NaILlI" lly, thc 
article centered o n Capwin Merritt , who had come to the news of· 
fi ee 10 ~eorreC I an crro neolls im press ion .~ Al though he never said 
what had happcned on board the fl i llg/wlII, Mcn'itt \\~IS in Pe nsacola 
to defend I,he vcssel and himself. )-Ie suggested in the interview I,hat 
he could face possible prosec utio n for the cve nts aboard the /Jillg­
ham and remained reluctant to tell his side of the story;'oI 

Mcrrill, Hcndricks. :md Drew madc it back to Pensa co la well 
beforc Bingham anivcd 10 quell the bad publicity. When he did f(!­
turn o n the evening of Augusl 10 , Bingham fou nd, much 10 his 
chagrin. thallhc fircworks had alrcad)' begun . No doubt his de trac· 
tors delighted in the problems besieging this u, \IIspla mcd no rth­
c m cr. Yct, Bingham weathered Ihe crisis and read ied h is ship for ils 
fourth voyage. 

OIW might aSSUlne tha tlhe Ihird vo),age of the Rid/(/ ,~I A. ni l/I,," 
h(lll/ would h,l\'C! soured the long-term relationship betwccn Cap­
tain r..krrilt and F. F. L\i ngham. Yel, D(l ily NflllS repon ed . "Th ere 
see ms lO be no ill feelings betwee n th e fonner mas tcr lMcrriu I and 
Mr. Bingham ,~"" The pape r late r indicated that MC1.ptilin Merrill 
was currelltly ill cllarge of the Bingh;un 's other schooncr, the Datlill 

Crorkf'lI. M" StilL thc records of t he compan y suggest anothe r reason 
for Bingham's con tinucd approval of Mcrril t. T he owne rs of JA. 
Me rritt and Comp'IIl },. ship broke rs and consign me 111 specialists 
and relativcs of Captain Merri tt. figurcd prominenll), among Bing­
ham's business relatio ns. For example, Bingham paid commissions 
to JA. ,,"'Icrrin and Company for the phosphatc ship ment tha t lost 
mo ncr Business l,;uhcr than fri e ndship m<l)' have gone a lo ng wa)' 
in the reconciliation of the two men . Even with the pro blems sur­
rounding the lJinglllllll j la test vo)'age, the enterprise proved profit­
able for F. F. Bingham who cleared $546.'" 

The fallollt from thc ca la lllit Oll~ third voyagc had not settlcd 
whe n loading began for the fOllftJl a l1(l what turned Oll t to be the final 
uip of lhe Rir}wrr/ A. BillJ,'lwm. The schooner's depa!1l1fc dale of Au­
gust 18 is intercsting for 1\ \ '0 re:l'iOI1S. First, hue Slll1l1ner was the huni ­
cane season both in the Gulf of Mcxico and d Ie C uiblX!.m Sea, -111C 

:.4. Vi rginia I' a rks. /'"",,,rolli: S/Hmillrt/J /(1 SIItJ.!' Ilg, (PI·llS;KoJa. 1986). 78. 
:;[). I'nw,,:vI(I/)(Iily Nn<lli, II Aligus! 1903. 
56. luid ., 18 AuguSl 1903. 
~, 7. luid ., 2'-) Dl:ccu.hcr 1903. 
58. 1\ .R. Billgh;ulI ;md Soli ShippingCompa u)" Accuunt Uuuk. IO'L 
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,h n:al of bad weather apparentl), \\", IS not a concern lo r Bingham. 
howe\'(:r. b<:callsc he had dispatched lhe Dm'} C,ockf'1t to Belize sonIc 
weeks carlie r.''' Sctund, SOIllCUIIIC in JUlie the ship had twice spe lll 
lime in d ry dock lo r which 28.50 and $5 wc"c paid rcspccuvcly.fol F. F. 
Bingham did not list lhe type uf repair'S in his ledger. bU l lhc qucstio n 
adscs as 10 the seawo rthiness of Bin1!!1fI11I when i l ldi Pensacola . 
Loaded with 125,385 fec I of lumbe r alOll!; wilh doors. S<L"hcs, and 
blincls. all valued at $ 1.063, t.he scho0l1cr SCI sail o n Augllst 18.'" 

For over a 1I10 11ll" 11(1 additio nal log e ntries were lnad e. O n or 
abo ut Septembe r 22. Bingham noted rece ivin g a cable that the 
schoo ner had reached Frorll l'nI , Mexico, ils hokl fil II of wal cr.6'I For 
nearly a 1I1 0nl h , the ship sat in Ihe ~·tcx ican port. Somethi ng mliSI 
have ocen dreadru lly wrong because th e cash j Ullrn al nOled a 
charge of $ I,450 ~fur Fron lera"' \\'il h ,Ill add itio nal S22i listed only 
as a "'trip to Fro nlera. "'" T he Rirlwrd J\. Binghall/ finally departed 
Mexico on o r aboll l NO\'cmbc r 7 and arrived at Bel ize on NovclII­
bel' 26."' Bo th the company's log ami the Vail)' Nl'w.~ fur Novcmber 
1903 we re sile ru o n rhe problems lhatt hc sh ip faced . 

F. F. Bi ngham h:l(l left Pens-l cola fo r Fro ntera Hrl October 6 II) 
in vcstigal e th e prohlellls facing his <:rew a nd ship."" Two w(:cks a nd 

:,9. " I'IIS'lfIJ/fI l )oil), Nn,('. 18 J ll ty 1'J03. 
r.n . " .It Ilillgham ,IIId So", S hippi llg CuIIl I),III), AccoIIII I llouok. (01),10 I . 
fil. lhi cl .. 10.1. 
62. lhid , 
6:\. Ibid" 10 .... 
64. Ibid .. lU I. 
6:>. 111 , hl: <priUIl 01 I!.I I·I. F, F. IliuAh:Ull I' " hli~ h"d his 0.:)(1)<,.,1'11"' '1; " 'ill1 lIlt' Ufr/1I11l1 

, I . IJi"J,rh"", ii , a ",-"i,,, "f :u'li .. lt:s ii , . h.· "rllwrt)/" .Iollrtltll. l 11""., ;u1iri, '< W,',,, 
lIr""..., fn.>I1' Ih." jClu l'I1a l h,' kept whilt: u~'w li"g f"'111 1','II,an,[;, In Fn .. "I"" I. 
lI inl\h :\ln '~ j n llrna l pl'm'i<l,'s ;t IIni<I'"' lu ... k :11 Ihe CUhlll'C of MC1(iro at Ihl : 1IIr" 
" t Ihe .wen li", h Ct'n""y .I nd fin ,I ,,! t" '" ur .. ilil " >lr, and h i. d t'srrip' H"",-,f I h~' 

l:ll ld amj its I~"pl" makc a, ' c ltligh't' n;n!; 1r;'\','loll" '" Th" juurnal al ... tu r­
ni,hl:s;111 i nlnt"ling pc r~p"cliI'':' ;111" IllI" ,'lIler it'lIn comrm mill in ~ "' ~i (o, ils 
hl"i"t·s~ (kalinJ;~ , lif.· •• yk s. ;md IlQlirics. Uingham di scI,~~d ''''III)' of t l ... , igll '-' 
and I:W11IS he "'''pc,"\'m:cd U" hi ~ I"'",,,,.·,·k ,,~ ,ill >lnd 1",:11 .rip . For ,·~x'lI llplc . ill 
~kxiro Cil )' ht, :III,.'n rltx l a hllWigh ' :oml 'O)u ,.,,11 Ch~p"l ... pcr ( ~"Il", Ihe rcmer 
or ligh tinJ.: het"·"cn troops ill Ih" ~kx i c;m-,\mnic:m W:II: 011 Ilw lrip from 
i\k xico Cit)' 10 Ill<' (;lIlr (".e,a'i l)(>rI ... r \I ...... Cr"~ .. l\ingh:Hn lr.l\'ch:d Il)' 1I~,i n 

;llu"Il" rOlllC Ih;n 1(1<)" him throug h $1II "C " r ,I ... hillhc," " '''"lIlai n ~ ill Nor th 
Am"r;.·;!, I lis :uIH:11II1rcs itlcl ... I.-,. :\11 .:I1,'",,,"er " 'i,h ,hiel'l:~. a SG.r" Ih)1ll )'t' l­
l o,,~rC\·'" f.cal'r)'ing "'''''''I"'t<)CS ill Vc' ·., CrUl . • 111 <1 " h;\iN~.i .~inK 1l,);'1 Ir ip r,'uIII 
v,, ', \ Gnu. 10 FruIH,, '" whcrt· Binglla", ""9(<' , h;\I ;1 11],111 ""')' h;,,·c hcen 1,,~. 
v,'Crhoard (1lIIing !I S1Orl1l :" ,;ca . TIl<' ji"'fn .. 1 "~l~ l)lIl>li;; l,..d as ~~ F. Ilillg" "II1 . 
I'm", /'m",rool lo Ik'II",: All A",mm" \ (1I1y'l" Tit,.",,!!./, M l'Xi", '" 1'10). "d. Urian 
Rudn (llolgdad , ~la .. 199i ). 
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many advc ntures later, he arrived in Frontera . T he most rrllstr: lting 
part of thc trip, though , was to co me-th e ~ ransolllil1g- of his be· 
loved schooner. Upon seeing his ship, Bingham cOllllllented hoI\' 
"she looked, even at a distance, woerully neglected , b i ll there was 
not a li ne o r spar missing. AND I WAS GLAD TO SEE HER. ~"" 

As he pieced th e stor), logethe r, E F. Bingham discovered thai 
his ship's problems started abomll\'e days ou t of I't:nsacola whc n it 
ran into what Ca ptain DeBroux claimed \'~IS a hunicanc. The tal e 
seemed incredulous to Bingham: "1 do not be lievc it. Storm.s do lI o t 
last two wceks. and vessels that cncounter gulls (e\'cl1 new staunch 
vessels like the Richard) ir lhey li"e through it, show the scars in th e 
shape 01'101'11 sa ils, broken spars, twis ted mils. and smashed boaLS.­
With both pride and anger, he co ntinued: "The most. I will admit is 
she encoun tered three o r four heavy southeast gales (shown b), o ur 
weathcr selv ice) , which she was built to weatl ler, and wllich she did 
weather." ~1 

As the story unfolded, Bi ngham discovered that poor decisio n 
making by the new and inexperie nced ca ptain led 10 a ser ies of 
navigational errors that took th e shi p to a po rt th at the captain 
be lieved was Bclizc City. Actually Ih e Binghalll had arrived o n l\kx­
ico's Gulf Coast some seven hundred miles rro m Belize. That Belize 
City's harbor is silhouelled by 1ll011lllains, much like till! harbors 
along th e easl coast o f Mexico. o nly compounded DeBroux's con­
fusion over his locatio n."" 

DeBroux sti ll had a chance to rt:dee m himself by bringing the 
ship il110 e ither o f Mexico's two m:yor d eep-water porLS al Vera 
Cruz or Coatzacoakos. Instead, he made the worst poSo .. ible choice 
and picked Fro mel'<l. This small Mex ican port is not e\'cn 0 11 the 
coast but rather a few miles up the Tabasco River. T he sand bar at 
the mouth of the tiVl.;r had a clea rance of only eight feet and the 
Binghall/ draftcd ten fee l. If it had any hope of gelling over th e sand 
bar and entcring the port, the sh ip had to be light ened. Iro n ica lly, 
th e Binghalll was closer to the decp water po rt of Coatzacoalcos, 
about fifty miles to the north , thmt to Fro ntera, but Caplain De­
Broux's decision had been lT1ade .~ 

66. Bingham . From f'nuw(J/o Iu /J,/iu. 58. 
67. Ibid . Hunic:me warnings for the western Gulf of MCK;CO " cr,' no ted in the 

f'nlJllwll. /J,t;!y /1.'''' ''. f 0 Cktoher 1903. 
68. Binghalll . From I'msw(J/o lu /~/iU'. 58. 
69. tbid .. [.9. 
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To ClUer Ih (' harbor al Frontera , DeBroux c ngolged the hel p of 
the local American conslliar agent. Arthu r Ge hm. who in turn ob­
l<lined the sl'lv ices of a l\kxican tug boat and liglu el: Unfo rtu­
nately for DeBroux, Ge hm ,md a Mcx ica n olli cial apparen tly 
conspired 10 charge innat ed niles and split th e profits. I{el it:vcd o f 
approxima tely mlc-t h i rei o f its lilmbe r cargo-a se:; 1'\'icc lIlat cost ap­
proximately S I ,800-, the Binghall/ man elll'e red across the: sand 
bar. DeBroux d id not have th e mone}' to pay th e hill and quickly 
used up all o f his casll rescl'\'cs fllrnishing additinnal fo nd and she l­
ter for his crcw, altho ugh he- had provisions aboard ship.lIl On Sc p­
tembe r 22. DcBrollx cabled F. F. Bingham fo r help." Btlt by the 
tim,· Hingham reac hed Frontera in early October, the costs of thc 
De B['(mx's e!'fo!'ti lI ar! compo ll nded frOi l1 $ 1.800 to ;thOlII $4500 in 
Mexican dolla rs. '" Bingham had not an ticipated so milch expense, 
GU'I),illg only $750 and seve l',ll let ters o f creel il seWlI inl O his pocket ... 

Tu makc matte rs " 'o rse, Billghalll 's !I ewest TlI ,tior credit o r and 
IIcmesis b(~came Do n Pe pe Poch . a Frunt era blLs im~ssrnan \\'Imlll 
Hingham described as an uAmeric<llI-hating Spaniard " who 

is th e rich Illan of this place. He OWIlS a li ttle iron steamer 
that (:arrics caule fro m Frontel<110 Prugresso ami MO NEY 
from Progresso III Frur ll eca, Also he O\\~lS iI S\(',11Il Illg and 
tWO American built sclwone rs. From the way ht! !llands on 
his wharf and gazes al the Uiclum/ l imilgine he Lhink.~ he 
will 011' 11 her_I' 

Wi th Gehm firml y alli ed wi lh DOll Pepe I'och . Bingham was ill 
trouble. He kn ew he l~o Ll ld nOI raise sunic ic' III mOlw)' in Fronte t~l. 

and ever)' da), he staycd there, he r,1Il lip all evel\ large r bill wi th 
uther local businessmen for food and lodging. 

To help his calise, Bingham arra nged a mee ting wil h a Mr, Ri­
chards, a !lelf described e l\ emy of the cOl\sul. Richa rds olTe red to 

Mbuy·· th e ship fro m Hingham with a liclil iolls bill o f sale , appar­
en tl ), a rusc concocted hy Hingham in an attem pt 10 bring t,he con­
sul and Poch 10 til e bargaining table. MThe Consu l louks worried:' 
COtlime lllcel Bingham. "which I takl! to TlIt'ali Iha t I am o n Ihe right 

il). Ibid. 
7 t . A.R. " ,ngh:1I1I :11 111 .0;.", Shippill): Corn!'::ul \, ' \ CCUlint ~".k . t n:\. 
72. Uin):h::ulI . /-ill '" /'nmlflJhllo 'Miu. (>0. 
7:l. lh;.I .. 1";0 . 
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il-dck. ~ ;, Soon af!crward , a \\'rIre holise a<Uacent to the wharf where 
lhe Uiduml A. Bing/ifill/was be rth ed collapsed as Bingham and the 
cOllsul ll"cre ex it ing it. Bingham d id nOI put an)' sinister mouve to 
th e inddc lIl owing to the decrepit nawre of the wharf. 

At th is poin t. Bingham 's on ly o ption was 10 play Poch agai nst 
the smaller businessmen. On Octobe r 26, Bingham weill 10 visil the 
local ban kc r, Do n Felipe Palenque. 1.0 arran ge credit th rough his 
Pensacola ba nk for payment on his debts. At firs t Pa1c nque rejectcd 
th e request, after consulting an o ut-of-d atc banking dircctory th at 
indicated that there \\'(IS no such institution in Pensacola. The 
banke r insisted that he would have to collect on the leiter be fore 
he could release any money to Bingham's creditors. This would Glke 
abo ut two months . .Iusl when cveryth ing seemed hopeless. Bing­
ham noticed a picture of Custe r's lasl sta nd o n Palenquc's \\'a ll . 
Custer was a hero of Pale nque, and when Bingham explained that 
his father had served under Custcr in the Civil War, th e banker re­
laxed his guard and beca me fri endly with the American. EvelHlIall)' 
he accepted Bingham 's leuer of crcdil.7\ 

011 Nove mbe r 2, 111"0 wee ks afler Bingham's arri\,(II, Gc hm and 
POcil accepted a paYlIlcnt of $650 and tl lc lell er of credit to se tt le 
Bi ngham 's dcbl~ in Frontera. Besides losl time, the whole amlir 
cost 1.450 al Frontera and another $227 for ningham 's trip.!.,; The 
Ilidlfm/ A. Binghflm \\~IS ag-din set t.o sail. Befo re de pa rtu re. th e ship 
luo k o n anotht: r crew member, an AmeriG.1Il advent urer named 
Jack Gra ham with who m Bingham quickly became a fas t fri e nd . 
The schooner <I!ifted th rough the harbor with about two-th irds o f 
its lumber cargo; lighte rs brought the rema inin g cargo Ollt to the 
Bingham after i[ safely crossed the sand bar: and the crew finall ), gal 
the ship u nderway 0 11 Nm·el11ber 2 after w·aiting fo r cOll ln.11)' winds 
to change direCtio n so the ship could S<lilnonh. About twO mo nths 
afte r coming [ 0 Fro ntera, the Ridum/ A. /Jillgllflll1 finally resumed its 
j ourney. The ll'Oubles wc re now be hind F. E Bingham; as he re­
call ed "Th(.' re . that complete. .. the r, lIlso min g o f the /l idwITt A. /Jingo. 
halll.~n The adventure. though, was lIo t quite ove r. 

Over the next t.h ree lI·eels , the ship fo ught its way 1.0 Bciize 
through ahernating calms and .... el)' rough seas. orr c.1.pC Caduca, 

7<1 . Ihid .. 7U. 
75. Ibid .. [,i. 
iii. l\.lt Ui l1gh all1 :11111 Sim Shipping (',OInp;lI1)" t\ccmm! Uook. 10:'. 
77. Billgh:" n. f roNt PnlJf.(oI1! /a/ltliu. 76. 
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the northernmost tip of the YUC:l1an Peninsula, the Billghalll ra n 
i1ll.0 a violent gale Ihal almost grounded it. What was normally a 
month-lo ng \'oyage to Belize was now nearin g th ree momhs. The 
Uir/umi A. fling/mill fi nally arrived at its mig-inal desti nation, Belize. 
on November 26--Thanksgiving Da)'. Soon aft erwards, the n CI,' 

Mdischarged Illmbe r and commenced loading i\·tahogany. [onl 
Dec. 10."'" Bingham stayed in Be lize it fel\' days to fini sh business 
and took what he described as a M(ruitlx ta'- back 10 New Orieans.1II 
Int e restin gly, he left the ship with the captain and crel,' I,rho had 
pill il into so 111I1Ch troubl e. But his mind was dsewhere; he had un­
fini shed business in Fro nte ra: 

\Vhen I reached home I hired a new captain fo r th e Riduml 
and reponed the ransoming of the Uidwrd A. Bi llghfllll to 
Consul W.W. ('.;:lIlada at VCI~ I Cruz Mexico.. pUlting the 
larger p;trI of the blame where it belonged , o n the U.S. Con­
sular agent in Frontera. A ICI\' weeks later I was inforTlled 
that a \~lCancy was about 1.0 occur in consular service in 
Frontera. Mexico and I'"as as ked 1.0 nom inate a SUCc(:ssor. 
Very good. who m do I suppose I IIomlnated? Why n.onc 
othe r than Ill y good friend D Ull FelilX' l'a1cnque.HI 

Nea rly tW.o weeks passed as dockhands unloaded lht: pi ne hUlI­
bel' and packed the mah ogany logs into the hull of lhe ship: then 
the Bingham sailed for Pensacola and home. Th e captain and the 
crew we re obviollsly ti red and fms lr.lIed from their long ordeal and 
no doubt wert: looking fOr\"a rd 1.0 ho me, B\II th ere \\'as to be o ne 
mo re advt:tUure fo r th em: one day after depart ure, thc fling/Will 
struck a reef o llts ide Bcli:(.e harbor and broke lip. In less than a year 
after its inaugural I'oyage. Uinghalll 's bclo\'ed Uirlwrtl , l. Billghfllll 
was gone. 

O n December ~9. 1903, the Of/it)· New~ published the SIOIY of' 
the disas [ er.~' According 10 seaman Graham. the schooner left Bel­
ize \\'i th scveralthollsands of dollars worth of mahob<any logs, and 
"\Vh en outa piece. slle was callght ill [I .e st.nnn a rlll was backed up 

iii. A.Il.. t~in~h;UI' :lrllt Son Shippin):: ( :omp:II1" ,\c.-.",m ~...,k . 1 U3. 
/Y. Uiu).th'lI ll. f rom /'nu/lwll, 10 iJI1i",. 79. 
H(1. lbid. 
il l . "" r"ns~ c" la &h, ~}Il"r UN : Til", /{,dor".,1 II . I rmgltllln, 0"',1<:<.1 Alld 0p", ',:\It'd by 

1.<>(':.1 I'~'''' pl", Ran "siron: :md \1'el11 10 l'i"I'~·.~: 1·~~.\llft!l" /Jnily "''"'''.1. 2'J D'·(em· 
bo~ r 1903. 
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on a reef, going down and com plctely wrcc king herse lf. Th e crcw 
managed to save themselves w1th difliculty and remained in the wa­
ter nearly all night, fin ally making their wa), to Belize. H E,'ell tLia lly, 
the crew rCl\lrlled to Pe nsacola on boa rd th e Norwegian steamer, 
fI)"rlm. 

As a result. oftbe final trip o f his be loved RidumJ, Bingha m col­
lected a draft o n the Harl cy Compan)' fo r $525, pro babl)' fo r the 
sales of pine producls in Ik lize. But he paid $ 1,450 fo r the 
Fro nte"l fiasco. In additio n , on Decem ber 29. wages we rc paid to 
the crew-Liebers tcin ( I0.50), James Graham ( 37.95) , Leon De­
Bro ul( ($36.95), and Henry Pace (S6).1I:! The ship went Ollt on each 
of its first three trips with a crew of six or sc' ·cn including the cap­
tai n , bill th e fJing/mll/ 's linal records imply th at the sh ip may have 
had as few as fOllr crew membe rs fo r this t.rip, leaving the ship 
short-handed by possibly two or three crew members when it came 
lime to baltic a Caribbean gale. 

The loss of thc Ricluml A . Bi7lg/wlI/ W,IS a staggering financial 
blow to F. F. Bingham , esti mat.ed at about $7,(}(){), a monumcntal 
sum duri ng its day.'J3 Bingham 's personal resources and liabilities 
statements con firm a significant loss by showing a decrease in net 
worth fro m $8,330 o n August 20 to $ 1,440 on December 31-a re­
duction of more limn 80 percent of hi :> bllsiness asset~. ~ ' 

T he wreck of the Ridwlrl A. Bing/mil! mOl)' lIeve r go down in his­
tory ,,~th the si nkings of grea t ships like lh e Ti/rwir OJ" the f:;n", rllld 
Filz.gemld, but it no less profolllldly influenced the peo ple invoh'ed. 
As the Pt!II,saCQla D(lil), N(!IVS concluded, -The Loss will be keenly 
fclt:'Ol For Bingham, howe"e r, his experience as a turn-of-th c-cen­
lUI) ' en trepreneur a llowed him (0 distance himself from t.h e loss: 
"And the misslls, she said it made her mad , such a !'ine ship to be 
wrecked and going to rllin because of the captai n 's carelessness. I 

82. A. H.. Bingham and Son Shipping C".ompau}' Account nook. t05. Wh)' Gr,.h;ulI 
gOI Ihtid 110 Illueh COIllI);' l'ed ";lh long[ime erew member LiebcrMcin is no[ 
kno..-ll . TIl<" records arc silent on who: rhe r .his J :III1(.-'; Gr;oham "'as lho: !«In,,: as 
J<'ck Gr<lham ... ·ho boarded ,II Frontera. so ic ... ·ould he ;dte ~peClll~ l ion 10 sug· 
gest Ih.,[ lhe 1110 111_1" "'-.IS ., small nomtrd Ivl' helping Bingh~m o u[ of [he j.,m. 
Olhel' pel'!I()Ils li~[t:d as p~id in AUb''U~r indutkd $;' ''-)1: 1' ... 'ho ree.·;\".:(1 $ t I, ;mel 
Pedm ..-ho ... ""'~ p:. id $2. It i ~ nor etcar i r these ""ere out·bonlld c rew membe rs or 
peopl .. hi red [0 work in " .. tlsoleola. 

83. The modefTI ,,,,llIe of Ihe $7,000 would \Orell be ... ;Ihin [h .. S1.000.000 ran~(: 

including Ihe ~ h ip and il:! lixl\ lres. the 1I,;.d;Ilg cargo. ami consiR1\llle lll goock 
84. A.R. l\ingharn and Son Shipping Company ACCOlllll Book, 20'J. 
85. PmsfI(oIli Daily Nn.IJJ, 29 December t903. 
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IOld he r t.hcre \\'<lS no use in geuing mad about i l. ..... Despite the loss 
of his beloved {(idum/ and t.he accom panyi ng fi nancial and emo­
lional tolls, Uingham contin ued to love the sea ami relllain ed en­
thusiastic fo r sailing ships. His stories abo ut weeke nd cruises on his 
yach t. the PI'I'lHr/)(I)\ became I'er), popular wit ll Pensacola reade rs. 
Over the three decades aner the Uichfln/ A. Hi llglwlII \I~IS lost, he con­
ti nued to trade Ill mber in the O lribbcan. adding lhe umit! A. /jllrk­
IIlflll and the C;,>, of BfI/fimore to his fleet. By 1913. F. F. Ilingham \\~l~ 
evcll a ble to stan a company tlt:1I bu ilt ships and other cran ro r both 
Ihe AmCliGUl and French ll<\\'ies du ring World War L He dabbled in 
real estate ,11 ](\ became a d ireclOr ofthe Pensacola Finance ullllpany. 
Still . he remai ned in the lumbe r business until Southern Sta tes 
LUllIber dosed i l~ doors in 1930. Art er a rull lire, he died in 1 95:3.~7 

Th e early twentie th centu ry was all er.1 or politiGI] . sodal and 
tec\ lIl oiogical tl~ U1s iti on ror the United Stat es. It was against this 
historic,,1 backdrop Ihat F. F. Bingham ex peri cnced some of h is 
greatest chall enges and lriumphs, as recorded ill his j ollrnals and 
accou ll ting ledge rs. HUI the records of lhe Ric/um/ A. Bing/Will also 
provide a biogr.lplly o f a ship thai el'idctlCcd tIl e rise of West Flo r­
ida iUlllht:r and shipping in dustries. th e ma ritillle tl, lde patt ern s or 
th e Gul f of Mexico, and the un p rediCtahil ity that surroullded cn­
tre pre lle urship as the American Ccnllll)' opcnt:d. 

1l6. It"d.,·r. n"· /.ogflj'l"d'"I_ fhl'j. % . 
8i.J"""'s AIt>t'rt So'ni,'S " "d 1~"Il" D. Ser\'it;s. ",Is" II IJiblllig,.""h.v af Holl/lt1 (1'""_,,,­

col:o. I ~"J:I ) . :!3('o. 



A "Super-Powered" Goodwill Ambassador: 
Establishing WRUF at the University of Florida, 
1925-1940 

by E. L. "Ted " BUlTows 

I n the 19205, r<ld ia in the United Slales was in its infan cy. O nly 
two decades earlier. in Decemher 190 I , Guglielmo Marconi had 

successfull y lransmiued and recei\'ed wireless signals across th e 
Atlantic Ocea n. Si nce then. equ ipment and techniques had been 
impI"O\'ed- mainly fo r mili t;try o r maritime safety uses such as com­
Illunicatio n with ships a t sea. Most carl)' dTa rts in volved wireless 
lelegraph}" lra llsmiuing Morse Code by radio signals. Some exper­
iment ers, howc\'cr, worked a ll wireless telepho ny a nd the tra nsmis­
siol1 of the human voice. 

At firSl there was lillie unders ta nding oCt he new medium 's po­
tential for public sen 'icc or co mmerce. By th e ca rly 1920s. however. 
sevcml pio neering statio ns (nOlably WI-IA in Mad iso n , '''''iscOllsi n. 
\V,\~ in De tro it. KD KA in Pillsbu rgh . an d WEAF in New Yo rk CilY) 
had begun what \\~dS called ~broadcaslingM-tldnsmi ltillg regularly 
scheduled prognlllls of speech o r mllsic. which lhe p ubl ic could 
hcar al homc o n simple rece ive rs . Radio broadcasting sta tions 
sp" mg lip nlpidl)' as sales o f recci\·ers increal>ed . Stations va ried 
great ly in signal slre ngLi1 and progrd lU quali ty. Station owners in­
cluded manufacturers or sellers o f I<ld ios and o th er eleClrical 
equipment, newspape rs o r other businesses, state or local gove rn­
ments, and educational institutio ns. By the e nd of 1922. federa l au­
thorities lis\Cd 570 statio ns opet<lling in the United Stales an d its 

E. L. -Tl:d - Burro""!! "-.IS a WRUF Mmlcnl announcer in ,h.., mid-19tiOs. Thi~ •• rticlc 
,,':t.~ adapwd from hi~ l1la$!~r"s l he~is, prt!scnlcd :u lhe Univers ity of ~l()ri(1:I in 
O"-':eml.><;: r 1 ~) 74. lie ft:sides iu Fon Pie rce. 
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overseas h:rri lOrics. a nd another 6i that had briefl y opcra ted bUI 
\,'ere disco ntinued .' 

Coi ncide llt wi th this l-apid 6'1'0\\,tl1 in the broadcastin g indl lstf), 
and Fl orida 's econo mic and land-sales boom of the 1920s. WRUF 
was t:stahlishcd al Ihe UllivcrsilY o f Florida. The Sialio ll 's prOlllo t­
e rs int ended il to be Florida's Ms tlper-powcred " goodwill ambass,'1-
dor. ' r>.h.ny business leaders bdie\'ed thai Flmida sho uld advenise 
its admntages 10 the rest of the nalion in o rder to atll-aCI new resi­
den ts and Still1lllale commerce . AJanll<ll) ' I, 192:1. Associated Press 
dispatch from Ta llah assee explained wh), Agriculllll'e CUl1ltnis­
siOil er Nathan Mayo supportcd the ad\'cnising idea: 

Too littlc is bci ng dOllc hy the state of Florida-that is t.he 
state government iLSe lf~to spread before the pcople of 
th e countl) ' the message t.e lling of the advantages Ihis slate 
olre rs.. . Whil e the Lc::gisJature now provides a 10Ia i of 
.$8.500 yearly which ... may be considered for advcnising 
purposes by the DepartJJ1ent of AgriclIllllrc. m<lll)' of the 
citi es ... arc dcvotill g larger SIlIlIS .•. to encourage persons 
to se ttle, o r at least sojourn wi thin their borders during the 
willieI'. COlllluis. .. ioncr of Agricultu re Nathan iIob)'fl (~ s: . 

presse!:' tile opinion th a i the stal e should adopt a morc pro­
gressi\·c attitude. HI: feds Ihat a fU!I{1 o f 110t less than 

100.000 should be provided . to be admi niSle red by and 
used e ll tirely ror the Slate·;u-blrge.' 

Yet. Mayo did not nU:llIi oll the possihle \lse of 1~ ld ;o. Not IIlltil 
t\b rch 21i. whe n the feasibility uf a Siale publ ic it ), c:u11 paign was dis­
c ussed during a business conference in We~1 Palm Beac h, did Go\'­
e rn or J o hn W. Martin olTer high-level supporl fo r the:: conce pt. ' 
Soon afterwards. friCl ld and suppone rs or ille Uni\'ersit}, of Fl oril1a 
approached Il le sla re legislature 

L "Who Will Uhim~lch' On The Bmadc~sling?: /flllli" /j""lIlfflJI. Ap,;1 1!)2:l. 
,!lImcd ill t..;uncnfc W. Lif111 y ;Iud Malach i <..:. Toppin!;. ilmmrrw Umw/m"i,jJ(. .~ 
Smllu 1i00i< 1)1, /h~ /lil/"'} '1 11.",/,,, ""'/ ,(,-1"" ,.<,,,,, ( Nt·,,· \il,-l" 1\17[0) , 1':15 . 

2. eaineS\i llc 1),,;/), .'I,m. t 1 OCI"b.,r 1927. Thi~ ,,~t~ "" c of ",,,,,y p"hlistwd rd,·r· 
enCeS 1<) Ill<' sml iflll a~ ·~ IIP" ' · p()w"r~d: Allho llJ.:h Wln lf \ tI~, m," il ti ,, !-: pow~' r 

no'v"r Cl<ct'.· •. h:d 1",· II .. "";tI"t "':II '~. Iha. "'as l onsitlaed;t ,lro" 1; ~!: .. iOll h}' SI:"'­
danls ..,f. h.: .imc. 

:1. Ihi. l.. t J anllan' l~:!j . 
'I . tbid,,:?fi ~ 1 ;I1Th l~\! [, . 
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lor an appro priation sufficic IU 1.0 inslall all IIIl- to-da t.e ra­
d io broadcasting statio n at the UniversilY o f Florida. 
T here has bee n expressed an undercurre nt o f fear 
whereby Gainesville might receive so me publicity from the 
broadcasti ng stat jon a t Ih e expense o f the taxparcni of the 
stat e. or course the view is ta ken .only by the most narro\\,­
mi nded and sho uld nOl be conside red with a llY degree .of 
seriousness as a barrier to t.he stil tio n a t the uni\'e rs i ty.~ 

16 1 

By latc May. ;\ bill proposing a ll ni \'ersity rad io sUllion moved 
thruugh the legislaHt rc and was signed by Guve rnur Martin on 
June 8. Approplialing $50,000 fu r th e work o f "establishing ... a su­
pe r-power radio broadcasling station. [which] shall be o f fi ve 
kilowtl u power maxinHlm ,~ I.lW new law specified build ing the sta­
tion un the cam pus at Gainesville, wi th links tu the sta te Ca pitul 
and Ihe Flurida Staw College fo r Wome n (nuw Flo rida State Un i­
\'ersity) in Tallahassee. Additio nally, the ente rprise wuuld promote 
the in t.erests o f the st'He agricultu re cum missioner by broadcas ting 
informatio n on weathe r and crop marke t co nditions. Subj ect [0 

federal approval. the new stalion 's Glllleu c.; rs were \VFLA, an aero-
11)'111 for "Watch Florida Lead A II. - G 

Within tWO years, howevcr, state olTicials realizl:d that the o rigi­
nal $50,000 was not enough to es t.abl ish WFLA, so the legislature all­
propria[ed an addi tional 50,000 to lhe prC!jecl.T In the mcan time, 
some Gaillcsville busillesslnen feared th.u if l.he state appl ied in no r­
mal fashion to the Federal Radio Corn missiull (fo renmll cr 1.0 lhe 
Federa l Comm unications Commission ) for a transmit ti ng frc­
quency, WFLA migh t be placed althe end of a lisl.al ready more than 
I'jve hund red names long. Hoping LO a\'oid a long: \'~Ii l, tlt e cit ize ns' 
cOlllmill ee acqu ired a frequency by b uying th e transmil.l.e r of an es­
ta bl ished 51.. I>etersburg radio station, WH I~N, owned by the Fil'S! Av­
enue Methodist Church . The Hoard o f Conlrol (predecessor [.0 t.he 
Board ofRegc llts ), designated as overseer of the pl an ned stat ion , ac­
cepted these new calile ll ers, and enthusiasm lo r the project grew. 
O n Octobe r I I, 1927 , the Gai nesvi lle Daily Sill! reponed lhe o ffi cial 

5. Ibid .. 28 April I 9~f,. 

6. lAWS of Honda: Gt:/It'ml l .• (/w'i ( 1 9~7 ) I: 4.->()...I ',7. qU"I~d in [)ona ld W. I'ollch~r. 

-TI.~ Voiel: of ~lnti 'I" .- 19M. IJl lp, lbl isl1crl rn :(1) ' ISC l"ip l. 
7. 1..11"':' of Ho,;/I,,: G,.,,,,, ,,I I..o,,':, ( 1927) I: H)6, .. I066, quo" 'd in -Radio Sl,t( i/)n 

WRUF. I' arl I : c:irr.:a IUf,O. u llpuhl ishcd 11I;" llL~(ripl. WRUF sl,uio ll liles. Gaines­
I·ilk. Fl:. . 
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rorm<ltion of the Florida Statc Radio Cit izt>lIs' ColHllIillee, which 
movcd WH llN's transmitter 10 Gainesville, urged state officials to 
ge t the station 0 11 the ai r qllickly and initialed a nell' set of cail lct­
lers-KVOF. meaning "Voice or Florida.~· It is uncertain whu pro­
posed KVOF <lr whal caused Ihe change from \\IFl_A. . but refercnces 
1,0 KVOF pe rsisted ill nellIS report., for the next rcar. 

Ot her parts of Florida were paying alle tltiotl. ~This [radio sta­
lioll l is a \ 'CI) ' desirabl e adjull ct lO the miler public elTons that arc 
being lnade 10 pIli Florida favorably before the perlple of the whole 
cOI ln t.'1'," thc Leesbll'J!"C()mmnrit//edilOrialized. ~a nd we hope there 
will be noth i n~' in the way of th e stale Board or Conlrol actitlg fa­
vorably and quickl)' upon il."'1 While sOllie support ed Ihe project, 
however. otller Floridians saw opportun ity to boost their own cily's 
fOrlllnes. 1~lls i nes. .. rnen in Sarasola also recognized mdio·s promo­
tional pote ntial. bought the tr:msmiHing equipme lll of sl;\l io n 
~JI~B . and moved il from its original sih! in Tampa. \.ouplcd with 
the stau:'s Ictharb')' in gClling the uni \'ersily sialion ready, Ihis him 
ur secliOl lal cornpcli lion elic it.ed cummClll from Ihe Cli!(lfW(l l er S' l n: 

No doubt this wil l bri ng: a cry u f ;Ul gllisll arId hlrther plead­
in gs from Gain esville, Tallahassee and Jacksonville who arc 
st.i lll.rying 1,0 cvolvc somc means of . .. installing KVOF. 
II is safe to SOl )' Ihal there are ol hers ill t.he siale jusl as in­
Icresled in st:e ing Ihe .~ t:Ilion ereCled ... bUI SOltleOlle or 
so mclhing seems to have slippcd .w 

1\'lo r(: than IWI) rcars d ap!)(::(\ bclweell CII<lCOIICIII ofu lt:: rad io Sla­
tiurl lcgislalion and a Board ofCotl lrolllleeling on Octoher 17, 1927. 
wIlen o pti mistic slippo rh:rs urlhe planned mdio statiOll Ix: lie'·cd 1113\ 

thc board would \'ote IU Ix:gi n broadcasting by lilt: fi)llowing.J anlta l) '. 
Oil the da)' of Ihc boa rd 's meeti ng. the /)lIily 811U 1;111 hlisiaSlical ly pro­
clai med Ihal "all FI01ida will have a grcal and powerfill voice . .. \.0 

Idl its Slo,) ' and to broadcas l ilsjo),. Is it an)' wonder that the actiun of 
the Board ofConlrol is breathlessly a\\'aited?~ " 

But again thaI aClion I\~IS pOSlpntwd. The hoard direc\t'd Ih e..: 
aunruey general to dClerrnirw whel her the law actually required 

ij . f)ml),S,w . 13 s..·ptc",u.,r t9:!7. 
~) . l..«llm(g C" mmnr ;n!. f! t,,~ r c<l in lit" I ),,;iy """. I'! (ft:t" b .. ·r \927. 
\U. Ci"", .w. /n S.m. ,\uo\t·d in tit" Oml] S,m. !:1 Orr"u." t927. 
\1. /)mlyS,m. 17 0 ( tnht.: r 1 ~ 127. 
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the board 10 eswbl ish a Sl<Itio n o r merciy permitted it to do so ifi t 
S<lW fit. Gove rnor Martin apparently had lillie tolerance for such 
stonewalling. III late Oct.ober, he perso nally arra nged to make con­
struction funds ava ilable and challenged Mthe Board o f Control 10 

esta blish il. M1
! To m<lke tI le record dear, the attorney general isstlCd 

an opinion that Ihe legislature 's app ropriation rl1eaSll re \,'<IS bin d­
ing tlpon the Boa rd of Collu·ol . On Novemhe r 14, the boanl voted 
to proceed immediately wi th COltstruClioll. " 

University offi c ials peti tion ed the Federa l Radio Comm ission 
fo r assignmcllI of an o perating frequency, tr,lIlsmitting power (the 
station woul d be gran ted th e hoped-fo r five thousand waus) , and 
clll11etters. Yct., the commissio n refused the th ree most frequc l1l ly 
discussed call leller possibili tics-WFl..J\ , KVOF, and WI-IBN. 
Meanwh ile, constnlc tion proceeded on lhe rad io station blL ildi ng 
and its two two-hund red-foOl steel t1~ Lns llli [ling towers, all o n tlt e 
univt: rsity campus. On-the-air transmit ter tests bega n August 8. 
1928, and soon thereafter Mthe station , which has had ma ny names 
since il!> inception . .. has finall y been given a pen na ne Ul na me hy 
lhe Federal Radio Co mmission . In future the stalion wilt be known 
as WRU F.~ H I~y co mmon Ill1(iers tanding, the leu ers mea nt MRadio 
at the Ulliversity of Florida . ~ 

Th e new radio SLation was dedicated o n Saturday, October 13. 
At 8:30 p.m. , orbra nisl Claude Murpltree SOll nd ed the first notes of 
·'The Orange and BIlle" on the pipes of the Anderson Memorial 
O rgan in Un iversity Audit orium, linked by microphone ilnd <;ablc 
to ti le WRUF studio. An account of th e ded ication fro m lhe WRUF 
files noted : 

The impon<ltl t gltests o n tht: inauglLml broadcast incliided 
universit y Presiden t J ohn J. T igt: rt; U.S. Sen . Du ncan U. 
Fle tcher; Doyle E. Carlt nn, Democratic nomi nee for gove r­
\lor of Flo rida ; Fred D:tI'is, attorney g(' lleral of Florida; 
Congressman Lex Crt~cn : and P. K. Yonge, chairman of the 
Boa rd of Cumro1. The program also featured the Un iver­
sit)' String Quanet, under the d irection of R. DcWil.l 
Brown. Selections included ~Ti l th e S;mds of the Dese rt 

I~. Ibill. . 26 Oct"'~r 19~i . 

13. nl"','<1 Tribl"'''. q U')lefl ill Ihe DIU/J S"',. t 7 No\"t~J1Iocr 1927. 
H . IJi. ily s,,',. 9 AUh>1LSI I!)~R 
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GrO\\' Cold," ·· I·lo me, Sweet i-I OIllC,- and -Wc Are The I~n)'s 

orOld Florid'I."·" 

At tht time o r \VRUF's deciiclHioli . lI1allY of its advocates be­
lieved Ihallhe sta tiOll would serve lhe entire state. " Few evcllts have 
beenlllore signifi cant .. than the ronnal opening ofWRUF .. .. 
The auth orities had ill mind ... that t.hey will impress the peoplt o r 
this stale, and make rolks rcali z(! that here is the sta te owned still ion 
ror the benefit o f all Florida, and Ilot J USt anyone particular sec­
lion .- ex plainr.:d the /)(l il), ."illll: "WRUF call do 111uch to el im inatc 
seCliunalisl1l in this ::Hate an d to knit it inlO a compusite who le.-'" 

Admin istr:lI ion ofWRUF became the respo nsibility o r the un i­
ve rs ity's Geller:11 Ex tt:mjio n Division . headed by M;tior l\c rt C. Ril ey. 
O per-tti ng the stat ion unde r Ri ley's supervision was Bobby Grillin , 
rererred 10 in various documents as the program director or chier 
;tl lt l()Ul tre r. Perh aps beca use ti le Genera l [xtension Division was 
o rien ted more toward corrt~spon den ce courses a nd progra ms for 
schoolteache rs Ihan ent,Cn ainllle ill, WR UF's first year o n Ihe air 
was de\'oted main l)' to t d ucational and Cl!IH II~ 11 progl~lms. inchtd­
ing lectures and d iscussin ns. "This I\~IS fo und to he very impract ical 
as o nly a li llliled number or people list.ened to thesc broadcasts," 
Olle station mcmo explained: "Tht! listeni ng audie nce of the sta­
t.ion "~IS thus a 'class' audicnce and the broadcasts were u nS;l1 isf.'lc-
101)' to the public gener.tlly, and to the unive rsity ofTtcials. 
panic lilarl y.~ " There wcre SOllte e ntertai liine lit programs. usual I)' 
fealllri ng local tale nt. O rg-.t nist Claude Murph ree and pian ist Ruth 
Dobbi ns appeared rrcquclU ly, listed O il the payro ll as stall m1lsi· 
cia !!s. BIU most of the station 's airti mc remain ed dedicat cd to edu­
cational prognlllls with small audiCllccs. 

A shortage of operating monc)', howe\'cr. hinde red progr:1111 
develo plllell t. Tho ugh the Icgislature had appropriated funds to 
bui ld WR UF, it had not p rovidcd fo r conti nuing ope rations. Th is 
seemed to contradict the station's illlc lldcd pnrpose-to pro mote 
Florida to the rcst o f the natio n. To fulfill that missio n req uired 
steady fina uci;ll support th at so rar was lacking. In December 1928, 
the Df/if)' Sit" noted how "those in charge ha\'(' been hard put to 
book fcatures wh ich could at tract and hold the anelltiorl or listen-

If •. -'\((Oll'" "fWRUF Ill!cli (,,,ion Ceremony: WRLTF Sl:u ion fik"'i. 
tfi. {JuUJ S,,,,. 13(KIOIlt'r 1928. 
17. "Ibrli,) Station WHUF. "'U'I I." 
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e rs in th is commonwealth and throughout the nation .... The art· 
isIS who have so gene rously give n of their lalents are to be 
commended ; were it not for th e 'faithful few' Flo rida 's broadcas t­
ing stalion \\'ou ld find itsclf wit holli. any programs.~ ' ~ 

The "faithful few~ we re not always live perfo rmers. Ralph Ni m­
mons. whojoined the WRUF stafTin mid-1929, recalled that "Every 
day. somebody wou ld make a trip to the Gainesvi lle Furn itu re Com­
pan)" which \\~ IS then rli ll by Gus Cox . .. . \Vc'd go down and ge l a 
stack of records, and of cou rse I\'e'd givc him credit for [le ndi ng] 
th em. If in the CO\lrse of th e day wc'd run out o f records, wc'd just 
turn the stack ove r and play them ag;:lin . "l~ Because the furni ture 
compa ny's generosity was ilckn owlcdgt:d on the ai r in retu rn for 
the loan o f the recordin &I"S , the arrangemelll marked a significant 
step by WRUF-its fi rs t lra ns.:"lction approximatin g co mme rcial ad­
l'e nising."l<I In Septemocr 1928, before the st,uion 's ded icatio n . 
Florida Attorney General Fred H. Davis had slill.ed t.hat the new sta­
tion , in keeping with the Musual customs an d practices incident LO 

the operatio n of rad io stations ge nel~ IIl )':' would be allowed to 
canr comme rcial adve rtisin g and usc the rel'en ues to defnlY o per­
ati ng ex pe nses."' NO\\' th e statio n discovered it needed advertising 
JUSt to survive, 

Prod ucing p rogra ms on a shoeslring budget, WRUF slowly 
bui lt up its roster o f local performe rs. Among th em was a co me­
dian named E. Z. Jo nes who billed himself as ~Dixie's Discip le of 
Fun and FrolicM and made regular appeanUlccs d uring Ih e slation 's 
fi,~ t lhree years. Anothe r anist w ... .JS violi nist and WRUF receplionist 
Paulin e Mizell, whose radio concer!. W"dS inte rru pted o ne n igh t 
when he r violin strings suddenly callle u nrastened , and she was un­
able to comi nue un til a quick repair was made.":! 

Agricultu ral programs were p rominent on ' \,RUF in its early 
years. By Novembe r 1928, repo rts o r station prognuuming indi· 
cated that "practical farm and ho me talks by spccialisls of the Col· 
lege of Agricu lt ure [a rc be ing given] Mouday, \Vednesday lin d 
Friday.H~ The lIb'Ticultur.t1 repo rt became <In in creasingly impcl!". 

t!:l. nail] S"", 19 Dccemh.,r 1928. 
19. R;l lph NinmlO1l5. in lc .... ,i"w with <l mhor. J:I(b()[wiltc. ~la .• 9 AuguS! t97>1. 
20. Kennelh F. Small . "Sunllu:u-y History ofWRUF (:md WRUf -FM): 1970, WRUF 

sta tion r'i t~. Small ""lIS ! t.1lio n 11!:\ll ager ill tit.· .,a rl )· t970s. 
11 . /Ja il] S" '" 12 Scll telllbt:r 19'../8. 
22. Nimmons inll' .... icw. 
23. /)(/il)' Su" . 23 November 19'28. 
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]. Franc is Coop_c r. "t:ri<:;Lliluf<;: prof<;"",. aLld IO"b. in", host (,I' WRUF"s "Florid ;, 
Eonll I ionr" program . ("4 , ... " )] of II" UII;."uil) 'ifHqrit/u Coli.,.", ojj or",w/i" /H "",i Com· 
lIumir,,'imu, r.(!i"~,,ifl,. 

lanl pa rt o fWR UF fare during the next three decades, especially af· 
tc r the Sla rl of tile "Florida Farm !-I ollr" broadcasts each weekday a l 

noon. Fea turi ng agricultural cxtc usioll c tiilor J. Francis Cooper. 
the program began d urill g the sta tion's [irsl year 011 the air. 
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Spa ns programs, for which WRUF would beco me wel l known , 
bega n eold y as well . One week alkr the silltion 's dedi cat io n, WRUF 
presemed its first play-by-play account ofa sports e\'enl. In 1928's 
" homccoll1ing~ fOOtball game, the Univc rsity of Florida playcd 
Mercer College 0 11 Flemi ng Ficld , jusl nort h of the prescnt Ben 
Hill Griffin Stadi um at Florida Field. Th e Cators won 73-0 in the 
fi rSI gamc cver broadcast 0 11 WRUF.!4 

Tho ugh the radio station had a new buildi ng, its furnishi ngs 
and equiplll cnt remained primitive. T he studios and fi\'e-thou­
sa ll d-\\~I U tr:l!lsllli u er were localCd in a brick structure (now thc 
university police station ) about fi fteen hundred feet sOllth of the 
University Audi toriu m al ld otllcr main campus bui ld inb'S' The sta­
tio n site was mostly pasUlre used by animals of the univers ity's agri­
cultu ral experimen t statio n. A sandy trail (now Muse um Road) led 
west from SOllth 13,h Slrccllhroligh the pasture to the statio n. 

Inside, th ree roOIllS on the ground floor served as studios, 
though it is u nl ikely that all were used regularly for th at pu rpose, 
The largest of the th ree measured twell t)'-by-t hin y feet, suflide nl to 
accommodate musical groups for li\'e shows. From a small room 
with a record tLIrlllable, WRUF's tiny co llection of reco rded music 
was played. Intel;or wi ndows provided views from Olle studio in to 
anOlher. Also on th e ground fl oor were an office and a rece ption 
area.~ 

I>utting programs 0 11 til e air usin g the equipment of thllt c ra 
required prod uction techn iqucs th at seem unusual b), modern 
standards. Ralph Nimmons recalled some of the studio con di tion s 
during WRUF's firs l rear: 

The microphone was o ne of the o ld Iype carbon micro­
p ho nes ... and . . . we had o ne of those lalxw,Hory pedes­
tals that had a li u le shel f that was a{Uusmble with a se t 
screw. We put the micro ph one on that th ing. Whal you'd 
do be forc )'011 turned them o n-you 'd turn the things up­
side down and beat them to d istribu te the carbon [gran -

24. ,1 il11 (' .... mp. umitled ltl :lnu$C,ip'. 29 Scptcmb,;r 1!}lj8, WRUF SI;uiou ' it~·s, 0lIllP 
W;lS " -cOnlinui' ( wrilo:r,.'lOlIlo:on o: who pn: parc,t s.:rip.s for pHlg 4~ .. ns and COIll­
mcrci;ll allnUUIlCClllcn L~. 111i5 "pparcnllr "''as a rO Il !{h <Iran of a pn."SCnt;l tion 
lIl"rking \\,RUF'~ funic.h an lli,·cn;.11)·. 

25. ·O~'SCri p. i()n ofTcch ll ;'; .. l Equiplllent: WRU F s.:uioll ' i1c~. Th,: orillinaf 1)1>ed 
e lll rio.os had !)Cell re,i$CtI by hand ;md da.e d Mar 10. t935. "ppan;nttr h)'m ... of 
lhe slatio n's c ngincct'ing smlf. 
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lUl<:rior of WRu r 's lar~t:_" sludio rOOll1, .,uilahlc ror hrn;trl'';ISlill)l: liw 1l\usical pt'tr 
gl~lIIl S. em..-t""} oj 1/" I 1";'''''5;1)' of H"ritill Co/fl'/,'f' Of j mU'llllium (lIId C.(Immlll!imlimJJ. 
(;',i" f':11.ilI" 

ules] in Ihe microphon e, otherwise they would sound li ke 
a pan offish frying. Many a lime , Banks OUIl GIll [a 1I~ Il1 S­

miner ope rator] would make signals so wc'd (Ill the 
rnikc o fT and I' d turn the thing upside down ami beal the 
hell ou l ol"it a lld the ll turn th e th ing 011 ;\11<\ it'd be okay . . 

. \Vc didn"t eve n have carpet 0 11 the floors. and we had 
wicke r ehai rs t h:ll Ilsed 10 just squeak like e\'e l"),' bing whe ll­
ever an)'olle would SiT in them.:'; 

The Federal Radio Commission al first assigned WRUF a l1<l1lS­
mi ning frc<JlI c licy of 1480 kilocycles, sharing broadcast lime wi th a 
dista nt st;lIion ; whe n one was OIl the air, th e ol he r had 10 sign on·.'17 
ThliS. t i lt.: station operated sporad ically dllri ng: its IIrst )'car-on the 
air fur an hour. Ihel1 ofl for a n hOllr or tWO, th e n hack on for st.:\,­

e ral hOllrs. But after one 111Ul1tl1 . th t; com mission c ha nged WRUF's 
freque ncy to 1470 kc an d allowed it to hroadcast for an llnlim ited 

2ft. Nitl1t11un~ imt:1'vi.·w. 
27. t\'ohh)' C,-itlill , 1l1<:11,,", mdlllH 10 J. II. F,,~S(:l1(kll . 2i Sqll{~l!Ibt'r l!121'l. \\'RUF 

sl,ui,>11 file' . 
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time each day, though thc statio n did 1I0t immediately do so, prob­
ably because operati ng funds were low.'" 

Program sched ules we re equal ly irregula r. Rl'garding the 
MFlo rida Farm Hou r," Ralph Nimmo ns recalled , "The d ock didn' t 
mcall anything in those days, really. If it was five min utes be rore 
tweh'e and 1\'11-. LJ . Fr,\Ilcisl Coopc r carne in lind a record sw pped­
why, \\'c'c! sIan i\-Ir. Cooper. He'd r Lln u nt il he ra n o ut ofm.neria\. 
th en wc'd go back to rccords. M 

• .., 

E\"en ing enterl ainment a lso was u npredictable. "Every lIOW 

and then on a Su nday n igh t, th t: C;UlO\';1 family [a musica l group], 
wou ld com e in fro m Sta rke [a nearby LOwn ]. which inc1uded.l udy 
CanO\~ 1 and her brother Zeke-who lat.e r becamc qllile famo us­
and they woul d go fo r 1\\'0 or th ree ho urs. as long as the), could last, 
and we'd kee p the m o n as long as they could last. T here was 110 
publicity or au r th ing because we never knew when they were com­
ing:' Ni mmo ns remembered. The C moV(l'i 1,IIer became promi­
Ile nt performers o n the MG r<1 nd 01' O pr( in Nashville ..... 

Before the end nf its fi rs t year on the air, WRUF fu und i t.~clf 

wi tho ru experie nced leadersh ip. Chief Armoll nccr/ Progr.HlI Di­
rector Bobhy Griffi n resigned . apparently lu I' hea lth reasons. and 
un ive rs ity e l1lployee Bill Mi tche ll te mpor7lriiy took cOntro l. Unive r­
sity Prcside nt J oh n J T ige n wanted a pel"ln<\ m.: nr supervisor fur 
WRUF and contacted a fri cnd in WashingLOIl. D.C.-Major Gar­
land W . Puwell. Ka llIa n of approximalcJy nill e yea rs o f radio CXP (!· 

ricllcc. M Tigen olfe red Powcll til e posilion of chief annou nccr "i n 
order to stlLdy ancl suryey the whole situalion ,K ,md 1'0wel1 rook h is 
posilion on 5c ptembe r 12. 1929." 

Powell, who would gnide \VRUF for more than lwcn t)'-5c\"cn 
years and th ro ugh ma ny crucial stages of its developme nt, \\~ I S born 
in 1 89~ . 1-1(' W;IS a gnl(lual.c of th e Unive rsity of Maryland ami bad 
~tudied at Johns Hopkins Univers ity ami the Massachuse tts Insli­
(me of Tcchnolog}'.~ It wa~ at M.I.T. lhal he received his in trod llc­
rion to 1~ ldio broadcastin g. or Kwi rdessM as it the n was known. 1\ )' 
the tillle the Uni ted States en le red World War I ill 1917, Powell hild 
begun a ca ree r in I;\w, but he left his pr<1ctice. (Ook avialion rrai u-

:lH. "R:ulin ~l:lIj,," WRUF. I'"n I." 
:"'!.l . Ni",,,,ol\~ inlCr"i~'" 
3(). luid. 
)11 . " R;~rli« Sl"tio", WlI.t JF. [,,,II 1.-
:I:l . "G"rI;Ullt l'uwdl . Mr. \\" II.U ... DiL'" Ful1u"'j,,>: lI1nL"'s," ( ;'II' II~wilv S"". :W AII~IIS1 

19" Y. 
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in g. and com manded Ihe 22'" U.S. Aerial S<llIad ron ill France. [n 
192 1 an d 1922 , he se rved in th e Ma l),land Legislature and became 
aClive in progra ms assisting rnililary veterans. In the mid-1920s. 
[lowell spent four years in Washington . D.C., o rg;.I1l izi ng rad io pro­
grams fo r lhe Ame rican Legion . While there, he mel Tiger! who 
th en was U.S. Comm issione r of Educatio n. A .. Po\\'cl l's widow. Coll­

suela Dolbeare. huer reca lled. the two men '"became friends . vcry 
close friends alllhrough their li \'cs. M

" 

[n Februa ry 1930, Powell became director ofWRUF, a li lle pre­
vio Lisly unused ." At the same liJl1 t;:, Ralph Ni mmo ns became chief 
an nouncer (Bobby Criffin 's old j ob ). th ere by transferring 0 111 0 1' 

the Genera l Extension Division and join ing the fu ll-time WRUF 
stafT at a sa!;lI)' of S 150 per month . Blltjust as the stalion appeared 
more o rgan ized and silllalcd for growth, the long-held dream of 
national promin ence for \VRUF began to fade. WRUF had 
changed its transmit ting freque ncy from 1480 to 1470 ki locyclcs, 
and complaints we re bcgirming to ;11; se. BelllCle ph ollc L'lbor<lto­
rles enginee rj. D. I-I c rber caJ"J1e [.0 Gainesville as a consuh;ult, sign­
ing an aflidavi t stating that [he WRUF tra nsmittcr was fUIl Clio liing 
prope rly. The university's sllldel1 [ newspaper, Til" !-1ol"idll AlIigfl lOl; 
cla imed that Herber's st;Helllcllt hra,'c ~addi tiona l support . .. in the 
station 's plea fo r a new wav!' chan neL" T he paper funher repo n ed 
t.hat "Professor Bennett, elcc t.rical e ngint:er of the station , cOll~id­
ers the result .of these tcsts as concrete pronf that the dillicl.lltics .of 
tnm smissi.ou are due ta th e iu fcri.or \\~Ive length assig-ned t.o it , 
1~l th er t.han 1O lilly fault of the apparalllS in operation ."" Glowing 
expectatians o f a "super-powered" lIalianal puhlicit), voice had 
bee n expressed maill ly by in fluen tial Florida busincss people ali(I 
po li tical figures who had lillie pnlttical knawledge of r~l(l io. Evcn­
tually, technical limitalions plU Ihe grand publici ty d ream to rest 
and forced the station w concelHrate on servin g a more localized 
"udicltce than origina ll y intended. 

In response, carl)' in November 1929, th e Fedcl~d l Radio Com­
mission auth orized ,I change in WRUF's tra nsmi tting frequency 
li'ont 1470 kc to 830 kc, Ho pin g to prol ccl830 kc-frcquency station 
KOA in DClwe l', Color-ada. from interfe rence, the connnission 
placed fllnher li me restrictions o n \VRUF's broadc:lSI day. Such in-

:i:I. C .. n~"d;l O\.I1><::,rc, inlC,'V;c,,' Wilh alllh".-. Caill('Slillc. ~'a .. :t5 Jul)' 197'1. 
:J4. "R.:.uli .. Sialioll WRU .... I'an t: 
3". G:.illcsvillc 1-700ill" t l /lipllor. fi Ckluhcr l ! r~J. 
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.\ I ,~or Garland I'owell, dirc C1<>,. .. r \\,RUF tj'om 1929 10 19:)6, (~>!ul"ly oj II" U'jil,"' 

)if)' oJ Nunda CMUgi' o/jDunmliWI l j /u/ C",,,,,,,,,,ilaliDa), f:aill,wi/J,. 

tc rfcrCIlCC was morc likely to OCClir al niglu bccause radio signals 
oftcn travcl much farthc r al night. so WRUF was rcq uired 10 sign 
olT cach day at a timc corrcspo nding to sunSCl in Dcnvc r, Accou nt­
ing lor time zonc dilTcrcnces, th c rilling mcant lh at WRUF could 
re ma in on the air at least lh rough carl}' cvcn ing in Florida. In SUUl­

nJ(:rs, Denvcr 's sunsc t would havc becn late enough to allow 
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WRUF's listeners a longer cvening of programs fro m WRUF; bu t in 
the laIc aunLlllll and th roughout I'lintcr, De nver's sunsct occurred 
about 8 p.m. on Gainesville's clod. 

Th e frequency shift was hailed as an illiprol'emc il t to WRUF"s 
ope ra tions. ~Th c fal'orable pa l"! of th is exchange is that it allows 
\VR UF 1.0 reach the emire state of Florida,~ noted th e ' lIIigtlltJr. 
"U nder Fonner circumstances o nly Ihe local ci ties and those of the 
north could be broadcaslcd to.~ '16 That was because, with a given 
anlOlllll. of transm ission power, a radio signal generally will tr,wc\ 
farth er on a lower frequellq' than o n a highe r o ne. That seems 10 

hal'e bee n the main rcason for opt imism following Ihe radi o com­
mission's decision. 

Th e ]"(:ference 10 broadcasting to '·I he local c itjes lind those of 
the n orth.~ with the apparent exc\usiOIl of cities in between. dl. .... 
SCr\'CS some ex planllt ion. E. A. '·Ed·· Slim;tk, who was WRUF's chief 
enginee r du ring th e 1970s, ex plain ed th at even on higher freq uen­
cies in the AM spectrum , sigll als sometinles would be received al 
dista ll t poi nL'i, even thollsa1lds o f llliles away, tho ugh not wi lh de­
pendable regularity. Signals reaching th e atmospheric layer known 
as lhe ionosph ere sometimes arc re fl ected back to earth , resu lting 
in a "ski p~ that ca n carry a station's signal even across oceans. '" 
Thus. even before the station 's change LO 830 kc. it was possi ble for 
WR UF to be heard no t on ly in the Gain esville area but also in parts 
of northern and midwestern sla tes. even though il fail ed 10 reach 
man y parts of Flo rida. 

Ano ther techni cal factor hindered WRUF, though it was not 
full y understood when the station was bui lt. Broadcasting engi. 
neers learned in the early 1930s that the abilil )' of th e ground to air 
sorb radio .~ igna l s aficcted a statio n's range. T he Fedeml 
Communicatio ns Commissio n (successor to the Federal Radio 
Commission in 1934) measured soil cond uctivity levels across the 
Un ited Sta tes, grading them on a scale o f o ne to thirty. T hc lower 
the !lumbe r, the more the soi l absorbs a signal as it rad iates away 
fro m the station. Sli ma k understood th at soi l conductivity condi­
tions in the sandy portions of north ern and central Flo rida r:.lllked 
between two and four all th e scale, p lacing these areas among lhe 
least favo ra ble in the country fo r radio signals.'" 

:Iii. Ibid., 10 No\"ember 1\)2IJ. 
37. f.:.A. "Ed" Sl imak. i11lc,..,·ic .... ",·ith alllh')I~ Ca;n~·SI'iIIc, ~'a .. 11 Octobe r t!.lN. 
31i. lbid . 
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The change to lhe lowe r frequency 01'830 kc did enabl e WRUF 
to scnd a strol'ge r signal to northern and CCnlral Florida wit h ilS ,,1-
lolted live lho llsand watlS o f power. '" However. the restrinion in 
broadcasting hours plus Ihe poor soil conductivity did away wi th 
th e station 's ability to broadcast dependably to northern and mid­
weste rn stat e!i. And so the dream uf a pO\\'erful publ ici ty MVoicc o f 
Florida ~ f.-ulcd away. 

PO!isibly reOlli zin g the lim itations o n the ~Voice of Fl orida," 
Powel l implenlented programs to ellhlll1 Ce the station 's relatiOll­
sh ip with the university. In 1930. he began to e mploy Universi ty of 
Flo rida stlldents ali part-time salaried stall Alt hotlgh st ;llion 
records are nOl precise o n Ihis poi m , th ere is general agreement 
that the first paid student annou ncer was \Vall er L. "Rcd M Uarbc r. 
\\'ho late r becamc nationally renowned as a sporlS an nounccr. Bar­
hcr joi ncd the WRUF pay1'01l on March 4, 1930:'" Chief announce r 
Ralph Nimlllons alsu n:lllel11bered;\ young man nal11cd James Le­
o n ani UlII.sch , who used the name "J ames Leonard~ o n the air and 
was ns('d both as an announcer and a singe r: Ml tliink Red came be­
fo re .lillllll)" and they Ix nh caine aboUi tht~ same time,M Il 

The idea o f \lsillg stude nt helpe rs at WRUF \\~,s not reall )' lie\\, 
in I ~l:~O. One carl)' juslification fo r placing WRUF o n Ihe un iversity 
campus was that electrical cngineering stude nts cou ld g<lill prnui­
(ill training th cre. Sti lt, if sllch lraining \\~ I ~ ever gh·en. there is no 
indica tion that all)' engincering studenl~ were o n the payroll . 
There is I l(l mentio n of sllldell is emplo>,ed as nn-air progr,un ",lcl,t 
prior (Q 19:JO. 

Also begi nning in 1930, Powell tried a varic t), of ne", progl~ \llI s. 

111.1 ;1 1111;11)', WRUF offered "The Act\'cnlurcs of Bud and Eas}',~ a \~I­
li e t)' shull' featuring comedia n E. Z. J o nes ami Claude Lee, who 
managed the Florida Theatcr in dOWIlIOlI'1l Gainesville. MHour with 
thc l\-!asLcrsM 

in the aft ernoons and "Variety Musical I\ trade" in tht: 

mornill~s used IIII1);ic pla),ed 0 11 78-rptn discs, A slllall o rchestra 
knowil as the Su\\~mll ec Sc rc nade rs provided live III lIsic, and an-

3!L tn 19:17. WRUF ,,"0,,!!1 ch~n!le its freqtU'u cy al,.F,\in . A 11'<:;1\), ocl"'eelltllt' United 
Stales and Cnl,.! rctJui rcd hUl h WRUF ;,,,,1 Dt!tl\'c r 's KOA 10 (,hange It".i r ti"<-­
't"en<'it"lO. apparen lty 10 ;!\'oid inlerfN~'11<'C wi lh Cuban s!:ltinns on tl,..: <dme 
",;wel"rlg!h. w~ur ch~"gt·tl il'i th'<lltetl '1' lu ,til 8:,0 kc <1;lIion, whcre il rt'm:titls 
1(.>(la)'. 

'W. \\',.hel' L "Red" Uarbcr :md Rohen Creamer, IfIlllhmb '" t1,~ ( :a lbi,.,I .Vi,' (G;mlcn 
Cit)" NY , 19f>8). t·m. 

'11 . Nillll1,.",s itllt' I'\';""', 
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o lhe r poplLl ar group was the OnLllge Grove String Band. MThe Flor­
ida Farm Hour" remained a fi xture o n the WRUF dai ly schedu le, 
wit h lalks by extension senkc edil o r J. Fr' lIlcis Coope r, his assist;lLIt 
Ralph Fulghu m, iLnd other members of thc agri culLUre facult y. 
Whe n the authors of fac ulty papers could not visit the WR UF stu­
dio to read the ir own work, Coope r or FulghuLLI did it o r fo nnd a n 
ex tra voice to add v,l riel), to th e pro~p·alll . It was just such all eOor! 
to find an extra voice th at led 10 the recruitment of Red Barber. 

Barber retu rn ed early frOI11 the 1929 Christmas ho lidays to fin ­
ish a rcsearch IMpe l'. A sll.Iden l. of modest means, hc worked as a 
j anito r at thc University Club_ a roorning ho usc occupi ed mainl), by 
male facuhy LLlemhers, among whom \\~IS Ralph Fu lghum. Onc day 
ncar the end of December, Fu lghum asked BMbe r t,o slIbstitlLle lor 
a radio lecture r who had gone Ollt of town . 

Barber late r wrote that Fu lghlLITl had t h rec ten-Inillutc lecturcs 
scheduled for that dar's f;lI"I11 broadcast an d pleaded . MRed , please. 
Come o n . It would bea big he lp to \lIe, Ilaving a change of voice. If 
I sillhere and read all three papers, o ne after another, i, ' 11 be lC I'J'i~ 

ble ," Reluc tantly, i!arbe r agreed to read aile leClure. In return , Ful­
ghum prmllised to lre,li Barm:!" to d inner. And so, Uarber's fi rs t 
slint o n WRUF was a read ing of Ma It ea\~ ly documented , detailed 
lrcalise on 'Ccn ai n Aspec ts of Bovi lle ObSle trics.'M'l 

Artc r Barber's reading , which he broadC;lsl withOIll rehearsal, 
I'owel l oITered him a pan-lime positio n. The studelll, who was bal­
anci ng sevel"a] Ollt e r jobs. politely declin cd . h took Powel l more 
I.han tWO mo nths, usi ng Fulghum as a n inu::rm cdial),. to lJ\'Cl"come 
Ibrber's reluctance. On March 4, 1930. afte r Powel l on"c rcd hilll 
S!lO pCI' lIIo mh . Barbe r gave up his o the r loca l jobs as wa iler and 
janito r and joined WR UF's announ cin g staff. 

Although Barbe r was hired for a .~alar)'. nOl <111 student an­
nu ullccrs wcre so forlllnale. As Nillllllons remembered . "Of 
cuu rse , we'd audition an)'o lle lhat came a lo ng, that. wan led any sort 
o fajob. We used a lo t of stmlc nl.S o n a part-lillie bas is ... alld a lo t 
of them were un paid because we didll 't havc lhc lII one),. Thcy 1I'('re 
jusl doing it 10 see whcther Ih c)' likcd il. I t \ \ ';.18 a laboratol) ' ... for 
radio technique, annoullcing, si ngers and what-haw, ..... )'oll.M j' 

I n \VR UF's carl)' yea rs, IlOlllllICh emph asis was placed OIlIl CWS 

covcrage so an arrangeme nt WitS made Wilh the Dai ly 81111 to allow 

'12. Barbe r .md Cre;uner, IIIl1/bmb;Il lilt ( ~'lb;nl Snli. \·lg. 
·13. Nimmo ns int.·"1(,,,,'. 
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the slation 1.0 use I.he newspalk r 's malCrial. At least d uring the 
19:\Os. WRUF pe rson nel were no l nel\'s re porters. Imtcad , news 
items repo rted on the air were read ve rbati m fro m the Daily SUI/ 
and other sources. Both Red Barber and Albert Hend rix, who 
join ed WRUF in 1933. acknowledged that a Ilworit e source o f o n­
the-air llews \\~ IS theJacksorwille Nfl/il/a Times,Ull ioll. " 

£\'1::11 after \VRUF inslalled its own natio nal an d world nCI\'s 
tele type machinc sometimc in the la te I 930s, newspapers still sup­
plied material. Twice each day, Alben Hc ndrix, the statio n's custo­
dian and messenge r, made a trip dowil town to the /Jaily SUI/ 'S 

oflicl::s for the latest bulle tins. "1 rode a biC)-de down there and J 

nCl'crwill forgel ... [oncel l camc back on th e bicycle just as f:lSt as 
J could ride it and t. hc hicycle came apart - j ust broke. [ jll.~t left 
the bic)'cle,~ he recalled ; ~Thc :UIIl OUll cer I\~ IS standing- in the door 
wait ing ... and J just Id'i Ihe bicycle and wellt runn ing with the 
news. , . and 111e t him allhe door and he took it and Il'e m upstairs 
wit h i t .~ A nCWSGlSt \I~IS sched uled arOll nd noon each weekday, and 
nothing was to interfe re with He ndrix's regnlar pickup of reporL~ 

froll! Ihe Sltll. M[ had \0 do lhat through the rain and cold and wind 
and e"er},lhing-yoll name it.~ he remembered. \Vhen anoth er 
ne\\'scast e\'cllIuaJl)' \\~IS added in the laIC afte rnoon, Hendrix con­
linued his trips. J. Sam FOll IS, who also worked at WRUF in th c 
I 930s. remembe red Hend rix and his daily news ru ns: MThen he 
II'o uld roilr bac k on his bi Ll'cle ilnd cOllle up th e la llt!, am[ wc'd St!C 

him coming lip there abollt lell mi nutes "ti l fi ve , and \,'e had a big 
news progr.un a t fi ve o' clock to fin .... Jif"teen. I He ndrix] wou ld have 
in his basket al1lhe latest goodies and we'd lean ... ont Ihe window 
and spur hi m on so he 'd gel up there iu time for lhe hot news."" 

WRUF also ex panded its sports prograrns. Th e play·by-play ac­
count orlhe Florida-hkrcer footba ll Willie in 1928. only a \\'cek aJ: 
le l" lilt: SI<lI inn's dedication , was just the first o f many. O the r 
un iw:rsilY sporting broadcast e"enL~ wcre baskctball and baseball 
games, Imc l-; meets. and box in g mat ches. Th e l>1;ltC high school bas­
kClbalJ tounrament , held 011 the Un il'ersity o f Florida campus. bl.'­
carne aTl an nual progmm. As Red Barber later wrot e: 

The)' played b:l.~ke t ball all day lOllg and in to the night lor 
Ih ree consl'cHlive days. Beca use the tournam en1 1\~ lS statc-

"'I. Alhcr! I-I c" dri:.:. inter"ic'" with ""lh<>l". G;liltcs,·ilk. Fla,. :! 1 Ocwbcr 1971. 
'I:,. Ihid .; J. Sam ~"''' ' L'. no t.,.,. s..· ptc mt",-· r I!I74. ,n t)<,ss ... ~,"m ~)t ;"'Ih"r. 
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wide and becallse th e rad io station was suppon ed by Slale 
funds, the regular broadcasting schedul e \ms thrown out 
and c"elY last one of those high school basketball g.lmcs 
was broadcasl in rull .... Games we re played conscclIlivet)': 
as S001l as Olle was finished th e nex t o ne would start. 
One a nn Olillcer handled th e microphone a ll the way 
through . J ack Thompson did it the fi rst year I was th ere, 
bUl l did il a ll Illyselrin 1931. 1932 and 1933. 11 was the 
most grueling broadcasljob I eve r had .... You had no as­
sislanl , nobody to spell YOll , nobody LO g ive the listeners a 
change of pace . ... It gave me a complete distaste for bas­
ketball ; I have never liked the game since, l6 

Those marath on basketball bro;l(lcasts conli nued o n WRUF at least 
th rough 1939. 

Over the years, foo l ball bcc.'1lllc the mOSI prominellt o f 
WR UF's spo rts broadcasts. When th e 1930 season began , s(;\'e l, ,1 
alll\OllllCers incl udi ng J ack ThOlnpson , Ralph Nimlllo ns, Red Bar­
be r, and James Leona rd Butsch ahermued do ing the play-by-play 
aCCOlln ts "'h ilt: Powell tried to dccide who did the besljob. E\'cnUl­
an)' it became clear lhal Barber was Ihe mOSI proficie lll , main l)' be­
ca lise he spent ho urs preparin g Wi lh lhe Florida Gators coaching 
smlT, 

Broadcasting the ga mcs \\'as a dall llling challenge, Seating a t 
Fleming Field was on bare ,,'ooden bleachers and , as Nimmons re­
me mbered , lhe anno uncer and h is assistant scI. up their equipment 
~a nyp lacc we could find- the), dicit, '1 have press bo xes-out in the 
S till ," !} E\'en when a crude press box \\~ IS erected al Flemi ng Field , 
conditio ns remained difTt cull. " 

By mid-season in 1930. Florida Field was dediGlt.ed an d Ix. ... 
came the rcgu lar \'en ue for f001b"II , The tiel'.' stadium had a somL"­
what beller press box , although the crowd 's roar continued to 
aggravate announcers and muffle broadcasts, To compens;:ne for 
crowd no isc. as Barbe r recalled, "th e allnouncer would he doser to 
the mi crop hone. Th e e nginee r would be listening with bis ear­
phones and \\'ollid mo tion me to move dose I'. And the n if yoll had 

46. I~arbcr :lIld Creamer, Uh,,/Ku" '" 1/" G.lli;ni Sh,I, 150. 
47. Nimmons intc .... ·it:w. 
48. W"I""r L. "Rt.'d " I,>:,,'ocr, ;"1<' .... ·;e"" ,,·;. h : .... hor. ·t;ll b h:.ssce. H I .. 17 Oc'oh,'r 

t974, 
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Waho: .. L. "Reel" I\:,rh"r in lito: WRu r studio in H.l:H . /\frer ~,~"In;u ion tlt;u )'0: ;0". 
I\;orl)t't' tOl) I: " b .. o;,tlt::'-~ ' ing job wi, It tlto: Cincinn;u i Ro:.k 110: ]a,e r e"l'ned natiun· 
wi,le laut(' announcing ti,,' dtt: Bn .. ,I: I)'n 1)O<lgct'l; "tId No:w York Y;mk("cs. r"'''rl~' oJ 
I~' U,,"'1'tlily oJH"'''/1I ('.oJ/IX' oJJOImllJ/i~", ""tI e",,,,,,,,,,ir{lli,,,,,>. Gai"',>,,,lIt. 

a big roar fro nl the crowd-yoll learned eariy-),oll 'd just have to 
stop t;llking. 09 Barbe r carried his own materials to hel p h im during 
games, includin g charI.'; o r his OWIl design that c na bled him to 
ident il), players a t a glance. 

AllUtll er spo rts announcer was Olis I~oggs, who joined the stalT 
in 1939 alld fo r many years d id play-by-pla)' announci ng fo r WR Ut" 
and its sta tewidc football and basketball ne tworks. T he ex pansion 
o f spo rts progl~ ll lH ni ng strained the sta tion 's budge\' and new ways 

· t~) . lbid . 



178 FI.ORIDA HISTORICAL Q UARTERLY 

were found to broadcast sporling e"e nts. ~Somctimcs in those days 
another thi ng lhal they did a 10l .~ recalled Boggs. Mille)' used Wt:SI­
cm Un ion ' re-creations.' Ratht: r th ' lIl sc nd a crew Ollt ... they'd gel 

Western Un io n to supply an o perator lw telegraph p lay-by+pla)' in­
fonnalionJ ... and they'd re-crea te the game with sound feo-eelS 
created in the studio]. You'd neve r know if the guy was sending you 
the riglll informaLion-hc 'd leave 0 111 thin gs ami )'011 \ \ have to fi ll 
in ad·l ib, so it was a wi ld deal doi ng those.~.!/I Ariel" an especially 
good broadcasl of an exciting game, as man y as 150 letters and tele­
grams might come in from listcllcrs. 

\NR UF's service as th e only regular radio source of Univers ity 
o f Florida football galllCS drcw allc ru ion from SI<IIC oflicials in Tal­
lahassee, ma ny o f who III were un ive rs ity alum ni . In thc l11id-1930s 
th e legislat lll'c madc furtllcr appropria tions of Siale money contin­
gent o n \\'RUf's contin ued broadcasts o f Gators fOOlban.~' 

BUI the eco nomic d iffi culties of the Depression era left a 
chron ic shortage of funds, making progress dimcult at WRUf. 
~Thc financial plight of the station was desperate," Red Barber re­
membered ; there was an employee pay cut 

while I was thert.'-in filct in 1931. T he reason I can date it 
is because Ralph Nimmons left early in 193 1 and I gOt his 
job [as chief an no uncer] and I \\~IS supposed to get $ 150 
pe r month. I'd pla nn ed lO g(!1 m;u-ri(!d o n thal. 011 the 28'" 
of March . And 1x:fore I could ge l my fi rs t check and get 
married, there w;\s a 10 pe rcent CUI , which meant t.holt I gOt 
$ 135 . .. and thai was 1I0t restored d uring the lime Ihal I 
II~,IS there, and I left in March of 1934. At one tim e during 
that period, the slale was unable to pay on schedu le ilS sal­
<lries at the un iversity ami they used scrip for a sho rt tirnc.w 

Al bert Hend rix also remem bered the financial cn rnch . pa niculari}' 
those tim es when "the stale JUSt couJdn "I pay o fT because they 
didn 't hal'e the mo ney and it lasted a good long tim e be fore we gOt 
paid , And we d idn't gel paid all at once anyway, ... During the lime 
whell we didn 't get paid , the}' rI ll e IIn ive rs il r's agricu hur' ll experi­
ment station 1 g;we liS rn il k, ... th e), gave us bunches of gree ns. they 

:-,0. O lis Ik»!;!,"'. irllcn'kw wit h .mrhm, Gaincs,·illc. n >l. , 8 Ocrol~1" 197'1. 
:, 1. Small , -Surrmmry Ilistul")' of WRUF (and WRUF·FM ).-
52. I\;,,·t,.,r in1cr\";c"'. 
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!p1'·C us SWI!(!t pOtaI.OCS. Thcyj ust helped ; you could g-o down th ere 
and pick it up. "'" 

By 1933, some statc officials proposcd selling- WR UF to private 
interests, sin ce tlie bendiL~ derived from lhe stil lion did not seem 
to o utweigh the COsts o f opera tio n. E\"clI ma ny IIcwspapcrs that ear­
lier had supported WRUF turned their backs 011 it. In Ma rch . the 
Associated Dai lies of Florida un an imollsly opposed ~a ny sale or 
leasing- of the state-owlled radio statio n WRUF to any commercial 
int(~n!sts,- recomme nding instead ", he abo lition o f said stal ion in­
a.snlllch as it docs not have the power to advertise Florida nationally 
and is nOt needed by Ihe agricultural de partmen t o f the Uni"ersity 
o f Florida , whose nceds Cil ll be served gratis by other radio stations 
ill th e stale."" The associatio n gave no reason as to why it would 
r.lthcr have the station silllply shutdown Ivl\C I\ a sale or lease to pri­
'<;IIC o penll.o rs could hav(! generated revenue fo r lhe SUIlC . 

Still. nOl c\'cryune turned against \VRUF. The Flo rida ElI gi­
neerillg Socie ty favored ke(!ping the stat.ion o n I.he ai r and , in 
April. urged - the ex tension of time o n the air fo r radio statio n 
WRUF ami _ .. that radio research by Ihe c nginceling experimclH 
stalio n 1.)(! fl trth er encollraged."~' 

Early ill MilY. the Icgisialllrc pondered what to do. A senate 
cOlllmiltee declared that ~fa iill rc t.o continu(! th is stat ion as a stal e 
activil ), _ . . would be equ ivaie lll 10 junking c("Juipm cnl ,<;tlued at a 
l.oIal of SI09,521.70. "'of' The 1'1'0 houses c"e ntuall )' agreed 01\ it bil l 
to appropri:lIe S25,OOO to WRUF, ;l ~pill o n the cOlldilioll th.1t il 
broadcast a ll U nivcrsit), of Flo rida foo lball games. Yel, tilt: measure 
also leli o pc n the possi bililY of leasing the statio II to pri\<;lIc inte r­
CSls. 

T h e decision prodd(:d Garland Powt·1I 10 see k OUI advertisers 
whose support could makc WRUF sdf-sullicic nl , thereby avo idi ng: 
being leased 0 111. Powell arranged for the CBS Radio Ne twork to 
feed an ho ul" o f programming in th e lat e afte rnoons, agreeing: I hat 
ill ret urn WRUF wOIlld broadcast Ihe Ch(!slerHcld Ci~arct.le Com­
pany's popular 15-minulC program. 

By 1937, with Sial e reve nues low, Ihe k gislature agai n d(:ba'ed 
whethe r 10 continue funding ""RUF. Statc Senator Spessard Hol-

53. l lcnd r;x ;111<·"·;<:\\". 
!1'1. IJaj/y SlIIt. tf. M:.rch H!3~1. 

[, f •. Ihid .. If; " lwi1 193:t 
flji. lhi/I., I t ~ t ar 19:13. 
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land (a Univers ity of F10 lida a lumn us and fUHlrc U.S. senator) vig­
orollsl)' opposed a llocalin g morc money. He "demanded that the 
un iversity radio sta tion beco me se lf-suppo rt ing and Ihal no mo nc), 
be appropria lCd to opera te it. Aft e r co nsiclcr:.lble d ebate t.he Legis­
lature appro priated funds. with lhe provisio l1 th at the station cam 
1110 re through advertising to hel p susta in i tsclr. ~ Bul Powe ll fo und 
il diOicult to a ttract advertisers. Th e sia lion 's l11os t.]y nll~ll service 
resulted in a re la tively slll <l lllislc lli ng audie nce. COlIscqucnu),. C I~S 

dropped its programs from WRUF. ThOl':lgh lhe legislawrc nar­
rowly approH!d an appropriati01 I. Go\'erno r Fred P. Cone vc toed il . 
and the Board of Colllrol held scvc ra l lncc lings to disc us.~ \VRUF's 
fUllI re, Powell and the station 's allo m ey in 'Washingto n , D.C. , even­
tua lly convinced the board tha t the Fed era l Communicatio ns Com­
mission would be unl ikely 10 approve a lease armngeme nt in whi ch 
the state re tained oWllc rship o f \" RUF while allowing private in te r­
ests to run it . l'l a\~ ng le w o pt io ns, Ih e Board ofConlrol decided to 

promo Ie co mmercial co mpetiti on Oil the public stati on and "i n­
struc ted lhe directo r to go a ll ou t an d acct:pt a ll manne r ofad\'e r­
lising excep t whiskey, beer an d wines."' '' Ad ditio nally, in order 10 
a tt ra ct ma rc listeners and a(h'c rtiscrs. Ih e sta tio n schedu led mo re 
en l.C nainlne nt programming, Ih o ugh it continued to Cllrry 11CWS 

and other infonll<ttivc progr.lIllS. 
Having begun lhe decade as a public-snpported sta tion . by 

1940. \VRUF was a fully commercial c lllc rprisc. Il evo lved in olhe r 
important \V;:1)'S as we ll-abando ning its o riginal sta te publici ty mis­
sion . hiring studen ts as paid announcers, and shifting fro m mostly 
educational prob>TI1ms to a mai nly e lilc rtainmellt fonnaL T hese 
chal'ges se t the precede nt for WR UF's o pel'ations in late r rears. To­
day, it remains a comm ercial operation , providing ent crtainment 
and news to listCllCrs in Gainesville ami the surrounding area. 
WR UF now is oper.u ed by the University o f Florida College o f J our­
nalism and Communications. wi th swdios in Weimer Hall. II slill 
employs and trains studen ts pursuing telecommun ication careers . 
But it ,.".'s during WR UF's early years , in panicular the decade of the 
1930s, Ih,1.I WR UF's essen tia l style and cha'~,lCler wcre dCI,ermined . 

:;7, "Radio SI:lIion WRUF. " ;" '1 I: 



Taking Out the Trailer Trash: 
The Battle Over Mobile Homes 
in St. Petersburg, Florida 

b)' Lee I rby 

I n 1953, Fred Wilder, a World Wa r II veteran from Ohio, arriwcl in 
51. Pe te rsburg and look IXlssessio ll of four acres of land 011 Sixth 

Street Somh . Wilder intended [0 open .. trailer park and live on site 
with his r.'l1l1 il )'. mking a{h~lIltagc of lhe SI.."Concl-gcllcralion mobile 
homes that olTered mod em arnenil; (.'"S . especia lly fur retirees. He Ix:­
g.m clearing the la nd so lhal, by 1954, he could !:ike in his fi rsl f (.'si ­

dents. Renting lots of thirty-three by fift y-two feCI, Wilde r charged 
twem)' dollars per l11omh , which inclllded \'"<ll.c r, sewer, and garbage 
collection . By May 1957, Wilde r's Traile r l>ark reached full ocwp' lI1cy. 
Of the first park residents. nine Ottt of ten wert: senior Ci l izCI11i. T he 
genesis of Wilder's Park embodies the dr~lInatic demographic shifts 
lila l changed Florida 's political, econom ic, and social landsclpes in 
rhl' pnSlwar era, In drow.:s, ulder Amc';cans migr.ued 10 Flmida to re­
lire, oftcl] li,~ng on fixed inCOllles i1l t.he most alTordable housing: mo­
bile homes. In SI. Pelcrsbl lrg, this choice oflifest),le precipitated a fu ll­
scale pol it.ical war that revealed biases aga inst tmilerites, o rren older 
\\~dows living alone. !-low the tmilcritcs fo ught b<lck in tu1'll demon­
su, ued the c lllcq:.,ring pol itical clout of retirees in FlOli da. ' 

Lee 11'1» ' is 3n ;lClj llll(:! in~!f"<=1(>r o f Amcr i'::II' his!",)' at th" Un'n;n. ilY of Smull 
~lurida. 

I. Ffc,1 Wilder. illln';e'" wilh ;\\I( hur, 51. I'elefs\mq;. ~la .. Ii Onu!> ... r 19<J7. Wilder 
(:b imt;d that the IOUfi.<I c;lInps ,,'('r,' h" ... 1 (111 f"t ifC .. '!; h.;r;," St: sur h (;unps hac! 
une (ull1 mo .. halhfuoll1. ",,,kill): il d iflic lIh for older men "'hu usc t! Ihe b:t1h· 
mom .... ·'·.·ral lime" pcr ni!(h l. When neWer mubile homes sta rled (:uIII ,ng w,th 
tl lt'ir "wn Wilt-IS, relirees IW longer h;,d I" "",Ik ",en )SIl Ihe (;lInp in Ihe mid"'" 
of l ilt' n'ght. NumefOus .o;(",fCCS co"r",," Wild.:f '$ aCCOllnt of 1,:chllul,,!;i.::.1 
,lllp ro\'",meniS .lllling Iht; t;;'.-ly 1950s. especi;,U)' 110" ",id""'" g o r uri its 10 len 
f"" I: St·,' ;n parlicubr 1);\\;<1 ,\ . 'l1lt'rnblJrg, r",l/op;"g lI /wg.llf'RIIJ: Th~ 11,.1' (",rl 
Ikm;y (lflh, IImn1r/'" IIQII,I' T",;/n- (1·lalllden. COlli' .. 19<J I ). 

[ lS I J 



182 FI .oI{JO}\ H ISTORICAL Q UARTERLY 

T he lr.liJe r park is a distinct ive fcalLL!"c of th e Sunbc lt SOlll h. 
The cleven statcs of th e ex-Confederacy contaill a m;~Ori l)t of the 
nat ion 's mobile ho mes. and Fl orida leads the muioll in rcl)'i ng on 
th is distinctive form ofhollsin g to sheller mall)' of ils residents. Bul 
such proliferation comes with a cultunl l bias. as a cOlllcmporary 
pejorative term commo nly IIsed to describe IO\\'cr'"<:lass white 
South em crs is Merailer Irash ,M South erners ha\'t! long used the term 
~ tr:' l sh M to depict an unsavory subset of lowcr-c l a.~ people. as evi· 
denced by lht! pu\;·d own "poor white trash ," fi rs! recorded in the 
early 1830s. \Vhilc conveying both mealiness and lazin ess, "poor 
white wash"' most persisten tly rela tes cightccnth-ccntu ry associa­
liolls of po\'Crty to mo ra l defici ency and defect ive character to 
whi ch Southern ers supposedly ding. kTrailer trash" itself datcs 
from at least 1952 and implies Ih at people \"ho live in trai le rs are 
prOlo-Snopeses, dissolute and shiftless, perhaps evc n barn-burne rs. 
Whe n pol itical adviser James Ca rville of Lou isiana called presiden­
tial acc llsc r Paula J o nes o f Arka nsas "trailer I.rash ,~ he de mon­
strateo both the e nduring power of th e te rm ;·trash H and its linkage 
to a relatively new form of housin g. I.\ecause Imi le r parks form Stich 
:111 im port:lnt pa rt of th e m odenl Flo r id:l bndsc:lpe, the Sunshine 

Slate provides fertil e ground ill Ihe swdy of"t r,li\cr 1.1" lsh."1 
Several st udi es have addressed the stigmatizat io n of trail er 

parks, but most have laken a brOild approach . J ames Dunca n, an 
environmental psycho logist, Sltpplicd a framework to desclibc 110W 

all Hsu~lII gel'sH pose it lhrcal LO existing o rde r. Such ·'strange rs" ha\'e 
no group identi ty, evidenced by the scom heaped upon nomads, 
gypsies, and hoboes. Dwelle rs in fixed domiciles have lo ng feared 
and disc rimin ated ag;.lillSt such peripatetic peo ples. Traile r p.wks 
fil imo th e pallcnl of stigmatizatio n d escribed by Duncan , bill hc 
did not elucidate hO\\' no mads (or 1i~ li lerites ) have respo nded to 
th e stigtna fo isted IIpon the m. An ea rly slUdy o f ·· tmiler t rash ~ 

2. n "p"l"lmelll uf CnmmCl"ce. J.lll reall "I !II<' CeIiSuS. ~ ~ luhik J ln"u~': Il ,,,ww of 
II" V" M'~: SlllIilliml /t nlfSIV9·1- IO. ~by I'J'J.I. t. i\cl'ording w this , h.d),. Ill(' 
South (()nt" ins f)~ percent of the " ;lIiun 's ""lbi\c humes. 

Fnr usc of Ihe I('nn ' lI~l~h : SCe ~litfoT<1 M. M:lfh<.'ws. l·d .. II /);rfiullfIIJ of Il lllf"l"· 
imll il 'n.s 1m 1I;5Iu.1((l/ r·,.;"r,~JI'l. 2 ",Is. (<..:h ic<ll;"'. 1951). 2: 12f13. For -1I"3il(' r 
'm.<h: St. ... : 1-/:110 1<1 II . "'"nin . - llo,, ·, Call Them TI~\ikr T,~.sh : S/I/ .. "II'] EIl"';"I' 
"OI/3/) 01 ,\ug" ,t 1952): 24. For ~Sn"pt~ 1I~ •. ,h: S<.;c \\~ Ili:"" Faulkner. Til, IIMnirl 
(N.' .... · ",,·k. 1940). Whe" ~l.:", SIIOP<'""S first "ni,'CS in Fn:ndtr1>en'~ Iknd. J ody 
\~m)"r i.~ rdUCt:tnl Iu n"ll him bnd tI"" h ) ~l"rn 's 'Iucstinn:lbk rq >ll1miun :IS " 

barn-burnet: Fur:l descriptiull "fCar"illc's slll r as it n:lat<."tl tu Irai ler I);\ rk..~ ill thc 
Sc,uth , sec C:h iori 5;'l11i;lI:". ~ llo".~· T",i"' I)I," S"u/h."",;m, 2') 0""" 19<)"): 78-7!). 
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fOll nd tlmt such stc reotypes could have some basis ill fan , co nclud­
ing thai Irailer parks did lIot olTer you ng couples a way 1.0 ge t a leg 
lip in the \\'o rld but "may illStead be anracling )'oung. uned ucated 
in-m igr~Hl ts fro m Appalach ia and lhe South who duster in ' Hill­
bi lly Havens' al the peri phery of the ci t y.~ The U.S. Census Burea u 
confirmed th es<:: suspicions, determining l hal bel\vcen 1979 and 
1989. mobile home residelllS had lowe r-tha n-average incomes. 
Adding retirees into Ihe llIix. however. the stigma of~ lrailer I rash " 
assum es alltuhe r level of complex il}'.l 

SI. Peter:-;[}urg Sl nIggled 10 accept nomads even be fore lhe pro­
lifer:.ttion of rnobi1c ho mes after World Vhr I I . Rampanl real estal e 
speculat io n ami sophistiGu cd adve n ising cam paigns in pan 
helped 10 fuellhc sll)ried Flo rida hoom o f th e 1920s, yetllot a ll mi­
gnllll.S to the SUllshine Sla te eleclCd to purchase a lot or existing 
house. Some preferred 10 sleep under the Slars, to experience the 
rllstic charms of alilOcamping. Acco rding 10 an thro pologist Mar­
shall Sah lins, people become rich in IWO ways: acq uiring llIore or 
walll ing less. Whi le American society depended on the fonner to 
susmin ~growth :' autocampers drove down to parad ise and sub­
sisted 0 11 supplies of tin-canned goods, e;u'ning Ihe moniker "lin­
C:III l ou!'is l.~.- Th C)' reduced Iheir cost o f living 10 e .-Uoy Ihe satH e 
ameni ties-sullshine , beach, parks-that Flo rida's boosters end­
lessl), bragged abo ut. ' 

Due to certain economic reali ties o rth e boom, tin-callners had 
lit tle choice tun to pitch lents beside Iheir Model Ts. Pa mdisc came 
wilh hidden costs. Tou rists in the 1920s often e llCOU lll ercd "rent 
hogging," the venerable Florida pr' lCticc of infta ting prices during 
peak to urist seaso n. Even though til e Sl. Petersburg Cham ber of 
Comme rce condemn er! stich overt "prolil eeri ng,~ o pportunistic 
landlords refused to coop.:mle. To save mOtH.:)'. thousilnds o f tou r­
ists o pted for the !'listie charm o f a tllocamping. sCllin g up enclaves 
all over th e St: II C. especially in Pinellas. Hillsborough, alld Manatee 
Cou nlies. So lIIall), :llIlocampcrs sCllled in SL Pete rsburg that. ill 
No,-cmoc r 191 9. Mayor Al L mg prohibited e:llllping on "vacan t 
lots wit h in the eil)' limi L~ . ~ The mayor d ied ~sallita'1' reasolls~ for 

:1. .\:""1.-", S. 1)""c:l!1 . cd .• Iffll,,;"g ," ,,1 hlmlil]: (.'m)\-("ll lIml l'",~,wli, .... , (New York, 
1911 ~ ) . I~ : Rohl'rl Mills F"cneh amlJdfrcy K. Hadden. -Muhil" I-tomes: I" SI:"'1 
S"blU hi;. ur T,~",spOll:ohle Slums"- .wi,,/ I'tubln,u 16 ([;.11 I Yf~) : 225; Bureau ot 
111<' <;'· IlSl IS. -~ t ohi l " H , >tII "~. - I. 

'1. Mar~h a ll S"hl ins. Slo,,( fIg .. Ermwm;r.l (Ch iC:II{". 1 9i~ ) . 1-2. 
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his edic t ilnd \\",lrned lhal the law banning usc of wilers not C01l­
nected to the sewer system would be strinly enforccd .~ 

Less t.han a year lal cr. hOlI'cI'e r, the c ity began 10 regard the lin­
canne rs as possible consume rs, e"en fillure hOllscowners and full­
li me residents. Led by new 1\'la)'or Noel !\'liIChcll , Sl. Pe tersburg es­
tablished a free tourist c,unp, "Tell 1 Cil }'," in August 1920. The 
goodwill was sho n -lived . As TClIl City quickly fill ed up, crit.icisms 
bcg;m 10 mount. The li n-canncrs d egraded the city's vilmull im­
age, some charged ; others acc uscd them of be ing cheap. In J anu­
ary 192 1, lhe St. Pelmburg Timl'-l ran two stories de tailing the 
-health mess- al l e nt City. where St; \'cn lecn hund red people had 
access to o nly twe nty lOile lS. "Irnrnedime Steps Necessa ry to Avoid 
Epidemic," the headline read . ResidellL~ of l en t City promised to 
chip in fifty cen ts IlI:r person to improve conditions, thus llClying 
thei r tarnished image as no-good spclldth rifts. Nonetheless, in MOl), 
1921, lhe St. Petersburg Ci t)' Commission vot.ed to close Ten t City 
by June I, Larger forccs \,'e re at work here: S1. Pelc l"Sburg was expt.. .... 
licncing an unprecede nted boom, and real estate Illoguls-lo-be 
stalked th e streelS, hunting down buyers. Those in ten t on sleeping 
be neath Ihe swrs had no place in this world .~ 

Although the cit y pulled OUI of th e autocamp busin ess. p rivale 
entre preneurs moved to fill lile void. [n Octobe r 192 1. Leora 
Lcwi.~ , a "local reall}' woman," established Lewis Tenl Cil}, 0 11 se\'CIi 
acres of hllld off FOllrth Strcet Sou th , beyond the city limi ts ncar 
Lake Maggiore, During her first season, Lewis took in betwee n 
2,000 and 2.:)00 regisle red guests. significant numbers lhal led 10 

Ihe fit\'orablc press she rece ived . "If the re wen~ a n)' riislll rbing el(.'­
men ts fou nd 10 cxiH in the carnp,- one report gushed. - t!tese were 
polilely In ll rlflllly llsked 10 cllmp elsewhere, but Ihal is a r<lre 
thi ng," Karl Cris llle l~ a local journ alist and hislOrian , o n"e red a con­
lI, u1' view, Writing ahollt th e lellt cities that had sprung lip around 
Flo rida, he concluded th;n "some of thc camps became refuges for 
;111 undesilOible type o f people who were nO! w:anled ncar a ny COIll­
mun il }'-~ Fro m the begin ning, then. dwel lers inlllo bil e homes en­
gcndered confusion wit.hill the communil )" g<tining neitllcr o tllrigllt 

f •. Ibp"ond O. A,.. e na"lt, .'II. 1'tll'Tww g "IIIIIIu- NfJ,;i/l' /Jmun. IN8(). 19,O (G:.;ne5-
,; lIc . 19'J('). 186: .'il. I'dtnb,ug Tim". 28 NOI'c mtx: r 1919. 11.1 :11111<11)' 192 1. 

6. Arsenault . SI. 1'f'fn:i w'K, 189 . 195-196; SI. 1'~/mb"rg Ti,,,,,,, '1.J :mua ry. 5 J anu:u}'. ~ 
~Ia y 1921. 
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acceptance nor rejectio n. Their ex istence, however, ope nly deficd 
the image 51. PCtersburg's dream weavers inte nded to convey.; 

Th is version of the Fl orida dream frighte ned 51. Petcrsburg·s 
clitc , plus a numbe r of Sl<He lawmakers, InJ llne 1927, the Florida 
legisla ture moved to impose regulations on tourist camps in a way 
that rc\'cakd th e lilll extcl lt of the stigma held <l b'<l illsl th e tin-C;III­
ners. The law re(Juired all opcmtors of tourisl camps, defined as 
th ree o r morc ten ts, to maintai n a d istan ce of t.en fect betwecn 
ten ts and to report 10 the StatC Uoa rd o fl-l ealth ~c\'ery case of slck­
ness" wi th in the camp. Any Viola tion of the law would conSlillilc a 
misdemeanor. punishabl e by a tcn dollar fi ne." It see ms excessively 
burde nsome for someo nc like Lcom Lewis to report every "case of 
sickncss" wi th in her cam p of two Ihousand . Th is law singled oul 
tourist C<lmpers ,L'l singularly "ulIhcalthyK potcmial agen LS of epi­
demics, following the gene]";11 Progressive-em patt ern of attempt­
ing to ~cure" the lower class o f iLS bad habits, A tourist camp owner 
challenged th e law in court , d enying the slat.e had Ihe righl to in­
tervene into th is way o f life so imrusi\'c1y. but the Flo rida Supreme 
Colin ruled o the rwise, Most not eworthy is that a camp owner. no t 
a lenant . brought. suit; it would bc decades before direct politica l 
aClio n became pa n of the lIIobile ho me culture of Florida." 

In the 1950s. the mobile ho me ind ustry ulH!cn ,'cnt a profound 
change, I~ecause ho using sho rtages during th e war had led to the 
usc of trailers as eme rgency dweilillbtS. th c first tfailers were eighl 
feet wide and co uld be transpo n ed by an automobi le. milking 
1.111..' 111 tru ly Illobile homes. Design changes ill the 1950s, howevcr. 
;1110\,'ed for the production of ~ t e n -foOl wi (lcs .~ which cOl lld o nly hc 
tnmsp0 rlcd down dua l-lanc h ighways by trucks, Less mobi le ami 
more comfortable to live in than their small er precursors. t('n-fnot 
wicles fueled a ver itablc explosion in mobile ho me sales, In 1940, 
th e natio n contai ned roughly 170.000 mobil e ho mes, and during 
thc nex t twent}' years, th is number increased to ovcr 750,000, Th e 

i. 81. l'I'I""~mIK "liMr.5, ! 7 Jannary 1 ~22; SI. l'I'fmlmrg /Jail)' hld'1H'lldrlli. 10 o.:tul..,r 
t922; Ko.d II . (; risnwr. "I'n'p;.ring F()r Tin f~l1Incrs: RL'S<,rI Citi.:s ,\tIol'( \';.";" ,,, 
i\ 1 t! lhod~: T/" '/ i/(l,;;1 N"",,'J. ( HI NU\t!m bcr Hlt l ); 3. 

S . "AI1 /\(:t Rcgul;uiug (hI! Opl!r.uiou ;md ~I a i" (l'n a"cl! of 'It.>luisl Gl llI pS ,- ~,n'lll 

.-Irls "'J/II(~jr,/'jli(l"'. 1'127, 2 "uk (Tall"lmss<:~·. 192.<1 ). I: 1 :\8:1- I ~fi: idem. ~" 11 
Act II) ,\",cnd C h;1 I't l'r IN t\l." r;"'m,,1 ,Iru fllllf I{l'!io/ "/;/JII;. I 'JJ!!, 2 \"Ots, ("[;.t t,,· 
has~c, J!l<IO ), I: 98(,.9&). 

9. "-/:flil II. CilJ r{Miflm;. fl Ill .. 1:-10 na. 46.,,> ( 1937). Tilt! ( OUl" I II"III'ld thl! righl uf 
",,,,,;c;p;. I;(;l'~ 10 ,.,:gul.HI! (otirisl camps, ((, tikr park.\. and ",m d!i.':'I. 
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firsl ten·foot wides made their debut in St. Petersburg whe n C. J. 
Stoll, ·'Mr. Mobileholllc," ofTt:rcd them for s.'lle. In 1962 came lwcl\'("­
fool wides, which then precipitated another sllrge of I.ra iler sales. 'G 

The growth of lmi ler parks accompauied the boom in mobile 
home sales. The Br.ulclllQII Trailer Park began in 1936 with 100 
spaces; by the early 19505, it increased tell fold to 1,093, becoming 
the largest lmile r park in the state. The city ofSanlsota mn ils own 
tr.l ilcr park of O\'e .. 900 spaces. MAimos\ all arc elderly. or approach­
ing that stage orlifc," reported a 1950 newspaper; "They arc aboll\ 
as live ly in a wholesome sor! o f way as you could wane. The shuflle­
board COllrts arc humming from mo rning till iO o'dock at night ." 
Suc.h a description resembled almost verbatim any n umber of pro­
fil es o f St. Petersburg's Mi rro r '--'Ike, a re tireme lll mecca of the 
sa me era. ~bny merchants in the cOllllllunitj es of Bradentoll ami 
SarasOla tho ught that these sc nio rs represen wd rn;tior contribu­
tors to th e local economy as consumers, although real estate inter­
ests d id not always agree Wilh this assessment. And consumin g was 
all a resident o f the Hradetl!on Trailer Park could do, as park resi­
dents were no t allowed to work- " 

Fi llingly, the firs t full-scale retire mCll t mobile horne commu­
nity bega n in S{. Petersburg in 1956, when Welbum Gue m se)' 
o pe ned Guemsey City, where th e original ten-fool wide resided in 
tribu te. Guernsey and Fred Wi lder panicipated in what became a 
n :\"ollllion in Florida retirement. thc pro lifcI"<llion of t'-'ailer parks 
as senior citizen havc ns, Developers like Ricky Bllcchino r the 
Frank Lloyd Wright of mobile ho mesM), James " Big J illl~ Phipps. 
E. C. Allen, and Sydney Adler c07ied up 10 th e Pork Choppers, a 
cadre of rural Florida lawmakers who exened considerable power 
in the Florida legislature, while making d irect appeals 10 would-be 
retirees in th e Non h by Q\'ertly pil.ching the Florida dream. "We set 
up a mobile ho me at th e Michiga n Sta te Fair with an ora nge tree 
and a palm tree and a cJosed-circuit TV,M Adle r explained in 1998. 
-and told people, ' Pllt yourself ill this picturc.'- To Adler, this ver­
sion of the Florida dream rese mbled , albei t o n a smaller sca le. what 
Hen l), Flagler had pron·ered in the 1890s: sun , citrus, ,ltld leisure . 

10. French ;md Hadden. "Slums: 22Q; Alfr"d A. King, "Th" Mobile 1·10111": f~t1'­

/wmir IfiljlrlJ 25 (Apri l I%li): I: OrI"ndQ Snllillt~ 6 Scpt"mb('r I !1J8, 
t I . 'f illl'll" I)"iiy Ti lfll';5., 15 M;lr"h 19,,0; ,I/lami 111'",/11, 23 ]:I11U;II) ' 19·18; "Tr'llilers AI''' 

nlG nusirlCllS on FIOIid;I's West CoaSI: dip iii", "Tourism: SI. ['CI" lllllll'l: 
Museum of Hislory, SI. I'"tcrsh"rg, ~'a . 
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I\y Iht, 1!I-IOs, n:lirt,t:s began wi1l1e ling in Florida, laking a(k'm«~e of 1 ... ..,1)' 
designed mobile homes «lid Ihe largesse of Ihe Ne"" \)e;11. which bl'SlOwt:d upon 
older Anl<'r;cans a steady, if mode.' I. income. Tro.iler 1);lrks emerged ;IS ha"ens for 
senior citizens who could el~o)' tl1l' Sunshiue Stale on a ti~ht budgel. um.,'3)' ofll" 
Lilmlry' ufOmgn'Sl. m"IIi"I,'fOll, o.c. 

O ll a labore r's pension. By 1960, mobile homes and re ti rement in 
Florida had become inextricably lin ked . Those over sixty-fi ve 
beaded nearly 40 percelll or all owncr-occupicd mobile homes in 
the Slale," 

In SI. I'cu:rshurg, howcver, Ihe powe rli ll H!al estate industry 
defined th e Florida dream more narrowly. As mobile homes be­
came poplliar in thc 1950s, developers were hasl.ily erecting subdi­
visions, the prope r suzerain of Ihe Florida dream. St ill . by 1950 
mobile h0111es had occo111e a po pular form of housing in Florida, 
especially in St. Petersburg, th e cily with the most tra il e rs in the 
Sla le ( 1.08'1). 1I,'lobile Ilomes relnained a constanL presence in the 
cit}' during lhe I 950s but ex plod cd ill popula rity during the 1960s, 
ro ughly 111irroring larger state and naLional tre nds (Table 1). In 
o ne WiI)', howe"e r. SI. Pctersburg's LI,"i!cr parks proved unique. III 

I:!. a'/alllit) S,"I;"/~ fi Scplt:mbcr 1998. 
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l :,blc I. Mobile 110 111(,'5 As I'cn:o:u! of [h.'cl ting UnilS. 195Q.-t9iO. 

Yea .. 51. Pete rsbu rg Clcan .. ~uc r Florida Uniwd Sla tes 

HIM) V:. J.G 2. 1 0.7 

'''''' 2.'1 2.0 :t7 U 
1970 11.3 13.9 6.9 '.1 

Sources; Dc p:l rtJ1w ll \ uf C.om nlcrcc. Bureau orthe Ct.-mus. C""JUJ of lIo!4.Jillg. 19,,(}. 
\'01. l. Gcllc ro l Ch :' r'aClcriSlir_" pan 2. t\J aboull;,-Gcorgia (WashillglOn. D.C.:. 1953) , 
Tab l e.~ .,:>, 17, a nd 18; idem . f960 Cn,mJ of llUll!iing. lUI. 1. Sta,es a nd Small An-as. 
pa ri 3, Dclaw,wc 10 Ind ian;. ( \\';I~ h i n glOn . D.C .• 1%3, Tabk-s <I ali(I 1<1: idem, 19iO 
V/llUJ of HfII/.Sing: 1I00WIIg of &";01' Cil;='$ (W;l~h i n gl0n . O.C .. 1973). l :,hl" '16: 
~lo l'i(b I)cp<t rtmcnl of Comlllunity Afla irs, (;.01'0:1110 1"'$ l:~k Force on Mohile 
llomc.~ (Tallahassee. 19i4). 2-3: I'ine li ;ls Oq )<,nmetU of 1'1;mning. Ik mogr:l llhic 
Stud)' of Pinelh< CoUnI)', ~lorida (Clean.~uer. 1973), 39. 

seve n 0 111 of ten trai le rs in 51. Pete rsburg in 1960, a person o\"e r 
sixty-five headed the ho usehold . almost do ubl e the sta tewide rate. 
T he It._ile r parks of SI. Pete rsburg rep resen ted another culLu ral 
vCll ue in wh ich o lder Ame ricans established a way o f life a t o nce re­
movcd fro m but still defined by the o utside world ." 

The reasons why se nior citizens o pted fo r this fo rm o f housing 
remain unclea r, but a m;yorit), o f 5t. Petersburg's re tirees o f the 
1950s relied 0 11 pensions or savings to support themselves. Retire­
ment fo r many had come involu nta rily. oftcn in the form o f a work­
related d is., bili ty, Wh ile no t p{)\'erty stri cke n, they wc re lIot \\·ea lthy. 
Their e ntire working lives they had read or seen advertise l11 ents 
about lhe playgroun d th ai was the SUllshi ne Sla te; marlY re tirees 
opt ed fo r the low cost o f a mobile ho me as a \\~dy of spend ing the 
winter in Flo rida witho m assuming much of a financial risk. T hei r 
residence became seasonal: un til air condi tion ing became mo re 
prevalen t in the la te I 96Os. al most all seniors in the tn. ite r parks 

I ~. Ik p.1n melll of C..,lIlmerce. I\ureau of Ihe Census. 196() U,/JII) of Housing, "01. 2, 
Me!ropolilall "Io using, pal'! 6 (W;l<h inglOn. D.C.. 19(3). lill/ 17-18: "iueltns 
Ikpar!men! of " Ianning. fkmogrllf!l!ir Slutly: f'i,,,/f'15 C.o,m/y. 1-1"";'/0 (C.Ic:.n.~u er, 
1973). 39. Ime reSlingl)', 5 1. re .cn~burg contained a smaller perce ll !:.gc or 
mobil" homes ( I L.:t pe rcen!) Ihan .,.h" r urb;miI.cd " reas in .he count)· in 1970: 
LargH .<wncl ,U IS.6 1lCrcell t. Ounellin :u 16.7 l)Crcent. ,mil Clean., ue r :u 13.9 
l)Crcenl. \-Iert one must be careful: mubile home parks \,U"ied in sociOo..'Conomic 
SI,t!US. Ne"',:r p"d,s lended 10 h:.\"C many '''' ... ':r mod els o f 1l1Obile hUIl.es . hal 
cnSI ne:.rl)' a.~ much as 'Ill :t .. erage housc: sec W"hcr I'. ruller. SI. Pd,.w",'g ,.,,,1115 
l 'topI, (SI. " e!eDburg. 19i2). 2 10. 
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packed up and departed around Easter, return ing again in the fall 
to li\'e il\ dose-knit communities of li ke-minded souls." 

Mobile homes also allowed vulnerdble JIlcmile rs of society, espe­
cially widows, a chance to live the sweet. life in Florida , A salient fea­
ture of fhe ulli ler parks \\""S the predom inance o f older single 
felllal c.~. III 1957, single females inhabited 26 percent of the uni ts at 
Wilder's I)a rk, and over two-thi rds of them were either widows o r di­
vorcees, Likewise, unmarried women lived in roughly o ne OILI of 
four trailers at the Br;'ldenton Tr.liler Park in 1954. By 1972, single fe­
males occupied 43 pe rce nt o f lhe un its at Wilder's, and nearly o ne­
third of the park consisted of hOllsing fo r \\~dows. Flo lida's trailer 
parks refl ected the "femi ni7 .. ation~ of aging in America, the trend of 
wives olltlivi ng their husbands, especially among the superannuated. 
~Trailer U'ashH included gr.1l1dmothers in large nu mbers, " finding 
wh ich complicates the veil' notion of ~tlllsh H as asocial construct, im­
plying that women no longer of breeding age have no real ,"<lIue, l~ 

In o ther marc tangibl e ways. American society ill the late 1950s 
came to th e same conclusion: the lives of older women did not 
cou nt as much as older men. A ,,,idow living alone faccd a more lin­
certain life than did a widower, especially before t,hc passage of 
Medicare in 1965, In 1959, nea rly 70 percent of women ove r six ty­
fi ve in the United Stilles lived in pOl'erly .. Across the board , women 
rcccivI!d fewe r be nefi ts than men. When, in 1962, t\'fi chael Har­
rin gton t.:xplored the "othe r~ America of pOl'crly am id p lenty, he 
selected Louise W, to represent the hardships endured by llIany 
older America ns. Louise W.'s life of isolation and withdl~ .wa l in 
cold New York cont l~\sted sli.ukly 10 the sun-splashed leisure of a 
Flo rida traile r park, Widows see king to escapc Louise Vl. 's fate, who 
desi red 10 wimer in Ihe Su nshi ne State, faced the decisio n of where 
to lil'e. "Ren t hogging"jacked up the seasonal rates fo r apanmCIl LS, 
leavi ng widows with the choice of buying a ho use or a mo bile 

1<1. t,..,ing L Webber, Th, /1,1;.,.,1 l'ot",IIII;,," rtf .'II. I'rl...wu-X: II!. C/wmrln"iJ/;(.1 mill 
Svrj/ll S;I.w/j"" (T,tl lah:L'I..<ee, 1950). 2:'-33: Wilti ,un H. H,.,.t:<1l. -('.oIl1I"lllli l\· 
A(bp"lIiol1 10 ,he t'rCM:llce of Aged l'erliOllS: St. l'eum;I",,)!:, Flm;""- "'",,,,,m;, 
jm"''''' 0/ Sori(J/ogy £;9 Uanllary 195-1 ): 338: Wilder illlen';e\\,. As an examl)le uf 
the se:lwn:llity of the life: a, Wilder's 1';lrk, ,he newsifuer ceased ill l"le " pri l 
am! h. :g;tn ag:.in in late OClOber. 

t 5. I)irectory of RcsidenlJl, Wilder's Mobi le I'ark. 7 Oe(emher t9,,7. 15 No\'emh('r 
1972, pti'~llcly "wm~. The direclul)' dislinguishes betwe .. n "Mrs." and "Miss." 
Alt thn."e ident ifi.'d a.~ "M I~." who were li"ing a tone I cuu"ted :IS widuws " r 
di"'Jn:ces. Fur M:llisli(~ nil 1\1~"lcnton , sec C.C, 1-IO}·t, "nle Lif(' (If the Retir.:d in 
"Tr.<ilcr I';lrk." t\",,,,;((wjOtlJ'Jwl o/Soci(J/OK] 49 (At,ot 1954): 31.,2. 
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• 
• 

Ti" .... "" [()lIriSIS fl oda:d [() Flo,; cI :, in the 1920$. SO' lI ing up impromptu c:nnps un 
lhe urlJ,ul rringo;: . like this 011(' in Tampa in 19'1O. Whi'" man)' ~l()";da communities 
welcomed Ihe lin <"<l llm::rs. ulhers considered lhese lOuri.~ts to be cheap and Ilbrq :.. 
mabie. COIm ay ollh~ U.,illt'J"Sily oISo"II< Hond" SII«;III Co/If'(lilms. ·/i''''/I'I. 

home. A typical mob ile home migh t cost onc·third Lhe price o r tb e 
same-size house. Given that Social Security bc ne li ts a llowed fewer 
optio ns, widows almost by default selected a mobile home.'6 

While life at a trailer park o lTered older wornell unique oppor­
Ul nities. i\ a lso posed ce rtain dangers. The li rsl crime the Wilder's 
Park News mClllioned im'olved a r-,'Iiss Ca mpbell who. in 1959, was 
auacked downtown on Ninth Street South . An assailant gn.lbbcd 
her pu rse and broke her arm. Vlhen Beulah Foster. a widow. fe ll 
and "bro ke herself u p," she faced surge ry and incurred med ical 

16. l)(·parunent of Health. Education . aud Wc1 r:m,. Sod;,1 &ctni t), AdminislI:ltioll. 
SOCill/ .W",,!] IJ"llrli,,: l \ muwl Slflli.If;W/ .<i1l11i1P",",1 (Wa.\hington. D.C .• 197'.l ). ~ • 
.'",2; Mich<lcl U<ln ington. T~, 011<,.. Ammrn; l 'U!It'f!] ill 1/'" Uniled Slfll~ (Ncw York. 
19(2). 101· 102; SI. 1',Im-J.llllg 1iml\S, IR April 1962. For example. according to 

1!);,9 ligll"'.:s. d isabled mcn rcceivl,d an a\"t;r.tge of $9 1.90 pn month . ",hih: 
women go! $76.10. t\ It-scd !w()ob..,dmom !niler in St. I·(·tcrsbltrg suM fi,r S I',!)[,. 
comp<ln:d !o !he che<lpc:sl !wo-bcdH)()Il1 hOIlS<: going f" r $,1500. O lher studi"s 
h,,,,,, contir"'ed :t 300 percell! price d ifferen ce: sec M:oq.p.rct J. Dn u),. Mobi" 
If",,,,,,: Tilt UmKo/t'lliud 1("10111/;011 hi tlml'riffUl H Olllil/I{ (Ne"" York. 197"l ) . 102·103. 
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expe nses. Five months Ialc r, she rCl\lnH:d 1.0 Ohio. Th e stories of 
Campbdl and Foster indicate Ihal widows and elderly women were 
particularly vuln erable 10 the vicissitudes of life , one mishap away 
from undoing. Although 43 perce nt o f a ll seniors had some fo rm 
of health insurance by 1958, they receh'ed less th an their pro por­
tional share of med ical (<treY 

Olher dangers also lurked within tr:lile r parks. Park operators 
orten took advantage of sin glc women , p;lrticu larlywido\\'s \\'ho lived 
in the same traile r lo r a long period of time. Allhough Fred Wi lder 
claimed 1I0t to exploi t. widows. he knew of ot her parks thaI did . of­
te n b)' evicting them. In o lle legal case from Palm Beach County, a 
si ngle woman was kicked o ut of her traile r park, eve n though she 
had paid a rear's rent in ad\~mce. artcr the park managemen t 
claimed she had viola ted park rules and regulations. Park managt.:­
mClll cominucci to Mharass" and ~anno( her afle r she broughl suit 
against the park. O nce evic tcd , widows could nOt simply transpOrt 
the ir mobile home 10 a new park; olien , they had to buy a new mo­
bile home to brain entl)' t.o another park. The F1.orida Supreme 
COli n lenned slIch pr,lcticcs "n;taliatOl), evic tions,~ finding them 
paniwlarly reprehensible. As one legal scholar concluded . it is ("as­

ier to evict a m.obi le ho me owner from a park [han i[ is 1,0 evict a 
leascholding tenan t. Even FIOJida law conspired lO make life lo r a 
widow. or ally mobile hOl11e owner in a trai ler park, L1n ea..,),.,~ 

In o the r ways. tho ugh . life illside the trailer park for o lder sin­
gle women did not (ontain the same level of gender bias as in the 
\\'orld a t-large. Th e shutTle boa rd team al Wilder's was co-cd . Except 
fo r one year. at least half the park olli ce rs were women. and in 
man)' years. all the officers we re remale. Since the park offi cers 
were responsible lor organi zing gro up ou ti ngs and ol her park ac­
tiviti es. Ihese posi tions c llIailed a measure or autho rity. Yet , 
Wilde r's W;IS n OI a ho thed or egalitarianism. Starting in 1965 and 
for n ine of Ihe nex t eleven rears. Bill Reynolds was elected chair­
man . \'Vhereas wOlllen we re allowed t.o panidpa l.e wilh men in sev­
era l activities as equals. milch evidencc poims to pressure to 
segrcbra le the sexes. Orte n me n were e ncoUl"aged to play cards and 

Ii. \\'iMnj /'mk Nn'!J. 16 NOW:IIlu..'f 1964 . 5 April 1965; Odin W. Amlt: rsun. ·n'f 
V"t'lI~)' "~"'libr;"tn: l"rivML omll',,/>/ir F;III11lrilig if Ilmlih ('.(Iff ill /hf V,m",1 S'"/f.J. 

187'·1%' (New I·t;,\·cn. Conll .. I !H'>H). 17·1- 175. 
18. Wil<.kr illtcrv1cw; I'a/m III-wI, Mobi'" 110>111'1> 111(_ Ii. Sir/Illg. 1-7{/ .• 300 So.2<1 riK I 

( 1974):J:1I11(!S C. llauscr. "Ttl<: Mohik I·tome Slanu<,: Is II rhe 5ohui01l or b II 
Iht' I'ruble".?- Horid" /l", jOlm",I ,.9 (Apri l 1985): G(i . 
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women to at te nd a show Oil flower arrangemen ts. l~ Each o f the pot­
luck din ners had a fe male hostess, never a male. Pe rhaps this ex­
plains why the poem MTrailer \Vifc" ap peared in aile of the fi rs l 
issu~s of the park ncwsleUer. The last stanza reads: 

He fi shed o ut in the sun , 
fulfilled a ll his wishes, 

She cooked three meals a day. 
Washed , iro ned , and d id the dishes.1" 

Leisurel y fi shing and day-to-day chores do n OI cOllvey the full 
range of ani vi ties lII lderta ken by scni ors at the tra iler parks. T he so­
cial ca lendar never lac ked engage men ts: potl uck d inners. sh ulTl c­
boa rd . dances, slide shows, card games, and Bible classes made for 
a busy schedu le, just as Ihey did fo r the reside nts a t the Brade nto n 
Trailer Park. In earlr 1957, there was a Mpark marriage" at Wilde r 's 
when people from a{ljoining lraile rs fou nd each other and wed. 
Braden ton 's reside nts listed "Soda bili l( as the most appeali ng pa rt 
o f park li fe. doubtlessly a se nt iment shared by those in Wilde r ·s."' 

Even a subject. like taxes received a lepid response at Wilder's in 
the lale I 950s. At the time, a Illobilt.: IlOlne owner had 10 rebrister with 
the Dep,u11llent of MOlor Vehicles and pay a tag fcc . Any im provl.-"­
Illcnts such as a c ll)(lIla 0 1' Clr POrt fel l 10 the COllnty 1.0 tax as real prop­
erty. Pa)mel1t of this tax d id not seem LO concern park residents. 
Instead, most wonied alx nll the effi clell<:Y fro m t.hc park's elected 
board, and romeclIllcd fo r a mo re fonnal ammgement in which c<lch 
u'ailcr co nllibll ted twenty-five cents to cover expenses like flowers fo r 
bcrell\"CllIent lind illnes..o;. 11lis tendency to act liS a group sho\\'I..'<\ how 
AmCli cans built up ~sociil l capi ta r through an a rr.IY of associations 
lhal foste red a sense of community. Some commCIlt'l lOrs h;l\'c dl.-'Clied 
the loss of such cOIllIIHlI1i t)'; Amelica liS now more commonl), ~bowl 

alone, ~ to IISC Robert D. Putnam ·s metapho r. J ust as Alexis de TOCqIK'­
ville d iscerned of Americans in the carl )' nine tee nth ceIHlII)'. lhe resi­
dents onVilder's Park joined together 0 11 all almost nighlly basis.ft 

19. For .h" )'t:a r:! 1969. t970. 19ii. and 1979. aU p:.rlt HfTiCCTli werc fe nl" lc. In 1%5. 
onl), ull e "11111 ,111 ,""IS c1l:cled. For c:\rdpl:tyill).:. sec Willlt'T! !'mll N",!j. 20 J "I1U:II), 
1958. 

20. lI'i!dns l'mli Nn,.·.\, I I March 1!Jf>7. 
2 I. Ihid .. t5 fdll·ua ry 1957. I't J:um:ory 1!J5i; 1'10)" , "Tr:. ilcr 1',,,·It .- 3&1-366, SI. 

!'~It'Tlbl'l'g T;II"~. 28 Nm'cmbef I9&). 
22. !tohen I) . 1' lIIl1a lll . " Bo"'ling Alollc: t\IIlCl'iCOI 'S Dccl ining S<->e;<l l Capil:.! ." JounUlI 

ojIJrmlXm(),fi O:tllu:,ry 1995): for,..iS, 
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Of co urse, racial homogenei ty helped to foster that imabtincd so· 
cial COl l l~i()1I . The park relnained all \\'hitc through L1le 1990s. Accord­
ing to the 1960 Census. the d istdct in which Wilder's \\',IS located and 
Ihe o ne to the immediale Ilonh were both overwhelmingly whitc.'l:I In 
a stud)' o f I.he Br';ldcnto n Trailer I)ark in 195·1, ule author's assumption 
that h is reade r would knoll' Ihal no b lacks lived anlong tha i re tired 
populatio n indica ted the de pth of Sl.1,rrcg'Hio n, Mobile ho mes re­
m<lined a [ltwlominalllly while fonn of ho us ing into the 1970s: less 
thml 2 percent o f Florida's tl lobile homes had it black head ofhoLlSt."­
hu ld in 1970, The Wilder's Park newsletter did n OI memion the word 
~ nebrro ~ IIlltil 1963, whe n edito r He nry Crossley C'lldorscd Isaiah Wi ll­
iams fo r the Distrin 5 scm o n the Cit)' Com mission: MI have never Ix:­
fo rc voted lo r a ne~ro but feci he is the k~"Cr of two evils her(:.~ 

Crossley cOll1e nded that Williams "wi ll be 0 11 his mcttle to uphold h is 
racc ill th e COlllnlllll it )'," Sllch a ll c ndo rsel1lel1l. hOll'e\'cr. explai lls nei· 
ther the meial alti tudes of tnlllsplall tcd olde r whi tes nor the persis­
tellcc of r;1(.ial hOlllog(!ncity in the t,miler parks in Florid:l. Why did 
bla('ks not pu rsue this low-cost 1'0 1'111 of hOllsin~? As evide nccd by th e 
d is(I'imination againsl ll'iduws, park managers exerted trctne ll(\OtLS il l' 
tluc tln: in se\ccting te na nts, Slrict dc Elcto color lines worked 10 de­
ftlse tIle dl:lrgc of - u~li lcr tTash - hllrled by a cOlltcmpl UOLls 1lI ;~jo ti ty of 
ho nleoWt lCI'l> , Tll(' al l110st tutal \\'hi tcnes.'i of pa rk reside n ts lnilTored 
the 1~ lci al cOln position of mher suixlivisic )lls ,.f llOslwar America,1' 

Wilde r 's operal ed unde r a slriCl systc m of confo rmi t),. Re peal­
edly, art icles in the nc wslette r llrged residents 10 maintain thei r 
propcn ics: M\VC ho pe Ihat with sUllie improveme llt in Ollr wcalher 
WI' will see som e improvemcnt in t i lt: )~IITIs of a fe w of oltr resi­
dems,- Those who did Itot conform to establislled nurms-the ICI\' 
young coupl es. in pilnicular-gol p ublic re m inders a boul reduc­
ing noise of newborn babi es. Ulllwknownst to th e reside n ts o f 
Wilder 's, as t.he Nc\\' Frolltie r (\ ;\wllecl , a thr loude r hue and U ) ' 

WOIl id soo n intrtlt\e it l lO the ir Ilmll lifac illred tra llqu il ity.1.' 

</3, Ikp"n llwnl oft:onmw ru ·. £lur,,;ul or Ihe I :'·,n~"s, C .... u,,_, .';<1"" 'fi""I"h"/, I'" ... ,· 
bill!!. 1'.160. Fin .. 1 K<:[lt'>rl l'UC (1)· 156, \\'i l<l.'r\ ~i!s in !,~,n : . .'05. which in 19GO 
h;,d IW •• -N",;ro,,'- , ,," uf " (ol:<l l)(.]>" lal;on (,f 3.,')~(), Tr;,el 2()(i \'~l' ~JI'I ,6 p.;rr~m 
",10 ;1" , 

~H . \\ 'j{ll,.,.\ I'mlt ''"'''''', 11 ~ I ;tl'd l t!'C.:{: Ik panll l"ul or CtJI nlt ... r'~. I\urf!au of (h .. 
{ :'·tt~ U~, I '.I7{1 1 :n'.'I1~ if HOI .. i,,/?,: Mubil~ 110/11'" (W:L<h; ' ll:lUn, n.c., 1!l73). I , s.,., 
" h .. Fro 'twh " .. d 11;1\1<1<- '1. ·ShUIl ',- :t2:t. F"r a Ir<:a lll l('l1 l ,,/'suhllrhia anrl di.,.. 
n imi l1ali{)ll, "".' " " ",wlh '1', .1,,0'1(."(>1 •• Cmbgm"" ,.-,,,,,,,;"'7 TIl' S" lmr/,(II11UI/um of ,I!, 
fl"i/'11 ;0;/111'> (N"", y, .rl<, ItJSc. ) , :t·tl . 

:t,'" \I''''',~ . \ I'mk "'!'!v.', 5 j :'''(1'''1' l!lr,A, 12'/:lIIu,u, ' I!I,,!I, 
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In Dece mbe r 1960, a Sl. I)etersbu rg police office r slopped 
Wilde r 's residenl Kay lleamo n and g-<l.ve her a ticke t ror rail ure to 

yield the riglu.ol:way. Heamon protested the cita tiO I1 a l1d at police 
headq ua rter.; was told to pay a fift ee n dollar fine. Under a headline 
Ihat sc reamed wFincd \",lilho UI A Hearing," ed ito r Crossley was 
aghast. wThis is not a police statc,~ he rumed. ~l\Vle' re nOI GU ILTY 
just because a man in a un ifonll wri tes a T icket. " Th is min or inci­
d ent underscored lhe growi ng tellsion in St. Petersburg thaI pi lted 
generation against ge nera tio n. Retirees rrom the North \\'ere sup­
posed 10 be buyin g houses and spe nding mon ey lUl l instead W('I'C 

living in mobile ho mes and e;tting potluck d inners. Theil' fixed in­
comes dema nded rrugality, and their rrugali ty in lUi'll made Ihem 
u ndesirable imbibe rs or Ihe Florida dream , buil! on the fa ntasy or 
co nsp icuous consllmption . The ti rst bau le ove r "trailer trash ~ in 
American histol), had begun."" 

In 1957, the year that Wi lde r's reached maxi mum occupa ncy, 
the llIob ile hOllle business in Sl. Pete rsburg ' .... IS boo ming. Parks 
had opened up a ll ove r town. The 51. Petersburg Tra iler 5hufTI e­
boa rd League main tai ned eigh t actil'e parks. Some Iwelvc mobile 
home-rehued busin esses sat alo ng iI fO ll l'tecn-block sU'e\Ch o r 
Fou rth SO'eel North . By 196 1. sOllie thirty-th ree tra iler parks d id 
busin ess wi th in cily limilS.\!7 Yel, the average mlue of a hOllse in 51. 
Pctcrsburg in 1960 slood at $12,000, co nsiderably higher than ei­
Ih er Till !! ])a or J acksollville. r.,.IOl'co\,cr, almOSI I ,i nc~tenths o r lh t:: 
ho using in 51. Pete rsburg rated as Msound ,M co mpared 10 thret:. ... 
qua n cl's ror Tampa . AlmOSI half of 51. PClcrsbul'g's housing un its 
had been buil t between 1950 and 1960. a greater pcrce l1lagc th an 
in l a mpa. J acksonvi llc, or Miami Bcach .~ 

5t. Petersburg's hOllsing marke t, despite the large numbe r of 
mobile homes, exhibi ted relative health in 1960. but the situatio n 

26. Ibid .. 23 I)t'''emlx'r 1\160. 
~7 . Cil] 1Ji~1Qr)' , SI. I'#mbufg, Hvrida: 19'7 (Rid",.\>,,!! , Va., 1957). 017 (utue 

I'ages): Greltter St. Petershurg Cha m\)er o ffA.>lIlmerce. Mcetin).: "r the l\oar!! or 
Governor'S. ~8 December 196 1. Mi" "I~ 1961-62. n.p. 

28. J)q',II,ment l.rCommerce. l~un,:1U 0 1 Ihe Census, 19(.0 Cn'SNJ of " PItS.,,/!, \'01. I , 
St;\lI,'$ and Small Arc;lS, pan 3, 1)e1 ; ' "~lIe 10 Ind i" " " (Wa-<hinglUn. I) .C., 1963). 
I I : 5: s ... e :.Iso R. Ikuce S .... phe" '\o l1 . V;J;O/" of fA"': 1' ""inmIMtIlOIi.fm. Urbn ,l 
l 'IIIIIII;"g. IIIld Cil] IIl1ildillg;1I SI. ' >'Im/mfg. Hori,/(I 1900-' 99.5 (Columbus. Ohin. 
19'-)7), 11 (/ . While StI'plu:nsn n rightlr 110 t('d Ill(' "hon ..... " ·c r;.ge \~. Iu e of S .. 
l>e u; I'Sburg'$ hour ... in 19(iO. he d id 1101 de.eet thc d rop ill housin); st:n'LS Ih:O l 
~lOn roliowl,"<1, nul' d id he inclmk the prulircr;lI i(\u o r mohile Immes tlt :1I <0 

ch;'I':l(,h: ri zed S .. I 'et~'rsburg ~nd " inctlas Courrl)' durin).: the year'S o r his studr. 
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began 10 change dmslically tlle rl:artcr. The 110using market sllfTered 
a dra matic downturn, ;\ situation that city booslers miglll have 
wc,n hcrcd , had it nOI coincided with larger cOllcems ove r how to 

change the c.ily's image. In 1959, SI. PClcrshurg received applica­
lions fo r 4,37 1 ~dll'e llillg uni ts~: 111'0 years lal er, lhis 1H1IulX"r 
dropped 10 2, 143; and by 1966. Ihe nllmbe r o fapplicalions plunged 
10 1,24;1. a decl il1cof 62 percent. Simull<lIlcousl)', during the IWCIII )"­
year span bcginning in 1950, Pinel las CoUlllY experienced Ihe larg­
eSI ahsollll e increase in Ihe Illllllbe roflnobile homes in lhe state , so 
Ihal by 1970.9.8 pe rcent o f all dwcl linbl"S in Ihe COlLnt)' were mobile 
h0111t~S . SI. Pel(:rshurg's pcrc(!lllag(! of mobile ho mes exploded 
fro m 2.4 percent in 1960 10 ll .~ percenl ill 1970. These slatistics 
rel·callhal. during the ca rly 1960s as lhe mobile home industl"}' in 
S1. Petersburg thrived , the housing markel waned . A crisis of confi­
dence plagued cily leaders, and Ihe battle OI'er image lhal begnll in 
lhe late I 95()s spilled into Ihe housing market. :!I 

Agai nsl lh is backdrop, Nonney P. COX 1I"0n a seal on Ihe SI. Pe­
tersburg City Comm issiun in r>.by 1961. As soon as Cox wok his 
scat , he hegan "pcppcri ng~ Cil }' I-Iall wi l h a "series of conl.rol'("rsial 
proposals,H includ in g it piau 10 force mobile home OII'lIers to lake 
their hOllse Ir<lil(~ rs Olll all public higll\\~ \)"s fo r at leaSI fOllr ho urs a 
111011111. ('.ox w<llllcd proof lhal a house Irail er was Iru ly mobile. For 
Ihost' Ihac were nOI , he proposed that stich fixed struct ures incu r a 
locall angible perso nal pro perty lax to IX' asses.~ed atlhe same mill­
age ra te as n~ .. 1 property. Cox estimated thai ""a l least H nine thou­
sa nd of lh e cuunty's sixtee n thousa nd housc trailers werc 
"~rourl(ledn il l SI. Pelersburg. Trailer park n !sid(!nIS paid le ll dol­
lars per year to register t.heir mobil e ho mes Wilh lh e Slatc; under 
Cox's plan , Iheir lax bi ll wou ld have reached betwee n S75 to $ 150 
pe r year. '" Although Cox received th realS as well ;~ calls of suppOrt, 
he was adamant ill his determination to raise t;l)(es. 

SI.. Pe te rsburg and all Florida have become a SOrl of lax 
welfare stale our 1l10HO should be: "Scnd liS all rOll r 

pcople who arc Oppos(!d 10 paying (axes and we' ll lake 

2'.1. F1IlIcr. St. f', tmbmg, 2.'1R: Florid ~ tkp"nm"1I1 "rC:OIIIlIl II Uil\" Aff:l i~, (:o,""'l</r" 
'''"It fr,lr, "', M lII,i/I' 111./"''' (T'IUOIt,;.'iSt;C. 197") . 3--1. Ilc l .... C(·1I ]9f,o :lIId 19;0. 
I';ndbs CCl llllly J.:"illc'\ I ~1,372 nlnhik hnl u(.~. 

:'iJ. St. f';tn J·b'''K ·n",,,·, ~K Nmelllbc r ]%1 . ('.ox llIiJ.:hl h","" gOI("11 his " ' X idea fi·om 
Ilw l!.Iu l .'laIC Iq;;',lalllrc, ,,·h ir.h h,,(( lI oOlI('<I,h is ide;. :orm'l1d bUI "him;I!f'I)' .\i,1 
nul ~·na c I il . 
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care of them." The o ld saying, ~NOlhi llg is sure but death 
and taxes," does not apply here. Only death is sure ... 
We 're headed toward nOlhing but trai lcr parks and sho rr 
ping cc nte rs.~l 

No ot.hcr commissioner o\'c nly supporlcd Cox, but some ex­
pressed a mi ld desi re for fill'lher study. Park owncr Fred Wildcr was 
convin ced th at the reaso n Cox pic ked a fight with Lrailerites was 
bccause Cox was a comra(.lor, a builder o f low-cost housing whose 
business had suffcred ." Whatever Cox's motives, his proposal 
foum] a s),lIIpathetic audie nce in some quart,e rs. The St. Pf lp.rsbll)'g 

Times weighed in with an editorial that seemed to endorse Cox's 
plan . I-I,eadlin ed ~The Problem of ' Immobile' Homes," thc edito­
rial unequivocall ), stated lhat it was "U1~jus t to Olher taxpayers, liv­
ing in conventional homes subj ect 1.0 normal taxes," fo r mobile 
horne own en; to ;oescape~ wi th just a SIO annual tax bill . The choice 
o f words here W;:IS remarkable : "collventio nal" and ~ normal ~ de­
scribed non·trailerites; trailer park residents were the antithesis, 
ullcollventional and abnormal. Yet. unlike the 1920s when auto­
campe rs carried the label ofMlIn h ealLhy~ and ~cheap," these hiler 
incantations lived in -el<lboratc~ structures that cost l ip to 15,000. 
In ilS nex t saJvo, the editorial qu ickly ack nowledged that "many 
tr.t iler-dwelle rs" lived in incxpe nsive lmile rs on Ilxed incomes. 
Somehow, a !lew lax law lI1\1st accou ll t for such disparit)" but any 
law wou ld still lead tO:ln ~cxodus l o f rnobil e hOl11 es 1 from the cit),," 
The Times did not seem too tro ubl ed by this potelltial flighL" 

Their \\'<1)' of life challcnged a.~ nl.,,'er before, the residents of 
Wi lde r's did whal many in their generatio n were indinl.-d t.o do: vol­
untarr association. To the residents of \Vilder 's, Cox's tax plan \\~lS 

about ~c.hasing mobile hOTllI.'S Ollt of SI.. Petersburg.~ To them, the 
plimary point at issue was not highcr taxes bu t rather the light 1.0 live 
as thcy pleased . Residents were urged LO wlite le tters, as well as regis­
ter to VOle, Previously, they had conccrned themselves with the mellu 
of potluck d inners and keeping the area beneath their t ra ilen~ free o f 
cluller, Suddenly, they became engaged in pol itical Iheate l~ passing 
out pink cards arollnd town lhat read: -These arc mobilc homc dol-

:I I. Ibid .. ~ NOI'cmher 1961. 
3:l. Jbid .. 29 NO"cmber 1%1; Wilder inle .... 'jew; SI. !'Ilm /m rg Tin~ 12 ])ecember 

1961. Cox cl;Jim~ In hall: sold his fi n<1 house fm' S~ , 7r.o. 

33. St. Pt/mlm l'/; TiIll'S. 30 NO"cmbe r 19I; t . 
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lars. Cox don't want 'um, do you?~ E\,entually. as radio commentator 
Paul H,\I""l'cy a(h~scd his tmiler-dwelling listeners to stay away from Sl. 
Petersburg, the entire nation became a\\~lre of the controversy. Angry 
1"(!sidents of Wilder's and other parks flooded newspapers with letters, 
as the Tillll'.'J·acknowledged: "1lle Times Forumli<lS received more let­
lers on this subject LCox's planJ than any olher in a long while.")! 

Obviously, Cox had touched a raw Hel .... e that spo ke to Ille quin t­
essential American quesl fo r self-{iefini tion . Sl. Petersbu rg in lhe 
early 1960s engaged in an overt attem pt to redefine itself by chang· 
ing ils image through the destnlClion ofiL~ P'I.~ l. It. removed its Mf:i_ 
mOlls" Gree n Benches and tore down the Casino o n IJ1C (:nel of the 
Mill io n Dollar Pier, installing Mmodern ~ repiacelllellls to COllnter the 
demograph ic fact that Ihe city \\"dS the oldesl in lhe nat jon in 1960. 
Cox and his allies, hO\\'c\,cr, extended the battle o\"cr St. Petersburg's 
image to include prim te property and specific indh~dllals. Residen ts 
of\Vilder's seemed prelernatlll<illy to understand Cox's TlIot.il'es and 
vigorously defended the identity they had forged , one thm Cox asso­
ciated wi th "shopping centc r~t and a chanbring landscape that d id 
not include homeownership. The sheer number of mobile home 
owners \\~IS overwhel ming. Following its somewhat cri tical editorial 
on November 30. the SI. Petersblllg Time5 ran scveral nmteli ng arti­
cles, culminating in a December 18 editoriallhat adm iued Mlhe has­
sle over a tax on mobile homes is doing lhe til)' untold damage.M,"1 

The cit)' commission repealed Cox's u-:l.iler mC'l.mre soon after il 
\\~I." passer! , and by earl)' 1963, Cox had fall en into such a vulnerable 
political position lhatthe com mission voted to censure him."; In 1965, 
Cox lost his scat on the cOlIllTl is,~ion , finally realizing he had "hlll1." 
himsclfpolitically "many limes.M Rut to U1C cnd, Cox wondered about 

:'14. 1t';1d".~ ",.,11 N ... ,J.I, L I December 196 L. 8 J<lnu~r)' I%:.!: Wilder inlcn'icw: .'i/. 
1',,".J!,m'1: Tim,l, " Dc:cclUh.-r. 22 n .. :(;elllilcr 1961 . 

3r •. Fur:l LI"t':UllIeIU ur s\. I'e len.burg ·s 1Itle lllpl lU rt:ddine iL~ image, see Lee [rby. 
"Ruing Gcronlupolis: Old Peopte, Green l\.cnches. and Trdiler Tmsh ill SI. 
l',' ler;hurg, n "rid" . l 'Jlj).19iO ( ~I.A. lhesis. Un;"ersily uf Soll lh Flflrida. 19')1)), 
ch:,p. 3: .'il. ""mb",!: Timl'$. I I! I)" .... :nober l!)Iil . 

36 . .'il. f'nmbuI"Y; "J'i"uJ. hi April t !)Ii:.! . Tho: cil)' cou"ci l passed :, tit.'·d,wirI ordlrl :U1cC 
in Feb",,,,.)' Il' at ""o,,ld ha\"t~ 1"<.'(I" in:<I all mohile homes to be anchon:d "'ilh 
enough suppo n 1<) wilhsta nd 25 mph winds: ibid ., oj .Ianll:" ) ' 19(,3 . Th o: el l}" 
,:o llncil cC rl sll red O:lx arl~'r he ~cClL",d Cil)' '\\:lr1;1Ae r Lynn Andl"!'ws of b~'i n lj 

racially pnjudiced. This inrid"nl stemmed li'um Andrew" den)'ing a (;Ixi cab 
p"l1uillO :m African Amo:ric;on drh·o:r. Andu: .... 'S cil" ' \lhf" drh-er 's SpOil)" n·("(,rd. 
while Cox suspe(;It.-d An tl rews of denying l ice" ~e W :I memb" .. of a *mirluri l)" 
grollI': For Cox lO publici), illmko: lho: ~ I"CC cnd" in L9I;3 flnl )" und" I1iCorc;s his 
h,lrd·ltl.da..si l)' political career. 
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the ~image" orst. Petersburg, <-'Specially as t.he rest of the counlly was 
becoming increasingl)' "mod. ~ Unrepentant, he called for an end 10 

"Socia l Secmity s lums~ and the adoption of legalized gambling. "If we 
pllt ( lip WitJl] tJ1C hal t, the lame, lhe blind, the discarded," he opined , 
"people are going to gel a false im pression of the city"'" 

The impetus behind Cox's dem ise was lhe Fedemtion o f Mobik ... 
home Owners. Without Cox as a foil. it is doubuul that the organ­
ization would have coalesced, T he first meel ing of lhe FMO look 
place in April 1962 a t Wilder's Park, wi th Hell ry Crossley and rep­
resentatives from other local parks in attenda nce. Its sole purpose 
W,L~ to lobby local governme nts, 1I0t to get invoh'ed in "individual 
park matters.~~ Given the legal consllOli nls of "re laliatol), evic­
lions," mobile ho me owneni who rented it iot could not exen much 
pressure on park operators lest the trailerites be evicted them­
selves. The FMO be{f.1Il as a p urely loca l or{f.lIlization in 51. Peters­
burg, a cit)' a t the cuning edge of mobile home cu lmre since the 
1920s, but its formalion marked the begin ni ng of a national mo\'e­
men t. Never before had any gl"Oli p o f ~sligmatized nomads" ,u­
tempted to exert political pressure in a coordinated manner. If onc ' 
conside rs l.hal a \,:\SI m;yority of Lhe u~,li leri LCs \\'e re retirees. and 
that th e A"!lOc1at ion fo r the AdvanccmCIll o f Re tired Persons did 
not organize until 1955, an argument might bc made t.hat the F~'IO 

\\':\s among th e first "gray power~ movements in the COlUlIl1'.ltI 
T he l' lpid growth of the H.'IO indicated t.hal seniurs ,!Cross th e 

state shared similar fea rs o f being exploit.ed or singled out.. By ea rly 
1963, less than a ycar aft e r its founding, the H.,tO claimed fi fteen 
hundred paying mem bers and was expa nding sl,atewide, de te r­
min ed to defeat "UNFAIR LEG ISLATION & TAXES againsl liS. 

That's what wc ' rc gllarding abra insl with yOllr Dollars." T he !i;.1I11t: 

pressure to conform that demanded ncat lawn s now camc in 
h,md)'; repealedly, the Wilder's newslc lI,c r called fo r a "unit ed 
front. " in which e\'cl1' park me mber had 10 j oin the FMO. With 
dtlcs money, th e FMO hired a lobbyist to pressure stale legislators 
in Tallahassee during Ihe 1 96~ legislative sessio n. l;.lter in the year, 

37. St. l'dnW"'g Vail)' Iml'1N'lIIlml, 1 Apri l t9li5. lrun ic-.llIy. St. l'ctcp,bllrg fotl'","cd 
mudl of COX'$ po)t.dcfe:u ad\lec amt got rifl or the Green l\cnches; sec trbr, 
- Raljng Gcronmpo lis: e l.:,I" 3; Ar~c" ... ult . S,. l 'fln)/ltIrg. 313. 

3S. 1\'ifll,..J I 'm* N~,os. 16 '\1>1;1 196~. 
39. Shc'1·t R l )·tll"ll, '/lm /iug l'oi"l~ i,1 &Killl &('I" -;/J: fnnll "C;Il.n 110""- /i). "&.t ".,1 E1II;· 

IIfo",n'l - (S1anford, (,,,,I if" I9'Jfi), t ~3; U.S. "',."" &I UQrld lv/Xl,.,. r Seplcrnl,x: .' 
t !)1lO: 55. 
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the.' orb", niz.uion met with Sta te Senalor C. W. Bill Young, who in­
forllled thc IHe.'Ill\)ership about pending legislalion Ihal mig lH 011: 

fecI their pocke l books. Almost ovcrn ighl. t,he Fr\'IO had grown 
in t.O a polit ical force.' Iu be reckoned wi th , a group thal politicians 
C:\IIH~ to wi th hal il1 haml. "\Vc'rc gaining so fast in I1\nllbcrs,~ 

bnaSled Crossley, "the poli tic ians (Ullli' 10 us now 1('If ;lIls\\·crs.-1'1 
The fi ght over Amendmenl Fh'c in 1965 showed exactly how 

strong the Fr-. '10 had becomc across 1,1t(: Sla te . The bail ie again cen­
te rcd 0 11 taxes. Start ing in 196:\. <:OIlIlly tax collectors began assessing 
mobile hOl11c owners for pe rsonal prope rty taxes o n the ir traikrs, 
I\'hereas lraile ti les prcviously had bo ught a ten dollar vehicle tag. A 
lawsuit ensiled, and ill 19()5 the Florida Supremc Cou n ruled that 
"Irailers arc hOllsing a«OI1l 111odations~ nOI 1lI010r vehidcs, amll.h us 
cOllll lics could assess pe rso nal property taxes 011 lhem, H 1'0 drcurn­
vem this ruli ng, the FMO. a long with th c Florida Mobilc Home A')S()­
ciation. sought 1.0 havc a constit utional amendment placed 011 the 
Novemlx:r 1965 bal101Y Rd"t:rrcd 10 as Anu:ndmen l Fivc, the mea· 
sure pmpuscd to pe nni l mobile home owners to bny a vch icle tag in­
stead of paying personal propert}' taxes. Two of the lIlost \'ocllc rOlls 
opponcn ts to Amcndment Fi\'e were the }-lorida Horne Bllilder~ A ... 
sociation and the SI. Pf'IPrSlml'g Times, wh ich claimed lhat lhe <Ill1cttd­
rne lll. wOllld fosle r ,Il l llnf; li r lax sil.llal ion and urged iL~ defeat. The 
FMO, howcver, \WIS prepared to wage 100ai wa r. wTcll cveryone )'011 
come ill con laCI Wilh tn Vote YES on No. 5, ~ \Viltle r's nc\\'slctler ex­
horted. At parks such as Wilder's, anyone who needed a ride to I.he 
Ill) l1s JUSt had to sign up. After Amendment Fivc passed, Ihe Tillles 
SP('c ll ial,cd lilat the Yes votes in Pi nellas Collnt)', more numerous 
than expected , cUlluiblited migillily 10 tJ le cause. Florida had .~P() .. 
ken: trai1cri tes and re tirees now helped define Ihe Sunshinc Sl<lIe, 
alld tlle ir a ltitlldc lO\\~ \rds Inobile hOllies COIIU: lS1Cd wi th develope rs 
and civic boosters who had long dictated Ihe statc 's growt h." 

"fl . \ri!d,.,.·, I 'mll N",,'l. 2;-, ".,[l11 L;n)'. 2 1 On ol.wf. 18 NOI'cmt .... ·r 1%3.2:'> J a nu,,,'Y. S 
Fd ll1 l;11")' 190.:,. 

4 1. 1'"/rot''''''I''' 11. nQI~,"/II'. 1'1,1.. I i l So.:!d !'>:!6 ( 191;5). 
42. Tilt: FMI I,\ ('on~ is l s (,f p' L1·k Opc l",1I0 l"S :lI lfl act> : I~ ,. 11~Hk .ISS,xi'llio n. i ll CU Il II"'~ 1 

In Ihe !51"lLSS-"u<'L\ ' LSP CCI "r III" n ·IO; Wi,.", .. iIlI CI"\·;C,,". 

-13. SI. I'r/mblll'{t "f"im~~. 3 1 OcI.,Ix; ... 3 No\'cl1ll)t·" t96[,: \\r, /dl'O'S I'",~ """"'j. 18 Octo­
lit, ... 1 N",,·1ll1 .... r 1!1f>5. II'<>nicliI )', WHen in I'; !ldla~ G l Um) did 1l()1 a ppr"\"I' 
;\m <" Il<illlt·tLt ~"i'e , ,,"i lh ' l i.:.I3') N" a lld '11 .392 YI."'S. '111t: .'il. I'~''''lbmg Tim", 
;1 1'!:Ut."' 1. h"\\'e\·cr. th,,, II,,: Yes \'or ... ~ in l'inc1 b s ,,"erc mul'C llI!1ne l"O tlS Ih:", 
,·xpec,, ·rl. TI, <!..'-C I'.>la t.;; ;Lbo relc,d Ihe d hi dt.:d mind vI" I'illd l:t!; CUtLlI!)' res ide, '" 
when it ,·aUl c It> Ul o ilil,' h tl l1U'~. 
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By 1971 , the FMO contained over 25,000 melnbers and its or­
branization span lied th e Slal.e, '\Icmbership swelled to O\'cr 110,000 
in 1992, before dro ppillg somelvhal by decade's end , Any po lilician 
in Florida who tampered wit h the taxation o f mobi le homes faced 
immediate re tribution i ll the form ofa highly orbranizcd leiter writ­
ing cam paign. As mobile home Oll'l1e rs exe rted more poli tical 
dou t, mobile home milnll l~lct urcrs and park operalors culth"ll.ed 
close relations with Florida lawmakers. The conO uence o f slIch 
powerfu l illlerests res lI lted in a mobilc home ind ustry lhat has 
largely e\'<ldcd safety requiremclltS ovcr the past two decades. The 
lerrible tornadoes that ripped through Orlando in February 1998 
demOllstrated the human COSt associated wit h mob ile forms o f 
hOllsing and a po li tical atmosphere of inertia, " 

Today, ro ugh ly 13 perCCTlI of all dwclling unitS ill Florida arc 
mobile ho mes, the highest percentage in the nat ion. Iktween 1980 
a nd 1990, the n umbe r of mobile hom es incrt:ased statewide by 66 
pe rcent. In particular, the lack of affordable housing d rovc many 
retirees illio tf<l.ilers, a tr,yecLOry fo llowed by olher \'ulllel~l ble Flo­
rkHans often reg:wded as expendable o r ullwalll.ed . T he sudden 
appearance anrl prolife l, llion of tra iler parks ca used sonic COIlIIIIU­
n it)' leade rs to recoil as in SI. Pete rsburg. Their battle with the cit),'s 
Imile ril es revealed Ih e an im us many fell lowards those who 
claimed a stake in the community but who lived as nOlllads and. 
whe n asked 10 pay the same lax as any other homeown er. argued 
that their mobililY freed them from it. In ma ny wars, Ihe Irailer 
park d efines modern Florida: a popu lace literally nOt tied 10 a 
sense o f place, liable to be swepl <I\\'<ly by a Slrong wind. If the no­
tioll of "poor \,'hile trash" grew frolll a Solllhern world view based 
011 a system of deference and hiemrchy. the n we mUSI IUrn to Flo r­
ida to appreciate Ihe myriad shades of meani ng embodied ill 
Mlrai ler trash:' 

4,1. I\'j/d,.,.:'- I'mk N~ws. 20 ~I:.,..: h t 971 : U,/",,,IQ !Yllli",.,. "Onober 1998: SI. I'fl,ul"'rg 
Timl->. 28 NO"ember I9!J<J. 



Book Reviews 

F10ricia .~, Itldialls from A"cient Times 10 the Prese"t. By J erald T. M ihm­
iell. (Caillcsvil lc: Ulllvcrsil Y Press of Florida. \998. 224 pp. Illus­
tra tions. photographs, maps, lil1e dr~twill gs. table. 39.95 cloth , 
S I 9.9~ paper. ) 

For an archaeologist who spends more time in the muck S\''<lt­

ting mosqui toes t h:\ll in front of a computer. Jera ld Milan k h has 
bcc li writin g a lot of books. In the last ten years alone he has pub­
lished 0 1'1'/1011110 de Soto al/d /II(' Hml(/a l"diurlS \\'i1h Charles J-I udson 
( 1993 ). ArrlweQ{og)' oj Preco/Ilmbilill Noritlll ( 1994). NorMa Indians 
alld the {li vasiOll from EumlJC ( 1995), The Til/ruefUl ( 1996). this book, 
and the lihingly titled l ,(/boling ill Ihe FieMs oj {lie LAm!: SPan ish Mis­
siolls (lml SOlllhe(lsll'I"" IlidimlS ( \999). H)' now, even a devoted reader 
miglu be tempwd 10 ask what Milanich has left to say. The an swe r 
lies in the tit le: /·701idas IndiwlsJmlll Allcienl Time~' lo Ihe PrfSel/l is an 
overview of the ell tire twelve th ousand ),ears of human habi tation 
ill the pen illSula , t,old with grace and clarity. 

The author Ix:!:,'ins with t\\'o chapters 011 th e Paleoindian and Ar­
chaic periods. In 10,000 B.C., Florida was cooler, drie r, and twice i L~ 

prese nt size. The sea level h :l~ since risen 300 feet, leaving most Pa­
leoin dia n sites on the d rowned coast o n the Culf shclf. The IJalcoi n­
dians were expe rt prcdatofl; wi th a large kit of li thic and bone tools 
(includi ng t.he dist,inct.ivciy Ihned Clovis points first dcscrilx:d in the 
South west) and Illay have hun ted several species lO exti nction . T he 
Archaic people who sllcceeded them preferred to fam iliarize them­
selves with Oll t: e nvironment than to follow the mignlling herds. 
['..c nll~ ll-h;L~ed for~lgc rs, the), lived in villages. undertook large CO II ­

sU'uctiOIl projecL~, wove fabrics, and buried their dead in shell 
monnds and ponds, olle o f which they remembered and used lo r a 
tho usand yC:Il'S. As carl >, as 2,000 H.C.. the), II'e re fi ring pOlS. 

[20 1 [ 
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By 500 B.C., scn:ra l distinctive cultures had dc\'elopcd, to 
which Milani ch devotes five chapl ers. T ill! SL Johns c ll l llirc of caSI 
and cenu. \1 Florida, descended fronl Ih(! L lle Archaic Or.-mgc cul­
ture, was ancestral 10 the Ti muclla and Mayaca peoples who 
greeted the Europeans. The Safety Harbor culture cc mcred 011 

Tampa Bay was ancestral to the -Iocobaga and Pohoy. The Belle 
Glade. Glades. and Caloosa h:l1chce cultures of south Florida. 
known for their elaborate wooden o u-..,ings and canoe ca nals, de­
veloped inlO th e Cai llsa, Tequesta , and Ais. The people (If lh e Fort 
Walton culture of north Florida, anceslral lO lhe Apalachec. wcn: 
the on ly Florida cu lLUrc to develop the Mississippian [r';.liIS of 1',11, 1-

moun t ch ie fd01ll s, om nipolCn l chiefs, ,lnd p),I-;Inlidal platform 
moulULs associal ed wilh intensi" e agriculture . T ile ea rliest fa n ners. 
however, were probably the Georgia Indians, ancestra l to th e Po­
tano. who migra ted int o nonh< e ntra l Florid" around A.D. 600 to 

settle on fert ile soils just west uf the Sm\~I1Hlee River and rough­
e ned 1.lleir pOtl(~ ry \\'ilh dried corncobs. The agricillt lll<ll revolution 
bypassed sout h Florida. Corn \\'<L~ Ilot grO\\'1l in the wate l), 'I'o rid Ix '­

low Lake George and Cape Canavcral. whel'(' L.lke Okeechobec 
\''<IS twicc as large as it is now, Bllt the poplllation growth which ag­
ricult.urc SCI in motion had , by 1500, I-: liscd the populat ion of Ihe 
peninsula to an esti1l1ated 350,000. 

Milanich brings the story up to the present wi th thrce ch;tpte rs 
on the historic pelind. He first gi\'{'s the reader a se rviceable S U1l1 -

lna ry of six tcen th-cenl ury Europeall expedit.ions. conce nt l-:lt i.lg o n 
Ihe cllltures e ncountered. He Ille ll provides an overviewoft.he mis­
sion pc riod . asking why thc Indians agrccd to become Clll'istian 
and ,ms,,'e ring that tlwir chien; found alliancc with the Spaniards 
to tlleir :lch'<lIl1age. Last. he offers <I fasi-paced accou nt of Ind ian 
d t::po pulatio n alld repopulation. DUling Quccn An ne's War.slavt::­
r.Jiders scoured th e peninsula, driving the nativc in h"bit ams illlo 
exile where, Wilh the exception of til t., Rcd River Apaladlt::es of 
Louisiana, they forgot their o rigins. l.\ctwcen 1750 and 18 15. dlc 
hollow penitlSt tla atl l~ \C t . t::d tl lree " '<II'CS of"'artimc refugees: l.ower, 
Uppcr, and Red Stick Creeks. Di\'ided into Seminoles <llld l ... liccoslI­
kces, the Florida Creeks fough t the Un ited Stat es to a standsti ll in 
three Semino le Wa rs. 

Part of a new Florid;1 Heritagc scries 011 Natiw Peoples, Cllllm'l'-S, 
(Inri Plaas oj lilt. S()lIl1ltaslrnl Ull ilell Siaies. of which l\.·1 ilanich himself 
is gc neral editor, th e book is dcsigncd for lhe gcncml public. oflcr­
ing good maps and (\!-:Iwings, sixteclI color plalcs, ami a 10\\1 papcr-
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back pricc , and dispensing with the parapherna lia of indes: an d 
nOies. Readers who find the fldd ro man tic will CI"!.10Y Milanich's 
side bars abollt the delights o f archaeological <lisco"cl), a ll d appn."­
date his lISC of modem place nallles to ide m il)' sites. Schola rs from 
other d iscipli nes will be d rawn to learn more about his <I1'ca ne 
world . 

OJIICf:,re oj CharieslQlI 

HL're Til Ly Ollce Stood: The Tragic Elld of 'he Apalachee Missio"s, By 
Mark F. Bord , Hale C. Smi ll t, ;III<I.l 0hn W, C rinin. (Caincsville: 
Uni,'crsi ty Press o f Flo rida , 19m), xix, 2 15 pp. Series edi t.or fore­
word , author's preface, furewurd , introduction , appendix, bibli­
ography, index, phl leS, illlls (!~u ions. 29.95 paper. ) 

Herr 711t!), Once Sl(}O(f is the latest reprint in the U ni\'ersity I'ress 
of Flo rid,,'s ' ,<,llIable SOlllll/'(/s/(:/'/l (;ffl.s.si r.$ ill ArrlieofolO', AII/hrollOlog)~ 
(llId H is/m)' saies, Th anks 1.0 Ih is series. a number of alLt horita tive 
and semi nal ,,'o rks in Florida and Suutheastern arcl leolog)" e tl l11ol­
Db,)', and histo l) ' are coming I).'lck in lO prim, o ffering individ uals 
.111(\ libraries a chance \0 fill gaps in their coll ections, Not o nly arc 
these reprints, such as the book discusscd he re. im portant as path­
breaking sHTdies, but Lh e)' also sti ll stand on th eir own merits as IIse­
ful sources. 

Wh en it was il l'S! published in 19i1 l , Here "I1u,)' Oila' Sioot/ se rved 
as o lle o f th e pri ncipal soun;es ur document:II) ' and ;Irclieological 
information on Spanish northwest Florida. The boo k describes the 
actions of Spanish officials and Fra nciscan priests loJi th in the Spanish 
mission system establ ished amung t.he Apalachees and o lher north 
Flo rida Indians during th e sc\'e nLeelith Cellllll) ', and it docullle nts 
the dCI".lst;lIjng im pact uf English raiders fro m Carolina during 
Quccn All nc's War ill the early eight een th ce nwl)'. Today, readers 
seeking illfon natioll 0 11 the Apalachees and the mission ne twork 
should also consult .lo hn Halm 's dellni ti\'e e thno his(()rical work, 
111)(11(1(.11&: "I111! Lalld Be/W&II 11u: Uill".fS (Uni"ersity Press of Florida, 
1988). 1-1;,,111 relied ill part on the doculllcnts and data presented in 
Herr '/71(,)' Ollce S/ood, and this volulIle still provides a \'el)' uscful cross­
disciplinal)' interpretation uft.hc delllisc oftllC mission systeili . 

Here '/711:y OliO! Stood is divided into th ree prin cipal sectio ns. 
The fi rst chapte r, by t.he lat.(~ hiswri;m Mark F. Bo),d , translates a nd 
reproduces forty-fi ve Span ish docume nts fr0 11l 1693 LO I i 04 . Th at 
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correspondence revcals Span ish auempts to COlillter the mil itary 
threat of English C;trolinians who sponsored raids by th e Cree ks 
ami other In dians ag;lillsl the Span ish mission towns amo ng the 
Apalachct:s. Bord also provides capahle annotation and an intro­
d uctio n to this sen ion Ihat places the documents in contcx!. TIle 
second and third chapt ers . by tile hue archcologisl~ Hale C. Smith 
allcl.lohn W. Grillill respecti\·el),. present the sta te of archeological 
im'cstig-.niolls a t two mission sites: San FrJ.lIcisco de Oconee ill 
preseill-day.lc:n"crson CtJl Lllt)' and San Lllisjusl west. ofl1tl lahassec. 
BOlh Smith ami GrifTin inco rporat ed docll111e m;uy findings and 
analysis of m,lI erial n :mains into their discus.~ ioll of these two mis­
sion sites. In addition , Smith and Griffi n d escribe ceram ic types 
;\lld ot her objects f01111{1 at the sites. Inany ol"whicll arc reproduced 
in photographs ill an appendi x. In th ese picllLres we sec firs thand 
lhe imermingling of Indian and Spa nish materials alld tech nolob'Y 
that is symho lic of th e me rging of religious beliefs and cullure thaI 
also occurred in the Apalachee mission tOW I1S. 

By combi ning historical and anthropological approaches to 
bett er lLnd ers taml the j oin t Indian and Spanish villages o f nonh­
west Florida. /-Iae 'f111)' Ollce SIO(HI \,,;,,S an early and succcssful at­
te 11lpt at e thnoh iSlOrical analys is. Such a cross-discipl inary 
approach chanlcterizcs the best publications o n American India ns 
published t,ooa)'. 1-/,.,.1' Till" Ollet' S/(}(I(I was ahead of its thne in an­
other respect because it focused on a region and time too often rel­
egated 10 "Spall ish Borderlands" stud ies. This is American history, 
and tile three authors arc to bc commended for considering the 
topic serious e nough to \'';'Irranl careful study. Ilere Tlt l!)' Ollce S/(/O(I 
stili inspi res scholars wnrki ng I.U inte rpre t Indian culture and the 
im pact of the Eu ro pea n presence 01 1 native people. The Uni\<ersity 
Pn:ss of Flo rida d esen 'es praise for bringing this work t,O the alt e ll­
lio ll of a IIt;W g:encnlt io n of slUdcllls. 

Ulliver.\·ity o/Soll/llPnl Mi.ssi.t.ri/4)i 

l-7orida '~' HI/mcatle History. I\y Jay Barnes. Fo reword b)' Neil Fran k. 
(Cltapcl l-l ill : University of North Carol ina Pres. .. , 1998. x. :\30 pp. 
Introduction . appc ll dix, acknowledgmen ts, index. S39.95 cloth . 
$ 19.95 paper.) 

Hurricanes have always been part of the Florida cxpt'ri encl!­
unpredictable and lIllI,'cJcolll e intruders In a fabled land of high 
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blue skies a nd brighl sunshine, While Ihe frequency of Ihese cy­
clonic monSTers has fl uctuated o\'c r lime, 110 ge neration of Floridi­
ans has been able to escapc the fu ry and devastation of powerful 
tropical sl,onns. Indeed , it is dillicull to imagin e anyone li ving in 
the slat e fo r \"cry long without developing at leasl sOllie apprecia­
tion for the historical significance of hu rricanes. YCI. inexplicahly, 
Florida historians and o lhe r regional sc holars have paid linle al lell­
lion to the histOl1' of hurricanes. Am ong the few exceptions are en­
\~ronmenlal activist M.ujoq' Stonema n Do uglas, whose 1952 slIIdy 
"/11"";("(11/(' provided a sweeping survey o f tropical Slo rms; til e no\'e l­
ist Zora Neale Hurs tOlI. who gm'e liS a memorable dcpi clion of lhe 
1928 Okeechobee storm in her 1936 novel T"f'i r l~)'es Wnl': \Va/ching 
Cod; and elwironmental scien liSIS J ohn M. Will iams and h'er W. 
Dlledall , the compilers of FfOlifin I-/I1 "";rrme.~ (HId Tro/Jiwf Storms, a 
brief 1994 (revised in 1997) volume o f charts. maps, and photo­
gr.lphs. Un fortunately, these works make o n I}' a modest elfort to 
place hu rricanes in the broader comext of Flo rida 's na tural and 
human hisLOI1'. Though vaillable and suggestive, the), do nOl give 
us what we reall), need : a bo dy of sustained scholarship th at pro­
"ides both it com prehensive desc ription and a sophisti cated analy­
sis o f Florida's storm-tossed hist01l'-

Whatever falll ts it lila), h.we as a work o f :lIIal),sis, J a), Barnes's 
massive com pendillm of wind and WaleI', Nmida s H /ll'riC(l lle H i.dm). 
certain ly goes a lo ng way IOwanls fillin g the prescription fo r a com­
prehensive Survey of Flo rida hu rricanes. As in his ea rli er work, 
Nor/h C{llviillG S Nll r riW lI1! Ilisla)';. Barnes olTers <In annOlated ch ro-
110106'1' of tropical :norms-an exhaustive array o f ind ivid ual storm 
narratives, l-a nging frOIll the tcmpcst of 1546 thai Ieli Domingo Es­
calame Fontancda shipwrecked in Ihe Florida Kcys to Hu rrican e 
Opal, the C ilegoll' 3 storm that ra lT.lged the Florida Panh andlc in 
1995. Based 011 prodigio us research alld presc llled in an ove rs ized 
format thai allows the author lO include a series o f revea li ng chans 
and slOrm track maps, as well as num ero us eye-calch ing photo­
gl-ap hs of storm damage. lhe book is e ncyclopedic in scopc. Follow­
ing threc brief in troductoq' chaptcrs that offer a scienti fic profile 
of tropical Slorms. Barnes's ch ronicle procceds apacc, e ra by era. 
st,orm by storm. In reco llnti ng the early Slonns-those th:\! struck 
the stale prior to th e twentie th ccntllll'-Barncs is sometim es halll­
pered hy insufficient and fragmelll<lIl' cvidcn ce . 13111 whe n he ge ls 
to th e modern era his aCCOli nts have an allthorital ive rill g. despil e 
the madden ing absence of footnotes, l3arn(:s is a good slOrytelle r 
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wi th;) Ilair for dramatic na rrati\'c, cspecia lly when he deals II'ilh the 
m:tior stonns of the twen tie th ce nttlry-t he great ~" iallli hurri c:ane 
o f 1926, Ih(' Okeedlobel' Sturi n of 1928, tile great La bor Day hu rri­
cane that ~ Irtlrk the Keys in 1935, and more rece nt "named " (thc 
oflicia l nmning" of 11Ilrrkanes beg:m in I ~60) sto rms such as Do nn a 
( 1960). AlItl n .'\\' ( 1992), and Opal ( 1995). 

Readers ill sea rch ofhu rric:\m: lore wi ll find a weal1h o l' ill for­
mative detail in Barncs's compendium. What the)' wi ll no t find , 
hOll'c\'el', is an ana lysis that acknowlcdg"cs :1\1(1 explo res th e comi n­
ge nt and Mtllm :lIUr-:1 I" aspects ofslH:alled M l lalll l~ t l disasle rs.M In de­
scrihing th e man)' encuu nt e rs between tropical Slor111S and hu man 
(Oll1 l11l l1"1ilics, Bamcs pays li ttle attelllioll 1.0 the d isastrous conse­
que nces of the Ctllll ll-:11 conccits and public policies tllat I,ave placed 
poplliation centers at greal lisk. T he hu man side of Ihe ~ t ory. as he 
Ielis il, is ess(!llt ially a saga of damage LO persons and properl y, no t 
a c.:omplex ta le of risk ami responsibili t.y. AI the sallie time, his " 1)­

proach leal'es little I'()01l1 for a proper considcmlioll orthe environ­
menial COIlSt.."qu(!11CeS of hunicanes. The impact on Florida's land­

scape-oll its f101~1 :tnd fauna and Icrr.. firma- rece ives almOSI no 
consideration in a wurk th ai shou ld hal'e bee n titled FlUl'idirll/S' (as 
upposed to Florida's) /-/ uni({/I/I; 1·1i.~1(JJ)\ Despile ils slrengths, th is 
book docs no t mee t the standards of the new environmental his­
LOry, an e mcrging disci plin e that recognizes the in teniepcmlcncc 
of 11,lman behavior. naul l';ll pheno mena, al ld g loh:tl SIII'\·;va l. 

Univf'I"sil)' o/Soulli Noridfl , SI. PrlersuUlg RAYMOND ARSENf\ UI .T 

Forced Fow ltli..'rS: Indian.~, DebtoN, Slaves, & the Makillg of the Ameri· 
Mil Hl'1lfJ /ulioll in Virgillia. By Wood y Holto n. (Chapcl l-l ill: Univcr­
sily ~ 'l f Nnrl l l Ca rolina Press, 1999. xx i, 23 1 lIP. Acknowlt.:dgmcllLS. 
list of illllSI1~lIjOIlS, abhrcvi:l lions, introd uction. index. $39.9.i'i 
doth. SI !l.9:1 pape r.) 

This is a n impo rlal1l hook. In rle ft , gracefu l, and economical 
prose Wood)' Hoho n revises Ihe tracl ilional picllIrc ofa confidenl 
ami powerful Virgi nia gem r)' striding towards inde pendence by 
demollstnlti ng Ihal t.lll' pla ntcr eli te were dril'cn, 100, b), a se nse o f 
desper-Ilion fucled by the ill flllt!IlCC of Indian s, sla\'es, lIll'rcha lltS, 
ami sma llh olders: thus. the Re\'olulio nary I(:aders were "forced 
founde rs." III a suhtle and sophisticated I\'ork which sholl's how or­
d inary people indirectly .~ h aped the cOllrSt: of Virginia's dril'!: for 
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inde pendellce. Holton e xa mines the interplay betwecil raccs and 
classes, showing that the cOlllest over whu shall nd e at home 
greatly in fluen ced the fou nde rs' drive tol\".!1"d independe nce. 

A brief rel'iew cannOt do justice to the n uances of tile ilrgu· 
mcnt but a few cxamples suggest how the au tho r constn lClcd his 
thesis. Virginia 's plantcrs werc burdened by debts o n th e eve of the 
Rel'olution . Holton argues Ihat a 1769 borcou of Bri lish goods 
served bo th patriotic and fi nancia l ends. It fo rced plamc rs to do 
what they could nOI bring themselves to do o n the ir own: SlOp im· 
porti ng British luxlllY goods. BUI to work. the boyco u needed the 
cooperation of all planters which d id nOI happen; a 1774 boycott 
prow:d far more d TcCli \'e beca use a recession forced British me r­
chants to COlltnlCt credit alld demilml t ilsh. k illi ng plamcrs no 
choice but 10 reduce impo rts. To a grcat exte nt , the n, economic 
necessity-not patriotic choice-made the bo),cott feasible and cI: 
le ct ive. The question of debt continuall)' loomed largc for the 
p lanter class and led to a plan for cro p withhold ing whereby plan t­
ers tried to d ril'e up pri cl!s by keepi ng tobacco ofT the ma rket. 
Here. Ho lto n revises Progressil'e histo rians by con tending tha t 
planters did act for economic reaso ns but lIot in th e \\~ly usually 
thought. Thc)' d id not simply repudia te tlleir de bts; rath er, the), 
withllcld crops tu fo rte up prices, the n sold them to pay on'somc of 
all of their debts. Scre ndipi to usly, withholding dOl'clailed wilh the 
patriot mO\'emen l whi le still servi ng an economic goal: non-cxpor­
t:l1 io ll came in responsc to the Coercive t\CL" an d gave plante rs a 
chance to relieve th eir debtor st,nus a nd suppOrt the patriot side. 
Holton makes d ear thaI the mercha11l-d ebtor rela tio nship exerted 
powerful pressures o n the gentry. 

At hOllie, Gol'crnor Dunmorc's th reat to e tnancipalc black 
sh,,'cs to fi ght for the C!'ONiI ag;.linsl. t. he patriots deeply t.roubled the 
plant ers who \\'ere ever fearful of shwe i ll surrcction .~ . Dun more's 
offer of emancipation never tame , but sin ce the init.iative was ac­
tivel y supponed by slaves seeking freedom, th e me re possibi lit), of 
sHch an action threatened the plan ters am\ provided ye t a no the r 
example-th e book is full of them--of a sup posedly powerless 
group shapiug and influencing the el ite planters. And smallho ld· 
ers also pushed lhe planter elite, beliel'ing thiltthe o nly mea ns to 
achieving a foreign trading partner was independence. Th is push 
from smallholders was pal'l of an emerging ~ense o n their pal'l thai 
inrlependel1cc would shake th ings up at hom c. o lTe ring them a 
I11l1ch greater role in governme nt and socicty. Virgi nia's c lites. illlX-
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iUIIS to get ahead of any slIch mO\'c l11e lll~ so ;L~ 10 head them ofT. 
Ill ow'd 1.0 the forefro nt of the indepcndence mOI'ClIle lll so lhal 
t her could direc\ i I IowaI'd I he ir c nds ,lIld I~\ ia le ;HI)' republican or 
dcmocra tic initiatives fro m below. 

J-Iolton 's ;u:hicI'elllclII comes i II lin king a mricl), of scemingly 
dispa ralc mOI'\!mell lS into a "weh of in flIlCIlCCS" (xvii ) thai pushed 
Virgin ia into indepe nde nce. Equally impressil'c is his abili ty 10 

shol\' how groups usually portraycd as lx:i llg passh'c actors ill fael 
had a grealCr degrec ofagcl1 cy th an is u".1(li tion<lll ), tho ught. Uy in­
siglnfully usi IIg th e records. IClle rs. and diaries o f clit cs to discol'e r 
the ir reactions 10 the rest of Virgin ia socie ty. Holtoll persuasively 
contends Ihal Ihe planter e lite was drivc l! or "forced" and had foil' 
les.. .. agency thcmselves than o ncc Ihough t. Ultimately, the Rel'o lu­
liOI1 strcngth ened lb e posilion of ptanl c rs while it proved dis:l5-
trOlLs fo r Indians. contained mixed resul ts for slavcs. and prol'cd 
less u-:Hlsi(JI'Ining I.hall hoped fo r hy smallho lders. I-I owever. 1-1 01-
I,on aqp lcs cOIIl'i ndll gl)' ,ha l "at the o/hl'r end of th e revolutionary 
struggle-its inceptioll--elilC Virginians wcre less promine lll th an 
we bal'e been led 10 believe . When Ihe rulers of Britain 's largesl 
American colony took it in to the American Re \'Olulion , Ihey did so 
pal'll}' because they \\'erc feeling pressurc from l>clow" (220). 

Ollklllllli VlliTI,!,.:;il)' TODI) ~'·ES 

Nal Tllnlt.,. Before Ihe BlIl" ofJ lldgmell l: FictiOlla/ Treatmrmls of Ihe 
Soutlwmptoll Slave IllsurrectiOIl . By Mar}' Kemp \)"I'is. (BalOn 
Rouge: Louisia na Sta le Ull i\,(:rsity Prcss. 1999.298 pp. Acknowl· 
c<igmc l1Is . index. $30.00 d oth .) 

According to Herbert Apthekcr, more than 250 slave rel'olu; oc­
( tlrred in Non ll Amel; ca prior to 1865. \'e l, nnly four or fi vc ofthesc 
rebellions or conspi racies consistclltly hal'C rcceil'ed lIIuch attention. 
Of th ese lew. more studics have foc uscd on Ih e Nal Turner insurrcc­
ljUl1 Ihan ;IIIY uthcr. Sil lcc Ilis 183 1 slave rcvolt- \\'Ilc re approxi­
m:lI.eJy fifly--seve n whilCS lost the ir lives-TUllie r persistently has 
Glplured the imagi nations of schola rs and litc l~\'1' 1\'I;lers alike. Sub­
sequent generatiOi ls of wri te rs Ila\'c al lalr led and rt:-anal)"led Ilis tale. 

In Nal 7)ll'JwI' I1rJon: Ihe fJlIr (if judl.fllll'lIl: f iriiOlw/ Tr('(lllIIclIls uJ IIw 

.";oulilmn/llmi S/lI1Jl' '/ls l/nIT/iolls, r-.·Iary Kelllp Davis focuses 0 1\ the 
lI'orks of six such alii ho I's. Thc), include Gcorge P. R. J amcs's '1111' 
Old n Oll/inioll; 01: Til l' Soul/lfIlI//HO/l i\!a:n(/C/l' ( 1856) . Ha lTic l Bcec her 
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StOWt:'s Dm l: A Tale 0/ the Creat DislII(Ji SWfHII/J ( 1856) , r-,'Iary Sp(~ar 

Tiern an's HQllloselle ( 188 1), Paul ine Carri ngt.on Rust Bouve's Their 
Shadows Ik/or,: A Siory 0/1I1f: SOllthamplon Insurreclioll ( 1899 ) . Dan iel 
Panger's 01' Prophet Nat ( 1967), and \Villiam Styron 's The Cmifes­
siolls 0/ Nat "ful'ller ( 1967). Davis's conclnsion focuses o n She rley 
Ann Williams's respo nse to Styron 's novel. All novels, with the ex­
ceplion of o ne, were wriu ell by AmeriC<lnS-lhrec by males and 
three by felllales. 

Th is book should int.e rest h in ary bu ffs as wel l as litera lY scho l­
arssinct: the amho !" places th is ev(:n t in h istorica l contex t wh ile us· 
ing a wide range of scholarly and no nscholarly docum ents to 
analyLe the work.~ of Lhe six autho rs under slIIdy. Davis's central 
theme , th o ugh . co nce nlS a mo re ph iloso phicalmauer. Regard less 
of how the six novelists described 'li lrner, they all have the issue of 
j udgme nt a t thcir co re. These wrilers placed h im o n trial, ul ti­
mal,ely rendering a vc rdiu of inlloce nce or guilt. As Davis aptly 
notes, RNat Turner has been n:.:-arraigned, .relried. and rt_>..sc n­
tenced mallY limes d uri ng the lasl celltul)'-and-a-half as a succes­
sion of 11O\'cl ists has gr.lppled with the mora l issues raised by II lis 
[inlfamolls fc\'oh" (3) . 

Professor Davis is the fi rst ;nllh or 10 write a full length boo k 
thai systema t.ically analyLes the Nal Turner rebcl liOlI togethe r wi th 
the works of prcvio us write rs 011 this co m fove rsial s ll ~jccL She 
revea ls that 111 0St o f the writers la rgely d rew the ir fu nd ame n tal 
informatio n fro m eithc r Virgin ia go\"ernor.l ohn Floyd 's O\'c r-dc l,cr­
mined asscssmenl of the revolt o r fro m T homas Gray's "I1U! COlljP..s. 
sioll o/Nflt T lIm er. This underlies lhe fU!lcbimcnlal p roblem wilh the 
six wri ters' descriptions of lhe insurrec tio n . Davh. notes thai Gloy, a 
p ro-slavclY advocal c, claimed to have gott en an aClllal confession 
fro m Nat TurnCI~ bll t slle and Olher schola rs q uestio n this assertio n 
sin cc cvidence docs nOI suppo rt it. Floyd rd icd largely 0 11 pro-sla­
ve ry Ile\\'spaper acco un ts to rormu latc h is assesSl11e tll . BOlh me n 
lalked and wrote abou t llie Lragic loss of whi le lives d uri ng t.he in­
surrection , whi le avoiding the reasons why such it re\'o lt occurred . 
They pointed tlle ir fingers OI l Nat Turne r and his band offollowers 
witho ut blami ng the institulio n of slavc ry lha t crealed Iheir di­
leml na. 

[n gener.ll, Davis docs a splc lldid j ob oranal }~L i ng the rl~ l Jl1eS o r 
refe rc nce, th e times and political eras in wh ich these six ;ullhors 
wrote lheir novels, and how these factors impactcd the ir interpre­
I.:nio n or lhe revolt. T he author cloquenLly shows how these writers 
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described th e mural. poli tic,, 1. social , eco no mic,,!' sex ual. and psy­
cho logi(:,,1 r"Clon; surrounding Nat Turner and the revolt. Davis 
poignan tl)' cxplains why these works wi ll a h\~ lys be somcwhat in­
complete si nce th e actual statCnH:nL~ of black rebels who panici­
patcd in thl' insllrrectio n werc not included. Evc'1'one spoke for 
the insurrectionists instead of allowin g them to speak for thelll­
selves. In eSSellC!.:! , the Turtler persona COt1li lll ll.::S to he inw'nt cd 
aud n:inven ted wilh cach passing gener-:uioll. Much like thl' Civil 
War, the subjccl of the 183 1 Nat Turnt~r revolt dOll btl es.~ l y will COI1-

tilll lC to recein: IHllch atte ntion in fut un:: rears. 
If yo II arc lonking for an exciting. schola rly, and highly thought­

pnwoking SIIl(\Y of Ihe Nal Turn er rc\'olt.. you should rcad Davis's 
book. Yon likely 1,'il1 view the 183 1 Sou tham pton insurreClion fro m 
a whole new pe rspeclil·e. Th is study is wel1 docull1 enled and melic­
ulously rest:arclu:d . The book also includes th e m OSI reccllt schol­
arsh ip and goes beyond it in ana l )~l.ing the Turner revoh. Th e most 
inlriguill g pan :II>04t this work. is 11 0 1 ilS m;~{l r Iheme-how each 
IHWei cOl1lril'(:s to ex tract a I'erdict from the piol-bul its lan[al i1.­
illg pieces of informaliUll t.hal suggest how writers Ol'er a 150-year 
pe rind have t:OI~un~d up 1".\I'io us images of Nat TUnle r using ques­
tionable Ill(: thods and sources. T he book should 1)(' rcad by Stu­
d CllIs or Afri ca n Alllt:ri can history and litCI"<I \IIrc , Southcrn histor)" 
a nd United Slates history. 

1-7oridtl A & M Ull illl'fSil)' I _A II;RY E. RtVERS 

Ti,e Greal Silt-til Ann)' of Abolilio//ism: Ordi//ar)' Wmm.'II ill Ih e All/isle,· 
llCl)l Movemenl. By.lulie Roy .Jcm·ey. (Chapel l-l il1 : University o r 
Nonh C lmlin;] Press. 1998. xii . 3 11 pp. AcknowlcdglllcIlL~, il1l l"o­
duClion . not es . hibliogl~lph )'. il1(it:x. 4.~.OO cloth. $18.9!l paper. ) 

III th is ambi tious book .lulic Ro)'.l em·ey sets Out to ~recol"er t.he 
ex peri ences ofaboliti ollisl \\'ornc n living in srn"l1 town s ami rura l 
co mmun it ies, th e areas I\'here abolitionism was strongest" (2) . 
~'Iosl studies of fellla le abo litionism have focused on those individ­
ua ls who became prominen t ill the women's mOl'elnelll. Few or lhe 
1I"00n.;n '/"11'1'1:)' sllldies wou ld have cOl lsidercd lI lC\llSl"ll'es fel nin iSIS. 
Th ey became abolitionists hecause of their conviclion thai a 
woman 's role sllould be Il lal uf lhe guardian o f virtl\e, the fri e nd to 
Ihose in disl ress. l-IolI"el'er, as .IcJ1're), reminds us "\0 emhmce aboli­
tiOl1 ism II~IS 10 t' lIIhmcc mdica];sm ~ (6). 
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Male aboli tionists did not initia lly cnvisage women playing a 
m;!jor role in lhe movcmen t. They began by urging thcm to boycott. 
sla\'c-product!cI goods, educate their ch ildren on th e wrongs of slav­
CI)" and spread the <l lltislal'el), message among fi'it!nds and f: uu il ),. 
Theil came the call 10 form fe nmlt! auxiliaries-a call th;ll had f~ll-­

reaching conseq uences. SotlH.: ti mes a socie ty calllc inl0 being aftc r 
a group of \,'omen rcad an anicle call ing thclll 1.0 action or saw lht! 
cUltslitlllion of anolher socielY in an ant isla\'ery newspaper. Some­
times nothing W;:IS needed beyond the se nse o f seve ral \\'0111e n in a 
cOllnn ullity Lhal SIaVC l)' \\~ IS wro ng. Some of t.he societies flouri shed. 
but others soon foundered . After all. how could fa rmers' wives 
travel long distllllCes in poor weather to allend meelil tl:,'S or find thc 
ti mc to do so? As j cfTrc)' notcs. few \I'c rc wcalthy c no ugh to cmplo), 
sen 'OttHS to spare them fro m the dail ), drudgcl)' o f running a home. 

Fund-raising was difficult whcn L1tese rural wome n had liule 
disposable income a nd when the (.\lIse was (OIHrovcrsial. T he alll i­
sla\·cl)' fairs lhat beg<m ill the I 830s wcre designed to make mo ucy 
and draw in people who wc rc not 1[cc~:ssarily .mtisla\'cl), s)'lllpathi1.­
crs. The nClwork ofl:lil'S, and the making and exchanging of items 
fo r sale. also put thesc women in touch \\'it lt a wide r com llllttlit), of 
female reformc rs. incl uding wome n across lhc Atlanti c. 

Wo men could and did change their religiolls affil iations if the), 
fe ll their particular church \I~\S nut suflide ntly antis!;I\'cly. Some 
de rivcd a pen'c l'Sc satisf:taion fro m chall enging an ti-aboli t.im, min­
iSlers and "weighty members." O lbc rs simply withdrew frOIll .. 
church , altho ugh doing so migh t well havc had social consequences 
in the close-kn it cortttll un ities.lcfi're}' desc ribes. 

Alt hough women did [lot \'otc , and rela tively few fcmale aboli­
tio nistsjoi ned the ant islavery lt10VCmen t to the slr uggle fo r fcm;,le 
sufTr;.tge , some d id champion the Liben}' Pan )" 0111(1 latcr tlte Reo. 
public'lll Pan y. as pa n of their abo li tionist initiat.ive. And in an age 
whcn the lincs bc twccn politic;. c lltcnainmen l. and social izing were 
not rigidly drawn. there were many 1.r,1}'S th ey could gel. involved . 

By the 1 850s. antislavery meetings. filiI'S , and sewing circles had 
l)ccOl llc part of the t.'\·cI1'day li\'es of many \\'Olnel1 . Ot her,; had \)cell 
active. had dropped 01lt in thf! 1840s. and wcre won back LO the 
GIlISC. as abolitio n mo\'er! from the fringcs to the ce llLcr of 1I10 rai. 
re ligio lls, and poli tical discourse. Still others bccame in volved for 
the fi rSI lime. Especia lly after t. he passage of the Fugitivc Slavc Law, 
aboli tionist women , black and while. look upon themselves the 
task of aiding runaways. In a ~c nsc . the ir "dolll eslic- role \I';IS being 



2 12 FLORIDA H ISTORICAL Q UART ERLY 

ca lled UpOIl as th ey fed , clOLhed, and nursed fugitiv(,s. When war 
actually C:tIllC, lhe :tmisla\'cry wome n dedicat ed I.ime and llIoney to 
aici ing soldie rs and co nlr..lbands. Dozens wenl In IIU' Soulh as 
nurses and te"chc rs. 

The \\~lr 's end saw an interesti ng parting of till' ways. Fur blac k 
womcn , and SOIlIC of Ihei r whil e sislcrs, the struggle \'~IS nOI O\'CI' 
wi lh Eman cipal iun . They c:nTied 0 11 , promoli ng a wider age nda of 
1~I ('ial reform. Ot hers declared vic tory and took lip nc\\' causes. 
alllong them wome n 's rights. If th ere is one aspecl of the involve­
ment of ~o rd i l1ary \,'0 1111:' n" in the anlislaw~ ry 1lI0\'eme lll lhat lll eriL~ 

more all CllliOIl il is thc role o f Afri c;m-Americ"n women . 1-I00\'(:\,e l'. 
Jeffrcy Gill h:m\ly he fault cd when Ihe lIlalerial i l.~clf is laddllg. She 
has min ed her sources for cveq' SC I, IP of infi.mn:lli01l and has 
urough t out lhe co mplex illlerplar he tween hlack and whitc 
womcn in a Glmp"ign Ih at had at iL~ hea rt frceing the s1a\'cs-but 
not nccessaril)' clC\". lli ng peo ple of colo r to ci"il and soc ial eq uality. 
Ove l~I II , '1'11" GrM/ Sill'lll Arllly oj Ilboli/ioll islII is " supe rb work or 
scho larship that adva nces 0 111' understandin g of women 's anli­
slavery efforts f; l r beyond lhe ca rcers of a handful of aholiti onist­
fe minis\.s, Jell'rcy's women \" cre 1Il 11}' the "fOOHioldicrs~ ofantisb \'ery. 

UniIJI'rsil)' oj' Ma.uflrhltSI'I/S 01 Uos/ml J ULI E \ VINCII 

Empire and A"lislaVt.ry: Spai", Cllba, mid Pr,t.'110 Rico, 1833-1874, By 
Chrisloph{'r Schl nidl -NO\'~ l r;l (Pillsb ll l'gh : U l liv.·rsi l), .)f P i ll ~. 

burgh Press, 19!N, xiii . 2~9 pp. Lisl of tables, ,u:know1t:dgmellls. 
notes, bibliogra phy. indcx, f)O.OO clUl h . 522.95 pape!'. ) 

Amo ng the several works 011 slavery, :lI n isla\'ery, and abolilioll­
ism in Spai n , Cub" , Puc rt o Rico, ami the C ll·ibbcan. Emjliremul 1\11-
lis/rllJl'ry is a mlLst for students and scholars, It is a serious book, 
flawed somewhat ill its style of ch ronolob,)' and internal chapte r 0 1'­
j$lII iz:llion and nOI easily read. but il is clearly worth lhe elTon. De­
pend ing upon th e Ic"ci o f knowlcdge of the sul~j(·c l. it ilia}, be 
"lcI,'et! as a corn ucopia. a treasu re trove. or a Pa ndOl~1 's bux, 

Based o n ex lcnsi\'e reSt:Mch in Spanish original c\OCUIlI(' ll ts ill 
lhe ollicial arcllivcs of Spain. Cllba , alld Puc n o Rico. and a \\'ide se­
lection o f sl'condal,}' sourccs, mall}' of which arc also ill Spanish . 
the aUlho r's fo undatiolls fo r his ill lelvretatio ns :Ire we ll estal)­
lished, Thc boo k's Slate subjccl is Ihe origins of th e Spa nish Aboli­
tio niST Soc ie t), and the goals. str:.,egies. a lld I~Hi () l1 alcs ilS membe rs 
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and o thcr mc tropolil an and colonial ;Ibo lil ion isls udli zed in Iheir 
cfTorls t.o eliminatc slavcry in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Rich in dctail 
and int erpretations, the m.yor ponion of th e book describes and 
analyzes the growt ll, directions, and nawn: of Ih e antisiavcl) ' opin­
iOll and actio n \\'ithin the swirlin g Cli lTell 1S of a reconstitut cd (~m­

pire as they became more pronounced in the liberal-co nscr\'ative 
confliCl~ throligho lllthc celllllly. and especially so in the \830s­
the years orthe Libe ral Uuio n ( 1854-1868)-, alld the revolutions 
in both Cuha and Spain in 1868 and their afte rm;lIh . 

Scltmidt-Nowara fr~Jltes his resea rch and findin bYS againsl :t 

background of /o ur argull,e nts which he belic\'(~s to be necessary in 
order to full y undersland the growth and destructio n o f Antillean 
slavc rr: I ) the powe r and complex il ), of Sp., in 's colon ial policies 
and th eir rela tionship 10 Ihe reconstrucled empire must be reas­
sessed ; 2) the poli tical stage o n which the antislavcry ballle took 
place must be reconstrucled and foclls o n the Abolitio nist, SocielY 
and related antislavery il,itia lives: 3) the antislavery campaigll IIlIlSI 
be studied aga inst th e backdrop of the faci that metropolitan ami 
Antillian elites ah\~ l ys pcrceived po litical and economic tr:msfo r­
Illatio ns th rough racial lens; a nd finally, 4) lhe subjeci of Am,illean 
slavc ry and the lo nmnio ll of antislavc r), mo\'e mcn lS musl be stud­
ied b)' focusing o n Il,e interactions of colo ll}' and mc!tropolis. 

The author enriches th e Sllld)' b)' relating his Ilndings t,O sc\'e nll 
hisl.Oriogmphical int.erpretations orhis subject. He indicates that. he 
"will lI)' to su' lddlc" the IWO econo mic models o f causation for ami· 
slavery advanced b)' Eric Will iams and Seymour Oretchcr and gives 
altenuOl, to later slUdi cs which gi\'e greater emphasis to social, cul­
HI".II , and po li tical u,msformations hy examining "forms of ideol­
ogy and po litical action" th rougl,olll the empire (9). Admitting that 
he follows Rebecca Scon 's work on thc inllucncc of Ihe ex panded 
public sphere and popular mobiliz'lIion. he skillfu lly tmces the cv()­
luum, of abo litio nism frolll a single issuc to coali tions sllpporting 
free u' lde, colonial representation. r:1CC. ami o ther libe l: 11 ideas. 

\\'o\'en througl,out the lIan~,ti \'e arc ilnpo fl,lnt prenlises tllal 
influenced the poli cy debates on the slave trade and sl;\\'el)' in t.h e 
colonies a nd the metropolis, Th e)' include the obsessive fear of a 
race w'lr in the colonies o r spilling over from I-Iai ti o r other Ca rib­
bean islands; the interest il l annexation to the United States when 
Spa in's suppo rt of slave l), \\~IS in d oubt; th e aitel'llativc of separa­
tion as o tlter Spanish co lonies had chose n earlier; proposals for 
Mwhilen ingM the po pula tions o f the colonies 10 Illute the rlle tro po-
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lis's conce rns abo ut Mhctcrogenci t{ : the rdatio nship of free trade. 
free slaves. ;1nd libe rt ),: and I1 IOSt of all . the IItutual desire for Cllb" 
and Pucno Rico to remain pill"! uf the Empirc. Thc va rious propos­
als 1'1'0111 colo nial and nll:: trnpol itan ;1b,) litiunists WC f e m<lde wiLhin 
t.1U'se COllSidt 'ratiolls amI were wide 1";ll lging. indl ltiing gn\(lual 
t:l1I:ll1 ci patio ll . co mpcllsatiulI to th c slave holde rs. alld imm edi;u e 
freedum wi th 110 pa),l11Cllt . d epe nd ing upo n cond itions in the col· 
o ni es and til{' po litical \~cws in Madrirl . 

Th e Cuban inStl rn:ctiOll of 1868, begi nll ing the Tell Years \\'a r. 
was proba bly decisi\'e in th e cnding o f sl:m:!l'. a lthough dearly th e 
Cuban and Puerlo Ri can aboli tio nist activi ties (incl nding th c fo r­
Illa tion of til e Spa llish Abol i tio l li s L~ Socie t)' in Mad rid 1865) wen ' 
abo highly inlhll' llti al. The Spanish go\'ernment decreed gradnal 
aho lition in IH70. Th eil , in what appeared ;t despera te movc 10 
hold O il to thc C:lribhe;[n culo nics. o lle of th e firs t acts of Spain's 
First Republic in 187:\ was to abo lish slaw' l')' \\'itll co mpensa tion in 
Puerto Rico with a required th ree-rea r cOlll ract for fl'(·c wage labo r 
[0 fon11l~r owners, Eman cipation fo r Cliball slaves had 10 await tlte 
ending of the Te ll Ye;[f'S W;1r. th e se ltkme llt of the de bris fo l1owing 
i L~ d ose. and thc Res[oJ-;l tio ll orlhe l\ourhon monarchy, In 1880. 
Lh e RcstOntt ion go\'crnllle ill cnacted an olher grad ual {' manci pa' 
I iOl1 law fo r Cuba that req uirccl a ll e igh t-ycilr perind o f apprelll ic('­
ship of sla\'t:s to their masters aflcr which freedom would be gin:n . 
nU[ aga in . th e design did no t fit f('ality and that b w \\~ tS supe rceded 
by :l1Io tlll:r. finall y freei ng all slaves in Cuba in 1886, 

Thl' :ullhor concl udcs that lhe Mi mer:lClioll of Cuban and PII ' 
(·!"tu Rican rcfo rme rs with l' ... lacl rid libcr:tls produced abo lition ism" 
alld that "the inte rsection of abo lilionislll with revolu tionar), 
chanp;cs to the imperial u nit'!" in Cuba anrl Spai 11 kd to t IJ(' SOt~ i (· ty's 

d(' termin ed attacks OIl Antillean sl;wcryM. lrou icall )" the endin g o f 
sl;wery was produced hy dillc ren t parts of a 1 ()O~l y i lHt~gr:1t ed "sec­
oncl" empire bu il t on a base of a "second sla\'er)'." It is also ck ar 
fro111 the co nclusio ns o f th e work that thc aholi tio n of th e slave 
t fade and sl:t\·t:q! in Spaill , Cuba . and Pucrto Rico \\~ lS accom plished 
by a combinatio n o f libe rals and cons('n~ lti \·cs in the ehh and lIow 
o f rc\'olmional) ' ini lia Li vcs and visions o f empire. ECOliom ics were 
i11lpot'tanl. I,he public mobi lizatio n cssential , but in the end. it '\~ IS 

th (' in terests or percciw'd int e rCSL~ o f empin.' ami rctent ion u f thl' 
Caribbean colon ies "'ithin that cmpirc thai C;lrricd Lhc da),. 

U";lIf'fS;/J' vJ 1lI;II O;.~ Dl'KWOOO LO NG 
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For HOlloI', Clor)" & U"io,,; The Mexictlll alld Civil War [...etters oj Brig. 
Ct.". lVilliam Haines Lytle. Edited by RUlh C. Carter. (Lexington: 
Un ivers ity Press of Ke ntucky, 1999. xiv, 244 pp. A nOle o n Ihe ed­
iting. acknowledgmen ts. introductio n, ;'ppcndices, bibliogra­
ph)" index . S27.50 cloth. ) 

William Haines Lylle MIS an illlen:sting mal l. Bu m in Cincin­
nali in 1826, he was reared in an upper class fa mily \I'ilh conn ec­
tions Lhrougholll Ohio and in to Ken tucky. Lytle was well ed llcated 
ami imbibed po litics frolll an ea rly age. He fo lloll'ed his fa the r as a 
suppol'I.er oft.he Jacksoniall DeIllO(;f,lts II'hich helps to ex plain why 
he \I~\S a stro ng ad\'oc:ne of th e Un ion while sympath izing with lhe 
somhc rn posili oll before the Civil War. Aft.er graduating from the 
University of Cincinnati i\ lId studying law, Lytle \'ol unteered fo r the 
war with roo'lexico serving as a captain bill seeing no combat . He edl­
oed the spi ri t of Ihe re naissance man b)' bei ng an accomplished 
poet lI'ith man)' published poe ms to his cred it. In the pe riod be­
tween the wa rs, Lytic seemed unable to settle on a calling, shifting 
un easily fro m law to politics to bw ab':lin . The outhrCOIk of the Civil 
War freed him from indccision. however. an d gave meaning to h is 
life, )-Ie rece i\'ed appoi n tllle ni as colonel of vOlulltcers, earn ed pro­
mOlioll to Brigadier General. and was wounded in each of the 
three battles in which he led troops. T he last wou nd , received at 
Chickamauga, proved fa tal, end ing what promis,~d to he an out­
standing miiital1' caree r. 

Unlort.umHcJ)'. 100 Iiule of the lll'lle rial in the letters collected 
here will be of in te resl 10 either Ihe gener;,1 reader or the scho lar 
see king l11"t,(' ri"ls 0 11 the politics of Ihe border states o r th e war in 
the Wesl. Instead. the co lleCtion is fill ed with COllllllents abollt L)'­
t\c's personal concerns such as his new pistols. the health of his 
ho rse, and family matlers. 

Still. th is is nOI lO say lhal there arc not some va luable items. 
Lyllc's ICHers fro III i\'lcxi co provide good dcscriptiollS of the lan d­
scape "nd re"eal the racism that was COlllmon amon g American 
forces. Some of lhe lcllers o ne r graphic evidence oflhe difli cltl ties 
of GUlIpaign ing armies sLlch as when he complains o f "rai n­
drenchin g po uring rains tha t wei a man to the skin e\'ery da( (74) 
du ri ng the struggle fo r West Vi rgin i" ill 186 1. O the r lcuers are 
m luable. 100, for showing the ki nd o f political maneuve ring tha t 
was e ndemic alllong the \'olulliec r un i\.'; as officers tried to pull 
strings 1.0 secure pro lllotion. Sti ll o lher lell ers WOlle n while Lytle 
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was servi ng ;n C.onfederate te rritory. espt'cia lly in Eo ISI Tenl1t::sscc , 
de pict Sl1l1lC uf lI lt.: ho rrors uf conflict ;11 lo(a l areas. 

Th e edi tor, RllI.h Can er. an archivist lur the Univers ity uf Pitls­
burgh Lib" .. "), SystCII1 , Ims provided a goud bricrbiogmphy of Lytl t· 
ami has dOllC an cxccllcnI job supplying needed info rmatiun to 
make tilt; leu crs usable . ami thc Uni ve rsity Press of Kcntllck), has 
produced a han dsome vulume. Slili . it can be argued Ihac publish­
ing a selection ufthe more UScflllktl,ers ,L'i an art icle il l a scho larly 
might have servcd thc hislOr1cal profession JUSt as wel l. 

T(Jr/l'ffm St(llt' U"ilwrsil)' MICI IAJ::L D . PI ERCE 

"jOltillgs from DiJ.;e": The Cil,;/ War Dispatches oJSergem11 Miljor Step/II!" 
F. f1e1wrty, U.S.A. Edited by Philip .J. Reyburn ,llId Ten")' L \Vil­
SOIl. (I~aton Rouge: Louisiaua State Un;vers;ty Press. 19<)9. xiii. 
262 pp. Prcf<ICC. introduction . hibliogra phy. indt'x. $29 .95 doth .) 

Scrgeall t j\·\; ti0r Stephen Fra mjs Flchany's ':/utl ings from 
Dixic" \\~ IS a se ries of fifty-five le tters published ;u the Rock Island 
(Ill inois) I h gu_\ and Ihe Rock Ishllld Hh'ki)' Uni(1tI from Sepu'mbe r 
1862 to Seplember 1864. Fle harty ( 1836- 1899). an Illillo is n:llivc, 
had worked as a schoolteacher, printe r. cle rk, and small-tOIl'II post­
mastcr before Ihe (:h~ 1 War. After th e baltl!: orShilo h and McCleI· 
lan's unsllccessful campaigll 011 t,he Pen insula ill 1862. I>rcsidc llt 
Abr~lh am Lin coln called fo r 300.000 more Iroops. Althis poin t Fle­
hart)' believed it \\~ IS h is M(lIuy" 10 join tlll-" Unio n ann}' so he en­
listed in Company C o flh e IO~d Il lin ois Inrantl")' in August ISO:! . 

Although the I O~d Ill illois marched illlo Kelllllcky in respo ns(' 
to Ur:lxtOIl nr~ lgg's c<lllrpaign in the state, thcy d id linle Iwyond gar­
rison liut )'. Afte r a panicularly fntstr:1 ting march , Fl ch:rn y called 
fu r more ca\~lh")' sil let: inEmtry were ullable to 1110\'1; fast cnnllp;h \() 
in tcrcepl motm tcd raid ers such as./ol ll1 HUllt 1I,'lo rgall . In Novem­
be r 1862. th e I02d moved 10 TCllnCSSt':e wlle rc they Sp('ll[ 1l1ost of 
their time 11l 11 il Februal)' 186'1 guarding various stre tches o f rai l­
road . T hclI Fleharty II'C lll Ilo l'lh for s(:vCI"";l l mo nths on n.:cruiling 
dUl Y, lirst to Ill inois and Ih en escort ing Ihe l't:,cruits to a ca mp at 
Vicksburg. Fle han }, n:joill cd his 1'l'gimcnl in nurth ern Georgia ill 
carl}' May 1864 and ex peril:nccri his firs t banle at Resa!;a on May 
15. Hc obscrved the banles or Kolh's Fann ami KC1ll1CSaW Moun­
t .. in fro rn a distano::, bill his rcgimelll d id Ho t a(tualty tight ;I)f.lill 
ulltil Pcacllln.:c Creek 0 11.1111)' ~O. After the Union furces captured 
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At.lanta, Fleha rty, for reasons which he chose 1101 to ex plain . de­
cided to stop wriling for the newspapers. 

Since Flehan y's letters co main al most 110 ba ttl e accounts , why 
should ~H1yone bother to read th em? Fl ehany \\~ IS a li terate, ohser­
v,m\. and ent.ertain ing wri te r who g.we excelle nt descriptions of the 
non·military aspects of the war. Activit ies of the soldiers in C'lIl1p. 
th e problems of homesickness. (\m\ll1e constructio n of sheller fo r 
the troops were discussed. AI times Fle harty also boldl )' ex pressed 
h is opinions a lxlllt such ma llc rs as the auitudes of officcrs in g(:n­
cra l and the bad m<l nagell1c l1\ of the G Ull ]) for recrui LS al Camp 
Butlt!r, Illino is. Fleharty described :t 10 1 o f sce ne ry when th e lroops 
wc re tr. lvcling o r arriving at a new camp. He also t.ook o ppo rtuni­
ties w he a tourist. and visited caves ncar Bowlin g Gree n . KenlUck), 
(Novembe r 1862): the Stone's River battlefield (june 1863); An­
d rew Jackson's hOllie, "The Hennitage,~ neilr Nashville (February 
1864); and lhc Vicksbu rg bat tlefield (A pril 1864). He also repo n ed 
o n the allin ldes o f th e Ken tuck), and ' ]"e nncssce c ivilhll lS towa rd the 
Union troops and remarked favorably on th e mi li t<u) ' appe,lI, lI1 ce 
ofSOllle "Neg!'o~ Unio n soldie rs neill' Vicksburg. 

Flcharlysun'ived the war and . llsing his own le tten. ,l\ld 1I000CS pl us 
ule dhuics of scveral commdes, wrote o ne of the earl ic..-sl regimental 
histoties of the war, Our l lRt"timel/l: A 1·!isIOI)' oj Ihe IOU Iflil/ois II/Jrlll")' 
\'OIUlller.rs, willt Skelche.~ oj Ilu: AI/twla ClIIl1paig71, Ihe eeo'l"tia Utlid, lIlIIl Ihe 
O l llllJ(ligll oJII,,' emu/iI/as. published in Octobel' 1865. He sen'ed asjus­
tice or the peace " nd as a tllelnbe r of II Ie IllillOis hnusc ofreprescnta­
tives ( 18i0-72), while continuing: hisjoumalistic career. In 1875. he 
mo\'ed to Nci)l<1Ska where he \\~\S pliv.lIc secret:uy to the governor 
( 188 1-83), but he soon movcd 10 'nUllpa because he \\~lS sllffe ting 
fro m tuberculosis. He died ill North O U'olina ofpnciullo nia in 1899. 

The editors of the \'olume have done a good j ob of imrorl ucing 
and annotating Flc1li1 rty's leiters to the newspapers. He apparently 
wrote a num ber of letters to fiJm il)' membe rs also, which the edit ors 
used for annota tion purposes. Whi le these fifty- fi ve Ic ttcrs stand 
\'e IY wel l on their own, it miglll have made the account SC(,111 more 
comple tc had Ihe edi l.Ol'S included nUllil)' correspom\ence for the 
~-lar('h 1.0 the Sea and th rough lhe Ca rolims. Ho\\'c\'c r. th ere ma)' 
ha\'e been stich grcat stylistic din'e re nces bctween th e two types of 
lett.ers that t.l tC COIlt1'<lSl wOl lld ha\'e been anno),ing. In an)' G ISC. lh is 
volume is a worthwhile addi lion for :t ny Civil War colleClion. 

Ullil/t'1'sily oJ'Jr""lt.Ssre, Knowif//! G LEN\lA R. $CIIROEDER-LEIN 
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Civil War MaCOl/, By Rich;,rd W. lobst. ( r-.'Iacon : MIT(t' r lIniw r~ily 

I~n:ss, 1099 . xiii. 462 pp. List n f ill liSt rations. acknu\\' led g-men ts. 
ililrodilction . appe ltdi ccs, index. 35.00 cIOlh .) 

Macon, the fifth larl-:"CSI city il t l;i:orgia ill 1860, IXC:II11C a ee n­
leI' of intense: t;cUI1!JlH ic and mililary aClivit)' du ring tlw Civil War. 
\Vilh" whil e popillatinn orove r fiw.! thous:md ;m(\ mure thatt Ihree 
Il1 u u,"'ltld sl'lw.'s. l'. lacoI ' supported atl arTIlY ar$enal, ;tnm)!),. iro n 
\\'ork.~ , :md weapons l ,thOl~llnr)'. It \\~ IS:1I1 imporTant I~ lilruacl hub 
and the sil,e o f bOlh ;1 large p risonc r-ol:war <::lIli p and scveral mili­
tary hospitals. II beGlllle a cenler tor raising a nd [raillillg Confl:{\e l"­
;lI e troops, and it se rved as he;ulr[1lanc rs fo r the C eorgia Reserves 
duri ng lile last yea r o f the \\~lr. In shorl. as Richard W. lo bst main­
tains. Ihe story or \\~ trti llll': Macon and its peuple is in many w:t)'S 
"the ~ IOIy of Il ll' urban poplllati!111 (If the L()wer Suul il " (I). 

10l1$t has <tccc pt eci lhe c hallc nge of ceiling tlwI Sl0ry, rmd he 
slIccel'{is to an admintbll' tiegTct.', This is :t workmanlike accuUn t or 
lift' in tlJ(' urban Confe deracy, filled With de1;,ill; ofholl' the inhab­
it al lts or M;\Con coped \\'ith fOllr ,s llspe ' lsc(III ye;trs of war. It is a tre:l­
surl.: trol'(' of faCis a nd storics abou t human end unm cl.: , loust se ts 
the siagl; wi th thn'(' c haptcrs dn'Oled to :tn1CbCllll111 Macon, I-len' 
h(' d{~scribcs the popula tion in terms of o ccupations and pmfes­
sin ns. disCllsse~ the ()rga ltiZalio!1 ;lIld rok o r itS ilil litl;' Illii ts. " lid ex­
plains the unfo lding d rama o f the Sl'ce ssioll cri ~ i s in a cit)' whe re 
pro",scl'cssion senlim c nt rcach t~d fe\'e r p itch as cad )' as Decem ber 
I SGO, I-laving dispe nsed wilh Ih ese p reliminaries, he \Urns to tlt t:' 

el'elllfitl \\~ Ir year~ . cxploring C\'cl)'lhing from the rcc ruitme nt and 
tnlining ofC..onfcdc rat!.' tnulps to Ih e.: SlIrrc;nder and ucn lpali!lll o r 
the ci l)' in lhe sp rin g or 1865, 

lobst dCWHCS a largc chllnk or his narn lliw- Il carly I f'lO 
pag-I's-to th e c h ief m itilary ami ecollotni!' inst illll ions of wartime 
Macon: its military hnspitals, arse nal. a n n!)r}" laboratuq', a nd 
prison Cl llI]) (Camp Oglethorpe ). 'I'll{' cOl'enlg(' is cxte nsivc and 
detaikd , :tnd lo bst cou ld Illltke his case Ii)!' th e ecollliluic and In ili­
la ry im portancc uf Macnn based on Ihe roles played hy !lw.~c fi l'c 
in Slitutiuns alonc. Yet. as careflll and informcd ;l" this portion of 
Ih e tes t le nds In be, lo bsl mighl hal'e handled il mo r!.' deliberately, 
R:ttlH'r than \\'e:\\,lng- thc stories of the hospital", armor)'. ' lI"Senal. 
a nd so 011 il1tO his 11;IIT;.Itl"C. he has scpar~Hcd-l'ery nearl), iso­
la tl 'd - thcm fnllli Illc rest of III I.' c it y's e xperiell cc. Ltdl of the fi\'c 
is d escrihed o n its OWlI IcrIllS. from its creal io n early in Ihe \\';.11' 
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( 1862 in each case) !Lntil the close of the conflict, in a scparate 
chapter. Th e organ ization scems too mechanical. and it dra ins 
some fla vor and pizzaI'. from olher pans o f th e c ity's wartime sagn . 

Most of the rest of t,he book itl\'olvcs two themes: the livcs of 
noncombatants in the cit), ami the whirl of mili tary opcr'ations 
arou nd Maco n. lobsl here avoids his carli er il lstitutional approach. 
but he is sti ll slow to crcate a se nse of human dra ma . Two chapters 
o n the ho me front cover a t';:lIlge OflOpics, including the nllmerous 
fires that plagued the ci ty. c rime. rel igious life. sickn css. disease. CIl­
tcrtai nme ms, and plans for local defense. They provide an inli)r .. 
Illative look at dail )' li fc. with Iltudt of thc information drawn from 
local ;utd c it}' newspapcrs, bl lt again . tlt e author too o ften d escribcs 
fhillgs rather than /)OOpfe, Not lint il t he arrival o f t.lt e U niOlI arlll)' ; \1 

Atlanta, in thc SUIllillcr of 1864. docs the slIspcnse bui ld and th e 
narrative assume mo\'c mCIll through tim e. Then . five compe lling 
cltaptcrs. describing such evc nts as Will iam T. Sherman's march to 
thc sca and J ames 1-1 . Wilson's climati c raid o n Macon . can)' rcad­
ers through 1 he cnd of the \\"dI". 

In olher words. litis is;1 good book that could have bce lt be tl,e r. 
It is th e most complete sun 'cy of wa rtime Maco n availabl e, and it 
represe nts a good deal of di ligent research and di gging aftcr archi­
va l nuggcts by lobst. lf lhe book appears a t times to be more COIll­
pilation th an story. it may bc th at Jobst simply could not digest the 
enormous amoun t or information he had b ..... thered . All autho rs 
know th e feeling. 

UI/iversity oj A f/u/llsas D ANI EL 1-:. SUT H ERLAN[) 

Joseph E.JoIIIIstoll alld tile DeJense of RicllmQI,d. By Stcvc n 1-1 . Nc\\·ton . 
(L'l.wrencc: Univers ity I'ress o f Kansas. 1998. xiii. 278 pp. Pre!: 
ace, ackno\\ofcdgmcil t,<;, append ices, notes. bibliogr.tph)" index. 

29.95 cloth .) 

For most stmlents or th c Civil War. the histOJ), oflhe Confeder­
ate Arm)' of North ern Virgin ia began Wilh Ro bert E. Lec 's assum p­
tio n o f com mand afte r Joseph E. J o h nston 's wounding o n 31 May 
1862 al the Uattle of Seve n Pines. Although Johnston had com­
manded the nl lclc us o f this army since Jul y 186 1, historians ha\'c 
te ndcd to vk w him as the underachievi ng caretaker of a military 
orb ..... nization destincd to ht: led il1lo im lliorlalit)' by Lec. While rc... ... 
cupcrati ng from his wounds, c\'cn J ohnSLOt1 told a visitor th aI thc 
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shot wh ic h fe lled him a t Sevcn Pim.:s was ~ tbc ve ry bcst that has 
bee n I1red fo r the Southern ca use yct. ~ 

III jos/'ph E, j Ol/IIS/OII (lIIll tllI'Defellse oj Riel/mol/d. Stevc n H, Ncw­
tOil reexalllil ics J oh nston 's pc rfonna nce in Virgin ia between A11-
b'l. lst 1861 and May 1862 while cOlTlmanding thc futu re Arm)' of 
No nhe rn Virginia, In th e p reface, the Univcrsity of De laware his­
tory pro fessor wastcs no l i111 e proclaiming ~ that the teno r of this 
,,'ork is p ro-Joh nslOn," While in many n:spe(L~ Newton's work 
miglll be morc aptl), c lllitlcd ':J oseph E. Johnsto n and the Defense 
of Jose ph E. Jo hnston, " he gencra lly provides an even-handed 
treatment of.l ohnswn and a fresh look at a re lat i\'el ), neglected pe­
r iod ofl he \\'ar in Virginia, 

Ncwt011 focuses o n J ohnsto n and Il is army's ac tivi ties be twee n 
Ma rch ami ~'I a)' 186 1. beginnin g wi th his rc:treal fro m C:entrevi\1e 
ami ending wit h his ,,'o lmding.1l Seven Pincs, Newton secs J olms­
to n as an able leader ami com petClH adm inislt'\lo r who c ilcclin;i), 
pe rformed a scries of th ankless duties 10 help insure the successful 
ddcllse of the COllfcderale Glpital,J ohnston's task hccamc increas­
ingl)' compli(ated as Lee and Preside lll ,lclferson Davis beca me 
incre'lsingl}' involved in Ihe planning an d execut ion of the o\'el<lll 
opel';lIio n. Davis and Jo hnston 's uneasy intc l~ lc tion duri ng this (,;U11-
paigll drove a wedge be tween the two mc n that never was removcd , 

The autho r also shows how J o hnston's o per:Hions were al: 
fec ted by Ihe performance uf his subordinates, particularl ), Gusta­
vus W. Smith and .l ames Longstrec t. When he began his retreat. 
Jo hnslOn vicwed Smith as h is most \"I uable IiCI11.CnanL B)' May 3 1, 
Smith lost lhe rOllli dcnce of his cummander and essentially was 
ftlllctio ilin g as; \ high-l<lllking a ide de camp. J ohnston came IU rel)' 
more on the ahility ami advice of Longstrec l, despiTe the C('or­
gi al1 's den:lo ping pClu:ham for on ly ha lf hc'lI'1edly supporting o p­
c l<ltio tls which he d id not believe ill . 

Throughou t Ihe narl<ltivc, Newto n c011li l1uall), pounds home 
one unifYing messagc: .I o l111stoll'S performan ce in Virginia in ea rly 
1862 111\1St be viewed sep.II.Hdy from the rest of his Civil War GI­
reer, Newton contends tha t o the r historiam hare do ne Jo hnslon a 
dissel,\,icc byjudgillg this cilmpaign asjusl anothe r in a Ion I-{ linc of 
rCtreat" 11(: would execu te during the \\~I r, As Ne\\'tOll POilUS o ul. 
hot h Davis and Let' advoc;ucd Jo llllslon 's 1 86~ retrea t as the best 
co urse 10 ddc nd Rich mond . Th e o peration a. lso ended wi th 
,J ohnston launching an o rrensive allack at Seven Pincs, Ne\VlOll 
writes, "Th rOlI,g-ll rhoict, or ci rCl ltnSIa.nce, liowc\'e r, j(lhllSIOn d id 
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Il ul fight anoth er ontmsivc banle lItu iI nead y thn:e yea rs lale r. al 
Be ntonville. " 

Although Newloll readily adm ils j o hnslo n 's shoncomings as a 
military leade r. he oft en overreaches ill his atte mpl to give the Vir­
gi nian credit ror the sllccessrul defe nse of Richmond . I-Ie rarely 
mentiollS th e impact thallil e l.illlid ity o rhls opponenl , Union Gen­
eral George B. McClellan . had on j oh nston 's o perations. On mo re 
than o ne occasion , he unconvinci ngl)' tries to gi\"c j ohnslOl1 1110 rc 
credit t.han is duc for t.he success o f Sto nCloJall j ackson in the 
Shcnandoah Valley. Finally. johnston had pract ically nOlhing 1.0 do 
\\'ilh j ohn Banklu:ad Magruder's successr.11 de rense of Yorktown . 
which was perhaps the 1I10st impo rtant single reason why McClel­
lan was unable w capHire Richmo nd. Ne\\'lOn wailS until Ihe fina l 
chapter to discuss the impact lhese three rn en had on j o hnsLOn 's 
campaign. 

Ol'erall. Newto n makes a strong case fo r examining the j oseph 
f. . j ohnston o r 1862 separately from the 18G3- 1864 model. He also 
raises an interesting q ueslion concerning th e impact his wounding 
al Seven Pines may have had on his ped o nnance late r in the war. 
Newton asks the reader 1.0 po nder whe lherJo hnsto ll 's Civil War ca­
reer ma}' havc tumed o ut difTerelllly ir he cuuld have been able 10 

take the lessons he lea rn ed o n May 31, 18G2, and gone back into 
battle the next day. Ne"'ton contends thatJ o hnslon's \\'otmds "al_ 
most rroze his dCI'c!opmcnt as a field genera l fo rel'e r," 

LibraT)' of I'irgillia, Richmollli DALE HARTER 

Lellers 10 Amanda: TIlt! Civil War ul/en; of Marion Hill Fit7.patrick, 
Anny of Northern Virginia. Edited b)' j eO'rey C. Lo\\'e and Sam 
I'lodges. (Macon: Mercer Unil't.' rsity Press. 1998. xxi, 227 pp, 
Foreword, introductio n , acknO\\'led gments, a note o n the leXI, 
bibliography, index, $29.95 cloth ). 

In Octobe r 1863, Pt; \~l te Mario n Hill Fitzpatrick or Com pany 
K, Fo rty-Fifth Georgia II1 f: uul)' Regime nt wro\C ho me to his )'OImg 
wife Amanda thai "Illy poor pen rails to gil'c even a faint descrip­
tion or the sufferi ngs o r th e soldier. I \\'111 leave it for fUllIre histori­
ans LO te ll, bUI nel'er wi lljustke be don e the subj ect" (94), Despi te 
this lame llt, th is Georgian 's Civil War le tters help in no small way to 

recreate the grueling existence or tilt: com mo n soldi er in that 
struggle. jeO'rey C. Lowe and Sa m Hod ges. both descendan ts or 
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Fitzpalrick. lIa\'(" prod uced a new edil ed collen ioll of OVl'r one 
hundred of h is ICl1 e rs I hal arc a microcosm of th e Confedcr:uc ex­
perie nce. 

\-Vhe ll seccssion alld W,Lr chaugcd his lift: . tl.hrion 1·lill Fit z­
pa trick was a IweLU r-SC\,CII yi:ar old fa rmer alill it.intr.mt scholll­
teacher frOIll Cn.l\\ford COllllty, GClIrgi::l . A:; a hll~ba Lld and new 
fa ther he cen ai nly did not hllllger fo r a place in thc ranks. bilL tht! 
fe ar of conscription puslted him illtO Ihe FOl'ly-Fi fth Georgia b}' tile 
sprillg of 1862. Hi ll Fitzpatr ick \\".15 an ardellt suppone!" o f the (',on­
fetleraC)' and vuwed 10 "do wit ho ut l11eal ahogclher than subm it to 
Fil l kec rule" (29). Such St !"OIlg se nti llle lits slL.~ l a illcd Fitzpallick dur­
ing thc hard days 10 cOllie and arc evidellt in all his cOITl'SpnlH.iCI1Ce. 

Th e Funy-Fifll l Georgia se rved as a pa rt of A. P. Hi1l's famous 
divisio n. giving Fitzpatrick a vanlage poill t to sec l11uch of the war 
in Vil"),,'; nia. He fI rst "saw th e elephant- during the $c\'en Days bat­
tles and dH~ rc sun'ereel a slight woun d. Hili il was at Frede ricksburg 
that a bulle t bad ly bruised his ribs and led him to repon that "ne\'er 
had anything hun quite so bad bcforc "(37) , placing him in Ihe 
hospital, ilnd Fitzpatli ck was fated to be a patient several ti mes for 
\~l l'ious co ndit io ns. 

Recovered fro m his wound , the Georgiall rejoined his regi­
me nt in lime for the 1 8G~ Chan cellorsvi lle cam p;Iign in wh ich he 
servcd wi th particular "'110 1' u nde r fire. III hca lth 1,Ither than Union 
lead fe lled him afler th is dash . am i o ll ce more landed Fitzpatrick 
ill a hospital \\~ I rd. He did not return to his comr:lrlcs unti l tbe!":t ll 
and thus missed the deadly fight at Gettysburg. 

Th e ri~o l-s ufanllr life tempcred Hill Filzpauid: . but nothing 
pained hilllll10 rc tha n lhe lo ng separat ions fro m his wife ali(I baby 
SI) I1. The hurdens his beloved -Collt" ellCiured ak)lw weighed 
heavily 011 his mi nd , and he commented in a letter 10 her ill Sep­
tember H:!G:i how proud he was of his ~ t fllC :111£1 heroic Southern 
w0l11al1"(85). Like so many othcr Southe rn men, Private FitL­
patrick learned a new appreciation orlhe value of"womall 's lI'ork~ 
like cooking and sewil1 g wlte. ! these tasks wcre thrust upon thetH ill 
mi lil:lI)' camps. 

T he return of spring to Virgi nia in 1864 saw the vcteran Fitz­
p;lIrick now a sharpshooter and skinnislH'r, which e\"CI1 he admit­
lcd was - ticklish at ti111esW( I ~8). It WitS ill lhis rul e lhat Fitzp;lIrick 
\\'(,'n! through the O\'e l'land Campaign that fina lly brough l Lec 's 
army to Petersburg. He wearily co nfessed that "now it is nothi ng 
l.lll !. fight. ligh t. and we arc in dange r .. 11 Ihe ti l1I e" ( 149). Sneh com-
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bat stress rui ned th e Georgia n 's heil h,h yet again , and he escaped 
for a tim e to a field hospital. n y Ocwbe r, he retumed to a promo-­
tion to se rgeant m:yor on the regi me nt staff. T h is new position 
ht:lped him to survive the hard wimer in th e Petersburg trenches, 
and he e\'en managed a furlo ugh home. 

Sergean t M,yor Fi tzpatrick declared in January that "Yankees 
may ki ll rue but will never subjuga te me" ( 194 ). Unlorlll n:llely 
Ihese words became prophecy when enemy shrapnel tore into his 
hip dllring Ihe fitlal Union assault o n I~Clersburg; he died fro m this 
wound o n April 6 , 1865. Howe\'er, his SlOry lives on in these le tt.e r:i. 
and th e ed itOI'S provide ,ldcq llalc and helpf!ll an nota lions. Ovcrall . 
Lettrl'S /0 A II1f11ul(l11lakcs a COll lributiOlI to the lil e rat urt: of the Civil 
Wa r and the men who fought il. 

Horj(/(l Ills/illlie oJTechllolO1JJ' RonEKT A. Tlm .OR 

Africall Amerieall Womell During the Civil War. I~y Ella Forbes. (Ncw 
York: Ga rland Publish ing, Inc., 1998. xv, 272 pp. Prcface. abbre­
viations. bi bliography, index. · 64.00 doth.) 

Ella Forbes is a pioneer in he r aHcmpt LO reconstruu th e role 
of African American women duri ng the Civil War. T his task is made 
evcn more di fficu lt by the fact t,h,1( writers of African American 
wome n's antebe ll um history must attempt 10 gath er info rmation 
from a "depersonalized objectifica tion of the black female presence" 
(\'ii ) in American historiogra phy. Th e lack of avai lable resources 
for telli ng the African Am erican fe male's story has been furth er 
complicat.ed b)' the f~\c t thai tradit ionally, the h istory of African 
American women h;L'i bee n collectively tied to th at of African 
American males. These pas t actions havc contributed significantl)' 
to maki ng the h istOJi cal prescnce and contributions o f African 
Alnerican wome n invisible . 

Accordi ng to Forbes, a collective history was Onet l perpelltated 
by Africa n Am erican women who had, as their p rimary goal , care 
for the e ntire }\frican American comm unity. Forbes asserts ,hat AI: 
rican Ame rican wome n sha red responsibility for crea ti ng a collec-
11,'e hiSlOrical pas t because they saw themse lves as shari ng a 
common !"acial hislOl1' with Afri can America n me n [hat could nOI 
be separ,lt,cd by gel IdeI'. J llst as whi te anlebcJlllm womcn , th ey saw 
their economic fo rtu nes and socia l fU llIres tied to the success of 
their ilIe n. It is Forbes's belief thai Afrio m American women 



224 FLORIDA HISTORICI\!.. Q UARTERLY 

ilchi<:!ved Ha cc nain no bilil)' by plar ing a slippo ning role !o lilt:ir 
husbands, f:uhcrs, SOilS, and brothcl'S,H (vii ) and that sex ism was 
o nl), a minor consideration in their minds. Forbes supplies evi­
de nce that African American II'omen saw the crea tion of free and 
stable families-the bui ldin g hl ock of free and stable black COlll­
mlln it.ies-as a cause wor! h>' of racial solidarity. Th e quest fo r swble 
African Al lleric;t tt conllnUllities I'~IS milCh more important than 
concern over gender issues, beGUls(: through stable, free bl ack 
COlll 1ll1111i ties, Afri ca n American wome n could bt; ('xolH.' r'Hed . In 
additio n. Forbes indic:ttes Africall Amelican I,'omell were forct::d t.o 
work fo r black 1i1'>c I~Hio n and black freedom because Ihe)" morc 
than tlte Afrie ... American male , were mo re tlirt::c tl ), confronted 
and chall t:: ll gcd by nega tive stereotypes which included t.h eir 1 ~\Ce 

and tlle ir wom:lnhood . Fo rbes cred its black women with provid ing 
for th e eco uomic well being- of th t:: black family while their men 
fought for black freedom in the Unio n Annr 

Afri ca ll American 11'0111<: 11 brought many I~t ried experiences, re­
so urces. :md backgrounds illio tht::ir battlc fo r c it izcllShi p. See king 
to insure l'icIOI) ' for black mel I \\~ L'\ also a viCH)I) ' for black women: 
Aliican American women actively worked to recruil African Ameri­
can males il1lo th e Union milit'lIY To combat the negati\"t:: image of 
Afri can Americans. black women feve rishl ), supported the ··freed­
man." Thro ugh thei r strong philanthropic work, African American 
women succ(~ss ful\}' ill flllt:: ll ced Congress to create the Freedman 's 
Uureall and panicipaled in Ih e t::s tablishmen l of seve ral organi'lA"1 ' 
liolls around the nation that served 10 (~dllcatt: . 11111'Se, feed , clothe, 
and IIOIIse w01 lnded soldiers. Africa n Americal! wO l11e n followed Af­
rican American men into batue 10 provide needed medical ;men­
lion and support services lhal \\'ere oftcn denied by white onicel"s. 

Forbes estimates that lI earl)' 250.000 Africa n America ns aCli \'Cly 
panicipal erl in the Civil W;lr. Se"cral of these active \\~\r participants 
were Africal! American WOlllell. r.,'lany \,'cre camp follo\\'er.~ labeled 
"contmbands," drawn to t.he lllili!;II) ' experience by following black 
men to milita r}' camps I1pon ell lisll11e nl. Some lI'ere itHroduced \0 

milil<lI)' life when they made the decision 10 take their freedom, 
fl eeing 10 th e prot ection of Union militill1' lines. CUlI P conll11;l11d­
crs. quickly n·a li ~.ing Ihc hcndil of free labor, put Afrk.tn Amed can 
women 10 productivc usc, in man)' instances, assigning lhem the 
.~ame milil:tl1' duties as their malc count.erp:lrts wit h the except ion 
lh at Africa n American womcn received cUllS idel~lbJr less or no pay, 
T llcsc ac tj\·c military dll li<:!s indm\{·r\ Inul itional roles normally as-
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signed to wome n such as thac o f nurses, cooks, and laundresses, as 
well as non- cJ~l(li tional roles normally reserved for men such as 
cam p workers, sen~lIlCS, mili ta ry seouL." spies, and j Ollrn a lisLS, 
Through recou ntillg the mi lila ry roles assigned African American 
wo men , Fo rbes demonSlnlles the lack of distinctiol1 or adva ntage 
female gende r .. flarded black women. This lack of gender d isti nc­
tion served to further ban Afr ican American women from the cult 
of "crue womanhood" h)' insllril lg their continued usc as fo rced la­
bor, thereby maintai ni ng and reinforcing a clear distinc ti on be­
[weell Eu ro pean and African American women . 

Usi ng in formation take n fro m collections of Africa n American 
women's club records, the American Missio nary Association. the 
Fn:cdmc n's Bu reau, Afri C;1Il Ame riciln newspapers. diaries, and au­
tobiogra phies wri lten by African Ame rican wome n, Forbes recon· 
structs an invisible histol) ' fo r today's reade rs. Using examples fro m 
snch well-kn own autObiog l~lp hies as that of African American Civil 
War nurse and educator Susan King Ta),lor, and Civil War sp)" 
nurse, and seoul Barriel Tubman , Forbes ex plores che lives orwell· 
known and lesser-known anlcbdhllll Africall American women. 
The li \'cs oflesser--known black women are reconstructed lhro ugl, 
the usc of club records, newspaper articles. and personal d iaries. 
From such sources. we lea rn o f' the aCl ive role African Ame rican 
women (Ook in creating and supporti ng sc hools. hea lth ca re or~f."­

ni zations, and homes to care for o rphan ed . ill , and aged Afri can 
American mc n . wome n. and child rcn . Fo rbes onc rs many exam­
ples of natio nwide participation b)' Africa n American females by 
providing information on th e formation of such local self-help 0 1'­
gani7..ations as T he Ladies Sani ta,)' Associa tion in Ph ilade lphia . the 
Firsl Female Contraba nd Aid $odet)' o f Alexaudria , Virgi nia. and 
the Rcli<:f Associat.ion o f Elmira, New York, to name a few. T he fo r­
mation of these local self-help organi zations across the nation in­
voh'ed t,he suppOrt o f elit e and newly freed Africa n American 
women who sought 1O crase class distin ctio ns am ong themselves by 
choosi ng to avoid usc of such Lt: rms as "Mrs. " o r ~~Iiss" when refer­
ring to each o the r. r..'lidd le-dass Africa n Ame rican women. whose 
fa mily backgrounds oft en incillded several gene rations offreedo m, 
tOok the lead in aiding newly freed so uth ern black women in estal, 
lislling Illc tllods to stabilize th eir Cotnlllul lilies. 

11le rHost valuable asset o f Forbcs's work is the informatio n she 
provides reade rs by listing loc<ll and state scll:help organizations 
fa nn ed at. Lhc tillle of and imm ediately fo llowing th e Civil War. 
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Forbe.~ expends greal dlo rt lu dununeIH IllC names of each knowll 
Afri can Amc rican fcmale involved in ('fealing a local, n::uional. or 
in tern;u iunal aniebelilim scll:help organizat iOl I. Tllnlugll Ilc r ef­
forts. F()rbes has made th ese 1,'u IllCII visible, ami nt:;Jde il possible 
lor research to continue 011 this il1lport:mt work within local COIII­
munitics. En': I) ' reader has much to gain fro lll this text. Somt' o f it 
is w(·l1·known hiSl.ol) ': Illllch of il is lie \\, information which ehal­
lc ll g'CS liS to d o more resl'lirch o n the work of arllehell lltll Arrican 
!\lIlcriCall wOlllcn in 0111' IIWII indi\'idllal slaws a nd rC!;,riolls, 

AL1{ ; ~:sn'NE TllIU .Ey·Ant\:'IS 

Families & Freedom: A ()oCl/men/ary iNs/ol)' of Ajrinlll American Kill­
sllip ill ,III' Civil War Em, Edi t,ed br Ira A. Berlin alld Leslie S. 
Rowland. (New York: Th e New Press, 1997, xx, 2:>9 pp, Acknowl­
edgments, preface, editorial method , short titles amI abbreda­
tio ns, in truduction , notes, in dex. 2:J.!){1 cloth. S I6.9!i pape r. ) 

III the past fe\\' ),ears scholars hal'l': focused on the slave ramily 
and iLS tnmsli)rlllalion o\'(:r tillie. Th is blHlk. cdill:d by Inl He d in 
and Leslie S. Rowland. IXlth ;\1 the U ni\'c rs il}, of ~'I a r)'lalld , pn's(~ nIS 

:U'I int i:! n~s t in g- select iOlls o r le lll' rs and mhcr correspondcnce writ­
tell b)' slaves and funnel' slaves co nc(' rning f< unily and kinship l i c~ 

dnritlg and shortly aftcr the Civil War. 
This co llection of letters was compiled by thc nlitors Ol'er 

l1Ii1n)' rears. Ik rl in an d Rowland cellt cr thc ir fi rs t chapter on the 
lcuers wriH cn by escaped ho nd people from th e \'arioliS limllS and 
plantations of the Sollt h . ilnd th eir subseCJ ucllt rescue b) Union 
forces. Cll apt er twO iocuses o n slave f:lllli li(:s who successfull y made 
il to thc protection nf UlIio n fnrccs locat ed within the Cunfedt' I~ 1I1;: 

States. Chaplers th rce and fou r ce nte r arOllnd slal'es who joined 
the Union milila,)' as soldiers in lhe fl't;(· and hflrd('r Slat es and 
their concerns abonl the trcallllC!ll or farnil ), and kinfolk leli be­
hind on various plantations and r:lrlll ~ th roughout Illl' South . 
Chapters live through sevell explo re black suldiers' qut.: ~ LS to find 
losl b lni l)' nl('rnbc rs--tl ,a t is, hllsbands a nd "1ves, p:lrents and chi l­
d rell aft er tht· war. The It: lten; in these ch;,pten; serve as a testament 
10 the slre ngth alld n :silicnec III' the black fa mil)' during and afte r 
the Ch'il War. And the final chapl e r focliscs 011 th e important'(· of 
g'm n<iparCI1 I$, aunts and uncles. and cOII ~ i ns to th e m'e rall make­
lip of thc bl:U'k fa tnil),. 
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As for Florida, the editors provide a gli mpse into the life o f one 
black soldier statio ned in Florida who ex pre'ised concem s aboUl 
his Elmily in Louisiana , Two letters dcscribt! hlack so ldiers' e lliH·ts 
to assist kinfolk and explure m'IITiage .uTangcllten ts after the I\'ar. 
Unfortllll:tle ly. then ' arc 110 let ters or correspondence from Florida 
bUild servants to their fami lies, kinfolk, o r lo\"{:d o nes in th is oook . 

Bill. it" histo rians O<"lnici Schaler and c.'ulter Brown J r. have 
sho\\'1"1. over om' tholls:md bl acks left East Florida to join Union 
forces. Tile), becaUlc soldiers illl lUlllCl'OUS regiments. incl uding the 
Firs t. Second, and Third South (".arol ina [11 1;l11lr),. the Fifty-fourth 
Massacll usetts, ll nd Ille Second. Eigh th . Twenty-first, Thiny-thi rd. 
Thirty-follrth , Tit irty-f"ifih , l\' il1e l),- l1 illl h. and I02d UnilCs Slates Col­
o n:.:d Illfallu)' (USC I) regimellts. Many left fa milies be hin d btlt re­
IlIrn ed during the wilr to reclaimthclll . Upon being rcu nited . these 
soldiers left \\'ith Iheir famil ies. Many safel y reached Union lili es. 

Among these Florida IX)lJdslTlen who j oined Union forccs, lor 
example, were Thomas WalTen Long ami a sl:lI'e named .lake. Long: 
j oined tile Ulliol l arllly in 1862 but fell compelled to lcave bcllind his 
wife and children . Afkrjoining lhe Thirty-third USCI. he rcturned 
to claim his wife ami two dallght ers. Jake, ;1 nll lal\"dY slave fro m Jack­
sOIlI·il le.juined the Union Anny arouml 1862. Shonl)' afterward, lIe 
relu l"Il (.·d 10 Ihe plan tauon of A. M. Reed to reclaim his wife . To his 
dismar, the master had sold her. Ikfore re tu rning to his regimcnt, 
.l ake 1\~lnted 10 localc Reed. according 1.0 the sl;1\'c holdt.'r's daughter, 
and teach hi m a lesson fo r separating husb:mcl fro m wi fe. The Flor­
ida ex pe rience abounds witll stories of Florida ~Idiers who sought 10 

maintain fi ltuily and kinshi p lies during lhe 1\~ lr, and those who 
sough I 10 strenglh thellt .. lier il ended . This volumc would hal"e been 
ellriched had some of them found du.: ir \\".Iy inlo its pages. 

Ult im:l lciy. I his work docs wh:u al1)' solid docl Ullentarr volu mc 
should do . Be rlin and Rowland expose LIS to mOll nds of rlocUllIell ts 
that le l1 of th e stre ngth and te nacious ll alUre of the s l a\'(~ fami ly 
during and after Ihe Civil War. This impressiv!' book should be 
read by those interested il l .American . African American , and 
Sotl tllcrn Hislory. 

Honda t\ & M V l/iVffSif), 1 .... \lu{\' E. RIVEI{S 

Freedom 's Soldit.'TS: The Blach Mililary E'1Jeriel/ce ill Ihe Civil War. Ed­
ited hr Ira A. He l"l in. J oseph P. Rddy. ami Leslie S. Rowlalld. 
(New York: C.un hridg<: Un iversil Y Press, 1998. xd . 192 pp. Intro-
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(\ucliOI1, a nolC on editorial meth od , sho rt lilies and abbrevia­
tions. illustr' lti01IS. SOI It"ees of dOCUIll t;nls . suggestions for fl lnller 
readin g, index. '1 ~1 .95 . ) 

This book is volume t\\'o in a series b)t Berlin , Reidy. an d Row­
land on the African Amcric<11l experience in the Civil War. /';u dIJ/II S 
Soldiers is conside red al l abbreviated ve rs ion of the aUl.hors· carlier 
work. Tlw mack M i/ilm)' E,.'7H'ril'llrl'. The three have I'irm ly placed 
,hemselves in the position as aulhorilies o n Ihe black Civi l War l1Iil­
ita '1' cxpcricll cc. and \.h is 11 (, \,'C$1 work becomes al\ important addi­
tion to the vcry limited Illllllbc r o f publi calioll s current ly devoted 
to the mpi e. 

As !.heir basis of :tual),sis. lhe allthu rs include all exa minatiun 
o f le ite rs retrie vcd from National Arc hives wriuen by African 
Ame rican so ldiers and th e ir whit e commanding officers during the 
Civil War. 11lro ugh judicious examinatiOIl or the soldiers' OWlI 

words, the aut hors shed lighl a ll how African America ns saw them­
selves and thei r role as fig h ting me n, as we ll as alTer a p ri ma ry 
source 011 dominant \\'hite mi litary o pinio n reg;u'ding the use or Af­
n CII1 American troops. By using "th e cOlllmandin g imager}' of 
their langllage~ contained wi thin pe rsonal 1c[t(~ rs, the authors 
o pe n wi ndows into the li\'es of bl ack soldiers. the ir famili es, and 
their communities (ix). 

All e lll ion is g iven [n [he role of individual states involvcd in 
black Inil1 l;1l)' recrui tnu:n[.. Th e C;lrcful listing of each Slate's re­
c ruitment nt\lnbers a nd pc rso na litil's oncrs insig hT o n popular 
o pin ions opposed lO and slipportive 1.)1' the lISl' of black military 
personlld . III addit io n, this listing provides readcr'S with a source of 
seldo m pl lblishcd ligl lres o n hlack militar}' e n lisllIlc nl.. 

A~ in their previous volume . Be rlin , Rl:idr, and Rowla nd al­
tc mpt IU impress upon readt: rs th e complcx, non-1111 iform. and 
high I)' rac ial mallm::r by whic h African Alne licans w(:rc induc ted 
and maimained wi lh in the I~Hlks of the Union Arm y ami into the 
1llilitary ranks ufthe ConfCdc l<lC)'. Ill' providillg a nationa l O\'en~cw 

uf Ih e protagon ist.-; , vi llains. and poli ljcal and social issll t:s that 
IlHwcd Africa n Amcric;m $ from rormer slaves 10 soldiers, the au­
thors credil black mi lil:ll)' e n rolhn emas the basis for all black citi­
le nship, pal~ l l lding: Lin coln's order gl~ lllli ng Afrin lll Alllericans 
;lccess 10 111i lilal) ' e nlistllle l1l in the Un ion Arm}' " 'ilh the I" pid ad­
va nCC melll of black em;m cipatio n. African American troops ligh[­
ing and dying fur the Unioll arc purtl~lycd as securing d ai ms of f1l11 
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cil izcnship for a ll African Ame ricans. c ncolll-" b>i ng the reade r to 
vicw the struggle of' African Am erica n troops for equali ty wi thin 
mili l" I1' mn ks as (he basis fi ll' equipping the entirc Afri c;uI Amc ri­
can commu nity for the larger struggle it endu red following I he war. 

[I' the re arc fI"w!i 10 Ihis work. t hc), ccnlcr on I he ;Hl I hoI's' lOta l 
depende nce upo n the bl ack lIl ilita ry t'x pe ric llcc as lhe calise ilml 
basis for black libe1'l)' in Ameli ca. Wi lhin the contex t of Il lilila r), t'x­
pcrience. Iht! wri t.e rs \'inuall )' cle\~ llc African f\me rican soldie rs to a 
Slams equa l to that of lower class II,hitt:s, while ,II thc samc ti mc of­
fe ring a cOI lUildioiun to Ih is theo r), by pon raying African Amc6-
cans as "commha nds" Iim it!!rI in Ihe ir abilit ), t(\ bri ng aho ul posiliw: 
change evcn within mi litary nlllk.s. The black mililary ex perience 
\\~.s libe mting for I11 ,UI)' Africall Alm:ricans. I-Io\\'e\'e l', mi lit:ll')' ex pc­
rience did not automatically result in full citizenship fo r all African 
Amcricans in ti lt.' larger so{·ie t)'. Nonh o r South . Withi n their own 
tcxt. Berlin , Reidy, and Rowland rder 10 Ihc limi led righls lind ;IC· 
('Cs.o; cl~jorcd by African Americ ll ls. CVC ll \\~tlli n 111(';r newl), <lcqll ircd 
SIal us as soldicrs. Black mi lil;!1)' ill\'ol\'(:; IIICIII broughl about posi ti\'c 
changes. i.e .. the abi li t}' of African Anrt' ricans to acquire p ro perty. 
Dcalh and sul1c ring along-sidc \.,.hil c so ldier.~ only made it possihk 
for African Americans to make a clai m fiw black Cilizt' llship. II is irn­
po rta nt lo make not,t: Ihal Afri can American males in the military 
we re heavily supportcd ill lIl e ir efforts by the influencc uf nort llc nl 
aho lition iSIS. w01l\en, ami mili lary nccessity (cven the influcnce of 
thesc im p011ant clelllc llLo; bec;une illusive ur nOIl-cx istelll fo llowi ng 
Ihe Civil \-Var). To dowll p lay lire im po n am suppo rt recelvcd 1'1'0111 
Ihese m;yor agit:lms f'Or Afri can Amcricall m; lit:l1,), acceptance and 
{' itizc nship igno res importanl <i lllcbc lium African Amcric l11 histori­
ography cunti nuillg LO dcvelop around this lopic in rcccni years. 

The :Iuthors also assert the i1l1po rt<11Ict: (If the African Ame rican 
mi lital')' ex pelie ncc in the remtl\~d o f' bl ack class distinctions. In 
man)' instances. mi li tall' iuvol\'cmcnt servcd 10 creale e\'en grealer 
class disti nctio ns becausc mi lit;lry pe ll ~iolls. no mal1cr how m('ager. 
crealcd ddillitc social and s trllC l l1 l~ l l d iffcrc l1 ces in th e black com­
mUll il )'. ro.·lilitary pe nsiolls :I IIOI\'c(1 fomll'r slaves to cswhlish incomcs 
SCp;u-.11 C from their funncr maSlen •. creat ed the abili ty of fonnc r 
slaves to purchase proJX:rt),. and d irectl), contributcd LO their ahi li lY 
10 ;lcquire an cdut'atio l1 ;u](l/or ;ICCt:SS to informat ion . As Berlin. 
Reidy, <I nd Rowland ;,ckllOwledge, AfriCll1 America ns frOln north­
ern , middk"-Class fami lies who pos.~csscd the abi lit )' to read ;1I1d wrilC 
were al moSl ah\~I}'S sekcted as oOicers wi lhin black mil itary '-;1I1ks. 
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T hese fo n ner Africall Amcrican mililar}, leaders. hy cavcat. often 
bCGune commu n ity leaders. This selcClion process in iu;clf offers 
evide nce of the formation of class distinctions ;'\s a ll outgrowth of 
mili ta ry experience. These eS l ah l i .~hed leadership roles cuntinued 
10 grow and de\'dop in to Ihe solid black middle-class, \\'l1 icl1 pcr­
sisler! throu~h th t' Ci\'il War and dc"dopmc lI l of th e Ncw Smti h. 

T ile grca lt'st assci Iln·t~ red hy I hi ~ pl lblic;tti()n is its excellc nt lise 
of n.: ft' rCllces. Br prod ucing :t wd l-rcferenct'd. less cumbersome, 
more accessible lex t. Ihe aLllhors have potentially widellcd Iht' au­
d ience of tit use who Gill be beu er in formed abOlLl the hlack mi li­
tary experic llct' in Ihe Civi l War. Th e conc1sc or):,'nn iz:ttion ,mel 
liSting ofava ihlblc resources a llows for ex panded n :search br inter­
eSled panics, 

This abbrevia ted \'ers ion of the African Amcrican mil itary ex­
pc rit:nce offe rs im po na 11l :lddiliollS 10 our basc of kno\\'\cdg'l: o n 
Africat1 Ameri can Civi l War hislOry, In addit io n to providing: scI­
dOlll seen mili ta ry phutngraplls of African Amcricans along wi th 
b1:u:k mil itary statistics. Ih is lex 1 n!C011111S bhu:k mili l;1I1' enlistment 
on a sl:lte-br·slate basis for both tlte Non!! and Sou th . T he au tho rs 
also provide a lisl l)fim pu rt anl persO! lal itit:s associa ted with Ihe for­
ItlatjOlI of black Civil ' Var Ullil,.<1 .. Tl lis illlpnrta llt il lfol'lna tiorl nl;lkes 
Be rlin . Reidy, ami Ro\\·\;t nd 's lalest \\'o rk a ll excd le llt resource. 
Readt' rs may fi nd il di fficult 10 read as a Sl<\lld-alonc lext; howt'"cr. 
it dot's provide a good sll rw:y (If cvents, pe rsonal it ies. and locat ions 
associated \\'ll h Ihe Africa n America n Civil War mili tary ex peri­
eIICC. Beca use of th is, Ikrli n , Reid)' ;11l d Rowland ha,'c o nce ag:.li n 
IIlad(' it \'<llu:tble conlri bll tiOlI by expanding ,IH' lit'leI of knowledge 
011 lh is II l1dt-r-acknowlcdged ;111d li nder-researched aspen o f Afri­
c<m Ame riC;1II h istory, 

Wfsl !fend, Kl'IIlu rk)' 

S/If:r ma,, 's Cillil War: Selected Con'e~polldfJllce of William T Sllenllall , 
1860-1865. Edi ted by Bruob D. Simpsoll and .Jc:tn V. Be rl in. 
(Chapel Hill: Universit}' of Nonh Ca rol ina Press, 1999. xx, 94H pp. 
Lisl Ilf Illaps and ill llStmliilllS, int roduction . aCkll ')w1cdglne n l..~ , 

edi lol"ial llleli lod , s)'mhtlls :t nd abbreviat ions. chl'onological lisl 
ufi e lte rs , lis t of Jt: lt c rs by reci pie il l. indcx. 4:1.00 dfllh. ) 

Simpson ami Ik rl il! pl'(,,~dc il cOI'll Llc,lpia of man: lhan fOUl" 
hundred onldal and pe rsonal Sherman Icll c rs \\TiIlCIl belwcell late 
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1860 (when Shennan was supe ri ntendent of the Lo uisiana Sta te 
Seminary of Le arning and Military Academy in Alexandria, Lo uisi­
ana) and Ma)' ;10, 1865 (when Sherman isslled a f;dd order ;UlIlO lltlC­

ing that the fightillg\\~lS over and biddi ng farewell to his men ), Much 
of this correspondence is published ror lhe first ti me; further, the ed­
iton have restored dele tions fro m and corrected misleading aher­
aLions wilh in lellers thaI have appcart:d in earlier published 
collections. A great share of the correspondence \\~lS directed to 
Sherman's wife Ellen, his hrother U.S. SenatorJohn Shennan . his 1':1-
ther-in-Iaw Thomas Ewing, his daughter Maria. and Ulysses S. Cmll! : 
bu t Sherman had many ot her addressees, including Presiden t lin­
col n and rormer Southern acqllaiIILancc.~. Sherman rehashed many 
or the same concerns to each of his pli mary correspondents: yet vir­
mally eve ry leiter is rich in its own wa)'. Wisd y, the ed ilOrs exclude 
routine dOCILlllents a\~l i lable in the Ofjicial Reaml~. 

This co llectio n bulges with in formation about. Shen nan 's mar­
ital and rami ly relations (tWO of his ch il dren died during the wa r) 
and I'illances. his operations and occupati011 po licies. a lld hisj udg­
l1leJl~ abo Llt fc llow Union commanders, gr,md slr,n eg)'. and arlllY 
o rbraniz<l ti on . Shen nan had a conservative Union ist perspective on 
the comi ng of the Civil War: emotions and un reasonabl e, radical 
polit icians North and South reigned supreme . bringing 011 an M' lr_ 
resistible Cnn fl ic l' M ( II ). Bcl ic\'ing that the South lacked jus tifica­
tion for aCl.iv;:lIing its Mrighl o f revolution" (24 ), he endursed 
coercion. and both anticipated and expl ained the North 's going 10 
wa r ill lerms of lh e O ld Nonhwest 's need lo r IL tl restricl.ed access to 
the Gu lf of Mex ico by the Miss i.~s i ppi Ri\·e r. 

Never doubti ng thai lhe war would be lengthy. Shennan , in 
ph rasing re1c\~lIll to historian Ga ry Gallagher 's recent work ;lS well 
as Cllrrent d ebates about gender and the Southern cause. repeat­
edl ), a ttributed Con federate tenacit ), I{) the success ofiL~ leaders-as 
com pan:d to Unio n authorit ies-in r'allying a sdr-sacrificing public 
to th e cause. Confeder;:ue white \Hltnell, he kept discoverin g. dis­
played remarkably uTlshaken devotio n 10 the Southern calise. Mall), 
letters illu minate Shennan 's prew;:u- proslavel)' altitudes, as we ll as 
his authoritarian and mllidemuC!:llic proclivities. As carl )' as Febru­
aI)' 1861, Sherman \\~ I S suggestjng lhal "if the People arc incompe­
tent to Rule, some remedy 111l1st be devised" (53). Later, Sherman 
expressed sentimen ts tha t cou ld have come OlLt of Ceorge 1\-1. Fre­
drickson 's The It/ll er Civi/ ll'ar ( 1965 ) by predicling tI lat \\~u·till1c reg­
imentation would correct anarchic trends in lhe natio n. 
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Possibly no theme dominat es this collection more than Sher­
l11an 's hatred of wa r corresponden L'I (whom he tried to exclllde 
fr01 11 calnp and operations), the horne frO lll press, and specula tors. 
Shennan (~ ve l1 had a Nl!'w }ol'k Ht'mld correspo ndent court-mar­
tbled fo r reports Ihat Sherman co nsidered tanlarnOll nt to spying. 
since they divulged in fonmllio n to lhe enemy: - I W,lllt the fel low . 
sho' " (387-88). Shermilll had disdain lor volun teer soldiers and 
polit ical genera ls (especially ,lo hn A. McClernand). pre fe rring to 

leave the war to professiotlllis. tho ugh he uh imatcly chastised 
Unio n po li licians fo r 1I0t adequ:llcly enlorci ng their own draft. In 
mat i)' lctt ers, Shen nan called lor disenfranch isi ng al l Northern ers 
\ \'110 avoided se .... ~ce in the army. 

Like George McClellan, Sh enna n ove restimated the size of 
Confederate fo rces du ring th e ea rly go ing. Ifhe d id not go insa ne 
d uring his Kentucky campaigns (as his wife apprehended briefly), 
he d ra nk excessively and ve rged upon a ner\'ous breakdown. His 
leiters reflcct incompre hensio n at Cod's visiting his COlintry with 
~ thi s terrible judgmcnt ~ ( 170), and h e wrote his brother that he 
would have cmn1l1illeU su icide had it no t been for h is chil d re n . It 
is fasc inat ing to tracc Shennan 's growing apprcciation o f U. S. 
Grant 's command abi lities. as well as his own e"olving se lf-con fi­
de nc('. Th ough defe re lltia l, Sherman had no compllnclio ns 
aboll t strongly pressing his own strategic ideas upon his superior. 
Many lette rs illuminate Shenna n's attitudes about \V'Mrin g o n 
SOlllhel'll c ivilians. generally rei nfo rcing the argum ent of Mark 
C rimsley ( Til" I-/(lrd Hand oJ Wn,., 1995) that Unio n pol icies wcre 
more ca lcu lated a nd measu red than I.Ota l. Sti ll , Sherman quoted 
L1.erLes in ~ Ham lct- 10 just ify dcferring attempts at political rt!­
constructio n 1I1l1il the SOll th surre ndered . Many le u ers refl ect h is 
an illldcs abou t assimilating black former sl:l\'c5 into the army_ 
Ge nerally he Ewored using limited !lumbers ofbl;ICk mal es as mil· 
itary laborers. bUI not as so ld ie rs. sin ce he doubled their fig h ting 
ca pacity-"Can they improvise roads. bridges. sonics, fl ank move­
IIU; Il1S, &c .. like th e white ma n? I say no~ (700)-and bel icved 
that black males need ed to provide for the ir wivcs and ch ildren . 
SI\(;h ill-advised o pinions turned up in Northern ncwspape rs, 
causing a backlash aga inst him. Sherman 's self-r ighteousness and 
his ambivalence abolll contempOl, lry and histori cal fame also 
penneate these le it ers. Fort unately for th e Un ion cause, hi .~ fre­
quent p rognostications o f his own batt le fi e ld mortalit y proved \.0 

be mistake n. 
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T he ed itors d ivide She rl n,lIl 's corrcspu ndenct: inlO fi ft een 
chaplCrs. co rrela ting roughly to 111;uor phases of his Civi l War ca­
reer. ami provide helpful in trod uc tions ale rting readers 10 what 
th ey might expect 10 find in each chap te r 's le lle r:'>. Exce llCli t maps 
all ow onc to campaign with She rmall . Further, \\'ithin their nolCS. 
Ihe ed itors in cl ude' syno pses of. a ncl so me times q uo tations from . 
incoming l:orrespondcncc . in order 10 cla rif}' the cont cx t fo r u n­
clear a llusions in She rman 's o utgoing k lle rs. NOles do iI superb job 
o f idclllil)'ing pe rsons and evcnL ... tho ugh the edit ors migh t havc 
explained terms that had a di ffe re nt meanin g thc n than they d o 10-

day (e .g .. Ml11ibustering: ' ··strike rs
M). Unfort un ately. the index lacks 

sufficien t s lll~i ec i cntriel), a defi ciency th a t wi ll encumbe r pe rsons 
co nsult ing the leiters for reference purpo~es. For inslan ce, Sher­
ma n a ll udes 10 Jewish colt on l)p(~ e ll1ators 0 11 pages 260. 269. 27 111 . 
and 3 19 yc t the indc.x b cks an)' entry fo r J ews o r a rlti-Semit ism. 
Sim ilarly, it is im possi ble 10 1('11 fro rn the illdex that She nnan 
temled to rd e fc nce ~h;xic() for all esample of nalionwide anarch), 
an d decay. This cngrossing. irwaluablc roll ection belongs in pul>­
lie, co llege , and unive rs ity librnries. and orl Ih e bookshelves or Ci" il 
War schulars a nd hulls. Am:!zil lg·I)'. its nearl ), one th ousan d pages 
arc a",Jilablc for o nly 545. 

P I/11/UC U1/iveI"sif)' 

A Cotl.'illlllj,rg Fire: The Fall of the COllfl..'rit'TOCY ill the Mimi of the White 
Christian SOIdh. By Eugene D. Ge novese. (Athe ns: Un ive rs ity of 
Georgia Press. 1999. xvi. 18 pp. Foreword . prcf:ICt::. not es. ind ex. 

24.95 cloth .) 

Eugene Ge novesc is in sollle ...... 1)'5 an unlikely Clllldidate to lI'rite 
a l>uok about soulhern t:\~ lIl gclica1s. A Yankee Man :ist fro m a Roman 
C rtholic background . Genovese h i l .. nonetheless wriue ll all il lSighlful 
book abo ut South(-rn re lig ion in the nim;lcellih CCl1l1l1)'. proving tha, 
an ollts ider olk n d iscovers patterns that insiders lIIiss lx:causc they 
lake l!r em fo r g l"n ted . Lililc in Genovesc's boo k is new or sllq)tising 
10 scholan; who have ca reli l]])' studied religion in lhe South . Bu t Gen­
ovesc's configlll~lIion and a nalysis of rn:llc rial from an impressivc \';i­

rie ly of well known and obscure sourcc:.'S breaks ne\\' g round . 
T he reade r needs 10 know that this work is in te llcctua l hisl.ory 

focuscd o n a tlreolo~ .. i cal elitc. Li ke Brooks Ho lifield 's n le C.el'f/~ 
mell Throfogiulls. it is a relig iu us hislO l) ' fro m t.hc lOp clown and 
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largely igllv res Ih e illusive folk tlleol06,), of the Soulh 's mainly biw}· 
caliona l ministers. Ilased 01. the author's Lamar U:!C\urcs ;l1 Mercer 
Uni,'ersil )" these fOllr compaci chaplers move chronologically from 
tll(' la te <l11lehellum period to Ihe laIC nin eteemh ( em u .. y. Ce n­
ovese argues thm most an tebell um so uthern clergymen were mod­
erates \\'110 tried 10 reform slavery. T he -Ch riS l.ia n ~ o r "reformed­
sl.wery eSlablisl.ed a Bibl ical stamlard .ha. aiTin •• cd the obligat io n 
of masters 10 cducalc their slaves so they co uld read the Bible and 
10 refrai n fro m breakin!{ up sh\,'c fami lies. 

O nce the Civil War bC),ra n, m;IIlY ministers procla imed the j us­
tice and righteousness o f the 50mh 's cause. nut others denounced 
\\'a r as a ll evil or warned that sla" c owne r's private unright eousness 
l'lIdangered the soutlwrn C<HISe. They also re newed their call for 
reforms in the trellmelll of slaves and ;Irgued th at slaveJ1' was not 
clc m <ll, th ai ill tim e God mighl bring it to an end , Furthennorc the 
indi\'iduals upon who m Genovese foc uses did 1101 tic sl;1\'e l1' 10 1~ l ce 

(denying, fo r insTaI.ce , the "c.trsc o f I-lam" tl.csis as Iln bihlicill) . 
The racism of the post Civil War church was difrerent ill some 

ways. Many orthodox, south ern antehellum religiuus leaders had 
rejected the scien tific racism rising in the North . BUI poslbd lum 
minislC rs slowl), retreated from orthodox)" Ge novese cla ims, while 
foc using on the decline in perso nal 11101',,1 co nd uct. groundi ng 
I he i r defense of sl)!;i .. l St ratificalion and the need fo r pol itical order 
( l\ourho n hegemony) in Scripllm: and Ch risfi an theo lo!;,,}', 

Ge novese 's most cont roversial arguIllen t is his claim Ihat the 
postbcllul1l defe nse of ~:grcg: \lion \\~IS less princip led , co nsistelll. 
a nrl llibl ically based thall lhe antehcJlum rief(:llse of sl;!\'ery be­
cause the earl ier movement was dominaled by theolugical 01'1110-

doxy while fhe later rnO\'e ll1 elll was influenced hy Iheological 
libc r;l lism. Poslbellu1ll segreg-ationisl t h ( 01), \\~L<; more pegged 10 
nort hern and Europea n c1imatcs of scie ntific thought and less lied 
LO Scri pture. Th e chu rch capi tulated to raciST comm unil}' sen ti­
men t in a stage of sectarian de\'cJopmCll t characteri zed b), democ­
ralization ofrcligimts Opil.l011. 

T here is so meThing to GeIlO\'esc's argumellT. bul. less I.han he 
illl:lgincs. Evidence comes o n pages 95 and 96 whcre he cil es olily 
one exam ple 10 support his premise, alld that frOIll a rvle th odist. 

llivoc:1tiOllal :uld cven llIall), fonna ll ), e(illGlted llIil.isters, espe­
cially in the dOlilinant Senu Ite rn I}"ptist Convention , did in ract fash­
ion a Biblical defensc of segre~Hioll which mar not be co nvincing 10 
Genovese, bu t cerlain Iy \\~IS quite cVll\'im:ing to milliolls of sOllthe rn 
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e\~l1lge1icals. BlIt as Genovese claims and as Mark Newman pointed 
0111 in a pcrccpl.i,·c dissc n ation on Somhern llaptisLS and race, thcre 
were Ill,yor defections from such ]heolo!,,"}, in the twentieth ccntlllY 

Liberalism did illll1.lde more into Southern evangel ical thi nking 
than most historians have realized, jusl as Genovcse contends. But 
the dominant posi tion o n race and segregation still deri"ed morc 
from orthodox interpretations of Scripture than from libcra.l ism. 

\Vhether or 110t one accepts all ofCeno\"csc's propositions, this 
is a provocative book tha t cannot be ignored. It is well researched. 
tightl)' argu ed, and graccfu lly written. Few illustrations are drawn 
from Florida, but most of the generalizations apply as well to the 
Sunshine State as they do to other pans of the South. 

Wayne Fl),nt Allblll"/! University 

Hurrahfor Hampton' Black Red Shirts;" South Carolina Duril'lJ &co,,­
sln/diol/. By Edmund L. Drago. (Fayetteville: Univers ity of Arkan­
sas Press, 1998. xv. 158 pr. Acknowledgments, preface , nOtes, 
nam e index. $32.00 cloth .) 

African American historiography is malUling. Auempts by revi­
sion ists to force blacks in to a single historiC'11 mold are )iclding to 
more com prehensive scholarship. In recc nt years, post-revisionists 
like latTy Koger ( Black SfavlWwller.{." Free Black Slave M asters ill. South 

Camlina). Ervin L. Jordo n (lJIack Omfederall!s (lIId Afm .. ·Yankees in 
Civil War Virginia). and Richard Ro ll ins e t a l. (Black SQulliemcf"$ ill 
em)\" Essa)'s 0/1 Afro-Americans in. CollJederllfe Armies) have explored 
diversit), within the antebellum black comm unity. In Hllrrah Jor 
Hampton! Bltlck R£d Shirts in Soulh Camlilla Dllli llg RecollstnlCtioll, 
Drago challenges revisionist o rthodoxy and presents a more inclu­
sivc pon!'ait ofhlack southerners in the post-\\~lr decade. 

Tht: election of 1876 was high poli tical dr.llna in South Caro­
lina. Resurgent Democrats, detcnnincd to re~tin comrol of th e 
Palmetto State, mounted an a ll-out attack on the Rad ical power 
structure. Wade Hampton, a fonner Confederate geller.d, led the 
Democratic ticket. or course, tJleir call ror Mhome nl le~ was but a 
thinl)' vei led attempt to reestablish while supremacy. To support 
their MrcdcmplionM camp,lign, South C.'ll'olina Dcmocrnts oqp.nizcd 
para military groups call Red Shi rt..'i to pamde on horseback at polit­
ical r.l ll ies and public gath erings. Composed mainly or Conreder­
atc vetcra ns, Red Shin co mpanies sOllght black members to blllll! 
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ch arges of racism and c nh anct· their appeal to black voters. T he 
Red Shirts were successful ill luri ng h undreds of blacks 10 their 
r~ l nks in a vc r)' visible show of suppo ... for tire fortlu.: r g(' lle ral. 

AI a til11(' whc n ~ black " was virt uall y S)'110n}'I1IOUs \\'itlt Republi­
ca n in Sout h C:lmli na, Drago asks wh), substantial numhe rs of 
blacks joined I" hite DelllonatS in ove rth rowing the party of Li n­
coln. In seeking an :lIISWe r, Dr.lgo explQres the complcxit), of race 
relations in postbellunl Snuth Caroli na and the personal conncc­
tio ns that led Miln e blacks 10 a lign their political loya lt ies with 
I\'hi tes. And whi le specifics vary, a ll re\'cal the d ivers ity o f poli l.ical 
Ihough t wit hin Ihe black COIll IlHlllilY. A d;\·ersity. Drago suggcs~. 
Ihal fi lS a pall ('rn of black conservatism 1ha1 pc rsislS tn the present. 

I~)' 18i6. many black South C.,rolin ians were b{'coming disill u­
sioncd wit h Repuhlican rule. The)' o fte n resented Yankee o nidals 
:IS outs iders. Moreover. the rmnpant corruption o f Ihe CO P cou­
pled Wilh til(: party's un ke pt pru mis('S prom pted m:llly blacks to 
wonder if their i llt eres \.~ would be betlcr Served by a patc l'lla list 
\\'h it.c regilne. De mocrats eagerly encouraged tilis se tl li ltlCll t and 
offered blacks t<lllgil>k rewa rds ror their support. 

Afri n Ul AUlericansjoin l'd Red Sh irt com panies ror a \~lr ic l }' of 
reason s. SOIll(, were COll rcde l~ lt c ve terans \\' I lt l \\'c lco mcd llil' 
challCl' to par;uk wi th fonne l- comrades. Others sim pl}' e njoycd 
the pr{,stige ofassocialillg wilh prominell t whi les. Many 1II0rc \\'e re 
a ll l~ , c t ed by IIw dash al1(\ ve lTe of Rt:d Shirt pat;tdcs. 1)1)ically, 
blac k. rec.rlli l'" wen: re lcd with food and chink, se renaded by brass 
b:l11 ds, and furn ished \\'ith IlIOU li tS. Polit ical patronage pb)'l:d a 
pa n as wd!. Cr.ucful ()e11locr.tts la ter r~wardcd k.ey hlac k. Red 
Shi rL .. wilh publ ic emploYlllen t. 

T he 1110,'C III<:111 c rossed li ncs o f class as well as race . Brown 
di tes in ChariestOll and fi eld hatlds li'OlIl the upcutt n1t) ' j oin cd 
Red Sh in cadn's in their commu nit ies. Sometim(;s. Africa n Amcri­
can ()CrllOCI-a\. .. paid a prict· for their partisanship. Persuaded by 
Repuhlic'lll propaga nda lhat Democrats inle nded to re-c nslaw th e 
black PUPll la til .. l. African AJ1l cric:tt l women somctlln es assaulted 
black Red ShirK But o ppositinn not wit hsta ndin g. black suppOrt 
hel ped can)' the s t at{~ fur I-lampt on . Indeed . it l some coun ti es 
Hampto n received a5 much as 20 perce nl of the black \'OI{:. Al­
th ough difiir uh to lIleasnre wil.h precision. the.' best ('"idenCl' Sltg­

J..:cs \S tha t black support was uucial t.O DemoclOltic victory. 
D '~ lgo d raws On substan tia l primary sOllrces to make his case. 

Perhaps t lltt best known is tilt' WPA Sht\"t Narl<ltivcs. T he in tCI'-
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views, conducted in the 19305, prese rve thc memo rics of ten black 
Red Shi rL<; and the widow of an eleve nth. A lesser known but more 
conternpor' ll), record is the Congressional inquiry into the 1876 
eienions in 50mh Carolina in wh ich several black Red Shirts were 
questioned by three United Sla tes sena tors. Full texts of both 
sources are included in an appendix. An impressive body of news­
paper accounL'i from both Republican a nd Democratic presses 
completes the evidence. 

H /I/'rah fa /' H(l llll)loll.' is a cogelll , well-writte n analysis of a lillI e 
understood and undervalued aspcct of southc rn history--divcr­
ge nce within the black communilY. This is iI book no se rio us Stu­

dent o f Reconstruction o r black hislOt)' can anord to ignore. 

Coruml Cmv/ilw Unilll!nil)' ELDRED E . I)RINCEJR. 

l ro" Co"federacies: Sol/them Railways, Klall Viole/Ice, alld Reronstmc>­
tio". By Scott Reyno lds Nelson . (Chapcll-l ill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1999. x, 257 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction , 
maps, ill ustrations. notes, seleCt bibl iography, index. $39.95 doth , 

18.95 paper. ) 

!rOll Dmjedr.mcifls: SOIl/hem Ufli lw(/)'s, Kltm ViOVIlCi!, alld UI'COIlSlrur­
lioll is a book wilh a sOlilewhat ullusual tit.le. Yet, aftc r the book is 
read , the title makes sense. Amho r ScOIl Reynolds Nelson shows 
how a vastly reo rganizcd post-Civil War railroad netl\'ork , especially 
routcs from VIrginia into the C. rol inas and Ceorgia, greatly ahered 
th e pol itical and social dynamics of t.he region . With the openi ng in 
the early 1870s of a th rough line under single control betwce n Vir­
ginia and Ceorgia (after 1893 knOII'1l as the Southern Railway), 
trade expanded along this corridor. r-.'Ioreo\'e r, the rai lroad affected 
', leia! rclatiOilships, initial I}' crea ting gn:aler economic oppo rtuni­
ties wi th good paying j obs for people of color that wh ite COTl sef'\~ I­

tives fou nd un acceptable. The upshot 1\",lS conti nued railroad Syst.CIIl 
bui ldi ng, a growing Ku Klux Klan, and c\,e lltual "redemption" of 
state governme nts from carpe tbaggers ilnd sca\;l\\~lgs. In time, 1,li l­
road corpor;uions became comfo rtable with Ihe power shifts and 
their \'e rsion or t.he Raihl'<l)' Age became firml)' established. 

Nelson revcals lhat a re\'o lutioll of sorL~ occurred in Di xie be..>. 
tween the 18405 and the 1880s. The nature of the Southern rail­
road Il e twork chan ged d r.nllatically between the eve of th e Civil 
Wa r and the d ose of Reconstruction . Alt.hough shortlines had 
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do minatcd much o f America where th e iron horSt! had appeared , 
Ih c South b )' 1860 had moved 011 a course somcwh;1I dinerem from 
the New England , Midd le At.lantic, ami Old Northwcst rcgions. 
GCllel~lll )' in the South , there II",IS much less emhusiasm for rail­
roads. Southerners fus!ied abo ut th e impact of Tlew-line construc­
tio l1 o n thei r long-cstablished palle rns of agricuIHII, \1 trade. And, 
[00, the), WQITicd about state tinances since the publie secto r had 
underwrit ten numerous pio nee r pikes. Indeed , Southern gOI"Ct11 -

IlIC IlIS II'ere seemingl)' forced into Ms tate socialism" because Msman 
mo ney" common I)' flowed to railroad projects elsewhere. especially 
in the popu lous and industrial Northeast. Moreove r. SO\lthc l"Il 
roads suffered from an imbalance o f trallie: COllOIl traveled to 
coastal ports but lillie in the 11';.1)' of m:lIIufi\Clured goods moved in­
bo und . But ;In er th e war when mostly Mfore ign ~ railroad captains 
o rie nted traffi c flows to new d estinatio ns. including in Virginia, the 
o ld pon s like Charleston and Samnn ah suffered . Th ese inter re­
gional carriers molded Sou thern agricultu re. resulting in an CCOII -

0 1l1Y based heavi ly 0 11 COIlOI1 , tobacco, and extractive industries. 
Nelso n has produced a thoughtru l accollnt or the impact or 

the powe rful int er-regio nal rai lroad o n a speci tlc geognlphic area. 
Railroad conidors became more than whal J ohn Stilgoe has de-­
scribed ill his path -breakin g book, 'n it Mtfrol}(Jii((nI umldor: Uflil­
roa(ls ill/" t America" SCtm~. The iroll horse signifi cantly altc red the 
social and po litical milieu in addition to spawning physical 
changes. Nelson 's thesis is both cogellt and well-argued . Yet, he has 
h<trdly pe nned th e fl awles..'1 JIlo llo~r,lph . At times h is narnlli\'e is re­
petitive: his gr;'lsp o f rai lroad history is somewhat limited and he 
makes sum e facHlal errors. But Iron. Collfl!(Ir.r(lcie~ is a /li lts! book for 
allyo llc interested in why th e New South look lhe shape lhal it did. 

CIl'mson U"ilmrsil)' H . ROGER GRANT 

Paper, Presses, atld Profits: A Hi,flory of the E. O. Painter Printing Com­
patry. By Sidn ey Philip J oh nstoll. (DeLeon Sprinb'S. Fla. : E,O. 
I'a inl.er Priming Company, 1996. List of illustr.tlio ns, preface. ac­
knowledgments, notes, bibliography. index. $ 18.95 paper. ) 

Sidn ey Johnston wro te lhe original manuscript as his master's 
thesis at lhe University o f Florida Linde r the directio n or Profcsso r 
Samuel ProcLOr. With the urging of his falher, DickJohl1Slon , and 
Professor Proctor. he subsequentl), revised and expanded his lhe-
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sis. The resull is this book: a history of the E. O. I)aime r Pri m ing 
Company. O f course, the man}' illustratio ns are particularly ill ter­
esting nOI o nly lor the company hislOl)" blu fo r the families tou. 

The book coma ins five chapters each dea ling wi th a sreci!"ie 
period in the company history: I 86().1903, 1904-19 19. 1920·19'11, 
1942-1962 , and the post-1962 em, whi ch J ohnston calls MThc Chal­
lenges o f thc Future." Througho ut, he explai ns the conn eCtion be­
twce n his fami ly, lhc Jo hnstons, and the Paimer Priming Company, 
and how his family became invo lved IVil1l E. O. Painter. 

The company originated in DeL'md , Florida. in 1886, whe n it 
was crea ted to publish the n Qrit/tl Agriculturist. In 1904, the COIII­

p'lIIy ex panded in to the book and journal publishin g marke t and 
was incorporated Ihat ycar. The compan y has re mained under the 
control of o ne family ever si nce and it is belic\'ed to be 'he o ldest 
continllollsly o perating printing business in Florida. 

One of th e company's early cmployccs, Edwa rd Oklc Painte r, 
beg<11l work the re as a "prin te r's dcvil." Ini tially, Painter acqui red 
half:illlerest in the Norida AlJ'7rlllruris/, but by Decembe r 1886. hc 
had secured all right.s to thejounmL Pai mer, at. age 26, bccame the 
sole owner of the compan)'- In 1906, however. he severed his con­
nection with tile priming company and turned his in tercst.s to the 
le rtilizer business. From 1908 10 1928, the compan}' plinted Pail//Frs 
HOl"irill Al"wlwc, which servcd as a lann j oul"Il lil. 

Jo hnston also discmses the persons \V11O se rved as share ho lders 
and those who played a Im~or role in the company. Fo r ex,lmrle, 
Bert Fish , one o f Vol usia County's most distinguished poli ticians, 
se rved liS president of Painte r Priming Company from 1907 to 
1933. C.ompany growt h , howcl'e l~ put Sll, lins o n th e 1r..l(li lional 
\\-<lys of doi ng business. company employees became disgnUltled 
with not bei ng paid well and, in January 1907. we nt on sl!ikc. The 
company acquired a large portion o f Lhe specialty market o f book 
printing in Flo rida , requiring th e pu rchase of new and improvcd 
priming equipme nt. Company manageme nt tended to delay re­
placement o f priming equipmcnt, largely bccausc of the high COSI 

i1\\'olved . J ohnslOn goes inlo some deta il regarding the problems 
facing a growing business in the early twentieth cenulI')'. 

World \Var II helpe d Florida and E. O. Pain ter economically. 
The publication of the FlQrida SII!m:7IIe €ollrt R/~POl"I.s wa.s the largcst 
single contract fo r the w;lr years. But the war also creatcd prob .. 
lems: emplo}"ccs werc scarce , those found demanded higher wages, 
and paper fo r printi ng became more difficult to acquire .. 
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In li me.I IIC business carne Iinder cn nl rol of l~aulJoh nslon wllo 
Icained Ilis IWO SUIIS: DOII<l I(1 Corbi n John 51011 ( 192fl - ) and Sidn ey 
Dk kJ ohnstoll ( 1930-) in lhe com pany busincss. They c\'cllIually 
hecame Prcside lll and Vicc PrcsirlcllI, rcspcc l i\'(~ J y, and held those 
POSiliol1s umil lhe 1980s. Aficr marc than cight)' years in DcLl11d, 
Ihe comp;m), in 1970, 11Io\'cd to ncarby DeLc()11 SprinJ..:s. whc re it 
relllal1 1 ~. Si nce ilS muvc. Ill e company has secllrcd C\ln ll~lcts fil r an­
nual and quart c rly puhlica tions including tl 1t~ /<7(}ri(l" I-I;'\!(}riw{ 
QUllr!f'I"ly. which il began printing: in 1969. 

This is a good o\,c ntll hiSlOry u flh e E. O. P'Iilll er Pril1ling Com­
pa ny. Thusc interested in lhe history of priming in Flo rida wil l cer­
tainly 1<1; 1111 to r('ad il. 

Will iam S. CoOker UlIillr1lir.\' oj I \~.$' F!tjridfl 

Before !he M:w 0001: Social Welfare ill !he Solflh , 18J(). 19JO. Editcd by 
Elna C. Gret'n. (Athe ns: Uni\'ersity orCl..'orgia l'ress, IY99. xxvi, 
222 pp. Illt rod llClion, selected bi bliogntphr. list of COntri but ors, 
index. S36.00 cl(H h, 18.00 paper.) 

T he past twenty yean; hal'e see n a shift in thc focLls ufh istorical 
analysis 10 tile proct'S!;Cs of soda I history and all CX,\lll ina tiotl of ~ his· 

tory from th e bullottl up." T his 1t :.L'I included investig.ltions into the 
ind ividuals, agt:: ncit::s, and institutions involved in lhe t::111crging so­
cial welfare s)'sletll- :t system dcsigned to improl'c tlte life chalices 
0 1' pe rsons on the ma rgins of sociely. For i t \~l1icty of reasons. 1: 11lg­
iug li'om accessibi li ty or source L11a terial 1.0 precoLlceil'ed notions 
abOl l1 Ihe regional natllre ofule rd'o n n u'ldi tion . this ilI1iI lysis has 
ce l llt~ I'C'd 1111 soc ial welfare a nd refo rm ill lhe North . !klol'l' ,III' Nt:w 
/)ml is a he;\llhy correctil'e 10 t.his phenomeno n and on'crs mu ltiple 
I'iews of th e Sout hclll experie nce ill ;l.~s is ting those considered less 
IOrlLlnat.e. 11. is especially welcome in that it places foc us on a timc 
period gellenllly ignored by el'e1\ tlte few hist()lians ventu rin J..: in to 
the field Ofl hc SOlllh ;l11d ilS expericnces with public '\'''!i istance. 

Edilt:d I'olumes arc Ilowriously dillicull 1.0 assess and review, as 
dillcrcll ces in style, focus. and interprctive framework make gener­
ali J.;ll.iolls pnlblclllatk al . The inlrodlH.: tiun hecotlles cI'L lcial llere, as 
II call provide the COllllC(;lions IH:Ct~SS;I1)' to mak(~ t.he book a lhe· 
mal ic whole, nLlh er Ihan a se ries of d isconllccted essays. Elna 
Green 's introduction dOf:s this by empit asi7.ing thc I'cgional ltatu rc 
of th e sOllthern welfare experience. The Soll1h was different. bOl h 
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in i L~ views of govcmmemal responsibi li ties and il!l experiences wilh 
the devasta tion of war and defeat. BUI Gree n docs nOt simply make 
the case fo r southern distinctive ness based on regional co nside r­
alions. She e mphasizes the import,mce o f southern views 011 1, lce, 
class. and gender in shap ing the dc\'clopm em of sollthern welfare 
instiw tions. She tics the essa),s in the book to broader themes in not 
0 1'11)' southe rll history, bu t wOlllen 's hi51.011' and the hisl.ol1' of race 
relations. She recognizes this book as ollly the begilm ing of an in­
\'estibr:l tioll in to sOllt hern welfare h istory and maps Ollt a re~earch 
agenda for future work. She also has added a comprehensive bibli­
ogl<lpby of articles and boo ks dealing wi lh southern wel fa re. Th is 
will be the fi rs t place scholars go to begill their ,,'ork in th is fid d . 

The essays in this book exam in e a wide romge of initiatives de-­
signed to arndior .. tc social ills. The}' look at both th e orga nizers and 
the recipients of wcU;lre help. By anal)'zing such divcrse responses 
as the Poor Farm in JcfTerson Cou llly (Binnillgham ), Alabama, aid 
to women and families in post-Wo rld War I Atlal1la . and priva tc 
citari ty aid in post-bellum New O rleans, the autho rs show the "arie t}' 
of southe rn welfare progmms. Yel, in spite of their d iffere nces. the 
CS$.I) 'S reve,,1 a consistent pallern in the southern respo nse to social 
problems. Wh ile conscioLisly following nort hern models, southern­
ers also maintained a n :brlonal welfare identity, one based on white 
!>Outh el'll \~llues and tl<lditions. This is showl! ocst in the three essays 
that deal wi th the afl e rm:nh o f tllC Civil War. K.athlee n Gorman 's 
work on Confedel<llc peniolls, Susa n Hamburge r's stOl), of thc 
Richmond Horne for needy Confedera te \\'o men. and E. Susa n Bar­
ocr's an alysis of responses to Richmond 's Civi l War o'l)han popula+ 
tio n a ll point Ollt how the Cult of the Lost Cause ,,~tS wo\'en inw thc 
vel1' fab ric o f charit )'. Chari ty was not ~give n ~ ; it was earned a..~ a rt!­
"~Ird for serving the South- the trad itional whi te South . O lher es­
S<I)'S poin t o Ll tlhe class-based nattl re o f sollthern welfare. Especially 
insigh tful at exam in ing this issue is Lee Polansky's work o n the 
Gt."Orgia Traini ng School for Girls. The faci lity, o pened in a blush o f 
I'rogressive Era o ptimism in 19 14, was uscd no t on ly to help th e 1111-

fOl1l lllate, bllt also, accorrling to Po lansky. ~ t O wid en th e strictu res 
of bei ng a 'so uthe rn Lad)"~ ( 141 ) . Fin ally. a ll the essays show. ei­
th er explicitl}' or implici tl}', th e impo rtant relation of women to wel­
fMC and charity in the South . Whi le maintaini ng their special 
sphere as domestic prot.ectors, southern womcn carved Ollt a publ ic 
spacc designed 10 im prove the society around lhem. I' ,u·ticula rl}' 
good in this reg;.ml is Elna Green 's piece o n social \\'clf,lI·c in New 
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O rleans and .loan J oh nson's work on the push fo r reform among 
clubwomen, both whi te and black, in South Carol ina. 

Th is book. then , provides a good staning poi nt from which to 
examine sout hern we lfare history. As wit ll all edi l.ed collections. the 
pi eces arc 1I llew; n ill nature. All tel l good stories, btl t some fa il 10 
place th eir narrative inl.O the broader (;ontexi or the historical 
mainstream. There arc missing part~ as well. T he largest and mOSI 
in flue n tial public welfare program in the South berore the New 
Deal was the Freed man 's Bu reau. Yet it is not lhe subj ect of an es­
say. Pt:rhaps a second volume will cover this negle(led aspect. Elna 
Green is to be commended for pUlling out this work which adds 
Illuch 10 our kn owledge or the South and lhe interplay between its 
crslwhik refonners and most unfo rtu nate citizens. 

Unille1"Sil)' of No,.ida STEVEN NOLI.. 

DUIIgenms Dollaliolls: Norlhenl Philallthropy alld $oulhenl Black Ed,,· 
m/iOIl . 1902- 1930. H>' Eric Ande rson and Alfred A. l\oJ oss.lr. (Col­
umbia: Unive rsity of Missomi Press, 1999. x\'. 245 pp. Foreword, 
acknowledgmel lts, introd tlcl.ion , appendix , bibliography, index . 

.14.95 cloth :) 

T his studr is an examination of the dc\'elopmcllI of somherll 
black ed uC<l.I ion and its relationship t.o northern corporate interest .. , 
ProteStant ph ila lllhropy, and soulhelll race ideology; as well as to 
hlack (\e tnallds and expecta tions. By t.he 1l1'S1 decade of lite twen tieth 
cen tll!) '. secular founda tion bo.tHls assullled 1 n:~l)r responsibility ill 
shaping ph ilan thropic funding to sou thern black education and d is­
placed th e poslbellu1l1 roles of I>rotestant missionary societies and 
ind ividual bencfiICIOl'S. T he \.itle ofAnde~on anc! Mos. .. ·s study. taken 
from southeml ... lelhod isl Bishop Warren A. Cand le r's 1909 polemic, 
Dn l1gmlll .... Ih)ll(ltivlI or I)rgmrii llg 1)olpJ, nr A \I(lsl SdlPlI1f' for CaI)IWillg 
(lml uJIIlmllillg fhp ())I1,&".s (wd UlIiuer)-;ilie.f of lite CoWI/ly. del ineales the 
Ilostile ell \'irOll llle lll sli lToundi ng African American e(\u<;;ltion. Cl\n­
dkr's perspective reified I.hc regional tension and suspicion gener­
ated by nonhelll in\'ol\'enlcnt WiOl ra t ial issues. T he Illonogmph 
challenged the direct.ion and purpose .of secular fOlll1da tiOll IXlanls 
which \" .::: re nul respo nsible 10 civil 01' religious amhori lY; and thc po­
ICll tia] for black cle'~ l tion :11. ostcllsibl)', whi te expt;nsc. 

Candl er 's title undcrscores the im po n ancc of white supremacy 
in shaping privatc fO lllHlatio ll policies. SeCltlar boards, e mu lated 
hy older Protestant missio nary SociClies. sel po licies lo r hlack e tiu-
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calion that accommodated thc pressure of regio nal r.tce ideology. 
But despite Ihe domi nancc of somhern r.tcc ideolob,)" Anderson 
and Moss assert that north ern ph ila nth ropy diffe red significamly 
from ideological wh ite ness. The scho lars posit that private fo unda­
tions had national impact o n public po licy, education as part of the 
do mestic agenda, and cultural values. 

The fo undation movemelll, led by the General Education 
Board (GEB) begin ning in 1902. included the Jeancs, Phelps­
Stokes. and Sialer Funds. The Protestant missionary societies in­
cluded the American Missional1' Association , the Freedme n's Aid 
Society, the American Baptist Home Missionary Socie ty, and the 
Presbyterian Board of l\·tissions for Freedmen. Ande rson and Mos.. .. 
include an exam ination of the largely ignored Episcopal American 
Church Institute for Negroes (ACIN), established in 1906, as well. 

Anderson and Moss argue that the GEB. as the protot.ype of 
modern philanthropy. sough t to make educiltion apolitical. non­
panisa n, and neu",.1 bll t neglectcd race eq uality. The o pe ra ting 
theory of thc GEB suppo rtcd improved standards and tax-sul)­
portcd public educ'llion. and tripled spending for black education 
begin ning in the I 920s. The ACIN, chanlctcrized as influenccd 
llIorc by lhc foundation llI o\"emcnt than its denominational coun­
te rparts, cndorsed industrial cd.lcation for south ern African Amer­
icans. but ulti mately failed 10 sep.II. lte its o rg'dllii' .. ation from 
so uthe rn cOI11.rol; and its fund raisin g remai ncd inco nsistcnt. 

Moss and Anderson conclude that philanthropy from the 1II1'11 

of the cc ntlll) ' maintaincd a scparate space apart from wh ite su­
premacy. Thcy frame a tr.\Ilsformatioll or northe rn philanth ropy 
for black education betwecn 1900 and 19~0 that replaced the o ldcr 
models or rcligiolls motivation with mod ern ideas th,lI included 
economic ra tional ity. The fo ul lelation movement in troduced mo­
dernity to a pre-modcm spacc. Itl addit io n. thc schola rs suggest 
that, givcn the inconsistent but pot.ent ially ethi cal nature o f th e 
rOllndation muvemcnt . the black 1Il0\'Clllc nt arose not from black 
educators but from tbe black church. 

DaJlgnrJUs DOllatiol\s increases ou r understan di ng or thc histori­
ography of black ed ucation and the lo undation movcment. Moss 
and Ande rson s)'11thesized thosc intc rpretations which rramc 
nonbel'll philan th ropy for black ed ucation as eithcr ad\'ersa rial o r 
"csse ntially be nign.-

University oj Kf'll/llck)' FON LOUISE GoRDON 
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Hirillg the Black Worller: '111e Racialilltegralioll of the &mthenl Textile 
/1/ll!lslry 1960-1980. By Timot hyJ. Minchin. (Chapel l-l i ll : Univer­
si ty of Nonll Carolina Press. 1999. 27 1 pp . .$49.95 cloth.) 

Timothy.l . ~'Iin chin 's schola rly but readable work investigates 
ti le (;C0110 11Ii<; ilnpac i of the Civil RighI.'; IlIO\'CmCI1 I . He fO<:llSCS 0 11 

texti le workers because thaI industry was the largest in lh e SOlll h 
0I11d had traditionally excl uded bb ck workers. Other hislOl;ans Ililve 
arglu!d l11 a1 mills only hired black worke rs beca use of a labor shorl­
age. ~'li nchill disputes this concl usion alill iltlliblllCS blacks' ath~tII CL'" 

rnCnI 10 feder,,1 regulations. '-Ie a lso highligills lhe conuiblltiom 
made by unions and the opposition of white executives. ~k ll and 
\\'OIllCII Ilad ciillc ring cxpericilces of economic discriminalion. 
WOllle n had diOicuhy gelling hi red while TIlcn did nOI reccive pro-
1110lioll. Mindlin. Ihen , slLpplics a wcll-rmmdCtl (Ol11l11e l1lal")' 111<11 
evcl"}'ollC can e t~oy. 

A Bibliograph), of Honda , Volume J: 1881-1899. U>, .l ames S. St' n ,ies 
and Lana 0 Scr\"ics. (Pcnsacola: Ki ng and Queen I~ooks, 1999. 
599 pp. S I55dOlh .) 

Volume Thre(' of Ihi.~ se ries is nuw comple1.e. 11 lisL" books , 
pamphlcis. broadsides. maps, articles, and go\'c l"liin eill OI lld corpo­
r;lI e docum(~ nL~ re lalin g to Florida thai \\'e re published between 
188 1 and 1899. Th c c.o llcCl intl is arranged chro nulogically wi th 
scparalc st'ctions under each year for lH'wspapers alld go\"ern mcnt 
dOC1LltlClltS. A comprc he nsi\'c ill dex a llows searchil lg" b}' slll~jcct. 

NOI all the ia;l1ls listed a rc available to rescarc/u:rs. bU I This bibliog­
raphy shows th ai man}' sources exisl for those prepared to search 
fu r Ihem. 

[244J 
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The Florida Halldbook 1999-2000. Compiled by ABen i\'lo rris and 
J O,ltl Perl), Mo rris. (Tallahassee : Peninsu lar Publishin g Compa­
ny, 1999.724 pp. $44 .95 cloth .) 

T he most recen t editiOl I of th is alill ual is now ,mlilablc . Besides 
the usual revisio lls to the sections abo ut the sta te govc rn mclll, li t­
el, lture, and d emographics, this ed ition features a ncw sectio n on 
Loc;11 Gove rnment. Wh ile Flo rida postcards seem an unlikely t.o pic 
for discussio n, they decom t,e the cover. and ,\ \\'himsical yet in fo r­
mative accounl of their use has been incl uded. T he article Oil Flo r­
ida 's symbols has been augment ed by co lored pic tures of the sta te 's 
fl ags. Th is ellc)'dopcd ia will lel l readers c\'cl)'lh ing Ihat Ihey wish 
to know about Flor ida plus some things th at they never considered . 

Alltiquities of the Southen/Illdialls, Parlicularly of the Georgia Tribes. By 
Charles c. J onesJ r. Edi ted and with an introd uction by Fr:lllk T. 
Sch nell , J r . (Tuscaloosa: Un iversi ty o f Alabama Prcss, 1999. 640 
pp. · 29.95 papeL) 

When Cilaries C. Jo nes J r. fi rst published A II/iq lli/il's of /III' SOli/h· 
em {IIdimH in 1873, he hoped that his \\'ork would p rovide info r­
mat io n and pleasure to th ose interesl,ed in soUlh em arc haeolob')'. 
Fra nk T. Sc hnel l, J r. confirms t.hal J oncs succeeded adruirabl}' in 
the fonner, and a brief examination of th e text will show th at he 
also furni shed the lallc r. A full-timc law)"e r, Jones sti ll man aged 10 
be a trail blazer in sOl1tJicaslern archaeology. His work end ures dt. ... 
spile erro rs in assessi ng the exte tll of tirne ill\"Olved . I-I e refu tcd Ihe 
suggestions that the mound builde rs wcre o nt! of the Lost Tribes of 
Israel and lhat th e), had become extinc t. InSle;ld . he ad \'ocated the 
idea thaI th ey were the anCCSlOrs of the contcmpor;u1eous N'lIivc 
Ame ricans who had rece ntly sulTercd o n the Tra il of Tears. In a t­
tribuling damage 10 Nat i\'t~ Ame rican cultu re to the Span iards' ac­
tions and igno ring lha t of th e Ilritish and Ame licans. howeve r. he 
showed th at he retained some of the prejud ices o f his age. Ne\'er­
theless. scholars will appreciat e thc chance to oblain th is in fl uen­
tial work, and all readers will c ruoy im'c!' tig:u ing archaeolob,),' 

Till Call TO/lrists i" Horida 1900-1970. By Nick Wynllc. IlIlages of 
America Series. (Charlcsto n : Arcadia Publishing, 1999. 128 pp. 
$ 18.99 pape r.) 

T he popular Images of Ame rica series COll tinues with an en­
gaging look al tOltrism in Florida. Begi nll ing with the aclvellt o f the 
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1II0tor car. tOllrisl~ started to ex plore their COllllll) ' in grea ter I1IUll ' 

bers than cvcr before. Florida quickl ), recognized that these "Tin 
Can Tourists~ could ha\'c a positi\'e economic impact. To take ad­
\~ln lage of the 0 pp0 rlullity, the state bl lilt m Olds. and priv,lte e nter­
prise supplied aCCOllllllod .. l,io ns a nd entertain me nts to ;IIU'";ICI 
visitors. Nick W)'une has choscn a deliglHrul variet), of pho lo­
gra phs. p rimarily fro m the Em cst Me)'er Collection , which docu­
Illen ts thc ad\'C lllures of tourists. From shumeboard to Jai·Lai , th is 
collection includes el'eryt hing exce pt r.,Iickcy Mouse. 

TI,e CitnlS Illdustry ill/he SWlShi'le State. By Brian Weaver and Richard 
Weaver. (CharleslOn: Arcadia Publishing. 1999. 127 pp. $ 18.99 
paper.) 

Postcards arc amusing pl; lII ~tJ)' sources tha t help liS unders tand 
how peoplc used to live. work. ,Hld play. This collecl.ioll allows LIS to 
sec hOII' c itrus \I~IS grown , har\'ested. and packed between fift), and 
one hll ndred ye.lrs ago. Add itionally, th(~ cards show cit rus's ilnpo r' 
lance 10 Flo rida's tourist induslI)'. People a ll over the Un it.ed States 
recei\'ed piclllrcs of oranges 10 briglu en their cold winte r days. 
Photogr~ l ph e rs C\'en used ci trus as a backdro p that provided an ex­
Cl lse to sholl' pict ures of glamorolLs wome n. Brian and Richard 
Weavcr have not simply assembled a group of postcards. however. 
th ey hal'e a llgmemcd th e compilation with pcrsonal recollections 
and cven fa mily reci pes. Consequen tly, Ihe), h,1\'e achieved the rc­
markable feat of making numerous pictures of oranges entertain­
ing and infonnal.ivc. 

Civil War Texas: A History and a Guide. By Ralph A. Wooste r. (Austin: 
Texas Stale Histurical Assoc iatio n, 1999.66 pp. 57.95 papcr. ) 

Ralph Wooste r splendidly narr:HCS the StOI), orthe Civil \Var in 
Tt!xas from sccessio ll ill Februa!)' 1861 to surre nde r in J une 1865. 
He dol'S not confin e his discussio n to lnilitary matt ers bllt devotes 
a chapte r to civilia ns' ditlicuhies in deating with shortages of basic 
foodswn:s slich as coerce. Asides entit led kT hen anrl Now~ describe 
pbc(~ s of historic int.e rest thai can still be viewed today. Visitors GUL 
thcrefo!'(~, lise Ihis book to plan a tour of Texas's im po rta nt sites. 
This sl i111 1'0lU111e is well·illllst r: ll ed wit II photogmphs and maps and 
olTers a comprehensive but tight introd uction to Texas's role in the 
(:il'il \Var. 
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The Stili Saba Mission: Spa"ish Pivot ill Texas. By Robe n S. Weddle. 
(College Station: Texas A&M Universi ty I' rcS$, 1999. 320 pp. 
$ 16.95 pilpCr. ) 

'/1" SOli Saba l\'fission: Spallisll Pil!Ol i ll "li'xas was fi rs t published in 
1964 aud ex plains how Fray Alonso Giraldo de lhreros eStablished 
the mission to proselytize the Apaches. UllfOI"fUnilt ely, Robe n S. 
Wedd le tells the story from th e Span ish perspective. which releg<ltcs 
the Apaches to objects for cOIl\'ers ion. Their enemy tribes, howeve r, 
managed to take center stage by destroying the mission , a llowing 
Fray Alonso to fulfi ll his ambition 10 become a martyr and forcing 
the Spanish 10 revise their policy in the area. ro.·lilitary might re­
placed missionary zeal , which meant lhat the presidio and the mis­
sion became linked in local lllytholob'Y' This co nfusion resulted in 
the mission site remai ning und iscovercd until 1993. lis rediscovel1' 
prompted publication ofthis new edition, and Weddle has provided 
a new illlroduction that relates how archeologists finally found lhe 
site of the Sari Saba Mission. Weddle produced a well-researched 
book bill writes in a relaxed style that holds his readers' attention. 

The Reills of Power: Racial Change alrd Chalifmge ;,/ a SoutheJ1l COl/lily. 
B}' Clinton McC.-m y. (Tilllahassee: Sell ll1' Press. 1999. 330 pp. 
534.95 doth.) 

This count}' histor}' writt cI! in a liard-hittin g journalistic style 
explains the rOOL~ of " Icial prob[(!ms in Wilcox Connt}', Alabama. 
Sociologists ha,'e o rt en swel ied Wilcox because il seems a pe rfect 
example of an impove rished southe rn county. Wilcox has liulc in­
dusl!1' or infl"ilstruClllrc: its people arc poor. Clinto n t.kCarl"y"s 
family carne frOlll the area so he writes with a ll inside r's perspective 
tho ugh Ir e had lived elsewhere for many rca IS. which gives him an 
outsider's perception . I-I e begins his SIOI)' with the firs t settlers in 
the area who bronght blacks as slaves. Alth ough the slaves brai ned 
their freedom aftc r the Civil \Var. tlr ey suffered from St:gregatioll 
IIntil the Civil Rights movcme nt fo rced change. Even so. the black 
rn;tiol; t)' did no t manage to gain sib'"nific'llJt representation in gov­
ern me nt u ntil 1982. Despite th ese changes. the inhabitants of 
Wilcox County remain backward ill the important malle I' of edu­
cation , and alleg<ltions of fra ud still pl ague th e elcctoral p rocess. 
McCarty fea rs For the fUHlrc because racial tension prc"cnlS cco­
nomic and social improvements. That these proble ms still ex ist in 
modern America sho uld givc us all c,u lse for co ncern . 
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Wllisialla Durillg World Warll. Byjt:r!"}' Purvis Sanson. (BalOn Rouge: 
LOlli.~ iana Slate University Press. W99. 323 pp. SUO d Olh .) 

Although lIl,m y bnoks ha\"(' bee n wl"illen ;tbUU I I h~ changes ill 
tht: Unilt:d Slal cs duri ng World War 11. few stud), individual SI:lIes . 

.Je rry PlilTis Sanson plllS Louisiana under Ihe mi croscope, explor­
ing tllc mcch:tll iz:tlinn ofagricullllre. a nd Ih e ro k s of in creased 
afTlll cnce, pat rin t.i.~ IIl . and panicipa tiull hy women and black men 
inspired hy the war. The greal.est ch;lngcs ocnlrred, how(:ver. in the 
puhli c aren;[ . ll llCY Lo ng had dominalt:d poli tics IIll Li l 19:\9 whe n 
tIle clcC tOralt' bCGII Ile d isglLsl.cd will i [I LC level o f corruption in pol­
ilics and \'oted for Ihe a nli-Longi lc cam p. These' I,,'u faclions dnrn­
illatcd Louisiana's gon:rnme1ll unl il 1960. SlilI, Sanson leaw:s his 
rcade rs with an imprcssion thaI the lIlore Ihi ngs challge Ihe mo re 
they slay Ihe sam e. World War II broug h l supt:rficial not fU llda­
lIIell ta l a l LCI-:lliuns 10 Lou isiana . Th is stor)" then. is tI!lt' of coni inu­
il}' in Ihe face of c ha nge. 

Gmlf!lIIp/aliol/s of a Primal Mil/d. By Gabriel Horn. (Ga;n esvil le: U 11;­
vcrs;,), Press of Florida, 2000. 170 pp. 19.95 clot h.) 

1-l islOry, philosoph y, reli giun , and anth ro polub,)' meel ill lhis 
a ll l:ntion-gnhbin,l{ ;l1l lh o lo&,), by Gabriel 1·lorn . H i.~ coll eclion of 
cssays flom, across o ur m imls lik~ :t stream of wh ile walCI" flooding 
OlLr conscio usness wil h a demand 10 be heard . In disclLssing Imli­
ans' influe nce upon whiles, he reclaims N:uil't:' Americans' place in 
the ""tin\l 'S hi slo ry. He crilicizes c ivi lizatio n fo r forcing technolog­
ical prog-rcss. claiming- Ihal people lack the ps)'chologic:\l capacity 
to ha ndle il . Not su rp rising ly, Hurn has specia l concerns for th e e ll­
virQIlIIH.' Ill. TIl(' Imbalal l\(: in lla lLlrC ca llscd by IIle ~pread ofd li cs 
ami poll Lllinn dist lLrbs and a ngers him. A book of p:u-:lbles, Ih is col­
ICCIion fo rms a pamhlc itself ,ha l explains how we should live and 
devote (Illrs~I\"t:s tll t hc 111 YSlic pa rt (If fII lr lives rat IW I" ,110111 10 execs­
sivc COnSLUlJef;slll . It is a tho u g-hl-pro\'oking read . 

RiverofLuhes: AJollnlCY 01/ f1onda's St.Jo/ms River. By Ui[[ Bellcvi lle . 
(Alhe1ls: Ulliversil}, of Georg ia Press, 2000. Ig~ pp. ~4 .95 cloth .) 

l"ill lk[[cvillc has a di n·crelll approach . bUI his ccniog icallll cs­
s:t.t.:"(· mirrors I hal of Hont. Ik lle\'il lt:: 's book narr.IlCS the Slory o f lhc. 
SI.Johns Rive r in both lime a nd place . F' r(lill ils birth in preh islOll' 
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somewhe re in SL Lucie COllnty to its present At.1a ntic OUt le t a t May­
pon , the rivcr meande rs ilS slow \I~I )' north through "lorida . lIS 
no rthCi"II u";lCk is unusual in [his hemisphere, bill ilS stra nge ness 
docs Ilot e nd therc. Each scction of the river has its own alt ri bLHeS 
and personali ty. Wetlands, a rt esia n sprinf:,os. and ba)"o us ma ke this 
Jiver fascinating: to explorc. Bellevill e so ught he lp fro m scientists, 
enVirOl11l1 Cntalists, fishenn en . cave divers, and folk historians 0 11 

his travcls, and their comll1CTlL~ illuminate;, p ublication lhat could 
o tl1('rwise desce nd to ll"velogue. Sad I)', th is talc is o ne of loss: lost 
wildli fc, lost springs, and lost \I~iI .e r. Wc lll USt no t igno re these 
prophets fo r fea r of losing profits, or our desccndanlS will 0 111)' 

have Illis book t.o sho\\' them the 1)C;llllies of tllC St. J OhllS Rive r. 

Balallcillg EvilsJlldici()l~'I)': TIle Pros/avery Writings a/Zephaniah Killgs­
Ie),. Edited and annotated b)' Daniel W. StOII·ell. (Gai ncsville: 
Un iversity Press o f FI01;da. 2000. 160 pp. $49.95 dot h.) 

Daniel W. Stoll'e ll contributes this lalCSI additio n to the Flo rida 
HislOry and Culture Sel;es. 111 his in troduction to Zephaniah 
Kingsley's works, Stowell relates Kinboslcy's life SI,ory <lnd explaim 
how his proslm'e'1' 1)Cliefs compared and cont rasted with o ther no­
table writers sllch as Tho[lIasJ eITe rsoll. AltllOUgh Kingsley was born 
in England. he changed his natio nality frequently: he I"'IS '~Il'ious ly 

Ame rican , Dan ish , a.nd Spanish. Sctt ling in East Florida in th e latc 
eighlee nth ccntu'1', he purchased a planta tion o n the St. Jo hns 
Rivcr in 1803. The plantat io n Ilou rished , and whell the United 
Stilt es gained control of Florida, Ki ngsley bec:une a memi)C r o f the 
Legislalive Counci l fo r a short pe riod before resignin g ol'e r the le­
gal posi tion o f free blacks in the l,erl"1t.o'1'. In th e 1830s, he began 
se ttling some fifty freed slaves in Hait i a ltho ugh . a t his d eath in 
1843, he still owned more than eighty slaves. 

Kin gsley's writin gs begin with the movi ng docum ent manumi t­
ting his wi fe and children and end with his will leavin g most of his 
fortune t,O his mulatt o childre n. T his collection also includes his 
address 10 Florida's Legislat ive ('.oundl and letters he sent fro m 
I-Iait i. The most \1 11 usual item. howeve r, is Mt\ li'c:ttise o n the Pau'i­
archa!. o r Co-ope nllivc Syste m o f Sode l( which Stowel l repro­
duces itS one docume nt , but which aClllally WCllt th rough four 
editions. Stowell clearly shows the di fferences betwee n the editio ns 
t.o ex plain del'elopm en t in Kinl:,os ley's th o ught. Surprisingly easy to 
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rcad , this book will cn j.f.lgc <lIl)'onc wilh an IlliercSI In slavt:I)' bUI 
will be ("spccially bcndkial as a pr imary soun:e. 

Pop Culture R orida. Uy J amcs P. Goss. (Sar';I.~O la: Pincapple Press, Inc., 
2000. 176 pp. 9.95 paper.) 

FIOIida 's rllI lch va unted cli malc has al u~clccllhe rich , fall1<H1S. 
and il lfall10lls to ils s l lOn~s, In this e lll,enainilig VOIUl11l· • .larnes P. 
Coss has collecu:cl :mecdo tes abOUllhose who have cotllriblllcd 10 

Florida 's popularity si nce 1945, From l3ul'l Reyllolds who docs no t 
\\~IIH to be reme mbered as the firsl man 10 pose nude 1.0 Chris 
Evert whose re puta lion as an a ll-Ame rican girl rem ains Ul lIar­
nished . Coss manages tu include all eclectic cast of cha nlCl.e rs sure 
to amllse (:vel1'olle. For Ihe se rio us-min ded . Coss un cove rs Flor­
ida 's part in the \Vatergate sca ndal and deta ils ils part in the space 
1~ l ce, This hook is perfecl 10 re"d n il the be,leh and the ll qlliz your 
rrientls. So kick back, rdax. and el~oy. 

Grit.Tempered: Early WOIlIlm Archaeologists ill the Sou/heastem U"ited 
Siales, Edited by Nancy Marie White, Lynne p, Sulli ' '<III , and 
Rochclk i\ , Marrinan, (Caincs,~ ll e: Unh'l:rsity Press of Flo rida . 
1999, 4 If') pp. S4~1.95. doth ,) 

This gro up b iogl~lphy documents Ihe lives of len archa('olo-­
).,ris ts frOllllhe 1 9~Os th rough the 1 960s. T he es''iays \ '0\1) ' from 1,'cl l· 
rescan:hcd hisLOri cs of piOlleers 10 recollectio ns of and in terviews 
wi lh l110dern pract itioners of lhe cndl These individuals ,,'e re all 
whil e women, bUI an additional chapte r chronicl es the experi­
e nces of both black and while women who excavated sites under 
lhe a llspices of lh e Works Pro~rt~ss Adlll inisl"llion during t he New 
Deal. Th ese \\'Ol11en were disregarded by the profession and Iheir 
comribu lion igno red- umi l now. Ye l. this boo k docs more than 
simply l'ecou lIlli fc histories: supplemental essays explo re the influ­
ence o f ge nd er 0 11 imelvrctaLio ns o f the past. The aulho rs chal­
lenge lenllS such as "ca r ly lIlan ~ 10 d esc ri bc pn:historic men and 
wome n. New· rtheless, liley avoid producillg a slri(\ent crilicism of 
1I1Cl\ il l fa\<o r ora pica fo r opcn-Inilldcdness in deci ph ering an eiellt 
symbols. Perso nal de ta ils and an ecdule.~ lIl<1ke this it light-hean ed 
as well as informative read , 
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In Memor'iam 

WI-ight Langley 
1935-2000 

Forme r Membe r of Board of Directors 
Florida Historical Society 

\Vright Langley graduated fro m the Rochester Inslilllle onceh­
nology and (!amcd an M.A. in jOllrnalism from Bosto n Un ivers ity. 
He wrow fo r nUl Iltlleigh (N.C.) Timl'-5 and Tile Key H'I?st Cilizm before 
serving as Key West bureau chieffoI' The Mi(lIIli Hemld frolll 1968 to 

1975. An avid local historian alld phologr'apher, Langley autho red 
and co-authored seven books, including ib lerr/tl)'s H()ril/a KI!)'s and 
H'..5lerdflis Kf')' '·Ih/. AI the lime of his death, he was cng.lgcd in a vid­
eotape oral history pr~jcCl about Key West's longtime residents. 
Over his long career with non-pro fit org:miz<lt ions, L'l nglcy sen 'cd 
as d irec t.or of the Key \Vest Maritime Historical Society, as executive 
director o f the Hisc.oric Florida Keys Presen~ltion Board, as a mem­
be r of the Key West Sculpture GardCII Mcmorial Selection Commit­
tee, and as chairman of the Florida Historical Society'!> Publications 
Committee. The hunily requests that dona t.ions be made in M r. La.n· 
gley's honor 10 lIl\:: Monroe CoUllly Public Library'S Local H islOI), 

Depanmclll. 700 Fleming Street, Key \,Vest , FL :\3040. 

Colljrft'nrl'$ 

"Community and History in the Sunbelt: A Symposium." 
~Com lll ull i ty and HislOry: Disco\'c ring the Past. 1~lIilding the Fu· 
Ulre" is a mul ti-rcar \'Cll ture spo nsored by lh e Un iversity o f Ccntral 
Florida. combini ng academic and publ ic history to explorc thc n :-

{25 11 
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\ ;lIionship.~ of historic,, \ knowledge, illlerprelalion . ami SlOI) '-ldl­
ing 10 COlIIlIIlLll it}' format io n. dclinitio ll , and idcmit)', The first 
t:\'t:nl is a symposiulli 011 " l-l iSIOI)' and Cummun ity in the Su nbc h-
10 be held W{·dlH:~sday. 28 Fl~bnlilr)' 2001 ill Lh(' univers ity SHldt:nt 
center. The progralll wi ll fOCllS on the illl crscctio llS of 1~I CC. gender. 
com munity, ;uld hislOI)'. Sdl ed\llcd prese ntcrs arc Ruger \Vilkins 
(Gcorge Mason Unive rs ity), "Sunbeh Drea ms and lhl' Founde rs' 
Aspimtio lls-: Da\'id Cnldlic ld (U ni\'t'rs;ty of North C1.roli n:1 al 
Cha rlotLl·). -Southern H iSlOl) ' ~-Icels the Sunbclt-: and Glen na 
M;uhews (Stanford Unin !!'s it)'). "Silicon Valley WomCII and lhe Cali­
fornia Dream.- For infurmatio n, cOlltact Professor Shirley Leckie 
ill <.~ II'd:.ie@pcgas lls.cc. lIcr.edll> . 

"'The Savannah Rive r at Fifty." An in l('rdisciplinary confe re nce 
of Ihe Samnnah River Site Historical Coun cil \\'i ll he held in Au­
gusta . Georgia. a nd Aiken. South t~lI·o1in <l. from March 2;\ tn 24. 
2001. For dc t<lils. COl ltilCt Eric EmerSOIl at 84:i-72g..3225. 

Ame rican Association for the History of Medicine. Th e an]II I;1\ 
meeting will be Iu:ld April 18-22, 2001. in Cha rleston , Sout h Caro­
lilm . Pan{'ls will co\'er topics rc1aux l til the hislOry of hea llh and 
heali ng. o f m edical ideas. pl<l.c ticcs. and institu tions. th(' l1istol), of 
illnes~, disease, a 11(1 public health ft)r all areas of Ihe \\·orld. Further 
informatioll may be fo nnd al.the associiuiml's websile iU <hllp:!/ 
W\I'\\·.ll ;St111 n l.or j.{/ >. 

"Conneclions--Re thinking Our Audiences." The 200] Allnllal 
Meet ing uf 1 he Organizatio n o f AlTl(' rican 1-1 iSlori;]lls cOIl\'cncs 21l-
29 April 200 I ill I.ns Angeles. The progTTIln , infonlll'd b)' Ihe op­
porlllll ilies of its Irn:;lti oll ;11 Los Angeles ilnd the long-standing 
CQ l11l11itml' nl ot' Kcn ne th T . .J ackson 10 cng;lge audie nces bc),ond 
lh e a(,adcmy. covers slIch topics as w,-itin g about America ill se ri­
o us. popular nonlk ti(Hl: hist01)' in fi lm: Ihe hislo rical rpl'l';l(i\'cs 
c hild rl' n Il'arn ; lIistOl), m useUl11S and I ht: Ch:lllc ll ).{es of the cl1hul~ 11 

111;II'kc tplace ; hislOl'kal me lllOl) ' :md pe rso llal IIlCrllo; rs; and on­
line histn l) ' in da~roollls and ex hibit ion . Visi llhe confere nce web· 
sil e al <hllp:! / www.illdiana .cdll / -oOl h>. 

Cfllljor PfI/JI'r.f 

"The Popu\;lr Cuhurc of Horida, " Tht' an nual mec tin g o f tlw 
Fllwi(i:! H istorical Sm:i'!t)' will lw held 23-26 ~'i:! )' 200 I ill C(!Coa. 
'I'll(.' ge l l c l~111 1 1 (' lIle is "'I-he Popli lar CIllt llre of Florid<l." hilt papers 
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<lnd prese ntations on Dlh er topics relating to Florida's history, envi­
ronment, po litics. or economy arc in viwd. Send a bricf Slllllm <ll)' of 
the pro posed paper/ session , along with th e names and add resses 
o f prcsclltc rs, and pro posed chairpe rsons, a lly audio-visual aids 
needed , ,md o the r pcninclll in fo n naf,ion t.o Dr. Robe n A. '1'01 ),101", 
Hum an iti es Department. !-lorida Institute of Tech no lOb"}'. 150 Wcst 
Univers ity Bou!c\';lrd , Mellx)Umc, FL 3290 1 o r to Dr. Robe rt Sny­
d er, University o fSm llh Flo rida , 240 I Blind Po nd Avenue, Lutz, FL 
33549-7508. The deadl ine for proposal submission is 30 J anual), 
2001. For further infonnalion . visit th e Society's webpagc a t <Imp: 
Ilwww.flOlida-hislOlical-soc,org/>. 

"'Academic Hazing: The Dark Side of the Academy." Submis­
sions are invited for a collection of new essays exp loring the dark 
side o f academic life; the dc n ia l o f tc nure a nd promo tio n , saiaq' 
incqu itics, sexual harassment. explo it ation o f part-t.ime employecs. 
the publish or perish synd rome . time manageme nt issues, slress 
and burnout . workload expectations, admin islt'ativc policies, CIC_ 

Personal SlQries arc panicularly sought. Essays sho uld be a maxi­
mum of 4,500 \\'o rds and sho uld be accompanied by a cu rre nt cur­
ricuhun \1ta, Pre\10lLsly publish cd essays will 11 0 1 be co nsidered. 
Deadli ne: February 1,2001. Send direct essays and queri es to Den­
ise D. Knigh t, 2616 Ames Road, Conland , NY 13045. 

"Diaspora Paradigms: New Scholarship in Comparative Black 
History." T he planning commi tt ee fo r Di aspo ra I)aradigms: New 
Scholarship itl Comparativc Black HislOr},. in cO I~jllncti oll with the 
Companltive Black l-l islOl1' progl'a IU at ~'I i chigan Stale Un iversity. 
invites proposals for a nat io nal conferencc to bc held Se pt ember 
20-23.2001 . T his forum will provide an o ppo rtunity for scho la rs to 
nelwork in an environme nt. thaI o lTers constructivc criti cism and 
fosters intellectual stimu lati on through comparative ro undt.abl c 
discussions, lhe mat.ic sessions, keyno te addresses and scholarl), de­
bate on vario lls topics wilhin the African Diaspora . 

In addition 10 papel'S and panels o n Africa and the Americas, 
Ihe committee seeks scho l:u-ship on i .s..~ ucs co ncerning such di\'ersc 
regions as Ausu'alia, Europe. Asia, o r li lly p lace where people or Af­
rican descen t reside. All p ro pos..1.1s sho uld rep resellt t.he van guard 
in methodological approaches a nd theOJ) " Indivili lm l propos..1. ls 
should include a onc.. ... page abnract and cUlTent curriculum vita. All 
proposals arc due no later lhan 3 1 .!anu;u)' 200 1. The prefe rred 



, 
254 FLORIOI\ HISTORlCAL Q UART ERLY 

melhod of submission is a Word or Word Perfccl auachmcIU c­
mailed to: <cbh prgm@msu.cdu> or <dukccric@msu .cdu>. For fUf­

ther in form;uiOIl . ... isit th e website al <hu p:! / www. II1SU.Cdll/ - cbh­
p rgm/ conferc ncc200 I.huni> or call 5 17-4 10-3439. 

"Science al the Frontiers: Medicine and Culture in the Ancient 
and Medieval Worlds . ~ Th e Twenty-firsl iTu Cfllatio nal Congress o f 
l-lisI(1) ' ofScicnce ,.,.ill be held in Mexico City. 8-14JIII), 200 I . Gil'e n 
the lill k between medicine ;lIld cl llllLre , the S)'ll1posilllll Nil l foc us 0 11 
lhe tr:m slu rmations occulTi ng in the process of uomsfcr and on the 
liu'1.hcr adapl,uion of knowkdgc [0 new cultural par.llllc icrs. For 
pruposals, COll laC! Alai n TOtl\\~l id t: al <alOllwaide@hOl ll1ai l.com>. 
Fur furt her infonmHion on lhe Congress, sec the website at <hup: 
Ilwww,smhcl.org>, 

lo nf l-listOl), PrQjr.rt,~ (Illd Events 

Havana Historical Society Millennium Project . The '·hwana 
Historical Society o f Havana, Florida. ,UlTlOIIIlCCS its six-rear M il1en­
Il iu lIl Projec t wh ich wi ll c ulminate in the town 's ce nte nnial in 
20{)0. T he pr~iec t includes publications o f books ahom 1-I;I\"<IIm'5 

histo'1', ide nt ification and logging of ce meteries, and creatio n of 
ol~ 11 histories. For more in rormation, contact Sa ndi Bcare a t 850-
539-7422 or <S<lndibeare@aol.com:>. 

"Spring InlO Hislory." T hc Ccntr.ll Florida Local HislOry Con­
sortium will sponsor a series of eve n LS througholl t March and April, 
200 I, cmphasizin g the imcrscCl io n lxtwcc n hislUl), and cu mmll­
Ilil}'-building. For flln he r informa t.ion , including dat es and loca· 
tions. visit the -Colllunm ilY and l-lis IOI)'" ,\'ebpage at <hll p:! / 
peg:lslls.CC. Ilef.ed 111- 11 II isq tr / com& his. h 1m I> . 

Fori King. III 1846, the War De partme IU ope ned Fo rt King 10 
privilte purchasers. ali(I this historic place passed iTllo priva te own­
ersh ip whe re it remained ror 154 years. In 1997, the McCal l ralnil)' 
pill it O i l the market induci ng: a rervor aillong histoll' min ded ci li-
1.cns to get it hack into the public domain. Local acti,'ists d rew to­

geth er a remarkable coal ilion to buy the hllld: th e Cit)' or Ocala . 
Ihe COl ln ty of ~'lari(m, II. e Semi nole Tribe (,r Florida. the SCln inole 
Nation fro m Oklahoma. the Florida Division of Histo rical Re­
sOllrC t~s . Co ngn.:ssman Cliff St earns. the school system. and West 
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Poilll gr,ld uatcs livi ng ill Flo rida. The Scmi nole Wars Historic 
Foundation Illc. helped coord inate these diverse in tel·csLS. resllh­
ing in the 16 May 2000 purcimsc of thc th iny-fin!-acrc tract. 

Why spend e nergy t,O S3\"C a fo rt site fro m an a ll-but-forgottcn 
conflict-the Second Semi nole War of 1835- 1842? FOri King was 
bu ilt in 1827 to prolect th e Indian Agency. In council mecti ngs at 
Fort King in 1832, 1834, and 1835, Agen t \VileylllOmpson t.old the 
Seminoles that the Uni ted States wanted the m removed from Flor­
ida, a policy wh ich Osceo la flatl y refused on their be half. Fo rt King 
is whcre Osceola W"d S chained for a li me; il is also where he killed 
Agent T hompson" The Seminoles wiped out a detachment of 108 
o n its ways fro m Fort Brookc lO rdic \'c Fon King. Th e location \\~IS 

a crossroads for every c1emc nt of th e war: eight generals of the reg­
ular United SUHC Arm )" evcry regiment of the army, vol untee rs. 
non-military cioze ns, sailors. blacks free and slave. and Native 
Americans. Fro m Fo rt King \"'IS directed the scarch-and-dcstroy 
strateb"}' that I1nall)' reduced the India ns to surre nder. When, by at­
tr ition, the wardwindlcd awa}' in 1842, Fo rt King became fo r a time 
the coun t}' seal of newly-cremed !\'Iarion C.oUllt}'. 

Workshops 

Annual Writers Workshop and Conference in Honor of Rachel 
Carson" The First An nual Writers' Workshop and Confe rence in 
hOllo r of Radlel Carso n will be held fro m J une 12 th rough.Jun c 15, 
200 I. in Boothbay Harbo r. r-.Iaine. The workshop is o pe n 10 pub" 
lished and amateur wrilers as well as educal.Ors and in terested indi­
viduals. In vited fcatured speakers include Linda Lear, author o f the 
defi nitive Carson biography. Tom Horton , Gioia T impan ell i, Bnlce 
Hiscock, and Barbara Ras. Workshop sessions will be held ill the 
areas of fi c tion, no n-fiction , poetry, and ch ildrc n ·s li terature, and 
participants will have ample oppo rtun ity to c I1joy the na tura l 
beauty of coasutl r..hi nc and th e activities sluToundillg Boothbay 
Harbor. For additional information and regisu' ltion . please visit 
th e NEW-CUE website at <http://ww'''. ncw-cuc.o rg>. 

FellowsltiJ)s (/1/d AWflnls 

American Association for State and Local History Award Win­
ners. Th e American Associat io n for Slate and Local Histol)' ;I\\~lrds 

prognun was initiated in 1945 to establisll and e nco ll l, lge standanis 
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of~xcdk l l ce in the colk'clio1\ , preservat ion, and ifHerprClat ioll of 
statl' and local histol1' Ihro llgilollt America. hnol only honors sig­
l1i/icarH achieveme nt in the lield of local history, bu t also brings 
public n:::cugnit ie III o f th e o ppo rtun it ies ror small and large o rgan i-
7':l1io n5. institutiuns, and prognulls Ie) make COlll ributiollS ill this 
arena . Amo ng its recipie nts rur 2000 we re IWO Florida eu tries. Th e 
Hen ry B. Plant Muse um in Tampa received :t il Award of rookril to r 
Ihe live ex hibi t productio n - Upst:tirs/ Dowtlst:ti rs aillie 'Hullpa Ba)' 
Hotel. K 1"':1 1$), \\'l'st of KC)' West rcceivl'd a Ce n ifiC:lIc of Commemb­
tion on t he book. TIll: EII/lmi llg SI'III I IIOlfJ: /'; l'J1II Alliga/or Il'fn /ling 10 
F('(!I{J uli.~ lII. Congmtillal inns. 

".Ison I'ellowships. Thc Fi lsOll Clt lb Historical Society. Louisvi lle, 
Ke ntucky, is pleased to anl10 unce thc contin uatio n of Ihe Fi lson 
Fellowships. which e ncomage schola rly usc or The Filson Club's 
nationally sigllificant collec tions by providing support ror Ir:.l\'d 

amlludging. The Socie ty's colleclio ns arc especially strong for the 
rron tier. antebe llum. and Civil War C I~IS. Applican ts IUlist subm it a 
CO\'l'r !cller, a resum e, and t\\'o leit ers of recOlllmendation rrom 
cnllea ).\"\Lt's EI111i lia r wit h their work. A dcscriplion or tlH' research 
projecl (n,) longer th:m two double-spaced pages) should dC111()n­
S Ir~Hc t Itt' relevance or researching tlte Filson's collec lio ns, includ­
iI II-{ tile idcll li ficatiOil of specirl c colle("[iOils whe n appropriale. Th e 
"pplic:uion dead linc is ~H J anuary 200 1. The Gu id(' t.o Selected 
Manuscript and Pholograph Collections of The Filson Club Histor­
ical Sodety is a\~lilablc at <ht tp://w\\.w.fi lsoncl ub.o rg>. For add i­
lional infnnllation. ('o ntact Nelson L. Dawson at 502-635-508:\ 0(' 

bye-mail at <dawson@/"ilso llclub.org>. 

200 1-2002 Fellowships al the Huntington. Approximately a ile 
lwm\rcd fellowships for research in English o r Amc rican lil er:l­
lurc, history, art hish.1I1', alltl t he It istOl1' or science, using materials 
al the HI11Hington Uhral1'. will be awa rded . Awards 1'<111' fro m the 
Hu nl in glUll Research Awa rds-ror one to five mo nths and carry­
illg mon thly stipends or 2000-10 th e Barham Thow Post.dnc[oml 
Fellllwships-d esiglH'd to support a non-ten ured faCIl ity !llcln be r 
who is revising a m:lllllsuipt for puhli ca l.io n , and fo r nine to twcll'e 
mOlHhs with a sti pe nd of ~O.OOO. For mort' iu formation . please 
rcren' llce lhe libl~1I1" s website a t <htt p://www. hunlington.org>. or 
con lact Carolyll Powel l at (626) '10£" ... 2 194 or br C-Ill<li l at <cpowcll@ 
IUllltin gton .o .. ~> . 
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Charles DeBcncdctti Prizc in Pcacc History. The Peace History 
Socie ty invitcs submissions for the Charles OeBclledc ni Prize in 
I>eace History, to be givcn to th c "Ilthor or auth ors of an OIltst:lt id­
ing article published in English in 1999 o r 2000. Aniclcs refl ecting 
new, cutling-cdgc research appearing cither ill ed it.ed works or 
j ournals Illay focus on the history of peace movements, th e re­
sponse of ind ividuals to peace ami war issucs, lhe rclationshi p be .. 
I\,'cen peace and o th er reform movemen ts, gender issues in 
warfare and peacemaking. comparative analyses. qUilJltitative stud­
ies. or o the r relevant subjects. Th e prize includes a cash award of 
500. Articles shou ld be submillcd in triplicate by February 1, 200 1 

10 Professor Robert Shaffer. Depa rtment of l-liS10I),. Shi ppe nsburg 
Unive rsity. Shippensbu rg. i>A. 17257. For fUrlh er info rmation , rou 
may also COll"'CI Prof. Shaffer via e-mai l al <roshaf@ark.ship.eci u>. 
For more in fonnation abou t the work of the Peace History Socie ty, 
including membership infonnalion . visit the. \\'eb site at <hllp:/! 
www.swanhmore.edu/ Libl"ry/ peace! Peace/ >. 

Virginia Historical Society Research Fellowship Program, To 
promote the interpretat io n o f Virgi nia hislOl'}' and access to ils col­
leClions. the Vi rbrinia HiSlOrical Society, fu nded by a matching 
gram from the And rew W. Mellon Foundation and gifts from indio 
viduals . offers fellowships of up to four weeks a rear. Applicants 
whose research promises 10 result in significant publ ication. in­
cludin g the Vi rgil/i(1 M agaz.ille oj I-I;s/O/ )' and BiogmlJlly. will receiw! 
primary co nsiderm io n. Applican ts should send an origi nal and 
three copies of' he fo llowi tlg: a cove r leiter, a rt!SlIme, tWO le tte rs of 
recommenda tion (which may be sen t separately), and a descl'ip­
ti on of their research project not longer than tWO double-spaced 
pages thilt also sl.ates the length of the award req uested . The d ead­
line fo r ;'pplications is 15 J an uary 200 1; awards wil l be ann oul lccd 
by 15 March 200l. Send applicatio ns 1,0: Dr. Nelson D. Lankford. 
Chai rrnart , Resea rch Fellowship Commi ttee. Virgin ia Historical $0-
ciet)', 428 N. Boule\~\rd , Richmond. VA 23220; t.elephone 804-358-
4901 : fax 804·355-2399; <nl an kford@\'a historical.org>. Vis;, the so­
ciety's webpagc at <http://wW\ .... \~lhi st.o rica l .org>. 

New H'ehsift'.5 

"Beyond Face Value: Depictions of Slavery in Confederate Cur­
rency." All original virtual ex hibit is now available th rough th e web-
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SilC ofthc United Sla tes Civil War Ce nter a t LSU: <ht tp:/ hV\V\v.rwc. 
I su .ed u/cwc/B(~)'lln dFaceValllc>. Featurin g 1110rc than onc hu n­
dred digi tal images of hist orical cu rrency. "Beyond Face Value~ in­
chides origi nal narmti\'cs and an alyses of the relationship belwc(' n 
an a lld poli tics ill th e Civil War em. Th e cxhibi t was made possible 
through a b'1<l nt fro m lhe Louisiana Endowme nt for the HU lllaniti£:s, 
a sta te allilia tc o f the National Endowmelll for thc Human ities. 

"Voice Vision Holocaust Oral History Archive." Honsed in the 
Mardigia n Libt<lI1' ;11 the Uni\'(;: rsity of Michigatl-Dcarbo fll , the 
Voice Visio n Holoca ust Survivor Oral 1-1i ~lOrics Archive con tains 
ovcr 150 illlcrvicws II'ith Ho locaust survi\'or.~ conducted hy Profes­
sor Sid I~olkosky. T he collection co mprises nearly ~30 ho1lt'~ of au­
dio tapes and 60 ho urs o f video, \I'hich arlo currently being 
u~H1snibed ,m d made available to the public. In addition to the 
tt~II 1.~ni beci interviews. the arch in.: maintains a \\'ebsite consisting 
of st:,·cral illlcrvie .... s in aud io fo rmal usi ng Real player and a tran­
sctiptioll of t1le ;H.dio requ iti ng Adolx; Acrobat. both of which can be 
down loaded from the sit e at <http:// ho locauSI.lHTHLlllllich.edll/>. 

" My History is America 's History." A new websit e cx plores ollr 
natio n's history through o ur fami lies. The Natio nal Endowment 
fo r the Huma niti es designed Ihis t.o e ncoumge and hel p individu­
als explore their 0\\'11 families, discover their fa milies' places in his-
1011', ami make th eir own COlllributiOrls to hist0l")'. The site, 
ind udinA ideas .. bou t applying the wcbsite Lo classroom and C01\1-
III llll ity lise, may be found at <www.lllyhislOry.org>. 

Berkshire Conference of Women Historians. AtHlOlin ci ng a 
new wcbsit t: for th e Berkshire Confe rence: of Women Hi storians. 
Th e si te co nlOl ins information on Berkshire Co nference member­
ship . Firs t Ilook and Anide Prizes. gmdu<ltl' stude nt and postdoc­
t Ot~ . 1 fe lluwsllips. :I. ld Ihe 12th Uerksl. irc Confecc' lce Oil Lhe 
History of Wo men. t() he held Ju n£: 6-9, 2002 011 the Unive rsity of 
COHlH'cticILl a l Sto rrs. Ca ll For Papers fo r Ihe 2002 Berkshire Con­
fe re nce also ;I\'ailabll' at the sit.e. Deadli ne fo r Papcr, Panel and 
Roundtable Proposals is Decembe r 15,2000. Visi t lhe website at 
<lIu p:/ / www.herksconl"c re ncc.urg:>. 
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Lectures 

Florida Southern CoUege Lecture Series. The 2000-200 I Florida 
Lecture Series continues with three programs in the spring. On 18 
J anuary, Michael Rade let of the Universit), o f I-lorida will spea k on 
"The Death Penalty in Florida.~ On 8 February, Ben Green o f Flo r­
ida Stale Universi ty will address -Florida's Harry T. Moore: Ame r­
ica's Firs t Mart)'r for Civil Righ ts.- And on 15 March , DavidJ. Coks 
willlecllIre on -The Smallest Tadpole: Flo rida in the Civil War." All 
programs <Ire free and o pen to the public, beginn ing at 7 p.m. in 
the Hollis Seminar Room. For in fo rmatio n, call James M. Denham 
at 863-680-43 12. 



A GIFT OF HISTORY 

A membe rship in lhe Flo rida Historical Socie ty is an excellent 
girt idea for birthdays, gl"du <1 , ion. o r for anyone inte rested in the 
rich and co lorful SIOI) ' o f Fl orida 's past, 
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