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Story

     – Karan Bahadur Shah

MEMOIR

A Radio-Collared Snow Leopard 
when Trapped for the Second Time
It was around 6:30 in the morning of January 11, 1983. I was 
sleeping in my tent and I was about to wake up. I sensed 
a presence outside my tent. I mistakenly believed that 
Karma would bring tea as always and greet me with “Goor 
marrning (for good morning),” but it was our team leader 
Rodney (Jackson), who arrived and said, “Good morning 
Karan.” I thought something had happened and replied, 
“Good morning Rod” and opened the tent entrance. He 
continued, “the snow leopard that we left with a radio collar 
was again trapped” all in one breath. 

I stepped out of my tent, and Rodney said, “Very beautiful 
cat,” pointing towards the spotting scope. Looking through 
the spotting scope kept on the stand nearby, I saw a medium-
sized snow leopard with one of its legs caught in a trap, 
pulling its leg towards itself and looking at us occasionally. 

Between our camp and the place where the snow leopard 
was trapped was the Langu Karnali River fl owing from Dolpa. 
The river's water level was very low due to the winter, 
and the riverbanks appeared white due to snow cover. We 
went to get the medication and other supplies needed to 
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immobilize the trapped snow leopard. We discussed that 
this time I would inject the snow leopard with an anesthetic, 
and Rodney would photograph the scene. The reason 
behind this was the commotion that made it impossible to 
capture high quality photographs of the snow leopard, which 
had previously been trapped. By providing photographs 
to organizations like National Geographic Society, which 
funded our project, we were also able to demonstrate our 
success in our pursuit of snow leopard research. 

We were getting ready to move after gathering all the 
necessary supplies. However, the local helpers of our camp, 
Sonam and Karma, did not bring our breakfast “porridge and 
tea” as instructed by Rodney. As it took more time than 
expected, I went to the kitchen area to see what the matter 
was and saw that the boys were still rolling small size bread. 
I said in a loud voice, “what are you doing; it’s already late.” 
They replied, “We are making Puri sir.” I understood, when 
Rodney said porridge, which we used to boil in water or 
milk to make it like pudding, doesn’t take much time to 
make, but they had been thinking of Puri and were kneading 
the dough to roll for Puri. We stopped them and had biscuits 
and tea for breakfast and went from the camp.

We had to cross Langu Karnali to go to the location where 
the snow leopard was trapped. We had made a bridge out of 
wood for this, but due to the accumulation of snow on the 
bridge, it was quite slick. The fi rst task was to clear the snow. 
Then Sonam and Karma took the supplies across and fi nally 
took us across by holding our hands.

About 100 meters ahead of the snow leopard spot, we 
sat on a rock and discussed everybody’s task and what we 
would do next. We also assigned Sonam and Karma the 
responsibility for the tasks they could do. I attached an 
injection in the tip of the jabstick (an almost 1.5 meters-long 
stick of a local plant) and put 3cc of the wildlife  tranquillizer 
“Ketaset” inside. We then moved cautiously in the direction 
of the snow leopard trap. 

When we got around 10 meters close to the snow leopard, 
we saw the claws of its front left leg fell into the shrinking 
dice made of strong string. Suddenly, seeing our presence, it 
started to jump by pulling the string with its trapped leg. As 
we talked, Rodney began taking photos as he moved closer 
to the snow leopard's head. Seeing Rodney nearby, the snow 
leopard started breathing heavily. It had expanded its body, 
making itself look huge. If the snow leopard freed itself by 
cutting off the string, I was terrifi ed it would attack me. I 
thought this was my chance and slowly moved toward it 
from the back and jabbed the tranquillizer on its right thigh. 

I was just about to take out the syringe  with the help of 
the jabstick, when the snow leopard turned toward me and 

whacked the jabstick with its front paw. Rodney and I could 
not decide whether the medicine was able to enter the 
leopard’s body. However, I felt the medicine had not  entered 
its body completely. 

We decided to go a little further being off sight of the snow 
leopard and wait for fi ve minutes. We were constantly 
looking at the snow leopard, and in three or four minutes, 
the tranquillizer's effect started to appear. The snow leopard 
began to stagger, and its legs became unsteady. After about 
fi ve minutes,  the snow leopard collapsed to the ground. 

We freed the unconscious snow leopard from the trap and 
took it to a plain area, carrying it by its legs and head. After 
that, without wasting a single moment, everyone started 
to do their work as we advised. As the eyes of the snow 
leopard were wide open with the effect of medicine, we 
covered them with a towel. 

One of the reasons for covering the head of an unconscious 
snow leopard is that the eyes are fully open, and the sunrays 
can have a negative effect on eyes. Another reason is the 
tranquillizer used for immobilizing the snow leopard does 
not affect the function of its eyes and ears, i.e., it can see 
and listen but cannot move its head and feet to attack and 
cannot even run away in fear. 

We measured and weighed the snow leopard, examined 
the body for any injuries, removed blood-sucking parasites 
from the abdomen and ears, and took the body temperature 
using a thermometer placed inside the anus. We carefully 
examined the radio collar around its neck, antiseptic cream 
was applied to the affected toe that had been trapped, and 
fi nally injected it with the antidote to wake it up.  

After a while, the snow leopard slowly regained 
consciousness. It started trying to get up by moving its legs, 
got up for a moment but fell down again. This was happening 
continuously as it slowly vanished from our sight. We took a 
bunch of photos of its activities until it was out of our sight. 

We shook hands and congratulated each other as we 
succeeded in getting the snow leopard out of the trap. I 
asked Rodney to throw a big party after reaching the camp; 
he replied, “Okay, no problem.” Now we had to go back 
to the camp, so we started packing our supplies. I asked 
Sonam to pass me the thermometer, to note down the 
temperature in my diary. He passed it to me, when I read the 
thermometer, I was surprised it was less than 15 degrees 
Celsius which seemed impossible. Later we found out that 
Sonam placed the thermometer along with the plastic cover 
in the anus for one or two minutes and then took it out. 
For us, a new joke was born, and we returned to our camp 
laughing.
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;g\ !(*# hgj/L !! sf] Psf laxfg )^M#) hltsf] ;do xF'bf] xf] d 
cfˆgf] 6]G6leq l:nlkª Aofudf sf]lRrPsf] lyPF / d]/f] lgb|f v'Nnf 
v'Nnf h:tf] eO/fv]sf] lyof] . TolQs}df d]/f] 6]G6sf] aflx/ 
sf]lx cfPsf] h:tf] k|ltt eof] . sdf{ laxfgsf] lrof lnP/ cfPsf] 
xf]nf / ;w}Fem}F æu'/dfl/ª ;/Æ eGnf eG7fg]sf] t xfd|f] l6d ln8/ 
/f]8\gL -HofS;g_ cfkm}F ToxfF cfP/ 7"nf] :j/df æu'8dlg{ª s/gÆ 
kf] eG5 . crfgs s'g} 36gf 3l6t ePsf] h:tf] nfUof] / d}n] klg 
æu'8dlg{ª /f8Æ eGb} cfˆgf]  6]G6sf] 9f]sf vf]n]F . p;n] Ps ;f;df 
eGof] “xfdLn] /]l8of]sn/ nufP/ 5f]8]sf] bf]>f] lxpF lrt'jf km]l/ 
kf;f]df k¥of]Æ . 

d 6]G6af6 aflx/ lg:sG5', /f]8\gLn] æe]/L Ao'l6km'n Sof6Æ EfGb} 
:kf]l6ª :sf]klt/ Ozf/f u¥of] . d}n] glhs} :6of08df /fv]sf] 
:kf]l6ª :sf]kaf6 kfl/kl§ x]bf{ Pp6f dWod ;fOhsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
Pp6f v'§f] kf;f]df k/]sf]n] Tof] v'§f cfkm"lt/ tfGb} a]nf a]nfdf jfl/ 
xfdLlt/ x]b}F u/]sf] b]v]F . 

xfd|f] SofDk / lxpF lrt'jf kf;f]df k/]sf] 7fpFsf] lardf 8f]Nkfaf6 
au]/ cfpg] nf+u' s0ff{nL gbL lyof] . lxpFb ePsf]n] gbLsf] kfgL 
lgSs} 36]sf] lyof] / b'a} lt/sf] lsgf/fnfO{ lxpFn] 9fs]sf]n] 
;]TffDd] b]lvGy] . xfdL kf;f]df k/]sf] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a]xf]; 
ug]{ cf}ifwL / cGo ;fdfgx¿ h'6fpg lt/ nfUof}F . xfd|f] of] ;Nnfx 
eof] ls o;kfnf d}n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a]xf]; ug]{ cf}ifwLsf] O+h]S;g 
nufpg] tyf /f]8\gLn] Tof] b[iosf] kmf]6f]u|fkmL ug]{ . o;f] ug'{sf] 
sf/0f s] lyof] eg] x8a8sf] sf/0f o;cl3 s'g}a]nf klg kf;f]
df k/]sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] /fd|f] kmf]6f] lng ;lsPsf] lyPg / xfd|f] 
k|f]h]S6nfO{ cfly{s ;xfotf ug]{ g];gn lhof]u|flkms ;f];fOl6 
h:tf] ;+:yfx¿nfO{ /fd|f] kmf]6f]x¿ a'emfP/ xfdLn] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
cWoog cg';Gwfgdf ;kmntf kfPsf] k|df0f lbg' klg lyof] . 

cfkm'nfO{ rflxg] hlt hDd} ;fdfgx¿ tof/ kf/]/ xfdL lxF8\g] 
t/v/ ug{ nfu]sf lyof}F . t/ xfd|f] SofDksf :yfgLo ufpFn] 
;xof]uLx¿ ;f]gfd / sdf{n] /f]8\gLn] pgnfO{ eg] cg';f/sf] 
kf]l/h / lrof cyf{t xfd|f] a|]skmf:6 NofPsf] lyPg . xfdLn] 
;f]r]sf] eGbf a9L ;do nufPsf]n] d s'/f a'‰g  cf]8f/df ePsf] 
lsr]gdf uPF / b]v]F ls s]6fx¿ t cem} ;fgf] cfsf/sf] /f]6L a]Nb} 
/x]5g\ Û d}n] rsf]{ :j/df æof] s] ug{ nfu]sf], w]/} l9nf eO;Sof]
eGbf æk'/L ksfpg nfu]sf] ;faÆ kf] eG5g\ Û d}n] s'/f] a'lem
xfn]F, /f]8\gLn] ækf]l/hÆ eg]sf] lyof] h'g tof/L cj:yfdf xfdL;Fu 

ePsfn] To;nfO{ kfgL / b'wdf pdfn]/ lv/ h:t} agfpg kYof]{ / 
of] agfpg vf;} ;do nfUb}g lyof], t/ pgLx¿n] æk'/LÆ ;Dem]/ 
lk7f] d'5]/ k'/L a]Ng kf] nfu]sf /x]5g\ Û k'/L ksfpg] sfo{nfO{ To;} 
yflt /fv]/ xfdLn] la:s'6 / lrof vfof}F / SofDkaf6 lx8\of}F . 

kfl/kl§ lxpF lrt'jf kf;f]df k/]sf] 7fpFdf hfgsf] nflu nf+u' 
s0f{nfLnfO{ kf/ ug'{kg]{ lyof] . o; sfo{sf] nflu xfdLn] sf7sf] 
k|of]u u/]/ ;fF3' agfPsf lyof}F t/ ;fF3' dfly lxpF hDdf ePsfn] 
w]/} lrKnf] ePsf] lyof] To; sf/0f ;j{ k|yd Tof] lxpFnfO{ ;kmf 

     – s/g axfb'/ zfx

/]l8of]sn/ nufPsf] lxp“ lrt'jf 
ha bf]>f] k6s kf;f]df k¥of]

;+:d/0f
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ug]{ sfd ul/of] . To;kl5 ;f]gfd / sdf{n] ;fdfgx¿nfO{ kfl/
kl§ k'¥ofP / cGtdf xfdLnfO{  xft ;dft]/ kfl/kl§ k'¥ofP . 

lxpF lrt'jf ePsf] 7fpFeGbf cGbflh !)) ld6/ cufj} xfdLn] 9'+ufdf 
a;]/ ca o; kl5 s;n] s] ug]{ eg]/ 5nkmn u¥of}F . xfdL;Fu} 
ePsf] ;f]gfd / sdf{nfO{ klg pgLx¿n] ug{ ;Sg] sfdsf] af/]df 
atfP/ plrt lhDd]jf/L lbof}F . d}n] Hofali6s -3+3f¿sf] cGbfhL 8]9 
ld6/ nfdf] 58L_ sf] 6'Kkf]df O+h]S;g lkm6 u/]/ To; O+h]S;gdf 
æs]6f;]6Æ elgg] jGohGt' a]xf]; u/fpg] cf}ifwL #=) ld=ln= e/]/ 
/fv]+ . To;kl5 la:tf/} lxF8\b} xfdL kf;f]df k/]sf] lxpF lrt'jf ePlt/ 
cufl8 a9\of}F . 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] !) ld6/ hlt glhs hfFbf p;sf] cl3lNt/ 
afofF v'§fsf] k+hf alnof] tf/af6 ag]sf] ;'ls{g] kf;f]df k/]sf] 
b]lvof] . crfgs pm xfd|f] pkl:ylt b]v]/ kf;f]df k/]sf] v'§fn] 
kf;f]sf] tf/nfO{ tfGb} hf]/—hf]/n] plk|mg nfUof] . xfdLn] Pscfk;df 
s'/f u/]kl5 /f]8\gL Sofd]/f ;f]‰ofpFb} la:tf/} Tof] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
6fpsf]lt/af6 glhs uP/ kmf]6f]x¿ lvRg yfNof] . lrt'jf /f]8\gLnfO{ 
cfkm" glhs} b]v]/ hf]/n] :ofF—:ofF ug{ yfNof] . p;n] cfˆgf] lhpnfO{ 
km'nfP/ 7"nf] kf/]sf] lyof] . syd\ sbflrt lxpF lrt'jfsf] v'§f] tf/n] 
sfl§P/ jf tf/ r'F8flnP/ d dfly g} ;f]em} hfO{ nfUg] xf] ls eGg] 
;f]rfO{ klg gcfPsf] xf]Og, To:tf] ;f]r]/ cln 8/ klg nflu/x]sf] 
lyof] . oxL xf] df}sf h:tf] nfu]/ d lxpF lrt'jfsf] kl5lNt/af6 
cufl8 a9]/ p;sf] glhs k'u] / cfˆgf] xftdf ePsf] Hofafl:6ssf] 
6'Kkf]df lkm6 ul/Psf] cf}ifwL /flvPsf] O+h]S;g lxpF lrt'jfsf] bflxg] 
lkmnfdf /f]lk lbPF . 

d}n] Hofal:6ssf] ;xfotfn] O+h]S;g 3f]r]sf] dfq s] lyPF ;f] 
lxpF lrt'jfn] dlt/} kmls{P/ cfˆgf] cufl8sf] v'§fsf] k+hfn] 
d}n] ;dft]sf] Hofal:6sdf hf]/n] lxsf{of], kmn:j¿k d}n] tfg]/ 
lgsfNg' EfGbf cl3 g} p;sf] lkmnfdf 3;]sf] O+h]S;g cfkm}F aflx/ 
lgl:sof] of] s'/f olt l56f] eof] ls nuftf/ :jrflnt Sofd]/f 
k|of]u u/]/ kmf]6f] lnO/x]sf] /f]8\gL / d}n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] z/L/ leq 
cf}ifwLn] k|j]z ug{ kfof] ls kfPg eGg] s'/f] /fd|f];Fu 7Dofpg 
;s]gf}F . t} klg dnfO{ stf g stf cf}ifwL p;sf] z/L/ leq k"0f{ 
¿kdf k|j]z u/]sf] h:tf] nflu/x]sf] lyof] . 

xfdLn] cln k/ uP/ lxpF lrt'jfn] xfdLnfO{ gb]Vg] ul/ kfFr ldg6 
hlt s'/]/ x]g]{ ljrf/ u¥of}F . xfdL lxpF lrt'jflt/ g} nuftf/ 

x]l//x]sf lyof}F, geGb} tLg rf/ ldg6kl5 lxpF lrt'jfn] cf}ifwLn] 
c;/ u/]sf] nIf0f b]vfpg yfNof] . pm n8v8fpg yfNof], p;sf 
v'§fx¿ c;Gt'lnt x'g yfn] . kfFr ldg6 laTg} nfUbf lxpF lrt'jf 
hldgdf nl8;s]sf] lyof] . 

xfdL l56f] a]xf]z ePsf] lxpF lrt'jflg/ uP/ p;nfO{ kf;f]af6 
lgsfNof}F / p;sf] v'§f, 6fpsf] ;dft]/ af]Sb} !% ld6/ hlt k/ 
nu]/ hldgdf /fVof}F h'g v'nf / ;dtn lyof] . To;kl5 Ps 
l5g klg v]/ gkmflnsg cl3 xfdLn] ;Nnfx u/] cg';f/ ;a}hgf 
cfˆgf] sfo{ ug{lt/ nfUof}F . lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfFvf gv'lDrg] u/L 
cf}ifwLsf] c;/sf] sf/0fn] k"/f v'n]sf]n], Pp6f tf}lnofn] cfFvf
;d]t 5f]lkg] u/]/ 6fpsf]nfO{ 5f]Kof}F . 

o;/L a]xf]; ePsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 6fpsf] 5f]Kg'kg]{ sf/0f Pp6f 
t cfFvf k'/f v'n]sf] x'Fbf rsf]{ 3fdn] cfFvfnfO{ g/fd|f] c;/ ug{ 
;S5 eg] csf]{ s'/f] of] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a]xf]; kfg{ k|of]u ul/Psf] 
cf}ifwLsf] k|efj o:tf] x'G5 ls lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfFvf / sfgn] cfˆgf] 
ug]{ sfd k"0f{¿kdf ul//x]sf x'G5g\ t/ p;n] v'§f, 6fpsf] rnfP/ 
s'g} k|ltlqmof b]vfpg ;Sb}g . cyf{t p;n] ToxfF ePsf] dflg;nfO{ 
b]V5, p;n] af]n]sf] ;'G5 t/ p;n] v'§f, 6fpsf] rnfP/ plgx¿nfO{ 
cfqmd0f ug{ ;Sb}g, cfkm" 8/fP/ efUg klg ;Sb}g . 

xfdLn] lxpF lrt'jfsf] z/L/sf] gfk / tf}n lnof}F, z/L/df s'g} 
rf]6k6s nfu]sf] 5 ls eg]/ k"/} hfFr u¥of}+, k]6lt/ / sfgdf 
kfOPsf /ut r':g] k/hLlj lsgf{x¿sf] ;+sng u¥of}F, dnåf/ 
leq ydf]{ld6/ /fv]/ p;sf] z/L/sf] tfkqmd lnof}F, p;sf] 3fF6Ldf 
nufP/ 5f8]sf] /]l8of] sn/ -/]l8of] 6«fG;ld6/ ;lxtsf]_ nfO{ 
/fd|f];Fu r]s u¥of}F, kf;f]df k/]sf] v'§fsf] k+hfdf Pl06;]lK6s lqmd 
nufP/ cGtdf xf];df Nofpg] cf}ifwLsf] O+h]S;g lbof}F . 

Psl5g kl5 lxpF lrt'jf la:tf/} xf];df cfO/x]sf] nIf0f b]vfpg 
yfNof] . pm v'§f rnfP/ p7\g] sf]l;z ug{ yfNof], Psl5gsf] 
nflu p7\of] t/ km]l/ Tolxg]/ 9Nof] . km]l/ p7\of], km]l/ n8\of] . 
Pjd\l/tn] n8\b} lxF8\b} u/]/ xfd|f] cfFvfaf6 pm cf]em]n eof] . xfdLn] 
p;sf] pk/f]Qm ultljlwsf] pm cfFvfaf6 gx/fpGh]n;Dd y'k|f] 
kmf]6f]x¿ lnof}F . 

lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ kf;f]af6 lgsfNg] sfo{df k"0f{ ;kmntf k|fKt ePsf]n] 
xfdLn] Ps csf]{nfO{ xft ldnfpFb} awfO{ lbof}F . d}n] /f]8\gLnfO{ ca 
SofDkdf k'u]kl5 7"nf] kfl6{ lbg'k5{ eg]F, p;n] æcf]s], gf] k|f]andÆ 
eGof] . ca SofDkdf kms{g' kg]{ ePsf]n] ;fdfgx¿ Kofls+u 
ug{ yfNof}F . d}n] cfˆgf] 8fo/Ldf gf]6 ug{ ;f]gfdaf6 ydf]{ld6/ 
dfFu], p;n] g} lxpF lrt'jfsf] dnåf/df /fv]/ cl3 tfkqmd lnPsf] 
lyof] . cfˆgf] xftdf ydf]{ld6/ lnP/ o;f] p;sf] l/l8ª x]5'{ t 
cRfDd nfUof], sf/0f p;n] !% l8lu| ;]lN;o; eGbf sd b]vfO
/x]sf] lyof], h'g c;Dej lyof] . kl5 a'‰b} hfFbf yfxf eof] 
;f]gfdn] t Tof] ydf]{ld6/nfO{ aflx/L Knfl:6ssf] vf]n ;lxt 
dnåf/df Ps b'O{ ldg]6 /fv]/ aflx/ lgsfn]sf] /x]5 . xfd|f] nflu 
Pp6f gofF hf]sn] hGd lnPsf]n] xfdL dl/ dl/sg xfF:b} SofDkdf 
kmls{of}F . 

Photo : Darla Hillard
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I was curious to know that the numbers of blue sheep  
plummeted dramatically by two-fold (from 2002 individuals 
down to 1290) between 2016 and 2021, while numbers of 
Himalayan tahr almost doubled from 388 to 744 during fi ve 
years in Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve (DHR). Surprisingly, 
the population of blue sheep decreased by 100% whereas 
Himalayan tahr’s population increased by 100%. I was 
concerned because the continued trophy hunting practices 
that the Nepalese government has long permitted in DHR 
may have an impact on the populations of blue sheep  and 
Himalayan tahr.

Such drastic alterations happen in the population of 
mountain ungulates if there were extensive natural disasters 
or massive anthropogenic disturbances. Otherwise, in 
normal circumstances, the population remains stable. A 
similar conclusion was also drawn by Prof. Per Wegge, who 
carried out the fi rst extensive research on the demographic 
structure of blue sheep  in the DHR. This paper is based 
on review of previous literature, published and unpublished 
reports and data, including discussion with park offi cials. Is 
it possible to hunt these ungulates sustainably in DHR if 
the population of blue sheep  and Himalayan tahr shows 
this type of fl uctuation?  What are the main causes of this 
dramatic fl uctuation in the population of these ungulates? 
As these ungulates inhabit the remote areas, conducting 
an effective fi eld survey requires a substantial budget 

Could Extant Policies and Practices in the 
Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve 
Make Trophy Hunting Sustainable in the Long Run? 

for organized camping, standard equipment, standard 
methodology, seasonal and durational uniformity. Similarly, 
skill and knowledge of surveyors, extensive and intensive 
knowledge and experiences in geography and map reading 
skills of surveyors, and most importantly the motivation and 
patience with nature is needed. Are these wide variances 
in the population of ungulates during past surveys the 
consequences of lacking factors? The snow leopard occurs 
here, and its main prey species are these ungulates. Is it an 
impact of heavy predation in the area? Is this the result of 
the park-people confl icts?  These are important questions to 
be answered in order to run trophy hunting in a sustainable 
manner.  

With a technical report and trophy hunting plan prepared 
by Prof. Per Wegge (1979) after two years of study, the then 
His Majesty Government of Nepal during Panchyat era 
established the DHR in 1983 and gazetted it in 1987 and 
legally introduced the program of trophy hunting. It is the 
only trophy hunting reserve in the country and spreads over 
1325 km2 in the periphery of Baglung, Rukum and Myagdi 
districts of west Nepal. The objective of this hunting reserve 
was to allow sports hunting of blue sheep, Himalayan tahr, 
wild boar, barking deer, etc., based on guidelines and protocol 
prepared by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) to preserve the high-altitude ecosystem of 
western Nepal. 

     – Kamal Thapa
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According to IUCN’ hunting criteria: 
a)  Based on calculation of trophy-aged males that can be 

harvested sustainably with at least two seasons during 
winter (mating period) and subsequently in spring season 
(after winter) details surveys on targeted wild species, 

b)  The number of trophy animal hunting permits applied in any 
single year should not exceed 2% of total population and 
25% of total trophy-sized animals available, 

c)  1:0.6 (60 male per 100 female) sex ratio in a population 
should also be given due consideration while allocating 
harvesting quotas to ensure population viability, fertility, and 
mortality rate, 

d)  Predator-prey analysis for maintaining ecosystem balance. 

Since then, blue sheep, Himalayan tahr, and other 
complimentary wild animals have been hunted by foreigners 
in the DHR under the provision of National Parks and 
Wildlife Conservation Act (NPWC Act, 1973 fourth 
amendment 1992). 

Ironically, the submitted management plan of hunting reserve 
by Wegge (1979) was silent about prey-predator relationships 
and future consequences of the action in ecosystem level. 

For example, snow leopard is listed as vulnerable (IUCN 
2018), and in Nepal, snow leopard is listed as a protected 
mammal (NPWC Act, 1973). However, in DHR, there 
has been no plan regarding the impact of hunting of blue 
sheep  and Himalayan tahr developed for snow leopard 
conservation. Jackson and Ahlborn (1989) hypothesized that 
an adult snow leopard requires 20 to 30 blue sheep  annually, 
for which a population viability of 150 to 250 individuals of 
mountain ungulates is required (possibly less in areas, where 
other prey species easily available). 

Under this assumption and current estimated population 
(2021) in DHR of mountain ungulates (blue sheep =1290 and 
Himalayan tahr: 744), the DHR can sustain 8 to 10 individuals 
of snow leopards. The population data of mountain 
ungulates in the reports by Per Wegge (1979) appear to be 
in accordance with IUCN’s guidelines and standards, but 
subsequent studies are conducted only once every fi ve years. 

It is mandatory to conduct the two seasonal surveys, one in 
winter and subsequently in the spring season prior to fi xing 
the quota for trophy hunting.  

If we assume that the given demographic structure of blue 
sheep  data are reliable in DHR, it is surprising that those 
data indicate unstable populations in DHR. For instance, 
various studies estimated the population of blue sheep  such 
as Wegge (1979=  575 to 530), Wilson (1981= 800 to 900) 
and based on the subsequent studies  (Bajimaya et al. 1991: 
1346 individuals; Karki and Thapa 2007: 852; DHR 2011: 
1648; DHR 2016: 2202; DHR 2021:1290). There seems to 
be a lot of fl uctuation in the population data of blue sheep  
as mentioned above. But according to Wegge (1979), the 
population of blue sheep and Himalayan tahr should be stable, 
and the reasons behind this instability are not clear. The 
reasons behind this could be lack of budget, inconsistency of 
methodology and season, limited duration, unstandardized 
equipment, variability of skills and experiences of surveyors, 
lack of knowledge on map reading and geography, and more 
importantly, the carelessness towards nature.  

Likewise, if we compare the data with Wegge (1971) and 
(Wilson 1981), current estimated birth  rate of blue sheep  
based on statistics indicates that it has dropped signifi cantly.  
Wilson (1981) estimated the birth rate of blue sheep  in the 
autumn season was 83 young per 100 female, which dropped 
to 73 young per 100 female in the spring season in the year 
1980. But currently, the birth-rate of blue sheep  seems to 
have dropped signifi cantly. For instance, as mentioned in 
reports, the birth rate of blue sheep  out of 100 females 
is 13 (Karki and Thapa 2008), 22 (Kandel, 2011), 12 (DHR, 
2016) and 37 (DHR, 2021). If this birth rate is considered 
reliable, then it suggests a huge decline in the number of 
ungulates in DHR. And if the data of this low birth rate 
is analysed from the conservation science point of view, 
hunting cannot be recommended. In ungulates, if the ratio of 
young is higher than 0.7, it indicates an increasing population, 
between 0.5 to 0.7 young indicates a stable population, and 
less than 0.5 young indicates a decreasing population in any 
given location. The dramatically low recruitment rate in DHR 
population is clearly indicative of decreasing trends. If this 
theory is accepted, the number of blue sheep  will decrease 
alarmingly in the near future, indicating a negative impact in 
the ecosystem of DHR.

In summary, there needs to be a revision of extant policy, 
programs, and practice, applying the reliable scientifi c 
methodology and ensuring fair benefi t sharing to local 
people that would balance the ecosystem as well as social 
harmony in DHR. There is no doubt that such actions would 
minimize the park-people confl icts, and such a plan would 
be replicable in other appropriate locations of Nepal and 
elsewhere.   

(Note: The author's views are his own. The citations of blue sheep  and 
Himalayan tahr have been taken from the source of Department of National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation-Editors)
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s] 9f]/kf6g lzsf/ cf/Ifdf
xfnsf gLlt tyf cEof;x¿n] lzsf/ of]hgf 
lb3{sflng ¿kdf lbuf] x'g ;S5g\ <
dnfO{ v'Nb'nL eof] lsgsL 9f]/kf6g lzsf/ cf/Ifdf kfFr jif{ 
cufl8sf] t'ngfdf ut jif{ gfp/sf] ;+Vof nueu bf]Aa/n] 36]5 
h:t}M ;g\ @)!^ df gfp/sf] ;+Vof @@)@ / ;g\ @)@! df !@() 
lyof] eg] emf/nsf] ;+Vof em08} bf]Aa/n] a9]5 h:t}M ;g\ @)!^ 
df #** /x]sf] emf/n ;g\ @)@! df &$$ k'u]sf] lyof] . gfp/ 
nueu !)) k|ltztn] 36\g] t/ emf/n eg] !)) k|ltztn] a9\g] . 
pQm If]qdf g]kfn ;/sf/n] sfg"g adf]lhd jGohGt' lzsf/ ug]{ 
cg'dtL lbPsf] x'Fbf To:sf] c;/n] ;FVofdf 36a9 ePsf] kf] xf] ls 
eg]/ dnfO{ o; ;DaGwL rf;f] nfUof] . 

olb k|fs[lts k|sf]k jf To:tf] vfnsf] dfgjLo pynk'yn ePdf 
dfq gfp/ tyf emf/nsf] ;+Vofdf j[xQ ¿kdf kl/jt{g x'G5 t/ 
To:tf k|fs[lts k|sf]k jf dfgjLo pynk'yn gePdf jf k|fs[lts 
¿kd} pgLx¿ afFRg kfPdf gfp/sf] ;+Vof l:y/ /xG5 . h'g 
s'/f pQm If]qdf klxnf] rf]l6 gfp/sf] ;FVof ;DaGwL cWoog 
ug]{ k|fWofks k]/ j]Uu]n] klg nfdf] cWoog\ kZrft 
9f]/kf6gsf] gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;FVof l:y/ k|s[tLsf] 5 eg]/ cfˆgf] 
k|ltj]bgdf n]v]sf 5g\ . 9f]/kf6gdf gfp/ tyf emf/nsf] ;+Vofdf 
Jofks kl/jt{g x'g'sf] sf/0faf/] rf;f] ePsf]] x'Fbf d}n] lautdf 
ul/Psf ljleGg cWoog\ tyf cg';Gwfgsf k|ltj]bgx¿ 
ljZn]if0f / ljleGg lgs'~h clwsf/Lx¿;Fu 5nkmn u/L of] n]v 
tof/ u/]sf] 5' . s] gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;+Vofdf o:t} cg]k]lIft 
¿kdf 36a9 x'g] xf] eg] xfdLn] lb3{sfnLg ¿kdf 9f]/kf6gdf lzsf/ 
u/fpg ;S5fF} t < s] sf/0fn] 9f]/kf6gdf gfp/ tyf emf/nsf] ;+Vofdf 

o:tf] Jofks ¿kdf 36a9 e}/x]sf] 5 < gfp/ tyf emf/nx¿ b'u{d 
If]qdf kfOg] x'Fbf k|efjsf/L ;j]{If0f ug{ aGbf]a:tLsf ;fdfgx¿, 
e/kbf]{ ;j]{If0f ug]{ pks/0fx¿, lglZrt ;j]{If0f ug]{ ljlw, 
df};d / ;do cjlw Ps¿ktf, ;j]{If0f ug]{ If]qsf] e"uf]nsf] 
1fg ePsf] / gS;f cWoog ug{;Sg], bIf tyf cg'ejL x'g'sf] 
;fy} jGohGt'k|ltsf] nufa / k|]/0ff ePsf] k|fljlwsx¿sf] 
clgjfo{tf ;Fw} x'G5 . ljutdf ul/Psf ;j]{If0fx¿sf] glthfx¿df 
km/flsnf] leGgtf cfpg'df st} lo s'/fdf km/s kg{ uPsf]n] To:tf 
km/flsnf tYofFsx¿ cfPsf t xf]O{gg < lxFp lrt'jf h:fsf] d'Vo 
k|fs[lts cfx/ gfp/ / emf/n xf], st} lxFp lrt'jfsf] sf/0fn] ubf{ 
kf] o:tf] eO/x]sf] 5 ls < st} lgs'~h / 9f]/kf6g lzsf/ cf/If 
jl/k/L a:g] :yfgLo afl;Gbfx¿;Fu sf] åGåx¿sf sf/0fn] ubf{ 
kf] xf] ls < oL k|Zgx?sf] vf]haLg ug'{kg]{ dxTjk"0f{ 5g\, vf;u/L 
cgGt;Dd lbuf] lzsf/ ;~rfngsf] nflu.   

k|fWofks k/ j]uLsf] b'O{ jif{sf] cWoog kZrft !(&( ;fndf 
a'emfPsf] k|ltj]bg cg'zf/ tTsflng >L % sf] ;/sf/n] k~rfot 
sfnsf] ;do, !(*# -lj=;+=@)$)_ df, 9f]/kf6g If]qnfO{ lzsf/ 
cf/If :yfkgf u/L !(*& -lj=;+=@)$$_ df /fhkqdf k|sflzt 
u/L sfg"gL ¿kdf lzsf/ sfo{qmd ;+rfngdf NofPsf] xf]. of] 
cf/If g]kfnsf] klxnf] Ps dfq lzsf/ cf/If xf] / klZrd g]kfnsf] 
afUn'ª, DofUbL / ¿s'd lhNnfsf] kl/lwdf !#@% ju{ lsnf]ld6/ 
If]qdf km}lnPsf] 5 . of] cf/Ifsf] d'Vo p4]Zo eg]sf] gfp/ / 
emf/n nufot aFb]n, /ft] d[u cflbsf] cGt/fli6«o ljZj ;+/If0f 
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;+3 -cfO{o'l;Pg_ sf] lzsf/ ;DaGwL lbzflgb]{zg tyf dfkb08 
cg';f/ ;fxlzs l;sf/ u/fpg] / klZrd g]kfnsf] pRr kxf8L 
kof{j/0fsf] ;Gt'ng u/L kfl/:yltlso k|0ffnLsf] ;+/If0f ug]{ 
/x]sf] 5 . 

cfO{o'l;Pgsf] lzsf/ ;DaGwL dfkb08 cg';f/ M 

s_  lzsf/sf] sf]6f lgwf{/0f ug{' eGbf cuf8L slDtdf klg jif{sf] b'O{ 

k6s -klxnf] ;j]{If0f lxFpb] df; / To; nuQ} a;Gt df;_ ;j]{If0f 

u/]/ dfq gfp/ / emf/nsf] jo:s efn]x¿sf] ;+Vofsf] cfwf/

df lzsf/ ug{ sf]6f lgwf{/0f ug{' kg]{,  

v_  tYofs+af6 cfPsf] hDdf hgfj/sf] ;FVofsf] a9Ldf b'O{ k|ltzt 

/ hDdf ao:s efn]sf] ;+Vof dWosf] a9Ldf @% k|ltzt dfq 

lzsf/sf] sf]6f lgwf{/0f ug]{,  

u_  slDtdf klg ^) ao:s efn] af/fa/ !)) ao:s kf]yLsf] lnË 

cg'kft x'g'kg]{ ;fy} aRrfsf] hGdb/ / d[To'b/nfO{ cfwf/ dfGg] . 

3_ kof{j/0f ;Gt'ng /fVgsf] nflu lzsf/—lzsf/L ljZn]if0f 

To;otf /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g @)@( / 
;fGble{s lbzflgb]{zgsf] k|fjwfg cGtu{t 9f]/kf6gdf ljb]zLx¿n] 
kxf8df kfOg] ljz]if u/L gfp/ / emf/n nufot cGo sf] lzsf/ 
eO/x]sf] 5 . 

t/ lj8Dagfk"j{s eGg' k5{ ls, j]uL -!(&(_ åf/f k]z ul/Psf] 
lzsf/ cf/Ifsf] of]hgf lzsf/—lzsf/L ;DaGw / ;du| ¿kdf 
kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnL :t/df sfo{sf] eljiosf kl/0ffdx¿sf] 
af/]df df}g /x]sf] kfOG5 .

pbfx/0fsf nflu gfp/ / emf/n, ;+j]bgzLn lxpF lrt'jf -cfO{o'l;Pg, 
@)!*_ sf] d'Vo lzsf/ k|hflt x'g\ / g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h 
tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, @)@( cg';f/ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] 
k|fyldstfdf k/]sf] :tgwf/L hLjdf ;"lrs[t  5 . t/ 9f]/kf6gdf 
gfp/ tyf emf/nsf] lzsf/ u/]df lxFp lrt'jfnfO{ kg{ ;Sg] c;/ 
af/] of]hgfdf kfOFb}g h:n] ubf{ ToxfFsf] kfl/:yltlso k|0ffnL 
af/]df lbuf] of]hgf gePsf] k|i6 x'G5 . Hofs;g / cXNag{ -!(*(_ 
sf cg'';f/ Pp6f lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ afRgsf] nfuL jif{df slDtdf 
klg @) b]vL #) gfp/ cfjZostf kb{5 h;nfO{, !%) b]vL @%) 
gfp/;+Vofn] ;Gt'lnt kfg{  ;Sb5 -olb To; If]qdf cGo lzsf/ 
k|hflt 5 eg], ;Gt'lnt ;+Vof sd klg x'g ;S5_ . 

xfnsf] -@)@!_ gfp/ / emf/n sf] ;+VofTds tYofFs cg';f/ 
-gfp/ !@() / emf/n &$$_ pQm ;+Vofn] * b]vL !) lxFp lrt'jfnfO{ 
9f]/kf6gdf ;Gt'lnt ug{ ;Sg] b]lvG5 . k/ j]UuL -!(&(_ åf/f 
ul/Psf] gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;+VofTds cWoog / ljZn]if0f 
k|ltj]bg cfO{o'l;Pgsf] dfu{bz{g tyf dfkb08 cg';f/ ePsf] 
b]lvG5 t/ To; kl5sf cWoogx¿ eg] k|To]s kfFr aif{df Ps 
k6s dfq ;j]{If0f u/L lkmtnf] ljZn]if0f u/L lzsf/ sf]6f cg'dlt 
lbOPsf] k|ltj]bgn] O+lut ub{5 . hasL lzsf/sf] nfuL sf]6f 
5'6\Øfpg' eGbf klxn] g} slDtdf klg b'O{ k6s -lxFpb / a;Gt 
df};d_ ;j]{If0f ug{'kg]{ x'G5 . 

olb xfdLn] gfp/sf] ;+Vofsf] tYof+s o; cf/Ifdf ljZj;gLo 
5 eGg] dfg]sf 5f}+ eg] of] cfZro{hgs 5 ls tL tYof+sx¿n] 
gfp/sf] ;+Vof cl:y/ /x]sf] ;+s]t ub{5 . 

pbfx/0fsf nflu ljleGg cWoogn] gfp/sf] ;+Vof o; k|sf/ 
b]vfPsf 5g\ h:t} jUuL -!(&(=%&% b]vL %#)_ / ljN;g 
-!(*!=*)) b]vL ())_ / To; kZrft ul/Psf cWoog ahLdfo 
/ ;fyLx¿ -!((!=!#$^_Ù sfsL{ / yfkf -@))&=*%@_Ù sF8]n 
-@)!!=!^$* _ / 9f]/kf6g lzsf/ cf/If -@)!^=@@)@Ù @)@!= 
!@()_. dfly pNn]lvt ul/Psf gfp/sf ;+Vofx¿df lgs} 
ptf/ r9fj b]lvG5g\ t/ j]UuL -;g !(&(_ cg';f/ 9f]/kf6gsf] 
gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;+Vof l:y/ x'g' kg]{ xf]. ljleGg sf/0fx¿ 
dWo dxTjk'0f{ sf/0fx¿ h:t} pQm ;j]{If0f ug{ ul/Psf nufgL 
sf] sdL, ;j]{If0f ug]{ ljwLx¿df cg]stf,;j]{If0f ul/Psf km/s 
km/s df};d / ;do cjlw, k|ljlw / pks/0fx¿sf] ckof{Kttf, 
;j]{Ifssf] 1fg / zLkdf ljljwtf cflb o:tf km/flsnf cGt/sf] 
tYofFs x'g;Sg] alnof] ;Defjgf b]lvG5 . 

To:t}, obL j]UuL -!(&(_ / ljN;g -!(*!_ ;Fu t'ngf ug]{ xf] eg], 
xfn} gfp/sf] aRrfsf] hGdb/ pRr ¿kdf vl:sPsf] tYofFsn] 
b]vfPsf] 5 . ljN;g -!(*!_ cg';f/ ;g\ !(*) sf] z/b Ct'df 
gfp/sf] hGd b/ !)) jo:s kf]yL a/fa/ *# aRrfx¿ lyof] eg] 
To;sf] nuQ}sf] a;Gt Ct'ddf !)) jo:s kf]yL a/fa/ &# 
aRrfdf em/]sf] lyof] . t/ xfn  dfly pNn]lvt gfp/sf] aRrfsf] 
hGdb/x¿ pRr ¿kdf vl:sPsf] b]lvG5 . h:t} pbfx/0fsf 
nflu k|lt !)) jo:s kf]yL gfp/ a/fa/ !# aRrf -sfsL{ / yfkf, 
@))&_ @@ aRrf -s8]Fn, @)!!_Ù !@ aRrf -cf/If, @)!^_ / #& aRrf 
-cf/If, @)@!_ k|ltj]bgdf pNn]v ul/Psf] 5 . olb of] hGdb/ 
;fFlRrs} e/kbf]{ dfGg] xf] eg] 9f]/kf6gsf] gfp/sf] ;+Vofdf ef/L 
lu/fj6 x'g'kg]{ xf] / o:tf] sdhf]/ hGdb/sf] tYofFssf] hLj 
;+/If0f lj1fgsf] lx;fan] ljZn]if0f ug]{ xf] eg] lzsf/sf] nflu 
l;kmfl/; ug{ ;Flsb}g . ;}bflGts ¿kdf gfp/ tyf emf/n 
k|hfltdf aRrfsf] hGdb/ obL &) eGbf dfly 5 eg] pQm em'08nfO{ 
a9\bf] ;+Vofsf] ¿kdf, %) b]vL &) ;Ddsf] hGdb/ 5 eg] pQm 
em'08nfO{ l:y/ ;+Vofsf] ¿kdf / %) eGbf sd hGdb/ 5 eg] 
36\bf] ;+Vofsf] ¿kdf ;+s]t xf] eg]/ a'‰g] ul/G5 . of] l;4fGtnfO{ 
dfGb} ubf{ 9f]/kf6gsf] gfp/sf] ;FVof lgs6 eljiodf 8/nfUbf] 
¿kdf 36\g] ;Fs]t ub{5 h;n] ubf{ ToxfFsf] kfl/l:ylto k|0ffnLnfO{ 
gs/fTds k|efj kg{ ;Sg] cf+sng ug{ ;lsG5 . 

;f/df, lbuf] ;+/If0fsf] nIo ;lxt dfgj–jGohGt'sf] ;x–
c;ltTjnfO{ l:jsfb}{ ljBdfgdf /x]sf gLlt tyf sfo{qmd / 
cEof;x¿sf] uxg ;dLIff u/L of]hgfsf] Gofof]lrt nfe ToxfFsf 
:yfgLo hgtfx¿nfO{ afF8kmf8 ug]{ u/L j}1flgs 9Ën] o:tf 
of]hgfx¿ ;Frfng u/]df kSs} klg lb3{sflng ¿kdf lbuf] x'g] 
s'/fdf b'O{dt gxf]nf . h;n] ubf{ xfndf e}/x]sf] dfgj–
cf/If larsf] åGå sd x'g]5 / o:tf sfo{qmdx¿nfO{ g]kfn / 
cGo pko'Qm :yfgx¿df klg bf]xf]¥ofpg ;lsg] lyof] .  

-gf]6M o; n]vdf plNnlvt ljrf/x? n]vssf] lghL x'g\ . n]vdf plNnlvt 
gfp/ / emf/nsf] ;Gbe{x¿ /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf] 
;|f]taf6 lnOPsf] xf] –;Dkfbs._
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interview

Satellite Collaring of 
Snow Leopard 
Should be Part of the Discussion

Dr. Ganesh Panta is an ecologist at Department of National Parks and Wildlife 

Conservation. Dr. Panta, who is from Gorkha, has spent 18 years in the management 

of Nepal’s protected areas. Dr. Panta has already worked as chief conservation offi  cer 

at Sagarmatha, Banke, and Shey Phoksundo national parks, and conservation offi  cer 

at Chitwan and Shuklaphanta national parks. He holds a master’s of environmental 

management from University of Queensland, Australia, and a doctorate from University 

of Southern Queensland. Panta has published over half a dozen scientifi c articles. In 

this interview with Anil Adhikari, a member of Snow Leopard Magazine’s editorial 

board, Dr. Panta talks about the current situation of snow leopards in Nepal.
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What do you consider the biggest threat to snow leopard? 

-Since the habitat of snow leopard falls in Nepal’s high 

Himalayas, where human settlement is thin, they do not 

suff er the impacts of human density and destruction 

of habitat as the tigers face in the Terai. However, the 

challenges snow leopards face are of an unusual nature. 

The majority of people in the Himalayas eke out a living 

through animal husbandry, and the grazing area of the 

livestock intersects with snow leopard’s habitat. For this 

reason, the interaction between humans and snow leopard 

in those areas is high. Because of this, snow leopard is 

found to be preying on the domesticated animals like sheep, 

goats, yaks, and horses. In some instances, they are found 

to be preying on over 50 goats at one go by entering the 

sheds. The human-snow leopard confl ict triggered by such 

incidents and human’s retaliatory killing of the predators is 

the biggest challenge at the moment. But there are many 

other challenges in snow leopard conservation—such as 

the depletion of the habitat due to excessive grazing of 

livestock; scarcity of prey species due to less grasses in 

grazing areas; poaching and illegal trade; eff ect of human 

pressure during herb collection, including Cordyceps; and 

possible eff ects of climate change on the habitat.  

After GPS collaring, three snow leopards have died in 

Shey Phoksundo National Park, one by one. Can we take 

human-snow leopard confl ict as a reason behind this? 

How do you analyze this serious situation?

-Yes, it is defi nitely a serious problem, and it is about time 

the collaring of snow leopard comes into discussion. But as 

for the collaring work in Dolpa, I see two aspects to it. One is, 

as you said, the situation given rise by human-snow leopard 

confl ict, and another could be various elements such as the 

choice of the animal taken for satellite collaring, its health 

condition, inter-specifi c fi ghting, and natural death rate. 

In the last two years at Shey Phoksundo National Park, 

nearly Rs 15 million has been distributed to compensate 

loss of livestock due to snow leopard attack, and as much 

for community-based livestock insurance program through 

fi ve snow leopard conservation committees. Programs 

such as awareness for shepherds, education of elderly 

women, and drives focused on students through eco clubs 

have also been launched with coordination from WWF 

Nepal and the national park offi  ce. These programs show 

the locals are committed in one way or another for snow 

leopard conservation. That’s why I think it’s not logical to 

conclude that human-snow leopard confl icts are the sole 

reason behind their deaths, but like you said, of the various 

potential reasons, the confl icts too might be one. If we look 

at reports from National Forensic Science Laboratory and 

National Veterinary Laboratory, the deaths haven’t been 

attributed to human reasons. Hence, the reasons should 

be found out through the fi rst-hand information furnished 

by Dolpa’s local community, national park offi  ce and the 

technicians.  

What issues should be paid attention to in hopes to 

mitigate these losses and complexities in the future? 

-By taking incidents in Dolpa as unfortunate and irreplacable 

results as a lesson, we should take caution in the coming 

days. In my opinion, to prevent these kinds of losses in the 

future, selection of the animals before GPS collaring should 
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be judicious, full ownership of local community on the GPS 

collaring drive and their participation in conservation should 

be ensured, and we ought to ask whether GPS collaring 

work in itself is a matter of priority and compulsion when it 

comes to research. I think these issues should be discussed 

widely and taken as lessons. 

A few years ago, a video showing Cordyceps pickers 

abusing snow leopards in Shey Phoksundo National 

park had been public. Along with that, looking at 

aforementioned incidents, can we say that snow 

leopards are in danger at Shey Phoksundo? 

-Those kinds of incidents are unfortunate, and they 

shouldn’t happen.

After the snow leopards are GPS collared, are the local 

level snow leopard conservation sub-committees, 

respective park and conservation area offi  ces, and 

departments carrying out regular fi eld monitoring 

drives?

-For sure, monitoring is taking place on a regular basis. 

On the local level, the respective park offi  ces and buff er 

zone committees under them, Snow Leopard Conservation 

Committees, and Community-Based Anti-Poaching Unit 

have been directly involved in regular fi eld monitoring.

What update do you have on the program of GPS 

collaring eight snow leopards at the remaining western 

landscape in Annapurna-Manaslu Conservation Area? 

-The GPS collaring work of 12 snow leopards, including four 

each in Dolpa, Annapurna and Manaslu conservation areas, 

was carried out as per the ministerial decision of 2075/ 5/ 

15, involving the Ministry of Forestry and Environment, 

to gain knowledge on the distribution of snow leopards, 

international grazing areas, and habitat, and to help in their 

conservation and management. While four collaring work is 

already complete in Dolpa, the process of collaring hasn’t 

moved ahead in other conservation areas. 

Three landscapes that Nepal had committed to as part 

of the goals of Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem 

Protection Program (GSLEP) have already been ensured. 

Has the department formulated a separate policy to 

conserve snow leopards in these areas? What kind of 

noteworthy programs are there for conservation? 

-Nepal has committed to operating conservation programs 

on the three landscapes as per the goals of GSLEP. 

According to the same commitment, Nepal--in a fi rst 

among 12 countries that are home to snow leopard--has 

launched programs after formulating the Climate Smart 

Snow Leopard Management Plan in 2017 in landscapes 

from Langtang National Park in the east to Kanchanjunga 

Conservation Area. Meanwhile, the plan to manage 

landscapes in the west is in the fi nal stage after undergoing 

several rounds of discussions. This plan includes programs 

such as conservation of snow leopard at landscape level, 

economic progress of the local community, and mitigation 

of the impacts of climate change on snow leopard’s habitat 

and ecosystem. 

Does the department have any programs or plans related 

to snow leopard-based tourism? 

-Even if the department doesn’t have a separate program 

for snow leopard-based tourism development endorsed 

and ratifi ed by government, there have been eff orts from 

offi  ces of conservation areas that are home to snow 

leopard to connect snow leopard conservation to tourism 

and livelihoods by prioritizing conservation programs. 

Currently, the Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan is on 

the verge of being revised, and I expect that the amended 

fi ve-year action plan will also include programs to bridge 

snow leopard conservation work to livelihoods and income 

of locals who depend on animal husbandry for a living. 

What is your impression on the current situation of 

budgeting, commitment, plans, and programs focused 

on snow leopard conservation among local units that are 

home to snow leopard? Are the fi eld offi  ces coordinating 

with local units for conservation of snow leopards, their 

prey species, and habitat? And is this necessary? 

-The issue you have raised is important. It is urgent that 

we hold provincial and local government accountable for 

conservation of snow leopard and to facilitate the process. 

Today, about 30-35 percent of Nepal’s total snow leopard 

habitat lies outside of the conservation areas and on 

the jurisdiction of provincial and local governments. For 

sustainable conservation of snow leopard, work should be 

done in such a way that the connectivity between snow 

leopards lying outside of protected areas and those in 

the core area is not breached. Alongside, there is also a 

possibility that the local units can make income by investing 

in infrastructure for snow leopard-based tourism. 

How important do you think is the operation of 

community level conservation education to protect 

snow leopards? If it is important, what kinds of plans is 

the department formulating for it? 

-The community-based conservation education program 

is extremely important for snow leopard conservation. 

If subjects on snow leopard conservation are included in 

school-level curriculum, it would increase ownership among 

the local people about conservation. For now, as reference 

material, the department has published two books based on 

snow leopard conservation. They are being taught to Grade 

7 and8 in 12 schools in Mustang and Taplejung districts. 

Likewise, discussion on plans for snow leopard-based 

livelihoods is also equally important.
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8f= u0f]z kGt /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefusf 
Osf]nf]lhi6 x'g\ . :yfoL 3/ uf]/vf ePsf 8f= kGtn] g]kfnsf 
;+/lIft If]qx¿sf] Joj:yfkgdf !* jif{ latfO;s]sf 5g\ . 
8f= kGt;“u ;u/dfyf, af“s] / z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hx¿df 
k|d'v ;+/If0f clws[t / lrtjg tyf z'Snfkmf“6f /fli6«o lgs'~hdf 
;+/If0f clws[t eO{ sfd u/]sf] cg'ej 5 . ci6«]lnofsf] o"lgel;{6L ckm 
SjLG;Nof08af6 pgn] jftfj/0fLo Joj:yfkgdf :gftsf]Q/ -PdP;;L_ 
/ o"lgel;{6L ckm ;fpb{g SjLG;Nof08af6 ljBfjfl/lw -kLPr8L__u/]sf 
5g\ . kGtsf] cfwf bh{g a9L j}1flgs n]vx¿ k|sflzt 5g\ . g]kfndf 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] jt{dfg cj:yfsf af/]df 8f= kGtn] lxpF lrt'jf klqsfsf 
;Dkfbg ;d"x ;b:o clgn clwsf/L;“u u/]sf] cGtjf{tf{ oxf“ k|:t't 
ul/Psf] 5 .

lxp“ lrt'jfsf] ;a}eGbf 7"nf] vt/f s]nfO{ dfGg'x'G5 <

g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg / k}mnfj6 dfgj a:tL kftnf] 
ePsf] pRr lxdfnL If]qdf /x]sfn] t/fO{df af3n] ef]lu/x]sf] h:tf] 
jf;:yfgsf] ljgf; / dfgjLo rfksf] ;d:of lxpF lrt'jfsf] xsdf 
vf;} 5}g . t/ lxpF lrt'jfn] ef]lu/x]sf] r'gf}lt laz]if k|s[ltsf] 5 . 
g]kfnsf] lxdfnL hghLjg k|d'v ¿kdf kz'kfngdf lge{/ /x]sf] 5 
/ kz'kfng x'g] rl/r/g If]q g} lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|d'v jf;:yfgsf] 
¿kdf /x]sf] 5 . o;sf/0f lxdfnL If]qdf dfgj–lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
cGt/lqmof / cf]e/Nofk w]/} 5 . oxL sf/0f lxpF lrt'jfn] cfˆgf] 
cfxf/fsf] ¿kdf kz'a:t' e]8f, afv|f, rf}F/L, 3f]8f cflbsf] Iflt ug]{ 
u/]sf] 5 . slxn]sfxLF t uf]7d} k;]/ %) j6f eGbf a9L afv|fx¿ 
Ps}k6s df/]sf] 36gfx¿ klg 5g\ . o;af6 l;lh{t dfgj–lxpF 
lrt'jf åGå / To;af6 x'g] lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|ltzf]wfTds lzsf/ 
g} lxpF lrt'jfsf] nflu ;a}eGbf 7"nf] r'gf}lt xf] . t/ klg cGo 
r'gf}ltx¿ h:t} ufO{j:t'sf] cTolws rl/r/gsf sf/0f jf;:yfg 
Iflos/0f eO{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] cfxf/f k|hfltsf nflu cfjZos 
dfqfdf 3fF; gx'Fbf cfxf/f k|hfltsf] pknAwtfdf x'g] sdL, 
rf]/Llzsf/ / cj}w Jofkf/, of;f{u'Daf nufotsf hl8a'6L 
;+sngsf qmddf x'g] dfgjLo rfksf sf/0f kg]{ k|efj / hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gn] jf;:yfgdf kfg{ ;Sg] k|efj nufotsf sf/0f lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf r'gf}lt ylkPsf] 5 .

hLkLP; sn/ u/]sf] Pskl5 csf]{ ub}{ tLgj6f lxp“ lrt'jfx¿ 
z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf dl/;s]sf 5g\ . dfgj / lxp“ 

lrt'jfsf] åGånfO{ oL 36gfx¿sf] sf/s dfGg ;lsG5 < o; 
ulDe/ cj:yfnfO{ s;/L ljZn]if0f ug'{x'G5 < 

xf], of] lgZro klg cln uDeL/ cj:yf xf] / ca lxpF lrt'jfdf 
;]6nfO6 snl/ª ug]{ sfo{ 5nkmndf cfpg} kg]{ ljifo ag]sf] 
5 . t/ 8f]Nkfdf ePsf] ;]6nfO6 snl/ªsf] xsdf d o; ;DaGwL 
b'Oj6f kf6f] b]V5' . Pp6f tkfO{n] eg] h:t} dfgj–lxpF lrt'jf åGåaf6 
l;lh{t kl/0ffd Pp6f kf6f] eof] eg] csf]{ rfFxL Tof] sn/ h8fg 
ul/g] hgfj/sf] 5gf}6, p;sf] :jf:Yo cj:yf, hgfj/–hgfj/ 
larsf] ;+3if{ / k|fs[lts d[To'b/sf] ljifo klg x'g ;S5 . 

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~haf6 laut @ jif{df em08} !=% s/f]8 
/sd lxpF lrt'jfaf6 ePsf] kz'wgsf] Ifltsf] /fxt :j¿k ljt/0f 
ul/;lsPsf] 5, kfFrj6f lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f ;ldlt dfkm{t !=% s/f]8 
a9Lsf] cIfo sf]if hDdf u/L ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t kz' aLdf sfo{qmd 
;~rfngdf NofOPsf] 5 . lgs'~h sfof{no / 8An'8An'Pkm 
g]kfn dfkm{t uf]7fnf] lzIff, dlxnfx¿nfO{ k|f}9 lzIff / ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ 
O{sf] Sna dfkm{t ;+/If0f ;DaGwL sfo{qmdx¿ ;~rfng eO/x]sf 
5g\ . olt x'g' eg]sf] kSs} klg :yfgLo hgtf lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;+/If0fdf s'g} g s'g} ¿kdf k|lta4 5g\ . To;}n] dfgj–lxpF lrt'jf 
åGåsf sf/0f dfq} lxpF lrt'jfsf] d[To' eof] eGg] lgisif{ lgsfNg 
rfxLF o'lQm;+ut x'Fb}g h:tf] nfU5 t/ tkfO{+n] eg] h:t} ljleGg 
sf/0fx¿ dWo] Pp6f ;DefJo sf/0f dfgj–lxpF lrt'jf åGå 
klg x'g ;Sof] . /fli6«o ljlw lj1fg k|of]uzfnf / /fli6«o e]6/
Lg/L k|of]uzfnfaf6 k|fKt k|ltj]bgx¿ x]g]{ xf] eg] dfgjLo sf/0faf6 
d[To' ePsf] xf] egL olsg ul/Psf] 5}g . o;y{ o; ljifodf 

cGt{jftf{

lxp“ lrt'jfdf :of6]nfO6 sn/ 
h8fg ug]{ sfo{ 5nkmndf 
cfpg} kg]{ ljifo ag]sf] 5
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8f]Nkfsf] :yfgLo ;d'bfo, lgs'~h sfof{no / k|fljlwsx¿n] lbg] 
klxnf] hfgsf/L -km:6{ Xof08 OGkm/d];g_ af6} sf/0f klxNofpg 
;Sg'k5{ . 

cfufdL lbgdf o:tf k|sf/sf Iflt / cK7]/fx¿ /f]Sg s] slt 
s'/fdf Wofg lbg' cfjZos 5 < 

8f]Nkfdf ePsf] Ps vfnsf] ck"/0fLo / b'ef{Uok"0f{ glthfnfO{ rflxF 
Pp6f l;sfO{sf] ¿kdf lnP/ cfufdL lbg ;fjwfgL t ckgfpg} 
k5{ . d]/f] ljrf/df cfufdL lbgdf o:tf k|sf/sf Iflt /f]Sg h:t} 
;]6]nfO6 jf hLkLP; snl/ª sfo{ ug{' cl3 jGohGt'sf] 5gf}6sf] 
ljifo, hLkLP; snl/ª ug{' cl3 :yfgLo ;d'bfoaf6 k"0f{ ckgTj 
/ ;+/If0fdf ;xeflutfsf] ;'lglZrttf / hLkLP; snl/ªsf] 
sfo{ g} cWoog cg';Gwfgsf] k|fyfldstf / clgjfo{tf xf] ls 
xf]Og < oL ;a} ljifox¿nfO{ cln j[xt 5nkmn u/L l;sfO{sf] 
¿kdf lng'k5{ h:tf] nfU5 .

z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hdf s]xL jif{ klxn] of;f{u'Daf 
;+snsx¿af6 lxp“ lrt'jfdfly b'Jo{jxf/ ePsf] lel8of] ;fj{hlgs 
ePsf] lyof] . Tof] ;Fu} plNnlvt 36gfx¿nfO{ x]bf{ z]–kmf]S;'08f]
df lxp“ lrt'jfx¿ vt/fdf 5g\ eGg ;lsG5 < 

To; lsl;dsf 36gfx¿ x'g' b'ef{Uok'0f{ xf] / To:tf] x'g'x'Gg .

lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ sn/ ul/;s]kl5 :yfgLo :t/sf lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0f pk;ldlt, ;DalGwt lgs'~h / ;+/If0f If]q sfof{no / 
ljefuaf6 lgoldt lkmN8 cg'udg x'g] u/]sf] 5 < 

kSs} klg lgoldt ¿kdf cg'udg x'G5 . :yfgLo :t/df 
;DalGwt lgs'~h sfof{no / cGtu{tsf dWojtL{ ;ldlt, lxpF 
lrt'jf ;+/If0f ;ldlt, rf]/Llzsf/ lgoGq0f o'jf ;ldltx¿sf] 
k|ToIf ;xeflutfdf lgu/fgLdf lkmN8 :t/df lgoldt cg'udg 
x'g] u/]sf] 5 .

lxp“ lrt'jfsf] :of6]nfO6 sn/ ug{ afFsL klZrld e"–kl/lw 
If]q cGtu{t cGgk"0f{–dgf:n' ;+/If0f If]qdf ul/g] elgPsf] * j6f 
sn/sf] cBfjlws hfgsf/L s] 5 < 

klZrdL e"–kl/lw If]q cGtu{t 8f]Nkfdf $ j6f / cGgk'0f{–dgf:n' 
;+/If0f If]qdf $–$ j6f u/L hDdf !@ j6f lxpF lrt'jf hLkLP; sn/ 
h8fg u/L lxpF lrt'jfsf] ljt/0f, cGt/b]zLo ljr/0f, jf;:yfg 
cflbsf] af/]df hfgsf/L xfl;n u/L ;+/If0f / Joj:yfkgdf 
;xof]u k'¥ofpg] p2]Zon] jg tyf jftfj/0f dGqfno -dfggLo 
dlGq:t/_ sf] ldlt @)&%÷%÷!% sf] lg0f{ofg';f/ snl/ª sfo{ 
ul/Psf] xf] . 8f]Nkfdf $ j6fdf snl/ª sfo{ ;DkGg eO;s]kl5 
xfn cGo ;+/lIft If]qdf snl/ª ug]{ k|lqmof cuf8L a9]sf] 5}g .

Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]S;g k|f]u|fd -hLP;OPnkL_ 
sf] nIo cg'¿k g]kfnn] k|ltj4tf hgfPsf] tLg j6f e"kl/lw 
jf;:yfgx¿ klg ;'lglZrt ul/;lsPsf] cj:yf 5 . oL :yfgx¿df 
lxp“ lrt'jfx¿nfO{ ;'/lIft /fVg ljefun] 5'§} /0fgLlt to u/]sf] 
5 ls < Toxf“ ;+/If0fsf pNn]Vo s] s:tf sfo{qmdx¿ 5g\ <

hLP;OPnkLsf] nIo cg';f/ g]kfnn] # j6f e"–kl/lw :t/sf 
If]qdf ;+/If0f sfo{qmd ;~rfng ug]{ k|ltj4tf u/]sf] 5 . 
;f]xL k|ltj4tf cg'¿k g]kfn g} lxpF lrt'jf kfOg] !@ j6f 

b]zx¿d} klxnf] k6s g]kfnsf] k"jL{ nfd6fª /fli6«o lgs'~h 
b]lv s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]q;Dd km}lnPsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
e"–kl/lwsf] SnfOd]6 :df6{ :gf] n]k8{ Dofg]hd]G6 Knfg ;g\ 
@)!& d} agfP/ sfo{qmd ;~rfng ul//x]sf] 5 eg] klZrd lxpF 
lrt'jf e"–kl/lwsf] Joj:yfkg of]hgf ljleGg r/0fdf 5nkmn 
eP/ lgdf{0fsf] clGtd r/0fdf 5 . o; of]hgfn] e"–kl/lw :t/
df lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f, :yfgLo ;d'bfosf] cfly{s pGglt, 
hnjfo' kl/jt{sf sf/0f lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg / kfl/l:yltlso 
k|0ffnLdf kg{;Sg] k|efj Go"gLs/0fsf sfo{qmdx¿ ;d]6]sf] 5 .

ljefu;Fu lxp“ lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ko{6g ;]jfsf] s'g} 
of]hgf÷sfo{qmd 5 ls < 

o; ljefuaf6 ;/sf/L sfo{qmd :jLs[t jflif{s sfo{qmd} /fv]/ 
lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ko{6g ljsf;sf] 5'§} sfo{qmd gePklg 
lxpF lrt'jf kfO{g] ;+/lIft If]q sfof{nox¿n] cfˆgf] Joj:yfkg 
of]hgfdf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] sfo{qmdnfO{ k|fyldlss/0f 
u/]/ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fnfO{ ko{6g / cfocfh{g;+u hf]8\g] k|of; 
eg] kSs} eO/x]sf] 5 . xfn lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{ of]hgf 
k'g/fjnf]sg ug]{ tof/L eO/x]sf] 5 / kl/dflh{t k~rjifL{o sfo{ 
of]hgfdf klg lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] sfdnfO{ :yfgLo kz'kfngdf 
cfl>t ;d'bfosf] hLljsf]kfh{g / cfocfh{g;+u hf]8\g] sfo{qmd 
;d]l6g] ck]Iff d}n] u/]sf] 5 . 

lxp“ lrt'jf jf;:yfg If]qsf kflnsfx¿;“u lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0fk|lt 
k|ltj4tf, of]hgf, sfo{qmd / ah]6sf] cj:yf s] s:tf] kfpg' ePsf] 
5 < lkmN8 sfof{nox¿n] lxp“ lrt'jf, o;sf cfxf/f / af;:yfg 
;+/If0fsf nflu :yfgLo kflnsfx¿;Fu ;xsfo{ ul//x]sf] 
cj:yf 5 < s] of] h¿/L 5 <

tkfO{+n] p7fpg' ePsf] of] ljifo cToGt} dxTjk"0f{ xf] . k|b]z / 
:yfgLo ;/sf/nfO{ klg lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf lhDd]jf/ agfpg / 
;xlhs/0f ug{ cToGt} h¿/L eO;s]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] s'n lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] af;:yfgsf] #) b]lv #% k|ltzt If]q cem} klg ;+/lIft 
If]q aflx/ cyf{t k|b]z ;/sf/ / :yfgLo txsf] clwsf/ /x]sf] 
If]qdf k5{ . lxpF lrt'jfsf] bLuf] ;+/If0fsf nflu ;+/lIft If]q aflx/
sf] ;+Vof;Fu d'Vo jf;:yfg If]q -sf]/ Pl/of_ sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;+Vofsf] eO/x]sf] ;DaGw -sg]S6Lle6L_ g6'6\g] u/L sfd ug{ 
h¿/L 5 . ;fy}, :yfgLo txx¿n] lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ko{6sLo 
k"jf{wf/df nufgL u/]/ cfDbfgL ug{ ;Sg] ;Defjgf klg 5 . 

lxp“ lrt'jf arfpg ;d'bfo:t/df ;+/If0f lzIff sfo{qmdsf] 
;~rfng x'g'' slQsf] dxTjk"0f{ 7fGg'x'G5 < of] h¿/L 5 eg] 
ljefun] o;sf] nflu s] s:tf] of]hgf agfPsf] 5 < 

;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f lzIff sfo{qmd lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] 
nflu clt g} dxTjk'0f{ sfo{qmd xf] . ljBfno :t/Lo kf7\o;fdfu|L 
d} lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f ;DaGwL ljifo / hfgsf/L ;dfj]z x'g;s] 
o;n] ;+/If0fdf :yfgLo ckgTj a9fpg ;S5 . xfnnfO{ ;Gbe{ 
;fdu|Lsf ¿kdf ljefu cfk}mn] lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t b'Oj6f 
k':tsx¿ k|sfzg u/]sf] 5 h;sf] k|of]u d':tfª / tfKn]h'ªsf 
!@ j6f ljBfnox¿sf sIff & / * df eO/x]sf] 5 . ;fy} lxpF 
lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t hLljsf]kfh{gsf of]hgfsf af/]df 5nkmn x'g' 
;d]t plQs} h¿/L 5 . 
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The Legend 

Dr.Tirtha Bahadur Shrestha 

A leading authority on Nepal's biodiversity, 

especially on plant resources, Dr. Tirtha 

Bahadur Shrestha has devoted his entire 

life to the conservation of Nepal’s fl ora, 

fauna, and ecosystems. He has worked 

for the Government of Nepal for 30 years 

and served as a Senior Scientist Offi  cer 

(fi rst class) in the Department of Forest. 

Dr. Shrestha served as the study team leader 

to establish the Makalu-Barun National 

Park.  He helped the Government of Nepal 

to classify major forests as well as classify 

rare and endangered plant taxa across the 

country. Dr. Shrestha has authored more 

than 20 books and hundreds of articles, 

containing discoveries, concepts, and ideas. 

He is a life member of Nepal Academy.

8f= tLy{ axfb'/ >]i7
g]kfnsf] h}ljs ljljwtf / ljz]ifu/L jg:klt ;|f]tsf] cu|0fL JolQmTj 8f= tLy{ axfb'/ >]i7n] cfˆgf] 
k"/f hLjg g]kfnsf] jg:klt, hLjhGt' / kof{j/0fsf] ;+/If0fdf ;dlk{t u/]sf 5g\ . pgn] g]kfn 
;/sf/df #) jif{ ;]jf u/]sf 5g\ / jg:klt ljefudf jl/i7 j}1flgs clws[t -/fhkqfl+st 
k|yd >]0fL_ sf ?kdf sfd u/]sf 5g\ . 8f= >]i7n] dsfn' j¿0f /fli6«o lgs'~h :yfkgf ug{ 
ag]sf] cWoog\ 6f]nLsf] g]t[Tj u/]sf lyP . pgn] g]kfnsf] d'Vo jgx¿sf] jlu{s/0f ug{'sf 
;fy} g]kfnsf b'n{e nf]kf]Gd'v af]6la¿jf k|hfltx¿sf] jlu{s/0fsf nflu g]kfn ;/sf/nfO{ 
lg/Gt/ ;3fPsf 5g\ . 8f= >]i7n] g]kfnsf] jg:kltsf af/]df @) eGbf a9L k':tsx¿ / ;of}+ 
n]vx¿ k|sflzt u/]sf 5g\ . pgL g]kfn k|1f k|lti7fgsf cfhLjg ;b:o x'g\ .
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promotion

Bhesraj Devoted 
To Snow Leopard 
Conservation in Mustang

Mr. Bhesraj Bastola, a teacher by profession, holds a deep 
passion for environment and wildlife conservation. For the 
past ten years he has volunteered as a Snow Leopard Scout 
coordinator in Mustang.

A permanent resident of Pokhara, Bhesraj has been teaching 
science and environment subjects to primary and classes 11 
and 12 for the past 23 years at Janahit Secondary School 
in Jomsom. Apart from this, he also teaches reference 
books on environmental conservation ‘Prakriti ko Sandesh,’ 
published by the National Trust for Nature Conservation 
(NTNC)-Annapurna Conservation Area Project (ACAP), 
and Conservation Education books based on snow leopard 
conservation, published by the Department of National Parks 
and the Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC). These books 
have contributed signifi cantly to raising public awareness 
on environmental and wildlife conservation in the region 
including snow leopard, says Bhesraj. 

“Mustang is one of the districts with snow leopard habitat 
in Nepal. Besides school time, I am engaged in the activities 
related with snow leopard conservation; this is because of 
my passion with the species,” says Bhesraj.

He has been playing an important role in the formation 
and mobilization of the snow leopard scouts committee 

by including students of the Greenforce Club, a student 
environmental group operating in the schools of Kagbeni, 
Lupra, Jomsom, Syang, Marpha, Kowang, and Ghasa. Bhesraj 
says the scout activities are mainly conducted with the aim of 
involving the students in snow leopard conservation, raising 
awareness, and helping them in their capacity enhancement. 

He has gathered much  experience with  the Snow Leopard 
Scout's monitoring camps. The camps are conducted over 
three residential  and one non-residential days  in the prime 
habitats of snow leopard of Mustang,above 3500 meters. This 
camp is organized for the students of the local GreenForce 
Club, where the members of the working committee of the 
club, students of Grades 6, 7, and 8, participate. Students are 
taken to the prime habitat of snow leopard and shown various 
aspects of it. An art, essay, and story writing competition on 
snow leopard, its habitat, and its prey is organized among 
the students. They are taught about observation of snow 
leopard pugmarks, identifi cation of snow leopard scat, and 
installation of camera traps, says Bhesraj.

Bhesraj is satisfi ed that the scientifi c knowledge about snow 
leopard is spreading in the community through the students 
of these camps. As it is the habitat of snow leopard, it is 
necessary to have such activities regularly here, he says.
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d':tfªdf lxp“ lrt'jf  

k|j4{g

hf]ufpg nfluk/]sf 
e]if/fh

e]if/fh af:tf]nf k]zfn] lzIfs x'g\ t/ pgsf] uf9f nufj jftfj/0f 
/ jGohGt' ;+/If0fdf 5 . d':tfªdf pgL :j]lR5s ¿kdf :gf] n]k8{ 
:sfp6 ;+of]hs eP/ sfd ug{ yfn]sf] !) jif{ eof] . 

kf]v/f :yfoL 3/ ePsf e]if/fh hf]d;f]dl:yt hglxt df=lj=df 
ljut @# jif{b]lv cfwf/e"t / sIff !! / !@ df lj1fg tyf jftfj/0f 

ljifo k9fpFb} cfO/x]sf 5g\ . o; afx]s pgL cfwf/e"t txdf /
fli6«o k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if–cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgfn] lgdf{0f 
u/]sf] jftfj/0f ;+/If0f ljifos ;Gbe{ k':tsx¿ …k|s[ltsf] 
;Gb]zÚ / /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefun] k|sfzg 
u/]sf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf cfwfl/t …;+/If0f lzIffÚ k':tsx¿ klg 
k9fpF5g\ . …oL k':tsx¿n] o; If]qdf jftfj/0f, lxpF lrt'jf ;lxt 
jGohGt' ;+/If0fdf hgr]tgf clej[l4df pNn]Vo of]ubfg lb+b} 
cfPsf] 5Ú, e]if/fh eG5g\ . 

d':tfª g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg ePsf] dWo]sf] Ps lhNnf 
xf] . …ljBfnosf] ;do afx]s d lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f ultljlwdf 
;+nUg 5'Ú, e]if/fh eG5g\, …of] lxpF lrt'jfk|lt a9L nufj  eP/ 
lg xf] .Ú 

e]if/fhn] d':tfªsf] sfua]gL, n'k|f, hf]d;f]d, :ofª, dfkmf{, sf]jfª / 
3fF;fsf ljBfnox¿df ;~rflnt ljBfyL{ jftfj/0f ;d"x …u|Lgkmf];{ 
SnaÚ sf ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ ;d]6]/ :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6 ;ldlt u7g / 
kl/rfng ug{ dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf lgjf{x ul//x]sf 5g\  . …:sfp6 
ultljlw d'Vo u/L ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf ;xefuL 
u/fpg], r]tgf clej[l4 ug]{ / Ifdtf clej[l4 ug{ ;3fpg] p2]Zon] 
ul/Psf] 5Ú, e]if/fh eG5g\ . 

e]if/fhn] lxpF lrt'jf :sfp6 cg'udg lzlj/x¿sf] y'k|} cg'ejx¿ 
a6'n]sf 5g\ . To:tf lzlj/x¿ d':tfªsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] d'Vo 
jf;:yfgx¿ vf;ul/ #%))  ld6/dfly # lbg] cfjf;Lo / ! lbg] 
u}/cfjf;Lo ;~rfng x'g] u/]sf 5g\ . …o:tf] lzlj/ :yfgLo 
lu|gkmf];{ Snasf ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ nlIft u/L cfof]hgf ul/G5 hxfF 
lu|gkmf];{ Snasf sfo{;ldltsf ;b:o ^, & / * sf ljBfyL{x¿ 
;xefuL x'G5g\ . …ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfgd} nu]/ 
lxpF lrt'jfsf af/]df cled'lvs/0f ul/G5 . pgLx¿nfO{ lxpF 
lrt'jf, o;sf] jf;:yfg / cfxf/f ljifos lrqsnf, lgaGw / syf 
k|ltof]lutf cfof]hgf ul/G5 . lzlj/df lxpF lrt'jfsf] kblrGx 
cjnf]sg, lxpF lrt'jfsf] lb;f -:Sof6_ lrgfpg], Sofd/f 6«ofk 
/fVg] tl/sf l;sfOG5Ú, e]if/fh eG5g\ . 

lxpF lrt'jf ;DaGwL j}1flgs 1fg o:tf] vfn] lzlj/x¿af6 
ljBfyL{x¿sf] dfWodaf6 ;d'bfodf k|;f/ eO/x]sf]df e]if/fh 
;Gt'i6 5g\ . …lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg ePsf]n] oxfF o:tf] ultljlw 
lgoldt x'g' h¿/L 5Ú, pgL eG5g\ . 
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Interview

Snow Leopard Conservancy (SLC) Focuses
on the Five Priority Areas for 
Protecting Snow Leopards

Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson is the newly appointed 

executive director of Snow Leopard 

Conservancy (SLC). She joined SLC in 

2020, Ashleigh had 18 years of experience 

working in wildlife conservation. A native 

Floridian, she received a bachelor's degree 

from the University of Florida in zoology. 

After graduating, Ashleigh found her passion 

working with big cats at Busch Gardens and 

specializing with the Felid Taxon Advisory 

Group to advance the care, conservation, and 

management of all wild cats in AZA-accredited 

zoos. She received her master’s degree from 

the Royal Veterinary College and Zoological 

Society of London in wild animal biology. 

Ashleigh is leading a collaborative pilot 

initiative in Nepal to improve livestock health 

and herder livelihoods and reduce retaliatory 

killings of snow leopards related to livestock 

depredation. She shared her opinion on snow 

leopard conservation with  Anil Adhikari, 

an editorial team member of Snow Leopard 

Magazine.

Congratulations for the new role as executive director 

at Snow Leopard Conservancy

Thank you! I am humbled and honored to work alongside so 

many passionate and dedicated wildlife conservationists. 

Protecting our precious earth, all its inhabitants, and vital 

natural resources requires everyone and their unique 

talents. We all must work together, support each other and 

act now.  

Where do you envision SLC will be in 5 years?

Over the last two decades, SLC has built a foundation of 

groundbreaking snow leopard conservation initiatives, 

including pioneering innovative techniques in human-

wildlife coexistence and empowering local Indigenous 

leaders and communities to be the frontline guardians in 

protecting wildlife and their shared environment. SLC’s 

holistic approach considers the complex dynamics of 

human-wildlife dimensions, addressing root causes of 
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conservation challenges to facilitate lasting solutions that 

benefi t both snow leopards and people. 

The present moment provides both a challenge and an 

opportunity; we are living in a pivotal time in human history, 

which is changing rapidly. This begs the opportunity for 

each of us to take some time to reimagine what the future 

can be.  While there are signifi cant challenges we face yet, 

I do see a very bright future ahead.  

First, we must recognize the interconnection and 

interdependence of all life on earth and deepen the 

integration of what we value most in everyday practice.  

For me, that is elevating the value of all life, animals, 

humans, and living natural resources.  Therefore, we 

should realign wildlife conservation goals among other 

sustainable development goals at the same level of priority 

in large scale conservation planning and action.  Second, 

we should use a One Health approach to conservation, 

emphasizing the importance of human health, animal 

health, and ecosystem health.  If we move forward in this 

one way, I believe we can improve the health and wellbeing 

of all life on earth.  Lastly, I think, we need to take care of 

each other and learn from each other through connection, 

bridging local communities to global communities, to meet 

our greater conservation goals. 

I intend to honor the vision of SLC’s founders, Dr. Rodney 

Jackson and Darla Hillard, who have worked tirelessly 

for over the last four decades in promoting harmonized 

coexistence for snow leopards and mountain communities. 

I would like to enhance this by building upon collaborative 

eff orts to improve animal health and welfare, including 

both domestic animals and wild animals, and focus more 

on prevention of human-wildlife confl ict and community-

led conservation initiatives.  I would also like to foster 

greater collaboration among snow leopard conservation 

practitioners range wide working in human-wildlife 

coexistence through more sharing of best practice confl ict 

mitigation techniques, educational, spiritual, and cultural 

initiatives, ensuring equity in representation of local voices 

living with snow leopards. 

What is the most challenging part for Snow leopard 

conservation and how do you plan to handle it?

There are so many priorities in snow leopard conservation 

making overall organization challenging as well as fi nancing 

each of these conservation initiatives. For example, we have 

immediate threats to snow leopard lives, such as human-

wildlife confl ict and poaching and longer-term threats, 

such as unsustainable development and climate change.  It 

can be daunting to approach the entirety of the challenge, 

but fortunately we have many snow leopard conservation 

organizations working on these goals under Global Snow 

Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP) 

initiatives.  I am looking forward to working together with 

these organizations to prioritize activities and secure large-

scale fi nancing to tackle this very complex issue using a 

360-degree approach.  

What are the fi ve highest priority areas to protect the 
snow leopard?

SLC focuses on the fi ve priority areas for protecting snow 
leopards, targeted mostly at the community level for local 
people living with snow leopards. 

Snow Leopard Conservancy Has New Leadership

US-based non-profi t organization, Snow Leopard 
Conservancy (SLC) has changed its leadership portfolio.

Ms. Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson has been selected as the 
SLC's incoming executive director. Before joining SLC's 
team in April 2020 as the vice president, Ashleigh held  
leadership roles with AZA-accredited Zoos and with 
the FelidTaxon Advisory Group, leading wild cat health, 
welfare, and conservation initiatives. 

As Conservancy Founder Dr. Rodney Jackson steps away 
from the day-to-day operations, he will be taking a new 
role as president of the board of directors, focusing 
on special projects and fundraising,  and helping the 
executive director and SLC's board further elevate 
SLC's profi le as an innovative leader in the conservation 

of snow leopards and advancement of community livelihoods. Mr. Raja Bhadury is the incoming vice president 
of the board of directors and will be supporting  this leadership transition. Ms. Caroline Gable of Shared Earth 
Foundation has served as board president since SLC's inception in 2010 and will remain on the Board.
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Human-Wildlife Confl ict Prevention & Mitigation – 
Facilitation of predator deterrent tools (e.g., Foxlights, 
solar fences, livestock-safe corrals) and instruction to 
reduce livestock depredation, thereby building coexistence 
between herders, snow leopards, and other predators, 
such as wolves. This includes developing innovative, cost-
eff ective techniques that are accessible and scalable in 
these remote areas. 

Conservation Education– Facilitation of environmental 
and conservation education emphasizing the ecological 
signifi cance of snow leopards and how to preserve and 
protect them aimed at children, adults, parents, community 
members, herders, and local and governmental offi  cials 
in both rural and urban settings. Mentoring the next 
generation of local conservation leaders is critical to create 
lasting change and sustain snow leopard conservation in 
the long term. 

Diversifi ed sustainable livelihoods that save snow leopards 
– We practice elements of Appreciative Participatory 
Planning and Action (APPA) planning with villagers to help 
identify opportunities for community-led solutions that 
align the protection of snow leopards with conservation-
linked local livelihoods. 

Traditional Cultures & Sacred Species – SLC facilitates 
the 100 + member Land of Snow Leopard (LOSL) Network 
across fi ve regions of Central Asia. LOSL creates pathways 
for Indigenous Cultural Practitioners to be equal partners 
in planning at all levels and in community snow leopard 
conservation and education programs.  

Collaboration, Capacity Building, & Advocacy – Working 
together with the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem 
Protection Program (GSLEP) and other governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations active in snow leopard 
conservation, we can align our priorities and secure large-
scale conservation fi nancing.  SLC can help strengthen 
local institutions and resource allocation for targeted 
conservation initiatives at the community level which 
could make a big diff erence at the most local level for 
herders and snow leopards.  We can also help identify areas 
of opportunity for capacity building with governmental 
and nongovernmental organizations and independent 
conservation practitioners working at the mid-level to 
ensure they have the resources that they need to work 
eff ectively between both levels.

Do you think livestock insurance is an important factor 
to reduce livestock depredation caused by snow leopard 
and wolves?

Yes, livestock insurance can be very eff ective to off set 
fi nancial losses from livestock depredation to supplement 
government compensation assistance programs. However, 
it does not address the root cause of the threat to livestock, 
herders’ primary livelihood, and could still perpetuate 
potential confl ict. I would like to see the emphasis be 
placed more on prevention through techniques that 

focus on keeping both livestock and predators safe, not 
just compensation or insurance as a reaction to losses or 
confl ict.  

What should be your strategy to collaborate with the 
local Nepalese government in community-based snow 
leopard conservation initiatives?

We are collaborating with rural municipalities to help 
increase targeted resources to community members for 
supporting snow leopard conservation initiatives. By 
helping facilitate the strengthening of local institutional 
capacity and promoting more collaboration between 
organizations working in wildlife conservation and animal/
public health and natural resource management, we may be 
able to create a better way forward that is more equitable, 
resilient, and sustainable for us all. 

What should be done to reduce the killing of snow 
leopards?  Can SLC play any supporting role to initiate 
a snow leopard census that most of the snow leopard 
range countries have not executed so far except Bhutan 
and India? Do you think this is important to snow leopard 
conservation? 

As one of the partner organizations of the Global Snow 
Leopard Ecosystem and Ecosystem Protection Program 
(GSLEP), Snow Leopard Conservancy supports researchers 
and conservation practitioners protecting snow leopards, 
from each individual cat to the population as a whole. GSLEP 
has endorsed a standard methodology to do this through 
the Population Assessment of the World’s Snow leopards 
(PAWS), using camera trap technology.  This method, used 
in combination with genetic sampling from DNA scat 
analysis, would allow for the most accurate census. 

SLC is focusing on saving snow leopard lives from confl ict 
with herders over livestock depredation and promoting 
compassionate coexistence among communities living with 
snow leopards, wolves, and wild herbivores. One solution 
could be to recruit passionate local citizen scientists that 
can be trained to monitor wildlife and participate in the 
PAWS. In communities where SLC partners work, when we 
see snow leopard mothers with multiple healthy subadult 
cubs thriving and an adequate prey base living peacefully 
with communities who tolerate their presence, we see that 
as a good indicator as well.

    One Health Approach

One health is a collaborative, multisectoral, and 

transdisciplinary approach-working at the local, 

regional, national, and global levels-with the goal 

of achieving optimal health outcomes recognizing 

the interconnection between people, animals, 

plants, and their shared environment. 
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lxp“ lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0f ug{ 
P;Pn;Ln] kfFr k|fyldstf If]qx¿df Wofg lbG5

PZnL n'Th–g]N;g :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L 

-P;Pn;L__ sf] gof“ lgo'Qm sfo{sf/L lgb]{zs 

x'g\ .  pgL @)@) df P;Pn;L;“u cfj4 ePsL 

x'g\ . PZnL;“u jGohGt' ;+/If0f If]qdf sfd 

u/]sf] !* jif{sf] cg'ej 5 . pgn] nf]l/8f 

ljZjljBfnoaf6 k|f0fLzf:qdf :gfts u/]sL 

l5g\ . :gfts ul/;s]kl5, PZnLn] a'z uf8]{gdf 

h·nL la/fnf]x¿af/] sfd ubf{ To; sfdk|lt tLj| 
hf]z / pT;fx e]6fOg\ / Ph]8P= – dfGotf k|fKt 
lrl8ofvfgfx¿df h·nL la/fn]fx¿sf] x]/rfx, 
;+/If0f / Joj:yfkgnfO{ cufl8 a9fpg km]ln8 
6\ofS;g ;Nnfxsf/ ;d"x;“u ljz]if1tf xfl;n 
ul/g\ . pgn] /f]on e]6]l/g/L sn]h / nG8gsf] 
h'nf]lhsn ;f];fO6Laf6 h·nL hGt' ;DaGwL  
hLjlj1fgdf :gftsf]Q/ ul/g\ . PZnL xfn g]kfndf 
kz'wgsf] :jf:Yo / uf]7fnfx¿sf] hLljsf]kfh{g ;'wf/ 
ug{ tyf kz'wgsf] gf]S;fgL;“u ;DalGwt lxp“ lrt'jfsf] 
k|ltzf]wfTds awnfO{ sd ug{ ;xof]ufTds sfo{sf] 
g]t[Tj ul//x]sL l5g\ . pgn] lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{sf] 
af/]df cfgf] ljrf/ lxp“ lrt'jf klqsfsf] ;DkfbsLo 
6f]nL ;b:o clgn clwsf/LnfO{ ;femf u/]sL l5g\  .

cGt{jftf{

P;Pn;Lsf] sfo{sf/L lgb]{zssf] gof“ e"ldsfsf] nflu awfO{ 5 Û

wGojfb Û d olt w]/} hf]l;nf / ;dlk{t jGohGt' 
;+/If0fsdL{x¿;Fu sfd ug{ kfpFbf ;Ddflgt dx;'; ul//x]]sL 
5' . xfd|f] ax'd"No k[YjL, o;sf ;a} afl;Gbfx¿ / dxTjjk"0f{ 
k|fs[lts ;|f]tx¿sf] ;+/If0f  ug{ ;a}hgf / pgLx¿sf] clåtLo 
k|ltefx¿ rflxG5 . xfdL ;a} ldn]/ sfd ug{'k5{, Pscsf{nfO{ 
;dy{g ug{'k5{ / ca 7f]z sbd rfNg'k5{ .

casf] % jif{df P;Pn;LnfO{ s;/L nUg] ;f]Rg' ePsf] 5 <

ljut b'O{ bzsx¿df, P;Pn;Ln] dfgj / jGohGt'sf] ;x–
cl:tTjdf gofF k|ljlwx¿ ckgfpg] tyf jGohGt' / ltgLx¿sf] 
;femf jftfj/0fsf] ;+/If0fdf cu|k+lQmdf ;+/Ifs aGg :yfgLo 
cflbjf;L d'lvofx¿ / ;d'bfox¿nfO{ ;zQm agfpg] nufotsf 
lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f kxnx¿sf] cfwf/zLnf lgdf{0f u/]sf] 5 . 
P;Pn;Lsf] ;du| b[li6sf]0fn] dfgj–jGohGt' cfofdx¿sf] 

hl6n ultzLntfnfO{ ljrf/ ub{5 ;fy;fy} ;+/If0f r'gf}tLx¿sf] 
d"n sf/0fx¿nfO{ ;Daf]wg ub}{ lxpF lrt'jf / dflg;x¿ b'j}nfO{ 
kmfObf k'Ug] lbuf] ;dfwfgx¿sf] ;'ljwf k|bfg ub{5 .

clxn] eO/x]sf] If0fn] r'gf}tL / cj;/ b'j} k|bfg ub{5 . Tof] s] 
eg], xfdL dfgj Oltxf;sf] Ps lg0ff{os ;dodf afFlr/x]sf 
5f}F, h'g b|'t ¿kdf kl/jt{g x'Fb}5 . o;n] xfdL k|To]snfO{ eljio 
s:tf] x'g ;S5 eg]/ k'gM sNkgf ug{ s]xL ;do lgsfNg] 
cj;/sf] dfu ub{5 . 

klxnf], xfdLn] k[YjLdf ePsf ;a} hLjx¿sf] cGt/;DaGw tyf 
cGt/lge{/tfsf] klxrfg ug'{kb{5 / b}lgs Jojxf/df xfdLnfO{ 
d"Nojfg\ nfUg] s'/fx¿nfO{ dha't agfpg'kb{5 . d]/f] nflu, 
;a} hLjg, hgfj/, dfgj / hLljt k|fs[lts ;|f]tx¿sf] d"NonfO{ 
dfly p7fpg' eg]sf] Tolx g} xf] . t;y{, xfdLn] jGohGt' 
;+/If0fsf nIox¿nfO{ cGo lbuf] ljsf; nIox¿;Fu} 7"nf 
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:t/sf ;+/If0f of]hgf / sfo{df pxL k|fyldstfsf] :t/df k'g;{+/rgf 
ug{'k5{ . bf];|f], xfdLn] dfgj :jf:Yo, kz' :jf:Yo / kof{j/0f 
:jf:y sf] dxTjnfO{ hf]8 lbFb} ;+/If0fsf] nflu Ps–:jf:Yo 
b[li6sf]0fsf] k|of]u ug{'k5{ . olb xfdL Ps} tl/sfdf cufl8 
a9\of}F eg], xfdL k[YjLdf ;a} hLjgsf] :jf:Yo / sNof0f ;'wf/ 
ug{ ;S5f}+ eg]/ dnfO{ ljZjf; 5 . cGtdf, xfd|f j[xQ/ ;+/If0fsf 
nIox¿ k"/f ug{ xfdLn] :yfgLo ;d'bfox¿nfO{ ljZjJofkL 
;d'bfox¿;Fu hf]8\b} Pscsf{sf] Vofn /fVg'k5{ / ;DaGwx¿sf] 
dfWodaf6 Pscsf{af6 l;Sg'k5{ . 

Ps :jf:Yo cjwf/0ff

Ps :jf:y ;xof]ufTds, ax'If]qLo / PseGbf a9L 1fgsf] 
k|;f/ ug]{ Pp6f cjwf/0ff xf] h;n] :yfgLo, If]qLo, /fli6«o 
/ cGt/f{li6«o :t/df sfd ub}{ dfgj, kz'kG5L, af]6la¿jf 
/ pgLx¿aLrsf] cGt;{DaGw / pgLx¿n] ;femf u/]sf] 
jftfj/0fsf] klxrfg ub}{ clwstd pknAwL xfl;n ug]{ nIo 
/fVb5 .  

d P;Pn;Lsf ;+:yfksx¿ 8f= /8\gL HofS;g / 8fnf{ lxnf8{n] 
lxpF lrt'jf / lxdfnL ;d'bfox¿sf] ;fd+h:ok"0f{ ;xcl:tTjnfO{ 
k|j4{g ug{ ljut rf/ bzsb]lv u/]sf] cys k|of;nfO{ ;Ddfg 
ug{ rfxG5' . d o;nfO{ a9fpFb} 3/kfn'jf ufOj:t' / jGohGt' 
b'j}sf] kz' :jf:Yo / sNof0fnfO{ bofo"Qm efjgfn] ;'wf/ ug{ 
;xof]uL k|of;x¿ lgdf{0f ub}{ dfgj–jGohGt' åGåsf] /f]syfd 
/ ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f lqmofsnfkx¿df yk s]lGb|t 
/xg rfxG5' . d dfgj–jGohGt' ;xcl:tTjdf åGå Go"gLs/0f 
k|ljlwx¿sf pTs[i6 cEof;x¿, z}lIfs, cfWoflTds / ;f+:s[lts 
kxnx¿sf] clws ;fem]bf/Lsf] dfWodaf6 lxpF lrt'jf;Fu Pp6} 

jf;:yfg ;femf u/L a:g] :yfgLo cfjfhx¿sf] k|ltlglwTjdf 
;dfgtf ;'lglZrt ub}{ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f cEof;stf{x¿ aLr 
Jofks ;xsfo{nfO{ a9fjf lbg rfxG5' .

lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] nflu ;a}eGbf r'gf}tLk"0f{ kIf s] xf] < / 
tkfO{+n] o;nfO{ s;/L ;DxfNg] of]hgf agfpg'ePsf] 5 <

lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf w]/} k|fyldstfx¿ 5g\ h;n] ;du| ;+u7g 
tyf k|To]s ;+/If0f kxnx¿nfO{ ljQkf]if0f ug{ r'gf}tLk"0f{ agfpF5 . 
pbfx/0fsf nflu, dfgj–jGohGt' åGå / rf]/L lzsf/h:tf lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] hLjgnfO{ ;+s6df kfg]{ tTsfnsf vt/fx¿sf cnfjf 
ljsf; tyf hnjfo' kl/jt{g h:tf bL3{sfnLg vt/fx¿ klg 
xfdL;Fu 5g\ . ;Dk"0f{ ¿kdf r'gf}tLsf] ;fdgf ug{ sl7g x'g 
;S5, t/ efUojz xfdL;Fu Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ Osf]l;:6d P08 
k|f]6]Szg k|f]u|fd 

-hLP;PnOkL_ cGtu{t oL nIox¿df sfd ug]{ lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0fd"ns ;+:yfx¿ w]/} 5g\ . d oL ;+:yfx¿;Fu #^)–l8u|L 
b[li6sf]0f k|of]u u/L cfjZos ultljlwx¿nfO{ k|fyldstf lbg / 
7"nf–7"nf cfly{s ;xof]u ;'/lIft u/L oL w]/} hl6n d'2fx¿nfO{ 
;Daf]wg ug]{ sfd ug{ tTk/ 5' .

lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu pRr k|fyldstfsf kf“r If]qx¿ s] s] 
x'g\<

P;Pn;L lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;'/Iffsf nflu kfFr k|fyldstfsf If]qx¿df 
s]lGb|t 5, h'g d'Votof ;fd'bflos :t/df lxpF lrt'jf;Fu a:g] 
:yfgLo dflg;x¿nfO{ nlIft ul/Psf 5g\ .

dfgj–jGohGt' åGå /f]syfd / Go"gLs/0f – l;sf/L jGohGt' 
k|lt/f]ws pks/0fx¿sf] ;'ljwf -h:t}, kmS;nfO6, ;f}o{ tf/af/, 

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L]n] kfof] gof“ g]t[Tj
cd]l/sfl:yt u}/;/sf/L ;+:yf :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ n] cfˆgf] 
g]t[Tj kl/jt{g u/]sf] 5 . 

P;Pn;Lsf] gofF sfo{sf/L lgb]{zsdf oZnL n'ThÞ–g]N;g rog ePsL 
l5g\ . P;Pn;Ldf @)&^ sf] r}qdf k|j]z ug{'cl3 oZnLn] Ph]8P–dfGotf k|fKt 
h]8cf]P; / k]mln8 6\ofS;f]gf]lds P8\efOh/L u|'k -la/fnf k|hfltsf] jlu{s/0f 
;DaGwL cWoog\ ug]{ ;Nnfxsf/ ;d"x_ ;Fu h+unL la/fnf] hfltsf] :jf:Yo, 
sNof0f / ;+/If0fsf] If]qdf sfd ul/;s]sL l5g\ .

P;Pn;Lsf ;+:yfks /8\gL HofS;gn] b}lgs sfdsfhaf6 labf lnFb} af]8{sf] 
k|d'vsf] ¿kdf sfd ug]{5g\ . pgn] ljz]if cfof]hgfx¿ / cfly{s ;+sngsf 
If]qdf sfd ug]{5g\ . ;fy}, P;Pn;Lsf] pGglt nufot lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] 
If]qdf cem} kl/:s[t g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf j[l4 ug{ lgb]{zs af]8{nfO{ ;3fpg] 
/ ;fd'bflos hLljsf]kfh{g pTyfgdf klg pgsf] of]ubfg /xg] 5 . >L /fhf 
efb'8L lgb]{zs d08nsf pkfWoIf x'g\ . / pgn] of] g]t[Tj kl/jt{gnfO{ 
;xof]u ug]{5g\ . z]o/ cy{ kmfp08];gsL ;'>L Sof/f]lng u}ann] @)^& 
;fnb]lv @)&* ;Dd P;Pn;Lsf] ;efkltsf] x}l;otn] sfd ul/g\ . pgL 
xfn P;Pn;L af]8{sL 6«i6L x'g\ .  

klqsfsf] ;Dkfbs d08n gjlgo'Qm ;b:ox¿nfO{ awfO{ Pj+ z'esfdgf JoQm 
ub{5 . 

Photo Source : Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson
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kz'wg ;'/lIft vf]/x¿_ / kz'wg x|f; sd ug{ lgb]{zg h;n] 
uf]7fnf, lxpF lrt'jf / cGo lzsf/L h:t} AjfF;f] aLr ;xcl:tTj 
lgdf{0f ub{5 . o;df oL b'u{d If]qx¿df kx'Frof]Uo / dfkg
of]Uo gjLg, nfut–k|efjL k|ljlwx¿ ljsf; ug]{ sfo{ ;dfj]z 
5g\ .

;+/If0f lzIff – lxpF lrt'jfsf] h}ljs dxTj tyf u|fdL0f / zx/L 
b'j} kl/j]zx¿df afnaflnsf, jo:s, cleefjs, ;d'bfosf 
;b:ox¿, uf]7fnf tyf :yfgLo / ;/sf/L clwsf/Lx¿nfO{ 
nlIft u/L pgLx¿nfO{ s;/L ;+/If0f ug]{ / hf]ufpg] eGg] 
s'/fdf hf]8 lbg] jftfj/0fLo / ;+/If0f lzIffsf] ;xhLs/0f . 
:yfgLo ;+/If0f cu'jfx¿sf] cfufdL k':tfx¿nfO{ plrt ;Nnfx 
lbg] sfd lbuf] kl/jt{g l;h{gf ug{ / lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fnfO{ 
bL3{sfnLg ¿kdf lbuf] agfpgsf] nflu dxTjk"0f{ 5 .

ljljwtfk"0f{ lbuf] hLljsf]kfhg{ h;n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ arfpFb5 – xfdL 
ufpFn]x¿;Fu ldn]/ k|z+;gLo ;xeflutfd"ns of]hgf / sfo{ 
-cKkf_ sf] cEof; ub{5f}+ . of] ;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;dfwfgsf 
cj;/x?sf]  klxrfg ug{sf] nflu xf] hf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fnfO{ 
;+/If0f;Fu hf]l8Psf :yfgLo hLljsf]kfh{g;Fu hf]8\g d2t ub{5 . 

k/Dk/fut ;+:s[lt / kljq k|hfltx¿ – P;Pn;Ln] dWo Plzofsf 
kfFr If]qx¿df !)) eGbf a9L  ;b:o ePsf] NofG8 ckm :gf] 
n]k8{ -Pncf]P;Pn_ ;~hfnsf] ;xhLs/0f ub{5  . Pncf]P;Pnn] 
cflbjf;L ;fF:s[lts cEof;stf{x¿nfO{ ;a} txdf of]hgf agfpFbf 
/ ;fd'bflos :t/Lo lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f / lzIff sfo{qmdx¿df 
;dfg ;fem]bfl/tfsf nflu dfu{x¿ l;h{gf ub{5 .

;xof]u, Ifdtf lgdf{0f / jsfnt – Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]
l;:6d k|f]6]Szg k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnOkL_ / lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf 
;lqmo cGo ;/sf/L / u}/;/sf/L ;+:yfx¿;Fu ldn]/ sfd 
ub}{, xfdL xfd|f k|fyldstfx¿ klÍ\ta4 ug{ / 7"nf] dfqfdf 
;+/If0fsf nfuL ljlQo ;xof]u ;'/lIft ug{ ;S5f}F . P;Pn;Ln] 
:yfgLo ;+:yfx¿nfO{ alnof] agfpg / ;d'bfo–:t/df nlIft 
;+/If0f sfo{qmdx¿sf] nflu ;|f]t ljlgof]hg ug{ d2t ug{ ;S5 
h;n] uf]7fnfx¿ / lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf nflu :yfgLo :t/df 7"nf] 
km/s kfg{ ;S5 . xfdL dWo–:t/df sfd ul//x]sf ;/sf/L, 
u}/;/sf/L ;+:yfx¿ / :jtGq ;+/If0fsdL{nfO{ pgLx¿sf] Ifdtf 
lgdf{0fsf nflu cj;/sf If]qx¿ klxrfg ug{ / pgLx¿;Fu b'j} 
txsf aLr k|efjsf/L ¿kdf sfd ug{ cfjZos kg]{ ;|f]tx¿ 5g\ 
ls 5}gg\ eGg] ;'lglZrt ug{ ;xof]u ug{ ;S5f}F .

s] tkfO{+nfO{  lxp“ lrt'jf / Ajf“;f]sf sf/0f x'g] kz'wg IfltnfO{ sd 
ug{ kz' aLdf dxTjk"0f{ sf/s xf] h:tf] nfU5 <

xf], kz'wg x|f;af6 x'g] cfly{s 3f6f k"lt{ ug{sf] nflu ;/sf/L 
Ifltk"lt{ ;xof]u sfo{qmdx¿sf] k"/ssf] ¿kdf kz'wg aLdf 

w]/} k|efjsf/L x'g ;S5 . oBlk, o;n] kz'wg / uf]7fnfx¿sf] 
k|fylds hLljsfk|lt vt/fsf] d"n sf/0fnfO{ ;Daf]wg ub}{g / cem} 
klg ;Defljt åGånfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbg ;S5 . xflg jf åGåsf] 
k|ltlqmofsf] ¿kdf Ifltk"lt{ jf aLdf dfq geO{ kz'wg / l;sf/L 
jGohGt' b'j}nfO{ ;'/lIft /fVg] k|ljlwx¿ dfkm{t /f]syfddf yk 
hf]8 lbOPsf] b]Vg rfxG5' .

;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0f kxndf :yfgLo g]kfn 
;/sf/;“u ;xsfo{ ug{ tkfO{sf] /0fgLlt s] x'g'k5{ <

xfdL lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f kxnx¿nfO{ ;dy{g ug{sf] nfuL 
;d'bfosf ;b:ox¿nfO{ nlIft ;|f]tx¿ a9fpg d2t ug{ 
ufpFkflnsfx¿;Fu ;xsfo{ ub}{5f}F . :yfgLo ;+:yfut Ifdtfsf] 
;'b[9Ls/0f / jGohGt' ;+/If0f, kz'÷hg:jf:Yo / k|fs[lts ;|f]t 
Joj:yfkgdf sfd ug]{ ;+:yfx¿ aLr yk ;xsfo{nfO{ k|jb{\wg 
ug{ d2t u/]/, xfdL ;a}sf nflu yk ;dtfd"ns, pTYffgzLn / 
lbuf] x'g] /fd|f] af6f] l;h{gf ug{ ;Ifd x'g ;S5f}F . 

lxp“ lrt'jf dfg]{ sfo{  Go"gLs/0f ug{ s] ug'{k5{ < e'6fg / ef/t 
afx]s clwsf+z lxp“ lrt'jf kfOg] b]zx¿n] clxn];Dd sfof{Gjog 
gu/]sf] lxp“ lrt'jf u0fgf ;'¿ ug{ P;=Pn;Ln] s'g} ;xof]uL e"ldsf 
v]Ng ;S5 <

s] tkfO{+nfO{ lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] nflu of] dxQ\jk"0f{ 5 h:tf] 
nfU5<

Unf]an :gf] n]k8{ P08 Osf]l;:6d k|f]6]Szg k|f]u|fd -hLP;PnO{kL_ 
sf] Ps ;fem]bf/ ;+:yfsf] ¿kdf, P;Pn;Ln] k|To]s 
la/fnf]b]lv ;Dk"0f{ k|hflt;Dd lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
ug]{ cg';Gwfgstf{x¿ / ;+/If0fsdL{x¿nfO{ ;dy{g 
ub{5 . hL P;PnO{kLn] Sofd]/f 6«Øfk k|ljlw k|of]u u/L ljZjsf] lxpF 
lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+Vof lgwf{/0f -kLP8An'P;_ kxn dfkm{t of] ug{sf] 
nflu Ps dfgs k4ltnfO{ ;dy{g u/]sf] 5 . lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
lb;fsf] 8LPgP ljZn]if0faf6 cfg'j+lzs gd"gf;Fusf] ;+of]hg 
k|of]u x'g] of] ljlw, ;a}eGbf 7Ls u0fgf  k4lt x'g]5 . 

P;Pn;L lxpF lrt'jfsf] hLjgnfO{ kz'wg Ifltsf] sf/0faf6 
x'g] uf]7fnfx¿;Fusf] åGåaf6 arfpg / lxpF lrt'jf, AjfF;f] 
/ h+unL zfsfxf/L hGt'x¿;Fu a:g] ;d'bfox¿ aLr 
cf/fdbfos ;x–cl:tTj k|j4{g ug{ s]lGb|t 5 . jGohGt'sf] 
cg'udg ug{ tflnd lbg ;lsg] / ljZjsf] lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] 
;+Vof lgwf{/0f kxndf ;xefuL x'g ;Sg] hf]zLnf :yfgLo 
gful/s cGj]ifs -l;l6hg ;fOlG6i6_ x¿ etL{ ug{' Pp6f ;dfwfg 
x'g ;S5 . P;Pn;Lsf ;fem]bf/x¿n] sfd ug]{ ;d'bfox¿df 
ha xfdLn] zflGtk"0f{ ¿kdf a;]sf] dfp lxpF lrt'jf ;Fu} w]/} :j:y 
k"0f{ jo:s ge};s]sf 8d¿x¿ / kof{Kt lzsf/ cfwf/ b]V5f}F / 
logsf] pkl:yltnfO{ ;d'bfox¿n] klg ;lx/x]sf 5g\, ta xfdL 
o;nfO{ /fd|f] ;"rssf] ¿kdf klg b]V5f}F .
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The Unforgettable
snow leopard 
Captured 
in Manang

MEMOIR

     – Om Gurung

On September 17, 2014, during the snow leopard research 
that Madhu Chetri was doing for his PhD, we camped at 
Lepche Kharka in Manang. Sudip Adhikari (former offi ce-in-
charge at ACAP-Manang, a young local herder, and myself,  
were on the team. It was 4 pm; we were divided in two 
teams, Sudip and me, and the other Madhu Chhetri and the 
local herder. While leaving the camp, we planned to meet at 
a certain location after circling the hills. 

Sudip and I were walking together. The dense fog caused by 
continuous rain into the afternoon the previous day made it 
diffi cult to see even close-up. It was already 6 pm. However, 
as the fog slowly cleared, it seemed to get bright. Sudip 
wanted to go back, but I told him that we ought to go a little 
higher. After he handed me his camera, he moved straight 
and instructed me to head upward and move towards him.  

I moved on. Slowly the clouds parted, and it was brighter. At 
200 meters I saw a snow leopard shaking its head.  Vultures 
were seen a little higher. It really was a snow leopard. It had 
just hunted a blue sheep and was holding it by the neck.
The snow leopard was at about 4800 meters. “What luck, 
now I can take photos” I was thinking in my mind with joy. 
I moved a bit ahead, but the snow leopard suddenly came 
towards me from 200 meters away. I clicked the photographs 
continuously. It stopped and stood still. I was looking at him 
from the lower terrace. The distance between us was just 2 
meters, and then I felt that it might attack. 

I moved back slowly, because it is said that one should 
take 1-2 steps back when a tiger is encountered at close 
distance. It was standing still. I shouted saying, “Sudip sir”, and 
went down around 50 meters and ran.  Looking backward, 
snapping photographs and running downwards, I arrived at 
the tented camp set at 4000 meters and told the story that 
I witnessed to my colleagues. I showed Madhu sir, the images 

of the snow leopard I caught on camera.  We planned to go 
back to the same place the next morning and then slept.

The next morning at 3:00 am, Dr. Chetri, Sudip and I were 
going to the  site where the snow leopard had killed the 
blue sheep. It was not possible to hide ourselves and take 
photographs due to low fog. We saw an animal walking from 
a distance but could not ascertain whether it was a snow 
leopard, fox, or a wolf. We placed two camera traps facing 
towards the carcass. Dr. Chetri went to one side, Sudeep  
went to the upper terrace, and I stayed in the lower terrace. 
It was still early morning, and we gathered at one place. It 
was frigid, so I told them I would return to the camp and 
sleep.  Both Madhu and Sudeep stayed at a distance and 
chased away those vultures. But they did not see the snow 
leopard. I again joined the team around 3:00 pm. 

Dr. Madhu Chhetri said that the snow leopard will not come 
and to take out the cameras and return to the camp. We 
took off the cameras, went back to the camp, and checked 
the memory card. While checking the images on our laptop, 
we could only see the vultures. However, at the end, a snow 
leopard was seen feeding on the carcass. While they were 
sitting on the cliff, the snow leopard came and fed but went 
unnoticed. 

I requested Dr. Madhu Chhetrito revisit the place the next day. 
We visited the carcass site from a different route, but there 
was no carcass at the site. A little further, the snow leopard 
was lying on the ground. We started watching him from a 
rock crevice lying about 100 meters away.  We noticed the 
carcass was just below the terrace in which we were lying. 
I wondered how the leopard recognized our movements. It 
stood up and started staring at us. I was seeing it with my 
naked eyes, however, could not see it with the camera. Dr. 
Chetri videographed shot video. 

But I am very upset that I was not able to shoot video at 
that time.

I consider that closeup picture of the snow leopard as my 
achievement in the fi eld of conservation.

(This composition was prepared by Anil Adhikari on the basis of the audio 
recording of the conversation Naresh Kusi and Savita Gurung had with 

Om Gurung in Manang)
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;+:d/0f

dgfªdfsf] lvlrPsf] 

Tof] clj:d/0fLo 
lxpF lrt'jf Û

     – cf]d u'¿ª 

@)&! ;fnsf] c;f]h ! ut]sf] lbg dw' If]qLn] cfˆgf] 
ljBfjfl/lwsf] nflu ul//xg' ePsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] cg';Gwfgsf] 
qmddf xfdL dgfªl:yt gf/sf] n]Kr] vs{df lzlj/ /fv]/ 
a;]sf lyof}+ . 6f]nLdf 8f= dw' If]qL, PSofk÷dgfªsf tflTsflng 
sfof{no k|d'v ;'lbk clwsf/L, d, / Pshgf :yfgLo uf]7fnf 
efO lyof}+, a]n'sf $ ah]sf] lyof] . xfdL b'O{ ;d"xx¿df afFl8of}+–
Pp6fdf ;'lbk ;/ / d, clg csf]{df dw' ;/ / :yfgLo uf]7fnf 
efO{ . lzlj/af6 lgl:sg] a]nf xfdLn] cln k/sf] 8fF8fnfO{ 3'd]/ 
Pp6f lglZrt 7fpFdf e]6\g] of]hgf agfof}+ . 

;'lbk clwsf/L / d ;Fu} lx8\b} lyof} . cl3Nnf] lbgsf] / To; 
lbgsf] lbpF;f] ;Ddsf] em/Ln] xf]nf afSn]f s'lx/f]n] glhs} klg 
b]Vg d'l:sn kl//x]sf] lyof] . ;fFem ^ alh;s]sf] lyof], t/ 
la:tf/} s'lx/f] x6\b} ubf{ pHofnf] b]lvg yfn]sf] lyof] . ;'lbk 
clwsf/Ln] kms{g] s'/f ug'{ eof] t/ d}n] cln dfly;Dd hfcf}+ 
eg]+ . pxfFn] cfk"m t];f]{ hfg] / dnfO{ dfly uP/ Tot} cfpg' eGb} 
cfˆgf] Sofd/f lbg' eof] . 

d cl3 a9]+ . la:tf/} afbn kmf6\of] / cln pmHofnf] eof] . d}n] @)) 
ld6/ k/ Pp6f lxpF lrt'jfn] 6fpsf] xNnfPsf] h:tf] b]v]+ . cln 
dfly lu4x¿ b]lvP . Tof] jf:tjd} lxpF lrt'jf /x]5 . gfp/ ev{/ 
9fn]/ p;sf] 3fF6L cF7\ofO/x]sf] lyof] . Tof] sl/a $,*)) ld6/df 
lyof] . …cf]xf] d]/f] sqf] efUo Û ca kmf]6f] lvRg kfOof]ÛÚ dgdg} 
slNk+b} dSv k/]+ . 

…af3b]lv hlxNo} !–@ sbd k5fl8 ;g'{Ú eGg] u/]sf] ;'g]sf]n] d 
la:tf/} kl5 ;b}{ uPF . pm ToxL+sf] ToxL+ lyof] . ‘;'lbk ;/’ eGb} 
s/fpFb} em08} %) ld6/ tn em/]kl5 d bf}+8]+ . k5fl8 kms{+b} kmf]6f] 
lvRb} tn bf}8\b} d ToxfFaf6 $))) ld6/df /flvPsf] lzlj/ -6]G6_ 
df cfPF / ;/x¿nfO{ cfk"mn] b]v]sf] j[QfGt ;'gfPF . dw' ;/nfO{ 
Sofd/fdf s}b ePsf lxpF lrt'jfsf tl:j/x¿ b]vfPF . xfdLn] 
ef]lnkN6 laxfg} ToxL 7fpFdf k]ml/ hfg] of]hgf agfof}+ / ;'Tof}+ .  

Eff]lnkN6 laxfg tLg ah] dw' ;/, ;'lbk ;/ / d lxpF lrt'jfn] gfp/ 
df/]sf] 7fpFlg/ hfFb} lyof}+ . s'lx/f] sd ePsf] sf/0f cfk"mnfO{ 
n'sfpg] / tl:j/  lvRg] jftfj/0f ToxfF lyPg . Pp6f hgfj/ 
lx+8]sf] 6f9}af6 b]Vof}+ t/ lem;ld;]df Tof] lxpF lrt'jf xf], of :ofn jf 
AjfF;f] 7Dofpg ;lsPg . xfdLn] l;g'lt/ kmsf{P/ b'Oj6f Sofd/f 
6«Øfkx¿ /fVof}+ . dw' ;/ Psflt/ hfg' eof] . ;'lbk ;/ dflylt/ 
hfg'eof], / d tnlt/ a;]+ . laxfgsf] lem;ld;]df To;kl5 
xfdL Ps 7fpFdf hDdf eof}+ . Psbd s7\ofª\u|Lg] hf8f] / lr;f] 
lyof] . d lzlj/ kms]{/ ;'T5' eg]/ lx8]+ . ;/x¿ cln k/ a:g' 
eP5 . lu4x¿n] l;g'df emlD+6bf nv]6\g' eP5 . t/ lxpF lrt'jf b]Vg 
kfpg' ePg5 . d lbpF;f] tLg ah]lt/ k]ml/ l;g' ePlt/ uPF .  …ca lxpF 
lrt'jf cfpFb}g, Sofd/f lgsfnf}+ / lzlj/df kmsf}{+’ eg]/ dw' ;/n] 
eGg' eof] . xfdLn] Sofd/f lemSof}+ / lzlj/df kmSof}{{+ / d]df]/L sf8{ 
x]Øf}+ . Nofk6df x]bf{ lu4} lu4sf tl:j/x¿ cfO/x] . t/ clGtddf 
eg] lxpF lrt'jfn] l;g' vfO/x]sf] b]lvof] . ;/x¿ 8fF8fdf a;]sf] 
a]nfd} Tof] lxpF lrt'jf cfP/ l;g' vfP/ uPsf] /x]5, jxfFx¿n] rfn} 
kfpg' ePg5 . 

ef]lnkN6 d}n] dw' ;/nfO{ Psk6s x]g{ hfcf}+ eg]/ cg'/f]w 
u/]+ . xfdL 8fF8fsf] cs}{ af6f] lnP/ l;g' ePsf] 7fpFdf uof}+ t/ l;g' 
g} ToxfF lyPg . cln k/ lxpF lrt'jf nDk;f/ k/]/ ;'t]sf] lyof] . 
l;g' cln k/ lyof] . xfdL 9'+ufsf] sfkaf6 !)) ld6/ k/ ;'t]/ x]g{ 
yfNof}+, pm tn, xfdL dflyNnf] ux|fdf lyof}F . To;n] sxfFaf6 rfn 
kfof] s'lGg . h/\ofsh'¿s p7\of] / Ps6sn] x]¥of] . d}n] gf+uf] 
cfFvfn] x]b}{ lyPF, Sofd/fn] x]bf{ b]lvPg . dw' ;/n] p;sf] lel8of] 
lvRg' eof] . 

t/ dnfO{ Tolt a]nf lel8of] lvRg gkfPsf]df v'a} g/dfOnf] 
nfu]sf] 5 .  

glhsaf6 lvlrPsf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] Tof] tl:j/nfO{ ;+/If0fsf] If]qsf] 
d]/f] pknlAw 7fG5' .  

-k|:t't /rgf g/]z s';L / ;latf u'¿ªn] dgfªdf cf]d u'¿ª;Fu u/]sf] s'/fsfgLsf] cl8of] /]s8{sf] cfwf/df clgn clwsf/Ln] tof/ u/]sf x'g\ ._

Photo: Om Gurung/ACAP-Manang
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fact sheet

•  Snow leopards are found only in twelve countries in the 
world, they are; Nepal, China, India, Bhutan, Mongolia, 
Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

•  It is believed that 4500 to 7500 snow leopards exist in the 
wild. However, some believe even less than that. 

•  In Nepal, the estimated population of snow leopard 
is between 301 and 400 (Source: Snow Leopard 
Conservation Action Plan of Nepal 2017-2021). 

•  The Langu valley of Shey-Phoksundo National Park 
supports the highest density of snow leopard (10 to 12 
snow leopards per 100 square km) in Nepal. 

•  Snow leopard is listed as Vulnerable species in the IUCN’s 
Red Data Book and also included in the Appendix-1 of the 
CITES. 

•  Nepal’s National Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 
has listed snow leopard as a protected priority species. As 
per this Act’s 5th amendment 2016., it is illegal to hunt the 
protected priority species including snow leopard. Any 
effort of poaching, smuggling snow leopard body parts, or 
hurting them is not tolerated by law and, if anyone found 
guilty of poaching, hurting snow leopard and trading of its 
body parts will be punished with penalty of Rs. 5,00,000 
to Rs. 10,00,000 or 5-15 years of imprisonment or both.

Facts about  SNOW LEOPARD
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•  lxpF lrt'jf ljZjsf !@ b]zx¿ g]kfn, rLg, ef/t, e'6fg, 
d+uf]lnof, /lzof, ckmuflg:tfg, kfls:tfg, sfhls:tfg, 
ls/luh:tfg, tfhls:tfg, pHj]ls:tfgdf dfq kfOG5 .

•  ljZel/df $,%)) b]lv &,%)) ;Ddsf] ;ª\Vofdf lxpF lrt'jf 
ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . tfklg s]xLn] o;sf] ;ª\Vof 
o;eGbf sd atfPsf 5g\ 

•  g]kfndf #)! b]lv $)) ;Dd lxpFlrt'jf ePsf] cg'dfg 
ul/Psf] 5 -;|f]t M g]kfnsf] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{of]hgf 
@)!&–@)@!_ .

•  g]kfnel/df z]–kmf]S;'08f] /fli6«o lgs'~hsf] nf+u' pkTosfdf 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;a}eGbf a9L 3gTj -!)) ju{ ls=ld=df !)–!@ 
j6f lxpF lrt'jf ePsf] kfOPsf] 5 .

•  lxpF lrt'jf cfO{o";LPg /]8 ln:6df ;+j]bgzLn jGohGt'sf] 
>]0fLdf /flvPsf] 5 eg] ;fOl6;sf] cg';"lr ! df ;dfj]z 
ul/Psf] 5 .

•  g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g 
@)@( n] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ k|fyldstfsf ;fy ;+/lIft jGohGt'sf] 
;"lrdf /fv]sf] 5 . o; P]gsf] kfFrf}+ ;+zf]wg @)&# n] lxpF 
lrt'jf nufotsf ;+/lIft k|fyldstfsf jGohGt'sf] lzsf/ 
ug{ k"0f{tM lgif]w u/]sf] 5 . s;}n] o;nfO{ u}/sfg'gL 
tl/sf/n] df/], 3fOt] agfP, o;sf] z/L/sf] s'g}klg cª\unfO{ 
lsga]r u/] ?= %,)),)))÷– b]lv ?=!),)),)))÷– hl/jfgf jf 
kfFr b]lv !% jif{;Ddsf] h]n ;hfo jf b'j} k|sf/sf] ;hfosf] 
eflubf/ x'g'kg]{ Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 .

lxp“ lrt'jfaf/] tYo
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essay

Snow leopard is an animal that is rare in the world. It is an 
apex predator found in the Himalayas. In Nepal, its natural 
prey varies in different locations. For instance, snow leopard 
in Annapurna Conservation Area preys mainly on blue sheep, 
while in Sagarmatha National Park, Himalayan tahr is its main 
prey. Apart from this, it also preys on musk deer, Himalayan 
marmot, hare, and Himalayan monal. 

The length of snow leopard’s body and its tail are almost the 
same. The mother snow leopard keeps her cubs together 
for 18 to 22 months. During this period, the mother snow 
leopard teaches the cubs to walk, adapt to nature, and hunt  
prey. 

In Nepal, snow leopard are found in the Himalayan region 
from 3000 to 5800 meters in rugged mountains, rocky caves, 
deep gorges, and pasture lands. It can hunt prey species three 
times larger than its size. 

As it is very attractive and roams in 
the mountains, it is called queen of 
the mountains. Moreover, because 
it perfectly camoufl ages with the 
environment of the mountains, 
making it rare to observe like 
ghosts, it is also called ghost of the 
mountains.

It indicates its territory by scraping 
on the ground, spraying urine, and 
scratching on trees. 

Protected areas should be 
established to conserve snow 
leopard. Awareness should be given 
to the local people that the snow 
leopard should not be hunted, its 
prey species should be saved, and 
its habitat should not be damaged.  
Also, if the snow leopard hunts on 
livestock like goats, cows, horses, 
etc., compensation insurance and 
distribution of foxlights should be 
arranged. 

It is said that in the past days it was customary to kill a snow 
leopard, which was rewarded with alcohol, money, and a 
brave ranking. However, today the Government of Nepal has 
imposed a fi ne of 5 to 10 lakhs and imprisonment from 5 to 
15 years for hunting snow leopards and harming them. This 
arrangement helps a lot in the conservation of snow leopard.

Because the snow leopard is an important species in the 
Himalayan ecosystem, it is critical to protect it by working 
together. 

With the formation of Snow Leopard Scouts, students like 
us residing in the Himalayan region should understand and 
explain about its prey and its habitat to others. It is the 
responsibility of students residing nearby and around the 
habitat of snow leopard to conserve this endangered species.

Role of Students in the Conservation of 
snow leopard

 Grade 8, Shree Janawal Secondary School, Shyang, Mustang

(Note: This essay held the fi rst position in the essay competition under the 'Art, Poetry and Essay Competition’ organized on Snow Leopard Scouts 
Monitoring Camp in Mustang in Oct 2022)

     - Rojan Phalami Magar
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lgaGw

lxp“ lrt'jf 
hf]ufpg ljBfyL{sf] e"ldsf 

sIff *, >L hgjfn df=lj=, :ofª, d':tfª

lxpF lrt'jf ljZjdf b'n{e x'g nfu]sf] hLj xf] . of] lxdfnL 
e]udf kfOg] pRr >]0fLsf] lzsf/L hGt' xf] . g]kfndf o;sf] d'Vo 
k|fs[lts cfxf/fx¿ :yfg cg';f/ km/s km/s 5g\ h:t}, cGgk"0f{ 
;+/If0f If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfn] d'Voul/ gfp/sf] lzsf/ ub{5 eg] 
;u/dfyf /fli6«o lgs'~hdf emf/n o;sf] d'Vo k|fs[lts 
cfxf/f xf] . o; afx]s lxpF lrt'jfn] s:t'/L d[u, ˆofpd";f], 
v/fof], 8fFk]msf] klg lzsf/ ub{5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] zl// / k'R5/sf] nDafO{ p:t} p:t} x'G5 . dfpmn] 
cfˆgf 8d¿x¿nfO{ !* b]lv @@ dlxgf;Dd;Fu} /fV5 . o; 
cjlwdf dfpm lxpF lrt'jfn] 8d¿x¿nfO{ lx+88'n ug{, k|s[ltdf 
cg's"ng x'g / lzsf/ ug{ / lzsf/ vfg l;sfpF5 . 

g]kfndf lxpF lrt'jfx¿ lxdfnL If]qsf] # xhf/ ld6/
b]lv %*)) ld6/;Ddsf sl7g eL/, r§fgL u'kmf, rf]6L, ulx/f 
uN5L, dgf]/d 3fF;] d}bfgdf kfOG5g\ . o;n] cfˆgf] tf}neGbf 
tLgu'0ff a9L cfsf/ ePsf] cfxf/f k|hfltsf] lzsf/ ug{ ;Sb5 . 

of] lgs} cfsif{s / lxdfndf lx+88'n ug]{ ePsf]n] o;nfO{ 
lxdfnsL /fgL elgG5 eg] kj{tsf] jftfj/0f;Fu ldNg] ePsf]n], 
k|]th:t} dflg;sf] cfFvfn] la/n} b]lvg] ePsf]n] o;nfO{ kj{tsf] 
k|]t klg elgG5 . 

o;n] hldgdf sf]t/]/, lkzfasf] uGw 5s]{/, ¿vdf sf]t/]/ 
cfˆgf] Onfsfsf] ;+s]t ub{5 . 

lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ arfpg ;+/If0f If]qx¿ :yfkgf ul/g' kb{5 . lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] lzsf/ ug{ x'Gg, o;sf] cfxf/f arfpg' kb{5, jf;:yfg 
laufg'{ x'Gg eg]/ :yfgLo ufpFn]x¿nfO{ r]tgf lbg'k5{ . lxpF 
lrt'\jfdf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f lzIff sfo{qmd ;~rfng ug'{kb{5 . 
To:t}, lxpF lrt'jfn] ufpFn]sf] afv|f, Rofª\u|f, ufO{, afR5f, rf}F/L, 
3f]8f vfOlbP kmS;nfO6 ljt/0f ug]{, Ifltk"lt{ / aLdfsf] Joj:yf 
ug'{k5{ . kz'kfnsx¿nfO{ uf]7nfO{ alnof] kfg{ ;'emfj lbg'kb{5 . 

klxn] klxn] lxpF lrt'jf df/] ;Ddfg ug]{, /S;L, k};f / axfb'/Lsf] 
bhf{ lbg] rng lyof] eGg] ;'lgG5 . t/ cfh g]kfn ;/sf/n] lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] rf]/L lzsf/ u/], o;nfO{ dfg]{ / gf]S;fgL k'¥ofP % nfv
b]lv !) nfv;Dd hl/jfgf / % jif{b]lv !% jif{;Dd s}b ;hfo 
tf]s]sf] 5 . of] Joj:yfn] lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf w]/} ;3fpFb5 .

lxpF lrt'jf lxdfnL kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLsf] dxTjk"0f{ hLj ePsf]n] 
;a} ldnL o;sf] ;+/If0f ug'{ h¿/L 5 . 

…:gf] n]k8{ :sfp6Ú u7g u/]/ xfdL h:tf lxdfnL If]qsf ljBfyL{x¿n] 
lxpF lrt'jf o;sf] cfxf/f / jf;:yfgnfO a'‰g' / a'emfpg' kb{5 . 
vt/fdf k/]sf] jGohGt' lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg] bfloTj lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
jf;:yfg glhs / j/k/ a:g] xfdL ljBfyL{sf] klg xf] .

-gf]6M k|:t't lgaGw @)&( sflt{sdf d':tfªdf ePsf] :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6\; dlg6l/ª SofDkdf ePsf] lrqsnf, sljtf / lgaGw k|ltof]lutfdf lgaGw tk{m k|yd 
:yfg xfl;n ug{ ;kmn ePsf] xf] ._

     – /f]hg kmufld du/

Ph
ot

o 
: N

ir
aj

 T
ha

ka
li/

T
SN



The
Snow Leopard|Page 28

April 2023

MEMOIR

Story of Perseverance, 
Story of Snow Leopard
Genevieve came running at us from behind, stating Petra was 
also experiencing the Genevieve effect. I laughed out loud 
and then questioned her about the Genevieve Effect. They all 
laughed at me in response.

When we (Shreeya, Nikita, and I) met up with our Inland 
Norway University of Applied Sciences travelling companions, 
it had already been three days since we started. Despite being 
exhausted and sick, the squad was keen about reaching snow 
leopard's habitat at 4580 meters. The ascent from Chet-Chet 
to Simigaon was so exhausting that we were unable to raise 
our heads in triumph because it only served to highlight how 
many more mountains were left there to climb.

But as soon as we crossed the border into Dong Gang 
from Simigaon, we were astonished by the beauty; the 12 
kilometers of incline had undoubtedly been worthwhile. 
It is understandable why the entrance to the kingdom of 
the snow leopard was paved with such incredible splendor. 
A White Capped Water Redstart was fl ying in the stunning 
DongGang valley, which was surrounded by coniferous trees 
and had the Rolwaling stream fl owing through the hear of 
it. It appeared the birds in the sky were trying to learn our 
names and goals. (I told them silently in my mind, we have 
come to meet our friend, the snow leopard).

     – Shreyashi Bista

Photo Darwin S. Mayhew
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The group greeted us and explained the Genevieve effect, 
which was nothing but the diarrhea that everyone was 
experiencing in the high mountains. At barely 2700 meters, 
Elena, Roy, and Gen (as we like to call her) were already 
experiencing diarrhea and headaches, but their inner zeal 
was fi t and strong. Darwin, who was in excellent physical 
and mental condition, had our team genuinely envious of him 
because he was the only one who could climb the mountains 
as if he had been living there for all time. With the hope of 
seeing raptors, Hugo (the bird guy) constantly kept his eyes 
staring at the sky while Lea, Amanda, and Neilsante were 
walking like hungry horses when shown a bait. We continued 
the journey from Dong Gang to Beding, but one thing I 
pondered through all those times was the bareness in the 
jungle. Despite the fact that we saw very little wildlife during 
those four days, our aspirations were high. 

However, the lack of animals was a clear indication that the 
ecosystem is not in the same state as in the past. We went 
down the trail, which was a mix of uphill and downhill, using 
it as a metaphor for life. 

The trees were lying on the ground rather than fl uttering 
in the sky, which made us sad as we saw the ecosystem in 
such a miserable state. However, the good news was that 
Dr. Madhu Chetri stated he would take care of it immediately, 
and we breathed a sigh of relief. Soon after we arrived in 
Naa (4200 meters) through Beding, on the sixth day; the 
scenery was breathtaking.  It took our breath. In fact, almost 
everyone was having trouble breathing, and six of us were ill 
with headaches and diarrhea. While we were all sitting and 
debating how to do more survey work with Dr. Chetri and 
Mr. Purna, Hugo came sprinting up to us, claiming he had just 
seen a herd of Himalayan tahr walking above the steep rocks. 
We were not as lucky though.

Another day we moved up, doing the double-observer 
survey and sign survey.  Elena and I were doing the survey, 
and while doing our work, Elena noticed some moving trees 
above the rocks.  With binoculars, we both leapt with delight 
as we knew the moving trees were actually the movement of 
Himalayan tahr. Elena and I each took a turn looking through 
the same pair of binoculars, but I was only able to spot a 
few rocks and little shrubs. Elena convinced me by claiming 
that those animals were merely hidden among the bushes 
between a single large rock and a smaller rock. I was shocked 
to fi nd that I could clearly see them up there. Despite the 
obstacles, we fi nally had a glimpse of the snow leopard's prey 
on the sixth day, and one thing was sure, the snow leopard 
was not far. Then came the most diffi cult part, which was all 
the way up from Naa to Tsho-Rolpa. 

As soon as we raised our hopes and sharpened our legs, 
some villagers came and warned us about the vertical uphill 
climb to the lake. Some visitors who were on their way down 
told us that we couldn't accomplish the climb. But, no matter 

what, the zeal in our hearts kept propelling us forward. The 
snow leopard fascinates me because of its elusiveness, rarity, 
and the diffi culty of reaching it. Snow leopards are known 
as the sentinels of the mountains because they protect the 
habitat they live in and the ecosystem they possess. 

It was tough to get to Tsho-Rolpa, far more diffi cult than 
climbing 2000 stairs uphill. We walked for two minutes and 
rested for fi ve. When we were just about to give up, we were 
reminded about our goal to set the camera trap at 4700 
meters and that it was solely to look for snow leopard. 

We were re-energized and determined to achieve our aim. 
We arrived at our destination in the end. With a heart full 
of ecstasy and hope that snow leopard, our friend, will 
undoubtedly say hello to our cameras, we put the cameras 
at about 4700 meters and set back to our camp. After a 
month of waiting, we fi nally spotted a picture of a snow 
leopard trapped in our camera, and it was the pinnacle of 
our journey to Tsho-Rolpa.

That journey not only aided us in our professional career 
development, but it also had a personal aspect to it.  At times, 
it might be diffi cult to get to our target, but each steady 
step brings us closer to it.  Nothing is impossible if we have 
passion in our hearts and courage to achieve our goals. 

Thank you to the National Trust for Nature Conservation 
(NTNC)-Gaurishankar Conservation Area Project (GCAP) 
team, especially Dr. Chetri, Project Chief- GCAP, Inland-
Norway University, particularly, Morten for making the trip 
both possible and unforgettable.

Photo: NTNC-GCAP
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b[9tfsf] syf, 
lxp“ lrt'jfsf] syf
h]g]lee bf}l8b} k5fl8af6 æk]6«fn] klg h]g]lee k|efjsf] cg'ej 
ul//x]sL l5Gf\æ elgg\ . d rsf]{ :j/n] xfF;]F / To;kl5 pgnfO{ 
…h]g]lee k|efj eg]sf] s] xf] <Ú eGb} ;f]w]+ . hjfkmdf pgLx¿ ;a} 
dnfO x]/]/ xfF;] .

xfdL ->Lof, lglstf / d_ n] xfd|f OgNof08 gj]{ o'lgel;{6L ckm 
PKnfO8 ;fOG;]hsf ;fyLx¿;Fu e]6\bf, ofqf ;'¿ u/]sf] tLg 
lbg eO;s]sf] lyof] . ylst / la/fdL eP/ klg 6f]nL $%*) 
ld6/df /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] af;:yfg k'Ug pT;'s lyof] . r]t–
r]tb]lv l;ldufpF;Ddsf] cf/f]x0f olt ysfOnfUbf] lyof] ls 
xfdLn] 6fpsf] p7fpg klg ;ls/x]sf lyPgf} lsgeg] o;n] ToxfF 
cem} slt lxdfnx¿ cf/f]x0f ug{ afFsL 5 eGg] dfq b]lv/x]sf] 
lyof] .

t/ l;ldufpFaf6 8f]ªufªdf l;dfgf kf/ ug]{ lalQs} xfdL ToxfFsf] 
;'Gb/tf b]v]/ pT;flxt eofF}Ù !@ lsnf]ld6/sf] lxF8fO{ lg:;Gb]x 
kmnbfoL eof] . cflv/ lxpF lrt'jfsf] /fHo xf] ;'Gb/ t cj:o 

g} x'G5 . rf/} lt/af6 ;Nnfn] 3]l/Psf], aLraf6 /f]Njfln+u 
vf]nf alu/x]sf] / cfsfzdf ;]tf]–6fps]–hnv+h/L pl8/x]sf], 
8f]Ëfg pkTosfsf] b[Zo x]b}{ zfGt / /d0fLo lyof] . 
nflu/x]sf] lyof] ls lt cfsfzdf pl8/x]sf r/fr'¿ËLx¿n] xfd|f 
gfd / nIox¿ ;f]Wg vf]lh/x]sf 5Gf\ -d}n] dgdg} eg]F, …xfdL xfd|f] 
;fyL, lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ e]6\g cfPsf xf}F_ .

To;kZrft xfdLnfO{ xfd|f] ;d'xn] :jfut u/] / h]g]lee k|efjsf] 
ljZn]if0f klg u/]+, Tof] t s]jn lxdfndf cfP/ ;a}n] cg'ej 
ul//x]sf] kvfnf afx]s c¿ s]xL lyPg . nueu @&)) ld6/df 
cfpg] lalQs} Pn]gf, /f]o, / h]gn] -xfdLn] p;nfO af]nfpg] gfd_ 
kvfnf / 6fpsf] b'vfOsf] cg'ej ul//x]sf lyP, t/ pgLx¿sf] 
leqL hf]; eg] :j:y / alnof] lyof] . pTs[i6 zf/Ll/s / dfgl;s 
cj:yfdf /x]sf] 8flj{gsf] eg] xfd|f] 6f]nLn] ;fFRr} g} Oiof{ ul//x]sf] 
lyof] lsgeg] p dfq Ps hgf lyof] h;n] kxf8x¿ r9\g ;SYof] . 
nflu/x]sf] lyof] ls pm ToxfF a;f}{b]lv a:b} cfPsf] xf] . cfsfzdf 
l;sf/L r/f b]lvg] cf;n] ubf{, Xo"uf] -r/f s]6f_ sf] cfvfF lg/Gt/ 

     – >]oifL lai6

;+:d/0f

Photo : Shreyashi Bista
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cfsfztkm{ g} lyof] . nLof, cd+8f / lgN;+t] eg] ef]sf 3f]8fnfO{ 
rf/f b]vfpFbf h;/L lxF8\5 To;/L g} lxFl8/x]sf lyP . 8f]Ëfgb]lv 
a]lb+u;Dd lxF8\g] qmddf, dnfO{ Pp6f s'/fn] lgs} g} ;f]Rg 
afWo agfof] . Tof] af6f]el/ hËndf vfnLkg lyof], xfdLn] h+unL 
hgfj/x¿sf] s]xL lrGx klg e]6]sf lyPgfF} . tL rf/ lbgdf xfdLn] 
yf]/} jGohGt'x¿ b]v] klg xfd|f cfsf+Iff eg] pRr g} lyP .

t/, hgfj/x¿sf] cefjn] kfl/l:yltsLo k|0ffnL ljutsf] h:tf] 
cj:yfdf 5}g eGg] r} :ki6 ;Í]t lbGYof] . xfdL lxF8\b} uof}F cfˆgf] 
uGtAo lt/, af6f] psfnf] / cf]/fnf]sf] ld>0f lyof] / xfdL To; 
af6f]nfO hLjgsf]] ¿kdf t'ngf ub}{ lxFl8/x]sf lyof}F .  

¿vx¿ cfsfzdf kmkm{/fpg'sf] ;f6f] e'OFdf lghL{j eP/ y'lk|Psf 
lyPÙ kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLnfO{ o:tf] bogLo cj:yfdf b]Vbf xfdL 
c;fWo} lrlGtt / b'lv eof}+ . h] xf];\, v'zLsf] va/ of] lyof] ls 
dw' ;/n] ca t'¿Gt} o;sf] Vofn /fVg] eGg'eof], / xfdLn] 
/fxtsf] ;f; km]of}{+ . 5}6f}+ lbgdf xfdL a]l8ª x'Fb} gf -$@)) ld6/_ 
cfOk'u]kl5Ù b[Zo emg} dg nf]Eofpg] e};s]sf] lyof], xfd|f cfFvf 
ToxfFsf] ;'Gb/tf x]/]/ xlif{t e};s]sf lyP eg] dg rfxLF To; 
b[Zodf x/fO;s]sf] lyof] . nueu ;a}nfO{ ;f; km]g{ ;d:of 
eO/x]sf] lyof], / xfdL dWo] 5 hgf 6fpsf] b'Vg] / kvfnfn] 
la/fdL e};s]sf lyof}F . xfdL ;a} a;]/ 8f= dw' If]qL / k"0f{ ;/;Fu yk 
;j]{If0fsf] sfd s;/L cl3 a9fpg] eGg] ax; ul//x]sf lyof}F / 
To;}a]nf, Xo'uf] xfdLsxfF bf}8Fb} cfP/ cfkm'n] ev{/} 7f8f] r§fgx¿ 
dfly emf/nsf] ayfg b]v]sf] eGb} atfP . oBlk xfdL Tolt 
efUodfgL lyPgf}F / xfdLn] eg] Tof] b[Zo x]g{ kfPgfF} . 

csf]{ lbg xfdL bf]xf]/f] ko{j]Ifs ;j]{If0f ub}{ cufl8 a9\g 
yfNof}F . d / Pn]gf ;j]{If0f ul//x]sf a]nfdf, Pn]gfn] r§fgx¿ dfly 
s]xL rln/x]sf] ¿vx¿ b]lvg\ . b"/aLgsf ;fy, xfdL b'a} v';Ln] 
pk|mof}{+ lsgls xfdLnfO{ yfxf lyof] ls lt xlNn/x]sf ¿vx¿sf] 
eGbf klgjf:tjdf emf/nsf] xnrn lyof] . Pn]gf / d, b'a}n] 
Pp6} b"/aLgnfO{ kfnf] kfnf] ul/ x]¥of}+F}+, t/ d}n] eg] s]xL 9'Ëfx¿ 
/ ;fgf emf8Lx¿afx]s s]xL b]Vg ;lsg . Pn]gfn] lt emf/nx¿ 
Tof] k/ b]lvPsf] Pp6f 7"nf] / ;fgf] r§fgsf] lardf n's]sf 5g\ 
egL bfaL u/]/ dnfO{ ljZj:t kfl/g\  / d}n] km]/L bf]xf]/fP/ p;n] 
eg]s} cg';f/sf] 7fpFdf x]g]{ k|of; u/]F . geGb}, d}n] ltgLx¿nfO{ 
:k:6 ¿kdf lxFl8/x]sf] b]vF] . cj/f]wsf jfah'b, xfdLn] cGttM 5}6f}F 
lbgdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] lzsf/sf] emns b]Vof}F / To;kl5 eg] Pp6f 
s'/f kSsf lyof], ca lxpF lrt'jf 6f9f lyPg . To;kl5 ;a}eGbf 
sl7g efu cfof], h'g gf ufpF b]lv Tzf]–/f]Nkf;Ddsf] ofqf lyof] .

xfdLn] Ps csf{nfO k|f]T;xfg ub}{ cf;f hufpg] / v'§f ltvfg]{ 
sfd ul//x]sf lyof} / To;} a]nfdf s]xL ufpFn]x¿ cfP/ xfdLnfO{ 
tfn k'Ug cufl8sf] 7f8f] psfnf] r9\g ufx|f]{ x'g] r]tfjgL lbP ;fy}
sxL tn emb}{ u/]sf ko{6sx¿n] eg] xfdLnfO{ lg¿T;flxt ;d]t 
u/] . To; s'/fn] xfdLnfO{ cft+lst t agfof] t/klg xfd|f] dgdf 
ePsf] hf];n] eg] xfdLnfO{ cufl8 a9fof] . lxpF lrt'jfsf] dfofjLkg, 

b'n{etf / ToxfF k'Ug sl7g af6f]sf sf/0f dnfO{ lxpF lrt'jfn] 
cfslift u5{ . lxpF lrt'jfsf  kxf8sf k|x/L eg]/ klg lrlgG5g\ 
lsgeg] pgLx¿n] cfk"m a:g] jf;:yfg / kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLsf]  
;'/Iff u5{g\ .

@))) l;F9L psfnf] r9\g' eGbf klg 5f]–/f]Nkf k'Ug ufx|f] lyof] . 
b'O{ ldg]6sf] lxF8fO{ kl5 xfd|f] kfFr ldg]6 cf/fd x'GYof] . s]xL ;do 
kZrft xfdL pleg kgL g;Sg] l:yltdf lyof}F . ha ha xfdL xf/ 
dfGg yfNYof}+, xfdLnfO{ xfd|f] dxTjk"0f{ nIo ;DemfOGYof] $&)) 
ld6/df :jrflnt Sofd]/f /fVg] / lxpF lrt'jfsf] vf]hL ug]{ . 

xfdL k'gM hf]zdf cfof}F / xfd|f] nIo xfl;n ug{ sl6a4 eof}F . 
cGtdf xfdL xfd|f] uGtJodf cfOk'Uof}+ . xif{n] el/Psf Åbox¿sf 
;fy / xfd|f] ;fyL, lxpF lrt'jfn] xfd|f Sofd]/fx¿nfO{ lg:;Gb]x 
gd:sf/ eGg]5 eGg] b[9 cfzf /fVb} xfdLn] Sofd]/fx¿ nueu 
$&)) ld6/sf] prfOdf /fVof}F / cfˆgf] SofDkdf  kmls{of}+ . Ps 
dlxgfsf] kvf{Okl5 cGttM xfdLn] Sofd]/fdf s}b ePsf] lxpF 
lrt'jfsf] tl:j/x¿ b]Vof}+, / Tof] g} xfd|f] 5f]–/f]Nkf ofqfsf] ;kmntf 
lyof] .

of] ofqfn] s]jn k];fut sl/o/ ljsf;df dfq of]ubfg lbPg, 
o;df JolQmTj ljsf; kIf klg lgs} w]/} lyP . slxn]sfxLF, xfd|f] 
nIodf k'Ug xfdLnfO{ ufx|f] x'g ;S5, t/ k|To]s l:y/ sbdn]  
lglZrt ¿kdf xfdLnfO{ o;sf] glhs NofpF5 . olb xfd|f] Åbodf 
hf]z, rfxgf / nIo k|fKt ug]{ ;fx; 5 eg] s]lx klg c;Dej 
5}g . ofqfnfO{ ;Dej / clj:d/0fLo agfpg' ePsf]df /fli6«o 
k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if -Pg6LPg;L_–uf}/L z+s/ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf 
-hLSofk_ 6f]nL, ljz]if u/L hLSofksf kl/of]hgf k|d'v 8f= dw' 
If]qL, OgNof08–gj]{ ljZjljBfno, laz]if ul/ k|f]km];/ df]6{gnfO w]/} 
wGojfb .

Photo : NTNC-GCAP
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poem

Hey, Padhvasambhav 
Rinpoche’s Dog
A creature’s survival acts in nature makes its habit

Knowing its habit is crucial so you won’t harm the species nor the nature, you get it

Strange are the habits of the beauteous, long-tailed Snow leopard of the mountains

Feeds on carcass but also time to time consumes grass and licks limestone mines

Wraps its tail around itself own body, in bid to stave off the biting cold

Roams the night away, searching for prey, along the steep, rocky trail

The adult lives alone, marking its territory with scrape, scat and urine

Preys stealthily on one in a herd, scares off the rest 

In snowy winter, like its prey, it also descends to live

It dies more often because of poaching than naturally, all believe 

Usually lives in high Himalayas, but sometimes to the villages makes a visit

Kills the livestock and as a pay back, people often kill it 

Mainly active at night but at day also seen roaming 

Even feeds on carcass if starts starving

Also, prey on domestic yak, although seven times heavier than itself 

How brave! To hunt the livestock, even breaks into weak sheds

In the shed, leaves all the sheep dead, when pay a visit making a sneak 

Farmers believe it as Rinpoche’s dog, but it makes their fi nancial status even weak

Hey naturally inhabiting Padmasambhava Rinpoche’s dog, why to kill if don’t want to feed

The poor farmers take loans at high interest to buy the sheep kept in the shed 

(Note: Padmasambhava Rinpoche is an ancient highly respected incarnated Buddhist Lama)

     - Karan Bahadur Shah
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cfkm" afFRgsf] nflu s'g} k|f0fLn] k|s[ltdf ub}{ cfPsf] lqmofsnfk g} xf] p;sf] afgL .

ctM k|f0fLnfO{ hf]ufpg p;sf] afgL hfGg' k5{ gq x'G5 k|s[lt / p;nfO{ xflg ..

cgf}7f 5g\ pRr lxdfnL e]sdf a;f]af; ug]{ ;'Gb/ nfdk'5«] lxpF lrt'jfsf] afgL .

l;g' eIf0f t u5{ g}, ;do ;dodf 3fF; vfG5 clg rf6\5 uP/ sd]/f]sf] vfgL ..

cfˆgf] nfdf] k'R5/nfO{ o;n] cfˆg} z/L/df a]/]/ eufpg vf]H5 lxpFbsf] hf8f] .

cfxf/fsf] vf]lhdf /ftel/ lxF88'n u5{ o;n] rfx] eL/df af6f] lsg gxf];\ 7f8f] ..

jo:s PSn} a:g], cfˆgf] If]q lgwf{/0f ug{ vf];|]/, lbzf lkzfa u/]/ lrGx nufpg] .

n'sLl5kL cfxf/ k|hfltsf] lzsf/ ubf{ em'08sf] Pp6fnfO{ dfg]{ c¿nfO{ eufpg] ..

lxpFb]ofddf hldg lxpFn] 9fSbf cfˆgf] cfxf/ k|hflt;Fu} of] klg tnlt/ em5{ .

ljZjf; ul/G5 of] lzsf/L hGt' k|fs[lts d[To'eGbf rf]/L lzsf/Lsf] xftaf6 a9L d5{ ..

pRrlxdfnL e]sdf k|foM a:g] ePklg slxn]sfFxL of] dfgj jl:tlt/ klg cfpF5 .

ToxfF 3/kfn'jf rf}kfof df5{ clg cfkm"n] klg d[To' h:tf] 7"nf] ;hfo kfpF5 ..

lgzfr/ xf] o;sf] d'Vo afgL t/ obfsbf lbpF;f] klg e]l6G5 lxF88'n u/]sf] .

ef]s} nfdf] a:g' k/] of] vfg yfN5 c¿n] g} df/]sf] jf jGohGt' cfkm}F sfnultn] d/]sf] ..

cfkm" eGbf ;ft u'0ff ef/L lsg gxf];\ 3/sf] rf}F/LnfO{ ;d]t o;n] df/]/ vfg] .

s:tf] ;fx;L Û 3/kfn'jf rf}kfofsf] lzsf/ ug{ c;'/lIft uf]7leq ;d]t hfg] ..

k:5 of] ls;fgsf] uf]7leq vfGg t/ Ps} k6s e]6fP hlt e]8f Rofªu|f w]/} df5{ .

o;nfO{ l/Gkf]5]sf] s's'/ dfGg] ;f]emf ufpFn]sf] cfly{s cj:yfnfO{ 8fdf8f]n kf5{ ..

v'nf k|s[ltdf a:g] x] kb\d;Dej l/Gkf]5]sf] s's'/ ha vfg' 5}g eg] df5f}{ lsg .

lar/f ls;fgx¿n] tL uf]7df /fv]sf] e]8f Rofªu|f lsGg rsf]{ Aofhdf sf9]sf] x'G5 l/g ..

sljtf

     – s/g afxfb'/ zfx

x] kb\d;Dej l/Gkf]5]sf] s's'/ 

 Photo: Nature Conservation Foundation/Himanchal Predesh/Forest Department/Snow Leopard Trust
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Let’s Save 

Snow Leopard

Snow leopard is a rare creature, let’s know

Realize, including India and Nepal, 
only twelve nations where they go

Snow leopard, inhabitants of Nepal Himalaya

Let’s save it before it fades away

Cat species are shy, shouldn’t be harmed

Food hunting in early mornings and evenings, what they routine

Hunts three times larger its size

Such species are rare; conserving them is our prize

Yak calves, sheep and goats in which it preys on

Retaliatory killing might cause its extinction

It’s a carnivore, survives by hunting

Loss is ours, if charged of killing

Prey depletion and habitat destruction cutting down their numbers

People dub them the queens of the mountains

They are endangered by the activities of humans

Let’s conserve, the onus is on us

lxpF lrt'jf Pp6f ljZj d} b'n{e hGt'  xf] hfgf}+ .

g]kfn ef/t;lxt ljZjsf] afx| d'n'sdf dfq kfOG5 Tof] a'emf}+ ..

g]kfnsf] lxdfnL If]qdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] af; .

hf]ufP/ /fVg'k5{ gq x'G5 o;sf] lagf; ..

la/fnf] k|hflt nhfpF5, ug{ x'Gg o;nfO{ xflg .

;fFem laxfgL lem;ld;]df lg:sG5 cfxf/f vf]Hg] afgL ..

cfk"meGbf tLgu'gf 7"nf] l;sf/ o;n] u5{ .

o:tf] hGt' yf]/} 5g\ x} hf]ufpg' o;nfO{ k5{ ..

rf}+/Lsf] afR5f, e]8f, afv|f klg rf]/]/ o;n] vfG5 .

zq'egL dfl/lbP of] nf]k x'Fb} hfG5 .

df+;fxf/L xf] of] hLj, lzsf/ u/]/ afFR5 .

o;nfO{ df/] sfg"g nfU5, xflg xfdLnfO{ x'G5 ..

cfxf/fsf] sdL / jf;:yfg ljgf;n] eof] lxpF lrt'jfsf] sdL .

dflg;x¿n] o;nfO{ lrG5g\ egL lxdfnsf] /fgL ..

dfgjLo lqmofsnfkn] ubf{ g} o;sf] lagf; eof] .

;+/If0f u/f}+ ;a}n] ca xfd|} lhDdf eof] ..

lxp“ lrt'jf hf]ufcf}F Û

– Nisamhang Limbu, grade 8, Saraswati Secondary School, Sirijanga-3, Sikaincha, Taplejung
– lg;fdxfª lnDa", sIff *, >L ;/:jlt df=lj=, l;l/hËf #, l;s}+rf, tfKn]h'ª

poem

Art : Pat Schwab
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Snow Leopard
Snow leopard, called the queen of mountain

Manang, Mustang, Dolpa seem like its haven

Blue sheep, Himalayan tahr and musk deer its main prey

In search of it, one must roam into the forest

White and brown in color and body covered with rough 
spots 

In the research huge time spent by many experts  

Inhabitants of cliffs, hills and tops 

Lives in the jungle, in village it rarely enters 

Preys on livestock, given the chance

Shy in nature, love to keep a human distance

Cameras are set up to spot it

And it leaves the mark like scat and scrap

Occasionally it gives people a hard time 

Those unaware of conservation even try to kill them

Poaching has decreased its population

Various organizations working for its conservation

It has a long tail, also a long body

To save them everyone should take the custody

It contributes in the Himalayan food chain

Conservation of this species should be everyone’s aim

Preys on goats and sheep entering weak sheds

Remember, if you harm them, you’ll end up in jails

lxp“ lrt'jf

lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ elgG5 lxdfnsf] /fgL

dgfª, d':tfª, 8f]Nkf xf] of] a:g] vfgL

gfp/, emf/n / s:t'/L o;sf] d'Vo k|fs[lts cfxf/f

o;nfO{ vf]Hg ug{'k5{ h+unsf] laxf/

o;sf] cg';Gwfgdf y'k|} lj1x¿n] ;do latfPsf]

eL/, kx/f / rf]6Lx¿df a:g] o;sf] 7fpF

h+undf dfq a:5 la/n} k:5 ufpF

df}sf kfP 3/kfn'jf hgfj/ df/]/ o;n] vfg]

o;sf] afgL x'G5 dflg;af6 k/ a:g], w]/} g} nhfpg]

o;nfO{ km]nf kfg{ ul/G5 Sofd/f 6\of{k

cfk"m a;]sf] 7fpFdf ub{5 lb;f / :So|fk

slxn]sfxLF lolgx¿n] dflg;x¿nfO{ tgfjdf kfb{5g\

;+/If0f ga'em]sf sf]xL sf]xLn] kfP logLx¿nfO{ dfg]{ sf]lz; ub{5g\

rf]/L lzsf/Ln] ubf{ o;sf] ;+Vof 36]sf] 5

o;nfO{ arfpg ljleGg ;+:yf nflu k/]sf] 5

nfdf] 5 k'R5/ o;sf] nfd} 5 Hofg

lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg lbg'k5{ ;a}n] Wofg

lxdfnL vfBrqmdf lbG5 o;n] of]ubfg

o;nfO{ hf]ufpg k5{ ;a}n] hfg

sRrf vf]/df cfO{ o;n] e]8f RofË|f vfG5

ofb ug{' o;nfO{ Iflt u/] dflg; h]n hfG5

ljho /f]sf, sIff *, >L hgzfGtL dflj, sfua]gL, d':tfª

Bijay Roka, Grade 8, Shree Janashanti Secondary School, 
Kagbeni, Mustang
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I Am 

A Snow Leopard
The cliffs that I climb

Rocky hills and ravines that I run on

Ah, the fun of the green meadows

I am there in only twelve countries

The roof of my house covered with snow

They call me the ghost of the mountains—
I am a Snow leopard!

I mumble, I’m shy

I look like a big cat, walk like a tiger

Fear haunts me as I look for prey

Hunters in turn visit the forest, looking for me

I am on the endangered list, such is my predicament these 
days

My species keep on dwindling, I get ever anxious

I am also indispensable to the world

I have as many rights as the humans

My friend got killed and got smuggled its trophy

See, this creature called man’s mind is very dirty

We’re all on Earth, created by the lord 

We depend on each other and live for each other.

d lxp“ lrt'jf

d r9\g] pRr eL/x¿

s'b\g] r§fg] kxf8 / vf]Frx¿

cfxf, 3fF;] d}bfgsf] d:tL

o:t} afx| d'n'sx¿df 5 d]/f] a:tL

d]/f] 3/sf] 5fgf] lxpFsf] 5 e'jf

kj{tsf] k|]t eG5g\, d lxpF lrt'jf

ldpldp ul/ af]N5', nhfn' :jefj d]/f]

7"nf] la/fnf] h:tf] b]lvG5', af3 h:tf] rfn d]/f] ..

lzsf/sf] vf]hL ubf{ 8/ ;w}F dgdf

lzsf/L pN6} cfpF5g\ dnfO{ vf]Hg jgdf

;+j]bgzLnsf] ;"rLdf d b'b{zf ePsf] 5 cfhsn

d]/f]] kl/jf/ 36\g yfNof], ;f/} kL/ nfU5 x/kn

of] ;+;f/sf] cleGg k|f0fL d klg

hlt xs dfG5]sf] Tolt d]/f] klg

d]/f] ;fyL df/L p;sf] cfv]6f]kxf/sf] rf]/L

x]/ dfG5] eGg] k|f0fLsf] a'l4 ;f/} kmf]xf]/L

xfdL ;a} wlt{df OZj/sf] /rgf

Ps;Fu csf]{sf] ldN5 ;+/rgf

poeM

- Rojina Ghimire – /f]lhgf l3ld/] 

Art : Joshua Smalley
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Nov. 13, 2021,  Three snow leopards died of complications 
related to Covid-19 at a zoo in Lincoln, Nebraska, despite 
efforts by staff to restore them to health after they tested 
positive for the virus, zoo administration said. 

The Lincoln Children’s Zoo lamented the deaths of Ranney, 
Everest, and Makalu in a Facebook post on its offi cial page 
Friday (Nov. 12, 2021) evening, saying, “the cats were beloved 
by our entire community inside and outside of the zoo.”

“This loss is truly heartbreaking, and we are all grieving 
together,” the statement said. 

The snow leopards were not the only animals to have 
contracted the virus at the facility. The Lincoln Children’s 
Zoo had published a statement on October 13, disclosing 
that the snow leopards and Sumatran tigers had “tested 
positive for the virus that causes Covid-19.” 

The zoo had collected nasal swab and fecal samples after 
animal keepers had “observed symptoms consistent with the 
virus in felids,” which can include respiratory illness. The zoo 
said it had been treating the snow leopards and tigers “with 
steroids and antibiotics to prevent secondary infection,” 
but its statement did not say whether its animals had been 
vaccinated. 

This summer, zoo animals had received an experimental 
Covid vaccine made by Zoetis, a veterinary pharmaceutical 
company in New Jersey. 

Cases of coronavirus infections among zoo animals had 
surfaced throughout the U.S., including the fi rst two spotted 
hyenas in the world who were found to have the virus, among 
other animals infected at the Denver Zoo. Other reported 
cases had included tigers in Omaha, Nebraska, African lions, 
snow leopards, jaguars, and a tiger in St. Louis and lions in 
Honolulu. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention had said 
that the risk of animals spreading Covid-19 to people is 
considered low, but people can also spread the virus to 
them, and cases among pets and animals in zoos had been 
documented around the world. The Lincoln Children’s Zoo, 
conceived as a family destination where children could come 
close to animals, houses over 400 animals, including more 
than 40 endangered species, according to its website. 

News

Three ‘Beloved’ Snow Leopards 
Died of Covid Complications at 
Nebraska Zoo

– Víctor Manuel Ramos

cd]l/sfsf] g]a|f:sf /fHosf] lnGsg zx/df cjl:yt Ps 
lrl8ofvfgfdf tLgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] sf]le8–!( ;DaGwL 
hl6ntfsf] sf/0f d[To' eof] . lrl8ofvfgfsf] lj1KtL cg';f/ 
lrl8of3/ k|fljlwsx¿n] ltgnfO{ :j:y agfpg] Kf|of;sf] afah'b 
klg lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] d[To' ePsf] xf] .

lnGsg lrN8«]g lrl8ofvfgfn] z's|af/ -@)&* sflt{s @^ ut]_ 
;fFEfm cfˆgf] k]m;a's kf]i6sf] cflwsfl/s k[i7df /fGgL, Pe/]i6, 
/ dsfn'sf] d[To'df zf]s JoSt u¥of], …oL la/fnfx¿nfO{ xfd|f] 
lrl8ofvfgf leq / aflx/sf ;Dk"0f{ ;d'bfon]] dfof uy]{ .Ú   

…of] 36gf ;flRrs} Åboljbf/s 5, / xfdL ;a} zf]sdf 5fF} .Ú, 
lj1lKtdf elgPsf] 5 . 

lrl8ofvfgfdf sf]le8–!( af6 ;+qmldt x'g] hgfj/ lxFp lrt'jf dfq 
lyPg . lrl8ofvfgfn] c;f]h @& ut] k|sfzg u/]sf] Ps lj1lKtdf  
lxFp lrt'jf / ;'dfqg kf6] af3df sf]/f]gfefO/; kf]h]l6e b]lvPsf] 
hgfPsf] lyof]  .

…la/fnf] hftsf hgfj/df b]lvg] efO/;sf] nIf0fÚ b]lvPkl5 
lrl8ofvfgfn] lt hgfj/sf] gfssf] :jfa / lb;fsf] gd'gf ;+sng 
u/]sf] lyof] . lrl8ofvfgfn] lxFp lrt'jf / kf6] af3nfO{ km]l/ ;+qmd0f 
gxf]; eg]/ :6]/f]O8 / PlG6afof]l6sx¿n] pkrf/ ul//x]sf] hgfof] 
t/ pgLx¿nfO{ vf]k nufOof] of nufOPg eGg] hgfPg .

of] udL{ ofddf lrl8ofvfgfsf hgfj/x¿nfO{ hf]l6; gfds 
cd]l/sL sDkgLn] pTkfbg u/]sf] Ps kl/If0ffTds vf]k lbOPsf] 
lyof] .

lrl8ofvfgfsf hgfj/x¿df sf]/f]gf ;+qmd0f cd]l/sfel/ g} 
b]lvPsf] lyof] . ;+;f/d} klxnf]k6s 8]Ge/sf] lrl8ofvfgfdf cGo 
hgfj/x¿ ;lxt b'Oj6f x'F8f/x¿df sf]/f]gf ;+qmd0f b]lvof] . 
lrl8of3/df ;+qmd0fsf l/kf]6{ ePsf cGo hgfj/x¿df g]a|f:ssf] 
cf]dxfdf af3Ù ;]G6 n'O;df clk|msL l;+x, lxFp lrt'jf, hu'cf/ / kf6] 
af3Ù / xf]gf]n'n'df l;+xx¿ /x]sf lyP  .

/f]u lgoGq0f / lgjf/0f s]Gb|sf cg';f/, hgfj/n] dflg;df 
sf]/f]gf ;fg]{ ;Defjgf Go"g 5, t/ dflg;n] hgfj/nfO{ ;fg{ 
;S5g\ . / ;+;f/el/ g} 3/kfn'jf hgfj/ / lrl8ofvfgfsf hgfj/
x¿df ;+qmd0f b]lvPsf] lyof] .

ln+sg lrl8ofvfgf Ps kfl/jf/Ls uGtJosf] ¿kdf kl/sNkgf 
ul/Psf] xf], hxfF afnaflnsfx¿n] hgfj/nfO{ glhsaf6 lgofNg 
;S5g\ . cflwsfl/s j]a;fO6sf cg';f/, of] lrl8ofvfgfdf $)) 
eGbf a9L hgfj/x¿ 5g\, h;dWo] $) eGbf a9L hgfj/ nf]kf]Gd'v 
5g\ . 

g]a|f:sf lrl8of3/df tLgj6f 
Kof/f lxp“ lrt'jfx¿ 
sf]le8 ;DaGwL hl6ntfn] d/]
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How Bees and 
Trees Protect 
Snow Leopards

One hundred fi fty honeybee hives were successfully 

delivered to their new homes in the mountains of 

Kyrgyzstan. Relocating the bees was a challenge. As 

Benazir, our Project Assistant, shares, “The delivery process 

was so nerve-wracking because we were transporting 

live creatures over a long distance. Honeybee families 

are supposed to be delivered at night so they can orient 

themselves once they are settled. 

– Snow Leopard Trust

June 8, 2022, These bees were delivered to communities 
living near snow leopard habitat as part of a new project that 
will bring additional revenue sources to the local livestock 
herders. Our goal is to help diversify the source of livelihoods 
for people to build resilience in the face of climate change. 
For many communities, this can help reduce economic 
reliance on livestock and decrease pasture degradation, 
addressing prominent threats to snow leopards in the Ala-
Too Mountains. 

Currently, this project has two innovative initiatives co-
created with communities – planting fruit orchards and 
beekeeping. We are excited to share that both are already 
underway in six participating communities, including Temen-
Suu, Shamshy, Koshoi, Komsomol, Kyzyl-Dobo, and Kum-
Dobo. 

These initiatives are supported in part by The United Nations 
Environment Programme’s Vanishing Treasures project. The 
project seeks to help us better understand the direct impacts 
of climate change on snow leopards and their prey species 
and foster coexistence between humans and wildlife through 
community-based conservation.

Initial funding supported the delivery of plum, apple, apricot, 
and black currant seedlings to allow communities to start 
their orchards and fencing material to ensure the plants’ 
protection.  

Fruit trees have already been planted across 10 hectares 
in the six participating communities. These orchards will 
provide their fi rst harvest after two to three years, but some 
less tangible benefi ts arrived more immediately.

"Community members cooperatively plant the orchards. It 
was so much work. They had to prepare the plot, remove the 
rocks, and dig holes and trenches for water," Benazir notes 
and further adds, "It was a wonderful communal effort that 
brought together women, men, children, and the elderly. They 
brought food to share during lunch and brought blankets to 
relax on while they shared breaks – eating and talking. It is 
heartwarming to see everyone come together like this for a 
project that will ultimately benefi t snow leopards and their 
habitat.”

These communities have committed to conservation. They 
signed agreements that allocate 50% of generated income 
from fruit sales and 20% from honey sales toward measures 
that will benefi t both people and wildlife, including anti-
poaching patrols, research cameras, and pasture management.

Each participating community has established an Ecological 
Committee with members who will monitor the programs 
and help the community decide how to allocate profi ts from 
the sale of honey and fruits. These committees comprise 
representatives from various stakeholders: local government 
members, local parliamentarians, herders, students and 
teachers, and Snow Leopard Foundation of Kyrgyzstan 
(SLFK) offi cers, our country partner. 

All conservation agreements developed and signed by all 
parties stipulate that Ecological Committee members include 
40% representation by women. In the village of Kara-Suu, 
the community Beekeeping Committee is women-led, and a 
majority of the participants are women. Both Snow Leopard 
Trust and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) are 
actively striving with our teams on the ground to ensure that 
women will continue to have decision-making power within 
their communities.

We look forward to the fi rst batches of honey and fruit that 
will help people in participating communities diversify their 
incomes and ultimately make great strides in the protection 
of snow leopards and other wildlife.
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;dfrf/

s;/L df}/L / ¿vx¿n] 
lxp“ lrt'jfx¿nfO{ arfp“5g\ <

  :gf] n]k8{ 6«i6 

Hf]i7 @%, @)&(, oL df}/Lx¿ lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg glhs}
sf] ;d'bfox¿df a;f]af; ug]{ :yfgLo kz'kfnsx¿sf] cfo;|f]t 
a9fpg ;3fpg]  gofF kl/of]hgfsf] ¿kdf k7fOPsf] lyof] . xfd|f] nIo 
eg]sf] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] cj:yfdf dflg;x¿df pTyfgzLntf 
ljsf; ug{ pgLx¿sf] hLljsfsf] ;|f]tsf] ljljlws/0f ug{ 
;xof]u ug{' xf] . w]/} ;d'bfox¿sf] nflu, o;n] kz'wgdf cfly{s 
lge{/tf 36fpg / cnf–6" kj{tdf lxpF lrt'jfsf] k|d'v vt/fx¿nfO{ 
;Daf]wg ub}{ r/gdf x'g] Ifo 36fpg d2t ug{ ;S5 . 

xfn, o; kl/of]hgfdf ;d'bfox¿;Fu ldn]/ l;h{gf ul/Psf b'O{ 
gjLg kxnx¿ 5g\ – kmnkm"n au}+rf /f]k0f / df}/L kfng . oL 
b'j} 6]d]g–;', zDzL, sf]zf]O{, sf]d;f]df]n, lslhn–8f]af], / s'd–8f]af] 
nufotsf 5 j6f ;xefuL ;d'bfox¿df ;+rnfg e};s]sf] va/ 
afF8\g kfpFbf xfdL pT;flxt 5f}F . 

oL kxnx¿nfO{ cf+lzs ¿kdf ;+o'Qm /fi6« ;+3sf] jftfj/0f 
sfo{qmdsf] …x/fO/fv]sf] vhfgf kl/of]hgfÚn] ;xof]u k'¥ofO{
–/fv]sf] 5 . o; kl/of]hgfn] xfdLnfO{ lxpF lrt'jf / ltgLx¿sf] 
cfxf/ k|hfltx¿df hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|ToIf k|efjx¿ a'´g / 
;d'bfodf cfwfl/t ;+/If0fsf] dfWodaf6 dfgj / jGohGt'x¿ 
aLrsf] ;xcl:tTjnfO{ cem /fd|f];Fu a'´g d2t ug{ vf]H5 .

;d'bfox¿nfO{ ltgLx¿sf] au}+rf ;'¿ ug{ / la¿jfx¿sf] 
;'/Iffsf] ;'lglZrtfsf nflu af/ nufpg] sfd yfNg k|f/lDes 
cfly{s ;xof]un] cf¿av8f, :ofp, v'kf{gL, / sfnf] dg'sf 
la¿jfx¿ afF8\g ;xof]u u¥of] .

;xefuL ^ j6f ;d'bfox¿df !(^ /f]kgLdf kmnkm"nsf ¿vx¿ 
klxn] g} /f]lkO;s]sf] 5 . oL au}Frfx¿n] @–# jif{ kl5 cfˆgf] klxnf] 
km;n lbg]5, t/ b]lvg] vfnsf s]xL sd nfex¿ cfO;s]sf 
5g\ .

a]glh/ eG5g\, …;d'bfosf ;b:ox¿n] ldn]/ af/Lsf] kf6f  
tof/ ug{'k¥of], r§fgx¿ x6fpg'k¥of], / kfgL k7fpgsf nflu 
Kjfnx¿ / vf8nx¿ vGg'kof]{ . of] Ps cb\e't ;fd"lxs k|of; 

lyof] h;n] dlxnf, k'¿if, afnaflnsf / j[4j[4fx¿nfO{ Ps;fy 
Nofof] . pgLx¿n] vfgfsf] ;dodf afF8\gsf] nflu vfg]s'/fx¿ 
NofP / lj>fdsf] ;dodf cf/fd ug{sf nflu sDanx¿ NofP 
– vfFb} s'/f ug{ . lxpF lrt'jf / pgLx¿sf] jf;:yfgnfO{ cGtt 
kmfObf k'Ug] kl/of]hgfsf nflu ;a}hgf o;/L hDdf ePsf] b]Vg' 
Åbo:kzL{ 5 .

oL ;d'bfox¿ ;+/If0fk|lt k|ltj4 5g\ . pgLx¿n] kmnkm"n 
laqmLaf6 pTkGg cfosf] %)Ü / dx laqmLaf6 cfPsf]  @)Ü cfDbfgL 
dflg; / jGohGt' b'j}nfO{ kmfObf k'Ug] pkfox¿sf nflu 5'6\ofpg] 
;Demf}tfdf x:tfIf/ u/], h;df rf]/L–lzsf/ lj/f]wL u:tL, 
cg';Gwfgsf nflu Sofd/f / r/g Joj:yfkg ;dfj]z 5g\ .

k|To]s ;xefuL ;d'bfon] Ps h}ljs ;ldltsf] :yfkgf u/]sf] 
5 h;sf ;b:ox¿n] oL sfo{qmdx¿sf] cg'udg ug]{5g\ / 
;d'bfonfO{ dx / kmnkm"nsf] laqmLaf6 s;/L gfkmf ljlgof]hg 
ug]{ eg]/ lg0f{o ug{ d2t ug]{5g\ . oL ;ldltx¿df :yfgLo 
;/sf/sf ;b:ox¿, :yfgLo ;f+;bx¿, uf]7fnfx¿, ljBfyL{x¿ 
/ lzIfsx¿, / xfd|f] b]zsf] ;fem]bf/ :gf] n]k8{ kmfpG8];g ckm 
lslu{h:tfgsf clwsf/Lx¿, h:tf ljleGg ;/f]sf/jfnfx¿sf 
k|ltlglwx¿ ;dfj]z 5g\ .

;a} kIfx¿åf/f ljsl;t / x:tfIf/ ul/Psf ;a} ;+/If0f 
;Demf}tfx¿n] h}ljs ;ldltsf] ;b:otfdf $)Ü dlxnfx¿sf] 
k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt u/]sf] 5 . sf/f–;' ufpFdf, dlxnfx¿sf] 
g]t[Tj ePsf] ;fd'bflos df}/Lkfng ;ldlt 5 / ToxfF clwsf+z 
;xefuLx¿ dlxnf 5g\ . :gf] n]k8{ 6«i6 / ;+o'Qm /fi6« ;+3 jftfj/0f 
sfo{qmd -o"PgOkL_ b'j}n] tL ;d'bfodf dlxnfx¿n] lg0f{o 
ug]{ zlQm sfod ul//fVg]5g\ eGg] s'/fnfO{ ;'lglZrt ug{sf 
nflu xfd|f] 6f]nLx¿;Fu ;lqmo ¿kdf ;xsfo{ ul//x]sf 5g\ .

xfdL dx / kmnkm"nsf] pTkfbgsf] klxnf] r/0fsf] kvf{Odf 5f}+ h;n] 
;xefuL ;d'bfosf dflg;x¿nfO{ cfˆgf] cfDbfgL ljljlws/0f 
ug{ / cGttM lxpF lrt'jf / cGo jGohGt'x¿sf] ;+/If0fdf kfOnf 
rfNg d2t ug]{5 .  

lsuL{Hf:yfgsf kxf8x¿sf gofF jf;:yfgx¿df Ps;o krf; df}/Lsf 3f/x¿nfO{ 
;kmntfk"j{s ;fl/of] . …df}/Lx¿ :yfgfGt/0f ug{' Ps r'gf}ltsf] sfd lyof]Ú, xfd|f] 
kl/of]hgf ;xfos, a]gflh/ eGg'x'G5, …3f/x¿ ;fg]{ k|lqmof w]/} g} cTofpg] lyof] lsgeg] 
xfdLn] hLljt k|f0fLx¿nfO{ nfdf] b"/Ldf cf];fl//x]sf lyof}FÚ . df}/Lsf kl/jf/x¿nfO{ 
/ftdf cf];fg'{ k5{ tfls ltgLx¿ gofF 7fpFdf a;f]af; u/]kl5 pgLx¿ cfkm}nfO{ cled"v 
ug{ ;s"g\ . Psbd r'gf}lt / hf]lvdx¿ ePsf sf/0f, df}/Lsf kl/jf/ ePsf 6«s /x]sf] 
7fpFx¿sf] lg/Gt/ hfFr ub}{, xfdL b'O{ /ft lgbfPgf}F .



The
Snow Leopard|Page 40

April 2023

Snow Leopard Day 
Celebrated in Taplejung
The International Snow Leopard Day (October 23) has been 
celebrated with a variety of activities in Nepal's eastern 
region, Taplejung district. The "Community-Based Snow 
Leopard Conservation Program" has been implemented 
in three Rural Municipalities (RMs) in Taplejung, namely 
Phaktalung, Mikhwakhola, and Sirijunga. The snow leopard 
based conservation education reference book (1&2) have 
been used in basic level at six schools; Ghunsa Secondary 
School (SS), Sarswoti SS, Rabikala SS of Phaktalung RM, 
Balden SS, Sawa SS of Mikhwakhola RM, and Sarswoti SS 
of Sirijunga RM. Snow Leopard Day was celebrated at four 
schools within Phaktalung and Sirijunga RMs by organizing 
art, essay, poetry, and quiz contests under the Community-
Based Snow Leopard Conservation Program. 

The program was organized by Himali Conservation Forum 
(HCF), a leading NGO working on wildlife conservation and 
sustainable livelihoods in Taplejung.  HCF  collaborated with 
related schools to execute the activities. Teka Samuha Nepal 
and Snow Leopard Conservancy technically and fi nancially 
helped to accomplish the events. 

Concerned Chairpersons of Rural Municipalities, Ward 
Members, Parents, and School Management Committee 
Members attended the program where 99 students from 
four schools took part in the activities. 

"Students enthusiastically contributed to conservation 
literature. The program aided in the spread of conservation 
knowledge among students and parents," said HCF Director 
Ramesh Rai. He goes on to say, "A student club must be 
established within the school. Extracurricular activities 
should be conducted, and the program would be more 
effective if snow leopard-printed t-shirts, caps, bags, or 
stationery were distributed.”

tfKh]h'ªdf dgfOof] 
lxp“ lrt'jf lbj;
k"jL{ g]kfnsf] tfKn]h'ª lhNnfdf ljleGg sfo{qmdx¿ cfof]hgf 

u/L cGt/f{li6«o lxpF lrt'jflbj; -cS6f]a/ @#_ dgfOPsf] 5 . 

oxfFsf tLg ufpFkflnsfx¿ qmdzM kmStfn'ª, ldSjfvf]nf / 

l;l/h+3fdf …;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmd 
;~rfng eO/x]sf] 5 . oL kflnsfx¿sf ^ j6f ljBfnox¿ 
qmdzM>L 3'G;f cfwf/e"t ljBfno, >L ;/:jtL df=lj= / >L 
/ljsnf df=j -kmStfn'ª uf=kf=_, >L afNb]g df=lj= / >L ;fjF 
df=lj= -ldSjfvf]nfuf=kf=_ / >L ;/:jlt df=lj= -l;l/h+ufuf=kf=_ 
sf] cfwf/e"t txdf …;+/If0f lzIffM ;Gbe{ k':ts, efu ! / @Ú 
sf] k|of]u eO/x]sf] 5 . oL dWo] kmStfn'ª / l;l/h+ufsf $ j6f 
ljBfnox¿df …;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmdÚ 
cGtu{t lxpF lrt'jf lbj;sf lbg lrqsnf, lgaGw, sljtf / 
xflh/L hjfkm k|ltof]lutf cfof]hgf ul/of] .

tfKn]h'ªdf jGohGt' ;+/If0f / lbuf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf sfo{qmd 
;~rfng ub}{ cfO/x]sf] ;+:yf lxdfnL ;+/If0f d~rn] ;DalGwt 
ljBfnox¿;Fusf] ;xsfo{df cfof]hgf u/]sf] sfo{qmdnfO{ 6]sf 
;d"x g]kfn / cd]l/sfl:yt :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Ln] cfly{s Pj+ 
k|fljlws ;xof]u pknAw u/fPsf] xf] . 

sfo{qmddf ;DalGwt ufpFkflnsfsf cWoIfx¿, j8f ;b:ox¿, 
cleefjsx¿ / ljBfno Joj:yfkg ;ldltsf] pkl:yltdf 

;DkGg sfo{qmdx¿df $ ljBfnox¿sf (( hgf ljBfyL{x¿n] 
efu lnPsf lyP eg]  ;b:o, ljBfyL{ Pj+ cleefjsx¿sf] pkl:ylt 
/x]sf] lyof] .

…sfo{qmdaf6 ljWofyL{x¿ ;+/If0f ;DaGwL n]v /rgf 
n]Vgsf nflu pT;fxsf ;fy ;xefuL ePsf, lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 

;DaGwL ljBfyL{x¿df 1fgsf] k|;f/ ePsf] / cleefjsx¿dfem 
klg ;+/If0fsf] ;Gb]z k'u]sf] b]lvG5Ú, lxdfnL ;+/If0f d~rsf 

lgb]{zs /d]z /fO{ eG5g\ . pgL cufl8 ;'emfj lbG5g\, …ljBfno 
:t/df ljBfyL{x¿sf] ;d"x u7g ug{, ljBofnodf cltl/Qm 

s[ofsnfkx¿ Ufg{ / lxpF lrt'jf lbj;sf lbg lxpF lrt'jf c+lst 
6f]kL, l6–z6{, Aofu jf :6]zg/L ljt0f ug{ ;s] sfo{qmd 

k|efjsf/L x'g;S5 .Ú 

News

Photo : Ramesh Rai/Himali Samrachhan Munch
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Snow Leopard 
Scout's Monitoring 
Camp in Mustang!

A two-day "Snow leopard Scout's Monitoring Camp" was 
organized at Khinga village of Bharagung Muktichhetra 
Rural Municipality, Ward No. 1, Mustang, on October 21-22 
on the auspicious occasion of International Snow Leopard 
Day, October 23. Teka Samuha Nepal conducted the camp 
with the fi nancial and technical support received from Snow 
Leopard Conservancy (SLC) collaborating with Nepal's 
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation 
(DNPWC), Bharagung Muktichhetra Rural Municipality, 
Gharapjhong Rural Municipality, National Trust for Nature 
Conservation (NTNC)-Annapurna Conservation Area 
Project (ACAP). 

Ms. Maya Tamang, Chairperson of District Coordination 
Committee, Mustang had inaugurated the camp.

Dr. Som Ale, the former regional director of SLC, introduced 
the Snow Leopard Scout's Camp concept to Nepal in 
2012. From 2012 to 2014, he successfully led three three-
day camps under the supervision of ACAP. Teka ran the 
current camp as part of the "Community-Based Snow 
Leopard Conservation Program," which is currently running 
in Mustang and Taplejung districts with SLC funding and 
technical assistance.

The camp had a total of 26 participants, including 12 
students from Green Force Clubs, six environment teachers, 
a ranger, a local citizen scientist, and members of Teka. The 
participants visited the Khinga grassland (3600 m), which 
was described as snow leopard habitat. The participants 
were taught camera trap techniques for snow leopard 
monitoring and participated in snow leopard-themed art, 
poetry, and essay contests. A snow leopard scout committee 
was formed at the end to get students involved in snow 
leopard conservation activities.

d':tfªdf :gf] n]k8{ 
:sfp6\; dlg6l/ª SofDk Û
lxpF lrt'jf lbj;sf] cj;/ kf/]/ @)&( sflt{s $ / % ut] d':tfª 
lhNnf, afx|u'ª d'lQmIf]q ufpFkflnsf j8f g+= ! l:yt lsª\uf ufpFdf 
@ lbg] …:gf] n]k8{ :sfp6\; dlg6l/ª SofDkÚ cfof]hgf ul/of] . 
6]sf ;d"x g]kfnn] :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;L -P;Pn;L_ sf] cfly{s 
tyf k|fljlws ;xof]udf, /fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f 
ljefu, afx|u'ª d'lQmIf]q ufpFkflnsf, 3/kemf]ª ufpFkflnsf, /fli6«o 
k|s[lt ;+/If0f sf]if–cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]q cfof]hgf;Fusf] ;xsfo{df 
;f] SofDk cfof]hgf u/]sf] xf] . 

SofDksf] pb\3f6g d':tfª lhNnf ;dGjo ;ldltsf cWoIf 
>L dfof tfdfªn] ug'{ePsf] lyof] . 

P;Pn;Lsf tfTsflng If]qLo lgb]{zs 8f= ;f]d cfn]n] @)^( 
;fndf g]kfndf :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6\; SofDksf] cjwf/0ff Nofpg' 
ePsf] xf] . jxfFs} g]t[Tjdf P;Pn;Ln] PSofksf] Joj:yfkgdf 
d':tfªdf @)^( ;fnb]lv @)&! ;Dd # lbg] # j6f lzlj/x¿ 
;DkGg ul/;lsPsf] 5 . k|:t't SofDk 6]sf ;d"x g]kfnn] 
P;Pn;Lsf] cfly{s / k|fljlws ;xof]udf xfn d':tfª / 
tfKn]h'ª lhNnfdf ;~rflnt …;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0f sfo{qmdÚ cGtu{tsf] Pp6f sfo{qmdsf] ¿kdf ;~rfng 
u/]sf] xf] . 

;f] lzlj/df ̂  j6f ljBfnox¿sf !@ hgf ljBfyL{x¿, ̂  hgf lzIfs, 
/]~h/, :yfgLo l;l6hg ;fOlG6i6 / 6]sf ;d"xsf ;b:ox¿ 
;lxt @^ hgfsf] ;xeflutf lyof] . ;xefuLx¿nfO{ #^)) ld6/ 
pmrfOFl:yt lvª\uf n]ssf] lxpF lrt'jf jf;:yfgsf] cjnf]sg 
u/fpFb} Sofd/f 6«Øfk cg'udgsf tf}/ tl/sf l;sfpg'sf cnfjf, 
lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t lrqsnf, sljtf / lgjGw k|ltof]lutfdf 
;xefuL u/fO{, lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf nflu :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6 ;ldlt 
u7g ul/Psf] lyof] . 

– Anil Adhikari, Jomsom
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A Community-Based Snow Leopard Conservation Program 
has been launched in Mustang and Taplejung districts with an 
aim to conserve the vulnerable snow leopard. The program 
is launched by Teka Samuha Nepal with technical and 
monetary support from the Snow Leopard Conservancy. In 
Taplejung, the Himali Conservation Forum has assumed the 
responsibility of the project’s implementation. 

In Mustang’s Gharpajhong Rural Municipality, there are four 
schools, namely Dhaulagiri Secondary School, Janakalyan 
Secondary, Janahit Basic School, and Janawal Secondary, 
while Bahragung Muktikshetra Rural Municipality has 
Lupra Basic and Janashanti Basic School. Likewise, in 
Taplejung’s Phakktalung Rural Municipality, there are three 
schools, Ghunsa Primary, Rabikala Secondary, and Saraswati 
Secondary. Mikkhwakhola Rural Municipality has Balden and 
Sawa Secondary, and the Sirijangha Rural Municipality has 
Saraswati Secondary School. The project is being launched in 
these schools where the students will be taught using snow 
leopard-related conservation education reference books. 
The project organizes a Snow Leopard Scout's Monitoring 
Camp and snow leopard conservation initiatives at the 
schools. The program, being launched with a fund of Rs 
20,24,400, will run on until the end of May 14, 2023. 

The Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation 
(DNPWC) has published two books on snow leopard 
conservation, which are taught to local students. They also 
participate in conservation-related extracurricular activities.

“The project helps in promoting snow leopard conservation 
among the target groups in Annapurna Conservation Area 
and Kanchenjunga Conservation Area, which are the habitats 
of snow leopard,” says Anil Adhikari, Executive Director of 
Teka Samuha Nepal. This is the fi rst initiative of its kind 
where books related to the snow leopard, which is found in 
12 countries, is being taught in schools around the animal’s 
habitat.

Community Based 
Snow Leopard Conservation Program 

launched in Mustang and Taplejung

c;'/lIft cj:yfdf /x]sf] lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg ;3fpg] p2]Zon] 
d':tfª / tfKn]h'ª lhNnfdf …;d'bfodf cfwfl/t lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0f sfo{qmdÚ ;~rfng ul/Psf] 5 . sfo{qmd 6]sf ;d"x g]kfnn] 
:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Lsf] k|fljlws Pj+ cfly{s ;xof]udf ;~rfng 
u/]sf] xf] . tfKn]h'ªdf lxdfnL ;+/If0f d~rn] sfo{qmd 
sfof{Gjogsf] lhDd]jf/L lnPsf] 5 .  

d':tfªsf] 3/kemf]ª ufpFkflnsfsf rf/ ljBfnox¿, wf}nflu/L 
df=lj=, hgsNof0f dflj=, hglxt df=lj=/ hgjfn df=lj tyf afx|u'ª 
d'lQmIf]q ufpFkflnsfsf n'k|f cfwf/e"t / hgzflGt cfwf/e"t 
ljBfno 5g\ . To:t}, tfKn]h'ª lhNnfsf kmQmfn'ª ufpFkflnsfsf 
tLg ljBfnox¿ 3'G;f cfwf/e"t, /ljsnf df=lj=, ;/:jlt df=lj, 
ldSVjfvf]nf ufpFkflnsfsf] afNb]g / ;fjfF df=lj / l;l/hª\3f 
ufpFkflnsfsf] ;/:jlt df=lj=df lxpF lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f lzIff 
k':tsx¿sf] k7gkf7g Pj+ lxpF lrt'jf :sfp6\; cg'udg lzlj/ / 
ljBfnox¿df lxpF lrt'jf ljifos sfo{qmdx¿ cfof]hgf ul/g]5 . 
¿=@) nfv, @$ xhf/ $ ;osf] nfutdf ;~rflnt sfo{qmd @)*) 
;fn j}zfv d;fGt;Dd ;~rfng ul/g] 5 . 

/fli6«o lgs'~h tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f ljefuåf/f k|sflzt lxpF 
lrt'jfdf cfwfl/t ;+/If0f lzIff efu ! / @ sf] cWoog\ cWofkg 
ub}{ :yfgLo ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ ;+/If0fd"ns cltl/Qm sfo{qmdx¿df 
;xefuL u/fOG5 . o;n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf;:yfg /x]sf] cGgk"0f{ 
;+/If0f If]q / s~rgh+3f ;+/If0f If]qsf nlIft ;d'bfox¿df lxpF 
lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] k|rf/ k|;f/ / k|j4{gdf 6]jf k'Ub5Ú, 6]sf ;d"x 
g]kfnsf sfo{sf/L lgb]{zs clgn clwsf/L atfpF5g\ . ljZjsf 
!@ d'n'sx¿df dfq kfOg] lxpF lrt'jfsf] ljifodf jf;:yfg / ;f] 
j/k/ :yfgLo ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ lxpF lrt'jfd} cfwfl/t kf7\o;fdu|Laf6 
k7gkf7g ul/Psf] of] klxnf] sfo{qmd xf] . 

d':tfª / tfKn]h'ªdf 
;d'bfodf cfwfl/t 
lxp“ lrt'jf ;+/If0f sfo{qmd
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A group of students, representing the Snow Leopard Scouts, 
and conservation teachers staged a street play at Mustang’s 
Thini village in Gharpajhong Rural Municipality-5 and Kagbeni 
in Baragung Muktikshetra Rural Municipality on August 26 
and 27, 2022.

The group included six students and one conservation 
teacher from Dhaulagiri Boarding School, Jomsom, and four 
students and one teacher from Janahit Secondary School. 
The staging marked the Thini Bhadra Mela (August Fair) 
and the annual function of Kagbeni’s Janashanti Secondary 
School, Jomsom. Bhesh Raj Bastola, a conservation teacher 
from Janahit Secondary School, said the drama portrayed the 
confl ict between humans and snow leopard and aimed to 
make the public aware of it. “This kind of program inspires 
students, sends message to families and communities, and 
raises awareness among the public,” Bastola said. “Dramas 
like this are necessary to make people aware of snow 
leopards.”

The program was organized by Mountain Spirit with fi nancial 
assistance from Snow Leopard Conservancy. Sonam Chhiring 
Gurung, a Grade 7 student from Dhaulagiri Boarding School 
who lives in Kagbeni, performed in a drama for the fi rst time 
in his life. “I feel that the drama has helped me explore my 
creative side and made me more committed to conserving 
snow leopards,” Gurung said. An audience of more than 300 
local residents, offi cials, and students  watched the play in 
Thini, and a similar audience of more than 200 people were 
in attendance in Kagbeni. 

Subash Thakali, who has observed cultural programs and 
dances every year, said he was impressed by the drama 
presented this year. “It turns out the drama was related 
to our society because it tried to portray the relationship 
between the Thakali community and snow leopard,” he said. 

d':tfªsf] 3/kemf]ª ufpFkflnsf–% l7gL ufpF / af/fu'ª d'lQmIf]q 
ufpFkflnsf $ sfua]gLdfdf :gf] n]k8{ :sfp6\sf ljBfyL{x¿ / 
;+/If0f lzIfsx¿åf/f @)&( ;fn efb| !) / !! ut] ;8s gf6s 
k|bz{g ul/Psf] lyof] . 

wf}nflu/L cfjf;Lo ljBfno hf]d;f]dsf ^ ljBfyL{x¿, ! ;+/If0f 
lzIfs / hglxt dfWolds ljBfno hf]d;f]dsf $ ljBfyL{x¿ / 
! ;+/If0f lzIfsåf/f l7gL efb| d]nfdf / sfua]gLsf] hgzflGt 
dfWolds ljBfnosf] jflif{s pT;jdf ;8s gf6s b]vfOPsf] 
lyof] . lxpF lrt'jf / dfgj larsf] åGåaf/] ufpF3/df ;r]tgf 
ug]{ p2]Zon] ;8s gf6sx¿ b]vfOPsf] hglxt df=lj=sf ;+/If0f 
lzIfs e]if/fh af:tf]nfn] atfpF5g\ . …o; k|sf/sf] sfo{qmdn] 
ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ k|]/0ff ldNg] / ljBfyL{x¿af6 k|fKt ;Gb]zx¿ 3/–
3/df / ;dfhdf ;r]tgf km}nfpg ;3fpF5Ú, af:tf]nfn] eg], 
…;d'bfodf lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a'emfpg / a'‰g o; k|sf/sf] gf6sx¿ 
h¿/L 5 .Ú    

:gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Lsf] cfly{s ;xof]udf dfpG6]g l:kl/6n] 
pQm sfo{qmd cfof]hgf u/]sf] lyof] . sfua]gL 3/ ePsf 
wf}nflu/L cfjf;Lo ljBfnosf] sIff & sf ;f]gfd l5/Lª u'¿ª 
gf6sdf klxnf] k6s v]n]sf] cg'ej ;'gfpF5g\ . …gf6sn] cfˆgf] 
k|ltef k|:km'l6t ePsf] / ;+/If0f k|lt cem} nufj a9]sf] cg'ej 
ePsf] 5Ú, u'¿ª eG5g\ . ;f] ;8s gf6s l7gLdf em08} #)) eGbf 
a9L :yfgLojf;Lx¿, sd{rf/Lx¿ / ljBfyL{x¿n] x]/]sf lyP eg] 
;f]xL k|s[ltsf @)) hlt bz{sx¿n] sfua]gLdf klg ;8s gf6s 
x]/]sf lyP . bz{sx¿df lhNnfs} :yfgLox¿, sdf{rf/Lx¿, 
ljBfyL{x¿ lyP .   

x/]s jif{ ;f+:s[lts sfo{qmd / gfrufg x]b}{ cfPsf l7gLsf 
:yfgLo ;'af; ysfnLnfO{ o;kflnsf] ;8s gf6s lgs} 
/f]dfGrs nfUof] . …of] gf6s t xfd|} ;d'bfo;Fu hf]l8Psf] /x]5 
lsgsL o;n] ysfnL ;d'bfo / lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;DaGw b]vfpg 
vf]h]sf] lyof]Ú, pgn] eg] .  

Niraj Thakali Jomson, Bhadra 14

Street Drama on Snow Leopard 
Conservation Staged in Mustang

d':tfªdf lxp“ lrt'jf 
;+/If0faf/] ;8s gf6s
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A golf match competition was held at Lobthang pastureland 
in Lomanthang Rural Municipality-5, Mustang on Saturday, 
August 27, 2022.

According to the Lomanthang Rural Municipality, a world 
record has been set for conducting the highest-elevation 
golf tournament at the Lobathang golf course, located at 
4645 meters, which is highest in the world. Prior to this, Yak 
Golf Course in India’s Sikkim located at 3970 meters was 
considered the highest golf course in the world.

Mr. Indradhara Bista, a provincial assembly member from 
Gandaki, said the competition was successfully organized. 
“The event saw 36 competitors.  We created a record 
by conducting a golf competition at the world's highest 
altitude.” The event won’t affect the snow leopard’s habitat, 
Bista added.

Eighty-one-year-old Dr. Rita Thapa inaugurated the golf 
match competition. Mr. Shyam Tamang and Ms. Susma Singh 
bagged the title prize under men’s and women’s categories, 
respectively, in the competition that featured nine holes. 

The Lomanthang Rural Municipality had disbursed a budget 
of Rs one million in the fi scal year 2079/80 to conduct the 
high-altitude golf competition, aiming to promote sports 
tourism in Upper Mustang. 

Golf Match Competition Held at
 Snow Leopard Habitat in Annapurna Conservation Area

“A technical team had monitored the site for the golf event 
in Lobathang last year,” Mr Tashi Narbu Gurung, chairman of 
the rural municipality, said, “The tournament was held after 
the team fi nalized the location to attract tourists.”

Mr. Prem Prasad Tulachan, former member of Parliament, 
said the golf course has opened new avenues for Mustang’s 
sports and tourism sectors. 

To get to the site, a motorable road extension has been built.  
A 3-km wide grassland has been turned into a golf course. 
Provincial Assembly member Bista said that the course 
was set up with the NRs. 1 million budgets disbursed by 
the Gandaki provincial government under the infrastructure 
development program. The golf course features structures 
from T Box, fairway and green, and T Box for front line and 
back line. The site is located 12 km from Lomanthang, which 
is a 30-minute-long drive. Lobathang lies on a course to West 
Dolpa from Lomanthang bazar.

It is understood that after the competition, the golf course 
will be left at its natural condition until the next event. The 
grassland is a grazing site for wild animals like blue sheep, the 
primary natural prey of snow leopard, and domestic goats, 
horses, and yaks. 

– Niraj Thakali, Jomson
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efb| !!, @)&( sf lbg, d':tfªsf] nf]dfGyfª ufpFkflnsf–% l:yt 
nf]jyfª vs{df zlgjf/ uNkm k|ltof]lutf ;DkGg ePsf] 5 . 

;d'Gb|L ;txb]lv $^$% ld6/sf] prfOdf /x]sf] nf]jyfªdf agfOPsf] 
uNkm sf];{df ljZjs} pRr :yfgdf k|ltof]lutf ;~rfng u/]/ 
lslt{dfg agfPsf] cfof]hs nf]dfGyfª ufpFkflnsfn] hgfPsf] 
5 . o;cl3 ef/tsf] l;lSsddf #(&) ld6/ prfOdf /x]sf] 
…ofs uNkm sf];{ÚnfO{ ;jf{lws prfO{sf] uNkm sf];{ dfGg] 
ul/Psf] lyof] . 

u08sL k|b]z;ef ;b:o O{Gb|wf/f lai6n] ljZjs} pRr :yfgdf 
uNkm k|ltof]lutf ;kmntfk"j{s ;DkGg ePsf] atfP . …of] 
k|ltof]lutf #^ hgf v]nf8Lx¿sf] ;xefuLtfdf ;~rfng eof]Ú, 
pxfFn] eGg'eof], …ljZjs} pRr :yfgdf uNkm v]nfP/ lslt{dfg 
agfpg ;kmn eof} .Ú o;n] vf;} lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf:yfgnfO{ c;/ 
gug]{ lai6n] atfpg' eof] .

pd]/n] *! jif{ k'u]sL 8f= l/tf yfkfn] k|ltof]lutfsf] pb\3f6g 
ug{'ePsf] lyof] . gf} xf]ndf v]nfOPsf] k|ltof]lutfsf] k'¿iftkm{ 
Zofd tfdfª / dlxnftkm{ ;'idf l;+x ljhoL x'g'ePsf] lyof] . 

pkNnf] d':tfªsf] ko{6g k|j{4g tyf kj{tLo v]ns'bsf] ljsf; ug{ 
nf]dfGyfª ufpFkflnsfn] cfly{s jif{ @)&(÷)*) df xfO{clN6Ro'8 
uNkm k|ltof]lutf ;+~rfng ug{ ¿= !) nfv ah]6 ljlgof]hg 
u/]sf] lyof] .

…ut jif{ nf]jyfªdf uNkm v]nsf k|fljlws 6f]nL k'u]/ ;f] :yfgsf] 
cjnf]sg u/]sf lyPÚ, ufpFkflnsfsf cWoIf 6;L gj{' u'¿ªn] 

– lg/h ysfnL

cGgk"0f{ ;+/If0f If]qsf] 
lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf:yfgdf uNkm k|ltof]lutf Û

eGg'eof] …6f]nLn] uNkm v]nsf nflu pko'Qm :yfg klxrfg u/]
kl5 ko{6g cfs{lif{t ug{ k|ltof]lutf ;~rfng u/]sf xf}F .Ú

k|ltlgwL;efsf k"j{ ;b:o k|]dk|;fb t'nfrgn] nf]jyfªsf] uNkm 
sf];{n] d':tfªsf] v]ns'b / ko{6gsf] If]qdf gofF ;Defjgf 
phfu/ u/]sf] atfpg'eof] .  

ToxfF;Dd k'Ug df]6/ ;8s ;d]t la:tf/ eO;s]sf] 5 . 
sl/a tLg lsnf]ld6/ km/flsnf] ;dy/ v'Nnf If]qdf 3fF;] 
d}bfgdf uNkm v]nsf nflu d}bfg agfOPsf] 5 . ToxfF u08sL 
k|b]z ;/sf/ dfkm{t lgjf{rg If]q k"jf{wf/ ljsf; sfo{qmdaf6 
ljlgof]hg ePsf] ¿= !) nfv ah]6af6 uNkm sf];{ lgdf{0f ul/Psf] 
;f+;b lji6n] atfpg'eof] uNkmsf nflu l6 aS;, km]o/ j] / lu|g, 
k|mG6 nfO{g / Aofs nfO{gsf] l6aS; nufotsf ;+/rgf agfOPsf] 
5 . uNkm v]nd}bfg k'Ug nf]dfGyfªaf6 !@ lsnf]ld6/ ;8s ofqf 
ug{'k5{ . ;jf/L ;fwgdf nf]dfGyfªaf6 tL; ldg]6df k'Ug 
;lsG5 . nf]dfGyfªahf/ b]lv klZrd 8f]Nkf hfg] af6f]df nf]jfGyfª 
k5{ .

;f] uNkm k|ltof]lutfkl5 uNkm sf];{nfO{ csf]{ k|ltof]lutf geP;Dd 
k|flslts cj:yfd} /xg lbg] a'lemG5 . oxfF lxpF lrt'jfsf] d'Vo 
k|fylds k|fs[lts cfxf/f gfp/ nufot 3/kfn'jf cfxf/f RofË|f, 
3f]8f, rf}F/Lx¿ rg]{ u/]sf 5g\ . uNkmsf];{ dxTjk"0f{ 5 lsgsL 
o;n] lbuf] ko{6gnfO{ k|j4{g ub{5 h;n] cGtdf jGohGt' 
;+/If0fnfO{ g} 6]jf k'¥ofpFb5 .

;dfrf/
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Rilu the snow leopard at Miller Park Zoo, in 
Bloomington, Illinois. (CNN) 

January 8, 2022, A snow leopard has died after contracting 
Covid-19 at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington, Illinois'.

Rilu, an 11-year-old snow leopard, struggled with Covid-19 
induced pneumonia before death, according to a post on the 
Miller Park Zoo verifi ed Instagram account.

"Rilu arrived at the Miller Park Zoo in 2011 from the 
Oklahoma City Zoo," the post said. "During his time here, 
he produced seven living offspring that are now part of the 
Species Survival Plan (SSP)."

"He made the Miller Park Zoo one of the leading institutions 
in the world in producing snow leopard cubs."

"Rilu's personality and beauty will be missed by guests and 
staff, but he will not be forgotten." 

Wildlife photographer Joel Sartore who captured Rilu 
on fi lm, paid tribute to the snow leopard in his instagram 
account. "We are very sad to share the news that Rilu, an 
11-year-old snow leopard @millerparkzoo, has died from 
COVID complications," Sartore said. 

"Snow leopards are proving extremely susceptible to 
the disease, and it's often fatal. If you haven't received a 
vaccination and booster yet, please do so. It's more than just 
human lives that are at stake. Thank you,” he further says. 

Cases of zoo animals infected with Covid-19 have been 
previously reported. In December, two hippos tested positive 
for Covid-19 at a zoo in Antwerp, Belgium. A month earlier, 
three snow leopards died at the Lincoln Children's Zoo in 
Nebraska, due to Covid-19 related complications.

"I love that the legacy of Rilu will live on in the Photo Ark, a 
National Geographic Project. Rilu will engage and astonish 
the world for many years to come,"  says Jay Tetzloff, zoo 
superintendent at Miller Park Zoo.

“Snow leopards in the Species Survival Plan® (SSP) serve 
as ambassadors for their wild cousins, contributing to the 
overall conservation of the species through the breeding 
program and insuring a healthy ex situ population of the cats. 
Snow leopards in the SSP contribute to important research 
initiatives that help improve the understanding of snow 
leopard behavior and physiology and through educational 
initiatives that engages the greater global audience in 
their conservation.”  Ashleigh Lutz-Nelson, Snow Leopard 
Conservancy. 

Snow Leopard Dies 
at Illinois' Zoo
after Contracting Covid-19

Sana Noor Haq Olngf]osf] lrl8ofvfgfdf sf]le8–!( 
;ªqmd0faf6 lxp“ lrt'jfsf] d[To'

l/n' lxpF lrt'jf, ldn/ kfs{ lrl8ofvfgf, An'ldË6g, Olngf]o .

-l;PgPg_ ldn/ kfs{ lrl8ofvfgf, An'ldË6g, Olngf]odf sf]le8 
!( ;ªqmd0faf6 lxpF lrt'jfsf] d[To' ePsf] 5 .

hgj/L *, @)@@, ldn/ kfs{ lrl8ofvfgfsf] cflwsfl/s 
OG:6fu|fdsf] Pp6f kf]i6sf] cg';f/ !! aifL{o lxpF lrt'jf, l/n', 
d[To' cl3 sf]le8 !( ;ªqmd0fsf sf/0f lgdf]lgof ;Fu h'lw/x]sf] 
lyof] . 

…l/n' ;g\ @)!! df cf]Nsfxf]df l;6L lrl8ofvfgfaf6 ldn/ kfs{ 
lrl8ofvfgfdf NofOPsf]  lyof]Ú p oFxf /xFbf ;ftj6f aRrfx¿ 
hGdfpg ;3fof]  hf] clxn] l:kl;h ;/efOen Knfg -P;P;kL_ sf] 
lx:;f ePsf 5g\ .

…p;n] ldn/ kfs{ lrl8ofvfgfnfO{ lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] aRrf pTkfbg 
ug]{ ljZjs} Pp6f k|d'v ;+:yf agfpg ;3fof] .Ú

…lrl8ofvfgfsf] cfuGt's tyf sd{rf/Lx¿n] l/n'sf] JolQmTj / 
;'Gb/tfnfO{ b]Vg kfpg] 5}gg\, t/ p;nfO{ slxNo} lal;{g] 5}gg\ .Ú

jGohGt' kmf]6f]u|fkm/ hf]Pn ;f/6f]/ h;n] l/n'nfO{ lkmNddf 
ptf/], pgn] cfˆgf] OG6«fu|fd Psfp06df l/n'k|lt >4f~hln ck{0f 
u/]sf 5g\ . …!! alif{o lxpF lrt'jf l/n'sf] ldn/kfs{ lrl8ofvfgf 
sf]le8 hl6ntfsf] sf/0f lgwg ePsf] ;dfrf/ ;Dk|]if0f ug{'kbf{ 
xfdL d{dflxt 5f}ÚÚ, ;f/6f]/ eG5g\ .

…lxpF lrt'jfx¿ /f]uk|lt cToGt} ;+j]bgzLn /x]sf] k'i6L x'G5, / of] 
k|fo 3fts x'G5 . olb tkfFOx¿n] ;'O{ / a':6/ nufpg' ePsf] 5}g 
eg] s[kof nufpg' xf]nf . of] dfgj hLjgsf] dfq ;jfn xf]Og . 
wGojfbÚ, pgL cufl8 eG5g\ .

lrl8ofvfgfsf hgfj/x¿df sf]le8 ;ªqmd0f ePsf 36gfx¿ 
klxnf klg cfPsf 5g\ . l8;]Da/df a]lNhodsf] PG6j{ksf] Pp6f 
lrl8ofvfgfdf b'O{j6f hnu}F8fx¿df sf]le8–!( ;ªqmd0f ePsf] 
lyof] . Ps dlxgf cl3 g]a/]:sfsf] lnªsg afn lrl8ofvfgfdf 
ltgj6f lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] sf]le8 hl6ntfsf sf/0f d[To' ePsf] 
lyof] .

…d v';L 5' ls l/n'sf] lj/f;t g]zgn lhof]u|flkmssf] kmf]6f] cfs{ 
cfof]hgfdf df hLljt /xg] 5 . l/n'n] cfufld s}of+} aif{;Dd ;+;f/
nfO{ rlst kfb}{ Jo:t t'Nofpg] 5 .Ú, ldn/ kfs{ lrl8of3/sf 
;'kl/j]Ifs h] 6]8\hnˆkm eG5g\ . 

…:k]l;h ;ef{{Oen Knfg -P;P;kL_ cyf{t\ k|hflt hLljtf of]hgfdf 
lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] cfˆgf rr]/f efOx¿sf nflu /fhb't h:t} eP/ 
sfd ub{5g\ . logLx¿n] lrl8of3/x¿df /x]sf lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] 
:j:Yo cfjfbL ;'lglZrt ug]{ k|hgg\ sfo{qmdsf] dfWodaf6 
la/fnfx¿sf] ;+/If0fdf of]ubfg lbG5g\ . P;P;kLdf lxpF 
lrt'jfx¿n] dxTjk"0f{ cg';Gwfg sfo{x¿df of]ubfg 
k'¥ofpFb5g\ . of] sfo{n] lxpF lrt'jfsf] Jojxf/ / z/L/ lj1fgnfO{ 
/fd|/L a'‰g ;xof]u ub}{ o:tf] z}lIfs sfo{qmdx¿sf] dfWodaf6 
lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+/If0fdf w]/}eGbf w]/} cGt/f{li6«o bz{sx¿nfO{ 
;fd]n u/fpFb5Ú, :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Lsf sfo{sf/L lgb]{zs 
PZnL n'6\h g]Nzg elG5g .

News
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Nxf;f,  h]i7 & , @)&( -l;GXjf_––rf]df]nf]Ëdf /fli6«o cf/Ifdf sl/a 
!)^ b]lv !!$ lxpF lrt'jfx¿ /x]sf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 .

cg';Gwfgstf{x¿sf cg';f/, blIf0f–klZrd rLgsf] ;Dk"0f{ 
k|fs[lts cf/Ifsf] !!,!)) ju{  ls= ld= jf #@=( k|ltzt e"–efu 
If]qkmn lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;DefJo k|fs[lts jf;:yfgsf] nflu 
pko'Qm 5 .

cfhsf ldlt;Dd lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] k|fs[lts jf;:yfgsf] #))) 
ju{  ls= ld= cg'udg ul/Psf] 5, h'g cf/Ifsf] *=( k|ltzt lx:;f 
xf] .

of] cg'udg rf]df]nf]Ëdf lxdfnL If]qdf ul/Psf] lxpF lrt'jf 
;+/If0f sfo{qmdsf] Pp6f lx:;f xf] h'g efGs] kmfp08];g / ltAat 
:jfoQ If]qsf] jg ljefusf] ;+o'Qm k|of;df @)&) ;fndf 
k|f/De ePsf] xf] .

cf/Ifsf cg';f/, @)&* ;Dddf kmfp08];gn] em08} @@ s/f]8eGbf 
a9L ¿k}ofF cg'bfg lbO{ rf]df]nf]Ëdf lxdfnL If]qdf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0f 
;~hfn :yfkgf u/]sf] lyof] .

lxpF lrt'jfx¿ rLgsf] pRr /fli6«o :t/Lo ;+/If0f sf]6Ldf kb{5g\ 
/ logLx¿nfO{ cfOo";LPgn] ;+j]bgzLnsf] ;"rLdf /fv]sf] 5 . 
lxdfnL kj{tsf] /fhf eg]/ lrlgg] lolgx¿ #))) b]lv %))) ld6/
sf] prfO{df kfOG5g\ .

rf]df]nf]Ëdf /fli6«o cf/If g]kfn–rLg l;dfgfdf cjl:yt 5, 
h;sf] s]Gbdf **$*=*^ ld6/ prfO{ ePsf] ljZjs} ;jf{]Rr lzv/ 
rf]df]nf]Ëdf lxdfn /x]sf] 5 . ;u/dfyf lxdfn ltAatdf 
rf]df]nf]Ëdf eg]/ lrlgG5 .  

Text & Photo : Xinhua

rf]df]nf]Ëdf cf/Ifdf 
lxp“ lrt'jfx¿sf] ;ªVof 
!)) eGbf dfly

;dfrf/

LHASA, May 21, 2022 (Xinhua) -- It has been estimated that 
there are 106 to 114 snow leopards in the Qomolangma 
National Nature Reserve. 

According to researchers, the potential habitat suitable 
for snow leopards totals about 11,100 square km or 32.9 
percent of the entire nature reserve in southwest China. 

To date, 3,000 square km of snow leopard habitat has been 
monitored, accounting for 8.9 percent of the reserve.

The monitoring is part of a snow leopard protection program 
in the Mount Qomolangma area that was jointly initiated by 
the Vanke Foundation and the forestry departments of the 
Tibet Autonomous Region in 2013.

By 2021, the foundation had donated 11 million yuan (1.63 
million U.S. dollars), and a snow leopard protection network 
was set up in the Mount Qomolangma area, according to 
the reserve. 

Snow leopards are under China's highest national-level 
protection and are listed as Vulnerable by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Known as the 
"King of snow mountains," they are usually found at an 
altitude of 3,000 to 5,000 meters. 

The Qomolangma National Nature Reserve is located on 
the China-Nepal border with Mount Qomolangma, the 
world's highest peak at a height of 8,848.86 meters, at its 
core. Mt. Everest is known in Tibetan as Qumolangma.

Snow Leopard 
Population Exceeds 100 in 
Mt. Qomolangma Reserve
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Pakistani NGO awarded for its commitment and success in 
snow leopard conservation. 

Thanks to the Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and 
Development Organization, human-wildlife confl icts 
decreased, and the snow leopard population stabilized in 
northern Pakistan. The NABU (Nature And Biodiversity 
Conservation Union) Snow Leopard Award 2021 goes to 
the members of the NGO. Well deserved! 

May 31, 2022 - On silent paws, well camoufl aged and rarely 
seen –  revered "spirit of the mountains" faces the threat of 
extinction: As of today, only a few thousand snow leopards 
remain roaming the Asian high mountains. Retaliatory killing, 
poaching, and habitat loss threaten their existence. But 
there is still hope: In Gilgit-Baltistan, where 80 percent of 
Pakistan's snow leopards live, the population of the rare big 
cats is gradually stabilizing. Over 90 snow leopards are now 
estimated to live in the region. This success is largely due 
to the commitment, dedication, and efforts of the Baltistan 
Wildlife Conservation and Development Organization 
(BWCDO), the winner of the NABU Snow Leopard Award 
2021. 

To protect snow leopards and human livelihoods 
simultaneously, BWCDO is pursuing an innovative 
two-fold strategy: snow leopard-proof corrals and fi nancial 
assistance to offset depredation losses, with the support 

of Snow Leopard Conservancy. 
For the protection of livestock 
grazing animals, its team supports 
the building of secure corrals that 
prevent snow leopards from preying 
on livestock. So far, nine predator-
proof corrals have been built, and 
more are planned. At the same time, 
NABU and BWCDO work together 
to provide fi nancial compensation 
for local livestock owners when 
animal losses occur during grazing 
activities. This combination of 
protection and compensation has 
helped to reduce hostility toward 
snow leopards and prevent killings 
of the rare big cat.

NABU has been working with 
BWCDO for the conservation 
of snow leopards and supports 
BWCDO with their sustainability 

initiatives, such as introducing eco-friendly bags in Gilgit-
Baltistan. BWCDO not only focuses on protecting snow 
leopards but also on providing quality education in remote 
areas of Northern Pakistan, established through its sister 
organization Iqra Fund. The educational campaign aims at 
raising awareness for environmental protection in Pakistan, 
thus creating a safe haven for the endangered snow leopards.

Due to Covid restrictions, the Snow Leopard Award 2021 was 
presented to BWCDO only. The award was ceremoniously 
handed over to Ghulam Mohammad, representative of 
BWCDO, during his offi cial visit to NABU in Germany. During 
his stay, he also met Jörg-Andreas Krüger, NABU President, 
and Thomas Tennhardt, NABU Director International, to 
exchange information about snow leopard conservation 
in Pakistan. For the fi rst time, the award was presented 
to Pakistan, and its due credit goes to BWCDO’s team in 
Skardu which relentlessly worked for the conservation of the 
majestic snow leopards. For its outstanding work, the Pakistani 
NGO furthermore received international recognition by the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and was 
awarded with the Equator Prize 2017. BWCDO is led by 
Dr. Shafqat Hussain, Rolex Award Laureate, and managed 
by Ghulam Mohammad, CEO of BWCDO. We congratulate 
and thank the team of Baltistan Wildlife Conservation and 
Development Organization for its passionate commitment 
to protect Snow leopards and their habitat! 

Snow Leopard Award 2021 
Goes to BWCDO

News

BWCDO builds snow leopard-proof corrals to protect livestock 
and prevent human-wildlife confl icts. - photo: BWCDO
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kfls:tfgL u}/;/sf/L ;+:yf lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fdf o;sf] k|ltj4tf 
/ ;kmntfsf] nflu ;Ddflgt .

jflN6:6fg jGohGt' ;+/If0f tyf ljsf; ;+:yfnfO{ wGojfb . 
pQ/L kfls:tfgdf dfgj jGohGt' k|ltåGb 36\of], / lxpF lrt'jfsf] 
;ªVof l:y/ eof] . PgPaLo' -k|s[lt tyf h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0f 
;+3_ k'/:sf/ @)@! u}/;/sf/L ;+:yfsf ;b:ox¿nfO{ hfG5 .

@)&( h]7 !& ut]M zfGt kfOnfx¿df dHhfn] 5Ng ;Sg] / 
la/n} b]lvg] – kljq …kj{tsf cfTdfx¿Ú ljn'Kt x'g] cj:yfdf 
5g\ . cfh s]xL xhf/ lxpF lrt'jfx¿dfq Pl;ofsf pRr lxdfnL 
kj{tx¿df lar/0f ul//x]sf5g\ . k|ltzf]whGo xTof, cj}w lzsf/ 
tyf k|fs[lts jf;:yfgsf] ljgfzn] pgLx¿sf] cl:tTj ;+s6df 
5 . t/ cem} klg cfzf 5M kfls:tfgsf] *) k|ltzt lxpF lrt'jfx¿ 
/x]sf] lunlh6 jflN6:6fgdf nf]kGd'v 7"nf la/fnfx¿sf] ;+Vof 
l:y/ x'Fb} uO/x]sf] 5 . o; If]qdf () eGbf w]/} lxpF lrt'jfx¿ 
/x]sf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . of] ;kmntfsf] >]o PgPaLo' lxpF lrt'jf 
k'/:sf/ @)&* sf] ljh]tf jflN6:6fg jGohGt' ;+/If0f tyf ljsf; 
;+:yf -aL8An';L8Lcf]_ sf] k|ltj4tf, ;dk{0f / k|of;x¿nfO{ hfG5 .

lxpF lrt'jf / dfgj lhljsf]kfh{gsf] ;Fu;Fu} ;'/Iff ug{sf 
nflu aL8An';L8Lcf]n] bf]xf]/f] /0flgtL ckgfPsf] 5, :gf] n]k8{ 
sGh/e]G;Lsf] ;xof]un] lxpF lrt'jf k|lt/f]ws vf]/ / kz'wg xfgL 
gf]S;fgLsf] ;Gt'ngsf nflu cfly{s ;xof]u . rg]{ hgfj/x¿sf] 
;'/Iffsf nflu of] ;d"xn] tf/af/ ;lxtsf] vf]/ agfpgsf] nflu 
;xof]u ub{5 tfls lxpF lrt'jfx¿n] ufOja:t'x¿sf] lzsf/ ug{ 
g;sf];\ . clxn];Dd gf} j6f lzsf/L hGt' k|lt/f]ws vf]/x¿sf] 
lgdf{0f eO;s]sf] 5 / c¿ w]/} vf]/x¿ agfpg] of]hgf /x]sf] 
5 . ;f]xL ;dodf PgPaLo'  / aL8An';L8Lcf]n] r/gsf] qmddf 
dfl/Psf  3/kfn'jf hgfj/x¿sf] xsdf ufO{j:t' wgL s[ifsx¿nfO{ 
cfly{s Ifltk"tL{ k|bfg ug{ Ps};fy sfd ub{5g\ . ;kmntf :j¿kM 
;'/Iff / Ifltk"tL{sf] ;+of]hgn] lxpF lrt'jfx¿ k|ltsf] zq'tf sd ug{ / 
nf]kf]Gd"v 7"nf la/fnf]x¿sf] xTof /f]Sgdf d2t u/]sf] 5 .

lxpF lr't'jf ;+/If0fsf] nflu PgPaLo'n] aL8An';L8Lcf];Fu ;xsfo{ 
ul//x]sf] 5 / aL8An';L8Lcf]nfO{ o;sf] lbuf] kxnx¿df 
;xof]u ub{5, pbfx/0fsf nflu  lunlh6 jflN6:6fgdf jftfj/0fd}qL 
emf]nfx¿sf] z'¿jft . aL8An';L8Lcf]] lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+/If0f dfq 
geO{ pQ/L kfls:tfgsf] b'u{d If]qx¿df u'0f:t/Lo lzIff k|bfg 
ug{sf] nflu klg s]lGb|t 5, h'g o;sf] eft[ ;:+yf Oqmf sf]ifåf/f 

lxp“ lrt'jf 
k'/:sf/ @)@!  
aL8An';L8Lcf]nfO{

:yflkt ePsf] xf] . o; z}lIfs cleofg kfls:tfgdf jftfj/0f 
;+/If0fsf] hgr]tgf clej[l4df nlIft 5, h;n] vt/fdf k/]sf lxpF 
lrt'jfx¿sf nflu Pp6f ;'/lIft cf>osf] ;[hgf u/]sf] 5 .

sf]le8 k|ltaGwsf sf/0f lxpF lrt'jf k'/:sf/ @)@! aL8An';L8Lcf]
nfO{ dfq k|bfg ul/Psf] 5 . o; k'/:sf/ aL8An';L8Lcf]sf k|ltlglw 
u'nfd dxf]d2nfO{ hd{gLdf pgsf] PgPaLo'sf] cf}krfl/s e|d0fsf 
qmddf Ps ;df/f]x aLr x:tfGt/0f ul/of] . df]xd2sf] e|d0fsf 
qmddf pgn] lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf] af/]df ;"rgf cbfgk|bfg ug{ 
PgPaLo'sf ;efklt hu{ cflG8«P; qm'u/ tyf PgPaLo' cGt/fli6«o 
lgb]{zs yf]d; 6]Ggxf8{6;Fu e]63f6 u/]sf lyP . of] k'/:sf/ 
kfls:tfgnfO{ klxnf] k6s k|bfg ul/Fb} 5, h;sf] >]o :sf{8'sf] 
aL8An';L8Lcf]sf] ;d"xnfO{ hfG5 h;n] lg/Gt/ ¿kdf zfgbf/ 
lxpF lrt'jfx¿sf] ;+/If0fdf sfd ul//x]sf] 5 . o; pTs[i6 
sfdsf] nflu o; kfls:tfgL u}/;/sf/L ;+:yfn] ;+o'Qm /fi6«;+3 
ljsf; sfo{qmd -o'Pgl8kL_ af6 cGt/f{li6«o dfGotf kfof] . ;fy} 
O{So]6/ k'/:sf/ @)!& af6 klg ;Ddflgt eof] . of] ;+:yf 
/f]n]S; k'/:sf/ ljh]tf 8f= zˆst x'z]gåf/f g]t[Tj ul/Psf] 
tyf aL8An';L8Lcf]sf] l;O{cf] u'nfd dxf]d2åf/f Joj:yfkg 
ul/Psf] xf] . xfdL jflN6:6fg jGohGt' ;+/If0f tyf ljsf; 
;+:yfsf] ;d"xnfO{ lxpF lrt'jfx¿ / logLx¿sf] k|fs[lts 
jf;:yfgsf] ;+/If0fk|ltsf] k|ltj4tfsf] nflu awfO{ tyf wGojfb 
1fkg ub{5fF} .

;dfrf/

Photo : BWCDO
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More than 40 years ago, Rodney Jackson,  founder of the 
Snow Leopard Conservancy, embarked on a life devoted 
to snow leopard conservation. He was a pioneer in this 
endeavor by launching the fi rst radio-collar study in Nepal in 
the 1980s. When sedating and collaring the fi rst of fi ve snow 
leopards, he recalls a spiritual moment, “I sank my fi ngers deep 
into his fur and took a precious moment to acknowledge 
his wildness and my responsibility for his welfare.” (p. xii) 
Although a pioneer in snow leopard conservation, during his 
many treks and thousands of hours in the fi eld exploring 
snow leopard country, he has seen wild snow leopards fewer 
than 40 times. These cats of the high mountains of Central 
Asia are elusive and mysterious and live in an environment 
not made for humans. 

Luckily, Searching for the Snow Leopard: Guardian of the High 
Mountains brings all humans closer to experiencing this big 
cat: connecting us to its power, struggle for survival, and 

Book Review

Summary: 
Men and women from across the globe who 
have spent countless hours in the cold, snow, 

and unfamiliar environments have shared stories 
of their search for the elusive and mysterious 

snow leopard. 

Joining the Trek - a review 
of Searching for the Snow 
Leopard: Guardian of the 
High Mountains- edited by 
Shavaun Mara Kidd with Bjorn 
Persson

the coexistence with people. The book is fi lled with many 
beautiful photographs, all manually taken in the wild. None 
were taken by trail cameras or drones, and none have been 
altered. In this way, the reader has the opportunity to see 
the snow leopard in its natural habitat as it appeared to the 
photographer and share in the experience. 

This is far from being just a coffee table book however. It 
is also a collection of stories from men and women with a 
variety of backgrounds from all over the world who were 
able to make the trek to see the snow leopard. So, while 
immersing yourself in the magnifi cent images, take the time 
to read their personal stories because they offer hope and 
inspiration.  

"For those who go in search of the snow leopard, the 
expedition may hold unexpected discoveries. Though their 
goal is to observe and photograph one of the most elusive 

     - Marcia Sivek

Photo : Bjorn Persson
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predators on the planet, they may also witness a magical 
transformation of the stark frigid landscape to one of true 
beauty and experience the interconnectedness of nature and 
the human spirit."(p. 16)

To really understand the true nature of the snow leopards, 
one must consider the human element and what it means 
to those people living as their neighbors. This book does 
begin such a conversation. “Over the centuries, the snow 
leopard has become part of local culture and traditions 
and has been elevated to the position of a ‘sacred species.’ 
This elusive cat is considered by indigenous wisdom to 
be ‘a protector of sacred mountains, a unifying force and 
a source of spiritual power and wisdom.’” (p. 1) As much 
as indigenous people want to uphold the cat as a sacred 

species, there are challenges. Predation of livestock by snow 
leopards is a threat to the livelihood of the local people and 
often causes retaliatory killings. The last story in the book 
and the accompanying images by photographer Jak Wonderly 
demonstrate this confl ict yet offer hope by showing that 
people and wildlife can coexist.  

This book brings home the message loud and clear that 
when saving an apex predator such as the snow leopard 
from extinction, we are also saving people and preserving 
traditional cultures that connect people to the natural world. 
As the editors state, “…we must do whatever we can to 
protect the snow leopard not only because its presence 
ensures the stability of the high mountain ecosystem, but 
also because this mysterious cat in some way provides hope 
for humanity. When we save the snow leopard, we’re not just 
saving a species from extinction, we are saving ourselves.” 
(p. 127)  

Citation: Shavaun Mara Kidd and Bjorn Persson, Searching for the 
Snow Leopard, Guardian of the High Mountains, (New York: Arcade 
Publishing, 2020)

(Marcia Sivek is the creator and host of BeProvided Conservation Radio, 
a podcast in its fi fth season which showcases people who love our wild 
world.)

Photo : Jak Wonderly
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tl:j/x¿n] el/Psf] 5 . s'g} klg tl:j/ 8«f]g cyjf 6«]n 
Sofd/faf6 lnOPsf xf]Ogg\ / s'g} klg tf]8df]8 ul/Psf 5}gg\ . 
o; k|sf/, tl:j/sf/ n] h'g cj:yfdf of] hgfj/ b]v]sf] 5, Tof] 
kf7sn] klg cg'ej ug{ kfpF5g\ .

t/ of] Pp6f …slkm 6]an k':tsÚ dfq eg] xf]Og . of] ;+;f/el/
sf ljleGg k[i7e"ldsf dlxnf / k'¿ifx¿n] lxpF lrt'jf b]Vg 
u/]sf] kbofqfx¿sf] syfx¿sf] Pp6f ;+sng klg xf] . To;sf/0f, 
ha tkfOF tL lrQfsif{s tl:j/x¿df 8'Ag'x'G5, To;sf JolQmut 
syfx¿ klg k9\g'xf];\ lsgls ltgn] cfzf / k|]/0ff hufpFb5g\  . 

hf] lxpF lrt'jfsf] vf]hLdf hfG5g, Tof] ofqf cgk]lIft 36gfsf] 
;+ufnf] aGg ;S5 . pgLx¿sf] p2]Zo ;+;f/sf] Ps dfofjL 
k|hfltsf] cjnf]sg ug{' / tl:j/ lvRg' xf]nf, t/ pgLx¿ 
e"–kl/lwsf] Ps sl7g kl/b[Zosf] ;'Gb/ tyf hfb'doL kl/jt{gsf] 
;fIfL x'g kfpF5g\ / k|s[lt / dfgjlarsf] cgf]gfl>t ;DaGwsf] 
cg'e"lt ug{ kfpF5g\ . -k[=!^_ 

lxpF lrt'jfsf] jf:tljs k|s[lt a'‰gnfO xfdLn] dfgjLo tTj 
/ l5d]sL ;/x a;f]af; ug]{ dfgj ;d'bfodf x'g] k|efjsf] klg 
Vofn ug'{k5{ . of] k':tsn] To:tf] s'/fsfgL klg ;'¿ u5{ . 
…ztflAbcfF} b]lv lxpF lrt'jf :yfgLo /xg;xg / ;+:s[ltsf] lx:;f 
/x]sf] 5 / o;nfO{ Pp6f kljq k|hfltsf ¿kdf ;Ddfg ul/G5 . 
:yfgLo 1fgn] of] dfofjL la/fnf]nfO{ …kljq lxdfnx¿sf] /Ifs, 
PsLs/0f ug]{ ;]t', / cfWoflTds zlQm / 1fgsf] ;|f]tÚ dfGb5 . 
-k[= !_ t/ :yfgLon] hlt kljq 7fg] klg, cK7\of/fx¿ cj:o 5g\ . 
ufOj:t'dflysf] cfqmd0f :yfgLosf] hLljsf]kfh{gsf] nflu g} Pp6f 
vt/f xf], / o;n] k|ltzf]wfTds cfqmd0f klg lgDTofpF5 . tl:j/
sf/ Hofs cf]08ln{n] lstfasf] clGtd cWofodf n]v]sf] syf 
/ tl:j/x¿n] of] åGåsf] lrq0f ub{5g / dfgj / jGohGt'sf] 
;x–cl:tTj ;Dej 5 eGg] cf;fsf] ;+rf/ klg u5{ . 

of] k':tsn] Pp6f ;+b]z :k:6;Fu 5f]8\5, lxpF lrt'jf h:tf] pRr 
lzsf/L hGt'nfO{ nf]k x'gaf6 arfpFbf xfdL :yfgLo dflg;x¿ klg 
arfO/x]sf x'G5f}F / pgLx¿sf] k'/ftflTjs ;+:s[lt h;n] pgLx¿nfO{ 
k|fs[lts ;+;f/ ;Fu hf]8\5 Tof] klg arfp5f}F . ;Dkfbsx¿n] eg]
h:tf], …xfdLn] lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpg h] h] ug{ ;S5fF} Tof] ;a} ug{'k5{ 
lsgeg] o;n] lxdfnL kl/l:ylts k|0ffnLnfO{ ;Gt'ng ug]{ dfq 
xf]Og, s]xL lsl;daf6 dfgjtfsf] nflu cfzf klg ;+rf/ ub{5 . 
xfdLn] lxpF lrt'jf hf]ufpFbf, Pp6f ljn'Kt x'g nfu]sf] k|hfltdfq 
arfPsf x'b}gf}F, xfdL cfkm}nfO{ arfO{ /x]sf x'G5f}F .Ú -k[ !@&_

-dfl;{of ;Le]s …lak|f]efO8]8 sGh/e];g /]l8of]Ú sfo{qmdsf] lgdf{tf Pj+ 
;~rfns x'g\ . of] Pp6f kf]8sf:6 sfo{qmd xf] h;nfO{ bz{sn] OG6/g]6sf] 
dfWodaf6 df]afOn jf sDKo"6/df ;'Gg ;S5g\ . jGohGt'sf] ;+;f/nfO{ 
dfof ug]{ dflg;x¿nfO{ o; sfo{qmdsf dfWodaf6 pgL ;|f]tfx¿ ;dIf 
k'¥ofpFl5g\ ._

     - dfl;{of l;e]s

kbofqfdf ;xefuL x'“bf – zefg df/f ls8\ / 
Aof]g{ k];f]{gåf/f ;Dkfbg ul/Psf] 

;lr{ª km/ b :gf] n]k8{M ufl8{og ckm b 
xfO{ dfpG6]G; k':tssf] ;dLIff

;f/M 

/x:odoL / dfofjL lxp“ lrt'jfsf] vf]hLdf lr;f], 

lxdkft / ljifd kl/l:ylt l5rf]Nb} cgluGtL ;do 

latfPsf ljZjsf ljleGg e]usf k'?if / dlxnfx¿n] o; 

k':tssf dfWodaf6 cf–cfgf syfx¿ ;'gfPsf 5g\ . 

rfln; jif{eGbf cl3, :gf] n]k8{ sGh/e]G;Lsf ;+:yfks 
/8\gL HofS;gn] lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;+/If0fdf ;dlk{t hLjgsf] k|f/De 
u/] . pgL of] cleofgsf cu'jf lyP, / ;g\ *)sf] bzsdf pgn] 
g]kfndf klxnf]k6s /]l8of]–sn/cWoogsf] k|f/De u/] . kfFrdWo] 
klxnf] lxpF lrt'jfnfO{ a]xf]; agfO sn/ ubf{, Pp6f cWoflTds 
cg'ej ePsf] pgL ;DemG5g\ . /8\gL eG5g, …d}n] d]/f] Pp6f cf}+nf 
p;sf] e'jfsf] leq;Dd uf9]+ / Tof] d"Nojfg ;dosf] pkof]u 
ub}{ p;sf] h+unLkg / p;sf] lxtk|lt d]/f] pQ/bfloTjnfO{ 
cfTd;ft u/]F .Ú -k[= xii _ lxpF lrt'jf ;+/If0fsf cu'jf eP/ pgn] 
g]kfndf s}of}F  kbofqf klg u/]  / cglulGt ;do lkmN8df sfd 
u/] tfklg pgn] of] hgfj/ eg] $) k6s eGbf sd dfq b]v] . 
dWo Pl;ofsf] pRr lxdfnL e]udf a:g] of] la/fnf] k|hflt dfofjL 
/ /x:odoL 5Ù dfG5]sf nfuL k|lts"n jftfj/0fdf of] a:5  . 

efUoj;, of] …;lr{Ë km/ b :gf] n]k8{M ufl8{og ckm b xfO{ 
dfpG6]G;Ú k':tsn] ;a} kf7snfO{ lxpF lrt'jfsf] ;fldKodf 
NofpF5 / o;sf] zlQm, ;+3if{, / dfG5];Fusf] ;x–cl:tTjaf/] 
kl/lrt u/fpF5 . k':ts lkmN8df lnOPsf w]/} ;'Gb/ 

Photo : Tashi R. Ghale



k[i7 53 l lxp“ lrt'jf
a}zfv @)*)

k[i7 53 l lxp“ lrt'jf
a}zfv @)*)

jGohGt' ;+/If0f g]kfn, Ps u}/–;/sf/L ;+:yf xf] . of] 

k|s[lt ;Dkbf ;+/If0f tyf jftfj/0f / jGohGt' ;+/If0fsf] 

1fg k|;f/ ug]{ nIfsf ;fy ;g\ @))@ df :yflkt ePsf] 

xf] . 8An';LPgn] ;+/lIft If]qeGbf aflx/sf] jGohGt'sf] 

;+/If0f ug{, ;+/If0fsf] ljsf;df ;xof]u ug{ / cfˆgf ljz]if1 

sd{rf/Lx¿ dfkm{t k|fs[lts ;|f]t / kfl/l:ylts k|0ffnLx¿df 

ljleGg k|efj ljZn]if0f cWoogx¿ ug{ ;/sf/L lgsfox¿nfO{ 

;xof]u ub{5 . jGohGt' ;+/If0f g]kfnsf] d'Vo p2]Zo  gLlt, 

cg';Gwfg, Ifdtf lgdf{0f / k|efj /f]syfd ug]{ cWoog 

dfkm{t k|fs[lts ;|f]tx¿sf] ;+/If0f, k|j4{g, jsfnt, ;r]tgf / 

;+/If0f u/]/ cGttM h}ljs ljljwtf ;+/If0fdf ;xof]u ug{' xf] . 

uf]i7L, sfo{zfnf / tflndx¿ dfkm{t, 8An';LPgn] w]/} 

;/f]sf/jfnfx¿ – Goflos lgsfox¿, g]kfn k|zf;lgs 

sd{rf/L sn]h, g]kfn k|x/L, nfOg Ph]G;Lx¿, / 

;+/If0f ;fem]bf/x¿nfO{ – gLlt lgdf{0fdf efu lng 

;+/If0f / jftfj/0fLo ultljlwx¿nfO{ ;dy{g ub{5 . 

8An';LPg lgDg d'Vo ljifoj:t'df cfwfl/t /x]sf] 5 M

!_ jGohGt' ;+/If0f tyf cg';Gwfg sfo{qmd

@_ jftfj/0fLo lzIff sfo{qmd

#_ hnjfo' kl/jt{g / k|sf]k /f]syfd sfo{

$_ xl/t k[YjLsf nflu ;fj{hlgs ;+nUgtf 

organization Introduction

Wildlife Conservation Nepal 

(WCN)
Wildlife Conservation Nepal (WCN) is a nongovernmental 
organization. It was founded in 2002 with the goal of 
preserving natural heritage and disseminating knowledge 
on environmental and wildlife conservation. WCN assists 
government agencies in protecting wildlife outside the 
protected areas, assists in the conservation development 
process, and carries out impact analysis studies on natural 
resources and ecological regions through its expert staff. 
Its primary aim is to assist biodiversity conservation by 
promoting, advocating, raising awareness, and conserving 
natural resources through policy, research, capacity 
building and impact preventing studies. Through seminars, 
workshops, and trainings, WCN supports conservation 
and environmental activities by bringing together many 
stakeholders - judicial bodies, Nepal Administrative Staff 
College, Nepal Police, line agencies, and conservation 
partners – to participate in policy creation. The following 
are the thematic areas WCN focused on:
1) Wildlife Conservation and Research Program
2) Environmental Education Program
3) Climate Change and Disaster Control Action
4) Public Engagement for Greener World

Wildlife Conservation Nepal (WCN)
Dhapasi Height, Tokha

Kathmandu
Phone: 977-1-4375460, 4375267

Email: mail@wcn.org.np

jGohGt' ;+/If0f g]kfn 
-8An';LPg_
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Participants of snow leopard conservation planning and monitoring 
workshop held in Kathmandu in August 2022 organized by Teka 
Samuha Nepal/Snow Leopard Conservancy.

Executive Offi cer of Snow Leopard Conservancy Ms Ashleigh Lutz-
Nelson was welcomed by the Chairman of Narphabhumi Rural 
Municipality, Manang in 2022. 

Participants of One Health Veterinary Workshop at NarpaBhumi 
Gaunpalika Manang, Nepal in 2022.  

Group of students and teachers from Balden Secondary School, 
Taplejung during the Snow Leopard Nature Tour organized by Himali 
Conservation Forum in collaboration with Teka Samuha Nepal and 
Snow Leopard Conservancy in March 2023.

Students from Sawa Secondary School, Taplejung are learning use of 
Fox Light during the snow leopard nature tour program in 
March 202 3 at Okhatar grassland.  .

In August of 2022, “the Taalim Forum and Rural Development Fund 
held an ethno-ecological “Nomad Kids’ Camp” for schoolchildren and 
teachers in the village of Shabdan in the Chuysk region of Kyrgyzstan.  

PHOTO STORy
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