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/" COMPARING THE HISTORIANS..SUMMARY

-y

Rabbinic Civilization Steve Gutow December 16, 1999

This presentation compared the views in four specific works of four historians we’ve studied this year as
well as the chapter we read last weck by Isaiah Gafni in The Literature of the Sages. Part 1  The works
by the other authors which are compared here are: Martin Jaffee, Early Judaism; Lawrence Schiffiman,
From Text to Tradition; Alan Segal, Rebecca’s Children; and Shaye Cohen, From the Maccabees to the
Mishnah. Since we recently read another Shaye Cohen article, “The Significance of Yavne: Pharisees,
Rabbis, and the End of Jewish Sectarianism “, I included its contents in the comparison.

So, what can we conclude. All of these historians place the facts on the table. They all use the same
original sources: Josephus; the New Testament; and the rabbinic literature of the period of the Mishnah
and the Talmud. Yet, when the sources are ambiguous or ambivalent, rational conjecture becomes the
rule.

The four questions all receive different responses from each of the historians we read. When looking at the
place of the rabbis during the first century of the common era, there is no contemporary history. So, what
do these scholars say?

/The four questions are:

e

1. What was the connection between the rabbis and the Pharisces?

2. Were the rabbis in control of the ritual life of the Temple in Jerusalem prior to the Temple’s
destruction?

3.  What was the connection between the Pharisaic “traditions’ and the rabbis’ “oral law’?

¥ ' ‘\4. In what ways did the destruction of the Second Temple enhance or alter the power of the rabbis

during the first century of the common era?
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Segal, who sees the destruction of the Temple and the ascent of the rabbis as the beginning of Judaism, @ ! %uo ‘
surprisingly weaves a tale of Pharisaic control through all the ellipses in the historical record. Rebecca’s it ¢ (i (/
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Children suggests: 1)that the rabbis are a continuation of the Pharisees; 2) the rabbis were not in control T ™
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‘oral law’ is one of almost total continuity; and 4) the destruction of the Temple literally catapulted the I
rabbis into a position from which they could start a new religion. 4
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Colien’s major purpose is to show the ways in which Judaism remained a united religion. Still, like Segal, © "~ "=' /”
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he sees the beginning of the rabbis’ control as the momentous moment in Judaism’s beginning from Clirt o Ly

which Judaism which could include a huge spectrum of Jewish views.1) However, unlike Segal, he does LY

not see the shift from Pharisee to rabbi as only a change of names. He recognizes that though there are [ b vien

were many reasons to see that many rabbis came from Pharisaic origins, many did not. 2) Cohen does not Fhol- Enbofors
take a stand as to which group controlled the Temple rituals, but to even imagine that the ‘rabbis’ were in ~ *** g2 X %M ,
control he would have to see them more clearly as Pharisees, and he does not. 3) Cohen sees the S il fe
similarities between the traditions and the oral law but makes no direct connection, once again suggesting
that the oral law came from a variety of sources. 4) Cohen sees the destruction as the opening of the
rabbis’ rise to power but not as a panacea to immediate hegemony. Cohen and Segal while viewing the
rabbinic period as the great beginning of the Judaism we know today differ significantly in how they
answer the above questions.
"'_!n,;.- > et b bt Or “";N} ola x
Schiffman vidws Tudaism as one long stream beginning in the early days of the Bible and continuing until
today. Surprisingly, he and Segal answer the questions very similarly. Schiffman also1) sees the
connection between the Pharisees and the rabbis as a straight-line continuation; 3) believes the oral law is
a continyation of Pharisaic traditions but , equivocating, says that these traditions are never mentioned as
coming from Sinai; and 4) that the power of the rabbis was enhanced geometrically after the destruction.
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1. Yavneh as an heir to teaching of Moses® time
From Sefer Aggadah:

294: Our masters taught. When our masters entered the vineyard at Yavneh among them were R. Judah, R,
Yose, R. Nehemiah, and R Eliezer the son of R, Yose the Galilean. In appreciation of the hospitality shown
them they began their discourses by expounding relevant texts. R. Judah who was the one delegated to speak
first on all occasions began his discourse on the honor due to Torah by expounding on the text; “Now Moses
used to take the Tent of Meeting and pitch it without the camp” (Ex. 33:7) Have we not here he said a kol
v’chomer? The Ark of the Lord was never more than 12 mi/ distant from the Israelite encampment yet the
Torah speaks of those who went out as “everyone that sought the Lord went out unto the Tent of Meeting.
How much more, “they who seek the Lord” applicable to disciples of the wise who go from city to city and
from province to province to learn Torah!

2. Yavneh as a source for sacred learning:

From Sefer Aggadah.

54. As long Raban Yohanan ben Zakkai made his home in Berur Hayyil, his five disciples remained in his
presence. After he passed away, four went to Yavneh, However, Eleazar ben Arakh joined his wife at
Emmaus, a place of good water and beautiful situation, where he waited for the others to come to him, but
they did not. When they failed to come, he wanted to go them, but his wife would not let him, saying, “Who
needs whom?” He answered, “they need me.” She said, “when there is a leather vessel containing food and
there are mice, who goes to whom - the mice to the vessel, or the vessel to the mice?” He listened to her
and remained there until he forgot his learning. After a while the other disciples came to him and asked him
about a matter in Torah, but he was unable to answer.

3. Yavnean period as a time of post-prophetic wisdom, after which all is lost:

From Sefer Aggadah:

792: Our masters taught: When the elder Rabban Gamaliel died, the glory of Torah ceased and. Levitical
purity and abstinence died out. When Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai died, the radiance of wisdom ceased.
When R. Eliezer died, the Torah scroll was hidden. When R. Joshua died, counsel, speculation, and the
blessing of plenty ceased in the world. When R. Ishmael ben Phiabi died, the radiance of priesthood ceased.
When Rabban Gamaliel died, locusts came and tribulations increased. When R. Akiva died, the strong arms
of Torah ceased, and the wells of wisdom were stopped up. When R. Eleazar ben Azariah died, the crowns
of wisdom ceased, for the crowns of the sages is their wealth, When R, Hanina ben Dosa died, workers of
miracles ceased. When R, Yose Ketanta died, men of piety died out. When Ben Zzai died, the assiduous
students of Torah ceased. When Ben Zoma died, the expounders of Scripture ceased. When R. Meir died, the
. tellers of parables ceased. When Rabbi died, humility and fear of sin ceased.

4. Yavneh as a definitive source in Gemara:

B.Yevamot 42B S :

R. Eleazar did not go one day to the Bet Hamidrash, On meeting R. Assi he asked him, “What did the Rabbis
discourse at the Bet Hamidrash?” The other replied, “Thus said R. Yohanan' The halachah is in agreement
with R. Yose.” — Does this then imply that only individual opinion is:against him? — Yes, and so it was
taught: A married woman who was always anxious to spend her time at her paternal home, or who had some
angry quarrel at her husband’s home, or whose husband. was in prison or was old or infirm, or who was
herself infirm, or had miscarried after the death of her husband, or was barren, old, a minor, incapable of
conception or any other way incapacitated from procreation, must wait three months. These are the words of
R. Meir. R. Judah permits immediate betrothal and marriage.

R. Hiyya b. Abba said: R Yohana retracted. Said R. Joseph: If he retracted he did so on account of what has
been taught at the Vineyard. For it was taught: R. Ishmael son of R. Yohanan b. Beroka said: T heard from
the mouth of the Sages in the Vineyard of Yavneh that all women must wait three months,
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\OPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH
EULFILLED IN JESUS CHRIST

Presented Here in Their Order of Fulfillment

PHETIC SCRIPTURE

SUBJECT

FULFILLED

B

oiLds

. ]wiﬂ put enmity between you and
e, and between your seed and her
<,shall bruise your head, and you
(sa His heel.”

seed of a woman

Gal. 4:4, p. 1189

“But when the fullness of the time had
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the law,”

ers,
112:3, P 14
Il bless those who bless you, and I
56 him who curses you; And in you

he families of the garth shall be
led-"

descendant of
Abraham

Matt..l.-.[, p. 973 .
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus
Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abra-

ham:”

AR .

ko, p. 18 ,

i God said, ‘No, Sarah your wife
| bear you'a son, and you shall call his
¢ Lsanc; T will establish My covenant
B4 him for an everlasting covenant, and

V
K his descendants after him."”

descendant of
Isaac

Luke 3:34, p. 1040
“the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son
of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of

MNahor,”

RN o 157

1 see Him, but not now; 1 behold Him,
{not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob;

A Sceptor shall rise out of Israel, and batter

ke brow of Moab, and destroy all the sons

4 \gtumult."

descendant of
Jacob

Matt. 1:2, p. 973
“Alraharn begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob,
and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers,”

E; 49:10,p. 50 :
_li;"l‘he scepter shall not depart from Ju-

I, nor n lawgiver from between his feet,
2 fitl Shiloh comes; and to Him shell be the
1 _';!becl_icnce of the people.”

from the
tribe of Judah

Luke 3:33, p. 1040
“the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son

of Judah.”

.97, p. 687 ,

“Of the incroase of His government and
peace there will be no end, upon the throne
of David and over His kingdom, to order it
md establish it with judgment and justice
Fom that time forward, even forever. The
weal of the Lowp of hosts will perform this.”

heir to the
throne of David

Luke 1:32, 33, p. 1037

“He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David.
And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no

end.”

Py, 45,6, 7; 102:25-27, p. 565

“Your throne, O Gadl, is forever and ever;
aseepter of righteousness 4s the soepter of
& Your kingdom. You love righteousness and
hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God,
has anointed You with the oil of gladness
more than Your companions.” '
1 “Of old You laid the-foundation of the
1 carth, and the heavens are the worlcof Your
hands. They will porish, but Yon will en-
dure; ves, all of them will grow old like a
garment; like a cloak You will change them,
and thoy will be changed. But You are the
same, and Your years will have no cnd.”

anointed and
eternal

Heb, 1:8-12, p. 1248

“But to the Son He says: Your throne, O
God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righ-
teousness is the scepler of Your kingdom.
You have loved rightecusness and hated
latolessness; therefore God, Your God, has
anointed You with the oil of gladness more
than Yoar compantons.” And: “You, LORD,
tn the beginning laid the foundation of the
carth, and the heavens are the work of Your
hands: they will ‘perish, but You remain;
and they will all grow old ke a garment;
like a cloak You will fold them up, and they
will be changed. Bul You are the same, and

Your yeers will not fail.’”
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Mic. 5:2, p. 925 .

“But you, Bethlehem, Ephrathah,
though you are little among the. thousands
of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to
Me the One to be ruler in Israel, whose
goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting,”

SUBJECT -

“bora in
Bethlehem

Luke2:4, 5,7, p. 1638 * ° '

“And Joseph alsa went up from Gg)

out of the city of Nazareth, inte Jude

the, city: of David, which is called B
lehem, because he was of the houge
lineage of David, to be registered

MB.[X’, his hetrothed wife, who was -
child. . . And she brotizht forth he; !
born $on, and wrapped Him in swad,
cloths, and laid Him in a manget, bee
there was no rocom for them in the ip

Dan, 9:25, p. 879 A

“Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the command to re-
store and build Jerusalem until Messinh
the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks; ‘the street shall be built
again, and the wall, even In-troublesome
times.” o

time for
His birth

Like %31, 2, p. 1038 T
“And it came to pass in thoge days ¢
decree went out from Caesar Augustus
all the world should be registered. -
census first took place while Quirinus
governing Syria.” - S

Is. 7:14, p. 685 . .
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give
you z sign: Behold, the’ virgin shall con-
ceive and bear a Son, and shall cal] His
name Immanuel,” -

to be born
of a virgin

Luke 1:26, 27, 30, 31, p. 1036

"Now in the sixth month the ar
Gabriel was sent by God to a eity of Ga!
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed
nan whose name was Joseph, of the'he
of David. The virgin’s name wasMaty:
Then the angelsaid to-her,-'Do not
afraid, Mary; for you have found favok +
‘God. And behold; you will conceive in1
womb and bring forth a Son, and sh
His name Jrsus.”” : e

Jer. 31:15, p. 776

“Thus says the LosD: A voice was heard
in Ramah, lamentation end bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children, refusing
to 'be comforted for her children, because
they are no more,"”

slaughter of
children

Matt. 2:16-18, p. 97¢ Wl
" “Then Herad, when he saw that b8
deceived by the wise men,wis excééd
angry; and ﬁe sent forth and put td déall
the male children who were hi‘B_qthl :
and in all its districts, from twolyeRig
and under, according to the timg¥hIf
had-determined from the wisenien
was fulfilled what was spolgn
the prophet, saying: A voics %8
Ramah, lamentation, weeping, .44
mourning, Rachel weeping :ﬁ
dren, refusing to be’,Cﬂmeﬂm-
they wdre ho more.” ,

Hos, 1111, p. 892 . -
“When Israel twas a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called My son.”

flight to Egypt

<

. death of Herod, that it might

Mart, 2:14, 15, p: 974

“When he arose, he (o0
Child and His mother by 1
parted for Egypt, and, was

which was spoken by the, Lorg
prophet, saying, ‘Out ¢ Eggp
Son."™ . ‘

Is, 40:3~5, p. 713
“The voice of one erying in-the wilder-

ness: ‘Prepare the way of the LoRD; make
straight in the desert a highway for our
God., Every valley shall be exalted, and

every mountain and hill shall be made low;
the crooked places shall be made straight,

and the rongh places smooth; the glory of
the Logp shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see # together; for the mouth of the

[

Lonp has spoken.

the way
prepared

Luke ;?:3-*6, 3 1.039 E:':m
“And he wgnt into all'the:
reaching 2

the.Jordan, p :
tanc]e for thel' remission obs ‘! H
ten in the-book Qf the ‘;K" 4
prophet, saying: ‘The velks

the wilderness: TrePH il
Lonp, make His; ﬂ‘g‘- 1
ley shall be filled 87 d? .
hill brought low: d'";y
shall be made strelg !
made smooth; dnt
vation of God.
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vy messenger, and he

the way before Me. And the
you seek, will suddenly:come
mle,, even the messenger of the
whom you delight. Behold,

* cays the LoD of hosts.”

e

6, 965

a1 will send you Flijah the
fore the coming of the great and
ay of the LORD. And he will tum

gl thi fattiers to the children, and

ial, of thie children to their fathers,
s aiid strike the earth with acurse.”

preceded by
a forerunner

Luke 7:24, 37, p 1046 - ‘

“When the messengers of John had de-
parted, He began to speak to the multi-
tudes concerning John: “What did.you go
out into the wilderness to seeP A ree
shaken by the wind? . . . Thisis he of whom
it s written: “Behold, I send My messenger
before Your face, who will prepare Your
way before You.""” : '

preceded by

Elijah

Matt, 11:13, 14, p. 984

“For all the prophets and the law proph-
esied until John. And if you afe willing to
receive it, he is Elijab who is'to come.”

41 N -
T 1o clave the decree: the Lorb has
Me, “You are My Son, today 1 have

eless the gloom will not be

who 15 distressed, as when at {irst

y esteemed the land -of Zebulun

b Tand of Naphtali, and afterward

d het, by the way of |
! dan, in Galilee of
tnitlles, The people who walked in
oss have seen a great light, those who
in thic land of the shadow of death,
light has' shined.”

pr 8 .
ppen.my mouth ina parable; Lwill
ark sayings of old, ywhich we have
| and known, and our fathers have told
o will not hide them. from their chil-
neration to come the
es of the Lorn, and TLis strength and

1
“wonderful works that He has done.

Bt 18:15, p. 191 ° :
e Lorn your God will raise up for
Wi & Propliet like me [rom your midst,
-your-brethren. m yoo shall hear.”

declared the
Son of God

Matt, 3:17, g 975 )
“and snddenly a voice came from
heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in

Galilean
ministry

speaks in

parables

! -

a prophet

L6072, p. 734 .
‘The Spirit of the Lord Gon is upon Me,
use the LoRD has anointed Me to
Jhreach good tidings to the poor; He has
sont Me to heal the brokenhearted, to pro-
ﬂiim liberty to the captives, and the opef-
Ingokthe prison to those whe.are bound; to
roclaim the aceeptable year. of the LORD,
ind'the day. of vengeance of cur God; to
tmfort all who moum.”.

fomtort all wio mourn. -
b, 53:3, p. 727 R

He is despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
dnd we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;
I;{? was despised, and we did not esteem

|

to bind up the
brokenhearted

rejected by
His own people,
the Jews

whom 1 am well pleased.” :

Matt, 4:13-16, p. 976

“and leaving Nazarveth, He came and
dwelt in Capernatim, which s Dy the sea, in
the reggions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it
might be fulfilied wlich was spoken by Isajah
the prophet, saying: The land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtall, the way of the sea,
beyone the Jorden, Galilez of the Gentiles:
The peaple who sat in darkness sqw a great
Hght, and upon those ivho sat in the region

and shadow of death light has dawned,

Math. 13:34, 35, p. 987 .
41 these things Jesus spoke to the mul-
titude In paribles; and without a parable
He did not speak to them that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the pro het,
saying: ‘Twill open My mouth inparables; I
will utter things which have been kept se-
ert from the foundation of the world.””

Acts 3:20, 22, pn 1108

s ndl that He may send Jesus Christ, who
was preached to you hefore, . . For Moses
truly said to the fathers, “The Lorp your
Cod will raise up for you a Prophet like me
from your brethren. Him yott shall hear in
all things, whatever He says to you o7

Luke 4:18, 19, p. 1041 - -

“The Spirit of the Lorp is upon Me, be-
cause He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives and recovery of sight to the
Blind, -to set at liberty those who are op-
pressed, to praach the acceptable year of
the Loan.”

John I:11, p. 1075
“He came to [is own,
not receive Him.”

Luke 23:18, p. 1068
“And they ali otled out at once, saying,
‘Away with this Man, and release to us Ba-

and His own did
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Ps, 1104, p, 602 Heb, 5:5, 6, p. 1250 :
“The Lorp has sworn and will not re- priest after "8o also Christ did not glovify Himse]|
lent, "You are a priest forever according to order of become High Priest, but it was He why ;.
the order of Melchizedek.'” Melchizedek &

to Him: "You are My Son, today I hape )
gotten You.' As He also says i anoth
place: You are a priest forever accorgy,

the order of Melchizedek.”, ¢

Zech. 9:9, p. 955

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!| Bshold,
your King is coming to you; He ir just and
having salvation, Jowly and riding on a don-
key, a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

triumphal entry

Mark 11:7, 9, 11, p. 1023

“Then they brought the colt to Jesus g
threw their garments on it, and He satoh
+ - » Then those who went before ang :
who followed cried out, saying; ‘Hoss iy
Blessed {s He who comes in the nmnegﬁ'
Lonp!™. . . And Jesus went into ]erﬁ'”é
i

and into the temple. So when, He
looked around at all things, as the }.| Uk
already late, He went out to Bethpgy
the twelve.” ;

Ll

Ps. 8:2, p. 544

“Out of the mouth of babes and infants
You have ordained strength, because of
Your enemies, that You may silence the en-
emy and the avenger.”

" adored by
infants

Matt, 21:15, 16, p, 995 " iR

“But when the chief priests ian;(‘l' s
saw the wonderful things that o
the children erying ont in the te
saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of ]j
were indignant and said to Hig$
hear what these are saying?" A'

to them, ‘Yes. Have you never réi
the mouth of babes and nursing
have perfected praise”?" -

Is. 53:1, p. 727

“Who has believed our report? And to
whom has the arm of the Lorp been re-
vealed?”

not helieved

N

John 12:37, 36, p. 1091 .,
“But although He had dg
signs before them, they _dﬁ'i,
Him, that the word of Isajgh3
might be fulfilled, which’
wha has believed our repofifd
has the arm of the LoD hed

Py, 41:9, p. 563

“Even my own {amiliar {riend in whom 1
trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his
heel against me,”

betrayed by
a close friend

Latke 2247, 48, p. 106
“And while He was 3l
hold, a multitude; and, ho R
Judas, one of the twelvey i
and drew near. to Jesugk
Jesus said to him, ‘Judag
the Son of Man with

Zech. 11:12, p. 957
“Then I said to them, ‘If it is agreeable to
you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.

betrayed for
thirty pieces

“Then one of the
cariot, went to the éht

So they weighed out for my wages thirty of silver ‘What are you will
pieces of silver.” Him to you? An’gi. il
_ thirty pieces of ﬂ
Ps. 35:11, p. 558 M.:‘zlrk 14:57, 5352]3
“Fierce witnesses rise up; they ask me accused by ‘And some ros5

things that I do not know.”

false witncsses

against Him, spyid
will destroy this
hands, and withi

another made .

Is. 53:7, p, 727

“He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
vet He opened not 1His mouth; He was led
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before its shearers is silent, so He opened
not His mouth.”

silent to
accusations

still answereh,
veled.




e 1331 PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH

-leHETIG :SCRIPTURE SUBJECT o FULFILLED. - - ]
1{5' h ip- 725 L Mait, 26:67, p. 1003 THL
J;F;Mylback to those who struck Me, spat on “Then they spat,in His face and beat 1[ i
:yféhéé‘-.ksn-to. those who plucked out and struck Him; and others struck Him with the palms |
ard; 1 did nat hide My face from of their hands,”
d spitting. . ,
95' A9, p 558 0 - John 15:24, 25, p. 1094 if
* themn not rejoice over me who-are hated without “IfT had not done among them the works |
fully- my enemies; nor let them wink reason which no one else did, they would have no
e eye who hate me without a canse.” sin; but now they have seen and also hated |
R : : both Me and My Father But this happened i
that the word might be fulfilled which is !
L S | . written in their law, “They hated Me 1with-
s oo 1 out aeause” - ) - _
65 o Rom. 56, 8, p. 1145 1
t He was wounded for our transgres- vicarious “For when we were stillwithout strength,
e was bruised for our iniquities; the sacrifice in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
sement for our peace was upon Him, - ... But God demonstyates His own love
y His stripes we are healed.” toward us, in that while we were still sin-

ners, Christ died for us.” : il

;%;, 12, g 72 Mark 15:27, 28, p. _111030?'

erefore 1 will divide Him a l[1)_0'111'0?1 erucified with “With Him they also crucified two rob-
e

hé great, and He shall divide thespeil malefactors bers, one on His right and the other on His

‘he strong, becanse He poured out left, So the Scripture was fulfilled which

.l unto death, and He wils mmbered | says, And He was numbered with the trans- ‘
he transgréssors, and He Bore flie sin “gressors.” .
ny, and’ made ‘intercessidn for the !
sressors.” i N CT

J & T T
ﬂ°h123105 p 987 . John 20:27, p. 1099
d 1 will pour on the house of David pierced through - “Then He said to Thomas, Reach your

. the inhabitants of Jerusalem the i  hands and feet -finger here, and look at My hands; and

of grace and supplication; then they . reach your hand here, and put #-into My

! Me whom they have plerced; : side. Do not be unbelieving, but bellev-
urn for Himn as one mourns for : ing.’”

Wy wun, and grieve for Him as one
1 for a firstborn,”

27,8, p 551 , Luke 23:35, p. 1068 . -
| those who see Melaugh Me to scorn; - sneered and ““And the people. stood looking on. But
thoot out the lip, they shake thehead, mocked even the rulers with them sneered, saying,
¢, ‘He trusted in the Lorp, let Him . | ‘He saved others;.let. Him save Himself if
e Him; let [;Iim deliver Him; since He | He is the Christ, the chosen of God.'” !
ats in Him!'”, - ‘) se .. - o -

$(99, p. 576 . ‘ Rom. 153, p. 1154 _
scause zeal for Your house has eaten was reproached | . “For even Christ did not please Himself;

p, and the reproaches of those who | butasitiswritten, Thereproaches of those ‘
ach You have fallen on'me.” . | who reproached You fell on Me."” i é
X 109:4, 'p. 601 IR Luke 23534, p. 1068 |
« return for my love they are my ac- prayer for . “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive thom, |

5, but [ give myself to prayer,” His enemies | for they do not know what they do.” And ;'
. . . they divided His garments and cast lots.” I,

%?,2.-17, 18,p 551 S - Matt, 27:35, 36, p. 1005 il
aan countall My bones. They look anid sokliers “Then they erucified Him, and divided

at Me. They divide My garments - gambled for  °| His garments, casting lots, that it might be
1% them, and for My elothing they cast His clothing fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:
1

“Phey divided My garments ainong them,
and for My clothing they casi lots.” Sitting
down, they kept watch over Iim there.”

2.1, g, 550 Math, 27:46, p. 1005 ‘
{y God, My God, why have You for- forsaken by God “and about the ninth hour Jesus cried
1 Me? Why are You so far from helping out with a loud voice, saying, 'Eli, Eli, lama
and from the words of My groaning?” sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, My God,

1ohy have You forsaken MeP"”




PROPHECIES OF THE MESSIAH

1332

PROPHETIC! SCRIPTURE

SUBJECT

- FULFILLED

Ps. 34:20, p. 558 : :
“He guardsall his bones; ot one of them

is broken.” -~

no bqnes-broken

John 19:32, 33, 36, p. 1098

“Then the soldiers came and-broke
legs of the first and of the other who
érucified with Hint' But when they can
Jesus and saw that He was alveady d
they did not break His legs. . . . Fore
things were done that the Scripture sh-
be fulfilled, ‘Not one of His bones she
broken.)” <« . .. .

Zech. 12:10, p. 957 - - . .
“And I will pour on the house of David
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the
Spirit of grace and supplication; then they
will look on Me whom they have plerced;
they will mourn for Him as one mourns for

his only son, and grieve for Him as-one -

grieves for a firstborn.”

His side pierced

John 19:34, p. 1098

“But ene of the soldiers pierced His
with a spear, and immediately bload
water came out.” S

Is. 539, p. 727 - :

“and they made His grave with the
wicked—but with the rich at His death,
becanse He had done no violénce, nor was
any deceit in His mouth.” ‘

" buried with
the rich

Matt. 27:57-60, p. 1005
“Now whén evening had éomeé,
came 2 rich man from Ariniathes; m
Joseph, who himselfhad also become
ciple of Jesus. This, man-went to Pilat.
asked. l_'of‘%q body of Jesits. Then )
commanded the body to be given'fo
And when Joseph had taken the bﬁd
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and)
in his-new tomb which he had hewst
the rock; and he rolled aldrge stont'ay
the doot of the tomb, and depﬁrfﬂ

T

Ps. 16:10, p. 547 :

“For You will not leave my soul in Sheal,
nor will You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption,”

Ps. 49:15, p. 567

“But God will redeem my soul from the

power of the grave, for He shall receive me.
Selah” : e

to be
resurrected

Mark 16:6,.7, p- 1032 ~. -~ ’}H‘
- “But he said to them, "Doltit
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazaréith
‘was crucified. He is risen| He it #
See the place where they lasdHinK
and tell His disciples—and, P
He is going hefore you into Gl '--
you will see Him, as He s:gl)ﬂ

Ps. 6818, p. 675 - -~ v

“You have ascended on high, You have
led captivity captive; You have received
gifts among men; even among the re-

bellious, that the Logo God might dwell

there.” . :

_His aseension
to God's right
hand

Mark 16:19; p. 1031 - ! 3ol
“So then after the Lor'd_}.Hd
them, He was i'eééi'veﬂ.ulii;h‘} (it
sat down at the right h'g;na
'y Gor 154, p 170 "0
. “And thiat He wag burl d
rose again the third day

S,c_l'ip‘tures.", . ¢
Eph. 48, p. mr
“Therefore He saysi

on high, Heled capivitl
VAL

gifts o mefii 6




Rabbi Leonard Gordon

Sources for: The Multiple Meanings of Hannukah

Whereas the Providence which has guided our whole existence and which
has shown such care and liberality, has brought our life to the peak of
perfection in giving to us Augustus Caesar, whom it (Providence) filled
| with virtue (areré) for the welfare of mankind, and who, being sent to us
and to our descendants as a savior (Sorer) has put an end to war and has set
/ all things in order; and whereas, having become visible (phaneis, i.e., now

O
\ \ﬂ /’ that a God has become visible), Caesar has fulfilled the hopes of all earlicr

1. Roman edict of 9 b.c.e.

times . . . not only in surpassing all the benefactors (euergetai) who
prccedcd him but also in leaving to his successors no hope of surpassing
)}J\»\{r’ him; and whereas, finally, that the birthday of the God (viz., Caesar
\R A v\:)/< Augustus) has been for the whole world the beginning of the gospel
\ \ (e_:@g_el%n) concerning him, (therefore, let all reckon a new era beginning
3 | from the date of his birth, and let his birthday mark the beginning of the

\ new year).'

2. from The Golden Bough

What considerations led the ecclesiastical authorities to institute
the festival of Christmas? The motives for the innovation are.
stated with grcat frankness by a Syrian writer, himself a Chrlsnann

e reason,” he tells us, ‘why the fathers transferred the
cclebranon of the sixth of January to the twenty-fifth of Decemberi
was this. It was a custom of the heathen to celebrate on the
same twenty-fifth of December the birthday of the Sun, at whi
they kindled lights in token of festivity. In these solemnities a1:|dq
festivities the Christians also took part. Accordingly when the!
doctors of the Church perceived that the Christians had a leamng‘
to this festival, they took counsel and resolved that the tmo
Nativity should be solemnised on that day and the festival of thu
Epiphany on the sixth of January, Accordingly, along with t]m.
custom, the practice has prevailed of kindling fires till the sixth.!;

3. Celsus
“If you Christians believe the stories of Jesus
miracles, if you believe the story of Jesus’ miraculous birth, if you
believe the story that Jesus was raised from the dead and ascended into
Heaven, then how can you refuse to believe precisely the same stories
when they are told of the other Savior Gods: Herakles, Asklepios, the
Dioscuri, Dionysos, and a dozen others I could name?”

4. Justin Martyr lale 20 Gt CE

a0, c)ui“\ ‘M\m When we say that the Word (logos), who is the first-born of God, was born

&£y e Y for us without sexual union . . . and that he was crucified and died and

E"*‘A \ J._ ’ '\,, ) after rising again ascended into Heaven, we introduce nothing new beyond

, S, € = (what you say) regarding those whom you call sons of Zeus.® . . . When we
R say that Jesus was born of a virgin, you should consider this something in
Creat ™ common with Perseus. When we say that he healed the lame, the

paralyzed, and those born blind, and raised the dead, we seem to be talking
about things like those said to have been done by Asklepios.”



Jewish Sources for the Meaning of Hanukkah 2

1. From: I Maccabees, Chapter 4

JUDAH AND HIS BROTHERS SAID: "Now that our enemies are crushed, let ys
80 up to purify and dedicate the sanctuary."....

/...{On the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, that is the month of
Kislev, in the one hundred and forty-ninth year, they arose early and

- > offered sacrifice according to the Law upon the new altar of burnt

[ thiﬂy offering which they had made. At the same time and on the same day on
e ' which the heathen had profaned it, on that very day it was consecrated
P{Shvﬂ Iﬁd with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals. All the people fell on
-~ of o their faces and prostrated themselves, and uttered praises to Heaven
& who had caused them to prosper. They celebrated the dedication of the

X ﬁﬂJﬂHK/ altar for eight days, brought burnt offerings with joy, and offered a

o ?QLNN@fK sacrifice of deliverance and praise.....Thus there was great joy among
GRS N § the people and the reproach caused by the heathen was removed. Judah
.Qj\«)f”‘ and his brothers and the entire congregation of Israel decreed that the
> 7<fﬂﬂﬁ3ﬁ days of the dedication of the altar should be kept with gladness and
- joy at their due season, year after year, for eight days from the

twenty-fifth of the month of Kislev.

2. From: I Maccabees, 1:11-13

» In those days lawless men came forth from Israel, and misled many,
. saying, "Let us go and make a covenant with the Gentiles round about
'S 7,0 us, for since we separated from them many evils have come upon us."

- o€ This proposal pleased them, and some of the people eagerly went to the
!.ﬁﬁ‘; XvF King. He authorized them to observe the ordinances of the Gentiles.

LR .

A v ay 'R

S s VT PR . e
. “{-‘\\u‘t}'ﬂ 9 T‘J\“{Jh W:J e
e o \
1;5¥“§\L\L . From: II Maccabees, I
\ )

yik o
_UAN THE JEWISH BRETHREN IN JERUSALEM and those in the land of Judea, To
v their Jewish brethren in Egypt, Greeting and good peace.

.-«.In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred and sixty-ninth year,
) we Jews wrote to you, in the eritical distress which came upon us in
V" > those years after Jason and his company revolted from the holy land and

oL L
P})’ h“@g jﬂq the kingdom and burned the gate and shed innocent blood. We besought
R\~ the Lord and we were heard, and we offered sacrifice and cereal
J'.qufh}\ offering, and we lighted the lamps and we set out the loaves. And now
e see that you keep the feast of booths in the month of Kislev, in the
PNy one hundred and eighty-eighth year. e W g .
( / . 8 he ii,,\,\s_'( Su&l};a\’l wos a oo U cah om
AT 4

As we are about to celebrate the purification of the temple, on the
twenty-fifth day of the month of Kislev, we think it necessary to inform
you, so that you too may observe the Camping Out festival and the kindling
of the fire, when Nehemiah, who built the temple and the altar, offered
sacrifices. For when our forefathers were being taken to Persia, the pious
priests of that day took some of the fire on the altar and hid it secretly



" in the hollow of an empty cistern, where they made it secure, so that the

| place was unknown to anyone. Many years after, when it pleased God,

Nehemiah was commissioned by the king of Persia, and sent the descendants of
the priests who had hidden the fire to get it. But when they reported to us
that they could not find any fire but only muddy water, he ordered them to
dip some out and bring it to him. And when the things to be sacrificed had
been put in place, Nehemiah ordered the priests to sprinkle the water on the
wood and the things that were laid on it. And when this was done and some
time had passed, and the sun, which had been clouded over, shone out, a
great blaze was kindled, so that they all wondered. And the priests uttered
a prayer while the sacrifice was being consumed -- the priests and all
present, Jonathan leading and the rest responding, as Nehemiah did.

....Then the priests struck up the hymns. And when the things that were
sacrificed were consumed, Nehemiah ordered them Lo pour the water that was
left on large stones. And when this was done, a flame was kindled, but when
the light shone back from the altar, it went out. And when the thing became
known, and the king of Persia was told that in the place where the priests
that were deported had hidden the fire, water had appeared, and with it
Nehemiah's people had burned up the things they sacrificed, the king, after

. lnvestigating the matter, made the place a sacred inclosure, and the king

exchanged many different gifts with his favorites. Nehemiah's people called
this Nephthar, which is translated "Purification," but most people call it

\ Nephthai.

4. From: I Kings 8:1-3
Dedication of the First Temple

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the
tribes, the leaders of the fathers' houses of the people of Israel,
before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant
of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all the men
of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the feast in the month of
Eth'anim, which is the seventh month. And all the elders of Israel
came, and the priests took up.the ark.

5. From: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 14-18
Dedication of the Second Temple

And when the seventh month had come, the children of Israel were in
their towns. And all the people gathered as one man into the square
before the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the book
of the law of Moses which the Lord had given to Israel. And Ezra the
priest brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all
who could hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh
month. And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate
from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and women
and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were
attentive to the book of the' law.

-+..And they found it written in the law that the Lord had commanded by
Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast
of the seventh month, and that they should publish and proclaim in all



4

their towns and in Jerusalem, "Go out to the hills and bring branches
of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make
booths, as it is written. So the people went out and brought them and
made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and
in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate
and in the square at the Gate of E'phraim. And all the assembly of
those who had returned from the captivity made booths and dwelt in the
booths; for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the
people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing.
And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the
book of the law of God. They kept the feast seven days; and on the
eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the ordinance.

6. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS — Josephus, Chapter VII.

(Josephus was a Jewish historian who fought against the Romans at first
in the 66-70 C.E. war and later wrote many works explaining Jewish
history and aspirations to the Romans.)
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”“Ql' Q& 4...Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of ¢the
'ﬂijﬁ- X" \¥sacrifices of the temple for eight days; and omitted no sort of
: ,d4j 3 Pleasures thereon: but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid
be L \?sacrifices; and he honoured God, and delighted them, by hymns and
\ﬂ,3§~ psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs,
D) X7 when after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained
k'& 1@ &- the freedom of their worship, that they made it law for their
, posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the
N »N# ‘gﬁk \Rrestoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time
M) d*} 4 to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the
W v VVi «reason was because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and
A 6\ "that thence was the name given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt
¢ } the walls round about the city, and reared towers of great height
\C against the incursions of enemies, and set guards therein. He also
;}} }rk fortified the city Bethsurn, that it might serve as a citadel against
\ff:ﬂﬁQ rj; [“any distresses that might come from our enemies.
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; ? From: SHABBATH 21-B to 22-A
Y?r (The Babylonian Talmud's account; post-Third Century)
\N_L T
\fi' X" What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the
4£L twenty-fifth of Kislev [commence] the days of Hanukkah, which are eight
%ﬁ on which a lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden. For when

the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and |-
when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, they |af

made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of
the High Priest, but which contained sufficient for day's lighting
only; yet a miracle was wrought therein and they 1lit [the lamp]
therewith for eight days. The following year these [days] were
appointed a Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and Thanksgiving.
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the freedom of their worship, that they made it law for their
posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the
-restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time
to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the
reason was because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and
that thence was the name given to that festival. Judas also rebuilt
the walls round about the city, and reared towers of great height
against the incursions of enemies, and set guards therein. He also
fortified the city Bethsurn, that it might serve as a citadel against
any distresses that might come from our enemies.
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(The Babylonian Talmuds account; post-Third Century)
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What is [the reason of] Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the
twenty-fifth of Kislev [commence] the days of Hanukkah, which are eight
on which a lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden. For when
the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled all the oils therein, and
when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed against and defeated them, they
made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of
the High Priest, but which contained sufficient for day's lighting
only; yet a miracle was wrought therein and they 1lit [the lamp]
therewith for eight days. The following year these [days] were
appointed a Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and Thanksgiving.



MEGILLATH ANTIOCHUS
(Part of the Jewish liturgy for Channukah; written after the
seventh century.)

«+..The Hasmoneans entered the sanctuary, rebuilt the gates, closed the
breaches, and cleansed the Temple court from the slain and the
impurities. They looked for pure olive oil to light the Menorah, and
found only one bottle with the seal of the high priest so that they
were sure of its purity. Though its quantity seemed sufficient only
for one day's lighting, it lasted for eight days owing to the blessing
of the God of heaven who had established his name there.

++..And so the Jews everywhere observe this festival for eight days,
beginning on the twenty-fifth of Kislev. These days instituted by
priests, Levites and sages of Temple times, shall be celebrated by
‘their descendants forever,
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— Judea at the Beginning of Hasmoneans I
(] Area conquerad by Janathan :
G Area conquered by Simeon

Area conquered by John Hyrcanus

Area conquered by Judah Arnstgbulus
% Area conruernd hy Alexande: Yanna
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