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THE .CITY OF NEW YORK. 

DIVISION OF FRANCHISES, 

W~J:Na~!f,OfrR~Y. 1 

Rec'd V;\i\j 2...! 1900 

::;':'4ED TO 

'y 
WEDNESDA.Y, MA.Y 3d, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" . MARTIN. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjou1'lled, without 
transactiug any business, to meet on Friday, the 5th inst., at 

4 o'clock P.M. 

WM.lRwm, 
Seoretm'Y D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, MAY ~th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING--4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Before calling the roll the President pre ented the certificate 
of the appointment of Wm. C. Wetmore, E q., as Oommissioner, 
in place of Oommissioner Williamson, hose term of office 
expired on the first instant. 

On motion of Oommissioner O'DONOHU , said certificate was 
ordered to be entered in full on the minu es, and then returned 
to Oommissio ner Wetmore. 

(Oopy Appointment.) 

OERTIFIOATE OF APPO TMENT. 

MA OR'S OFFICE, { 
ity of New York. f 

I, William H. Wickham, Mayor 01 the city of New York, by 
virt.ue of the power conferred by Ohapte 335 of the Laws of 
1873, being" An Act to reorp:anize the 10 al government of the 
city of New York," and the acts amendat ry the: .,:-i, do hereby 
appoint William O. WetmoTe to be a me ber ot the Board of 
the Department 'o!-Public'Parks for t e term of five years 
from May 1st, 1876, in. place of David . Williamsoll, whose 
term of office-has expired. . ' 

And in pursuance of said power r db hereby issue this Oer-
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tificate of appointment, and have cansed the seal of the 
Mayoralty to be affixed hereto this fourth day of May, 1876. 

........... . . 
: SEAL. : . . ........... 

(Signed) WM. H. WICKHAM, 
Mayor of the Oity of New York. 

The roll was then called and there were :-

Present-Oommissioner STEBBINS, President. 
" MARTIN. 

" 
" 

O'DONOHUE. 
WETMORE. 

By invitation of the Commissioners, David 13. Williamson, 
Esq., was present during the reading of the minutes of the last 
meetings. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of April 28th and 
May 3d, 1876, were then read and approved, and Mr. William
son retired. 

Election of Officers. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the election of officers was now 
in order. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Board do now 
proceed to elect, by ballot, a President for the year ending on 
May 1st, 1877. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Commissioner O'Donohue teller. 

The Board then proceeded to ballot for President, and the 
teller announced the result, as follows : 

For Commissioner Martin . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 votes. 

" " Stebbins. . . . . . . . . . .. 1 " 

" Blank .........•................. 1 " 
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There being no election, on motion of Commissioner O'DONO
HUE, a second ballot was taken, the result of which the teller 
announced, as follows: 

For Commissioner Martin ............ , 2 votes. 
r/ "" Stebbins. . . . . . . . . . .. 1 " 

" Blank.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 " 
There being still n.o election, on motion of Commissioner 

O'DONOHUE, a third ballot was taken, the result of which the 
teller announced, as follows : 

For Commissioner Martin. . . . . • • • • .. 3 votes. 
" " Stebbins.. .. .. .. .... 1 " 

Cpmmissioner Martin having received the votes of a major
ity of all the commissioners, was declared duly elected Presi
dent of the Board. 

The President, Commissioner Martin, then took the chair. 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Commissioner O'Donohue 

be appointed Treasurerfor the year_ending May 1st, 1877, which 
was adopted, all the Commissioners voting in the affirmative. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, notifying the Board that the Comptroller had been 
authorized to issue "City Parks Improvement Fund Stock" 
to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, April 21st, 1876, p. 770.) 

Filed. 

J erome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards re
questing directions as to whether Jerome Avenue is to be 
sprinkled this summer. 

Laid on the table. 
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Lighting the Parks, &c. 

From the following gas companies, viz. : 

The New York Gas Light Co., The Metropolitan Gas Light 

. Co., and the Harlem Gas Light Co., in reply to the notifica-
tion that their proposals had been rejected on the ground that " 

the prices charged were too high. None of said companies offer 

to reduce the prices which they proposed. 
(Minutes, April 28th, 1876, p. 775.) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the resolution adopted on 

the 21st April, 1876, rejecting all the proposals received for 
lighting the public lamps in the parks, &c., be reconsidered, 

so far as it relates to the proposals of the following companies, 
viz. : The New York Gas Light Co., The Metropolitan Gas 
Light 00., and the Harlem Gas Light Co. 

(Minutes, April 21st, 1876, p. 771.) 

Adopted. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolnt.ion : 

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 1, 3 an'd 4) of the New 
York Gas Light Co., the Metropolitan Gas Light Co., and the 
Harlem Gas Light Co., to light the public lamps in the parks, 
squares, places and bridges under control of this Department, . 
with gas, from May 1st to December 31st, 1876, both days in
clusive, be accepted as the lowest bills for the several portions 
of the city mentioned in their several proposals; that the con
tracts be awarded to them therefor at the prices proposed, ex
cept that the price to be charged by the New York Gas Light 
00. for gas, &c., for each lamp for eight months shall be $14, 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
the contracts for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, April 20th, 1876, p. 757.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

'I 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the following report of the late 
Treasurer, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

/ Department of Public Parks, in acc()Unt with 

.. 

I '}. 

David B. Williamson, Treasurer. 

1876. OR • 

.April 19. By balance .........•.................• $1,719 26 

.April 19 
to 

May 3 

1876. 

.April 19 } 
to 

May 3. 

May 3. 

cash received for rents, licenses and 
sundries. . . . . .. • . .... •..•...•••• 176 02 

--- $1,895 28 

DR • 

By cash paid into City Treasury ••....... $186 02 

" balance in Bank of Metropolis... .... 1,709 26 
--- $1,895 28 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Wednesday, May S, 1876-9:30 A. M. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of Parks re
ported that at the present season, for a period of four weeks, he 
required about twenty-five additional laborers on the mainte
nance of the parks, and that he can transfer that number of men 
from"construction works to maintenance for the present. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to 

transfer twenty-five laborers from construction works to the 
IIlaintenance of parks and places for a period of one month 
from this date, and that during said month he be not re
stricted to the sum of $4-,500 fortnightly for the wages of 
laborers employed on the maintenance of parks and places. 

(Minutes, .April 8, 1876, p. 742.) 

'Ooinmissioner STE,;BBINS offered the following preamble and 
resolution as a substitute for said resolution: 
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Whereas, The Superintendent of Parks reports that he can 
dispense with the services of twenty-five laborers now em
ployed on the works of construction for the period of one 
month, 

Resolved, That the force now employed on said works be 
reduced by discharging that number of laborers. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute, preamble and resolution offered by 
Oommissioner Stebbins, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Aye-Oommissioner Stebbins-1. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
Na-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Committees. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed the following as the Standing 
Oommittees for the year ending May 1st, 1877 : 

Executive Committee-
Commissioner O'DONOHUE, 

" WETMORE. 
Auditing Committee-

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, 

" STEBBINS. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 5 o'clock 
p. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 10th inst., at 2.S0 o'clock P. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 

Secretary,». P. P. 

,/ 

.) 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 10th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following named work and supplies, viz. : 

I.-Paving such portions of the walks and footpaths of the 
City Hall Park as the Department shall direct. 

(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 577.) 

n.-Lighting the public lamps in the parks, squares and 
places under the control of the Department in the district 
bounded on the north by Thirty-fourth Street, and on the south 
by Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets, with gas or other illu
minating material, from May 10th, 1876, to December 31st, 
1876, both days inclusive. 

(Minutes, April 28th, 1876, p. 775.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 
The Comptroller of the City. 

On motion of .commissioner O'DONOHUE, Commissioner 

Stebbins occupied the chair. 
'" The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

I.-PAVING THE WALKS, &0., IN CITY HALL PARK. 

1. Frederick W. Lawrence .......•...... 23 cents per square foot. 

2. Palmer Sessions ..................... 22 " 

3. Charles Schillinger........... .. .. ... 25 " 

4. Charles H. Koster .........•..••••.. , 26 " 

5. Herman A. Gunther. • • .... • • .. • • .. • •• 20 " 
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H.-LIGHTING THE PUBLIC LAMPS, &0. 

~ - <b 
" ~ ~ '" " m .. a " 0 ! 0 .. "''ti ~ 

0 
'?< .. 

A~ '?< ..:l .. S ~.,j '" NAME OF COMPANY MAKING PROPOSAL. oS 01" " ~ . 01 ;.ci. ,,- '0' ..'" '" ,," z~ HTo _'" " '" oiS "'~ Hi; ~...,; Z'" o\lS ..c!'@ '" ~«;I ~S '" " ." ~" ~'f ~-
~H ,,- "" 0'" ge ,,'" g~ "m ,,~ ,," " .. 

C!l '" I'" '" i>1 i>1 i>1 

No.1, New York Mutual Gas-Light co .. _ ... 1 $13 75151 50 15150 1$3 50 1$350 $1000 $1000 

No.2, Manhattan Gas-Light Co .............. I 12 00 I 1 50 i 1 50 I 3 50 I 3 00 10 00 10 00 
I , 

The illuminating material proposed to be used by both of 
the above named companies is gas. 

The New York Mutual Gas Light Oompany proposed to light 
the public lamps in the following public parks and places, 
namely: "Oooper Institute Park, Jackson Square, Tompkins .r 

Square, Washington Square, Washington Monument, Union 
Square, Madison Square, Worth Monument, and the Oandel-
abra situated at the intersection of Twenty-third Street and 
Twenty-fourth Street with Broadway." 

The Manhattan Gas Light Oompany proposed to light the 
public lamps in the public parks and places within that portion 
of t~e city of New York bounded as follows: "On the north 

by Thirty-fourth Street; on the south by Grand, Sullivan and 
Canal Streets; on the east by the East River; on the west by 
the Hudson River." 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 

~ I 
! 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 10th, 1876 . 

ADJOURNED MEETING-2.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 5th inst. and 

this A. M. were read and approv.ed. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a report 
of the Committee on Law Department of said BoarJ, in rela
tion to the present condition of Tompkins Square, as set forth 
in a memorial of the taxpayers of the Tenth, Eleventh and 
Seventeenth Wards, in which it is recommended that this De
partment be requested to take immediate measures to remedy 
the present condition of the square, and which report was 
adopted by said Board. 

(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 748.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to said communi. 
cation, stating that the Department had already recommenced 
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work on a portion of said square, and that propos~ls for other 

portions of the work were at present advertised for, and moved 
that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Lincoln Monument Railing. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a 

copy of a resolution of said Board, asking this Department to 
report whether the railing round the Lincoln Monument would 
be completed before Decoration Day, the 30th in st. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1875, p. 564.) 

The PRESIDENT said that Commissioner Stebbins, the late 
President, had replied to said resolution that the work was all 
ready for completion, except the placing in position of four small 
granite columns, which the contractor had ordered from Scot
land, and it was hoped they would arrive in time to enable 
the railing to be finished by the day named, and moved that 
said action be approved . 
. Adopted. 

East River Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting upon the work ad
visable to be done upon the East River Park, in order to carry 
out the improvements mentioned in his former report on the 

Same subject. 
(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 776.) 

Received and laid on the table. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that Mr. John ~. 

Mahoney, the contractor for the plastering of the Museum of 
Natural History building, has not yet commenced work, 
although his contract was executed on the 1st of 1\'larch last, and 

that the other contractors are unable to proceed with the work 
in consequence of his delay. 

(Minutes, January 18; 1876, p. 533.) 



• 

" 

'May 10, 1876.] 13 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

Whereas, John Mahoney, the contractor. for the plastering of 
the Museum of Natural History building on that portion of 

/ Oentral Park known as Manhattan Square, under a contract 
with this Department, dated theIst day of March, 1876, has 
failed to comply with the provisions of said contract, in not 
procuring and providing on the ground the requisite materials 
and in not carrying forward the work. . 

And whereas, All other work on said building is interfered 
with, obstrncted and delayed by the said failure of the said 
John Mahoney, so that the public interests are suffering there
from. 

Resolved, That the provisions of said contract be rigidly en
forced against said contractor; that time be made. of the 
essence of the contract; that the said contractor be, and hereby 
is, required forthwith to proceed with said work and to procure 
and provide all requisite materials therefor. 

Resolved, That if the said contractor neglects to so proceed, 
procure and provide said materials for three days after ser-

\ vice of a copy of these preambles and resolutions upon him, 
that said work be declared abandoned, and that the Depart
ment shall proceed to have said work completed as in such case 
is provided by law. 

Resolved, That notice of this action by the Department be 
given to the said~contractor and his sureties by service of a 
copy of these preambles and resolutions on each of them. 

The PRESIDENT put the question wheth-er the Board woul? 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4 . 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that when the 
work of blasting out the rock in the basement of the Museum 
of Art begins under the contract awarded to Messrs. D. C. 
Weeks & Son, that it will be necessary to have a competent 
person placed to watch and inspect the work constantly. 

(Minutes, April 19. 1876. p. 7ol() 
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Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Superintendent of 
Parks be, and hereby is, authorized to employ Lawrence Rock 
as an inspector on said work when it commences, and that his 
pay be fixed at $3.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-00mmissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

J. W. Maclay. 

From Mr. J. W. Maclay, resigning his position as Principal 
assistant to the Civil and Topographical Engineer. 

(Minutes, February 18, 1876, p. 644.) 

Accepted. 

Safe. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 
that a safe, which was the property of the late town of Mor
risania, is at present at Police Precinct No. 33, in charge of 
Oaptain Hedden. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Commissioners of the Police 

Department be requested to direct that said safe be delivered 
to this Department. 

Adopted. 

Drains from Houses on 134th Street.' 

From Mr. Geo. C. Goeller, agent for Mr. James Reid, the 
owner of six houses on 134th Street, between Alexander and 
Willis A venues, asking permission to lay a box drain from the 
sub-cellars of each of said houses to the northeast corner of 
Alexander A venue and 134th Street. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that permission be granted 

I' 
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as r.equeatetl, on ,the condition that said work be done without 
cpstor expense to this Department. 

Adopted .. 
East River Park. 

From Mr. Thomas ~utter and a number of the residents and 
owners of property, requesting that the Department ta.ke im
mediate steps to have the East River Park laid out. 

Filed. 
(Minu~es, May.lOth, 1876, p. 12.) 

Sprinkling of Jerome Avenue. 

From Mr.Wm. E. Smith, enclosing a petition numerously 
signed by citizens, requesting that Jerome Avenue be sprinkled. 

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 5.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Filling for Manhattan Square. 

From Mr. P. F. Magnin, offering to deliver filling on Man
hattan Square at 33lc. per cubic yard. 

(Minutes, Mareh :W, 1876, p. 707.) 

Laid on the table. 

Formosa Tree Fern. 

From Mr. A. P. Morewood, offering to donate a specimen of 
the Formosa Tree Fern. 

'rhe PRESIDEN'l.' moved that the Secretary be directed to 
notify Mr. Morewood that said Tree Fern would be accepted 
with thanks. 

Adopted . 
Music. 

From Mr. Harvey B. Dodworth, and also from Mr. C. S. 
Grafulla, in relation to the employment of their bands on the 
Central Park dur~ng the summer months. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, .moved that the subject be referred 
to t?e President to make an arrangement with Messrs. Dod
worth and Grafulla similar to that which was made last year. 

(Minutes, June 16, 1875, p.95.) 



16 ( W «ltWday, 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined hi' the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Byrne, J. E., hay .•.••...•............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP .••..•• 

Caldwell, Weston &; Co., coal. ••••.•.•• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.••• 

Christern, F. W., subs. to Zool. Garten. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••.... ' 

Commercial Advt. ASBcn., advertising .•. MuBeum of Art ... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...••••••• 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•.• 

Donaldson, Thos., gas fixtures ..••..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Edwltrds, Chas. A., rubber hose ••.••... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Gold'" Stock Telg. Co., rent of line ...• Maint. and Govmt. 
ParksandP •••. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ......... . 

Keuffiel &; Esser, drawing matIs., etc ••. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint .. and Govmt. 

P. andP ••. ., •• 

Surveying, laying 

out 2Sd and 24th 

Wards, etc ..... 

$166 32 

IS 50 

3 S5 

$3 20 

2 80 

8 60 
9 60 

4 30 

26 00 

$lIS 62 

(6 88 
62 1)0 

$12 16 

3 60 

14 16 
·29 92 
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}1anhattllll G~ Lig~t Co., g~8-meter •••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andp ••••••• 
Mallory & Co., axes and rakes ••...•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

New york Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-

P. and P •••••• 

City Parks Jmpt. 

Fund ......••• ,' 

meter ••...•. _ .•. , •.•.••.• , ••.•.•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.••••• 
Roosevelt, Saml., & Ce., files and knives.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••.•••. 

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., paints, &c ..•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P._ ••••• 

HarlemR.B. Reps., 

Impt. and M •••• 

Van Riper, Chas., sundries ............ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$12 25 

12 00 

$11 50 

4240 

---

Maintenance and Government of Parks aoo Places. • • • ••• • *355 06 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 18'15... 4 30 

City Parks Improvement.Fund ••••.••• _............... '1'1 19 

Maintenance, etc., 23d Bnd 24th Wards.................. 101 2S 

Harlem River Bt'idges-Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance .••••.•••.••••••.••••.••.• ~ •••••••••••.•. 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .•.••• 

Museum of Art .•.•.••••.••.... , .••• , ••..•••.••.••.. , . 

4240 

14 16 

3 20 

$84 50 

24 26 

'1 '15 

21 42 

5S 90 

101 23 

----
$59'1 54 

$59'1. 54 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of :five hundred and ninety-seven 

dollars and fifty -four cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. WILLIAMSON, } Auditing 
JOSli:Pll J. Q'DQNOaVE,. Oommittee, 

New York, Apri129th, 18'16. 
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The A.uditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Barron, .Jas. S., & Co., brooms .......... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P .....•. 
Crimmins, J. D. & T. E., building 

stone ......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... . 
Downer .Kerosene Oil· Co., kerosene. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Irnpt. & M. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Dudgeon, Richard, tube expander ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 
Dugan, Francis, repairs to cottage ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 
Hilton, E. G., Empire couplings .... , ... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ........ 
Johnston, J. 0., pennants. " ..... '" " .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 
Lefferts, Jr., Marshal, wire and iron .... " Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Mallory & 00;, paints, etc ............... Maint"and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... .. 
Ogden & Wallace, round iron. . .. • .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ..... .. 
Verplanck Bros., harness, etc ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Weeks, D.O., & Son, labor and matls. Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

$24 00 

176 50 

$1 89 

1 68 

6 30 

9 87 

21 25 

62 62 

20 25 

12 60 

58 13 

27 75 

8 25 

$18 25 

14 00 

32 25 

12,000 00 

$12,453 47 

/ 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and PlaceBo . . .• • .• $238 15 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...•........ :............ 199 64 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance .........•................................. 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ... " ................... . 

1 68 

14 00 

Museum of Natural History ..........•....•..•....•.... 12,000 00 

--- $12,453 4'1 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of twelve thousand four hundred and 

fifty-three dollars and forty.seven cents. 

(Signed) DAVID B. W~LLIAMSON'} Auditing 
JOSEPH J. 0 DONOHUE, Committee. 
H. G. STEBBINS, 

New York, May 1st, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and auditfld the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bigelow Blue Stone Co., blue stone .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•....•.... 

Croes, J. J !IS. R., petty expenses •..•.•.. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc. 

Dou~las, vi. P., rent of Museum of Art .. Maint. an,l Govmt. 

P. and P ..•.... 

Fischer, Geo., & Bro., labor and mao 

terials ....................•.•. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....••.. 
Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses 

Mus. of Art ............ , ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ••••.•• 

Irwin, WID., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ......• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •......•• 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB 

$35 '15 

48 84 

2,000 00 

2,150 00 

452 25 

$10 66 

31 44 

8 63 
50 '13 
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King, J08., keep of horse, April. ........ Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Company, 

rent ... " ....... , ....... ' , .... Maillt. and Govmt. 

P. and P. . . . . . . $312 50 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 937 50 

$30 00 

67 00 

-- $1,25000 
New York Mutual Gas Light Company, 

gas meter ..................... Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Wilson, Saunder, Laws 1876. '" ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . • . .... $2,849 [6 

City Parks Improvement Fund .•• " . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . 3,204 69 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.... . . . 78 84 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,...... '" _ . . . . . . 8 63 

6 75 

50 00 

$6,141 32 

$6,141 3~ 
Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty.one hundred and forty.one dollars 

and thirty-two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, May 9th, 1876. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, } Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, Committee. 
W. R. MARTIN. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Dohohue-3. 
Commissioner Wetmore was, by consent, excused from vot

ing. 

/ 
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Boats on Harlem River. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee, to which committee was referred the application of Mr. 
Cornelius J. Kane to place boats on Harlem Meer, verbally 

reported and recommended that a license be granted to Mr. 
Kane for that purpose. 

(Minutes, April 19, 1876, p. 752.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 
adopted, and that the subject of the terms of said license, and 
of all other licenses on the parks, be taken up at the next meet
ing of the Board. 

(Minutes, February 2, 1876, p. 592.) 

AdoJ?ted. 

Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings, &c. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Engineer and Surveyor of 

Street Openings and Improvements required the assistance of 
four extra draughtsmen, temporarily, to enable him to complete 
the maps of approaches to the suspension bridge for the 
Commissioners of Estimate and Assessment, and moved that 

he be authorized to employ four draughtsmen, temporarily, for 
that purpose, at a compensation not exceeding $5 per day each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commi:::lsioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

Advertisements in Corporation Papers. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That hereafter, and until further order, on the in

sertion in the City Rec01,d of each advertisement ordered to be 
published, the Secretary shall request the Supervisor of the 
City Record to insert in . the corporation newspapers a short 
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abstract thereof, in accordance with Sec. 111, Chap. 335, Laws 
of 1873. 

(Minutes, April 30, 1876, p. 695.) 

Adopted. 

W or ks of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read the following report 
upon the various works under the control of the Department, 
which was ordered to be received, printed in the minutes and 
laid over. 

To the Board: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
New York, 10th May, 1876. 

At the commencement of a new official year, it is proper 
that a general survey of the operations of the Department 
should be submitted to the Board. 

These are included in three general divisions. 
I.-The maintenance of the Parks under our charge. 
n.-The construction work in fitting these Parks for the 

public use. 
IH.-The Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards and Har

lem River. 

I.-The maintenance includes three general grounds: 

First.-The clerieal and engineering force. The expenditures 
here are for salaries. 

It is the proportion of the general expenditures of the De
partment which conveys the funds to their proper object, viz., 
the maintenance of the Parks in good condition, and the rule 
of administration is the simple one of the greatest efficiency 
with the lowest expenditure. It is clear that this expenditure 
can be diminished and the efficiency increased. 

Secondly.-The police. . 
The object of this expenditure is to protect persons and pro

perty, preserve order and add to the enjoyment of visitors. 
This expenditure should be reduced to as low a sum as is 

practicable; the greater the reduction the larger will be the 
amount left applicable to the maintenance of the Parks. 

It is to be accomplished by thorough vigilance and discipline, 

• 
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and by men of athletic vigor and ability. By this means the 
same result will be accomplished with fewer men. 

Thirdly.-The money expended on the improvement of the 
Parks and keeping them in order, so as to prevent deterioration 
and contribute to the public enjoyment. 

The notable items of this expenditure are the following: 

The plantations of trees and shrubs. 
The care of walks, roads and buildings. 
The grass and turf. 
The greenhouse and flowers. 
The ice and skating. 

The amount expended on these objects is, and must be for 
this year, much less than heretofore. 

The comparison with previous years is as follows: 

Expended. Appropriated 

1873. 1874. 1875. 1876. 

------~-

Salaries .................... .. ...... $93,347 $77,060 $50,000 
Police ...................... $89,659 97,369 96,019 110,000 
General Maintenance ......... 298,527 318,864 250,483 157,500 

Of this sum of $157,500, applicable to general maintenance 
for 187(j, under the appropriation of the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment, there remains unexpended and unappropriated 
on 1st :May, 1876, about the sum of $92,600. This leaves an 
average per month for the remainder of the year after deduct
ing for gas (which may be estimated at $14,000) available for 
labor and materials, $9,825. 

I., Ref.erence is made to the l'eports made at the meetings, 18th 
January, 1876, p. 543, and 8th April, 1876, p. 740, where the 
details of these statistics appear. 

Obviously the amount left at our disposal for the important 
object of keeping the parks in order will require of us the most 
rigid econo:uy and closest adaptation of means to results; 
some matters of admitted importance must be neglected, and 
others reduced to the lowest verge. 

The following table of expenditures compared with appro
priation, for this yeal',. divided in the same proportion, will 
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show the extent to which this enforced reduction must be car
ried, and be a guide in making the reduction: 

CENTRAL PARK, 

Roads ....• , •................... 
Walks .....•••.................. 
Plants, &c ................. , '" .. 
Turf, &c ........................ . 
Water system .... , .......... , .. . 
Skating expenses .......... . 
Trans. roads .. , .................. ! 
Tools, &c ....................... . 
Buildings, &c.. . . . . . •. . ......... . 
Lighting ............... ' ....... . 
Miscellaneous ..•................. 
Stables ...................... . 
Animals ....................... . 
Masonry ....................... . 

CITY PARKS. 

Care and repairs ..•.............. 
Lighting ..•..................... 

Mus. Obs. and Gal. of Art ... '" .. 

1874. 

$48,900 
39,700 
23,400 
24,000 

2,900
1 8,200 

600; 
2,300[ 

226()01 
2:700 

11,260 
14,400 
18,800 

1,140 

49,180 
26,400 

14,884 

1875: 

$40,160 
20,123 
19,474 
22,090 

2,290 
14,364 

424 
2,892 

16.977 
3,496 

17,865 
14,984 
18,400 

43,984 
22,012 

6,286 

App'n for 1876. Dis· 
tributed in propor
tion to Expenditures 
in 1875. 

$23,745 
11,948 
11,539 
13,014 

1,359 
8,529 

252 
1,718 

10,074 
2,078 

10,616 
8,897 

10,924 

26,015 
13,059 

3,733 

The other appropriations by the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment for 1876 are as follows: 

Harlem River Bridges .. _ ., ... , ................. _ ... " $40,000 
Music, Central Park .. '" . _ ..••.... " .. " .. .......... 5,000 
Independence Day, Celebration. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 7,500 
23d and 24th Wards, Maintenance ... ,............ .... . 40,000 
Bronx River Bridges ............ , ... ' ... , .. " .. '" . . . 15,000 
Surveying, Laying out 23d and 24th Wards and North 

End .. . .............. ' . . . .. . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . 25,000 
City Hall Park, Pavement .• '......................... 10,000 

$142,500 

Which makes the total of appropriations by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment for 1876, $495,000. 

That Board has power to transfer any surplus of these ap
propriations to the general maintenance by which the amount 
applicable thereto may be increased. 

It is possible that $30,000 to $40,000 may be saved on these 
appropriations, and added to general maintenance. 

Except the items for tools, lighting, stables, the zoological 
collections and music, the maintenance expenditures are 
mainly for the laborers' wages, and the materials for road
making, buildings, &c.; so that the number of men employed 

• 
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is a fair gauge of the rate of expense. The expense is to be 
regulated at that point, with a consideration of the different 
seasons, some when the necessity of prosecuting the work is 
imperative, and others when it can be partially suspended, and 
at this point the rate of wages paid to the laborers becomes a 
very important consideration. 

One of the objects for which we have a special appropriation 
should be mentioned. The pavement of the sidewalks in and 
around the City Hall Park has been advertised and bids 

, received. 

II.-THE CONSTRUCTION WORK. 

This work includes three general classes:

First.-The Central Park. 
Second.-The smaller down-town parks. 
Third.-The new up-town parks. 

FIRST-THE CENTRAL PARK. 

The work here remaining unfinished is-

IST-W OB.KS IN PROGRESS, AS FOLLOWS, WITH ESTIMATES: 

1. The boat.house ................................. .. 
2. Southeast walk system ......... , .................. . 
3. Paths at North East ............................. . 

$12,000 
500 
300 

-- $12,SOO 

2D-WORKS PLANNED BUT IN WHrCH LITTLE OR NO PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. 

4. Planting Eighth and Fifth Avenue borders .... " .... . 
5. Enlargement of walks and protection of turf ....... , .. 
6. Museum of Art approaches... . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. . ... . 
7. Architectural repairs to bridges, buildings, &c. " .... . 
S. Eighth Avenue slopes and transverse road No.2 ..... . 
9. Additional plantation .......................... " . 

1(1. Vault for records in Arsenal building ............... . 
11. Extension of buildings for Zoological collections ..... . 
12. Entrance to Fifth Avenue and 102d :jtrebt ........... . 
13. Temporary fence for enclosing gates for protecting the 

Park property ................ " ............... . 

$5,000 
5,000 
1,000 

30,000 
5,000 
5,000 
2,500 

10,000 
5,000 

0,000 
-- $73,500 

SECOND-THE SMALLER DOWN-TOWN PARKS. 

14. Tompkins Square, to complete it as a combined Park 
and Military Parade ground .........•..••..•.... 

15. Fountain in Madison Square ....................... . 
16. Lincoln monument and lamps at Union Square ...... . 
17. Five Points Park, trees, seats, &c ................... . 
IS. Planting .•.•.••.••••.••..•................. , ...• 

$20,000 
2,000 
4,000 
1,500 
2,000 

29,500 
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THIRD-THE NEW UP-TOWN PARKS. 

19. Manhattan Square filliug for approaches to Museum .. " 
20. Triangles on the Boulevard at Sixty-third and Sixty

sixth Streets-grading and planting .... , . . . . .. .. 
21. East River Park, between Eighty-fifth and Eighty-sixth 

Streets, restoring it to a natural concJition, with reo 
pairs to buildillg .............. .. ............. . 

22. Riverside Park. _ ..................... _ ...... , ..... . 
23. Morningside Park. selVcr, &e ...................... . 

To this must be added for contingencies, engineers, &c. 

$12,000 

3,500 

10,000 
30,000 

5,000 
60,500 

$176,300 
25,000 

$201,300 

On the 1st May, 1876, the residue of money, unappropriated 
for construction work was ........ _ . .. ......... $262,116 64 

It app8ars from this that there is now enough to complete 
unfinished work, to advance a little that which has been 
planned and started in the Oentral Park, to complete the down
town parks, and to do rough work upon the up-town parks to 
open them to the public use and enjoyment. 

The work on the Oentral Park is proper because it is the 
park which is common to the enjoyment of all the citizens of 
every district of the city; that on the down-town parks, because 
there is a like local interest in each, and they supply the same 
enjoyment to the local population who cannot reach the Oen
tral Park. 

The new up-town parks have been purchased at large cost 
for the city; they are sites of great natural beauty, and are 
accessible. They can at a very slight expense be opened to the 
public, so that they can have the advantage of their use and 
the advantage of their wild natural beauty and extended river 
prospect. Hiverside Park can be made at once an attractive 
place for the pic-nics, for croquet and ball playing and for cel
ebrations which have to be e~luded from the Central Park, 
and it will proye to be a much more acceptable place for all 
such purposes. 

A special report on the subject of these parks, and Morning
side and Riverside and the East River Park, is in preparation, 
and will be submitted to the Board. 

IlL-The 23d and 24th Wards include the following work. 

Fir8t.-The maintenance of the roads. 
Second.-The maintenance and repairs of Harlem River 

Bridges. . 
Thi1-d.-The maintenance and repairs of Bronx River Bridges. 

\ 
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Fourth.-The surveying and laying out the district. 
Fjfth.-The construction of new bridges. 
Sixth.-The street improvement work. 

First.-The maintenance of the roads. 
For this work, the appropriation this year is $40,000, which 

is $10,000 less than for 1875. The scheme of the year hl1S been 
prepared in a report made at the meeting of the Board on the 
2d February, 1876. It includes an apportionment of the sum 
between the five road districts. In 1875 the salaries paid to 
engineers and foremen was nearly $6,000. This is too large a 
proportion of the whole appropriation, and should be reduced, 
and the work more efficiently carried on. 

Secondly.-The Harlem River Bridges. 

These are the iron bridge at Third Avenue and the Central 
bridge at Eighth Avenue. 

The first is in good order except the draw. An examination 
has been ordered to see if the hydraulic power can be made 
sufficient to move the draw with the requisite rapidity. If not 
it will be necessary to provide a steam engine. 

The Central Bridge at Eighth Avenue is made of wood. 
During the past year it has been put in as complete order as 
its structure admitted, and serves its purpose without need of 
further expense. 

The sum of $40,000 was appropriated for these bridges. 
Unless the steam engine is found necessary for the the Third 
Avenue bridge, but a small portion of this sum will be required. 

Thirdly.-The Bronx River Bridges. 
These bridges are seven in number and cross the Bronx, 

which is the easterly boundary of this city. By law one half of 
the expense of maintaining them is to be met by this city, and 
the other half by Westchester County. 

\. These are wooden bridges, and they are in poor condition. 
They should be reconstructed of iron. An estimate was made 
of the expense on 25th August, 1875, as follows: 

Draw-bridge, Westchester Road ............. $12,000 
Samuel street and Flour Mill bridge....... ... .8,500 
Bleach bridge...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 9,250 
Pelham's bridge. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. .. 9,250 
Williams bridge. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . . . • .. 10,000 
Woodlawn bridge. . . • . • . . • • • •• . . • •. • • • • . . • • • 9,000 
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The Board of Estimate and Apportionment was request
ed to appropriate for this purpose one-half of this sum, viz.: 
$28,000. They appropriated only $15,000. 

If after keeping these bridges in repair for travel there is any 
surplus, it should be applied, with the concurrence of the au-
thorities of Westchester county, to the construction of one or \ 
more iron bridges. 

Fourthly.-Surveying and laying out the district. 
This is the most important work in this region, and it de

mands immediate attention. The surveys, field and topograph
ical work ha ve been completed and the design or pIau of the 
roads remains to be determined. The plans which had been 
made prior to the winter of 1875 were not approved by the 
Board, and other plans under the direction of Mr. Olmsted, 
after long delay, were authori7.ed on November 5th, 1875. 
These have been studied out for the section north of the Harlem 
River, between the Tibbet's Brook Valley and the Hudson River, 
and will at an early day be made the subject of a special re
port for the consideration of the Board. 

The points considered in preparing them are: 
1. Drainage. 
2. Connection with the city. 
3. IJines of rapid transit. 
4. Adaptation to an ultimate villa occupation. 
5. Economy of construction. 
In these respects they will be superior to the rejected plans. 
The main ground for disapproval of the former plans was 

the excessive cost of constructing the roads. It was estimated 
at $8,000 per acre of the land left, which was unnecessary and 
ruinous to property. It was a continuance of the system which 
had imposed so extravagant a plan upon the island below the 
Harlem river, under which the sum required to prepare the 
landfor occupation was as much as it would cost to cover it 
with houses for an average class and density of occupation. 
This has proved very disastrous and has impeded the settle
ment of the island, driven population to Long Island and New 
Jersey, and has depressed the whole of the property from 
which three-fourths of the taxation is raised. 

It is clear to everyone that an average of $8,000 per acre on 
the annexed district would cover it with houses as well and as 
thickly as it is likely to be settled. It is injudicious to extend 
over this district a system which would require such an expen
diture to fit it for settlement and the erection of houses. 

This work demands our attention and should be completed 
this year if 'practicable. 

( 

J 
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The sums expended on it have been: 
1874 .............................. $56,201 49 
1875. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 33,518 89 

'Appropriated for 1876. : . . . . . . . . . . .. 25,000 00 
The sum appropriated for this year is insufficient, when 

I the real work is to be done, and application must be made to 
increase it from the surplus of some other fund. 

\. 

Fiflhly.-The construction of new bridges over the Harlem 
River. 

The general scope of the improvements of the'Harlem River 
comprises its opening for navigation. This will take time, and 
will cost money. The clearing of the channel will be the work 
of the U. S. Government. Ultimately it will be worth what 
it will cost, for the business of a great population which may 
be gathered there. The question now is to attra'ct this popula
tion so, that it will be worth while to undertake the expense 
of 'the improvement. Proper measures for it are the construc
tion of other bridges over the river, so as to facilitate the set
tlement of the region. Two bridges have been located, one 
from Madison Avenue to 138th Street, the other a suspension 
bridge at 181st Street. The plans of these have been partially 
prepared. The appropriation for them was made by the 
Board of Estimate and A.pportionment on the 29th March, 
1876. Soundings will now be made to determine the con
struction of the piers and then the plans and specifications 
of the bridges can be completed and submitted to the .Board 
for their action, and the construction can be commenced. 

Sixthly.-The street improvement work. 
This includes sewering and open drainage, street paving, 

&c.It is done by contract and in compliance with the, 
ordinances of the Common Council. We have organized a 
bureau and appointed a surveyor and engineer of str~et open
ings and improvements, and we appoint one surveyor in all of 
this work. This results in great economy, for all our surveys 
are availed of for the work, and great expense is saved in the 
assessments. The same officer acts as surveyor in all street 
opening cases, and furnishes to the commissioners, from our 
maps, the maps that they need for their work in awarding 
damages and making assessments. This is also a great saving 
of expense in the cost of these surveys to the commissioners 
and to th~ property owners. 

IV.-There are several minor matters of administration where 
beneficial changes can be made. 
Th~ license system has heretofore been based on fees paid 

into the city Sinking Fund, and which are not of any benefit 
to this Department. 
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The proper changes in this respect are indicated in the 
report made on that subject on the 2d day of February, 1876 
(page 592). They will result in. having the benefit of these 
license fees go to the people who visit the park, in the form 
of enlarged and better accommodations, with better service at 
moderate rates of payment. \ 

The annual reports have not been published for more than 
four years. It is very important that they should be issued. 
They are in press, and will soon be ready. Hereafter none 
will be issued except they are bound. Books and reports un
bound are very rarely preserved. 

It will be important for the successful administration of the 
Department that its offices should be brought together. They 
are now in three separate places. The principal office in 
Union Square, the office in the Arsenal, and the Engineer's 
office at Mount St. Vincent. This renders consultation diffi
cult. The business is not done under the direct supervision of 
the Board, and no advantage results from the separation. A 
change by which the Engineer's office can be brought to the 
Museum, so that a visit to one point in the Park will bring 
into view all the operations there, will be very advantageous. 

Quarterly Report. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the quarterly report to his 
Honor the Mayor, for the three months ending on March 31st, 
1876. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be referred 
to the President to sign and transmit to his Honor the Mayor. 

(Minutes, March 1st, 18'76, p. 653.) 

Adoptea. 

j 

. . 
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agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4 .. 

Lighting the Public Lamps, &c . 

Comm.issionerO'DoNOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of the Manhattan Gas 

Light Company to light the public lamps in the parks, squares 
and places under the control of this Department, situated 
between 34th Street· and Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets, 
with gas, from May 10th to December 31st, 1876, both days 
inclusive, be accepted as the lowest bid, that the contract be 
awarded to said company, and that the President be, and here
by is, authorized to execute same for and ou behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, May 10th, 1876, p. 10.) 

\ The PRESIDENT put the ques~ion whether the Board would 

1.. • 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the Board adjourned 
~t 4.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM.lRWlN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MilY 17th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOOlt A. l'rI • 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following works and supplies, viz. : 

L-For the removal, remodeling and construction of cases, 
erection of an iron staircase, furnishing marble top wash-basins 
and plumbing for the Museum of Natural History building. 

(Minutes, March 30th, 1876, p. 715.) 

n.-Grading and setting curb in Tompkins Square. 
(Minutes, March 18th, 1876, p. 692.) 

TIL-Delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the 
roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

(Minutes, A.pril 8th, 1876, p. 742.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 
THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY. 

The following proposals were received and publicly opened: 

I.-REMOVING, REMODELING, &0., OF CASES, &0. 
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n.-GRADING, &0., IN TOMPKINS SQUARE. 

i
Total calculated on 4,000 

cubic yards of excaV3-
,Per cubic yard vation, &c., and 2,600 

of excavation, Per lineal foot' lineal feet of curbstone, 
removal, de· of curbstone! &c., that being the En
positing and recut and set. gineer's estimate, on 
shaping. which the bids are to be 

tested. 

1. Stephen Roberts ..• __ ... 33c. 11c. $1,606 
2. Michael Gavin .. _ ....... 45 26 2,476 
3. McChristie &; Mollan .... 50 65 3,690 
4. John McKim ........... 89 29 4.314 
5. Denis Ootterell ......... 30 26 1;876 
6. Michael Sheriden .•..... 38 32 2,352 
7. James Smith ........... 45 6 1,956 
8. G. S. Harrington ....... 29 20 1,680 
9. John Mullins ........... 35 12 1,712 

10. Thomas Kinsley ........ 40 20 2,120 
n. Patrick Mulholland ..... 50 61 2,169 
12. John Slattery, .. 37 22 2,052 
13. And. D. Campbell ....... 59 9 2,594 
14. J. D. &; T. E. Orimmins .. 79 30 3,940 

IlI.-DELIVERY OF SCREENED GRAVEL AND BROKEN STONE. 

950 cubic y'ds 1,000 cubic 1,400 cubic 
of screened y'dsoftrap. y'dsofbro-

TOTAL. gravel, per ),ockbroken ken lime-
cubic yard. stone, per stone, per 

cubic yard. cubic yard. 

-----

1. James H. Perkins ........... $1. 841 $2.94t $2.191 $7,770.75 
2. John B. Devlin ............. 2.15 2.70 2.65 8,452.50 
::I. D. E. Donovan .............. 2.85 ...... .. ..... .. .......... 
4. Will. McDonald ............. 2.38 2.98 2.38 8,573.00 
5. John S. Masterson ........... 2.35 2.89 2.89 9,168.50 
6. Thos. Klnsley ............... 2.30 3.20 3.00 9,585.00 
7. C. A. Harrington ............ 2.90 3.85 2.80 10,525.00 
8. John A. Bonker .•••......... 2.15 3.05 2.20 8,172.50 

./ 

( 

'. 
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The Comptroller then retired, and the Board met at 10 
o'clock A. M., in regular session. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
U STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

.. WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 19th inst., at 
2.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM.IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P . 
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FRIDAV, MAY 19th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-2.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 10th and 17th 
inst. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Statue of La Fayette. 

From Mr. Henry W. Stuckle, on behalf of a committee of French 
residents, informing the Department that a statue of General 
La Fayette, which the French Government intends to pl'esent to 
the city, has arrived, and asking that a site be designated in 
Central Park for the erection of the statue, and stating that 
the committee he represents will provide the pedestal for the 
statue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the committee, consisting of the 
Presidents of the National Academy of Design, the Metropo
litan Museum of Art and the New York Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects, be requested to examine and 
report upon said statue as regards its merits as a work of art; 
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that the Landscape Architect be directed to report a suitable 
site for same in Central Park, and that, on the acceptance of 
said statue and the appl'oval of a site, the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to prepare the foundations for the pedestal. 

(Minutes, Jannary 12, 1874, p. 522.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Woodlawn Cemetery, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Caleb B. Knevals, Vice-President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Woodlawn Cemetery, stating that, at a meet
ing of said trustees, held the 17th May, 1876, the following 
preambles and resolution were unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Whereas, The Department of Public Parks of the city of New York, by reso 
lution adopted on the 4th February. 1876, have laid out or designated certain 
streets and avenues around the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery, and have made 
a map or plan thereof, entitled" Map or plan showing proposed streets and avenues 
"arollnd the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery Association," dated" New York, 
" February 1st, 1876," signed" J. J. R Cross. civil and topographical engineer," a 
copy of which is now on file in the office of the Association . 

.And whereas, Under chapter 133 of the Laws of 1847, entitled" An act anthor
izing the incorporation of rural cemetery associations," the consent of the trustees 
of this Association is necessary to authorize the said Department to open or lay 
out the said streets or avenues through any of the cemetery grounds. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the trustees of said Cemetery Association have consented, and do 
hereby consent, to the opening and laying out of the streets and avenues around 
the property of the Woodlawn Cemetery Association, as designated on the map
aforesaid. 

(Minutes, February 4th, 1876, p. 598.) 

Filed. 
Commissioner O'Donohue entered the meeting at this point 

and took his seat. 

Laborers' Pay-roll. 

From the Comptroller of the city, asking for certain infor
mation in connection with the laborers' pay-roll for the two 
weeks ending April 22d, 1876, as follows, viz. : 
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CITY or NEW YORK, } 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. 

May 11th, 1876. 
To the Department 0/ Public Parks: 

The pay-rolls of the Department of Public Parks for the two weeks ending 
April 22, 1876, do not show the works or purposes for which the charges are 
made against the different accounts with sufficient distinctness to enable this 
Department to audit said pay-rolls. 

Will you h"lve the kindness to transmit to me an authentic copy of the records 
of the Park Department, showing the rule or method adopted by the Department 
of Public Parks for making the distribution of the amollnts charged against the 
several accounts. If any delay occurs in the payment of laborers on the park 
rolls it is solely owing to the want of proper information upon whieh to distribute 
the amollnt included in the pay-rolls to the proper accounts. . 

And in pnrsuance of Section 29 of the Charter of 1873, it is hereby prescribed 
that in all pay-rolls of the Dep.trtment of Public Parks hereafter presented to 
this Department for payment, the difIerent works or purposes shall be specified 
for which each of the charges against the different accounts are made to enable 
this Department to verify the distribution of the amounts and audit the pay-rolls 
correctly. 

Respectfully, 
. (Signed) AND. H. GREEN, 

Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, on receipt of the following reply 

to the above communication, the Comptroller had paid the 
laborers, viz. : 

To the Comptroller o/the Oity 0/ New Ym,k: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 Union Square (east). I 
NEW YORK, May 17th, 1876. 

Sir,-Your letter of the lIth May. in which you undertake to justify your reo 
fusal to meet the pay-roll of laborers in this Departnwnt for the two weeks ending 
22d April, 1876, is received, and in answer we submit to you the facts which lead 
to the conclusion that your reasons are insufficient, and that yOUl' refusal to pay 
these men is wrong. 

I.-That pay-roll was made upon the forms which have been prescribed by 
you, which have been in use in this Department since the Charter of 1873 went 
into operation, and which have heretofore been accepted by you and paid. 

n.-The different accounts kept in your Department oHhe moneys expended by 
this Department are as follows: 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. 
General Maintenance. 
Salaries. 
Police. 

Harlem River bridges, &c., 
Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvements and maintenance. 
Music, Central Park. 
Independence Day. 
Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c. 
Rebuilding and repairing Bronx River bridges. 
Surveying, laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards. 
City Hall Park, pavement. 
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SPECIAL FUNDS. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 
Museums of Natural History and Art. 
Surveying, laying out, &c., north of 155th Street, Chap. 604, Laws 1874. 
Each separate improvement in 23d and 24th Wards that is paid for by as

sessments. 

IIr.-The pay-rolls and the schedules accompanying them were upon printed 
blanks in these forms: 

DEPART}IEliT OF PUBLIC PARKS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Pay-Rolls of Laborers, Gads, Teams, <te., f01' the two weeks ending April 22d, 1876. 

NAMES. OCCUPATION. ! ~~;:.I R~:/F I AMOUNT. 
__ • __ ""_ •• ______ • ____ 1 ___ , __ - ___ '_ 

John W .. Manning .....•.. '" .. , G~n'l Foreman ..... 1 14 I $6 00 $84 00 
John ElllOt ... '" ..... , ....... DlV. Gardener.. . . . 12 : 2 50 30 00 
John H. Beckett ... ' ........... Gardener ......... , 12 I 2 25 27 00 
Patrick Barrett. . . .. . . . . . .. . .. Laborer ........... 1 12 2 00 24 00 
Wm. Bates .................. ' . .. ..... '" ... : 9i 2 00 18 75 

I I 

And so through the entire list of the 453 men on that pay-roll, reaching a total 
of $13,617.29. 

The schednle transmitted with that pay-roll is as follows: 

SCHEDULE 
NAMES OF CLAIMANTS. I CHARGE TO AOCOUNT OF AMOUNT. NUMBER. 

Laborers pay-roll, 22d lMaint. and Govt. Parks and Places $4,913 14 
April, 1876. ICity Parks Improvement Fund ... 7,948 98 

Harlem It. Bridges, Reps., Impt. 
17 and Maint ..............•..... 511 

Surveying. Laying Out, &c., 23d' 
24th W ds., &c ................ 14 00 

Museum of Natural History .•.... 203 00 
Museum of Art ................. 27 00 

-----
$13,617 29 

ThiR gives you all the information that you have heretofore required of this 
Department, and which you have found sufficieut to audit the pay-rolls, and to 
charge them to each separate and proper account that you keep, and it is all that 
you ask in your letter. 

IY.-The method in use in this Department in making up these pay-rolls and sche
dules is as follows: The foreman of each gang keeps a daily account of the name 
and time of each laborer. This daily aggregate of each gang is divided by another 
account between the different pieces of work un which the gang is employed. 

These two daily accounts are summarized at the end of each two weeks, and the 
result appears 011 the pay-roll and the schedule transmitted with it, of '" hich these 
above given for the 22d of April are an illustration. 

/ 
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You will receive herewith blanks of the forms in use in this D&partment. 
First.-Blank for pay-roll. 
Second.-Blank for schedule. 
Third.-Blank for division of the work of each gang. 

V.-The power given to you in the twenty,ninth section of the Charter" to pre
scribe the forms of keeping and rendering" the acconnts necessarily means that you 
must prescribe them beforehand. They could not be rendered in any form other or 
different from the form in which they are kept; and the forms in which they are 
rendered cannot be rejected until new ones are prescribed in advance, with suffi
dent time for us to provide and put them in operation. It is obviously impo"sible 
for an account to be kept and rendered in the month of April on a form which 
you prescribed in the month of May. You refuse to pay the men on the ground 
that this pay-roll does not contain certain information which the forms you have 
prescribed do not call for. 

VL-If you want 'any information in regard to t1le pay-roll of the 22d April, 
which goes beyond and is not contained in the forms you have heretofore pre
scribed, it will be proper for you to specify what you desire. If you wish to revis 
the forms or prescribe new ones, it will be proper for you, in doing so, to give use 
time to conform to them. The injustice of your refusal to pay the men on such 
ground is apparent. 

VIL-These laborers earn their money and are entitled to their pay, without 
regard to the forms of keeping and rendering accounts between the departments, 
and you will be obliged to pay them whether yon make trouble abont t.he forms 
or not. You know that the questions you raise, even if you were right, constitute 
neither a legal defense nor a good reason for refusing to pay them. Still more in
excusable is it fol' you to keep them as suffering spectators of this ill-timed -and 
needless controversy, in which you are wrong. We courteously, therefore, com
lIlend you to the course which is inevitable, to pay these men without regard to 
these qllPstions; for they cannot be misled ·into any error as to the reasons. why 
their money is withheld. At the same time prompt attention will be given to any 
request for information which youI' duty leads you to make, and to the directions 
about the accounts which you are empowered to prescribe, and which you com
municate to us with definiteness and precision. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed,) WH. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

CommiAsioner O'DONOHUE moved that said correspondence 
be referred to Commissioner Wetmore, to confer with the 
Comptroller thereon. 

Adopted. 

144th Street. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon the ap
plication of W. T. Cushing and others, for the construction of 
a sewer m 144th Street, easterly from Mott Avenue to the 
canal. 

(Minutes, April 8th, 1876, p. 738.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that a copy of said report be for
warded to Mr. Cushing, and that he be :informed that before 
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the construction of said sewer can be commenced it will be 
necessary for the residents and owners of . property to obtain 
an ordinance of the Common Council to enable this Depart
ment to prosecute the work, 

Adopted. 

Lighting the Parks, &c. 

From the New York Gas Light CompanYr,nft:rging to accept 
the award for lighting the lamps in the parks, &c., south of 
Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets at a price less than that 

mentioned in their proposal. 
(Minutes, :May 5, 18~6, p. 6.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Board 
in awarding the contract to said company, at $14 for each 
lamp, for eight months, be reconsidered. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said contract be 
awarded to said company at the price named in their pru
posal. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

Sprinkling Fifth Avenue. 

From Mr. J. L. Voorhis, offering to sprinkle Fifth A venue, 

from Fifty-ninth Street to Eighty-fifth Street, for $7 per day. 
(Minutes, May 21,1875, p. 37.) 

Laid on the table. 

North Meadow, Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the 

,. 

r 
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North Meadow, in Central Park, be thrown open to the public 
under the same conditions and regulations which have hereto
fore heen applied to the Lawn in the South Park. 

Laid on the table. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a copy of the preambles and 
resolutions notifying Mr. John Mahoney, contractor for the 
plastering of the Museum of Natural History building, to pro
ceed with said work, with the service of same on said con
tractor and his sureties, endorsed thereon. 

Also a letter from the Superintending Architect, stating that 
( said contractor had commenced said work on the 16th inst. 

1 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 

. to the Board for approval: 
Baker &; McKenny, cal's ........... " .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables .. Main1. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Gates, Church R, &; Co., lumber ....... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP .•..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas.meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P .•...•• 

N. Y. Staats Zeitu11J/, advertising .•. '" . Museum Natural 

History. ... ..' $3 00 

City Parks Impmt. 

F............. 3 00 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 2 20 

$154 00 

51 70 

141 75 

34 09 

61 00 

8 20 
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Rogers, J. F., & Co., emery wheels ..... City Parks Impmt. 

F ............ . 
Roosevelt, Sam!., & Co., nails and hard· 

ware .............................. City Parks Impmt. 

F ............ . 

~aint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Museum Natural 

History ...•••• 

Tysen, Jr., David J., vegetables ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. aud P ..... . 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk, April. .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. aud P ..... . 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office .•••.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Vanderbilt Bros., seed ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Watrous & Willson, lumber .........•• City Parks Impt. 

F ........ 

Wheatly, R. R., hay, oats, &c ......... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..• '" .• 

City Parks Impl'oYement Fund ........................ . 

Maintenance, et~., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Museum Natural History .... '" ......•..•.•••......... 

$23 00 

35 80 

50 

$902 64 

78 20 

219 97 

3 50 

[Friday, 

$3 56 

59 30 

507 71l 

21 60 

40 00 

34 50 

48 64 

38 22 

$1,204 31 

--- $1,20431 J 
-------

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve hunured and foul' dollars and 

thirty-one cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, } Attdiling 
H. G. STEBBINS, Committee. 

New York, May 17th, 1876. 

r 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 

Affleck, Wm., & Co., hay, straw, &c ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... . 

American Dist. Telg. Co., rent and 8er-

vices ........... '" ............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .•....• 

City Parks Im

provement F ...• 

Architectural Iron Works, iron ......... Harlem R. R Reps. 

Imp. and M ..... 

Byrne, J. E., hay, oats, &c ............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Claflin,· H. R, & Co., gloves, police ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ......•••.... Harlem R. R Reps. 

Imp. and M .••• 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••..•.• 

Donegan, C. E., bread ..........•...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Everard, Jas., paving .................. Paving 3d avenue 

from Westches

ter ave. to north

ern bd'y 23d 

$459 75 

$2 56 

7 58 
10 14 

685 56 

611l 28 

119 25 

60 00 

13 77 

61 32 

Ward......... 15,16';. 94 

Hogan,John, labor and materials ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 975 00 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-ApriL ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP....... $172 26 

Harlem R. RReps. 

Imp. Fund ..... 59 40 
231 66 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-April ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 546 00 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas-April.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 413 00 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas-April ... '" .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 
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N. Y. Expre81 Co., advertising ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $9 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.... ...•. 4 20 

Museum of Art.. 4 20 

City Hall Park 

Pavement. . . . . 4 20 

N. Y. Staai8 Zeitunfl, advertising ...... " City Hall Park 

Pavement ..... . $3 30 

Museum of Natl. 

History. . . . . . . 3 60 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 2 '10 

City Parks Imp. 

Fund.......... 3 00 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... 3 66 

N. Y. Tribune, advertising ..........•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $9 00 

City Parks Imp. 

Fund.......... '1 80 

Museum of Art. . . 4 20 

Museum of Natl. 

History. . . . . . . 1) 40 

Maint., &c., 23d 

and 22d Wards. 4 20 

City Hall Park 

Pavement . . . . . 3 60 

N. Y. & Brooklyn Hardwood Lumber Co., 

timLer .......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 
Tone, Theo. F., coaL ........•........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund .........• 

Harlem R.Bridges, 

Reps., Impt. andM. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

$38 80 

1'1 80 

3040 

$21 60 

16 20 

34 20 

501 50 

8'1 00 
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Thorburn, Geo., &- Co., piles ............ City Parka Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Van Riper;Chas., sundries ........... Maint. etc., 23dand 

24th Wards .••• , 

Verplanck Bros., currycombs and brushes, 
Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Wetmore &- Co., iron .................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....•.•. 

Wotherspoon Bros., land plaster ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 
World, advertising .................. , City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Museum Natural 

History ..... .. 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

City Hall Park 

pavement ..... , 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••.... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$3 20 

4 40 

3 20 

3 60 

3 20 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places. . . .. • . ... $3,004 32 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . .. ................... 1,846 69 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-
ance .....•..............................•.....•. 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24 th Wards ................. . 

Museum of A.rt ..................................... .. 

Museum of Natural History .......................... . 

City Hall Park pavement .......•.........•..•••.•..... 

Paving Third.A venue, from Westchester .A venue to northern 

822 76 
36 5U 

8 40 

13 40 

14 70. 

b'dy 23d Ward .................................. 15,167 94 

$11000 

2640 

13 5Ii 

81 84 

100 00 

17 60 

$20,914 71 

--- $20,914 71 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty thousand nine hundred 

and fourteen dollars and seventy-one cents. 

(Signed,) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, t Auditing 

Ne", York, May 17, 1876. 
H. G. STEBBINS, f OommifUe. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more--4. 

Jerome Avenue, Sprinkling of. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported upon the subject of sprink
ling Jerome Avenue, and presented a communication from the 
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
giving an estimate of the cost, and he recommended that dur
ing the four months of June, July, August and September said 
avenue be sprinkled from Central Bridge to the road leading 
to Tremont, at a cost not exceeding $400 per month, and that 
on the seven days of the races at Jerome Park that it be 
sprinkled to the entrance to Jerome Park. 

(Minutes, Ma), 10, 1876, p_ 15.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be accepted 
and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDEN'f put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: .J 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-
more-4. 

Treasurer's Account. 

Commissioners STEBBINS and O'DONOHUE, the committee 
a.ppointed to audit the accounts of the late Treasurer, present-

• 
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ed the following report, which was accepted and ordm'ed to be 

printed in the minutes, viz.: 
The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the late Treasurer, David 

B. Williamson, Esq., up to and including the 31st Jay of March, 1876, and also up
to and includfng May 1st, 1876, report that they have examined and audited said 

J' accounts and find the same correct. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, } Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Oommittee. 

New York, MI1Y 5th, 1876. 

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 771.) 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREAsJJRER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

1876. 

May 3. 

May 3} 
to 

May 17 

1876. 

J08. J. O'Donohue, Treasurer. 

CR. 

By balance................. ....•...•..... $1,709 26 

" cash received from rents and licenses ••••. 667 63 
--'-

DR. 

May 3} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ......•...... $247 36 

May 17 

May 17 "balance. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 2,129 53 

$2,376 89 

-- $2,37689 

Wednesday, May 17, 1876. 

9.30 A.1\[. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

John Russell, Park-keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President designated 
to conduct the trial of Park-keeper John Russell, on a charge 
of neglect of duty, in that he was oft' his beat and smoking a 

pipe while on duty, verbally reported that he found the officer 
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guilty of the charge, and inasmuch as he ran away from the 
Lieutenant when detected, and afterwards denied the charge, 

but could give no excuse for bein~ off his beat, he recommend

ed that he be dismissed from the employment of the Depart
ment. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and 

adopted by the Board. 
Commissioner STEBBI!\S moved as a substitute therefor that 

said Park-keeper John Russell bo fined ten days' pay. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute motion, moved by Commissioner 
Stebbins, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of 

all the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original motion, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows; 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Philip Corcoran, Park-keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President had desig
nated to conduct the trial of Park-keeper Philip Corcoran, on 
a charge of being off his beat and smoking while on duty, 

verbally reported that he found him guilty of the charge and 
recommended that he be fined five days' pay. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and 

adopted by the Board. 
Commissioner WETMORE moved as a substitute therefor that 

said Park-keeper Philip Corcoran be dismissed from the em
ployment of the Department .. 

• 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Wetmore, and 

it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye.s-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

Noes-Commissi::mers Stebbins, O'Donohue-2. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners M~rtin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Washinglon Monumeut. 

The PRESIDENT stated that application had been made by 
Mr. John H. Brady, Commander of Post No. 79 of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, for permission to decorate the Wash
ington Monument. on Decoration day, the 30th inst., and keep 
said decorations up until the 4th of July, and also to place a 
tent beside the Monument fOT a short time prior to the 30th 
inst., fOT the purpose of receiving subscriptions, and he moved 
that the permission requested be granted, and that the De
partment lend, for the purpose, such evergreens, &c., as can 
be spared and may be required. 

Adopted. 

''-, Engineers employed on Construction. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re

quested to obtain the opinion of Oounsel to the Oorporation as 
to whether engineers, &c., employed on works of constTuction, 
can be paid from the Oity Parks Improvement Fund, provided 
by Ohap. 608, Laws of 1875. 

Adopted. 
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Grading, &c., Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Mr. Stephen Roberts, 

for grading and setting curb in Tompkins Square, be accepted 
as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Ste
phen Roberts, and that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 34.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Screened Gravel, Broken Stone, &c. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The sample of gravel submitted with the proposal 
(No.1) of Mr . .Tames H. Perkins, for the delivery of screened 
gravel and broken stone upon the roads, &c., in the 23d and 
24th Wards, is of an inferior quality and not equal to that 
called for by the specifications, therefore-

Resol1Jed, That the said proposal of Mr . .Tames H. Perkins 
be, and hereby is, rejected. 

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 34.) 

Adopted. 
Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Re8olved, That the proposal (No.8) of Mr . .Tohn A. Bouker, 

for the delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the 
roads and avenues in the 23d and 24th Wards, be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said John A. 
Bouker, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to execute same for and on behalf of thi" Department. 

(Minutes, May 17, 1876, p. 34.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Screened Gravel for the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent required 3,000 
cubic yards of s{'reened gravel for construction purposes and 
for the maintenance of the roads in the Parks, and moved that 
the Secretary be directed to insert the necessary advertise
ments for proposals for furnishing same. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohlle, Wet
more-4. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Henry Matthews be 
appointed an inspector on the work of paving Third Avenue 
from 163d St·reet to the northern bOlmdary of the 23d Ward, in 
place of Michael Barry, suspended; that his pay be fixed at 
$3.50 per day, and that John Meehan, inspector on said works, 
be directed to resume his duties thereon. 

(Minutes, April 21, 18'75, p. 772.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of a~l the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
Commissioner STEBBINS was, by consent, excused from vot~ 

ing. 
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Suspension of Laborers. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That hereafter no laborer, mechanic or team in the 

employ of this Department shall be suspended or discharged by 
the Superintendent or Foremen (unless for the following causes, 
viz., neglect of duty, intoxication or inefficiency), without first 
notifying the Board of the same for its action in the matter. 
When mell are suspended for either of the reasons noted above 
they shall have a proper trial before the Superintendent within 
two days after said suspension, and a report from the Superin
tendent shall be submitted to the Board, with his recommenda
tions for its final action. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be laid on the 
table. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner WETMORE left the meeting at this point. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following resolution, adopted 
by the Board of Aldermen on the 18th May, 1876, viz.: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be and are 
hereby requested to report to tMs Board the reasons why the carriage ways acro~s 
Washingten Square have not been repaired pursuant to a request from this Board 
by resolution passed March 23, 1876. 

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 763.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Super
intending Architect, stating that to enable Messrs. D. C. Weeks 
& Sons, the contractors for the excavation and blasting work, 
&c., in the basement of the Museum of Art, to proceed with 
their work, it will be necessary for the Department to remove 
the scaffolding erected by the Watson Manufacturing 00., the 
contractors for the iron roof, and to replace same again, as 
the said compallY have not yet completed their work, and 
recommending that an order be given to said Watson Manu
facturing Co. to remove and replace said scaffolding at a cost 

not exceeding $450. 
(Minutes, April 12, 1876, p. 740.) 

• 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that an order be given to 
the Watson Manufacturing Co. as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from °the Super
intendent of Parks, forwarding a letter from the Superintendent 
of the American Museum of Natural History, requesting that 
the collections of said Museum at present stored in the base
ment of the new Museum of Natural History building be 
removed to the attic story of said building. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the Supel·intendent of 
Parks be authorized and directed to have said collections re
moved as requested. 

(Miuutes, Nov. 24, 18'i5, p. 428.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Bowling Green Fountain. 

The PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Superin
tendent of Parks, reporting that the basin of the fountain in 
the Bowling Green is in such a leaky condition that the water 
escapes from it into the vaults of the neighboring houses, and 
estimating that it would cost $500 or $600 to place it in a good 
condition. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be 
referred to the President to report upon. 

Adopted. 
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Matthew Cox. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Matthew Cox, who recently 
resigned his position as rodman on the civil and topographical 
force, be restored and reappointed at his former position and 

pay. 
(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 779.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : . 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Offices for the Civil and Topographical Engineer Corps. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to fit up the first floor of the Museum building (old 
Arsenal) for the use of the Civil and Topographical Engineer
ing force, at a cost not exceeding $300, which shall be charged 
to construction; and that the said engineering force remove 
from Mount St. Vincent to said ]\.'Iuseum building as soon as 
said floor is so fitted up. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-S. 

Inspectors. 

The PRESIDENT moved that one inspector be appointed on 
each of the following named works when the contractors com- / 
mence work thereon, and that their pay be fixed at $3.50 per 
day each, viz. : 

1. Grading, &c., Tompkins Square. 
2. Paving the roadway through Washington Square. 
3. Morningside Park sewer. 
4. Laying the pavement ou the walks, &c., iu City Hall 

Park. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissionet's Mal·tin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Construction Works. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following works of construction be pro
ceeded with, viz. : 

1. The gateway to Central Park at 102d Street and Fifth 
Avenue. 

2. Repairs to architectural structures in Central Park. 
3. Construction of houses, &c., for the zoological collection. 
4. The completion of the public places at 63d and 66th 

Streets and the Boulevard. 
5. Five Points Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said resolution be laid 
over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at a.I5 
o'clock p. M., to meet on Monday, the 22d inst., at 9.30 o'clock 

4. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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MONDAY., MAY 22d, :t 876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, to meet 
on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 2.30 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretm"y D. P. P . 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY ~4th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 2.30 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 19th and 22d 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

l\!useum of Natural History. 

Prom Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, Chairman of the Committee 
on Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, stating 
that said Committee had adopted the following resolutions, 

VIZ.: 

"Resolved, That the contract fOl' cases in the new building having been let at 
"less than the original estimate, we request that $7,000 be transferred to the esH
" mate for fitting up the students' and curators' rooms. 

"Resolved, That we respectfully ask the President of the Department to inform 
"us in detail how much remains unexpended of the appropriations for the new 
"building, and the amount necessary to ('ntirely finish the present section." 

(Minutes, January 18th, 1876, p. 536.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Third A v. Bridge. 

From Mr. J. W. Colwell, asking that the end stone pier a.nd 
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iron railing on the east side of Third Avenue Bridge, which are 

opposite, and prevent access to his house, be removed. 

Also from the Engineer of Construction reporting upon said 
application and recommending that said stone pier and railing 

be removed as requested. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed, and 

that the said stone pier and about six or eight feet of the rail

ing be removed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof) as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners :Martin, Stebbins, vVetmore-3. 

Menagerie_ 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that :Mr. Robert 
L. Pell, of No. 218 Fifth Avenue, desires to obtain a pair of the 
Kerry calves owned by the Department, and offers to give in 

exchange for them $50 worth of such animals as may be re~ 
quired for the Menagerie. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Screened Gravel and Broken Stone. 

From Mr. James H. Perkins, asking why the contract for the 
delivery of screened gravel and broken stone upon the roads in 
the 23d and 24th Wards was not awarded to him, and protest

ing against same being awarded to any other person. 
(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 52.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said letter be filed, and that Mr. 

Perkins be informed of the reason why his proposal was re
jected. 

Adopted. 

/ 
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City Hall Park Pavement. 

From Messrs. Van Santvoord & Hauff, attorneys for Mr. J. 
J. Schillinger, notifying the Department of Mr. Schillinger's 
patent for laying a concrete pavement, being patent reissued 
No. 4,364, and dated May 2d, 1871, and asking the Department 
to respect said patent in the work of laying the pavement on the 
walks of the City Hall Park. 

(Minutes, May lOth, 18~6, p. 30.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
received, and referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his 
advice. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From Mr. William Caldwell requesting, on behalf of many 
citizens and business men of the 23d Ward, that the present 
hydraulic engine used for the purpose of opening the draw of 
the Third Avenue Bridge be replaced by a steam engine, for 
the reason that the utmost force obtainable by hydraulic power 
will not be sufficient to open the draw sufficiently quickly for 
the necessities of travel and navigation. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that acting under the directions of 
the Board of the 18th March last, the Engineer of Construction 
had the pipes leading to the engine examined, and discoveTed 
that there was a leak which could be repaired at a small cost, 
and he moved that the Engineer of Construction be directed to 
have said pipes repaired, forthwith; that he proceed at once 
with the preparation of the plans, estimate's and specifications 
for a steam engine for said draw, as directed on the second 
of February last, and that when said plans, estimates and 
specifications are prepared, that the Secretar.r insert the 
necessary advertisements for proposals to fnrnish same. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 2d and Mar. 18, 1876, pp. 589 and 676.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, vVetmore-3. 

Museum of Nutnral History. 

F'rom Mr. Oalvert Vaux, Architect, 3S follows: 
" N EW YORK, May 24, 1876. 

"\V~f. R. MARTIN, Esq., president: 
" Sir-In regard to construction of cases, &e .. for 3fuseum of Natural History, 

"in my judgment, and from estimates obtained from responsible parties, the 
" lowest tender is higher by several thousand dollars than the work should be 
" done for. 

"The Trustees, on further consultation, de~ire to make some changes in the 
" plans, and I hope the Department may consider it expedient, under the eircnm
" stances, to obtain fresh estimates On the revised drawings and plans. 

" Respectfully 
"OSigned) , C.nVERT V AUX. 

" Architect." 

(Minntes, May 17, 1876, p. 33 and May 24th, 1876, p. 61.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposals of Messrs. Morton & Chesley 

and of Mr. J. V. Donvan, being the only two received for the 
removal, remodeling and construction of cases, &c., for the 
Museum of Natural History building, be rejected for the rea
sons mentioned in the communication of Mr. Calvert Vaux, arch
itect ; that new plans, specifications and estimates be prepared 
for the fitting up of the students' and curators' rooms in said 
building, and that when they are so prepared the Secretary 
insert the necessary advertisements for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 111 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commil,\sio~ers Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-B. 

Worth Monument. 

From Mr. John R. Shields, Commander of Post No. 100 of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, asking permission to dec

orate the Worth Monument on Decoration Day, the 30th 
inst. 

i 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that th€l permission requested 
be granted. 

Arlopted. 

Engineering Corps. 

From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, stating that 
Mr. E. A. Miller, Rodman, Mr. J. C. Trimble, Chainman, and 
Mr. Peter Kelly, Axeman, have worked under his directions on 
construction works of the Department at various times since 
the 15th ,January last, but have received no compensation 
therefor. 

(Minutes, January 13, 1876, p. 517) 

Laid on the table. 

At this point Commissioner O'Donohue entered the meeting 
and 'took his seat. 

Licenses on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the subject of the licenses on the 
parks was made a special business for the meeting of tLe 19th 
inst., but as there was not time to consider the subject at that 
meeting it was laid over, and was now in order. 

(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 21.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred 
to the President to report. 

Adopted. 

.Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following I'aport : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and auditfld the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Claffiin, H. B., & Co., toweling .......... Maint. andGovmt. 

P. and P .•....• $4 60 



66 [Wednesday, 

Commercial Advt. Al's'n, advertising .... City Hall Park 

Pavement ..... $:2 80 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. alldP .... ,.. 3 GO 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . ... .••. 2 80 

Museum Natural 

History .. > •••• 4 ('0 

Maint., etc., 2:id 

aud 24 th 'Yarcls 2 80 

16 00 

Kcuffel (\-; Esser, repairs to tapes ........ Slll>~·cyillg, laying' 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th \,~ ards, etc. 6 00 
King, Brigg's '" Co., files ............. City Parks Tmpt. 

Fund. • . ..•. .. . 14 ~8 

Kreischer, I3., &; Son, fire brlck and clay .. Musenm Natmal 

History........ 42,.) 

Murphy &; Nesbit, hrick ................ Museum Natural ,/ 

History ..... ,. $119 00 

City Parks 1ll11't. 

Fund ......... . 127 50 

246 Gf) 

McDermott, John, meat ............... Maint. an(l Govrnt. 

P. Hnd P ...... . 181 25 

Norris &; Williams, labor and mat'ls .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 5 43 

Rollins, Trne W., labor and mat'ls ..... , .:Museum Natural 

History ..... . 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed ......... , .Maint. and GoYmt. 

P. and P ....... . '7375 

Wiebnsch &; Hilger Hardware Co., 

scythes ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 31 50 

$5,614 16 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Pluces. ... .... ,aoo 13 

City Parks Improveinent l<und. . . .. . .. .........•...... 144 68 

Museum of Natural History. . . .. . ... . . .. .............. 5,157 75 

City Hall Purk Puvement ........... " . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 2 80 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc... . .. 6 00 

-- $5,61416 

Amounting in the ag'greg-ate to the sum of fifty.six hundred and fourteen 

dollars und sixteen cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DO);Om;E. t A7ld'iting . 
H. G. STEBBI:'iS, . f Committee. 

New York, :May 24th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, anu it was determined in the affirmative , 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Construction Works. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 
proceed with the following works of constl'Uction, viz. : 

1. The completion of Madison Square fountain. 
2. The completion of Five Points Park. 
3. Repairs to a,rchitectural structures on Central Park, ex

cept the decoration of the Mineral Springs and the Music 
Stand. 

4. The completion of the entrance to the Central Park at 
l02d Street and Fifth Avenue. 
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5. The building of the foundation of the enclosing wall of 
Central Park at 74th Street and Fifth Avenue, and placing a 
neat picket fence at the same place. 

6. The placilJg of pier-stones at each side of the following 
entrances to the Central Park, viz., HOth Street and Fifth 
Avenue, and llOth Street and Sixth Avenne, and 1l0t,h Street 
and Seventh Avenue. 

7. The completion of the public places at 68d and 66th 
Streets and the Boulevard. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Record Vault. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution, viz. : 
Resolved, That the (Superintendent be, and is hereby, directed 

to proceed with the construction of the Record Vault in the 
Museum (the old Arsenal) in accordance with the plans here
tofore approved. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 678.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Dohohne, 1Vet

more~4. 

Engineer for Eng-inc, 23cl and 24th \,~ arcls. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that John Snyder, be ap
pointed an engineer to take charge of the engine used for 

sprinkling the Jerome A venue in the 23d and 24th Wards, and 

that his pay pa fixed at $2.40 per day. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'J)onohue, Wet
more--4 . 

Foremen T. W. Geary and John Meehan. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that foreman T. W. Geary 
be discharged from the service of the Department, from and 
after the 25th inst., and that :Mr. John Meehan be appointed 
foreman in his place, and his pay fixed at $4.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

',,- thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

Restoration of Laborers. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Superintendent 
of Parks be authorized..t0 restore the ~ollowing laborers, &c., 
who have been absent on account of sickness, viz., Francis 
Kenney, stone-cutter; Daniel Foley, laborer, and Patrick Horan. 
laborer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wouhf 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative" 

',-, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more--4. 

Third Avenue Paving, 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the whole amount of 
the bill of Mr. Wm. H. Grant, Engineer, for professional servi-
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ces in examining the pavement of Third Avenue, viz., $297, and 
which bill was presented to the Board on the 30th March, and 
reported on by ex-Commissioner Williamson on the 21st April, 
1876, be ordered to be paid to said Wm. H. Grant, and that it 
be referred to the President to report what appropriation, if 
any, the same can be charged to. 

(Minutes, April 21. 1876. p. 769.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 5.30 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 31st inst., at 3 o'clock 
P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

, 

/ 
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WEDNESDAY, M& Y 31st, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 24th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Concord Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding the 
following resolution, adopt,ed by that Board on the 25th inst., 

viz. : 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Parks be, and are 

hereby, respectfully requested forthwith to report to thi" Board why work upon 
Concord Avenue, suspended more than one year since, has not been resumed. 

(Minutes, Dec. 3, 1875, p. 447.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, notifying the Department that on the 26th inst. saia 
Board authorized the Oomptroller of the city to issue $25,000 
of "Oity Parks Improvement Fnnd Stock.'1 

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 5.) 

Filed. 
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At this point Commissioner O'Donohue entered the meeting 
and took his seat. 

East River Park. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 
LAW DEPARTMENT, } 

Office of the Counsel to the Corporation, 
Nl£w YORK, 23d May, 1876. 

Hon. WILLIAM R. MARTIN, 

President of the Department 
of Public Pm'ks : 

Sir,-In reply to your letter of the 12th instant, requesting certain informa
tion, I have to advise you that the report of the Commissioners appointed to ac
quire title to the East River }'ark, between 84th and 80th streets, was confirmed 
April 1st, 1876. The total amount of awards was $215,119.84. These awards 
were made to 57 different persons, whose names appear upon the abstracts, filed 
in the office of the County Clerk and the Commissioner of Public Works. 

I do not send the names, owing to their number, but will do so if you desire. 
The title to the park became vested in the city upon the confirmation of the re

port of the Commissioners, and the day fixed in such report for the practical 
opening of the park was April 15th. 1876. 

The Department of Public Parks can take immediate possession of this park 
and is not obliged to wait until the owners have been paid the amount of their 
awards by the city. 

I am, sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) WILLIAM C. WmTNEY, 

Counsel to the Oorporation. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be entered at 
length en the minutes and filed. 

Adopted. 
From Mr. James Hogg, complaining of the manner in which 

the houses on said East River Park, occupied by a Mr. Sulzer 
are being conducted, and requesting this Department to interfere 

in the matter. 
(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 15.) 

Filed. 
Wool. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he had de
livered to the Acting Property Clerk 85 sheep fleeces, and one 
Llama fleece. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be author
ized to have said fleeces sold at public auction. 

Adopted. 

/ 

• 
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Grove Street, 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 
that, in compliance with instructions from the President, he had 
notified Mr. James Green to have the fence which crosses 
Grove Street, on the east side of Forest Avenue in the 24th 
Ward removed. That Mr. Green consents to do so, but asks 
permission to keep up the fence until November next, as be 
has planted a large number of shrubs, &c., on the ground which 
would now be injured if removed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 23d and 
24th Wards be directed to notify Mr. Green to remove said 

. fence on or before the said first day of November, 1876. 

Adopted. 

St. Paul's Church. 

From Rev. Alfred Young, Rector of the Church of St. Paul 
the Apostle, situate at 59th Strep.t and 9th Avenue, inviting the 
Commissioners to be present at the laying of the corner stone 
of said Church on the 4th June, 1876. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Secretary be di
rected to reply to said invitation, accepting it. 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Squall/. 

From Mr. Henry G. Autenrieth, Chairman of a Oommittee 
of Citizens, asking permission to hold a mass meeting in 
Tompkins Square, on Friday, June 2d, 1876, at eight o'clock 
P. M., for the pmpose of giving expression to public opinion in 
reference to said square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. H. Baumann, asking permission to pave with Bel-
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gian pavement, and at his own expense, a small portion of 
Elton Avenue, at its junction with Third Avenue, and opposite 
his premises. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said permission be 

granted, on the condition that said pavement is laid under the 
directions of the Engineer of Construction, and at the sole 
cost and expense of Mr. H. Baumann. 

Adopted. 

Laborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 
the following number of laborers, mechanics, &c., to carryon 
the works ordered on the 24th in st., viz. : 12 masons,4 stone
cutters, 3 carpenters, 2 painters, 60 laborers, and 2 double 
teams. 

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 07.) 

Commissioner S'l'EBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That when the laborers, mechanics, &c., required 

by the Superintendent, as mentioned in his communication, 
are employed, their pay be fixed at the rates paid by the 
Department of Pnblic Works for similar description of work; 

. and that it be referred to the President, to ascertain and report 
said rates of pay. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Comptroller of the city, as its financial 

officer, be respectfully requested to give this Department his 
opinion upon the propriety of reducing the wages now allowed 
to laborers, mechanics, &c., to the rates now allowed by the 
Department of Public Work!;, and that the resolution offered 
by Commissioner Stebbins in relation thereto, be laid on the 
table until his reply is received. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 697.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, offered by Commissioner Wetmore, 
and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, .O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

./ 
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Oommissioner 0' DONOHUE then moved that ~he number of 
laborers, mechanics, &c., required by the Superintendent of 
Parks be employed at the present rate of wages, unless on 
receipt of the reply of the Oomptroller the wages be reduced. 

/ The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, 0' Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting th(1t the ex
cavation, grading and curbing of the whole of Tompkins 
Square is included in the terms of the contract lately awarded 
to Stephen Roberts. 

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 52.) 

And that the following WOl'ks are necessary to be done in 
order to complete the improvement of the square, viz. : 

I.-The mason and iron work of the arbor, at an estimated 
cost of $10,000. 

(Minutes, .April 19, 1876, p. 748.) 

II.-The finishing of the resetting of the fence, at an esti
mated cost of not exceeding $1,000. 

lH.-The shaping and grading of the southwest corner of 
said square, at an estimated cost of $3,000 to $4,000, and which 
work can best be done by days' labor. 

IV.-The planting of trees and shrubs, at an estimated cost 
of $()OO to $700. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of the treat
ment of the northwest corner of Tompkins Square, being the 
portion in which it is proposed to locate an arbor, be referred 
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back to the Landscape Architect and Superintending Architect, 
for their report and estimate of the expense. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to proceed with and compete the work of finishing 

the resetting of the fence on Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to proceed with and complete the work of shaping and 
grading the southwest corner of Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to proceed with and complete the work of planting 
trees and shrubs on Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determiued in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbips, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Mount St. Vincent. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the build-

/ 
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ings at Mount St. Vincent are considerably out of repair, and 
recommending the following repairs to be made, the cost of 
which he estimates at $1,000, viz. : 

To repair the veranda and entrance porch on south side of 
principal building. 

To repair the flooring and other portions of the rear veranda. 
To repair the blinds. 
To repair the woodwork in the south wing. 
To paint the entire outside and all the blinds of the build

ings with one good coat of paint. 
The PRESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make an 

agreem.ent with the lessee of the refreshment saloon in said 
building, to have. the repairs recommended by the Super
intendent of Parks made under his directions, and that the 
cost thereof, not exceeding $1,000, be deducted from the 
amount payable by said lessee. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as fo1lows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally and recommended that tbe 
, Director of the Menagerie be authorized to exchange a pair of 

Kerry calves, which have been bred on the Central Park, for 
the following animals and birds required in the Menagerie, viz. : 
1 African porcupine, 4 monkeys and 3 parrots; and he pre
sent(;ld a communication of the Director of the Menagerie, 
stating the value of the calves at $30, and that of the animals 

and birds mentioned at $50. 

(Minutes, May 24,1876, p. 62.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the report of the Pres
ident be accepted ;1nd adopted. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

Museum of 'Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had furnished to 
the Trustees of the America,n Museum of Natural History the 

information asked for by the resolutions presented at th~ last 
meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, M[\y 24, 1876, p. 61.) 

Accepted. 

Riverside Park, Sale of Houses. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that it be referred, with 
power, to the President to prepare advertisements and have 
sold at public auction such houses on Riverside Park as he 
may deem expedient to have removed prior to the construction 
of said Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

John Tuomey, Inspector on Paving 3d Avenue. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that John Tuomey be ap
pointed Inspector on the work of paving Third Avenne, in the 
23d Ward, in place of John Meehan, lately appointed foreman, 
on the Parks; that, as he has performed the duties of Inspector 
sinee the 26th instant, his appointment take effect from that 
date, and that his pay be fixed at $3.50 per day. 

(Minutes, May 19 tlnd 24,1876, pp. 53 and '19.) 

.,1 

• 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

E. C. Morrison . 

. Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That from and after the 1st June, 1876, the salary 

of Mr. E. C. Morrison, Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 
Wards, be fixed at $2,500 per annum. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 6615.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered as a substitute therefor, the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That from and after the 1st June, 1876, the salary 
of J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, be fixed 
at $4,000 per annum, and that of Mr. E. C. Morrison, Super
intendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, at $2,500 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order, as the 
subject of the salary of Mr. J. J. R. Croes was not before the 
Board. 

Commissioner STEBBINS appealed to the Board from the 
ruling of the President. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would sustain his ruling, and it was determined in the affirma
tive by the following vote: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

The .PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to the original resolution offered by Commissioner 
O'Donohue, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority 
of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-l • 
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Reduction of Salaries. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That from and after June 1st, 1876, the salaries of 
the undermentioned employes be reduced to the amounts per 
annum set opposite to their names respectively, viz. : 

J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer ......... From $5,000 to $4,000 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect .....•. " .. , .. 6,000" 15,000 
Julius Munckwitz, Supt. of Parks and Supt'g Archt... ... " 5,000" 4,000 
Wm. Irwin, Secretary........... ..................... " 4,500" 3,1500 
H. A. Martin, Chief Clerk, Office of D. and S.... ..... ... " 3,000" 2,500 
Geo. S. Greene, Engineer;of Construction. . . ... . . .. . . . . .. " 5,000" 4,500 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said resolution be 
laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion moved by Commissioner O'Donohue, and 
it was determined in the affirmative, a majOlity of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the salary of Mr. J. J. R. 
Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, be fixed from and 
after June 1st, 1876, at $4,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega

. tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Isaac Evans. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Isaac Evans, Assistant 
Secretary, be, and hereby is, discharged from the employment 
of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined~ in the affirmative, 

/ 



/ 

r 

May 31, 1816.] 81 

a majprity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, WetIDore--3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Gao. C. Coffin. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. George C. Coffin be appointed 
Assistant Secretary, from and after June 1st, 1876, at a salary 
of $1,800 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

D. P. Lord. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE movEld that from and after .June 
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. D. P. Lord, First Clerk, be fixed at 
the sum of $2,400 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

James C. HaWley. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Mr. James C. Hawley 
be appointed a clerk, from and after June 1st, 1876, and that 
his salary be fixed at $1,200 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmathre, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 0 'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Henry Koster, J. B. Andrews. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Mr. Henry Koster, 
Captain, and Mr. J. B. Andrews, Foreman, both of whom have 
been heretofore suspended, be, and hereby are, discharged from 
the employment of the Department. 

(Minutes, March 5, 1875, p. 560 and March 30, 1876, p. 725.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

W. Van Valkenburgh. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that from and after June 
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. W m. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing 
Clerk, be fixed at the sum of $3,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Wm. A. Conklin. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that from and after June 
1st, 1876, the salary of Mr. Wm. A. Conklin, Director of the 
M.enagerie, be fixed at the sum of $:l,OOO pel' annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agtee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

/ 

, 

.. 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

J. F. Belton. 

Commissioner O'DoNoHUE moved that Mr. Joseph F. Belton, 
Clerk, be, and he is hereby, discharged, from the employment 
of the Department. 

rfhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agI!ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Stebbins-I. 

John F. Carroll. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Mr. John F. Carr,oll 
be appointed, from and after June 1, 1876, a Clerk in place of 
Mr. J. F. Belton, discharged, and that his salary be fixed at 
$1,200 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-So 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Wm. R. Kingsland. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Mr. Wm. R. Kings
land be appointed Property Clerk from and after June 1st, 
1876; that his salary be fixed at $1,000 per annum, and that 
he be required to execute a bond, with two responsible sureties, 
in the sum of $2,500 for the faithful discharge of his duties, as 
required by the by-laws. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, WetmOl'e-S. 
No-Commissioner· Stebbins. 

Suspension of Laborers. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That hereafter no laborer, mechanic or team in the 

employ of this Department shall be suspended or discharged 
by the Superintendent or Foremen (unless for the following 
causes, viz., neglect of duty, intoxication, want of work, or in
efficiency,) without first notifying the Board of the same for its 
action in the matter. When men are suspended for either of 
the reasons noted above, they shall have a proper trial before 
the Superintendent within two days after said suspension, and 
a report from the Superintendent shall be submitted to the 
Board with his recommendation for its final action. 

(Minutes, May 19,18'76, p. 54.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Laborer! Pay. Roll. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to prepare and submit to the Board, at the next meet
ing, a reply to the letter of the Comptroller of the city, dated 
the 11th May, 1876, and printed on page 39 of the Minutes. 

(Minutes, May 19th, 18'76, p. 39.) 

Adopted. 

Menagerie Grounds. 

The PRESIDENT presented a plan for the arrangement of the 
grounds and houses of the animals of the Menaget'ie, and 
moved that the ground plan of the arrangement of the land 

/ 
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be approved and adopted, and that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to submit an estimate of the cost of enclos
ing the grounds with a wire fence. 

The PRE8IDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. ' 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned to meet 
on Friday, the 2d June, 1876, a.t 4 o'clock P. M. 

WIll.. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P . 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 9d, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

A communication was received from Commissioner Stebhins,. 
'" stating that he was unable to be present. 

\ 

A quorum not being present, the meeting adjournedIwithout 
. transacting any business. 

WM.lRWIN, 
Secretary~D. p. p . 
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WEDNESDAY, .JUNE 7th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS. 

A quorum not being present, the meeting adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Friday, the 9th instant, 

\ at 3 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P . 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 9th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of May 31st, June 
2d and 7th, 1876, were read and approved. 

Manhattan Square. 

Before proceeding with the order of business, the PRESIDENT 
moved that Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles, who wished to be heard 
in reference to the improvement of Manhattan Square, be re
ceived. 

Adopted. 
Mr. Ruggles then addressed the Board with reference to 

that subject, and urged the immediate improvement of the 
square, and handed in a written statement in relation thereto, 
which was received, and on motion of Commissioner WETMORE, 
referred to the President to report upon. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From his Honor the Mayor, calling the attention of the De
partment to the condition of Tompkins Square, and asking 
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why the work on said square was discontinued last year and 

not resumed as yet. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 75.) 

The PRESIDENT submitted the following report, which he had 

prepared in reply to the communication of his Honor the 

Mayor, and moved that it be approved and forwarded to his 

Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

REPORT ON THE SUBJECT OF TOMPKINS SQUARE. 

I.-The plan of this square provides a central quadrangle, 
with a gravel surface, for a military parade ground, lea'ling 
triangular spaces at each corner of the square, to be planted 
and treated as parks. 

Provision is made !J.t the southwest corner for a mound or 
terrace, from which the parade ground can be overlooked, and 
in the northwest corner for an ornamental arbor and fountain. 

H.-The money used in this improvement was obhined by 
act of the Legislature in 1875. The passage of the act was 
advocated by Commissioners Martin and O'Donohue, who 
visited Albany for that purpose, and they encountered no other 
opposition except that which came from the Comptroller of the 
city. 

IlL-On the 29th June, 1875, Tompkins Square was ·in
cluded in the list of works which' the Board ordered to be pro
ceeded with. 

N ext in order was the appointment of men to proceed with 
these works, but two of the Commissioners, Messrs. Stebbins 
and Williamson, would not consent that any men should be 
employed on Tompkins Square. 

On 23d September, the Board gave directions for proceed
ing with the work of construction, which included Tompkins 
Square. Mr. Stebbius alone voting against it. The requisitions 
for men to carryon this work were complied with to the extent 
of one-half that were required, so that little progress was made 
upon this work, owing to the insufficient number of men em
ployed. Successive motions were made by Commissioner 
Martin on 2dand 23d October, for additional laborers on the 
parks other than the Central Park, the first of which was 
adopted and the second rejected. 

After the commencement of the work on Tompkins Square, 
in September, its prosecution was therefore delayed by the re-

/ 
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£Usal of the Board to employ a sufficient number of men 
upon it. 

IV.-In November the Comptroller refused to pay the labor
ers at work on this square, on the ground that the work should 
be done by contract and not by the day. Delay was occa
sioned upon the pay-rolls as follows: 

Pay-roll of November 6 was not paid until December 1. 
Pay-roll of November 20 was not paid until December 14. 
On the 13th of December Mr. Stebbins moved to reduce the 

force employed on Tompkins Square to 30 men, and the motion 
was lost . 

. Owing to the legal objections raised to the prosecution of 
this work by the day, and the winter season, the work was dis
continued in January, 1876. 

In voting on this subject Commissioners Stebbins and 
Williamson stated at the time that, while they approved of the 
work, they w.ere influenced in their opposition by the opinion of 
the Comptroller that the work could be done only by contract 
and not by the day, and the statement of the Counsel to the 
Corporation that the question was doubtful. 

The work which might therefore easily have been completed 
in the summer and fall of 1875, was delayed until the spring 
of 1876. 

V.-On the 18th of March, 1876, a report was made of 
the work necessary for the completion of Tompkins Square, 
and specifications were ordered for the grading of the central 
quadrangle and setting the curb. That was all the work that 
at that time the Board consented to order. 

Bids were receivp,d on those proposals, and the contract sub
sequentlyawarded to Stephen Roberts, whose sureties have 
not yet presented themselves for approval, or been approved 
by the Comptroller, and the work has therefore not been com
menced. 

In case the contract should not go forward, a great deal of 
delay will be occasioned in obtaining a new contract, and the 
owners of property in the vicinity have made an application to 
the Board of Aldermen to give the Department authority to do 
it by days' work. 

Since the change in the Board on 1st May, 1876, the plans 
for the square have been taken up, and the work, except the 
arbor in the northwest corner, has been ordered to be prose
cuted. 

From the Comptroller of the city, returning the proposal of 
Mr. Stephen Roberts for grading and setting curb on Tomp
kins Square. without his approval of the sureties, and stating 
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that Mr. Roberts desired to substitute Mr. Bernard Maloney 
as a surety in place of Mr. Frank Vilt, one of the original 
sureties proposed. 

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 52.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the substitution of Mr. Bernard 
Maloney in place of Mr. Frank Vilt, as a surety upon the con
tract for grading and setting curb on Tompkins Square, be ap
proved and consented to. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Unexpended Balances, 1875. 

From the Comptroller of the city, calling attention to his 
request that this Department should adopt a resolution con
senting "to the transfer by the Board of Estimate and Appor
" tionment, to such purposes as they may dee~ proper," of the 
unexpended balances of 1875. 

(Minutes, .April 21, 18'16, p. 761.) 

The PRESIDENT submitted and read the following reply to 
said communication, and moved that it be approved, and that 

the Executive Committee be discharged from the further con
sideration of the subject. 

Adopted. . 

[REPLY.] 

DEl'ARTMENT OF PUBLIO PARKS, } 
, 36 Union Square. 

NEw YORK, June 9, 1876. 
Hon. ANDREW H. GREEN, 

Comptroller of the City,' 

Sir,-Iu answer to your letter of the 1st of June, requesting this Department 
to authorize the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to transfer any unex
pended balance of appropriations to this Department for the year 1875, not required 

/ 
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for the purposes thereof, we beg to say that all the unexpended balances are re
quired for the purposes of this Department. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Contract System. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation as follows ;-

LAW DEPARTMENT, t 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION. f 

NEW YORK, June 2d, 1876. 
Hon. WM R. MARTIN, 

President of the Department of Public Parks: 

Sir,-Some months since, when the pay of the laborers who had been employed 
upon the improvement of Tompkins Square was under consideration, I was re
quested by the Comptroller to give an opinion whether the contract system, as 
laid down in the charter, applied to the Department of Public Parks and to the 
work done under the authority of your Board. 

At that time I postponed the consideration of the queAtion, promisinjt that, at 
some future date, I would take it up and express my opinion. I have done so, 
and deem it proper at this time, before the summer work has been largely entered 
upon, to say that, in my opinion, the general provisions of the charter, with re
gard to doing work by contract, apply with equal force to the Park Department 
as to the other departments of the city government. The language of the charter 
creating the present Department of Public Parks provides that they" shall have 
" all the powers and duties belonging to the Department or Commissioners of 
" Parks not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act." 

The 91st section provides that" whenever any work is necessary to be done to 
" complete or perfect a particular job, or any supply is needful for a particular 
" purpose, which work and job is necessarily undertaken or supply furnished for 
"the Corporation, and the several parts of the said works or supply shall to
"gether involve the expenditure of more than $1,000, the same shall be by 
" contract," with certain exceptions thereafter named. 

I think that these two provisions, quoted together, clearly show that the gen
eral,contract system, as provided for by the charter, apply to the Park Department 
as well as to the other departments of city government. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) WM. C. WHITNEY, 
COU1U!,l to the Corp9ration. 

Filed. 

Engineers, &c., employed on Construction. 

From the Counsel to the CorpOl'ation as follows;-

LAW DEPARTMENT, t 
OFFICE OF THE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION. r 

Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 
NEw YORK, May 81,1876. 

President of the Department of PublkParks: 

Sir,-In your letter to me of the 22d instant, you quote the language used by the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment in making appropriations for the Depart-
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ment of Public Parks for the year 1876. You also state that the language so 
used does not appear to control any ot.her than maintenance moneys, which the 
Board was appropriating, and that said Board has no control over construction 
moneys to be raised upon city parks improvement fund stock, under chapter 608 
of the Laws of 1875. You also state that you are doing certain construction 
work, and that there is no surplus left for the payment of the expenses of such 
work out of the amounts appropriated by the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, and you request to be advised whether you can put engineers, axemen, 
chainmen, rodmen, &c., on construction works on pay-rolls for that work and pay 
them in that way out of such construction money. 

The question now submitted by you was considered at the request of the then 
President of the Department of Parks by this Department in the year 1874, after a 
very full examination of the matter, an opinion was given to the effect that while 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment could limit and control the expendi
tures of the Park Department, so far as the same were payable out of moneys to 
be raised by taxation, the Board had no control whatcyer over the dis}-losition of 
moneys to be raised upon bonds issued under special acts of the Legislature. (See 
Oity Record of July 22d, 1874, page 783.) 

I concur in this view of the matter, and am of the opinion that you can, there
fore, employ engineers, axemen, chainmen, rodmen, &0., upon construction works and 
pay them out of the moneys to be provided under Chapter 608 of the Laws of 1875. 

I am, Sir, 
Y ours respectfully, 

(Signed) WM. C. WHITNEY, 

OOltnsel to the 001poration. 

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 51.) 

Filed. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, with reference to the 
notice given to this Department by Messrs. Van Santvoord & 

Hauff, on behalf of their client, Mr. J. J. Schillinger, asking 
that Mr. Schillinger's patents bA respected in the work of lay
ing the pavement on the walks of the City Hall Parks, in which 

he states, " Mr. Gunther is to give a bond * * * with two 
" sureties, which will undoubtedly prevent the city from loss 
" by reason of any claim for damages on the part of Mr. Schil
" linger, and any trouble by reason of an injunction restraining 
" the laying of the pavement may be avoided by inserting in 
" the contract a clause permitting the Department, in case an 
" injunction is granted, to rescind the contract. 

" I enclose herewith a form of such a provision, which I re
" commend should be inserted in the contract. This provision 
"has been submitted to Mr. Gunther and his counsel, and 
" they consent to execute a contract with such provision in it." 

(Minutes, May 24th. 1876, p. 63.) 

Commissioner O'DoNoHuE moved that said communication 
be filed and that the provision recommended by the Counsel to 

/ 
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the Corporation be inserted in the contract awarded to Mr. H. 
A. Gunther. 

Adopted. 

Fountains. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
asking that all the fountains be closed between the hours of 7 
o'clock P. M. and 9 o'clock A. M., on account of the limited sup" 
ply of water. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Safe. 

From the Police Department, stating that instructions have 
been given to Captain Hedden, of the Thirty-third Precinct, 
to deliver to this Department the safe now in his custody and 
which formerly belonged to the town of Morrisiana. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Willis .A. venue, &c. 

From the Health Department, forwarding a copy of a report 
of Assistant Sanitary Inspector Oomfort upon the condition of 
the sewerage in Willis Avenue and the adjoining streets. 

Referred to the Engineer of Oonstruction to report upon .. 

Sewarage and drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Health Department, forwarding a copy of the fol
lowing preambles and resolution adopted at a meeting of the 
Board of Health, held on the 6th inst., viz. : 

" Whereas, The subject of sewerage and drainage in the Twenty.third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards is constantly pressed upou this Board; and 

Whereas, The health of these wards is seriously jeopardized by the want of 
adequate provision for drainage and sewerage; therefore 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be and is hereby respectfully 
requested to give this subject their earnest consideration. 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Ball and Croquet, &c., on the Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending as follows: 
1. That ball playing by the public school boys be allowed on 

• 
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the Green on Saturday afternoons, the rules heretofore apply
ing to ball playing on the Ball Ground being enforced, and a 
way being made across the transverse road from the Ball 
Ground house to the Green. . 

2. That ball playing be permitted on the North Meadow on 
Wednesday afternoons under similar regulations. 

3. That ladies be allowed to play croquet on the Green on 
Wednesdays. 

4. That little children accompanied by their mothers or 
nurses be allowed to walk or play 0n the East Green. 

5. '!'hat the Green and the North Meadows be made common 
under the usual regulations on Sundays. 

6. That the foregoing permissions shall hold good only when 
the turf is in fair condition, and that it shall be the duty of 
the Superintendent of Parks to suspend them whenever the 
ground is excessively wet or excessively dry. 

7. That a flag-staff shall be set up in each ground and suit
able flags set daily to indicate when it is closed against all 
visitors and when it is open and for what purpose. 

(Minutes, May 14, 1875, p. 28.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 
and filed and that the recommendations therein be adopted by 
the Board. 

Adopted. 

taborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that to carry out 
the work ordered on Tompkins Square, he requires the follow

ing additional laborers, &c.-2 blacksmiths, 10 horses and 
carts, 60 laborers and 2 foremen. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 75.) 

Laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

East River Park. 

From Mr. James Hogg, again complaining of the manner in 
which the East River Park is conducted by Mr. Sulzer, who 
at present occupies it. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 72.) 

• 

/ 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed and 
that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to carry out the 
improvements to the East River Park as recommended by the 
Landscape Architect. 

(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 12.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
From the Superintendent vf Parks, stating that to carry out 

the improvements to the East River Park, as recommended by 
the Landscape Architect, he requires the following additional 

laborers, &c.-40 laborers, 2 foremen, 6 carpenters. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the laborers, foremen and car
penters required by the Superintendent of Parks for the East 
River Park, as mentioned in his communication, be employed. 

Commissioner 'WETMORE moved that said motion be amended 
by adding at the end thereof the following, "and that the pay 
of the laborers be fixed at the rate of 20 cents per hour." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said amendment, and it was determined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
',,- Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolution 
as a substitute for the motion moved by the President, viz. : 

Resolved, That before the laborers, foremen and carpenters 
required by the Superintendent of Parks for the East River 
Park, as mentioned in his communication, are employed, their 
rates of pay be fixed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in 
the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 

Noe8-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said original motion, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as follows; 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Noe8-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Landscape 
Architect be directed to report whether the improvements on 
the East River Park, recommended by him, can be executed 
by contract. 

Adopted. 

Old Iron Hoops. 

From the Property Clerk, reporting that there is a large 
quantity of old iron hoops on hand, and asking instructions in 
relation to them. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Mason for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, stating that he requires a mason for a short 
time. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a mason be employed, as required 
by the Superintendent Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-



June 9,1876.] 101 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

• Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-
more~4. 

Southern Boulevard. 

From Mr. Samuel E. Lyon and from Mr. John J. Crane, 
complaining of the condition of the Southern Boulevard, and 
stating that, unless immediate repairs are made to it, the road 
will be badly damaged. 

Filed. 

C. Vaux, Architect. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, notifying the Department 
that he has entered into partnership with Mr. Geo. K. Radford, 
who will be prepared to act for him in relation to the plltlls of 
the Museums of Natural History and of Art, when neces
sary. 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. John Mahoney, stating that, in making his pro
posal for plastering the Museum of Natural History, he did 
not estimate for scratching the first coat of brown mortar, but 
that the Superintending Architect requires him to do so, and 
asking an extra allowance therefor of $984. 

Also; stating that the specifications only call for one coat of 
, brown mortar on the soffits of the stairs, but that the work 

cannot be properly done without two coats, the first of which 
should be scratched, and aRking an extra allowance therefor 
of $518. 

(Minutes, May 19, 18'16, p. 43.) 

Mr. J. Munckwitz, the Superintending Architect, and Mr. 
G. K. Radford, on behalf of Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, were then 
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recaived, and after hearing their explanation of the terms of 
the specification8, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. J. Mahoney, the contractor for the work of 

plastering the Museum of Natural History building, be in
formed that the proper interpretation of his contract calls for two 
coats of plaster and a hard finish, all to be done and executed 
to the satisfaction of the Department and the Architects and 
Superintendents, and that no extra allowance can be made for 
so doing. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Architect and Superin
tending Architect to report if any additional work than that 
called for by the specifications is required on the soffits, and if 
so, to report a fair and reasonable amount to be allowed to the 
contractor therefor. 

Adopted. 

Claremont Hotel. 

From Mr. J. G. Keator, lessee of the Olaremont Hotel, on 
Riverside Park, asking that the roof of the hotel be repaired, 
and also stating that if his rent is reduced from $75 to $50 per 
month, he will make all necessary repairs to said hotel at his 
own cost and expense. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the rent payable by said 
J. G. Keator be reduced from and after June 1st, 1876, to $50 
per month, on condition that he makes all necessary repairs to 
said hotel, and that he keeps the same in good repair there

after, and that it be referred to the President to enter into an 
agreement with him to that effect. 

(Minutes, Feb'y. 8, 1875, p. 510.) 

Adopted. 

Claim of W. H. Johnson. 

From Mr. W. R. Johnson, claiming $36 for 300 feet of bitu
minous walk, laid in Oentral Park over twelve years ago. 

(Minutes, Nov. 5, 1873, p. 381.) 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that, inasmuch as sa.id claim 
had heretofore been examined by the Department) and re-

• 
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jected, that the present application be also rejected, and that 
Mr. Johnson be so notified. 

"Adopted. 

" Fireworks, Abingdon Square. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding a 
petition from Mr. G. B. Deane, Jr., and others, residents of the 
Ninth Ward, asking that an appropriation of $250 be made 
for fireworks at Abingdon Square ou the 4th July. 

(Minutes, April 8, 18'16, p, '144.) 

Referred to the Landscape Architect. 

Booth on Battery Park. 

From Mr. J. P. Ryan, asking permission to erect a booth or 
stand on the Battery Park. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

Audit. 

CoIhmissioner O'DONOHUE, the Chairman of the Auditing 
Committee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval; 

Aftleck, Wm., & Co., oats, straw, corn, 

etc .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.... 

Bell, Tbos., single harness ..••••.•..... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Barrow, JaB. S., & Co., brushes ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

$'1 08 

24th Wards.... 42 

Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses ..•..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

and 24th Wards. 

$210 95 

45 00 

'1 50 

54 23 
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Campbell, A. W , filling ........••••. , . City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Dunne, Thos., flagstones ............... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Faure, Alfred, plants ................ City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ........ . 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line, May ........................ City Parks Imp. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Hosp, F. Philip, plants ........ , '" ., .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Jenks, E. T., locks ••.......... , ....•.. Museum of Natl. 

History ...... .. 

King, Joseph, keep of horse ............ Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-meter .... Maiut. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Moffat, David & Co., leather and sheep 

skins ........................ _ ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas-meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P .....•• 

Parsons, S. B., & Sons, trees and plants. City Parks Imp. 
Fund ......... . 

Raynolds, C. T., paints .............. ,. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ..... . 

Tatham & Bros., bar tin .... ; .......... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ...... . 

Wall's Sons, Wm., manila rope ......... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ...... . 

[Friday, 

$3,486 59 

322 50 
-~ 

1,564 85 

315 00 

$46 88 

15 62 

62 50 

297 50 

13 00 / , 

30 00 

75 50 

15 60 

I) 75 

129 -55 

$16 75 

2 50 

19 25 

4 62 

3 78 
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Valentine & Briggs, rent of office .•..•. Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . .. $1,906 25 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . .. ................... 4,292 2'1 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards......... ......... 40'1 5U 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 2'3d and 24th Wards, &c...... 84 65 

Museum of Natural History ........... . 13 00 

$40 00 

$6,'103 6'1 

--- $6,'103 6'1 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty-seven hundred and th~ee 

dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, } Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, Oommittee. 

New York, June 8th, 18'16. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ames Plow Co., spades ...... " ........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Bartlett, J. W., globes, tops, etc ... " ... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... . 

Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M ..... 

Crimmins, J. D. & T. E., building stone .. City Parks Im

provement F .... 

Colgate, Robt., & Co., white lead ... " ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•••..•.. 

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire .....•..... Maint. and G"vm't 

P. andP ...... . 

!ves, Murphy & Bonar, hats .... , ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P.and P ...... . 

Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe ........ Museum Natural 

History ..... .. 

$2'1 20 

$161 30 

34 00 

---- 195 30 

200 25 

31 50 

2'1 72 

96 25 

51 95 



" 

106 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ......... , .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Music Central 

[F1'iday, 

$20 73 

17 59 

1 00 

Park.. ........ 1 00 

Johnson, J. 0., putting up awnings ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ..•.... 

Judd Linseed &; Sperm Oil Co., sperm 

oil. ••......................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•...• 

Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M .••. 

Mallory &; Co., paints and varnish .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... . 

, Morgan, J. P., Treas., expenses Mus. Nat'l 

Hist ............ ' ...•....... , .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Roosevelt, Saml., &; Co" nails, oilers, and 

bolts .......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

I:::\lattery, Jas .• building stone .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Sanderson Bros. &; Co., st\ltll. .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Vanderbilt Bros., grass seed ...•....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Wall's, Wm., Sons, rope ............... :Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

$40 32 

5 25 

$67 76 

19 36 

87 12 

$8 00 

7 50 

15 50 

220 54 

$13 72 

4 63 

18 35 

109 50 

24 80 

163 75 

9 80 

/" 

.,.I 
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Wiebusch & Hilger Hardware Co., grass, 

hooks, ctc ..................•. Maint. and Govm'j, 

P. and P ..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

Harlem River bridgl's, repairs, improvement and maint .. . 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

Music-Central Park ................................. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

$865 59 

380 56 

1i3 36 

51 95 

1 00 

1 00 

28 36 

$1,353 46 

--- $1,353 46 

Amounting to thirteen hundred and fifty.three dollars and forty.six cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, t Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee. 

New York, June 8th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue Wet
more-4. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Pm'ks, in account with 

Joseph J. O'Don01me, T1·easurer. 

1876. CR. 

May 17. By balance......... .... .................. $2,129 53 

Maro 17 t" cas~~'~~~i~~~l.~l'o~ .r.e.n.t~,. ~i~.e~~~~: .~r.a.s~ .a.l~l: 845 60 

June 7) -- ~2,!J75 13 

1876. DR. 

May 17 } 
to .To cash paid into City Treasury ............ . 

June 7 
$630 27 

June 7. "balance.. .... ... .. .. .. .. . .... .... .... .. 2.344 86 

Wednesday, June 7,1876. 
9.30 A. M. 

MOlYlt St. Vincent. 

(Signed) 

-- $2,97513 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHl:E, 

Treasurm', D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT presented an agreement which he had pre
pared providing for the repairs to Mount St. Vincent by Mr. 
C. Ryan, the cost of which, not exceeding $1,000, shall be 
deducted from the amount payable by said C. Ryan. 

Commissioner O'Donohue moved that said agreement be 
approved, and that the President be authorized to execute 

same for and on behalf of this Department. 
(Minutes, May 31,1876, p. 77.) 

Adopted. 

Laborers' Pay.rolls. 

The PRESIDENT submitted and read the following reply, which 
he had prepared in answer to the letter of the Comptroller of 

the city dated the 11th May, 1876. 
(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 84.) 

, 



"'/" 

June 9, 1876.] 

Han. ANDREW H. GREEN, 
Compt1"Vller City of New York: 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 1 
36 Union Square. f 
NEw YORK, Juue 9,1876. 

Sm,-At a meeting of this Department on 31st May, 1876, Commissioner Steb
bins moved that" the President be requested to prepare and submit to the Board 
at the next meeting, a reply to the lelter of the Comptroller of the city, dated 11th 
May, 1876, and printed on page 39 of the minutes." 

In accordance with this request the attention of the Comptroller is called to 
sections 2, 3 and 4 of the letter addressed to him on the 17th May, 1876, and 
printed on the same page (39) of the minutes, a copy of which is enclosed. They 
show the works or purposes for which the charges are made against the dif
ferent accounts with sufficient distinctness "to enable the Finance Department to 
audit the pay-rolls of this Department." 

The sufficiency is established by the fact that on precisely such a showing the 
successive pay-rolls of the Department have been audited from 1873 to the present 
time. 

There are no records in this Department" showing the rule or method adopted 
by it for making the distribution of the amounts charged against the several, 
accouuts." The method in use is explained to you in the 4th section of the letter 
of the 17th May, above referred to. It is based upon, and is in conformity with, 
the forms heretofore prescribed by you under section 29 of the Charter of 1873. 

To the prescription that you make pursuant to that section, that in all pay -rolls 
of this Department presented to your Department for payment, "the different 
works or purposes shall be specified for which each of the charges against the 
different accounts are made, to enable the Finance Department to verify the dis
tribution of the different amounts, and audit the pay-rolls correctly "-we answer, 
first, that this is already done in the forms prescribed by you, and now in use, and 
secondly, that if you purpose, iu pursuance of the 29th section, to prescribe other 
or different" forms for keeping and rendering' the accounts," you should do so 
by examining the forms now in use, and making such changes in them, or, new 
forms, as you wish, and give them to us in time to put them in operation. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed,) WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said letter be ap
proved alid that the President be requested to transmit same 
to the Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
.~ agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Laborers' pay. Letter to Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT submitted and read the following letter 
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which he -had prepared, on the subject of the rate of the pay 
of laborers, viz. : 

HOll_ ANDREW H. GREEN, 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 

36Union Square. 
NEW YORK, June 9th, 1876. 

Comptroller of the City: 
Sir,-Below you will find a resolution offered at a meeting of this Department 

on 31st Ma.v, 1876, and secondly, a resolution adopted at the same meeting under 
which the first resolution was laid on the table. 

Commissioner Stebbins offered the following res<91ntion: "Resolved, That whin 
" the laborers, mechanics, &c., reqnired by the Snperintendent, as mentioned in his 
" commnnication, are employed, their pay be fixed at the rateR paid by the Depart
" ment of Public Works for similar description of worl" and that it be referred to the 
"President to ascertain and report said rates of pay." Commissioner 'Wetmore 
offered the following resolntion: "Resolved, That the Comptroller of the city, as 
" its financial officer, be respectfnlly reqnested to give this Department his opinion 
"npon the propriety of redncing the wages now allowed to laborers, mechanics, &c., 
"to the rates now allowed by the Dfl.partment of Public Works, and that the resoln
"tion offered by Commissioner Stebbins in l'elation thereto be laid on the table 
"until his reply is received." 

The question em braced in this resolntion has a general bearing on the financial 
interests of the city, and on the measures necessray to relieve it from its burden of 
debt and taxation. Whether the public works such as are within our province are 
prosecuted or postponed; secondly, whether, if they are prosecnted, the work should 
be done by contract or by the day; and thirdly, whether, if done by the day, the 
wages should be $2.00, the rate we pay, or should be reduced to $1,60, the rate 
paid by the Department mentioned in the resolution, are questions of prime 
moment to everyone who takes a comprehensive view of the city finances. 

Your position npon the first and second of tho~ e qucstioDe., adversely to the prose
cution of the works and in favor of the contract system when the work is under
taken, has been repeatedly and publicly annonnced, and it cannot be that the third 
question has escaped your attention, for it has beeu the subject of much discussion, 
and its decision is as important as any qnestion of economy in city expenditures. 

In presenting these resolutions, it was for us to recall to you the attitude of this 
Board in respect to this question. 

Duriug the year ending 1st May, 1876, five motions were made and lost for 
the reduction of the wages. On each occasion they were voted for by Messrs. 
Stebbins and Williamson, and voted against by Messrs. Martin and O'Donohue. 
The present is the first time the question has been presented to the Board since 
the change of its members. 

You perceive, therefore, the disposition of the Board on this question. It 
would be fortified if you concurred in their actiou in keeping up the wages, at the 
same time it leaves them ready to listen to the reasons in favor of reduction, if, 
from your standpoint as the head of the Finance Department, you favor the reduc
tion, and present your reasons for it. 

Respectfully, 
'W,\! R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. p. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said letter be approved 
and that the President be requested to forward it to the 
Comptroller of the city. 

(Minutes, May 31st, 1876, p. 74.) 

Adopted. 

/ 
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Licenses. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had made arrange
ments with the following licensees on the parks for a better 
management of their several licenses in the future, and had, sub
ject to the approval of the Department, agreed to reduce their 
fees, viz.: 

Thomas S. Dick, boat service on the Lake. 
C. J. Kane, boat service on Harlem Meer. 
John Lucas, donkey service. 
J. J. Snow, pony service. 
Joseph Scott, novelty carriage Rervice. 
Isidor Isaac, goat carriage service. 

(Minutes, May 24, 18'16, p. 65.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be ac
cepted, and that the final arrangements and the executing 
of the agreements to said licensees, be referred to the Presi
dent with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it:was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Park·keepers N. O'Hearn and James McCarthy. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President had del:\ig
nat~d to conduct the trial o! Park-keepers Nicholas O'Hearn. 
and James McCarthy, the first upon a charge of conversing for 
twenty minutes while on duty, with a citizen; and the latter on 
a charge of arresting a Mr. J as. A. Campbell without just 
cause, reported that he had examined both cases at length, and 
recommended that both charges be dismissed, and stated that 
officer McCarthy had only done his duty in the arrest of Mr. 
Campbell. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and 
adopted by the Department. 

Adopted. 

Up-town Parks. "-

The PRESIDENT presented a report upon the proper treat-
ment of the Up-town Parks, and moved that it be received 
and printed as a document of the Board. 

(See Document No. 70.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 
.Ayes-Commissioner~ Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Communication of the Comptroller of the city. / 

Commissioner STEBBINS presented a communication which 
the Comptroller of the city had addressed to Commissioners 
O'Donohue, Wetmore and himself, and movod that it be re
ceived by the Board, as the communication related to public 
business. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order, 
on the ground that the communication is a private one and is 
not addressed to the Department. 

Commissioner STEBBINS appealed to the Board from the 
ruling of the President. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

sustain his ruling, and it was de~rmined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Reduction of the FOTce in the 23d and 24th wards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the expenditures in the 23d and 

.. 
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24th wards for the maintenance of the roads, &c., were larger 
than the appropriation could afford, and moved that the force 
employed in those wards be reduced by the discharge of 
eighteen laborers and three double teams. 

~J Adopted. 

Francis Hagan, Assistant-Foreman. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE presented charges made by 
Thomas Floyd, Jeremiah Sheehan and Maurice Doyle, against 
Assistant-Foreman Francis Hagan, and moved that said 
charges be filed and that the Pre~ident appoint one of the 
Commissioners to investigate said charges and report. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissioner O'Donohue to 
investigate said charges. 

High Bridge Park Hotel. 

The PRESIDENT m:.->ved that the lessee of the High Bridge 
Park Hotel be authorized to extend the piazza of said hotel 
on the east side, at his own expense and cost, and uncleI' the 
supervision of the Superinter:ding Architect. 

Adopted. 

Bowling Green Fountain. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that the repairs to the 
fountain in the Bowling Green can properly be charged to the 
"City Parks Improvement Fund," provided by Chap. 608, 
Laws of 1875, and moved that the Superintendent be clirected 
to have said repairs made and that the cost thereof be charged 
to said fund. 

(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 00.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Entrances to Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have pier stones placed at each side of all the 

entrances to the Central Park, which have not already been 
ordered, except the entrances at Fifth Avenne and Fifty-ninth 
Street and Eight A venne and Fifty-ninth Street, and that the 
walks, drives and turf be completed at all the entrances. 

(Minutes, May 24th, 1876, p. H8.) 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the membel's of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Police. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the appointments of Sergeants Pye, Van 

Dohlen and Henry, be vacated, and that they be appointed 
patrolmen, if they apply for such appointment within three 
days from this date. 

Resolved, That the oreler, by the resolution of 8th October, 
1875, detailing Sergeant Beatty on the lower city parks, be re
scinded. 

Resolved, That patrolmen Flock and Liebenau be, and are 
hereby, appointed sergeants. 

(Minutes October 8th, 1875, p. 327.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said resolutions and the 
subject of the police force be laid over for consideration at a 

future meeting. 

Adopted. 

James MeN ally. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

/ 
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authorized to transfer James McNally, rockman, to the position 
. of skilled laborer, at the rate of pay of $2.25 per day. 

(Minutes, September 29th, 1875, p. 297.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of~ all members of the board voting in favor there
of, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, ·Wet
more-4. 

Reports of Meteorological Observatory for 1874 and 1875. 

The PRESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make requi
sition on the Board of City Record for the printing of 500 
copies of the report of the Director of the Meteorological Ob
servatory for the years 1874 and 1875, in advance of the pub
lication of the 4th general report. 

" Adopted. 

Commissioner Wetmore left the meeting at this point. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read the following com
munications: 

Senate and Assembly Bills. 

From the Comptroller of the city, asking this Department 
under what ordinance or other authority the claim of Mr. 
Sanders Wilson for supplying printed copies of the Senate and 
Assembly bills of last Session of the Legislature to this Depart
ment can be charged to the "City Parks Improvement Fund." 

(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 540.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 
Gardening Force. 

From the Landscape Architect, stating that unless more 
assistance is given to the Superintending Gardener, the young 
plantations may be seriously injured, and recommending that 
three gardeners be appointed immediately, and that ten extra 
laborers be allowed to work under the orders of the I::iuperin
tending Gardener during the remainder of the present month. 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 
and the employing of the gardeners and transferring of the 
laborers required be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Water in Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the De
partment of Public Works should. be requested to allow a larger. 
supply of water to the Oentral Park than has usually been 
allowed from the Oroton Water Works. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be request
ed to communicate with the Oommissioner of the Department 
of Public Works in relation to said subject. 

Adopted . 

. Andrew McTaii and Karl Deusen. 

From Mr. Andrew McTail and also from Mr. Karl Deusen 
applying to be appointed on the police force. 

Laid on the table. 

Religious Services on the Parks. 

From Mr. Horace Winans, asking permission to hold religious 
services on the lower city parks on Sundays. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Winans be informed 
that it is contrary to the established policy and rules of the 
Department to grant permission for the holding of religious 

services on the public parks. 
(Minutes, July 21, 1875, p. 142.) 

Adopted. 

.. 
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J. D. Armstrong, Inspector. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that on visiting 
the work of paving Third Avenue, on the 8th inst., he found that 
Inspector J. D. Armstrong was absent and had not been on the 
work since eleven o'clock A. M. the day before. 

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. 772.) 

Referred to the President to examine and report. 

Concord Avenue. 

The President then reported verbally that the opinion of the 
Counsel to the Corporation dated Dec. 1st, 1875, upon the con
dition of Concord Avenue and the laws affecting the prosecu
tion of the work, was the best explanation of the subject which 
could be given to the Board of Aldermen, and he moved that 
a copy of said opinio:n be sent to that Board. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 71.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of Oommissioner O'DoNoHuE, the Board adjourned 
at 6.25 o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY JUNE, tLlth,lS'70. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Presen t-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 

O'DONOHUE. 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 9th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Central Bridge. 

,From the Comptroller of the city, calling the attention of 
this Department to the fact that the repairs of Central Bridge 
exceed $1,000, and asking whether said work has been author
ized to be done without contract, as required by section 91 of 
the Charter. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 18'75, p. 166.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 

F. 1.,. Olmsted, Landscape Architect. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that" it is stated 
"that Mr. Frederick L. Olmsted holds several public offices 
"under the State and Federal government," and that to aid 
in properly adjusting and paying the amount due to him, an 
affidavit had been appended to the pay-roll of this Depart
ment for Mr. Olmsted to make. 

Filed. 
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S. B. Smith. 

From Mr. Samuel B. Smith, Assistant Division Engineer, re
signing his position in the Department. 

Accepted. 

F. S. Odell. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
Mr. Frederick S. Odell as Assistant Division Engineer in place 
of Mr. Smith, resigned. 

Filed. 

Removal of Monuments. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, asking that the 
Department request the Board of Aldermen to pass the 
ordinance for the prevention of the removal of monuments, as 
heretofore transmitted to his Honor the Mayor. 

(Minutes, Feby 5, 1876, p. 603.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be request
ed to address a communication to the Board of Aldermen urg
ing the passage of said ordinance. 

Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

Frolll the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. Nathan 
has offered to place an elephant on exhibition at the Menag
erie, on condition that it is fed by the Department on grass so 

long as the grass is in season, after which time Mr. Nathan 
will provide food for it. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 1876, p. 664.) " 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that permission be granted 
to the Director of the Menagerie to take said elephant on ex
hibition, on the terms mentioned. 

Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

From the director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. John 
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Welsh, President of the Board of Finance of the International 
Exhibition, requests that four swans be lent to him for the 
purpose of exhibition on the lake in the exhibition grounds. 

Referred to the President, with power. 

Filling for Manhattan Square. 

From Mr. Robert Jardine, offering to deliver any amount, up 
to 20,000 cubic yards, of earth filling on Manhattan Square for 
twenty-five cents per cubic yard. 

(Minutes, May lOth, 1876, p. 15.) 

Referred to the Superintendent to report upon. 

Concord Avenue. 

From Mr. F. H. Nash, in relation to the condition of Concord 
Avenue. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 117.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Byrne, Jas. E., oats, straw, etc ......... Maint. ani! Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Cartwright, Wm., fish and vegetables ... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P ..... . 

Campbell & Co., weekly digest ....•.... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... $5 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... 500 

Dripps, M., maps ..................... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Donegan, C. E., bread ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•.... 

$382 61 

39 85 

10 00 

Hi 00 

60 59 
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Eureka Chair &; Seat Co., repairs to 

chairs .........................••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Hazard Powder Co., fuse ............. City Parks Irnpt. 

Fund .......... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas metro ....... Maint and Go,mt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

Janes & Kirtland, bronze railing ....... City Parks Irnpt. 

Fund .......... . 

Lester Oil Company, oil. ............ Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Martin, J. M. C., & Sons, feather duster . Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

[ Wednesday, 

$8 85 

52 50 

31 07 

$28 16 

26 59 

9 27 

2 00 
---- 66 02 

2,150 00 

41 85 

$12 25 

24th Wards.. . . . 65 

Mallory & Co., rosin, paints, &e ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......••. 

Metropolitan Gas I.ight Co., gas metre. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••.... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings ....... M",int. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Maint., etc., ~3d 

and 24th Wards. 

N. Y. Express Co., advertising ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Museum Natural 

History ....... .. 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

12 90 

$33 10 

65 80 
98 90 

55 75 

$61 35 

3 08 
64 43 

$4 20 

5 40 

3 90 
---- 13 50 

" 

" 
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Parry, Henry, stone monuments ••..••• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Thomson, James, rent of office .•.•. , ••• Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

United Farmers' Milk Co., milk .•..•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Verplanck Bros., leather and grease .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Wheatley, R. R., hay, straw and oats .•• Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Wall's Sons, Wm., manila rope ........ Suspension bridge, 

etc., over Harlem 

River ......... . 
Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, screws, bolts, 

&c ..•.••..•.••....••..•...•.•.•. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

$200 00 

60 00 

22 32 

$14 00 

Ii 92 

---- 19 92 

4090 

'1 50 

$10 '15 

13 56 

---- 24 31 

----

RECAPITULATION. 

Mainten.ance and Government of Parks and Places ..... '" $810 31 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... " 2.520 '16 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ......... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards....... • ••....•.• 

Museum Natural History .....•••••••........••••••.•.. 

'15 65 

5'1 15 

'1 40 

Suspension bridge, etc., over Harlem River.............. '1 50 

$3,4'18 '1'1 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty.four hundred and seventy· 

eight dollars and seventy.seven cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, June 14th, 18'16. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Auditing Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit ~aid bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Tax Maps of 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDEN'l' presented a certified copy of Chapter 411, 
Laws of 1876, which makes it the duty of this Department to 
make maps of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards for 
the use of the Department of Taxes and Assessments. 

Commissioner O'Donohue moved that said certified C'Jpy of 
Chapter 411, Laws of 1876, be filed, and that it be referred to 
the President to report the best method of carrying out the du
ties imposed upon the Department by said act. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Calvert Vaux, architect, and 
Mr. J. Mahoney, contractor for the plastering of the Museum 

of Natural History building, be notified to be present at the 
next meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 101.) 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the following resolution adopted 
on May 5th, 1870, be continued in force for one month from 
this date, namely: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to 
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transfer twenty-five laborers from construction works to the 
maintenance of parks and places for a period of one month 
from this date, and that during said month he be not restricted 
to the sum of $4,500 fortnightly for the wages of laborers em
ployed on the maintenance of parks and places. 

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. '1.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Special Police. 

The PRESIDENT reported that in order to prevent disorder 
at this season of the year on the Central Park, it was necessary 
to appoint some skilled detectives for a short time. He there
fore moved that George Macomb, James Murphy and Edward 
G. Tully be, and hereby are, appointed special policemen until 
August 1st, 1876, and that their pay be fixed at $2.60 per day. 

(Minutes, July 1st, 18'15, p. 128.) 

The PRESIDENT 'put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more--.:4. 

E. C. Morrison. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Mr. E. C. Morrison, 
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
be discharged from the employment of the Department from 
and after the 21st June, 1876. 

(Minutes, March 3d, 18'16, p. 665.) 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said motion be laid on 
the table until the next meeting of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Stebbins, and 
it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins.,....-l. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10 
o'clock A.. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 



. , 

, 

Wednesday, J~lne 21, 1876.J 127 

WEDN~SDAY, JUNE 9lst, 1876. 

9:30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following work· and supply, viz.:. 

I.-Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading 
from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue. 

(Minutes, Api·iJ 21, 1876, p. 763.) 

n.-Three thousand cubic yards of screened gravel. 

(Minutes, l\Ia}' 19, 1876, p. 58.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 
The Comptroller of the City. 

I. 

Paving the Roadway through Washington Square. 

Twelve .proposals were received for this work, but before 
opening alid reading them the Comptroller of the City objected 
to their bein~ opened, on, the ground that the work of repav
ing said roadway was the duty of the DepaTtment of Public 
Works and not of the Department of Public Parks. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the opening and 
reading of the proposals for this work be postponed until Wed
nesday' the 28th June, 1876, at ~:30 o'clock A. M., for the pur
pose of obtaining the opinion of tlle Counsel to the Corpora
tion upon the question raised by the Comptroller. 

Adopted . 

• 

. ! 
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II. 

Three Thousand Cubic Yards of Screcneu Gravel. 

The following proposals were received for this supply, viz.: 

1. John A. Bouker ..................................... ~2 10 per cubic yard. 

2. A. J. Howell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .................... 1 98 

3. Egbert H. Fairchild ............................... 1 94 

4- John S. Masterson ............................ " ... 2 09 

5. Jesse Ryder ...................................... 2 10 

The Oomptroller then retired, and the Board met in regular 
session at 10 o'clock A. lIi. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

O'DONOHUE. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 9th and 14th 
inst. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Mill Brook Sewer in Brook Avenue. 

From the Olerk of the Oommon Oouncil, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a sewer, with the necessary receiving basins aud cuI verts be 
built, commencing in tide water in the kills near Harlem River and extending 
along Brook Avenue to a point in 165th Street, in the Twenty-tbird Ward of the 
city of New York; that said sewer, basins and culverts be constructe!} under the 
direction of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks', "ho may 
appoint thereon assistant engineers, assistants and inspectors, and that the ac· 
companying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen June 8th, 1876, Three-fourths of all the 
members elected voting in favor thereof, having been first advertised, as 
required by law. 

Approved by the Mayor June 15, 1876. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 709.) 

Filed. 

George H. Forster. 

From the Oomptroller of the city, stating that MI'. George 
H. Forster had lodged a claim in the Finance Department for 

J 
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$500 'on account of his horse having broken his leg on June • 
1st, 18713, on the old Post-Road in the 24th Ward, and asking to 
be furnished with the facts and circumstances connected with 

the matter. 
Referred to the President to investigate and reply: 

Trees .and Shrubs. 

From the Comptroller of the city, asking to ~e informed 
where the trees and shrubs described in a bill of S. B. Parsons 

& Sons, amounting to $129.55, were planted. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Brook A venue Opening. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that the a~arcls 
and assessments for opening Brook Avenue from tide-water to 
the Harlem Railroad at 165th street, are as follows, viz. : 

. Total Awards ......................... $234,574 40 

Assessed on property owners. 122,230 00 
Assessed on the city ......... , 121,824 40 

Filed. 

Total assessment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 244,054: 40 
(Minutes, .July 29,1874, p. 173.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 

Pui>lic Parks hereby direct that the public fund or stock au
thorized and directed to be created by Section 7, of Chapter 604 
of the Laws of the State of New York, passed June 5th, 1874, 
shall be issued at such time 01' times, and in such manner, of ~uch 
description and in such amounts as the Comptroller of the 
city of New York, in compliance with the provisions of said 
section, shall from time to time find to be necessary to provide 
funds for the payment of the damages awarded by the Com
missioners of Estimate and Assessment, and of the expenses, 
charges and disbursements, in a certaitn proceflding instituted 

, by virtue of said chapter, to wit: . 
In the matter of the application of the Dep!J.rtment of Pub

lic Parks, for and in behalf of the Mayor; Aldermen and Com
monaltyof the city of New York, 'relative to the opening of. 
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Brook Avenue from tide-water to the Harlem Railroad at 165th 
• street, in the city of New York. 

Such public fund or stock shall be payable not more than 
forty years from date of issue thereof, and shall bear interest 
paya,ble half-yea,rly, at a rate not exceeding seven per cent . 

. per annum, and the total amount of such fund or stock hereby 
directed to be issued shall not exceed the sum of one hundred 
and twenty-one thousand eight hundred and twenty-four dollars 
and forty cents, and shall be issued in sums composed of even 
hundreds of dollars, and for not less thau the par value thereof. 

Proposals. for said funel or stock shall be invited by said 
Oomptroller by advertisement for the period of ten days, and 
1;he fund or stock shall be awarded by the Oomptroller to the 
person or persons, corporation .or corporations who shall offer 
the highest premium for the same, except that said fund or 
stock, or any portion thereof, may be subscribed for and 
awarded to the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund of the eity 
of New York, without proposals being invited for the same in 
the manner aforesaid; and the said Comptroller shall, upon 
the payment of the price for which said fund or stock shall be 
so awarded, issue certificates therefor in such form as said 
Comptroller may direct, and as nearly as may be in the usual / 
form of stock of the c~mnty of New York heretofore issued. 

~rhe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting- in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes;-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

Avenue B. 

From the Commissioner of the Departmellt of Public Works, 

asking that the fences and sheds now standing within the lines 

of Avenue B, between Eighty-fourth and Eighty-sixth streets, 

be removed to the grounds of the East River Park. 
(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 98.) 

Filed. 

East River Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, reporting that none of the 

J 
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.work of improving the East River Park can well be done by 
contract, except thl\ painting. 

(Minutes, June 9. 18'76, p. 100.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. C. Vaux, architect, was unable 
to be in attendance to-day, as he had to leave the city on 
business, and he presented a letter from him in which he 
states that the reason why there is an extra amount of plaster
ing work required to be done on the soffits of the stairs of the 
Museum of Natural History building, is, that Mr. T. W. Rol
lins, the contractor for the iron work of said building, was 
allowed to substitute iron lath in place of. fire-proof blocks 
under the stairs, and that Mr. Rollins had agreed, and was 
now proceeding to have this extra. plastering done at his own 
expense. 

Mr. J. Mahoney, the co:utractor for the plastering of said 
bliilding, was then received, and he explained that the scratch
ing o! the first coat of plaster was not mentioned in the specifi
cations, and that he had not estimated on doing that work. 
That the three coats of plaster could be laid without scratch
ing, but that it would not be as good or as satisfactory work. 
The Superintending Architect was then received, and stated 
that he would advise that the first coat be scratched, and 
stated that he would not allow the contrac'tor to proceed until 
he did so. 

(Minutes. June 14, 1876, p. 124:) 

Commissioner O'DONODUE then moved that John Mahoney be 
allowed a sum, not exceeding four hundred dollars ($400), Jor 
the work of scratching the first coat of plaster on the Museum 

\o( Natural History Building, the work to be executed to the 
satisfaction of the Superintending Architect. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it Was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Boocd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-

more-4. " 

Telegraph Poles. 

From the Superintendent of the Fire Alarm Telegraph, of 
the Fire Department, asking for permission to place additional 
telegraph poles on the north side of Mount Morris Park. 

The PRESIOENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Whereas, The placing of telegraph poles on the sidewalks 
of the parks is very detrimental and injurious to the parks. 

Resolved, That the Fire Department be, and hereby is, re
quested and recommended to place their telegraph poles on 
the side of the streets adjacent to the park, which is more remote 
from the parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
.agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. Dwight H. Olmstead, President of the Executive 
Committee of the West Side Association, forwarding a copy of 

the following preamble and resolution adopted on the 17th 
instant, viz. : 

Wher~as, The Legislatnre has recently passed an act which has been approved 
by the Governor to facilitate the construction of Riverside Avenue 

Resolved. That the Department of Public Parks be requested to proceed imme
diately with said work of construction in conformity with said act. 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a certified copy of Chapter 
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447, Laws of 1876, passed June 2d, 1876, referred to in the 
foregoing preamble and resolntions, which was ordered to be 

Filed. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following. resolution : 
Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, referred to the President, 

with power, to have the plans, estimates and specifications pre
pared for the construction of RiverRide drive, as authorized by 
Chapter 447, Laws of 1876, and, when they are approved 
by the Board, to direct the advertisements for proposals to be 
inserted. 

(Minutes, May 31, 187[1, 1'. 78.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
. agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, it majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

From Mr. H. A. GUllther, contractor for laying the pavement 
on the walks and foot paths of the City Hall Park, stating that 
the Department undertakes, by the terms of the ~ontract, to 
provide a place on the Battery Park to dump all the surplus 
material excavated at the City Hall Park, but that the 

. Superintendent of Parks is unable to comply with this con
dition, and offering to dispose of all the surplus material 
elsewhere for 35 cents per cubic yard. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 96.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved tha.t said subject and com
munication be referred to'the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a Illajolity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

• 
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Statue of the late W m. H. Seward. 

From Mr. W. H. Appleton, as Chairman of a Committee 
of citizens, offering to present a statue of the late W m. H. 
Seward, and also a pedestal for it, to the Departm~nt, and re
questing that a suitable site be set apart for the statue in the 

Central Park. 
The PREsIDEN'r moved that the Committee consisting of the 

Presidents of the National Academy of Design, the Metropoli
tan Museum of Art, and the New York chapter of the Ameri
can Institute of Architects, be requested to examine and re
port upon said ~statue as regards its merits as a work ot art; 
that the Landscape Architect be directed to report a suitable 
site for same in Central Park, and that, on the acceptance of 
the statue and approval of the l:lite, the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to prepare the foundations for the pedes
tal. 

(Minntes, Jannary 12, 1874, p. 522.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, [O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Drain in 144th :'it,reet. 

From Mr. W. T. Oushing, stating that the plan of draining 
J 44th Street, in the 23d Ward, as recommended by the Engi

neer of Construction is too expensive, and asking permission 
, to lay a box drain at the expense of tlie property owners on 

said street. 
(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 41.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication and 
subject be referred to the President, with power. 

Adopted. 
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Schooner Samuel Davis. 

From Mr. Michael Fitzsimmons, claiming $145 damages for 
injury to his schooner Samuel Davis, occasioned by the 
draw of the Third Avenue Bridge not being properly opened 
when the schooner was passing through it on May 20th, 1876. 

Referred to the Superintendent to report upon. 

Stand on Battery Park. 

From Mr. G. G. Thompson and others asking that permis
sion be given to Mrs. F. Doran to occupy a small place on the 
Battery Park for the purpose of selling fruit, &c. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Albert Bickmore, Superintendent of the American 
Museum of Natural History, asking that the case on the top 
floor of the Museum Building (old Arsenal) be glazed. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, estimating the cost of 
glazing saidcase at $450. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 682.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to have said case suitably glazed with plate 
glass, at a cost not exceeding $450. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority'of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Ma~tin, Stebbins,O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

~Iuseum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that the fol
lowing additional works should be done at the Museum of 
Natural History building, by t.he force in the employment of 

'- the Department, viz. 

I. 
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1. Drainage in cellar, including digging, pipes, &c. Esti
mated cost. $540~ 

2. Filling in recesses over first story piel's on account, of 
offset in walls. ERtimated cost $75. 

3. Extra width to iron lintels over first story windows. " 
Estimated cost $35. 

4. Extra gas pipes and fixtures in attic story. Estimated 
cost $225. 

5. Cutting oft' iron caps from second story window columns. 
Estimated cost $85. . 

6. Cutting in recess to second story granite window lintels, 
to allow room for wilidow frames. Estimated cost $120. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Pal'ks be 

directed to proceed with the several additional works specified 
in said communication. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Parade Ground .. 

From Mr. Joseph H. Godwin, on behalf of himself and 

other owners of the property laid out as a military parade 

ground, asking that further instructions be given to the Counsel 
to the Oorporation to proceed with the matter of acquiring 
title to said parade ground. 

(MinukR, 8eptell~b('r 8, 1875, p. 267.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said communication 

be laid over until Friday the 23c1 instant a~ 4 o'clock P. M. ; 

,that a special meeting be held on that day at said hour, and 
that the Oounsel to the Corporation and Mr. Joseph H. God
win be requested to attend said meeting. 

Adopted. 
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Camera Obscura. 

From Mr. Ferdinand May, asking perm~ssion to place a 
camera obscura on Central Park. 

(Minutes, January 18, 1816, p. 540.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 
be refused. 

Adopted. 

Audit . 

. Commissioner O'DONOHUE, -Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report,: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and sllbmit the same 
to the Board for approval: . 

Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services .... Maint. andGovmt. 

P. and P... ..... $3 44 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ '" 10 32 

Ames Plow Co., hay cutter ..•.......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••..... 

Bouker, John A., screened graveL ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1815. $2.609 96 

City Parks Impt-. 

Fund .... , .. _. 789 00 

Boyle, John, awning stripe and thread.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... _. 

Coffin, Paul C., & Co., horseshoe knives 

and nails .•......... " .. '" ., .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... :l!O 63 

H. R. Bridges 

Reps., Impt. & M. 18 60 

$13 16 

17 81 

3,398 96 

5 03 

--- 19.23 

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., .ire rope .•.• Maint. and Go:vmt. 

P. and P ..... '" 8 29 



las 
Devlin, J. B., paving .••.....•......... Paving Third Av., 

from IVestehe". 

tel' Avenue to 

northern bdy., 

23d Ward ..... 

Dodworth's Band, music ............... Music Centi'al Pk. 

Donahue, M. Jr., & Co., capstone, &c ... l\faint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Early & Lane, matches, brooms, &c .... J\Iaint. and Go,-t. 

P. andP ...... . 

H. R. Bridges 

[ Wednesday, 

::-52 42 

3,503 82 

545 00 

415 00 

-Reps.,llllp.&1\L 1 08 

Grafulla, C. S., music ................. Music Central Pk. 

Holbrook, E. F., & Bros., glass ......... Museum ~atural 

History ....... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas L. Co., steam heat from 

Jauuary 1, '76 ................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. aud P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas L. Co., steam heat to 

January 1, '76 ................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...... _ .. 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1875. 

Piersou & Co., iron ................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Poillon, C. & R., ceiling boards ......... City Parks Iml)t. 

Fund ........ . 

Ruhe, Louis, mocking bIrd food ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .... ,. 

, Thorburn, Geo: &; Co., spruce piles ..... City Parks Illlpt. 

Fund ......... . 

Vanderbilt Bros., clover seed and helllp.Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Va\lx, C., commissions ... : ............ Museum Na!ural 

History ••••... 

$57 81 

173 40 

$98 16 

32 71 

53 50 

270 00 

70 85 

231 21 

130 87 

11 00 

37 50 

16 00 

79 20 

11 25 

1,625 00 , 
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Watrous & Willson, lumber ............ HarlemR.B. Rps., 

Impt. Rnd » ... 288 00 

$10,'701 28 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ , $200 39 

City Parks Improvement Fund ............ , .. , .•. " . . ... 1,198 08 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 18'75 ... 2,609 96 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint. .. 25'7 68 

Maintenal!ce, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .....••..... , .. ... 415 00 

Mnsenm Natural History......................... ...•.. 1,695 85 

Music, Central Park ............................. ~ .... . 815 00 

Paving Third avenue from Westchestel' avenue to northern 

boundary 23d Ward ....................... , . 3,503 82 

---$10,'701 28 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ten thousand seven hundred and oue 

dollars and twenty.eigbt cents. 

(Signed) JOB. J. O'DONOHUE, t Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee. 

New York, June 21st, 18'76. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board db DOW approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to tlie Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether. the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in' favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more--4. 
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Treasurers Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

.Jo.~. J. 0' Donohue, 'Preas!we'·. 

1876. CR. 

June 7. By balaIlce .....•• " ..................... " $2,344 86 

$3,931 04 

Juue 7} 
to " cash received from rents, license, pound, &c. 

June 21. 
1,586 18 

DR. 

June 7 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ............ " $1,527 45 

June. 21. 

June 21. "balance ........ , . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .... 2,403 59 

$3,931 04 

DR. 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis ..... , ...................... $1,709 26 

" "Drawer ................................ . 694 33 

--- $2,403 59 

Wednesday, June 21st, 1876. 

9.30 A. ~!. 

John Russell. 

(Sigued) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that J ohu Russell, formerly 
a park-keeper, and who was dismissed from the employment of 
the Department on the 19th May, 1876, be restored and ap
pointed a park-keeper from and after July 1st, 1876. 

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 49.) 

The PREsIDEN'r put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of ad.l the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

. I 

.. 
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Michael It. Haffey. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Michael H. Haffey, 
mason,who has been absent from work, be restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

F. S. Odell. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. F. S. Odell be, and hereby is, 
appointed Assistant Division Engineer, in place of Mr. S. B. 
Smith, resigned, and that his salary be fixe~ at $1,500 per 
annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board'voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

At this point Commissioner Stebbins left the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the following communica
tions: 

Filling for Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that there is no 
filling requhed on Manhattan Square at present. 

(Minutes, June 14, 18'76, p. 121.) 

Filed. 
Celebration of Centennial. 

From the Secretary, Chief Clerk (If the Office of Design and . 
Superint~nce and other employes, asking that the offices of the 
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Department be closed on the 3d July, 1876, to enable those 
employes who so desire, to celebrate the Centennial in an ap

propriate manner. 
The PRESIDJ<JNT moved that the request be granted and that 

the offices of the Department be closed on the 3d July, 1876. 
Adopted. 

L. D. V. Mason. 

From Hon. Allen Campbell Commissioner of the Depart

ment of Public Works and Mr. John C. Campbell, Chief En
gineer of said Department, certifying to the ability of Mr. L. 
D. V. Mason as a civil engineer. 

Filed. 

Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner 0' Donohue then moved that Mr. L. D. V. 
Mason be, and hereby is, appointed Superintendent of the 23d 

, I 

and 24th Wards, and that his salery be fixed at $2,500 per 
annum. 

The PRESIDENT moved, as a substitute therefor, that Mr. 
Edward P. North be, and hereby is, appointed Superintendent 
of the 23d and 24th Wards, and that his salary be fixed at 

$2,500 per annum. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board wonld 

agree to said substitute, and it was determined in the negative. 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noes-Commissioners O'Donohue, Wetmore-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said original motion, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 

I 
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Police. 

The PRESIDENT called up the subject of the police force, and 
moved that the resolutions offered by him on the 9th inst., 
amended as follows, be adopted: viz. : 

RC8olved, That the appointments of Sergeants Pye, Von 
Dohlen and Henry be vacated, and that they be appointed 
patrolmen, if. they apply for snch appointment within three 
days from thIS date. 

Re.solved, That the order, by the i'esolution of 8th October, 
1875, detailing Sergeant Beatty on the lower city parks, be re
twinded. 

Resolved, That patrolmen Fioek aud Liebenau be, and are 
hereby, detailed as acting Sergeants. 

Reso(ved, That the President be, and hereby is:requested 
and authorized to make a thorough inspection and examina
tion of the police force, and report thereon, and that he be 
authorized to expend a sum not exceeding $100 in making 
said e){amination. 

(;\iinutes, .June 9, 1876, p. 114.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirrp.a~ 
tive, a majolity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

Communications from the Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolution. 

Whereas, The Comptroller has recently adopted the practice 
of addressing communications relating to' busineHs between 
himself and this Department to one or more individual Commis.
sioners, aHd of addressing others to the Department and then 
enclosing them to an individual Comlf,issioner. 

In view of the proprieties of official correspondence, and in 
order to prevent confusion and embarrassment to the public 
business, . 

Resolved, That such letters will not be received or considered 
by the' Board. 

(Minutes June 9th, 1876, p. 112.) 

Adopted. 
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Laborers, &c., Tompkins Squnre, East River Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the following mechanics, laborers, 
&c., required by the Superintendent for the works on Tompkins 

Square and East River Park be employed, viz. : 
For Tomkins Square, 2 blacksmiths, 10 horses and carts, 60 

laborers and 2 foremen. For East River Park, 40 laborers, 6 

carpenters and 2 foremen. 
(Minutes, Jnnc 9th, 1870, p. 98.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, '_' 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

Engineering Force all COllstructioll 'W orks. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the following named persons be 

arpointed to the positions, and at tl18 pay, set opposite their 
names respectively, that they be employed only on construc

tion works, and that their pay be charged on the pay-roll to 

the " Oity Parh Improvement Fund," authorized by Ohapter 

608, Laws of 1875, viz. : 

Emil BIeyer, Ass't engineer, at a rate per day equal to $2,000 

per annum. 
J. O. Aldrich, Ass't engineer, at a rate per day equal to $2,000 

per annum. 
E. Kennedy, Rodman, at ....... ' ........ " ... " $3 50 per day . 

. E. A. Miller, Rodman, at. " . . . . . . . . .. . .... , . 3 50 " 
J. O. Trimble, Ohainman, at ............. " .. . 3 00 " 
Peter Kelly, Axeman, at.. . ... " ..... " .... " .. 2 50 " 

(Minutes, June'9th, 1876, p. 95.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it waH determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

fa VOl' thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3, 

, 

I 
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J. W. Manning 

The PRESIDENT moved that J. W. Manning, general foreman, 
be, and hereby is, discharged from the employment, of 
the Department. 

/ (Minutes, June IG, 1875, p. 94.) 

. The PRESIDENT pu~ the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmativ"e, 
a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

Jeremiah Crowley, Daniel Crimmins. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Jeremiah Crowley 
and Daniel Crimmins be, and hereby are, appointed foremen, 
and that their pay be fixed at $4.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donolme, Wetmore-3. 

VlTagon. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent be, and here-
• 

'. by is, authorized to purchase a suitable wagon for the use of 
the officer commanding the police force, at a price not exceed

ing $150. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 111 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

Licenses. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the President is hereby authorized, from time 
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to time, as he may deem advisable, to detail any employe of 
the Department to the duty of inspection of the several license 
services, and that he be also authorized to make a deduction not 
exceeding 5 per cent. from the monthly fee of all those licensees 
who may be reported, and adjudged by the President, to have 
fulfilled the conditions of their license. 

(Minutes, ,Jnne 9, 1876, p, IlL) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution and it was c1ete\'mined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the PHESIDENT, the Board adjourned at ] 2.30 

o'clock P. M., to meet on Friday, the 23d June, 1876, at 4 
o'clock P. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

, " 
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FRIDAY", JUN(~ !lSd, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-4 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the reading of the Minutes 
of the previous meeting of the 21st inst., was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Work on 14Mh St., 23d Ward. 

From the Comptroller of the city, enclosIng summons and 
complaint of Joseph Haidemen and Wm. Klein for $1,444.07, 
for certain work alleged to have been executed by them on 
certain streets in the 23d Ward, under authority of the late 
.Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania, and asking for 
any information concerning said claim jn the possession of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, Sept. 18, 1875, p. 281.) 

The PRESIDENT read the following reply thereto, and moved 
that it be approved. 

Adopted. 
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REPLY. 

[Friday, 

nEPART~mN'r OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 Union Square. f 

.Jnne 23, 1876. 

Sir,-In reply to the communication of' the Finance Department, dated June 
22d, 1876, aud received by this Department this day, asking information to 
enable tha Counsel to the Corporation to prepare nn answer to the complaint of 
Messrs. Haidemau and Kleinvs. The Mayor, &c., and stating that the answer is 
due to-morrow, I beg to send herewith copies of the following, which were pre
sented to this Department on Augast 11th, 1875, viz. : 

1. Communication from J. R. Angell, Plffs' Atty. 
2. Certificate of E. C. lIlorrison. Superintendent Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards. 
3. Bill of Messrs. Haideman & Klein. 
'L'he claim was considered, but as this Department lutd no authority to direct it 

to be paid, the claimant was so informed. 
I also ,end you a copy of the resolntion of the Board of Trustees of Morrisania, 

under which it is alleged the work was done. The work appears to have been 
executed after Jauuary 1st, 1874, at which date the office of the Street Commis
sioner expired. I return herewith the summons and complaint. 

Respectfully, 
(Signerl) W~I. R. MARTIN, 

President D.P.P. 

Boston A venne. 

From the Health Department, upon the condition of the 
culvert in Boston avenue, opposite Home street. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards to 
report upon. 

Mill Brook Sewer in Brook avenue. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans, num
bered A to J, inclusive, and specifications, for the Mill Brook 
sewer in Brook avenue, from a point in tide water to a point 
in 165th street. 

(Minutes, Jnne 21, 1876, p. 128.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be 
approved and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and 
insert the necessary advertisements for proposals for the 
work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

/ 
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• 
agree to said motion, and it was rletermined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

A!{es-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Oommis~ionel' Wetmore was· excused from voting. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the 
Steam Engine, which is required for the purpose of better work
ing the draw on the Third Avenue Bridge, is such a special and 
exceptional one that it will require skill and great faithfulness 
in its construction. That it is ~ot advisable to entrust its con
struction to the lowest bidder, in a competitive letting by con
tract, and that it should be placed in the hands only of me
chanics of the highest character for faithfulness and skill. 

(l\Iinutes, May 24, 18,6, p. 63.) 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be 
receivea, and that the President he requested to apply to the 
Common Oouncil for an ordinance, enabling the Department to 
purchase an Engine for said Bridge otherwise than by con
tract. 

Adopted. 

Offieel' .r ames .McGinn. 

From Dr. E. R. Pulling, pres6nting his bill, amounting to 
$125, for surgical treatment of Parkkeeper James McGinn. 

Also from Police Surgeon Dr. H. Barber, stating that he 
had offered his services to officer McGinn, but that he had de
clined them, preferring that his family physician should treat 
him, and that the officer was allowed full pay during the period 
of his disability. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Dr. E. R. Pulling be informed 
that the Department declines to pay the bill presented by him, . 
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and that he must apply to the offic'er personally for pay
ment. 

Adopted. 

LaborerH, &e. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that on account 
of the additional work ordered at the last meeting of the 

Board, and other works on Central Park, he requires 10 
laborers and 8 stone masons in addition to the force now em
ployed. 

C\Iilllltes, Juue 21,1876, p. 135) 

The PnESIDEN'l' moved that the number of laborers and stone

masons required by the Superintendent, as stated in his com
munication, be employed. 

The Pl{ESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue. WetmOl~e-3. 
No.-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

F. H. Von Dohlen. John Pye. 

From F. H. Von Dohlen and John Pye, late sergeants, ap

plying for the position of park-keepers. 
(Minutes, June 21,1870, p. 143.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the Lieutenant 
to place said F. H. Von Dohlen and John Pye on duty as park

keepers in accordance with the terms of the resolution of the 

21st instant, and moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Parade Grouncl. 

The President stated that the Counsel to the Corporation 
had been requested to be present, but he was unable to attend, 

as hA had to leave the city. 

./ 

J 
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Mr. Joseph H. Goodwin was then received, and after discus
sion of the subject of acquiring the title to the Parade ground, 
the President offered the following preambles and resolutions: 

Wlle1'eo8, The Map of the Military Parade Ground on the 
Harlem RiYer was filed under the Act of 1871, Chapter 628, 
on the 5th day of April. ] 873 ; 

And whereo8, This Department has no power to recall the 
map, or to relieve this property from the effects of filing it. 

And whereas, The Legislatur~ has in each year since the 
ma,p was filed, entertained bills, but failed to pass any act re.f 
pealing the Parade Ground Act, or relieving the owners of the 
propert)' affected by it. 

Resolved, That, without expressing any opinion as to the 
location, the necessity of a Parade Ground, or the propriety of 
paying for it in the present depressed condition of city finances. 
justice to the property owners whose land has been condemned 
to the public use, who have been denied other relief, and who 
are entitled to have the legal proceeding to determine their 
compensation go forwal'd, makes it our official duty to continue 
the steps which the law directs us to take for the completion of 
this matter. 

Resol1led. That the Counsel to the Corporation, be requested 
to proceed in the application for the appointmen,t of commis
sioners in this matter, and until its final determination by t4e 
court. 

(Minutes, June 21st, 1876, p. 136.) 

The PRESIDENT put the questwn whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Tax Maps. 

The PRESIDENT offered the followiB.g preamble and l·esolution. 
Whereas, Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1876, makes it the duty 

of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks to 
cause to be made maps 01 the 23rq and 24th Wards of the city 
for the use of the Department of Taxes and Assessments of 
New York city. 

And whereas, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of 
said city is authorized by said Chapter 411 of the Laws of 1876 
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to appropriate from any unexpended balances for the year 
1875 •. the sum of $10,000 for the use of the Department of 
Public Parks to pay for the work which may be done under 
said act during the year 1876. 

Resolved, that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be, 
and hereby is, respectfully requested to transfer the sum of 
$10,000 from the unexpended balnllces for the year 187;) to the 
use of the Department of Public Parks to pay for such work 
as may be done uuder and in pursuance of directions of Chap
ter 411 of the Laws of 1876, during the year 1876. 

(Minutes, June 14th, 1876, 1'. 124.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whetht)r the Board would 
agree to the said preamble and resolution, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

John Hessenanr. 

The PRESIDENT moved that John Hessenaur be, and hereby 

is, appointed a division gardener in charge of the laying out of 
the East River Park, and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per 

day. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Boal1d would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there

of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 4.45 

o'clock, p. M., to meet on'Wednesday, the 28th June, at 9.30 

o'clock, A. M. 
WM.lmvIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

, 
r 
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WEDNESDA Y, .J UNE ~8th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following work, viz. : 

Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading 
from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth A-renue. 

(Minutes, .Junc 21, 1876, p. 127.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

The opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, on the objec
tion of the Comptroller to the opening of these proposals, not 
having yet been obtained, the President moved that the open
ing of the proposals be adjourned until half-past nine o'clock 
A. M. on July 12th, 1876. 

Adopted. 

The Board then met in adjourned session. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 

O'DONOHUE. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 21st and 23d 
insts., were read an.d approved. 
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The following communications were presented and read: 

Third Ave. Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction stating that the pipes 
leading to the hydraulic engine on the 'fIliI'd Avenue Bridge 
were repaired, and that the engine now moves the draw 
efficiently. Also stating that the hot weather so expands the 
iron railings of the draw as to make them catch and lock the 
the draw, and recommending that the end pieces of the railings, 
to the extent of about 1~ inches, be cut off. 

(~linutes, June 23, 1876, p. 149.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have the enc1s of the railings of the c1raw of said 
Third A.venue Bridge cut ofl', as recommended by, and under 
the directions of, the Engineer of Construction. 

The PRESIDZNT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stehbins, O'Donohue Wet
more-4. 

Central Park Sewerage. 

From the Superintending Engineer, submitting a plan and 
profile for the pipe sewer from the water closets of the Kinder

berg, the Dairy and Ball-ground house on the Central Park. 
(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 676.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plan and profile be ap
proved. 

The PRESIDENT put the que::;tion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more--4. 

J 
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Screened Gravel. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the sam
ples of screened gravel, submitted with the proposals receiyed 
on the 21st inst., in which he states: 

" I find thR,t the sample of Roa Hook gravel furnished by 
"John A. Bouker, the sample furnished byJ. S. Masterson, and 
" also thatfurnished by J. Ryder, are equal in quality and simi
" lar to the sample furiliRhed by this Department. The sam
"pIe submitted by A. J. Howell is also of good quality, but 
" contains a greater proportion of loam. The sample furnished 
" by E. H. Fairchild is inferior to those above mentioned on 
" account of the quantity of slate contained in it, and is there
" fore not as acceptable for the construction of roads and walks 
"of this Department." 

Filed. 
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p, 127.) 

Commissi9ner STEBBINS offered the following prea~b)e and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The gravel obtained from the bank known as the 
Roa Hook bank, has, through a long course of years, been 
recognized and found to be superior to all other gravel for the 
use of the parks. 

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 1 and 5) of Messrs. John 
A. Bouker and Jesse Ryder, for the delivery of 3,000 cubic 
yards of screened gravel, be accepted as the lowest bids for the 
furnishing of the screened gravel required by the Department, 
that the contract for the delivery of 1,500 cubic yards be award
ed to each, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to 
execute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution as 
a substitute therefor: 

Resolved, That the proposals (Nos. 2 and 3) of Messrs. A. J. 
'. Howell and E. H. Fairchild for the delivery of 3,000 cubic 

yards of screened gravel, be rejected on the ground that the 
samples furnished by them are not equal in quality to that 
called for by the specifications, and that the proposal (No.4) 
of Mr. John S. Masterson be accepted as the lowest bid, that 
the contract be awarded to him, and that the President be, and 
heI'eby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute, and it was determined in the affirm-
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners :l\Iartin, O'Donohne, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Schooner "Samuel Davis." 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the claim 
of 1\11'. Michael Fitzsimmons for damage to his schoone~'" Samuel 

Davis," at the Third Avenue Bridge, in which he states: "From 
" the evidence that I have gathered in relation to this affair, 
"it appears that the draw tender was in no way to blame, 
"and that the accident. could only have happened through 
"the ignorance or carelessness of the persons on board the 
" schooner." 

(Minutes, ,June 21,1876, p. 135.) 

Filed. 

Patrick Cunningham. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that 
Patrick Cunningham, laborer, who is employed in caring for the 
animals in the Menagerie, be paid at the same rate as the 
keepers, viz., $16 per week. 

Commissioner O'Donohue moved that said Patrick Cunning
ham be hereafter employed as a keeper in the Menagerie, 
and that his pay be fixed at $16 per week. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1875, p. 77.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayc8-Commissionel's Martin, O'Donoh ue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Statue of La Fafayettc. 

From Mr. W orthillgton Whittl'edge, President of the National 

Acadamyof Design, Mr. R. M. Hunt, President of the New 
York Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and 
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. Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, reporting that they had examined the statue 
of La Fayette '" and find it a work entirely worthy to be 
"placed in Central Park." 

Filed. 
(Minutes, May 19, 1876, p. 37.) 

148th Street. 

From Mr. L. B. Brown, in reference to a small strip of land 
taken from his property by the authorities of the late town of 
Morrisania, in widening 148thStreet, in the 23d Ward. 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Settees. 

From Mr. Irah Chase, President of the Composite Iron 
Works Company, proposing to sell to the Department settees 
for the parks. 

Filed. 

M. E. Sterne. 

From Mr. M. E. Sterne~ Clerk, asking for leave of absence, 
on account of ill health, for two weeks, at such times as the 
Disbursing Clerk can best spare him from duty. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the request be 
granted. 

Adopted. 

F. C. A. Hecker. 

From Mr. F. C. A. Hecker, messenger, asking that his title 
be changed to that of clerk . 

. (Minutes, January 31, 1876, p. 565.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the title of Mr. F. C. A. Hecker 
be, and hereby is, changed to that of clerk. 

Adopted. 
Audit . 

.commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Central Gas Light Co. gas ............. Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp and M .•..• $60 00 

Egan, K, & Co., waste ...... '" .. • ... Harlem R. B. Reps. 

• Imp. and M; ••• $2 50 

. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 2 50 
---- 5 00 

Fischer, Geo. & Bro., slating .......... Museum of Art. 2,650 00 

Gatchel, A. S., tubing and cushions ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 3 60 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas .......... , . Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $174 00 

Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M .•• 60 00 
234 00 

Journal of OOmmtl'ce, sub., 1876 ........ Maint. and Govm't 
P. and Poo ..... 15 00 

Labagh, Wm. 0., salt ..............••. Maint. and Govm't 

P.llndP ...... . 8 25 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas .......... Maint. and Govmt. 
P.and P ......• 158 52 

Metropolitan Gas· Light Co., gas .... ' .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•.... 295 00 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., Ins. Mus. of 

Nat. His ... oo ... : .......... oo ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 800 00 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, castings ....... M .. int. and Govmt. 
P. and P ..... .. 6839 

National Disinfect'g & Preser'g Co., dis-

infectant ... OO' • oo ............... Maint. and Govm't 
P. and·P ...... . 15 36 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas .............. Maint. and Govmt. 
P.and P .....•• 623 87 

Raynolds, C. T., & Co., cobalt blue ...... Maint. and Govm't 
P. and P ...... . 7 50 
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'Russell, Wm. D., belting .............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 
Wakous &; Willson, IUlfiber .... " ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund: ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks aud Places. . . .. . .. $2,171 99 

City Parks Improvement Fund .....................• ". 96 75 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

ance. .. .. . . ... . . .. . . ... . . ... . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . 122 50 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.................. 12 80 

Museum of Art ............................. :. " . . . . . 2,650 00 

$12 80 

9675 

$5,05404 

-- $15,05404 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fi ve thousand and fifty-four dol
lars and fOI1l" ceuts. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, I Au"clitin!J 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee. 

New York, June 26th, 1876. 

TnePRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet- . 
more-4. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the subject of provid
ing a dumping place for the surplus material excavated at the 
City Hall Park by the contractor, in the work of paving th.e 
walks and paths, reported that he had made arrangement with 
the contractor, Mr. H. A. Gunther, to dispose of all said sur
plus material elsewhere for the sum of $150 in addition to the 
~o:q.tract price. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 133.) 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be re
ceived and approved, and that the President be authorized to 
enter into an agreement with said H. A. Gunther on the terms 
stated in said report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissi.oners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

John Bogart, Superintending Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the name of J oIm Bogart be placed upon 

pay-rolls, .at tl~e rate of si~teen dollars per day, for construction 
work, from thIS date unbl the 1st day of August, 1876; such 
appointment not to be construed to sanction his claim for pay 
for previous services. 

(Minutes, February 18th, 1870, p. 644.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 111 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissionel's Martin, Wetmore, O'Donohue-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Engineering Corps. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the communication of Mr. F. A. 
Calkins, Assistant Engineer, with reference to work done under 
.his directions, by certain former members of the Engineering 
corps, and which was presented to the Board on the 24th May, 
1876, be taken from the table, and that it, and the subject of 
allowing pay for past work to members of the Engineering 
corps, be referred to the Auditing Committee to report upon. 

(Minlltes, May 24th, 1876, p. 65.) 

Adopted. 
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Maintenance of the 23d and 24th War,ds. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the subject of the maintenance of 
the 23d and 24th Wards be referred to Commissioner Wetmore 
to examine and report. 

Adopted. 

Timothy Nolan. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE presented an affidavit of Mr. 
Thomas O'Reilly charging Timothy Nolan, an employe of the 
Department, with allowing coal to be stolen from the Depart
ment. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred 
to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

'v a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
the!eof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
Na-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Museum of Art and Natural History Stock. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks of the city of New York hereby make requisition 
upon the Comptroller of the city of New York for the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) for the construction 
of a Museum of Art and a Museum of Natural History, as 
provided by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871. 

(Minutes, Sept. 8, 1875, p. 265.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
~tive, a'majorityof all the ~embers of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-~1. 
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Thos. A. Loomis, H. M. Gilbert. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, for work connected with River
side Drive, it was necessary to appoint another rodman and 
a leveler, and he moved that Mr. Thomas A. Loomis be ap
pointed such leveler, and Mr. Henry M. Gilbert such rodman, 
that their pay be fixe~ at $3.50 per day each, that they be 
employed only on construction works, and that their pay be 
charged on the pay-rolls to the "Oity Parks Improvement 
Fund," as provided by Sec. 1, Chap. 608, Laws of 1875. 

Also, that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to detail, 
as they may be required, for work under the Engineers on 
Riverside Drive, six skilled laborers. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
. agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins--l. 

, Grading Third A venue. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved, that the subject of the 
application of this Department to the Common Council, for an 
amen~ed ordinance for the grading of Third A venue, from Har
lem River to 147th Street, be referred to the President, with 
power. 

(Minutes, Jany. 18, 1876, p. 542.) 

Adopted. 

Stands on the Battery Park. 

The Landscape Architect reported verbally that, although 
the conditions of the Battery Park are somewhat exceptional, 
and a refreshment saloon on that Park would doubtless be of 
service to the public, yet, as establishing an inconvenient 
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precedent he could not advise the Board .to grant the applica
tion of either Mr. J. P. Ryan or Mrs. F. Doran. 

(Minutes, June 9 and 21, pp. 103 and 135.) 

The ~RESIDENT Teported verbally, that the great nutnber of 
people resorting to the Battery for recreation and pleasure, and 
the lack of any place of refreshment in that vicinity adapted to 
the class of visitors at the Battery, was a strong reason in 
favor of granting the application; that Mr. J. P. Ryan was rec.
ommended as a suitable person, and he moved that a license be 
granted to Mr. Ryan to keep a refreshment house on the Bat
tery ; that plans be prepared for a bunding, to be erected by 
the Department and paid fOT by the licensee out of the license 
fee received, that an ~greement with Mr. Ryan be pTepared, 
and that the plans and agreement be reported at the next 
meeting. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was' determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-B. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

East River Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a license and permission be given 
to Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., to keep a refreshment saloon on the 
East River Park; that the President be requested to prepare 
and submit at the next meeting of the Board, a suitable agree-

" ment to be entered into with said Seabold, and that the question 
of the ferry house and the occupant; Henry Baxter, be referred 
to the President to report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the membe~ of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
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Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

On motion of Commissioner O'DONOHUE, the Board ad
jourl!ed at 12.15 o'clock p. M., to meet on July 12th, 1876, 
at 9.30 o'clock A. M. 

WM.. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P . 

• 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY I~th, 1876,. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Adjol1rned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following work, viz. : 

Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading 
from Fifth A venue to South Fifth .A veuue. 

(Minutes, J~ne 28th, 1876, p. 153.) 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, 

" WETMORE. 

A quorum not being present, the opening of the proposals 
was adjourned until half-past nine o'clock A. M., on Wednesday 
the 26th inst. 

The Board then met in adjourned session. 

Present-Commissioner STEBBINS, 
" WETMORE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business. 

GEO. C. COFFIN, 

Assistant Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAV, JULY 19th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-lO O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
WETMORE. 

.On motion of the PRESIJ)ENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meetings of the 28th of June and 12th July, 1876, 
wa~ dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Drainage ofthe 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Pu blic Works, 
acknowledging the receipt of 3. letter from the" PRESIDENT, call
ing his attention to the exclusive authority of this Department, 
under the terms of Chap. 604, Laws of 1874, to prepare plans 
for the drainage of the 23d and 24th Wards, and asking that 
the officer in charge of certain drainage work in those wards, 
which the Department of Public Works was directed to pro
ceed with by a recent resolution of the Common Council, be 
directed to co-operate with the Civil and Topographical En
gineer of this Department, in order that the work may be ex
ecuted in accordance with the plans of this Department; in 
which communication the Commissioner of the Department 
of Public Works states as follows: "I do not inteu.d to p:co
" ceed in . the matter without examining further into the 
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"question of the proper authority for doing this work and 
"complying with every condition necessary to legalize the 
" assessment, and will consult with you before any steps are 
" taken towards the execution of the work." 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 97.) 

Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of said Board au
thorizing the Comptroller of the city to issue" City Parks 
Improvement Fund Stocks" to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, May 31st, 1876, p. 71.) 

Filed. 

Museums of Art and Natural History Stock. 

From the Secrctary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution of said Board 
authorizing the Comptroller of the city to issue " Museum of 
Art and Natural History Stock" to the amount of $25,000: 

(Minutes, June 28th, 1876, p. 161.) 
Filed. 

F. W. Brown. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
that Frederick W. Brown, Messenger in his office, be promoted 
to the position of Clerk, and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per 
day. 

(Minutes, October 20, 1875, p, 340.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Sale of Lambs. 

From the Dit'ector of the Menagerie, recommending that 
sixty-five lambs, which are not required on the parks, be sold. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said lambs be sold at 
public auction. 

Adopted. 
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Cats in Central Park. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, recommending that an 
officer be de.tailed to shoot cats, which infest the Central 
Park in great numbers and destroy the birds. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said coummunication and 
subject be referred to the President with power. 

Adopted .. 

Reports of Menagerie for 1874 and 1875. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting that 400 
copies of his reports of the menagerie for the years 1874 and 

.1875 be printed in advance of the publication of the Fourth 
General Report. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to make requisition upon the Board of City Record for 
the printing of 400 copies of the Report of the Menagerie for 
the years 1874 and 1875, in advance of the publication of the 
Fourth General Report. 

(Minutes, June 9th, 1876, p. 115.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the B?ard would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Exhibition of the N. Y. Horticultural Association. 

From the Superintending Gardener, reporting that the New 
York Horticultural Association had awarded the first prize of 
$50 to the collection exhibited from this Department, as the 
best collection of plants arranged for effect; and asking what 
disposition shall be made of the prize money. 

(Minntes, April 19, 1876, p. 752.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the said communication 
and subject be referred to the President, with power to allow 
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the Superintending Gardener to receive and keep said prize, if 
it can be legally done. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the afliTmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as f6110ws : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

New County Court House. 

From Mr. W. Blackstone, Chairman of the New County Court 
House Commission, asking permission to erect a temporary en
closure in the City Hall Park, round said Court House, during 
the completion of the building. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication and 
subject be referred to the President, with power. 

Adopted. 

Statue of La Fayette. 

From Mr. Henry W. Stuckle, on behalf of the commit
tee for the erection of the statue of General La Fayette, re
questing that a site for said statue be designated at the south 
end of Union Square, in place of in the Central Park. 

(Miuutes, June 28, 1876, p. 156.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Edwin B. Jennings. 

From Mr. Edwin B. Jennings, applying for the position of 
Assistant-Engineer, Rodman or Draughtsman. 

(Minutes, Oct. 8, 1875, p. 316.) 

Filed. 

E. C. Morrison. 

From Mr. E. C. Morrison, late Superintendent of the 23d and 
24th Wards, in reply to a communication of the President, ask
ing an explanation of certain deficiencies in his account of tools 
at the time of his vacating his office, and in which he states that 



July 19, 1876.] 171 

he still has in his possession eleven shovels, eight picks, five 
crowbars, one wheelbarrow and one spike hammer. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that he had directed the Disbursing 
Clerk not to pay Mr. Morrison the amount due him, until 
further orders, and he then moved that Mr. Morrison's expla
nation be accepted as satisfactory, and th.at the Disbursing 
Clerk be directed to pay him the amount due him for his ser
vices, when the Property Clerk certifies that he has received the 
tools, &c., still in his (Mr. Morrison's) hands, as mentioned in 
his communication. 

(Minutes, June 14, 18'76, p. 125.) 

Adopted. 

.Religions Services on the Battery. 

From the Rev. J. T. Marchant, asking permission to hold 
religious services on the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, June 9, 18'76, p. 116.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the request be refused, 
on the ground that it is contrary to the established rules and 
policy of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Camera Obscura. 

From Mr. Jonas Chandler, requesting permission to erect It 

Camera Obscura in Oentral Park. 
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 13'7.) 

Refused. 

Thomas F. Shay. 

From Mr. Henry A. Gumbleton and others, recommending 
Mr. Thomas F. Shay for a position on the police force. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing Committee, pre
sented the following two reports; 

• 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
exami:t;led and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ann in '" Co., flags and ensigns ... Maint. an'! Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Allen, R. H. & Co., scythes ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and 1' ..... . 

Byrne, ,Tas. E., oats, straw, etc .... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Dodworth's Band, music ... '" ... Independence Day. 

Dodworth's Band, music ......... Music Central Pk. 

Eureka Chair &\ Seat Co., reps. to 

chairs ........................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Gates, Church E., & Co., ltun~)er .. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Grafulla, C. S., music ............ Music Central Pk. 

Gordon, Robert, Actg. Treas., ex-

penses Museum of Art ........ , . Maint. and Govt. 

P. audp ..... .. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Hotchkiss, Guy C, Field &\ Co., 

carriage hardwdre .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. 

Keulfel &\ Esser, engineers' ma-

terials .... , " ................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint. and Govt. 

$19 44 

P. and P...... 1 80 

Ring. Briggs & Co., files ... '" ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

McNab & Harlem M%. Co., plumb. 

ing, matts. " ...... , ........... Maint., etc., 23d &\ 

24th Wards .... $ 75 
Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... 2 88 

$88 00 

31 50 

179 02 

845 00 

270 00 

7 50 

21 60 

550 00 

533 32 

26 94 

10 20 

21 24 

17 25 

S 13 
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Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, brushes .. Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .•• , 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas· 

meter ... " ................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Murphy, S. 0., A., paints, oils, etc .. City Parks Imp. 

Fund .......... . 

New Jersey Steel &; Iron Co., iron 

beams ...................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....•..•.• 

Poillon, C. &; R., lumber ......... City Parks Imp. 

Fund ......... . 

Shepperd, F., repairs to sprinklers. Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Shepperd, G., plumbilig materials .. Maint .. etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Van Riper, Chas., hardware and 

nails ........................ Maint., etc., 23d&; 

24th Wards .... 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coal and wood.Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .••• 

Walsh, Coulter &; Flagler, hard· 

ware and nails ......... , ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 

Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .•.. 

$ 45 

6 03 

648 

8950 

41 23 

698 42 

686 68 

56 93 

24 87 

9 00 

13 00 

$7 45 

8 10 

1 60 

17 15 

-----
$4,147 96 



174 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ............... " ., ..... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards....... . .. , ..... . 

Independence Day ... ' •.....................•.......... 

Music-Central Park .•.•......... ' .................... , 

[ Wednesday, 

$917 41 

1,437 35 

128 20 ' 

845 00 

820 00 
--$4,14'196 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and forty-seven 

dollars and ninety-six cents. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, 

Auditing Oommittee. 

New York, July 19th, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and andited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bancroft &; Yetter, royalty on 

sprinkler ......•............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .. , .... 

Bartlett, J. W., globes ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ......• 

Bell, Thomas, repairs to harness .. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1875 .......... . 

Bell, Thomas, repairs to harnels .. Maint., etc., ~3d 

and 24th Wards. 

Bouker, John A., graveL ... , ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•• 

€artwright, Wm., fish and vege· 

tables .....•... , .....•....•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Coffin, Paul C . .r. Co., screws and 

nails .•••. , .. , ...••...•.... , .... City Parks }mpt. 

Fnnd ......•••• 

Croee, Jas. R., petty expenses .... Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .•.. 

$50 00 

50 00 

1 35 

8 50 

285 85 

87 90 

22 811 

63 61 
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Cottier, John, repairs to clocks •.. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th VVards ..... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Devlin, John B., paving ....... , •. Paving 3d ave., 

Donegan,' C. E., bread and soda 

from VV estchester 

ave. to northern 

boundary 28d 

VVard .....••... 

biBcuit ... , ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Early & Lane, wooden ware, &c .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Everhard, Jas., paving .......... Paving 3d ave., 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent 

from VV estchester 

ave. to northern 

boundary 23d 

VVard ......... . 

of line ... '" .................. Maint. and Govmt. 
P.andP ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Hazard Powder Co., powder ••.•.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .••••••••.. 

Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

HilPs Archimedean Lawn Mower 

Co., "wipers"........ . ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ••.••• Yaint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ....... 

City Parks Imp. 

Fund .......... . 

Maint., etc., 23d 

. and 24th Wards. 

M usie Cent'l Park. 

$2 110 

4 00 
6 110 

2,86'1 60 

64 54 

15 75 

6,475 58 

15 62 

46 88 
62 50 

269 50 

5 50 . 
275 00 

18 gO 

42 19 

70 30 

18 27 
1 00 

181 76 
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King, Joseph, keep of horse .•••.. Surveying, laying 

out, etc .• 28dand 

24th Wards ..... 

Lester Oil Co., oil. . . . . . . . • . . . .. Maint. and GOVII\t. 

P. and P .••.. . . 

Maint. Harlem R. 

Bridges ....... . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas., .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Manhattan Gas Light 00., gas.' 

meter.:, ...... , ... " ...... ,' .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .. . . .. . 

Mallory d! 00, manil~ rope ......... Independence day 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light 00., gas· 

meter .. . ...... . ............. Maint. & Govmt. 

P and P .. .... . 

N. Y. Cement 00., cement .......• Oity Parks' Impt. 

Fund ......... . 
Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

---- 1,019 211 

United Farmers' Milk Co., mnk ... Maint and Govmt. . 
P. and P ...... 

Vaul:, Calvert, commissions ..... , .Museum of Art. ~ . 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office .. Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ..... ' ... 
Wall's Sons, Wm., rope . . ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...•..• ..-

Wetmore & Co., iron ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Wheatly, R. R., oats, hay, &c .• , .. Maint. 23d & 24th _ 

Wards ........ . 

21 06 

3'115 00 

40 00 

215 615 

, 
'. 

- " 
fl ~ 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .• ' ... " $1,131 08 

City Parks Improvement Fuud ........................ 1,382 88 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ " 

Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and maint .. . 

Surveying, laying-out, etc., 23d aud 24th Wards .. _., .... . 

Independence Day ..•........ " ..................... " 

Museum Natural History ..••...........•..••.... '" .. . 

Museum of Art ..................... _ .........•....•.. 

Music-Central Park ................................. . 

Paving 3d Av. from Westchester Av. to northern boundary 

23d Ward ..••.•........•.. , • , ...•...•........... 

105 11 

9 00 

96 11 

22 S3 

51 40 

375 00 

1 00 

9,343 18 

---$12,517 09 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of twelve thousand five hundred and 

seventeen dollars and nine cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, July 19th, 1876. 

H. G. STEllllINS, 
t G9mmittee. 
f Auditing 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

East River Park. 

The PRESIDENT presented a copy of a summons and 
an injunction order, issued in the matter of "Augusta 
"Sulzer and Herman Sulzer, plaintiffs, against The Mayor, 
" Aldermen and Oommonalty of the Oity of New York and the 
"Department of Public Parks in the Oity. of New York, de-



178 [Wedn~day, 

,,' fendants," which had been served on the Department, re
straining it from taking possession of the premises in the East 
River Park, occupied by the plaintiffs. The President then 
reported that he had, by request of the Counsel for the 
Corporation, appeared for the Department, and obtained an 
order dissolving said injunction order, and he moved that said 
papers be placed on file. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

W. H. Grant. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that there is no appropria
tion out of which this Department can direct the payment of 
the bill of Mr. William H. Grant, Engineer, amounting to 
$297, for professional services, in making an inspection of the 
pavement of Third avenue. 

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 69.) 

Accepted. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following preambles 
and resolution, viz. : 

Whereas, There is due and unpaid to Mr. William H. Grant, 
Engineer, the sum of $297, for professional services, in making 
an inspection of the paving of Third avenue in the Twenty
third ward, and 

Whereas, There is no appropriation under the control of this 
Department, out of which said sum can be directed to be paid, 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, ~equested to transfer from any unexpended 
balance the sum of $:d97, for the purpose of enabling said bill 
so due to said W. H. Grant to be paid. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirma,tive, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--:-Commissioners Martin, Stebbips,' Wetmore-3. 
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M. Curley. 

The PRE~IDENT reported that there is still due to Mr. M. 
Ourley, carriage manufacturer, a small bill for repairs to a wagon 
of the Department, which he had executed under a regular order 
from the Department, in the year 1872, and that there is now 
no appropriation out of which to direct said bill to be paid. 
He, therefore, offered the following preambles and resolution, 
viz. : 

Whereas, There is still dus and unpaid to M. Ourley, carriage 
manufacturer, the sum of $54.30, for repairs to a wagon be
longing to the Department of Public Parks, and which repairs 
were made by him in the year 1872, and 

Whereas, There is now no appropriation out of which said 
sum can be paid, . 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer f]'Om any unexpended 
balance the sum of $54.30, for the purpose of enabling said 
bill so due to said M. Ourley to be paid. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles ~nd resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a Plajority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Engineering Corps. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing Committee, re
ported verbally in relation to the following named former 
members of the Engineering corps, viz., E. A. Miller, J. C. 
Trimbell and Peter Kelly; and, inasmuch as they rendered 

'- services to the Department subsequent to the termination of 
their employment on the 15th day of January last, without 
which service the Department would have been very much 
embarrassed and its work retarded, he recommended that they 
be paid for such time as they actually worked subsequent to 
January 15th last, and for which they have not been paid, at 
the rates of pay allowed them respectively prior to January 15th, 
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1876, and that their pay be charged to the " Oity Parks' Im
provement Fund," as provided by Sec. 1, Ohap. 608, Laws of 
1875. 

He also requested leave for the Committee to make a fur
ther report npon the amonnts due to other members of said 
Engineering corps. 

(Minutes June 28th, 1876, p. 16n.) 

The PRESIDEN'l' moved that said report be accepted and 
adopted by the Board, and that the Audit.ing Oommittee be 
given leave to make a further report upon t.he remaining mem
bers of the Engineering Oorps. 

The PRESIDENT then put the quest.ioll whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Vetmore-3. 

Maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WEnwRE, made a partial report, verbally, upon 
the maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards, aI!d recommended 
that, inasmuch as Acker Merrill, Messenger in the office of 
the Superintendent of said wards, performed the work of 
clerk as well as that of messenger, that his pay be raised 
from $2.00 to $2.50 per day. 

(Minutes, June 28th, 1870, p. 161.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved thftt the consideration of 
said report be laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Screened Gravel, Broken Stone, &c, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu~ 
tion, viz. : 

Whereas, The contract for gravel and broken stone for the 
maintenance of the -roads in the 23d and 24th Wards was 
awarded by this Department to John A. Bonker on the 19th 

/' 
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May last, and· the . proposal of said John A. Bouker was sent 
to the Comptroller for his action on the sUl'eties on the 23d 
May last, and has not yet been returned by him, in conse
quence of which the work of repairing the roads in those 
wards ,pas been delayed, 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be requested to act on the 
approv3jl of the sureties immediately. 

(Minutes, May 19th, 1876, p. 52.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was de
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissionel's Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.-3. 

On motion of the .PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 26th inst., at 9.30 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDN"ESDA.Y, JULY 26th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following work, viz: 

Paving the roadway through Washington Square, \tla~ing 
from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth Avenue. 

(Minutes, July 12, 18'16, p. 165.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" . O'DONOHUE. 
" WETMORE. 

The Comptroller of the City. 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had received an opinion 

from the Counsel to the Corporation upon the objection raised 
by the Comptroller of the City, on the 21st June last, viz., 

that the work of repaving said roadway was the duty of the 
Departme'nt of Public Works and not of the Department 0f 
Public Parks, in which the Counsel to the Corporation states 
as follows: 

"Under the oircumstances, I am compelled to the conclusion 
" that the land described in the petition and order," (being the 
greater portion of the roadway proposed to be paved), "ceased, 
"on the 25~h February, 1870, ii? be a part of the public parks" 
" and became part of the pubhc streets. 
** * * * * * * * 

" I am therefore, of the opinion, that so much of the present 
" roadway through Washington Square as was included in the 
" {>roceedings for the opening and extension of Laurens Street, 
" IS not under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public, 
" Parks." 

Filed. 
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On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the said opinion of 
the Counsel to the Corporation was ordered to be filed, and 
the opening of the proposals was adjourned until Wednesday 
the 9th August, 1876, at half-past nine o'clock A. M. 

The Comptroller of the City then retired, and the Board 
met in adjourned session. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

Statue of the late W. H. Seward. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the order of business was sus
pended, and Messrs. Richard Schell and George J. Forrest, 
from the Committee of Citizens, who offer to present the 
statue of the late William H. Seward, were received. Mr. 

. Randolph Rogers, the artist of said statue, was also received. 
These gentlemen then requested that permission be given 

to place the statue on Madison Square, near Fifth Avenue and 
Twenty-third Street, in place of on the Central Park; and they 
offered, if the permission were granted, to pay all expenses of 
the constrnction of the foundations of the pedestal for the 
statue. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that he had, in company with the 
Landscape Architect, examined the various sites on the Central 
Park where the statue could be placed; and that both the 
Landscape Architect and he wereo£ the opinion that a site at 
the southwest corner of Madison Square was the best, and 
most appropriate for the statue, and that they had in the first 
place suggested this site to the Oommittee. 

The Committee then retired, and the President offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the statue of the late Wm. H. Seward be 
placed at the southwest corner of Madison Square. 

/ 
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That the Superintendent of Parks be, and hereby is, directed 
to make such changes 'in the walks of that portion of Madison 
Square as may be rendered necessary by the erection of said 
statue; and that the Committee, of Citizens presenting said 
statue be, and hereby are, permitted to construct the founda
tions for said statue, under the supervision of the Superintend
ent of Parks. 

\. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 134.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Minutes. 

The order of business was then resumed, and the minutes of 
the previous meetings of June 28th, July 12th and 19th, 1876, 
were read and approved. 

The following -communications were then presented and read: 

Tompkins Squa.re. 

From his Honor' the Mayor, transmitting a copy of the fol. 
lowing resolution, adopted by the Board of Aldermen on the 
22d June, viz. : 
. Resolved, That his HonGlr the Mayor be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested 

to make a thorough investigation of the causes that have produced the present 
outrageous condition of the surface of Tompkins Square, and if it is proved true 
that the present Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks then in office, 
and who authorized the destruction of said square, and expended thereon, as is 
calleged, between $20,00(} and $30,000, in violation of law and in opposition to the 
opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, the legal adviser of the city officials, 
then that he prefer charges again,st such Commissioners, an.d submit the same, 

'" with the testimony taken at such investigation, to his Excellency the Governor, 
IIIld'request his assent to the removal from. qffice of such derelict Commissioners. 

His_Honor the Mayor also asks for a full report "of all the 
~, facts in and about the matters and things in the resolution 
<, mentioned or referred to." 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a letter which lie 
had _prepared in answer to the communication of his Hono;r 
the Mayor. 



186 [ Wednesday, 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the letter prepared by 
the President be approved, that it be entered at length on the 
minutes, and that it be forwarded to his Honor the Mayor. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board, voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

(REPLY.) 

To the Ron. WiLLIAM H. WICKHAM, 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, ,_ 

36 Union Square (East). f 
NEW YORK, 26th July, 1876. 

Mayor of the Oity of New York: 
Sir,-We acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th July instant, communi

cating the resolutions passed by the Board of Aldermen in reference to Tompkins 
Square, and we propose to reply to it, although the resolution has since been re
scinded by the Board. 

The origin of thiM resolution is evident, from the letter of the Comptroller, on 
th" same subject, to Mr, Otterburg and others, dated 6th July, 1876, in which 
their purport is expanded into definite charges against this Department. 

The Comptroller himself is the Bole cause of the condition of this square. 
It would have been completed last fall but for Comptroller Green's obstruc

tions. The Comptroller has done his best to thwart the work, so that he could 
take advantage of its present unfortunate condition, unjustly to throw the blame 
of his own actions upon thi~ Department. The proof of the Comptroller's respon
sibility for the condition of Tompkins Square is herewith furnished. 

The money which pays for the work upon this square was received under an 
appropriation by the Legislature of 1875. Commissioners Martin and O'Donohue 
procured the appropriation. Neither of the other Commissioners aided in it, and 
Comptroller Green used every effort to defeat the appropriation, both before the 
Senate Committee and the Governor, but he was unsuc.cessful. 

As soon as the bill was signed, the plan for this work was ordered to comple. 
tion. Commissioners Stebbins and Williamson, who, in the Board ae then consti
tuted, represented the views and followed the policy of the Comptroller, refused 
tO,put any men at work on Tompkins Square, althongh it was urged repeatedly 
by Commissioners Martin and O'Donohue, until 27th September, 1875, and then 
,they £on~ented to only half the number required. On 23d October, Commissioner 
Martin moved for fifty additional laborers in order to complete Tompkins Square, 
and it was defeated by the negative votes of Messrs. Stebbins and Williamson. 

The re~ult of this was that, for want of a sufficient number of workmen, the 
work was not completed before the winter set in. With the number asked for it 
'could have been finished. 

The work which was done in the fall of 1875 was done by the day, under the 
opinion of lhe-CGunsel to the Corporation, addreased to the Comptroller under 
date of 1st November, 1875, in which, in an examination of this question, he says: 

"Under these circumstances my opinion is that the Park Department have 
" authority, ,with reference to the Riverside Park and Tompkins Square, to 

/ 
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"do the work contemplated either by contract or day's work, or in 8uch 
" manner as they shall deem best." 

In December the Cotnptroller raised the objection that the work should be done 
by contract and not by the day, and he refused· to meet the pay-rolls. In conse
quence of this new obstacle from Comptroller Green the work was obliged to be 
euspended in January, 

In March the plans and specifications were ordered for the grading and curbing 
of the square, and a contraet for this part of the work was in due time advertised 
and given out, and the work has been begun. 

The remainder of the work on the square can be done best by day's work. It 
is park work; the grading of the green sward, the planting of trees, the shaping of 
the terraced mound at the southwest corner, and the arbor at the northwest eorner. 
In the nature of the case, and like other park work, this cannot advantageously 
be done by contract. We take the ground that we have a right to do it, as park 
work, in which we have been supported by the opinion of the Corporation Counsel, 
given 1st November, 1875. It is these fruitless and frivolous questions raised by. 
the Comptroller, founded on his opposition to our refusal to reduce the rate of 
wages, and to the system of day's work, that has delayed the prosecution of this 
work to the present time. Comptroller Green is solely responsible for this delay. 
The members of this Board, except those who followed the policy and carried out 
the views of the Comptroller, have been strenuous in their efforts for the prosecu
tion of this work, and no cause or reason of any kind can be found for the delay or 
for its present condition, except in the obstructions of the Comptroller. 

There are two points on which we have always differed from him; the first is, 
. that we have steadily refused to reduce the wages of the laborer; secondly, we 

have insisted on doing, by the day and not by contract, work which cannot be 
done by contract. 

These are the only points that we know of, to account for his obstructions. 
Tompkins Square was originally laid out in paths and green sward and planted 

with trees, much the same as Washington Square. In 1870 the trees and grass 
were removed, having been mainly destroyed by misuse, a tar concrete surface was 
substituted, and it was turned into an open plaza for military parades .. To restore 
it to grass and foliage would have required the removal of the existing surface and 
a heavy deposit of mould in its place, which 'Yould have been very expensive. 
A plan was adopted, more economical in treatment and advantageous in effect, on 
the recommendation of Mr. Olmsted, by which the centre was reserved for a 
parade ground, and triangles on each. corner for grass and planting and for park 
purposes; on the southwest corner a terraced mound is provided, from which the 
whole surface of the square can be surveyed, and the northwest corner will be or
namented with an arbor and a fountain. This plan meets all the needs of the 
public service, and it would have been completed last winter except for the ob
structions of the Comptroller, which he properly described as "wholly inexcus
able." 

In his futile attempt to throw the blame of his own faults over upon this De
partment, the Comptroller had no other resource than to assign the trouble to 
false causes. 1st. That there was a lack of experience and ability in the present 
administration of the Department; and 2dly. That its attention was diverted from 
its proper duties to personal animosities and political compaigning. He will not 
in this way be able to turn the attention of the people from the vjces of bis own 
previous and long administration of this Department, and his more recent strug
gle to continue its direction furtively-vices which we are engaged in reforming 
thoroughly. 

We charge directly and distinctly upon the preceding administration of the 
Department, which was in the hands of the gentleman whom he Bought to have 
made its single and sole head, and which was mainly controlled by his views, that 
the abuses which we have reforlJled were those which hI> had originated, which 
hap filled the Department with partisans, and brought its administration to the 
highest stage of extravagance and the lowest stage of efficiency 

1st. We have displaced many of these partisans, and each vacancy has been 
filled by men appointed solely on the ground of superior merit. When it is added 



188 [ Wednesday, 

that the men removed were the personal followers of the Comptroller, who were 
capable of meeting his wishes and imitating, on an inferior scale, his political 
practices, we describe the worst class of men who can infest a city department. 

2d. We have also changed the whole poli~y of the Department. It waits no 
longer for the approval of the Comptroller, or any other external officer, upon its 
measures. aud it no longer drifts from plan to plan, and from day to day, at the 
pleasure of subordinate employes, without executive head or forethought. In 
place of it we have undertaken an administration which, in the end, will produce 
results more serviceable to the people with less money, and (despite the efforts of 
the Comptroller to obstruct us) greater efficiency of management at less expense 
than has ever before been obtained in its history. In the most effective and con
elusive way, to wit, by contrast of the present and the future with the past, we 
shall utterly condemn the expensive and useless projects of Mr. Green, while he 
led the Department, and put an end to that reckless extravagance of expenditure, 
of which there are so many unfinished examples left as his legacies for us to repair, 
and complete. 

His attacks upon us are adroit in two respects: 

1st. He charges npon us the very faults which he has been guilty of, and 
which he knows a reformed admiuistration will steadily bring to light, even 
though it must expose the errors of his management. 

2d. In respect to Tompkins Square, he creates the evil the people complain 
of, in ord~r to have the opportunity of making out of it a false accusation 
,against the administration which alone, and in spite of him, has accomplished 
everything that has been done for it. The Comptroller is too well known, 
and to too many people, to cause any apprehension that anyone will' be misled 
by. his statements or his charges. To give him an ample opportunity, we chal
lenge him to state a single fact, in respect to Tompkins Square, which will 
show that the blame for its unfinished condition rests npon anyone else than 
himself or the persons he has influenced, or to state a single fact sustaining any 
of his charges or instructions. No such fact exists. 

In order to obviate further obstructions by the Comptroller, and to prevent 
him from refusing to meet the pay-rolls, a resolution was introduced on the 
9th day of June, in the Board of .Aldermen, giving us authority to do the work 
on Tompkins Square by the day. This resolution was pending before them at 
the time they passed the resolution finding fault with us, which you 
transmit to us. They permitted the Comptroller to put them in the inconsis
tent position of blaming us for the delay in the work of which he was the sole 
cause, while they were refusing to pass this resolution authorizing us to do 
the work. 

On the 22d of July, instant, they passed the resolution under which, if you 
approve it, we will now be authorized to go on with this work, limiting its 
effect to the first day of September uext. This, everybody knows, is an insuffi
cient time in which to complete the work, for none of the planting, for in
stance, can be done before November; but it gives them the opportunity, 
in face of their own actions and in opposition to the truth, to assume that they 
and not we have been making determined offol"ts for the completion of 
Tompkins Square. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) W. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Pay-rolls. 

From his Honor the Mayor, forwarding a copy of the 
followin'g communication which he had received from the 
Comptroller of the city concerning the pay-rolls of this De-

/ 



July 26, 1876.] 189 

partment, and asking that "if the causes for complaint 
it therein contained are just, that they be remedied, if in the 
"power of the Department so to do." 

(Copy LETTER OF THE COMPTROLLER.) 

Hon. 'VILLIAM H. WICKHAM, 
Mayor : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, FINANCE DEFARTMENT, t 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFIOE. I 

June 26, 1876. 

Sir,-Herewith I transmit to you the pay-ralls of the Department of Public 
Parks for the. two weeks euding June 17, 1876, with ·warrants therefor 
amounting to $15,242.73. 

1 have signed the warrants because the laborers and employees upon the 
rolls have, !\SI am Itdvised, a just and legal claim for their services, and should 
not suffer by delay on account of irregularities in the management of the 
affairs of that Depart1llent. 

Bnt, in transmitti~g these pay-rolls, I call yonI' attention to the ·fact that 
they are not lUade dut in accordance with forms and methods of keeping the 
accounts which have been prescribed by the Finance Department, and which 
should be done in order to enable this Department to examine and audit tl~e 
pay-rolls properly and correctly, in conformity with the law. 

I have repeatedly brought this matter to the attention of the Department ilf 
Parks, an,d requested that the pay-rolls shall be made out correctly, and the in
formation furnished which is necessary for the guidance of this Department in 
examining and anditing them. In the absence of such information this Depart
ment can exercise no check upon wasteful and unlawful expenditures by the De
partment of Public Parks, and it cannot be ascertained whether the work charged' 
for has been performed in accordance with law. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) aNDREW H. GREEN, 

Comptroller. 

The PRESIDEN'l' then presented and read a reply to thecom~ 
lUunication of his Honor the Mayor. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said reply beap~ 
proved, that it be entered at length on the minutes, and that 
it be forwarded to his Honor the Mayor . 

• (Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 108.) 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question whether the Boal'd would 
'agree to said motion, and it was detertp.ined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-s'. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 
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(REPLY TO Hrs HONOR THE MAYOR.) 

BON. Will. H. WICKHAM, 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 Union Square (East.) 

NEW YOllK, July 26th, 1876. 

Mayor of the Oity of New York: 
Sir,-In reply to your letter of 5th July, inst., transmitting one to you from the 

Comptroller, of 26th June, I have the honor to submit copies of all the correspond
ence between this Department and the Comptroller since 1st May, 1876, on the 
subject of our pay-rolls, to wit: 

1. Letter from Comptroller, dated 11 May, 1876. 
2. Letter from this Department, dated 17 lIay, 1876. 
3. Letter from this Department, dated 9 June, 1876. 
(Here follows the above mentioned letters in full, and which are to be found on 

pages 39 and 109 of the minutes of May 19th and June 9th, 1876.) 
From this correspondencc it will be cIear-
1st. That we keep and render the accounts in the forms which have been pre

scribed by the comptroller, which have been in use by us, and accepted as suffi· 
cient by him since 1873. 

2d. That these accounts give the Cemptroller all the information that he has 
asked for, to the full extent to which he has notified us of what he wants. 

3d. That he has not prescribed any new or different forms for keeping and 
rendering the accounts. 

4th. That we are willing to give him any information as to these accounts that 
he wants, but that he has not specified any. 

You will see that all the substantial statements of his letter, to wit: 
1st. That the pay-rolls are not made out in accordance with the form which he 

has prescribed; 
2d. That he has repeatedly requested that the pay-rolls lihould be made out cor· 

rectly. . 
3d. That information should be furnished him which is necessary for the guid. 

ance of the Finance Department;-
are precieely contradicted by the facts. 
His statements are probably supported in his own mind by the circumstance 

that he has written letters on the business of the Department to individual Com
missioners, and has written letters to the Department, and enclosed and addressed 
them to individual Commissioners. 

These letters have never been received by the Board, nor have their contents 
become known to them. 

The practice of corresponding privately with different Commissioners on such 
separate topics of business as the Comptroller might select, and of sending letters 
to the Department addressed to individual Commissioners, at their offices or resi
dences, it was foreseen, would lead to so many delays and embarrassments that 
the Board. on the 21st June, 1876, adopted the following preamble and resolution: 

" Whtreas, The Comptroller has recently adopted tile practice of addressing 
" communications" relating to business between hinlself and this Department, to 
" one or more individual Commissioners, and of addressing others to the Depart
" ment, and then enclosing them to an individual Commissioner. 

" In view of the proprietiell' of official correspondence, and in order to prevent 
" confusion and embarrassment to the public business: -

"Resolved, That such letters will not be received or considered by the Board." 
It canuot cause any inconvenience to the Comptroller to send his official corres

pondence directly to this Department, and we will not allow ourselves to be 
, drawn 'into. any of his irregular practices of entangling and embarrassing public 

affairs. 
He has chosen t'o use language in his letter to you which implies that there are 

irregularities in the management of our affairs, and wasteful and unlawful expen. 
ditures. Persons familiar with the moods of the Comptroller will recognize such 
imputations as his habit, when he knows that he is in the wrong. 

He knows that he cannot state any facts in support of such imputations. 

./ 
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The member of our Board, to whom the Comptroller asked the Legislature to 
give the whole powers of the Department, and COBstitute its single head, has re
peatedljr moved to reduoo the rate of wages, but these motions havtl always been 
defeated. 
. For such of our work as can advantageously be done by contract, we have 
adopted that mode of doing it; while for such as cannot advantageously be done 
in that way, we have continued the method of day's work. 

Besides th.ese two points, we .10 not know of any differences with the Comp, 
troller. If we could expect him to face the responsibility of declaring these or 
;any of our operations as "irregular, was·teful or unlawful." we would meet him, 
and for everyone of his false accusations, show ten distinct reforms in economy 
and efficiency, since the time when he had the control or directed the management 
of this Department. . 

We do not expect this from him, for he can never face the facts; but in dne 
time, 001,' work will show contra.sts with his, which we will not hesitate to pub. 
lish, and which will shuw him to be the originator of the useless aud extravagant 
projects ilil this ·Department, which have proved to bEl so disastrous to the public. 

We are now conducting the general maintenance of the Parks at an expense 
<me· half less than that of either of the few preceding years, and are enforcing 
economy in every field of our work, and, with greater efficiency of.management, 
we are producing results every way more beneficial to the public. • 

No one knows this better than the Comptroller. The proof of it is fonnd in 
this: that in all his attacks upon us, at the present time, or before the Legis
lature last winter, he has never passed from vague and scandalous charges to the 
definite specification of a single fact. 

A letter has recently-on the 12th July ult.-been received from Comptroller 
Green on the subject, in which he conforms to the request made in our letter of 
11th June, and prescribes new forms for the acconnts. This is now under con
sideration to its practicability, and the additions which will be necessary to the 
clerical force. By this letter he concedes the whole point of the correspondence, 
a~d shows that we have, up to this time, fully conformed to everything, in re
'l!pect to the aceouuts, which we had been required to do. 

I am, sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

WM.. R. MARTIN, 
President D. P. P_ 

Pay-rolls. 

From ~he Comptroller of the City, enclosing a form of pay
roll, and prescribing as follows, viz : 

"That a sepamte pay-roll shall be prepared by the Depart
" ment of Public Parks in the form hereto annexed, properly 
"certified by the Commissioners of said Department, of the 
" persons employed by said Department on each different work 
" or kind of work conducted and carried on by said Depart
" ment, and the location of each of said works respectively. 

" That there shall also be made out and transmitted to the 
" Finanoe Department, with each pal-roil, a schedule stating 
" the account to which the CommiSSIOners of the Department 
" of Public Parks deem it proper that the total amount of said 
" pay-rolls should be charged. 

" That the said pay-rolls be so prepared by the Department 
~l of Public Parks, that no employee on any work, payable· 
" out of taxation as prescribed by the Board of Estimate and 
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" Apportionment, shall be inclnded on the same roll with work 
" payable from the proceeds of any other account or fund." 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a report upon the 
subject of the Oomptroller's communication. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said report be received 
and printed at length on the minutes. 

I 
(Minutes. June 9, 1876, p. 108, and page 189.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, ON THE SUBJECT OF PRESCRIPTIONS 
OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT, WITH REFERENCE TO THE 
PREPARATION OF THE PAy-RoLLS. 

The letter from Comptroller Green, upon the form of keeping 
and rendering the accounts, dated 8th July, 1876, was sent to 
the office of this Department on the 12th instant. 

I.-It contains the nrst indication ever received from the 
Oomptroller as to the changes he desired in the form of keep
ing and rendering accounts. His language-which for one so 
well acquainted as he is with the accounts, seems to be pur
posely obscure-calls for the follOWing changes in the making 
up of the pay-rolls. 

1st. That the men who are employed on maintenance work 
and paid out of the moneys received from the Board of Esti
mate and Apportionment, shall be :(llaced on pay-rolls distinct 
from those on construction work paId for out of the moneys 
appropriated by the Legislature; and that this shall be done 
.even in the case of a laborer who works a part of his time on 
each class of work, and that each laborer shall appear on each 
separate pay-roll for the time he gives to each distinct work. 

2d. That the different works or kinds of work, and their lo
cation, whether of construction or maintenance, shall be placed 
on separate pay-rolls. This appears to refer to the subdivision 
,of maintenance and construction money. There) is no indica
tion that 'this subdivision should extend further~ 

3d. 'rhat these pay-rolls sJ1all be accompanied by a schedule, 

,. 

.. 
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ih which they are surpmarized under the head of the accounts, 
to which the different pay-rolls are chargeable. 

H.-Under the existing 'appropriation the following classifi
cations are made by the sources from which the appropriation 
is derived. 

1. Maintenance money, appropriated by the Board of Esti-
mate and Apportionment. 

Salaries. 
Police. 
Maintenance of Parks (and Museums). 
Harlem River Bridges. 
Music CentI-al Par ll:. 
Independen~e dav. 
Maintenance and' government 2sd and 24th Warde. 
Rebuilding and repairs Bronx river bridges. 
Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards. 
City Hall pavement. 

2. Construction money under Chapter 908, Laws of 1875; 
Ill.-These are the only subdivisions of work recognized by 

the authority which has made the appropriation, and to which 
we are under any legal obligation to conform. Since the Comp
troller has failed to define any further subdivisions, although 
the whole subject is minutely within his own knowledge, we 
are not to infer that he means anything more than the law re
quires. 

In any view, to go beyond the subdivision above indicated 
will materially interfere with the operations of the Department, 
and will increase the expense of the clerical force without any 
advantage. . 

IV.-For a long period of years the method of conducting the 
operatioIJ,s of the Department have been as follows: 

The men have been grouped in gangs under different fore
men, each covering certain kinds of mechanical work, or else 
general work in a certain locality. 

The following are the subdivisions at the present time: 
1. Foreman Treadwell, over the carpenter's work, with about 

fifteen men. 
2. Foreman Van Riper, over the machinist's work, with about 

twelve men. 
3. Foreman Croft, over the mason's, with about fifty men 

(including fifteen laborers). 
4. Foreman Smith, over rock excavation work, with about 

twenty-five men. 
5. Foreman Meehan, over the stables, with about thirty-five 

men. 
6. Foreman McGovern, over the upper section of the Park, 

with about eighty men. 
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7. Foreman Hodges, Over the central section of the Park, with 
about fifty-two men. 

S. Foreman Crowley, over the lower section of the Park, with 
a.bout sixty men. 

9. Foreman Flanagan, over the small City Parks above Canal 
Street, with about twenty men. 

10. Foreman Crimmins, on the small City Parks below Canal 
Street, with about ten men. . 

11. Foreman Johnson, on East River Park, with about forty
five men. 

The first four of these foremen follow their mechanical work 
in whatever locality work of their kind is going on. The re
maining seven supervise all the work of all kinds, both mainte
nance and construction, within their allotted district, except the 
mechanical work coming under the first four foremen. 

Each one of these foremen attends to all the work that comes 
within his supervision, with the same men, and men are used 
in maintenance work or construction work as the work is ready 
to be done. It often happens that men a.re transferred from a 
piece of maintenance work to a piece of construction work, and 
that one man may be employed on several different works on 
the same day. In the actual operation in the field, an econom
ical method requires that the same men shall be employed on 
the work that at the time needs to be done, and that construc
tio.n and maintenance work may be put before them in frequent 
alternation. In this respect, the division between the main
tenance and construction accounts is artificial; for instance, the 
carpenter's gaug may be employed for a whole or part of the 
day upon repairs of a building which is maint.enance, and then 
transferred, a part of them, to the new boat house, which is 
construction, and the rest of them to repair one of the wild an
imal's cages, which is maintenance; and this duty of keeping 
the men constantly employed, and the work rapidly pushed, is 
the test of a capable foreman. 

It will appear from this that the distinction between main
tenance and construction work is, in some sense, arbitrary; 
for instance, the graveling of a road when it has been washed 
away is maintenance, and the extension of the same road up 
to the gate, where it had been left unfinished, is construction. 
Setting out new trees is construction, and pruning standing 
ones is maintenance. These distinctions are sometimes nice, 
but they are settled upon long established rules and practice 
in the Department, which are applied with precision to meet 
these distinctions, and they are points on which the Depart
ment, if they have any function at all, must exercise an un
questioned judgment. 

By the present practice, the foreman of each gang divides 

./ 
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. the aggregate of homs his men (say 30) have worked that 
day (say 240 hours) upon the difi'er4!nt pieces of work upon 

. which they have been employed, for instanee- I 

Hours. 
Road-repairing ...............••.• .• ' , .• , ..... , • , • . . 40 
Road-constructing ., ... , ....... ~ . . . . • • • • •. . •. • . •. .. 130 
Planting. . . . . ....••••.••..•... , ... . • • •. • • . • • . • • • . . . . . 20 
Grass cutting.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. , •• . . . . ,. . . . . ... . . .. . 8 
Cleaning walks ...... , . . . . . • . . . . . . . ••. . •• •• . . . . . • . . . . 25 
Care of buildings. . . . . .•. • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . 7 
Preparing manure .•....••..•.•.........•.•...•... :.. 10 

240 
and thi!;! return goes to the Superintendent, who marks these 
works respectively as construction or maintenance, according 
to established principles, for this duty is not left to the fore
men; the pay-rolls are made out for these ruen every two 
weeks; the amount for each gang is added together, and the 
aggregate of the pay-rolls of all the gangs is divided into two 
items, showing how much of it went to constrnction and 
how milch to maintenance. ' 

V.-To make the change proposed by the Comptroller of 
placing each nlan on a separate pay-roll for the time he gives 
to construction work and the time he gives to maintenance 
work, when they are transferred so frequently from one piece 
of work to another, and each gang has so many diffelent 
items of work to attend to, both of maintenance and construc
tion, will require an account to be kept with each laborer, and 
their transition is so frequent as to require a large increase in 

. the clerical force. They will require also a new system of 
time books and foremen's returns and the preparation of new 
blanks. 

VI.-From this outline of the field work of the Department, 
it is apparent that it is not necessary to make any further 
sub-divisions than as above set forth,. for the following 
reasons: 

1st. The law does not require it. . 
2d. rfhe details of work are entirely within the control and 

management of this Department, and not of the Comptroller; 
our actions and determinations are not subordinate either to 
his judgment or criticism. These are among our unquestion
able powers and duties, and the law makes our conclusions 
binding npon the Comptroller. This- ia a situation which theJ:e 
is no propriety in our cb.anging, . 

3d. The present metHod of keeping the 'accounts will exhibit 
all tbo.iJ is above stated, if we, have the incl"ease. of the clerical 
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force above indicated, for it will necessarily require, instead of 
a division of the aggregate of the hours each gang are em
ployed, an individual account with I each laborer. 

4th. The power given the Qomptroller under the 29th Sec
tion of the Charter, to prescribe the form of keeping and 
r(;\ndering the accounts, refers to those accounts which we are 
by law required to keep and render. It does not give the 
Comptroller any new legislative powers to require of us more 
than the law imposes on us. 

Comptroller Green has now, and has had for many years, an 
accurate knowledge of all the modes of operations of the 
Department, and of all that is here stated; and until he 
chooses to indicate some more minute subdivision, it is 
proper to assume that he wants of us exactly what the law 
requires us to give. 

VII.-I therefore reccommend: 
1st. That new time-books and the necessary blanks be pre

pared, and requisition made for printing of the same. 
2d. That, when these books and blanks are obtained and 

approved, the accounts be kept and rendered as follows: 
(a.) Showing the men employed on maintenance and those 

on construction on separate pay-rolls, inclucUng the case where 
the same man does both kinds of work. 

(b.) That the nature or kind of work be subdivided accord
ing to the requirements of law, as stated in the second para
graph, with a description of the location to the same extent. 

3d. That at the outset, an attempt be made to do the addi
tional clerical work with one more clerk. 

VIII.-In addition to the business points, which are proper, 
subjects of his communication, and which have been ahove 
fairly contlidered, the Comptroller lowers his office to make his 
official correspondence the vehicle of his personal spite, of at
tempts at petty annoyance, and for deliberate falsehoods. In 
these respects he is not to be sheltered or protected by the 
proprieties of an official correspondence. His action, in doing 
so, makes it the duty of this Department to meet these attacks 
at once, to put the proper stamp on him, and to make the 
proper distinction bet" een the offieial intercourse which they 
are compelled to have with him, and his shameless conduct as 
a man. 

IX.-Since thQ control of the Department was changed in 
May of this year, and the Comptroller saw that his traditional 
modes of administration were subverted, his hold upon it lost, 
and that every change would bring to light the corruptions and 
abuses that have grown under his fostering care, his instinct 
led him to recognize the necessity of making some" attack on 
the Department, and he had to resort to falsehood when he 

/ 
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could find no facts to serve him. He began by the practice of 
writing communications personally to one, or to three, of the 
four Commissioners, and not to the Department or. to its offi
cers.When he found that these communications were treated 
as they deserved, he resorted to the practice of heading his 
letters to the Department, and then enclosing them in enve
lopes addressed to an individual Commissioner, and sending 
them to his house or office, and afterward addressing them 
personally to one of the Commissioners and sending them to 
the office of the Department. These practices were such a 
violation of official propriety that the Board, by a resolution, 
on 21st June last, refused to receive or consider them. 

It was foreseen that this practice wO.uld lead to embarrass
ments and entanglements in the public business, which would 
further his purpose of making trouble with the Department. 
There could be no reason why he should not send his commu
nications directly to the Department, and he admits the irregu
larity of his practices and his personal purposes byaddressmg 
properly, and sending directly, to the Department such commu
nications as the one now in question, to which he desires to 
receive an answer. . 

Mr. Green could never expect such practices to be tolerated. 
Mr. Green's effort at Albany, last winter, in reference to this 
Department, was to give its whole powers to one of the Com
missioners, as its single executive. This purpose was defeated, 
and he now seeks, in the mode above described, to manage it 
when he can, and to entangle it where he cannot manage it. 

X.-This puerile practice of descending to petty annoyances 
further aids the Comptroller in making false issues with the De
partment. He knows that we did not, and should not have paid 
any attention to his letter of 29th May, and that the Depart
ment had not any knowledge of its contents. He knows that 
his statements,.that we have been repeatedly requested, but are 
unwilling to furnish him the. required information, or that we 
have sent to him pay-rolls without regard to the prescribed mode 
of making them, that our attention has been repeatedly drawn 
to the insufficiency of the schedules, that these schedules have 
been continued against the repeated protests of his Department, 

. that we have attempted to evade the subject, or to frustrate 
his efforts to obtain information, and that the schedules are 
not correct-are unqualified and malicious falsehoods. Those 
letters were never sellt officially to the Department, and have 
never come to the actual knowledge of any of the officers, ex
ceptto the three of the four Commissioners to whom they 
were first addressed, and who did not communicate them to 
the Department. This mode of writing letters is a cunning 
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invention to make trouble. If it was tolerated, it would en
able him to have a record of letters sent to the Department 
which they might never receive, or receive too late for the con
tents to be of service to them. It would enable him to occupy 
different ,Commissioners with separate subjects of business, 
procure discordant action, and, with the collusion of the Com
missioner who co-operates with him, carry out his purpose of 
()reating as much embarrassment as he can. On every ground 
of official propriety, self-respect, and of appreciation of his 
purposes, the majority of the Board were right in stopping 
this at the start. 

XI.-The Comptroller has good reasons for his hostility to 
this Department. He knows it is full of abuses and corrup
tion which he has cr\~ated, of incapable partisans whom he has 
foisted into it, of sinecures and extravagances which have 
served his personal ends. He knows the present administra
tion will conduct it with greater efficiency at a greatly reduced 
expense, and that every coutract which this year's administra
tion will make, will expose his incompetence, his extravagance, 
and exhibit him as the originator-except where he has been 
controlled by the better judgment of other men-of the reckless 
and extravagant projects which led on to the recent regime of 
profligate expenditure that ha3 pro·ved so disastrous to the 
general. interests of the city, and which will stamp his true 
character in the Park management, where he has gained a 
reputation by putting forth the work and ideas of capable men 
under his own name. The inevitable necessity in which he 
finds himself in respect to this Department, supplies him with 
the motive for breaking down its present administration, and 
for his attacks upon it. They do not justify his falsehoods, 
nor the false issues he is making. On the facts we challenge 
him to any controversy he dares to face. 

XII.-One additional fact will illustrata the extent to which 
he will go, the false positioll he will take, and theinjuries he 
will inflict in carrying out his hostile purposes. The pay-roll 
of April 22, 1876, was presented to him at the end of that 
month. It was made on forms which had been in use, and 
accepted by him as sufficient since 1873. He refused to pay it 
for four weeks, on the ground, stated on 11th May, that it diel 
not contain information, which he had never asked for, and 
which was first communicated to us in his letter received 12th 
July, and which is now under consideration. This objection 
was utterly untenable on its iace, and whatever its merits, there 
was no reason for making the laborer suffer for it. The Presi
dent, on behalf of these laborers, caused a 30 days' demand to 
be made for each of them, which WaS preliminary to the com-

• 
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mencement of a suit. It was an appropriate remedy, because 
it brought him to the day on which he did not dare to meet 
the consequences of his own injustice-to the laborers, and also 
because the right way to deal with an officer who is lost to all 
sense of justice, was to force him into that position where he 
had to back out. 

It is an unpleasaBt part of official duty to have to meet 
such attacks. When they are made there is no other course 
than to meet them so decidedly as to end them. 

Third .Avenue Bridge. 

From the Clerk of the Oommon COlUlCil,; forwaJ:ding a copy 
'Of the,following resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and hereby is, authorized to 
purchase, otherwise than by contract, a steam-engine, with all its necessary 
-appurtenances, t.o be "sed for the purpose of opening and shuttiI!g the draw of the 
'Third .Avenue Bridge, over the Harlem river . 

.Adopted by the Board of .Aldermen, July 13, 1876. 
Approved by the Mayor, July 18, 1876. 

(Minutes, Juna 23, 1876, p. 149.) 

Filed. 

Employ4is of the Department. 

From the Clerk of the Oommon Oouncil, forwarding a copy 
'Of the following resoilltions, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Department of Public FarkR be, and is hereby, directed to 
report to this Board, as soon as possible, a statement showing the ¥mes of every 
-employee of t,hat Department, with the residence of, and compensation paid to 
'each, including laborers; also a statemont showing, in detail, the expenditurel! 
under the items of appropriation made for said Department, for the present year. 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Boston .A. venue. 

From the Superin.tendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, report
ing that he had repaired the culvert in Boston Avenue, oppo
site Home Street" which the Boord of Health bad com
plained of. 

(Minutes, June 23, 1876, p. 148.) 

Filed. 

R L. Olmsted, Lana~cape .Architect. 

FrGm the Oounsel to the Corporation, in reply to a commu-
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IDeation from the President, asking his opinion as to whether 
Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect, had vacated his posi
tion as an employe of the Department, by accepting the position 
of a commissioner to make a sur .. ey of the State of New York, 
under the provisions of Chapter 193, Laws of 1876, in which 
he states: 

"Under the circumstances I think the question submitted by 
" the Department is one which should be passed upon by the 
" courts, and which cannot be settled except by a decision of 
" the court of last resort. . I shall of course be happy to do 
" anything in my power to facilitate Mr. Olmsted in obtaining 
" an early decision from that conrt." 

Filed. 

The PRESIDEN'r then offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

Whereas, On 31stMay, Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, the Land-
scape Architect of this Department, accept~d and entered upon / 
an office tendered him by the State, nnder Chapter 193 of the 
Laws of 1876, without advice as to the effect it might have on 
his said position. as Landscape Architect in this Department, 
under Section 114 of the Charter of 1873. 

A.nd whereas, The Oounsel to the Corporation has given his 
"pinion that it is doubtful whether Mr. Olmsted's acceptance 
ot said state office did not vacate his position as Landscape 
Architect of this Department, and Mr. Olmsted has thereupon 
resigned the office which he held from the State. 

Resolved, That Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted be, and he 
hereby is, reinstated and continued Landscape Architect of 
this Department from this date, at the salary of six thousand 
dollars per annum. 

A.rid wheroos, Mr. Olmsted has, during the whole period from 
31st May to the present time, rendered to this Department, and 
this Department has received from him, without interruption, 
the same servicesaswere heretofore rendered by him as·Land
scape Architect; therefore, it is further 

Resvlved, That allowance and payment be made to him for 
his services to the Department from ~lst May to the present 
date, at the rate of six thousand dollars per annum. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said preambles and 
resolutions be laid over until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 
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Gravel for the repair of Roads, &<I. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that if he does 
not receive a supply of gravel, for the rep~ir of the roads and 
walks in the Parks, from the (Jontracto:r to whom the late con
traot was awarded, he will be obliged to make ~ requistion for 
six or eight hundred cubic yards. 

The PRl)!SIDENT stated that the Comptroller had not yet re
turned the proposal of Mr. John S. Masterson, to whom the' 
C()ntra.ct was awarded, with his action in regard to the approval 
of the sureties. He, therefoJ;e, moved that screened gravel to 
the amount of three hundred and fifty cubic yards, for the re· 
pairs of the roads and walks of the Parks, be purchased as the 
Superintendent shall require it. 

(Minutes, June 28th, 1876, p. 155.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agJ,'ee to said motiqn, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wei
more-4. 

John Murphy. 

:From Mr. Frederick Smyth and others, recommending Mr. 
John Murphy for a position on the. police force. 

Filed. 

Comm~ications from the Comptroller. 

Commissioner STEBBINS presented two letters, which he had 
:recei,ved from the Comptroller of the city, and which, he stated 
were addressed to the Department, and had relation to public 
business. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that said communications could not 
Pe received, as they were addressed and sent to an individual 
Commissioner, and not to the Department. 

. (June 21, 1876, p. 143.) 
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Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report ~ . 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Baker, Smith &; Co., labor and materials. Museum Natural 

HistOlry ....... .. 

Bonker, John .A., screened gravel. ... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Byrne, Jas. E., corn, oats, bran, &c ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ....... 

Central Gas :Light Co.rgas ............. HarlemR.B. Rps., 

Impt. and M ... 

Colte .Arms Co., casting for engine ...... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

ComposIte Iron Works Co., lamp·post ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Colwell :Lead Co., !.ead pipe ••.••....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Dodworth's Band, music ....•.. '" .' .... Music Central 

Park. .......• , 

Gates, Church E. &; Co., lumber ..•.••••. Mnint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

GrafulIa, C. S., music ...• , .....•........ Music Central 

Pal'k ........ .. 

Harlem Gas Light .Co., gas ....••••••.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 
Harlem R. Bridges 

Reps., Impt. &- M. 

Horgan, Cornelius, meat ......... '" ... Maint. and GOVlll't 

P. andP ...... 

Keuffel &; ES5er, drawing materials ...... Music Central 

Park ........ . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... .. 

McD~ott, P;, labor and materials ...... Museum Natura! 

Histol'y ...... .. 

$4,000 00 

1.208 67 

343 21 

6000 

3 80 

12 00 

'10 88 

2'16 O(} 

39' 4(} 

2'75 O(} 

$174 oO' 

69 60 

---- 233 61} 

~79 18 

$8 40 

71) liO 

---- 83 90> 

2,000 00 

/ 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas ....••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Murphy & Nesbit, bricks .............. Museum Natural 

History .••.•.. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....••.•. 

Mulholland, Patrick,labor and materials. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

New York Gas Light Co., gas ......... Maiht. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Raynolds, O. T. & 00., paints, varnishes, 

&c ............................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Roberts, G. S., testing iron .....•.•..• Harlem R E., Rps., 

Imp. andM ..... 

Russell, W. D., belting ................ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. ............••... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •.••... 

Harlem R. B., Rps., 

Imp. and M ..... ,' 

City Parks Imp!:. 

Fund .•.•••••. 

VanNest Bros., harness materials. ..•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... . 

Van Tassell & Kearney, wagon ..•••... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Wal,sh, Coulter & Flagler, nails, &c ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... .. 

Wheatley R R, oats, straw, &c .•••.. Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ........ . 

2!Ht 00 

$64 00 

463 00 
527 O() 

1,861 88 

624 00 

$1 20 

4248 
43 68 

425() 

• 36 

21 20 

80 

68 00 

80 00 

20 '11 

146 00 

$3 82 

20 72 
24 64 

41 34 
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Wiebusch & Hilger, Hardware Co., cups, 

&0 ........... " .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .•...... $3,134 16 

QityParks Improvement Fund......................... 2,592 46 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint .. 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .....•••......... 

Music Central Park ..........••...........•..•....... 

162 80 

84 90 

558 40 

Museum Natural History...... ............. ........... 6,(;64 00 

& 27 

$12,596 '72 

--- $12,596 '72 

Amounting, in the aggregate, to the sum of twelve thousand five hundred and 

nin\lty.six dollars and seventy-two cents. 

(Signed) 

Nxw YORK, July 2&, 18'76. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing Com-
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f mittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above-mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
oi, I;l.S follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohu6J Wet
more-4. 

J. P. Ryan. Jacob Seabold. 

The PRESIDENT presented agreem6nts, which h6 had pre
pared, with Mr. J. P. Ryan and Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., for 
the conducting of the refreshment saloons on the Battery Park 
a,nq East River Park, respectively. 

(Minutes, June 28, 18'76, p. 163.) 

Laid,ov6f until the next lUtleting of the Board. 

/ 
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, Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Re80lved, That Mr. Calvert v:aux, Architect, be requested to 

attend at the next meeting of the Board and explain the rea
son of his d~lay in presenting the plans and specifications for 
the 'completion of the Museum of Art. 

JMinutes, JlIl!uary'1, 1876, p. 505.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive,a majority .of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Com~issioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

mor~ 

Laborer detailed to the President. 

The PRESIDENT stated that since his accession to offic6.and . 
under his directions, the Superintendent had detailed a laborer to 
report personally to him each morning and evening for orders, 
and that he found such assistance necessary in the discharge of 
hiB administrative duty. He then offered the,following reaolu
'tion.: 

Resolved, That the action of thePresidellt abovastated be 
approved, and that the Superintendent be, and is hereb;},:, directed. 
to continue to detail a laborer for the sernceof the President 
whenever he mayrequire such assistance. 

The PRESIDENT put the question w'hethertheBoard would 
~agree to said resolution, ana. It was d.ete1"niined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board 'Voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Copy Minutes for Compta>~ller. 

'ComtriisSioner'STEBBDlS moved,thatthe Seer.eta.1j" be directed 
'toiran.smit to the 'Oomptl'oller of th~ .eityaprinted ,copyof 
the minntes of ~aehmeeting of ,the Board. 

Adopted. 
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Carpenters. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent required six 
additional carpenters, and moved that that number be em
ployed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Statue of La Fayette. 

Tp.e PRESIDEN'T:' then moved to take up the subject of the site 
for the statue of General La Fayette. 

(Minutes July 19,1876, p. 170.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the statue of General La Fayette be placed at 

the south end of Union Square. 
That the Superintendent of Parks be, and hereby is, directed 

to make such changes in the walks in that portion of Union 
Square, as may be rendered necessary by the erection of said 
statue; and 

That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to proceed 
with the construction of the foundation for the pedestal. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet- / 

more-4. 

Minutes. 

The SECRETARY reported that twenty volumes of the Minutes, 
for the year ending ..\pril 30, 1876, had been bound, and were 
now ready for distribution as the Board should direct. 

(Minutes April 28th, 1876, p. 780.) 

i 
'0 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that said volumes be dis
tributed by the Secretary, on the order of the President. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 1 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Friday, the 28th inst., at 3 o'clock 
P.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P.· 



/ 
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FRIDAY, JULY 98th, 1876. 

ADJOUR~ MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 
" WETMORE. 

Commissioner WETMORE stated that, owing to the sudden 
death of a friend, of which he had just received notice, he was 
unable to remain for the meeting, and he then retired. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 26th inst., was dispensed with . 

• Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that, in accordance with the directions . 
of the Board at the last meeting, Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, 
was in attendance, with the plans a.nd specifications for the 
completion of the Museum of Art, and he moved that he be 
now received. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Calvert.Vaux, Architect, was then received, and he pre
sented the plans and specifications for the following works in 
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connection with the Museum of Art, and which, he stated, were 
all that 'were necessary to complete the said building, viz : 

Carpenter's work. 
Plasterer's work and gas-fitting. 
Plumber's work 
Heating and ventilating. 
Elevator. 
Tiling. 

The PRESIDENT moved that John Taylor Johnston, Esq., Presi
dent of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Committee of 
said Museum on the plans of said building, be requested to 
attend at this office on Tuesday, the 1st August next, at 2 
o'clock r. M., for the purpose of consultation in regard to said 
plans and specifications, in pursuance of the resolution of 
January 7th, 1876. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876,' p. 205.) 

Adopted. 

Police. 

The PRESIDENT stated that, in pursuance of the authority 
given him at the meeting of June 21st last, he had engaged Dr. 
John T. Darby to make an examination of the physical condi
tion of all the police force, and that he now had received his 
report giving the particulars of his examination of each man, 
which report was open to the inspection of the Commission
ers. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p.143.) 

Special Police. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Special Policemen George Ma
comb and Edward G. Tully be continued in the employment 

v' 

/ 
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-of the Department during the month of August, at the same 

rate of pay which they now receive. 
(Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 1211.) 

The PREsIDENr put the question whether the Board would 
a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, OjDonohue-3. 

Mill Brook Sewer in Brook Avenue, 

The PRESIDENT mm'ed that Edgar B. Van Winkle be, and 
hereby is, appointed an Assistant Engineer on the work of the 
construction of a sewer in Brook A venue, from the Kills near 
Harlem River to a point in 165th Street, in the Twenty-third 

Ward. 
(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 128.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determinoa in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

Reduction of Maintenance Force. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it was necessary to reduce the ex
penses of the maintenance of the parks immediately, and 
therefore moved.tha.t the maintenance force be reduced by the 
discharge of forty laborers and five horses and carts. 

(Minutes, June 14, 1876, p. 124.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in "fa.vor thereof, as follows: , 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue-3. 

• 
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Sta.tues. 

The .PRESIDENT presented a communication from the Land
scape .Architect, upon the subject of the erection of statues 
in the Parks, and moved that it be referred to Commissioner 
Stebbins to report upon . 

.Adopted. 
(Minutes, January 12, 1874, p. 521). 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 4.30 

o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 

/ 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9d, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present~Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
. " WETMORE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Friday the 4th inst., at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 4th, 1816. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meetings of July 26th and 28th, and August 2d. 
1876, was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the foll~wing resolution, viz. : 

Re8olved, That it be, and is hereby, ordered and directed that the Department 
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work necessary to complete 

'> Tompkins Square, according to the plans on file in said Department, not em· 
braced in the contract f9r grading and regulating said Square, made with 
Stephen Roberts, to be completed as speedily as possible; and for that purpose 
authority is hereby given to said Department to prosecute said work by days' 
labor, and they are hereby dirbcted to so prosecute ssid work by days' labor, 
and they are hereby directed to so prosecnt.e the sam!). The authority hereby 
given shall continue only until the first day of Septembl!r next. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, July 22d. 18'16, three-fourths of all the 
members elected voting in favor thereof. 

Approved by the Mayor, August 1st, 18'16. 
(Minutes, July 26, 18'16, p. 185.) 

Filed. 
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The PRlllSIDENT stated that the work of completing Tomp-
o kins Square would now go forward as heretofore determined 

on by the Board, and that the number of men anthorized to 
be employed would be placed on the work as soon as possible. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the pay of all 
laborers, &c., employed on Tompkins Square, be fixed at the 
same rates which are now allowed and paid by the Department 
of Public Works. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 99.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Aye-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, stating that he had 
obtained the following estimates for a steam~engine, with a 
wooden platform and roof, covered with tin, viz. : 
W. E. Worthen ............................... , $3,100 00 
C. H. Delamater & 00. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,300 00 
New York Safety Steam POWel' 00. . . . . . . . . . . . • .. 6,400 00 

Also statiug, that the engine made by W. E. Worthen will 
be sufficiently good for all purposes required, but recommend-
ing that the platform and roof be made of iron in place of 

. wood and tin, although it would slightly increase the expense. 
(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 63.) 

The PRESIDENT moved, that an order be given to Mr. W. E. 
Worthen for a steam engine, with an iron platform and cover, to 
be placed in proper position on Third A venue Bridge; the engine 
to be constructed, and the work to be executed, under the 
directions and to the satisfaction of the Engineer of Construc
tion. 

/ 
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The PB.ESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion. and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Q'Donohue, Wet
more-4 . 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr .. Calvert Vaux, Architect, stating that the following 
are the estimates of the cost of the several contracts for com
pleting the Museum of Art, the specifications for which he 
submitted on July. 28th ult., viz. : 
Carpenter's work............. ..........•.•......•••••••••.•..•.. $39,500 
Plasterer's " ..... " . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • ... . . • •. . . . .. . . . 18,000 
Plumbing and gas.fitting......... .. • . . • . ... . ... . . .. . . .. . • . . .. • . .. . . . 4,500 
Heating and ventilating ......................•... : •••.•......... ,. 17,500 
Elevator, &c .................................•.......•. :.. ....... 6,300 
Tiling ..•..................•... , " . .. •• . ...........••..•.•. ,.... 12,000 

Also submitting the specifications and plans for an additional 
contract, for the iron work for galleries in the Main Hall, the 
cost of which he estimates at $13,600. 

(Minutes, July 28, 1876, p. 209) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. John Taylor Johnston, the 
President of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Cam
mittee of the Trustees of said Museum, were invited to attend 
and examine the plans and specifications, as directed by the 
Board. He then presented a letter from Mr. ~heodore Weston, 
on behalf of said Committee of Trustees, approving of the 
following plans and estimates, viz. : 
Carpenter's work. 
Plasterer's work. 
Plumbing, &c. 
Heating and ventilating. 
Elevator, &0. 

Filed. 
(MinuteR, July 28, 1876, p. 210.) 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the following plans and specifications submit

ted by Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, for the completion of the 
Museum of Art, be approved, viz.: carpenter's work, plas
terer's work, plumbing and gas fitting, heating and ventilat
ing, and elevator. 

And that the Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the 
necessary advertisments for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Maintenance of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. Wm. G. Ackerman and others, complaining that 
certain roads in the King's Bridge District of the 24th Ward 
are greatly out of repair, and requesting that they be' covered 
with gravel as soon as pre,cticable. 

(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 180.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, 
to report. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a statement, prepared from the 
books of the Department, which shows that the appropriation 

for the maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards stood as fol
lows on July 31, 1876, viz. : 

Balance July 31, 1876 ........................................ " .$17,503 28 

Pay Roll for July, estimated ........................... $5,500 00 

Contract for gravel awaiting approval of sureties.. . .. . ..... 8,172 50 

-- 13,67250 

Balance available for remainder of year. • • . . . . .. .. . ....... $3,830 78 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 

be, and hereby is, directed to discharge, from and after the 5th 
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inst., one-half of the laboring force, including teams employed 
in said wards, and that within ten days thereafter he discharge 
one-half of the remainder. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Ohairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and andited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Annin & Co., flags. . ...••............ Independence Day 

Casey, John A rosin and barrells. " ... Independence Day 

Colgate & Co., candles .........•...... Independence Day 

Detwiller, Street & Co., flags and fire-

works ............................. Independence Day 

Edge, Isaac & Son, fire-works ......•.. Independence Day 

Edge, J. G., fire-works .......••..•..•. Independence Day 

Dodworth's Band, music ............... Independence Day 

Giinsel, Theodor, decorating ........... Independence Day 

Hadfield, J. W., fire-works ............ Independence Day 

Maximilian, Mrs. M. K., loan of flags .. Independence Day 

New York Calcium Light Co., Calcium 

lights ............................. Independence Day 

" Pew, Blackburn B., Labor and ma-

terials ............................. Independence Day 

Siroll A., illuminating .•..••..••.••.•. Independence Day 

Werner Felix, materials I\I\d services .... Independence Day 

$144 00 

11400 

5'7 20 

690 91 

2,135 00 

1,225 00 

133 00 

50 00 

1,000 00 

22 00 

40 00 

161 50 

25 00 

94 00 

$5,891 61 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Independence Day, Celebration of. ...•••.... ' ........ , . $5,891 61 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-eight hundred and ninety.one 

dollars and sixty·one cents. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, } .Auditing 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, Committee. 

New York, July 28, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and ser· 

vice ....................... " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&-P ........ . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Burgess R., labor and materials ........ Independence Day 

Dodworth's band, music ..•............ Music Central Park 

Early &- Lane, brooms ..•.... " ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &-P.' ....... . 

Gold &- Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••... 

City Parks Imp. 

Fund .......... . 

Gunther, HermunA., labor and materials. City Hall Park 

Pavement ...... 

King, Joseph, keep of horse .• : ., ....... Surveying, &-c., 

23d &- 24th Wards 
Labagh, W.O., salt ..••.....•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Manhattan Gas Light Go., gas.. •• . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••... 

Mehlig, Henry, wood ................. Independence Day 

$4 46 

13 40 

$In 86 

29 25 

275 00 

19 50 

$11. 62 

46 88 
62 50 

2,55000 

30 00 

6 26 

55400 

112 50 
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N. Y. Mutual Gas Light 00., rent ....... City Parlrs Impt. 

Fund. • .. . ••••• $93.'1 50 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . :112 50 

Olmsted, F. 8., petty expenses ..•....... Independence Day 

Watrous & Willrow, lumber ....••..... City Parks Impt. 

• Fund; ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government.of Parks and Places........ $912 24 

City Parks Improvement Fund. • . .. • . •. . . ... . .• •• • .. .. • 1,014 '78 

Independence Day ....... " . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. • . .. . . 1 '76 1)'7 

City Hall Park Pavement ............................. . 

SUrveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... . 

Music-Central Park ............... " ........... ·" .. .. 

2,55000 

30 00 

2'75"00 

1,250 00 

34 '72 

1'7 00 

$4,958 59 

--- $4,958 59 

Amounting in the aggregate to the ~um of forty·nine hundred and fifty-eight 

dollars and fifty-nine cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, t Auditing 
f Oommittee. 

New'York, August 4, 18'76. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Darby, John T., M. D., services inspecting 

police ••••... " ................. , .... Maint. and Govt. 
P. & P ....... $100 00 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of one hundred dollars. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, }Auditing 
HENRY G. STEBBINS, Oommittee. 

New York,Augnst4th, 18'76. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchase!:!, and that the Secretary be directed 
to traIlSmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8~Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohlle, Wet
more-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department oj Public Parks, in account with 

J08. J. (j Donohue, Treasurer. 

18'76. OR. 

June 21. By balance ........ , •.•... " . . .. . . .. . .. $2,403 59 

June 21 

t to " 
Aug 2. 

caHh rece'tved for rente, licenses, 
pound, &c....................... 1,950 93 

$4,354 52 

18'76. DR. 

June 21 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury. • • . . . . .. $2,592 26 

Aug. 2. 

Aug. 2. " balauce ................. :.......... 1,'762 26 
---- $4,354 52 

-------
DR. 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis ................ $1,'709 26 

drawer.. ... .. ..... ............. 53 00 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, August 2, 18'76-9:30 A. M. 

Riverside Drive. 

---- $1,'162 26 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Trea3U1'er D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT presented plans and specifications for the 
improvement and construction of Riverside Drive, from 72nd 
Street to 130th Street, and stated that the property owners 
had attended at the Department, and unanimously advocated 
the construction of the Drive for its whole width, and up to its 
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fuli grade, and not as a temporary road. He then offered the 
following· resolution viz. : 

Resolved, That the plans and specifications for the improve
ment and construction of Riverside Drive, from 72nd Street to 
130th Street, this day presented to the Board, .be, and hereby 
are, approved and adopted. 

(Minutes, June 21,1876, p. 133.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Reduction of Laborers on the Parka. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the President, with power, 
t~ reduce the laboring. fo!ce ~m)?loyed on the ~arks, by the 
dIscharge of fifty men, If, III hIS Judgment, there IS not suffi
cient WOl'k for the number now employed. 

Tht,'l PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive,a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

John Bogart, Superintending Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the name of John Bogart be placed npon 
pay-rolls, at the rate of sixteen dollars per day, for const:r;uc
tion work, during the month of August, 1876; such appomt
ment not to be construed to sanction his claim for pay for pre
vious services. 

(Minutes, June 28, 1676, p. 160 .. ) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
a.tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
fa.vor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more ,-4. 

J. P. Ryan, Jacob Seabold. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the agreements with 
Mr. J. P. Ryan, and with Mr. Jacob .~eabold, Jr., for con
ducting refreshment saloons on the Battery Park and the East 
River Park respectively; and which were presented to the 
Board on the 26th July, 1876, be approved, and that the PresI
dent be authorized to execute same on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, July 26th, 1876, p. 204.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and reso
lutions, which had been laid over from the meeting of July 
26, 1876, viz. : 

Whereas, On 31st May, Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
Landscape Architect of this Department, accepted and entered 
upon an office tendered him by the State, under Chapter 193 of 
the Laws of 1876, without advice as to the effect it might have 
on this said position as Landscape Architect in this Depart
ment, under Section 114 of the Charter of 1873; and 

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has given his 
opinion, that it is doubtful whether Mr. Olmsted's acceptance 
of said State office did not vacate his position as Landscape 
Architect of this Department, and Mr. Olmsted has thereupon 
resigned the office which he held from the State, 
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Resolved, That Mr. Frederick Law, Olmsted be, and. he 
hereby is, reinstated and continued Landscape Architect of 
this Department from this date, at the salary of six thousand 
dollars per annum; 

Whereas, Mr. Olmsted has, during the whole period from 
/ 31st May to the present time, rendered to this Department, and 

this Department has received from him, without interruption, 
the same services as were heretofore rendered by him as Land
scape Architect, therefore it is further 

• 

Resolved, That allowance and payment be made to him for 
his serviceH to the Department from 31st May to the present 
date, at the rate of six thousand dollars per annum. 

(Minutes, JulJ:" 26, 1876, p. 199.) 

Commissioner ~TEBBINS offered the following preambles and 
resblution, as a substitute therefor, viz. : 

Wherp.as, It is necessary, on account of the limited amount 
of the appropriations for the maintenance of the parks for this 
year to reduce all expenses as far as possible; and 

Whereas, There is not now a sufficient amount of new work 
being executed by the Department to require the continued 
services of a Landscape Architect; and the organization of the 
Superintendent's office is sufficient for all the purposes of 
superintendence, therefore 

Resolved, That the office of Design and Superintendence be, 
and hereby is, discontinued until further order, and that all the 
employes in said office be, and hereby are, discharged from the 
employment of the Department. . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute preambles and resolution, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore--3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said original preambles and resolutions, and it was 
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

At this point Commissioner O'Donohue left the meeting .. 
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The PRESIDENT then presented and read the following com
munications : 

Screened gravel. 

From the Oomptroller of the Oity, enclosing a copy of a letter 
he had received from Mr. Egbert H. Fairchild, claiming to be 
entiled to the contract for the delivery of three thousand cubic 

yards of screened gravel on the Parks. 
, Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to obtain from the Oounsel to the Oorporation his 
opinion as to legality of the award of said contract, made to 
Mr. John S. Masterson. 

(Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 155.) 

Adopted. 

Foreman's Report. 

From the Oomptroller of the City, demanding that this De
partment shall furnish to the Finance Department, "with each 
H and every pay-roll of laborers to be hereafter transmitted for 
" payment, duplicate daily foremen's reports, such as are at 
" presen~ made by the foremen to the Department of Public 
" Parks;" also requiring that duplicates of the foremen's daily 
reports for three months prior to July 19, 1876, be furnished 
by this Department to the Finance Department. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be 

referred to the President to report. 
Adopted. 

Pay-Rolls. 

From the Comptroller of the City stating that the pay-roll 
for the two weeks ending July 1, 1876, are not made out in 
accordance with the forms and method of preparing the pay
rolls which have been prescribed by the Department of 

Finance. 
(Miuutes, July 26, 1876, p. 188.) 

Filed. 

/ 
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Mount St. Vincent. 

From the Comptroller of the City, calling the attention of 
the Department to the agreement made with Mr .. C. Ryan for 
the repairs of Mount St. Vincent, and sta.ting that such an 
arrangement isa plain violation of express provisions of law, 
as all ,entals are pledged to the Sinking Fund; and requiring 
that the full amount received for rent of said building, be paid 
to the Chamberlain. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 108.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the President to report. 

Adopted. 

Estimates for 1877. 

From the Comptroller of the Oity, requesting, in pursuance 
of a resolution of the 110ard of Estimate and Apportionment, 
that this :Oepartment would send the estimate for the year 1877 
to said Board, o'n or before September 1, 1876, and that a dupli
cate . thereof would be sent to the Board of Aldermen at the 
same time. 

Referred to the President to prepare and submit draft 
Estimates for 1877. 

L. A. Risse, Draughtsman. 

From Mr. L. A. Risse, Draughtsman, requesting that his pay 
·be fixed at a sum per annum, instead of per day. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay of Mr. L. A. Risse, 
Draughtsman be, and hereby is, fixed at $1,800 per annum, 
from and after August 1, 1876. 

(Minntes, October 23, 1876, p. 347.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree .to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
:Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committee 
on plans of the American Museum of Natural History, sub
mitting certain plans for tiling the Museum of Natural History 
building, and requesting that the tiling be completed in accord
ance with the plans as soon as possible. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the President, to examine and report what arrange
ment can be made with Mr. Lawrence, the contractor, for lay
ing the artificial stone flooring on said building, to omit so much 
of said flooring as will enable the tiling to be laid. 

(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 535.) 

Adopted. 

Third A venue Improvement. 

From Mr. David B. Williamson, attorney for Mr. E. C. Mor
rison, late Engine~r of the Improvement of Third Avenue, stat
ing that there is still due to Mr. Morrison, as such Engineer, 
the sum of $437.50, and requesting that the Department make 
requisition on the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, to 
transfer that amount from the unexpended appropriation of 
1875, for surveying and laying out of the 23d and 24th Wards, 

to pay said sum so due to Mr. Morrison. 
(Minutes, Oct. 8, 1875, p. 321.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

. Whereas, It is doubtful whether there is legal authority for 
the Comptroller of the Oity to issue honds for the Improvement 
of Third Avenue, in the 23d Ward, to the full amount of the 
bonds delivered to him by the Supervisor of the town of Mol'
risania, in pursuance of Section 9, Ohapter 329, of the Laws of 
1874; and 

Whereas, The Oomptroller has not issued the full amount 
of said bonds; and 

Whereas, It is stated that there is still due and unpaid by 
the Finance Department to Mr. E. O. Morrison, late Engineer 
of said improvement, the sum of $437.50; 
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Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer from the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation made for the year 1875, for" sur
" veying, laying out, monumenting, &c., of the north end of the 
" island and the 23d and 24th Wards," a sum not exceeding 
$437.50, for the purpose of paying to said E. O. Morrison the 
amount so still due and unpaid to him as such Engineer as 
aforesaid. 

(Minutes, January 18, 1876, p. 537.) 

The' PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioner~ Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Streets in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, in which he 
states as follows, viz. : 

,_ "The Oounsel to the Oorporation having stated in a letter to 
"the Board of Aldermen, dated July 25,1876, that he had 
" suspended proceedings for acquiring title to certain streets 
" in the 23d Ward, until ~uch streets had been classified in ac
" cordance with the provisions of Ohapter 436, of the Laws of 
" 1876, passed June 2, 1876, it is necessary to make such 
" classification to ensure further action on his part in the open
" ing of those streets, which opening has been urgently re
" questea. by property owners. 

" .All of said streets are needed as main thoroughfares or for 
" drainage, and therefore belong to the fil'st class. 

" I sqbmit herewith three similar maps or plans, making the 
" designation required by law." 

The PRESIDENT then oftered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, In the judgment of the Commissioners of the De
partment of Public Parks of the Oity of New York, or a ma
jority of them, the following named streets, roads and avenues, 
to wit: 

I38th street, from the Harlem river bulkhead line to the 
State water grant line on Long Island Sound. 

I48th Street, from Third Avenue to St. Ann's Avenue. 
149th Street, from the Harlem River bulkhea.d line to the 

Southern' Bouleva.rd. 
156th Street., from Third Avenue to Elton Avenue. 



230 LFriday, 

161st Street, from Jerome (late Central) Avenue to Third 
Avenue. 

165th Street, from Boston Avenue to Union Avenue. 
Cliff Street, from Third Avenue to Union Avenue. 
Morris Avenue, from 138th Street to the northerly boundary 

of the 23d Ward. 
Third Avenue, from the Harlem River to the northerly 

boundary of the 23d Ward. 
Willis Avenue, from the Harlem River to Third Avenue. 
Brook A venue, from the Harlem River to the northerly 

boundary of the 23d Ward. 
Tinton Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 169til. Street . 

. Prospect Avenue, from the Southern Boulevard to 156tll 
Street. 

The Southern Boulevard, from Third Avenue to the westerly 
boundary of the late town of Morrisinia. 

Westchester A venue, from the Third Avenue to the City line 
in the Bronx River. 

The approaches to the Suspension Bridge, from Tenth 
Avenue to Aqueduct Avenue; 
are or may be needed for the convenience of the general public 
as main routes of travel or for drainage; as the same are laid 
down and indicated by red color and by field notes and ex
planatory remarks on three similar maps or plans entitled "A 
" map or plan of streets, roads and avenues within that part of 
" the City of New York lying North and East of a line commenc
" ing at the termination of the Southerly line of 155th Street, 
" at or in the Hudson River, running thence Easterly along 
"said Southerly line of 155th Street, and a prolongation of 
" said line to the. middle of Harlem River; and running thence 
"Southerly along the middle 'of said Harlem River to. the 
"Sound, North of Randel's Island, as laid out and established 
" by the Commissianers of the Department of Public Parks of 
"the City of New York, in pursuance of the proviEiions of 
"chapters 329 and 6040 of the laws of the State of New York, 
"passed respectively May 29, and June 5, 1874, which said 
"streets, roads and avenues are designated as streets of the 
"first class, in pursuance of the provisions of chapter 436 of 
"the Laws of 1876, passed June 3d, 1876," dated" New York, 
"August 1st, 1876," and signed "J. J. R. Croes, Civil and To
"pographical Engineer." 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the City of New York, by chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, and chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876, they do hereby 
layout the streets, roads and avenues above named of the 

/ 
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width, extent and direction that the same are shown on the 
above named maps by red color and by field notes and explan
atory remarks, and do designate the same and all parts of the 
same as " streets of the first class." 

Resolved, That William R. Martin, the President, and one of 
/' the officers of the Board of Commissioners of the Department of 

Public Parks, be, and he hereby is, desi,2,nated and directed 
by the said Board to certify and file, as provided by law, said 
three similar maps or plans. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it ",as determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board of Commissioners 

of the Department of Public Parks, the interests of the publie 
demand the opening of the following named street, roads and 
avenues in the :.l3d Ward of the City of New York, viz.: 
138th Street, from Harlem River to Long Island Sound; 
149th Street, from Harlem River to the Southern Boulevard; 
Westchester Avenue, from Third Avenue to the City line at the 

Bronx River; . 
Cliff Street, from Third Avenue to Union Avenue; 
16lst Street, from Jerome (late Central) Avenue to Third 

Avenue; 
165th Street, from Boston Avenue to Union Avenue; 
Tinton Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to 169th Street; 
Prospect Avenue, from 156th Street to the Southern Boulevard; 
Willis Avenue, from 147th Street to Third Avenue; 
148th Street, from Third Avenue to St. Ann's Avenue; 
156th Street, from Third Avenue to Elton Avenue. 
Morris Avenue, from Third Avenue to Railroad Avenue, at 

156th Street. 
And that the President be authorized, al\d directed, to instruct 
the Counsel to the Corporation to begin proceedings to acquire 
the title, for the public use, to the above-named streets, roads 
and avenues, wherever the same have not been heretofore 
legally opened; and to include them all in one proceeding. 

(Minutes, Oct. 27, 1875, p. 353.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a': 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting In 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Board of Aldermen. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, requesting the 
Commissioners of the Department to attend the' meeting of 
said Board, to be held on Friday, the 4th August, 1876, at 3 
o'clock P. M. 

Filed. 

Drainage of Central Park. 

The Landscape Architect presented a report upon the drain
age system of Central Park, which was ordered to be received 
'and 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 699.) 

Filed. 

Watering the Drives in Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that on account 
of the late very dry weather, he was obliged to give orders to 
keep the men at work watering the drives until 7 and 8 o'clock 
in the evening. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board approved of the action 
of the Superintendent. 

The PRESIDEN'f put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore--3. 

Battery Sea Wall and Walks in the Battery. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the Battery 
Sea Wall was, sometime since, badly damaged by a steamboat 
striking IJ,gainst it. Also, that the Walks on the Battery Park 

/ 
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behind the wall, and on other portions of the Park, require to 
be repaired. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be 
referred to the President, with instructions to include in the 
estimate!;\ for 1877, an amount for the purpose of making the 
necessary repairs to said Battery Sea Wall and the Walks on 
that Park. 

Adopted. 

Statues on Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS reported verbally upon the com
munication of the Landscape Architect, on the subject of 

Statues on the Central Park, and recommended that the fol
lowing' amendments to the rules regulating the placing of 
statues on Central Park, which are proposed by the Landscape 
Architect, be approved and adopted, namely: 

Amend rule third by adding " except in close connection with 
the buildings of the American Museum of Natural History, and 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and at the request of their 
respective Boards of Trustees." 

Add rule sixth as fiJllows: "Statues to be placed on the Mall 
shall be of bronze, and of heroic size. Colossal statues shall 
not hereafter be placed on the Park." 

Seventh. Plans and elevations for the pedestals of statues to 
be placed 011 the Mall, shall be submitted to, and approved by, 
the Department. They shall be of granite, of simple outlines, 
and free from elaborate decorations. They shall not exceed in 
height above the surface of the ground one-half the height of 
the figure to be placed upon them. They shall have no in
scription except one in front designating the subject commemo
rated and its period, and one in the rear recording the date 
of the presentation of the stat.ue, and designating in the simp
lest terms from whom it was received. The letters and figures 
required to be used in the front shall not exceed 4 inches, and 
those in the rear 2 inches in height. 

(Minutes January 12, 1874, p. 521, and July 28,1876, p. 212.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report be ~ccepted and that 
the subject be laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopt~d. 
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By-Laws. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the rules and regulations concerning the plac

ing of statues on Central Park, amended as proposed by the 
Landscape ATChitect, be incorporated in and mado 0. part of the " 
by-laws of the Department. 

He then moved that said resolution be referred to the Exe
cutive Committee, to rep'Jrt at the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted.· 

Communication from Finance Department. 

Commissioner STEBBINS presented a communication from 
the Finance Department, dated August l:;t, 1876, which he 
had received in an envelope addressed to himsdf personally. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that it was out of order to receive said 
communication. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 201.) 

Pay-Rolls. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the following recom
mendations, contained in the report of the President on the 
regulations of the Finance Department with regard to the 
preparation of the pay-rolls, be adopted, viz. : 

1st. That new time books and the necessary blanks be pre
pared, and requisition made for printing of the same. 

2d. That, when these books and blanks are obtained and 
approved, the accounts be kept and rendered as follows: 

(a.) Showing the men employed on maintenance and those 
on construction on separate pay-rolls, including the case where 
the same man does both kinds of work. _ 

(b.) That the nature or kind of work be sub-divided accord
ing to the requirements of law, as stated in the second para
graph, with a description of the location to the same extent. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 191.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

/ 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof,as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.-3. 

/' On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 12 

/' 

o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 9th inst., at 9.30 
o'clock, A. M: 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P . 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9th, 1876. 

9.30 O'CLOOK A. M. 

A~journed meeting for the purpose of publicly opening pro
posals for the following work, viz. : 

Paving the roadway through Washington Square, leading 
from Fifth Avenue to South Fifth .Avenue. 

(Minutes, July 26th, 1876, p. 183.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 
" WETMORE. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu

• tion: 
Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has given his opin

ion, sustaining the objection raised by the Comptroller of the 
City, that this Department has not jurisdiction over the whole 
of the roadway through Washington Squat'e, from Fifth Ave-
nue to South Fifth Avenue, 

Resolved, That the opening of the proposals, for repaving said 
roadway, be adjourned sine die. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-
,) . more-i. 
-' 

, 



The Board then met in adjoumed session.

Pre~ent-Oommissionef M.AimN, President.
" STEBBINS.

" O'DONOHUE.

" WETMORE.

-The ,minutes of the previous meetings of July 26th and 28th,
and August 2nd and 4th, 1876, were read and approved.

Museum of Natural History.

From the Superintendent of Patks, stating that the ,follow-
ing works in connection with the Museum of Natural History
building, are not provided for in any contract, and that it is
necessary they should be exeouted, viz :
To furnish and put up wrought-iron angle bars for all dor-

mer windows, at an estimated cost of $156.
. To furnish blue-stone flagging for all sliding doors, at an
estimated cost of $42. I

To furnish and put up on roof, six plain galvanized-iron caps-
over ventilators, at an estimated cost of $81. .

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 13iS.) .

The PRESIDENTmoved that· the Superintendent of Parks be
direoted to proceed with the several works, recommended to be
executed ~n his said communication.
The PRESIDENTput the question whether the Board would

agree tOJlaid motion, and it was determined in the affirID:ative,
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor.
thereof, as follows:
Ayes-Oommissioners Marlin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-

more-4.

Museum of Art.

From the. Superintendent of Parks stating that the drains
for the cellar story and areas of the Musenm of Art building
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must be laid and completed before the fall and winter; also 
stating that he will require an additional force of twelve labor
ers for the work, the cost of which he estimates at $800 to 
$850. 

(Minutes, April 19, 18'16, p. '153.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to proceed with said work, and that twelve laborers be 
employed for the purpose. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner$ Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Inventory of Tools, &c. 

From the Property Clerk, forwarding an inventory of all the 
tools, implements, &c., belonging to the Department, on July 
1st, 1876. 

(Minutes, February 2d, 18'16, p. 580.) 

Filed. 

Elt.on A venue . 

From Mr. A. De Nobriga and other property owners, com· 
plaining of the condition of Elton Avenue, in the 23d Ward, 
and of the slow progress made in the work of regulating the 
avenue by the contractor. I 

Referred to the President to report. 

Roger McDermott. 

From Mr. Andrew Blessing and others, recommending Mr· 
Roger McDermott for a position on the police force. 

Laid on the table. 

• 
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Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and service .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...•... $3 28 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... 9 86 

Claflin, H. B. & Co., gloves, &c ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe, &0 . ...••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and p. .•...•. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....••... 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art ....... M'uint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Gordon, Robt., Aotg. Treas., expenses of 

Mus. of Art ................. " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harmer, Hays & Co., horse sheets ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Hart, A. H. & Co., twine ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas meter ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Hotchkiss, Guy C. Field & Co., hub 

bands Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$21 17 

60 28 

$16 96 

48 60 

14 88 

$13 14 

17 92 

81 45 

2,000 00 

1,194 83 

6 25 

3 60 

19 80 

1 25 

80 44 

/ 
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Keogh, C. B. &; Co., sashes and door ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...••..... 

Kruffel &; Esser, drawing matls ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

McNab &; Harlin !.;[fg. Co., plumbing 

matls ........................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •••... $1 87 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ ,. 56 18 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, castings ..•.... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .••....... 

Murphy &; Nesbit, brick ............... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... , 

New York Cement Co., cement ......... Mus. Nat. History 

Sacket &; Miller, Agts. uniforms ... " •.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Watrns &; Wilson, Inmber .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ........ ,. 

Walsh, Conlter &; Flagler, cups &; nails .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........•.. $20 16 

Maint. and:Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 7 20 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...•.. ~. $3,43888 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. • . . . 646 0'6 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th \Val·ds ........... :...... 14 88 

Museum of Natural History............. .............. 33 75 

63 88 

IS 48 

57 25 

58 05 

39 18 

112 ~O 

33 75 

93 75 

210 69' 

27 36 
-----
$4,133 57 

--- $4,133 57 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and thirty-three dol

lars and fifty-seven cents. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, } Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, Oommittee. 

New York, August 9, 1876. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agretl to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

. thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioner Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Edward Kelly, Gate-keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President had desig
nated to conduct the trial of gate-keeper, Edward Kelly, upon 

the following, two charges, viz. : 
1. Smoking while on duty, on July 6th, 1876. 
2. Being absent for two and a half hours, without leave, on 

July 13th, 1876, 
reported, that he found him guilty of the first charge, and re
commended that he be fined five days' pay; also; that the 
gate-keeper had applied for leave of absence on the 13th inst. 
on account of a death in his family, but that for some reason 
the application had not reached the Lieutenant, and he there

fore recommended that the second charge be dismissed. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the report be accepted, and the 

recommendations therein adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

./ 
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Mr. E. C. Morrison. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that it was reported that Mr. E. C. 
Morrison, late Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, 
claimed that his removal from the Department was not in ac~ 
cordance with the provisions of Sec. 28, Chap. 335 of the Laws 
of 1873 ; and he then presented a report which he had pre
pared, as one of the committee to whom was referred the 
charges made against Mr. Morrison on the 3d day or March last, 

but which ha:d not been presented before, out of regard for 
Mr. Morrison, and moved that it be received, entered at 
length on the minutes as of the 31st day of May last, and that it 
be adopted by the Board as stating the true grounds for his 
(Mr. Morrison's) removal, and filed. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p. 79.) 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No--Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

REPORT. 

DEPARTMENT 0 F PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 Union Hquare. 

23d March, 1876. 

To the Board if Commissioners of tlte Departme.nt of Public 
Parks: 

As one of the committee, appointed by the resolution passed 
on the 3d day of March, 1876, to examine and report on certain 
charges against Mr. E. C. Morrison, Superintendent of the 23d 
and 24th Wards, I respectfully report, that on the same day 
I sent for Mr. Morrison; that Mr. Morrison attended at the De
partment on the same day and was informed of the nature of 
t he charges against him, and that they were sufficient cause, 
unless explained, for his removal from office; that subsequent-

,~ lyon the 23d day of March, 1876, Mr. Morrison attended to 
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be examined on the subject of said resolutions, and for any 
explanation he wished to make; that his examination was 
reduced to writing and is hereto annexed. That on his 
examination Mr. Morrison stated that he had obtained signa
tures, from about twenty-four residents of the 23d and 24th 
Wards, to a petition in fa VOl' of Assembly bill No. 37, for the 
reduction of the number of Park Commissioners to a single 
executive, and that he had presented the same to other 
residents, who had not signed it; that Mr. Barlow, formerly in 
the Engineering Department, a brother-in-law' of Mr. Van 
Valkenburgh, the Disbursing Clerk, had come to him for the 
purpose and that he had twice gone around in the wagon of 
the Department, which was placed at his service for his official 
duty, to get signatures, the first time with lVIr. Barlow, the second 
time alone. That when the point was put to him, that conceding 
his entire liberty of speech and action, his cOlllluct was question
able in this respect, that while in the (mploy of the DepartmeJt 
he owed his duty to the entire board, 1',S the head of the Depart
ment, his conduct had been in aid of an unsuccessful attempt 
to make a change in favor of one of its members, he said that 
he had done it on the first occasion at the suggl:lstion of JUl'. 
Barlow, and on the second entirely of his own accord, and that 
he had not been influenced by anyone in the Department; 
that he understood the purpose >lnd effect of what he was 
doing, but that the impropriety of it had not occurred to him; 
that he refrained from any further expression of his feeling in 
regard to it, or in regard to his conduct in the future. 

From his statement of the case, he has exhibited his own 
estimate of his duty as a public officer, and displayed his own 
character. It is not such as to command respect. The duty 
of preserving liberty of speech and action leads us to give 
consideration even to a person who does not comprehend its 
proper limits. Mr. Morrison occupied a prominent and re
sponsible position. He does Dot· attempt to justify his con
duct, nor propose to amend it. SUCll an example leads to in
subordination and disorder, which impairs the public service. 
It is therefore recommended that Mr. Morrison be discharged. 

W~f. R. MARTIN. 

Commuuications from the Comptroller. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the words "and of ad

" dressing others to the Department and then enclosing them 

"to an individual Commissioner," be stricken out of the pre

amble adopted by the Board on the 21st June last, in relatiOn 
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to communications from the Comptroller, and entered on page 
143 of the Minutes. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 143.) 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then stated that he had received, in 
envelopes addressed to himself individually, the following com
munication from thfl Comptroller, all of which a.re addressed 
to this Department, viz: 

, Communication, dated August 2d, 1876. 

3d 

3d 

3d 

3d 

and two communications which are sealed, but which had 

been enclosed in envelopes addressed to him individually, and. 
he moved that said communications be received. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order. 
Commissioner STEBBINS appealed from the ruling of the 

President. 
The PRESIDENT ruled that the appeal of the Commissioner 

was out of order, as the question had previously been definitely 
decided by the Board. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 2;~4.) 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.30 

0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secreta1"y, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA V, AUGUST 16th~ 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-lO O'CLOCK A. M. 

-
Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS, 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 9th August, 
1876, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Ordinances of tne Common Conncil. 

From Alderman Wm. H. McCarthy, Chairman of the Com
mittee on Public Works of the Board of Aldermen, forwarding 
the following preamble and resolution adopted by said Board 
on the 10th instant, and asking for information in relation to 
the subjects therein referred to, viz. : 

Tl77!ereas, For the past few years it has been a cause of constant complaint, 
that important ordijlances, pa,sed by the Common Council, have been unneCessarily 
delayed, and sometimes entirely overlooked, by the head8 of the several Depart
ments charged with 'their prompt ('xecution; be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee ,):/ Publie Worb be, and they are hereby, in
structed to place themselves in communication with the heads of the severallJe
partments, in order to ascertain the exact condition of all such ordinances, and 
that they report fully thereon to this Board at their earliest convenience, and 
that thereafter a like report be made by the same Committee semi-monthly. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Horses. 

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that two of the 
horses belonging to the Department are unfit for work on " ac-
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count of age and other infirmities," and recommending that 
they be sold, and good horses purdhased in their place. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said two horses be sold at publio 
auction, . and that two other horses be purchased in their 
place. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative. ' 
a majority of all the ·members of the Board voting in favor· 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.-4. 

Lawrence Rock. 

From the Superintendent, stating that, the work of exoavat
ing the rock from the basement of the Museum of Art building 
being done, he had transferred Lawrence Rock, inspector of 
that work,. to Tompkins Square, and given him charge of a: 
gang of men. 

(~inute8, May lOth, 1876, p. 14.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action 9£ the Superintendent 
of Parks be approved, and that Lawrence Rock be appointed 
a foreman, and his pay fixed at $4.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affi.rmativeJ~' . .... . 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet-' 
more.-4. 

Tompkins S~ua.re. 

From the Landsca.pe Architect, reporting upon the improve
ments on Tompkins Square, with special reference to the treat
ment of the northwest corner of the Square, for which he pre
sented modified plans of the proposed Arbor, the estimatecl . 
cost of the construction of which he stated was $10,000.' 

(Minutes May 31, 1876, .p. 75.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the plans presented by the Land
scape Architect for the treatment of the northwest corner of 
Tompkins Square be approved. That specifications be pre
pared for the iron work required for the Arbor to be erected in 
said northwest corner; and that the Secretary be directed to 
prepare and insert advertisements for proposals therefor; and 
that the Superintendent be directed to proceed with all other 
work in connection therewith. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, wheiher the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of ~ll the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.--.!.4. 

The PRESIDENT then moved, that the report of the Landscape 
Architect, this day presented to the Board, on the subject of 
the treatment of Tompkins Square, be printe as a document 
of the Board. 

(See documents No. 71.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majotity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.-4. 

Audit. 

) Commissioner O'DONOHl,TE, Chairman of the Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to .the Board for approval: 

Croes, J. Jas. R., incidental expenses ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23dand 

24th Wards •.... $68 '78 
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Dodworth's Band, music .............. Music 'Central Pk. 

Fisher, W. L., incidental expenses ....• City Parks Imp. 

Fund ........• 

Grafulla, C. S., music ... " .. '" ....... Music Central Pk. 

Valentine & Briggs, rent ............ Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Weeks, D. C., & Son, labor and materials. 'Museum of Art .. 

Weeks, D. C., & Sou, labor ........... Museum l'atural 

History ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Surveyiug, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, &c ...•.. 

Music, Central Park ....... " ...... " ....... , ... , .... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. .. . ............... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Museum of Art ............................. ',' ...... . 

Museum of Natural History ........ , ... ' .............. . 

[Wednesday, 

63 '73 

550 00 

18 9'7. 

40 00 

8,000 00 

205 00 

2'75 00 

18 9'7 

2'75 00 

40 00 

8,000 00 

205 00 

$8,877 '70 

$8,8'7'7 70 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighty·eight hundred and seventy· 

seven dollars and Beven ty cents. 

(Sig?,cd) 

'New York, August 16th, 1876. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE,} Audit~ng 
H. G. STEBBINS, Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and tllat the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was deteTIl?ined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4.' 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the tpinutes : 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

Joseph J. 0' Donohue, Treasurer. 

18'16. CR. 

Aug. 2. By balance ................................ $1,'162 26 

Aug. 2} 
to " cash received from rents, licenses and sundries 

Aug. 16. 
1,024 52 
-- $2,'186 '18 

DR. 

Aug. 2} 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ............. . 

Aug. 16. 
$193 8'7 

Aug. 16. "balance .............................. . 2,592 91 

--- $2,'186 '18 

DR. 

Aug. 16. ,Cash in Bank ......... , ..................... $1,'709 26 

Drawer. .... .... .... ..... ....•.••••• 883 65 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, August 16th, 1876. 

9.30 A. M. 

--- $2,59291 

JOSEPH J. Q'DONOHUE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Revised Statutes. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Secretary be directed to pur
chase, for the use of the Department, a copy of the last editio~ 
of the Revised Statutes of the State of New York. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 
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J. O. Aldrich. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the rate of pay for which Mr. J. 
C. Aldrich, Assistant Engineer, had agreed to give his services 
to the Department was $2,400 per annum, but that by a mis

apprehension his pay had been fixed at $2,000 per annum. 
He, therefore, moved that Mr. J. C. Aldrich be allowed pay, at 
a rate per day, equal to $400 per annum from ,T CllS 21st, 1876 
(being the day of his appointment), until July Sht, 1876; and 

that his pay from and after August 1st, 1876, be fixed at a 
rate, per day, equal to $2,400 per annum. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 144.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimati ve, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-CommiHsioners :Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

F. W. Brown, A. K. Merrill, Waldron Young and John Hannigan. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the following changes in the 
rates of pay and position of the unclermentioned employes be 
made, to take effect from this date, namely: 

F. W. Brown, Messenger, at $2 per day, to be Clerk, at 

$2.50 per day. 
A. K. Merrill, Messenger, at $:3 per day, to be Messenger, at 

. $2.50 per day. 
Waldron Young, laborer, at $2 per day, to be skilled laborer, 

at $3 per day. 
John Hannigan, laborer, at $2 per clay, to be skilled laborer, 

at $2.50 per day. 
(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 168 and 180.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, l 
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a majority of ~ll the members of the Board voting in favor 
. thereof, as follows : 

.Aye8-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Communications from the Comptroller. 

Commissioner STEBBINS stated that he had r.eceived, in en
velopes addressed to himself, five communications from the 
Finance Department, all of which are addressed to the De
partment, and he moved ·that they be opened and read. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the motion was out of order. 
(Minutes, Aug. 9, 1876, p. 244.) 

On motion of the PRESIDENT th~ Board adjourned, at 11 
-o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 23d inst., at 9:30 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUG.UST ~3d, 181'6. 

9.30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Meeting for the purpose of publicly opening proposals for 
the following works, viz. : 

I.-Building a sewer with its appurtenances in Brook 
Avenue, from a point in 'ide-water, to a point in One Hundred 

" and Sixty-fifth Street, in the Twenty-third ward of the city of 
New York. 

(Minutes, June 23, 1876, p. 148.) 

II.-The construction and laying of pipe-sewers in Central 
. Park. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 676.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOH1:JE. 

" WETMORE. 

The ~stimate box was opened by the President, and the 
envelopes containing the proposals for each work were separa
ted. 

At this point the Comptroller of the city entered. 

,j The proposals were then opened with the following reliJult : 
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I.-Building a 83wer, &c., 
============;:=;==::====:=~=====:=:~=, ' I' , 

---- ----- -------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 '1 8 9 10 
-- - ---- -------------

~ ~I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .;: .;: ~i 1C;S '<3 <3 oJ 'i I oJ oJ oJ ,.; ,.; 
S"'"' 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~ 0" 0" ga 
~~ 0 8 0 0 0 1:- '" 

., <II 
0 • .., 

'" '" 
0 ... 0 "" <rJ ... ",. 

0 il:<0' oc; ",,' ",,' o· ~ ~ 0 :g~ 
Z BIDDERS. '" .-< ,...; 

~ ... "" 
$$ c.:$ c.,$ c. $ c. $ c. $ c. $ c. $ c. $ c.$ c. 

1clarenceHeidelberg ...........•.. 10 402 006 00 900500100010 000.12 121700 
2 J. P. Andrews and J. D. Ripley ..•. 0 44 1 75 I) 50 8 00 7 00 15 0040 00 1 000 1621i OC 
11 Robel·t and James Cunningham ... 0 331 804 40 7 504 6215 0050 001 000 802Q 00 
" Riggins & Garretson .....••... " .. 0 86 5 004 0013 86 ~ 5012 0030 00 1 600 6024 00 
ti J. D. Miner .................• , ... 10 50 3 004 86 8 30 5 4029 7044 800 85 0 3030.00 
6 R. .A. Cunningham .. ; ............. 10 60 3 003 60 8 90 4 82 30 00 30 00 1 00 1 00 19 00 
'I Mills, Ambrose & Richardson ...... '1041i 1 754 5010 004 0012 0031 000 7007020 00 
8 John Mulholland ...... , ........ ,. 0 19 1 253 09 7 1i33 99 'T 00 8 500 300 2018 50 
9 Michael Noonan ................ '10 602 503 00 Ii 001 5010 0010 000 l!0 \} 12 Iii 00 

10 R. L. Darragh & John G. Smith .... 0 191 145 05 9 l1i 5 6021 6027 000 315 0451800 
11 George A. Treacy .... : ....... , .. 0 6/113 0013 00 6 01>5 0020 0017 0010 65 0302000 
12 Frank Stollmeyer .. : .............. 0 621 80'4 60 'I 625 6014 0040 000 750 1020 00 
I3C. G. Waterbury .......... . ...... 1 001

1

260'35(1 8762503000300010300302000 
14 John Mullins ........ : ............ 0 27 1 25'.3 '5U 6 60 3 1>0 Ii 00 10 00 ° 9°10 40 18 50 
15 Isaac W. Dean ................... 0 29 1 25;4 5(1 6 254 251 'I 5034 000 750 3616 00 
16 John Satt~rlee .................. , 0 25 1 00

1
5 00 8 001'~ 00115 0070 000 40

1
0 602000 

1'1 Green Wright .... -............... 0 362 00.4 70 R 91> I) 0010 0040 001 000 1i0 20,20 
18 Matthew Baird ................... 0 350 25;3 0016 lIola 00(35 0035 001 0010 5010 00 
19 C. Devlin & J. McKim ............. 1 1 J 3 634 29 7 485 4037 8049 81i 0 800 2036 00 
20 Freel & McNamee ........ " . .. .. 0 65 2 50i5 511 7 7"15 5017 0032 000 . ISO () 2520 00 
21 J. R. Byron ...................... 0 282 00

1
4 50 8 75:4 5010 1018 000 900 4025 00 

22 C. Jones & Thomas P. McQuade .... 0 252 li03 OC'I I> 00'2 4320 0030 000 110 0 1216 00 
23 F. McCabe, J. C. Dowling & P. FarleYIO 37 1 804 40 7 50!4 2518 0045 000 700 2516 00 
24 J. D. & T. E. Crimmins ........... 0 408 Hi 3 1i,,1 7 1l0:4 00 6 00 35 00 1 250 30 18 00 
2C> James Everard ................... 0 310 902 '15 7 503 50 6 0028 000 400 2517 ISO 
26 Joseph Walsh ................••. 0 110 3 50 3 501 7 00;3 00 '1 0020 000 400 2020 00 

• 
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in Brook Avenue. 

=-.'" =-.,'" =--"' 

m ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ = 
~Q.lQ.l':/1~-n.r.n 0 

P: r.tJ. r.n Q) r.n ~ Q) "'0'" '" rtJ'" ~ ~ 
Q) ~ C)'" ~ .~ ~ ~ ;..,~ ~ ~ g '":j ::l.4 

-0 ~ ~.;' ...... 'PooI .'i:[;~ ~~. Q) ·I>~...d 3.....; ~ 
~ ~d. rn ; S ~] fJ)] ~] If'] jn] ~] ~] _~ . ~~. ~ 
~..ci d..c...-l • -,......; "':""' ......... - ....... ~[ ........ d"""" -....... ... ........ =-- .............. ...0 ,... to) ~ 

~ ~~·O"= CL~.Of,c:: ~c::.::::'-c:;...c:i ~c: ~~ :ll'?P-i~.;;:..o "'t:j 

~~ ~c:i~g'§~ §~p~ f~n~w~15~.D~ c:diQ)o .25 
.:;; ~ d ~ .. ~ ..,.- -'- rn._ til·- ;.::; ._;:.- E;.::: 0 ~ d" d 
~ 0 Q) t/J ~ lfJ. ---: ...:::: ~ ..i. -: .-e .. ~ -: .,::; -:~.... .;... 0 ~ R 

=-- ~,.c=- 1:..c..)t., ..... L.c;-<~·~:..~~~ +-'1"\ '-' 

in 1 i~11~ 'j~ l~ l~!~ ~~I~~ ~ i~ 1 
2 rn ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ 8 
~ ~ I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

---I------·~~-· -----
11 12

1
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2021 22 23 24 25 --.------- ~ -:-1 ~ -:--:--: ~ ~ I-I h ---

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;§ ~ ~ 1 ~ Iii ~. g ~ Tutal 
~... ~ ~ ~ 8 g ~ :- 10 :.. A of each bid. - ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~I$~~, c.~I$ c'~~I~ c.ts c'I~I$;$ c.$ Cr----$-·--;-
175 00125 (1°10 20 751 on 1 1011 251 502 0013 (100 150 101 00 g OO[ 600 335,148 59 
1100°115 5°10 3°10 51)1 651 15;1 401 85

1

2 50,3 0°

1

008:0 170 75200 250 327,3;;1 35 
]25 00114 000 3410 50

1

1 402 40;3 204 20
1
5 20iG 200 1010 201 011:3 05 J,500 296,838 70 

no 00,18 000 2511 Li 0 80 I 2511 602 503 0013 50

1

0 OS'O os 0 75 1 00; 2,000 421,il45 06 
255 (l0118 000 50i1 9010700 2!i 1 2il 1 90i2 20i2 (1) 0 J2!10 221 002 00 450 3GO,aSO 24 

90 00 14 000 20:0 5[),0 80 1 00 1 50:l 002 25 .... 0 os 0 150 (\()12 00 500 319,275 os 
120 OOI:lO 000 60:0 60

1
10 801 2511 60,2 0012 50

1

13 00
1
0 (19;0 1110 S51~ 00 700 314,S70 til) 

105 0014 011 03110 3(11) 800 8511 2012 502 75::l 25 10 J2
1
0 1010 3sI0 50 365 221,017 91 

1110 00
1
12 500 050 60,0 601 002 003 0013 (J03 OO!O 100 040 1;01 00 80(, 231,9Q8 S2 

1611 011 15 0110 20!084:0 6010 98

1

1 26111 862 2512 64

1

10 10

1

10 10
1
0 8'l1 50 flOO 287,83249 

220 00120 000 5oiO 75iO 751! 00 1 502 002 00
1
2 500 150 20,n 05'10 50 520 304,607 40 

100 00,14 00 n 30iO 500 60'1 001 2511 65'2 00:l 5110 080 0310 051 50 500 29S,597 21 
135 00113 000 lOiO SO~O 6511 001 3l 1 9012 50;2 S('IO 1210 0811 00,3 5111 500 340,943 30 

9000118 00,0 27 jO 311iO 95i1 2512 0013 25i3,5015 0°10 1210 Otl1 00'2 50 ..... 226,237 25 
14000\17 (100 2~,0 701

1
0 50,0 S21 0·51 55 11 8.0,2 200 100 10'1 0014 Oil 300 257,88473 

100 0024 00
1
1 0(* 501 00:1 0012 00i3 00:4 00 1

1

4 00:0 30iO loll 0011 50 300 289,966 50 
160 0026 ooi n 40;0 60,0 72,1 0811 37"11 60:2 002 50

1
0 09

1
0 140 SOl2 40 450 311,643 98 

140 0014. OOiO 25'10 75\0 7511 101 251 75;2 00i2 50,0 0110 Olio Ot 1 00 500 292,041 03 
200 0014 0010 4°10 600 6811 15,] 4512 75.3 75 14 00:0 060 IS,1 00(1 00 40.0 400,544 S4 
135 0014 00,0 500 500 65;0 S511 30i1 602 10j2 500 0910 1110 5012 50 400 340,576 55 
115 on 18 Ooio 1010 9510 6011 OO! 1 2511 80!2 l.'ij2 4510 100 2210 SOl2 00 300 296,179 07 
151l 00

1

12 0010 18iO 251l 6°1:09011 051 2511 50[:1, 0010 JOIO 120 05j2 01) 200 215,189 30 
145 0014,0°10 22

1

0 60iO 6(\0 75 1 00,1 60
1
2 00,2 2510 08

1
1) 0810 7511 25 250 271,819 36 

] 25 0020 0010 35 ,) 1)0'10 60'11 0011 OOi I 50

1

2 00'12 OOiO OSiO 10,1 25
1
1 00 1,000 284,218 93 

1400013 50103510 750 530 S711 12'1 601 9012 25iO 15
1
0 2511 10

1
0 7011,700 249,142 96 

135 00118 00 0 300 80,0 1)00 901 15:1 7012 00;2 HO,O ot,o Ot 0 ot 1 00 400 265.571 75 

• 
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II. 

Constructi~n, &c., qf PiZJe-scwers, in Central Par7~. 

~ 0 ,... 0 
~ l~ ~ g 
~ g ~ & ~~~ 
.~ § .~ 2 ~.3 

.~ ~ &i ~ i g.~ ~ § 
Q ~ ~ ~ .e ~ -g ~ M Total. 

:: .:: :3 .5 ..e ,§ .s ~ 8 
~~~~ cbd~d I ..g~ - -I Q) ..... <l) ~~ 

I ~o - ~ .- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

--------.----:~-- ----- -----·1----

1 Cornelius s .. mi~.h .. - ........ - . r $1 os 
2 John W. Mnlllllng .. _ ... _ ., . • 2 (I~ 

:> Joshua D. Miller.. ... ........ :3 00 
4 John Mnlhollnm1. .• _ ..... __ .1 2 30 

$ ~o ;j<25 00 ~2,240 00 
58! "27 50 ~,184 25 

1 80 75 00 4,24" 00 
G;:; 30 01) "2,4IiO 00 

o Wm. II. Kukuck ............ 1 GO 40 40 00 1,700 00' 
I) .Jas. Baird . ... . .. . . . .. . . .. . 1 59 
7 1 ~!. P. H. Ca"sey.............. 2 00 
8 F. A. O'Donlle!..... . .. .. .... 1 00 
9 ,James J. Jones . ...... , . . . .. . 1 GO 

10 iJohn n. Healy............... 1 25 
11 'I F. Stoll~neycr ..... : .... ..... 2 10 
12 IC, DevlIn &;: .J. ThlcIClln ..•• '" ';2 25 , 

15 40 00 1, 5 ~7 50 
1 00 1 00 2,405 00 

J 5 30 00 1,0:li> 00 
30 30 no 1,6~0 00 
35 16 on 1.832 50 
f.O 5000 2.!lIi5 00 

2 25 41) 00 3.912 50 
13 iGrecn Wright................ 2 JO 
I4 iDaniel Gallagher. .. . .. .. .•... 2 25 
11') ILIugh McCabe.. ............. 1 5G 
16 ~lichac_1 Flanagan.. . .. .. .. . 1 50 
17 Wm. Everard............... 1 65 

65 41) 00 2,360 00 
25 40 00 ;),OI~ 00 
20 IS on 1.440 00 
50 'i5 00 1,950 00 
:>5 49 00 1,797 50 

The Cm.IPTROLLER of the city then retired, and the Board 

met in an adjourned se3sion. 

Present.-Commissioner Martin, President: 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
O'DONOHUE, 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reacling of the miuutes of 

the previous meeting of the 16th inst., was dispensed with. 

The following communications were then presented and 

rbad: 
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Parade ground. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF THE OOUNSEL TO TH'; OORPORATION. 

NEW YORK, August 18, 1876. 

IN THE MATTER 

of 

THE ApPLICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

Public Parks and the Department of 
Public Works, to acquire title to cer
tain lands for a Military Parade Ground, 
and the streets adjoining the 8ame. 

llon. WILLIAM R. MARTIN, 

President of the Department of Public Parks. 

Sir,-The original petition upon which application was to have been made for the 
appointment of Oommissioners of Estimate and Assessment in this matter, ap
pears to have been lost. It was returned to this office from the Departmeut of 
Parks and the Department of Public ,Vorl;s in June, 1875, prior to my accession 
to office, and was in charge of Mr. Tidball, a clerk in this office, for a long time 
previous to the first of May last. There being occasion to examine the petition 
in June last, enquiry was made for it, but it could not, after search, be found. I 
have recently caused "a most thol'ou!!h search to be made for the petition in every 
place in this office and elsewhere, where it might possibly be, but it cannot be 
found. I have also made enquiry of Mr. Tidball, who is no lon~er connected 
with this office, bnt he can ~i"ve no information in regard to the matter, and is 
un1ble to remember when he la,t saw the petition. 

Under these circumstances it is necessary that a new petition should be pre
pared. and I accordingly enclose herewith a cl)PY of the one heretofore signed, 
with the request that you will cause it to be executed in a proper manner on be
half of the Department of Public Parks. 

There was attached to the other petition a map of the proposed parade ground 
and the streets adjoining the same, and reference is also made in the paper now 
encloseo to sl1eh a map. It will, therefore, be ne('e,sary to prepare a new map to 
be attached to the present paper. I presume it will be but little trouble to the 
engineer who prepared the other map, to make another copy. 

The application for the appointment of commissionprs has been a(ljourned to 
Friday, the 25th inst., but as it will also be necessary for me to procure the signa
ture of the Oommissioner of Public W OT ks to the petition, I will thank you to re
turn it to me as early as possible next week. 

I am sir, 
Yours respectfnll y. 

,VILLIAM O. WHITNEY" 

Oounsel to the Oorporation. 

(Minntes, June 23, 1876, p. 150.) 

The PRESIDENT then ofi'erred the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 

and requested to sign and verify on behalf of this Department 
the new petition, prep~red by the Counsel to the Corporation, 

• 
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for the appoIntment of commissioners to aoquirethe title to 
the parade ground .. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of th,e Boanl voting in favor \ : 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Cooke & Beggs, contractors for fitting up the 
elevator in the Museum of Natural History, stating that they 
have delivered the elevator at said museum building, and would 
have had it completely set up, only that the building is not in 
a position to enable them to do so, as yet; and asking for pay-
ment on account of their contaact. I 

C\linutf's, January 18th, 1876, p. 536,) . 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintending ArchitE'ct be, and hereby 

is, authorizea and directed to prepare an estimate for Messrs. 
Cooke and Deggs contractors for up fitting the eleyators, &c., in 
the Museum of Natul'al History bUilding, on account, and not 
exceeding the sum of $1,500, if, in his judgment, sufficien't 
work has been doue and material delivered to justify said pay-
ment. 

I 
l 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of tl~e Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

. ' 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Cricket on Central Park. 

From Mr. James T. Soutter, President of the St. peorge 

• 

" 
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Cricket Club, asking that permission be given to said club to 
play cricket on the Central Park. 

(Minutes, March 29th, 1876, p. 708.) 

Referred to the Landscape Architect for his report. 

154th Street, Twenty-third Ward. 

From Mr. D. Fredericks and others complaining of t.he con
dition of 154th street, in the Twen ty-third Ward, between Elton 
and Courtland Avenues. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

Mill Brook sewer in Brook avenue. 

From Mr. James E. Serrell, city surveyor, protesting against 
the plan for the \!onstruction of the Mill Brook sewer, in Brook 
avenue. 

Filed. 

From the Engineer of Construction reporting upon the pro
test of Mr. James E. Serrell. 

(Minutes, A.ugust 23d, 1876, p. 255.) 

Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Comptroller of the City of New York be, 
and he is hereby, required forthwith to create and issu.e, in 
such manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, 
a public fund or stock, to be denominated "City Parks Im
provement Fund," to .the amount of one hundred thousand 
($100,000) dollars, as authorized by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875, 
for the improvement and regulation of the several parks, 
squares and places, which are now, or hereafter may be under 
the control and management of the Department of Public 
Parks. 

(Minutes, April 21, 1876, p. '170.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
Favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10:45 
o'dock A. M, to meet on Wednesday the 30th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30th, IS76. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 16th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23d inst. were 
read, when 

Comm~ssioner STEBBINS moved that they be amlmded by in
serting on page 255, and immediately after "At this point the 
" Comptroller of the city entered." the following words, "and 
" after listening to, and examining the various bids, he enquired 
" for the charter and examined the clause relating to the open

" ing of the same, when he objected to the pf'oceeding on the 
" ground that they were not in conformity with law." 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the approval of the minutes 
of the 23d inst., and the motion of Commissioner Stebbins to 
amend same, be laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Drinking Fonntain at Sixth Avenue and Thirty.third street Park. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen forwa:ding a com-
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munication from Mr. T. G. Ellswortb., Oounty Secretary of the 
Good Templars, complaining that the drinking fountain at 
Sixth Avenue and Thirty-ihird Street Park is out of order, and 
requesting that it be repaired. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Urinal at the Dairy, Central Park. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the condition 
of the urinal at the Dairy in the Oentral Park. 

Referred to the Superintendent of parks for his report. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding lJ, copy of a resolution of said Board, 
authorizing the Oomptroller of the city to issue Oity Parks 
Improvement Fund Stock to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, Aug. 23,. 1876, p. 261.) 

Filed. 

Celebration of Independence Day. 

From the Oomptroller of the city as follows: 

CITY OF NEW YORK-DEPART~IEXT OF FINANCE, ~ 
COMPTROLLER'S Or"FIcE, 

August 26, 18'76. 
To the Depm·tmellt of Public Parh : 

Bills of S. C. Edge, for fireworks at Union Square, amounting to $1,225; J. W 
Hadfield, for firework,. amountiug to $1,000; Isaac }<~dge &; Son, for fireworks, 
amounting to $2,135.08; Detwiller, Street &, Co., for fireworks, amounting to 
$690.91; Feodor GunzeJ. for decorating and illuminating at Madison square, 
amounting to $50; Felix ,\" erne!', for decorating mHl i.lhiluinating at l\ladison 
square $94; .John A. Casey f(l)' tar barrels, el e., amounti!lg to $114; A. Sivori, 
for illuminating 88 Union squ!lre. amounting to $25; New York Calcium Light Co., 
for calcium lights, amounting to $40 ; R. Burgess, for htbor and materials, amount
ing to ~29.25: Dodworth's band of music furnished at City Hall, amounting to 
$133; M. K. Maximillian, fur rent of flag's, amounting to i:'22; Fred. Law Olm
stead, for special services and disbursements, amounting to $34.n, have been re
ceived at this Department. 

Section 14 of Chapter 335, Laws of 18'/3, provide" that nn money shall be ex
pended for any celebration, unless by vote of four-fifths of all the members of the 
Common Council. 

Will you please inform this Department whether the necessary vote was ob
tained in these cases. 

(Signed.) 
Respectfully, 

ANDREW H. GREEN, 

Oomptroller. 
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The PRESIDENT stated that he had transmitted to the Finance , 
Department the following reply, and moved .that flis action be 
approved. . 

Adopted. 
(Minntes, Aug. 4th, 18'76, p. 219.) 

[REPLY.] 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

NEW YORK, Angnst29th, 1876. 

To the Oomptroller of the Oityof New York: 

In answer to yours of the 26th instant, we beg leave to inform you that no vote 
has been obtained in the Oommon Council in reference to the bills of I. G. Edge 
and others, for fireworks in Union Square, &c., on the celebration ofIndependence 
day, and that none was necessary. 

Serious complaints have reached tilL, Department of your dilatodne~s in solving 
so simple a question, and of the hardbhip" these persons have suffered in having 
an untenable objection raised against the payment of their just claims. 

We trust you will see the propriety of prompt action in these cases. 
Respectfully, 

(Signed) .' WM. R. MARTIN, 
President D. P. P. 

Liberty Pole at Union Square. 

Froin Mr. Eugene Cruger, Recording Secretary of the Young 
Men's Democratic Union Club, askiug permission for said 
club to erect a liberty-pole near Washington Monument, Union 
Square, and underhking to remove said pole immediately after 
the' elections in November. 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Ice on the Pool, Oentral Park. 

From Mr. Jacob Boehm, stating that he had paid $700 to 
this Department for the right to cut ice on the Pool in Central . 
Park last winter. That on account of the mildness of the 
season, he did not obtain any ice last winter. ~nd asking that 
he be granted the pri vilege of cutting the ice this coming 
winter season. 

(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1875, p. 364.) 

.Laid over until next meeting. 
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East Riter Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to give 

notice, through the daily papers, that the East River Park 
will be opened to the public ou. Friday, the 1st September 
next, at 4 o'clock, P. lIL 

(Minutes, June 21,1876, p. 144.) 

Adopted. 

Sewer in Brook Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No. 22), of Messrs. Charles 

J ones and ,Thomas P. McQuade, for building a sewer with the 
necessary receiving basins, culverts and appurtenances, in 
Brook Avenue, from a point in tide water to a point in 165th 
Street, ill the 23d Wan} of the city of New York, be accepted 
as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Messrs. 
Jones and McQuade, and that the President be, and hereby is, 

"-

authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this De- / 
partment. 

(Minutes, August 23d, 1876, pp. 256 and 257.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there

,of as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Pipe-sewers iu Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.8), of Mr. Frank A. O'Don~ 

nel, for the construction and laying of pipe-sewers in Central 
Park, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be 
awarded to said Frank A. O'Donnel, and that the President 
be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on be~ 
half of this Department. 

(Minutes, August 23d, 1876, p. 258.) 

The PRESIDENT put the q,:estion whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.15 
0' clock A. M. 

WH. IRWIN, 
Secreta'ry, D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th, 1876. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following 'call of the Presi
dent: , 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLlC PARKS, 

36 Union Square (East). 

NEW YORK, 1st September, 18'16. 

Mr. WM. IRWIN, Secreta1·Y D. P. P. 

Sir,-You will please call a special meeting of the Board for Monday, the 4th 

inst., at 9 o'clock A.M., for the purpose of taking such action as may be necessary 

in relation to the inauguration of the statue of Lafayette. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)- W. R. MARTIN, 

President IJ. P. P. 

(Minutes, July 26, 18'16, p. 20'7.) 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA'It, SEPTEMBER 6th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-IO O'CLOCK A.l\L 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, Presi4ent. 
" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

, 
On motion of the President, the approval of the minutes of 

the 23d August, 1876, was laid over; and the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meetings of the 30th August and 4th 
September, 1876, was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Fountains. 

From the Oommissioner of the Department of Public Works, 
requesting that all the fountains, except the one at the Terrace 
in Central Park, be discontinued, on account of the very 
limited supply of Croton water, occasioned by the long con
tinued drought. 

The President stated that the Department of Public Works 
had, since he received said communication, cut off the supply of 
water to the fountains, thereby rendering any action on the 
matter by this Departp:tent unnecessary, and he moved that 
said commuuication be filed. 

Adopted. 
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Jeremiah McCarty. 

From Mr. John O'Donnell and others, asking that Mr. Jere

miah McCarty be appointed a foreman. 
Filed. 

James Crow. 

From Mr. James Crow, applying for the position of inspector 

on Brook A venue sewer. 
Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'Donohue, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Ayers, Sam!. P., Estate of, rubber valves . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Byrne, James, E., hay oats and bran .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Boyd, Edw'd A., glass ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ....... " ... Harlem R. B. Rep". 

Imp. and M ..... 

Coffin, Panl C., & Co., nails ... " .. '" Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and]l.l .... 

Colgate & Co., soap. . . . . .. _ .......... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... _ 

Horgan, Cornelius, meat .............. Maint. a:Jd Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Hunter, Keller & 00., iron pipe ... , .. City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ......... . 

Mahoney, Michael, blue-stone .......... Mus. Nat. History 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•...•.... 

Merchant, S. L., & Co., cement ....... _ . City Parks Impt. 

fuud , •••• " ••. 

$12 00 

185 78 

4411 63 

60 00 

18 60 

640 

243 00 

16 15 

~42 00 

353 60 

-- $39560 

21 00 
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Metropolitan Gas L. Co., gas meter .•. ooMaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Metropolitan Gas L. Co., gas, July ..•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •...... 
McNab &; Harlin Mfg; Co., plumbers, 

/ Materials ....................... City Parka Impt. 

FUAd •.•....... 

N. y~ Gas Light Co., gas, July ....... ooMaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •...... 

Prentice, James, repair to transit ....... City Parks Impt . 

. Fund ... '" .,. 

PoiIlon, C. &; R., lumber ..•..•........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••.•... '" 

Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M .•.. 

Reilly, P., bread and crackers .......... Maint and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... . 

Rogers, Robt., services as diver ....... Harlem It B. Reps. 

'- Imp. and M ..... 

Rogers &; .Graham, services as divers ... Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M ..••• 

Scanlon, John P., milk ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ...... 

Stackpole &; Bro., repairs to thermome-

ter ....•.•...................... Oity Parks Imp. 

Fund .......... . 

Smith, Geo. W., &; Co., revised statutes. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •...... 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .....•.. 

Walsh, Coulter &; Flagler, hardware .... Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... , .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..••.•.. ,. 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB. 2 46 
11 70 
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Watrous &; Willson, lu~ber .... ... .... City Parks Impt. 

_ Fund ......... . 

Wiebusch &; Hilger, Hardware 00., 
hardware .............. . ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. . ..... $1,966 OS 

City Parks Improvement Fund. " .... " . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . 1,021 68 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint... . . • • . 574 10 

Museum of Natural History ..............••........... 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ......... . 

42 00 

2 46 

$109 44 

25 00 

$3,606 29 

----- $3,606 29 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-six,hundred and six dollars and 

twenty. nine cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, i Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee. " 

New York, September 6, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. . 

Boyd, Edw. A., glass .... . ... ' .. ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

. Coffin, Paul C., &; Co., steel brooms ... : .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... ... 

Claflin, H. B. &; Co., thread . . .... ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Cooper, Hewitt'" Co., steel wire ....... -.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•... 

Devlin, John B., paving .•.. . _ ....... , .Paving Third avo 

from Westchester 

avo to northern 

boundary, 23d 

Ward ......... . 

$1240 

3000 

4 ~4 

4 41 

11,482 M 
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Grafulla, C. S., music ........ " •.•...• Music Central Pk. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas .......•••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P. . • . . . . $154 00 

H. R. B., Reps., 

Impt. & Maint.. 60 00 

Walmsley, R. G., pipe .•••....•...... Museum Natural 

History ........ . 

Walah, Coulter & Flagler, pick handles .• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .... ................. $166 40 

Maintenance and Goyernment of Parks and Places. . . . . . . . 51 20 

Paving Third avo from Westchester avo to northern boun-

dary 23d Ward. . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . • . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . 5,482 55 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance... 60 00 

MJIsic, Central Park. •••................ , • . .. . . . . . . . . . 275 00 

Museum Natural History.. . ..••. ............•........ 1 30 

$275 00 

214 00 

1 30 

12 15 

$6,036 45 

$6,036 45 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of six thousand and thirty-six dollars 

and forty-five cents. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE,} Auditing 
H. G: STEBBINS, CommiUee. 

New York, September 6th, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for. approval: 
AnderBon, Pierce & Co., paint, oils and 

varnish .......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund.. . .. . .. .. $204 34 

Maint. & Govmt. 

P. and P.. .. .. . 34 39 

Allen, R. H. & Co., knife rivets .•.•.... Maint. and Govmt. -

P. and P ...... 

$238 73 

1 00 
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,Am. Plow 00., ahovel!! •..•. ; ••••.••.• Oity Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 
Boyle & 00., cOrn, oats, etc .. . . : .. ~ .. tMaint. and Govmt. 

' . P. and P ...... . 
Oooke & Beggt, labor alid matls .• '" ••. Museum Natural 

History .•. ~ .•. 
OrOBs, Jas. R., incidental elqlenses ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Goam, Paul 0., & Co., paUs and nails ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

City 'Parks Impt. 

Frind ....... .. 

Early & Lane, pails and brooms ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...... .. 

Harlem R. B., Reps. 

Impt., Maint: .. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. aI\dP .•••... 

Edwarda, Chas., A., hose ............... Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Gold & Stock Telg. Co., rent of line ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ......• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ... '" .•... 

Gordon, Robert, Act'g. Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art .................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

Harlem Gas Light Co" gas.meter, Ang .. Maint. and .Govt. 

P.andP .. : ... 
Hazard Powder Co., shot, caps and 

powder ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
HUlman, Caleb, monument .•••.....•. Surveying, laying 

• 
out, etc., 23d and 

24th Warda, etc. 

$Ill 20' 

131S 00 

"l,ISOO 00 

81S « 

'12 00 

38 41i 

$18 60 

9 00 

19 60 

4200 

,Ili 62 

46 88 

62 ISO 

636 '21S . 

2'1 '1'1 

1 96 

100 00 
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Hunter, Keller &; Co., iron pipe ... '" .• City Parks Impt. 

Fund • ••••••.. 

Irwin, Wm., incidental expenses ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...... '" 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 2)ld and 

24th Wards, etc. 

$28 68 

27 00 

o 25 

Mus. Nat. History 0 48 

Maint., etc., 23d 

&; 24th Wards, 

etc .......... . 

Keese &; Valentine, sundries .........• Maint., 28d and 

24th Wards .... 

King, Briggs &; Co., files .............. !faint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

King, Joseph, keep of horse, August .... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Lantpier, L. A., passe partouts ........ Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... " 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, July ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Moffat, David &; Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govrn't 

P.llndP ...... . 

Murphy, S. O. A. &; Co., soap &; chamois, Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Murphy &; Nesbitt, brick, lime &; hair, .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......••• 

Parry, Henry, marble basin slab, ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...•..••• 

Poillon, C. &R., lumber, .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food,.-............... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ....... 

Scanlan, John P., milk for August, ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ....... 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coal, ......... _., .Maint. 23d elL 24th 

Wards .••••.•• 

16 74 

$7 '19 

73 15_ 

1 78 

2 60 

30 00 

3 50 

501 00 

8 52 

1) 23 

84 15 

12 00 

45 00 

16 00 

1240 

6 50 
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Van Riper, Chas., plow share, etc., ...... Maint. 2sd & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Verplanck, Bros., tacks, ............... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... . 

Watrous & Willson, boards ........... Oity Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Watson Mfg. Co., iron and labor. " ..... Mus. Nat'l Hist. 

Weeks, D. C. & Son, labor and materials, Mus. Nat'l lIist. 

Ziegler, J. & Co., enameled cloth, ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. '" .... U,483 09 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . .. ................ 492 29 

American Museum Natural History ..................... 10,896 48 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d aud 24th '.v ards, ete ...... 215 69 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc.. .. ......... 114 20 

Harlem River BridgfJs, Repairs, Improvement and :Ma\nt.. . 9 00 

$86 58 

1 00 

23 50 

2,500 00 

6,896 00 

1 75 

$13,210 75 

----$13,210 75 

Amounting in the aggregate to the 

and ten dollars and seventy-five cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, September 6th, 1876. 

sum of thirteen thousand two hundred 

JOSEPH J. O'DOXOHUE, t A·uditing 
H. G. STEBBIXS, \ Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department lor pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority 01 all the members 01 the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Q'Donohue, Wet

more-i. 

/' 
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Lafayette Statue. 

The PRESIDENT repQrted that the Consul-General of France 
and the Committee of French residents, had arranged for
mally to present the Statue of Lafayette to the city, on this 
afternoon, the 6th inst. That he had seen his Honor the 
Mayor, who was to receive the statue on behalf of the city, 
concerning the arrangements, and that his Honor had requested 
that this Department would make the necessary preparations 
and incur the expenditures suitable to the occasion; and had 
promised that, if funds were required for the purpose by this 
Department he would have a transfer made by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment for_the purpose. 

He then moved that he be authorized to expend an amount 
not exceeding $400, in making the necessary preparations for 
the unveiling and inauguration of the said statue of Lafayette. 

(Minutes, Sept. 4, 1876, p. 270,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma· 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Filling on Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that an order be authorized to be 
issued, on the requisition of the Superintendent, for an amount 
of filling, not exceeding 10,000 cubic yards, for the purpose of 
completing the approaches from 77th Street to the Museum of 
Natural History Building, on Manhattan Square, at a price 
not exceeding lOc. per cubic yard. 

(Minutes, March 29, 1876, p. 707.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue; Wet
more-4. 

Patrick Cunningham, Owen Carr. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE stated that Patrick Cunningham, 
a keeper in the Menagerie, had tendered his resignation, 
and he moved that it be accepted, and that Owen Carr be ap
pointed a keeper in his place, at the same rate of pay, viz., 
$16 per week. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohne, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-1. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned, at 10 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, tIle 13th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

\ 

./ 
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.WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of August 30th, 
September 4th, and September 6th, 1876, were read and ap-
proved. . . 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the approval of the minutes of 
the previous m~eting of August 23d, 1876, was laid over until 
the next meeting. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Geo. C. Coffin-Isaac Evans. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which he states 
"that, as it appears from a letter addressed to him by the 
President, on the question of the removal of Mr. tsaac Evans, 

. late Assistant Secretary, and the appointment of Mr. Geo. C. 
Coffin to that position, the provisions of the charter were 
not complied with in the removal of Mr. Evans, his removal 
wa$ irregular, but that he is inclined to think that Mr. Evans' 
acquiescence amounted to a waiver of any objections he might 
have taken as to the manner of his removal, and that he is 
neither the incllmb~nt af the offiee' or position of Assistant 
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Secretary, nor entitled to the salary attached thereto. He also 
states as foHows : 

., Even if the position of Assistant Secretary is an ' qffice' and 
" Mr. Evans, by reason of the irregnlarity of his removal, is 
" still the lawful incumbent of that office, I do not think this 
" act can operate to deprive Mr. Coffin of his salary. If there 
" is such an ' office' a~ that of '.Assistant Secretary,' and Mr. 
" Coffin has not heretofore filled that 'qffice,' because it was 
" not vacant, he is, nevertheless, a du1.r appointed clerk or sub
" ordinate of the Department of Public Parks, and has per
" formed such duties as were assigned to him by the Board 
" governing that Department, and is entitled to receive such 
" salary for those services as was fixed by the Department at 
" the time of his appointment, provided there is now a suffi
" cient amount of the appropriation for the Park Department 
" to cover such payment." 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Comptroller had refused to 
pay Mr. Geo. C. Coffin his salary for the month of J nIy, and on 
that account he had requested the Counsel to the Corporation 
to give his opinion as to the legality of his appointment, and 
he then moved that said communication be received and 
filed. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1876, p, 80.) 

Adopted. 

Berrian Avenue-Marrion Avenue. 

From the Engineer of Constrnction, reporting that the 
property owners on the line of Berrian A venue had laid the 

flagging on the west side of said avenue, from Kingsbride 
Road to Isaac Street, excepting 125 lineal feet between Kings
bridge Road and John Street, and 185 lineal feet opposite the 

hotel and in front of the horse shed, adjacent to Kingsbridge 

Road. 

That on Marrion A.venue only 50 lineal feet, in front of the 
property of Mr. J. Ridgeway, had been laid. 

(Minutes. Nov. 29, 1875, p. 435, and March 1, 1876, p. 650.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that 

\ 

,. 

/ 
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the balance of the work, not done by the property owners, be 
executed by contract, the specifications for which shall be 
prepared by the Engineer of Construction; and that the 
Secretary prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for 
proposals for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.-3. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Mr. James Everard, contractor for paving Third 
Avenue, claiming that certain days on which the Inspec
tors employed on the work of paving sa.id avenue had worked, 
should not be charged against him in his final estimate. 

Also from the Engineer of Construction, stating that the 
whole number of days worked by the Inspectors was 222; that 
the work was ·suspended, by reason of wet weather, &c., for 
22! days; that the contract called for the work to be finished 
in 85 days; that therefore the number of days with which the 
contractor is to be charged is 114!. That Mr. Everard now 
claims he is entitled to a deduction of 20 days from this 114! 
days. . He submits a statement showing the work done on the 
days claimed by the contractor, and states that he does not 
think that any deduction should be made for them. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the recommendation of the 
Engineer of Construction be accepted, and that the claim of 
Mr. Everard be disallowed. 

The PRESIDENT. put the question, whether the Board would 
~gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa.vor 
thereof, as follows: 

. Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore--3. 
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FOl'dhlml Avenull, Kingsbridge Road, 24th Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
map or plan of Fordham Avenue and connecting streets. 

(Minutes, February 4th, 1876, p. 595.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Maps of 23d and 24th Wards and north end of Island. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
that photo-lithographic copies of the maps of the 23d and 
24th Wards, and of the north end of the Island, be made on a 
scale of 300 feet to one inch. 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Thomas L. Beebe. 

From the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings and lm- '; 
provements, stating that in running out the lines for the sewer 
in Brook Avenue he had found it necessary to employ an axe- / 
man for one day, and had obtained the services of Mr. Thos. 
L. Beebe, and requesting that his action be sanctioned by the 
Boarll, and that Mr. Beebe be allowed pay for Raid day. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action of the Engineer and 
Surveyor of street openings and improvements be approved, 
and that Mr. Thos. L. Beebe be allowed pay as an axeman 
for one day, at the rate of$2.50per day, which shall be charged 

to the appropriation for "surveying and laying out, &c., the 
north end, &,c." . 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Riverside Ave. 

From Messrs. Henry Gantz & Co., requesting that a clause 
be inserted in the eontra.-otfor improving Riverside Avenue, 
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requiring fI, oerla.W description of aspha.lt pavement to be laid 
on said A. venue. 

(Miu.utes, A.ugust 4, 12'16, p. 2~.) 

Filed. 

Dennis Fitzpatrick. 

From Alderman Wm. Wade and sixteen other members of 
the Common Council, asking that Mr. Dennis Fitzpatrick be 
appointed as engineer in charge of the new steam engine to be 
placed on Third Avenue Bridge. 

Laid on the table. 

Southern Boulevard. 

From Mr. C. D. Dickey and a number of other residents of 
the 23d a.nd 24th Wards, compla.ining of the condition of the 
Southern Boulevard. 

Referred to the President to report upon. 

Samuel Oren. 

From Mr: Samuel Olen, applying for a position upon the 
police force. 

Filed. 

Jonas Chandler. 

From Mr. Jonas Chandler, applying for a position as in
spector upon the construction pf Brook Avenue s~wer. 

Filed. 

L. Falkenan. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, on behalf of the Executive 
Committee, that ,232.50 was a just amount to allow Mr. L. 
Falkenan for work done on Third Avenue pavement as a City 
SurveYO'f, and was within the amount allowed by the ordi
nances of the city, and recommended that he be allowed said 
amount, and that the Engineer of street openings and im
provements be directed to include same in the assessment list 
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for said work. He also handed in two communications in re
lation to the subject, one from Mr. L. Falkenan and one from 
the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings and improve
ments. 

(Minutes Nov. 3, 1875, p. 358.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be accepted 
and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore.-3. 

Jo.eph Mazzini. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Nestor Corradi, Artist, of 284 
Third Avenue, M: F. Donnarumma and M. E. Macogzi, had 
called upon him and requested that a site be designated in 
Central Park for a bust of Joseph Mazzini, which a committee 
of Italian Residents proposed to present to the city, and he 
moved that the Landscape Architect be requested to report 
upon said application. 

Adopted. 

Brook Avenue sewer.' Pipe sewers in Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and 

resolution: 
Whereas, there may be reasou for believing that the Board 

were not legally empowered to award the work for the con
struction of a seW6r in Brook Avenue, and the construction 
and laying of pipe sewers in Central Purk to the lowest bidder, 
the Comptroller of the city objecting to the opening of the 
bids, on the ground of the informality and illegality of the pro
ceedings on the part of the Board; it is therefore, 

Resolved, that the President. be, and he is hereby, directed to 
withdraw the statement of the award from the Finance Depart
ment; that the action of the Board be reconsidered, the sub
ject laid on the table, and the whole case submitted to the 
Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion thereon. 

(Minutes, August 30, 1876, p. 267.) 

/ 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said preamble and resolution be 
laid over until the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and 

resolution : 
Whereas, the time for the completion of the work on Tomp

kins ,Square by day's work, has not been extended by' the 
Oommon Oouncil, . 

Resolved, ·that the men so employed be at once discharged, 
and the Oomptroller of the city duly notified of the fact. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 215.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said preamble and reso
lution be laid over until the next meeting. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was detArI?ined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board who were present, 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 10.30 
o'clock A..M., to meet on Friday, the 15th inst., at 9.15 o'clock 
A.M. 

WJ!.. IRWIN, 
Secreta1'Jj D. P. P. 

• 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1iith, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A.M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS, 

WETMORE. 

On motion of Commissioner WETMORE, the Board adjourned 
without transacting any business. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 



/ 

. '-

Wedne8day, Sept. 20, 1876.] 291 

WEDNESDA.Y, SEPTEMBER ~th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-I0 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETIlOBE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 18th and 15th 
insts.,were read and approved. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that the approval of the minutes 
of August 23d, 1876 was in order, and that the motion of Com
missioner Stebbins to amend the same and offered at the meet
ing of August 30, 1876, was now before the Board. 

The PRESIDENT then moved as a substitute for said motion of 
Commmissioner Stebbins, that the minutes of the 23d August, 
1876, be approved as read, 0n the ground that the amendment 
proposed does not correctly state the facts. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
'-- agree to said substitute motion, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the -Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes....:..-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
The following communications were then presented and • 

"i ') read: 

I 
f 
i 
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Francis Hagan" Assistant Foreman. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding certain charges 
against Assistant Foreman Francis Hagan. 

(Minutes, Jnne 9th, 1876, p. 113.) 

Referred to Commissioner O'Donohue to investigate, and " 
report. 

~ridge over Harlem River. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting plans for an 
iron' bridge over Harlem river, from 139th street on the west 
side, to 138th street on the east si<ie of said river, and estimat
ing the cost of its construction at $87,417. 

(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 780.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Sidewalks on Brook Avenue and cross streets. 

F1'om the Engineer of Construction, stating that it will be 
necessary to determine the width of the sidewalks on Brook 
Avenue and the cross streets. That the regulations of the late 
town of Morrisania and thosetof the city of New York are dif
ferent in relation to the width of the sidewalks; and asking in
structions in the matter. 

Referred to the President for report. 

Transfer of Appropriation. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, notifying this Department that a transfer of $437.50 from 
the appropriation for" Surveying, laying out, &c.," for 1875, to 
the appropriation for "Third Avenue, Morrisania, Opening 
Improvement Fund," 1875, had been authorized. 

(Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 228.) 

Filed. 

Museums- of Art and Natural History Stock. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion-

I 
I 
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ment, notifying this Departmen,t that the Comptroller of· the 
city had been authorized to issue $25,000 of the Museums of 
Art lind Natural History stock. , 

(Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 16.) 

/ • Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, notifying this Department that the Comptroller of the 
city had been authorized to isst:l.e $25,000 of the "City Parks 
Improvement Fund Stock." 

(Minutes, .Aug. 23, 1876, p. 261.) 

Filed .. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner O'DOliOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the 
same to the Board for approval: 

Am. Diet. Telegraph Co., rent and ser-

vice ........................ , ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.& P. ........ $505 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... 15 09 

,Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., paper and cam-

phor ......................... " . Maint. and.Govmt. 

P. &P ....•••.. 

Dodworth's band, music ............... Music Central Park 

Grafulla, C. S., music ................. Music Central Park 

Harmer, Hays & Co., harness materials.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••••. 
Horgan, Cornelius, meat .•...•.. , •... ;Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....••. 
Labagh, W; 0., salt ••••.•.••••••••... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

$20 14 

6 24 

27500 

275 00 

2231 

,243,00 

I 
13 09 



Huhattan G_ Light Co., gas meter~ 

August .......... , ............. Maint. and Govm't 
P.and P ... : .•. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter, 

August ... : ..•..••..........•..• Maint. and Govm't 
P. and P ....... 

Muir, Jas., plumbing and materials ..•. Maint. and Govmt. 
, P. and P ...... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas 
July and August .......•..•..••.. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ....... 
Norris & Williams, plumbing and mao 

terials .......................... Maint. and Govm't 
P.and P ....... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 

Reeves, Roht. C., canary seed .... , ...•. Maint. and Govm't 
P: and P ..... ,. 

Reilly, Patrick, bread, August . ....•... Maiut, and Govm't 
P. and P ...... . 

Scott, D., nsh and vegetables, Auguat ••. Malnt. BJ;ld Govm't 
P:andP ...... 

Thomas, Jas., rent office, 46th at ....... Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 28d and 

24th Wards •••• 

Wheatly R. R., hay, oats, bran, &c ..... Maint. 28d & 24th 
-Wards .•...... ' 

Valentine" Briggs, rent .. , .......... Maint. 28d & 24th 
Wards ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ......... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .............. •· .. •• .. ·;, 

'Music Central Park ............. " .................... . 

, Surveying, Laying Out, etc., 2Sd and 24th Wards ....•••• 

tllll 00 

• • 
~1 tIS 

S 911 

'1 '111 

tl0 68 

122 ~'1 

- -- ISS ~O 

600 

lSI Sf .. 
'10 '10 

8000 

SIS 98 

~O 00 ' 

'1,8118 ~ 

t1l8~ 81 • 

18'1 86 

ISISO 00 

6000 

'lIS 98 
tl,BISS ~O 

, Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen, hundred ,and fifty-eIgM 
dollarl and forty cents. ' ,, " , ' , 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, ................ . 

, (Signed) H. G. SftIIII[l(l, l Auditing 
JOIID'B J. O'DOllOBmi, f ~. 

'~.w York, September 20,18'18. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : .. 

Everard, James, paving .....•......... Paving 8d Avenue 

from Westchester 

A ve. to Northern 

bound'y 23d Ward, $9,'728 97 

$9,'728 9'7 

Amounting to ninety·seven hundred and twenty·three dollars and ninety-seven 

cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, September 20th, 1876. 

H. G. STEBBINS, I AlIiliting 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, f Oommittee. 

THE PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
• above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

" to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay-
-ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether ihe Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majoIity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Mariin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.-4. 

Estimates for 18'77. 

THE PRESIDENT reported verbally upon the subject of the 
Departtnental estimates for 1877, and recommended that the 
following be adopted, viz. : 

Proposed departmental Estimate of Expenditures by the Department of Public 
Parks for the year 1877. . 

For the maintenaJ:lce of the Central Park and other Parks and 
Places .•• " •..•.•..... , . • . . . . . . . . .. . . •. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .• $250,000 00 

For special improvement of Walks, Central Park................. 10,000 00 
For Pa:rk Keepers, &c ....•.................•...•• " • • •. • • . . . . • 95,000 00 
For lightIng Parks and Places ........................ ;. • • • .. • • 25,000 00 

• 
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For Music, Central Park .•..•••••••.•.............•.•••...... 
For Muaic, ()ther Parks and Places .......... ' •. " .............. . 
For completion of Pavement of Cit,)' Hall Park, . . .. . ........... . 
For Sea Wall at Battery .... , . . . . • . . • . . . . . .. . ............... . 
For the Dlllintenance of the Collections of the American Museum of 

Natural History and of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, ..... 
(Sec. 7, Chap .. 756, Laws of 1873.) 

,For Bridges over Harlem River, maintenance, repairs and rebuilding 
For care and repair of Roads in 23d and 24th Wards ............. . 
For Surveying, laying out and monumenting 23d and 24th Wards, 

including the north end of this island (Cit. 604, of 1874) .... ,. 
For making Tax maps for Commissioners of Taxes and Assesments. 

. (Ch.411,ofI876) 
For repair and rebuilding Bridges over the Bronx River ........ . 
For Salaries .... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . ......... . 
For Contingencies ........................................... . 

For celebration of Independence Day... .. .. ......... • ....... . 

Total ....... . 

(Minutes, August 4, 18'16, p. 227.) 

$6;00000 
7,000 00 

20,000 00 ' 
'1,1)0000 

30,00000 

66,300 00 
79,000 00 

39,000 00 
6,600 00 

29.000 00 
60,000 OU 
10,000 00 

$7:10,400 00 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the Estimates, as pre
sented by the President, b~ approved, and that he be author
ized and requested to transmit same to the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment and the Board of Aldermen, as required by. 
Sect. 112, Chap. 335, Laws of 1873. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, aud it was determined in the affirm~tive, 
a majority of all the members of the Boa~d voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

,Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.-4. 

Sale of Sheep and Lambs. 

The Treasurer presenting the auctioneers' return of the sale 
of sheep, showing the ,total amount received ........ '$661 50 

• Advertising; auctioneer.s'fees, &c.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 20 

Net proceeds .................... '$593 SO 
And he moved that it be accepted and approved. 

(Minutes, July 19, 18'16, 1>, 168.) 

Adopted, 
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Engin8!ll"ing Corps. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing .Committee, pre
sented a report with reference to the work done by the follow
ing late members of the Engineering Corps, between February 
1st, and June 28th, 18'76, viz.: Charles M. Harris, Daniel 
Campbell and Edward Kennedy, and recommended that they 
be paid as follows: . • 

C. M. Harris, 13 days, at. . . . . . .... . . .. $5 per day. 
D. Campbr.ll, 13 days, at. .. . .. . .. . ... . . .. .... 3 " 
E. Kennedy. 10 days, at· . . .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. 3 " 

And that such pay be charged to the Construction fund. 
(Minu\es, July 19, 1876, p. 179.) 

Received and laid over until next meeting. 

Transfer of A.ppropriations of 1876. 

The PRESIDENT presented a statement showing that there are 
deficiencies in certain appropriations for the current year, but 
that certain other appropriations were more than sufficient 
to meet all the requirements during the year, and he moved 
that it be referred to the President with power to make appli
cation to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for the 
transfer of such surplus funds to the appropriations on which 
th81'e are deficiencies. 
, The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor there
of, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Buildings on line of Brook A.venue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it would be necessary to have 
the houses on th~ line of Brook Avenue, south of i65th Street, 
removed, and he moved that it be referred to the President 
with power to have them sold by public auction. 



298 [ Wednesday, 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

• 
Joseph Mazzini. 

The Landscape Architect reported verbally upon the appli
cation to place a bust of Joseph Mazzilli on the Central Park, 
an~ stated that only a drawing of the proposed bust had been 
submitted to the Department, and that the established custom 
and rules required that before definitely designating a location 
on the Central Park for a work of.art, the work itself, or a full
sized model of it, should be referred to the Committee ap
pointed to judge of its merits. 

(Minutes, September 13, 1876, p. 287.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and that 

the Committee, requesting permission to place said bust on 
the Central Park, be informed that no action can be taken in 
the matter until the rules are complied with. 

Adopted. 

Acting Sergeants Flock and Liebenau. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on the 21st June last, patrolmen 
Flock and Liebenau, were detailed to ad as sergeants, but that 
by an oversight their pay was not fixed at the rate given to Ser
geants, and he moved that they be paid from June 21st, 1876, 
and so long as they continue to act as sergeants, at the rate of 

pay allowed to sergeants, viz., $3.25 per day. 
(MinuteA, June 21st, 1876, p. 143.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

\ 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in ta~or 
thereof, as follows :, 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3 . 
No-Commissioners Stebbins-I. 

Bridges over Harlem River 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that a Superintendent be a p
pointed who shall have the general oversight of the care and 
management of the bridges over Ha.rlem river and Spuyten 
Duyvil Creek; that he be designated" Superin tendent of Bridges 
over Harlem River;" and that Mr. Henry Bertholf be ap
pointedl:luch superintendent. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said motion be laid over until the 
next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Banner Poles • 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that it be referred to the 
President, with power, to issue permits for the erection of ban
ner poles on the streets adjacent to the public parks and places 
until the date of the next election. 

Adopted. 

Maps of the 23d lind 24th Wards, and North end of Island. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized, in 
accordance with the recomendations of the Civil and Topo
graphical Engineer, to issue orders for photo-lithograpic copies 
of the maps of the North end of the Island and the 23d and 
24th Wards, on a scale of 300 feet to one inch, for the use of 
the Civil and Topographical force, and that Timothy J. O'SUl
livan be, and hereby is, appointed a draughtsman for the pur
pose of preparing the copy for the lithograpliing of said maps, 
and that his pay be fixed at $90 per month. 

(Minutes, Sept. 13, 1876, p. 280.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Wm. Van Valkenbul'gh. 

Oommissioner O'DONOHUE presented certain charges prefer

red by Mr. Michael Quinn against Mr. W m. Van Valkenburgh, 

Disbursing Clerk, and which had been sent to hill. 
Commissioner WETMORE moved that said charges be received. 

and referred to Commissioner Stebbins to investigate and re
port upon. 

Adopted. 

Laborers, &c., Employed. 

The PRESIDENT staled that Oommissioner Stebbins had re
quested him to report whether more laborers, &c., had been 

employed since May 1st, 1876, than the Board had authorized, 
and in compliance with the request he presented the following 
statement, which was ordered to be printed in the minutes, viz. : 

STATEMENT, 

Force employed on Parks and Places on 1st May, 1876 (see return of 

Disbursing Clerk on file in the Department). , . , ............. , . ". . . . 486 

Force employed on 12th September, 1876 (see return of Disbursing Clerk 

on file in the Department), .....................•• ' . . . ..••.•...• . . . 666 

Increase, .............................. ,................ 180 

Npmber of appoint men is authorized by the Board since 1st May, 1876. 248 

Number of discharges .directed by Board since 1st May, 1876......... 47 
- 201 

Difference ....... , ....... " . , . , .. , ... , .. , . 21 

Annual Reports for 1872-3. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Annual Reports for 1872-3 

;' 
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had been delivered, and he presented a list of Libraries, Insti
tutions, and individuals entitled to receive copies, numbering 
in all about 200, and he moved that copies be sent to the Li
braries, &c., named in said list; that 50 copies be given to • 
each Commissioner, and that 250 copies be kept in reserve. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 27th inst., at 9 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Semoetary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 97th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9 O'OLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President, 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 

O'DONOHUE, 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the President, the reading of the Minutes .. 
\. of the previous meeting of the 20th in st., was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolutions, viz: 

Whereas, The Board of Aldermen did, on the 2~d of July last, adopt a resolu
tion for completing the work necessary, for the improvement of Tompkins Square, 
in the words following, viz.: 

"Resolved, That it be, and i,'l hereby, ordered and directed that the Department 
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work necessary to complete 
Tompkins Square, according to the plans on lite in said Department, not embraced 
in the contract for grading and regnlating said square, made wiLh Stephen 
Roberts, to be completed a'! speedily as possible; and for that purpose; authority 
is hereby given to said Department to prooecute said' work by day's labor, and 
they are hereby directed to so prosecute the same. Tho auth~)rity hereby given 
shall continue only until the first day of September next;" , 

-. • And whereas, For divers reasons, the work as aut,horized herein. was not com-
menced until on or about the 15th day of August, so that sufficient time does not 
remain to complete the said work on the 1st day of S.:ptembel', 1876; therefore 

Resolved, That the date for the completion of the work authorized in said resolu
tion, and specified in the last clause thereof, be extended from the first day of 
September until the 1st of October, 1876, inclusive. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, September 11Sth, 18'76. 
Approved by the M~yor, September 20th, 1876., 

(Minutes, August 4, 1876, p. 215.) 

Filed. 
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John Bogart, Superintending Engineer. 

From Mr. John Bogart, Superintending Engineer, in relation 

to his position and pay. 
(Millutes, August 4th, 1876, p. 223.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the name of J olm Bogart, Superintemling 
Engineer, be placed upon the pay-rolls, at the rate of sixteen 
dollars per day, for construction work, from August Rlst, 1876, 
and until the contract for the improvement and construction of 
the Riverside Avenue is awarded. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Boai'd would 

agree to said rewlution, and it was determined in the affirma

ti.ve, a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more.-4. 

Michael Cummings-Timothy O·Brien. / 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, in 

which he states that Michael Cummings, who was employed as 

a teamster in the 23d and 24th Wards, had employed another 

man to drive his team for the greater part of the month of 

AuguRt, as he was in ill-health himseH, and that as he had not 

worked himself, the Disbursing Clerk had withheld his pay. 

'rhat Timothy O'Brien, also a teamster in said Wards, had 

worked for five elf ys, for eight hours each day, and for seyenteen 
days, for ten hours each day; that he had, therefore, returned 

his time as twenty-six days for the month of August, but that 

the Disbursing Clerk had withheld his pay for that month. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the claim of said 

Michael Cummings be approved, and that the Disbursing 

Clerk be directed to pay him for the time for which he was re

turned on the August pay-roll; that the claim of the said 

TilJlothy O'Brien be allowed only for twenty-two days, and 

that the Disbursing Clerk be directed to pay him only for that 

number of days on the August pay-roll. 
~ 
\ 
{ 
! 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Boal"d would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more.--4. 

John F. Carroll. 

From Mr. John F. Carroll, clerk, asking to be allowed pay 
for three days during which he was unavoidably absent during 
the month of August. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. John F. Carroll be allowed 
full pay for the said three days he was so absent, as leave 
would have been given if he had made application for it. 

The PRESIDEN~ put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

\ a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Comn.:issioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Brook Avenne Sewer. 

From Messrs. Jones & McQuade, contractors for the build
ing of the Brook Avenue sewer, stating that thoy understand 
some objection exists to the acceptance of Mr. M. K. Burke as 
one of the sureties offered by them, and requesting that this 
Department consent to the substitution of Mr. Lawrence R. 
Kerr as a surety in his place. 

(Minutes, August 30, 1876, p. 267.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved,That the Commissioners of the Department of 

" Public Parks of the city of New York hereby consent to the 
" substitution of Mr. Lawrence R. Kerr, of the Putnam House, 
"Fourth avenue and Twenty-sixth street, New York city. in 
" place of Mr. M. K. Burke, as a sUl'etyfor the faithful per-

\ " formance of the contract for buildin~ a sewer, with the neces-

I 

\ 
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" sary receiving basins, culverts and appurtenances, in Brook 
" avenue, from a point in tide-water to a point in 165th street, 
" in the Twenty-third ward of the city of New York, heretofore 
" awarded to Messrs. Charles Jones and Thomas P. McQuade." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet

more-4. 

The Tow-boat" Trojan." 

From Mr. Eli B. Conine, Captain of the tow-boat Trojan, 
claiming damages for injuries sustained by said tow-boat while 
passing through the draw of the Third Avenue bridge over Har
lem river, on the 20th July, 1876. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the 
accident which caused the injuries complained of, and stating 
that from the evidence he had been able to obtain, the draw
tender performed his duties in an entirely satisfactory man
ner, and that he cannot be held accountable for the accident. 

Filed. 

George Robinson. 

From Mr. W. E. Worthen and others, recommending Mr. 
George Robinson for the position of engineer of the new 
steam engine to be placed on the draw of the Third Avenue 
bridge. 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that the follow
ing work, not included in the contracts, is necessary to be done 
in connection with the Museum of Natural History building, 
viz. : 

I 

! 
I 
( 

It 



\ 
) 
I 

r 

( 

Septemher 27, 1816.] 807 

Six extra speaking' tubes at an estimated cost of $78. 
To reduce all ventilating shafts from 2 ft.x20 in. to 2 ft.x12 

in., at an expense of $440, and as per estimltte of Messrs. Weeks 
& Son. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the work mention~d in said com
munication be approved, and that same be executed as recom-" 
mended by the Superintending Architect. 

(Minutes, August 9, 1876, p. 238.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners MartilJ, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Carpenters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that he had 
suspended five carpenters on account of want of work for 
them. 

Approved. 

Mrs. E. Martin. 

From Messrs. Thos. Coltman, Thurlow Weed, John A. Dix 
and others, recommending Mrs. Eva Madin for the position of 
ladies' maid in one of the cottages on the parks. 

Filed. 

Wm. Van Valkenburgh. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, to whom was referred certain charges 
preferred against Mr. Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk, 
by Mr. Michael Quinn, reported verbally, recommending that 
the same be dismissed, as it appears from the affidavit of Mr. 
Van Valkenburgh that said charges are without any founda
tion. He then handed in Mr. Van Valkenburgh's affida.vit. 

(Minutes, Sept. 20,1876, p. SOL) 
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Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved t1~at too report be accepted, 
the affidavit of Mr. Van Valhnburgh filed, and the charges 
dismissed as recommended. 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

The Landscape Architect presented a report upon the im
provements on Tompkins Square. 

(Minutes, AUgURt 16, 1876, p. 248.) 

Filed. 

The Spa or Springs, Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had requested the Counsel to 
the ,Corporation for his opInion as to the right of this Depart
ment to reduce the rent reserved under Mr. Carl Schultz's lease 
of the Spa or Springs in Central Park, but that he had not as 
yet received said opinion. That said lease contained a. clause 

. giving the Department the right of forfeiture in case the rent 
is· not paid within 'sixty days after same becomes due. He 
therefore offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That penmng the decision of the Counsel to the 
Gorp6ration, upon the question submitted to him of the right 
of this Department to reduce the rent reserved in the lease 
made with Mr. Carl Schultz, of ,the Spa or Springs in Central 
Park, dated February 21, Ib73, the time of said Schultz to pay 
the rent reserved therein is hereby extended, and the clause 
providing for forfeiture of said lease for non-payment of said 
rent within sixty days after the same shall become due, is 
hereby waived until said Schultz shall have had, after said 
decision, reasonable notice to pay such rent. 

The PRE8IDEl'I'T put the question whether the Board would. 
agree to said resolution; and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of ~l the lpembers of the Board votiIUr 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

~yes-Oommissiouers Martin, Stebbins, O'Do~ohue, W~ .. , 
more-4. 
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Statue of the late William H. Seward. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the 
President with power to make all necessary arrangements for 
the inauguration aDd unveiling of the statue of the late Wil
liam H. Seward, placed on Madison Square. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 184.) • 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, St€Jbbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that application be mad~ to the 
Board of Aldermen for an additional extension of time, in 
which to complete the improvements in Tompkins Square 
by day's wl)rk. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 304.) 

Adopted. 

Cottages on the Parks. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directecl to report upon the condition of all cottages; 
the manner in which the ladies' maids in charge perform their 
duties; whether any changes in the cottages are required, or 
new cottages should be erected. 

Adopted. 

Plants, &c, belonging to P. L. Gilmore. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that permission be given 
to Mr. P. L. Gilmore, to leave certain plants, &c., at Mount St. 
Vincent during the winter, at his own risk and without expense 
to the Department. 

Adopted. 
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Drinking Fountains at Madison Square. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the 

President with power to permit the Society for the Prevention 

of Cruelty to Animals to erect, without expenl'le to the De

partment, drinking fountains at such locations around Madison 
Square, as the Prer;;ident shall designate. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Pavement. 

The PRESIDENT, presented the assessment list for the paving 
of Third Avenue from Westchester Avenue to the northerly 

side of 163d Street, and also the statement of the amount to be 
assessed duly certified, and moved that the same be approved, 

signed by the Commissioners and transmitted to the Board of 
Assessors. 

(Minutes, Sept. 6, 1875, p. 259.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : .. 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Special Police. 

Commissioner O'DoNoHuE moved that Special Policemen, 

George Macomb and Ellward G. Tully, be continued in the 
employment of the Department, from the 1st inst. until the 1st 
November,1876, at the same rate of pay which they have 
heretofore received. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 210.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the mAmbers of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-~I:. 
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L. A. Risee. Draughtsman. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. L. A. Risse, draughtsman 
in the office of the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings 
and Improvements, be temporarily transferred to the office of 
the Civil and Topographical Engineer, and that his salary be 
charged to the appropriation for surveying and laying out the 
north end of the island and the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wm-ds while so transferred. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 227.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board w,ould 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
ther~of, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, StebbinH, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Laborers for Monumellting. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer be authorized to employ two laborers whenever he 
l'equires their services, for the purpose of monumenting the 
streets and avenues, and that their pay be fixed at $1.75 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

A. K. Merrill, Messenger. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that A. K. Merrill, mes-, 
senger, be removed from the employment of the Department, 
from and after October 1st, 1876, and that Michael Hogan be 
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appointed messenger from that date, in his place, at the same 

rate of pay-namely, $2.50 per day. 
(Minutes, Aug. 16, 1876, p. 252.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majori"ty of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, 0' Donohue, W etmore-~. 
No.-Commissioner Ste b bins-l. 

Frank Schell, Laborer. 

David O'Keef, Laborer. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Frank Schell and 
David O'Keef, laborers, the first of whom has been suspended, 
and the second absent from work, be restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet
more-4. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

Commissioner WETMORE called up the 'subject of the ap

pointment of a Superintendent of Bridges over Harlem river, 
laid over from the last meeting, and offered the following 
resolution: 

Re.solved, That a Superintendent be appointed who shall 
have the general oversight of the care and m(Lnagement of the 
bridges over Harlem river and Spuyten Duyvil creek; that he be 
designated" Superintendent of Bridges over Harlem River;" 
t,hat his salary be fixed at $2,500 per annum, and that Mr. 
Henry Bertholf be appointed such Superintendent. 

(Minutes, September 20, 1876. p. 300.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Wetmore-l. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 0'Donohue-3. 
Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that it be referred to 

the President to report whether it is advisable to appoint a 
care-taker of any or all the bridges over the Ha.rlem river. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the next regular meeting be held 
at 9 o'clock A. M. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner Stebbins left the meeting at this point. 

Wm. Leslie. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that W m. Leslie be 
appointed a skilled laborer, and his pay fixed at $2.25 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follo~s : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 11 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA¥, OCTOBER 4th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'ax.oC:S: A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" . O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business was sus
pended, and Mr. J. L. Mott and Mr. B. G. Arnold' were re
ceived and heard on the subject of the construction of the 
bridge over Harlem River at 139th Street. 

(Minutes. September 20, 1876, p. 292.) 

Before reading the minutes, and at the hour of half-past 
nine o'clock A. M., the Comptroller of the city entered, and tne 
meeting being opened to the pnblic, the President of the De
partment, in the presence of the Comptroller and of such of 
the parties making proposals as desired to be present, opened 
the estimate box, and then and there publicly opened and read 
all estimates which had been received for the following con
tracts, in pursuance of advertisements duty published in the 
CITY RECORD \and corporation newspapers, viz. : 

I.-The improveme'nt and construction of Riverside Avenue, 
between 7:2ild Street and 130th Street, in. the city of New 
York. 

(Minates, August 4th, 1876. p. 223.) 
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H.-Carpenters' work of the Museum of Art. 

HI.-Plasterers' work of the Museum of Art. 

IV.-Plumbers and Gas Fitters' work of the Museum of Art. 

V.-Heating and ventilating work of the Museum of Art. 

VI.-Elevator work of the Museum of Art. 
(Minutes, August 4.th, 1876, p. 218.) 

BIDDERS. 

--------------·--------------·--------·1-------1---·---------
1 L. W. Johnson and John G. Smith.. . . . . ... $ 33 $1 25i . $ 01 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

W m. Harrison and Son .•• " ............. . 

Michael Noonan •........................ 

Nicholas H. Decker and Geo. W. QUintard"1 

Richard A. Cunmngham .................. . 

John D. Crimmins and Abraham Dowdney .1 
Matthew Baird ......................... . 

John Mullins ........................... . 

Jas. Everard and J. H. Sullivan ... 

10 .W. E.Warren,C. J. Ryan,andJ. B. McDonald 

11 Wm. C. Hunt and Thomas F. Conklin ....•• 

12 Mills and Ambrose ...................... . 

13 C. P. Dixon and D. N. Stanton ........... . 

14 Ja8. N. Smith and J. D. Ripley ........... . 

16 J38. Slattery ........................... . 

16 Francis McCabe .•..•.••.•••.••••.•.••••• 

1'1 John E. Gowen and ThoR. P. Simpson ••.... 

16 

50 

30 

39 

40 

1)0 

23 

37t 

25 

24 

65 

30 

27 

68 

38 

22 

1 00 

71) 

1 21) 

2 01) 

1 00 

1 1)0 

50 

99 

1 35 

90 

1 30 

1 00 

1 31) 

1 51 

1 15 

1 10 

27 

01 

01) 

01 

01 

40 

35 

.001 

05 

01 

4 00 

28 

25 

01 

02 

40 
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It. 

The following proposals were received /qr the carpenters' work 
of the Museum oj .Art: 

1. Joh. Kerby .•••.•...•.•........•..•..•.•••••.•.••••...••• 

2. Edward Gridley .•...•..•...........•.•.•...••.... ' ....•... 

8. Patrick E. Reed ....•..•..•......... ' ............•••••.•... 

~ 

13'1,86000 

32,110000 

82,'14900 

4. J. V. Donvan .......................................... ,. 85,'103 00 

II. Holmes Brothers ....................................... .. 

6. Gib1:l & O'Reilly ....••............•...•...•.......•.......• 

'1. Josepb O. Brady. • . .. . • .. . . .. • • .. . • .. . . .. . • ... . •• • ...... . 

8. Steel & Oostigan ............................... . 

III.' 

30,20000 

34,00000 

28,800 00 

42,30000 

The following proposals were received lor the Plasterers' work 
of the Museum of .Art : 

1. William Brennan. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. ......................... $15,180 00 

I. John Mahoney. • . .. •••.. . .... :.......................... 21,300 00 

. 8. Thomas Beruiett................ ......................... 16,25000 

4. Thomas Lennon .... " '" ......... : .. .. ... .............. 1 '7,248 00 

Ii. John McChristie and William J. MoHan, •.... ", •...•....... 22,449 00 

IV. 

The following proposals were ,-ecived lor the plumbers and gas 
jitters' work of the Museum of .Art.: 

1. Patrick iI. Lydon ..........•..•..... : .......•• 

2. Halpin & Brother ••.......•.. : ....................•••.••. 
8. P. McDermott ......................................... ' ••. 

.. Robert Ennever '" Son •••••. : ............. , ',;" .......... . 

$4,495 00 

2,8'7500 

3,80000 

3,3'7'100 
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v . 
. ThejoUowing proposals were J'eceivedjor the heating and ventil

ating work of the Museum of Art: 
1. Baker, Smith & Co. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .. ... . ... . . .. .. . . .. . $11,822 00 

2. Gillis & Geoghegan....................................... 14,492 00 

8. Bartlett, Robbins & Co. . .... .. . .. .... ...... .............. 13,600 00 

4. The Angell & Blake Manufacturing Co....... .•.•.. . . ...• •.. 11,859 00 

VI . 

. ' The jollow-ing p1'oposals were received j01' the elevator work of 
the Mtlseum 0/ ATt : 
1. C. E. Copeland &: Earl C. Bacon............................ $4,470 00 

2. Otis Brothers & Co ...................... , '" ........... " 5,500 00 

The Comptroller of the cit:)' then retired, and the order of 
business was resumed. 

Minutes. ' 

The minutes of the previous meeting of September 20th, 1876, 
were then read, when 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved to strike out the following 
words on the first page of said minutes, viz., "on the ground 
" that the amendment proposed does not correctly state the 
"facts," for the reason that said proposed amendment does state 

the facts as they took place. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a. 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Coplluissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

The minutes of the 20th inst., were then approved as read. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 27th September, 
1876, were read and approved. 

/ 
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~, fol1owing oommunieatiou _1"8 then ~~Ii 8ld 
read~: 

City Parks. 

From the Landscape Architect upon the condition of the 
trees on the. city parks, and recommending that a number. bf. 
new trees be planted on the said parks. 

Referred to the PRESIDENT to report as to what fund the cosf;.. 

of planting said new trees should be aharged. 

Cottages on the Parkl 

From the Superintendent of parks, rep<>riing upon:. tM con:
dition of. the cottages on the parks. 

(Minutes, September 27, 1876, p. 310.) 

Filed. 

Jacob Weinnig, Park Keeper. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting upon· the physical con
dition of Pari Keeper Jacob Weinnig, and stating that it is 
extremely doubtful whether he will again be able for active 
duty. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved tha.t said oomBlunicationM 
referred to Commissioner STEBBINS to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Abbey Noonan, Ladies' Maid. 

From Mrs, Abbey Noonan, Ladies' Maid in: ohuge of ta. 
cottage on the Battery Park, asking to be allowed pay from 
Apri't 20th to May 27th, 1876, during which time she '\\'as given: 
a v'acation and received no pay, on account of the removal of 
the cottage. 

Commissioner O'DoNORU& moved that.:Mm. Abbey Noonan,..· 
Ladi~' Maid, be allowed. lull pay from April 20th to May 27th, 
181'6~ gs requested in said communication. 
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The PREsIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: . 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval; 

Anderson, Pierce &; Co., paints and 

acid ................ : .......... City Parks Impt . 

. Fund. ......... $7 47 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP....... 1 25 

Ackerman, Wm. G. & Co., timber ...... Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Architectural Iron Works, angle iron ... Mus. Natural. His· 

tory ......... . 

Byrne, Jas. E., oats, corn, &c ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ............ Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

Colwell Lead Co., solder •••••..••...•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Crombie, Thos. J.,lumber .•••....••••• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•..• 

Curnen, Lawrence, sand .••••••..•.. , . City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

DeGrauw, Aymer &; Co., blocks ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Dodworth'. Band, music ••••....••••• Music Central Park. 

8 72 

98 51 

156 00 

187 19 

60 ~O 

750 

869 90 

82 80 

44 46 

27500 
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Graffulla, C. S., music ...•..•..•. Music Central Park. 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., 

. rent of line .................... Maint. and Govt. 

. P. and P ........ 

'City Parks Imp. 

Fund .......... . 

Gunther, Herman A., pavement ... PavementCityHaU 

Park ......... .. 
Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, August.Harlem R. B., Reps. 

Impt. & M ...... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-pipe .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Harmer Hays & Co., whip and 

ticking ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Holbrook, E. F. & ·Bro, glass. " •• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Kreischer, B. & Son., fire brick and 

clay ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ..... .. 
Keuffel & Esser, drawing mater-

ials ........................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 
Lester Oil Co., lubricating oil.. .... City Park Impt. 

Fund ....... _ .. 

Harlem R. B. Reps. 

r 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, 

Impt. andM ..• 

Maint. and Govmt

P. and P ...... 

August ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ... , ••• 
Mahony, J6hn, plastering ......... Mus. Natural His-

tory ......... . 
Mahony. Michael, blue stone ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••... · ••. 

," 

*2'111 00 _ 

$111 62 

46 88 

62110 

6,169 911 

$60 00 

174 00 
284 00 

20 00 

II 211 

9 68 

12 211 

29 76 

$1 80 

18 00 

64 311 
84 111 

649 00 

11,00000 

689 72 
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:liIartin, J. M. C. & Sons, feather 

dusters •• ' ••...••••.••.•••• " ..• Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... .. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, 

Augu~t ........................ Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, frames, 

grates, etc' ..................... Maint. and Govrut. 

P.·and P ••..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •........ 

Murphy, S. O. A. & Co., chamois •• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... 

Murphy til; Nesbit, brick ...•.•.... Museum Natural 

History ..... .. 
City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ , 

Mulcahy ell Hopkins, iron ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

N. Y. Gas.light Co., gas, August ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Peter Cooper's Glue Factory, bone 

dust ................... -...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Ryder, Jessll,gravel.. ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ , 

.;Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ...... . 

Slattery, James, building stone and 

sand .......................... City Parks Impt, 

Fund ........ . 
Watson Mfg. Co., iron and MatIs .. Museum Natural 

History ......• 

Watrous til; Willson, lumber ..•.... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, hard-

ware, etc ..•••..••..•......... Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. and P ..... ,. 

[ Wedneaday, 

$24 93 

29500 

$'750 

151 34 

158 84 I-

3 50 

$16 15 

111 35 

---- 12'7 50 

16 88 

626 00 

32 9'7 

$833 06 

856 48 

---- 1,689 1i4 

665 90 

4,000 00 

88 13 

2008 

• 



\ 

October 4, 1876.] 323 

Wetmore &; Co., iron ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $3 42 

Wheatly,·R. R., hay, oats, etc ..... Maint. 23d '" 24th 

Wards ........ . 37 86 

$2:1,083 34 
----------

REOAPITU LATION. 

Mainten!J,nce and Government of Parks and Places. . . . . .. $2,~12 95 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........ ,. . . .. . .. ....... 3,118 92 

Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. . . .. 131 37' 

Museum Natural History .......................... _... 9,172 15 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and main· 

tenance ..........•.......................•.•.•.••.. 138 00 

Music-Central Park ....... " .•...• " . . . . . . .. . . •• . • . . 550 00 

Pavement-City Hall Park ............................. 6,159 95 

----$22,083 34 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-two thousand and eighty. 

three dollars and thirty-foul' cents. 

(Signed) JOSEP:!! J. C)'DONOHUE, t Auditing 
H. G. STBIIBINS, f Oommittee. 

New York, October 4, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Wm. Irwin, incidental expenses .•..••.• City Parks Imp. 

Fund ......... .. $52 1i8 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 39 88 

$92 46 

= 

~.,~ .• -.... , 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenanc~ and Government of Parks and Places .. _ ...• 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

$39 88 

52 58 

$9246 

'Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ninety-two dollars and forty-six 

cents. 

New York, October 4,1876. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

II. G. STEBBINS, 

Auditing Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
directed to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in accot ... t with 

18'75. 

August 16. 

Aug.I6 } 
to 

Oct 4. 

Josep7t J. O'Don07tue, Treasur,r. 

CR. 

By balance .............•.. , . • . . . . . . .. . •. $2,592 91 

" ca.h received for rent~, licenses, permits, 
and sheep ...• " . . . . • . • . . .. ••..... .••• 2,560 52 

-- $5,15348 
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1876. DR. 

Aug. 16 t ' 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ......•.•••... $2,791 1'1 

Oct. 4. 

Oct. 4. " balance. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .• . . •• . . ... . . • . . . .. 2,362 26 

-- $6,15343 

1876. DR. 

Oct. 4. To Cash in Bank of Metropolis ......•.•..••.•• $1,709 26 

drawer •....•..•.•.••..••..•••.•.• 663 00 

2,362 26 

(Signed,) JOSEPH J. DONOHUR, 

Wednesday, Oct. 4, 1876, 

9.30 A. M. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report presented at the last 
meeting by the Landscape Architect, on the subject of the im
provements ou Tompkins Square, be taken up and con
sider.;;d. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 308.) 

Adopted. 

The Landscape Architect then rea,d said report, and pre~ 
sented' a " study of plan for improvement of the southwest tri
angle of Tompkins Square," together with specifications for the 
work, the cost of which he estimated at $6,500. 

Commis~ioner WETMORE moved that the plan and specifi
cations for the improvement of the southwest triangle of Tomp
kins Square, be adopted; thut it be referred to the President 
to ascertain whether there is legal authority to execute said 
work by days' work; and that, in the event there is such au
thority, said work be so executed. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Joseph Bal'tist, Michael Fagan. 

Stebbins, O'D.onohue, 

The PRESIDENT moved that Joseph Bartist and Michael 
Fagan, laborers, who have been dropped from the pay-roll, be 
restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majot'ity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

A. M. Whittemore. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. A. lVI. Whittemore, mess en-
gel', had resigned on the 30th ult., and he moved that his resig

nation be accepted. 
/ 

Adopted. 

Park-ke~pcrs for East River Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the limited number of the police 
force of the Department rendered it difficult to assign any 
park-keepers to East River Park. That it was necessary 
to have at lea~t two park-keepers on duty at said park, and 
that the lessee in said park had offered himself and one of the 
men in his employment, viz., Frederick Volle,. to act as park
keepers in said park, if they were appointed park-keepers by 
this Department. 

J 



October 4, 1867.] 327 

He then moved that Jacob Seabold, Jr., and FrederickVoI1e 
be appointed special park-keepers on their signing an agree
ment to serve without pay from, or claim against, the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commonalty of the city, or the Commissioners 
of this Depa1\tment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the B~ard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commi~sioner Stebbins-I. 

Central Bridge. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that Daniel Daly be ap
pointed caretaker of Central Bridge over Harlem River, at a 
salary of $1,250 per annum. That it shall be his duty to keep 
said bridge clean, and to open and close the draw when neces
sary. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved to amend said motion by 
substituting the .name of Henry Bertholf for that of Daniel 
Daly. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, moved by Commissioner Wet
more, and it was determined in t~e negative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol
lows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
Noes- Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said original motion, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2 . 

• 
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Samuel E. Warren. 

The PRESIDENT stated that there were no construction maps 

of the city parks in the Department, and that on the 21st of 

August last he had employed Mr. Samuel E. Warren, draughts
man, to make a complete set of thf)m. That Mr. Warren has 
since been regularly engaged upon them. He then moved 

that Mr. Samuel E. Warren be appointed a draughtsman in 

the office of the Superintending Engineer, at a salary of $100 

per month, which shall be charged to the "City Parks' Im
provement Fund," and that hia appointment take effect from 
August 21st, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT put the questi0n whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No.-Commissioner Stebbins--l. 

Screened Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it was necessary to have proper 
and suitable screened gravel and broken stone for the care and 

maintenance of the roads and walks of the Parks, and for the 

streets, roads aud avenues of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards. That, as the Comptroller had not as yet 
approved of the sureties of the contractors to whom the De
partment awarded the contracts for the delivery of gravel, he 

had obtained an offer from Messrs. John Slattery, Jesse Ryder 

and John A. Bonker, to deliver Road Hook gravel as required 
by the Department, and he moved that the Treasurer be 
authorized to purchase from Messrs. Slattery, Ryder or Bouker 

screened gravel and broken stone, to be delivered as required 
on the parks, at a price not e.xceeding $2 per cubic yard, and 

in quantities not exeeeding in value $1,000. 
(Minutes, June 28 and July 19, 1876, p. 155 and 180.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determin'ed in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Boa!d voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at eleven 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Saturday, the 7th inst., at nine o'clock 
AM. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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SAT"u~DAI', O(jTOBER ,7th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'OLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
WETMORE. 

t-. On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 4th in st. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

L. D. V. Mason, Supt. 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. L. D. V. Mason, Superintendent of the 23d and 
24th Wards, tendering the resignation of his position, to take 
effect on the 10th inst. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Mason's resignation be ac- . 
cepte.d, to take effect on the 10th October, 1876. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876, p. 142.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Museum of Art. 

From ¥e~B. Vaux and Radford, architects, stating that 
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they had .examined the specification attached to the bid of 
Messrs. Copeland & Bacon, for the elevator work of the 
Museum of Art, and th~t they cannot find any p'ractical differ
ence between it and the specifications drawn by them, which 
are the specifications contained in the contract for.the work. 

(Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 318.) 

Filed. 

Riverside .Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the two lowest bids for the im
provement and construction of Riverside Avenue were those of 
Messrs. Harrison & Son (No.2), and Messrs. Hunt & Conklin 
(No. 11), but that the proposals of both were irregular and in
formal, and he recommended that the contract be awarded to 
Messrs. Decker & Quintard, the third lowest bid. 

(Minutes, October 4, 1876. p. 316.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the question of the right 
of the Department to reject the bids of Messrs. Harrison & Son 
and Messrs Hunt & Conkliu, on account of the irregularities 
and informalities in their proposals, be referred to the Counsel 
to the Corporation, for his opiuion. 

Adopted. 

Museum of .Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the proposal (No.7) of Mr. Joseph C. Brady, 

for the carpenter work of the Museum of Art, be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Joseph C. 
Brady, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to 
execute sam e for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tivA, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
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The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Mr. William Brennan, 

for the plastering work on the Museum o{ Art, be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said William 
Brennan, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to execute same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was "determined in the a.f
firma.tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

The PRESIDENT offered" the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. Halpin & 

Brother for the plumbing and gas-fitting work of the Museum 
of Art, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be • 
aw~rded to said Halpin and Brothel', and that the President 
be, and hereby is, au~horized to execute same fol' and on behalf 
of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Boal'd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.4) of The 

Manufacturing Co., for the heating and VtH.l~H''''.LLl1'i 
Museum of Art be accepted as the 

.. 

tract be awarded to said Angell and Blake 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Messrs. Copeland arid 

Bacon for the elevator work of the Museum of Art be accepted 
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as the lowest bid; that the contract be awarded to said Cope
land and Bacon, and that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to execut.e same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was detenpined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
(Minutes, October 4, 1876, p. 315.) 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Watson Manufacturing Co. 
the contractors for the iron work of the Museum of Art, ha-d 
failed to proceed with the work, and that the building would be 
damaged by. the weather if the work was not completed soon. 

Commissioner STEBBINS thereupon offered the following 
preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, The Watson Manufacturing Company, contractors 
for the iron-work at the Museum of Art, under a contract with 
this Department, dated August 11th, 1874, have failed to comply 
with the terms of said contract by completing the said work 
as therein specified, and have made default thereon; and 

Whereas, The public interests are suffering by reason of the 
delay cOllsequent upon said default: 

Resolved, That the terms of said contract be rigidly enforced, 
that time be made of the essence of the contract, and the 
said contract be, and hereby is, declared forfeited; that .the 
forfeiture of $100 per day be demanded, and the Superinten
dent be directed to proceed forthwith and provide the neces
sary materials and workmen and carry torward said work, and 
that the charge thereof be deducted from any money now due, 
or that may hereafter become due, under this agreement. 

Resolved, That a copy of these preambles and resolutions 
be served by mail npon said contractors and their sureties, as 
notice of the action of the Department in the premises. 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board would 
!\gree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 



October 7, 1876.] 335 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Monday, the 9th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM.lRwm, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 9th, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
O'DONOHUE, 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meetings of the 4th and 7th insts. was dispensed 

with. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHuE, chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Anderson, Pierce & 00., paint and tur-
pentine_ ...................... Oity Parks Imp. F. 

Oolwell Lead 00., lend pipe .......... , . City Parks Imp. F. 

Coffin, Paul C. & 00., brooms and rasps .. Maint. and Govt. 
P. & P ........ . 

Harlem R. n. 
Rep. Imp. and M. 

City Parks Imp. 

F ......... ·.··· 

$31 25 

260 

16 20 

$69 60 

33 00 

4995 
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Cooper, Hewett & Co., wire ••.•••...... City Parks Imp. F. 

Croes, J. James R., incidental expenses .. Surveying, Lay

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Devlin, John B., PaTing ....••.•...••.. Paving 3d avenue 
from Westchester 

ave. to ~orthern 

boundary, 23d 

Ward ........ .. 

Dodworth's Band, music ............... Music-Central P. 

Dugan, Francis, repairs to cottage ...... Maint. & Govt. P. 

& P .......... . 
Early & Lane, brooms and. mop~ ....... Maint. & Govt. P. 

& P .......... . 

Falkenaw, Louis, services ......•...•.. Paving 3d avenue 

from 1Vestchester 

ave. to ~orthern 

boundary, 23d 

Ward ......... . 

F~seher, W. L., car fares .............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P oo ...... 

City Farks Impt. 

F ............ .. 

Graffulla, C. S., music .... , ........... Music Ceutral Park 

Gordon, Robert, acting treas., expenses 

Museum of Art ....•••.. " •...•. Maint. and Govm't 

P. aud P •••.... 

Hazard Powder Co., powder .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Harlem Gaslight Co., meter. gas, Sept.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Horgan, Cornelius, meat, Sept ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... . 

Keuft'el & Esser, drawing malts.... . .. Surveying, Lay.ing

out, &0., 23d and 

Wards ........ 

King, Joseph, keep of horse ........... Surveying, Laying-

out, &c., 23d and 

Wards ........ " 

[Monday. 

$4 65 

13 96 

$21 2'7 

4040 

15,1584 82 

190 00 

39 00 

27 22 

232 50 

18 61 

260 00 

740 30 

, 
'7875 

30 152 

234 00 

8'7 52 

so 00 
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Manhattan Gaslight Co., gas, Sept ...•. Maint. and Govm't 
P. and P ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas;ight Co., gas, Sept ... Maint. and Govm't 
P. and P .•••..• 

N. Y. Mutual Gaslight Co., gas, Sept ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ......• 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement ..••...•..... Museum of Art ... 

Yalenthle ell; Briggs, rent of office ...... Maint. "23d and 
24th Wards .... 

Watrous ell; Willson, timber, ell;r ..... , •• City Parks Impt. 

Fund' •.•......• 

Ward, John F., services ......... , .... Harlem R. B. Rep. 
Impt.and M .... 

Week, D. C. ell; Son, services .••..•.... Mus. Nat. History. 

Westbrook, David Y., horse ...•..•... Maint. and Govm't . 
P. and P ...•... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. .... .. $1,470 4' 
City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ 336 77 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards... .............. . 40 00 

Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and maint. . . 92 110 

Music-Central Park. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .... . . .. . . .. . . • 450 00 

Musenm Natural History........ ...................... 4'0 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards... ....... 157 92 

Mnseum of Art.. . .. .. . . .. .... . ... .. .. .. ... . . .. .. .. .. • 93 711 

Paving 3d Av. from Westchester Av. to northern boundary 

23d Ward ...................................... · 11,817 32. 

$1I1S 00 

114 211 

4 211 

93 711 

40 00 

103 99 

90 00 

«000 

250 00 

88,898 '10 

$8,898 'iO 

Amollnting in the aggregate to the eum of eighty eight hundred and ninety

eight dollars and seventy cents. 

(Signed) 

~ew York, October 9th, 1~70. 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, }.A uditing , 
H. G. STEBBfNS, C'fmm., 

I 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases; and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue and 
Wetmore~4. 

Joseph Keller. 

The PRESIDENT presented the affidavits of J~mes McCrea, 
Cornelius Sanford, Thomas McCa~n and James McNally, 
employes of the Department, to the effect, that Joseph Keller, 
a laborer employed on Central Bridge, had stolen a quantity 
of lumber purchased by the Department for the repairs of 
the bridge, and he reported that he had discharged said Joseph 
Keller. 

Cummissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the action of the 
President be approved, and that said affidavits be filed. 

Adopted. 

Edward P. North. 

The PRESIDEN'£ moved that Mr. Edward P. North be ap
pointed until December 1st, 1876, Superintendent of the 23d 
and 24th Wards ; that his appointment commence on the lOth 
inst., and that his compensation be fixed at the rate of $2,500 
per annum. 

(Minutes, October '1, 18'16, p. 331.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said motion and the 
subject of the appointment of a Superintendent for the 23d 
and 24th Wards be laid on tne table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, moved by Commissioner Stebbins, and 
it was determined ip tho negative, a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said motion, moved by the PRESIDENT, and it 
was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem-:
bers voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue and 
Wetmore-4. 

Jerome Avenue, Twenty-fourth Ward. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Sdperintendent of the Twenty- \. 
third and Twenty-fourth Wards required the immediate use of 
four additional teams for the purpose of wat~ring Jerome A v· 
enue during the three days of Jerome Park races this week, 
and he moved that the Superintendent of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards be authorized to employ four addi-
tional teams during said three days. , 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wet~ 
more-4. 

Laborers for 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it would be necessary to employ 
for a short period an additional number of laborers in the 23d 
and 24th Wards, to place the roads in a better condition before 
the winter sets in, and he moved that forty laborers be ap~ 
pointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissions Martin, O'Donohne, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT reported that there is legal authority to enable 
the work on the southwest corner of Tompkins Square to be 
executed by day's work, aud he moved that thirty stone masons 

and twenty laborers be appointed for that purpose. 
()finutes, October 4, 1876, p. 325.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had caused search to be 
made in the Connty Clerk's office for the name of the notary 
(John Williams) who purported to have taken the affidavits of 
"'Harrison & Son," and their sureties on their proposal for the 
improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue, but that 

no such notary appears in the records of the County Clerk's 
office. That the notary (Adam Hens) by whom the affidavits 
verifying the proposal of "Hunt & Conklin," and the affidavits 
of the sureties on said proposal purported to have been taken, 
had made an affidavit that his signatures to said affidavits are 
forgeries, and that he never s!tw the persons who purported to 
make said affidavits. That the residence given by said" Hunt 
& Conklin" is a Blind Asylum, ann. that no such persons re
side there or have an office there. That none of the sureties 
on said proposals can be found alt~ough diligent search has 

/ 
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been made for them. That an affidavit of these facts has been 
made by the Assistant. Secretary. That said affidavits have 
been submitted to the Counsel to the Corporation, who has 
verbally stated that the said proposals of "Harrison & Son .. 
and "Hunt & Conklin" should be rejected as nullities and the 
contract awarded to the next lowest bidder, but that the Coun
sel.to the Corporation would be unable to send his written 
opinion on the subject for a day or two. 

He then moved that said proposals (Nos. 2 and 11), purport
ing to be made by persons named Harrison & Son and Hunt 
& Conklin, be rejected. 

(Minutes, Oct. 7, 1876, p. 332.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu-
tion: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.4) of Nicholas H. Decker 
and George W. Quintard, for the improvement and con
struction of Riverside Avenue, between 72d Street and 
130th Street, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the con-

t:t:act be awarded to said Nicholas H. Decker and George W. 
Quintard, and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to execute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirI)la
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbi.ns, O'Donohue, 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourn\ild at 10.15 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 11th inst., at 9 o'clo<:k 
A.M. 

WM.lRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, O(JTOBER lIth, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9 O'CLOCK' A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President .. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
transacting any business, to meet on Wednesday, the 18th i~st., 
at 9 o'clock, A. M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, O(jTOBER 18th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, P~esident. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS, 
. O'DONOHUE, 

WETMORE. 

Bridges over Harlem River. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the order of business was sus
pended, and Messrs. S. E. Lyon, J. J. Crane and C. D. Dickey 
were received, and heard on the subject of the construction of 
the bridge over Harlem River at 139th Street. 

(Minutes O~. 4, 1876, p. 315.) 

Messrs. Lyon, Crane and Dickey then retired, and the order 
of business was resumed. 

Mihutes. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th, 9th a.ud 
11th instants, werb read and approved. 

The following oommunications were then presented and 
read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From the c}el'k of the Common Council forwardIng a copy 
of the following resolution : 

WherelU, The Board of Aldermen did, on the 22d July last, adopt a resolution 
for completing the work necessary for the improvement of Tompkins square, in 
the words followi~, viz. : 

" IJ6Solved, That It be, and is hereby, ordered and directed that the Department 
of Public Parks forthwith proceed to have all the work neqessary to complete 
Tompkins square according to the plans on file in said Department, not embraced 
in the contract for grading and regulating said square, made with Stephen 
Roberts, to be completed as speedily as possible, and for that purpose authority 
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is hereby given to said Department to prosecute said work by day's labor, and 
they are hereby directed to so prosecute the same. The authority hereby given 
shall continue only until the first day of September next." . 

.And Whereas, For diverse reasons the work, as authorized herein was not 
commenced until on or about the 15th day of August, so that sufficient time does 
not remain to complete the said work on the first day of September, 1876; there
fore, 

Re8olved, That the date for the completion of the work authorized in said reso
lution, and specified in the last clause thereof, be extended until the 20th day of 
October, inclusive. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, October Ii, 1876. 
Approved by the Mayor, October 12, 1876. 

:f!'iled. 

Statement of Expenditures. 

From the Clerk of the Board of Aldermen forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution: 

Whel'eas, A resolution passed by this. Board July 20, calling upon the Depart
ment of Public Parks for a detailed statement of the expcnditures of that Depart
ment, the request having as yet not been complied with; therefore 

Re/wived, That the DeFartment of Public Parks are herehy again respectfully 
requested to furnish the desired information at the next meeting of the Board. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, October 5th. 1876. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which, after review
ing the facts connected with the proposals of William Harri
son & Son, and Hunt & Conkling, for the improvement and 
construction of Riverside Avenue; he states as follows: 

"The bids in question are, tlJ ere£ore, undoubtedly sham, 
"fraudulent and wholly irregular, and it is the right and duty 
" of the Department of Public Parks to treat the same as nul
"lities, and reject them, and award the contract to the next 
" higher bonafide bidder whose propo~al is made in due form." 

(Minutes, October 9th, 1876. 342.) 

Filed. 

Washington Square Roadway. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that he is un

able to suggest any means whereby money applicable to the 
work of repairing the roadway through Washington Square, 
can be provided. 

(Minutes, August 9th, 1876, p. 237.) 

Filed. 

/ 



.. 
October IS, 1876.] 349 

City Parks Improvement Fund . 

. From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment notifying this Department that the Comptroller has 
been authorized to issue City Parks Improvement Fund Stock 

/ . to the amount of $25,000. 
(Minutes, September 20th, 1876, p. 293.) 

Filed. 

154th Street, Third Ave. 

From the Health· Department, complaining of the condition 
of 154th Street, west of Elton Avenue and of Third Avenue, 
between 13Sth Street and Westchester Avenue. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
'for his report. 

C. R. Schott, E. B. Van Winkle. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
Mr. C.R. Schott, Division Engineer, is ill, and requesting that 
Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer and Surveyor of street open
ings, &c., be temporarily transferred to ~is office to assist him, 
when his services are not otherwise needed. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had detailed Mr. Van Winkle 
to assist the Civil and Topographical Engineer, 'as requested in 
his communication, and moved that his action be approved, 
and that Mr. Van Winkle's sal:ry, for such time as he may be 
employed in the office of the Civil and Topographical Engineer, 
be charged to the appropriation for "Surveying, Laying-out, 
MODumenting, &c., north end of the island and 23d and 24th 
Wards." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 
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Teams for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 2fld and 24th Wards stating 
that it had been found necessary to employ six extra teams to 
water Jerome Avenue during the late Jerome Park races, in 
place of four, as had been authorized. " 

(Minutes, October 9th, 1876, p. 341.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had instructed the Superintend
ent of the 23d and 24th Wards to employ the extra two teams 
during said race days, and moved that his aation be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
amajorityof all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 
Aye8.~00mmissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 
Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Museum of Art. • 
From Mr. Joseph O. Brady, the contractor for the carpenter's 

work of the Museum ~ Art, requesting that Mr. Bernard Reilly 
and Mr. Oharles WeIde be substituted in place of Mr. Terrence 
McGuire and Mr. Philip Smith, the sureties named in his pro
posal. 

(Minutes, Oct. 7th, 1876, p. 332.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
III 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Pub
lic Parks of the city of New York, hereby consent to the sub
stitution of Mr. Bernard Reilly, of No. 320 East 13th Street, 
and Mr. Oharles WeIde, of No. 371 East 123d Street, both of 
the city of New York, in place of Mr. Terrence McGuire and 
Mr. Philip Smith, as sureties for the faithful performance of 
the contract for the carpenter's work of the Museum of Art, 
heretofore awarded to Mr. Joseph O. Brady. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

/ 
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Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Museum of Art and Natural History. 

/ From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, requesting to be furnished 
with the cost of the work upon the foundations of the Museum 
of Art and Museum of Natural History, which was executed by 
the force in the employment of the Department. 

Referred to the President. 

Steam Launch on Centr81 Park. 

From Messrs. Maxim and Welch, asking per&.ission to place 
a steam launch on the Lake in the Oentral Park. 

Also from the Landscape Architet, recommending that the 
request be refused. 

The PRESIDENT moved that· the request be respectfully de
clined. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, contractors for the 
mason work of the Museum of Art, preseuting their bill for 
extra work on said building, amounting to $4,980.88. 

Referred to Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, for his report and ex
planation. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Watts Oooke, receiver of the Watson Manufac
turing 00., contractors for the iron work of t~e Museum of 
Art, in Teply to the resolution of the Board adopted on the 7th 
inst., with reference to the' non-prosecution of said work; and 
claiming that the contractors are not liable on account of the 
delay. 

(Minutes, Oct. 7, 18'16, p. 334.) 

Filed. 
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John O'Connell. 

From John O'Oonnell, applying for the position of Steam 
Engineer on the Third Avenue Bridge. 

Filed. 

Geo. W. Robinson . 

. From Mr. Fordham Morris, recommending Mr. Geo. W. 
Robinson for the position of Steam Engineer on the Third 
Avenue Bridge. 

(Minutes,September 27th, 1876, p. 306.) 

Filed. 

Fitz Greene Halleck Statue. 

From Gen. James Grant Wilson, on behalf of the Committee 
who propose to present the statue of Fitz Greene Halleck, re
questing that the site formerly occupied by the Morse Statue 
be designated for that of Fitz Greene Halleck. 

(Minutes, October 11th, 1873, p. 334.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Third Avenue. 

From the Engineer of Construction, stating that in several 
places on Third Avenue between Westchester Avenue and the 
northern boundary of the 23d' Ward, the pavement has been 
taken up for the purpose of laying wuter and gas pipes, but has 

not been properly replaced; and recommending that the De
partment of Public Works and the gas companies be required 
to have the work done in a proper manner. 

(Minutes, October 18th, 1876, p. 349.) 

Referred to the President with power. 

Third Avenue Bridge, approaches to. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, reporting that the ap
proaches to the Third Avenue Bridge over Harlem River for a 
length of about 8! feet on each side, in all about 53 square 
yards, are of wood pavement, which is much worn and needs 

/ 
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repairs, and recommending that it be replaced by stone pave
ment. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 23d 
and 24th Wards bfl directed to have the approach from the 23d 
Ward repaired as recommended by the Engineer of Construc
tion, and that the Department of Public Works be requested to 
have the approach on the west side of the river repaired in 
a similar manner. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit 1he same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. District Telegraph Co., rent of line 

and services .................. Maint. and Govt .. 

P. and P •••••• 

City Parka Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Coffin, Paul C. & Co., nails, locke, &c .... City Parks Impt. 
Fund ........ . 

Downer Kerosene Co., kerosene ..•••••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Mns. Natl. Hist .. . 

. Holbrook, E. F. & Bros., glass •...••••• Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... . 

Hotchkiss, Guy C. Field & Co., rims and 

tire iron ....................... Maint. and Gov't 

r. and.P ...... . 

$4 20 

12 62 

$16 82 

40 50 

$'18'1 

S '15 

11 62 

16 38 

11 27 
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Irwin, Wm., incidental expenses ........ Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint., etc., 23d 

& 24th Wards, 

etc ...... 

Johnson,J. 0., agent, flags and repairs .. Maint. and Gov't 

P.and P ...... . 

Mc:Nab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing malts. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

McCarty, John C., coal. .............. Maint. and Gov't 

P. andP ....... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 2!'!d and 

24th Wards .... 

MoWat, David &; Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Murphy, S. O. A. & Co., brimstolle ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....•.. 

Patent Water and Gas Pipe Co., pipe .... Maint, and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Reilly, Patrick, bread ............ , ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Reeves, Robt. C., grass sQed .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ........ . 

Wiebusch & Hilger,. Hardware Co. butts .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ••............... 
Museum Natural History ............................ . 
Surveying, Laying Out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ....... . 

[ Wednesday, 

$16 48 

30 24 

16 415 

$63 17 

180 50 

3 8.0 

$225 00 

25 00 

250 00 

8 72 

1 00 

37 50 

40 95 

611 40 

92 

----
$742 55 

$548 87 

148 48 

16 45 
3 75 

25 00 

--- $74255 
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Amounting in the aggregate to 

dollars and fifty-five cents. 

the sum. of seven hundred and forty-two 

(Signed) 

New York, October 18, 1876. 

Henry G. STEBBINS, 
JOSEPH J. O'DONOllUIC, 

t Auditing 
f Oommittee. 

The Auditing· Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the. same 
to the Board for approval : 

Cartwright, Wm., hickory nuts .....•.• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Sept .. : ... Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Sept ....... Harlem R. B. Reps. 

Imp. and M .•••• 

Maint. and Govm't. 

P.and P ....... 

Kings, Briggs &- Co., files ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund_ •........ 

Mahoney, John, labor .. -............... Mus. Nat. Hi~tory 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, SeptooMaint. and Govm't 

P. andP ..... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Septoo.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, Sept •••... ooMaint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Patton &- Gorum, saddle ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$3 .0 

60 00 

$60 00 

173 00 

--- 233 00 

12 28 

400 00 

1149 00 

295 00 

626 00 

15 00 

----
$2,193 78 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ ~1,661 50 

City Parks Improvement Fund.. . ..... ................ 12 28 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Maint .. . 

MJ1seum Natural History ....................... : ..... . 

120 00 

400 00 
---$2,198 78 
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Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-one hundred and 

ninety-three dollars and seventy-eight cents. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, t Auditing 
Henry G. STEBBINS, f Oommitte. 

New York, October 18th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the "Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was qetermined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore.-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
directed to be printed in the minntes : 

Department oj Public Parks, in account with 

1876. 

Oct. 4. 

Oct. 4 
to 

Oct. 18. 

Joseph J. (J Donohue, Treasurer. 

CR. 

By balance. . . .. . . .. • . .. . . .. . . ... • • •. . .. $2,362 26 

cash received for rents, licenses, sheep, 
&c.............................. 976 05 

--- $3,888 31 

DR. 

Oct. 4 } 
to To cash paid into the City Treasll1"y. . . . . .. $1,629 05 

Oct. 18. 

Oct. 18. " balance . . . . . . . .. • • .. • . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. 1,709 26 

--- $3,3R8 31 

DR. 

Oct. 18. To cash in the Bank of the Metropolis ..... $1,709 26 

Wednesday, October 18, 1876. 

9:80 A.M. 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUB, 

Treasurer. D. P. P. 

/ 
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Elton A venue. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported upon the condition of the 
work of regulating and grading Elton Avenue, between Third 
A venue and Brook A venue, under contract, let by the late 
Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania to James Hall 
a~d Michael O'Neill, and stated that since the discharge of 
Mr. E. C. Morrison, late engineer in charge of this and similar 
works, which were in progress on the 1st January, 1874, in the 
town of Morrisania, no engineer has been appointed to super
vise the works. That Messrs. Hall and O'Neill have made so 
little progress with the work, which, under the terms of the 
contract, should have been completed'in the month of SAptem
ber, 1874, it was evident that they did not intend to complete 
the work, and that, it was very detrimental to the public 
interest to kfJep the avenue in its present state so long. He 
then presented" a communication from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, 
Engineer and Surveyor of street openinget, &c., on the subject; 
and he l'ecommended, and moved the adoption of the following 
preambles and resolution: 

Whereas, James Hall and Michael O'Neill, the contractors 
for the regulating and grading of Elton Avenue, from Third 
Avenue or Boston road to Brook Avenue, in the late town of 
Morrisania, now the Twenty-third Ward of the city of New 
York, under a contract entered intb by them with the Board of 
Trustees of said late town, dated November, 1873, have failed 
to comply with the provisions of said contract, by which said 
.work waR to be completed on or before the expiration of ten 
months from the date of said contract; and, 

Whereas, It is the opinion of the Commissioners of the De
partment of Public Parks of the city of New York, who are the 
successors of the said Board of Trustees, that the said work is 
unnecessarily delayed; that the said contractors are wilfully 
violating the conditions and covenants of said contract; that 
the said wod is not being done or progressed according to the 
terms of said contract, and that said work is not fully com
pleted within the time named in said contract; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said contractors be, and are hereby, 
notified, in pursuance of the terms of said contract, to discon
tinue all work under said contract, and that the Commission-
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e1'S of this Department shall proceed to complete said work 
;:I.ccording to the terms of said contract, and in case the ex
pense of the same shall exceed the sum which would have 
been payable under said contract, if the same had been com
pleted by said contractors, shall charge such excess to the'said 
contractors, and their sureties. 

ResOlved, That a copy of the foregoing preambles and reso- "-
lution be served upon the said contractors and their sureties. 

(Minutes, August 9, 1876, p. 239.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

E. B. Van Winkle. 

Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resotved, That Eugar B. Van Winkle, Engineer, be, and 

hEl is hereby, appointed, in pursuance of sec. 7, Chap. 329, 
Laws of 1874, the Engineer in charge, to examine and inspect 
the work done upon improvements in the territory formerly 
constituting the town of MOJ;risania, in pursuance of proceed
ings authorized by the Board of Trustees of the town of Mor
risania, prior to the first day of January, 1874; and that he be 
allowed for such services the several rateR of pay fixed by the 
said Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania, and entered 
on pages 284 and 285 of the Minutes of said Board, for the 
year 1873. 

(Minutes, Nov. 24, 1874, p. 367, and June 14, 1876, p. 125.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins,' O'Donohue, 

\ Wetmore-4. 

By-Laws. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Executive Com-
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mittee, verbally reported, and recommended that the following. 
rules relative to the placing of Stames on Central Park, be 

incorporated in, and made part of, the By-Laws, and be known 
as Section 5, Article III, thereof, viz. : 

Before any engagement is made to place a staute, or allowa 
statue to be placed, on the Central Park, it shall be seen in a 
finished condition, or in the form of a finished model, and a 
judgment as' to its merits, as a work of art, shall have been re
quested of the respective Presidents of the American Academy 
of Design, the American Museum of Art, and the American In
stitute of Architects. 

The determination of a site for any statue shall be reserved 
until after its acceptance. 

On each side of the main walk of the Mall, on a line with 
the statue of Scott, now placed, a series of statues may be . 
ranged, commemorative of men and of events of far-reaching 
and permanent interest. At or near each of the gates of the 
Park, portrait or commemorative statues may also be placed, 
appropriate to the name of the gate. Portrait or memorial 
statues shall hereafter be placed nowhere else in the Central 
Pa.rk, except in close connection with the buildings of the 
American Museum of Natural History, and of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, and at the request of their respective Boards 
of Trustees. 

Statues or sculptured works designed to represent objects of 
beauty, or dramatic and poetic interest, may be placed at any 
points in .the P~rk where they shall not dominate a landscape, 
or, when seen in front, divide the view over an expanse, lawn 
or glade. 

A statue commemorative of any person shall not be placed 
in the Central Park, nor accepted with a condition that it shall 
be placed in the Central Park, until aftei' a period of at least 
five years from the death of the person represented. 

Statues to be placed on the Mall shall be of bronze, and of 
heroic size. Colossal statues shall not hereafter be placed on 
the Park. 

Plans and elevations for the pedestals of statues to be placed 
on the Park, shall be submitted to, and approved by, the De
partment. They shall be of granite, of simple outlines, and 
free from elaborate decorations. They shall not exceed in 
height above the surface of the ground one-half the height of 
the fiBUre to be placed upon them. They shall have no in
scription except one in front designating the subject commemo
rated and its period, and one in the rear recording the date of 
the presentation of the statue, and designating in the simplest 
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terms from whom it was received. The letters and figures re
quired to be used in the front shall not exceed 4 inches, and 
those in the rear 2 inches, in height. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4,1876, p.234.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that " 
the recommendation therein be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows :. 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 
Wetmore-4. 

Jacob Weinnig, Park Keeper. 

O'Donohue, 

Commissioner STEBBINS, to whom was referred the commu
nication of the Police Surgeon on the condition of the Park
keeper, Jacob Weinnig, verbally reported that said Park-keeper 
has been unfit for duty for the last three months, but that 
there is some slight improvement in his condition at present, 
and he recommended that it be referred to the President, with 
power to discharge him from the employment of the Depart
ment, if he be not able to resume duty on or before the first of 
next month. 

(Minutes, Augnst 4,1876, p. 319.) 

Commissioner.WETMORE moved that said report be received, 

and that the recommendation therein be adopted. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Park-keepers for East River Park. 

Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

The PRESIDENT presented the agreement of Mr. Jacob Sea .. 

/ 
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bold, Jr., and Mr. Frederick Vollel to serve as park-keepers 

without payor claim against the city or the Commissioners of 

this Department, and moved that it be filed. 

Adopted. 
(:'lIiuutes, October 4, 1876, p. 326.) 

• 
Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plans for an iron hridge over Harlem 
River from 13Uth Street on the west side, to 138th Street on 
the east side of said river, pre;;ented to the Board on the 20th 
September, 1876, be adopted; that the Engiueer of Construction 
be directed to prepare and present specificatioIl for the con
strnctioIl of said bridge, and that, when tIley are approved, the 
Secretary insert the necessar'y advertisements for proposals. 

(Jiinutes, October 18, 187(;, p. 347.) 

Commissioner STEBBI~S then offered the following two 

resolntions, as a substitute for the resolntion offered b'y the 

President: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
with General John Newton, the Engineer of the United 
States Government in charge of the surveys of the Harlem 
River, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the contem
plated bridge over Harlem River at 139th Street will, in his 
opinion, in any way interfere with the navigation of the stream, 
or conflict with his recommendations in relation to the same. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to confer with the 
Comptroller of the city, with a view to ascertain whether there 
are, in his opinion, any legal objections or difficulties in the 
way of obtaining the recessary fUlIds for the preparatory work 
on said contemplated bridge over the Harlem River at 139th 
Street, in case this Department should determine to proceed 
with the work. 

The PR1!.'SIDENT ther.eupoll stated that ihe views of General 

Newton on the engineering questions, had -been presented in 

his reports, and that beyond that he had no power over the 

subject. 

That the objections of the Comptroller to the construction 

of the bridge, had already been presented by him, and over .. 
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ruled by the Counsel to the Corporation; and that in an action 
for the recovery of the expenses on the preliminary surveys, 
and the judgment recovered thereon, against the city, it had 
been adjudged that the Oomptrolier's objections were unten
able. • 

(Minutes, January 6th, 1875, p. 431.) . 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute resolutions offered by Oommissioner 
Stebbins, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of 
all the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as 
follows; 

Aye-CommiHsioner Stebbins--l. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donolme, '\Vetmore-3. 
Tho PRESIDENT then put the que::;tion, whether the Board 

wou!d agree to said original resolution, and it was determine<l 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, O'Donohue, "\Yebnore-3. 
No.-Oommissioner Stebbins. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that there are three houses on River
side Avenue which, if moved from the avenue to the Park, 
would be of use to the Department, and that they can be 

moved at a small expense in comparison to their value. 
(Minutes, May 31st, 1876, 1'. 78.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of removing 
from RiveJ:side Avenue to the Park such houses as the Depart-. 
ment may require be referred to the President to repprt. 

Adopted. 

Lighting the Lamp. in the Parks, etc. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to pre

pare and, ins~ft th{l ~~~~ss£try aqv~:rti&l2melltS for proposals to 

/ 
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light all or any of the public lamps under the control of the 
Department, except the ornamental lamps at the north end of • 
Union square, from January 1st, 1877, to April 30th, 1877, 
both days included. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-CommisE.ioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Steam Engineer for Third Avenue Bridge 

" The PRESl1>ENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Dennis Fitzpatrick be, and hereby. is, ap· 

pointed Steam Engineer in charge of the steam engine on 
'fhird Avenue bridge, that his pay be fixed at the rate of 
$3 per day, and that this appointment take effect as soon as the ' 
engine is accepted from the contractors. . 

(Minutes, September 13, 1876, p. 283.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved to amend said resolution by 
substituting therein the name of George W. Robinson for that 
of Dennis Fitzpatrick. 

(Minutes, October 18, 1876, p. 352.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend, and it was determined in the 
negative, a majority of a.ll the members of the Board not vot~ 
ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, Wetmore-2. 
Noes.-Comtnissioners Martin, O'Donohue-2. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Boa.rd 

would agree to said original resolution, a.nd it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.AY8s.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4 

, 

\ 
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Screened Gravel and Broken Stones for 23d and 24th \Yards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Messrs. John Slattery, Jesse 

Ryder and John A. Bouker, had c,ffered to deliver such 
screened gravel and broken stones as the Department shall re

quire f01: 'rwenty-third and Twenty-fonrtll vYards, at the docks 
on the Harlem River or East River, for $1.50 per cubic yard, or 
to deliver it as required on the roads, &c., £01' $2.15 per cubic 

yard. That the Superintendent of the 23fl and 24 Wards 

reported it would cORt the Department more than 65c. per 
cubic yard to haul it from the docks, and he therefore recom

mended, and moved, that the l'reasurer be authorized to pur

chase from Messrs. Slattery, Ryder or Bonker, such screened 

gravel and broken stones as may be required for the roads, 
&c., in the Twenty-third and 'rwenty-fonrth Wards at a price 
not exceeding $2.15 per cubic yanl, delivered on the roads, &c., 
as required. 

(Minutes, Odober 4th, 1876, p. :l28.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board, would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affi.r
mative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 
Stebbins, 

Smith's nnd Plumber'~ bill for 23d and 24th W n1'(18. 

O'Donohue, 

The PRESIDENT presented the following bills which had been 
incurred by the late Superintendent ofthe 23d and 24th Wards 

without first having obtained a Treasurer's order, viz. : 

B. H. Lawrence, Blacksmithing ............. $63 38 
G. S. Shepperd, plumbing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 50 

And he moved that they be referred to the Auditing Com

mittee for examination and audit. 

Adopted. 



/ 

Ocf,ober is, 1876.j 365 

Layfayette Statue. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following bills for music on the 
occasion of the inauguration of the Lafayette Statue, namely: 

F. Wannemacher ........ ,. . . . .. $186 00 
N. Jenks............. ...... .... 70 00 
M. K. Maximilian ...... '. . . . . . . . . 21 00 

$277 00 
And he moved that they be approved, and payment author

ized, when a transfer is made to meet them by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment. 

(Minute:., .) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the' Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Wednesday, the 25th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secrewry D. P. P. 

• 
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FRIDAY, O{;TOBER 90th, 1876. 

SPECIAL M.EETING-5 O'CLOCK P. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the followiQg call of the 
President. 

MR. WM. IRWIN, 
Seeretary D. P. P. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK, 

18th·October,1876 .. 

Sir-;-Y ou will please call a special meeting of the Board. for Friday, the 20th 
, inst., at 5 o'clock P. M., for the purpose of taking action in regRrd to the substitu

tion of a surety for the faithful performance of the contract lately awarded to 
Messrs. Decker & Quintard, for the improvement aud construction of Riverside . 
Avenue. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

On motion of the ;PRESIDENT the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 18th inst. was dispensed with. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it was necessary to substitute-in 
place of Mr. Francis B. Wallace-a surety for the faithful per~ 
formance of the contract for the improvement and construction 
of Riverside A venue, lately awarded to Messrs. Decker & 
Quintard, who named Mr. John Roach as Su,cq I?urety. He 
thell offered, th~ foUowin~ resolutiQtl ; 
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Resolved, That ,the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks of the city of New York, hereby consent to the 
substitution of :Mr. John Roach of No. 624 Fifth Avenue in said 
city, in place of :Mr. Francis B. ·Wallace, as a surety for the 
faithful performance of the contract for the improvement and 
construction of Riverside Avenue, between 72d Street and 
130th Street, heretofore awarded to Nicholas H. Decker and 
George W. Quintard. 

(Minutes, October 18th, 1876, p. 3'18.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners :Martin, Stebbins and O'Donohue-3. 

On motion of Commissioner STEBBINS the Board adjourned 
at 5:10 o'clock P. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WBDNESDAV, Ot::TOBER 93tb, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETIl\G-9 O'CLOCK A. ]\(. 

FreSent-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

ETEBBINS, 
WETMORE. 

The PRESIDENT received and read a telegram from Com~is
siemer O'Donohue, stating that he was unable to be present at 

'- the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 18th and 20th 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Boston Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following ordinance: 

Resolved, That Boston Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, between Third 
Avenue and the northerly side of One Hundred and sixty-fifth Street, be graded 
in accordance with the established grade thereof; that the curb and gutter stones 
Bnd flagging be reset, and that the streets intprspctill.~ said Boston A venue, between 
Thil'd Aveuue and One Hundredand sixty.fifthJStreet, be graded so as to facilitate 
approach from such streets to and across said Boston Avenne, under the direction 
of the Commissioners of Public Parks; and that the accompanying ordinance 
therefor be adopted. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, September 28, 1876. 
Received from his Honor the Mayor, October 18, 1876, without his approval 

or objections thereto; therefore, as provided in section 11, chapter 335, Laws of' 
1878, the same became adopted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that. the Engineer of Construction be directed to prepare spcc.i-
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fications for the work, and submit them, together with esti· 
mates from three or four contractors, at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

The PR];lSIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was deter,mined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Third .A venue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the complaint of the Health De
partment concerning the condition of the pavement of Third 
Avenue, between Ono Hundred and thirty-eighth Street and 
Westchester Avenue, and stating that the pavement is rough 
and uneven where the Croton main and service pipes have been 
laid, Il;nd should be repaved for a width of about six feet and 
a dist~nce of about four city blocks. 

(Minutes Oct. 18, 1876, p. 352.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superinte'ndent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be directed to have 
the pavement repaired as recommended in said report. 

The PRESIDENT pnt the qnestion, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority. of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

154th Street. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the condition of 154th Street, at 
its junction with Elton Avenue, as complained of by the Health 
Department, and stating that there is a depression at that point 
in which water collects, and recommending that it be remedied 
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either by laying a twelve-inch pipe or by filling up the depres~ 
81On. 

(Minutes Oct. 18,.1876, p. 349.) 

'The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be directed to have 
the place complained of repaired by filling up the ~epr~ssion 
as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agre~ to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

- Williams Bridge over the Bronx River. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Warus, reporting that Williams Bridge, over the Bronx 
river, is in a dangerous condition. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the cost of repairing the half 
of Williams B~idge within the city limits would be from $600 
to $650, and that he had directed the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards to have the repairs 
made as speedily aH possible, and he moved that his action be 

approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question,. whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Nicholas O'Hearn. 

From the Lieutenant, forwarding the resignation of Park 
-Keeper Nicholas O'Hearn, dated the 2i:ld inst. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resignation be accepted. 

.-
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board vofing in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-S. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, architect, reporting upon the bill of 

Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, amounting to $1,980.88 for 

extra work on the Museum of Art, and stating that .. much 
" additional rock had to btl taken out, and portions of the 
" piers and main wall of the central buildiug had to be carried 
" down to snlid bearing; defective places under the cross walls, 
" also at disconnected points, had to be made good of these 
" and other necessary works depending on the peculiar cil'cum
" stances of the site, awl not embraced in the masons' contract; 
" a carefully prepared record was kept by the Superintending 
" Architect, who was in special charge of these operations." 

* * * * * * * * * * 
" Under such circumstances the order for new work, called 

" for in each case by the terms of the contract, could be truly 
.. given only after the work was done and the real value settled. 
" Any !:.iuch work must however manifestly be undertaken by a 
H contractor in advance of an order." 

(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 351.) 

Commissioner 'WETMORE moved that said communication and 

subject be referred to the President to examine and report. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Messrs. J. B. & J. M. Cornell, requesting that a pay
ment 011 account be made on the contract of Mr. Birdsall Cor

nell for iron work in connection with the Museum of Art, on 
the ground that all the work is delivered on the ground, but 
that, owing to delays by other contractors, a small portion of 
it cannot be placed in position at present . 
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Also from the Superintending Architect, reeommending a. 
paYIUent on account of $S,OOO. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate to an amount not 

/ exceeding $8,000 on account of said contract. ' 
The PRESIDENT put the question, wheth~r the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in .favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Brook Avenue S&Wer. 

From Messrs. Jones & McQuade, stating that their contract 
for. Brooks Avenue sewer is now executed, but the season has 
so far advanced that it is not practicable to commence any 
mason work, which, under the terms of the contract, must stop 
9n November 1st this year. And asking instructions in the 
matter. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 305.) 

Referred to the President' to report. 

Robert Demcker. 

From Mr. Robert Demcker, formerly Landscape Gardener of 
this Department, asking for a certificate to vouch for his having 
rendered useful service. 

(Minutes, February 23d, 1875, p. 537.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Demcker be informed 
that this Department does not grant certificates to Cormer em
ployes. 

Adopted. 

Plants in late Propagating Department. 

From Mr. Robert Demcker, requesting an order to enable 
him to remove from Mt. St. Vincent, in Central Park, eeJ.'tain 
~ts. w~ch he claims belovg to him. 

(Minutes, August nth. 1875. p. 186.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Landscape Architect for his report, I;Lnd that his atten
tion be called to his former report on the same subject, which 
was presented to the Board on the 11th August, 1875. 

Adopted. '\ 

Stands in Union Square. 

From Mr. E. L. Donnelly, asking permission to erect a stand 
at the south end of Union Square, for the purpose of a public 
meeting to be held on November 2d, 1876. 

Commissioner WETlIWRE moved that it be referred to the 
President with power to grant permits in his discretion, for 
the erection of stands, &c., round any of the public parks, for 

the purpose of public meetings until November 7th, 1876 .. 
Adopted. 

, Edgecombe Road. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
map or plan of proposed alterations in Edgecombe Road, from 
155th Street to 173d Street. 

(Minutes, February 15,1876, p. 601.) 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Boston Road. 

From Mr. G. C. Walker and other residents of West Farms, 
requesting that Boston Road be laid out and widened from 
170th Street to West Farms village. 

Filed. 
From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 

said communication, and submitting a map or plan for the 
widening of said Boston Road. 

Laid over until next meeting. 

Mott Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
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map or plan for the improvement of the lines and grades of 
Mott Avenue in the 2i:ld Ward, between the Spuyten Duyvil 

a~d Port Morris Hailroad, and 165th Street. 

Laid over until next meeting. 

From Mr. Henry Lewis Morris and others, requesting that 
the lines and grades of Mott Avenue be changed as recom
menaed by the Civil and Topographical Engineer. 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications 
for the construction of the bridge over Harlem River at 139th 
Street. 

(Minutes, Oct. 18, l8~6, p. 361.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the said specifications be ap
proved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-90mmissioners Martin, Stebbins, vVetmore-3. 

Fordham .Avenue. 

From Mr. Caleb Hillman and other residents on the line of 
Fordham Avenue, requesting that said Av('nue be widened to 

the width of bO feet. 

Filed. 

Fordham .Avenue, Kingsbridge Road, &c. 

-The PRESIDENT then moved that the subject of the map or 
plan for the widenipg and laying out of Fordham Avenue, 
Kingsbridge Road and connecting streets, submitted by the, 

/ 
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Civil and Topographical Engineer, on September13th. 1876. be 
tak(m' up. 

(Minutes, Sept. 13, 1876. p. 284.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the fallowing resolution 

RCliolved, That, under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Oommissioners of the Depn.rtment of Public Parks of 
the city, of New York, by Ohapters H29 and 614 of the Laws of 
1874, they do hereby layout the streets, roads, and avenues, and 
pllblic parks and places within the Twenty-fourth Ward of the 
city of New York, shown on a map or plan entitled" Map or 
Plan of :Fordham Avenue and connecting Stre?ts in the Twen
ty-fourth Ward of the city of New York," dated "New York, 
September 12th, 187(5," and signed" J. J. 11. Oroes, Oivil and 
Topographical Engineer Department of Public Parks," of the 
widths, extent, and direction that said streets, roads, and ave
nues are designated on said map or plan by red lines and fig
ures and color, and said public parks and places by green 
color; ancl that said Oon1missioners do hereby discontinue and 
close such streets, roads, and avenues now existing or hereto
fore laid out as are designated on said map by india ink 
shading; and that the widths, extent, and direction of the said 
streets, roads, and avenues and public parks, or places so laid 
out or discontinued, are such as to !;he said Commissioners, or 
a majority of them, seem most conducive to the public good; 
and that the President of the Department cause the said sev
eral streets, roads, and avenues and public parks, or places to 
be surveyed and designatecl by proper monuments, where the 
same are uot already so designated; and also to have t~lree 
similar maps 01' plans and profiles of the same prepared, and 
submited to this Board, to be filed in pursuance of said laws 
above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

tive~ a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that Mr. T. W. Lawrence, 

the contractor for laying the artificial stone flooring in the lVlu-
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seum of Natural History building, offered to omit the upper 
layer of said flooring, nnd to make the lower layer somewhat 
thicker than is called for by thfl contract, and to make a deduc
tion in the price of $1,!J30. He presented a letter from 1\:£1'. 
Lawrence to this effect, with an endorsement on it by the 
Superintending Architect, recommending that the arrangem,ent 
be made. . . 

He then recommended that the following preamble and reso-
rution be adopted, viz. : 

Whereas, The Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History have reC"Juested, :tn(1 the Superintending Architect has 
recommended, that (!ertain changes be made in the specifica
tions of the contract made with F. 'V. LawrBnce, contractor 
for tlie artificial stone and tile floor of the sl1id museum. 

Resolved, 'rhnt the President be, and hereby is, uuthorized to 
enter into an agreement with said contractor, modifying said 
contract with llim, datetl April 7, 187u, in pursuance of its 
term, so that the same shall provide for It uniform thickness of 
one and three-eighths inches of concrete on all the floors, to 
be constrnctec1 as in tbe specifications provided, for the lowel' 
layer, with a smooth, bard surface, and providing that 
the contractor shall agree to receive, as full payment for 
the work, the sum of $6,000, in lieu of $7,9:30, as in said con
tract, a·nd in instalments as in said contract pl'oviuec1 ; and pro
viding that the consent of Ute sureties be first obtained. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 228.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be accepted, 
nnel that tho preamble and resolution recommended be 

adopted. 
The PRESIDEXT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the uffirmu.ti \'C, 

0. majority of all the members of the Board \'oting in favor 
thereof, as f9110ws : 

Ayes-Commissioner3 Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Licenses. 

The PzmSIDE)'""T offered the following preamble nnd l'esolu
tion~ 

Whereas, it is desirable that vigorous measures should be 

• 
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ndoptec1 for the enforcement of n. more efficient management of 
the various licensed services in the parks: 

Be801ved, 'rhat the offi~er detailed bv the President, under n. 
resolution of this Board, adopted J nne" 21, 1876, for the inspec
tion of such licensed services, shall be invested with the fol
lowing discretionary powers, the exercise thereof to be subject 
tO'review by the President, viz. : 

(1.) To give such instructions as to details of any licensed 
service as nre needed to insnre the full measure of satisfaction 
to tll.e puLlio which may.Le justly req:lircll ellder the te'rms of 
the hcense. 

(2.) To cause the il11lnec1iflte removal from the park of any 
person, horse, pony, donkey, goat, or Hny i'mpl'Oment or article 
usetl in allY or the licensed services w1;en foum1 by him un
suitable frO':n imperfect preparation, Ind rep:1ir, or 'any defect 
of cOlldition or conduct. 

(3.) .To suspend any employe in any sorvICO, who, in his 
opinion, may be guilty of misconduct. 

(Minutes, June 21, 1876. p. 145,) 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, wlwtl.er the Boarel would 

agree to said preamble anel resolution, [mel it was determined 

in theaffil'mative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

'rhos. L. Beebe, 

• The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolred, That the Engineer and Surveyor of street openings 

anel improvements be, and hereby is, (tutborizecl to employ MI'. 
'Thomas L. Beebe as an axeman, when eyer his services arc 
required, and that :Mr. Beebe's pay be fixed at S3.50 pel' day 
Jor such time as he tnay be so employed. 

'I'he PRESIDEXT put the qnestion whether tho Board \\'ouIc1 

agree to said resolution, and it ,ni.S determined in the 

affirmatiVe, a majority of all the member s of the Board 'voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore . 

.Abbott's New York Di'gcst. 

The PnEsIDENT moved that'the Treasurer be n.l1thoriz~d· to 
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purchase. a full set of the last edition of Abbott's New York 
Digest, . for the use of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board 'Voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

nigh Bridge Park Hotel. 

The PRESIDE~T presented an ogreement extending the term 
of the lease of High Bridge Park Hotel, to Mr. Clludes 
Schedler, assignee of Mr. N. A. Lespinusse, the originallessAG 
of said hotel, for a period of three years from July 15th, 1878, 
und moving that same be approved, and that he be authorized 
to execute it, on behalf of this Department. . 

(~1inutes April 21, 1876, p. 763.) 

The PRESIDEi.~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

nigh Bridge Park Hotel. 

The PRESIDENT then presented an account of the expendi. 
tnres of Mr. N. A. Lespinasse in improvements and main· 
tenance of High Bridge Park Hotel and grounds, in pursuance 
of the terms of his lease, and moved that it be referred to the 
Auditing Committee to examine and audit. 
r Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

Tho PRESIDENT presented an assignment from Mr. Stephen 
Roherts to Mr. Syh-ester Bennett of the contract for grading 

"and settillg curb on Tompkins Square, and stated that Mr. 
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~ennett desired to obtain the consent of the Department to tho 
~ssignment. 

(lIHnutes,May 10, 1876, p. 52.) 

Commissioner SrEBBI~s moved that the subject be referred 
to the President to examine and report upon. 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT presented. the report of tho Superintendent of 

Parks on the condition of Tompkins Square, and reported that 

he had suspended the work, as the time limited in the resohl,~ 
tion of the Common Council for days work on said square ex

pired on the 20th inst., but that on. the report of the Superin
tendent of Parks he had directed him to commence the work 
again on the 24th inst. 

(Minutes,October 18, 1876, p. 347.) 

Assessmbnts on Employes. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Re.solvl'd, That it be referred to the Presideut ancC COlllrnis~ 

sioner Stebbins to ascertain whethel' any assessrneut has been 
levied on any of the employes of this Department for political 
or. other purposes; and if so, by whom aoel by what authority 
saId assessment had been made, and report the same to the 
Board at its next meeting. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board. adjourned at 10.30 
e'clock A. 111., to Pleet on Wednesday, th3 1st November, 1876, 
at 9 o'clock A. M. 

W1II. IRWIN, . 

Secretary D. P. P. 

./ 
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WE.oNESDA Y, NOVEMBER 1st, 18'76. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'OLOOK' A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" WETMOBE .. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, without 
transacting any business, to meet on Friday the 3d instant, at 
9 o'clock, A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 



/ 

.. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3d, 1876. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

O'DO~OHUE. 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of October 25th and November 1st, 1876, 
was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read. 

173d St. (formerly 11th St.), 24th Ward 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy of 
the following resolution: 

ReRor,'erl, That the .idewalk on the north side of the street, formerly kno~n as 
Eleventh StI'eet, and now known as One Hundred and Seventy-third Street, in the 
Twenty-fourth Ward, be flagged 'L space of four feet wide through the centle 
tlwreof, from Third Avenue to Railroad Avenue, and that crosswalks be laid across 
each intersecting avenu.e, wh~re not. already done, under the direction of the Com
missioners of Public Parks; and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be 
adopted. . 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen. October 21, 1876. 
Approved by tbe Mayor, Octobet 28, 1876. 

Referred to tbe Engineer of Construction for his report. 

Boston Road, grading, 

From the Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications 
for the grading of Boston Road from Third Avenue to 165th 
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Street, together with estimates from four contractors, the 
lowest of which is that of Mr. Green Wright, at $837.50. 

(Minut.es, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 369.) 

Oommissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the contract for grading Boston Road, from 
Third Avenue to the northern side of 165th street be, and 
hereby is, <twa·rded to Mr. Green Wright, at the sum of $337.50 ; 
that the specifications for the work submitted by the Engineer 
of Oonstruction, be approved; and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to eX8cute the contract for and on behalf 
of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Samuel T. Boggs. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that 
since the discharge from the 8ervice of the Department of Mr. 

Samuel T. Boggs, certain tools and instruments belonging to 

the Department have been stored in his residence, at 182d 
Street and Kingsbridge Uoad ; that he has now removed them; 

and recommending that he be authorized to pay Mr. Boggs $3 

per hlonth for the cnre of said tools, &c., from February 1st 

(the date of his discharge), to November 1st, 1876. 
The PRESIDENT moved th,tt the Civil and Topographical 

Engineer be authorized to pay Mr. Samuel T. Boggs $3 per 

month, from February 1st to November 1st, l875, as recom
mended, and to charge same in his llext bill for incidental 
expenses of his officE.). . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board w~uld 
agree to said motion, and it was decided in the affirmative, a 

majority of all tho members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 
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Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Edgecombe Road. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the 
safety of the High Service Reservoir, and the public con
venience, require that that portion of the Edgecombe Road, be-. 
tween the Reservoir and Tenth Avenue, which it is proposed 
to discontinue, should be added to the High Bridge Park, as 
shown on the map now before the Board. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 374.) 

Filed. 
C. R. Schott, Division Engineer. 

From Mr. C. R. Schott, Division Engineer, requesting that 
he }:>e allowed pay from September 24th, to October 30th, 
during which time he has been absent on account of illness. 
Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommend
ing that the application be granted, on the ground that his 
illness was contracted in the performance of his duties. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed Mr. Schott to be 
returned on the pay roll for October for the full time he was 
absent on acconnt of illness, as mentioned in his communication, 
and moved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members voting in favor thereof, as follows; 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 
Museum of Art. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, stating that it is desireable to 
have twenty-four (24) il'On rods in the gallery sky lights of the 
Museum of Art Building, beyond the number providell for in 
tbe contract, and submitting the proposal of Mr. Watts Cooke, 
Receiver of the Watson Manufacturing Company, to furnish said 

rods at $3 each. 
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~ The PRESIDENT rno,ed, that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue an order to said Watts Cooke, Receiver, to supply and 
place in position said additional twenty-four (24) iron rods. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a~ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, '\ 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Brook Avenue Se\\'er. 

From Messrs. Jones & McQuade, contractors, requesting in
structions as to the prosecution of the work of constructing 
the Brook A venue Sewer. 

(:\linutcs, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 373.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolution: 
J1I /ureas, the Comptroller of the city did not approve the 

sureties of the contract for the construction of the Brook 
Avenue Sewer, until the 17th day of October, although the 
proposal of the contractors was sent to him for that purpose 
on the 30th clay of AUgllst last. 

And w' e1·eas no progress can be made this year in the mason 
work of the sewer, because, by the terms of the contract, that 
work could not be carried on in the winter or after the 1st of 
November. 

A/ld Whereas, the subject of a modification of the contract 
in that respect, so as to expedite the work, has been under 
consideration by the President, with the contractors and the 
engineers. 

Resolved, that the time for the prosecution of the work, limit
ed by the contract with Messrs. Jones & Mcquade, be ad
hered to, and that they be directed to proceed with the work 
immediately, in accordance with the terms of the contract. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in fayor thereof, as follow: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue 
Wetmore-4. 
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Willisavenl1e. 

'From Mr. Lorenz Zeignerand others, requesting th{l.t Willis 
Avenue, from 147th Street to Third Avenue be opened. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 18'76, p. 231.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they.bave 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Anderson, Pierce <It Co., oil, varnish 

and putty ........... '" . '" ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P....... 88 80 

.City .Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... liS 64 

--- $2444 

Crombie, T,bos., J.,lumber ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ ".640 

DeGrauw,Aymer & Co., blocks ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 5 68 

. Fitzsimons, M., repairs to roof ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

• P.'and P ..•••.. 50 00 

Hovey <It Doolan, moving pavillion ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . '7,000 

Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, brushes ... " ..• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 81'1 14 

MaiD. a!ld Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 2 23 19 8'7 

.Mul'phy &.Nesbit~, bl'~ks. and Sl\Dd.". ;Qity Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . .. • • • $209,00 

Alusm. of Art. ,135 0,0 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP....... .QP ~ 

844. 50 

) 
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Oakley & 'Smith, horee .............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Buhe, Louis ......................... Maint. and Govm't 
P. andP ..... ,. 

!oanlan, John P., milk, Sept .......... Maint. and Govm't, 

P.nnd P ...... . 

~hepperd, G. S., labor and mat~rials .... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ...... . 

Thorburn, Geo. & Co,. spruce spars .... City Parks Impt. }' 

VanNest, Bros., turrets, &. t.urret hooks. ~iaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••..• 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, sash weights 

11.0 •••••••• , ••••• , •• • ••••••••• , ••• City Park Impt. 11 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund.. .... .. ................ $403 93 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . . ... . 277 33 

Maintenance, &0., 23d and 24th Wards ................ 4 50 

14Q.~\UI). of .Art .... , ...... : ......... '" . . .. . . .. . . 135 00 

$18lS 00 

16 00 

10 80 

4, 50 

12 00 

4, 00 

28 0'1 

----
$820 '16 

-- $820 76 

, 
Alnounting in the aggreg.tll to the Bum uf eight hundred and twenty 

_QUars and suventy.six cents. 

(Signed) 

N,w York, October 25, 1876. 

JOSEPH J. O'DOXOHUIl:, 
Henry G. STEBBINS, 

t A.uditin!1 
I Oommitt.e. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
ilIeber, M. 41: Co .. gloves .........••... Maint. and Govmt .. 

P. aodP ....... $83 S3 

l31l4lrk, J. E., (]iall .................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP .. ; .... 1 90 

" 
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Crombie. Thol. J.,lumber .............. City Parks Impt.. 

Fund ...•••... 

Coruell Birdsall, labor and materials .... Museum of Art •.. 

Egan, K. & Co .• waste ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent ofline.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••.••. , 
City Parks 'lmpt. 

Fund ........ . 

Gunther, Hermann A., labor. " ........ PavementC. H.Pk. 

Hazard Powder Co., powder ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•..•.. 

Holbrook, E. F. & Bros., glass ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .. : •... 

Irwin, Wm., incidental expellses ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Maint., etc., 2Sd 

& 24th W ard~, 

Keuffer & Esser, drawing materials ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Mott, I. L., Iron Works, castings, stove· 

pipe, &c ........•.................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement ............. Mus. Nat. Hist ... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent ...... City Parks Impt. 

$10 Cli 

'6 88 ---

610 'II 
10 G3 

114. 

803 21$ 

Fund.. . . . . . . . • $93'1 150 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 812 110 

Spencer &; Underhill, shovels .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Smith, Geo. W. '" Co., Abbott's N. Y. 

Digest ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ...... . 

$106 60 

I,eoo 0.0 

~OO 

62 Olt 

lriO 00 

·4i~ 211 

22 110 

1,'211000 

11100 
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Taylor, A., Jr., newspaper'f ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $13 98 

Tucker,Luther &Son "Country Gomtleman".Maint. and Govmt. aoo 
Van Riper, ebas., oils ........ '" ... , .. Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ...... .. ti '111 

Watson Mfg. Co., labor and materials. " Museum of Art .. . 95000 

----
$11,814 311 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . . . $585 '11 
City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ , 2,015 60 

Museum of Art ........••........................... , 8,000 00 

Museum of Natural History. . . .. . . .. . . . .. ............. 956 '15 

Pavement City Hall Park .............. " . . .. . . .. . . . . . 150 00 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ............... " .... . 6 29 

--- $11,814 311 

Amounting in the' aggregate to the sum of eleven thousand eight hundred and 

fourteen dollars and thirty-five cents. 

(Si~,ned) JOSEPH J. O'DO~OHUE, I AttditillfJ 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Committe~. 

New York, November 3, 1876. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the Same 
to the Board for approval. 
Byrne, Jas. E., oats, corn and bran ..... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... 

King, Joseph, keep of borse ............ Surveying, laying 

out etc., 23d und 

24th Wards, etc .. 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coaL ............• Maintenance 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Walsh, Robt. A., repairs to wagon ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Wheatley, R. R., hay, oats, etc .... _ .... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Yale, Lock Manf'g Co., lock and keys .. Maint. 2Sd and 

24th Wards ..• _. 

$140 76 

30 00 

120 00 

88 69 

4 66 

$339 60 

" 
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REC.APITUL.A'l'ION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ $260 76 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .•••...•.....•..•. 

Surveying, Laying Out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... 

48 84 

30 00 

--- $339 60 

.Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three hundred and thirty-nine dol

lars lind sixty cents 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, {Auditinfl . 
H .G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee_ 

New York, November 3d, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
tq tranElniit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ay~8 - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minntes : 

Department of Public Parks, in account toit1~ 

J08. J. O'Donohue, Treasurer. 

1876. CR. 

Oct. 18. By balance. '_ ............................. $1,709 26 

Oct. 18. } 
to 

Nov. 1. 
" ca~h received from permits ..••••. " .•.. 

DR. 

30 00 
-- $1,73926 

Nov. 1. To balance ............................. _.. $1,739 26 

---- ~1,739 2& 
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18'16 DR. 

Nov. 1. To cash in Bank .........•................. 

" drawer ............•.............. 

$1,'109 26 

30 00 

[Friday, 

$1,'139 26 

(Signed) JosErH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Treaaurer n. P. P. 

Wednesday, November 1, 18'16-9:30A. III. 

DeniR Healy, Special Keeper. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President had desig
nated to conduct the trial of Special Keeper Denis Healy, on 

two charges, dated respectively Sept. 15th, and 23d, 1876, of 
insubordination and disobedience of orders, reported that he 
found him guilty of the charges; that he had been suspended 
and received no pay since the 15th day of September, and 
he recommended that he be now restored, the loss of pay being 

sufficient punishment. 

Commissioner Stebbins moved that said report be received 
and adopted by the Board. • . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whet,her the Board would 
agree to said motion and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members' of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - CQmmissioners Martin, Stepbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Appropriations for maintenance of Parks and Salaries, 18'16 • 

. The President, presented a statement showing the balances 
on the books of the Department, to the credit of the appropria
tions for Maintenance of Parks and Places and Salaries: 

He stated that he had written to the Fillance Department, on 
the Eth of October last, for a statement of the account of salaries, 

as charged on the books of the Finance Department; but that 
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the Comptroller refused to furnish such a statement. That he 
had, however, ascertained that the Comptroller had charged 
various sums to Maintenance and Salaries, which were prop

erly chargeable to other appropriations, and were so charged 

. / on the books of this Department. That, therefore, the books 
of the Finance Department, and of this Department, cannot 
agree. He further stated that he had addressed two commu

nications to the Board of Estimate and Apportioment, dated 
respectively, September 29th, and October 23d, 1876, request
ing that transfers be made from appropriations of this Depart
ment, on which there were surplusses to those on which there 
were deficiencies; but that that Board had, as yet, taken no 

action in the matter. He then moved that the statement be 
submitted, and the subject of the appropriations for 1876, be 
laid over until next meeting. 

(Minutes, September 20th, 1876, p. 297.) 

Adopted. 

Mott A venue. 

The President called np the subject of the adoption of the 
map or plan for the improvement of the lines and grades of 
Mott Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, laid over at the meet

in~ of October 25th, and offered the following preamble and 
. resolution : 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the city of New York, or a majo,rityof them, deem 
the changes specified on the map or plan hereinafter mentioned, 
in the streets, roads and avenues, as laid down and established 
by the Commissioners appointed under Ohapter 841 of the Laws 
of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the office of the Hegis
ter of the county of Westchester, on the 23d day of February, 
1871, to be required; therefore 

Resolved, That under and by virtup. of the powers conferred 
on the said Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the city of New York, by Ohapters 329 and (i04 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby layout, alter, amend and establish the 
location, width, course and direction of the streets, roads and 
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avenues within that part of the Twenty-third Ward of the city 
of New York, which formerly constituted the Town of Morris
ania, and which lies north and east of a line commencing at 
the termination of the southerly line of 155th Street, at or in 
the Hudson River; running thence easterly along said southerly 
line of 155th Str'Olet, and a prolongation of said line to the 
middle of Harlem river; and running thence southerly along 
the middle of said Harlem river to the Sound, north of Randall's 
Island, shown on a m3p or plan entitled: A" Map or Plan of 
Mott avenue from 1;',2d Street to 165th Street, in the Twenty
third 'Vard," dated "New York, October 24th, 1876," and 
signed "J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Egineer, Depart
ment of Public Parks," of the width, extent and direction that 
said streets, roads and avenues are design'Lted on said map or 
plan by red linelS, figures and color, and do discontinue and 
close such portions of streets, roads and avenues as are indi
cated on said map or plan by india ink shading, and that the 
location, width, course and direction of the streets so laid out 
and established, and the closing and discontinuing of streets 
and avenues so discontinued and closed are such as to the said 
Commissioners. or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good, and that the President of the Department 
canse to be prepared and submitted to this Board three similar 
plans and profiles of the same, to be filed in pursuance of said 
laws above mentioned. 

(Minutes, October 25, 1876, p. 374.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Denis Healy, Special Keeper: 

'fhe PRESIDENT moved that Special Keeper Denis Healy be 

returned to the labor force of the Superintendent of Parks as a 

skilled laborer, at $2.25 per day, and that the President be 

authorized to detail another laborel' as a Special Keeper, at the 

rate of pay allowed to gate-keepers. 

(Minutes, November 3d, 1876, p. 392.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would' 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
No.-Commissioner O'Donohue-l. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Watson Manufactming Co., 
contractors for the iron work of the Museum of Art, were now 
proceeding with their work in a satisfactory manner, and 
moved that the preambles and resolutions adopted. on the7th 

. October, 1876, declaring their contract forfeited, be re
considen,d. 

(Minutes Oct. 7, 1876" p. 334.) 

The PRESIDEJ;ilT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that said preambles and resolu:' 
tions be laid on the table. 

Adopted. 

Norway Spruces for East River Park. 

Th~ PRESIDENT stated that the Landscape Architect reported 
that Mr. B. E. Wehner, of No. 103 West Thirty-third Street, 
had a lot of Norway spruce trees for sale, at the price of $100, 
which is very cheap, and that the Department requires, 
the trees for 'the East River Park. He, therefore, moved that 
the Treasurer be authorized to purchase said Norway spruces 
at a price not exceeding $100. 

The PREElIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Webster Statute. 

Martin, Steb bins, O'Donohue, 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved tha.t the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to have the statute of Daniel Webster, 
which is now delivered on Central Park, placed in propel' posi. 
tion on the pedestal and that the cost· thereof be charged to 
the "City Parks Improvement Fund." 

(Minutes, April 5, 1875, p. 734.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was detennined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

' .. thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Marion A venue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Wm. Coogan, contractor, had 
off81;ed to complete the flagging of the sidewalk of Marion 
Avenue, as directed by the ordinance of the Common Council, 
for 27~ cents per square foot, and also to deposit with the De

partment the balance of the surveyors fees which have not 
been paid by the owners of property. 'l'hat the property 
owners have paid $36.03, portion of said surveyor's fees, and 

that the balance amounted to $28.97. That the cost of tho 
whole work will be under $1,000. He therefore offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the contract for flagging the sidewalk on 
the west side of Marion Ayenue, from Kingsbridge Road to 
Ridge Street, where not already done, he and hereby is award
ed to Mr. William Coogan, at the price of 27~ cents per 

/ 
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square foot, and that the President be, and hereby is, author
ized to executed same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minntes, Sep. 13, 18'111, p. 283.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the meml;>m's of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners . Martin, Stebbins. O'Donohue. 
Wetmore-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Bbard adjourned at 10:30 

o'clock A.M., to meet on Wednesday, November 8th, 1876, at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESOA.Y, NOVEMBER 8th, IS76. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 0' OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meetings of Octt>ber 25th, November 1st and 3d, 
1876, was dispensed with. 

The'following communications were presented and read: 

Berrian Avenue. 

From the clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, viz. : 

Resolved, That a crosswalk be laid across Berrian Avenue, diagonally, from a 
point about 149 feet north of Kingsbridge Road, on the west side of said avenue. 
to a point about 100 feet nort.h of Raid road, 011 the east side of said avenue, and that 
the sidewalk on the east side of said Berrian Avenue, from the east~rlv end of the 
crosswalk to the said Kingsbrilb;e Road. be flagged a space four feet wide through 
the centre thereof, u.nder the ,]i.-ection of the Commissioners of Public Park;; 
and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, October 21, 1876. 
Approved by' the Mayor, November 2,1876. 

(Minutes, Sept. 13, 1876, p. 282.) 

Referred to the Engineer of Construction for his report. 
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Dennis Fitzpatrick, Steam Engineer. 

From the Engineer of Oonstruction, recommending that the 

engineer appointed to take charge of the steam engine of 

Third Avenue Bridge be directed to report for duty at once, so 

that he may be familiar with the worliing of the engine before 

the contractors leave. 
(Minutes, Oct. 18, IS/Ii, p. :363.) 

The President stated that he had, as recommended by the 

Engineer of Constrnction, directed Dennis Fitzpatrick, hereto

fore appointed, to report for duty on the sixth instant, and 

moved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins Wetmore-S. 

173d Street (formerly 11th Street.) 

From Engineer of Construction, submitting specifications for 

the flagging of the sidewalk OIl the north Bide of 17Sd Street, 

formerly known as Eleventh Street, from Third Avenue to Rail

road Avenue, and also the proposal of Mr. Williftll Coogan to 

execute the work for $830, which he recommended to be 

accepted. 
(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1876, p. 383.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'rhat the specifications submitted oy the Engineer 

of Construction for flagging the sidewall, of 173d Street, for
merly known a::; Eleventh Street, in the 24th Ware1, be ap
proved; that the contract for the work be, ,and hereby is, 
awarded to Mr. William Coogan, at the sum of $830, and that 
the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute said 
contract for and on behalf of this Department . 

. The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agreee to said'resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Laborers and Teams for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d aud 24th Wards, re
questing that an additional force of thirteen laborers and eight 

teams be appointed in said wards, for a short time. 
(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 350.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the number of laborers and 

teams as requested by the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 
Wards be appointed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-CommisE'.ioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 
The PRESIDENT stated that there was an extra race day at 

. Jerome Park, on the 4th inst., awl as the Superintendent of 
the ~3d and 24th "\Vards required two extra teams for the pur
pose of watering Jerome Avenue, he had authorized him to 
employ them, and moved that his action be approved. , 

The PRESIDEXT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Reports to the Mayor. 

The PRESIDENT presented the reports to his Honor the 
Mayor, for the two qnarters ending respectively on June 30th 

and September 30th, 187/). 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said reports be ap-
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proved, and that the President be authorized to sign aud 
transmit them to his Honor the Mayor. 

(Minutes, Ma.y 10, 1876, p. 30.) 

Adopted. 

Elton .A. venne. 

The PRESIDENT presented a copy of the preambles and reso
lutions adopted on October 18th, 1876, directing the contrac
tors for the grading of Elton Avenue to discontinue said work, 
with the service of said preambles and resolutions on said con
tractors and their sureties, endorsed thereon, and moved that 
same be filed. 

(Minutes, October 18, 18'76, p. 357.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 9.30 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Friday, the 10th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER lOth, 1876 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Presen t-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" O'DONOHUE. 
" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of October 25th, November 1st, 3d, and 

8th, 1876, was dispensed with. 

Maintenance of Parks, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report upon the sub
ject of the appropriation for the Maintenance of the Parks for 
1876 : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
NEW YORK, 10th Nov., 1876. 

To the Board oj Commissioners: 
The appropriation for the year 1876 by the Board of Esti

mate and Apportionment was smaller than it has been in 
previous years. The distribution of the sum appropriated was 
ma.Je by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment in opposi
tion to the wishes of this Department. They gave to the 
maintenance and repair of the Harlem River bridges and to 
the Police more than I stated to them we would need, and took 
that excess off from the appropriation for the maintenance of 
Parks, which is the proper and first work of the Department. 

When opposition to this distribution was made by the Presi
dent to the Mayor, the Mayor promised that, if we saved money 
on the items on which an excess of appropriation had been 
made, he would move its transfer in the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment, when it was required, so that our savings could 
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be expended on the Central Park and the other city parks, and 
on the maintenanance of the roads in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Formal application was made to the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment on 29th September, and subsequently on 23d 
October a letter was sent, stating the necessity and reasons 
for the application. Copies of these letters are hereto an
nexed. 

The matter was postponed from meeting to meeting of that 
Board, without passing it, although the Mayor promised sev
eral times that it should be done, until the 31st October, when 
a proper resolution was offered in the Board, and on the 
Mayor's motion, it was laid on the table. Since then he hafl 
not moved it again or given any reason for his omission to 
do so. 

The condition of the balances of the general maintenance 
account and the salaries account, is further complicated by the 
erroneous charges made by the Comptroller, as shown in Uw 
statements submitted at the meeting of the 3el inst. 

It is, therefore, necessary to suspend the maintenance labor
ing force. 

Respectfully, 
W. R. MARTIN, 

Pnsident, D. P. P. 

DEPARTME~T OF PUBLIC PARKS, ) 
36 U~ION SQUAR>:, l 

NEW YORK, 29th September, 1876, \ 
To the Board oj Estimate and Apportionment: 

The Department <if Public Parks respectfully reprcsents to yonI' Honorable 
Board, that there are certain unexpended balances of appropriations made by 
your Board to this Departtl1ent for the years 1874 and J 875, as dlllows : 
For the year 18'74.. . ... . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . . $4,913 74 
For the year 1875............. .. ....... .... . .. . . .. .. ........ 6,427 59 

Also, that of the appropriations for the present year, 1876, there 
will be remaining balances, as follows: 
For maintenance and repairs of bridges over Harlem r'Hr .....•.. 
For celebration of Independence Day .....................•..... 
For the repair and rebuilding of the bridges over the Bronx river .. . 
For the Police ............................................ . 

18,000 00 
326 66 

14,000 (10 
20,000 00 

Making a genei'al total of. ........................ ' $6B,667 9\J 
The Department of Public Parks request that this sum be trflnsferred to the 

purposes of the present year, as follows: 
For Salaries. .. .. .. .... ...... .. ............................. $4,000 00 
For Maintenance of Roads, etc., in Twenty.third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards... .............................................. 10,000 00 
For the Maintenance of Parks and Places, the balance. . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,667 99 

$63,667 99 
---------

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed,) W. R. MARTIN, President, D. P. P. 
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BALANCES OF ArPROPRIATloN8, 18'15. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .......... . 
Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Maintenance ..•. 
Maintenance of the Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards ...... . 
Surveying, Laying Out, ete., Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards 
Music ..................................................... . 
Independence Day .............................••.•..•...•..•• 

BALANCE OF APPROPRIATIONS, 18'14. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ............... . 
Independence Day. .. . ...............•...........••......... 
Museum, Observatory, and Gallery of Art ...........••.........• 
Maintenance, etc., of Harlem River Bridges .................. .. 

$1,572 69 
2,563 18 

1652 
673 71 

1,358 00 
243 49 

$6,42'1 59 

$3,231 62 
104 35 
115 59 
462 18 

$4,913 74 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 Union Square. 

NEW YORK, 23d October, 1876. 
To the Board of B'stim.ate and Apportionment: 

When. in DecemlC1' last, YOl! fixed upon the amount of $495,(JOO-appropri· 
oted to this Department for its maiIltenance work in ] 876, you did not follow the 
distribution 'which we requested, and which was based on the use which we 
deemed the most judicious to make of the money, but YOll made a diiltribution of 
your own, which was not in any scnse, apportioned to the purpose for which we 
needed the money. 

In our view, the maintenance of the Central and other pal"ks, the care of roads 
in the lllllH'Xed district, and the surveying and laying out the 23d and 24th Wards, 
are matters of the greatest importance in our administration, and where the 
money that is exp~tld€d reaches its proper object. In your distribution, these, 
which are the first object"" are the ones wllich are most scanted. 

The following tablc shows the distribution that we asked, and the distribution 
which you made: 

DXPARMENTAL ESTmATE FOR 1870. APl'HOPRIATIONS. 

For maintenance of Parks, including $:JO,OOO for the 
MuseulTls of Natural History and Art ............ $51)4,0001 $55,000 Salaries 

For salaries, except in 2;;d and 24th Wards...... .. . 93,760 I 110,000 Police. 

For lllaiutcnancc, repairs, &c., Harlem river bridges. 
For music, Central Park .....................•••.. 
For music on other parks ....................... . 
For maintenance roads, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ... . 
For maintellance, repairs and rebuilding Bronx river 

bridges ......... ' ...........................•• 
For sUl'Yeyillg, laying out and monumcnting 23d and 

24th Wards ................................. . 
For pavement of City Hall Park .....•....... ' .•.•. 
For Bea wall at Hattery ................. , ........ . 

I 187,1500 J\Iainte· 

r 
nance of Parks, 
including$30,-
01}0 for Muse· 

J umBo 
59,300 $40,1}00 

6,000 5,000 
'1,000 

79,000 

29,000 

57.100 
30,000 

7,1100 

40,000 

15,000 

211,000 
10,000 

/ 
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For celebration of Independence day. . . .. . . .. . . .... $15,000 $7,500 
Your distribution leaves for the maintenance and care of the parks, out of all 

this money, only $157,500. Thiii is totally inadequate. The amount expended for 
this item for the last three years, is as follows: 

1873 ............ , ..................... , ~298,527 
1874 ............••. " . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 318,864 
1875. . . ... . . ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. ....... 250,483 

The maintenance of the roads in the 23d and 24th Wards is the matter of 
greatest importance in that district, and you have placed very narrow limits upon 
the appropriation for that purpose. It will be clear to everyone that your appro· 
priations for these important items, cannot be defended Oil am principle or state 
of facts. You have given us the least money ou the items w here we need it the 
most, and for other items have given us money that we did not need at all. 

On the basis of our actual expenditures we have a,eeriained that we shall use 
and need the money according to the following table, that is, we have economized 
so as to save the money from objects where it was not required, and to apply it on 
the objects where it was most needed. 

APPROPRIATIO:<". 

Salaries .......... $55,000 
Police. . .. . •.... 110,000 
Maintenance of 

Parks including 
Museum ....... 187,500 

Harlem R. Bridges. 40,000 
Mnsic . . . .• . . . . . .. 5,000 
Maintenance 23d 

and 24th Wards. 40,000 
Bronx river Bridges 15,000 
Surveying, &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 25,000 
City Hall Park 

NIiEDED }'OR 

IiXPE:<DITURES. 

$59,000 
90,000 

~25,826 66 
22,000 
5,000 

50,000 
1,000 

25,000 

pavement ...... 10,000 10,000 

SAVIiD. 

$20,000 

18,000 

14,000 

Independence day. 7,500 7,173 34 326 tid 

RIiQUJRED IN ADDITION. 

$4,000 

38,328 66 

10,000 

Laying aside, therefore, the balances of 1874 and 1875 we applied to yOUl' 
Board on the 28th day of September last to readjnst tho appropriations, and to 
transfer the following sums which we save, viz. : 
Police ........................................................ $20,000 00 
Harlem river bridges ........................................... , 18,000 00 
Bronx river bridges ............................................. 14,000 ()O 
Independence day ...................... :...... ... ...... . . 326 66 

:352,326 66 
To the following pUl'poses for which we need them: 

Salaries .........•• " . . . . . . ........................ " ......... $4,000 00 
Maintenance Parks and Places: .................................... 38,32G 6fi 
Monumenting 23d and 24th Wards ...... , ...... '" ................. 10,000 00 

A.s has been already stated to you the need of this money is not only impera
tive, but it must be had at once. Delay is as bad for U8 as It denial. On the 
Central Park the grass, as well as the trees and plantations, were greatly injured 
hy the excessive heat of the past summer. The present is the only season when 
these injuries can be remedied. 

By Mr. Green's willful violation of duty and utter disregard of the law our 
attempts to get gravel last spring by contract were defeated. The roade and 
walks in the Park have been therefore greatly worn and deteriorated, and need 
immediate and thorough repair. 
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, Neglect in these respects will greatly damage the Park, and involve for 
another season a greatly increased expenst'. The same nece.sity exiBts in regard 
to the roads in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and Mr. Green, by 
the same course in defeating the contracts for gravel for those roads, has impeded 
all our wor~ there. 

You will see, therefore, the importance, if you make this transfer at all, of 
making it without any further delay, for if you delay it any longer it will be im
possible to do the work this season, in which case the responsibility will not fall 
upon us. 

I charge it distinctly upon Mr. Green that it has been his purpose throughout 
the year in all these matters in every way to impede and embal'rasEi the opera
tions of this Department, so as to create the deterioration and damage to the Park 
and roads which we apprehend, and which we ask your aid to prevent; and I 
charge that the delay he has made in our application during the la:3t month, in 
postponing the subject at every successive meeting Glf your Board, has been for 
the same purpose. 

There are not any sound or substantial reasons on which anI' application 
should be either denied or delayed. 

W 8 therefore respectfully ask yon to act upon tHs matter immediately. 
Respectfully, 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN. 
President D. P. P. 

(Minutes, November 3d, 1876, p. 392.) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the laboring force employed on the J\lIainten
ance of Parks and Places, except foremen and a sufficient num
ber of men to take care of the animals in the menagerie, and 
the horses, be, and hereby are, suspended without pay; uutil 
further order. 

That it be referred to the President to report at next meet- . 
ing what reduction should be made in the foremen nud other 
employes of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the BO(l-I'd wonH 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in tl1l3 affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 15th inst., at 9 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA ,,', NOVEMBER 13th, 1876. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WETMORE. 

The PRESIDENT presented a telegram from Commissioner 
O'Donohue, stating that he was unable to attend the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of October 25th, and 
November 1st, 1876, were read and.approved. 

The minutes of November 3rd, 1876, were partially read, 
when 

- Commissioner STEBBINS moved to strike out of said minutes 
• the paragraph under the head of "Appropriations for main

tenance of 'Parks and Salaries, 1876," commeneing, "He 
stated that he had written to the Finauce Department, &c.," 
on page 392, and ending, "but that that Board had, as yet, 
taken no action in the matter," on page 393. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved, as a substitutB therefor, 
that the reading of the minutes of November 3rd, 8th, and 
10th, 1876, be laid over until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 
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The following communications were presented and. read. 

City Hall Park, Brown-stone Building. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public 

Works, requesting permission to build a temporary room on 
the west side of the brown-stone building in the City Hall 
Park, occupied by the Receiver of Taxes, and submitting a 
plan of the room, with a diagram of the ground to be occupied. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 

granted. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
, agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

City Parks Improvement Fund . 

. From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, forwarding a copy of the resolution of said Board, 
adopted on the 8th inst., authorizing the issue of " City Parks 
Improvement Fund Stock" to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, Sept. 20, 1876, p. 293). 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that it is neces
sary to have an additional amount of iron lathing under the 
first story stairs of the Museum of Natural History building, 

which cali be done by the Architectural Iron Works, at an 
estimated cost of $54. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 306.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorizE'd to 

issue an order to the Architectural Iron Works, for said lath
ing, at a cost not exceeding $54. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the BOltrd would 
agree to said motion, 'and it was determined in the aJIirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore--3. 

Morningside Park. 

From Mr. Dwight H. Qlmstead, on behalf of himself and 
other owners of property adjacent to Morningside Park, peti
tioning the Department to proceed with the work of eonstruct
ing said Park, under the provisions of Ohapter 697', Laws of 
1867. ' 

Oo~missioner WETMORE moved that said petition be refer
red to the Oounsel to the Oorporation, with the request that he 
will advise this Department whether Section 8 of said Ohapter 
697 of the Laws of 1867 provides the means for the construc
tion of said park, and this Department can go on and do the 
work and pay for it under that section. 

Adopted. 

Main Street, 24th Ward, 

From the Board of Aldermen, referring to this Department 
a petition of citizens and taxpayers requesting that Main 
Street, from Kingsbridge Road to Home Street, and a drain or 
brook, from Walker Street to the Bronx River, both in, the 

T~enty-fourth Ward, be repaired. 
Filed. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting that he had attended to the repairs on 
Main Street, and that the brook or drain complained of would 
be repaired in a few days. 

Filed. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting revised plans 
and specifications for fitting up the students' and curators' 

rooms in the Museum of Natural History building, the cost of 

which he estimates at $14,800. " 
(Minutes May 24, 1876, p. 64.) 

Th PRESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be, 

and hereby are, approved. 

The PRESIDENT put tue question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was detennined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Vetmore-3. 

Sheep. 

From Mr. Lewis G. Morris, presenting a Southdown ram to 
the Department. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That this Department receives with thanks, from 

Mr. Lewis G. Morris, the valuable present of a ram from his' 
Southdown flock, and that the President is hereby requested 
to express to Mr. Morris t.he acknowledgments of the Board 
for this handsome gift, and for his very courteous and useful 
suggestions and personal services in respect to the manage
ment and breeding of the sheep in the Oentral Park, by which 
the flock have been restored to 11 pure Southdown stock of the 
highest breed. 

Adopted. 

J oseph!Mazzini. 

From Mr. E. Macoggi, on behalf of the committee of citizens 
who propose to present a bust of .Joseph Mazzini to be placed 
in Central Park, stating that a model of said bust can be seen 

at No. 44 West Thirtieth Street, the studio of the artist, Mr. 

Turini. 
(Minut~s Sept. 20, 1876, p. 298.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the committee named in the 
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By-Laws be requested to examine and report upon said: model 
in respect to its merits as a work of art. 

Adopted. 
Assessments on Employes. 

The PRESIDEN~, on behalf of ?imself, verbally report(ld that 
no assessments for political or other purposes had been made 
by the authority of any of the Commissioners, and that he . 
could not ascertain that any had been made by or under 
any other authority .. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, on behalf of himself, presented the 

following partial report on the sa rue subject; 

" I beg leave to report on the matters relative to the alleged 
" assessment upon the employes of the Department, for polit
"ical purposes, that I made inquiry of the Secretal-Y, Mr. 
"Irwin, if he had any knowledge of any assessment having 
" been imposed upon any of the clerks, offipers, or men of the 
" Department, for the ohjects above stated; and if so, by whom, 
" by what authority, and to what amount. He replied that he 
"knew of no such authority having been given-of no such 
"assessment having been made. That he had subBcribed 
"money for such objects, but under no assessment by any 
"officer or employe of the Department, but by his own volun
" tary action. 

"I put the same questions to the Superintendent, Mr 
" Munckwitz, and received the same replies, except onl:v as to 
"his own personal action in the matter, to which I did not 
.. refer. 

" Since then I have been informed and now report to the 
"Board that the Superintendent did make out a list of the 
" different employes, and did impose and collect one per cent. 
"on their respective salaries, and did personally collect the 
"same, and amongst the men designated for this assessment, 
"was the Secretary, Mr. Irwin, who gave him a check for $45, 
" being one per cent. on his, the Secretary's salary. 

"I would also. report, that I am now examining into the 
"truth of these statements and will make a further report on 
"the subject, with such recommendations in the premises as 
" are demanded by t~e facts as they may appear. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 380.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the consideration of said 
reports be laid over. 

Adopted. 
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Copy Minutes for Comptroller. 

Commissioner STEBBINS asked if the Secretary had complied 
with the order of the Board of July 26th, 1876, directing him 

to send a printed copy of the minutes of the Department to the 
Comptroller. 

(Minutes, July 26, 1876, p. 205.) 

The PRESIDENT stated, that under his directions the order 

had not been complied with. 

Musenm of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Whereas an agreement has been entered into with Mr. F. W. 
Lawrence, the contractor for bying the arti:ti.cial stone floors iil 
the Museum of Natural History building, to admit of the laying 
of tiles over said floors; 

!lesolved, That the plans for tiling, presented with the letter 
of Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on August 4th, 1876, be approved; 
that the Superintending Architect be, and hereby is, directed 
to prepare and submit specifications for the furnishing and lay
ing of said tiling; and that the Secretary be, and hereby is, 
directed to prepare and insert the necessary advertisements for 
proposals, when said specifications are approved. 

(Minutes, October 25, 1876, p. 376.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.15 

o'clock A.M., to meet on vVednesday, the 22d instant, at 9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9~d, 1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING 9 O'CLOCK A.. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE • • .. " WETMORE. 

Museum of Art. 

The President stated that Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, con
tractors, were present, and desired to be heard in regard to 
their bill for extra work on the Museum of Art; that Mr. 
Calvert Vaux, Architect, and the Superintending Architect were 
also present on the same subject. He therefore moved that 
the reading of the Minutes, and the order of business be sus
pended, and that they be received and heard. 

(Minutes, October 25, 1876, p. 372.) 

Adopted. 
Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, and also Mr. Calvert Vaux, 

Architect, and the Superintending Architect, were received and 
heard. They explained that the work was necessary, tbat it 
was not provided for in the contract, and that it was impos
sible to give orders or make estimates of the ~ork before 
hand, as its extent only appeared as the work progressed. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read a statement of the 

facts Qf the case by the Superintending Architect, which was 
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ordered to be filed; and he moved that the bill of Messrs. 
Moran & Armstrong be referred to Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, 
and the Superintending Architect, to examine and report upon 
in relation to the amount of the charges for the work done. 

Adopted. 
Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of November 3d and 
8th, 1876, were then read and approved. 

The minutes of November 10th, 1876, were read, when 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved the Board approve of them, 

as read, except the letter of the President to th~ Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment, dated" 23d October, 1876." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority Df an·the members of the Board voting in favor, 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wetmore. 
No.-Commissioner Martin. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of November 15, 1876, 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Names, &c., of Employes. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy of 
a resolution ofthe Board of Aldermen, requesting a compliance 
with their former resolution, asking for a list of the names, com
pensation, duties, number aud residences of the eJ;uployes of 
the Department. 

(Minutes July 26, 1876, p. 199.) 

The PRESIDENT presented such a list as is requested, and 
moved that he be authorized to transmit same to the Board of 
Aldermen. 

Adopted. 
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Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Civil and TOPQ
graphical Engineer, presenting a report introductory to a series 
of plans for laying out.the 23d and 24th Wards. 

(Minutes November 5,1875, P 370.) 

Received and laid over. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wardg. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
plan for the laying out of that part of the 23d and 24th Wards, 
lying east.of the former town of Morrisania, and extending 
from Westchester Road to the Boston Road. 

Received and laid over. 
From Mr. Thos. J. Pope, George Lyons, H. D. Tiffany and 

other owners of property, requesting that said plan be adopted 
and filed so as to become fixed by law, at the earliest possible 
date. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, Ohairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and ser-

vices ........ , .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... $5 16 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund... ...... Iii 51 

$20 67 
Anderson, Pierce &; Co., paints ..... " ., .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. $52 50 

Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P...... 11 60 

64 10 
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Croes, J. James R., incidental expenses .. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Devlin, J. B. paving ... '" ............. Third ave. from 

Westcbester ave. 

to Northern Bdy. 

23d Ward .••... 

Gates, Church E., &; Co" timber ........ Bronx R. B. Rf'ps. 

and Rebuilding. 

Griggs &; Co., hay, oats and meal ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harmer, Hays &; Co., grease and rubber 

cloth. " ........................ Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-metl'r .... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 
hwin,.William, incidental expenses .••. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P .....•.. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .... , ...... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Knickerbocker Ice Co., ice ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .• _ .... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 
24th IVards. _ .. 

Lawfersweiler, F., modelling clay ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .• _ ...... . 

Mallory &; Co., paint ..... _ .. , ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... _ .. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas •..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Masterson, 1. S., graveL ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Merchant, S. L. & Co., Portland cement, City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... _" 

[Wednesday, 

$5'7 21 

10,883 83 

45 52 

269 10 

13 00 

32 99 

$14 18 

30 00 

SO 
44 98 

$18 02 

6 06 

24 08 

1 50 

2'1 25 

'11 '75 

970 00 

S3 '75 
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Scanlan, John P., milk, October .•.•••. Maint. and Govmt, 

P. andP ...... . 

Sackett &; Miller, pantaloons .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Spencer &; Underhill, shovels .•••.•.•. Maint. 28d and 

24th Wards •••• 

Shepperd, Geo. S., labor ....••.•..... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .•.. 

Sloane, W. &; J., carpets, etc ...••..•.• Surveyini, laying 

out, etc., 28d and 

'1 50 

2'1 20 

5 00 

24th Wards.... 16459 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables .....•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P... .... 88 20 

Tone, Theo. F., coal .•.............•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. lind P. • • .. . • $232 lIS 

Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Impt ......... . 1280 

City Parks Iropt. 

Fund ••..•.•... ISO 05 
295 00 

Valentine &; Briggs, rent .•• " .....•• Maint. 23d and 24th 

Wards ......... . 40 00 
Walsh, Coulter &; Flagler, nails and ham-

mer handles •••................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... ' 19 '15 

$18,264 41 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ $1,'768 34 

City Parks Improvement Fund........................ 253 06 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. .. .••.• 228 66 

Bronx River Bridges,. Repairing and Rebuilding. . ..... . 45 52 

Paving Third avo from Westchester avo to northern boun-

dary 23d Ward .... , .........•.•...•........•.... 10,888,83 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance:. 12 80 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards. • • .. . . .. • • .. .. • . . • • • • '72 20 
---- $18,264 41 

Amounting in the aggregete to the sum of thirteen thousand two hundred and 

sixty.four dollars and forty-one cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, November 22d, 18'76, 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE,} Auditing 
Oommittle. 
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The Auditiug Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bonker, John A., expenses of scow ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ .. 

Crombie, Thos J., lumber .........•.... City Park Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Early &; Lane, matches, basket and black. 

ing .••••••......................... Maint. aud GOy't. 

P. and P ....... 

Maint. 23d and 

$7 25 

24th Wards. .. 50 

Fitch, S. &; W. B., base course .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....•••.. 

Gildersleeve,W m. H., bread and crackers. Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P .... 

Holbrook, E. F. &; Bros., glass ... ' ...... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ...... 

Bogan, Jon., granite ................... City Parks Imp't. 

Fund ........ . 

Hunter, Keller &; Co., bushings and caps.Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P...... $ .30 

City Parks Imp't. 

Fund......... 57 

McDermott, John, meat ................ Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ....... 

Murphy, S. O. A., brimstone ........... City Parks Imp't. 

Fund ........ . 

Slattery, John, screened gravel. ........ Maint. and GOy't. 

P.andP ..... . 

Van Riper, Chas., snndries ............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

$91 25 

72 45 

7 75 

209 16 

43 06 

29 53 

240 00 

87 

152 29 

5 76 

694 0'1 

19 64 

$1,565 83 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ........••. $926 50 

City Park Improvement Fund ........................... 619 19 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ........................ 20 14 

-.-- $1,565 83 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifteen hundred and sixty.five dollars 

and eighty.three cents. 

(Signed) 

JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, I Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee. 

New York, November 22, 18'76. 

THE PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put tlie question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor· 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presenting the following report, which was 
ord.ered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

Joseph J. 0' Donohue, Treasurei'. 

1876. CR. 

Nov. l. By balance ................................. $1,739 26 

Nov. 1 to 15." cash received from ponndand lieenses ..... 1,179 42 

--$2,91868 

DR. 

Nov. 1 to 15. To cash paid into City Treasury. . . . .. . . . $30 00 

" 15 "balance.. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . • .. 2,888 68 

$2,918 68 
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DR. 

Nov. 15. To Cash in Bank ..............•.......... $1,709 26 

" drawer........ •• .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. • 1,179 42 

$2,888 68 

(Signed) JOSEPH J. O'DONOHUE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 
Wednesday, November 15th, 1876. 

9.30 A.M. 

Riverside .A. venue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the contractors 

to proceed with the work of the improving and constructing 

Riverside Avenue, on the 20th inst., and moved that his action 
be approved. 

(Minutes October 9,1876, p. 343.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that it would be necessary to 

appoint an engineering force to supervise the work on River
side Avenue, the cost of which, it is provided by the contract, 
shall be paid by the contractors. He stated that Mr. James C. 

Aldrich, Assistant Engineer, Mr. Thomas H. Loomis, Leveller, 
and Henry M. Gilbert, Rodman, had been employed on said 
work since the 20th inst. He then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That James C. Aldrich, Assistant Engineer, Thomas 
H. Loomis, Leveller, and Henry M. Gilbert, Rodman, be, and 
hereby are, with their consent, removed as of the 20th inst., 
from their respective positions, and are hereby appointed to 
the following positions upon the work of the improvement and 
construction of Riverside Avenue, namely: 

James C. Aldrich, as Superintending Engineer. 
Thomas H. Loomis, as Assistant Engineer. 
Henry M. Gilbert, as Transitman. 

That their respective rates of pay be such as the Board shall 
hereafter determined. 

The PRESlDENT put the que~tion~ whether the Board would 



November 22, 1876.] 4:23 

agree to said resolution, and it was dertermined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the ·Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Res()lved, That D. H. Haines, Frank I. Angell, and Arthur 

V. Abbott, be, and hereby are, appointed to the following 
named positions upon the work of improvin~ and constructing 
Riverside Avenue, at such rates of pay as the Board shall here
after determine, namely : 

D. H. Haines, as Leveller. 
Frank I. Angell, as Rodman. 
Arthur V. Abbott, as Chainman. 

... The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would . . 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, amajority of all the members of the Board voting ill: favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a supplemental agreement 
with the contractors on Riverside A venue in respect to the 
number and compensation of the engineers, and moved that it 
be approved, and that he be authorized to sign same for and on 
behalf of this Department, when the sureties consent thereto. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all members of the Board voting in favol' thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

E. B. Van Winkle. City Snrveyor. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following re~olution : 
Resolved, That Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., be, and 

hereby is, appointed City Surveyor upon the following works, 
directed by ordinances of the Common Council, namely : 
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1. Grading, &c., Boston Avenue from Third Avenue to the 
northerly side of 165th Street. 

2. Flagging the sidewalk on the north side of the street form
erly known as Eleventh Street and now known as 173d 
Street, from Third Avenue to Railroad Avenue. 

3. Laying a crotlswalk across Berrian Ayenue, diagonally from a 
point about 149 feet north of Kingsbridge Road, and 
tlagging the sidewalk on the east side of Berrian Avenue 
from the crosswalk to Kingsbridge Boud. 

(Minutes Oct. 25, p. 369; Nov. 3, p. 383; NoV". 8, p. 399, 1876.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

tivA, a majol'ity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Aye8 - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins; O'Donohue, 
Wetmor·e-4. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Bernard R. Guion be, and hereby is, ap
pointed un Assistant Engineer upon the work of constructing 
the BlOok Avenue Sewer, at such rate of pay as shall be here-
after determined by the Board. . 

(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1876. p. 386.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - CommIssioners Martin, Stebbins, O'DonohuEl, 
Wetmore-4. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

The PRESIDENT presfmted the assessment roll for the paving 
of Third Avenue from 16Jd Street to the northern boundary of 

the 23d Ward, and also the statement of the amount of work 

done, and moved tqat they be appl>oved, signed by the com
missioners, and transmitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 310.) 
Adopted. 
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Riverside A venue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Landscape Architect required 
350 maple and lime trees and 450 elm trees for Riverside 
Avenue, and he moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue an order for said trees, at a cost not exceeding $1 per. 
tree. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the, Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Riverside Park and Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moyed, that he be" authorized to detail a 
number of laborers, not exceeding six, as watchmen during the 
progress of the construction of the Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Boa.rd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Houses 'on Riverside Avenue. 

The President reported that the three houses on Riverside 
Avenue, proposed to be removed to the Park, are very valuable 
and .will be required on the Park. That it is necessary to 
either remove them or sell them at once .. 

(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 362.) 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE moved that the subject of re
moving said three houses be referred to the President and 
Commissioner Stebbins, with power. 

The PBESlDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affir
mative, a majority of all the ,members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 

. Wet,more-4. 

Assessments on Employes. 

Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Commissioner STEBBINS presented the following final report 
upon the subject of alleged assessments for political or other 

purposes, on employes of the Department: 
"In the matter of the collection made from the Park force 

" for political purposes by the Superintendent, Mr. Munckwitz, 
" I beg leave to confirm my previous statements in this further 
" report, and suggest that the Board summon before tbem, on 
"some convenient occasion, the following persons: Mr. 
"Munckwitz, Superintendent; Mr. Irwin, Secretary; Lieu
" tenant Corcoran, Police force; Mr. Conklin, Zoological Gar
" den; Mr. Draper, Observatory; the clerks of this office; 
" Mr. Van Valkenburgb, Disbursing Clerk; all the foremen of 
" laborers, mechanics, &c. ; Members of the police force. 

"Respectfully submitted, 
" (Sig'd) G. H. STEBBINS, 

" Commissioner." 
(Minutes, Nov. 15, 1876, p. 413.) 

Laid on the table. 

Appropriation for Salaries. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the President be requested to ask the Comp

troller the reasons which induced him to refuse to "furnish a 
statement of the account of salaries as charged on the books 
of the Finance Department," as st,ated ill the President's letter 
to him of the 5th October last. 

(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1876, p. 392.) 

The PRESIDEN'f put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resoluion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 
No- Commissioner Martin-I. 



Noverriber 22,1876.] 427 

Charges by the Comptroller and Reply. 

The PRESIDENT stated that at a meeting of the Board of Esti
mate and Apportionment held yesterday, the Comptroller of 
the city had presented a report on the application of this De
partment for a transfer of its appropriations and that he in

tended to reply to the same at the meeting of that Board on 
the 23d November, and that he would not be able to submit 
his reply to the Board, unless they would meet on the morn~ 
ing of the 23d. The Board consented that the reply should 
be sent by the President. 

On motion of Commissioner STEBBINS, the Board adjourned 
at 12 o'clock M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. p . 

• 
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WEDNESDA.Y, NOVEMBER ~th, 1876. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.. JI •. 

The Board met. pursuant to the following call of the 
President: 

MR. WHo biVIN, 
Secretary .D. P. P. 

DBPARTHENT o~ PUBLIO PA.RES, t 
36 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK, f 

25th November, 1876. 

Sir-You will please call a meeting of the Board on Wednesday, the 29th 
November, 1876, at 9 ocloek A. Ho, for the transaction of such business as shall 
reqllire attention. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) WHo R. MARTIN, 

Preaident D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN. President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" O'DONOHUE. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of November 22d.1876, was dispensed 
with. 

The following communications were presented and r~ad. 

Statue of Liberty. 

From his Honor the Mayor, stating that Mr. Bartholdi, the 
artist of the colossal statue of Liberty, intended to be erected 
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, in New York harbor, desired to remove the arm of the statue 
from the grounds of the late Centennial Exposition at Phila
delphia to this city, and asking the co-operation of this 
Department. 

The Landscape A.rchitect, who was present, verbally reported 
in favor of allowing the arm to be placed in one of the smaller 
City Parks. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the arm of the said statue 
be accepted and placed on some suitable position in one of 
the smaller City Parks, and that the Landscape Architect be 
directed to report what locality, in his judgment, is the best for 
the purpose. 

Adopted. 

Drainage in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, It appears to be necessary, for the proteetion of the public health, 
that the lands bounded on the· north by Fordham and Pelham Avenues, on the 
east by the Southern Boulevard, on the south by the Kingsbridge Road, and 011 

the west by Arthur Street, in the Twenty·fourth 'Yard- of the city of New York, 
should be drained by other means than by sewers, and it is so certified by the 
City Sanitary Inspector, whose certificate is filed among the records of the Board 
of Health of the Health Department of the city of New York; and the said Board 
has directed that the same be done; now, therefore, in pursuance of the provi. 
sions of chapter 566 of the Laws of 1871, as amended by chapter 549, Laws 
of 18'75; -

Resolved, That the Department of Public Park~ be, and hereby is, anthorized 
and empowered to do the work so directed by the Board of Health. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, November 9, 1876. 
Approved by the Mayor, November 18,1876. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 
upon said preamble and resolution, the necessity of the work 

directed, and the feasibility of its prosecution. 
The PRESIDENT moved that both of said communications 

be received and laid over. 
Adopted. 

Thomas Avenue-Flagging sidewalk. 

From the Olerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution: 

• 

.. 
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Resolved, That the sidewalk on the eastside of Thoma' Avenue, from the new 
Fordham School House to thtl southerly line of the Ki. gsbr~rlge Road. be flagged 
four feet wide through the centre thereof, under the dire~tioll of the Commis
sioners of Public Parks; and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be 
adopted. 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, November 9, 18'16. 

Approved by the Mayor, November 18, 18'16. 

Filed. 

The Engineer of Construction, who was requested to be 
present, presented specifications for laying the flagging on said 
sidewa.lk on the .east side of Thomas Avenu~; and also the 
estimate of Mr. Wm. Coogan, for the work at 25 cents per 
square foot, which was the lowest bid he was able to obtain. 

He also stated that the total cost of.the work would, not exceed 

$1,000. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the specifications presented by the Engineer 
of the Oonstruction for laying the flagging on the !;irlewl1lk 
on the east side of Thomas Avenue i'rom the new Fordham 
School Hom~e to the southerly line of the King"bri~ge Road be 
approved, that the contract be awarded to Mr. William Ooogan 
at 25 cents per squarefoot,not however to excceed in the aggre
gate $1,000; that the President be; and hereby is, authorized to 
execute said contract for and on behalf of this Department; 
and that Mr. E. B. Van Winkle he, and hereby is, appointed 
City Surveyor on said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Fire Hydrants on Madison Square. 

From the Commissioner. of the Department of Public 
Works, requesting permission for that Department to place 

fu.:e hydrauts' on the west side of Madison Square. 



432 [ Wednesday, 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be given to the De
partmElllt of Public Works to place fire hydrants on the side
walk on the west side of Madison Square, under the super
vision of the Superintendent of Parks. 

Adopted. 

Museums of Art and Naturaillistory. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of a resolution adopted by that 
Board on the 21st November, 1876, authorizing the Comptrol
ler of the city to issue" Museum of Art and Natural History 
Stock," to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, Sept. 20, 1876, p. 292). 

Filed. 

Inauguratiou of Lafayette Statue . 

. From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted by 
that Board on Nov. 21st, 1876, viz: 

Re¥Jlved, That the sum of two hundred and seventy-seven dollars be, and the 
same is hereby, transferred from the appropriation ., Contingencies-Mayor's of
fice," 1876, the same being in excess of the amount required for the purposes and 
objects thereof, to the appropriation for" Inauguration of the Lafayette Statue," 
18'76, for which the same is required." 

(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 365). 

Filed. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

Maintenance of Twenty-third and Twenty -fourth \Yards. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion

ment, forwarding copies oUhe two following resolutions adopted 

by that Board on November 23d,)876, viz: 
Re .• olved, That the sum of $10,000 be, and the sanw is hereby, transferred from 

tbe appropriation" Salaries, Police-Department of Public Parks," 1876, the same 
beipg in excess of the amount required for the purposes and objects thereof, to the 
appropriation" Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places," 1876, the 
amount of said approp"iation being insufficieIlt; wiJich said sum shall be applied 
to 1md used solely for the payment of labor reqnired, aud for the purchase of 
necessary material for the care and preservation of the public parks and places for 
the remaindet' IIf the present year, and not for the payment of salaries of any otli-
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cera or employees, other than laborers, of the said Department. This transfer be 
ing made to protect the public property and to provide for the public convenience. 

Resolved, That the sum of $5,000 be, and the same is hereby. transferred from 
the appropriation "Salaries, Police-Department of Public Parks," 18'16, the 
same being in excess of the amount required for the purposes and objects thereof, 
to the appropriation" Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places," 18'16, 
the amount of said appropriation being insufficient; which said Bum shall be ap
plied to and used solely fO\' the payment of labor and materials required for re
pairs of roads, avenues, streets and public places in the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, for the remainder of the present year, and not for the payment of 
salaries of any officers and employees, other than laborers, of said Department. 
This transfer being made to provide for the public convenience and necessity. 

. Filed. 
(Minutes, Sept. 20, 18'16, p. 29'1) . 

Inspection paving Third Avenue; 

Maintenance of the Parks, 18'12. 

From the Setlretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding copies of the following resolutions adopted by 
that Board on November 23d, 1876, viz: 

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and ninety-seven dollars ($297) be and 
the same is hereby transferred from the appropriation" Independence Day, Cele
bration of," 18'16, the sam. e being in excess of the amount required for the pnrposes 
and objects thereof, to an appropriation to be entitled" Inspection paving Third 
Avenue," for which it is reqnired. 

Resolved, That the sum of fifty-four dollars and thirty cents ($154.30). be and the 
same is hereby transferred from the appropriation" Independence Day. Celebra
tion of,". 18'16, the same being in eXC($S of. the a·nount required for the purposes 
and objects thereof, to the appropriation for" Maintenance and Government of 
Parks and Places," 1872, the amount of said appropriation being insufficient. 

(Minutes, July 19, 18'16, p. 1'18). 

Filed. 

159th Street. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation stating,· that it is 
necessary to appoint another Commissioner to assess the ex
penses of regulating and grading 159th Street, in the place of 
Mr. William F. Hall, heretofore appointed. 

(Minutes, March 18, 18'16, p. 691). 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that Mr. Edgar Williams be 
appointed such commissioner in the place of Mr. Wm. F. 
Hall, and presented the following appointment of Mr. Williams, 
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signed by the Counsel to the Corporation, which he moved that 
the Commissioners also sign. 

Adopted. 
The appointment was then signed by all the commis

sioners. 
ApPOINTMENT. 

lVhereas, The late Board of Tl'Ustees of the town of Morrisania duly authorized 
and executed a contract for the work hereafter mentiooed, but did not appoint 
Commissioners to apportion and assess the expenses thereof, as directed by Sec
tions 47 and 48, Chapter 277, Laws of 1864, 

And. w"erea.., the CommiAsioners of the Department of Public Parks of the City 
of New YOI'k, and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city did, on the 18th 
day of March, 187o, duly appoint, in pursuance of the provisiollA of Section 9, 
Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, William F. Hall, together with others, as such Com
missioners, 

And, whereas, the said William F. Hall has declined to accept said appointment 
and to act as such Commi>sioner, 

Theref,)fe, we, the undel',i~ned, the Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of ~ew York, and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city, 
do hereby, in pursuance of the authority in us vested by said Section 9, Chapter 
829, Laws of 1874, appoint 

EDGAR WILLIAMS, 
of New York city, an owner of a freehold estate, liable to taxation therein, and 
who is not interested in or affected by said work or improvement, a Commis
sioner, in the plnce and stead of the said 'Villi am F. Hall, to assess the expenses 
of the following mentioned work or improvement., namely: 

Regulating and grading Waverly (159th) Street, between Third and Washing
ton A venues. 

Dated this 29th of November, 1876. 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 
H. G. STEBBI~S, 
J O"EPH J. 0' DONOHUE, 
W~I. C. \VETMORE, 

Oommissioners of the Departmmt of Public Parks of the City of New York. 

(Signed) WM. C. WHITNEY, 
Counsel to the Corporation of the Oity of New York. 

Mott Avenue. 

From Mr. Edson Bradley and other owners of property on 
Mott Avenue, requesting that permission be given to Mr. M. C. 

Turner to regulate and grade said avenue, from a point seven 
hundred feet south of 158th street to 165th street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
granted upon the following .conditions, viz. : 

1st. That Mr. M. C. Turner deposit with the Department 
the amount of the surveyor's fees on said work. 



November 29, 1876.] 485 

2nd. That the work is done under the supervision of the 
Engineer of Construction, and in accordance with the lines and 
grades established by this Department. 

3rd. That the consent of the property owners be obtained. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, ~tebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Museum of Art . 

. From Mr. Joseph. C. Brady, contractor for the carpenter's 
work of the Museum of Art, proposing to enclose all the open
ings of said building and put one window in each opening, for 
the'sum of $900. 

The Superintendent of .Parks, who was .present, stated that 
the Department had all the sashes required for such windows, 
'and he handed in an estimate of the foreman of carpenters for 
the balance of the work, at $4:00. 

Commissioner Stebbins thereupon moved that the Suparin
. tendent of Parks be directed to have said work of enclosing 
the opening of the Museum of Art, executed by the force in the 
employment of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4 .. 

Berrian Avenue. 

The Engineer of Construction, who was requested to be 
present, verbally stated that Mr. William Coogan had given 
hint an estimate to lay the flagging and cross-walk on Berrian 
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Avenue at 25 cents the square foot, which was the lowest bid 
he could obtain form responsible parties. He then presented 
specifications for the work and the estimate of Mr. Coogan. 

(Minutes Nov. 8. 1876, p. 399.) 

The PRESIDENT thereupon offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the specifications presented by the Engineer 

of Constrnction for laying flagging and a cross-walk on Ber
rian Avenue, between Kingsbridge road and Isaac street, be 
approved; that the contract be .awarded to Mr. William 
Coogan at 25 cents per square foot, not, however, to exceed 
in the aggregltte $1,000; and that the President be authorized 
to execute said contract for and on behalf of this Depaciment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was deterIJ?ined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as followR : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'DonoHue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner O'Donohue, Chairman of the Auditing Com-" 
mittee presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to ~he Board for approval. 

Byrne, James E., oats, corn and bran ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 
Crimmins, John D. &; Thos. E., stone and 

sand ................. " ..... , .••.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Crombie, Thomas J. lumber ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... $72 00 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards. . . . 26 45 

pouglBBs, W. P., rent Mus. of Art ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

GOl'don, Robert, Acting Treasurer, ex' 

pensee·Mu8. of Art ••••••••.•.•.•••. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

$180 ISO 

1,381 10 

98 45 

2,000 00 

8,194 25 
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Gold & Stook Telllgrapb Co., rent of line .. Mitint. and Govm't 

P. and P ••.• , • 116 62 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund... •....•• 46 88 

Morgan, J. Pierpoint, Treas., expenses 

Mus. N. History .•••................ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Merchant, S. L. & Co. Portland cement .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Pierson & Company, iron .............. City Park~ lmpt. 

Fund .... , .... 

Slattery, John, screened gravel. ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....•... 

Wehner, B. E., Norway spruce ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Stewart & Co., vitrified pipe .•......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund •..•..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

$5,856 69 

15,285 20 

$63 60 

15115 32 

21S1 211 

229 116 

4'19 41 

100 00 

2,'1'115 00 

$11,168 84 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ............•........ 26 45 

---$11,168 34 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven thousand one hundred and sixty

eight dollars and thirty-four cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, November 29th,18'16. 

JOSEPH J.O'DONOHUE, 

H. G. STEBBINS, } 
.A. uditing 

Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes ~ Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Foreman Treadwell. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, one of the commissioners to 
whom was referred the charges presented by Mr. James Miller 

against Foreman Treadwell, verbally reported that he had in

vestigated the matter of said charges, and had examined under 
oath, the following persons, viz_: E. H. 'rreadwell, Patrick 

Brennan, Benjamin Oakley, and James A. Melville, in relation 

thereto; that he found that the said charges were not sustained; 
and he recommended that they be dismissed. 

(Minutes, April 8, 1876, p. 739.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received, and that 
the recommendation of the Commissioner be adopted by the 

Board. 
Adopted. 

Peter McCusker, Gate-keeper. 

M~chael Halpin and Thomas Ryan, Night watchmen. 

Commissioner O'DONOHUE, whom the President had d'esig
nated to conduct the trial of gatekeeper Peter McCusker, on a 

charge of being absent without leave on November 8th, 1876, 
and also of night watchmen, Michael Halpin and Thomas Ryan, 
on a charge of being absent without leave on November 16th, 
1876, verbally reported that he had examined said charges; 

that in each case thBre appeared to be a sufficient excuse to 
justify the absence, and he therefore recommended that the 
charges be dismissed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and that 

the recommendation be adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 
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Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. R. M. Hoe and M;r. H. D. 
Tiffany were present. That they aTe property owners in the 
vicinity of that" portion of the 23d and 24th Walds east of the 
former town of Morrisania, for the laying out of which the 
Oivil and Topographical Engineer presented a map at the last 
meeting, and he moved that they be received. 

Adopted. ' 

Mr. R. M. Hoe a~d Mr. H. D. Tiffany were then received 
and heard, whereupon: 

The PRESIDENT moved that the consideration of said map be 
laid over until the next regular meeting, and that the Oivil and 
Topographical Engineer be directed to notify all owners of 
property interested that they will be then received and he"ard 
in relation thereto. 

(Minutes, November 22d, 1876, p. 417.) 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

The Engineer of Construction, who was requested to -be 
present, verbally reported that the condition of the flooring of 
the main spans of Central Bridge was in I}. dangerous condition, 

and should be repaired at once. That other portions ~f the 
main spans are also in great need of repair and should be 
attended to immediately. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

have the necessary repaIrs to said Oentral Bridge executed at 
ence, under the directions of the Engineer of Oonstruction. 

Oommissioner STEBBI~S moved that said resolution be 
amended by adding at the end thereof the following: 

That the PRESIDENT be reqnested to obtain from the Counsel 
to 'the Oorporation his opinion as to whether the authority 
given by the Common QOWlcil to this Department on the 26th 



440 . [ Wednesday, 

July, 1875, to have repairs to said bridge executed by days 
work, is exhausted; and that if he is of opinion that such 
authority is exhausted, that said work shall thereupon be 
discontinued. 

(Minutes, July 27th, 1875, p. 156.) 

The PRESIDENT put the questiun, whether the Board would agree 

to s::tid motion, to amend said resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 0' Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, as amended, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Bqard voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'D~mohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

The Engineer o~ Construction also verbally reported that the 

draw of the Third Avenue bridge, and the wheels under the 
draw, would require during the winter some repairs, the exact 
extent of which it was impossible to ascertain. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Engineer of Con

struction be directed to have snch repairs made to said Third 
Avenue bridge as are necessary. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor'" 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commiss::oners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

Riverside A venue. 

The PRESIDENT presen ted a letter from Messrs. Decker & 
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Quintard, contractors for improving and constructing Riverside 
Avenue, requesting that an additional force of engineers be 
appointed on said work, as the present force is insufficient to 
keep the work staked in advance, and he then offered the fol
lowing resolution: 

R.esolved, That Wilson Crosby, WilJ.inm B. Pierce, Charles A. 
Mapes, and James Dempsey, be, and hereby are, appointed to 
the following named position!! upon the work of improving and 
constructing Riverside A venue, at such rates of pay as the 
Board shall hereafter determine, namely: 

Wilson Crosby, as chainman. 
Wm. B. Pierce, as chainman. 
Charles A:Mapes, as chainman. 
James Dempsey, as chainman, to act as inspector. 
That said appointments shall take effect from the 27th 

in~anl . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

A.yes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 
Commissioner O'DONOHUE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Patrick Norton be, and hereby is, appointed 

as a chainman to act as an inspector, on the work of improving 
and constructing Riverside Avenue, at such rate of pay as the 
Board shall hereafter determine. 

(Minutes, November 22,1876, p. 422.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
A.yes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmore-4. 

Edward P. North. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Edward P. North be, and hereby is, appointed 
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Superintendent 6f the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 
from and after Decemoer ]st, 1876, and that his pay be fixed at 
the rate of $2,500 per annum. 

(Minutes, October 9,1876, p. 340.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commis::;ioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 

Wetmol'e-4. 

Laborers for the Twenty.third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that twenty aJditional laborers be 
employed in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, Nov. 8, 1876, p. 401.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, O'Donohue, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins. 

Broken Stone for the Roads in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the price of $2.15 per cubic 

yard, fqr which Messrs. Slattery, Ryder and Bouker had offered 

to deliver screened gravel and broken stone on the roads in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards was for what is known 
as screenings, hut that if larger sized broken stone is required, 

they will deliver it at $2.94 per cubic yard . 
. He then moved that the Treasurer be authorized to pu·rchase 

such broken stone, of sizes larger than screenings, as may be 

required, delivered on the roads, &0., of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty ·fourth Wards, at a price not exceeding $2.94 per cubic 
yard, and in quantities not exceeding in value $1,000. 

(Minutes, October 18, 1876, p. 364.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Boamiwould' 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in theaftirmative,. 
a ~ajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, O'Donohue, 
Wetmore-4. 

At this point Commissioner O'Donohue left the ,meetin& 

The PRESIDENT then presented' and read' the following 
communications: 

Steam Engihh. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty .. 
fourth Wards, stating that the Jockey Club, throughtlleili 
secretary, Mr. Wheatley, had applied for the loan of the steRm 
pumping engine to assist in flooding certain grounds near 
Jerome Park, for the purpose of making a rink, and had offered 
to take care of the engine during the winter, and asking instrue
,tions in the matter. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent' of, the, 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be authorized to lend, 
said engine as requested. 

Adopted. 

Newspaper Stand on Madilon 8qIulre. 

From Mr. Jo!'\eph Cronin, asking permission to erect a news
papel' stand on Madison square. 

Request refused. 

Laying out Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth· Wards, 

From Ann L. Freehorne and Eliza Barstow, owners of prop
erty, requesting that the map of the district east of'th~ farnier 
town of Morrisania, and between WestchesUn-' , Rbad" a.n'd c 
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Boston Road, submitted by the Oivil and Topographical Engi
neer, be adopted and filed. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 18'76, p. 439.) 

Filed. 

Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a requisition from the Land
scape Architect, d.ated 28th Nov., 1876, for certain plants for 
Tompkins Square, the estimated cost of which he stated was 
$500, and he moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
purchase them. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all ~he members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Swedish School House. 

The Landscape Architect, who was present, stated that the 
Swedish School House, which has been erected on the grounds 
of Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, win shortly be sold. 
That it is a very ornamental, useful, and well-built structure 
of wood, and would be suited for the Oentral Park, where such 

a structure is much needed on the west siele of the Park. That 
a similar house could not be built for less than $5,000 or 
$6,000. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT be authorized to purchase the 
Swedish School House erected on thA grounds of the Cen
tennial Exposition, at a price not exceeding $1,500. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree tOBaid resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

J 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor. 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the· PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at J 1 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 6th December, 1876, 
at the hour of 9 o'clock A. M. 

/ 

WM. IRWIN, 
S~etary D. P. P. 
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! ,.1 MONDAY, DE(jEMBER 4th, 1876. 

" 

SPECIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the Presi
dent: 

MR. WH. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 

CITY OF No:w YORK, } 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

86 Union Square (East).-lst December, 1876. 

S~r-You will please call a special meeting of the Board on Monday, the 4th 
day of December, 1876, at 9 o'clock A.M., for the transaction of such business as 
shall require attention. . 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Pl,'esent-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
• " STEBBINS. 

The PRESIDENT presented a telegram from Commissionex: 
O'Donohue, stating that he was unable to be present. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
'+ the previous meetings of November 22d and 29th, 1876, was 

dispensed with. . 
The following communications were presented and read: 

Streets in--28dWcird. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, forwarding the peti

tioll ~ the matter of the opening of 138th Street and other 
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streets in the 23d Ward, for the appointment of Commissioners 
of Estimate and Assessment, and requesting that the Commis

sioners wouid sign same. 
(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 231.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said petition be signed by the 

Commissioners, and returned to the Counsel to the Corpo

ration. 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting upon the un

safe condition of Central Bridge, and estimating the cost of 

replacing the main spans of the bridge with iron in place of 
wood, at $42,000, and of replacing the trestle work of the ap
proaches, in the same manner, at $20,000. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a copy of said communication .. 

be t~'ansmitted to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 

and that the attention of that Board be called to the necessity 
of a sufficient appropriation for the maintenance of the Harlem 

River Bridges during next year. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the' Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Vetmore-3. 

Maintenance of the Parks-Skating. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the balance of the appropria_ 
tion for the maintenance of the Parks was not sufficient to 

enable the Department to erect lhe skating and curling houses 

as usual, and to employ the men necessary to keep the ice 

cleared and snow swept off, and he moved that an applica
tion Qe made to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

for a transfer of $5,000 from the appropriation for the police, 

" , 

,.' 
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for which it is not required, to the maintenance and govern
ment of Parks and Places. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1876, p. 432.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

City Hall Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Messrs. J.~& W. C. Spears, the 
contractors for the mason work at present being executed on 
the New County Court House, applied to the Department for 
permission to place a quantity of sand excavated from the 
foundations of said building upon some portion of the City 
Hall Park; that it will injure the grass wherever it is placed, 
.but that the contractors are willing to enter into an agree
ment, with sureties, to repair all injury done, and to remove 
the sand in a reasonable time. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission reo 
quested by sltid contractors be granted, on their executing an 
agreement as proposed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to. said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-So 

On motion of the PRESIDEN'f, the Board adjourned at 9.30 

o'cl,ock a. m. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6th, 1816. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the reading o{the minutes of the 
previous meetings of November 22d and 29th, and December 
4th, 1876, be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affir
mative, a majority of all the members of the Board who were 
present voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W etmore~2. 
No.-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Proposals for Lighting the Lamps. 

A.t the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., the Comptroller 
of the City entered, and the meeting being opened to the public, 
the President of the Department, in the presence of the Comp-

. troller and of such of the parties making proposals as desired 
to be present, opened the estimate box, and then and there 
public1y opened and read all estimates which had 'been re
ceived for furnishing illuminating material to, and lighting, 
&c., all or any portion of the public lamps o:r;t t,b.e public PaJ~J 
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places and bridges of the city of New York, under the control 
of the Department, except the ornamental lamps at the north 

end of Union Square, from the 1st day of January, 1877, until 
the 30th day of April, 1877, both ~ays inclusive. 

(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 362.) 

The following proposals were received, in all of which the 
illuminating material proposed to be used is stated to be gas, 
namely: 

BIDDERS. 

l. The New York Gas LightCn ....... . 
2. The Manhattan Gas-Light Co ...... . 
S. The New York Mutual Gas-Light Co. 
4. The Metropolitan Gas-Light Co .... . 
5, The Harlem Gas-Light Co ......... . 

For the illuminating material for each 
lamp, and for the lighting, cleaning 
and reglazing the same, and replacing 
the cocks, tubes, stand pipes, burners 
and other appliances which may be 
uaed for a like purpose, and cross
heads, lamp irons and lanterns thereto. 
and keeping each lamp and lamp-post 
in thorough repair. 

$12 00 
12 00 

8 00 
13 00 
13 50 

The portions of the City included in the foregoing proposals 
areas follows 

1ST. THE NEW YORK GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

The district lying south of the centre of Graud Street from the East River to 
Sullivan Street, and Canal Street to the North River. 

2ND. THE MANHATTAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 
That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: 
On the north by the centre line of Thirty-fourth Street. 
On the east by the East River. 
On the $outh by the centre line of Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets. 
On the west by the North or Hudson River. 

3RD. THE NEW YORK MUTUAL GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

Union Square, bounded by Fourth Avenue, Broadway, Fourteenth Street and 
Sevllnteenth Street. 

Madison Square, bounded by Madison Avenue, Broadway, Twenty-third Street 
and Twenty-sath Street. 
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TGmpkins Square, bounded by Avenue A, Avenue B, Seventh Street and Tenth 
Street. 
. yv ~shi!lgton Square, bounded by Wooster Street, McDougal Street, Fourth Street 
and Waverly Place. 

Jackson i:lquare, bounded by Horatio Street, Greenwich Avenue and Eighth 
Avenue. 

Cooper Institute Square, bounded by Third Avenue, Fourth Avenue and Seventh 
Street. 

Worth Monument, bounded by Fifth A venue, Broadway and Twenty-fifth 
Street. 

Washington Monument, at junction of Fourth Avenue and Four*eenth Street. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-third Street. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth Avenue and Tw.enty-fourth Street. 
'Franklin Monument, Printing House Square. • 

4TH. METROPOLITAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the city of New York designated by red lines on a map' an· 
nexed to the proposal, except the north side of Transverse Road No.2, in the Cen
tral Park. 

The portions designated by red lines on said map are as follows, viz. : 
Transverse Road No.2 in the Central Park. 
Transverse Road No.1 iu the Central Park. 
The circle at the junctiou of Eighth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street. 
The entrance to the Central Park at Fifth Avenue and Fifty.ninth Street. 
The Plaza, at the junction of Fifth Avenue and Fifty.eighth Street. 
Park Avenue Parks frolp the north side of Thirty-fourth Street to the south side 

of Fortieth Street. \ 
Reservoir Park, bounded by the distributing reservoir, Fortieth Street; Sixth 

Avenue and Forty.second Street. 

5TH. THE HARLEM GAs-LIGHT OOMPANY, 

That portion of the city of New York bounded os follows: By a line com
mencing at the intersection of the centre line of Seventy.ninth Street and the East 
River, running thence along the centre line of said Seventy-ninth Street and the 
centre line of Transver;;e Road No.2, to the Hudson Riyer; thence along said 
Hudson River to Spuyten Dllyvil creek; thence along said creek to the Harlem 
River; thence along said Harlem River and through the draws in the Central and 
Third Avenue Bridges to the East River. and thence along the East River to the 
centre line of Seventy.ninth Street, the place of beginning. . 

. _._--_ ....... - ------
The Oomptroller of the city then retired, and the Board 

resumed the order of business. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

. Repairs to Streets in 23d and 24th Wards, 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Wor~s, 
acknowledging the receipt of a letter from the President of 
this Department, calling his attention to the mannel' in which 
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the pavement is replaced over Croton pipes laid by that De
partment in the 23d Ward, and stating that he will have such 
portions of the pavement repaired as soon as practicable; also 
that if this Department will furnish him with the names of 
plumbers who neglect to properly replace the pavement re
moved by them after notice from this Department requiring 
them to do so, he will revoke their licenses . 

• (Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 370.) 

Filed. 

Steam Roller. 

From the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works 
offering, in reply to a request of the President, to lend the 
Department a steam roller for the repair of the roads in the 
23d and 24th Wards, on condition that it is returned in as 
good order as when received. 

Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, notifying the Department that the Board of Esti

. mate and Apportionment had, on the 1st of December, 1876, 
~uthorized the Comptroller to issue $25,000 of the "City Parks 
Improvement Fund Stock." 

(Minutes, Nov. 15, 1876, p. 410.) 

Filed. 

Transfers of Appropriations. 

:From the Comptroller of the city, in relation to the transfers 
authorized by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on 
the 23d November last, and of the special purposes to which 
sa:llie are applicable. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1876, p. 432.) 

Filed. 
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Statue of Liberty. , 
From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the De-

partment designate a site on west side of Madison square, 
opposite the Fifth Avenue Hotel, for the erection of the arm 
of the Statue of Liberty, and also that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to have.the necessary foundations made for 

placing the arm in positi@n. 
(Minutes, November 29, 1876, p. 429.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the site recoillmended by the 
Landecape Architect be approved, and that the Superintendent 
of Parks be directed to have the necessary foundations pre

pared, the cost of which shall be charged to the City Parks 
Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was dete~mined in the affirmative, 

)- a majorit.y of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Broken Stone for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth. Wards, stating that he has ascertained that the lowest 
price broken stone can be procured, delivered on the roads 
of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, is about $2.90 , 
per cubic yard, or delivered 't1t the docks, $2.30 per cubic 
yard. That .gneiss . rock can be procured along the roads 
where most required, and arrangements can be made with 
parties to break it for about $1.20 per cubic yard. That the 
cost to the Department of haul~ng, &c., would be about 92c. 
per cubic yard, and on the lSouthern Boulevard $1.27fler cubic 
yard, being respectively 52.12 and $2.47 per cubic yard. He, 
therefore, l'ecommelided that arrangell1ents be made to procure 
in this manner thE! following quantities at the foUo,,-,ingplaces, 
"fizj I 
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800 cubic ya~d8 at or near Tibbitt's Brook Bridge. 
800" " " Mr. H. Barn!>y's. 
800 " Mosholu Avenue and Riverdale Avenue. 
800 " Irishtown. 
800 " on Spuyten Duyvil Road. 
200 " at Mr. Isaac Johnson'~. 
300 " " corner Main street, West Farms. 
800 " " corner Southern Boulevard and Pelham Avenue. 
800 " " corner Tremont Avenue. 
800" " • " or near Home Street. 
800 " " or near Hunt's Point Road. 

The PRESIDENT moved thah the recommendations of the 

Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 
be approved, and that he (the President) be authorized to 
make arrangements to have an amount of stone, not exceeding 

the quantities above mentioned, broken at tLe places named, 

at a cost not exceeding $1.20 per cubic yard, or to have the 
stone quarried, hauled, broken and delivered at said places, at 
a price not exceeding $2.47 per cubic yard. 

(Minutes, November 29, 1876, p. 442,) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

Teams for the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintenden t of the '23d and 24th Wards, stat-

, ing that he could, with economy to the work, use three more 
double teams for a few days. 

The PRESIDENT moved that three additional dO"dble teams be 

employed in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of an the members of the Board not voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

NQ...:;;...0ommissionel' Stebbins-I. 
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Menagerie. 

,From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. J. F. 
Sparkman, of No. 78 Beekman street, desires to obtain a deer, 
which the Department can spare, and that in exchange he will 
give the Department one pair of red-,cheeked parrakeets from 
East India, and one pair of gray-breasted parrakeets from 
.Montevideo, which are rare birds, and desirable for the Men
agerie. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Director of the 
.Menagerie be anthorized to make the exchange offered by .Mr. 
Sparkman. 

Adopted. 

American Museum Natural History. 

From .Mr. A. S. Bickmore, reqnesting that the Department 
would make for the American Museum Natural History some 
boxes for the purpose of shipping stuffed animals to Japan. 

Commissioner ST;EBBINS moved that it be referred to the 
President with power, to have said boxes made when the ap
proval of the application by the President of the American 
Museum of Natural History is obtained. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to ~aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board 'voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Aye8.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

H. BOllten. 

From Henry Bouten, a laborer detailed as a night watchman, 
stating that on the 18th November, 1876, while on duty, he was 
attacked by some parties and stricken f,enseless to the ground. 
That he was"in consequence, compelled to be absent for a few 
days, and asking to be allowed pay for the days he was absent. 

The PRESIDENT shtted that he had investigated the matter, 
and was satisfied that Mr. Bouten was attacked by some men, 

who had been discharged from the Department for negl~ct of 

• 
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. duty, and who believed that Mr. Bouten had. given the infor
mation of their neglect, and he recommended that Mr. Bouten 
be paid for the time he was absent on account of the injuries 

received. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that Mr. H. Bouten, 
laborer, detailed as night watchman, be paid his full pay for 

the time he was absent on account of said injuries, commenc
ing on the 18th No,ember, 1&76. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

• Engineering Corps.-Daniel Campbell. 

From Mr. Daniel Campbell, formerly connected with the 
engineering corps of the Departmellt, requesting that he be paid 
the sum of $39 due him for work done for the Department. 

The PRESIDENT stated that this subject had been investigated 
by Commissioner Stebbins, who reported on Sept. 20, 1876, in 
favor of paying Mr. Campbell for thirteen days' work at $3 per 
day, and he then moved that so much of said report as relates 
to the amount due to Mr. Daniel Campbell be adopted and 

approved by the Board. 
(Minutes, Sept. 20, 1875, p. 297.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, ani! it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majotityof all the members of the Board voting in favor 
. thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins,Wetmore-3. 

Ice on the Pool. 

From the Knickerbocker Ice Co. offering $700 for the pl'iv-
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ilege of taking the ice from the Pool in the Central Park dur
ing this winter season. 

(Minutes, August 80, 1876, p. 265.) 

The Landseape Architect, who was present, reported that 
the banks of the pool, the trees and shrubbery, were, in previous 

years, injured by the persons to whom the right to take the 
ice was given, and that the cost of repairing the injuries in the 
spring was greater than the amount received for the ice. 

The PRESIDENT thereupon offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That no permission be granted to cut or take the 

ice from the pool in the Oentral Park during the present win
ter season. 

Adopted. 

City Parks Improvem6nt Fund . . 
The 'PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'fhat the Oomptroller of the city of New York be, 

and he is hereby, required forthwith to (\reate and issue, in 
such manner and under such regulations as he shall determine, 
a public fund or stock to be denominated "City Parks Im
provement Fund," to the .amount of seventy-five thousand 
($75,000) dollars, as authoriz8l1 by Ohap. 608, Laws of 1875, for 
the improvement and regulation of the several parkA, squares 
and places, which are now, or hereafter may be, under the 
control and management of the Department of Public Parks. 

(Minute~, August 23, 1876, p. 261.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins and Wetmore-3. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the property owners in the 
district of the 23d Ward, east of the old town line of Morrisania, 
had been notified that the Board would receive them to-day, 
and hear their opinions in regard to the laying out of that 
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district, and especially in ~elation to the map submitted 
by the Civil and Topographical Engineer, on the22d Novem
ber last, of that portion lying east of the former town of 
Morrisania, and extending from Westchester Road to Boston 
Road; that they were now in attendance. He then moved that 

they he recei veel . 
(Minutes, November 29, 1876, p. 439.) 

Adopted. 

The following owners of property were then received, viz. : 
R. M. Hoe, C. D. Dickey, S. R. Filley, E. B. Fellows, J. J. Crane, Edgar 

Williams, Oliver Bryau, L. G. Morris, Theodore Wilkins, H. B. Dawson, 
J. Simpson, W. Simpson, Lyman Tiffany (Trustee of the Fox estate), H. D. 
Tiffany (representing the Tiffany estate), C. Bathgate, W. H. Caswell, W. S. 
Brown, li. D. PUl'roy (Alderman). Alexander'Dodin, Wm. Hall, C. White. F. E. 
Ives, Thos. Monahan (representing the Dater estate), P. N. Spofford (for himself, 
anol representing the estate of Paul Spofford), T. E. Macey, Charles Ritter, Charles 
Roth, W. F. Ash, B. G. Arnold, A. B. Hall, Thos. H. Faile (for himself and reo 
presenting the estates of E. G. Faile and George Faile), T. J. Pope, Walter 
Chisholm, C. H. Macey, C. B. Perry and Miner Trowbridge. 

After diseussion of the .subject of laying out the 23d and 
24th' Wards, and there being no objection raised to the par
ticular plan of the district presented by the. Oivil and Topo
graphical Engineer, but it appearing to be the desire of the 
property owners that the general plan of the district should be 
'first adopted; the President stated that the Oommissioners 
would consider that to be the opinion of the property owners, 
and would have it so recorded on th'e minutes of the Depart

ment; to which proposition they all agreed. 
The property owners then retired. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjonrned at 
11 o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 13th inst., at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

.' 
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WEDNESDAY, D.E{)EMBER 13,1876. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner 

" 
" 

MARTIN, President. 
STEBBINS. 

WETMORE. .' 
On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meetings of the 22d and 29th November, and the 
4th and 6th December, 1876, was dispensed with. 

The following communication was presented and read: 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT-CITY HALL, t 

New York, December 12, 1876. ) 
To the Honorable 

The Board 0/ Commissioners !Joverning the Department 0/ Public Parks. 
GENTLEMEN-I have the honor to notify you that I have to·day appointed 

James F. Wenman to be a member of the Board of Commissioners governing the 
Department of Public Parks, in place of Joseph J.O'Donohue, who has vacated 
his office by accepting, holding and retaining the office of an elector of President 
and Vice President of the United :;tates, and for the unexpired term of said 
Joseph J. O'DoilOhue, which expires on the 30th day of .April, 1880. 

Very respectfully. 
(Signed.) WM. H. WICKHAlI, 

Mayor. 

Filed. 

Mr. Burton N. Harrison, Secretary to his Honor the Mayor, 

was then received, and introduced James F. Wenman, Esq., 
whom the Mayor had appointed a Commjssioner in the place of 
Joseph J. O'Donohue, Esq: 

Commissioner WENMAN then presented his certificate of 
appointment. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the said certificate be 
entered at length on the minutes, and then returned to Com .. 
missioner WENMAN. 

Adopte€h 

• 
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The ,following is a copy of the certificate: 

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT. 

MAYOR'S OFFICE, ! 
City of New York.S" 

I, William H. Wickham, Mayor of the city of New York, by virtue of the 
power conferred by Chapter ,,35 of the Laws of 1873, beiug "An Act to reor
ganize the local government of the city of New York," do hereby appoint 

JAMES F. W ENMAN 

to be a member of the Board of Commissioners governing the Department of 
Public Parks, in place of Joseph J. O'Donohue, who has vacated his office, and 
for the unexpired term of said Joseph J. O'Donohue, which expires on the 30th day 
of April, 1880. 

And in pursuance of s:lid power, I do hereby issue this Certificate of Appoint
ment, .and have caused the seal _of the Mayoralty to be affixed ,hereto, this 12th 
day of December, 1876. 

(Signed,) WILLIA~[ H. 'WICKHAM, 

[SEAL] jJfayor of the City of New York. 

On motion of Comm.issioner Stebbins, the Board adjourned 
at 9.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Friday, the 15th inst., at 9 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 

,/ 
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FRIDAY, DE(}EMBER Iii, 18'16. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commission€)r MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previolls meetings of November 22d and 
29th, and December 4th, 6th and 13th, 1876, were read and 

r approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maintenance of Parks and Places, 1&'76. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, adopted' 
by that Board on the 6th December, 1876, viz. : 

Resolved, That thE' sum of $2,500 be, and the same is hereby, transferred from 
the appropriation, .. Salaries-Police T)epartment of PuLJic I'ark~," 1876, the same 
being in exeess of lhe amount rPqtlITf>d fOl' tlJ~ Jurpose" and objects tht·l'eof. to the 
apl'ropriation. "MaintE'nance and Government of Parks and PJaces:' 1876, lhe 
amount of said appl'opriation being insufficient. This amount is appropriated for 
the purpose of providing propel' .aceommodations and protection tor skating, 
to blip the ice cleaned, the snow swept and carried off, and to erect the necessary 
skating houses. 

(Minutes, Dec'r 4, 1866, p. 448.) 

Filed. • 
Sale of Granite Posts, &c. 

From th~ Superintendent of Parks; recommending that old 
material at Tompkins Square be sold, viz. : 49 dressed granite 
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posts, 4 granite buttress blocks, 4 pieces of dressed granite 

base, 8 spruce piles, and about 230 lineal feet of iron railing. 

The PRESIDENT movecl that said old material be sold by pub
lic auction . 

. The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board votingin favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aycs--Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Mott Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting three 

similar maps or plans and profiles of l'rfott A venue, from the 
Spuyten Duyvil & Port Morris Railroad to 165th Street, pre

pared for filing in accordance with the directions of the Board 

on November 3d, 1876. 
(Minutes, No,'. 3, 1876, p. 39;3.) 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following reso
lution: 

Resolved, Tbat nnder and by virtue of the powers conferred 
upon the Commif;sioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
by Chapters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1b74, and Chapter 436 
of the Laws of 187G, the said Commissioners do hereby layout 

, and designate as streets of the first class, the streets, roads and 
avenues shown by red lines and color on three similar maps 
or plans and profiles entitled, .. Plall and profile with field notes 
" and explanatory remarks showing the location, width, course, 
" windings and grades of Mott A yen ue and stl·eets cOllnecting 
" therewith. from the Spuyten Duyyil & Port }'.Iorris Railroad 
" to 165th Street, within that part of the city of New York 
" lying north and east of a line eomrn eneing at the termination 
" of the southerlY line of 155th Street, at or in the Hudson 
" River; runnjng thence easterly along said southerly line of 
" 155th Street, and a prolongation of said line to the middle of 
"Harlem River; and rUllI'iing thence tioutherly along the 
"middle of said Harlem River to the Sound, north of Ran
"del's Island; as laid ()ut and established by th'e Oommis
" sianers of the Department of Public Parks of the city 
"of New York, in pursuance of the provisions of Ohap-
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"ters 329 and 604 of the Laws of 1874, passed respectively 
"May 29th and June 5th, 1874. (Which said avenue 
"is designated as a street of the first class, in accordance 
"with Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876, passed June 2, 
"1876), and showing also the portions of streets discon-

t "tinued and cloFled by the said Commissioners." Dated 
"New York, December 11th, 1876," and signed "J. J. R. 
"Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, Department of 
"Public Parks;" the same beirg such as to the said Com
missioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the 
public good, and such as, in the jud~ment of said Oommis
sioners, are or may be needed fur tho convenience of the 
general public, either as main routes of travel or for drainage; 
and do hereby discontinue and close such portions of streets, 
roads and avenues heretofore laid out as are shown on said 
maps or plans by india ink shading; and do hereby desi~nate 
William R. Martin, the President, and one of the Commissioners 
of said Board, to certify and file said three similar maps or 
plans and profiles as provided by law. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of the members of the Board voting ip. favor 

thereof, as follow" : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Steam Roller. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 

that he had obtained from the Department of Public Works 

the loan of the steam roller which the Commissioner of that De

partment had offered to lend, and enclosing a copy of the re

oeipt he had given for it. That he had been obliged to employ 

the following persons for the time, and at the rates set op

posite their names respectively, namely: 

H. R. Searing, steam engineer, ana day at $3.50 per day. 
Henry Riley, steersman and watchman, one day at $2 per 

day. 
John Meehan, night watchman, 20 hours at 23 oents per 

hour. 

• 
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. That the persons he employed and the rates of pay men
tioned, are the same as those employed and paid by the De
padment of Public Works. 

That hereafter he will require the services of a steam en
gineer and a steersman whenever the steam roller is used, 
and also a watchman to care the roller; and he recommends 
t9at the persons heretofore employed by the Depadment of 
Public Works be employed at the same rate of pay allowed 
by that Department, viz. : 

H. R. Searing, steam engineer, at $3.50 per day, when the 
engine is at work. 

Henry Riley, steersman und watchman, at $2.25 per day 
when the engine is at work, and $2 per day at other times. 

(Minutes, Dec. 4, 1876. p. 451.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action of the Superintendent 
of the 23d and 24th Wards in employing H. R. Searing, Henry 
Riley a:r:d John Meehan, at the rates mentione:! be approved, 
and that he be authorized to empioy the said H. R. Sear
ing and Henry Riley, as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the' Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wellman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he had 
paid $13 express charges on a Salld Bill Crane sent to the 
Department from Minnesota, and that the bird is worth con
sidembl'y more tban that amount, 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie be 
allowed said sum of $13 in his bill for incidental expenses of 
the Menagerie. 

• 



r 

· December 15, 1876.] 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that there is 
a quantity of iron at Central Bridge. that belongs to the party· 
who had the contract for rebuilding the draw. That there is 
also a small quantity of iron there belonging to this Depart
ment. 

Also, from Thomas Hayden,· the person who had the COll

tract for rebuilding said draw, authorizing Messrs. McDougal 
& Potter to remove from Central Bridge all iron belonging to 
him. 

(Minutes, May 7, 1876, p. 16.) 

The PRESIDl!:NT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be; 
authorized and directed to allow said Thomas Hayden tore .. 
move from Central Bridge all unused ~on belonging to him, 
upon receiving receipts in full therefor from all parties. 

A.dopted. 

11l9th Street. 

From Mr. Fordham Morris, declining to act as commissioner 
to assess expenses of regulating and grading Waverley (159th) 
Street, between Third and Washington A. venues, on the ground 
that he does not own a freehold estate in the late town of Mor
risania, and recommending Mr. Henry Lewis Morris as a 
proper person to appoint in his place. 

(Minutes, March 18, 1876, p. 691.) 

The PRESIDENl' moved that Mr. Henry Lewis Morris be 
appointed, with the consent of the Counsel to the Corporation, 
a commissioner to assess the expenses of reg«1ating au'li grading' 
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Waverley (15~th) Street,· between Third and Washington 
Avenues, in the place of Mr. Fordham Morris, who has declined 

to act. 
(Minutes, Nov, 29, 1876, p.433.) 

Adopted. 

Joseph Mazzini. 

From Mr. D. Huntington, President of the American Acad

emy of Design, reporting upon the model for the proposed 

'bust of .T oseph Mazzini, iq respect to its merits as 11 work of 

art, and stating that the work is worthy of acceptance. 
(Minutes, Nov. 15, 1876, p. 412.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the consideration of the 

subject of accepting the bust be laid over. 

Adopted. 

Statue of Liberty. 

From Mr. Bartholdi, thanking the Department for allowing 
the arm of the Statue of Liberty to be placed on Madison 

Square. 
(Minutes, Dec'r 6, 1876, p. 455.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History, 

From Mr. T. W. Rollins, contractor for the iron work of the 

Museum of Natural History, asking for a payment on account, 
&s there is a balance of $10,000 yet to be paid, and the cost of 
work to be done will not exceed $200. Said communication is 

indorsed by the Superintending Architect, recommending that 

Mr. Rollins be paid $8,000 on account. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Superintending Architect 

be authorized to prepare an estimate for said T. W. Rollins for 
an amount not exceeding $8,000, on account of said contract 
for the iron work for the Museum of Natural History. 
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The PRESI~ENT put the question, whether the Board w6uld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, w.etmore 
-4. 

Union A venne. 

Fro~ Mr. E. Barstow, protesting against widening Union 
Avenue in the 23d Ward. 

Filed. 

License to Supply Skates and Chairs on Central Park. 

From 'Mr. August Braun, making application for a license to 
supply skates and chairs on the ice in Central Park during the 
. winter season. 

Laid over. 

M. E. Sterne. 

From Mr. M. E. Sterne, Clerk, stating that he has been ab
sent from his duties in the Disbursing Office for some days, in 
conseq uence of a severe attack of sickness, and asking to be 
allowed full pay the time he was ill. 

I 

Referred to the Disbursing Clerk for his report. 

::lea Wall at the Battery. 

From Mr. Geo. W. Blunt, Pilot Commissione~, calling the at
tention of the Department to a report which he had made on 
the condition of the Battery sea wall, an~ offering to allow a 
copy of it to be made. 

(Minutes, Aug: 4, 1876, p. 232.) 

Referred to the President. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that to enable 
the work of laying the concrete flooring o~ the Museum of 
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Natural History to proceed, it will be necessary that the build
ing be heated, and recommending that four large stoves and all 
fixtures, together with coal for the purpose, be purchased. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the stoves and coal, as recom
mended by the Superintending Architect, be purchased for the 

Museum of Natural History. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority. of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

A1l1lit. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the Auditing Committee, pre
senied the following two reports : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Ames Plow Co., plow scrapers and 

points .... , ........... , ......... MainL, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards $27 22 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP....... 1 44 

28 6f) 

American District Telegraph Co., rent 

and services ................•...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... $6 79 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... 17 37 
23 16 

Anderson, Pierce &; Co, paints ..•....• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . $4'1 80 

Main. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... 871i 

. 
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Central Gas Light Co., gas, October and 

November .......•.....••......•... Harlem. R. B. 

Reps., Impt ... 

Croes, J. James, R, incidentaL ........ Surveying, laying 

ont, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber .....••...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Grant, Wm. H., services .............. Inspection, pavmt. 

3d Ave .•..... 

Gates, Church, E., & Co., lumber .... , . Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Gildersleeve, W. H., bread ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Griggs &; Co., salt hay ................ City Parks ImrA 

Fund ........ . 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Trens., expenses, 

Mus. of Art. .• ............. . ... Maint. and Govmt. 

$]20 00 

28 58 

138 77 

297 0(1 

769 OIS 

38 49 

36 85 

P. and P....... 456 17 
Horgan, Cornelius, meat Oct. and Nov .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.. . . . . .468 00 

Hosp, F. Philip, plants ............... , . City Parks Impt. 

Fund... ...... 177 50 

King, Jos.,. keep of horse •• " .... " ••.•. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 
and 24th Wards. SO 00 

King, Briggs & Co., files .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund... .... .. 5 75 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meters ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P....... 4097 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas Oct. and Nov.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P. • • . . . . $342 00 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .....•....... 

Irwin, Wm., incidentals .• ;.;; •. ;; •..•• Maittt and Govmt. 

P. atid P ••.. ; , , 

City Park. Iinpt. 

Fund ••••••• ;; 

104 00 

29 91 

44600 
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Maint., etc., 23d 

&; 24th Wards, 

,Tube, John P. & Co., wheels ............. Maint., etc.,' 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Labagh, W.O., salt .....•...•....... , .Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

lIL .......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

• P. and P ...... . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas-meter .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas Oct. and 

Nov .... ' .......................... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter .. Maint .. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas Oct. and 

Nov .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Moran &; Armstrong, labor and matls ... Museum of Art .. . 

Mott, J. t.., Iron Works, frames and 

covers .. ' ........................ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ... , : ..... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas meter. Maint. and G ovm't 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Co .. gas Oct. and Nov ... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... 

Scanlan, John P., milk ................. Maint. and.Govm't. 

P.and P ...... . 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables.. .. .. . ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Valentine & Briggs, rent ....... " ... , . Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Warner, Wyllys H., couplings ........ , . City Park Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Walsh, Coulter &; Flagler, lanterns and 

nails .••. , ••. , .. , ........ , , ... , .. Maint .• etc., 23d 

and 24th Warda 

[Friday, 

$26 62 

1 211 

4 00 

$1 88 

$84 22 

10 90 

I) 21S 

106 60 

1,08lS 40 

74 50 

590 00 

12,000 00 

141 57 

12 211 

1,252 00 

5 52 

32 05 

4000 

3 00 

\ 
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Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $6 25 

. Watson Mllnufacturing Co., labor and 

services. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• '.' Museum of Art ..• 

Woolman, G. S., dra~ing materials ..... Harlem R. R, 

Reps., Impt. and 

Maint ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . .. .... $4,554 99 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . .. ....•...••...•.• 596 40 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards................. 8'75 5'7 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

238 45 

58 58 

Metropolitan Mueeum of Art .•...•.........•• " . . ... . .. 20,400 00 

Inspection Paving Third Avenue. . ..... ..... ........ .. . 29'7 00 

$8 13 

8,400 00 

13 20 

$2'7,020 99 

-- --$2'7,020'99 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-seven thousand and twenty 

dollars and ninety-nine 'cents, 

(Signed) HENRY G. STEBBINS, t Auditing 
~ Oommittu. 

Ne,v York, December 13th, 18'76. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to .report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Architectural Iron Works, iron lathing. Mus. N at'l History. 

Bowen, Wm. H., sundries .•....•.... Rebuild'g&repair'g 

R R. bridge .••. 

Byrne, Jas. E., Agent, hay, corn. 

oats, &c ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Cook, Watts, Receiver, iron rods .•...• Mugeum of Art .•. 

Composite Iron Works Co., iron shut· 

tel's ............................ City Parks Impt .. 
# 

Fund. _ ...... 

, $54 00 

26 58 

204 14 

'72 00 

1'7'7 00 
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Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. City Parks tmpt. 

Fund ........ . 

Museum of Art .. . 

Devlin, Jno. B., trap blocks ........... ~aint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Dripps,M., maps .................... Surveying, laying 

Evans, Edwd. A., hoisting Webster's 

out, &c., 23dand 

24th Wards .... 

statue .......... : ............... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Faure, Alfred, plants. .. . . . . . .. . ..... City' Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 

Fitzsimons, M., tinning boat house ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ ]\faint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Liantard, A., M. D., services .......... ]\faint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., rivets and 

hose bibb .................... , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Imp/" 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$50 60 

14000 

$2 06 

1 25 

----

CityPa;ks Improvement Fund ......................... $1,153 85 

Maintenance lind Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ , . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ....... . 

Rebuilding and Repairing Bronx R. Bridges ............ . 

Museum of Natural History .......................... . 

Museum of Art ..................................... . 

211 20 

57 80 

RI 00 

26 58 

54 00 

212 00 

[Friday, 

$190 60 

33 00 

31 00 

175 00 

380 00 

370 00 

24 8e 

5 00 

3 31 

----
$1,746 43 

$1,746 43 
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Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventeen hundred and torty-six dol~ 

lars and forty-three cents. 

(Signed) H G S } 
A.lldiling 

• • TEDDINS, O'tt Jomm't eea 

New York, December 15th, 1876. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
\ above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether ~he Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
,a 'majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 
more-4. 

Wenman, Wet-

Treasurer's Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report of the late 
Treasurer, which was ordered to be prillt~d in the minutes: 

Department oj Public Parks in account with 

1876. 

Nov. 15. 

Nov. 15 } 
to 

Dec. 11. 

Nov. 15 } 
to 

Dec. 11. 
Dec. 11. 

Joseph J. 0' Donohue, Treasurer. 

OR. 

By balance. _ ........... _. __ ............... $2,888 68 

" cash received, licenses, permits and pound. 

DR. 

298 68 
:I 

---- $ ,187 36 

To cash paid tnto City Treasury .......•.... $1,228 68 

" balance................................ 1,958 68 

---- $3,187 36 

DR. 

Dec. 11. To cash in bank ........................... '" $1,709 26 

" "drawer......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 42 

(Signed) 

Monday, December 11, 1876, 3.30 P.M. 

---- $1,958 68 

JOSEPH J. O'DoNoHuE, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 
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flay of Foremen, dtc. 

The PRESIDENT stated that owing to the small amount of 
the appropriations remaining for the rest of the year, he 
had, on the 27th of November last, directed that the pay of all 
foremen, including the Mechanical Engineer and Superintend
ing . Gardener, be reduced $1.50 per day, until the 31st, inst.;· 
and he moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Engineering Corps. 

Commissioner HrEBBINs, from the Auditing Committee, 
moved that that Committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject of allowing pay for the work done 
by the members of the Engineering Corps between February 
1st and June 28th, 1876, and that s\id subject, so far as relates 
to Mr. John Bogart, the Superintending Engineer, be referred 
to the President to report. 

(Minutes, Sept. 20th, 1876, p. 297.) 

Adopted. 

Offices for Supt. 23d and 24th Wards for 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that it be referred to Commissioner 
W etmor~, with power to make arrangements for offices for the 
Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards for the year 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would. 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

. .Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wet

more-4. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill of Mr. J. Weidenmann, 

amounting to $99, for work upon the map of the Riverdale 
District of the 24th Ward, which the Landscape Architect and 
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Civil ana Topographical Engineer have been preparing, and 
which bill is certified by the Landscape Architect to be " correct 
in all respects," and Le moved that said bill be approved and 
payment authorized. 

(Minutes, Nov. 5th, 18'15, p. 3'10.) 

The PRESIDENNT pnt the question, whether the Board would 
• agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma~ive, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wet
more-4. 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Commissioner Stebbins be 
appointed a.committee to examine and audit the accounts of 
the late Treasurer from May ]st, ]876, up to and including the 
12th inst. 

(Minutes, April 21st, 18'16, p. 771.) 

Adopted. 

On mot~ri of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.45 
o'clbck A. M' I to meet on Wednesday the 20th inst., at 9 o'clock 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER ~Otb, 1876 . .. 
REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

'" 
Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Central Bridge' 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, stating that, in 

his opinion, the authority of the Department to repair Central 
Bridge by day's work, under the resolution of the Common 

Council of July 26!h, 1875, is exhausted. 
(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1876, p. 439.) 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that application be made to the 
Board of Aldermen for authority to repair said Central Bridge, 
from time to time, as may be necessary, by day's work. 

Adopted. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Civil and Topograph

ical Engineer, snbmitting a map or plan for laying out that 
part of the 24th Ward lying west of the Riverdale Road. 
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The PRESIDENT then presented a report upon the subject of 
laying out the 23d and 24th Ward8, and he moved that the 
two reports presented by the Landscape Architect and the 
Civil and Topographical Engineer, on the 22d November and 
on this date_ and also the report he presented, be printed as 

documents of the Board. 
(Minutes, Nov. 22, 1876, p. 417.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members' of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, ""tVetmore-3. 
No.-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

(See Documents No. 72 and 7~.) 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction, reporting that the Third 
Avenue Bridge is out of order, and that the draw cannot be 
moved. 

(Minutes, November 29, 1876, p. 440.) 

Filed. 

M. E. Sterne. 

From the Disbursing Olerk reporting, upon the application of 
Mr. M. E. Sterne, Clerk, for pay during the time he was absent 

on account of illness, and recommending that he be allowed 
pay during said period. 

(Minutes, December 15, 1876, p. 469.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that M. E. Sterne, Clerk, be al- . ./ 

lowed full pay during the time he was absent on account of his 
recent illness. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in tho affirma

tive, a majority of all the ll1ell1bers of the Board voting in 
favor therepf, as follows : 
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Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 
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Martin, Stebbins, Wenman,· 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. William Brennan, Contractor for Plastering the 
Museum of Art, requesting that the Department would furnish 

the coal to heat said building, so as to enable him to proceed 
v.'ith his work, and offering to supply eight large stoves at his 
own expense for the purpose. 

Laid over. 

Engineering Corps. 

From Mr. C. M. Harris, formerly a member of the Engineer
ing Corps, requesting payment of the amount due him for ser
vices during February, 1876, subsequent to the termination of 
his regular employment. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the claims of Mr. Harris and of 
Mr. E. Kennedy, together with that of Mr. Daniel Campbell, 
whose payment was authorized at the meeting of the 6th inst., 
were reported on by Commissioner Stebbins on September 
20th, 1876, who recommended that Mr. Harris be paid for 
thirteen days at $5 per day, and Mr. Kennedy for ten days at 
$3 per day. He then moved that so much of said report of 
Commissioner Stebbins, as relates to the payment of Mr. C. 
M. Harris and Mr. E. Kennedy, be adopted and approved by 

the Board. 
(Minutes, Dec. 6, .18'76, p. 458.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the afIh'mative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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. Mott .A. veniil!. 

From Mr. Jonathan Edwards, on behalf of the estate of Ger

ard W. Morris, and from Mr. Thos. B. Wilson, requesting that 
Mr. M. O. Turner be given permission to r~gulate and grade 
Mott Avenue from 165th street to the Spuyten Duyvil and 
Port Morris Railroad. 

Also from the Engineer and Surveyor of Street Openings 
. and Improvements, stating the amount of h~s fees in the mat
ter of regulating and grading 1\1 ott Avenue from a point 700 
feet south of 158th Street to 165th Street, to be as followFl : 

Preliminary survey ............................. , .. $107 33 
Regulating and grading.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 107 33 

$214 66 

The PRESIDENT stated Lhat Mr. Turner had deposited with 
the Department the sum of $214.66 to pay the Surveyor's fees; 
and he moved that said communications be filed. 

(Minutes, Novembbr 29, 1876, p. 434.) 

Adopted. 

Lighting the Lamps. 

J!'rom Mr. F. A. Brown, on behalf of the Globe Gas Light 
Company, of Boston, stating that that Oompany can not at pre
sent make arrangements to light the l11mps, but will be pre

pared to make a proposal to do so next May. 
From Mr. Rodman Gibbons, stating that he will submit pro

posals, on the 21st instant (to-morrow), for lighting the 

lamps. 
(Minutes, December 6, 1876, p. 451.) 

Filed. 

Reduction of Force Employed on Construction. 

From the Superintendent of Parks upon the subject of the 
necessary reduction of the force employed upon construction 

works. 
Received and laid over. 
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SeA Wali at the natterY. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, rep~rting thaJ; the late 

:. storm had torn up and washed away a portion of the stone 
I pavement in front of the sea wall at the Battery. 

That ihe wall is in such a condition, that a thorough repair
ing, if not an entire rebuilding, is needed, and recommending 

., th'at .R careful inspection of the wall be made by the Engineers 
of the Department. 

(Minutes Dec. 15, 1876, p. 469.) 

Referred to the' President. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the 
surveying and monumenting of twelve miles of streets in the 
24th Ward, which have been adopted by the Board, are now com
'pleted, and that, the preparation of tlle maps for filing is so far 

advanced, that with some additional assistance in draughts
me~, the whole can be finished before the end of the year. 
He, therefore, requests that he be allowed to employ Mr. Wm. 
Rumble and Mr. J. F. Perez, as draughtsmen, until the 
31st instant, at a compensation not exceeding $4 per day each, 
and that Mr. S. E. Warren, draughtsman, and Mr. 11. R. Guion, 
Assistant Engineer, be detailed to his office, temporarily, dur

ing the same time. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Civil and Topographical En
gineerbe authorizE-d to employ Mr. Wm.Rumble and Ml'.J. F. 
Perez as draughtsmen, until December 31st,1874, at $4 per 
day, each, and that Mr. S. E. Warren, draughtsman, and Mr.' 
B. R. Guion, Assistant Engineer, be detailed to his office during 

the-same time. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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Il. majority of .all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as. follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenmltn, Wetmore 

-4. 

Andit. 

Commissioner Stebbins, from the Auditing Committee, pre
sented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to'the Board for approval: 

Coogan, W m" labor .........•......... Flagging west side 

Marion Avenue 

between Kings. 

bridge Road and 

Ridge Street .. 

Early &; Lane, brooms ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.. ,. 

Harmer, Hays & Co., horse blankets .... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing materialB. ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........• 

Lawrence, F. W., labor and materials .. Museum Natnral 

History ...... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing, &c .... Maiut. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Maximillian, Mrs. M. K, loan of flags ... Inaugnration La· 

fayette Statue .. 

McDermott, P., speaking tubes ........ , Muse~m Natural 

History ...... . 

Rollins, True W., labor and materials ... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Rob~rt8, Stephen, labor and materials .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Slattery, James, broken stone ..... '" .. Harlem R i v e r 

bridges repairs, 

impts., & M ... 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. .•.....••.•.•••.• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•• 

$661 10 

25 50 

2 70 

11 20 

2,000 00 

19 85 

21 00 

78 00 

8,00000 

8,842 28 

871 61 

,'1200 
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Van Riper, Chall., powder and plowshares.Maint., etc., 28d 

and 24th Wards. 

Walsh, Coulter &; Flagler, hammers and 

picks ...........•.•............... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Weeks, D. C., &; Son, labor and materials. Museum of Art. 

Wheatly, R. R., hay and oats. , ......•. Maint... etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Weidenmann, I., work on map ...•.. , .City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... '" 

RECAPITULA TION. 

Maintenance and GOTernment of Parks and Places. . . . . . .. $97 50 

City Parks Improvement Fund.... ..................... 3,952 48 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............. , . . . III 69 

Harlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and maiPten-

ance ........................................... .. 371 61 

Flagging west side Marion Avenue, between Kingsbridge 

Road and Ridge street... ... ..... .. .. .. .. ..... . . .. .. . 661 10 

Museum of Natural History ........................... 10,078 00 

Museum of Art ......•. , • . . . . .. . . .. . . .. ............. 6,980 00 

Inauguration Lafayette Statue.... . . ....... .. .. .. . . .... 21 00 

$24 011 

29 67 

6,980 00 

35 112 

99 00 

$22,278 88 

----- $22.273 33 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-two thousand two hundred 

, and seventy-three dollars and thirty,three cents. 

New York, DecelI\ber 20th, 1876. 

(Si~~ed) H. G. STEBBINS, 

JAS. F. WENIIfAN, 
t Auditin!l 
f Oommittee. 

The PRESlf>ENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to tranE'mit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

• 
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a. ma.jority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, )Venman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Engineering" Corps-John Bogart. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the subject of allow

ing pay to Mr. John Bogart, Superintending Engineer, for 

services performed by him between February 1st and June 
28th, 1876, during which time his pay was discontinued; pre

sented a report in which he states, " I am ttf the opinion that .. 
"Mr. Bogart's claim is just and should be allowed and paid 

" from the fund authorized by Chapter 608, Laws of 1875." 
Accompanying said report is Mr. Bogart's statement of 

the number of days he was employed, viz., ninety-five days, 
which is certified by the Landscape Architect to be correct. 

Mr. Bogart was then received and explained his position, and 

the work he had performed during the period when his pay 
was discontinued. 

After discussion of the subject, Commissioner Wetmore 

;moved that the report of the President be received and adopted, 
and that Mr. Bogart be allowed pay for 95 days at $16 per day, 

I 

and that the amount thereof be charged to "City Parks 
Improvement Fund," as provided by Chapter 608, Laws of 

1875. 
(Minutes, Dec'r 15, 1876, p. 476.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question; whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the board vcrting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Martin, Wellman, Wetmore-3. 

Commissioner STEBBINS was, at his request, excused from 
voting. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the pay of the under mentioned 
emyloyes on ~the work of the improvement and construction 

of Rive~side Avtmue, be fixed at the rates set opposite their 
, names' respectively, to take effect from the date of their 

employment, namely :-
James C. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer .•...••....... $333 33 per month. 

Thomas H.Loomis, AS8istant Engineer................... '200 110 

Wilson Crosby, Chainman....... .......... ............. 188 33 

Henry M. Gilbert, Transitman .......................... . 

D. H. Haines, Leveller.......... • ••••......•......•••. 

Frank J. Angell, Rodman ••.........•••.•.•..•.•..•.•.. 

Wm. B. PIerce, Chainman .............................. . 

Charles A. Mapes, Chainmau. " ...... " ...........•..... 

.Arthur V. Abbott, Chainman ........................... . 

Patrick Norto~, Chainman as Inspector ................... . 

James Dempsey, Chainman as Inspector ......•.........•. 

(Minutes Nov. ~9, 1876, p. 440.) 

125 00 

100 00 

9000 

78 00 

78 1i0 

78 00 

70 00 

65 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the aflit'mative, 
a majority of all the members vf the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

A yes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

SteLbins, Wenman, 

Brook Avenue Sewer, B. R. Guion. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the pay of Mr. Bernard R. 
Guion, Assistant Engineer upon the work of constructillg 

. Brook Avenue Sewer, be fixed at $125 per month, to take 
effect from the date of his employmt'nt. 

(Minutes Nov. 22, 1876, p. 424.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof as follows: 

Ayes - Co~missioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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M orion Avenue •. Flagging. 

The PBESlDEl'>T presented the assessment roll for the work of 

flagging the sidewalk on the west sidewalk of Marion Avenue, 

from the Kingsbridge Roan to Ridge Street, together with the 

statement oJ the amOllllt and cost of the work, and moved 

that they be signed by the Commissioners, and transmitted to 

the BoaI'll of Ass.essors. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 310.) 

The PBESlDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
W dmore--:4. 

Fon'man W. F. Croft. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PUE:"IDENT presented a letter from Foreman Croft to 

the Superintendent of Parb, stating that as he had no man 

ullder Ins charge who understood the working of the double
purchase derrick on the scow used to take stone from 129th 

Street, North riYer, to Tenth Street, East river, for Tompkins 

Square, be had employed J aim Resler for that purpose, in order 

to get the work done cheaply and quickly, and that said Resler 
had worked for six days. 

Comm:ssioner S'f£BBINS moyed, that Foreman Croft be noti
fied to appear at the next meeting of the Board and give such 
explanation as he may desire ill relation to the violation of the 

rules of the Department in employing said John Resler with

out due authority. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to mid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8 - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 
Martin, Stebbins, Wenm.a.,n~ . 
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East River Park. 

,The PRESIDENT stated that there is no arrangement as yet 

made at the East River Park for the accommodation of the 
horses, sleighs, &c., of visitors to th~ park, and' he moved that 

temporary provision be m9.de for the purpose without expense 
to the Department, and under direction of the Superintendent 
of Pru:ks. 

The PRl:SIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbiu:;\, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Ice on the Pool, Central Park. 

Mr. James T. King was received at this point, Hnd heard 
upon the subject of granting permission to cut and take the ice 

in the Pool on Central Park. HI3 ·handed in a letter from Mr. 
Jacob Boehm, offering to give $700 for the privilege, ~nd to 
give security that he would do no injury to the Park, and he 
then m'ged the Board to recon>;ider its action ill deciding not 
to allow the ice to be cut this season. He then ret.ired. 

()linutes, Dec. 6, 1876, p. 458.) 

Edge!'ombe ROlld. 

Mr. George Lespinasse was then received, and Le urged, on 
behalf of the owners of property in the neighborhood of Edge
combe Road, that the map lately presented by the Civil and 

Topographical Engineer of changes in said road, be adopted. 
(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1876, p. 385.) 

The PRESIDENT .then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That under and by virtue' of the powers conferred· 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parkl'! of 
the city of New York, by Chapters 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
they do hereby layout the streets, roads, and avemles within 
the Twelfth Ward of the city of New York, shown on a map 
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or plan entitled a "Map or plan of the Edge(·ombe Road and 
connectillg streets from 155th l:;tl'eet to I73d Street, in the 12th 
Ward, as altered, amended, and est<tblished," dated "New 
York, October 24th, 1876," and signed .• J. J. R. CroeR, Civil 
and Topographical Engineer, Department of Public Parks," of 
the widths, extent, and direction that smd streets, roads, and 
avenues are desigllatecl on said map or plan by red lin(,s, 
fignres, and color; and that said Commis"ioners clo hereby dis
continne and "lose such streets, roads, aud aVeJllleS now existing 
or heretofore laid ont as are designated on said map by ilJdia 
ink shading; and that the widths, extent, and direction of the 
said streets, roads, and Hvenm S so laid out are such as to the 
said Comwissionels, or a m<ljority of them, seem most condu
cive to the puhlie good; lind that the President of the Depart
ment cause the saId seve I al streets, roads, and avenUt'S to be 
surveyed and designated by proper mOIluments, where the 
!lame are not already so cksignatell; an(l also that three simi
lar maps' l' plan ... , alld profih:s of the saUle, be prepared alld 
snbillitted t I this Board, to ue filed ill pursuance of said law 
above mentioned." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agrAe to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
-tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

the~t'of, as follows: 

Aye8 - Oommissioners Martill, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Vienna Bak,'ry, Madison Square. 

Mr. George Lespinasse was then further heard on behalf of 
)ll'. L. Flei;:chmann, who desire to obtain a license or permis

sion to erect a refreshment saloon and ladies' cottage on Madi

son Square, to be conducted as the Vienna Bakery at the late 
Oentennial Exposition at Philadelphia was. 

Mr. Lespinasse then retired, and Commissioner WETMORE 

moved that the consideration of said subject be laid over. 

Adopted. 
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Laying out the 23rd and- 24th Wards. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution ;' 
Resolved, That the President be rE-quested to obtain from 

General Georg·e S. Greene, a copy of tLe statement or 
memorandum read by him before the committee of the Assem
bly of last winter, in relation to the laying out of the newly 
annexed district, known as the -rwenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, and that the same be laid before the Commissioners at 
the next regular meeting of the Board. . . 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 479.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said resluotion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor. 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner StebbIns-I. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Election of Treasurer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now procee:l to 
elect, by ballot a Treasurer for the remainder of the year end
ing May 1st, 1877, in place of Ex-Commissioner O'Donohue. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT appointed the Secretary to act as teller. 
The Board then proceeded to ballot for Treasurer, with the 

following result: 

For CommissiQner Wenman, 3 votes. 
" " Wetmore, 1 vote. 

Commissioner Wenman having received the votes of a ma
jority of all the Commissioners, was declared duly elected 
Treasurer of the Board. 

(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 5.) 

Committees. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissione\" Wenman to ,the 
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positions on the Executive and Auditing Committees, formerly 

occupied by Ex·Commissioner O'Donohue. 
(Minutes, May 5, 1876, p. 8.) 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at· 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the ~7th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. Y. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, 

D. P.P. 



Fd,day. December 22, 1876.] 493 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 99d, 1876. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the PRESI
DENT: 

MR. WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. : 

CITY OF NEW YORK. } 
DJ:PARTMENT OF PUBLIO PARKS, 

36 UNION SQUARE (EAST). ' 

20th December, 18711. 

. SIR.-YoU will please call a special meeting for Friday, the 22d inst., at 9 
o'clock A. M., for the purpose of awarding the contracts for lighting the lamps. 

Respectfnlly. 
W. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the Minutes of 
'" the previous meeting of the 20th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Lighting the Lamps on the Parks, d:c 

From Mr. Hugh N. Camp, Treasurer of the New York & New 
Jersey Globe Gas Light Company, stating that, if·now allowed 
to bid. said Company shall do so at a price much below the 
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bids made by the coal gas companies, but that they would 
require from thirty to forty days to complete the neces8ary 
changes in the lanterns. 

Filed. 

!rom Mr. Rodman Gibbons, stating that on accouut of the 
short space of time for making the necessary changes in the 
lanterns, he is unable to submit .a proposal to light the lamps 
at present. 

(Minntes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 482.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.3) of the New York "Mu
tual Gas Light Company, to light, &c., the public lamps on the 
following named public parks and places with gas, from January 
1 st to April ~Oth, 1877, both days inclusive, namely, U n,ion Square 
(except the ornamental lamps at the north end of ~ald Square,) 
Madison Square, Tompkim~ Square, Washington Square,.T ack
son Square, Cooper Institute Square, Worth Monument, "T llsh
ington Square, Gasaliers at the junction of Fifth Avenue with 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Streets, and Franklin Monu
ment in Printing House Square, be accepted as the lowest bid; 
that the contract be awarded to said Compauy and that the 
President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for 
and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Dec. 6, 1876, p. 451.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmol'e-4. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the 
PrAsident and Treasurer, with power to award the contracts 
for lighting the lamps on the remaining public parks and places, 
or t.o make such other arrangements f.or lighting said lamps as 
they may deem best for the interests of the city. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmo: e 
~. / 

On motion of the· President, the Board adjourned ·at 10 
o'clock A. lIf. 

WlIf. IRWIN, 

Seaetary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD~ ", DECE~IBER ~7'.h, 187'6. 

ADJOURNED MEETING--9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

\VENMAN. 

'VETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 20ttt and 22d 

inst., were read and 11,PPl"OYCfl. 

The following communieations were presented and read: 

City ParkR Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Boal'd of Estimate and Apportion

ment informing the Depllrtl1lent, that OIl the 21st iust., the 

Comptroller of the city was authorized to issue $25,000 of 

" City Parks Improvement Fund Stock." 
(MinuteR. Jlee, 6, 1~76, p. 454.) 

Filed. 

,Elton Avenue. 

From E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, reporting upon 
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the work done by the contractors for rEgulating and grading 

Elton A,-enue between Third and Brook Ayenne~, and recom

mending that the order of the Board directing saill contractors 

to discontinue the work, be suspended until March 1st, 1877 

and that, if at that date j he rock work is all done, a further 

suspension of the order be made for one month, to allow 

reasonable time to surface the avenue after the frost is out of 

the ground. 
(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 357.) 

The PREf'IDE"KT moved that the operation of the preambles 

and resolutions adopted by the Board on the 18th of October, 

1876, notifying 1\1e88r8 .• James Hall and Michael O'Neill, con

tractors for regulating and grading Elton Avenue from Third 

Avellue to Brook AVt'nllG, to discontinue all work on said 

avenue, be suspended untilllhrch 1st, 1877. 

Adopted. 

Telegraph Vules, City Hall Park. 

From the Fire Dt,Jpartment, requesting permission to replace 

the old tefegmph poles with new ones, on Ohambers Street, be

tween Centre SLl"eet and Broadway. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 

. pe granted. 

Adopted. 

15Vth Street. 

The PRESIDENT presented the appointment of Mr. Henry 
Le\\is :Morris as a Gommissionef to assess the expenscs of 

W a verIy (15mh) Street, between Third aml Washington Avenues, 

signed by the Oounsel to the Corporation, and he moved that 

same be signed by the Commissioners, entered at length on 

the minutes anu filed. 
(Minu~es, Dec. 15, 18~6, p. 467). 

Adopted. 
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The Commissionprs then signed the said appointment, of 
which. the following is a copy: 

APPOINTMENT. 

/ Wlierell.~, The late Board of Trustee, of the town of MorrisaniR, duly authorized 
and executed a contract for the work hereafter mentioned, but did not appoint 
CommiRBioners to apportion and assess the expenses thereof, as directed by Sec
tion~ 47 and 48, Chapter 277, Laws of 1864 ; and 

Whereas, The Commicsioners of thp Department of Public Parks of the city of 
New York, and the Couns .. l to the Corporation of said city, did, on the 18th day 
of Marl'h. 18.6, duly appoint. in pursuance of the provisions of Section 9, Chapter 
329, Laws of 1874, Fordham Morris, together with others as such Commissioners; 
and ~ 

Wherea.~, The said Fordham Morris has declined to accept said appointment and 
act as such Commissioner, 

']'/'fl'e/'ore, we, the undersi!!:ne<l, the Commissionprs of the Department of Public 
Park" of the city of New York, and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city, 
do hel·,·by, in pm'suance of the authority in l1S vested by said Section 9, Chapter 
329, Laws of 1874, appoint 

HENRY LEWIS MORRIS, 

of New YOl'k city, an owner of a freehold estate, liable to taxation therein, and 
who is not intert'sted in or affect .. d by said work or improvement, a CommIS
sioner in the plHce of tllP sHid Fordham Morris, to asse>s the expenses or the fol
lowing melltioned work or improvemellt., namely: 

Re!!;ulating and grading Waverly (159th) Street between Third. and Washington 
Avennes. 

Dated this 27th of December, 1876. 

(Signed.) 

• 
(Signed.) 

''1M. R. MARTIN, } Commissioner.~ oftlie 
H. G. STEBBISS, Department of 
W. C. 'VETMORE, PubliC Parks of tlte 
JAS. F. WE~:YAN, Cdy oj New York. 

WM. C. WHrrNEY, 

Counsel to the Corporation 
oj the city oj New York. 

Wilson Crosby. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved, that the action of the Board 

in fixing the title of Mr. Wilson Crosby, as chainman, be re
considered. 

(Minutes, December 20, 1876~ p. 487.) 

Adopted, 

Engineers on Riverside ,Ay. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that Mr. James C. Ald
rich, Superintending Engineer on the work of constructing 
and improving Riverside Avenue, be directed to report in 

• 
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writing to the Board at its next meeting upon the duties per

formed by each member or the engineering force on said work. 

Adopted. 

W. F. Croft, Foreman. 

Mr. William :F. Croft, Foreman, was then received, in 
pursuance of the directions of the Board and explained that 

he ~ad authori7.ed ,John Resler to go to work on the scow 

because he had no man under him in the employment of 

. the Department who nndersLooc1 the wqrking of a double-pur

, chase derrick; that the Department waR paying for the hire of 

the scow, and that it wonld have cost the Department far more 
than the. pa3;' of lUr. Resler had he delayed the work and 

detained the scow until a lllan was appointed to do the work. 

Mr. Croft then retirec1. 

Commissioner STEBBIXR then moved that Foreman Croft be 

notified that the employment of John Resler, having been with

out authority, the Department will not pay him; and that any 

repetition of simiiar acts of violAtion of duty will not be per

mitted. 
(Minutes, Dec. 20. 18~o, p, ,481l.) 

Adopted. 

Vienna Bakery. :Madison Square. 

Mr. Leopold Friedman, of the firm of Lespinasse & Fried

man, was then received, and presented a communication from 

Mr. L. Fleischmann, requesting permission to erect a refresh-

• ment saloon and ladies cottage on Madison Square, similar in 

design to certain plans which he presented. 

(Minutes, December 20, 1876, p. 490.) 

Mr. Friedman then retired, and the subject was considered. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the application of Mr. L. Fleischmann, for per
mission to erect It building on Madison Square, for the purposes 
of a refreshment saloon and ladies' cottage, be, and hereby is, 
declined. 

Adopted. 

Office3 fOI' Superintendent 28ci and 24th Wards, for 1877. 

Com~issioner W~MORE, to whom it was referred to make 
arrangements for offices £01' the Superintendent of the 23d and 
24th Wards, for 1877, verbally reported tliat the present offices 

occupied by the Superintendent Itre the most commodious and 

hest suited for the purpose that are to he had in the locality, 
and he recommended th[,tt the President be author,ized to hire 

said offices for ~he year 1877, on the Hallie term'~, and at the 
same rent (viz., $40 per month) for which they are now hired. 

(Minute.,;, Deel'JIlber 15, 187o, p. 476.) 

Commissioner WENMAX moved that said report be accepted, 

and the recommendation therein be adopted by tl?:e Board. 
. The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the:Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was Cletermined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Hoard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

AJJt!8.-Commissiollers 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, St8bbins; . Wenman; 

Tce on the Pool, Central Park. 

Mr. James T. King was then received, and proposed, on be
half of Mr. Jacob Boehm, to take tIre ice from the Pool in Cen
tral Park by means of slides, and thus prevent the necessity of 

carting the ice over the grass, if granted the permisELion, as 
heretofore requested. 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 48H.) 

Mr. King then retired, when Commissioner WETjlfORE moved 

that the previous action of the Board in refusing to grant per-
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mission to take the ICe from the Pool in lJentral Park he ac1-

hered to. 

Adopted. 

Assistant.F 0reman Hagan. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on June 9th, ] 876, certain charges 

were made to the Boarc1 against Assistant-Foreman Hagan b'y 

Thomas Floyd and others. That on" September 20th, 1876, 

the Superintendent of Parks had forwarded certlLin other 

charges against the Stlme employe. That 011 both occasions 

the charges had been referred to Ex-Oommissioner O'Donohue 

to investigate and report, but, although some evidence had 

been taken by the Ex-Oommissioner, he had not made any 

report. 
(Minutes, Sept. 20, 1876, p. 292.) 

Oommissioner WENTh!AN then moved that said charges pre

ferred against Assistant-Foreman Hagan be referred to the 

President to examine and report upon. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill of Mr. John Mahoney, con

tractor for the plastering of the Museum of N atnral History 

building, for the final payment on his contract, and moved that 

it be referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Adopted. 

Thomas Bell. 

• The Pml:SIDENT presented a bill of Mr. Thomas Bell, ar~ount
iug to $17.85, for repairs to harness, &c., which was incurred 

by the late Superintendent of the 2i3d and 24th Wards, without 

authority. He stated that he had had inquiries made concern

ing it, and from all the information he could obtain, he believed 

\ 
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the work had been actually performed for the Department, and 
that the prices charged were reasonable. He therefore moved 
that payment of the bill be authorized . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether ,the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof; as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

License to supply Skates and Chairs on the Lake, Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that a license be granted 
Mr. August Braun to supply skates and chairs on the Lake, 
Central Park, from the 21st instant, and during the present 
winter season, and thltt his license fee be fixed at $5 for each· 
day on which there is skating on the Lake. 

(Minutes, December 15, 1876, p. 469.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

On motion of Co~missioner WENMAN, the Board adjourned 
at 11 o'clock A.M., .to meet on Wednesday, the 3rd January, 

1877, at 9 o'clock. A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3rd, 1817. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. . 
" WENMAN. 

'- The minutes f)f the previous meeting of Decem her 27th, 187f, 
were, reud, and approved. 

The following communication~ were presented und read: 

Museums of Art and Natur'al History, 

.Fr'm the Secretary of the Board of Efltimate and Appor
tionment, notifying the Department that the Comptroller of the 
city had been authorized, on the 29th ulto., to issue" Museums 
of Art and Natural History stock" to the amount of $25,000. 

(Minutes, November 29, 1876, p, 432.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that it is neces
S'try to have a temporary wOvden bridge and entrance porch 
erected at the south elld of the Mnseum of Natural History 
building, so as to make a suitable entrance from Seventy-seventh 

Street. 
'rhe PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 

• 



Wednesda,y, 

instructed to prepare and submit specifications for the tempo

rary wooden bl'idge and entrance porch recommended by him. 

Adopted, 

Ladies' Cottage at " Hern's Head," 

From the Superintending Architect, calling attention to the 

condition of the ladies' cottage at Hem's Head, in Central Park, 

and recommending that it be replaced by a new building. 
(Minutes, October ,!th, 1876, p: 319,) 

:Filed. 

!rJuHemll Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the ap

plication of Mr, J. :Mahoney, for his final payment on account 

of his contract for plastering the Museum of Natural History 

building, in which he states that the work is completed, except 

.the pointing and finishing round the windows, doors and other 

trimmings. That this work can not be done until the carpen

ter ha'! finished his work, and that it will cost from $400 to , 
$500 to complete the work. 

The Secretary then Rubmitted a statement showing that the 

amount of the final payment on said contract is $3,800, and that 

there are liens filed against the same, to the amount of 

$:3,214.13. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Superintending Architect 

be illstrllcted to prepare and submit an estimate, on account of 

the final paymellt on said contract, to an amount not exceed

ing $o,000. 

'['he PRESID;':l\T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to f'aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a l1Iajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martiu, Stebbins, 1Venman-3 . 

• 
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Third A venue Bridge. Propeller" Day Spring." 

From the Superintendent of Pal ks, reporting upon a: claim 

made by the owner of the propeller "Day Spring," for detention 

at the Third Avenue Bridge on the 16th and 18th of Decem

ber last. 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, forwarding a letter from 

Mr. J. V. Donvan, contractor for the carpenter work of the 

Museum of N tttural History building, stating that it is neces

sary to have certain extra work dOlle on said building in con

nection with his contract, and asking that orders be given to 

him therefor. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, and the 

Snperlntending Architect, be d:rected to report, 8pecifically, 

what extra. works are required ip connection with the carpen

tel"s contract, and the estimate cost of such works. 

Adopted. 

From Mr. J. V. Donvan, contractor for the carpenter work 

of the :Museum of Natural History building, stating that al

though he has not finished all the work to entitle him to the 

first payment of $:d,OOO on his contract, yet he has done far 

more other work under the contract, and asking that the 

first payment be made to him. 

The Superintending Architect endorsed on said communica

tion that said contractor has done abot.t $6,000 worth of work, 
but not in the order called for by the contract so as to enable 

him to get his first payment. That he has been obliged to do 

his ,vork in this wanner on account of the delay of other con

tractors. 'rhat he recommends:t payment to be made to said 
contractor on account. 

Commissioner STE~BINS moved that the Superintending 

Architect be directed to prepare and submit an estimat~ on ac-
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count of the work done by said contractor to an amount not 
ex~eeding $2,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor , 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Steam Engine 011 Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction. stating that the steam 

engine on Third Avenue Bridge was not yet accepted, but that 

he believed it would be soon completed. 
(Minutes, August 4. 1876, p. 216.) 

Filed. 

Engineers on Rinrside Avenue. 

From Mr. James C. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer on 

Riverside Avenue, reporting upon the duties perfornied by each 

member of the engineering force employed for the supervision 

of the work of constructing and improvjng said avenue. 

(Minutes Deer. 27, 18'76. p. 499) 

Laid over. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs Decker and Quintard, contractors for construct

ing and improving Riverside Avenue, asking permission to 
build dry stone wall subsequent to December 1st, Oll which 

date each year all such work should cease under the terms of 

the contract, unless otherwise directed by the Department. 

Also stating that certain houses on the line of the A venue are 

in the wny of the work. 

From Mr. James O. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer on 

said work, reporting that it is possible, but not practicable, to 

build the dry stone wall during the winter. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had instructed the contractors 
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to proceed with the building of the dry stone wall on such days 
subsequent to December 1st, 1876, as it was possible to do so 
in a satisfactory 'manner, and in accordance with the require

ments of the specifications. 
Also that he had given orders to have the house on said 

Riverside Avenue, near Ninety-tifth Street, and which had been 
reserved from the late sale, soJd by public auction. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi-.; 
dent be approved and adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 
Michael Cummings. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, stating 
that Michael Cummings, who had been employed with his 
team in the 23d and 24th Wards, had furnished a driver for 
his team, but had not accompanied it himself, during the 
months of November and December, 1876. That his name, 
and not that of his driver, had been returned on the pay
rolls, and that consequently his pay was withheld. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Michael Cummings be author
ized to be paid for such time during the months of November 
and December as his team had worked. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Webster Ave. Streets round Woodlawn Cemetery, Fordham Ave., &c. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 
three similar ma:ps or plans, and also three similar profiles of 
the following f;>tr€ets, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards, prepared 
for filing, in accordance with the directions of the Board, viz. : 

Webster A venue and adjoining streets. . 
Streets round Woodlawn Cemetery. 
Fordham Avenue and Kingsbridge Road. 

(Minntes, Nov. 29, 1875, p. 488; Feb. 4, p. t)98, and Oct. "25, p. 875, 1876.) 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 

upon the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
by Chapters 32g and 604 of the Lawfl of 1874, and Chapter 436 
of the Laws of 1876, the said Commissioners do hereby lay 
out the streets, roads and avenues within that part of the 
city of New York lying north and east of a line commencing 
at the termination of the southerly line of 155th street, at 
or in the Hudson River, running thence easterly along said 
southerly line of 155th street, and. a prolongation of said line 
to the middle 'of Harlem River, and running thence southerly 
along the middle of the said Harlem Riv.er to the Sound, north 
of Randel's Island, of the width, extent, direction and grades 
that the said streets, roads and avenues are 3hown upon three 
similar maps or plans, and profiles, dated" New York, Decem
ber, 30th, 1876," and signed, "J. James R. Craes, Civil and 
Topographical Engineer, Department of Public Parks," the 
same seeming to the sai'.l Commis,.;ioners, or a majority of 
them, most conducive to the public interests; and they do desig
nate as streets of the first class, such streets, roads and avenues 
as are shown on said maps or plans by red color, the same being 
such as in the judgment of said Commissioners are, or may be 
needed for the convenience of the general public, either as main 
routes of travel, or for drainage; aml t'll'Y do designate as 
streets of the second class, such streets, roads and avenues as 
are shown on said maps or plans by yellow color, tho same 
being such as in the judgment of said Commis!;ioners are, or 
may be needed tor the use or convenience of the inhabitants of 
certain areas or districts, as thoroughfares, but which are not 
main routes of travel; and they do discontinue and close finch 
portions of streets, roads and avenues as are shown on said 
maps or plans by india ink shading; and they do hereby des
ignate and direct William R. Martin, the President, and ODe of 
the members of said Board of Commissioners, to certify and file 
said three similar maps or plans and profiles as provided by law. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Statue of Mazzini. 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President o~ the Metro

politan Museum of Art, and Mr. D. Huntington, President 
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of. the N n.tional Academy of Design, reporting that they-bad 
>:;·:examiirea-the 'bust :6:f l\lazzini by Mr.'~l!l:~ni. -artist, and. that, 

although not a work of the highest excellen.oo, it is worthy of 
acceptance by thce;Department, 

. ·"File'Ci. . Y. - .. 

. '.' :.A.l~6 trom l\fr.iJif;C~rradi and Mr.E. :Macoggi, on behaH of 

the Committee of Italian residents, who offer to present the 
bust, requesting that they be informed at as early a day as 

possible, what decision may be arrived at in regard to its 
-,·";::,;{I._Q(.:~ptl:tnce. . "'-

(Minutes, Dec. lath, 187&. P: 468.) . 

. ,.Filed .. 
. ~1 " 

. ."-"-

.... Commlssioil~t STEBBINS then moved that the bust of Joseph 

Mazzini by Mr. Turini, artist, be accepted and placed at such 
point on the·;,Central Park in conformity with the rules for 
plac;ihg'of sta~ues'on Central Park, as the Landscape Architect 

shall designatp; :~pd that the Superintendent of Parks be 
. directed to have the fouudations for the pedestal of said bust 

constructed. 

The PRESIDENT Pl~t the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

From Mr. Thomas Rae and other owners of land embraced 
within the assessment limits for the paving of Third Avenue, 
hom Westchester Avenue to the northern boundary of the 23d 
Ward, protesting against assessing on the property benefi~ted 
by said work more than one-half the cost thereof. 

Accompanying said communication is a brief of the laws 
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relating to said subject, prepared by Mr. J. R. Marvin, counsel 
for said owners. 

(Minutes, Nov. 22, 18'16, p. 424.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communieation and brief 
be referred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion 
thereon. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ••......... :Maillt. and Govm't 
P. and P., '16.. . . . $183 64 

Harlem R. R, 
Reps., Impt. and 

M., '16 .. 

McDonald, John T., oats, corn and bran.:Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, brushes ....... City Parks Impt.F. 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., solder ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., '76 ..... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, stoves, pipe, &c .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and·P., 76 ..... 
Ruhe, Lonis, bird food ......•......••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP., 7tl ..... 

Slattery, John, monument .........•.. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards 1876. 

Walsh, Conlter & Flagler, nails and locks. ~Iaint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 18'16 

65400' '18'164 

27 71l 

'lli 

181 '12 

8 28 

2 40 

811 6'1 

8 00 

200 00 

28 1'10 

*1,152 01 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1876 .•.•. $388 98 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvements and Main-

tenance, 1876 .•....•.•....••.••••••......••.••••.•.. 51S4 00 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . • • • •• . • •. • • •. . • .. . • .. • . • 8 28 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 •.•... 200 00 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 ... ' .... ,.. . ..... 75 

-- $1,152 (n 

. Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven hundred and fifty-two dollars 
and one cent. 

(Signed) JAB. F, WENMAN, t .Auditing 
H. G, STEBBINS, r Oommittee. 

New York, January 3d, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said hUls to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting lD 

favor,thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissio~ers Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-S. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes : 

'-- .D'P4riment of Public Parka in account with 

Jame8 F. Wmma.n, TrMmTw. 

18'16. CR. 

Dec. 11 By balance .............................. . $1,958 68 

Dec. 11 } 
to .. CIIIIb received from licenses and sundries ... 

lan. 8, ''1'1 
809 50 

-- $2,26818 
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DR. 

Dec. 11} .~ • 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ........... . 

Jan. 3, "1'1 . 
$523 92 

Jan. 3 

187'1. 

Jan. 3 

" balance................... ... ........ 1,744 26 

--- $2,268 18 

DR. 

To cash in Bank of Metropolis. . . . . . . . . . .. $1,709 26 

drawer........................ 35 00 

(Signed) 

$1,'144 26 

JAMES F. WENMAN, 

T1'uuurer, D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, January 3, 18'17. 

9.30 A. M. 

Lighting the Lamps. 

The PRESIDENT and Commissioner WENMAN, to whom it was 
referred to award the contracts for lighting the public lamps 
in the Parks, except those in the portion of the city heretofore 

awarded to the Mutual Gas Light Company, presented a 
report in which they stated that the following companie8 pro

posed to light the lamps in the streets and in the parks at the 

following prices per month, namely: 
STREET LAMPS. 

New York Gas Light Co ..... " 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co .... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co ........ . 

$2 50 
3 00 
3 50 

PARK LAMPS. 

$3 00 
3 25 
3 37A 

That they had awarded the contract to the Harlem Gas 
Light Company for lighting the lamps in the portion of the city 

mentioned in their proposal, and had notified the New York Gas ./ 

Light Company and the Metwpolitnn Gas Light Companythaf, 
should they continue to light the lamps heretofore lighted by them, 
they would be paid at the same rate as they are paid for the 

street lamps, uuLl the further action of the Board. 

(Minutes, Dec. 22, 1876, p. 494.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be accepted, 
and that the action of the President anJ Commissioner Wen-
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man in the premises be approved and adopted, and that the 

President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the con

tract awarded to the Harlem Gas J.Jight Company on behalf of 
the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissionel's Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-it 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President ~be, and hereby is, authorized 

from time to time to reduce the number of lamps lighted on the 
public parks, places, &c., as he may deem expedient. 

Adopted. 
Swedish School House • 

. The PRESIDE~T reported that arrangements had been made 
for the purchase of the Swedish school house, at the grounds 
of the late exposition, for the sum authorized by the Board, 

namely, $1500. 
(Minutes, Noy. 29, 1876, p. 444.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the purchase of said 
school-house at $1,500 be approved ; that arrangements be 
made with some suitable contractor to remove said building 
from Philadelphia to the Central Park at a cost not exceeding 
$1,000, and that said building be erected on such site as the 
Landscape Arcllitect shall designate in the Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
.... agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor (hereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Restoration of Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had authorized the Super-
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intendent of Parks to restore 56 men, lately suspended, for the 
care of the roads, &c.; and also 58 men for the care of the ice, 
and moved that his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Reductions and Removals. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he notified in writing all em
ployes on the salary list, that any action, in relation to the 
reduction of salaries or the removal of employes on account 
of the limited appropriations granted for the present .year, 
which the Board may take, .,hall take effect from the 1st inst. 

That he had also written a letter to the Superintendent of 
Parks directing him to notify all foremen anrl mechanics to the 
same effect. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, and that the communicatons addressed by. 
the President to the officers and employes of the Department 
be entered at length on the minntes. 

Adopted. 

The following are copies of the letters; 
CITY OF NEW YORK, } 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST). • 

January 1, 1877. 
Sir,-You will take notice that whatever action the Board may take under the 

reduced amounts of the appropriations for 1877, by way. of removing clerks, 
officers or employes, or reducing salaries, will take effect from this day. 

To 

MR. J. 'MUNCKWITZ, 
Superintendent _ 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) W. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 UNION SQUARE (EAST). f 

NEW YORK, January 1st, 1877. 

r Sir.-You will take notice that auy reduction in the number or pay of the 
foremen or in the pay of mechanics, which may be made by the Board, in view of 
the diminished appropriation for the year 1877, will take effect on this day. 
YQU will cause this to be made known to the persons interested. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) WK. R. MARTIN, 

Prelident D. P. P. 

./ 
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Appropriations for 18'1'1. 

The PRESIDENT then present~d th~ following report upon the 
appropriations for the year 1877, as determined by the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 
NEW YORK, 2d January, 1877. 

To the Board oj Oommissioners: 

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment have made the 
appropriations for the maintenance of parks and places, and 
other works nnder our charge, for the year 1877, as follows: 
In parallel colul!ln is stated the appropriations for 1876 : 

Appropriations. 
Salaries ....................................... " ... , .. . 
Police ............................................... . 
Maintenance and Museums .............................. . 
Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth wards ....... . 
Bronx River Bridges ........................••.......... 
flarlem River Bridges ............................. , '" .. 
Surveying, &c., Twenty·third and Twenty.fourth wards, &c .. 
Music Central Park ........... " . . . . .. . ................ . 
City Hall Park Pavement ........................... .. 
Fourth of July ....................................... .. 

For 18'16. 18'17. 
$55,000 $45,000 
110,000 90,000 
187,500 175,000 
40,000 l 26,000 
15,000 f 
40,000 
25,000 

0,000 
10,011 0 
7,500 

7,000 
10,OuO 
4,000 

$495,000 $35'1,000 

In addition we have the balances of 1875 and 1876, which the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment have power to transfer, 
and it was stated that the appropriation had been made in view 
of the balances of 1876. These balances are about as follows: 

1875. 1876. 
Maintenance .......................................... $1,572 69 
Harlem River Bridges ....................... , ....... ,. 2,563 18 
Maintenance Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth wards. .. .. . 16 52 
Surveying,&c., Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth wards ..• 236 21 
Music .•.. _ .......................................... 1,358-00 
Independence Day. .. ... .. .. . ..... .................... 243 49 

$2,fiOO 00 
20,150 00 

1i00 00 
1,500 00 

154 60 

Bronx Bridges ..... , . .. .... .. ... . .. . . ... . .. .. ..... ... 14,1i75 00 
City Hall.Park Pavement.......... ..................... 410 1i8 

This condition of the appropriations will require the adoption 
of the following measures by the Board: . 

1stly. A reduction in the expense of the clerical force, either. 
by discharging some of their number, or by reducing the 
salaries, or by adopting both courses. 

2dly. Police.-There may be a propriety in diminishing the 
pay of the police force, or diminishing the number of. men, or 
lUcreasingthe efficiency of the force by selecting more capable 
men for the service. 

.. 
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3dly. Maintenance Twenty third and Twenty:'fourth Wards.
This appropriation, wit\! the transfer of the balance from: .1876 
of the amount saved on account of the Bronx river bridges, 
will be about the same as that of last year, and will need the 
most careful economy and planning of the work. 

4thly. Harlem River Bridges.-'l'his appropriation, even with 
some transfer from the balances of 1876, does not admit of any 
new construction, or anything more than maintaining the 
bridges, working the draws, and keepin~ them in repair. The 
question of the reconstruction of the Central Bridge was. pre
sented to the Board of Estimate and Apportiollment, but re
ceived no consideration. 

5thly. Surveying, Laying Out,&c., the North End of the Island 
and the Twenty-third and 'rwenty-fourth Wards.-The appro
priation for this work will oblige its discontinuance unless the 
amount can be increased by transfers, and this will become a 
matter of most impemtiye necessity. 

6thly. The Battery Sea-wall.-'rhis subject was presented to 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and they deter
mined adversely to it. 

7thly. General Maintenance.-'l'his appropriation is subject 
to ·two deductions· 1st. The two museums; aud 2d, the cost 
of the gas, in order to reach the amount applicable to gO'nera1 
maintenance, which is smaller than ever before. 'fhis will 
reduce the amount of the work carried on, and brings up for 
cODsid.eration the propriety or reducing the pay: 1st, of the 
foremen, and 2d, of the mechanics, as well as their number. 

Since the 1st of December, the laborers have voluntarily 
worked ten hours a day, or a.s neal" that time as the duration of 
daylight and the state of the. weather permitted. This is 
equivalent to a rednction of their wages. / 

'rhe engineering force, owing to the diminution of the work, 
must also be largely reduced. 
The maintenance money..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175,000 

with the above reduction, say: 
Museum of Art and Natural History. . . . .. $30,000 
Gas, say.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 20,000 

$50,000 

Leaves for maintenance proper about.. . . . $12;),000 
This is about $10,000 per month. 

How inadequate this is for the work will appear from a com-
parison 01 the amounts expended on it in previous years: 

1873 .................... '. $298,5"2.7 
1874 .............. , .. . . . .. 318,864 
1875 ................ '.' . . . . 250,483 
1876 ..................... 157,500 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) W. R: MARTIN, 

President D. 'Po P. 
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Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be received 
and laid over, and that the subject of .the appropriations for the 
year be made the special business for the next meeting of the 
Board. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner WENMAN, the Board adjourn
ed at 11 o'clock A. M., to meet on Sa,turday the 6th inst., at 9.15 
o'clock A. 111. 

WH. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P.P. 
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SA.TURDA.Y, JANUARY 6th, UJ.,.". 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 0' OLOOK A. H. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENHAN. 

WETHORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 3J instant was ilispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Appropriations for 18'7'7. 

From the SECRETARY of tbe Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, informing the Department that the following appro
priations had· been made to this Department for the year 
1877, namely: 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places: 

For Salaries-To pay entirely tbe salaries 
of tbe President, Clerks, Engineers, 
Arcbitects, and all otber employes 
of the Department, excepting mechan
ics, gardeners, and laborers, and their 
foremen, employed on tbe work of main
taining the Parks lind· Places, except
ing, also. the To[>ographical Engineer 
and his assistants, in charge of survl'y
ing, monumeuting etc., Twenty-tbird 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, and also 
excepting the Superintendent and 
Engineer-in-Cbarge of public places, 
roads, avenues, and bridges, Twenty-

. third and Twenty-fonrth Wards ..... '" $411,00000 



Police-Salaries. of captain, lieutenant, 
.sergeants, patrolmen, post and gate 
keepers. and night watchmen ....... . 

Maintenance of the Parks and Places, for 
wages of foremen, gardeners, mechan. 
ics, and laborers employed on works of 
maintenan~e and including, also, the 
sum of $30,000 for the keeping, pres. 
ervation, and exhibition of tbe collec. 
tion in the American Museum of 
Natural History, and the Metropolitan 
Mu"enm of Art. and also the main. 
tenance of the Meteorological Observa. 
tory .......................... .. 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvement and 
Maintenance .............................. . 

Music-Central Park .................... , ..... . 
~urveying. laying out. and monumenting Twenty. 

third and Twenty·fourth Wards, including north 
end of this island. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . .. • .••. 

Main tenance and governm~nt of public places, 
roads. avenues, alld bridges, including bridges 
over the Bronx river, Twenty.third Rnd Twenty. 
fourth Wards ..... , ...... , ....... ) ....... . 

90,000 00 

175,000 00 

7,000 00 
4,000 00 

10,000 00 

26,000 00 

[~, 

------ $857,000 00 

(Minutes January 3, 1877, P 517.) 

Filed. 

Bills i~troducpd in the Legislature. 

From Mr. Sanders Wilson, Superintendent of Documents in 

the Senate, offering to supply the Department with printed 
copies of all bills introduced in the Senate and Assembly, on 
tfe same terms which he supplied them last year, viz., $50. , 

(Minutes. January 18, 1876, p. 540.) 

l~hePREsIDENT moved that Mr. Wilson's offer be accepted, 

and that on his supplying copies of the bills, he be paid $50, 
at the termination ?f the present session of the Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a ma,jority of all the members of the Board voting in. favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Audit. 

Martin, Stebbins, . Wenman, 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report : 



The Auditing COlnmittee' beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited tlie following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Nicholas H. Decker and Geo. W. j Improvement and construction t $5,025 26 
QDiutard, labor and material, I of Riverside A venue, f 

$11,0211 211 
Amounting to the sum of five thousand and twenty-five dollars and twenty-dve 
cents. 

(Sigp.ed) 

New York, January 6, 1877 . 

JAB. F. WENMAN, t Audifiong 
H. G. S~EBBlNS, f Oommittee; 

. The PRESIDENT moved, that. the Board do now approve the 
ahove mentioned purchases, alld the Secretary be directed to 
ttansmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRERIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative', 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor • 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Treasurer's Accounts 

Commissioner STEBBINS, who was appointed to examine and 
audit the accounts of the late Treasurer, presented the follow
ing report, which was accepted and ordered to be printed in 
the minutes: 

The committee appointed to examine and audit the accounts of the late Treas
urer, Joseph J, U'Donohue, Esq .. up to and including December 12th, 18'16, 
report8 that he has examined and audited said accounts, and finds the same 
correct; the balance to the credit of the Department of Public Parks being 
nineteen hundred and fifty-eight T~ dollar~. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, 
'- Auditing Oommittee. 

New York. January 3d, 18'1'1. 
(Minutes, December 1~. 1876, p. 477.) 

Appropriations for 1877. 

~rhe Board then went into executive session, for the con
sideration of the subject of reducing the expenses of the De
partment to the amounts appropriated for the present year. 



· , 

524 [Saturday, Jan. 6, 1877 .. 

After. considera.tion of the subject, the Board resumed. 

Oommissioner WENMA.N offered the following resolntion :

Resolved, That application be made to the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment to trausfer the unexpended balances of 
appropriations made to this Department for the years 1875 
and 1876, to the appropriations made to this Department for 
the year 1877, for the following purposes, namely: 

1. The Maintenance and Government of public places, roads, 
avenues and bridges, including bridges over Bronx River, 
23d and 24th Wards. 

2. Harlem River Bridges-repairs, improvement and main-
tenance. . 

3. Surveying, laying out and monumentiug 23d and 24th 
Wards including north end of this Island. 

And that it be referred to the President with power to make 
said application. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Oommissioner WETMORE, the Board ad
journed at 12 o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 10th inst., 

at 9 o'clock A.. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY loth, IS77. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 3d and 6th inst., 
were read and approved. 

The following c0!llmunications were presented and read: 

Ice and snow on the walks of the Parks. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding copies 

of the following resolutions, approved by his Honor the 

Mayor, on January 6th, 1877, viz. : 
Resolved, That hereafter thp. Commissioners of the Park Department be, and they 

are hereby, requested to cause all the walks around and intersecting the several 
parks and public squares, to be cleared of snow after each snow-fall; and in case 
it is impracticable so to remove such snow before it becomes congealed or forms 
into ice, then that the said Commissioners be, and are hereby, requested to cause 
such walks to be sprinkled with sand br ashes, each and every day, until such 
snow or ice can be removed; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Works be, and he is hereby, re
quested in like manner, to.remOV6 the snow or ice from the stoops, steps, and the 
sidewalk in front of every public building in this city, and the bridges crossing 
Fourth Avenue tuunel north of Forty-second Street, or similarly sprinkle them 
with sand or ashes. 

Filed. 

Lighting the lamps on Battery Park., 

From Mr. ,Hugh N. Camp, Treasurer of the New York & 

New Jersey Globe Gas Light Co., making the fqllQwip.g prQ .. 
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position to light the lamps on the Battery Park, from February 
1st, to December 31st, inclusive, viz.: "To affix the improved 
" attachments 6£ said company to all the lamps now in use in 
" the Battery Park; furnish a light equal to a three-foot coal 
" gas-light, every night, all night, keeping the lanterns clean 
" and in good repair, for the sum of $2.25 for each lamp so 
"lighted per month." 

(Minutes, l)ec. 22d, 1876, p. 493.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that this proposition was fifty cents 
per lamp per month cheaper than the proposition of the New 
York Gas Light Co., which the Department had rejected, and 
twenty-five cents per lamp per month cheaper than the pro
position made by the same Gas Light Company to light the 
street lamps. He also stated that, Mr. Camp desired permis
sion to place a lamp on an unused la,mp-post in Union Square, 

\ 

and to light the same without expense to the Department. j 

The l'RESIDENT then moved that the proposition of Mr. 
Camp to light the lamps on the Battery Park, be referred to 
the Counsel to the Corporation for his advice, as to whether 
t~e Department can legally enter into the contract, as pro
posed; and that permission be given to Mr. Camp to place 4 

one of the lanterns of said company on the unused lamp-post 
on the east side of Union Square, opposite Sixteenth street, 
provided that no expense is incurred thereby. 

Adopted. 

Zoological Garden. 

From Mr. L. R. Mestaniz, asking whether the Department 

is willing to lease grounds in Central Park, to proper parties, 
for the purpose of establishing a zoological garden. 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. J. Mahoney, contractorfor plastering the Museum 
of Natural History building, stating th&t he had plastered the 
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elevator shafli, which the specifications did not call for, and 
asking an extra payment therefor of $205. 

The PRESID]l]NT moved that said communication lie referred 
to Mr. C. Vau:x:,Architect, and to the Superintending Architect, 
to report UPOl\l. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, reporting upon the application 
of Mr. J. V. Donvan for orders for certain extra works in con
nection with his contract for the carpenter's work of th~ 

Museum of Natural History buil~ing, and recommending that 
Mr. Donvan be given orders for the following works, the cost 
of which he estjmates as set opposite each work, viz. : 

1. Extra iron bars in the octagon corner sashes; estimated 
cost, $114. 

2. An extra amount of trimming to be extended to the floor 
under the windows; estimated cost, $193. 

3. Furring strips in the attic; estihl;tted cost, $125. 

Also from the Super,intendi1!-g Architect, in which he states, 
• that the working drawings make provision for a wooden 
bar in the oct~Lgon corner sashes, which is not strong enough 
to support the plate glass, and that, if iron bars are ordered, 
the contractor should be allowed extra pay for them. 

That it is necessary to have extra trimming and furring 
strips in the aUic story, as the iron studding in that story has to 
be trimmed in a different manner than is shown on the working 
drawings. 

That, if the eontractor is directed to extend the trimming 
and casting to the floor, as desired by Mr. Vaux, he should' be 
allowed for it as extra work. 

That the other items for which the contractor desired to 
obtain 'orders are not extra works, and he is not entitled to 
extra pay for them. 

(Minutes, January 3, 18'1'1, p. 50'1). 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said subject be laid over 
to enable the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History to be consulted with regard to said extra works. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Theo. Roosevelt, Chairman of the Finance Com
mittee of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, stating that they 
have examined the extra bill of Messrs. Moran & Armstrong, 
contractors, and find it was occasioned by drainage necessities 
belonging to the Park proper, and should not be charged to the 
Museum building fund. 

(Minutes, Nov. 22d, 1876, p. 415.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the followinp two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same. 
to the Board for approval: 

Bell, Thomas, repairs to harness ........ Maint. 23rl. and 

24th Wards,1876. 

Bouker, John A., stone, gravel and 

screening ........................ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards,1876. 

Croes, J. James R., incidental expenses .. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, etc., 

1876 .......... . 

Draper, Danl., sundries.. . .. . . . . . . .• .Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .. 

Ebling, Wm., stone .•........•••...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, etc., 

1876 .......... . 

$17 SIS 

1,488 56 

36 80 

48 57 

134 00 
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FisclWt, Wm. L., Cllr fares ••••..•.••.•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876.. $4 30 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund. ••• ...... 12 90 

Gold and Stock TE!legraph Co., rent of 

line ............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•••....•• $46 88 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876.. 115 62 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Decem .•... Maint.andGovmt. 

P. andP., 1876.. $171 00 

H. R. Bridges 

Reps., Impt. and 

M., 1876.. .... .. . 48 00 

~enks,. N., drummers ...... ~ •..•.. '" .. Inauguration La. 
fayette Statue, 

1876 ....•..... 

Keuffel &; Esser, engineer's materials .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Labagh, William 0., salt .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .. 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas, Decem .• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. 8lJd P., 1876 .. 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg. Co" gas burners 

and rivets .............. , ........ Mamt. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .• 

City Parks Impt. 

Funu ......... . 

McCarthy, John C., coal ..•.•.••....... Mamt. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 18'76 .. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Decem .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .• 

Murphy &; Nesbit, bricks .............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•.......• 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, Decem ..•.•.. Mahi.t. and Govmt. 

P. andP., 1876 •• 

$640 

1 25 

$17 20 

62 ISO 

219 00 

'10 00 

SO 88 

9 76 

592 00 

6 61S 

155 00 

295 00 

415 00 

62600 



Pratt Chas. & Co., oil ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .. 

Harlem R B. Reps. 

Impt. and M., 

1876 ........... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Museum of Art .. 

Raynolds, C. T. & Co., paints and al-

cohol. .......................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., canary seed .... , .•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.,1876 .. 

Slattery, John, screened gravel. ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers ..•.......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876 .. 

Theodore F. Tone, coal ......•......... City Parks Imp. 

Fund ......... . 

Harlem R B. Imp. 

Reps. and Main., 

1876. 

Maint. and Govnt. 

P. andP., 1876. 

Valentine & Briggs, rent of office .••..• Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coaL ...•... , " ... Maint., etc., 23d 
and 24th IV ards, 

1816 ......... . 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, "pikes and 

bolts .............................. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th IV ards, 

[ Wednesday, 

$10 33 

4 20 

'10 

'10 

$2000 

10 00 

99 00 

$15 93 

80 60 

2 25 

973 20 

12 64 

129 00 

40 00 

550 00 

1876.......... 242 

Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Imp. and Main., 

1876 ......... . 

City Parks Imp, 

Fund ••• 

24 43 

'1 63 
34 48 



( 

January ]:0,1877.] 531 

Wheatly, R. R., hay, straw, etc .••.••... MBint., etc., 23d 

Rnd 24th Wards, 

18'16 ..•..•.• 
Wannemacher, T, music ....•.....•••.. Inauguration La. 

fayette Statue, 

1876 ......... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 18'16.. $2,046 86 

City Parks Improvemeut Fund ......... " ............. 1,169 04 

Maintenance, etc .. 23d and 24th Wards, 1876............. 1,1172 45 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876.... 36 80 

Harlem R. Bridges, Repairs, Imp. and Maintenance, 1876. 86 63 

Museum of Art .....•...... ' , . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . • '10 

Inauguration Statue of Lafayette, 1876... .... .... .. . . ...• 256 00 

$39 12 

186'00 

$5,268 48 

--- $11,268 48 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-two hundred and sixty-eight 

dollars and forty-eight cents. 

New York, January 10th, 1877. 

JA8. F. WENMAN,} Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, Oommittee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 
C. /. Dannfeit, Swedish Cottage ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund. . . .. . . .. $1,500 00 

--- $1,500 00 

Amounting' to the sum of, fifteen hundred dollars. 

(Signed.) 
" 

JAB. F. WENMAN, } Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, January 10th, 1877'. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be di
rected to transmit said bills to the Finance Department. for 
payment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Police Trials. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had tried the following park 

keepers upon the undermentioned charges preferred against 
them: 

Frederick Vanni, charged with being off his peat in a water 
.closet, and sitting down beside the stove. 

Samuel T. Manson, charged with disobeying the orders of 
his superior offic~r. 

That he found both guilty of the char!';es preferred, and he 
recommended that 

Frederick Vanni be reprimanded; and that 

Samuel T. Manson be reprimanded and fined three days' 

pay. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be accepted, 
and the recommendations therein adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Patrick Brady. 

The PRESlDENTstated that a labor ticket had been issued atthe 
request of Commissioner O'DoNoHuE last fall, to a man whose 

name Mr. O'Donohue gave by mistake as Patrick Duffy, but 
whose real name is Patrick Brady. That in consequence his pay 
was stopped on the two pay rolls ending respectively December 
2d and 16th, 1876. That Mr. O'Donohue has since identified the 
man, Patrick Brady, as the man for whom he intended the 

labor ticket and to whom he gave it. He, therefore, moved, 
that the Disbursing Clerk be authorized and directed to amend 

the laborer's pay rolls ending December 2d and 16th, 1876, by 
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substituting the name Patrick Brady for that of Patrick Duffy, 

and that he then pay to Patrick Brady the amount due to him 
as returned on said pay rons. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board worlld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin,'W enman, Wetmore-3. 
Na-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 

Appropriations for 18'77. -The PRESIDENT reported that lie had made application to the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment for the transfers to the. 
appropriatioqs of 1877, as authorized at the last meeting. 

(Minutes, Jan. 6, 1877, p. 521.) 

Reduction of Foremen. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, as the work on Tompkins 
Square, on which Foreman Lawrence Rock was employed,had 
ceased, he hail suspended llim without pay on the 8th iust. 
That the work on which Foremen W. F. Croft and Christopher 
Smith have been employed is now stopped. That it is neces
sary on account of the reduced appropriations for the mainten
ance of the parks, to suspend at least five of the foremen on 
the parks. He then offered the following resQlution : 

Resolvea, That the action of the PRESIDENT in suspending 
Foreman Lawrence Rock without pay, be approved and adopted 
by the Board. 

Re.solved, That the following Foremen and Assistant Foreman 
be, and hereby are, suspended without pay from and after this 
date, viz: Wm. F. Croft, Christopher Smith, Jeremiah Crowley, 
Daniel Crimmins, and Francis Hagan. 

Commissioner WEN MAN moved that said resolutions be 
amended by striking out therefrom the following words, viz. : 

" and Assistant Foreml;l.,u/' !1ud, 1lIlso, ~'~Uq Fr\:\ucis Hagan/, 
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. and th,at a,ction on the case of said Hagan be laid over until 

the next meeting. 
(Minntes, Dec. 27, 1876, p. 502.) 

Anopted. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution as amended, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the pay of the under-mentioned employ'es be 

fixed as follows, to take effect from the first instant, and dUring 
the months of January, February and March, 1877, viz.: 

James H. Van Riper, Mechanical Engineer .. $4.50 per day. 
E. H. Treadwell, Foreman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 4.50 " 
John Meehan, Foreman .... .......... .... 4.50 " 
All other foremen·, ..... .. '" ... , ...... '0 • •• 4.00 " 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of General Foreman, C. B. Trimble, be 

fixed from the 1st instant, and during the months of January, 
February and March, 1877, at the rate of $5 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Mal·tin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Pay of Laborers, etc. 

Commissioner WEN MAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of the under-mentioned classes of 

la.borers, mecha.nics, &c., except those employed in the 23d, . 

.. 
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and 24th Wards, be fixed at the rates hereafter stated, to take 
effect from January lat, 1877, viz. : 

Skilled Blacksmiths ................................... $3 110 per day 
Blacksmiths. • . . . . . . . . . .. . . •. . . •. . . .. . • .. . . .• . . .• • • • •. 3 00 " 
Carpenters. • . •• • • • . • • • . • • •. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • .. 3 00 
Bricklayers .......................................... 3 00 
Masons ..•.........••.•...•.•••.•••.........•..•••••. 3 00 
Stonecutters....... •... .•• . .... ..••... . .... ...•••. . •.. 3 00 
Painters, . . •. . . .. . . . . . . .• . • •. . . . . . . • . ... . . .• . . .. . . . • •. 2 '75 
Rockmen. . . .• . . .• . . . • • • •. . . •. . . .. • . •. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. 2 00 
Laborers ............................................ 1 60 
Double teams •••....•...•.•.•.••.••.••......•.......•. 4 50 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be amended by 
adding at the end thereof, as follows: 

And that the laborers' be allowed to enrol their names in a 
book, to be kept by the Superintendent 'of Parks for that pur
pose, stating that they are desirous to work for ten hours each 
day, and that on their so doing they be paid at the rate of 
twenty cents per hour in addition to said sum of $1.60 per 
day, for such time as they shall be required to work in excess 
of eight hours each day, provided, however, that no laborer be 
paid more than $2 for anyone day. 

~ommissioner WENMAN accepted the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution as amended, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the foremen suspended by the 
Board this day be paid for such time as they have worked 
since January 1, 1877, at the rate fixed for the pay of foremen 
during January, February, and March, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
--4. 
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fay of Laborers and Teams in 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of the under-mentioned claHses of 

Jaborers, &c., employed for the maintenance, &c., of public 
places, roads, &c., in the 23d and 24th Wards, be fixed at the 
r~tes hereafter stated, to take effect from January 1st, 1877, 
VIZ. : 

Laborers. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ............... $1 50 per day. 
Double teams .......................... 4 00 " 

and that the laborers be allowed to enrol their names in a 
book to be kept by the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th 
Wards for that purpose, stating that they are desirous to work 
for ten hours each day, and that on their so doing they be paid 
at the rate of eighteen cents per hour, in addition to said sum 
of $1.50 per day, for such time as they shall be required to 
work in excess of eight hours each day, provided, however, 
that no laborer be paid more than $1.86 for anyone day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

List of Laborers, &c. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent furnish to this Board, at 

its next meeting, a correct list of men in employment under 
his supervision, with the grade on the pay rolls, and services 
they are now performing. 

Adopted. 

The Board then went into Executive Session for the con

sideration of the subject of reducing the expenses of the 
Department. 

After consideration of the subject, the Board resumed. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the reorganization of the police force of the 
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Department be referred to Commissioners Wenman and Steb
bins, to report at the next IDeeting. 

(Minntes. Jnly 28, 18'16, p. 210.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board, adjourned at 1 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 17th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

• Sec1'etary, D. P. P. 

• 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17th, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 10th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and r,ead : 

Bridge over Spuyten Duyvil and Port Morris R. R. in 24th Ward. 

From His Honor the Mayor, enclosing a communication 
from Mr. J. A. Hinger, calling attention to the co~dition of the 
bridge over the Spuyten Duyvil and Port Morris Railroad at 
Kingsbridge Road in the Twenty·fourth Ward. 

Referred to ~he Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

Appropriations for. 18'76. 

From the Comptroller of the City, in reply to a request 
that he would rectify the accounts on the books of the Finance 
Department, so that the charges should correspond with 
those 01/- the books of this Department, in. which he states: 
" The action of my predecessor in this matter is final, so far 
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"as this Department is concerned, and clearly I have not the 

"power to intervene for your relief, as you request. 

(Minutes, Nov. 1Cth, 1876, p. 403.) 

Referred to the President. 

Lighting the lamps on Battery Park. 

From Mr. Hugh N. Camp, Treasurer of the New York and 

New Jersey Globe Gas-Light Company, offering to tight and 
care for the lamps on the Battery Park, in the same manner as 

the gas companies propose to do, during the month of Febru

ary, 1877, for $2.25 per lamp. 
The PRESIDENT stated that there are now 186 lamps in 

use on said Park, and that, at the price proposed, the cOt:>t of 
lighting them for two months would not exceed $1,000. He 
then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a contract be given to the New York and New 
Jersey Globe Gas-Light Company, to affix their improved 
attachment to the lamps now in use on the Battery Park, and 
to light said lamps during the months of :February and March, 
1877, on the conditions, terms and specifications contained 
in the form of contract now used by the Department 
for lighting the lamps, for the sum of $4.50 per lamp, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
said contract for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, .January lOth, 1877, p. ). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board "oting in 

favor thereof, as follow,; : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. John M. Scribner, requesting that permission be 

granted the Dry Dock, East Broadway and Battery Railroad 

Company to deposit snow swept from the traGks of the company 

ou Tompkins Square. 

\ 
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Oommissioner WENMAN moved that the request be declined.' 
Adopted. 

Stone for Transverse Road WaUs. 

From Mr. Wm. F. Croft, offering to furnish rock~faced stone, 
required for the retaining wall of the Transverse Roads in 
Oentral Park, at 65 cents per cubic foot. 

Laid over. 

American Musenm of Natural History. 

From Mr. R. L. Stuart, President of the American Museum 
of Natural History, and other officers of said museum, request

ing that $15,000, of the $30,000 authorized to be applied to the 
use of the museums, be appropriated for the American Museum 
of Natural History this year. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication, and the 
subject of the amounts to be allowed to the American Museum 
of Natural History, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art for 

1877, be referred to the Auditing Committee to report upon. 
Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting specifications 
for the tiling of the floors of the Museum of Natural History. 

(Minutes, November 15, 18'76, p. 414.) 

The rRESIDENT moved that said specifications be accepted 

and approved. 
Adopted. 

List of Laborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, submitting a list of the 
men in employment under his supervision, with the grade on 

the pay roll and the services they are now performing. 
(Minutes, Jan. S, {O, 18'17, p. 536.) 

Filed. 
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ThoB. F. Goodwin. 

From Mr. Thos. F. Goodwin, applying for the position of 
General Foreman in the Department. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report they they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Clock Company, clock ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........• 

Bouker, John A., broken stone .•....... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 

18'76 ........ 

Byrne & Co., hay, corn, oats, &c ....... Maint. a.nd Govmt. 

P. and P., 18'76. 

Central Gas Light Co .. gas, Decem ...... Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. and 

M., 18'76 ...... . 

Eckel ck Imhoff, repairs to instrument .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........• 

Harmer Hays & Co., whip ............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1876 .......... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas-meter ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 18'76. 

Horgan, Cornelius, meat, Decem ........ Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P., 18'76. 

Keuffel & Esser, engineer supplies ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

King, Briggs & Co., raspB ............ MBint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 18'76. 

King, JOB., keep of horse ............... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

1876 ......... . 

$6 00 

145 00 

264 39 

60 00 

6 00 

2 110 

44 55 

234 00 

13 28 

I) 75 

4000 
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Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ....•..• Maint. 2Sd and 

24th Wards, 

1876., ...••••• 
Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter •••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876. 

McCarthy, John C., coaL •...•..••••••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876. 

lIurphy & Nesbit, lime, sand and bricks .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund •..•.•.•• 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas 

meter ...•......••...••.•.......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876. 

Tone, The9. F., coal. .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1876. 

Van Tassel & Kearney, sleigh .......... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 1876 ... 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, handles and 

locks. .. .... ..... .... .. .... . .Maint. 23d & 24th 

$27 lUi 

8271S 

10 00 

289 60 

11 00 

411 00 

41i 00 

Wards, 1876 ... $8 40 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 2 71i 6 111 

-----
$1,288 31 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . . ... . $647 44 

Maintenance, &c., 28d and 24th Wards,1876 ........... 223 25 

City Parka Improvement Fuud. . . .. . .. ................ 267 63 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. aud Maint.,1876... . 60 00 

Surveyiug, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,1876 40 00 

$1,238 82 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve hundred and th1rty-eight 

dollars and thirty-two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, January ~7th, 1877. 

JAS. F. WENMAN. t .Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommitt.e. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
~o the Board for approval. 

Colgate & Co., soap .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Early & Lane, brooms, mops, matches, 

, etc .....••••.•................•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B. Re

pairs, Irnp. and 

Maint .....•... 

Gray, Wm H., sleigh ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Kelso Bros., coal. . . . . . • .. . . . . •. . ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP.: .... 

Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Labagh, W.O., salt .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, brushes and 

dusters ......................... Maint. aud Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., pans, COCKS 

and solder ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, oats, corn, straw, etc ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. aud P ..... . 

Sanderson Bros. Steel Co., steel. ...... Maint, and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..... . 

WetIitore & Co., iron.. . . . . . . . . . .. . •. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

$10 15 

$64 67 • 

58 

65 25 

85 00 

$129 25 

90 00 

219 25 

17 28 

20 21 

33 78 

442 50 

37 20 

31 10 

$961 72 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. .... .. $840 04 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance ••...••............... _ .............•...•. _ . 58 

City Parks Improvement Fund ... _..................... 31 10 

Museum of Natural History.................. .....•••• 90 00 

--- $96172 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine hundred and sixty-one dollars 

and seventy-two cents. 

Signed JAS. T. WENMAN, t Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommittee.· 

New York, January 1'7, 18'7'7. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the 1;Joard would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of th~ Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Treasurer's Account. 

The TREASURER presented the following account, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

18'7'7. 

Jan. S. 

Jan. 3} 
to 

Jan. 1'7, 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

OR. 

By balance ............................... $1,'744 26 

" permit and licenses ..................... . 51'7 12 

--~- $2,261 38 



Jan. s } to 
Jan. 1'1. 
Jan. 17. 
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DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury. . . . . . . . . . . . $41S 00. 

" balanc.e................................ 2,216 88 

---- $2,261 8B 

DR. 

Jan. 17. To cash in Bank of Metropolis ................. $1,70926 

" "drawer............................ 1)0'1 12 

~- $2,21688 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENMAN, 

. Wednesday, January 17, 1877, 9.30 A. M. 

Treasurer, D. P. P . 

Police Trials. Gatekeeper Edwd. Kelly. 
The PRESIDENT reported that lie had tried Gatekeeper 

E.dward Kelly upon a charge preferred by Mr. J. A. Palmen

berg, of having acted in a very rough and rude manner to him 
and his children when they visited the Harlem Meer in Central 

Park, on December 31st, If!76. That he found the charges sus
tained, and he recommended that the gatekeeper be dismissed 
from the service of the Department. 

Commissioner WENMA~ moved that the report of the Presi
dent be received and the recommendation therein, adopted by 
the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Laborers' Claim for Extra Time. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had direoted the Superin

tendent of Parks, and the Superintendent of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, towards the close of last year, to 
allow such laborers as desired to work for more than eight 
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hours each day, to do so, without any increase of pay. That 
nearly all the laborers had volunteered to work more than 
eight hours. That he had, however, been informed, that some 
of the laborers intended to make a claim against the 'city for 

such extra time, and· that he had, consequently, directed that 
the receipt taken by the Disbursing Clerk, on the pay rulls of 
the laborers, should be in full for all claims for ext.ra or over
time work, as well as for the time actually returned on the 
pay roUs. He then moved that his action in the matter be 
approved. 

(Minutes, January H, 1877, p. 518.) 

Adopted. 
Telegraph Instrument. 

The PRESIDENT stated that ~e had not signed the bill of the 
Gold Rnd Stock Telegraph Company, which was included in the 
report of the Auditing Committee, presented at the last meet
ing, for the reason that on several occasions he had been 
unable to use the telegraph instrnment, as the line was out of 
order. That the agreement with the company, which was 
entered into in August, 187:1, for five years, contained a clause 
that no deduction should be made from the amount payable 
each month to said company, unless the instrument was not in 

. working order for a week at a time, which is obviously an un
just provision. 

He then moved that said bill and agreement be referred to 
the Treasurer, to examine and report upon. 

Adopted. 
Transfer of Appropriations for Salaries, 1875. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be, 

and hereby is, requested to transfer, upon the books of the 
Finance Department, from the appropriation to the Department 
of Public Parks, for" Salaries of Police, &c., 1876" (for which 
it is not required), to the appropriation to said Department, 
for" Salaries of the President, Clerks, Engineers, &c" 1876," a 
sufficient sum to meet the liabilities on that account for 1876. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, Jan. 17, 1877, p. 539.) 
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Tra.nsfer of AppropriationB for Maintenance of Pflrki', 1876. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be, 
and hereby is, requested to transfer upon the books of the 
Finance Department, from the appropriation to the Depart
ment of Public Parks, for" Salaries of Police, &c., 1876" (for 
which it is not required), to the appropriation to said Depart
ment, for the" Maintenance of the Parks, including the wages 
of foremen, &c., 1876," a sufficient sum to meet the liabilities 
on that account for 1876. 

(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 58,1.) 

Adopted . 
• 

W. F. Croft. 

The PRESIDENT moved, that Foreman Wm. F. Croft be paid 

at the rate of $5 per day, from J annary 1st to tLe date of his 
suspension without pay. 

(Minutes, January 10, 1877. p. 533.) 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 

-4. 

Assessments on Employes. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved, that the consideration of 

the reports presented by Commissioner Stebbins on the 15th 
and 22d November, 1876, with reference to alleged assess

ments on employes for political or other purposes, be taken 

up. 
Adopted. 

(Minutes, Nov. 22, 1876, p. 426.) 

Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following resoJution : 

Resolved, 'fhat, after an examination of the subject referred 
to in the reports of Commissioner Stebbins, on the subject of 
political assessments, presented on the 15th and :l2d November, 
1876, the Board is satisfied that there is no need for any further 
action thereon. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting lD 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-a. 
No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

Oommissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the levying of. contributions for political pur
poses on any person in the employ of this Department, will 
not be sanctioned by this Board; and that a violation of this 
rule directly or indIrectly, will be regarded as a cause of dis
missal. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the meml;>ers of the Board voting in 

, favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin" Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Central Bridge. 

Oommissioner WETMORE offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

Whereas, The Engineer of Oonstruction has reported that 
Oentral Bridge over the Harlem River is in a dangerous condi
tion; and 

Whereas, The Board of Estimate aud A.pportionment has not 
appropriated for the year 1877 an amount sufficient to enable 
the Department to make any repairs to said bridge; 

Resolved, That the President be directed to close said bridge 
whenever the Engineer of Oonstruction reports to him that it 
is unsafe for travel and ought to be closed. 

Resolved, The the Engineer of Oonstruction prepare and sub
mit a report stating the necessary work to make said bridge 
secure, together with an estimate of the cost. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to present to the 
Board of Estimate and A.pportionment the necessity of making 
an appropriation, or transfer from some unexpended balance 
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. sufficient to ena.ble the Depa.rtment to keep the said bridge in 
a condition safe for travel. 

(Minutes, December 4, 1876, p. 448.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would' 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determiued 
in the affirma~ive, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of Commissioner Wenman, the Board adjourned 
at 12.30 o'clock P. M., to meet on Saturday, the 20th inst. at 9 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. R. P. 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1877. 

AD.TOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOOK A. M. 

. Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 
STEBBINS. " 

" 
" 

WENMAN'. 
WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 17th inst. was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bridge over Port Morris & Spuyten Duyvil R. R., in 24th W1\'l'd. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 2·4th Wards, re
porting that .he had examined the bridge over the :Port Mor
ris & Spuyten Duyvil Railroad, in the 24th Ward, concern
ing which Mr. I. A. Singer complained, in which he states as 
follows: 

" On examination, I find that the braces of the bridge have 
" sufficient bearing on well built abutments, and on trotting a 
"horse over it there was reasonably little vibration. I believe 
"the bridge to be safe for any load of ten tQns or less." . 

(M~utes, January 1'1,18'1'1, p. 539). 

Filed. 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Thos. Bland, Assistant Secretary of the Metro
politan Museum of Art, submitting the estimate of the expenses 

of the Museum for the present year at $20,550. 
(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 541). 

Referred to the Auditing Committee. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Mauhattan Gas Light Company, presenting a bill 
for $117.77, for repairs made to the gas pipes, &c., in Tompkins 
Square, under the direction of the officers of this Department. 

Also, from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting on said 
hill. 

Referred to the President to examine and report upon. 

Experiment with a Fire Extinguishing Compound. 

From Mr. W. W. Adams, Superintendent of Buildings, re
questing that permission be given to the Zapfle Manufactur
ing Company, to use the square in front of Tompkins Market 
for the purpose of experimenting with a fire extinguishing 
compound. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said request be de
clined. 

Adopted. 

Roa Hook Gravel. 

From Mr. C Frost, requestfng an interview with the Com
missioners with reference to supplying Boa Hook gravel. 

Referred to the President. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he can pur
chase some parrots 'very cheap, and requesting permission to 
do so. 

Referred to the President, with power. 
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Change of Titl81 of Emplo7k 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the titles of the following named employes be 

changed, aud fixed as follows, to take effect on January 1st, 
1877, without any increase of pity, viz. : 

William L. Fischer ...•.................• Foreman of Gardeners. 
John Watkins ........................... .skilled laborer. 
John Fagan .............................. Skilled laborer: 
John Beckett ............................ Skilled laborer. 
Henry Carpenter ...........•............. Skilled laborer. 
John McLaughlin ........................ Skilled laborer. 
John Bozzetti .......................... , .Police tailor. 
Patrick Clabby.. . . .• . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. 
Baer Praeger .......................•...• 
Parker McCuen.... ... ..... .. ......... . 
Wm. Whelin .......................... . 
Daniel Dwyer. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .., .... Gate keeper. 
John McCarthy.................... . . . ..... .. 
Reuben E. Hewitt. . . .. . . .. . .. . ......... . 

. Adopted. 
Streets in the Twenty.third W Ilrd. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas, it is important to enter upon the present year with 
a careful regard to expenditures of all kinds; and, 

Whereas, doubts exist as to the desirability of entering upon 
the proceedings in the matter of opening the streets and 
avenues in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, as 
recited in a resolution passed August 4th, 1876, page 231 of the 
minutes, it is . 

Resolved, That all proceedings in relation to opening said 
streets and avenues be, and the same are, hereby discon
tinued. 

(Minutes Dec. 4, 1876, p. 447.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said preambles and 
resolution be laid over until the next meeting. 

Ad,opted. 
The Board then went into executive session for the con

sideration of the subject of the reduction of the expenses of 
the Department. 

The Board resumed, and on motion of Commissioner Wet
more adjourned, at 12.30 o'clock P.M., to meet on Wednesday, 
the 24th inst., at !) o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President .. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the pr~vious meetings of .the 17th and 20th 
insts. were read and approved. 

. 
The following communications were presented and read: 

Maps of streets in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following resolutions, approved by his Honor, the Mayor,' 
on the 22d iust., viz. : 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be and is hereby directed to 
cause to be prepared from their records and from the maps of the annexed district 
in their possession one map which shall show: 

First-All streets r~cently opened in the annexed district. 
Second-All streets proposed to be opened in said district. the maps of which 

have been adopted by their Board. 
Third-The grade of all such streets recently opened or proposed to be opened, 

above mentioned. 
And be it further Re8oZ,Jed, That said Park Department be and it is hereby di

rected to cause copies of said maps to be made, and to canse one of said copies to be 
placed for public inspection in the building formerly known as the .. Town Hall," 
in Morrisania, which building is now used by the Police of the Thirty-fourth 
1'recinct (provided the permission of the Police Department be first obtained), and 
that another copy be placed in the branch office of the Park Department at 
Fordham. 

Referred to the President. 
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List of Contracts. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following resolution, viz. : 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be and 

they are respectfully requested to inform this Board, at its lll·xt meeting, the Hum
ber of .contracts now let. the nature of the work, the names of the cont.ractors, And 
the time for their comph·tion. 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Pay rolls of Laborers and Gate Keepers. 

From the Comptroller of the City, as follow~ : 

Hon. \Y M. R. MARTI", Presilit!nt. 

OITY OF NEW YORK, ) 

FI~ANCE DEPARTME~T, t 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE.) 

.Tanuary 22d, 18~'i. 

De.partment Public l'a/·ks. 
Sir.-Requisition has been made by yOUI' DepartlllPllt. f()!' the pay roll, (1f 

"Laborers, Carts Teams. &e.," and of "Gate I\ep],c,·"." Jut' the two weeks ending 
.January 18th. that of "Laborers, Oarts, &;c.," 1'1'''111 the appropriation, "Mainten
ance and GOY9rnr"ent Parks and Places,'" and others., and that of "Gate Keepers," 

. from the appropriation, ,. Maintenance and Government Pflrks and 1'l[[eee, 
Police." 

The appropriation to pay the first mentioned pay-roll, is "for wages of fore
men, gardeners, mechanics, and laborers ;" and the approp,'iation for the secon r1, 
is to pay the" salaries of .captain, lieutenant, sergeants. patrolmen, post and t~ate .. 
keepers, and night watehmcn" 

No other class of employe,s other than that des(;riiJed in the language or the 
flppropriation, can be paid h'om these accounts, 

I find, upon reference to these rMls, that you have ineluded a class of employes 
for whose payment there appeHI'S to have been no appropriation made, viz.; 11['011 

the labor roll, "General Forelnan," "Forema.n of Gardeners," "Inspectol's:' 
" Cartmen," " Double Teams." and upon the roll of g'utc-keepers, "Police Tailo!',," 
lind" Special Keepers." 

The rolls are herewith returned, and I will thank you for such suggestiOIl" a. 
may seem to you ne.ceSRtll·Y to enable the rolls to be audit.ed. 

Referred. to the President. 

Lighting the lamps on Battery llark. 

Respectfully, 
(Sigd) ,TOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in which he states a;; 
follows': . 

"I do not think that the Department can Iltwfully make any 
" arrangement with the said company ('fhe New York & Ne~v 
" Jersey Globe Gas Light Company) involving an expenditure 
" of more than $1,000, except in the manner provided in said 
" section (Section 91, Chapter 335, Ilaws of 1873) of the Char
" ter." 

Filed. 
(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 540.) 
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Central Bridge. 

From the Engineer of Construction reporting upon the con
'«itionof Central Bridge and t,he work necessary to make said 
bridge secure, with an estimate of the cost, as follows, viz, : 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
BUltEAU OF CONSTRUCTION, 

.Jan'r 20, 1877. 
To Hon. WM.. R. MARTIN', 

Pres. Dept. Public Parks. 
SIR: 

In considering what must oe done in order to keep the Central Bridge 
safe for travel, I respectfully call the attention of the Board to the fact that the 
most rotten parts of the bridge are the timbers of the Howe trusses, each about 
185 feet long. The main supporting timbers in these trusses are the chords. 
which are in many case, entirely destroyed by rot, and cannot in any part be r .. -
lied on for supporting the bridge. :Much of the floors on the trusses and on the 
approaches are also rotten, as is also much of the other timber of the trusses. 
These trusses were strengthened to a certain extent, a few years since, by trestles 
and braces. They are not sufficient to support the bridge and travel in the exist-
ing condition of the decayed timber. ' 

The cheapest method of repairing the bridge, to ]{epp it open. is to support the 
870 feet of bridge (supported by the Howe trusses) by piles, the cross-bracing 
being used to keep the bridge in line. 

A large portion of these piles will be uriven in the challnel. anu canllot he COll
sidered safe against ice in the river. 1 do not think it would be advisable to 
rebuild the bridge, on the existing plIlH, with wood, u;; .iron, at the present prices, 
is mnch Dlore economical and trustworthy. It cannot, in advance of the repairs, 
be determined how much of the fioor, floor-beams aud other timber must be re
moved. 

The whole length of the bridge is as follows: Draw (latl'ly rebuilt), .200 feet; 
2 Howe trusses, 370 feet: approaches on trestles, 405 fept: total 975. The e><.ti
mate of necessary repairs, with the repai,'s on the f,)uHdation8 of the piers, which 
should be done withi ... the cunent year, is 7,000 to 10,000 dolln1's. The speci
mens of the rotten timber of the chords, sent to VOUI' office show the character of 
the timber of the chords. .. 

Respectfully your obe<lh'lIt ,;crnwt. 
(Signed) GEO, S, (;lU';ENE, 

Engiueer of Constr.uction. 
P. S.-In addition I will say that, this bridge io in a condition nnsafe for tra,·".l, 

alld I recommend that uo loaded four 1wr,;(' teams be allowed t,1) pass over thl" 
bridge. I have this bridge frequently "xawined, and find a slight movement ill 
the timbers, and only keep it open under the orders of the Board, in consequence 
(If the great inconvenience to thl' publi(' from having it closed. 

(Rigneel) GEO. S. GR>;>;';,." 

Engineer of COIl"truction. 

Filed. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had given a copy of the 
foregoing report, and also of the preambles and resolutions 
adopted at the meeting of the 17th imlt., to his Honor the 
Mayor, and h~d also left at his office specimens of the rot~en 
wood of the bridge, and had represented to him the necessity 

.' 
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o! action by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to 
provide funds to repair said bridge. 

That the bridge might stand for ordinary use, but would 1» 
endangered in high winds, or under heavy loads or sudden 

jars, and he recommended that the public should be notified of 

its dangerous condition; that loaded wagons or sleighs should 

be excluded, and that foot passengers and light vehicles per

mitted to cross in limited numbers; that suitable sign boards 

with notices as above should be erected on the bridge, and the 

men on duty there directed to enforce these rules, and give no

tice of them to persons about to cross the bridge. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following preamble 

Rnd resolutioll : 

Whereas, The EngineeT of Construct.ion has reported that 
the Central Bridge over Harlem RiYer is in a condition unsafe 
for travel' 

Resolve(;, That said bridge be closed until further order; 
that signs be placed on the bridge and at other convenient 
places notifying the public that tile bridge is closed for the 
reason that it is in a dangerous cOllc1ition; that notice of the 
closing of the bridge be inserted in the Oity Record, and sent 
to the daily newspapers. 

Commissioner WENMAN llloved that said resolution be 

amended by inserting after the word" closed," and before the 

words" until further order," the words" for all travel except 

foot passengers." 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, Jan. 17, 1874, p. 549.) 

'.i'he PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, as amended, and it was 

determined in the affirmRt,ive, a majority of all the members 

of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Statue of Liberty. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, submitting the plans and 



(' 

\-

January 24,1877.] 559 

details for the foundation and erection of the arm of the Statue 

of Liberty on Madison Square, as furnished by the engineer 

in charge of it, and stating that they require not only a foun
dation, but also some iro'n work to be attached to the iron 

anchors, some wooden braces and a wooden pedestal; and that 

it is necessary to put up the iron work and braces in connElC
tion with the foundation; that the estimated additional cost 

of this iron and wood work is $200 or $250, and asking instruc

tions concerning the manner of execution of the work, as 

there are no masons at present in tlie employment of the 
Department. 

(Minutes, December 6, 1876, p, 455.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said additional iron and wood 

work and' the 'pedestal be constructed by the Department, 

together with the foundations heretofore ordered by special 
contract on the order of the Trea8urer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of 'all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
,-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. William A. Haines anJ Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, 

the Committee of the Trustees of the American Museum of 
Natural History on buildings, approving of the extra works on 
said building in connection with t.he carpenter's contract, and 

which were recommended by Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, in his 

communication presented to the Board on the 10th inst. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said extra works be approved 

and ordered, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue an 

order therefor. 
(Minutes, January 10, 1877, p. 627.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Experiment with a Fire Extinguishing Compound. 

From the Zapfle Manufacturing Oompany, l'equestingper

mission to make an ~xperiment with their Fire Extinguishing 

Compound in one of the public squares. 
The communication is endorsed by his Honor the Mayor, 

recommending that the proposer!. trial or experiment be al

lowed. 
(Minutes, .January 20, 1877, p. 552.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that permission be given to 

the Zapfle Manufacturing Oompany to make the experiment, as 
requested, on such portion of the Oity Hall Park as the Super

intendent of Parks shall deFlignate. 

Adopted. 

'Proposed Building on Central Pnrk. 

From Mrs. Rebecca Salomon, offering to erect in the Oentrai 

Park an ornamental building, which has been in use on the 

grounds of the Centennial Exhibitioll, at Philadelphia, and to 
donate the same to the city, if granted the privilege of occupy

ing it for the purposes of a.Oigar Emporium . 
. Referred to the Landscape Architect for his report. 

Edward Kelly. 

From Mr. Thos. B. Tappen and others, asking a' reconsider-

'\tion of the action of the Board, in dismissing Edward Kelly, 

late a. ga.te keeper. 
(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 046,) 

Filed. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the. Auditing Committee, 
presented the following Report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report tha.t they have 
exa.mined and au<lited the following bills, and submit the 13am6 
to the Board for approval: 
Bartlett, J. W., globes ............. , .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P.. . . . . . $116 00 

Harlem R. B., 

Repe., lmpt. &- M. 28 00 
----"-- t144 O' 

Oounting House Monitor, Rubs., 1877 .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P....... 6 00 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ...... , . " ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 47 110 

Composite Iron Works, iron door ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund.. .. . .... 54 110 

C(lok, Ebenezer, chamois and leather .... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

DonaJdRon, Tho"., g!obes ...........•.. )laint.. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

FaleR. ThM. J., grate and tixtl!reH to en· 

gine." ...•..... " ............... ){"int. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harmer, Hays & Co., bitB, bl"llshpt' and 

hridle ........ , .. " .............. ~Iaint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ..... . 

Hoyt; .J. B. & Co., belling, &c .......... Maint. alld Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Kej,;o, Bros., coal ' ........ , .. , .... )laint.. and Govmt. 

P. anll P.. . . . . . $243 'Til 
Sun'eying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 47 50 

King. Jos., keep of horse ....... , ...... Surveying, laying 

out, &c:, 23d and 

24th Wards, &c. 

Lawrencs, F. W., Jabor and materials' .• Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

II 211 

41 28 

34 110 

11 60 

291 25 

400 

2,000 00 
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Moffat, David cit Co., harnes~, leather, eire. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Mullane, John, oats, corn, bran and hay .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and Po' .... . 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement.. ............. Museum of Art .. . 

Walsh, Coulter'" Flagler, nails, bolts, &e. Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ..... . $43 80 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.......... '1 23 

Warner, Wyllys H., ball and union ...... Maint. and Govm't. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATIOX. 

Maintenance and GO'\'ernment of Park. and Places. . . . . . .. $95'1 60 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....... '" . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 109 23 

Harlem river brid~es, repairs, improvement and mainten· 

anee ........................................... . 
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... .. 

Museum of Natural History ............. . 

Museum of Art, ....................... . 

28 00 

til 50 

2,000 00 

31 25 

$85 24 

896 23 

81 211 

1 50 

IS,177 58 

$3,177 58 

Amounting in (,he aggregate to the sum of thirt,y·one hundred and ce·y·enty· 

leven dollars and fifty-eight cents. 

New York, Jauuary 24th, 1877. 

JAS. ~\WE"MA", ( Auditing ". 
H. G. DTER13INS, f Oomm' e£'. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to .transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay

ment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the memb~rs of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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Streets in the Twenty-third Ward. 

On motion of Commissioner WENMAN, the consideration of 
the following preambles and resolution, offered by Oommis
sioner Stebbins at the last meeting, was taken up, vi?. :. 

Whereas, it is important to enter upou the present year with 
a careful regard to expenditures of all kinds; and, 

Whereas, doubts exist as to the desirability of entering upon 
the proceedings in the matter of opening the streets and 
avenues in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, as 
recited in a resolution passed August 4th, 1876, page 231 of 
the Minutes, it is 

Resolved, That all proceedings in relation to opening said 
streets and avenues be, and the same are, hereby discon
tinued. 

(Minutes, Jan. 20, 1877, p. 5i)~.) 

The PRESIDENT put the questiolJ, whether the Board would 
agree t.o said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the memhers of the Board 
not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 
Noe8-Commission~rs Martin, Wellman, Wetmore-R. 

Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDEN'.r J.l.loved that all the members of the police 
force, heretofore kllowll as Park-keeperH 01" Patrolmen, shall 
be, from and after .T anuary 1st, 1877, designated and styled 

" Patrolmen." 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Propagating Houses. Exotic Plants. 

The PRESIDEN'l' offered the following resolution:' ~ 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 

./ 
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prepare and submit, at the next meeting of the Board, a list of 
all plantR necessary to be sold, to enable the Propagating
houses to be closed. 

(Minutes, August 11, 1875, p. 195.) 

Adopted. 

General Offices of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the subject of the propriety of removing the 
general office of the Department to the Oentral· Park be re
ferred to the President to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Lighting the lamps in the Park. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the subject of the obligation of this Depart

ment to pay for thE' lighting of the public lamps on the parks 
and places of the city, and whether the same should not be 
paid for by some other Department of the city Government, 
be referred to the President to report upon. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of the Parks for 1877. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Rf'A30lved, 'rhat the Landscape Architect and the Superin
tendent of Parks be directed to report at the next meeting of 
the Board their views upon the proper plan tc maintain the 
parks and public places during the year within the appropria
tions granttd for that purpose by the Board of Estim'1te and 
Appropriation. 

Adopted. 

Salaries of officers, &c. 

Oommissioner WETMOHE moved that the subject of the 
adjustment of the salaries of the officers and clerks be taken 

up, that the salary of eaoh employe be acted on provisionally, 

and that the whole list be then acted on as a whole. 
Adopted. 
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After corisideration of the salaries separately, 
Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the salaries of the following officers, clerks 

and employes be fixed for the year 1877 at the rates set 
opposite their names, respectively: 
Wm. Irwin, Secretary ............................. . 
Geo. C. Coffin, Asst. Secretary ....................... . 
D. P. Lord, First Clerk ... " ....................... . 
James C. Hawley, Clerk ................. , ........... . 
Wm. D. Beall. " ............... '" . . . . .. . ... . 
F. C. A. Hecker . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . ..... - ..... . 
Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk ............ . 
F. L. Olmsted, J"andscape Architect ................ , .. 
H. A. Martin, Chief Clerk, Office Design and Snperin-

tendence ............ , .... , .... , ................ . 
J. MnncklVitz, Superintendent of Parks ... , '.' 
Arthur Krause, Draughtsman ................ , ... , .. . 
Wm. A. Conklin, Director of Menagerie ....... , ...... . 
Wm. R. Kingsland, Clerk ........................... . 
Daniel Draper, Director of the Meteorological Observa. 

tory .•...•...•............................••..... 
T. B. Ingram, Clerk. . . .. . .. . ...............•....... 
F. A. Calkins, Asst. Engineer. . .• . ................. . 
Otto Siebeth, Draughtsman ......................... . 

$3,500 00 per annum. 
1,800 00 " 
2,200 00 
1.000 00 
1,000 00 

2 60 per day. 
3,000 00 per SDl!.um. 
4,50000 " 

2,500 00 
4,500 00 

3 ()O per day. 
2,000 00 per annum. 
1,000 00 " 

4,000 00 
1,100 00 
1,900 00 
1,200 00 

Resolved, That the removal of John F. Carroll, Clerk, and 
Morris E. Sterne, Clerk, from the employment of the De
partment be proposed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolutions be amended by 

adding at the end thereof the following: 
" That W m. D. Beall, Clerk, and F. C. A. Hecker, Clerk, be 

discharged from the employ.ment of the Department, on the 
ground that they are not necessary for the administration of 
the office, and that one clerk be appointed in their place at It 
salary not exceeding $750 per annum." 

The PRESIDENT put the guestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolutions, and it was 
determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board not voting in favor thereof. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolutions be amended by 
adding at the end thereof the following: 

"That the office of the Disbursing Clerk be abolished, on 
the ground that it is an unnecessary office, as the employes of 
the Department can be paid from the Comptroller's office in 
the same manner as the employes of the other departments of 
the city government." 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend said resolutions, and it was 

determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board nl)t voting in favor thereof. 

rrhe PRESIDENT moved that said resolutions be amended by 

adding at the end thereof the following: 

" That the office of the Engineer in charge of the Bureau 
of Construction be abolished, and that the duties of said 
eniPneer, except the construction of the bridge over Harlem 
River, at or near :Madison Avenue, be transferred to and made 
the duties of the Ciyil and Topographical Engineer, and that 
the By-laws be amended accordingly." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motioll to amend said resolutions, and it was 
. determined in the affirmative, all the members of the Board 

voting in fa VOl' thereuf. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved to amend said resolutions h y 

adding at the end thereof the following: 

"That the office of Property Olerk bE> abolished, and that 
the duties of that office be transferred to and made the duties 
of the Disbursing Olerk; that William R. Kingsland be ap
pointed a clerk in the office of said Disbursing Olerk, and that 
the By-laws be amended accordingly." 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board wonld 

agree to said motion to amend said resolutions, and it was 

determined in the affirmative, Ii majority of nIl the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof. 

Commissioner 'WETMORE moved to amend said resolutions by 

adding the following: 

"And that 'John F. Carroll, clerk, and Morris E. Sterne 
clerk, be notified that their removal is proposed because of thp 
reduction of the appropriation for salaries this year, and not 
on any personal grounds. That an opportunity of making an 
explanation will be allowed to them at a meeting to be held .on 
Wednesday, the 31stinst., at 10 o'clock, A. M." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend said resolutions, and it was 

\ 
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determined in tIle affirmative, a majority of all the members 6f 

the Board voting in favor thereof. 
Commissioner \VETMORE moved that said resolutions be 

amended by adding at the end thereof as follows: 

"That t,he salaries as hereby fixed take effect from January 
1st, 1877, and shall be subject to such future alterations as th~ 
Board shall make." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolutions, ano it was. de
termined in the affirmatiye, a majority of all the members of 

the' Board voting in favor thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then put the quest.ion, whether the Boa:rd 

would agree to said resolutions as amenued, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of thQ , 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

'- .Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

• 

Wetmore-4. 

Geo. S. Greene. 

Commitlsioner WET1\fORE offered the following resolution : ~. 

Re8olved, That General George S. Greene b!3, and he hereby 
\ is, continued in the empluyment of the Department as 

Engineer in charge of the construction of the bridge about to 
be built over the Harlem Tiver, at or nellr the termination of 
Madison Avenue; that his salary be fixed, from and after 
January 1st, 1877, at the rate of $4,000 per annum, and shall be 
charged to the funds provided by law for the construction of 
said bridge." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

AJlI!S - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Consulting Engineer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Gen. George S. Greene be, and 
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hereby is, appointed Consulting Engineer of the Deplutment, 

without any salary. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes. - Commissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 
Stebbins, Wenman, 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 
one o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 31st iust., at 
9 o' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDA 'Y, JA.NUA.RY 26th, 1877. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9:15 O'OLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the 
Presideut: 

Ma. WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

CITY OF NEw YORK, t 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIO PARD, 

36 Union Square (East).-25th January, 18'17. 

Sir-You will please call a meeting of the Board, to meet to-morrow (Friday). 

at a quarter past nine o'clock, A. M., for the purpose of considering the question of 

the closing of Central Bridge. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTIIf, 

President D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 24th inst. was dispensed with. 

Central.Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the residents in the vicinity of 

Central Bridge had remonstrated against the sudden and total 

closing of the· Bridge, and that the Superintendent of P~rb 
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had reported thll,t some additional supports could be placed 
under the shore spans, which would aid in sustaining it, at an 

• expense not exceeding $1,000. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That all loaded and heavy wagons and vehicles be 
excluded from crossing the Central Bridge; that foot passen
gers and light vehicle::; in limited numbers at one time and in 
quiet weather, be permitted to cross; that the officers and mcn 
employed on the bridge be directed to warn all persons of the 
danger of crossing. 

That the resolutions adopted OQ the 24th inst., directing the 
said bridge to be closed, be altered aml modified accordingly. 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Pal'b; be directed to 
place additional supports under the Central Bridge to strength
en it, at an ex.pense not to exceed $1,000. 

(Minutes •• Tanuary 24. 1877, p. 557.) 

.The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution; and it was de'termined in the affirm

ative, a majority of nIl the members of the Board voting ill 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 9.30 
o'clock A. M. 

WM.. 1RWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31st, IS77. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. lIf. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WENlIfAN. 

" WETl\WRE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 21th and 26th 

insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Meetings of Heads of Departments. 

From the Clerks of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

of the follo:ving resolution, approved by his Honor the Mayor, 

on the 29th January, 1877, viz. : 
Resolved, That his Honor the ~fayor be, and he is hereby, directed to summon 

the heads of the several Departments aud brauches of the city government. includ. 
ing the President of the Board of Education, t.o meet wi th him at his office, on the 
first ·Wednesday of each month (and oftcJJcr if dcemec1 by him advisable). for the 
purpose of conlerring and taking council together, with ·the view of devising and 
recommending measures affecting' the public interests. and of securing that concert 
of action which is essential to an harmonious and efficient municipal administra. 
tion. 

Filed. 
Accountability for Expenditures. 

From the Comptroller of the city, as follows, viz. : 

CIRCULAR No. I.-AccoUNTABILITY FOR EXPENDITURES. 

CITY OF NEW YORK, FI~ANCE DEPARTMENT, } 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. 

January 26, 1877. 

I respectfully call your attention to Section 112 of the Charter of 1873, ;which 
provides that .. no department Qr officer shall incur any expense in exceSd. of thll 
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Sum approprilctted" for any object or purpose; and also to Section 95, which pro
vides that "any officer of the city government, or person employed in its service, 
who shall wilfully violate or evade any of the provisions of this act, " " " 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and in adcUtion to the penalties imposed 
hy law, and on conviction, shall forfeit his office and be excluded forever after 
from receiving or holding any office under the city government.'" These provisions 
of law impose strict aceountability upon the heads of departments and all other 
officers and employes of the city government for expenditures of the public moneys 
within their respective appropriations. 

The Charter of 1873 also provides that "the Finance Department shall have 
control of the fiscal concerns of the Corporation ," and that "all account~ rendered 
to and kept in the other departments shall be subject to the inspection and revis
ion of the officers of this department." '1'he departments and all officers and em
ployes of the city government will therefore be held to a strict accountability by 
the Finance Department for all expenditures of the public moneys. 

All vouchers transmitted to this department for payment will be examined with 
the utmost scrutiny, and none will be audited or paid that do not strictly conform 
to the provisions of the charter referred to and the laws relating to the same. No 
payment will be made in any case in excess of the appropriation for the specific 
object or purpose for which the expense is incurred. 

The expense of conducting the pu bHc business of this city should be kept abso
lutely within the annual appropriations made for them re~pectively, and no liability 
shonld be incurred for any expenditure in excess of any appropriation or for which 
there is no provision by a specific appropriation. All accounts should be so kept 
as to show the actual amount of liabilities incurred against each appropriation; and 
every department and officer responsible for expenditures is requested to furnish 
the Finance Department regularly with a weekly statement showing the total 
amount of such liabilities and the balance remaining to the credit of each appro
priation at the end of every week. 

The practice of transferring appropriations from one object or purpose to 
another is liable to great abuse, and should not be sanctioned or allowed, except 
in cases of actual necessity arising from unforeseen contingencies. 

Only with rigid adherence to these principles, by all departments and officers of 
the city government, can a stop be put to the accumulation of that class of claims 
against the city which have heretofore involved it in costly litigation, and largely 
increased the burden of taxation and city debt. 

Filed. 

Third Avenue Paving. 

Respectfully, 
JOHN KELLY, 

Oomptl'Qller. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, grnng his opmlOn 
upon the protest of Mr. Thos. Rae and others against assess
ing more than one half the cost of the work of paving Third 

Avenue on the property benefited, in which he states-

" Neither the Department of Public Parks nor the Board of 
" Assessors have any discretion as to the proportion of the 
" expense of improving the streets in the annexed district, in
" eluding the paving of Third Avenue referred to in your letter
" which shall be assessed upon the property. It is the duty of 
" the Department to certify to the Board of Assessors the total 
II expense of paving Third A venue, and of the Board of Assess-
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" ors to assess the whole amount so certified npon the property 
" deemed by them to be benefited by the improvement." 

(Minutes, January 3, 1877, p. 611.) 

Filed. 

r Proposed Building on Central Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the 
proposition of Mrs. Rebecca Salomon to erect an ornamental 
building in Oentral Park, be declined, as contrary to a long 
sustained and fully approved policy of the Department. 

(Minutes, Jan. 24, 1877, p. 560.) 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that the recommendatiou of 
the Landscape Architect be adopted, and that the proposition 
of Mrs. Rebecca Salomon be declined. 

Adopted. 

Propagating House. Exotic Plants. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, giving a list of plants 
required to be sold to enable the propagating houses to be 
closed. 

Oommissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That all plants that cannot be well kept in the 

conservatory at Mount St. Vincent and the lower propagating 
house, be disposed of by sale and exchange, and that the other 
two propagating houses be closed and discontinued. 

(Minutes, January 24, 1877, p. 563.) 

Adopted. 

Drainage in the 24th Ward. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 
plans and specifications for the drainage of the district in the 
24th Ward lying between Pelham Avenue and the Kingsbridge 
Road, west of the Southern Boulevard, as directed by the or
dinance of the OommQn Oouncil; and stating that the esti

mated cost of the work is $8,973.40. 
(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1876, p. 430.) 

Laid over. 
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Maps of Streets in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, stating that to 

color two lithograph maps of the 23d and 24th Wards, so as 

to show the streets opened and proposed to be opened, and the 

grades of such streets by figures, would cost $100. That to 

prepare two maps on a sufficiently large scale to show the di

mensions of the streets, the manner in which property is cut, 

and the depth of cutting and filling on the proposed grades, 

woulJ cost $1,100. 
. (~1inutes, Jan'y 24, 1877, p. 550.) 

Referred to the President. 

Museum of Art. Bill of ~[oran « Armstrong. 

From Mr. C. Vanx, Architect, and the Superintending Archi
tect, stating that they have examined the bill of Messrs. 

Moran & Armstrong for extm work at the Museum of Art 

building, amounting to $4,980.88; and that they are entitled to 

r~ceive $4,415.76 ill full for the work done. 
(~Iil1lltCS, ,Tan. 10, 1877, p. 528.) 

Commissioner \VET)lOHE offered tJw following resolution: 

Resolved, rrhat this Board, having exam~nec1 the subject of 
the bill of ~Iessrs. Moran &; Armstrollg for oxtm work at the 

. Museum of Art lJll~lc1ing, and beiug of opinion that it has no 
power to allow sallle and grant the relief requested by Messrs. 
Moran & Armstrong, rejects said bill, and the same hereby is 
rejected. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From ~Ir. O. Vaux, Architect, recommending that the Angell 

& Bbke Manufacturing Company be gi \'011 aa order for the fol

lowing additional \York in connection with their contract for 

heating and ventilnting the Museum of Art building, at a colt 

of $359, viz. : 

The steam pipes to be connected with ten rain water leaders, 
at the level of the basement floor. 

A l!-inch steam pipe, with a ~-inch return pipe, to be con
tinued from the level of the picture gallery floor up to and un· 
der the valleys and gutters of each wing. 
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A strip of hair felt ~-inch thick, backed with canvas, eighteen 
inches wide, to be suspended under said pipes, and secured 
to,the roof. 

The communication is endorsed by :Mr. Theodore Weston, 
approving of same on behalf of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said extra work be ap
proved, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue an 

order to the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company there

for, at a price not exceeding $359. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor, 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Samuel T. Munson. 

From ,the' Lieutenant, forwarding the. resignation of Patrol

man Saml!el T. Munson, to take effect January 25th, 1877. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said resignation be accepted. 

Adopted. 

Ice on the Pool, Central Park. 

From Mr. C. Ryan, licensee of the Mount St. Vincent Restau

rant, requesting permission to cut and take sufficient ice from 

the Pool in Central Park to fill his ice-houses. 
(Minutes, December 27, 1877, p. 501.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that permission be given to 
Mr. C. Ryan to cut and take sufficient ice from the Pool in 
Central Park to fill his ice-houses, on condition that he does 
the work under the supervision of the Superintendent of Parks, 
alfd that he repairs any injury to the grass, trees, &c., on the 
Park whic~ may be caused thereby, at his own expense. 

Adopted. 
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Skating House. 

From Mr. John H. Matthews, complaining of the conduct of 
one of the employes of Mr. C. Ryan, in the Skating House at 
the Lake, Central Park. 

Also from Mr. C. Ryan, explaining the circumstance com
plained of, and stating that his employe was not to blame in 
the matter. 

Filed. 

Lamps at the Battery. 

From the New York & New Jersey Globe Gas-Light Company , 
stating that forty-four lamps at the Battery Park required to 
be repaired, and offering to have them repaired at a cost of $1 
per lamp. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that an order be given to said 
New York & New Jersey Globe Gas-Light Company to repair 
forty-four lamps on the Battery Park, at a cost not exceeding $1 
per lamp. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum Natural History Building-. 

Prom Mr. F. VV. Lawrence, contractor for laying the artificial 
stone flooring on the Museum of Natural History Building, 
presenting a bill of $726.60 for extra work done under his 

contract. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said bill be rejected. 

Adopted. 
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Pontoon Bridge. 

From Mr. D. Klein, offering to construct a pontoon bridge 
over the Harlem River. 

Filed. 

Museum of Arts. 

From Mr. Joseph C. Brady, with duplicate assignments to 
Mr. James Brady, of his contract for the carpenter's work in 
the Museurp. of Art. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said assignments be received; 
that one be filed with the contract, and the other transmitted 

to the Finance Departmen t. 
(Minutes, Oct. 18, 1877, p. 350.) 

Adopted. 

Applications for Positions on Police Force. 

A pplications from the following persons for positions on the 
police force were recehed and ordered to be filed, viz: Can
field T. Barlow, John Fagan, Daniel J. Sullivan, Julius C. 
Guba, and James Dempsey. 

Notice of Warrant of Attachment. 

The PRESIDENT presented a notice of warrant of attachment 
issued in the suit of Michael Egan, administrator of Bryan 
Egan V8. John Collins, in the Supreme Court, which had been 
served on the Department by Mr. Hiram B. Ferguson, 
attorney for the Plaintiff, and he moved that it be referred 
to the Counsel to the Corporation to take such action as may 
be necessary, a,nd that a copy of said notice be placed on file. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Anderson, Pierce & Co., paints ...... " . City Parks Imp~. 

Fund ........ . 

Crombie, Thos. J., oak lumber ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ....... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ . 

IIarmer, Hayes & Co., harness materials. ~laint. and Govmt, 

P. &: P ..... " .. 

$4'1 25 

51 60 

Kelso Bros., coal.. .. ................ Mus. Xat. History, $112 50 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P & P......... 10 00 

King, Briggs &; Co., files ............... Maint and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 

McCarthy, John C., coal. .............. Maint and Govmt. 

P. & P . 

Mahoney, Michael, stone .............. City Parks Iml't. 

Fund ........ . 

Mott, J. L., Irr)ll \Yorks, stoves and fix- City Parks Impt. 

tures. . . .. . . ... . .. . . .... ... . ... . . . :Fund ........ . 

Mus. Nat. History. 

New York Cement Co., cement ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Pratt, Chas., & Co. oil. ................ }laint. and Govmt. 

P. & 1' ........ 

Harlem R. 13. Rep. 

Impt. Fund .... 

Van Winkle, E. B., Eervices ............ Flagging M.arion 

Avenue ...... . 

Wallwork & Co., stamp ribbon .......... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. & P ......•. 

:;:38 82 

130 35 

015 36 

1 85 

98 85 

16 63 

122 50 

13 95 

9 00 

02 53 

169 17 

312 50 

17 21 

60 

2 06 

$921 65 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. $1S1S'1 '15 

City Parks Improvement Fund... ..................... 118 60 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 242 85 

1 81S 

60 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance .. 

Flagging Marion Avenue ............................ ,. 

--- $921611 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nine hundred and twenty·one dollars 
and sixty.five cents. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENlIIAN, I Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Committe,. 

New York, January Slst, 1877. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
c. Vaux, commissions and superintendence Museum of Art .•..••.... $1,625 00 

Amounting to the Bum of sixteen hundred and twenty.five dollars. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENlIIAN. t Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Committll!. 

New York, January 31st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

A.yes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Telegraph Instrument. 

The TREASURER verbally reported, that the Department was 
bound by the contract entered into ,with the Gold & Stock 
Telegraph Company, and that said company wotlld not vary 
the terms of their agreement. 

(Miuutes, Jau. 17, 1877, p. 547.) 

Accepted. 

.' 
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Broken Stone for 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT presented a list of the orders outstanding 
for broken stone, in pursuance of the order of the Board on the 
6th December, 1876, and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the work of breaking stone on the roads, &c., 
in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. under orders 
as heretofore directed, be discontinued after the completion of 
the outstanding orders. 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards be directed to prepare specifications for 
the delivery of broken stone in such quantities and at such 
points in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards as he 
may require, and that the Secretary insert the necessary adver
tisements for proposals for the delivery of the same. 

(Minutes, Dec. 6, 18~6, p. 455.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Gasaliers. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill of Messrs. Mitchell, Vance & 

00. for repairs and new globes for the Gasaliers at Fifth Ave
nue and Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Streets, amounting 
to $100.95, and stated that the order given Messrs. Mitchell, 

Vance & Co., by the Treasurer, on the 3d June, 1876, was only 
for the tepairs, which formed but a small part of the bill; that 
the Superintendent of Parks could not certify for more than 
the work and materials for the repairs, but had certified that 

nlthough the remaining materials had been furnished without 
orders they were necessary. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that said bill be approved 
and payment authorized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

~gree to said motion, ~nd it was determined in the aftirm!l!~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
/ Wetmore-4. 

Accident on Lake, Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS stated that Mr. Delafield, residing at 
46 East Twenty-second Street, informed him that his son had 
been severely hurt while skating in the Central Park on the 
24th instant, and had been brought home, cared for and 
shown a great deal of attention by one of the officers of the 
Park. He then moved that it be referred to the President to 
ascertain the name of the officer and the circumstances of the 
case. 

Adopted. 

Quarterly Report to his Honor the Mayor. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Honoi' the Mayor 
of the proceedings of the Department for the three months 
ending December 31st, 1876. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report be referred to 
the President to sign and transmit to his Honor the Mayor. 

(Minutes, Nov. 8, 1876, p. 401.) 

Adopted. 

John F. Carroll. 

Morris E. Sterne. 

Messrs John F. Carroll, and Morris E. Sterne, clerks, were 
then received and allowed an opportunity of making an ex
planation, concerning their proposed removal, as directed by 
the Board on the 24th instant. 

(Minutes, January 24th, 1877, p. 566.) 

They then addressed the Board. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the subject uf the 
removal o~ Messrs John F. Carroll, and Morris E. Sterne, clerks, 



582 [ Wednesday, 

be laid over, and that ;their pay be fixed at the rate of $1,000 
per annum each, from January lst, 1877, until the further order 
of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of Commissioner WERMAN, the Board then went 

into exe'mtive session, for the consideration of the reduction 
of the expenses of the department for the year 1877. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board took a recess at one 
o'clock, P. M. until half-past three o'clock P. M. 

At half past three o'clock P. M. the Board reassembled, all 
the commissioners being present. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the following report on the 
general subject of reducing the expenses of the maintenance of 
the parks, within the limits of the appropriation for the year, 
and with it presented a report from the Landscape Architect, 
and Superintendent of Pal'ks, as directed by the Board on the 

24th inst., all of which were received and ordered to be printed 
in tbe minutes. 

(Minutes, January 24, 1877, p. 564.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIO PARKa,} 
New York, 30 January, 1877. 

To the Board of Gommissionres: 

The appropriations for maintenance for the year 1877 are so 
greatly diminished, compared with previous years as to re
quire very decided reductions in all branches of maintenance 
expenditure. 

\ 
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They compare as follows: 

APPROPRI-

EXPENDITURES FOR 18'73. 1874. 18'75. 1876.* ATION FOR 

18'7'7. 

Salaries .... , ...... . 9~,34'7 00 '7'7,060 00 55,000 00 45,000 00 
Police ............. . 
General maintenance. 

89,659 62 6'7,369 54 96,019 25 86,'7'78 08 90,000 00 
342,146 20 310,061 84 276,393 94 1'74,300 00 145,000 00 

Museums, ........ . 
Harlem River Bridge. I 8,048 18 

6,955 00 
9,598 97 

25,408 '75 26,95'7 25 29,2'73 19 30,000 00 
19,53'7 82 31,135 '78 19,779 72 '7,000 00 

~~~i;~~d~~~~ D~j : : : I '7,500 60 4,642 00 4,845 40 4,000 00 
9,'796 60 '7,756 51 '7,500 06 

Maint. 23d and 24th 
Wards ......... .. 

Bronx River Bridges. 
Surveying 23d and 

40,126 05 49,931 10 44,656 90 26,000 00 
500 00 

24th Wards ...... . 
City Hall pavement .. 

56,201 49 33,518 89 23,894 23 10,000 00 
9,589 42 

* Partly estimated. 

These maintenance expenditures are divided into three 
general classes. 

1st. The sums for special objects. On the basis of last 
year's expenditure, these stand as follows: The second column 
showing a possible reduction for 1877. 
Museums ................................. . 
Gas ....... , .............................. . 
Office rent .. , ............................. . 
Coal ....................................... . 
Feed, Horses and Animals. . . .. . . . . • .. ..' ... . 
Telegraphing and Miscellaneous ........ , ...... . 

$30,000 
25,000 
5,000 
1,800 

10,000 
1,000 

$72,800 

$20,000 
15,000 
5,000 
1,800 
7,000 
1,000 

$49,800 

2d. For men in permanent places or in buildings, and whose 
labor is necessary in order to put the working force in the 
field: 
Buildings-viz. : Estimattd. 

Arsenal, } 
Uriuals and Cottages, ., ................ $10,000 
Ladies' Cottages, 

Care of Horses and Animals......... ........... 11,000 
Blacksmiths ............. " ... , . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 5,600 
Harnessmaker, ..... , ........................ 920 
Plumbers ... " ................ , . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 1,840 
Mechanical Engineer......... ................. 1,400 
Art Gallery. .. ......... .••.•...•.••••••.... 560 
Janitor.. ........................ ............ 1,100 
Messenger. . . . . . . .. ........................•. 780 

$33,200 

$8,000 

'7,000 
3,800 

920 
920 

1,400 
560 

1,100 
'780 

$24,480 
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3d. The laboring force which does the work on the Parks 
and their foremen. 

This includes the following works : 
Roads and bridle roads, 
Paths, 
Turf and grass, 
Planting trees and shrubs, 
Skating pond and ice, 
Green-houses, 
Transverse roads, 
Drainage, 
Repairs of buildings, 
Seats and signs, 
Lakes and water. 

This last is the real work of the Park, and where the money 
reaches its proper object and produces results of permanent 
value. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Appropriation for 1877 ................... 8175,000 
Deduct the 1st class ........... , . . . . . . . . . . . 72,800 

102,200 
Deduct 2d~class..... ... . .... . . .. .... .. ... 33,200 

This leaves for 3d class. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 69,000 

$175,000 
49,800 

125,200 
24,480 

100,720 

Making an average:per month.. . . ... . . .. . . . $5,750 $8,560 

The decrease is more apparent by the following comparison. 
An appropriation reduced by one-half, diminishes the amount 
available for the third, or valuable class of expenditures, in a 
greater proportion. 

I 1873. 1874. i 1875.' I 187~.·· I 1877 . .. -----1--:--\---
Maintenance t 'i"342146 "'335,470 II "'303,350 $203,573 "'175,000 expenditure l ., .,. 'iP, <P 'iP 'iP 

Dedll.ct } 1 \ 9 I 0 

~;;3~~1·: .. :: ~-=~I~:-~:-~:-
This leads to the following conclusions: 
1st. The propriety of a reduction of the wages. 
2d. The suspension of the work in winter and midsummer, 

and its more active prosecution in the spring and fall. 
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At the best it will not be practicable to keep the Parks 
in their usual fine condition. Even if the appearance is kept 
up, it will be at the cost of a greater outlay in the future 
than would be necessary now. Some part of the necessary 
work of the Parks must be suspended or neglected, and this 
willlead necessarily to serious injury. The details of this 
work and the disastrous result of the reductions we must. 
make are set forth in the accompanying reports of Mr. 
Olmsted and Mr. Munckwitz. 

This presentation of the caSe failed to convince the Board 
of Estimates and Apportionment when the subject was before 
them in December, 1876. 

Respectfully, 
(Sigd.) 'WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, 
New York, 30th January, 1877. 

The Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 
President of the Board: 

SIR,-The undersigned have the honor to report under in
structions of a resolution of the Board of the 25th inst., as to 
maintenance of the parks during the remainder of the current 
year. 

Under the circumstances it is best to avoid any radical 
change of system, as far as practicable, for a change of system 
involves temporary loss of efficiency, and such loss might not, 
in this case, be compensated within the year. Wisdom pre
sumably lies, therefore, in reducing equaJly all departments of 
maintenance. If this course is to be adopted, however, certain 
consequences are to be expected, to which the attention of the 
Board should not fail to be given. 

A certain part of the duties of maintenance, and that part 
which has the most public attention, which has always em
ployed the larger number of men, and taken the larger share 
of the outlay for maintenance, is of a simple character, requir
ing but little special knowledge or skill. Such are those of keep
ing the roads and walks gravelled, watered and cleaned; the 
seats in place and in order; the houses open and tidy; the 
water flowing in the fountains, etc. 

Neglect or bad work in this class of duties is immediately 
detected, at once causes public inconvenience, offense and 
complaint, and nearly always may be readily brought home to 
the foreman responsible for it. It follows that every foreman 
looks as sharply as he well can after this part of his business, 
and if shorthanded or pi'essed for time, leaYes other work 
llndone. 
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It is hard to realize the difficulties of this class of duties, but 
some of them may be partly understood if consideration is gi,:en 
to the number of operations and the extent of surface whIch 
must be traversed daily to secure a barely decent degree of 
tidiness in certain particulars. 

There are, for example, movable seats in tbe parks equiva
lent in capacity to 15,000 chairs, each of which is to be kept in 
a proper place, and tolerably clean. There is a space of 25,000 
square yards of roofed fiooring to be swept daily, and of 500,000 
square yards, (or 100 acres) of concrete orgravened surface to be 
kept in order. A mall must travel a course of at least 60 miles 
merely to glance at it all. The simplest operations thus daily 
required must be performed by men working each by himself. 
Of course they cannot be driven up to great activity, nor is it 
possible to secure moderate efficiency in this part of park 
maintenance, except at an outlay which will take. the larger 
share of all that can be expended in wages. 

To make the sum available for wages of such common labor 
as is thus needed as Imge as possible, the Board has during 
the last three years been reducing its superior force, uutilnow 
its outlay for salaries and for wages of skilled men is but little 
more than a third as much as it was in 1873. . 

It may be desirable to point out the fallacy of supposing that 
this policy can be pushed further in the interests of economy. 
It lies in the fact that when all the class of duties of which the 
object is the immediate convenience and gratification of the 
public in the parks has beelJ perfOlmer1, the most important, 
most difficult, and what under a thoroughly prur1ent syscem of 
municipalmttnagement might be the most costly part of the 
maintenance of the parks has yet to be pl'oyided fo1'. This is the 
provident conservation of value in the fhetl property lodged in 
the parks and the provident d,evelopment of value in the plan
tations. It is probably within bounds to say that the snm 
which the Department has expended during the last year in this 
part of its duty is not equal to a quarter of one per cent. of 
the capital which the city bas invested in the property to be 
kept in repair, a proportion which to anyone who knows the 
character of that property and the conditions on which its 

_ integrity depends must be recognized as absurdly inade
quate. 

In this prudential department of maintenance moreover, 
important duties may be slighted, neglected or postponed 
from year to year, and except upon close and skillful techni
cal investigation, the dereliction of duty pass unnoticed. 

Several thousands of dollars have been expended during 
the last year in repairing damages wholly due to the care
less obstruction and neglect of a drain" pipe several years 
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since by a foreman now unknown. There are 150 miles of 
underground pipes in the parks, any neglected disorder of 
which at once sets like destructive agencies at work. 

Among the economies practiced last summer in order that 
the Department might live within its means, was a reduction 

r made by express order of the Board of the nnmber of water 
carts to be used on the roads of the Central Park. 
It resulted that the pleasure of those visiting the park, 
whether in carriage or on foot, was destroyed by the dust. 
and the Commission was in consequenC'e subjected for seve
ral days to derision and denunciation. Yet the injury to the 
public thus complained of was of trifling consequence compared 
with another injury which would have occurred if the watering 
services had not been instantly and liberally increased wlu'n 
the danger of it became obvious. 

The roads began to break IlP from excessive dryness and 
heat, and had not the remedy been promptly applied, would 
have soon become impassable until repairs had been made for 
which the Commission had no mean~, and which would have 
cost a larger sum than the entire annual expense of the main
tenance of the roads under a truly provident ald economical 

'- management. 
The Commission should not fail to consider that the fittings 

of the parks are generally in bad repair. The force available 
for intelligent examination of the various structures, for plan
ning and executing desirable repairs, bas long been much less 
than it should be. Some of the minor consequences are sure 
to be felt by the public before the year is past. One of the 
cottages is so dilapidated that its use has been discontinued; 
others are leaky; several require painting; many of the fixed 
seats have fallen to pieces. The movable seats, subject to 
much wear and the constant action of the elements, should, as 
a matter of economy, have a fresh coat of paint annually; 
what it would cost would be more than compensated by saving 
in the rust of the iron, and the warping, rotting and splintering 
of the wood work. The seats have had no paint in the last 
two years, and none can be allowed them this year. 

The results of injudicious saving in these respects are of 
small consequence compared with those which follow in the 
unnecessarily rapid progress in unsoundness of the more sub-
stantial strnctures. . 

No improvement in this respect is contemplated in the 
scheme of force to be employed, with which this report will 
close simply because it is known that it wonld be useless to 
recommend it. All that is proposed is to check the progress of 
decay and deterioration so far as to prevent serious. public in
convenience, .and guard against immediate consequences of a 
disastrous character. 
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The question of the management of the plantations, so that 
their value to the public shall duly increase with their age, is 
not simply one between the performance and the neglect of 
certain operations, but largely one of the knowledge, good judg
ment, personal interest and faithfulness of the men who shall 
be employed in certain work which will, in any case, be done . 

. How so, may be briefly indicated. There are various places in 
the Central Park where, within a space not much larger than 

_ the room in which the Board sits, there is occasion, in the or
dinary operations of maintenance, such as mowing, the gather
ing of rubbish and the distribution of the manure, for a 
discrimination which no man can be expected to exercise who 
has not had a good general education as a gardener, with some 
special education, such as no ordinary laborer is capable of 
receiving, in the motives of design of the locaHty. For example, 
in one part is the bay of a broad lawn, the turf of which it is 
desirable to keep closely mown,and on which dead leaves, or 
any other plants than certain grasses, are a blemish. Over this 
it is desirable that the manure should be evenly spread. On 
another part there is a group of pines, which are better with 
no manure, except that which nature deposits, namely the 
same rubbish which is an injury to the adjoining turf. A third 
part is a knoll between and about the rocks of which a special 
soil has been placed for a particular class of shrubs and plants, 
some of which should trail out irregularly toward the turf. 
Over this gruund there should be no mowing; dead leaves 
and rubbish should be removed only when excessive; then by 
hand, and with discretion. 

To save the expense of work to be performed with dis
crimination, such as is thus indicated, thousands of trees and 
plants have been killed on the Central Park, and half the 
beauty lost which it was designed and expensively pre
pared to exhibit. But one man competent to use such discrim
ination as is needed in these respects has, of late years, been 
employed to fifty acres of the ground to be cared for. Last 
autumn a part of the men of this class were suspended in order 
to save wages, and half the plants, usually protected, were left 
uncovered for the winter. ,The men employed at less wages in 
the place of those suspended often pulled up and raked out, 
as weeds and rubbish, plants which had been nursed with care 
during the summer. For want of proper force, there will be 
this winter no thinning of the plantations, no prunings, and 
even the dead and dying trees marked last fmmmer for removal 
must be suffered to remain cumberers of the ground .. 

These considerations are placed thus plainly before the 
Board in order that it may be fully understood that the recom
mendations about to be offered are made with no expectation 
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that anyone of the divisions of the force proposed will be 
adequate for the work which should be done. 

To reduce the needed outlay for coal and lessen the duties 
of the small number of skilled men for the horticultural work 
(one gardener in charge and olle assistant for each sixty acres 

(' of ground), it is proposed that the usual decoration of the small 
parks with bedding, plants, &c., be wholly, and that of the 
Oentral Park mainly, discontinued, and that about half the 
present exotic collection be at once sold and the houses closed 
in which it is contained. A still further reduction is also pro
posed in the number of gas-lights to be burned within the small 
parks (one-third of the jets are now left unlighted). 

By these and other means, it is estimated that the outlay for 
the following named purposes may be reduced to the amounts 
named: . , 
Coal. ........•.... : ..••......•• " .. .......................... 1,600 
Gas-Lighting .......... , . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . 14,000 
Gravel. • • • . . • •. . . . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. • • . . . . . . . . . 4,000 
Feed for animals and horses..................... ., .........•.. 6,500 
Materials. . . . . . . .• . .. .........................•.... .......... 2,000 
Office rent. • • • . . . .. . . . . . . . ..... _ " . . . . . . . . . . . .. , . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 1),000 
Museums of Art and Natural History. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
Miscellaueous. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .................. 600 

• $63,'700 

The following is an estimate of the force which will be need
ed, classified with a view to the most imperative duties, with 
waRes as at present. . 

To be employed within doors; in offices, the menagerie, cot
tages, &c., (not including indoor mechanics). 

(Two cottages are proposed to be closed, and the attendants 
at the menagerie to be paid wholly out of the museum fund) ; 
1 janitor at Arsenal. 
4 animal keepers. 
1 attendant at Statuary Room, Mt, St. Vincent. 
12 men's cottages. 
8 women's cottages. 
1 skilled laborer, superintendent's office. 
1" .. disbursing clerk's office. 
1 office of design and superintendence. 

',-. 1 janitor, at 16th Street office. 

II. 
MEOHANICS' SERVICE. 

1 mechanical engineer. 
1 foreman of carpenters and painters. 
2 plnmbers. 
2 painters. 
2 . laborers, with painters. 
5 carpenters. 
2 laborers, with carpenters. 
3 blacksmiths. 
S helpers. 
1 laborer. 



1 superintending gardener. 
7 division gardeners. 
7 assistants. 
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III. 
GARDENING SERVICE. 

IV. 

GENERAL WORK, CARE OF ROADS, WALKS, BUILDINGS, TURF 
AND OUTDOOR DUTIES. 

1 general foreman. 
5 foremen. 
1 assistant foreman. 
1 laborer. inspecting gas lamps, &c. 
1 cartman, hauling supplies, &c. 
106 laborers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Sgd.) 

(Sgd.) 

FRED. LAW. OLMSTED, 
Laudscape Architect. 

.JULIUS }\fUNCKWITZ, 
Superintendent of Parks. 

Metropolitan M~eum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, from the auditing committee, made 

a verbal report concerning the apportionment of the' amount 

allowed for the care, preservation and exhibition of the collec

tions of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the American 

Museum of Natural History. 
(Minut.es, Jauuary 20, 1877, p. 552.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be requested 
to advise this Department, whether, under the provisions of 
Section 7, Chapter 756 Laws of 1873, and the action of the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment, the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, and the American Museum of Natural History, are entitled 
to the whole amount of $30,000 for the care, preservation and 
exhibition of their collections this year, or whether the amount 
to be applied for those purposes, IS not at the discretion of this 
Department, within the sum of $30,000. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Trustees of the Metropolitan M)lseum of 
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Art and American Museum of Natural History be invited to 
attend a meeting of the Board, to be held on Wednesday, the 
7th February, 1877, at 9 o'clock A. M. and to present a state
ment of the receipts and expenditures, from all sources, of said 
museums for 1876, and an estiIr.ate of those for 1877, to enable 
the Department to determine what allowance should be made 
to each in view of the reduction the Department is forced to 
make in every branch of its maintenance, because of the de
crease of the amount of the appropriation for that purpose, 

That the Board will hear the Trustees on the question, as to 
whether the provisions of Section 7, Chapter 756, Laws of 
1873, make an absolute appropriation of $30,000 for the use of 
said museums, or whether the Department can apply an 
amount not exceeding that sum for their benefit. 

Adopted. 
Bridge Keepers, Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a bridge-keeper be appointed for the Third 

Avenue Bridge and also for the Central Bridge, and that their 
salaries be fixed at $1,000 per annum each. 

That it shall be the dut;' of said bridge-keepers to keep said 
bridges clean and to open and close the draws at all times 
when necessary. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said l'esolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wet
more-4. 

Employment of Mechanics, Laborers, &c. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That until further order no mechanic or laborer 

be employed, or required to work, or be paid for more than 
eight hours a day. 

(Minutes, January 10, 1877, p. 534.) 

Adopted. 

Pay of Gardeners. Skilled LahJ>rers, &c. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the subject of the ad-
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justtneilt of the pay of gardeners, skilled laborers, mechanics, 
&0., be taken up, that the pay of each or each class be acted 

on provisionally, and the list be then acted on as a whole. 

Adopted. 

After consideration of the various pays separately, Commis
sioner Wenman offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the pay of the under-mentioned employes 
and classes of employes, except those employed in the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards, be fixed as follows, to take 
effect on January 28th, 1877', viz.: 
Superintending Gardener or Foreman of Gardeners ........ , " ... $5 50 per day. 
Division Gardeners ....................•.................... 2 50 .. 
Gardeners. " .............................................. 2 00 
Engineer of the Steam Engine on Third Avenue Bridge ....... '" 2 50 
Cartmen. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . .. 3 00 
Harness Makers ....... " ....... , ............... , .. '" ....... 2 50 
Carpenters .•..••.............................. ,. . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 75 
Plumbers ....................................... " ......... 2 75 
Ladies' Maids ............................................... 1 50 
W aldron Young, skilled laborer. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 3 00 
John Watkins, .. .. ........................... 3 50 
Jas. H. Hart, .... , ..........•............... 2 flO 
Frederick Schreiber, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 50 
John Fag!1n, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............. 2 00 
Tobias Lyness, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . .... 2 50 
Peter Carroll, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 2 25 
John Reynolds, ........... '" ... ' " .. .. . . .. .. 2 00 
All other skilled laborers, watchmen and messengers ............. 1 60 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favot 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins,Wenman,Wetmore-
4. 

Ladies' Cottages. 

Commissioner WEiNMA.N offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Ladies' Cottages situated near l10th 

Street and Sixth Avenue in the Central Park, and in Washing
ton Square, be closed until the further order of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman,Wetmore-
4. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner WENMAN, from the committee appointed to 
report upon the reorganization of the police force, made a par
tial report verbally, and recommended that Robert P. Scofield 
be appointed Captain of the force. 

(Minutes, Jan. 10, 1877, p. b36.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be received, 
and that action thereon be laid over. 

Adopted. 
Civil and Topographical Force. 

Commissioner WEN MAN offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That thfl 1';alaries of the under-mentioned employes 

be fixed at the rates set opposite their names, to take effect 
from January 1st, 1877, viz. : 
J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer .......... $4,200 per annum. 
C. R. Schott, Division Engineer ....... , ............... 2,200" .. 
S. S. Haight, .Assistant Division Engineer............. .. 1,500 " 
F. S. Odell, " " " ... , .........• , 1,200 " 
F. Greiffenberg. Dl'aughtsman ......................... ,. 1,500 " 
T. J. O'Sullivan, " . . . . . . . ... ............... 1,000 " 
F. W. Brown, Clerk....................... ............ . 60 " month. 

Resolved, That the removal of the following named employes 
be proposed, that they be notified that their removal is 
proposed because of the reduction of the appropriation for the 
payment of their salaries this year, and not on any personal 
grounds, and that an opportunity of making an explanation will 
be allowed to them at a meeting to be held on Wednesday, the 
7th February, 1877, at nine o'clock A. M., namely: 

~. R. L. Cooke, Division Engineer. 
George A. Cnshing, Division Engineer. 
A. M. Bailey, Assistant Division Engineer. 
Thos. Fox, Rodman. 
Matthew Cox, Rodman. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favo:r thereof, as follows: 
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.Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4:. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Transfer of Appropriations for Salaries, 1876. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that under thA following res

olution, adopted on the 17th January, 1877, viz. : 

.. Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and App0rtionment be. and hereby is, 
.. requested to transfer, upon the books of the Finance Department, from the appro· 
" priation to the Department of Public Parks, for' Salaries of Police, &e., 1876,' 
"~for which it is not required), to the appropriation to said liepartment for 
" • Salaries of the President, Clerks, Engineers, &e., 187~,' a sufficient sum to ml'et 
.. the liabilities on t.hat account for 1876"-

the sum of nine thousand one hundred and .ninety-five dollars 
and twenty six cents, be specified as the Sllm which this De
partment requests to have transferred to the account of Salaries 
of t.he President, Clerks, Engineers, &c., 1876, and that this 
action be transmitted to the Finance Department, with a re
quest for such transfer. 

(Minutes, Jan. 17, 1877, p. 547.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at five 

o'clock P. M., to meet on Friday, the ~d February, 1877, at 
three o'clock 1'. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDA.Y, FEBRUARV ~d, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of January 31st, 1877, 

were read and approved. 

The following communication was presented and read: 

Museum of Art .. 

From Mr. John Hogan, contractor, asking that his bill for 

extl'a work on the Museum of Art building, and which was 

presented to the Board on the 15th December, 1875, be set

tled without litigation. 
(Minutes, December 15, 1875, p. 4~~.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, and the Superintending Architect, 

for their report. 
Adopted. 

W. J. Morgan, Patrolman. 

The PRlllSIDENT reported thllit it was Patrolman W. J. Morgan 
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who had attended the son of Mr. Delafield when he met with 
an accident on ~he Central Park, as mentioned by Commis
sioner Stebbins at the Jast meeting. That the conduct of the 
officer was in every way becoming and worthy of praise. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 581.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be requested 
to write a letter of eommendation to officer W. J. Morgan for 
his conduct on the occasion, and that the letter be read to the 
force. 

Adopted. 

On the motion of Commissioner WENMAN, the Board ad
journed at 4.HO o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 7th 
inst., at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Sec1'etary D. P. P. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7th, IS77. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O· OLOOK A. H. 

Presen t-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETlIIORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of February 2d, 1877, 
were read and approved. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art . 

. American Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Trustees of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the American Museum of Natural History 
were present, as requested by the Board on the 31st of January 
last, and moved that the order of business be suspended, and 

• that they be received. 
(Minutes, January 31,18'17, p. 590.) 

Adopted. 
The following gentlemen, representing said museums, were 

then received, viz. : 
Messrs. Theo. Roosevelt, W. C. Prime, Robert Gordon, Rutherford Stuyvesant, 

Robert Hoe, Jr., W. A. Haines, D. Huntington, Thos. Bland, and A. S. Bickmore. 

Mr. Roosevelt addressed the Board, and read the opinion 
of Mr. Joseph H. Choate, in which he holds that the action of 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment makes it ob
ligatory on this Department to apply the whole of the sum 
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of $30,000 to the use of said museums. He also handed in 
statements of the receipts and expenditures of both museums 
for 1876. Messrs. W. C. Prime and W. A. Haines also ad
dressed the Board, and urged the necessity of the museums re
ceiving the whole of said SOl? of $30,000 this year, even if the 
Departn:ent has the right only to apply a portion of it for their 
benefit. 

They then retired, and the order of business was resumed. 

The following communications were then presented and read: 

Morningside Park. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in reply to the request 
of the Board for his advice as to whether this Department can 
construct Momingside Pa~k, and pay for the work under the 
provisions of Section 8, Chapter 697, Laws of ]867. 

(Minutes, November 15, 1876, p. 411.) 

Filed. 

John Bogart, Superintending Engineer. 

From Mr. John Bogart, Superintending Engineer, stating 
that he does not intend, and will not claim any pay as Super
iritending Engineer, or as an employe of the Department, 
unless directed to perform the duties belonging to the position. 

(Minutes, February 18, 1876, p. 644.) 

Filed. • 

Wilson Crosby. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that the Finance De
partment had deducted the amounts due to Mr. Wilson 
Crosby, from the pay-rolls of the engineers employed on the 
construction and improvement of Riverside Avenue, for the 

months of November and December, 1876. 
(Minutes, December 27, 1876, p. 499.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Wilson Crosby be given the 

\ 
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official designation of "Second Assistant Engineer/' to take 
effect from the date of his appointment. 

(Minutes, Nov. 29, 1876, p. 441.) 

Adopted. 

The Casino. 

From Mr. O. Ryan, licensee of the refreshment saloons 
on Central Park, requesting that the Oasino be repainted 
inside. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the Counsel to the Oor
poration be requested to advise the Department whether it has 
the power to allow Mr. Ryan to make the repairs required, and 
deduct the cost thereof from the fees which he pays under the 
terms of his agreement. 

Adopted. 

John Beckett. 

From John Beckett, skilled laborer, applying to have his pay 
increased. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that John Beckett; skilled 
laborer; be discharged from the service of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
--4. 

Notice of Attachment. 

i 

From the Sheriff of the City of New York, notifying the 
Department that he had made an attachment on certain pro
perty on the Twenty-third Ward, in pursuance of the 
authority of a warrant of attachment issued in tlie suit of 
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Michael Eagan, Administrator of Bryan Eagan, VB John 
Collins. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 577.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that a copy of said notice be placed 
on file, and that the original notice be transmitted to the 
Counsel to the Corporation for such action as he may deem 
necessary. 

Adopted. 

EngineerB on Construction. 

From Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, reporting upon 
the duties performed by the assistants employed on construc
tion works under his supervision. 

Referred to the President. 

Meeting at the Mayor's Office. 

From the Ohief Clerk of his Honor the Mayor, summoning 
the President to meet with the Mayor on the first Wednesday 
of February, at 12 o'clock, noon. 

Filed. 

Jacob Weinnig. 

From Mr. Howard Potter, calling the attention of the Com
missioners to the destitute condition of Jacob Weinnig, late a 
patrolman on the police force. 

From the Police Surgeon, l~eporting upon his condition, in 
which he states: 

" In order to learn something of his present circumstances, I 
" visited him this morning and found him in a most deplorable 
"state, physically prostrate, and destitute, in a great degree, of 
"the necessaries of life. His condition is such as to call into 
i. action the best feelings and emotions of humanity. 

The PRESIDENT reported, that in pursuance of the directions 
of the Board, on the 18th October last, he had discharged said 
Jacob Weinnig from the force, on the 1st December, 1876. 

(MinuteB, Oct. 18, 1876, p. 860.) 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said Jacob Weinnig .be 
restored to the position of Patrolman, on the Police force, 
from January 1st, ]877, and that lie be allowed half-pay from 
that date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 
Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Truck to move Tr,ees, 

From Mr. John Hoey, requesting the Department to lend 
him, for a few days, a truck suitable to move large trees.. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Hoey's request be 

\.. granted. , 
Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. J. V. Donovan, contractor for the carpenter's 
work of the Museum of Natural History building, requesting 
an additional pl1yment on account of said work. 

(Minutes, January 3, 18'77, p. 507.) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect to report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker, N. Ho, and G. W.Quintard, labor 

anll ~a~erials ...................... Impt. and Conet. 

of RiversideAv-

enne.! ......••. $1,61111 76 
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Donvan, I. V., labor and materials ...... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Company, rent 

of line ... , .....•. " .......... " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Company, gas.meter . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... ,.' 

Lefferte, Marshall, galvanized iron ..... , City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Martin, I. M. C., '" Sons, feather dusters. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 

Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P ..... . 

McNab '" Harlan Mfg. Co" plumbing 

materials .......................... Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Company, gas. 

meter ........•.................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Cement Co., cement ....... ," ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 
Tncker, Luther, '" Son, subscription to 

" Country Gentleman." .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 
Valentine, Ebenezer, coal. .......... ,.Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ...... , . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .. , .................... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th '\Vards .. 

$4 00 

4 41 

$9 30 

'i 75 

$318 5~ 

370 07 

5 50 

Museum of Natural History .................... ,...... 2,000 00 

Improvement and construction Riverside Aveuue .. ,..... 1,659 76 

2,0()0 00 

62 50 

69 84 

85 82 

8 41 

17 05 

169 50 

322 50 

3 00 

5 50 

M,353 88 

$4,353 88 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty.three 'hundred and fifty.three 

dollars lind eighty. eight cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, February'lth, 187'1. 

JAS. F. WENMAN, t 
H. G. STEBBINS, f 

~uditing 
Oommitiee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved, that the Boa.rd do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the questi(;>ll, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presenting the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks, in account with 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

18'1'1. OR. 

January 1'1. By balance ............................... $2,216 88 

Jan. 1'1 to Feb. '1. " cashreceivedfromlicenses....... 'Iii 00 

--$2,29138 

DR. 

Jan. 1'1 to Feb. '1. To cash paid into City Treasury..... . . . $1i0'l 12 

Feb. '1. To balance. . ........... . ..... ......... ......... 1,'184 26 

---$2,291 38 

DR. 

Feb. 'I. To Cash in Bank of Metropolis..... ........... $1,'109 26 

" drawer ....... . 

(Signed) 

Wednesday, February '1, 18'7'1. 

9. SO A.M. 

'Iii 00 
--$1,'18426 

JAMES F. WENlI'AN, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Ladies' Cottages. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the resolution of the 
Board adopted op the 31st January, ]877, qirecting the 
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Ladies' Oottages at BOth Street and 6th A venue, and at Wash
ingt~n Square, to be closed, be reconsidered. 

(Minutes, January 31,1877, p. 592.) 

Adopted. 

Oommissioner WENMAN then withdrew said resolution. 

Central Bridge. 

Oommissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Henry Bertholf be, and hereby is, ap

pointed Bridge-keeper of Central Bridge, as directed by the 
Board on the 31st January, 1877. 

(Minute~, January 31,1877, p. 591.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4:. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Daniel Daly be, and hereby is appointed 

Bridge-keeper of Third Avenue Bridge, as directed by the 
Board, on the 31st January, 1877. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 591.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Civil and Topographical Force. 

As directed by the Board, on the 31st January, 1877, the 
following nitffied employes Were received and allowed an op .... 
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portuni~y of making an explanation with reference to their 
proposed removal, viz. : 

R. L. Cooke, Division Engineer. 

George A. Cushing, Division Engineer. 

A. M. Bailey, Assistant Division Engineer. 

Thos. Fox, Rodman. 

Matthew C0X, Rodman. 

When they were each heard, they retired. 
(Minutes, January 31, 18'17, p. 593.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolutions: 
Re~olv~d. That R. L. Cooke, Division Engineer, George A. 

Cushing, Division Engineer, A. M. Bailey, Assistant Division 
Engineer, Thomas Fox, Rodman, and Matthew Cox, Rodman, 
be, and they are hereby removed from the employment of the 
Department, because of the reduction of the appropriation by 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, for the work on 
which they have been engaged. 

Resolved, That the pay of said employes be fixed from 
January 1st, 1877, up to date, as follows, viz. : 

R. L. Coo ke, at the rate of ................... " .. " ........• $2,200 per annum 
George A. Cushing, at the rate of .......•... " . . •. . . . . . . . . .. 1.800" " 
A. M. Bailey, .. " ........... _ .•. " .. " . • . . .. 1,300" .. 
Thos. Fox. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. _. . . . .• 3 00 per day 
Matthew Cox, " ••..................•...... 3 00 .. " 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor , 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Commissioner's Badge. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that a badge, similar to those 
used by the Commissioners, be purchased for Commissioner 
Wenman. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, . 
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a majority of all the members of the Bo.ard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore-S. 
Oommissioner WENMAN was excused from voting. 

Oil motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 14th inat., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBBU.A.BY 14, IS"". 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STE:B:BINS. 

" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 7th inst.;were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th War dB. 

From the Secretary of the BO!l.rd of Estimate and Apportion
ment, informing the Department that the following resolution 
had been adopted by that Board on the 9th inst., viz. : 

ResQlved, That the sum of fourteen thousand dollars be and the same is hereby 
transferred from the unexpended balance of the appropriation for "Rebnilding 
and Repairing Bridges over the Bronx River, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards," 1876, the same being in excess of the amount required for tlie purposes 

• .--... and objects thereof, to the appropriation for .. " Maintenance and Government of 
Public Places, Roads, Avenues, and Bridges, including :Bridges over the Bronx 
River, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards," for the year 1fl'77, for which the 
same is reqnired. 

Filed. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion;.. 
ment, informing the Department tha.t the,following.preambles 

I 
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and resolution had been adopted by that Board, on the 9th 
inst., viz. : 

Whereas, Chapter 608, Laws of 1875, provides for the issue of stock, to he 
denominated "City Parks Improvement Fund," to an amount not exceeding 
$575,000, the moneys realized from which shall he applied only to the construction 
and improvement of Parks, Squares, and Public Places in the city of New York, 
and the. completion and repair of arcthitectural structures in the Central Park; 
and 

Whereas, The Board of Estimate and Apportionment have heretofore author
ized the issup, of the sum of $500,000 of said stock; and 

Whereas, The Department of Public Parks have made requisition on the'Comp
troller for moneys under said act, for the purpose thereof; therefore 

Relolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue from 
time to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may determine, 
not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, " City Parks Improvement Fund Stock," 
as authorized by Chapter 608, Laws of 1875, in full of requisition of the Depart
ment of Public Parks, dated August 25, 1876, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

(Minutes, De<;ember 27, 1876, p. 497.) 

Filed. 

Stationery. 

From the Board of City Record, forwarding a list of station
ery supplyed to this Department during 1876. 
, Referred to the President. 

Museum of Natural Hi~tory. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that Mr J. V. 
Donvan, contractor for the carpenters' work of the Museum of 
Natural History Building, has completed more than half his 
work, although not in the order called for by the contract, on 

account of his having been delayed by other contractors, and 
recommending that he be paid $5,000 on account of his said 
contract. 

(Minutes, February 7, 1877, p. 601.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of Mr. J. 
V. Donvan on account of said contract, to an amount not ex

ceeding $5,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, aud it was determined in the affirmative, 

. I 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes.-Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Museum of Art. 

FtQID the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the claim 
of Mr. John Hogan, contractor, for extra work in connection 
with his contract for the granite work of the Art Museum 
building, in which he states that the work claimed by Mr. 
Hogan irS extra work is shown and indicated on the plans and 

drawings furnished by Mr. Vaux, the Architect, wbich plans 
had been signed by Mr. Hogan, and that he had, therefore. 

required Mr. Hogan to do the work. 
Also from Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, reporting on the same sub

ject, in which he states: 
"The fin31 certificate was given by the architects, to close the. 

" contract for Art Museum granite work, with Mr. Hogan, who 
" made a claim for extra work at the time, which was not 
" allowed." 

(Minutes, December 15, 18'75, p. 4'7'7.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, reporting upon the claim of 
Mr: J. Mahoney, contractor, for extra plasting work on the 
elevator shaft of the Museum of Natural History Building, in 
which he says: 

" Plastering the interior of elevator is not required by the con
" tract, as I did not think it necessary to do more than paint 
" on the brick work." 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting on the 
same 'subject, in which he states that Mr. J. Mahoney did 
plaster the sides of the elevator shaft, but without any orders 

to do so. 
(Minutes, January 10, 18'7'1, p. 526.) 

Filed. 
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Museum of Art. 

From Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, stating that he had consulted 
with the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, in regard 

. to the tiling work of the Musaum of Art building, and also the 
erection of the temporary gallery, which he now recommends 
to be advertised for contract. That, in accordance with the 
views of the trustees, he had added to the plans and specifi
cations for the temporary gallery, some additional work to the 
interior of the roof of the Oentral Hall. 

The communication is endorsed as follows: 

"Approved in bahalf of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
" Theodore Weston, Trustee." 

(Minutes, .Aug. 4, 1876, p. 217.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plans and specifications here
tofore submitted by Mr. Vaux, Architect, with the addition of 
the work to the intel'ior of the roof of the Central Hall of the 
Museum of Art building, for the following works be approved, 
viz. : 

1. Tiling. 

2. Temporary gallery. 
And that the Secretary be directed to prepare and insert 

the necessary ad vertisements for proposals for the said works. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, enclosing specifications and 
plans for certain galvanized iron and zinc work in connection 
with the Museum of Art building, the estimated cost of which 
he states to be $700, and which he recommends to be done. 
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The communication is endorsed: 
" Approved for trustees Metropolitan Museum ofAri-. Theo

" dore Weston." 

The PRESIDENT moved that said work be approved, and 
that the Treasurer be authorized- to issue an order therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Battery Park-Refreshment Pavilion. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting a. preliminary 
study for a " Refreshment Pavilion" on the Battery Park, as 
heretofore directed by the Board. 

(Minutes, Aug. 4, 1876, p. 224.) 

Laid over. 

Concord Avenue. 

From Mr. E. B. Vau Winkle, Engineer in charge of improve
ments authorized by the trustees of the late town of Morris
ania, stating that he has made the necessary surveYl:l on 
Ooncord Avenue, between Westchester Road and Home 
Street, to enable him to calculate the amount of work remain
ing to be done in order to complete the abandoned contract for 
grading said avenue, and asking instructions as to whether he 
shall proceed to prepare the work for re-Ietting. 

(Minutes, Dec'r 3,1875, p. 447.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Inventory of property. 

From the Disbursing Olerk, forwarding an inventory of the 
property belonging to the Department, under date ofJ anuary 
1st, 1877. 

Referred to the Treasurer • 

. :: 
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R.~. Cooke. 

From General George S. Greene, Engineer, recommending 
that Mr. R. L. Cooke be employed as Assistant Engineer and 
Draughtsman on the work of the construction of the bridge 
over Harlem River, at the termination of Madison Avenue. 

Laid over. 

Foot-ball on Central Park. 

From Mr. V. Falkenau, requesting permission for the stu
dents of the College of the City of New York to play foot-ball 
on the lawns of the Central Park. 

(Minutes, April 28, 1876, p. 777.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to inform Mr. Falkenau that his request is declined. 

Adopted. 

James R. Johnston. 

From Mr. James R. Johnston, applying for an appointment 
on the Police force. 

Filed. 

Samuel T. Munson. 

From Mr. Samuel T. Munson, formerly a patrolman, asking 
to be reinstated in his former position on the Police force. 

(Minutes, January 31, 18771 p. 575.) 

Filed. 

John Beckett. 

From John Beckett, formerly a skilled laborer, applying to 
be reinstated to his former position. 

(Minutes, Feh. 7,187'7, p. 1)99.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Board 
on the 7th inst., discharging said John Beckett, be considered. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WENMAN then moved his original motion of 
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the 7th inst., to discharge said John Beckett from the service 
of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Martin-I. 
Noe8-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-B. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Orombie, Thos J., lumber .............. Harlem R B., 

Reps., Imp. &: M. 

Oroee, J. James R, incidental expenses .• Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Douglas, W. P., rent Mus. of Art for 

Jan .•. " ........•.••••..........• Maint. and Govmt . 
. P. and P ...... . 

Early &: Lane, brooms, mop.sticks and 

wick .............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P........ $25 37' 

Harlem RB. Reps., 

Impt. and M. . . . 58 

$51 08 

21 411 

666 67 

--- 2595 
Gildersleeve, Wm. H., bread ... " ....... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P...... 52 18 

Holbrook, E. F. &: Bros., glass ......... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P.. • .. . 22 86 

Kelso, Bros., coal .... , •••.............. Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P...... $218 76 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and' 

24th Wards.. ... 28 75 
--- SUllO 
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Gordon, Robert, Act'g 'freas., expenses 

Museum of Art ................... , . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Horgan, Cornelius. meat .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Irwin, William, incidental expenses .•.. lfaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

$56 '15 

13 62 

24th 'Vards.... 80 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .... , .... ,. 1 liS 

Mahoney, John, l~bor, materials .••... Mus. Nat. History. 

Mulcahey'" Hopkins, iron ........ , ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

N.Y. Cement Co., cement ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas meter. Maiut. and Gov't. 

P. and P ....•• 

Reeves, Robt. C., canary seed ... oo ••••• Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ..... oo 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ... oo •. oo .•.••• Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ...... 

Slattery, James, building sand ........ ooMuseum of Art. oo 

City Parks Irnp't. 

Fund ... 00 •••• 

Tone, Tho. F., coaL ................. Maint. and Govrnt. 

$58 50 

15'1 50 

P. and P ... 00.. $270 00 
Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt. and Moo •• 10 00 

818 In 

240 00 

'12 20 

8,000 00 

6 03 

250 00 

83 00 

4 00 

16 00 

216 00 

280 00 

$6,018 22 

\ 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•.•.•.. $2,423 84 

City Parks Improvement Fund .......................... _ 4111 06 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvements and Main-

tenance ..•........••............ _ •........•...... _ 61 66 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ..••• _ •. , . . . .. . . . • . 13 62 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ... :.. 45 54 

Museum Natural History ............................... 3,000 00 

Museum of Art. • . .. . . .. . . . . .......... " ....•...... , . 58 50 

-- $6,01822 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of six thousand and eighteen dollars 

and twenty.two cents. 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENMAN, t .dttd#ing 
H. G. STEBBINS, f Oommitte~. 

New York, February 14th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

. thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
.Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, 

Propagating Houses. Exotic Plants. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had made arrange
ments with Mr. W. Wilson, Nurseryman, of Astoria, to give the 
Department $483 worth of trees and shrubs during the coming 
sjlring, at his regular catalogue wholesale price, in exchange 
for i{57 of the exotic plants directed to be sold or exchanged, 
and he moved thathis action in the matter be approved. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 573.) 

Adopted. 

I 
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Engineers on Construction. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
Mr. F. A. Calkins, Assistant Engineer, with reference to the 
work performed by the assistants employed on construction 
work, verbally reported that he had suspended the following 
employes without. pay, from the 9th inst., on account of the 
want of work, viz.; 
Emil Bleyer, Assistant Engineer. 
Edward Kennedy, Rodman . 
• Tames C. Trimble, Chainman. 
Peter Kelly, Axeman. 

(Minutes, February 7, ]877, p. 600.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent in the premises be approved and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners Madin, 

Wetmore-4. 

Meeting at Mayor's Office. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that in pursuance of the 
summons of the Mayor he had attended a meeting at his office 
on the 7th in st. That the meeting was adjourned to the 10th 

inst., at which time he was requested to present in writing a 
statement on the question of reducing the expenses of the 
Government of the City, and the best methods of increasing 

its resources, so far as this Department is concerned. He then 
read to the Board a letter which he had addressed to the 
Mayor, giving his views on the subject. 

(Minutes, February 7th, 1877, p. 600.) 

Drainage in the 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plans and specifications for 
the, drainage of the district in the 24th Ward, lying between 

\ 
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Pelham AveilUe and Kingsbridge Road, west of the Southern 

Boulevard, presented to the Board on the 81st January, 1877 
be approved, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare 
and insert the necessary advertisements for proposals for the 
work. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 573.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - CommisRioners 
Wetmore· -4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu-

"- tion: 
Whe1'eas, this Department, on the 20th day of February, 

1875, made requisition on the Comptroller of the city of New 
York to issue bonds to the amount of one hundred thousanJ. 
($100,000) donars, in pursuance of the provisions of Section 3, 
Chap. 534, Laws of 1871, and Section 16, Cbap. 329, Laws of 
1874, for the construction of a bridge over Harlem River; 

And whereas, the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
on the 21st day of March, 1876, authorized the said Comp
troller to issue said bonds to the amount of ten thousand 
($10,000) dollars; , 

And wh~reas, thia Department has completed its plans and 
specifications for said bridge, which is to be made of iron, and 
has advertised for proposals for the construction of the same, 
which proposals are to be received and opened on the 28th 

'-,. day of February, 1877 ; 
And whe1'eas, the estimated cost of said bridge is about 

$90,000 ; 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

be, and hereby is, requested to authorize the Comptroller of 
the city to issue the residue of said bonds for $100,000 (name
ly, bonds to the amount of $90,000), as mentionnd in the afore:' 
said requisition of this Department, of February 20th, 1875. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 375.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the 'Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the memhers of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Pipe Sewers in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT presented cluplicate assignments from ~Ir. 

F. A. Q'Donnel to Mr. Robert G. Wamsley, of the contract 

awarded to the former, for the construction of pipe sewers in 
Central Park, and moved that one of them be transmitted to 

the Finance Department, and that the other be filed with the 
contract. 

(Minutes, Aug. 30th, 1876, p. 266.) 

Adopted. 

Central Bridge. Third Avenue Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that Mr. Bertholf and Mr. 
Daly, llttely appointed bridge-keepers of the Central Bridge 
and the Third Avenue Bridge respectively, had made arrange-" 
ments to take charge of the bridges on the 15th inst. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the Superintendent 

of Parks be directed to transfel' the two bridge-tenders on 

Third Avenue' Bridge, namely, Benjamin Bates and Thomas 

Byrne, and also the laborers employed on Cen tral Bridge to 
the laboring force on the Parks, as laborers. 

(Minutes, Feb. 7th, 1877, p. 604.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 
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On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 21st inst., at 9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY ~lst, 1871. 

REGULA.R MEETING-9 0' OLOOK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 14th inst. was dispensed with: 

The following communica.tions were presented and read: 

Improvements in Morrisania. 

From the Comptroller of the City stating that the pel'sons ap
pointed by the Trustees of Morrisania, as commissioners to as
sess the expenses of regulating and grading 144th Street, have 
not as yet done anything in the matter, and suggesting that 
other commissioners be appointed for that work and also for 
the work of grading 136th Street. 

Also requesting that immediate steps be taken to have the 
assessment lists for all the street improvements begun by the 
late town of Morrisania completed as early as practicable, and 
that all abandoned or suspended works be completed by this 
Department or measures taken to assess the property benefited 
with the expense of the work already performed on such aban
doned or suspended street improvements. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Trustees of Morrisania. ha.d· 
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duly appointed commissioners to assess the expenses of the 
work on 144th Street, and also of the work on 136th Street. 

That the commissioners appointed on 136th street are now 
about to proceed with their work and have obtained the cost of 
the work from this Department to enable them to do so. " 

He then moved that said communication be filed and that 

the commissioners appointed to assess the work of grading 
144th Street be notified to proceed with the work of assessing 
the expense thereof. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 77th street. 

From Mr. R. L. Stuart, President of the American Museum 
of Natural History, requesting the Department to take such ac
tion as will hasten the work of grading and paving 77th Street 
from 8th to 9th A venues, and also to order the approaches from 
77th Street to the Museum of Natural History Building to be 
completed as soon as possible. 

(Minutes, April 8, 1876, p. 743.) 

Laid over. 

M~Beum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theo. Roosevelt and Mr. Wm. A. Haines, a com
mittee of the trustees of the American Museum of Natural His
tory, requesting that orders be given for the following works in 
connection with the Museum of Natural HistO'ry Building, 

VIZ. : 

1. An iron stairway at a cost not to exceed $375. 
2. Additional plumbling at a cost not to exceed $900. 

3. Settees for the exhibition halls (like a sample in the build

ing) at a cost not to exceed $950. 
Laid over. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. O. Vaux, Architect and the Superintending Archi
tect, recommending that the following alterations or modifica-
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tions in the plans of existing contracts for the Museum of 

Natural History building be made, viz. : 

1. Modification in the arrangement of the doors of cases, at a 

cost not exceeding $100. 

2. Alterations in the floors of the gallery cases, at a cost not 

exceeding $216. 

3. To paint the wood and iron work of windows, &c., with 
three additional coats, and to finish them in maroon, at a cost 
not exceeding $195. 

Said communication is endorsed: "Approved, Theodore 
" Roosevelt, Wm. A. Haiues, for Committee of Trustees." 

The PRESIDENT moved that the alterations and modifications 
recommp,nded be approved, and that the Treasurer be author
ized to issue orders therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wellman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
the contractors for the construction, of Brook Avenue sewer, 
only worked for a few days subsequent to November 3d, 1876, 
as they could not excavate the rock to any advantage, not being 
allowed to lay masonry work. 

The PRESIJ)ENT then offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas, This Department, on the 3d day of November, 1876, 
directed Messrs. Jones & McQuade, contractors for the con
struction of the Brook A venue sewer, to proceed with the work 
in accordance with the terms of the contract; 

And whereaIJ, The said contractors have not made any pro-
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gress with said work, alleging as the reason, that they could 
not do so unless they were allowed to lay masonry, which the 
terms of the contract prohibited during the winter; 

Resolved, That said contractors be, and hereby are, directed 
to proceed with said work at once; and that they be allowed to 
build masonry work on and after March 1st, i877, except on '\ 
such days as the Engineer in charge shall direct the work to 
be suspended on account of frost. 

(Minntes, November 3, 1876, p. 386.) 

• The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Elton Avenue. 
From the Civil amI. Topographical Engineer, stating that the 

established grade of Elton Aveliue, at 162d Street, where the 
Port ~'1orris Branch Railroad crosses, is nine inches below the 
the railroad grade, and six inches below the grade of Brook 

Avenue, intu which the water at that point should drain; and 
SUbmitting a map or plan of a new grade which he recommends 
should be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 

resolution : 
Whereas, 'rhe Commissioners of the Department of Public 

Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them, deem a 
I3hange to be required (as specified on the plan hereinafter 
mentioned) in the grade of Elton Avenue, in the 23d Ward, 
from One hundred and sixty-first Street to Brook Avenue, and 
of One hundred and sixty-second Street, from a point three 
hundred feet east of Melrose Avenue to the west curb line of 
Washington Avenue, as laid down and established by the com
missioners appointed under Chapter eight hundred and forty
one of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed in the 
office of the Register of the County of Westchester, on the 
twenty-third day of February, 1871. 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 



February 21, 1877.] 625 

the Oity of New York, by Ohapters 329 and 604: of the Laws of 
1874, they do hereby alter said grades, and do establish the 
grades of Elton Avenue and 162d Street aforesaid, in such 
manner that the elevation of the surface of said street and 
avenue at t.heir intersection and the crossing of the Port Mor-

t ris Branch Railroad shall be fifteen feet and three inches above 
the datum plane of levels, as shown on a plan entitled " Sketch 
" of proposed change of grades in Elton Avenue and 162d Street 
" to accompany letter of February 20th, 1877," and signed" J. 
J. R. Oroes, Oivil and Topographical Engineer." 

Abd that the President of the Department cause to be pre
pared, and submitted to this Board, three similar maps and 
profiles of the same to be filed in pursuance of said laws 
above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Third A venue Bridge. Steam Engine. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
the contractor, after an unexplained delay, had resumed work 
on the Steam Engine for the Third A venue Bridge, which he 
expects to complete in about ten days. 

(Minutes, January 3, 1S77, p. 50S.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That Mr. -W. E. Worthen, the contractor for the 

construction of the Steam Engine for the Third Avenue Bridge, 
be notified to complete same without delay; and that he will 
be held to his default in not having completed said engine 
within the time specified, unless it is finished and in position 
by March 1st, 1877. 

Adopted. 

Laying out 23d and 24th WardB. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Oivil and Topo
graphical :E.Jngineer, stating that the plan for laying out the 
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district of the 24th Ward, West of Riverdale Road, and 
submitted by them on the 20th December, 1876, has been 
publicly exhibited for a period of six weeks, and that written 
invitations were addressed to all known land owners of the 

district, requesting them to examiue the plan, and express 
their views upon it. That few exceptions were taken to the 
plan proposed, and these in matters that did not interfere with 
the general plan. That in each case where an exception had 

been taken, the plan had been restudied, and the wishes of the 
land owners, as far as possible, complied with. They then 
submitted the plan thus revised, for the further action of the 
Board. 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 479.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the consideration of 
said plan be laid over until Wednesday the 28th inst., at 11 
o'clock A. M. ; and that the Civil Itml '.ropogl'ltphical Engineer 
be directed to notify the land owners of said district that the 
Board will take action upon it at that time. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Oommissbner WENMAN, Ohairman of the Auditing Com
mittee presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the board for approval. 
Crombie, Thos., J., lumber ........... Bronx River 

Brid)l;es Re-

pairing and Re. 

building, 1876 .. 

Bien, Julius, maps .................... Surveying,Laying 

out, etc., 23 d 

and 24th Wards, 

18'16 ......... . 

$49 91 

13000 
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Forsyth, John, broken stone ......... , . Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 18'16 ... 
Gatchel, A. S., gasometer cover .... , ... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint., 18'16 ... 
Keuffel & Esser, engineers, supplies ..... Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

18'16 ......... . 
Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 
Wheatley, R. R., straw, h .. y, &c ........ Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards, 18'16 ... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Bronx River Bridges, Repairing, Rebuilding, etc., 18'16 ... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.,18'16 ... . 

Snrveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards,18'16 .•.. 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 18'16 ........... . 

49 91 

1'11 25 

292 93 

1,081 81 

$1,000 00 

I'll 211 

162 93 

41 Hi 

40 66 

$l,5Q5 90 

-- -- $1,595 90 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifteen hundred and ninety-five dol
lars and ninety cents. 

(Signed) JAs. F. WENMAN, t Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS,} Gommitt ... 

New York, February 21st, 18'1'1. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have ' 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 
Annin & Co., flags and bnnting ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Clafiin H. B. & Co., bro' sheeting ....•• Surveying, laying 

out, etc. 23d 

& 24th Wards, 

etc ....••.... 
Campbell & Co., subs. N. Y. Weekly Di-

gest, Vol. 4 ...................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

$24 00 

8 113 

1100 



628 

Centro I Gas Light Co., gas, January ..... Harlem R. B. Re

pairs, Imp. and 

Maint ........ . 
Christern, F. W., Bubs. 18'1'1, to 

builder, building news and Zoo. 

Garden ............•............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Cornell, Birdsall' labor materials ..••••• Museum of Art ... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Harlem R. B. Re· 

pairs, Impt. and 

Maint ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., galvanized wire .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Coogan, Wm., labor and malts .... , ••.• Flagging, E. S. 
Thomas, Ave. 

from New Ford· 

ham School 

House to Kings. 

bridge Road ... 

Donvan, John V., labor and malts ...... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Egan, K. &; Co., waste .••............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...•... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., January ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... .. 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and shot ••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Jube, John P. & Co., spokes .......•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
Kedel & Esser, engineer supplies ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. 

[ Wednesday, 

$6000 

\. 

$11\ 00 

8M 
18 81S 

'182 00 

$489 '12 

60 '12 

IIlSO 44, 

lSI 84 
.-' 

9211 110 

5,00000 

6 00 

$192 8'1 

/ 

Ii4 00 
246 8'1 

2 80 

II 4,0 

22 96 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Jan'y.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, January .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, 

January ..•....•.••• ' ...••. , ...•• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... '" 
Pierce, F. O. & Co., paints and turpen-

tine .........••...............•. Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P ••...•.. 

Walsh, Coulter & Flagler, steel brooms, 

saws, &c ......... " ........••... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... ," 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Imps. and 

Milit ..••.•..• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ... · ..... . 

RECAPITULATlON. 

$22110 

6 00 

1'1 82 

Maintenance &nd Government of Parks and Places .... ,. .. $2,184 98 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, Improvement and M ainten· 

ance ............................................ . 

Surveying, Laying out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... . 

60872 

8 1i3 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..... , ................ , .. 55 28 

Museum of Natural History. .... . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. • . . 0,000 00 

Museum of Art ............... " ............. ,...... 732 00 

Flagging E. S. Thomas Ave. from School House to Kings. 

bridge Road. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ....... 926 60 

$854 00 

'1411 00 

668 00 

411 110 

44 811 
----

$9,616 01 

--- $9,615 01 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ninety-five hundred and fifteen dol

IBn and one cent. 

(Signed) 

. New York, February 21, 18'1'1. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t .Auditing 
JAB. F. WENlIIAN, f Oommittee . 
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The PRESIDENT moved, that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

'rfhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore, 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
Ql'dered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

1877. 

Feb. 7. 

Feb. 7 
to 

Feb. 21, 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

CR. 

By bala.nce ........ . 

DR. 

$1,784 26 

2,604 89 

--- $4,889 HI 

Feb. 7 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury. . . . . . . .. . .. $2579 89 

Feb. 2l. 
Feb. 21. " balance ..................... . 1,709 26 

---- $4,389 IIi 

DR. 

Feb. 21. '1'0 cash in Bank of Metropolis .... " , .......... $1,709 26 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENIIlAN, 

Treasurer lJ. P. P. 

New York, Wednesda.y, February 21, 1877,9.30 A. Ill. 

\ 
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Police Trials. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had tried the follow
ing officers, on the undermentioned charges, of which he found 
them guilty, viz.: 
Wm. B. Love, Gate-keeper, charged with leaving his gate before 

he was relieved. 
Patrick Burns, Post. keeper, charged with smoking while on 

duty .. 
He recommended that Gate-keeper Love be fined five da.ys 

pa.y, and that Post-keeper Burns be fined three days' pay. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be accepted, 

and the recommendations adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners M~rtin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore. 
-4. 

Lieutenant CorcoraD 

Commissioner WENMAN presented a report, of which the fol
lowing is a copy: 

NEW YORK, Feby. 21, 1877. 
'1'0 the Hon. the Board 

of Commissioners, D. P. P.: 

GENTLEMEN-The undersigned, to whom was referred the charges made by H. 
Ramsey, of 19th Police Precinct, against Lieut. John Corcoran, as per letter of 
13th inst., begs leave to report, that he has given the subject a thorough and care
ful investigation, and fails to find the slightest approach to truth in the same, but, 
to the con trary, finds the letter itself to he the production of some person of mali
cious intent, who has used the name of an officer of the 19th Preeinct without his 
knowledge or consent . 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed,) JAB. F. WEN.lUN . 

. The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted and 
filed. 

Adopted. 
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Thomas A venue, Flagging. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for the work of 
flagging the east side-walk of Thomas Avenue, from Kings

bridge Road to the new Fordham school-house, in the 24th 
Ward, together with the statement of the amount and cost of "\ 
the work, and moved that they be signed by the Commis-
sioners and transmitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, .) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Employment of Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had authorized the Super
intendent of Parks to restore four laborers in each foreman's 
gang, and that he had restored seventeen laborers and three 
teams in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

He recommended that the Board adopt a resolution discharg
ing all suspended laborers and teamsters who are not now at 
work. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following pre am bles 
and resolutions: 
. Whereas, the orderly and proper administration of this De

partment requires that all persons in its employ have a distinct 
and clear recognition by this Board, of authority to render ser
vice and to draw compensation from the treasury of the city; and 

Whereas, any departure from this method has tended, and 
now tends, to confusion in the affairs of this Department, and 
to uncertainties and irregularities in the disbursements of the 
public moneys ; 

Therefore, Resolved, that hereafter no person shall be em
ployed in any capacity, whatever, by this Department, except in 
the following manner, to wit: 

Resolved, that the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th, Wards 
and the Superintendent of Parks, in case they deem the em-
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ployment of more persons necessary in the districts under their 
charge, respectively, shall recommend the number and occupa
tion of such additional persons to the Board in writing. 

Resolved, that the Board shall act on such recommendations 
as they may deem best, and no person shall be employed unless 
the Board shall, by resolution, authorize it. 

Resolved, that when the Board has ordered any additional 
persons to be employed, each Commissioner shall be entitled 
to send one-fourth of the number to the Disbursing Clerk, with 
a ticket signed by such Commissioner, who thereupon shall add 
such name to the pay-roll, and give such person a ticket to the 
foreman of the gang, who shall then, and then only, place such 
person at work. 

Resolved, that the Disbursing Clerk be, and he is hereby, 
prohibited from placing any person upon the pay-roll, except 
by virtue of these resolutions, and that if any effort is made 
to effect the contrary, he shall report the same.to the Board. 

Resolved, that in cases of suspension, bec'ause of absence for 
three days, the Superintendent shall report the same to the 
Board, and obtain their approval, by resolution, before said 
person or persons can be restored. 

The PRESIDENT left the meeting at this point. 

On motion of Commissioner Wetmore, the Board adjourned, 
without taking action on said preambles and resolutions, at 
10.3'0 o'clock A. M., to meet on Wedne!;day, the 28th inst., at 

9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA.Y, FEBRUA.RY 2Sth, 181'7. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBn,S. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Before the reading of the Minutes, and at the hour of half
past nine o'clock A. M., the Comptroller of the city entered .. 

The proposals for the construction of an iro:: bridge over 
. Harlem River, at the intersection of Madison Avenue and 
139th Street, were then received, and the meeting was opened 
to the public. 

The P.RF.:SIDE~T then moved that the opening of the proposals 
received be adjourned until Monday, the 5th clay of March, 
1877, at the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., at this office. 

(Minntes, Feb. 14, 1877, p. 617). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

The PRESIDENT then publicly announced to those present, and 
to such of the bidders as desired to be present, the time and 

place of such adjournmen t. 
The Comptroller tp.en retired. 
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Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 14th and 21st 

instants were read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Wilson Crosby, Second Assistant-Engineer. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that he had re
ceived the pay-rolls for the months of November, December, 
and January of the Engineers employed on the construction of 
Riverside Avenue. That the name of Wilson Crosby, Second 
Assistant-Engineer, appears thereon, but that he is not author
ized to make payment of his salary, for the reason that the 
contract for the work does not provide for a Secon~ Assistant
Engineer. 

(Minutes, February 7th, 1877, p. 598.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Banner Polls at Terrace. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the gale on 
the night of the 23d inst. had blown down the upper portion of 
one of the banner poles at the Terrace in Central Park. That 
on examination both poles were found to be in a st.ate of decay, 

and that it would be dangerous to leave them in their present 
position. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said banner poles be removed, 
and that the Superintendent of Parks report to the Board the 
estimate cost of replacing them with new poles. 

Adopted. 

Laborers, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he requires 
at present twenty additional laborers, three additional division 
gardeners, and tbree additional gardeners. 

Laid over. 
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Walks at Boat House. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the boat 
house at the Lake in Central Park is now nearly completed 
and recommending that the walks and grounds adjoining it be 

/ graded and finished, as shall be directed by the Landscape 
Architect. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said walks and grounds be graded 
and finished by the Superintendent of Parks, as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, recommending that the follow~ 
ing works in connection with the Museum of Natural History 
Building, and which have been also recommended by the 
Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, be 
ordered, viz. : 

1. .An iron stairway, at a cost not exceeding, $375. 
2. Additional plumbing work, at a cost not exceeding $900. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, approving of the 
above works, and recommending that estimates be procured as 
soon as possible for the constmction of the settees for the exhi
bition halls of said Museum. 

(Minutes, Febraury 21, 1877, p. 622.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved the Treasurer be authorized 
to issue orders for the above mentioned works, and also for 
s~ttees for the exhibtion halls (like the sample now in the 
building), at a cost not to exceed $950. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmativ-et 



638 [ Wednesday, 

a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: . 
.Ayes. - Commissioner 

Wetmore-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From the Civil and Topographical Enginineer enclosing 
a copy of the notice, and a list of the persons to whom it was 
sent, of the proposed action of the Board at this meeting 
on the map or plan of the dishict of the 24th Ward, west of 

Riverdale Road. 
(Minutes, February 21, 1877, p. 625.) 

Filed. 
From Mr. S. R. Filley, President of the North Side Associa

tion, transmitting a certified copy of the following resolutions 
adopted by that Association on the 17th February, 1877, viz. : 

Re<olved, That the Xorth Side A~sociatioll has re0ei>ed with great interest the 
rec~nt prelilllinary report 01 Me"8rs. Olmsted and ewes, engineers to the Department 
of Parks. on the subject of la,-ing out the Twenty-third find Twenty.fourth Wards, 
and that the general views expressed in said report, EO far as they relate to that 
section of th" TWl'nty.fourth 'Vard lying cast of RiHrdale Avenue, are those 
which han' long beetl entertained by the property owners, as the true bilsis on 
whieh each improvement should be made; 

Re.,olved. That this Association earnestly urp;l'S upon the Park Department the 
earliest practicable action on the plans of the aforesaid section submitted by the 
engineers with such report, after considerations as to details made by the parties 
in interest, to the end that the people may see some substantial result for the great 
expenditures alrt'ady illcurr('d; and be it further 

Resolved, That while giving due "ttention to that portion of the Twenty.fourth 
Ward, which seems so long a time to have occupied almost the exclusive attention 
of its engineers and surveyors, we respectfully submit to the Department of 

-Public Parks that the more thickly populated portiollsof the district demand nn 
early consider"tion. and we would urg-e that pruT1Ipt rcyioion of the survey and 
map of the town of l\Iorl'isania (now Twent.y-third ,Yard), and the balance of the 
'fwenty fourth vVard be made, and that such judicious changes as are necessary be 
perfected. and the entire map be reconfirmed as a finality, 30 that property owners 
may be guiued properly in the making of improyements. 

Filed. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Oivil Topographical 
Engineer, presenting a map or plan for laying out the district 
of the 24th Ward, lying between Broadway and Riverdale Road, 
and extending from Spnyten Duyvil to Yonkers city. 



, I 

Febrf4U/ry':28,1877.] 639 

The PRESIDENT moved that said map or plan be publicly ex- . 
hibited at the office of the Civil and Topographical Engineer, 
and that said Engineer be directed to notiry all known owners 
of property:in the district that it is open for their examination . 

. / Adopted. 

Deer Paddock. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that the deer 
paddock is ill such a bad condition that he did not dare to let 
the deer out, lest they should break through the fence and 
escape; and suggesting that a wooden structure or shed be 
erected on the ground west of the Arsenal, for the use of the 
deer. 

Laid over. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Joseph H. Choate, submitting a draft of a pro
posed agreement or contract with the American Museum of 
Natural History for the occupation by it ofthe building erected 

. on Manhattan Square, Central Park, as authorized by Chapter 
139 of the Laws of 1876. 

Referred to the President for his report 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, Chesley & Co., Assignees of the Wat
son Manufacturing Co., asking for a payment on account of the 
contract with said Watson Manufacturing Co., for the construc
tion of the cases for the Museum of Natural History. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Trees in Fifth Avenue and City Parks. 

From Mr. Wm. H. Gebhard, requesting that trees be set out 
on the Central Park side of Fifth Avenue, from 90th Street 
b 110(h Street. 

The PR;ESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
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to the Landscape Architect, with instructions to report upon it, 
and also upon the subject of what trees, if any, are required on 
the small or city parks. 

Adopted. 

Boulevard on east side of Harlem River. 

From Mr. Smith W. AndeIson, suggesting that a Boulevard 
be laid out from the easterly end of the bridge about to be built 
at 139th Street and Madison Avenue, to the bridge over Crom
well's Creek at I6lst Street. 

Filed. 

C.ntral Bridge. 

From Mr. Thomas Leighton, offering to make a proposal to 
rebuild the fixed spans of Central Bridge with iron. 

(Minutes, January 26, 1877, p. 569.) 

Filed. 

St. George's Cricket Club. 

From Mr. J. T. So utter, President of the St. George's Cricket 
Club, requesting permission for said club to use a portion of 
one of the lawns in Central Park. 

(Minutes, August 23, 1876, p. 260.) 

The President stated that he had seen Mr. Soutter, and 

that a portion of the north meadow would answer their require
ments. That cricket, unlike other games of a similar nature, 
requires an even, green sward, kept in perfect order, and con
stantly rolled and watered. That the club would undertake 
this work themselves. 

After the matter had been considered, Commissioner WETMORE 

moved that the President be requested to inform Mr. Soutter 
that the Department does not consider it expedient to depart 
from its previous and long established policy of allowing only 



Fwruar1{28, 1877.] 641 

children belonging to the schools of the city to use theP .. rk: 
for such purposes. 

Adopted. 

, Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Messrs. Heuvelman, Haven & Co., returning the speci
fications for the iron bridge over Harlem River, at 139th Street; 
and Madison A venue, and declining to make a proposal, for the 
reason that ce!tain timbers are required which cannot pos
sibly be procured in " Virginia, North Carolina or Georgia, hard 
pine," as required by the specifications, and pine of any kind 
cannot be furnished of the dimensions required in the time 
allowed for the completion of the bridge. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 28, 1877, p. 635.) 

Filed. 

Joseph C. Gooding. 

From Mr. P. T. Barnum, recommending Mr. Joseph C. Good
ing as gardner. 

Filed. 

Laborers detailed as Night Watchmen 

From six of the seven laborers detailed as night watch
men, applying for an increase of pay. 

(Minutes, February 5, 1876, p. 605) 

Laid over. 

Jeremiah McCarthy. 

From Mr. JosephW. Kingston and others, recommending 
Mr. Jeremiah McCarthv for the position of inspector on Brook 

~ , 

Avenue Sewer. 
Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

American District Telegraph Co., rent 

and services ................. " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ... , ••. 

Copeland &; Bacon, elevator ............ Museum of Art .. . 

Donaldson, Thos., chimnies ............ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Eckel & Imhoff, repairs to transit.. ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Gold lind Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ....... " ...................... Maint. and Govm't. 

P. and P ...... . 
Phelps, Dodge & Co., tin .............. Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP ...... 

Walsh, Coulter & 'Flagler, hardware .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint.and Govm't. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks anu. Places ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...... , ................. . 

Museum of Art ........ , ...... , . . .. . . .. . ....... . 

$23 76 

2 20 

$140 80 

31 76 

1,810 35 

$23 10 

1,810 35 

150 

8 00 

62 110 

51 00 

20 116 

$1,982 41 

$1,982 41 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nineteen hundred and eighty-two 

dollars and forty·one cents. 

H. G. STEBBINS, I Attditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, f Gommit(e~. 

New York, February 28th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that. the Secretary be direoted 

/ 
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to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PREsIDENT put the question, whether the Board 'would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

~ye8.-0ommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
--4. 

Police Trials. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had tried the 
under mentioned officers of the police force on the charges 
hereafter stated; that he found them guilty of the offences 
with which they are charged, and he recommended that they 
be fined and reprimanded as mentioned, viz.: 

W. H. Brown, patrolman, charged with being off his beat in 
a lager bier saloon while on duty, on the 17th inst. 

Recommended to be fined one day's pay. 
John Steinert, patrolman, charged with neglect of duty, in 

that he watched two persons in Central Park from a concealed 
position, instead of directing said persons to leave the Park, as 
it was after 9 o'clock P. M., the hour of closing. 

Recommended to be fined three days' pay. 
Peter McCusker, gate-keeper, charged with intoxication 

while on duty. . 
Recommended to be fined ten days' pay, and to be publicly 

reprimanded before the force. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be' accepted, 

and that the recommendations therein be adopted by the 
Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Employment of Laborers. 

Commissioner STEBBINS called up and moved the adoption 
of the following preambles and resolutions offered by him at 
the last meeting, viz. : 

Whereas, the orderly and proper administation of this De
partment requires that all persons in its employ have a distinct 
and' clear recognition by this Board, of authority to l'ender ser
vice and to draw compensation from the treasury of the city; and 

Wherea8, any departure from this method has tended, and 
now tends, to confusion in the affairs of this Department, and 
to uncertainties and irregularities in the disbursements of the 
public moneys; 

Then/ore, Resolved, that hereafter no person shall be em
ployed in any capacity whatever, by this Department except in 
the following manner, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards 
and the Superintendent of Parks, in case they deem the em
ployment of more persons necessary in the districts under their 
charge, respectively, shall recommend the number and occupa
tion of such additional persons to the Board in writing. 

Resolved, that the Board shall act on such recommendations 
aM they may deem best, and no person shall be employed unless 
the Board shall, by resolution, authorize it. 

Resolved, that when the Board has ordered any additional 
persons to be employed, each Oommissioner shall be entitled 
to send one-fourth of the number to the Disbursing Olerk, with 
a ticket signed by such Oommissioner, who thereupon shall add 
such name to the pay-roll, and give such person a ticket to the 
foreman of the gang, who shall then, and then only, place such 
person at work. 

Resolved, that the Disbursing Olerk be, and he is hereby, 
prohibited from placing any person upon the pay-roll, except 
by virtue of these resolutions, and that if any effort is made to 
effect the contrary, he shall report the same to the Board. 

Resolved, that in cases of suspension, because of absence for 
three days, the Superintendent i:lhall report the same to the 
Board, and obtain their approval, by resolution, before said 
person or persons can be restored. 

(Minutes, Feby. 21, 1877. p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it WIl,S determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the membel's of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman. Wetmore-3. 
No-Oommissioner Martin-l. 
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Laying o.ut the 23d and 24th Warde. 

CommissionElr STEBBINS then presented a report, accom
panied by a memorandum prepared by General George S. 
Greene, upon the plans heretofore presented to the Board for 
the laying out of the district of the 24th Ward west of River
dale Road, and moved that they be received and printed as a 
document of the Board. 

(Minutes Dec. 20th, 1876, p. 479.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

(See Do.cument No.. 74.) 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the consideration of the sub
ject of the map or .plan for laying out the district of the 
Twenty-fourth Ward, west of the easterly line of Riverdale 
Road, be taken up, and that the meeting be opened for the' 
purpose of receiving and hearing the property owners in refer
ence thereto. 

(Minutes, February 28th, 187'1, p. 638.) 

Adopted. 

The following owners of property were then received, viz. : 
H. N. Camp, L. L. Delafield, FDrdham Morris. Ro.bert CDlgate, T. B. Myers, 

Oliver Harriman, J . .A. Hayden, Webster WDodman, T. N. Cuthbert, J. C. Tucker, 
J. R. Whiting, Jo.seph Godwin, W. II. .Appleton, W. E. Worthen and E. CDle
man, repl'esenting the estates Df W. E. DDdge and D. W. James. 

They all favored the adoption of the plan, and urged the 
Board to. take measures at once to make the map final and 
binding, except Mr. J. R. Whiting, who objected to the plan on 
account of its having too many junctions of roads on his 

property. 
A letter was also received from Mr. James N. Wells, and 

ordered to be filed, in which he protests against the laying out 
of the road on said map or plan, which passes through his land. 
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Theproperty owners then retired, and the PRESIDENT offered 

the following resolution: 

Re8ol'Jed, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the city of New York, by Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
they do hereby layout the streets, roads, and avenues, and 
public parks and places, within the Twenty-fourth Ward, of 
the city of New York, shown on a map 01' plan entitled, "Plan 
of streets, roads, and avenues, within that part of the Twenty
fourth Ward of the city of New York, lying west of the easterly 
line of Riverdale A venue," dated" New York, February 21, 1877," 
and signed "Fred IjuW Olmsted, Landscape Architect," and 
"J. James R. Croes, Ciyil and Topographical Engineer," ofthe 
widths, extent and dlredion that said streets, roads and aven
ues, and public park" or pluces, are designated on said map or 
plan, by redliues and figures, and by color, and that the widths, 
extent, and direction of the said streets, roads, and avenues 
and public parks or places so laid out, are such as to the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good; and that the President of the Department 
cause the said several streets, roads, and avenues, and public 
parks or places, to be surveyed and designated by proper 
monuments, where the same are not already so designated; 
and also that three similar maps or plans and profiles of the 
same be prepared and submitted to this Board, to be filed in 
pursuance of said law above mentioned." 

Commissioner STEBBI};S moved that said resolution be laid 

on the table until the report presented by him is printed and 

circulated among the parties in terested. 
The PRESIDE~T put the qU8i:;{;ion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, to lay said resolution on the table, and it 

was determined in the negative, a majority of all the membflrs 

of the Board not voting in favor thereof. 

The PltESIDE~T then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the _ members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore, Wenman-3. 
No.-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That profiles of the streets avenues &c., as laid 
down on the plan for laying out that district of the Twenty-
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fourth Ward, west of Riverdale Road, submitted by the Land
scape Architect and the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, be 
prepared by the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, and ex
hibited with said plan, which said profiles shall show the 
cuttings, fillings, grad~s, drainage &c., 

Resolved, That the maps heretofore adopted by the Board as 
prepared by Mr. W. H. Grant, 'together with subsequent 
modifications of said map, by General George S. Greene, be 
exhibited by the side of the plan prepared by the Landscape 
Architect and the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, fOl" laying 
out that district of the Twenty-fourth Ward, west of Riverdale 
Road, and that an opportunity be afforded to both Engineers 
to express their views and explain said plans before the Board 
and property owners. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye8.~Oommissioners Stebbins, Wenman-2 . 
. Noes.-Oommissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that the profiles of the streets &0., 

as shown on the said map or plan, have been prepared by the 
Oivil and Topographical Engineer, and had been exhibited 
with said map. 

Oommissioner WENMAN, then moved that the resolution 
offered this day by the President, adopting the map or plan of 
the district of the Twenty-fourth Ward, west of Riverdale Road, 
be reconsidered. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the nega
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board not voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Wenman-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 
12:45 o'clock P. M., to meet on Monday, the 5th March, 
1877, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secreatry D. P. Po 
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MONDA Y, MA.B{)H iith, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 O'CLOOK A. M. 

Present--Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 
Ci WENMAN. .. WETMORE • 

The CCMPTROLLEB of the City. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the preVious meeting of the 28th ulto. was diKpensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Comptroller of the City, as follows: 

Hon. WJiI. R. MARTIN, 

p,.eswent .Department of Public Pad&8. 

CITY OF NEW Y ORJC, } 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

CO)IPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

MARCH 3d, 187'7. 

Sir-The Board of Estimate and Apportionment passed resolutions to-day, 
asking the Department of Public Parks for information relative to the proposed 
Iron Bridge over Harlem River at Madison A venue. 

The Secretary of the Board will transmit to you copies of the reeoJutions, but 
in order to facilltate the business, I now call your attention to the matter. 

The Boardwish.s to be informed whether the amonnt of $90,00U named, as 
about the estimated cost of the Bridge, includes aU expenditures necessary for 
the completion of the approaches and abutments to make the Bridge ready 
for use. 

'. 
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All the particulars relating to the costs involved should be presented, together 
with ;plans of the Bridge and maps necessary for a full underetanding of the sub
ject, lllcludin!{ information about proceedings for acquiring title to the lands 
required for the Bridge, if any have been taken or are necessary. 

If you will advise me when you will be prepared to furnish the desired infor
mation, I will take measures for a meeting of the Board of Estimate and Appor-
tionment to consider the matter. " 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) JOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

Referred to the President. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment forwarding copies of the following preambles and 
resolutions adopted by that Board on the 3d inst., viz. : 

W7tereas, The Department of Public Parks has requested the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment to authorize the Comptroller to issue bonds to the amount of 
$90,000.00 for the construction of an iron bridge over the Harlem River, which 
amount is stated to be about the estimated cost of the Bridge; and 

Whereas, This Board should be fully informed of the whole expenditure that 
may be involved in this undertaking before authorizing an increase of the public 
debt by the issue of bonds for the purpose; 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be requested to inform this 
Board whether the estimated cost of construction of the Bridge stated at $90,000 
covers all expenditures neeessal"y for the completion of the work, including the 
building .of the abutments and constructing the approaches to the Bridge ready for 
public use and travel; and also, whether the title to the lands at the termini of 
the .Bridge has been acquired by the City. 

Resolved, Also, that the Department of Public Parks be requested to submit the 
plans and estimates of the cost of the said Bridge to this Board in detail. 

Referred to the President. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that the opening of the propo

.sals received for the construction of an iron bridge over the 

Harlem River at the intersection of lHadison Avenue and 
139th Street, be adjourned until Saturday, the 10th of March, 
1877, at the hour of half past-nine o'clock, A. M., -at this 

office. 
(Minutes, February 28th, 1877, p. 635.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
> ' 
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The meeting was then opened to the public, and the Presi
dent announced to those present and to such of the bidders 
as desired to be present, the time and place of such adjour
nment. 

The Oomptroller then retired. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 9.45 
o'clock A. M., to meet at 9 o'clock A. M. on Wednesday, the 7th 
inst. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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W:i}DNESDAY, MAR{)H 1th, 181'1. 

REGULAR MEETIN'G-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

l'rese.:Qt-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

Broken stone for the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Before reading the Minutes, and at the hour of half-past 
nine o'clock, A. M., the Comptroller of the City entered. 

Proposals for the delivery of 1,000 cubic yards of broken 
stone on the roads in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards were then received, and the meeting was opened to the 
public. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 580.) 

The PRESIDENT of the Department, in the presence of the 
Comptroller arid of such of the parties making proposals as 
desirE)d to be present, then opened the estimate box, and pub
licly opened and read all estimates which had been received 
for the delivery of said broken stone. 

The following proposals were received, viz. : 
1. Green Wright .......... " .............. $2 00 per cubic yard. 
2. Harrison & Crotty ...................... 2 10 " 
3. Jesse Ryder ..... "........ ............ 2 15 
4. John Bulger ........................... 2 75 " 
5. Forsyth & Sherman ........ ,....... ..... 1 89 
6. J. B. Devlin .......................... , 1 97 
7. John A. Bouker.·, ...................... 2 75 " 

The Comptroller of the City then retired. 
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~ Minutes. 

The Minutes of the previous meetings of February 28th and 
March 5th, 1877, were read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented aud 

read: 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, approved by His Honor the Mayor 

on February 28th, 1877 : 
Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, directed to 

afford propel' protection to pedestrians crossing the Third Avenue Bridge, in 
order to prevent accidents, by causing chains to be drawn across the footway on 
each side of the carriageway of the bridge at each end of the opening for the draw, 
before opening the draw, and to be retained across said footways until the said 
draw is closed. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the chains had been placed across 
the footways of the bridge, as directed by said resolution, and 

he moved that said communication be filed, and the' Board of 
Aldermen notified that the matter had been attended to. 

Adopted. 

Lamps at Franklin Statue, and Lincoln Monument. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding copIes 
of ~he following resolutions, approved by his Honor the 
Mayor, on February 28th, 1877, viz. : 

" Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks are here· 
by respectfully requested to report to this Board why the lamps around the statue 
of' Franklin," in Printing-honse Sqnare, are not lighted at night. 

" Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, directed to 
erect four lamp.posts and light four Boulevard lamps on or near the coping or 
ba~e for the railing surrounding the Lincoln Monument, at Union Square, at 
equal distances apart." 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed, and 

that the Board of Aldermen be informed that the appropria
tion for the maintenance of parks this year is not sufficient to 
justify the Department in incurring the additional expense 

which would be entailed by complying with requests contained 
in said resolutions. 

Adopted. 

) 
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Meeting at the Mayor's. 

From the Chief Clerk of his Honor the Mayor, requesting 
the President to meet with the Mayor and the heads of the 

other departments, at 12 o'clock M., on the first Wednesday of 

March. 
(Minutes, February 7, 1877, p. 600.) 

Filed. 

American Museum of Natural History. Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to the resolu

tion requesting him to advise the Department whether, 
under the provi~ons of Section 7, Chapter 756, Laws 
of 1873, and the action of the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the 
American Museum of Natural History, are entitled to the 
whole amount of $30,000 for the care, preservation and exhibi
tion of their collections this year, or whether the amount to be 
applied for those purposes is not, at the discretion of this De
partment, within the sum of $30,000, in which he states as fol

lows, viz. : 

" I tllink that the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
" have rlesignated and appropriated $30,000 as the amount to 
"be applied to those purposes, and that, while, under the 
" above cited act of 1873 (Chapter 756', Section 7) it is within 
" the discretion of the Department to determine how much of 
" such sum shall be applied to purposes connected with said 
" museums, no portion of the same can be used or applied by 
" the Department to any purposes except those specified. 1£ 
" the whole of said sum of $30,000 should not be applied in 
"the manner intended by the Board of Estimate and Appor
" tionment, the balance not used must be regarded as an un
" expended appropriation, and cannot be applied to the other 
" purposes of the Park Department, except under the author
" Ity of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment." 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 590.) 

Filed. 

Salaries of 1876. Maintenanoe of Parks, &0., 1876. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding copies of the following resolutions, adopted 

by that Board on the 1st inst., viz. : 
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Resolved, That the sum of nine thousand one hundred and ninety-five dollars 
and twenty-six cents be, and the same is hereby, transferred from the appropriation 
for the" Department of Public Parks-Maintenance and Government of Parks and 
Places-Police, Salaries of, including Captain, Lieutenant, Sergeants, Patrolmen, 
Post and Gate Keepers, and Night \Vatchmen," 1876, the same being in excess of 
the amount l'l'quired for the objects and purposes thereof, to the appropriation to 
the "Department of Public l'arks-Maintenance and Government of Parks and \ 
Places-For salades, to pay entirely the salaries of the President, Clerks, 
Engineers, Architects, &c.," 1876, the amount of said appropriation being in
sufficient. 

Resolved, That the sum of five thousand four hundred and eleven dollars and 
twenty-three cents be, and the same is hereby, transferred from the appropriation 
for the" Department of Public Parks-Maintenance and Govemment of Parks and 
Places-Police, Salaries ot; including Captain, Lieutenant, Serg~ants, Patrolmen. 
Post and Gate Keepers. and Night 'Watchmen," 1876, the same being in excess of 
the amount required for the objec's and purposes thereof, to the appropriation to 
the" Department ofPubIic Parks-Maintenance of the })arks, including the wages 
of Foremen, Gardeners, etc.," 1876, the amount of said appropriation being in
Bufficient. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 547 and 548.) 

Museums of Art and Natural History. 

From the Secretaryo£ the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted by 
that Board on the 3d inst., viz. : 

ResoZ,Jed, That in pursuance of the authority conferred upon the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment by the pl'ovisions of Section 112 of Chapter 305, Laws 
of 1873, the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue, from time to 
time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may determine, not 
exceeding seveu per cent. per annum," Museums of Art and Natural History 
Stock," authorized by Chapter 29(), Laws 1871, and on aC(:Qunt of requisition of 
the Department of Public Parks, dated September 9, 1875, twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

(Minutes, January 3, 1877, p. 505.) 

Filed. 

Banner Polls at Terrace. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that it would cost 
$500 to replace the banner poles at the Terrace, in Central 

Park, and $75 to replace the iron finial of one of them, which 
was broken. 

(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p. 636_) 

Filed, 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that Messrs, 
Marlon. Ohesley & 00. have furnished materials and done 

.; 

" 

., 
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work on the cases at the Museum of Natural History, to the 
amount of about $18,000. 

That it is not advisable to let them put the plate glass in any 
of the c.ases at present (as called for in the specifications), nor 
until the work of the other contractors is finished. 

And recommending that they be given a payment on account, 
of $12,000. 

(Minutes, Feby. 28, 1877, p. 639.) 

Laid over. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Ftom the Superintending Architect, reporting that Mr. John 
Mahoney, the Contractor for the piastering work of the Museum 
of Naturai History building, has not pointed up and finished 
his work in accordance with the terms of his contract, although 
several times notified to do so; and that his neglect will cause 
delay so that the building cannot be finished ip. proper time. 

(Minutes, January 10, 1877, p. 609 ) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. John Mahoney be, and her~by is, notified 

and directed to c.omplAte the work of plastering the Museum of 
Natural History building, in accordance with the terms of his 
contract therefor, without fUlther delay; and that., in case he 
does not proceed to do so on or before Monday, the 12th inst., 
that the Department will employ workmen and materials for 
the purpose, and will thereupon complete the work and deduct 
the expense thereof from the amount remaining due to said 
contractor on account of his said contract. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

East River Park. 

From th!3 Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the gale 
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of laRt week tore off a large portion of the tin covering of the 
roof of the centre platform on East River Park. 

That to repair the damage will cost from $125 to $150. 
That to remove the platform will cost from $75 to $100. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to remove said platform, and to lay down the roadway, 
which will pass over the place now occupied by it, with gravel. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer with a copy of / 
the notice which he sent to property owners, that the plans for 
laying out the district of the Twenty-fourth Ward; between 
Riverdale Road and Broadway, were at his office for examina-
tion and also euclosing a list of the persons to whom he sent 
said notice. 

(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p.639.) 

Filed. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, reporting 
that the contractors for regulating and grading Elton Avenue 
have progressed satisfactorily with the work since the 27th 

December last, and recommending that the order directing 
them to discontinue the work be further suspended until the 
15th of April next. 

(Minutes, December 27, 1876, p. 497.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that tho operation of the pre
ambles and resolutions adopted by the Board on the 18th 
October, 1876, notifying Messrs. James Hall and Michael 
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O'Neill, contractors for regulating and grading Elton AvenuCit . 
from Third Avenue to Brook Avenue, to discontinue all work 
on said avenue, be suspended until April 15th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of. the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

"" • Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore, Wenman 
-4. 

Steam Roller. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty. 
fourth Wards,requestingthat John Meehan be employed as 
night watchman for the steam roller borrowed from the De
partment of Public Works. That he is the man who was 
employed in that capacity by the Department of Public Works, 
and was employed by him for two nights at the time that H. 
R. Searing, the engineer, and Henry Reilly, the steersman, were 
authorized to be employed last December. 

(Minutes, December 15th, 1876, p. 465,) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards be authorized to employ John 
Meehan as night watchman of said steam roller when required, 
and that his pay be fixed 23 cents per hour when employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore--3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From Mr. James E. Sarrell, City Surveyor, calling attention 
" to his protest against the manner of constructing the Brook 

'. 
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Avepue sewer, and requesting an opportunity to appear before 
the Board and explain his objections more fully. 

(Minutes, August 23, 1876, p. 261.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his 
I 

report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examinpd and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. anu P., 1876 ... 

City Parks Impt F, 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ...... . .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Conklin, W. A., medicines ............. Maint. aud Govm't 

P. anuP., 7n ..... 
D~naldson, Thos., ruby globes ........ ,Maint. aud Govm't 

P. and P., '76 ..... 
Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art, Nov. 

and Dec ........................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Gildersleeve, W. n., bread, Dec ........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Gordon, Robert, Acting Treas., expenses 

Art Mus ........................... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Irwin, Wm. Petty, expenses ............ Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

City Parks Impt.F. 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 1876 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards 18'76. 

$7 16 

21 50 

35 19 

36 01 

2404 

25 

$28 66 

94 III 

14 08 

£5 00 

1,833 1!3 

40 64 

E!2470 

911 49 
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Kelso Bros., coaL .................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Kreischer B. '" Son, tire !lIlLY •••.••.... l\laint. and Govm't 
P. and P., 1876, 

McCarthy, John C.,coal ............... Maint. and Govm't 

P .. and P .. 1876 ... 

Metropolitan Gas L. Co., gas meter ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Mitchell, Vance'" Co., repairs to gas-

aUers •....... , ................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Morgan, J. Pierrepont, Treas., tllqlenses 

Mus. Nat. Rist. . . .. . . .. .. . ........ Maint. and GovIn't 

P. and P., 1876, .. 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, stoves ........• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 76 ..... 

New York Mutual Gas L. Co., rent Nov. 

and Dec ........................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876... $208 83 

City Parks Impt.F. 621S 00 

Tone, Thea. ·F., coaL ........... _ .. " . Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

1'4.,'76 ••. 
Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 1876, 

Museum of Art ... 

City Parks Impt.F. 

Tyson, David J., Jr., cabbages ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., 1876 ... 

28 7Q 

1 05 

70 

70 

88 86 

2 211 

lIS 00 

122 26 

100 \Iii 

1,728 10 

21 00 

838 38 

70 00 

22 60 

$5,243 99 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Mllintollance and Go.vernment Df Parks and Places, 1876 .... $4,495 89 

City Park ImprDvement Fund ............... " . . .•• . . . . . 721 36 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards, 1876............... ... 24 74 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, ImprDvements and Main· 

tenance, 1876 ••.•..•.......•........•............ 

Surveying, Laying Dut, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 .••• 

14 u_eum Df Art .............................. , ...... . 

1 05 

26 

70 
$5,243 99 

Amountinl:' in the aggregate to. the sum of fifty.two hundred and forty.three Tt~ 

dollars. 
(Signed) JAS, F. WENMAN, 

Auditing Committee. 
New Yo.rk, March 5th, 1877. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board £01' approval: 
J;lyrne, James E., Agt. hay ... " ... ' , ... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 
Decker, Nicholas H. and Geo. W. Quin· 

tard, labo.r and material. . , ., ...... Const. and Impt. 

Riverside ave .. 

Edwards, 'Chall. A., hose ... , ., .. " .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P; ..... 

Bunter, Keller'" Co." butts .... ' ... ' " . Maint. and Govmt 

P.llnd P ..... , 

Lefferts, Marshall, ho.op iron, ...•.. , .•. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 
Jube, JDhn P. &; Co., rims, spokes, &e, .. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent, 36 

Union aquare ..••..••............. Maint. and GDvtnt 

P. and P ..... . 

Smith, Cohn & CD., lawn rakes ......... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

TOlle, Th:o. F., coal. ••.••••......•••• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........... , 

$19 98 

3,592 29 

22 60 

3 63 

G 56 

24 53 

416 67 

13 60 

1800 

$4,116 66 

-
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . . . $1l06 8'1 

Construction and Improvement, Riverside avenue. . . . . . . . 3,592 29 

City Parks Improvement Fund ... '" .....• " . . .. . . •. • • . 18 00 

-- $4,11666 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty.one hundred and eixteen dol

lars and sixty-six cents. 

JAS. F. WEN1tLUI. t .Auditing 
H. G. STEBBINS. f Oommitt,e . 

New York, March 5, 1877. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and aU:dited the following bills, and submit the saJ:M 
to the Board for approval. 

F. O. Pierce & 00., varnish, paints, 

&c ............................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

.Oity Parks Impt. 

$64 62 

Fund..... .... 400 

Central Gas Light 00., gas, February ... Harlem R. Reps., 

Impt. & M ...... . 

Croes, J. James R., iucidental expenses. Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23dand 

24thWards .... 

Harlem Gas Light 00., gas meter ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, February ... Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. & 

M .......... .. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Heller & Bardell, badge ............ ' .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Irwin, Wm., incidental expenses ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Maint., &c., of 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

$64 13 

192 3'1 

71 95 

12 48 

$68 62 

60 00 

9 66 

47 1)6 

256 50 

114 00 
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Keuffel &- Esser, engineers' materials .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Feb. 

ruary .. '" ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and Poo ..... 

Mott, J. L., Iron works, grates ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .... ". $31$ 28 

Maint. 2Sd and 

24th Wards.. .. 1 ISO 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., Gas Feb'y . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. Gas Light Co .................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .... ". 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance lind Government of Parks and Places.. ... $1,770 28 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........ : .. " . . .. . . ... . . . 180 45 

"Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............•... , 13 98 

Harlem River bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten· 

anee .........................•.................. , 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ...... 

124 13 

9 66 

$176 411 

821 00 

86 '18 

26 00 

670 00 

307 ~o 

$2,098 50 

---- $2,098 50 -
Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of two t.housand and ninety.eight dol· 

lars and fifty cents. 

(Signed) JA8. F. WE~MAN, } Auditillg 
H. G. STEBBI~S, Committee. 

New York, March 7th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-

... , 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favOl' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

To the Department oj Public Parks in account with 

James F. lVenman, Treasurer. 

18'1'1. OR. 

Feb. 21. By balance. • . .. • . . . . . . .. ........ ....•••• $1.'109 26 

Feb. 21 } 
to " licenses and sundry receipts ........... . 

March '1. 
19 96 

18'1'1. 

March '1. 

--- $1,'129 22 

DR. 

To balance ............................. $1,'729 22 $1,'129 22 
-------.... 

DR. 

" cash in Bank of Metropolis ..........••. $1,'109 26 

drawer......... . . ....•. 19 96 

(Signed) 

$1,'129 22 

JAMES F. WENMAN, 

Trearurer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, March '7, 187'1. 

9.30 A. M. 

Balance in Bank. 

The Treasurer stated that the balance in the bank as shown 
in his report, was the surplus of a fund paid to the Department 
by the Comptroller, under authority of Chapter 651, Laws of 
1874; and he moved that it be referred to the President to 
examine and report what disposition can be made o( said 
balance. 

(Minutes, March 18, 18'16, p. 6'15.) 

Adopted. 

I 
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Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
the Comptroller and the preambles and resolutions of the 

Board of Estimate and Apportionment, in relation to the pro

posed bridge over Harlem River at Madison Avenue and One 

hundred and thirty-ninth Street, presented a communication 

from General George S. Greene, Engineer, and also estimates 
prepared by him, giving the information desired by the Comp

troller and the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

(Minutes, to March 5th, 1877, p. 649.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the President be re
quested to transmit said estimates to the Comptroller, in reply 

• to his letter and the preambles and resolutions of the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment. 

Adopted. 

'Screened Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT stated that last autumn, fearing the naVIga

tion on Hudson River would not be opened soon enough to 
. allow the Department to obtain screened gravel for the roads 
and walks of the parks when required this spring, he had re

quested Mr. John Slattery, from whom the Treasurer was then 

authorized to purchase screened gravel, to bring two boat 
loads to the city, and have them in readiness when the Depart
ment required them. ~ That he did so, and that the gravel was 
now on the parks. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, and that the Treasurer be authorized to 

give Mr. John Slattery an order for said two boat loads of 

screened gravel. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

/ 

,~ .. I 
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a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Treasurer be 
authorized to purchase screened gravel of the quality ap
proved by the Board, from such parties as he may select, for 
t}:te use of the roads and walks of the park. 

(Minutes, Oct. 4th, 1876, p. 328.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
'tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8 - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Parade Grouud in Central Park. , 

The PRESIDENT stated that a bill had been introduced in the 
Legislature authorizing the First Division of the National 
Guard of the State to use the lawns in Central Park, during 
certain portions of the year, as a parade ground. 

He then presented a petition to the Legislature which he 
had prepared, protestingagltinst the passage of such an act. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that said petition be en
grossed, signed by the Commissioners and transmitted to the 
Legislature. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Laying Out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The FllE.SIDENT stated that, in order to monument the dis-
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trict of the Twenty-fourth Ward west of Riverdale Road, the 
map of which was adopted by the Board on the 28th ultimo, 
the Civil and Topographical Engineer required the services of 
two chainmen and that there are now no chainmen employed in 
his office. 

He then moved that the Civil and Topographical Engineer be 
authorized to employ Thomas Fox and Matthew Cox (lately 
members of his force)' as chainmen whenever he requires their 

service; and that their rate of pay be fixed at $2.50 per day 
when so employed. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved as a substitute for said 
motion, that the Civil and Topographical Engineer be directed 
to perform the work of monumenting said district with the 
with the force now employed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said substitute motion moved by Commissioner 
Stebbins, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 
'majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Martin-l 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

, Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Mayor, Comptroller, 
and residents of the district principally affected by the con
struction of the proposed bridge over Harlem River at Madi-

\ 

/ 

son Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be re- __ 
quested to meet with the Commissioners of this Department 
on Saturday the 10th instant, at 9:30 o'clock A. M., for the pur-
pose of considering whether the said bridge should be con-
structed at a height thirty feet above high water mark, or at a 
height of only about ten or twelve feet. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 666.) 

Adopted. 

... 1, 
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Battery Park-'-Refreshment Pavilion. 

The PRESIDENT called up the communication of the Super
intending Architect submitting the preliminary study for a 

"Refreshment Pavilion" on the Battery Park, and moved 
that the plan of said pavilion as submitted by the Super
intending Architect be approved and adopted. 

(Minntes, Febrnary 14, 1877, p. 611.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Steb bins, Wenman, 

Meteorological Observatory. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the President be request
ed to obtain from the Counsel to the Corpomtion his opinion 

as to whether the cost and expenses of the maintenance of the 
Meteorological Observatory, including the salaries of the 
Director and his Assistant, should not be charged to the sum of 
$30,000 provided by the Board of Estimate and Apportiop

ment "for the keeping, preservation and exhibition of the col
" lection in the American Museum of Natural History and the 
" Metropolitan Museum of Art, and also the Maintenance of 
" the Meteorological Observatory." 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 655.) 

'-, Edward Kelly. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Board" 
in dismissing Edward Kelly, late a gatekeeper, from the em
ployment of the Department be reconsidered. 

(Minutes, January 24th, 1877, p. 560.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 
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majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT presented the original assignment by Mr. 
Watts Cooke, receiver of the Watson Manufacturing Co., to 
Messrs. Morton, Chesley & Co., of the contract awarded to 

said Watson Manufacturing Co. for cases £01' the Museum of 
Natural History building, and moved that a copy of it be filed 
with said contract, and that the original be transmitted to the 
Finance Department. 

(Minutes, Jauuary 18th, 1876, p. 536.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Saturday the 10th inst., at 9:30 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 

\ 

I 

J 
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SATURDAY, MAR(;D 10, 1877 . 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9: 30 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 
The COMPTROLLER of the City. 

On motion of the President, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 7th inst. was dispensed with. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the opening of the proposals re
ceived for the construction of the iron bridge over Harlem 
River at One hundred and thirty-ninth Street and Madison 
Avenue be aojourned until 9:30 o'clock A. M. on Thursday the 
15th inst., at this office. 

(Minutes, March 5, 1877, p. 650.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board ~ould 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins,.W etmore, Wenman 
-4. 

The meeting was then opened to the public, and the Presi
dent announced to those present and to such of the bidders as 

desired to be present, the time and place of such adjournment . 
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In response to invitations as directed at the last meeting, 
the following named persons attended for the purpose of con
sidering the question whether the bridge at Madison Avenue 
and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, over the Harlem 
River, should be at a height of thirty feet, or at a height of 
ten or twelve feet above high water mark, viz. : 

His Honor the Mayor, the Comptroller of the City, Hon. H. 
D. Purroy, President of the Board of Aldermen, Hon. S. H. 
Wales, President of the Dock Department, and the following, 
with other owners of property and residents, Joseph H. God
win, J. L. Mott, Wm. E. Rider, L. G. Morris, B. G. Arnold, 
Henry L. Morris, Thomas Rae, J. B. Devlin, J. J. Crane, 
H. A. Cram, Wm. Cauldwell, S. R. Filley, Alonzo Carr, Theo

dore H. Conkling, Henry P. McGowan, James Manchester, 
George P. Webster, and Walter S. Cowles. 

The 'four last named gentlemen, as a committee from the 
" Citizens Tax Payers' Protective Union of the Twelfth Ward," 
presented a petition against the construction of any bridge 

across the Harlem River. 

The following gentlemen then spoke in favor of constructing 
a high bridge, viz.: L. G. Morris, B. G. Arnold, J. J. Crane, 
Wm. Cauldwell, and Alonzo Carr. 

Mr. J. L. Mott favored the construction of a low bridge, bnt 
said a rise of no more than about four feet to one hundred in the 
approaches to the bridge as proposed on the plans, would re-
ml)ve his objections to a high bridge. ../ 

Mr. Cram opposed the construction of any bridge, the con
struction of which would require the avenue to be filled up at 
his expense or necessitate the erection of a trestle work in front 

of his lots. 
The Mayor, the Comptroller and the other gentlemen present, 

then retired. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the President be 
requested to obtain the opinion of the Counsel to the Corpora
tion, as to whether this Department has the authority to con
struct the approaches ~o said bridge on both sides of the 
Harlem River. 

Adopted. 

Gardenet'lI>. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the following Division 
Gardeners and Gardeners be restored, viz.: Division Garden
ers John Johnson, William Werner and James DonaHy; Gar
deners Conrad Doerner, George Kugler, E. Fischer and Albert 
Schwencke. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Boar,d 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman,· Wetmore 
---4. 

Laborers in the Menageriil. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the following laborers, 
\ 

heretofore employed in the Menagerie, be restored from March 
1st, 1877, viz.: Peter Shannon and Philip Holmes. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

"'. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, I1S follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, W etmore~3. 
No.-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN enquired whether the provISIOns of 
the preambles and resolutions in relation to the employment 
of laborers, adopted on the 28th ulto, had been carried out .. 
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Employment of Laborers. 

The PRESIDENT then presented the following in relation to the 
preambles and resolutions moved by Commissioner Stebbins, 
and adopted by the Board on the 28th ult., and stated that he 

had directed the Secretary not to give notice of the adoption 
of the same until further order. 

The resolutions passed by the Board on the 28th February, 
on the motion of Commissioner Stebbins, providing for the 
mode of employment of all persons in any capacity whatever 
in this Department, violates the statutes by which this Depart
ment is controlled and its own By-Laws and ordinances, I, 
therefore, hold and decide that they are illegal, irregular, in
valid and void. 

In their express terms they include all employes-officers, 
clerks, engineers, police, as well as foremen mechanics and 
laborers. 

They make changes in the powers and duties of the 
!Superintendent and the Disbursing Clerk. 

They are in conflict with and nullified by-
Sec. 6, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871, which provides that the 

Department may, by and through its President, appoint a 
police force. 

Sec. 6, Art. II, of the By-Laws, which provides that there 
shall be such employes as may be determined by the Roard. 

Sec. 4, Art. III, of the B.y-Laws, which provides that the 
Landscape 4--rchitect may nominate laborers, gardeners, &0., to 
the Board. 

Sec. 2, Art. II, of the Bv-Laws, which provides that the Su
perintendent of Parks shall have the disposition, management, 
and discipline of the force employed. 

I respectfully advise the Board of this decision. 

NEW YORK, 8th March, 1877. 

WM. R. MARTIN, 
President. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then presented the following: 
As the mover of the resolutions of the 28th February, I re

ply to the protest of the President, that it is not a true inter
pretation of the law, or of the by-laws of the Board. 
. The object of the resolutions is to control the appointment 
of all men employed by the Board, where, by law, the author
ity is alone vested, and see that they are properly placed on 
the pay rolls. 

.. 
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The resolutions are intended to prevent the exercise of this 
power by any single Commissioner, or by any subordinate of 
the Department, and to confine this authority to the Board 
where it belongs and where the responsibility rests. 

The protest of the President is designed to defeat this just 
and proper exercise of the Board's prerogative, to retain the 
control of it for himself, and transfer at his discretion the same 
powers to the Superintendent. 

The resolutions in no way contravene the statute to which 
he refers, nor do they invalidate any by-law, nor are they in
tended to change the organic law upon which the commission 
rests. 

They are the act of the Board l'egulating the manner in 
which men shall be employed and placed on the pay-rolls. 
They reassert its rights, powers and duties, and are not in 
conflict with any previous legislation. 

(Minutes, Feb. 28, 1877, p. 644.) 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock M., to meet on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14th, IS7"7". 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 
" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th and 10th 
insts. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presentecl and read: 

Berrian Avenue Flagging. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, approved by His Honor the Mayor, 
on the 9th inst. : 

Resolved, That the resolution and ordinance, approved by the Mayor, May Ii, • 
1875, directing the :Bagging of the west side of Berrian Avenue, from Kingsbridge 
Road to Isaac Street, be amended by inserting the words" the second angle north 
of the" immediately before the word "Kingsbl'idge;" and that the accompanying 
ordinance therefor be adopted. . 

(Minutes, Nov. 22, 1876, p. 424.) 

Filed. 

Broken Stones for the 23dand 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the samples of the broken stone 
submittel with the proposals received on the 7th instant, in 
which he states as follows: 

" I recommend that the bid of Forsyth & Sherman be ac-
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" cepted, if they will furnish all the stone of a quality fully 
" equal to their sample No.1; if they will not do that, I recom
" mend that the bid by J. B. Devlin be accepted." 

(Minutes, March 7, 187'7, p. 653.) 

Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolution: 

. Resolved, That the proposal (No.5) of Messrs. Forsyth & 
Sherman for furnishing and delivering 1,000 cubic yards of 
broken stone on the roads, &c., in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards be accepted as the lowest bid; that the 
cQntract be awarded to the said Forsyth & Sherman for stone 
of the quality of their sample marked No.1, and that the 
President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and 
on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Third Avenue Bridge Steam Engine. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From the Superintende!lt of Parks, reporting upon the pro
gress made by the contractor for the construction of the steam 
engine· for Third Avenue Bridge. 

(Minutes, February 21, 1877, p. 625.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Cooke & Beggs, contractors for the elevator 
work of the Museum of Natural History building, stating that 

their contract is completed, with the exception of connecting a 
few steam joints, which will not cost more than about $10, 
but which cannot be finished for about a month; and asking to 
be paid on account of said contract the sum of $500. 

The communication is endorsed by the Superintending Archi
tect recommending that a payment of $500 on account be 

made to said contractors. 
(Minutes, August 23, 18'76, p. 260.) 

I 

I 
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The PRESIDENT then moved that the Superintending Archi
tect be directed to prepare an estimate for Messrs. Cooke & 

Beggs, contractors, for fitting up the elevator, &0., in the Mu
seum of Natural History building, on account and not exceed
ing $500. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, Chesley & Co., Assignees of the con
tractors for the construction of cases for the Museum of N at
ural History, stating that the glass which they proposed to 
use in said cases was im ported from the London and Man
chester Plate Glass Co., England, and is now in store at No. 
9! Maiden Lane. 

Filed. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that as recommended by the 

Superintending Architect, on the 7th June, he be directed to 
prepare an estimate for said contractors on account of the con
tract for said cases, to an amount not exceeding $12,000. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 656.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From l\:{r~ F. W. lJawrence, contractor for laying the artifi-
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cial stone flooring in the Museum of Natural History build
ing, claiming compensation to the amount of $726.60, for addi
tional work in said building, which he says is not included 
in his contract. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon said 
claim, in which he states that the work claimed by Mr. Law

. renee as extra work, is included in the terms of the supple

mental contract made by the Department with him, and he 
had therefore required Mr. Lawrence to do said work. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 18'16, p. 376.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Counsel to the 
Corporation be requested to advise the Department whether 
the work for which payment is claimed, is extra work, or is in
cluded in the work provided for by the contract or agreement; 
and, if he is of opinion that it is extra work, whether the De
partment has authority to pay a reasonable sum £01' it. 

Adopted. 

Refreshments in Central Park. 

From Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for supplying refreshments in 
Central Park, applying for an extension of his license for five 
years from October 31st, 1877, the termination o£ his present 
license. 

(Minutes, November 2, 1872, p. 556.) 

Referred to tho President to report. 

Boat Service in Central Park. 

From Mr. T. S. Dick, applying for a renewal of his license 
for the boat service on the lake in Central Park. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 111.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Bath·house at the Battery. 

From Mr. Isaac Hall, applying for a renewal of the license 
to moor his bath-house outside the wall of the Battery Park 
during the coming summer. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 583.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

\ 
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Riverside Park. 

From Mr. R. L. Schieffelin, calling the attention of the De
partment to a well on Riverside Park, near Ninety-second 
S~reet, and requesting that, in the construction of Riverside 
Avenue, it be not interfered with. 

The President stated that he had already given directions to 
have said well preserveG, and moved that said communication 
be filed. 

Adopted. 

Crosswalk at 5th Avenue and 60th Street. 

From Mr. W. C. H. Waddell, requesting the Department to 
lay a crosswalk aoross Fifth Avenue at Sixtieth Street. 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Mr. J. W. Crow, suggesting that the location of the 
proposed bridge over Harlem River, at Madison Avenue, be 
changed to a point about 800 feet north of the present loca
tion. 

(Minutes, January 30, 1875, p. 490.) 

Filed. 

Geo. E. Graham. 

From Mr. George E. Graham, employed m the Museum 
bnilding, Central Park, asking an increase of pay. 

Laid over. 

John O'Connor. 

From Mr. John O'Connor, avplying for the position of gate
keeper on the police force. 

Filed. 

Treadwell Seaman. 

From Mr. Joseph Spears and others, accompanied by a 
letter of recommendation from Mr. A. W. Craven, requesting 
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that Mr. Treadwell Seaman be appointed an inspector of ma
sonry. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ...... . $98 20 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ , 125 05 

---- 223 21S 

Devlin, John B., broken stone ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ••. 824 75 
Gordon, Robt., actg. Treas., expenses Mu· 

senm of Art .............. , ....••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 1S34 25 

Harmer, Hayes & Co., whip and harness 

materials .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P .......• 16 08 

Horgan, Cornelius, meat .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ...... .. 215 22 

Kelly, Thomas, broken stone .......... Maint., 'etc., 23d 

24th Wards .... 200 00 

Kelso Bros., coal. .......... " ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 10 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•....... 20 00 

----- 80 00 
Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing, Jany. 

and Feby .. " ...................... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 88 90 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, Lake and 

Arsenal. ........................•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ . 68 00 

\ 

... 
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Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., expenses Mn-

seum N. H .....•• , ..••............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P .......• 4115 26 

( 
MulJane, John, hay, straw, oats, etc ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ........ . 410 28 

New York & N. J. Globe Gaa Light Co., 

gas, Feby .................••••.... Maint. and Govmt . 

P. &P ........ . 376 75 

Sherman, Robt., broken stone .......... Maint.. etc.. 23d 

and 24th Wards. 800 00 

Wetmore & Co., iron and tires ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ......•.. 38 02 

~4,189 71 

RECAPITULATION. 

" Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ......... 2,181 01 

City Parks Improvement Fund ... : .•••...•..... ' ...... _. 145 05 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. •• .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1,863 65 

-- $4,189 'il 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-one hundred and eighty-nine 

dollars and seventy-one cente. 

(Sgd.) H. G STEBBINS, t Auditing 
.TAS. F. ,\VENMAN, f Committee. 

New York, March 14th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined i.n the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore, 
-4. 

Balance in Bank. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the snbject of the 
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balance in bank, and to report what disposition can be made of 

it, presented the following report: 

March 9, 1877. 
To the Board of Cormnissioners: 

GENTLEMEN,-The undersigned, to whom was referred the 
subject of the balance of $1,709.26 of the fund paid to this 
Department by the Comptroller of the city, in pursuance of 
the provisions of Chapter 651, Laws of 1874, begs leave to re
port that from a previous 'report on the subject, presented to 
the Board on the 18th February, 1876, by the then Treasurer, 
it appears that he had, at that date, paid all claims properly 
chargeable to said fund, leaving the balance above stated in 
excess of the requirements. 

That the Counsel to the Corporation has advised this De
partment, on the 18th of March, 1876, that this Department 
cannot use said balance for any other purpose than that for 
which it was appropriated, without the authority of the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment. 

'I'hat there are certain old claims sLill outstanding for work 
and supplies furnished to this Department in the years 1871, 
and 187~, in connedion with the improvement of the naviga
tion of the Harlem Hiver, under authority of Chapter 504, 
Laws of 187l. 

That, on March 18th, 1876, this Department adopted resolu
tions requesting the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to 
make a transfer of said balance, to enable said old claims to 
be paid, and that said resolutions were duly forwarded to the 
Board of Estiruate and Apportionment. That no action has 
been taken by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment in 
the matter. 

I would, therefore, respectfully recommend that the atten
tioll of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment be called to 
said 'resolutions, and they be requested to take action on the 
application of the Department at an early day. 

Hespectfnlly submitted, 
(Signed) Wl\I. R. MARTIN, 

Pre.sident D. P. P. 
(Minutes, ~,iarch 7, 1877, p. 665.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be received 

and the recommendation therein adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma- -
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tive, a majority of 1;1.11 the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners MA.rtin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Suspended Mechanics and Laborers . 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolntion: 
Resolved, That all suspended mechanics and laborers be, 

and are hereby, dismissed from this date. 
(Minutes, February 21, 18'1'1, p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the afflrma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
~'- -4. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the opening of the propo
sals for the construction of the iron bridge over Harlem River, 
at Madison Avenue audOne hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned from to-morrow, the 15th inst., to Wed
nasday, the 21stinst., at 9:30 o'clock A.. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, March lOth, 18'1'1, p. 671.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes",,-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. L. K. Osborn. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Lewis K. Osborn be 
appointed an inspector upon the work of the construction of 
the sewer in B.f<~ok A ve~ue, and that his pay be fixed at $4 

per day. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-4. 

E~ployment of Laborers. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the resolutions offered by 
Commissioner Stebbins, and adopted on the 28th ultimo, in re
lation to the employment of employes, together with the 
opinions thereon presented at the last meeting by the President 
and Commissioner Stebbins, be submitted to the Counsel to 
the Corporation for his opinion as to the legality of said reS0-

lutions. 
(Minutes, March 10,1877, p. 673.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined ill' the negatiYe, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman-2. 

President. Secretary. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That there is no authority vested in the President 

to authorize the suspension of the duties of the Secretary 
when imposed directly by resolution of the Board, as in the 
case of the proceedings of the Board on the 28th ultimo, 
establishing the manner in which men shall be employed and 
placed upon the pay-rolls of the Departmevt. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Secretary, in all cases, to 
forward the instructions of the Board; and he is notified that 
the Board will not view with indifference any violation of his 
duties at the suggestion of any individual Commissioner. 

(Minutes, March 10, 187'1, p. 674 .. ) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonid 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirma.~ 

\ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
,thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Edward Kelly . 

The PRESIDENT stated that Edward Kelly, late a gate-keeper, 
desired to have the application of Mt,. Thos. B. Tappan and 
others for his reinstatement, which was presented to the Board 
on the 24th January, 1877, and filed, returned to him; and he 
moved that the Secretary be authorized to take said applica
tion from the file and return it to said Edward Kelly. 

(Minutes, January 24,1877, p. 560.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11.45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 21st inst., at 9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary n. P. P. 
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THURSDAY, Mjl.RCJIl 13th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 : 30 O'CLOCK A.. H • 

Adjourned meeting for the purpose of opening the proposals 
received for the construction of the iron bridge over Harlem 
River, at One hundred and thirty-ninth Street and Madison 
Avenue. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

The meeting was opened to the public, and the President 
announced .to those present, and to those of the bidders who 
desired to De present, that the Board had adjourned the 
opening of the proposals until Wednesday, the 21st inst., at 
9 : 30 0 clock, A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, March 14, 1877, p. 685.) 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDil Y, MAR(JU 21, 1877. 

REGULAR MEErING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 14th and 15th 
inst. were read and approved. 

The following communicati.ons were presented and read: 

Tompkins Square. 

From his Honor the Mayor, requesting to be informed 
whether the work on Tompkins Square cannot be finished this 
spring, and what has caused so much delay in its construction. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 380.) 

Referred to the President to reply. 

Bridges over Harlem River' 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following preamble and resolu
tion adopted by that Board on the 14th inst., viz. : 

WTU'reas, Different views are entertained by citizens interested in the prectii:>n 
of a propo-ed bridge over the Harlem River, as well as by officers of the city 
regarding the comparative advantages or a high and low bridge; therefore 

Re.90lvea, That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, requested to 
prepare plans and estim.tea for building an iron bridge over the Harlem River, at 
One hundred and thirty-eighth Street and Madison Avenue, at an elevation of the 
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roadway of twelve feet above high water, and submit the same to this Board at 8S 

early a date as practicable, together with estimates of all expenses attending the 
same, including the cost of filling and completing the approaches to the ends of the 
bridge, and the necessary regulating and grading of the streets to open it to the 
public for passage and travel on and from both sideR of the river; and also report 
the names of persons owning property affected thereby and 3ubject to assessment 
for any portion of the expenses. 

Resolved, That rio action be taken by this Board to anthorize the issue of bonds 
for the building of the proposed bridge over Harlem River, before the plans and 
estimates of the cost of a low as well as a high bridge are snbmitted. and a com
parison can be made of their respective expense and public benefit, and that the 
Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, requested not to open any proposals 
for building the proposed bridge before such plans and estimates are submitted 
and duly considered. 

(Minutes, February 14, 1877, p. 617.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Engineer be instructed to pre
pare plans and estimates as requested by the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment., and that he be authorized to reply to said 
Board, forwarding said plans and estimates and giving the 
information required. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the opening of the pro
posals for the construction of the Iron bridge over Harlem 
River at Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth 
Street, be further adjourned until Wednesday, the 4th day of 
April, 1877, at 9:30 o''clock, A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, March 15, 1877, p. 689.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Hoard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

The hour of half-past nine o'clock, A. M., having arrived, the 
meeting was opened to the public, and to those of the bidders 
who desired to he present, and the President announced to 
those present the time and place of such adjournment. 

Harlem River BridgeM. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor-

\ 
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tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, 
adopted by that Board on the 29th January, 1877, viz.: 

Resolved, That the sum of eight thousand dollars be, and the same is h~reby, 
transferred from the unexpended balance 0[' the IIpproprintion f"r "Harlem Hiver 
Bridges, Repairs, Improvements and Maintenance," for the year 1876, the same 
being in excess of the amount regu ired for the pnrpooes lind objects thereof, to 
the IIppropriation for the same objects and purposes, for the year 1877, for which 
it is required. 

(Minutes, January 26, 1877, p. 569). 

Filed. 

Steam Transit Houtes in the 23d and 24th Wllrds 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer and the Land
scape Architect, submitting a plan for local steam transit 
routes in the Twenty-third and Twenty,fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be printed 
as a document of the Board, and thrrt the plan be laid over. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
" agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

.. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

;' thereof, as follows : 
Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-i. 

Martin, Stebbins, 

(See Document No. 75.) 

Wenman 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Vtndscape Architect and the Civil and Topographi
cal Engineer, submitting an adjusted map of streets, &c., in the 

district between Riverdale Road n.nd Broadway, in the Twenty
fourth Ward, the plan of which was presented to tile Board on 
the 28th of February last, and stating that the map had been 
examined by most of the owners of property, and had met 
with general approval. That a few modifications, which 
seemed to be judicious, in the light of the explanations of land 
owners, had been made and are embodied in the plan now 

submitted. 
(Minutes, March 7,1877, p. 658.) 

Oommissioner WETMO:RE moved that the consid~ration of the 
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said plan be laid over until Wednesday the 28th inst., at 10 

o'clock A. M., and that the Civil and Topographical Engineer 

be directed to notify the 'land owners of said district that the 

Board will hear them upon it at that time. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore -4. 

Skate House. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

.• 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the Skate . 
House, at the south end of the Lake, in Oentral Park, is now 
so old and decayed, that to remove it and put it in repair to 

erect again next winter, and to put the ground now occupied ~ 

by it in order, will cost from $2,600 to $3,000. That to leave 
the house standing, paint it, and make some slight repairs, ''-

will cost about $400. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to remove said house, as has been usual heretofore. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the. Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in t:qe affirmative, 

s majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. P. McDermott, contractor for the plumbing work 

of the Museum of Natural History building, applying for a 

payment, on account, of $1,000. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting in favor 
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of granting a payment, on account, of $1,000 to said con
tractor. 

Commissioner WENMAN then ~oved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to prepare an estimate for said' con
tractor, on account, to an amount not exceeding $1,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question; whether the Board would 

agree to ~aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority' of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8 - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, 

Museum of Natural History . 

From Mr. J. V. Donvan, contractor for the carpenter work of 
the Museum of Natural History building, applying for a fur-
ther payment, on account, of $7,000. • 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting in favor 
of granting a payment, on account, of $7,000, to said con
tractor. 

(Minutes, February 14, 1877, p. 608.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Archi~ect be 
directed to prepare an estimate for said contractor, on account, 
to an amount not exceeding $7,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Watts Cooke, Receiver of the W ntson Manufac
turing Company, contractors for the iron work of the Museum 
of Art building, applying for a payment, on account, of $6,UOO. 
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Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting in favor 

of granting a payment of $6,000 on account, to said contrac

tors. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 

directed to prepare and submit an estimate for said contractors, 

on account, to an amoant not exceeding $6,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members uf the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 
Martin, Stebbins, 

Broken Trap-Rock and Screenings for the 23d and 24th 'Wards. 

Wenman, 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth)¥" ards, stating that he required 1,300 cubic yards of 

broken trap-rock, and 500 cuLic yards of trap-rock screenings 

for the Southern Boulevard and One hundred ancl thirty

eighth Street, in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Secretary be directed to pre
pare an4 publish the necessary advertisements for proposals to 

f.urnish and cldiver the said broken trap~rock and screenings 

in the manner required by the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. James C. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer of 
the construction of Riverside Avenue, stating that the houses 

\ 

-. 

.. 
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situate at One hundred and eleventh Street, and at One hun

dred and twenty-fourth Street, on said avenue, and which were 

re~erved by the Department at the time of the sale of the other 

houses, are becoming encumbrances to the progress of the 

work. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, stating that to re

move said llOuses and build the necessary foundation walls, will 

cost about $3,500 for' each house. 
(Minutes, Nov. 22, 1876. p. 425, and January 3, 1877, p. 50S.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said houses be removed from the 

line of said avenue to suitable positions on Riverside Park, 

under the supervision of the Superintendent of Parks, and 
that the Treasurer be' authorized to issue such order for the 
work of said removal as may be necessary. 

The PRESIDENT Pl~t the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the a1lirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting iIi favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

R. L. Cooke. 

From General George S. Greene, Engineer, reporting that 
Mr. R: L. Cooke has continued, since his discharge from the 

employment of the Department on the 7th of February last, 

to work on the plans of the iron bridge proposed to be built 
over Harlem River at Madison Avenue, and recommending 
that he be compensated, as his services are necessary . 

(Minutes, February 7th and 14th, 1877, pp. 605 and 612.) 

Laid over. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, submitting his report 
for the year ending December 31st, 1876, and requesting 
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that 400 copies of it for distribution be printed, separately 
from other reports. 

The PRESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make requi
sition upon the Board of City Record to print 4.00 copies of 

said report, as requested. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

s. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Lighting the Lamps on Battery Park. 

From Mr. Hugh N. Camp, Treasurer of the New York and 
New Jersey Globe Gas Light Company, offering to light the 
lamps on the Battery Park during the m'onth of April next 
for $2.25 per lamp. 

(Minutes, Jan. 17,1877, p. 540.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a contract be given to the New York and New 
Jersey Globe Gas Light Company to fix their improved at
tachment to the lamps now in use on the Battery Park, and to 
light said lamps> during the month of April, 1877, for the sum 
of $2.25 per lamp, .and on the conditions, terms, and specifica
tions contained in the form of contract now used by the 
Department for lighting the lamps; and that the President be, 
and hereby is, authorized to execute said contract for and on 
behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boa.rd voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

William A. Jefferes. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From Mr. William Alger Jefi'eres, who was formerly employed 

\. 
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in the offl.ce of the Superintending' Engineer, requesting that 
he be paid for the days that he worked for the Department 
during the months of January, February, and March,1876, 
after his discharge. 

(Minutes, .Jan. 13th, 1876, p. 517.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Denuis Fitzpatrick. 

From the Police Department, stating that J\fr. Dennis Fitz
patrick, an applicant for a certificate as to qualification to take 
charge as engineer, of a steam boiler and engine situate at 
Harlem Bridge, has been examined, and, having been found 
to be duly qualified, was granted a certificate. 

(Minntes, Nov. 8, 1876, p. 400.) 

Filed. 

Experiment with a Fire Extinguishing Compound . 

From Mr. G. J. Crickelair, requesting permission to erect a 
small temporary structure of boards in the City Hall Park, for 
the purpose of making u.n experiment with" Reec's Compound 
Fire Extinguisher." 

(Minutes, Jan. 24 1877, p. 560.) 

Commissioner 'VETMORE moved that said application be re
ferred to Commissioner Wenman, with power. 

Adopted. 
Audit. 

Oommissioner "WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Coogan, Wm., flagging ................ Flagging west side 

Berrian Avenue, 

from Isaac St. to 

the second angle 

N. of the Kings-

bridge Road .•• $136 30 
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Croft, Wm. F., pedestal for arm of Statue 

of Liberty ........................ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Cooke & Beggs, elevator .............. Mus. Nat. History. 

Watson Manfg. Co., labor andmat"ls .... Mus. Nat. History. 

RECAPITULATION. 

[ Wednesday, 

9'72 00 

500 00 

12,000 00 

$13,608 30 

City Parks Improvement Fund ............... '" . . ... . . . $972 00 

Museum Natural History... ... . .. . . ... . . ... . .. . . ... . .. 12,500 00 

Flagging,west side of Berrian Avenue, from lSMe Street 

to the second angle north of the Kings bridge Roa(l. .... 136 3iJ 

--- $13,608 30 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirteen thousand six hnndred and 

eight dollars and thirty cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, March 21st, 1877. 

H. G. D'fEBBIXS, I A1lditing 
JAS. F. 'YEX)IAX, f Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said hills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Arrests on the Parks by Metropolitan Police. 

Commissioner Stebbins stated, that he was informed Cap
tain Williams of the Twenty-first Precinct of the Metropolitan 

Police force had arrested a young gentleman a few days since, 
for riding a velocipede on Madison Square, where permission 

\ 
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for that purpose had been given by this Department; and he 

moved that the President be requested to ascertain the facts 

connected with the case and communicate with the· Police De-

/ partment on the subject. 
Adopted. 

Lighting the Lamps on the Parks,&c. 

The PRESIDENT read a letter which he had addressed to the 

Mayor, the Comptroller and the Commissioner of Public 

Works, on the 10th inst., suggesting to them that a fair inter

pretation of Section 73 of Chapter 335, Laws of 1873, will 

include the lighting, under the Gas Commission, of all the 

public bmps, whether situated in the parks or along the 

streets. 
(Minutes, January 8, 1874, p. 511.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor, the Comptroller and the 

Commissioner of the Department of Public W orks, for~ing 
the Gas Commission, be, and hereby are, respectfully requested 
to light the lamps in the pu blic parks, places and bridges, under 
the control of this Department, as well as those OIl the streets, 
and to pay for the expense thereof Ollt of the appropriation 
for" Lamps and Gas" for the year 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmati ve, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore, Wenman 

-4. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to prepare and in

sert advertisements for proposals for supplying illuminating 
material to, lighting, cleaning and reglazing, &c., all or any por
tion of the public lamps on the public parks, squares, places, 
and bridges, under the control of this Department, from May 
lst to December 31st, 1877, both days inclusive. 

(Minutes, Dec. 6, 1876, p. 451.) 

The PRlllSWENT put the questiou, whether the Board would 
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agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners 

Wenman,-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore, 

Bath House at the Battery. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the application of Mr. 

Isaac Hall for a license to moor his bath-house outside the wall 

of Battery Park, verbally reported and recommended that a 
license be given to Mr. Hall, for that purpose, during this year, 
and that his license fee be fixed at the sum of $575, to be paid 
or applied in maintenance and repairs, on or before July 10th, 

1877. 
(Minutes, March 14, 1877, p. 680.) 

Oommissioner WERMAN moved that the report of the Presi
dent be ac()epted, and the recommendation therein adopted 

by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the· Board would 

agree to .said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Thomas Farrell. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'that it be referred with power to the President 

to employ Thomas Farrell, lately employed in the Menagerie, 
as a laborer, if there is any place where his services are re
quired. 

The PRESIDE)lT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

\ 
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Berrian Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for the work 
of flagging the west side of Berrian Avenue, from the second 

( angle north of Kingsbridge Road to Isaac Street, together 
with the statement of the amount, and cost of the work, and 
moved that they be signed by the Commissioners and trans-
mitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, March 14, 18'17 6'1'1) . 

. The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-'-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wetmore, Wenman 
-4. 

Pipe Sewers in Ceutral Park. 

The PRESIDENT presented duplicated assignments from Mr. 
R. G. Walmsley, to the Mechanics' & Traders' Bank of the City 
New York, of the contract awarded to Mr. Frank A. O'Donnel, 
for the construction of pipe sewers in Central Pal'k, and moved 
that one of said assignments be transmitted to the Finance De
partmEmt, and that the oth~r be filed with the contract. 

(Minutes, Feby. 14, 18'1'1, p. 618.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 28th jnst., at 9 o'clock. 
A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P . 
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WEDNESDAY, MAR()U ~8th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of 21st instant were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Brook Avenue Sewer-George M. Cushing. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the. 
work on Brook Avenue sewer requires the employment of an 
assistant to inspect and test the cement used, and recommend
ing Mr. George M. Cushing for the position. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. George M. Cushing be, and he is hereby, 

appointed an assistant upon the work of constructing the 
Brook Avenue sewer, and that his pay be fixed at $3 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-~ \ 

Stone Liberty Bell. 

From the Dorchester Union Free Stone Oompany, offering 
to present to the Department an accurate fac· simile of the old 
"Liberty Bell" in Philadelphia, cut out of the Dorchester 
freestone. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the offer be accepted, and that 
the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders for the cost of re
moval of said bell if necessary. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, -Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Steam Engine on Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Police Department, forwarding a certificate of the 
inspection of the boiler of the steam-engine on Third A venue 

Bridge. 
(Minutes, Feby. 21, 1877, p. 625.) 

Filed. 

Brook A venue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the communication of Mr. J. E. Serrell in reference to the 
plans of Brook A venue sewer. 

(Minutes. March 7, 1877, p. 659.) 

Filed. 

./ 

" 
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Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding a 
copy of the notice he had sent to the land owners in the dis-

I trict of the Twenty-fourth Ward, between Broadway and 
Riverdale Road, as directed by the Board. 

(Minutes March 21, 1877, p. 693.) 

Filed . 

Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake JUanufacturing Oompany, applying 
for a payment of $4,000 on account of their contract for heating 
and ventilating the Museum of Art. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

T. Meehan. Thomas Farrell. 

From Thomas Meehan, applying for the position lately held 
by John Fagan, skilled laborer. 

The PHESIDENT stated that John Faban, skilled laborer, had 
recently died. That up to the time of his death he had acted 
as janitor of the Museum building, Oentral Park. That he had 
directed the ~uperintendent to place Thomas Meehan tempor
arily in his. place; and that he had appointed Thomas Farrell 

. to the position held by Meehan, as authorized by the Board on 
the 21st instant. 

(Minutes March 21, 1877, p. 702.) 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, that Thomas Meehan be promoted to the 
position of skilled laborer, lately held by John Fagan, deceased, 
and that his pay be fixed at $2 pel' Jay. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4 . 
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Philanz() Edick. 

From Mr. Joseph H. God win, recommending Mr. Philanzo 

Edick for the position of inspector. 
Filed. 

Patrick Brennan. 

From Mr. J. Nelson Waterbury, recommending Mr. Patrick 
Brennan for the position of a carpenter. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, OhairlJlan of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 
Coogan, Wm., flagging, etc .•..... " ... Flagging and lay

ing crosswalks 

N. side 173d 

Street from 3d. 

Ave. to Rail-

road Ave ..... 

Devlin, Jno. B., screened gravel. .. " .. Maint. and Govmt.. 

P. and P ..... . 

Donvan, J. V., labor and materials ...... Mus. Nat!. History 

Early & Lane, matches, pails and bas-

kets ............ , .. " .. . ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt. and M. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ••••.•.... 

Frasse & Co., screws .... , " •........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•••.•••.. 

Gildersleeve, W. H., bread ............ }faint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ........ 

Labagb. William 0., salt ..•.....•••.•• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••.. 

Museum of Art ... 

$18 511 

62 

58 

$6 60 

1 26 

$830 00 

511 89 

7000 00 

19 75 

4 26 

33 98 

7 81i 

\. 
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McDermott, P., .labor and materials ..... MUB. N atl. History 

McNab &; Harlin Manufacturing Co., 

plum bing materials ...........•... City Parks Imp't. 

Fund ....•.... 

Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ..... . 

Moffat, David &; Co., leather ........... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ..... .. 

New York &; N. J. Globe Gas L. Co., reo 

pairs to lamps ................... Maint. and Gov't. 

P.andP ..... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., mower parts ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Slattery, James, screened graveL ...... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P ...... . 

Smith, Cohn &; Co., hardware .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint ..••..... 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables, Jan. &: Feb.Maint. and G Ol'1ut. 

P. and P ..... . 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. ................. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Watson Mfg. Co., labor and materials ... Museum of Art.. .. 

Wheatley, R R, h"y and oats .......... Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Ward ........ . 

Wright, Green, broken stone .......... Maint. 2!3d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..... '" 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..... , .................. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

$28 27 

4 80 

$20 25 

11 29 

$1684 14 

11 91 

33 10 

648 20 

$1000 00 

38 07 

16 83 

44 00 

35 70 

702 61 

31 54 

63 93 

225 00 

7000 00 

48 20 

600 00 

$18,208 60 
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Flagging and Laying Crosswalks 173d Street...... . .. . . . $830 00 

Museum of Natural Hi~tory .......................... , 8,000 00 

Museum of Art ..........•........ 7,001 26 

-- --$18,208 60 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighteen thousand two hundred and 

eight doHars and sixty cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, March 28, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBIYS, ~ .Auditing 
JAB. F. WEXMAN, } Committ~. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be di

rected to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for 

payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Payments by Mr. C. Ryan. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Commissioner VVENl\fAN presented a bill from Mr. C. Ryan, 

licensee for sale of refreshments in Central Park, amounting 

to $\)8, being the amount paid by Mr. Ryall for labor in con

nection with the skating in December, 1876,1111(1 withont which 

the skating would have had to be discontinued. Accompanying 

said Lill is a It,tter from Mr. C. Ryan, stating the facts, and en

closing a detailed statell1ent of the payments made by him. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said bill and subject be 

laid over. 

Adopted. 

Bath House at the Battery. 

The PUESIDENT presented and read the form of license pre-
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pared for Mr. Isaac Hall, licensee of the bath house at the 

Battery, as directed at the last meeting of the Board. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the form of license as 

read by the President be approved, and that the President 

. be authorized to sign same for aild on Lehalf of this Depart

ment. 
(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 702.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore. 

-4. 

Thomas Fox. Matthew Cox. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Civil and Topo~raphical Engine.·r be, and 
he hereby is, authorIzed to employ Thomas Fox a:ld Matthew 
Cox as chainmen on such days as he shall require their ser
vices, and tha~ their pay be fixed at $2.50 per day when so 
employed. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 667.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was uetermined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, 

John Brady. 

The PRESIDENT presented a certificate from Dr. Rohner, that 

John Brady, a laborer, was ill and unable to work from the 

16th to the 23d inst. He then llloved that said J obn Brady 

be restored to work. 

Adopted, 

• 
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George W. Pyne. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Mr. George W. Pyne be 

appointed to a position on the police force. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said appointment be laid over. 

Adopted. 

1 '13d Street (formerly Eleventh Street). 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for the work of 

flagging the sidewalk on the north side of the street known as 

173d Street (formerly Eleventh Street), in the Twenty-fourth 
Ward, from Third Avenue to Railroad Avenue, and laying 
crosswalks across each intersecting avenue; together with the 
statemant of the amount and cost of the work, and moved 

that they be signed by the Commissioners and transmitted to 
the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, Nov. 8, 1876, p. 400.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

At the hour of half-past Dwe o'clock A. M., the Comptroller 
of the city entered, a:ld the meeting being opened to the 
public, the President of the Department, in the presence of 

the Comptroller, and of sllch of the parties makiilg proposals 
~ as desired to be present, opened the estimate box, and then 
and there publicly opened and read all estimates or proposals 
which had been received in pursuance of advertisements duly 

published in the City Record, for the following works, viz.: 

1. Encaustic tiling for the Museum of Natural History 
building. 

(Minutes, January 17, 18'17, p. 541.) 

" 
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2. Construction, removal, and remodelling of cases for the 
Museum of Natural History building. 

(Minutes, Nov. 115, 1876, p. 412.) 

The following estimates or proposals were receiTed : 

I.-ENCAUSTIO TILING. 
1. Miller &; Coates. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . ....................... '21,450 
2. Thomas Aspinwall &; Son. ...... ., ........... . . .. . . .. . . .. ... 18,950 
3. Edward Boote ............ : ..... _ .... ' .. ..................••. 20,700 
4. Anderson, Merchant &; Co ......... ' .. '. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . • . .. IH,S57 
U. The American Encaustic Tile Co, .... ' .. , ' . . ' , . , .. . . . 26,975 

n.-CONSTRUCTION, &C., OF CASES. 
1. Morton, dhesley &; Co ... " .. ' .............................•.. ,. $19.610 
2. J. Y. Donvan.. ............................................... 13,711 
3. Strippel &; SOil., ...................... , ........ , ....... ' . , .. . . . 10,935 

The Comptroller then retired. 

Laying out the 23rd and 24th Warde· 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the consideration of the 
subject of the map or plan for laying out the <1istrict of the 
Twenty-fourth Ward, between Riverdale Road and Broadway, 
be taken up, and that the property owners be received and 
heard in reference thereto. 

(Minutes, March i8, 187'7, p. 707.) 

Adopted .. 

The following owners of property were then received, viz. : 
Waldo Hutchings, 
N. P. Bailey, 
J. J. Crane, 
W. G. Ack,'rman, 
L. L. Delafield, 
Robert White, 

Hiram Barney, 
Joseph H. Godwin, 
.James A. Hayden, 
Jacob Weber, 
Charles White, 
Webster Woodman. 

Mr. Delafield approved of the general principles of the plan,' 
but objected to its adoption on the following grounds, viz. : 
That there are too many roads laid out, and, that in certain 
places some of the roads are too wide, and he also 011jected to 
the places taken for parks, on the ground that there should be 
no public parks or places. 

Mr. Hutchings favored the plan, with the exception oft.he 

width of the ~treetel which, h~ thou~ht~ shoqlq 'b~ pMl'0wef. 
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Mr. Godwin, Mr. Ackerman, Mr. Robert White, and Mr. 

Woodman, all expressed tbeir approval of tbe plan aA sub
mitted. 

After the Landscape Arcbitect and tbe Oivil and Topograph

ical Engineer bad explained the principles of tbe plan, and the 

necessity for the number and width of the streets, the prop

erty owners retired. 

Commissioner WETMORE then moved that the further con
sideration of said map or plan be laid over. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 

11.30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, tbe 4th of April, 
1877, at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

\ 
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MONDAY, APRIL 2d, 1877. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met pursuant to the following call of the 
President. 

MR. WM. IRWIN, 

Secrdary, D. P. P. 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 Union Square (East).-30th March, 1877. 

Sir,-You will please call a special meeting of the Board, on Monday morning 
'- at nine o'clock A. M., to consider the subject of the bill of Mr. Wm. F. Croft, 

for the erection of the foundation pedestal, on which the Arm of the Statue of 
Liberty is placed. 

(Signed) 
Respe ctfull y, 

WM. R. MARTIN, 

President, D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner MAHTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 

On motion of the PREsIDEN'r, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 28th uIto. was dispensed with: 

The following communication was presented and read: 

Statue of Liberty. 

From the Comptroller of the City of New York, as follows: 

RON. WM. R. MARTIN. 

CITY OF NEw YORK, } 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFIOE, 

March 24, 1877. 

President, Department of Parks. 

Sir,-A voucher in favor of Wm. F. Croft, amounting to nine hundred and 
seventy-two dollars ($972), for erecting a pedestal for the Arm of the Statue of 
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Liberty, at Madison Square, has been transmitted to this Department for payment, 
requisition having been made upon the" City Parks Improvement Fund." 

Ohapter 608, Laws of 1875, creating this fund, provides that the moneys realized 
from said funded stock, shall be applied only to the construction and improvement 
of said Parks, etc. 

It is understood that this pedestal holds a portion of Eartholdi's Statue of 
Liberty, which has been presented to the citizens of the United States, and has 
been accepted by Congress, who have donated land on one of the Islands in the 
Harbor, on which the Statue is to be erected, and it is also understood that a 
committee of distinguished citizens has been selected, having in charge the 
raising of moneys for the purpose of defraying the expense of a suitable pedestal, 
and the erection of the Statue thereon. 

If these are the facts, the Arm of the 8tatu~ is soon to be changed from its 
present location, and was not intended to be permanently plac.ed in the Park, and 
it is difficult to understand how any work connected with it can enter into the 
construction or improvement of the Parks, or in what manner the city can be 
properly chargeable with any of the expense. I will thank yon to explain under 
what interpretation of the law and the facts you have certified this to be a claim 
against the city. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) JOR)! KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT then read the following letter which he had 
sent to the Comptroller in reply to the foregoing, viz. : 

Hon JOHN KELLY, 
Oomptroller : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 UNION SQUARE (East), 
March 27, 1877. 

SIR,-In response to your letter of 24th inst. with reference to the bill of Mr. 
W. F. Croft for the fonndation, &c., for the Arm of the "Statue of Liberty" on 
Madison Squate, we have to say: 

That the subject was brought to the attention of this Department by Mayor 
Wickham in a letter, of which a copy is appended. 

The Eoard, therefore, determined to lay and construct the foundation in and 
upon which Mr. Eartholdi mig'ht place the arm of the Statue. The circumstances 
of the gift of this Statue by the people of }<'rance to this country, its proposed 
erection in the vicinity of this city, and the exhibition here of the Arm and Torch 
of the statue, are too well known to need repetition. 

We respectfully submit that this work comes properly within the improvement 
of the Parks, and that our determination of that question is cotrect, and not opl'n 
to question. 

In this light it is not material whether the arm of the Statue is ever removed 
or not.. Perpetual permanence is not essential to the improvement of the Parks, 
and our work would remain, even if the arm was removed. 

(Signed) 
Yours respectfully, 

WK. R. MARTIN, 
President J). P. P. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that the Comptroller Htill refused 
payment of Mr. Croft's bill, and had suggested that the De· 
partnient should make application for a transfer by the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment to provide funds for the payment 

I 
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of the bill. He then offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas this Department has charged the bill of Wm. F. 
Croft, for $972, for work done and materials furnished in the 
erection of the pedestal for the arm of the Statue of Liberty, 
on Madison Square, to the City Parks Improvement Fund, 
and is of the opinion that it is a proper charge to that fund, 
and that it is within its province to determine that question; 
and 

Whereas the Comptroller, in dissenting from that opinion, 
expresses his readiness to approve and recommend an appro
priation from the unexpended balances for the payment of the 
bill; therefore 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to transfer the sum of 
$972 from some appropriation for the year 1876 on which there 
is a sufficient balance unexpended and not required for the 
purposes thereof, to an appropriation to pay said bill. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W tmman-3. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the opening of the proposals for the con

struction of a bridge over Harlem River, at the intersection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned from Wednesday, the 4th inst., at 9:30 
o'clock A. M., until Wednesday, the 18th, inst., at .9:30 o'clock 
A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 692.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members ofthe' Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 9:30 
o'clock A. M. 

GEORGE C. COFFIN, 
A8sistant Secretary, D. P. P. 
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• 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4th, IS7'f. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOOK A. 11[. 

Presen t-Commissioner MA.RTIN, President. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., the meeting was 
op9ned to the public and to those of the bidders for the con
struction of the bridge over the Harlem River, at the intersec
tion of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth 
Street, who desired to be present,and the President announced 
to those present the time and place of the adjburnment, as di
rected by the Board on the 2d inst. 

(Minuteo, April 2, 1877, p. 717.) 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned at 9:35 
o~c1ock, A. M., to meet on Friday, the 6th inst., at.9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secret,ary, D. P. P. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 6th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.lII. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of March 28th, April 
2d and 4th, 1877, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read : 

Concord .A. venue. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in relation to the com
pletion of the work of regulating and grading Conconl Avenue 
between Westchester Road and Home Street in the Twenty
third Ward, in which he states: 

"In view of the difficulties in which this matter appears to be 
" involved, I respectfully suggest that an effort should be made 
"to have the work performed under the old contract with James 
"Finnigan. There is nothing before me to show why be failed 
" to go on with the work under his contract, but, at the present 
" low prices of labor and materials, I should suppose that either 
"he or some person to whom he might assign his contract, 
"would be glad "to complete the work of regulating and grading 
" Concord A venue. 
* * * * * * * * * 

"If it is not practicable to have the work done under the 
.. contract with Finnigan, I renew my former recommendation, 
"that application should be made to the Legislature to pass 
" an act which would free the matter from doubt. 

" If any substantial reason has heretofOre existed for doubt..: 
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" ing the constitutionality of an act authorizing the completion 
"of this avenue, such reason no longer exists. 
* * * * * * *. * 

"This question has been recently considered by the Supreme 
"COUl't in the case of Hulbert V8. Banks, and a decision has 
"been rendered that the provision of the constitution, above 
"referred to, does not apply to local acts providing for the 
"improvement of streets in cities, and such dpcision of the 
"Supreme Court has been affirmed by the Court of Apl'eals. 
" (Howard's Pro Reps. for February, Ib77, p. 196). 

"It is suggested., that the owners of property on Concord 
"Avenue, are very anxious to have the avenue completed, and 
" I should suppose that, with their co-operation, there would 
" be no difficulty whatever in procuring the passage of a brief 
" act, authorizing this work to be done, and authorizing the 
"Board of Assessors to lay an assessment for all moneys 
" heretofore or to be hereafter expended." 

The President, to whom this matter had been referred, ver
bally reported, that he had submitted the question to the Coun
sel to the Corporation, who has given the foregoing advice. 

That in compliance with said advice he had a draft bill pre

pared and sent to the Legislature, and he submitted a copy of 
said draft bill. 

(Minutes, February 14, l877, p. 611.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said communication from 
the Corporation Counsel, and said draft bill be filed, and that 
the action of the President be approved. 

Adopted. 

The Casino-Deduction of Fees of Licensees for Repairs. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation,"'giving his OpInIOn as 
to whether the Department has the power to allow Mr. C. 

Ryan, licensee, &c., to make certain repairs to the Casino, and 
deduct the cost thereof from the fees which he pays under the 
terms of his agreement, in which he states: 

" The contract with Mr. Ryan is of a peculiar nature, having 
" in some respects the character of a lease, and, in others that 
" of a license, though diffaring materially from ordinary leases, 
" and from other licenses issued by officers of the city. I am 
" informed by the Finance Department, that the moneys re
"ceived through the Park Department from Mr. Ryan, are 

\ 
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" deposited in the Treasury to the credit of the 'General 
" Fund.' Whether snch moneys are properly regarded as 
" 'license fees,' or should be considered' rents,' and, whether 
"they should be credited to the • General Fund,' or to the 
" 'Sinking Funo,' I think the right of the Department of Public 
"Parks to now modify the contract with Mr. Ryan, in the 
" manner proposed, is so extremely doubtful, that I must ad~ 
" vise that such modification be not made. Whether the De~ 
,I partment could originally have made a contl'liCt with Mr. 
" ;Ryan providing that he should make all necessary repairs 
"on said buildings, and, that in consideration of such cove~ 
" nant on his part, the Department would accept a percentage 
" of his receipts less than that named in the presellt contract, 
"is a different question from that just considered. Such a 
"-provision is a common one in leases,. and, I think the Depart~ 
"ment could have lawfully made a contract with Mr. Ryan 
" containing a provision of this character." 

(Minutes, February 7, ] 877, p. 599.) 

Filed. 

Riyerside Park. Morningside Park. 

From the Landscape Architect, stating that he has seen 
evidence of the stealing of trees and shrubs, and of the wilful 
as well as careless injury and destruction of trees on Riverside 

Park. And suggesting the adoption of a few regulations or 
ordinances for Riverside and Morningside Parks during the 
time of their construction. 

The PRESIDENT then offered thc following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the following ordinances for Riverside and 

Morningside Parks be, and hereby are, adopted, and that the 
Secretary is hereby directed to cause the immediate publica
tion of the same for ten days in the City Record, published in 
the city of New York. 

Resolved, Tha.t the President is hereby directed to cause the 
further publication of said ordinances by means of hand bills, 
and to offer a reward, not exceeding twenty-five dollars, for 
evidence that will obtain the conviction of any person who 
violates the first section of said ordinances. 

ORDINANCES APPLICABLE TO RIVERSIDE AND 
MORNINGSIDE PARKS. 

The Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public 
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Parks, this 6th day of April, 1877, adopt and ordain the fol
lowing ordinances for Riverside and Morningside Parks: 

All persons are forbidden-
SEC. 1. To cut, break, bruise, peel, or in any way lllJure or 

deface trees or bushes, or any of the buildings, walls, fences, or 
constructions upon said parks. 

SEC. 2. To turn cattle, horses, or goats upon them. 
SEC. 3. To throw missiles, to discharge firearms, or to make 

fires upon them. 
SEC. 4. To interfere with or hinder any men employed in the 

serVice of the city upon them. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

s. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Arl. 

From the Superintending Architect, recommending that a 

payment on account, not exceeding $1,000 be made to the 

. Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, contractors. 
(Minutes, March 28, 1877. p. 707.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of said 

Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company to an amount not 
exceeding $4,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of aU the memb~rs of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Thos. Bell. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards forwarding a bill of Mr. Thos. Bell of $2.15 for 

\ 
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certain repairs to harness belonging to the Department made 

in November and December, 1876. 
The PRESIDENT moved that payment of "Said bill be author

ized. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 

-
Stebbins, Wenman, 

Memorial Committee, G. A. R.-Union Square Cottage. 

From Mr. John H. Brady, Chairman of the Memorial Commit
tee of the Grand Army of the Republic, requesting permission 
for said Committee to occupy the Reception Room in the Cot
tage on Union Square, until Decoration Day, the 30th May, for 
the purpose of receiving flowers and donations. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 
be granted. 

Adopted. 

Worth Monument. 

From Mr. James M. Turner, Commander of the" E. A. Kim
ball Post," of the Grand Army of the Republic, requesting per
mission for said Post to decorate the Worth Monument on, 
Decoration Day. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that permission be granted, 
as requested, on cond,ition that Mr. Turner has all the decora
tions and temporary fixtures for the same removed the ne:x:t 
day after Decoration Day. 

Adopted 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. W. A. Haines, of the Committee on Plans of the 

Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History,approving 
of the following changes in the plans of the Museum of Natural 
History building, and asking that they be ordered as soon as 
convenient, viz.: 

No. 1. 
Plumbing. 

Fitting np four (4) sinks, galvanized, 36 x 21 x 12 inches, supplied with hot 
and cold water, through i inch A A lead pipes for hot water, and 1 inch A A lead 
pipe for cold water, with i cocl;s for hot and cold water, and 1 illch independent 
cock to attach hose, lined up four (4) feet all round with slate, 1 inch thick, and 
slate platforms on floor, and three (3) inch waste pipes, traps, etc., complete, with 
sink in cellar, supplied with hot and cold water, for the sum of...... $467 00 

Removing and altering four (4) wash basins, with marble slabs, etc., 
at $22............. ............. ............. .... .... .... ... . .. 88 00 

Altering gas pipes in four (4) rooms, at $6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 00 

$579 00 

No. ~. 
To groove the standards throughout the building, for the snm of. . . . $250 00 
Putting adjustiblil shelves on the two upper tiers of shelves of six (6) 

cases on third floor. for............................ . .. . . .. . . . . . . . 240 00 
Putting in movable backs to all B. cases upon two upper floors... . . . 194 00 

No.3. 
Furnishing and putting on the letters and figures on all the cases in 

the building ..•................................................. 
Putting in inclined shelves on the two upper tiers of 8 C. cases, and 2 

B. cases on gallery floor, for ............................•......... 
Building 12 closets for packing away things not in use, for ........ . 
Two platforms, on wheels ........... '" ....................... . 
Six (6) pine table.tops, 3 ft. x 6 ft., and 12 horses to support them ... . 

$684 00 

$248 00 

175 00 
360 00 

50 00 
3000 

$863 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 

to the Superintending Architect, to report upon. 
Adopted. 

Statue of Fitz Greene Halleck. 

From General James Grant Wilsou, requesting that a site 
for the Statue of Fitz Greene Halleck be designated at the 
sontheast corner, made by the intersection of the Mall and the 
path that crosses it directly north of the Statue of Sir Walter 
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Scott; and that the Department have the foundations for the 

pedestal of the Statue constructed before the 15th inst. 
(Minutes, October 18, 1876, p. 352.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the site, requested by General 

Wilson, be designated as the site for the Statue, and that the 
Treasurer be authorized to issue orders for the construction of 

the foundations for the pedestal, the cost of which shall be 
charged to the" City Parks Improvement Fund." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ages. - Commissioner 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Surveying, &e., in Central Park. 

From Mr. Alfred G. Compton, Professor, &c., of the College 
of the City of New York, asking permission to take his class 
upon the lawns in the Central Park, for the purpose of practice 
In the use of surveying instruments, &c. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 
be granted. 

Adopted. 

Stone Liberty Bell. 

From the Dorchester Union Free Stone Company, stating that 
the stone fac simile of the "Liberty Bell" will be delivered 
to the Department, free of charge, at a stone yard in this city, 
and that the company will provide a base for it to stand on. 

(Minutes, March 28,1877, p. 706.) 

Commissivner STEBBINS moved that it be referred to the 

President, with power, to designate a site for said Bell. 
Adopted. 

• 
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Museum of Natural History Tiling. 

From Messrs. Anderson, Merchant & Co., III relation to the 

contract for laying encaustic tiling in the Museum of Natural 

History building. 
(Minutes, March 28, 1877, p. 713.) 

Filed. 

Statue of Liberty. 

From Mr. Charles Villa, Secretary of "Le Comite Fran9ais 
de l'Union Franco Americaine," forw3,rding resolutions thank

ing the Department for allowing the Arm of the Statue of 

Liberty to be placed on Madison Square. 
(Minutes, January 24, 1877, p. 559.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following three reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

American Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and 
services ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . $18 76 
Angell & Blake Mfg. Co., heating and 

ventilating ...................... Mnseum of Art .. . 4,000 00 

Bartlett, J. W., lamp tops .............. Harlem R. B. Re· 

pairs, Imp. and 

Maint ........ . 12 00 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 140 37 

Crotty, P., rock ....................... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ . 30 80 

Cooper, Peter, Glue Factory, bone dust .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......•.. 28 80 

DeGrauw, Aymar & Co., blocks and rope .. Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Imps. and 

Maint ........ . fj 48 

\ 
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Gold lind Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ..............•.............. Maint.and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Keuffel &; Esser, drawing materials .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund •....•... 

Lawrence, F. W., work and materials .... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Mnllane, John, corn, oats, straw and hay • Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Parry, Henry, marble basin ..........• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••.•••••. 
Rogers, H. A., hardware .............• City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•...•••. 

Maint.and Govm't. 

P. and P ...... . 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Harlem R. B. Re

pairs, Impt. and 

Maint •......... 

Smith, Cohu &; Co., chains and forks .••. Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards •....... 

Wright, Green, broken stone ...•.•..... Maint 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$32 93 

21 52 

24 30 

1 40 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places... . .••• *'7'16 80 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. . ..... . . •..... .. '75'7 10 

City Parks Improvement Fund.. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 24'1 34 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance .•......................................•... 18 88 

Museum of Art ...... _ .... _ . .... • .. _ . ... .. . . . ... . . .. 4,000 00 

Museum of Natural History ............ , . . . . .. . . . . .• • • • 2,000 00 

62 50 

30 24 

2,000 00 

6'14 02 

III 00 

80.11l 

2'1 00 

6'711 00 

----
$'7,800 12 

$'1,800 12 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventy-eight huudred dollars. and 

f;welve cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, April 6, 18'1'1. 

H. G. STEBBINS, [Auditing 
JA8. F. WEN1tiN, f OommitUrl 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Decker, Nicholas H. and Geo. W. 

Quintard, labor and matls .... , ....... Impt. and Canst .. 

of Riverside 

Drive ........ . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Kelso, BroB., coal. ....••.•............. Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ..... . 

Irwin, Wm., incidental expenses ......... Maint, and Gov't. 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., expenses 

P. and PoO ..... . 

Maint. etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Museum Natural History ............. Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ..... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

. gas ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers .............. Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ...... 

Wheatley, R. R., hay, straw and oats .... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$'74 48 

1404 

o ISIS 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. , ...... $1,418 1S6 

Maintenan('e, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ..••.••............ 85 48 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards........... 0 55 

Improvement and Construction, Riverside Drive ........... 10,206 29 

$10,206 29 

3'7 40 

37 50 

8907 

1,225 66 

26 00 

12 52 

'11 44 

$11,705 88 

----111,705 88 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven thousand seven hundred and 

D.ve dollars and eighty.eight cents. 

New York, April 6th, 18'1'1. 

(Si~~ed) H. G. STEBBINS, t..d "diting 
JAB. F. WXNl4AN, f Commitu~. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they h8.1"e 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Finnigan, John, broken stone, ..••...... Maint., &c., 23d 

and 24 th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables .......... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P., 1876. 

Wright, Green, broken stone •......... Maint., &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1876_ 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 ........... . 

• 45 85 

411 61 

$231 61 

45 35 

180 00 

$456 96 

-$456 96 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of four hundred and fifty-six 

dollars and ninety-six cents. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t .Auditing 
JA8. F. WENlIlAN, f Oommittee. 

New York, AprilSth, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
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D*l/artMmt 0/ Public Park, in. account with 

James F. Wenman, Tr~aa'Ur~. 

18'1'1. CR. 

March '1. By balance .•.•.......•.•..•...•..••.... '" $1,'129 22 

March '1 } 
to " cash received from licenses and permits .... 

April 4. 
202 90 

$1,982 12 

DR. 

March '1 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ........... . 

April 4. 
$202 86 

April 4. "balance ................................ . 1,'129 26 

--- '1,982 12 

DR. 

April 4. To cash in Bank of Metropolis... ... . ..... ... $1,'109 26 

drawer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . 20 00 

---- 1,'129 26 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENMAN, 

Treasur8r D. P. P. 

New York, Wednesday, Apl'il4, 18'1'1,9.30 A. M. 

W m. A. J efferes. 

The PRESIDEN'l'. to whom was referred the communication of 
lIr. W m. A. J efi'eres, making application for remuneration for 

the days on which he worked for the Department during Jan

uary, February and March, 1876, subsequent to his discharge 

from the Departmellt, verbally reported that it appears from 
the returns kept in the office of the Superintending Engi
neer at the time, that Mr. Jefferes worked for 13 days in Jan

uary, 18 days in February, and 24 days in March, 1876, in all 
55 days; that his position was that of an axeman, and his ray 
was $2.50 per day. He presented a letter from the Superin

tending Engineer stating the facts, and he recommended that 

Mr. Jefferes be paid for said days, at $2.50 per day, and that 
his pay be charged to the" Oity Parks Improvement Fund." 

(Minutes, March 21,18'1'1, p. 698.) 

\ 
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Commissioner WENMAN moved that the report of the Presi

dent be accepted and adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to sai9. motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PREsmENT reported that the contractors for construct
ing and improving Riverside Avenue had applied that the fol
lowing information be furnished them by the Superintending 
Engineer of that work, viz. : 

The elevation of one or more" benches." 
The cross sections of the natural surface of earth and rock. 
The details of rock and earth excavation and of wall built . 
Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu-

tion: 
Resolved, That the President be authorized to furnish the 

contractors for Riverside Avenue with any information in re
lation to said work contained in the papers of the Department, 
which they may officially ask for, and which will not interfere 
with the rights of the city and not occasion expense to the 
Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board w:ould 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in affirmative, a 
majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Mal·tin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That under and ·by virtue of the powers conferred 

on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
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the city of New York, by Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
they do hereby layout the streets, roads, and avenues, and 
public parks and places, within the Twenty-fourth Ward, of 
the city of New York, shown on a map or plan entitled, "Plan 
of streets, roads, and avenues, within that part of the Twenty
fourth 'Yard of the city of New York, lying betweer:: Riverdale 
Avenue and Broadway," dated- "New Y;ork, March 21,1877," 
and signed "Fred Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect," and 
"J. James R. Croes, Ciyil and Topographical Engineer," ofthe 
widths, extent and direction that said streets, roads and aven
ues, and public park<; or places, are designated on said map or 
plan, by red lilles and figures, and by color, and that the widths, 
extent, and direction of the said streets, roads, and avenues 
and public parks and places so laid ont, are such as to the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good; and that the President of the Department 
cause the said several streets, roads, and avenues, and public 
parks or places, to be surveyed and del-lignated by proper 
mOIluments, where the same are not already so designated; 
and also that three similar maps or plans and profiles of the 
same be prepared and submitted to this Board, to be filed in 
pursuance of said law above mentioned." 

(Minutes, ~'i:arch 28, 1877, p.707.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said resolution be laid on 

the table. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, moved by Commissione\' Wenman, and it 

was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem

bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

No.-Commissioner Wetmore-I. 

Webster Statne. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Mr. G. W. Burnham, who had 

presented the Statue of Webster to the City, had paid some 

bills for the use of trucks and derricks, in conveying said Statue 

to the Central Park, to the amount of $75, and that he now 

made application to be refunded said sum. 

Commissioner WEN MAN moved that Mr. G. W. Burnham's 

bill, to an amount not exceeding $75, for trucks and derricks 

\ 

,. 
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used in conveying the Statue of Webster to Central Park, be 
authorized to be paid. 

(Minutes, November 3, 1876, p. 396.) 

The PREsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

George W. Pyne. 

Commissioner WENM.AN called up the motion of 28th uIto., 
to appoint Mr. George W. Pyne on the Police force, and moved 
that he be appointed as gate-keeper on the Police force, 
when reported on favorably by the Police Surgeon. 

Minutes, March 28, 1877, p. '112.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.3) of :Messrs. Strippel & 

Son for the construction, removal and remodelling of cases 
for the Museum of Natural History Building be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contraet be awarded to Messrs. 
Strippel & Son; and that the President be, and hereby 
is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of this 
Department. 

(Minutes, March 28, 1877, p. 713.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 11th inst. at 9 o'dock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL IUb, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

" The minutes of the previous meeting of the 6th inst. were 
• read and approved. 

Lighting the Lamps in the Parks, &0, 

At the hour of haH-past nine o'clock A. M. the Comptroller of 
the city entered, and the meeting being opened to the public, 
the President of the Department, in the presence of the 
Comptroller, and of such of the parties making proposals as· 
desired to be present, opened the estimate box, and 
publicly opened and read all estimate or proposals which had 
been received in pursuance of au advertisement duly published 
in the City Record, for furnishing illuminating material to and 
lighting, &c., all or any portion of the public lamps in the public 
parks, places, and on the bridges of the city of New York (ex
cept the ornamental lamps on the north side of Union Square), 
under the control of the Department of Public Parks, from 
the first day of May, 1877, until the 31st day of December, 

1~77? both days inclusive. 
(Minutes, MlI1'ch ~l. la7'1. p. '101,) 
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The following estimates or proposals were received: 

BIDDERS. 

, For the illuminating mate
rial for each lamp, ~nd 
for the lighting, cleaning 
and reglazing the 8a"'e, 
and replacing the cocks, 
tubes, stand pipes. burn
ers and other app lianees 
which may be used for a 
like purpose, and rross
heads,lamp irons and lan
terns thereto, and keep
ing each lamp and lamp
post in thorough repair. 

Metropolitan Gas-Light 
Co .....•.......•... $17 50 

Manhattan Gas-Light Co 12 00 

Illuminating Material 
proposed to be 

supplied. 

Gas. 

Gas. 

S. New York Gas.Light Co. 12 00 Gas. 

4. New York & New Jersey 
Globe Gas-Light Co .. 17 00 Gas generated from naph-

/). New York Mutual Gas-
tha of the best quality. 

Light Co ........... 10 00 Gas. 

Ii. Harlem Gas-Light Co ... 20 00 Gas. 

The portions of the city included in the foregoing proposals 
are as ~ollows, viz. : 

1ST. METROPOLITAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York designated by red lines on a map an
nexed to the proposal, except the north side of Transverse Road No.2, in the 
Central Park_ 

The portions designated by red lines on said map are as follows, viz.: 
Transverse Road No.2 in the Central Park. 
Transverse Road No.1 in the Central Park. 
The Circle at the junction of Eighth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street. 
The entrance to the Central Park at Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street. 
The Plaza, at the jnnction of Fifth A venue and Fifty-eighth Street. 
Park Avenue Parks from the north side of Thirty-fourth Street to the south 

, side of Fortieth Street_ 
Reservoir Park bounded by the distributing reservoir, Fortieth Street, Sixth 

Avenue and }'orty-second Street. 

f 

\ 
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2ND. THE MANHATTAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: 
On the north by Thirty-fourth Street. 
On the east by the East River. 
On the south by Grand, Sullivan and Canal Streets. 
On·the west by the North or Hudson River. 

3RD. THE NEW YORK GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 

The district lying south of Grand Street and Canal Street from the East 
River to the North or Hudson River. 

4TH. THE NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY GLOBE GAS-LIGHT CO. 

Tompkins Square, Washington .Square, Battery Park, Union Square, Madison 
Square, Bowling Greeo, City.Hall Park, Reservoir Square, Plaza at entrance to 
Central Park, Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street, Circle at Eighth Avenue aod 
Fifty-ninth Street, Transverse Road No. I, Transverse Road No.2, Transverse 
Road No.3; 

5TH. THE NEW YORK MUTUAL GAS-LI<:i-HT COMPANY. 

Union Square, bounded by Fourth Avenue, Broadway, Fourteenth Street and 
Seventeenth Street. 

Madison Square, bounded by Madison Avenue, Broadway, Twenty-third Street 
and Twenty-sixth Street .. 

Tompkins Square, bounded by Avenue A, Avenue B, Seventh Street and Tenth 
Street. 

Washington Square, bounded by Wooster Street, McDougal Street, Fourth Street 
an.d Waverly Place. 

Jackson tlquare, bounded by Horatio Street, Greenwich and Eighth Avenues. 
Cooper Institute Square, bounded by Third and Fourth Avenues and Seventh 

Street. 
Worth Monument, bounded by Fifth Avenue, Broadway and Twenty-fifth 

Street. 
Washington Monument, at junction of Fourth Avenue and Fourteenth Street. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth A venue and Twenty-third Street . 

. Gasalier, at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-fourth Street. 

6TH. THE HARLEM GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: By a line com
mencing at the intersection of the centre line oJ: 8eventy-ninth Street and the East 
River, running thence along the centre line of said Seventy-ninth Street and the 
centre line of Transverse Road No. 2,- to the H ndson River; thence along said 
Hudson River to Spuyt('n Duyvil creek; thence along said creek to the Harlem 
Rlver; thence along said Harlem River and throngh the draw. in the Central and 
Third Avenue Bridges to the East River, and thence along the East River to the 
centre line of Seventy.ninth Street, the place of beginning. 

The Comptroller of the City then retired, and the Board 
resumed the order of business. 
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The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue, Removal of Houaes. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to a com
munication from the President, asking his opinion upon the 

duty of the Department in the matter of removing a house 

situated on Riverside Avenue, and which was sold at public 
auction on the 27th November, 1876, to Mr. Wm. F. Boehm, 

in which he states as follows: 
" I think * * it is the duty of the Department to re

" move the building sold to Mr. Boehm. As a matter of pre
., caution, I advise that the Department should serve a notice 
" on Mr. Boehm, that unless he removes the building forth
" with it will be removed by the Department at his expen::le. 
" It would be well. to have such notice delivered to Mr. Boehm 
" personally. 

" In case Mr. 130ehm still neglects to remove the building, it 
" should not be sold, but should be removed by the Depart
" ment, and Mr. Boehm should then be notified of the fact of 
" such removal." 

(Minutes, Nov. 22,1876, p,425, and Jan'y. 3, 1877, p. 508.) 

~he PRESIDENT stated that he had given Mr. Boehm notice as 
advised by the Counsel to the Corporation, and he moved that 
his action be approved and that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue orders for the removal of said house in case Mr. Boehm 
neglects to do so within a reasonable time after service of the 
notice on him. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes. - Commissioners 

Wenman-4. 
Martin, 

Arrests on the Parks by Metropolitan Police. 

Stebbins, Wetmore, 

From the Police Department, in reply to the communication 
of the President in relation to the arrest of a young gentleman 

\ 
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on Madison Square by the Metropolitan Police force, as fol

lows. viz. : 
POLICE DEPARTMENT } 

OF THE CITY OF NEw YORK, 
300 MULBERRY STREET, 

New York, April 5, 18'7'7. 
Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 

Presidellt Dept. of Public Parks: 
Sir,-I am directed by the Board of Police to ackn(>wledge the receipt of your 

communication of 24th uIt., relative to the arrest of Greenville P. Snelling, for 
"velocipede riding." and to transmit herewith a copy of the report of Captain 
Williams, 29th Precinct, thereon, and also a copy of the opinion of the Counsel to 
the Hoard upon the same. 

The Board. desire me to state that they concur in the opinion of counsel as to the 
right of" constabulary pursuit," even within the" exclusive jurisdiction" claimed 
by the Department of Public Parks, and further claim the right to enforce the 
laws and ordinances of the city, and to arrest for violations of the same, should 
the offence be committed within view of an officer, even though it be within the 
jurisdiction of any other department of the city government. 

And the Board of Police would be glad to have any officer (having power to 
arrest) belonging to another department, arrest all oftimders against law, even 
though outside of their jurisdiction, considering it to be the honest intent of the 
legislative enactments that the City and County of New York affords no place of 
refuge for violators of law. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) WM. H. KIpp, 

F,rst Depty. Olerk. 
(Minutes, March 21, 187'7, p. '700.) 

Filtld. 

Bridges over Harlem river. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
the following named bridges, over Harlem river, required to be 
repaired, in the manner mentioned, viz : 

Kings' Bridge.-The railing ~nd fiooring, at an estimated 
cost of $15. 

Third Avenue Bridge.-The fiooring, at an estimated cost of 

$25. 
Farmers' Bridge.-The centr~ pier, at an estimated cost of 

$150. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to have the repairs made to Kings Bridge and Third 
Avenue Bridge, as recommended; and that the Treasurer be 
authorized to issue an order for the repairs required on Far
mers' Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissionel's Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that it is 

necessary to make a change in the plans of the Brook Avenue 
Sewer, so as to provide for four feet instead of two feet, of six 

inch pipe being set into the masonry for house connections. 

That the contract contains no price for six-inch pipe, other 

than the connections of two foot long, but the contractors will 

agree to furnish and set in place the additional pipe at manu

facturer's prices, viz., 30c. per foot. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the cont.ractors for building a Sewer in Brook 
Avenue be ordered to build into the masonry of said sewer, 
two feet of six-inch sewer pipe at each house cOllnection, in 
addition to the two foot length of bevelled pipe required in § 45 
of the specification, and iteill' (14) of § S of the contract, and 
that the President be authorized and empowered to agree, in 
writing, with said contractors, that such additional pipe shall 
be paid for at the rate of thirty cents per linear foot. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-00mmissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-4. 
Laying out the 23d aud 24th 'IV ards. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Civil and Topographi
cal Engineer, submitting a map or plan for laying out the dis

trict of the 24th Ward lying west of Jerome Avenue and south 

of Van Courtland's Lake and the Gun Hill Road. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said map or plan be received; 

\ 
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that it be publicly exhibited at the office of the Civil and Topo

graphical Engineer, and that the Civil and Topographical En

gineer be directed to address notices to all known owners of 
property in said district, requesting them to examine said map 
or plan. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, ~s follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, 1Vetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the 
request of Mr. W. A. Haines, of the Committee on Plans of the 

Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, to have 

certain changes made in the plans of the Museum of Natural 

History, in which he states as follows, viz. : 
" The three items in Memorandum No.1 are for fitting up 

" fuur galvanized iron sinks, including pipes, &c., on the differ
" ent fioors of the building. There are no provisjons made on 
" the plans and specifications, as fUflLished by the architect 
" (Mr. Vaux), for any sinks, and as it will be necessary to dra w 
" water for washing the fioors and cleaning the cases and at the 
"same time have means to disp~se of the waste water after 
" the cleaning, it would be advisable to put up a sink on each 
" fioor of the building as requested in the letter. 

" The removal of the four washbasins and altering gaspipes 
" becomes necessary on account of putting the additional cases, 
" lately estimated on, in the curator's rooms. The washbasins 
" were placed in each corner of the rooms in accordance with 
" the original drawings; but as the drawings lately issued for 
" furnishing new cases, &c., locate the washbasins in different 
" positions, so as to make room for the cases, it is necessary 
" that the proposed changes should be made. 

" The other eight items on Memoranda Nos. 2 and 3, relat
"ing to shelves, movable backs, lettering and figuring, plat
" forms, &c., &c., are all additional works not shown on plans 
" and not mentioned in specifications and therefore not includ
" ad in contract. 1£ the Boanl desires to have this work done, 
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" the orders should be issued at the present time, before the 
" other work on cases is finished." 

(Minutes, April 6,1877, p. 726.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the changes and additional work 
on said building, as requested by Mr. W. A. Haines, and stated 
at length in the minute s of the 6th inst., be approved, and that 

the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders for said several 

works. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmativ/:l, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. W. A. Haines, objecting on behalf of the Trustees 

of the American Mus81~m of Natural History to the position 
of the closets in the public exhibition room, and l'equesting 
that they be placed either outside the building at its northern 

end, or in the basement. 
Also, calling the attention of the Department to the fact that 

there are serious leaks in the roof around the dormer windows 

of the building. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Strippel & Son, accepting the contract for the 

construction, remodelling and removal of cases for the Museum 
of Natural Hi~tory building. 

(Minutes April 6th, 1877, p. 735) 

Filed. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. Alexander Bertrand and others in relation to the' 

... 
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manner in which the contractors for Elton Avenue are perform
ing their work. 

Also from Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, the engineer in charge of 
anoid work, reporting thereon. 

(Minutes March '1, 18'1'1, p. 658.) 

Filed. 

Francis H. Watars. 

From Mr. Francis H. Waters, applying to be appointed on 
the police force. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Central Gas Light 00., gas, March ...••. Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ............ . 

Gordon, Robert, Act'g Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art ..................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Lawrence, B. fl., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards ... 

McDermott, P., gas fitting. . . .. . ...... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, March.Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ..... .. 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter, 

March .......................... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ....... 

j'iew York Mntual Gas Light 00., gas, 

March ................. , ........ Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ..... : 

~ew¥qrk (J;8!1 Light Co., goo, March .... Maint, and Govmt. 
f. and P, ...... 

$60 00 

642 63 

1'1 15 

225 00 

240 00 

6'7 90 

496 00 

32'1 110 
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New York & New Jersey Globe Gas 

Light Co., gas, March ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $292 50 

Scott, D., fish and vegetables .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ......• 26 50 

Wright, Green, broken stone ........... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 78] 25 

$3,026 43 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . .. $1,993 03 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ..••............ 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvements and Main. 

748 40 

tenance....... ....•.... ...•..••.. .................. 60 00 

Museum of Natural History ... . . . .. . . .. .. . . .. • . .. . . ... 225 00 

--- $3,026 43 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three thousand and twenty.six dol

lars and forty.three cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, April 11th, 1877. 

JAB. F. WENMAN, 

H. G. STEBBINS, } 
Auditing 

Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, a,nd that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Mnseum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had submitted the proposal 
of Messrs. Thomas Aspinwall & Son, who were the lowest 

\ 
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bidders for laying Eucaustic Tiling in the Museum of Natura.l 
History building, to the Counsel to the Corporation for his 
advice as to its regularity. 

Also that he had obtained samples of the tiles which each of 
the bidders proposed to lay, and had requested Mr. C. Vaux, 
the Architect, Mr. Munckwitz, the Superintendening Architect, 
and Mr. F. L. Olmsted, the Landscape Architect, to furnish 
him with their opinions as to the quality of the samples. 

(Minutes March 28, 1877, p. '713) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the 
President be approved. 

Adopted. 

Pay of Foremen, &c., 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of the under-mentioned employes be 

fixed as follows, to take effect from the first inf>tant, viz.: 
C. B. Trimble, General Foreman ............ , $5 00 per day. 
J. H. Van Riper, Mechanical Engineer. . . . . . . . 4 50 " 
E. H. Treadwell, Foreman .... , .",.. .. .. .. .. 4 50 " 
John Meehan, " . . . . .. ... . . . . . .. .. 4 50 " 
All other foremen ............... 4 • • • • • • • • • • 4 00 " 

(Minutes January 10, 1877, p. 534.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members oithe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT called up and moved the adoption of the 
following resolution, which had been offered by Commissioner 
Wetmore, at the last meeting, and then laid on the table, viz : 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public ;parks of 
the city of New York, by Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
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they do hereby layout the streets, mads, and avenues, and 
public parks and places, within the Twenty-fourth Ward, of 
the city of New York, shown on a map or plan entitlpd, "Plan 
of streets, roads, and avenues, within that part of the Twenty
fourth Ward of the city of New York, lying between Riverdale 
Avenue and Broadwav," dated "New York March,21, 1877," 
and signed "Fred Law Olmsted, .Landscape Architect," and 
"J . James R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer," of the 
widths, extent and direction that said streets, roads and aven
ues, and public parks or places, are designated on said map or 
plan, by red lines and figures, and by color, and that the widths, 
extent, and direction of the said streets, roads, and avenues 
and public parks and places so laid out, are such as to the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good; and that the President of the Department 
cause the said several streets, roads, and avenues, and public 
parks or places, to be surveyed and designated by proper 
monuments, where the same are not already so designated; and 
also that three similar maps or plans and profiles of the same 
be prepared and submitted to this Board, to be filed in 
pursuance of said law above mentioned." 

(Minutes, April 6th, 1877, p. 733.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said resolution be laid 

on the table. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to lay said resolution on the table, and it 

was determined in the negative, a majority of all the Members 
of the Board not votipg in fa VOl' thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the Members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioner Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Third Avenue Pavement. 

The PRESIDENT presented the certificate of the Civil and 

Topographical Engineer in charge of construction, that he had 

examined the work of regulating and paving with belgian or 
trap-block pavement, Third Avenue from Wesch ester Avenue 

to the northerly side of One hundred and sixty-third street in 

\ 
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the Twenty-third Ward, and that he found same in good order; 
and six months having elapsed since the acceptance of the 
work, he movp-d that the certificate be signed by the Commis
sioners and that payment of the balance ($2,058.10), retained 
for repairs, be authorized to be made to the contractor, Mr. 
James Evp-rard. 

(Minutes, September 27, 1876, p. 310.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Payments by Mr. R. L. Cooke. 

The PRESIDENT presented two bills of petty cash expenses, 
incurred by Mr. R. L. Cooke, in 1876, and while he was in the 
employment of the Department, as follows, viz. : 

On repairs to Harlem River Bridges ............... , $11 90 
On construction of the proposed bridge over Harlem 

River at Madison Avenue. . . . . . . . . . .. .••• . . . . . . . . 8 54 
and he moved that payment of said bills be authorized. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. \ 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 10.30 
0' clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 18th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A, M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. • 
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WEDNESDA.Y, A.PRIL t8, t877. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President, 

" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 
i' WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 11th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Comptroller of the City, requesting that the open
ing of the proposals for the construction of an iron brid5e over 
Harlem River, be further postponed, aEo the BO:lr<l of Estimate 
and Apportionment have not yet considered the plans, &c., last 
submitted to them. 

(Minutes, March 5, 1877, p. 649.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the opening of the proposals for the construc
tion of a bridge over Harlem River, at the intersection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned until Wednesday, the 2d day of May, Itl77, 
I1t 9,30 o'clock A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, April 4th, 1877, p. 719.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the atlirma. 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. 1\1., the meeting was 

opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the con

struction of said bridge who desired to be present, and the 

President announced to those present the time and place of 

said adjournment. 

Maintenance of Pat'ks, .te., 1816. 

Maintenance of Public Places, &c., 23d and 24th ,Yard,. 1876. 

From the Comptroller of the City, enclosing i'I. sche,lule of 

bills payable from the appropriations, for Maintenance and 
Government of Parks, &c., for 1876, and for the "Maintenance 

and Government of Public Places, &c., Twenty-third and 

Twen'ty-fourth Wards," 1876, which are still unpaid, for the 

reason that the balances of said appropriations are not suffi

cient. 

Also enclosing a statement of all the' balances on the books 

of the Finance Department of appropriations to this Depart

ment for 1876, and requesting that the Department make re

quisition on the Board of Estimate and Apportionment for trans

fers of sufficient amounts from said balances to pay said bills. 

The PRESIDEN'l' then offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

Wherea8, The Comptroller of the City has informed the 
Department that there are certain bills chargeable to the ap
propriations for" Maintenance and Government of Parks and 
Places," 1876, and for" Maintenance and Government of Pub
lic Places, Roads, Avenues and Bridges, Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards," 1t176, still unpaid, and that said appro
priations are not sufficient to pay same; and he has asked this 
Department to make requisition on the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment to transfer sufficient sums from unexpended 
balances of appropriations for 1876, to pay said bills; and 

\ 
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Wliereas, The books of this Department show that if the 
bills transmitted from this Department to the Finance Depart
ment for payment from the appropriations of 1876, had been 
charged by the Finance Department to the accounts or appro
priations to which this Department charged them, and no 
other charges had been made against those appropriations, 
there would be no deficiency; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to make the following 
transfers on the books of the Finance Department, namely: 
The sum of $6,635.30 to the appropriation for 1876 for" Main

tenance and Government of Parks and Places; Maintenance 
of the Parks; &c.," from the following appropriations for 
1876, and in the amounts set opposite each, viz. : 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 
Police, &c ................................ . 

Maintenance Rnd Government of Parks and Places, 
Salaries, &c .............................. . 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 
for the special purpose of providing propel' ac
commodations and protection for skating; to 
keep the ice cleaned, the snow swept off, and 
to erect· the necessary skating houses ........ . 

Maintenance of Parks and Places. to be appropri
ated specifically to the care and preservation 
of the parks for the Temainder of the year .. . 

Music-Central Park .......................... . 
Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement, and 

maintenance .............................. . 

$3,407 04 

62 58 

1,049 86 

1,859 75 
154 60 

101 47 

And the sum of $554.96 to the applOpriation for 1876, for 
"Maintenance and Government of Public Places, Roads, Ave
nues, and Bridges, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth \Vanls," 
from the appropriation" For the speci,tl object of repairing 
roads and avenues in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, for the remainder of the yeill' 1876." 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 
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c Statue of Liberty. 

From the Oomptroller of the city, as follows: 

HON. WM, R. MARTIS, 

CITY OF NEW YORK, 'FINANCE DEPARTMENT,} 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFIUE, 

April 17, 1877. 

Pres'ident Department of Public Parks: 
Sir,-cThe resolution adopted by the Department of Puhlic Parks on the 2nd 

inst., requesting the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to transfer the sum of 
$972 from some ul1f'xpenuc,! balance of appropriation for the year 1876, to pay 
the claim for erpctin~ a pedestal in Madlson Sqnare, hail been referred to me to 
inform you that it i, necessary to designate an appropriatiou to your Department 
for 1876, frnm which saiel transfer shall be made. 

Please send a resolution making 8l\ch designation, to the Roard of Estimate and 
Apportionment for action thereon at its 1lext meeting. 

Yery respectfull y, 
(Signed.) ,JOHN KELLY, 

Goinptmller. 
(Minutes, April 2, 1877, p. 7 ];').) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 

be, and hereby is, requested to make the transfer of $972, to 
pay the claim for erenting a pedestal in Madison Square, re
quested by the resolution of this Department, adopted on the 
~d inst., from the appropriation for the ., Repairs, Improve
ment and Maintenance of Harlem River Bridge," for 1b76, on 
which appropriation there is a snfficient balance unexpended, 
and not required for the purposes and objects the}'eof. 

The PRESIDEXT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Oommissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Martin, Stebbins, 

From the Oounsel to the Oorporation, as follows: 

Wenman, 

LAW DEPc\R'1'~H~XT, I 

HON. ·WILLI.HI R. MARTIN, 

OFFICE OF THR CC),UNSEL TO THE CORPOltATION, r 
Ngw YORK, April 19th, 1877. 

President of tlte Department of Parks: 
Sir,-From yonI' letter to me of the 15th of }'i:arch ultimo, the following facts 

appear: 
The Park Department is a1lthol'ized by Section 3, of Chapter 534 of the Laws 

of 1871, tn con-truct bridges over' the Harlem River. 
Section 10 of that Act authorizes the Department of Parks to acquire title, for 

the 1lse of the public, to all streets, avenues, or roads a1ld approaches to sneh 

\ 
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bridges; and also provides that such st"eets, avenues, roads and approaches shall 
be under the control and management of said Department, as to the regulating, 
grading and proper constructing and maintaining the same, and of the works per
taining thereto. The provisions of S~ction 3, of said Act are expressly re-affirmed 
by Section 16, Chapier 329, of the Laws of 1874. 

The Park Department has located a bridge to be bnilt over the Harlem River, 
from the intersection of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth 
Street, at the bulkhead line on the west side of said river, to the bulkhead line at 
the termination of One hundred and thirty-eighth ::ltreet, on the east side of the 
river. 

The approaches of said bridge will be along Madison Avenue on the west side, 
and along One hundred and thirty-eighth street on the east side. The city has 
sometime since acquired title to Madison Avenue, up to the bulkhead line, and a 
commission has been appointed by the Supreme Court to acquire title to One hun
dred and thirty-eighth street, up to the bulkhead liue on the east side of the river. 

The plans of the DepartmeHt tor approaches to the bridge, require a trestle work 
for about four hundred feet along Madison Avenue, and also along One hundred and 
thirty-eighth street, which will gradually rise from the established grade of said 
street to a height of about eighteen reet above such grade to the bulkhead line. 
These four hundred feet on both Eides of the river are at present under water 
and within the high water line of the river. 

Neith~r Madison Avenue nor One hnndred and thirty-eighth Street are graded 
at the places on which the trestle-work is intended to be established. 

My opinion is requested on the following points: 
(1) Whether the city would be liable in damages to any property-owner by 

reason of the elevation of the trestle-work above th" grade of Madison Avenue or 
One hundred and thirty-eighth Street; and if so, whether the claim for such damages 
can be waived by the property-owners? 

(2) Whether the Department can, in' addition to building the bridge proper 
from one bulkhead line to the other, also construct the approaches to the bridge 
extending to high water mark on each side? 

With regard to your first inqniry, I think it somewhat doubtful whether the 
land fronting the four hundred feel, under water referred to in your letter belongs 
to private individuals. It doubtless once belon.e:ed to the City, and unless it has 
been c()nveyed away, still belongs to the City. It appears by the records of this 
office that application was made a few years ago 101' a water grant of a portion of 
such lands, but so far as I can ascertain, no action was ever taken thereon by the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund. I have not felt it necessary, however, to 
investigate the question of ownership of snch lands, nor d" I intend to express 
any decided opinion in regard to the same, because, even if they are owned by 
private individuals, I do not think the City wonl,1 be liable in damages to any 
such individuals by reason of the elevation of the trestle work of the proposed 
approach above the grade of Madison Avenue or One hundred and thirty-eighth 
Street. The law on this point is well settled, and the property owners could not 
claim damages, unless by virtue of an act of the Legislature making the City liable 
to pay the same. 

With regard to your second inquiry, I think the Department has full authority 
to construct the approaches to the bridge extending to high water mark on each 
sidl'. The authority to build the bridge itself carries with i" the right to construct 
such approaches. Section ten of the act above referred to expressly authorizes the 
Park D2partment to aeq uire the land neeessary for such approaches, and there was 
no reason for giving tire authority to acq nire the land for tire approaches, unless 
the Department was anthorized to construct the same when the land had been 
acquired. 

Without regard, however, to this special provision of the statute, there can be 
no question that the authority to constrnct a bridge carries with it the authority 
to c;onstruct the approache; necessary to reach the bridge. The City has already 
acquired the land on this side of the river, for a street, and, therefore, no further 
proceedings are necessary to acquire the land needed for the approach to the 
bridge on this side. Under the said act of 1871 there is no limitation upon the 
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powers of the Commissioners in regard to the location to be selected for bridges. 
They are, therefore, fully,authorized to place this end of the bridge at thc inter
section of One hundred and thirty-ninth Street and ~ladison Ayenue, and to use the 
land already acquired by the City. 

I do not think it necessary that the Departmcnt of Public 'Yorks shonld regu
late and grade that portion of ,fadison A yenue to be used for the approach to the 
bridge on this side; such work could not be done except under an ordinance of \ 
the Common Council, and if the Common Council should refuse to pass the same. 
the result would be that the bridg·e could not be built. A construction of the act 
of 1871, which would lead to stich a result, is wholly inaclmj"sable. As abon 
stated, the Department of Public Parks has, in my opiuion, full authority to con-
struct the approach to the bridge on this side over the end of Madisorr Ayenue, 
and if su(,h approach shall be so constructed, it ,yill of course make it unnecessary 
that the street should bc regulated and graded in t1w ordinary manner. 

] am, sir, 
lOurs respectfully, 

(bigned) IY. C. WJlI'I"EY, 

Counsel to the Cm·pm'ation. 

(Milll\le~, March 10, 1877, 1', G73.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication from the 

Counsel to the Corporation be received and filed, and that a 

copy thereof be transmitted to the Board of Estimate and Ap

portionment. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation m relation to the pro

posal of Messrs. Aspinwall & Son for laying encaustic tiling on 

the Museum of Natural History in which he states: 

" Section 91 of the charter provides that contracts of this de
" scription shall be made at public letti_ng under such regula
«tions as shall be established by ordinances of the Common 
" Council. The ordinances require that each proposal shall bE' 
" accompanied by the consent in writing of two householder::; 
"or freeholders in the City, that they will become bound as 
"securities for the faithful performance d the contract in case 
"it is awarded to the bidder, and such consent must be accom
" panied by an affidavit that the persons offering themselves 11$ 

" sureties are worth the amounts of the security required, over 
" and above all their debts and obligations. 

" The ordinances also provide that when the bids are opened 
" every proposal not made in the manner prescribed, shall be 
"rejected and the contract shall then be awarded to the low
"est bidder. As the proposal of Messrs. Aspinwall & Son is 
" not accompanied by any consent whatever of persons pl'OpOS

." ing to become sureties, as required, it is the duty of the De-
" pa:rtment to reject it. 

J 
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"The Department has no authority to permit the proposal to 
"be amended, nor to reject all the bids and re-advertise for 
" new proposals. 

" It is the duty of the Department to reject the proposal of 
" Messrs. Aspinwall & Son, and award the contract to the next 

I "lowest bidders." 
(Minutes, April 11th, 1877, p. 746.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner WE1~l\fAN then moved that the proposal of 
Messrs. Aspinwall & Son for laying encaustic tiling in the Mu

seum of Natural History Building be rejected for the reasons 

stated in the said opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whetber the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof,. as follows: 

Ayes-CommisRioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
~4. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the next lowest bidder for said 
work is Mr. Edward Boote, who has furnished a sample of the 

tiles be proposes to use, and which are manufactured by Messrs. 

T. & R. Boote. That Mr. Vaux, Architect, and also the 

Superintending Architect had reported to him verbally that the 
tiles manufactured by T. & R. Boote are not" the best English 
encaustic tiles," which the specification calls for. That their 

report in writing, and also a report from the Trustees of the 

American ).\fuseum of Natural History on the same subject, are 

to be furnished in writing, and he moved tbat when said reports 
are received they be referred to the Counsel to the Corporation 
for his opinion whether Mr. Edward Boote is entitled to the 

contract. 
Adopted .. 

Lighting the Lamps ('n the Parks. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, on behalf of 

the" Gas Commission" refusing to light the lamps on the parks 
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and pay the cost of the same from the appropriation for 

"lamps and gas." 
(Minute~, January 24, 1877, p. 564.) 

Filed. 

Battery Park-Castle Garden. 

From the Commissioners of Emigration, requesting permis

sion to erect an iron hand rail rouild the side of Cast~e Garden 
fence fronting on the Battery. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had given the permission re

quested, as the CommissionerFl desired to erect it without delay. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 
Adopted. 

Swedish School House. 

From the United States Treasury Department, stating that 
orders had been given to the Collector of Customs at Philadel

phia to allow the Swedish School HOllse to be removed with

out the payment of duty. 
(Minutes, January 3,1877, p. 515.) 

Filed. 

Laying out the 23d aud 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
that to enable the triplicate maps of the streets, &c., in the 
23d and 24th Wards which have been adopted, to be prepared 

for filing, three draughtsmen be temporarily employed. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had authOl'ized the Civil and 
Topographical Engineer on the 13th in st. to employ the follow_ 
ing draughtsmen temporarily for said purpose, viz: J. F. Perez, 

Herman Crueger, and Samuel B. Smith, and moved that his 

action be approved, and that their pay be fixed at ~3.50 per 
day each. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
I thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Sttlbbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Pay of Laborers. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that on the pay-roll end
ing April 7th the Finance Department withheld, for further 
consideration, the pay of five laborers. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Wllereas, the Finance Department has withheld the pay of 
certain laborers on the pay-roll endmg April 7th, 1877; . 

Resolved, That the President be requested to state whether 
any laborers have been transferred or detailed to the work of 
constructing and improving Riverside Avenue; and, if so, 
whether their pay is properly chargeable against the" City 
Parks Improvement Fund." 

Adopted. 

Cornelius Sanford. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that Cornelius Sanford, 
watchman, had been absent for five consecutive days prior to 
the 13th inst, but that the Superintendent of Parks had re
turned his time since that date. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that of the five days he was absent 
he had leave of absence for two, which had been extendfld be
cause of sickness. That the Superintendent of Parks had 
report'1d his absence, and referred Mr. Sanford to him. That 
he h'td restored Mr. Sanford to work, subject to the action of 
the Board. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the action of the Presi
pent in restoring said C. Sanford to work, be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the questiou, whether the l3Qard woUlq 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore \ 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Messrs. Copeland & Bacon, contractors for the elevator 

work of the Museum of Art, stating that their work is com

pleted, but that the elevator cannot be tested until the steam 
can be uSdd, which is delayed on account of the contractors for 

the heating and ventilating not having advanced far enough 
with their work, and askilJg fo.· a payment of $2,200 on account 
of t:q.e final payment on their contract. 

Also from the Superintending Architeet, recommending that 

the payment requested be authorized. / 
The PRESIDENT then moved that the Superintending Archi

tect be directed to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of 

said contractors, Messrs. Copeland & Bacon, on account, and 
not exceeding the amount of $2,200. 

'fhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, vVenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

From Messrs Van Santvoord & Hauff, stating that Mr. J. J. 
Schillinger had obtained a decision in the Circuit Court of the. 
United States, that Mr. H. A. Gunther, the contractor for lay

ing the pavement on City Ball Park had infringed on his (J. J. 

Schillinger's) patent, in the construction of the work, and ask

ing whether the Department is authorized to settle Mr. Schi1-
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linger's claim for damages in the matter. Also enclosing 

copies of the evidence and decisio:r: of the judge of the Circuit 
Court. 

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 63.) 

I The PRESIDENT moved that said communication and docu-
ments be filed, and that copies be sent to the Counsel to the 
CorpJration for his advice in the matter. 

Adopted. 

Sewer in Mott Avenue. 

From Mr. Henry L. Morris and other owners of property 
fronting on Mott Avenue, from One hundred and forty-ninth 
street to One hundred and thirty-eighth street, petitioning the 
Department for permission to construct a sewer along said 
avenue. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Camera Obscura. 

From Mr. George Raphael, requesting permission to erect a 
Camera Obscura in Central Park. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1875, p. 569.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Raphael's request 

be refused. 
Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit

tee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to I'eport that they have . 
.... examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 

to the Board for approvaL 

Am. Dist. Tel. Co., rent and services 

March ........................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... .. $25 11 

Babbitt, B. T., soap •................. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ........ . 2 50 



~erge, G-ustav, bungs. '" ............. 'SurveYing, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards, et .. 

Bell, Thomas, 'harness rep~irs .......... Maint., &Cc., of 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 
Burnham, G. W., cartage Webster 

statue ............................ City Parks Impt F. 

Claflin, H. B. & Co., towels .......... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

$5 17 

Fund.......... 58 

Surveying, laying

out, &e., 23dand 

24th Ward". . . . 1 15 

Croft, Wm. F., base Halleck statue ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..... •.•• 

Cooke, R. L., petty expenses. . . . . .. '" Harlem R.B. Reps., 

Impt. & M., 1876. 

Cooke, R. L., petty expenses ............ Constr. Bridges 

over H. R .... 

Curley, M., repairs to wagon .......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP., 1872 ... 

Early & Lane, brooms, baskets and 

twine ....... '" .......... , ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

Harmer, Hays & Co., axle grease, thread, 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ...... . 

&e ... " ........................... Maint. and Govm't 
P. and P .... 

Hazard Powder Co., powder ... " ....... Maint. 23d and 

24th \V ards, 1870, 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, March ...... MainL. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. &; 

M .......... .. 

$24 22 

1 00 

$28 05 

117 68 

67 50 

$7 50 

2 15 

75 00 

(\ 90 

67 00 

11 90 

8 54 

54 30 

25 22 

63 00 

185 18 
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Kelso Bros., coal. ...•••••••.••••••••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P... ..... $142 50 

Surveying, laying 

out, &e., 23d and 

24th Wards •... 

Moran, Owen & Armstrong, L. W., ma-

sonry .... , ........................ Museum of Art ... 

Pratt, Ohas. '" 00., oil. ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Harlem R. B" 

Reps., Impt. and 

M •.••....•... 

Pierce, F. O. & 00., glue .....••. , .••• ,Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Oity Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

. Rogers, H. L., sundries ................ Oity Parks Impt. 

Fuud .•.•.. ,. 

Surveying, laying 

out, &e., 2:M and 

24th Wards ... 

Stewart, A. T., gloves. . . . . . . . . .. . ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coal. ......... , ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Wetmore & 00., iron ................ , Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

23 75 

$15 05 

2 '15 

$4 50 

17 00 

$I 23 

23 39 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places...... $478 16 

Oity Park Improvement Fund ... '" ... ,........ ....... .. 160 81 

Maintenance '23d and 24th Wards............... ......... 5 60 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.. ......... 05 79 

12,000 00 

17 50 

21 50 

24 62 

99 62 

5 50 

13 75 

$12,911 09 
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Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance .......................... " ... , ....... . $70 95 

Construction Bridges over Harlem River.......... . . . . . . 8 54 

Metropolitan Museum of Art ...... '. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 12,000 00 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1872 .. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 187G .......... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main· 

tenance, 1S76 ..............•.••••............... 

54 30 

G5 15 

11 90 

---$12,911 09 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of twelve thousand nine hundred and 

eleven dollars and nine cents. 

New York, AprillSth, 1S77. 

II. G. STFBBINS. t A'1,diting . 
;JAS. F. WE;\'MAN, \ Committee. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the foilowing bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Vaux, C. Commissions Mus. N. H ....... Mus.Nat. History. ~273 37 

$273 37 

Amounting to the sum of two hundred and seventy-three dollars and thirty 

seven cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, April 18th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t A·uditing 
JAB. F, WENMAN, I Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

{ 

\ 

/ 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the ininutes : 

. Department of Public Parks in account with 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

1877. CR. 

By balance .............................. $1,729 26 April 4. 

April 4 
to 

April 18. 
} "cash received from licenses............. 165 31 

DR. 

April 4 ~ 
to To cash paid into City Treasury ........... . 

April 18. 
30 28 

April 18. To balance ... ' ... _ ..... " .. " . . .. . . ..••• $1,864 29 

DR. 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis .........•... $1,709 26 

drawer ................ . 155 03 

$1,894 57 

$1,894 57 

$1,864 29 

(Signed) .J.\MES F. WENMAN, 

Trea.lurer D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, April 18, 1877. 

9.30 A. M. 

Geo. W. Pyne. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report of the Police Surgeon 
upon the examination of George W. Pyne, and reported that 
on the receipt of same he had appointed Mr. Pyne a gate
keeper, in pursuance of the resolution of the Board. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 735.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said examination and 
report of the Police Surgeon be. filed, and that the action of 
the President be approved. 

Adopted. ' 
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Quarterly Report to the Mayor. 

The PRESIDE~T presented the report to his Honor the Mayor 

of the transactions of the Department for the three months 

ending March 31st, 1877. 
(Minutes, Jannary 31, 1877, p. 581.) 

Commissioner "TEN MAN moved that said report be approved, 

and that the President be requested to transmit same to his 

Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

Police Uniforms. 

The PRESIDENT presented a requisition from the Lieutenant, 

for summer uniform for the Police force, and moved that the 

Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the necessary 
advertisements for proposals for furnishing said uniforms. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Licenses. 

The PRESIDENT present8d and read the following licenses 
which had been prepared, viz. : 

LICENSEE. SERVICE. 
'fER}-! FROM 

,TA:;'Y 1, 1877. 

Abel S. Clapp .. '" ... Carriage service on Central Park ....... Fi ve years. 
Thos S. Dick ........ Boat service on the Lake, Central Park .. Five years. 
John Lucas .......... Donkey sCI'vice ... " ................. Three years. 

Do. do ........... Rolling Chairs ...................... One year. 
J. J. Snow ........... Pony service .......................... Three years. 
Joseph Scott ......... Children's Carriage service. '" ......... Three years. 

And he moved that said licenses be approved and granted, 

and that he be authorized to SIgn same, for and on behalf of 

this Department. 

\ 

/ 



April 18, 1877.J 767 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

/ thereof,· as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Boys to hold and water horses on Central Park. 

THE PRESIDENT reported that heretofore a number of boys 
had been allowed to attend at the fountain at the southwest of 
the Lake and at other places in Oentral Park, for the purpose 
of holding and watering horses. That they ought to be regu~ 

. larly licensed and kept under supervision. 
He then recommended and moved, that ten (10) boys of 

good character be licensed to hold and water horses, &c., at 
the following places on Oentral Park, viz. : 

Four (4) at the West Drive. 
Two (2) at the East Drive. 
Two (2) at the Terrace. 
Two (2) at the Oasino. 

That they be obliged to procure and wear a uniform, to be 
prescribed by the President. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it Was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, W etmore-
4. 

The PRESIDENT then moved, that the following eight named 

boys be licensed as aforesaid, viz.: James Reilly, John 
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McKenna, Thomas Brady, David Lahef, Philip McNally, 

Thomas F. Brady, Nicholas Keyes, and IJ. P. Cutting. 

Adopted. 

Lighting the Lamps on 1he Park", cIoC. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'rhat the proposals (Nos. 3 and 5) of the New York 
Gas Light COlDT;any and the New York Mutual Gas Light 
Company, to lig:lt the puhlic lamps in the parks, squares, 
pJaces and brioges undel' l11e control or tLis Department, with 
gas, flom JVIay 1st to DecemL""l' J l 1877,lwtll aays inclusiye, 
be accepted as the lowest bids ['01' :he ~'CHmll l,oi'tions of the 
cit}' mentioned in theiT propc,a1,.; thnt tho contracts for said 
portions of the city be a"'[udec1 to P::l ;(1 companies therefor, and 
that the President be, and he hereby is, all'horizec1 to execute 
said contracts for anel on Lehalf of tili" Department. 

(Minutes, April 11, ]877, p. 737). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 

thereof, as fol1ows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins,Wenman,Wetmore-

4. 
The PnEsIDExT offered the following resolution: 

Resol1ierl, That the proposal (No, 1) of the Metropolitall Gas 
. Light Company, to light the public lamps ill the parks, squares, 
places and bridges under the control ()f this Department, with 
gas, hom Mny 1st to December 31st, 1877, both clays inclusive, 
be accepted as the lowest bid for Park Avenue Parks, extend
ing from the north side of East Thirty-fourth Street to the 
soutil side ufEast Fortieth Street; that the contract for said 
parks be awarded to saiel compau)' tb2refor, and that the Pre
sident be, and he hereby is, authorized to execute said contract 
for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, April II, 1877, p. 737), 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saidl'0solution, and it was determined ill Lhe affil'llla-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore-
~ . 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved. That the proposal (No.4) of the New York and New 
Jersey Globe Gas Light Compftny to light the public lamps in 
the parks, square, places and bridges under the control of this 
Department, with gas generated from naphth~ of the best 
quality, from May 1st tu December 31st, 1877, both days in
clusive, be accepted as the lowest bid for the following parks, 
squares, places, &c .. viz.: Heservoir Square, Plaza at entrance 
tO,Central Park, Fifth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street, Circle at 
Eighth Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street, Transverse Road No.1, 
Transverse Road No.2 and Transverse Road No.3; that the 
contract be awarded to said company therefor, for said parks, 
squares, places, &c.; and that the President be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this De
partment. 

(Minutes, April 11, 1877, p. 737). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Co mmissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore-
4. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.6) of: the Harlem Gas Light 
Company to light the public lamps in the parks, squares, places 
and bridges under the control of this Department, with gas, from 
May 1st to December 31st, 1877, both days inclusive, be ac
celJted as the lowest bid for the portion of the city mentioned 
in said proposal, except the north side of Transverse Road 
No 2, and also except Transverse Road No.3; that the con
tract be awarded to sai.l company therefor for said portion of 
the cit.y, except as aroresaid; and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on behaH of this 
Department. 

(Minutes, April 11, 1877, p. 737). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

• 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins,",Yenman,Wetmore-
4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 25th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

W~I. IRWIN, 

SecretaTY, D. P. P. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2:ith, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 18th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Investigation of Departments by Committee~ of Common Conncil. 

From the Clerks of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, A thorough and practical knowledge of the affairs of the several De
partments of this city government by the Committees and Memhers of the Com
mon Council, would inevitably result in increased efficiency in administration; be 
the mpans of acquainting our ppople, particularly the taxpayers, in act vance of 
any proposed action affecting their int'''e,ts; would encol1,'age wise meaRures of 
public polity, while assisting in the repression 01' prevention of proceedings of a 
contrary character, and in many ot.her ways would be pl'oductive of beneficial re
sults, by securing harmony and concert of action, and giving an opportunity for 
interchange of opinious between the legislative and executive branches of our local 
government; be it therefore 

Resolved, That the several Standing Committees of this Board, named in con
!lection with any department, and contained in the list of such Committees, be 
fmd they are hereby respectively empowered and directed to viilit snch depart
men's, and in~pect the operations thereof, and to confpr with the Commissioners 
Ilnd heads of such departments, from time to time, and as often as may be deemed 
Ildvisable or uecessary, with a view of prodncing a concert of action at least in all 
Pleasures affecting the public interests, requiring the action of the corporate an
~horit}es i aud tlla~ the said Committees! respectively, in order, if :poRsihl~, to 
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secure to objects mentioned in this preamble and rGsolution, are hereby fully in
vested with the power and authorlty prescribed in the first, second, and third 
sections of the act, Chapter 3\), Laws of 1860, 

Adopted by the Board of Aldermen, April lOth, 1877, 
Approved by the Mayor, April 18th, 1877. 

Filed. 

Balance in Bank. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, adopted 

by that Board on the 16th April, 1877, viz. : 
R- solved, That the sum of fifteen hnndred and forty-two dollars anu fifty-five 

cents be and the same is hereby tmnsferred from the appropriation made in pnr
sua nee of Chapter 65l, Laws of 1874, to pay the indebtedness existing aud here
tofore incurred by the ])epartmtmt of Pnbli" PHI'ka in the matter of the improve
ment of the navigation of the Harlem river, under the authority of Chapter 534, 
Laws of 1871, said oHm being in excess of the amount required for the former 
appl'opriation; uud, further, that the balance of saicl apP"Gpriation, macle in pur
suance of Chapter 651, Laws of 1874, remaining unexpenclca with the Department 
of Pnb1ic Parks, as stated in the said report of the Treasurer, amountin~ to the 
sum of $166.71, with the interest thereon, if any, be and the same is hereby 
directed to be paid into tlte City Treasury to the credit of the General Fund, 

(Minutes, March 14th, 1877, p, 683.) 

Filed.' 

Museum of Natural History Building, 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, adopted 
by that Board on the 16th of April, 1877, viz. : 

Rew,zved, That in pursuance of the authority conferred upon the Board of 
Estimate ana Apportionment by the provisions of Section 11:l of Ohapter il35, 
Laws of 1878, the Comptroller be lind he is hereby authorized to issue from 
time to time as lllay be required, ancl at such rates of interest as he may det~r
mim', not exceeding seven Pet' cent, per annum, "Consolidated Stock of the City 
of New York," as anlhorized by Chapter ~51, Laws of 1875, and in pursuance of 
requisition of the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, of June 2, 
1875, one hunched and forty thousand clollars. 

(Minutes, .June 2,1875, p, (iii,) 

Filed. 

Wilson Crosby. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to a communi
cation from the President requesting his opinion in relation to 

the position and pay of Mr, Wilson CrosbYI second assistant-

., 
\ 

j 
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engineer on Riverside Avenue construction work, in which he 

states: 
"If the Comptroller sees fit to pay the various members of 

" the inspecting force, at rates approved by the Department of 
"Parks not exceeding on the average $1,620.65 per month 
" during the continuance of the contract, I do not think that 
" any injury can come to the city. 

" The only case in which valid objection could be made to a 
" change in the rate of payment would be, if some member of 
"the inspecting force should be paid less than the rate pro
"vided in the contract, such person might claim that his rights 
" were fixed by, the contract, and that he was entitled to the 
" full amount therein specified.. I would advise that in every 
"sl,lCh case the person who is to receive less than the rate 
" fixed in the contract, should be required to consent in writing 
"to receive such reduced rate before he is appointed, and 
" should also be required to give a release of all claims against 
"the Department and the city when he is paid such reduced 
" rate. 

* * * * * 
" Under the terms of the contract the contractors virtually 

" pay the expense of the engineering force, If the contractor 
" does not object to paying morc high priced men than the con
" tract provides for, I do not see as anybody else can be hurt 
"by it." 

(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p. 636) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 

that a copy thereof be sent to the Comptroller of the city. 
Adopted. 

Laborers employpd on Riverside Avenue. 

From the Comptroller of the city, as follows, viz. : 

CITY OF NEW YORK, FIXANCE DEPARTMEXT, ) 

CO)IPTROLLER'S OFFICE. t 
April 19, 1877. J 

Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 

President Department Public Parks,' 

SIR,-An examination as provided for in Sec. 29; Chap. 235, Laws 1873, of 
several of the engineer corps employed upon the work of Riverside Avenue, has 
disclosed the fact that the pay rolls for this work certified by the Commissioners 
of the Department of Parks are incorrect in regard to the employment of persons 
designated thereon. • 

It appears from such examination that the persons designated as "Transit
man," "Leveller," "Rodman," and "Chainman," only act as such" at times," and that 
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ihere have been detailed from the labor force of the parks, a number of men to 
take the place of and perform the duties of chainmen. 

I have withheld the payment of the men so detailed. and who have been cer
tified upon the labor roll of the parks, for the reason that by Chap. 477, Laws 
1876, it is provided that the expense of this improvement shall be assessed on the 
property benefitted, while you have charged the sen-ices of these men to "City 
Parks Improvement FUN]," which can only be applied to the constrnction and \ 
improvement of the par;,,;, <quares, &c., &e. 

I will thank you to inform me to what extent this detniled labor has been em
ployed, that such actinn may he taken as may se8m to be necessary. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) ,TOllX KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

The PRESIDENT then read a letter which he had prepared ill 

reply to the Comptroller's communication, stating that in No

vember, 1876, two laborers had been detailed to work on River

side Avenue and parks, and that others had also been detailed 

to the same work since, but at no time were more than six 

laborers so detailed. 
(Minutes April IS, 1877:p. 759.) 

CommisRioner STEBBINS moved that said letter prepared by J 

the President be transmitted to the Comptroller. 

Adopted. 

Kings Bridge, Harlem River. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the dangerous condition of KingsBridge over the 

Harlem Hiver, on account of a portion of the railing being 

broken. 
(Minutes April 11. 1877, p. 74l.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to the Health De
partment that the repairs to the bridge had already been 01'

de.red, and moved that said communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Boiler in the :Museum. 

From the Police .Department, certifying to the inspection 

and good condition of the boiler in the Museum, Central 
Park. 

Filed. 
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Museum of Natural History 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the 

communication of Mr. W. A. Haines, on behalf of the Trustees 

of the Americau Museum of Natural History, calling the 

attention of the Department to the position of the closets in 

the Exhibition room, and to the leaks in the roof of the build

ing, in which he states: 

"If the Board desires * * * to remove those closets, 
"and to furnish accommodations outside of the building, I 
"would recommend to build a Ladies' Room, on the north 
" end, outside of the building, on the ground fioor, of frame 
" work, and put the necessary accommodations for gentlemen 
" in the north end of the basement story. All the present 
" plumbing work can be rensed, with some additional pipes, 
" and a portion of the present wood work could also be intro
" duced in the new work." 

Wit.h regard to the leaks III the roof of the building, he 

\.. states: 

" The first cause arises then where the cast-iron sides of 
" the dormer windows are set against the brick piers. The iron 
"on account of its expansion and contraction draws away from 
" the brick-work and leaves an open joint, which cannot be 
" pointed up satisfactorily with any cement or putty, as either 
" will crack when the iron expands or contracts. I therefore 
" recommend to put up upper flashings well fastened to the 
" cast-iron sides of the dormer windows, and turn the copper 
" into the brick joints of tbe dormers which will cover up the 
" open joint and prevent any further leakage on these points. 
" This will be an additional work, as it is not specified and 
" shown on plans, and will cost about $250. 

" But the principal leakages on the dormer windows have 
" been found to come througb those portions of the brick piers 
" which have been built up solid. 'fhe dampness strikes on 
" these points through the brick, and is carried from there to 
" the stucco blo0ks between the rafters, whence it is carried 

. " to the plastering of the inside of the dormers, etc." 

" To remedy this evil, I propose and recommend to discon
" ned the inner brick work with the outer wall of dormer 
" windows, removin;; all the stucco blocking on side of dormer 
" windows, and such portions of it as connect with the solid 
"wall, take down the spandril panels of dormer windows, 
" which are now of plaster, and substitute wood work for all 
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I "this piasteI'ed work. Also cut a recess in brick work, on 
" each side of the dormer windows, two inches deep, and two 
" feet wide, so as to disconnect this work from the solid brick 
" work, and replaster the same on iron lathing; restore all the 
" plastering after the work has been done. The approximate 
" estimate, on the masons' and plasterers' work, £01' those alter
., ations and additional work, is about $520, and to furnish and 
"put up all the additional carpenter work will cost about 
" $480." 

(Minutes, April 11, 1877, p. 744,) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that a copy of the report of 

the Superintending Architect be sent to the Trustees of the 

American Museum of Natural History, and that when their 

approval of his recommendations is received, the Treasurer be 

authorized to issue orders for the alterations and additional 

works recommended, to prevent the leaks in the roof, and 

that the Superintending Architect be directed to prepare and 

\ 

submit plans and estimates of the cost, for the removal of the ~ 

closets. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the memben; of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 

-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th ~W "I'ds, 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with a copy of 

the notice which he addressed to the owners of property in the 

districts of the 24th Ward lying west of Jerome A venue and 
south of Van Courtland's Lake and the Gun Hill Road, 

requesting them to examine the map of said district, and 

also enclosing a list of the persons to whom he sent said 

notice. 
(Mill'Ates, April 11, 18'77, p. 742.) 

Filed. 

r 
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Sewer in Third Avenue, 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer recommending 
that a sewer be constructed in Third Avenue, from One hun

'dred and forty-third Street to One hundred and forty-fifth 
Street, and connecting with the existing sewer at or near One 
hundred and forty-third Street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical En
gineer be directed to prepare and submit plans, I"pecifications, 
and estimate of the cost for the construction of the sewer he 
recommends to be built. 

Adopted. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The La:ndscape Architect, who was presen't, presented and 
read a report upon the subject of the laying out of the 23d and 
24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be received and 
filed. 

Adopted. 

Music on Centrall'ark. 

From Mr. W. A. Switzer, Manager of the Fifth Avenue Band, 
making application to have said band employed to furnish 
music on Central Park during the Summer. 

Referr~d to the President to report. 

I Oil pipe through the Transverse Roads. 

From Mr. J. M. Toucey, stating that he had obtained per-' 
mission from the Oommon Oouncil to lay a five-inch wrought
iron pipe from the East River to thR Hudson River, for the 
purpQse of conveying oil, and requesting that he be allowed to 
lay the pipe through one of the Transverse Roads. Also, sub
mitting a diagram showing the proposed position of the pipe 
under the sidewalk, and stating that Trapsvcrse Road No.1 

would be the most convenient. 
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Also, from the Landscape Architect stating as follows: 

"I find the proposition unobjectionable, provided the curb- . 
" stone will not be disturbed; that the back filling shall be 
" firmly packed, the surface of the walk restored to its original 
" condition, and all waste, litter and rubbish removed from the 
" road." 

Commissioner STEBBIXS moved that the permission requested 

by Mr. Toucey be granted, on the conditions recommended by 

the Landscape Architect, and, that the President be requested 

to prepare and submit, at the next meeting, an agreement 

to be entered into with Mr. Toucey. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it WllS deten'nined in the affirma

ive, a majority of all the members of tho Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Corn missioners 

-> Wetmore-4. 

" 
Martin, 

Old Fort or Block House, Cent.ral Park. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

From a committee of the Veterans of the ,Var of 1812, re

questing that a new liberty pole be erected on the Old Fort or 

Block House, in Central Park 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendent of 

Parks be directed to have a suitable liberty pole erected, as 

requested. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a' majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wellman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Pavilion on the Battery. 

From Messrs. Bo. Ct!'. Roos & Co. and others, approving of 

the erection of the refreshment pavilion on the Battery. 

\ 
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From Mr. John H. Cusack and others, protesting against the 
erection of the pavilion or the granting of a license to anyone 
to sell refreshments on the Battery. 

From Mr. W. B. Stone, approving of the erection of the 
pavilion, but protesting against the licensee, on the ground that 
he keeps a liquor saloon, opposite the Battery. 

(Minutes, February 14th, 1877, p. 611.) 

Filed. 

Zoological Garden. 

From Mr. L. R. Mestaniz on the subject of establishing a 
Zoological Garden on one of the parks of the city. 

(Minutes, January 10, 187'7, p. 526.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit-
" tee, presented the following two reports: 

The ~uditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Brass Goods Manufacturing Co., stencil 

plates ............................ Surveying, Laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Berrian, IL Mo, oil .................... Maint., etc., 23d 
& 24th Wards. 

Croes, J. James R.,petty expenses ••.... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Coleman, Jas. & Co., repairs to pump ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Colgate & Company, soap for harness ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Fischer, W. L., Plltt,Y expenses ..... , ••• Maint: and Govm't 
P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

$1 80 

2 00 

14 94 

11 25 

5 71> 

$7 24 

8 00 
15 24 
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Gildersleeve, Wm. H., bread ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Hazard Powder Co., shot and fuse •..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24til Wards .... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Hoogan, Corneliu~, meat, March ........ Maint. and Govmt 

P.and P ..... . 

Hoyt, I. B. & Co., belting ............. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. & M. 

Hunter, Keller & Co., steam pi;)8s ...... Harlem R.B. Reps., 

Impt. and M .... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Jube, John P. & Co., wagon materials ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

King, Briggs & Co., files ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. a'lj P ..... . 

Mullane, .Tohn, corn, oats and hay ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. ana P ..... . 

:McNab &: Harlin Mfg. Co. plumbing 

materials ......................... Maint .. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. & 

M ........... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., mower parts ......... Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rogers, H. A., nails .................. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Seligman, Henry &: Co., disinfectant.. ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Walsh, Coulter &: Flagler, nails and 

chain ........••..•.......••••.... Maint. and GOVlllt. 

P. andP ....... 

Maint. 23d and 

:l4th Wards .... 

[ Wednesday, 

$48 82 

$2 31 
\ 

7 50 
9 81 

242 82 

a 50 

$2 32 

6 17 
8 49 

26 43 

12 4.5 

681 89 

$344 

7 10 
10 54 

14 70 

13 00 

3 75 

$6 50 

1 95 
8 45 

----
$1,135 64 
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RECAPITULATION 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. ...••• $1,084 22 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .........••.•..•. , 

Harlem River Bridges and Repairs Impt. and Maint. '" .. 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc ..... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ......... , .. " .......... . 

11 45' 

12 90 

19 05 

8 00 
$1,135 64 

-------

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eleven hundred and thirty-five dol

lars and sixty-four cent,s. 

(Signed) 

New York, April 25th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBIlIS, I 
JAS. F. WElI~[AN, f 

Auditing 
Committee. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Copeland &; Bacon, elevator work. .. , ... Met. Mus. of Art. 

Van Horn &; Fogazzi, painting ...... ' .. Am. Museum of 

Natural HiHtors. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art ......................... . 

American Museum of Natural History ................. . 

$2,200 

1,000 

'if;2,200 

1,000 

$3,200 

$3,200 

Amounting in the aggregate to th~ sum of thirty-two hundred dollars. 

(Signed) H, G. STEBBIlIS, I Auditing 
.hs. F. WEN~[AN, f Committee. 

New York, April 25, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: ' 

Aye8-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Wm. Cushing. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. William Cushing be, and he hereby is, 
appointed 'as a chainman to act as inspedor on the work of the 
construction of Riverside Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at \ 
$70 per month. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved, that said resolution be laid on 

the table. 

Adopted. 

John Johnson. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr .• Tohn Johnson be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed as an Inspector on the work of the construction of pipe 
sewers in Central Park, and that his pay be fixed at $3 per 
day. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 
agme to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Sale of house on Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on the 21st 'March last the Board 

authorized the removal of two houses on Riyerside Avenue, one 

of which is situate at or near One hundred and twenty-fourth 

street. That on further examination it was found that this 

house would not be worth to the Department the cost of re

moval, and he, therefore, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the order of the Board directing the house 
on Hiverside A venue to be removed be, and hereby is, rescinded, 
and that said house be sold at public auction. 

(Minutes, :March 21st, 1877, p. 696.) 

The PI:l:SIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-

.. 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8 - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Boys (0 hold and water horses on Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the number of boys to be licensed 

to hold and water horses on the Central Park be fixed at twelve 
(12) instead of ten (10) as directed by the Board on the 18th 
inst., and that the following four boys be licensed in addition 
to the eight heretofore authorized, viz., William Galvin, Charles 

Riendeau, Thomas Foyle, and Peter McGovern. 
(Minutes, April 18th, 1877, p. 'i67.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question; whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Bonds of Town of Kingsbridge. 

Commissioner WETMORE presented a communication which 
he had received from Mr. Fordham Morris on the subject of 
the bouds issued by the various townships in Westchester 
county, which now constitute the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourti.: Wards, prior to their annexation to the city on the 1st 
January, 1874, the proceeds of ,which were to be applied to the 

expenses of laying out the roads, streets and avenues in said 
townships by this Department; and he moved that it be re
ferred to the Counsel to the Corporation for his opinion 
whether this Department now has the right to expend the pro

ceeds of the b01l;ds issued by the late town of Kingsbridge 

• 
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under authority of Chapter 89 Laws of 1873 upon the purposes 
mentioned in said act. 

(Minutes, July 24th, 1874, p. 156.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 2d day of May, 1877, 

at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

\ 
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