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The Human Face of Gad 73

teries. In the introduction to his work on Psychology and
Alchemy, he writes:

We can accuse Christianity of arrested development if
we are determined to excuse our own shortcomings.
In speaking therefore not of the deepest and best un-
derstanding of Christianity but of the superficialities
and disastrous misunderstandings that are plain to
see. The demand made by the imzitatio Christi—that we
should follow the ideal and seek to become like it—
ought logically to have the result of developing and
exalting the inner man. In actual fact, however, the
ideal has been turned into an external object of wor-
ship, and it is precisely this veneration for the object
that prevents it from reaching down into the depths
of the soul and transforming it into a wholeness in
keeping with the ideal. Accordingly the divine media-
tor stands outside as an image, while man remains
fragmentary and untouched in the deepest part of

him.!?
—and later in the same work:

It may easily happen, therefore, that a Christian who
believes in all the sacred figures is still undeveloped
and unchanged in his innermost soul because be has
“all God outside” and does not experience him in the
soul. .. . Yes, everything is to be found outside—in im-
age and in word, in Church and Bible—but never in-
side. . . . Too few people have experienced the divine
image as the innermost possession of their own souls.
Christ only meets them from without, never from
within the soul.!®




























































The Reality of the Visionary World 93

found where he had described it. Swedenborg claimed he
had obtained the information direct from the deccased
ambassador in the spirit world. He made the same claim
about a message from the deceased brother of the Queen
of Sweden; when Swedenborg described to her the con-
tents of the last letter she had sent to her brother, the
queen exclaimed “No one but God knows this secret.”

Medieval culture was based on saints and visionaries;
modern culture is based on Freud, Darwin, and Marx. We
envy Dante and Fra Angelico for having a heaven to soar
into. And we recognize that people like Blaise Pascal,
Blake, and Swedenborg were attempting to reassert the
basic reality of heaven and so to create the conditions in
which the spirit could soar. Qur materialistic philosophy
has made us slaves of the trivial. Yet how could Sweden-
borg and Blake begin to undermine this materialism?
Only by asserting the solid reality of the visionary world.
Blake said he saw a tree full of angels. Possibly he was
lying—or exaggerating. But what of a man who says, “No,
itis just a tree.” Is he not lying too? Perhaps Blake’s angels
are closer to the truth . ..

The argument is fair, but it begs the question of
Swedenborg’s visions. He insisted that he was net exagger-
ating or telling lies or speaking in parables. Yet, in another
book, he describes the inhabitants of the moon, Mars and
Venus (admittedly, their spiritual inhabitants, not solid
creatures). This brings us back to the problem that baftled
his contemporaries. Was he a genuine visionary, a God-in-
spired prophet? Or was he suffering from delusions? Of
one thing there can be no doubt: Swedenborg’s contem-
poraries were in no position to answer that question. At
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best known for his short stories. His first short story, one of
his greatest works, was “Pierre Menard, Author of Don Qui-
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and aesthetic values than did their predecessors. By introducing
imagination as the chief fictional ingredient, thereby rescuing
Latin and South American literature from dry, documentary
realism, Borges gave birth to a new genre of literature: Magical
Realism. Borges died in 1986.
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Czeslaw Milosz emerged as a preeminent voice of conscience for
the twentieth century. A Lithuanian-born poet, novelist, essayist,
translator, critic, and literary scholar who wrote in Polish, Milosz
received the Nobel Prize for literature in 1980 and the Neustadt
International Prize for literature in 1978. Milosz is considered
as a founder of the catastrophist school of Polish poetry. Yet, his
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1989. Raine died in 2003.
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subject of spirituality and the esoteric. His work includes nonfic-
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died in 2013.
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Wilson Van Dusen was a natural scholar whose interests fell
between religion and psychology. With a Ph.D. in clinical psy-
chology, he worked for many years with the mentally ill, including
as the chief psychologist at the Mendocino State Mental Hospital
in California. Van Dusen’s most popular books are 7he Natural
Depth in Man and The Presence of Other Worlds, a work devoted to
Swedenborg, whom he regarded as a “colleague and companion.”
Van Dusen died in 2005.

Eugene Taylor received his A.B. and M.A. from Southern Meth-
odist University and his Ph.D. from Boston University. From
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Daisetsu Teitaro Suzuki is credited with introducing the West
to Zen Buddhism. Born in 1870 in Toyko and brought up in a
devoutly Buddhist family, Suzuki pursued his religious and phil-
osophical studies at Toyko University. After a ten-year sojourn
in the United States, where he worked as an editor of Oriental
Studies for Open Court Press, Suzuki returned to his native Japan
where he undertook the translation of Swedenborg’s works into
Japanese. Throughout his long life (Suzuki died in 1966, at the
age of 96), this Buddhist scholar taught at colleges in Japan, the
United States, and Europe, including Cornell, Yale, Harvard,
Cambridge, and Oxford. His works are collected in the 32-volume
Suzuki Daisetz Zenshu (Tokyo, 1982). Among his works available
in English are Living by Zen and Mysticism: Christian and Bud-
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