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PREFACE

Salient features of UFO history during the latter half of 1953 were:
~Hollywood making its contribution to ™IFO hysteria” by bring out
many £ilms with a Wellsian theme.

-The explosion by the Russians of its own H-bomb giving rise to in- -
creased anxiety in society.

-Keyhoe's book Flying Saucers From Quter Space , and his friendly
reception on t.h_ey%g{k show curcuit. ’

-Adamski's book Flying Saucers Have Landed ,and the birth of the
"New Age-UFO’' movement marked by a convention in Los Angeles in
August,

-The official shift of UFQ investigations from the technical branch,

ATIC, to combat units of the ADC, leaving BLUE BOOK at Wright Field
little more than a small public relations office.

~The total failure of Battelle's statistical study of UFO reports to
support a "scientific basis" to the Air Force's nosition of reject-
ing the UFO phenomenon as a valid mystery.

There were two other topics that should be mentioned, although briefly
since they are ambiguous and controversial.

“Orbiting space base rumor."

Rumors persist that some very large unidentified bodies were detected
in low orbit(100-500 miles) around the earth. Probably the most detail-
ed story is Warren Smith's who claimed he received his information from
an "unnamed CIA informant." According to Smith, a highly sophisticated
Air Force radar tracked the mysterious objects on 13 different occasions
during the year 1953, A special radar tracking station, wrote Smith, was
set up at White Sands Proving Grounds, New Mexico, and placed under the
directorship of Dr. Clyde Tombaugh., This station was supposed to have -
been established as a result of the alamm caused by the initial discovery
of the "little moons."” -

The basic facts of the story have some foundation. The February 1954
issue of the journal published by the Astronomical Society of the Paci-
fic confirmed the existence a big tracking station directed by Tombaugh
as well as the station's sponsorship by the U.S. Army Ordnance Research
Department, however the purpose of the project was officially announced

asba check on the possibility there may been tiny natural satellites in
orbit. 1.

Special Report #13,

The Air Force's project STORK issued a series of Special Reports. period-
ically, ranging in number from #1 to #14. The only exception was #13 which
authorities insist was never complied, the series for some unknown reason
skipping from #12 directly to #14. Some wild speculations have been pub-
lished in UFO literature concerning the supposed contents of 'Report #13,"
claims, for example, that the report has pictures of dead aliens and crash-
ed saucers. Meedless to say, ge jury is still out. 2,



Certainly prime consideration should be given to the fact that the Bat~
telle Memorial Institue's IBM statistical study was completed at the time
a Special Report #13 would have been published if the usual schedule had
been maintained. The results of the IBM study were expected to give sup-
port to the Air Force's campaign to convince the public UFOs could be eas-
ily explained, instead the study strongly indicated just the opposite!

An additional note:

As tensions increased month by month over a possible Russian-U.S. nuclear
exchange, the two potential protagonists strained to ferret out the defensive
capabilities of its rival. On July 31, 1953 the British Intelligence Digest
reported the disturbing news that "saucer-shaped aircraft' were apparently in
operation behind the Iron Curtain, that six such craft had been sighted in
the skies over Poland and East Gernamy performing extraordinary feats of fly-
ing: abrupt turns, gyrations, and extreme high speeds. Near the Polish town
of Wolin, according to a refugee, an odd-shaped craft with a Soviet insignia
dropped straight down out of the sky, slowed its descent to a hover just
above the ground, and then set down softly. This same source said the craft
was a flattened metallic sphere set inside a disc-like airfoil, having an
overall diaméter of approximately 60 feet. Exhaust pipes protruded from the
from the edge of the disc along the éntire circumference, The alleged eye-
witness also claimed a Red Air Force helicopter soon appeared after the craft
had landed and that military police gquickly arrived to warn away any unauthor-
ized persons.,

In August, 1953, a top secret British message concerning the testing of the
Russian "€lying saucers" was sent to Ottawa, Canada, where work was being done
on the A.V.. Roe "saucer interceptor." One Canadian engineer, now convinced
his country had competition, announced:"'the race is on."

For more on the "Roe saucer-plane' see pp. 5 & 24-A of this booklet.
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August,
Near Hanford.

A pair of brilliant reddish-orange fireballs travelled south by west
over Rattlesnake Mountain in Washington State, The time was 10:30 a.m. The
date was August 2nd. The area of the sighting was close to the Hanford
Atamic Reservation. The FBI and Armmy CIG were notified. 3.

"Green fireball over los Alamos -falling upward!"

Another U.S. atomic installation besides Hanford, Washington, experienced
a "visitor" during this period.

A Los Alamos security guard reported something in the sky on August 3,
1983, at 2217 hours. The thing was described as an “ovate fireball" that
passed about a mile and a half from the observer, moving vertically and
slightly in a southeast direction. The fireball's color was a bright zreen
(Again a mysterious green fireball). If the object was some sort of odd
meteor why was it falling upward? When first noticed the green fireball
had already climbed to an altitude of an estimated 175 feet above the terrain.
The length of observation was not given in the official report, a report
which terminated with two sentences not altogether clear:"Glow was visible
until object disappeared among trees or came to earth. Appeared not to be
propelled.” 4.

*'Ghost Rocket?"

Cut of the southwest it came; a giant, highly-colored, torpedo-like object.
The leading portion was a blue-white incandescence, the midportion a brilliant
orange, and the rear section a dull reddish hue. The date and time of the ob-
ject's appearance were listed as August 3, 1953 at 9:00 p.m. The location of
the 60 second sighting was Weston Rhyn, England. The witnesses were Special
Constable C.B, Phillips of Weston Rhyn and his friend James Buckley, a visitor
from Royton. Phillips and Buckley were walking along the main street of town
when the mystery object came into view.

The UFO appeared at a 45 degree elevation above the western horizon and
other than a slight whoosh made no sound as it crossed the heavens. Even more
interesting is that the object made a course change while in view, passing out
of sight in the direction of the town of Pontfaen to the northwest. The thing
left no trail as it sped across the sky. L.

The object's passage was noted by many others and a story on the incident
was printed in a local newspaper, The Daily Herald, on March 8th.

One other witness that was named in the news account was a J.W. Jones, a
local fammer. He was working his field about two miles southwest of Weston
Rhyn when he spotted the UFO to the west over Selattysn Tower. To Mr. Jones
the cbject appeared to be 30 degrees above the horizon when first seen. Un-
like Constable Phillips and Mr. Buckly, farmer Jones noticed no change of
direction but did detect a trailing vapor, a whitish stream about double the
length of the object's body. He confirmed what others had said about the
object's silent passage. To him the thing was completely soundless. 5.




British UFO researcher Gavin Gibbons investigated the incident and adds
to what we know about the case. He found that Buckly and Phillips had the
impression the UFO was of an enormous size:'.,.three to four feet long when
measured at am's length." 6.

Another August 3rd report.

Round objects that 'came to an abrupt stop" appeared above Amarillo air
field, (See p.2-A) 7.

August Sth.

A civilian UFO group, CSI of los Angeles, noted:"At 4:30 p.m. at Baltimore
Md.; a dark gray whale-shaped object emitting no sound was observed for 15
minutes. It headed northeast." 8.

Rapid City. "This was an unknown --the best." --Ruppelt,

Things were rather quiet at BLUE BOOK. July proved fairly umeventful and
certainly not the nightmare of 1952 when the Air Force was flooded with UFO re-
ports. August, 1953, however, started off with a bang.

The Rapid City report was considered so impressive at the time, it was sent
by wire to BLUE BOOK with the second highest priority possible. Manning the
desk at project headquarters at Wright Field was Airman 1/C Futch who quickly
telephoned Ruppelt. The BLUE BOOK chief was off duty(it was 2 a.m.) but Futch
rang him anmyway(he must have orders to do this!)to say:"...you should read
this wire!" 9. Ruppelt threw on his clothes and rushed to Wright Field to
read the telex. Ruppelt found the message so interesting he took the first
plane to South Dakota. 10. Arriving in Rapid City on August 10th, Ruppelt
interrogated observers, both visual and radar, but unable to determine immed-
iately a possible explanation for the UFO. 11. Since the report was so im-
pressive, Ruppelt recommended that BLUE BOOK send a larger investigative team
to South Dakota. (See pp. 2-B thru 2-E)

The official case record on the incident are spinkled liberally with ex-
pressions like:''seemed to," ''appeared to,” "possibilty,"” and "might indicate;"
but Ruppelt's own account, as given in his book Report on the Unidentified
§_1yin Objects, is more memorable. For example, as the big blue-white mystery

1glﬁg swept through the sky over Rapid City, it was witnessed by an Air Force
Master Sergeant with a long combat record who said that never in his life had
he been so awed. Yelling to another person about what action to take, this
combat veteran's mind went blank. The Sergeant explained to Air Force inves-
tigators:*...what in the Hell could we do --they're (the UF0) bigger than all
of us." 12.

Subsequent investigations and interviews revealed the following. The gun-
camera and radarscope photographs showed definite images although according to
one Air Force statement such frames were:"...not sufficiently clear for eval-
uation."” 13. Also:'The pilot of the second jet was a UFO skeptic and became
frighten when the UFQ appeared in the sky in front of him and his sight radar
lit wp.” 14,

‘I'}:g pilot of the second F-84 which pursued the UFO was a veteran of combat
in Germany during World War II and the Korean conflict yet the chase had pro-
duced genuine fear. 15. In Ruppelt's opinion, after checking every aspect of
the incident, the case had to be classified “unknown --the best.”
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Description » : ZTB’

Sincc-thig sighting wvas a combined air.visual, ground.visual, atr-
radar, and ground-radar report, it wvas decidcd that Project Blue Sook
would send an investigator to the scene. The controller on duby at
the time of the incident vas interviewed. Hls account of the incident
vas almost ldentical to that glven in the initial TW{. e was on duty
at 2005 MST vhen a GOC poat observer called in an unidentificd flying
object sighted northeast of her post at Blackhawk, South Dnkota. (Fote:
Sunset 1920 MST - Twilight 33 minutes.) She reporied throurh the Ravid
City Filter Center, She reported that the object was stntionary, then
moved south towvard Rapid City. When the controller got the report that
the obJect or light was headed toward Rapid City, he sent 3 airmen from
the radar site to look for it visually. They reported a light moving
Trom generally north to south at a high rate of spred. AL this time
the controller observed 2 blips going south on the scope. [e could not
get & distinet track because of ground clutter in the aren. In-a few
minutec the GOC past in Blackhavk called in that the light was back in
nearly its original position. An airborne F-84 was vectored into the
area and after a gearch mnde visual contact. The F-8i was vectored
into the blip that was vemaining stationary at about 15 mliles northeast
of Blackhawk. The controller said@ that he belleved the F-8h pllot saw
the target that wvas on the acope. Shortly after the visual sipghting by
the pilot, the target sctarted to move on a heading of about 320 degrees
magnetic., Four good blips were obtained. Photos of this track were
taken but the camera maifunctioned and the photos were rpo povd. The
last blip occuwrred at 70 miles and at that point the aircrafi was ro-
turned to the bvase. The GOC observer reported seeing the airernft and
the object, and both were moving. The object scemed to be out-distancing
the F-34. As soon a3 the 7-84 landed, another F-84 took ofl for CAP.
Just nbout that time, the Blackhawk GUC post called the third time stat-
ing that the object was back again. Ilothing was on the scope (there
was possibly a target in “the ground clutter}, so the F-84 was vectorad
in on the visual report. The pilot soon got a visual and started an
intercept.- About that %time, the controller picked up both an unxnown
target and the F-84. Doth were on a heading of about 360 degrees
pagnetic. The blip seemed to stay about 5-10 miles ahead of the F-84,
The chase continued until the aircraft was. about 80 miles out, then the
intercept was broken off. The target continued off the scope. AL this
time the Bismarck Filter Center was nlerted to look for wnidentified
Tlying objects. When the pilot got back over the base, he sav anotha>
light. 7This w13 not Dleked up on the scope, but the controller did get
8 return on the height Zfinder equipment in the general dirzcticn of the
lignt, it vas 8000 feet, At 0023 MST, Bismarck hegen to -gall In reports.

The pllot who wms on the first CAD wag interviewed nexi. He stated
that e had been making passes at a R-38 north.of Rapid Ciiv when 6CI
called anl said thkey nod a target wast of Rapid City. He searched for
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came back in, It scer=d to be west moving since the aircralt was lept
on a conaotant heading and the angle of azimuth and clevation irerowiod,
The light was first observed for 30 seconds, it faded, reappeared, then
faded agnin after 30 seconds.

As thé pilot came oround the west side of the air base and up the
east slde, he gaw another light and turned into it to take pgun camerz
photos. (The photos were no good).

Discussion

A viait vas made to the Wenther Bureau station at the Ranid City
Municipal Alrport to check weather ond balloon launches {Hote: Thc air
base launches no balloona). The observer on duty looked up the balloen
track for the balloon launched at 2000 MST on 5 August 1953 and it wzneo
gouth from the Municipal Alrport. This puts it out of the arca of the
sighting. Data on Inverslons was not availsble as it had bren forwvarded
to Asheville, Horth Carolina. (Note: The balloon tracks nnd weather
for 2000 VST on § Auxuxt han been requested from Asheville.)

No attempt was rnle ko contact the GOC observers at Blackhawk. They
had been interrogated by huse personnel and were "all excited". It was
believed that an Investlgator talking to them would only further excite
them needlesaly. All the ~ishtings at Bismarck are doubtful. The ACZW
Station called the Bismarck Filter Center and told them to "look for
flying seucers™, a perfuct set up to see every star move around.

The upper air ressnrch balloon tracks. at Lowry were checkad. Two
balloons were loat and could have been in the aree at the time of the
sighting,’

A few comments un Lhie sources con be made:

Controller left the impression that he was trying to prove the exis-
tence of an unidentified flying object. It is very unfortunate that no
scope photos were avallable to collaborate his story. He saw terpets on
the scope, there 18 no dcubit abowt it, but vhether they acted exactiy as
he stated is unknown. .

The tws airmen that went outside to observe the ovject that was’
being carried on radar and reported by the COC were not sure of what
they eav, at leagt this 1s the impression they left. They vere told to
go out and look for n light so they saw one. Their description fiis
that of a meteor. They 2uly =+ a "sireak” {n the =k;. They did not
3ee 1t return north, only go south,

The firzst pilot only got a glimpse of a light _oo' he could not add
mach,
\

The second pilot jave the impression of beidsg “on the ball". He
obvi, ly was trying to convirce himase' U the light was a star, but ves
- ;
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about 20 minutes went and south of Rapid City but saw nothing, fHe re- 2-D.
turned to bace and wng about to land when he observed a light northvest
of the base. Ille started out on a heading of 350 degrees megnetic, the
object waaz high (20 deg -~ 45 deg) at 11 o'clock from him. He checked
the possibility of a reflection and determined that this wes not the
caugze. He continucd hia course keeping the object at 1l o’clock for a
better view, After about 30 seconds, it disappeared then reappesored
for another 30 seconds at the end of vhich it abruptly faded and wns
not sceen agoin. The object was silver in color and varied in intersity.
It appeared to "pull avay” because it got smaller. The comment as to
size was that it was "brighter than the brightest star I've ever seen”.

The pilot vho flew the second CAP was interviewed next. He stated
that he took off and started to ¢limb when GCI told him that GOC had a
light. He was aorth of Ellsworth AFB on a heading of 360 degrees rag-
netic vhen he aaw a light 30-40 degrees to his right and level. He
thaught it was n star or planet but as he looked awny it nppeared to
" Jump® 15-20 deprees in elevation. (Mote: Due to the speed of the air-
craft ond the fact that the pllot was intent on identifying the object,
he was no: exactly sure of his positions. All positions sre subject to
scme error.) The light geemed to ba parallelling his course. The first
thing the pilot :ld «na to check for reflections in the cockpit (i.e.,
canopy, gunsight head, etc.). Il was surc the light wns no reflection in
the aircraft., The light, which the pilot estimated to be considerably
brighter than a 8tar. chunged intensity and changed in color from white
to green. ¥hen the object was {irst sighted, the aircraft was at 15,000
feet. The pilot started to climb and the light appenred to climb faster.
This was becauss the angle of elevation increased. He glimbed to 26,000
feet. All this time both the radar blip of both the abject and the alr-
craft vere being carried and the pilot was talking to the controller on
URF. As the pilot turned into the light on his inittal sighting, he
turned on his radar gunsight., As he swung onto the target, the warniog
.1light came on. HNo range was cbtained since the sight starts to meusure
at about 4,000 yards. All this might indicate was that comething was
beyond %,000 yards, The light remained on until the chase was broken off.
Atter thechage, on the way home, the light blinked on and off several
times indicating s rossible malfunction. The gight was not checked by
maintenance on return and had not been checked since.

The F-84 chased the light for about five minutes, or ta about 80
niles north of the base. The light appeared to make slow changes in
color and intensity. The pilot stated that the light definitely moved
in relation to the stars. After the intercept was broken of{, the air-
craft returned toward base. :

Adout 20 miles out of buse he got a visual ora giz:. .- light that
changed from red to white, He vas on a heading of L0 decrees magnetic
at 12-1k,06G0 feet and the ligh%t wes 10 degrees low to tie right. &da
thought it was a car going eround curves in the hills Su® changed his
aind vhen the red and white lights vere of equal intensily. Tais target
a3 in the cround clutter of the radar but sosething at €000 feet =as
~icked v oa the ka’zht finder radar. The light slowvly w==t out then

21 T53-112152
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having difficulty. He tcok a realistic approach and had done some logi-
cal reasoning. He wos varried about the fact that the light moved

relative to the stars.

By eliminating doubtful eightings, the only thing that can be rea- .
sonably assured is that a GOC post observed a light. This could be a
balloon or star. Radar picked up something in the general area of the
GOC poat and vectored an aircraft tovard it. The pilot saw a light and
chased it. He got a radar lock on it, but this could have been a mil-
function, The stor Capella 1s possibly vigible low. onn the horizon to
the north and the pllot could have seen this. Pending further study,
this incident 1s carried as Unsolved.

Concluaion

Unsolved.
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3.

On the other hand, the "Condon study" of UFOs conducted in the 1960s sug-
gested that the Rapid City incident was due to a combination of natural
causes: at least one meteor, an inversion layer that produced illusions,
and radar ghost echoes. 16.

More UFOs in the region.

Before leaving the Rapid City case, it should be noted that its strange-
ness is enhanced by the fact there was other UFO activity in the region dur-
ing this period.

South Dakota.

The teletype at BLUE BOOK tapped out an interesting message early on the
S5th:

"STRANGE LICHT OVER ONIDA S.D. 0015Z 5 AUG 1953 SIMILAR TO STAR OR
WING LIGHT OF AIRPLANE NO COURSE QA LIGHT HOVERED OVER ONIDA S.D.
MOMENTARILY (MA MADE SERVERAL COURSE IN VARIOUS DIRECTIONS AT HIGH
SPEEDS AND DISAPPEARED A NORTH COURSE AGAIN MADE APPEARANCE FROM
NORTH QMA FLEW OVER TOWN AND DISAPPEARED TO SOUTH EAST (MA SKY
CONDITIONS OVERCAST WITH LIGHT DRIZZLE ALT OF OBJECT UNK ABRUPT
CHANGES IN COURSE AND IN SPEED PRECLUDED ANY POSSIBILITY OF OBJECT
BEING EITHER JET OR CONVENTIONAL TYPE AIRCRAFT IDENTITY OF STRANGE
OBJECT UNK QMA OBJECT SIGHTED BY MAJ M,W. LEWIS ELSWORTH AFB RAPID
CITY S.D. PRESENTLY ON LEAVE AT ONIDA S.D." 17.

Moscow, Idaho. The night of August §/10th.

Larry E. Towner was Chief Cbserver with the Moscow, Idaho, GOC post dur-
ing 1953. Strange lights had appeared in the area and he had left instruc-
tions with the other volunteers to summon him any time something unexplain-
able was sighted, thus the evening of August 9th Towner was on hand when a
spectacular UFO visit was experienced.

According to the GOC log and a written account penned by Towner and a
fellow observer by the name of Ted Wernecke, the sky show began at 9:23 P
m. August 9th when what appeared to be a large body an estimated 200 feet
in diameter was spotted in the dark sky about 4 miles away to the north at
an estimated altitude of 1,000 feet. No definite shape was descernable but
the glowing body was quite bright.

The UFO moved eastward and gained altitude. By 10:00 p.m., the thing
was an estimated 22 miles to the northwest of the GOC post. Six minutes
after the hour the regional GOC Filter Center was alerted. At 12 minutes
after the hour the Air Force authorized a jet scramble .

Meanwhile, the UFO dropped down and beﬁan to approach the Moscow GOC
post. At 10:19 p.m. the UFO had appraoched slowly until it was an estim-
ated 2 miles north-northeast at an altitude of about 5,000 feet.

The Air Force jet that was scrambled reached the vinicity on the half
hour, circled, and then appeared to make a pass at the UFO but the plane
was way too high and apparently never made visual contact(It's possible
the radar site guiding the intercept had no height-finding equipment).

The jet flew away.

The UFO kept moving slowly toward the GOC post and at 10:47 p.m.
another urgent call was made to the regional Filter Center,

By 11:15 p.m. a number of fasinating things occurred. The UFO moved
so close it might have been a mere 1 miles from the two GOC observers



on duty at the post. While the UFO was under:observatian, a small moving
point of light appeared, coming out of the eastern sky. The small light
approached the UFO and apparently merged with it. At a range of about 1%
miles witnesses saw what seemed to be vapor streaming out of the UFO while
a whistling sound was heard. This activity prampted another call to the
Filter Center to inquire about the possibility of air traffic in the area
but the GOC people were informed no aircraft were schelduled to be in the
Moscow area.

It was decided by Air Force authorities that a second jet should be
sent aloft to investigate. The time was 11:37 p.m.

In the meantime four white points of light(glowing bodies?) were noticed
just above the UFO. Towner asserted that these points of light were iden-
tical to the one seen earlier. What happened to these four small lights
was not mentioned, perhaps what happened to them was not observed.

August 10th.

It was just a few minutes after midnight when the second scrambled jet
raced into view. Three times the jet made passes and three times the jet
was too high. A fourth pass only missed by two miles to one side and a
fifth and sixth pass also seems to have missed. Even though there is no
BLUE BOOK file on this case, Towner learned that the jet pilot suggested
the UFQ was just the glow from the city of Potlatch reflecting off a cloud
but there was no indication the jet pilot made visual contact with the so-
called "glowing cloud." Towner considered this suggested prosaic cloud
explanation ridiculous since there was absolutely no clouds in the sky at
the time.

At 12:32 a.m. the UFO was still around and at an estimated 8,000 feet
and about 4 miles from the GOC post.

Ten minutes before 1:00 a.m. a soundless, brilliant, explosive flash;
white with a green center; was seen about 1,500 feet below the UFO. A
couple of minutes later a whistling noise was audible.

At approximately 1:00 a.m. another small point of light was noticed. It
was seen dropping straight down from the UFO, taking only a few seconds to
reach a distance about 3,000 feet below the UFO. At that altitude the tiny
bit of light abruptly stopped and then it zoamed westward where it was lost
from view.

The GOC Filter Center was phoned for the third time to pass on the most
recent information concerning the UFO. No more jet fighter scrambles were
authorized by the Air Force.

Two Moscow city policemen stopped by at the GOC post at 1:30 a.m. and
had a look at what was causing all the excitement. In the lawmen's opin-
ion the UFO was not any sort of cloyd reflection. They could see the UFO
making some erratic movements.

The GOC post shut down between 2 and 4 a.m. which was not an uncommon
event since the GOC was @ volunteer organization and it was difficult to
get people to cover the "dead of the night'" shifts. Towners, apparently
becoming tired of the vigil, made no attempt to maintain a watch any long-
er.

Two hours later, at 4:10 a.m., the morning of August 10th, the GOC post
was manned by fresh volunteers. In the direction the UFO was last seen, a
bright shiny dot with a metallic appearance could be observed as the sky
grew lighter with the approaching dawn,

At 5:00 a.m. the post was again shut down. No more data was logged. 18.

Yaak, Montana.




On September 1, 1952 a mysterious series of UF) manifestations occurred
in the vicinity of an Air Force radar site located near Yaak, Montana, and
during the summer of 1953(the exact date is not known) more strange UFO
manifestations took place near Yaak.

A newsman from Oleans, New York, a Mr. Bob Barry, interviewed a $/S5gt.
William Kelly who was stationed at the Yaak radar installation in 1953,
According to Sgt. Kelly on one occasion UFOs appeared on the site's radar
screens exhibiting changes of direction as many as five times a minute.
Some course changes were 90 degrees and speeds were measured as high as
1,500 mph, Six blips at one time appeared on the radar scopes and the
strange targets came within 10 miles of the GCI site. So close was the
indicated range the radar personel left their windowless operations room
to check the sky with the naked eye. Sure enough, six objects could be
seen in the sky an estimated 10 miles away. When first spotted, the six
UFOs were in an in-trail formation, and shortly thereafter the six UFOs
changed to an in-line abreast grouping. Finally, the UFOs switched to a
vertical stack.

Sgt. Kelly said he remembers tracking the UFOs on the radar executing
vertical climbs that exceeded the limit of the site’s height finding
equipment (This was probably 100,000 feet). 19.

Russian disinformation?

Like a weed, the "Spitsbergen crashed disc" yarn refused to die. A news-
story from Norway on August 8, 1953, repeated the claim a jet-nowered saucer
had been found wrecked on the Norwegian island of Spitsbergen. The latest ac-
count mentioned that the supposed craft ‘had sufficient space for an atomic
bomb'* and that a noted "rocket specialist named Dr.Norsel” had asserted the
machine was "probably from Russia.” 20, This hoax was started by the German
newspaper Stuttgarter Tageblatt.

Soviet disinformation activity was especially noticeable during the
latter part of 1952. An article in the December issue of the American
magazine Flying discussed the rumors.
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The contactee phenomenon gains momentum.

Responding to Dr. leon Davidson's curiosity about his "contact,' Adamski
wrote back on August 8th confirming his assertions he had photographed a
machine of an unlnown type and had conversations with the pilot that operated
the craft, adding that word of other such alien encounters had come to his at-
tention. Here Adamski gives the first hint of his strange tolerance of other
persons who invented similar tall tales. He never minded sharing the spot-
light, That other contactee stories differed from his own never seemed to
brother him. He seemed oblivious to the obvious. 21. Sometime in July 1953
Truman Bethurum drove up to Palomar Gardens and related his own "contact" ex-
perience to Adamski. According to our source of information, Adamski did not
bat an eye and declared he believed Truman's story about a "planet Clarion and
a Captain Aura Rhanes." 22,

Villanveva,

In mid-August a newsstory out of Ciudad Valley,Mexico, told of a Salvador
Villanveva, a local taxi driver, who claimed he had an encounter with a couple
of pleasant-looking fellows who spoke Spanish. According to Villanveva, the
strangers walked up when he was working on his vehicle at an isolated spot in
the countryside. After hours of conversation the two strangers departed in an
gerial craft that resembled two washbowls placed edge to edge. 23.

August 10th.

As we have seen, Canada's UFO effort, project SECOND STOREY, came to a de-
cision in early March that an investigation of the UFO question did not war-
rent a full scale treatment(possibly taking its cue from the American Robert-
son Panel result). This did not mean, however, that the SECOND STOREY group
was terminated. Further meetings were allowed for if their were any signifi-
cant developments. Although the historical record of the SECOND STOREY meet-
ings is fairly camplete up to this point{early 1953} because the confidential
paperwork has been liberally declassified, access to later files is very in-
complete possibility due to greater sensitivity. This sensitivity would pro-
bably have to do with SECOND STOREY's association with Wilbert B. Smith's con-
troversial project MAGNET.

Apparently taking exception to SECOND STOREY's position on the UFO evi-
dence, Smith submitted his own report to the group on August 10, 1983 which
concluded:'We are faced with the substantial probability of the real exist-
ence of extra-terrestrial vehicles." 24, The Smith report was not rejected
outright. According to one source even Canadian Prime Minister louis St.
Laurent read the document. Later Smith would receive some official backing
to help prove his claim. 2S.

"Bigger than a house.”

On August 13th a George Popovic and his wife happened to be awake at 2 a.m.
in the morning and standing in the front yard of their home in Cleveland, Chio
when a “huge tging" sped through the northern sky. Mr. Popovic called the
thing a 'big white-rimmed saucer'* that was 'bigger than a house.” 26,

August 14th.

South of Cleveland; at Columbus, Ohio; a UFO was reported at 8:30 the even-
ing of the 14th. Two young boys saw a glowing object shoot straight down out
of the sky, but instead of hitting the ground, the glowing object stopped, and
then zoomed away horizontally. The duration of the sighting was 30 seconds.
27.




The IBM analysis is due:

*The ISM contractor has estimated that a final report will be submitted
to Project Blue Book on 15 August 1953 in which statistical curves of
probability, indexes of comparison on unidentified objects, and a gener-
al commentary on the results of the IBM study will be included. It is
believed that this stidy will be extremely significant in the future
evaluation of reports of unidentified objects and perhaps to the oper-
tion of Project Blue Book itself." 28.

Apparition over Tours.

A couple of circular bodies flew low and slow over Tours, France, emitting
a strange "hard resonant" noise. A witness, M. Claude Pastier, said the over-
flight took place on August 16,1953 at 8:30 p.m. The two objects, he said,
moved in like manner as if there was a mechanical connection between the two.
This report appeared in the French scientific journal L’Astronomie. 29.

“Flying Saucer Convention."

Between August 16th thru August 18th a group calling itself 'Flying Saucers
International'’ held what they termed ‘The World's First Flying Saucer Convent-
ion' at the Hollywood Hotel, Hollywood, California. The FSI organization was
a private non-profit Los Angeles group which also laumced a publication at
the same time, a small but a well done magazine titled “Saucers" edited by Max
B. Miller.

The response by the public was gratifying . Some 1,500 people jammed the
place and another 2,000 were turned away at the door. Hotel officials were
astonished since never before had there been such a turnout for an event at
theirdestablishnent. A few UFQ zealots even flew in from London, England, to
attend.

Placed on display in the lobby were letters from varicus personages regard-
ing the UFO gathering(Evidently all had been invited and had politely sent
their regrets). Three of the letters posted were from:the Vice President of
the United States(Richard Nixon), the Secretary of Defense, and his honor the
Mayor of Los Angeles. The convention organizers also asked some big name com-
mentators:Walter Winchell, Lowell Thomas, and of course Frank Edwards. None
of the newsmen showed but one wonders if only distance kept Edwards away.

Famed artist Mel Hunter did join the fun,however,setting up an exhibit of
his sci-fi magazine covers, but when he wasn't answering inquiries about his
creations, he preferred chatting with '"Mr. and Mrs. Science-Fiction,’ Wen-
dayne and Forrest Ackerman.

The cover art and the presence of the Ackermans was appropriate since the
major speakers that addressed the convention were all "far-out personalities,”
with the possible exception of Arthur Louis Joquel II author of the book The
Challenge of Space. The speaker line-up included:Orfeo Angelucci, Silas
Newton, Frank Scully, Truman Bethurum, George Van Tassel, and George Adamski.
{George Hmt Williamson wanted to be there but had previous commitments in
Arizona)} Although Williamson never made it to the Hollywood assembly of
UFO buffs, he thought all the contactees had something wonderful to offer so
they need not dispute each other's claimed encounters and should practice some
of the brotherly love that was so central to their messages about a glorious
“New Age." 30, .

There was a trio of convention moderators. Cne was Andrew Anderson who
has left no mark on UFO history, and another was contactee Orfeo Angelucci
author of The Saucers First Contact Revealed. The third was Jeron King Cris-
well. a polished showman and syndicated columist that wrote a weekiy feature




"Criswell Predicts.” Criswell has achieved a kind of immortality for his
role in what critics call "the worst movie ever made," Plan Nine From Quter

Space. 31,

A summary of Frank Scully’s speech given on Sunday night makes no mention
of "crashed saucers” and "little men." Instead Scully enjoyed rubbing in the
fact that he knew 34 officially unexplained UFO sightings since he had written
his Behind the J},nsg Saucers back in 1950. The Air Force, he said, currently
could not_explain 750(Z5¥) of the 3,000 reports on file. Scully remarked:

"] asked their spokesman if this 25% was composed chiefly of reports of their
own pilots, technical advisors, and such? The spokesman admitted they were."
%2. The saucer book author promished a new book with additional data in
another year or two, 33,

The Welc €ilm.

Perhaps the most interesting part of the saucer convention was the showing
of a color film of a supposed flying saucer swooping over Hollywood. .The film
was taken by professional cameraman Jercme Welo who told everyone the capture
of the saucer on film was an accident since he had been testing hisg camera
when the saucer flew into view. Welo offered the frames for sale to.amyone_
who could come up with 35,000, 34,

A plea to Eisenhower.

From all indications the speeches delivered reflected the "New Age' theme,
yet the convention ended on a "Keyhoe-like" note, the people at the conven-
tion voting to petition Washington to release all saucer data that would not
jeopardize national security. A letter was immediately dispatched to the
President of the United States. 35. Believe it or not, they received an
answer. A telegram dated August 3, 1953, sent by Brigadier General Joe W.
Kelly, USAF, Director, Legislative Liaison, said:'Your recent inquiry to the
President of the United States has been referred to the Department of the Air
Force for reply. I am sending you a report so that you will have a full pic-
ture of our activities in this matter to date." 36,

There is some evidence that the message sent to Eisenhower was the.
letter to the President drafted by a Bessie T. Arthur which was published in
the November, 1953, issue of Vim magazine; the June, 1954, issue of the Rose-
crucian magazine Fellowship; and Paul Coates’ column in the September 18,
1553 issue of the Los Angeles Mirror.

For at least one man the letter to the President was not that big a deal.

The last day of the convention Rev. louis A. Gardner walked along Broadway
in downtown Los Angeles with Miss Frances Coyne, an associate in his Evangel-
istic Crusade. The minister reminiscented about the excitement over the fam-
ous Einstein UFO letter, when, in July 1952, he sought the very best scienti-
fic advice writing Dr. Einstein in what he was afraid was a futile gesture,
With only the slightest hope of an answer, Rev. Gardner listed the following
questions:

"Do they originate in outer space?”

"Do they come from other worlds, such as Mars or Venus?"
"Do they come from our military rivals?”

“Are they the product of our own Air Force experiment?”




9.

The great scientist's short reply, that he believed people were seeing
something but he was not curious to know, made the national newswires. 37,

Gray Barker and the Welo film.

During a visit to Los Angeles, civilian "saucer investigator'' Gray Barker
learned of the Welo film from a newsman who worked for a Long Beach paper, a
Mr, Jim Phalen., Phalen told Barker a special showing of the UFO film was to
be held in a few days and if Barker wanted to view the footage it could be
arranged. Excited at the prospect Barker expressed his desire to attend and
made plans to extend his California trip. Barker had heard the film was sen-
sational so he eagerly looked forward to the viewing experience,

A better than average civilian saucer detective, Barker immediately at-
tempted to find out more about the Welc film, contacting a fellow who claim-
ed he was the agent for Welo, a Mr. Paul Franklin. Meeting with Franklin,
Barker was shown some stills from the footage. Barker, a movie buff, was
instantly suspicious when he examined the stills. The blow-ups were too
good. The saucer was too big and too close to the camera to be real, or to
put it another wav, the film was too good to be true.

Barker phoned a photographic expert who had stidied the frames. The ex-
pert confirmed Barker's '"too-good-to-be-true' judgement, stating that the
film was a crude fake. Barker finally called an ex-Air Force BLUE BOOK
official then living in southern California(Barker did not mention a name
but it might have been either Raumpelt or Al Chop).

The ex-BLUE BOOK officjal told Barker the Air Force was aware of the Welo
£ilm but did not think enough of it to examine it, Assuming the military
would be frantic to check any film that had the slightest chance of being
genuine, Barker was now convinced any further interest in Welo's so-called
UFQ evidence was a big waste of time. Barker called Phalen, telling him he
was bowing out of the showing. Barker later wrote:"I thanked him for his
helpfulness, but said that if I wanted to see an animated cartoon I would
prefer to see one of the funny ones.' 38.

Gerald Heard speaks out.
The author of the 1950 UFO book Is Another World Watching?, Gerald Heard,
T

contributed an article to the August 17, 1953 issue o ight magazine. In
the article Heard suggested the odd idea that hollow ring-Iike objects were
flying around and that such objects were:"...remote controlled fact finders."
39. Also, he wrote, water, which is commonplace to Earthmen, may be an anomal-
ous substance to alien creatures. Most interesting, however, was his feelings
about the following:''Little men stories have today a very suspicious smell.

Too many fraudulent accounts have come to hand.™ 40.
August 19th.

A large red-colored disc was seen over Puy-en-Velay, France, at 5:30 a.m,
August 19, 1953. Two policemen were witnesses to the appearance of the red
object which left a multi-hued trail that displayed blue, yellow, green and
vhite tints. 4l1.

UFOs welcome. .

Back on August 19, 1952 a UFQ sighting was made at Albany, Georgia. At
the time a local newspaper printed an invitation to any and all flying sau-
cers to land. Nothing happened until exactly a year later, on August 19,1953
when a glowing object was reported maneuvering over the Albany airport. No
saucer was reported to have landed. 42,
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“Physical evidence?' The New Haven signboard incident.

Angling down out of the sky, a little after 9 p.m. on August 19, 1953, a
"ball of fire" an estimated 7 inches in diameter that spewed sparks shook
up New Haven, Connecticut. The ball crossed in front of a startled motor-
ist, barely missed a tree-top, and then zoomed off in a slight upward slant.
A split second later the neighborhood of Front Street and Middletown Averme
was jarred by a tremendous roar and lit up by a briiliant light. The shock
somehow interrupted electric power for a moment dimming houselights. Some
people rushed to their windows and peeked out, while others ran out their
front doors and dashed into the street. Nothing was visible but everyone
noticed a stench in the air that smelled like rotten eggs. The Fire Depart-
ment responded to frantic phonecalls but could only find a strange jagged
hole in a galvanized iron signboard. Some of the more excitable townspeople
thought the Russians had dropped an A-Bomb! Not so fummy was the miscarriage
suffered by one woman who was frighten by the explosion.

Civilian UFO investigators representing Coral Lorenzen's APRO, Joseph Bar-
bieri and August C. Roberts, picked out metal fragments from pits in the
rough edges of the hole left in the damaged signboard. The fragments were
then forwarded to Mrs. lorenzen who then had the metal samples analyzed by
both the Eclipse-Picneer Company, a Division of the Bendix Aviation Corpor-
ation, Teterboro, New Jersey; and the Anderson Laboratories, Inc. of Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. The results of the tests showed copper and copper oxide.
43,

A few questions about the New Haven case.

The incident excited 'UJFOlogists™ as one can imagine. One UFO researcher
called the fireball a 'weapon from space.”

The most complete story generally available can be found in the slim,
glossy-covered, newsstand publication Flying Saucers edited by Max B. Miller
and issued by Trend Books in 1957. Three excellent photographs are contained
therein:two showing the hole in the signboard, both front and rear, and one
showing the metal fragments recovered. Another source of information would
be the news account that appeared on the front page of the August 20,1953
edition of the New Haven Journal-Courier, The newspaper version of the in-
cident has not been reproduced in UFO literature and it is possible it might
shed more light on the case. A third source of information is some comments
in the UFO bulletin The Saucerian. While The Saucerian comments were brief,
they do raise questions. -

Max B, Miller's FPéy_l_r_gg Saucer book states that UFQ investigator Joe Bar-
bieri lived in New Haven, and that his colleague, August C. Roberts, was al-
ready In New Haven at the time of the incident giving a lecture to a local
UFO study group nammed S.P.A.C.E. If all that is true, then one begins to
wond

er.

Was the hole caused by a bomb placed on the signboard by a hoaxer, some
fellow who knew about the UFO lecture that day? The witness that actually
saw, or just said he saw, the fireball is not named in The Saucerian bulletin
or Miller's book. Here the newspaper account might help, Tould the supposed
witness have been a hoaxer?

Cn the other hand, the pictures of the hole shows no scorching that might
be left by a bomb and the account in The Saucerian stated that the ''Ordinance
Department” checked the damage but coilld not explain the hole. 44,
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Another possibility is that the fireball was an example of ball lightning,
but since Science knows very little about such phenomena,it is hard to a
for or against the theory. It seems unlikely, however, that ball lightning
would leave traces of copper. .

New Haven and BLUE BOOK.

Officially the New Haven case was not treated as a UFO report. The in-
cident was officially reported to the Air Force so the only references to the
case in BLUE BOOK files are to be found in letters from the public making in-
quiries. Military records contain a letter from Mrs. Coral Lorenzen dated
April 20, 1960, which asked:"..,we(APRO) have some residual material which
was left imbedded in a signboard in New Haven, Connecticut in 1953 when a
UFO penetrated it. Was this incident investigated by ATIC? Was ATIC able to
obtain some of the material for examination? If not, would you like some of
ours?* 45. A Major Tacker, then in charge of BLUE BOOK, received Mrs,
Lorenzen's letter. The Major made inquiries at ATIC and was informed by
Colonel Philip G. Evans, Deputy for Sciences and Camponents, that:"ATIC
files reveal no record of the New Haven, Connecticut case referenced in the
APRO letter. This case is approximately seven years old and any informat-
ion which could be derived at this late date would be relatively unreliable
and probably quite useless.' 46.

Al Bender and New Haven?

Finally a remark or two about Albert Bender, director of the "Internat-
ional Flying Saucer Bureau," a group based d@ Bridgeport, Comnecticut, only
about ten miles away from New Haven. Bend®® was "attempting commuication”
with some so-called "Fourth Dimensional UFO contacts" a week prior to the
to the New Haven incident and he had requested a '"'3-D demonstration” to
prove the contact's presence and power. A strange coincidence?

August 20th. UFOs circle aircraft! (See official Flight Service feport)
47.

Battelle makes a report to BLUE BOOK, (See below) 48.

IV, CONIRACTOR STATUS

A representative from the civilian research organization, Project
Stork, vhich is preparing the IB4 study on reports of unidentiffed
flying objects from 1947 to 1952 visited ProJject Blue Book on 20 August
1953 for the purpose of explaining the gtatus of the study. These re-
ports do not include the many letters that vere received directly from
the public, but they do include all sightings reported through military
channels and questionnaires filled out by observers and forvarded di-
rectly to the Alr Technical Intelligence Center. -

Objects with portholes?

on August 20, 1953 at 9:30 p.m. at Burlington, Vermont; it was reported
that a large, round, black object with portholes hovered over a radio
station tower for approximately three mintues. 49,
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"Climate of Fear."

On August 20, 1953 Russia exploded its own H-Bomb. Anxieties about
nuclear war and Commumist subversion fueled the popularity of a spate of
motion pictures. These Hollywood productions were 'invader films" that
had a Freudian effect on the public, playing on its repressed fears. The
films were hybrids of science fiction and horror, stressing suspense:
""Invaders From Mars,' ''Phantom From Space,' '"Killers From Space,' "It Came
From Outer Space," and an updated version of the infamous 1938 radio show
converted to a screenplay,’The War of the Worlds." Producer George Pal
descided to take on the job of doing an ambitious adaptation of the Well's
classic because:'With all the talk about flying saucers, War of the Worlds
had became especially timely. And that was one of the reasons we updated
the story." S0.

"End of the World?"

Editor of the Saucerian, Gray Barker, describes odd reactions to the
"climate of fear'” then prevelant:

"The biggest August news to some was the failure of the world to end
on the 20th. Several different esoteric groups believed the world
would end, or at least something world-shaking would occur. One
Saucerian correspondent based his calulations on information in the
Great Pyramid, the number '666' and Stalin's birthday."” S1.

The strange fate of Adanski's associates.

When we last left Adamski's trio of associates,Karl thmrath, Jerrold
Baker, and George Hunt Williamson, they had parted ways with the Mt. Palo-
mar contactee. Hunrath and Baker now lived and worked in Los Angeles and
occassionally visited Williamson who made his home in Prescott, Arizona.

On June 28, 1953 a friend of *hmrath, a Mr. Wilbur J. Wilkinson, a fore-
man who worked at an electrical plant located in Racine, Wisconsin; moved
to Los Angeles. Wilkinson had helped Hunrath with the '"Bosco" gadget and
no doubt wondered what had happoened to the queer machine.

When Hunrath and Raker went to Arizona to confer with Williamson some-
time in August 1953, Wilkinson went along and soon this latest addition to
group was acting as silly as the rest. The four men took on ''space
names.'' Wilkinson called himself '"Ramu." Humrath wanted to be known as
“Firkon." Baker named himself ‘Markon' and Williamson assumed the moni-
ker *Mark III." Moreover, the men from California began to have "visions"
like Williamson. During these '‘visions' which took place in a trance-like
state, so they claimed, the men uttered a lot of gibberish which was tape
recorded for later study.

Illness in Baker's family forced him to leave the group,however, when his
mother became so sick she needed Baker to nurse her back to health, but as
it turned out his mother's illness cured Baker of his own affliction. After
leaving Williamson and the others, Baker came to his senses,

Williamson would eventually author a number of nonsense-filled books and
magazine articles on saucers and so-called "space messages," remaining a promin-
minent personality in UFO society for years. .

thmrath and Wilkinson carried on and developed an especially bizarre belief.
They believed that:'"...the end of the Earth was nearing, and that strange



PLANE VANISHES IN MYSTERY

Wife Fears Hubby in
Flying Saucer Kidnap

BY CHABLES RIDGWAY, Mirror S81aff Reporter
Two missing electricians may have been kidnaped by just cant belp but think fiying
Interplanetary invaders In a flying saucer, fears Mrs, Wi mwm.m something to do
bur J. Wilkinson of 1933% LeMoyne Ave,, wife of one of With IL” she concluded,

the missing men.

The two flylng saucer fans, has a den-full of electronic
Wiikingon and Karl Hunrath equipment, radios and tape re-

of 2313 S Flower St took off

It & rented airplane from Gar-

dena Airport last Wednesday
with a threehour gas supply.
Despito a widespread
sentrh, no trace of the plane
or its occopants has been

seen.
w(kinzon’s wife told The
Mirrur today that Hunrath was
an avid believer in 8ying sau-
rera. e and Wilkinson be-
lirvedd the end of the earth was
uraring, and that strange little
men frum the planet “Maser”
weve ready to invade.
Hunt Sancer

Hunrath claimed to know the
wherealiouls of a fiylng saucer
recettly  landed.  Wilkinson's
dest, In their rented hillside
home, iz lined with fiying sau-
cvr piclures, weird signs and
furnulan, which his wife says
were suppoxed to be the new
Interplsnetary language,

“Qf vwurse, 1 don't quite go
for all the Aying saucer taik, but
Kart had  convinced Wihur
they actually existed,” Mrs.
Witkinxon related.

“lfe had tape recordings
of ronversations with men
from other planets who
tandrd bere In saucers.”

Nhw alxo pointed to messages
tarkedt on Wilkirison's walls,
subpoxily received by radlo
from the’ interplanetary viak
turs, One was from a “Prince
Restin of the planet Mager.”

The v'/ukinuum. who have
rhildeen, Patri 1
Judith, % and John, &dzweﬁ
hete (rm Racine, Wia, June
22 Wilhur ix employed by Hofl-
Man itadin Corp,, where he was
";“"‘"Uy promoted to be In
charge of the inspection de; .
meut, Mes. Wilkinson sald.wn

The “%yearold etectrician

“He was planslag to ge
ioto the recordlag busi
ness,” his tearful wife told
The Mirror,

“He really didn't seem too In-
terested in flying saucers exs
cept when Karl Hunrath came
around. Karl was the one whe
talked us into coming to Cal
ifornia because he said he could
actually show a flying saucer
to Wilur.”

Deputy sheriffs took a dim
view of the “saucer kidnaping~

They warned Mra. Wilk-
insoa the two missiag men

might be in for a prisom

term if It ls shown they

“stole® the plane.

Mrs. Wilkinson admitted hav-
Ing an argument with her hus-

band the night before he disap--

peared, but insisted It bad noth-

WILBUR J, WILKINBON
One of missing men.

ing to do with him leaving. *1
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little men from the planet 'Maser' were ready to invade.” 52, Both men, it

13,

seems, met a fate as strange as the ideas they entertained. One day the two
men rented a plane so they could fly to Arizona to visit Williamson. The air-
craft never arrived. The men and the plane vanished. (See newsclipping) s3.

August 22th,
Canada.

A Mr. and Mrs. Will Juby of East Boltomy, Quebec, Canada, noticed a cigar-

shaped object with a silver appearance in the air over the town. The ob-
ject made an odd sound and emitted a stream of smoke as it dropped quickly
out of some clouds. It dropped so low the Juby's thought it would land,
but it stopped its plunge, levelled off, and then zoomed skyward back wp in-
to the clouds. Two other witnesses to the object's appearance were Mr, and
Mrs. Frank Cooper of nearby Lake Memphremagag. They told the press the ob-
ject could not have been any ordinary aircraft and that thev also heard a
furny noise during the time they had the thing in view. 54,

August 23rd.
The first Papuan sighting.

The southern shift of UFO sightings that produced so many reports from
Australia, New Zealand, and other areas in the South Pacific now produced
one from an improbable place:The Territory of Papua, New Guinea.

What makes the report so interesting is that the prime witness was Mr. T.
P. Drury of Australia's Department of Civil Aviation. When the sighting
occurred he was stationed at Port Moresly in the official capacity as Papua
Territory Directory of Civilian Aviation. In keeping with his official
position, Mr. Drury had an extensive background in aviation having piloted
32 types of aircraft. Moreover, his speciality was meteorolgical pheno-
mena. As he himself expressed it, it is doubtful amyone in Papua that
day was more qualified to observe what took place.

Along the coast at Port Moresly runs a road that passes within view of
a Flying Boat base. Mr. Drury was on that road August 23,1953 during an
outing with his family. The sun was high in the sky(11:00 a.m.} and the
weather perfect, in fact no clouds marred the blue sky, something rare in
the humid, tropical region. Even the Owen Stanley Range to the north was
clear of the seeming perpetual mists that cloaked its summits. A movie
enthusiast, Mr. Drury was filming a Papuan native spearing a fish in the
surf, Unconcerned about the sky, Mr. Drury stood in the road letting the
frames click through his French-made camera. His wife, having nothing bet-
ter to do, gazed at the empty blue vault of the heavens. There was nothing
to see until, suddenly, she noticed a speck of white that appeared in the
southwest and rapidly grew into a towering cumulus. Surprised, Mrs. Drury
called to her husband and suggested that the display overhead made a more
interesting subject for filming. Mr. Drury flipped the turret on the cam-
era to the telephoto lens and aimed at the dense creamy mass that was about
50 degrees above the horizon, Now it was Mr. Drury’'s turn to be suprised.
Out of the cloud an elongated silver-colored body shot upward at a 45 de-
gree slant, the object never slackening velocity while still large enough to
be seen by the naked eye as it climbed through the atmospheric haze. While
there was no way of accurately guessing the distance to the cloud from where
he was standing, Mr. Drury was able to say the silver object subtended an
inch at arm’s length. This mysterious silver body left a vapor trail:dense,
clear-cut, white in color, billowing. No sound was heard the entire time.

Mr. Drury believed the cbject to be metallic because it looked silver




14.

and flashed in the sunlight. The mysterious body, from the angle he obser-
ved it, was "sharp in front" and "truncated in the rear."” He qualified his
remark about the rear portion since he admitted the vapor in that area may
have hidden other details,otherwise the object's outline was clear and there
was no indication of wings or fins.

Concerned about the object, Drury immediately checked with Air Traffic
Control at Jackson Airport and also with the R.A.A.F. Since it was his job
to know what was in the air, he should have gotten correct replies. Both
the military and civilian sources told Drury they could not account for the
mystery object. 55.

When developed the film showed a small but interesting image. He sub-
mitted the frames to authorities and later learned that experts from differ-
ent countries viewed them, including some Americans. Eventually the film
was returned to him but the best frames, those that showed the '‘rocket," had
been snipped out leaving only the scenes of the cloud and billowing vapor
trail (Drury thus joined the American UFO photographers of the Great Falls
and Tremonton films as claiming their best frames were cut out and retained
by authorities). 56,

A speculation.

The fast buildup of the cummulus prior to the UFO's take off might be the
subject of some thought. The existence of plently of moisture in the air

is not hard to believe considering the locale. Perhaps the UFO triggered a
huge updraft?

A 94 frame strip was sent to William McMahon, Australian Minister for Air.
UFO researcher Bill Chalker eventually came across negatives of some of the
individual frames of the missing portion of the film. These negatives were
discovered in an Intelligence file dated 1973 belonging to the U.S. Air Force
Directorate of Intelligence. It was also determined that the U.S. Naval
Photographic Interpretation Center, Anacosta, Maryland, had studied the film,
an installation under CIA control. 57.

That the U.S. Air Force requested the film is proven by a document in BLUE
BOOK files. A Joint Message form dated 21 September 53 states:''Request fol -
lowing transmitted AA/Melbourne via cable: Reference Flyobrpt message AFC 3453
dated 8 Sep 53. Message reports sighting by Mr. Drury of New Guinea, Air
Navigation Bureau and states telephoto moving pictures taken by him. Request
effort to obtain (1) all available scientific data on maneuvers of object, (2)
copy of Drury's film and detailed report. Reference replies to TIC-5209." 58.

Air Force Regulation 200-2.

On August 26,1953 Air Force Regulation 200-Z was issued by the order of
the Secretary of the Air Force. The purpose was guidance in the reporting
procedures regarding dissemination of UFO information. Section A of AFR
200-2 was critical as it gave instruction on the military's responsibility
and objectives, definitions, and most importantly the base commander report-
ing guidelines. The strictures implicit in the instruction had to do with

. * A sketch of the best frame of the Drury film was made by a Andrew Tomas, a
member of the Sydnev, Australia, UFO Investigation Center. The sketch was
reproduced in the UIC's March 1958 publication UFO Bulletin.
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the release of UFO reports to the public. What it did was to forbid the
release of UFO information at an Air Base level by local commanders unless
a report had a known explanation. The press and concerned civilians were
thus denied access to vital data from sources like military pilots, aircraft
control tower operators, and other military personnel. The regulation also
urged the quick forwarding of UFO reports to BLUE BOOK, but as UFO expert
Dr. James McDonald later lamented, at .BLUE BOOK the data did not receive
the proper scientific consxderatxon 59.
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Davidson and Adamski.
Dr. Leon Davidson continued to pursue his bizarre theory that Adamski had
been duped by federal agents, penning yet another letter to the Californian

on August 26,1953 to ask if Adamski was absolutely sure the saucer pilot he
met was not an ordinary human. 60,

The FBI and the IFSB. ~

It was a shock to civilian UFO buff Gray Barker when a FBI agent called
on him in his Clarksburg, West Virginia, business office on August 26,1953,
Chasing flying saucers was just a hobby to Barker who made his living oper-
ating a motion picture booking service, so he was deeply puzzled when the
FBI agent inquired about his UFO activities. Barker became a little scared
he had broken some law. The FBI agent took a business card from his pocket
and asked Barker:'What's this all about?' 61. The card read:
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GRAY BARKER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR

INTERNATIONAL FLYING
SAUCER BUREAU

The card was certainly familar to Barker. The IFSB director, Al Berder,
had printed up a batch and presented a mmber to Barker, perhaps to make
Barker's volunteer position as a disc detective more impressive. Nervous,
Barker.showed the FBI agent some IFSB paperwork and attempted to explain
that the group’s "Department of Investigation™ was just a means to check
some of the more interesting UFO reports.* That seems to satisfy the agent
who then mentioned a man's name and asked if Barker knew the fellow. Barker
didn't recognize the name and even forgot it afterward. The agent then said
the business card with Barker's name on it was taken off a man being treated
at Clarksburg's St. Mary's Hospital who apparently had suffered an epilepsy
attack. The FBI agent said nothing further, thanked Barker, and left.

The mystery of the agent's visit deepen when Barker pondered how the FRI
got one of his cards since he was suspicious of the ''sick man at the hospit-
al" explanation. Barker remembered had only given out five cards, and
all five had been given to good friends of his. Checking with his friends,
Barker found that all five still had their cards in their possession. Barker
then recalled he gave one to a serviceman who had given him a 1lift when he
needed a ride to Clarksburg. Barker remembered talking about UFOs and giving
away a card.

Barker drew up a written account on the agent's visit,and while he believed
the FBI inquiry was merely a routine affair, he suggested that Al Bender be
prepared if the FBI questioned him at some future date. Bender, Barker wrote,
should develope a policy and seek legal advice. Bender was on vacation at the
time and did not reply until September S, 1953. 62.

-August 29th. Muncie, Indiana.

Witnesses located 18 miles northeast of Mucie, Indiana, on August 29, 1953,
reported a strange light in the evening (10:30 p.m.} sky. The light changed
color and made radical moves. The light hovered, darted left to right, and
as well as up and down. 63.

August 31st.
Vernon, France.

The incident at Muncie in the U.S. couldn't begin to compare with another
case in Vernon, France, the following day. The story from Vernon was so in-
triquing the French civilian UFO group OQuranos sent M. Marc Thirouin to in-
vestigate.

*By July 1953 IFB had an International Council, and foreign branches in
Great Britain, Canada, France, New Zealard, and Australia,




17,

There were a number of witnesses and all their accounts agree. M. Thir-
ouin chose to quote a constable, M. Henry Buch. A shorten version of M.
Buch's testimony is given here. L

The constable was not on duty at the time, but at home standing in his
front yard, With him that evening was his wife and his son. Their atten-
tion was drawn skyward by the sound of a jet plane and only then did they
notice a UFD near the jet. An object was visible plunging earthward at a
" very high speed. Iiistead continuing its terrific dive, much to Buch's sur-
prise, the object halted, hovered, and then began to fly in wide circles
above Vernon. ‘Watching the UFO sweep through the sky, Buch noticed three
more such objects at a much higher altitude brilliant in the sun's light
and performing wild aerial maneuvers. The trio played follow-the-leader
from west to east but not in a straight line. The three performed mamy non-
geometrical evolutions, taking five mintues to cross the sky.

Excited, Buch summoned his landlord to also witness the skyshow, and
while doing so his wife spotted six more objects parked in the air at about
15,000 feet.

All the objects could not have been too high unless they were tremendous
in size. The smallest amy one of the objects appeared at arm's length was
the size of a ping-pong ball. In shape the objects suggested a rugby ball,
large in the center, smaller at the extremities. 64.

Ruppelt makes the trex to Palomar.

A verson would be sure to ask if BLUE BOCK ever received inquiries about
Adamski? That question is answered by Edward Ruvpelt with a resounding
"heck yes!" The famous photos were never much of an issue since the 'scout
ship" pictures were examined by the ATIC photo lab and written off as meaning-
less. A "ten-year-old with a Brownie" could have faken it, the experts deter-
mined. The pressure on BLUE BOOK came from the bags of letters from the pub-
lic demanding Adamski be officially recognized, so Ruppelt relented a bit and
went to California sometime during the summer of 1953, traveling incognito, un-
unannounced and dressed in civilian clothes.* Ruppelt found Adamski, as did
Gray Barker, at the Palomar Gardens Cafe helping out in the dining area.

The "'restaurant' was small, a short lunch counter with just four stools and
and perhaps 3-4 tables. A convenient rack displayed prints of the supposed
"Vensian scoutship' so, if one wanted, they could buy a flying saucer photo
along with their hamburger. .

There were a dozen or so people in the place when Ruppelt arrived and when
the BLUE BOOK chief took a chair he overheard some of the customers ask the
the fellow waiting on tables a question in an almost revernt tone. They
queried the elderly gentleman collecting empty beer hottles:"Are you Adamski?"
Adamski replied in a soft voice using slightly broken English, acknowledging
that he was noneother than the man that had photographed a craft from another
world and had conversed with its pilot.

Stressing his background as a poor youth of little education, a son of
Polish immigrants, Adamski painted himself as a simple honest man who was mis-
understood by his detractors. He insisted he wasn't a madman.

* This is the impression given Ruppelt's written account.
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Adamshe ki took the time to relate all of his adventures to anyone who wanted
to hear,

Ruppelt noted that the man's general appearance was an asset:old but clean
overalls, graying hair and the "most honest pair of eyes he had ever seen."

Listening to George's outlandish tale, Ruppelt was incredulous people in
the cafe never challenged some of the more dubious details. The BLUE BOOK
chief got up and left,still convinced the Palomar contactee was all hokum,
not that he really expected otherwise. There was only one consolation for
Adamski, when a succession of imitators stepped forward, like the Redondo
Beach mechanic Truman Bethurum, they never quite measured up to the sage of
Palomar Gardens Cafe. Adamski, wrote Ruppelt, was the "maestro' of the con-
tactees. 6S. .

September.
UFOs: a French view.

A Lt. Plantier of the French Air Force evidently was inspired by Canada's
project MAGNET. He concocked a theory similar to Wilber Smith's suggesting
that the flying discs have power plants that utilized cosmic rays and electro-
magnestism, although Jimmy Guieu takes credit for some seminal thoughts about
the idea in his novel Beyond the Infinite. Plantier's theory was expounded
in the September 1953 Issue of Forces Aeriemmes Francaises. An appendage to
the article requested the readership to forward DOFO observations to the mili-
tary magazine. Plantier added:

"] earnestly wish that a serious investigation of the kind which is
being carried on in the United States would enlist the attention of the
public interested in this strange problem. Any explanation, even if it
involves the revelation of peril for our country or our planet, is pre-
ferable to the present apathy. The scoffers, the sceptics and the uncon-
cerned have never been builders and sustainers of human achievements.' 66.

Spain.
On an unspecified evening in September, 1953, at Santona, Spain, it was
reported:"...Mr. F. Campana saw a solid object rise from the sea about 3500m

away and fly vertically for about one mimute. . It was bright blue in color."
67.

UFO circles airfield. -

At the Sidi Slimane Air Base, French Morocco, on September 2nd, the crew
of an American C-47 encountered a UFO during a training flight. At 9:14 p.
m. an unusually bright white light was seen:

"The object was first sighted by the co-pilot at 2114 hours which was
called to the attention of the pilot. The light was first observed at

an estimated altitude of about 4,000 feet above the C-47. The object's
rate of closure was very fast and followed a near collision course in re-
lation to the C-47. The approaching object, when level with the C-47,
executed a 180 degree descending turn at an unestimated high speed. Tur-
ing the second 180 degree turn, the object descended to 700 feet or below.
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While descending, the object definitely decreased in speed, then made a 90
degree turn toward the main highway that parallels Sidi Slimane Air Base at
which point it appeared stationary. The light then disappeared.

"The observers flew the C-47 in a 360 degree circle in order to continue
observation of the cbject. The light could be sighted at all times by the
observers and was seen for approximately three minutes. The C-47's speed
was 140 mph at an altitude of 6,000 feet. The nearest point at which the
object was observed was between one-quarter and one-half mile distance,
while maximm distance of observation was approximately eight miles, Visi-
bility during sighting was 20 miles plus. The sky was clear with no moon.
Winds were calm,

"Sidi Slimane Control Tower was contacted when the object was first sighted
and reported no aircraft in the vicinity.

"Air Traffic Control at Casablanca, French Morocco, was contacted and re-
ported no aircraft in the area except two naval aircraft in the vicinity of
Port Lyautey, approximately 25 miles from Sidi Silmane Air Base. The air
crew of the C-47 previously observed the naval aircraft on their flight to
Sidi Slimane Air Base.'’ 68. (See drawings)

September 3rd.
"It threw a tree branch at me."

A wild tale came out of Cleveland, Ohio, on September 3rd. According to
a 18-year-old youth maned Cashman, a large glowing, humming,object was flitting
around among the treetops of Bedford Park. The thing hovered and whizzed
around. Cashman claimed the object:'...threw a branch of a tree at him.” 69,
A couple of days later(September Sth) the same object reappeared in the park

and this time some kids attempted to approach the object. e thing was said
to have "thrown a rock." This time one boy was hurt, 70.
September 4th,

Mysterious green object over Arizona/New Mexico.
A Flyobrpt reported that on the 4th:

"At 2030 hours a greenish blue pulsating light similar to an ex-
haust flame was observed for two minutes duration. They (the aircrew
of an Air Force C-47) estimated it to be approximately two feet in d::Lao
meter and moving at a speed exceeding 500 wph in the opposite direction
of their aircraft, roughly paralleling its flight path at a distance of
twenty-five miles. The C-47 was following a magnetic heading of 246 de-
grees and the heading of the object was estimated to be between 70 and
80 degrees magnetic heading. The altitude of the C-47 was 10,000 feet
and the altitude of the object appeared to be between 18 and 20,000
feet, The weather was CAVU with no moon. The location of the obser-
vation was 30 east of Winslow, Arizona in the vicinity of Holbrook.

"The pilot contacted the CAA station at Winslow and reported the ob-
servation. CAA called back that that their radar equipment was unable
to track the unidentified object. After a short radio silence the
station again contacted the pilot and stated that the CAA station at
Zuni reported the same observation." 71,

Because the miltary was jittery about green-colored flying objects in the
U.S. southwest, telexes were immediately send to gather more information. It
was learned that a Marine aircraft #0833 was also in the area at the time
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and its pilot observed the same object. The Marine pilot stated that he was
flying at an altitude of 11,000 feet and was about 55 miles west of Zumi
when the strange object appeared.’

2uni Radio said it had two men on duty when the flying light passed by,
and both of the men sighted an intense white light for a few seconds in the
southeast sky moving in an eastern direction. This white light flashed
four or five times and seemed to be at an altitude of 18-20,000 feet,

The Marine pilot said the flying light he saw was "dusty-looking' as if it
was surrounded by vapor. 72.

The comment of the officer that prepared the report on the case expressed
doubt the light in question was from an aircraft. Referring to the C-47 crew's
observation; the officer wrote:'Because of the headon paths of flight, this ob-
ject would not appear to be a normal jet exhaust,” 73,

September 6th.

Moving north to south at an estimated 200 mph, a “clam-shaped"” object, sil-
ver gray in color, passed over Greenfield, Massachusetts, at 6:05 p.m., on
September 6,1953, The witnesses were Mr. and Mrs. Maynard Tirrall. 74,

Encounter over Chio.

There was a series of sightings of a dazzling flying light by a Lt. “S.D.S"
and his wingman. Piloting FG-1D Corsairs, the two U.S. Navy Reservists had
their first encounter at 8 p.m. during a flight between Indianapolis and Co-
lumbus. The extremely bright point of light passed beneath the two planes
some 2,000 feet below and then zoomed upward out of sight. An hour later ap-
parently the same light was noticed directly above the two Corsairs. No move-
ment of the light was detected. After a couple of minutes the light vanished.
Shortly thereafter the light reappeared off to the left at the same level. It
appeared to be motionless when first seen but it quickly went into a dive and
then went into a climb that took it out of sight. 75.

September 7th,
"Erratic speed, erratic course."

A round, red, pea-sized(at arm's length) object was watched by a 41-year-
old Sales Fngineer and a 37-year-old housewife, as it maneuvered above Omaha,
Nebraska, on the 7th of September, at 0450Z, The weat“er was clear, with no
clouds in the morning sky.

The most interesting thing about this brief report was the reported motion
of the UIFD, The object displayed erratic speed in short bursts and moved in
an erratic course in short legs. 76.

September 9th. Bender's reply.

Al Bender of IFSB returned from vacation September Sth and read the letter
from Gray Barker reporting on the the visit of an FBI agent. Bender immediate-
1y permed a reply, and in his missive he rejected Barker's opinion that the
visit was probably nothing to worry about., The IFB chief assumed that the
government was vitally interested in the IFSB organization. 77, That same
day Bender comvened a meeting of his Space Review staff and reached an agree-
ment to annoumcé a “'reorganization' of TFSB in the Review's October issue. 78.

Australia.

At Kingaroy, Queensland, Australia, on September 9th a UFO was seen that
was described as a ""log, or short telegraph pole." 79.
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"Zig-zag flight.”
Army reports UFO to the Air Force:

"Time: 12/0600-0610Z Sep 1953.

Location: Object observed in a northeasterly direction from Hq 2d
Army, Ft Meade, Md., in the direction of Laurel, Md.
(about 1 or 2 miles from Ft. Meade).

Altitude: Estimated 5-6,000 feet.

Direction: Moving from NE to N very swiftly, zig-zagging, rising
rapidly, stopping, and then moving off rapidly again.

Description: Single golden light similiar to a star and about four
(4) times as large. Disappeared for 2-3 seconds then
reappeared.

Speed: Faster than any known a/c and very maneuverable.

Source: Two (2) EM from Ft. Meade can be contacted thru G-2, 2s
Army .

Comments: 2d Army evaluation F-2. Andrews AFB was contacted and
had also observed the phenomena at approximately the same
time and same place. No radar contact was established."
80.

September 13th.

A Pennsylvania road repair crew working a job in the mountains claimed a
"rotating turret-top object was stationary above them for % of an hour. The
thing was also seen making some back and forth flights above a small town
in the area. Radar contact was claimed. No more information is available.
81.

More missives between Davidson and Adamski.

The epistolary exchange between Adamski and Dr. Leon Davidson continued.
Playing up to Davidson's apparent gullibility, Adamski asserted in a letter
dated September 14,1953 that the Venusian pilot was very human-like in ap-
pearance,and then the Californian stated:'Thousands of them today are walk-
ing the streets of every nation on Earth, but not yet revealing their
identities...Time will prove the truth of this statement." 82.

The Forteans. -

The Fortean publication Doubt under the strict control of its editor,
Tiffany Thayer, had maintained a blackout on flying saucer stories. The
magazine's subscribers were flustrated and wrote in to complain about the
conspicuous absences of their new found hero that was so dramatically per-
plexing. Thayer, beleaguered by reproofs, finally broke his self-imposed
silence on the subject in issue No. 43 (Fall, 1953). As the supreme
Fortean theologian, Thayer wrote that the first prerequisite of loyal fol-
lowers of the Fortean faith was to abandon a belief when a majority of the
populace incorporate it into it's reasoning. One should pause and re-
flect on the fact that Thayer, opposed to all kinds of dogmatism, should
resort to a doctrine and cast out the most puzzling absurity to come his
way, the flying saucer mystery.
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Mid-September. Keyhoe and LOCK.

UFOs were about to break into print in a big way as Donald Xeyhoe's new
book, Flving Saucers From Quter Space, was finished and ready for public-
ation.” LOOK magazine expected'gn"aé'spread public interest so it brought
the right to print excerpts. Prior to publication the magazine submitted
galley proofs of Keyhoe's writings to the Pentagon due to the sensational
assertions in the material that appeared to have official sanction(Keyhoe
quoted many military men and government spokesmen). Mildly put, Keyhoe's
writings clashed with current official policy of downplaying the aerial
riddle. A book was bad enough, but excerpts in the vastly popular LOOK,
second only to Life magazine in national circulation, gave the ex-Marine
flyer national exposure True magazine could never match. Keyhoe was now
big league.

The LOOK article centered around nine cases in Keyhoe's book which were
taken directly from Air Force BLUE BOOK files and the censors in the Pen-
tagon were not sure the material had been properly declassified. )

An Air Force Colonel got on the phone to chew out Edward Ruppelt (Who had
just received his separation papers},but the now ex-BLUE BOOK chief told
the officer looking for flaws in the unexplained cases was a hopeless task
since Keyhoe was relying on detailed official records.

The next person to feel the heat was ex-UF0 Pentagon Press Desk spokes-
man Al Chop. The Air Force sent a Colonel James Dowling and a Lt. Hugh
Day to Chop's home in California to ask how Keyhoe got his hands on "secret
UFO reports.” The two officers were under the impression Keyhoe was.
claiming he had been slipped classified data. Chop felt compelled to for-
ward a signed statement to the Pentagon denying any wrong doing.

When the Colonel and lieutenant left, Chop phoned Keyhoe in Virginia and
informed him of the uproar. Kevhoe was dumbfounded and suggested a plot
to sabotage the debut of Flving Saucers From Quter Space. When Frank Ed-
wards learned of the excitement he also smelled a plot so he permitted
Keyhoe five minutes on national radio to explain the situation.

Edwards and Keyhoe may have overacted up to this point but before
Keyhoe went on the air, Edwards found out that the Air Force was making
LOOK print a long preface to the article, to be written by the military,
discussing meteors, balloons, mirages, etc., and including the standard
language that declared there was no evidence of visitors from other planets.
In a good example of overkill, sprinkled throughout the article were official
Air Force inserts criticzing the contents! 83,

Ruppelt leaves. Did he leave a '"Believer?”

Once the 4602nd Intelligence Squadron was fully prepared and briefed
to assume field investigations of UFD reports, E. J. Ruppelt was free to
leave BLUE BOOK. In September Ruppelt bade farewell to active duty,
leaving A 1/C Max Futch in charge at ATIC's UFQ desk. - 84.

What was Ruppelt's opinion of UFOs as he walked out the door into
civilian life? We have to ccmsu‘lit the controverségl rm's‘;:d edition of
Ruppelt's book, The rt on Unidentified Flyi jects:"1 was very
skeptical when I finished my tour of active'iyutgyg.. 85. Can we be sure
the statement was true?

Bender's September 16th letter.

Gray Barker received another commmication from IFSR chief Al Bender on
September 16th which contained routine matters except for a few remarks
about the *FBI incident." Barker was preparing an article concerning the
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experience for the next issue of the organization's magazine Space Review,
Bender suggested that the words "FBI agent" be deleted in favor of the words
"members of the United States Govermment."

There was something else that Bender wrote which seemed odd to Barker and
which made no sense at the time, Bender informed Barker that no more mem-
berships would be accepted. 86.

Still more on the Roe "saucer plane.”

The latest newspaper comment on Canada's ''super-secret flying saucer' con-
tained this intriquing paragraph:‘'Precisely what the Canadians --and U.S. Air
Force officers-- don't want known is the principle on which the ship will
fly --how it will be powered, steered, and gotten off, and on, the runway.”
(See newspaper clipping)

September 19th,

Jeron King Criswell predicted on television that the U.S. government
would make an ammouncement anent flying saucers on December 10, 1953. 87,

September 22nd.
"Tumbling cigar."”

It was morning at the Ontario International Airport, Ontario, California.
Four men tinkered with an Air Force F-89 jet interceptor parked on the air-
field repair apron. An Air Force officer, 1st Lt. Robert Starr and his
crew chief Muir Punk, were checking the fighter with the help of two North-
rup Aircraft field inspectors, one named Richard Lierd and another we only
know as a Mr, Houseman., The four men made a good group of witnesses for
what happened next.

According to what the men told the Ontario Daily Report, an unfamiliar
sound caused them to look skyward. There in theé sk¥, tumbling downward,
was a dark, cigar-shaped object. With their background in aviation, the
men witnessing this quickly assumed a military plane had jettisoned a wing-
tip tank, a cigar-shaped metal container used to carry extra fuel and de-
signed to be detached by the pilot when combat was imminent.

Quoting Lt. Starr, the Daily Report reported:

"We wondered why the pilot had jettisoned the tip-tank and watched
as it tumbled end over end, free-falling toward the ground. We
watched it for six or eight --maybe ten seconds before the object
suddenly stopped its fall and seemed to change in shape.

"It seemed to change once, halted in the air and became circular with
a luminous sheen. It streaked to the north disappearing in five
seconds,

"I would be afraid to guess at the altitude of the craft or its
speed, but it flew faster than anything I have ever seen in the way
of aircraft and I've watched a good may experimental flights...” 88,

September 25th. Truman Bethurum and "Aura Rahnes.”

As can be seen by the newsclipping accompaning this text, an Adamski
imitator, Truman Bethurum of Redondo Beach, received his share of press
attention. Bethurum emulated Adamski by claiming a desert meeting with a
flying saucer crew, aliens that were suppose to be from a "planet Clarion”
that was 'behind the Moon." Moreover, Bethurum's prime contact was a
lovely female who called herself "Aura Rhanes."
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According to Bethurum his space friends were very human-like with Latin
type faces and wouldn't be out of place on any street in America, in fact,
the Redondo contactee said he wouldn't be surprised if many of the Clarions
were living in the cities on Earth undetected. )

One part of this story is of special interest. The newsclipping that
accompanies this text titled '"Section Two" says at the end that "Air Force
men had visited Bethurum" and that the Redondo contactee had asked the
military agents if they wanted him to stop talking. The agents, stated
Bethurum, replied '"No sir, keep up the good work." (See newspaper clipping)

According to Meal Kearney, a UFO investigator in the midwest:

""A Maquoketa, Iowa couple while driving on a small country road Sunday,
September 27, at 4 P.M. observed a large circular disc above the tree-
tops south west of town. When an attempt was made to get a closer view
the object streaked away at a rapid rate of speed. The disc was tilted
at an angle of 45 degrees and what appeared to be a dome was clearly
visible."” 89.

September 28th. Maryland,
Maryland:

One evening late in September astronomer Dr. James C. Bartlett, a skeptic
of UFOs, was peering at the star Fomalhaut with seven-power binoculars. It
was Dr. Bartlett's habit to make almost nightly informal observations of
heavenly bodies from his home in Baltimore. His interest on this night
was fixed on a transit of Fomalhaut, but some strange slowly moving lights
were noted in another part of the dark sky. Training his binoculars on
the lights, Dr. Bartlett saw to this astonishment that the lights were
coming from two enormous cylindrical masses cruising along at about 3,000
feet altitude. The two dark objects were so big and close they filled the
binoculars field of vision. The lights came from glowing "cabins" in the
nose sections and from "‘ports' along the sides. While ne descerned a kind
of "piston engine" noise,' the objects were not airliners or dirigibles.

Dr. Bartlett kept the sighting secret, believing he had seen a 11.S. se-

cret weapon but by 1957 it became apparent to him he had seen nothing made
by the U.S. or Russia. 90,

Something "fishy?"

A letter on UFOs authored by a scientist was published in the respected
journal Science in 1966. The letter prompted another from E.A. Seaman, a
fishery biologist who admitted he felt better after seeing the UFO subject
aired in the august publication since he had "almost felt ashamed'" to admit
he too had seen a "flying saucer."

Like Dr. Bartlett's sighting, the incident took place in the Fall of
1953 but the exact date was not recalled.

On a sumy afternoon with the atmosphere crystal-clear, Mr. Seaman and
two other biologists were travelling in an auto along a road in the east-
ern panhandle of West Virginia. During the drive all three men caught
sight of what the newsnapers called a "flying saucer.” The object was
only about a mile from the road, 20-30 feet wide, and glistening in the
sun's rays.

The "saucer' shot upwards, and then to the left, and then to the right.
Finally it sank verv close to the horizon before making a phenomenal zoom
in a sweeping cruved path that took it out of sight. All three of the
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Air Research Aides See
Canada ‘Saucer’ Project |

Lt. Gen. Donald L. Putt, head of the Air Research-
and Development Command here, and Maj. Gen. James,
McCormack, vice-commander of the ARDC, returned to.
RBaltimore Saturday, after gettmg a ground-ﬂoor shmpse
of Canada’s auper-secret, px | “flying saucevr.” _ ¢

Reports from Canada said
Air Force officers smdied a
“wooden mockup” of the plane,
which Canadians, for under-
standable reasons, prefer to call
2 “flying disc”

The fact remains, howaver,
that » disc is somewhat sauter-
shaped, and a disc is some-
what disc-shaped, 3o  the l
Canadiare plane, if it flies,
probably will become the
world’s first flying saucer to 1
mioat people.

reports also make as- -
tounding claims for the saucer.
such as a potential speed of 1.500
miles an hour, greater maneuv- '
erability than other sircraft, and;
& greater cruising radius, f
- . ®

v b e

WHATEVER conclusions the
two generals and other ARDC
officers reached, however, on the
basis of thelr visit to the A, V.|
Roe plant at Malton airport near.
Toronto, was strictly off the rec.
ord. The ARDC press relations
affice pointed out that. as guests|
on the Canadian tour, the ARDC!
men could not be "so impolite‘"
as_to_talk about what they saw.|

The fact that Canada has been'
experimenting with a saucer-like’
fighter model has been known, '
however, for about *ix months,’
with the aircraft said to be still
in the drafting board stage, with.
Qut 30 much as even a “mock-
up” on view.,

Precissly what the Canadians
—and U.8.Alr Force cfficers.
don't want known is the priae«
ciple on which the ship wall
fiy~—how it will be powered,
steered, and gotten off, and
on, ths runway,

is no doubt, lhowever,
on the part of asrodynamicists
here that a saucer-shaped craft
will Jly--a fact which can be
demonstrated on a miniature
scale by any picnicker who ever
sailed a paper plaie through the
air, or any small boy who has
“skipped” % flat, round stone on
the water,

P
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men{one was an ex-P38 fighter pilot) agreed they had seen one of those
mysterious flying saucers but when Seaman urged they contact the newsmedia,
that was something they could not agree on. One of the biologists suggest-
ed that to do so would invite ridicule, the story being classified as "fishy"
due to their occupational titles, 91.

September 29th.
“None were thought to be of any particular significance.”" (See clipping)

AF DENIES IT HAS!
SECRET_PHOTOS
OF SPACE SHIP§,;

WASHINGTON, Sept. 29. t
~{$—The Alr Force today
denled an assertion by Don. |
ald E. Keyhoe, 1 retired
Marine Corps major, that'it
has secret. motion pictures
proving that “flying saucers!’
are interplanetary eraft, . £}

A spokesman said that'in
the last two years a few
persons have sent in<still ..
photographs and motidn pie
tures of what they took to
?:cmunldenﬂﬂed Qying ob-

The spokesman said these
f8ims were returned o the
owners alter study, and
none were labeled secret un.
less the owner requested it. 1
l-ui: xgctlz& bt!;at none were |

" thoug of any partie.
ular gignificance. m" o

P

Kevhoe had a good reason for making his assertion about "secret motion pic-
tures.” Delbert Newhouse had told Keyhoe the Air Force had returned a blurred
copy of the famous Tremonton UFO film, keeping the original, and had released
no detailed evaluation. The military simply told Newhouse the frames '‘proved
nothing.” There was no hint the film had caused any excitement, debate, or
puzzlement, but it certainly had. Through his own sources Keyhoe learned of
the Navy's sensational test results and being aware of those results he wasn't
about to Tet the Air Force get away with saying it knew no photographic
evidence:"...of any particular significance." 92.

**Cigar" over France.

A hour before midnight workers in a vineyard outside Carces, Var, France,
watched a "'flying cigar' that loitered in the sky for about 15 mintues be-
fore being cloaked bv clouds. A flashing red light of great brilliance
was emitted from the UFO., 93,

Publication day. September 30th. Adamski's book.

While Keyhoe was still in the process of rushing his "serious' UFO book
to print, in England publishing House Werner laurie issued Adamski's Flying
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Saucers Have Landed, and whatever one's view of the UF)Q question, be he a

student of Keyhoe or of Dr. Menzel, he has to admit the Californian volume
is a classic of its type.

The time was ripe for a UFO book and Adamski's work attracted many buy-
ers and was widely reviewed. Both national and local newspapers in England
devoted long colums of print to discussing the writings of the American.
Even Punch had some thougtful things to say and of course the magazine's
artist drew a cartoon.

There were critics that simply called Adamski a record breaking liar, yet
a few were more charitable and gave the author some benefit of a doubt, like
the Observer's Charles Davy.

Not knowing Adamski's background or the real circumstances surrounding
the Venusian yarn, there was little to prevent the Californian from becoming
an instant cult hero. The metaphysical crowd was fasinated. Saucers were
once again big news in Pngland, a dorment subject since 1950. 94,

Some believed Adamski's book was a disaster for the serious study of the
UFQ question, yet Englishman Charles Bowen found that the publication was in
fact the agency of some good, that great mumbers of reasonable people would

. be introduced to the subject and would want to know more without necessarily

accepting Adamsk's version of the sky mystery. In fact, the vehement con-
troversy that followed in the wake of the book's publication helped lay the
groundwork for the later founding of the world-famed UFO magazine Flying
Saucer Review. 95.

"Huge tennis ball."

The Adamski bock would have gotten a bigger boost in English sales if the
British War Office had chosen to release some official UFO news at the time
it occurred on September 14, 1953, and again on September 22nd, which was
just prior to the publication of Flying Saucers Have Landed. Mysterious ra-
dar echoes were recorded by London AIr Défense on the 14th, and on the 22nd,
with both returns indicating an object 150 feet in diameter. A Sgt. Harry
Waller of the 256th Heavy Anti-aircraft Regiment stationed in southwest Lon-
don reported to his superiors:

"There was a strong echo on the screen, so 1 looked through the tele-
scope and there it was, just like a tennis ball. It was dead white
and completely circular. I couldn't see it with the naked eye. The
sky that day was very clear and blue with only a few high clouds. The
object was stationary for about 15 mintues. Then it started moving off.
"It couldn't have been a balloon. To get the kind of signal we got it
must have been metallic. It must have been huge." 96.

One supposes the military could have a voided making the incident known,
yet in November the newsmedia was informed, resulting in some stunning pub-
licity for the UFO problem.

September 30th.

Approximately 7:30 p.m. on September 30, 1953, the owner of the Capital
Equipment Company, Silver Springs, Maryland, was leaving his home when he
happened to look up. The air was very clear. The man saw:"...a spheriod
shaped silver object, appearing approximately 6 to 8 feet in diameter..."
97. Also:"The object appeared to be gliding at about 300 feet over a house
across the street, and was gliding parallel to Colesville Road, a southwest
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direction, and seemed to iand on an adjacent golf course, the Indian Spring
Country Club. The object did not give off any light, although it was very
bright. He saw the object for approximately 10 seconds." 98,

October.

Meanwhile, in Canada, although very busy with his UFO detection station
located at Shirley Bay, Wilbert Smith was quick to read Adamski's Flying
Saucers Have Landed when it became available, finding some of the material
intriquing since it dealt with a supposed electro-magnetic engine and that
seemed to correlate with some of his own ideas. He need not have been so im-
pressed. Evidently Smith was ignorant of how extensive such ideas were in
UFO literature(Adamski, it can be argued, brrowed a lot from Frank Scully)
or to vwhat extent some theories were being circulated. Smith wrote Keyhoe

in October 1953 and mentioned that perhaps Adamski knew something worth in-
vestigating.

Smith would not have been so kind to Adamski if he knew where it would
all lead to:

"As sensational stories began to share space with serious UFO articles
and no conclusive evidence was produced to resolve the controversy sci-
entifically, certain goverrment officials began to get nervous about
Magnet's close association with DOT and its continuing drain on federal
personnel and money.'" 99,

Adamski's story --a confirmation?

Publisher Girvan was taking comfort in the review ofo?yiﬂg Saucers Have
Landed by Charles Davy in the October 4th issue of the Observer. It was
not like having it in the London Times, but it was believed to be the next
best thing. Davy had not rejected Adamski outright and had taken pains to
consider various alternatives to a hoax. 100.

"Norwich scoutship."”

The Norwick, England, Zastern Evening News contacted Girvan on October
8th with the news that an amateur astronomer, a Mr. F.W. Potter, was claim-
ing he had made some observations of an oval-shaped UFO the night of October
6th in the sky above Norwich, and that the man's account might be of inter-
est to the promoter of the Californian contactee's story.

The vital part of Mr. Potter's account reads:

"The rays or beams of light could be seen distinctly from the dome
and attached beneath it was a much larger and flatter dome with a
protruding band running in a circumference around its edge.

*This was clearly seen in the telescope by the rays of light thrown
out from the aperture in the top dome. The underneath of the large
flattened bottom dome was hollow and appeared to be glowing red, but
there were no vapour trails or gases to be seen." 101.

It had to be, Girvan assumed, a Venusian scoutship like the one photo-
graphed by the American George Adamski! 102. Girvan, however, may well
have been swept up in the excitement of the times considering subsequent
English episodes like the Allingham incident of February 1954 and the Roe-
stenberg case of October 1954. Considering the forementioned cases, we
might assume the Norwich sighting was just a leg pull also.
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Red glow from holow  ir coloir.
at the bottom .

Sketch of the "flying saucer” by F.W.
Potter. This sketch appeared on the
front page of the October 7, 1953 issue
of the Eastern Evening News.
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UFO researcher David Wrightman
suggested that tr. Potter's UFO
bears a close resemblance to an
illustration on the front cover
of the August 1910 issue of the
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Funny light soars over Tinker AFB. (See reproduced document)
October 7th.
UFO chases rocket.

UFO haunted Hollowman AFB, New Mexico, contributed yet another sighting to
the list of puzzling cases on October 7,1953 when a round, dime-like, red-
orange object with a silvery hue appeared in the sky during a test firing of
an aerobee rocket. The airobee was launched nearly vertical, shooting
rapidly and leaving behind a long thin trail of vapor. Watching the rocket
leap skyward, witnesses spotted the UFO approach the vapor trail, veer to the
right for an instant, and then shot straight up through the smoke as if in
pursuit of the speeding missile.

The witnesses were an aeronautical design engineer and an engineering
draftman (names deleted in official records). The men viewed the UFO from
a location four miles south of the rocket launch site. 103,

Object over Scott AFB.

On October 7th at 1:14 p.m. CST; the Funway Control Officer of the 85th
Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Scott AFB, Belleville, Illinios; sighted what
he believed to be a UF0. He wrote:

"Object was first sighted SSE of Scott AFB at approximately a 70 de-
gree angle from the ground. It stood still for approximately 3-4
minutes then rapidly moved in a MW direction and disappeared from
sight in approximately 1 minute. The object was milky white such as
a weather balloon or bright star. When the object first started to
move it appeared to pass beneath a vapor trail left by a nassing air-
craft (B-47) at an altitude estimated at 45,000 feet. 104,

Keyhoe in the spotlight.

One evening in early October DNonald Keyhoe took a plane to New York to
make appearances on a number of television shows and to do some radio in-
terviews. His space visitor theory was proving quite popular.

That beings from the starry reaches were conducting a survey of Earth was
constantly in Keyhoe's thoughts. As his plane lifted off from Washington
National and turned north, Keyhoe gazed through the cabin window at the Vir-
ginia countryside and dreamed about aliens scanning our globle from 500
miles altitude from orbiting motherships that were able to launch small
scout craft for close up excursions. From what he lmew of the saucers,
such a senario had to be true. It was why, for example, the saucers were
often seen climbing straight up after a recormaissance of an area of inter-
est. A recent "mother ship" case suggested to Keyhoe that:'The unknown be-
ings were moving into a new phase of thier operations. It could be part
of a plan for mass landings.™ 10S.

Keyhoe checked into the Commodore Hotel when he arrived in New York, and
after a good nights sleep, he was ready to make the rounds of the radio and
TV studios. The ex-Marine pilot was in his glory. He was to share the
microphone with the big names in the talk show curcuit of the 1950s:Mary
Margaret McBride, Bill leonard, and Bob Considine, to name a few. Keyhoe's
advocacy of the interplanetary answer did not prevent him from receiving a
friendly reception.

That night back in his hotel room Keyhoe slipped into deep thought about
his success. He went to the window and took in the sight of the great New
York metropolitan area spread out before him pondering the possibility of
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Tinker AFB, Oklahoma
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SUBJROT: Report on an Unidentified Object in Flisht )

701 Commander g’} &
Attar Afr Intellogence Diviaslon S\' \}
Wright-Patterson Air Forco Base, Ohlo & %k

The following report on an unidentified airenl object
sighted about 0200 hours, 2 October 1953, 1a sudmitted for your
evoluation and inforsation:

PAQTUAL DATA

(1) 1OCATION OF SIGHTING PERSOUVEL, Tinker Alr Foree

Bage, Oklahoma Oity, Oklahona,

(2) 7n®, 0200 hours, 2 Detoder 1953.

(3) MIITESSES, S/Sgt Dale E. HeCombs, AP-1546S837, Ha
Sq Sect, ?.851!&2: Aty Base Ving, Tloker AFD, Oklahoma City, Oda.,
and PFC Charles E. Brown,U,.S. Army, Serial No. RA-18378191, Fort
S$111, Oxlahoma, .

(4) D3SCRIPTION OF OBJEC? SIGETED. A brisht bdlueish-

white 1ight, wilh a dagree of drightness aad color very remarkadly

similiar to that of the planet Venus (compared at the tize of
sighting as it pansesd, on it's coures, within 10 to 157 of are of
this planet)., It's elze appeared to Yo approximately twice aa
large aa the brightest lst magnitude star or planet visidle in the
sky at that time., It's brightneee from the time of sighting untidl
lagt obmervation 414 not not noticeablo‘ vary.

»
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A, lLocation of vitnesses (Barracks Mo. T-511)

B. EHorisoa obstruotion (Base Post Exchange)

0. Odjeot travelled from "0® to "D in approxirately
two (2) seconds, on courss "A" to "B® described in paragraph (5).

E, At point "D tha object slowed to practically = ston,
then moved.on in a fish-talling Rmotion at a drastically reduced
speed, etopping at point "E® for apvroximately 15 to 30 seconds,
taking approximately three to four minutes to reach point "F%, It
waa obgerved hovering at point "P* for annroximately two minutes,
than the writer prosesded to the Hq Sq Section, 25%5Uth AB ¥ing,
orderly room,” to call the field control towsr, which, could not bde
reached as phone was not answered. Upon return to point of iaitial
observation, about three or four mimutes later, the object counld no
longer be sesn., PF0 Brown, vho had remained to watch object, while
the writer ettempted to call field control tower, had gone into the
barracks to obtain additional witnesses.' . Therefore, neither of the
witneoges obgerved the objects departure,

DISCUSSION

The writer is thoroughly familiar with all conventionzl air
craft lights, neteors, etc., of which he is certaln that it was neither,
The objacts altitude is unknown, but fron eppearance in relatioa ts a
thin scetteriaz of cirro-stratus clouds (about 5 to 1033) of wnick it
wag above, it is believed that 1t ranged in the stratosphere or high-
or, The speed could not be astimated doe to lack of triangliating
reference poiuts, and unknown altitudes, but, from past aircraft
flight obgervation experience, it's speed, other than tiae taree
hovering positions, was in all probability in excass of & thousand
miles per hour at all times, The first portion of sigizted flight,

BGH to %Y referenced in paragraph (6), had to he in the thousands of
mph catagory., It emmitted no audible noise. Surronnding area noise
level wes exceptionally quite, as & result of early moraning hours,

PFC Brown, and the writer, are positive that this was an intellezentily
controlled object. unusual in maneuvering perforrance capabilities,
and in ghort, "like nothing ve've ever seen before®.

Oete £. 420

8/Szt Dale B, lleConbs, AP-15U63517
Bq Sq Sect, 2854th Air Bage Wing
Olilaboma City, Oklahoma
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other vast cities on other planets orbiting stars far away. I!e had learned
just that afternoon that Dr. Harlow Shapley, one time director of Harvard Ob-
servatory, had calulated that a hundred million inhabited worlds must exist.
One hundred million! Xeyhoe was amazed at the estimate. He was sure that
from one of those star systems had come the mysterious machines called flying
saucers. 106,

“Is it a fact that one of the big ones is orbiting us?™

The first week of October Keyhoe drew an assigmment from This Week maga-
zine to interview Admiral Arthur W. Radford, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. The subject of the interview was not UF(Os but the issue of national
defense which happed to be Keyhoe's specialty. When Keyhoe left Radford's
office in the company of the Chairman's press aide, Colonel C.E. Hutchin, the
two passed a Naval officer in the hallway who recognized saucer-expert Keyhoe
and who overheard comments by Keyhoe and the aide about the National Security
Council and the President giving their approval to an article's publication,
etc. etc. Thinking something big was brewing, the Navy Captain took Keyhoe
aside and congratulated him, calling Keyhoe a “‘prophet" and alluding to some
incident at Pearl Harbor. Keyhoe was puzzled until the Captain asked:"Is it
true that one of the big ones is orbiting us?' 107, It then became plain the
Navy officer subject of discussion was UFOs so Keyhoe replied:"Orbiting? You
mean a space base?’ 108. When Keyhoe mentioned that his meeting with Admiral
wgi no; a UFO conference, the Captain uttered an embarassed apology and hurr-
ied off. 109.

The Pearl Harbor case. "I actually saw him!"

The Hawaiian area experienced a mass UFO visitation the evening of August
6th. From 5 p.m. to midnight the activity was intense as some 75 glowing
bodies were seen darting about in the warm night air, at times hovering before
moving on. The UFOs seemed to cluster above Barber Point, Pearl Harbor,
where the Naval Air Station was located. Radar picked up the objects and
they were also visible as flying lights to pilots and control tower operators.

A Navy plane on patrol experienced three headon passes by one UFO about 9
p-m. The near misses alarmed the pilot so much he quickly landed at Barber
field.

Concerned Naval authorities ordered jet fighters aloft to confront any in-
truders. Hours later(2:11 a.m.) one UFO accepted the challenge. As a TV-1
interceptor sped through the atmosphere, its pilot sighted a glowing blob be-
neath his plane vaulting skyward to a point just behind where it paused, a
100 feet astern. It then pulled alongside and paced the jet for about four
seconds before it raced away at several times the fighter's top speed, making
it useless to attempt a pursuit.

As the story goes, the jet returned to base piloted by a verv pale-faced
and frighten man. The ground crew and an officer that met the plane when it
landed all said the shaken jet pilot kept repeating over and over:"I actually
saw him!" 110,

Nothing of this sensational story appears in BLUE BOOK files. Keyhoe re-
ceived word of the incident in Hawaii by air mail letter from a businessman
who lived in Honolulu and who knew Navy authorities.

Keyhoe pondered the letter, unwilling to accept the sory as fact. He mull-
ed the idea that a simple explanation might be found for the account even
though one might believe its confirmation by the Captain in the Pentagon hall-
way who referred to a special Pearl Harbor case. Although Keyhoe was convinced
the Earth was being "visited,’ he had trouble dealing with the delicate poss-
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ibilty the guests from the stars might be scary to behold, perhaps even 'mons-

ters.™ 111.

"This is a voice from outer space."

Keyhoe interview is interrupted.

October

'VOICE

A " o ———— - - > o] o n -

WARNS EARTHMEN

- Call ‘From QOuter Spéce’ ‘
Di'srupt's’};gadio Program !

NEW YORK, Oct. 7.P—A
telephone caller claiming to .be
“from outer space” Interrupted
a local radio show this morning
and sent the listening publie Into
one of the biggest spins gince
Orson Welles panicked the coun.
try with his “men from Mars”
broadeast 15 years ago.

The callers warning to “earth.
men” to cease preparations for
war "cr;our planet will be an-
mhilated” sent hundreds of pan-
‘icky listeners to their telephones
hears
he

to find out what they had
New York telephone com-
pany officials placed tracers on
(the call,
i Jinx Falkenberg and her hus-
!b:nd. Tex McCrary, were inter-
iviewing Donald E. Kehoe, a re-
tired manne major, about his
lncw book “Flying Saucers From
,Outer Space”™ on their breakfast
jshow st the Waldort- Astoria
when they recel
through a hotet switchboard.
o M Falkenvurg answered but
‘became too hysterical to con-

3

verse with the caller. She tumned
the call over to McCrary, who
inadverantly held the phone close
to the microphone, Listenersi
heard & tl!:‘icm%i da.ecemed votne:
speaking ra grammatical :
English, <

Theeantrntmtsudhewn‘
calling from a space ship over
Los Angeles. He later sald he!
was “now” aver Salt Lake City.

The gist of the call was this:

“This is a voice from outer
space, I warn you Earthmen to
stop talking about flying saucers,.
about atom bombs prepara..
tions t&r ga:. ll:r unless you
jearn v peace, your

11 be snnthilated,

w1 ann

“I know this because I am In
a2 position to see and you are
not. I am reaching you with
difficulty. You cannot see me,
and you could not bear the sight
uyugdld.uweuldbetooh!d.

tely denied’
that

ved the callleous.

in respon.’
e was in any wa
sible for the gn.“y v

8th.

Long Beach, Califormia.

(See newspaper clipping)

&
&%

At Long Beach, California, a postal clerk casually galnced at the morning
In doing so, he noticed two platter-like objects he estimated

(0600) sky.
were about

12 feet in diameter.

slightly transparent” appearance.
south of the Long Beach AFB at the time of the sighting.
objects remained in view and during that time they passed overhead, travelled
to a point approximately six miles south of where the observer was standing,
retraced their course until they were again overhead, and then veered and flew
west, disappearing out to sea.
The Air Force report on the case added:"(bserver's report unofficially
corroborated by local Sheriff's office which received mmberous reports re-
lative to subject objects." 112.

October

"Unusual Round Aircraft."

October

9th.

Sth. Europe.

These two objects seemed to have a 'clear or

The observer was located about two miles

(See Air Force report) 113.

For two minutes the



RN S

2 Cuarters Gl
- Sampson Alr Force Pase

October 9, 1953

Wing Intelligence Ofricer UNCLASSIFIED
Andrews 8, Room 134
Sampseny 4ir Force Base

Re: Umusual Round Aireraft

Denr S;ir:

At approximately 11:15 this morning I was hanging out clothes in the
wooded area behind our quarters, WS, when I became conscious of an
unusual, loud roaring noise, I looked toward the direction of the
sound, the northeast and in a moment saw a silvery object. This was
traveling high in a westerly direction, seemingly over the main base,

Suddenly to my amazement the object seemed to he2 a silver— circular
disk travelinrg on its edge. My thought was "Flw-ing Saucer" and I

ran to get my neighbor, Mra, &, so that ahe too might
observe it and hear the unusual sound., Vith her brother, we hastered
to the clear area west of their quarters, but could see nothing, only
the continuation of the roar. It was deafenirg in its vitch and my
ears ached for almost an hour afterwards, I have never heard anythime
1ike it. It wasn’t like jets which hit a crescendo and are gone or
the drone of other alrplanes with a slight break, but a constant,
monotonous sound, I noticed no vapor streaks as from jets.

I would guess that I actually saw the object about 11:20 and that
with the others heard the roar for five minutes as we discussed
"saupers” and the sound, Then I deliberated very seriously before
cal)ing in the information., If it had beern onlyv the apvearance, I
would have discounted what I saw, but coupled with the sound which
two others thought umususl, I reported the craft. The operator
connected the line with Captain Haley at Seneca Ordmance as he was
the one to report to..

At 11:42 our dauthter Wi, who is almost nine, came dashing in to
tell me she had seen a flat silvery object, travelirg from the
southwest over the hospital, making a fumny notse. She thought it
had "amoks going in front of it", ©She had not heard me talking to
Irs. QN or Captain Haley, but she had been out playing with our
sixteen months old son., From the size she showed with her hands,
the object had Boolked to her about the size of a silvery dollar,
while to me it had seemed more the size of bowl of a teacup, rather
than the size of a sancer to use the popular terms, Captain Haley
called me back to tell me a singlé jet was cirelirg Ordnance,

. UNCUASSIFIED

31-A.
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By 1:30 I head other aiveraft in the area, but the asouni was
completely different, Soveml times I went out, tut could nevar
see any, For this reason I feel the strange craft was G LAWGER
and 1UCH HIGHER than any of thdse and produced a much preater noise,

The day was haze, very slight breeze, warm enough to he out without
a sweater or coat. There were white clouds in streaky lavers.
- L
I can best descrive the altitude in terms of a clock. GStanding at
the five, and looking between the ten and eleven, the o%ject was
about three inches in diameter. I could see the entire circular
edga, with the silvery stresk brightest up and down thru the center--
but nothing which changed the ecircular shape, It was seemingly still
for the few seconds while I stared at it-for I waw it so very distinetly,
Yet it was gone so guickly from sight though not from hearing. -

I have been one of those skeptics who laughed about "Flying SJaucers”.
Yesterday I heard them discussed and my thought was not tn dlscover
a "Flying Saucer”, but to ldentifr aircraft for my ovm catisfaction,
In almost ten years vorking on newspapers, I haverewer had such a
terrifying or ave-inspiring experience: 1t is abasolutely incredibla,
I am glad two other persons heard it that I know and I hove there
are others who saw it to substantiate my report.

- Vory truly,

/8
t/-rs.
/ /3! Colonel
3450 ¥edical Group
Sampson Alr Force Base, N.Y. .

kI

P
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! The following items were carried in the Los Angeles Civilian Saucer In-
telligence news bulletin:"11:35 P.M. Haarlem, Netherlands; blue light des-
cended slowly, phosphorescent hue increased as it swooped low over the
North Sea, then curved upward at greater speed,™ also:'‘7:40 P.M. Zaandam,
Netherlands; two elliptical luminous spots of an orange color rushed across
— | the sky parallel to each other, followed by a third object." 114.

! What was parked in the atmosphere high over the English Chammel?

Source of report: Airline Captain Peter Fletcher who lived in Putney,
England; and First Officer R.L. Lemon of Iver, Bucks, England.
¢ Date: 9 October 1953.

Captain Fletcher_ took off from London airport and set a course of 150 de-
| grees enroute to Paris. The air was so clear Captain Fletcher could make
rout aircraft traffic over Orly Field, his destination 100 miles to the south.

While flying over the English Charmel, London air control notified Capt-
‘ain Fletcher of faster traffic to his left. lLooking left, Captain Fletcher
}sighted a big Constellation climbing passed him and quickly reaching an alti-
'tude well ahead and much higher than his own plane. The Constellation was
inow cruising at 13,000 feet. Studying the other airliner, Captain Fletcher
i suddenly caught sight of what he at first thought was "another aircraft,” a
‘bit to the left of the Constellation but much higher, perhaps at 20,000
‘feet. He estimated that this "other aircraft'* and the Constellation were
;about the same distance away, aside from the height difference, yet while
“the the irregularities of the Constellation's shape were descernable and
were reflecting the strong sunlight, the "other aircaft's" reflecting sur-
1face showed no such irregularities. The intensity of the light reflected
ifrom the “other aircraft" was steady. Peering closer Captain Fletcher saw
‘that the “other aircraft" had a smooth, polished-like surface, and its
‘shape like that of two shallow saucers, glued rim-to-rim. The “thing" was
'under observation for some 30 minutes appeared to be "parked” in the
1sky. 11S.

E Another from across the ocean. Dahomey, French West Africa.

. A CIA document stated:"At about 2330 hours on 11 October 1953, many
‘residents of Djogou in northwest Dahomey observed in the sky an oblong
shaped, luminous object flying at a high speed toward the north, at an alti-
. tude of about 1,500 meters and on a horizontal plane. This is the first
reported sighting of a so-called flying saucer over Dahomey." 116.

Saucer with ""several long feelers.”
The military teletype rapped out the following:

"THE OBJECT OBSERVERED HAD A BUZZING SOUND, SHAPED LIKE A LARGE FLAT
DISK MOVING SLOWLY OVER THE OBSERVERS FARM YARD. ATTACHED TO THE BOT-
TOM OF THE DISK WERE SEVERAL LONG SLENDER FEELERS OR POSSIBLY ANTENNA
AND FROM THE FRONT OF THE DISK WAS A SINGLE ATTACHMENT SHAPED LIKE A
GOOSE NECK. A FEW MIMUTES AFTER THE ABOVE OBSERVATION ANOTHER FLAT
TRIANGULAR OBJECT FLASHED OVER THE FARM YARD TRAVELING VERY RAPIDLY
IN A SOUTHERN DIRECTION. THIS SECOND OBJECT APPEARED ALMOST AS A
FLASH AND WAS LOST TO THE EYE IN A FEW SECONDS.

"THE TIME OF THE FIRST SIGHTING WAS OCTOBER 11 1953 AT 1130 CENTRAL
STANDARD TIME. THE FIRST OBJECT WAS OBSERVED APPROXIMATELY FIVE
MINUTES. THIS OBJECT MOVED SLOWLY TO THE WEST OF THE OBSERVERS FARM
YARD.
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"MANNER OF OBSERVATION WAS VISUAL.

"THE OBSERVER WAS MR{deleted), A YOUNG FARMER WHO LIVES THREE AND QNE
FOURTH MILES NORTH AND THREE MILES WEST OF WAUBUN, MINNESOTA. THE
FIRST CBJECT WAS TRAVELING WEST AND THE SECOND OBJECT MOVED RAPIDLY

"MR(deleted) IS VERY WELL KNOWN IN THE TOWN OF WAUBUN, MINNESOTA AND
ALSO IS KNOWN BY THE PERSONNEL AT THE GOC POST THERE. THE GOC PER-
SONNEL STATE THAT IT IS FELT THAT MR(deleted)'S IMMAGINATION IS NOT
SUPPLYING THE DETAILS OF THIS OBSERVATION. THE WEATHER AND WINDS ALOFT
CQDITIONS AT TIME AND PLACE OF SIGHTING ARE UNKNOWN BY THIS STATION. 117.

October 12th. ''Looked like milk weed pod."

a brief BLUE BOOK file card states:'"Round white or aluminum object ob-
served approximately 15 degrees above the NNE horizon against a blue sky
background. Source stated that a slight haziness was around object. 0Ob-
ject departed from sight by traveling in a NNE direction." 118. .

The location was Waterville, Maine; and the time and date was October
12th at 1600Z. The observer was a civilian who was making repairs-to his
house. The thing was under observation for about five minutes. 1%9.

""Angel hair' and scared turkeys.

(See newsclipping)

Silva she war feeding her flock

F'Ylﬂg saucers - &umﬁmmmm

'I'ranl Strings,

:Scare Turkeys

{ PLEASANT HILL, Oct. 14—A
atory of fiylng saucers with
Istrings attnched is being inves
;uasted today by awvil and muli-
tary ofliciafs.

| The surings reportedly em.
'maud,lmm four round objects
ithat flew over this area yesters

The turkeys scemed to have de-
tectad something overhead, and
she looked up fto see the four
‘mmd objects glistening in the

She sald ose of the objects
Muhmhuummd
considerabla distance

Mameommm
|gave the appearsncs of being
linked together.

The round objects seemed to
throw off some ‘kund of sub-
stance, she said, and luter »

‘d" s & areas heicht rwhite, nlky strip about 13 feet
A sample of the stringy sub- p
istance, described as white and ’mmmunmam.m
dlb was cbtained (lwg: 8 tree
perty o Kaho
3‘1‘7 af’!x:} *he sheritf's office the sutstance,
Martines for Investigation b’i

bad been called by Mry. Edwin
K Meyer of Cortsen Raad. :mmury snd serbnautieal tutho-‘

P~ Urs. Meyer told Deputy Tony

October 13th.
CSI quarterly bulletin

The Civilian Saucer Investigations bulletin printed that on the night of
October 13th at Itwin, Pennsyvania a round, glowing object was observed tra-
veling at high speed. 120,

Dr, Hynek referred to the next case in two UFO books authored by him al-
though it does not seem to have a really high strangeness rating. Dr. Hynek
was probably quite impressed with the witnesses' qualifications. According to
the comments of the preparing officer:



"All three men have extensive flying experience. Mr. (deleted), a
former B-17 pilot, is a Meteorological Engineer; Mr. (deleted) a private
pilot, has 2 years post graduate work in Supersonic Aerodynamics; Mr.
(deleted) is a Deveopment Engineer.' 121. (See reproduced report)

"Queer meteor' swoops over Dayton, Chio.

An aero research engineer reported a queer green-colored ''meteor’' the
evening (1815 hours) of October 15th. As the object plunged through space
it gave the appearance of changing shape. (See Air Force records) 122.

October 19th.
"Give him the landing lights!"

Captain J.L. Kidd of American Airlines was at the helm of a DC-6 on milk-
run between Philadelphia and Washington D.C. The weather was good, just
scattered clouds, as the four-engine airliner passed over the Susqueharma
River. Baltimore was easily visible off the right wing, thousands of tiny
jewels sprawling over the black landscape. ’

October 19th was only ten minutes old when Captain Kidd's co-pilot sight-
ed something gleaming in the bright moonlight dead ahead alternately cloaked
by thin wisps and showing no regulation running lights. Whatever it was,
it was closing rapidly. Captain Kidd yelled:"Give him the landing lights!"
Dazzling landing lights stab the dark sky. Abruptly the object ahead
"returned fire," beaming a blinding light back at the DC-6. Unable to see,
Captain Kidd put his plane into a steep dive. Caught unaware, the passen-
gers were tossed about the cabin, many suffering injuries. Pulling sharply
out of the dive, Captain radioed Washington National Airport to report a
near collision and to complain about air traffic in his airlane. Washington
National insisted no known air traffic was supposed to be in his vicinity and
said medical persomnel would meet the plane upon arrival. 123,

October 19th 2135 hours.

A number of hours after the Captain Kidd encounter another UFO incident
took place in the region. Three Air Force enlisted men were observing the -
sky through a small telescope from a location in downtown Washington D.C.
at 9:35 p.m. when the unexplained object came into view:

"The object was first seen by (deleted), who was with T/Sgt. Roumanis,
T/Sgt. Oniecki and A/1C Stark, all of whom were looking at the sky for
study. The angle of elevation when first seen was 35 degrees to 40 de-
grees, and approximately the same when it disappearanced. The flight
path of the object was steady. It came out of the south, appearing to
come out of the light of the moon, and went eastward, in line with the
planet Jupiter. The object went slightly upward at about a 20 degree
angle for about 25 seconds then looped and came back in the direction
it had come from. After making the loop it was seen for about 25
seconds then disappeared. The total time of sighting was about 50
seconds." 124,

"Were the cards stacked?"

The October 19th issue of Aviation Week mentioned BLUE BOOK's sta-
tistical analysis then underway. It stated that ATIC was examining
some 3,000 UFO rts received between 1947 and 1952:"...in an effort
to refute the myr:ﬁ?" 125. Moreover:"Their official analysis within the
next few months is hoped to determine definitely the origin of all re-
reported saucers.” 126. In conclusion the article said:'When it has com-
pleted its analysis, the ATIC expects to be able to report that there is
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Roport to: Alr Intelligsnce Sorvioe Squadron, Flight 2A
SICHITIG OF USIDINTIFIED OBJICT

The aighting descrided belov took place during the theodolits treckinx of a
79 ft. balloon flosting at approxivately 60,000 ft. on Projoct €721 -
Crad Bag. Observaticn vas made from the roof at 2003 Enst Nemmapin Avennws,

The time was betwsen 1010 and 1013 COY oa 13 Oct. 53. Mo sound was dotacted
at any tire mﬁutu observation. -

mammnn; oburwaal 1t pas3ed delov the sun at an slowntion of
approximately 230 in bor al flight. It was ¢atoctadls
by o c=oks or vapor trei{l vhich extendsd same distence behind {t, dut vhich
a1d not porsist, or form a cloud. Tho cbjoct itsolf vas not visidle ovin
through the thoodolite during the firot part of tho sighting.

During the horizontal part of its trajoctory, the cbject moved acruso thy
oky ot a rato of 10 degrees in 9 d With an osti 4 altitude of
50,000 ft., this reprosonts 13 uiles per sigute or 500 milos per dour.

After about 10 seconds of horizountal flight, the odject appearod to go into
a vortical dive. The posaidility that the appearence of & dive vas producyx
by the object merely receding into the distance cooms unliksly sinco tho
spood oorwal to the line of eight wes undiminiched in the diwe. Tbe divy
lasted for froa 10 to 13 seccnds at the end of vhich time the object vas
v181blo tvo or three times &8 it appeared to glov or rofloct the light of
the sun for perhaps a second ot & time, Just at this tims the vepor trmil
cossed, snd for a socond or tvo thorsafter the odject, its outlines still
unrecognizadle, vas sesn through the theodolits, oot es & glare of (reflocted?)
1ight, 2t as & grey mass in the act of lewolling off. Ite size in the
theodolite fiold wvas of the sar® megnituds as the 79 ft. balloom, vhich cmans
that, since it vas mearer, it would not be that large.

The cbservers belfiove that the’ cbject wvas nost 1iksly a jot alrcrert, but
o were N

1. The npoed vas higher thean normally cbeerved.
2. Tos vertical 4dive ves a highly dange: 1f not suicidal
J.Ajnmﬂum-unmuhmmrnum.mwum
certaisly csuse s noticeabls sbock wvave dotoctablo in tho area
bensath it.
5, Vapor truils dommmnboemdnﬂu vortical rotion (par
Col. 3homo), though smoke treils could, of course.

It wan thought thet the Atlr D C 4 would be in viat vas
seen, if

4. 7Thoy had no afrcreft in the vicinity vhich could accomt for it, or §f
®. Thoy had an aircraft accident vhich aight de partly exalainod dy R
this report. i

[,

Therefore, tho above information wvas reported to!
Col. Showo
of Op
3lst ALr muucn
Tolepbouet

Purker 9501, Bxt. 7 or 8

the esns worning.
Observers wres
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18, Tell in @ fow words the following things abowt the object.
0. Sourd 4’(/{; LE

8 Color It ds e - Cf?rcr}

17. Drow a pictrs rhot wlil show the shape of the cbject or objects. Lobel ond Inelude In your ekateh ony demtle
of the cbivet that you sow such es wings, profrusiens, ste., ond sepeciolly svhauyt rally or vopor baily, Flasg
on orvew beside the drawing 10 shew the direction the objset wes moving.

O “ During ' DIVE

O

< AFTER
PYtLL ou-T

18, The sdges of the object wers:
(Circle Ona}t o. Fuxzy or blerved o Ovher

b Like ?‘ bright ster

19, IF thers wos MORE THAN ONE object, then hew many were there? r‘A-’S_
Orow o pletws of how they were arronged, and put en errew te show the direction that they were travelilng.

20. Drow a pictwe shot will show the motion thet the oblec? or cbjects made, Place an "A® ef tha heginning
of the path, o “B* a1 the end of the path, ond show any changes In direction during the courss,

A . MoTian A wrAy
FRom CBERVER..

o)

21. IF POSSIBLE, try 10 guess or estimate whot the real slze of the oblect war in ite lonsest dimension,

Lo, Moo
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no existing danger to the United States from interplanetary travelers and
that there is nothing to cause undue speculation or hysteria.' 127,

UFO civilian researcher Justin Case smelled a rat when he read the
article,suspecting the military lacked scientific impartiality, "'stacking
the deck before the game." 128,

"Three small disks appeared.”

An unimpressive UFO report was recorded October 20th when at 2:35 p.m.
a military pilot was scanning the sky for other aircraft while flying
near Norfolk, Virginia. Instead of another plane the pilot sighted a
"round or disk-shaped" object a milky white in color apparently station-
ary. The thing suddenly disappeared. Right after the object vanished, the
pilot that had it under observation noticed:"...three smaller disks of the
same color."” 129.

The LOOK article.

October 20, 1953 the LOOK article hit the newsstands. The magazine
story carried the same sensational title as Keyhoe's book:"Flying Saucers
From Quter Space,” but was prefaced with a statement by the editors that
put a damper on things. Inspired by the Air Force, the editors inserted
official statements: that the percentage of unexplained cases was shinking,
that new promising investigative efforts were planned or underway, and that
no evidence existed to prove an invasion from space was taking place. The
editors of LOCK declared that regardless of the merits of the arguments on
either side of issue, the subject fasinated America. 130.

A metallic-looking body, pound in shape, was observed over Massachusetts
flying faster than a jet the night of October 24th; and at Cascade, Iowa,
that same evening a State Highway patrolman viewed a glowing, blue-white
"saucer." 131.

October 25th.
Simiutak, Greenland.

For an hour on October 25th beginming at 8:15 in the morning a couple
of objects were seen maneuvering in the sky 4 miles southeast of Simiutak,
Greenland. One of the objects was white, glowing, and moved very little;
while the other one made many changes of directions, over and around Msaid
Point, changing color from red to green, and then to white, 132,

""Lubbock Lights repeat."

At 8:15 in the evning of Octcober 25th Air Force observers at Lubbock, Tex-
as, accidently noticed a V-formation of 5-7 dull white lights sweep north to
south. In three seconds the formation went from a point overhead where they
were first spotted, to 3- degrees above the horizon where the lights dis-
appeared. It was estimated that the lights were traveling at 15,000 feet.

The incident was so odd the military weather observers maintained what
they called an "Irregular Phenomena Watch."

Within five minutes(2020) two more groups of lights appeared sweeping
north to south in the western quadrant of the sky. On this occasion the
lights were not in formation,

After another five minutes two lights were seen zooming north to south,
appearing 65 degrees up in the western quadrant., In view only two seconds,
the lights travelled high and fast.
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Another two lights were sighted after a five minute interval, coming out
of the northwest and veering east, passing directly overhead. They were
visible only for an instant. 133.

An hour after the last sighting of strange lights at Lubbock, a Jimmie
Mi_l:.&gan of Sante Fe, New Mexico, 250 miles to the northwest, got the scare
of his life.

The Albuquerque Tribune reported:

"Jimmie Milligan, 16-year-old high school, was driving home about
9:30 p.n. Near the intersection of Bishop Lodge Road and Ball Park
Road 'a thing' sailed in front of his headlamps from the east.

"The object was so close Jimmie thought his left headlamp was going
to hit it. He slammed on his brakes and turned off to the left, in
the direction he saw it go. At first he thought it was only a piece
of metal blown by the wind --not until later did he realize there
wasn't any wind that night.

"'I got out and went up close to where it was,' Jimmie told the Assoc-
iated Press. 'It was in the brush at the side of the road, pointed to-'
ward town, and right in front of it was a dirt embankment and a wooden
fence.

"'By the light of the moon, here's the way it looked to me. It was
kind of gunmetal color, sort of like a dull aluminum, and it was shaped
a little like a great big bullet. I would say it was about three feet
high, 10 feet long and about five feet across. It was something like
two boat hulls stuck together, or like an almond.'

"Out of curiosity, Jimmie reached out to touch it. Then it began to
roar. It raised up in the air a couple of feet, began to climb swift-
ly, just cleared the wooden fence, and took off in a steep climb in the
direction of Sata Fe.

"Jimmie is the son of Harold F. Milligan, telephone company foreman.
He is a B high school student. His mother says he is not overly im-
aginative but that when he got home he was white and shaky and 'he look
ed so odd when he came in that door. He offered to swear on a whole
stack of Bibles as to what he had seen.’

"Jimmie said later there was no glow or spitting of fire, no heat or
carbon monoxide smell, or any feeling of 'suction.' He said the noise
was like a washing machine engine 'but even faster.''" 134,

When Brigadier General G.C. Eddy, Commander at White Sands, New Mexico,
was asked about Jimmie's encounter, he asserted that the object in ques-
tion could not have come from his test range and other than that:"I know
nothing whatever about this incident." 135,

About three hours after after Jimmie's experience, another overflight
of strange lights was observed at Lubbock in Texas. A V-formation of 8-
10 lights came out of north and veered west. -The passage was so swift
the lights were in sight only three seconds.

No more lights were seen until Halloween night. 136.

Mapleton, Maine.

Three round glowing objects came into view 2:30 in the morning of
October 29th. The witness watched them through eight power field glass-

. es from a site near Mapleton, Maine. When first noticed the objects were

the apparent size of a solfball and at their closet approach appeared the
size of a "small punpkin." The trio flew two abreast with a single one
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trailing behind.

The UF0s were a dark green at first which changed to white with a blue-
green fringe. The trailing object had a 'blue diagonal line across it.”
137. 'The same object also emitted a blue flame {rom its rear.

The really odd part of the report was that the group of UFDs travelled
in a general direction south to north with:"...occasional triangular de-
viations from the straight course." 138.

Keyhoe's book.

The Sat Review termed Keyhoe's writings 'persuasive and influent-
ial,” n:'u?_:%a{\ew York Herald-Tribune called his work a '‘rational entry"
into the flying saucer controversy. The Los Angeles Mirror declared
that the volume contained *new evidence well-high irrefutable." 139,
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However, not all comments were favorable. Rocket expert professor
Hermann Oberth found fault with Keyhoe's light and readable colloquial
writing style interspersed with dialogue. While the style was a good
read, it nonetheless blurred the disinction, Oberth said, between the
author's subjective opinion and fact, 140,

Later critics like historian Dr, David Jacobs applauded Keyhoe's he-
roic efforts in keeping the UFO problem before the public and his strug-
gle against what was believed to be unwarrented censorship, but it was
also felt Keyhoe developed theories hased on spurious information. Fven
Ruppelt, who became a good friend of Keyhoe, conceeded that the UFO re-
ports in the book were factual but Keyhoe's interpretations of such
cases were:"...way out.” 141,

The Fall of 1953, however, was a good period for Keyhoe. He was
engaged in a swirl of interviews with prominent persons like: Bob Con-
sidine, George Hamilton Combs, Tex and Jinx, Emily Kimbrough, Bill
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Leonard, Barbara Wells, and Alma Dettingger. None of these interviews .
were unfriendly. There was only one dark moment and that took place
during a discussion with a Charles Planck.

"What good does it do to frighten peoplé. "

Donald Keyhoe and Frank Edwards appeared together on the '"Author Meets
the Critics" program in the Fall of 1953 where they met another show par-
ticipant world-renowned German scientific writer Willy Lley, a known UFO
skeptic., When the program was over Ley mentioned to Kevhoe he had to
confess there were some UFO cases he could not explain and that frankly he
was very puzzled by them. 142,

Edwards also had something to relate to Keyhoe backstage. Edwards had
learned that morning about the Captain Kidd UFO encounter and told Keyhoe
what he knew.

A few days later Keyhoe contacted CAA Press Chief Charles E. Planck and
questioned him about Captain Kidd's experience, particularly the radio
transmission made to Washington National tower during the near miss. The
press chief said he couldn't give Keyhoe the exact words and mentioned
something about "aircraft lights" on the UFO which, if true, would help
the conventional aircraft theory to explain the incident,but it would also
counter an earlier statement about a "brilliant white light" being seen.
Keyhoe protested that it sounded as if someone was trying to hide someth-
ing since it had been established no aircraft were schelduled to be with-
in 100 miles of Captain Kidd's airliner. Planck became umeasy with Key-
hoe's suspicion and referred him to the Civil Aeronautics Agency which had
assumed responsibility for investigating the case. Before dismissing
Keyhoe, Planck snapped:'What good does it do to frighten people?" 143,

Edwards irks the Pentagon?

In 1953 Frank Edwards had a national radio audience of 13 million night-
ly. Since his sponsor was The American Federation of Labor, Edwards was
on good terms with the Airline Pilots Association which was represented by
the AF of L,so pilots often shared UF0 stories with the broadcaster, some-
times before they ever said anything to their airline employer. late in
1953 UFO reports were appearing only in local or regional newsmedia, that
made Edwards Mutual Network show the only national source of UFO news. Ac-
cording to Edwards,he learned through the grapevine that the Pentagon was
not too thrilled about anyone stirring up the nation.

There had to be same truth to Edwards' information since he was un-
abashly pro-Keyhoe and documents since declassified prove that the *‘pow-
ers-that-be were trying hard at the time to keep UFO news a local affair
and thus not a significant public issue.

The "special handling" of UFO reports by the Air Force did not escape
the notice of Bdwards who told his listeners late in 1953 the military was
following a policy of smothering information. 144.

October 28th.

During the early morning of October 28, 1953 a cigar-shaped object that
glowed pink and blue raced over Brevard, North Carlonia. 148,

"Round Trip to Hell in a Flying Saucer.”

Its not very surprising Keyhoe's book got high marks from some reviewers
¢onsidering his competition was Adamski's fantasy.
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At this time there was a UFQ writer that even outdid Adamski,if that
was possible,

A Bakersfield, California, auto repairman named Cecil Michael put the
finishing touches to his manuscript Round Trip to Hell in a Flying Saucer
on October 30, 1953, We would have to agree with one reviewer(the BoOK
wasn't published until 1955) that the volume was probably one of the most
unusual UFO works ever written.

Swearing the account is true, author Michael claimed two saucer pilots
hung out at his repair shop, disappearing and reappearing like the Cheshire
cat in Alice in Wonderland. Michael is eventually convinced to accampany
the two beings to their home planet, a world in outer space that turns out
to be Hell{Yes, the place where the souls of the damned are sent!), Later
Mﬁel narrowly escapes the devil and manages to return to earth., Crazy
s 1146,

Object near Norton AFB, California.
Teletype message:

'UIFOB. REF 200-Z PAR 6B. SHAPE COULD NOT BE DETERMINED. SIZE OF
GRAPEFRUIT HELD AT ARMS LENGTH. BRIGHT RED ON LEADING PORTION AND
BRIGHT WHITE LIGHT ON TRAILING PORTION. ONE OBJECT SIGHTED. FEA-
TURES NOT DISCERNABLE THROUGH GLARE OF LIGHT. NO EXHAUST OR TRAIL
OBSERVED. NO SOUND AUDIBLE. OBJECT APPEARED FRM DIRECTLY BELOW
ACFT. CREW STATES RESEMBLED FLAX. PASSED DIRECTLY IN FLT PATH OF
ACFT AND CONTINUED AIMOST VERTICAL CLIMB UNTIL LOST FROM SIGHT.
OBJECT REMAINED AT 12 O'CLOCK DURING ENTIRE SICHTING OF SEVEN MINUTE
DURATION. MANNER OF SIGHTING AIR VISUAL. NO OPTICAL AIDS. SIGHT-
ING FRCM C-45 ACFT NO 7259 7500 FEET ALTITUDNE HEADING 100 DEGREES
140 MPH. HOJME STATION NAFB. SIGHTING OCCURED 300155 OCT 53 UNDER
NIGHT CONDITION. OBSERVERS LOCATED EJCE 3830 AT FIRST SIGHTING. PI-
LOT OF ACFT MAJ JOSEPH P TRACY. CO-PILOT CAPT JOHN H MOORE. 1ST
LT RAYMOND J GORMAN OBSERVER. OBSERVERS CONSIDERED VERY RELIABLE.
OFFICERS ASSGD TO DEP I. G. USAF. NAFB. PILOT REPORTS CLEAR NIGHT.
BRIGHT STARS. MO CLOUDS.™" 147,

October 31st.
"Like a ferris wheel going at great speed."

Some civilians living in Logansville, Ohio, saw an object sweep through
the sky at about 7:30 p.m. The object appeared huge, an estimated 12 in-
ches across at arm's length. The thing glowed *like a million electric
light bulbs,"” like a giant ferris wheel. It sped toward the west and then
made abrupt turn toward the south. The large, round, object flew out of
sight., The Air Force explained the sighting as a meteor in spite of the
reported sharp turn. BLUE BOOK concluded:'Turn regarded as an illusion.”
148,

Lubbock again.

At 9:10 p.m. the last day of the month Lubbock, Texas,again experienced
a mysterious overflight of strange lights. Six days after the first sight-
ing the phenomenon was reported again, A V-formation swept out of the
nortlmest and veered to the east-southeast, passing directly overhead of
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observers in lubbock. Little was discernible on this occasion no doubt be-
cause observers had relaxed their vigilance.

A second overflight that evening at 9:15 p.m. was more closely watched.
This overflight was a V-formation of 9-12 dull white lights moving just
above the western horizon, passing much slower then earlier groups. This
group was the last of the series. 149,

Reaction in England.

Overseas, the International Flying Saucer Bureau's English branch led by
E.L. Plunkett, learned that Al Bender, the American director of the organ-
ization, had become 'violently 111" after a visit by "three men in black,”
an incident that, in Bender's opinion, made it imparative the IFSB be ter-
minated. The the city of Bristol IFSB's English members held a meeting
and decided not to disband, but to form their own UFO group, officially
naming it the "British Flying Saucer Bureau."” At a later date the Flying
Saucer Club of Hove amalgamated with the BFSB under the direction of Rich-
ard Hughes. 150,

James Moseley visits Al Bender.

Moseley had been IFSB's director of investigations for some months and
now with the group abruptly and inexplicably being shut down, he thought per-
haps he should do some investigating of IFSB instead of UFOs.

Al Bender's International Flying Saucer Bureau had several hundred members,
and its Space Review was not a cheap mimeograph publication like the other
civilian UF0 bulletins, but a true printed magazine.

Things seemed to be going pretty good for IFSB so when the October, 1953,
issue of the Review mysteriously announced a "solution to the UFO enigma was
now known" and that the solution 'was being suppressed by a certain higher
authority,” Moselev immediately planned a visit to IFSB's headquarters in
Bridgeport, but hefore coing to Connecticut he discussed the situation with
three prominent IFSB members:August Roberts, Dominic lucchesi, and Gray Rarker.
Moseley learned that Bender was claiming he had hit upon the answer to the rid-
dle and as a consequence had been "hushed up" by "three men dressed in dark
clothes and wearing dark homburg hats.' These supposed agents from an unnamed
government department allegedly paid Bender a visit and demanded an end to his
work:"...for his good and the good of the country." 151. While Bender's assoc-
iates were inclined to believe the story, Moseley suggested more practical rea-
sons, perhaps IFSB's paperwork got tiresame, expenses got too high, or an inno-
cent visit of some officials had triggered a persecution complex, but whatever
the cause, Bender sought to get out of the UFO business in a dramatic fashion.
152,

The possibility some FBI agents had called on Bender was considered by Mose-
ley after his own encounter, but even if that had hapnened Moseley felt he had
reason to at least doubt Bender's version of any confrontation. Consulting
a friend who was familar with govermment agencies and their representatives,
Moseley was told that such people:'...seldom answer questions, or volunteer
opinions and certainly wouldn't issue any warning.” 153,

Some background on the so-called "Men-in-Black" (MIB) mystery.

The so-called '"Men-in-Black™ mystery is not so impressive when one ex-
amines the circumstances surrounding its origin., Bender was a real 'character"
and the source of his revelations bizarre,

Bender, a science fiction fan, was working on a '"Project X' at the time of
the supposed "silencing,” a project that was suppose to prove, he asserted,
that UFOs operated out of a base in Antarctica. 154, This South Pole theory



4.

came about when UFO reports increased greatly from those latitudes. Bender .
suggested that if all UFO reports in the region were plotted, the flight paths
would intersect at a secret landing field in the ice and snow south of Aus-
tralia. 155. Furthermore, according to Bender, visitors from space had ar-
rived on Earth in the year 1945 seeking a trace element in our plamet's sea-
water, and in order to process the substance, a factory was established be-
neath the frozen wastes of the southermost continent!l 156.

The "South Pole idea" seems to have originated in New Zealand, and then
found its way to Bender in the U.S., possibly via Gray Barker.

In 1952 Harold H. Fulton's organization, Civilian Saucer Investigations of
Auckland, New Zealand, had a member named JoRR Stuart who carried out his
duties faithfully. Wwhen another New Zealand UFO group, the ?{{%__ng Saucer In-
vestigation Society of Hamilton set up shop in April, 1953; Tt transferred
his allegianCe to the new band and was appointed Secretary. While holding that
official position, Stuart began to develope some strange personal ideals about
UFOs which appeared on paper under the letterhead of the FSIS, something which
angered the organization's board of governmers. Stuart was fired.

Determined to stay in the saucer business, Stuart teamed up with a Barbara
Turner to form the New Zealand Flying Saucer Investigators {a group that lasted
until December 1954). Stuart credits Miss Turmer with devising the Antarctica
UFO base concept,

During long talks with Stuart about the UFO mystery, Miss Turner learned
about the so-called “'Shaver mystery,'" the hokem pushed relentlessly by Ray
Palmer. Shaver's story about a race of beings which were the original in-
habitants of the vanished civilization of Lemuria, told of a vast system of
underground cities, etc. etc. Miss Turner believed there was same truth in the
Shaver yarn and felt the Antarctica was an ideal location for a saucer head-
quarters since the continent was a vast, uninhabited region remote from human
observation, so she encouraged Stuart to plot every UFO report in the their
files on a large world map. When the reported flight paths were drawn in, they
in large measure converged on the Polar ice to the south. 157.

Gray Barker and Stuart were good friends and corresponded often, so its not
impossible Bender heard of the Antarctica idea thru Barker.

Subsequently Moseley learned much more about the zany Bender, that prior
to the "three in black™ episode, '"odd events' were suppose to have plagued the
IFSB director:''telepathic messages of warning;" 'bluish glows and bad odors in
Bender's house;" "'of being followed by a stranger who had glowing eyes;" and
finally "astra trips to the South Pole where Bender observed the alien's secret
base, thus revealing to him the solution to the UFO mystery." No one in IFSB
quite believed all this so its highly possible Bender shut down his organization
out of spite, inventing a more exciting explanation for his actioms.

What we can conclude then,is that the so-called *men-in-black' business was
just ;he product of Bender's confused mind. Bender was in fantasy more than
Adamski!

Speaking of Adamski, Moseley wondered about that man too.
Moseley drops in on the California contactee.

Becoming actively interested in UFOs for the first time in 1953 and ect-
ing fraud by the one "expert" who was in all the newspapers, Moseley traveled
out west late in the year hoping to put an end to the Adamski nonsense by his
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gathering material for an expose-type book. :

Apparently Moseley had not done enough homework. Arriving in California
he drove up the long winding road to the top of Mt. Palomar, going right to
the very peak where the famous observatory was located. Asking about a "pro- )
fessor" Adamski, Moseley drew horselaughs from the observatory staff. Merci- '”
fully, the receptionist was kind enough to inform Moseley he would have a lot
more luck if he made inquiries at the burger joint halfway up the mountain. .

Retracing his route, Moseley located the tiny cafe. Entering the eatery
Moseley found the place filled with people listening to a graying, sixty-year-
old man. It was Adamski telling everyone about his encounter with a 'Venusian
saucer pilot.”

Adamski radiated goodwill and didn't seem to be brother a bit when a few of
his listeners expressed doubt during a question and answer period.

One of the last to leave after the lecture was a lady who cornered Adamski
and insisted on his help with a "problem'" she had. It seems she was obsessed
by the queer notion that her husband wasn't a human being but an alien from
planet~X and she wanted Adamski to aid her in obtaining evidence to prove her
suspicion.

ginélly left alone with Adamski, Moseley did his best to get some straight
and honest answers from the contactee but instead got only doubletalk. After
a while Moseley became disgusted and walked out. His trip had been a waste of
time.

Driving down the mountain Moseley turned on his car radio and heard a news
flash that announced the Russians were forecasting its scientists would laumch
an artifical satellite in four years(1957). Moseley laughed, saying to him-
self:"The Soviets were even craggier than anybody he had met on the West Coast."
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158,
“Funny orange globle,™

North Bay, Ontario, Canada, was the site of a RCAF jet airbase. late in
October, 1953, there were numerous reports of a "furmy orange globle™ flying
about in the North Bay area. According to witnesses, the globle came out of e
the north-east part of the sky, moved back and forth, and then disappeared. 159.

"The Brotherhood of the Cosmic Christ.” Another George besides Adamski.

When George Van Tassel assumed owernship of Giant Rock Airport, Yucca Valley,
California, early in the decade; things were a bit dull in that desert country-
side so Van Tassel decided to establish a "ministry" of a somewhat conventional
type:hymns, prayers, and silent meditation. The ministry was called 'The Bro-
therhood of the Cosmic Christ." Not so conventional, however, was Van Tassel's
group dabbling in mental telepathy.

Beginning in 1952 Van Tassel's organization began to change, claiming con-
tact by "telethought' with space people and asserting that an alien space ship o
had landed near Giant Rock in August, 1953. By October, 1953, with interest in
UFOs mounting, Tassel renamed his group the "Ministry of Universal Wisdom™ and
started to publish a bulletin titled:Proceedings.

There was much to publish according to Van %assel, since the aliens he was
in contact with were sending out many 'thought projections' which were provid-
ing considerable "technical data,” so much so a research branch of the growp
vas established with the title:"The College of Universal Wisdom." The infor-
mation received from the space people, again according to Van Tassel, concern-
ed the so-called "application of primary energy,"” which required the construct-
ion of an elaborate apparatus and the a building to house it. By such efforts
Van Tassel became a well-known personality in "contactee society.” 160,
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The contactee bhemnenon and a serious question,

While persons Iike Adamski can provoke amisement, their antics also raise a
serious question of interest to people of a Christian persuasion, a question
about idolatry.

Idolatry can be defined as giving divine honor to things that are not of
God. History shows that man has often venerated human excellence, deifying
fellow human beings beyond reason. Adamski's 'Venusian' is only a modern
refinement and more than ever a danger to Christian belief. While Adamski
never produced a real alien, he nonetheless propagated a hope in his follow-
ers that true happiness could be achieved by contact with an advanced scien-
tific civilization. N

The danger is that a person loses interest in his moral cbligations and
submission to divine law, or at the very least is left with a corruption of
the Christian message.

It's no accident that Adamski, his associates, and his imitators, were
part of the occult world prior to their "space people contacts," and that
such persons, always worked up over a variety of supposed wonders, would
give UFOs an occult theme.

Although permanence, like an institutional structure, proved an elusive
result from the golden age of contactees now(1953) dawning, a loose knit
spiritualistic UFO movement did persist. One of the organizations that ap-

roaches a '"UFO religion™ is probably the Aetherius Society that was estab-
ished in 1954 and is still viable as this is being written(1989). 161.

Adamski, incredibly encugh, still has defenders even though the Califor-
ian could never quite manage to tell a consistent story, and that many of
his discriptions about the terrain of the Moon and planetary astronomy were
proven false by U.5. and Soviet space probes.

Unfortunately, Adamski and others of his ilk adulterated the UFO pheno-
menon as much as IF0s, diverting attention from the fact that many mysterious
UFO reports show 'stable statistical properties.”

Adamski, for all his faults, never laumched a true religious cult, but his
personal secretary in later years, Charlotte Blob, was accused of taking that
step. Miss Blob was associated with the "UFO Bducation Center'' of Appleton,
Wisconsin, in the late 1970s, when a young woman was rescued from the group
by deprogrammer Ted Patrick. The group, the young woman claimed,programmed
her to believe whatever they told her, using excerpts from the Bible to
booster their interpretations of the truth. Orthorn, the supposed Venusian
encountered by Adamski, was treated as an object of veneration as the:...re-
incarnation of Jesus Christ.” 162.

The woman was educated to believe she was "'serving God" and that:"Churches
were wrong and this is the only right way." 163. Moreover, the woman said:
"You are told your family is not your family. They say your family is of
Earth and you are of the cosmos.' 164. :

"Are the Flying Saucers Kidnapping Humans?"

MAN-to-MAN magazine answered the above question in a shuddering affirma-
tivé In 1tS October 1953 issue. The magazine tried to make a case for the
shockingapossibility by referring to certain places and people, naming names,
but no dates, making it impossible to confirm the incidents, thus all the so-
called "evidence" is highly suspect, nonetheless considering later events
the language of the article has some fasination:

YAre anunlucky few of us --and perhaps not so few at that --being cap-
tured with the same ease as we would net butterflies, perhaps for 'zo0-
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logical specimens,' perhaps for vivisection or some other horrible death
designed to reveal to our interplanetary invaders 'what makes us tick?'
"There is a great deal of evidence that just this is going on. It is
evidence, mostly, of inexplicable levitations into the sky by invisible
and wnknown forces, sometimes accompanied by electrical or magnetic
phenomena which our science is powerless to explain.' 165.

The article ended with the 'horrible conclusion" that humans were being
"fished for." As Gray Barker would remark in his November issue of The
Saucerian:'What was that Charles Fort said about .'being fished for?'™ 146,

November .
Adamski tries to keep Jerrold Baker in line.

With the publication of Flying Saucers Have Landed proving a big success,
fame and fortune beckoned to AEng'sh and he became concerned Jerrold Baker
would spoil the party. Adamski's most impressive evidence to support his
contact story was photographic and Baker was suppose to have been present when
one of the photos was taken so Baker's verification was important. Although
Baker had signed a statement attesting to the picture's authenticity, Adamski
still worried, and for good reason as it would turn out. (Adamski had also
obtained affidavites from witmesses to his supposed desert contact with the
Venusian back on November 20,1952. Adamski had a thing about the "power of
paper.") Within a month this characteristic of his would cause amnoyance to
the FBI).

On November 2, 1953, Adamski wrote a letter to Baker, reminding the young
ex-Air Force Sergeant that one of the Venusian scout ship pictures was comnect-
ed with his name and it behooved him to take advanage of the fact and make
some money for himself by joining the lecture curcuit. 167.

If the letter was an attempt to avoid trouble with Baker, it didn't work.
Baker was no longer under Adamski's influence. Baker had married the woman
named "Irma" who had been a frequently visitor to Palomar Gardens and was never
fooled by any of the nonsense she witnessed there.

As for the other associates of Adamski, they were no threat. Karl Hunrath
was among the missing, possiblity dead in an as yet undiscovered plane wreck;
and George Hunt Williamson, although still around, was not about to ruin
things, having written his own contactee book, The Saucers Speak, and had
already signed on with a lecture agency. - -

For Williamson to cast doubt on Adamski's activities would be to cast
doubt on his own.

Williamson probably didn't really need Adamski that much. He had been
in the occult society for some time and knew the ropes, moveover, he seems
to have been firmly comnitted to 'New Age" thinking and all that implied.

UFO authority Dr. Jacques Vallee came across Williamson when he researched

the occult world of Los Angeles of the late 1940s-50s, A William Dudley
Pelly, who had a rather extreme political background, established an occult
organization called "Soulcraft” and produced a 1950 book inspired by 'auto-
matic writing' titled Star Guests. According to Vallee, Williamson was a
Soulcraft Publication employee for a time in Noblesville, Indiana; before
moving to California in the early 1950s where he established a friendship

with Adamski(In fact Williamson was not the man's real name. His actual .
name was '"Michel d'Cbrenovic'). Vallee also suggested the possibility Adam-

ski and Pelly were acquainted and that it was Pelly who may have introduced
Williamson(d' Obrenovic) to the California contactee. 168.




45,
November lst.
Blue-green '"haze" circles Detroit:

“FLT 3-C 4602D AISS 041. UFOB. FOLLOWING INFORMATION GIVEN THIS UNIT
15302 3 NOv BY FBI AGENT HOWARD, DETROIT OFFICE FBI. (deleted) ENGLISH,
ENSIGN US NAVAL RESERVE, HOME ADDRESS (deleted), UNION LAKE, MICHIGAN,
OFFICE PHONE DETROIT(deleted), REPORTED FOLLIWING UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT
TO AGENT HOWARD 2 MOV. OBJECT SIGHTED 02307 1 NOV APPROXIMATELY 25
MILES WEST OF DETROIT MXICHIGAN, ACCORDING TO AGENT HOWARD, ENGLISH
STATES OBJECT WAS BLUISH-GREEN HAZ® WITH NO MATERIAL BODY. OBJECT HEAD-
ED TOWARD DETROIT, CIRCLED CITY SIX TIMES AND HEADED IN AN EASTERLY DI-
RECTICON AT GREAT SPEED AND DISAPPEARED. OBJECT ESTIMATED TO BRE 7000 TO
10000 FEET HIGH., FAIRLY LARGE, AND REQUIRED ELEVEN SECONDS TO COMPLETE
A DEFINITE ORBIT OF THE CITY. SOURCE POSITIVE OBJECT NOT A REFLECTION.
SCURCES WIFE WHO IS A LICENSED AIRCRAFT PILOT VARIFIES SIGHTING." 169,

France.

On the second day of the month a reddish light zoomed through the valley
where the town of Bormieure was located. A violent gust of wind that blew
off roofs was attributed to the light's passage. 170.

November 3rd.

Yet another report from English military came in on MNovember 3rd from RAF
flying officers C. Smythe and T.S. Johnson. The two pilots were the two man
crew of a Vampire jet crusing at 20,000 feet on November 3rd. The two fly- -
ing officers sighted a brilliant, circular object emitting a bright glow a-
round its periphery moving high above at tremendous speed A report was made
to the air station commander who forwarded the paperwork to the War Office.
171.

The same day at 4:00 p.m. students and their headmaster at a Denton,Eng-
land, Catholic school witnessed a intermittenly flashing object at a high
altitude which hovered for about 30 minutes and then travelled south toward
the English channel.

A hour later a British Army radar unit at Lee Green, 18 miles from Denton,
tracked an unexplained target, range 30,000 yards, Through a telescope the
object appeared round and white. 172. 173,

Westwego, la.

Across the Atlantic at Westwego. La., in the U.S.A. at 8:25 p.m., a tri-
angle formation of three objects, the lead object a red color and the other
two white-appearing, were seen changing course a number of times, pause for a

while in the sky, and then resumed its odd movements. The objects were in
view for some 10 minutues. 174,

November Sth
Activity over North Africa.

A flying cigar was spotted over Tenes, Algeria; and another one over Monte-
notte, also in Algeria. A luminous trail was emitted by a flying body seen
above Tixter, Morrocco, at 1:30 p.m. 175,

November 9th. Omaha, Nebraska.

A bright red cylinder with flashing light was visible to several people
at midnight on November 9th high in the sky. Within a few seconds witnesses : -

f
%
i

>



46,

sighted a numl;er of sm;ill, flashing, star-like points which ared in the
vicinity of the cylinder. This Onaha phenomenon was visible in the sky for
some six minutes. 176,

November 10th.
“If I hadn't seen it with my own eyes I wouldn't have believe it.”

When a glowing, slow moving, object floated over Detroit, Michigan, 8:30
p.m. November 10, 1953. Scorces of citizens alerted newspapers offices and
police stations. The UFO put on a colorful show, glowing white, and then
slowly changing to orange, and then to red. The thing drifted out of view
in the direction of Canada.

The Detroit Times obtained a number of comments from witnesses. Two per-
sons questioned were policemen who were former Navy pilots.

While Willow Run radar reported no contact, the object was real to patrol-
man Louis Kozma who told the Times he thought a white-hot heated bar of steel
was floating in the atmosphere, six by two feet in size.

Another patrolman, Kermit Ziegler, was quoted as saying:"If I hadn't seen
it with my own eyes I wouldn't have believed it." 177,

Word from police in Detroit's Ecorse district was that at 8:45 p.m,, ap-
proximately, an aircraft flew below the strange object in the sky and the
UFO disappeared when the plane came near and only re-appeared when the air-
craft had passed by. 178,

“Circled their car." A riddle in Norway.

One day in November, 1953, as the story goes, two Norwegians, Trygve
Jansen and Fru Gudrun Buflod, were cut for a Arive near Oslo when a disc-
shaped object with "'gaseous wings" began to follow their car. The disc
came closer and closer, and then it circled the car once before coming to a
stop about 25 feet in the air a short distance down the road. Alarmed,
Jansen the driver, braked to a stop, afraid to drive under the strange ob-
ject. Peering at the now stationary object, the two Norwegians could see
that the disc-shaped object was about six feet wide, with "legs" vrotruding
from the bottom and a "dome" protruding from the too surface. Both of the
Norwegians had "the feeling they were being observed and also suffered from
a prickly feeling." The encounter ended when the object suddenly zoomed

away,

That evening a mmbness in the arm bothered Fru Buflod; and his friend,
Jansen, while having no physical cormplaints, found that his wristwatch had
stopped running. When Jansen took the timepiece to a shop to have it fixed,
the repairman said the mechanism needed extensive work since it appeared a
powerful magnetic field had apparently effected the moving parts. Another
strange result of the disc encounter was that the paint job on the tar, a
i:._gl yellowish beige, temporarily turned a shiny green for about 24 howrs,

Canadian "saucer watch™ goes public,

Wilbert Smith labored hard to establish his 24 hour "saucer observatory" at
Shirley Bay, a site 10 miles west of Ottawa. Smith moved a small wooden shed
into place and set up a mumber of devices inside;a gamma-ray counter; a mag- -
corder; and a radio set operating at full volume, 530 kilocycles; to pick wp

tive gadget installedon a firm concreéte platform.  Smith's theory was that a
fluctuation in the earth's gravitational field would take place if a gemuine

b

i
netometer to measure electrical charge; various types of radar; an ionosphere re-:

any radio noise, but he was especially proud of a recording gravimeter,a sensi- .
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flying saucer passed by. He believed that the saucer's powerplant produced a
type of "sink” in some sort of magnetic fashion, and that such a process ex-
tracted energy for the saucer's engine, thus the saucer could whiz through the
atmosphere propelled by the omipresent magnetic field. Smith expressed op-

timism:'We are hopeful that we can pick up a saucer with our apparatus within
a year or so." 180,

Word leaked out, and on November 11, 1953, a number of newsstories(See news-
paper clippings) appeared. The “saucer observatory" was linked closer to the
Canadian government than was warrented by such publicity, and the supposed
strong connection strained relations between Smith and the scientific comittee
that permitted his experiments. As Smith would say later, looking back on
those days:'"My neck was out." 181,

North Bay, Canada.

News of Smith's work did encourage the Toronto Globe and Mail to publish an

update on a series of UFO sightings at North Bay, a location that may have had
something to do with a RCAF airbase. (See newsclipping). 182,

Strange reports from Chio. (See newsclippings)

November 14th. 'Flying pancakes."

A couple of civilians standing at the corner of Royal and Conti streets in
New Orleans, Louisiana; looked up at 6:05 p.m. November 14th. The two men
looked up and saw two objects, a silver 'ball" and a silver "pancake' moving
slowly toward the northwest. The "ball” was above the *‘pancake" at a two
o’clock position, and it appeared spherical until it '"banked over,' revealing
its true shape: a "pancake form" like the other UFO. 183.

France.

Semething a brilliant green zoomed over the French city of Nancy 9:10 p.m.
the evening of November 1l4th. Eyewitnesses compared it to the full moon
noted that, after flying level, it slanted upward in a climb. 184.

November 15th. England.

A British meteor jet passing over Yorkshire was accompanied momentarily by
a "silver sphere.” The UFO moved to a position above and behind the aircraft,
and then it dropped down and begen swinging back and forth like a pendulum.
Shortly a.g;er this peculiar series of maneuvers, the object shot away at high
speed, 185,

November 16th. ''Angel Hair."

In America another “silver ball'' followed an aircraft with unusual results,
According to a press report:

"a fluffy blanket, dead white, almost ephemeral in its delicacy and
apparently electrically charged, may be the San Fernando Valley's first
physical contact with visitors from outer space. .

"Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dagelo, who live near the corner of White Oak and
Haynes, four men who reside on White Oak, a couple of next door neigh-
bors of the Dangelos and a bakery truck driver arriving in the area
on his rounds, saw the vaporous blanket settle over the district.
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"'We were watching three jet planes,' Mrs. Dangelo recalls. 'Then,
behind them, we saw a huge silvery ball. We thought maybe it was a
tow-target, or something, connected to one of the jets. But then
the jets peeled off and landed. The silvery ball kept flying. It
moved up and down, and --even sideways. Finally, a long streamer of
white stuff, almost like a vapor trail, spewed ocut of its back end. It
detached itself from the ball and began settling earthward. It spread
out, stringy, sort of, like white wool being shredded, and it drooped
down all over the neighborhood like cobwebs. Wires rumning to our
home turned white. They still sparkle at night.®

“The bakery truck driver, Bob Tilt, rolled into the neighborhood about
that time.

"*'1 began noticing white stuff, like spider webs. It was everyvhere,
all over my wind-shield.' he said. 'I didn't see any of it in other
neighborhoods that day. I've never seen anything like it before or
since.'

"They called lockheed Aircraft Corp., Burbank. In the words of one
woman:

"*An engineer was sent out to see us. He was young and cocky, and ap-
proached us with a very sneering attitude. When he left, with a hand-
ful of the white stuff, he was silent and bug-eyed. The next day an
engineer came from North American Aviation, and on the third day one
from Douglas, They've never told us what they learned, but we've heard
the stuff could not be analyzed.'

*The material looks like finely shredded wool or spum glass. Held be-
tween the fingers for a few mintues, it dissolves into nothing, Mrs.
Dangelo, describing its static qualities, said it often seemed to 'jump!
from a bush or tree and cling to one's hair.

"Could it be nothing more than spider webs? O(bservers say no. Others,
familar with plant fungi, discount the possibility the mystery substance
is mealy bug stuff.’ 186,

Another press report that made the rounds made the claim it was the Air
Force that had sent civilian engineers to investigate. 187, This rumor
might have been true since the military was trying to play down the UFO pro-
blem, and we have very interesting evidence that investigations of that sort
were occurring. There is a letter in BLUE BOOK files, dated November 18,
1953, that states in no uncertain terms at least one member of the U.S. In-
dustrial establishiment was doing some UFO investigations for the Air Force
in a clandestine manner. (See reproduced letter)

Al Chop speaks out.

Since February, 1953, Albert M. Chop had been busy with his new job on the
public relations staff of Douglas Air craft at Santa Monica, which was hardly
as exciting as his tenure manning the Pentagon's Air Force Press Desk for a
year and a half, The UFO subject, Ruppelt once said, was like strong drink
-=its hard to shake,

Chop was still maintaining his keen interest and was willing to offer an
update criinion vhen approached by the Los Angeles Daily News columist Matt
Weinstock.

The ex-Pentagon employee told Weinstock he wasn't buying stories of "little

men'' popping out of landed flying discs, nor was he about to take seriously the

visions of well-meaning mystics(Adamski, Bethurum), yet he was convinced some-
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thing unexplained was taking place.
Official Air Force statistics that put explained UFO reports at 80-90

per cent Chop found unacceptable, and he confirmed rumors that Pentagon off-
icials were sharply divided on the UFO issue.

When questioned by Weinstock, Chop said radar-visual cases made it hard to

write off all UFO reports, moveover he pointed out that the Tremonton, Utah,
UFQ film was still classified "unknown."

88As for the space visitor theory, Chop told Weinstock:'We just don't know."
188,

Wrote Weinstock:"'Chop...figures prominently in Keyhee's book, sometimes
unhappily out of context or in a misleading inference...™ 189,

General Garlamd's persomal "spy" reports in. (See letter)

UFO excitement overseas,

The increase of UFO sightings in England had repercussions. The War Off-
ice was sitting on UFO reports made by military persommel and it pondered
making the information public. By late November officials acted.

November 19th.

For some reason the British War Office chose to acknowledge same UFO
activity,
Britain Officially Record.} —____-_-__
Sighting Of 'Saucer’
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BLUE BOOK received a message about English developments on the 19th
which contains a remark about a rise in interest in the UFO controversy

by the English public.

Ve -~ angy i R TN

&%me - 3 Nov 1953 (Englund}
TESEX IGSGAGEY RECEIVED 19 Sovewber 1953 RESANODS SIGATING IN ENGLATD:

. ; . .. S N
1. A brisish sergesnt and four- sssistants wre testing o rodar set {n e London
suburd, Suddesly, sn Lstecse sfgosl flasbed oo the set--fnr greater than those obe
taioed from.ordinary plecss., The signal caow from s object vhich seeowd circulse
o spherical sad white in colors -

The Cive padar 2we knew they were dealing with a nysterious metallic object
about the site of & very large bember, Por fifteen nimutes, the strange siznal
porsisted on the redar. Then the object sped off oved the English countrywide at
a baight of 60,000 feet.

Two RAP officers flying.s Jet at 20,000.feet also eav the saucer-shaped
pbeaoxensa. They said the huge apherold was giving off or reflecting a fievce
Lght < and paased thair plane st trevendous spced.

The Britfsh Var 0ffice snd the Roysl Afr Porce Fighter Comwnd are said to
bave begun wp investigetion. - ,

- e - LR T

as The British ¥ar Office and ALr Ninletry confirmed this rorning thst a “atrenge
object” bad bess traeked on Novesber 3rd by Army radar. The object--s mmtsllte
phesomensa the size of A very large bomber--alto vas sighted by two Royal Asr Force
officers flying in & jeot plane, Even ss an favestigation wes begun, a wvomaa In i
Zoax!ua had sighted & "wysterious oblect” in the night aky oa the sese doy
and Isys later,. T 7. s -
3. People in England sre up in the air over & nsw “flying sxuzer” controversy,
The setevrologicsl office’in Loodem ssys s white disc reporied by tve flisrs sad
tared over & Tadar screen Is Bothing Put a veatter Balloon, Another offleisl
clatzs the slieped "flyiug esveer® fits the descripticn of a nev elrcraft Yelng
ballt Yy A tmtam.:hdﬁe&}m& 0 nere tha pover.

g mame o L

More English UFO news. The Morth Atlantic.

Royal Air Force Flight Lt. Robert Alston-Patterson was piloting an
American-made B-29 on a flight out of Marham Field, Norfolk, England, on
November 19th. It was 0917Z. The bomber was at 10,000 feet, flying at
215 knots and was on a heading of 260 degrees. The air was perfectly
clear with visibilty 10-22 miles. The plane was about 300 miles SW of
Iceland.

Suddenly a long, cigar-~shaped, object of an illuminous red color zoomed
passed. The object was at the same altitude as the B-29 and was in sight
for about 10 seconds, crossing the pilot's field of vision at the 9, 10, and
11 o'clock positions. Lt. Alston-Patterson reported that the oblong object
showed illuminated windows similar to a passenger airliner but had no navi-
gation lights and had flames shooting from its rear. The thing moved at a
phenomenal rate of speed. The message to the Americans from the British
air base, Kindley field, Bermuda, had the followingcomment from the base
Intelligence Officer:"Due to peculiar characteristics and the phenomenal
speed it is believed the object could not be an aircraft, either conven-

tional or jet.' 190, Shades of Chiles-Whitted!
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France, November 19th.

The citizens of Vigan, and others living in the swrrounding countryside,
were attracted to the sky by a strange whistling in the wind. Above the
southern horizon a white sphere could be seen dropping, or diving, down-
ward. The descent was halted abruptly and the sphere hovered for a few
moments. The ball-like object then shot back straight up to where it had
come from, somewhere high in the atmosphere. A distant thunder-like noise
was heard when the object departed. 191.

November 19th again.
"1 always laughed at flying saucer stories.”

A Mr. Wells, Assistant Fire Chief at the US Naval Mine Countermeasures
Station, Panama City, Florida, plainly saw a "flying saucer.'” He told Air
Force investigators that:'...he had always laughed at Flying Saucer stories,
but that now he was convinced, after what he saw, that there is such a
thing." 192. The Air Force, finding that Mr, Wells was a poor judge of
distance and altitude, assumed he had just seen one of the many aircraft
that were in the area at the time(Note that Mr. Wells said the UFO stopped
twice, and appeared over , and circled, the Countermeasures Station. How
could distance and altitude affect the case that much?} (See report} 193.

Pennsylvania.

An abbreviated account appeared in the CSI rterly Bulletin concerning
UFO activity on this date:'"Nov. 20, 1953, 6:30 PM. anton, Pa.; two high
flying bright objects reverse flight, then joined by six more amber colored
lights, three on each.' 194,

Student hoax in Switzerland. (See newsclipping)
South Africa.

Following London's lead, South Africa'’s Defense Headquarters publicly
ammounced on November 20, 1953, that experienced, reliable cbservers in the
South African Air Force had submitted UFO reports to their superiors and
that most recently a radar contact with something solid and unexplained was
recorded. The blip was high over Cape Peninsular.

A Pretoria Defense Headquarters spokesman announced:

"We have some very clear descriptions of the phenomena by experienced
officers trained in the detection of rockets and other objects moving
at high speed. We have accumulated a great deal of information. There
is now regular exchange of information between our Air Force and the
Royal Air Force. Reports have also been referred to military intell-
igence." 195.

There was comment on UFOs elsewhere in the British Commonwealth, but not
of a very favorable kind:

*In November, 1953 a question was asked in the House of Representatives
about numerous sightings of UFOs over Australia. The then Minister for
Air, Mr. McMahon, replied that the 'saucers' were more a problem for the
psychologist than the defense authorities.” 196,
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Flying Saucer Fake
Sells Geneva Paper

Geneva. Nov. 21 l'?ii-ce;aeva’s
major newspaper, La Sulsse, sold
like hot cakes this morning,

The placard advertising the
paper throughout the city an.
nounced: “Flylng Saucer Lands
at Geaeva Alrport.”

Hundreds of disappointed resd-
ers who found no reference to
apy fiying saucer in the paper
telephoed the editorial offives.
They were told the placards were
counterfeits, posted during th
night by students, 5

Smith runs into trouble.

In Canada press reports tied the government to Wilbert Smith's strange ex-
periments at Shirley Bay, an unfortunate thing in light of recent develop-
ments. A member of project SECOND STOREY, Dr. P.M. Millman, was moved to
draft a letter that made clear the DRB's role in regards to the "saucer de-
tection station" was:".,.mainly advisory...' 197, He also wrote in a way
that de-emphasized any impression there was official recognition of any
real results from Smith's activities:"...most of the observational material
does not lent itself to a scientific method of investigation." 198.

Captain Walter Karig, Special Deputy to Chief of Information, U.S. Navy.

Its incredible,but over the years the debut of Keyhoe's Flying Saucers
From Quter Space has completely overshadowed another sensational UFO pub-
Tishing event about the same time:'Operation UFO: The Official Truth About
Flying Saucers," a two page article in the November 22, 1953 issue of the
American Weekl The authorship was startling:Captain Walter Xarig, Special
Deputy to Chief of Information, U.S. Navy!

Scanning Capt. Xarig's writings, we find he confirms the UFO encounter by
the Secretary of Navy Dan Kimball over the Pacific back in 1952 giving the
case semi-official status. By using the Kimball incident as a way of an
introduction to the UF0 problem, Capt. Karig then pointed out that 20 per
cent of the UFO cases on file were listed unknown and went beyond the Air
Force position on the unknowns by confessing these unknowns had common
characterists:color, shape, and maneuvers(Had he seen the Battelle study
results then being given its finishing touches?)

The Deputy Chief then referred to the Tremonton film which asserted was:
', ..still under study.' 199. The one important point about the UFO film is
that Capt. Karig goes into some important detail about the motion of the
objects shown on the frames by stating that one of the UFOs was moving in a
single direction although travelling in an undulating mamner. The other
nine objects shifted with it but at the same time revolved around this
"nucleus body" in a:*...steep, tight, funmel-shaped spiral." 200.

The Navy official went on to discuss other cases. particularly the big
UFQ flap at Washin(gton D.C. in July 1952 for which he entertains no pro-

saic explanation (unlike the Air Force). 201.

The night after the Karig article appeared Donald Keyhoe heard through
the Washington grapevine that the American ﬂg% essay had set off a big
row in official circles but that Capt. Karig powerful and protective
friends in high places and would not suffer any adverse effects.



A Hynek progress report: 13 November 1953. (See reproduced letter)-

*"Ballooney?"

The UFD question had now reached England's House of Commons. A clever
play on words summed up the official a.titude. A story in the Times read:

"The Speaker took the Chair at half past two o'clock.

'ALL  BALLOONEY' -

"Mr. Birch, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Defence (Flint,

West, C.), replying to Lieut.-Col. Schofield (Rochdale, C.) and Mr.
Bellenger (Bassetlaw, lab.), who asked about flying cbjects recently
observed by airmen and members of Anti-Aircraft Command, said that
two experimental meteorological balloons were observed at different
times on November 3, and another by a member of Anti-Aircraft Com-
mand. There was nothing peculiar about either of the occurrences.
{Laughter.)

*He added in answer to further questions that these balloons were
fitted with a special device to produce as large an echo on a radar
screen as an aircraft. He was not closely in touch with the Norwich
Astronomical Society which had reported dome-shaped objects emitting
light from their domes being observed at night. (Laughter.) The
balloons in question had been allowed to escape at unusual times,
and he hoped there would not be any more trouble.

"Mr. Isaacs (Southwark, Lab.): Will the Minister agree that this
story of flying saucers is all ballooney? {Loud laughter.)

"Mr. Birch said that Mr. Issac's appreciation was very nearly cor-
rect. (Laughter.)" 202.

The "vanishment' over Lake Michigan.

An early edition of the Chicago Tribune carried an odd story. (See news-
paper clipping) .
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On November 27th a Kimross Field spokesman told the Sault Ste. Marie,

Michigan, Evening News that the missing all-weather Scorpion intercetor had
been in pursuit of a Canadian C-47. 203.

In the meantime, land search teams checked the shoreline of the Copper
County veninsula while the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Woodrush criss-crossed
the lake waters in the area where the jet was last Teported. In the sky,
American and Canadian aircraft scanned the region from the air looking for
amy trace of the plane and aircrew. s e )

If the F-89 had gone down where it was last reported, its crew had little
chance of surviving. The jet disappeared over the middle of the lake and
wind-driven snow flurries were whipping up sizable waves. The water was so
cold the pilot and radar operator could not lived very long if they had been
unable to launch their life raft.

Since the F-89 was attempting to intercept a '"civilian C-47" according to
official records, the file on the jet's vanishment was put in the U.S. Air
Force's '"accident report" reference collection. This accident file contains
little to add to what can be found in other source materials. It says that
the air was stable the night of the incident and that the precipitation was
coming from scattered cloud layers at 5,000 and 8,000 feet.

Once the F-89 was scrambled it was given a west-northwest, as well as a
directly west, vector. The unknown was crossing the Soo Lock area moving
.east to west. The Air Force jet then, was behind and to the UFO's port
side at the start of the intercept. The Scorpion aircraft immediately
fought for altitude, climbing quickly to 30,000 feet.

There is no mention the U.S. Air Defence GCI site had height finding cap-
ability but we do know Lt. Moncia, pilot of the F-89, radioed for permission
to drop down to 7,000 feet (Did Lt. Moncia have visual contact with the UFO,
or did he received height information from ground radar?). The F-89 turned
east-northeast and dived on the unknown.

At a location 70 miles east of Keeweenaw point and 8,000 feet altitude,
GCI radar shown that the jet's blip had merged with that of the UFO's. What
happened then is the great mystery. There was no more radio contact with
the interceptor and the jet's blip on the radar screen abruptly disappeared.
hzdg\zeover, according to UFO authority Richard Hall; the UFO blip also vanished.

The official Air Force interpetation is that the F-89 ran into trouble
right after the intercept, crashing into the waters of Lake Superior. Capt.
R.C. White of the Air Force Press Desk at the Pentagon replied to an inquiry,
stating that Lt. Moncia had not radioed any intercept information, visual or
airbourne radar contact,with the bogie, nor had he set off any 'Mayday' dis-
tress signal. 205.

Later(1958) it was learmed that the Air Force had given two quite differ-
ent answers to the relatives of the missing airmen. One version had the
F-89 banking underneath the C-47 and striking the lake's surface with a wing-
tip, while a second version had the F-89 exploding for some reason at a high
altitude!? 206.

The true significance of the Kimross case was not a high-strangeness rat-
ing(There are too many gaps in the cases to make it a good example of a UFO
incident), but in how the episode was percieved by students of the UFO pro-
blem. Many, Keyhoe included, suspected that the UFO was an alien spaceship
had "swallowed" the Air Force fighter. The truth of the matter is, that
since there was no radio contact with the plane and no wreckage was ever
found, no one knows what happened.
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A note placed in Air Force BLUE BOOK files titled:''THE KIMROSS INCIDENT"
states:"It was determined from Norton AFB that the F-8% was scrdmbled to in-
tercept an unidentified aircraft which was sucessfully accomplished. The
aircraft was reported in as a Dakota (Canadian C-47)." (See note page 55-A)
207, "his statement counterdicts PIO Capt. White's denial that any intercept-
ion information was received. If a person accepted the C-47 explanation(as
did Dr. Menzel), they would have to explain why the Canadian Air Force denied
any knowledge of an encounter over the lake that night. A RCAF C-47 was in
the general region that night but it was flying much farther north over land
and traveling in the opposite direction as the UFO! 208.

Officially the Air Force suggested vertigo(dizziness and loss of orienta-
tion) as the cause of the jet crash. 209,

There is only the barest clue to the possible fate of the F-89:"...Algoma
Central -Railway workers reported hearing a crash that could have been caus-
ed by the F-89 according to the Sault Star files. The railway workers heard
the sound only about 100 miles from the Sault." 210.

"Closed forever."

An article in the London Evening Standard took notice of Sir Harold Spen-
cer Jones, F.R.S.:"The Astronomer Royal conducts an enquiry into strange ob-
jects in the sky and concludes that it is time the question was closed for-
ever." 211.

The Air Force had developed a habit during every UFO flap, a habit of an-
nouncing it "was going to set up camers to try and get a picture of one of
the supposed flying saucers,’” a project that never quite got off the ground.
In late 1953 there was yet another such annoucement:

Cameras Set Up
For Saucers 157

WASHINGTON - (INS) —
The Air Force said Saturday
special cameras have been set
up around the natlon for if and
when any “flying saucers™ come
into view. The Alr Force ad.
mitted it stil is baffléd by 10
per cent of the 230 saucer re.
ports received iIn 1953 but ex-'
pressed hope the new equipmmx‘
may provide the answers, ° |}

"Can Martians Mate With Humans?"

A silly article in the November 1953 issue of Sir! magazine speculated
that since reported flying saucer pilots were human-like, perhaps they and
mankind evolved from a common humanoid ancester.

*"Results of the Robertson Panel."
late in 1953 CIA official Todos Odarenko wrote:

“The consultants who considered this problem in January 1953 recom-
mended that UFOB's be stripped of special status and aura of mystery
and that policies on intelligence, Training, and public education per-
tinent to true indications of hostile intent or action be prepared.
The definite drop in the number of 'sightings' reported during 1953
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THE XINROSS INCIDERT

This incident was not reported to ATIC as a UPQ sighting and
therefore wve have no case file. Due to the great omount of
pablic interest in this incident ATIC contacted the Flying
Safety Division at Norton AFB, California for information per-
taining to this aircraft accident. It wvas determined from
Torton AFB tiat the F-89 was scrambled to intercept on uniden.
tified mircrart which was succegsfully accomplished. The
aircraft was reported in as a Dakota (Canadian C-47). From
the time that the P.89 started to return to base nothing of
vhat happened is definitely known. It is presumed by the
officinls at Rorton AFE that the pilot prodably suffered from
vertigo and crashed into the lake. The wreckage has never
deen recovered. This case 18 carried in Air Force Afrcraft
Accident Records.

v
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over 1952 could be attributed to actions following these recommenda-’
tions. Two recent books('Flying Saucers From Outer Space' by Keyhoe
and 'Flying Saucers Have Landed' by Leslie and Adamski) take full.
advantage of 'official' UFOB renmorts released by the Air Force to de-
velop a central theme that UFOB's are extraterrestrial in origin.
Fortunately, the latter book is so nonsensical and obviocusly fraudulent
that it may actually help calm down public reaction. These books do,
however, illustrate the risk taken by the present policy. There are
no other as yet apparent results of these recommendations." 212.
December.
Strasbourg, France, on December 1st.
Two gardeners working on University grounds sighted a 'brilliant disc"
moving back and forth in the sky. Shortly thereafter the object took off
at high speed in a southern direction. 213.

Lorenzen's APRO fills the vacuum left by the Air Force.

- (See newsclipp-
ing)
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South America.

In Brazil a Dr. Olvao T. Fontes happened on a book about UFOs, read it,
and became hooked. He corresponded with a friend who lived in New York, ask-
ing for more UFO reading material. Dr. Fontes would become, in time, the most
important overseas investigator for American group APRO.
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Dr. Fontes claimed that working with the 5-6 UFQ books available to him
he was able to compile a statistical pattern which produced a periodicity of
26 months and a geograhical distribution that indicated a big wave of UF0
sightings was due in August 1954 either in Furope or South America.

The extraterrestrial solution, Dr. Fontes wrote, should be accepted and
he proposed that the 'saucer p110ts" were engaged in preliminary activities
to an unknown "last step.'' 214,

A civilian investigates UF0s for the Air Force.

As requested by Brig. General Garland, civilian industrialist Alexander
Wall investigated a remarkable UFO report at Hampton Bays, Long Island, N.
Y. Mr, Wall interviewed the witness, took pictures of the area, and checked
with the local police. (See letters) 215.

December 3rd.

Aﬁprox:mately 100 miles southwest of Hampton Bays is the city of Belmar
e New Jersey coast. A 1st Lt. Herbert Greenfeder, Air Force Reserve,
was at Belmar the night of December 3rd. At 7:35 p.m. he saw something:

"...1 happened to look in the sky and noticed the constellation
Orion, which at that time was low on the horizon. Having been a
navigator in the Air Force, I am interested in seeing the very bright
planet which was almost at Zenith. I believe the planet was Jupiter.
While observing the planet I noticed a strangé illuminated object pass-
ing just below the planet referred to. At first I thought I was ob-
serving a meterite because of the great speed at which the object was
moving. I was able to follow the object for about 4 to 6 seconds.
When I first sighted the object it was traveling in a course approxi-
mately 270 degrees, and after about 3 to 4 seconds the course changed
rather rapidly to 360 degrees and the object moved out of my field of
vision. The object was shaped in the form of ovoid, It had a pul-
sating light orange color. I would assure that the object was travel-
ing at a speed anvwhere between 1500 to 2000 miles per hour. The sky
was absolutely cloudless and the object was at a tremendously high
altitude.™ 216,

Foggy UFOs.

Three civilians, two men and a woman, were riding in a car in the outskrits
of Seymour, Indiana, approximately at midnight, exact date umknown, December
1953, The three noticed a meteor-like glow approach out of the northern sky.
When the blob got near enough, the witnesses could see that the glow was com-
ing from two sources. The sources were a couple of large “circular rings of
white smoke,” of a cloudy substance that stayed in a plane with no upper or
lower structures{like a uancake) The two objects moved across the heavens
in a close, staggered formation. The flight path and maneuvers that were ob-
served were an in-line approach in a steady decent, becoming stationary at one
point, and then the UFOs accelerated at a tremendous velocity at an abrupt
angle. The discernable features that were noted were:four bright equidistant
spots of light that rotated slowly in a clockwise direction, all within the
same plane. These brilliant points seemed to be origin of the "cloudy aura"
which cloaked the UFOs, which is how the witnesses tried to explain their vis-
ion. 217,
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H e, t tbey moved, he cane to the cenclualen Luro wes
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drove aver 1o the othrr side and concludad that do otaervics
car Lollowing the turns $n the road, it mipht copear 1o soneono
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At 11:07 p.m. December 3rd an Air Force fighter, call-sign 'Mailbag Red,”
was diverted from combat air patrol to investigate a UFO over North Truro,
Massachusetts., Only a file card on the case exists in BLUE BOOK records:

.,

V. QATE . TiuR GRTKIP 1Locanen

3 pec 53 Y adep Morth TYuro, Mass -

3. souace 18, CONCAUMON ATRORAST

nilitary e afe obser Bo data B 4 to indfcate that
this sighting could ot ba attriduted o an ofc. Request for

4. WUNSEIR OF OQIECTS tpecific info on an sfc {nares pot complied with (not recoived)

ane

5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11 BAIEF SLOMARY AND ANALYUS
feturn alape md si3e of o/c. Brrotic chanzes i alt, speed in

S SUNE ] 022080 Of TOO tph. Vimusl from D025 o/c flying st 210, knots
. "'IO"JB!"??’“N &% 10,00 £% picked up on eir redsr. ObJ wvas IO mile N yth

il YIS0 ¥ of observer at 10,000 £t headingon course of O30 degy. WX
ng.:mm fxoorte iy elesr, .
7. CouNsE
e
. Moy
B Yen
Yo

% PNYNCAL EVIDENCS

B Yoe
O N

ronn
i FIO 50043 0379 (TOE} " vvwwims ctions of 26s tum wop bo anste .

Rig meteor?

What the American CIA termed an unusually large meteor excited wide areas
of Sweden, Dermark, and Belguim.

The Swedish General Staff showed renewed concern over such "meteors' and
their possible connections with Russian experiments, a concern that increased
during the following weeks when more strange aerial activity occurred.

England's Illustrated London News carried a story on December Sth that
showed continlied public interest in the UFO mystery:'Flying Saucer Contro-

versy; Meteorological Balloons, and Weather Conditions Which May Provide Ex-
planations of the Phenomenon."

British UFO data gathering.

According to one source the British Air Ministry assigned the job of UFO
investigating to its Intelligence section in November, 1953. 218,

Furthermore, the Fleet Air Arm was known to have forwarded some UF) reports
to the British Admiralty. Whether the British Navy and Air Force reports were
part of the same data bank was not indicated.

Early December. 1953, the British Air Ministry announced that:

*...regular interchange of information between Britain and America has

“'%fel whole thing is in the hands of intelligence people now. We can
however confirm that air crews who have reported certain unidentified
objects have been interrogated and that certain factors remain unexplain-
ed. We camnot say more than that.” 219,



59,

Two questions of interest to students of the UFO problem were answered by Air
Marshal Sir Victor Goddard, England's First Deputy Director of Air Intelligence
in the Air Ministry 1935-1940, who also claimed to have had the confidence of his
successors. In a letter written August 10, 1978, Sir Goddard states that there
never has been any sort of British UFQ project or official study. However, if
UFO reports were kept on file they would probably have been preserved in the
“civil section of the M.0.D. Secretariat and possibly the Home Office.” 220.

What about these possible UFO records?

A year after Sir Goddard's letter, a Mr. Jolm Stainer of Rock Barik, England,
happened to see something strange in English skies, as a result he wanted to
know more about UFOs. Mr. Stainer wrote the North Cheshire Herald:

v1 asked Derbyshire police what thev did with UFO sightings and they
said that they were passed to the Ministry of Defense.

"1 wrote to the Ministry but they told me that all UFO sightings came
under the Public Records Act, which prevents them from being published
for 30 years.

"I then asked them if I could see those which had ceased to come under
the Act, but the Ministry then told me that they had destroyed every one
prior to 1962.

"1 was staggered. How can all this evidence be lost to people who have
a genuine interest in the subject? I'm no flving saucer crank --just some-
one who became interested after seeing something strange in the sky." 221,

The Herald contact the Ministry of Defense for a reply to Mr. Stainer's claims.
An official government spokesman said:

"We can add little to what we told !Mr. Stainer. All the UTO records
are protected by the Public Records Act because we haven't the staff or
the time to edit those which mv be classified and to protect those in-
formants who wish to remain anonvmous.

"All 1FO reports prior to 1962 have been destroyed but it is not our
practice to destrov important papers. Thev would contain nothing to
suggest that they should have been retained.

"We recognise that there are many strange objects in the sky but there
are perfectly natural explanations for them --fireballs, re-entry of
satellite debris, mirages, aircraft lights and weather balloons.

"Our function is the implications for the air defence of the United
Kingdom. There are no reports which suggest that this defence is under
any threat from UFOs.' 222.

The statement by the Ministry of Defence spokesman did not impress Mr. Stain-
er who said:

"I accept that most UFOs have natural explanations. But if they are
all harmless, then why is there the need for all this secrecy? I
have written to Mr. Le Marchant and he has promised to make a full in-
vestigation into the Ministry's actions. I feel that the people of
this country have a right to see these reports and that they shouldn't
be lost forever.

"It's a case of heads they win, tails we lose, for as soon as the re-
ports become open to inspection, the defence people destroy them.' 223.

Canada's UFO files.

Canada, a member of the British Commonwealth, also treated its UFO records
in a fashion that shocked UFO researchers. UFO reports were kept by the Royal
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Canadian Mounted Police and in 1978 a civilian UFO researcher discovered that:

""...12 years of official UFO sightings reports from 1953 to 1965 have apparent-
ly vanished from government shelves.'' 224.
While we are talking about Canada, one might inquire about the fate of the

project SECOND STOREY paperwork since the government effort became inactive in

1953. It seems that the files were preserved by Canada's Department of Defence
and no new UFO project authorized in the years since then, however the govern-

ment would continue to check out any UFO incident that seemed to promise results

of substantial scientific value.
In 1968 Canadian UFO reports were placed in a file cabinet marked '"non-

meteoritic sightings' and the collection transferred to the Upper Atmosphere

Research Section of the Radio and Electrical Engineering Division of the Nation-
al Research Council, an organization based in Ottawa. 225.

December 7th.

Erratic "ashtray." (See Army document) 226.
December 8th.

"No longer jumps.'  (See Newsclipping)

The CIA reviews Keyhoe's saucer book. Was there a security breach? (See
reproduced CIA memo)

General Garland's ''secret agent' reports in. (See letter) 227,

The following is some UFO information compiled by the American CIA the day
after the memo on Keyhoe. Both reports were from France:

"Celestial Disk Changes Form."

"At about 1545 hours on 9 December, Charles Huaut, a carpenter from Saint-
Emilion, Gironde Department, observed a luminous, golden, round object
poised motionless at a high altitude. After 10 mintues, it changed posi-
tion noiselessly and assumed the form of several horseshoes, measuring
about 100 meters in diameter, enveloped in smoke trails. Then the entire
phenomenon disappeared.  Several other persons reported having seen it at
the time indicated above.

"At approximately the same time as Huaut made his observation, a man named
Simonneau and his wife, from Surgeres, Charente-Maritime Department, saw a
round object in the sky. It glowed with the colors of the rainbow and flew
at a great speed from north to south.' 228.

"Brilliant White Disk Sighted.

'"Recently, Madet, a civil servant of Montlucon, Allier Department, sighted
a brilliantly luminous white disk in the sky at approximately 2100 hours.
It was visible for 2 mintues, then traveled off at a great speed and dis-
appeared, without seeming to change its altitude, in the direction of the
Auvergne Mountains. A short while later, Madet saw a red, crgscent-s}.\aped
object which appeared to be three times as large as the moon in its first
quarter. The object disappeared at a great speed toward the southwest.
229,

England. December 8th.

A woman who had the initials "J.L." wrote to the Manchester Evening News on
the 9th saying that the previous evening a strange object was visible 1n the sky
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY
FORT GEORGEK -G. MEADE., MARYLAND

AIABB.Z 290441 - . 10 Decesber 1953
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-1, Oa? Dec.‘hcr 19& 1% was ruported. that Private First T
Class Alfred ¥, De Bonise, s 51153031, Beadquarters Battery, 89th
AML Battalion, Fort George 0, Meade, Maryland and Sergeant First
_Class Jones Conley, BA 12370618, Headquarters Battery, 69th AdA
~ T Battalion, s:l.ghtod. a strange object aver Fort George G, l«tm, .
-Maryland, )

3+ On 9 December 1353, De Bonise and Conley wers interviewed
" regarding the strenge objesct vhich was sighted by them at Z130
7 Docexber 1953, It was revealsd that they were atandiag in the ares
of Headquarters Battary, 89th AAA Battalion, Fort George G. Meads,
Haryland sisen thay oew the objost in the sky, Attentien was called -
to tha objest by a noise which reeembled the sound-of an artillery
.6bell in flight, The sound was not llke that of an sirplane or a
_‘:; trcck."% were no further powul.s after the initial whirring noi.n.
}K“E‘"—"“ .- N m—»‘ .‘_,a“ &3.\.. Ao w*““y - ‘ f
mm;,;,s. The object wee vhttc-ll skining '1:lkn s star®, It agpeu'd A
--m~to be large, very high ‘and shaped like a round ash tray, It moved
s with sa erratic motion, eventually fading ouk of sight in a north..
“sagterly &irection, De Bonies and Conley observed the object for about
- “twenty (20) mimmtes, mughtmclmandﬂm (=s8) -
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TATES GOVERNMENT

TO t Assistant Director, Scientific Intelligence DATE: § Lecexber 1553

-
I

TROM : Chief, Cperations Staff, o/ST .
SUDJECT: Pesort on Book Entitled 9Tlying Saucers fron Cuter Spaces

l. As requastad, ths subject book was revicyed by one of
ocur consultants with particular reference to possible security
wiclations eoncerming CIA's port in the flying satcer imvessigatdarm.,
2ertinent cozants of this consuliant are 23 follous:

a. "The book itself is highly readshls, tut the content
is highly disterted and filled with 9o many half-truths
and inferwmcos that I feel certain that the authsr Ls
knowingly cc-’ﬂ.t.ti.ng a perpatration. Pruminent in the boolk
is one Albert . Chop, an air [arce (Reserve) Public
Taforeation Qfficer who was on duty &t the Pentagun untdl
sreamtly- rateenive to inactive dutye. The anthor, Zeyhoe,.
nakes extensive uss of Chonis statenants and ixplies that
the Alr Force 13 dellideratoly concealirg positive con- : - .
clusions from the pudlic.

Be B5CIA is rantdonmed several times an page 242 of the
heak -~ nowhere else, Layhoe statas kere that & friend of
:ﬁ;, wisth h...,h lavel ‘contacts', told iz about February 17, .
1853, that:

1) cia 'gecnla' advised the iir Forea to put out
& report dehmmizing the saucers, tell the public the
project was ended and ihen eurry it onnndumm,
%op Secvet, 4

{2) Some of tha 'intelligence boys' were mad
as the devil at cntrmsmesmmeahwam

¢ ™CIA is sugmsm to have nods these recommerdations
Zollowing a fsecret high lovel briasfingt., Thers 4is no
agperent imwovladrs of the GIA panal regtings alihough the
Panelts raconmmmdstions nicht have been intarareted bty a -
fazstical sgucer ‘beslievert as "debunking!. Housver, thers
was ecriainly no yrecormwrdation that sujgested hidire any
irfapmetion fxsn the publis.
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d. "Therefore, Yeyhoe, havinz buily up a ‘tcsse! for
szucers beiny interplanetary, insists that the Adr Forca
{and CIN) Imow the 'truth! and are rcfusing to give tha
pudlis tha facts. .

" e, M saw D, Stefan T. Poszany (Chlef, USAFOIN Special
tudy GCroup) recently. He was not arare of any particwlar to.
concern in the Pemtagon over Leyhoa's zasertisms. Eowerer,
£t rdoat be wise to check directly with the officer who
rapleced Hajor Dewey Fournet in Current intalligence. I
believe his nams {3 Snith, Part of his duties are to follow
all reparis of sightings of U.3W0.15. .

£+ UAs to the possibility of 2 security breach, it is .
$r24culs 4o say. I suspect that Chop heard of CIA's ceing /[
briafed but thet no lezk oscurred regarding the O/SI Panel.®

2. It is bellaved that no security breach i3 invelved and
any investizetion of this book would onmly serve to focus additional
attention on an chvicus bit of semsatioral science "fiction”. "
T4 is recommonded, therefore, that no further action regefding the ||
ook be initizted by this office. -
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3 Decomber 1953

Amserican Machine & Foundry Company
Executive Offices

S1l1 Fifth Avenue

Now York 17, New York

Attention: Mr. Alexander C. Wall
Assistant to Vice President
Eungineering Division

Dear Mr. Wall:

In the absence of Brigadier General Garland who, As you may
know, {e presently in Walter Reed Hospital in Washingten, D. C.,
1 am taking the liberty of acknowledging the receipt of your letters
of 13 November and 2 Dacomber 1933,

In that I was not involved ln your conversation with General
Garland and our people here, I ain asking Lt Colonsl Johnston
to roview your lettors and the {aclosures.

1 am sure that were General Gal;hnd here, ho would express
hile appreciation for your assistance and interest in this matter.

Very truly yours,

cc: ATIA\/

GEO, L. WERTENBAKER
Colonel, USAF
Commander

60-E
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above the city of Moston. The object was giving off a strong white light, she
wrote, and it spun "like a top" during the 20 seconds it was in view. 230.

“Luminous globes."

A Mr. Perez was talking with three friends in the study of his home in
Lagny, France, at 11:35 a.m, December 10, 1953. He happened to glance out
a window that had a view of the eastern sky. While gazing in that direction,
Mr. Perez spotted four "luminous globles' that were green-hlue tinged and sharp-
ly outlined. The objects were in single file passing from the zenith to the
horizon. Amazed, he threw open the window but heard no sound. 231.

December 11th.

A noiseless, cigar-shaped, object travelled slowly over Wensleydale, Yorks,
England, on December 1lth. The time was 2:00 p.m. The object was in view
for six mintues.

A similar looking object, or possibly the same object, was spotted at 4:15
p.m. in the Yorkshire area. This second object was seen making a fast climb,
232.

England, it seems, was alive with UFO sightings during this period. Was
it due to Adamski's writings,or the publicity given the subject by the War
Office? In Burnley and Brierfield, for example, there were sightings of
hovering silver-colored objects on three separate occasions during the months
of November and December, 1953. 233,

France again.

In France again, on December 11th, a Mr. Madet, city emplovee of his home-
town of Marcillat in the Department of Allier,claimed to have observed a huge
white-colored flying dusc giving off brilliant ravs of light as it passed out
of sight over the Aumergne Hills, He said it was in sight for some two min-
utes which made the object a poor canidate for a meteor explanation. Within
morments of the UFO's disappearance another UFO came into view. The second
object was red and crescent-shaped, mc¢ving fast in a southwest direction. 234,

More from Canada. Welcome mat for Men From Mars and séucer hunt. (See
newsclippings}

Canada Pun
Up Flying

Canada Hunts;
Thing Seen In
Ontario's Sky

' Ozmu. Ont.. Dee. 1:
‘Canadian Alr Force radar apcrts
-scanned the skies for s “zhia:"

Saucer Post

Scientists Get Out
Welcome Mat for
Any Men From Mars

QTTAWA, Dec. 12 (Reu-
ters) — Canadian scientists
are getting ready to welcome
the men from Mars i thay
arrive next summer when

today after a crew of a Trans
Canads Alr Lines plane reported
spotting a strange gree

lt:ht over Lake Oaurio. N

% The pilot snd copilot of the:
T.C.A. plane, dound from New
York to Toronto, said they dtht-
ed the light about 8 P.M. jast
vight. It ‘brlzhtemd the elouds™*
Ias lu!mdcd slawly, thew
port ar reports came from’
ithe Smith Palls ares, 40 miles
south of here.

An air !am officer sald the de«
scription of the: llaht “doesn't
sound like umhlu at woyld
sormally be in the aie,* /747
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Brooklyn, New York: N

"n Dec. 12, 1953, Robert A. Gahn, an Accountant, and two witnesses ob-
served '12 self-luminous, bluish-white discs 'maneuver over Brooklyn in
15 degree-above-zero weather for nearly 30 minutes, ‘'Eleven shot across
the horizon, south to north, at tremendous speeds, while one silvery ob-
ject circled, clockwise, directly overhead in approximately a two mile
radius. No exhaust or vapor trails were visible, no sound was heard.
Although Gahn could not estimate the object's distances or elevations, he
was certain they were controlled, solid devices. Gahn reported his sight-
ing to the military.'" 235.

Every time UFD reports increased in frequency in Burcpe the German secret
weapon idea was revived by some newspaper or magazine. The American CIA kept
track of such stories and on December 12, 1953 collected the following item
from, of all places, a Capetown, South Africa, paper:

“A German newspaper recently published an interview with George Klein,
famous German engineer and aircraft expert, describing the experimental
construction of 'flying saucers' carried out by him from 1941 to 1945.
Klein stated that he was present when, in 1945, the first piloted ‘fly-
ing saucer' took off and reached a speed of 1,300 miles per hour within
three minutes. The experiments resulted in three designs: one, design-
ed by Miethe, was a disc-shaped aircraft, 135 feet in diameter, which
did not rotate; another, designed by Habermohl and Schreiver, consisted
of a large rotating ring, in the center of which was a round, stationary
cabin for the crew. When the Soviets occupied Prague, the Germans des-
troyed every trace of the 'flying saucer' project and nothing more was
heard of Habermohl and his assistants. Schreiver recently died in Bre-
men, where he had been living. In Breslau, the Soviets managed to cap-
ture one of the saucers built by Miethe, who escaped to France. He is
reportedly in the U.S. at vresent."” 236.

December 12th. Australia.

At 6:40 p.m. five people sighted a "splendid object’ which they liken to a
big electric globe "tapering to a point' speeding through the sky over Black
Rock, Victoria. 237.

“batting zero."

The Civilian Saucer Investigations group had a mumber of December, 1953,
dates marked on the calender, dates selected by so-called seers predicting
"when the saucers would land emmass" or "when a big flap would erupt." Cne
particular date, December 12, 1953, was forecast as the day 'the U.S. Air
Force would acknowledge the space visitors officially."* Well, the 12th had
come and gone and nothing of the sort had taken place. The seers, CSI edi-
torized, were batting zero.

* CSI did not name any seer but there was a note in the October 1953 issue
of The Roundhouse, official publication of the "Cup and Saucer Club of
Maocuoketa, Iowa," a civilian UFO group; that Jeron King Criswell predict-
ed an official announced regarding flying saucers on December 10,1953,
Criswell likewise said that because Uncle Sam had "captured some flying
saucers,"” the U.S. would achieve space travel by 1963,
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it had also been suggested, the CSI editors observed, that the months of
January and April were periods of increased UFQ sightings yet that idea had
also fallen by the wayside. The CSI people then suggested that perhaps the

lack of a pattern of periodicity was evidence of UFOs being of non-natural
origin! 238.

JANAP 146,

There was nothing magical about December 12, 1953, although JANAP 146, an
Air Force directive, was stamped "declassified" on that day, but that was a
far cry from an alien visitation indorsement as predicted by "saucer seers.’

Adamski persecuted?

George Adamski enjoyed considerable success with the book Flying Saucers
Have landed (100,000 copies), and as a result was in great demand_fgrms
and radio interviews, but his good fortune also attracted some unwanted atten-
tion. Someone took a dim view of Adamski's activities, suspecting that the
contactee was perpetuating a fraud on the public so a complaint was filed with
the Los Angeles Better Business Bureau.

When confronted by a BBB agent who questioned his claims, Adamski waved a
copy of the document he signed earlier in the year at the request of the Air
Force OST and the FBI. Adamski gave the impression the document amounted to an
official clearance, permitting him to make his flving saucer speeches, an im-
pression that seemed to be a goverrment indorsement of the "visitors from Verus
story” when it fact it was a repudiation of any official association with either
Adamski or his claims. Puzzled by the official appearance of the paper flashed
by Adamski, the BBB agent contacted the local FBI office to get the facts. 239.

When word of what the FBI termed Adamski's "latest escapade” became known,
Hoover's organization came down hard on the Californian., A memo from Washington
headquarters directed the agency's West Coast field operatives to get right over
to Palomar and:".,.read the riot act to Adamski in no uncertain terms, diplom-
atically retrieve copy of signed statement if possible, and admonish him for in-
correct statements and false representations.” 240.

The Bureau wanted it made very plain the agency did not approve, endorse, or
clear, Adamski's speeches or his saucer book. Hoover's peopnle then notified
the Pentagon of Adamski's "latest escapade.”

Air Force officials conferred with the FBI over the phone and suggested that
the los Angeles Better Business Bureau be urged to:"...definitely label Adamski
and his works for the fraud they are known to be." 241.

When news of Adamski's latest brush with the authorities filtered across the
Atlantic to his publisher, Waveney Girvan, in England, the story had a slight
twist to it, giving it an air of intrigue and persecution.

According to the overseas version of events, Adamski had given a radio inter-
view on December 7th on a los Angeles station. A listener took offense and com-
plained to the FBI so the agency sent agents to question Adamski, warning the
contactee:"...to keep quiet and not to mention the govermment or any of its ser-
vices." 242. Furthermore, according to the version making the rounds in Europe,
Adamski's secretary was with her boss when Hoover's boys dropped in and she pro-
tested the interrogation, offering to play a tape recording of the radio show,
which, she insisted, amounted to no more than a harmless recounting of the en-
counter with the Venusian pilot as published in % Saucers Have Landed.

Generally, that it. There was no mention of the Better Business Mureau, nor
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was the real reason concerning official interest made clear. 243,
December 16th.
“(MEGA --The Interceptor of the Future?”

A proposed "flyving saucer interceptor' might eliminate the threat of Russ-
ian air attack, said%eﬂ@%' magazine of the craft being worked on by
Canada in a project' .'" "The biggest problem facing air defense was being
able to reach enemy bombers before they arrived over the target area since in-
terceptors scrambled to shoot down the bombers had to climb very high, very
fast. The (MEGA design seemed ideal for such a mission. {See article)

General Samford inquires about OMEGA.

The U.8. Air Force continued an active interest in (MBGA because it was al-
ways possible it might adopt the revolutionary design, a reason that should be
obvious, but Major General John Samford, U.S.A.F. Director of Intelligence, gives
another interesting reason. Late in December, 1953, General Samford asked ATIC
to study how long it might take "another country" to built an QMEGA type of air-
craft. Samford wrote:

"It is my understanding you are continuing an active interest in the
'Flying Saucer' being developed by the Canadians. Also, you may have
knowledge of General Putt's reaction to their program from his recent
trip to that country.

"I would appreciate your analysis of this Canadian program. There is
also an interest from both the possibility stand-point, and time factor
required by a foreign country to achieve results in this field. -

"If you so desire, we might be able through our contacts with the Can-
adians here, to arrange an ATIC representation during this development,
or phases thereof." 244,

Lockheed's four amazed aerodynamics éngineers.

Because the next case it so impressive, it will be quoted just as it
was recorded on Lockheed Aircraft Corporation stationery.

The following is a statement by a Chief Flight Test Engineer for Lockheed Air-
craft Corporation:

"On Wednesday, December 16, 1953, I participated in a test flight of a
Navy Super Constellation W-2, taking off at 4:29 p.m. The flight crew
consisted of: (...deleted) pilot; myself, co-pilot;(...deleted), flight
engineer, and (...deleted), flight test engineer. We climbed out towards
the ocean and leveled off at 10,000 feet for a short test, After completing
this test, (...deleted) tumed the controls over to me and I started climb-
ing to our next test altitude of 20,000 feet., I climbed through a very
thin, scattered overcast somewhere around 14,000 feet, avoided a couple of
small clouds, and continued to climb toward 20,000 feet.

"Somewhere between 15,000 and 20,000 feet,(...deleted) said to me, "Lock
out, there's a flying saucer.' I looked out the windshield towards where
Roy was pointing and saw some sort of an object at approximately the al-
titude that we were flying. I made a slight turn heading right towards
this object, expecting to overtake it so that we could look at it more
closely., I maintained this heading for roughly five mintues, looking at
the object all the time,
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"(...deleted) and myself viewed this thing for at least five minutes, dis-
cussing what we thought it might be. (...deleted) first impression was that
it was a small cloud, After studying it for several minutes though, I de-
duced that it was not a cloud because it had too definite sharp edges and
its appearance stayed constant. It looked to me like I was flying right
directly towards, and at about the same elevation as, a very large flying
wing airplane. I would estimate at this time that I was somewhere between
17,000 and 18,000 feet.

"Although the object appeared to be absolutely stationary, we did not seem
to be closing the gap between us and this object, even though we were fly-
ing at some 225 miles per hour. The object then seemed to be getting small-
er, and my attention was diverted from it for a minute or so, but Wimmer
mentioned that the object was disappearing. In probably an elapsed time of
somewhere around a mintue, the object had reduced in size to a mere speck,
and then disappeared. Its direction was almost due west. At the time, the
sun had gone below the horizon but the sky was red, and this object had
been silhouetted perfectly against this red backg-round. The atmosphere was
extremely clear. When I first sighted the object, I guessed that it was
probably seven miles away. However, looking at it in retrospect, the object
must have been considerably larger than I had estimated and, hence, the dis-
tance was probably much greater than I had also estimated.

"Looking back at the flight record taken on this flight, it was recorded
that ve leveled off at 20,000 feet at 5:10. Inasmuch as we had sighted this
object when we were somewhere between 16,000 and 18,000 feet, our view of the
object started at roughly 5 o'clock, or just a little before that. We con-
tinued with our test flight, thinking no more of this observation, and landed
after 6 o'clock. We discussed other details of the flight and then went
home. When I got home, I described the so-called flying saucer to my family
and made a little sketch of what it looked like to me." 245.
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"Next morning I reported to work and went directly to see !ir.(...deleted)
Chief Engineer, to give him a report on activities concerning the last few
days, inasmuch as he had just returned from a trip. In attendence at this
meeting were also Mr.(...deleted) and Mr.(...deleted). We discussed a num-
ber of things and, in the course of the conversation, I discussed the flight
made yesterday on this WV-2. Upon completion of the technical discussions,

I casually mentioned (for fear of being ridiculed) that I had been chasing a
flying saucer last night. (...deleted) snapped this up immediately, and said
that he knew exactly where it was and when, and, with no further adieu, he
said that it was at 5:05 p.m. and the object was sighted off of Point Mugu
{Californial. This literally bowled me over because the location of the ob-
ject that I sighted was off of Point Mugu. I had estimated that it was some-
vhere between Point Mugu and Santa Barbara islands. Incidentally, at the

time I had sighted it, we were flying over the ocean just off Long Beach."
246.

The other engineer's story:

“On Wednesday, December l6th, 1953, my wife and I went out to our ranch,
which is three miles west of Agoura, California, and one mile north of Ven-
tura Blvd. We arrived there at about sundown, which is close to 4:45 p.m.
PST. We went immediately to our ranch house , which is located on a hill
facing southwest.

"At approximately 5 o'clock 9within two minutes accuracy), I was looking
at the sunset through a ;arge plateglass window, when I noticed above a
mountain to the west what I first thought to be a black cloud. The sun
had gone down and the whole western sky was gold and red, with several thin
layers of clouds or haze at fairly high aititude, I wondered why this one ob-
ject was so dark, considering that the sun was behind it. I immediately
thought that some aircraft had made an intense smoke trail; so I studied the
object closelv. It was apparent, after my first few seconds of considera-
tion, that the cutline of this object did not change. Thinking it was a
lenticular cloud, I continued to studyv it, but it did not move at all for
three mimutes. I do not know how long it was there before my attention was
called to it,

"When it did not move or disintegrate, I asked my wife to get me our eight-
power binoculars, so I would not have to take my eyes off the object, which
by now I had recognized as a so-called 'saucer.' As soon as I was given the
glasses, I ran outside and started to focus the glasses on the object, which
now was moving fast on a heading between 240 degrees and 260 degrees, When
I got the glasses focused on the object, it was already moving behind the
first layer of haze. I gathered its speed was very high, because of the
rate of fore-shortening of its major axis. The object, even in the glasses,
appeared black and distinct, but I could make out no detail, as I was look-
ing toward the setting sun, which was, of course, below the horizon at this
time. -~

*In 90 seconds from the time it started to move, the object had completely
disappeared, in a long shallow climb on the heading noted. The cloxonds were
coming onshore, in a direction of travel opposite to that of the object.

The time in which my wife and I studied this object was between 5:00 and

5:05. The object, which had hovered stationary for at least three minutes,
appeared to be very large but, not knowing its distance from me, I could'
not estimate its dimensions. At all times the object appeared as an ellipse,
with a ratio of the larger axis to the minor one of about 7 or 10 to 1. I
estimate the position of the object to be roughly over Point Mugu, which lies
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on a bearing about 255 degrees from my ranch." 247,

The Engineering test pilot that was at the controls with the first mentioned
witness wrote in part:

"As (...deleted)was flying the airplane, I had nothing else to do but to
watch the object. After about five minutes I suddenly realized it was mov-
ing away from us heading straight west. In the space of about one minute

it grew smaller and disappeared. I was watching it all the time so I was
able to see it for several seconds after the rest of the crew had lost sight
of it. Right up until the time it disappeared it maintained its sharp out-
line and definite shape so I know it was not a cloud that dissolved giving
the appearance of moving away.' 248.

Another member of the crew, the chief aerodynamics engineer, wrote:

'While flying off the coast in the vicinity of Santa Monica, I saw an ob-
ject apparently standing still in the air off the coast, in the vicinity of
Point Mugu. We were flying at 16,000 ft., and to the best of my judgement
the object was at the same altitude. The object appeared as a thin black
line, giving a first reaction of a B-36 type airplane, heading straight to-
ward us and silnouetted against a bright background. The background was
bright due to the fact that the sun was just setting. The object appeared
not to move while we progressed with our tests. For a few moments we turn-
ed the airplane toward the object but did not apparently change our dis-
tance sufficiently to get any change of impression. I estimate that the
object was hovering in our sight for about ten mimutes. Thereafter, it
suddenly accelerated due west and in a time, in the order of 10 seconds,
disappeared from view. 249,

Still another crewmember, the section supervisor, had the following to add:'

"Our attention was drawn to what looked like a large airplane off to the
right. We were roughly paralleling the coast at the time, and Roy, I think,
memtioned, 'There's a flying saucer.' We have kidded Roy a good deal about
flying saucers since the night about two years ago when he and Bob Laird
were in 1961s and sighted some lights over Catalina. These lights report-
edly stood still for a while and moved around over the island and finally
disappeared.

"I was standing between the pilots and observed the object out of the co-
pilot's window in 4501. (...deleted) attention was also drawn to the ob-
ject. Rudy, who was flying at the time, turned around and headed toward
the object. During this time, it seemed to be stationary, although we did
not appear to overtake it at all. My first thought was that it was a large
airilane, possibly a C-124, but after looking more closely, it seemed to
look more like a large object without wings with a maximm thickness in the
middle tapering toward either side. I could not distinguish front or rear
on the object. It seemed to be somewhat above us and to the West, over the
water, possibly in the vicinity of Santa Barbara Islands.

“"After looking at the object off and on for about five minutes, it became
apparent that it was moving away from us and in just a minute or two it
completely disappeared. As it was disappearing I looked at it off and on
and gradually I could not see it at all. Roy watched it continuously and
could see it after I had lost sight of it --he actually observed it con-
;inuously I believe. It disappeared in a generally westward direction."”

50.
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December 17th.
""Great white disc.”

It was flying in a straight line toward the southeast about 40 degrees above
the horizon. It's speed was tremendous. The thing was a great white flying
disc with a blue-white fringe, leaving a forked vapor trail,

The passage of the object was clearly visible to the vesidents of Marseilles
France, as it zoomed by at 6:10 a.m. the morning of December 17th. Some wit-
nesses claimed greenish-yellow lights were on the object. 251.

Was this thing a meteor? Did it have any connection with what happened 7
hours later in Sweden? (See BLUE BOOK report)

Follow up data on the Swedish case was taken from an Italian newspaper and
forwarded to BLUE BOCK by an USAF Air Attache based in Rome. (See translation
of newsclipping)

The attache asked if newspaper clippings were of value to BLUE BOOK when he
sent the material to Wright Field. In reply, BLUE BOOK stated:

"Newspaper and published articles concerning UFOs are, in most cases,
only of general interest to ATIC. They are not used as a basis for ori-
ginating case files, but are used to supplement when an official report
on the incident has been previously received.

“"For ATIC purposes, the clipping itself or a brief summary of UFD articles
which appear to be significant will suffice.™ 252.

- The status of the CIA's interest.

One of the few CIA documents available to UFO researchers is a memorandum
dated December 17, 1953 that covers the "current status' of official activity.
The memo notes that BLUE BOOK was still in business although with a “decreas-
ing emphasis" on the UFO problem and was working with a limited staff, Capt.
Charles A, Hardin, it noted, was now in charge, having replaced E.J. Ruppelt;
and it keeping with the project's reduced condition, Hardin had only two per-
sons to help him: A/1C Max C. Futch and a civilian secretary.

No doubt the key element in the memo is that part which reveals that BLUE
BOOK was being transferred to the Air Defense Command. The reason given for
the shift, from the ATIC to the ADC, was the remarkable admission that the
nation's defense force against aerial attack was "primarily concerned" with
the UFO problem. This was a startling confession, although long overdue.
Given extra money by Congress to prepare for a possible Russian air assault
in 1955, the ADC was gearing up for war, whether or not its foe was Moscow or
Mars. This is plainly stated in the memo where Lt. Col, Harry Johnson is
quoted as saying:*...if it turns out that these things (UFOB's) are space
ships or long range aircraft from another country, ADC is the (Air Force) Com-
mand that would have to take action." (See top of page two of document) To
boost this argument, the CIA memo admits that the ADC was already scrambling
aircraft on a regular basis "against" UFOs(Ruppelt revealed that a jet fighter
even fired on a UFO during the big summer flap of 1952. This fact is given in
the first sentence of his book The Report on Unidentified Flying (bjects).

The memo also makes a referrence to the transfer of field investigations
from ATIC to the ADC. As we have noted in other documents, this activity, in-
vestigating UFOs in the field, became the duty of the 4602nd Air Intelligence
h;Squadron, a quick reaction combat unit trained to recover "people, paper, and

l.d‘rax.e."

Until notified otherwise, there would be no more leisurely trips by Dr.
Hynek and Air Force men in dress-blues to sites of interesting UFO activity.
UFQ events were to be quickly accessed by a local military commander as to
their significance, and if judged important, the well-equipped, well-trained
4602nd fast reaction team would be dispatched immediately from the nearest re-

.
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gional base.

While the CIA memo found BLUE BOOK's move to the ADC "of particular inter-
est,” the document's focus seems to be the psycological impact of the UFO pro-
blem. The CIA considered Adamski's book sc "nonsensical and obviously frad-
ulent” that it would probably help calm down the public. Keyhoe's book was
denounced as ''sensational fiction' that should be ignored since any official
notice of it would be counter productive. (See reproduction of documents)

Newhouse wants his film back.

Delbert Newhouse, the man that took the famous Tremonton UFC film, found
that the duplicate strip of frames supplied him by the Air Force was damaged
after being handled inproperly so he wanted the original film returned to him
for a short period so a good duplicate could be made. He wrote Col. Adams in
Washington D.C. asking for the film back for about a month. 253,

Col. Adams wrote to Newhouse, saying the film was in the custody of General
William M. Garland, ATIC, Wright Field; and that the General would reply to
the request. 254.

The Colonel also contacted General Garland, writing him on December 29, 1953
to say in part:"Our records show that the original of the film is in your
files. If the original film is still of value to you, it may be more desir-
able to give Mr. Newhouse another duplicate rather than risk the loss of it
by loan.” 255.

December 18th.

Frank Edwards telephoned Keyhoe on December 18th to alert him that the
"powers-that-be'" were preparing a “'smear."” Keyhoe appreciated the warning
and figured there must be a cormection with his appearance on the upcoming
network "Town Meeting of the Air" program which would pit him against someone
opposed to his "aliens from space" ideas. At first Keyhoe thought science
editor J.H. Leonard would his protagonist, a fellow who had recently attacked
Keyhoe's use of "anonymous sources” and "unidentified authorities.” It would
be almost a week before Keyhoe learned anything definite. 256.
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Edgar R. Jarrold, chief of the "Australian Flying Bureau,” had, like Ben-
der, claimed an "unofficial and private" visit from a 'mystery person" who

discussed the UFO subject (Without, however, requesting the civilian group be
disbanded). Among other things, the supposed visitor asked Jarrold what he
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thought would happen if a flying saucer landed near a city like Sydney? If
there is any truth to this whole story, it is Jarrold's supposed candid and
honest repy:''The occupants would be murdered out of hand --although irénical-
ly probably the greatest care would be taken to ensure the capture of their
space vehicle undamaged.” 237.

December 21st.
CIA report. UFOs over Pakistan.

The following information was taken from the Paris, France, newspaper Le
Figaro and included in a CIA report: -

'Two brilliant objects flying at an altitude of more than 4,700 meters
were seen over Peshawar on the night of 21 December. The objects, com-
ing from the southeast and thought to be flying saucers, disappeared in
the direction of Afghanistan." 2S8. .

December 23rd.

The so-called ''smear” of Keyhoe,warned of bv Frank Edwards, had the ex-
Marine flyer worried. On Christmas Eve he learned that it was not science
editor J.H. Leonard who was gunning for him, but Delos Smith, an even more
formidable foe. Smith was a science editor for the United Press newsser-
vice. The confrontation was to be, as Keyhoe feared, on the network nro-
gram which was to be a live broadcast on December 29th.

On the day of the program Smith and an United Press Fxecutive Editor, a
man named Ferguson, encountered Keyhoe before the show. Both UP men reacted
coldly. Smith said he had his doubts about Kevhoe's work, saying his appre-
hensions were due to a talk he had had with an Air Force General who assured
him the book ﬂ{in Saucers From Quter Space was a total fraud. Keyhoe re-
mained calm, Telling Smith he was prepared to defend his writings having
brought along official Air Force reports detailing 41 puzzling UFO cases that
had been cleared for his use by the military. Moreover, Keyhoe mentioned he
had in his briefcase signed statements by BLUE BOOK chief E.J. Ruppelt and ex-
Pentagon PIO official Al Chop.

Mollified by the sight of the documentation, Smith had a change of tume
and said he would let Keyhoe tell his storv without a strong challenge and
would confine himself to just a few minor questions.

The success with Smith was small comfort for Keyhoe, however, for he now
knew some General was artter his scalp. 259.

Keyhoe was not without allies. The Washington D.C. Times-Herald's Rich-
ard Reilly, for exammle, wrote three big articles about [JFOs which appeared
on December 26th, 27th, and the 28th. Reilly had questioned some important
Pentagon officials and in the process discovered an embarrassment of contra-
dictions.

Keyhoe could only hope the public would read the articles and give him
some credit for being right about UFOs even if some General didn't.

December 27th.

According to the Soviet Army newspaper Red Star it was the Pentagon and
not Keyhoe that was spreading fables. (See newspaper clipping)

Conclusion:"Unidentified.'" Ten UFOs in formation.
BLUE BQOK records state:

"1. SYNOPSIS: District Intelligence Officer, Fleventh Maval District,

advised by letter two '1.S. Navy pilots sighted ten unknown objects fly-
ing in formation.
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"2. DETAILS: This office is in receint of letter dated 21 January 1954,
from the District Intelligence Officer, Eleventh Maval Nistrict, San
Diego, California, sigmed by (...deleted) and written in compliance with
AF Letter No. 200-5, dated 29 April 1952, Above letter advised that two
U.S. Navy pilots while orbiting over El1 Cajon, California, on a souther-
1y head (awaiting use of Brown Field facilities) sighted ten umidentif-
ied objects in the east on an easterly head.

"3. The objects were oval (slightly indefinable), of an unknown size
and silvery in color, flying in formation. There were no trails and
the propulsion system is unknown. The speed was greater than 400 knots
and objects disappeared in level flight.

"4, The objects were observed 24/08040 December 1953, for a period of
five mintues by Lt.(...deleted) and Lt.{...deleted}, both attached to
VF-122, USNAS Miramar, California. Pilots were flving FOF 2's and both
have over 2y years flving experience, Commanding Officer of VF-122 felt
that both pilots were reliable up to this time. The sighting was visual
while on a southerly head over El Cajon at 20,000 feet and speed of 350
knots. Objects were on easterly head at an undetermined distance and an
altitude greater than 50,000 feet.

"5, The weather was clear with ceiling and visibility unlimited with
little or no wind. There was no meteorological condition which would
account for sighting. Interception was impossible due to greater speed
of objects.” 260.

The Air Force's conclusion was:'unidentified.”

The Battelle study. Commission completed.

The origin of the Battelle study was the enormous number of UFO reports
made during 1952. So many reports flooded BLUE BOOK and filled the nation's
press, the Pentagon doubted its own theory that flaps were generated by mass
hysteria.

The reports on file were divided into two main classifications:'Indentif-
ied' and "Unidentified,” and the Air Force wanted to know if the two groups
differed significantly so the Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus, Chio,
received a commission to apply a "chi-square test to the data.

Battelle experts complied lists of six characteristics:color, shape, number,
duration of observation, speed, and brightness. The results of these lists
were then converted into statistics. Once the numbers were available, the
Battelle people asked the question:"What was the probability that 'Unidentif-
ieds’ were the same as 'ldentified?'" A perfect match would be 100% and if
such a high score was given to two classifications, the probability would be
the "unknowns' were just misidentications of mundane phenomena. It was al-
ways possible erroneous figures could effect the outcome in a particular cat-
agory, but with six characteristics to be compared, it was assumed any such
match would not negate conclusions.

It was how December, 1953, and the Battelle documents were due. Official
thinking all along was that the Air Force would have some impressive statistics
to back up constant assertions that UFOs were just ordinary events misperceiv-
ed, however the Battelle test results were a shock. The Air Force wanted to
prove all UFO reports were similar but the Institute figures showed:

Color: Unidentified and Identified were similar in only 1% per cent of
the cases studied.

Duration of Observation: Unidentified and Identified were similar in less
Then 1¥ per cent of the cases studied.
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Number: Unidentified and Identified were similar in much less than 1% per
cent of the cases studied.

Brightness:Unidentified and Identified were similar in more than 5% of the
cases studied.

Space: Unidentified and Identified were similar in only 1% per cent of the
cases studied.
Speed: Unidentified and Identified were similar in much less than 1% per
T cent of the cases studied.

There was practically no similarities between "Unidentifieds" and ''Identi-
fied" cases!

Battelle's job was to compare "Identified" and *Unidentified" reports. The
Institue started from scratch by putting aside previous Air Force evaluations
of UFO cases on file and rechecked each report using its own strangeness rat-
ing. Examining the 4,000 cases in Air Force BLUE BOOK files covering the
period from June 1, 1947 to December 1953 (primarily from military sources),
Battelle threw out nebulous cases, leaving 2,199 cases as a data base. The
Battelle people were careful to extract information from case$ in a rigorous
manner, advoiding any urwarrented deductions. UFO observers were given a
credibility rating based on their age, training, education, etc.; and their
report checked to determine self-consistency.

All of the UFO reports were then subdivided into four different ranking:
Excellent, Good, Doubtful, and Poor. Reports were then assigned as to their
probable cause after being processed through several stages. When a revort
was difficult to explain, the label "unknown" was not awarded until a group
consensus was reached. This strict method of evaluation brought to light the
interesting fact that the better the observer, the greater the possibility
the report would be judged "unknown." In fact, of the 213 cases with an "Ex-
cellent” rating, 33% were judged "unknown.'' Even more fasinating is what hap-
vened when the "Excellent" reports were divided into civilian observers and
military observers. Of the military reports judged "Excellent,” 38% were
judged "unknown!"” The forementioned percentages could hardly be used to give
the coup de grace to public excitment over UFO sightings. 261.

What to do?

The Air Force's "Ace in the hole" has always been the language contained in

official conclusions or summations,which can misrepresent or ignore critical
data in the main body of a study. It seems few people take the trouble to
read everything carefully. This is what happen to the Battelle's final con-
clusions. Having done such a scientific sound statistical study, it is a
mystery how slip-shod the conclusion turned cut to be, unless, and this is
speculation, the Air Force itself authored the language in the final draft.
As BLUE BOOK scientific advisor Dr., J. Allen Hynek points out, Battelle's
conclusion disregarded what had been assiduously complied and used language
that ignored or misrepresented the data. Dr. Hynek also notes that Battel-
le's identity as the organization that conducted the statistical study’ for the
Air Force was classified "top Secret" and great pains were taken to conceal
any referrence to the research Institute, He recalled many verbal reminders
to that effect while he went about his BLUE BOOK duties. One gets the im-
pression from Hynek's remarks that there was a fear Battelle's reputation
would suffer. 262.

Finally, it was extremely suspicious when the Air Force did not release
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the Battelle study when it was completed late in 1953. Instead, the Air
Force sat on the study until 1955,

UFO or balleon?
The following teletype message was received from Korea:

"UFOB. UNIDENTIFIED FLY OBJECT SIGHTING. TIME OF SIGHTING 16251, 26
DEC. COORDS CS 4859 APPROX. WEA 20,000 THIN OVERCAST VISIBILITY 1S
W/HAZE, ALT 3,000, ALT. OF SIGHTING 3,000. SPEED INDICATED 140 MPH.
SPEED OF SIGHTING 1,000 MPH APPROX. HEADING 60 DEGREES. HEADING OF
SIGHTING 220. DISTANCE FR WHICH OBSERVED 3 MILES DECREASING 600 TO
800 FT. DURATION OF SIGHTING 4 MINUTES. PILOT (...deleted) 6158 TAC
CON SQ. REMARKS: FLY PILOTAGE IN A T-6 FR K-16 TO K-47 AT APPROX CS
4859, LT BAR SAW AN UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT CROSSING HIS CCURSE
APPROX 3 MILES AWAY. LT BARR THOUGHT AT FIRST THAT THE SUN WAS RE-
FLECTING OFF A FTR. THE OBJECT WAS IN A SHALLOW DIVE(10 DEGREES),
MOVING AT A SPEED CQMPARABLE TO A FTIR BUT IMMED AFTERWARDS THE SPEED
BEGAN TO INCREASE TO AN ESTIMATED 1,000 MPH, BECOMING CURIQUS AS TO
WHAT THE OBJECT WAS, LT BARR ALTERED HIS COURSE TO APPROX 45 DEGREES,
MAINTAINING 3,000 FT AND PROCEEDED TOWARD THE OBJECT. THE OBJECT TURN-
ED TOWARD LT BARR AND LT BARR STARTED TO CIRCLE IN RURSUIT. THE OBJECT
WAS SLIGHTLY LOWER AND WAS TURNING INSIDE OF LT BARR. LT BARR APPROX-
IMATES THE RADIUS OF HIS TURN AT LESS THAN A THOUSAND FT. THE TURN,
INSUFFICIENTLY TIGHT TO CAUSE A STALL AT 120 MPH. THE OBJECT CONTINUED
TO TURN INSIDE OF LT BARR SO HE WIDENED HIS TURN IN CRDER TO MAKE A
STRAIGHT PASS. LT BARR LIMED UP ON THE OBJECT AT APPROX 130 MPH AND
STARTED TO CLOSE. THE OBJECT WENT STRAIGHT UP SEVERAL HUNDRED FT, WITH
OUT ALTERING ITS ALTITUDE IN RELATION TO THE HORIZON. LT BARR DECIDED
TO CHANGE TO A RIGHT HAND ORBIT IN ORDER TO CLOSE OR TO SEE IF THE OB-
JECT WOULD FOLLOW ANY GIVEN PATTERN. LT BARR LAST SAW THE OBJECT PRO-
CEEDING TOWARD THE SUN AT ABCUT 140 MPH. AFTER STARTING INTO A RIGHT
HAND ORBIT, THE VISUAL CONTACT WAS LOST AND THE OBJECT WAS NOT SEEN
AGAIN. ALL OF THE ORBITING TOOK PLACE W/I APPROX. 3,000 METERS OF CS
4859. LT BARR DESCRIBES THE OBJECT AS KITE SHAPED, THAT IS A DIAMOND
SHAPE WITH 1 SHORT END. THE OBJECT WAS APPROX. 6 FT IN LENGIH AND 18
INCHES THROUGH. THE OBJECT LOOKED TO BE HIGHER ON THE CUTER EDGES AND
FROM THE REAR LOOKED LIKE A FLAT V. FROM THE SIDE, THE OBJECT LOOKED
LIKE A SHALLOW TRIANGLE, THE OBJECT WAS ORANGE IN COLOR AND APPEARED
TO BE TRANSLUCENT, AT LEAST ON THE OUTER EDGE. AT ONE TIME, LT BARR
SAW WHAT APPEARED TO BE SPARKS IN THE AIR A SHORT DISTANCE BEHIND THE
OBJECT. LT BARR REFERRED THIS INFO TO RED MAN 'B' AT APPROX 1635." 263,

December 28th.
Radio Moscow.

The sighting of a "mysterious supersonic missile" in the skies of Sweden
back on December 17th provoked a reaction from Radio Moscow since there was
a reference in the press about Russian rocket bases in the Baltic. On De-
cember 27, 1953 Radio Moscow ridiculed the Swedish "fable,” declaring that

the aim of such talk was to:"...create the impression that the mysterious
objects originated in Moscow." 264. Furthermore, that the so-called flying
saucers were no more than:"...figments of the imaginations of Western war-

mogers designed to make taxpayers swallow heavy military budgets.' 265.
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Seems Reds Didn't
Invent “Saucers™

1553
London, Dec. 27 (P—A Soviet
today d “ag
gressive forces” in the United
States and other countries of in-
venting flying saucers to fan war
hysteria.
Moscow Radio broadecast ex-

inewspaper Red Star, saying. ,
! *Those who spresd these fablesi
‘are endeavoring to create the im.
pression that the mysterious ob-
Jects originate from dloscow,

¢ “The mythical ‘saucers’ take off
ifrom the pages of the bourgeois
'press every time the ruling circles
of this or that capitalistic coun-
jiry. on orders from Washington,
are trying to foist upon their peo.

74,

ple the new burdea of military
expenditure.”.

- vm—— -

cerpts {rom an article by K.
Khachaturov in the Soviet Army’

"I do not want to say I saw a flying saucer because I do not know what I
saw."

The above quote is attributed to a Mr. Richard Brandt who, in December
1953, was the manager of the Yuba County, California, airport.

Early in the morning(4 a.m.)of December 28, 1953 Mr. Brandt was at the
field making arrangements for the arrival of a chartered plane to pick up
U.S. Forest Service firefighters. Scanning the sky, Mr. Brandt was surprised
to see a bright bluish-green light cross over the runway, hover for a moment,
and then move toward the east. Mr. Brandt believed the strange light was as
low as 150 feet during its passage as it accelerated and then decelerated

very fast. At one time the light, Mr. Brandt said, flew a pattern impossible
for an aircraft. 266.

A teletyne message was sent to BLUE BOOK and the important parts of it
read:

"GAICER SHAPE. BASEBALL (size). BRILLIANT BLUISH LIGHT WHICH DID
NOT PEAIATE; COMPARABLE TO THE INNER HOT CORE OF AN ACETYLENE WELDING
TORCH. LIGHTED PORTION ESTIMATED S FT I DIAMETER. OBSERVER SAW FAINT
REFLECTION OF LIGHT FROM OBJECT ON NEARBY FILLING STATION BLNG. ALL
LIHT APPARANTLY TRANS DOWNWARD WITH MO BEAM EFFECT. CBJECT HOVERED
OVER AIRPORT AIMIN BLDG AT ABCUT 300 FT FOR SHORT TIME THEN MOVED EAST-
WARD CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AT ESTIMATED SPEED BETWEEN 140 TO 190 MPH
AND APPEARED TO DROP TO ALTITUDE OF 100 TO 150 FT WHERE IT HOVERED
MOMENTARILY AFTER STOPPING VERY ABRUPTLY. OBJECT THEN WOBBLED AND
STARTED MOVING NORTH AFTER WHICH IT FADED INTO THE NIGHT..." 267.

Green fireball.

The Air Force concluded that the following UFO report was a meteor. On
the case file card the military put this brief summary of the sighting:'"Green
with yellow band in center, object going south at a straight level, no sound,
very bright green. Observer described appearance as fireball.' 268.

This sighting took place on December 28, 1953(0335Z) at Minneapolis,
Minnesota. As reported, the written statement by the witness makes a
meteor explanation impossible. The statement reads:'" It flew below the

clouds, lighting them with it's green color as it moved rapidly along." 269.
(See drawing by witness)

UFO over the Eiffel Tower?

At 3:45 a.m. the morning of December 29th a French engineer by the name
of M, Paul Paulin noticed a large phosphorescent spot in the dark sky near
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the Eiffel Tower. At first M. Paulin confused the spot of light with the
beacon atop the Eiffel structure, but he quickly realized the luminous spot
was hanging motionless in the air without any apparent means of support.
Believing he was witnessing something highly unusual, M. Paulin set up his
camera and made a time exposure. During the two minute exposure the bright
spot jumped to the right for some distance and again hung motionless. Final-
ly, after a brief pause, the spot of light took off at tremendous speed.
270. The picture taken by the Frenchman is reproduced in the book Flyin
Saucers Come From Another World(p.160), and the smear of light shcwmg—tﬁe
UF0"s movement 1s plainly visible. It should be noted that some UFO re-
searchers doubt the picture shows a true UFC since the image seems toc large
and the fact that no one else seems to have reported the object.

December 29th.

On December 29th Capt. David Porter at the helm of a C-47 spotted two
strange lights at 8:26 p.m. when flyving 60 miles east of Rock Springs,
Wyoming. Two red lights with some white color, similar to heated metal,
were seen by Capt. Porter speeding through the air at an estimated 1,500/
2,000 mph. The lights were approximately 4 miles apart but anpeared to be
moving in formation. There was no trail or exhaust visible. During the
sighting, one light took off with a sudden burst of speed and followed a
zig-zag pattern. In view some seven minutes, the lights finally passed

out of sight. One of the lights took off in a northern direction while the
other one shot straight up out of sight. 271.

December 30th. Year's end.

A moving, blinking, red light an estimated foot and a half in diameter
came straight at Pfc. Norman Viets. The young 18-year-old Marine was on
guard duty at the tank park situated just north of Camp Barrett, an area
located in the southwest part of the spawling Ouantico military reservation
in Virginia. It was about 9:05 p.m. the evening of December 30, 1953 when
the strange light was seen approaching, moving about 10 to 15 miles per
hour as it floated over a treeline about 200 feet away. The crimson glow
followed the treeline for a short distance and then abruptly dropped
straight down.

A quarter of an hour later apparently the same red light was seen at the
same place, rising up from the ground and then floating in the direction of
the tank shed, The light was seen twice more after that and on all occas-
ions there was absolutely no sound. Pfc. Viet would later say:"It was the
weirdest-looking thing I ever saw." 272.

The unexplained light caused Pfc. Viet to summon the Sergeant of the
Guard, Sgt. Francis R. Salinder.

Both Army men kept watch. About an hour later, at 10:15 p.m., the odd
light made yet another appearance. Taking no chances Sgt. Salinder sounded
an alert. Reinforcements quickly arrived at the sentry post. With orders
to conduct a sweep of the area, the troops headed in the direction where
the mystery light was last seen. Meanwhile Pfc, Viet was relieved by another
Marine guard. This new man was informed of the strange goings-on and that a
combat team was searching the terrain,

About midnight a strange red light appeared in the sky above the search
area, which so alammed the Marine at the guard post he grabbed the nearest

weapon handy, a big butcher knife, and dashed into the darknes to '"help beat
off the attack.” 273. .
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