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BETH MEDRASH GOVOHA
IN THE CATSKILLS:

   Community Shabbos
and  Sunday Brunch
Please join us in welcoming the esteemed 

Roshei HaYeshiva of Lakewood שליט"א
who will honor the Catskills Summer Community with their visit on

 שבת חזו� - ש"ק פ' דברי� הבעל"ט 
August 1-2, 2014

COMMITTEE _____________________________________________________________________________
Countryside Acres: Moshe Furer, Avrohom Y. Hunger   Fallsview: Sruli Deutsch, Shulky Greenwald
Friendship: Sruly Bornstein, Yanky Judowitz   Garden View Estates: Menachem Friedman, Chaim Miller
Lake Forest: Abe Eisner, Yaakov N. Friedman   Laurel Ledge: Shimon Lefkowitz, Yanky Rubin
Park Slope: Leiby Kraus   Regency: Jeff Mehl, Chaskel Bennett   Skopps: Motti Schapira, Yossi Snyder
Twin Oaks: Abish Brodt, Gedaliah Weinberger   Whispering Woods: Shloimie Weiss, Shmuel Zafir
Willow Woods: Shrage Goldschmidt, Avrumie Klein, Noach Schon

Brunch hosted byJossi Rabinovich
Sunday, August 3, 2014 • 10:00 • ז' אב תשע"ד am

Willow Woods • 115 Brickman Road • Unit G12 • Fallsburg, NY

בהשתתפות ראשי הישיבה שליט"א 
Guest Speaker Rav Yisroel Mordche Glick מרא דאתרא אבי עזרי ,שליט"א

Corporate Sponsor: 

HaRav Yeruchim Olshin שליט“א
Fallsburg

Fallsview

   :אכ�ניא
Mr. & Mrs. Shulky Greenwald

Fallsview  :קבלת שבת

pm 9:45  :עונג שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Shulky Greenwald

Fallsview  :שחרית

Mr. & Mrs. Avrumi Hirsch  :קידוש

   :�עודת שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Simcha Applegrad

 Fallsview  :מנחה ופרקי אבות שיעור
Mincha: 6:30 pm • Shiur: 7:15 pm

HaRav Dovid  
Schustal שליט“א

Woodridge
Whispering Woods • Regency

   :אכ�ניא
Mr. & Mrs. Yirmeya Brach

   :קבלת שבת
Whispering Woods

pm 10:00  :עונג שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Yirmeya Brach

Whispering Woods  :שחרית

   :�עודת שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Adler

:מנחה ופרקי אבות שיעור
Regency • 7:00 pm

HaRav Aryeh Malkiel  
Kotler שליט“א

South Fallsburg, Brickman Road
Willow Woods • Skopps • Twin Oaks • Lake Forest

  :אכ�ניא
Mr. & Mrs. Jossi Rabinovitch

Willow Woods  :קבלת שבת

pm 9:45  :עונג שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Zevi Farkas

   :שחרית
Willow Woods

   :�עודת שבת
Mr. & Mrs. Anshie Friedman

 Twin Oaks :מנחה ופרקי אבות שיעור
Shiur: 6:15 pm • Mincha: 7:00 pm

_______________  ShaBBOS SchedULe  _______________

Join Us!
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Rav Pam on the Parsha
BY RABBI SHOLOM SMITH / REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Parashas Masei: A Maven’s Lashon Hara
(Korach, 5743/1983)
�ese are the journeys of the Children of Israel 

(Bamidbar 33:1).
Parashas Masei begins with a list of the forty-

two di�erent encampments of Bnei Yisrael during 
their forty years in the Wilderness. Rashi points 
out that this listing illustrates Hashem’s great kind-
ness to His people. �e Divine decree necessitated 
their wandering in the desert for forty years, which 
could have been spent in constant transit. Yet for 
thirty-eight of those years Hashem led them to 
only twenty encampments, thus allowing them the 
tranquility and stability necessary to learn Torah 
and do mitzvos.

One of the stops along the way was in a place 
called Rismah (33:18). Rashi says that the real name 

of this place was Kadesh; from there the ill-fated 
journey of the meraglim was launched (see 13:26). 
Since the meraglim spoke lashon hara about the 
Land, the place where they departed on their mis-
sion is called Rismah, a reference to the wood of 
the rosem tree (see Tehillim 120:4). Rashi there 
explains that coals made from this type of wood 
are di�erent from other types of coals. When most 
coals are extinguished, their edges and center tend 
to cool o� at the same time. �e coals of rosem 
wood are di�erent. Even when they appear to be 
extinguished on the surface, they continue to burn 
from within. �is is why a baal lashon hara is com-
pared to the coals of rosem wood.

He appears harmless on the outside, but on 
the inside his slander will 
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The Brocha Beyond the Clouds
Many times in life we are beset by problems and 

challenges. �ey may be in the form of �nancial dif-
�culties and pressures, stress at work, or problems 
with neighbors or co-workers.  Sometimes there 
are more important issues – the challenges of shid-
duchim, health, and other family issues.  Our natu-
ral response is one of concern, worry, and despair.

Our lives have changed forever with the tragic 
kidnapping and murder of the three yeshiva boys in 
Eretz Yisroel.  �ey have become “Our Boys”, unit-
ing Klal Yisroel in tragedy and a search for under-
standing.  Our worries continue to grow, as there 
seems to be no end to the missile attacks in Israel 
and growing anti-Semitism and anti-Israel senti-
ment throughout the world.  As we go to press, 28 
Israeli soldiers have tragically been killed in the war 
with Hamas.  Our hearts go out to the families who 
have lost their beloved, and we pray for the safe re-
turn of our brethren in harm’s way. 

As we enter the Nine Days, the saddest time of 
the year from Klal Yisroel, I would like to share an 
upli�ing vort that I heard 35 years ago from Harav 
Don Segal shlita, then the Mashgiach of the Mirrer 

Yeshiva in Brooklyn.  I myself use this vort in times 
of crisis and hope my readers will do the same.

We say in davening each day “hamechaseh 
shomayim v’ovim, hameichin l’aretz matar” – the One 
who hovers the sky and clouds, prepares the rain for 
the earth.  �e Mashgiach pointed out that when one 
sees dark, ominous clouds, everything looks bleak.  
However, immediately a�er the dark clouds is the 
biggest brocha of all – that of rain – gishmei brocha.  
He said the lesson for life is that just as everything 
looks hopeless, just as we reach the greatest depth of 
despair, Hashem has the brocha, the solution, the end 
to our problems in store.  I hope this vort will imbue 
you with a positive outlook in life, as it has for me.  In 
a similar vein, as we mark Churban and despair in 
the Nine Days, we should realize that it can and will 
portend the imminent geulah.  

As you peruse the upli�ing and inspiring mes-
sages and articles in our special Nine Days section, 
we are certain you will gain much understanding of 
this time period and optimism for the future.  May 
peace descend upon Eretz Yisroel, and we be zoche 
to the coming of Moshiach, b’miheirah, speedily in 
our times.

Publisher’s Message
MORDY MEHLMAN, PUBLISHER



4 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Wednesday, July 23, 2014 718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 60

FJJ Divrei Torah
I am a huge fan of your paper 

and look forward each week to the 
wonderful paper and actually use 
many of the Divrei Torah from R’ 
Frand, R’ Mansour and others at 
my Shabbos table weekly. Dur-
ing the summer time such as now 
when you come out with one issue 
and will not print another one for 
3 weeks, I am le� feeling a void of 
Parsha Torah thoughts and am at 
a loss without R’ Frand, and the 
likes, Divrei Torah. 

My request is as follows:  I 
would very much like and appre-
ciate (as I’m sure others would as 
well) if you can print the Divrei 
Torah from R’ Frand and the oth-
ers Divrei Torah for each of the 
next Shabbosim that you won’t 
print an FJJ, in the week preced-
ing the o� Shabbosim so we have 
material to say/read at the Shab-
bos table or in general, for the 
next few weeks that you are o�. I 
really appreciate that such a nice 
paper is made free for the com-
munity and door to door delivery 
at that! 

I wish you continued Hat-
zlacha and hope you continue to 
provide this great free service for 
years to come.

A Big FJJ Fan 

Rebbe’s 20th Yahrtzeit
Just reviewed the FJJ issue for 

7/2/14 and did not see any pic-
tures of the tens of thousands 
of Jews who visited the Rebbe’s 
Ohel.

Last week you did have his 
picture on the cover and about 11 
lines about him. 

Is there any reason why say 
a Rosh Hayeshiva who has a 
Yahrtzeit or any other Gadol that 
gets a full page as this week with 
Harav Gedaliah Schorr a”h, but 
the Lubavither Rebbe a”h gets 
none?

Wondering what the reason is 
for this. 

Y.W.

Snobby Ladies in Marine Pk
�is is in response to Shlomo 

Z. Satt:   �ere most certainly is 
to’eles in the letter written by the 
Marine Park husband.   Send-

ing this letter most certainly 
strengthened and enhanced his 
sholom bayis;   it made his wife 
feel validated and understood, 
and that someone was there to 
stick up for her.  And it also put 
those snobby ladies on notice that 
such behavior is not to be toler-
ated. (hocheach tochiach…)

I agree.  You are not a posek.
Another Marine Park lady

Shaitel Head Women
To Frum Lady in Flatbush 

who wrote about another frum 
lady who was walking in the 
street with a wig head sporting a 
beautiful shaitel:

Can you please explain what it 
is that you think looks ridiculous 
about a woman carrying a wig on 
a wig head?   And how, exactly, 
does that belittle the mitzva?  And 
also, how does that embarrass all 
of us frum women?  I don’t get it. 

What is ridiculous about car-
rying a shaitel on a wig head?   
What belittles the mitzva?  (�ere 
is no mitzva of sheitel, by the way.  
�e mitzva is to cover one’s hair 
completely.  A tichel would do as 
well.)   And why would all frum 
women be embarrassed if one 
woman is carrying her shaitel to 
or from her shaitelmacher?   Or 
maybe just putting it into her car?

What am I missing?
Shaitel-on-the-Head Lady

How to Have a Chupah With 
Much Less Talking

�e simplest, most e�ective 
way to limit the talking during 
the Chupah ceremony is to have 
minimal music playing at that 
time.  If possible, have one violin-
ist or one �utist accompany the 
Chosson and Kallah.  If not, then 
the keyboard should play music 
resembling one instrument only.

Loud orchestra music only 
invites more noise.

Mazel & Bracha to all!

Crocodile Tears
To see the world media going 

berserk over the accidental kill-
ing of four children on a Gaza 
beach does justice to the phrase 
“shedding crocodile tears”. 

Where are the tears for the 
11,420 dead Syrian children 
murdered by their own people?

Why are there no demonstra-
tions the world over against the 
atrocities happening in Syria on 
a daily basis? 

Where is the human rights 
council when “civilians” are 
being maimed, tortured, and 
butchered by their own govern-
ment?

�e media su�ers from selec-
tive mutism and dementia.

Israel, stop being apologetic 
to media hypocrites and journal-
istic bigots!

Aryeh Rand

Eyewitness Report
Israel’s Situation is intolera-

ble. �e minute the cease �re was 
over the alarms went o�.

Since Tuesday, I have been 
staying in Be’er Sheva where 
this morning we ran with ev-
eryone else to a bomb shelter as 
the warning sirens interrupted 
our breakfast. A�er ten minutes, 
we were told that it was safe to 
emerge and did so, grateful once 
again. 

In nearby Ashdod and Ash-
kelon, the people have been 
bombed non-stop for weeks. �at 
there have been so few casualties 
here a�er more than 1,200 rocket 
attacks is nothing less than mi-
raculous. We should recognize 
and appreciate the protection 
that G-d has granted us.

As a visitor, so to speak, I am 
cognizant of the fact that this is 
only an experience for me. G-d 
willing, I am back in New York 
next week. But those who live 
here and are forced to endure 
these potentially deadly and 
devastatingly destructive attacks 
on their communities every day 
must experience the sirens quite 
di�erently. For these people, who 
simply want to raise their chil-
dren and live their lives in peace, 
the routine has become a night-
mare of constant uncertainty, of 
sprints to bomb shelters, or fear 
for one’s children.   

We drove through the most 
beautiful areas of Ashdod this 

Letters         to the Editor
EMAIL: EDITOR@THEFJJ.COM

Hatzolah 718.230.1000
Chaveirim 718.431.8181
Shomrim 718.338.9797
Misaskim 718.854.4548
Police 70 PCT 718.851.5511
Police 61 PCT 718.627.6611

NYC Helpline 311
Emergency 911
Poison Control 800.222.1222
Bikur Cholim 718.253.3119
Torah Phone 718.436.4999
Kol Halashon 718.906.6400

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

TEHILLIM 
jukho:
rw n,,hvu jhho ci gyk
tcrvo ci ktv
nav bjni ci nkfv nrho
nav ztc ci rjk
rptk cmktk nrsfh ci jbv rhhzk
duksv c, nrho
rujnt dhyk usht c, ktv hbyv
jhho crul hvusv ci vhbst arv
rw aknv jbi ci jbv zhxk
hmje anutk ci pag arv
bjnv c, auabv dtkst
mhrk c, rcev
hutk ci hyk
bjuo ci tx,r
rptk jhho hagh ci jhv
naey ktv c, nkfv nhrk
rw angui ci khzv kuxhv
rcev ktv c, jbv nbujv
nauko b,i hvusv ci yatrbv
hmje ci scurv
rptk jhho mch ci ktv
jhv tx,r c, phhdt hgbyt
rw hartk tcrvo ci ahhbt rjk 
rw haghw hgec ci rhhzgk
rw hdk ci hgk
tkhgzr ci rjk
anjv c, nrho
nbjo nbsk ci pgrk shbv
arv scurv c, jbv mhrk
jhho gzrhtk ci scurv
tcrvo hmje ci arv khcv
tx,r vhbsv c, aprv
sc haghv ci tx,r
rw nav hmje ci xhrk
mch nbjo ci tx,r
tx,r c, jbv rhcv
crul vkk ci rcev
zhxk c, rjk
tar haghw ci vhbst btfv
hartk phhuk ci jbv chhkv
tvri mch ci zksv
rjk jhw c, tx,r
rw hmje anutk ci pgat arv
sus rptk jhho ci xuphwv
rtuci ci vgbt
hux; nkl ci arv aprv
arv c, rcev rjk
tcrvo cbhni ci rjk c,acg
hux; hvusv ci ahbstk

acuho: 
hub,i ci nkfv
akuo nrsfh vkuh ci rcev
suc hartk nrsfh ci jhv arv 
khhc ci pbjx

 WEATHER
FORECAST

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
July 24

Mostly Cloudy

Isolated T-Storms

Light Rain

July 26

July 28

July 25

July 27
SUNDAY

MONDAY

79˚	68˚

77˚ 67˚

79˚	69˚

78˚	68˚

77˚	69˚

Scattered T-Storma

July 29
TUESDAY

76˚	68˚

Showers

82˚	73˚
Partly Cloudy

July 23
WEDNESDAY

Mostly Sunny

SATURDAY

Out of the Box RABBI YAAKOV 
SALOMON

MUSINGS ON TIMELY ISSUES

Farewell R' Avrohom,
He was so much like my father a'h. Strong yet gentle. Loved 

to daven. Passion for life. �ey even shared the dubious dis-
tinction of having somehow survived the same concentration 
camps hy'd. Flatbush has lost a true hero, a gentle giant, and a 
role model for the spirit of the unyielding. R' Avrohom Feld-
maus, celebrating his 90th year of triumph, was struck by a car 
on Avenue L last week, and surrendered his holy neshama. He 
spent most of his day walking to and from shul and his constant 
companion was his Sefer Tehillim. �e New York City elements 
were no match for this warrior of Kedusha, as he braved any 
and all temperatures to never miss a minyan.  He loved his fam-
ily with unbridled intensity and loved his friends like they were 
family. Most of all, he taught us all to never, ever, ever give up. 

I loved him and I miss him dearly.

FLATBUSH JEWISH JOURNAL SUMMER SCHEDULE

SUMMER DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS:

SUMMER AD/DISTRIBUTION SCHEDULE:

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: THURSDAYS 3 PM
AD DEADLINE:  MONDAYS 3 PM
 DISTRIBUTION: WEDNESDAYS

• CATSKILLS - Stores, Shuls & Colonies
• FIVE TOWNS/QUEENS - Stores & Shuls 
•	FLATBUSH/BORO PARK - Stores & Shuls
• LAKEWOOD - Stores & Shuls

Summer Issue

 July 30: Tisha B’Av Issue

 August 7: Nachamu Issue

 August 27: Travel Issue

 Sept. 4: Back to School Issue



Flatbush Jewish Journal | 5Wednesday, July 23, 2014718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com



6 | Flatbush Jewish Journal Wednesday, July 23, 2014 718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com

20,000 Attend Lone Soldier’s Funeral
Tazpit : Aryeh Savir

Sean Carmeli, a Golani Brigade Fighter and 
a lone soldier from South Padre Island, Texas, 
was laid to rest last night as tens of thousands 
accompanied him on his last journey.

Sean’s two sisters live in Israel, and besides 
that he had very little family in Israel. It was 
initially feared he would not receive a respect-
able and proper funeral, as few in Israel knew 
him.

Realizing this, officials of the Maccabi 
Haifa soccer team, Sean’s favorite team, called 
on its fans  to attend Carmeli’s funeral. In a 
heartfelt call to fans, the Maccabi Haifa soc-
cer club called on its fans to “do a mitzvah (a 
good deed) and attend the funeral of fallen 
IDF soldier Nissim Sean Carmeli, so that his 
funeral will not be empty. Carmeli was a lone 
soldier, and we don’t want his funeral to be 
empty. Come to his funeral Monday night 
to pay respects to a man who died so that we 
could live. � is is the least we can do for him 
and for our nation,” the message said.

� e message was passed through Israeli 
social media and news outlets like a brush 

� re, and over 20,000 people heeded the call 
attended the late night funeral in Haifa. � e 
turnout was so overwhelming that many were 
stuck in tra�  c on the way, and some received 
medical treatment at the funeral as a result of 
the crowding.

No one knew him, but all felt they had to 
come and pay their last respects to a fallen sol-
dier who died protecting them. “I don’t know 
him, and I am not a Maccabi Haifa fan, but 
I received the message and decided I was go-
ing. We are coming to pay our last respects to 
someone who is a hero to us,” said one par-
ticipant. Another participant, who made the 
long drive from the south, said she came to 
say thank you. “He came here to protect us. 
He has no family, and so we are his family at 
this time.”  

Carmeli, 21, a US citizen, was killed in 
Gaza. He was part of a team of seven Israeli 
soldiers, who were all killed when an explosive 
device reportedly detonated on their armored 
vehicle. Carmeli had been given the opportu-
nity to avoid service in Gaza because of a foot 
injury, but insisted on going anyway.

WSJ Reporter in Gaza: “Wonder 
How Patients at Shifa Hospital Feel 
as Hamas Uses it As a Safe Place”
Aryeh Savir

Tazpit News Agency
Wall Street Journal’s Nicholas Casey was about to interview a Hamas 

spokesman in the basement of the Shifa hospital in Gaza. � e Hamas 
spokesman sat proudly on a chair, his dress immaculate and his shoes pol-
ished. Behind him a massive poster was set, allegedly of the destruction in 
Gaza. 

Before conducting the interview, Casey took a photo of the setting and 
tweeted: “You have to wonder w[ith] 
the shelling how patients at Shifa hos-
pital feel as Hamas uses it as a safe 
place to see media.”

Casey was relating to Hamas’ use 
of human shields and their use of 
mosques, schools, kindergartens, hos-
pitals and homes as a battle ground. 

Hamas deliberately uses Palestin-
ian civilians as human shields, and 
has a long history of doing so. By us-
ing human shields, Hamas hopes to 
achieve two goals: to deter IDF attacks 
on legitimate military targets, and to 
exploit any incidental harm that is caused as a result of IDF military activ-
ity. 

Hamas knows very well that the IDF does everything that it can to avoid 
civilian casualties. � at is why in recent days Hamas issued messages on its 
television, radio, and social media platforms to ignore the IDF’s warnings 
of impending strikes and to remain in their homes.

On July 17th a Hamas terrorist in Gaza escaped into an ambulance when 
an IDF aircra�  targeted him. � e IDF called o�  the strike so as to not hit the 
ambulance. � e terrorist was using the ambulance and its sta�  to protect 
himself. On that same day, twenty Hamas rockets were found in a school 
belonging to UNRWA in Gaza. “(� e incident) endangered civilians in-
cluding sta�  and put at risk UNRWA’s vital mission to assist and protect 
Palestinian refugees in Gaza,” the UN commented.

Hamas’ use of human shields is a clear and deliberate violation of inter-
national law.

With 9 More Soldiers Killed, IDF Death Toll 
Surpasses Last 2 Gaza Operations 
JNS

Nine more Israeli soldiers and o�  cers were killed in � ghting, bringing the number of Is-
raeli military casualties to 27 since the start of the Israel Defense Forces’ ground operation in 
Gaza. � at death toll exceeds the total of 19 Israeli soldiers who died during the Jewish state’s 
two previous Gaza campaigns, Operation Pillar of Defense of 2012 and Operation Cast Lead 
of 2008-09.

Four of the nine soldiers were killed when Hamas terrorists, wearing Israeli military uni-
forms, emerged from a tunnel in Israel and � red a rocket-propelled grenade at an approaching 
IDF jeep patrol near Kibbutz Nir Am. In response, the IDF killed 10 Hamas gunman. 

� e IDF also released a video showing the Hamas terrorists in� ltrating Israel and subse-
quently being taken out as they attempted to return to Gaza via the tunnel. 

“We paid a heavy price, but we averted a grave disaster,” IDF Southern Command General Sami 
Turgeman said in a statement. “� ere is no Iron Dome protection against tunnel in� ltration.”

� ree Israeli soldiers were killed in operations in the Gaza neighborhood of Shejaiya a� er 
they were hit by an anti-tank missile, and two Nahal Brigade soldiers were killed overnight, the 
IDF said.

IDF Kills Hamas Terrorists As They 
Infi ltrate Israel Through Tunnels 
JNS

Israel Defense Forces (IDF) troops killed 15 
Hamas terrorists who in� ltrated Israel through 
terror tunnels, thwarting what could have been a 
massive terror attack on Israeli soil, Israel Hayom 
reported.

Meanwhile, Israeli tanks continued to shell 
terror targets in Gaza following the bloodiest day 
of the nearly two-week military o� ensive that 
showed no signs of abating, despite global calls for 
a truce. � irteen Israeli soldiers and dozens of Pal-
estinians were killed in heavy � ghting in the Shujaiyya quarter of Gaza. 

Two Palestinian terror squads managed to cross into Israel through two tunnels leading into 
the area of Kibbutz Nir Am and Kibbutz Erez, near the Gaza border. IDF spotters identi� ed the 
in� ltration and the Israeli Air Force killed the � rst squad. Ground troops were dispatched and 
managed to kill the second squad a� er sustaining an anti-tank missile attack.

Anti-Israel Protests Spread 
Throughout Europe 
JNS

A number of anti-Isra-
el protests have continued 
throughout Europe, with 
several of them turning 
violent, drawing condem-
nation and shock from 
European Jewish leaders. 

In Germany, several 
anti-Semitic and anti-
Israel incidents have been 
escalating, with protests 
occurring daily throughout the coun-
try. At some protests, anti-Semitic slo-
gans such as “gas the Jews” have been 
reported. 

According to reports, the protest-
ers are largely composed of Muslim 
immigrants to Germany and neo-Nazi 
groups. 

In response to the violence and pro-
tests in Germany, the president of the 
Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
Dieter Graumann, cited the “explosion 
of evil and violent hatred of Jews, which 
shocks and dismays all of us.”

“We would never in our lives have 
thought it possible anymore that anti-

Semitic views of the nas-
tiest and most primitive 
kind can be chanted on 
German streets,” Grau-
mann said.

In France, which saw 
its third anti-Israel pro-
test in a week turn violent, 
pro-Palestinian protesters 
attacked Jewish shops and 
other businesses in the 
Jewish Parisian suburb of 

Sarcelles, AFP reported.
“It is unacceptable to target syna-

gogues or shops simply because they 
are managed by Jews,” French Interior 
Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said.

� ousands of others also demon-
strated against Israel in Vienna, Am-
sterdam, and several other European 
cities. Additionally, Gerry Adams, 
the leader of Ireland’s nationalist Sinn 
Fein party called on Irish legislators to 
“stand in solidarity” with the Palestin-
ians during a session of parliament, the 
Irish Times reported. Adams also called 
on the Irish government to expel the Is-
raeli ambassador to the country.
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Arab MKs Participate in 
Anti-Israel Protests 
JNS

Strong opposition to Operation Protective Edge contin-
ued in a number of Israeli Arab communities over the week-
end, with protests against the Israeli military action held in 
Haifa, Acre, Sakhnin, and the town of Arraba in the Galilee. 

Arab members of Knesset participated in the demon-
strations. MK Hanin Zoabi (Balad) was handcu�ed at one 
of the protests when hundreds clashed with special police 
forces deployed to the scene. According to Coastal District 
Police Chief Maj. Gen. Hagai Dotan and Haifa District Po-
lice Chief Commander Avi Edri, Zoabi attacked police of-
�cers.

In a separate incident, protesters waved Palestinian �ags 
and yelled anti-military and anti-government slogans dur-
ing a demonstration organized by the northern branch of 
the Islamic Movement in Kafr Kana in the Galilee. Zoabi’s 
colleague MK Jamal Zahalka participated in the event, call-
ing it “a legitimate protest in light of the killing of our people 
in Gaza.”

“I don’t know if [Zoabi] and Zahalka can be called 
MKs,” Israeli Public Security Minister Yitzhak Aharo-
novitch said, Israel Hayom reported.

Cease-fire Talks to Renew in Cairo As Egypt Slams Hamas 
JNS

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon and U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry have headed to the Egyp-
tian capital of Cairo to nego-
tiate a new cease-�re propos-
al for Israel and Hamas.

U.S. President Barack 
Obama has indicated that 
Kerry will propose a cease-
fire deal with conditions 
similar to those of the truce 
reached between Israel and 
Hamas to end their con�ict 
in November 2012.

Israeli Defense Minister 
Moshe Yaalon said that Isra-
el will continue its o�ensive 
“as long as necessary” to stop 
rocket attacks by Hamas and terror-
ist in�ltration from Gaza. Hamas 
spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri said in 
a text message that “the resistance 
(Hamas) will not respond to any 
pressure.”

Meanwhile, a senior Egyptian 
o�cial accused Hamas of neglect-
ing Palestinian citizens a�er o�-
cials claimed that one of the terror-

ist group’s leaders, Khaled Mashaal, 
had been invited for Israeli-Palestin-
ian cease-�re talks in Cairo.

“�is is yet another lie in a string 
of lies made by Hamas leaders, who 
continue to live comfortable lives 

abroad while abandoning the Pales-
tinian citizens who are being killed 
by the day and paying with their 
lives for the political and military es-

capades of the organization,” 
the o�cial said, according to 
Israel Hayom.

Hamas spokesman Fawzi 
Barhum shot back with criti-
cism of Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi.

“Egypt is not ful�lling its 
required role, and instead of 
negotiating, it should join 
the Palestinians in the war 
against Israel—otherwise 
the whole region will be in 
danger. Hamas will not sur-
render or wave a white �ag. 

We will �ght until the last drop of 
blood in Gaza. If the Zionist enemy 
wants to end this battle, it must im-
mediately stop the war and respond 
to the demands of the Palestinian 
organizations,” he said.

U.S. Senators Pledge Support for Israel in Wake of Ground Operation 
JNS

Hours a�er the Israel Defense Forces 
began its ground operation in the Gaza 
Strip on July 17, U.S. Senators Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.) and Marco Rubio (R-
Fla.) spoke on the Senate �oor to express 
their support of Israel and its operation, 
while denouncing the Palestinian Au-
thority’s unity government and the moral 
equivalency drawn by those critical of Is-
rael’s actions.

Graham noted that moments be-
fore his speech, the Senate unanimously 
passed a bipartisan resolution (S. Res. 
498) expressing the opinion that Israel 
has the right to defend itself in the face 
of rocket attacks from Hamas terrorists, 
calling for Hamas to end the attacks, and 
calling on the Palestinian Authority and 
President Mahmoud Abbas to dissolve 
the Palestinian unity government and 
condemn Hamas’s attacks on Israel. �e 
resolution also sailed through the Senate 
Foreign Relations committee July 16 with-
out objection or amendment.

“The Senate does not see a moral 
equivalency here,” said Graham. “As 
Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu 
said, Israel uses missiles—helped in col-
laboration with the United States to pro-
duce the technology called Iron Dome—
to defend civilians. Hamas uses civilians 
to cover their missile program, making 
human shields of their own people. �at 
says really all you need to know.”

Graham also gave a stern warning to 
the Palestinian people about the prospects 
for peace if they do not dissolve the unity 
government and condemn Hamas’s ac-
tions.

“To the Palestinians who have formed 
a unity government: you need to break 
away from Hamas,” he said. “�ere will 
never be peace until you marginalize the 
terrorist organization called Hamas, until 
you reject what they stand for and the way 
they have behaved.”

“How can you obtain peace 
when one of the members of the 
Palestinian government, Hamas, 
has �red thousands of rockets, car-
ing less where they fall?” continued 
Graham. “�ey could care less if it 
falls on a kindergarten or a military 
base. �ey just care to kill Israelis.”

A�er leaving the Senate �oor, 
Graham told JNS.org that he was 
surprised it has taken Israel so long 
(10 days into Operation Protective 
Edge) to begin a ground operation. 

“�ey’ve done everything they could 
to de-escalate this, but Hamas is a terror-
ist organization who has �red thousands 
of rockets and they could care less where 
they land. Eventually you have to do this,” 
he said. “You can only do so much from 
the air, you’ve got to go take ground back 
from the enemy. �is is what the Middle 
East is like and [for] those who are push-
ing Israel to withdraw from Palestinian 
territory without security being in place, 
[I] hope you’ve learned the lesson from 
Gaza.”

Rubio followed Graham on the �oor, 
covering everything from the relationship 
between the United States and Israel, to 
moral equivalency being drawn between 
Israel and Hamas by critics, and the ad-
ministration’s policies—which he believes 
are driving a wedge between the two al-
lies. �ese policies include the failed U.S.-
brokered Israeli-Palestinian peace talks 

and the negotiations on Iran’s nuclear 
program.

“Now as American policymakers, you 
ask, ‘What is our interest in this?’ ” Rubio 
said. “And I think it begins with a unique 
relationship that exists between the Unit-

ed States and Israel. It is the only vibrant 
democracy in that part of the world. Its al-
liance to the United States is unquestion-
able not just in international forums, but 
all over this planet. Israel is consistently 
on America’s side, time and again, in ev-
ery one of our challenges.”

That, Rubio said, was the political 
reason, whereas there is also a moral rea-
son—which is the “right of the Jewish 
people to have a country that they can 
live in peacefully,” and that Jews should 
never again face a time where they have 
nowhere to go.

While saying that he did not want to 
insert partisanship into the issue, Rubio 
took a jab at the Obama administration 
for, as he later told JNS.org, “putting day-
light” between the U.S. and Israel in the 
perception of some in the region.

“I am concerned about the position 
this administration is taking,” said Ru-

bio. “I was concerned about the amount 
of pressure that the Secretary of State 
was placing on the Israelis to enter into a 
negotiation—a negotiation with the Pal-
estinian Authority that didn’t have the 
authority or the power to reach a peace 

agreement that they could possibly 
enforce, much less deliver on.”

“I think it’s safe to say that the re-
lationship between the Israeli govern-
ment has never been worse towards 
an American President for more than 
two decades,” he said.

Following his speech, Rubio said 
he believes Israel should do whatever 
is necessary to “convince Hamas that 
the price they pay is too high for what 
they’re conducting or to wipe out 
their capability to hit Israel,” and that 
he believes Israel will perform the op-

eration with “great restraint” as is the case 
with “everything Israel does.”

�e passing of the resolution—and the 
senators’ remarks—came only hours af-
ter Netanyahu gave the go-ahead to send 
ground troops into Gaza a�er a 10-day air 
operation failed to diminish the Hamas 
rocket barrage. Another stated objective, 
according to the prime minister’s o�ce, 
is to destroy smuggling tunnels, one of 
which was used earlier on July 17 by 13 
Hamas terrorists trying to in�ltrate Israel 
to carry out an attack on Kibbutz Sufa.

Prior to the start of the ground op-
eration, U.S. House of Representatives 
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) also ad-
dressed Congress’s support for Israel dur-
ing his weekly press conference.

“I think we must send a clear, uni�ed, 
and public message,” Boehner said. “Israel 
is our friend, and Israel’s enemies are our 
enemies.”
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Giving every individual the opportunity 
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With the serious
matzav in Eretz Yisroel,

it is a tremendous chizuk 
to know that we have

the support and backing 
of Yidden in Chutz 

La'aretz.

The tefillos of our partner 
shuls on our behalf and 

their true nesius ohl 
mean so much to us.

B'ezras Hashem
we will share only 

besuros tovos.

...המקו� ירח� עליה�
ויוציא� מצרה לרווחה ומאפלה לאורה
ומשעבוד לגאולה השתא בעגלה ובזמ� קריב ונאמר אמ�.

Harav Avrohom Ber Blatt

Rosh Hakollel, Kollel Pischei Shearim

Modiin Illit
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To receive our weekly specials by email visit our website at

www.shopsmartkosher.com

Sale prices valid from 07.23 – 07.29

Feel free to call, fax or email your shopping order
phone: (718) 377-4166  •  fax: (718) 252-2363  •  email: shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

2640 Nostrand Ave.
(btwn. Ave L & M) Brooklyn, NY 11210

Tel 718.377.4166  Fax 718.252.2363
shopsmartsupermarket@gmail.com

Full line of housewares 
with a MIKVAH 

on premises
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We reserve the right to limit quantities on sale items  •  We are not responsible for typographical errors

STORE HOURS
Sunday
8 am – 8 pm

Monday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Tuesday
6:45 am – 10 pm

Wednesday
6:45 am – 11 pm

Thursday
6:45 am – 12 mid

Friday
6:45 am – 6 pm

Lieber’s
100% EXTRA 

LIGHT OLIVE OIL 
34oz (Reg $9.99)

Ronzoni
PENNE RIGATE

1lb (Reg $1.79)

GREEN 
SQUASH 

(Reg $1.29 lb)

Frescorti
MARINARA 

PASTA SAUCE
26oz (Reg $ 2.69)

Kineret
FROZEN 

ONION RINGS
20oz (Reg $3.99)

French’s
CLASSIC  YELLOW 

MUSTARD
14oz (Reg $1.89)

Gefen
EGG BOWS 
NOODLES
12oz (Reg $1.89)

Gefen
EGG NOODLES 

WIDE
12oz (Reg $1.89)

LOOSE 
PEACHES
(Reg $3.49 lb)

GOLDEN 
DELICIOUS 

APPLES
(Reg $1.29 lb)

79¢ lb 79¢ lb

$2.49 49¢ lb

$1.29

$5.6999¢ $1.95

$1.29$1.29

BLACK 
PLUMS

(Reg $3.49 lb)

STEM 
TOMATOES

(Reg $1.99 lb)

General Mills
COCOA PUFFS

11.8oz (Reg $3.69)

SNAPPLE
 All Flavors 

64oz (Reg $2.89)

Lieber’s
INSTANT CHICKEN 
NOODLE SOUP CUP
No Msg 2.25oz (Reg 99¢)

99¢ lb $1.29 lb$2.65 $1.8969¢

Kold Kuts
ALL SIDE 
DISHES

Kold Kuts
POTATO 
SALAD

(Reg $4.99 lb)

$3.49 lb $3.99 lb

Hunts
BBQ SAUCE

Original & Bold 
18oz (Reg $1.79)

$1.09

Shwartz
ANIMAL 

CRACKERS
12oz (Reg $1.99)

$1.09

Kold Kuts
CHINESE RICE 

(Reg $4.99 lb)

$3.49 lb

Mehadrin
COTTAGE CHEESE
Low Fat, Small Curd & Fit N’ 

Free 16oz (Reg $4.59)

Frankel’s
FROZEN 

PIZZA SNAPS
6.5oz (Reg $3.89)

$3.39$2.85

9x13 
ALUMINUM PANS

(Reg 29¢)

5/$1.00

Vegi Chef
MOM’S POTATO 
KNISH FROZEN

48oz (Reg $7.09)

$5.89

Dagim
FROZEN BREADED 
FLOUNDER FILLET

14oz (Reg $4.99)

$3.79

Dagim
VEGGIE 

CUTLETS
15oz  (Reg $4.29)

$3.15

Fresh Daily! 
CUT UP

FRUITS

Kold Kuts 
Takeout 

now available 
in our store!

Come in for 
many more 

unadvertised 
specials!

Marvid Canada CRC
FAMILY PACK 
CHICKEN CUTLETS 
(Reg. $4.99 lb)

Solomon New Square
USDA PRIME SEMI BONELESS 
CHUCK FILET STEAK
Family Pack (Reg $ 10.99 lb)

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN 
LEG QUARTERS 
Family Pack (Reg. $2.99)

$3.99 lb

$7.49 lb

$2.19 lb
Solomon New Square
USDA PRIME 
RIB ROAST
(Reg $ 15.49 lb)

$11.49 lb

Marvid Canada CRC
CHICKEN TOP 
QUARTERS 
Family Pack (Reg. $3.49 lb)

Solomon New Square
USDA PRIME 
BEEF SPARE RIBS
(Reg $ 15.19 lb)

Solomon New Square
LEAN GROUND 
CHOPPED BEEF CHUCK
Family Pack (Reg $ 5.49 lb)

$2.19 lb

$10.99 lb

$3.19 lb

FANTASTIC SPECIALS IN 
OUR NEW & IMPROVED 

MEAT 
DEPARTMENT!
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BY RSVP ONLY: 718.WITNESS (718.948.6377)

REMARKS
MALCOLM HOENLEIN
EXECUTIVE VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF 
MAJOR AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

C O M M E M O R A T I N G  7 0  Y E A R S  S I N C E  
T H E  D E S T R U C T I O N  O F
HUNGARIAN JEWRY

MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE
36 BATTERY PLACE, NEW YORK, NY

GUEST SPEAKER
RABBI YISRAEL MEIR LAU 
CHIEF RABBI OF TEL AVIV
FORMER CHIEF RABBI OF ISRAEL
CHILD SURVIVOR OF BUCHENWALD

KEL MALEI RACHAMIM
CANTOR MOSHE KRAUS
SURVIVOR, CANTOR IN PRE-WAR HUNGARY

THE WORLD PREMIERE

COUVERT $360 PER PERSON | $500 PER COUPLE
ROSH CHODESH AV
MONDAY, JULY 28, 2014

5:30 BUFFET/RECEPTION
7:00 PROGRAM/DOCUMENTARY
9:00 DESSERTPROJECTWITNESS.ORG/INFO@PROJECTWITNESS.ORG

718.WITNESS (718.948.6377) 
INFO@PROJECTWITNESS.ORG

Claims Conference
�e Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany
www.claimscon.org

BROOKLYN
TUESDAY, JULY 29TH 

VERETZKY HALL
1102 AVENUE L

7:30PM

FAR ROCKAWAY
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3RD 

THE WHITE SHUL
728 EMPIRE AVENUE

7:30PM

MONTICELLO
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30TH 

MONTICELLO HIGH SCHOOL
39 BREAKEY AVENUE

3:00PM PROGRAM FOR TEENS
7:30PM PROGRAM FOR ADULTS

OUR ANNUAL NINE DAYS PROGRAM
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a meanıngful tıs∑a∑ b'av begıns 

by Rabbi Menachem Davis

Includes the complete prayers for Tishah B’Av, Kinnos, Torah 
readings, laws, and an Overview. Plus — the acclaimed 

ArtScroll full English translation and commentary.

By Rabbi Avrohom Chaim Feuer and Rabbi Avie Gold
AVAILABLE IN ASHKENAZ AND SEFARD

AVAILABLE IN ASHKENAZ AND SEFARD

dedicated by  
Dr. Michael and 

Linda Elman

yes∑aya∑ /isaia∑
dedicated by Asher David Milstein

Midrash Rabbah 
dedicated by 

Elly and Brochie 
Kleinman

Matching volume to the classic 
Stone Edition of the Chumash and 

Rubin Edition of the Early Prophets.

t∑e milstein e∂ition

Rubin Edition of the Early Prophets.
Includes Haftaros from Parshas Devarim until 

the Shabbos before Rosh Hashanah

SPECIAL LIGHTER 
COMPACTSIZE EDITION 

FOR TISHAH B'AV

Touched 
by Their

 Tears
The Soul of Tishah B'Av  

through stories and reflections

t∑e elman e∂ition

A KINNOS COMPANION

by Rabbi Yechiel Spero

Milstein edition of 
the five megiLlos

 מדרש איכה
MIDRASH EICHAH 

RAV SCHWAB  
ON YESHAYAHU

Teachings of Rabbi  
Shimon Schwab on 
the Book of Isaiah

by Rabbi Moshe Schwab

DAIRY 
MADE EASY
by Leah Schapira 

and Victoria Dwek

YEARNING 
WITH FIRE
Longing for the 

Geulah and enhancing 
your life in the process

by Rabbi Heshy 
Kleinman

Over three decades of Torah LiteracyTishah B’Av Titles from
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Tishah B’Av Titles from

Available now at your local Hebrew bookseller or at www.artscroll.com 1-800-MESORAH (637-6724)

TISHAH B'AV  
An overview of the tragic day of Tishah B'Av

by Rabbi Avraham Chaim Feuer 
and Rabbi Shimon Finkelman

EICHAH  
The classic translation and commentary

by Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz 
overview by Rabbi Nosson Scherman

TISHAH B’AV  
With Bina, Benny and Chaggai HaYonah

by Yaffa Ganz

by Rabbi Simcha Bunim Cohen

The Laws of Daily Living
t∑e bıstrıtzky e∂ıtıon

Dedicated by  
Joseph and 

Sheila Bistritzky

FOR 

CHILDREN

MILSTEIN EDITION OF 
THE MEGILLOS 

dedicated by Asher 
David Milstein

EICHAH dedicated by  
the Rosedale and 
Wilheim Families

Tishah B’Av and other Fasts

DAIRY

FOR YOUR 
NINE-DAYS 

MENU PLANNING…

CLASSIC ENGLISH/HEBREW
KINNOS/TISHAH 

B’AV SERVICE    

SPECIAL FEATURE: 
Chart of parallels 

between Kinnos and 
Midrash Eichah

The

Practical. Comprehensive. Vitally important.

44 I ran out of clean towels. Can I wash more in the Nine 
Days?
44 The contractor didn’t finish our bungalow renovations. 
Can he complete it now, or do we 
have to wait until after Tishah B’Av?
44 My doctor says I can’t fast this year. 
What should I do? 

Rabbi Cohen presents even the most 
complex halachos with unusual clar-
ity, enabling us to mark this mournful 
time properly. Includes historical and 
hashkafic background, based on the 
teachings of Rav Avigdor Miller z’tl. 

THE POWER OF A STORY.

This Tishah B’Av, you can 
recite the words of the Kinnos. 
Or — you can really feel them.  
Rabbi Yechiel Spero’s enduring, 
bestselling classic harnesses 
the power of poignant, heart-
opening stories and brings a 
new dimension to the words of 
Kinnos. 

c∑inuc∑ c∑umas∑
∂evarim

tiferes mic∑ael e∂ition

∂evarim
NEW!

THE COMPLETE TISHAH B’AV SERVICE 
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sc∑ottenstein e∂ition 

Dedicated by 
Jay and Jeanie 
Schottenstein

sc∑ottenstein e∂ition 

UNDERSTAND KINNOS IN CLASSIC OR 
INTERLINEAR TRANSLATION

UNDERSTAND 

/ 520
 KINNAH 45THE CONGREGATION RISES AND RECITES THE FOLLOWING KINNAH RESPONSIVELY WITH THE CHAZZAN., ָ ִ ְ ִ ְ ָ ָ ְ * ִ ִ ֱ

1. ָ ְ   ַ ֲ ְ ִ ְ, ָ ָ ֲ ֹ ְ ְ ֻ ֶ ֲ ְ ֵ ֲ, ָ ָ ֲ ְ ִ ְ ְ ֵ ֵ ֿ ְ ְ ִ ְ, ָ ִ ְ ִ ְ ָ ָ ְ ִ ִ ֱ
. ָ ְ   ַ ֲ ְ ִ ְ
2, ָ ָ ְ ִ ֵ ְ ֵ ֵ ֿ ְ ְ  ֵ ֲ

, ָ ְ ֵ ֵ ְ ְ ֻ ֶ ֲ ְ(1) Joel 1:8. (2) Cf. II Samuel 23:1.

suffering from labor pains,

»
a woman< like< and her 

cities,
»

O Zion*< Lament,<
of her 

youth ...
«

the 
husband
< [lament-

ing] for
< in 

sackcloth,
» wrapped 

around
<

and like a 
maiden

<
of her 
flocks,

»
of the 
sheep
< because 

of the sin

< abandoned< that is< the palace< ... for<
chambers.«

her 
Sanctuary’s

<
into< of 

G  d
< of the 

blasphemers

<
the 

entrance
< and 

for
<

suffering from labor pains,

»
a 

woman
< like< and her 

cities,
»

O 
Zion

< Lament,<
of her 

youth ...
«

the 
husband
< [lament-

ing] for
< in 

sackcloth,
» wrapped 

around
<

and like 
a maiden

<

of her 
praise,

»
the 

song
< [and the 

Levites] who sweetly sang

<
of 

G  d
< of [the 

Kohanim,] 
the servants

<
the exile< ... for<

of her canals.«
the 

waters
< like< was spilt< that< their 

blood
< and 

for
<

 ִ ִ ֱ  — Lament, O Zion. This final 
kinnah is chanted to a traditional heart-
rending melody that expresses the full 
measure of our sorrow. Once again, in this 
last lament, we list all that we lost at the 
time of the Destruction, both materially 
and spiritually. However, the opening line 
of the kinnah (which is repeated either as 
a refrain after every second line, or once 
at the end of the kinnah) provides a ray 

of hope: ‘‘Lament, O Zion and her cities, 
like a woman suffering from labor pains.’’ 
Israel’s suffering is not in vain; rather the 
Destruction and Exile should be viewed 
as a period of embryonic development 
and gestation leading to the rebirth of 
our nation. No pain is more excruciating 
than labor pains, yet the mother accepts it 
because it heralds the exhilarating joy of 
birth. Similarly, Israel’s suffering has been 

TheTheThree Weeks

tiferes mic∑ael e∂ition
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The New York State law is that Health Care Practitioners
must offer you all the options with all appropriate
treatment options and palliative care options. 
The patient and the family must be told "if you want the patient
to be treated according to Halacha, we will do so".

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW
for a health practitioner to say "why don't you stop 
treatment and take the patient home".

IT IS UNPROFESSIONAL
for a health practitioner to
say "if it was my father,
I would not continue 
treatment".

The New York State law is that Health Care Practitioners
must offer you all the options with all appropriate
treatment options and palliative care options. 
The patient and the family must be told "if you want the patient
to be treated according to Halacha, we will do so".

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW
for a health practitioner to say "why don't you stop 
treatment and take the patient home".

IT IS UNPROFESSIONAL
for a health practitioner to

Center for Culturally Sensitive
Health Advocacy & Counseling

Chayim
Aruchim

A PROJECT OF AGUDATH ISRAEL OF AMERICA

jhho trufho

Halachic Advisor: Rabbi Zvi Ausch, Yoishev Rosh Bais Hoiruha D'Karlsburg
Legal Advisor: Mordechai Biser Esq., General Counsel Agudath Israel of America
Patient & Family Representative: Rabbi Aron Wajsfeld • NYS Project Director: Rabbi Berish Fried
Care Navigator: Pinny Most  •  Discharge Consultant: Leah Horowitz

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 718-301-9800 • CHAYIMARUCHIM@GMAIL.COM • WWW.CHAYIMARUCHIM.COM

Members of the Machon are prepared to help you clarify the options and 
to talk with physicians and other hospital staff  to understand the issues, 
provide guidance and relay any questions based on the accurate facts to 
the Rabbonim or the Rav that the patient chooses. Machon members 
were trained by prestigious physicians representing many medical �elds.

These choshuveh chavrei Machon are under the direction of the Hagoan 
Horav Hershel Ausch, shlita, the Av Beis Din Volkin and the Yoshev Rosh 
of the Bais Horaah of Karlsburg. 

The options must be presented in balanced and 
nonjudgmental manner leaving it up to the patient 
and family members as to what course of action to 
choose. The "attending health care practitioner" 
should make clear to the patient and/or to his/her 
authorized health care decision maker that 
decisions concerning options rest with the patient 
and/or his/her decision maker.

24 HR HOTLINE: 718-301-9800

Chayim Aruchim
Machon Refuah
V'Halachah jhho trufho

nfui rputv uvkfv WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

KNOW THE LAW!

CHAYIM ARUCHIM’s MACHON REFUAH V'HALACHA 
Halachic Advisor: Horav Zvi Ausch Yoishev Rosh Bais Hoiruha D'Karlsburg
Machon Director: Rabbi Ben Zion Leser 
Members of the Machon: Rabbi Zische Ausch • Rabbi Eliezer Gewirtzman
Rabbi Menachem Horowitz • Rabbi Naftoli Katz • Rabbi Yair Sandler • Rabbi Ahron Wajsfeld

SAVE THIS NUMBER WITH YOUR IMPORTANT PAPERS

WHEN SOMEONE IS SERIOUSLY ILL, YOU SHOULD

Above: Machon members recieving training by Howard Lebowitz MD (LTACH),
Yashar Hirshaut MD, Oncologist (top) and Benish Mandel (Hatzalah Paramedic)
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Parsha Short & Sweet
RABBI SHLOMO ZALMAN BREGMAN

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Bregman is the Founder of the Jewish Executive Learning Network (JELN.org). 
These Divrei Torah are excerpts from his forthcoming Sefer “Short and Sweet On The The Parsha / Imrei Shlomo.” Over 330 of 
his Shiurim are available at TorahAnytime.com. He may be reached at Director@JELN.org

� ese are the journeys of the Children 
of Israel who went forth from the land of 
Egypt… (33:1)

� e 42 journeys and stops of the Jew-
ish people in the Midbar are written in 
Parshas Masei.  Di� erent explanations 
are presented as to their signi� cance.  One 
of the explanations advanced by Rashi 
brings the Midrash Tanchuma (3) that 
gives a Mashal of a king who had a sick son, 
and he took him to a distant place to cure 
him.  Once the son was healed, and they be-
gan their return trip home, the father began 
to recount all of the journeys that they had 
shared, ie. “Here we slept, here we felt cold, 
here you had a headache, etc.”  So too here, 
Hashem reminds Klal Yisroel at the end of 
their sojourn in the Midbar everything they 
went through together.  

Question: the lesson of this Mashal 
seemingly can be conveyed with any regu-
lar father and son- why does the Midrash 
tell us of a king and his son?  One answer 
given is that this is a lesson to busy and im-
portant people about � nding quality time 
for their children.  Even if you’re a king run-
ning his kingdom, you still must make time 
to spend with your kids and discuss mun-
dane things with them, such as remember-
ing the trips you’ve taken together!

� e Loshon Hara Doesn’t Cool O� 
� ey journey from Chatzeros and en-

camped in Risma. (33:18)
� e Torah lists in our Parsha the forty-

two encampments that the Jewish people 
made during their forty years in the Midbar.  
One of the places they stopped was called 
Risma.  � e original name of this location 
is “Kadesh,” and it was the spot from which 
the Miraglim began their mission to spy 
out the Land.  Now, in order to understand 
the signi� cance of this name, one needs to 
know two comments of Rashi – here on our 
pasuk, and also in I Kings 19:4.  In short, 
Risma was given this name because of the 
malicious speech of the Miraglim against 
Eretz Yisroel, which began, in a sense, from 
this location.  Quite interestingly, Rashi 
also tells us that Risma is named a� er the 
Rosem Tree (ie. juniper plant).  � e obvious 
question to ask here is: what’s the connec-
tion between Loshon Hara and this type of 
tree?  

� e answer is that the Rosem Tree can 
be used to produce coals, but these coals 
are unique.  Usually, when a coal is put out, 
the outside and inner parts cool evenly and 
at the same time.  But the coals of Rosem 
wood work di� erently; even when the outer 
part has cooled, the inside is still burning 
(see Yerushalmi, Peah 1:1 and Bereishis 
Rabbah 98:19).  Similarly, the Loshon Hara 
spoken by an individual may seem innocu-
ous and friendly on the outside, while its 
pernicious and destructive nature is con-
cealed within!  An additional similarity be-
tween Rosem wood and a slanderer can be 
found in Tehillim 120:4, which speaks of 
“� e sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals 
of Rosem wood.”  Arachin 15b compares 
the “arrows” to the tongue of the speaker of 

Loshon Hara, “the mighty” refers to Hash-
em, and the “coals of Rosem wood” refer to 
the � res of Gehinnom which will ultimately 
punish the gossiper.  In a similar vein, the 
Yerushalmi and Bereishis Rabbah state that 
just like an arrow is a weapon that can strike 
its victim from afar, so can Loshon Hara!  

I would like to suggest that perhaps the 
Rosem coals are comparable to the speaker 
of Loshon Hara in yet another way.  Ask 
anyone who has ever been the subject of 
Loshon Hara - the way it works is that, even 
when he thought that the rumor against 
him had passed, he later found out that in 
truth, under the surface it was still fester-
ing, outside his view.  People were still hurt-
ing his name and damaging his life, even 
when he thought that the Loshon Hara had 
cooled o�  and disappeared!  In this fashion, 
Loshon Hara operates very similarly to the 
Rosem coals.  

Accidental Murder
As to the cities that you shall designate, 

there shall be six cities of refuge for you.  
� ree cities shall you designate on the other 
side of the Jordan, and three cities shall you 
designate in the land of Canaan. (35:13–14)

Regarding the Arei Miklat, the Gemara 
says at the end of Makkos 9b that there 
were as many cities of refuge for the 2.5 
tribes on the east side of the Jordan as there 
were for the 9.5 tribes in Israel.  How could 
that be?  � e Gemara answers that in Gilad 
(on the east side of the Jordan) murder was 
more common.  Now, all of the Meforshim 
ask a famous question here: since the Arei 
Miklat only helped one who killed B’shogeg 
(negligently), what is the connection then 
between this and those who murdered 
B’Meyzid (intentionally)!  Why should we 
need more Arei Miklat for accidental mur-
derers just because there are a greater num-
ber of intentional murderers over there?!  

Maharal (Gur Aryeh) provides the 
most famous answer to this question: it 
has to do with the in� uence of the environ-
ment.  � e high rate of intentional mur-
der in Gilad created a general atmosphere 
where life was treated casually … and this 
ended up resulting in a greater number of 
even unintentional murders!  � is is why 
a disproportionate number of Arei Miklat 
were needed across the Jordan.  

Another answer to this question comes 
from R. Itzele Volozhiner (Peh Kadosh).  
He explains that if the people around you 
are Rotzchim (murderers), one will have a 
tendency to murder more.  And of course, 
this trickles down to everyone in the com-
munity.  So if someone will end up being 
a Go’el HaDam – ie. the individual whose 
close relative was just killed accidentally, 
and now he has the option of taking re-
venge on the accidental killer before he 
reaches a city of refuge – he himself (the 
Go’el HaDam) will be more dangerous!  
� erefore, a disproportionate number of 
Arei Miklat were established across the 
Jordan, to protect the accidental murder-
ers from the enhanced dangerousness and 
viciousness of the Go’el HaDam!

Finding Time for Quality Time
Rabbi Sidney Glenner of Chicago, Il-

linois, is a well-known askan for national 
and international Jewish causes. On a re-
cent trip to Greece, he told me this per-
sonal, poignant story.

� e morning had been a glorious one 
in the Glenner family. Two weeks ear-
lier, twin boys had been born to Rabbi 
Glenner’s son and daughter-in-law, Dan-
iel and Chayale. Both babies had various 
issues and their brissen had to be delayed. 
� e older one gained weight nicely, so 
that morning the bris was held in Con-
gregation Poalei Tzedek on Albion Av-
enue, where Rabbi Michael Small was 
Mara D’asra.

� at a� ernoon Rabbi Glenner went 
to visit his elderly father, R’ David. “Sid-
ney, what brings you here?” asked Mr. 
Glenner. “I just saw you this morning at 
the bris. Is everything okay?”

The Glenners are known for their 
strong work ethic, and it was unusual for 
Sidney to leave the o�  ce during work-
ing hours. “Yes, Dad, everything is � ne. 
I came to personally wish you a happy 
birthday.”

R’ David Glenner had turned 93 that 
day!

“� at’s very nice of you,” said Mr. 
Glenner, who really did not think that 
it was necessary for Sidney to take time 
o�  from work for such a personal reason. 
Sidney’s mother, Frieda, however, was 
thrilled that her son had come by, and 
she o� ered to make him a little lunch. He 
readily accepted and the three of them 
had a nice chat about the morning’s bris 
and when the second baby would be ready 
to have his bris.

Sidney went back to work, happy to 
have spent time with his parents on this 
special day. � at night, as he was getting 
ready for bed, he noticed that it was al-

ready 11:45. He decided to phone his fa-
ther, who was a night owl and would not 
be disturbed or frightened by a late-night 
call.

“Hi, Dad,” Sidney began. “You know, 
it’s almost midnight and October 23rd 
is almost over, so I just wanted to be the 
last one to wish you happy birthday.” He 
chuckled at his own witticism.

His father remained silent for a mo-
ment and then said seriously, “Sidney, 
you have always been a good son. I love 
you.”

Sidney was taken aback. � at was not 
how his father talked. He didn’t usually 
verbalize the extreme love that he had 
for his family. From the way he treated 
them, they all knew he loved them, but 
this warm expression of emotion was un-
usual. Choked up, Sidney said, “� anks, 
Dad, I love you too.”

He hung up with thought and re� ec-
tion. It felt so good to hear those words, 
even from a 93-year-old father who was 
already a great-grandfather many times 
over. He � eetingly thought that he should 
be saying them to his own children and 
grandchildren much more o� en.

At 3:30 that night, Rabbi Glenner took 
a frantic call from his mother, telling him 
that his father was in respiratory distress. 
Sidney rushed to his parents’ home, but 
a� er he arrived he could only stand by 
helplessly as the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment EMTs tried to revive his father. 
� ey did not succeed.

� e last words that he had heard from 
his father were the most precious of all.

How o� en do we say those words to 
our children and grandchildren? � ey 
crave it; they need it, at any age. And, yes, 
a week later the second of the twins was 
strong enough for his bris and was named 
a� er R’ Avrohom David Glenner.

Splendor of the Maggid
RABBI PAYSACH KROHN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

A Link in Time
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New Mincha-Maariv/Rest Area 
to Serve JFK’s Jewish Travelers 
Minyanim, Parking and More at 
Rabbi Morton Friedman Memorial Facility

Flying in and out of John F. Kennedy 
International Airport is about to become 
much easier for Jewish travelers with the 
opening of the Rabbi Morton Friedman 
Mincha-Maariv/Rest Area just minutes 
away from JFK.  

� e full service rest area will be locat-
ed just o�  the Belt Parkway at the Rock-
wood Park Jewish Center, approximately 
� ve minutes away from the busy interna-
tional airport and will o� er travelers min-
yanim and access to a beis medrash.  Ko-
sher sandwiches and light refreshments 
will be available and, in addition, free 
parking will be available by reservation.

� e Mincha/Rest area is the second 
facility to be dedicated in memory of 
Rabbi Morton Friedman, a Kiryas Joel 
resident who devoted his life to commu-
nity service at upstate area hospitals with 
free Shabbos rooms and worked hand in 
hand with law enforcement agencies to 
better accommodate the needs of the Jew-
ish community.  

“We hope to be able to serve travelers 
in and out of JFK including those who get 
stuck at the airport, have � ight delays or 
experience any other airport issues,” said 

Rabbi Tzvi Berkowitz of the Rockwood 
Park Jewish Center.

� e Orthodox synagogue, which is lo-
cated at 156-45 84th Street in the Howard 
Beach section of Queens, has fourteen 
parking places available for long or short 
term airport parking, providing a signi� -
cant savings for travelers.

� e Rabbi Morton Friedman Mincha-
Maariv/Rest Area opened on July 14th and 
will be open from 5 PM to 8 PM.  To make 
a parking reservation or to hear the daily 
schedule for Shachris, Mincha or Maariv, 
contact the Rockwood Park Jewish Cen-
ter at 718-641-5822.

“� is is a � tting tribute to my father’s 
legacy and another way of helping the 
community by providing access to a fa-
cility o� ering free food, parking and min-
yanim,” said Rabbi Abe Friedman, who 
continues the legacy of the Sloatsburg 
Mincha area.  

Rabbi Morton Friedman was instru-
mental in the creation of the Sloatsburg 
Mincha area in 2008.  � e rest stop was 
renamed the Tefilas Mordche Mincha 
Area in his memory in 2010 and is fre-
quented by hundreds weekly on their 
summer trips up to the Catskills. 
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Education        & Parenting NEWS AND EVENTS RELATING TO 
PROPER CHINUCH & PARENTING 

I taught Ariella how to empathize with 
her two year old son. She said she would 
try to imagine how much a couple of min-
utes of play means to him, and weigh it 
against how important it was to her to 
bring him somewhere right away, depriv-
ing him of those minutes of play. It was re-
ally thoughtful of Ariella to let me know 
what happened.

I have to tell you that since I began wait-
ing for the extra �ve minutes or telling him 
he could go on the slide one or two times, it’s 
worked so well. In fact that other Shabbos, 
I was walking to shul and he wanted to go 
into someone else’s yard where they allow 
him to play. I said nothing this time. He 
went in and then said, “wanna go to shul,” 
and started walking, it was amazing what it 
can change!! �ank you so much.

What caused this amazing change for 
this mom? Empathy.

According to social scientists, fostering 
empathy – the ability to identify with an-
other person’s feelings –is crucial to good 
parenting. 

James T Hardee, MD, in the Fall 2003 
issue of the Permanente Journal, described 
empathy as “a balanced curiosity leading 
to a deeper understanding of another hu-
man being; stated another way, empathy 
is the capacity to understand another per-
son’s experience from within that person’s 
frame of reference. “ When you experience 
empathy towards your child, you become 
calmer, more patient, and better able to 
help your child. Rather than reacting out 
of your frustration and impatience, you 
can respond in a caring manner to what is 
di�cult for your child.

I’m sure that you are a responsive, car-
ing parent, yet I’m pretty sure that you 
don’t always express and act upon empa-
thy toward your child. What gets in your 

way? Here, paraphrased, are some answers 
to that question:

I don’t have enough time to give em-
pathy. 

It is not relevant; I’m too busy focusing 
on the problem. 

Giving empathy is emotionally ex-
hausting for me. 

I don’t want to open that Pandora’s 
Box. 

I haven’t had enough training in empa-
thetic communication. 

I’m concerned that if I use up all my 
empathy on one child I won’t have any-
thing le� for the rest of my family.

I think some of those answers are very 
good and some may be hard to address. 
And I think that each of those concerns 
is worth addressing because empathy is a 
crucial skill to master and teach. Let’s ad-
dress them one by one.

I don’t have enough time to give empa-
thy. Never? O�en, you’re in the middle of 
doing something, or a lot of things, and 
can’t sit down with a child to empathize 
with her. �ere may be other children vy-
ing for your attention at the same time you 
wish you could sit down with this child. 
Right now, you really can’t. �ere are two 
things I would like you to do. One, is to 
make eye contact with her and say, “I’d like 
to sit down and talk with you for a while 
but I can’t right now.” �e second is to �g-
ure out when you can and make sure you 
do. �is can be daunting if you’re trying to 
imagine when you could possibly spend an 
hour sitting with her. I want to assure you 
that giving her �ve minutes during which 
she gets to talk about some of the things 
she wants to tell you is far more valuable 
than hoping for an hour with you that 
never happens.

It is not relevant; I’m too busy focusing 
on the problem. Upon whose problem are 

you focusing? If your entire focus is on the 
problem you’re having with your child’s 
behavior, you will not express empathy to 
him because you’re too busy empathizing 
with yourself. �is tends to happen when 
you see your child’s failed behavior as an 
act of disrespect towards you and feel frus-
trated, resentful, and angry over it. I truly 
believe that most children do not spend 
the day trying to �gure out how to make 
their parents miserable. If that is your 
impression, you certainly deserve some 
empathy and I would urge you to speak 
to your spouse or someone else you trust 
to help you.  Once you’re able to see the 
problem as belonging to your child rather 
than you, you will be able to help him with 
empathy towards him.

Giving empathy is emotionally exhaust-
ing for me. Remember the de�nition I 
gave you a couple of weeks ago? Empa-
thy is engaged detachment. You “borrow” 
another’s feelings to observe, feel, and un-
derstand them—but not to take them onto 
yourself. If giving empathy is emotionally 
exhausting for you, it may because you 
are vicariously experiencing the emotions 
your child is describing to you, and not de-
taching successfully. Vicarious trauma is a 
well-documented phenomenon, it is very 
painful, and it can be addressed. Actually, 

it must be addressed. �ere is a term for 
what happens to people who do not seek 
healing from vicarious trauma. �at term 
is “burnout.” When a clinician suffers 
burnout, they sometimes leave the �eld 
because it has become too painful to try 
to help someone who is hurting. When a 
parent burns out, they can’t leave the �eld. 
�ey just become unable to listen to their 
child’s pain. �ey start saying things like, 
“there’s no reason to be sad,” or, “don’t 
be such a baby,” or, “there’s nothing to 
be afraid of.” �ese parents usually don’t 
have to say these things for very long be-
cause their children stop telling them what 
they’re thinking and feeling. At which 
point these parents still haven’t le� the 
�eld, but they’re out of the game. �ese are 
the parents with whom I empathize when 
they come to me and say, “Why won’t my 
child talk to me?” I model and teach them 
empathy, so they can express empathy as a 
medium for re-building their relationship 
with their child.

Empathy toward your child is so valu-
able. What gets in your way? We’ll look at 
the rest of the answers, G-d willing, next 
week.

Nachas Notes
RABBI YITZCHAK SHMUEL ACKERMAN, LMHC

Rabbi Yitzchak Shmuel Ackerman, LMHC, created The 
Nachas Notebook™, and has been working with parents 
for over 30 years. He can be reached at 718-344-6575.

Empathy 3

Please contact BYSAS 

at 732.660.8308 or

c.ellinson@bysas.org
to inquire about Program Two 

and to receive an application.  

  Degrees offered in 

Accounting, Business, 
Computer Programming,

Graphic Design, Social 

Work, Communication 

and  Education

BYSAS
Program II

Located in 
Flatbush / 
Boro Park 

Area

Closed for 
Fall registration

by July 30th.
Call for application

and interview 
today!

Take classes with leading professors from 
9am -12:30pm Monday through Thursday.

Professional career counseling available 
to decide the perfect degree for you!

Announcing 
a new way 
to get your
Bachelor’s
Degree in 
1 Year!

DEAN: Mrs. Miriam Ungar

PROGRAM DIRECTOR:
Mrs. Chava Ellinson

www.citicom1.com
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NEW! FINANCIAL AID & SCHOLARSHIPS
NOW AVAILABLE TO

BOTH NY & NJ RESIDENTS

EXCITINGNEWSFOR
NJRESIDENTS!

COME HEAR HOW AFFORDABLE IT CAN NOW BE!Special
Presentatıon:

FINANCIALAID
OPPORTUNITIES

FOR NEW JERSEY
RESIDENTS

GREAT NEWS
CHERRY HILL - DEAL -
EDISON - ENGLEWOOD

- HIGHLAND PARK -
LAKEWOOD - MANALAPAN

- PASSAIC -
TEANACKExplore all

your optıons

AVAILABLE
NOW

FINANCIAL
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COMPLETE
BA & NURSING PROGRAMS

BA BS BSNTHE NEW SEMINARY’S
PROVEN RECORD OF SUCCESS

HAS COME TO NJ!
Enjoy the benefits of our program:

- convenient - reputable
- top tier education - affordable

NJ OPEN HOUSE
THISTUESDAY!
JULY 29

at the NJ Seminary location
823 Hearthstone Drive, Lakewood

7 PM
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Education        & Parenting NEWS AND EVENTS RELATING TO 
PROPER CHINUCH & PARENTING 

Inquire Today
(718) 252 - 5158
www.DavidsonLC.com 
980 East 12st (Bet Ave I & J)

Regent Crash Courses

Group Homework Sessions $29.99/hr 

Secular Studies

Elementary through High School

Sessions conducted in an educational 
environment in the heart of Flatbush

Does your child need a 
qualified tutor to help 
them excel? Let us help.
Have the peace of mind that your 
child is being taught properly.

Grand Opening SPECIAL $55.00/hr (Regular $69.99/hr)

LearningDavidson

Center
Skilled Private

Tutoring
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Rabbi Barry Nathan
Phone: 718.820.4884/4904  
Email: barry.nathan@touro.edu

 f Small classes taught by award-winning faculty
 f A warm inspiring Torah environment
 f Challenging shiurim taught by renowned Roshei 

Yeshiva    
 f Extraordinary rates of acceptance to professional  

& graduate schools
 f Inquire about our Honors Program for outstanding 

students    
 f Scholarship and financial aid opportunities for  

those who qualify

LANDER COLLEGE FOR MEN
BEIS MEDRASH L’TALMUD

Lander College for Men
A Division of Touro College Touro is an Equal 

Opportunity Institution

A SUPERIOR EDUCATION
For Those Who Love To Learn
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THE LANDER COLLEGE 
AT TOURO IN FLATBUSH

THE SCHOOL FOR MEN • THE SCHOOL FOR WOMEN

Touro is an equal opportunity institution

BENEFIT FROM:

 � Excellent career preparation in 25 majors and pre-
professional fields

 � A proven record of success with thousands of our alumni 
supporting Torah families with dignity

 � Alumni successfully employed as CPAs, attorneys, physicians 
and dentists, teachers, actuaries, speech pathologists, social 
workers, physician assistants and nurses, occupational and 
physical therapists

 � Outstanding record of admissions to graduate and 
professional schools

 � Effective career placement and internships with two annual 
job fairs

 � A flexible schedule that meets your needs
 � Generous financial aid and academic scholarships

LET US HELP 
YOU SHAPE  

YOUR FUTURE

1602 Avenue J at East 16th Street

(718) 252-7800 ext. 299 or 320
admissions.lander@touro.edu

APPLY NOW FOR 
FALL 2014

LANDER COLLEGE 
OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
AT TOURO IN FLATBUSH
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
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IF  YOU WOULD LIKE A FREE SEFER ,  PLEASE EMAIL US AT�
STOPTHETALKING @ GMAIL .COM

Stop the 
Talking in Shul!

The Mishna Berurah Writes:
Woe to the people that talk in shul during davening, for we have seen 

countless shuls destroyed because of this sin…
Don’t be the cause of destruction.

SAVE OUR SHULS!!
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Flatbush Hakhel Event Emphasizes the Mitzvah to Never be Depressed
Daniel Keren

(The following report on the recent 
Hakhel Yarchei Kallah lectures is dedicated 
illuy nishmas Nechama bas Reb Noach, 
a”h, my beloved wife of almost 30 years. I 
would like to take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank my friend Mordy Mehlman, 
the publisher of the FJJ, for his warm con-
dolences given to me and my family both in 
person at the Shiva house and also in the 
pages of his newspaper. May we only share 
good news with each other from now on.)

Hundreds of men and women took ad-
vantage of the recent July 4th legal holiday 
to participate in a half-day long series of 
Yarchei Kallah lectures o�ered by promi-
nent rabbanim on both hashkafah and 
halachic aspects of the Torah that took 
place in the Agudath Israel of Madison. 
�e Event was orchestrated by Hakhel, a 
Flatbush-based organization dedicated to 
promoting a greater awareness of Torah-
true values to members of our community.

�e Flatbush Hakhel Yarchei Kallah 
Event began with a lecture by Rabbi Yisroel 
Reisman, the mora d’asra of the host shul. 
He spoke on the topic of “Vayomer Neche-
miah el Hamelech: �e King’s Butler,” the 
second in a series of eight intended legal 
holiday shiurim on Sefer Nechemiah.

�e pasukim of Sefer Nechemiah takes 
place almost entirely in Eretz Yisroel with 
the exception of the �rst and a half chap-
ters of this book in Tanach. Rabbi Reisman 
gave a background to the history of the 
Jewish nation in Israel up until the time of 
the Navi Nechemiah.

�e Jews �rst came into the Land of Is-
rael with Yehoshua bin Nun some 40 years 
a�er the Exodus from Egypt. Approxi-
mately 850 years later the Bayis Rishon, 
the �rst Holy Temple in Yerushalayim was 
destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and most of 
the Jews were exiled to Babylonia.

A�er the brief but aborted Jewish com-
munity of vineyard tenders under the rule 
of Gedaliah ben Ahikam in Eretz Yisroel 
collapsed, for a period of 52 years a�er the 
assasination of Gedaliah, Eretz Yisroel 
was devoid of any Jews living in the Holy 
Land. At the end of these 52 years, Koresh 
Hamelech, King Cyrus of Persia granted 
permission for Jews to return under his 
protection to the Land of Israel and rebuild 
the Bais Hamikdash. �ey even actually 
brought a karbon, sacri�ce on the site of 
the mizbeach in the �rst Holy Sanctuary 
in Jerusalem.

Yet, even with the permission and en-
couragement of Koresh, only 42,000 Jews, 
a small percentage of all the Jews in Bavel 
le� their comfortable homes in Babylon to 
accompany Ezra on this historic mission to 
reestablish the Jewish community in Eretz 
Yisroel.

Unfortunately a group of bitter enemies 
of the Jews managed to malign the inten-
tion of the Yidden and they succeeded in 
causing Koresh to withdraw his permis-
sion allowing the Jews to rebuild the Bais 
Hamikdash.

Sefer Nechemiah opens 13 years a�er 
Ezra led a second group of Jews back to 
Eretz Yisroel with Nechemiah inquiring 
of Hanani who had just returned to Bavel 
about the status of those Jews who had 
returned to Yerushalayim. Hanani’s re-
port was that the Jews in that province (of 
Yerushalayim) were “in great misery and 

humiliation; the wall of Yerushalayim is 
breached, and its gates have been set a�re.”

�e Book of Nechemiah opens up with 
the Navi speaking in Shushan Habira, the 
capital city of the Persian Empire. Why, 
Rabbi Reisman asked, wasn’t Nechemiah 
in Eretz Yisroel with the original group of 
settlers from Bavel who returned 52 years 
a�er the death of Gedaliah?

�e reason was that Nechemiah was 
the butler to the King of Persia Daryavesh 
or Darius whom Chazal identify as the son 
of Achashverosh and Queen Esther. As 
such Nechemiah had a very important po-
sition. Besides the main function of tasting 
any wine before Daryavesh would drink 
from it; in order to 
protect the Persian 
monarch from any 
attempt by others 
to poison him, the 
butler Nechemiah 
was because of his 
great wisdom, a very 
respected individual 
to Daryavesh and 
as such had much 
inf luence with the 
powerful ruler.

In recognition 
of Nechemiah’s im-

portant in�uence upon the Persian king 
and that ability to help his co-religionists 
in Bavel, the major rabbis of that period 
gave the Navi special permission to drink 
yayin stam (non-kosher wine) in order to 
be of service to both Daryavesh and Klal 
Yisroel simultaneously.

�ere were 13 years in-between the 
time that Ezra returned to Eretz Yisroel 
and when Nechemiah came to the Land of 
Israel to join Ezra in leading the then de-
moralized Jewish settlement that had been 
disappointed in not being allowed by the 
previous Persian monarch Koresh to re-
build the Bais Hamikdash.

A�er his meeting with Hanani, Neche-
miah became exceedingly sad. Indeed 
when he next saw King Daryavesh, his 
master quickly noted that his butler was 
in a very depressed mood. When the king 
voiced his sense of the butler’s unhappy 
state of being, Nechemiah was both afraid 
and concerned as he realized that he was 
now under suspicion of disloyalty by 
Daryavesh, even to the extent of perhaps 
conspiring to poison him and that might 
be the reason for his uncharacteristic un-
happy attitude.

Rabbi Reisman recalled a teaching 
from his rebbi, Rabbi Avrohom Pam, zt”l 
who explained that today a person must 
not have a downcast attitude in the pres-

ence of the king, who in our case is [the 
King of kings] Hakodesh Baruch Hu.

Nechemiah replied to Daryavesh that 
the reason that he is sad is because of his 
having just learned about the desolate con-
ditions of his brethren in Eretz Yisroel and 
he requested permission to be allowed to 
rejoin his coreligionists and help rebuild 
Yerushalayim.

“�e king said to me, with the queen 
sitting beside him, ‘When will you depart 
and when will you return?’ It pleased the 
king and he gave me leave and I gave him a 
time” [when Nechemia world return to his 
service as the monarch’s butler in Persia.] 
(Nechemiah 2:6)

Rabbi Reisman 
emphasized that 
Nechemiah in re-
sponding to the 
king [Daryavesh] 
was first mispallel 
to Hashem and only 
then answered the 
Persian monarch 
who quest ioned 
“Why is your face 
downcast?” From 
this we learn a very 
important lesson in 
life. When Neche-

miah was answering King Daryavesh, he 
was actually talking to the real king (Ha-
kodesh Baruch Hu.)

�is is similar to the case of Queen Es-
ther who when in the ��h perek of Megil-
lah Esther came to the inner courtyard of 
the king to risk her life and make a petition 
on behalf of her people (the Jewish nation) 
to Achasheverosh. Esther also when mak-
ing her request to her husband, the king 
was really directing her plea to Hakodesh 
Baruch Hu.

�e lesson for us, Rabbi Reisman said, 
it that whenever we have to make a request 
to a human being, try and think to your-
self that you are really talking to Hakodesh 
Baruch Hu,

Had the majority of Jews in Bavel re-
turned to Eretz Yisroel when given per-
mission by Koresh, perhaps that massive 
demonstration of enthusiasm to serve Ha-
kodesh Baruch Hu would have triggered 
the now long awaited era of Moshiach, 
the redemption from our golus, exile. But 
since most of the Yidden opted to remain 
in their comfortable golus homes, the re-
turn of a minority of Jews under Ezra and 
Nechemiah was not worthy of generating 
great miracles as was experienced by the 
Jews who came to Eretz Yisroel under the 
leadership of Yehoshua Bin Nun.

�e lesson is that people have the op-
portunity to be inspired. But it is sadly rare 
for people to actually allow themselves to 
be inspired and act accordingly. Rav Pam 
says that a person who allows himself not 
to be inspired when he can be so spiritually 
upli�ed, will be punished from on High by 
not being allowed to be inspired when he 
should be.

Two people, Rabbi Reisman said, can 
experience the same incident and one can 
be inspired as a result, whereas the other 
individual will act as though he has a heart 
of stone and not be moved to better as a re-
sult. We have to therefore strive to develop 
that unique sensitivity which will allow us 
to improve ourselves and elevate ourselves 
b’ruchnius.

The second speaker at the July 4th

Hakhel Yarchei Kallah Event was Rabbi 
Dovid Goldwasser, internationally re-
nowned Maggid Shiur and Rav of Con-
gregation Bais Yitzchok. He addressed the 
topic of “A Glimpse into Olam Habah, the 
World to Come.” Rabbi Goldwasser noted 
that that topic is a discussion today that 
is other worldly. Everybody in this world 
(Olam Hazeh) is [or should be] striving to 
be worthy of entry to Olam Habah.

Long noted for his opposition to the ca-
sual use of the internet that can easily and 
unwittingly entrap a frum Jew into seri-
ous moral and spiritual dilemmas, Rabbi 
Goldwasser noted there is indeed some-
thing important one can learn from the 
internet, in particular with EBay, an inter-
net market where anyone can sell or buy 
almost any imaginable product that exists.

Hence much attention was generated 
around the world a couple of years ago 
when Ari, a supposedly former ultra-Or-
thodox Jew o�ered on Ebay his share in 
Olam Habah (as it says in the introduction 
to Pirchei Avos – “All Jews have a share in 
the world to come…”). Bidding started at 
99 cents but within a few hours quickly 
rose to more than $100,000. When Ebay 
started getting complaints about this of-
fering, they opted to cancel it because they 
argued that vendors can only sell tangible 
items of which they claimed a share in 
Olam Habah was not tangible.

Rabbi Goldwasser remarked on that 
fact that one who was at one time an “ultra 
Orthodox Jewish man” advertised that he 
was willing to sell his share of Olam Habah 
constituted the ultimate chillul Hashem, 
desecration of G-d’s holy name, denigrat-
ing something that many of us are willing 
to give over our lives in order to pursue our 
great goal of obtain the true rewards of the 
World to Come.

Someone who has the opportunity to 
learn Torah and doesn’t learn Torah is an 
apikorsis, a heretic. And such a person has 
lost his chelek or share in Olam Habah. 
Of course, such a person can at anytime 
regain that lost chelek by returning to the 
study of Torah and performances of mitz-
vahs.

A person can have great zechusim, mer-
its in this world such as promoting achdus, 
unity among the Jewish nation as we all 
recently experienced these past few weeks 
[when we all prayed and recited Tehillim 
on behalf of the three martyred Israeli 
teenage yeshiva students.]

When quoting the introduction to Pir-
chei Avos that declares all Jews have a share 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 58
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

cause destruction to the subjects of his 
conversations. Much has been written 
and spoken about the topic of lashon hara.

Yet there is an aspect of this sin which 
requires elaboration, as it occurs quite 
frequently. With the growth of the Torah 
community has come a proliferation of 
Torah lectures and shiurim on countless 
di�erent topics. �e Chofetz Chaim (in a 
lengthy footnote to Hilchos

Lashon Hara 2:12) writes that it is a 
terrible sin to criticize a speech delivered 
by a rav or a darshan (lecturer). Di�erent 
people have di�erent interests and what 
one person may �nd appealing and in-
teresting is to another person boring and 
redundant. �ere are various types of 
lectures, just as there are various types of 
listeners.

Some may enjoy hearing a sharp, wit-
ty remark while others will enjoy a story 
or parable. Some may be stimulated by a 
hair-splittingTalmudic pilpul while oth-
ers will �nd a practical, down-to-earth 
halachic topic intellectually satisfying. 
Some may desire a profound philosophi-
cal insight while others will be inspired by 
a mussar thought. Some may enjoy an in-
depth, penetrating analysis of a mitzvah 
while others will be inspired by an expla-
nation of a maamar Chazal or a parashah 
of Chumash. Some may be interested in 
a lecture on Jewish history while others 
will delight in a chassidic vort or story. 
�ere may even be those who come to a 
derashah because they enjoy hearing the 
niggun of the maggid!

�us to one person a particular lecture 
may be a great source of inspiration, while 
to another it is a ‘‘waste of time.’’ Each 
person has his own tastes and interests 
and it is wrong to criticize the lecturer 
simply because he was not able to satisfy 
the speci�c interest of every listener in the 
audience.

At times, a person may criticize a lec-
ture and its speaker because he wants to 
show that he, not the speaker, is a ma-
ven (expert) on this particular topic. He 
knows what a good speech should be like 
and can see the faults of this particu-
lar speaker. Doing this can destroy the 
speaker’s reputation as well as his parna-
sah. Why does the critic do this? To show 
how smart and insightful he is!

In the past few decades, interest among 
Jews in chazzanus (cantorial renditions) 

has declined. Rav Pam recalled the time, 
more than a half-century ago, when in-
terest in chazzanus and chazzanim was 
very high. In the period a�er World War 
II, the pride and joy of the Brooklyn Jew-
ish neighborhood of Brownsville was the 
renowned Stone Avenue Talmud Torah. 
�is shul brought in the �nest and most 
famous chazzanim to beautify the Shab-
bos and Yom Tov davening.

The shul would sell tickets (before 
Shabbos) to hear the guest chazzan. Some 
people couldn’t a�ord the price of the 
tickets; they would wait outside the shul 
on Shabbos, anxious to hear the reports 
of those who had attended when davening 
was over. It was evident that some people 
came to o�er their mevinus (learned opin-
ion) on the ability of the chazzan, rather 
than to actually listen to him. Obviously, 
this sort of behavior is a serious violation 
of lashon hara.

A common application of this prob-
lem is that familiar question o�en heard 
at the end of the davening on Rosh Ha-
shanah: ‘‘Good Yom Tov! How did you 
like the chazzan?’’ Or, in another varia-
tion: ‘‘What do you say about the rav’s 
derashah?’’ Rav Pam o�en remarked that 
this was the ‘‘most dangerous hour’’ of 
Rosh Hashanah, as it was fraught with 
the potential to commit extremely serious 
sins on this Day of Judgment.

Another factor to consider is that one 
can cause no greater pain to a person 
than to criticize him with regard to his 
own profession. Doing so o�en destroys 
the person’s purpose of existence. �e 
critic fails to realize the deep anguish he 
is causing with his words.

All he sees is the pleasure his witty or 
caustic remark brings to hislisteners.

Parashas Masei is always read on 
the Shabbos before the beginning of the 
Nine Days, the prelude to Tishah B’Av. 
�e cause of the destruction of the sec-
ond Beis HaMikdash was sinas chinam 
(unwarranted hatred), which is directly 
related to lashon hara. �us, as we read 
about Rismah, which is a reference to the 
sin of the meraglim, we should take to 
heart its important message and strive to 
remove this plague of lashon hara from 
among the Jewish people. Only then can 
we hope for the building of the third Beis 
HaMikdash, may it come speedily and in 
our days.
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Health        & Fitness HEALTH  & FITNESS ADVICE
FOR THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

World-Class Cardiovascular Care 
Close to Home
Cross County Medical has joined North Shore-LIJ Medical Group and 
the team at Lenox Hill Hospital.
In practice for over 20 years, the board certi�ed physicians at Cross County Medical specialize in cardiovascular medicine and internal medicine.  
With state-of-the-art, non-invasive cardiac imaging services, a pacemaker and de�brillator clinic and therapeutic options for arrhythmias and  
vascular disease, our physicians provide comprehensive diagnosis, treatment and preventive care for optimal heart health. Now as part of  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group, Cross County Medical has integrated access to the extensive resources and expertise of North Shore-LIJ Health 
System and Lenox Hill Hospital – ranked among the nation’s top hospitals in cardiology and cardiac surgery by U.S. News and World Report.

Call now for an appointment: (718) 859-5843  

North Shore-LIJ Medical Group 
Cross County Medical 
1262 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, New York 11230

Learn more about the physicians at  
Cross County Medical and  
North Shore-LIJ Medical Group.nslijdocs.com

Judah A. Charnoff, MD

Cardiology, Internal 
Medicine

Daniel Zanger, MD

Cardiology, Internal 
Medicine

Howard C. Eisenstein, MD

Cardiology, Internal 
Medicine

Michael P. Konig, DO

Cardiology, Internal 
Medicine

Languages spoken: Russian, Hebrew,  
    Yiddish, Polish, Bulgarian
Translation services available

Evening and Sunday of�ce hours available
Most insurances accepted
Handicapped accessibility

T H E  C E N T E R  FO R  A N X I E T Y
HELPING ADULTS, ADOLESCENTS AND CHILDREN OVERCOME ANXIETY WITH EVIDENCE-BASED TREATMENTS

 
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING, 350 FIFTH AVENUE, 59TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10118  

telephone: 646-837-5557 / toll free: 888-837-7473 
info@centerforanxiety.org / www.centerforanxiety.org

WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF OUR BRAND NEW 2500 SQUARE-FOOT  
STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY AT 3692 BEDFORD AVENUE (OFF KINGS HIGHWAY)

The Center for Anxiety is a clinical-research facility dedicated to furthering evidence-based treatments 
for anxiety and related symptoms in adults, adolescents and children. Clinical services focus on the 

acquisition of skills to reduce distress, improve functioning, and enhance connection.

“Most people don’t realize that there are simple, non-pharmacological 
strategies that can have a rapid impact on anxiety.” 

—David H. Rosmarin, PhD, Director, Center For Anxiety
Instructor, Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School
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At Omni Childhood Center We Provide 
The Following  High Quality Services:

EVALUATIONS • SPECIAL EDUCATION (SEIT) 
SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY • AUDIOLOGY 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • COUNSELING

1651 Coney Island Avenue,  Brooklyn, NY 11230

T: 718.998.1415  F: 718.627.1855

www.omnirehab.com

CHILDHOOD CENTER 
can help!
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Evaluations or services provided by the Department of Education CPSE program are for preschool 
children who have or are suspected of having a disability pursuant to Section 4410 of Article 89. Services 
are ultimately determined by the district CPSE administrator during the IEP meeting process.

Shirley Pollak, Au.D., CCC-A, F-AAA • Olga Lis, MS, CCC-A
Chavie Drillick, Au.D., CCC-A • Rivka Strom, Au.D., CCC-A

Most Insurances accepted.
We accept United Healthcare plans for 
Hearing Aids, Including AmeriChoice.

Visit our new & expanded location at:
209 Avenue P • Brooklyn, NY
(Entrance on West 6th Street)

718-421-2782 
Wheelchair and stroller accessible.

www.audiologycentral.com

Visit our new & expanded location at:

Your Hearing is Our Priority

Phonak New Technology 
Demonstration

Hearing 
Consultation

30-Day Risk 
Free Trial

M
S-
03
39
83

Comprehensive AUDIOLOGICAL SERVICES for All Ages... 
From INFANT to ADULT

• Hearing Aid Consultations & Fittings
• Complete Audiological Evaluations
• Fast ForWord Training
• CAP Testing for children age 5 & older

Health        & Fitness HEALTH  & FITNESS ADVICE
FOR THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

SHAKLEE FASTING SOLUTION 
"Performance" with unique balance of � uids 

and electrolytes to prevent dehydration.
 

GREAT BEFORE A FAST AND HOT DAYS. 
The unique balance of fl uids, electrolytes and carbs will keep you strong.

Perfect for pregnant and nursing moms and people of all ages - seniors

Makes perfect healthy ices too!
 

- Kosher Vitamins -
- NATURE BRIGHT Famous whitener and stain remover -

 
R. Spira   718 252 7323
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MDL
Modern Diagnostic Laboratory, Inc.

TO
MORROW’S TECHNOLOGY TODAY!

“Experience the Difference”

“Dedicated To Excellence in the Field of Laboratory Testing”

Same Day Results

State-of-the-Art

Oxford GHI
House Calls

Quality Control

We Accept Oxford At No Cost To You!

THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1412
 BAY RIDGE AVE.

1726
 OCEAN AVENUE

5205 NEW
UTRECHT AVE.

MONDAY - THURSDAY
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
CLOSED SHABBOS

& SUNDAY

MONDAY - THURSDAY
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

OPEN SUNDAY
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
CLOSED SHABBOS

MONDAY - THURSDAY
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM

FRIDAY
7:30 AM - 2:00 PM

OPEN SUNDAY
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
CLOSED SHABBOS

(69th St. bet. 14th & 15th Aves.) (between Avenues L & M)(between 52nd & 53rd Sts.)

718.837.LAB2  (837-5222)

Visit Us At
WWW.MODERNLAB.ORG
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We Are Now An In-Network Lab For All United And Oxford Health Plans
We also accept GHI, Aetna, and more

www.ModernLab.org

Health        & Fitness HEALTH  & FITNESS ADVICE
FOR THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY
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Going to the MIR
or Yeshivas in
Israel? AIM GOLD PLAN

• Medical Maximum
$100,000

• Hospitalization and
Emergency room
coverage throughout Israel

• 24 hr. Hot-line with a
physician on duty 7 days/wk

• Emergency Dental Care
• No deductibles! No co-payments!
• All American and English speaking physicians
• Prescribed medications included

AIM PLATINUM PLAN
(Includes ALL benefits from the AIM GOLD Plan)

• Medical Maximum
$200,000 No deductibles.*
No co-payments.*

• Pre-existing Conditions*:
Sudden onset of pre-existing
condition – $10,000 Maximum for eligible expenses.

• March of The Living Trip to Poland*: Provides
14 days full coverage.

• CAT scans, Bone scans, MRI’s covered*
• Allergy shots, Nutritional Counseling*
• Alternative Medicine*, Acupuncture*
• Podiatry, Eating disorders Counseling*
• Physical Therapy, Chiropractic care*
• Vision Care: $100 Maximum/year for exams and

glasses after 12mo. coverage*
• Lost checked luggage: $250 per year.
• Trip Delay: Maximum limit of $100/day*

It is important to have PRIVATE medical attention by
American doctors when you are thousands of miles away
from home. However, the real value of a medical plan
exists in the company behind the plan and it’s proven
ability to respond in the time of need, day or night.

Introducing the new AIM PLATINUM Plan supplement.
For only $100 additional you receive all the benefits of
the popular AIM GOLD Plan and the most comprehensive
series of benefits in today’s medical services market.

* All benefits are in accordance with the Terms & Conditions on the AIM website at www.aim.co.il and the Master Agreement which is available upon
request by contacting the AIM Administrator at admin@aim.co.il.

AMERICAN ISRAEL MEDI-PLAN, INC.
20533 Biscayne Blvd.
Suite PMB N202
Aventura, FL 33180-9938

Phone: 1-800-4-AIM-PLAN
Fax: 1-305-359-5710
Email: info@aim.co.il

Visit the AIM website at:

www.aim.co.il

For information call:

1-800-4-AIM-PLAN

Registration and application available
to sign up on line securely.

Early registration on the AIM GOLD Plan is
$470 or about $1.25/day.

A trusted name in Israeli Health CareAIM

$470
before Aug. 1, 2013

A FULL YEAR’S PRIVATE MEDICAL COVERAGE

$570
before Aug. 1, 2013

AIM Medical Center conveniently located for
immediate appointments

Health        & Fitness HEALTH  & FITNESS ADVICE
FOR THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

We treat children, teens, and adults.  
All phases of Family Dentistry performed in our office.

Call to make an appointment at our  
NEW STATE OF THE ART FACILITY

1420 Avenue P  
718-339-7878

www.josephlichterdds.com

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.

Family  
Dentistry

Strict 
Sterilization 

Techniques

SPECIAL:

Invisalign   

$3,495

SPECIAL:Zoom  Bleaching   $395

Invisalign   Emergency Service & Treatment    
Evening Appointments   Pain-Free Treatment     

Needle-Free Drilling   Laser Gum Therapy   Implants / Cosmetics
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INSPIRATION & ADVICE  
FOR THE JEWISH HOMEWomen’s          World

I feel my heart overwhelmed with joy, 
a�er almost 20 years of writing from my 
“neshama” (soul) to Argentina and Israel, 
and of being able to pour all my feelings into 
this beautiful and so deeply noble FJJ Jour-
nal. I am still surprised at how i happened 
to meet the beloved, distinguished, and so 
very warm FJJ sta�, especially Mr. Mordy, 
his devoted assistant Monica, and also the 
respectable Rabbi Paysach Krohn, whose ex-
cellent material I am allowed to extract, with 
his consent, for my shiurim and writings.

I will tell you how ‘the creator’ caused 
me to be in this place. About 3 years ago, 
I happened to be at the Park House hotel 
in Boro Park with my husband and part 
of my family.  A�er a pleasant and cold 
stay in New York (as it was winter time), 
we were returning to Argentina. We were 
all holding our suitcases and our kids in 
the lobby. Everybody was ready to get into 
the cars while I, (the last as usual), was 
�nishing the remaining details. But, on 
opening the elevator and about to get out, 
a photo called my attention. It was a face 
with an incredible "kedusha", concerning 
your journal. As soon as i got to the door, I 
said to myself, “no, no, no. Take this photo 
with you on your way back home.”  And 
so, I went back to the hotel while my fam-
ily was hurrying me from inside the car, 
because it was so late. Baruch Hashem, we 
were able to board the plane in time. Two 
hours a�er the plane had taken o� I decid-
ed to open the famous FJJ journal for the 
�rst time in my life!  �e face which has 
caught my soul was no less than the tza-
dik Rabbi Shmuel Berenbaum z”l!  �en, I 
started reading the articles and the amaz-
ing ‘divrei torah’ of Rabbi Reisman, Liba 
Schwebel, and all of the tzadikim who 
contribute to the success of this journal 
week a�er week. I remember being deep-
ly moved to tears when reading some of 
Rabbi Reisman’s deep comments. As soon 
as we arrived in Argentina, I asked my 

husband to write an e-mail to the FJJ ad-
dress, since, although di�cult to believe, I 
do not know how to use a computer and, 
for more than 20 years, I have been writ-
ing in the old fashioned way, (a�lu –even- 
my book has been written this way) with a 
simple pen…. But with all my heart!

I thought it would be a ‘ness’ (miracle) 
if my e-mail were answered and … from 
then on, part of my life started to change.  
Never had I imagined that on the other side 
of the world, where they do not even know 
I exist, somebody could answer my e-mail, 
welcome me, and care for me with so much 
devotion, with this ‘ben adam le chaveiro’ 
that I proclaim in each shiur i give, which 
is the ‘icar of the yehudi’ and which makes 
‘Hakadosh Baruch Hu’ so happy. �at is the 
reason why, before starting to write an ar-
ticle bs’h’, I needed to express my gratitude 
for taking me into account and for having 
relied on a simple e-mail which only asked 
to know  you. I have always wanted to �nd 
out somewhere, to �nd other sources such 
as the ones expressed by the respectable 
Rabbi Paysach Krohn, Rabbi Pam, Rabbi 
Frand and others whom I get inspiration 
from. �ere can be no doubt that I thank 
‘the creator’ for this vivid feeling of the 
wonderful pasuk “ve derech she adam ro-
tze lalechet molichim oto”, (which means 
“each one will be helped by heaven in or-
der to follow the way, one chooses to walk 
along”- (maschet  makot, daf iud, amud 
bet). Rabbi Berenbaum z”l and the ones 
who included his photo in that edition, the 
day i was leaving Park House hotel, are “re-
sponsible” for the spiritual happiness I am 
feeling today.  And I ask ‘bore olam’ that 
every word I am going to write, may reach 
the heart of all the distinguished readers 
and bs’h’ I look forward to seeing you next 
week with a lovely and sensitive real story.

�ank you for reading my work and 
thank you ‘Hashem’ for this great opportu-
nity.

Heart Notes from Argentina
     BY MORA LUNI

“For You Mom”
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COOKING AND HOUSEKEEPING 
ADVICE FROM FLATBUSH EXPERTSWomen’s        World

FJJ Ladies Shiurim Directory
Please contact individual Shiurim/Shuls to confirm weekly schedule, which may vary.

MAGGID SHIUR TOPIC TIME LOCATION

AGUDAH WOMEN  
OF FLATBUSH

Parsha Shabbos 
4:00 PM

Congregation Sfard 
1575 Coney Island Ave.

ALTERNATING SPEAKERS Pirkei Avos Shabbos    
5:30 PM

Cong. Tomchei Torah 
1966 Ocean Ave, Upstairs

RABBI ALPORT/GUEST/
MRS. ESTHER WEIN

Shmuel Beis Tuesday    
1:15-3:45 pm

Chochmas Noshim West 
1259 East 22nd (Ave. L) 
718.801.2787

R' AVROHOM 
BACKENROTH

Hashkafa from the 
Parsha

Alternate Tuesdays 

9:35 PM
Young Israel of Ave K 
2815 Ave K

RABBI DANIEL EISENBACH Parsha Shabbos 
5:30 PM

Avenue N Jewish Center 
Corner Ave N & East 4th 
718.339.7747

RABBI FRIEMAN Parsha & Halacha Tuesday  
9:15 - 9:45 pm

Dial: 646-558-6338 
Conference ID 648-4865#

RABBI AVROHOM 
GARFINKEL

Megilas Esther
Alternate 
Wednesdays 
8:00 pm

Congregation Bnei Israel 
3190 Bedford Avenue

MRS. CHAYA GINZBERG Pirkei Avos / Mishlei Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Bet Yakob Shul      
Ocean Parkway & Ave. R

RABBI MEIR GOLDBERG Practical Halachos for 
the Kitchen/Home

Shabbos    
4:15 PM

Cong. Adas Yeshurun 
3418 Avenue N

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Derech Hashem Wednesdays 
8:30 PM

Avenue O Synagogue 
808 Avenue O

RABBI DOVID 
GOLDWASSER

Pirkei Avos Shabbos  
5:45 PM

Cong. Bnei Yitzchok 
1143 E. 19th 

MRS. HENDEL /  
MRS. CHITRIK

Parsha Wednesday
9:00 PM

Call for location:  
718.382.6804

RABBI YY JACOBSON Torah & Tea Tuesday 
9:10 PM

Mayan Yisroel 
3307 Ave N 
718.677.0030

MRS. IVY KALAZAN Parsha

T

uesdays
9:45 am

E

lbogen            
1069 East 24th Street

REBBETZIN VITAL 
KALMANOWITZ

Chovos Halevovos Sunday  
10:15 AM

1153 East 9th Street 
side entrance

RABBI YOSEF 
KIRSZENBERG

Parsha Tuesdays
7:30 - 8:30 pm

Lubavitch Yeshiva          
841 Ocean Parkway (I & 

H)MRS. VICKY LEW Sefer Shmos Tuesday
8:00 PM

Young Israel of Bedford 
Bay 2114 Brown Street (

U& V

) 
718.332.4120

RABBI MOSHE TUVIA LIEFF Power of Tefillah
Alternate 
Tuesdays
8:30 pm

Agudah Bais Binyomin          
2913 Avenue L

MRS. SARAH MALKA Beiur Tefilah Wednesday 
1:45 - 2:15 PM

Benno Home 
418 Quentin Road

MRS. BREINDY REISS Sefer Daniel Tuesday
8:00 - 9:15 pm

1552 East 21st Street 
(N&O)

RABBI REUVAIN SCHARF Orchos Tzadikim Shabbos
5:00 PM

Nshei Lamed Hay    
1456 E. 35 (KH - Flatlands)

MRS. SHIRA SMILES Parsha Sunday
10:00 AM

Young Israel of Ave. L

RABBI YECHIEL SNOW Parsha Shabbos 
5:00 pm

Young Israel of 
Midwood

MRS. SHANIE STERN
Parsha/Hilchos 
Shabbos

Shabbos  
4:00 PM

for location email: 
shaina22@aol.com

RABBI DAVID SUTTON Inyanei D'Yoma Sunday 1:00 Strettiner Bais Medrash     
Bay Pkwy & Ocean Pkwy

RABBI VIGLER Torah & Tea Wednesday 
10 AM

Mayan Yisroel 
3307 Ave N 
718.677.0030

RABBI ZECHARIAH 
WALLERSTEIN

Parsha Wednesdays 
9:30 pm

Ohr Naava           
2201 East 23rd Street 
718.647.6228

RABBI MOSHE BAREDES Parsha & Hashkafa Shabbos 45 min 

before minha
Cong. Yam Hatorah 
1573 East 10th Street

ROTATING MAGIDEI SHIUR Beiur Tefilah Sunday 10:15 - 
11:00 AM

Weinreb Home 
103 Parkville A ve

Shuls & Speakers are welcome to submit shiurim to: info@thefjj.com
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10 Minutes: Better Marriage
EXCERPT FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH BOOK BY DR. MEIR WIKLER

When I �rst met Yitzchak, he had been 
married for almost 10 years. Although he 
had been teaching in a day school for a few 
years a�er his marriage, the �nancial pres-
sures of supporting his growing family 
forced him to accept a second, part-time job 
selling insurance.

Yitzchak challenged me as soon as he en-
tered my o�ce. “I just want you to know that 
I do not believe in therapy,” he announced in 
a provocative tone of voice.

�e initial resistance that Yitzchak dis-
played represented his wish to avoid any 
discussion of the reason for his presence in 
my o�ce. It was so painful for him to speak 
about it, that Yitzchak sighed deeply and au-
dibly while describing his problem.

“Sometimes — at home — I, uh — lose 
control. You shouldn’t think, Heaven forbid, 
that I ever hit my wife. With the exception 
of an occasional slap to one of my children, I 
never raise my hand. But I raise my voice — 
at the kids — and my wife. �ey’re all afraid 
of me at home. I terrorize everyone. �ey 
never smile or feel relaxed whenever I’m at 
home. “But that’s not all — Of course, the 
yelling and screaming are bad enough. But 
that’s not the only reason I came — It’s not 
that I shout but it’s what I shout that hurts 
the most... I say things — and I use language 
— that is totally unacceptable, and for a ye-
shivah Rebbe it’s unthinkable.

“I know you will really think I am crazy 
a�er you hear what I am about to tell you 
— Most people hate the winter and love the 
summer. I am just the opposite. Let me tell 
you why. During the winter my shouting is 

at home, inside, with the windows closed. At 
least in my apartment, I can pretend that the 
neighbors don’t hear me raising my voice.

“During the summer, however, with the 
windows open, I know that all of my neigh-
bors are getting a good show. I can just imag-
ine how much fun they’re having as they say 
to each other, ‘�ere goes Yitzchak, again. 
Let’s hear what he’s blowing up about this 
time.’ I feel so ashamed when I meet my 
neighbors on the street that I want to hide 
until the weather turns cold.”

Yitzchak’s Treatment
�erapy for Yitzchak lasted over a year 

and included two separate phases. Initially, 
Yitzchak was asked to monitor and write 
down what his thoughts were immediately 
prior to each outburst. Just what was he 
thinking? What was happening and how did 
he feel about it?

�is was a very di�cult assignment for 
Yitzchak. Before each outburst he had no 
warning that he was about to explode. Dur-
ing the eruption, he was totally out of control 
of his thoughts, not only his temper. And af-
ter each episode, he was so guilt-ridden that 
it was extremely di�cult for him to deliber-
ately review it. All he wanted was to forget 
about it.

Because he was so highly motivated to 
change, however, Yitzchak applied himself 
religiously to the assignment and overcame 
his own resistance through sheer force of 
will. His e�orts bore extremely fruitful in-
sights into his behavior.

What triggered Yitzchak’s temper was 
any put-down or even implication of disre-

spect. If a member of Yitzchak’s family ad-
dressed him in a way which he felt lacked 
proper regard, he would �y into a rage. In 
short, the underlying cause for his loss of 
control was what Yitzchak identi�ed as his, 
“gaiva, or pride problem.”

�e Source of Pride
Eventually, Yitzchak discovered the 

source of his pride problem. �e reason he 
was always so preoccupied with how much 
respect he was being shown at home was that 
inside, where it really counted, he felt worth-
less.

�is insight then led into the second 
phase of Yitzchak’s treatment. We began to 
explore together the various ways in which 
Yitzchak, himself, undermined his own self-
esteem.

Once we were able to pinpoint how 
Yitzchak denigrated himself, he was able to 
see what he needed to do to treat himself 
with more respect.

Two brief examples will illustrate the 
simple ways in which Yitzchak repeatedly 
put himself down. Yitzchak had a very un-
kempt appearance. He never made the e�ort 
to look more presentable even though his 
sloppy image did bother him greatly. In ad-
dition, except for Shabbos and Yomim Tovim,

Yitzchak never ate seated comfortably at 
the table. �e kitchen and dining room ta-
bles were always too cluttered and Yitzchak 
wouldn’t bother clearing a place for himself. 
His wife would always clear the table later 
when she fed the children, which was usu-
ally only a�er Yitzchak had �nished his meal 
— standing up.

A�er a year of therapy aimed at help-
ing Yitzchak acquire more self-respect, he 
acknowledged that his outbursts of temper 
were drastically reduced. He no longer ex-
aggerated every slight to his honor because 
he no longer looked to others to boost his 
ego. Once he was able to stop putting him-
self down, he was able to gain control over 
his violent temper. �en he not only felt less 
guilt-ridden but his entire family also felt less 
fearful, tense and on edge whenever he was 
at home.

If you are losing your temper at home, 
you need to learn some vital lessons from 
Yitzchak’s experience in therapy. You need 
to learn that neither your spouse nor your 
children can remediate for your own lack of 
self-esteem. If you feel low or inadequate in 
any way, do not expect to make up for it by 
demanding subservience or honor from your 
spouse and children.

�e only way to repair your self esteem 
is by learning to treat yourself with more re-
spect. For example, start exercising, watching 
your weight and caring for your health today. 
Keep your wardrobe and personal papers 
neat and tidy. Take time for regular meals 
and periods of rest and relaxation. And treat 
yourself as someone who is entitled to self-
respect so you won’t be demanding of others 
to show you more respect than you show to 
yourself, as Yitzchak had been doing.

Dr. Meir Wikler is a psychotherapist and family counselor 
in full-time private practice with o�ces in Boro Park and 
Lakewood. He is also a proli�c author and sought after 
public speaker.

The Case of Yitzchak
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Smart Snacks for Traveling Plus More
Rochelle Rothman

As summer begins, many people  go 
upstate to summer homes or travel with 
their families on vacation. If you are trav-
eling this summer, here are some interest-
ing ways to keep on track of your healthy 
food plan.

Whether you’re �ying, taking a train, 
or loading up the car for a road trip, try 
to squeeze in time to pack healthy snacks 
(check TSA food rules before you go). It’s 
an ideal way to help ensure that you stay 
on track with your weight-loss goals. If 
you don’t have time to pack nutritious 
munchies at home, you may end up re-
sorting to a convenience store or airport 
or train-station kiosk in search of some-
thing to tide you over between meals, 
and the selection may not be ideal. Avoid 
packing any chips, cookies, snack cakes, 
candy bars, nacho chips, or sugary drinks. 
Instead, choose from this list of nutritious 
travel snacks (bring a cooler bag, if neces-
sary). 

 Remember, every hotel has ice ma-
chines and mini refrigerators for your 
use.  We have a portable cooler/warmer 
that we got as a gi� years ago. It has an 
adapter for the car to keep food either hot 
or cold while traveling!  It also has an A/C 
adapter for the wall outlet too.  It comes 
with a shoulder strap for easy portability.  
I’m sure it can be found in stores today.

I have a good friend on the South 
Beach Diet who shared her list of healthy 
snacks that they recommend. �eir plans 
are called Phases.  Personally, I like fol-
lowing the food plan my nutritionist gave 
me.  It basically includes all these foods, 
too.  I cannot follow a plan that restricts 
me totally to any particular food for a 
given time.  I �nd writing down my food 
choices is my way of keeping on track. I 
previously shared that method in a recent 
article in the FJJ.

Phase 1 Snacks
•	 Lean deli meats

•	 Assorted nut mixes (stick to a 1/4 
cup serving)

•	 1% , 2%, or fat-free cottage cheese
•	 Part-skim mozzarella cheese sticks
•	 Plain nonfat (0%) Greek yogurt
•	 Sun�ower and/or pumpkin seeds 

(stick to a 3-tablespoon serving)
•	 Low-sodium vegetable-juice blend 

or tomato juice in 6-oz cans
•	 Diet soda, seltzer, or bottled water
•	 Individual 2-ounce hummus con-

tainers
•	 Hard-boiled eggs
•	 Raw vegetables, such as celery 

and bell peppers (avoid carrots on 
Phase 1)

 
Phase 2 Snacks 
Everything on Phase 1, plus:
•	 Wraps made with 6-inch 100% 

whole-wheat or whole-grain tor-
tillas and lean deli meat and re-
duced-fat cheese

•	 Artificially sweetened low-fat or 
nonfat �avored yogurt

•	 Fresh fruits
•	 Reduced-fat cheese and whole-

wheat crackers
•	 Air-popped popcorn
•	 Canned fruit (water-packed or in 

its own juice)
•	 South Beach Diet 100-Calorie 

Snack Bars, Good to Go Bars, 
Chewy Nut, or Protein Fit Bars—
You can �nd comparable Kosher 
bars in our local supermarkets, too.

Phase 3 Snacks 
Everything on Phases 1 and 2, plus:
•	 Raisins (stick to a 2-tablespoon 

serving)
•	 Fruit salad (can be made with 

watermelon and/or pineapple on 
Phase 3)

Whatever way you choose to eat 
healthier, it has to be a plan you can live 
with inde�nitely.

Need one more reason to �ll up on 
fruits and veggies this summer? “Water 

isn’t the only way to hydrate,” says Fran-
ces Largeman0Roth, RD, author of Eating 
in Color: Delicious Healthy Recipes for You 
and Your Family.  “Fruits and vegetables 
with a high water content also help con-
tribute to our water intake.”  Even bananas 
are made up of 74 percent water, she notes.

Staying hydrated is crucial in the sum-
mer, as it helps regulate your body tem-
perature and enables your organs to work 
more e�ciently, preventing heat exhaus-
tion and heat stroke.  Toss these top water-
packed picks on your plate to help beat the 
heat:

Cucumber
Zucchini
Tomatoes
Strawberries
Watermelon
Cantaloupe

Sweeten your summer evenings with 
desserts that are perfect and delicious.  
It’s really very easy to prepare a nutritious 
and delicious summery dessert with just 
a few ingredients. Here are 4 easy ideas:

Create a chilled yogurt par-
fait.  Creamy nonfat (0%) Greek yogurt 
makes a healthy substitute for ice cream 
in a parfait. Layer the yogurt with a 
quarter-cup nuts of your choice. You can 
add a little vanilla or almond extract for 
�avor, sprinkle the parfait with lime or 
lemon zest, or drizzle it with sugar-free 
chocolate syrup, if desired. Layer the 
Greek yogurt with fresh summer fruit, 

such as strawberries, blueberries, peaches, 
nectarines, or a combination.  I like to add  
a sprinkle of cinnamon on top, which 
helps stabilize your blood sugar.

Grill fruit kebabs. Try grilling fruit, 
which caramelizes its natural sugars 
and enhances its �avor. You can halve 
nectarines, apricots, plums, mangoes, 
and peaches and grill, or cut the fruit 
into chunks and place on either metal 
or wooden skewers (if you use wooden 
ones, soak them in water �rst for about 15 
minutes.) You can even grill strawberries, 
but be aware that so�er fruits like straw-
berries and apricots will grill faster than 
�rmer ones, like peaches and nectarines. 
Sprinkle the fruit with ground cinnamon, 
cardamom, or star anise, before grilling, 
or with chopped mint or lemon zest a�er. 
You can also melt dark chocolate to use 
for dipping the grilled fruit.

Add lemon or lime to a ricotta 
crème. Fresh lemon or lime juice and zest 
make great additions to many summer 
desserts. Try adding lemon or lime zest 
and vanilla extract to any classic ricotta 
crème dessert.

Prepare a frozen dessert. Fresh fruit 
provides the base for a variety of frozen 
desserts that are super-refreshing on a 
warm summer evening. Use whatever 
fruit you prefer. Two of our favorites are 
Watermelon Snow and Cantaloupe Snow. 
�is answers the question;” What can I do with 
this over-ripe cantaloupe?  Easy to make, a big 
hit!”

In Over 550 recipes and tips are featured in Rochelle’s humorous and entertaining cookbook, NOT JUST A COOKBOOK.  It also features 
many “multi-ethnic” recipes that were adapted for the kosher cook.  Rochelle’s book examines food around the year by month. Her new 
DVD recipe organizer includes the book. What a GREAT gift!  Check out www.facebook.com/greatrecipeorganizer for information or call 
718-258-0415 for a Tupperware Full catalog.  Rochelle is available for cooking demo events for fundraisers, hotels, stores, as well as private 
Tupperware demonstrations. Call to �nd out about the current Freezer container Sale!

Watermelon Snow
1 cup watermelon, cut up, pitted
3 tablespoon sugar

Put in blender one cup at a time with 
sugar. Keep mixing until you have the de-
sired amount. Pour into Freezer Mates® 
Large or Medium 2 and place in freezer. Re-
move when edges are �rm. Put in blender 
again and blend until �u�y. Freeze in in-
dividual serving dishes (little wonders® or 
snack cups™). Remove from freezer about 
10 minutes before serving to have frothy 
consistency. Garnish with strawberries or 
whipped cream.

Cantaloupe Snow  Serves: 4
1 cup cantaloupe
2 tablespoon sugar
1 teaspoon lemon juice

Use same directions as Watermelon Snow.

“�is answers the question; What can I do with this over-ripe cantaloupe?  Easy 
to make, a big hit!”

Featured Product of the Month!
Tupperware Power Chef System

E�ortless pull-cord cover helps you process ultra-fast!
Blends, mixes, emulsi�es, and chops! Freezer container SALE!

Call Rochelle 718-258-0415 to �nd out details!!
FREE GIFTS to ALL Kallah orders over $250.00

SAVE $20
$69 value

NOW $49.00
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It feels better just to talk about it. That's why 
we're here. Our sta�  is made up of caring 

and sensitive individuals. Together, we 
can help you explore your options. We can 

refer you to recognized professionals for 
counseling, legal advice or help in � nding 

a safe environment. We can also put you in 
touch with some very special Rabbis. But in 

order for us to reach out to you, you must 
reach out to us.
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Chezky couldn’t help himself. � ough 
he’d told Mashi that it was no use hound-
ing Sol Steyman for information about 
his former partner, on the morning af-
ter Mashi’s visit to the Mandels he found 
himself varying from his usual routine. 
Bypassing his usual minyan, he drove an 
extra ten minutes to a shul situated around 
the corner from the Mandel home. Sol 
Steyman was an elderly man, and a sickly 
one. If he davened anywhere in the morn-
ings, this would probably be the place.

During Shacharis, Chezky forced him-
self to focus on nothing but Shacharis. � e 
minute it was over, however, he turned 
to eagerly scan the crowd of worshipers. 
Mashi had described both Mr. Mandel 
and Mr. Steyman. Chezky spotted some-
one near the front of the shul who � t her 
description of the former. He hurried over.

 “Excuse me … are you Heshy Mandel, 
by any chance?”

“Sorry, no.” � e man pointed at a � g-
ure by the door.

“He’s the one you want.”
“Thank you.” Discarding his usual 

digni� ed gait, Chezky practically sprinted 
a� er his quarry. “Mr. Mandel!” he called.

Shimon Mandel turned in the door-
way, one eyebrow li� ed in inquiry. He 
waited politely for Chezky to reach him. 
“Yes?”

“Chezky Margolis,” Chezky said 
breathlessly, extending his hand.

A� er a perceptible pause, Mr. Mandel 
shook it. “� e woman who came to us last 
night ….”

“My wife. Can I have a word with you, 
Mr. Mandel?”

� e two men stepped aside to let others 
pass them on their way out. “� ere’s noth-
ing to talk about,” Mandel said, � rmly 
though not unkindly. “My brother-in-law 
made that clear to your wife last night.”

“� is is important.”
“� at’s what she said. What could be so 

important? We’re talking � � y years ago!”
Chezky drew a breath. “Let me � ll you 

in ….”
In a few succinct sentences, he drew a 

picture for the older man: an overcrowd-
ed school building, the discovery of that 
building’s unusual legal status, the quest 
for the man who’d leased it to them half a 
century earlier. “� e lease is about to ex-
pire, Mr. Mandel. If we don’t track down 

Levinger, or his heirs, by the � rst of the 
year, we’ll have all sorts of legal problems 
on our hands that might make it impos-
sible to ever build that annex. We were 
hoping that your brother-in-law might 
have a clue as to Levinger’s whereabouts.”

 “� ey haven’t exactly been friends for 
a while,” Mandel said dryly.

“I know. But you’d be surprised how 
many people keep up with old cronies — 
and old enemies. If I could just talk to him 
….”

� ere was one dazzling, sunlit mo-
ment when Chezky really believed his 
wish might come true. � ere was a cer-
tain sympathy in Shimon Mandel’s eye. 
He looked like a man who was about to 
o� er his help, who would try to persuade 
his obstinate relative to at least agree to 
meet with him.

� en the sun went behind the clouds 
again. Mandel shook his head slowly, side 
to side. “I’m sorry, Mr. Margolis. I’d really 
like to help you out. But I know Sol. He’s 
had a hard life, and he blames it all on his 
old partner.”

“But they split up ages ago!”
“It le�  scars.” Mandel made himself 

more comfortable by leaning against a 
convenient pillar. “For a long time — 
a very long time — Sol was bitter. He 
thought he’d been given a raw deal by a 
man he trusted. A man he’d considered 
his best friend. A� er the business was dis-
solved, Sol dri� ed.

He went from one job to another, never 
very successful at anything. He married 
late. It didn’t take. Maybe he was too old 
to adapt to a wife, or maybe he was still 
too bitter. A� er the divorce, he was more 
alone than ever.”

“Still —”
“Finally, in later years, Sol’s luck 

seemed to turn. He got in on the bottom 
� oor of a small company that suddenly 
became big. You know the story: stock 
options instead of salary, with the options 
ballooning until he was sitting on a pretty 
pile. And then, just when you’d think Sol 
would be able to start enjoying life, he got 
sick.”

“I’m sorry to hear that, Mr. Mandel. 
But —”

Shimon Mandel was a hard man to 
interrupt. “Baruch Hashem, he’s in remis-
sion now. But he’s just a ghost of himself 

these days. He moved in with us because 
my wife and I are all the family he has. 
I’d be very surprised if he knows anything 
about where Levinger is today. And I’m 
not going to make him su� er any more 
than he already has, by pestering him 
about it.”

“Believe me, I’m willing to do all the 
necessary pestering,”

Chezky said with a wry smile.
Mandel smiled back, but there was no 

so� ening of his position. “I’m sorry,” he 
said again. “But I’m afraid you’re going 
to have to look somewhere else for your 
answers.”

And that, it seemed, was that.

“Mommy, it’s nice when you’re home,” 
Chavi Bergman said, leaning against her 
mother’s knee with earnestness shining 
from every pore of her nine-year-old face. 
“I’m not happy you got sick, but at least 
you’re home now!”

“I was almost always home a� er school 
hours even before I got the � u,” Shana 
pointed out.

“Not really.” Mordy, seven, had a 
memory like an elephant’s.

“You might have been home, but you 
weren’t really here. You were always busy 
with your work and your phone calls and 
stu� .”

Sarala, a year younger, nodded her 
a�  rmation of Mordy’s assessment and 
draped her small arms lovingly around 
her mother’s neck. “Read us a story, 
Mommy.” Four-year-old Shepsi eagerly 
seconded the idea.

But Shana wasn’t in the mood for sto-
ries. She wasn’t in the mood for anything 
but curling up with her back to everyone 
and feeling colossally sorry for herself. 
It took every ounce of her self-control to 
keep the corners of her mouth from turn-
ing sulky as her children clamored hap-
pily around her. Only Rina, her oldest, 
seemed to accurately gauge her mood. She 
was keeping her distance.

Despite their urgent pleas, Shana 
didn’t read her kids stories or play games 
with them, though she did watch them 
play, feigning an interest in their activi-
ties. � ey would just have to be satis� ed 
with what she was able to give them right 
now.

Even if it amounted to hardly more 
than a big, fat nothing. Yudi, like Rina, 
was a noticing kind of person. At � rst, he 
contented himself with merely observ-
ing his wife. Shana had never been a par-
ticularly good patient, being too used to 
running around getting things done to 
take well to mandatory idleness. But she 
wasn’t recovering as quickly as she should 
be. � e doctor had insisted on a prolonged 
period of rest and recuperation.

Every day, one of her committee ladies 
dutifully called with an update on prepa-
rations for the big luncheon. From her po-

sition — propped against the arm of the 
couch — Shana listened, occasionally of-
fered a bit of listless advice, and then hung 
up. Yudi, present during one such call, de-
cided to use it as an opening.

“Sounds like things are moving along 
nicely,” he commented.

“I suppose they are. I wouldn’t know ….”
“Sure you would! � ey call you all the 

time, Shana. � ey want to keep you in the 
loop.”

She turned her head away. “You just 
don’t understand.”

He planted himself in her � eld of vi-
sion. “Try me.”

“Yudi ….” She sounded even wearier 
than she looked.

 “I know you mean well, but this isn’t 
helping. Please stop trying to make me 
see the silver lining, when all I can see are 
clouds.”

“You have so much, Shana,” Yudi said, 
speaking as earnestly as young Chani had 
done earlier. “You’re the mother of a beau-
tiful family. You’ve got a husband who’d 
do anything for you. You’re head of the 
Ladies Auxiliary — temporarily indis-
posed, maybe, but full of ideas for the rest 
of the year. Why are you so determined to 
feel bad?”

To his chagrin, her eyes � lled with 
tears. “� e ladies h-hhate me,” she whis-
pered. “I can hear it in their v-voices.

� ey only c-call because they feel they 
h-h-have to!”

“Shana!”
“And the k-kids can’t stand me, ei-

ther ….”
“� is,” Yudi said, “is ridiculous. No-

body hates you, Shana. Least of all the 
kids! � ey adore you! As for the ladies — 
well, you haven’t exactly been gracious to 
them. If they seem a little distant, that’s all 
it is. Once you warm up to them, they’ll be 
� ne. You’ll see!”

He might as well have been talking 
to the wall. � e tears spilled down her 
cheeks for a long time, as she dissolved 
in deep, heaving sobs. When the sobs � -
nally diminished to shuddering hiccups, 
she refused to talk. She just lay back on 
the couch, staring up at the ceiling with 
eyes like a puppy’s that’s been locked out 
of his warm home, howling in the cold. At 
a complete loss, Yudi did the only thing 
he could think of. He went into another 
room and called his mother.

“Hi, Ma,” he said. “Listen, I’ve got a 
problem.”

“Yudi!” his mother said with delight. 
“How are you? And how is Shana feeling?”

“� at’s what I’m calling about, Ma. 
Shana is … out of control. She’s talking 
crazy, and she cries all the time.

Between worrying about her and try-
ing to keep the kids from guessing what 
she’s going through, I’m starting to feel as 
if I’m losing my mind, too!”

The Lost Legacy
BY LIBBY LAZEWNIK, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Chapter 32
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מזל טוב

Simcha           Section SIMCHAS AND CELEBRATIONS IN 
AND AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

NEW BABY BAR MITZVAH WEDDING
Your newborn’s very 
first Mitzvah… Feed a 
hungry baby in Israel 
in gratitude for the 
precious gift of a new 
life in your family. 

You contribute: 
$360 to feed an infant for 
his/her first year of life
$180 to feed a baby for 
six months
We will send you: 
A “Baby’s First Mitzvah” 
certificate acknowledging 
that this birth was the 
inspiration for a unique 
act of giving.

Your son’s Bar Mitzvah is 
on the horizon… Make 
tzedaka an integral part 
of his entry into adulthood 
by giving a boy in Israel 
his first pair of tefillin.

You contribute: 
$1,000 for tefillin and a 
small celebration
$500 to provide a pair of 
tefillin
We will send your son: 
His own “Mitzvah 
Memento,” a certificate 
in recognition that he has 
shared his special day 
with a boy in need.

“Host” a wedding in 
Israel on the same 
night as your own, 
giving another bride 
and groom a day of 
true celebration.  

You contribute: 
$1,000 for a wedding 
sponsorship
$2,600 for a wedding 
package
We will send you: 
A decorative 
certificate for your 
new home elegantly 
depicting the joy you 
brought to others.

YadEliezer
USA: 1102 E. 26th St Brooklyn, NY 11210, 718-258-1580 
CANADA: Canadian Friends of Yad Eliezer, 1 Forestwood Toronto, ON M5N 2V5
ISRAEL: POB 41074 Jerusalem 91410, 02-591-2200
www.YadEliezer.org

and make it last forever...and make it last forever...
Twin yourSimcha!

SIMCHAS
ENGAGEMENTS
Sarah Schwebel to Yankie Blobstein 

Sarah Frand to Akiva Katz

Elisheva Pilchick to Avrumi Rand

WEDDINGS
Rochel Leah Borenstein and Moshe 

Pollak

Gabi Danzig and Yoni Reisman

Yosef Gerecht and Rachel Israel

BIRTHS
Baby boy to Aliza and Naftali Breiner

The Flatbush Jewish Journal

Extends hearty Mazel Tov wishes

To our dear columnist and friends,

Leba & Rivie Schwebel
Upon the engagement 

of their daughter,

Sarah to Yankie Blobstein,
Son of Dr. & Mrs. Heshy Blobstein.

In the zchus of their devotion to Klal Yisroel,

May both mishpochos have much nachas

from this couple and their entire families.

With best wishes and admiration,

Mordy & Tzivie Mehlman,
Publishers, FJJ
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EMAIL YOUR 
QUESTIONS TO 
INFO@THEFJJ.COM

Ask the Flatbush

Shadchan
Mrs. Chana Rose
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FJJ Simcha Hall Directory
TO SUBMIT FREE LISTINGS FOR THIS DIRECTORY: EMAIL: INFO@THEFJJ.COM

FLATBUSH HALLS        Capacity Address Phone

Ahavas Torah 250 2961 Nostrand Avenue 718-339-9656

Adas Yeshurun Bais Moshe 120 3418 Avenue N 718-338-8303

Agudas Yisroel Bais Binyomin 300 2913 Avenue L 917-554-5640

Agudas Yisroel Snif Zichron Shmuel   85 2141 Coney Island Ave 917-754-8013

Agudas Yisroel of Madison 200 2122 Avenue S 718-375-8083

Ahi Ezer Yeshiva 270 2433 Ocean Parkway 718-648-6100

Avenue N Jewish Center 170 321 Avenue N 718-339-7747

Bais Eluzer Dfaltishan 150 1516 East 24th Street 718-252-6942

Beth Torah   600 1061 Ocean Parkway 718-252-9840

Bnei Binyomin 200 727Avenue O 347-372-2350

Bnei Yeshivos 180 2402 Avenue P 718-677-3248

Chaim Berlin Simcha Hall 350 911 East 13th Street 718-421-0615

Congregation Shaarei Rachamim 350 1244 East 7th Street 718-951-9444

Etz Chaim of Flatbush 160 1649 East 13th Street 718-339-4886

Gvul Yaabetz  1580 Coney Island Ave 718-375-4284

Har Halebanon 350 820 Avenue S 718-998-3538

Kamenitz Hall 300 1904 Avenue N  718-375-0900

Keser Yisroel Mordechai 120 2016 Avenue L 917-743-4444

Keter Torah 150 2220 Avenue L 718-506-6660

Khal Bnei Shlomo Zalman 200 1093 East 21st Street 917-952-7755

Khal Tomchei Torah 120 1966 Ocean Avenue 917.776.6260

Kingsway Jewish Center 300 2902 Kings Highway 718-258-3344

Kings Terrace 500 815 Kings Highway 917-747-6311

Kol Torah 190 2022 Avenue M ktsimchos@gmail.com

Kol Yaakov 1000 1703 McDonald Ave. 718-336-2200

Masores Hall  200 1395 Ocean Ave 718-692-2424

Merkaz HaSimcha 250 1898 Bay Ave  (off M) 718-339-3363

Merkaz Community Center 120 1739 Ocean Avenue 646-261-0196

Midrash Moshe Ben Maimon 350 59 Gravesend Neck Rd (McDonald/V) 718-336-2023

Oz Yoshir Hall  East 18th St (L & M) 718-677-1665

Parkway Paradise 475 1200 Ocean Parkway (Ave L) 718-252-9500

Prospect Park Yeshiva Cong. 400 1601 Avenue R 718-376-4400

Sasson V’Simcha 450 1223 Coney Island Av 718-758-9700

Sephardic Lebanese Cong. 400 805 Avenue T 718-627-5300

Shaarei Zion 1000 2030 Ocean Parkway 718-336-0300

Sisu V’Simchu 175 4127 18th Ave. 718-758-9700

Stretiner Hall 200 4609 Bay Parkway 718-258-9685

Talmud Torah of Flatbush 200 1305 Coney Island Ave 718-377-2528

Tiferes Chaya-Knesses Bais Avigdor 220 1720 Avenue J 917-843-9938

Toras Chaim D’Flatbush 200 2201 Avenue L 917-952-7755

Torah U’Tefilah  3304 Bedford Avenue 

Veretzky Hall   220 1102 Avenue L 718-252-7777

Yeshiva Bais Yosef   150 1502 Avenue N 347-383-6869

Yeshiva Chofetz Chaim/Tiferes Hall   500 1271 East 35th St 718-258-9006

Young Israel of Flatbush 75 1012 Avenue I  718-377-4400

Young Israel of Avenue J   200 1721 Avenue J 718-253-8130

Young Israel of Ave. K/Classic Catering 260 2818 Avenue K 718-692-3100

Young Israel of Midwood   250 1694 Ocean Avenue 718-258-2887

Zichron Mordechai  2645 Nostrand Ave 718-692-3231

CITYWIDE HALLS 
Ateres Avrohom 1200 75 Ross Street 718-302-3700

Ateres Chaya   800 1415 54th Street 718-871-8220

Ateres Chynka   800 129 Elmwood Ave 718-252-8480

Ateres Golda   500 1362 50th Street 718-972-1360

Burshteiner Hall 200 5610 12th Avenue 718-972-0627

Concord Plaza 1000 760 Bedford Ave 718-858-4277

Eden Palace 1000 420 Flushing Ave 718-522-0600

El Caribe   700 5945 Strickland Ave 718-531-1200

Manhattan Beach Jewish Center    800 60 West End Ave 718-891-8100

Marina Del Rey   900 1 Marina Drive, Bronx 718-627-6500

Paradise Manor   250 5802 New Utrecht Ave 718-438-3388

Razag Ballroom   600 739 East New York Ave 718-773-3300

Renaissance Ballroom and Caterers   400 5902 14th Ave 718-853-3030

Rose Castle 1000 380 Flushing Ave 718-797-5500

The Grand Prospect Hall 1200 263 Prospect Ave 718-788-0777

The Palace Ballroom   900 780 McDonald Ave 646-296-0936

Terrace on the Park 1000 52-11 111th Street 718-592-5000

Tiferes Mordechai 500 600 McDonald Ave 917-319-7830

Torah Veyirah   600 5411 Ft. Hamilton 718-871-8220

Simcha           Section SIMCHAS AND CELEBRATIONS IN 
AND AROUND OUR COMMUNITY

DOUBLE DATING AT 24
Dear Mrs. Rose,

Q: I am a 24 year old girl in shidduchim.  I got two yeses this week from two very 
good boys.  �ey are from di�erent parts of the country and di�erent yeshivos.  It’s 
been awhile since I have had a date and its very tempting for me to just say yes to both 
and go out. (I guess I feel that I’m being tested here, and do want to do the right thing) 
I’m afraid that if  I say yes to one and it doesn’t work out, I’ll lose the opportunity with 
the other.  How do you feel about double dating in this case?  Please remember, I’M 
NOT JUST OFF THE PLANE! 

Anxiously awaiting your reply,
Looking to Do it Right

Dear “Looking to Do it Right”,

A: I love your question!! I’ve been waiting to address this issue for awhile.  In my 
day, that is in the late 60’s and 70’s, going out with more than one boy at a time was 
the norm.  Clearly, it was only in starting a Shidduch.  �is was the “mehalach”. For 
boys as well.  I remember Ner Yisroel boys coming in for the weekend and going out 
with one girl �ursday night, one Friday a�ernoon, one Motzei Shabbos and two on 
Sunday.  �ey �gured it all out on the long way home. Somehow it worked and they 
did get married!  Even ten to twenty years ago, I myself would set up an out of town 
boy with more than one girl, and clearly an out of town girl with as many boys as I 
could. I don’t remember when the idea that an out of town girl comes in for only one 
boy started.  But should it not work, I get a frantic phone call, who else do you have?

Today, if you have a date scheduled for a week from now, you are considered busy.  
It could be over and “DOA” but you are busy!! Until the next one comes around can 
take a few weeks.  I think that this “mehalach” of doing shidduchim has slowed down 
the process.  Everything takes sooooooooooo long. I’m not sure how to answer you, 
because we have accepted this approach as the “Gold” standard and anything di�er-
ent would be seemingly unethical.  Somehow we have “rules” in shidduchim, as in all 
other areas. Who made these rules anyway??   I think certain factors should be taken 
into consideration such as age, family situations etc.  I think this topic should be 
explored further, perhaps privately, certainly with “Das Torah”. Maybe the Askanim 
that are busy trying to �gure out the “Shidduch Crisis” can look into double dating as 
an option to speed things up. Maybe our girls and also our boys will be able to get to 
their “bashert” a little quicker.  I invite the “klal” to comment and I’m open for discus-
sion.  In the meantime, pick one of the boys and may “bashert” come your way soon....

Chana Rose  
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At The Bris of Yerachmiel Yisroel Schon At The Kaufman - Neiman Wedding

Chaim Goldschmidt Making a SiyumAt The Wallerstein - Pirutinsky L’chaim

At The Salomon - Gold 
Wedding

Hachnosas Sefer Torah at  
Whispering Woods

Rabbi Aharonov with Bochurim from YTT in Queens meeting Rav Aharon Schechter & Rav Hillel Zaks Siyum by  
Tuli Abramczyk

Hanachos Te�lin of  
Aryeh Yissocher Scharf

Askonim with a clown on July 4thSiyum by Chaim Saks Photos Yaakov Drebin

Hachnosas Sefer Torah in Irvington Estates Photos: Shimon Gifter 

 At the Wassner - Epstein Wedding YZD Photos Siyum at Yeshiva Bais Binyomin in Stamford
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Parashat Mas’e opens by listing the 42 
stations where Be’ne Yisrael encamped 
during their 40 years of journeying from 
Egypt to the Land of Israel. In a section 
spanning fi� y verses, the Torah takes the 
trouble of recording each and every loca-
tion where Be’ne Yisrael encamped during 
this period. � e obvious question arises: 
Why would the Torah find it necessary to 
list these stations? Why is it important for 
us to know the names of the places where 
Be’ne Yisrael encamped?

Rashi explains that this list serves to 
demonstrate G-d’s kindness and sensitiv-
ity toward Be’ne Yisrael. In 40 years, they 
encamped in only 42 stations. In fact, dur-
ing 38 of the 40 years they encamped only 
20 times. G-d did not want to overburden 
Be’ne Yisrael and therefore allowed them 
to travel slowly and at infrequent inter-
vals. � eir schedule of travel thus express-
es G-d’s love for the Jewish people and the 
care and concern with which He guided 
them through the wilderness.

The Rambam suggested a different 
reason for this listing. Be’ne Yisrael’s exis-
tence during this period was a purely mi-
raculous one. By natural means, a nation 
cannot possible survive for an extended 
period in an area that has no natural wa-

ter source and no possibility of vegetation. 
G-d sustained the nation supernaturally, 
providing them with Manna each day and 
a miraculous well of water that accompa-
nied them throughout their travels. 

G-d anticipated, however, that skeptics 
may deny this miracle by claiming that 
Be’ne Yisrael traveled through inhabited 
areas where water and food were read-
ily available. He therefore commanded 
Moshe to record in detail all the areas 
where they traveled as documented proof 
of the fact that they journeyed through an 
uninhabitable region, and their survival 
could thus be attributed only to G-d’s mi-
raculous intervention.

We may, however, suggest a third ap-
proach. When Be’ne Yisrael le�  Egypt, 
they were far from the spiritual stature 
they would need to achieve before they 
could enter the Land of Israel. � ey had 
lived for over two centuries in the de-
based culture of ancient Egypt, and al-
though they succeeded in retaining their 
national identity, they were nevertheless 
influenced by the perversions of the sur-
rounding culture. � e

40 years of travel from Egypt to Israel 
served to prepare the nation spiritually 
for their entry into the Land. � e 42 sta-

tions listed in Parashat Mas’e represent 
42 stages of spiritual growth. � e events 
that transpired in each location served 
as a learning experience upon which the 
nation would build in the subsequent sta-
tion, such that they were constantly im-
proving and developing. Stage by stage, 
Be’ne Yisrael grew and elevated them-
selves until they were finally prepared to 
enter Erets Yisrael.

� e Torah thus recorded these loca-
tions to impress upon us the importance 
of gradual, incremental growth. A person 
cannot leap to the highest levels of piety 
overnight; spiritual growth entails a long, 
gradual process of small, incremental 
steps.

Every so o� en, I am approached by 
someone who had recently decided to 
become observant, and now expresses an 
interest in studying Kabala. I tell him that 
before studying Kabala, one must first 
master the entire Tanach, Talmud and 
Shulhan Aruch – which is itself a lifelong 
project. One cannot skip to the top step; 
he must ascend one step at a time. More 
o� en than not, those who try jumping to 
the highest levels of spirituality will suc-
ceed in maintaining these levels for only a 
brief period, a� er which they experience a 
“systems crash” and fall lower than where 
they had begun.

Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, the 
renowned Rabbi and psychiatrist who 
specializes in addiction treatment, has a 
sign in his office that reads, “� e elevator 
to recovery is out of order; please use the 
stairs.” � e same applies to religious ob-
servance: we must take the stairs, not the 
elevator. � e Torah does not demand that 
we live perfect religious lives, but only that 
we continuously grow, one step at a time, 
that at every stage we can look back at our 
conduct a year earlier and see how we have 
progressed. Just as Be’ne Yisrael required 
42  stations to prepare themselves for their 
entry into the Land, so must we constant-

ly move forward one step at a time as we 
strive toward spiritual perfection.

Q: Is it permissible to ask a 
non-Jew on Shabbat to bring 
something from one’s car?

Is it permissible on Shabbat to ask a 
non-Jew to bring an item that one had 
forgotten in his car? For example, if a 
person forgot his talit in the car, or if he 
purchased some food or drinks for Shab-
bat and forgot to bring them inside before 
Shabbat began, may he ask a non-Jew to 
bring the items inside for him? � e Jew, 
of course, may not open the car door or 
trunk. But may he ask a non-Jew to bring 
the items inside for him?

Rabbi Shemuel Pinhasi, in his work on 
Hilchot Shabbat, rules that in an area en-
closed by a proper eruv, it is permissible 
to ask a non-Jew to bring items from one’s 
car on Shabbat. In such a case, the Jew 
requests only that the non-Jew open the 
door; he does not request that the light be 
turned on. And although the light will in-
evitably be kindled as a result of the non-
Jew’s opening the door, the rule of pesik 
resha, which forbids performing an action 
on Shabbat that will inevitably result in a 
forbidden action, does not apply with re-
gard to non-Jews. � erefore, one may ask 
a non-Jew to open the car door even if 
this will result in the light being turned 
on. Rabbi Pinhasi notes that there is even 
greater room for leniency on Shabbat day, 
when the light is not even necessary to lo-
cate the item in the car.

It must be noted that one may not 
hand his car keys to the non-Jew on Shab-
bat. Car keys are deemed mukseh and may 
not be handled on Shabbat.

Rabbi Mansour: Parasha
A COMPENDIUM OF PRACTICAL HALACHOT 

& ILLUMINATING INSIGHTS FROM THE WEEKLY PARASHA

WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Parashat Mas’e
Gradual Growth
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The Newest Addition to our  
Prestigious Family of Classics from 
the Chafetz Chayim in Hebrew and English:

Available now  
at fine Judaica  
stores near you.

Order online at: www.chafetzchayim.org 

Email: mazalelul@chafetzchayim.org 
Call: Z. Berman Books at 718-871-5316

TOP ROW •                 
                  

            
BOTTOM ROW •                  

                   
       

SEFER TORAH OHR with 
SEFER TORAT HABAYIT
Sefer Torah Ohr emphasizes the importance 
of learning the Order of Korbanot (Seder  
Kadashim) as the single-most detailed topic of  
the Chumash which will herald the onset of  
Geulah, and the service of the Beit HaMikdash.  

Sefer Torat HaBayit is an instruction to learn 
Torah at every opportunity - even as one is at  
leisure in his home, and an appeal for a person  
to earn the best possible place for his soul in  
Olam Haba.

SEFER TORAH OHR with

NEW
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Aleppo- City of Scholars
A N  E X C L U S I V E  W E E K LY  E X C E R P T  F R O M  A R T S C R O L L / M E S O R A H

DWECK, R’ Shaul
 (19th century)
Worthy scholar of Aram Soba. He was 

the father of R’ Yaakob Dweck, the future 
Chief Rabbi and Av Bet Din (Chief Judge). 
R’ Shaul was an unusually humble and pi-
ous man, who was blessed with � ve schol-
arly sons: R’ Yitzhak, R’ Nissim, R’ Raphael, 
R’ Shabbetai, and R’ Yaakob. R’ Shaul and 
his wife Kamar recognized the special 
qualities of their youngest son Yaakob and 
spared no expense in getting him the best 
teachers, even while he was still very young. 
Kamar had an extensive knowledge of Tan-
ach and Gemara, which enabled her to give 
all of her children the best possible prepa-
ration for life.

DWECK, R’ Shehidyah
 (19th century)
Worthy scholar of Aram Soba. His 

name appears in the list of Aram Soba 
scholars receiving a weekly stipend from 
the special fund that had been set up for 
the support of worthy individuals who 
dedicate their lives to Torah study. 

DWECK, R’ Shemuel
 (— 1725)
Distinguished scholar and dayan 

(judge) of Aram Soba. In 1715 he signed a 
halachic (legal) ruling together with other 
rabbis of Aram Soba concerning the va-
lidity of Kabbalah and the writings of the 
Ari’zal. � e ruling was published in the 
book Dibrei Yosef of R’ Yosef Ergas. He is 
also mentioned there in reference to dis-
solving certain community agreements 
with which people were unable to comply.

He passed away in about 1725 in the 
town of Idleb, which is near Aram Soba. 
When news of his passing reached Aram 
Soba, he was eulogized by a number of ma-
jor rabbis, including his student R’ Shem-
uel Laniado, his brother-in-law R’ Shem-
uel Dweck, and his sister’s son R’ Shimon 
Dweck.

R’ Yehudah Kassin spoke of him with 
admiration in Minhat Yehudah, as did his 
nephew R’ Shimon in his own book.

DWECK, R’ Shemuel
 ( — 1732)
Worthy scholar of Aram Soba. It ap-

pears that he had four scholarly sons: R’ 
Shimon Dweck (author of Rei’ah Sadeh), R’ 
David, R’ Abraham, and R’ Menachem. He 
signed an approbation for Rei’ah Sadeh). It 
is believed that he passed away on 10 Av, 
5492 (1732).

DWECK, R’ Shemuel
 ( — 1868)
Distinguished scholar and dayan 

(judge) of Aram Soba. He was apparently 
the son of R’ Moshe Dweck. Up to the age 
of 40 he was engaged in business, with � xed 
times set aside for studying Torah. His pri-
mary time for studying was from midnight 

until dawn. However, once he reached 40, 
he gave up his business activities and devot-
ed himself completely to Torah. In this way 
he was able to develop his learning abilities 
and became one of the dayanim (judges) of 
Aram Soba. He joined with other rabbis of 
Aram Soba in 1852 in signing the appro-
bation on Kenesiyah Leshem Shamayim of 
R’ Menashe Sutton concerning sacri� ces to 
demons. 

He wrote commentaries on Tanach, on 
the Mishnah, as well as a book of respon-
sa, called Mishpatim Yesharim. He also 
wrote a book of hiddushim (original Torah 
thoughts), called Tenuvat HaSadeh. All of 
these books remain in manuscript form.

He passed away on 3 Tevet, 5628 (1868). 
At his passing he was eulogized by many 
great rabbis among whom was his son-in-
law R’ Moshe Cohen who was the Chief 
Rabbi of Aram Soba at the time.

DWECK, R’ Shemuel
 ( — 1900)
Worthy scholar and rabbi of Aram 

Soba. He was the son of R’ Shaul Dweck. 
He passed away on 26 Adar, 5660 (1900).

DWECK, R’ Shimon
 (17th-18th century)
Distinguished rabbinical authority of 

Aram Soba. He was the oldest son of R’ She-
muel Dweck. He wrote the important book 
Rei’ah Sadeh (Constantinople 5498/1738) 
which contains various responsa, com-
mentaries on the Rambam, and lectures on 
Bereshit. � is book is bound with the work 
Zeman HaGet — Shevet Ahim containing 
halachic (legal) rulings related to divorces, 
which was co-authored with his brother, R’ 
Menahem Dweck. 

Also, bound in the same volume is a 
commentary on the tractate Avodah Zarah, 
including dialogues with R’ Abraham Co-
hen and R’ Sadkah Houssin. In the year 
2004 it was reprinted by Machon HaKtav 
of R’ Ezra Basri and sponsored by R’ Shi-
mon’s descendants, Jack C. Azar, Irwin L. 
Azar, Nat Cheney, Morris Cheney Cohen 
and Irwin Shamah.

R’ Dweck engaged in a halachic dispute 
with R’ Shemuel Laniado. R’ Raphael Shelo-
mo Laniado (the son of R’ Shemuel) writes 
in his book Bet Dino shel Shelomo (on Orah 
Haim 14): “I have a response to the rabbi of 
Rei’ah Sadeh, who wrote opinions disput-
ing with our teacher, our holy rabbi, Shem-
uel Laniado, and I can answer his issues. 
However, I have written responses here to 
only three of them so as not to allow sel� sh 
motivations to in� uence my learning.”

Among the colleagues with whom he 
was close was R’ Sadkah Houssin. He cor-
responded extensively with other rabbis 
of his time, especially R’ Raphael Shelomo 
Laniado. In his book, R’ Shimon mentions 
with admiration R’ Yosef Abadi.

Flatbush        Focus
PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS BY AARON AKSELRUD

Aaron Akselrud is the owner of Akselrud Studio 718.338.6536 aakselrud@msn.com

“To Thank Or Not to Thank, That Is the Question” 
With apologies to the Bard of Avon

Many moons ago I had the opportu-
nity of working in a public school setting 
under a principal we shall call Mr. Gold-
berg. Mr. Goldberg was into a school run 
by committees, and I was placed on the 
hospitality committee. My main func-
tion was to arrange for the end term 
luncheon at the school. As was the case 
at the time, there were a few Orthodox 
Jewish teachers, many non-Orthodox 
Jewish teachers as well as black and His-
panic teachers; obviously we Orthodox 
teachers were in the minority.

In arranging the luncheon I ordered 
kosher food sealed and delivered and one 
of the other members of the committee 
ordered the non-kosher food. Since we 
were going to have a grand cake, I felt it 
necessary to order the cake from a ko-
sher bakery, Presser’s bakery. To make 
a long story short the teachers went for 
the kosher food rather than non-kosher, 
and everyone enjoyed the cake. A� er the 
dust had settled, I approached Mr. Gold-
berg and asked if he would write a let-
ter to Mr. Presser thanking him for the 
wonderful job he had done. Mr. Gold-
berg responded something to the e� ect 
of why should I thank him he was mere-
ly doing his job. And this, dear readers 
leads us to this week’s question, to thank 
or not to thank, to tip or not to tip. � e 
purpose of this week’s article is not to 
discuss tipping, that I leave to you; but I 
am raising the question of do you thank 
someone who was merely doing his job. 
Honestly speaking I can only see one 
side of the question that is namely, why 
not? It doesn’t cost anyone anything and 
it makes the recipient feel good.

Now you may ask, what does this 
have to do with photography? All of us 
self-employed studio photographers take 

pride in our work and we exert quite a 
bit of e� ort and energy into producing 
memorable works of photography. � e 
average wedding or bar mitzvah runs 
about 6+ hours and the photographer 
has put in a Herculean amount of time, 
e� ort and energy. And so at the end 
of the evening the photographer says, 
“good night” and the host or hostess 
merely responds good night.

Now comes pick up the work time. 
� e client picks up the proofs from the 
event and quite o� en takes them home, 
without even glancing at the work. I 
know in my heart that I have produced 
beautiful work, and the client was 
pleased with my e� orts. � e only way of 
knowing this is because I did not receive 
a phone call complaining about any as-
pect of the photography. Isn’t it sad that 
people don’t take the time to make a 
simple phone call thanking the photog-
rapher for his or her e� orts in producing 
the lovely work they now possess? Now 
you may argue, it’s not necessary a� er 
all, is exactly what the client expected. 
And here in lies the crux of the argu-
ment, namely, is the client obligated to 
call and say thank you? Obviously not, 
but a wonderful word of encouragement 
and thank you would go a long way; I 
know that from my photographic expe-
rience as well as my experience in work-
ing with preschool youngsters. Quite 
o� en I receive thank you notes from the 
parents which bring tears to my eyes, it 
is times like that that I could care less 
about the remuneration because I have 
contributed to the growth of a child.

I would love very much to hear from 
everyone out there regarding this mat-
ter; am I correct in my assertion or just 
forget about it and go on my merry way..
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MEAT

BURGERS PLUS .Vaad Harabonim of Flatbush

1878 East 4th Street    718-339-1055

CARLOS & GABBYS . Kehilah Kashrus

1376 Coney Island Ave    718-337-8226

CHAGALL BISTRO . OK         Park Slope

Corner 5th st & 5th Ave    718-832-9777

CRISP . Kehilah Kashrus

3004 Nostrand Avenue    718-758-4785

ESSEN NY DELI . Kehilah Kashrus

1359 Coney Island Ave    718-253-1002

ESTIHANA BROOKLYN.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush

1217 Avenue J    718-677-1515

FUJI HANA . Rabbi Gornish 
512 Avenue U    718-336-3888

FAMOUS PITA . Rabbi Gornish

935 Coney Island Ave    347-789-5353

GOURMET ON J.Kehilah Kashrus/ Vaad Flatbush

1412 Avenue J (E 15th)    718-338-9181

HOLY SCHNITZEL . Kehilah Kashrus

819 Avenue U    718-627-4659

JERUSALEM STEAK HOUSE Kehilah/ VaadFlatbush

1319 Avenue J    718-258-8899

JERUSALEM STEAK HOUSE . Vaad of Flatbush

1316 Ave M    718-376-0680

JOSEPH BAR . Kehilah Kashrus

1906 Coney Island Ave    718-998-3200

KOLD KUTS  . Kehilah Kashrus

3007 Ave K    718-677-1200

KOSHER DELIGHT . Vaad of Flatbush/ R' Beck

1223 Avenue J    7718-377-6873

MABAT STEAK HOUSE  . Rabbi Gornish

1809 East 7th Street    718-339-3300

MOSHI MOSHI  . Rabbi Gornish

1987 Coney Island Ave    718-627-4122

MR. NOSH  . Rabbi Yechiel Babad

3323 Avenue N    718-253-1400

NOSH EXPRESS  . Kehilah Kashrus

2817 Nostrand Avenue    718-677-3600

OLYMPIC PITA  . Kehilah Kashrus

1419 Coney Island Ave    718-258-6222

PITA OFF THE CORNER  . Rabbi Navaro

1675 E. 2nd    718-627-4122

SCHNITZI   . Rabbi Gornish

1299 Coney Island Ave    718-338-4015

SUBSATIONAL . Kehilah Kashrus

1928 Coney Island Ave    718-998-4545

T FUSION STEAKHOUSE  . Rabbi Gornish

3223 Quentin Road    718-998-0002

THE SUSHI ROOM . Kehilah Kashrus

462 Avenue P    718-787-4448

TOV U’MAITIV . Rabbi Shlomo Mendelson

2668 Nostrand Ave    718-258-7991

WOLF & LAMB STEAKHOUSE .OK

1635 Coney Island Ave    718-627-4676

YUMMY GRILL . Rabbi Navaro

543 Kings Highway    718-375-7557

YUN KEE / CHAP A NOSH . R' Reisman

1424 Elm Avenue    718-627-0072

DAIRY
AMAZON CAFÉ . OK

1123 Quentin Road    718-382-8360

AVENUE M BAGELS . Kehillah Kashrus

1712 Avenue M    718-336-5139

BACK TO NATURE. Vaad of Flatbush

535 Kings Highway    718-339-0273

BAGEL HOLE Kehilah Kashrus / Vaad of Flatbush

1431 Coney Island Ave    718-377-9700

BAGEL HOLE Kehilah Kashrus / Vaad of Flatbush

1423 Avenue J    718-258-4150

BAGELS & GREENS . R' Yechiel Babad

1379 Coney Island Ave    718-256-6656

BENNY’S PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish

1418 Avenue J    718-253-1894

BENNY’S PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish

1802 Avenue M    718-787-0050

BON APPETIT . Kehilah Kashrus

1568 Coney Island Ave    718-258-4888

CAFÉ HADAR  . Rabbi Gornish

2923 Ave N    718-252-5146

CAFE K . Star-K

1111 Avenue K    718-677-3033

CAFE RENAISSANCE  . Rabbi Gornish

802 Kings Highway    718-382-1900

CAFE VENEZIA  . Rabbi Gornish

1391 Coney Island Ave    718-258-5400

CHADASH PIZZA. Vaad of Flatbush

1919 Avenue M    718-253-4793

DAY 5 SUSHI . Kehilah Kashrus

1724 Coney Island Ave    718-701-4144

DIVINE PIZZA . Vaad of Flatbush

1999 McDonald Ave    347-554-8114

GARDEN OF EAT IN.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush

1416 Avenue J    718-252-5289

JERUSALEM II PIZZA  . Rabbi Gornish

1424 Avenue M    718-645-4753

JERUSALEM II PIZZA.Kehilah/ Vaad Flatbush

1312 Avenue J    718-338-8156

KAO SUSHI  . Rabbi Gornish

1320 East 19th Street    718-787-0080

KOSHER HUT . Kehilah Kashrus

709 Kings Highway    718-376-8996

MY FAVORITE BAGEL. Vaad of Flatbush

3053 Nostrand Ave    718-998-5933

ORIGINAL BROOKLYN BAGEL.Vaad Flatbush

2835 Nostrand Ave    718-253-5928

PERIZIA KOSHER PIZZA . Kehilah Kashrus

1626 East 16th St    718-513-4900

PIZZA NOSH. OK / Vaad of Flatbush

2807 Nostrand Ave    718-253-3200

PALACE CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus

2603 Nostrand Ave    718-338-9525

PIZZA TIME . Rabbi Dovid Beck

1324 Avenue J    718-252-8801

PIZZA WORLD CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus

1387 Coney Island Ave    718-758-3572

RAMI’S PIZZA . OK

3005 Avenue K

READY TO ROLL  . Rabbi Gornish

992 East 15th Street    718-676-9860

ROLLS SUSHI & SALAD . Kehilah Kashrus

2928 Avenue P    718-998-2026

SAVOR CAFE . Kehilah Kashrus

2925 Avenue P    718-338-1353

SLICES OF BROOKLYN  . Rabbi Gornish

549 Kings Highway    718-627-9668

SOPHIE’S BISTRO . Kehilah Kashrus

1904 Coney Island Ave    718-444-6222

SPOONS . Kehilah Kashrus

2923 Avenue J    718-377-7373

SUNFLOWER CAFE  . Rabbi Gornish

1223 Quentin Road    718-336-1340

SUSHI MESHUGAH . Kehilah Kashrus

1637 East 17th Street    718-676-9484

SUSHI TOKYO . Kehilah Kashrus

627 Kings Highway    718-434-2444

SUSHI TOKYO . Kehilah Kashrus

1360 Coney Island Ave    718-434-2444

TAAM MEVORACH CAFE  . Rabbi Gornish

815 Ave U    718-336-3368

TEA FOR TWO LITE  . Rabbi Gornish

2811 Nostrand Ave    718-758-2900

THE SUSHI SPOT  . Kehilah Kashrus

2462 Nostrand Ave    347-587-5100

Consumers are advised to confirm the hechsher.  The publisher does not accept responsibility for the kashrus of these establishments.

Flatbush             Restaurant Directory

Boro Park             Restaurant Directory
MEAT

BIG FLEISHIG’S EXPRESS .Rabbi Yechiel 
Babad

5508 16th Ave.    718-435-2779

CHINA GLATT .Rabbi Roth/Tatrikov Bais Din 

4413 13th Ave.    718-972-0133

DELI 52 .Rabbi Beger/Mishkoltz 
5120 13th Ave.    718-436-4830

EL GAUCHO GLATT .Rabbi Yechiel Babad

4102 18th Ave.    718-438-3006

GLATT-A-LA’CARTE .Rabbi Yechiel Babad

5123 18th Ave.    718-438-6675

SUBSATIONAL .RVAAD of BP/ Rabbi Babad

4011 13th Ave.  718-483-8797

THE LOFT STEAKHOUSE .Rabbi Babad/Tartikov

1306 40th Street     718-475-5600

VIP GRILL .Rabbi Beger/Mishkoltz

3715 13th Ave.     718-847-3000

DAIRY
BLUE DISH CAFÉ  . Rabbi Eckstein

4905 13th Ave.    718-437-1932

CAFÉ K  . Udavry/StarK

4110 18th Ave.    718-438-1859

CAFÉ PARIS  . Rabbi Gornish

4424 16th Ave.     718-853-2353

CAFÉ SHALVA .Rabbi Yechiel Babad

1305 53rd Street    718-851-1970

CORNER CAFÉ .Tatrikov Bais Din

2 Ditmas Ave.    718-435-2233

DAVINCI CONES
2215 65th Street    347-462-4415

GOBO’S
5425 New Urecht Ave.    718-854-6267

MILK ‘N HONEY  . Rabbi Eckstein

5013 10th Ave.    718-871-4319

NU CAFÉ 47  . Rabbi Gornish

4709 New Utrecht Ave.    718-871-4747

ORCHIDEA  . Rabbi Beck/ Rabbi Roth

4815 12th Ave.     718-686-7500

PERIZIA PIZZA  . Kehilla Kashrus

1626 E. 16th St.     718-513-4900

SPOONS  . Rabbi Roth

5001 13th Ave.    718-633-5555
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9 Days Parve Menu
Steamed Flounder with Chinese Vegetables

Vegetable Lo Mein
Stuffed Cabbage

Broiled Filet of Sole
Sesame Fish
Fish Poppers

Vegetable CutletVegetable Cutlet
Sweet and Pungent Fish

Salmon Cutlet
Fried Flounder

Vegetable Chow Mein
Tuna Fish Salad

and many more...
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1424 Elm Ave Brooklyn NY 11230
718.627.0072

Under The Strict Supervision of Rabbi Yaacov Reisman

s’’xc

Alumni Committee for Special Programs & Services

s’’ga, ct ojbn wc
TUESDAY, JULY 29, 8PM

YESHIVA TORAH VODAATH
MAIN BEIS MEDRASH

425 EAST NINTH ST • BROOKLYN NY

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 718-941-8000 • ADMIN@TORAHVODAATH.ORG

BUFFET SUPPER 7:00 PM • MINCHA 7:45 PM • MAARIV 9:45 PM

THIS EVENING IS DEDICATED TO THE
MEMORY OF OUR BELOVED PRESIDENT AND HIS WIFE
MR. & MRS. HENRY & MYRTLE HIRSCH v’’g

Horav Sholom
Kamenetsky t’’yhka
Rosh Yeshiva, Philadelphia Yeshiva

Horav Elya
Brudny t’’yhka
Rosh Yeshiva, Yeshivas Mir, Brooklyn

דברי התעוררות
בעניני תשעה באב

 kz"b r' tprho phak ci r' mch z"k

F O R  M E N  O N LY

s’’ga, ct ojbn wc

THIS TUESDAY!
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� e time of the three weeks is a time 
when we avoid many activities. Why do 
we refrain from such activities? What are 
included in these activities? Below we will 
discuss the halachos of the three weeks.

Introduction
We live in a world today where it is very 

hard to realize what we are missing by not 
having the Bais Hamikdosh. We have got-
ten too comfortable with our houses etc 
and are not really waiting for the day that 
Moshiach will come. � e Gemorah tells us 
one who mourns over the Bais Hamikdosh 
will merit seeing it rebuilt. � e Shulchan 
Aruch tells us that a G-D fearing person 
should worry about the churban Bais 
Hamikdosh every day of his life. 

Five tragic occurrences happened on 
Shiva Asar B’tamuz: 1. Moshe Rabbeinu 
broke the luchos when he came down from 
Har Sinai and saw the eigel 2. � e karbon 
tamid was no longer brought in the � rst 
Bais Hamikdosh. 3. � e destruction of the 
second Bais Hamikdosh started. 4. Apos-
tumos burnt the Torah 5. A tzelem was 
placed in the heichel. On Tisha B’av the 
following tragedies happened:

1. Klal Yisroel were told they were not 
going into Eretz Yisroel because they wept 
in vain a� er hearing the evil report of the 
meraglim.

2. � e � rst and second Bais Hamikdosh 
were destroyed.

3. Beitar, which was home to thousands 
of Jews, was captured by the Romans.

4. Turnisrupos surrounded the heichel.
Because of the above tragedies, the cus-

tom is to refrain from many activities dur-
ing the days between Shiva Asar B’tamuz 
and Tisha B’av, which are commonly 
known as “Ben Hametzarim.” 

Source
Based on the sources in the footnote 

below it would seem that the time for avei-
lus is either from Rosh Chodesh Av or dur-
ing the week of Tisha B’av. However, many 
poskim among them the Rama bring down 
that the time of aveilus starts from Shiva 
Asar B’tamuz.

Night Before or in the Morning
� ere is a discussion among the poskim 

if one has to refrain from the actions which 
are not done during the three weeks from 
the morning of Shiva Asar B’tamuz or even 
the night before? Most poskim say that one 
should refrain from doing these activities 
even from the night before, from tzeis. In 
a pressing situation one can be lenient (i.e. 
wedding on Motzei Shabbos). 

Some are of the opinion that during ben 
hashmoshes one can be lenient with the 
actions which are customarily refrained 
from during the three weeks (i.e. haircut).

� ere is a minority view that holds that 
some have the custom not to eat meat from 
Shiva Asar B’tamuz until a� er Tisha B’av, 

(except for Shabbos), but the custom is not 
like this. Some have the custom to fast 
each day from Shiva Asar B’tamuz until 
a� er Tisha B’av, but the custom is not like 
this, especially for one who teaches Torah 
and is concerned it will a� ect his learning.

Mourning Mid-day
Many poskim mention that a� er the 

mid-day point of every day during the 
three weeks one should take some time 
out to mourn over the destruction of the 
Bais Hamikdosh. Nonetheless, this should 
not be done on Erev Shabbos, Erev Rosh 
Chodesh Av, Rosh Chodesh and Erev Tisha 
B’av. 

Restricted Activities 
� ere are basically four main activities 

which are customarily restricted during 
the three weeks. 1. Joy, such as a wedding, 
dancing or music. 2. Haircuts. 3. Reciting a 
shehechiyanu. 4. Dangerous situations. We 
will now begin to discuss these activities 
in the order in which they appear in the 
Shulchan Aruch. 

Weddings
� e custom of Ashkenazim is to refrain 

from making weddings from the night of 
Shiva Asar B’tamuz until a� er Tisha B’av. 
� is is even if one has not ful� lled the 
mitzvah of having children (see above in 
regard to making a wedding the night of 
Shiva Asar B’tamuz). One is permitted to 
get engaged (vort) or write a tenayim dur-
ing the three weeks but only without a seu-
da or dancing). One is permitted to make 
a seuda for a bris milah or pidyon haben 
during the three weeks.

Some say that at a sheva berochos which 
takes during the three weeks, one may not 
have dancing or music. Others permit 
dancing but no music, and others permit 
both dancing and music.

Music
Just as dancing is not done during the 

three weeks, it is customary to refrain from 
listening to music as well.  � is applies to 
tapes, radios, CDs or DVDs. Some poskim 
are lenient and permit even live music at a 
seudas mitzvah.

One who wishes to listen to music while 
exercising or in a waiting room is permit-
ted to do so. One does not have to shut o�  a 
musical ringer on his cell phone during the 
three weeks. If one is driving and is scared 
of falling asleep, listening to music is per-
mitted. One is permitted to listen to music 
if he is su� ering from depression and the 
music will li�  his spirits.

Children below the age of chinuch are 
permitted to listen to music. � is applies 
to adults who are listening to the children’s 
music as well (i.e. while driving in the car). 
In addition, a teacher in a playgroup may 
play music for her students who are under 
the age of chinuch during the three weeks.

� ere is a discussion in the poskim if 
playing a musical instrument for one’s 
livelihood is permitted during the three 
weeks. � e consensus of the poskim is that 
doing so is permitted, although some say 
only until Rosh Chodesh Av. It is proper 
not to have music lessons during the three 
weeks.

Newest Fad
Many say singing without music is not 

permitted. � erefore, the newest fad to 
have music which simulates instrumental 
music (A capella) is not a viable loophole 
during the three weeks. Such singing de-
feats the whole purpose of the isssur be-
cause the musical experience is what is 
really ossur, which A capella singing pro-
vides in full. If there is singing without 
music then it may be permitted.

In addition, some say even if one sings 
into a CD without beats it is considered 
music and forbidden.

Singing
Singing with one’s mouth is permitted 

during the three weeks. Some say singing 
songs which brings joy should not be done.

According to some poskim listening to 
a CD of chazzanos without music is per-
mitted even if one � nds it enjoyable.

Haircuts 
� e custom of Ashkenazim is not to 

take haircuts from Shiva Asar B’tamuz 
until a� er Tisha B’av. � is applies to both 
men and women. � e reason for this is 
since one does not take a haircut so o� en, 
if we were allowed to take haircuts until 
Rosh Chodesh Av it would not be recogniz-
able that we let our hair grow a� er Rosh 
Chodesh, therefore, the custom is to refrain 
from haircuts for the entire three week pe-
riod. � is stands true even for the honor 
of Shabbos. One is permitted to comb his 
hair even if some hair may fall out.

Some say an Ashkenazi can give a Sefar-
di a haircut since the Sefardi is permitted 
to have a haircut until the week of Tisha 
B’av, but l’halacha one should not do so. 
Others say if a Sefardi (who is permitted to 
take a haircut until the week of Tisha B’av) 
wishes he can be stringent and not give 
haircuts to Ashkenazim, but according to 
the letter of the law doing so is permitted.

An adult may not give a child a haircut, 
since one should teach his children about 
the churban, however, if it is for the need of 
the child then doing so is permitted until 
the week of Tisha B’av. One should avoid 
performing an upsherin of a child during 
the three weeks.

� e haircut which is forbidden refers 
to the head and beard (shaving). If one’s 
mustache is getting long and in the way of 
eating, it may be shaven.

One who works in a place that if he 
does not shave or take a haircut he will lose 
his job, may shave or take a haircut dur-

ing the three weeks, except for the week of 
Tisha B’av.

A woman whose hair grows long 
enough that it starts coming out of her 
head covering may shave it. The same 
is true if the shaving is done for tznius 
reasons. Going for electrolysis is permit-
ted for a woman. A woman is permitted 
to tweeze her eyebrows during the three 
weeks. A sheitel which needs to be � xed or 
cut is permitted until Rosh Chodesh Av. A 
girl who is involved with dating can shave 
before she goes on a date.

Some say if one’s hair is so long that it is 
a chatzitzah for hilchos te� llin then one is 
permitted to take a haircut. It is permitted 
for the one who is making a bris (father of 
the child), the mohel, and sandek to shave 
for the bris, until the week of Tisha B ’av.A 
chosson during his sheva berochos is per-
mitted to shave since it is like a Yom Tov 
for him.

� e opinion of some poskim is to be le-
nient for a bar-mitzvah boy to take a hair-
cut if the bar-mitzvah is before the week 
that Tisha B’av falls out, but other say this 
should not be done, and this is the custom 
of many.

Cutting Nails
One is permitted to cut nails during the 

three weeks. A mohel is permitted to cut 
his nail in order to perform a bris more ef-
� ciently.

Reciting a Shehechiyanu and Buying 
New Items

It is a good practice to refrain from re-
citing a shehechiyanu on a fruit or garment 
during the three weeks (until the tenth of 
Av) (please note the below discussion only 
pertains to a fruit or garment that requires 
a shehechiyanu to be recited according to 
halacha. In addition this discussion is not 
referring to the nine days where the hala-
chos are more stringent). Some say the cus-
tom is only to refrain from a shehechiyanu 
from the nine days (see below) but not 
before. � e reason for the custom is since 
this time is a time of “unpleasant occur-
rences” it is not the time to say the beracha 
of shehechiyanu where we mention being 
brought to this time.

A woman who is expecting is allowed 
to eat a fruit even if she will have to make a 
shehechiyanu on it since if she wants a food 
and does not have it there can be a danger.

From the fact that one should not recite 
a shehechiyanu during these days, we learn 
that one should also not buy any clothing 
which would require him to recite a she-
hechiyanu.

Some say one who mistakenly recited a 
beracha rishona on a fruit which requires a 
shehechiyanu should recite a shehechiyanu 
on it before eating it.

The “Three Weeks”

CONT INUED ON PAGE 47

Halachically         Speaking RABBI MOSHE DOVID LEBOVITS
Reviewed by: 

Rabbi Ben-zion Schiffenbauer 
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According to the above, one would be 
permitted to buy a chashuv item during 
the three weeks as long as no shehechi-
yanu is recited on its purchase. Some still 
say that something which is “chashuv” 
should not be bought during this time. A 
sefer that one does not recite a shehechiya-
nu on (not chashuv, or according to those 
poskim that no shehechiyanu is recited on 
seforim) is permitted to be bought until 
Rosh Chodesh Av. Some say if avoiding 
the purchase of an item will cause a loss, 
one should just give a down payment for 
it and pay the rest a� er the three weeks, 
others are more lenient. Some say an item 
which one does not wear when he buys it 
(i.e. clothing which requires alternation) 
and he would recite a shehechiyanu when 
wearing it, would be permitted to buy dur-
ing the three weeks in order to wear it af-
ter Tisha B’av. A new garment which one 

bought before the three weeks and recited 
a shehechiyanu on it (according to those 
who say a shehechiyanu is not recited at 
the time of wearing but at the time of the 
purchase) at that time is permitted to wear 
it for the � rst time until Rosh Chodesh Av.

One is permitted to recite a shehechiya-
nu on a mitzvah such as a pidyon habenor 
bris. In addition, one is permitted to recite 
hatov v’hameitiv during the entire three 
weeks. For example, one is permitted to 
buy a car until Rosh Chodesh Av if it will 
be used for his family.

One who gives birth to a girl may recite 
a shehechiyanyu, even if the girl is born 
during the three weeks.

Some have the custom that one should 
refrain from moving into a new home dur-
ing the three weeks.

Gi� s
Some say one is permitted to give a gi�  

to someone during the entire three weeks 

if it is something which one does not recite 
a shehechiyanu on.

Avoiding Danger 
� e poskim mention of few actions to 

refrain from the entire three weeks period 
because of danger involved. We will begin 
to discuss them below.

During the three weeks a Rebbe should 
be careful not to hit his students, and a 
parent should not hit their child even with 
a strap, and even the slightest hit. Some 
say this is only referring to a hit in a place 
which can be danger to the child. � e time 
frame is from the beginning of the fourth 
hour until the end of the ninth hour of 
the day (in the summer it is approx. from 
11:00am – 2:00 pm), while others say it is a 
whole day. Some say there is no concern in 
a room which has a mezuzah.

One should be careful not to walk by 
himself outside of the city between the be-

ginning of the fourth hour until the end of 
the ninth hour of the day (in the summer 
it is approx. from 11:00am – 2:00 pm). In 
addition any place where people frequent 
it is permitted. One should not walk be-
tween the sun and the shade during the 
three weeks, but this is only for a long pe-
riod of time. � e whole concern is in the 
same place, but to walk from sun to shade 
is permitted. Some say one should be care-
ful not to sit or sleep in the shade of the 
sun during this time.

One should avoid having surgery dur-
ing the three weeks if pushing it o�  until 
a� er the three weeks is possible.

Swimming - � ree Weeks 
(not including nine days)

Some have the custom to refrain from 
swimming during the three weeks. How-
ever, the custom is to go swimming until 
Rosh Chodesh Av. Nonetheless, one should 
avoid swimming in dangerous places.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 46

Rabbi Moshe Boylan

Shiva Asar Be’Tamuz is the beginning 
of Bein HaMetzarim, which is commonly 
known as the “� ree Weeks”. 

What exactly happened on this day 
and what can we learn from these hap-
penings and their results with regards to 
how we should conduct ourselves in our 
lives? 

Chazal say that a number of things oc-
curred on Shiva Asar Be’Tamuz. In this 
Shmuess we will concentrate on two of 
them: � e “Cheit HaEgel” (the sin of the 
golden calf) and the breaching of the wall 
of Yerushalayim, which ultimately led to 
the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash on 
Tisha Be’Av. 

What can we learn from the Chet HaE-
gel and what was the connection between 
this Aveirah and the Churban of the Beis 
HaMikdash? 

Let us begin with the reaction of Moshe 
Rabbeinu to the Chet HaEgel. Hashem 
told Moshe Rabbeinu that the Yidden had 
worshipped Avodah Zarah and there-
fore he must go down from Shomayim. 
At this time he did not throw down the 
Luchos. However, when he came close to 
the Machane and saw the Egel and the 
Yidden dancing around it he threw the 
Luchos down. 

What changed Moshe Rabbeinu’s re-
action when he actually saw the Aveirah? 
Didn’t he believe what Hashem told him 
without seeing it? A possible answer could 
be that even though he heard about this 
aveirah, it did not make such a “roshem” 
(impact) until he actually saw it. � is may 
be related to the statement of Chazal that 
it is not comparable hearing to seeing (i.e. 
that seeing has more of an impact). 

We see however from the words of 
Rashi that this is not the correct Peshat. 
Rashi said that Moshe Rabbeinu de-

stroyed the Luchos because he made a Kal 
VaChomer; if the Korbon Pesach is one 
Mitzvah and someone who is enstranged 
to Hashem (Ben Naichar) cannot eat from 
it, then the entire Torah can de� nitely 
not be given to the Yidden when they are 
Mumarim (individuals who rebel against 
the Torah). We see that Moshe Rabbeinu 
didn’t throw the Luchos due to an emo-
tional response to seeing the Chet HaEgel, 
but rather he threw them due to a rational 
understanding of what must be done in 
such a situation. 

If this is true, then our question comes 
back. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu wait to 
throw the Luchos until he actually saw 
the Chet, and not throw them immedi-
ately when he heard about the Chet up in 
Shamayim? 

� e Rosh Yeshiva explained that the 
Yidden were on a very high level when 
they accepted the Torah. � ey saw Kolos 
and Berakim and heard the Shofar, and 
understood the greatness of the Torah. 
Now, shortly a� er this great Maamad, 
Moshe Rabbeinu hears that the Yidden 
le�  the Torah and worshipped Avodah 
Zarah. His immediate response was that 
since a human being is a Basar VeDam 
with Taavos (desires) and a Yetzer Hora, it 
is understandable that even a� er Kabba-
las HaTorah they could fall the power of a 
great Yetzer Hora. It must be that the Egel 
had great Kochos (powers) of Tumah (im-
purity) and therefore the Yidden thought 
that through the Egel they could conquer 
half the world and accomplish Techiyas 
HaMaysim etc. While such an aveirah is 
certainly terrible, it is understandable, 
and therefore the Yidden could still ac-
cept the Torah without the destruction of 
the Luchos. However, when Moshe Rab-
beinu saw the Egel and it’s weakness and 
lowliness, he couldn’t understand how 
Klal Yisroel could forego the Maalah of 

Kabbalas HaTorah due to an insigni� -
cant thing like the Egel. Additionally, it 
was a terrible Kitrug (Spiritual Accusa-
tion) on the Yidden that they actually 
danced around the Egel instead of at 
least feeling embarrassed that they had 
fallen into aveiros due to their Taavos 
(desires). � is cause Moshe Rabbeinu to 
get very upset, and to feel that the Yid-
den really deserved to be considered as 
Mumarim who weren’t allowed to re-
ceive the Torah, and therefore at that 
time he threw down the Luchos. 

We must remember the Limud (les-
son) of the Chet HaEgel and not divert 
our minds from it. We see that a person 
can be on a lo� y level of Ruchnius and 
descend from it in a quick time, Chas Ve-
Shalom. 

A person thinks to himself that he has 
learned Torah so many years and under-
stands that all else is considered worth-
less. � erefore he thinks that he is guaran-
teed to maintain this understanding and 
Madreigah (level). We see from the Chet 
HaEgel, that in a small amount of time, 
due to a weakness, he could leave Torah 
and become a Mumar, Chas VeShalom. 

We learn from this how one needs to 
learn Mussar and strengthen himself so 
that he will maintain his level of Ruchnius 
he has attained through his learning. If 
the “Dor Deah” fell a� er Kabbalas HaTo-
rah to worshipping Avodah Zarah, then 
even people who have learned Torah must 
realize that they are prone to falling into 
severe Aveiros, Chas VeShalom, unless 
they constantly strengthen themselves. 

With this understanding we can ap-
preciate the connection between the 
Chet HaEgel and the Churban of the Bais 
HaMikdash. � e Yidden a� er Kabbalas 
HaTorah were on a very high level, but 
still fell to Aveiros due to not strength-
ening themselves properly (according to 

their Madreigah). Similarly, the Yidden in 
the times of the Bais HaMikdash were on 
a high level, experiencing many Nissim 
every day, but due to not strengthening 
themselves properly (according to their 
Madreigah) they fell into Aveiros, until 
they deserved the destruction of the Bais 
HaMikdash. 

� e Rosh Yeshiva in his own life rep-
resented Hischazkus against the Yetzer 
Hora. Rav Malkiel  Kotler Shlita, said he 
heard that the Rosh Yeshiva said on him-
self that he had to hold strongly onto the 
“Shtender” and not to let go Chalilah, 
as he had to withstand many Nisyaonos 
which the Yetzer Hora put in his path 
of being a Ben Torah (and ultimately a 
Talmid Chochom). 

The gematria of “Chizuk Keneged 
Yetzer Hora” is equal to Yerushalayim 
Ir Hay (standing for HaKodesh) with 
two Kollelim. In the Zechus of standing 
strongly against the Yetzer Hora, may we 
be zoche to the rebuilding of Yerushalay-
im and the Bais HaMikdash, Amen.

Sources include “BeKorei Shemo” (Parshas Ki 
Sisa) and “Karu Alav Doro”.

Thoughts On Shiva Asar Be’Tamuz
Based Upon A Shmues of Moreinu HaRav Shmuel Berenbaum zt"l
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Hundreds Gain Inspiration from Flatbush Shiva Asar B’Tamuz Kinus
Daniel Keren

For almost 30 years, Torah Connec-
tions, a Flatbush-based organization di-
rected by Dr. Aaron Mandel has orches-
trated special Kinus programs for the fast 
day of Shiva Asar B’Tammuz that begins 
Klal Yisroel’s �ree Weeks of Mourning 
over the destruction of the Bais Hamik-
dash in Yerushalayim.

Hundreds Gain Inspiration and 
Hope for the End of the Galus

�is past Tuesday night, hundreds of 
men and women packed Merkaz HaSim-
cha shul in Flatbush to gain inspiration 
and hope from a special Kinus that fea-
tured the world renowned Rabbi Paysach 
Krohn and Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser who 
both o�ered unique suggestions on how 
to make the �ree Weeks more meaning-
ful; and now our sincere prayers can be 
transformed into the ultimate celebration 
of the coming of Moshiach and the end of 
our bitter and long galus.

Rabbi Krohn, noted Mohel, author of 
the ArtScroll Maggid series, and popular 
lecturer began by noting that “We have 
come together tonight when everyone in 
Klal Yisroel is worried about what the next 
news report will bring.” 

Lives Shaken by the Fear of Missiles 
Launched by Terrorists

Even while we are in the Shloshim for 
the three martyred teenage yeshiva stu-
dents from Eretz Yisroel, our attention has 
been diverted from that terrible tragedy 
to our concern for the many in Ashdod, 
Ashkelon and now Yerushalayim and Tel 
Aviv [and other communities] whose lives 
are shaken with fear of the hundreds of 
missiles being launched by our ruthless 
enemies against us in civilian areas

Rabbi Krohn referred to a very frighten-
ing pasuk in the Tochocha. If there is a very 
terrible episode that happens to the Jewish 
nation (i.e. the kidnapping and murder of 
the three Israeli yeshiva students or the 
launching by terrorists in Gaza of missiles 
against Jewish communities in Eretz Yis-
roel), and we develop a casual attitude that 
such bad things are unfortunately normal 
in life, then Hashem will punish us for such 
an attitude by dealing with us in a similarly 
casual manner.

Quoting the Ohr Hachayim Ha-
kodesh

He quoted the Ohr Hachayim Ha-
kodesh whose yarhtzeit was this past 
Sunday as teaching that in the past when 
something bad happened, one could re-
�ect that maybe it was a mida kenegged 
mida from something he or she had done 
which was wrong.

Once Rabbi Krohn asked Rabbi Yaa-
kov Kamenetzky why does someone suf-
fer from a terrible stomach ache? And the 
Gadol’s response was that perhaps such an 
individual should take extra care with re-
gards to kashrus and make sure that all of 
the food that he is eating is really kosher. 

Everyone Should Look for Way to 
Come Closer to Hashem

Today we are not on the level of the Navi-
im of old. And we can only conjecture what 
might be the cause of our problems. Rabbi 
Krohn noted that his suggestions were just 
his ideas. But each and everyone of us could 
look for ways to improve in some mitzvah 
that will bring us closer to Hashem.

Rabbi Krohn began by noting that 
something we can all improve upon is 
how we dispense tzedakah, for we should 
be inspired by the pasuk that declares Tze-
dakah saves one from death. What kind of 
tzedakah should we give?

�e Kapischnitzer Rebbe, Zt”l
�e Kapischnitzer Rebbe, zt”l, came 

to America before the Second World War 
and eventually established a beis medrash 
in Boro Park where many Yidden were at-
tracted because of his inspiring Avodas 
Hashem. One time, accompanied by his 
shamash, the Rebbe made a special trip 
to the Diamond District in Manhattan to 
visit the owner of a large jewelry business. 
It just so happened that the owner was 
one of his Chassidim and when his secre-
tary informed him that the Kapischnitzer 
Rebbe was waiting to see him, he quickly 
le� his o�ce to discover how he could be 
of service to the tzaddik.

Shaken by the Unexpected Visit
He asked the Rebbe, “Oy! Why did 

you have to trouble yourself to come all 
the way to my o�ce? You could have sim-
ply come to me in shul this morning a�er 
davening!”

The Kapischnitzer Rebbe explained 
that since he needed the favor, it was 
derech eretz for him to go to the makom of 
the person’s whose assistance he desired. 
�e diamond dealer begged, “Just tell me 
Rebbe what I can do for you?”

�e Rebbe explained that he was com-
ing on behalf of a poor Jew whose health 
prevented him from working. �e man’s 
wife was trying to hold down two jobs 
and still couldn’t manage to buy food or 
clothes or other necessities for the family 
which included many children. �erefore, 
he was coming to request a large sum of 
money for this family.

�e Diamond Dealer Almost Feints
�e chassid pleaded with the Rebbe 

to tell him how much money to give. �e 
Rebbe answered, “�at I can’t do. It has 
to come from you, but the family needs a 
lot of money. Please write out the check to 
your brother.” �e diamond dealer almost 
feinted.

Rabbi Krohn said that all too o�en 
we forget about our own close family and 
friends. We give large amounts of money 
to impressive mosdos because they give 
prestigious awards. While it is de�nitely 
important to support such institutions, we 
must �rst give precedence and not forget 
our own family. And in this merit we will 
be deserving of Hashem’s fatherly mercy 
towards us for He wants us to care about 
His children, especially those whom we 
are closely related to.

We Must Believe that Moshiach Can 
Come Today

Rabbi Krohn said that it is not enough 
to believe that Moshiach can come at the 
end of times. We have to believe that he 
can come today, at anytime, while you 
are on the George Washington Bridge or 
while you are out shopping for challahs 
for Shabbos.

Even if you think that we have a gesh-
mak galus, you still have to make a major 
e�ort to long for the yeshua and for this 
Rabbi Krohn suggested that one try to 
have extra kavanah when davening the 
blessing of Es Tzemach Dovid in the Sh-
emonah Esrai.

Completing the Shiva Asar B’Tammuz 
Kinus was the internationally popular 
Maggid Shiur and author – Rabbi Dovid 
Goldwasser, Rav of K’hal Bnei Yitzchok 
in Flatbush.

“Are We Ready for the Geulah?”
Rabbi Goldwasser asked “Are we ready 

for the Geulah?” During these �ree Weeks, 
we try to focus attention on desiring that 
G-d send us the Redemption. But what hap-
pens? We forget! We get involved in our own 
activities and lose sight of the fact that at any 
moment Moshiach can come and the Bais 
Hamikdash will be rebuilt.

He explained that there are two rea-
sons for this lax attitude. �e �rst is that 
none of us today have ever experienced 
the bene�ts of the Bais Hamikdash or seen 
the Moshiach. We are like captives who 
were born in prison. For galus is a prison.

One Might Erroneously �ink His 
Life is Perfect

True a prisoner can have a comfort-
able bed and be given delicious food and 
provided with cable television. And if he 
is never released from prison, one might 
erroneously think that his life is perfect. 
And in our own galus here in America we 
are prisoners who think that we have the 
best of life because we can go on luxurious 
vacations and enjoy the Yankees or the 
Mets or the Nets or the Jets or the Giants.

But if we could ever truly experience a 
Bais Hamikdash, we would quickly realize 
just how unimportant and empty all our 
pleasures in the seemingly beautiful galus 
really are. We have to make an e�ort to 
understand how important and vital the 
Bais Hamikdash is and how greater our 

lives would be if we would merit to have 
Hashem’s holy sanctuary rebuilt.

Freeing Ourselves from Debilitating 
In�uences

Among the diversions that take us 
away from appreciating the value of com-
ing closer to Hashem with the coming of 
Moshiach and the restoration of the Bais 
Hamikdash are such non-frum activities 
as getting lost in the Internet or enjoying 
music. Most of the Jewish music that is 
played at simchas today, Rabbi Goldwas-
ser said are taken from the lowest cultures 
around us. We have to make a concerted 
e�ort to free ourselves from these debili-
tating in�uences and we will then be able 
to develop a truer desire for the geulah.

Special Upcoming Tisha B’Av Pro-
gram at Yeshiva of Brooklyn

Torah Connections which organized 
this past Tuesday’s Shiva Asar B’Tammuz 
Kinus will be organizing a major inspira-
tional program in Flatbush for Tisha B’Av 
at the Yeshiva of Brooklyn’s Boys School 
on the corner of Ocean Parkway and Av-
enue L on Monday night, August 4th and 
all day Tuesday, August 5th.

Rabbi Chaim Walkin, Rabbi Tzvi Mor-
dechai Feldheim, Rabbi Dovid Schwartz, 
Rabbi Noach Orlowek, Rabbi Yosef Vie-
ner, Rabbi Yaakov Bleich, Rabbi Moshe 
Tuvia Lie�, Rabbi Shmuel Dishon, Rabbi 
Ahron Levitansky, Rabbi Shmuel Yaakov 
Klein and Rabbi Fischel Schachter will all 
speak words of Divrei Chizuk. Both men 
and women are invited. Admission is $12 
a person or $35 per family. For more de-
tails, please call (718) 998-5822 or email 
torahconnections@yahoo.com
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OHEL Bais Ezra Hosts 2nd Annual 
Appreciation BBQ
OHEL’s Special Projects Division Hosts Annual Thank You BBQ 
for its Hard Working Staff & Volunteers

�e Special Projects Department of 
OHEL Bais Ezra held its 2nd annual sta� 
appreciation BBQ. Many of the pro-
grams that OHEL Bais Ezra’s Special 
Projects department runs rely on sta� 
and volunteers to help make the pro-
grams as successful as they are. Over the 
course of the year, many sta� members 
have volunteered their time and energy 
to spend it with the children of OHEL 
Bais Ezra, and participate in the nu-
merous events that the Special Projects 
department organizes. 

�e sta�, ages 16 and up, come from 
all over the New York and New Jersey 

areas. �is BBQ was a way for OHEL to 
thank them for all of their hard work. 
“To have a student in high school give 
up their free time to spend it with a child 
with special needs really says a lot about 
an individual” Said Kuti Roberg, Senior 
Manager of Special Projects. “�is BBQ 
allows us to show our appreciation to 
the sta� for all that they do”. �e BBQ, 

hosted by Miri and Kuti Roberg of Ce-
darhurst, was co-sponsored by Gourmet 
Glatt of Cedarhurst.

As the school year is ending, the Spe-
cial Projects division is gearing up for 
their one week End of Summer program, 
which takes place at the end of August. 
�e one week program takes 50 boys 
and 70 girls ages 5-21, with various levels 

of disabilities, to upstate NY 
on two di�erent campuses; 
the boys will be in OHEL’s 
Camp Kaylie and the girls 
will be in Camp Nageela.

�e End of Summer Pro-
gram requires over 200 sta� members 
to make it an unforgettable experience 
for the children. For more information 
about OHEL Bais Ezra’s Special Projects 
department and their upcoming End of 
Summer program, or to �nd out how 
to become a volunteer or sta� member 
yourself, please call 718-686-3475 or 
email camps@ohelfamily.org.

OHEL Bais Ezra Makes it Easier  
to “Access” Services 

Last week, an informational evening 
was hosted by a focus group of devoted 
parents and professionals to discuss the 
needs of, and services available to, Families 
of children with developmental disabilities 
or delays. �e informational session took 
place in Long Island, and the discussions 
were centered around the resources that 
OHEL and others can provide, such as 
support groups, respite programs, hous-
ing and day programs, as well as other re-
sources available to parents.

�ere were families who were new to 
OHEL Bais Ezra services and learning to 
navigate the maze of services, as well as 
families with older children looking for 
transitioning of services, such as aging out 
of the school system and seeking employ-
ment and housing.

Speakers included David Mandel, CEO 
of OHEL, as well as Marc Katz, Director of 

Access at OHEL Bais Ezra. Batsheva Bo-
renstein from �e Friendship Circle, and 
Amy Eisenberg from Kulanu both spoke 
as well. A�er the speakers presented, there 
was an open discussion for families to fur-
ther inquire about guidance and direction 
to secure such vital services.

“It was an amazing night of commu-
nity education and outreach” said Marc 
Katz, Director of Access at OHEL Bais 
Ezra. He continued “�ese services are 
lifelines to those in need, which further 
strengthens and maintains the family 
unit.” 

For more information about OHEL 
Bais Ezra and their many services which 
you can benefit from, please contact 
OHEL Access today: Always on Call 1800-
603-OHEL, Live Help Online www.ohel-
family.org Con�dential Response access@
ohelfamily.org

Fried Silver, a Sterling Establishment 
in Every Way

�inking about selling or trading in 
your unwanted silver and gold -- but un-
sure about the timing? 

“It’s impossible to predict when and 
if silver and gold will drop or increase 
in price,” says Bumi Fried, proprietor of 
Fried Silver in Cedarhurst, New York.  
“So if you have reason to sell your sil-
ver or jewelry, it makes sense to just go 
ahead and do it.”

 �e important thing, he stresses, is 
to choose a trustworthy dealer with a 
reputation for always paying top dollar 
and o�ering full value on trade-ins.  

In the relatively short time Fried 
Silver has been in business—the store, 
which draws customers from the Five 
Towns and throughout New York City,  
opened in 2013 -- the establishment has, 
indeed, built a reputation for impec-
cable integrity and reliability. “In real 
estate, the mantra is location, location, 
location; in the precious metal trade, it’s 
honesty, honesty, honesty,” says Bumi. 

�e store has also been earning acco-
lades for its incredibly well-priced selec-
tion of beautiful sterling silver and jew-
elry pieces. “All of my inventory comes 
from private sellers, never wholesalers. 
So it’s a good bet that anyone looking for 
something unusual to add to their col-
lection will �nd it here.

“And because I’d rather sell quickly 
than hold on to merchandise inde�nite-

ly, as most retail vendors will do, they 
know they’ll get a great price too.” 

�e di�erences between Fried Silver 
and a typical retailer don’t end there. 

“In general, a retail store will base 
the payment for pre-owned silver or 
jewelry on weight only,” Bumi observes.  
“But I always take the workmanship of 
a particular piece into account as well.  
And since most of what I buy is in per-
fect condition, customers know they’re 
getting huge discounts on items that are 
actually worth a lot more.” 

In a way, says Bumi, it’s like being a 
shadchan. 

“I keep lists of speci�c pieces clients 
are looking for – a six branch leichter, an 
Italian becher, an eternity band, a top-
of- the-line watch, anything with �li-
gree … and so on.  When something on 
a client’s wish list comes in, I pick up the 
phone and let them know.”   

People o�en decide to sell or trade 
in their silver during a Yom Tov season, 
Bumi points out. “So anyone search-
ing for that perfect new piece has a very 
good chance of �nding it during the 
coming weeks.”

Clients are seen by appointment only. 
At home appointments, as well as early 
morning and evening appointments are 
available. 

Five Towns                 News NEWS AND EVENTS IN &  ABOUT 
NEW YORK & ITS PEOPLE
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Pathways of the Prophets
RABBI YISROEL REISMAN, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Resolving the Problem 

�e following is excerpted from Rabbi 
Reisman’s sefer obviously written for the 
year 5768.

All our calendars place this year as 5768. 
�e calendars also agree that this is a Sh-
emittah year. �is means that we are now 
1938 years a�er the Churban (or 1938 years 
a�er the last pre-Churbam Shemittah). Our 
calendars, therefore, assume that the Chur-
ban took place in the year 3830 (5768 minus 
1938 = 3830). We are following the custom 
of the communities of Western Europe 
(quoted by Maharalbach), who calculated 
the calendar based on Cheshbon Tohu. As 
we have seen, this calculation places the 
Churban Bayis Sheini at 3830.

In short: �is year (whichever it is) is 
indeed the Shemittah year. However, it is 
not clear that this is truly 5768! Most Ris-
honim seem to concur with the calculation 
of Cheshbon Adam. According to them, this 
is actually 5767.

5767 OR 5768? 
Does it really matter if this year is 5767 

or 5768? If we would agree that we are pres-
ently 1938 years a�er the Churban, does the 
labeling of the year have any halachic sig-
ni�cance?

Maharalbach (in the response cited 
above) suggests that there is no halachic 
di�erence how a year is labeled. It is for this 
reason that he tolerates the di�erent prac-
tices of his day, as the eastern communities 
counted from Cheshbon Adam, while the 
western communities counted according to 
Cheshbon Tohu. It would be interesting to 
know how the di�erence in the calendars 
was ever worked out.

If European communities had di�erent 
customs in the early 16th century, what hap-
pened a�er that time that caused all Jews to 
agree to count by Cheshbon Tohu?

In a letter printed in Avkas Rochel (and 
quoted by Birkei Yosef in Y.D. 330:137), Rav 
Yosef Karo alludes to the confusion sur-
rounding the precise timing of Shemittah. 
He mentions a speci�c agreement of “all of 
the scholars, some forty or ��y years ago” 
to set halachic policy by de�ning a precise 
Shemittah calculation, and urges that that 
policy be honored. One may theorize that 
such an assembly would also have set policy 
regarding the proper calendar designation 
of the year.

DATING A KESUBAH 
When a couple is married, the husband 

gives his wife a kesubah, a contract, which 
must be dated accurately. Although a post-
dated kesubah is valid, it takes e�ect only 
from the date inscribed on the kesubah. 
�e day, month, and year must therefore be 
�lled in properly.

�e standard form of the kesubah con-
tains the following language:

“On the ___ day of the ___ month in 
the year ___ according to the count that we 
calculate here in the city of ___, etc.” �is 
language is puzzling. It would seem simple 
enough to �ll in a date. Why add the expla-
nation, “according to the count that we cal-
culate here ….”?

It is almost as if we are acknowledging 
that our calculations may be incorrect!

And indeed they may be. As we have 
seen, many Rishonim would not agree that 
this is the year 5768. We therefore play it 

safe in our kesubos and state clearly that 
the contract is meant to take e�ect in 5768 
“according to the count that we calculate 
here.” �is would make the kesubah valid 
according to all opinions, since the date, as 
described, is unquestionably accurate.

�e Gemara has an expression, Teiku, 
which is an acronym for “Tishbi [i.e., Eli-
yahu HaNavi] will answer unresolved prob-
lems.” �is will occur when Eliyahu will 
proclaim the advent of Mashiach.

Among the questions to be answered 
then will be the exact count of that year.

It was the summer of ’95 and I had un-
dergone surgery on my leg. I knew that the 
next morning I would wake up in a hospital 
bed, unable to get out to join a minyan. I 
resolved to do the next best thing; and I set 
my alarm clock to wake up in time to daven 
k’vasikin, at sunrise.

�ere I was, early the following morn-
ing, exhausted from the experience of the 
previous day, davening �at on my back. I’m 
ashamed to admit it, but I must have dri�ed 
o� in middle of reciting Shemoneh Esrei. I 
awoke a few moments later. I found myself 
unsure of what to do. What point in Shem-
oneh Esrei had I reached? How do I con-
tinue?

�ere was only one thing to do. I picked 
up the phone and called my Rebbe, Rav 
Avrohom Pam, zt”l (who woke up early to 
learn, every day).

“Rebbe, I’m in middle of Shemoneh Esrei 
and I need your advice ….”

Chayei Adam (24:21) discusses my shai-
lah: the case of an individual who is in mid-
dle of Shemoneh Esrei but cannot determine 

at which berachah he is holding. He may be 
sure that he said the �rst berachos and sure 
that he hasn’t said the �nal berachos, but 
is unsure at which point in the middle he 
lost his place. What should he do? At which 
point should he resume his prayers?

The Chayei Adam applies the well-
known principle of safek berochos l’hakel — 
in case of doubt, a berachah is not recited. 
He therefore reasons that the individual 
who is in doubt should not recite any bera-
chah that he may already have said. Chayei 
Adam therefore rules that he may continue 
only from a berachah that he is certain he 
has not recited. If he is in doubt regarding 
any berachah, he may not recite it, because 
he would be risking a berachah l’vatalah, a 
wasted berachah.

�e Steipler Gaon, in his Kehilas Yaa-
kov (Berachos #17), challenges this ruling. 
Indeed, our primary concern should be to 
avoid the risk of a berachah l’vatalah. How-
ever, there is a factor that the Chayei Adam 
has failed to take into account, as follows. 
If a person misses any one of the berachos 
of Shemoneh Esrei, he has not satis�ed his 
prayer obligations (berachos m’akvos zu es 
zu) and must repeat the entire Shemoneh Es-
rei. It would therefore seem to be most im-
portant to ensure that every single berachah 
is said, thus avoiding the possibility that 
there is a missing berachah, which would 
render all the remaining eighteen berachos 
as berachos l’vatalah. It would therefore fol-
low that the person should recite every be-
rachah that he may have missed. Although 
this risks an individual berachah l’vatalah, 

What can we do in America  
for our brothers and children  
who are fighting in Gaza? 
That is the question that everyone is asking.  What we can 
do is as prescribed by the Torah – Eleph L’Mateh אלף למטה 
– for each soldier from each שבט there was a corresponding 
person who davened for his safety.  For each thousand 
soldiers, there was a thousand others davening for them.
Let us join together and take five minutes each day to say 
Tehilim for the safety of those called to duty in Gaza.  Let 
us heed the call of the Gedolei Yisroel who instituted saying 
three or four chapters of Tehilim each day after davening.  
Let us take these 5 minutes each day in this עת צרה as a זכות 
for כלל ישראל to daven 4 chapters of Tehilim for the safety 
of a soldier called to duty in Gaza.  Let us not leave for work 
until we have completed the Tehilim; the chapters are #83, 
#130, #121 and # 142.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 55



Flatbush Jewish Journal | 51Wednesday, July 23, 2014718.692.1144 | www.thefjj.com

Insure your 4-door  
and save money on 
your front door.

charlesalter@allstate.com

Call or email us to see how much you can save.

The Alter Agency
718-713-8400

52
54

0

Let us help you get the protection you need.

Call us today for affordable home & auto coverage. We can help 
you save twice when you bring both your home and auto policies 
to Allstate.

Subject to terms, conditions, qualifications and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, 
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2012 Allstate Insurance Company

U.S.        News NEWS AND EVENTS  IN & 
ABOUT THE UNITED STATES

California Church Holds Rocket 
Evacuation Drill in Solidarity with Israel 
JNS

Members of Congregation of Zion 
Church in Stockton, Calif., held a mock 
rocket evacuation drill inside of their 
church to express solidarity with Israelis 
facing rocket �re from Gaza. 

�e exercise was the idea of Pastor Du-
misani Washington, who also serves as 
the head of the Institute for Black Solidar-
ity with Israel. Washington said he used 
the “Red Alert” app that warns Israelis 
when rockets are detected, and broad-
casted it over the church’s speakers.

“My family and I downloaded the 
app earlier this week,” Washington told 
Israel National News. “�is weekend was 
also the 10th anniversary of my serving 
as pastor of the congregation. I thought 
it appropriate to empathize with Israel in 
this way today.”

Washington said Congregation of 
Zion Church’s 75, who are predominant-
ly black, embrace the “Hebrew roots” of 
their faith, but that the church is “not 
messianic.” Congregants fuse black gospel 
music with Hebrew songs, the pastor said.

Pro-Israel Activists Attacked 
With Wooden Sticks in Los Angeles 
JNS

Pro-Palestinian activists wielding 
wooden sticks attacked partici-
pants at a pro-Israel solidarity 
rally in Los Angeles.

�e rally, which was attend-
ed by more than 3,000 people, 
took place in front of the Fed-
eral Building in the neighbor-
hood of Westwood. A pro-Pal-
estinian protest draw roughly 
200 people across the street.

A federal o�cer attempting 
to stop the altercation �red a 
single shot. He has since been 
placed on administrative leave 
while the incident is being in-
vestigated.

Four men—identified as Mostadafa 
Gamaleldin Hafez, Hassan Mustapha 
Kreidieh, Mohammed Said Elkhatib, and 
Fadi Ali Obeidallah—were reportedly 
arrested on suspicion of assault with a 
deadly weapon. One protester called out 
“Free, Free Palestine” as he was placed in 
the police car, according to the Los An-

geles-based Israel education organization 
StandWithUs.

The original altercation may have 

started a�er a pro-Israel rally participant 
grabbed a Palestinian �ag from a truck 
in which the protesters were sitting and 
stepped on it, the Los Angeles Times re-
ported. �e eventually arrested men then 
got out of the vehicle and began hitting 
pro-Israel protesters with wooden sticks. 
One person was hit in the arm.

Survey: Jews, Catholics, Evangelicals 
are Most Well-Liked Religious Groups 
JNS

Jews, Catholics, and Evangelical 
Christians are the most warmly regard-
ed religious groups in America, while 
Muslims and Atheists are viewed the 
least favorably, a new survey by the Pew 
Research Center found. 

�e Pew survey asked respondents 
how they would rate religions on a ther-
mometer scale from 0 to 100, with 0 be-
ing the coldest and 100 being the warm-
est. Jews scored the highest temperature 
rating of 63, followed by Catholics at 
62 and Evangelicals at 61. Atheists and 
Muslims scored the lowest at 41 and 40, 
respectively. 

When it came to attitudes among 
religious groups towards each other, 
the feelings between Jews and Evangeli-
cals are not mutual. While Evangelical 
Christians view Jews with an average 
thermometer rating of 69, Jews only 
have a thermometer rating of 34 to-
wards Evangelicals, which is even lower 
than the Jews’ thermometer rating of 35 
towards Muslims. 

Partisan politics also played a role 
in how people view religions, and Jews 
scored well on both sides of the aisle. Re-
publicans gave a very high thermometer 
rating to Evangelical Christians, 71, to 
Jews, 67, and to Catholics, 66, while giv-
ing lowest ratings to Atheists, 34, and to 
Muslims, 33. Democrats rated Jews the 
highest at 62 and gave Mormons their 
lowest rating at 44. 

�e survey was conducted from May 
30 to June 30 among 3,217 adults.

U.S. Senate Subcommittee Approves 
$351 Million for Iron Dome 
JNS

�e U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee’s 
defense subcommittee approved a bill that grants 
$621.6 million to Israeli missile defense. More 
than half of that amount—$351 million—will go 
toward the Iron Dome system, which has been 
intercepting rockets �red at Israel from Gaza at a 
90-percent rate during the current con�ict.

“It works,” U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), 
chairman of the subcommittee, said of the Iron 
Dome.
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Israel Electric Corp. Workers Brave 
Rockets, Restore Power to Gaza 
JNS 

A�er a day without 
power, electricity was 
restored to some 70,000 
Gazans when the Israeli 
government gave the Is-
rael Electric Corporation 
(IEC) the green light to 
repair a high-power line 
that had been damaged 
by a rocket, Israel Hayom 
reported.

�e Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said 
that one of the rockets �red by Gaza ter-

rorists “hit an electricity 
infrastructure in Israel 
that supplied electricity 
to the Gaza Strip, caus-
ing a power outage to 
some 70,000 Gaza civil-
ians.”

IEC employees dis-
patched to repair the 
damage were accompa-
nied by IDF soldiers and 
outfitted with bullet-

proof vests. �ey wore special helmets to 
minimize the threat of shrapnel injuries.

Palestinians Continue to Receive 
Medical Care in Israel 
JNS

Even as Gaza-based terrorists con-
tinue to �re rockets at Israel, Palestin-
ian children are receiving medical care 
at the Edith Wolfson Medical Center in 
the central Israeli city of Holon.

On every Tuesday for the past 18 
years, children from Gaza and the West 
Bank arrived at the hospital for routine 
medical checks as part of the Israeli-
based international humanitarian proj-
ect Save a Child’s Heart, which provides 
life-saving medical care for children 
born with heart defects.

“In our experience, there has never 
been a situation where the children did 
not come here,” Dr. Alona Raucher, a se-
nior cardiologist at the hospital, told Is-
rael Hayom. “We know how to separate 
outside circumstances from medicine 
and saving lives.”

Newborn Abdul Rahman Wahdan 
and his grandmother, Maliha Khateb, 

le� Wolfson to return to their home in 
the northern Gaza town of Beit Hanoun.

Abdul came to the hospital less than 
a month ago, when he was only 11 days 
old. He was su�ering from a severe heart 

defect and was operated on in Israel.
“I appreciate and respect the treat-

ment we received here,” Khateb said. 
“We did not face any discrimination. I 
don’t care what they will say in Gaza, I 
saw the reality here.”

Paris Jews Look Forward to New Future in Israel
430 New Immigrants From France Arrive to Israel
Tazpit: Anav Silverman

Two special �ights arrived to Israel’s 
Ben Gurion airport, �lled with 430 French 
Jewish immigrants leaving Paris and its 
suburbs on Wednesday, July 16. �e �ights, 
organized by the Jewish Agency for Israel 
and the Ministry of Aliyah and Immigrant 
Absorption, had mostly families, including 
195 children and 18 babies.

Despite the security situation in Israel, 
dozens of French Jews will be moving to the 
southern cities of Ashdod and Ashkelon. 
�e rest will live in communities through-
out the Jewish state including 100 in Tel 
Aviv and 130 in Netanya. 

�e new Israelis will receive their Israeli 
ID cards (te’udot zehut) in festive ceremony 
in Jerusalem. 

Not one new immigrant cancelled his 
or her arrival to Israel, even with the heavy 

rocket �re from the Gaza Strip, according 
to the Jewish Agency Chairman, Natan 
Sharansky, who was on hand to welcome 
the new immigrants along with the Min-
ister of Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption 
Sofa Landver.

“France may not have won the World 
Cup, but you are champions when it comes 
to Aliyah – immigration to Israel,” Sharan-
sky told the group. 

“More than 1,000 new immigrants from 
around the world have arrived in Israel dur-
ing Operation Protective Edge. Today, 430 
of you came from France. Not a single one 
of these new immigrants canceled or post-
poned his or her arrival. Welcome to the 
family,” said Sharansky. 

�e Jewish Agency expects more than 
5,000 French Jews to immigrate to Israel by 
the end of the year. In the past three years, 
French Jewish immigration has increased 

dramatically. In 2013, 3,289 French Jews 
immigrated to Israel compared to 1,917 im-
migrants in 2012 – a 60% increase. 

During the �rst six months of the year, 
2,600 French Jews arrived to Israel in com-
parison to 812 during the equivalent period 
in 2012. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Aliyah and 
Immigrant Absorption and The Jewish 
Agency have developed special plans to en-
courage French aliyah and help French Jews 
acclimate into Israeli society. �e plan in-
cludes e�orts to strengthen Jewish identity 
amongst French Jewish youth, expand Israel 
experience programs, remove bureaucratic 
barriers to employment in Israel, and boost 
the number of Jewish Agency shlichim (rep-
resentatives) in France.

 “Two weeks ago, when we met in Paris 
at the moving ceremony during which you 
parted with the country of your birth, I met 

entire families whose veins �ow with Zion-
ism, who are willing to leave their entire 
lives behind in order to realize their dream 
of immigrating to Israel,” said the Minister 
of Aliyah and Immigrant Absorption Sofa 
Landver. 

“Every immigrant who arrives in Israel 
strengthens us as a people, and this is all the 
more so when it comes to the growing Ali-
yah from France.” 

�e Jewish community in France, the 
largest in Europe, has experienced grow-
ing hostility and violent attacks over the 
last few years across the country. Just re-
cently, two pro-Palestinian demonstrators 
tried to storm two Paris synagogues, trap-
ping 200 Jewish congregants in one syna-
gogue while hurling objects and shouting 
anti-Semitic slogans during an anti-Israel 
demonstration that le� three Jews injured. 

South African ANC Party Worker Praises 
Hitler in Post on Israel-Hamas Con i t 
JNS

�e social media manager of the Af-
rican National Congress (ANC) in South 
Africa’s Western Cape province is under 
�re for posting an anti-Semitic comment 
praising the Holocaust and lamenting that 
more Jews were not killed. �e ANC is 
South Africa’s ruling party.

“Yes man, you were right!” Rene Smit 
posted next to an image of Adolf Hitler on 
Facebook. “I could have killed all the Jews, 
but I le� some of them to tell you why I 
was killing them,” the post added.

Smit told the South Africa Times that 
she was protesting “the Israeli killing of 
innocent babies and women in the Gaza 
Strip.” She said she later “remorsefully 
removed [the post] immediately once I 
became aware that it is inappropriate and 
o�ensive.”

Marius Redelinghuys, the spokesper-
son of the Democratic Alliance, another 
political party in the country, called the 
post “not only anti-Semitic and hate 
speech, but can also be construed as an 
incitement to violence and is an insensi-
tive insult to victims and survivors of the 
Holocaust.” Wendy Kahn, director of the 
South African Jewish Board of Depu-
ties, called on the ANC to “distance itself 
from such comments and say it would not 
work with that volunteer again,” reported 
�e Guardian.

Cobus Grobler, a spokesman for the 
ANC in Western Cape, said that Smit is 
not an actual employee of the ANC but 
had assisted the party’s recent election 
campaign as a volunteer. “�e ANC con-
demned the con�ict on both sides. But 
the oppression of the people of Palestine 
is unacceptable,” he said.

Just last week, ANC’s deputy secretary-
general, Jessie Duarte, also compared Is-
rael’s attacks in Gaza to the atrocities 
committed by the Nazis. 

“Israel is guilty; guilty of defending her 
citizens from the onslaught of hundreds of 
missiles, terrorist kidnappings, and murder. 
Israel is guilty of actually calling and texting 
Gaza civilians, used as human shields by 
Hamas terrorist thugs, urging innocents to 
evacuate buildings, before they are bombed. 
All freedom-loving people and opponents of 
terrorism should back Israel’s struggle and 
commitment to a two-state solution,” said 
Rabbi Abraham Cooper, associate dean of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, in response 
to Duarte’s comments.

“With this despicable attack, ANC is 
also guilty; guilty of desecrating the leg-
acy of Nelson Mandela, the ultimate icon 
of a freedom �ghter, whose integrity and 
heroism still inspires millions of people 
around the globe. Which ‘death camp’ or 
‘open air prison’ boasts �ve star hotels? 
Gaza does. Who continued to supply Gaza 
with electricity and fuel despite thousands 
of terrorist launchings from Hamas-con-
trolled territory? Whose hospitals treat 
the most critically ill Gazans in their hos-
pitals? �e very nation that the ANC de-
nounces as ‘barbarians,’” Cooper added.
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Iranian-Jewish MP Compares Israel’s 
Gaza Operation to Nazi Actions 
JNS

Iranian-Jewish Member of Parliament 
Siamak Moreh Sedgh, who is the only Jew 
in Iran’s legislature, compared Israel’s air-
strikes on the Gaza Strip in response to 
Hamas rocket attacks to the actions of the 
Nazis.

“�e Zionist regime’s crimes are remi-
niscent of the actions taken by the German 
Nazis during the �rst and second world 
wars,” Sedgh said, according to Iran’s Fars 
News Agency. He also compared Israel’s 
actions to Saddam Hussein’s persecution 
of Shi’ite Muslims.

Iran grants a parliament seat to the 
Jewish religious minority. �e seat was 
previously held by Jewish MP Maurice 
Motamed, who had criticized former 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s Ho-
locaust denial, reported Haaretz. 

Sedgh has not voiced similar criticism. 
In 2010, he told Russia Today that “Jews 
are safe in Iran.” �is month, however, 
Iranian television aired an interview in 
which Tehran University professor Vali-
ol lah Naghipour far claimed that Jews use 
sorcery against the Islamic state.

Abbas, Auschwitz, and Palestinian Strategy 
Ben Cohen/JNS.org

It was o�en remarked that the late 
Palestine Liberation Organization leader, 
Yasser Arafat, would sound moderate 
when speaking in English and utterly 
intransigent when speaking in Arabic. 
Much of the same could be said about his 
successor, Mahmoud Abbas, the president 
of the Palestinian Authority.

In an exclusive op-ed for Haaretz—
published to coincide with the Israeli 
newspaper’s one-day conference on peace 
in Tel Aviv that was rudely interrupted 
by a barrage of rockets from Gaza—Ab-
bas sounded rather statesmanlike. “As the 
president of the Palestinian people I am 
totally committed to the vision of a two-
state solution, normalization and peace 
with our neighbor—Israel,” Abbas wrote. 

Such statements are music to the ears 
of the White House. In his own Haaretz 
op-ed, President Barack Obama stated ad-
miringly that in Abbas, “Israel has a coun-
terpart committed to a two-state solution 
and security cooperation with Israel.” 
Obama could not, however, bring himself 
to say something positive about Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

�e vision of Abbas as a moderate is, 
however, sorely compromised when one 
looks at his other statements. Speaking 
to other senior members of the Palestin-
ian leadership about the murder of the 
Palestinian teenager, Mohammad Abu 
Khudair, Abbas rhetorically asked, “Shall 
we recall Auschwitz?” Later on, Abbas ac-
cused Israel, on the second day of its Op-
eration Protective Edge to counter Pales-
tinian terrorism in Gaza, of carrying out a 
“genocide” against the Palestinians.

Is Abbas simply seeking to o�end Jew-
ish and Israeli sensibilities, or is there a 
strategy behind these appalling claims? I 
would argue that it’s the latter.

As brutal as the killing of Abu Khu-
dair was, to invoke in the same sentence 
Auschwitz, a death camp run by the 
Nazi Reich with e�ciency and savagery 
in equal amounts, is morally obscene. 
Around 2 million people, the vast ma-
jority of them Jews, were exterminated 
at Auschwitz. Many were children �ung 
into the gas chambers. Few things com-
pare with this horror, and certainly not 
the murder of one individual by a gang of 
freelance thugs.

Yet Abbas proudly makes this compar-
ison—and for good measure throws in the 
genocide accusation as well. Genocide is a 
crime that involves the systematic attempt 
to wipe out an entire group. Since the Sec-
ond World War, we’ve witnessed genocide 
in places like Cambodia, Rwanda and 
the Darfur region of Sudan. If one looks 
carefully enough, one can �nd examples 
of genocides happening right now—for 
example, against the Muslim Rohingya 
minority in Burma. Nothing the Palestin-
ians are experiencing at the hands of the 
Israel Defense Forces remotely approach-
es the legal de�nition of what constitutes 
a genocide.

But to Abbas, that doesn’t matter, be-
cause he knows there is a sympathetic au-
dience in the West and across the Muslim 
world that’s already predisposed to the 
belief that Israel’s aim is to wipe out the 
Palestinians, in much the same way that 
the Nazis wiped out 6 million Jews.  In 
Europe alone, a staggering 40 percent of 

respondents to a 2011 poll organized by 
Germany’s Ebert Foundation agreed with 
the statement that Israel is “conducting a 
war of extermination against the Palestin-
ians.”

Indeed, the naked the� by Palestinian 
leaders of the most monstrous 
slaughter in Jewish history 
passes virtually unnoticed, 
never mind being condemned. 
Twenty-four hours a�er Ab-
bas made these comments, 
not a single mainstream out-
let—not �e New York Times, 
not the BBC, not CNN—had 
reported them, likely because 
they don’t regard such analo-
gies as scandalous. 

At the same time, Palestin-
ian apologists eagerly lap them up, while 
ignoring the fact that, as Hamas spokes-
man Sami Abu Zuhri proudly confessed, 
Gazan civilians are being encouraged 
to become human shields against Israeli 
bombs. For their own leaders, it seems, 
dead Palestinians are good news: their 
corpses stoke up world anger against Is-
rael and provide television images to but-
tress the accusation that Nazi Germany 
has been reincarnated in the form of the 
Jewish state.

All of which makes great political 
sense to Abbas. Many Palestinians under-
stand that Israel is not going to be defeat-
ed militarily. �ey also understand that a 
third intifada could well peter out in the 
manner of the �rst two. Still, as the Pales-
tinian commentator Rami Khouri argued 
in Beirut’s Daily Star newspaper, there is 
another strategy: a coordinated campaign 

of civil disobedience, advocacy of boy-
cotts and sanctions akin, Khouri says, “to 
the anti-apartheid strategy against racist 
South Africa,” and the pursuit of a unilat-
eral recognition of a Palestinian state in 
U.N. bodies and institutions. 

For this to succeed, the Palestinians 
have to maintain their position in the 
Western conscience as the world’s most 
downtrodden nation. And what better 
way to do that than by referencing two of 
the West’s bêtes noires—the Nazi Reich 
and the apartheid regime? 

Israel is o�en accused of creating facts 
on the ground. Actually, the Palestinians 
are creating facts in our minds, revis-
ing and distorting history to �t their po-
litical goals. You have to admit that it’s 
smart: at the same time they warn Israelis 
that “death will reach you from north to 
south”—a quote not from Hamas, inciden-
tally, but from the Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade 
of Abbas’s own Fatah movement—they de-
pict themselves as victims of a genocide. 

Are we smart enough to respond e�ec-
tively? How do we do so? �at’s a subject 
I intend to return to in the coming weeks.

Israeli Citizen Among Victims on 
Malaysia Airlines Flight Shot Down 
Over Ukraine 
JNS

An Israeli citizen was among the 298 people killed when a Malaysia Airlines 
plane �ying from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur was shot down in eastern Ukraine. 

Former Israel Defense Forces lone 
soldier Itamar Avnon, 27, died in the 
plane crash. U.S. President Barack 
Obama said the plane was likely 
shot down by a surface-to-air missile 
launched by pro-Russian separatists 
�ghting in eastern Ukraine. 

“Unfortunately, my son Itamar 
was on the plane that crashed over 
the Ukraine. He was on his way 
back to Australia a�er a trip to Hol-
land. He served in the paratroopers 

and fought in Operation Cast Lead but died in a plane crash,” Itamar’s father, Dov 
Avnon, said on Facebook
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Israel        News NEWS AND EVENTS IN & 
ABOUT ISRAEL & ITS PEOPLE

amilies Grapple With asting E e ts of Israel-Ga a Con i ts 
Maayan Jaffe/JNS.org

“I feel so vulnerable when I am driving 
my car,” said Ehud Zion Waldoks of Beer-
sheba. “I am constantly preparing to stop 
abruptly, to leap out and grab my daugh-
ter and run for cover. I am calculating 
my speed to be a little faster than usual, 
but not reckless. I am checking where the 
nearest wall is at every tra�c light.”

Waldoks’s story is similar to that of all 
southern Israelis—and now most of the 
state of Israel, as rockets penetrate deeper 
than ever into the Jewish state. But as a 
resident of Beersheba, Waldoks is more 
accustomed than others to the sound of 
sirens, to the 60-second rush to the bomb 
shelter. It has happened before. �ere were 
similar �are-ups with Gaza in 2008-9 and 
2012.

Yet consistency doesn’t make it easier, 
he said. In some ways, the ongoing rocket 
attacks, coupled with periods of height-
ened terror, make it more challenging. 
�e current Israel-Gaza con�ict will end, 
he said, but the war will have lasting ef-
fects on the nation.

�e test of talking about the war with 
one’s children is almost impossible to 
pass. Recently, the Israeli website Mako 
published an article o�ering tips for mak-
ing the experience more bearable and ap-
propriate. �e �rst rule: don’t lie. Young 
children, psychologists recommend, 
should be spared the details but simply 
hugged and reassured. Slightly older chil-
dren, up to age 5, may bene�t from draw-
ing about their emotions or role playing. 

By age 6, psychologists recommend 
that parents explain about the army op-
eration—currently called Operation Pro-
tective Edge—and the Iron Dome missile 
defense system; teens can be told what is 
really happening and should be empow-

ered to take an active role in supporting 
younger siblings and those less able or 
stable than themselves.

Parents on the ground said they read 
this article, but they �nd that the reaction 
to rockets has only somewhat to do with 
age, and more to do with maturity and 
general outlook. In the Waldoks home, 
there are three children under the age of 7, 
and the oldest is therefore forced to make 
her way into the shelter in the middle of 
the night on her own. 

“We are carrying the little ones so [the 
oldest] cannot be carried by one of us,” 
Ehud Zion Waldoks told JNS.org. “It is so 
hard for her. In the moment, in the mid-
dle of the night, she hears the rockets and 
she does not know what is going on. But 
she does it—without any physical contact 
from us, without us holding her hand.”

�eir oldest daughter, he said, is con-
sumed with questions about Operation 
Protective Edge. In contrast, their 2-year-
old sees the nightly gatherings almost like 
a party. He doesn’t know what’s going on.

In Ashkelon, Esti Day’s 1-and-a-half-
year-old daughter is having a di�erent 
experience.

“Whenever she hears sirens, she starts 
screaming,” said Day. “She yells all the 
time. She wants to sleep in the shelter. 
When the siren is over, she doesn’t want 
to go out.”

Being a parent during war, Day said, 
means putting your own needs and wants 
aside. It also means being prepared. 

“Take something as simple as a shower. 
Now, you have to do it very quick and have 
the towel beside you. You need to make 
sure all the children come in the bath-
room with you—there wouldn’t be time 
to get them from another room,” she said.

Shachar Liran-Chanan, a student of 
psychology and education at Ben-Gurion 

University, explained, 
“Parents are told to stay 
calm. They try to hide 
their real feelings from 
their children. But the 
children see through 
them.”

“It is very different 
when you have children,” 
said Einav Koren of Ash-
kelon. “I worked for �ve 
years at Sapir College in 
Sderot. My parents were 
also so worried and I 
could not understand it. Now, as a par-
ent, I am more worried about the kid than 
myself.”

Lilach Nissim of Herzilya works with 
the municipality to prepare for emergency 
situations such as the current one. Born 
and raised in Ashkelon, she spent three 
years working in the rocket-battered city 
of Sderot. 

“Imagine yourself having two or three 
small children,” she said. “Your husband 
is not home and there is an alarm and you 
have to get to the shelter in 15 seconds. 
You cannot take them all. Who do you 
take �rst?”

Nissim said her cousin in Ashkelon 
was once driving when a “code red” si-
ren sounded. Her then 3-year-old and 
10-month-old children were strapped 
into the car. She stopped the car, but in 
less than 15 seconds needed to decide 
what to do: either take them out to lie in 
the middle of the street, or grab one and 
run for shelter.

“She took the small baby and ran and 
le� the big one in the car,” recalled Nis-
sim. “He sat there crying. She will never 
forgive herself for the choice she made. 
�ese are the dilemmas that lots of par-
ents are dealing with.”

On the other side of the border, in 
Gaza, Hamas does not build bomb shel-
ters, but rather takes its own citizens hos-
tage and uses them as “human shields.” 
�is refers to the deliberate placement of 
civilians in harm’s way in order to prevent 
a strike on a particular target.

�e Israel Defense Forces (IDF) is cur-
rently using lea�ets and phone calls to 
warn Gaza’s civilians to evacuate build-
ings prior to airstrikes on Hamas terror-
ists. Israel used the same approach during 
its 2008-9 and 2012 operations in Gaza.

Mahfouz Kadariti, a father of �ve in 
the Palestinian coastal enclave, con�rmed 
that Israel tells Gazans to leave their homes 
before an o�ensive. But he claimed that in 
some instances, as many as 50-60 family 
members live in one home, and that the 
time allotted to leave is not enough.

“My children are panicked. ‘Where 
can we go? Where can we go?’ they ask 
me. �ere is nowhere to go,” Kadariti told 
JNS.org.

Gaza resident Joe Carton said, “�e 
�rst concern for all of us here is staying 
alive.”

Yet the Hamas Interior Ministry urged 
Gaza residents to ignore the IDF’s pre-air-
strike warnings, saying in a statement, “To 
all of our people who have evacuated their 
homes—return to them immediately and 
do not leave the house,” Ynet reported. 

Indeed, Israelis understand that while 
their government goes to great lengths 
to protect them, the same cannot be said 
about the leadership in Gaza. 

“In Israel, we have the full support of 
the entire nation of Israel, we have psy-
chologists, and shelters, and [the] Iron 
Dome. ... While the IDF is doing every-
thing in its power not to harm innocent 
people, I know Hamas is trying to use 
those innocent people so the IDF will hit 
them,” Nissim told JNS.org. “I pity them.”

Koren said Israelis “don’t take lightly 
what is happening in Gaza.”

“I am also worried for them,” she said. 
“�ey should be building shelters there. 
Where is their government?”

Israeli research, meanwhile, sheds 
light on the long term e�ects of the con-
�ict with the Palestinians. Clinical/com-
munity psychologist Golan Shahar of 
BGU, working with Georgia State Uni-
versity’s Dr. Christopher C. Henrich, 
followed 362 adolescents from southern 
Israel between 2008 and 2011. Four times 
per year, they measured the adolescents’ 
exposure to rocket attacks and their 
levels of anxiety, depression, aggres-
sion, and violence. Longitudinal results 
evinced modest e�ects of rocket expo-
sure on anxiety and depression, and no 
e�ects on aggression, but robust e�ects 
on violence commission.

“I am not talking pushing and shov-
ing, I am talking carrying weapons, car-
rying knives,” said Shahar, explaining the 
increased violent tendencies produced by 
subjects of the study.

On the Palestinian side, Shahar said, 
there is “no reason to expect the kids in 
Gaza are not becoming more violent from 
what they have to endure.”

“Unless this con�ict is contained, un-
less it is resolved, the worst is yet to come,” 
he said.

Israel’s Hebrew University Ranks in 
Top 25 Universities Worldwide 
JNS

�e Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem ranked 22nd in the 2014 list of the 
world’s best universities by the Saudi 
Arabia-based Center for World Uni-
versity Rankings.

�e list includes 2,000 universi-
ties worldwide. Rankings are based 
on eight criteria, including quality of 
education, publications, alumni em-
ployment, in�uence of the institution, 
and quality of faculty.

Other Israeli institutions on the 
list are the Weizmann Institute of Sci-
ence in 38th place, Tel Aviv University in 86th place, Technion - Israel Institute of 
Technology in 109th place, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 362nd place, and 
the University of Haifa in 697th place.

Harvard University came in �rst place, and eight of the top 10 universities listed 
were American.
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Israel        News NEWS AND EVENTS IN & 
ABOUT ISRAEL & ITS PEOPLE

Dror Hanin, The First Israeli Casualty 
– “He Volunteered Everywhere” 
Tazpit: Aryeh Savir

Dror Hanin, 37, a father of three, the 
�rst Israeli casualty of Operation ‘Protec-
tive Edge’, was killed by Hamas mortar 
�re as he was on another volunteer mis-
sion to bring food to soldiers on the Ga-
zan border. He had organized food pack-
ages and small gi�s for the soldiers made 
by children, but did not have a chance to 
conclude his mission. 

Hanin was described by all who knew 
him as someone who was ready to vol-
unteer and help whenever and wherever 
necessary.

His brother Yossi 
described a person who 
was everywhere, all the 
time. “It’s hard to de-
�ne Dror, “He told the 
IDF Radio, “Dror was 
everywhere. He would 
offer help even if it 
wasn’t required, that’s 
the way he was. He was 
constantly looking to 
do good. If you would 
ask him ‘what can I do 
for you?’ he would re-
ply: ‘No, what can I do for you’.”  

Avi Naim, the Head of the Beit Aryeh 
Council, where Hanin lived, told Tazpit 
News Agency about Hanin: “Dror was a 
special person, guided by values. He met 
his death tragically while doing what he 
most loved – the love of his fellow man 
through unending giving.” He further 
expressed his hope that Israel would 

completely eradicate the 
terror threat from Gaza.  

�e Fire Department 
issued a notice of con-
dolences, as Hanin was 
a volunteer firefighter. 
“He was a real fighter 
and a volunteer at heart, 
the first to initiate and 
act, dominant and active 
at the �re station in Beit 
Aryeh.” Hanin was an ac-
tive �re�ghter for the past 
three years, involved in 

several life-saving operations.   
The local Chabad Rabbi described 

him as someone who was constantly of-
fering to help. “You know how they say 
that G-d takes the best – this is the case 
now. He was always o�ering to help, call-
ing and asking what is needed.”

Hanin will be laid to rest later today at 
the Yahud cemetery. 

assi e Southern Infiltration Atta k 
Thwarted
 Tazpit: Aryeh Savir

Earlier, IDF forces thwarted an attack by Hamas 
terrorists.

IDF forces identi�ed 13 terrorists attempting to in-
�ltrate Israel through a terror tunnel constructed by 
Hamas. �e tunnel led underground from the south-
ern Gaza Strip towards the southern Israeli commu-
nity of Sufa.  IDF forces thwarted an impending terror 
attack, preventing the terrorists from attacking an Is-
raeli kibbutz. �e foiled attack could have had deadly 
and devastating consequences if carried out, an IDF 
source said. No injuries to IDF soldiers were reported.

Terror tunnels are just one example 
of Hamas’ constant attempts to vio-
late Israel’s sovereignty and security, 
by carrying out lethal attacks against 
Israeli civilians. “As the IDF demon-
strated in recent days, Hamas will not 
be able to launch strikes against Israel 
without consequences”, the source 
said.

IDF Spokesman Brigadier General 
Motti Almoz stated a�er the attack 
that judging by the equipment and 
weaponry the terrorists were carrying, 
the attack would have been devastating. “We could have woken up to a horrible 
morning with many dead and wounded. �anks to the alertness and preparedness 
ended this way.” �e IDF estimates that there are some 10 more tunnels ready for use.

During the �rst day of Operation ‘Protective Edge’ the IDF thwarted two in�l-
tration attempts by terrorists via the sea. In the �rst incident Four Hamas terrorists 
were spotted on their way to a beach on Israel’s southern shores, their �nal objective 
the Kibbutz of Zikim. �e terrorists were stopped by IDF infantry who ambushed 
them on the Israeli shore. All terrorists were killed in the gun�ght that ensued. One 
soldier was lightly wounded. 

Netanyahu Dismisses Deputy Defense 
Minister Danny Danon 
JNS

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dis-
missed Deputy Defense Minister Danny Danon 
a�er Danon labeled the Israeli Diplomatic-Security 
Cabinet’s decision to pursue a cease-�re deal with 
Hamas a “strategic mistake.”

“It is inconceivable that the deputy defense min-
ister would attack the country’s leadership in such a 
blunt manner as it conducts a military campaign. … 
Such grave statements by the deputy defense minis-
ter show gross irresponsibility, especially given his 
role in the government, and can be used by Hamas 
to undermine the Israeli government, as clearly in-
dicated by [Hamas] media broadcasts,” Netanyahu said.

Danon, who remains a Knesset member for the Likud party, said Netanyahu 
“cannot accept the fact that others in the Likud don’t share his opinions.”

“I will not sell out my ideological beliefs for the sake of holding o�ce,” he said.

US Senate Doubles Funding  
for Iron Dome
 Tazpit: Aryeh Savir

�e Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee approved a defense spending 
bill (Jul. 15) that will provide $621.6 million for Israeli missile defense, including 
$351 million for the Iron 
Dome system that intercepts 
short-range rockets and mor-
tars, AFP reported. Congress 
appropriated $235 million to 
the Iron Dome project last 
year, the report noted. �e 
White House had requested 
about $176 million for the 
system for 2015, but lawmak-
ers doubled the amount. Con-
gress o�en increases funding 
for Israeli security projects 
sought by the president. �e 
funding is part of the administration’s request of $3.1 billion for military assistance 
to Israel, the world’s largest bene�ciary of U.S. foreign aid. “It works,” said Sen. Dick 
Durbin, D-Ill., chairman of the subcommittee. 

�e Iron Dome anti-rocket system has been successful in shooting down rockets 
and preventing Israeli deaths with a 90% success rate, an improvement of the 84% 
success rate achieved during Operation ‘Pillar of Defense’. 

�e IDF deployed its ninth Iron Dome battery this week, a�er it was scheduled to 
be prepared only in a few months and was produced in record time.  

it avoids the greater risk of invalidating 
the entire prayer!

And now, we return to my situation in 
the hospital bed. I was familiar with the 
disagreement between the Chayei Adam 
and the Steipler. Still, I had not thought 
that I would need to decide which opinion 
to follow. I certainly hadn’t ever imagined 
that this would happen to me!

What should I do? Do I follow the ruling 
of the Chayei Adam, who certainly surpasses 
the Steipler Gaon in his authority as a posek? 
Or should I take into account the seemingly 
correct argument of the Steipler Gaon, and 
recite the berachos that are in doubt?

Rav Pam, zt”l, responded (as best I can 
recall), “If one follows the opinion of the 
Chayei Adam, he is certainly okay.”

�is is the advice that I followed. Later, 
when I returned home, I resolved to at-
tempt to �nd an answer to the question of 
the Steipler.

Pathways of the Prophets
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 50
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Salomon Says
RABBI YAAKOV SALOMON, L.C.S.W.

REPRINTED WITH 
PERMISSION FROM 
WWW.AISH.COM You’re Mistaken

It was at a wedding – I forget whose – 
some ten plus years ago.  We interrupted 
our meal to daven ma’ariv. I still remem-
ber where I was sitting because I recall no-
ticing that in the seat next to me sat a Rosh 
Yeshiva who I knew to be of great note and 
prominence. I couldn’t help marveling at 
the intense devotion he seemed to place 
on every single word of the te� la – espe-
cially the Sh’ma.

I had recited the Sh’ma and the three fol-
lowing paragraphs - at least 32,850 times in 
my life; three times a day, for 30 years since 
my Bar Mitzvah. Adopted directly from 
the Torah itself, it is, arguably, the most im-
portant te� la we own. And so, it is said (or 
should be said) with maximum kavana.

“I wish I could daven like that,” I 
thought, eyeing the Rabbi.

Ma’ariv concluded moments later and 
I pivoted to my le�  to return to Table 27 
and my recently abandoned salmon al-
mandine.

“Excuse me,” said the Rabbi, standing 
in my path. “Do you have a moment?

I couldn’t imagine what a person of his 
position would want to speak to me about. 

“Why…er…of course,” I stammered.
“I just wanted to tell you how impressed 

I was with the way you were davening. I 
happened to be sitting next to you and I 
just couldn’t help noticing it, so I thought I 
would mention it.”

I could feel the blush seeping into my 
cheeks as my shoulders began some sort 
of awkward rocking motion. Accepting 
compliments is hard work, I guess. But 

his commentary was not yet complete; the 
best was yet to come.

“� at’s why,” he continued, “I was mild-
ly surprised at your recital of the Sh’ma.”

I knew it was too good to be true. Mo-
mentarily, I imagined myself back in 5th

grade, on the receiving end of the princi-
pal’s recriminations. � e facial blush inten-
si� ed, but now for a very di� erent reason.

“My recital of Sh’ma? Was there some 
sort of …er…problem?”

“Well, you should excuse my candor, 
but I couldn’t help overhearing you pro-
nounce at least three words incorrectly. I 
know you might be hurt by my criticism, 
but you seemed like the kind of person who 
might want to know that. So, in a way, it’s 
actually a compliment. Would you like to 
know which words you mispronounced?”

“Why, of course,” I countered. 
Frankly, I couldn’t imagine what he 

was talking about. How could I be mak-
ing a fundamental error in something I 
had said so many times before? If he was 
right, that would mean that I would have 
recited over 30,000 incorrect te� los in the 
past 30 years?! Could it be?

� e Rabbi opened up a siddur and 
pointed to the very � rst word of the � rst 
paragraph.

“If you don’t mind, say this word for 
me,” he said.

“VioHAVta,” I uttered cautiously. 
“I’m sorry,” he replied. “� e correct 

pronunciation is ‘ViohavTA,” with the 
accent on the last syllable. � e di� erence 
may seem subtle, almost miniscule, but 

the accent, in this case, actually changes 
the meaning of the word. � e way you said 
it, the word means, ‘And you loved (G-d);’ 
in the past tense. � e correct meaning of 
the word is a commandment, ‘And you 
SHOULD love (G-d)’. � at word needs to 
be accented on the last syllable.” 

Stunned is not the word. I was dumb-
struck. He was, of course, correct. I never 
realized that by pronouncing the word 
with the wrong accent, I was, in fact, say-
ing a completely di� erent word. 

“I never thought of it that way.”
“Don’t be too hard on yourself,” he re-

assured. “Many people make the same 
mistake. As a matter of fact, the other two 
words that you mispronounced were of 
the same variety. You said, ‘vi sheeNAN-
tom’ which means, ‘and you taught (past 
tense)’, instead of ‘visheenanTOM,’ which 
means, ‘and you should teach.’ And you 
said, ‘videeBARta, you spoke,’ instead of 
‘videebarTA, you should speak.”

What an unusual encounter that was. 
� ere I was, a full grown 43 years old man, 
receiving a grammar lesson from a Rabbi 
on the dance � oor of a wedding hall. True, 
it may not seem like a momentous occa-
sion for many, but for someone who takes 
his davening very seriously, � nding out 
that he had been reciting incorrect words 
in the Sh’ma, no less, that changed the 
meaning of his te� los, was quite a blow. 

I remember feeling embarrassed, de-
spite his reassurance, but much more than 
that, I felt an immense sense of gratitude. 
� is man had cared enough about my dav-
ening, to make certain that I would say it 
correctly for the rest of my life. What a gi� !

Later that night, I thought back to the 
events that transpired and how fortu-
nate I had been to correct an error I had 
been making for so long. I pictured my 
neshama rising before the Heavenly tri-
bunal one day and � nding out that never, 
not once, in my lifetime had I ever said the 
Sh’ma correctly. I shuddered. � at, easily, 
could have been me.

···
I think it was about � ve weeks later. I 

was, again, davening Ma’ariv, but this time 
it was in my shul. Mindful of my newfound 
discovery, I was still careful to pronounce 
my words correctly and grateful that I was 
now on track. Suddenly, from the seat right 
behind me, the words rang out.

“VioHAVta es Hashem…visheeNAN-
tum livanecha, videeBARta bam...”

Some other fellow was making the ex-
act same mistakes that I used to make! 

I cranked my neck about 80 degrees 
and tried to appear nonchalant. He ap-
peared to be about my age, and although I 
had seen him many times before, we had 
only a ‘nodding’ relationship. You know 
the type – the two of you have crossed 
paths so many times that you are embar-
rassed to ask each other for your names.

Ma’ariv would last about six or seven 
minutes more, but as far as my kavana 
was concerned I was already � nished. My 
mind began racing.

“Should I approach him a� er davening, 
just as the Rosh Yeshiva had done to me?”

“What if he resents my criticism?”

“Maybe it’s not really my business?” 
“But I appreciated it so much. Should I 

not pass on the gi�  that I received?”
In a � ash, ma’ariv ended and everyone 

headed for the exits. When I got outside, 
I took a very deep breath and cleared 
my throat. Apparently I cleared it rather 
loudly because my ‘friend’ turned around. 
Now I was trapped.

“Yes?” he questioned.
“Oh…er...hello.”
 I was much more anxious than I 

should have been. A� er all, I was about to 
do him a big favor. And he seemed like a 
friendly fellow. Why was I so nervous?

“I really hope you don’t mind my say-
ing…you see, I was at a wedding a while 
ago and I was saying the Sh’ma and this 
Rosh Yeshiva…you probably don’t know 
him – actually I didn’t know him either – it 
doesn’t really matter.”

(� is wasn’t coming out the way I had 
hoped it would.)

“Anyway, so he was listening when I 
was saying Sh’ma and he corrected me on 
the pronunciation of three words in the 
Sh’ma. And I was so grateful. So, tonight 
I kind of overheard you making the very 
same mistakes.”

“Really?” Maybe you heard wrong. I 
didn’t make any mistakes.”

Uh-oh. � at was de� nitely NOT the 
response I was expecting. I didn’t know 
whether to pursue the point further or 
jump ship. I had to make a split second 
decision. I pressed on.

“Well, I guess I COULD have been mis-
taken, but I’m pretty sure you said ‘Vio-
HAVta’ when it should be pronounced, 
‘ViohavTA’ –

“Listen, I don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about, but I gotta run. � anks anyway.”

Quickening his pace, he headed to the 
corner, made a le� , and disappeared into 
the night. I stood on the pavement front-
ing the shul. It was November, but winter 
had arrived early in New York. I won-
dered what had just happened. Was it my 
delivery? My choice of words? My timing? 
Or was he just being overly defensive?

I wish this story had a happy ending. 
I really do. But the truth is that for years, 
since that very cold November night, my 
‘friend’ has turned away from me when-
ever we met. No, he didn’t even nod. I 
tried to apologize, explain, inquire - but 
he always cut me o� .

“It’s okay,” he said. “Forget about it. 
Nothing happened. It’s � ne.”

But it wasn’t � ne. And we both knew it. 
Of late, things sort of returned to nor-

mal; a polite nod or an incoherent mum-
ble are occasionally exchanged. But too 
friendly, it isn’t.

� e worst part of this tale, though, is 
that his reaction has discouraged me from 
passing along the gi�  I received, to others. 
Perhaps it shouldn’t, but it has. 

But all is not lost. 
I can still write articles. 
And I can still daven.
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“�ese are the journeys of the children 
of Israel when they le� Egypt ... and 

these were their journeys according to 
their goings forth” (Bamidbar 33:1-2)

�e Jewish people’s journeys were not 
merely the vehicle for them to �ee Egypt. 
�e Torah states that they were “accord-
ing to their goings forth,” as such, part of a 
Divine plan designed to enable the people 
to participate in the experiences Hashem 
had planned for them.

Rav Elya Meir Bloch �ed Europe short-
ly before World War II broke out. He came 
to Cleveland, where he re-established the 
Telshe Yeshivah. He once remarked, “A 
Jew must understand that he does not 
�ee because the enemy chases him away. 
Hashem uses the enemy to ensure that the 
Jew goes to the place Hashem has destined 
for him. I was not chased from Europe by 
the Nazis; I was sent here by Hashem to 
plant Torah on American soil.”

 “Aharon the kohen went up to  
Mount Hor by the mouth of  

Hashem and he died there …”  
(Bamidbar 33:38)

Tosafos interprets this passage by 
explaining that although Aharon knew 
he was to die, he rose to great spiritual 
heights in his devotion and love for Hash-
em. He died amidst that intense devotion.

It seems the Tosa�sts took this idea to 
heart, as well. Many of the Tosa�sts lost 

their lives in the �rst Crusade. �ere is a 
tradition that the unusually long Tosafos 
on the seventh chapter of Bava Kama were 
written during the authors’ �nal days, be-
fore they were slain by the frenzied mobs 
of Crusaders.

Despite the terrible turmoil and fear, 
they had the serene presence of mind to 
remain engrossed in Torah study. �ey 
recorded their insights, before returning 
their pure souls to heaven.

 “You shall designate ... cities of 
refuge … and a murderer who takes 

a life unintentionally shall �ee there” 
(Bamidbar 35:11)

Although the accidental murderer 
acted without malice, it was necessary for 
him to be punished. �is would help him 
appreciate what he had done wrong, and 
how he had endangered other lives.

A man once came to the Steipler Gaon 
and told him that he had received a court 
summons for a moving violation. He 
asked the Steipler for a blessing that he be 
successful �ghting the ticket in court. �e 
Steipler refused, saying that by speeding 
he had endangered other lives. It was nec-
essary that he be punished, in order that 
he be careful in the future.

 “�ese are the journeys of the children 
of Israel when they le� Egypt ... and 

these were their journeys according to 

their goings forth”  
(Bamidbar 33:1-2)

�e Skulener Rebbe notes that this 
portion is always read during the three-
week period of mourning for the destruc-
tion of the Beis Hamikdash. �is reminds 
us that in the same way all forty-two en-
campments were part of the journey to the 
Land of Israel, all of our wanderings in ex-
ile are also part of our ultimate journey 
to the Promised Land. A Jew must never 
make himself too comfortable in exile, 
in order that he remember he has not yet 
reached his home, in Eretz Yisrael.

 “You shall possess the land  
and you shall settle it ...”  

(Bamidbar 33:53)

Kalman Wissotzky owned a success-
ful tea business in Russia, and became 
wealthy providing the Czar’s army with 
all its tea. In the early 1900s he was o�ered 
an opportunity to develop a tea company 
in Palestine.

He hesitated, as the governing Turks 
were di�cult to deal with. It would also 
be expensive to import tea to Palestine, 
since it could not grow there. Nonetheless, 
his desire to assist the struggling yishuv 
drove him to send enough money to start 
a small tea business.

 In 1917, the Communists seized all 
private businesses in Russia, and Wissotz-
ky was le� penniless; his only remaining 
asset was the business in Palestine. �e 
family �ed to Palestine and built up the 
business, which continues to prosper to-
day.

“You shall not corrupt [through 
�attery] the land …”  

(Bamidbar 35:33)

An in�uential rabbi o�ered the Telshe 
Yeshivah in Lithuania his assistance and 
support. One evening, the rabbi com-
plained to the Rosh Yeshivah’s son, Rav 
Elya Meir Bloch, that some zealots in the 
community had cited support from his fa-
ther, Rav Yosef Leib Bloch, in their oppo-
sition to a political organization in which 
this rabbi was involved. �ey quoted the 
Rosh Yeshivah as strongly condemning 
the organization. �e rabbi threatened 
that if this was true, he would stop his 
support of the yeshivah.

Rav Elya Meir questioned his father, 
who denied ever making such strong 
comments, but he refused to publicize his 
denial, since he personally did not agree 

with the organization’s philosophy either. 
He was afraid a denial could be miscon-
strued as a tacit approval of the organiza-
tion.

Rav Elya Meir expressed concern that 
the yeshivah needed this man’s support, 
but the elder Rav Bloch replied, “Hashem 
did not obligate me to head a yeshivah. 
I could just as well be a businessman. I 
refuse to �atter anybody just to keep my 
position.”

 “And these are the travels of the Jewish 
people ... by the mouth of Hashem” 

(Bamidbar 33:1-2)
A person’s comings and goings must 

always be in accordance with the “mouth 
of Hashem.”

The Steipler Gaon, even in his ad-
vanced years, refused to cut through a 
neighboring apartment lot to reach his 
shul. He had not received explicit permis-
sion to do so, and he felt that it was tres-
passing.

Rav Alexander Rosenberg, a rabbinic 
co-ordinator for the OU, always asked 
himself the most important question 
before making any decisions regarding 
whether or not to grant kosher supervi-
sion: “�e manufacturer might want this, 
and the consumers might want that, but 
what is it that Hashem wants?”

 “�is is the land that shall fall  
to you as an inheritance …”  

(Bamidbar 34:2)
Our Torah leaders have always 

dreamed of residing in the Promised 
Land. Rav Yehudah HaLevi wrote, “My 
heart is in the East, though I am in the 
West.”

�e Vilna Gaon made several attempts 
to move to Eretz Yisrael, though his at-
tempts were thwarted enroute to the land. 
Eventually his students were successful 
in building an established presence in 
Yerushalayim.

�e Chofetz Chaim, too, made several 
attempts to move to Eretz Yisrael. He was 
set to move in 1925, but many leading Ro-
shei Yeshivah prevailed upon him to post-
pone his move, in order to lend his assis-
tance to the yeshivas and European Jewry, 
in general. Meanwhile his wife took ill, he 
too became very weak, and the Chofetz 
Chaim’s dream never came to fruition.

Rav Yaakov Kaminetzky said that even 
if one cannot live in Eretz Yisrael, he must 
have a good reason not to live there!
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Thoughts On Recent Events in Eretz Yisroel
Rabbi Moshe Boylan 

Klal Yisroel was saddened and shocked 
by the terrible news of the �nding of the 
three bochurim killed in the a�ermath of 
their kidnapping. As shocking as this was, 
it was something that was not surprising, 
given the “track record” of the vicious 
Arab terrorist organizations. What hap-
pened less than a week later was more sur-
prising, as a group of Jewish “extremists” 
decided to take revenge on the Arabs by 
kidnapping and viciously murdering an 
Arab. �is was not expected, as for Klal 
Yisroel it is not common to �nd such cru-
elty expressed in brutal murders. 

What should our response be? Firstly, 
we must realize that this was a worldwide 
Chillul Hashem. We must do our best to 
rectify this “Chillul Hashem” with as much 
Kiddush Hashem as possible. It must be 
realized that we have numerous opportu-
nities of Kiddush Hashem throughout our 
day. �is can include the way we drive, 
talk, shop, do business and in many other 
areas of our lives. We should also keep in 
mind to avoid even inadvertent Chillul 
Hashem, as Chazal tell us that this avei-
rah is very severe even if done Be’Shogeg. 

Recently, a wonderful Sefer called, 
“Living Kiddush Hashem” (written by 
Rabbi Shraga Freedman) was published 
by Artscroll. �is book can help us all gain 
a perspective that will help us to create a 
Kiddush Hashem.  A book geared for chil-
dren called “Making Hashem Proud” – 
written by Mrs. Chavivah Krohn Pfei�er 
and published by Artscroll is also an ex-
cellent way to be mechanech our children 
about creating a Kiddush Hashem. 

I heard in the name of Rav Yissachar 
Frand Shlita that we can view ourselves 
like ambassadors of Torah. Just as an am-
bassador of America represents his coun-

try, so too every Torah Jew (and even more 
so a Ben Torah) represents the Torah and 
Yahadus. With this perspective we will be 
able to go all out in ensuring that Torah is 
represented in the best way possible. 

Another lesson we must reemphasize 
given this tragic event, is based upon the 
Parsha which was lained around the time 
these tragic events occurred. �e Moavim 
went to Midyan to discuss the danger of 
Klal Yisroel attacking them. Rashi tells 
us that since Moshe Rabbeinu grew up 
in Midyan, he was viewed as an expert 
about the Middos (characteristics) of Klal 
Yisroel. Midyan told the Moavim that the 
strength of Klal Yisroel is in its mouth. 
�e Moavim, therefore decided to take 
Bilam, whose strength was in his mouth, 
to curse Klal Yisroel, chas veshalom. 

Later on in the Parsha, we �nd that 
Bilam is walking and his donkey sees a 
Malach of Hashem with a drawn sword 
on the road. Why was it necessary that 
the Malach have a drawn sword to pre-
vent Bilam, if the Malach could kill him 
even without a sword? Rashi explains 
that Hashem said that this Rasha (Bilam) 
le� his Kelai Umnus, as the Kelai Zayin 
(weapons) of the Umos Haolam is with 
a sword. {Presumably, this is a reference 
to what it said, “Hayadim Yedei Eisav”.}
Instead, Bilam has attacked Klal Yisroel 
with his mouth, which is the Umnus of 
Klal Yisroel. Interestingly enough, the 
Sifsei Chachomim said that this is hinted 
to in the word, “Shelufah”. �is hints that 
“Shelo Peh”, that the power of the mouth 
is with Klal Yisroel, and not with you, 
Bilam. Rashi concludes that Bilam was 
punished that Hashem switched the Um-
nus of the Umos Haolam to Klal Yisroel 
to destroy Bilam, and he was ultimately 
killed with a sword. 

The people who decided to kidnap 
and murder an Arab, apparently felt that 
we would be able to overcome the Umos 
Haolam with the “Yadayim Yedei Eisav”. 
We must emphasize that besides the lack 
of morality and the prohibition of Retzi-
cha involved, this also shows a lack of 
understanding of what is our strength. If 
we know clearly that our strength is, “Ha-
kol Kol Yaakov”, then we will not fall into 
the trap of trying to overcome the Umos 
Haolam with “Yadayim Yedei Eisav”. In-
stead, our approach to the great danger 
of the Umos Haolam which surround us 
and the tragic murder of three innocent 
Bochurim, must be to strengthen our “Kol 
Yaakov” with the voice of Torah and Te�l-
lah, and to increase the �nancial support 
of those involved in these activities. Addi-
tionally, we must avoid Lashon Hora and 
other prohibitions of speech, which pre-
vent the Torah and Te�llah that we per-
form with our mouths to accomplish what 
they should (as mentioned many times by 
the Chofetz Chaim ZT”L).

{It is possible that there might be some 
hishtadlus called for in terms of �ghting 
our enemies. However, this will only be 
successful if Klal Yisroel has the Koach 
of “Hakol Kol Yaakov. Furthermore, any 
such hishtadlus must be done appropri-
ately, without any violations of the Torah 
like murdering innocent people.}

Another lesson to be learned from 
this maaseh can be to strengthen our-
selves in having feelings of Rachamanus 
Bein Adam Lachaveiro. �is is true, based 
upon a shmuess given by the Rosh Yeshi-
va, Rav Shmuel Berenbaum ZT”L upon 
the a�ermath of 9/11. �e Rosh Yeshiva 
said that the terrorist attack on thousands 
of innocent civilians showed a terrible 
amount of Achzariyus (cruelty). If Klal 
Yisroel was punished to undergo seeing 

such achzariyus, then perhaps on our level 
(albeit on a much lower level than the ter-
rorists) we also have a lack of Rachamanus 
which enables us to be punished in this 
form. �e Rosh Yeshiva said that we must 
therefore increase our sense of Rachama-
nus to others. 

Certainly, the recent kidnappings and 
murders of innocent civilians showed ter-
rible achzariyus. We must therefore work 
on improving our middos and eradicate 
achzariyus from our midst. 

I heard from my rebbi, Rav Nachum 
Lansky Shlita, that achzariyus stands for 
“Ach Zar” (only a stranger). �is means 
that if one is cruel, it is because he feels 
the person is separated and not related to 
him. �e way to eradicate achzariyus is to 
feel connected to others, especially to fel-
low members of Klal Yisroel. 

One last lesson we must learn at this 
juncture, is emphasizing our commit-
ment to listen to Daas Torah. Clearly the 
people that murdered an innocent civilian 
in such a brutal fashion were not listen-
ing to any true form of Daas Torah from 
Gedolei Yisroel.

 I am reminded of an important vort on 
Parshas Pinchas from Rav Henoch Leibow-
itz ZT”L. Rav Henoch said that the “Kanaus” 
of Pinchas was only praised because he ex-
pressed it only a�er Moshe Rabbeinu hinted 
to him that killing Zimri was permitted and 
even praiseworthy. However, any Kanaus 
that is done without guidance from Gedolei 
Yisroel is not acceptable and can lead to ter-
rible consequences. 

In conclusion, especially as we are 
now in the three weeks, we should work 
on strengthening ourselves in the above 
mentioned inyanim, as they will help us 
to bring the ultimate geulah and Moshiach 
Tzidkenu speedily.

in Olam Habah, it is, Rabbi Goldwasser 
said, important that we should have some 
idea of what Olam Habah is, even though 
in this world we are incapable of compre-
hending the true, overwhelming beauty 
and goodness of the World to Come that is 
waiting for us a�er 120 years.

Too many people think that they al-
ready have Olam Habah in their pocket. 
�e story is told of the old man who before 
he passed away told his wife to withdraw 
all of his money from the bank and put it 
into two pillows and place them in the at-
tic directly above his bed so that a�er his 
petirah, he could take them with him as he 
ascended to Olam Habah.

Being a loyal wife she did as requested. 
However a few weeks a�er her husband’s 
death, she was in the attic cleaning up and 
in the course of doing so found the two pil-
lows were still �lled with the money she had 
taken out of the bank. She shook her head 
and clucked when realizing that her hus-
band hadn’t made it to Olam Habah a�er all, 
thinking that perhaps she should have placed 
it in the basement for him to take when he 
went to that other pl ace – Gehinnom.

The Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim 
Luzzato) writes that because a person has 
bechira, free will, this gives us a certain 
power and that we are therefore worthy of 
great reward for doing the right thing.

Rabbi Goldwasser emphasized that we 
are now like one living in a cave and that 
masks our interpretation of life [where the 
spiritual truths are hidden by darkness.] If 
we le� our caves, we might discover the sun, 
the beautiful trees, the majestic mountains 
and glorious skies and thus realize that this 
is Olam Habah and that our Olam Hazeh 
existence in the cave in not the ultimate 
goal we should be satis�ed with.

We have to realize that with the excep-
tion of a few outstanding tzadikkim, we are 
all cave men and cave women. Our mission 
is to put down our clubs and strive to im-
prove our chelek in Olam Habah by learn-
ing Torah, whether it even be just studying 
each day two halachos or Chumash or Daf 
Yomi. Every mitzvah that we do and every 
piece of Torah that we learn goes to great 
lengths in improving our spirituality and 
hence our share in Olam Habah.

Maran HaShach asks what is that day 
when the two worlds (Olam Hazeh and 
Olam Habah) kiss each other? �at is the 

day when we are challenged in this world 
by our bechirah. Do we do that which the 
Torah Hakedusha tells us to do? Or do we 
allow ourselves to be swayed by the pre-
vailing attitude that we are in the Modern 
World and must act accordingly.

When we overcome that great tempta-
tion of Olam Habah and act according to 
what the Torah tells us that is the day when 
the two worlds kiss each other and one has 
strengthened as a result one’s chelek in 
Olam Habah. And this choice to do the 
right thing which causes the two worlds 
to kiss each other, can happen to each and 
everyone one of us every day in our lives.

Who is a ben Olam Habah? Rabbi Gold-
wasser quoted from Mesechta Sanhedrin 
that anyone who is humble and isn’t over-
con�dent. Rav Beroki once asked Eliyahu 
Hanavi who in the market place that day 
was a ben Olam Habah [one destined for au-
tomatic Olam Habah without any correct-
ing stay in Gehinnom for 11 months]? �e 
famed Navi pointed out two men. When 
Rav Beroki approached them and asked 
them what special thing they did, they ex-
plained that they were badchanim, jesters 
who they went out of their way to cheer 
up others who they saw were depressed. If 

one of Hashem’s creations is unhappy and 
unable to perform their Avodas Hashem 
properly, then those two badchanim were 
also unhappy, unless they could succeed in 
cheering up that unhappy person.

Rabbi Goldwasser said that all of us can 
�nd someone we can cheer up and encour-
age to better serve Hashem. And not only 
will we guide that  person to a better chelek 
of Olam Habah, but our own share of the 
World to Come will dramatically improve 
as a result of our performing the mitzvah 
to love another Jews as one loves oneself.

Completing the Flatbush Hakhel Yar-
chei Kallah held earlier this month was a 
halacha shiur given by Rabbi Dovid Rib-
iat, author of the monumental work, “39 
Melachos.” Rabbi Ribiat spoke on the topic 
of “Shidduchim: Essential Halachos and 
Hanhagos.” A Yizkereim Holocaust audio 
visual presentation titled “Strike on Heav-
en!,” a joint production of the Zechor Yemos 
Olam and the Rabbi Leib Geliebter Memori-
al Foundation concluded the Hakhel Event. 
CDs of the lectures are available by calling 
Mr. Zalman Umlas at (718) 252-5274.

Hakhel Event
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26
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The Person in the Parsha
RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

Parshat Masei
Zionism

�ere must be at least a thousand jokes 
that begin, “A Catholic priest, an Ortho-
dox rabbi, and a Protestant minister enter 
a bar....” I’ll begin this week’s column with 
a story about a Catholic priest, an Ortho-
dox rabbi, and a �ne Jewish layman. �ey 
won’t be entering a bar together, that’s for 
sure. �ey won’t even be sitting face-to-
face. But they will all be expressing their 
opinion about a very important, and un-
fortunately very controversial, concept: 
Zionism.

I made the acquaintance of the Catho-
lic priest many years ago, before he be-
came a prominent bishop. We had a con-
versation recently in which he asked me 
to explain to him how certain very Ortho-
dox Jews can espouse a doctrine of anti-
Zionism. “A�er all,” he said, “if they be-
lieve in the Hebrew prophets and believe 
that their prophecies are to be understood 
literally, how can they possibly be against 
Zionism? Almost all the prophets speak 
of the return of the Jewish people to their 
homeland and see the repossession of the 
Land of Israel by the Jewish people as the 
highest ideal.”

For my friend the bishop, supporting 
the sovereign Jewish government in the 
Land of Israel is an imperative of the Jew-
ish religion. I found it very di�cult to ex-
plain to him the reasons why some devout 
Jews do not even recognize the modern-
day State of Israel.

Not long a�er this conversation with 
my Roman Catholic friend, I ran into an-
other friend, whom I �rst met many years 
ago. He is a follower of a Hasidic sect that 
is antagonistic to the Jewish State and 
which frequently publicly protests Israel’s 
political and even military actions. He 
is a great scholar, and we have long ago 
learned to avoid discussing the topic of 
Zionism. He knows that my opinions are 
very di�erent from his. Instead, we con-
�ne our conversations to his recent writ-
ings, which ironically are based upon the 
commentary on the Bible by Rabbi Moses 
Ben Nachman—Ramban, or Nachman-
ides.

During this recent encounter, we again 
avoided discussing the topic of Zionism. 
I know his position well. He believes that 
it is absolutely wrong for Jews nowadays 
to reclaim the Land of Israel, but that we 
must wait for the coming of the Messiah to 
do so. He sees the current State of Israel as 
being the audacious embodiment of sinful 
hubris. He believes that the State of Israel 
is nothing less than the work of the devil 
himself. My own view is quite di�erent, 
and we have long both been reconciled to 
the fact that we would never convince the 
other to change his opinion.

�e third “player” in my little story is, 
sadly, long deceased. He was a gentleman 
back in the community where I was a pul-
pit rabbi. He described himself as a reli-
gious Zionist and, indeed, was very active 

in leadership capacities within organiza-
tions that were ardently Zionist. Yet, when 
his own children informed him that they 
were making aliyah and moving to Israel, 
he was very upset and shared his disap-
pointment with me.

My connections with these three in-
dividuals o�en motivate me to return to 
sources in our sacred tradition to buttress 
my own point of view. One such source is 
this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Masei 
(Numbers 33:1-36:13). For me, this par-
sha is the basic enunciation of what some 
call “Religious Zionism.” In it, we read of 
the many, many wanderings of the Jewish 
people before they were privileged to pos-
sess the Land of Israel. We read of the com-
mandment to conquer the land, to settle it, 
and to preserve it as an inheritance for our 
descendants. We learn in detail about the 
boundaries of the land and about the re-
quirement of all Jews to assist in the pro-
cess of its conquest. Is this all not what the 
world has come to refer to as “Zionism?”

Ramban, second only to Rashi as the 
most widely studied Jewish commentary 
on the Bible, remarks that in this week’s 
Torah portion, we �nd one of the 613 com-
mandments, namely the mitzvah to possess 
the Land of Israel. He furthermore insists 
that this positive commandment applies 
throughout Jewish history, even today, and 
is not just of historical interest.

�e biblical verse reads, “And you shall 
take possession of the land and settle in it, 
for I have assigned this land to you to pos-
sess” (Numbers 33:53), upon which Ram-
ban comments, “In my opinion, this is a 
positive commandment, a mitzvat aseh. 
G-d is telling us to dwell in the land and to 
possess it, and not to reject it in any way, 
nor to substitute any other geographical 
dwelling place for it. Based upon this verse 
are the numerous eloquent remarks of our 
Sages on the importance of dwelling in 
the Land of Israel and never leaving—to 
the extent that a husband can force his 

wife, and a wife her husband, to dwell in 
the Land of Israel rather than elsewhere.”

In another of his writings (Hasagot 
L’Sefer Hamitzvot, Mitzvah 4), in which 
he enumerates the 613 commandments, 
Ramban emphasizes that this verse is to 
be understood as a command, and not 
merely as a Divine promise that one day 
we shall dwell there.

Ramban echoes this attitude toward 
the Land of Israel, and its central role in 
our religion, throughout his vast writings. 
Furthermore, he personally practiced 
what he preached and le� his native Spain 
to live in the Land of Israel, and indeed to 
die there.

For me, Ramban is but one proponent 
of the religious imperative which under-
lies the modern State of Israel. Here are 
the words of a much more recent propo-
nent of this position:

“�e Land of Israel is not something 
external, not an external national asset, 
the means to the end of collective solidar-
ity and the strengthening of the nation’s 
existence…�e Land of Israel is an es-
sential unit bound by the bond of life to 
the people…�e expectation of salvation 
is the force that preserves exilic Judaism; 
the Judaism of the Land of Israel is salva-
tion itself.”

These are words with which Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook opens his classic 
work, Orot.

I write this column as the State of Isra-
el and its inhabitants face a most di�cult 
challenge, the onslaught of rockets aimed 
at them by a hostile enemy. At this mo-
ment, perhaps more than ever before, we 
draw our strength and our hope from the 
knowledge that it is the Divine will that 
we dwell in His land, and that we serve 
Him by defending it. With His assistance, 
we will succeed, and the land will contin-
ue to prosper materially and to �ourish.

Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD is 
currently the Executive Vice President, 
Emeritus of the Orthodox Union. 
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a�ernoon. �e parks here are magni�cent. 
But they were empty. A picture-perfect day 
with beautiful weather and all the children 
home from school for the summer, but 
trapped inside their homes because moth-
ers are frightened and want their children 
as close as possible to shelter. And who can 
blame them?

I have met people who are afraid to 
go outside to get milk; a woman whose 
husband has been hospitalized but she is 
afraid to leave her home to visit him. Life 
goes on here—people go to work—but it’s 
hard. 

Today, in Ashkelon, we visited a boy 
in the hospital who was almost killed in a 
bomb attack. He was grateful for the visit. 
And then I was shown a gas station where 
recently a bomb fell. �ere, I was intro-
duced to an Israeli man who drives an oil 
tanker. He had heard the alarm before the 
bomb and had the wherewithal to turn o� 
the valve and cap the station’s supply line 
just before the bomb hit. How many lives 
had this man saved? 

Hundreds? I was so emotional meeting 
him that I scarcely knew what to say.

In Ashdod, I held the shells of Qassam 
and Grad rockets—the indiscriminate 
missiles sent from terrorists in Gaza to-
ward high-population centers. �ese rock-
ets are meant to kill dozens of people at a 
time, depending on where they hit.

Tolerable? No nation would stand 
for what Israel has already tolerated. Re-
straint? No nation has demonstrated more. 
But this cannot continue. Americans are 
not getting the full picture. One must be 
here to feel the e�ect, to see the conditions 
that innocent people are living under. Yes, 
Israelis have not been slaughtered by the 
hundreds the way Hamas has intended; 
cities have not gone up in �ames as they 
have vowed, but the Israeli people are dev-
astated. 

Last night we davened (prayed) at 
Netivot where I met a man in his 40s—a 
religious, Sephardic man who was hurry-
ing in a store. He explained that he had 
just received notice to report to the army 
in three hours so he was rushing to get 
supplies. �ere’s no time to pack or bake 
bread. What does a man in his 40s do in 
the army? He said he deals with the bodies. 
He deals with the dead.

An intolerable situation.
Dov Hikind

Naftali, Gil-ad & Eyal Hy”d!
When I �rst heard the tragic and heart-

breaking news about the vicious murders 
of the 3 boys kidnapped in Israel on June 
12th, I sat down and found myself daven-
ing the te�lla of Akeidas Yitzchak. “Ribono 
Shel Olam, kmo shekavash Avrohom Avinu 
es Rachamuv la’asos es retzoncha, kein yich-
bushu rachamecha es ka’ascha m’aleinu, 
vsisnaheig imanu b’midas hachesed vracha-
mim.”

Na�ali, Gilad & Eyal, please go up to 
the Kiseh Hakovod together with the 8 
korbonos from Merkaz Harav, Nachshon 
Wachsman, the Fogel family from Itamar, 
Holtzman family and the victims from 
Mumbai, Netanya Hotel Pessach Bomb-

ing, Kobi Mandell, Subarro victims, Ko-
tel Bus Bombing……..Please plead with 
Avinu Sh’bashamyim the te�lla that we 
all throughout the world said today yom 
sheni by davening in Vhu Racheim…tzar 
li meod…ki shama Hashem kol bichyi….
Rachum Vchanun…Habeit Na -Racheim 
Na….Habeit m’Shomayim urei k’tzon 
l’tevach l’harog u’labeid….Chusa Hashem 
aleinu B’rachamecha, Val titneinu b’ydei 
Achzorim…

�e past few weeks, we all poured our 
hearts out and cried our eyes out bitter 
tears and heart rendering te�llas to the 
Ribono shel Olam for the boys’ safety. �e 
slogan “Bring Our Boys Home Safely” was 
on everyone’s lips and minds. We were all 
B’ACHDUS K’ish Echad B’lev Echad when 
we had in mind the parents and fami-
lies and the tortuous su�ering that they 
were all going through R”L! Your tragedy 
is our tragedy. Kulanu Am ECHAD! We 
are all FAMILY! “Kol Yisroel Areivim 
Zeh L’Zeh” We all cry together-One Na-
tion- One Klal Yisroel with One Heart 
and Soul united as one Family! Achenu 
Kol Beis Yisroel Hanesunim B’tzara 
Uvashivya……..Hamokom Yiracheim 
Aleinu ……….Hamokom Yinachem 
Escham B’soch Shaar Aveilei Tzion 
V”YERUSHALAYIM! 

Rabbi Moshe Shochet

Proportionately Naïve
We all remember what the streets of 

downtown Boston looked like in April 
2013 during the marathon bombing. A war 
zone would be too weak of a description 
- it looked more like a military o�ensive. 
Here’s a question: why did the Boston po-
lice department respond so aggressively to 
the acts of two deranged teenagers, couldn’t 
they subdue them proportionately? �e 
answer is self-understood, when terror-
ists attacked indiscriminately at random, 
there is no proportion. Terrorism is not 
proportionate, so isn’t the response.  �e 
equivalent of a proportionate response to 
terrorism would be to place a bomb in a 
terrorist’s face.

When it comes to the Israeli army and 
Hamas terrorists, some western journalists 
just don’t seem to get it.  “�e media cover-
age hardly re�ects the reality,” writes Owen 
Jones. “A military superpower armed with 
F-15 �ghter jets, AH-64 Apache helicop-
ters, Delilah missiles, IAI Heron-1 drones 
and Jericho II missiles (and nuclear bombs, 
for that matter), versus a ‘prison camp’ �r-
ing almost entirely ine�ective missiles.”

A senior Hamas o�cial was quoted in 
Haaretz “in response to a question about 
Hamas’ rockets targeting civilians as well, 
the o�cial said everyone knows the rockets 
from Gaza are primitive and lack the de-
structive power of Israel’s weapons. “How 
many have they killed? You can’t compare 
with an Israeli bomb that can destroy a 
12-storey building,” he said. “It’s just a sort 
of defense. We want to defend ourselves.”

Hamas’ rockets are ine�ective not be-
cause they decided to go easy on their en-
emies, but because of the miraculous Iron 
Dome defense system.

A pressure cooker bomb is also “almost 
entirely ine�ective” but still managed to 

sow terror in the heart of Bostonians and 
brought on a disproportionate response. 
Should Israel start �ring rockets into Gaza 
as a proportionate response? Mr. Owen still 
wouldn’t be content, because Hamas lead-
ers don’t have a rocket defense system such 
as Iron Dome. Does Israel have to supply 
them with an Iron Dome battery for the 
sake of proportion? Maybe Israel should 
hand them over some combat jets as well 
for good measure…to minimize their ‘un-
derdog’ status…!

The only language terrorists under-
stand is disproportion, there is no way of 
proportionately neutralizing terror. 

Aryeh Rand

Hitching in Israel and Flatbush
I would like to respond to what A.G. 

wrote last week that a practical lesson we 
should take is to give hitches to fellow Jews.

While I respect his/her opinion, I don’t 
think this assumption is correct.

I am familiar with the location that they 
were kidnapped from and there are lots of 
hitching happening there, as well as in the 
rest of Israel. In fact, even here in Flatbush 
people gives hitches. I can recall several 
times when I was in high school waiting for 
the B9 (and waiting, and waiting) and then 
being o�ered rides.

So, while I agree with you that there are 
probably practical lessons that we should 
take out of this tragedy, I think we should 
think a little deeper.

Avrohom Vegh

A Thought
If it’s true and the 3 boys were killed 

right away, it makes me wonder.  Why 
would Hashem want us to believe for 18 
days that these boys might still be alive? 
Why not have us �nd out right away that 
the three boys were killed on the way home 
from school?  Because then, it would have 
been an unfortunate story where we heard 
that three boys were killed on the way 
home from school. We would say B’DE, be 
sad for a bit and that’s it. But we believed for 
18 DAYS that they might still be alive. We 
believed that there was hope in retrieving 
them. We davened with more kavana, we 
took upon Shabbos earlier, we lit candles 
for them, people who would never have 
spoken to each other united in their te�llos. 
Many took upon themselves extra learning, 
tzedakah and so much more. �e achdus
that B’nei Yisroel has displayed these past 
few weeks was beyond comprehension. So 
please, take solace in the fact that these 
boys did not die in vain. �ey have brought 
an immeasurable amount of Kedusha and 
unity to this world. Hashem will punish 
the perpetrators. We have to continue to 
pray for their Neshamos and continue to 
be B’achdus and continue to grow in our 
yiddishkeit.  Let this not just be a response 
to a tragic event. Let this be the start of a 
growth process that will bring bnei Yisroel 
closer to moshiach so that a tragedy like 
this never happens again. 

I will continue to keep what I took upon 
myself during this past week, Beli Neder.  
Hashem is sending us messages. It is up to 
us to see and hear them.

 Shloime Dachs

Soldiers in Israel
If anyone is wondering what can we do 

here in America while Am Yisroel is under 
attack??

Here in America we are all going on 
with our daily routines. Here is something 
we can do!!!  �ere is a group, �e Shmira 
Project, that will give you the name of one 
of the IDF soldiers currently �ghting, and 
he or she becomes your soldier to pray for, 
do mitzvahs in the merit of, etc.   

Please go to their site and get a name 
today! http://shmiraproject.com/en-us/
signup.aspx

Put your soldier’s name beside your 
Shabbat candles, give Tzedakah in the sol-
diers name and Daven.

Tell your kids that the family has a sol-
dier to pray for. Give your solider a blessing 
when you bless your own children tonight. 
Do mitzvahs in their zechus. �ink of them 
o�en.

Please forward to everyone you know. 
We should all be doing this (it is the least 
we can do).

Am Yisroel Chai!!

Muslim Mentality 
I was instrumental in establishing the 

“Israeli National Skin Bank”, which is the 
largest in the world. �e National Skin 
Bank stores skin for every day needs as well 
as for war time or mass casualty situations.

�is skin bank is hosted at the Hadas-
sah Ein Kerem University hospital in Jeru-
salem where I was the Chairman of plastic 
surgery. �is is how I was asked to supply 
skin for an Arab woman from Gaza, who 
was hospitalized in Soroka Hospital in 
Beersheva, a�er her family burned her.

Usually, such atrocities happen among 
Arab families when the women are sus-
pected of improprieties.

We supplied all the needed Homogra�s 
for her treatment. She was successfully 
treated by my friend and colleague, Prof. 
Lior Rosenberg and discharged to return 
to Gaza.

She was invited for regular follow-up 
visits to the outpatient clinic in Beersheva.

One day she was caught at a border 
crossing wearing a suicide belt. She meant 
to explode herself in the outpatient clinic of 
the hospital where they saved her life.

It seems that her family promised her 
that if she did that, they would forgive her.

�is is only one example of the war 
between Jews and Muslims in the Land of 
Israel. It is not a territorial con�ict. �is is 
a civilizational con�ict, or rather a war be-
tween civilization and barbarism.

I have never written before asking ev-
eryone to please forward onwards so that 
as many as possible can understand radical 
Islam and what awaits the world if it is not 
stopped.

Dr. Arieh Eldad
An M.D. at Hadassah Hospital in Israel

Syag L’Chachma Shtika!
My Rebbe says that Chazal tells us to 

be Mfashfesh B’massav- Introspection into 
your own deeds not yenem. It doesn’t say 
Mfashfesh B’masav Shel Acherim. When 
you point a �nger at someone-3 �ngers 
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point back at you. Of course, we have to 
work on ourselves. �e Rambam says that 
when there’s a tzarah, then C”V to treat it 
like a coincidence. However, instead of re-
moving the guilt from yourself and blame 
everyone else-BLAME YOURSELF! �at’s 
right you heard me-Tzniyos Lashan Hara, 
Sinos Chinom Talking in Shul, Look into 
the Mirror! We are now in the 3 weeks 
heading for the 9 days and Tishaa B’Av. Let 
us try think before we speak [or write] not 
to hurt anyone with our words or actions. 
�e Chazon Ish was asked what is the most 
important thing that one can-do in life to 
be Koneh Olam Haba. He answered to go 
an entire life and NOT BE METZAYER 
ANOTHER YID!      

�e Brisker Rav once told Rav Amrom 
Blau not to start up with the Israeli Police 
by the hafgonos because you can be con-
sidered a Rodef! �e same goes for sure for 
those who were foolish enough to take mat-
ters into their own hands and kill an Arab 
youth. �ey are all RODFIM! �ey are 
causing the Arabs to C”V take revenge on 
innocent Yidden. If any Jew R”L gets hurt 
as a result then innocent blood is on their 
hands.  Who is their Daas Torah? Even 
L’havdil Pinchos Hakohen �rst asked Moshe 
Rabbeinu before carrying out his action. 
�ey acted out with their emotions and 
not with their SECHEL. �ey made worse 
the already dangerous and tense situation 
in Eretz Yisroel. �ey used the weapons of 
Esav and Yishmael-RETZICHA! Hakol Kol 
Yaakov Vhayadayim Ydei Esav-Yishmoel 
Pereh Adam.  I know someone who was 
once driving around the Lakewood Rosh 
Hayeshiva, Horav Ahron Kotler ZT”L, 
when a non-Jew ran out into the street in 
front of his car. As he slammed down on 
the brakes and made a short stop to avoid 
hitting the boy, he frustratingly muttered 
under his breath; “luz an anderer dich der 
hargening!” He then heard Rav Ahron 
quoting a gemara and learning out loud the 
sugya of Asur Bharigas Akim!   [L’havdil]          

“Shuv M’cahron Apecha V’hinochem 
al Hara L’Amecha!”            

Rabbi Leib Louis

Shiva Visit in Israel
Rabbi Shay Schachter, Assistant Rabbi of 
the White Shul, in Far Rockaway, NY trav-
elled to Israel on behalf of his shul to be me-
nachem avel the parents and families of the 
three teens who were murdered in Israel.  
�e FJJ presents the letter he sent upon his 
return:

I honestly do not know where to start.
Driving to the airport on Wednesday 

a�ernoon, I was �lled with sadness and in-
credibly broken spirits. I have never been 
so sad to be visiting Eretz Yisrael in my life.

I was feeling uncomfortable on so many 
di�erent levels; will my presence be of any 
signi�cance or meaning to these most be-
loved families? Will they just look at me as 
yet another representative, from just anoth-
er organization, who is “paying his dues” 
by passing through their grieving home? 
Will I even have a chance to explain where 
I come from, that I have come to mourn 
with them, and convey some of our collec-

tive thoughts and feelings of their brothers 
and sisters in America?

But a�er all, I was chosen as our “shl-
iach tzibbur”, to deliver a piece of our heart 
to the Shaer, Frankel and Yifrach families 
respectively; so the answer had to be to go, 
and to make the very best of this most un-
fortunate trip.

Getting stuck on the JFK runway for 
close to two hours, I said to myself; this 
special trip is starting o� drastically di�er-
ently than I had expected. I was meant to 
land at 12 PM in Tel Aviv, go directly from 
the airport to meet up with Rabbi Weinreb 
from the OU, and visit the families; and 
this plane delay would now throw o� the 
entire Israel arrangement.

But boy was I mistaken. �is was a trip 
that will be etched in my mind for all pos-
terity. It was the most inspiring and up-
li�ing trip I could have ever made, and I 
simply have to share my feelings with the 
tzibbur, who felt the grave importance of 
sending a shul representative.

In the middle of our �ight, the steward-
ess began to speak with me, and we got into 
a very pleasant conversation. She then in-
quired when I was planning to return back 
to the States, and I said I would only be stay-
ing until a�er Shabbos, and I would then be 
returning home. She said “just four days? 
What kind of trip is that?” And I proceeded 
to tell her that I was sent by our shul to visit 
the three respective families, to deliver our 
beautiful letters, and to let them know that 
the a�ection of their beloved brothers and 
sisters in America, knows no bounds.

She immediately began to cry uncon-
trollably, and said, this Kehillah of yours is 
something unique and something incred-
ibly special. For you to get on the �ight is 
no big deal; but this speaks volumes about 
your Kehillah, that this is what they feel is 
important. �is is where their hearts are, 
and this is what is occupying their minds – 
how incredible!

So the stewardess proceeds to make an 
announcement in tears, to a plane �lled 
almost to capacity with Birthright groups; 
“Rabotai! We have on our plane, a shliach 
Mitzvah! Come meet a Rabbi who was sent 
by his Kehillah to perform the great mitz-
vah of nichum aveilim, for those whom they 
feel are their own brothers and sisters! Our 
plane is safe because we have a shliach mitz-
vah on board with us!”

�is led to a whole pandemonium, and 
a�er I �nally got to sit down again, the 
young man next to me informs me that he 
is 26 years old, from Seattle Washington; 
he works in a national zoo, and is going to 
Israel for his �rst time.

He then proceeds to tell me that he 
was so inspired by our Kehillah, and that 
he would like to borrow my Tallis to do a 
mitzvah that he has not done since his Bar 
Mitzvah celebration (at age 16) in memory 
of the three precious neshamos.

I gladly gave him my tallis and then pro-
ceeded to ask him if he knew how to recite 
a bracha. He said “sure I do”, and went on 
to take out a small piece of paper from his 
pocket, and recited the “Te�llas Haderech”. 
�is was the one and only Hebrew bracha 
that he was familiar with, so he decided to 
recite it as well on the Tallis.

He then asked to borrow my Te�llin as 
well, which was followed by a long conver-
sation with the other members of the plane, 
who were all taking pictures of this highly 
unusual scene.

But that wasn’t it; a�er a few minutes he 
turns to me and says “Rabbi, I am so in-
spired, but in Seattle Washington we don’t 
have these boxes. But I want to continue to 
do something special for these three pre-
cious souls, even a�er I return home. So 
what would you suggest I do?”

I was in complete shock, and over-
whelmed with emotion, so the Satmar 
Chassid in the next row turns to this tat-
tooed and pierced young man and says, 
“Sweet Jew, if you promise me you will try 
and wear these Te�llin each and every day, 
I promise I will have a pair sent by FedEx 
to your home in Seattle, Washington by the 
time you get back from Israel!” �ey then 
exchanged phone numbers and informa-
tion, and the deal was done.

Now I ask you, is Klal Yisrael anything 
short of amazing and absolutely incredible? 
Look what our Kehillah alone has already 
accomplished! I almost felt like taking the 
next �ight home, and calling this trip the 
greatest success I could have ever imagined!

But things only continued to became 
more and more meaningful as the day went 
on.

I landed in Eretz Yisrael over two hours 
late, and had already missed two out of the 
three homes that the OU was planning to 
visit.

So I met them on the way to the Shaer 
home which is located in Talmon, a neigh-
borhood of 280 families, which is sur-
rounded on all sides by Arab Villages.

We arrived there at 3:30, and were told 
by the Policemen, that the family was rest-
ing until 5:30. So the OU van decided to 
leave, but I chose to stay and wait it out.

So there I was, alone, in a far �ung Yi-
shuv that I have never heard of, drenched 
with sweat, with not a living person in 
sight, in any direction.

I begin to walk around looking for a 
Beis Midrash, and a�er about a minute, a 
woman walks out of the Shaer residence, 
and I sheepishly asked her, “By chance, do 
you speak English”? And she says, “Yes, I 
am from the States, but I live in Talmon 
for over 20 years. How can I help you?”  I 
said, “Well, I just came from the airport, I 
haven’t eaten or drank anything, as I had 
a last minute �ight, and they would not 
provide me with food on the plane, and I 
am feeling very disoriented…” She then 
invited me into her home, quickly served 
me a beautiful platter of fresh fruit; gave 
me a tour of the local shul and mikvah, 
acquainted me to the local shomrim and 
Chayallim, and proceeded to introduce me 
to many of the local families on the Shaer’s 
block as well.

One a�er the other, families began to 
break down crying, as they heard that a 
guest had arrived from America to share in 
their pain.

But I watched as these incredible fami-
lies, walked up and down the streets with 
bottles of water, delicious cake platters, 
freshly diced fruit, tuna and egg sandwich-
es, and everything else you can possibly 

imagine; o�ering the crowd that was begin-
ning to form outside of the Shaer residence. 
�eir outpouring of love was quite over-
whelming to watch, and it is something 
that is so hard for me to properly express 
in words.

Signs were posted by a table at the en-
trance to the door, asking all visitors to 
write down what services they might be able 
to o�er the family in the coming months, 
and when they would be available to render 
them. A plumber wrote that he has o� on 
Wednesday’s and would be happy to help 
them should they ever need. A therapist 
wrote that any day a�er hours they could 
feel free to use her services. A young teen-
age girl from Beit Shemesh wrote that she 
has the summer o�, and would be happy 
to entertain anyone in the Yishuv who was 
busy caring for the Shaer’s during this trag-
edy, and the list went on and on and on.

Politicians began to gather and many 
people could be seen waiting for the Shaer’s 
to reopen their doors. Fellow school friends 
of Gilad began to recount stories of his 
youthful personality, but a�er just a few 
minutes, Mr. and Mrs. Shaer asked that 
people please make way for the Kehillah 
who has sent someone all the way from 
America to visit, “we want to hear from 
him; his visit means the most to us right 
now; though we may be closer to many of 
you sitting in the room”.

I then received the most warm, gra-
cious, gentle, and highly emotional em-
brace from Mr. Shaer, who was completely 
overcome with shock by our shul’s gesture.

�e room grew silent and we began to 
speak with one another; I then proceeded 
to present the letters from our shul, which 
threw the room into a complete hysteria, 
and Mrs. Bat Galim Shaer began to speak 
with me about her feelings of love for our 
Kehillah.

Although there were numerous signs 
posted, that no pictures be taken at the 
shiva house, Bat Galim encouraged her 
friends and relatives, to take pictures and 
share them with both her family and our 
Kehillah, so they would remember, and 
that we would be able to see how much this 
special visit meant to them.

Surprisingly, she then proceeded to 
personally address our wonderful shul 
on video as well, and asked her friends to 
share her personal message with our shul 
via email before Shabbos; so we could all 
appreciate the Shaer family’s tremendous 
appreciation, love and incredible sense of 
strength that they felt by our gesture.

I then traveled to Nof Ayalon to visit the 
Frankel family. I got to speak very person-
ally with both Mr. and Mrs. Frankel, and 
they too were overwhelmed with our sense 
of connection and achrayus to Am Yisrael 
and its terrible tragedies.

Mrs. Frankel then said, “Rabbi, it is not 
only you who feel it for us, you don’t even 
know how deeply I personally feel a con-
nection to your shul. �e Torah that you 
teach in �e White Shul, I know you don’t 
know, but I follow and listen to the shiurim 
on YUTorah, and I can’t tell you how spe-
cial it is, that one of my personal Rabbeim 
has come from abroad to share this di�cult 
time with me”.
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Mrs. Frankel then told me that when 
Ambassador Dan Shapiro, came to speak 
with her last week about the continued 
mission to rescue her son, he said, “for an 
American citizen, nothing will stop us”. To 
which she responded, “It makes no di�er-
ence if my son is American or Israeli. If all 
three are not being equally emphasized, 
then I want none of them back. Klal Yisrael 
is Klal Yisrael!”

Being more familiar with America and 
the English language, the Frenkel’s spent 
time reading the package of letters that 
were presented, and found many of them 
to be incredibly heartwarming.

And finally I visited the home the 
Yifrach’s in Elad. A complete mob scene, 
I was brought directly to meet with Mr. 
Yifrach who stood up in the overly crowded 
tent, and tightly hugged, kissed and cried 
on my shoulder. He asked that our Shul 
consider joining their family when they 
make their next Simcha, so we not only 
connect with this special family under 
these circumstances, and that we always 
remember that life is usually, supposed to 
be �lled with, and revolve around “Simchat 
hachayim”.

I was then brought to meet with Mrs. 
Yifrach who was inside the house, and she 
asked that I share her personal wish with our 
shul. On Erev Shabbos, at 19:00 p.m. Israel 
Time, there will be close to one million Jews 
around the world, participating in a Regah 
Shel Chessed. �roughout Eretz Yisrael and 
various communities, people will be setting 
aside sums of money for tzeddakah, in the 
memory of the three precious kedoshim, the 
three pure and untainted souls. She begged 
that our Shul sincerely commit to join this 
meaningful campaign, and asked that when 
setting aside these monies we recite Gedo-
lah Tzeddakah Shemekareves Es Hageulah.

She begged that her beloved brothers 
and sisters join with her as well going for-
ward, to make this worldwide campaign of 
chessed, a most successful and life changing 
one, in memory of Na�ali, Eyal and Gilad.

What more is possibly le� to say other 
than Mi Ke’amcho Yisroel on so many in-
credibly beautiful levels.  Mi Ke’amcho Yis-
roel, who feel such a strong bond and con-
nection with one another.  Mi Ke’amcho 
Yisroel who stay committed and so incred-
ibly strong at times of utter and complete 
devastation. Mi Ke’amcho Yisroel who are 
willing to bat for one another at any cost, 
and are so overwhelmingly kind to those 
whom they have never, and perhaps will 
never, meet!  Mi Ke’amcho Yisroel who have 
families the likes of the Frankel’s, Yifrach’s 
and Shaer’s; families who talk about their 
most beloved Father in heaven who is so 
deeply rooted in their respective hearts, 
minds and souls.  Mi Ke’amcho Yisroel 
who will pledge to join together to make our 
world a more meaningful and wholesome 
place to be.

I say a personal thank you to the most 
incredible Kehillah that I feel blessed to be 
a part of, for your abounding love and care 
for every single last member of Klal Yisrael. 
Our Rabbi, Rabbi Eytan Feiner has taught 
us all in so many di�erent ways, to appreci-
ate and value the contributions of each and 

every member of our own tzibbur and of 
Klal Yisrael in general. �is gesture was yet 
another incredible display of how success-
ful our Rav shlit”a has been in educating us 
all, to be from the most sensitive, most lov-
ing, most caring, and most compassionate 
Kehillah.

May Klal Yisrael know no more suf-
fering, and may the coming weeks and 
months only bring besuros tovos, yeshuos 
v’nechomos, beviyas go’al tzeddek, b’mheirah 
veyomeinu omein, v’omein.

Berichuk Mokom U’mekiruv Halev,
Rabbi Shay Schachter

In G-d We Trust
Dear World,
 You may have looked at us in a scornful 
way
 Teasing, Blaming, Slandering, Accusing,
Making sure will we not be okay
But guess what
We’re still here today
Sure you would make a degrading look
 If you saw them wearing their tzitzit and 
yarmulkes
With their heads held up high
 In their �ne black and white Shabbat 
clothing
 Of course you’ll look at them with con-
tempt
 Because you don’t like what they’re do-
ing
 Well it’s all because of their holy belief 
that keeps them prospering and grow-
ing
Because you see
 �ere’s one thing you can’t take away 
from us
And that is
OUR PRIDE
In G-d We Trust

Dear World,
 You may have made us gone through 
Inquisitions,
Crusades, Holocausts, Roman Wars, 
And in embarrassing positions 
 Where we all had to leave our families 
and loved ones behind 
By making fateful decisions
You may have blown us up
To wipe us all
 Leaving us frantic, crying, mourning, 
eulogizing, and praying
 But instead leading yourselves to your 
own downfall
Because we are still sturdy and praying
At the Western Wall
Because we got up and refused to fall
Because you see
 �ere’s one thing you can’t take away 
from us
And that is
OUR HOPE

Dear World,
You may have killed most of us
If we did not convert
Back in Rome, Greece, Spain,
 France, Holland, Portugal, and Morocco
And how all of this was a huge Pain

Because if we wouldn’t have converted
Most of us would have burn
On a long big wooden stake

In front of everyone
Leading us to our own fate
And not abandoning our Jewish fate
Was not a mistake
For it was our souls that G-d would take
 And keep them close to him as his 
prized keepsake
Because you see
 �ere’s one thing you can’t take away 
from us
And that is
OUR FAITH

Dear World,
 You may have made us gone through 
tough days, months, decades,
Jubilees, centuries, and years,
trying to annihilate us
But we’re still here
Each and every one of us
 It’s something that you menaces should 
fear 
 Because it’s impossible to “wipe us out 
from the map”
Have we made ourselves clear?

 You may have forced us to build the Ro-
man Coliseum
 And have one of you carry yourselves 
out to Belgium
 And then slay a married couple at a Jew-
ish Museum 
 Oh, and likewise the same for the 
Chabad emissaries in India
 And ostracize one as spies whether in 
Cuba, America, or Bolivia 
 Or rampaged us at a day school in Tou-
louse 
Yet from the media- no noise?
What about our 3 boys?
�e lives they claim?
Have you have no shame?

And So Dear World 
And Dear President Obama
While you are still tacit in this drama  
 And refuse to acknowledge this as a 
World trauma 
And as a nation in Shiva 
 Where the boys are absent from their 
Aba’s and Ima’s 
We would like to remind you
 Out of the pain from a uni�ed nation 
where we grew
 Eighteen days for Gilad Shaar, Eyal 
Yifrach, and Na�ali Frankel 
Where you deliberately did not handle
Just gave a few words
 Where you were instead supposed to be 
making an example 
 �at we did not forget what you may 
have forgotten 
 Where the phrase on every penny, dollar 
bill, has been misbegotten 
 And from these past tribulations we will 
epitomize everyone this as a must
 As a growing nation we would like to 
exemplify you the real cost
 And here is something you will never 
take away from us
And we feel is just.
In G-d We Trust

Being a Mensch
To the 20 year old young man who was 

in a quandary as to what is the correct 

thing to do - Should I or should I not o�er 
this young lady my umbrella and walk her 
home? We are constantly being challenged 
by Hashem and have choices to make. A lot 
of times it’s choosing between Right and 
“right” and it takes a lot of thought, seri-
ous thought, to know what is really right. 
In your situation, you did the right thing by 
not getting involved with this young lady. 
Being a mensch is �rst and foremost - am 
I a mensch in the eyes of Hashem? Nowa-
days, especially when the fences are being 
broken down, and the yetzer hara is leading 
us to do all kinds of wrong things, we have 
to uphold the holiness of Klal Yisroel. For 
you to have such a question shows you are a 
ben Torah and want to do what is right. You 
should continue to grow and be an inspira-
tion, do what is right in Hashem’s eyes and 
in turn in the eyes of His people (see Mich-
tav M’eliyahu page 52 and on)   

N.P.

Loneliness
I stand bent. Shoulders stooped. Years 

of conditioning. Watching the scenery.  No 
longer hoping, wanting or expecting.  Ac-
cepting that your lives (collectively —as 
in plural) can never be even remotely part 
of mine. For many years I tried.  But even 
if you glanced in my direction, your eyes 
were blank. Haven't you seen me around for 
some thirty years? My e�orts were stronger 
in years past! A beat in my heart. Always 
anticipating to �nally break through. Do 
you even have an idea of what it would have 
meant to me to be greeted? To be invited 
to share a place at the table. �e weddings, 
Bar Mitzvahs, engagements, and school 
dinners. �e �owers were magni�cent. �e 
décor even more so. Glistening and spar-
kling. Just like my salty tears.  You all �t in. 
Interlocking pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. I am 
that piece that is missing. Lost somewhere. 
Gathering dust. How did you all build a wall 
so strong?  So secure.  So unwelcoming to 
someone who doesn't look the part.  A for-
eign entity in the well written and produced 
manuscript.

Recently, I strengthened my resolve to 
go at it again. As we drove to the wedding, 
I couldn’t bring myself to go into the hall. 
When you have been ignored long enough, 
you truly begin to believe that you are invis-
ible. I sat watching the comings and goings 
from the security of my car. It didn’t hurt as 
much and I was able to tell my children that 
I did go this time and who was there. �ey 
were thrilled.  I’m always happy when invi-
tations arrive at the house. I leave them out 
casually on the dining room table. I never 
let on that our name appears on class lists, 
and invitations are automatically mailed 
when a Simcha is made. �e shadow over 
my heart has become indelible.

 Anonymous – An Appropriate Signature
P.S. A�er reading this letter, you might 

be wondering, “Who is she?” Don’t try 
too hard to guess.  My family loves me.  I 
work and contribute in my �eld of exper-
tise.  You would not associate my being with 
this written letter.  I’ve learned to mask the 
loneliness.

Electrical Safety
CONTINUED ON PAGE 63
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Today’s news R”L about a fireman 
whose life was lost while trying once again 
to do his job made me feel I had to respond, 
and urge our Chevra to stop playing games.  
I have been involved in construction and 
building maintenance for half a century, 
retired, so I speak with both knowledge of 
the matters, and no ax to grind.  

First of all, there is no reason for much 
of the ignorance that the public insists on 
perpetuating.   Some common knowledge 
should be like Alef-Bais.  It may be tempting 
to buy a cheap extension cord; some even 
are labelled 15A but if you look closely, it is 
only the male and female plugs which are 
rated.  �e actual wire may be designed to 
carry no more than 7 amps. And even that 
is reduced for a long run.  Surge suppres-
sors and outlet strips may be heavy enough 
to carry 15 amps, but just because there are 
6 or 8 receptacles does not mean you can 
load it up.   I know heavy duty wires cost 
more and are heavier to carry, but when 
needed, they do the job more safely.  

�e rule of thumb we always used, was 
to limit electrical loads to 80% of rated ca-
pacity.  In other words, if you are in an old-
er house where the (fuse or) circuit breaker 
is rated 15 amps, the full time load should 
be no more than 12 amps. If you don’t have 
an amp listed, �gure one amp for every 100 
watts. Changing the circuit breaker for a 
20 amp is not the answer.  Most old houses 
used wire which could barely handle 15 
amps!   Apartment houses which used to, 
and maybe some still do, include electric-
ity in the rent are not likely to have enough 
outlets, circuits or capacity for all of todays’ 
appliances.  It would be a good investment 
to have an electrician look over your place.

A frequent problem occurs Erev Shab-
bos - especially with having company, or 
in the bungalow colonies. �e heavy duty 
blow-dryers take 15 to 17 amps. Not only 
can most outlets not take the strain; it gets 
worse when several are used simultane-
ously.   I have seen bungalow colonies go 
dark minutes before Licht Bentshen, be-
cause 10 or more blow-dryers were used all 
over. No one bungalow was overloaded, but 
the total was more than the colony’s total 
supply. Getting the girls to understand that 
they can’t wait till the last minute, and have 
to coordinate with their friends.... suddenly 
we hear about Tznius.

It seems only right to raise another is-
sue - the Fire Department are your friends.  
Annual inspections of large buildings and 
occasional inspections of other places are 
intended to make your life safer, and also 
make it safer for the �reman who responds 
to a call a�er you ran out because of smoke 
or �re.  �ey are not looking to be “paid o�” 
- they won’t take it. What amount would 
you want to risk your life?  

I hope I have made enough people aware 
so we don’t Chalilah have more news like 
we had this week. Even if someone has to 
settle for less than totally-air conditioned 
space.

Aryeh Cohen

Illegal Posters
When will “our community” stop this 

annoying practice of hanging posters all 

over Flatbush announcing various events 
or “heeding the call of our Gedolim” , the 
latest being how women dress.

Hanging posters on city property is:
1. illegal
2. annoying
3. cause visual pollution
4. cause sanitation pollution when they 

litter the streets
5. cause our neighbors to further de-

monize Jews “what are they doing now?” 
and �nally THEY ACCOMPLISH NOTH-
ING!!!

�ere seems to be a disconnect be-
tween what we try to be and what we ac-
tually practice. For example, how is it OK 
to posterize the various readings of the 
Asseres Hadibros through the illegal prac-
tices? Doesn’t one cancel out the other? Is it 
ok to double park to catch Maariv?

Here’s an idea....use publications like 
the FJJ to advertise your: meeting, Chinese 
auction, camp, women’s wear, t�los, tehil-
im, whatever... and leave the light poles and 
sides of buildings alone.

M. Scharf

Zionist
I would like to respond to Yehudah 

Leib who took exception to several letters 
written in to criticize Mr. Cohen’s “coura-
geous opinion” that o�ended 25% of the 
community. (BTW is Mr. Cohen a statisti-
cian? Where did he get this 25% from? Did 
he take a survey of the community, or are 
we all “hypocrites” for questioning him, 
Yehuda Leib?

And while I’m at it, it is interesting to 
note that you bash YS for being afraid to 
sign his name, yet you so courageously give 
us yours, YEHUDAH LEIB, .....Wow..... 
that really makes sense. Incidentally, I 
just checked with our statistician Mr. Co-
hen, and there are 274 Yehudah Leib’s in 
the greater Flatbush area...so I’m sure it is 
fairly easy to �gure out who you really are.

�ere’s no need to get cynical about a 
Heimishe Yid who joined the Israeli army 
in the belief that he could truly make a dif-
ference so that Yidden could live and prac-
tice their religion freely. It is akin to having 
American troops �ght in Iraq or Afghani-
stan in order to preserve our freedom here 
in the United States...did you ever question 
what �ghting in a faraway land has to do 
with American freedoms, or is it just Israel 
bashing that makes you feel good?

Insofar as to the veracity of the letter, 
it is your choice to believe what you wish, 
but there is a person who davens in my shul 
who has gone through exactly what I’ve de-
scribed in my previous letter.

You may consider my letter “dim”, 
but your reaction is pathetic and insult-
ing. Rather than signing your letter “With 
Ahavas Yisroel” you should have signed it 
“With Ahavath Yehudah Leib.”

Yecheskel Shmiel (YS)

Should I Be Insulted?
A gentleman named Yehuda Leib wrote 

in last week critical of three letters that ap-
peared in the July 12th issue which in turn 
had criticized a letter signed by Isaac D. 
Cohen in the May 29th issue.  Mr. Cohen, 
if you recall, was rather livid over the ap-
parently Zionistic predilections of the Flat-

bush Jewish Journal.  His letter prompted 
quite an outcry the week a�er it appeared, 
which included the aforementioned three 
letters, and also a letter from Yours Truly.  
Yet somehow Yehuda Leib omitted my let-
ter from his letter and if I have to type the 
word letter one more time I’ll scream (that 
makes eight times so far)! 

Was this just an oversight on his part?  
If it was, then I guess I’ll have to forgive 
him.  But if he indeed le� me out of his 
totally illogical letter intentionally, I’d be 
crushed.  Why would he do that to li’l ol’ 
me?  Is he afraid to tangle with me?  Moi?  
I’m a pussycat.  Especially if I suspect that 
the guy is reasonably bright, which I think 
he is.  For example, the June 19th issue had 
a rather lengthy, scholarly letter from Ste-
phen Plaut de�ning Zionism…um…schol-
arly-ly.  I didn’t want to go near that one 
with a ten foot Pole, because I knew that in 
his response he’d make mincemeat of my 
little pea brain.  

But somehow I’m not as intimidated of 
Yehuda Leib as I was of Stephen Plaut.  Part 
of it is the content of their correspondences 
(I was not gonna write “letter” again!) 

Back to Yehuda Leib.  Even though he 
didn’t pick on me, I need to clear a few 
things up.  First, he questions the “verac-
ity” of a letter signed by “Y.S.” about a “hei-
mishe yid” who was a Holocaust Survivor 
that was upset by the original anti-Zionist 
diatribe (nothing to do with a bunch of In-
dians trying to lose weight) by Isaac D. Co-
hen.  �en he takes Je�rey Wallach to task, 
implying that he’s a hypocrite because he 
considers himself staunchly pro-Zionist 
and yet lives in Chutz La’Aretz.  Finally, he 
mocks Anna Stein for telling Mr. Cohen, 
that he should “…make Aliyah…to Syria or 
the Neturei Karta.”  

Okay, chief, let’s take these ludicrous 
points one at a time.  First of all, did it even 
occur to you that the letter signed by Y.S. 
was referring to the same “heimishe yid” 
that I referenced in my letter that week by 
name?  I happen to know exactly who Y.S. 
is and also that he was talking about Mr. 
Alex Hoch.  Mr. Hoch, a man who survived 
numerous Nazi concentration camps, was 
so dismayed about Mr. Cohen’s letter that 
he asked both Y.S. and me to write rebuttal 
letters.  Next, I’d like to point out that Ms. 
Stein was obviously referring to Mr. Cohen 
joining the Neturei Karta (hence the word 
“the” at the beginning), not “residing” in 
Neturei Karta so your making fun of her 
was nothing more than a cheap shot.  And 
lastly, the overriding premise of your let-
ter is that if you consider yourself a Zion-
ist and live in the Diaspora, then you are, 
by de�nition, a hypocrite.  In the famous 
words of Grouch Marx, “that’s the most ri-
diculous thing I ever hoid!”  If one were to 
use that skewed reasoning, then it would 
follow that any expatriate no longer feels 
allegiance or a deep connection and a�ec-
tion for his homeland, which, of course, 
is a laughable conclusion.  Furthermore, 
who are you to judge why people settle 
where they settle?  Personally, I would love 
to make Aliyah.  My parents are gone, my 
kids are grown, and I’m retired.  �ere is 
absolutely nothing holding me back.  Ex-
cept my pulmonologist.  Yes, there are 

lung specialists in Eretz Yisroel, but are 
there any as good as the ones in Columbia 
Presbyterian or Mount Sinai?  Dr.  Louis 
DePalo has kept me alive for the past four 
years and he doesn’t want me traveling too 
far away, even for vacation.  My friend, 
there are Zionists around the globe who 
each have their own reason for being where 
they are.

Finally, you ask “…how [Flatbush resi-
dents] reconcile their unrequited love and 
support for the State of Israel with the fact 
that it was conceived, founded and con-
tinues to be controlled by Apikorsim.”  I 
obviously can’t speak for anyone else, but 
I do not think of Zionism by its techni-
cal de�nition; my Zionism is a deep seat-
ed love of Eretz Yisroel, period.  I get o� 
the plane and I feel like I’m home.  I go 
to the Kosel and I feel the sh’china rest-
ing on my shoulders.  I don’t give two 
hoots who “founded” Eretz Hakadosha in 
modern times.  As far as I’m concerned, 
it was founded by the Ribono Shel Olam 
thousands of years ago.  �e modern day 
State of Israel was founded as a haven 
for all the Alex Hochs of the world who 
had nowhere else to go.  And if Mr. Hoch 
and others like him saw �t to leave a�er a 
while, that, sir, is none of your business.  
Don’t go around disparaging people with 
numbers on their arms and more pain 
and angst and horror in their little pinkie 
than you’ll ever know in 1000 lifetimes.  

With Ahavas Yisroel,
Rocky Zweig

Hakaras Hatov to a True Askan
Question: You have a pothole, street-

light, or tra�c light that needs repair;
You’ve called 311 and it has not been �xed;
Who do you call?
�e Mayor? Wrong.
Your Assemblyman? Wrong.
Your Senator? Wrong.
Your Councilman?  Wrong.
�e District Manager at the Commu-

nity Board: BINGO
It is the O�ce of the Community Board 

that under the New York City Charter 
serves as the legal liaison between citizens 
and city government. The Community 
Board is comprised of local residents who 
are appointed by the Borough President.

�e Senior member at Brooklyn Com-
munity Board 12 (which covers Boro Park 
and part of Flatbush)  has been Doctor 
Stanley Sussman, a well know member of 
the Boro Park Community. Aside from 
serving on the Board, he has also served as 
President of Shomrei Emunah. Consider-
ing Dr. Sussman’s busy dental practice, it is 
hard to understand how he �nds the time.

Upon his retiring from the Board, it is 
most appropriate that we express appreci-
ation to Dr. Sussman, for all the work that 
has done on behalf of the Community.

Aaron Tyk, Esq.
Member, Community Board 12 
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A Lesson From The Gaza War: Body Counts Are Hamas Propaganda
Moshe Phillips and Benyamin Korn

News media coverage of the Gaza 
war increasingly is focusing on the body 
count.

It’s an easy way to make Israel look 
bad. And it tends to obscure who is the 
real aggressor in this con�ict, and who is 
the real victim.

Each day, journalists report an ever-
higher number of Gazans who have been 
killed, comparing it to the number of Is-
raeli fatalities, which is still, thank G-d, 
very minimal. �is kind of simplistic re-
porting creates a sympathetic portrayal 
of the Palestinians, who are shown to 
be genuinely su�ering, while the Israeli 
public just seems a little scared.

But there are important reasons why 
there are so many more Palestinian casu-
alties than Israeli casualties.

�e �rst is that the Israeli government 
has built bomb shelters for its citizens, so 
they have places to hide when the Pales-
tinians �re missiles at them.  By contrast, 
the Hamas regime in Gaza refuses to 
build shelters for the general population, 
and prefers to spend its money buying 
and making more missiles.

It’s not merely that Hamas has no re-
gard for the lives of its own citizens. But 
even worse: Hamas deliberately places its 
civilians in the line of �re, in the expec-
tation that Palestinian civilian casualties 
will generate international sympathy. 

On July 10, the Hamas Ministry of the 
Interior issued an o�cial instruction to 
the public to remain in their apartments, 
and “and not heed these message from 
Israel” that their apartment buildings are 
about to be bombed. 

A New York Times report on July 
11 described in sympathetic detail how 
seven Gazans were killed, and many oth-
ers wounded, in an Israeli strike despite 
multiple advance warnings by Israel to 
vacate the premises. In the 18th para-
graph of the 21-paragraph feature, the 
Times noted, in passing: “A member of 
the family said earlier that neighbors had 
come to ‘form a human shield.’"

Isn’t that outrageous? Israel volun-
tarily gives up the advantage of surprise 
in order to warn Palestinian civil  ians 
and save their lives. Hamas responds 
by trying to ensure that Palestinian ci-
vilians get killed. And the international 

community chastises Israel for the Pal-
estinian fatalities!

Another reason there are so many 
more Palestinian casualties is that Hamas 
deliberately places its missile-launchers 
and arms depots in and around civilian 
neighborhoods. Hamas hopes that Israel 
will be reluctant to strike such targets 
because of the possibility of hitting civil-
ians. Hezbollah does the same thing in 
southern Lebanon. �is is by now an old 
Arab terrorist tactic, going back more 
than three decades.

“One must understand how our en-
emy operates,” Prime Minister Netan-
yahu pointed out at the most recent cabi-
net meeting. “Who hides in mosques? 
Hamas. 

Who puts arsenals under hospitals? 
Hamas. Who puts command centers 
in residences or near kindergartens? 
Hamas. Hamas is using the residents of 
Gaza as human shields and it is bringing 
disaster to the civilians of Gaza; there-
fore, for any attack on Gaza civilians, 
which we regret, Hamas and its partners 
bear sole responsibility.”

�e �nal reason the Palestinian ca-
sualty toll is higher than that of Israel is 
that Israel has a superior army, and it’s 
winning this war. �ose who win wars 
almost always have fewer casualties than 
those who are defeated. In Israel’s case, 
that’s a good thing. Israel need not feel 
guilty or defensive about winning. It’s a 
lot better than losing, as the Jewish peo-
ple have learned from centuries of bitter 
experience as helpless victims.

Anyone with knowledge of history 
can appreciate how misleading casualty 
statistics can be. In World War II, the 
United States su�ered about 360,000 mil-
itary deaths. �e Germans lost 3.2-mil-
lion soldiers and 3.6-million civilians. 
Does that mean America was the ag-
gressor, and Germany the victim?  Japan 
estimates that it su�ered 1 million mili-
tary deaths and 2 million civilian deaths. 
Does that mean America attacked Japan, 
and not vice versa?

�e fourth lesson from the Gaza war: 
�e body count is a form of Arab pro-
paganda, which actually conceals who is 
the aggressor, and who is the victim.

No, Not All Mothers Are the Same
Moshe Phillips and Benyamin Korn

Among the many heartbreaking im-
ages associated with the kidnap-murder 
of three Israeli teenagers was a televised 
interview on June 29 with the mother of 
one of the Hamas terrorists named as a 
prime suspect in the killings. “If they [the 
Israelis] accuse him of this [the kidnap-
ping], and if it is a true accusation, I will 
be proud of him until Judgment Day,” she 
declared. “If the accusation that he did it 
is true...My boys are all righteous, pious 
and pure. �e goal of my children is the 
triumph of Islam.”

Not that she is the �rst Middle East-
ern mother to rejoice at the thought of her 
son murdering innocent children. �e 
��h chapter of the biblical Book of Judges 
describes the mother of the barbaric Ca-
naanite general, Sisera, anxiously wait-
ing by the window for her son to return 
from his latest slaughter. Sisera’s mother 
was calmed only by her attendants’ reas-
surance that he must have been delayed 
because he was busy ravaging women and 
pillaging their homes.

Author and pundit Erica Brown, a 
scholar at the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington, D.C. and columnist for the 
New York Jewish Week, this week invoked 
Sisera in a misguided comparison to the 
situation of the three kidnapped teenag-

ers. Just as Sisera waited by the window, 
she wrote, “as a community, we have all 
been waiting by that window for weeks, 
checking the news constantly and ask-
ing if there are any updates, any develop-
ments about our three kidnapped boys.” 
All mothers have something in common, 
Ms. Brown argued.

It’s true Sisera had a mother who cared 
about him. So did Adolf Eichmann and 
Osama Bin Laden and presumably the 
Hamas terrorists who kidnapped and 
murdered the boys. But that does not 
mean that Jewish mothers “waiting by the 
window” should be compared in any way 
to the mothers of murderers waiting by 
the window.  

No, not all mothers are the same.
In fact, the sad truth about Palestin-

ian Arab society is that the mother of the 
kidnapper is only one of many Palestinian 
mothers who are proud of their murder-
ous children and who have expressed de-
light when their children have died while 
killing Jews.

Just last year (on January 27, 2013), the 
Facebook page of Fatah, the movement 
headed by Palestinian Authority chair-
man Mahmoud Abbas, posted a feature 
about the mother of 23 year-old Wafa 
Idris, the �rst female Palestinian suicide 
bomber. She murdered one Israeli, and 
wounded over 100, by blowing herself up 

in a Jerusalem supermarket in 2002. �e 
posting quoted Wafa’s mother as saying 
“She is a hero…My daughter is a Martyr 
(Shahida).” �e Fatah page added: “Wa-
fa’s mother said that she is proud of her 
daughter, and hopes that more girls will 
follow in her footsteps.”

�e Hamas website on January 1, 2006 
presented a �lm about a woman named 
Um Nidal and her son, Muhammad. First 
they are shown just before the heavily-
armed Muhammad sets out on a terror-
ist attack. His mother declares: “By Allah, 
today is the best day of my life…I wish to 
sacri�ce more [sons].... It’s true that there’s 
nothing more precious than children, but 
for the sake of Allah – what is precious 
becomes cheap.” �en, a�er her son has 
been killed while carrying out the attack, 
Um Nidal says: “I gave my son to Jihad for 
Allah. It’s our religious obligation….�e 
greatest honor [my son] showed me was 
his Martyrdom.”

On September 24, 2002, PA Television 
showed a woman it called “the mother of a 
Martyr” announcing: “�e honor is mine, 
I have a son who is a Shahid (Martyr) ... 
I’m willing to o�er all my seven children 
to redeem Jerusalem, to redeem Jerusa-
lem, to redeem Jerusalem.”

Of course, that is not to say that no 
Palestinian mothers have any regrets 
about their children carrying out suicide 

bombing. For example, on June 6, 2004, 
PA Television broadcast these remarks by 
the mother of a 15 year-old who died dur-
ing a suicide attack:  “It was sad and joy-
ous what happened to him, meaning, he 
always liked the Shahada (Martyrdom). 
All children at his age do. He always cared 
for me. I would have preferred that one of 
his other brothers would have attained 
Shahada instead of him, because he was 
the joy of my life.”

(All translations courtesy of Palestin-
ian Media Watch.)

Undoubtedly there are exceptions, but 
the large number of Palestinian mothers 
who feel this way says something deeply 
troubling about Palestinian society. One 
does not need to be a sociologist or a psy-
chologist to recognize that the normative 
values of Israeli society and those of Pal-
estinian society are profoundly di�erent. 

Israeli mothers do not long for the 
day that their children will murder other 
children. �ey do not hope their children 
grow up to be suicide bombers. �ey want 
their children to live, not to die, to defend 
their country, but not to be mass murder-
ers or suicide bombers.

�e proud mothers of Palestinian ter-
rorists, not the mothers of Israel, are the 
ones who deserve to be compared to the 
mother of Sisera.
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Israel’s Supporters Must Stop Using These 13 Phrases
Lee S. Bender and Jerome R. Verlin

Mainstream Western media coverage 
of Israel is laced with expressions inten-
tionally cra�ed to delegitimize the Jewish 
State. �e good news is that these terms 
weren’t written in stone 3,300 years ago, 
but are post-Israel independence cre-
ations. By forfeiting this language, we 
forfeit our history. Here are 13 phrases we 
must stop repeating.

#1 – “West Bank:” Claims that “Judea 
and Samaria” is simply the “biblical name 
for the West Bank” stands history on its 
head. �e Hebrew-origin terms “Judea” 
and “Samaria” were used through 1950, 
when invading [Trans] Jordan renamed 
them the “West Bank” in order to disas-
sociate these areas of the Jewish homeland 
from Jews. �e UN’s own 1947 partition 
resolution referred not to “West Bank,” 
but to “the hill country of Samaria and 
Judea.” �is term is not shorthand for 
“Judea and Samaria.” Under this formu-
lation, Jordan is the “East Bank” of the 
original Palestine Mandate, which was 
designated as the homeland for the Jew-
ish People.

#2 – “East” Jerusalem or “tradi-
tionally Arab East” Jerusalem:  From 
the city’s second millennium BCE origins 
until 1947 CE, there was no such place as 
“East” Jerusalem. �e 19 years between 
when invading Jordan captured part of 
the city in 1948 and was ousted by Israel in 
1967 was the only time in history, except 
between 638 and 1099, when Arabs ruled 
any part of Jerusalem. Palestinian Arabs 
have not ruled an inch of it for one day in 
history.  In the past three millennia, Jeru-
salem has been the capital of three native 
states – Judah, Judaea, and modern Israel 
– and has had a renewed Jewish majority 
since 19th century Turkish rule. Eastern 

Jerusalem is a neighborhood of the city 
that Israel reuni�ed in 1967.

#3 – “�e UN sought to create Jewish 
and Palestinian States:” It did not. Parti-
tioning Palestine between “Palestinians” 
and Jews is like partitioning Pennsylvania 
between Pennsylvanians and Jews. Over 
and over in its 1947 partition resolution, 
the UN referenced “the Jewish State” and 
“the Arab” [not “Palestinian”] State.

#4 – 1948 was the “Creation” and 
“Founding” of Israel: Israel wasn’t “cre-
ated” and “founded” in 1948 arti�cially 
and out-of-the-blue. Israel attained inde-
pendence that year as the natural fruition 
into renewed statehood of a people that 
had twice before been independent in that 
land, and a�er centuries of hard work to 
re-establish a Jewish State in this historic 
homeland.

#5 – “�e War that Followed Israel’s 
Creation:” Israeli did not choose this war; 
it was hoisted on Israel by almost every 
Arab state, which rejected the UN parti-
tion and tried to push the Jews of Israel 
into the sea. And it was a homeland Jew-
ish army, Haganah, which became the 
IDF, that threw back that multi-nation 
foreign invasion.

#6– “Palestinian Refugees of the War 
that Followed Israel’s Creation,” or the 
“Palestinian Refugee Issue:”  It was the 
invading Arab nations bent on Israel’s 
destruction that both encouraged and 
caused the bulk of the Arabs to �ee Israel. 
And a greater number of media constant-
ly ignore the indigenous Middle Eastern 
Jews who were expelled from vast Arab 
and other Muslim lands in the wake of the 
Arab-Israeli War. �eir number is greater 
than the amount of Arabs that �ed tiny 
Israel. �at Israel absorbed the bulk of 
these Jews, while Arab “hosts,” including 
in Palestine itself, isolate the Arab refu-

gees’ descendants in Western-supported 
refugee camps” does not convert the A

rab-Israeli con�ict’s two-sided refugee 
issue into a “Palestinian” refugee issue. 
Had the Palestinian Arabs accepted the 
UN partition plan, they would also have 
been celebrating their 66th anniversary.

#7 – Israel “Seized” Arab Lands in 
1967:  It did not. �e 1967 war, like its 
predecessors, was a defensive war forced 
upon Israel. Israel’s neighbors did not 
want to compromise; they simply wanted 
to destroy the Jewish State. �e new Is-
raeli territory was meant to provide a se-
curity barrier and ensure this could never 
happen. Moreover, these were not “Arab 
Lands.”

#8 – Israel’s “1967 Borders:” �e 1949 
Israel-Jordan Armistice Agreement ex-
pressly declared the “green line” it drew 
between the two sides’ cease�re positions 
as a military cease�re line only, without 
prejudice to either side’s political border 
claims. �e post-’67 war UN resolution 
242 pointedly did not demand Israel re-
treat from these lines.

#9 – “Israeli-Occupied West Bank 
and East Jerusalem:” �at the media in-
sistently calls Israeli presence in the heart 
of Jerusalem and in Judea and Samaria 
“Israeli occupation of Palestinian territo-
ries” does not make it so.  “Occupation” is 
an international law term referencing for-
eign presence in the sovereign territory of 
another state.  �e land of Israel’s last sov-
ereign native state before modern Israel 
was Jewish Judaea. �e land ratio of Arab 
lands to Israel is 625-1, 23 states to one.

#10 – “Jewish Settlers and Settle-
ments” vs. “Palestinian Residents of 
Neighborhoods and Villages:” A favor-
ite media news article contrast is refer-
encing in the same sentence “Jewish set-
tlers” in “settlements” and “Palestinian 
residents” of nearby “neighborhoods” and 

“villages.” Jews are not alien “settlers” in 
a Jerusalem that’s had a Jewish majority 
since 19th century times or in the Judea-
Samaria Jewish historical heartland.

#11 – Israel’s “Jewish State” recog-
nition is “a new stumbling block”: New 
since Moses’ time. �e Jewish homeland 
of Israel, including continuous home-
land-claiming Jewish presence, has al-
ways been central to Jewish peoplehood. 
In 1947, British Foreign Secretary Bevin 
told Parliament that the Jews’ “essential 
point of principle” was Jewish Palestine 
sovereignty.

#12 – “Palestinians accept and Israel 
rejects a Two-State Solution:”  Wrong 
on both counts. Both the U.S. and Israel 
de�ne ‘Two States’ as two states for two 
peoples – Jews and Arabs. Many on the 
Arab side insistently reject two states for 
two peoples. Many Israelis, including 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, support that 
plan – conditioned on an end to Palestin-
ian terror. �e Arabs continuously and 
consistently deny Israel’s right to exist as 
the nation-state of the Jewish People, no 
matter where its borders are drawn.

#13 – “�e Palestinians:” �e United 
Nations’ 1947 partition resolution called 
Palestine’s Arabs and Jews “the two Pal-
estinian peoples.”  Nothing  is more self-
delegitimizing and counter-productive to 
achieving peace based on Arab recogni-
tion of Jews’ right to be there, than that 
Jews should go around calling Palestin-
ian Arabs “�e Palestinians.” �ey have 
no distinguishing language, religion, or 
culture from neighboring Arabs, and 
have never been sovereign in Palestine, 
whereas the Jews, with a presence stretch-
ing back three millennia, have had three 
states there, all Jerusalem-based. Most 
Palestinian Arabs cannot trace their own 
lineage to the land back more than 4 gen-
erations.

Op-Ed: My Outline for a Solution in Gaza
Clear and concise, the steps towards achieving quiet in Gaza.

MK Moshe Feiglin

Ultimatum – One warning from the 
Prime Minister of Israel to the enemy 
population, in which he announces that 
Israel is about to attack military targets 
in their area and urges those who are not 
involved and do not wish to be harmed 
to leave immediately. Sinai is not far 
from Gaza and they can leave. This will 
be the limit of Israel’s humanitarian ef-
forts. Hamas may unconditionally sur-
render and prevent the attack. 

Attack – Attack the entire ‘target 
bank’ throughout Gaza with the IDF’s 
maximum force (and not a tiny fraction 
of it) with all the conventional means at 
its disposal. All the military and infra-
structural targets will be attacked with 
no consideration for ‘human shields’ or 

‘environmental damage’. It is enough 
that we are hitting exact targets and that 
we gave them advance warning.

Siege – Parallel to the above, a to-
tal siege on Gaza. Nothing will enter 
the area. Israel, however, will allow exit 
from Gaza. (Civilians may go to Sinai, 
fighters may surrender to IDF forces). 

Defense – Any place from which 
Israel or Israel’s forces were attacked 
will be immediately attacked with full 
force and no consideration for ‘human 
shields’ or ‘environmental damage’. 

Conquer – After the IDF completes 
the “softening”  of the targets with its 
fire-power, the IDF will conquer the en-
tire Gaza, using all the means necessary 
to minimize any harm to our soldiers, 
with no other considerations. 

Elimination- The GSS and IDF will 
thoroughly eliminate all armed enemies 
from Gaza. The enemy population that 
is innocent of wrong-doing and sepa-
rated itself from the armed terrorists 
will be treated in accordance with in-
ternational law and will be allowed to 
leave. Israel will generously aid those 
who wish to leave. 

Sovereignty – Gaza is part of our 
Land and we will remain there forever. 
Liberation of parts of our land forever 
is the only thing that justifies endan-
gering our soldiers in battle to capture 
land. Subsequent to the elimination of 
terror from Gaza, it will become part 
of sovereign Israel and will be populat-
ed by Jews. This will also serve to ease 
the housing crisis in Israel. The coastal 
train line will be extended, as soon as 

possible, to reach the entire length of 
Gaza. 

According to polls, most of the Arabs 
in Gaza wish to leave. Those who were 
not involved in anti-Israel activity will 
be offered a generous international emi-
gration package. Those who choose to 
remain will receive permanent resident 
status. After a number of years of living 
in Israel and becoming accustomed to 
it, contingent on appropriate legislation 
in the Knesset and the authorization of 
the Minister of Interior, those who per-
sonally accept upon themselves Israel’s 
rule, substance and way of life of the 
Jewish State in its Land, will be offered 
Israeli citizenship.”

Moshe Feiglin is head of the Manhigut Yehudit [Jewish 
Leadership] faction.
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Rav Pam on Pirkei Avos
BY RABBI SHOLOM SMITH /  

REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Perek 2:  A Part of the Tzibbur

Do not separate yourself
from the community.
A person must include himself in the 

problems and travails of the tzibbur (com-
munity). Rav quotes the Gemara (Taanis 
11a), which states that one who does this 
will be worthy of sharing in the eventual 
consolation of the tzibbur. �e navi (II 
Melachim 4:8-141) relates an incident that 
clearly illustrates to what lengths a person 
must attach himself or herself to the com-
munity. �e navi Elisha would frequently 
travel to the town of Shunam, where a 
distinguished woman provided him with 
food. Eventually, she said to her husband, 
“… Let us now make a small, walled at-
tic and place there for him a bed, a table, 
a chair, and a lamp, so that whenever he 
comes to us, he can turn in there.” (ibid. v. 
10)

Elisha was very grateful for her gen-
erous hospitality and told his attendant, 
Geichazi, to ask her, “What [favor] can be 
done for you? Can something be said on your 
behalf to the king or the army commander?” 
She replied, “I dwell among my people.”

�e Zohar (Pinchas 231a) o�ers some 
background to this conversation. Elisha 
was not simply o�ering her some protek-
zia (political clout) he may have had as a 
navi and a senior Jewish leader. �e day he 
made this o�er was Rosh Hashanah and 
the “king” Elisha referred to was Hashem 
Himself. Elisha was asking the woman, 

“Do you want me to pray to Hashem for 
any speci�c needs that you desire from 
Him?” �e woman replied, “I dwell among 
my people. I do not seek any special treat-
ment. I want my te�llos and needs to be 
presented together with those of the tzib-
bur.”

What is especially remarkable about 
this is that the Shunamite woman did have 
a great need from Hashem. She had been 
childless for many years! Yet, she declined 
Elisha’s “special intervention” and, instead, 
depended on the power of the tzibbur pray-
ing together to help her be blessed with a 
child. One year later she did have a son 
who, according to the Zohar (Beshalach 
45a), eventually became the navi Chaba-
kuk.

�e importance of being part of the tzi-
bbur can’t be overemphasized. It is one of 
the reasons that all our te�llos are recited in 
the plural, and also underlines the impor-
tance of te�llah b’tzibbur, prayers recited 
in shul together with the congregation (see 
commentary to 3:2, below).

DON’T FOOL YOURSELF!
And in a place where there are no lead-

ers, strive to be a leader.
Rav says that if a person lives in a place 

where there is no one to render halachic 
decisions and he is capable of doing so, he 
should not hesitate to take upon himself 

that responsibility. Doing so is not consid-
ered arrogance.

Rabbeinu Yonah adds that a person 
cannot be satis�ed with simply being bet-
ter or more knowledgeable than those 
around him. He must constantly strive to 
be a leader, always shteiging in ruchnius 
(growing spiritually).

One can amplify the point of Rabbeinu 
Yonah with a mashal (parable) by the mas-
ter of meshalim, the Dubno Maggid. In 
Kochav MiYaakov, his commentary to the 
weekly ha�aros, he relates the following 
on the ha�arah of Parashas Yisro: A man 
lived in a small town of amei ha’aretz (un-
learned people). He was the “rav,” the resi-
dent expert on all matters of halachah and 
tradition that arose in the town. If someone 
wanted to know when he had yahrtzeit for 
a deceased parent, he consulted with the 
“rav.” When would Rosh Chodesh fall in 
the upcoming month? �e “rav” knew that, 
too. On which parashah would a local boy 
become bar mitzvah? Once again, the “rav” 
would be consulted and he would respond 
in a tone of authority. �e townspeople 
honored their “learned rav” and he accept-
ed their accolades for his vast knowledge 
and expertise. �is went on until one day 
he realized the bitter truth. �e “rav” had 
to travel to the big city and stopped in to 
daven at the shul for the artisans. Between 
Minchah and Maariv there was a shiur in 
Ein Yaakov, a relatively easy text. �e “rav” 

sat there but could not follow the subject 
matter and was barely able to read the 
words. Frustrated, he arose and went to the 
shul of the butchers down the block. �ere, 
too, these common laborers were studying 
a relatively simple text, but once again the 
topic was well over his head. His face red-
dened with embarrassment as he struggled 
to comprehend what was being learned.

As he le� the shul, he realized that he 
had been living a life of illusion, consid-
ering himself a talmid chacham, when in 
reality he was a complete am ha’aretz, only 
slightly more knowledgeable than the ig-
noramuses of his own town.

Rav Pam related that he knew a Jew 
whose seat in the big shul was directly be-
hind the bimah upon which the Torah was 
read. Whenever somebody was honored 
with hagba’ah, the man would call out in 
a tone of authority, “Bereishis fun auben!” 
(“Bereishis on top!”) — meaning that when 
the Torah was rewound, the side containing 
Bereishis should be on top of the other side.

�e man considered himself a “talmid 
chacham” with this piece of knowledge but, 
unfortunately, that was the extent of his 
scholarship …. A person must strive to con-
stantly grow in Torah and not be satis�ed 
with being better or more knowledgeable 
than those around him. �is is the message 
of this mishnah.
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JUNIOR COOKING

Directions:

Ingredients 

make delicious mini cheese danishes.

Mini Cheese Danishes

for the Filling:
16 oz. (450g) cream 

cheese
2 eggs
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla sugar

for the Dough:
1 stick (120g) margarine
1 cup butter
8 oz. (225g) sour cream
2 egg yolks
1 tablespoon vanilla 

sugar
3½ cups flour

You will need: 
Make sure all the utensils 

you are using are milchig.
two large mixing bowls
a mixing spoon
a teaspoon
rolling pin
knife
egg brush
cookie sheet

Knead together the margarine, bu�er, 1) 
sour cream, yolks, and flour, by hand or in 
a mixer, to form a soft dough.
Divide the dough into 4 parts.  2) 
Refrigerate for 1-2 hours.
Mix together all the ingredients for the 3) 
filling. Put this mixture in the refrigerator. 
Take out the dough. Roll out each section 4) 
separately, about ¼ inch (½ cm) thick. 
Cut the dough into 3 inch by 3 inch (7½ 
cm by 7 ½ cm) squares.

Place 1 teaspoon of filling in the 1) 
center of each square. Form the 
squares into Danish-shapes by folding 
2 opposite corners over the center of 
the filling and pinch closed, leaving the 
other 2 corners open and flat.  Place 
these danishes on an ungreased cookie 
sheet.
Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit (175 2) 
degrees Celsius) for 20 minutes.  
Remove the cookies from the oven, and 
allow to cool.
Sprinkle with confectioners’ sugar 3) 
before serving.

ccccmmmmmmmm   bbbbbbbbbbyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy   777777777  ½½½½½½½½½  cccccccccccccmmmmmmmmmm))))))))))))))))))) ssssssssqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuaaares.

7 4

An Excerpt from The Cherry on Top, A Kosher Junior Cookbook 
by Chaya Feigy Grossman: 718.436.4223 / thecherryontop@kewnet.com

Shmuel Blitz
Reprinted with permission from

ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications

Somebody’s 
Watching

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

The Torah True 
Talking Zoo A TREASURY 

OF JEWISH 
BEDTIME 
STORIES

�e Chafetz Chaim lived in 
the town of Radin. He was care-
ful never to speak lashon hara. He 
made sure to always act kindly to-
wards other people and carefully 
watched every word he said. 

One day, he hired a wagon 
driver. “Please take me to Tik-
tin. I would like to sell some of 
my books there.” “It would be my 
pleasure,” replied the wagon driv-
er. �ey agreed on a price, and the 
Cha�ez Chaim climbed onto the 
wagon.

�ey rode together through 
the countryside taking in all the 
sights.  A�er riding for awhile 
through forests and villages, they 
passed a field of wheat. “Wait one 
minute,” said the wagon driver. “I 
see there is so much wheat here 
that I’m sure the owner won’t 
mind if I take just one bundle or 
two.” �e driver jumped down 
and grabbed a pile of wheat. 

Just then, the Chafetz Chaim 
yelled, “Be careful. Someone is 
watching. Someone sees you.” A 
frightened wagon driver hopped 
back into the wagon and grabbed 
the reins. “Giddyup,” he hollered. 
�e horses took off in a fury. Af-
ter a few minutes of driving at 
this frantic pace, the wagon driv-
er turned around to see if any-
one was chasing him. He saw no 
one. Angrily, he grimaced at the 
Chafetz

Chaim. “Why did you tell 
me someone was watching?!” 
he shouted. “�ere was no one 
watching me. No one saw me. I 
could have taken the wheat!”

�e Chafetz Chaim gave the 
wagon driver a penetrating stare. 
“You think no one was watch-
ing you?” he asked. �e Chafetz 
Chaim raised his eyes towards 
Heaven. “He is always watching. 
Don’t think a second ever passes 
when Hashem does not see every-
thing that you are doing.” 

Sudoku #3

Intermediate Sudoku Puzzles by KrazyDad, Book 1

KRAZYDAD.COM/PUZZLES

8 4 3
9 6 1

3
4 7 5

3 7 5 6
5 9 6

3
5 4 9
6 8 5

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.

If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Need a little help?  The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve.  Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

I’m Gershon, the Giraffe, 
as tall as can be!
The tallest of all in 
the zoo family!

I feed on green leaves, 
as much as I please,
For my very long neck 
reaches high in the trees!

And high on the list 
of mitzvos of fame
Are “Kibud Av” and 
“Kibud Eim”!

“Honor your father, 
and mother as well”
That’s what the 
“Aseres Hadibros” tell!

This mitzvah’s important 
for daughter and son!
So please make sure 
it’s always done!

Yes, boys and girls, 
show your parents respect.
This Torah commandment 
you should never neglect!

They gave you life, and 
they give you love
So obey this commandment 
from Hashem above!

Gershon
the Giraffe

Kibud Av Ve’im:

BY SOLOMON MEHLMAN v"g

Honor Your Parents
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Rabbi Nosson Scherman

�e �ree Weeks began when the Tab-
lets of the Aseres Hadibros were broken. 
�at tragedy happened because Klal Yis-
rael fell from the level they had achieved 
at Mount Sinai and thought that a Golden 
Calf could be a substitute for Moshe Rab-
beinu. Now we are still reeling from an-
other tragedy. �e Gadol Hador has been 
taken from us. Based on chazal, Rashi 
says that the day when a tzaddik dies is as 
grievous to Hashem as the day the Luchos 
were broken (Rashi, Devarim 10:6). If we 
are objective and serious, we should vi-
sualize how we would have felt if we had 
been there when Moshe broke the Luchos. 
Shock. Heartbreak. Dismay. And much 
more. �ose are the emotions that should 
overcome us as we contemplate the loss of 
Rav Elyashiv.

As long as he was alive, even when he 
was in his �nal illness -- elderly, frail, in-
communicative, and in very precarious 
health – we knew that among us we had 
greatness in Torah, absolute integrity, a 
man whose every second was devoted to 
Torah and service of Hashem. To see him 
in his very simple apartment, to hear him 
at his shiur, to hear his chosen words as he 

answered a supplicant or 
a questioner was to feel 
the presence of someone 
who lived in this world, 
yet was above it. The 
Luchos connected us 
the Hashem Who fash-
ioned them. Rav Elyas-
hiv, too, connected us to 
Hashem, a�er Whom he 
fashioned himself with a lifetime of lov-
ing, superhuman e�ort. 

When the Chazon Ish was ni�ar, the 
Brisker Rav said, “Until now there was a 
world with the Chazon Ish; now there is a 
world without the Chazon Ish.” It took a 
Brisker Rav to fully appreciate the extent 
of that loss and to know how much the 
world was diminished by the loss of that 
gaon and tzaddik. Perhaps few people can 
truly evaluate how much our world has 
been diminished by the loss of the gadol 
hador, but all of us should realize that we 
have all su�ered a great loss of Torah, ke-
dushah, and uncompromising �delity to 
halachah.

�e gloom of the �ree Weeks has 
been deepened. Let us resolve to evalu-
ate ourselves and our world, to recognize 

that no matter how comfortable and se-
cure our lives may seem to be, we are still 
in galus. And now the protective z’chus of 
Rav Elyashiv has been torn from us. 

When the Sfas Emes succeeded his 
grandfather, the Chiddushei HaRim, as 
Gerrer Rebbe, he said, “No individual can 

take the place of my grandfather. 
But if all us work together to serve Hash-
em and strengthen each other, we can do 
it.” Let us all strive to make ourselves bet-
ter – and better – and in that way we can 
try to �ll the void.

Marking the Yahrzeit of 
Maran Harav Elyashiv zt"l
Reprinted from the day of the petirah

Yahrzeits      Tributes
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Gavriel Horan, AISH
Who was Rabbi Yosef Shalom Elyashiv?
A�er his passing, over 300,000 people 

�ocked the streets of Jerusalem to mourn 
the passing of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, 
age 102. Rabbi Elyashiv was the undisputed 
leader of the Lithuanian Torah community 
and to a great degree his legal rulings were 
respected across the board in Chassidic, 
Sefardi, and Modern Orthodox communi-
ties around the world. He was viewed by 
many to be the contemporary leading au-
thority on halacha, Jewish law. Despite his 
exceptional scholarship and in�uence, Rav 
Elyashiv was neither the head of a congrega-
tion, yeshiva, or particular community.

Destined for Greatness
Rav Elyashiv was the son of Rabbi Avra-

ham Erener and Chaya Musha, the daugh-
ter of the kabbalist Rabbi Shlomo Elyashiv 
known as the Leshem. Born in 1910 in 
Šiauliai, Lithuania, Rav Elyashiv was the 
only child, born to his parents a�er 17 years 
of marriage. He arrived with them to British 
Mandate Palestine in 1922 at the age 12. His 
father adopted his father-in-law’s surname, 
Elyashiv, in order to gain a certi�cate to en-
ter the country at the advice of the famed 
Chofetz Chaim of Radin, Poland.

In 1929, Rav Elyashiv married Sheina 
Chaya Levin, the daughter of the esteemed 
“Tzaddik of Jerusalem,” Rabbi Aryeh 
Levin, also known a�ectionately as the 
“father of the prisoners” due to the care 
he showed to the Jewish underground 
members incarcerated by the British dur-
ing the Mandate period. �e couple had 12 
children – all of whom were raised in their 
modest two room apartment in the Jeru-
salem neighborhood of Meah Shearim. 
At the time of his death, Rav Elyashiv had 
nearly 1,000 descendants and had seen 
the birth of a sixth generation of o�spring 
when one of his great-great-grandchildren 
gave birth to a son in 2009.

Although Rav Elyashiv never attended 
a formal yeshiva framework, he was recog-
nized as a genius in Talmud study at a young 
age. He was appointed as a Rabbinic Court 
Judge (dayan) to the High Court of the 
Chief Rabbinate of Israel by Israel’s Chief 
Rabbi at the time, Rav Yitzchak Herzog – 
who exempted him from the rabbinical ex-
aminations due to his high level of scholar-
ship. He resigned from this position in 1972 
and for the next 40 years of his life, held no 
o�cial positions. Although he never wrote 
any Torah works, his family members and 
students wrote down numerous volumes of 
his halachic rulings and Talmudic insights, 
while he devoted all of his time to his inces-
sant studies and daily lectures.

Although Rav Elyashiv was the spiri-
tual leader of the Degel HaTorah political 
party for the past 30 years, he only entered 
politics at the behest of the great Rosh 
Yeshiva, Rav Menachem Mann Shach. 
He personally despised politics and only 
agreed to get involved because he felt that 
he was genuinely needed, as it says in Eth-

ics of Our Fathers, “In a place where there 
are no leaders, strive to be a leader.”

“He had one interest – to help the Jew-
ish people,” said Rabbi Nachum Eisenstein, 
the rabbi of the Maalot Dafna neighbor-
hood of Jerusalem and a close disciple of 
Rav Elyashiv. “He had no ulterior motives 
or personal interests.”

Maximizing Every Single Moment
For the past 80+ years since his wedding, 

Rabbi Elyashiv’s daily schedule began at 2 
a.m. and included anywhere between 16 to 
20 hours of intensive Torah study – despite 
the fact that he was stricken with several ill-
nesses throughout his childhood and adult 
life. On one occasion, members of his house-
hold noticed that he had been standing dur-
ing his learning and asked why he did not 
sit down. He answered that since he was 
tired, he feared that he may drowse while 
learning. If he stood, he would be sure not 
to doze o�. Rav Elyashiv used to receive visi-
tors from around the globe on a daily basis 
in addition to leading rabbis and politicians 
of Israel, answering their complex halachic 
inquiries. Despite his advanced age and ill-
ness, he continued responding to questions 
from rabbis around the world with total lu-
cidity until the very end. Even when he was 
sick in hospital, he continued to rise at 2:00 
a.m. for his regular studies.

For many years, Rabbi Hillel Weinberg, 
the Rosh Yeshiva of Aish HaTorah, would 
visit Rav Elyashiv almost every week, on Fri-
day a�ernoons. Rav Elyashiv would receive 
people about an hour before the beginning 
of Shabbat, usually in the synagogue, where 
he would sit and study without interruption 
all day. “I always tried to arrive a little earlier 
than his o�cial ‘o�ce hours’ to watch him 
learn aloud,” Rav Hillel said. “Although he 
usually studied alone, he would explain the 
Gemara to himself, out loud, as if he were 
sitting with a study partner. He embodied 
the ful�llment of all the 48 Ways to wisdom 
which facilitate the acquisition of Torah, 
with an ear that listens, with lips that ex-
plain, and learning by teaching.

“He was meticulous about utilizing ev-
ery moment of the day to study Torah, even 
during the hours he would receive people. 
When one person would leave the room and 
the next entered, Rav Elyashiv’s eyes would 
be on the page of the book before him, and 
his attention was wholly on the subject that 
he was presently studying to such an extent 
that one could stand before him for several 
minutes until he noticed that someone had 
come into the room.”

In his classes and writings he o�en 
quoted obscure texts entirely from mem-
ory. “If you have so much love for some-
thing, your brain remembers,” Rabbi 
Eisenstein explained. “Every word of Torah 
was so dear to him that he never forgot it. 
�e only pleasure he had in this world was 
learning Torah.”

Whenever he issued a legal ruling, he 
made sure to examine the issue from all 
possible sides. When dealing with a ques-

tion of technology he would always assign 
experts to research the situation in depth, 
so as to assure himself that he fully under-
stood the facts before ruling.

�e Wisdom of Silence
Despite his busy learning schedule, 

Rav Elyashiv used to meet with dozens, if 
not hundreds of people a day from every 
walk of life. Many were world renowned 
rabbis or politicians. “He would welcome 
all who came to him, treating them kindly 
and respectfully, and patiently answering 
any questions without hurrying the person 
who had come to seek his advice,” Rav Hil-
lel recalled. “He also always gave priority to 
women and their questions.”

He made a point to never try to argue 
with someone unless he felt his opinion 
might be heeded. �ere are those who say 
that he attributed his long life to the fact that 
he never got angry. “He never told anyone 
what to do,” Rabbi Eisenstein said. “If any-
one asked his opinion, he would gladly tell 
them, but if someone came to argue with 
him, he always remained silent. He never 
raised his voice, never gave people admon-
ishment, and never insulted anyone. Even if 
he disagreed with something someone said, 
he wouldn’t say they were wrong unless he 
knew that they wanted to hear his opinion. 
Many people le� a meeting with him think-
ing that he agreed with them even though he 
was vehemently opposed, simply because he 
remained silent. Why try to convince some-
one of something if he knew they wouldn’t 
listen? He spoke only when he felt he could 
make a di�erence.”

�ere was one exception to this rule: his 
students. “He was very demanding from 
his students and never supported them in 
something that he disagreed with,” Rabbi 
Eisenstein continued. “He didn’t cover up 
for their mistakes and he was fast to tell 
them if he felt that they were wrong be-
cause he knew that they wanted him to 
guide them.”

One time, someone accidentally pushed 
into the Rav at a crowded event. �e man 
was devastated and asked for permission 
to request forgiveness from the Rav. Rav 
Elyashiv’s response was that he didn’t feel 
a thing and therefore there was nothing to 
ask forgiveness for. He knew that even if 
he forgave the man, that he would still feel 
bad, so instead he acted as if the incident 
had never even happened.

Gratitude for Life
Eight years ago, a vein in his heart burst, 

and the doctors said there were two op-
tions: if they operated on him, the chances 
of success were only three percent. If the 
surgery were not performed, he would live 
no longer than three days. �e decision 
had to be made there and then, on a Shab-
bat. �e Rav’s relatives travelled to his son-
in-law, Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky in Bnei 
Brak on Shabbat, to hear his opinion on 
the matter, and he ruled that in the mean-
time, nothing should be done. On Satur-
day night, they found out about a specialist 

from the U.S. who could take care of the 
matter without anesthesia and surgery. �e 
doctor, together with all his instruments, 
was �own to Israel and, miraculously, the 
treatment was successful. Everyone could 
see that God had answered the prayers 
of those hundreds of thousands who had 
prayed for Rav Elyashiv’s recovery.

 “He de�ed medical statistics again and 
again,” Rabbi Eisenstein said. “�ere were 
many times that the doctors gave up, but 
he always pulled through. He attributed his 
recovery to the prayers of the Jewish people 
around the world.”

�e Rav used to receive numerous invi-
tations to serve as the sandek, or godfather, 
at circumcision ceremonies each day, but 
he traditionally only made rare exceptions 
to take time o� from his busy schedule. Af-
ter his miraculous recovery eight years ago, 
however, he began accepting every single 
o�er that came to him. For the last eight 
years of his life he o�en attended three to 
�ve circumcision ceremonies each day – 
even when he was too sick to attend prayer 
services in synagogue. “He felt tremendous 
gratitude to the Jewish people for praying 
for him and wanted to pay back a mini-
mum by becoming more accessible,” Rabbi 
Eisenstein said. “Although it was di�cult 
for him to walk or even go to synagogue to 
pray – he still accepted each invitation. He 
had given them his word that he would at-
tend, and his word was set in stone.”

Rabbi Elyashiv didn’t want to ac-
cept gi�s from anyone. Each year, Rabbi 
Eisenstein used to bring him a set of the 
four species for the holiday of Sukkot. 
Rav Elyashiv used to force him to accept 
a check in return for them. When he saw 
that the checks weren’t being deposited, he 
started giving cash.

A world renowned heart specialist from 
America used to check him whenever he 
was in Israel, but refused to take any mon-
ey. Rav Elyashiv didn’t understand that 
this was the doctor’s greatest honor of his 
career. At the Bar Mitzvah of the doctor’s 
son, Rav Elyashiv had someone buy him a 
huge, beautiful leather bound set of books 
on his behalf. He was so happy to be able to 
�nally pay him back. On the inside cover of 
one of the books, he wrote a handwritten 
inscription. “It was probably the best pres-
ent that the boy got,” Rabbi Eisenstein said, 
“but Rav Elyashiv didn’t realize that the 
greatest part about it was the inscription!”

Rav Elyashiv’s wish was that no eulogies 
be recited at his funeral and that he be buried 
at the Har Hamenuchot cemetery alongside 
his wife, despite the fact that a burial plot 
was reserved for him at the Mount of Olives 
– the traditional burial place for renowned 
Torah luminaries. �is is testament, once 
again, to the fact that this Torah giant and 
leader of the Jewish people saw himself as 
nothing more than a simple Jew.

Marking the Yahrzeit of Maran Harav Elyashiv zt"l
A Portrait of Greatness

Yahrzeits      Tributes
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26 Tammuz
Rav Nachman Bulman (1925-2002). 
His parents, Reb Meir and Ettel Bulman, 
were Gerrer chasidim who had moved 
to the Lower East Side from Poland. Reb 
Meir had lost his �rst wife in childbirth 
and his second wife in a pogrom. He had 
also lost two children. In their 40s, the 
Bulmans received the Imrei Emes of Ger 
for a bracha for children. �e result of that 
blessing was Nachman, who was born in 
New York. He attended Yeshivas Rabbenu 
Yitzchak Elchonon and then studied in its 
rabbinical program. He received semicha 
and a B.A. (in philosophy) from Yeshiva 
College. During the week, he learned in 
the Litvishe yeshiva way. On Shabbos and 
Yom Tov he absorbed the atmosphere of 
his parents' Polishe shteibel with a love 
of chassidus. For years, he was also a fre-
quent visitor at the tishin of the Modzitzer 
Rebbe, Rav Shaul Yedidya Taub. In 1950, 
Reb Nachman married Shaindel Freund, 
his aiyshes chayil for 52 years. He found a 
position in the town of Danville, Virginia, 
a small Orthodox community which con-
sisted of about 30 families. He held the po-
sition for 3 years. From 1953-1954, Rabbi 
Bulman served as mashgiach in Yeshivas 
Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchonon. He was once 
again pulled to the world of rabbonus when 
he became rov in South Fallsburg, N.Y., in 
1954. During this time, he founded the 
National Conference of Synagogue Youth 
(NCSY), together with Rabbis Weitman, 
Goodman, and Chait. His next position 
was as head of Adas Jeshurun synagogue 
in Newport News, Virginia, beginning in 
1957. Rabbi Bulman then returned to his 
position as mashgiach in Yeshiva Univer-
sity from 1962-1963, and then worked for 
Torah Umesorah from 1963-1967. In 1967, 
he took his next rabbinical position as the 
rav of the Young Israel of Far Rockaway. 
During this time, he founded Sarah Sche-
nirer High School and Seminary in 1968 
and the Yeshiva of Far Rockaway (Yeshivas 
Derech Eison). He taught in both places.

Rav Yechezkel Shraga of Shinev
(Rav Sinai of Zhemigrod), (1870-1941). 
Rav Chaim of Sanz especially treasured 
his fourth son, Rav Baruch of Gorlitz, 
saying that a lo�y soul such as his had not 
descended to the world for the past three 
hundred years. When he was fourteen, 
Rav Baruch married the daughter of Rav 
Yekusiel Yehudah Teitelbaum, the Yitav 
Lev of Sighet and a talmid of Rav Chaim 
Sanzer, and in 1870, Rav Sinai was born 
to the couple, in Rudnik. A�er reaching 
adulthood, Rav Sinai served as rav for 
several years in Gorlitz and Koloshitz, be-
fore taking over a permanent position in 
Zmigród, a scenic mountain town about 
150 kilometers from Cracow, where Jews 
had lived since at least 1410. Zmigród had 
a relatively small community - a 1900 cen-
sus records it having 1,240 Jews out of a 
total population of 2,249. Nowadays, this 
region of Austrian-controlled Galicia is 
part of Poland. He escaped the Nazis by 
�eeing to Lemberg, Galicia, but was exiled 

to Siberia by the Soviets. He did not sur-
vive the trip.

27 Tammuz
Yosef ben Yaakov Avinu

Rav Yaakov Adess, born in Yerusha-
layim (1898-1963), the youngest of his 
father's four sons. He received his early 
education from his father, Rav Avraham 
Chaim Adess. In 1910, his father placed 
him in Yeshivas Ohel Moed, where he 
learned under Rav Raphael Shlomo Lania-
do and Rav Yosef Yedid Halevi. �ere, he 
stayed as magid shiur from 1920-1923, 
when the yeshiva closed. He moved with 
Rav Laniado to Porat Yosef, �rst as magid 
shiur and later as Rosh Yeshiva. Most of 
his writings on Shas were destroyed when 
the Jordanians captured the Old City in 
1948. At the end of 1945, Rav Adess was 
appointed as av beis din in Yerushalayim. 
In 1955, he was chosen to serve on the 
Chief Rabbinate's Beis Din Hagodol.

Rav Shmuel Rozovsky (1913-1979), 
born in Grodna to Rav Michel Dovid (Rav 
of Grodna for 40 years) and Sarah Pearl, 
daughter of Rav Avraham Gelburd, who 
had served as Grodna's previous rav for al-
most 50 years. At a very young age, he be-
gan to study in the Shaar HaTorah Yeshi-
vah of Grodna, under Rav Shimon Shkop, 
eventually becoming his talmid muvhak. 
In 1935, his father was ni�ar, and the ged-
olei Torah urged Rav Shmuel to succeed 
him. However, he was dra�ed into the 
Russian army and moved to Eretz Yisrael. 
�ere he began studying in the Lomza 
Yeshivah in Petach Tikvah. In 1944, Rav 
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman opened the 
Ponovezh Yeshivah and chose Rav Shm-
uel, only 30 at the time, to head the yeshi-
vah. Later on, he was joined by Rav Dovid 
Povarsky and Rav Elazar Menachem Man 
Shach. Subsequently, he was asked by Rav 
Kahaneman to head the newly founded 
Grodna Yeshiva in Ashdod.

Rav Elimelech Ehrlich (1914-1989), a 
seventh generation Karlin chossid, was 
born in the town of Kodznahorodok, next 
to Stolin, not far from the border of Po-
land and Russia. During WWII, his fam-
ily moved to Samarkand. �ere, he com-
posed Yiddish niggunim for the many 
Jewish refugees, cheering their broken 
hearts. His role in life was thus �xed. A�er 
the war, in Paris, Rav Yom Tov discovered 
a new brand of �re which began to kindle 
in his heart: Novardok. He later moved to 
New York, and then to Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Mordechai Twersky, Skverer 
Rebbe of Flatbush (1924-2007). Born in 
Kishinev, he moved with his family to 
America when he was four months old. 
When his father, Rav Yitzchak, was ni�ar 
in 1941, Rav Mordechai and his brother, 
Rav Dovid, ran their father’s beis midrash 
in Boro Park. Rav Mordechai opened the 
Skverer beis midrash in 1970.

28 Tammuz
Rav Elazar of Lizhensk (1806)

Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, av beis din of 
Ujhely, Hungary (1759-1841), author of 
Yismach Moshe, founder of Satmar and 
Sighet dynasties. He was a direct descen-
dent of the Rema. He served as Rav and 
Av Beis Din of Shinova at the age of 26. 
He made a shiduch with his only daugh-
ter to a chasid of the Choseh of Lublin, 
and shortly therea�er became a follower 
himself. He taught Rav Yechezkel Shraga 
Halberstam of Shinova.

Rav Shlomo Ganzfried (1804-1886), 
born in Ungwar, Hungary. His father 
died while he was still young, and he was 
raised by the Rav of Ungwar, Rav Tzvi 
Hirsch Heller. He is the author of Kitzur 
Shulchan Aruch.

Rav Nachman Kahana, author of Or-
chos Chaim (1904)

Rav Yaakov Shaul Elyashar (1817-
1906). Born to Rav Eliezer Yerucham 
Elyashar in Tzefas, young Yaakov Shaul 
moved with his mother at the age of six 
to Yerushalayim; his father died a year 
later. His mother’s second husband, Rav 
Binyamin Mordechai Navon, took the 
boy under his wing. In 1883, Rav Yaakov 
Shaul accepted to become Rishon Letzion. 
At the inauguration, he also received the 
title of Chacham Bashi by the Turkish rul-
ers. Rav Yaakov Shaul authored the sefer 
Yissa Bracha. His son, Rav Nissim Elyas-
har, founded a charedi community in 
Yerushalayim and named it Givat Shaul, 
in his father’s honor.

Rav Chaim Friedlander (1923-1986), 
mashgiach in Ponovezh. He is considered 
one of the closest disciples of Rav Dessler. 
Author of Sifsei Chaim and Mesilos 
Chaim B'Chinuch.

29 Tammuz
Rav Yochanan HaSandler

Rav Shlomo Yitzchaki (Rashi) (1040-
1105). He traced his ancestry through the 
Tanna'im Rav Yochanan HaSandlar and 
Hillel the Elder back to King Dovid. He 
received his early talmudic training from 
his father, Rav Yitzchak. At a young age he 
went to Worms, Germany, to broaden his 
knowledge under Rav Yaakov ben Yakar. 
At the age of 25 he returned to his native 
Troyes. Amazingly, Rashi accomplished 
all his work during the Period of the Cru-
sades, when life was extremely dangerous 
for the Jews. Rashi had three daughters, 
who were great scholars in their own 
right, but also were married to men of 
greatness, and had children known as 
the "Baalei Tosafos," the most famous of 
whom, Rav Yaakov ben Meir, was known 
as Rabbeinu Tam.

Rav Yehoshua Boaz, the Shiltei Hagib-
borim, Italian commentator to Rif (1612)

1 Av
Aharon Hakohen (1395-1272 BCE) [the 
only yahrtzeit mentioned in the Torah]

Elazar ben Aharon Hakohen

Rav Chaim of Krasna (1793)

Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld (1805-1883), au-
thor of Chosan Sofer, and Rav in Maters-
dorf.

Rav Yaakov Moshe Shurkin, Rosh 
Mesivta Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, student 
of the Chafetz Chaim (1963)

Rav Shlomo Halberstam (1908-2000), 
son of Rav Ben Zion, grandson of Rav Shlo-
mo, founder of the Bobov dynasty. At the 
outbreak of World War II, he and his father 
escaped to Lemberg. On the fourth of Av 
1942 his father was killed, and Rav Shlomo 
escaped to the Bochnia Ghetto. In Bochnia, 
the Rav lost his Rebbetzin and two chil-
dren. He managed to escape with his only 
surviving child, Na�ali, to Budapest, and 
then to Bucharest. Rav Shlomo is believed 
to have been the last remaining Chassidic 
rabbi to have survived the Holocaust. Born 
in the Galicia region of central Europe, Rav 
Halberstam arrived in the United States in 
1946, alone and indigent a�er his group was 
largely obliterated by the Nazis. During the 
war, Halberstam dressed up as a nun in or-
der to rescue other Jews, hiding them in the 
false bottom of a coal truck. Halberstam is 
widely credited with rebuilding the Bobover 
community in the United States.

2 Av
Rav Aharon Tumim (1630-1690). A rav 
in Prague from 1659 to 1672, Rav Aharon 
became Rosh Yeshiva in Worms in 1672. 
He wrote Mateh Aharon on the Hagadah. 
In 1687, he accepted a position as Rav of 
Krakow, but because of political circum-
stances, he delayed his departure until 
1690. Shortly a�er he le� Worms, the city 
was destroyed by the troops of King Louis 
XIV. He served in Krakow four months be-
fore a Polish nobleman had him arrested; 
he died as a result of torture.

Rav Aharon Yosef Baksht, known in 
mussar circles as Reb Archik (1863-1941). 
Born in Iyola, Lithuania (near Vilna), an 
only child to Rav Yeshayahu Baksht, he le� 
home to study in Volozhin when he was 14. 
A�er studying under Rav Yitzchak Blazer at 
Halvayas HaMeis yeshiva in Slobodka, for 
three years, he transferred to the Beis Hatal-
mud in Kelm and became one of Rav Shim-
cha Zissel’s most outstanding talmidim. Af-
ter his marriage, he took his �rst rabbinical 
post in Bisgola, near Shavli. �erea�er, he 
served at Simiatitz (1896-1901), Volgograd 
(later known as Stalingrad), Shadova, Su-
valk, and eventually – in 1926 – in Lomza, 
where he also founded a Kollel. In 1937, he 
moved to Shavli to replace Rav Meir Atlas 
and founded a yeshiva. He was shot and 
murdered by the Nazis. Sadly, his many chi-
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Amidst Tight Security, Thousands 
Mark Yahrzeit of Ohr Hachaim zt”l 
on Har Hazeisim Without Incident

Jerusalem…As rockets rained on ma-
jor cities and a tense stando� with riot-
ing Palestinians only days earlier, thou-
sands marked the yahrzeit of the saintly 
Ohr Hachaim on Har Hazeisim, thanks 
to e�orts by the International Commit-
tee for the Preservation of Har Hazeisim. 
A year earlier, visitors were pelted with 
rocks as was a busload of Jews ascend-
ing to Har Hazeisim.  Many more Jews 
came this year to be mispallel for the se-
curity of the yishuv as rockets continued 
unabated.

Yanky Bichler who represents the 
ICPHH in Israel contacted Eli Bin, the 
Director of Magen David Adom who 
despite the tense situation in the South 
personally took charge of a large pres-
ence of his volunteer. He contacted his 
friend Yosi Perienti, the Commander of 
the Israeli Police in Jerusalem who in 
turn added to the already heavy presence 
on Har Hazeisim.  Both Bin and Perienti 
personally came to Har Hazeisim to take 
charge of the event.

“It was important to demonstrate 
to the Jewish world that Har Hazeisim 
was no longer abandoned and that at a 
time like this when Jews wanted to pour 
their hearts out at the kever of the Ohr 
Hachaim Hakadosh that they do so in 
complete safety,” said Avrohom Lu-
binsky, Chairman of the International 
Committee for the Preservation of Har 
Hazeisim. He noted that in addition to 
the thousands who came to the tzion of 
the Ohr Hachaim on his yahrzeit (15th 
of Tammuz), his kever is amongst the 
most visited on Har Hazeisim.

Most Jews refer to the Ohr Hachaim 
as the Ohr Hachaim Hakodosh, re�ect-
ing his reputation as a gaon and one who 
was steeped in kabbolah. Rav Chaim 
ben Moshe Ibn Attar became known as 
the Or Hachaim a�er his popular pei-
rush. He was born in Meknes, Morocco, 
in 1696 and was ni�ar in Yerushalayim 
on July 7, 1743. He was one of the most 
prominent rabbonim  in Morocco. 

dushim and commentary on the Yerush-
almi were also destroyed.

Rav Gedaliah Silverstone (1871-1944). 
Born in Eastern Europe in 1871, he studied 
in the yeshiva of Telshe under Rav Eliezer 
Gordon. In 1901, Rav Silverstone became 
Chief Rabbi of Belfast (Ireland). In ap-
proximately 1906, he moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. where he served several congre-
gations, including Tifereth Israel (which 
was then Orthodox) and Ohev Shalom. 
During the 1930s he settled in Eretz Yis-
rael. His works include Beis Meir, Yeshuah 
Gedolah, Pirchei Aviv, Sukkas Shalom and 
a Haggadah commentary entitled Korban 
Pesach.

Rav Moshe Stern, the Debrecziner Rav, 
author of Be’er Moshe (1914-1997). Born 
in Neuhaizal, Slovakia, on Hoshana Ra-
bah, his father, Rav Avraham, was the Rav 
of Neuhaizal, a historian and author of 
the sefarim, Gapei Eish on the Shas, Shul-
chan Eish and Melitzei Eish. A�er learn-
ing with his father and grandfather, Rav 
Moshe le� Neuhaizal to study in Yeshivas 
Pressburg, headed by the Chasam Sofer's 
great-grandson, Rav Akiva Sofer, the Daas 
Sofer. Rav Moshe married a daughter of 
Rav Mordechai Nissan HaKohen Strasser, 
a grandson of the Chasam Sofer. A�er his 
marriage, he moved to Debrecen, Hun-
gary's second largest city, where Jews had 
been barred from living until 1840. Deb-
recen had served as the capital of Hungary 
twice, once in 1849, and a second time, 
in 1944. In Debrecen, he was appointed a 
poseik and dayan. By 1941, 9,142 Jews lived 
in Debrecen and comprised about 7% of 
its population. A�er the war, about 4,640 
Jews returned to Debrecen making it the 
largest Jewish community in the area. Rav 
Moshe restructured the kehillah. Together 
with the Admor of Erlau, he even founded 
a yeshivah in Budapest. In about 1950, Rav 

Moshe was invited to be the rav of Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, where he stayed for a 
year. Soon a�erwards, Rav Moshe moved 
to New York and established his 'Kahal 
Yesodei HaTorah' whose congregants 
were mostly immigrants from Hungary. 
In 1969, Rav Moshe began publishing his 
sefer of responsa, Be'er Moshe. Another 
of Rav Moshe's sefarim is his "Kunterus 
Ha'Electric" where he discusses the dozens 
of shaylos involved with electricity, such as 
accepting testimony over the phone and 
setting up alarms to work on Shabbos.

3 Av
Rav Shimshon of Astropolia, along 
with 10,000 Jews of Polana, died al kid-
dush Hashem, in the Chmielnicki mas-
sacres (1648).

Rav Shimshon Bachrach of Nich-
olsburg, son of the Chavos Yair (1721)

Rav Yaakov Landau, son of the Noda 
BiYehudah (1822)

Rav Shmuel Bornstein (also known 
as Shmuel Salir), author of Shem Mishm-
uel and Rebbe of Sochaczev (Sochochow) 
(1855-1927). He was the son of the Avnei 
Nezer.

Rav Yitzchak ben Mordechai Twer-
sky, the �rst Skverer Rebbe in America. 
Known as Reb Itzikel Skverer, he left 
Ukraine and settled in the Boro Park sec-
tion of Brooklyn. Eventually he came to 
America, arriving in 1923. 

Rav Eliyahu Moshe Shisgal (1973). 
Learned with Rav Shlomo Heiman at 
Yeshivas Torah V'Daas. He married Faye 
Gittel Feinstein, daughter of Rav Moshe 
Feinstein.
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NIFTAR/NIFTERES & FAMILY ADDRESS OF SHIVA GETTING UP

R’ Lonnie Jacobson z”l 
Mrs. Diane Jacobson - wife 
Habachur Yossi Jacobson - son 

1485 E 16th Street Apt 4C
corner Ave O
Flatbush

Wednesday 
Morning 
7/23/14

Mrs. Lily Want z”l 
R’ Yitzchok Schwarzmer - brother 
R’ Kalmen Schwarzmer - brother 
Mrs. Yachy Rindner - sister 

4319 10th Avenue Apt 3
bet 43rd St & 44th St
Boro Park

Wednesday 
Morning 
7/23/14

R’ Moshe Yisroel Cohen z”l 
Mrs. Leah Cohen - sister 
R’ Yoel Cohen - brother 
Mrs. Chaya Muller - sister 
Mrs. Chava Deitsch - sister 
R’ Shaya Cohen - son 
R’ Shaul Yitzchok Cohen - son 
R’ Menachem Cohen - son 
Mrs. Faiga Blackman - daughter 
Mrs. Sura Esther Jungreis - son 
Mrs. Mattel Fried - daughter 

11 A Edwin Lane
o� Walter Drive
Monsey

Wednesday 
Morning 
7/23/14

Mrs. Jodie Rubenstein z”l 
R’ Max Rubenstein - son 

88 Mark Dr
bet Park St & Marginal Rd
Atlantic Beach

Thursday 
Morning 
7/24/14

Mrs. Shirley Spiro z”l 
R’ Elliot Spiro - son 
R’ Mendel Spiro - son 
Mrs. Ronda Rosen - daughter

45 Dorothy St
bet Forest Hill Rd & Fields Ave
Staten Island

Thursday 
Morning 
7/24/14

R’ Harry Schwartzbard z”l 
R’ Arthur Schwartzbard - son 
Mrs. Karen Cutler - daughter

1179 Lincoln Ct
bet Lincoln Ave & Park Ave
Elberon, NJ

Thursday 
Morning 
7/24/14

Mrs. Chaya Sara Rothenberg z”l 
R’ Yisroel Akiva Rothenberg - husband 
R’ Yehuda Labkovsky - brother 
R’ Moshe Dovid Labkovsky - brother 
R’ Moshe Rothenberg - son 
R’ Yankel Rothenberg - son 
R’ Meir Rothenberg - son 
Habachur Eli Rothenberg - son 
Mrs. Etty Kanarek - daughter 
Mrs. Devora Ackerman - daughter 
Mrs. Zeesy Munk - daughter 
Mrs. Nechama Weissman - daughter 
Mrs. Tzippy Yankelowitz - daughter 

54 Witzel Ct
o� Horton Dr
Monsey

Friday 
Afternoon 
7/25/14

Mrs. Olga Ordentlich z”l 
R’ Louis Ordentlich - son

99 Beechknoll Rd
bet 75th Rd & Overhill Rd
Forest Hills

Friday 
Afternoon 
7/25/14

Mrs. Zelda Wrotzlovksy z”l 
R’ Chaim Wrotzlovksy - son
Mrs. Mindy Hammond - daughter
Mrs. Rivky Polansky - daughter
Mrs. Rochel Lang - daughter
Mrs. Devora Bleich - daughter

1312 Ave N
bet E 13th St & E 14th St
Flatbush

Sunday 
Morning 
7/27/14

R’ Chaim Svarc z”l 
R’ Yankel Svarc - son 
Mrs. Judy Beilus - daughter 

1064 55th St
bet 10th Ave & 11th Ave
Boro Park

Sunday 
Morning 
7/27/14

R’ Donald Greenstein z”l 
Mrs. Judy Greenstein - Sister 
R’ Jonathan Greenstein - Son

317 Kirby Ave
Bet Bryant St & W Broadway
Woodmere

Sunday 
Morning 
7/27/14

MISASKIM 
SHIVA LISTING
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Community           News NEWS AND EVENTS IN & AROUND 
THE FLATBUSH COMMUNITY

EVENTS

NEWS

MOSDOS
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EVENT
CALENDAR

To add your Event, please email: EVENTS@THEFJJ.COM

JULY 29

Yeshiva Torah Vodaas
Nine Days Kinus

AUGUST 5

Chofetz Chaim Heritage 

Foundation
Tisha B’av Event

Kleinman Holocaust Foundation
Tisha B’av Event

AUGUST 1-AUGUST 3

Beth Medrash Govoha
Catskills Community Shabbos and 
Reception

AUGUST 6

Keren Aniyem

Annual Summer EventEPTEMBER  14

Bris Avrohom
Annual Dinner

Shuvu
Annual Summer Lawrence Breakast

NOVEMBER 16

WLCR 
36th Anniversary Dinner

NOVEMBER 18

Ten Yad  
Chinese Auction

Bonai Olam  
Chinese Auction

NOVEMBER 19

Bikur Cholim of Flatbush 
Nefesh Chaya Annual Tea

NOVEMBER 23

Yeshiva Beth Abraham – 

Slonim of Jerusalem  
Annual Dinner

Yeshiva Derech Chaim
Chinese Auction

DECEMBER 7, 2014

Yeshiva Rabi Chaim Berlin
Annual Dinner

MAY 17, 2015

Yeshiva Derech Chaim
40th Dinner

FJCC Interviews Assembly Candidates
As election season begins anew, the 

Flatbush Jewish Community Coalition has 
begun its annual series of meetings and 
interviews with perspective candidates for 
political o�ce. Members of the FJCC board 
met this past week with four candidates for 
the NY State Assembly vying for two local 
seats. All four candidates had reached out 
to the FJCC to engage the Flatbush Jewish 
community on issues and to seek the com-
munity’s support in the upcoming Septem-
ber 9th Democratic Primary.

Running in the 42nd Assembly District 
to replace the retiring Assemblywoman 
Rhoda Jacobs are Rickie Tulloch and Rod-
neyse Bichott. Both are members of the 
African American community, and both 
are seeking the support of Orthodox Jews 
living in the district. FJCC members used 
the opportunity to vigorously question 
both candidates and seek their positions on 
high priority communal issues. Education 
assistance for private schools and support 
for special needs children dominated the 
conversation. Both candidates expressed 
their desire to represent the needs of the 
Orthodox community in Albany. While 
this initial exchange was a good start, fu-
ture meetings are being planned to better 
understand each candidate and where they 
stand on the issues that matter most to the 
Flatbush Jewish community.

�e 45th AD is currently represented by 
Steve Cymbrowitz who pledged to continue 
to use his experience, relationships and se-
niority on behalf of his constituents. Ben 
Axelrod, an Orthodox Jew who was born 
in the Soviet Union, discussed his ideas 
and vision for the future. Mr. Axelrod lost 

narrowly to Mr. Cymbrowitz in a primary 
four years ago. �e questions addressed to 
both candidates were pointed and led to 
some very productive conversations. Co-
alition members used this opportunity to 
voice their concern and feelings on a num-
ber of issues including education, morality 
issues, kids at risk, and government sup-
port for communal organizations. 

A�er the candidates le�, the board 
began an important discussion of how to 
expand Flatbush voter registration num-
bers. Of the many tasks undertaken by 
the FJCC, recent elections have seen an 
energized FJCC presence resulting in bet-
ter voting numbers by the community 
on Election Day. “Strong Orthodox Jew-
ish voter registration numbers and voter 
turnout bene�ts our community in nu-
merous tangible ways” FJCC Chairman, 
Josh Mehlman, commented. Mr. Mehl-
man continued, “�e FJCC plans to build 
on last years very successful voter regis-
tration and get-out-the vote drives that 
helped secure a victory for Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch.”

�is meeting is part of an ongoing ef-
fort by the FJCC to unite the rabbinical, 
communal and political leadership of the 
growing Flatbush community.

Ohr Somayach International’s Mentors Mission: Bringing Back Our Boys
Visiting the Frenkel home in Nof Aya-

lon on Sunday morning with 80 mentors 
and students to be menachem avel was a 
moment that will remain etched on the 
hearts of all of us for a long time. �e 
baalei batim and the not yet frum col-
lege students in our group had come to 
Yeshivas Ohr Somayach in Eretz Yisroel 
from North America to learn tour and 
grow together on the Mentors Mission. 
�at morning, the group had come to de-
liver a powerful message to the Frenkel 
family. �e missive was that we had all 
dedicated the work of bringing back the 
boys on this trip closer to Hashem to be 
a source of merit for the three students 
who were tragically murdered and who 
were not able to be brought back to their 
own homes. �e Frenkel’s were visibly 
moved by the concern and outpouring of 

emotion from the group and thanked us 
for the chizuk.

�e Mentors Mission began Wednes-
day evening with a walk along the Ram-
parts Walk, a tour of the Churva Shul and 
the opening banquet overlooking the Ko-
sel where the mentors and students for-
mally greeted each other. Rav Avrohom 
Reisman, Rosh Kollel of Ohr Somayach 
and Rav Dovid Kaplan, senior lecturer, 
inspired the group with moving talks. 

A�er the �ursday morning learning 
session where we began the sugya of zeh 
nehneh vezeh lo chaser, the group took 
part in an exhilarating Krav Maga anti-
terrorist training session followed by 
a trip to Nes Harim water park. R’ Yos-
sel Tabak hosted a lavish dinner at this 
home for the group �ursday night. He 
spoke about the mitzvah of “Veahavta 

L’Rayacha Kamo-
cha,” explaining 
to the students 
that he opened 
up his home not 
because he knew 
the group or be-
cause he expect-
ed any payback. 
Rather, express-
ing love towards 
other Jews is a 
fundamental part 
of yiddishkeit. A late night trip to Kever 
Rochel closed out a most tiring but ful-
�lling day.

�roughout Shabbos, Rav Nota Schil-
ler, Rosh Hayeshiva, Rav Yitzchok Bre-
itowitz and Rav Dovid Gottlieb, senior 
lecturers, and Rav Moshe Tuvia Lie�, 

Morah D’Asra Agudas Yisroel Bais Bin-
yomin in Flatbush, who graced the Men-
tors Mission with his presence, delivered 
powerful shiurim and derashos. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 75
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For he must dwell in his city of refuge un-
til the death of the Kohen Gadol, and a� er the 
death of the Kohen Gadol the killer shall return 
to the land of his possession (35:28)

� e Torah makes the length of an unin-
tentional killer’s sentence in an ir miklat (city 
of refuge) contingent upon a most peculiar 
condition: the death of the Kohen Gadol. � e 
Talmud (Makkos 11a) relates that mothers 
of Kohanim Gedolim were concerned that 
those killers might pray that their sons should 
die, and they would therefore bring food and 
clothing to the arei miklat in an e� ort to make 
its residents happy so they should not wish 
death upon the Kohen Gadol.

� e Talmud wonders why they had to un-
dertake such action. A verse in Mishlei (26:2) 
states clearly, “A gratuitous curse will not 
come upon him”; one need not fear a curse is-
sued for no reason. Why, then, should the Ko-
hen Gadol’s mother be concerned that her son 
would die as the rest of a killer’s curse?

Talmud Yerushalmi explains that there 
is a di� erence between a curse and a te� llah 
(prayer). An unprovoked curse will not come 
to pass, but there is no guarantee that an un-
justi� ed and unprovoked te� llah will not be 
answered.

� ere is another halachah involving a Ko-
hen Gadol that points to this very same teach-
ing.

We read during the avodah of Yom Kippur 
Mussaf that in the times of the Beis HaMik-
dash, as the Kohen Gadol exited the Kodesh 
HaKodashim, he would utter a short te� llah. 
What was he davening for at that exalted time? 

One of the things he said was, “Please 
ignore the prayers of wayfarers.” � e Kohen 
Gadol was concerned that someone would be 
in the middle of a road trip and he would feel 
a couple of drops. In fear of getting caught in a 
downpour, he might pray,

“Please, Hashem, let it stop raining.” Since 
that sel� sh prayer would be detrimental for 
farmers and society at large, the Kohen Gadol 
had to expend some of the upli� ed moments 
as he exited the Kodesh HaKodashim to pray 
that Hashem ignore that te� llah, because he 
realized that Hashem might just listen to this 
single wayfarer!

To understand how and why it is so, we 
must analyze a story in the Gemara.

� e Talmud relates that a demon was in-
juring members of the yeshivah of Rav Acha 
bar Yaakov, and all attempts to rid themselves 
of the demon failed.

One day, Rav Acha bar Yaakov heard that 
Abaye would be visiting their town, and he 
came up with a plan. He issued orders that 
no one should invite Abaye to stay with them 
in their homes, which would compel him to 
sleep in the shul (where the yeshivah learned) 
that night. Acha � gured that Abaye would 
meet the demon and daven to have it removed 
once and for all.

Indeed, that is exactly what happened.
� e Maharsha poses a question on this 

story. How could Rav Acha bar Yaakov endan-
ger Abaye’s life under the assumption that he 
would somehow emerge alive and well? How 
did he know that a miracle would save not 
only Abaye, but the entire city from danger? 
Even assuming that one is allowed to rely on 
miracles — which we are not allowed to do — 
a person who has enough merit to warrant a 
miracle may not want to waste his merits on 
having a miracle performed for him.

How did Rav Acha have the right to make 
Abaye lose some of his merit in heaven?

� e Maharsha answers that Rav Acha bar 
Yaakov felt that Abaye would be able to stop 
this demon through te� llah, not through a 
miracle. Prayer, he explains, is part of the nat-
ural order of the world, and since it is a law of 
nature, one does not lose merit when using it.

� e same applies to the prayers of uninten-
tional killers in an ir miklat or of a wayfarer.

True, there is no reason for Hashem to 
grant their wish that a Kohen Gadol die or that 
there be no rain because one person will get 
home with wet clothing. But prayer is a natu-
ral part of the system this world was built on, 
and it can be accepted even without a reason.

When we see how potent prayer is even 
when the person davens for outrageous things 
(that the High Priest should die; there should 
be no rainfall), we realize how much more 
potent our prayers are when we daven that 
we should be able to learn better, to be better 
parents, better spouses, and better members of 
our community!

Rabbi Frand on the Parsha
RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND, WITH PERMISSION FROM ARTSCROLL/MESORAH

Parashas Masei
Selfi sh, But Potent Nonetheless

The FJJ Comes to Life
on your computer...

www.flatbushjewishjournal.com
current issue  . archives  . rates & schedule  . flatbush news

s’’xc

A� er an action-packed and upli� -
ing Sunday that had the group visiting 
the Frenkel home, the ancient city of 
Tzipori, donkey riding in Kfar Kedem 
and a tour of the Galil Mountain Win-
ery, I was a bit skeptical as to how the 
learning session would work outside 
the Kever Rashb”i in Meron. A� er an 
inspiring speech by Rabbi Lie� , the 
group entered the batei medrash out-
side the kever and jumped right into 
the milchamta shel Torah that has al-
ways been the focal point of the Men-
tors Mission and is the source for the 
tremendous bond that gets created be-
tween the mentors and students dur-
ing this � ve day experience. We then 
checked into the hotel in Tzefas for sup-
per before heading out to Amuka for a 
midnight visit sans electricity. Rabbi 
Lie�  led Maariv and the recitation of 
Tehilim. We then lit a few candles and 
had a most moving kumzitz. Many of 
the students expressed their feelings 
and desire to grow in yiddishkeit. Both 
mentors and students spoke from their 
hearts about what they had learnt on 
the trip and what they would like to 
take back home with them. It seemed 
as though the blackness of the Golan 
Heights mountain air had brought out 
the deepest feelings from within the 
yiddisher hertzer.     

� e � nal learning session Monday 
morning in Tzefas and was followed by 
ATV’ing in Moshav Dishon. We then 

headed to the beach in Kiryat Sanz, 
Netanya.

At the farewell banquet in Kiryat 
Sanz on Monday, many of the students 
thanked the mentors for taking the 
time, resources and love for their fel-
low Jews to really make a di� erence in 
their lives. In the words of one of the 
students Hunter Clement, “Mentor-
ship has taught me many things. It has 
taught me how to live a religious life, 
how to live a family life and how to be 
happy.”

Earlier on in the trip, we had passed 
the bus stop where the abduction of the 
three boys had taken place as we were 
returning from Krav Maga anti-terror-
ist training and a tour of Gush Etzion 
Visitors Center. We decided to stop and 
get out. Rabbi Lie�  spoke about the im-
portance that yiddishkeit attaches to 
every single yid. We then had a mov-
ing kumzitz right there that culminated 
with the upli� ing singing of “Am Yis-
roel Chai.” Passersby stopped their cars 
as they watched the spectacle of eighty 
Jews from di� erent backgrounds con-
nect with the unity and love that this 
tragedy seems to have been able to trig-
ger worldwide.    

The boys have not been brought 
back alive but may the merit of bring-
ing back our boys to our father in heav-
en serve as an aliyah for the neshamos 
of Na� ali, Gilad and Eyal and may it 
bring about the days of “vshavu bonim 
ligevulum,” when we will be brought 
back to our father. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 74

Opportunity

Daf Yomi in Depth 
9:30am - 11:00am

By Rabbi Moshe Schoenblum

at Congregation Yad Yosef
1036 Ocean Parkway (J-K)
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CLASSIFIED ADS SHOULD BE 

EMAILED   ADS@THEFJJ.COM
CALL: 718-692-1144Classifi ed       Ads

HOUSE FOR SALE 

5 Towns LI/Far Rockaway Excellent location 5 
bedrooms 3 baths DR/LR basement-near all. 
Yochi Sabri WinZone Re 212-470-3856 other 
Listings available.

ACRES!!  Summer Home!  
New Listing!!  CHC - 5 Bdrm-
EIK-den-patio- on private 2.4 
acres in Wesley Hills/Suffern!  

Call Lisa for details 
914-649-4959 

Fuerst & Fuerst

BUNGALOW FOR RENT AUGUST

Beautiful 3 bedroom bungalow for rent in 
Fantastic Homes/Dushinsky for August - 
weekly or Shabbosim. Spacious, Central 
A/C, 2 bathrooms. Call 917-538-8300. 

VACATION RENTALS IN ISRAEL

Geula – Beautiful, new, clean, luxurious 
apartments for rent. Daily/weekly.  
Conveniently fully equipped.  American 

management, excellent service & rates, 
located near stores, es a a s  ifi  
available. No commission.

Call 011-972-2-5384783 or 718-564-6061 

HELP WANTED

fi e i   a s  is see i  a  se e a  
from 10:00-6:00. Please call 718-692-1212.

SALESMAN: Manufacturer of retail cleaning 
products seeking salesman to handle 
current and new distributor/wholesale 
a s  s  a e e e ie e i  fi eld 
sales.  EMAIL RESUME :  
KINGPINEBRANDS@GMAIL.COM

Small Private Special Education School 
seeking Full Time Physical Therapist to work 
with multi-discipline team of professionals.  
Great opportunity, competitive salary.  
Email resume to Elisa123@verizon.net.

Packaging company looking for outside 
salesperson energetic with car.  Perfect for 
the right individual.  Salary plus commission.  
Jewelry or packaging experience a plus.
sales@novelbox.com

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Babysitter, very experienced, reliable, warm, 

frum, loves children.  Many references.  

Looking for full time work in Brooklyn.  

Available immediately. Call 718-757-0762.

Are you looking for a warm & caring 

babysitter in your home in the AM? 

Please call 917-514-0562. 

WAREHOUSE/SUBLET

Beautiful warehouse in Canarsie looking to 

sublet 3000 square feet fully rack, 21 foot 

high ceiling everything included one driving.   

$3500.00 a month email sales@novelbox.

com or 1-917-494-7801. 

LAUNDROMAT / DRY CLEANERS

Tandy Laundromat Full & self service 

wash & fold 80c/Lb (Tide & Downy) Shirt 

Laundered on Hanger 1.50 each professional 

dry cleaning Free pick up & Delivery 

2928 Ave P, corner of Nostrand Ave. 

718-645-2500.

advertising
marketing

E V E N T S
coordination

718.692.0999
www.citicom1.com» »
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FLATBUSH PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE IN THE 
FJJ PROFESSIONAL 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY:

ONLY $350 FOR ENTIRE 2014
INCLUDES 3 LINES OF INFORMATION: NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE & WEBSITE   

ACCOUNTING 

Oscar Abraham, CPA
(718) 258-1829  959 E 12 Street
www.oabrahamcpa.com  
oscar.abraham2@gmail.com

Alan J. Braun, CPA
(718) 338-2641
AlanBraun@verizon.net

Esther Styller, CPA
Text “NEED CPA” to 718.316.7613
or email esther@styllercpa.com

BABY CLOTHES

Layettes 4 Less
Chaya 917-710-2021  layette4less.com

BAGELS / CATERING

Bagel Hole
1431 Coney Island Ave /718.377.9700
1423 Avenue J / 718.258.4150

BAKERY

Chiffons Kosher Cake Center
430 Avenue P / 718.998.7530
www.shopchiffons.com 
shopchiffons@gmail.com

CORPORATE & TAX ATTORNEY
Miriam Vishnepolskaya
917.873.8161    
mv@mvesq.com       www.mvesq.com

DENTIST

Dr. Mark Kaufman
718.258.1931

EVENT COORDINATION
Citicom!
718.692.0999

EXTERMINATOR
Right Choice Pest Control, Inc.
Shabsy 917.370.7900

Squish Pest Control
Mordy Fogel 917-922-7722
Insect control & all types of wildlife removal
www.squishpestcontrol.com

HEALTH N MORE
Health N More 
Miracle Pitcher, Javita Coffee and more
347.482.4423

INSURANCE 

The Alter Agency/Allstate
Chaim L. Alter
(718) 713-8400  (917) 868-4900 
CharlesAlter@Allstate.com

MOHEL

Rabbi Paysach Krohn
718.846.6900

MUSIC

Ieshula Ishakis Orchestra
718-288-7150
joshndpromo@gmail.com

Neginah Orchestras
718-854-2911
musicbyneginah@aol.com

ONE MAN BAND & SINGER
Sol Dweck
Available in NY & NJ
732.319.0912     soldweck@gmail.com

PARENTING & CHINUCH

Rabbi Yitzchak Ackerman, LMHC
Guidance and Support for Parents & Edu-
cators  718.344.6575

PLUMBING & HANDYMAN 

Shalom Handyman DBA
Shalom Handyman
917.217.3676

ROOFING 

	 	 	
718.253.3484

SHIDDUCH SERVICES

Binyan Adey Ad
718.256.7525

SIMCHA HALLS

Young Israel of Flatbush
1012 Avenue I   718.377.4400
capacity 175

Tiferes Chaya Hall 
at Knesses Bais Avigdor 
(Rav Aharon Kahn)
1720 Ave J - on SW corner of Ave J 
and east 18th street; capacity 220
917.843.9938   baisavigdor@gmail.com

SWIMMING COURSES
Ruchy Feldmaus
Lifeguarding & W.S.I. Courses 347.342.6947   
Ruchyswimschool@gmail.com

TUPPERWARE

Rochelle Rothman  
718.258.0415   Call for current sales specials

VIDEO / PHOTO

Akselrud Studio
Aaron Akselrud
718.338.6536   aakselrud@msn.com

Kuvien Photography 
by Yehuda Bolthauser
718.989.6540   www.kuvien.com

Royal Photography 
718.436.7793   www.royalphotographyny.com

WATCHES

Watches Unique
Swiss watches for Men/Chassanim
347.244.7825 watchesUniq.com

YOGA & MASSAGE

“Kosher” Yoga/Licensed Massage 
Therapy 516-371-3715
436 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst NY
www.peacefulpresence.com

Mona Flaks 
Licensed Massage Therapist 
Massage as therapy and relaxation
718-258-3991

718.692.1144  
ads@thefjj.com

CATAPULT LEARNING
School Teachers for Title I in

Brooklyn Yeshivas
*B.A. Required

*Strong desire to help children learn
*Excellent organizational skills

*Small group instruction
*Competitive salary

Email resume: 
nyteachers@catapultlearning.com

Fax# (718) 381-3493

Ave J/Ocean Ave. Shmr Shabbos, Real 
es a e  fi e  l i   ea e  
individual for entry position, Answer 
phones, reception, assist manager. 
F/T, will train. Should be computer 

fi ie  d  e e  a d 
multi-tasking. Perfect for someone just 
back from seminary. E-mail jobs@lilmor.

com or 718-692-2525 Ext 180.

	 	 	
Yeshiva near Brooklyn looking for 

alifi ed i di id al  e see all 
aspects of operations.  Must be self-

motivated, organized, responsible, multi 
tasker with good communication skills. 

Experience a plus. Email resume to 
jobhunt613@gmail.com

718.253.0306

Party    WITH 

 Malky
Where parties come to life •

LISMATDESIGNS.COM

2163 CONEY ISLAND AVE BROOKLYN, NY 11223
718-376-4956 • LISMATDESIGNS@YAHOO.COM

ACRYLIC
PLEXIGLAS

LUCITE
ACRYLITE

TDESIGNS.COM
SINCE
1964

TDESIGNS.COM
SINCE
1964

SINCE
1964

Custom Fabrications

When you need it done right - and on time!

$45 DRAIN CLEANING

917.582.8511
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS
AVENUE M  
APPLE BANK

ASTORIA BANK

BAGEL STORE

CHADASH PIZZA

CHAP A NOSH

CHASE BANK

COMMAND COPY

ICE CREAM HOUSE

INVESTOR'S BANK

JUDAICA PLACE

KOFF'S BAKERY

MEAL MART

MOISHES SUPERMARKET

MOUNTAIN FRUIT

PRESSER'S BAKERY

WEISS BAKERY

AVENUE J 
ADVANCED COPY CENTER

APPLE BANK

BAGEL HOLE

CITIBANK

FLUSHING BANK

ISAACS BAKERY

J DRUGS

J MENS SHOES

JERUSALEM 2 PIZZA

KOSHER DELIGHT

OSTROVITZKY BAKERY

ROYAL PHARMACY

SATMAR MEATS

SOVEREIGN BANK

CONEY ISLAND  
BAGEL HOLE

BP CAR WASH

EICHLERS

HAPPY HOME

HARRICO PHARMACY

MITTELMAN'S

MODERN CHEMIST

PAPERIFIC

SCHNITZI

SHELL STATION

SPRINKLES

SUNBRITE CLEANERS

SWEET CHOICE

THE BUZZ

THE HAT BOX

TIFERES STAM

NOSTRAND AVE  
KING OF THE SEA

KOFF'S BAKERY

KOLD KUTS TAKE OUT

KOSHER PIZZA PALACE

MB VINEYARDS

MONACO CLEANERS

NAVAR PHARMACY

SCHREIBER'S BAKERY

SHOP SMART

SWEET CHOICE

TORAH TREASURES

TOV UMATIV

WOLF'S GROCERY

KINGS HIGHWAY  
DEAR DRUGS

JERUSALEM GLATT

KOSHER HUT

MARINE PARK  
K.D.S. 

KOSHER PALACE

MR. NOSH

ON THE GRILL 

SUPERMARKET OF AVE. N

TOPS LIQUOR

13TH AVENUE  
AMNON'S PIZZA

BANK OF AMERICA

BP FOOD MART

CAPITAL ONE BANK

CENTER 1 GROCERY

CHASE BANK

CHASE BANK

EAGELS BAKERY

FLUSHING BANK

FRUIT ON 13TH

GAL PAZ

INVESTORS BANK

KING DAVID

LINICK'S TOYS

MEGA 53

NORTHFIELD BANK

PARADISE FRUITS

SOVEREIGN BANK

SHELL STATION

STRAUSS BAKERY

SUBSATIONAL

SUPER 13

VALLEY NATIONAL BANK

ZIONS SUPERMARKET

14-15TH AVENUE  
KOL TUV SUPERMARKET

LIFE PHARMACY

PAPERIFIC

ROSNER'S

YOSSI'S

16TH AVENUE  
DAGAN PIZZA STORE

DUANE READE

FALLSBURG BAGELS

GROSS BAKERY

KAFF'S KAFE

KORN'S BAKERY

KOSHER MEATS

LIEB PHARMACY

MOISHE'S PARADISE

MOTTIE'S PIZZA 

18TH AVENUE  
BP SUPERMARKET

CHASE BANK

HADAR GEULAH

J2 PIZZA

MENDEL'S PIZZA

MENDELSONS PIZZA

THE WINERY

KENSINGTON  
E. 2 ST. & CORTELYOU GROCERY

FAMOUS PITA

KORN'S BAKERY

PIZZA KING

LAWRENCE 
BRACHS SUPERMARKET

SEASONS SUPERMARKET

WAFFELINO

CEDARHURST 
BAGEL DELIGHT

BANK OF AMERICA

CAPITAL ONE BANK

CHASE BANK

CRAWFORDS

DIME SAVINGS BANK

GOURMET GLATT

GRAND CENTRAL PHARM.

JERUSALEM PIZZA

JUDAICA PLUS

OH NUTS

PIZZA AND BOUREKAS

SUNFLOWER CAFÉ

TRADITIONS

YOGURT & ICE CREAM

Z. BERMAN

FAR ROCKAWAY 
KOSHER WORLD

PIZZA WORLD
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MAIN STREET DELI

MEAL MART
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SAFRA
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ROSENBLUM’S
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CIRCA
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EAT A PITA

FARMER’S MARKET
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FOODEX 

FOUR CORNERS
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GLATT BITE
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HARMONY 
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WASHINGTON SQUARE
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KIAMISHA

LIBERTY
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MONROE 

MONTICELLO

SOUTH FALLSBURG

SWAN LAKE

WHITE LAKE

WOODBURNE

WOODRIDGE
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