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Israel Vs. The Foreign Media:  When The Headlines Make Their Own Headlines
MAAYAN JAFFE-HOFFMAN/JNS

While the Israeli-Palestinian con� ict is 
no stranger to making headlines, a brewing 
spat between the Israeli government and for-
eign media means that the headlines them-
selves—and the journalists behind them—
become the story.

A CBS News headline from last month, 
“3 Palestinians killed as daily violence grinds 
on,” failed to identify those Palestinians as 
the terrorists who carried out the attack and 
neglected to mention the attack’s Israeli vic-
tim, policewoman Hadar Cohen.

IDF: We Changed Beard Rules To Make It Di�  cult
AUTZ7

� e IDF's personnel directorate subcommittee, under the 
leadership of MK Yoav Kish (Likud) discussed tightening the 
restrictions on soldiers growing beards today (Tuesday).

� e meeting saw a range 
of opinions on the charged 
issue. MK Kish proposed 
allowing a uni� ed standard 
for all soldiers, including 
secular ones, while allowing 
religious soldiers the option 
to grow a beard in accor-
dance with their worldview.

Biden During Visit to Israel, 
Condemns Palestinian Attack
JNS

Upon arriving in Israel on Tuesday, U.S. Vice 
President Joseph Biden swi� ly condemned the 
Palestinian terror attack that killed a visiting 
American business school student and wounded 
11 Israelis in the port city of Ja� a.

Biden, who is on a tour of Middle East coun-
tries, landed at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport on 
Tuesday evening. He was greeted by Israeli De-
fense Minister Moshe 
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DAVID ROSENBERG

With about 10 months le�  in o�  ce, Pres-
ident Barack Obama is considering unprece-
dented moves to implement a two-state solu-
tion, according to a Wall Street Journal report.

Senior US o�  cials revealed that the Pres-
ident is looking to initiate a � nal negotiated 
settlement between Israel and the Palestin-
ian Authority using United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, a step that would obligate 
not only Israel and the Palestinian Authority, 
but e� ectively determine the direction of US 
policy for the president’s successor as well.

� e report comes ahead of Vice President 
Joe Biden’s visit to Israel on Tuesday, where he 
is scheduled to meet with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Binyamin Netanyahu and senior Palestin-
ian Authority o�  cials.

Palestinian Terror Wave Kills & Injures
JNS

A visiting American business school student was killed and 
at least 11 others were wounded in a stabbing spree carried out 
by a Palestinian terrorist in the Israeli port city of Ja� a on Tues-
day evening. � e victim was identi� ed as Taylor Force, 29, a 
student at the Vanderbilt University Owen Graduate School of 
Management. He was visiting Israel as part of a school trip.

According to Tel Aviv police, the terrorist began stab-
bing people near the entrance to the Ja� a port. � e attacker 
then � ed on foot on the road towards 
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HOW A HOW A 

CAN BECAN BE
a

HOW A HOW A 

CAN BECAN BE
לחיים
CAN BECAN BEלמות
WHY DRINKING IS A  

LIFE & DEATH DECISION

DUE TO RECENT TRAGEDIES, THIS CAMPAIGN IS ENDORSED BY:A PUBLIC SERVICE OF:

LIFE & DEATH DECISION& DEATH DECISION&
Drinking is a plague that is affecting our 
youth.  Too many teens are dangerously 
drinking, risking everything for a bottle 
of whiskey or wine.  We must address the 
drinking epidemic.
 
It needs to start at Shabbos kiddushim 
and at weddings, where teens can’t be 
permitted to drink freely.  The adults 
around them must supervise and restrict 
them responsibly.
 
Let’s keep our youth healthy and alive. 
It is everyones achrayus!
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Parashas Pekudei
The Work of Your Hands

Moshe saw the entire work, and behold! � ey 
had done it as Hashem had commanded, so had 
they done! And Moshe blessed them.  (39:43)

When the construction of the Mishkan, 
its various vessels and utensils, and the spe-
cial Bigdei Kehunah (priestly vestments) were 
completed, they were brought before Moshe. 
When he saw that everything was made exact-
ly the way Hashem had commanded, Moshe 
blessed the people and said, “May it be Hash-
em’s will that the Shechinah rest upon the 
work of your hands.” He then added an addi-
tional berachah (blessing) that David HaMel-
ech later incorporated into Tehillim (90:17): 
May the pleasantness of the Lord, our G-d, be 
upon us; our handiwork, establish for us; our 
handiwork, establish it.

� e Malbim, in his commentary to Tehil-
lim (ibid.), o� ers a penetrating insight. When 
a person designs and builds a magni� cent ed-
i� ce, he has changed the landscape and added 
beauty and splendor to the place or neighbor-
hood where the building is situated. However, 
the person himself is unchanged; he remains the 
same base personality that he was before he built 

the building. (If anything, his ego may be more 
in� ated now than it was before, as he enjoys 
the prestige and honor this achievement brings 
him.) But when a person reaches a milestone in 
his Torah study (e.g., he completes a mesechta 
of the Talmud), he is, in essence, a di� erent per-
son. He has added a new dimension of spiritual 
depth and breadth to his neshamah, which he 
will carry with him for the rest of his life. � is is 
what the pasuk stresses: may our handiwork be 
upon us, that it improve us spiritually.

� ere is another insight in Moshe’s � rst be-
rachah that “the Shechinah rest upon the work 
of your hands.” It is obvious that the Shechinah 
will rest upon the Mishkan and its vessels. An 
entity enveloped in such intense holiness is a 
welcome receptacle for Hashem’s presence. But 
Moshe was alluding to a far more di�  cult task 
— that the Shechinah rest on the work of one’s 
hands — on his farm and � eld, on his business or 
profession, the place where a person spends the 
bulk of his working hours. � at is a much great-
er kuntz (accomplishment)! When one earns his 
livelihood in an honest, legitimate manner ac-
cording to the guidelines of the Shulchan Aruch 

RABBI SHOLOM SMITH, REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

A Vort From Rav Pam

What Future?
In a recent Jewish Week editorial (Feb. 12, 

2016 issue), entitled "Conservatives Betting 
On � e Future", both the content and inherent 
message are eye-opening. 

It begins by observing the decline of the 
Conservative Movement. We quote: 

"The Conservative movement, once the 
great center of American Judaism, has fallen 
on hard times, as have many sectors of modern 
Judaism. In 1971, the Conservative movement 
was the largest denomination, with 41 percent of 
American Jews a�  liating. Today, the movement 
is down to 18 percent of American Jews, less than 
that among Jews younger than 30."

We, in the frum community are not 
surprised. All anti-Torah movements in our 
history, from Korach through the Tzidukim, 
have had their heyday and then disappeared 
into the trash-heaps of history.

What is surprising is the Conservative 
Movement's answer to their problem. 

Again, we quote: "The Conservative 
movement is doing plenty. Its centerpiece, 
the Jewish Theological Seminary, recently 
announced it would be selling $96 million of 

real estate to give it the wherewithal to build 
a new library, dormitory, conference facilities 
and auditorium."

New facilities? $96 million worth of new 
facilities? Is that what Conservative Judaism 
needs? The Conservative Movement has 
plenty of beautiful spacious synagogues which 
stand empty 99% of the hours of the year! How 
foolish can intelligent people be?

� e message is simple. � ere is little that 
can be done to resuscitate the Conservative 
Movement. It's the old adage, "When desperate, 
throw money at the problem".

We take little comfort in their desperation 
and imminent demise. It pains us to see 
so many of Acheinu Bnei Yisroel who are 
so distant from Torah, whether they call 
themselves Conservative or una�  liated.

For us, the message is this. American Jews 
don't put their faith in the made-up versions 
of our religion. � e part of their neshama 
which connects to their Jewish ancestry is not 
satis� ed with yesteryear's brand of Judaism.

In rejecting the Conservative Movement. 
their neshomos call out. We should be listening.

MORDY MEHLMAN, PUBLISHER
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AISHEL 

SHABBAT

MOTZEI SHABBAT

MARCH 19, 2016

GALA
AUCTION

KOL YAAKOV
1703 MCDONALD AVENUE

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
FULL DAIRY BUFFET • VALET PARKING • DOORS OPEN AT 8:30 PM  

To view the Auction Prizes visit 
 www.AishelShabbatAuction.org

Call in your order to 347-423-8812
Double Down Packages Available!

2,500,000 Meals 
Delivered in our 

Brooklyn Community

We are 100% Volunteers 

YEARS
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FULL DAIRY BUFFET • VALET PARKING • DOORS OPEN AT 8:30 PM  

SUPER EARLY-BIRD 
DOUBLE-DOWN PACKAGES

$250 buys $500
$500 buys $1000
$750 buys $1500

$1000 buys $2000

Only available thru March 18th
* Orders must be pre-paid

FULL DAIRY BUFFET • VALET PARKING • DOORS OPEN AT 8:30 PM  

EARLY-BIRD
PACKAGES
$100 buys $140
$200 buys $295
$500 buys $760

$1000 buys $1600

Good the night 
of the Auction
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“Two Pies to Go!”
Sicilian. Bruschetta. Square. Vegetable. Chicago. Spinach. 

Mushroom.  You name it. � ank you Mario, Tony, and Vin-
ny. You brought us pizza and where would be without it? 
From the mother of six on a really busy � ursday night, to 
the masmid who prefers not to waste time on a big supper, 
and everyone in between, pizza has served the Torah com-
munity nobly, proudly, and e� ectively for over � ve decades. 
But nary is the moment when we stop to really appreciate 
its value or thank Hashem for this gi�  of convenience and 
� avor. What brings this to mind? Perhaps my recent trip 
to Chicago. It was Erev Shabbos around 12:30, and my pal-
ate called out for a nice, sizzling slice. I found the place, but 
shockingly, the sign said, “Closed Fridays.” Imagine that.

Life is tough.

RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON

 ut of the Box MUSINGS ON 
TIMELY ISSUES

All letters must be typed and emailed. Letter writers authorize the Publisher to edit letters due to space constraints, subject matter or Rabbinic direction.

Letters to the Editor EMAIL 
EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM

WEATHER FORECAST

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
March 10

Partly Cloudy

PM Showers

Rain

March 12

March 14

March 11

March 1
SUNDAY

MONDAY

64˚ 42˚

58˚ 41˚

53˚ 48˚

57˚ 48˚

53˚ 45˚

Partly Cloudy

March 15
TUESDAY

54˚ 43˚

53˚ 43˚

Partly Cloudy

AM Showers

March 16
WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy

SATURDAY

Hatzolah 718.230.1000
Chaveirim 718.431.8181
Shomrim 718.338.9797
Misaskim 718.854.4548
Police 70 PCT 718.851.5511
Police 61 PCT 718.627.6611

NYC Helpline 311
Emergency 911
Poison Control 800.222.1222
Bikur Cholim 718.253.3119
Torah Phone 718.436.4999
Kol Halashon 718.906.6400
Sovri 888.613.1613

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

TEHILLIM LIST
jukho: 
vrc jhho aknv ci mhhyg ktv

vrc n,,hvu jhho ci gyk

dhyk rhbv c, htk

tcrvo ci ktv

nav bjni ci nkfv nrho

nrsfh sus anjv ci nrho nat yucv

nav ztc ci rjk

rptk cmktk nrsfh ci jbv rhhzk

arv nkfv c, phhdt prshk

duksv c, nrho

jhho crul hvusv ci vhbst arv

rw aknv jbi ci jbv zhxk

hmje anutk ci pag arv

mhrk c, tk,r rcev

hutk ci hyk

rptk jhho hagh ci jhv

naey ktv c, nkfv nhrk

rw angui ci khzv kuxhv

rcev ktv c, jbv nbujv

nauko b,i hvusv ci yatrbv

hmje ci scurv

rptk jhho mch ci ktv

tx,r c, nrho

hartk suc ci dhyk

jhv tx,r c, phhdt hgbyt

rw hartk tcrvo ci ahhbt rjk 

rw haghw hgec ci rhhzgk

rw hdk ci hgk

tkhgzr ci rjk

anjv c, nrho

nbjo nbsk ci pgrk shbv

jhho gzrhtk ci scurv

tx,r vhbsv c, aprv

sc haghv ci tx,r

rw nav hmje ci xhrk

mch nbjo ci tx,r

tx,r c, jbv rhcv

crul vkk ci rcev

zhxk c, rjk

tar haghw ci vhbst btfv

hartk phhuk ci jbv chhkv

tvri mch ci zksv

rjk jhw c, tx,r

rw hmje anutk ci pgat arv

sus rptk jhho ci xuphwv

rtuci ci vgbt

hux; nkl ci arv aprv

arv c, rcev rjk

tcrvo cbhni ci rjk c,acg

hux; hvusv ci ahbstk

jbv c, rhzft

acuho: 
akuo nrsfh vkuh ci rcev

suc hartk nrsfh ci jhv arv

mch ci pbhbv

heu,htk hvusv bjni ci arv

zfrhv aknv ci nrho

rui ci c,hv

dht ci rhbv

"Miracles" by Rabbi Salomon
I enjoy reading Rabbi Yaakov Salomon’s 

FJJ "Out of the Box" column, however his last 
column “Open Miracles” bothered me a bit. 

He indicates that the average Charedi 
family has very high expenses and scores of 
those families don’t earn close to what they 
need. He says, “How do they manage? I truly 
believe it is an open miracle ...” I certainly 
believe that the fact that we still exist a� er 
2000 years of hate and persecution is a 
miracle. Also Israel’s existence for 67 plus 
years, being surrounded by a world that 
wants to destroy it is a miracle. However as 
I look at the current Rabbi Uri Zohar Purim 
campaign /Pesach appeal where he asks us to 
“Join us in helping 600,000 Jewish families 
in need. Do a mitzva by sending food for 
Pesach. Wine, matzos and tzedakah” and 
numerous other heart rendering appeals for 
children in Eretz Yisroel who do not have 
enough to eat...I feel that “ein somchin al 
haness” and we should do our duty in helping 
our less fortunate brethren. I am afraid that 
some gevirim among us who need another 
50 million every year or need to expand 
their house or redo their kitchen again! May 
think that since Rabbi Salomon talks of open 
miracles, they don’t have to share more of 
what the ribono shel olam has given them. 

A.S.

Kiddush Etiquette
Regarding the FJJ letter from: “A 

(Sometimes Nauseated) Kiddush Goer/
Askan”, I agree with all of the points you 
made in your letter and would like to add just 
one more. Everyone should wait for the Rov 
of the Shul to make Kiddush before partaking.

Je�  Wallach
Frequent Kiddush Goer/Non Askan

A True "Kabbolas" Shabbos
Last Friday evening, I was invited by 

my good friend, the noted askan, Yitzchak 
Perlstein, for an oneg Shabbos and kabbolas 
ponim for Horav Dovid Schustal of 
Lakewood. � e ambiance and refreshments 
were second to none, but what really 
captivated me was Rav Schustal's address. 
He spoke so passionately about kedushas 
Beis Haknesses, that then and there I made 
a kabbalah to shut the power on my cell 
phone during every te� llah. It is a kabbalah 
I hope to keep, and I am indebted to the 
host and the Rosh Yeshiva for being the 
catalysts for this kabbalah. 

Flatbush Askan

Rejecting Strangers
In demanding that Rhode Island turn 

away refugees fleeing the civil war in 
Syria (“Jewish Leader Urges Rhode Island 
to Reject Syrian Refugees Over Anti-

Semitism,” March 3, 2016) Dr. Charles 
Jacobs appears to have forgotten what the 
Torah tells us multiple times, including:

Exodus 22:20: “You shall not mistreat a 
stranger, nor shall you oppress him, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.”

Leviticus 19:34: “The stranger who 
sojourns with you shall be as a native from 
among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt.”

Deuteronomy 10:19: “You shall love the 
stranger, for you were strangers in the land 
of Egypt.”

� ere is no � ne print which says telling 
strangers to get lost is allowed if you fear 
people who happen to come from the same 
part of the world or follow the same religion. 
As Jews, we are required to make the world 
a better place by welcoming those in need. 
Dr. Jacobs’ demand that all Syrian refugees 
be rejected based not on their actions but 
on others’ is un-American and un-Jewish.

Mark Shuchat
Levittown, PA

African American Friends
There is an interesting article in the 

FJJ March 3rd edition about “Outreach 
To (the) Black Community Becoming 
a Staple in Pro-Israel Advocacy.” This 
is very important, because while many 
older African-Americans are sympathetic 
to Israel and its circumstances, there are 
younger members of that community, in 
several colleges around the US, who are 
teaming up (perhaps naively) with anti-
Israel groups such as Students for Justice 
in Palestine (SJP). These students end 
up buying into the hurtful, mendacious 
agenda of BDS and sometimes even adopt 
the cry for “Intafada” that is honed by SJP 
and similar “clubs”. In addition there are 
some African-American professors, such 
as Joy Karega of Oberlin College, who 
post undocumented anti-Israel material 
on social media and then cry racism when 
challenged on it. 

As someone with African-American 
friends and colleagues, I think it is in our 
best interests to continue outreach to their 
community, and in a sincere fashion.

Midwood Mom 

Shabbos Siren
I live 2 blocks from the yeshiva where the 

siren is actually located. I don’t like the siren 
for a few reasons. I � nd it a loud annoying 
sound that really adds NOTHING to my 
Erev Shabbos prep. Anyone who can’t 
� gure out when Shabbos starts based on 
calendars, shul announcements, signs in 
store windows, etc has other issues. Many 
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        This Sunday & Wednesday!

PROTECT YOUR HOME Ei LIFE SAVINGS 
TODAV ... AGAINST EXPENSIVE LONG-TERM 
CARE AND PROBATE COSTS 
Attend this FREE SEMINAR where Elder Law & Estate Planning Attorney 
Jason R. Kornfeld will explain your planning opportunities. 

THE PRESSING ISSUE: 
Did you know that nursing home charges in New York average $11,000-$15,000 a month for a semi-private room; 
and in-home care costs $23-$30/hour? Learn how to use proven legal strategies to afford the care you need without 
going broke! 

JOIN US FOR THIS FREE SEMINAR AND LEARN: 
• How you can use proven legal and financial strategies that can

protect your assets and access Medicaid to cover nursing home,
assisted living AND in-home care costs.

• How you and your loved one still have good planning options even if
you have already entered a nursing home or other residential care
facility.

• How you can use these planning strategies even if you DO NOT
qualify for long-term care insurance.

How you can stay in your home longer, afford the care you need and
protect your assets.

AS WELL AS MANY OTHER IMPORTANT TOPICS, SUCH AS: 
How to avoid the stressful, time consuming and expensive probate 
process. 

How to protect your children's inheritance from their future 
ex-spouses, creditors, lawsuits and other claims. 

How to minimize or eliminate New York and Federal Estate Taxes. 

How to eliminate Capital Gains Taxes if your house or other assets 
have increased in value since the date of original purchase. 

THE HIDDEN ISSUE: 
Did you know that all wills need to be probated, which can result in costs up to 10% of the total value of your estate, 
and cause significant delays? Allow us to teach you how to avoid these issues using proper estate planning 
techniques. 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY. SPACE IS LIMITED! 
CALL: 1-800-431-4021 [24 HOUR RESERVATION HOTLINE] 

TIMES AND LOCATION: 

SUNDAY 
MORNING, 

MARCH 13th
10:00 AM 

,. - WEDNESDAY 
EVENING, 

MARCH16th
 8:00 PM 

ATERES MALKAH HALL 
2022 Avenue M, Brooklyn, NY 11210 
(Corner of Aveneue Mand East 21st Street) 

DO NOT MISS THIS FREE SEMINAR! TWO DAYS ONLY. SEATING IS 
LIMITED! CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT: (8001 431-4021

LAW 

YOUR HOST: 
JASON KORNFELD OF KORNFELD LAW FIRM 
Attorney Jason Kornfeld focuses on the areas of Elder Law, 
Medicaid Planning, Estate Planning, and closely related 
practice areas. He has been admitted to the New York Bar 
and the New Jersey Bar. Jason is a member of the NYSBA 
and the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys. Kornfeld 
Law Firm has been successfully representing clients for over 
thirty seven years. 

FI RM 

1867 EAST 13TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, NY 11229 
PHONE: C718J 382-9300 
WWW.KORNFELDLAWFIRM.COM 
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Congregation Ner L-Meiah
2876 NOSTRAND AVENUE  (BETWEEN K.H.- AVE P)

FRIDAY/SHABBOS PARSHAS PIKUDEI
MARCH 11-12

Davening led by guest Baal Tefilah Sruli Hersh 
MINCHA/ KABALAS SHABBOS - 5:50pm
SHACHRIS - 9:00am
Shabbos Morning Address by our  
Moreh D’asra Rav Boruch Goldstein Shlita  
FOLLOWED BY A GALA KIDDUSH

MAARIV - 6:45PM 
CARLEBACH STYLE HAVDALA WITH SRULI HERSH 

MELAVA MALKA - 8:30 PM 
Featuring the Hachtara of  
Rav Goldstein Shlita as the Moreh D’asra
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER RAV MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF SHLITA  
WITH PARTICIPATION OF NEIGHBORHOOD RABBANIM

Chanukas  
Habayis 
Shabbos  
Celebration
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WITH GREAT SIMCHA WE CORDIALLY INVITE  
THE ENTIRE FLATBUSH/ MARINE PARK COMMUNITY TO OUR

שמחת הכתרת
 הרב ברוך

גאלדשטיין
שליט׳׳א
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MR. & MRS. PINNY GREENSTEIN
M E S I V T A  B A I S  A R O N  T Z V I

MR. & MRS. YITZIE PRETTER
Y E S H I V A  O H R  S H R A G A 

Parent of the Year

Parent of the Year

Tomeich Torah Award

Tomeich Torah Award

MR. & MRS. MENDY SCHLOSSER
Y E S H I V A  O H R  S H R A G A

MR. & MRS. AVRUMI IZSAK
M E S I V T A  B A I S  A R O N  T Z V I

MR. & MRS. TZVIKY DREBIN

RABBI DOVID EIZIK ROSENBERG

Alumnus of the Year

Avodas Hakodesh Award

Dinner Chairman
MR. BINYOMIN BERGER

MOSDOS VERETZKY
Academic Excellence in a Positive Environment

SUNDAY EVENING  |  MARCH 13, 2016
5:00 PM    ג' אדר ב' תשע"ו

THE ROTUNDA AT KINGSBOROUGH
2001 ORIENTAL BOULEVARD, BROOKLYN

…FOR NEXT-GENERATION TALMIDIM.
NEXT-GENERATION CHINUCH…

Join us in celebrating the pioneering chinuch 
achievements of Yeshiva Ohr Shraga.

TO PLACE AN AD OR FOR DINNER RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE AT: 718 252 7777 X259

Fax: 718 889 7179  • Email: Dinner@OhrShraga.org  •  www.OhrShraga.org

THIS SUNDAY
PLEASE JOIN US!

 877-705-7725
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Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

THE FAMILY 
MEGILLAH

AVAILABLE IN REGULAR AND  
LARGE-TYPE EDITIONS

PURIM — 
ITS OBSERVANCE 

AND SIGNIFICANCE  
Compiled by Rabbi Avie Gold 
Overview by Rabbi Nosson 

Scherman

YOUTH MEGILLAH 
by Rabbi Nosson Scherman 

and Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz

STUDY TRACTATE 
MEGILLAH WITH:

SCHOTTENSTEIN ED. 
TALMUD BAVLI

Hebrew and English

SCHOTTENSTEIN ED. 
TALMUD  

YERUSHALMI
English only

SCHOTTENSTEIN ED. 
THE MISHNAH 
ELUCIDATED

RYZMAN ED. 
HEBREW 
MISHNAH
YAD AVRAHAM 
MISHNAH

KOL DODI ON 
MEGILLAS ESTHER  

by Rabbi David Feinstein

THE ARTSCROLL 
CHILDREN’S MEGILLAH

by Shmuel Blitz 
 introduction by 

Rabbi Nosson Scherman

THE KING’S TREASURES  
A wealth of commentary and 
insights on Megillas Esther 
by Rabbi Eliezer Ginzburg

THE LIPMAN EDITION
MEGILLAH WITH THE 
COMPLETE PURIM 
EVENING SERVICES

THE SCHOTTENSTEIN EDITION
INTERLINEAR MEGILLAH  
by Rabbi Nosson Scherman, 

Rabbi Menachem Davis,  
and Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz

THE AWARD-WINNING 
MEGILLAS ESTHER

ARTSCROLL’S INAUGURAL VOLUME
by Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz. 

Overview by Rabbi Nosson Scherman
Also available in Pocket Size

PURIM —

LET MY NATION LIVE  
The story of Purim;  
reads like a novel
by Yosef Deutsch

PURIM WITH BINA, 
BENNY AND CHAGGAI 

HAYONAH 
by Yaffa Ganz

Understand  
Megillas Esther  
as never before

Midrash Rabbah Esther 
compact size, 

 complete in one volume!

Volume dedicated by the Sharfman Family

The Kleinman Edition Midrash Rabbah on 
Megillas Esther includes the entire text of 
the Midrash in a lightweight, smaller size.

Also available: Esther and Ruth full size, complete in one volume

Midrash Rabbah dedicated by  
The Kleinman Family

purim treats from

THE FAMILY

  ONLY  
$249

LIST PRICE

  ONLY  
$599

LIST PRICE

HALACHIC HANDBOOK
THE LAWS OF PURIM

by Rabbi Yitzchok Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder 
A concise and clear summary 

of all the laws of Purim, 
in a wonderfully convenient 

pocket size (4" x 6").

by Rabbi Chagai Vilosky

Over 900 answers to 
 almost 300 questions

Understand the Purim story on an entirely new level!

Why did Bigsan and Seresh want to assassinate the king? 

What was the significance of Achashverosh's signet ring? 

 Why did Mordechai refuse to bow, thus endangering his people? 

Why did Haman turn to Esther for help? 

Megillas Esther: The Answer Is... draws upon more than seventy 
commentaries, giving us a unique perspective on the world-
changing events taking place in Shushan.

NEW!

Give a gift that outlasts the Hamantaschen.

Megillas Esther 
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Czucker Family Edition

 נביאים מקראות גדולות
ספר שמואל

THE ANSWER IS...
by Rabbi Chagai Vilosky
Over 900 answers to almost 300 questions.

Halachic Handbook
THE LAWS OF PURIM
by Rabbi Yitzchok Rosedale
edited by Rabbi Shmuel Felder 
A concise and clear summary of all the laws of Purim, 
in a wonderfully convenient pocket size (4" x 6").

LIVING EMUNAH
by Rabbi David Ashear
Achieving a life of serenity through faith.

KOSHER BY DESIGN BRINGS IT HOME
by Susie Fishbein
Picture-perfect food inspired by my travels.

BARUCH'S MAGICAL BEDTIME
by Rivke Gerstenblit  illustrated by Chani Judowitz

MORE ADVENTURES OF PJ PEPPERJAY
by Yehudis Backenroth  Illustrated by Chani Judowitz

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller or
at www.artscroll.com • 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

Available at your local Hebrew bookseller orAvailable at your local Hebrew bookseller orAvailable at your local Hebrew bookseller or

Give a gift that outlasts 
the Hamantaschen.

A SELECTION OF 
ARTSCROLL'S 

NEWEST TITLES
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MESIVTA TIFERES SHMUEL

With Rav Berel Povarsky With Rav Chaim Kanievsky With Rav Yitzchok ScheinerWith Rav Ezriel Auerbach

With Rav Moshe Hillel Hirsch With Rav Gamliel Rabinowitz At Kivrei Tzaddikim
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With hearts overflowing with Hakoras Hatov we say 
THANK YOU
to the entire Hanhala of
MESIVTA TIFERES SHMUEL
for this amazing and uplifting trip to Eretz Yisroel
that our sons, your Talmidim, will never forget!

Forever Grateful,
Parents of the 12th Grade graduating class

ERETZ YISROEL TRIP WINTER 5776

At Yeshivas PonovizhAt Yeshivas Mir At Kever Rochel

Motzei Shabbos Rooftop Kumzits
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KEEPING QUIET IN SHUL IS A ZECHUS FOR PARNASSAH, SHIDDUCHIM, REFUOS & YESHUOS!
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KEEPING QUIET IN SHUL IS A ZECHUS FOR PARNASSAH, SHIDDUCHIM, REFUOS & YESHUOS!
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BROOKLYN PARENTING

EXPO

2
0

1
6EXPOEXPOEXPOEXPOEXPOEXPOEXPO

Special Presentations By:

Dr. David Pelcovitz
Azrieli Graduate School 

of Jewish Education

Rav Moshe Tuvia Lieff  
Morah D’Asra of 

Agudath Israel Bais Binyomin

Rav Shaya Cohen
Founder of Priority-1

Rosh HaYeshiva of Yeshiva Zichron Aryeh

INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS WITH EXPERT MECHANCHIM 
AND MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS:

Dov Finkelstein, LMSW
Rabbi Reuven Kamin, coordinator of PTACH program at 

Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Berlin Elementry and High School
Rabbi Yehuda Mandel, LMSW

Dr. Yosef Posy, Psy.D
Barry Wilansky, M.A., CASAC, Executive Director of Tempo Group

APRIL 3, 2016 6:00 -10:00 PM
Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel • 1271 E 35th St. • Brooklyn, NY 11210

Topics Include:
• The Making of a Mentch

• Loving Yiddishkeit 
Turning kids on without  turning them off

• Criticism vs. Respect for  
Our Children 

• Creating a Parenting Team 
Communicating with your spouse

• Inspiring a Positive and Active  
Relationship with Hashem 
Through recognition of Hashgacha Pratis, 
Bitachon and Tefillah

• Confronting the Problem 
How a parent can know when  
it is time to intervene 

• Encouraging our Children to Fulfill 
Their Dreams Instead of Ours 
Paving the path of success for each child 
based on their personal abilities and talents

• Learning to Control Ourselves,  
Not Our Children

• Pressure Can Cause an Explosion

For more information or for sponsorship opportunities 
please contact us @ 516-295-5700 x 104 or email us @ info@priority-1.org
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You are cordially invited to attend a  

to benefit 

Mesivta  of North Jersey  |   100 h igh street,  Passa ic ,  NJ  07055  |   tel .  973-916- 1900
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SUNDAY

R o s h  h a m e s i v t a 

Rabbi Aharon Eider

h a n h a l a s  h a Y e s h i v a

Rabbi Aaron Landsberg    Rabbi Avraham Shlomo Lehmann    Rabbi Yisroel Meir Pirutinsky
Rabbi Eli Barax    Rabbi Yehuda Cohen    Rabbi Shlomo Goldstein    Rabbi Asher Millman    Rabbi Zev Wolbe

 C o - H o S t S 
Moshe Stareshefsky        Elimelech Price

C o M M i t t E E

Shmuel Dovid Florans  •  Naftoli Fogel  •  Eli Huss  •  Rabbi Dovid Jenkins  •  Avrohom Pinter  •  Beryl Septimus     

 ג׳ אדר ב׳ תשע״ו
Sunday, March 13th · 7:30 pM 

At the home of 

RABBi & MRS. MAYER PRiCE
1423 East 19th Street, Brooklyn, NY

Guest Speaker
HARAv ELiEZER GiNSBERg שליט״א

RoSh hAkollEl, MiRRER YEShivA
MoRAh D'ASRA, AGuDAS YiSRoEl SNif ZichRoN ShMuEl
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718.692.1144  
ADS@THEFJJ.COM

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

PRE-PURIM ISSUE: 
AD DEADLINE: Monday, March 14

DISTRIBUTION: Thursday, March 17

PURIM ISSUE: 
AD DEADLINE: Monday, March 21

DISTRIBUTION: Wednesday, March 23 (Taanis Esther)

Reserve Early, While Advertising Space  
Still Remains In These Special Purim Issues 
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1488 Coney Island Avenue (K-L) and 1545 (L & M) Coney Island Avenue | 718.676.0872

Free
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STUNNING
PURIM
GIFTS

2016 Collection

Corporate accounts welcome!

A winning seal of chocolate taste

WE SHIP AND DELIVER!

FULL LINE OF

CHOLOV YISROEL

OR GODIVA

1711 Ave M • 718.258.5800
We'll be open motzai shabbos 3/12 and 3/19



26FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comMARCH 10, 2016 משנכנס  אדר מרבים  בשמחה



משנכנס  אדר מרבים  בשמחה 27FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comMARCH 10, 2016



28FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comMARCH 10, 2016 משנכנס  אדר מרבים  בשמחה
Thoughts On Purim Based Upon The Writings of Rav Eliezer Ginsburg, Shlita
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following arti-
cle is based upon the Sefer, “Ginzei 
HaMelech” from Rav Eliezer Gins-
burg Shlita, who is the Rosh Kol-
lel of the Mirrer Yeshiva and the 
Mora DeAsra of Agudas Yisroel Snif 
Zichron Shmuel. Brackets are addi-
tions of the author. 

“Vehakarov Ailaiv Karshena 
Shaisar Admasa Tarshish Meres 
Marsena Memuchan Shivas Sarei 
Paras Umaday Roay Penay Hamel-
ech Hayoshvim Rishona Bamalchus” 
(Esther 1,14). Chazal (Maseches Me-
gilah 12B) say that this entire Pasuk 
is hinting to the various Korbonos. 
� e Malachei HaShareis said in front 
of Hashem, Ribono Shel Olam, did 
these people o� er Kaarim Bnai Sha-
nah like Klal Yisroel o� ered in front 
of you. Memuchan hints that the 
Malachim were Malameid Zechus 
on Klal Yisroel, did these people 
prepare a Shulchan, table, in front 
of you. We must ask the following 
question: Hachanah, preparation, is 
necessary for every Avodah in the 
Beis HaMikdash. Why then do we 
refer to preparation speci� cally with 
regards to the Shulchan? 

It appears as follows: � is hints to 
the greatness of Haman HaRasha. It is 
known that in the Tzad HaKedusha, 
the side of holiness, there are a number 
of speci� c Maalos, in which various 
Tzadikim have which separate them 
from other people. In the Tzad Ha-
Tumah, the side of impurity (which is 
Zeh LeEmas Zeh, parallel forces) bad 
people have various Maalos which en-
able them to become greater in Rishus. 
{� ey have various Maalos, but unfor-
tunately, they use them for the Tzad 
HaTumah, for evil.}

I have heard that this is the reason 
that in the Hagadah, we mention the 
Rasha prior to the Tam. � e Rasha 
has speci� c Maalos, which someone 
like the Tam doesn’t have. Unfortu-
nately, he uses these maalos for evil, 
but since he has them he is counted 
prior to the Tam. 

What was the maalah of Haman 
HaRasha? It appears that he was an 
Ish Ikvi, which in our vernacular 
means a Masmid, one that always 
does something. He used this maa-
lah for evil, constantly using evil to 
go against the Yidden. � e fact that 
he had the advantage of being a mas-
mid, was used to enable him to get to 
great depths of evil. 

� e maalah of hasmadah is seen 
in the Shulchan. � is is so, as in 

the Shulchan it said “Venasata Al 
Hashulchan Lechem Panim Lefanay 
Tamid. {� e Lechem HaPanim was 
always on the Shulchan.} 

Haman HaRasha was not like 
most other people who go through 
stages, sometimes working hard on 
a project and sometimes slacking 
o� . Instead, Haman HaRasha was al-
ways in the same Matzav. {He was al-
ways working on doing evil, and did 
not merely work on it sometimes.} 
� is was the reason that we had to 
be Melameid Zechus on the Yidden 
with the Shulchan. The Malachei 
HaShareis were saying that Klal 
Yisroel has the Maalah of Temidiy-
us, consistency, used in the proper 
manner. � ey always have the Shul-
chan, which is constantly prepared. 
{� is should be a limud zechus that 
Hashem should enable Klal Yisroel 
to overcome Haman HaRasha, as 
they use the same midah as Haman 
HaRasha for good.}

Chazal tell us that the descen-
dants of Haman HaRasha (Bnai Ba-
nav Shel Haman HaRasha) learned 
Torah in Bnai Brak and even taught 
Torah to children. � e Seforim say 
that the Melameid Tinokos we are 
referring to was Rav Shmuel Bar 
Sheilas. Chazal (Maseches Baba Bas-
ra Daf 8) said that for thirteen years 
Rav Shmuel Bar Sheilas did not have 
any Hesaich HaDaas (removing his 
mind from something) from his 
Talmidim, even though they weren’t 
with him. Why was Haman HaRasha 
speci� cally zoche to having such an 
Ainekele, descendant? We can ex-
plain that Haman had the maalah
of Temidiyus, which he used for bad 
purposes. When some of his descen-
dants became Tzadikim, they used 
this midah for good. � is was how 
Rav Shmuel Bar Sheilas was able 
to have Temidiyus to always think 
about his talmidim even 13 years af-
ter having seen them. 

Since it is the Ratzon, Divine Will 
of Hashem that there should always 
be a war of good against evil, there-
fore the Tzadik that would stand 
up against the Rasha, Haman, also 
had to have the Maalah of Temidi-
yus, consistency. � is was none oth-
er than Mordechai HaYehudi. On 
Mordechai is written that he went 
every day in front of the Chatzeir of 
the Beis HaNashim to know the Sha-
lom of Esther and what was being 
done with her. � is means that con-
sistently, every day for nine years, he 
used to go to the Shaar HaMelech to 

know the Shalom of Esther. � is was 
Zeh Le’Emus Zeh. � is is also hint-
ed to in what Chazal tell us Tachas 
HaNaatzuz Yaaleh Berosh, in place 
of Haman arose Mordechai. This 
means that these two people were 
Zeh Le’Emas Zeh, with similar mid-
dos, one using them for good and 
one using them for evil.

{� is is also a gevaldige mussar 
haskel we can use in being mechane-
ich our children. If we see a partic-
ular middah that our children have 
that is not being used for good, we 
should not necessarily try to uproot 
it totally. Instead we should try to 
see how this middah can be used in a 
positive manner.}

Vayomer Charvonah Echad Min 
Hasarisim Lifnei HaMelech Gam 
Hinay HaEitz Asher Asah Haman 
LeMordechai… Behold, Charvonah 
is one of the people that is praised in 
the Piyut of Shoshanas Yaakov, when 
we say “Vegam Charvonah Zachur 
LaTov”. Even though Charvonah did 
a good thing that was slight and took 
only one second, nonetheless he is 
included in the Piyut that praises 
great Tzadikim and Tzidkanios like 
Mordechai and Esther that worked 
for years and years for the good of 
Klal Yisroel and Hashem. 

� is teaches us a gevaldige mus-
sar haskel. Chazal tell us that Yeish 
Koneh Olamo BeShaah Echad, there 
is one that acquires his world in one 
hour. All the life of Charvonah was a 
preparation to do a good deed in one 
second to tell the Melech that Ha-
man HaRasha prepared the Eitz to 
hang Mordechai in, which enabled 
Achashveirosh to immediately order 
Haman to be hung. Charvonah was 
sent down to this world to be Omed 
Benisayon and do this one good 
thing for Klal Yisroel. Since he was 
Omeid in this Nisayon, he deserves 
to be praised, as he was Koneh Ola-
mo Beshaah Echad. 

{� is is a great chizuk for us all. 
Sometimes we get depressed that 
we have not always served Hashem 
properly, and therefore what is our 
Avodah worth. We must realize that 
even if we haven’t always done the 
right things, if we are mechazeik our-
selves to be Koneh Olamo BeShaah 
Echad, then these positive actions 
will give us great zechusim that de-
serve praise along with great Tzadik-
im that spend their entire lives serv-
ing Hashem properly. 

� ere is a well known story about 
Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l (whose 

thirtieth yahrtzeit is soon approach-
ing) which shows this lesson. Once 
a Baal Teshuva was learning in Ye-
shiva Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim. 
His father was not religious and had 
spent most of his life being a boxer. 
� e father asked the son that he also 
wanted to learn Gemara like him. � e 
son explained that this was not so 
simple, as this requires � rst learning 
the Hebrew language, then learning 
Chumash, Mishnayos and a� erwards 
starting to learn Gemara. � e father 
took up the challenge, and learned all 
the preliminary things, until he was 
� nally able to start learning Gemara. 
When he learned his � rst Blatt (page) 
of Gemara, the son wanted to know 
if they could make a Siyum on this 
Blatt, considering the great e� ort it 
took. Rav Moshe paskened that the 
father could make the Siyum and he 
would also attend. 

Shortly a� er the Siyum, the father 
was ni� ar. Rav Moshe decided that 
he would attend the levayah. In his 
hesped, Rav Moshe said that just as 
Yeish Koneh Olamo Beshaah Echad, 
so too Yeish Koneh Olamo BeBlatt 
Echad (some acquire their Olam 
Haba with one page of Gemara).}

Rav Ginsburg Shlita said that this 
could answer the question as to why 
the Megilah � rst refers to Charvonah 
with a spelling ending with an Alef 
(Esther 1,10) and then spells Char-
vonah ending with a Hay (ibid 7,9)? 
We can explain that originally, Char-
vonah had not ful� lled his Tachlis in 
Olam Hazeh, which was created with 
a Hay (cf. Maseches Menachos 29B). 
� erefore his name is spelled ending 
with an Alef. Only when he ful� lled 
his Tachlis in Olam Hazeh was he 
zoche to have his name ending with 
a Hay, hinting that now he had ful-
� lled his Tachlis in Olam Hazeh. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 120
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for typographical errors. Credit Cards accepted on Sale Items. All Specials Expire Tuesday 3/15/16
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3012 AVENUE J
(Bet. Nostrand Ave

& East 31st St.)

“Brooklyn’s Premiere Kosher Wine & Liquor Retailer”
HOURS: SUN 12 -7, MON-WED 10-9, THU 10-11, FRI 9 TO ONE HOUR BEFORE CANDLE LIGHTING

Rngcug"xkukv"wu"cv"mbvineyards.com vq"xkgy "qwt"y ggmn{ "ur gekcnu0

Join us for our FREE Erev Shabbos Wine Tasting. Thursday night Wine Tastings 7-10 pm

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNEEENNNENNNENNNENNNENNNENNNENNNENNNEEEEEEEENNNENNNENNNENNNEEEEEEEENNNENNNENNNENNNEYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
                                              Pre-Purim Spectacular!

�
e Vues 718-377-8016

Cardhu
12 yr
Single
Malt

Scotch
750 ml

$43.99
Per Bottle

Woodford
Reserve

Bourbon
750 ml

$33.99
w/ Gift Glass

Basil
Hayden’s

Bourbon
750 ml

$35.99
Per Bottle

Zyr

Vodka
750 ml

$25.99
Per Bottle

Binyamina
Cave

750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

Carmel
Limited
Edition

750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

Isaac’s
Ram

Cabernet
750 ml

$24.99
Per Bottle

Psagot
Cabernet

750 ml

$24.99
Per Bottle

Adir
Cabernet

750 ml

$32.99
Per Bottle

Dalton
Reserve

Cabernet
or Merlot

750 ml

$14.99
By the Case

Zmora
Semi-Sweet

Red
750 ml

$6.99
By the Case

Moscato
by W

750 ml

$6.99 
By the Case

Barkan
Classic

Cabernet
750 ml

$7.99
By the Case

Zyr

Vodka
750 ml

$25.99
Per Bottle

Cardhu
12 yr
Single
12 yr
Single
12 yr

Malt
Single
Malt

Single

Scotch
750 ml

$43.99
Per Bottle

Reserve
Bourbon

WISHING ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS A FREILECHE PURIM!

Phone: 718.513.4538
Fax: 347.462.4432

Glenmorangie

Original
750 ml.

$37.99
Per Bottle

Elijah Craig
12 yr.

Bourbon
750 ml.

$23.99
Per Bottle  

Elijah Craig

Bourbon

Silver Seal
20 yr.

Single Malt
Scotch
750 ml

$99.99
Per Bottle

Chateau
Tertre Daugay

2009
"Limited"

750 ml

$89.99
Per Bottle

Castel
Grand

Vin
750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

We Carry A Full Line of 50 ml Miniatures for all Your Mishloach Manos NeedsWe Carry A Full Line of 50 ml Miniatures for all Your Mishloach Manos Needs

Glenlivet
Guardian’s

Chapter
“Limited”

750 ml

$109.99
Per Bottle

Glen�ddich
14 yr.

Bourbon
Barrel
750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

Single Malt

Glen�ddich
14 yr.

Bourbon
Barrel
750 ml

$59.99
Per Bottle

Monkey
Shoulder
Scotch

750 ml

$26.99
Per Bottle

Shiloh
Secret

Reserve
Cabernet

750 ml

$33.99
Per Bottle

Ramon
Cardova

Rioja
750 ml

$11.99
By the Case

Herzog
Chalk
Hill
750 ml

$69.99
Per Bottle

Flam
Reserve

Cabernet
750 ml

$49.99
Per Bottle

Rashi
Light Red
or Pink

750 ml

$2.99
By the Case

Kedem
Cream
Malaga

750 ml.

$2.99
By the Case

Baron Herzog
White

Zinfandel
750 ml.

$5.99
By the Case

WISHING ALL OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS A FREILECHE PURIM!

Single Malt

Glenlivet
Guardian’s

Chapter
“Limited”
Chapter

“Limited”
Chapter

$109.99$109.99
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AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL COMMUNITIES
We beg of you, this Purim,  

treat OUR KIDS as you would treat YOUR KIDS

DO NOT SERVE THEM ALCOHOL  
WHEN THEY COME TO YOUR HOME.

Let’s enjoy Purim responsibly & safely.
SPONSORED BY CONCERNED PARENTS 
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We beg of you, this Purim,  
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Endorsed By Gedolai Yisroel In The Us And Isreal

ad sponsered by an anonymous donor

TO DONATE
1050 East 19th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11230
Tel. 718.436.6556

www.matanbeseterbambi.org

HELP.
Help Bambi 
make a difference

Hundreds of Families...
Thousands of Lives...

The Families of Eretz Yisroel Are Counting On You 
For Their Daily Survival: Food, Electricity, Rent,

Illness, Shabbos and Emergency.

.
OrderPurim Cardsמתנות לאביונים

www.matanbeseterbambi.org

305.532.4949.  
miamibeachchocolate.com  

456 West 41st St Miami Beach, FL33140

Free shipping on internet orders over $55.00

OFFER VALID 
THRU 3/15/16

WE’LL BE
OPEN TAANUS

ESTHER TILL MIDNIGHT
& PURIM BY DAY

UNTIL 5:00
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KINGSWAY MEMBERS: $12 PER CHILD
NON-MEMBERS: $15 PER CHILD
Admission Includes 25 booth tickets, 
3 inflatables tickets, plus entertainment. 
OR - PAY ONE PRICE: $20 PER CHILD
Credit Cards Accepted 
Food available for purchase.
For more information, visit kingswayjewishcenter.org or
contact the office  (718-258-3344; Kingsway_kjc@yahoo.com)

Sunday • March 13th • 11 AM -2 PM 
2902 Kingsway Highway 

Games include; 
Basketball Frenzy

Bowling
Hockey Shootout
Hole-in-One Golf

Archery
Wii Contests

Ring Toss and more!

Su

KINGSWAY MEMBERS: $12 PER CHILD
MEMBERS: $15 PER CHILD

Admission Includes 25 booth tickets, 
3 inflatables tickets, plus entertainment. 

PAY ONE PRICE: $20 PER CHILD

y
29 y

Games include; 
Basketball Frenzy

Hockey Shootout
Hole-in-

M

www.gilisgoodies.com
US & CANADA: 1-866-721-7292  Israel:  +972-52-263-1808

Too good to pass along!

USE DISCOUNT CODE  FJJ  FOR 10% DISCOUNT!

WE ALSO DELIVER
IN THE USA
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315 AVE M ○ BROOKLYN NY ○ 718.336.7563

SALE PRICED VALID FROM 3/2/16 - 3/8/16

CANDLE LIGHTING:
פרשת פקודי
Friday, March 11

5:40m

PURIM
SPECIALS

$2.49

Taster's Choice

Sticks
20 pk - All Flavors

$.89

Hello Kitty
Vending Machine, 

Key Chain

2/$.89

Liebers
Mini Jams 
Assorted Flavors

1.05oz

$.69

Elite

Pesek Zman
Regular or Big Bite

$.79

Carmit
Chocolate 

Bars
3 oz / 5 varieties

$.99

Bloom's

Lolly Pops
10 oz

5/$1

$.69

Gefen
Chestnuts

3oz

$1.15

Klik

Pouches
Assorted

$4.99

Laffy Taffy 
Ropes

24pk

$2.59

Gefen

Wafers
40 pk

4/$1

Mojo
Wafers

1.58oz

2/$.89

3/$1

Kosher Select

Fruit Roll Ups

$1.99

Bauer

1 Shots

$.99

Galil
Small

Coffee Jars

7/$1

Achva

Mini Halvas
25grm

5/$1

Liebers

Lolly Fizz

6/$.89

Mike and Ikes
Assorted

$.89

Gedilla

Large Lollypops
Crayon, L'chaim or Sour

$4.99

Elite

Mini Kif Kef
14.07z

$.59

Presidor
Mini Wafer 

Rolls

2/$1.49

Gefen or Liebers

Large Wafer Rolls
All Flavors

2/$1

Tenta
Gummy Pouch

100grm

3/$1

Tenli
Assorted 
Gummies

Hot Dog, Hambuger, 
Crocodile, Anocanda

2/$1

Mentos 
Rolls

APPX. 
$.12
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Paskesz
Mini Sour 

Sticks
1.75oz - All Flavors

Happiness

Small Lolly Pops

$9.99

Must Gum
.9oz Box Cherry, 

Fruit, Peppermint or 
Spearmint - 16pk

$1.59

Paskesz

Mint Rounds
5oz

$2.49

Shufra

Truffle Gift 
Boxes

3.5oz
Red, Gold, Green, 

Blue

6/$1 $15.99

lim
it 

2 
cs

. o
f e

ac
h

case of 100

Blooms

Pop'mmms
.82oz-1oz - Orig,

Choc Fudge, Cinnamon

$1.09

Aluminum 
Coke Bottles

8.5oz All Varieties

5/$1 $8.99

lim
it 

4 
ca

se
s

case of 48

Gesher

Snack Paks
1oz

$1.99

Gold Confections

Small Gift Boxes
Chocolate Cream 

Blends
1.5oz Gold, Silver Or Bronze

$17.99

Kedem
Mini Grape 

Juice lim
it 

2

BUY 
THE 

CASE

$2.19

Kedem
Sparkling 

Grape Juice
25.4oz

$1.29

J&J
Iced 

Cappucino
Regular or Diet - 11oz

lim
it 

24

4/$1 $13.99

Kitov
Corn Pops

.5oz Original or Lite
case of 60

6/$.89 $10.49

Liebers
Potato Chips
.75oz Orig, Rippled, 

Onion & Garlic or BBQ

lim
it 

2 
cs

. o
f e

ac
h

case of 72

5/$1 $8.99

Liebers
Cripsy Goodies

1oz - Regular or BBQ
case of 48

$.89

Mondos 
Drinks

6pk - All Flavors

$2.99

Oneg
Octagon Praline 

Gift Boxes
4.75oz

$.25 each

$8.99

Gefen
Box Drinks

Fruit punch or
Kiwi Strawberry

Case of 40 (10x4pks)

BUY 
THE 

CASE

$.79

Gold Confections
Large Gift 

Boxes
Double Chocolate 

Deluxe / 4.5z

$2.89

Chewzy
Peanut 
Chews

5oz - Assorted Colors

$2.99

Gross

Chocolate 
Leaves

lim
it 

36
 (3

cs
 o

f e
ac

h)

G
RO

C
ER

Y

2/$.89

California
Cello 

Carrots
16oz.

$1.99

Honeydew 
size #6

$1.99

Tinkerbell
Mini 

Peppers
1 lb

Kiwis

5/$.89

Grapefruits
size 40

5/$1

Eggplants

$.79lb.

Cook Rite
Idaho 

Potatoes
 5 lb. Bag

$1.19

Schwartz
Baking Bar

15 oz

$2.29

Kitchen Collection
1oz Whiskey Cups

50ct

2/$1.29

lim
it 

50
 (1

 c
s)

Paper House
Parchment Paper

12" x 50ft

$1.49

lim
it 

6 

Haolam
Shredded Cheese

WHOLE MILK ONLY
8oz

$1.89

$.59

Kitchen Collection
Medium Weight 

Clear Cutlery
50ct Forks, Knives, 
T-Spoons, S-SpoonsHO

US
EH

O
LD

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

PR
O

DU
CE

$.99

FR
ID

G
E

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

hMigdal or Haolam
Margarine 

Sticks
4pk - 16oz

$3.79
FR

O
ZE

N

Pardes
Farms Broccoli 

Florets
24oz lim

it 
6

TA
KE

O
UT

UNDER HASHGACHA OF RABBI WEISSMANDEL • ALL FOOD MADE ON PREMISES

$4.99lb.

Diet 
Cauliflower 

Salad
Red Skin 

Potato Salad
16oz

$3.49ea.

Tehina
8oz

$2.49ea.

Garlic Olive 
Salad

8oz

$2.89ea.

Grilled 
Chicken 
Cutlets

$9.99lb.

Roasted 
Sweet 

Potatoes

$3.99lb.

Chicken
Nuggets

$9.99lb.

lim
it 

10

2/$1.19

Glicks

Tomato Sauce

lim
it 

12
 (1

cs
) o

f e
ac

h

$1.89 $3.49

Dinner Collection
Soft Clear 

Plastic Plates
40ct

lim
it 

6 

$1.79

Heckers
Flour

5lb

lim
it 

4

$.69

Simcha Collection

7oz Clear Tumblers
20ct

lim
it 

36
 (1

cs
)

Vegi Chef
Moms Potato 

Knishes
12pk

$5.49

Gefen
Square or Round 
Wonton Wraps

12oz
$1.19

Strauss
Milky Chocolate 

Pudding
4pk

$2.89

7" 9"

lim
it 

6 

lim
it 

6 

lim
it 

6

lim
it 

6 
of

 e
ac

h

KEMACH

YOSHON 

KEMACH

YOSHON 

FR
ID

G
E

SUSHI

Cherry 
Blossom

Roll
$5.95

Kani 
Tempura 

Roll
$7.95

Fantastic 
Dragon Roll

$9.95

CANDY

Zweet
Sour Belts

Rainbow, 
Blackberry, Apple, 

Strawberry

$2.49lb

Klein's
Chocolate 
Almonds

$5.49lb

Klein's
Turkish 
Apricots

16 oz.

$3.99ea

Setton
Roasted 

Pistachios 
salted unsalted-16oz

$5.49

BON APETITE

4 Regular 
Slices

$7.99

KEMACH

YOSHON 

Pizza
Rolls

3 pk

$8.99

Cheese 
Pretzel

$2.99

FISH
Panko
Tilapia

Salmon in 
Mango Sauce

Tuna
Steaks

Ground 
Salmon

Red Snapper 
Fillet

$5.99lb

$8.99lb

$9.99lb

$8.99lb

$12.99lb

KEMACH

YOSHON 

BAKERY
BAKED ON PREMISES

Peanut
Chews 
$3.99

Yossi's
Mini Bagels

Plain or Whole Wheat

$1.99
Bakers Best

Cinnamon 
Buns . 15oz  or
Chocolate 

Brownies . 13oz

$2.99
Oberlander

Hamantashen
10 oz

$1.85
WE NOW CARRY A 
LARGE VARIETY 

OF GLUTEN 
FREE BAKERY 

PRODUCTS

KEMACH

YOSHON 

KEMACH

YOSHON 

KEMACH

YOSHON 

KEMACH

YOSHON 

M
EA

T D
EP

AR
TM

EN
T

Chicken Legs (Family Pack) .............................................................................................................................. $2.29Lb WEISSMANDL

Chicken Cutlets 2.5Lb Tray.............................................................................................................................$3.99Lb WEISSMANDL

Chicken Bones (Family Pack) .......................................................................................................................... $0.79Lb WEISSMANDL

Chicken Wings (Family Pack) ..........................................................................................................................$1.09Lb WEISSMANDL

Ground Chicken (Dark Meat).......................................................................................................................... $5.99Lb HISACHDUS

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Brick French Roast ................................................................$8.99Lb (WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Delmonico Club Roast ........................................................$7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Club Steak.................................................................................... $8.49Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Sandwich Club Steak ..........................................................$8.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Chuck Eye Roast ......................................................................$6.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Grain Finished Shabbos Meat (Middle Chuck) ................................................. $7.49Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Natural Pasture Minute Steak (Family Pack) ..................................................... $6.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

Tevya’s Ranch Natural Pasture Minute Roast ............................................................................$6.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY!  Corned Beef (Mock Tender) ........................................................................... $6.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY!  Pastrami (Mock Tender) ...................................................................................$7.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY! Stuffed Chicken Capons *All Varieties* ...................................................................... $6.49Lb WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Pepper Crusted Roast Beef ....................................................................$8.49Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

GOURMET OVEN READY! Baby Chicken Shawarma ........................................................................................... $6.99Lb WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN READY! Seasoned Chicken Sliders *All Varieties* .....................................................................$5.99Lb HISACHDUS

GOURMET OVEN READY! Seasoned Chicken Patties *All Varieties*  ....................................................................$4.99Lb HISACHDUS

GOURMET OVEN-READY! Premium Frozen Crispy Breaded Dark Chicken Nuggets MADE WITH 100% PURE TENDERIZED DARK CHICKEN$5.99lb WEISSMANDL

GOURMET OVEN-READY! Uncooked Navel Nastrami   .................................................................................  $7.99lb R' ECKSTEIN - BYL

Choice Brick French Roast ......................................................................................................................$13.99Lb BYL/-ECKSTIEN

Choice Fillet Steak ........................................................................................................................................... $9.99Lb BYL/ECKSTIEN

Choice Club Steak ............................................................................................................................................ $9.99Lb BYL/ECKSTIEN

Choice Shabbos Meat ..................................................................................................................................... $8.99Lb BYL/ECKSTIEN

Boneless Shoulder Veal Roast ......................................................................................... $11.99Lb VAAD HARABANIM-MONTREAL

Veal Scaloppini ...........................................................................................................................$15.99Lb VAAD HARABANIM-MONTREAL

Ground Veal.....................................................................................................................................$9.99Lb VAAD HARABANIM-MONTREAL

NEW! NEW! NEW! INTRODUCING… CERTIFIED USDA ORGANIC BEEF
100% GRASS FED. NO ANTIBOTICS EVER. NO GROWTH HORMONES EVER.

1st Cut Brisket ........................................................................................................................ $9.99Lb WEISSMANDL-BET YOSEF GLATT

  Sunday  Monday  Tuesday     Wed.      Thurs.    Friday        שבת 

March 9

March 15

March 22

March 14

March 21

March 13

March 20

March 16

March 23

March 10

March 17

March 24

March 11

March 18

March 25

March 12

March 19
7am-11pm

7am-10pm

7am-12:30am

7am-9pm

7am-12am

8am-8pm

8am-12am

7am-12am

Taanis Esther
7am-6pm

7am-12am

7am-12:30am

Purim 7:30am-
12:30pm sharp     

7am-3pm

7am-4:15pm

Shushan Purim 
7am-4pm

Closed

9:30pm-
12:30am

Extended Purim Hours

Mazel Tov to 
Shevy and Avi 
Auerbach upon 
Bar Mitzvah of 

their son Yehuda
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The �nest selection
of Italian designer
men’s & boy’s suits,
sport jackets, pants,
shirts, shoes and
accessories, at
discounted prices.

OUR NEW SPRING
MERCHANDISE
HAS ARRIVED!

FLATBUSH:
1505 Coney Island Ave.

718.676.7706
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon. - Wed. 10-7, Thurs. 10-9, Fri. 10-1:30

LONG ISLAND:
467 Central Avenue

516.295.5006
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 10-7, Wed. 10-9, Fri.10-1:30

BORO PARK:
5020 13th Avenue

718.972.4665
Sunday & Legal Holidays 10 - 6,

Mon. - Wed. 10 - 7, Thurs. 10 - 8, Friday 10-1:30

LAKEWOOD:
1700 Madison Ave.

732.987.9480
 Sunday & Legal Holidays 10-6,

Mon. - Thurs. 10-7, Friday 10-1:30

TEANECK:
215 W. Englewood Ave.

201.530.7300
Mon. 10-7, Tue. 11-8, Wed. 10-9, Thurs. 11-8,

Friday 10-2, Closed Sunday
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To receive our weekly specials by email visit our website at

www.shopsmartkosher.com
2640 Nostrand Ave.
(btwn. Ave L & M) Brooklyn, NY 11210

Tel 718.377.4166  Fax 718.252.2363
shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

Full line of housewares with 
a MIKVAH on premises

THE ENTIRE STORE IS 
UNDER THE SUPERVISION 

OF KEHILAH KASHRUS

Sale prices valid from 03.09 – 03.15
We reserve the right to limit quantities on sale items  •  We are not responsible for typographical errors  •  In order to receive sale price, a $15.00 purchase of non sale items must be made.

Bodek
ICEBERG 
LETTUCE
(Reg $2.99)

$2.39

Kineret
FROZEN CHOC 
CHIP COOKIES

24 oz (Reg $4.99)

$3.69

B’gan
BREADED 

CAULIFLOWER
24 oz (Reg $7.59)

$5.69

Haolam
AMERICAN CHEESE

108 slices, white only 
(Reg $17.99)

$11.99

Kineret
ONION RINGS

20 oz (Reg $4.19)

$2.49

Morning Star
GRILLERS

orig 
9 oz (Reg $4.59)

$2.99
Schmerling

CHOCOLATE BARS
all flavors, excluding sugar 

free (Reg $3.29)

$2.29

Shufra
CHOCOLATE 

TRUFFLES
assorted, 3 oz (Reg $3.99)

$2.99

Evian
WATER

Case 1 liter 12 Ct  
(Reg $17.99)

$7.99

Beigel
NISH NOSH 
CRACKERS

10 oz (Reg $3.39)

$1.99

Krasdale
SUGAR

4lb (Reg $2.99)

$1.99

Normans
GREEK YOGURT
reg & light (Reg $1.49)

89¢

AVOCADO 
Size 40 

(Reg $1.29 each)

69¢ ea

GREEN CABBAGE 
(Reg 79¢ lb)

45¢ lb

RED POTATOES 
(Reg $1.19 lb)

49¢ lb

GRAPEFRUITS 
Size 56 

(Reg 59¢ each)

30¢ ea

CANTALOUPE 
Size 12

(Reg $1.99 each)

$1.39 ea

PINEAPPLE 
Size 7

(Reg $3.49 each)

$2.59 ea

YAMS 
(Reg $1.49 lb)

55¢ lb

Kedem
SPARKLING 

GRAPE JUICE
assorted, 25 oz (Reg $3.89)

$2.69

Seasons
BABY CORN
15 oz (Reg $1.59)

99¢

SQUARE 
CLEAR CUPS
7 oz (Reg $1.69)

$1.19

VINYL GLOVES
S, M, L  

(Reg $2.99)

$2.19

CUPS 
7 oz

limit 6 (Reg $1.39)

99¢

Deebest
GO FISH 

CRACKERS
10 pack (Reg $3.99)

$2.99
Baker’s Choice

DUTCH COCOA
15 oz (Reg $7.99)

$4.99

Prominence
DINNER NAPKINS

40 Ct (Reg $2.49)

99¢

Zweet
MARSHMALLOW 

STICKS
24 ct (Reg $5.19)

$3.49

Ky Ny
KREPLACH
chicken & beef 

14 oz (Reg $7.49)

$5.39

Lior
WAFERS

assorted 
 7 oz (Reg $1.19)

75¢

STORE 
HOURS

Sunday
8 am – 8 pm

Monday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Tuesday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Wednesday
6:45 am – 11 pm

Friday 
6:45 am – 4:30 pm

Thursday
6:45 am – 12 mid

We also honor all sale specials through phone, fax & email orders
phone: (718) 377-4166  •  fax: (718) 252-2363  email: shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

$2.39 lb

$2.49 lb

$4.99 lb

$2.49 lb

69¢ lb

$3.99 lb

69¢ lb

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN THIGHS
Family Pack (Reg $3.69 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN BREAST BONE IN
Family Pack (Reg $3.79 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
DARK CHICKEN CAPON 
(Reg $6.69 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
SPLIT OPEN WHOLE CHICKEN
(butterfly for stuffing) (Reg $3.09 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN WINGS
(Reg $1.49 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN CUTLETS
Family Pack (Reg $4.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN BONES
(Reg $1.19 lb)

$4.49 lb

$5.99 lb

$3.49 lb

$2.99 lb

$3.99 lb

$3.99 lb

$2.39 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
LEAN GROUND TURKEY 
BREAST (Reg $6.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
DARK TURKEY ROAST
(Reg $7.49 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
SPLIT TURKEY DRUMS / LEG 
QUARTERS (Reg $3.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
SPICE RUBBED WHOLE CHICKEN
All Kinds (Reg $4.49 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
HONEY MUSTARD CHICKEN 
BREAST (Reg $5.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
TURKEY BREAST BONE IN
(Reg $5.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
HONEY MUSTARD CHICKEN 
LEGS (Reg $3.99 lb)

USDA PRIME MEAT –  SUPER SAVINGS ON SUPERB QUALITY!

$9.99 lb

$5.49 lb

$3.49 lb

$4.99 lb

HOT POPPERS
(Reg $12.99 lb)

HEARTS OF PALM
(Reg $7.99 lb)

MACARONI & POTATO SALAD
(Reg $5.49 lb)

ANY KIND OF CHICKEN LEGS
(Reg $6.49 lb)

$7.99 lb

$8.99 lb

$6.99 lb

$9.39 lb

International
BONELESS FLANKEN
(Reg $9.49 lb)

International
RIB EYE ROAST
(Reg $10.29 lb)

International
SILVER TIP ROAST
(Reg $9.49 lb)

International
RIB EYE STEAK
(Reg $11.39 lb)

TRIMMED PRICES ON MEAT
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halachos & hanhagos from

Maran Rav Chaim Kanievsky shlita

RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following article is based upon the Sefer “Ain Lo 
LeHakadosh Boruch Hu Beolamo Ela Daled Amos Shel Halacha Bil-
vad – Hanhagos Sar HaTorah Rav Chaim Kanievsky Shlita Al Seder 
HaShulchan Aruch”. It is printed with permission of the publishers. 
Brackets are additions from the author.

Perek 64 Sif 12: In the morning of Purim, Rav Chaim drinks 
more wine than he usually drinks, and then sleeps a little bit. 
� rough this he ful� lls the din of drinking “Ad Delo Yada”. In the 
Seudas Purim he drinks a little more wine. Cf. on this in Siman 695 
Sif 2 in the Rema (one should drink more than he is used to and 
then go to sleep (and through this ful� ll the Din of Ad Delo Yada). 

Perek 64 Sif 13: Rav Chaim ful� lls the mitzvah of Mishloach 
Manos immediately a� er he davens Shacharis in the morning. He 
gives from his hand to the other persons hand, and does not use a 
Shaliach, emissary, as was the minhag of the Chazon Ish zt”l. He is minhag of the Chazon Ish zt”l. He is minhag
not makpid on the makpid on the makpid chumra of the Binyan Tzion (the author of the 
Aruch LeNeir) to ful� ll Mishloach Manos through a Shaliach. Cf 
Siman 695 Mishnah Berurah Sif Katan 18, who brings the Safeik, 
doubt, of the Binyan Tzion if one needs to ful� ll the mitzvah of 
Mishloach Manos through a Shaliach. It appears that nonetheless, 
Maran ful� lls the extra Mishloach Manos he gives through a Shali-
ach. {It seems that the � rst time he gives Mishloach Manos is the 
time he is ful� lling the mitzvah MaiIkar Hadin, and this is done 
according to the Shitah that one gives without a Shaliach. � e other 
times he gives Mishlaoch Manos are only a Hidur, and this can be 
ful� lled according to the Aruch LeNeir, even though this is not the 
halacha, according to the Chazon Ish.} 

A Life of Commandments
“From the turquoise, purple and 

scarlet wool they made knit vestments 
to serve in the Sanctuary, and they 
made the holy vestments for Aharon, 
as Hashem had commanded Moshe.”

We � nd throughout the Parsha 
the repetition of the posuk “as Hash-
em commanded Moshe”, every sin-
gle aspect of the construction of the 
Mishkan was done in accordance 
with Hashem’s instructions. As the 
Parsha concluded, “All the work of 
the Mishkan, the Tent of Meeting 
was completed and the Bnai Yisroel 
had done everything that Hashem 
commanded Moshe, so did they do.” 

Asks the Bais Halevi, what is this 
emphasis that everything was done 
as Hashem commanded? � e Bais 
Halavi explains that one of the fun-
damental faults with the Golden Calf 
was that they built it on their own. 
Even though their intentions may 
have been good, they were searching 

for a means to be close and to con-
nect to Hashem, but even with all the 
metaphysical formulas that they em-
ployed to create this connection the 
result was an idol, the Golden Calf. 

� erefore when it came to con-
structing the Mishkan, which was 
given to us as an opportunity to 
atone for the Golden Calf it was im-
perative that this time everything 
should be done exactly as Hashem 
tells us. � erefore the posuk tells us 
that they didn’t assemble the Mish-
kan because they understood the 
reasons behind each part, and what 
they accomplish but rather for the 
single reason that this is what Hash-
em told us to do. 

� is is an important lesson in life, 
regardless of what we are involved 
in, we must always ask ourselves, 
what is Hashem asking us to do, and 
that is what he must than do. Not to 
make calculations maybe if I do it my 
way I can end up making a Kiddush 

Hashem, or if I go here and do this 
it will be a big Segula, rather to do 
exactly what Hashem tells us with-
out change. Because when a person 
starts making his own calculations 
about what is the best way to serve 
Hashem, inevitably the result will be 
a Golden Calf. 

� erefore when Betzelal built the 
Mishkan, even though he under-
stood all the secrets behind the ves-
sels and how they represented the 
various parts of the universe, none-
theless he assembled the Mishkan 
only for the reason that this is what 
Hashem told him to do. When a per-
son makes sure that he lives his life 
because this is what Hashem com-
mands him to do nothing wrong will 
come because of his actions, even 
though sometimes he may perceive 
there is a better way of doing things.

A Chaim-Filled Life
� e Sefer Kol Hatzafa points out 

that in the Yehi Ratzon of Mevor-
chim Hachodesh we say eleven times 
“Chaim”. He brings down that each 
one of these “Chaim”s represent an-
other month of the year. (Excluding 
Tishrai which does not have a Shab-
bos Mevorchim) 

“A long life” corresponds to the 
month of Cheshvon, in which the 
Mabul began and from that time on 
the lifespan of mankind was short-
ened, therefore we ask for a long life. 

“A life of peace” corresponds to 
the month of Kislev, in which oc-
curred the famous machlokes be-
tween the Misyavnim (Greek con-
verts) and the Prushim. 

“A life of goodness” corresponds 
to the month of Teves, in which Es-
ther was taken to King Achashvairo-
sh’s palace resulting in redemption 
and much good for the Jewish People. 

“A life of blessing” corresponds to 
the month of Shvat, which hosts Tu 
B’Shvat, the Day of Judgment for the 
trees, so we daven that it should be a 
year of blessing. 

“A life of sustenance” corre-
sponds to the month of Adar, in 
which Moshe Rabainu was nif-
ter, and with his passing the Mann 
stopped falling. � erefore the people 
had to begin physically working for 
their bread, so we daven for suste-
nance. 

“A life of physical health” cor-
responds to the month of Nissan, 
which symbolizes our redemption 
from Mitzrayim where we were sub-
jected to hard back breaking labor, 
and we went out from servitude to 
freedom. � erefore we daven for a 
life of good health 

“A life in which there is fear of 
heaven and fear of sin” corresponds 
to the month of Iyar, in which we 
fast the Bha”b (Mon- � urs- Mon) 
a� er Pesach in case we did any Avai-
ros regarding to the Yom Tov, there-
fore we daven for fear of sin. 

“A life in which there is no shame 
or humiliation” corresponds to the 
month of Sivan in which we received 
the Torah. � e Torah depends on 
a partnership (Yisocher Zevulan) 
resulting in a share in the world to 
come for everyone. � erefore there 
will be no shame for those who were 
not able to study Torah. (For this 
reason the zodiac of Sivan is Twins) 

“A life of wealth and honor” cor-
responds to the month of Tamuz, in 
which we sinned with the Golden 
Calf, which in part was a result of all 
the excess gold that the people had. 
� erefore we daven that we should 
have a meaning full life with the 
money Hashem has given us. 

“A life in which we will have a 
love of Torah and a fear of Heaven” 
corresponds to the month of Av. At 
the end of the summer as the days 
start to get shorter and the nights 
longer we have to increase the time 
we spend learning. Additionally 
in Av the Bais Hamikdash was de-
stroyed, and as the Navi tells us the 
cause for the destruction of the Bayis 
was because we have abandoned the 
Torah. (Even though we already dav-
ened for a fear of heaven, but since 
we asked for a life of wealth and hon-
or we need additional help to main-
tain that fear of heaven) 

“A life in which our heartfelt re-
quests will be ful� lled for the good” 
corresponds to the month of Elul, in 
which we increase our te� los that we 
should merit a sweet new year, how-
ever sometimes the things which we 
think are good for us are really not in 
our best interest. � erefore we daven 
that Hashem should ful� ll our inner-
most wishes in a way that will truly 
be for our best.

Rav Nissan Kaplan Shlita
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What Bothers You Most?

It would seem logical that, at each 
stage in life, a person would tend 
to become depressed over what he 
lacks most. Doesn’t that make sense?

If a kollel yungerman were to be 
sad or depressed, we should assume 
that this is because he does not have 
enough money to cover his expenses. 
Perhaps he feels anxious because he 
doesn’t

know what he will do for a living, 
or because he cannot a� ord to buy a 
house. � is would be a natural sort 
of challenge.

On the other hand, if a person is 
working and feeling sad, we would 
assume that his depression is be-
cause he is not able to spend so much 
time in the Beis HaMidrash. One 
would expect him to worry about 
maintaining his relationship with 
Hashem. He should worry that he is 
only able to attend a Daf Yomi shiur 
and that he cannot keep good notes, 
or that his mind wanders, or that he 
forgets his learning because he has 
no time to review it.

Yet, most o� en, the opposite is 
true! It’s truly amazing. � ose who 
are in high school, beis midrash, or 
kollel become depressed because 
they cannot learn as well as they 
would want to.

Those who are in the working 
world, in the second set of thirty 
years, rarely get depressed over their 
learning. At that stage of life, people 
complain that business is tough, they 
have too many businesses, or that 
they are worried about their invest-
ments. A friend came to me during a 
stock market crash and told me that 

he is terribly depressed because he 
lost three-quarters of a million dol-
lars in the market in one week.

“Oif mir gezugt [the same should 
be said about me]!” I tried to console 
him. “At least you probably have 
another three-quarters of a million 
dollars still in the market.”

His worries are about the market!
Why is this so? Why are the is-

sues that worry people the opposite 
of what we would logically expect?

Because it is all “a groiseh blu� .”
Depression is rarely rooted in re-

ality. It is not based on what is miss-
ing in your life. � e yetzer hara � nds 
the most important factor in your 
life at any given time — whether it 
is spirituality or materialism — and 
makes you feel depressed over your 
inadequacies in that area. In Jeru-
salem, where people have so much 
less than we have here, people are 
not sad that they do not have cars. 
� ey are sad because they want to 
be closer to Hashem. When people 
have more assets, they are saddened 
by problems related to their material 
possessions.
The Bluff: Spiritual Dejection 

� e truth is that anyone who feels 
anguished about his spiritual failings 
should feel very fortunate. He is one 
of the few people in this world who is 
investing his emotional energy into 
ruchnius. It is precisely in the spiri-
tual arena that it is di�  cult to expe-
rience tangible success. We cannot 
calculate these gains and losses in the 
same way that we follow our hold-
ings in the stock market. Hashem 
evaluates our spiritual successes and 

failures by a di� erent yardstick. He 
may value the sincerity of our e� orts 
and the intensity of our struggles 
davka in those areas in which we are 
frustrated by our lack of progress.

On some level, we are all aware 
of this, but we rarely stop to think 
about it. We are in danger of sinking 
deeper and deeper into frustration 
and despondency. Why?

It’s the “blu� .” � e yetzer hara 
fools us. Depression is a sign that the 
yetzer hara is hard at work, actively 
convincing us that things are not go-
ing as they should.

When we say Bircas HaMa-
zon with a zimun we say, “Boruch 
she’achalnu mishelo, u’vetovo chay-
inu — Blessed is He of Whose we 
have eaten, and in Whose goodness 
we live.” � e Talmud (Berachos 50a; 
also in Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 
192:1) teaches that a person who says 
u’vetuvo chayinu — in Whose good-
ness we live — is a talmid chacham. 
A person who says, u’mituvo chay-
inu — from Whose goodness we live 
— is a fool.

Rashi explains the reason for 
this. When we say “from Whose 
goodness,” this implies that we have 
only received a little bit of Hashem’s 
goodness. � e words, “in Hashem’s 
goodness,” accurately relate that we 
are able to live only because of Hash-
em’s continuing abundant goodness.

But this seems to be contradict-
ed by another phrase in the siddur. 
Every Shabbos and Yom Tov we say 
in Shemoneh Esrei, “Sab’einu mitu-
vecha — satisfy us from Your good-
ness.” Why is that not considered 
as if we are diminishing Hashem’s 

goodness? Why is it not imperative 
to say, “Sab’einu bituvecha”?

I saw a beautiful explanation by 
the grandson of the Chasam Sofer, 
printed at the end of Devarim in 
the newer editions of the Chasam 
Sofer. He says that we must look at 
the context in which we say these 
words in Shemoneh Esrei. � e words, 
“Sab’einu mituvecha,” immediately 
follow the words “v’sein chelkeinu 
beSorasecha — grant our share in 
Your Torah.”

Not everyone is expected to be-
come the gadol hador. We cannot 
skip three or four levels at a time 
and become great overnight. In 
ruchnius, we have to grow one step a 
time. As long as we are progressing, 
we should be happy. Each individu-
al asks for his own speci� c share in 
Torah. For some, that means learn-
ing Chumash. For others it means 
learning Mishnayos, and for others 
— Gemara.

When in comes to ruchnius, then, 
the correct phrase is, “Sab’einu mitu-
vecha — satisfy us from Your good-
ness,” because we cannot receive 
all of Hashem’s goodness when it 
comes to ruchnius. We ask that we 
be satis� ed with our level of spiritu-
ality, as long as we are proceeding at 
our pace.

When that ninth-grader was de-
pressed because he could not learn 
at the level that he expected, he was 
making a mistake. He was being un-
realistic. It is not constructive to be-
come depressed over ruchnius. We 
have to be satis� ed with the amount 
of potential that Hashem has granted 
us,  and build on it progressively.

RABBI YISROEL REISMAN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Pathways of the Prophets Sha'ar Hasimcha
… Continuation

Piskei Halacha Of HoRav Yisroel Belsky זצ”ל         COMPILED BY RABBI MOISHE D. LEBOVITS

Birkas Kohanim – Halachos for the Tzibbur
It is stated in the name of the 

Zohar that one is not allowed to 
form his hands in the manner 
with which the kohanim give the 
brachah to the k’hal.1 Some say it 
is permitted if it is not done at the 
time that the kohanim do it.2 Prac-
tically speaking, one can position 
his hands like the kohanim if it is 
done for instructive purposes.3

� e kohanim may not put their 
hands down until the chazzan
starts Sim Shalom.4 If a� er duchen-
ing the chazzan did not start Sim 
Shalom and the kohanim still have 
their hands raised, one should still 
not look at the kohanim’s hands.5 

If one is standing behind the 
kohanim while davening Shem-
oneh Esrei, he may move in front 

of them; the walking 
is not considered a 
hefsek during Shem-
oneh Esrei.6 

The Mishnah Ber-
urah7 says one should 
not say the Yehi Rat-
zon, however, the cus-
tom is to recite the Yehi 
Ratzon by Shalom.8

1.  See Ateres Zekeinim on the side 
of the Shulchan Aruch 128:12.

2. Rivevos Ephraim 1:93:2.
3. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l.
4. Shulchan Aruch O.C. 128:16.
5. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l.
6.  Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l, 

see Igros Moshe O.C. 4:21:2 
and 5:20:23, Halichos Shlomo
Tefi llah 10:4.

7. 130:5.
8. Harav Yisroel Belsky zt”l.

NEW 
WEEKLY 
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BALTIMORE • BROOKLYN • CEDARHURST • CHICAGO 
LAKEWOOD • MONSEY • TORONTO • JERUSALEM

Still the largest dealer of Genuine Italian  
body felt Borsalino hats in the world!

What do you like about your hat? 

Anyone Can See the 

Hathas it all.  

What do you like about your hat? 
The fur? The feel? The snap? 

VISIT ANY OF OUR LOCATIONS!



44FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comMARCH 10, 2016 משנכנס  אדר מרבים  בשמחה
Mishkan/Megilah/Hagadah - The Common Denominator
Rabbi N.H. Rottenberg

Every year be-
fore Purim and 
Pesach we read in 
the weekly Torah 
portion the Par-

shiyos describing the building of the 
Mishkan, and the Parshiyos relat-
ing to the process and procedure of 
bringing korbanos.

Today we no longer have a Bais 
Hamikdash where we can bring 
korbanos, yet one can still have the 
korbonos, so to speak, serve as atone-
ment for his sins. The Navi tell us 
Vneshalma Porim Sefoseinu, which 
loosely translated means, ‘the cows, 
which are referring to the korbonos, 
which we owe because of our sins, 
can be paid by reading in the Torah, 
the Parshiyos  referring to the kor-
bon  which corresponds to the sin’. 
Chazal tell us Vneshalma Porim Se-
foseinu can also mean Tefilah.

In this long and dark Galus with 
all its accompanying distractions, we 
forget about this simple and won-
derful gift of Vneshalma Porim Se-
foseinu –our lips can atone for our 
sins. We forget because our Emunah 
is weakened. Influenced from a con-
stant barrage of news reports and 
scientific discoveries, we unknow-
ingly ascribe world events to every 
reason and explanation but Yad 
Hashem.

One of the main mitzvos of Purim 
is the mitzva of Megilah - recounting 
the story of Purim as it was written 
down by Mordechai & Esther. The 
beginning of Haman’s downfall and 
subsequently the Nes Purim was 
when Haman came to Mordechai 
Hatzadik to dress him in the Kings 
clothes and parade with him in the 
streets as per Achashveirosh’s direc-
tive. When Haman arrived to Mor-
dechai, he found him immersed in 
learning. When Haman questioned 
Mordechai,’ what are you learning?’ 
Mordechai explained the halachos 
of a Korban Mincha; It is brought, 
flour, a measurement of about three 
pounds and a certain measurement 
of about a fist full is offered on the 
mizbeach and Hashem forgives; 
upon which Haman answered 
Mordechai:  ‘a fist full of your flour 
pushes away  ten thousand of my 
gold coins’. Haman apparently un-
derstood that Mordechai’s learning 
can yet foil all his plans. The Yidden 
fasting and donning sacks didn’t 
perturb him; the limud and the tefi-
los worried him.  

The story of Purim is unique in 
that it gives emphasis to the fact that 
the Ribono shel Olam creates mira-
cles and wonders through seemingly 
natural occurrences – b’derech hate-
vah. Only in hindsight are we able to 
see the wondrous Yad Hashem lead-
ing up to the ultimate yeshua. We 
celebrate this Purim by reading the 
Megilah, which serves as a reminder 
that all seemingly natural occurrenc-
es in our lives today are likewise or-
chestrated by the Ribono shel Olam 
for our ultimate good. 

One of the main mitzvos of Pesach 
is the mitzvah of Hagadah – recount-
ing the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim 
-all the miracles that the Ribono shel 
Olam performed to liberate the Yid-
den from Mitzrayim. The mitzvah 
of Korban Pesach which applied to 
every member of the family; men, 
women, and children played a pivot-
al role on that wondrous evening of 
redemption.

We make sure that even the 
youngest of children remain awake 
to partake when we relate the su-
pernatural – chutz l’derech hateva 
miracles which took place at that 
auspicious time in our history. The 
mitzvah of Hagadah reaffirms our 
belief that the Ribono shel Olam is a 
kol yochol –He can do anything, and 
nothing is out of His reach or realm.

Purim and Pesach is a time when 
we strengthen our faltering Emunah. 
It is a time when we come to the re-
alization that what is happening 
around us is not simply sensational 
news or political fodder but grounds 
for reflection and introspection on 
our part. It is a time when we recog-
nize that the unprecedented turmoil 
abroad, the natural disasters around 
the world, and the ongoing econom-
ic crisis are all part of a hidden Di-
vine plan.

Consequently, when we rediscov-
er our Emunah, our belief that ev-
erything taking place around us, the 
natural and unnatural, is being or-
chestrated by the Ribono shel Olam; 
we can at the same time remember 
that it is our actions and inactions 
shaping world events. 

We watch with bated breath what 
the next news report will bring with 
it. We have opinions and ideas about 
what congress should or shouldn’t 
do. We tremble from world leaders 
and their views regarding Eretz Yis-
roel and the Jewish nation. In reality 

though, it is all irrelevant. What is 
relevant is our behavior. 

We are waiting for miracles and 
for the Geulah shlaima. The Ribono 
shel Olam is waiting for our Tshuva. 
In these days when we learn about 
the korbonos, read the Megilah and 
recite the Hagada let us capitalize 
on this gift of using our lips to bring 
atonement for our sins.

By admitting to ourselves and 
subsequently to Him that our sins 
have brought this upon us, we can 

repent through Torah and Tefilah, 
Vneshalma Porim Sefoseinu, there-
by bringing upon us all goods that 
are included in the Pasuk (Yud Gim-
mel Devorim) Lishmor es mitzvos 
Hashem vies chukovsov asher vnochi 
mitzavecho hayom litov loch.” until 
we will be zocheh to the Geula Shlai-
ma Bimheira Biyameinu Amen
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השלמת
הבנין

BUILDING DEDICATION DINNER
SUNDAY MARCH 20, 2016

VALLEY TERRACE, MONSEY, NY

GUEST SPEAKER:
RABBI CHAIM DOVID ZWEIBEL 

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT, AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA

AVODAS HAKODESH AWARDEES 
MR. & MRS. NOSSON WELDLER

WHO WHOLEHEARTEDLY RESPOND TO  
EACH AND EVERY COMMUNITY NEED

GUESTS OF HONOR
MR. & MRS. MUTTY WOSNER

ASKANIM WHOSE MIDDOS TOVOS AND MA’ASIM TOVIM 
B’TZINAH IMPACT COUNTLESS ACHEINU B’NEI YISRAEL

DEADLINE FOR JOURNAL ADS: WED., MARCH 16

SAVE TIME! 
Submit reservations, Building Dedications and  

place Journal ads at: KHALMISHKANYOSEF.ORG

With your generous contribution, we can finish our shul’s expansion  
and continue our mission to provide a warm and  
welcoming environment for all our mispallelim.

For more information or to e-mail or fax your ad, please contact: 

KHAL MISHKAN YOSEF: 
13 Algonquin Circle  •  Airmont, NY 10952
TEL: 845-521-5309  •  FAX: 845-517-1955 

E-MAIL: Dedications@KhalMishkanYosef.org
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קהל משכן יוסף
הרב יצחק שטערנבערג, מרא דאתרא

cordially invites you to attend our

BATYA’S
KITCHENPesach

      S
poil yourself with your own Personal Chef!

For a menu please call or text  
917-525-FOOD (3663) 

batyaskitchen@gmail.com

- Menu Items -
SEDER PLATE · FISH · SOUP · CONDIMENTS · BLINTZES · CHICKEN 

 MEAT · VEAL · LAMB · POULTRY · SIDE DISHES · DESSERTS

Menu Items
 WWW.BATYASKITCHEN.COM  

          Spoil yourself with your own Personal Chef!

(917) 525.FOOD(3663)

          Spoil yourself with your own Personal Chef!

 WWW.BATYASKITCHEN.COM

  (917) 525.FOOD(3663) · batyaskitchen@gmail.com

PESACH
- MENU -

NON-GEBROKS

PESACH PRODUCTION ALL PREPARED ON MEAT UTENSILS

NEW! 

NON-GEBROKS ONLY

2016 PESACH 
MENU AVAILABLE!

DUE TO HIGH DEMAND
CALL NOW  TO GUARANTEE  

YOUR ORDER!

NON-GEBROKS ONLYNON-GEBROKS ONLY

DUE TO HIGH DEMAND

PRIORITY OVERNIGHT
SHIPPING

Shipping DIRECT to your  
VILLA or CONDO 

Wherever you 
LAND this Pesach

LA NYFL

NOW YOU CAN ORDER ONLINE! 
BATYASKITCHEN.COM
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A YID WANTS WHAT’S RIGHT 
AND PROPER

These are the accountings of the 
Mishkan… (38:21)

Parshas Pekudei begins with 
Moshe giving the Jewish people an 
exact accounting of how each and 
every donation to the Mishkan had 
been used. Why? Although the mere 
suggestion may sound outrageous, 
Midrash Tanchuma (7) says that 
Moshe had heard rumblings that 
perhaps he had pocketed some of the 
contributions! This is fascinating, 
because as some of the commentar-
ies point out, when the Jewish peo-
ple gave gold for the Egel (Golden 
Calf), there’s no mention or record 
of anyone demanding an accounting 
of how their contributions had been 
used. So why does their demand for 
an accounting in our Parsha contrast 
with so radically with their reaction 
at the time of the Egel? 

R. Zalman Sorotzkin, zt"lZTL ex-
plains the distinction beautifully. Ev-
ery Jew wants to do what’s good and 
proper. When he gives Tzedakah, he 
wants to be sure that the money is 
used for Torah and Avodas Hashem, 
irrespective of the amount. However, 
if a Jew does an aveira, he never feels 
good about it. In fact, deep inside, he 
truly regrets it and even wishes that 
his plans to sin won’t come to frui-
tion! R. Sorotzkin explains that this 
is the distinction between the reac-
tions towards Moshe in our Parsha, 
and the lack thereof after giving gold 
for the Egel. For the Mishkan, the 
Jews wanted to be sure their dona-
tions had been applied as intended. 
But in the case of the Egel, they im-
mediately regretted their donations 
of gold and secretly hoped they had 
been wasted or misappropriated! 
BRAZEN-FACED PEOPLE

They made the Head-plate, the 
holy crown, of pure gold, and they 
inscribed on it with a script like that 
of a signet ring, “Holy To Hashem.” 
(39:30)

This verse describes the Tzitz 
(Headplate) of the Kohen Gadol. 
Arachin 16a and Zevachim 88b say 
that this garment serves as an atone-
ment for brazen-faced individuals. 
Similarly, Zohar says that when the 
Kohen Gadol wears the Tzitz, it 
counteracts and calms the brazen 
people of the world. 

There is a comment from Tzvi 
L’Yisrael that shows the connection 
between these sources and Pirkei 
Avos 5:24. The Mishnah reads, “The 
brazen go to Gehinnom, but the 
shamefaced go to Gan Eden. May it 
be Your will, Hashem our G-d and 
the G-d of our forefathers, that the 
Holy Temple be rebuilt, speedily in 
our days, and grant us our share in 
Your Torah.” What is the connection 
between the three parts of the Mish-
nah (brazen people, Temple, and the 
Torah)? One answer is that Yehudah 
ben Teima, the author of this Mish-
nah, realized how much suffering the 
brazen cause good and righteous peo-
ple. In response, he prayed that Hash-
em should bring back the Temple, so 
the Kohen Gadol will once again wear 
his Tzitz … and thus neutralize these 
people! And what of the prayer for 
Torah? Yehudah ben Teima prayed 
for Torah, because in Beitzah 25b, it 
says that Torah was given to Klal Yis-
roel to counteract our brazenness and 
inherently fiery nature. Therefore, 
Yehudah ben Teima added that into 
the prayer as well!   
A BUILDING YIELDS NO FRUIT

They brought the Mishkan to 
Moshe…its planks… (39:33)

The Kerashim (planks of the 
Mishkan) were made out of Atzei 
Shitim, which is called in English, 
“acacia wood.” Interestingly, Shem-
os Rabbah 35:2 says that one of the 
properties of this kind of wood is 
that it’s from a type of tree that does 
not bear fruit. What is the signifi-
cance of that? *Following the lead of 
the Midrash, Moreshes Moshe says 
there is a powerful lesson here. In 
Judaism, it is not the structure that 
bears fruit! You can have a beautiful 
building, but it will not produce any 
of the fruit of Judaism- not scholars, 
not future generations, not a thing! 

If you look at it honestly, you’ll see 
that this is one of the most powerful 
lessons that our people have learned 
the hard way in Galus America. Each 
major city is filled with massive, gor-
geous synagogues constructed by 
the Reform and Conservative move-
ments, but they are empty and have 
produced none of the fruit of Juda-
ism! By contrast, most of these cities 
have at least one relatively small, rel-
atively quaint Orthodox congrega-
tion that has produced bucket-fulls 

of fruit and Jewish continuity! And 
this was taught to us during the first 
building campaign ever undertaken 
by the Jewish people.   
TAKING UP NO SPACE

He brought the Ark into the Mish-
kan… (40:21) 

Throughout the Talmud, the Sag-
es explain in fantastic detail many of 
the miracles that took place in the 
Mishkan and Beis Hamikdash. In 
one particularly well-known passage 
(Megillah 10b; Yoma 21a; Bava Basra 
99a), the Talmud and its commenta-
tors discuss the physical dimensions 
of the Holy of Holies and the Ark 
of the Covenant that was placed in-
side of it. After some old-fashioned 
number crunching, the conclusion 
is reached that the Ark of the Cove-
nant miraculously took up no space 
within the Holy of Holies. What are 
we supposed to learn from this mira-
cle? How is this relevant to our lives? 
After all, Hashem doesn’t make mir-
acles for nothing!

I believe the answer is this: In a 
place of holiness, there is always 
room for more holiness. All of us 
are involved, albeit to differing de-
grees, in worthwhile Torah pursuits. 
Whether we observe Shabbos, attend 
a weekly Torah class, or volunteer 
for Jewish organizations, every sin-
gle one of us is involved in bringing 
sanctity into our daily lives and serv-
ing Hashem. Therefore, each of us is 
already a miniature Holy of Holies, 
a “place of holiness.” The lesson we 
learn here is that no matter what lev-
el of Torah activity we are engaged 
in today, there is room to add even 
more holiness. Like the example 
in the Talmud, this applies even in 

places where a good bit of holiness 
can already be found!

Many people sincerely want to 
keep Shabbos, or attend a nightly Ge-
mara class, yet many of these same 
people face an intellectual obstacle. 
Quite simply, they feel that no matter 
how worthwhile the pursuit, it simply 
will not fit into the “dimensions” of a 
lifestyle already crammed with other 
worthwhile pursuits. Next time you 
find yourself thinking in this manner, 
don’t get hung up on the details. Just 
stop what you’re doing and perform 
that mitzvah. Above all else, don’t 
expend your energy making calcula-
tions and wondering how it is going 
to fit into your already-hectic lifestyle. 
Many people have taken the leap of 
faith and added Torah commitments 
where there was seemingly no room 
for them, and Hashem has never dis-
appointed them.

With respect to his command-
ments, Hashem has not asked of us 
the impossible. The same G-d that 
has given us our daily responsibil-
ities and mundane concerns is the 
same One who has demanded of us 
that we keep His Torah. Our job is to 
observe His Torah; His job is to sort 
out all of the other details. If the only 
way a Torah lifestyle will fit into our 
hectic existence is by an open mira-
cle, so that the holy pursuits “take up 
no space,” so be it. If we keep our end 
of the bargain, Hashem will most 
certainly keep His.

“Short & Sweet on the Parsha” is now on-
sale and available for order!  Published by 
Feldheim, this 560 page sefer costs $24.99 
and contains hundreds of electrifying 
insights into the weekly Torah portion. 
Contact R. Shlomo Zalman Bregman at 
Director@JELN.org to order yours today!

RABBI SHLOMO ZALMAN BREGMAN

Parsha Short & Sweet Parshas Pekudei
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Yeshiva & Mesivta Toras Emes
SAMUEL AND BESSIE KLAUS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HONOREES

sw tsr cw ,ag”uM A RCH 14,  2016

T HE  PA L ACE  -  BROOK LY N,  N Y

19 0 4 Av e n u e  N ,  B r o o k l y n ,  N Y  112 3 0
T:  718 . 375 . 0 9 0 0 •  F :  718 . 375 . 0 272  •  d in n e r @ y t e k . o r g

YOUNG L E A DE R S HIP  AWA RD
Rabbi and Mrs Yoel Zalman 

Bronstein

DINNE R CH A IRM A N
Mr. Boruch Singer

ME S I V TA
Mr. and Mrs. Zev

Masar 

Y E S HI VA  K E TA N A
Mr. and Mrs. Yisroel 
shenkMan 

GUE S T S  OF  HONOR

J O I N  U S  T H I S  M O N D AY !
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JOIN US FOR A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME EXPERIENCE!JOIN US FOR A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME EXPERIENCE!

With The World Renowned 

RAV DOVID 
GOLDWASSER t"yhka

OUR 21ST TRIP!                   ALL PREVIOUS TRIPS SOLD OUT!
s”xc

Warsaw | Ger | Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin | Majdanek 
Schindler’s Factory | Auschwitz-Birkenau | Shabbos in Krakow

Come Daven with us at the Kevarim of: 
Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk | Reb Chaim Brisker | The Netziv | Sarah Schenirer  | The Remah 

Chiddushei Harim & Sfas Emes | Chozeh Of Lublin | Tosfos Yom Tov | The Bach | Megaleh Amukos 

o p e n to m e n a n d wo m e n

Our Nation. Our Children. Our Future.

PROJECT

Our Nation. Our Children. Our Future.

PROJECT

www.ProjectMesorah.org

FOR MORE INFO & RESERVATIONS, 

please call 845-642-3819 
poland@projectmesorah.org

Yartzeit of 
NOAM ELIMELECH

march 29 - april 3
USE YOUR POINTS TO JOIN THE TRIP

CALL FOR MORE INFO

Hurry!

All Inclusive: 
Gourmet Meals  |  Upscale Hotels 

Luxury Coach Buses 
All Entrance Fees | Security & more

EARLY BIRD SAVE $200 BEFORE MARCH 7TH!

SPACE IS LIMITED!
With The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World RenownedWith The World Renowned

RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID RAV DOVID 

OUR 21ST TRIP!                   ALL PREVIOUS TRIPS SOLD OUT!
s”xcs”xc

Hurry!Hurry!Hurry!ST TRIP!                   ALL PREVIOUS TRIPS SOLD OUT!Hurry!ST TRIP!                   ALL PREVIOUS TRIPS SOLD OUT!

SPACE IS LIMITED!

!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk!exbgzhk
join project mesorah on a trip to:

Not without  
   the essentials.

Fun in the sun?

www.undercoverwaterwear.com
877-613-8299

                  modest  
swimwear 

   FOR LADIES AND GIRLS  
OF ALL SIZES

ALL SWIMWEAR IS 
50+ upf         

Not without Not without Not without Not without 
  the essentials

www.undercoverwaterwear.com
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1323 Ocean Pkwy
Brooklyn, New York

548 41st street  
Miami Beach, FL

Not without  
   the essentials.

Fun in the sun?

www.undercoverwaterwear.com
877-613-8299

                  modest  
swimwear 

   FOR LADIES AND GIRLS  
OF ALL SIZES

ALL SWIMWEAR IS 
50+ upf         
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1323 Ocean Pkwy
Brooklyn, New York

548 41st street  
Miami Beach, FL
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 Thinking of
    traveling?

845.425.2123 | sales@mainsttravel.com | 20 Robert Pitt Dr #207, Monsey NY

YOUR FULL SERVICE                                                            TRAVEL AGENCY

 | sales@mainsttravel.com | 20 Robert Pitt Dr #207, Monsey NY

AIRLINE 
TICKETS

HOTEL
RESERVATIONS

CELL PHONE
RENTALS (PLUS)

TRAVEL
INSURANCE

CAR
RENTALS

ISRAEL
TRIP PLANNER

ISRAEL VACATION PACKAGE
$1099*

LOWEST FARES TO ISRAEL, EUROPE  & WORLDWIDE

FLY TO ISRAEL 
NONSTOP 
on select dates in the Winter

$812*  

*FARES INCLUDE ALL TAXES/FUEL SURCHARGES  
 BASED ON AVAILABILITY

FLY TO ISRAEL 
NONSTOP 

Early Bird Spring Special

$908*  

*FARES INCLUDE ALL TAXES/FUEL SURCHARGES  
 BASED ON AVAILABILITY

EARLY 
BIRD 

SUMMER 
SPECIAL
On Select Flights
$1299*

Valid June 16 - August 14

*FARES INCLUDE ALL TAXES/FUEL 
SURCHARGES  BASED ON AVAILABILITY

*FARES INCLUDE ALL TAXES/FUEL SURCHARGES 
 BASED ON AVAILABILITY

NONSTOP FLIGHTS 
+ 6 NIGHT HOTEL STAY
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PESACH SPECIAL

.5801 flatlands Ave.  brooklyn ny 11234

AIM GOLD PLAN
• Medical Maximum

$100,000

• Hospitalization and
Emergency room
coverage throughout Israel

24 • hr. Hot-line with a
physician on duty 7 days/wk

• Emergency Dental Care

• No deductibles! 

• All American and English speaking physicians

• Prescribed medications included

AIM PLATINUM PLAN
(Includes ALL benefits from the AIM GOLD Plan)

• Medical Maximum
$200,000 No deductibles.*
No co-payments.*

• Pre-existing Conditions*:
Sudden onset of pre-existing
condition – $10,000 Maximum for eligible expenses.

• March of The Living Trip to Poland*:  Provides
14 days full coverage.

• CAT scans, Bone scans, MRI’s covered*
• Allergy shots, Nutritional Counseling*
• Alternative Medicine*, Acupuncture*
• Podiatry, Eating disorders Counseling*
• Physical Therapy, Chiropractic care*
• Vision Care:  $100 Maximum /year for exams and

glasses after 12mo. coverage*
• Lost checked luggage:  $250 per year.
• Trip Delay: Maximum limit of $100/day*

* All benefits are in accordance with the Terms & Conditions on the AIM website at www.aim.co.il and the Master Agreement which is available         
upon request by contacting the AIM Administrator at admin@aim.co.il.

AMERICAN ISRAEL MEDI-PLAN, INC.
75 N. Woodward Ave.
Suite # 88294
Tallahassee, FL 32313

Phone: 1-800-4-AIM-PLAN
Fax: 1-305-359-5710
Email: info@aim.co.il

For information call:

Visit the AIM website at:

Registration and application available

www.aim.co.il

1-800-4-AIM-PLAN
Early registration on the AIM GOLD Plan is  

to sign up on line securely.

$495 or about $1.30/day.

A trusted name in Israeli Health CareAIM

$495.

A FULL YEAR’S PRIVATE MEDICAL COVERAGE

$550.

AIM Medical Center conveniently located for
immediate appointments

Dr. Lazar Fruchter
MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Going to Yeshivas
in Israel?
It is important to have PRIVATE 
medical attention by American
doctors when you are thousands 
of miles away from home. 
However,  the real value of a 
medical plan exists in the company behind 
the  plan and its proven ability to  respond 
in the time of need, day or night.

Introducing the new AIM PLATINUM Plan
supplement.  For only $100.  additional you 
receive all benefits of the popular AIM GOLD 
Plan and the most comprehensive series of 
benefits in today’s medical services market. 

Before Aug. 1st. 2016 Before Aug. 1st. 2016
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RABBI GREENFIELD

בס "ד

No hidden fees  ∙  All trips included

Some of our on-premises 
daily activies: Dry & Wet 
In�atables, Jeep Paddle 

Cars, Arts & Crafts

Latenights, Father & Son 
Trip, Arts & Crafts, Shows
3rd & 4th Grade Overnight

4 Overnights 
including one 3-day overnight 
Night Activities, Canteen

with slush & popcorn

9:00-4:00 9:00-5:00

9:30-6:30

9:30-7:45

 STAFF INTERVIEWS"בס "בס בס בס בס בס בס בס """"דדדד
AT OUR CAMPUS

SUNDAY,
MARCH 27TH 
2:00 -7:00PM 

FOR THE FOLLOWING 
POSITIONS: 

• Morahs
• Secretary 
• Specialties

• Counselors (M/F) 
• JCs (M/F) 
• Lifeguards (M/F)
• Division Heads 
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FASKOWITZ present
Avi & Shneur

The Rosen Plaza

Orlando

PAY WITH 
POINTS 
OR MILES

PASSOVER DIRECTOR
DAVID GROSS

 COMPLIMENTARY
MASSAGE TREATMENTS  

ALL-DAY POOLSIDE BBQS

GLATT KOSHER
CHOLOV YISROEL

  HOST  ELIE Y. KATZ             RABBI ARI LAMM      MALCOLM HOENLEIN   MENACHEM LUBINSKY      FARLEY WEISS

PASSOVER 2016 our 14th year

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
FOR PASSOVER 2016

in celebration of
the new Glatt Kosher

 program at the
Rosen Hotel

in Orlando, Florida

Use Code

FJJ001
To Obtain

Special Discount

718-969-9100
INFO@MAJESTICRETREATS.COM

WWW.MAJESTICRETREATS.COMWWW MAJESTICRETREATS.COM

SPECIAL
AIRFARE
AVAILABLE!!
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elevate...elevate...
Your Yom TovYour Yom Tov

enjoy...

elevate...
enjoy...

creating lasting memoriescreating lasting memoriescreating lasting memoriescreating lasting memories
enjoy...

creating lasting memories
enjoy...

telephone: 323-275-1949 |  website: www.smilowfamilytours.com  

•	 Entire	Resort	Glatt	Kosher,	
Cholov	Yisroel	&	Non-Gebrokts

•	 Organized	Excursions,	
Transportation	&	Day	Camp

•	 Golf,	Tennis,	Jacuzzi,	
4	Pools,	World	Class	Spa	&	
Fitness	Center

•	 Oversized	Guest	Rooms,	1	&	2	
Bedroom	Suites	with	Balconies

•	 5	Star	Cuisine	&	Service	with	
Daily	BBQ’s

•			65,000	Sq.	Ft.	Expansive	
Banquet	Space	with	Private	
Seder	Rooms	&	Lobby	all	
Located	on	Ground	Floor

•		Lori	Neumann	-		
The	New	Shidduch	Initiative

experience...

BONAVENTURE
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

experience

PESACHPESACH2016

THE SMILOW FAMILY

Yumi 
Lowy

Srully  
Willger 

A Team
Orchestra

DJ  
Yitzy 

Ben  
Cohen

Meshorerim  
Choir

INSPIRING SPEAKERS  
& RABBINIC PERSONALITIES

In collaboration with  
VICTORIA DWEK 
Celebrity Co-Author  

of Made Easy 
Cookbooks

In collaboration with 
VICTORIA DWEK
Celebrity Co-Author  

Fares from NY  
starting @ $450
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Dr. Yaakov Siegel, is a licensed psychologist specializing in addictions. He practices in 
Brooklyn, NY and Lakewood, NJ. He has held positions in Federal and State institutions 

providing clinical services and psychological assessment. For 6 years, he served as 
clinical coordinator for a 160-bed addiction center where, in addition to treating patients, 

he supervised and trained clinical staff.
Dr. Siegel can be reached at 917-300-8151 or www.siegelpsychological.com

Leading From Within
� e story is told of a woman who 

dreamed of going to college. She 
prepared and scored well on the 
academic exams but was dismayed 
when the entrance questionnaire 
asked “are you a leader?” Being 
honest and conscientious, she had 
no choice but to answer “no.” De-
feated, she handed in her paper and 
headed for home.

A few weeks later she received 
a letter in the mail: “Dear Madam: 
� is year our college will host 1,342 
new leaders. We are accepting you 
because we feel it’s crucial that they 
have a follower.”

Contrary to popular belief, be-
ing a follower does not necessarily 
disadvantage a person. � e ability 
to take instruction, follow through 
with a program and remain humble 
is a praiseworthy – if not increas-
ingly rare – trait. 

Modern society places value on 
the quality of “leadership.” Secular 
values encourage us to stand-out, 
make a di� erence, and get recog-
nized. American culture is individ-
ualistic and it places great value on 
autonomy. It encourages young men 
and women to think for themselves 
and to make unilateral, self-serving 
decisions. It glori� es self-determina-
tion, personal interests and creativ-
ity. � ese are the traits of its leaders.

Contrast this with the Torah’s 
depiction of a leader. Our biblical 
leaders were not looking for the 
limelight and none of them consid-
ered themselves worthy of the job. 
They shied away from leadership 
roles. And this is the ideal perpetu-
ated and taught in the hallowed halls 
of our Yeshivos and Bais Yaakovs.

Look at Moshe Rabbeinu who, 
when approached by Hashem to 
lead the Jews out of Egypt replied, 
“shlach na byad tishlach – send 
somebody who is worthy of the 
job.” He even went so far as to nom-
inate his older brother, Aaron. 

And consider King Shaul who, 
when Shmuel Hanavi came to anoint 
him as king, is described as “nechba 

el hakeilim – hiding amongst the 
saddles in the stables.” Not only did 
he shy away from the promotion, he 
took e� orts to avoid his coronation. 
� is certainly does not sound like 
the behavior of a “born leader!”

Next is King David - Dovid Mel-
ech Yisroel. Shmuel Hanavi came 
to the house of Yishai (Dovid’s fa-
ther) to anoint one of his sons as the 
next king. All of Yishai’s outstand-
ing sons came to be considered for 
the job, but young David was not 
there – he was busy shepherding 
the sheep. He didn’t even consider 
himself a candidate. 

� roughout our history, we were 
led by men and women who were 
more comfortable in the role of 
follower than leader. � ey valued 
learning, collaboration, and ano-
nymity over self-determination, 
self expression and recognition. 

This would explain the study 
� nding that Yeshiva students value 
Autonomy signi� cantly less than 
their same-aged college peers. Yet, 
there are some aspects of autono-
my that are critical for life success 
and they are skills that pertain to 
Yeshiva students as well. � is is the 
ability to act on an idea without the 
need for constant assurance from 
others. It is also the ability to pur-
sue personal goals and needs. 

Students who do well on the 
Autonomy scale are con� dent de-
cision-makers. � eir relationships 
with authority � gures are productive 
and non-defensive. They manage 
their time in a way that allows them 
to meet goals, ful� ll responsibilities 
and satisfy personal needs. � ey are 
resourceful and self-su�  cient.

It is a delicate balance to be 
able to incorporate both traits –to 
conform to others yet to become 
autonomous. To remain humble 
while focusing on personal growth. 
To think critically while accepting 
direction and instruction. To shy 
away from the limelight yet stand 
up for what is right. To lead oneself 
but to follow another.

DR. YAAKOV SIEGEL

Functional Psychology

At Omni Childhood Center We Provide 
The Following  High Quality Services:

EVALUATIONS • SPECIAL EDUCATION (SEIT) 
SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • COUNSELING

1651 Coney Island Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11230

T: 718.998.1415  F: 718.627.1855

www.omnirehab.com

CHILDHOOD CENTER 
can help!
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Evaluations or services provided by the Department of Education CPSE program are for preschool 
children who have or are suspected of having a disability pursuant to Section 4410 of Article 89. Services 
are ultimately determined by the district CPSE administrator during the IEP meeting process.
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O N E  D AY    A L L  D AY

PRE-SPRING 
WAREHOUSE 

S A L E

h a n d p i c k e d  e x c l u s i v e  p i e c e s  

FROM OUR LEGENDARY INVENTORY 

UP TO 50% OFF
sunglass  and eyeglass  frames 

c e l e b r a t e d  d e s i g n e r  l i n e s  

W E D N E S D AY  M A R C H  1 6 t h  

1  P M  -  9  P M

1552 Coney Island Ave    718-258-0315    optique.elegance@gmail .com
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Attention Back Pain and Sciatica Sufferers!
Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop Reveals How to 
Naturally Heal Back Pain and Sciatica For Good.

Do you suffer with back pain or leg pain when you stand or walk?
Do you have pain when you sit for long periods or drive?
Do you experience pain, numbness or tingling into your buttock, or 

down your leg?
Does your back ever “go out” if you move the wrong way?
Are you afraid your pain will get worse if you don’t do anything about it?
If you have answered YES to any of the above questions (or have a 

stubborn spouse who is in denial) – the Lower Back and Sciatica Work-
shop may be a life changing event for you…

Hello,
Back pain and sciatica can completely ruin your life…I’ve seen it many times.
  It can make you lean on the shopping cart when walking through 

the grocery store (how embarrassing)…
  It can take your focus away from enjoying your life… like spend-

ing time with your children or grandchildren…
  It can mess up your work or force you to do a job you don’t want 

to do…
  It can ruin your travel plans…
  And it can take away your ability to live life… having to rely on 

others… or to wait for you to sit down for a minute.
And less movement and enjoying of life can lead to depression, in-

creased stress and a sedentary lifestyle (mostly sitting…not moving much) 
which leads to bigger health problems…and life problems.

Here at Forward Physical Therapy, we’ve helped 100’s of people from 
right here in Brooklyn…who have suffered needlessly with lower back pain 
and sciatica…it’s our specialty.

So by request, I’m hosting a Sciatica and Lower Back Pain Workshop 
here at Forward Physical Therapy, 1716 Coney Island Avenue, on Sun-
day March 20th at 11am.

If you’re confused about what to do and looking for answers, here’s 
some of what you’ll learn:

  The Single Biggest #1 Mistake back pain and sciatica sufferers make 
which actually stops them from healing…

  The 3 Most Common Causes of Lower Back Pain and Sciatica…
  A Sure-Fire Way to Pick the Right Treatment for the Cause of Your 

Pain (and save you a ton of time and money)
  How a problem in your back can cause pain, numbness or tingling 

in your leg…
What successful treatment and permanent relief looks like without the 

side effects of medications, injections or surgery.
How Do I Register for the Lower Back Pain and Sciatica Workshop?
Call our office to register at 718-336-4900.
When you register, we will mail you The Lower Back Pain and Sciatica 

Worksheet which you will bring with you to the event.
We only have 25 seats available for the event…and this will be going out 

in our Patient Newsletter and postcards.
So if you would like to attend, be sure to register now… Call 718-336-4900.
How Much Is It to Attend?  
The event is absolutely free to anyone who registers in advance.
As a Special Bonus…the first 8 people to call and register for the event 

will receive a free gift.
All 25 attendees for the Sciatica and Lower Back Pain Workshop will 

receive a Special Report: “The Top 10 Burning Questions for Sciatica”.
Looking forward to seeing you there,
David Ettinger, Owner
Forward Physical Therapy / 1716 Coney Island Ave. (Roder Ave & Ave N)
PS – The first 8 people to call and register at 718-336-4900 will re-

ceive a free gift.
PPS – This event is limited to the first 25 people to register. 

David Ettinger earned his Doctorate in Physical Therapy from Columbia University. 
He is a Board Certified Geriatric Clinical Specialist. The Flatbush office is located at 
1716 Coney Island Avenue (between M and N) and the Boro Park office is located 
at 3815 13th Avenue. Male and Female therapists are available at both locations. 
Appointments can be scheduled by calling 718-336-4900.
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THE KENSINGTON LOOK.

The trendsetting optical team at Eyes & Optics know all about the latest styles 
and fashions in the world of eyewear. So give us a call or simply walk in to our 

stunning Brooklyn showroom to discover the look that describes you best. 
After all... we’re right in the neighborhood.

Trendy Selection  
Of Designer Frames

Most Major Insurance 
Plans Accepted

Expert Eye Exams  
Done On Premises 

2922 AVENUE L  • BROOKLYN,  NY 1 1210
718 .758 .2020 • WWW.EYESANDOPTICSNY.COM

A U T H O R I Z E D  R E T A I L E R  O F

TH
E EYEWEAR

TRE N D SE TTE
R

S
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3692 Bedford Avenue, Suite P2, Brooklyn NY, 11229 
350 Fifth Avenue, 59th Floor New York, NY 10118

For more information call 646-837-5557x1 or e-mail info@centerforanxiety.org
www.centerforanxiety.org

THE CENTER FOR ANXIETY

Would you like to overcome your fears in just a few days or weeks???

In addition to standard outpatient treatment, the Center for Anxiety offers intensive 
services (daily 3-6 hour sessions for 2-10 days). 

Designed for individuals who live outside the tri-state area and/or those who need to 
accomplish their treatment goals during scheduled breaks due to work/other obligations, 

our intensive services are ideally suited for those who have a strong commitment to 
getting better quickly. Customized intensive services for individuals with severe anxiety 

who require a higher level of care are also available.

Intensive services may be appropriate for symptoms of any of the following:

 Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, Panic Disorder, Social Phobia, Specific Phobias.

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN AARON 
AKSELRUD RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN  RABBI 
SHLOMO ZALMAN BREGMAN RABBI YITZY ERPS 
RABBI YISSOCHOR FRAND  JACOB GERLITZ 
RABBI YEHUDA HEIMOWITZ RABBI NISSAN 
KAPLAN  RABBI DANIEL KEREN RABBI PAYSACH 
KROHN RABBI MOSHE LEBOVITS RABBI ELI 
MANSOUR MR. SOLOMON MEHLMAN RABBI 
EPHRAIM NISENBAUM DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ 
RABBI YISROEL REISMAN RABBI YAAKOV 
SALOMON  RABBI MATISYAHU SALOMON RABBI 
NACHMAN SELTZER DR. YAAKOV SIEGEL RABBI 
SHOLOM SMITH RABBI TZVI HERSH WEINREB  
RABBI YONAH WEINRIB DR. MEIR WIKLER 
RABBI YITZCHOK ZILBERSTEIN MORA LUNI MRS. 
AHAVA EHRENPREIS  MRS. CHANA ROSE MRS. 
ROCHELLE ROTHMAN MRS. LEBA SCHWEBEL  

THEY DON'T JUST WRITE.
THEY WRITE IN THE FJJ.

NOT JUST A NEWSPAPER. 
IT'S THE FJJ! 718.692.1144  ADS@THEFJJ.COM 
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EVENT
CALENDAR

To add your Event, please email: EVENTS@THEFJJ.COM

MARCH 2016 

10 • Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation – Annual Dinner 

13 • Kingsway Jewish Center – Purim Carnival

13 • Khal Bnei Shloima Zalman – Annual Maos Chitim Brunch

13 • Annual Khal Bnei Shloima Zalman – Maos Chitim Brunch

13 • Yeshiva Toras Chaim, South Shore – Legacy Dinner

13 • Mekor Hatorah – Annual Dinner

13 • Hebrew Academy of Cleveland – 73rd Scholarship Tribute Dinner 

13 • Mosdos Veretzky – Annual Dinner 

13 • Shevach – Annual Dinner

13 • Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia – 41st Annual Dinner 

14 • Yeshiva Ohr Hameir of Peekskill – Annual Dinner 

14 • Yeshiva and Mesivta Toras Emes – Annual Tribute Dinner

15 •  Yeshiva Zichron Meilech – Annual Far Rockaway Parlor Meeting

15 • Hineni – 50th Anniversary Tribute Dinner 

16 • Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah – Anniversary Dinner 

20 • Yeshivas Ner Yisroel – Dessert Reception  

20 • Khal Mishkan Yosef Hashlomas Habinyan – Dinner

21 • Bais Tova – Anniversary Dinner 

27-28 • Ohr Naava – Brooklyn MRKT 

28 • Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim – Annual Flatbush Reception 

29 • Yeshiva Zichron Meilech – Annual Ladies Tea

APRIL 2016

3 • Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel – Brooklyn Parenting Expo 

10 • Yeshiva Mir Yerushalayim Brooklyn – Marriot Dinner 

MAY 2016

17 • Flatbush Satmar Bikur Cholim – Annual Spring Tea 

24 • ICare4Autism – National Conference 

29 • Yeshiva of Spring Valley – 73rd Annual Dinner

31 • Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah – 50th Renaissance Dinner

JUNE 2016

5 • Yeshiva Derech Chaim – Annual Dinner 

DECEMBER 2016

4 •  Mesivtha Tifereth Jerusalem/Yeshiva of Staten Island – 

Annual Dinner

Senator Simcha Felder
A MoMent of Silence, PleASe!

Monday mornings are hard enough. Everyone is 
back to school, back to work, back to looking for 
parking… And suddenly, out of nowhere, adding 
insult to injury, there’s someone leaning on their 
horn.

Then there are those moments when we’re sitting 
in our homes or our offices, or walking down the 
street, quietly minding our own business or having 

a pleasant conversation, and we almost jump out of our skin because 
someone starts blasting a horn. More, one horn leads to a cacophony of 
horns. Honking begets honking. It’s music to no one’s ears.

For many years, it's been illegal in New York City to use “any claxon 
installed on a motor vehicle” except to warn of danger. The fine for 
unnecessary horn-blowing is steep, but it’s a law that is rarely enforced, 
unless enough people are complaining about it.

People have been complaining to me. And, despite all the noise from 
the horns blowing, I hear them. It’s not just everyone’s shattered nerves 
and disturbed peace, it’s also my belief that bad behavior leads to more 
bad behavior. The misuse of horns also lessens their value. When horns 
are blown frequently and for the wrong reason (the only right reason is 
to signify danger) people just become annoyed; they no longer expect 
danger. It’s the horn that cried wolf.

From what my constituents and I have observed, the biggest honking 
offenders seem to be car services. They’re in a terrible rush and they tend 
to blow horns excessively and impatiently as they race towards their next 
destination. And when they arrive, they blow their 
horns again. “I’m here,” they blow. “Come out! Let’s 
go! Beep-beeeeep!”

Why not just phone the fare and say, “Your ride 
has arrived.”

For the people impacted by these sudden 
and prolonged horn blasts, the matter is 
serious. So to address this quality-of-life 
issue, I am calling on the Taxi and Limousine 
Commission to ask for stricter enforcement 
of the existing laws that are too often neglected by taxi drivers and car 
services. Once the TLC addresses the issue, I’m hopeful that the word will 
spread among these car service drivers and things will get a little quieter.

Can you hear me now?
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Israel’s Shin Bet Nabs Hebron Sniper Brothers 
Responsible For Multiple Attacks
JNS

Two Palestinian brothers suspected of multiple sniper 
attacks against Israeli civilians and security forces over the 
past few months were recently arrested, Israel’s Shin Bet 
security agency revealed. Authorities believe the two were 
involved in attacks in which four Israelis were wounded.

The brothers—Nasser Faisal Mahmad Badawi, 23, 
who has known ties to the Palestinian terror group Hamas, and Akram Fais-
al Mehmed Badawi, 33, both residents of Hebron—were dubbed the “Hebron 
snipers” by the Israeli defense establishment. The Shin Bet said the brothers 
were found in possession of an improvised sniper rifle and other firearms.

According to authorities, the first sniper attack the brothers carried out took 
place on Nov. 6, 2015, when they met on the third floor of a building owned by 
their father, near the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron, and fired at a group of 
Jewish worshippers. One man was seriously wounded and another was mod-
erately wounded in the attack. According to the Shin Bet, Nasser was arrested 
Jan. 9. While he was in custody, Akram carried out another shooting attack, 
which he told investigators was meant to deflect suspicion from his brother.

Sodastream, Target Of BDS,  
Lays Off Last Remaining Palestinian Workers
JNS

SodaStream, the Israel-based producer of 
a popular beverage carbonation machine, was 
forced to lay off its final 74 Palestinian workers 
after it had been the target of the international 
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) move-
ment. SodaStream had already relocated from its 
Judea and Samaria facility against the backdrop of BDS pressure.

“Today is their final day working with the company, sadly,” SodaStream 
spokesman Maayan Nave told AFP regarding the Palestinian workers, add-
ing that the company had planned a going-away party for the employees.

SodaStream’s former headquarters were in Mishor Adumim, which is lo-
cated beyond Israel’s 1967 lines. Before the relocation, SodaStream had em-
ployed 1,300 workers, including 500 Palestinians who were given the same 
pay and benefits as their Jewish-Israeli colleagues.

Following SodaStream’s October 2015 relocation to Israel’s Negev Desert, 
the company was forced to lay off most of its Palestinian workers—retaining 
74 of its most experienced Palestinian employees, who commuted to the new 
location. Yet after a permit dispute with the Israeli government, the company 
was forced to lay off those 74 Palestinians.

Waze Leads Mobbed Israeli Soldiers Astray,  
But Defense Minister Blames ‘Hatred’ 
JNS

Five Israeli Border Police officers were injured when security forces entered 
the Qalandiya refugee camp, north of Jerusalem, to rescue two non-combat Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) soldiers who had accidentally driven into the area and were 
attacked by a local Palestinian mob that stoned and firebombed their vehicle.

The two Oketz K-9 unit soldiers arrived in Qalandiya around 11 p.m., after 
having apparently taken a wrong turn when using the Waze navigation app. 
The pair apparently split up in an effort to escape after their vehicle was set on 
fire by rioters.

“There was an issue here with technology, but the real issue was hatred,” 
Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon said. “Two soldiers accidentally drove 
onto a road to Jerusalem that passes through Ramallah. They were pelted with 
stones and Molotov cocktails….We will investigate the incident and look into 
the errors that led to this complication. Technology may have been involved 
in the incident, but it was also used in the rescue efforts. The soldiers who got 
lost were using Waze, and they took the shortest route, which passed through 
a hostile area. Even in the GPS age, one should know how to navigate with a 
map.”

IDF troops sent to recover the non-combat soldiers were able to contact one 
of the soldiers almost immediately. He was hiding in a nearby yard and was 
found within half an hour. The second soldier, who could not be reached for 
about an hour, was considered to be missing, raising concern that he might 
have been abducted. Security forces combed the area, while also subduing the 
riot that had broken out in the camp. At around midnight, the second soldier 
was found unharmed in the nearby town of Kochav Yaakov, where he had fled.

Meanwhile, soldiers clashed with Palestinians in Qalandiya, with live fire 
exchanged between the sides. Five border policemen were hurt in the incident 
and taken to Hadassah Mount Scopus Hospital in Jerusalem. According to the 
hospital, one border policeman sustained moderate injuries, and the other four 
were lightly wounded.

According to reports, one Palestinian was killed and several others were 
wounded in the clashes.

The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that IDF troops denied ambulances’ 
entry to the area to treat wounded Palestinians. A Palestinian official criticized 
the IDF’s rescue efforts, saying, “Had they allowed us, we would have returned 
the soldiers unharmed. We could have prevented the exchange of fire that broke 
out and the injuries on our side. This could have been a blood bath for both sides.”

The IDF was set to investigate the incident in an effort to determine, among 
other things, how the soldiers ended up in the area, whether standard military 
directive concerning potential abducted soldiers was employed, why the pair 
split up after being attacked, and whether security forces’ actions following the 
incident were appropriate.

IDF Spokesman Brig. Gen. Moti Almoz told Army Radio, “We will need to 
investigate how they got there. We are dealing with issues regarding the quality 
of Waze and of the difficulties that could result from it.”

He added, “Both soldiers were armed, as far as we know. From what we un-
derstand, one soldier used his weapon to protect himself and to signal security 
forces. [Based on] the initial investigation and considering how the incident 
concluded, it appears the soldiers acted reasonably.”

4 Israelis Wounded In Palestinian Terror Attacks
JNS

A 43-year-old Israel Police officer was lightly wounded when he was 
stabbed by a 14-year-old female Palestinian terrorist in the village of Al-Auja 
in the Jordan Valley, north of Jericho.

At the time of the stabbing, the police officer was directing traffic on Route 
90 after a collapsed tree had blocked part of the road. After the stabbing, the 
wounded police officer chased the attacker and arrested her without firing a 
shot. The police officer, who suffered a shoulder wound, was later transported 
to Emek Medical Center in Afula for treatment.

Shots were fired at an Israeli police vehicle near the community of Rehe-
lim in Samaria. One police officer was lightly wounded and was treated at the 
scene. Israel Defense Forces (IDF) troops launched searches in the area in an 
effort to capture the perpetrators.

Two soldiers from the IDF’s Kfir Brigade were wounded—one moderately 
and one lightly—in a stabbing attack carried out by two Palestinian terror-
ists at an isolated military position near the community of Har Bracha in 
Samaria. The terrorists were able to flee the scene and IDF troops launched 
searches in the area in an effort to capture them.
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Five Chinese Women From Ancient Jewish Community 
Make Aliyah to Israel
JNS 

Five women who are among the 
few remaining traceable descendants 
of China’s ancient Kaifeng Jewish 
community made aliyah to Israel.

“Our ancestors are Jews...I have to 
be here,” said one of the new immi-
grants, Yue Ting, a 25-year-old pri-
mary school teacher.

The women plan to formally con-
vert to Judaism and become Israeli 
citizens.

Kaifeng’s Jewish population was established by traveling Jewish merchants 
from the Middle East and Persia who settled in China in the 7th century. The 
community once had as many as 5,000 members, but today that number has 
dwindled to about 1,000. The community’s last synagogue was destroyed two 
centuries ago, and its members have since lost many of their connections to 
Jewish traditions. Yet the community never completely let go of its Jewish roots.

“As a child, my parents and people around me always called me ‘Jewish 
girl,’” Yue told NBC News. “I didn’t understand the meaning of Jewish at that 
time.”

“When I was a little girl, my father and my grandfather taught me we are 
Jews,” added Li Yuan, 26.

Michael Freund—founder of the Shavei Israel organization, which helps 
members of so-called “lost” Jewish communities from around the world make 
aliyah—has helped 19 Kaifeng Jews move to Israel since 2006.

“Judaism is not a recognized religion in China...in the eyes of the govern-
ment they are Han Chinese just like anyone else,” Freund said.

“I know I am Jewish,” said Yue. “To be Jewish, I have to go back to Israel...I’ve 
been waiting for this time for a long time.”

IDF Rescues 2 Israeli Soldiers  
Mobbed In Qalandiya Refugee Camp
JNS

Five Israeli Border Police officers 
were injured when security forces 
entered the Qalandiya refugee camp, 
north of Jerusalem, to rescue two 
non-combat Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF)  soldiers who had accidental-
ly driven into the area and were at-
tacked by a local Palestinian mob that 
stoned and firebombed their vehicle.

The two Oketz K-9 unit soldiers 
arrived in Qalandiya after having ap-
parently taken a wrong turn when using a navigation app. The pair apparently 
split up in an effort to escape after their vehicle was set on fire by rioters.

“There was an issue here with technology, but the real issue was hatred,” 
Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon said. “Two soldiers accidentally drove 
onto a road to Jerusalem that passes through Ramallah. They were pelted with 
stones and Molotov cocktails….We will investigate the incident and look into 
the errors that led to this complication. Technology may have been involved in 
the incident, but it was also used in the rescue efforts. The soldiers who got lost 
were using Waze (a navigation app), and they took the shortest route, which 
passed through a hostile area. Even in the GPS age, one should know how to 
navigate with a map.”

IDF troops sent to recover the non-combat soldiers were able to contact 
one of the soldiers almost immediately. He was hiding in a nearby yard and 
was found within half an hour. The second soldier, who could not be reached 
for about an hour, was considered to be missing, raising concern that he might 
have been abducted. At around midnight, the second soldier was found un-
harmed in the nearby town of Kochav Yaakov, where he had fled.

Knesset Speaker Calls Out Palestinian Incitement
JNS

During a visit to London, Israeli Knes-
set Speaker Yuli Edelstein (Likud) ad-
dressed a group of 40 members of the Brit-
ish Parliament. Edelstein highlighted the 
dangers posed by anti-Israel incitement on 
Palestinian television channels, radio sta-
tions, and social media platforms.

Edelstein called for action to be tak-
en to eliminate Palestinian incitement. 
Meanwhile, anti-Israel activists projected 
messages on the outside walls of the Brit-
ish Parliament building and called for the 
arrest of Edelstein. 

“Israel’s racist leader Edelstein not welcome,” one of the messages read.
Edelstein was undeterred by the protests against his U.K. visit, saying, “I 

will continue to tell the truth.”

As Another Emerging Terror Tunnel Collapses, 
Hamas Members Refuse to Dig 
JNS 

Members of Hamas’s Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades are starting to refuse 
orders to dig underground tunnels, which have mysteriously collapsed one 
after the other in recent months as the Palestinian terror group attempts to re-
build the network of cross-border attack tunnels that Israel destroyed during 
Operation Protective Edge in 2014.

In an open field east of Khan Younis, a tunnel being dug by the al-Qassam 
Brigades collapsed, killing 31-year-old Muhammad Musa al Astal, Hamas 
said. Palestinian media quoted senior Hamas officials who confirmed that an 
additional five tunnel diggers were missing. Thursday’s tunnel collapse was 
the seventh such incident in recent months.

Following the latest collapse, photographs of “advanced technological 
equipment for the detection of tunnels” began appearing on Palestinian web-
sites, with one Hamas website claiming that the “Zionists are worried there 
are tunnels underneath their communities near the border fence.” But the ter-
rorist group has never officially said that Israel is responsible for the collapses.

“The Zionists are nervous,” an anonymous member of Hamas told Israel 
Hayom. “They’re afraid the tunnels are underneath their homes, and because 
of their fear they are using very advanced tools to locate and collapse the 
tunnels. I know of those [Hamas members] who have been sentenced to harsh 
punishments for refusing to take part in the [tunnel-digging] effort. This is a 
serious offense, and the punishment for it is extremely severe.”
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CBS changed the headline—first to 
“Israeli police kill 3 alleged Palestinian 
attackers,” and then again to “Palestin-
ians kill Israeli officer, wound another 
before being killed”—after receiving 
multiple complaints from media watch-
dog groups and Israel’s Government 
Press Office (GPO). On Feb. 9, Member 
of Knesset Tzipi Livni (Zionist Union) 
as well as the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defense Committee summoned 
leaders of the Foreign Press Association 
in Israel for a hearing. Livni said she was 
troubled by the CBS headline. 

The Knesset hearing—which came 
less than a week after GPO Director 
Nitzan Chen threatened to revoke cre-
dentials from reporters over inaccurate 
reporting—led the chairman of the 
Foreign Press Association in Israel, Re-
uters regional bureau chief Luke Bak-
er, to slam the messaging of the Israeli 
government, army, and police.

“We do not agree that the foreign 
media are biased, and the legitimacy of 
Israel’s campaign against terrorism is 
entirely determined by how Israel con-
ducts that campaign. It has nothing to 
do with the foreign media,” Baker said 
at the hearing. 

Baker’s reportedly hostile attitude 
at the hearing was not indicative of an 
isolated frustration, but rather a grow-
ing and nearly explosive antagonism 
between foreign media and the State 
of Israel. During a mid-February pan-
el discussion in Jerusalem hosted by 
the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, Jo-
seph Federman—bureau chief for Isra-
el and the Palestinian territories at The 
Associated Press (AP)—said Israel’s 
increasingly strong condemnations of 
the foreign press are “on the verge of 
incitement.”

“It has become very unpleasant being 
a journalist in this country,” he said.

Last summer, the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry was forced to take down a 
50-second satirical animated video on 
how Gaza is presented abroad follow-
ing criticism from the foreign press that 
the video was mocking them. The clip 
featured a foreign correspondent paint-
ing an unrealistically rosy picture of a 
purported “liberal and pluralistic” life 
in Gaza, while ignoring terrorists car-
rying and firing missiles. 

Baker argued that the video depict-
ed not how foreign media cover Israel, 
but instead how the Israeli government 
perceives that coverage.

“Suggesting foreign journalists are 
stupid, ignorant, or clueless is a strange 
way of conducting foreign policy,” Bak-
er said.

Simon Plosker, managing editor of 
the Israeli media watchdog organization 

HonestReporting, told JNS.org that Bak-
er is “underestimating the extent of the 
problem” on foreign press coverage of 
Israel. He chuckled at Baker’s assertion 
that among 750 Reuters headlines about 
the current wave of terrorism, only one 
(which was later corrected) received 
complaints, while maybe three or four 
headlines published by other outlets 
drew complaints.

Plosker argued that headlines which 
go on to make their own headlines are 
examples of a systemic problem, rath-
er than isolated incidents. The Hon-
estReporting website lists hundreds 
of examples of media bias against Is-
rael over the years, including a recent 
headline by the Los Angeles Times that 
stated, “Four Palestinians are killed in 
Israeli violence,” when in fact two of 
the teens mentioned in the headline 
were killed while carrying out stabbing 
attacks—cases of Palestinian violence, 
not Israeli violence. The other two Pal-
estinians were killed in violent demon-
strations initiated by Palestinians.

Baker explained that there are several 
reasons why hostilities may be surfacing 
between Israel and the foreign press. For 
starters, he said that while larger news 
outlets tend to send their most experi-
enced and knowledgeable people to Isra-
el to cover the conflict, the growth of on-
line-based news outlets and social media 
means that more “younger, thrusting, 
eager, and less experienced reporters” 
are part of the picture. The Foreign Press 
Association in Israel is comprised of a 
“non-monolithic” 400 reporters (plus 
about 200 freelance writers), and their 
work should not be defined with a single 
brushstroke, said Baker.

Israel hosts many more foreign corre-
spondents than other Middle East coun-
tries who are also engaged in conflicts, in 
part because Israel is the only country in 
the region with a free press. Reporters in 
Israel can get visas, pass a basic security 
check, and obtain a press card. 

In other Mideast countries, the 
process is much more difficult. Irani-
an-born academic Majid Mohamma-
di wrote in December 2015 that Iran 
keeps visiting journalists on a tight 
leash in order to control the country’s 
image overseas. The Committee to Pro-
tect Journalists reported last summer 
that Syria “remains an extremely risky 
place for the press….The media are at 
the mercy of all sides in the conflict, 
which have consistently shown…a will-
ingness to use journalists for their own 
deadly purposes.” 

The robust foreign media pres-
ence in Israel is also a manifestation of 
news outlets’ prioritization of the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict, argues Matti 
Friedman, a former Jerusalem bureau 
reporter for the AP and now a popular 
commentator on media bias.

“Staffing is the best measure of the 
importance of a story to a particular 
news organization,” Friedman wrote 
for Tablet magazine in August 2014. 
“When I was a correspondent at the 
AP, the agency had more than 40 staff-
ers covering Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. That was significantly more 
news staff than the AP had in China, 
Russia, or India, or in all of the 50 coun-
tries of sub-Saharan Africa combined. 
It was higher than the total number of 
news-gathering employees in all the 
countries where the uprisings of the 
‘Arab Spring’ eventually erupted.”

But is the foreign press corps’s size, 
in and of itself, a factor that sways news 
reporting against Israel? The American 
Jewish Committee (AJC) raised the 
possibility in a blog post that reacted to 
Friedman’s 2014 Tablet article, listing 
“disproportionate staffing numbers” 
among what the post called the “Top 
3 Reasons for Anti-Israel Media Bias.” 

Yet AJC acknowledged, “It’s unclear 
whether the disproportional staffing is 
a result of the world’s seemingly end-
less appetite for news from Israel and 
Palestinian territories, or whether the 
vast production ability of all of those 
staffers serves to create the market.”

HonestReporting’s Plosker told JNS.
org that he doesn’t know whether me-
dia bias against Israel has grown in re-
cent years, but he did say that the bias 
has grown more obvious. Whereas the 
bias used to be buried somewhere with-
in the narrative of a given article, today 
Plosker said he sees that more headlines 
“are screaming bias in people’s faces.” 
For instance, an MSNBC reporter on 
live television recently reported than 
an unarmed Arab man was shot while 
charging Israeli police, even though 
the Arab was filmed with a blade in his 
hand. A 2014 CNN headline, “4 Israelis, 
2 Palestinians dead in Jerusalem,” failed 
to explain that the two Palestinians mur-
dered the four Israelis.

Echoing the Foreign Press Associa-
tion’s Baker, Plosker noted that the trend 
of news organizations “parachuting in” 
inexperienced reporters to cover Israel 
means the journalists likely lack the nu-
anced perspective that is needed to write 
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“The framework through which most 
of the world sees the conflict is that Israe-
lis are the aggressors and the Palestinians 
the victims,” Plosker said. “When you 
have incidents in which Israelis are being 
stabbed and the terrorists are being shot 
at during that act of terror, it can mess 
with that framework. That’s why you see 
these headlines in which the Palestinian 
becomes the subject and even the victim 
of the headline, which personally I find 
highly unethical.”

At the Conference of Presidents 
panel discussion, AP’s Federman was 

heckled when he said that the news 
agency prefers to avoid use of the word 
“terrorist.” Baker told JNS.org that Re-
uters also has that policy.

“We don’t use ‘terrorist’ or ‘free-
dom fighter,’” said Baker. “Those are 
value-loaded words. We describe what 
people do and allow the readers to un-
derstand and make their own conclu-
sions….This is not an attempt to take 
sides, but an attempt not to take sides.”

During the event, Barbara Opall-
Rome, the Israel bureau chief for De-
fense News, said that if media use the 
term “terrorism” to refer to violence 
against unarmed civilians, the same 
term should not be used to denote 
crimes against soldiers or police.

“We do not consider that acts of 
terror, because the victims were in uni-
form at the time,” she said.

What about when incidents occur in 
disputed areas like Judea and Samaria, 
such as January’s murder of Israeli moth-
er of six Dafna Meir in her Otniel home? 

“She is an unarmed civilian no mat-
ter where she lives, but the fact that she 
lives in Otniel…blurs the lines for oth-
er [media] organizations,” Opall-Rome 
said, noting that for some outlets, at-
tacks that occur outside of Israel’s 1967 
borders are seen as “collateral damage, 
the bloody price that we all have to pay 
for this interminable conflict.”

And what about the recent rise in 
stabbing attacks carried out by Pales-
tinian adolescents?

“I mean, what do you call a 12-year-
old wielding a knife, what about a 
15-year-old with scissors in her school 
bag? Is she a terrorist?...I would argue 
that this is not bias, that in the case of 
these lone-wolf attackers, we would call 
them ‘assailants,’ we would call them 
‘perpetrators.’ And when the motive 
is not quite clear, we would call them 
‘alleged offenders,’” Opall-Rome said.

Baker said media watchdog orga-
nizations are starting to overstep their 
bounds and are too closely aligned with 
the government, describing them as 
“lobby pressure groups.”

“The best journalists tend to hold 
a mirror up to any society,” he said. 
“Sometimes, when we (foreign jour-
nalists) hold up that mirror, people 
find the reflection difficult to deal with 
or different from what the domestic 
media are writing. They assume it is 
not accurate, but it may just be a dif-
ferent perspective.”

Plosker countered that Hon-
estReporting is an NGO whose job is 
simply to inform the government, and 
that the organization has no intention 
to infringe on freedom of the press.

“Freedom of the press,” said Plosker, 
“sets us apart from our Arab neighbors—
but to ensure that the press understands 
that with freedom comes responsibility.”

Israel Vs. The Foreign Media: When The Headlines Make Their Own Headlines
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Netanyahu Asks For Legal Opinion 
On Deporting Families Of Terrorists 
JNS 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu has asked Israeli Attorney-General 
Avichai Mandelblit for his legal opin-
ion on the possibility of “transferring 
families who assist terror” from Israel 
to Gaza, according to a formal letter 
released recently.

“Many of the terrorist acts over the last few months 
were carried out by those who fit the profile of ‘lone at-
tackers,’” Netanyahu wrote in the letter. “These attackers 
sometimes come from families who encourage and sup-
port their actions.”

Netanyahu argued that “the use of this tool will significantly 
decrease terrorist attacks against Israel and its residents.”

Mandelblit, however, recently said during multiple Is-
raeli cabinet meetings that deportation of terrorists’ fam-
ilies would violate both Israeli and international law, the 
Jerusalem Post reported. 

MK Menachem Eliezer Moses (UTJ) argued 
that the Military Rabbinate must be involved in 
the decision, while MK Ofer Shelah (Yesh Atid) 
said that the new rules should remain as they are.

During the course of the discus-
sion, the head of the IDF's Personnel 
Directorate Branch revealed that, 
under the previous terms, no fewer 
than 25,000 shaving exemptions were 
given out. He claimed that the old sys-
tem hurt the army's appearance and 
so new steps for receiving permission in order to 
make the process as lengthy as possible.

MK Shelah claimed that "the IDF's instructions 
on growing beards are not an attack on religious 
soldiers and don't affect their lifestyle. I checked 
the information with senior military officials, and 
soldiers whose religious identity includes growing 
a beard can continue growing it as before. The in-
structions are to renew the basic discipline, with-
out which the army cannot function.

"The attacks on the IDF and on the Chief of 
Staff over this come from political reasons: This 
is a 'price tag' action against placing the Jewish 

Identity branch under the Personnel Directorate. 
Just as with the attacks on Lieutenant General 
Eizenkott over the rules of engagement, we have 
here a forceful attempt to show the army and the 
society who is in charge. Only the commanders 

will lead the IDF, according to their 
professional and ethical judgments, 
and not rabbis or those who act in 
the political system," he added.

MK Kish said that "If a religious 
soldier wants to grow a beard, there 
doesn't need to be a discussion 

about it here at all. As for secular soldiers, there 
must be clear criteria. Why prevent people from 
growing beards in any manner? Times change. 
If we can say that you're allowed to wear ear-
rings, we can also allow beards."

When it was made clear that the new pro-
cedures have not yet been put into effect, MK 
Kish added, "We may meet again on this topic 
in another couple of months. It's important to 
understand that the environment has changed. 
Today, growing a beard is almost the standard. 
I expect that the IDF will adapt itself. The issue 
does not hurt the army's appearance according 
to the spirit of the times."

IDF: We Changed Beard Rules To Make It As Difficult As Possible
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tel Aviv and started to stab drivers stuck in 
traffic before he was eventually shot and killed 
by police. The terrorist was later identified as a 
21-year-old man from the Palestinian town of 
Qalandiya, north of Jerusalem. 

The Magen David Adom emergency response 
organization said it treated 11 victims, with the 
condition of their injuries including one criti-
cal, four severe, four moderate, and two mild.

Tel Aviv’s Wolfson Medical Center said that 
the one victim who was killed, Taylor Force, was 
brought to the hospital dead.

The attack in Jaffa was at least the third ter-
ror attack of the day in Israel. Earlier, one Israeli 

man was injured in a stabbing in Petah Tikva. 
In that incident, the victim was apparently able 
to use the knife and kill his attacker. Addition-
ally, two Israeli Border Police officers were seri-
ously injured in a drive-by shooting attack near 
the Old City of Jerusalem’s Damascus Gate; the 
shooter was eventually killed. 

Tuesday’s slain tourist joins the list of Amer-
ican victims in the current wave of Palestinian 
terror. Israeli victims Eitam Henkin and Tuvia 
Yanai Weissman both held U.S. citizenship, 
while another Jewish victim, Ezra Schwartz, was 
an American student studying in Israel during 
his “gap year” between high school and college. 
Overall, more than 30 Israelis have been killed 
since the ongoing terror wave started last fall.

Ya’alon, Israeli Ambassador to U.S. Ron Der-
mer, and U.S. Ambassador to Israel Daniel Sha-
piro. Biden then headed to Jaffa to meet with 
former Israeli president Shimon Peres at the 
Peres Center for Peace. 

Around the same time that Biden arrived 
at the Peres Center, the Palestinian terrorist 
carried out the Jaffa attack just down the road. 
Biden told reporters at the Peres Center, “We 
have absolute, total, unvarnished commitment 
to the security of Israel. I hope we can make 
some progress.”

Biden’s office later added that during his 
meeting with Peres, the vice president “con-
demned in the strongest possible terms the bru-
tal attack” in Jaffa. 

“He expressed his sorrow at the tragic loss of 
American life and offered his condolences to the 

family of the American citizen murdered in the 
attack, as well as his wishes for a full and quick 
recovery for the wounded,” Biden’s office said.

The American victim of the Jaffa attack was 
identified as Taylor Force, 29, a student at the 
Vanderbilt University Owen Graduate School of 
Management who was visiting Israel as part of 
a school trip.

The U.S. State Department "in strongest pos-
sible terms" also condemned the "outrageous 
terrorist attacks in Jaffa, Petah Tikvah, and 
Jerusalem, which tragically claimed the life of 
U.S. citizen Taylor Allen Force and left many 
others severely injured."

"We offer our heartfelt condolences to the 
family and friends of Taylor and all those af-
fected by these senseless attacks, and we wish 
a speedy recovery for the injured,' the State De-
partment added.

Palestinian Terror Wave Kills & Injures

Biden During Visit to Israel, Condemns Palestinian Attack

2,500-Year-Old Seal Belonging To ‘Exceptional’ 
Woman Unearthed In Jerusalem
JNS

A 2,500-year-old seal dating back to the First Temple 
period was recently unearthed in Jerusalem. Archaeolo-
gists believe the seal may have belonged to an “exception-
al” woman.

According to excavation di-
rectors Dr. Doron Ben-Ami, Yana 
Tchekhanovets, and Salome Co-
hen, “the owner of the seal was 
exceptional compared to other 
women of the First Temple pe-
riod: she had legal status which 
allowed her to conduct business 
and possess property.”

The seal was found as part of a nine-year excavation 
being carried out by the Israel Antiquities Authority 
(IAA) in the Givati parking lot of the City of David, which 
is part of the Jerusalem Walls National Park. 

The IAA said the rare woman’s seal, which is made of 
semi-precious stone, has the words “to Elihana bat Gael” 
inscribed in ancient Hebrew, with the female owner of 
the ring mentioned together with the name of her father. 

“Seals that belonged to women represent just a very 
small proportion of all the seals that have been discovered 
to date. This is because of the generally inferior econom-
ic status of women, apart from extraordinary instances 
such as this,” said Dr. Hagai Misgav of Jerusalem’s He-
brew University, adding, “Indeed, the name Elihana does 
not appear in the bible, and there is no other information 
regarding the identity of the woman, but the fact that she 
possessed a seal demonstrates her high social status.”

Archaeologists speculate that Elihana may have main-
tained her right to property and financial independence 
even after her marriage, and that therefore, the name of 
her father was retained. Yet archaeologists admitted that 
they could not make a definitive assessment. 

Additionally, archaeologists believe Elihana may have 
been of foreign origin, coming from east of the Jordan 
River, since the script appearing on the seal is remarkably 
similar to script on Ammonite seals. 

Another seal bearing the inscription “to Sa‘aryahu ben 
Shabenyahu” was found in the excavation. 
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At the Yeshiva Ahavas Torah 3rd Grade Birchas Yaakov Presentation

Preschool at Yeshiva Torah Vodaath at Work At the Yeshiva Ohr Yehuda of Lakewood Dinner

Rabbi Halpertal with TalmidimYoung Askan in Flatbush

At the Teitelbaum - Schabes L’chaim

Rabbi Avi Pearl and his Talmidim of Yeshiva Torah Temimah Bringing Simcha and Joy to Holocaust Survivors in Flatbush



PHOTOS 67FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comMARCH 10, 2016

At the Bensalem Kollel Outreach Dinner

At Hershy Schiffenbauer’s 
Siyum on Maseches Megillah

Darchei Torah Talmidim 
Pre-Shabbos in Flatbush

A Lakewood Askan at  
Pupa-Tzeilim Matzoh 
Bakery in Williamsburg

Askonim on Ave J

V.I.P. Askonim at Scranton Dinner Askonim in Flatbush

Askan Getting Ready for  
Purim With DJ Yehuda

At the Farewell Shabbos for Rav Shimshon Katz of the Shomrei Shabbos Shul in Far Rockaway

Askonim Enoying Birthday Daf ShiurAskonim in Lakewood

Agudath Israel of America National Board of Trustees Leadership Mission to Washington DC Photos Shmuel and Dov Lenchevsky
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At the Pernikoff - Lesser L’chaim Hanochas Tefillin of  
Avraham Anshel Scheinberg

Learning Vayikrah in Yeshiva Tiferes Yisroel

At the Seder Shalom Rav Finale Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana Pre-Schoolers Dress Up in the Spirit of Chodesh Adar

At the Shalheves Kodesh Annual Melave Malka

At the COJO of Flatbush Breakfast

Yeshiva Ahavas Torah 8th grade Visits HaRav Aaron Schechter
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At the Bris of Shmuel Mehlman

At the Bris of Yitzchok Sonnenshein Photos Avraham Elbaz

At the Hanochas Tefillin of Moshe Aberbach At the Mesivta of Passaic Alumni Melava Malka

At the Beis Medrash L’Torah of Lakewood Dinner

Rav Nosson Stein & Rav Asher Arieli 
in Mir Yerushalayim Hutman Photos
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Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC, 
has been working with parents for over 30 
years.  He can be reached at 718-344-6575. 
Men’s and women’s groups now available.  
Call for details.

How do you help your children 
when they’re struggling with sibling 
rivalry? 

Recently, I’ve spoken to three dif-
ferent women’s groups who wanted 
help with sibling rivalry. Each group 
began with the same question: Why 
can’t my children get along?

I explained that sibling rivalry 
is common and probably unpre-
ventable. I wanted to reassure them 
that they were not to blame for the 
bickering, yelling, � ghting, and oth-
er manifestations of sibling rivalry 
they were seeing in their homes. 
Apparently that message was well 
received. � ere were no more ques-
tions about “why is this happening” 
and “how can I prevent it.” � e new 
question was, “How do I deal with it 
when it happens?”

My four-year old teases his older 
brother and sister when they are try-
ing to do their homework, or sitting 
and reading a book. � ey are really 
very good about it. � ey never hit him 
or push him. � ey tell him to go away. 
Sometimes their voices get a little bit 
loud, but that’s just because he doesn’t 
listen to them. Sometimes they come 
over to me and ask me to make him 
stop. I don’t know how to make him 
stop! I mean I can take him out of their 
room, and explain to him that he has 
to leave them alone because they’re 
reading or doing their homework, and 
I can put him in time out and he’ll stay 
there for three or four minutes, but it 
won’t be long until he’s right back there 
again teasing and distracting them.  
How am I supposed to deal with him?

What would you rather your four-
year-old do while his brother and sis-
ter are busy reading and doing home-
work?

I don’t know.
I suspect he doesn’t know either. 

I’m not sure he is teasing and dis-
tracting them because he wants to be 
malicious.

No, he’s not a malicious child at 
all; he’s very sweet most of the time.

Could it be that he doesn’t have any 
homework, and he doesn’t know how to 
read, and he is bored, and teasing his 
siblings is not about distracting them 
from what they’re doing, it’s about re-
lieving his boredom? I don’t know about 
you, but I am one of the many people 
for whom boredom is extremely un-
pleasant. Maybe it’s really hard for your 
four-year-old also. It’s also possible that 
your four-year-old is experiencing sib-
ling rivalry over the fact that his older 
sister can read and his older brother has 
homework to do, and he does not. I’m 
sure it won’t take long, and he won’t be 
jealous of somebody else’s homework 
once he has plenty of his own, but in the 
meantime it’s something his big siblings 
get to do and he is le�  out. Helping him 
� nd something to do so that he feels 
useful will be more e� ective than telling 
him to leave his older brother and sister 
alone.

Next question:
How do you teach children Sha-

lom strategies when things are calm?
I would suggest you begin by ac-

knowledging and celebrating your 
child’s being calm. Say his name, 
make eye contact with him, and say 
to him, “you are (reading, writing, 
playing, getting along, etc.) so nicely; 
you’re such a good boy!“ 

� en, before you teach him any-
thing, find out what he’s already 
learned.

What do you mean? What makes 
you think he’s learned anything? Ten 
minutes earlier he and his sister were 
screaming at each other, and sooner 
or later they will be again, so what 
did he learn?

Apparently, he learned how to 
temporarily disengage from a scream-
ing session with his sister. I would like 
you to help him � gure out what Sho-
lom strategy he used so that he can 
use it again; use it again to disengage 
from the next screaming session a 
little more quickly, and to stay dis-
engaged longer. I hope that someday 
he and his sister will no longer have 

screaming sessions. Many siblings 
eventually outgrow that kind of thing 
and become friends. Try to trust that 
and be patient.

Follow-up question:
Maybe it’s okay to be patient when 

they’re screaming at each other, but 
what about when they’re hitting, I 
should just stand there patiently and 
hope they’ll stop soon?

No, you have to intervene verbally 
or physically, if necessary, to stop the 
� ght.

Q: What about this situation, 
Rabbi Ackerman. � is morning, my 
four year old hit my seven-year-old. 
My seven-year-old came over to me 
and said, “Mommy, he hit me, I want 
you to hit him.” Isn’t he right? He 
didn’t hit his brother back; he came to 
me like I’ve told him to. What do you 
think I should do, isn’t it appropriate 
that I hit the four-year-old to punish 
him for hitting his brother?

A: First of all, what did you do?
I didn’t get a chance to do any-

thing, because the school bus came 

right then, but as soon as they get 
home from school I’m sure my older 
son is going to ask me again, he is go-
ing to want me to hit his brother for 
hitting him. Doesn’t that make sense?

It makes sense if you are a Sad-
ducee. They thought that “an eye 
for an eye” was to be taken literally. 
Chazal taught us that that’s not true, 
that actually the Torah is alluding to 
tashlumen, compensation for harm 
done. � e Torah Temima suggests 
that physically harming a perpetra-
tor accomplishes nothing for the vic-
tim, whereas compensation exacts a 
penalty from the culprit and provides 
bene� t to the one whom he harmed.

At this point, we ran out of time 
at the group, and we’ve run out of 
space for this article. G-d willing, 
we’ll continue with this topic next 
time.

Sibling Rivalry – Q and A
RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN, LMHC

Nachas Notes 

Guidance & Support 
for Parents & Educators

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC

718.344.6575
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DO YOU DREAM
OF BEING AN
OUTSTANDING

TEACHER?

Childhood
&Special
Education

MASTER’S DEGREE IN

F I N A N C I A L A I D AVA I L A B L E

APPLICATION PROCESS
NOW OPEN FOR

FALL 2016

D
C

D
E

S
IG

N
/

73
2.

9
0

1.
47

8
4

M E N ’ S C O H O R T W O M E N ’ S C O H O R T

A N E X C L U S I V E P R O G R A M O F

EDUCATIONSERVICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 347.313.TEAM WWW.GOTEAMED.COM MBARSKY@GOTEAMED.COM
1492 EAST 12TH ST, BROOKLYN, NY 11230 718.769.8160 F) 718.769.8640 INFO@THENEWSEMINARY.ORG

THENew
Seminary

rbhnxasjv
Rebbetzin
Sora F. Bulka
M E N A H E L E S

Rabbi
Yeshaya Levy
M E N A H E L

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 6

7:00 PM at The New Seminary
1492 East 12TH Street, Brooklyn, NY

(BETWEEN AVES. N & O)

OPEN
HOUSEOPEN
HOUSE

Please join us
for an informative

You’vechosentobeateacher.
Traintobeatopeducator.

> Outstanding faculty of Pace University
> Just 1 evening weekly
> 25% OFF TUITION
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I grew up in a family 
where we took our obliga-
tions seriously. My father 

was an exemplary role model and a sincere 
ben Torah. At the same time he was a pro-
fessional who stood at the pinnacle of his 
profession. It therefore came as no surprise 
that the children in our family took life seri-
ously. Having been blessed with above-aver-
age intelligence, and inheriting our parents’ 
drive and motivation, my siblings and I ex-
celled academically and were successful on 
the social front as well. 

And so it went, year by year. When I fin-
ished eighth grade and it was time for me to 
move on to yeshivah ketanah, I was accept-
ed to a fine institution where I continued to 
grow in Torah and avodas Hashem. 

Here, too, things went beautifully. I en-
joyed my learning and threw myself into the 
sea of Torah with enthusiasm. My parents 
were very involved in our education and 
I spent hours learning with my father on 
Shabbos and during bein hazmanim. 

This is not to say that we didn’t have hob-
bies and interests apart from learning. We 
enjoyed hiking during vacation times, loved 
music and just liked spending time together. 
Looking back at my life, there’s no question 
that we were blessed with an abundance of 
gifts from Hashem. But we never took the 
easy way out and always pushed ourselves 
to the utmost of our capabilities. 

The Israeli yeshivah ketanah is a three-
year program. There, I excelled in my stud-
ies and was surrounded by lots of friends. 
The first two years passed uneventfully, and 
as I exited the yeshivah on the last day of my 
second year, it seemed like only yesterday 
that I’d walked into the beis midrash for the 
first time. Summer passed in a haze of fun 
activities. I met with friends, and went on 
long hikes with my brothers and grilled up 
a storm. 

And then, before I knew it, Elul was upon 
us and I was entering shiur gimmel, my third 
year at the yeshivah. 

The maggid shiur of shiur gimmel was a 
man by the name of Rav Zalesnik.* While 
we were fifteen or sixteen years of age, he 
was close to seventy and looked eighty-five, 
due to having survived two bouts with the 
dreaded disease in his brain. He’d been op-
erated on and survived, but the illness had 
left its toll on his weakened body. He walked 
extremely slowly and spoke in low tones, so 
that we had to strain to hear him. 

Showing a marked difference from most 
fifteen-year-olds, who wouldn’t have looked 
twice at such an older person, we respect-
ed his scholarship and erudition, and held 
him in great esteem, vying for the honor of 

helping him with his coat and bringing him 
a glass of tea. We considered every word he 
spoke precious and worthy of introspec-
tion, and discussed his shiurim with him for 
hours. Rav Zalesnik had been a close stu-
dent of Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer and was 
an outstanding talmid chacham. It was he 
who gave us our first genuine appreciation 
and understanding for the legendary works 
of Rav Chaim Brisker and Rav Isser Zalman, 
and we, in return, accorded him the respect 
he deserved. 

Our relationship with our rebbi was limit-
ed, however, to the world of learning. When 
it came to getting into yeshivah gedolah, the 
mashgiach was our address. Rebbi was an el-
derly man with little interest in yeshivah pol-
itics. We had no doubt that he was limited 
when it came to the extensive networking in-
volved in finding the right yeshivah for each 
student. 

Pretty much from the time a bachur 
enters yeshivah ketanah, he begins think-
ing about where he’s headed for yeshivah 
gedolah. There is a clearly defined hierarchy 
when it comes to yeshivos, both in the States 
and in Israel. Competition is fierce for every 
spot. Although there are many fine yeshivos, 
there will always be those that are considered 
“number one” or “shpitz” — and of course I 
saw myself headed for the summit.

Of the ten best yeshivos in the country, 
I saw five as real possibilities, with three as 
my preference. The preferred yeshivos on 
my list were Chevron, located in the Gi-
vat Mordechai section of Yerushalayim, 
and Ohr Yisrael, in Petach Tikvah. Both of 
these were venerable institutions with select 
alumni and students drawn from the top 
three percentile of Israeli yeshivah students. 

I’ll never forget the day we went for our 
tests. I thought I’d be more nervous, but sur-
prisingly enough, I found that my intense 
round of studying had paid off. I was ready 
for the questions and handled them with ease. 
It came as no surprise when I learned that I’d 
been accepted at both of my preferences. It 
was now up to me. 

In the weeks prior to making the big 
decision, I agonized endlessly. This wasn’t 
yeshivah ketanah. The choice I made today 
would influence the rest of my life. Chevron 
was famous for its alumni. They were influ-
ential people, successful in every walk of life. 
But it’s such a huge place, a little voice whis-
pered inside my head. Maybe you’ll get lost 
there. With over a thousand students, Chev-
ron was like an ocean of white shirts, the 
sound of the voices like the roar of waves. 
How would I find my place among so many 
bachurim? 

To be continued ….

Class Acts
RABBI NACHMAN SELTZER, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Mesivta Tiferes Shmuel –  
12th Grade Trip to Eretz Yisroel

After much preparation, the Talmidim of Mesivta Tiferes 
Shmuel’s 12th grade class embarked on an unforgettable trip 
to Eretz Yisroel. “We looked forward to this trip with great 
anticipation the whole year,” said a Talmid.

As Flight LY028 left Newark Liberty International Air-
port, all the Talmidim of the 12th grade together with their 
esteemed Rebbeim, began a journey that will be with them 
forever. The tremendous achdus and ruach that permeated 
every moment added a special feeling to the entire trip.

The visits to leading Gedolim across Eretz Yisroel have 
infused the Talmidim with a feeling of spiritual growth and 
Emunas Chachomim. Having the zechus of hearing first-
hand from Rav Yitzchok Scheiner and Rav Ezriel Auerbach 
about Koach Hatorah, started off the trip on an elevated lev-
el of Ruchnius. Friday night’s Kabolas Shabbos at the Kosel 
with dancing and lively niggun followed by Seudas Shabbos 
with zmiros and Divrei Torah gave the bochurim a truly un-
forgettable Shabbos in Yerushalayim.

After that they were off on a 2-day excursion up North. 
Rappelling, horseback riding and water sports gave each boy 
a real feel of experiencing and enjoying the beauty of the 
land while basking in the Kedusha in Eretz Yisroel. Daven-
ing in Meron by the Kever of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai and 
taking in the holy air of Tzfas, the Talmidim were being in-
jected with a sense of real opportunity for spiritual growth.

Learning sedorim at the Kosel, davening and Tehilim 
were all a part of the daily schedule.

A full day in Bnei Brak started in the home of Rav Berel 
Povarsky who spoke to them privately. Watching each boy 
shake his hand and receive a brocha was priceless. Learning 
b’chavrusa in the electrifying atmosphere of the Bais Me-
drash in Yeshivas Ponovizh was something they will always 
remember. Then off to the home of the venerable Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky Shlita where each boy passed in front of him and 
got a brocha that will be with them forever. Then to the home 
of Rav Moshe Hillel Hirsch, Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka, to 
hear a private schmooze from such a leading Rosh Yeshiva.

The challenge of climbing Masada, swimming in the Yam 
Hamelach and a hartzige kumzits on a rooftop overlooking 
the Kosel were just a few items next on the Mesivta’s itin-
erary. Singing hand in hand with their Rebbeim, pouring 
out their hearts in song on Motzei Shabbos was a breathtak-
ing experience and reflects the special kesher that a Mesivta 
Tiferes Shmuel Talmid has with his Rebbi.

This unparalleled Eretz Yisroel experience culminated 
with a gala Siyum on the first Perek of Meseches Kidush-
in in Café Rimon. The highlight of this emotional evening 
was when every Bochur got up to speak and to thank his 
Rebbeim.

Going back to the Kosel one more time to daven Mincha, 
watching the Bochurim with tears in their eyes davening 
for family and friends, left a very clear impression that each 
Bochur had Boruch Hashem grown so much on this trip to 
Eretz Yisroel. Finally, hearing a schmooze from Rav Gamliel 
Rabinowitz that we can all shteig higher and higher with the 
Koach of the Luchos Shniyos. From there it was back to the 
airport heading home, but it was clear that every Talmid had 
packed his suitcase with greater personal goals, and the in-
spiration to grow and shteig to a higher level. This was truly 
a trip never to be forgotten.

YOU SAW IT FIRST
IN THE FJJ

FIRST IN EVERYTHING.

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL
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Touro College 
Graduate School of Social Work

Chana Lazar, Touro ’12, MSW
Director of Clinical Training Initiatives,

Child & Family Clinician at Pesach Tikvah 
Boro Park Outpatient Center

TOURO COLLEGE
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Where Knowledge and Values Meet

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu

Concentrations at Touro’s Graduate School of Social Work 

include Jewish social welfare, veterans, the aging population 

and the persistently mentally ill. Students complete a foundation 

curriculum which is complemented by clinical internships.

For information and to apply contact Tina Atherall at 
212.463.0400 ext. 5630 or tina.atherall@touro.edu

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE

MANHATTAN: April 5, 19 • May 17 • June 7, 21 | 27 W. 23rd St.

BROOKLYN: March 15, May 3 | 902 Quentin Road

All Open Houses 6-7:30 p.m. | gssw.touro.edu

←

“

We all have a mission 
to better the world which 

we can accomplish through 
acts of  goodness and 

kindness. Being a social 
worker is helping me fulfi ll 

that mission every day.

New General Studies Initiatives at 
Mosdos Veretzky

The pioneering innovations by our mosdos hachinuch in recent decades 
have resulted in great strides in both the academic level as well as the range 
of yedios acquired by our children in their Limudei Kodesh. 

Harav Sholom Noach Landau, Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshiva Ohr Shraga 
and Mesivta Bais Aron Tzvi Veretzky, underscores the importance of striv-
ing for excellence in our children’s Limudei Chol program as well. “As every 
rebbe knows, the ability to articulate and properly express oneself is crucial 
to havanah and to acquiring a true grasp of what one learns. A cutting-edge 
general studies curriculum ultimately compliments and enhances the ex-
cellence of a child or a bochur’s overall chinuch.”

This past summer, Yeshiva Ohr Shraga was privileged to host the Chan-
cellor of the New York City Department of Education, Carmen Fariña. 
The Yeshiva was selected for a tour by the Chancellor as a model of a 
successfully integrated dual curriculum. Visibly pleased by the sight of 
hundreds of refined and well-rounded yiddeshe kinderlech hard at work, 
the Chancellor praised the successful “balancing act” played by our Ye-
shivas and the frum community in general. In a statement to the media, 
Chancellor Fariña said she has yet to see a school in the city with this level 
of one-on-one interaction.

Under the auspices of the General Studies Principals at Yeshiva Ohr 
Shraga, Rabbi Yechezkel Somekh and Rabbi Mordechai Binik, new and ex-
citing, hands-on projects are constantly being integrated into the regular 
classroom instruction. One example of this is the is the annual political 
debate Featuring a two-party system comprised of Democrats and Repub-
licans and a slate of primary candidates, the structure of the campaign and 
the debate forum are modeled as a true replica of the real electoral process. 
In addition to the fun and excitement such projects generate, they are a vital 
tool for internalizing the lessons and developing practical, real-world skill 
applications.

The Yeshiva’s state-of-the-art Gruss Computer Lab features customized 
learning programs by Pearson Education. The programs are designed to 
custom create effective learning tools specifically for each student’s scho-
lastic level. 

In Mesivta Bais Aron Tzvi, a number of students are pursuing an Ad-
vanced Regents Diploma issued by the State of New York. To earn an 
Advanced Regents Diploma, the bochurim are required to complete addi-
tional credits in a foreign language as well as two Science Regents exams 
and three Regents exams in math. The required total of nine Regents ex-
ams is almost double the requirement for the standard Regents Diploma. 
“The Yeshiva is proud to offer these additional courses and exams on a 
voluntary basis, says General Studies Principal, Mr. Tuvia Rosenfeld. “I 
personally encourage boys to aim for the advanced diploma, not so much 
for the preferred status it would give them should they ever decide on 
higher education, but also for the critical life skills and academic devel-
opment it engenders.” 
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ישיבה גדולה אור נחמן

ראש הישיבה הרב דוד סתם שליט”א

ר”מ ושואל ומשיב לסדר ב׳
הרב אברהם גאלדברענער שליט”א

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 917-803-2723

Located at 1554 Coney Island Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11230

Located in the heart of Flatbush, 
Yeshiva Gedolah Ohr Nachman offers a 
unique learning opportunity, providing a 
well-rounded limud in a warm environment 
where each bochur will have the ability to 
establish a kesher with the Roshei HaYeshiva. 
The Rosh HaYeshiva will be giving shiurim in 
 Bochurim will .הלכה as well as chaburos in גמרא
have the opportunity to join an existing kollel 
for night seder.

STARTING בעזהי״ת
ראש חודש אלול תשע״ו

 We are proud to בס״ד
announce the opening of 

בית מדרש מגיד שיעור שלושים שנה
 ורב דקהל אור גדליהו

”כי באור פניך נתת לנו

ישיבה גדולה אור נחמןישיבה גדולה אור נחמן
”כי באור פניך נתת לנו
 ד׳ אלקינו תורת חיים“

Harav Avraham Nesanel Zucker

2899 NOSTRAND AVE • BROOKLYN, NY 11229

Yeshiva Gedola Ohr Yisrael
IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUR MESIVTA’S FIRST GRADUATING CLASS

The Expansion of our First Year Beis Medrash Program
UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF

FOR INFORMATION AND AN APPLICATION CALL: 718.382.8702

EST. AUGUST 1999

High Level Shiurim     Chavrusos With Yungeleit 
Full Dormitory Facilities Available     Fully Accredited Program

xeriy           cibn 

Rabbi Yisroel Hunger
Veteran Rebbe for 17 years

2ND SEDER xeriy           cibn 

Rabbi Yitzchok Toiv
Dynamic & warm xeriy           cibn

dkld             REBBE

Rabbi Heshy Kahan
Renowned for his captivating  dkld       shiurim

ROSH HAYESHIVA 

h”pyz                    lel`
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4.25 x 5.5 NO YIDDISH
NO OPEN HOUSE

in  
conjunction  

with
A Madison Commercial Real Estate Services™ Company

PROFESSIONAL  
CAREER SERVICES / PCS

Madison Title Agency handles searches, writes policies, manages transactions and provides closing and escrow services in all 50 states.  
An in-house staff of full-time attorneys and more than 200 trained title officers manage from the simplest to the most complex transactions,  

whether local or multi-state.

JOB PLACEMENT • JOB COUNSELING • CAREER COURSES • CAREER COUNSELING • BUSINESS READINESS COURSES

PROFESSIONAL CAREER SERVICES (PCS)
A Project of Agudath Israel
4520 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY • realestate@ny.pcsjobs.org
PCS is sponsored in part by the Lightstone Group and the David Lichtenstein Family Foundation

for more information and to register:

Email: realestate@ny.pcsjobs.org   Text/Call: 662-727-5627

Learn the Basics and Beyond of

Real estate 
Leading experts will teach you how to capitalize on and 

manage the lifecycle of a Real Estate Investment

Classes in Brooklyn

8-Week  CourseOnce a week  8:00 –10:00 PM

FREE  
Information Seminar

Belz Simcha Hall  •  5015 15th Avenue
Wednesday, Mar. 2, 2016 • 8:30 PM

• Residential & commercial property • Real estate financing  
• Closing the deal • Property management • Legal basics of a deal  

• Property insurance • Leveraging your money • Financial due diligence

––––––– Course Topics –––––––

 
 
 
 

                                                     CALLING ALL GRADUATES 
                                           Did you, your sister, daughter, mother,  
                                        mother-in-law,  aunt, niece, sister-in-law 
                                        or grandmother graduate from Shulamith ? 

           
        JOIN THE SHULAMITH ALUMNAE ASSOCIATION 
       Send us your yearbook photos and contact info. 

20th Anniversary Reunion 
Class of 1996  
June 1, 2016 

 
Contact Sarah at Shulamithalumnae@gmail.com 

 
60 West End Avenue ~ Brooklyn, NY 11235 

              718.338.4000 ~ www.shulamithfbrooklyn.org 
 
      “Educating b’nos Yisroel since 1930 as the oldest and 
            first religious girls school in North America.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For Today’s Bnos Yisroel Looking to Educate Tomorrow’s Bnos Yisroel
For the girl planning a degree in Special Education, Mental Health, and Teaching.

Introducing A New  

Bais Yaakov SeminaryTBY
•	 Hashkafah Based Lessons

•	 Experienced and Engaging Faculty

•	 Practical Life Preparation

•	 Halachos Relevant to the Field

•	 Develop a Proper Relationship with Students and Clients

•	 Solidify Knowledge and Hashkafa in These Fields

Special Teacher Training Course 
given by  

R’ S. Binyomin 
Ginsberg

T I F E R E S  B N O S  Y I S R O E L

In two years you will finish with a Bachelors of Science from 
Bellevue University as well as a Teacher’s Certificate.

One year program for seminary graduates.

For more info call: 347-374-2982 or email info@TBYseminary.com

Rabbi Yaakov Y. Greenberg 
Menahel

P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  L I F E  •  W A L K  A W A Y  W I T H  A  S O L I D  C O L L E G E  D E G R E E

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS  
FOR 2016-2017 YEAR.

Located in Brooklyn, dorming available.
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AIG understands that you take pride in your home. Look 

to our Private Client Group for sound insurance protection, 

resources to lessen the chance of property damage and 

stellar claims service—all custom-tailored for you.

Custom-built 
coverage

AIG Private Client Group is a division of the member companies of American International Group, 
Inc. (AIG). Insurance and services provided by member companies of American International 
Group, Inc. Coverage may not be available in all jurisdictions and is subject to actual policy 
language. For additional information, please visit our website at www.aig.com.

Eli Friedman 
Ari H Friedman Associates, Ltd.
Tel: 718-692-4902 
efriedman@ahfgroup.com

We are proud to work exclusively with the finest independent 
insurance advisors including:

Get a FREE battery for
your smoke detector.

David Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
davidcohen@allstate.com

#

16
94

91

Protecting our community over 25 years.

464 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY

D.H. Cohen Agency, Inc.

Usher Brecher
347-268-3420
ABrecher@allstate.com

No purchase or quote necessary. Available to the first 500 individuals who visit the Allstate Agent o�ce of David Cohen, CPCU, CFP® by December 31, 2016. O�er 
expires December 31, 2016. No substitutions. Recipient responsible for all taxes. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

Just stop by my o�ice today.
I want to help keep you protected every day. So right now, I’m giving 
away free smoke detector batteries. Pick one up today and help protect 
your home from fires.

The FJJ Comes to Life
on your computer...

www.flatbushjewishjournal.com
current issue  . archives  . rates & schedule  . flatbush news

s’’xc
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Chaim L. Alter
718-713-8400
charlesalter@allstate.com

16
47

43

Savings based on national customer reported data for new policies written in 2014. Actual savings vary. Allstate 
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL Northbrook, IL. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

I can help you save money now.
When you’re looking to save some 
green, I’m the first person to call. In 
fact, drivers who switched to 
Allstate saved an average of $446 
a year. Call me first to see how 
much you can save.

Dollars are better.
Change is good.

www.finkelsteinDefenseFirm.com

Serving the Community for 25 Years

FJJ ADVERTISING
REACH 200,000 READERS
WHO READ EVERY PAGE!

718.692.1144    ADS@THEFJJ.COM    THEFJJ.COM
FJJ: AMERICAS FASTEST GROWING NEWSPAPER!
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Established 1863 · Member FDICVisit us today!
www.applebank.com

    

   4519 13th Avenue, Boro Park, 718-436-5600   414 Flushing Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-643-2192  
   44 Lee Avenue, Williamsburg, 718-486-7294   1401 Avenue J, Midwood, 718-252-6084  
   318 Albany Avenue, Crown Heights, 718-363-3291  486 Neptune Avenue, Coney Island, 718-266-8756  
   1954 Flatbush Avenue, Flatbush, 718-677-8220   7415 Fifth Avenue, Bay Ridge, 718-491-4301 
   1617 Avenue M, Midwood, 718-375-6767   426 86th Street, Bay Ridge, 718-748-4663   
   1321 Kings Highway, Homecrest, 718-382-7723   776 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint, 718-361-2068  
   6701 18th Avenue, Bensonhurst, 718-837-1100   326 Court Street, Carroll Gardens, 718-237-6449 
   1973 86th Street, Bensonhurst, 718-372-5454   418 Myrtle Avenue, Clinton Hill, 718-624-5130
   405 Brighton Beach Avenue, Brighton Beach, 718-615-2034 115 Cedarhurst Avenue, Cedarhurst, 516-295-2698
   1575 50th Street, Boro Park, 718-436-4582  

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on balances 
of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 5, 2016.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 mini-
mum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is $1,000,000 per 
household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is paid if the 
account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date will be used to 
calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest rate bonus is subject 
to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2016 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is made on July 12, 2016.  
No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2017 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2017.

 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

apple bk - FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL - BONUS SAVINGS - 1-2016.indd   1 1/8/2016   11:22:23 AM
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PRE-PURIM ISSUE: 
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PURIM ISSUE: 
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Still Remains In These Special Purim Issues 



 HOME & DECOR 80FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | the� j.comMARCH 10, 2016

The Original Master Slicer
Best handheld food processor in the market!

COME TRY AT THE STORE!
YOU WON'T REGRET IT!

Best
Purim
Gift!

Happy Purim!

Tel: 718-692-2442 | happyhomelocal.com
1407 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230
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The Israeli naval command-
er radioed headquarters in Israel 
for orders. Attack or not? Blow the 
Freedom Fighter out of the water, 
or retreat from the confrontation? 
� e eyes of the world were on them. 
What to do? 

“Do not attack with cannon,” 
came his orders. “Use the special 
team instead.”

“Aye, aye, sir,” Bender said. “De-
ploying special team immediately.”

Down below, in the belly of the 
ship, twenty uniformed men—all of 
them members of the Shayetet 13, 
Israel’s version of the Navy Seals, 
who had been so ill-used in the � otil-
la operation of 2010—gave a mighty 
cry and quickly began to prepare for 
boarding a hostile vessel. 

� e commander peered from the 
bridge, expecting to see the same 
grim-faced woman standing there. 
She was gone. He was nonplussed. 
Was this development something to 
worry about?

“Bender to home command,” he 
said, “Bender to home command.”

“Come in, Bender.”
“Lisa Acker is no longer in my 

sight. Should the operation com-
mence anyway?”

“Operation a go, Bender.”
Lisa was gone from the deck. She 

had given the order for all able-bod-
ied people on board the Freedom 
Fighter to accompany her below 
deck, where she made her con� dent 
way to the secret compartment that 
Sven had installed not long before. 
Removing a key from her pocket, 
she found the keyhole and opened 
the door, revealing a rich cache of 
weapons for the men and women to 
choose from. 

� ere were no revolvers or mis-
sile launchers; that would have 
placed world opinion on the side 
of the Israelis (although Lisa wasn’t 
sure of this, given the way the world 
just loved to hate Israel). Instead, the 
compartment was � lled with clubs 
and knives and other weapons used 
for street fighting; weapons that 
would appear justi� able in the a� er-
math of the incident, which would 
show the Israelis using weapons of 
overwhelming force against their 
more modest e� orts. 

All those aboard grabbed his or 
her weapon of choice: the weapons 
they had been practicing with over 
the last few months to gain pro� -
ciency. � en they took up position 
all over the boat, lying in wait for the 

unsuspecting Israelis, who would be 
� lmed in all their brutal glory once 
again. In fact, Jason had begun � lm-
ing the battle already. 

Unknown to the others, Jason 
was � lming the pre-battle arming 
ceremony with a high-quality cam-
era that was sending its feed direct-
ly to a variety of Internet and other 
news sites. He � lmed the closet full of 
weapons waiting for the boarding Is-
raelis, the eager rush of well-trained 
troops as they grabbed their weapons 
of choice, and the practiced way in 
which they took up their positions to 
surprise the incoming team. On mil-
lions of computer screens around the 
world, people from many countries 
watched open-mouthed as they were 
shown the type of footage that would 
never be able to be explained away 
later. � e best part was that it was 
ostensibly coming from the “peace-
ful” activists, who were apparently 
making a terrible mistake in showing 
their hand to the world. 

What was a mistake for the peace 
players was a coup for every news 
agency in the world. The camera 
continued transmitting its faithful 
feed, showing the ship’s passengers 
waiting with iron poles, steel bars, 
and the kind of knives that could kill 
an alligator, in the corridors of the 
boat of peace.

BBC World News: one of the larg-
est news organizations on the planet. 
� e BBC is infamous for its one-sid-
ed coverage of the Israeli-Palestin-
ian con� ict. It was midday in the 
newsroom, with all eyes turned to 
the giant screens that were showing 
incoming coverage from the boat. 
It seemed as though everyone in the 
entire world knew exactly what the 
peace activists were up to—every-
one except the activists themselves, 
who clearly didn’t have an inkling 
that they were being � lmed live. BBC 
was going to worry about a possible 
lawsuit later. Today, they were going 
with the story.

In the midst of the action, as al-
most every reporter stood staring 
tensely at the screens before them, 
David Applerod, senior BBC report-
er on the Middle East desk, heard his 
e-mail beeping. Out of sheer habit, 
he scanned the incoming e-mail. He 
couldn’t believe his eyes. Running to 
his o�  ce at the side of the room, he 
printed out the message and read it 
in fascinated silence. His imagination 
went wild at the situation before him. 

To be continued …. 

The Shadows – A Novel 
RABBI NACHMAN SELTZER, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Hilchos Shabbos Initiative
REVIEWED BY RABBI SHMUEL FELDER

� e Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan 
Eibishitz that if one does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is im-
possible not to be oveir on a forbidden act on Shabbos.

Warming Food On Shabbos
1.  What is the proper method of warming up food on a hot plate / 

blech on Shabbos?

As long as the food is dry and solid (such as Challah without frost, 
kugel, chicken without gravy), one may warm it up on top of a pot or 
crock-pot that contains food.  One may leave it near the oven as well. 
Placing the food on top of an empty utensil such as an overturned 
foil pan on a blech or hot-plate is a Machlokes among the Poskim, and 
it is therefore better to � nd an alternate solution. Frost on Challah 
may not be removed.

However, raw items or items with liquid/frost may not be placed 
in a location where they can reach 110°F even if one intends to 
remove the item before that temperature is reached. Additionally, 
liquids that will melt or solidi� ed gravy that will liquefy may not be 
placed in any location where they will become liquid even if they will 
not reach 110°F.

Food that is being warmed should not be completely wrapped in 
aluminum foil with the intention of insulating it.  Wrapping for other 
purposes is permitted.

2.  What is the Halacha if food was placed directly on a blech above 
the �re on Shabbos, but this was done unintentionally or in error?

If additional cooking took place, it is forbidden for the household 
to bene�t from the food.  If no additional cooking took place and 
the food was merely heated, it is forbidden to bene�t from the food 
while it is still hot.  �ere is a dispute among the Poskim whether 
bene�t is permitted once the food has cooled.

3.   Is it permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos?

Yes, it is permissible to pour hot water or soup into a thermos. 

4.   Is it permissible to leave kugel in the crockpot from before Shabbos?

Yes, it is permissible. 

לזכות רפואה שלמה חי' מלכה בת בתשבע
Contact/Subscription info. Phone 732-901-0536 email – shabboshalachah@gmail.com

Advertise In The FJJ Upcoming Special Issues:

718.692.1144  ads@thefjj.com
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NOW IS THE TIME
to install your customer's/client's fish tank!

www.kingsfishtank.com
kingsfishtank@gmail.com

347.770.7533

SPECIALIZING 
IN
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TANKS

בס"ד

ASK ABOUT OUR ROCK BOTTOM RATES!!
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Chocoholics: This One’s for You!
Rochelle Rothman

In one chapter of my cookbook, 
NOT JUST A COOKBOOK, I focus 
on the “Sweetness of Friendship”, 
while sharing many chocolate facts 
and recipes.  With Purim around the 
corner, I’m sharing this information 
so all you “chocoholics” out there can 
partake guilt-free, by following the 
guidelines listed.

No more worry about chocolate 
being bad for you—the research is 
in—it is packed with positive health 
benefits! It actually contains the very 
same type of disease-fighting “phe-
nolic” chemicals as red wine, fruits 
and vegetables, says Andrew Water-
house of the University of California 
at San Diego.

He found 205 milligrams of 
phenolics in a 1.5 ounce chocolate 
bar—that’s the same as in a 5-ounce 
glass of cabernet.  Two tablespoons 
of cocoa powder has 145mg of phe-
nolics.  Dark chocolate has the most; 
white chocolate has none.  The anti-
oxidant phenolic combats cell dam-
age leading to chronic disease such 
as cancer and heart disease.  Newer 
Japanese tests showed that phenolics 
extracted from chocolate suppressed 
cell-damaging chemicals and boost-
ed immune functioning in human 
samples.

Most of us crave chocolate more 
than any other food! Let me list some 
more benefits:

Chocolate contains anandamine, 
a chemical that mimics marijuana’s 
soothing effects on the brain.  It 
makes milk easier to digest if you are 
lactose intolerant.  Researchers at the 
University of Rhode Island found 
that adding 1 ½ teaspoons of cocoa 
to one cup of milk blocked cramp-
ing, bloating and other signs of lac-
tose intolerance in half of 35 subjects.  
Cocoa stimulates lactose enzymes 
activity, they found.  In tests, some 
animals tend to reduce intake of al-
cohol when given a chocolate drink 
as an option.  Tests show chocolate 
contains antibacterial compounds 
that may discourage, not promote 
tooth decay.  Surprisingly, the fat in 
chocolate (cocoa butter) does not 
raise in cholesterol with testing done 
in men with normal cholesterol (un-
der 200).  There have been several 
scientific studies that found no evi-
dence of chocolate causing hyperac-
tivity in children, aggression or other 
behavior problems.  Some research 
finds sweets calm many children.

Chocolate’s greatest crime is that 
it usually is combined with animal 
fats and sugar in high-calorie, bad-
fat baked goods.  If you suffer from 
heartburn or are sensitive to caf-
feine-go easy on chocolate!  B”H, I 
have found sugar-free chocolate bars 
Pareve as well as Dairy, that were 
quite tasty! Check them out in our 
local stores.

For those times when your cocoa 
urge is just too strong to ignore, here 
are seven healthy ways to indulge 
without any guilty afterthoughts:

On a good diet day, snack time 
usually means celery and hummus, 
or maybe Greek yogurt with cere-
al and fruit. What it doesn’t mean? 
Giving into your chocolate cravings 
– no matter how much your office 
vending machine tempts you.

Hold that thought: Turns out, 
there is such a thing as a healthy 
chocolate snack. “If you’re a choc-
oholic, don’t deprive yourself!” 
says Everyday Health food and nu-
trition expert Joy Bauer, author of 
Food Cures. “If you make chocolate 
completely off limits, there’s a good 
chance you’ll go overboard the next 
time something rich and chocolaty is 
placed in front of you.”

Plus, enjoying chocolate treats in 
moderation has been linked to bet-
ter moods, decreased stroke risk, and 
improved heart health.

So the answer, dear chocoholics, 
is to indulge — to a point.

Here, seven chocolate treats less 
than 150 calories each.
The Perfect Chocolate Bite 

When in doubt, go simple and 
reach for plain ole dark chocolate. 
The higher the cocoa content, the 
more antioxidants and the greater 
the health benefits, so aim for at least 
65 percent cacao.

Two squares of Ghirardelli Twi-
light Delight (Kof-K Dairy),($2.79 
each, at grocery stores) or seven Her-
shey’s Special Dark Kisses ($3.19 to 
$3.29, at grocery stores) are around 
140 calories. (Be sure to check the 
label on your chocolate of choice so 
you don’t over-indulge, this includes 
cholov yisroel brands.)
Cocoa-Roasted Almonds

Emerald’s Cocoa Roast Almonds 
(OU certification), little 100-calorie 
packs ($3.69 for box of seven, at gro-
cery stores) take the portion control 
guess work out of the picture. Each 
delightfully addictive handful is 

dusted in cocoa powder, so you get 
a hint of chocolate along with the 
crunchy nuttiness of almonds, which 
are high in fiber and vitamin E.

Homemade Hot Chocolate

Few things are more comforting 
than a cup of hot cocoa. Save about 

Chewy Chocolate Brownies

These brownies from Eatingwell.com, are a high-energy treat you can 
pack in your lunch bag or tuck into your fanny pack when you are out 
walking. Wrap cooled brownies individually for fast picnic assembly or 
lunchbox fill-ups.

24 brownies | Active Time: 20 minutes | Total Time: 50 minutes

16  whole chocolate graham 
crackers, (8 ounces)  
(see Ingredient notes)

2  tablespoons unsweetened cocoa 
powder

¼  teaspoon salt
2  large eggs
1  large egg white
⅓  cup packed light brown sugar, 

or 3 tablespoons
⅓  cup granulated sugar,  

or 3 tablespoons
2  teaspoons instant coffee gran-

ules
2  teaspoons vanilla extract
⅔  cup chopped pitted dates
¼  cup semisweet chocolate chips

Preheat oven to 300°F. Coat an 8-by-11 1/2-inch baking dish with 
cooking spray. For easy cleanup: Dessert pans can be a headache to 
clean. Skip the soaking and scrubbing by lining your pan with parch-
ment paper before you bake.

Pulse graham crackers into crumbs in a food processor or place in a 
large plastic bag and crush with a rolling pin. You should have about 2 
cups crumbs. Transfer to a small bowl; add cocoa and salt and mix well.

Combine eggs, egg white, brown sugar (or Splenda) and granulated 
sugar (or Splenda) in a large bowl. Beat with an electric mixer at high 
speed until thickened, about 2 minutes. Blend in coffee granules and va-
nilla. Gently fold in dates, chocolate chips and the reserved crumb mix-
ture. Scrape the batter into the prepared baking dish, spreading evenly.

Bake the brownies until the top springs back when lightly touched, 
25 to 30 minutes. Let cool completely in the pan on a wire rack before 
cutting.

Nutrition Per brownie : 93 Calories; 2 g Fat; 0 g Sat; 0 g Mono; 18 mg 
Cholesterol; 15 g Carbohydrates; 2 g Protein; 1 g Fiber; 72 mg Sodium; 
60 mg Potassium

1 Carbohydrate Serving   Exchanges: 1 other carbohydrate
Tips & Notes
Make Ahead Tip: Store in Tupperware container or freeze for longer 

storage.
Ingredient Notes: To avoid trans-fatty acids, look for brands of gra-

ham crackers that do not contain partially hydrogenated canola oil.
Substituting with Splenda: In the EatingWell Test Kitchen, sucralose 

is the only alternative sweetener we test with when we feel the option is 
appropriate. For non-baking recipes, we use Splenda Granular (boxed, 
not in a packet). For baking, we use Splenda Sugar Blend for Baking, 
a mix of sugar and sucralose. It can be substituted in recipes (1/2 cup 
of the blend for each 1 cup of sugar) to reduce sugar calories by half 
while maintaining some of the baking properties of sugar. If you make a 
similar blend with half sugar and half Splenda Granular, substitute this 
homemade mixture cup for cup.

When choosing any low- or no-calorie sweetener, be sure to check 
the label to make sure it is suitable for your intended use.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 89
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PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274

PERFUMES AT  
DISCOUNTED  

PRICES!
WE SERVICE NY NJ  

SHIPPING AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN THE US!

732.403.7274Follow us on        @RPERFUMES

Rivka Ozeirey

Happy Purim

ALL BRANDS. 
ALL PRICES.

Featured Designers Include: Manolo Blahnik • 
Stuart Weitzman • Fendi • Valentino • French 

Sole • Moncler • And Many More

Fabulous selection of  
beautiful designer shoes!

Don’t run to the city for shoes–
Just stop in to Shoes at Esti’s!

1888 Coney Island Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11230

(718) 377-3661
Open Sunday-Thursday 10am-5:30pm • Friday 10am-2pm

FOR SELECTION, SERVICE AND VALUE
‘WE’RE LIKE NO OTHER STORE IN TOWN’

5002-12TH AVE. BROOKLYN  NY 11219 • 718.633.8672
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Are you happy 24 hours a day? 
Can you live always happily? Yes, you 
can! Tell yourselves that you can and 
even more in this beautiful month. 
� e Simchah of our next whole year 
depends on these moments! May we 
all be alive, Amen!

Today, I am going to write about 
something whose ending moved me 
a lot and I hope that when you read 
it, you can feel the same as I did, that 
observing the Torah with love has 
an impressive reward, although one 
does not expect anything in return. 
Nobody is forgotten by Hashem, and 
in this case not even animals! Read it 
and enjoy it Bs’ H’.

In the last plague of Makat Be-
chorot, Hashem told Moshe to tell 
Parhoh that the Mitzrim were to give 
a distressing cry and Am Israel would 
not speak and even the dogs would 
not bark. (� e famous Pasuk derives 
from here: “ULECHOL BENE ISRA-
EL, LO IECHERAS KELEV LESHO-
NO”. In fact, as the dogs did not 
bark, Hashem rewarded them giv-
ing dogs Parnasah all their lives and 
we see that the dog: “KOL NEVELA 
LAKELEV ASHLICHUN” (every Kor-

ban or Shechitah going wrong, every 
le� overs are given to the dogs), which 
means that the dog is the privileged 
to get that and is never short of food.

A strong question comes out from 
this fact. Why weren’t the frogs giv-
en any reward? Nowhere is written 
about it. As Hashem ordered them to 
throw themselves everywhere, they 
also threw themselves to the � re in 
the ovens and were burnt. � is hap-
pened in the second plague. Is it logi-
cal that the dogs have got a reward for 
not barking and the poor frogs that 
were burnt down have got no pay at 
all? � e answer, mamash, made me 
cry and thrill…‘Because it is said it 
is much more di�  cult to remain si-
lent than throwing yourself to the 
� re in the oven…Levater, Levater, 
my motto in life and the standard 
to be happy. I did not only study it 
but had the chance to experience it 
as well, Baruch H’, to the bottom of 
my Neshamah. � at is why, whenever 
I speak about this issue, I can’t help 
crying. It is really very hard but this 
is the way it is ordered by our AVINU 
SHEBASHAMAIM. Short but deep!

 Get ready for Purim. Morah Luni.

BY MORAH LUNI

Heart Notes from Argentina

Warehouse
     Blowout!!!

$5 

Months of Adar Only!!
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FJJ Ladies Shiurim Directory
MAGGID SHIUR TOPIC TIME LOCATION

AGUDAH WOMEN  
OF FLATBUSH

Parsha Shabbos 
3:00 PM

Congregation Sfard 
1575 Coney Island Ave.

RABBI ALPORT/GUEST/
MRS. ESTHER WEIN

Shmuel Beis Tuesday    
1:15-3:45 pm

Chochmas Noshim West 
1259 East 22nd (Ave. L) 
718.801.2787

R' AVROHOM 
BACKENROTH

Hashkafa  
from the Parsha

Alternate Thursdays 

8:45 PM
Young Israel of Ave K 
2818 Ave K

RABBI MOSHE BARIDES Parsha & Hashkafa Shabbos 45 min 

before minha
Cong. Yam Hatorah 
1573 East 10th Street

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Parsha Shabbos 
5:00 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Pirkei Avos Thursday 
8:15 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI FRIEMAN Parsha & Halacha Tuesday  
9:15 - 9:45 pm

Dial: 646-558-6338 
Conference ID 648-4865#

RABBI AVROHOM 
GARFINKEL

Megilas Rus
Alternate 
Wednesdays 
8:00-9:00 pm

Congregation Bnei Israel 
3190 Bedford Avenue

MRS. CHAYA GINZBERG Pirkei Avos / Mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Bet Yakob Shul      
Ocean Parkway & Ave. R

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Derech Hashem Wednesdays 
8:30 PM

Avenue O Synagogue 
808 Avenue O

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:45 PM

Cong. Bnei Yitzchok 
1143 E. 19th 

MRS. HENDEL /  
MRS. CHITRIK

Parsha Wednesday
9:00 PM

Call for location:  
718.382.6804

MRS. LINDA JACOBSON/ 
RABBI C. M. JACOBSON

Human Relation,  
The Torah Way

Thursday 
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

MRS. CHAYA KALAZAN Beiur Tefilah Monday  
9:45 AM

Eisenberger Home 
1334 East 27th St. 

MRS. IVY KALAZAN Parsha Tuesdays
9:45 AM

Elbogen            
1069 East 24th Street

REBBETZIN VITAL 
KALMANOWITZ

Chovos Halevovos Sunday  
10:15 AM

1153 East 9th Street 
side entrance

RABBI YOSEF 
KIRSZENBERG

Parsha Tuesdays
7:30 - 8:30 PM

Lubavitch Yeshiva          
841 Ocean Parkway (I & H)

MRS. VICKY LEW Sefer Shmos Tuesday
8:00 PM

Young Israel of Bedford 
Bay 2114 Brown Street (U& V) 
718.332.4120

RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF Power of Tefillah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Agudah Bais Binyomin          
2913 Avenue L

MRS. SARAH MALKA Beiur Tefilah Wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 PM

Benno Home 
418 Quentin Road

MRS. BREINDY REISS Hashkafa Tuesday
8:00 pm

1552 East 21st Street (N&O)

MRS. SARAH SASSON Chofetz Chaim & 
Parsha

Shabbos
11:15 AM

Homecrest Shul  
917.361.8268

RABBI REUVAIN SCHARF Orchos Tzadikim Shabbos
5:00 PM

Nshei Lamed Hay    
1456 E. 35 (KH - Flatlands)

MRS. SHIRA SMILES Parsha Sunday
10:00 AM

Young Israel of Ave. L

RABBI YECHIEL SNOW Parsha Shabbos 
3:30 PM

Young Israel of 
Midwood

MRS. SHANIE STERN
Parsha/Hilchos 
Brachos

Shabbos  
4:00 PM

for location email: 
shaina22@aol.com

RABBI DAVID SUTTON Inyanei D'Yoma Sunday
1:00 PM

Strettiner Bais Medrash     
Bay Pkwy & Ocean Pkwy

REBBETZIN SARA TIKTIN Parsha
Sunday  
11:30 AM 
-12:30 PM

Young Israel of Flatbush 
718.851.5265

RABBI VIGLER Torah & Tea Wednesday 
10 AM

Mayan Yisroel 
3315 Ave N 
718.677.0030

RABBI ZECHARIAH 
WALLERSTEIN

Parsha Wednesdays 
9:30 pm

Ohr Naava 
2201 East 23rd Street 
718.647.6228

RABBI YISROEL DOV 
WEBSTER

Hilchos Tefillah Wednesdays 
10-11 AM

Agudah of 18th Ave. 
5413 18th Avenue

ROTATING MAGIDEI SHIUR Beiur Tefilah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 AM

Weinreb Home 
103 Parkville Ave

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com

4 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Thursday, October 31, 2013 718.692.1144 | www.flatbushjewishjournal.com

COOKING AND HOUSEKEEPING 
ADVICE FROM FLATBUSH EXPERTSWomen’s        World

FJJ Ladies Shiurim Directory
Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confirm weekly schedule, which may vary.

MAGGID SHIUR TOPIC TIME LOCATION

AGUDAH WOMEN  
OF FLATBUSH

Parsha Shabbos 
4:00 PM

Congregation Sfard 
1575 Coney Island Ave.

RABBI ALPORT/GUEST/
MRS. ESTHER WEIN

Shmuel Beis Tuesday    
1:15-3:45 pm

Chochmas Noshim West 
1259 East 22nd (Ave. L) 
718.801.2787

R' AVROHOM 
BACKENROTH

Hashkafa from the 
Parsha

Alternate Tuesdays 

9:35 PM
Young Israel of Ave K 
2815 Ave K

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Parsha Shabbos 
5:30 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI FISHMAN Parsha Friday 
8 PM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

RABBI FRIEMAN Parsha & Halacha Tuesday  
9:15 - 9:45 pm

Dial: 646-558-6338 
Conference ID 648-4865#

RABBI AVROHOM 
GARFINKEL

Megilas Rus
Alternate 
Wednesdays 
8:00-9:00 pm

Congregation Bnei Israel 
3190 Bedford Avenue

MRS. CHAYA GINZBERG Pirkei Avos / Mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Bet Yakob Shul      
Ocean Parkway & Ave. R

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Derech Hashem Wednesdays 
8:30 PM

Avenue O Synagogue 
808 Avenue O

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:45 PM

Cong. Bnei Yitzchok 
1143 E. 19th 

MRS. HENDEL /  
MRS. CHITRIK

Parsha Wednesday
9:00 PM

Call for location:  
718.382.6804

MRS. LINDA JACOBSON/ 
RABBI C. M. JACOBSON

Pirkei Avos Thursday 
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul 
917.361.8268

MRS. CHAYA KALAZAN Beiur Tefilah Monday  
9:35 - 10:45 AM

Eisenberger Home 
1334 East 27th St. (M-N)

MRS. IVY KALAZAN Parsha Tuesdays
9:45 am

Elbogen            
1069 East 24th Street

REBBETZIN VITAL 
KALMANOWITZ

Chovos Halevovos Sunday  
10:15 AM

1153 East 9th Street 
side entrance

RABBI YOSEF 
KIRSZENBERG

Parsha Tuesdays
7:30 - 8:30 pm

Lubavitch Yeshiva          
841 Ocean Parkway (I & H)

MRS. VICKY LEW Sefer Shmos Tuesday
8:00 PM

Young Israel of Bedford 
Bay 2114 Brown Street (U& V) 
718.332.4120

RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF Power of Tefillah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Agudah Bais Binyomin          
2913 Avenue L

MRS. SARAH MALKA Beiur Tefilah Wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 PM

Benno Home 
418 Quentin Road

MRS. BREINDY REISS Megillas Rus Tuesday
8:00 - 9:15 pm

1552 East 21st Street 
(N&O)

MRS. SARAH SASSON Chofetz Chaim & 
Parsha

Shabbos
11:00 AM

Homecrest Shul  
917.361.8268

RABBI REUVAIN SCHARF Orchos Tzadikim Shabbos
5:00 PM

Nshei Lamed Hay    
1456 E. 35 (KH - Flatlands)

MRS. SHIRA SMILES Parsha Sunday
10:00 AM

Young Israel of Ave. L

RABBI YECHIEL SNOW Parsha Shabbos 
5:00 pm

Young Israel of 
Midwood

MRS. SHANIE STERN
Parsha/Hilchos 
Shabbos

Shabbos  
4:00 PM

for location email: 
shaina22@aol.com

RABBI DAVID SUTTON Inyanei D'Yoma Sunday 1:00 Strettiner Bais Medrash     
Bay Pkwy & Ocean Pkwy

RABBI VIGLER Torah & Tea Wednesday 
10 AM

Mayan Yisroel 
3307 Ave N 
718.677.0030

RABBI ZECHARIAH 
WALLERSTEIN

Parsha Wednesdays 
9:30 pm

Ohr Naava           
2201 East 23rd Street 
718.647.6228

RABBI MOSHE BAREDES Parsha & Hashkafa Shabbos 45 min 

before minha
Cong. Yam Hatorah 
1573 East 10th Street

RABBI YISROEL DOV 
WEBSTER

Hilchos Tefillah Wednesdays 
10-11 AM

Agudah of 18th Ave. 
5413 18th Avenue

ROTATING MAGIDEI SHIUR Beiur Tefilah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 AM

Weinreb Home 
103 Parkville Ave

GUEST SPEAKERS Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:30 pm

Cong. Tomchei Torah 
1966 Coney Island Ave. 
(N&O)

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com

Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confirm weekly schedule, which may vary.
Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com

Ladies Shiurim Directory
GALA  

PRE-YOM TOV 
Sary-Sary Pink 

Wig Event

Sunday March 13
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

1126 East 23rd Street (K&L)

With Renowned Stylist 
“Ruth”

On premises Cutting-included in price

All lengths, colors, textures…straight, wavy etc.

UNBELIEVABLE PRICE 
SLASH ON

WIGS-UP TO AND  
INCLUDING SHOULDER 

LENGTH!
PLUS

PRE OWNED GENTLY WORN WIGS 
FROM MAKERS SUCH AS:

SHEVY, KIKI, NOA, RIKI, SARY, 
PINK, SONIYA etc…

SOLD AT A FRACTION OF 
THEIR ORIGINAL PRICE

Mashy Arem
718.986.7278
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                    Tired of throwing out food? No BPA

Organize your kitchen clutter NOW!!!
Get rid of your freezer mess! – 

No more UFO’s! (Unidentified foreign objects)
FREE GIFTS to all Kallah orders over $275.00

Minimum-10% FREE products plus MORE!!
Call Rochelle Rothman at 718-258-0415  

to find out details

Your Kitchen CAN look like this!!

half of the calories of the traditional 
kind with Joy Bauer’s recipe for Al-
mond Hot Cocoa, which has around 
150 calories, using almond milk, 
sugar, vanilla, chocolate chips, and a 
pinch of Kosher salt.
A Sweet Chocolate  
Fruit Topper 

Drizzle two tablespoons of choc-
olate syrup over a half cup of sliced 
strawberries for around 150 calories. 
You’ll reap the berries’ fiber and 
vitamin C-boost along with choco-
late’s antioxidants.
A Little Chocolate Luxury

For an indulgent treat, splurge on 
a box of Godiva Parfait Chocolates 
(OU-D), ($22 for an 8-piece box, 
godiva.com). These rich, bite-size 
versions of bakery favorites include 
chocolate éclairs, death by chocolate, 
and mocha are surprisingly less than 
60 calories a piece.
A Vitamin-Rich Chocolate Drink

Sip Zico chocolate coconut water 
(OU), ($2.99 to $3.99 each, at gro-
cery stores) and get a double bene-
fit: a potassium boost and a cure for 
your chocolate craving. Refrigerate 
or stash in the freezer for about an 
hour for an especially delicious, 
milkshake-like drink. Since coconut 
water is known for its super-hydrat-
ing benefits, the drink makes a per-
fect post-workout treat.

Cereal Spiked with Chocolate
Chocolate for breakfast? Why 

not! Special K Chocolatey Delight 
(prices vary, at grocery stores) com-
bines the cereal’s famed flakes with 
chunks of creamy chocolate. There 
are just 120 calories in a serving plus 

iron and fiber, making it the perfect 
treat for the morning or dessert.

Are you nostalgic for the taste 
and comfort of hot chocolate on a 
chilly winter day? Good news! You 
can enjoy hot cocoa by following 
these tips.

Most traditional cocoa mixes 
contain a lot of added sugar, so be 
sure to choose a mix that is unsweet-
ened and ideally contains dark choc-
olate. Or make your own mix using 
unsweetened cocoa powder, fat-free 
or 1% milk, and artificial sweeten-
er. When made with milk, the co-
coa counts toward your daily Sweet 
Treat allotment of 75 to 100 calo-
ries and also as a serving of dairy. If 
you use water rather than milk, just 
count it as a Sweet Treat.

If hot cocoa isn’t your thing, but 
you’re looking for a warm drink with 
a little more pizzazz than regular tea 
or coffee, try a cup of chai tea. Re-
member to choose a brand without 
added sugar or honey (chai tea bags 
are usually best), and enjoy the chai 
with a touch of fat-free or 1% milk, 
or low-fat plain or artificially sweet-
ened soymilk. (Our local health food 
stores do carry kosher brands.)

A very special Mazel tov to our en-
tire family upon the marriage of our 
granddaughter, Deenie Rothman to 
Eliyahu Teichman! A hearty Mazel 
tov to parents Yonah & Chaya Roth-
man (Monsey), Sury & Yussi Teich-
man (Lakewood); also grandparents 
Shlomo & Bella  Friedman, Rabbi 
Shlomo & Aliza Teichman, Moshe 
& Raizy Zicherman, great-grandpar-
ents, Mrs. Jean Teichman and Mrs. 
Rochel Zicherman. May the couple 
bring us lots of Yiddishe nachas and 
build a bais ne’eman b’yisroel!

Over 550 recipes and tips are featured in Rochelle’s humorous and entertaining cookbook, NOT JUST A 
COOKBOOK. It also features many “multi-ethnic” recipes adapted for the kosher cook. Rochelle’s book ex-
amines food around the year by month. Her new DVD recipe organizer includes the book. What a GREAT gift! 
Check out www.facebook.com/greatrecipeorganizer for information or call 718-258-0415 for a Tupperware 
Full catalog. Rochelle is available for cooking demo events for fundraisers, hotels, stores, as well as private 
Tupperware demonstrations. Call to find out about the current sales! 
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can

i

rebuild

my life.

335 Central Avenue ◦ Lawrence, NY 11559 ◦ 516 612 3922 ◦ www.projectextreme.org

Under the auspices of Project Extreme, Miryam’s House is a supportive living environment for 

young women, 18 years and older. Miryam’s House offers a safe and growth oriented home 

for those seeking additional encouragement, life skills and healthy communication skills.
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Trump Slammed by ADL for White Supremacist Analogy, Continues to Top Polls 
JNS

Republican presidential candidate 
and businessman Donald Trump—
whose latest media buzz centers on his 
comment at the GOP debate that there 
is “no problem” with the size of his 
hands, drew the ire of the Jewish com-
munity by comparing white supremacist 
groups to Jewish organizations.

Trump made the remark in the con-
text of the ongoing controversy sur-
rounding whether or not the business 
magnate chooses to disavow endorse-
ments from white supremacist lead-
ers, such as the recent endorsement of 
Trump by former Ku Klux Klan leader 
David Duke.

“I don’t like to disavow groups if I 
don’t know who they are. I mean, you 
could have the Federation of Jewish 

Philanthropies in ‘groups,’” Trump said 
on MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” program.

Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the An-
ti-Defamation League, called it “obscene 
to even mention a Jewish organization in 
the same breath as these white suprem-
acist groups. Mr. Trump needs to ac-
knowledge that the rhetoric of these hate 
groups is appalling and does not belong in 
any political discussion.”

“It is hard to fathom how we can have 
a candidate who can be so verbose when 
it comes to denigrating other candidates, 
yet he finds himself tongue tied when it 
comes to the most racist and anti-Semit-
ic group in the history of this country,” 
Greenblatt said, the Forward reported.

Yet amid Trump’s continued rise 
in the GOP race, “even though most of 
the media, including Fox News, fear a 

Trump presidency and make fun of his 
style and arrogance, they cannot ignore 
him,” wrote Arik Puder, a leading media 

strategist in North America and Israel 
who has served as a spokesperson and/
or media advisor for Israeli politicians, 
in an op-ed for JNS.org.

Trump, wrote Puder,  has “led in 
the polls for months, dominated Super 
Tuesday, and is bottom line the best 

show in town. Cable TV stations like 
CNN are seeing YUGE (in Trump lingo) 
ratings spikes. Everybody wants to know 
what Trump will have to say—whether 
they agree or not. Further, Trump’s can-
didacy has generated an internal debate 
in the U.S. press. While many abhor his 
message and feel that frequent coverage 
only encourages the demagogue, they 
recognize that Trump means big head-
lines and better TV ratings.”

Puder added that in Israel, Trump is 
seen by many “as the most ‘Israeli’ pres-
idential candidate America has ever had. 
All of the things that many observers 
in America criticize him for—being ag-
gressive, arrogant, blunt, loud, stubborn, 
argumentative, confrontational, and so 
on—are all attributes many Israelis ad-
mire and see in themselves.”

For Israelis, Donald Trump is U.S. History’s Most ‘Israeli’ Presidential Candidate 
Arik Puder/JNS

This presidential election season is 
nothing if not fascinating, and the me-
dia coverage itself is driving consid-
erable debate. What’s also interesting, 
but has so far gone unexplored, is how 
Israeli media are covering the American 
elections. Israeli election coverage offers 
insights into how the press in the U.S. 
and Israel stack up against each other 
in treating both this election cycle and 
politicians in general—and how Israelis 
themselves view the elections.

As someone who worked for many 
years as a media advisor for leading Is-
raeli politicians, and who has run a PR 
agency in New York for the last six years, 
I’ve had the chance to explore up-close 
how American politics operate, how 
American media work, and how Ameri-
can media differ from Israeli media.

What really stands out this year is 
that this U.S. election has generated 
much more interest than past American 
elections in the Israeli media—and, by 
association, in the Israeli public—for two 
main reasons: Donald Trump and Sen. 
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.).

With Sanders, Israeli media are excit-
ed about the fact that there is a serious 
presidential candidate who is Jewish. 
Even though Sanders is shying away 
from his Jewish roots and has avoided 
detailed discussions about Israel, this 
isn’t dampening Israelis’ Jewish pride. 
For ordinary Israelis, it is practically 
unimaginable that a Jew whose family 
lost members in the Holocaust stands 
a real chance of occupying the world’s 
most powerful role. It’s about Jewish 
DNA and Jewish history, and the sense 
that centuries of persecution could sym-
bolically end with Sanders reaching this 
exalted office.

Trump, on the other hand, is seen by 
many Israelis as the most “Israeli” presi-
dential candidate America has ever had. 
All of the things that many observers 

in America criticize him for—being ag-
gressive, arrogant, blunt, loud, stubborn, 
argumentative, confrontational, and so 
on—are all attributes many Israelis ad-
mire and see in themselves. 

In short, Trump’s personality is 180 
degrees from President Barack Obama’s, 
who is known for being cerebral and 
deliberative. Trump talks tough and ap-
pears unafraid to deal with the rough-
and-tumble Middle East.

Ultimately, Israelis relate to Trump, 
even if they wouldn’t necessarily vote for 
him (if they were American) or if they 
remain wary of his pledge to remain ob-
jective in Mideast negotiations. The fact 
that he reminds them of themselves and 
is the polar opposite of Obama in every 
way makes him an attractive candidate, 
or at least a compelling one. They be-
lieve that whatever happens, he will be 
a better president for Israel than Obama 
has been. Further, they remember that 
Trump has an Orthodox Jewish daugh-
ter who is raising her children in a ko-
sher home. 

Israeli press coverage of Trump echoes 
this sentiment. Israeli media are closely 
following the elections, sending report-
ers to cover the primaries and interview 
voters, and paying unusually close atten-
tion to Trump. Even Israel’s widely read 
liberal daily newspaper, Haaretz, while 
not naturally a supporter of the right and 
hardly a Trump backer, has written ex-
tensively about him, including a recent 
piece warning that “Trump has unleashed 
America’s monsters.”

Meanwhile, the American media cov-
erage of Trump’s presidential campaign 
reveals a lot about how the U.S. press 
operates. Even though most of the me-
dia, including Fox News, fear a Trump 
presidency and make fun of his style and 
arrogance, they cannot ignore him. He’s 
led in the polls for months, dominated 
Super Tuesday, and is bottom line the 
best show in town. Cable TV stations like 
CNN are seeing YUGE (in Trump lingo) 
ratings spikes. Everybody wants to know 
what Trump will have to say—whether 
they agree or not. Further, Trump’s can-
didacy has generated an internal debate 
in the U.S. press. While many abhor his 
message and feel that frequent coverage 
only encourages the demagogue, they 
recognize that Trump means big head-
lines and better TV ratings.

That media debate is unlikely to ever 
take place in Israel, though. While Amer-
icans generally respect and even idealize 
the rich, Israelis harbor a deep dislike for 
billionaires, and they would likely never 
support a wealthy political candidate. The 
Israeli media, therefore, would certainly 
go after such a candidate.

Generally, there is a big difference 
between how the American and Israeli 
media handle politicians. As a rule, the 
American media accords much greater 
respect to its elected representatives (or 
to candidates) than does the Israeli press, 
which tends to be much more skeptical 
of its public figures. 

Many believe that Israeli media are 
more aggressive and cynical than the 
American press when it comes to re-
porting on its politicians. Israeli report-
ers tend to leap at the first chance they 
get to attack their subjects. Some accuse 
the Israeli media of being outwardly dis-
respectful to Israeli politicians, who are, 
after all, elected by the public through a 
democratic process.

For example, it’s not unusual to 
see an Israeli reporter answer a phone 

call during a press conference or in the 
prime minister’s office. Often, an Israe-
li TV host will lack the proper etiquette 
and show little to no courtesy to an Is-
raeli politician appearing on her show, 
so much so that she will interrupt him 
mid-sentence. This is different from TV 
interviews in America, where, even if the 
host has tough questions and differing 
views, he or she will try to be as polite 
and respectful as possible. The closest 
American TV news shows come to their 
Israeli counterparts are the cable gabfests 
in which multiple pundits are actually 
encouraged to create conflict.

In Israel, the public generally supports 
the media’s hard-line tactics with poli-
ticians. Years of political scandals, have 
combined to topple the old Zionist icons 
and idealism. Meanwhile, it takes two to 
tango, and for years, many Israeli prime 
ministers have shown an extreme lack 
of respect for Israeli journalists—to the 
point that they will avoid them at all costs.

This is in direct contrast with the 
U.S., where the country’s geographic 
size and complex media market means 
presidents and politicians have no choice 
but to deal with journalists. Presidents, 
even if they are criticized for holding 
fewer press conferences than their pre-
decessors, still regularly rely on briefings 
with the media.

Further, many mainstream media 
personalities are criticized for being too 
cozy with politicians, creating and “In-
side-the-Beltway” mentality and “pun-
ditocracy” that serves as a feedback loop 
between politicians and the press.

While the Israeli and American me-
dia differ on many fronts, they do agree 
on one thing: the 2016 presidential elec-
tions continue to rock conventional wis-
dom and bring new surprises every day. 
Trump’s candidacy continues to chal-
lenge the media, in both the U.S. and Is-
rael, and will likely become a case study 
for journalism students for years to come.
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Donald  
Trump

Hillary  
Clinton

Mississippi 83%

Michigan 37% 
Hawaii 42%
Mississippi 47%

Idaho 45%

Michigan 50%

Ted  
Cruz

Bernie  
Sanders

MARCH 8TH PRIMARY: REPUBLICAN WINNERS

MARCH 8TH PRIMARY: DEMOCRATIC WINNERS

Delegate Totals As Of March 8th 

Hillary Clinton 760

Bernie Sanders 546

Donald Trump 458

Ted Cruz 359

Marco Rubio 151

(Republicans 1,237 needed to win)

(Democrats 2,383 needed to win)
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‘Friend Of Israel’ Nancy Reagan Mourned By Jewish And Israeli Politicians
JNS

American Jewish 
and Israeli politi-
cians remembered 
former U.S. first lady 
Nancy Reagan, who 
died on Sunday of 
congestive heart failure at the age of 
94, as a stalwart friend of Israel.

“You didn't have to be a Reagan Re-
publican to admire & respect Nancy 
Reagan. She was a tower of strength, 

unafraid to chart her own course,” 
tweeted Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.).

“No matter your party or political 
ideology, this is a sad day for Amer-
ica,” tweeted democratic presidential 
candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.). 
“Nancy Reagan was an exemplary 
first lady. A devoted partner, she was 
her husband’s most trusted advisor 
and, as such, served our country well.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said in a statement, "I 

remember Nancy as a noble woman 
who supported president [Ronald] 
Reagan and stood by his side. She will 
be remembered as a great friend of the 
State of Israel.”

“Today I bow my head together, 
with the citizens of the U.S., at the 
loss of first lady Nancy Reagan,” said 
Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, de-
scribing her as “president Ronald Rea-
gan’s dedicated wife, a true partner 
in the president’s unique leadership, 

including his strong friendship with 
Israel. I recall her noble nature and 
fierce fight against drugs and alcohol 
amongst youth."

"During her time as first lady, [she] 
would illuminate the White House 
with a big smile and open heart," add-
ed Rivlin. "I extend my most sincere 
condolences to the whole Reagan 
family, her friends, and all citizens of 
the United States."

American & Israeli Military Chiefs Meet, Stress Close Defense Ties 
JNS 

U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph Dunford, Jr. 
met with Israeli Defense Minster Moshe Ya’alon in Tel Aviv. The mili-
tary chiefs emphasized close U.S.-Israel cooperation in confronting the 
“instability in the region.”

“The thing that gives me confidence that we’ll actually be able to deal 
with these challenges is that we have partners and allies to help us,” 
Dunford told Ya’alon, the Times of Israel reported.

Dunford is currently visiting Israel for the second time since taking over the Joint Chiefs chair-
man post in October 2015. His latest visit comes shortly after Ya’alon announced that a new 10-
year military aid package from the U.S. to Israel will be finalized “in the coming weeks.”

“My first visit overseas was [to Israel], and I appreciate the warm welcome I had. This is my 
second [visit] in a short period of time, and I think that reflects what you said—how import-
ant this relationship is,” Dunford told Ya’alon. “The relationship between our two countries 
is about much more than just the military to military relationship, but I believe that’s one of 
the foundational elements.” 

“This is your second trip in a very short time. Your visit now, including your visit to the 
Juniper Cobra exercise, is another demonstration of the depth of the relationship between 
our armed forces and intelligence agencies,” Ya’alon said, referencing the major joint Israe-
li-American missile defense drill that takes place every two years.

Dunford’s two visits to the Jewish state serve as a reminder of Israel’s close military coop-
eration with America, despite the much-discussed tense relationship between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. President Barack Obama. In addition, U.S. officials 
confirmed that Vice President Joe Biden will visit Israel shortly.

Obama Urged to Meet Victims of Attacks on Jewish/Israeli 
Sites in Argentina 
JNS 

Members of the U.S. House Committee on Foreign Affairs sent a letter to President Barack 
Obama, ahead of his upcoming trip to Argentina, requesting that he visit and pay tribute to the 
victims of terror attacks on Jewish and Israeli sites in Argentina during the 1990s.

U.S. Reps. Ed Royce (R-Calif.) Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.)—the committee’s chairman and rank-
ing member, respectively—asked Obama to “pledge to help bring those responsible to justice.”

“The attacks that targeted the Israeli Embassy on March 17, 1992, and the Argentine 
Israelite Mutual Association (AMIA) on July 18, 1994, were the deadliest in the country’s 

history,” the letter said. 
“Recognizing the victims 
and pledging assistance 
would send an important 
signal that the U.S. will 
stand shoulder-to-shoul-
der with Argentina to 
fight terrorism.”

Iran and its proxy, 
the Hezbollah terror 
group, have been linked 
to both attacks. The at-
tacks killed a combined 
114 people and injured 
hundreds more.

On Monday, the Prime Minister’s Office reported that Net-
anyahu’s annual trip to the US, planned for later this month, had 
been cancelled. Israeli officials remarked that the cancellation 
was in part due to President Obama’s refusal to schedule a meet-
ing with the Prime Minister. Later on Monday, the White House 
issued a statement denying those claims, asserting that the presi-
dent had in fact invited the Israeli leader to talks during his visit.

According to the plan described by senior US officials, 
Obama is considering reviving the dormant Middle East 
Quartet, a diplomatic body including the US, UN, EU, and 
Russia, to apply pressure to Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity to resume active negotiations.

The President is also considering use of a United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolution to forcibly extract concessions from Israel 
and the PA. The US has until now vetoed any such resolutions, 
though Mr. Obama has in the past threatened to allow them to pass. 
A Security Council resolution would be binding upon all parties, 
unlike General Assembly measures which are non-obligatory rec-
ommendations. Such a resolution would remain in force even after 
the president leaves office next January, effectively shaping the fu-
ture of American policy in the region for Mr. Obama’s successors.

The resolution would require Israel cease construction 
over the Green Line and would force Israel to recognize east-
ern Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine. At the same time, the 
Palestinian Authority would be obliged to officially recognize 
Israel as a Jewish state and would be pressured to give up the 
long-standing demand for a right of return.

White House: No Diplomatic Breakthrough 
Expected During Biden’s Israel Trip 
JNS 

Vice President Joseph Biden’s upcoming 
visit to Israel is not expected to generate any 
major changes in the stalled Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process.

The White House said “no break-
throughs” on the Israeli-Palestinian track 
were expected during Biden’s visit, and that 
instead his trip will focus on increasing U.S.-Israel coopera-
tion on issues including Syria, Iran, and Islamic State. Biden 
will meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and President Reuven Rivlin in Jerusalem. 

During Biden’s visit to Israel in 2010, the Israeli government 
announced new Jewish construction in eastern Jerusalem, spark-
ing a diplomatic spat that included secretary of state Hillary 
Clinton’s rebuking of Netanyahu for 45 minutes over the phone. 
In addition to Israel, Biden will visit the Palestinian territories 
(where he will meet with Palestinian Authority President Mah-
moud Abbas), Jordan, and the United Arab Emirates.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Obama To Use UN to Divide Jerusalem
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Vassar College Jewish Union Breaks From Hillel
JNS

� e Vassar College Jewish Union o�  cially called itself an "Open Hillel", 
disassociating itself from the Jewish campus umbrella's guidelines on Israel. 
� e Hillel International-a�  liated institution is the second campus organiza-
tion to do so, following Swarthmore Hillel. 

Hillel’s o�  cial guidelines state that the organiza-
tion will not “partner with, house or host organiza-
tions, groups or speakers that delegitimize, demon-
ize or apply a double standard to Israel.” � e "Open 
Hillel" campaign was recently founded by students 
who say they feel excluded from Hillel because they 
believe their criticism of Israel is not accepted.

“� e mission statement of the Vassar Jewish Union calls on us to commit 
to strengthening our pluralistic Jewish community. We recognize that iden-
ti� cation with Israel is not necessarily an integral part of every individual’s 
Jewish identity. We commit to providing a spiritual and cultural home for 
Jewish expression in any form," the Vassar Jewish Union said in a statement.

“VJU will support individual members’ expressions of their own political 
views, and will seek to represent this diversity with its programming. We welcome 
open discourse concerning Israel, Palestine, and any other relevant and critical 
issues, and will not exclude on the basis of political opinion,” the statement added.

Roz Rothstein, CEO of the pro-Israel education group StandWithUs, told 
JNS.org that the Vassar College Jewish Union "will have to read the letter 
to Swarthmore Hillel written by [Hillel President and CEO] Eric Fingerhut, 
which expresses Hillel's new red line and prohibits anti-Zionists from being 
invited to speak under the auspices of Hillel."

"We once again commend Eric for sticking to Hillel's established guide-
lines and implementing them across the country," Rothstein said.

Fingerhut wrote to Swarthmore Hillel in December 2013, "I hope you will 
inform your colleagues on the Student Board of Swarthmore Hillel that Hillel 
International expects all campus organizations that use the Hillel name to 
adhere to these guidelines. No organization that uses the Hillel name may 
choose to do otherwise."

Jacob Baime, executive director of the Israel on Campus Coalition, told 
JNS.org, "'Open Hillel' is a misnomer because Hillel is already the most open 
and pluralistic campus organization on the planet."     

Fingerhut said in a statement, "We have seen the release from the Jewish 
Student Union at Vassar College. We agree that Hillel should and will always 
provide students with an open and pluralistic forum where they can explore 
issues and opinions related to their Jewish identity. We thank the Vassar stu-
dents for their commitment to this value and accept their invitation for fur-
ther conversation."

But Hillel will not "give a platform to groups or individuals to attack the 
Jewish people, Jewish values or the Jewish state’s right to exist," Fingerhut said, 
reiterating the group's Israel guidelines.

"Our expectation is that all Hillel a�  liates will continue to uphold these stan-
dards for partners and co-sponsors," he said. "We look forward to helping every 
Hillel meet the goals of Jewish student exploration, education and identity."

Jewish Academic Saves Klansmen During Brawl 
JNS

A Jewish academic intervened 
in a clash between Ku Klux Klan 
members and counter-protesters 
during an anti-immigration rally 
over the weekend, saving sever-
al Klan members from being at-
tacked by the counter-protesters.

� e clash broke at the rally held 
in Anaheim, Calif., a� er Klan members held signs declaring that “White 
Lives Matter” in response to the “Black Lives Matter” movement. But po-
lice said that a group of counter-protesters who had “the intent of perpetrat-
ing violence” began the brawl. By the end of the brawl, police arrested � ve 
Klan members, but later released them because evidence showed they acted 
in self-defense. Seven people still detained by police were seen beating and 
attacking the Klansmen with wooden posts, police said, according to the As-
sociated Press.

Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism 
at California State University, said he witnessed the brawl and intervened 
because “[the counter-protesters] were so angry, they would have torn these 
folks limb from limb. I was afraid for their lives.”

Levin protected the Klansmen until police arrived. He shot a video of the 
incident, which he posted on Twitter, in which he later asked one of the Klans-
men, “How do you feel that a Jewish person helped save your life today?”  

“I thank you. I thank you,” the Klansman responded, adding that he 
“would have saved a colored man’s life.”

Survey: 62% Of Americans Sympathize With Israel 
JNS 

A strong majority of Americans contin-
ue to sympathize with Israel over the Pales-
tinians, according to a Gallup poll released.

In Gallup’s annual World A� airs survey, 
62 percent of American respondents said 
their sympathies lie with Israel, versus only 
15 percent with the Palestinians. A steady pro-Israel trend has been evident 
in the last 15 years of Gallup surveys on the subject, the polling agency said.

Among all major demographic and political groups of Americans, Israel 
is favored over the Palestinians. Support for Israel is particularly high among 
Protestant Christians at 72 percent and Republicans at 79 percent. But the 
propensity to side with Israel over the Palestinians drops signi� cantly among 
Democrats (53 percent) and nonreligious Americans (41 percent).

Israeli Defense Minister Says Syria Using 
Chemical Weapons During Cease-Fire 
JNS

 Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon accused the Syr-
ian government of using chemicals weapons against civil-
ians, including during the current cease-� re.

“� e Syrians used military grade chemical weapons and 
lately have been using materials, chlorine, against civilians, 
including in these very days, a� er the supposed cease-� re, 
dropping barrels of chlorine on civilians,” Ya’alon said 
during a speech at a conference near Tel Aviv, the Jerusalem Post reported. 

Despite agreeing in 2013 to dismantle and hand over its chemical weapons 
stockpile, reports have indicated that the Syrian government has repeated-
ly used chlorine barrel bombs against its opponents. While chlorine use is 
banned by the International Chemical Weapons Convention treaty, it was 
exempt from the 2013 agreement because of its industrial uses, such as for 
water puri� cation. 

In an attempt to end the � ve-year-old Syrian civil war, the United States 
and Russia brokered a cease-� re that took e� ect on Feb. 27. But opposition 
groups have accused the Syrian government of violating the cease-� re, an 
allegation that Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has denied. 

NY State Bill Proposes Ban on Anti-Semitic Textbooks 
JNS 

State lawmakers in New York have proposed a new 
bill that would ban anti-Semitic textbooks from schools.

Textbooks and materials that misrepresent historical 
depictions of Jews, Christians, African-Americans, and 
other racial, ethnic, or religious groups would be prohib-
ited in New York’s statewide Common Core curriculum.

“� e bias that exists in some textbooks currently in 
use today simply does not accurately represent Judeo-Christian history in the 
United States. By creating this commission, New York State will be in a bet-
ter position to have input and oversight on what textbooks and instructional 
materials get used in our elementary schools,” said State Assemblyman Brian 
Curran, who recently held a press conference to discuss the bill, which he is 
jointly proposing with Assemblyman Dov Hikind.

� e bill would create a commission to review textbooks and prohibit any 
that are found to have pro-Islamic bias, anti-Semitic, and anti-Judeo/Chris-
tian bias, or other forms of bias.

“Unfortunately, circumstances have proven the need to address anti-Sem-
itism and the ongoing bias toward people of di� erent race, religion, and eth-
nicity within our state public-school systems,” Hikind said.
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Canada’s Justin Trudeau Backs Anti-BDS Bill, But Leaves Israel ‘Guessing’
Sean Savage/JnS

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, whose election victory over 
Stephen Harper last year ended near-
ly a decade of Conservative party rule 
in Canada, recently made a significant 
pro-Israel policy move. But questions 
on Israel linger for the Canadian leader.

During the election, many ques-
tions arose regarding Trudeau’s lim-
ited foreign policy experience. Under 
Harper, Canada became one of Isra-
el’s top allies, regularly defending the 
Jewish state in international forums 
as well as boosting bilateral trade and 
cultural ties. Concern arose in some 
pro-Israel circles that Trudeau, who 
as a center-left Liberal party leader 
promised a new and more nuanced 
approach to foreign policy, would 
erode Canadian support for Israel at 
a critical time. 

Trudeau seemingly put such con-
cern to rest by supporting a bill in-
troduced by the Conservatives, who 
are now in the Canadian opposition, 
that condemned the anti-Israel Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement.

The measure, which passed Feb. 
22 in a 229-51 vote, rejects “the Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement, which promotes the de-
monization and delegitimization of 
the State of Israel, and calls upon the 
government to condemn any and all 
attempts by Canadian organizations, 
groups or individuals to promote the 
BDS movement, both here at home 
and abroad.”

“We must fight anti-Semitism in 
all its forms,” Canadian Foreign Min-
ister Stephane Dion said in a state-
ment supporting the legislation. “We 
must oppose the boycott, divest, sanc-
tions campaign in our communities 
and continue to speak out forcefully 
against them.”

The bipartisan rejection of BDS 
was roundly praised by Canadian Jew-
ish organizations.

“We applaud our elected represen-
tatives for speaking out against BDS in 
the House of Commons today. There 
is clear agreement: BDS is hateful, di-
visive, and counter-productive,” the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, 
the non-partisan advocacy arm of the 
Jewish Federations of Canada, said at 
the time.

Michael Mostyn, CEO of B’nai 
Brith Canada, said the House of 
Commons vote “is a great first step in 
recognizing the anti-Israeli Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment for what it is, another form of 
anti-Semitism.”

Yet despite the overwhelming bi-
partisan approval, some questions re-
main over whether or not Trudeau’s 
government genuinely supported the 
Conservative-led resolution.

“The motion was brought to the 
House by the popular Conservative 
MP Michelle Rempel and her caucus 
colleague Tony Clement, a powerful 
cabinet minister in Stephen Harp-
er’s Conservative government, which 
went down in defeat in last October’s 
polls,” Terry Glavin, a columnist for 
Canada’s Ottawa Citizen newspaper, 
told JNS.org.

“The opposition motion follows on 
a similar but harder-line approach to 
the BDS movement adopted earlier 
by the British House of Commons,” 
he said. “The anti-BDS motion is also 
consistent with the Conservative strat-
egy at the moment of trying to domi-
nate the House agenda from the Op-
position benches.”

Trudeau’s foreign minister, Dion, 
accused the opposition Conservative 
party of using the resolution—and Is-
rael in general—as a wedge issue. 

“We will support it (the anti-BDS 
bill) because we agree with the sub-
stance of it, although we do have some 
reservations about its form and about 
the Conservative party’s real inten-
tions,” Dion said during a parliament 
debate on Feb. 18. 

In particular, Dion took issue with 
the resolution’s rhetoric, which he 
said “elicits mistrust.”

“Yes, some supporters of the boy-
cott have bad intentions, do not want 
peace, and are working against Israel,” 
Dion said, adding that some BDS sup-
porters are “mistaken in good faith.”

“Many organizations and individu-
als in Canada and abroad support the 
BDS movement out of the belief that 
it will somehow accelerate the peace 
process and be a non-violent initiative 
that leads to a lasting resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” he said.

Glavin believes Dion’s comments 
reflect bitter resentment towards the 
Conservatives, who championed sup-
port for Israel during their term in 
power. 

“It is certainly true that Canada’s 
Jews were traditionally Liberal voters 
before Stephen Harper’s Conserva-
tives came along, and the Conserva-
tives have persisted in demonstrating 
their pro-Israel bona fides to the Lib-
erals’ disadvantage. But Dion’s com-
plaints did ring a bit hollow,” Glavin 
told JNS.org.

Although Trudeau has continued 
Canada’s strong support for Israel, he 
has come under the microscope for 

his handling of radical Is-
lam, including with regard 
to Canada’s involvement 
in the U.S.-led coalition 
against the Islamic State 
terror group. 

Last December, Trudeau 
was criticized for his ap-
pointment of Omar Algh-
abra as parliamentary secre-
tary to the Canadian foreign 
minister. Alghabra, who 
was born in Saudi Arabia, 
formerly headed the Canadian Arab 
Federation in 2004 and 2005, which 
had its funding cut by the Canadian 
government in 2009 because it report-
edly expressed support for the Hamas 
and Hezbollah terror groups.

Trudeau also drew opposition 
from leading Canadian Jewish groups 
for a proposal to give $15 million to 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), which provides 
aid to Palestinian refugees. UNRWA 
has come under fire for anti-Semitism 
among its staff and for abetting terror-
ism. 

“Canada’s commitment to helping 
the Palestinian people with humani-
tarian aid and development assistance 
can have far greater impact if it is di-
rected through the Representative Of-
fice of Canada in Ramallah rather than 
via the general budget of UNRWA,” 
Shimon Fogel, CEO of the Centre for 
Israel and Jewish Affairs, recently said. 

Additionally, Trudeau took heat 
from some Jewish leaders in January 
for omitting any mention of the Jewish 
victims of the Holocaust or anti-Semi-
tism from his International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day statement.

Trudeau “has cultivated a very bad 
habit of inarticulacy and equivocation 
in his statements on the Israelis and 
Palestinians, Iran, Islamist terrorism, 
and issues of concern to friends of Is-
rael,” said Glavin.

“When he’s pressed on these mat-
ters, he usually calms anxieties, some-
times quite forcefully, but it is worri-
some,” he said.

In a controversial move, Trudeau 
recently decided to end Canada’s 
participation in the U.S.-led coali-
tion’s airstrikes against Islamic State. 
Trudeau had promised to do so 
during his election campaign. Instead, 
Canada will beef up its presence of 
special-operations soldiers in Iraq. 

“I am extremely confident that this 
mission not only is better than our last 
mission, but is the right thing to do 
and the right way to do it,” Trudeau 
said in an announcement of his deci-
sion in early February. “Canada has 

many advantages, including hard-
earned abilities in training local troops 
that we gained during 10 years in Af-
ghanistan and other theaters, where 
we can actually offer the best help in a 
different way.”

Canada’s Conservative party, how-
ever, accused Trudeau of “stepping 
back” while other countries were in-
creasing their participation in the fight 
against Islamic State.

“There’s no greater threat to hu-
man rights in the world than the Is-
lamic State, and Mr. Trudeau doesn’t 
think it’s our fight. It’s shameful,” in-
terim Conservative party leader Rona 
Ambrose said at the time. 

Yet Glavin said he saw “little 
downside” in Trudeau’s decision to 
end Canada’s involvement in the air-
strikes, arguing that tripling Canadian 
special forces in Iraq may indeed be 
more useful.

“Canada does continue to make 
its presence felt in the anti-ISIS coali-
tion,” said Glavin. “It is a small, useful 
thing for which Canada might deserve 
some credit in what is, tragically, the 
Obama administration’s feeble re-
sponse to the crisis.”

Whether or not it was the right 
move, Trudeau’s decision on the air-
strikes shows his willingness to be 
more experimental than Harper on 
foreign policy. Where does that leave 
Israel, which has come to rely on Can-
ada’s stalwart support in the interna-
tional arena? Despite Trudeau’s sup-
port for the anti-BDS measure, Glavin 
believes that an element of mystery 
remains.

“Although there remains very little 
difference between the Conservative 
and Liberal policies on the Israelis 
and Palestinians, and the Middle East 
generally, with the Harper Conserva-
tives at least one always knew where 
one stood,” Glavin said. “Canada was 
full-throated in its support for Israel 
and there was no guessing required. 
The Liberals, in their defense, might 
be said to merely favor a more nu-
anced, sophisticated sort of tone. But 
it does leave people guessing.”



WORLD NEWS 95FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

718.692.1144 | thefjj.comMARCH 10, 2016

Egyptian Lawmaker Ousted After 
Meeting With Israeli Ambassador 

JNS 

Egyptian Member of Parliament (MP) Tawfik Okasha was removed 
from office in the aftermath of his hosting of Israeli Ambassador to Egypt 
Haim Koren for dinner at his home.

Two-thirds of Egyptian MPs voted in favor of Okasha’s expulsion, claim-
ing that he infringed on Egyptian policy—which opposes normalization 
with Israel—and that the meeting damaged relations with Egypt’s other 
neighbors.

Three days earlier, an Egyptian MP threw a shoe at Okasha during a 
parliament session, demanding that Okasha be dismissed from his position. 
Okasha had publicly announced the invitation of Koren on his TV show, 
saying that he and Koren planned to discuss Israeli mediation of Egypt’s 
Nile River dispute with Ethiopia as well as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Following the three-hour meeting, the two leaders agreed to continue 
meeting and collaborating in the future.

According to a recent survey by the Egyptian news website Barlamani, 
90 percent of Egyptians opposed the meeting between Okasha and Koren. 
That sentiment comes despite the warming of Israel-Egypt relations on 
the government level in recent years, particularly the shared goal of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi to combat Islamist terrorism. Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty 
in 1979.

EU Businesses Urge ‘Occupied Territories’ Labels for 
Israeli Settlement Products 
JNS 

The European Union (EU), 
responding to demands by busi-
nesses in its member nations, 
plans to step up its labeling 
measures for Israeli products 
by requiring farmers based be-
yond the 1967 lines to clearly 
label produce as coming from 
“the occupied territories,” Israel 
Hayom. 

Farmers in Israel’s Jordan 
Valley were recently informed 
by two companies that export their produce to the EU that the new directive 
will take effect in mid-April. One Israeli exporter told Israel Hayom that fol-
lowing the EU’s decision to remove “Made in Israel” labels from settlement 
products in November 2015, many clients across Europe have made arrange-
ments to implement the directive.

EU guidelines have left the exact nature of product labeling to the discre-
tion of each member state. For the most part, settlement products imported 
to the EU are repackaged upon arrival at their destination, and a small sticker 
is added indicating Judea and Samaria as the goods’ point of origin. But one 
exporter said he was recently approached by several German supermarket 
chains which told him that Israeli manufacturers must now label their prod-
ucts prominently to indicate to consumers that they were “manufactured in 
territories occupied by the Israeli government.” Some German clients have 
decided to cease importing settlement goods altogether, he said.

The Dutch Agriculture Ministry informed importers that Israeli settlement 
products must be clearly labeled before leaving Israel, according to the Israel 
Hayom report.

“This is a purely anti-Semitic decision,” David Elhayani, the head of Israel’s 
Jordan Valley Regional Council, told Israel Hayom. “This is because we’re Jews. 
This is an act of humiliation, and they (the EU) are trying to make it look like 
we’re occupiers and land thieves.”

NASA: Recent Mediterranean Drought  
Was Region’s Worst In 900 Years 
JNS 

A newly published National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) study has concluded that a drought from 1998-2012 in the eastern 
Mediterranean was the region’s worst drought during the past 900 years.

The drought’s history in Cyprus, Israel, the Palestinian territories, Jor-
dan, Lebanon, Syria, and Turkey was reconstructed by studying tree rings 
in order to understand the region’s climate and determine what shifts water 
to or from the area. Dry years are indicated by thin tree rings, and relatively 
wet years are indicated by thick rings, according to NASA.

The research seeks to improve computer models that simulate climate 
in the present and the future. NASA’s team also discovered patterns in the 
geographic distribution of droughts that provide a “fingerprint” for identi-
fying droughts induced by human-driven climate change.

“The magnitude and significance of human climate change requires 
us to really understand the full range of natural climate variability,” said 
Dr. Ben Cook, lead author and climate scientist at NASA’s Goddard Insti-
tute for Space Studies and the Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory at New 
York’s Columbia University. 

“If we look at recent events and we start to see anomalies that are outside 
this range of natural variability, then we can say with some confidence that 
it looks like this particular event or this series of events had some kind of 
human caused climate change contribution,” he said.

Israel ‘Very Concerned’ Over Growing Iranian Power
JNS

Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon said Israel 
is “very concerned” about the growing Iranian pres-
ence in Syria amid the latter country’s five-year-old 
civil war. 

Israel is “very concerned by the strengthening of 
Iran in Syria, which will lead to a strengthening of 
the Shi’ite axis, in a negative manner,” Ya’alon said 
during a meeting with his Italian counterpart, Rober-
ta Pinotti, in Tel Aviv. 

“This could encourage Iran to continue to activate 
a terror front against us from the Golan Heights. Iran 
will also continue to invest the money it will receive from sanctions relief in 
the development and acquisition of new weapons systems, and the building 
and fortification of terror proxies in the Middle East, Europe, and America, to 
spread terrorism around the world,” he added.

While Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has been a close ally of Iran for 
many years, the ongoing Syrian civil war has allowed Iran to grow its military 
and economic presence in the country while the Syrian government’s resourc-
es have dwindled. Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed Shi’a Lebanese terror group, 
along with Shi’a Iraqi and Iranian militias, have been fighting alongside the 
Syrian government for the past few years.

At the same time, Russia’s entrance into the Syria civil war last year on the 
side of the Syrian government has allowed Syria, the Iranian-backed militias, 
Hezbollah to make significant gains in their fight against rebel groups.

A tenuous cease-fire brokered by the U.S. and Russia has been in place in 
Syria since Feb. 27 as world powers try to end the conflict. 
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Gulf States Designate Hezbollah As Terror Group 
JNS 

The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC)—which includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emir-
ates—formally declared Hezbollah as a terrorist 
organization in the wake of a growing standoff be-
tween the Sunni Muslim Gulf states and Hezbol-
lah-funding Shi’a Muslim Iran.

The GCC’s secretary general,  Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani, declared that the six countries 
“consider the actions of Hezbollah militias in GCC countries, and the ter-
rorist actions and incitements it conducts throughout Syria, Yemen, and 
Iraq...incompatible with the moral values, humanitarian principles, and 
international law, and [the actions] pose a threat to Arab national security.”

The GCC declaration came in response to a televised speech by Hez-
bollah leader Hassan Nasrallah, in which he accused Saudi Arabia of fu-
eling sectarian instability in the region.

“[Saudi Arabia’s] problem is with Hezbollah. They want the govern-
ment, political powers, and Lebanese people inside and outside Lebanon 
to stand in the face of Hezbollah so that it abandons its stance from Saudi 
[Arabia], even if that requires incitements, civil war, or toppling the gov-
ernment,” Nasrallah said, the Wall Street Journal reported.

Israel’s U.N. Envoy Blasts ‘Pure Anti-Semitism’  
Of Palestinian Foreign Minister 
JNS

Palestinian Authority Foreign Minister Riyad 
al-Maliki called on all nations of the world to deny en-
try to Israeli settlers, comments that Israeli Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations Danny Danon described as 
“pure anti-Semitism.”

“The international community must not deal direct-
ly or indirectly with the occupation system,” Maliki 
told the U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva.

Maliki said that all nations of the world “must not 
allow the entry of illegal settlers.” He then called on the 
international community to “boycott the settlements and the products of settle-
ments and threaten to impose economic sanctions on the occupying entity.” Ma-
liki also urged the U.N. Security Council to pass a resolution condemning Israeli 
settlements, saying the resolution should be based on “the international commu-
nity’s consensus on the illegal nature [of the settlements].”

Israel’s Danon harshly condemned Maliki’s statements, calling them “pure an-
ti-Semitism reminiscent of darker times.”

“The international community must denounce the Palestinian foreign minis-
ter’s remarks and unequivocally condemn all manifestations of anti-Semitism,” 
Danon said.

THE TORAH SAFETY COMMISSION

urges everyone to put

Hatzalah's
number

into the speed dial of their
cell phones and the memory

of their home phones.

PUBLIC ALERT
Egypt Kicks Away Friendly 
Soccer Match With Israel 

JNS 

Egyptian soccer officials have rejected an Israeli proposal to 
hold a friendly soccer match between the two countries in Israel.

“The main objective behind the request is to break the bar-
riers between the two countries and to spread a peaceful atmo-
sphere,” the Israeli Football Association said when announcing 
its invitation, Haaretz reported.

Azmi Megahed, media spokesman for the Egyptian Football 
Association, said, “We will not agree to any matches with the Is-
rael national team or any Israeli clubs….The idea of facing Israel 
is unacceptable to us because the Egyptian people would never 
agree to it.”

Egypt’s rejection of the soccer match comes after Egyptian 
Member of Parliament Tawfik Okasha was removed from office 
in the aftermath of his hosting of Israeli Ambassador to Egypt 
Haim Koren for dinner at his home. 

Despite those two incidents, Israel-Egypt relations have 
warmed in recent years under Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi, with the two countries quietly cooperating on fighting 
both Islamic State-affiliated terrorism in the Sinai Peninsula and 
the Gaza-ruling Hamas terror group. Egypt’s new ambassador 
to Israel, Hazem Khairat, recently presented his diplomatic cre-
dentials to Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, officially becoming 
Egypt’s first envoy to Israel since 2012.

Al-Qaeda Warns: ‘We Are Coming’ to Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque 
JNS

Posters glorifying the 9/11 hijackers and late 
terrorist leader Osama bin Laden were displayed 
in the city of Mukalla in Yemen in a three-day 
event dubbed “O Aqsa, We Are Coming,” or-
ganized by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP). The event’s title refers to the Al-Aqsa 
mosque on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.

According to a report by the Middle East 
Media Research Institute (MEMRI), the 
AQAP-affiliated Al-Athir media agency shared 
photos from the first evening of the event on 

Twitter, showing hundreds of people, many of 
them youths, in attendance.

The event features several activities, includ-
ing Islamic music performances, martial arts, 
speeches, and video presentations. Posters 
displayed at the event show several deceased 
Al-Qaeda commanders, including bin Laden, 
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, and Saeed al-Shihri.

The MEMRI report said that the phrase “O 
Aqsa, we are coming,” has become almost an of-
ficial sign-off for AQAP in any productions by 
its official media arm, al-Malahem.
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German University Cancels BDS Movement Event 
JNS 

Ruhr University Bochum (RUB), one of 
Germany’s largest universities, announced 
that it has cancelled an anti-Israel Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement 
lecture that was scheduled for this month.

“The university management cancelled the 
event taking place in RUB’s rooms,” the uni-
versity wrote to the Jerusalem Post via Twitter. 
The university also posted a cancellation notice on its website.

Salah Al-Khawaja, a member of the executive committee of the Palestinian BDS National 
Committee, was scheduled to speak about “Palestinian civil resistance against the Israeli oc-
cupation power and settler politics as well as the Stop the Wall and BDS campaigns.”

RUB’s cancellation notice stated that organizers of the anti-Israel event had “rented a room 
for March 18 in the [university’s] Blue Square. The Ruhr University Bochum distances itself 
from content of the announcement [for the BDS talk]. The event is cancelled because of these 
reasons and will not take place in the Blue Square.”

RUB is one of the five largest academic institutions in Germany, with more than 44,000 
students enrolled in 2015.

In Iran, We Don’t Have Moderates Like In Your Country 
JNS

You don’t hear that much these 
days about Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
the former Iranian president whose 
penchant for denying the Holocaust at 
every opportunity became legendary. 

If conventional wisdom is to be 
taken at face value, the reason for that 
is simple: The era of Ahmadinejad 
came to an end in 2013, when he was 
replaced by the current incumbent, 
Hassan Rouhani. Where a semi-liter-
ate fanatic once reigned, there is now 
in his place an avuncular model of 
good sense. Iran’s main aim present-
ly, it follows, is to reintegrate itself into 
the international system through trade 
and renewed foreign investment.

It’s this deeply faulty thinking that 
informs both the nuclear deal with Iran 
reached last year as well as the lion’s 
share of media coverage of the recent 
Iranian parliamentary elections. Iran, 
we are told, is divided between “hard-
liners” and “moderates.” The duty of 
the West is to support the “moderates,” 
whose electoral triumph is a timely 
demonstration that the engagement 
strategy with Tehran is paying off.

But you can, and perhaps should, 
look at this situation entirely differ-
ently. The Islamic Republic has good 
reason to think fondly of Ahmadine-
jad, no matter how much the outside 
world insists that he was just an ir-
ritating blip on the road to lucrative 
deals with German car manufactur-
ers and French industrialists. After 
all, it was Ahmadinejad who in 2009 
led the brutal charge—at the behest 
of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guards Corps—against the 
Iranian democracy movement.

Though there were more people 
demonstrating in the streets in 2009 
than even in 1979, when the Islamist 
revolution brought down the Shah, 
Western policymakers act as if none 
of that ever happened. Such airbrush-
ing of history allows them to cast 
Rouhani, whose fealty to the Iranian 
variant of Islamist rule has never wa-
vered, as a “moderate.”

Whereas, as Ahmadinejad would 
remember well, the true moderates 
are exiled, or dead, or operating un-
derground, or languishing in mon-
strous jails like Tehran’s Evin Prison. 
Moreover, the fact that a majority of 
candidates for both parliament and 
the “Assembly of Experts” were reject-
ed by the Guardians Council shows 
what a travesty of democracy these 
elections are.

With Rouhani in power, the tradi-
tional understanding of what consti-
tutes a “moderate” has been stretched 
beyond recognition. To be a “moder-
ate” in Iran these days, you don’t have 
to disavow the regime’s military and 
operational backing, in concert with 
Russia, for the deranged Bashar al-As-
sad dictatorship in Syria. You don’t have 
to pledge that $150 billion in recouped 
funds from sanctions relief will be spent 
on public health, or children’s literacy 
programs, instead of Shi’a terrorist or-
ganizations in Iraq and Lebanon. You 
don’t have to stop roaring slogans like 
“Death to Israel!” and “Death to Amer-
ica!” at public demonstrations. All that 
is required for exemption from “hard-
liner” status is a broad show of support 
for the nuclear deal.

Thus does Iran play its role in 
maintaining the fiction that the nu-
clear deal will usher in an era of 

peace, with Tehran suf-
ficiently incentivized to 
acknowledge the mild 
restrictions on its nuclear 
development negotiated 
in Geneva. Ultimately, 
it’s all based on faith that 
Iran’s regime will nev-
er weaponize its nuclear 
program. 

U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez 
(D-N.J.), a former chair of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, put 
it eloquently just after the deal was 
announced. “This deal is based on 
hope,” Menendez said. “Hope that 
when the nuclear sunset clause ex-
pires, Iran will have succumbed to 
the benefits of commerce and global 
integration. Hope that the hardliners 
will have lost their power and the rev-
olution will end its hegemonic goals. 
And hope that the regime will allow 
the Iranian people to decide their fate. 
Hope is part of human nature, but un-
fortunately it is not a national security 
strategy.”

Examining his words more close-
ly, one might say that Menendez was 
being overly generous. What passes 
for a strategy is predicated on the be-
lief that Iran will grab at everything 
it can except for a nuclear bomb, and 
that’s something we can live with. That 
means Iran will continue, with outside 
acquiescence, sponsoring Assad’s car-
nage in Syria, confident that the U.S. 
and Europe will do nothing to counter 
the tyrant’s boast to a German broad-
caster that the “restraint” he is suppos-
edly showing “has a limit.” (For Assad, 
there are no limits, as he proved when 
he unleashed chemical weapons on his 
own population.) In this context, Iran’s 

role is to ensure that its interest in re-
gional domination lies at the heart of 
Assad’s governing doctrine. Overall, 
the preservation and management of 
this axis is the task of Russia, whose 
footprint over this part of the Middle 
East has expanded in tandem with 
America’s withdrawal.

The important point to remem-
ber is that America hasn’t lost all of 
its leverage when it comes to reigning 
in Iran, assuming it can summon the 
political will to do so. As one Iran 
expert told me, “We’re talking about 
a $3 trillion economy against a $180 
billion economy.” European banks 
will be highly cautious in dealings 
with Iran if there is a credible threat 
of renewed sanctions emanating from 
the U.S., which will in turn hamper 
outside investment. 

But at the moment, President 
Barack Obama is doing the opposite, 
encouraging a climate of econom-
ic security around Iran. Should the 
ghastly vision of a Donald Trump 
presidency come to fruition, the es-
sence of this policy will likely con-
tinue, and will be further softened by 
Trump’s eagerness to please Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. That’s an 
outcome that Iran’s ruling “mod-
erates,” in whom we have placed so 
much trust, will doubtless welcome.

Iranian Nuclear Chief: Israel Not A Threat 
Because It’s Not A State 
JNS 

Iran’s nuclear chief said that Isra-
el does not pose a threat to the Islam-
ic Republic because it is not a state.

“We essentially do not see [Israel] 
as a state, therefore it’s not a threat to 
Iran,” the London-based news outlet 
Al-Araby Al-Jadeed quoted Ali Ak-
bar Salehi, director of the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran, as say-
ing in an interview published.

Salehi was responding to a question about whether or not 
he thinks an Israeli-Iranian war could arise as a result of last 
year’s nuclear deal between Iran and world powers, an agree-
ment that Israel staunchly opposes. Salehi was a major player 
in the nuclear negotiations that brought about the deal, which 
lifted about $150 billion in global sanctions on Iran.
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SHABBETAI, R’ Moshe
 ( — 1869)
Worthy scholar and administra-

tor of charitable institutions in Aram 
Soba. He passed away on 26 Tevet, 
5630 (1869).

SHALOM, Mr. Isaac
 (1885 — 1968)
Distinguished philanthropist and 

civic leader. He was a unique indi-
vidual who became renowned for 
his e� orts on behalf of the Ameri-
can Syrian Jewish community, and 
as founder of the Ozar HaTorah 
schools for the Sephardic children of 
Israel, North Africa, and Europe.

He was born in 1885 in Aram 
Soba to Josef and Nizha Shalom, G-d 
fearing people of modest means. As 
a teenager, Isaac became a textile 
salesman working for a local mer-
chant in Aram Soba. An attempt at 
starting his own business was not � -
nancially rewarding, but served as a 
good learning experience.

In 1910, at the age of 25 Isaac 
Shalom joined the great wave of 
immigrants making their way to 
the United States. Like many of his 
countrymen he became a door-to-
door linen peddler on the teeming 
streets of Manhattan’s Lower East 
Side. Like many of the other peddlers 
from Syria he spoke no English and 
had to wear his name and address 
pinned to the front of his coat for 
identi� cation. However, Isaac dis-
tinguished himself as an outstanding 
salesman. He soon became one of 
the “Oriental” jobbers, a group of ten 
Syrian merchants headquartered on 
Allen Street. With the improvement 
in his situation, Isaac sent for his 
family and in 1917 he married Alice 
Chabot, sister of Morris (Chabot) 

Levy and Mr. Bert Chabot (Levy), 
who is remembered in her own right 
for her work in the community.

In 1919 he established the hand-
kerchief � rm of I. Shalom & Co., 
which developed into one of the 
leading manufacturers of men’s 
and ladies’ accessories in the U.S. 
However, for Isaac Shalom, material 
success meant very little. It was just 
a means by which he could advance 
his spiritual goals.

As a lifelong supporter of worthy 
causes, he became a central � gure in 
the growing community which had 
begun to cross the river, leaving the 
crowded tenements of the Lower 
East Side for the tree-lined avenues 
of Brooklyn. He organized and led 
the congregation Shaare Zion, which 
was the � rst American congrega-
tion devoted to preserving the tra-
ditions and heritage of Aram Soba. 
He worked to help the thousands of 
arrivals from Syria and Egypt adjust 
to their new life in America. Be-
sides providing assistance in � nding 
a place to live and a way to make a 
living, he looked a� er the newcom-
er’s spiritual welfare, arranging for 
rabbis and teachers to ensure that 
the link with the Aram Soba heritage 
was preserved.

He was a man of honor, well liked 
and well trusted, o� en called upon 
to arbitrate disputes. His last name, 
meaning “peace,” was certainly no 
misnomer.

In 1934 Isaac and his wife traveled 
to the Europe and the Middle East at 
the behest of Mr. Joseph Shamah, 
who was a devoted activist for Jewish 
education. What they found was one 
million Jews of Sephardic descent, 
mired in poverty and oppression. 

He realized that without schooling 
and the Western tools of progress 
the children of these communities 
would soon be lost entirely to their 
heritage. Nor could he ignore the 
threat which the Nazis posed to the 
Jews of Europe. He worked close-
ly with R’ Abraham Kalmanowitz, 
who led the entire Mirrer Yeshiva 
to safety through Siberia to Shang-
hai, and with R’ Aharon Kotler, who 
took the same route with some of 
his students, emerging to found the 
Lakewood Yeshiva and the Vaad 
Hatzolah (committee for Jewish res-
cue in the United States). He worked 
with R’ Eliezer Silver, Mr. Irving 
Bunim, and many other leaders 
of the Vaad Hatzolah, traveling to 
Washington to meet with President 
Roosevelt and other senior govern-
ment people in numerous attempts 
to ransom individuals from Europe.

While the Holocaust laid waste 
to Eastern Europe, the heritage of 
the Bet Yosef in the Middle East, es-
pecially in North Africa, was under 

siege from the threat of assimilation, 
fueled by hardship and despair. In 
1940, together with Joseph Shamah 
he established the committee to save 
Sephardic Jewry.

After the war, he remembered 
the determination of R’ Abraham 
Kalmanowitz in saving the Mirrer 
Yeshiva and enrolled him in the 
massive challenge of saving Moroc-
can Jewry. He promised to stand 
at his side and persuaded him to 
make a momentous trip to North 
Africa in 1947. In a letter home, R’ 
Kalmanowitz wrote: “Throughout 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, I 
found approximately 60,000 Jewish 
children, over 10,000 of whom have 
been swallowed up by the Alliance 
schools, which are completely de-
void of Torah. Of the approximately

40,000 remaining children … 
most study in chedarim or Talmudei 
Torah, while a completely neglected 
minority have no formal education 
at all.

 To be continued ….
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Maran Harav Ovadia
No to the Church

Although he was a youngster com-
pared to other rabbinic � gures in the 
country, Harav Ovadia was un� inch-
ingly assertive when it came to de-
fending halacha.

In 5709/1949, a gentile diplomat in 
Cairo died. � e chief rabbi couldn’t 
make it to his funeral, so he asked 
Harav Ovadia to represent him. Since 
the deceased was Christian, however, 
the ceremony was to take place in a 
church, and Harav Ovadia balked at 
the idea of attending a church service. 
� e chief rabbi assured him that, his-
torically, many rabbanim in the city 
attended such funerals, and it was nec-
essary for darkei shalom, in order to 
maintain peace with the gentiles. In the 
teshuva he wrote on the subject, Harav 
Ovadia pondered the following issues: 
(a) whether one is allowed to enter a 
house of idol worship; (b) whether a 
church is considered a house of idol 
worship; and (c) whether it would be 
a hillul Hashem (desecration of Hash-
em’s Name) for a rav wearing o�  cial 
rabbinic vestments to appear in a 
church.

He ruled that it was absolutely for-
bidden for a rav to appear in a church 
for this purpose, adding that if this 
was the prevailing custom, it was vital 
that the custom be abolished, because 
it caused a hillul Hashem.

Reforming Shehita
In addition to the many isolated 

skirmishes that Harav Ovadia fought 
in his quest to uphold halacha, there 
were two protracted battles that even-
tually led to his return to Eretz Yisrael.

One of these battles came as no 
surprise to him. Even before taking 
the position in Cairo, he heard from 
recent immigrants to Eretz Yisrael 
that the shehita in the city was ques-
tionable, and that many G-d-fearing 
residents weren’t willing to eat meat 
or poultry slaughtered by the local 
shohtim.

Upon arriving in Cairo, he discov-
ered that the local system of shehita 
was rife with corruption, which was 
an outgrowth of previous batei din be-
ing more concerned about protecting 
the rights of the individual shohtim 
than about the community’s need 
for reliable shehita. He writes that the 
local shohtim were wary of newcom-
ers entering into their industry, and 
the batei din protected these shohtim 

when they brought a newcomer to a 
din Torah claiming he was infringing 
on their territory. � e result was that 
nobody bothered to learn shehita, be-
cause they knew they wouldn’t be able 
to use that skill, even if individuals 
brought animals to their homes — let 
alone in an o�  cial slaughterhouse.

“They’ve made shehita into no 
more than a source of income,” Har-
av Ovadia writes of the previous batei 
din, wondering why they never de-
posed older shohtim who no longer 
had the sensitivity in their fingers 
to check their knives properly, and 
why they allowed non-G-d-fearing 
shohtim to continue slaughtering, 
rather than bring in reliable shohtim.

In teshuvot penned mostly during 
his tenure in Cairo, some of which 
were updated and published over the 
course of several decades, Harav Ova-
dia describes the various problems 
that he discovered upon his inspec-
tion of the shehita practices in the city.

� e main problem was that the 
shohtim felt that they, not the rab-
banim, reigned supreme, and they 
felt comfortable threatening the rab-
banim — or even resorting to vio-
lence — if they didn’t get their way. 
In addition, many of the shohtim were 
lacking in yirat Shamayim, which was 
re� ected not only in their approach to 
shehita, but also in their generally lax 
approach to halacha.

For the Love of Money
In his teshuvot, Harav Ovadia doc-

uments some of the battles he fought 
against shohtim who were violating 
halacha:

A shohet, Mr. L., was caught ac-
cepting money on Yom Tov for 
slaughtering animals. (Slaughtering 
for commercial bene� t is prohibited 
on Yom Tov.) When Harav Ovadia 
heard about this blatant violation of 
halacha, he sent two valid witnesses to 
observe it in action. A� er the hag was 
over, he summoned Mr. L. and one of 
the witnesses to beit din, and had the 
witness testify before Mr. L. Not only 
did Mr. L. deny the claim, he actually 
swore, using the word “Hashem,” that 
it wasn’t true.

Rav Ovadia then summoned the 
other witness. As soon as Mr. L. re-
alized that there were two valid wit-
nesses, he backtracked from his initial 
denial, but the damage had already 
been done: not only had he been seen 

accepting money on a hag, he had ex-
acerbated his transgression by swear-
ing falsely.

� e beit din suspended Mr. L. from 
shehita until a� er Shavuot, stipulating 
that if he proved by then that he was 
keeping halacha properly, he would 
be reinstated as a shohet. If, however, 
he would violate the suspension, his 
shehita privileges would be terminat-
ed permanently.

� ere was a custom among Cai-
ro’s Jewish residents to slaughter 
ducks for Shavuot, and when Harav 
Ovadia went to check the knives of 
the shohtim, he found Mr. L. in the 
slaughterhouse sporting a blood-
stained shirt.

“Did you slaughter?” he asked.
“No,” answered Mr. L.
“Tell me the truth,” Harav Ovadia 

persisted. “Did you slaughter?”
“Yes,” Mr. L. admitted, “I did.”
Rav Ovadia instructed him to leave 

the slaughterhouse and to come to the 
beit din a� er the hag, at which point 
the dayanim would decide whether he 
would ever be reinstated as a shohet.

By the time Harav Ovadia returned 
home from the slaughterhouse, there 
was a “welcoming committee” await-
ing him. Mr. L. and several of his Arab 
friends who helped butcher the meat af-
ter the shehita were loitering in front of 
his home, waiting to beat him for hav-
ing taken a stand against Mr. L. Har-
av Ovadia writes that he was saved by 
some sort of miracle, though he doesn’t 
explain exactly how he was spared.

He adds that one of Mr. L.’s neigh-
bors later testi� ed that he saw Mr. L. 
pay an Arab a signi� cant sum to kill 
Harav Ovadia. 

Sometimes, it wasn’t open disregard 
for HALACHA that Harav Ovadia had 
to battle, but sheer ignorance.

RABBI YEHUDA HEIMOWITZ, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH
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BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

The Torah True 
Talking Zoo

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

Berel
the Bear

I’m Berel, the Bear, 
my color is brown. 
I want to keep fit, 
so I pace up and down!

I like zoo life, 
for if I were free 
All you nice Jewish children I’d 
never see!

As all of you know, 
kosher food is pure 
So for your good health, eat 
kosher, be sure!

Eat kosher food only - kosher 
candy too! 
Obey Torah rules that Hashem 
made for you!

Eat kosher salads 
and kosher meats 
In every store there 
are kosher treats!

Kosher cookies and crackers are 
great! 
You’ll enjoy every 
kosher treat you ate!

Have kosher drinks 
and ice cream too! 
Wherever you are, 
be a KOSHER JEW!

Kashrus:

Kosher Foods
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Crafting Jewish
RIVKY KOENIG, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Mishloach Manos Hamentash

WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 

›  dinner plate

›  1 (12”x18”) sheet of  
beige or brown craft foam

›  pencil

›  scissors

›  hamentashen, food,  
or candy

›  stapler

›  purple tissue paper or  
cellophane paper

›  6”-7” plate, optional

This hamantash looks good enough to eat. Fill it with some 
yummy, edible ones. 

HOW TO DO IT:
1.   Place the plate on the craft foam and trace around the plate.

2.  Cut out the circle of craft foam. Place the hamantashen, food, 
or candy into the center of the circle.

3.   To make the hamantash’s triangular shape, lift up two sides 
of the circle and staple together on top, where the two sides 
meet. Lift up the remaining side and staple to each of the 
other sides (see photo).

4.   Cut out a square of tissue paper or cellophane slightly larger 
than the hamantash’s opening. Stu� the tissue paper or 
cellophane into the opening to cover the food.

Optional: Use a 6”-7” plate as your template to make a smaller 
hamantash (see photo).

Estimated time: 10 minutes
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Flatbush Restaurant Directory
MEAT

BURGERS PLUS .Vaad Harabonim of Flatbush
1878 East 4th Street    718-339-1055

CARLOS & GABBYS . Kehilah Kashrus
1376 Coney Island Ave    718-337-8226

CHAGALL BISTRO . OK         Park Slope
Corner 5th st & 5th Ave    718-832-9777

CRISP . Kehilah Kashrus
3004 Nostrand Avenue    718-758-4785

ESSEN NY DELI . Kehilah Kashrus
1359 Coney Island Ave    718-253-1002

ESTIHANA BROOKLYN 
.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush
1217 Avenue J    718-677-1515

FUJI HANA . Rabbi Gornish 
512 Avenue U    718-336-3888

GOURMET K
1267 Coney Island Ave    718-975-3999

GOURMET ON J 
Kehilah Kashrus/ Vaad Flatbush
1412 Avenue J (E 15th)    718-338-9181

HOLY SCHNITZEL . Kehilah Kashrus
819 Avenue U    718-627-4659

JERUSALEM STEAK HOUSE  
Kehilah/ VaadFlatbush
1319 Avenue J    718-258-8899

JERUSALEM STEAK HOUSE 
 . Vaad of Flatbush
1316 Ave M    718-376-0680

JOSEPH BAR 
1906 Coney Island Ave    718-998-3200

KOLD KUTS  . Tarnopol & Rabbi Sommers
3007 Ave K    718-677-1200

MABAT STEAK HOUSE  . Rabbi Gornish
1809 East 7th Street    718-339-3300

MR. NOSH  . Rabbi Yechiel Babad
3323 Avenue N    718-253-1400

NOSH EXPRESS  . Kehilah Kashrus
2817 Nostrand Avenue    718-677-3600

OLYMPIC PITA . Kehilah Kashrus
1419 Coney Island Ave    718-258-6222

PITA OFF THE CORNER . Rabbi Navaro
1675 E. 2nd    718-627-4122

SCHNITZI . Rabbi Gornish
1299 Coney Island Ave    718-338-4015

SUBSATIONAL . Kehilah Kashrus
1928 Coney Island Ave    718-998-4545

THE SUSHI ROOM . Kehilah Kashrus
462 Avenue P    718-787-4448

TOV U’MAITIV . Rabbi Shlomo Mendelson
2668 Nostrand Ave    718-258-7991

WOLF & LAMB STEAKHOUSE .OK
1635 Coney Island Ave    718-627-4676

YUMMY GRILL . Rabbi Navaro
543 Kings Highway    718-375-7557

YUN KEE / CHAP A NOSH . R' Reisman
1424 Elm Avenue    718-627-0072

DAIRY

AMAZON CAFÉ . OK
1123 Quentin Road    718-382-8360

AVENUE M BAGELS . Kehillah Kashrus
1712 Avenue M    718-336-5139

BACK TO NATURE. Vaad of Flatbush
535 Kings Highway    718-339-0273

BAGEL HOLE  
Kehilah Kashrus / Vaad of Flatbush
1431 Coney Island Ave    718-377-9700

BAGEL HOLE Kehilah Kashrus / Vaad of 
Flatbush
1423 Avenue J    718-258-4150

BAGELS & GREENS . R' Yechiel Babad
1379 Coney Island Ave    718-256-6656

BENNY’S PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish
1418 Avenue J    718-253-1894

BENNY’S PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish
1802 Avenue M    718-787-0050

BON APPETIT . Kehilah Kashrus
1568 Coney Island Ave    718-258-4888

CAFÉ HADAR . Rabbi Gornish
2923 Ave N    718-252-5146

CAFE K . Star-K
1111 Avenue K    718-677-3033

CAFE RENAISSANCE . Rabbi Gornish
802 Kings Highway    718-382-1900

CAFE VENEZIA  . Rabbi Gornish
1391 Coney Island Ave    718-258-5400

CHADASH PIZZA. Vaad of Flatbush
1919 Avenue M    718-253-4793

DAY 5 SUSHI . Kehilah Kashrus
1724 Coney Island Ave    718-513-6662

DIVINE PIZZA . Vaad of Flatbush
1999 McDonald Ave    347-554-8114

EAT N' RUN CAFE  . Kehilla Kashrus
2574 Coney Island Ave.    718-676-0522

GARDEN OF EAT IN.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush
1416 Avenue J    718-252-5289

JERUSALEM II PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish
1424 Avenue M    718-645-4753

JERUSALEM II PIZZA 
.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush
1312 Avenue J    718-338-8156

KAO SUSHI  . Rabbi Gornish
1320 East 19th Street    718-787-0080

KOSHER HUT . Kehilah Kashrus
709 Kings Highway    718-376-8996

MY FAVORITE BAGEL. Vaad of Flatbush
3053 Nostrand Ave    718-998-5933

ORIGINAL BROOKLYN BAGEL 
. Vaad of Flatbush
2835 Nostrand Ave    718-253-5928

PALACE CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus
2603 Nostrand Ave    718-338-9525

PERIZIA KOSHER PIZZA . Kehilah Kashrus
1626 East 16th St    718-513-4900

PESCADA . Rabbi Gornish
509 Avenue P    347-702-5711

PIZZA NOSH. OK / Vaad of Flatbush
2807 Nostrand Ave    718-253-3200

PIZZA PLUS . Vaad Harabonim of Flatbush
1895 Coney Island Ave    718-377-4992

PIZZA TIME . Rabbi Dovid Beck
1324 Avenue J    718-252-8801

PIZZA WORLD CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus
1387 Coney Island Ave    718-758-3572

RAMI’S PIZZA . OK
3005 Avenue K

READY TO ROLL  . Rabbi Gornish
992 East 15th Street    718-676-9860

ROLLS SUSHI & SALAD . Kehilah Kashrus
2928 Avenue P    718-998-2026

SAVOR CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus
2925 Avenue P    718-338-1353

SLICES OF BROOKLYN . Rabbi Gornish
549 Kings Highway    718-627-9668

SOPHIE’S BISTRO . Kehilah Kashrus
1904 Coney Island Ave    718-444-6222

SPOONS . Kehilah Kashrus
2923 Avenue J    718-377-7373

SUNFLOWER CAFE  . Rabbi Gornish
1223 Quentin Road    718-336-1340

SUSHI MESHUGAH . Kehilah Kashrus
1637 East 17th Street    718-676-9484

SUSHI TOKYO . Kehilah Kashrus
627 Kings Highway    718-434-2444

SUSHI TOKYO . Kehilah Kashrus
1360 Coney Island Ave    718-434-2444

TAAM MEVORACH CAFE . Rabbi Gornish
815 Ave U    718-336-3368

TEA FOR TWO LITE . Rabbi Gornish
2811 Nostrand Ave    718-758-2900

THE SUSHI SPOT . Kehilah Kashrus
2462 Nostrand Ave    347-587-5100

Boro Park Restaurant Directory
MEAT

BIG FLEISHIG’S EXPRESS .Rabbi Yechiel 
Babad
5508 16th Ave.    718-435-2779

CHINA GLATT .Rabbi Roth/Tatrikov Bais Din 
4413 13th Ave.    718-438-2576

DELI 52 .Rabbi Beger/Mishkoltz 
5120 13th Ave.    718-436-4830

EL GAUCHO GLATT .Rabbi Yechiel Babad
4102 18th Ave.    718-438-3006

GLATT-A-LA’CARTE .Rabbi Yechiel Babad
5123 18th Ave.    718-438-6675

SUBSATIONAL .RVAAD of BP/ Rabbi Babad
4011 13th Ave.  718-483-8797

THE LOFT STEAKHOUSE . 

Rabbi Babad/Tartikov
1306 40th Street     718-475-5600

VIP GRILL .Rabbi Beger/Mishkoltz
3715 13th Ave.     718-847-3000

DAIRY

BLUE DISH CAFÉ  . Rabbi Eckstein
4905 13th Ave.    718-437-1932

CAFÉ K  . Udavry/StarK
4110 18th Ave.    718-438-1859

CAFÉ PARIS  . Rabbi Gornish
4424 16th Ave.     718-853-2353

CAFÉ SHALVA .Rabbi Yechiel Babad
1305 53rd Street    718-851-1970

CORNER CAFÉ .Tatrikov Bais Din
2 Ditmas Ave.    718-435-2233

DAVINCI CONES
2215 65th Street    347-462-4415

GOBO’S

5425 New Urecht Ave.    718-854-6267

MILK ‘N HONEY  . Rabbi Eckstein
5013 10th Ave.    718-871-4319

NU CAFÉ 47  . Rabbi Gornish
4709 New Utrecht Ave.    718-871-4747

ORCHIDEA  . Rabbi Beck/ Rabbi Roth
4815 12th Ave.     718-686-7500

PERIZIA PIZZA  . Kehilla Kashrus
1626 E. 16th St.     718-513-4900

SPOONS  . Rabbi Roth
5001 13th Ave.    718-633-5555
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Buffet Night  
Is Back! 
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DR. JOEL ROSENSHEIN

Successful Marriage
MARRIAGES ARE 
MADE IN HEAVEN...

We are living in a time when 
there is a tremendous increase 
in divorces among the Orthodox 
community. � is increase is found 
among all groups within Yiddish-
keit - Chassidim, Misnagdim, Mod-
ern Orthodox etc. When you speak 
to any Mechanech/Mechaneches, 
Principal or Executive Director of 
a Yeshiva or Bais Yaakov they will 
con� rm that they are continuously 
busy helping the children of these 
marriages gone astray. It beseeches 
all of us to look into ourselves and 
our ways and try to understand and 
stop this ever-increasing and multi-
plying problem.

Many years ago Rebbetzin Pam, 
a”h, told me that a young lady came 
to her before her wedding and asked 
her “How do I make sure I have a 
peaceful marriage?” Rebbetzin Pam 
responded with two words: Kuk 
Avecht (look away)! She went on to 
explain to the young lady: “In every 
marriage there are things that both-
er one of the spouses. One has to 
learn not to internalize every time 
a spouse disagrees. � is can be true 
about raising the children, which 
Yeshiva or Bais Yaakov to enroll 
their children in, or home issues and 
certainly in accepting criticism in a 
favorable manner.”

We are seeing a generation of 
young people who believe that 
marriage is to make them happy. 
Certainly one should look forward 
with happiness to the spouse they 
choose to marry. We understand 
that Shana Rishona (� rst year of 
marriage) should be replete with 
the couple being happy with each 

other and usually they are. Howev-
er, life moves on, whether it’s mak-
ing a living, having children, raising 
children or just the daily grind of 
life with workloads, Kollel time etc. 
which one has to learn to handle. 
We are living in a pressurized soci-
ety whether it’s a Kollel life where 
the wife has a tremendous burden 
of making parnasah and running 
the house or a working couple who 
are trying to make time for them-
selves, their children and learning 
time. One has to adapt to the needs 
of one’s spouse.
THE BIG “I” 
DESTORYS MARRIAGES!

The purpose of marriage ac-
cording to the Torah is to “be 
fruitful and multiply.” When one 
truly accepts this first mitzvah of 
the Torah as the key to a success-
ful marriage one is able to com-
promise with his/her own personal 
needs. However, in this genera-
tion, many times we do not see this 
mitzvah as the primary purpose of 
marriage, rather we talk about our 
own happiness, meeting all our 
personal wishes and needs and ba-
sically trying to find a friend in our 
spouse. No one is certainly against 
fulfilling any of these needs but if 
one understands the purpose of 
marriage one is able to put a cap 
on these needs when things aren’t 
working 100% their way. 

� e essence of the male and fe-
male relationship is also described 
in the Torah. Rav Yehoshua Ber 
Soloveitchik, zt”l, talks about the 
two di� erent male and female re-
lationships which one sees in the 
opening part of Torah, in the � rst 

book of Bereishis. First G-d dis-
cusses the male and female physical 
relationship, just like the animal 
world, and talks about being fruit-
ful and multiplying. Later it talks 
about Adam � nding a match for 
his social needs and the Torah says 
he couldn’t � nd an Eizer Kenegdo 
(helpmate opposite him). � erefore 
G-d had to take part of Adam to 
create the woman. 

Are there two human races or 
one? There really are two, with 
male needs and female needs be-
ing quite different. For example, 
a woman is asked by her husband 
whether she wants to leave the 
wedding at some point and she 
says yes, now. He then heads for 
the door and expects his wife to ap-
pear in a minute or two. That is not 
the female soul. The woman starts 
to say her good-byes and usually 
appears at the door eight to ten 
minutes later. The smart husband 
knows to expect this, takes a seat 
and doesn’t get upset.

Male and female socialization 
needs are totally different. The 
woman who marries to have a best 
friend may or may not succeed. 
She must keep her friends and not 
expect her husband to fulfill that 
role. He, on the other hand, has his 
own needs whether for a working 
man who enjoys learning for hours 
at night or for a Kollel man who is 
learning all day, the woman often 
feels left out. This is the essence 
of the different male and female 
needs. 

Rav Mattisyahu Solomon, may he 
be well, once told me if a Kollel per-
son is sitting & learning Friday a� er-
noon when wife needs him home, 
that is not Torah learning. � e man 
must put aside time for his wife 
and help her with her Erev Shabbos 
preparations. During the week he 
should set aside time to listen to his 
wife and hear about her day, chil-
dren, etc. � is socialization is part of 
marriage and doesn’t represent the 
other needs of the male and female 
personality. 

� us, one of the key thoughts 
both spouses must keep in mind 
is to sanctify the marriage with the 
right goals and not look for their 
own self-gratification. Of course 
everyone has an ego which needs to 
be satis� ed to some extent, but the 

way to get satisfaction is to think 
of the other person � rst. � is is a 
key component in having a good 
relationship with one’s spouse. � e 
woman can be a queen if she makes 
her husband into a king. � e man 
can be a king if he makes his wife a 
queen. For example, there should be 
no demands but rather say “could 
we” or “could I” etc. Husbands and 
wives have to say please and thank 
you, something many think are 
not necessary for marriage. Yes, a 
husband must bring � owers for his 
wife Erev Shabbos but he also must 
remember that being pleasant and 
realizing how hard it is to run a 
home is an integral part of his ha-
koras hatov to his wife. Just as well, 
when the husband comes home 
from a di�  cult day at work, the 
wife should give him space to relax 
rather than telling him immediately 
about all her terrible problems with 
the kids. She should give him a half 
hour space.

Every husband should give his 
wife at least � � een minutes of undi-
vided attention without cell phones 
and business calls, to talk about her 
day, of course this would be better 
a� er the children are in bed. Yes, 
certainly, meal time can have con-
versations but it’s not a good time 
to discuss serious issues or problems 
with the children, it should be le�  for 
later.

A few rules to remember:
1) � e main purpose of a Torah 

marriage is to raise a beautiful fam-
ily.

2) My spouse has needs and if I 
ful� ll them my needs will be ful� lled.

3) Always remember to comple-
ment before you criticize.

4) Give you spouse time and 
space before beginning serious con-
versations.

5) Shut o�  all cell phones and 
the outside world so you and your 
spouse can have time together.

6) Go out once a week as a couple 
to remember how it was before you 
married.

7) Always remember to say please 
and thank you.

8) Remember Hashem is in your 
home and hears all conversations.

9) Marriages are made in heav-
en and can only be destroyed by the 
people.

10) It’s better to give than receive!
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FJJ Simcha Hall Directory
TO SUBMIT FREE LISTINGS FOR THIS DIRECTORY: EMAIL: INFO@THEFJJ.COM

FLATBUSH HALLS        Capacity Address Phone
Ahavas Torah 250 2961 Nostrand Avenue 718-339-9656

Adas Yeshurun Bais Moshe 120 3418 Avenue N 718-338-8303

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 300 2913 Avenue L 917-554-5640

Agudas Yisroel Snif Zichron Shmuel   85 2141 Coney Island Ave 917-754-8013

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 200 2122 Avenue S 718-375-8083

Ahi Ezer Yeshiva 270 2433 Ocean Parkway 718-648-6100

Avenue N Jewish Center 170 321 Avenue N 718-339-7747

Arrmon Hall 120 2605 Nostrand Ave 718-338-9525

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan 150 1516 East 24th Street 718-252-6942

Beth Torah   600 1061 Ocean Parkway 718-252-9840

Bnei Binyomin 200 727Avenue O 347-372-2350

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 180 2402 Avenue P 917-434-2889/718-692-3309

Chaim Berlin Simcha Hall 350 911 East 13th Street 718-421-0615

Congregation Shaarei Rachamim 300 1244 East 7th Street 718-951-9444

Etz Chaim of Flatbush 160 1649 East 13th Street 718-339-4886

Gvul Yaabetz  1580 Coney Island Ave 718-375-4284

Har Halebanon 350 820 Avenue S 718-998-3538

Kamenitz Hall 300 1904 Avenue N  718-375-0900

Keser Yisroel Mordechai 120 2016 Avenue L 917-743-4444

Keter Torah 150 2220 Avenue L 718-506-6660

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 200 1093 East 21st Street 917-952-7755

Khal Tomchei Torah 120 1966 Ocean Avenue 917.776.6260

Kingsway Jewish Center 300 2902 Kings Highway 718-258-3344

Kings Terrace 500 815 Kings Highway 917-747-6311

Kol Torah 190 2022 Avenue M ktsimchos@gmail.com

Kol Yaakov 1000 1703 McDonald Ave. 718-336-2200

Masores Hall  200 1395 Ocean Ave 718-692-2424

Merkaz HaSimcha 250 1898 Bay Ave  (off M) 718-339-3363

Merkaz Community Center 120 1739 Ocean Avenue 646-261-0196

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 350 59 Gravesend Neck Rd (McDonald/V) 718-336-2023

Oz Yoshir Hall  East 18th St (L & M) 718-677-1665

Parkway Paradise 475 1200 Ocean Parkway (Ave L) 718-252-9500

Prospect Park Yeshiva Cong. 400 1601 Avenue R 718-376-4400

Sasson V’Simcha 450 1223 Coney Island Av 718-758-9700

Sephardic Lebanese Cong. 400 805 Avenue T 718-627-5300

Shaarei Zion 1000 2030 Ocean Parkway 718-336-0300

Sisu V’Simchu 175 4127 18th Ave. 718-758-9700

Stretiner Hall 200 4609 Bay Parkway 718-258-9685

Talmud Torah of Flatbush 200 1305 Coney Island Ave 718-377-2528

Tiferes Chaya-Knesses Bais Avigdor 220 1720 Avenue J 917-843-9938

Toras Chaim D’Flatbush 200 2201 Avenue L 917-952-7755

Torah U’Tefilah  3304 Bedford Avenue 

Veretzky Hall   220 1102 Avenue L 718-252-7777

Yeshiva Bais Yosef   150 1502 Avenue N 347-383-6869

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim/Tiferes Hall   500 1271 East 35th St 718-258-9006

Young Israel of Flatbush 75 1012 Avenue I  718-377-4400

Young Israel of Avenue J   200 1721 Avenue J 718-253-8130

Young Israel of Ave. K/Classic Catering 260 2818 Avenue K 718-692-3100

Young Israel of Midwood   250 1694 Ocean Avenue 718-258-2887

Zichron Mordechai  2645 Nostrand Ave 718-692-3231

CITYWIDE HALLS 
Ateres Avrohom 1200 75 Ross Street 718-302-3700

Ateres Chaya   800 1415 54th Street 718-871-8220

Ateres Chynka   800 129 Elmwood Ave 718-252-8480

Ateres Golda   500 1362 50th Street 718-972-1360

Burshteiner Hall 200 5610 12th Avenue 718-972-0627

Concord Plaza 1000 760 Bedford Ave 718-858-4277

Eden Palace 1000 420 Flushing Ave 718-522-0600

El Caribe   700 5945 Strickland Ave 718-531-1200

Manhattan Beach Jewish Center    800 60 West End Ave 718-891-8100

Marina Del Rey   900 1 Marina Drive, Bronx 718-627-6500

Paradise Manor   250 5802 New Utrecht Ave 718-438-3388

Razag Ballroom   600 739 East New York Ave 718-773-3300

Renaissance Ballroom and Caterers   400 5902 14th Ave 718-853-3030

Rose Castle 1000 380 Flushing Ave 718-797-5500

The Grand Prospect Hall 1200 263 Prospect Ave 718-788-0777

The Palace Ballroom   900 780 McDonald Ave 646-296-0936

Terrace on the Park 1000 52-11 111th Street 718-592-5000

Tiferes Mordechai 500 600 McDonald Ave 917-319-7830

Torah Veyirah   600 5411 Ft. Hamilton 718-871-8220

מזל טוב
ENGAGEMENTS 

Sarah Gitel Schabes to Chaim 
Teitelbaum

Malky Posner to Moshe Yitzchok Rubin

Kayla Goldsmith to Benji Renov

Elisheva Halberstadt to Avrumi Bresler

Esti Levy to Moshe Schreiber 

Rivky Dickstein to Eliezer Eismann

Batya Lankry to Chaim Marcus

Tamar Golubtchik to Avi Seidman

Daniella Lesser to Avi Pernikoff

Chani Gluck to Avrumy Reinman

Tammy Schutz to Alex Greenfield

Elisha Mlotek to Alex Bell

Shoshana Shifman to Yossi Hacker

Chani Neuman to Azi Wolf

Natalie Mordechai to Natanel Skolnick

Tzippy Farkas to Yonatan Balin

Leah Miriam Gurwitz to Aharon Lieberman

Gitty Weber to Odom Edelstein

Michal Wolf to Moshe Gershon Kramer 

WEDDINGS:
Miriam Hartstein to Dovy Halperin

Temima Lock to Daniel Epstein

Gitty Friedman to Yossi Eber

Shirel Benjamin to Eli Drori

Bracha Sklar to Avrumi Simon

BIRTHS:
Baby boy to Rivky and Dani Caller
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Ask the Flatbush

Shadchan
Mrs. Chana Rose

Newlyweds Trying Their Hand in Shidduchim

DEAR MRS. ROSE,
My husband and I are newly married and are trying our hand 

in redting shidduchim.  We feel that the Ribbono Shel Olam was 
good to us and we should at least try to pay back. We have a few dates go-
ing out now and we realize it’s “not so easy” out there. We would like your 
opinion as to what is the appropriate hanhaga a� er a date has gone out. Do 
we have to be on the “chase” for an answer from the parties that went out?  
We just had a Shidduch that went out for the � rst time. � e day a� er, I {I’m 
the one that’s handling the phone calls} was busy for hours just trying to 
get an answer from the boy’s side. I called the home number, cell number, 
o�  ce number and no response. All those numbers that were so readily 
accessible before the date were now silent. What are the responsibilities 
of all the parties? How much does one have to chase?  Also, do you thing 
newlyweds should be doing this? Yes, we are trying, but will quickly burn 
out with this Hanhagah. Mrs. Rose, how are you in this so long?

Newlyweds on the Chase

DEAR NEWLYWEDS ON THE CHASE,
I’ll answer the last part � rst.  Kol Hakovod to you that you 

recognize the Ribbono Shel Olams chesed and are ready to pay-
back. � ere isn’t a nicer venue than Kiyum Klal Yisroel!! Keep up the 
good work.  You are at a place where you both probably have friends that 
are single, right now it’s your time. Who said it is supposed to be easy? 

Now to the date. It would seem to me that once a Shidduch is set up 
and the boy and girl go out it is the responsibility, as is customary, for 
the boy’s side to give an answer the next morning.  Sometime a� er 9AM 
is appreciated, as shadchanim or whoever is the facilitator would like 
to get on with their day. Remember, one date doesn’t a marriage make, 
so an answer shouldn’t be so di�  cult. I say the boy’s side answers � rst 
because that is what seems to have evolved as the norm. I must say, I 
have wonderful girl’s mothers who irrespective of what the boy has to say 
have given their answer � rst. How refreshing their hanhagah is and much 
appreciated.  I understand that an answer is not always readily available, 
especially a� er a few dates when there is more involved. In that event, call 
the shadchan and say that you need more time.  

Yes is an answer, no is an answer, I need more time is an answer, I 
didn’t talk to my son yet is an answer, SILENCE AND AVOIDANCE are 
not answers.  At the end of the day, if you have to wait too long for an 
answer, even if it is a yes, the momentum and enthusiasm will have been 
a� ected. Shadchanim want to facilitate and will spend as much time as 
needed, unnecessary time spent in “chasing” is counterproductive.

So all of you out there, call the shadchan a� er a date with an answer, 
make the process less complex and just maybe we will have a lot more 
shadchanim redting shidduchim. Hatzlocho, 

Chana Rose   

Q

A
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Thoughts On Parshas Pekudei Based Upon The Shmuessen of 
Maran Rav Shmuel Berenbaum zt”l
RABBI MOSHE BOYLAN 

Introduction: � e following arti-
cle is based upon the Sefer “Bekorei 
Shemo” on Sefer Shemos. Brackets 
are additions from the author. 

“Aileh Pekudei HaMishkan 
Mishkan HaEidus…” (Shemos 
38,21). Rashi explains that Mishkan 
HaEidus is telling us that the Mish-
kan is an Eidus, testimony for Klal 
Yisroel that Hashem was Mevateir, 
forgave Klal Yisroel for the sin of the 
Chet HaEigel. We see this from the 
fact that Hashem gave His Hashraas 
HaShechinah amongst Klal Yisroel. 

Behold it is explained here that the 
name given to the Mishkan (Mish-
kan HaEidus) is due to the fact that 
Hashem forgave Klal Yisroel for the 
Chet of the Eigel. � is seems not to 
be understandable. Is the main rea-
son for Mishkan and the Hashraas 
HaShechinah the fact that the Yid-
den got a Kaparah for the Chet HaEi-
gel? Lichora, it seems that the rea-
son for the Mishkan and the related 
Hashraas HaShechinah is due to the 
desire Hashem has Kiveyachol to have 
Hashraas HaShechinah amongst us. 
We see this from the Pasuk, “Veasu 
Li Mishkan Veschanati Besocham”. 
� e only issue of the Chet HaEigel 
was that this sin prevented Hashem 
Kiveyachol from giving us Hashraas 
HaShechinah. Through our doing 
Teshuva we removed the sin of the 
Chet HaEigel and enabled Hashem 
to give us Hashraas HaShechinah 
amongst Klal Yisroel. 

It now seems that the fact that 
Hashem gave us Hashraas HaShechi-
nah is only a sign that He has for-
given us for this Chet. However, the 
Mechilah, forgiveness for the Chet 
is not the reason for the Hashraas 
HaShechinah (rather the Mechilah 
is only a technical need to enable 
the Hashraas HaShechinah, not the 
whole foundation of the Hashraas 
HaShechinah). Why then is the whole 
name of Mishkan HaEidus called due 
to something that seems to be only a 
“side point” and not the foundation 
of the Hashraas HaShechinah? {Li-
chora we should have referred to the 
Mishkan as the Mishkan of our con-
nection to Hashem, not relating to 
the Mechilah of the Chet HaEigel.}

Another question is that why 
does the Torah have to tell us the 
fact that Hashem was Mochel us for 
the Chet HaEigel at all? What need 
is there for us to know that Hashem 

was mochel, forgave us for the Chet 
HaEigel? Behold, how was it enabled 
that Klal Yisroel got Mechilah for the 
Chet HaEigel? It would seem that this 
was through the regular way of doing 
Teshuva for a Chet, just as any oth-
er sin, r”l. � e Teshuva for the Eigel 
worked, just as Teshuva for any other 
sin works. What then was the great 
Chiddush, novelty, of the Mechilah 
of the Chet HaEigel that the entire 
Mishkan had to be called a special 
name to show us that Hashem was 
Mochel us for the Chet HaEigel? Ev-
erything that is written in the Torah 
is written for a speci� c purpose, so 
we must ask ourselves what the Tach-
lis is in knowing that Teshuva works, 
which we know already from many 
other places in the Torah? 

What appears is as follows: When 
Moshe Rabbeinu asked Hashem to 
be Mochel Klal Yisroel for the Chet 
HaEigel, he said “Lamah Hashem 
Yechereh Apcha Beamecha”. Rashi 
explains that Moshe Rabbeinu 
meant to say that a wise person is not 
jealous of anyone that is not wise, 
and likewise a mighty person is not 
jealous of another person who is not 
mighty. {Why then should Hashem 
be jealous, Kiveyachol, that Klal Yis-
roel worshipped an Avodah Zarah 
like the Eigel that has no strength 
and is not in the same league, so to 
speak as Hashem?}

� e Rosh Yeshiva asks that how 
does this taanah help Klal Yisroel? 
� e sin the Yidden did was Avodah 
Zarah, so why does it help to say that 
Hashem should not be jealous as the 
Avodah Zarah is not anything com-
parable to Hashem? We know that 
Avodah Zarah is one of the most 
severe aveiros, and is Shakul - equiv-
alent Keneged Kol HaTorah Kulah. 
Why then should it help us to achieve 
a Kaparah for this aveirah by saying 
that Hashem Kiveyachol shouldn’t be 
jealous of the Avodah Zarah? 

Another question is that we see 
from the Pasuk “Veatah Hanicha Li 
Veyichar Api Bahem Vaachaleim” 
that Hashem wanted to destroy 
Klal Yisroel chas veshalom. {Only 
through Moshe Rabbeinu interven-
ing on behalf of Klal Yisroel were we 
able to survive.}

� e question is why the sin of 
the Chet HaEigel deserved imme-
diate destruction, r”l? Normally, a 
sin gets an individual punishment, 
and the punishment does not come 

right away. Why then was the sin 
of the Chet HaEigel so severe that 
it deserved a collective punishment 
of destroying all of Klal Yisroel, r”l, 
and that this punishment had to 
happen immediately? 

We must say that it is hidden in 
the Chet of Avodah Zarah a special 
severity that is not contained in other 
aveiros. � is is the fact that through 
this sin, a person so to speak switches 
Hashem with another power or deity. 
� e following is a mashal: A woman 
can be soveil, accept, many di� erent 
Yissurim, aff lictions, when living 
with her husband. However, one 
thing a woman cannot live with is 
when her husband brings a Tzarah (a 
co-wife) into her house. � is is one of 
the worst sins, as she is now negated 
and has competition. � e nimshal is 
that other aveiros are bad, but at least 
we are not bringing a Tzarah in to 
compete with Hashem, r”l. Howev-
er, the Chet of Avodah Zarah is from 
the most severe aveiros, as it is like 
we are bringing in a Tzarah to com-
pete with Hashem, Kiveyachol. � is 
is in the bechinah of Osi Azvu Me-
kor Mayim Chayim Lachtzov Lahem 
Be’eiros Boros Nishbarim. {Again 
the Pasuk gives a mashal of a person 
who leaves a well of live water to have 
a well that is broken, not containing 
water.} If Klal Yisroel had only le�  
Hashem, this would be bad enough. 
However, to leave Hashem to accept 
the Avodah Zarah’s is so to speak a 
sin Hashem cannot live with. It is so 
to speak like a slap in the face. � is 
is considered a terrible Chilul Hash-
em, even more than almost all other 
aveiros. � is is why the Chet HaEigel 
was so severe that Klal Yisroel de-
served to be destroyed, r”l. 

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu 
wanted to be melameid zechus on 
Klal Yisroel to limit their sin by say-
ing that a smart person is only jeal-
ous of a smart person and a mighty 
person is only jealous of a mighty 
person. Moshe Rabbeinu meant that 
it is only considered to be “switch-
ing”, if one switches something that 
is comparable to the � rst thing. In 
such a case, it is considered a terrible 
chutzpa to the one that was switched. 
{Lemashal, a woman was switched by 
her husband for a comparable wom-
an. � is is a terrible chutzpa. Howev-
er, if the man switched his wife for a 
dog, then it is not such a chutzpa, as 
there is no comparison, and it mere-

ly shows that the husband is lacking 
in intelligence. � e nimshal is that 
Klal Yisroel “switched” Hashem for 
the Eigel, which is totally incompa-
rable, Lehavdil, with Hashem. � is 
is not such a chutzpa, and is only 
like a regular aveirah, not like the 
severe aveirah that Klal Yisroel were 
accused of, that required immediate 
destruction, r”l.}

Nonetheless, this was only ac-
cording to the Limud Zechus of 
Moshe Rabbeinu. However, lemaas-
eh, the Chilul Hashem was Nora due 
to the Chet HaEigel. 

Now, it is known that there are 
various Chilukei Kaparah for vari-
ous types of aveiros. For some aveiros
it is enough to do teshuva, and for 
some aveiros the teshuva must be 
combined with the Kaparah of Yom 
Kippur. Some aveiros are so severe 
that the Kaparah depends on Teshu-
va, Yom Kippur and Yissurim, af-
� ictions. However, the sin of Chilul 
Hashem is so severe that all the above 
will not grant a Kaparah. � e person 
must do Teshuva, have Yom Kippur, 
Yissurim and also undergo Misah, 
death. Now we must ask ourselves 
how Klal Yisroel achieved Kaparah 
on the Chet HaEigel, which related to 
Chilul Hashem, without Misah? 

We can answer this question 
based upon the words of Rabbeinu 
Yonah. He said that one can merit 
Kaparah for Chilul Hashem even 
in his lifetime, if he causes Kiddush 
Hashem, which is a Tikun for the 
Chilul Hashem he caused. 

Now we can explain how the 
Mishkan acted and served as a Kapar-
ah for the Chet HaEigel. � e Mish-
kan was the place in which Hash-
em, Kiveyachol gave His Hashraas 
HaShechinah to Klal Yisroel, as it 
said “Veshachanti Besocham”. � is 
means that the Hakamas HaMish-
kan was establishing a place in which 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 124
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It Pays to Be Nice

� ese are the reckonings of the Tab-
ernacle (12:83)

Q: Little Boruch was given a gi�  
of 100 shekels to buy a toy. His 

mother saw a sturdy truck which she 
thought her son would enjoy. � e stick-
er on the package read “80 shekels.” She 
purchased it, and the boy ripped open 
the packaging and began playing with it.

� e mother told her neighbor about 
the toy she bought for 80 shekels, and 
her friend decided to buy one for her 
son. When she got to the store she saw 
the same toy being sold for 300 shek-
els. She questioned the saleslady, “My 
friend bought this here yesterday for 80 
shekels, and now it’s 300 shekel!?” � e 
saleslady replied, “� ere must have been 
a mistake.” � e neighbor reported the 
error to Boruch’s mother. � e moth-
er returned to the store immediately, 
and the saleslady asked her to add 220 
shekels to pay for the toy. � e mother 

exclaimed, “I do not have that kind of 
money to spend on a toy. I can only pay 
100 shekels. I will return the toy instead, 
and I’ll take back my money!”

� e saleslady answered, “I cannot 
take the toy back, since the packaging 
has been torn. � e store manager will 
accuse me falsely of being negligent 
by sticking the wrong price on the toy, 
and I will lose my job for no good rea-
son. Take the toy home and do not say 
anything!”

Boruch’s mother believes the 
saleslady, but now she wants to know, 
how can she keep a 300-shekel toy, 
when she only paid 80 shekels?� ere 
is basis to be lenient to allow Boruch’s 
mother to keep the toy for the amount 
she paid, since she paid the price 
marked on the toy, and she was not 
interested in buying a more expensive 
toy. She does not have the option of re-
turning the toy, since this will cause an 
injustice to the saleslady. � erefore the 
debt to the storeowner is null and void.

� e Gemara states, “One who is 
traveling with money and sees a robber 
approaching may not use that money 
to redeem ‘ma’aser sheni’ fruits that 

are in his house. Rashi explains that 
since his money is about to be lost, it is 
as if he does not own it anymore.

In our case, since the toy cannot be 
returned, the storeowner’s rights to 
the toy are forfeited.

However, what Boruch’s mother 
should do is to add the 20 shekels she 
was willing to pay, and save up until 
she has another 200 shekels to make 
up the di� erence in order to do the 
mitzvah of hashavas aveidah. If she 
uses her ma’aser money for mitzvos, 
it would seem that she could take this 
money from ma’aser since by law she 
does not have to pay at all since she 
did not want such an expensive toy,
 and she is doing “hashavas aveidah” 
to the storeowner, who will otherwise 
lose income from the sale of the toy. 
Whose Mitzvah Is It?

� ese are the reckonings (12:83)

Q: Ra�  delivered the Daf Yomi 
shiur in his shul for many 

years. � e shul members held him in 
high esteem. One day, he decided to 
open a gemach named a� er his father. 
He asked the shul’s members to donate 
to the fund, and they responded gen-
erously. Ra�  served as the sole treasur-
er, and each year he would publicize a 
report of the gemach’s activity. As time 
went on, Ra�  decided to have two peo-
ple join him in running the gemach.

Ten years later, Ra�  expressed his 
wish to have his son join the manage-
ment of the gemach, but he changed 
his mind when he realized that it was 
not appropriate for a father and son 
to manage communal funds together.

Five years later, Ra�  wanted to re-
sign from his position in the gemach 
and appoint his son in his place, but 
the other two managers, as well as 
several shul members, objected. � ey 
felt that if Ra�  resigned, it would only 
be fair to call for an election of a new 
head of the gemach. � ey claimed that 
the gemach belonged to the shul, and 
could not be passed from father to son.

� ey came to beis din for a din To-
rah. Ra�  claimed that the gemach was 
established as his personal gemach. 
� e other managers were appointed 
by him to help maintain the gemach. 
� e gemach was named for Ra� ’s fa-
ther, not as part of the shul. Lastly, 
the money he collected from the shul 
members was given in appreciation of 
his delivery of the Daf Yomi shiur, and 
was entrusted to him.

� e community claimed that al-
though the gemach was named for 

Ra� ’s father, it was established within 
the shul. � eir support for this claim 
was the fact that the name and address 
of the shul appear on the loan appli-
cation form, as the address of the ge-
mach. Although Ra�  was the origina-
tor and � rst manager of the gemach, he 
was not meant to be the owner of the 
gemach. He became the manager only 
because of the respect and appreciation 
the community had for him. Appreci-
ation, they claimed, is not something 
that can be passed from father to son.

Who is right?It would seem that 
since Ra�  solicited the funds for the 
gemach, the gemach belongs to him. 
� e Gemara in Megillah1 states that if 
a shul was donated under the auspices 
of a great person, that person has the 
right to sell the shul. � e same is true 
for the money of the gemach, as it was 
donated for Ra�  to do with it as his 
judgment dictated.

However, the Beur Halachah2 ex-
plains that this halachah does not ap-
ply to just anyone. It has to be some-
one of great stature, as the Gemara’s 
example was the great Rav Ashi, one 
of the authors of the Talmud! A reg-
ular person who leads a project is not 
endowed with the license to do with 
communal funds as he sees � t.

It would appear that the true test 
to decide the ownership of the gemach 
would be in the way it was run. Since 
Ra�  had a unique position in the man-
agement, as he was never elected, and it 
was he who appointed the other manag-
ers, it is apparent that the gemach is his.

� e Terumas HaDeshen3 was asked 
to settle a dispute in a particular city. 
One Rav settled in a city and would 
process Gittin and o�  ciate Chalitzos. 
Later, a di� erent Rav came to town, 
and the � rst Rav refused to let the sec-
ond Rav practice, as he claimed that 
the position already belonged to him. 
� e Terumas HaDeshen answered that 
as long as the � rst Rav had not been 
appointed by the community as their 
Rabbi, he had no claim to prevent 
anyone else from � lling the position.

This is not similar to our case, 
because a Rav needs to be accepted. 
Without a community, he cannot be 
a Rav. In our case, this was Ra� ’s per-
sonal gemach, and he does not have 
to be appointed by anyone. He may 
therefore appoint his son in his stead.

1. 26a.
2. 153 Sheba’in.
3. Vol. II, 126.

RABBI MOSHE SHERROW, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: What if...Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein: Parshas Pekudei
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Dr. Meir Wikler is a psychotherapist and family 
counselor in full-time private practice with offices 
in Boro Park and Lakewood. He is also a prolific 
author and sought after public speaker.

Shifted or Shared Responsibility
EXCERPT FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH BOOK BY DR. MEIR WIKLER

Partners with Hashem
… Continuation

Let’s look in on the Bergers,* now, 
as the supper dishes are being cleared 
away. Supper started about a half hour 
later than usual tonight, so everyone 
is a bit behind schedule.

“If all the traffic lights are green, I 
can still be on time for my daf yomi 
shiur,” Sol Berger calls over his shoul-
der to his wife, Esther, as he bolts out 
the door.

“Shoshanah, don’t go into your 
room until you’ve helped clear the ta-
ble,” Esther instructs her 15-year-old 
daughter.

“But, Ma, you know I have a ma-
jor math test tomorrow. I need every 
minute to study. As it is, I’ll probably 
have to stay up past midnight.”

“Just give me five minutes and then 
I’ll let you go,” Esther insists.

After everything has been cleared 
away from supper, Esther looks for 
7-year-old Yitzy. She finds him in the 
den, on the floor, surrounded by his 
Lego.

“Yitzy, it’s time to review your 
Chumash homework. Remember 

what your rebbi said about the con-
test?” Esther coaxed.

“Oh, Ma, not now. I’ll do it with 
you later,” Yitzy protests.

Esther now looks for the book she 
was reading and settles into an easy 
chair in the living room. No sooner 
does she find her place than 11-year-
old Ruchie runs in, breaking the 
peaceful silence.

“I just can’t do this book report! 
I don’t understand what the teacher 
wants. I don’t know how to do book 
reports. And I couldn’t even under-
stand what the book was all about,” 
Ruchie pleads to her mother.

“Would you like me to help you?” 
Esther asks in a calm, soothing tone.

“I don’t even know how to begin!” 
Ruchie continues her whining.

“I’m offering to help you, Ruchie,” 
Esther repeats. “Bring me the sheet 
your teacher gave out in class, togeth-
er with the book you read for the re-
port. Let’s try to work on it together.”

Once Esther and Ruchie are sitting 
across from each other at the kitchen 

table, Esther peruses the book-report 
requirements.

“When is the book report due?” 
she asks her daughter.

 “Tomorrow,” Ruchie replies, 
cautiously. “And if we give it in late, 
points are going to be taken off.”

A few moments later, Shoshanah 
appears in the kitchen doorway.

She is practically breathing fire 
from her nostrils.

“This math is just impossible!” 
Shoshanah announces. “I did five 
of the review problems at the end of 
the chapter and I got them all wrong. 
There’s simply no way I’m going to 
pass that math test tomorrow. I know 
I’m going to fail. If I average in the 
67 I got on the midterm, it will take a 
miracle for me to pass math this year. 
I might as well give up now.”

“Shoshanah,” Esther begins, calm-
ly, “What would you like me to do 
about this?”

“Maybe you could show me how to 
do this stuff,” Shoshanah asks sheep-
ishly. “I can usually figure it out when 
you explain it to me.”

Now the phone rings. Esther picks 
up the receiver.

“Hello?…Yes … Oh, hi, Chavy… 
Congratulations. That’s wonderful. I 
never win anything in Chinese auc-
tions. Your husband must be thrilled 
… I’d love to hear all about it but I’m 
busy with homework now. Let me call 
you back tomorrow.”

Now Yitzy runs through the kitch-
en holding a Lego airplane and mak-
ing the appropriate engine sounds.

“Yitzy,” Esther shouts. “I thought 
you were going to review Chumash 
with me.”

“Later, Ma,” he shoots back. 
“V’room, V’room,” he intones, allow-
ing the toy plane to carry him down 
the hall.

“Ma, you said you’d help me with 
my book report,” Ruchie objects.

“You know you really could do 
that report yourself,” Shoshanah 
chides her younger sister. “But I don’t 
stand a chance of passing this major 
math test tomorrow unless Ma stud-
ies with me.”

Esther Berger steals a glance at her 
watch, quickly calculating how much 
longer it will be until Sol gets home. 
Her next thought is, “How on earth 
did I get myself into this mess in the 
first place? Whose homework is it, 
anyway?!”

Obviously, the problem began well 
before tonight’s supper. Once Mrs. 

Berger accepted upon herself the re-
sponsibility to fill in all of the gaps 
in her children’s knowledge, she was 
planting the seeds for tonight’s crisis.

Months and years earlier, when 
Mrs. Berger agreed to compensate for 
any deficits of memory, knowledge, 
comprehension, or frustration on the 
part of her children, she laid the foun-
dation for tonight’s dilemma.

Parents can and should assist their 
children with homework. It supports 
the educational process and sends a 
message that parents do care about 
their children’s chinuch. But parents 
must make it very clear right from the 
outset that assistance does not include 
last-minute, 11th-hour bail outs. Chil-
dren can, at times, be quite manipula-
tive. That is their birthright. But par-
ents must not allow themselves to be 
blackmailed with such comments as, 

“You don’t want me to fail, do you?” 
“If you don’t help me, I just won’t be 
able to do it myself” and, “But I’m no 
good at this and it’s so easy for you.”

It takes courage, at times, to resist 
children’s pressure. They can be very 
insistent and unyielding. In response, 
many parents just feel it is easier to 
do the homework themselves rather 
than go through the hassle of con-
frontation.

The issue here, however, is more 
than a book report or a math test. It 
goes way beyond that. The issue is 
whether or not your child will learn to 
be self-reliant and accept responsibil-
ity for his or her own shortcomings.

No, it doesn’t feel good to fail a test 
or lose points on a book report. But that 
bad feeling may motivate your child to 
prepare in advance next time. If you 
bail your children out today, they will 
never learn the more important lesson 
of how to plan ahead, tomorrow.

This may sound like a radical ap-
proach to some of the parents who 
have been picking up, cleaning up and 
fixing up after their children for many 
years. In fact, it might even sound 
downright revolutionary.

But that is just what we need. What 
we need is a revolution!

We need a return to traditional 
family values! We need to make home-
work a job for children, not parents! 
And we need to end this hostage crisis 
so that I can get to my shiur on time!
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Every morning we bless Hashem 
for enabling us to walk and reach 
our destinations. We say: Blessed are 
You, Hashem … Who firms (i.e. em-
powers) man’s footsteps. (Some say 
… Who has firmed.) The wording 
of the blessing is based on the verse, 
By Hashem, the footsteps of man are 
firm (Tehillim 37:23).

Others understand the blessing dif-
ferently. Using the Abarbanel’s under-
standing of the aforementioned verse 
(see Tehillim Mikdash Me’at ibid.), 
the word is translated as prepares. 
Thus that daily morning blessing is an 
acknowledgment that Hashem plans 
and guides our footsteps so that we 
appear in particular places at partic-
ular times. Being somewhere is never 
happenstance, it is always an act of 
Providence. What we do there is up 
to us. Hashem presents opportunities; 
we must make the most of them.

The following story is a memora-
ble case in point. 

One spring day in 1962, as R’ Her-
shel Weber, a chassid in the Williams-
burg section of Brooklyn, was leaving 
the Poilisher Shtiebel, a famous shul 
on Ross St., he heard a man who was 
walking in front of the shtiebel cry out 
that he had a sharp pain in his chest. 
The man collapsed right in front of R’ 
Hershel.

R’ Hershel screamed for help and 
within seconds people called the po-
lice and an ambulance. R’ Hershel 
stood over the man helplessly, assur-
ing him that aid was on the way. R’ 
Hershel saw the man become uncon-
scious and his face turn blue. Tragi-
cally, a few minutes later the man was 
dead on the sidewalk.

A while later two police officers 
arrived. As they took notes and sur-
veyed the situation, R’ Hershel heard 
one officer say to the other, “If only 
we had gotten here 10 minutes earli-
er, we could have saved this guy.” 

R’ Hershel, a kollel member, was 
shaken and traumatized by the event. 
He convinced two of his friends, R’ 
Hershel Kaff, who owned a bakery, 
and R’ Yoelish Gantz, who owned a 
cleaning store, to enroll with him in 
a first aid course at a local Red Cross 
office so that they could administer 
emergency medical help in time of 
need. R’ Hershel reasoned that since 
both Mr. Kaff and Mr. Gantz had peo-
ple working in their stores, they could 
get away in case of crisis. All three 
friends bought small oxygen tanks.

A few months later an elderly gen-
tleman who lived on Morton Street 
in Williamsburg died in his sleep. 
When his wife awoke the next morn-
ing she realized immediately that 
something was terribly wrong. She 
ran to the window facing the street 
and screamed hysterically for help. 
At once a crowd gathered inside and 
outside her home. Someone yelled, 
“Get Hershel Weber!”

R’ Hershel came running with his 
trustworthy oxygen tank and some 
very basic medical equipment. As soon 
as he examined the man he realized at 
once that there was nothing he could 
do. The man had been dead for hours.

He left the bedroom dejectedly and 
said a few comforting words to the 
newly widowed woman. As he walked 
down the stone staircase in front of 
the house and jostled his way through 
the large crowd of onlookers, someone 
called out, “Dee zayst Hershel? Ehr hut 
im gehargit!” (“Did you see Hershel? 
He is the one who killed him!”)

R’ Hershel was shocked. He had 
come to help! The one who made the 
nasty comment must have thought 
that because Hershel was not a doc-
tor, the old man had died because of 
inadequate medical care. 

R’ Hershel began crying uncon-
trollably. How, he wondered to him-
self, could one Jew say something like 
that about another Jew?

For the next two days Hershel was 
devastated. Every time he thought of 
that disparaging remark tears came to 
his eyes. He decided to go to the Satmar 
Rav, Rabbi Yoel Teitelbaum (1887-
1979), the greatest and most influential 
chassidic leader in Williamsburg.

R’ Hershel recounted the incident 
on Morton Street to the Rebbe and 
then asked, “Wouldn’t it be a good 
idea that there should be a group of 
Jews that would become well versed 
in emergency medicine so that they 
could be available in the communi-
ty on a volunteer basis whenever the 
need arises?”

The Satmar Rebbe told Hershel to 
bring him the sefer Shaarei Teshuvah, 
the classic mussar work by Rabbeinu 
Yonah (1180-1263). The Rebbe read 
from Shaar 3:71: 

It is beneficial and most appro-
priate that there be in every city in-
telligent volunteers prepared and 
available for any [hatzalah] assistance 
— [to help] a Jewish man or woman 
in anguish.

The Rebbe looked up at R’ Hershel 
Weber and said, “Start the organiza-
tion you spoke of and because of that 
expression in the Shaarei Teshuvah, 
call it Hatzalah!”

And that’s how the great Hatzalah 
organization was created. One man, 
seemingly in a place by coincidence, 
recognized an imperative need in the 
community. Many of us could have 
been there but Hashem chose to have 
R’ Hershel there because he would 
make the most of the situation. 

We can only marvel at his accom-
plishment. 

Since its inception the volunteers 
of Hatzalah have saved hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, of lives and re-
lieved pain and anguish for tens of 
thousands of Jews. Books could be 
written about their heroic escapades 
and heart-rending experiences, but 
the books will not be written because 
Hatzalah demands absolute confi-
dentiality from its members. Their 
sacrifice knows no bounds and their 
commitment no limits. Hatzalah vol-
unteers are heroes who deserve our 
accolades and community support.

Yet even the most serious of orga-
nizations has its lighter moments. The 
following episode which occurred in 
the Flatbush section of Brooklyn on 
the holiest day of the year brings a 
chuckle to all who hear it.

It was Yom Kippur and an old 
man in a Flatbush shul was feeling 
very weak. The shul had no air con-
ditioning and the air was thick and 
stifling. Suddenly, during Mussaf, the 
gentleman collapsed and fell to the 
floor with a heavy thud. Some people 
around him thought he had died.

People yelled for Hatzalah and a 
call was made to the central office. 
The dispatcher notified the volunteers 
in neighboring shuls, who quickly 
whipped off their taleisim and rushed 
to the stricken man’s shul.

Within moments Hatzalah vol-
unteers ran into the sanctuary. One 
group brought a stretcher, and the 
pale, wan gentleman was gently 
placed on it and carried out to an 
ambulance. His skin was colorless 
and his body was limp, but when he 
was carried outside into the fresh 
air, he opened his eyes and to his 
amazement he saw a group of people 
around him all dressed in white. 

Looking frightened, he asked in 
bewilderment, “Bin ich shoin oiven?” 
(“Am I already upstairs [in Heaven]?”) 
The sight of the Hatzalah men around 
him in their white kittlach had him 
thinking that he was seeing angels.

In reality, he was seeing angels. 
For the volunteers of Hatzalah are 
truly angels of mercy, healing and 
compassion. 

RABBI PAYSACH KROHN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Splendor of the Maggid Of Rescue and Recovery
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“These are the accountings for the 
Tabernacle…” (Shemos 38:21)

The Chafetz Chaim explains that 
the half shekel was used to make the 
sockets to impress upon them that 
everybody shares the responsibility to 
help build the Tabernacle. A wealthy 
American philanthropist asked Rav 
Aharon Leib Shteinman, “Why is it 
necessary to keep building new yeshi-
vos when it puts such a tremendous 
strain on those who are already sup-
porting Torah study. Why there are 
probably more yeshivos today than 
there ever were before in our histo-
ry!” Rav Shteinman responded, “That 
might be true, but there is also greater 
wealth among the Jews today than in 
any previous generation since the Ex-
ile began. G-d’s distribution of wealth 
parallels the growth of yeshivos be-
cause the community has a responsi-
bility to support all the yeshivos.”  

For the cloud of Hashem would be 
above the Mishkan…throughout 

their journeys. (Shemos 40:38)

Rashi explains that the places of 
encampment were also referred to as 
journeys. Rav Mordechai Gifter ex-
plains that the encampment must be 
part of the journey, or else it serves as 
an obstacle to the journey. This is actu-
ally a reflection of life itself. Rav Gifter 
would often compare life to a person 

paddling upstream; there is not a mo-
ment to rest, for as soon as one stops 
paddling forward he immediately be-
gins drifting downstream.

Moshe erected the Tabernacle; he 
placed the sockets…  

(Shemos 40:18)

Rav Moshe Feinstein comments 
that although Moshe had many arti-
sans and craftsmen weave, sew, and 
build the vessels of the Mishkan, he 
put the parts together and erected the 
Mishkan himself. Rav Moshe explains 
that when building something holy 
one must be careful that all the physical 
labor be done with the right intentions 
and with the proper holiness, otherwise 
the very sanctity of the project will be 
compromised. For that reason Moshe 
involved himself in as much of the 
project that he could to ensure that the 
intentions were pure. The Mir Yeshiva 
in Jerusalem expanded tremendously 
under the leadership of Rav Nosson 
Tzvi Finkel. Several new buildings 
were built as part of the Mir complex. 
Despite ailing health, Rav Nosson Tzvi 
was personally involved in the con-
struction. Summer or winter, he would 
not miss the groundbreaking for any of 
the new buildings, insisting on pouring 
the concrete himself in order to make 
sure the building was done for the sake 
of sanctifying Hashem’s Name. 

Moshe saw the entire work…and 
Moshe blessed them.  

(Shemos 39:43)

The Midrash cites the beracha 
recited, “May it be the will that the 
Shechinah rest upon your hand-
iwork.” Rabbi Abraham Twerski 
notes that he did not say “May it be 
the will of Hashem,” but rather “May 
it be the will.” This includes both the 
will of Hashem and the will of the na-
tion.   It is not enough that it be the 
will of Hashem. The people had to do 
their part too; otherwise the Shechi-
nah would not have rested on the 
Mishkan. A man asked the Shinover 
Rebbe for a beracha that he be able 
to daven with greater concentration 
and see success in his Torah studies. 
The Rebbe closed his eyes for a few 
moments in silent devotion. When 
he opened his eyes he said, “The Al-
mighty has accepted my prayers.  He 
is willing to do His part, and all that 
is necessary now is for you to do your 
part and expend effort.”  

“These are the accountings for 
the Tabernacle...” (Shemos 38:21)

Moshe was careful to keep an 
accounting of every cent that was used 
in the construction of the Mishkan in 
order to avoid any suspicion of em-
bezzlement. Rav Shlomo Wolbe ex-
plains that Moshe’s success as a leader 
was because of his trustworthiness 

in the eyes of the people. Rav Yisrael 
Salanter refused to remain alone in a 
room with another person’s money 
in order that he remain beyond re-
proach. A leader must distance him-
self from money and honor in order to 
succeed, because only then will people 
accept his guidance as being free of 
any ulterior motives.

Moshe did according to everything 
Hashem had commanded him, so 

he did. (Shemos 40:16)

The Mishkan atoned for the sin 
of the Golden Calf, where the peo-
ple disobeyed Moshe instructions 
that they wait for him. Accordingly, 
the Mishkan could only atone for 
the sin if they would follow every 
detail as per Hashem’s instructions. 
That is why the Torah repeats the 
fact that Moshe followed Hashem’s 
instructions regarding each detail of 
the Mishkan’s construction. More 
important than the actual structure 
and its vessels was the fact that they 
obeyed Hashem’s Will.  It was for 
this reason that Nadav and Avihu 
died after bringing the fire to the 
mizbe’ach. Although their intentions 
were noble, but since they brought 
a fire against Hashem’s wishes, it 
could have undermined the entire 
purpose of the Mishkan which was 
to atone for their disobedience. 

RABBI EPHRAIM NISENBAUM

Power Points on the Parsha Parshas Pekudei

and builds his home with money ac-
quired honestly, the Shechinah feels 
comfortable (so to speak) resting on 
such a place and bestowing all the 
blessings of life that a person wants 
and needs to be successful. Perhaps 
this is a deeper insight into Moshe’s 
berachah, something that every per-
son should aspire to achieve.
Money Matters

The pasuk in Mishlei (28:20) says, 
A man of integrity will increase bless-
ings. The Midrash (Shemos Rabbah 
51:1) applies this to Moshe Rabbeinu; 
everything that he involved himself 
in was blessed with hatzlachah (suc-
cess), first and foremost being the 
construction of the Mishkan. When 
Moshe made the appeal to gather the 
funds and raw materials necessary for 
its construction, the people respond-

ed with such warmhearted generosity 
that in a short time, Moshe had to 
announce a halt to the contributions 
(see 36:6). The Mishkan was then 
constructed with absolute precision, 
just as Hashem had commanded 
Moshe (39:1).

When this momentous proj-
ect was completed, Moshe made a 
reckoning with the people to give a 
full account of how all the contri-
butions had been used. This is truly 
astounding because Hashem had ex-
pressed His absolute trust in Moshe 
(see Bamidbar 12:7); why should the 
people question his integrity and 
honesty?

The Midrash (51:6) answers that 
there were people who might have 
cast aspersions on Moshe by saying, 
“Isn’t it to be expected that a person 
who administered the building of 
the Mishkan should himself become 
rich?” Moshe therefore made a strict 
accounting with the people.

One can learn from this how im-
portant it is for every person, espe-
cially one in public life, to avoid any-
thing that will arouse the suspicions 
of others. This is particularly import-
ant when it comes to money matters.

It is told that R’ Yisroel Salanter, 
the father of the Mussar Movement, 
once paid a visit to the office of a very 
wealthy philanthropist. Stacked on the 
man’s desk were thick wads of hun-
dred-ruble notes. As they were talking, 
the rich man was called out of the of-
fice, leaving R’ Yisrael sitting by him-
self at the desk. After a few minutes, the 
man returned to find the room empty. 
R’ Yisrael was gone! Dumbfounded, 
he searched for his distinguished guest 
until he found R’ Yisrael standing out-
side on the street. “Rebbi!” the man 
cried out in relief. “Why are you out-
side? You could have remained in the 
office until I returned!”

R’ Yisrael replied, “You know 
that the Gemara (Bava Basra 165a) 

says that most people are suspect-
ed of some form of thievery, while 
only a minority are suspected when 
it comes to immoral behavior. How-
ever, it is forbidden to be secluded 
(yichud) with a woman (who is not 
one’s wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister, daughter, or granddaughter). 
So, certainly one must be careful not 
to permit ‘yichud’ with money that is 
not one’s own ... You left me alone 
with all those stacks of hundred-ru-
ble notes. How could I remain in the 
room?”

While this incident may evoke a 
smile from the reader, it does under-
line how careful great Jews were to 
avoid any sort of accusation when it 
came to other people’s money. This 
was true even when dealing with 
people who implicitly trusted them. 
How careful must one be in the com-
pany of those who may be looking 
for any excuse to find fault or point a 
finger of accusation!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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… Continuation

“And then I meet the man in his 
office an hour later, and I see a to-
tally different person. I see a ruth-
less, brutal businessman. For a few 
dollars profit, he will trample on 
anyone standing in his way. This has 
happened more than once, I tell you, 
and at first, I couldn’t understand it. 
Where was the man who prayed so 
faithfully and convincingly? Where 
was the man who realized that all 
power and success depend on G-d? 
Does he think it was his cleverness 
that made the business deal? Doesn’t 
he know that it is up to G-d? So why 
trample on other people in order to 
make the deal? Does he think G-d 
wants him to do this? These ques-
tions gnawed at me, until one day 
the answer struck me.

“This man is definitely praying 
with concentration and sincerity, but 
do you know what is going through 
his mind? He is saying, ‘Look, G-d, 
I know how to run my business very 
well, but I have to admit that You are 
much stronger than I am. If You want 
to, You can destroy everything I’ve 
built up. So I’m praying to You and 
asking You please not to interfere.’ Of 
course, he doesn’t express himself in 
these words, but this is the thinking at 
the root of his fervent prayers. 

“So this is what he wants from 
G-d. This is why he is standing his 
long Shemoneh Esrei. He is plead-
ing with G-d not to disturb the 
well-ordered life he built for himself 
through his own efforts. He does not 
really believe that everything comes 
from G-d, so if he wants to be suc-
cessful, he believes he has to trample 
everyone that gets in his way.”

This observation goes to the core 
of human nature. This is what many 
people are missing. They don’t realize 
that everything they have is a gift from 
G-d. If they understood the working 
of the world properly, they would say, 
“G-d, I know I am totally dependent 
on You. I know that everything I have 
is a direct favor from You, pure be-
nevolence, undeserved, an extension 
of credit to a person who is really not 
creditworthy. Please, G-d, I beseech 
You, let it continue that way, and I 
will try to do my bit. I’ll try to be bet-
ter. I’ll try to be more deserving. I’ll 
try to justify what You are doing for 
me somewhat. But nothing I can do 
will ever earn me all the good You 
have given me. G-d, I am a miserable 
beggar standing at Your door. I beg 
you, give me alms from Your gener-
ous hand.” 

So here is another point to be con-
sidered when we speak about the Ram-
bam’s assurance that the prayers of an 
individual during the Ten Days of Te-
shuvah and the prayers of the whole 
congregation at all times are “immedi-
ately accepted.” The prayer has to be a 
“complete prayer,” delivered with faith 
and confidence in the power of prayer, 
and it also has to be delivered with hu-
mility and the recognition of our total 
dependence — in the true sense of a 
beggar standing at the door. 

And there is yet another very 
important point that can determine 
whether a prayer will be “immedi-
ately accepted.”

The Shulchan Aruch states (Or-
ach Chaim 124:7) that when a per-
son talks in the synagogue during 
chazaras hashatz while the chazzan 
is repeating the Shemoneh Esrei, it is 
such a grave transgression that “gadol 

avono mi’neso, his sin is too great to 
bear.” In other words, his sin is too 
great to be forgiven, a burden too 
heavy for G-d to carry, so to speak.

Nowhere else in the Shulchan 
Aruch does this harsh expression 
appear, even with regard to the grav-
est sins. The only place where we 
find this expression is in the Torah 
(Genesis 4:13), where it appears as 
a question rather than a statement. 
Cain has just killed Abel, and G-d 
has confronted him with his crime. 
And Cain says to G-d, “Is my sin too 
great to bear?” And G-d did indeed 
forgive him. Killing his brother was 
apparently not a “sin too great to 
bear.” Yet talking in the synagogue 
during chazaras hashatz is too great 
to bear? How can such a thing be?

Some three hundred and fifty years 
ago, the Jewish population of Eastern 
Europe was devastated by Cossack po-
groms for two years. These years came 
to be known as Tach (5408/1648) and 
Tat (5409/1649). We do not know for 
certain how many Jews died in these 
horrible massacres. Some estimates 

run as high as the hundreds of thou-
sands. Afterwards, Rav Yom Tov Lip-
pmann Heller, known as the Tosefos 
Yom Tov, had a dream in which he 
was told that the reason this calamity 
befell the Jewish people is that people 
used to talk in the synagogue during 
chazaras hashatz. He made a great 
public tumult about it in an attempt 
to get people to stop doing it. In fact, 
some siddurim have a special Mi She-
beirach prayer for those that do not 
talk in the synagogue during chazaras 
hashatz. It dates from the time of the 
Tosefos Yom Tov.

How can we understand such a 
thing? How can it be that so many 
thousands of people perished be-
cause of the sin of talking in the syn-
agogue during chazaras hashatz?

Without question, the prob-
lem here is not the seriousness of 
the sin. Talking in the synagogue 
during chazaras hashatz is certainly 
a serious sin, but there are sins that 
are considerably more serious. The 
problem is something else entirely.

To be continued ….
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HaMalach Refael: Thoughts on Rav Refael Shmuelevitz zt”l 
Rabbi Moshe boylan 

Introduction: Around a month 
ago one of the great Talmidei Cha-
chomim and Marbitzei Torah in the 
Mirrer Yeshiva in Yerushalayim, Rav 
Refael Shmuelevitz zt”l was niftar. On 
the Sheloshim, the chashuve children 
of the niftar YB”L Rav Nasan Tzvi 
Shmuelevitz Shlita and Rav Ben Tzion 
Shmuelevitz Shlita were maspid their 
father. The following is based upon 
their words of hesped. May we be zoche 
that their words should be inspira-
tional to us, and the Rosh Yeshiva zt”l 
should be Mailitz Yosher on his talmi-
dim, Yeshiva, mishpacha and gantze 
Klal Yisroel.

Who can be Makif (encircle) the 
great Gadlus of Rav Refael Shmuelev-
itz zt”l. Already when he was a bachur 
he was known as a great Metzuyan in 
Torah. When he was redt as a shiduch 
for my mother Shetichye, her grand-
mother Rebbitzen Farbstein A”H felt 
that it was not the time for her grand-
daughter to get married, as she was too 
young. The Mashgiach, Rav Chatzkel 
Levenstein zt”l told her that you are 
not obligated to go through with the 
shidduch. However, you should know 
that someone like Refael will not be. 
{i.e. it was worthwhile for her grand-
daughter to go through the shidduch, 
as it was a special opportunity.}

As a bochur, he learned with his fa-
ther (Maran Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz 
zt”l), and they learned most of Shas 
together. My father told me that the 
Seder he had with his father was Iyun 
with Bekius. They used to learn five 
hours together every day. At first they 
would learn Gemara, Rashi and Tosfos 
together, and afterwards my grand-
father would mention the important 
Hearos, comments on the Sugya (topic 
of Gemara). This included things like 
the questions of the Ketzos, the Ne-
sivos, Rav Akiva Eiger zt”l etc. After-
wards, my father would write down 
everything, and they would continue 
vayter, further on to the next Sugya in 
Shas. My grandfather held from him a 
lot, and said that with his Sevara, logic, 
one could not argue. 

Two years after the chasunah, he 
was appointed as a Maggid Shiur in Ye-
shivas Chevron, and from then on for 
the next fifty years he taught thousands 
of talmidim. During the Shiva, many 
people from all ages told the aveilim 
about how our father zt”l stood them 
up in the Derech HaEmes, the path of 
truth. 

My father was known for his be-
hirus, clarity in sugyos. One exam-
ple is the way he wrote the Eirech of 
Chazakah for Encyclopedia Talmudis, 
which encompasses the entirety of 

Chazakah (an important topic in Shas) 
in an amazing manner. This was writ-
ten when he was but thirty years old 
when he was a Maggid Shiur in Yeshi-
vas Chevron. His power to say Chiddu-
shim was Mavrik, shining. I remember 
how in Yeshivas Mir, chashuve Avrei-
chim would wait to hear how my father 
would answer all the questions in the 
Sugya. On many occasions they would 
tell me how impressed they were from 
his shiur. 

Many talmidei chachomim told me 
during the Shiva that his loss was one 
that Ain Lanu Temuraso, there is no 
replacement for him. 

Another thing that was special 
about him was the fact that he had She-
lita (so to speak ruling) over so many 
aspects of Torah and you could speak 
to him in all different places {i.e. nu-
merous areas in Torah.}

Who could evaluate the amount of 
Yegiah, effort that he put into Torah. 
He put such great effort into his shi-
urim and arranging the Sugyos. Some-
times he would disregard the Ameilus 
of so many hours if he felt the peshat 
he was working on was not Mashma, 
implied. Even after giving shiurim for 
many Machzorim (after going through 
the cycle of the Yeshivishe Mesechtos 
many times) he would still put in more 
effort into plumbing the depths of what 
the right pshat, explanation was, see-
ing if another pshat could be said. {The 
Rosh Yeshiva didn’t rely on saying his 
old shiurim, without thinking if they 
were right. He would go over the ma-
terial with a desire to understand it in 
the best manner, and was willing to see 
if another pshat could be said.}

My father used to say that he is hap-
py with what he wrote years ago. How-
ever he is not happy with himself, as 
he personally had an obligation to im-
prove in Torah. This was his approach 
his entire life.

Amongst his numerous good mid-
dos was the ability to be Nosei Be’Ol 
Im Chaveiro, carrying other people’s 
burdens. Many people told me how my 
father used to cry with them over their 
Tzaros. People that lost close relatives 
said that the Hishtatfus of my father 
in their pain was one of the greatest 
sources of Nechama, solace that they 
had received. {Agav, this was a middah 
that Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l was 
known for as well.}

Besides showing emotional feelings 
for people going through Tzaros, my 
father also would do many actions to 
help them. He would be Hofeich Olam 
(turn over the world) to help people. 
Lemashal, a person came up to my fa-
ther when he was in the middle of my 
sister’s chasunah (his daughter) to ask 

for help to get his daughter 
into a certain Seminary. In 
the middle of the chasunah, 
my father wrote a letter to 
the Menahel of the Seminary 
to help this person. 

Another way my father 
helped people was to spend 
much time in giving advice 
to people. Even though he 
would guard his time so 
much, he still spent hours 
helping people discussing 
Shiduchim and other things 
that they needed in life. He was totally 
involved in thinking how he could help 
other people.  

Another important middah tovah 
he had was Anivus, humility, and run-
ning away from Kavod, honor. Even 
in Purim he did not let other people 
sing “Yamim” to show him respect. He 
said that he had an “Allergy” towards 
this. One time he went into a hall and 
someone told the band to start singing 
Yamim {a song that is sung to show 
respect to great people}. He got upset 
at this and later asked the person if he 
wanted that people should do this to 
him as well. 

He lived with pashtus, and showed 
respect to every person. Many Baa-
lei Teshuva told me that when they 
saw how my father treated them as 
an equal, this gave them much Kiruv. 
{They felt great that a great Rosh Yeshi-
va was treating them as an equal, even 
though they came from such a different 
background.}

One time someone asked him about 
a certain bochur (with regards to a shid-
duch). My father told the person that 
he didn’t know how the bochur relat-
ed to his roommates. In order to de-
termine this, he went personally to the 
dormitory and asked the friends from 
the dorm about this bochur. {This was 
not so honorable for a big Rosh Yeshi-
va, but Rav Refael gave up on his honor 
in order to help other people.}

Many other people were not doing 
well financially, and my father went 
with them to the bank in order to help 
them. 

What would my father want me to 
tell the chashuve Olam? In order to 
answer this question I must determine 
what my father held was the most im-
portant point in his eyes. 

In my opinion, the most important 
point in his perspective was realizing 
that Torah is “Ki Heim Chayeinu”. In 
him we saw Bechush that there was 
nothing else in his life besides Torah. 
He was not a parush, and was some-
one that was happy. However, his en-
tire Chiyus, life was to be happy. On 
him we saw Bechush the words of the 

Nefesh HaChaim that “Eitz Chaim Hi”. 
Rav Chaim Voloziner zt”l explained 
that a person has to feel in his life that 
it is as if he is in a river that is flowing 
rapidly and he is in grave danger of be-
ing drowned. Only if he holds on to a 
piece of wood is he able to survive and 
live. The nimshal is that without the 
Torah, which is Eitz Chaim Hi LaM-
achazikim Bah, one cannot live. 

He used to say that he has no chum-
ros, and he is machmir on Bitul Torah. 
He explained that sometimes a person 
gets a feeling of Sipuk, satisfaction, in 
various chumros. This can sometimes 
be an Atzas HaYeitzer if it leads him 
not to feel so Dafuk about his situation 
in learning. {Instead of feeling the im-
portance and requirement to grow in 
learning, he will feel that he is doing 
well because of his chumros in other ar-
eas. In place of this, Rav Refael felt that 
we should be machmir in Bitul Torah, 
putting our emphasis on Limud HaTo-
rah and Yedios HaTorah.}

During the time of his Machalos he 
did not complain, and only when he 
couldn’t say shiurim, then one could 
see how much pain he had from this. 

Whenever he would meet some-
one he would tell them “Nei’is”, new 
information about a question, a doubt 
or a chiddush, a novelty, he had come 
up with. One time he went to a chasu-
nah of a Talmid Chochom in Yeshi-
vas Mir (Rav Tzvi Cheshin Shlita) 
and they started to speak in learning. 
When it came time for the chupah, 
people couldn’t find where they were, 
until they were discovered speaking in 
learning about a shiur my father said. 

He was a Chaveir in the Vaad HaR-
abbanim of Degel HaTorah. One time 
in a meeting of Degel HaTorah he 
spoke with the great Roshei Yeshivos 
about issues in learning. {Rav Refael 
helped in various issues which affected 
the Olam HaTorah, including finding 
housing for people. However, he still 
used the opportunity of the meeting 
of Degel HaTorah to speak in learning 
with others.}
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MISASKIM 
SHIVA LISTING

NIFTAR/NIFTERES & FAMILY ADDRESS OF SHIVA GETTING UP

R’ Jerome Kraus z”l 
R’ Gordon Kraus-Friedberg - son

1417 E 15th St
bet Ave O & Ave N
Flatbush

Friday 
Afternoon
3/11/16

R’ Sholom Mark z”l 
Mrs. Leah Mark - wife 
R’ Menachem Mark - son 
Mrs. Naomi Herbst - daughter 
Mrs. Miriam Weiss - daughter

5010 19th Ave
bet 50th St & 51st St
Boro Park

Friday 
Afternoon
3/11/16

R’ Isak Fenster z”l 
Mrs. Claire (Chava) Ligorski-Fenster - wife
R’ Jay Fenster - son 
Mrs. Sylvia Yaron - daughter

144-05 72nd Dr
bet Main St & 147th St
Queens

Friday 
Afternoon
3/11/16

Mrs. Chava Elias z”l 
R’ Isaac Elias - husband 
R’ Mordche Yaakov Elias - son 
Mrs. Bleema Lerner - daughter 
Ms. Rivky Elias - daughter 
Mrs. Henny Kuten - daughter

1226 49th St
bet 12th Ave & 13th Ave
Boro Park

Friday 
Afternoon
3/11/16

R’ Arthur Miller z”l 
Mrs. Edith Miller - wife 
R’ Harry Miller - son 
R’ Jeff Miller - son 
R’ Eddie Miller - son

2521 Ave J
bet Bedford Ave & E 26th St
Flatbush

Friday 
Afternoon
3/11/16

R’ Al Anteby z”l 
Mrs. Ruth Anteby - wife 
R’ Sam Anteby - son 
R’ Max Anteby - son 
R’ Eddie Anteby - son 
R’ Joseph Anteby - son 
Mrs. Linda Sobel - daughter

1558 E 3rd St
bet Ave O & Ave N
Flatbush

Monday 
Morning
3/14/16

Mrs. Bertha Shaulson z”l 
R’ Solomon Shaulson - husband

2412 E 14th St
bet Ave X & Ave Y
Flatbush

Monday 
Morning
3/14/16

Mrs. Phyllis Bloom z”l 
R’ Moshe Bloom - son 
R’ Ben Tsion (Robert) Bloom - son 
Mrs. Alene Brodsky - daughter

165 W 91st St Apt 3E
bet Amsterdam Ave & 
Columbus Ave
Upper West Side

Monday 
Morning
3/14/16

R’ Eli Lebowitz z”l 
Mrs. Miriam Lebowitz - wife 
R’ Sruly Lebowitz - brother 
Mrs. Brenda Blau - sister 
Mrs. Debbie Eisenberg - sister 
Mrs. Tzivy Schultz - sister 
R’ Avrohom Moshe Lebowitz - son
R’ Mendy Lebowitz - son 
Mrs. Chany Stamler - daughter 
Miss Rivky Lebowitz - daughter

865 E 27th St
bet Ave I & Dead End
Flatbush

Monday 
Morning
3/14/16

R’ Al Anteby z”l 
Mrs. Ruth Anteby - wife 
R’ Sam Anteby - son 
R’ Max Anteby - son 
R’ Eddie Anteby - son 
R’ Joseph Anteby - son 
Mrs. Linda Sobel - daughter 

1558 E 3rd St
bet Ave O & Ave N
Flatbush

Monday 
Morning
3/14/16

Mrs. Chasya Erlanger z”l 
Harav Ezriel Erlanger - husband
R’ Avraham Wolbe - brother 
R’ Yisroel Erlanger - son 
R’ Yechiel Erlanger - son 
R’ Eliezer Erlanger - son 
R’ Shalom Erlanger - son
R’ Aryeh Erlanger - son 
R’ Moshe Dov Erlanger - son 
R’ Nechemia Erlanger - son 
R’ Elchonon Erlanger - son
Mrs. Shifra Privalsky - daughter 

1808 E 7th St
bet Quentin & Kings Highway
Flatbush

Tuesday 
Morning 
3/15/16

When he gave shmuessen he 
would tell others that even when 
there is a mitzvah that cannot be 
done by others (and one must be Me-
vateil Torah to do the mitzvah) one 
must have pain that he is not able to 
learn Torah. In this context he used 
to mention the famous statement of 
the Taz that even though Mordechai 
had to be Mevateil Torah to help Klal 
Yisroel and save them, it still would 
have been better if he wouldn’t have 
had to do this. {This was the reason 
that some of the Sanhedrin removed 
themselves from Mordechai. Even 
though Mordechai did a great mitz-
vah of Hatzalas Nefashos, there was 
still some sort of Tainah on him that 
he wasn’t allowed Min HaShamayim 
to do the bigger mitzvah of Limud 
HaTorah.}

Bitul to Daas Torah was another 
middah tovah my father was known 
for. Once one of the children was in 
a Cheider that was run by a certain 
Menahel. Someone came up to my 
father and told him that Maran Rav 
Schach zt”l had tainos on this Mena-
hel and didn’t agree with his actions. 
My father went to Bnai Brak to speak 
to Rav Schach and he in fact told him 

to remove his son from this cheider. 
Even though really my father liked the 
Menaheil and had great hakaras hatov 
to him, he immediately listened to the 
Rosh Yeshiva and sent my brother to a 
different Cheider. 

Hakaras Hatov was another middah 
tovah my father was known for. A cer-
tain bochur once came up to my father 
and told him that he didn’t understand 
the shiur since it was given in Yiddish. 
To help him, my father started giving 
an additional shiur in Ivrit, Hebrew. 
My father had Hakaras Hatov for this, 
and from the next 25 years, he would 
attend every single Simcha this person 
made, including even a Shalom Zach-
or. One time this person didn’t tell my 
father that he was making a simcha, as 
he didn’t want him to attend due to his 
difficult medical condition. Somehow 
he found out about the simcha and at-
tended it anyway. 

In conclusion, the gematria of 
HaMalach Refael (with the Minyan 
HaOsios and the Kollel) is equal to Ha-
Bayis. In the zechus of following in the 
path of Rav Refael Shmuelevitz zt”l in 
hasmadah, being Machmir in Bitul To-
rah, Hakaras HaTov and Hisbatlus to 
Daas Torah, may we be zoche to soon 
see the rebuilding of the Beis HaMik-
dash speedily. 

HaMalach Refael: Thoughts on Rav Refael Shmuelevitz zt”l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 114
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Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger a”h
Shaul KaSSin

With deep sorrow and great re-
morse we regret to inform the pass-
ing of Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger 
A”H at 67 years old, wife of Rabbi 
Ezriel Erlanger - Mashgiach of Mir 
Yeshiva Brooklyn. 

Rebbetzin Chasya is the daugh-
ter of the great Mashgiach and fi-
nal word on Chinuch Rabbi Shlo-
mo Wolbe zt”l. Rebbetzin Chasya’s 
mother, may Hashem grant her long 
life in health and happiness, is the 
great Tzaddeket Rebbetzin Rivkah 
Wolbe, who despite most of her 
whole family and the city she came 
from, survived the Holocaust. Reb-
betzin Rivkah Wolbe’s father Rabbi 
Avraham Grodzinski zt”l was the 
assistant Mashgiach of the Great 
Slabodka Yeshiva. His home was al-
ways filled with guests from simple 
people to the greatest Torah Giants 
of the generation such as the Holy 
Chofetz Chaim, Rabbi Elchonon 
Wasserman and many others. Rab-
bi Avraham Grodzinski was Rebbe 
to thousands, including the world 
famous Rabbi Avigdor Miller zt”l. 
When Rabbi Avigdor Miller arrived 
in Slabodka from America, it was 
Rabbi Avraham Grodzinski who 
first greeted him with, “Welcome to 
Har Sinai.”

Rabbi Avraham Grodzinski was 
brutally beaten by the inhumane 
Nazis and they ripped out every 
single hair from his beard. He was 
sent to the hospital to be treated 
for his bruises and illness. The Na-
zis Yemach Shemo Vezichro set the 
whole hospital on fire, burning alive 
all its Jewish patients. Several hun-
dred sick Jews, including children, 
were burned alive. Rebbetzin Rivkah 
Wolbe was one of the last people to 
see the Great Rabbi Elchonon Was-
serman before he was murdered in 
the Holocaust. Rebbetzin Rivkah 
Wolbe document what she saw and 
lived through in those terrible dark 
days in a book called “Faith in the 
Night” which is sad beyond belief. 

The Rebbetzin was born in 1948 
in Eretz Yisrael. As a teenager, young 
Chasya traveled to England, where 
she attended the Gateshead semi-
nary. She already at such a young age 
was giving sound intelligent advice 
to her local classmates. In 1968, she 
married her husband Rabbi Ezriel 
Erlanger, who was then studying in 
Beer Yaakov Yeshiva, where he had 
become a talmid muvhak of his fu-
ture father in-law Rabbi Wolbe. 

They settled in Yerushalayim, 
where Rabbi Erlanger studied first 
in Yeshivat Mir before going on to 
assume positions in a number of Ye-
shivot. In Mir Yerushalayim Rabbi 
Erlanger was the Chavruta of the 
then to become famous Rosh Yeshi-
va Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l. 
Rabbi Erlanger became Mashgiach 
of Yeshivat Kol Yaakov. Rebbetzin 
Chasya Erlanger did all that she can 
to help her husband grow in Torah 
and spreading Torah to others as 
well. 

In 1987 Mirrer Yeshiva Brooklyn 
was in desperate need of a Mashgi-
ach, their first choice was Rabbi Ez-
riel Erlanger. The Mashgiach not in-
terested in leaving Eretz Yisrael and 
his illustrious father in-law, had his 
doubts and wondered if maybe this 
is what Hashem wanted of him. He 
asked Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe for ad-
vice of what he should do, to which 
his father in-law advised him to go 
because he is needed and Mirrer 
Yeshiva Brooklyn knows the im-
portance of a Mashgiach and the 
learning of Mussar.  Rabbi Shlomo 
Wolbe said, “Mirrer Yeshiva Brook-
lyn knows what is a Mashgiach, go 
and you will have no problems.”

So in 1987 Rebbetzin Chasya Er-
langer stood by her husband and 
relocated her family to America de-
spite the difficulties of leaving her 
parents, family, friends and where 
she was brought up, in the Holy 
Land of Eretz Yisrael. The change 
was very difficult because they did 
not speak English and were not at all 
familiar with the culture of Ameri-
ca. Despite all this Rebbetzin Chasya 
helped her family adjust to their new 
environment. 

Many people, especially woman 
flocked to the Rebbetzin for advice 
on issues of Chinuch, Shalom Bayis 
and other complicated family and 
personal matters. Drawing on the 
wellsprings of wisdom she had ab-
sorbed from her parents and her 
husband, as well as her own keen 
intelligence, the Rebbetzin helped 
countless families and individuals. 
The Rebbetzin worked to understand 
the person of whom she was meet-
ing with, so that she could offer wise 
caring advice, which was an art that 
she possessed and in return each 
visitor loved her dearly.

Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger suf-
fered tremendously for many years 
with several illnesses and inflictions. 
For 22 years she had MS, where her 

body deteriorated to the point where 
she was only able to move her head, 
the rest of her entire body was par-
alyzed. Six years before her passing 
she was stricken with cancer. She 
was constantly in and out of hos-
pitals, yet despite all this, she and 
her husband were always happy 
and smiling. Never were there any 
sorrow, pity or sadness, always tre-
mendous happiness and joy. Never a 
word of complaint, Never a question 
of why did she have to have all this 
suffering and illness. Something not 
to be believed and truly something 
to emulate. 

A prominent man once went to 
visit and ask advice from The Mash-
giach Rabbi Ezriel Erlanger in his 
home. This man knowing very well 
of the most difficult state the Reb-
betzin was in, heard laughing from 
the next room. Never crossing his 
mind that it would be the Rebbetz-
in who was suffering from so many 
terminal illnesses, asked the Mash-
giach who was laughing inside. The 
Mashgiach replied that is was his 
wife. Rabbi Erlanger then took the 
man to the next room for them to 
see his wife.

This man left The Mashgiach’s 
home blown away, seeing this couple 
suffering so much, yet their Simchat 
HaChaim (Happiness of Life) was 
far greater than anyone he had ever 
known. 

Rabbi Ezriel Erlanger besides all 
his responsibilities in the Mirrer 
Yeshiva and other Yeshiva’s that he 
holds positions in, also gives many 
classes throughout the week in his 
home. One of the reasons the classes 
were held in his home, was so that 
he could be close to his Rebbetzin 
if she needed his help. Just a side 
point, the dedication of Rabbi Ez-
riel Erlanger for his wife through-
out all the years of her illnesses, is 
something that is beyond belief and 
beyond words. When the class was 
about to start, The Mashgiach would 
leave the kitchen where he was with 
his Rebbetzin, and then come to the 
dining room, where talmidim were 
waiting for the Shiur. One of the 
weekly dedicated followers always 
comments, “When The Mashgiach 
leaves his kitchen, where there is 
tremendous difficulties, suffering, 
pain, illness and disease, yet despite 
all this he enters the dining room 
filled with tremendous life and hap-
piness, smiling ear to ear as if he just 
won the Mega Billion Dollar Lotto.”

Each week when I open the front 
door and am about to enter The 
Mashgiach’s home for the weekly 
Vaad, there is always a most beauti-
ful amazing smell, something that I 
never smelled before in my life, I am 
convinced it’s a Scent of Gan Eden. 

I mentioned this to one of the 
Thursday night class talmidim. He 
then told it to The Mashgiach him-
self. The Mashgiach answered him 
that it was the chicken soup that 
the Rebbetzin made every Thursday 
night for Shabbos. When the Thurs-
day night talmid came back and told 
me the answer from The Mashgiach, 
I told him it’s not true, because the 
same beautiful smell of Gan Eden is 
also there on Wednesday night and 
any other times I been to The Mash-
giach’s home.

One day in speaking to one of the 
son of Rabbi Ezriel Erlanger, he told 
me “The Shalom Bayit that we wit-
nessed as children till this very day 
is what our Saba zt”l (Rabbi Shlomo 
Wolbe) once said, ‘There is a Scent of 
Gan Eden, in their home.’”

Another son once said, “My par-
ents Shalom Bayit was on such a 
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My Dear Friend, Rebetzin Leah Kagan a”h
MRS. HADASSAH (KAHN) YUDKOWSKY

“A friendship is more precious than pearls and dearer than gold.”
Over the past month, I heard the following sentiment repeated o� en: 

“She truly was my closest friend.” 
Let me tell you about my closest friend – caring, sensitive to others, and 

giving. � e spotlight was always on the other person; nothing was ever 
about her. � e motto she lived by and put into action was: “You can never 
go wrong by doing or saying something nice”. A shidduch was proposed be-
tween a young man and woman, but it was going nowhere. It was suggested 
that perhaps her famous brother Rabbi Akiva Ehrenfeld zt”l, founder of 
Kiryas Mattesdorf, could move things along. She was immediately on the 
phone to Jerusalem.

May the Ribbono Shel Olam remember her sel� essness when faced with 
a di�  cult challenge in her own life, she only voiced her concern and advo-
cated for her friend who was a� ected by the same situation.

My friend Leah was the most perceptive person I ever met. She knew 
what others needed without them saying a word. From an invitation to sup-
per, or a well-timed and appropriate gi� , to sharing in a simcha or sorrow, 
or simply o� ering a kind word or lending a listening ear.

My friend Leah was respectful to everyone, whether it was an esteemed 
house-guest or a young classroom assistant. She saw the good in every hu-
man being, whether child or adult.

My friend Leah was the epitome of royalty. Her nobility and regal sim-
plicity were always manifest in her conduct and speech.

My friend Leah set the bar high. It’s sometimes di�  cult to remember not 
to expect others to measure up to this extraordinary woman. If we could 
only emulate her just a little bit.

I mustn’t fail to mention her ability to see the humor in life. Her wit was 
clever – but never at the expense of another’s feelings.

We’ve lost so much! But her light continues to radiate in those she in� u-
enced and in those she touched. I include myself, because I too was drawn 
to her. No matter what challenges life brought, I had my friendship with 
Leah – and therefore I had reason to smile.

Her daughter-in-law, Chanie, lives with the Kagan family in Denver. She 
re� ects her mother-in-law’s personality: Quietly, behind the scenes, she is 
involved in myriad chessed activities. She is there for anyone and everyone 
in need. 

Now, my comfort will come from sharing sweet memories with her 
many closest friends. May her family, particularly her revered husband the 
Rosh Yeshiva shlita, � nd solace in their own sweet memories.

Fondly remembering the “Purple Mountains Majesty”, Hadassah.

high level that it’s not possible to even understand. It’s so deep and exalted 
that it’s beyond our comprehension.”

Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger a”h leaves behind great lineage all going in 
ways of Hashem. 

Husband: Rabbi Ezriel Erlanger - Mashgiach of Mir Yeshiva Flatbush
Siblings: Rabbi Avraham Wolbe, Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe, Rebbetzin Esther 

Schwartzman, Rebbetzin Raiza Bamberger
Children: Rebbetzin Shifra Privalsky, Rabbi Yisroel Erlanger, Rabbi 

Yechiel Erlanger, Rabbi Eliezer Erlanger, Rabbi Asher, Rabbi Shalom Er-
langer, Rabbi Aryeh Erlanger, Rabbi Moshe Dov Erlanger, Rabbi Nechemia 
Erlanger, Rabbi Elchonon Erlanger.

� ere is no question that the Great Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger A”H en-
dured so much pain and su� ering as atonement for our generation and as 
her husband � e Mashgiach said for previous generations as well. May she 
go up in front of Hashem’s Heavenly � rone and plead with the Almighty 
to give her Great Husband the strength and ability to continue in his Holy 
work for Klal Yisrael and beg Hashem to bring the Final Redemption and 
the Coming of Mashiach. AMEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 116

Rebbetzin Chasya Erlanger a”h
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7:45 PM
Agudas Yisroel of MIdwood 817 AVENUE H

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

8:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahavas Shalom   864 E 26TH ST

Bais Medrash Yaakov Moshe   1221 AVE S

Bais Moshe Shmiel   1782 E 28TH ST

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PARKWAY

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

Congregation Chizuk Hadas 1421 AVE O

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21 ST

Merkaz Hatefilah 1898 BAY AVENUE (M&18)

Merkaz Yisroel of Marine Park  3311 AVE S

Sephardic Congregaton  2831 NOSTRAND AVE

8:15 PM
Adas Yishurin Bais Moshe 3418 AVE N

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bnei Binyomin 727 AVEN O

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE 

8:30 PM
Avenue N Jewish Center 321 AVE N

Congregation Tenke 1643 E. 21ST ST

Chabad of Marine Park 3040 NOSTRAND AVE.

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE.

Khal Keser Yisroel Mordechai 2016 AVENUE L

Shaarei Halacha 3417 AVE L

8:45 PM
Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST
Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz  
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Lazewniks 1500 E. 9th St

Marpeh L'Nefesh 3017 BEDFORD AVE

Cong. Bnei Avrum 197 WEBSTER AVE

9:00 PM
Agudath Israel of Flatbush 1302 OOCEAN PKWY

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahavas Dovid 924 E 10TH ST

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais HaMedrash Hagadol of East Flatbush  
 3120 BEDFORD AVE

Bais Moshe Shmiel    1782 E 28TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bnei Israel 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Bnei Yitzchok  1143 E 19TH ST

Chasidei Gur 1409 OCEAN PARKWAY

Congregation Bais Yitzchok 1143 E. 19TH ST

Congregation Bnei Israel 3190 BEDFORD

Congregation Sfard 1575 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Shaaray Zion 1659 E 13TH ST

Congregation Sheves Achim 1517 AVE H

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Khal Beis Avrohom 1524 E. 17TH ST

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 2002 AVE J

Khal Kinyan Torah 1570 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Sasregen 1279 E. 24TH ST

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Mapeh L'nefesh    3017 BEDFORD AVE

Mayan Yisroel   3315 AVE N 

Nachlas Yehoshua 1655 E. 24TH ST

Sasregen  1279 E 24TH ST

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

9:15 PM
Bnei Torah Bais Naftoli 3514 FLATLANDS AVE

Bnei Torah of Marine Park 3523 AVENUE S

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVENUE J

Congregation Bais Aryeh 1069 EAST 4TH STREET

Congregation Ahavas Dovid 924 EAST 10TH

Congregation Keren Orah 812 DITMAS AVE

Congregation Nachlas Tzvi 2201 EAST 23RD

Congregation Tiferes Tzvi 1307 E. 8TH ST

Ginzei Yosef AVE R BET. 12TH & 13TH ST

Kolel Zichron Shmiel Chenskowitz 1167 E. 13 ST

Monastristch 2702 AVE M

Narol Beis Hamedrash 2409 AVE U

Rabbi Lezevnik's Shul 1500 E 9TH STREET

Tehilah L'Dovid 1950 E 21 STREET

Young Israel of Midwood 1694 OCEAN AVE

Yeshiva of Brooklyn 1200 OCEAN PKWY

9:20 PM
Kehilas Moreshes Yaakov 1757 OCEAN AVE

9:30 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Agudas Yisrael Snif Zichron Shmuel 2141 CONEY IS.

Bais Avrohom Dkrula Spinka 1177 E. 18TH ST

Bais Hamedrash of Flatbush 1485 E. 29TH ST

Beis Avrohom 1524 E 17TH ST

Bais Medrash Ateres Shloima 2905 AVE K

Beis Medrash Beis Y'shaya AVE I & E. 22ND ST

Beis Medrash Bais Halevi 671 EAST 7TH ST

Beis Menachem Mendel D'Flatbush 1703 AVE J

Chasidei Gur of Midwood 1937 OCEAN AVE.

Horodenke 3011 AVE. K

Kehillah of Marine Park 3605 QUENTIN RD

Khal Ohr Gedalyahu 1554 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 2920 AVE J

Khal Talmidei Hayeshivos 1609 AVENUE M

Khal Zichron Avrohom Yaakov 3203 BEDFORD

Kollel Bnei Torah 1323 E. 32ND ST

Shalheves Kodesh 2920 AVE J

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Yeshiva Gedola Ohr Yisrael 2899 NOSTRAND

Yeshiva Kol Yaakov 1197 E.17 ST

9:35 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

9:40 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

9:45 PM
Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan  1516 E 24TH ST

Bais Hamedrash Kol Torah 2016 AVE M

Cong Bais Yisroel of Kensington 693 EAST 7TH

Congregation Bet Yaakob 1801 OCEAN PKWY

Khal Zichron Mordechai 2645 NOSTRAND AVE

Kol Torah  2022 AVENUE M

Marei Yechezkel of Flatbush 1016 E. 15TH ST

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim 1271 E. 35TH ST

9:55 PM
Avenue O Synagogue 808 AVENUE O

9:50 PM
Kollel Makarov 3118 QUENTIN RD

10:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel of Madison 2122 AVE S

Ahi Ezer    1885 OCEAN PARKWAY

Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Beis Medrash D'Bertch 3302 AVE P

Bais Medrash Torah U'Tefilah 3304 BEDFORD

Bet Yosef 2108 OCEAN PKWY

Bnei Binyamin 727 AVENUE O

Beth Mordechai 1358 EAST 13TH ST

Cong. Kehal Imrei Shaul D'Modzitz  
 1542 CONEY ISLAND AVE

Congregation Keter Torah  2220 AVENUE L

Khal Bais Eluzer D'Faltishan 1516 E. 24TH ST

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21ST

Khal Toras Chaim D'Flatbush 2201 AVE L

Kollel Bnei Yeshivos 2402 AVE P

Kollel Hashechunah 1228 EAST 34 ST

Knesses Bais Avigdor 1720 AVE J

Lakewood Minyan 1495 CONEY ISLAND

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 59 GRAVESEND NECK RD.

Nachlas Yitzchok Soblov 3418 AVE L

Ohr Eliyahu 702 AVENUE O - SIDE DOOR

Sharei Eliezer 1882 NEW YORK AVE

Tomchei Torah 1966 OCEAN AVE

Young Israel of Avenue J 1721 AVE J

Young Isreal of Flatbush 1012 AVE I

10:05 PM
Zichron Alter 1486 OCEAN PARKWAY

10:10 PM
Khal Zichron Aryeh Leib 2915 AVE J

10:15 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Congregation Bnei Binyamin 3190 BEDFORD AVE

Khal Bais Ephraim 2802 AVE J

10:30 PM
Beis Medrash Chasdei Chaim 1575 CONEY ISLAND

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

11:00 PM
Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 2913 AVE L

Bostoner Beis Medrash 2822 AVE J

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 1093 EAST 21ST

Khal Veretzky/Rabbi Laundau's: AVE L/E. 9

Every 15 minutes throughout evening

ADVERTISE IN NEXT WEEK'S FJJ

SUPPLEMENT
718.692.1144  / ADS@THEFJJ.COM
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An Atrophied Middah

While for nearly 2,000 years, Jews 
have had to employ many of our tough 
middos in order to survive, in the last 
half-century we haven’t had to engage 
them nearly as much. We haven’t had 
to make the choice of “convert or die,” 
and we haven’t even had to make the 
choice of going to work on Shabbos or 
losing our jobs, as many Jews did in the 
early 20th century in the United States.

A middah is like a muscle; when 
you don’t use it, it atrophies. � e rel-
atively cushy existence we’ve been 
handed by the Ribbono Shel Olam 
over the last 50 or 60 years has le�  
the middah of gevurah that our par-
ents or grandparents had to exercise 
throughout their lives in disuse.

Today, we once again face chal-
lenges that call for gevurah, and we 
have to learn to reawaken the dormant 
middah to pass those challenges.

As an example: A� er we concluded 
our trip to Italy, my wife and I visited 
Eretz Yisrael for four days.

On Shabbos, I davened in a small 
shul in a Yerushalayim neighborhood. 
It was Parashas Eikev, and the two 
gabba’im approached me and asked if 
I would be willing to speak.

To be more accurate, one gabbai 
asked me to speak, and the other said: 
“Six minutes.”

I felt like replying, “My warm-up 
pitches take six minutes.”

Given the time limit, I went up and 
pointed out that in Parashas Eikev, the 
Torah tells the story of Moshe Rab-
beinu descending from Har Sinai and 
� nding that Klal Yisrael worshiped the 
Eigel (Golden Calf), and he immedi-
ately threw down the Luchos (Tablets) 
and smashed them to smithereens.

Was this action by Moshe Rabbe-
inu good or bad?

Actually, the case can be made 
that Moshe Rabbeinu’s decision to 
destroy the Luchos was his crowning 
achievement. How do we know that? 
Because the last eight pesukim in the 
Torah, which we read on Simchas To-
rah, are Hashem’s hesped, His epitaph, 
for Moshe Rabbeinu. � e very last of 
those pesukim is: And by all the strong 
hand and awesome power that Moshe 
performed before the eyes of all Isra-
el (Devarim 34:12). Rashi states that 
each part of this verse refers to one of 
Moshe Rabbeinu’s amazing accom-
plishments: ulechol hayad hachazokoh 
refers to his bringing the Torah down 

from the Heavens to the Jewish people, 
and ulechol hamora hagadol alludes to 
the miracles he performed in the Wil-
derness. But what was the apex, what 
was Moshe’s greatest achievement? If 
I asked you to stop reading and write 
down his � nest moment, I doubt many 
of you would guess the answer.

Rashi says that the very last words 
in the Torah, the words that describe 
Moshe’s ultimate achievement refer to 
Moshe’s “heart being upli� ed to break 
the Luchos in front of the eyes of the 
Jewish people.”

Rashi adds that Hashem thanked 
Moshe for that deed, as alluded to in the 
words that you broke (Shemos 34:1), 
which is a contraction of the words, 
thank you for breaking [the Luchos].

Why was breaking the Luchos 
Moshe’s crowning glory? Because 
Moshe Rabbeinu nearly gave his life 
for those Luchos. He didn’t eat or drink 
for 40 days while he was in the Heavens 
learning the Torah, and he had to battle 
the heavenly angels to receive them. Hu-
man nature is such that when we invest 
and put all our energy into something, 
we don’t walk away from it so fast.

If we were the ones descending that 
mountain a� er 40 days of self-sacri� ce, 
would we have broken those Luchos? 
Or would we have said, “Sorry fellas, 
you can’t have these now. I’m putting 
them away until you do teshuvah.” 
Who would have had the strength to 
smash something for which they sacri-
� ced so much?

Moshe overcame the natural hu-
man tendency to want to preserve 
one’s hard work, and he said, “If it’s 
not right, then I’ll just walk away.”

� at takes incredible gevurah.
Walking Away From an Error

Rav Gifter expressed a similar 
thought regarding the following Ge-
mara: Shimon HaAmsuni (some say it 
was Nechemia HaAmsuni), a Tanna, 
posited that each pasuk that contains 
the word es could have been written 
without that word. He spent many years 
expounding every occurrence of es in 
the Torah. To give you an idea of how 
much work that is, just the � rst pasuk in 
the Torah has two occurrences: Haaretz 
v’es hashamayim es elokim boro breishis!

We don’t know how he expounded 
each one of the approximately 4,000 
appearances of es in the Torah. But 
as an example, he deduced from the 
seemingly extraneous word es in the 
verse: kabed es avicha, honor thy father 

(Shemos 20:12) that it is a requirement 
to honor older siblings as well.

Shimon HaAmsuni continued with 
this approach until he reached the 
verse: You shall be in awe of Hashem, 
your God (Devarim 6:13). Suddenly, 
he stopped and said, “� ere can’t be 
another being that we are required 
to be in awe of alongside Hashem. 
It must be that my entire thesis was 
wrong; the word es in the Torah can-
not always be expounded.”

Eventually, says the Gemara, R’ 
Akiva found a derashah for that es 
as well: es Hashem elokecho tirah li-
rabos talmidei chachomim. � is verse 
is teaching us that we are required to 
be in awe of talmidei chachamim as a 
corollary of our awe of Hashem.

Asks Rav Gi� er: What did R’ Akiva 
see that Shimon HaAmsuni, who had 
spent all those years expounding ev-
ery verse containing, es did not? Why 
couldn’t Shimon HaAmsuni come to 
the same conclusion as R’ Akiva?

Says Rav Gi� er: You know what R’ 
Akiva saw? He saw Shimon HaAmsuni! 
He saw a man who gave his lifeblood to 
a thesis, working night and day to ex-

pound each es, yet when he found a sin-
gle occurrence that he couldn’t resolve, 
he was prepared to walk away from it.

Imagine a rosh yeshivah who spends 
his life developing a certain approach 
to every machlokes in the Gemara, and 
then he reaches one that doesn’t work. 
He’s already given shiur to decades’ 
worth of talmidim, he’s published se-
farim based on his approach — and 
suddenly he has to retract.

The Gemara says that Shimon 
HaAmsuni’s students actually asked 
him, “What will happen to all the 
derashos of the word es that you ex-
pounded until this point?”

“Just as I received reward for ex-
pounding those words,” he replied, 
“so will I receive reward for abandon-
ing (my thesis).”

When R’ Akiva saw a person so 
committed to the truth that he was 
willing to admit that his life’s work 
was without merit, he said, “� is per-
son is worthy of our awe.”

It’s very di�  cult to say that you’re 
wrong. But that ability is a function of the 
middah of gevurah, the strength that is 
one of the hallmarks of the Jewish people.

RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Rabbi Frand
We Are All In This Together Legacy of Strength
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To order these units for your 
Shul & Yeshiva, call 718-645-4698

CLOSE TO 200 UNITS HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
ORDERED AND DISTRIBUTED WORLDWIDE 

TO SHULS & YESHIVOS WORLDWIDE:

Yerushalayim  •  Belgium • Switzerland • England  
•  Cincinatti  •  Baltimore • Los Angeles  •  Chicago  
•  Lakewood • Passaic  •  Flatbush  •  Boro Park  •  

Marine Park •  East Side •  Williamsburg

We welcome Belgim, England, Switzerland to our global members!

Due to the vision and initiative of 
HORAV ELIEZER GINSBURG shlita, there is fi nally a solution 
to the cell phone mageifah affecting our shuls and yeshivos!
Rabbi Ginsburg has raised the initial funding to develop, design and produce 
180 wood cell phone locker units. Upon entering a Makom Torah Utefillah, cell 
phones are placed in personal secured numbered lockers under lock and key. 
The keys remain with cell phone owner until he exits the premises.

A LASTING TRIBUTE FOR THE KEDOSHEI HAR NOF!

100 NEW UNITS HAVE ARRIVED!
Due to the unprecedented response from Shuls & Yeshivos worldwide, 

100 new cell phone lockers which contain built-in chargers for cell phones
have arrived on these shores!

In these turbulent times do something for כבוד בית הכנסת!
Order a cell phone locker for your מקום תורה ותפילה.

Join the worldwide movement to preserve the sanctity,
by not bringing cell phones or smartphones into the מקום תורה ותפילה.

By upholding their Kedusha, we will בעז״ה bring a greater שמירה 

for כלל ישראל in Eretz Yisroel and throughout the world.
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THURSDAY NIGHT 
MISHMAR

Join a Full Beis Hamedrash Learning B’Hasmadah

JOIN THE SIMCHA WEEKLY!
10:00 PM – MAARIV    10:20-11:30 PM – SEDER

11:30-11:45 PM – SHIUR    11:45 PM – 2ND MAARIV

MIDNIGHT TO 1:00 AM – MISHMAR II!

Agudah of Madison 
Ave S & East 22 St.

Khal Shalheves Kodesh 
(Rabbi Sheinkopf)

2920 Ave. J
following 9:15 Maariv   •  Learning: 9:30-10:30 PM

Cedarhurst: 
Kehilas Bais Yehuda Tzvi (R’ Feitman)

(corner Oakland & West Broadway)  
Mishmar 10:30 pm   •  Mariv 11:15 pm

Great Neck: 
Torah Ohr

575 Middle Neck Road / Great Neck, NY

Manhattan: 
East Side Torah Center
317 Henry Street (off Grand St.)

Mariv 10:10 pm   •  Mishmar 10:30-11:45 pm

2 
EXTRA 
HOURS

BRING YOUR CHAVRUSA OR WE’LL SET ONE UP FOR YOU
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Letters to the Photographer
Every once in a while I receive letters, which serve as reinforcement for 

what I have mentioned quite o� en in the past.  Here is one I received from 
a good photographer and a loyal reader:

Hi,
My camera would not work properly, so I took all photos today on my 

I-pod. � e camera would give a message - busy - and not take the picture, 
the lens would not retract automatically when I turned the camera o� . I am 
completely recharging the two batteries that I have and then I will try the 
camera again. � e miniature train show was amazing. Here are some pho-
tos. One has to see it in person to really appreciate it.  

CS

Dear CS, 
One of the things which has made me extremely nervous when going out 

to photograph an event is adequate batteries. In the “olden” � lm days, we 
used mechanical cameras, I.e. Hasselblads and Bronicas with no concern 
about batteries. Our only concern was the mechanics of the camera and cre-
ating beautiful images. But now that we are a completely digital generation, 
we must rely upon the batteries contained within our cameras. It is for this 
reason that I travel with not only the battery in the camera, but yet another 
two batteries, one of which is plugged into a charger which is plugged into 

the wall. Now my only concern is re-
membering to remove the charger at 
the end of the evening.

Some digital cameras will operate 
on the standard AA alkaline batteries, 
the upside is you can always obtain 
alkaline batteries in or around where 
you are photographing. � e custom 
camera batteries must be charged and 
I would not want to carry a charger 
with me when going to an event such 
as the train show.

And speaking of train show, I would like to share with our readers, the 
photographs created by       

CS. Not bad, you  might say for an iPod “camera”.
� ough these photos might not appear in the center fold of our paper, 

they are rather interesting and they do capture the essence of this train show. 
It’s only too bad I did not receive more photos to display.

So once again, my dear readers, please don’t hesitate to submit photos 
you have created.

Aaron Akselrud is the owner of Akselrud Studio 718.338.6536 aakselrud@msn.com

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS BY AARON AKSELRUD

Flatbush  Focus

A rebbishe Maaseh is said about 
Rav Leivi Yitzchok M’Barditchiv zt”l 
which shows the same point. Once 
Rav Levi Yitzchok was in a shul and 
saw how a particular Shaliach Tzi-
bur, Chazan, went extremely quick-
ly in his Te� lah. A� er the davening, 
Rav Levi Yitzchok went up to the 
Baal Te� lah and started to speak 
like a baby. � e person told Rav 
Levi Yitzchok that he didn’t under-
stand what he was saying. � e Tza-
dik said that if you can’t understand 
what I am saying, then how can you 
expect Hashem to understand your 
te� los, which were said in such a 
quick fashion. A seventy year old 
man got up and said that he had a 
Limud Zechus for the Baal Te� lah: 
Even if a regular person doesn’t un-
derstand what a baby is saying, his 
parents understand, due to their 

connection and love for their child. 
� e nimshal is that Hashem is our 
father, and therefore he will under-
stand even the te� los said in such a 
quick manner. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok said that these 
words of Limud Zechus were so im-
portant that it is possible that this per-
son lived his entire seventy years just 
in order to say such words of Zechus. 

{A hint to the above is that the 
gematria of Mem, standing for 
Megilas, Esther, Ches, standing for 
Charvonah, with four Kollelim, is 
equal to Teshuva. � is hints that the 
lessons of Megilas Esther and Char-
vonah should help us to do Teshuva. 

On Purim is said “Teshusam 
Hayisa Lanetzach Vesikvasam 
Bechol Dor Vador. May we also, 
even in our own Dor see Yeshuos 
and Nechamos and the coming of 
Moshiach Tzidkeinu speedily.}

Thoughts On Purim
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

718.692.1144  
ADS@THEFJJ.COM

FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

PRE-PURIM ISSUE: 
AD DEADLINE: Monday, March 14

DISTRIBUTION: Thursday, March 17

PURIM ISSUE: 
AD DEADLINE: Monday, March 21

DISTRIBUTION: Wednesday, March 23 (Taanis Esther)

Reserve Early, While Advertising Space  
Still Remains In These Special Purim Issues 

NOT JUST A 
NEWSPAPER 
IT'S THE FJJ

INSPIRATIONAL READING.   ENJOYABLE EXPERIENCE. 
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i n v e s t i n g  i n  i s r a e l’s  c h i l d r e n

SHUVU
CHAZON AVROHOM

SHUVU CHAZON AVROHOM

25 TH ANNUAL DINNER

celebrating        years

MOTZEI SHABBOS | MARCH 5TH       'אור ליום כ''ו אדר א
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The Lofty Purpose of TAFKID
Rocky Zweig

They’re just like you. They share 
joy and laughter and pain and sor-
row and they survive. And somehow 
they thrive, too. Yes; they’re just like 
you. Only difference is they’re en-
trusted with a holy neshama named 
Shlomie or Naftali or Chani or 
Dassie who’s not the same as other 
children. This is a child with whom 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu has entrusted 
them, to cherish and care for, but 
mostly to love. This is a child that 
strives and grows and does his best, 
but will never be like other kids. This 
is a Special Needs Child.

Suddenly, they felt as if they had 
entered a foreign country where 
they had no idea how to speak the 
language. The feeling of panic was 
overwhelming. The challenges were 
daunting and seemed insurmount-
able. How will we ever be able to care 
for him? How will we learn all the 
necessary skills? How will we find 
the services we’re going to need? 
They didn’t worry about diapers and 
formula and pacifiers; they worried 
about wheelchairs and therapy and 
cognition.

If you’ve ever tried to fight a park-
ing ticket, you know what an abso-
lute nightmare dealing with govern-
ment agencies can be. Now imagine 
desperately needing help for your 
child and not having the slightest 
idea which agency handles what, 

whom you need to call, what you 
need to ask, where you need to go. 
With your nerves frayed and your 
confidence waning, there’s only one 
thing of which you’re absolutely cer-
tain: there’s no way you can do this 
on your own.  

Luckily, there is somewhere you 
can turn. Since 1994 TAFKID has 
been there, holding the hand of 
parents of Special Needs Children, 
sometimes literally, and walking 
them through that insufferable sea 
of red tape. 

For example, the Department of 
Education establishes a distinct plan 
for each and every Special Needs 
Child known as an Individualized 
Education Plan, or I.E.P. But you 
know your kid a whole lot better 
than some social worker and a few 
bureaucrats sitting around a desk. 
How do you fight for the vital ben-
efits your child desperately needs? 
You call Juby, that’s how!

TAFKID is the brainchild of a 
dynamic powerhouse named Juby 
Shapiro Charnowitz. Juby has two 
special needs children of her own 
and as a young mom quickly real-
ized how staggeringly difficult it 
was to navigate the system to find 
everything she needed for her kids. 
She knew there was nowhere for new 
parents to turn, and so TAFKID 
was born. Juby based it on what she 

wished she had had for herself, and 
she remains its heart and soul.

While there are other fine orga-
nizations that offer services for chil-
dren and adults with special needs, 
until the advent of TAFKID there 
were none specifically designed to 
educate parents about all the other 
resources available to them. What 
started as a mothers’ support group 
has grown into an organization that 
now helps over 1,500 families! And 
TAFKID grows with the family, 
helping them from birth through 
adulthood and every stage in be-
tween.

What if you disagree with your 
child’s I.E.P.? With TAFKID at your 
side, you can fight City Hall! Juby 
will act as your advocate, attend 
hearings, and fight to get the ser-
vices your child needs.

While having a phone conversa-
tion with a concerned mom about 
the Department of Education, 
TAFKID might recommend an out-
standing pediatric orthopedist, neu-
rologist or Psychologist. They might 
tell her about benefits like Medic-
aid or Social Security Disability. In 
other words, TAFKID is a one-stop 
shop for special needs families. 

But TAFKID’s crowning achieve-
ment is its Family Purim Festival. 
Every year, on a Sunday before Pu-
rim, TAFKID throws a massive 
party at FDR High School for all 

their Special Needs Children, their 
siblings, parents, and even grand-
parents. Attendance is generally up-
ward of a thousand people, coming 
and going all day long. The festival 
features such favorites as T-shirts, 
face painting, wax hands, balloon 
animals, goldfish, carnival game 
booths, bouncing booths, popcorn, 
cotton candy and soda. It’s so very 
important for them to be able to get 
away and enjoy a day together in the 
true spirit of Purim.

And oh, the entertainment! Past 
performers have included such il-
lustrious stars as Shlomie Dachs, 
Michoel Pruzansky, Sruly Williger, 
The Twins from France, and the one 
and only Uncle Moishy. The kids 
look forward to this fantastic day 
all year. They have an absolute blast, 
and their folks get a chance to forget 
about their day-to-day issues and 
just have fun!

Many of these incredible families 
are financially strapped, so TAFKID 
doesn’t charge a dime for the festi-
val; even the T-shirts are free.

As you might imagine, TAFKID 
is wholly dependent on donations 
for its survival. The economic down-
turn of the last few years has affected 
contributions drastically. For more 
information or to donate, please call 
718-252-2236 or email TAFKID@
AOL.COM.

Kosher Musical Comes To Brooklyn
“Yosef”, not Joseph, is the new 

one of a kind musical written and 
performed with the frum commu-
nity in mind,” said Zvika Bornstein, 
director, producer and co-writer of 
this original retelling of the story of 
Yosef, Hatzadik. 

This show will certainly enter-
tain. The cast of twenty-five men is 
comprised of professional actors, 
dancers and singers. In addition, 
there is an angelic boys’ choir and 
the famous “Iconic Boyz” dance 
group.  This will be the first show 

of its kind, created for men, women 
and children to enjoy together. A 
timeless story told through contem-
porary music and dance with scenes 
that are hysterically funny, as well as 
emotionally wrenching. This is truly 
family entertainment at its best!

When Mr. Bornstein, who is Gad 
Elbaz’s producer, told the Israeli su-
perstar about the project, Gad was 
excited to come on board. “I knew 
if Zvika was directing and produc-
ing this show, then it had to be top 
notch. It was something I had to 
be part of,” said Gad. The beautiful 
music was enhanced by lyrics and 
a script written by Bornstein and 
Rappaport, all based on the Torah 
and commentaries. Mr. Bornstein 
then approached Yaakov Spadaro, 
an extremely talented musician and 
vocal coach, who sings with the pop-
ular group “six13,” and asked him to 
serve as musical director.    

Dr. Beth Raskin, executive di-
rector of Kulanu has been working 
very closely with Bornstein and 
Rappaport to ensure the produc-
tion’s success. “It was only natural 
that an organization like Kulanu, 
which translates to “all of us togeth-
er” would be the one to produce it,” 
Dr. Raskin said.  

There will be three performances 
of this spectacular show: Saturday 
Night, March 26th at 9:30 PM, Sun-
day afternoon, March 27th at 5:00 
PM and Saturday Night, April 2nd 
at 9:30 PM. All proceeds will ben-
efit Torah L’Kulanu, and support a 
Jewish education for children with 
special needs. The performances are 
held the Master Theater in Brighton 
Beach, located near the Belt Parkway 
and accessible by public transporta-
tion. You can order tickets on line at 
www.Jewishtickets.com or by call-
ing 347-534-0821.
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Green� eld Lauds New Garbage Collection Schedule to Ease Tra�  c in Borough Park
Councilman David G. Green� eld 

today expressed his thanks to San-
itation Department Commissioner 
Kathryn Garcia for her hard work in 
helping to alleviate Borough Park’s 
traffic problem and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio 
for his personal in-
volvement in improv-
ing the quality in� ict 
of Boro Park residents. 
As part of a deal an-
nounced by the Mayor 
last night, the Sanita-
tion Department will 
adjust its garbage col-
lection schedule in the 
neighborhood to avoid 
making pickups during rush hour. 
� e move, advocated by Green� eld 
since his election, is expected to help 
ease tra�  c in a neighborhood where 
congestion on the roads has been a 
major headache for area residents.

“Today’s action is not a silver bul-
let,” Green� eld said. “� ere is always 
going to be tra�  c. But while it may 
not solve the entire problem, what 
we announced today will make a 
real measurable difference in the 
lives of my constituents. It will be 
easier to drive through Boro Park in 
the morning. � at’s a huge victory 
for Boro Park residents.”

At a press conference, Green� eld 
thanked the various leaders and 
community advocates who worked 
so hard to make this happen, includ-
ing the mayor, Commissioner Gar-

cia, Assemblyman Dov 
Hikind, State Senator 
Simcha Felder, DSNY 
Chief Keith Mellis, 
Deputy Chief Jack 
Ryan, Assistant Chief 
Andrew Pugliese, John 
Talmadge of Local 831, 
Yidel Perlstein, 
chairman of Com-
munity Board 12, 
Barry Spitzer, dis-
trict manager for 

Community Board 12, Isaac 
Wollner of the Bus Transit As-
sociation and R’ Heshie Dem-
bitzer of Bobov for their consis-
tent advocacy on this issue.”

“I’m proud we were able to 
get this done for our neighbor-
hood,” Green� eld said. “I will 
keep working to solve quality 
of life problems and continue 
to make Borough Park a better 
place to live.” 

For as long as he’s been in 
office, Greenfield has been a 
strong advocate working to 
improve life in Borough Park 

and throughout New York. Prior 
to today’s achievement, he success-
fully lobbied to reform parking 
meter rules by allowing a 5 min-
ute grace-period at muni-meters, 
allowing for pre-payment of me-
ters  on Friday  and getting rid of 
impossible to remove stickers plac-
es on cars on alternate side parking 
days. Green� eld continues to work 
on commuting-related issues like 
reforming alternate-side parking 
requirements, restoring F express 

service in Brooklyn, and providing 
subway riders with viable alterna-
tives when their local stations are 
closed for construction. Green� eld 
has also committed to renovating 
every park in his district, a process 
that is currently underway through 
$30 million that he has secured and 
has funded an initiative to beautify 
his district by hiring people to clean 
garbage from the sidewalks and 
public spaces.

  

Councilman Chaim Deutsch Introduces Legislation To Protect Seniors From Scams
 Councilman Chaim Deutsch 

(D-BROOKLYN) introduced a bill 
into the City Council yesterday that 
would require the Department of 
Consumer A� airs to educate seniors 
and their caregivers about various 
scams that target older adults.

 As a member of the New York 
City Council Committee on Aging, 
as well as the Committee on Pub-
lic Safety, Councilman 
Deutsch has active-
ly advocated for se-
niors within the 48th 
Council District and 
throughout the City. 
Many of these older 
adults have fallen vic-
tim to fake telemar-
keting or IRS calls, 
consumer fraud, or 
the “fake grandchild scheme”. 

Intro 1086 is a bill that will pro-
tect seniors through education – the 
NYC Department of Consumer Af-
fairs will be compelled to do outreach 
to seniors and their caregivers about 

ongoing scams, how to protect one-
self from these kinds of calls or inter-
actions, and how to report it to the 
proper authorities. In order to guar-
antee that this information will be ac-
cessible to all, Councilman Deutsch 
ensured that the educational material 
will be distributed in seven di� erent 
languages: Spanish, Chinese, Korean, 
Haitian Creole, Russian and Italian.

Speaking out in 
Council Chambers 
during Wednesday’s 
session to urge fellow 
Council Members to 
support this legislation, 
Councilman Deutsch 
said, “� is valuable in-
formation will target 
our senior population 
and their caregivers, 

explaining how – as potential vic-
tims – they can protect themselves 
from fraud. My district has a signi� -
cant amount of senior residents, and 
concerns about deceitful telemarket-
ing calls are increasingly common.”

Councilman Deutsch also cited 
a National Council on Aging study 
that indicated that the “over 60” 
population throughout New York 
City makes twice as many purchases 
over the phone as the national aver-
age, making them especially vulner-
able to this kind of fraud.

“I thank Council Speaker Melis-
sa Mark-Viverito, as well as Coun-

cilman Rafael Espinal, Chair of the 
Committee on Consumer A� airs, for 
co-sponsoring Intro 1086 with me,” 
Councilman Deutsch concluded.

Council Member Chaim Deutsch 
represents Brighton Beach, Man-
hattan Beach, Sheepshead Bay, 
Homecrest, Trump Village, Luna 
Park, Brightwater Towers and parts 
of Midwood.
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An enemy of gratitude is cyni-
cism. To the extent that gratitude 
requires a focus on the positive, cyn-
icism is characterized by sarcasm, 
suspicion, and scorn.

There is an interesting question 
posed by the Meshech Chochmah 
regarding the passage in the Torah 
that describes the punishment of a 
man who cursed G-d:

And Moses spoke to the Children 
of Israel, and they took the blas-
phemer to the outside of the camp, 
and they stoned him to death; and 
the Children of Israel did as Hashem 
had commanded Moses.

The Meshech Chochmah asks 
why it says “as commanded”; af-
ter all, the Jews did many things at 
Hashem’s command. Why single out 
the incident of the blasphemer for 
saying this?

He answers that a cynical com-
plainer can cool off one’s enthusiasm. 
The blasphemer scoffed regarding the 
miracle of the Showbread. “Do you 
serve a king week-old bread?” he asked 
mockingly. There is always a danger 

when one is exposed to a complainer 
that a seed of doubt is planted regard-
ing one’s zeal and commitment to what 
one is doing. The passage therefore 
tells us that the complaints of the blas-
phemer did not impact on the enthusi-
asm of the Jews in carrying out G-d’s 
command in performing the mitzvah 
of the Showbread. It does not refer to 
the carrying out of the sentence, but 
to their retention of loyal obedience 
to G-d’s commandment that had been 
challenged by the sinner.
Secular Perspectives on Cynicism

Research in the workplace has 
found that cynicism thrives when 
one feels disappointed in oneself or 
others, and becomes disillusioned 
because of being treated in a manner 
that breeds distrust, frustration, and 
resentment. It is not surprising that 
when cynicism dominates in a family 
or one’s job, motivation is sapped and 
antagonism increases.

Reality television programs and 
sitcoms are often replete with cynical 
remarks, particularly when younger 
characters interact with their elders. 

What is particularly alarming is how 
common it is on sitcoms for children to 
be depicted as being chronically cyni-
cal, portraying this type of worldview 
as admirable and worthy of emulation.

The findings of the Josephson In-
stitute systematically document how 
this influence has impacted on our 
children. In their 2009 survey of over 
7,000 participants, the Josephson 
Institute of Ethics found alarming 
trends documenting the rise of cyni-
cism in the United States. This insti-
tute has been taking the moral pulse 
of residents of the United States every 
two years since 1992. In their most re-
cent survey, they report evidence that 
“The hole in the moral ozone seems 
to be getting bigger — each new gen-
eration is more likely to lie and cheat 
than the preceding one.” Adolescents, 
in 2009, were found to be five times 
more likely, and young adults three 
times more likely, than those over 40, 
to cynically endorse the belief that 
one must lie and cheat in order to be 
successful in life. This is a particularly 
ominous finding since their research 

confirmed that those who believe that 
cheating is necessary are significantly 
more likely to cheat or lie when they 
become adults. Those who cheat as 
adolescents were also found to be sig-
nificantly more likely when adults to 
lie to their spouses, customers, em-
ployers, and insurance companies. 
It is of note that in this survey, par-
ticipants who said that religion is an 
important part of their life tend to be 
less cynical than those who say that 
religion is not important (13 percent 
vs. 18 percent). The obvious take-
home message is that this alarming 
trend can be checked to the extent 
that parents and educators shield chil-
dren from excess exposure to media 
that glorify cynicism. Needless to say, 
parents, educators, and other adults 
in a child’s life must always be aware 
of their vital function as role models 
and act accordingly. Following some 
of the suggested recommendations 
below regarding cultivating gratitude 
should also serve to lessen the ten-
dency toward cynical attitudes and 
behavior.

Cynicism
DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ & RABBI RAPHAEL PELCOVITZ,  
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Life in the Balance
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Thoughts On Parshas Pekudei Based Upon The Shmuessen of Maran Rav Shmuel Berenbaum zt”l

there was great Kedusha, holiness, 
which would enable Hashem to be 
Mashreh His Shechinah there. 

We know that people can’t live 
with other people they can’t relate 
to, and sometimes they would even 
prefer to sleep in the streets than 
to be together with other people 
they don’t like. Here, Kiveyachol, 
Hashem is actually dwelling with 
Klal Yisroel. This is only possible if 
the place of the Shechinah is estab-
lished on a very high level through 
the Maasim Tovim of Klal Yisroel. 
{Perhaps we can add that according 
to the Targum Yonasan, the Bri-
ach HaTichon came from the Ohel 
of Avrohom Avinu. The Kerashim 
were also taken from the Arazim 
planted by Yaakov Avinu. Thus, the 
Mishkan had the Kedusha related to 
the Avos HaKedoshim.} Only with 
the above Kedusha was it possible to 
bring Klal Yisroel close to Hashem, 
to the extent that they could dwell 
together, Kiveyachol. 

All the above is a gevaldige Ti-
kun for the Chilul Hashem of the 
Chet HaEigel. This is so, as the root 

of the Chet of Avodah Zarah is a 
Richuk, separation, from Hashem 
Yisbarach. The reason for this is 
that it is only possible for a person 
to try to “switch” his relationship 
with Hashem if he feels removed 
from Hashem to the degree that he 
would rebel against Him, r”l. Here, 
through the Mishkan, Klal Yisroel 
did the exact opposite. They showed 
through their actions of Kiddush 
Hashem their feelings of closeness 
to Hashem Yisbarach. This created 
a gevaldige Kiddush Hashem which 
was a Tikun for the previous Chilul 
Hashem of the Chet HaEigel. 

Now we understand why the 
Mishkan is referred to as the place 
which gives testimony that Hash-
em forgave the Chet HaEigel. This 
was not merely a technicality and a 
side point. Rather, this was the ac-
tual Mahus, essence of the Mishkan. 
This itself that Hashem gave His 
Hashraas HaShechinah amongst us 
and allowed us to come so close to 
us, was the cause of the forgiveness 
of the Chet HaEigel, and this was 
why the name of the Mishkan is re-
lated to this. 

Now we also understand why we 
have to mention this whole inyan, is-
sue in the first place. We know that 
there are some sins that are so severe 
that Teshuva alone will not create a 
Kaparah for them (such as Chilul 
Hashem). Therefore, it is important 
for the Pasuk to tell us that there 
is still a Refuah, remedy for such 
aveiros. The aveirah of Chilul Hash-
em can be rectified through creating 
a Kiddush Hashem. 

The Rosh Yeshiva zt”l ended the 
shmuess with words of mussar. It is 
usual that when we get to the end of 
the zeman and Purim comes along, 
there is a sense of Rifyon, of weak-
ening in the Yeshiva. If we do just 
the opposite, and bring a sense of 
strengthening our learning in this 
time, this will create a gevaldige 
Kiddush Hashem, which can cause 
a Tikun even for severe aveiros like 
Chilul Hashem. 

We can add the following point: 
We see that coming close to Hash-
em has the power to create Mechilas 
Avonos, and a connection to Hash-
em is Mechapeir all sins. If one that 
sinned gets such great results by cre-

ating a Kiddush Hashem and com-
ing close to Hashem, Kal Vachomer 
that one who didn’t even sin and 
wants to come close to Hashem and 
create a Kidush Hashem, will get 
gevaldige Siyata Dishmaya to come 
close to Hashem’s Avodah. 

The Rosh Yeshiva zt”l was known 
for his gevaldige mesirus nefesh for 
Limud HaTorah. Once one of his 
grandchildren was engaged, and the 
Mechutan wanted to make the chasu-
nah in Lakewood. The Rosh Yeshiva 
asked that the chasunah be held in 
Brooklyn, so that he wouldn’t have 
to shter, disturb, his second Seder. 
When the Mechutan said that this 
would cost him an extra 5,000 dol-
lars (as the halls in Lakewood were 
cheaper), the Rosh Yeshiva immedi-
ately agreed to write a check for 5,000 
dollars, so as to enable him to learn 
this second Seder properly. 

In the zechus of following in the 
path of the Rosh Yeshiva in strength-
ening ourselves in Kidush Hashem, 
particularly through Limud HaTo-
rah, we should see tremendous Siya-
ta Dishmaya, Mechilas Avonos and 
Hashraas HaShechinah. 
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Classes that I lead on this week’s 
Torah portion, Parashat Pekudei (Ex-
odus 38:21-40:38), o� en evoke ques-
tions about the essential nature of 
religion and spirituality. My students 
generally agree that these two terms, 
“religion” and “spirituality,” beg for 
precise de� nitions. Seldom, howev-
er, does the class reach a consensus 
about the nature of those de� nitions.

Invariably, some students, usually 
the minority, believe that the two terms 
are synonymous, or at least closely re-
lated to each other. On the other hand, 
most of the students whom I teach 
insist that the two terms are irrecon-
cilably distinct from each other. � ere 
are even those who argue that the two 
terms refer to di� erent phenomena.

Illustrative of one extreme opinion 
is a woman I met many years ago who 
was the leader of a new age movement. 
� is movement had its roots in the 
cultures of the Far East. � e woman 
had a common Jewish surname and 
readily admitted to her origins in a 
relatively observant Jewish family. In 
conversations with her, she enthusi-
astically shared with me that she had 
become interested in religions of the 
Far East as part of her search for spiri-
tuality. Upon my inquiry as to wheth-
er she had found any spirituality in her 
own family’s religion, she exclaimed, 
“� e last place to seek spirituality is in 
Orthodox Judaism!”

A very di� erent illustration of the 
sharp contrast between the terms “re-
ligion” and “spirituality” was report-
ed to me by a student of mine who 
is very familiar with the treatment of 
recovering drug addicts. He said that 
individuals in recovery are fond of 
saying, “Religion is for those who are 
afraid to go to Hell. Spirituality is for 
those who have been there.”

Students encounter various di�  -
culties when they study this week’s 
parasha, along with the preceding 
four parshiot. � ey � nd these con-
cluding sections of the Book of Ex-
odus monotonous, repetitive, and 
overly detailed. While they are excit-
ed by the narrative interlude revolv-
ing around the story of the Golden 
Calf, they � nd the rest of the material 
too technical to engage their interest.

O� en, students describe the di�  -
culties that they encounter in these 
parshiot in terms of religion and spir-
ituality. � ey report that they do � nd 
spiritual meaning in the narratives 
that constitute the opening several 

sections of the Book of Exodus. � ey 
acknowledge the majestic spirituali-
ty of the Almighty’s great revelation 
upon Mount Sinai and are moved 
emotionally by the Ten Command-
ments. They can even detect pro-
found spiritual themes underlying 
the legal rules and regulations that 
comprise Parashat Mishpatim.

But once the Torah begins its de-
scription of the construction of the 
Mishkan (the Tabernacle) and its 
component parts, they become, to 
use current jargon, turned o� . 

Over the years, I have learned to 
allow the students to fully and hon-
estly express their reactions and to 
try to determine exactly what it is that 
renders these portions of the Torah 
so disappointingly irrelevant to their 
initial interest in the biblical subject 
matter.

One student expressed it this way: 
“We enrolled in this course not be-
cause we were interested in religion, 
but because we were interested in 
spirituality. At the very least, we had 
hoped to � nd the spirituality that is 
intrinsic to our religion. However, 
when we began to read of the Tab-
ernacle, and especially when we real-
ized that this structure is the central 
symbol of communion with the Di-
vine, we were frankly astonished and 
deeply disillusioned.

“We would have preferred to learn 
that for a human being to enter into 
a prayerful relationship with the Al-
mighty, he would be advised to � nd 
a secluded place in the wilderness 
where he could � nd the solitude nec-
essary to contemplate, to meditate, to 
introspect. Why a central luxurious 
structure? How are we to relate our 
spiritual needs to this Tabernacle? For 
that matter, how can we � nd meaning 
in the contemporary synagogue, for 
which, as you have taught us, the Tab-
ernacle was but a precursor?

“Why is the Tabernacle, or for that 
matter the synagogue, a prerequisite 
for a meaningful spiritual experience?”

I welcomed this student’s formu-
lation of the question. I believe that 
he spoke for many contemporary 
seekers of spirituality who � nd this 
week’s Torah portion, and indeed 
synagogue life in general, inadequate 
to their personal religious strivings.

My response to this student, and 
to others who have phrased the same 
question in di� erent words, is based 
upon my own de� nition of Jewish 

spirituality. I believe that Judaism is 
a profoundly spiritual religion, but 
its spirituality requires several ingre-
dients that are absent from the spir-
ituality that my students, and many 
others nowadays, seek.

For one thing, our religion under-
stands that those who search for spir-
itual elevation through solitude and 
seclusion are doomed to failure. Yes, 
there are times when it is perfectly le-
gitimate, from the Jewish perspective, 
to “go it alone.” But in most instanc-
es, spirituality requires the company 
of the community. � is is the secret 
of Jewish prayer. It takes place in the 
context of a tzibur, a group of others. 
Although some see the presence of 
others as a distraction to the experi-
ence of prayer, Judaism understands 
that the presence of others enhances 
that experience. We all need each oth-
er not just for materials survival, but 
for spiritual growth and development.

It is for this reason that the Tab-
ernacle was constructed. It was to 
be a place where Jews could come 
together to pray as a klal, a cohesive 
group, and not just as pratim, a con-
glomeration of individuals. Praying 
next to another person intensifies 
one’s prayers and elevates one’s spir-
ituality. In a metaphysical sense, the 
prayers of ten men united in prayer 
in the same chamber are on a high-
er standard than the prayers of those 
same men praying separately in ten 
di� erent locales.

� is is the secret of the Taberna-
cle and the very reason why it was 
urgent that it be erected at the on-
set of our sojourn in the wilderness. 
It could not be postponed until that 
time when we would be settled in our 
Promised Land. � is concept of com-
munity, modeled by the Tabernacle, 
de� nes the core of every synagogue 

established in every corner of the Di-
aspora, from biblical times until this 
very day.

� ere is another component of 
Jewish spirituality that makes it dif-
ferent, arguably unique, among the 
spiritualities of the rest of the world. 
� is component is epitomized by the 
Tablets, the Edut, which were placed 
in the Holy Ark, at the very epicen-
ter of the Tabernacle. As we will read 
this Shabbat, near the very end of this 
Torah portion and near the very end 
of the entire book of Exodus: “ Moses 
set up the Tabernacle...He took and 
placed the Edut in the Ark...� en he 
put up the curtain for screening and 
screened o�  the Ark of the Edut—just 
as the Lord had commanded Moses.”

In the holiest place on Earth, at 
the very heart of Jewish life, is to be 
found—a text! The Edut, the Ten 
Commandments are a text: a divine 
text, a sacred text. Spirituality cannot 
be reduced to spirit. Spirituality must 
have an actual body, a text at its very 
center.

� ese, then, are two of the distin-
guishing features of Jewish spirituality. 
Spirituality only resides within a com-
munity, and it requires a revealed text. 
Absent these two features, and the spir-
itual experience is de� cient, transient, 
and potentially misleading. With a 
community and with a text, spirituality 
is enriched, everlasting, and upli� ing.  

This Shabbat, we will complete 
Parashat Pekudei and thereby con-
clude the entire Book of Exodus. We 
celebrate this accomplishment by 
proclaiming, “Chazak, chazak, ve-
nitchazek, be strong, be strong, and 
let us be strengthened!” Let us indeed 
be strong and strengthened by spir-
ituality which is not only consistent 
with religion, but which is its very 
essence.

Parashat Pekudei
A Special Spirituality

RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

The Person in the Parsha
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         MEMORANDUM 
 

There are two matters that compel the Rockaway Nassau Safety Patrol to issue the following 
memorandum to the communities that we serve and beyond: 
 
1. As of late, there have been many instances where members of the community have been 
pulled over and learned that their licenses were previously suspended. Driving with a suspended 
license in New York State warrants the arrest of the motorist in violation. More often than not, 
violators are held overnight in central booking, possibly for two nights, until they see a judge. It 
is needless to say that such an experience is quite unpleasant. To avoid this, please pay heed to 
the following tips and information:

• Make sure that all of the information on your driver's license is correct. If you reside or 
receive mail at an address that differs from the address printed on your license, any warning 
with regards to the status of your license will not be delivered to you in a timely manner. As 
such, if this information is not accurate, please make the needed changes through the DMV. 

• Establish a point of contact, preferably a community leader who has the ability and 
wherewithal to contact family members and/or community leaders that can assist you if you 
are arrested for driving with a suspended license. If you are arrested, you will be allowed to 
make at least one phone call. This phone call should be used on someone that you know 
will definitely pick up his/her phone. That someone should be prepared to inform your 
family that you are safe. That contact should also be able to help you obtain necessary help. 

• If you have outstanding tickets, be sure to either correct the situation yourself or hire a 
trustworthy professional to do so for you. There have been instances where people reached 
out to fraudulent contacts who profess to be able to help, only to find that they have been 
cheated. There are people who charge a certain amount to make tickets "disappear." This 
should serve as a red flag. Such a person is most likely someone who will "take your money 
and run." They certainly won’t be there when you’re arrested as a result of their inaction. If 
you do hire someone to handle your traffic matters, even if that someone is 100% reliable, 
be sure to double and triple check that the matter is rectified satisfactorily in the eyes of the 
law. If you are facing charges of driving with a suspended license, be sure to obtain 
legitimate and proper legal assistance. Driving with a suspended license is a criminal 
offense, which will result in a criminal record. 

• The Rockaway Nassau Safety Patrol holds community education events. The next such 
event will take place in the spring. (Specifics with regard to community education events 
will be announced. To stay in the loop, like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter and 
Instagram, and/or subscribe to receive RNSP security alerts.) At such an event, there will be 
an officer with a laptop who will be able to assist community members in viewing the 
status of their driver’s licenses and anything that may require their attention with regard it. 

2. Purim is coming up and it is necessary to be mindful not to compromise your safety and that 
of others. If you choose to engage in drinking, please do so responsibly. Safeguard your car 
keys with a responsible and sober adult. Likewise, be mindful that all car keys in your 
household are safely secured and that they do not fall into the wrong hands. It is not possible to 
assist someone who is caught driving under the influence. 
 
The RNSP is a neighborhood patrol that responds to past crimes and crimes in progress. Should 
you ever need the assistance of the RNSP, call the 24/7 Hotline: 917-727-7306 

     securityalerts@rockawaynassau.org          @rockawaynassau          .com/RockawayNassauPatrol           @rockaway_nassau_patrol 

L-R: Rabbi Yisroel Meir Stern, Rabbi Yitzchak Klein, Zalman Krasnow, Ari Krasnow (obscured), Moishe Krasnow, 
Yehoshua Rosenberg, Shlomo Krasnow, Chaim Ozer Bender, HaRav Yaakov Bender, Rabbi Yisroel Siff (obscured) HaRav Shimshon Katz, 

Rabbi Avrohom Bender, Rabbi Avrohom Shlomo Katz, Sruly Dov, Rabbi Moshe Bender.

� is photo was taken at the conclusion of a special farewell Shabbos for HaRav Shimshon Katz from the Shomrei Shabbos Shul in Far Rockaway.  
Rabbi Katz has been in Far Rockaway for the better part of 33 years, and is the Pupa Rosh Yeshiva in Williamsburg.

Far Rockaway Shul Celebrates A Special Shabbos
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 Important Memorandum
There are two 

matters that compel 
the Rockaway Nassau 

Safety Patrol to issue the following 
memorandum to the communities 
that we serve and beyond:

1. As of late, there have been 
many instances where members of 
the community have been pulled 
over and learned that their licenses 
were previously suspended. Driv-
ing with a suspended license in 
New York State warrants the arrest 
of the motorist in violation. More 
o� en than not, violators are held 
overnight in central booking, pos-
sibly for two nights, until they see a 
judge. It is needless to say that such 
an experience is quite unpleasant. 
To avoid this, please pay heed to the 
following tips and information:

Make sure that all of the infor-
mation on your driver’s license is 
correct. If you reside or receive mail 
at an address that di� ers from the 
address printed on your license, any 
warning with regards to the status 
of your license will not be delivered 

to you in a timely manner. As such, 
if this information is not accurate, 
please make the needed changes 
through the DMV.

Establish a point of contact, 
preferably a community leader who 
has the ability and wherewithal to 
contact family members and/or 
community leaders that can assist 
you if you are arrested for driving 
with a suspended license. If you 
are arrested, you will be allowed to 
make at least one phone call. � is 
phone call should be used on some-
one that you know will de� nitely 
pick up his/her phone. � at some-
one should be prepared to inform 
your family that you are safe. � at 
contact should also be able to help 
you obtain necessary help.

If you have outstanding tickets, 
be sure to either correct the situa-
tion yourself or hire a trustworthy 
professional to do so for you. � ere 
have been instances where people 
reached out to fraudulent contacts 
who profess to be able to help, only 
to � nd that they have been cheat-

ed. � ere are people who charge 
a certain amount to make tickets 
“disappear.” � is should serve as a 
red � ag. Such a person is most likely 
someone who will “take your mon-
ey and run.” � ey certainly won’t 
be there when you’re arrested as a 
result of their inaction. If you do 
hire someone to handle your traf-
� c matters, even if that someone 
is 100% reliable, be sure to double 
and triple check that the matter is 
recti� ed satisfactorily in the eyes of 
the law. If you are facing charges of 
driving with a suspended license, 
be sure to obtain legitimate and 
proper legal assistance. Driving 
with a suspended license is a crim-
inal o� ense, which will result in a 
criminal record.

The Rockaway Nassau Safety 
Patrol holds community education 
events. � e next such event will 
take place in the spring. (Speci� cs 
with regard to community educa-
tion events will be announced. To 
stay in the loop, like us on Face-
book, follow us on Twitter and Ins-

tagram, and/or subscribe to receive 
RNSP security alerts.) At such an 
event, there will be an o�  cer with 
a laptop who will be able to assist 
community members in viewing 
the status of their driver’s licenses 
and anything that may require their 
attention with regard it.

2. Purim is coming up and it 
is necessary to be mindful not to 
compromise your safety and that of 
others. If you choose to engage in 
drinking, please do so responsibly. 
Safeguard your car keys with a re-
sponsible and sober adult. Likewise, 
be mindful that all car keys in your 
household are safely secured and 
that they do not fall into the wrong 
hands. It is not possible to assist 
someone who is caught driving un-
der the in� uence.

The RNSP is a neighborhood pa-
trol that responds to past crimes and 
crimes in progress. Should you ever 
need the assistance of the RNSP, 
call the 24/7 Hotline: 917-727 -7306
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non-Jewish residents of the area find 
it a major imposition on their nerves. 

I discussed the topic of the siren 
with Hagaon Rav Feivel Cohen 
shlita who lived in this area for 
many years and he told me directly 
that he opposed it. If the proponents 
of the siren are certain it is needed, 
I respectfully request that they make 
public the names of any Rabbonim 
who are in favor and have consented 
to allow their names to be publicized. 

Boruch Biedenfeld

Reward For Efforts
To “Disappointed”, who wrote in 

the FJJ 3/3 issue:
First of all, you don’t know how 

hard each and every boy worked to 
get to that near perfect score on the 
7 blatt bechina. I personally, for the 
last 4 years, up until I switched to this 
Yeshiva, had never learnt mefarshim, 
even a tosfos or a rashi, but the 
amazingly talented and tenacious 
Rebeeim in this Yeshiva have helped 
me tremendously!! I went from 
that, to getting a near perfect score 
on a 7 blatt bechina, with Gemora, 
Rashi, and Tosfos. Prior to this 
bechina we had a week of chavrusa 
studying, in which during this time, 
every Rebbi sat down with every 
Talmid to help them study for this 
Bechina. So I can assure you Mr. 
“Disappointed” the only thing you 
should be disappointed about is that 
you didn’t go to a Yeshiva like this. 
And from a Chinuch standpoint I 
think it’s a great incentive to work 
towards. So “Disappointed”, next 
time get your facts straight before 
you go around and bash a Yeshiva 
for acknowledging students who 
deserve a reward for putting effort 
into their studies.

Why don’t you protest that 
the kids in the Motzei Shabbos 
basketball programs who didn’t win 
should also get trophies? Because 
that would be absurd. Obviously, 
only the kids who win get the 
trophy. But what about the other 
kids? Because they didn’t win, they 
don’t get the reward. That’s how life 
is. Everyone has different talents, but 
if you work hard on something and 
put in a lot of effort, you can achieve 
amazing heights. Whether it’s sports 
or learning, if you achieve greatness, 
you deserve reward.

Get the Facts Straight

Shabbos Siren
I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the Shabbos 
Siren people for not sounding their 

alarm this week. Living in the vicinity 
of N & 19 where the alarm is located, 
this week my kids were not awakened 
and my wife was less frazzled from 
having to prepare with a child on her 
hip. Our entrance into Shabbos was 
enhanced. 

I would also like to thank the FJJ 
for allowing people to write letters 
anonymously; many important 
issues would not come to light if 
people would fear publicity upon 
themselves for expressing their view. 
The Frum world is quick to ostracize, 
so their anonymity is appreciated. 

I would like to thank the Jewish 
women who work all week long, be 
it as a home maker or in the secular 
workplace, and interact with all 
types of people, both Jewish and 
non-Jewish, while maintaining 
their pride and self-worth when 
constantly attacked that c”v if a 
thumbnail image of them is printed, 
it will cause people to sin. If a person 
experiences stimulation of any sort 
by modest images of women, how 
does that person go into a store, or 
expect their own wife/daughter to 
work and interact in the world? How 
do we allow women out of the house 
- if a black and white picture is an 
issue, how do you shop in any Jewish 
establishment? 

To those who are upset with 
the comparison some make to the 
Taliban, it is in this point only - the 
elements of Jewish society that seek to 
mold our community into whatever 
view they can, for the simple reason 
that they can. This is a huge pressure 
upon our B’nos Yisroel who are 
Moser Nefesh, give their very selves, 
to support their families in every 
which way, while being ostracized as 
walking mannequins of temptation, 
never allowing them to feel normal 
in society. 

Finally, I would like to thank 
the Rabbonim for the hard job they 
do, and make one request. Our 
community (Flatbush) is being torn 
by a taboo topic - the Eruv. It would 
be so wonderful if all Rabbonim 
would come together in solidarity 
to review, debate, discuss and 
AGREE on one p’sak for everyone, 
Chasidish, Litvish and Sefardic, 
so that we be one unified people, 
instead of “Jews who do and Jews 
who don’t”. They came together to 
fight the internet, and to promote 
Daf Yomi. It would be a beautiful 
lesson to us all if we could either 
have a universally accepted Eiruv - 
or not. 

T.S.

Shidduch Crisis by Numbers
To the Concerned or Confused 

readers of last week’s Simcha Section 
in the FJJ:

As a person that is very familiar 
with the video “Shidduch Crisis 
by the numbers”, that recently had 
more than 6000 viewers & listeners, 
besides for the clips that were sent to 
those that did not Google it directly. 
Some of the FJJ readers need more 
clarification. This was very obvious 
in the Ask the Shadchan article last 
week.

The 9 minute video proves to 
the listeners that as long as boys & 
their parents withhold listening to 
Shidduchim until the age of 23, the 
crisis will R"L go on. They are the 
ones that are causing over 10% of 
Bais Yakov graduates per grade per 
year c”v never to get married. The 
only way to “Stop” the crisis is by 
boys listening to Shidduchim at age 
21. By bringing the young boys into 
Shidduchim, the young will take the 
young girls, & the older boys will 
have to take the older girls. This is the 
only way that Be`Ezras Hashem the 
crisis will be over. It is worthwhile to 
answer to some of the points raised 
in last week’s article.

1) The fact is, that every hundred 
23 year old boys come to Shidduch 
Island with one hundred fifteen 19 
year old girls, or every thousand boys 
that wait to come to Shidduch Island 
until age 23 come there with eleven 
hundred fifty 19 year old girls. Now 
let’s take this year’s numbers, 2060 
Bais Yakov girls turned 19 while 
only seventeen hundred boys turned 
23. These extra 15% are just out 
there in Shidduch Island. We cannot 
allow a system that keeps feeding 
year after year 15% more girls than 
boys to go on Shidduch Island. Even 
if some take older, younger, take a 
longer time, waiting for that dream 
Shidduch etc., the total big picture 
does not change. There are 15% 
more girls out there. If people don`t 
listen to the Daas Torah of the 90 
Rabbonim that recently signed the 
Kol Koirah that boys should start 
at 21, one can replay the video and 
repeat after the speaker “It is pretty 
obvious what can c”v happen to the 
extra 15%”.

2) Hashem does Shidduchim. Yes! 
but a person must do his Hishtadlus. 
Dor Yeshorim is a good example. 
Now that it is known that Age-Gap is 
the problem, just stop it. Stop saying 
I`m not listening to Shidduchim till 
23. Anyone that says and does that, 
is a 10% partner in causing a girl c`v 

not to be able to find a Shidduch. It 
makes no difference if that girl is in; 
Brooklyn, Cedarhurst, Lakewood, 
Passaic, Monsey, Los Angeles, 
Baltimore, Chicago, Toronto, or 
Waterbury. Yes we are a Klal Yisroel.

3) Mature @ 21? The whole world 
is in Shidduchim by 21. Chasidim & 
followers of the Chazoin Ish z”l at 
18, Europe and the Yeshiva world 
in Eretz Yisroel at 20-21. Is it only 
the American Bachurim that are not 
mature till 23? Maturity comes from 
responsibility & not from age. Just 
start listening at 21 and watch them 
mature.

4) How was it in the Alter Heim? 
As Mrs. Chana Rose correctly 
answered there were a lot of single 
girls that never got married, but no 
one knew what`s going on in other 
cities. It is also worth saying no one 
knew of the Age-Gap theory. Those 
that knew of such problems said 
it`s because there was no money. I 
would like mention what I heard in 
my Mesivta years in Yeshiva Be`air 
Shmuel, from my Rebbi, Reb Yisroel 
Spinner Zaicher Tzadik Livrocha. He 
was an American who went to learn 
in the Mir in Europe. “A standard 
home in the Mir (even those that 
were Machnis Orach Bachurim to 
eat there) had older girls”. He used 
to say it was because of money, and 
therefore use to say in his Shmuzen 
to make sure to take high school 
serious, because someday you will 
be a head of a household & will need 
to bring Parnosa. It is worthwhile to 
tell todays Bachurim & their parents 
to start listening @ age 21, because 
someday you will also be looking 
forward to marry off your daughter. 
“No one knows who will be from the 
10%.” Therefore please start redting 
Shidduchim to the younger boys 
ASAP.

May this month of Simcha bring 
the Shidduch to all those waiting for 
them.

Yisroel Lichtenstein
Ho`Oisaik Be`Tzorchai Tzibur
Lman Bnos Yisroel

Saddened by Statistics
I feel the need to comment on the 

letter to Mrs. Rose, and her response.
In the exchange, I detected a 

callousness towards the plight of so 
many girls and their families.

The writer starts off by stating 
that there are so many older singles.

While acknowledging the 
numbers that were taken from 
schools in Lakewood and Monsey 
which prove the point of the age gap 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 129

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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theory; the letter writer questions 
the validity of the study because the 
data did not include Baltimore and 
Passaic etc.

The fact is that Baltimore, Passaic, 
and all out of town communities 
have a disastrous amount of older 
single girls who are not married. 
If the writer was ‘concerned”, then 
the thrust of the letter should have 
been how to rectify the problem, 
even if the problem was limited to 
only Lakewood and Monsey!

Furthermore, the fact that there 
were older girls in the “Alter Heim” 
is definitely NOT a reason that the 
situation should be the same here. 
Are you also nostalgic and desirous 
to live without running water or 
plumbing, because it was that way in 
the “Alter Heim”?

Or do you crave the Pogroms and 
Anti-Semitism of the “Alter Heim”? 
How about the poverty where many 
went hungry?

Mrs. Rose is a fine woman. She 
was Shadchan by one of my children. 
But I am saddened by the comment 
that when it comes to numbers her 
mind shuts off. Those who are not 
good at numbers, use an accountant 
to do the numbers and then rely 
on their professionalism. The 
professionals have determined that 
YES, it is a numbers issue.

Furthermore, in the Chasidishe 
communities, there is no crisis for 
the girls! 

Call any Chasidishe relative or 
acquaintance, and you will verify 
this fact.

The overwhelming reason is 
because the boys start young and 
therefore there is adequate supply of 
boys to marry the girls.

Chasidim do NOT have a higher 
divorce rate than non-Chasidim.

The fact is that the higher that the 
age is at marriage, the higher is the 
rate of divorce.

You can verify this online by 
researching the many studies that 
have been done on this subject.

Using Emunah to commit a sin, 
is wrong.

The Gemara says that boys should 
marry YOUNG.

Have Emunah that if you will 
listen to the directive of the Gemara, 
than all girls will find their Bashert.

Saddened in Monsey

Shadchan Values
I’d like to present a new angle on 

the shadchan appreciation debate. 
Over the last few months there 

have been many complaints by 
shadchanim or others, stating that 
the shadchanim are not paid enough 
for their efforts and that we need 
more people to ‘redt’ shidduchim 
and if we paid them more then 
they’d redt more. We must all 
keep in mind that we are trying 
to introduce couples whose souls 
have been preordained as partners! 
It is not the pay, or the amount of 
shadchanim that we need to increase. 
It is the efforts that every individual 
needs to put into making matches. 
Additionally, it is also the parent’s 
job to start taking suggestions 
from ‘amateurs’ seriously. We 
need to keep in mind that although 
shadchanim may possess exceptional 
talent in matching people up, MANY 
shidduchim are sent through other 
sources – because they were decreed 
to come about that way. 

On another note, a friend of mine 
who just married off a child told me 
that after the couple got engaged, a 
professional shadchan approached 
her and said she was still waiting 
to be compensated for making the 
shidduch. It was not this shadchan 
who had redt the shidduch, rather a 
friend of the boy. She checked back 
in her emails and realized that a 
few months before she had told the 
shadchan that she had a son, and was 
sent an email with 9 resumes attached. 
The shadchan never followed up on 
any of the resumes, and did not have 
anything to do with the shidduch 
coming to be. Why would she even 
feel like she deserves to get paid for 
it? It’s one thing if the shadchan had 
approached both sides and set up a 
meeting, or even mediated between 
the two sides. If that was the case, 
then she would still deserve to be 
paid – even if the parents decided 
to go through another shadchan. 
However, in this case the shadchan 
can go around sending resumes all 
over and collecting money right and 
left. 

I think if people would understand 
shadchanus according to halacha 
instead of as a political issue there 
would be many less misconceptions 
and disappointments. According to 
the REMA Shadchanus is a form of 
Kablanos – a contracted business 
arrangement that is paid only if the 
deal is completed (AKA brokerage 
fees). As with any other business 
transaction if the deal goes through, 
the broker needs to be paid. Just 
like many brokers can present the 
same house to the same customer, 
many shadchanim can redt the same 

shidduch. However, it is the one who 
actually convinces both sides to try it, 
and puts in the extra effort that makes 
it work, who gets compensated. This 
is in line with both the opinions of 
the Rema and the Beis Yosef. If an 
amateur redts a shidduch and you 
choose to drop them and take the 
shidduch elsewhere, or if a shadchan 
redts a shidduch and you drop them 
to go elsewhere it is expected that 
they get 1/3 of the pay (According to 
the opinion of the Pischei Tshuva). 
A broker who did not arrange a 
meeting between both sides and 
see the shidduch through does not 
get compensation. The same is the 
case if the original ‘’shadchan’’ just 
dropped the name and moved on 
without following up. If the shidduch 
is suggested again and works out, the 
original shadchan who dropped the 
name gets a candy platter and a nice 
big thank you. Nothing more.

Shadchanim – if you charge a 
certain amount when you make a 
shidduch please make this clear to 
both parties. If the shidduch sounds 
like it fits then nobody’s going to 
back out because of your price. 

We must realize that even though 
we should be doing whatever we can 
to make matches, Hashem is the one 
in charge. When we lose sight of this, 
then we end up creating issues where 
they don’t really exist! 

Anxiously awaiting counterclaims,
Voice of Reason

Rebbe’s Einikel Goes Back to 
the Vilna Gaon 

I noted with interest the first 
entry in your yahrzeits of the week 
feature in last week’s issue (p.110), 
under the date of twenty three Adar. 
It is a lengthy paragraph about R. 
Chaim Chaikel of Amdur, who 
passed away in 1787. It states that 
he was a disciple of the Vilna Gaon, 
and later became a student of the 
Maggid of Mezritch, and one of the 
first Chasidic Rebbes.

Be that as it may (we don’t know 
much about R. Chaim Chaikel, and 
it is not clear if he was actually a 
talmid of the Vilna Gaon, and what 
that means exactly. Remember, the 
Vilna Gaon didn’t have a formal 
Yeshiva in the modern sense.), your 
report is missing some very relevant 
info about a famous gadol, a talmid 
of Yeshivas Mir of Flatbush many 
years ago, and a direct, ben achar 
ben, descendant of R. Chaim Chaikel, 
who lived among us and was niftar 
not long ago. I am speaking about 
Rav Shlomo Brevda zt”l. It is surely 
one of the sweet ironies of history, 

that R. Chaim Chaikel of Amdur’s 
einikel, Rav Shlomo Brevda, became 
one of the greatest disseminators, 
promoters, and expounders of the 
Torah of the Vilna Gaon in our days.

Rav Shlomo Brevda zt”l did 
on occasion allude to this family 
background of his. By the way, one his 
sons shlit”a, who lives in Eretz Yisroel, 
carries the name (R.) Chaikel. 

As an aside, I would like to alert 
the readers that widely disseminated 
yahrzeit lists reports are often 
somewhat lacking, as they are 
usually from Chasidic sources, since 
Chasidim place greater emphasis on 
yahrzeits, whether to skip tachanun, 
or for other reasons, than some 
others. Therefore they often do not 
give the whole story from the non-
Chasidic side as well. 

Thanks to the FJJ for allowing me 
to share this information about Rav 
Brevda zt”l.

 Someone who fondly remembers 
Rav Brevda zt”l

Trump Is No Hitler
It is always valuable to study 

history for contemporary lessons. 
There is much to be learned from 
the period between World War I 
and World War II and the rise of 
history’s most brutal psychopath, 
Adolf Hitler. But perspective is 
equally important.

There has only been one Hitler 
and, G-d willing, there will only 
ever be one. Numerous tyrants have 
arisen since and, awful as they were, 
none of them were Hitler. There is 
no one alive today who comes close 
to the threat level of the former 
painter who manipulated his way 
into becoming one of the deadliest 
men who ever lived.

Are there parallels between the use 
of demagoguery and scapegoating 
today and Hitler’s rise to the top? Yes, 
there always is but it exists mostly 
in the Middle East, where some 
leaders continue to depict Jews and 
the state of Israel as an enemy that 
must be destroyed. This is a means of 
deflecting from the oppression within 
their own borders.

Donald Trump is not Hitler in the 
making, not even close. Making that 
comparison is not only an insult to 
every Nazi survivor, their children, 
but suggests those who make the 
comparison are shallow, ignorant 
and oblivious to history.

This is not a defense or 
endorsement of Trump. One doesn’t 
have to be a supporter to object to 
this characterization. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 128
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FJJ Opinions

‘Pushy Zionists,’  Then And Now:  
Hillary Clinton’s Emails And A History Lesson 
Rafael Medoff/JNS

The new allegation that Israel’s am-
bassador once charged through the 
halls of the White House, barging 
into room after room in search 
of President Barack Obama, is 
reminiscent of a similar accu-
sation made against an Ameri-
can Zionist leader in the 1940s. 
Both claims reek of the stereo-
type of “pushy Jews” behaving 
inappropriately in the halls of power.

The charge concerning then-Israeli 
ambassador Michael Oren appeared in a 
recently released email that was sent to 
then-secretary of state (and current pres-
idential candidate) Hillary Clinton by 
one of her advisers, Sidney Blumenthal, 
in October 2012. Blumenthal claimed 
that when Oren heard Obama was secret-
ly meeting with Israeli defense minister 
Ehud Barak, “Oren raced around the West 
Wing searching for Barak, opening doors 
and looking in rooms.” Obama’s national 
security adviser supposedly “heard about 
Oren’s frantic snooping and raced after 
him, catching him, and escorted him out.” 

Clinton responded to her adviser, 
“Doubt that it happened, but, these days, 
who knows???” It’s regrettable that Clinton 
would have entertained even the possibility 
that such a wildly implausible story might 
be true, knowing of Oren’s impeccably 
professional demeanor and mild temper-
ament. Oren, who is currently a member 
of the Israeli Knesset, called Blumenthal’s 
story a “total and utter fabrication.”

It will probably be scant consolation to 
the former ambassador, but he is not the 
first to endure attacks of this nature. Begin-
ning in the 1970s, a number of books and 
articles have peddled the notion that Rab-
bi Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, the most promi-
nent American Zionist leader of the 1940s, 
“stormed into [president Harry] Truman’s 
office and pounded his fists on his desk,” 
as one recent version put it, alleging that 
Silver’s behavior provoked Truman’s pri-
vate anti-Semitic outbursts. Most incarna-
tions of the story present it as evidence that 
overly aggressive Zionists have endangered 
American support for Israel.

Like the claim about Oren, the allega-
tion against Silver is entirely implausible, 
since—to begin with—nobody could pos-
sibly “storm” into the Oval Office without 
being tackled by Secret Service agents. 
Furthermore, Truman’s calendar shows 

only two meetings with Silver during those 
years, in both instances accompanied by 

other Zionist leaders—yet none 
of those other leaders, some 

of whom were Silver’s bitter 
enemies, mentioned any 
fist-pounding in their mem-
oirs of the period. Nor did 
Truman himself mention 

it in his own autobiography, 
even though he discussed his 

dislike of what he called “the ex-
treme Zionists.” Moreover, historians have 
never found evidence of Silver pounding 
Truman’s desk in any of the relevant archi-
val collections.

My own investigation traced the accu-
sation back to a remark once made by Eli-
nor Borenstine, the daughter of Truman’s 
Jewish friend and business partner, Eddie 
Jacobson. When I interviewed Borenstine 
about this several years ago, it turned out 
she was relying on an old essay by her father 
which had not mentioned Silver at all.

The fascinating postscript to all this 
is a long-forgotten controversy from 
early 1948, in which famed syndicated 
columnist Drew Pearson reported this 
ugly outburst by Truman in an exchange 
with New York Post publisher Ted Thack-
rey:  “Pounding his desk, [Truman] used 
words that can’t be repeated about ‘the (ex-
pletive) New York Jews…They’re disloyal 
to their country. Disloyal!’” In retrospect, 
one is tempted to wonder if Truman, in 
his complaints to Eddie Jacobson or oth-
ers about Zionist leaders, actually was pro-
jecting something of his own notoriously 
intemperate ways.

Depictions of Jews as pushy are often 
concocted for the purpose of intimidating 
them into silence or acquiescence. Tales 
of “pushy Zionists,” whether in the 1940s 
or our own era, likewise serve as political 
weapons. They are intended to discredit 
their targets as uncouth and therefore un-
worthy of serious consideration. They are 
also meant as a kind of warning shot: back 
down (on whatever the issue happens to 
be) or expected to be smeared.

Israel-related policy struggles are not 
for the faint of heart. Those who take un-
popular positions sometimes find them-
selves victimized by rumor-mongers and 
their ilk. Abba Hillel Silver felt the sting 
of those darts but did not allow himself to 
be cowed—and neither, one suspects, will 
Michael Oren.

Hitler rose to power at a time when Germany, the 
Austrian’s adopted land, faced deep humiliation over their 
World War I defeat and suffered staggering hyperinflation, 
with one dollar equal to 4.2 billion marks in 1923. Germans 
literally needed a wheelbarrow full of cash to buy a loaf of 
bread.

Americans are not facing anything like that level of 
despair. The economy shows strong signs of recovery and 
job numbers are on the rise. Trump is not playing class 
warfare or off economic fears. What he is doing is touching 
on real issues, that are the source of considerable angst for 
millions of Americans: The impact of illegal immigration 
and the threat of terrorism from Muslim extremists. 

Unlike Hitler’s demagoguery against the Jews and 
other non-Aryans who were not to blame for Germany’s 
1920s predicament, Trump did not invent these problems. 
Undocumented immigrants can and have included violent 
people who attack American citizens, and radical Muslims 
have more than once infiltrated our borders with intent to 
harm us.

A border wall and an all-out Muslim ban represent an 
obvious appeal to anger. But they do not make Trump, 
who had no problem with his daughter marrying a Jew and 
converting, into a Nazi.

Still, comedian Louis CK sends out an email blast trying 
to promote his TV show, warning that “the guy is Hitler. 
And by that I mean that we are being Germany in the ‘30s 
… Hitler was just some hilarious and refreshing dude with 
a weird comb over who would say anything at all.”

Stick to your comedy Louis, and leave history to the 
scholars as Hitler is far from a funny topic. 

But he’s not alone with the egregious comparison. 
When Trump asked supporters recently to raise their 
right hands and promise to vote for him, many news 
sources described the scene as “eerie,” evoking the right-
hand-up Nazi salute.

Yes, I know Trump stumbled over the chance to 
denounce David Duke and the KKK when asked, although 
he later did, which showed his inexperience and perhaps 
arrogance because he didn’t want to be maneuvered into a 
soundbite without saying it on his own terms.

This does not make him a white supremacist.
If elected, Trump might be a good or bad president. But 

if the case of the latter America will survive him, and we will 
not devolve into Nuremberg laws, invading our neighbors 
or concentration camps for Mexicans or Muslims. Our 
Congress, our courts and our Constitution, but most of all 
our spirit wouldn’t allow that.

Americans may be obsessed with celebrity and prone 
to quick answers to complex problems, and overall sick 
and tired of a political system that does not speak to their 
interests.

But we are still proud and decent people, a beacon 
of freedom and democracy. I believe our system of 
government has the ability to turn an inexperienced leader 
into a strong one who will grow into the seriousness of his 
responsibilities.

If not, it is strong enough to preserve that office intact 
for the next leader.

Eli Verschleiser

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 129
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I was driving Northbound on Ham-
ilton Ave. en route to the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel. It was a route I had 
taken hundreds of times. But instead of 
veering left into the lane for the tunnel, 
I decided to swerve right – into the lane 
headed for the Brooklyn Bridge. And 
there he was.

“OK buddy, pull over here,” he 
seemed to be saying with his dramat-
ic hand movements. He was short for 
a cop; a bit stocky, and very animated.

“License, registration and insurance 
card,” he demanded.

I do not enjoy being pulled over by 
a law enforcement officer. It falls some-
where between toenail fungus and sea 
sickness on my “Must Experience” list. 
I’m not sure if I attempted some lame, 
incoherent muttering explaining why I 
crossed that dreaded SOLID WHITE 
LINE, but I am sure that it made no 
impact on Officer Stankowski.

“The instructions are on the back,” he 
kindly informed me while handing me 
the yellow summons. “Have a nice day.”

During the five minutes or so that 
he took to write the ticket, I got out of 
the car and took pictures of the pave-
ment markings and signs posted in the 
crime scene area. It was something I had 
seen others do, but never done before 
myself. I had no idea why I was doing 
it, but it seemed like my only way to ex-
press my innocence to Stankowski. “If 
I’m taking pictures, then I MUST not be 
guilty.” Don’t worry. It made no sense 
to me either.

In the ensuing months I made the 
usual inquiries of friends, some of them 
attorneys, to help craft and strategize 
my approach to the infraction. One av-
enue was clearly consensual. “Push this 
off as long as you can. You never know 
what could happen.”

Police officers move out of town, get 
transferred, or run for District Attor-
ney or other such positions all the time. 

Maybe the law will change.
Nuclear war could beckon.
Dutifully, I cooperated. Nearly a full 

year went past, but, my luck, the World 
remained at relative peace. That meant 
that April 8th was D-Day.

••••••••

The sun shone brightly that Friday 
morning. I trimmed the beard and 
chose a dark tie. Stomach in flutters, I 
skipped breakfast. I drove (very careful-
ly) to the courthouse in Brighton and 
saw my name on the hearing ledger 
taped to the wall next to Room 5. The 
paint was peeling. There was no smell. I 
was early. I’m never early.

I guess a lot of people were early, as 
most of the seats were already occupied 
by my fellow defendants. They peered 
at me as I walked in. They knew I was 
innocent, as much as I knew the same 
about them. It’s like a club, these hearing 
rooms, with new members joining every 
few hours. “It’s us against the cops. How 
dare they pronounce us guilty until prov-
en innocent! It’s Anti-American. We will 
band together and we WILL defeat them!”

Right.
In walked the enemy. A group of six 

or seven uniformed officers in full re-
galia – as if they were actually setting 
out to real combat. It seemed unfair. 
Stankowski, in knee-high boots, over-
sized revolver, gleaming badges and 
medals, and perfectly pressed slacks vs. 
Salomon…in the dark tie.

But unbeknownst to the prosecution, 
Salomon had brought a secret weapon 
that day – a manila envelope containing 
copies of Section 3A.01 of the MUTCD. 
Not familiar with the Manual on Uni-
form Traffic Control Devices? Neither 
was I, until my research uncovered that 
the “Bible” of Traffic Law indicated that 
(read carefully), “A SOLID line usually 
indicates that crossing the line is discour-
aged. It goes on to explain that there are 
actually different widths of solid lines 
that suggest different levels of restric-
tion. And, according to the pictures that 
I (so brilliantly) took, that solid line that 
I crossed COULD have been construed 
as VERY crossable, thank you.

The first case involved a woman 
charged with driving while talking on 
her cell phone. She totally denied it – 
patently and emphatically. It was basi-
cally her word against the cop.

“Guilty as charged,” bellowed the 
judge. “One hundred and forty dollars 
(expensive phone call) plus two points 
on your license. No appeals allowed. See 
the clerk. Next!”

A pall fell over the gallery.  The club 
members were distraught. How was 
that justified?

The next brother was called. Unsafe 
lane change was his alleged violation. The 
arguments were spirited on both sides, 
with my new comrade making a strong 
case for how the traffic pattern demanded 
that he switch lanes at that time.

“Guilty as charged,” bellowed the 
judge. “One hundred and forty dollars 
plus two points on your license. No ap-
peals allowed. See the clerk. Next!”

At this point I was happy that I had 
skipped breakfast, as a dour sensation 
of sudden nausea invaded my digestive 
tract. I held on to my manila envelope 
extra tight, but began to question its 
potential influence.

Two more sisters followed – both with 
cell phone violations issued by different 
officers. I won’t hold you in suspense. The 
verdicts were of similar ilk. They shuffled 
out of the courtroom pale, with heads 
bowed and wallets opened. (One of the 
sisters also had a manila envelope.)

I started feeling a bit light-headed 
and a slight quiver emerged on my bot-
tom lip. 

“Wow,” I thought, “I am really nervous 
about this thing. How absurd is that?”

I found myself in touch with my 
deepening tension and anxiety and I 
began to feel…well… embarrassed. 

“What’s the big deal? It’s only a traf-
fic ticket! And just because you already 
have two points on your license, that’s a 
reason to panic? Nausea? Quiver? IT’S 
ONLY TRAFFIC COURT, FOR HEAV-
EN’S SAKE!”

And then, instinctively, I actually 
began to daven – yes…daven. I said 
some Tehilim by heart and spoke to 
Hashem – asking for his intervention. 
Stankowski – even in his boots – was 
no match for the A-Mighty, I reasoned.

The gallery was slowly starting to 
empty. The next victim…er…accused, 
was an older gentleman. He looked so 
sweet and yes, innocent. I couldn’t hear 
too many of the details, but one part 
came through loud and clear.

“Guilty as charged. One hundred 
and forty dollars plus two points on 
your license. No appeals allowed. See 
the clerk. Next!”

That thud you heard was the lump 
that egressed in my larynx.

Now I was fretting, sweating, and 
intensifying the Heavenly entreaties. It 
was clear to me that without some kind 
of supernal assistance I would be on 
line at the cashier in just a few minutes. 
But as my tefilos were compounding, so 
too was my shame.

“This is what you pray for? This? Do 
you think the Ribbono Shel Olam has time 
for such trivialities? World hunger, terror-
ism, apostasy, apathy, disease, abuse are 
all rampant. And you’re worried about 
two points on your license and a few dol-
lars? What has gotten into you???

Some kind of technical court snafu 
allowed me a few extra minutes between 
cases to reflect on my self-inflicted, in-
tellectual tirade. Part of me felt profusely 
foolish. What kind of self-respecting, ra-
tional, stable man would feel compelled 
by terror in Traffic Court to pray to 
Hashem for salvation? But, on the oth-
er hand, my understanding of tefila is 
that just as there is no such thing as “too 
big” for G-d, there is no concept of “too 
small” either. It’s not as if Hashem is too 
tied up with the really important stuff, so 

he cannot attend to the trifle details of 
our lives. That would imply human-like 
restriction to the All Powerful.

The same way we make a bracha on 
a 32 oz. filet mignon, we also recite a 
bracha before a tiny cup of water. In 
fact, it is actually the very same bracha 
that we make on both. My praying to 
Him when serious illness crosses my 
earshot in no way precludes my pray-
ing when Stankowski looms before me.

Armed with my new artillery, I 
clutched that manila envelope ever so 
snugly, closed my eyes, and freely asked 
Hashem for help.

Seconds later we stood before the 
judge. A surprising calm descended. 
The nausea was gone. My voice trem-
bled just a bit when I pleaded, “Not 
guilty,” but I felt ready to accept His 
decision. I looked to my right. There 
stood Stankowski. He was ruffling 
through his papers. Many brothers 
and sisters had apparently crossed his 
SOLID,WHITE LINE, among other lo-
cations of question. 

The judge asked if he was ready to 
proceed. Stankowski continued to ruf-
fle. Now his feet were shuffling too. I 
thought I detected a bead of sweat or 
perhaps a hair skid out of place.

“Officer Stankowski – are you ready 
to proceed?”

Silence. Now he was shaking his 
head. A couple of summonses fell to the 
floor. He bent down to retrieve them.

“Your honor, I…er…I cannot seem to 
locate the ticket or my notes on this case.

I thought my legs were going to 
leave their sockets.

“If you cannot proceed, I will have no 
choice but to dismiss these charges.”

Stankowski was done and he knew 
it. He pretended to continue his search 
for the missing documents, but it was 
to no avail.

“I’m sorry. I cannot find anything on 
this violation.”

“All right then. Let the record state 
that I am entering a verdict of ‘Not 
guilty.’ No points or fine are assessed. 
You are free to go.”

I thanked the judge and wobbled 
away.

On the way out, I did three things. 
First, I glanced over at the remaining 
fraternity members and smiled. They 
gave me lots of thumbs up and lots of 
smiles. One brother pointed to heav-
en…really.

Second, I said a tefila of thanks. I 
apologized for my overreaction, but 
acknowledged the veritable truth – that 
He is truly the G-d of large and small.

And finally, I tossed that manila en-
velope in the trash bin.

My Day In Court
RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON, L.C.S.W.

Salomon Says REPRINTED WITH 
PERMISSION FROM 
WWW.AISH.COM
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FJJ Classifieds — Reach over 
200,000 people weekly!

$25-up to 25 words     
$75 – Display Classified (b/w)    $100 – (color)

Classified deadline: Monday 5 PM 

718-692-1144   Email: Classifieds@thefjj.com

We are looking for a mature 
responsible single man to live with 

our fully functioning elderly father at 
night and every other Shabbos. Can 
be frum working or learning man. 

Nice accommodations. Free housing. 
973-219-5302

BABYSITTER 
Substitute “on call” Babysitter  
(day, nite or late nites) your home. 

Exp. certified, frum woman. Specialty: 

newborns, medical, etc. Happy refs. 

888-252-7232.

HOUSE FOR SALE 

East 26th N/O Det. 4 bdrms, 
master suite, den, $1.050m 
Sarah/ LASKER Re 347-414-2940

30s High Semi-Att Brick one 
fam, nice condition, finished 
bsmnt, shrd dr. $659k Sarah/
LASKER RE 347-414-2940

OPEN HOUSE 

Open House 3/13  4:00-5:00 
Marine Park 1549 Ryder St Det 
2 Fam 35x100 prvt dr. MIC $879 
Sarah/LASKER RE 347-414-2940

VACATION RENTALS IN ISRAEL 

GEULA – Centrally Located 
near restaurants, Groceries, 
Shteiblach. New, Beautiful, Clean 
and Quiet. Various apts. American 
Management. Best Rates. Free 
Cell and Home American line with 
WIFI. No Agent. 917-909-8326 or 
011-972-2-538-4783 Visa and M/C 

BOCA VACATION HOME RENTAL

New tropical paradise in Boca.  4 
bed/2 bath, sleeps 7. Four shuls/
yeshiva, 8 restaurants, two 
groceries.  New heated pool.  Text 
347-721-7448 for pictures/video

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 

Brand New office space. Off Ave. 
J, beautiful suite with shared 
facilities/kitchen, conference 
room avail. $650 including 
internet. Call Chaya 718-954-
9785 email yht.chaya@gmail.com

SPACE FOR RENT 

Beautiful newly renovated 
basement for play group rental. 
Large fully enclosed back yard 
with new wood swing set. 
Flatbush Ave N and teens.  
718-607-0384 lv msg

HELP WANTED

Teacher’s Assistant F/T for 
children w/autism. Our staff will 
train (ABA). Hours are 8-3:30 all 
year. E-mail hr@skhov.org or fax 
718-686-6161

Female Lifeguard needed for 
small colony. Monticello Area. 
Accommodations available. 
Please call or text to 347-489-0196

Full time person needed for 
local party rentals business. 
Responsibilities: answering 
telephones/ taking orders, 
knowing inventory.  
Email resumes:  
Mfollman@firststoprecruiting.com

Administrative Assistant/Sales 
Rep P/T entry level position in 
Brooklyn Real Estate office. 
Great for sem or college 
students. Email resume:  
info@ameristructures.com

I am developing a classroom / 
family story & game for Parshas 
Parah. Email Parah@Lakewood.
Name for free evaluation copy for 
use and your feedback. T Black

Yaldeinu School Catskill 
program seeking devoted 
hardworking fun loving girls to 
be counselors for special needs 
children. Counselors ages 12th 
grade and up. Please email to 
info@yaldeinu.net

A&G TREE & LANDSCAPING 

COMPLETE Tree Service at 
affordable rates, serving all 
Five Boroughs. Tree Removals, 
Pruning, Shaping, Sukkah 
Clearance, Stump Grinding, 
Spraying, Violation Removal, 
Land Clearance, Firewood, Wood 
Chips, Planting, ECT. 718-702-5221 

LAYETTE 4 LESS 

LAYETTE 4 LESS 917-710-2021 
Huge Selection! Amazing Prices! 
0-6 months Layette4less.com & 
instagram @layette4less

PERSONAL TRAINER FOR MEN

Certified Personal trainer, Ray 
Sofer, specializing in building 
muscle, increasing strength, 
losing weight, and improving 
posture. First session free! 
Brooklyn, men only. Inquire at 
347-276-2620

LAMP & CHANDELIER REPAIR

In home or store service. Repair - 
Rewire - Restore - Clean - Install. 
Vintage and new chandeliers 
and lamps. Also selling vintage 
lighting. Ask for Rubin. 2531 65th 
Street. 718-373 -1800

SUMMER HELP

Established bungalow 
colony in Fallsburg seeking 
female counselors. For more 
information call: 516-492-2174 or 
Email: Westparkstaff@gmail.com

FOR SALE 

Stunning ELIE SAAB, Haute 
Couture, bridal gown from Esties, 
size 2-4, worn once, very well 
priced!! Please call 917-620-0243

HOUSEHOLD HELP 

Trustworthy frum lady cleans, 
organizes, faster, efficient! 
(Brooklyn only). Freelance or reg 
basis. Can combine w/childcare. 
Happy refs. 888-252-7232

GEMACH

Flatbush costume gemach call 
for app 347-312-7722

MOVING

“Moving Made Easy” Local or 

Long distance. Guaranteed 

cheapest affordable!  Insured. 

Shomer Shabbos. Satisfied refs. 

888-667-7313

FINDERS FEE

$100 Finders Fee for PARKING 

SPACE for 1 car near Ave. P 

& Coney Island. 24/6 access. 

Please call 718-666-1208

MATH TUTOR 

Expert Tutoring High School and 

College Math Subjects. Algebra-

Geometry-Trigonometry-AP 

Calculus-AP Statistics-College 

Level Math. Guaranteed Results. 

Call 718-336-1974. Email: 

rodans@optonline.net

MRS. CLUTTERS & JUNKS 

All Junk Remove from your 

Yards, Homes, Offices, 

Basements, Garages, Attics, Ect, 

Efficiency is our goal.  

Free Estimate. 718-775-5925

LAWSON PAINTING SERVICE

Interior/Exterior Painting, 

Taping-Plastering, Sheetrock’s, 

Cement work etc. Moderate 

Prices. 718-209-0907

MANAGER WANTED 

Manager at a women business, 

savvy sales skills, energetic, 

highly competent. Earn 100k, 

salary based commission.  

E: yylaser@aol.com
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718.253.0306

Party    WITH 

 Malky
Where parties come to life •

IMMEDIATE OPENING
Yeled V`Yalda seeking a full time 

secretary. Computer skills and attention 
to detail a must. Strong organizational 

and interpersonal skills required.
Some experienced preferred.

Please fax resume to: 718-686-2498
Or email to: jobs@yeled.org 

YVY is an EOE

NEW AND EXPANDING ELEMENTARY SCHOOL!
Positions available for the  
2016/2017 school year:

Teachers and Rebbe - General and Special Ed, 
Speech Therapist, OT and COTA, Reading  

and Kriah Specialist, and Assistants.  
Please send resumes to:

info.pathwaystudycenter@gmail.com  
and call 718-887-6030

Day school in Mexico City seeks Head 
of school beginning the 2016/17 school 

year. Must be able to speak Hebrew 
& some knowledge of Spanish (or 

be willing to learn). Send resume to: 
resume.ohschool@gmail.com

HEAD START TEACHER
Experienced Teacher for 3 year old

Head Start class in Canarsie
Minimum BA with Early Childhood 

Credits
Computer literate 

Email to: Bcunin@yeled.org  
YVY is an EOE

Yaakov Siegel Psy.D.
Licensed Psychologist

Adolescents – Adults

 
contact@siegelpsychological.com  |  www.siegelpsychological.com

3904 16 Avenue  2nd floor
Brooklyn, NY 11218

(917) 300-8151

216 River Ave #207
Lakewood NJ 08701

(732) 806-1513

Protect your
valuable furniture & dining room tables
from spills, burns, dents & scratches

 Custom Made

TABLE PADS
 & GLASS 
 TABLETOPS

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

For Easy
Shop at Home
Service Call

Ushi Steinmetz
(917) 776-7371

WE NOW OFFER
CHAIR & SOFA

SLIPCOVERS

custom
PROTECTIONuncompromising

STYLE
e & dining room tables

om spills, burns, dents & scratches

Custom made for any table
shape and size

Protects up to 550° of  heat

Available in assorted leather
tones, woodgrains & solid colors

Storage bags available to
protect your leaves

S

MagnaLoc
INVISIBLE MAGNETIC

LOCKING SYSTEM

FEATURING

Alarm Certified by NY State 4501 16th Avenue · 718-438-3833 · Sun: 11-5 · Mon - Thurs: 11-6 · Fri 11-2
FOLLOW US!  @theTeenBoutique

PRETEEN TEENS LADIES

Up-to 
date 

Shabbos,  
Simcha 

and 
Basics  
just for 

you

SPECIAL PRE PESACH LATE NIGHTS.  

Beginning March 15: Open Late  

Tuesday and Wednesday until 9

E 20’s 1 fam 40/100 s/h, 7 bdrms, 7 baths, den, office, fin bsmt, mic, for lux buyer 

E 7 st lux 4 bed duplex  

Co-op for sale

House for rent

Apartments for rent

Houses for sale
  E 9th grt block, 2 family 40/100 duplex s/k  4 bdrms, 3 baths, den
 fin bsmt w/ 2 bdrms, bath, kit, office, plus ups 3 bed rental

 E30s 40/100 aproved plans for 7 bed home for lux buyer 

  E 20’s 1 family det c/h 4 bdrms, 4 baths, den, patio, fin bsmt, mic priced right

E20s 1 fam sem att totally renov 3 bed 3 baths fin basmnt pr drv.   

Boro park 1 fam 50/100 s/h 7 beds 7 baths den fin basmt 2 
bed playroom kit for lux buyer.

  E 20s 1 bed den 1 bath doorman pool garage lux bldg 

Marine Park great young block 4 bed det fin basement 

E 20s lux 3 bed 2 baths 
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DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS

AVENUE M  
ASTORIA BANK
BAGEL & CHEESE
BENNY'S
BREADSMITH
CHAP A NOSH
GLATT MART
ICE CREAM HOUSE
KOFF'S BAKERY
KOSHER BAGELS
MEAL MART
MOISHES SUPERMARKET
MOUNTAIN FRUIT
PRESSER'S BAKERY
SHOE REPAIR
SHREIBERS BAKERY

WEISS BAKERY

AVENUE N 
PIZZA HEAVEN
RUBI'S GROCERY

AVENUE J 
ADVANCED COPY CENTER
APPLE BANK
BAGEL HOLE
BENNY'S
CITIBANK
FLUSHING BANK
ISAACS BAKERY
J DRUGS
J MENS SHOES
JERUSALEM 2 PIZZA

OSTROVITZKY BAKERY
ROYAL PHARMACY
SATMAR MEATS
SANTANDER BANK

AVE K  
RAMI PIZZA EXPRESS

AVE U  
KOSHER PALACE

CONEY ISLAND  
BAGEL HOLE
EICHLERS
HARRICO PHARMACY
MITTELMAN'S
MODERN CHEMIST
PAPERIFIC

PIZZA WORLD
SCHNITZI
SHELL STATION
THE BUZZ
THE HAT BOX
TIFERES STAM

NOSTRAND AVE  
KOFF'S BAKERY
KOLD KUTS TAKE OUT
MB VINEYARDS
MONACO CLEANERS
NOSH EXPRESS
PALACE CAFE 
PIZZA NOSH
SCHREIBER'S BAKERY

SHOP SMART
TORAH TREASURES
WOLF'S GROCERY

KINGS HIGHWAY  
CHASE BANK
DEAR DRUGS
FRUITS A PLENTY
JERUSALEM GLATT
KOSHER HUT PIZZA

MARINE PARK  
DOUBLE HEADER
MR. NOSH
MY FAVORITE BAGEL
SUGAR RUSH
SUPERMARKET OF AVE. N

13TH AVENUE  
AMNON'S PIZZA
BANK OF AMERICA
BENNY'S
BRICK OVEN
CAPITAL ONE BANK
CHASE BANK
CHASE BANK
EAGLES BAKERY
GOURMET GLATT

ICE CREAM CENTER
INVESTORS BANK 
LINICK'S TOYS
MEGA 53
NORTHFIELD BANK
SANTANDER BANK
SHELL STATION
STRAUSS BAKERY
SIZZLE
VALLEY NATIONAL BANK
ZION

14-15TH AVENUE  
FOOD SPOT
MOLLY'S JEWELRY
PAPERIFIC
SHREIBERS BAKERY
YOSSI'S

16TH AVENUE  
DAGAN PIZZA STORE
DUANE READE
EINHORNS

FISCHMAN'S GROCERY
GROSS BAKERY
KAFF'S KAFE
KOSHER MEATS
LIEB PHARMACY
MITTELMANS
MOTI’S PIZZA
MR. BOCHNER
YANKY'S PIZZA

18TH AVENUE  

APPETIZING
BORO PARK SUPER MARKET
HADAR GEULAH
MENDEL'S PIZZA
MENDELSONS PIZZA
THE WINERY
WISSER SUPERMARKET

KENSINGTON  
KORN'S BAKERY
PIZZA KING

CEDARHURST 
BAGEL DELIGHT

BANK OF AMERICA

CAPITAL ONE BANK

CHASE BANK

CRAWFORDS

DIME SAVINGS BANK

GOURMET GLATT

GRAND CENTRAL PHARM.

JERUSALEM PIZZA

JUDAICA PLUS

OH NUTS

PIZZA AND BOUREKAS

SUNFLOWER CAFÉ

TRADITIONS

WOK TOV

YOGURT & ICE CREAM

Z. BERMAN

FAR ROCKAWAY 
KOSHER WORLD

PIZZA WORLD

LAWRENCE 
BRACHS SUPERMARKET

SEASONS SUPERMARKET

WAFFELINO

F I V E  T O W N S :

B O R O  P A R K :

F L A T B U S H :  14 ,000 HOMES, STORES & SHULS

Q U E E N S :

L A K E W O O D :

KEW GARDENS HILLS 
ARON'S SUPERMARKET

BRACH’S

BRAUNS FISH STORE 

CARLOS & GABBY 

MEAL MART 

MENDY’S BAKERY 

NAOMI’S PIZZA 

SAFRA 

SEFORIM STORE 

SHIMON’S PIZZA 

WASSERMAN’S 

KEW GARDENS 
ROSENBLUM’S 

BLUE RIBBON

BONKY’S WESTGATE

BOOKMANS 

CAPITAL HOTEL

CIRCA

EAT A PITA

FARM FRESH

FELDMANS

FOODEX 

FOUR CORNERS - JAMES ST.

FOUR CORNERS - COUNTYLINE

GELBSTEIN

GLATT GOURMET

HARMONY 

HEIMISHE BAKE SHOP

HERSHEYS

JERUSALEM GLATT

JERUSALEM II PIZZA

JUDAICA PLAZA

KOLLEL SUPERMARKET

KOSHER VILLAGE

KOSHER WEST

MADISON PHARMACY

MUNICIPLE BUILDING

PIZZA PLACE

PIZZA PLUS

REFUAH PHAR. - WESTGATE

REFUAH PHAR. - COUNTYLINE

RIVER AVENUE CAFÉ

SHLOMIES 

SHOPRITE

SPRINKLES 

SRULLY’S MECHANIC

VILLAGE PIZZA

WINE ON THE NINE

YUSSI’S

14,000
HOMESTHOUSANDS REACHED VIA MAIL & INTERNET

25,000
WEEKLY

OVER 150
STORES & SHULS

2 5 , 0 0 0  W E E K L Y

20 0,0 0 0 READERS

EMAILED GLOBALLY

CALL 718.692.1144

ADS@THEFJJ.COM FJJ
FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL

F L A T B U S H

B O R O  P A R K

L A K E W O O D

F I V E  T O W N S

Q U E E N S
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P A R T N E R I N G  W I T H  T H E  E X P E R T S

                    T H E  N E W  S A X O N Y  T I T L E  G R O U P                

The successful partnership of Saxony Title Group with 
Madison Title Agency provides clients with expanded 
access to nationwide services and excellent support. As 
a division of Madison Title, the new Saxony Title Group 
has access to more resources- including Madison’s deep 
bench of experts and solid relationships with the nation’s 
top underwriters- enabling it to handle even the largest 
and most complex deals.

 Making closings 
even easier.

TITLE GROUP

BORO PARK   4714 16th Avenue · Brooklyn NY 11219   |   FLATBUSH   3512 Quentin Road · Brooklyn, NY 11234
718.692.1800 · info@saxonytitle.com · www.saxonytitle.com


