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JAMES B.DAVENPORT o IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

! » | | |
I : o :.
ELIZABETH DAVENPORT : BALTIMORE CITY %

TO THE HONORABLE,THE-JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

| ' Your Orstor complaining respectfully represents:

(I). Thet he wes merried to his wife, Elizabeth Davenport, |
‘on or sbout the dsy of 1919, and with whom he resided .

i in Baltimore City until sbout thé"?th day of April 1920, when
1‘1 ) .
gthe defendent without eny Jjust csuse or reason sbandoned and de- |

i serted him.

i (8) That ever siﬁcélééid>marriage’your Oretor hes behaved

i ) )
[ himself as a faithful, cheste and affectionate husbend toward the

i : | t
‘ gsid Elizabeth Davenporte o r

| (3)  Thet said Elizabeth Devenport hes, on divers dsys snd
% times since ssaid marriagé, committed the crime of adultery with
1 .

i divers, lewed and abandoned men in Baltimore City, whose names
i to vour Orator are unknown, and sa&id offense has not been condon-

i ed by vour Orator.
i (49) Thet there are no children as issie of said marriage.

B (5) That your Orator hes not lived or co-hebited with the

V said Eii?abeth Davenport since he discovered her esdulteries.

V (6) That both your Orator and the defendant sre citizens
 of the Statenpf Mgrylend, heving resided in Baltimore City for '

more then three yesrs prior to the filing of this bill.




T0 THE END,THEREFORE;

(a) Thet your Orator mey be divorced & Vinculo Matrimonii

from the ssid Elizebeth Davenport.

(b) Thet he may have such other and further relief as his

case may require,

May it please your HonbrAto grant unto your Orator, the
Writ of Subpoens directed ggainst the‘said Elizabeth Davenport,
commandf@hd reruiring her to be .and appear in this Court on some
day certain to be named therein to answer the premises and ebide

by and perform such decree or order &s may be passed therein,

| AND as in duty bound, etec,

4
| %%.g@qi%zﬂww
LICITOR rOR € LAL .
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Form 18-5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

@o Elizabeth - Davenport

| of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law begmnmg on the second Monday of May : ~ next.

cause an appearance 'to .be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

JAMES Bs DAVENPCRT

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore Cxty,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:.

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GO'RTER, Chief ]udgé of the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City, the "}12th day of parch . 1925
Issued the 12th ~ day of Aoril , in the year 192z

Chas R. Whiteford " Clerk.

MEMORANDUM:: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk’s
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JAMES B, DAVENPORT

VS.

LLIZABETH DEVENEORT

RESPONDENT*S ANSWER

Mr. Clerk:-

Please file.

A T %

Daily Record Co. Print, Baltimore, Md.




JAMES B. DAVENPORT T _ IN THE CIRCUIT COURT g
) | |
VS, : OF !
ETLIZABETH DAVENPQRT : _ BAIEIMORE_CITY ;

TO THEAHONORABLE;THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
The enswer of y&ﬁr respondent to the Complainant's Bill
of Cohplaint in fhe above céSe exhibited is as follows:-.
(1) She admits the statements contained in the complainant 8
first paragraph. -
(R) Thet she neither admits nor denies sllegations contesined
‘ln the complalnant 8 second paragraph.
(5) Thet she ‘denies with great emphesis the allegatlons as
contained in the third paregreph of the Complasinent'!s bill.
(4) That she admits the fourth parag:aph of the complainant's
bill. o . |
(?) Thet she admits the fifthpparsgraph of the Complainent's
bi1l, ' S | .
(6) That she admits the sixth parasgraph of the complainent's

bill, ' : .
: And as in duty bound. &C. » )




BALT IMORE. CITY

VS.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

AVIS & BISHOP
TTO NEYS TLAW

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF ':

}7 /\;Z\jf 2 20|
JAMES B. m@z
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JAMES B. DAVENPORT e . IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
VS. R A OF
S o v : . .
ELIZABETH DAVENPORT. ~ :  BALTIMORE CITY

T0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Your antdr’ébmpléining respectfully seys:=~
(1)

That on or about the 9th day of April 1923, your 0rator~

e v T T —" A X AR R A T e TR — ey~ TR s T e s

filed in tbis Homorsble Court a bill of complainx ‘praying smong

other things & divorce a Vinculo Matrimonii elleging sdultery.

—— e e e s e

L (2) :
~ That your Orator failed to add a paragraph alleging
desertion, _ o o
. WHEREFOREfyour.Onator prayn leave to amend the afore-
mentioned original bill of complaint by adding the following

paragraph to be known as the, seventh parsgraph of the original
bill of complaint.

(7) That though the conduct of your Orator toward the said

i
S - , - N - i
‘Elizsbeth Davenport has slways been kind, affectionate and above ‘
l reproach, she héé without any just csuse or reason sbandoned i

I| and deserted him end has declered her intentions to live with him'

no longer, ‘end that such abandonment has continued uninterruptad-f

ly for more than thrée years prior to thei filing of this bill, ;ﬁ -
and is deliberate and finsl and the separation of the parties is

'beyond any reasonsble expectation of reconciliatlon. ,

y Ckﬂttorney for Plaintiff.




/A’/ﬁ 1/»‘ /7
Ordered this /7~ day of \//P ‘%\ 1923 by the Circuit

S

Court of Baltimore City that the origin‘él bill of complaint in

the aforementioned case be amended &s }arayed.

4 ‘//‘



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

¥ V.-

=2
JAMES B. DAVEYSte-D
vs.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT.

RESPONDENT'S ANSWER

‘Please file.

Mr.Clerk:-_ Q T,

Josm& éHE RY, Jr.
Al ORNEY_ AT LAW

BANNEKER BUILDING
14 E. PLEASANT STREET

ALT\MORE, MD. e

2

s // /7% }/57:7 :s

The Daily Record Co. Print, Baltimore, Md.
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JAMES B. DAVENPORT

vs.

ELIZABETH

Complaint

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

DAVENPORT

BALTIMORE CITY.

T0 THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
The answer of your respondent to the Amended Bill of

in the above entitled;oase exhibited is as follows:

(1) A
That she denies with gre&t emphasis the allegations

as conteined in the seventh paregraph of the emended bill of

complaint,

& e ey e s

et £ e T . _— T ————— v AW S i S -

et s meat . e e = e e




| CIRCUIT COURT
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Petition for leave to take

e e ,, ‘Testimony and Order
of Court thereon
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Form 25—SM—5-19 .
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"IN THE

Circuit Court

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the

Circuit Court of Baltlmore Cxty

THE PETITION OF{

Gans

g

Cy t.:_
B ”
\ .

A , S N
in this case, respectfully shows that

- respectfully pfay A~

‘Examiners of this Court.

’@ désire S

% A
that leave be granted@« to do so before one of the Standing

t

to take testimony in this case, and

ORDERED, this

day of

.
) et

that

//

J

. leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testimony, as p% before any one

/

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.

1

At
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In the Circuit Court, ,

OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS

e

No, =z

PLAINTIFF'S’ COSTS

Frxaminers ‘ $

Cﬂp 1es
Sheriff-
b‘[{”l()grap/“,r

PRl Je

DEFENDANT'S COSTS

Examiners. ;
Copies.
Sheriff.

;S‘[t”l()graplter
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------------------------------- Iu the Tirenit Cmuet -

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the_____ M o
of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the
Z < f ‘

of Maryland, and assigned the____._£A4dtc _day of_
in the same year at. . ZMALL ________ o'clock in the_ 4 7 ) _#___noonand the
office of.}Jm_(QM/ _éiu_f_’_ ___________ in the City and State
aforesaid,” as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;
at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been giyen, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor____________ of the

_____________ Q«QZﬁ_ﬂ_-_"_-________to take the following depositions, that

is to say:—




AN

Davenport,
Ve

Daveport,
Testimony taken at the office of Mr.Davig,

Raltimore,Waryland, &uly 18th., 1923, at three

O'clock in the afterncon,

Jameg D, Devenpert, the Plaintiff in this cage

)
oroduced on hig own behalf, having beenfirgt duly
sworn, depogeth and ¢ aith as feollowg, that is to
gay:

By the EBxaminer:

1 Q. 8tate your name regidence and occupation?
nA., James Davenport , 828 North Bond Street ;
Baltimore, Maryland; United Stateg Post Office.
2°Q; Do you now the varties to thig guit?

%, I am the Plgintiff and my wife ig the De-
feﬁ(‘umt.

BY ur, 'J’mi{

s g When wee you married?

A, In the year 1919,
i 4 W Were vou married by a Minigter of the Gosp2l?

Ac ‘._reff‘ e
3.0, In Raitimore City?
¥ Yes.

4Q. By a Religioug Ceremony?

A. Yes.




Jameg D, Davenpnrt;
5 Q. Have you bheen a resident of Baltimore City,
ftate of Har&land, fer ét leagt two years prier to the
filing of thisg guit?
. A. Yeg, |

6 Q. Are there any children agz the regult of thig -

marriage?
A, No .,
7 Q. What wag your c onduct towards your wi€ while T
N

1iving together; how did you behave yourgelf?

A, Good;
9 Q. State whether or not yeu were always a kihd,
affectionate and faithful husband?

A. Yeg,
10 Q. Arey ou andy our wife living together now?

A, No gir.
11 Q. Which left the others

A, ghe.left me.
11 . When®

A. Tune 17th., 1920
12 Q. Did ghe have any just cause or reason to
abandon and degert you at that time%

A. No,. |
14 9. What did ghe s ay and what did ghe do at the time

she 1eft you®




James D, Dévenpqrt.

A. 8he did not say anything tomme; I was gone
to work and when I came back shewas gone.

15 Q. Did yeu try te locate her for the purpoges of
~getting an explanation from her after that time%

A. Yes,I went there and asked hér mother and
siéter, and they said thét'they did. not know where ghe
was,and did nﬁt hear envthing fem her,

16 Q. Then you have endeavored to locate your wife,
but you have beeh unable to do so; ig that true.

A. Yeg,- that igr ight; T did gee my wife one time;
I saw her actidentally on the street.

17 Q. When you firgt mét her after the separétion,‘did
ynu.askX her to come backand live with you and 1ive
with you and do as a nughand ghould,and if so, what
wagz her reply?

A. DYone.

18 Q. Do yoﬁ meante gay that she gaid that she would
not live with you? -

A, Yeg,

19 Q.Hag her abandomment anddegertionocf ynuanntinued
uninterruptedly gince.June 17th., 19207; that is, habe
You lived or cohabited with her since that time?

A. Nbisir.

20 Q, sState whether or not gaid ahandonmentvvaslde-
liverate and final; did she deliberately and fin

ally abandon and degert you?




Jameg D, Davemport.
AoYeS .

21 Q. gtatew hether or not there isg any reasonable

expectation of a recenciliation; do you ever expect

to make up and live together amain®

A. No.




GENERAL QUESTION
Do you know or can you state any othep matter
or thing that may be to the.benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
materiAal to - the subject of this, your eica.miﬁation, or the
matters in question bétween the parties? If so, étatée
the SEme fully, at 1ai'ge in your answere

e B

Ag===




Bettie Morton, a witneggs of lawful age, pro-
duced on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been firgt duly
g followg, that ig to gay:

sworn, depes eth and g ai t

®

Ry the Bxaminer:
1 Q. State your name regidence and cccupation¥

A, Rettie Mcorton, 18524 Ashland Avenue; house=

work.
2 Q. Do you know the partieg to this siit .
A. Yeg Mr. Davemport ig my Dbrother, {
By Mr, Bond:
1 Q. Are the partieg to thig guit hughanéd and wife?
A, Yes.

2 0, Did they 1live together as hushand and wife and were
they always kncwn and recognized in the commu nity
in which th "J"\li'\f':f(? e Nuasband and wife*%

A, Yes.
3 Q. ¥ae the Plaintiff been a regident of Baltimore
City, State of Maryland,fer at least two years:s prior to

the filing of thig suit?

T Yes.
4 Q. Are thee any children ag the regult of thig mar-
riage®

A. Wo .

5Q. What wag hig conduct towardg hig wife while
living together?

A, He w ags alwaygs gooé to her, as far as I could gec.




Bettie Marton.
6 Qe gstate whether or net hew as always a kind,
affectionate and faithful hushand?
A, Yes.
& Q. Are the partieg to thisAsuit living together now?
A. Yo gir; they are aot living together now.
8 Q. Which 1eft the onther; did he leave her or did she
ieave him?
A, 'Shé 1eft him,
9 Q. When”
A, June 17th.
10 Q. What yeag?
A 1920,
10 Q. Did he have any just cause or reagon to
abaadon andd egert hig wife atthat time? A

A Yegs,

12 Q. VWhat did he gay == WVhat did she say and vhat
did she do at the time ghe left her husband?

A He went to work and  hewasg w04r‘king, and ghe
moved everything out of the houge ,- she left vhile
hew as away at work,

13 q. Have you tried to locate his wife gsince that
time*

A. Yeg; 1 have asked lotg of timegs where ghe

wag, but they never knew where shewas.




14 Q,-

Bettie Morton.

Have you ever geen her since she abandoned

and ¢ egerted her husband?

A.
15 Q.
A

Yes; I saw her o n the street .
Did you gspeak to her?

I agked her why she had left her husband; ,-

that is, I never asked her vwhy, but she told me that ghe

would never live with him again.

16 Q.

Has her abandonnent of her husband continued

uninterruptedly since June 19202

A,

18 q.

Yes.

That is, have they lived or cohabited to-

gether gsince that time?

A,

18 Q.

No gir.

gtate whether or not said abandonment was de-

liberate and final ; did she deliberately and finally

abanden andd egert her nugband*

A,

19 'Q.

Yeg,

State whether or not there ig any reasonable

expectation of a reconciliation; do you ever expect them

to make upand live together again?

A,

Nﬂ -St'




GENERAL QUESTION

Do you know or oan you state any other matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
pu'u'u to this suit, or either of them,; or that may be
material to the subjeet of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state

the same fully ard at large in your answers
- B ot m YO —




10

Sarah Morton, & witnegs of lawful age, produced
on behalf of the Plaintiff, having been firsgt duly -
sworn, depogeth and z aith ag follows, that ig to gay:

By the Examiner:
1 Q. gtate your name regidence and occupation”
A, @arah Mcrteon, 1524 Ashland Avenue? houge-
WOTrkK. .

4 ¢

2 Qe Do you know the partiegs to thig guit?

A. Yeg.,
By Mr, Davig:
1 Q. Are they hugband and wife%
% Yeg.

2 Q. Did they live tomether as hughband and wife and
Fere they alwayg known anéd recognized in the community

in which they lived ag husghand and wife?

A. YeSQ
3.Q. ¥ag the Plaintiff been a regidentof Raltimore

City, 8tate of Maryland, for at least two years prior to
the filineg of thisg suit?

A. Yeg
4 0. Are there any childrenas the regult of thig mar-
riage®

A. No.
5 Q. Whatw ag hig ¢c onduct towards hig wife while

living together; how did he treat hig wife

o’




@arah Morton.

A.. Tewag always kind to her,
6 Q. State whether or not hew as always a kinéd,
affectionate and faithful husband”
A. Yes.
7R Are the partieg to thig guit living together now?
A. Yo.
8 Q. Which 1eft the cther; did he leave her or did
ghe leave him%
A, She left him.
9 Q. When*
A, June 17th., 1920,
10 Q. Did ghe have any just cause or reason to
abandon andd egert her hugbané at that time¥
Ko WO TedT
11 Q. Vow, do you knows that ghe abandoned and degerted
her husband at that time®
A, On the day that he left hig wife Iwag 1living
home and my brother in law Mr. Davenport, came to out houge
and told ug that while hewas working hig wife had moved
all the furniture ocut ¢f the houge and left the empty rooms
and had left him ; my sister in law and Mr.Davenport
anh myself went back to t he hougse,and I gaw the empty
roomg; and therewas ncthing for him to do but to
come back to my mother's houge te live.
12 Q. Has her ahandonnent of her hugband

contimied uninterruntedlv einée June 1922; that 1ig,




12

Sarah Morton.
have they lived cor cohebited teogether gince that
time®

A, No gir; not gince June 1920, that should be.

18-Q. State whether ¢r not her abandomment of her hughbaa

wag @éeliberate 2né finaldi che deliberately and fin-

ally abandon anddegert her hugband?

.
Ia- Qs gtate whether or not there ig any reasonable
expectation of a reconcilisicn; do you ever e xpect

+ Y ¢ oy v % 137 ~ 91 % f . L9, B N ¢

them T« naxe upar 1li# Gogeth: asain

& No gir.




GENERAL, QUESTION

Do you know or oan you state any othef matter
or thing that may be to the benefit or advantage of the
parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be
material to the subjeot of this, your examination, or the
matters in question between the parties? If so, state
the smme fully hnd at large in your answers

Agwm=

' )!a/& o > &/Z&;z




closed the depositions taken in said cause and now return them closed under my
hand and seal, on this_._.

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and.
City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland.

s __(SEAL).
Examiner,

There are. (720 ... . Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:
Plaintiff's________ Exhibit-___-,f _______________________________________ e

F, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the . Examiner before whom the fore-
going depositions were taken, do hereby: certify that I was employed ,in assigning
a day, and taking the said depositions upon_Z;f_D _______ days, on--M;_“_

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff.________ ,and on________. - 27 %8
by the Defendant..____...___. '
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Nre. %mA |

\ - In the Circuit Court

VS.

of Baltimore | City

_TERM 19___

To the Honorable

Judge of Said Court:

The above cause is respectfully submitted for

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is he wagved.

N N

Solicitor  for Plaintiff,

N\ " .
olicitor  for Defendant.

sy
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IN THE

C1rcu1t Court

OF

BALTMORE CITY

, Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report df Auditor and Master

..... matrimonii on ground ...qf.A_S.a.‘ba.ndo_‘nmen_t_i._f.on...thr..e.a.A.y.ear.s.-,....Cod.e...Ar.ti.cle.“.l.6.,.....4.....

. Section 36. Defendanti ‘summoned and kaiﬁsﬁ;é'i-ed Proof shows marriage, ...

. Case submitted and ready for decree.. =

- Auditoram@ Master, = ..




ﬁ’l’? |
i The within is a proper decree to be passed

- CIRCUIT COURT g

{ 8 O .
B?‘C’?\@ ) éBDocket /ﬂéﬂL‘ V /[( A{dztr)p}/an/d?lasl‘(l s

______________ JAMES DAVENPORT .
: VS.
{
%
'

LLIZABETH DAVENP ORT

Folio 2712182 |

Berree nf Divorree

B wo.... 15/75.

(197
S 15" Qoldn /7"3,1

;.
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Decree of Divorce ' ‘ R .
IN THE

- A. | |
T THUBS DAVENRORT .. - Circuit _Cogrt

OF

VS.
BALTIMORE CITY

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT SEPTEMBER..........o....... Term, 19..23..

This cause standing ready for hearing.and being duiy submitted, the procegdings were by‘ the

' Court read and considered. - / j tﬁ -

It is thereupon, this_._...... ... & 2.0 day o"f....:"....;ant.ohe_r. ............................. 5, A.D..1923

by the Circuit Cou

ﬁ&z _____________________________ Qetcer, Pt Bovd

')‘f the above named/(Jomplainant be and  he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the
” .

of Baltimo?? City, Aﬁjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the ‘said

Defendant, ..Eliza.bEth..Dg;Y.enp.or.t4 ...........................................................................................................
""""""""""" T e
And it is further Ordered, That the said. .Rlaintiff
pay the cost of this proceeding. ' ’
FORM 4—fM—1-1-19,
. s
§ -



