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Satellite Collaring of SLC Focuses on the
Snow Leopards Five Priority Areas for
Should be Protecting the Snow

Part of Discussion Leopards

- Dr. Ganesh Pant - Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson

Save the Guardian of the Himalaya!



CDITORIAL

This is How We Can Save Snow Leopard

Snow leopard is included in the Appendix-1 of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES). It is listed as “Vulnerable” in the IUCN

Red List of Endangered Species. Nepal's National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 has included snow leopard as a
protected priorities species. According to the Act’s provisions,
anyone who kills or injures the animal or engages in illegal trade
of snow leopard’s parts is liable for either a fine of Rs 5,00,000

to Rs 10,00,000, or is jailed for 5 to 15 years or faces both the
punishments. However, despite the strong legal protection and
tireless efforts from Nepal government along with local, national,
and international allies, stakeholders and individuals, the deaths
and killings of snow leopards haven't stopped. It is imperative for
the Government to take each incident of snow leopard deaths
and murders seriously, learn from it, and move forward by taking
lessons.

Snow leopard, which is found in only 12 countries in Central
Asia and south Asia, including Nepal, is an indicator of a healthy
Himalayan ecosystem. Increasingly there needs to be concerted
efforts to save this endangered species.

Farmers in the Himalayan belt, who are engaged in animal
husbandry for a living, need assistance to construct predator-
resistant corrals, and a livestock insurance scheme. This would have
a vital role in minimizing human-snow leopard conflict. If this

doesn’t happen, the snow leopard will continue to suffer retaliatory

killing through various ways. In addition, participation of locals in
ecotourism that rely on snow leopards, homestays, and small-scale
businesses should be prioritized.

By regulating the crowd of cordyceps (yarsagumba) pickers,
educating them, and increasing surveillance, snow leopard habitats
should be protected from unwanted disturbance.

In Nepal, blue sheep and Himalayan tahr are the main natural prey
species for snow leopard. These prey species sometimes suffer from
contagious diseases such as itching eyes and mange. Scientific study
regarding this and regular monitoring of wildlife is increasingly
necessary. The grazing area of livestock, which is also prime habitat
of wildlife, must be regulated, and the herders should be provided
with education. The grazing area should be managed through a
rotational basis.

Subjects about snow leopards should be introduced in school
curricula and students should be taken for excursions and engaged
in extra-curricular activities; this helps students understand the
predator’s habitat and prey species and fosters positive attitudes
among children toward wildlife. Besides this, the drive to prepare
citizen scientists at the local level should be prioritized by those
who are knowledgeable about snow leopards, their habitat and prey
species, and their geographical distribution. They would be the first
line of resource in the scientific study of snow leopards.

Another frontier of snow leopard conservation will be the the
regular monitoring of their potential habitats and carrying out a
census and their conservation related comparative study.
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A Radio-Collared Snow Leopard
when Trapped for the Second Time

It was around 6:30 in the morning of January | I, 1983.1 was
sleeping in my tent and | was about to wake up. | sensed
a presence outside my tent. | mistakenly believed that
Karma would bring tea as always and greet me with “Goor
marrning (for good morning),” but it was our team leader
Rodney (Jackson), who arrived and said, “Good morning
Karan.” | thought something had happened and replied,
“Good morning Rod” and opened the tent entrance. He
continued, “the snow leopard that we left with a radio collar
was again trapped” all in one breath.

ST 20T0

| stepped out of my tent, and Rodney said, “Very beautiful
cat,” pointing towards the spotting scope. Looking through
the spotting scope kept on the stand nearby, | saw a medium-
sized snow leopard with one of its legs caught in a trap,
pulling its leg towards itself and looking at us occasionally.

Between our camp and the place where the snow leopard
was trapped was the Langu Karnali River flowing from Dolpa.
The river's water level was very low due to the winter,
and the riverbanks appeared white due to snow cover. We
went to get the medication and other supplies needed to
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immobilize the trapped snow leopard. We discussed that
this time | would inject the snow leopard with an anesthetic,
and Rodney would photograph the scene. The reason
behind this was the commotion that made it impossible to
capture high quality photographs of the snow leopard, which
had previously been trapped. By providing photographs
to organizations like National Geographic Society, which
funded our project, we were also able to demonstrate our
success in our pursuit of snow leopard research.

We were getting ready to move after gathering all the
necessary supplies. However, the local helpers of our camp,
Sonam and Karma, did not bring our breakfast “porridge and
tea” as instructed by Rodney. As it took more time than
expected, | went to the kitchen area to see what the matter
was and saw that the boys were still rolling small size bread.
I said in a loud voice, “what are you doing; it’s already late.”
They replied, “VWe are making Puri sir” | understood, when
Rodney said porridge, which we used to boil in water or
milk to make it like pudding, doesn’t take much time to
make, but they had been thinking of Puri and were kneading
the dough to roll for Puri.VWe stopped them and had biscuits
and tea for breakfast and went from the camp.

We had to cross Langu Karnali to go to the location where
the snow leopard was trapped.We had made a bridge out of
wood for this, but due to the accumulation of snow on the
bridge, it was quite slick.The first task was to clear the snow.
Then Sonam and Karma took the supplies across and finally
took us across by holding our hands.

About 100 meters ahead of the snow leopard spot, we
sat on a rock and discussed everybody’s task and what we
would do next. We also assigned Sonam and Karma the
responsibility for the tasks they could do. | attached an
injection in the tip of the jabstick (an almost |.5 meters-long
stick of a local plant) and put 3cc of the wildlife tranquillizer
“Ketaset” inside.We then moved cautiously in the direction
of the snow leopard trap.

When we got around 10 meters close to the snow leopard,
we saw the claws of its front left leg fell into the shrinking
dice made of strong string. Suddenly, seeing our presence, it
started to jump by pulling the string with its trapped leg.As
we talked, Rodney began taking photos as he moved closer
to the snow leopard's head. Seeing Rodney nearby, the snow
leopard started breathing heavily. It had expanded its body,
making itself look huge. If the snow leopard freed itself by
cutting off the string, | was terrified it would attack me. |
thought this was my chance and slowly moved toward it
from the back and jabbed the tranquillizer on its right thigh.

| was just about to take out the syringe with the help of
the jabstick, when the snow leopard turned toward me and
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whacked the jabstick with its front paw. Rodney and | could
not decide whether the medicine was able to enter the
leopard’s body. However, | felt the medicine had not entered
its body completely.

We decided to go a little further being off sight of the snow
leopard and wait for five minutes. VWe were constantly
looking at the snow leopard, and in three or four minutes,
the tranquillizer's effect started to appear.The snow leopard
began to stagger, and its legs became unsteady. After about
five minutes, the snow leopard collapsed to the ground.

We freed the unconscious snow leopard from the trap and
took it to a plain area, carrying it by its legs and head. After
that, without wasting a single moment, everyone started
to do their work as we advised. As the eyes of the snow
leopard were wide open with the effect of medicine, we
covered them with a towel.

One of the reasons for covering the head of an unconscious
snow leopard is that the eyes are fully open, and the sunrays
can have a negative effect on eyes. Another reason is the
tranquillizer used for immobilizing the snow leopard does
not affect the function of its eyes and ears, i.e., it can see
and listen but cannot move its head and feet to attack and
cannot even run away in fear.

We measured and weighed the snow leopard, examined
the body for any injuries, removed blood-sucking parasites
from the abdomen and ears, and took the body temperature
using a thermometer placed inside the anus. We carefully
examined the radio collar around its neck, antiseptic cream
was applied to the affected toe that had been trapped, and
finally injected it with the antidote to wake it up.

After a while, the snow leopard slowly regained
consciousness. It started trying to get up by moving its legs,
got up for a moment but fell down again.This was happening
continuously as it slowly vanished from our sight.VWe took a
bunch of photos of its activities until it was out of our sight.

We shook hands and congratulated each other as we
succeeded in getting the snow leopard out of the trap. |
asked Rodney to throw a big party after reaching the camp;
he replied, “Okay, no problem.” Now we had to go back
to the camp, so we started packing our supplies. | asked
Sonam to pass me the thermometer, to note down the
temperature in my diary. He passed it to me, when | read the
thermometer, | was surprised it was less than |5 degrees
Celsius which seemed impossible. Later we found out that
Sonam placed the thermometer along with the plastic cover
in the anus for one or two minutes and then took it out.
For us, a new joke was born, and we returned to our camp
laughing.
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Dhorpatan Huntin

Make Trophy Hunting Sustainable in the Long Run?

| was curious to know that the numbers of blue sheep
plummeted dramatically by two-fold (from 2002 individuals
down to 1290) between 2016 and 2021, while numbers of
Himalayan tahr almost doubled from 388 to 744 during five
years in Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve (DHR). Surprisingly,
the population of blue sheep decreased by 100% whereas
Himalayan tahr’s population increased by 100%. | was
concerned because the continued trophy hunting practices
that the Nepalese government has long permitted in DHR
may have an impact on the populations of blue sheep and
Himalayan tahr.

Such drastic alterations happen in the population of
mountain ungulates if there were extensive natural disasters
or massive anthropogenic disturbances. Otherwise, in
normal circumstances, the population remains stable. A
similar conclusion was also drawn by Prof. Per Wegge, who
carried out the first extensive research on the demographic
structure of blue sheep in the DHR. This paper is based
on review of previous literature, published and unpublished
reports and data, including discussion with park officials. Is
it possible to hunt these ungulates sustainably in DHR if
the population of blue sheep and Himalayan tahr shows
this type of fluctuation? What are the main causes of this
dramatic fluctuation in the population of these ungulates?
As these ungulates inhabit the remote areas, conducting
an effective field survey requires a substantial budget

ST 20T0

for organized camping, standard equipment, standard
methodology, seasonal and durational uniformity. Similarly,
skill and knowledge of surveyors, extensive and intensive
knowledge and experiences in geography and map reading
skills of surveyors,and most importantly the motivation and
patience with nature is needed. Are these wide variances
in the population of ungulates during past surveys the
consequences of lacking factors? The snow leopard occurs
here, and its main prey species are these ungulates. Is it an
impact of heavy predation in the area? Is this the result of
the park-people conflicts? These are important questions to
be answered in order to run trophy hunting in a sustainable
manner.

With a technical report and trophy hunting plan prepared
by Prof. Per Wegge (1979) after two years of study, the then
His Majesty Government of Nepal during Panchyat era
established the DHR in 1983 and gazetted it in 1987 and
legally introduced the program of trophy hunting. It is the
only trophy hunting reserve in the country and spreads over
1325 km2 in the periphery of Baglung, Rukum and Myagdi
districts of west Nepal. The objective of this hunting reserve
was to allow sports hunting of blue sheep, Himalayan tahr,
wild boar, barking deer, etc.,based on guidelines and protocol
prepared by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) to preserve the high-altitude ecosystem of
western Nepal.

U 4 | &3 Rigar



According to IUCN’ hunting criteria:
2)

Based on calculation of trophy-aged males that can be
harvested sustainably with at least two seasons during
winter (mating period) and subsequently in spring season

(after winter) details surveys on targeted wild species,

The number of trophy animal hunting permits applied in any

single year should not exceed 2% of total population and
25% of total trophy-sized animals available,

1:0.6 (60 male per 100 female) sex ratio in a population
should also be given due consideration while allocating
harvesting quotas to ensure population viability, fertility,and
mortality rate,

Predator-prey analysis for maintaining ecosystem balance.

Since then, blue sheep, Himalayan tahr, and other
complimentary wild animals have been hunted by foreigners
in the DHR under the provision of National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act (NPWC Act, 1973 fourth
amendment 1992).

Ironically, the submitted management plan of hunting reserve
byWegge (1979) was silent about prey-predator relationships
and future consequences of the action in ecosystem level.

For example, snow leopard is listed as vulnerable (IUCN
2018), and in Nepal, snow leopard is listed as a protected
mammal (NPWC Act, 1973). However, in DHR, there
has been no plan regarding the impact of hunting of blue
sheep and Himalayan tahr developed for snow leopard
conservation. Jackson and Ahlborn (1989) hypothesized that
an adult snow leopard requires 20 to 30 blue sheep annually,
for which a population viability of 150 to 250 individuals of
mountain ungulates is required (possibly less in areas, where
other prey species easily available).

Under this assumption and current estimated population
(2021) in DHR of mountain ungulates (blue sheep =1290 and
Himalayan tahr: 744), the DHR can sustain 8 to |10 individuals
of snow leopards. The population data of mountain
ungulates in the reports by Per Wegge (1979) appear to be
in accordance with IUCN’s guidelines and standards, but
subsequent studies are conducted only once every five years.

The
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It is mandatory to conduct the two seasonal surveys, one in
winter and subsequently in the spring season prior to fixing
the quota for trophy hunting.

If we assume that the given demographic structure of blue
sheep data are reliable in DHR, it is surprising that those
data indicate unstable populations in DHR. For instance,
various studies estimated the population of blue sheep such
as Wegge (1979= 575 to 530), Wilson (1981= 800 to 900)
and based on the subsequent studies (Bajimaya et al. 1991:
1346 individuals; Karki and Thapa 2007: 852; DHR 201 I:
1648; DHR 2016: 2202; DHR 2021:1290). There seems to
be a lot of fluctuation in the population data of blue sheep
as mentioned above. But according to Wegge (1979), the
population of blue sheep and Himalayan tahr should be stable,
and the reasons behind this instability are not clear. The
reasons behind this could be lack of budget, inconsistency of
methodology and season, limited duration, unstandardized
equipment, variability of skills and experiences of surveyors,
lack of knowledge on map reading and geography, and more
importantly, the carelessness towards nature.

Likewise, if we compare the data with Wegge (1971) and
(Wilson 1981), current estimated birth rate of blue sheep
based on statistics indicates that it has dropped significantly.
Wilson (1981) estimated the birth rate of blue sheep in the
autumn season was 83 young per 100 female, which dropped
to 73 young per 100 female in the spring season in the year
1980. But currently, the birth-rate of blue sheep seems to
have dropped significantly. For instance, as mentioned in
reports, the birth rate of blue sheep out of 100 females
is 13 (Karki and Thapa 2008), 22 (Kandel, 2011), 12 (DHR,
2016) and 37 (DHR, 2021). If this birth rate is considered
reliable, then it suggests a huge decline in the number of
ungulates in DHR. And if the data of this low birth rate
is analysed from the conservation science point of view,
hunting cannot be recommended. In ungulates, if the ratio of
young is higher than 0.7, it indicates an increasing population,
between 0.5 to 0.7 young indicates a stable population, and
less than 0.5 young indicates a decreasing population in any
given location.The dramatically low recruitment rate in DHR
population is clearly indicative of decreasing trends. If this
theory is accepted, the number of blue sheep will decrease
alarmingly in the near future, indicating a negative impact in
the ecosystem of DHR.

In summary, there needs to be a revision of extant policy,
programs, and practice, applying the reliable scientific
methodology and ensuring fair benefit sharing to local
people that would balance the ecosystem as well as social
harmony in DHR.There is no doubt that such actions would
minimize the park-people conflicts, and such a plan would
be replicable in other appropriate locations of Nepal and
elsewhere.

(Note: The author's views are his own. The citations of blue sheep and

Himalayan tahr have been taken from the source of Department of National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation-Editors)
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Dr. Ganesh Panta is an ecologist at Department of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation. Dr. Panta, who is from Gorkha, has spent 18 years in the management
of Nepal’s protected areas. Dr. Panta has already worked as chief conservation officer
at Sagarmatha, Banke, and Shey Phoksundo national parks, and conservation officer
at Chitwan and Shuklaphanta national parks. He holds a master’s of environmental
management from University of Queensland, Australia,and a doctorate from University

of Southern Queensland. Panta has published over half a dozen scientific articles. In
this interview with Anil Adhikari, a member of Snow Leopard Magazine’s editorial
board, Dr. Panta talks about the current situation of snow leopards in Nepal.
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What do you consider the biggest threat to snow leopard?

-Since the habitat of snow leopard falls in Nepal's high
Himalayas, where human settlement is thin, they do not
suffer the impacts of human density and destruction
of habitat as the tigers face in the Terai. However, the
challenges snow leopards face are of an unusual nature.
The majority of people in the Himalayas eke out a living
through animal husbandry, and the grazing area of the
livestock intersects with snow leopard’s habitat. For this
reason, the interaction between humans and snow leopard
in those areas is high. Because of this, snow leopard is
found to be preying on the domesticated animals like sheep,
goats, yaks, and horses. In some instances, they are found
to be preying on over 50 goats at one go by entering the
sheds. The human-snow leopard conflict triggered by such
incidents and human’s retaliatory killing of the predators is
the biggest challenge at the moment. But there are many
other challenges in snow leopard conservation—such as
the depletion of the habitat due to excessive grazing of
livestock; scarcity of prey species due to less grasses in
grazing areas; poaching and illegal trade; effect of human
pressure during herb collection, including Cordyceps; and
possible effects of climate change on the habitat.

After GPS collaring, three snow leopards have died in
Shey Phoksundo National Park, one by one. Can we take
human-snow leopard conflict as a reason behind this?
How do you analyze this serious situation?

-Yes, it is definitely a serious problem, and it is about time
the collaring of snow leopard comes into discussion. But as
for the collaring work in Dolpa, | see two aspects toit. One s,
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as you said, the situation given rise by human-snow leopard
conflict, and another could be various elements such as the
choice of the animal taken for satellite collaring, its health
condition, inter-specific fighting, and natural death rate.

In the last two years at Shey Phoksundo National Park,
nearly Rs 15 million has been distributed to compensate
loss of livestock due to snow leopard attack, and as much
for community-based livestock insurance program through
five snow leopard conservation committees. Programs
such as awareness for shepherds, education of elderly
women, and drives focused on students through eco clubs
have also been launched with coordination from WWF
Nepal and the national park office. These programs show
the locals are committed in one way or another for snow
leopard conservation. That’s why | think it’s not logical to
conclude that human-snow leopard conflicts are the sole
reason behind their deaths, but like you said, of the various
potential reasons, the conflicts too might be one. If we look
at reports from National Forensic Science Laboratory and
National Veterinary Laboratory, the deaths haven’t been
attributed to human reasons. Hence, the reasons should
be found out through the first-hand information furnished
by Dolpa’s local community, national park office and the
technicians.

What issues should be paid attention to in hopes to
mitigate these losses and complexities in the future?

-By takingincidentsin Dolpa as unfortunate andirreplacable
results as a lesson, we should take caution in the coming
days. In my opinion, to prevent these kinds of losses in the
future, selection of the animals before GPS collaring should
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be judicious, full ownership of local community on the GPS
collaringdrive and their participation in conservation should
be ensured, and we ought to ask whether GPS collaring
work in itself is a matter of priority and compulsion when it
comes to research. | think these issues should be discussed
widely and taken as lessons.

A few years ago, a video showing Cordyceps pickers
abusing snow leopards in Shey Phoksundo National
park had been public. Along with that, looking at
aforementioned incidents, can we say that snow
leopards are in danger at Shey Phoksundo?

-Those kinds of incidents are unfortunate, and they
shouldn’t happen.

After the snow leopards are GPS collared, are the local
level snow leopard conservation sub-committees,
respective park and conservation area offices, and
departments carrying out regular field monitoring
drives?

-For sure, monitoring is taking place on a regular basis.
On the local level, the respective park offices and buffer
zone committees under them, Snow Leopard Conservation
Committees, and Community-Based Anti-Poaching Unit
have been directly involved in regular field monitoring.

What update do you have on the program of GPS
collaring eight snow leopards at the remaining western
landscape in Annapurna-Manaslu Conservation Area?

-The GPS collaring work of 12 snow leopards, including four
each in Dolpa, Annapurna and Manaslu conservation areas,
was carried out as per the ministerial decision of 2075/ 5/
15, involving the Ministry of Forestry and Environment,
to gain knowledge on the distribution of snow leopards,
international grazing areas, and habitat, and to help in their
conservation and management. While four collaring work is
already complete in Dolpa, the process of collaring hasn’t
moved ahead in other conservation areas.

Three landscapes that Nepal had committed to as part
of the goals of Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem
Protection Program (GSLEP) have already been ensured.
Has the department formulated a separate policy to
conserve snow leopards in these areas? What kind of
noteworthy programs are there for conservation?

-Nepal has committed to operating conservation programs
on the three landscapes as per the goals of GSLEP.
According to the same commitment, Nepal--in a first
among 12 countries that are home to snow leopard--has
launched programs after formulating the Climate Smart
Snow Leopard Management Plan in 2017 in landscapes
from Langtang National Park in the east to Kanchanjunga
Conservation Area. Meanwhile, the plan to manage
landscapes in the west is in the final stage after undergoing
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several rounds of discussions. This plan includes programs
such as conservation of snow leopard at landscape level,
economic progress of the local community, and mitigation
of the impacts of climate change on snow leopard’s habitat
and ecosystem.

Does the department have any programs or plans related
to snow leopard-based tourism?

-Even if the department doesn’t have a separate program
for snow leopard-based tourism development endorsed
and ratified by government, there have been efforts from
offices of conservation areas that are home to snow
leopard to connect snow leopard conservation to tourism
and livelihoods by prioritizing conservation programs.
Currently, the Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan is on
the verge of being revised, and | expect that the amended
five-year action plan will also include programs to bridge
snow leopard conservation work to livelihoods and income
of locals who depend on animal husbandry for a living.

What is your impression on the current situation of
budgeting, commitment, plans, and programs focused
on snow leopard conservation among local units that are
home to snow leopard? Are the field offices coordinating
with local units for conservation of snow leopards, their
prey species, and habitat? And is this necessary?

-The issue you have raised is important. It is urgent that
we hold provincial and local government accountable for
conservation of snow leopard and to facilitate the process.
Today, about 30-35 percent of Nepal’s total snow leopard
habitat lies outside of the conservation areas and on
the jurisdiction of provincial and local governments. For
sustainable conservation of snow leopard, work should be
done in such a way that the connectivity between snow
leopards lying outside of protected areas and those in
the core area is not breached. Alongside, there is also a
possibility that the local units can make income by investing
in infrastructure for snow leopard-based tourism.

How important do you think is the operation of
community level conservation education to protect
snow leopards? If it is important, what kinds of plans is
the department formulating for it?

-The community-based conservation education program
is extremely important for snow leopard conservation.
If subjects on snow leopard conservation are included in
school-level curriculum, it would increase ownership among
the local people about conservation. For now, as reference
material, the department has published two books based on
snow leopard conservation. They are being taught to Grade
7 and8 in 12 schools in Mustang and Taplejung districts.
Likewise, discussion on plans for snow leopard-based
livelihoods is also equally important.
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A leading authority on Nepal's biodiversity,
especially on plant resources, Dr. Tirtha
Bahadur Shrestha has devoted his entire
life to the conservation of Nepal's flora,
fauna, and ecosystems. He has worked
for the Government of Nepal for 30 years
and served as a Senior Scientist Officer
(first class) in the Department of Forest.
Dr. Shrestha served as the study team leader
to establish the Makalu-Barun National
Park. He helped the Government of Nepal
to classify major forests as well as classify
rare and endangered plant taxa across the
country. Dr. Shrestha has authored more
than 20 books and hundreds of articles,
containing discoveries, concepts, and ideas.
He is a life member of Nepal Academy:
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Bhesraj Devoted
- To Snow Leopard
Conservatlon__m M USta“g

Mr. Bhesraj Bastola, a teacher by profession, holds a deep
passion for environment and wildlife conservation. For the
past ten years he has volunteered as a Snow Leopard Scout
coordinator in Mustang.

A permanent resident of Pokhara, Bhesraj has been teaching
science and environment subjects to primary and classes | |
and 12 for the past 23 years at Janahit Secondary School
in Jomsom. Apart from this, he also teaches reference
books on environmental conservation ‘Prakriti ko Sandesh,
published by the National Trust for Nature Conservation
(NTNC)-Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP),
and Conservation Education books based on snow leopard
conservation, published by the Department of National Parks
and the Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC). These books
have contributed significantly to raising public awareness
on environmental and wildlife conservation in the region
including snow leopard, says Bhesraj.

“Mustang is one of the districts with snow leopard habitat
in Nepal. Besides school time, | am engaged in the activities
related with snow leopard conservation; this is because of
my passion with the species,” says Bhesraj.

He has been playing an important role in the formation
and mobilization of the snow leopard scouts committee

ST 20T0
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by including students of the Greenforce Club, a student
environmental group operating in the schools of Kagbeni,
Lupra, Jomsom, Syang, Marpha, Kowang, and Ghasa. Bhesraj
says the scout activities are mainly conducted with the aim of
involving the students in snow leopard conservation, raising
awareness, and helping them in their capacity enhancement.

He has gathered much experience with the Snow Leopard
Scout's monitoring camps. The camps are conducted over
three residential and one non-residential days in the prime
habitats of snow leopard of Mustang,above 3500 meters.This
camp is organized for the students of the local GreenForce
Club, where the members of the working committee of the
club, students of Grades 6, 7, and 8, participate. Students are
taken to the prime habitat of snow leopard and shown various
aspects of it. An art, essay, and story writing competition on
snow leopard, its habitat, and its prey is organized among
the students. They are taught about observation of snow
leopard pugmarks, identification of snow leopard scat, and
installation of camera traps, says Bhesraj.

Bhesraj is satisfied that the scientific knowledge about snow
leopard is spreading in the community through the students
of these camps. As it is the habitat of snow leopard, it is
necessary to have such activities regularly here, he says.
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Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) Focuses

on the Five Priority Areas for
Protecting Snow Leopards

Congratulations for the new role as executive director
at Snow Leopard Conservancy

Thank you! I am humbled and honored to work alongside so
many passionate and dedicated wildlife conservationists.
Protecting our precious earth, all its inhabitants, and vital
natural resources requires everyone and their unique
talents. We all must work together, support each other and
act now.
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Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson is the newly appointed
executive director of Snow Leopard
Conservancy (SLC). She joined SLC in
2020, Ashleigh had 18 years of experience
working in wildlife conservation. A native
Floridian, she received a bachelor's degree
from the University of Florida in zoology.
After graduating, Ashleigh found her passion
working with big cats at Busch Gardens and
specializing with the Felid Taxon Advisory
Group to advance the care, conservation, and
management of all wild cats in AZA-accredited
z00s. She received her master's degree from
the Royal Veterinary College and Zoological
Society of London in wild animal biology.
Ashleigh is leading a collaborative pilot
initiative in Nepal to improve livestock health
and herder livelihoods and reduce retaliatory
killings of snow leopards related to livestock
depredation. She shared her opinion on snow
leopard conservation with  Anil Adhikari,
an editorial team member of Snow Leopard
Magazine.

Where do you envision SLC will be in 5 years?

Over the last two decades, SLC has built a foundation of
groundbreaking snow leopard conservation initiatives,
including pioneering innovative techniques in human-
wildlife coexistence and empowering local Indigenous
leaders and communities to be the frontline guardians in
protecting wildlife and their shared environment. SLC’s
holistic approach considers the complex dynamics of
human-wildlife dimensions, addressing root causes of
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Snow Leopard Conservancy Has New Leadership

US-based non-profit organization, Snow Leopard
Conservancy (SLC) has changed its leadership portfolio.

Ms. Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson has been selected as the
SLC's incoming executive director. Before joining SLC's
team in April 2020 as the vice president, Ashleigh held
leadership roles with AZA-accredited Zoos and with
the FelidTaxon Advisory Group, leading wild cat health,
welfare, and conservation initiatives.

As Conservancy Founder Dr. Rodney Jackson steps away
from the day-to-day operations, he will be taking a new
role as president of the board of directors, focusing
on special projects and fundraising, and helping the
executive director and SLC's board further elevate
SLC's profile as an innovative leader in the conservation

of snow leopards and advancement of community livelihoods. Mr. Raja Bhadury is the incoming vice president
of the board of directors and will be supporting this leadership transition. Ms. Caroline Gable of Shared Earth
Foundation has served as board president since SLC's inception in 2010 and will remain on the Board.

conservation challenges to facilitate lasting solutions that
benefit both snow leopards and people.

The present moment provides both a challenge and an
opportunity; we are living in a pivotal time in human history,
which is changing rapidly. This begs the opportunity for
each of us to take some time to reimagine what the future
can be. While there are significant challenges we face yet,
| do see a very bright future ahead.

First, we must recognize the interconnection and
interdependence of all life on earth and deepen the
integration of what we value most in everyday practice.
For me, that is elevating the value of all life, animals,
humans, and living natural resources. Therefore, we
should realign wildlife conservation goals among other
sustainable development goals at the same level of priority
in large scale conservation planning and action. Second,
we should use a One Health approach to conservation,
emphasizing the importance of human health, animal
health, and ecosystem health. If we move forward in this
one way, | believe we can improve the health and wellbeing
of all life on earth. Lastly, | think, we need to take care of
each other and learn from each other through connection,
bridging local communities to global communities, to meet
our greater conservation goals.

| intend to honor the vision of SLC’s founders, Dr. Rodney
Jackson and Darla Hillard, who have worked tirelessly
for over the last four decades in promoting harmonized
coexistence for snow leopards and mountain communities.
| would like to enhance this by building upon collaborative
efforts to improve animal health and welfare, including
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both domestic animals and wild animals, and focus more
on prevention of human-wildlife conflict and community-
led conservation initiatives. | would also like to foster
greater collaboration among snow leopard conservation
practitioners range wide working in human-wildlife
coexistence through more sharing of best practice conflict
mitigation techniques, educational, spiritual, and cultural
initiatives, ensuring equity in representation of local voices
living with snow leopards.

What is the most challenging part for Snow leopard
conservation and how do you plan to handle it?

There are so many priorities in snow leopard conservation
making overall organization challenging as well as financing
each of these conservation initiatives. For example, we have
immediate threats to snow leopard lives, such as human-
wildlife conflict and poaching and longer-term threats,
such as unsustainable development and climate change. It
can be daunting to approach the entirety of the challenge,
but fortunately we have many snow leopard conservation
organizations working on these goals under Global Snow
Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP)
initiatives. | am looking forward to working together with
these organizations to prioritize activities and secure large-
scale financing to tackle this very complex issue using a
360-degree approach.

What are the five highest priority areas to protect the
snow leopard?

SLC focuses on the five priority areas for protecting snow
leopards, targeted mostly at the community level for local
people living with snow leopards.
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Human-Wildlife Conflict Prevention & Mitigation -
Facilitation of predator deterrent tools (e.g., Foxlights,
solar fences, livestock-safe corrals) and instruction to
reduce livestock depredation, thereby building coexistence
between herders, snow leopards, and other predators,
such as wolves. This includes developing innovative, cost-
effective techniques that are accessible and scalable in
these remote areas.

Conservation Education- Facilitation of environmental
and conservation education emphasizing the ecological
significance of snow leopards and how to preserve and
protect them aimed at children, adults, parents, community
members, herders, and local and governmental officials
in both rural and urban settings. Mentoring the next
generation of local conservation leaders is critical to create
lasting change and sustain snow leopard conservation in
the long term.

Diversified sustainable livelihoods that save snow leopards
- We practice elements of Appreciative Participatory
Planning and Action (APPA) planning with villagers to help
identify opportunities for community-led solutions that
align the protection of snow leopards with conservation-
linked local livelihoods.

Traditional Cultures & Sacred Species - SLC facilitates
the 100 + member Land of Snow Leopard (LOSL) Network
across five regions of Central Asia. LOSL creates pathways
for Indigenous Cultural Practitioners to be equal partners
in planning at all levels and in community snow leopard
conservation and education programs.

Collaboration, Capacity Building, & Advocacy - Working
together with the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem
Protection Program (GSLEP) and other governmental and
nongovernmental organizations active in snow leopard
conservation, we can align our priorities and secure large-
scale conservation financing. SLC can help strengthen
local institutions and resource allocation for targeted
conservation initiatives at the community level which
could make a big difference at the most local level for
herders and snow leopards. We can also help identify areas
of opportunity for capacity building with governmental
and nongovernmental organizations and independent
conservation practitioners working at the mid-level to
ensure they have the resources that they need to work
effectively between both levels.

Do you think livestock insurance is an important factor
to reduce livestock depredation caused by snow leopard
and wolves?

Yes, livestock insurance can be very effective to offset
financial losses from livestock depredation to supplement
government compensation assistance programs. However,
it does not address the root cause of the threat to livestock,
herders’ primary livelihood, and could still perpetuate
potential conflict. | would like to see the emphasis be
placed more on prevention through techniques that
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One Health Approach

One health is a collaborative, multisectoral, and
transdisciplinary approach-working at the local,

regional, national, and global levels-with the goal
of achieving optimal health outcomes recognizing
the interconnection between people, animals,
plants, and their shared environment.

focus on keeping both livestock and predators safe, not
just compensation or insurance as a reaction to losses or
conflict.

What should be your strategy to collaborate with the
local Nepalese government in community-based snow
leopard conservation initiatives?

We are collaborating with rural municipalities to help
increase targeted resources to community members for
supporting snow leopard conservation initiatives. By
helping facilitate the strengthening of local institutional
capacity and promoting more collaboration between
organizations working in wildlife conservation and animal/
public health and natural resource management, we may be
able to create a better way forward that is more equitable,
resilient, and sustainable for us all.

What should be done to reduce the killing of snow
leopards? Can SLC play any supporting role to initiate
a snow leopard census that most of the snow leopard
range countries have not executed so far except Bhutan
and India? Do you think this is important to snow leopard
conservation?

As one of the partner organizations of the Global Snow
Leopard Ecosystem and Ecosystem Protection Program
(GSLEP), Snow Leopard Conservancy supports researchers
and conservation practitioners protecting snow leopards,
from each individual cat to the population as a whole. GSLEP
has endorsed a standard methodology to do this through
the Population Assessment of the World’s Snow leopards
(PAWS), using camera trap technology. This method, used
in combination with genetic sampling from DNA scat
analysis, would allow for the most accurate census.

SLC is focusing on saving snow leopard lives from conflict
with herders over livestock depredation and promoting
compassionate coexistence among communities living with
snow leopards, wolves, and wild herbivores. One solution
could be to recruit passionate local citizen scientists that
can be trained to monitor wildlife and participate in the
PAWS. In communities where SLC partners work, when we
see snow leopard mothers with multiple healthy subadult
cubs thriving and an adequate prey base living peacefully
with communities who tolerate their presence, we see that
as a good indicator as well.
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— Om Gurung

The Unforgetta
snow Ieopard
Captureg
n Manang«

On September 17,2014, during the snow leopard research
that Madhu Chetri was doing for his PhD, we camped at
Lepche Kharka in Manang. Sudip Adhikari (former office-in-
charge at ACAP-Manang, a young local herder, and myself,
were on the team. It was 4 pm; we were divided in two
teams, Sudip and me, and the other Madhu Chhetri and the
local herder.While leaving the camp, we planned to meet at
a certain location after circling the hills.

Sudip and | were walking together. The dense fog caused by
continuous rain into the afternoon the previous day made it
difficult to see even close-up. It was already 6 pm. However,
as the fog slowly cleared, it seemed to get bright. Sudip
wanted to go back, but | told him that we ought to go a little
higher. After he handed me his camera, he moved straight
and instructed me to head upward and move towards him.

I moved on. Slowly the clouds parted, and it was brighter. At
200 meters | saw a snow leopard shaking its head. Vultures
were seen a little higher. It really was a snow leopard. It had
just hunted a blue sheep and was holding it by the neck.
The snow leopard was at about 4800 meters. “What luck,
now | can take photos” | was thinking in my mind with joy.
| moved a bit ahead, but the snow leopard suddenly came
towards me from 200 meters away. | clicked the photographs
continuously. It stopped and stood still. | was looking at him
from the lower terrace.The distance between us was just 2
meters, and then | felt that it might attack.

I moved back slowly, because it is said that one should
take 1-2 steps back when a tiger is encountered at close
distance. It was standing still. | shouted saying,*Sudip sir”,and
went down around 50 meters and ran. Looking backward,
snapping photographs and running downwards, | arrived at
the tented camp set at 4000 meters and told the story that
| witnessed to my colleagues. | showed Madhu sir, the images
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of the snow leopard | caught on camera. We planned to go
back to the same place the next morning and then slept.

The next morning at 3:00 am, Dr. Chetri, Sudip and | were
going to the site where the snow leopard had killed the
blue sheep. It was not possible to hide ourselves and take
photographs due to low fog.VWe saw an animal walking from
a distance but could not ascertain whether it was a snow
leopard, fox, or a wolf. We placed two camera traps facing
towards the carcass. Dr. Chetri went to one side, Sudeep
went to the upper terrace, and | stayed in the lower terrace.
It was still early morning, and we gathered at one place. It
was frigid, so | told them | would return to the camp and
sleep. Both Madhu and Sudeep stayed at a distance and
chased away those vultures. But they did not see the snow
leopard. | again joined the team around 3:00 pm.

Dr. Madhu Chhetri said that the snow leopard will not come
and to take out the cameras and return to the camp. We
took off the cameras, went back to the camp, and checked
the memory card. While checking the images on our laptop,
we could only see the vultures. However, at the end, a snow
leopard was seen feeding on the carcass. While they were
sitting on the cliff, the snow leopard came and fed but went
unnoticed.

| requested Dr.Madhu Chhetrito revisit the place the next day.
We visited the carcass site from a different route, but there
was no carcass at the site. A little further, the snow leopard
was lying on the ground. We started watching him from a
rock crevice lying about 100 meters away. We noticed the
carcass was just below the terrace in which we were lying.
| wondered how the leopard recognized our movements. It
stood up and started staring at us. | was seeing it with my
naked eyes, however, could not see it with the camera. Dr.
Chetri videographed shot video.

But | am very upset that | was not able to shoot video at
that time.

| consider that closeup picture of the snow leopard as my
achievement in the field of conservation.

(This composition was prepared by Anil Adhikari on the basis of the audio
recording of the conversation Naresh Kusi and Savita Gurung had with
Om Gurung in Manang)
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Snow leopards are found only in twelve countries in the

world, they are; Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia,
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

It is believed that 4500 to 7500 snow leopards exist in the
wild. However, some believe even less than that.

In Nepal, the estimated population of snow leopard
is between 301 and 400 (Source: Snow Leopard
Conservation Action Plan of Nepal 2017-2021).

The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park
supports the highest density of snow leopard (10 to 12
snow leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal.

Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable species in the IUCN’s
Red Data Book and also included in the Appendix-| of the
CITES.

Nepal’s National Parks andWildlife ConservationAct 1973
has listed snow leopard as a protected priority species.As
per this Act’s 5th amendment 2016.,it is illegal to hunt the
protected priority species including snow leopard. Any
effort of poaching, smuggling snow leopard body parts, or
hurting them is not tolerated by law and, if anyone found
guilty of poaching, hurting snow leopard and trading of its
body parts will be punished with penalty of Rs. 5,00,000
to Rs. 10,00,000 or 5-15 years of imprisonment or both.

o <4 | &3 Rigar

=

St vy



Photo :Anil Adhikari/TSN

LT

Grade 8, Shree Janawal Secondary School, Shyang, Mustang
Role of Students in the Conservation of

snow leopard

Snow leopard is an animal that is rare in the world. It is an
apex predator found in the Himalayas. In Nepal, its natural
prey varies in different locations. For instance, snow leopard
in Annapurna Conservation Area preys mainly on blue sheep,
while in Sagarmatha National Park, Himalayan tahr is its main
prey.Apart from this, it also preys on musk deer, Himalayan
marmot, hare, and Himalayan monal.

The length of snow leopard’s body and its tail are almost the
same. The mother snow leopard keeps her cubs together
for 18 to 22 months. During this period, the mother snow
leopard teaches the cubs to walk, adapt to nature, and hunt
prey.

In Nepal, snow leopard are found in the Himalayan region
from 3000 to 5800 meters in rugged mountains, rocky caves,

deep gorges, and pasture lands. It can hunt prey species three
times larger than its size.

As it is very attractive and roams in
the mountains, it is called queen of
the mountains. Moreover, because
it perfectly camouflages with the
environment of the mountains,
making it rare to observe like
ghosts, it is also called ghost of the
mountains.

It indicates its territory by scraping
on the ground, spraying urine, and
scratching on trees.

Protected areas should be
established to conserve snow
leopard. Awareness should be given
to the local people that the snow
leopard should not be hunted, its
prey species should be saved, and
its habitat should not be damaged.
Also, if the snow leopard hunts on
livestock like goats, cows, horses,
etc., compensation insurance and
distribution of foxlights should be
arranged.

It is said that in the past days it was customary to kill a snow
leopard, which was rewarded with alcohol, money, and a
brave ranking. However, today the Government of Nepal has
imposed a fine of 5 to 10 lakhs and imprisonment from 5 to
I5 years for hunting snow leopards and harming them. This
arrangement helps a lot in the conservation of snow leopard.

Because the snow leopard is an important species in the
Himalayan ecosystem, it is critical to protect it by working
together.

With the formation of Snow Leopard Scouts, students like
us residing in the Himalayan region should understand and
explain about its prey and its habitat to others. It is the
responsibility of students residing nearby and around the
habitat of snow leopard to conserve this endangered species.

(Note:This essay held the first position in the essay competition under the 'Art, Poetry and Essay Competition’ organized on Snow Leopard Scouts

Monitoring Camp in Mustang in Oct 2022)
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— Shreyashi Bista

2

Photo Darwin S. Mayhew

Story of Perseverance,
Story of Snow Leopard

Genevieve came running at us from behind, stating Petra was
also experiencing the Genevieve effect. | laughed out loud
and then questioned her about the Genevieve Effect.They all
laughed at me in response.

When we (Shreeya, Nikita, and ) met up with our Inland
Norway University of Applied Sciences travelling companions,
it had already been three days since we started. Despite being
exhausted and sick, the squad was keen about reaching snow
leopard's habitat at 4580 meters.The ascent from Chet-Chet
to Simigaon was so exhausting that we were unable to raise
our heads in triumph because it only served to highlight how
many more mountains were left there to climb.
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But as soon as we crossed the border into Dong Gang
from Simigaon, we were astonished by the beauty; the 12
kilometers of incline had undoubtedly been worthwhile.
It is understandable why the entrance to the kingdom of
the snow leopard was paved with such incredible splendor.
A White Capped Water Redstart was flying in the stunning
DongGang valley, which was surrounded by coniferous trees
and had the Rolwaling stream flowing through the hear of
it. It appeared the birds in the sky were trying to learn our
names and goals. (I told them silently in my mind, we have
come to meet our friend, the snow leopard).
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The group greeted us and explained the Genevieve effect,
which was nothing but the diarrhea that everyone was
experiencing in the high mountains. At barely 2700 meters,
Elena, Roy, and Gen (as we like to call her) were already
experiencing diarrhea and headaches, but their inner zeal
was fit and strong. Darwin, who was in excellent physical
and mental condition, had our team genuinely envious of him
because he was the only one who could climb the mountains
as if he had been living there for all time.With the hope of
seeing raptors, Hugo (the bird guy) constantly kept his eyes
staring at the sky while Lea, Amanda, and Neilsante were
walking like hungry horses when shown a bait.VVe continued
the journey from Dong Gang to Beding, but one thing |
pondered through all those times was the bareness in the
jungle. Despite the fact that we saw very little wildlife during
those four days, our aspirations were high.

However, the lack of animals was a clear indication that the
ecosystem is not in the same state as in the past. We went
down the trail, which was a mix of uphill and downhill, using
it as a metaphor for life.

The trees were lying on the ground rather than fluttering
in the sky, which made us sad as we saw the ecosystem in
such a miserable state. However, the good news was that
Dr.Madhu Chetri stated he would take care of it immediately,
and we breathed a sigh of relief. Soon after we arrived in
Naa (4200 meters) through Beding, on the sixth day; the
scenery was breathtaking. It took our breath. In fact, almost
everyone was having trouble breathing, and six of us wereill
with headaches and diarrhea. While we were all sitting and
debating how to do more survey work with Dr. Chetri and
Mr. Purna, Hugo came sprinting up to us, claiming he had just
seen a herd of Himalayan tahr walking above the steep rocks.
We were not as lucky though.

Another day we moved up, doing the double-observer
survey and sign survey. Elena and | were doing the survey,
and while doing our work, Elena noticed some moving trees
above the rocks. With binoculars, we both leapt with delight
as we knew the moving trees were actually the movement of
Himalayan tahr. Elena and | each took a turn looking through
the same pair of binoculars, but | was only able to spot a
few rocks and little shrubs. Elena convinced me by claiming
that those animals were merely hidden among the bushes
between a single large rock and a smaller rock.| was shocked
to find that | could clearly see them up there. Despite the
obstacles, we finally had a glimpse of the snow leopard's prey
on the sixth day, and one thing was sure, the snow leopard
was not far. Then came the most difficult part, which was all
the way up from Naa to Tsho-Rolpa.

As soon as we raised our hopes and sharpened our legs,
some villagers came and warned us about the vertical uphill
climb to the lake.Some visitors who were on their way down
told us that we couldn't accomplish the climb. But,no matter
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what, the zeal in our hearts kept propelling us forward.The
snow leopard fascinates me because of its elusiveness, rarity,
and the difficulty of reaching it. Snow leopards are known
as the sentinels of the mountains because they protect the
habitat they live in and the ecosystem they possess.

It was tough to get to Tsho-Rolpa, far more difficult than
climbing 2000 stairs uphill. We walked for two minutes and
rested for five. When we were just about to give up, we were
reminded about our goal to set the camera trap at 4700
meters and that it was solely to look for snow leopard.

We were re-energized and determined to achieve our aim.
We arrived at our destination in the end. With a heart full
of ecstasy and hope that snow leopard, our friend, will
undoubtedly say hello to our cameras, we put the cameras
at about 4700 meters and set back to our camp. After a
month of waiting, we finally spotted a picture of a snow
leopard trapped in our camera, and it was the pinnacle of
our journey to Tsho-Rolpa.

That journey not only aided us in our professional career
development, but it also had a personal aspect to it. At times,
it might be difficult to get to our target, but each steady
step brings us closer to it. Nothing is impossible if we have
passion in our hearts and courage to achieve our goals.

Thank you to the National Trust for Nature Conservation
(NTNC)-Gaurishankar Conservation Area Project (GCAP)
team, especially Dr. Chetri, Project Chief- GCAP, Inland-
Norway University, particularly, Morten for making the trip
both possible and unforgettable.
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Hey, Padhvasambhav

Rinpoche’s Dog

A creature’s survival acts in nature makes its habit

Knowing its habit is crucial so you won’t harm the species nor the nature, you get it
Strange are the habits of the beauteous, long-tailed Snow leopard of the mountains

Feeds on carcass but also time to time consumes grass and licks limestone mines

Wraps its tail around itself own body, in bid to stave off the biting cold
Roams the night away, searching for prey, along the steep, rocky trail
The adult lives alone, marking its territory with scrape, scat and urine
Preys stealthily on one in a herd, scares off the rest

In snowy winter, like its prey, it also descends to live

It dies more often because of poaching than naturally, all believe
Usually lives in high Himalayas, but sometimes to the villages makes a visit
Kills the livestock and as a pay back, people often kill it

Mainly active at night but at day also seen roaming

Even feeds on carcass if starts starving

Also, prey on domestic yak, although seven times heavier than itself
How brave! To hunt the livestock, even breaks into weak sheds

In the shed, leaves all the sheep dead, when pay a visit making a sneak

Farmers believe it as Rinpoche’s dog, but it makes their financial status even weak
Hey naturally inhabiting Padmasambhava Rinpoche’s dog, why to kill if don’t want to feed

The poor farmers take loans at high interest to buy the sheep kept in the shed

(Note: Padmasambhava Rinpoche is an ancient highly respected incarnated Buddhist Lama)

- Karan Bahadur Shah
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Let's Save
Snow Leopard

Snow leopard is a rare creature, let’s know

Realize, including India and Nepal,
only twelve nations where they go

Snow leopard, inhabitants of Nepal Himalaya Art :Pat Schwab

Let’s save it before it fades away

Cat species are shy, shouldn’t be harmed

Food hunting in early mornings and evenings, what they routine
Hunts three times larger its size

Such species are rare; conserving them is our prize

Yak calves, sheep and goats in which it preys on

Retaliatory killing might cause its extinction

It’s a carnivore, survives by hunting

Loss is ours, if charged of killing

Prey depletion and habitat destruction cutting down their numbers
People dub them the queens of the mountains

They are endangered by the activities of humans

f&3 f’aqar sionsk |

Let’s conserve, the onus is on us
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— Nisamhang Limbu, grade 8, Saraswati Secondary School, Sirijanga-3, Sikaincha, Taplejung

— fOTATHTATS fodq, et C, 8t IRIAMT LA, RARSTST 3, R, dteigs
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Snow Leopard

Snow leopard, called the queen of mountain

Manang, Mustang, Dolpa seem like its haven

Blue sheep, Himalayan tahr and musk deer its main prey
In search of it, one must roam into the forest

White and brown in color and body covered with rough
spots

In the research huge time spent by many experts
Inhabitants of cliffs, hills and tops

Lives in the jungle, in village it rarely enters

Preys on livestock, given the chance

Shy in nature, love to keep a human distance
Cameras are set up to spot it

And it leaves the mark like scat and scrap
Occasionally it gives people a hard time

Those unaware of conservation even try to kill them
Poaching has decreased its population

Various organizations working for its conservation

It has a long tail, also a long body

To save them everyone should take the custody

It contributes in the Himalayan food chain
Conservation of this species should be everyone’s aim
Preys on goats and sheep entering weak sheds

Remember, if you harm them, you’ll end up in jails

ST 20T0
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| Am
A Snow Leopard

The cliffs that | climb

Rocky hills and ravines that | run on

Ah, the fun of the green meadows

| am there in only twelve countries

The roof of my house covered with snow

They call me the ghost of the mountains—
| am a Snow leopard!

| mumble, I'm shy

I look like a big cat, walk like a tiger

Fear haunts me as | look for prey

Hunters in turn visit the forest, looking for me

| am on the endangered list, such is my predicament these
days

My species keep on dwindling, | get ever anxious
| am also indispensable to the world

| have as many rights as the humans

My friend got killed and got smuggled its trophy
See, this creature called man’s mind is very dirty
We're all on Earth, created by the lord

We depend on each other and live for each other.

- Rojina Ghimire
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Three ‘Beloved’ Snow Leopards

Died of Covid Complications at
Nebraska Zoo

Nov. 13,2021, Three snow leopards died of complications
related to Covid-19 at a zoo in Lincoln, Nebraska, despite
efforts by staff to restore them to health after they tested
positive for the virus, zoo administration said.

The Lincoln Children’s Zoo lamented the deaths of Ranney,
Everest, and Makalu in a Facebook post on its official page
Friday (Nov. 12,2021) evening, saying, “the cats were beloved
by our entire community inside and outside of the zoo.”

“This loss is truly heartbreaking, and we are all grieving
together;,” the statement said.

The snow leopards were not the only animals to have
contracted the virus at the facility. The Lincoln Children’s
Zoo had published a statement on October |3, disclosing
that the snow leopards and Sumatran tigers had “tested
positive for the virus that causes Covid-19”

The zoo had collected nasal swab and fecal samples after
animal keepers had “observed symptoms consistent with the
virus in felids,” which can include respiratory illness. The zoo
said it had been treating the snow leopards and tigers “with
steroids and antibiotics to prevent secondary infection,”
but its statement did not say whether its animals had been
vaccinated.

This summer, zoo animals had received an experimental
Covid vaccine made by Zoetis, a veterinary pharmaceutical
company in New Jersey.

Cases of coronavirus infections among zoo animals had
surfaced throughout the U.S., including the first two spotted
hyenas in the world who were found to have the virus,among
other animals infected at the Denver Zoo. Other reported
cases had included tigers in Omaha, Nebraska, African lions,
snow leopards, jaguars, and a tiger in St. Louis and lions in
Honolulu.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention had said
that the risk of animals spreading Covid-19 to people is
considered low, but people can also spread the virus to
them, and cases among pets and animals in zoos had been
documented around the world. The Lincoln Children’s Zoo,
conceived as a family destination where children could come
close to animals, houses over 400 animals, including more
than 40 endangered species, according to its website.
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— Snow Leopard Trust

How Bees and
Trees Protect
Snow Leopards

June 8, 2022, These bees were delivered to communities
living near snow leopard habitat as part of a new project that
will bring additional revenue sources to the local livestock
herders.Our goal is to help diversify the source of livelihoods
for people to build resilience in the face of climate change.
For many communities, this can help reduce economic
reliance on livestock and decrease pasture degradation,
addressing prominent threats to snow leopards in the Ala-
Too Mountains.

Currently, this project has two innovative initiatives co-
created with communities — planting fruit orchards and
beekeeping. We are excited to share that both are already
underway in six participating communities, including Temen-
Suu, Shamshy, Koshoi, Komsomol, Kyzyl-Dobo, and Kum-
Dobo.

These initiatives are supported in part by The United Nations
Environment Programme’s Vanishing Treasures project. The
project seeks to help us better understand the direct impacts
of climate change on snow leopards and their prey species
and foster coexistence between humans and wildlife through
community-based conservation.

Initial funding supported the delivery of plum, apple, apricot,
and black currant seedlings to allow communities to start
their orchards and fencing material to ensure the plants’
protection.

Fruit trees have already been planted across |0 hectares
in" the six participating communities. These orchards will
provide their first harvest after two to three years, but some
less tangible benefits arrived more immediately.

"Community members cooperatively plant the orchards. It
was so much work.They had to prepare the plot, remove the
rocks, and dig holes and trenches for water," Benazir notes
and further adds, "It was a wonderful communal effort that
brought together women, men, children, and the elderly.They
brought food to share during lunch and brought blankets to
relax on while they shared breaks — eating and talking. It is
heartwarming to see everyone come together like this for a
project that will ultimately benefit snow leopards and their
habitat”
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One hundred fifty honeybee hives were successfully

delivered to their new homes in the mountains of
Kyrgyzstan. Relocating the bees was a challenge. As
Benazir, our Project Assistant, shares, “The delivery process
was so nerve-wracking because we were transporting
live creatures over a long distance. Honeybee families
are supposed to be delivered at night so they can orient
themselves once they are settled.

These communities have committed to conservation. They
signed agreements that allocate 50% of generated income
from fruit sales and 20% from honey sales toward measures
that will benefit both people and wildlife, including anti-
poaching patrols, research cameras,and pasture management.

Each participating community has established an Ecological
Committee with members who will monitor the programs
and help the community decide how to allocate profits from
the sale of honey and fruits. These committees comprise
representatives from various stakeholders: local government
members, local parliamentarians, herders, students and
teachers, and Snow Leopard Foundation of Kyrgyzstan
(SLFK) officers, our country partner.

All conservation agreements developed and signed by all
parties stipulate that Ecological Committee members include
40% representation by women. In the village of Kara-Suu,
the community Beekeeping Committee is women-led, and a
majority of the participants are women. Both Snow Leopard
Trust and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) are
actively striving with our teams on the ground to ensure that
women will continue to have decision-making power within
their communities.

We look forward to the first batches of honey and fruit that
will help people in participating communities diversify their
incomes and ultimately make great strides in the protection
of snow leopards and other wildlife.
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Snow Leopard Day
Celebrated in Taplejung

The International Snow Leopard Day (October 23) has been
celebrated with a variety of activities in Nepal's eastern
region, Taplejung district. The "Community-Based Snow
Leopard Conservation Program" has been implemented
in three Rural Municipalities (RMs) in Taplejung, namely
Phaktalung, Mikhwakhola, and Sirijunga. The snow leopard
based conservation education reference book (1&2) have
been used in basic level at six schools; Ghunsa Secondary
School (SS), Sarswoti SS, Rabikala SS of Phaktalung RM,
Balden SS, Sawa SS of Mikhwakhola RM, and Sarswoti SS
of Sirijunga RM. Snow Leopard Day was celebrated at four
schools within Phaktalung and Sirijunga RMs by organizing
art, essay, poetry, and quiz contests under the Community-
Based Snow Leopard Conservation Program.

The program was organized by Himali Conservation Forum
(HCF), a leading NGO working on wildlife conservation and
sustainable livelihoods in Taplejung. HCF collaborated with
related schools to execute the activities. Teka Samuha Nepal
and Snow Leopard Conservancy technically and financially
helped to accomplish the events.

Concerned Chairpersons of Rural Municipalities, Ward
Members, Parents, and School Management Committee
Members attended the program where 99 students from
four schools took part in the activities.

"Students enthusiastically contributed to conservation
literature. The program aided in the spread of conservation
knowledge among students and parents," said HCF Director
Ramesh Rai. He goes on to say, "A student club must be
established within the school. Extracurricular activities
should be conducted, and the program would be more
effective if snow leopard-printed t-shirts, caps, bags, or
stationery were distributed.”
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Snow Leopard
Scout's Monitoring
Camp in Mustang!

A two-day "Snow leopard Scout's Monitoring Camp" was
organized at Khinga village of Bharagung Muktichhetra
Rural Municipality, Ward No. |, Mustang, on October 21-22
on the auspicious occasion of International Snow Leopard
Day, October 23.Teka Samuha Nepal conducted the camp
with the financial and technical support received from Snow
Leopard Conservancy (SLC) collaborating with Nepal's
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation
(DNPWC), Bharagung Muktichhetra Rural Municipality,
Gharapjhong Rural Municipality, National Trust for Nature
Conservation (NTNC)-Annapurna Conservation Area
Project (ACAP).

Ms. Maya Tamang, Chairperson of District Coordination
Committee, Mustang had inaugurated the camp.

Dr.Som Ale, the former regional director of SLC, introduced
the Snow Leopard Scout's Camp concept to Nepal in
2012. From 2012 to 2014, he successfully led three three-
day camps under the supervision of ACAP. Teka ran the
current camp as part of the "Community-Based Snow
Leopard Conservation Program," which is currently running
in Mustang and Taplejung districts with SLC funding and
technical assistance.

The camp had a total of 26 participants, including 12
students from Green Force Clubs, six environment teachers,
a ranger, a local citizen scientist, and members of Teka. The
participants visited the Khinga grassland (3600 m), which
was described as snow leopard habitat. The participants
were taught camera trap techniques for snow leopard
monitoring and participated in snow leopard-themed art,
poetry,and essay contests.A snow leopard scout committee
was formed at the end to get students involved in snow
leopard conservation activities.
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Community Based

Snow Leopard Conservation Program

launched in Mustang and Taplejung

A Community-Based Snow Leopard Conservation Program
has been launched in Mustang and Taplejung districts with an
aim to conserve the vulnerable snow leopard. The program
is launched by Teka Samuha Nepal with technical and
monetary support from the Snow Leopard Conservancy. In
Taplejung, the Himali Conservation Forum has assumed the
responsibility of the project’s implementation.

In Mustang’s Gharpajhong Rural Municipality, there are four
schools, namely Dhaulagiri Secondary School, Janakalyan
Secondary, Janahit Basic School, and Janawal Secondary,
while Bahragung Muktikshetra Rural Municipality has
Lupra Basic and Janashanti Basic School. Likewise, in
Taplejung’s Phakktalung Rural Municipality, there are three
schools, Ghunsa Primary, Rabikala Secondary, and Saraswati
Secondary. Mikkhwakhola Rural Municipality has Balden and
Sawa Secondary, and the Sirijangha Rural Municipality has
Saraswati Secondary School.The project is being launched in
these schools where the students will be taught using snow
leopard-related conservation education reference books.
The project organizes a Snow Leopard Scout's Monitoring
Camp and snow leopard conservation initiatives at the
schools. The program, being launched with a fund of Rs
20,24,400, will run on until the end of May 14, 2023.

The Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation
(DNPWCQC) has published two books on snow leopard
conservation, which are taught to local students. They also
participate in conservation-related extracurricular activities.

“The project helps in promoting snow leopard conservation
among the target groups in Annapurna Conservation Area
and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, which are the habitats
of snow leopard,” says Anil Adhikari, Executive Director of
Teka Samuha Nepal. This is the first initiative of its kind
where books related to the snow leopard, which is found in
12 countries, is being taught in schools around the animal’s
habitat.
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Street Drama on Snow Leopard
Conservation Staged in Mustang

A group of students, representing the Snow Leopard Scouts,
and conservation teachers staged a street play at Mustang’s
Thini village in Gharpajhong Rural Municipality-5 and Kagbeni
in Baragung Muktikshetra Rural Municipality on August 26
and 27,2022.

The group included six students and one conservation
teacher from Dhaulagiri Boarding School, Jomsom, and four
students and one teacher from Janahit Secondary School.
The staging marked the Thini Bhadra Mela (August Fair)
and the annual function of Kagbeni’s Janashanti Secondary
School, Jomsom. Bhesh Raj Bastola, a conservation teacher
from Janahit Secondary School, said the drama portrayed the
conflict between humans and snow leopard and aimed to
make the public aware of it. “This kind of program inspires
students, sends message to families and communities, and
raises awareness among the public,” Bastola said. “Dramas
like this are necessary to make people aware of snow
leopards.”

The program was organized by Mountain Spirit with financial
assistance from Snow Leopard Conservancy.Sonam Chhiring
Gurung, a Grade 7 student from Dhaulagiri Boarding School
who lives in Kagbeni, performed in a drama for the first time
in his life.“l feel that the drama has helped me explore my
creative side and made me more committed to conserving
snow leopards,” Gurung said. An audience of more than 300
local residents, officials, and students watched the play in
Thini, and a similar audience of more than 200 people were
in attendance in Kagbeni.

Subash Thakali, who has observed cultural programs and
dances every year, said he was impressed by the drama
presented this year. “It turns out the drama was related
to our society because it tried to portray the relationship
between the Thakali community and snow leopard,” he said.
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— Niraj Thakali, Jomson

Golf Match Competition Held at

Snow Leopard Habitat in Annapurna Conservation Area

A golf match competition was held at Lobthang pastureland
in Lomanthang Rural Municipality-5, Mustang on Saturday,
August 27,2022.

According to the Lomanthang Rural Municipality, a world
record has been set for conducting the highest-elevation
golf tournament at the Lobathang golf course, located at
4645 meters, which is highest in the world. Prior to this, Yak
Golf Course in India’s Sikkim located at 3970 meters was
considered the highest golf course in the world.

Mr. Indradhara Bista, a provincial assembly member from
Gandaki, said the competition was successfully organized.
“The event saw 36 competitors. We created a record
by conducting a golf competition at the world's highest
altitude.” The event won't affect the snow leopard’s habitat,
Bista added.

Eighty-one-year-old Dr. Rita Thapa inaugurated the golf
match competition. Mr. Shyam Tamang and Ms. Susma Singh
bagged the title prize under men’s and women'’s categories,
respectively, in the competition that featured nine holes.

The Lomanthang Rural Municipality had disbursed a budget
of Rs one million in the fiscal year 2079/80 to conduct the
high-altitude golf competition, aiming to promote sports
tourism in Upper Mustang.
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“A technical team had monitored the site for the golf event
in Lobathang last year;” Mr Tashi Narbu Gurung, chairman of
the rural municipality, said, “The tournament was held after
the team finalized the location to attract tourists.”

Mr. Prem Prasad Tulachan, former member of Parliament,
said the golf course has opened new avenues for Mustang’s
sports and tourism sectors.

To get to the site,a motorable road extension has been built.
A 3-km wide grassland has been turned into a golf course.
Provincial Assembly member Bista said that the course
was set up with the NRs. | million budgets disbursed by
the Gandaki provincial government under the infrastructure
development program. The golf course features structures
from T Box, fairway and green, and T Box for front line and
back line.The site is located 12 km from Lomanthang, which
is a 30-minute-long drive. Lobathang lies on a course to West
Dolpa from Lomanthang bazar.

It is understood that after the competition, the golf course
will be left at its natural condition until the next event. The
grassland is a grazing site for wild animals like blue sheep, the
primary natural prey of snow leopard, and domestic goats,
horses, and yaks.
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Sana Noor Haq

Snow Leopard Dies

at llinois' Zoo
after Contracting Covid-19

Rilu the snow leopard at Miller Park Zoo, in
Bloomington, lllinois. (CNN)

January 8, 2022, A snow leopard has died after contracting
Covid-19 at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington, lllinois".

Rilu, an I l-year-old snow leopard, struggled with Covid-19
induced pneumonia before death, according to a post on the
Miller Park Zoo verified Instagram account.

"Rilu arrived at the Miller Park Zoo in 2011 from the
Oklahoma City Zoo," the post said. "During his time here,
he produced seven living offspring that are now part of the
Species Survival Plan (SSP)."

"He made the Miller Park Zoo one of the leading institutions
in the world in producing snow leopard cubs."

"Rilu's personality and beauty will be missed by guests and
staff, but he will not be forgotten."

Wildlife photographer Joel Sartore who captured Rilu
on film, paid tribute to the snow leopard in his instagram
account. "We are very sad to share the news that Rilu, an
| I-year-old snow leopard @millerparkzoo, has died from
COVID complications," Sartore said.

"Snow leopards are proving extremely susceptible to
the disease, and it's often fatal. If you haven't received a
vaccination and booster yet, please do so. It's more than just
human lives that are at stake.Thank you,” he further says.

Cases of zoo animals infected with Covid-19 have been
previously reported.In December, two hippos tested positive
for Covid-19 at a zoo in Antwerp, Belgium. A month earlier,
three snow leopards died at the Lincoln Children's Zoo in
Nebraska, due to Covid- 19 related complications.

"I love that the legacy of Rilu will live on in the Photo Ark, a
National Geographic Project. Rilu will engage and astonish
the world for many years to come," says Jay Tetzloff, zoo
superintendent at Miller Park Zoo.

“Snow leopards in the Species Survival Plan® (SSP) serve
as ambassadors for their wild cousins, contributing to the
overall conservation of the species through the breeding
program and insuring a healthy ex situ population of the cats.
Snow leopards in the SSP contribute to important research
initiatives that help improve the understanding of snow
leopard behavior and physiology and through educational
initiatives that engages the greater global audience in
their conservation.” Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson, Snow Leopard
Conservancy.
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Snow Leopard
Population Exceeds 100 in
Mt. Qomolangma Reserve

LHASA, May 21,2022 (Xinhua) -- It has been estimated that
there are 106 to |14 snow leopards in the Qomolangma
National Nature Reserve.

According to researchers, the potential habitat suitable
for snow leopards totals about I1,100 square km or 32.9
percent of the entire nature reserve in southwest China.

To date, 3,000 square km of snow leopard habitat has been
monitored, accounting for 8.9 percent of the reserve.

The monitoring is part of a snow leopard protection program
in the Mount Qomolangma area that was jointly initiated by
the Vanke Foundation and the forestry departments of the
Tibet Autonomous Region in 2013.

By 2021, the foundation had donated || million yuan (1.63
million U.S. dollars), and a snow leopard protection network
was set up in the Mount Qomolangma area, according to
the reserve.

Snow leopards are under China's highest national-level
protection and are listed as Vulnerable by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Known as the
"King of snow mountains," they are usually found at an
altitude of 3,000 to 5,000 meters.

The Qomolangma National Nature Reserve is located on
the China-Nepal border with Mount Qomolangma, the
world's highest peak at a height of 8,848.86 meters, at its
core. Mt. Everest is known in Tibetan as Qumolangma.
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Snow Leopard Award 202!

Goes to BWCDO
_. . /NABU

. Bundesgeschaftsstelle
i

BWCDO builds snow leopard-proof corrals to protect livestock
and prevent human-wildlife conflicts. - photo: BWCDO

Pakistani NGO awarded for its commitment and success in
snow leopard conservation.

Thanks to the Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and
Development  Organization, human-wildlife  conflicts
decreased, and the snow leopard population stabilized in
northern Pakistan. The NABU (Nature And Biodiversity
Conservation Union) Snow Leopard Award 2021 goes to
the members of the NGO.Well deserved!

May 31,2022 - On silent paws, well camouflaged and rarely
seen — revered "spirit of the mountains" faces the threat of
extinction: As of today, only a few thousand snow leopards
remain roaming the Asian high mountains. Retaliatory killing,
poaching, and habitat loss threaten their existence. But
there is still hope: In Gilgit-Baltistan, where 80 percent of
Pakistan's snow leopards live, the population of the rare big
cats is gradually stabilizing. Over 90 snow leopards are now
estimated to live in the region. This success is largely due
to the commitment, dedication, and efforts of the Baltistan
Wildlife Conservation and Development Organization
(BWCDO), the winner of the NABU Snow Leopard Award
2021.

To protect snow leopards and human livelihoods
simultaneously, BWCDO is pursuing an innovative
two-fold strategy: snow leopard-proof corrals and financial
assistance to offset depredation losses, with the support
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of Snow Leopard Conservancy.
For the protection of livestock
grazing animals, its team supports
the building of secure corrals that
prevent snow leopards from preying
on livestock. So far, nine predator-
proof corrals have been built, and
more are planned.At the same time,
NABU and BWCDO work together
to provide financial compensation
for local livestock owners when
animal losses occur during grazing
activities. This combination of
protection and compensation has
helped to reduce hostility toward
snow leopards and prevent killings
of the rare big cat.

NABU has been working with
BWCDO for the conservation
of snow leopards and supports
BWCDO with their sustainability
initiatives, such as introducing eco-friendly bags in Gilgit-
Baltistan. BWCDO not only focuses on protecting snow
leopards but also on providing quality education in remote
areas of Northern Pakistan, established through its sister
organization Iqra Fund. The educational campaign aims at
raising awareness for environmental protection in Pakistan,
thus creating a safe haven for the endangered snow leopards.

Due to Covid restrictions,the Snow Leopard Award 202 | was
presented to BWCDO only. The award was ceremoniously
handed over to Ghulam Mohammad, representative of
BWCDO,during his official visit to NABU in Germany.During
his stay, he also met Jorg-Andreas Kriiger, NABU President,
and Thomas Tennhardt, NABU Director International, to
exchange information about snow leopard conservation
in Pakistan. For the first time, the award was presented
to Pakistan, and its due credit goes to BWCDO’s team in
Skardu which relentlessly worked for the conservation of the
majestic snow leopards.For its outstanding work, the Pakistani
NGO furthermore received international recognition by the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and was
awarded with the Equator Prize 2017. BWCDO is led by
Dr. Shafqat Hussain, Rolex Award Laureate, and managed
by Ghulam Mohammad, CEO of BWCDO. We congratulate
and thank the team of Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and
Development Organization for its passionate commitment
to protect Snow leopards and their habitat!
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- Marcia Sivek

More than 40 years ago, Rodney Jackson, founder of the
Snow Leopard Conservancy, embarked on a life devoted
to snow leopard conservation. He was a pioneer in this
endeavor by launching the first radio-collar study in Nepal in
the 1980s.When sedating and collaring the first of five snow
leopards, he recalls a spiritual moment,“l sank my fingers deep
into his fur and took a precious moment to acknowledge
his wildness and my responsibility for his welfare.” (p. xii)
Although a pioneer in snow leopard conservation, during his
many treks and thousands of hours in the field exploring
snow leopard country, he has seen wild snow leopards fewer
than 40 times. These cats of the high mountains of Central
Asia are elusive and mysterious and live in an environment
not made for humans.

Luckily, Searching for the Snow Leopard: Guardian of the High
Mountains brings all humans closer to experiencing this big
cat: connecting us to its power, struggle for survival, and
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Summary:
Men and women from across the globe who

have spent countless hours in the cold, snow,
and unfamiliar environments have shared stories
of their search for the elusive and mysterious
snow leopard.

the coexistence with people. The book is filled with many
beautiful photographs, all manually taken in the wild. None
were taken by trail cameras or drones, and none have been
altered. In this way, the reader has the opportunity to see
the snow leopard in its natural habitat as it appeared to the
photographer and share in the experience.

This is far from being just a coffee table book however. It
is also a collection of stories from men and women with a
variety of backgrounds from all over the world who were
able to make the trek to see the snow leopard. So, while
immersing yourself in the magnificent images, take the time
to read their personal stories because they offer hope and
inspiration.

"For those who go in search of the snow leopard, the
expedition may hold unexpected discoveries. Though their
goal is to observe and photograph one of the most elusive
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SEARCHING FOR THE
SNOW LEOPARD

Guardian of the High Mountains

Photo :Jak Wonderly

predators on the planet, they may also witness a magical
transformation of the stark frigid landscape to one of true
beauty and experience the interconnectedness of nature and
the human spirit."(p. 16)

To really understand the true nature of the snow leopards,
one must consider the human element and what it means
to those people living as their neighbors. This book does
begin such a conversation. “Over the centuries, the snow
leopard has become part of local culture and traditions
and has been elevated to the position of a ‘sacred species’
This elusive cat is considered by indigenous wisdom to
be ‘a protector of sacred mountains, a unifying force and
a source of spiritual power and wisdom.” (p. 1) As much
as indigenous people want to uphold the cat as a sacred
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Edited by
SHAVAUN MARA KIDD
with BJORN PERSSON

Foreword by RODNEY JACKSON

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SNOw LEOPARD CONSERVANCY

species, there are challenges. Predation of livestock by snow
leopards is a threat to the livelihood of the local people and
often causes retaliatory killings. The last story in the book
and the accompanying images by photographer Jak Wonderly
demonstrate this conflict yet offer hope by showing that
people and wildlife can coexist.

This book brings home the message loud and clear that
when saving an apex predator such as the snow leopard
from extinction, we are also saving people and preserving
traditional cultures that connect people to the natural world.
As the editors state, “...we must do whatever we can to
protect the snow leopard not only because its presence
ensures the stability of the high mountain ecosystem, but
also because this mysterious cat in some way provides hope
for humanity.When we save the snow leopard, we're not just
saving a species from extinction, we are saving ourselves.”

(. 127)

Citation: Shavaun Mara Kidd and Bjorn Persson, Searching for the
Snow Leopard, Guardian of the High Mountains, (New York: Arcade
Publishing, 2020)

(Marcia Sivek is the creator and host of BeProvided Conservation Radio,
a podcast in its fifth season which showcases people who love our wild
world.)
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Wildlife Conservation Nepal

(WCN)

Wildlife Conservation Nepal (WCN) is a nongovernmental
organization. It was founded in 2002 with the goal of
preserving natural heritage and disseminating knowledge
on environmental and wildlife conservation. WCN assists
government agencies in protecting wildlife outside the
protected areas, assists in the conservation development
process, and carries out impact analysis studies on natural
resources and ecological regions through its expert staff.
Its primary aim is to assist biodiversity conservation by
promoting, advocating, raising awareness, and conserving
natural resources through policy, research, capacity
building and impact preventing studies. Through seminars,
workshops, and trainings, WCN supports conservation
and environmental activities by bringing together many
stakeholders - judicial bodies, Nepal Administrative Staff
College, Nepal Police, line agencies, and conservation
partners — to participate in policy creation. The following
are the thematic areas WCN focused on:

1)  Wildlife Conservation and Research Program

2) Environmental Education Program

3) Climate Change and Disaster Control Action

4) Public Engagement for Greener World
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Photo Source::Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson/SLC

Photo :Anil Adhikari/TSN

Photo :Taalim Forum and Rural Development
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In August of 2022, “the Taalim Forum and Rural Development Fund

held an ethno-ecological “Nomad Kids’ Camp” for schoolchildren and
teachers in the village of Shabdan in the Chuysk region of Kyrgyzstan.

Executive Officer of Snow Leopard Conservancy Ms Ashleigh Lutz-
Nelson was welcomed by the Chairman of Narphabhumi Rural
Municipality, Manang in 2022.

Students from Sawa Secondary School, Taplejung are learning use of
Fox Light during the snow leopard nature tour program in
March 202 3 at Okhatar grassland. .

Photo : TSN

Participants of snow leopard conservation planning and monitoring
workshop held in Kathmandu in August 2022 organized by Teka
Samuha Nepal/Snow Leopard Conservancy.

Photo Source :Ashleigh Lutz- Nelson/SLC

i W w
Participants of One Health Veterinary Workshop at NarpaBhumi
Gaunpalika Manang, Nepal in 2022.

1
Photo :Anil Adhikari/TSN
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Group of students and teachers from Balden Secondary School,
Taplejung during the Snow Leopard Nature Tour organized by Himali
Conservation Forum in collaboration with Teka Samuha Nepal and
Snow Leopard Conservancy in March 2023.



participants posed for photos.

After conducting the wildlife week activities at Lupra, Mustang, in April 2023,

the session.

serving

itoring camp at Bhaprasa, Mustang, Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah trained local green force club members about
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS WE CAN TAKE
» Report poaching to the concerned authorities.
» Protect snow leopard habitats and their prey species.

» Take measures to minimize loss of livestock to snow leopard: for example, guard livestock CAREFULLY,
avoid leaving animals to graze near cliffs or in very broken terrain AND KEEP THEM IN THE PREDATOR-PROOF CORRALS.

» Spread wildlife conservation awareness among local people and tourists.

BECOME A STEWARD FOR NATURE BY ENCOURAGING YOUR COMMUNITY TO CO-EXIST WITH THE ENDANGERED
SNOW LEOPARD BY TAKING THE ABOVE ACTIONS.

BY ENSURING SNOW LEOPARDS CAN FIND SUFFICIENT WILD PREY FOR FOOD, AND SO THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE TO
RELY UPON DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK FOR THEIR SURVIVAL.

Snow leopards and other wildlife are like a necklace of jewels around our mountains!
Do you know these facts?

» Snow leopard is listed as vulnerable species in the IUCN's red data book and also included in the
Appendix-1 of the CITES.

» Snow leopard serves as an indicator for environmental health of the high mountain ecosystem.

« Like humans and all animals, snow leopards require food, shelter and security from enemies.

» Snow leopard presence in Nepal and the Himalayas can be compared with the importance of lions to
African countries or the white giant Panda to China.

o Snow leopard is part of natural heritage and is unique and valuable to the area.




