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!JAMES B.DAVENPORT

VS.

! ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE GITY

ii

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OP SAID COURT:

Your Orator complaining respectfully represents:

(1) . That he was married to his wife, Elizabeth Davenport,

on or about the day of 1919, and with whom he resided

in Baltimore City until about the"7th day of April 1920, when

the defendant without any just cause or reason abandoned and de-

serted him*

(2) That ever since said marriage your Orator has behaved

himself as a faithful, chaste and affectionate husband toward the

said Elizabeth Davenport,

(3) That said Elizabeth Davenport has, on divers days and

times since said marriage, committed the crime of adultery with

divers, lewed and abandoned men in Baltimore City, whose names

to your Orator are unknown, and said offense has not been condon-

ed by your Orator.

(44 That there are no children as issue of said marriage.

(5) That your Orator has not lived or co-habited with the

said Elizabeth Davenport since he discovered her adulteries.

(6) That both your Orator and the defendant axe citizens

of the State-of Maryland, having resided in Baltimore City for

more then three years prior to the filing of this bill.



w

TO THE ESD,THEEEPOKE:

(a) That your Orator may be divorced a Vinculo Matrimonii

from the said Elizabeth Davenport.

(b) That he may have such other and further relief as hig

case may require.

May it please your Honor.to grant unto your Orator, the

Writ of Subpoena directed ggainst the said Elizabeth Davenport,
. PV

command^arnd renuiring her to be .and appear in this Court on some

day certain to be named therein to answer the premises and abide

by and perform such decree or order as may be passed therein.

AND as in duty bound, etc*

XL IC IT OR il0R GOMPLAIFAHT,



JAMES B. DAVhlTPQRT

VS

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

SUBPOENA TO ANSWER BILL OF COMPLAINT



l-..im 18-5M.

EQUITY SUBPOENA

The State of Maryland

Elizabeth ;. Davenport

of Baltimore City, Greeting:
WE COMMAND AND ENJOIN YOU, That all excuses set aside, you do within the

time limited by law beginning on the second Monday of j ^ y . next

cause an appearance to be entered for you and your answer to be filed to the complaint of

JAMES BJ DAVENPORT

against you exhibited in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City,

HEREOF fail not, as you will answer the contrary at your peril:

WITNESS, the Honorable JAMES P. GORTER, Chief Judge of the Supreme Bench of

Baltimore City, the jgfcfc day of %&$$ 1 9 2 3

Issued the Igt l l . dWof A p r i l , in the year

Chas ft. 'White-fond Clerk-

MEMORANDUM-: You are required to file your answer or other defense in the Clerk's
Office, room 206, in the Court House, Baltimore City, within fifteen
days after return day.

(General Equity Rules 11.)



IE THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JAMES B. DAVENPORT

VS.

ELIZABETH J3EVEMPORI

RESPONDENT'S ANSWER



J

JAMES B. DAVENPORT

VS.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of your respondent t o the Complainant 's B i l l

of Complaint in the above case exhib i ted i s as fo l lows : -

(1) She admits the statements contained in the complainant 's

first paragraph.

.(2) That she neither admits nor denies allegations contained

in the complainant's second paragraph.

(3) That she denies with great emphasis the allegations as
i

contained in the third paragraph of the Complainant?s b i l l . j

(4) That she admits the iBomrth paragraph of the complainant's

b i l l .

(5)

b i l l .

(6)

b i l l .

That she admits the fifthpparagraph of the Complainant''s

That she admits the sixth paragraph.of the complainant's

And as in duty bound. &c. »



IB THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

JAMES B. DAVtitgR^

VS.

ELIZABETH DA¥EHPOBT

AMENDED BILL



\J

JAMES B. DAVENPORT- IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

VS..

ELIZABETH DAJRENPORT..

OF

BALTIMORE CITY

TO THE HOfi.OBA£L&,XHE JUDGE Off SAID COURT: {

Your Orator complaining respectfully Bays:" ;

.' . i

(I) !

That on or about the 9th day of April,1923, your Orator

filed in this Honorable Court a bill of complaint, praying among

other things a divoroe a Vinoulo Matrimonii alleging adultery*

(2)

That your Orator failed to add a paragraph alleging

desertion.

WHEREFORE your Orator prays leave to amend the afore-

mentioned original bill of complaint by adding the following

paragraph to be known as the. seventh paragraph of the original

bill of complaint,

(7) That though the conduct of your Orator toward the said

Elizabeth Davenport has always been kind, affeotionate and above

reproach, she has, without any just cause or reason abandoned

and deserted him and has deo3ered her intentions to live with him

no longer, and that such abandonment has continued uninterrupted-

ly for more than three years prior to the'i filing of this bill, •<. x

and Is deliberate and final and the separation of the parties ie/ *

beyond any reasonable expectation of reconciliation*

Attorney for Plaintiff.



Ordered this h> day of l^^^/jf-I923 by the Circuit

Court of Baltimore City that the original bill of complaint in

the aforementioned case be amended as prayed.



ITS THE CIRCUIT CODET OF

JAMES B. DAVE5fgtt?T-

VS.

ELIZABETH DAVEHPOHP.

RESPOHDMT'S MS1ER.

BAN N EKE R BUILDING

\A E. PLEASANT STREET



JAMES B. DAVENPORT
!!

VS.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF

BALTIMORE CITY.

TO THE HONORABLE,THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

The answer of your respondent to the Amended Bill of

Complaint in the above entitled case exhibited is as follows:

(I)

That she denies with great emphasis the allegations

as contained in the seventh paragraph of the amended "bill of

complaint*

HA'



CIRCUIT COURT

Petition for leave to take
Testimony and Order

of Court thereon.



Form 25-8M—6-19

0 \
VS.

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

To the Honorable the Judge of the
Circuit Court of Baltimore City:

THE PETITION

O
in this case, respectfully shows that ^~9- desire -^ to take testimony in this case, and

respectfully pray fi that leave be granted^C<_«^ to do so before one of the Standing

Examiners of this Court.

ORDERED, this /.../. I day of

leave be granted to the parties to the cause, to take testi:

of the Standing Examiners of this Court.

1 9 ' , that

ed, before any one



In the Circuit Court,
OF BALTIMORE CITY

DEPOSITIONS^



Jn % Oltrrmt (tmtrt

OF BALTIMORE CITY.

/

and notice having been given me by the Solicitor for the y^y?ji

of a desire to take testimony in the same, I, A. de RUSSY SAPPIN<3TON, one

of the Standing Examiners of the Circuit Courts of Baltimore City, under and by

virtue of an order of the above named Circuit Court, passed in said cause on the

^ - ^ C d J ^ ^ c ^ t ? - ^ i.day of_-\j^l/tJco 19$--3-., met on

the /Qr^4^OiyaJ^44<^<i^'yi' day of _ )el^MU in the year nineteen

T /* / (J.l.
hundred and l/jMtOJC^ 1 (JzAJLf-- at my office- in the City of Baltimore, hi the State

y/• / f] fl
of Maryland, and assigned the ^^C^<^A^i^C<i^i^U^ -day oi-Jxn*£J*Cf.

in the same year aX--^Jks>L<LC. o'clock in the_x^w^w«^- -t noon and the

U / J in the City and Stateoffice oi-\

aforesaid, as the time and place for such examination of witnesses in said cause;

at which last mentioned time and place I attended, due notice of such meeting

having been giy^n, and proceeded in the presence of the Solicitor of the

to take the following depositions, that
U <7

is to say:—



"Davenport,

e ipo r t .

"'estirrwny taken at the office of ifr.lVvis,

Baltimore ^iRryiani, *uiy 18th. , 19 23, at three

O'clock in thi-; aftern^oa.

Tajnes T). "Oevenprrt, the P la in t i f f in this case,

produced on hie ' vm "behalf, having "hernfirct duly

svrrrn, depo-jeth an* s a i th as f Ml< .7-, that i s to

say:

"By the Examiner:

1 Q,. ?tct^ ..fur iia-ne residence ant3 occupation*'

nA. -JaTD.es J>avenport , 828 "North Bo n«i Street ;

Baltimore, Maryland; United s t a t e s Post Office.

?• Q,. J1'1 "̂<̂  "<-n<• »•' thc parties; to th is cuitV

/ . I an the P la in t i f f ane! my dfe if- the "De-

fendant.

1 Q. Tfhen w e you marrie«l*

A. In the year 1919,

° Q. Were you Carrie* "by a ' i ini^ter of t>ie

A. Ye s .

3 0. In Baltimore City?

A. Tes.

. By a Religious Cereraonyv

A. YeB.



s D. JDavenport.

5 Q. Have you "been a resident of Baltimore City,

stat« <*>f i'laryiand, fcr at least two years prior to the

fi l ing of this suit?

A. Yes.

6 Q. Are there any children as the result of this

marriage"?

A. ¥0.

7 Q. What was your conduct towards your wig while

living together; how did you "behave yourEelf?

A. Good.

9 Q. State whether or not you were always a kind,

affectinnate and faithful husband?

A. Yes •

10 Q. Are you and y our wife living together now?

A. TTo s i r .

11 q. T^ich left the othera

A. She.left me.

11 Q,. %en'

A. June 17th., 1920.

12 o. Hi el she have any jus t cause or reason to

abandon an<.l desert you at that time'?

A. Nb».

14 Q,. What did she s ay and what did she do at the time

she left you'''



James D. Davenport.

A. she did not say anything tormne; I was gone

to work and when I came back shewas gone.

15 Q. Bid you try to locate her for the purposes of

getting an explanation from her after that time?

A. Yes,I went there and. asked her mother and

s i s t e r , and they said that t hey did, not know where she

was,and did not hear anything f<srm her.

.16 Q. Then you have endeavored to locate'your wife,

"but you have "been unable to do so; is that true.

A. Yes,- that i E r ight; I did see ray wife one time;

I saw her accidentally on the street .

17 Q. ' When you f i r s t rafet her after the separation, did

you ask her to come backand live with you and live

with you and do as a husband should,and if so, what

was her reply?

A. Fo ne.

18 Q, Do you meanto say that she said that rshe would

not live with you? "

A. Yes.

19 Q.Has her abandonment andd.esertionof you continued

uninterruptedly since-June i7th., 1.920"; that i s , h

you lived or cohabited with her since that time?

A. Jh s i r .

20 q. State whether or not said abandonment w as de-

liberate and final; did she deliberately and fin-

ally abandon and desert you?



James E. Davenport.

A.Teg.

21 Q,. State w hether or not there is any reasonable

expectation of a reconciliation; do you ever expect

to make up and live together again''

A . • T S b .



GENER.SL QUESTION

Do you know or can you s t a t e any othefc mat te r

or th ing t h a t may be to the bene f i t or advantage of the

parties to this suit, or either of them, or that may be

material to the subject of this, your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? If so, statee

the same fully -̂ap r̂ at large in your answer.

A.™

P



Nettie Morton, a witness ff lawful a?-e, pro-

duced on "behalf rf the ?iaint iff , having heen f i r s t duly

swrrn, depi^eth ane a &i i;h as fr-ll' ws, that i? to cay:

By the ^xanjincr:

1 Q. State your name residence and occupation*

A. Nettie U< rton, 1524 ^shlan^ Avenue; house-

work.

2 Q,. Do .yi.u know the OfcirtieE tc this ^uit .

A. YeE Hr. "navenpci't is "iy hrrthcr.

By )ir. Bond:

1 '^. .Are the parties to this ruit hue"ban£ anei wifeV

A. Yes.

2 Q. T̂ id they live together as hus"ban# an* wife and

they always knr v/n and recognized in the ccnmu nity

in 'fhich tAv/niive^ •-<-. \\I-A^AY\^ ».n$ v/ifer/

A. Yes.

3 q. "as the Plaintiff "been a resident ff Baltimore

City, s ta te of Maryland,for at least tv/o years prior to

the f i l ing of thic ruit*

A. Yes .

4 0,. Are thec any children as the result ( f this rr)ar-

A . T9n .

5Q. flhat w au his ccneact towarie his wife while

l i v i ^ together'*1

A. He if as always goo^ to her, as far ac I couie aee



Bettie Itnrton.

6 Q. State whether or net hew as always a kind,

affectionate and faithful husband?

A. Yes.

^ Q. Are the parties to this suit living together now?

A. No s i r ; they are not living together now.

8 Q. Which left the other; did he leave her or did

leave him?

A. She left him.

9 q. When''

A. June 17 th.

10 Q,. What year?

A. 1920. '' '

10 Q. Did he have any just cause or reason to

abandon and d esert his wife atthat time?

A. Yes.

12 Q. What did he say — VThat did she say and what

did she do at the time she left her husband?

A. He went to work and he was working, and she

moved everything out of the house , - she left while

hew as away at work.

^3 Q,. Have you tried to locate his wife since that

time?

A. Yea; I have asked lotg of times where she

was, "but they never knew where shewas.



Bettie Mo rton. '

14 Q. Have you ever seen her since she abandoned

and G egerted her husband?

A. Yes; I saw her o n the street .

15 Q. Did you speak to her?

A. I asked her why she had left her husband; , -

that i s , I nevnr asked her why, "but she told me that she

would never live with him again.

16 Q. Has her abanelnn-nent of her husband continued

uninterruptedly since June 1920?

A. Yes.

18 Q. That i s , have they lived or cohabited to-

gether since that tiroeV

A. No s i r .

18 Q. State whether or not said a bandonment w as de-

l iberate and final ; did she d eiiberately and finally

abandon and d egert her augbandV

A. Yes.

19 Q,. State whether or not there is any reasonable

expectation «>f a reconciliation; do you ever expect them

to make upanrl live together againV

A. 'No - st .



qpisnov

So you know or oan you state any other matter

er thing that may be to the benefit or adYantage of the

parties to this suitv or either of them* or that may be

material to the aubjeot of this, your examination, or the

natters in question between the parties? If so, state

the sane fullv^idd at l urge in your answer*

m



10

Sarah **< rto n, a witness of lawful ap>-, produced

on "behalf of the Plaintiff , having "been first duly '

sworn, depnseth and 5 a.ith as f<'ll« •''̂ , th«t is to say:

"By the fccamintr:

1 Q. St at« your name residence and occupation''

A. ?arah Mr rtr n, 15 24 Aghlani Avenue* house-

work.

2 Q,. Do you know the parties to this suitV

A. Yes.

By wr. :navis:

1 Q. Are thf-jy husband and v/ifev

A. Yes.

2 Q,. !Dit! they live together as hus"bandl an* wife an*

SJrere they alway«3 "known -tnd reoognizeel in the community

in which they lived ae liusTianfl am<S wife?

A. Yes.

3 Q. -sras the Plaintiff" "been a renieentof Baltimore

City, State r-f Marylani, for at least two yearE prior to

the fi l ing «f th is sui t*

A. Yes.

4 Q. Are there any children as the result of this mar-

riage''

A. !*>.

5 Q,. What was his conduct towards his wife while

living together; how did he t reat his wife



11

Par ah Morton.

A.- '-Te w as alvmyn kinc? to her .

6 A. ^ ta te wheth«r r-r n< t he # an always a kim?,

affectionate an«! fa i thful hushan*''

A • Ye 3 ,

7 ty. Ar.i >i« pa r t i t e ;^" th is i;uit l iv ing together now?

A. >Jo.

8 q. '*?hich l e f t the ether; did he leave her c r dial

she leave him*'

A. She l e f t him.

A. Tuifi 17th. , 1920.

10 Q. 7)id she have any ju s t cause r r reason to

abandon anrM esert her hus'bane' at tha t time'"

A. *fc p ir .

11 9.. *w, «lr> ynu knr >/ that she ahanrfrne* an* aegerte*

her liushaad at that tiira*-'

A. on th-i day that he le f t h i E *rife I was l iving

home anci rny "brother in law 'ir. "Davenport, came to out house

an'l told us that while hewas working his wife had ra

a l l the f urni ture cut. rf the* hou^e and l e f t the empt>

and had lef t him ; my s i s t e r in lav/ an«i »<r.Davenport

myself w^nt "back tc t h e houce,an«l I saw the empty

; and there was ncthinf; for him to do "but to

come "back tr, my motht.r'3 house to l i ve .

12 9,. Has her aaanionnent of her hughan*

r.f,v»+.i.nii^r! i i n i n t , n r r u o t , ( > d i v « i n o e T u n e 1 9 2 2 ; t h a t i p ,



12

Sarah Morton.

have they l ivsd r r cohabited together since that

timeV

A. ?T(i fiifj. ni.t <_?inoe .June 1920, that should "he.

13 Q. State whether r r not her abandonment of her hu:

was cileiih^rate «- n<? f in^l^ic? she fieiiherately and fin-

a l ly abandon and desert her hv

14 Q. State whether cr nr-t there ij? erx/ reasonable

expectation of a recr ncil ir t( n; r!f ŷ -u ever expect

them to makrt upan*5 life I'.fgt.-thcr a£ai.nv

A. Nn 3 i r .



OXIODML QUS8TI0H

Eo you know or oan you s ta te any otheir natter

• r thing that aay be to the "benefit or advantage of the

parties to th i s s u i t , or either of them, or that nay be

material to the subjeot of th i s , your examination, or the

matters in question between the parties? I f so , s tate

the same f u l l y and at large in your answer*

**""" VJUO •



No other witnesses being named or produced before me, I then, at the request

of the Solicitor of the. . . /^h^O^lL/-

closed the depositions taken in said cause and now return them closed under my

hand and seal, on this_^__ ./n. ^ . d a y of_̂

in the year of Our Lord nineteen hundred and__-^dC^r^<i^-^-^-^<-^<^-_--at the

City of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland./^ ^<3' ^

" Examiner.

There are. _ ̂ YT/9i „ Exhibits with these depositions, to wit:

Plaintiff's.. Exhibit. __._*

Defendant's Exhibit.

xaminer.

I, A. de RUSSY SAPPINGTON, the Examiner before whom the fore-

going depositions were taken, do hereby certify that I was employed /in assigning

a day, and taking the said depositions upon _ JdL^TP. days, on _ _ Lcr&^C&t. _.

of which I was employed by the Plaintiff.. , and on

by the Defendant - . ^ . . , .

aminer.

..•Jit



SUBMISSION FOR DECREE.



vs.
JL>UOlA>iL

In the Circuit Court

of Baltimore City

.TERM 19_

To the Honorable

Judge of Said Court:

decree and the 43rd General Equity Rule is,

The above cause is respectfully submitted for
ived.

Solicitor for Plaintiff,

olicitor for Defendant.

"t.



Order of Reference
and Report



IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

This case

day of

be ordered by the Court, this

that the same be and it is hereby referred to

.., Esq., Auditor and Master, to report the

pleadings and the facts, and his opinion thereon.

Report pf Auditor and Master

:.........M

matrimonii on ground ...Qi!.,..alaa.ndo.nmen.t.,..f.or....thrjae....y.earB.̂ -..JClode..Ar.ti.cIe....l5.r..

Section 36* Defendant summoned and answered. Proof shows marriage,

..residence and abandonment of tta.e Piamtiff for. atleast.tiiree.years

continouous, deliberate, final and without- hope o.f.....r.e..c.Q.n.c.ilia.t.i.o.n.

C submitted and ready for decree..

Auditoraad Master.



CIRCUIT COURT
The within is a proper decree to be passed
in this case.

JAMES DAVENPORT

VS.

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT

Recorded



Decree of Divorce

JAMES. DAVEJPQRT..

VS.

ELIZABETH 2AVEHP0RT

IN THE

Circuit Court
OF

BALTIMORE CITY

...SEPTEMBER .Term, 19..22..

This cause standing ready for hearing and being duly submitted, the proceedings were by the

Court read and considered.

It is thereupon, this. .day of-...;.....Oxit.Qher ., A. D....1923

by the Circuit Couj?̂ 7 of Baltimore! City, Adjudged, Ordered and Decreed, that the said

J3

ft1
1 y // ' v
•I' t h e above named/yomplainant be and he is hereby DIVORCED A VINCULO MATRIMONII from the

Defendant, ..EliJza.-b.eth..DaY.enp.ar.t.i

And it is further Ordered, That the said Plaintiff..

pay the cost of this proceeding.

/

FORM 4—BM—1-1-19.


