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",C!!'>l T C.P'!:l.I T!ONS (ATTA GK, D"."'1'1"3 , WITHIF.AWAL) OF COl.'.E.I. T 

'!'EM' 9, GCJ,'.J3AT 00!l''.llC.'D •_l•, (6T!! .l.~:O?.E!J DIVISION) 
Il! FIGJ--:"'TI"'1G !''IEk.'t:! WA.?DI:J, '?.F."'~GIUY., 3-5 J.CJU.AI".Y l 945 

(k'1~~~1~$-Al.SA8! ~~:P~Im;) 
(J?ersoDPl Experience of e Battalion S-3) 

.INT":ODl'.CTION 

This monogreph covers the operations of Combat Team 9, Combet Command 

J. (CCA), 5th Armored Division, during the battle of Bestogne, 3-5 J"anuary 

1945. 

Since early August l 944, the 6th lrmored Division had been spearheeding 

the edvanoe of the Third Army through :!'ranee. By 5 December 1944, the Div-

ision hod reeched a position just ,..st of Saarguemines, Germen;r. Hore it 

went on the defemive until 24 December•l944 while awaiting orders to push 

on into Clerme.ey end the Siegfried Line. (l) (See l!:ep Al 

lleenwhlle, further to the north in the l!'irst Ariey eector, the German 

counteroffensive commencing on 15 December 1944 gdned S""et initial success • 

.l penetretion of about sl,xt;r-five miles was ..,de into the Allied lines, end 

the entire front in the west wee threetened. J.mericsn units, consisting or 

the lOlst "irborne Infantry Division, Comb"t CQI!ll'J?nd ll of the 10th Armored 

Division, the 705th Tank Battalion, end. others were surrcunded end besieged 

in Jl»stogne. (2) 

On 20 ~cember 1944, Lt. Gelll!rel George S.., Petton, OODl'nending the Third 

.lrmy, wes or:!ered to lift the siege of Bestogne. Accordingly, the entire 

Third l.rr.riy shifted it~ front to the north, end it !!tt!':cked the southern 

ehoulder of the German sel1ent, beginning on 22 December 1944. Immediate 

edvences were zeported, i:ind et 1845 hours, 26 December 1944• Combat CO!Ilt:end 

Reserve of the 4th Armored Division broke through to relieve the Bestogne 

g•rrison. (3) 

Meonwhile, on 24 December 1944, the 6th <lrmored Division had been sud-

denly ordered to Metz, to prepare to join in the J.rdennes fighting on 26 

(1) Jl-1, P• l; (2) J.-4, P• l; (3) A-2, P• 205. 
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December, the 6th moved to Luxembourg, where initielly it held e defensive 

sector on the scuto flenk of Ettlebruck (see Mep B) es e pert of Y.II Corps, 

commended by Major General Eddy. (4) 

On 29 December, the 6th Armored wes transferred from XII to III corps, 

commended by Mejor Geru!ral Millikin, end ordered to Bestogae, where it 

atteoked on 31 December, making the first offensive thrust into the enemy 

salient. (5) The 6th continued to do well, to quote General Patton, on the 

1st, 2d and 3d or J"enuny 1945. 

The 6th advanced e. total of two miles on 3 Janue.ry, (6) (See Map B) 

nearing the town or Werdin, 

Three and one half milee to tbe east of Bestogne ley the town of 

Werdin. (See J.lep ~ This hamlet of approximately two dozen masonry 

houses, for e two week period, """ the center of fighting :!'or CT S. It was 

e 1 tueted in the midst of' e velley formed by two undulating hills running 

genenlly southwest. ..Ji. smE:-11 streem. celled Mervin cr••k flowed slowly 

down the VAlley southwerd through Werdin we~t to the town of Marvie. "nl.ick 

erowtbs o'f evergreen trees were a potted ecross the lPndi=icppe. '!be~e trees 

formed isl,,.ndE" of rePistPnce, wter-e concealment W£3 exc~.llent cnd w!lere 

troops could rr..ove fre~ly without reing seen. The ~fit of the ground WBt 

open country dividt-d intc f'ieldE' by Err.ell wire fences. Tr..e~e !llf!de excellent 

obs-tP1cles for defensive cor:1b~t. (7} 

Jt the tir:.e of tbe rctl.cn, f'now ccver-.c. the entire lPndst:ape end le.y 

r.bout !:!ne'!! deep in th~ fi~::..a.e. The te.mperP.ture WE:e'; ner.r zero. Occasicnel 

mi~t:! and snow flurries rolled in to reduce ob~ervetion. (8) Trench foot 

end frost bite were ceusing meny cesualties. 

(4) .t-1, p. 142; (5) J.-1, p. 147: (6) J.-2, P• 211-212; (7) J.-4, P• 34, 

P• 13"; (8) t-1, P• 196, 
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The frozen condition of the ground mede maneuver by tanks possible in 

eny pert of the eree. Tanks moved across the fields and into the woods with 

the intentry. The frozen ice end snow covering the ground ellowed tanks 

to drive right over anti-tank mines which hed been plented both by the Germen. 

end the AJD!ricans. The detonators of the mines were frozen solid. (9) 

In centre.st to the open country, the roeds were ceked with ice. Slick 

rMds frequently~ up vehiclesl~fr'"the grades end into the ditches. (10) 

Tfll!: ENEMY SITUATION 

On 12 December 1944, Just prior to the Jumpoff for the .Ardennes counter-

offensive, the XLVII Panzer Corps Commender, Lt. Generel von Luttwitz, steted 

thet Be.etogne, in the bends of the kllericans, wes •an ebscess on our (the 

German) lines of communication.• (11) 

Luttwitz hed intended first to go directly into Be.stogne if poseible. 

:Failing in this, he hod plenned to envelop llestogne on both sides end etteck 

from the west with two armored diviBions. The 26th Volksgrenedier Division 

would then move in end cleer up Bestogne, 

/ls plenned, the Germens h•.d lrnnohed their atte.ck on 16 December e.nd 

hed e.chieved greet initiel euceess. fut the eight dey defense of the lOlst 

Hrborne Division (United St•tes) and others, hsd coused not only XLVIl 

P!'lnzer Corps but also the Fifth Penzer Army to eomrr..it meny more divisiofil! 

than originPlly pl~nned. The Allied breekthrough on 26 December by the 4tC 

Jr.morea Divi!_::ion cost the ~rn.ien~ the initi~tive. The rerr.einder of the fight-

ing in BAl"tc.g!le rel3'ul tee in th'!!! grr::duE-1 cio-rpi:ng cf the ~tre~th of the Gel't'..,'":D. 

divi~icn~. Gr:'3-rluf>lly, the ~rrr,~n~ were stcved to the re1":r. 

Cn the 3a of Jenurry 1945, -..Verdin, directly ef'Et of Eastogne, wrs lost 

~nd r~t~ken ty the Germens from elementf' of the 6th ~rmore-d Division. (United 

Strte$}. J.t t.his ti=e, four Gern::.~n division::: directly opposed the 6th 

(9) Persond Experience; (10) ~rsonAJ. Experience; (11) t-4, P• 177, 
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Armored, e.s follow~: 

130th Panzer Lehr D1v1don (Lt. General E<>yerle1n) 
5th Faretroop Division (Major Generel Hellmann) 

340th Volksgren•di<r Divi•ion (Commonder unidentified) 
26th Volksgrenedier Div1eion (llajor General Kokott) 

(12) 

General Menteutfel, Comriender of the Germen Fifth Panaer J.rar:f, was very 

concerned over the German diffioulties at Bestogne. While visiting Major 
"l 
' General Kol<ott, he eaid, "Bestogne must be taken et ell costs.• (13) 

The Ge?'mP.n troops, however, were in miserable shs~. American ertillery 

end air power btcd dealt them crushing blows. Cold, hunger, end hok of 

pi'Cper ehel ter we=e cau!:ing non-ca::L.Ti~sioned officers to uee bayonets on the 

men to keep them fighting. Since supply of all types was short, the GeI'lllBns 

were instructed that the situation would be 'improved es soon es Bestogne, 

which wes rumored to oontein large su.pply dUl!lps, fell to the Germans, (14) 

SITUATION, 6'!H M!l!ORED DMSION 
3 J.ANUA.'lY, 1945 

Major Genere.l Robert w. Grow. 6th Armored Division Commender, in "' per-

son.Pl letter gave the situetion of the Division during the first four deys of 

Ji:inuPry. Mejor GenerP.l Grow•s remerkF follow: 

"On 1 J"enuery our missicn we.s to drive northeeet on e relatively narrow 

front (See M~p B) which Wft entirely north of We.rdin. 'lt.erefore, our firct 

ett!'!cke on 31 December end 1 Je.nuery were made in thet direction, although 

CO/I on th~ right Md WerCin in it~ zone. -g1tb~r late on 1 Je.nuery or eerly 

on 2 J'enue_ry the Corps ComI:.ender brof'dened our zone to include BrPs. In my 

. telks with him I seid that this wo1~d give us a very wide zone for an -Arm-

o:red Divif;ion operti.ting without reinf'orcements, end thet l we.s skeptical 

ebout it beOPuse I would hove to oonm:1t every unit in the Division end could· 

keep no reserve. However, he wes anxious for us to assist the edvence of the 

(12) .~-4, P• 175, .t-1, :P• 154; (13) A-4, P• 197; (14) .t-4. 
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26th Division which wPe- ett!!cking towf'lrd Bres from the south, end the 35th 

Division w!lich vres between ue and the 26th and· "'"" b•dly played out in tbe 

woods fighting t!l!!t hea· taklon plece, We did etteck on 2 end 3 Jenuery in 

accordance with this plen. It resulted in severel selients being thrust 

into the enemy lines, end resulted in a 11ery irreguler and•long :l'ront, which 

I celculeted to be more then 10 miles on tile 3rd·" (111) 

The front line described by General Graw {See Mep C) extended from the 

VIII Corps boundery on the reilroed treck to the north, southee•t elong the 

woode eAst of Mageret, then to the wood.s west of Benonchempe, south elong tbe 

ridge west of Werdin to tbe !lastog.Dl!-~iltz highway, w•st along the highway 

to J!arvie, then south to the 35th Division bound•ry. This irreguler line 

conte ined severol ••l ients, tbe worst one being to the south :l'lank along 

the ~ highwey, This line "'" held by three intsntry battslions, three 

_te.nk be.tte.lione, end one reeon.n81ssanoe eompeny. (16) 

TASK ORGIJ'.JZATION, CClIBt T 'lEM.I 9 

On 31 December 1944, tile task orgenize.tion. of Combat 'l'eem 9 wu aet up 

as follows : 

9th Armored Infantry Bllttalion {-Co. 0) Jlejor ll'renk K. Britton 
Canmonding 

Co. A, 15th Tank llettalion 
lst Platoon, Colllp<lll;f C, 25th Armorad Engineer Bettalion 
l Platoon of Compeny B, 6034 Tank Destroyer Bettelion 
2 Sections, Bettery A, 777th AAA Bettalion 
l28th l!'ield Artillery Bettalion (Direct Support) 

l!'rom this group, attachments were further broken down to the two Arm-

ored intentry comJ>8.n1es, eeoh one receiving om pletoon ot tanks, o:ne sectiion 

ot tanl< destroyers, and one section of antiaircraft guns, The tank compeey 

raoeived the pletoon ot engineers to form a third teem within the unit. 

All forwerd units ot the 5th Armored Division ooneisted of tank intsntry 

teema simller in tesk orgen1zetion to Combat Teem 9. Some wera tank strong 

(15) A-5; {16) A-1, p. 156. 
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(a tenk bettel ion reinforced), others were intantry strong (an inf'entey 

bettelion reinforced), Tbese combet teems were com:iended by the officers 

heving the mejority or troops in the teem. (17) 

STA'!US OF PERSONN!!L. SUPPLIES, AND l:QUIHIENT . .-

The condition ot the troops 011 the whole wes good. The tsnk crews 

were Wiili treined, end a majority or the man •re veterans. However, tbe 

9th Armored lntAntry :Biottelion hsd received about one hundred and titty 

replacements just before Christmas. 'ftlase mn hsd been service troops, 

mainly cooks end bakers, with only e omettering or infantry trAining. Such 

men wore to pr01e A handicAp in tho o.ction which followed. (18) 

The otstus or supplio.s end equipment et the ti.m. ws ucellent. All 

vehicles wel'e loAded with tour dOl's retions, ~ ell weapons were emply 

supplied with emmunition. There wee no notioeeble shortage o:r tanks or 

weapons. Snow sui.ts hed been ordered tor tho troops, but tbey bed not er-

rived. (19) 

J.CTION OF C~T 1!:J.M 9 . ' 
ON 3 J' ANUJJlY 1945 

Comb•t Tesm 9 hed ettecked on 1 end 2 J'enuory generally east toward 

Werdin. (See Mep D) The ettocks made progress end by dusk on 2 January, front 

line ele..,nts o:r CT 9 were generelly disposed as indicated below: 

J. Compeny,15th T&nk Battalion (le"' detechents) in the northeast edge 

ot the woods ebout one h•lf mile west ot Mervie Creek end southwest or werdin. 

I. -Ocmpeny, 9th Armored Intentry !lf!ttelion was located about three hundred 

yerds south ot Comps~ J., 15th Tank Battalion, in the woods southwest of War-

din. 

B Company, 9th Armored Intentry Batto.lion, wee looeted in the woods 

(!7) (lS) (19) ~rsonel Experience. 
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eeverel hundred yards BhHd of' the rest ot CT 9 in a position three hundred 

yards north of Mervie creek. 

On the night of 2 JanUBry 1945, at about 2000 hours, Major }Prank K. 

Britton, comno.nding CT 9 geve hie verbel order for the oontinuetion or the 

etteck on 3 Jenuery to his assembling subordinate cOJll!lOndere et the Commend 

Post, (See Map D) Tbe order, in genarel, ns es follows: 

Tile line of' depertUl'e for ell units would be the present :rront lim • 

.A Compeny, 9th Armored Infantry llettelion, would attack due east at 

0030 hours 3 J'enuar,-; cross the lilervie creek end seize that portion or the 

high ground south of' 'ferdin in its zone. It then would prepere defensive 

positions to hold the ground gained. Contact would be made with CT 15 on 

the north flank:. 

B Company, 9th Annored Infantry Battalion, .would mow out to clear the 

woods now held .completely by Gel'lll!lns. It would then reassemble in its present 

position, filld prep•re to continue the attack on order •. 

.A Company, 15th Te.nk Bsttel.ion (less detachments) would attack et 0830 

hours to .se iza the northern slope or the high ground south ot Wardin. Upon 

re•ch1ng the objective, defensive positions would be set up on the high 

ground. Tb• l2Bth Field Artillery Battelion would fire on targets of' oppor-

tunity es the etteck progressed. (20) 

The noxt morning et 0830 hours, A Compeny, 9th t\rmo:red Infantry Batt el-

ion moved out. !t reP.ched the forwerd edge of the woods, then crossed the 

streem e.nd stprted towP.:rd the objective es skirmishers with two plPtoons 

ebreest. On its wey to the hill it received both sm•ll •rms end ertillery 

fire, which ~riously wounded Ca~t~in Schomi~h, the Co.mp~ny Commander, in 

the leg. Cf'ptein Schor.!ish bl!'ld to be evecuPted end the CompP.ny Ext?cutive 

Officer led the col"peny up the hill to the objective. 

On 2 Jeinueryt Cepte-in Rice, the B CompPny Cormrender, bed been hospitel-

ized withe 'cold. Therefore, on 3 J"pnwry, B Com:peny, with en inexperienced 

(20) FereoDAl Ex:i;ierience. 

J~ 
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LieutenPnt eeting eE comrr.e.ndi.ng officer, h~d been ordered to clear the woods 

ot Germens, And then reP£-~emble on its present position to ew~it f'urth.er 

orders. The Bett.,11on s-3 wee orderell. by the Eottel1on Commander to go 

!!long with B Comp•cy end to supervise it. in the ettock. 

The Bettelion S-3 errived et the B Compecy position shortly efter 0630 

\' 3 J"enu"r'" He found th•t the oompecy had not sent enyone to clear the woods. 

l ef In feet, the Lieutenent in cherge, when questioned, show..i· no desire to lead 

~I the compeny in the atteck. So the Battalion S-3 decided that he must take 

JJ 
over end leed the compeny himselt. He c!!lled the platoon leaders together 

end ordered the first two pletoons and the tank platoon to Dl0'9 out as skil'.111-

ishers through the woods, using marching tire to cleer woods or the enemy, 

The Third Platoon was to remein in reser'9 in its present position. 

The two. phtoons end the tank platoon moved out i.nm>diately, with the 

S-3 eccompecying them. This unit cleared the woods, killing one German end 

capturing five prisoners. Upon completion or the task, it returnod to its 

former position end reorganized. 

Shortly after 0900 hours, e ""esege erri'9d from the Bettelion EXecutive 

Officer (Oapt•in Redinger) ordering thet en etteoking force be formed. This 

force wes to consist of one pl~toon of infantry end one pletoon of tanks, 

under command of the int'e.ntry.pl~toon leader. 'Ibis force would move to the 

Wiltz roe.d, turn left, end etteck ea~t to envelop the enemy troops on the 

south flenk of the Bettelion Objective. (21) (See Map E) 

The tittP.eking force, thus organized, moved to the roe.d end advanced east 

es directed. Infantry soldiers in thiE" :t'orce were pinned down eest of l~Prvie 

creek by intense enemy SW'.11 e rms fire. This fire came from the high ground 

to the front end from the wooded hill mess to the south. 'nle tank pletoon 

~dietely blasted et the enemy position with ell guns, end it moved for-

we.rd to the open ground between the hill end the lfil tz reed. Here "11 tanks 

continued firing on the wooded hill mees on the south fl•nk. (22) 

(21) ~rsonal EXperience1 (22) ~rsonel Experience, A-l, P• 155. 
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While this fire fight """ going on to the east, e mes•enger arrived 

ordering the Battalion s-3 to bring up the remeinder of B Colllp&l1Y elong the 

seme route used by the infantry tank platoon teem. B COJllP8ny would then 

ette.ck through the pinned down infantry platoon end capture the southern 

portion of the Battalion Objective. (23) 

Tbe Battalion s-3 took over the cOJ11peny egain end or~red the cOJ11pany 

to move out es directed. Tbe merch to the roed ••• msde with a platoon 

column formation, the second Platoon leading. The second Platoon Leader 

deployed his first squad in squad column. 

In this formation the oompsny llQVed ee.st down the Wiltz roed end through 

the First Platoon to the Objective, Supporting tank fire struck the enemy 

positions with such ferocity that our troops were able to move across the 

open field •tending up. The enemy did not fire a single round in return. 

The eppeerence of the company, in :t>act, was enough to oonvince the Germane, 

dug in on the bill, thet for them the war wee over. J'orty enem;y soldiers 

jumped out of their foxholes with their hands up. ·'D!ey were taken prisoners 

end were imnedietely ev•cueted to the rear. {24) 

B COJ11peny, without !'urther edo, mo~d up on the hill end secured the 

right helf of the Bettelion Objective, The S-3 visited both platoons end 

bed them dig in as quickly es possible. The men responded promptly, build-

1ng lines of single foxholes !!long the wooded crest. 

On the left of the Battalion eoector 1 Company At 15th Tank Battalion, wee 

ordered to envelop the enemy north flenk. With this etteck completed, the 

Bettelion Objective fell to Combot 'nl•lll 9, J.. platoon of tonks was then with-

drawn to make contect with CT 15 on the north flank, and to ~over the left 

of CT 9. At this point, end without notifying the S-3 who wes placing B 

Compeny's troops in e_ d~fene1ve position, the Bs.ttellon Executive Officer 

(Captain Redinger) took the First Pl•toon of B Company, which hed just been 

passed through in the ettsck, ewey from the south flank end placed it in 

(23)(24) Personal Experience, 
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po.!ition f!round the pl~toon of tenkB on the north flenk. 

This ection left B Company in a precarious position. Its forward posi-

tion on the cre~t left the. com:peny with its south fli;onk: in the eir Pnd with 

no reserves to give depth to 1tc position. 'Thie tanks were lined up along 

tho Wiltz rOBd focing south toward the enemy position, which wss no more 

than one h\llldred yards eway. (25) 

The situation wes !lo.mewhet improved when en armored infantry company 

from CT 44 organized • defensive position extending west from the above 

mentioned tanks elong the Wiltz .road. '!his unit faced the enemy to the 

south; 1 t dug in elong the bank of the Wiltz roed. 'Thie rest of CT 44 ex-

ten~ed west elong the Wiltz road and then south to N.arvie, where it contected 

CT 86, CT 86, in turn, msintdned contact with the 35th Infantry Division, 

which woe dug in •bout two miles to the southwest, (26) 

At e.bout 1500 hours, troops from A Compe.cy observed Germen troops of 

ebout eomJl"nY strength, led by two Tiger Royal tanks, moving south alOL{; 

th<! front or the Bettelion poaition. '!hey moved in e column of twos es if 

unawere the t the high ground wee in Aericen hands. Forward observers from 

botb J. and B Compe.nies celled for artillery fire or. tM Germen column. In 

~bout ten ~econds the earth s-hock se ebout two hiindred shells e:x:plod"?d to-

gether on the enemy. NeEodless to sayt the "nemy colw!ln dispersed, end the 

tenk~ withdre111 towerd rterdin. Suc:1 en ertillE.ry show rei~ed the morcle of' 

tae front line troop$ of CT 9. 

Tne Lieu~nPnt of Corr.peny '3 who h~d b!'en uneble to lead the ettF-ck weE 

strf,igbtened 01,1t 1::y the S-3· .,.lfUr receiving e s:tort, she_rp lectu:r" on 

lee..derE>hip, he took over es Com:pPny Coar.ender e_nd proc~eded v1ith the task of 

co1H·c.:l iC.eting the defense. 

J.t about 1800 hourf!, ef~r oheckin_g t!1~ front, the Bettalicn Ci-3 re-

tu=d to Eatt•lion l'-"•dquerters. (27) 

(25) Fer•onel Experience; (26) .A-1, p. 156; (27) Fersonel Ezperi•nce. 
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~CTICN, 4-5 JMl1JAPY, 1945 

TLe .morning of 4 Jenufiry sterted off very qui~tly, witb the troops cf 

CT 9 co:csolidetirig their positions. No enemy ect1on WPS reported during 

the morr..ing. 

About llOO hours, the 5-3 wee ordered ?Y the CT 9 Coom;ander to go over 

to CT 15 end find out how C Company, 9th Armored Infantry Battalion, now 

e pert of CT 15, hed vde out in the 3 J"enue.ry attack. The S-3 secured e 

jeep and drove over to the woods occupied by CT 15. 'l'b.e S-3 returned about 

'1500 hours end reported beck to the CT 9 Comnander, 

During the s-3 •s four-hour ebsence from the CT 9 area, much enemy 

activity hed been seen to the front. It was eesy to see thet en attack wee 

imminent. EIU!my troops in white snow suits were seen moving around. CT 9 

troops dug in deeper end waited for the fight.~ M-1>"41 f,, 
~ 

CT 44 was the first unit to be hitf At about 1600 hours, """lllY soldiers 

asseulted ite position eeet of the road Junction south of Wardin. 'file attack 

centered around a building ueed for the headquarters of Company B, 44th .Arm-

ored Infantry Battelion. The building wes cut off and el,l personnel in it 

were killed or cepttred. A counteretteck by tenk:e wes l~unched after eon-

centreticns of ligl:t end medium ertillery were fired on the enell\Y• The 

German ettt:ck wee disJ:ersedt but four of our tanks were destroyed in the 

battle., 

The CT 9 CODir.iend Post wee the scene cf .~e.t ectivity. ..tt !'<bout 1600 

hours, an order from Cc.A wes received w~ich stet~d es follows: 

"The ::ooutb sector cf the Com.bet Co.mm.end 1 ine ie to be w ithdre.wn to the 
"2. 

shorter position ocoupied on l Januery by CT 44 (See "Map E), epproxirtetely 

1000 yards north of the present position. Thie withdrawal end reorganiza

tion is to be completed 1=,,dietely after derk.• (28) 

The Commender of CT 9 celled over the S-3 And e:xplein.ed the eituetion 

to him. He then ordered the s-3 to execute the withdrewel of CT 9 to • 

(28) A-1, P• 157, 
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position along the edge of th~ woods west or MPrvie creek. 'lbe tank~ would 

be eesembled in the reFr of the ini"entry so thf't they would l::e e.ve.ileble for e. 

counteretteck. He ceut1oned the S-3 thet this wos e tough job end th•t he 

should be very cereful. 

At ebout 1630 hours, the S-3 left the Commend Post end went to the 

front line positione. Just in the reer of A Compeny position, he s•w e 

ghostly sight which showed the results of seversl deys exposure to zero 

weether end deep snow. A soldier s•t huddled at the bottom of the hill, 

epperently asleep. On e second look, the S-3 realized that he h!od frozen 

to death, These were the conditions under which the men fought et Bestogne. 

Thue, it ""s epparent thet we were fighting two enemies - the Germens end 

the bitter cold. (29) 

The situetion seemed critiCRl. The five tenks covering the right :!'lenk 

h!!d been knocked out end set ebleze by German bezooke. fire. !he troops all 

elong the line were engeged in e terrific emell &l'llll! fire fight with the 
/ 

Germsns, Burp gun• spllttered ewo.y up end down the front line. Judged from 

the sound, the Gel'llJ'\ns hed achieved fire superiority. An ettack could be 

The s-3 visited the f'i'ont line pooitions of both A end B Companies. No 

officers could be loe~ted, end none of the nen questioned knew where the 

officers were. Apperently ell the co,-,p0ny officers of both compenies bed be-

ccme casuelties. The men were busily engeged in the fire fight, so the S-3 

left for the CT 9 north nenk prsition. 

Upon arrival, the s-3 found out thot the Platoon Leoder of the ~irst 

Pletoon, Company B, 9th Armo~d lnfentry BettRlion, bed been placed in 

COllllll!>nd· o:!' the tanks-inf•n~ry teem guarding the north fi•nk or CT 9. This 

canbet group wee the leost engaged of any •t the timo. The s-3 ordered this 

group to withd""w to the woods end organize a support position on the right 

flenk to cover the wi thdrewel of the remeinder or CT 9, 131) 

(29)(30)(31) Fersonel Experience• 
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The s-3 returned to the A Compeny Comzr.end l?ost, end moved through the 

A Compeny eree looking :ror officers. In desper&tion the S-3 :rinall:r found 

e Sergeent who wee coDltlflnding e plP.toon. In the ebsence of o:t"fieers, the. 

S-3 placed the Serge!lnt in tempore.ry CCllllll!Ellld of the A Compeny troops, 'l'he 

Sergeent W!IS ordered to withdraw the compeey by platoo11S, starting with the 

left pl•toon. Tha w ithdrewel """ to begin e.t dark. 'l'he Sergeant ete.ted that 

he understood, 

Tha S-3 tben went to the B Oompeey de:!ensive position. 'l'he compe111 

.... ill the midst or a terri:ric :rire tight with tbe ene...,.. ]!'ire '1188 being de

livered :from every neil!lble weapon at close renge. It wee evident that this 

compe.DY' wes in tor e. rough scrap. 

Seeing. the eituetion, the S-3 decided thet nobcd;r in B Compeey could be 

notified of the withdrewal !It this tin. ntherwise, the men might break and 

run, The;r were scared, but the:r were· holding their Ollll• It wee best to 

leevs them where the:y were until darkness :fell, 

lleanwhUe, the tank platoon and intan\ry platoon on the left flank be gen 

to thin out end to move to their position in the wood•• Th~• move proceeded 

in an orderly manner, Tha S-3 Joined this group. lfe moved the infantry 

platoon over to the southern edge ot the woods behind B Compeey, lfere he 

geve them instructions to prepere a de:rens~ve position to cover the with-

drewel. The- Pletoon Leeder, @ ?iret Lieutenant, ,,.!!"_,-..; ... ,..,tdd put the men to 

digging :foxholes on the position. (Se• Map El (32) 

The tanks re111P1ned 1n an essembl:r point in the sen woods ebout two 

hundred ysrds north 01' the infantry pletoon position. 

Just before 1700 hours, the S-3 met the S-2, who had been up et the 

front "11 dey and who wee returning to CT 9 Command l?ost, The S-3 told the 

S-2 tlult the le:rt flenk group which he now saw had been withdrswn eerlier 

then the rest or CT 9 to eet es a base for the remeinder of tha Combat Teem 

to tell beck on. 'nle s-3 requested thst this intormetion be given to the 

(32) J?ersonel Experience, 
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Col!lllender. The S-2 assented and left for the Conmend Post. 

'OlltortU11etely, the men in the A Comp8ny position saw the tonks and men 

move into the woods in the reP.r ot them. Th.is wee enough to convince them 

thet the withdrewsl hed begun. They 1mmod1otely started working to the 

rear, heeding for the tank position. by were in no apparent hurry; tbey 

just slowly eesed to the resr. 

Tile s-3 rushed over to the troops coming bsok from A Comp<!ny. l!e got 

them moving· •Dd under the cover of the woods where the tsnks wre loceted. 

lie located the renking Sergeant of the group that had fallen back and pleced 

him in COl!llleDd of ell A Compeey men in the woods. Tile Sergeant then wu 

ordered tc prepare a psrimeter defense around the tanks, beginning et once. (33) 

Then the most amazing thing happened. Whet appeared to be a platoon of 

Dn moved out trom the woods to tbs right tl•nk, just a little beyond the B 

Comp8ny front line. b:y C!IDll on tbs deed run, moving single :!'ile, resembling 

tootbell players as the:y prance into the stadium :!'or a gem·, 

To his ebsolute horror, the s-3 !18W this end concluded that B Compa11;1 

also ••• heeding to the reer but st e much more rapid pace than A COJnP"DY• 

'.l'llese troops hod no bsl.Jnots on - scarves were wrepp8d around their heeds. 

In tbs mist end test gathering d•rknees, identity of these men was impossible. 

'l'hey entered the woods et e point which would lead them directly on to tbe 

intsntry plotoon Just pleoed es • right :!'lenk support by the s~3. thirty 

minutes earlier. 'l'his should turn out ell right, thought the s-3 - st lesst 

the Lieutenant in che.rge will be able to ae.lm them down and organize them. 

The S-3 then took two tenks of the platoon in A Campany essembly ares, 

end with them he started to place them in e oentrsl position to the rear, 

where they could serve es e oounteretteok force. With these tanks he climbed 

the hill th•t passed directly in re•r of the intsntry platoon guarding the 

right tlank.. Desiring to check the troops here, tbe S-3 moved toward the 

intentry position. As he e.pproeehedt soldiers were seen roaming eround the 

defensive position - they oerteinly were not busy digging their foxholes I 

(33) Perso""l Exp8rience. 
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The s-3 grebbed the first soldier end eeked him whet we.s going on. 

The soldier •nswered in German end threw his gun on the s-3, J!leying 1n 

English, •surrender.•• 

!!ere wes en Americen officer reprl.m!tnding e Germen soldier for doing 

his duty for the l"e.therlendl 

The S-3 snspped his rifle to his hip e.nd tried to fire - too slow on 

the drswl The German soldier fired; the s-3 fell to the ground, '!lllunded in 

the leg. The Germen, e young boy no more then sixteen yeers of age, stood 

oTer the s-3, considering whether or not to finish him ott with enotl:ler 

bullet, Finslly he ·decided not; he took the S-3'• rifle end left the S-3 

lying in ·the snow, 

Suddenly the German Pl•toon Leeder spotted the two tanks which had 

followed· the S-3 up the hill. He ordered his men down, end oelled for the 

bezooke men, "Penzerteustl Panzertauetl Penzerenl• 

The Gel'm8n bezooko lll!ln fired •t the leed tenk. The round struck the 

side of the tenk deed center just ebove the track, 'l'he tonk traok fell off; 

the tsnk stopped but the crew esdeped uninJured. The other tank ope""d fire 

on the Germans with its me chine guns, whUe it slowly becked swey down to 

the A Compsny defensive position. (34) 

The Germe._ne then moved Pbout one hundred YE'~rde deeper into the woods, 

where they cti:me upon the B Cocpeny htlf treck (comme.nd vehicle) Pnd another 

l>Elf track filled with "C" end •K" rations, '!hey forgot •bout the fight; 

they eterted eeting, (L•ter st•te..,nts sbowed tbet they hed not eaten in 

three dt:l-Yi!!!). Hov:ever 1 from t~ is position the Gern:F.ns could observe ell move

ments of the .AmericPns, end they· could prevent reinforcement of the Combet 

Teem from the reed. 

Judging from this ection, e:ppArently the ~rmen unit wes e combat patrol, 

sent in to fleize thiei terrein feature end to contPin the Americens on the 

&ttelion :forwPrd positions until e coordinPted a.ttack could be launched. 

(34) Personal Experience, 
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.Also, they desired to c•pture •• m•ny prisone"s es poeeible. (30) 

Seve~.l hours leter, After d~rk, two .Am-:!ricfln soldiers fran the B 

Company positions wandered into the woods ~houting "Yank! Yenkl" e.t the 

top of their voices. The S-3 ettrected the attention of these DJOn, who 

were lost in the derk end cold. Seeing th•t the s-3 wee s~iously wounded, 

they bandaged his leg wound, picked him up end tried to work eround the 

Germe.n position by circling left. They moved a scent :fifty yards before the 

Gerll!llis surrounded the group. The two soldiers dropped the S-3 end threw up 

their hends. 

The S-3 telked to the Gel'lllt'ns, telling them th•t it was ridiculous :for 

only these five Germana. to attempt to toke the three .Americen soldiers back 

to their lines where there wee no :food. Instead, they should, themselves, 

surrender to the s-3, who guerenteed them sefety and good conduct back to en 

American Fl Cage, where they would be well-fed·•• Prisoners of liar, 'Ille 

Germans listened attentively llS they 11>.lllched awey on the stolen "K" rations 

token from the B Compeny hslf treck. ll'inelly they ehook their hee.ds, indi-

ceting thet the Jlmoricans would be teken beck to the Germen lines. 

P'or the s-3 the we_r wes over. He wes helped to the Germen posi-tions 1 

welking between two me.n. ,_t the Germen Co!DIDAnd Post, end eweiting interview, 

""" the American Lieutenant end his platoon thet the S-3 hod pleced in posi

tion to support the right flank. The Lieutenent appeared in good heelth, 

end it wes evident that he end his platoon hed surrendered without firing e 

shot. He walked over to the S-3 to expl~in but no expl~netion was necesspry. 

Fortunetely for Combe_t TeE-..m 9, no more e.tteoks were lflunched thft night. 

The Germen counterattack. coming es it did upon the heels of the withdrawal, 

hed upset the apple cPrt. No officers ere with the men to assist in re-

orge.nizetion. Lost n:en wendered around ell night end on into the :aext dey 

hunting their companies, severe.I hours l~ter, officers from CT 9 Heedquerters 

end eloo CCA got through to the front line troops. By d•wn the withdrawal 

(35) Personal Experience. 
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hsd been COll!pleted end e otrang defensive position organized. 'Ille remain-

der of 5 Jenue.ry 1945 wP..s spent in consolideting the positions • 

.at tbi• point American Air power hit with e fUry thet put the Germans 

book on their heels. '!be XII Tactical .&ir 00IllJll8nd, working with Third Arll1)', 

opened up with everything that could fly, P-51 'e pounded eneJ111 troop oon

centretione, emmunition dumps, and defended enem;y towne. German soldiers 

/ were so distracted thBt they were hela in defensive positions only by the 

greatest efforts of their officers end non-commissioned officers. '!be s-3, · 

now lying in e. Germe.n eid steUon, saw the stet ion fill up with Germsn 

wounded after e merby P-51 raid. '!'he Gentian Sergeant in the sid station 

angrily esked the s-3 if e~ of the prisoners were flyers. '!.be s-3 replied 

that it.was none of his business. (36) 

Thus ended the period 3-5 J"•nuery 1945 for Canbet 1laem 9. '!.bis, period 

hed given the teem •n ecid test under the worst oircumste.noes of ""ether 

end terrain, es well es eneJD1 eotion. It is well to note thet General Patton 

wrote in his diary of Jenuery 4 in &stogne, "We con still oe.n lose the war I" 

(37) To quote from e letter hY Colonel John L. Hines, CCA Comne.nder, •.a.s it 

sppeered leter this wes e determined etteck wt.ose object wes to breek eeross 

the southern be•e of ti.. Bostogne selient and again isolate it. The strength 

et the ti~ wes ~sti.mPted r.s a ~inforced regiment, with t.en tiger tanks end 

ten eelt-pi-opell~d guns. The f:!rmor wes counted from the Werdin hill 't:efore. 

t~ ~moke wes too thick. However, sine~, this was one of the lE<.st major 

attempts to breek out of' the Bulge, the strength Illf!Y have be.en greeter." (38} 

To further quote Colonel Bines, "'Incidentally, when I drove down the Eres 

roE!d in "FebruP.ry 1 ·efter the· snow hPd melted, t!nd troops were removing the 

dead from this beittlefield, the et!!nch wFs appalling es were the numbers of 

Germen bodies in this eree. At the time of the fighting, end right after, 

the heevy snow/h•d buried the bodies end frozen the wounded.• (39) 

(36) Personel experience; (37) A-2, Jl• 213; (38) ~-11; (39) J-11, 
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ANALYSIS A!ID JRITIJISM 

In the words of M~jor Gene.rel Grow, the Commander of 6th .Armored Divi ... 

sion, •the ~th Infantry, M well e.s the 44th, together with the supporting 

tanks, pertorn:ed most brilliently, under the" circumete.no!'s of' surprise, fest 

gathering derkness end the bitter cold end deep snow. Besides (the s-3) end 

t~ otherE thet were captured, e great me.ny men we:re sepere.ted end 11 ter

elly lost, Many of these found their m.y beck to our lines during the next 

two deys. ~ night of the 4th it looked like e. disaster to us, but "before 

deylight the line wes firm, the eneII11 counteretteck hed been completely re

pulsed e.nd ou:r losses were much less than :teared ------------, Only the 

brUlient end dogged resistence of smell units end individuals seved tbe 

situation.• (40) 

The first problem noticed in the preceding operation wes tbe poor leeder

sbip shown by the Lieutenent in cherge of B Compeny. If officers had been 

plentiful in the oo:npeny, this officer could have been evacuated, But there 

were only three of!icers with E Company and Illliny timos in the battle Fletocn 

Leaders (Lieutenants) were celled on to serve es • pert of s platoon tenk 

inten try teP..m 1d th e epeeitic mis;ion. Therefore, this Lieutenent wes left 

in temporery cornmgJJ.d of the COI'ilpeey. 

The ection of the Bett6lion EAecutive Officer in teki.ng e pletoon tram 

E Co10pony without notifying the s-3 who wes coneolid•ting the CO!l!pany upo;;i 

the objective, violPted the principle of chain of coz::rr..and. This action left 

th~ flPnk cf thP company in the flir. It is believed that the plE'ttocn of 

infentry ~hould hP-ve been te:ken from ,I CompP.ily in the center to form the 

north f).enk protection. 

The unusuP.1 :::uccess echieved by the B ~ompAny tank-infantry tePm was in

spiring. In f'Ect·, the surrender .of forty Germans ~bo11jed how effective this 

combination we~. Such e victory rei~ed the morEile of the men. 

(40) J-5. 
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The locPtion of the five tenks in the open we.s e mistFJke. ~eref'ul 

selection of' position::'.! in the woods along the Wiltz reed wculd have guer-

teed th~ tPnk~ conceelment and still left t~em in e position to eccom~liah 

their mission. 

The defeJOSive position organized on the objective lacked depth. Even 

with CT 44 on its right. the position of' OT 9 was over-extended. 'Ihie was 

epperent to Gemrel Grow, who ordered o withdrowel the next dey. (4.1.) 

Wi thdrowel oporetions should be carefully planned end executed. Ee-

~ides the s-3, other ste.f'f officere should heve goDI!! up to as!'ist in the 

withdrewRl. Then when no officers were loceted in the companies •. ste.ff 

officers could have taken over es com~ny commanders end successfully e:xe-

outed the wi thdrowel. This hed to be done eubseq~ntly, when it we.s much 

more dif;CiCul.t. 

The Germen etteck in tho midst of OT 9's withdrawal could hove been die-

estrous to tbe Division. l"ortun•tely, the Germane stopped when they :~!..!) 
~~ o,,_.,..,-J 

ret1ons. 'nley stopped ecro's tho two helf treoke t ilbd with •c• end "K" 

attacking e_nd ste.rted eeting. Eungry ::En will not fight very well, no Ill2tter 

whrt side they Fre on. 

~e.ilure~ nrde by the s-3 in ttf' wit:.i.drewei ecticn v..rere, (e.) notifying 

t!J! .fl. Gom:psny Sergee.nt, tee soon, cf the v1ithd.rewel, (b) not eending a con-

t1?:ct p~_trol over to ct.eek en unidentifi~d trco;s in the rree, e.nd {c} b!:.':'71-

1 ing out e GertTEn eoldier who •:12P only :3.oi·:r:.g' b.1!:' duty. 

1. Officer!=! en!'! enlit'!ted :r..en of io.11 !"<?!".ks :rJU~t ~e thcrou!?bly trr.ineC 

------------------~----- ..... "-~~~,._;_, "'"-·~·"'·--"""-"'"~-- . .,, .. 
in l!"!"'t'ierflhin so t_';"t t1'iey c~n function ul!d.~r thto:i !:'.Ost ~dverse circ~f'tFnceg. · 
__ ...M. ....... , .. ._-

A\\) 2. 
!'<\)· 

Com::·.unic~tion~, cnce loe:t, mu~t be regrined as quickly ~s- po~~ible 
· .i;:e eJ;; • 1<11• ' 

' 

by the comt-ined. effort$ 
I 

of mi~t1>rior eond ~ubord in~te;. 

(41) '-1, ~· 157. 
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3• ·t:=rr:ond unit~ .tr.u~t hF>ve infeintry ettecl'.ments if they ere required 

•• 
to org~nize c defensiw. p92:ition~- i'n-1"~-. -- • - ....-.--!1·- "2.!l9i'1.w·~~~.- .· .. -

4. WithdrewBl o::- rel!ef ogr[;ticn::3 wust 'be ceretully pl~nned. It is 
_-- ''a'"•" 

- st euc:!:. e tm thP.t e unit iS" most vulne:-eble to enen:y ett!!.ck. 

v,oi· 5, 

true of ~t .. &""",.de,...r'"me""'.n"."e~t~t";'"c~k-o•n~4'"'!J•an .... ua""'ry-.---------= 
J! tteck...~ r...e~' fail becau..<;e of cold end hungry men. •Tb.is is e E::p! ci~lly 

5. .ui· unexplained troop• in an eree inust ·be checked il!'.m!di•tel;r by 

~·/, 
contect peitrols, perticulcrly when visibility 1e poor. 

7. 'Exposed flen~ lll'Ust be sefegu~rdea. 

s. Def'ensive ._positions mue:t be orge~ized in depth. 

9. Concealed end covered poeitions •hould be selected :tor tanks in the 

defense. 

10. Fighting in extrelll!I cold, to be ·ruccees:tul, requires thorough 

treining,:~;::e;,.;:;z• 
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HE ~Dq,U/1F.T<'.?.$ I'C2T DE~·r:, 1:lt!:SACHl1SETI'S 

OFFI':E OF TS!! CO!,llANDillG GENE!l}.L 
FORT DEm~S, MASSA~TI'S 

MeJ or James Mccrorey, 
ll 9 Infantry Drive , 
Col um.bus , Georg 1e. 

lly deer MoCrorey, 

19 November l 948. 

It is very gratifying to .., to lee.rn that you have 
ohosen one of the most desperately fought engagements or the 
D1T1sion for your monograph. I well remember the gene nil sit
uetion end e rew or tha details, but I em etreid I ce.nnot add 
anything from personel knowledge that 1e not conteined in the 
•combat Record" which we published in book form in Germany. 
You said you had a copy or the 6th Armored Division History. 
Ir this history is the one published in Yedkinville, N.c., it does 
not contein es much detail es the officiel edition published by the 
Division. The librery et Fort Benning was t'ul'nished e copy or the 
•cpmbet Record•, end I preeume this 1e the one :rou have. 'ftle 
sketches et ths end or each chapter are quite eocurete,,end the 
tactical orgenizetion or the severel units is listed in the text 
with cOllll'lete accuracy. If you haven't got tile right book, let me 
know et once end I will l oen you one. 

,, I oen give you one or two pieces or bl!ckground informa-
tion tran the Division point of view, On l .Tanuory our mission 
wee to drive northeest on e relatively narrow front which was en
tirely north of W•rdin. Therefore, out first ettecks on 31 Dec
ember end l Jenuery were made in that direction, although CCA 
on the right hsd Werdin in its zone, J:ithar late on l JenU2ry 
or early on 2 Jenuery the Corps C~nder broadened our zone to 
include Br••· In my talks with him I seid th•t this would give 
us e very wide zone for en .Armored Division opereting without re
inforcements, end that I was skeptice.l ebout it beceuse I would 
have to commit every unit in the Division end could keep no res
erve. However, he was snxious for us to assist the advance of tb!i 
26th Divieion which """ ettecking toward Bros rran tho south, end 
the 35th Division which wes between us end the 25th, end """ pretty 
badly pley•d-out in the heevy woods fighting that bed teken ple.ce. 
We did etteck on the 2d end 3d of Jenuery in eccordence with this 
plen. It resulted in Severel se.lients 'being tr.rust into the enemy 
lines, and resulted e very irregular end long front, which I cslcu
leted to b!i more than lO miles on the 3rd. With no reserves and e 
ref~sel by Corps to give us additional Infantry to hold this long 
line, I decided we would heve to shorten it in order to meke it 
possible for "'lY of our units to get any relief :from th• bitter 
cold. So, a ]J!'rtiel withdrewel end streigt.tening of the line was 
ordered for 4 Jenuery, We hoped thet we could make the withdrawal 
without ettrPcting too much ettention, end I em quite sure that 
Colonel Hines planned th• move,.,nt of your Battalion, to start after 
16 hours. By pure chP..nce the e'nemy mounted e strong counterattack 
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Pt th~ sf~ hour. This wes not th~ result of enemy observation of 
our movements, beceuse theee hed not yet become e.pperent. It was 
juot herd luck th.et he should hove pl•.nned bis attack et the same 
hour thet we plonned our withdrewsl. '!'Ile result you know only 
too well. Th• 9th Inrentry, os well •• the 44th, together with 
their supporting tenks, performed most brilliently, under the cir
cumstences of, surprise, fe.st-g!"thering darkness, end the bitter cold 
and deep snow. Beside you e.nd the othere who were ceptured, a greet 
many men were sepernted end literally lost. Many or these ·round 
their way beok to our lines during tbe next two doys. '!'Ile night of 
the 4th it looked l:!ke e disaster to us, but before daylight the 
line wee tirm, the eneJllO' counteretteck bed been completely repulsed 
1md our losses ~ere much lees then feered. 

In many weys, this wss ti.. most disastrous oction thet 
occurred to ti.. Division during the wer. Although it involved only 
two end e traction Bettelions, end the tinel results ..,re not serious, 
it trightened ms wben I thought whet might have happened hsd the 
Gel'lllll.ns strongly suppcrted end followed-up tbe initial success. 
Never egein during the· wer did we get. ceught by surprise during a 
withdrMrel or relief' opert!tion, and I cfln assure you I never went to 
get catw;ht t~t wey e.gein. Only the brilliant end dogged resistance 
ot smell units end individuals saved the situation. 

For your information, the 9th Inrentry ll8ttelion pertormed 
splendidly throughout the bslance of the war, emong the highlights 
were its attack through the Siegfried Lins pillbOJ:es; the capture of 
the bridge over the Mein River et Frenkturt (which could be called 
the capture ot Frenkturt without ex,.ggeretion, since two de.ye leter 
the complete Divsion by-passed the city, and e.ll the 5th Division 
h!!d to do we.s e little mopping up; end the relief of the concentre
tion cemp ot Buchenwald (tbe 9th C.T. we.s the right flenk column ot 
six columns thllt swel't ecross tbe Thuringen Plen, end Buchenwald 
wss just off its route to the right, end a pe.rt ot the Combat ~em 
wos deteched by the COJDml!nder of the 9th Inhntry to open the doors 
of freedom to the starved inmetee. The Diviaion passed miles beyond 
on this day, e.nd I didn't know until after Midnight thBt one ot tbe 
most famous concentrat1on camps had been in our p•th thet dey). The 
lest action of the Bettelion was to secure three bridges over the 
Zackepeu River et Mittwide., northeast ot Chemnitz, which wes 10 miles 
beyond our "stop line", rind the fPrthest ee~t in Germany reecht'd by 
eny American unit during the wer. 

My congrotuletions to you for picking out e worthy and 
1mportont action by e splendid unit for your monograph, and mo' best 
wishes for your success in your future c~reer. 

'!RUE COPY: 

James Mccrorey, 
Mejor, Infantry 

Sincerely, 

/s/ R,W. Grow 

/t/ R.W. GROW, 
Major Generel, USA. 
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443~ 1.1.e ::!'rvcir ?ced, 
"'!Es~ iri..;:;;ton 7, ~ .c., 

_ Jenu":r:r 13, 1949. 

. ' 

I P.Jl'I in rec~i;t of your l~t.ter nn'1 "l'Yill be gled to be of wt.r:t 
P.!"E'iStF..nce I cPn ir.. ~ivi!lg :r-:Ju inforro.sticn. In tt'.~ fil"-'t plr-ce, 
howev~r, ! do not /-..no'.'1 ~11h~re copieE' of ord"'.':!"~ 1Esued during the 
de~ired ti~ ~PY te :'ou.-id. :'he orit:i::r.le: end. offici!'!l copi~.s ~re 
pro~r:.bly '"'t t,}'ll"\ ·~djutrnt Generel 's d.e:pot Et St. Louis, t:issouri P .. I'l.d 
mc~r be ....-~-::y diff'icul t to o1;t:s1n. ':!ne 9's old ~e:rge·ant m!"jor, Jerome 
.K. Engl.~bf'rg, t c11 !"'.e th'1' oth"'r ~ey tr.~t he hfld ccpiee. cf so:-:i~ of 
tl:.et bPttFlicn's recor:::-. T'Yi.s eC.dre2E" i~ 3716 "Yu.mo St~et, ::.'.J • ., 
:'lf:'r.hi:Ilgton, D.:. 

The eccc'J.n~ cf the fit:tinG !'?.t=: given in the 1-'.:istory of t~ 
~ixth Jl.nr.or"'C. Division 1~ i:it~'.:"a en my reports to Division et the 
ti~ end !'::"O is q_ui t~ e.,cu:rpte. The re iE- one plBce ir1 it, howevP.r t 
·where• in d~~cribi!l9; the ettr>ck by the Gel'Illf>.ns, it sey~, "they 
ett[:cked from the wooJ.s (vjhere yot: 'l!~r~ ce_ptnreC.) tower-a. '7iarden", 
it ~hou1d teve s~iC tc-;;rrd MP-rvie. Tb.is ecccunt probl'\tly und.l"'r
esti1!1"'tes the strene;tb. rr.d ~J')iticut> intention of the enAIIIy. In the 
bcok: Pbcut the bul:,,e cPlled "Derk December'll, published lflst yeer, 
el t:t.oug..1 it dOl?.'E not _r::-1'7e r.:uch e.:'.phe~is to our pPrt, TF.ther being 
d"."::voted to tt~t' story of t:ti.e 7irst f.rrcy er:.d tt_e Germ.Ein£, nevert.1.ele~s, 
f:!'tFtes thpt t1:1e 'Jfin:::..erJE r:pde r: ccncentretion of' the :'..r best end ~f'le~
te1~ trocps into ~ !'P.inforced :t!vi~ic.:i E=ge.inf't uP fer n:a Fll 011t 
"Do er die.,. finel efi'crt to f1gein if'ol<> t.e Bestogne, I wish you 
e-uccef'~ wit'.1 your tb.esiE end 'telf'tedly congre.tule.te ycu en yo~ 
su.c.ce~ef'.11 :;:-u:r:rivr'l. :r.-;y E:ccount of Jenut-ry 3,4 1 5, 1945, f!~. v..e:i.1 2~' 
! cen re~rnt-.er 1 t., follo1:1~;. 

<:.i~cerely 1 
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