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elcome to UConn Traditions, the new magazine for alumni and

friends of the University of Connecticut. We are excited about

keeping you connected to and informed of the changes taking place

at the University, its evolving history, and the accomplishments of its

students, its faculty and, of course, its alumni.

The mission of UConn Traditions is ambitious. We're going to present the depth

and breadth of the University in a fashion worthy of New England's top-rated public

university and the alumni who have helped to make it so. Through our revamped

alumni news section, you'll be kept up to date on the accomplishments of your fel­

low alumni. Among the things you'll read about in

this first issue are new diagnostic tools developed

at UConn to address such maladies as autism in

young children and repetitive stress injuries in

adults. You'll learn about some of the dedicated

faculty and outstanding students at the University

and how they are helping to build a brighter future

for themselves and their communities. You'll

discover what character meant to a group of UConn

students who decided the time had come to stand

up for common decency.

This publication remains very much a work in

progress. As such, it needs your input. Let us know how we're doing. Send us your

suggestions, comments and criticism. Let us know what we're doing well and what

we could be doing better. This is a magazine for you, the alumni and friends

of the University of Connecticut.

I must ask your indulgence to address a matter of the heart. The journey toward

this publication's debut began for me when I arrived at UConn in late 1997. I started

my duties here as I have every endeavor of my life, with my mother's latest words

of encouragement echoing in my mind. A little more than a year ago, the soft,

insistent voice that spoke those words was silenced. Consequently, my contribution

to th is first issue of UConn Traditions is humbly dedicated to the memory of my

mother, Roberta Frank. Thank you, Mom, for your love of language and history, and

your abiding faith in education . Thank you for all the gifts and traditions that have

helped to bring me to this place, at this time . -Gary E. Frank
Want to keep up with news and events at the University?

News releases, upcoming events and activ it ies are posted

on the World WideWebatwww.uconn.edu.

University of
Connecticut
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FROM TH E

President

A greatsense of pride

T his new magazine, UConn
Traditions , is a good metaphor for

the transformation taking place at the
University of Connecticut. Like this
magazine, UConn has undertaken
changes that enhance our appearance,
focus our energies, and help us better
meet the needs of an increasingly
diverse constituency. But, also like the
magazine, the University holds fast to
the underlying values that guided us
through nearly 120 years of growth
and achievement and that are as valid
in the new millennium as they were
when our forerunner institution, the
Storrs Agricultural School, was estab­
lished by the Connecticut General
Assembly in 188!.

The conventional definition of the
mission of public higher education is
that it consists in more or less equal
measure of teaching, research and
community service. That certainly
holds true at the University of
Connecticut, and this edition of UConn
Traditions gives evidence of our
achievements in each of those
domains. My own experience, perhaps
shared by many UConn alumni ,
convinces me that excellence in these
activities enables public universities to
accomplish the underlying objectives
of enhancement of opportunity for
individual men and women and pro­
motion of the progress of the state ,
region and nation .

The measure of UConn's success in
recent years has been our increased
ability to meet both goals. Our
achievement in provi.dingeducational
opportunity can be expressed in
numbers : a 34% increase in freshman
enrollment in the past two years, a
39% increase in the number of fresh­
men from underrepresented groups, a

University President Philip E.Austin

significant increase in student quality
as measured by average SAT scores (up
24 points since 1997), and an increase
in the number of exceptional students
who choose UConn (26 Connecticut
high school valedictorians in the Fall
1999 freshman class). We are well
on our way to establishing ourselves
as the school Connecticut 's most
ambitious students-and a significant
number of students from outside
Connecticut's borders-choose as
the place to prepare themselves for
a successful future .

Our progress in advancing
economic vitality is equally drama tic.
The University of Connecticut
contributes mightily to Connecticut's
economic development. The impor­
tance of UConn research-some of
which will have profound economic
impact in the years ahead-is
documented in the volume of national
and international news it generates.
We are among the state's major centers
of activity in the fine and performing
arts. Our athletic program is a source
of pride not just to UConn's students,

faculty and alumni but also to the
entire state. Our professional schools
train many of the physicians , dentists,
lawyers, social workers, engineers and
others who keep Connecticut at the
top of almost every "quality of life"
indicator in the nation.

We are, in short, doing great things
at the University of Connecticut,
build ing on a strong foundation laid
by past generations of students and
faculty and making the most of new
opportunities for achievement. No
group should have a greater sense of
pride about our accomplishments than
our alumni because no group has
a closer bond to the University,
sustained over a longer period of time,
than its graduates . I am delighted that
we can communicate our ongoing
challenges and achievements through
this new magazine. I look forward to a
continuing dialogue in the pages of
this publication with the 120,000 men
and women who have always been,
and who remain, the cornerstone of
the UConn family.
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Build a
LEGACY
Perpetuate a scholarship,

fellowship or program

by remembering UConn

in your will or other

estate plans.

Lettets

A. discovery while
deanlnl

I was just cleaning out my
magazine rack and read the
article "I Am 21 Years Old
Again" by my fellow
classmate Leigh Montville in
the Summer '99 Traditions.
It was a nice trip down
memory lane for me too.
As a cheerleader, I remember
the great basketball
season and also campaigning
for class office with the star,
Toby Kimball. Years later, I
took pride in the acclaim
accorded Tom Penders as he
took charge of the Texas
Longhorns basketball team.
Tom and his brother Jim
were members of Theta Xi,
and Leigh incorrectly placed

For more information, call
Nancy Schroeder at
The University of
Connecticut Foundation
860-486-62 I6 or

800-269-9965

him in TKE in that article. I
sometimes sent copies of
our Texas papers to a Theta
Xi friend, so he could follow
Tom's career here . And now
back to cleaning ...

Pat Langa
Denton, Texas

Class Secretary '65

Loves WHUSI

I was surprised and pleased
to read your article (Fall
'99 Traditions) about WHUS!

Thirty years ago, as a high
school wrestling recrui t
with Olympian dreams , I
discovered WHUS. It helped
me refocus my future .
Looking back at my career
over the years at \VTIC-

Letters to the editor

must be signed and should

be no more than 300 words .

They will be printed as space

allows and edited for style.

grammar, typographical

errors. content and length.

Send letters to

UConn Traditions

1266 Storrs Road, U-4144

Storrs. CT 06269-4144

E-mail : uconntraditions@

univrel.p r.uconn.edu

AMlFM and WHC -FM in
Hartford, Arbitron Research,
Katz Communications,
AMlFM Inc. and Clear
Channel Communications,
its nice to remember it all
started at WHUS. I'm still in

the national radio sales busi­
ness in Dallas.

WHUS is a unique asset
to the University. Prospective
students and future broad­
casters take note of this
career-enhancing opportuni­
ty. WHUS is far better than
most college radio stations
I've visited since 1973.

I noticed a small
inaccuracy, the WHUS
musical transformation from
Top 40 to progressive rock
took place during the fall
of 1970 into the winter of
1971. The increase in
broadcast power took
place in the winter of 1942
and created problems for
morning shows that delayed
signing on until sunrise so
that the ice-coated broadcast
tower could avoid power
implosion . Bright sunshine
worked every time!

WHUS is a Connecticut
gem! Pass it on to those
aspiring to ascend the chal­
lenging broadcast business
escalator!

Marty Toole '73
Vice President/Divisional Mgr.

Sentry Radio
Dallas, Texas
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AROUND

UConn

Scottish professor finds home away
from home ... among students

"MY BATTERIES FEEL

As THOUGH THEy'VE

BEEN RECHARGED."

To Ken Simpson, teaching is a medium of exchange that can benefit
the teacher as much, if not more, than it does the student . "As a

teacher, you never stop learning, certainly in the liberal arts . If you're
teaching literature, you're always seeing different perspectives on the text ,"
says Simpson. "Consider a subject like literary study, where there's a limited
amount of factual information that you can communicate to people.
Basically what you're doing is saying 'Here is my response to a particular
text.' This university may not necessarily be typical of the whole United
States, but I've been impressed by the emphasis on originality, how
students are encouraged to develop their own responses ."

Simpson, director of the Centre for Scottish Studies and senior lecturer
in the Department of English Studies at the University of Strathclyde, in

Glasgow, Scotland, spent the fall semes­
ter on the main campus in Storrs as the
second Lynn Wood Neag Distinguished
Professor of British Literature. He also
was the first scholar-in-residence, and
lived among undergraduates in the
South Campus residence hall complex.

Simpson says he has appreciated the opportunity to get to know students as
individuals outside of class.

"Tts been a wonderful experience. The students I've encountered showed a
perfect mix of being friendly without being intrusive, which, outsid e of Glasgow,
is very un-British," Simpson says. "They had notices hanging in the halls that said,
'Make sure to say hello because Ken is a long way from home.'''

He says he also has been warmly welcomed by faculty. "I've had a most cordial
reception from faculty," he says, "although my dut ies as scholar-in-residence have
left me less time to meet with faculty members."

Simpson has enjoyed other events with students, such as an ice cream social
and a midnight charity concert in the Student Union Ballroom, where he saw a
performance by his students' rock band , Prime Rib. "It was wonderful to see young
people very happy without a drop of alcohol," he says.

Simpson says he has observed a numb er of cultural differences between Scottish
and American students . "I think that young Americans are encouraged to develop
their talents to the fullest, and that includes their creative talents, musical talents
and sporting talents ," he says. "I think there's a tendency, certainly in Scotland, for
people to hide their light und er a bush el, as it were."

He has also noticed different attitudes about ambition in the two countries. "In
Scotland, they say, 'You'll get it if it's meant for you.' In America, the expression is,
'Go for it ," Simpson notes.

Overall, Simpson says his experiences living and teaching at UConn have been
rejuvenating. "There is always something new to learn . My batteries feel as though
they've been recharged." - Marisha Chinsky '00 (CIA S)

Ken Simpson (center), the firstscholar-in­
residence in South Campus, wasimpressed
by UConn's "emphasis onoriginality" in its
approach to undergraduate education.

ROPER CENTER
WEBSITE LAUDED
TheWebsite of The RoperCenterfor
PublicOpinionResearch at UConn
(www.ropercenter.uconn.edu) has
beenrated "excellent and highly
recommended" by the American Library
Association. "Everypoll-related Web
site shouldincludea link to Roper
Center,"said the reviewer,G. R.Walden
of OhioState University.The Roper
Centeris the largest library of public
opiniondata in the world.
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AROUND UCONN

ROME'S VISION HONORED IN NAMING OF BUILDING

Lew Rome (center), receives applause from
Univers ity Preside nt Philip E.Austi n (left)
and Lt. Gov. Jodi Rell at the dedicat ion of the
Commons Build ing in South Campus in
Rome's honor.

M ore than 500 people attended Building Upon Legacies: Children of
Human Rights Struggles, held in February in the Lewis B. Rome

Commons in South Campus. The history-making conference was sponsored by
the Comparative Human Rights Project of the University of Connecticut-African
National Congress Partnership.

Panelists at the conference included Nkosinathi Biko, son of the slain South
African activist Steven Biko; Meredith Carlson-Daly, daughter of Joel Carlson,
leading defense attorney for Winnie Mandela and other black South Africans
during the apartheid era; Gillian Slovo, daughter of the late intellectual and
anti-apartheid activist Ruth First and Joe Slovo, head of the African National
Congress' military wing and later Minister of Housing in Nelson Mandela's

. government ; Nontombi Naomi Tutu , daughter of Nobel Peace Prize winner
Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Somadoda Fikeni, an anti-apartheid activist

who was detained six times during the apartheid era; activist-academic Paul
Robeson Jr. , son of the famed actor-lawyer-activist; and Paula Young Shelton,
daught er of civil rights leader and former U.N. ambassador Andrew Young.

Amii Omara-Otunnu, director of the Comparative Human Rights Project and
an associate professor of history at UConn, said the conference was intended to
pay tribute to those who devoted their lives to the struggle for human rights. "We .
hope to inspire people to think seriously abou t human rights, not as an abstract
subject but as something that affects the lives of real human beings," he said.

Activists .shine spotlight on human
face of rights struggle

L ewis B. Rome '54 (CLAS), '57 J .D.,
former chairman of the University

Board of Trustees, was honored in
February when the Commons Building in
South Campus was named in his honor.

"This build ing is the physical
manifestation of Lew Rome's influence,"
said University President Philip E. Austin.
"Lew Rome had a sense of what a public
land grant university could become if we
believed in ourselves and had others
believe in us too."

Roger A. Gelfenbien, who succeeded
Rome as chairman of the board, noted
that Rome's tenure included the inception
of the Nutmeg Scholarships, a program to attract Connecticut's top studen ts; the
acquisition of land for the downtown Stamford campus; the groundwork for join ­
ing Division I-A football; the enactment of UCONN 2000; and the double coup in
1995 of President Clinton visiting campus for the dedication of the Thomas J.
Dodd Research Center and the women 's basketba ll team winning the NCAA
championship.

Rome, who earned a B.A. in history from UConn and graduated from the
School of Law, said the University has "fulfilled not only my dream but the dream
of many, many peop le in the state of Connecticut."
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AROUND UCO NN

Another UConn cloning
breakthrough attracts worldwide attention

T hese four calves, named Tommy, Andy, Timothy and Anthony, were cloned
from cells that were cultured for up to four months. The cells were taken from

the ear of Kamitakafuku, a prized Japanese Black Bull. It was previously believed
that long-term culture of donor cells- if possible at all-would compromise their
efficiency for cloning. The UConn scientists , led by Xiangzhong Gerry) Yang, head
of UConn's Transgenic Animal Facility, say that long-term culture of donor cells
may do jus t the opposite and also may make it possible to manipulate genetic
modifications in the donor cells prior to cloning. These findings could have
enormous implications in the cattle industry, suggesting the potential for using
cloning technology to improve the breeding of beef cattle to obtain animals with
higher-quality meat. The results are also significant for future possible applications
of cloning technology to biomedical research. This project is the result of a

collaboration between the
laboratories of Japan's

Kogashima Cattle Breeding
Development Institute
and the Transgenic
Animal Facility.

Photo by Chikara Kubota, KogashlmaCattle
Breeding Development Institute, Japan

Visit www.uconnalumni.com
YourUConn AlumniAssociation
has teamedup with MyPersonal.com to
launcha personalized homeon the Internet
for alumni, www.uconnalumnl.com. You can
catch the latest UConn newsand sports,
haveaccess to free Web-based e-mail,
e-commerce and much more. It's a great
one-stopresource for Informationabout
UConn andother eventsof Interest to our
alumni and friends. Check It out todayl
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AROUND UCONN

Men's soccer and women's field hockey
lead lall1999 sp rts season

1999 men's soccer co-capta in
Brent Rahim ' 0 1 (CLAS)
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The University of Connecticut fall 1999 sports season was led by the men's
soccer and wornens field hockey teams, which each qualified for the Final

Four in their respective NCAA tournaments.
The UConn mens soccer team, under the direction of head coach Ray Reid,

won both the Big East Conference regular season and tour­
nament titles. The Huskies added three NCAA tournament
victories before bowing 2- 1 to Santa Clara in the fourth
overtime in a NCAA national semifinal match . The team

finished with an overall 19-5 record , the most wins in a single season
for UConn men's soccer since the 1981 team posted a 20-3-2 record and

won the NCAA Division I National Championshi p. UConn was ranked fourth
in the nation in the final collegiate soccer poll.

The UConn wornens field hockey team, led by head coach Nancy Stevens, con­
tinued its dominance of the Big East Conference and the Huskies advanced to the

CAA Final Four for the second consecutive year.
Connecticut posted a perfect 19-0 regular season record in winning both the

Big East regular season and tournament titles.
UConn improved to 23-0 overall, setting a school single-season record for wins,

with a pair of CAA victories before bowing to Michigan 4-3 in the CAA nation­
al semifinals. The Huskies finished the year ranked third in the nation.

The UConn wornens soccer team, with only one senior on its roster, won the
ortheast Division of the Big East Conference with a 5-0 record and advanced to

the Big East Tournament championship game for a fifth consecutive year, against
eventual champ Notre Dame. UConn qualified for the NCAA Championship for
the 18th consecu tive year and scored a pair of NCAA wins before bowing to Santa
Clara in the national quarterfinals. Connecticut finished the year 17-8 overall and
ranked ninth in the nation .

The 1999 UConn football season marked a beginning and an end for the Husky
program as head coach Randy Edsall made his debut and led the squad throu gh its
final season of compe ting in Division I-AA. Desp ite a 4-7 record , the season
included a hard-fought road loss to the University of Kentucky of the powerful
Southeastern Conference and the Huskies first win over a Division I-A opponent as
UConn defeated the University of Buffalo 23-0 .

The UConn wornens volleyball team posted a 20-9 overall record and advanced
to the Big East Tournament semifinals. In tennis , the Husky men's team posted a
5-2 overall record while the women were 4-5 overall. The UConn mens cross­
country team placed seventh at both the Big East and ew England Champion­
ships while the UConn women placed ninth at the Big East and 14th at the ew
England meet. The UConn golf team placed sixth in a field of 17 teams at the ew
England Championship.

The UConn rowing team prepared for its spring season with a fall schedule of
races that included competing at the Head of the Charles race in Boston and the
Head of the Schuykill in Philadelphia.

(A review of the spring 2000 sports season will be in the summerissue of
UConn Traditions ')



I N V ESTI NG I N

the Future

BGS Grad establishes scholarship fund
"BGS gave me the opportunity tofinish what I started. "

Marsha Morrison '95 (BGS) at the UConn campus in downtown Stamford. Morrison's
generosity is making a college education possible for nontraditional students through
a scholarship fund in honor of her father.

W hen Marsha Morrison '95 (BGS)
found herself at a personal and

professional crossroads, a friend
encouraged her to enroll at UConn
Stamford in the Bachelor of Genera l
Studies (BGS) Program, which enables
nont raditional students to complete
bachelor 's degrees. Morrison credits
UConn with helping her achieve a
lifelong goal-finishing the degree
she began 40 years earlier-as well
as helping her reenter the workforce
after raising three childre n. After
graduation, she expressed her
gratitude by establishing a scholarship
fund.

Named in honor of her father,
the Morrison Fund provides annual
scholarships for BGS students, whom
Morrison is delighted to help . "Many
of us get sidetracked from our
education when we are young. BGS
gave me the opportunity to finish
what I started, " she says.

Morrison originally considered
making a bequest to the University.
She decided to endow a scholarship
instead so she could see her gift in
action. At an awards ceremony last
spring, she met three BGS studen ts
who were receiving Morrison scholar­
ships . "It was the highlight of my
year!" says Morrison. "I was especially
moved when the young son of one of
the recipients thanked me for helping
his momm y."

Describing what makes UConn
Stamford special, Morrison cites,
"Everything! Inspiring faculty,
supportive students and staff who
made the challenges of returning to
school easier."

Morrison strong ly believes that
UConn has played a vital role in the
revitalization of Stamford. Despite
having lived all over the country, she
has a special affinity for the city.

Morrison continues to stay involved
with UConn Stamford. She takes
courses un der the University's audit
option for senior citizens , visits the
new downtown campus often , and
recommends the school to everyone
she meets .

Morrison's gift was partially
matched by her em ployer, Parsons &:
Whitte more, where she worked as an
executive secretary for six years, and
qualified for the state's UCONN 2000
endowment matchin g program. By
taking advantage of these opportuni-

ties, Morrison maximized her personal
investment . She is modest about her
gift, even though the financial sacrifice
she made magnifies its value many
times over. To the many BGS
students who receive Morrison scholar­
ships in the years to come , she will be
the special person who helped them
finish thei r education.

"I could not have graduated without
a scholarship," Morrison says. "The
Morrison Fund is my way of repaying
that generos ity." - Jennifer Mele
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INVESTING IN THE FUTURE

Treibick Family Foundation makes $1 million gift
Funds to support business school, athletics and human-tights research

R ichard Treibick, a member of the
Universi ty of Connecticut Board

of Trustees, has donated $1 million
on behalf of the Treibick Family
Foundation to support three key areas
at UConn-the School of Business,
the Division of Athletics, and human­
rights research. The gift is the larges t
ever from a Unive rsity tru stee.

The Treibick Founda tion's gift
includes $600,000 to establish a new
program to conduc t technical research
and development in electron ic com­
merce at the Schoo l of Business.

The Treibick gift also includes
$200,000 to estab lish a scholarship

Businessman
establishes
scholarship fund
Businessman Robert G. Burton of
Greenwich, Conn., has committed
$1 million to establish scholarships
for University of Connecticut football
players enrolled in the University's
School of Business. Through the UCONN
2000 matching gift program, the gift
total will be $1.5 million.

The scholarship will be named for his
son, Michael G. Burton '00 (BUS),
a co-captain of the 1999 football team.

Burton, who until recently was chair,
president and chief executive officer of
World Color, a color printing company,
says he is establish ing the scholarship
program to benefit football players inter­
ested in pursuing a career in business.

"As a former colleg iate and profes­
sional football player, I personally bene­
fit ed from having a scholarship," he
said. " Had I not been the recipient of a
scholarsh ip, I would not have been able
to attend college."

Burton has previously endowed a full
scholarship at the business school for
student-athletes and is the largest
contr ibutor to the UConn football
program. He has contributed more than
$2 million toward scholarships.
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fund for academically gifted student­
athletes in the wornens tennis and
wornens crew programs.

The final $200,000 will be added to

a previous gift from the Treibick
Foun dation to help support the Dodd
Program for the Study of International
Justice and Human Rights. The
Treibick fund will su pport the gather­
ing and dissemination of in form ation
to students, faculty, scho lars, and the
gene ral pu blic thro ugh a Web site and
electronic discussion group .

"As cha ir of th e Institu tional
Advancement Committee, Richard
Treibick has been a strong leader in

UConn Club
pledges $1 million
for scholarships
The UConnClub Inc. has announced
a pledge of $1 million over five years
to support scholarships for student­
athletes at the University of Connecticut.

"We are pleased to continue and
enhance our support of UConnAthletics
and its student-athletes," said Marylee
Oleksiw, president of the UConnClub
Board of Directors, who announced the
pledge. " This significant pledge is
simply a reflection of our mission to
assist UConn's student-athletes in enjoy­
ing an outstanding college experience,
both academically and athletically."

She added that she hopes the
commitment will be a catalyst for other
sign ificant gifts, as the Division of

" We're thri lled with Bob Burton 's con­
t inued support of the School of
Business," said Thomas Gutteridge, dean
of the School of Business, adding,
"We're pleased for this latest opportunity
to partner with the Division of Athletics."

Burton is a graduate of Murray State
University, where he was captain of the

our successful drive to enhance private
fundraising," said University President
Philip E. Austin . "With this gift, Mr.
Treibick demonstrates tha t his commit­
ment to the University's transformation
is personal as well as official and gives
us an important resource to help that
transformation proceed ."

Treibick has been a trus tee since
1993 and is chair of the Board of
Trustees Institu tional Advancement
Committee . Treibick has been self­
emp loyed since 1961 in the real estate,
inves tme nt and comm unications sys­
tems businesses.

Athle tics and the University
plan for an upcoming capital
campaign.

The club raises money for
the UConnClub General

Athletic Scholarship Fund,
which currently stands at more

than $2 million. This fund provides
educational assistance for student­
athletes part icipating in any of UConn's
23 intercoll egiate sports.

"We owe a great deal of thanks to the
UConnClub for taking the lead in raising
funds to support the young men and
women in our athletic program," said
lew Perkins, director of athletics.
" I commend the UConnClub and its
dedicated board of directors for making
a pledge that will assist UConn Athletics
not only today but for many years
to come."

Murray State football team, a four-year
fi rst team starter, and an All-American
select ion his senior year. After graduat ­
ing, he was a ninth-round selection of
the San Francisco 4gers and later signed
with the Buffalo Bills .

He also earned an M.B.A. at the
University of Tennessee.
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100 years ago at UConn
Students, faculty excited about name change

(Above) The Class of 1899 of Connecticut Agricultural College. This was the first CAe. class
to graduate after the school's name was changed from Storrs Agricultural College.
(Top) Old Main , the central administrative and academic build ing at CAe., circa 1899.

the Past

A s 1899 came to a close, students
and faculty in Storrs still sensed

some excitement about the new name
of their college. It was founded in
1881 as Storrs Agricultural School and
renamed in 1893 as Storrs Agricultural
College. During the spring of 1899,
the name changed to Connecticut
Agricultural College.

There were 110 students enrolled in
the fall of 1899-77 men and 33
women, and President George Flint
managed a faculty of 19 instructors.
(There were 11,411 full-time under­
graduate students in the fall of 1999­
5,348 men and 6,063 women.
Approximately 1,100 full-time faculty
teach at UConn). About a dozen
wooden structures comprised the
CA.c. campus in 1899 , including the
Main Building (later called Old Main),
which had administrative offices,
classrooms, laboratories , a library
and rooms rented to faculty as living
quarters. There were two dormitories:
Gold Hall for men and Grove Cottage
for women. Students and faculty lived
in apartments in Old Main and Old
Whitney Hall.

In December 1899, there was no
mention in the student newspaper or
other documents of the new century's
approaching. Final exams ended
December 20, and most students
went home for a 12-day vacation
before the January 3 start of
the winter term. (There were three
semesters until 1914.)

In the January 1900 issue of the
student newspaper, The Lookout,
the monthl y "College Notescolumn
led off with "Hello! What century is
this anyhow?" with no further
comment about a new century.

Calendar purists can take note : Most
people in 1899 viewed '1900 as the last
year of the 19th century. The first year
of the new century would be 1901. .

In the same issue of The Lookout are
several essays by students about the
new century-including one by CAC
senior Walter E Thorpe. Thorpe called
the 19th century "one of the three
greatest centuries that man ever has
lived in.

"A glance at it shows that the people
have made great progress. The electric
car has taken the place of the horse
car and stage coach ," wrote Thorpe.
"The railways have been extended , so
that traffic between points far distant
from each other can be carried on
more easily.

"The telephone and telegraph have
come into widespread use, and man
has turned to good account many
inventions," he continued.

Thorpe made some predictions,
too-some prophetic, some off the
mark-for the 20th century, and how

the world would look at the dawn of
the 21st.

"In all probability, before the close
of the present century, electricity will
be used even by the farmers as the
only means by which [sic] the soil
will be tilled and the crops harvested .

"Wireless telegraphy is one branc h
of electricity that will be fully devel­
oped before the end of this century.

"The automobile will be used
instead of the horse , and compressed
air will be used to propel such
machines .

"This century will bring a marvelous
musical development. The love for
frivolous will change to that for good
music-the people will require it.

"Wonderful progress in learning
has been made in the past century;
and this progress will increase with
great rapidi ty, until the man without
an education will find it hard even to
get a living." - Mark Roy '74 (CLAS)
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News

College of Agriculture and
Natural Resources

A view from on high

Imagine a map that would let UConn researchers "fly" over
Long Island Sound to measure the amount of nitrogen and
phosphorous entering the waterway from runoff or estimate
the absorption of carbon dioxide by the state's forests.

The map could show local land-use commissions the
current landscapes of Connec ticut towns and how the effects
of zoning changes have impac t across town boundaries.

It could provide property owners and conservationists
views of state watersheds, highlighting the tradeoffs between
land use and resource protection as Connecticut's rural areas
gradually face increasing development pressures.

This map exists. Titled Connecticut's Landscape, it was
recently created by a team of UConn scientists and educators
to show the distribution of 28 land-use and land -cover
categories for the state through computer-assisted classifica­
tion of satellite images.

The map is the product of AUTILUS, a new ASA
Regional Earth Science Applications Center (RESAC) located
at UConn . Seeking to create "real world" applications of
remote sensing data, ASA selected the College of
Agriculture and Natural Resources as home to one of seven
new RESACs the space agency has established around the
country. ASA has made a three-year commitment of $1.1
million to the new center. The acronym, NAUTILUS,
stands for Northeast Applications of Useable Technology
In Land planning for Urban Sprawl-the focus of the center
at UConn.

Sensors on satellites collect the reflected solar energy
that is bouncing off features on Earth's surface to take a
"picture," explains associate professor Daniel Civco, who
serves as the director of NAUTILUS at UConn . Different
amounts and wave lengths of energy are reflected from
different types of materials; for instance, water reflects solar
radiation very differently than does an urban area, and conif­
erous trees reflect differently than deciduous trees do.

"As a picture, the map is a striking look at the surface of
Connecticut, depicting our mosaic of urban, suburban, forest
and agricultural land in gradation of color," says Chester L.

Arnold Jr., a water quality educator for UConn's Cooperative
Extension System and a member of the AUTILUS project
team that created the map . "As research, it is a product of
cutting-edge techniques used by UConn scientists to
interpret our landscape from satellite data. "

12 • UCONN TRADITI ONS

An image of the
greater Hart ford
(Conn.) area taken

by a satell ite to
show land-use

patterns for the
Connecticut 's landscape

map of the NAUTilUS
program at UConn.

School of Pharmacy

Ne w advanced degree introduced

When you pick up your prescription at the pharmacy, are
you a customer or a patient? These days, the trend by
pharmacists is to treat customers as patients, not as clientele.
That added responsibility requires more training, and the
UConn School of Pharmacy is answering that need by
changing its professional degree program.

"Historically, the major responsibilities of the pharmacist
have been to count and dispense drugs, and that responsi­
bility ended once the filled prescription was handed to the
custo mer," says Michael Gerald, dean of the school. "But
pharmacists are taking on a greater role in counseling
patients about the safe and effective ways to use prescribed
medications ."

In the past, UConn 's future pharmacists completed
five years of stud y, earning a bachelor of science degree in
pharm acy that prepared them to sit for the state licensing
exam. The new degree program , called the Doctor of
Pharmacy (Pharm .D.), expands the length of study to a sixth
year. Prospective students must first comp lete two years of
pre-pharmacy requirements before being admitted to the
School of Pharmacy for an additional four years. UConn's
first Pharm .D.'s will graduate in May 2001.

Phasing in the new professional degree program is
critical to the school's future . (In several years, in order for
the School of Pharmacy to be accredited, the Doctor of
Pharmacy will be the required course of study) Of the more
than 80 schools of pharmacy in the country, UConn will
be the first in the northeast to graduate only Pharm .D.
stu den ts.

"It's the wave of the future and our graduates will be
ready with the most advanced professional pharmacy degree
possible," Gerald says.



Neal School of Education

Researchers win federal grant to improve
educational access
The teaching strategies used in college classrooms could soon
be headed in a new direction, according to research by special
education 'pens Stan Shaw and Joan McGuire.

The t\ 0 professors of educational psychology have been
awarded a $1.3 million federal grant to improve access to
post-secondary education across the country for all students,
especially those with learning disabilities.

"The work we do and the resources we provide are
intended to raise the level of instruction so colleges and
universities will be more effective in serving all students,"
says Shaw.

Shaw and McGuire have devoted their careers to identify­
ing and understanding learning disabilities, developing
special education programs, and training teachers in
special education.

Their latest project will establish a new approach to higher
education , called Universal Instructional Design. The
researchers will identify the barriers that make college
especially difficult for students with learning disabilities and

School of Business

. Forbes ranks UConn School of
Business among nation:S best
Forbes magazine has ranked the M.B.A. program
at the University of Connecticut School of
Business among the nation's best, according to a
new survey evaluating the top 50 business schools
in the nation .

The survey, which appeared in the Febru ary 7
issue of Forbes , ranks the nation's top 25 national
business schools and the 25 top regional business
schools according to the return on investment stu-
dents can expect from earning an M.B.A. at one of these
schools. The School of Business was ranked 15th among the
top 25 regional business schools , ahead of such schools as
Arizona, Arizona State, Washington and Florida and just
behind Penn State ( o. 12), Illinois ( o. 13) and Rice
University ( o. 14).

The survey divided business schools into two groups.
Schools in which the median cost (tuition and lost income)
was more than $90,000 were placed in the national cate­
gory; programs in which the median costs were less than
$90,000 were classified as regional schools. For the most
part , the schools in the regional category are public and
draw the bu lk of their stud ents from within a few hundred
miles, according to the magazine.
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then they'll determine the teaching methods and products
that can be developed to assist faculty in making classes
user-friendly for all students.

Fifteen years ago, a college education was out of th
question for many individuals with learning disabilities . Since
federal law started requiring schools to make reasonable
academic adjustments for students with learning disabilities ,
however, colleges and uni ersities have seen a dramatic rise
in the number of students with learning disabilities.

In 1985, 15 percent of full-time freshmen with disabilities
nationwide were identified as having a learning disability. In
1998, that number had risen to 41 percent. The number
is still growing because only recently have students with learn­
ing disabilities, who've spent their entire K-12 education under
the federal access law, begun graduating from high school with
the expectation of going on to higher education.

McGuire and Shaw want to make it clear that any changes
made in the college classroom as a result of their program
initiative would heighten learning for the entire class, not
just those with disabilities.

"This is a very positive proactive approach," says Shaw,
"because it's focused on those things that are effective and
what students evaluate as effective.

"Students can give up a very substantial
amount of money to obtain an M.B.A. in terms
of tuition and lost income, so they need to ask
what they can expect in return ," says Richard
Dino, associate dean of the School of
Business and executive director of its M.B.A.
programs. "No survey until now answered
that question in a way that is consistent
with sound financial decision-making.

This survey really captures the full impact
of that return on investment calculation."

The typical graduate of a natio nal business school
program enjoyed salary gains of $37 ,000 over the four-year
period surveyed by the magazine, compared to a $23,000
average salary increase for regional business school gradu­
ates. The lower-cost regional M.BA programs hold their
own against national schools in return on investment. Their
gain as a percentage of expenses averaged 33 percent, just
about the same as for the national M.B.A. programs.

"Unlike many other rankings that evaluate M.B.A.
programs based on todays data, Forbes performed a return
on investment follow-up analysis five years after graduation ,"
says Thomas Guueridge, dean of the School of Business.
"Such a follow-up study based on empirical returns over
time validates the success of our program and our alumni ."
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School of Fine Arts

Professor Emeritus Nafe Katter gives
$1 million to School of Fine Arts
A retired professor of dramatic arts has given $1 million to
the University of Connecticut School of Fine Arts.

Professor Emeritus Nafe Kauer is giving the gift for the
construction of a new thru st stage in the School of Fine Arts.
A thrust stage is a three-sided stage that extends into the
seating area and provides closer audience-actor contact.
This will complement the Harriet S. Jorgensen Theatre, the
proscenium-style venue where the dramati c arts department
presents its main stage productions.

"Nafe Kauer will influence generations of UConn students
not only through his remarkab le career at UConn but , also

by his example of unstinting generosity," says
UConn President Philip E. Austin .

"His generous gift represents yet
another way in which Nafe will

inspi re a future generation of
artists. How extraordinary that ,
after 40 years of devoted
service to this department as
an esteemed member of the
facuity, afe should now
assume anothe r 'role'- that
of an angel," says Gary M.
English, interim dean of
the School of Fine Arts.

Robert Wildman,
managing director of

The Connecticut Repertory
Theatre, the professional

performance arm of the dramatic
arts department , says the new performance

space will give a boost to the program.
"The creation of the new thru st stage will enable our

students to experience a different kind of performance
space-one that is widely found in regional theaters across
the country," Wildman says. "This promotes their versatility
as emerging theater artists, a cause to which afe has been
devoted for many years."

Born in Saginaw, Mich., Kauer received his bachelors,
masters, and doctoral degrees from the University of
Michigan. He came to UConn in 1957 and retired in 1997.
While at the University, he directed 100 productions,
including plays by Shakespeare and musicals. He is a
founder of and actor at the Stratford (Conn.) Festival Theatre
and has acted at Theat reworks and the Hartford Stage, where
he continues to enjoy an active career.
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School of Dental Medicine

Getting your two "sense" worth

The taste of chocolate and the smell of a rose surely rate
among lifes pleasures. The ability to taste and smell is more
than a pleasure, however, it's a necessity. Those whose ability
is impaired can't smell smoke or leaking gas or tell when
food is spoiled . Chefs and firefighters are among the worke rs
who are unable to function in their chosen
professions if these senses are impaired. In
addition, loss of smell may be the first sign of
an even more-serious medical condition .

The Taste &: Smell Clinic at the University of
Connecticut School of Dental Medicine sees
patients from around the United States and the
world who are struggling to find someone who
can diagnose and treat changes in these two
important senses. One of five prominent taste
and smell clinics in the U.S., the Taste &: Smell
Clinic is part of the Connecticut Chemosensory
Clinical Research Center (CCCRC), which
began nearly 20 years ago with funding from the National
Institutes of Health . CCCRC scientists have looked at basic
questions of how our senses of taste and smell function.

In 1979, the U.S. Public Health Service estimated that at
least 2 million adult Americans have a disorder of taste or
smell. "That number would be higher today because people
are living longer and the population is aging," says Norman
Mann M.D., the clinics medical director.

.Mann points out that more than 50 percent of adults
older than age 65 have a decreased sense of smell. In some

School of Allied Health

Partnership formed with Windham Hospital

The UConn School of Allied Health and Windham
Community Memorial Hospital in Willimantic , Conn ., have
reached an agreement that formalizes decades of collabora­
tion between the school and hospital.

"Our laboratory science, dietetics and physical therapy
majors are frequently trained through Windham Hospital, "
saysJoseph W Smey, dean of the School of Allied Health .
"Additionally, we are involved in research projects , womens
health initiatives, and many educational programs with the
hospital. This agreement helps ensure the future of our col­
laboration and strengthen our partnership."

SCHOOLS &: COLLEGES NEWS

people the problem can be attributed to the aging process;
others suffer from neurologic conditions, such as Parkinson's
or Alzheimer's disease, which affect the ability to smell.
Post-nasal drip, viral infections, trauma , gastric reflux and
other problems can affect the ability to taste and smell. Many
medications also affect our taste and smell systems.

Because taste and smell probl ems can have so many
different causes, a visit to the Taste &: Smell Clinic includes

an intensive medical histo ry, and , a complete
physical workup, conducted by Mann . The
patient is also checked by an ear, nose, and
throat specialist, who looks for nasal congestion
or polyps, sinus infection , allergies, and other
conditions that can interfere with smell. A neu­
rologist checks for conditions that might have
been previously undiagnosed , such as a brain
tum or or a minor stroke. Sometimes loss of
smell is the first ind ication of these problems.
The full evaluation also includes a visit to the
clinic's dentist because some taste problems are
the result of periodontal disease.

After diagnosis, treatment can begin for nasal congestion,
periodontal disease, gastric reflux and many other problems.
For some patient s, a change in medication may brin g relief.
Injury to nerve tissue from viral infection or traum a canno t
be treated, but nerve tissue does regenerate and time may
bring back the ability to smell.

"We tell these patients , 'Don't give up hope. It can return,"

says Mann.
For more information about the Taste & Smell Clinic at the

UConn Health Center; call (860) 679-2438.

The most significant collabora tive effort is the Windham
Community Memorial Hospi tal-Universi ty of Connecticut
Outpatient Physical Therapy Clinic. Located in Koons Hall
on the Storrs campus, the clinic provides outpatient physical
therapy services to students, staff, faculty, and the local com­
munity. The clinic is also a teaching center for students in
the School of Allied Health's physical therapy program.

"Windham Hospital has a well-established reputation for
its delivery of outstanding services," says Smey "This
collaboration links Windham Hospital 's expertise to a
nationally recognized research university and a professional
school known for its role in providing exceptional physical
therapy education. In this academic environment, patients
seeking outpatient physical therapy services can expect to
receive state-of-the -art examinations and treatments."
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College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

A new tool to detect autism in children
Early intervention is often the key to successful treatment of
autism. Unfortunately, it is difficult to detect the disorder in
very young children using existing diagnostic instruments.

Now, researchers from the University of Connecticut's psy­
chology department have introduced a screening device they
hope will accura tely identify children under the age of three
who have autism . In a recent pilot study, the
device detected autism in 22 young children.

Autism is a develop menta l disab ility that
typically appears during the first three years of
life and disrupts social relations hips,
communication and imaginative play.

"In orde r to begin the interve ntio n before
age three, we need to have a good way to iden ­
tify these children at this very young age," says
Diana Robins, a doc toral student in LlConns
psychology department . "This is where our
research comes in ."

Robins, Deborah Fein , a psychology professor; and
Marianne Barton, a visiting assistant professor of psychology,
designed the Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers , or
M-CHAT, to alert healthcare practitioners to possible cases of
autism in children between 18 and 24 months of age. The
screening device is an extension of the Checklist for Autism
in Toddlers, or CHAT, a British screening measure .

School of Social Work

Alumna gives $1 million to establish
doctoral program in social work

UConn alumna Judith Zachs '77 M.S.W and her husband ,
Henry, have given $1 million to establish a doctoral program
at the UConn School of Social Work.

"The frequent inquiries the schoo l receives about a doc­
toral program ind icate a compelling, strong demand for
study beyond the masters level." says Judith Zachs, a clinical
social worke r. "Since there isn't a doctoral-level program in
social work in Connecticut , we decided to help fill the
need ."

The Zachs' gift will help the School establish a research­
based doctoral program that will have a strong core of
advanced social work courses in theory and methods,
research , history and philosophy of the profession, and
policy and planning.
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To create the device, Robins, Fein and Barton took the
first nine items from the CHAT. They created an additional
21 items by generating a list of symptoms thought to be
present in very young children with autism . These items
were created based on hypotheses in the literature, clinical
instruments used to evaluate older children, the researchers'
own clinical experiences, and findings gleaned from home
videos of children later found to have autism .

Recent autism research has shown that early intervention
leads to the best prognosis, Robins says.
Children who begin to receive aggressive
early intervention before the age of three are
more likely to be able to attend school with
typically developing children and have fewer
long-term problems, she adds.

By developing an instru ment that can
accura tely detect autism in young children,
Robins, Fein and Barton have given health­
care providers the means to begin the early
intervent ion that can be critical to helping
children with autism and their families.

This research is supported by the University of
Connecticut's Research Foundation and the United States
Department of Education. The researchers have also applied
for support from the ational Institutes of Health . The
findings were presented at the 1999 annual meetings of the
American Psychological Association and the Connecticut
Psychological Association .

"This wond erful gift is a truly significant point in the
history of our school ," says Kay Davidson , dean of the
School of Social Work. "Before this program that Judy and
Henry's generosi ty will support, students inte rested in pursu­
ing their education beyond the master's level had to leave
Connecticut. Now we will be able to offer a Ph.D. program
that will attract highly qualified social work professionals
who want to pursue doctoral studies."

Fred Maryanski , UCon n's interim chancellor, says, 'J udy
and Henry's vision and leadership in filling the academic
need guarantees that the School of Social Work will be well
equipped with both resources and experienced faculty to
attrac t and train social work professionals, who are in high
demand in Connecticut and across the country."

Previously, the Zachs provided funding to refurbish
a community room at the School of Social Work. The couple
also has supported the UConn Health Cente r and the
Division of Athletics. Judith Zachs is a member of the
UConn Foundation's board of directors .



Cheryl Beck, professor of nursing,
wants to improve understanding
of postpartum depression.

School of Nursing

Identifying postpartum depression
As many as 15 percent of women who give birth suffer from
postpartum depression , which often goes unrecognized.

ow, two UConn faculty members have given health care
professionals a new tool to help diagnose the condition.
Cheryl Beck, professor of nursing, and Robert Gable, profes­
sor of educational psychology, have formulated an attitude
survey, the Postpartum Depression Screening Scale, to help
identify women suffering from postpartum depression.

Beck, a certified nurse-midwife, became interested in the
postpartum depression when she observed "the struggle
some women go through after birth. Because everyone
expects them to be happ y, they suffer in silence."

Compounding the problem are feelings of guilt about the
depression and shame at
the lack of "normal" feel­
ings of happiness in having
a new baby, Beck says.
Although for many the
condition may be short­
lived, for others the
depression is severe and
long-lasting and may lead
to suicide or infanticide.

"Postpartum depression
is a complex phenome­
non ," Beck says. "It has
a bio-chemical basis, but
other factors can play a
part as well, such as stress,
marital prob lems and
previous experiences of
depression."

One of the most frightening aspects of postpartum
depression can be its sudden onset. A woman in one of
Beck's studies said she "was on cloud nine through my whole
pregnancy. Then it hit me when my baby was 14 days old.
One night I had my first severe panic attack. I felt like
everything was closing in on me."

"Teetering on the edge" is a term Beck often uses in
speaking and writing about the condition. Although there
are many aspects or "themes," as she calls them , in postpar­
tum depression, Beck has discovered that a loss of control is
what underlies most of them. "Women lacked control over
their emotions, thought processes, and actions," she says.

Postpartum depression may also have a negative effect
on the all-important mother-infant bonding that greatly
influences how a child will develop . A mother with
depression, Beck says, "doesn't respond to the cues of her
infant to the degree others do."
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Beck has found that "recovery depends on how quickly
they (the new mothers) get help. " Treatment may include
therapy with a mental health professional and anti­
depressant medication. But first there must be recognition of
the disorder. There are, Beck says, still too many health care
professionals who tell women suffering from postpartum
depression, "Don't worry .. . it's just your hormones ... go
shopping, you'll feel better."

Announcements

School of Nursing

Alumni & Friends Society Update

The School of Nursing Alumni & Friends Society has elected
a new board of directors: lisa Marie Griffiths '91 (NUR);
judith Molloy '98 (NUR), '99 M.A.; Kathleen Renkiewicz Haitt
'74 (NUR); judith Niederwerfer Kelly '73 (NUR); Rosemary
DiMaggio Courtney '56 (NUR); Lori johnson '99 (NUR).

Save these Dates:

April13 RN/MS/AGS Information Session
Location: West Hartford Campus
Time: 6:00 p.m.-8:oo p.m.*

April 17 Graduation Celebration
(sponsored by Alumni & Friends Society)
Location: Alumni House
Time: 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

April 27 Ph.D Information Session
Location: School of Nursing
Time: 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.*

May 1 RN/MS/AGS Information Session
Location: School of Nursing
Time: 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.*

May 8 School ofNursing Annual Research Day
Location: Student Union
10:00 a.m. Welcome and Keynote Address, Rm. 378
10:40 a.m,-12:00 noon Concurrent Sessions,
Rm. 380 & 382;
12:00 noon-nco p.m. Luncheon and Poster Presentations,

Rm·378

* Please call the Academic Advisory Center (860) 486-4730
to confirm attendance and get room number for info session.

For more information about School of Nursing events, contact
Kathe Gable, director of Public Affairs, at (860) 486-0613.
or e-mail k.gable@uconn.edu. Check our awesome Web site
(www.nursing.uconn.edu) and events page
(www.nursing.uconn.edu/EVENTS) for additional updates.

continued Dn pogejB
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School of Medicine

Preventing repetitive stress injuries

Swinging a hammer looks easy on television home-improve­
ment shows . Try it at home, and you'll quickly see that many
hammers-and other hand tools-are awkward to use.
Repeated use can lead to fatigue and injury.

ow the Stanley Works, a worldwide supplier of tools,
has teamed up with the School of Medicine's Ergonomic
Technology Center of Connecticut to develop standards and
tests for ergonomic tools. The work will lead to development
of tools that will minimize physical stress and fatigue, thus
improving job performance.

The ErgoCenter, which was founded in 1995, in coopera­
tion with labor and business groups, focuses on reducing the
incidence of cumulative trauma disorders through the appli­
cation of ergonomic principles. "Ergonomics is the science of
designing jobs and workplaces to fit the physical and psy­
chological capabilities of workers , which helps to reduce the
stresses and forces that can cause cumulative .trauma disor­
ders and other problems ," says Martin Chemiak M.D., the
ErgoCenter's medical director .

Cumulative trauma disorders, which affect both muscle
and bone tissue, develop over a period of time (often many
years) as a result of the same motions being made repeatedly,
especially when other stresses are present. These risk factors
include fixed or awkward postures (a contributor to the
injuries suffered by computer users), unassisted frequent or
heavy lifting, forceful hand exertions , use of vibrating or
impact tools, insufficient rest periods, and other problems.

The joint ErgoCenter-Stanley project has had two phases .
"In the first phase, we helped develop scientifically grounded
standards for what is ergonomic," explains Timothy Morse
M.D., the study project coordinator.

The resulting standards are part of a Hand Tool
Ergonomic Data Sheet that informs tool users about the

Announcements

continued from poge11

School of Business

AlumniNoll of FDme Induction ceremony

A Night in May, the annual School of Business Alumni
Hall of Fame induction ceremony, will be held on May 3 in
the lewis B. Rome Commons, South Campus, Storrs
starting at 6 p.m. If you would like to attend the event or
have any questions, please contact the Office of Development
& Alumni Relations at (860) 486-0315 or send an e-mail
to frances@sba_uconn.edu.
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ergonomic strengths and weaknesses of a particular tool.
This is the first such sheet developed for hand tools.

During the second phase, the ErgoCenter laboratory test­
ed different brands of hammers, using volunteers from the
Carpenters Union . Each carpenter pounded in nails while
being photographed with a special infrared video camera
that picked up light from tiny sensors attached to their
fingers, wrists and arms .

"Our tests are designed to help us objectively compare
the hammers ' performance ergonomically," says Morse.

The resulting data is being analyzed to determine how
much vibration is transferred to the arm, how much muscle
force it takes to grip the hammer, and how much the wrist
deviates from neutral while hammering.

"We've long had some basic knowledge about ergonomics
that we kept in mind while developing our hand tools," says
Gary van Deursen, director of industrial design at Stanley.
"Our work with the ErgoCenter is aimed at incorporating
ergonomics into the design of the tools. It's a lot easier to
change the grip while the tool is still in the design stage."

For more information about the Ergonomic Technology Center
of Connecticut, call (860) 679-4916 or 679-4246.

School of Pharmacy

ThirtiethAnnuolReunion ondAwords BDnquet

The 30th annual School of Pharmacy Reunion and Awards
Banquet will be held on May 6 at the Marriott Hotel in Rocky
Hill, Conn. The annual Distinguished Pharmacy Alumni
Award will be given to an alumnus or alumna who
has distinguished himself or herself in the profession. In
addition, two non-alumni who have made significant
contributions to the School of Pharmacy or profession will
be made honorary members of the School of Pharmacy Alumni
Association. Further information is available by calling the
Pharmacy Alumni office at (860) 486-0244 or e-mail at
dleone@uconnvm.uconn.edu.



School of Family Studies

NeagSchool of Education

Alumni Society awards banquet slated for April 29

The second annual Neag School of Education Alumni Society
awards will be presented on April 29 following a dinner at the
South Campus Ballroom. This year's honorees are

Distinguished Alumnus
James Lyons '65

Outstanding HigherEducation Professional
Edward R. Lilly '76 Ph.D.

Outstanding School Administrator
Maria M. Melendez '77 (ED), '91 Ph.D.

SCHOOLS & COLLEGES NEWS

OutstandingKinesiology Professional
E. Paul Roetert '90 Ph.D.

OutstandingSchool Superintendent
Reginald R. Mayo '88 Ph.D.

OutstandingSchool Educator
Terri J. Beck '80 (ED), '85 M.A.

OutstandingProfessional
Waly Diouf '94 Ph.D.

LifetimeAchievement
Gerard Kells '65 (ED)

For more information about the awards dinner, please contact
Lynne Allen at (860) 486'2242, (888) 822'5861, or
lallen@alumni.uconn.edu.
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R EPOR T O N

Research

These petri dishes contain the
bacterium Escherchia coli,
which is used to break down
chemical pollutants such as
trichloroethylenes, which are
used in dry cleaning and to clean
indust rial equipment.

Miracle

P rofessor Thomas Wood has a
little farm-a tiny forest of poplar

saplings. Poplars, he believes, are the
ideal tree. They reach maturity very
quickly and they are constantly
thirsty, guzzling up to 50 gallons of
water daily.

Wood's interest is not forest devel­
opment, though. He is neither a horti­
culturist nor an arborist. He's a chemi­
cal engineer, an associate professor
who joined the UConn Chemical
Engineering Department in 1998.
Wood has discovered that when
poplar roots are dipped into solutions
containing bacteria that he has "engi­
neered" through the manipulation of
their genetic code, the young trees
bond into a symbiotic relationship
with the bacteria. The trees become
hosts, and a delivery system, for the
bacteria .

When the roots of those poplars,
in voracious search of water, reach
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aquifers polluted with dangerous
chlorinated products such as
tetrachlorethylene and trichlorethylene,
widely used as cleaning solvents, the
bacteria quickly consume those
chemicals , converting them into
harmless by-products. The trees
quench their thirst and the bacteria,
along for the ride, make the water fit
for human consumption.

Wood is one of a trio of UConn
scientists whose work with the
manipulation of bacteria promises to
do nothing less than revolutionize the
way humans manage pollution. Wood
and professors James D. Bryers and
Barth Smets are finding ways to create
new bacteria or more effectively
employ existing bacteria that will
consume toxic chemicals and metals.

One of the applications of Wood's
research relies upon what are called
biofilms-eolonies of microbes. Armed
with a grant from the Electric Power
Research Institute (EPR!), of Palo Alto,

California, he is on the verge of using
biofilms to solve some of the corrosion
problems that cost the U.S. electric
power industry more than $10 billion
annually

Corrosion is a major cause of
catastrophic breakdowns, especially in
hydroelectric plants, driving up the
cost of electricity for all consumers by
at least 10 percent .

Wood has bred strains of microbes
that can protect metal from corrosion .
"Like the surfaces of practically every­
thing, the metal surfaces at power
plants become colonized by microbes
over time," says Wood, "These
biofilms, like the slimy coating on
rocks you find in a pond , can corrode
most metal alloys, even metals such
as steel and aluminum that are
corrosion-resistant."

Wood has discovered that some
microbes can dramatically decrease the



UConn professors Barth Smets, Tom Wood andJames Bryers are onthe leadingedgeof research
to find uses for bacteria in managing pollution.

corrosion rate of metals by consuming
oxygen in the water that would cause
oxidation-rust. Woods microbes have
an added value. They release an anti­
microbial substance that is not harmful
to themselves but inhibits harmful
bacteria from taking up residence.

On the developme nt of biofilms,
Wood works closely with Professor
James D. Bryers, a faculty member
with UConn's Center for Biomateria ls,
who began investigating biofilms more
than 20 years ago. The very idea of
biofilms-a scientific concept less than
30 years old- represents a whole new
way of unde rstand ing how bacteria
work, Bryers says. .

"Scientists have spent two centuries
looking at bacteria as individ ual cells,"
he explains . "It has been the basis of
most microbiology research. A signifi-

cant majority of microbial activity hap­
pens in biofilms - communities of
microbes stuck to surfaces. The more I
investigate biofilms, the more I am
convinced that they are the natural
state of bacterial cells."

Bryers' work has led to greater
understanding of how bacteria adhere
to surfaces and how scientists can
manipulate rates of adhesion. It has

significant implications for the
utilization of biofilms to address a
wide range of applications.

Both Wood and Bryers are
interested in the role of biofilms in
health. The same principles that
explain how microbes form colonies
to cause metal corrosion, for instance,
can also explain how biofilms attach to
teeth to cause cavities. Biofilms are
also implicated in many other health
problems, such as arteriosclerosis,
digestive tract problems and infection
from implanted biomedical devices.

A third UConn scientist, Barth
Smets, brings a different perspective to
this quest to understand and more
effectively utilize bacteria. Smets, who
came to UConn in 1995 as an assistant
professor in Civil and Environmental
Engineering , has a dual appoi ntment

with the Department of Molecular
and Cell Biology.

Internationally known for his
innovative work in environmental
bioremediation, Smets focuses on
discovering beneficial bacteria that
have naturally evolved to consume
toxic substances and finding ways to
more produ ctively gather and utilize
those bacteria.

REPORT ON RESEARCH

One major focus of his work has to
do with bioreme diation of pollution
left over from munitions manufactur­
ing. Smets has discovered bacteria that
can consu me nitroglycerine and TNT.
"Almost every state has pollution left
over from old munitions plants ," he
says. The problem is even worse in
some foreign countries. Most of
Germanys World War II munitions
plants, he notes, were destroyed by
Allied bombing by the end of the war.
Its often difficult to even find where
they were.

Manipulating bacteria
could revolutionize

the way humans
manage pollution.

Another of Smets microbes con­
sumes polyaromatic hydrocarbons,
toxic coal tar by-products left over at
old factories that manufactured gas in
the days before widespread use of
electric lighting.

The U.s. Department of Education
recently awarded a three-year,
$717,000 grant to develop a program
to train the next generation of scien­
tists in this rapidly evolving field,
building upon UConn's growing repu ­
tation as a center for environme ntal
biotechn ology research.

All three scientists envision a wide
range of other applicat ions for this new
techno logy. "We've only scratched the
surface of the problems that can be
solved with bacteria, " says Wood.
"I'm very optimistic about the future."
- Jim H. Smith
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Robert Thorson, professor of geology, stands near one of the stone walls that inspired Stone Wall
Secrets, a children's book about geology he co-authored with his wife , Kristine .

Fo c u s O N

Faculty

Ajoumey to
Earth's heart
To Bob Thorson, learning
is always messy

W hen UConn geology professor
Robert Thorson traveled to

Chile last year on a Fulbright
Fellowship, he took along the tradi­
tional offerings Fulbright professors
bring to host countries-knowledge,
good will, a commitment to the notion
of cultural exchange. He also took
something extra , especially for fellow­
ships that last seven months-his wife,
Kristine, and their four children.

"I wanted my family to experience
more," explains Thorson. "Chile is a
poor country. It was important for us
to experience a sense of disruption,
alienation , discrimination. That was
an essential aspect of the cultural
exchange ."

Thorson sees himself as a kind of
detective, willing to pursue new knowl­
edge down a slick rock canyon or across
the alluvial plain of a glacier that
receded after the last Ice Age to find the
evidence of ancient catastrophic change.

Thorson, who joined the UConn
Department of Geology and Geophysics
in 1984 and has held joint professor­
ships in Geology and Geophysics and
Anthropology since 1996, does more
than simply peel away layers of evi­
dence and expose what has been
concealed . Ultimately, all great
mysteries have a heart and it is human.
It is to the heart that he is, invariably,
drawn .

A native of Wisconsin, Thorson­
"Thor" to his friends-has followed the
heartbeat of the living landscape all
across the globe, from Chile to
Washington state's Puget Sound to the
Colorado Plateau. When he talks about
his diverse teaching and research inter­
ests-the relationship between
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glaciation and tectonics, earthquake
prediction, dinosaurs, surface water
hydrogeology, engineering geology and
paleoclimatology-trains of thought
collide and landslides of ideas spill out.

They litter his office in venerable
Beach Hall, the ideal home for a man
who ping pongs daily between the past
and the future . Strewn everywhere are
books, periodicals, maps , a cast of an
allosaurus skull, a pick-ax, and lots and
lots of rocks.

The orderly chaos resumes in his
laboratory, where students encounter
wave action, flood plains and the
distribution of sediments while playing
with jerry-rigged learning devices
constructed of plywood, plastic, PVC
pipe and passion . "Learning is messy,"
Thorson says. "You have to get your
hands dirty. Working hard is more
important than intelligence."

"He's an exceptional professor," says
Emily Hurtuk '95 (CLAS), a third-grade
teacher in the Mansfield, Conn ., school
system, who enrolled in Thorson's Age
of the Dinosaurs course as a senior at
UConn.

When Hurtuk conducted a geology
learning exercise with her students,
Thorson provided rock samples , fossils
and copies of the children's book
Stone Wall Secrets (Tilbury House) he
co-authored with his wife in 1998.

"Professor Thorson showed me that
you retain more from your classes if .
you're actively involved with learning
and you can explain what you've
learned in a way that uses your uniqu e
talents ," Hurtuk says. "It's a lesson I
apply in my classes all the time."

It's a lesson Thorson applies to all
of his work . The awesome forces that
constantly reshape Earth are his
subject. How humans can learn from
the past and co-exist with those forces
is his theme .

In Chile, where he is now a visiting
professor at the Universidad Tecnica
Federico Santa Maria, Thorson found
an ancient lagoon of unstable, pudding­
like sediment beneath the coastal city
of Valparaiso, which was devastated by
a temblor in 1906.

"I went to Chile to do environmental
geology," Thorson says. "But the num ­
ber one priority there is seismic zona­
tion. They need hard data to define
where large populations will be at risk
when coastal cities . . . are struck by
earthquakes in the future."

Since his return, Thorson stays in
weekly contact with the editor of one of
Chile's few science journals. It's an
added responsibility that he really
doesn't need. He says, "You need to
invest yourself. This is a professional
obligation." - Jim H. Smith



East meets West
UConn's Karen Chow on cutting edge of AsianAmerican Studies

FOCUS ON FACULTY

W hat does it mean to be Asian in
America? Although Asians are

one of the largest ethn ic groups in the
country, with a long history in North
America, Asian American studies is a
relatively young academic discipline.

Karen Chow is evidence of the
growing popularity and impo rtance of
the field . An assistant professor of
English and Asian American Studies,
Chow arrived at UConn in fall 1997 .

According to Chow, her appoint­
ment signals the eastward movement
of Asian American studies. The disci­
pline is well-established on the West
Coast but has just recently begun to be
studied at colleges and universities on
the East Coast.

"The impact of Asian Americans on
American culture has been addressed
more on the West Coast, but my pres­
ence here and people like me at other
eastern universities indicate that's
changing," Chow said. "This is an
exciting time nationally for Asian
American studies, but even more so in
the East and Midwest."

Chow, who was born in Weymouth,
Mass., but raised in southern
California, was drawn to the East
Coast because of the burgeoning Asian
American movement. She chose
UConn because of the university's
commitment to its young Asian
American studies program .

"I was excited by the challenge of
being part of the development of Asian
American studies on the East Coast,"
Chow said. "It seemed like an exciting
moment to be part of that."

Since Chow arrived on campus, the
response to her classes has been over-

UConn Professor Karen Chow believes
that in an multi-ethnic anddiverse
world, it'scrucial forstudents to learn
about othercultures.

Peter Morenus

whelming. All of her classes on Asian
American topics have been over­
enrolled , she said. The courses have
included Asian American drama, intro­
duction to Asian American literature
and Asian American women's writing.
This semester , Chow is teaching an
American literature survey and an
Asian American short story course.

According to Chow, her courses
expose many students to Asian
American authors for the first time.
Chow also tries to teach her students
about Asian American culture by doing
things such as showing them films and
taking them to see plays.

"Most students who enroll have no
expectation or familiarity with Asian
American literature," Chow said.
"When they leave the class their sense
of the world has really been broadened
because I like to teach the literature
with a lot of cultura l contex t."

Although Chow now
believes one of her
goals is teaching
others about Asian
American literature,
she wasn't always
interested in the

field herself. A 1991 graduate of the
University of Southern Californ ia,
Chow received her bachelor's degree in
psychobiology and minored in English
and American literature. She plann ed
to go on to medical school un til a pro­
fessor, noting her strong inte rest in lit­
erature , suggested she app ly to gradu­
ate schoo l. Chow enrolled at the
University of California, Santa Barbara,
where she received her master's and
doctoral degrees in English.

Chow's current research and writing
also are designed to explore Asian
Americans ' roles in literature and
society. Last summer, Chow spent
several weeks in Los Angeles examin­
ing the writings of Japanese Americans
in internment camps. She also deliv­
ered a pape r in Taiwan on Chinese
American literature and attend ed a
seminar at Harvard University.

Chow believes the importance of
her work extends well beyond
academia.

"Increasingly, all of us are living in a
mult i-ethni c and diverse world , and
things like the Internet force us to

deal with heterogeneity," Chow
said . "It's important to learn about

other cultures and what happens
in those moments of contact

between cultures ."
- Allison Thompson



1/Every student has
some spark, some
interest waiting
to be kindled. 1/



rising to research challenge

By Elizabeth Omara-Otunnu

Pam Bonner '00 (CLAS) is learnin g from her mistakes. She hasn't made many, but she has learned that research, where
there are no predetermined answers, doesn't always produce the results you expect.

Bonner conducts research on the metabolism of amine compounds by bacteria, a topic that has implications for the
cycling of nitrogen in the environment. Her experiments have not always worked. "The first time I plotted a curve, I
postulated a set of results about where I thou ght I was heading, and it was the wrong direction ," she says. "You can't
just go with your first instinct. You have to wait and see what your results show you."

like many a more seasoned researcher, Bonner has recognized that knowing what doesn't work-and understanding
why- may have as much value as succeeding the first time around. It's a valuable lesson not only for research but also
for life.

Bonner, a University Scholar, is one of a growing number of undergraduates conducting research at UConn. What
"research" means varies from one discipline to another. It can be anything from writing the script for a play to analyzing
texts in the humanities, evaluating data in the social sciences, or designing and running experiments in a lab.

In recognition of the enormous benefits students can derive from doing their own research, the University has
recently undertaken to make the research experience available to any undergraduate who seeks it. "This is a research
university. It's vital for undergraduates who go through this instituti on to participate in what that means," says Susan
Steele, vice provost for und ergraduate education and instruction. "We want to make undergraduate research experience
a hallmark of the institution."

A new office of undergraduate research, established in January, will help raise students' awareness of the
opportunities for doing research and of the financial and other forms of support available.

Spreading wings
In every discipline, research is about exploring the unknown, doing something in a way that hasn't been

done before.
Tim Smyth '01 (CLAS), a junior doing research in history, says recognizing what you don 't know is a prerequisite for

research. "In so much of learning there are presumptions , and when you sit in a lecture, you're being force fed someone
else's presumptions," he says. "If you think you know the answer, then there's no reason to do research. Once you
accept that you don 't know, that's where the research begins."

Reluctant simply to accept other people's explanations of historical events, Smyth turned to research to exercise his
quest for knowledge. "I read this account and that account, but I have yet to be satisfied," he says. "I want to 'do'
historical research, actually look at the materials and analyze them for myself."
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The University Scholars program
has given him the chance to do
just that. Smyth is now a semester
into a research project on U.S.
involvement in South Africa dur­
ing the apartheid years. The
ambitious proposal he has
devised includes exploring
primary source materials from the
period as well as taking classes in
sociology, political science, anthro­
pology and history. He is also-as part
of a semester at sea- planning an extend ­
ed stopover in Cape Town , South Africa, to
help deepen his understanding of the subject.

The University Scholars program-in which students
design their own programs of research and scholarship- is
well established at UConn. For years, research has been
expected of any student writing an honors thesis. But the
research experience is not limited to honors students.

Melinda Durgin '00 (ClAS) , a chemistry major, is one
of three undergraduates on a team of researchers led by
Professor Amy Howell, doing basic research on synthesizing
methyleneoxetane molecules . (Methyleneoxetanes are organ­
ic compounds that the Howell team is using to prepare com­
plex biological molecules.)

Durgin, who spends at least three afternoons a week in
one of the state-of-the-art research labs in the new chemistry
building, will earn three credits for the experience. It will
also count toward accreditation by the American Chemical
Society, something she hopes to achieve by the time she
graduates in December.

Undergraduate research involves a cont inuum of possibili­
ties, ranging from limited programs within the context of a
course to an apprenticeship working with faculty and gradu­
ate students as mentors. Tom Terry, a professor of molecular
and cell biology, sees it as part of his role as a teacher to
introduce undergraduates to the concep t and practice of
research. "We plant a seed, and in some cases it germinates ,"
he says.

It was in Terry's introductory microbiology class that
Bonners interest in research began, with a six-week inde­
pendent project comparing the amount of bacteria found at
different water sources, such as a faucet and a spring water
nozzle. Bonner, a sophomore at the time, enjoyed the project
so much that when she had the chance to work in a research
lab the following year, she seized it. She says doing research
is radically different from class work. "You're learning things
you're interested in by doing them, not just reading in a
book and trying to memorize something that 's not necessari­
ly important to you."

The benefits of doing research are wide-ranging. "For
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Tim Smyth ' 0 1 (CLAS) is currently
researching U.S. involvement in South

••••a Africa under apartheid. Much of Smyth's
research is done in the Homer Babbidge
Library (above) and the Thomas J. Dodd
Center archives.
Photoby PeterMorenus

many undergraduates, this is their
first opportunity to work in an

independent way under faculty
guidance ," says Michael Cutlip ,

director of the honors program. "They
get to really spread their wings."

Durgin says she particularly values the
mentoring relationship she has with Howell. "She

gives me the most time of any of my teachers," she says.
"She really goes the extra mile to help with anything I need."

Having to make decisions themselves in an open-ended
situation can be a liberating experience for students .
"I think, in research, a student has one of the highest
likelihoods of becoming really excited about their chosen .
area," says Howell, an assistant professor of chemistry.

Multiple benefits
Doing research also gives undergraduates a chance to

hone their communications skills. "We often think about
research as jus t the discovery," says Terry. "but another very
significant part is communication." Most undergraduate
researchers are expected to prepare an oral, as well as a writ­
ten, report on their findings, and many are encouraged by
their professors to give presentations at regional and national
professional gatherings . There is also a poster session on
campus each spring, where students can display their results
to the UConn community.

Bonner presented her research project there in spring
1999. "It forced me to step back from my research and try to
explain it to the general public," she says. "Public speaking is
not my forte, but I found I wasn't too bad at it." Before grad­
uating , she hopes to publish a paper on her findings with
her faculty advisor.

The research experience may help clarify students' career
plans. Bonner entered college planning to become a medical
doctor; since embarking on her research project, shes
decided on a career in microbiological research and is
applying to graduate school to stud y for a doctorate . Durgin,
who at various times has considered careers in physical ther­
apy, nursing, and patent law, will now look for a position as
an organic chemist in the pharmaceutical industry, as a direct
result of her research experience .

Whatever their chosen careers, doing research prepares
students in more ways than one. "Research is always valuable
because it gives you confidence in your abilities, whether



Using a spectrophotometer, Pam Bonner '00 (CLAS) conducts research on the metabolism of amine compounds by bacteria, which has
implications for the cycling of nitrogen in the environment.

you're going to become a future researcher or not ,"
says Terry.

The specific skills that research helps them develop­
defining a project , thinking critically, making decisions and
solving problems-are sought after by potential emplo yers in
the corporate and nonprofit sectors as well as by graduate
and professional schools .

"Employers are generally looking for the ability to think
out of the box and problem-solve in a creative way, for
top-notch communication skills, and for the ability to work
with people collaboratively in teams," says Cynthia Jones ,
director of career services at UConn . "They definitely value
self-starters, people who know how to define a problem and
go out and get information and solve it."

What's more, the one-on-one interaction with a faculty
membe r that research entails means the professors get to
know the students better than in a large lecture class and

are able to help them make the connections they need to
launch their careers . "Typically, the faculty members they are
working with are nationall y or internationally known," says
Cutlip . "The students interact with these professors at least
weekly. They can open doors for students and offer guid­
ance about job prospects."

Although not every undergraduate may feel ready to
und ertake an independent research project , some faculty
suggest the barriers are more psychological than real.
"Every student has some spark, some interest waiting to be
kindled," says Terry. "One of the challenges of education
is to identify and nurt ure that spark wherever it occurs ."

Employers value
self-starters,
people who know
how to define a
problem and go
out and solve it.
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C
The Measure of

ARACTER

The stand for equality by the UConn
chapter of Phi Epsilon PI madethe
front pageof TheHartfordCourant
onSeptember"ZI. 1950.
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By Jim H. Smith

I t was the fall of 1950, and the
brothers of Phi Epsilon Pi fraterni ty

at the University of Connecticut were
preparing an act of honorable defiance .
Earlier that year, the fraternity had
decided to pledge Alfred Rogers, a
sophomore from Manchester , Conn.
That Phi Epsilon Pi wanted Rogers to
join its brotherhood made perfect
sense. He was bright, handsome,
articulate and outgoing. He made
friends quickly, and he was a talented
athle te who quickly earned a slot on
the varsity football squad. He was the
kind of young man any fraternity
would want . Nevertheless, to Phi
Epsilon Pi's national organization
Rogers was unacceptable. He was a
black man . To the members of the
UConn chapter there was only one
path to take-force a change in the
policy of the national organization
or leave it.

When Rogers arrived at UConn as
a freshman in 1949, he had already
distinguished himself in several areas.
He was a vice president of the Tolland
County Pilgrim Fellowship , a religious
organization, and he had played the
baritone hom in the All-State High
School Band the same year he
attended Boys State. He was the only
African-American member of that
musical assembly.

In 1947, the summer he was 16,
Rogers was a delegate to Boys State,

the annual civics-lesson-in-action
sponsored by' the American Legion,
which was held at UConn's Fort
Trumbull campus. Already displaying
the poise and self-confidence that
would serve him well as a UConn
student and throughout his career, he
was handily elected governor. Rogers'
opponent was a young man who
would become his lifelong friend.
Losing to Rogers did nothing to
extinguish William 0' eills interest
in politics as he went on to serve as
Connecticut's governor from 1980
to 1991.

Despite the pauci ty of students of
color at UConn when Al Rogers
arrived, no one was particularly
surprised when he was elected class
president. What surprised everybody
- including Rogers himself-was that
when Rogers' candidacy for member­
ship was proposed at Phi Epsilon Pi's
national convention in Minneapolis in
September 1950, he was promptl y
blackballed .

Am I not good enough for you?

Of course , the brothers of Phi
Epsilon Pi might have expected as
much . That Al Rogers was a standout
student was more a testament to
Rogers' natural leadership qualities
than a sign that America was in retreat
from its long romance with bigotry.
It was, after all, just three years since
Jackie Robinson had become major­
league baseball's first black player.
The brothers of Phi Ep might have





remembered tha t despi te playing with
such brilliance that he was named
Rookie of the Year, Robinson had
endured vicious race baiting from fans
and opposing players .

What they remembered, says Daniel
Blume '53 (CU.S), who pledged Phi
Epsilon Pi the same year as Rogers,
was the example of Red 0 ' eil!.

A hero of World War I, Martin
"Red" 0 ' eill '25 had overcome a
wound tha t left him with a metal
plate in his right arm and gone on to
letter in three sports at UConn. A
dominating fullback and LlConns first
All-American candidate, O'Neill was
captain of the 1924 squad , the only
undefeated football team in UConn
history. He earned top academic
honors and attended the Yale Medical
School after graduation, eventually
becoming a renowned surgeon.
(Editor's note: The UConn Club gives its

annual Red O'Neill Award to a
fonner student-athlete who hasenjoyed
success in hisor herchosen profession.)

When 0 ' eill was a freshman, Phi
Ep, a predominantly Jewish house ,
was the only frat that did not pledge
him. 0 ' eill came to the house and
bluntly asked, UAm I not good enough
for you?" The brothers of Phi Ep
qu ickly decided to pledge O'Neill and
he accep ted.

That was the context in which the
brothers of Phi Ep (average age, 28;
mostly World War II veterans; guys
who, says Blume, "taught us how to
drink;") met the news when their rep ­
resent ative, Robert Berdon , who wou ld
become a justice of the Connecticut
Supreme Court, retu rned from
Minneapolis that September. They
quickly called a state convention. To a
man, they agreed to defy the national
organization.

"The Holocaust was still a very fresh
wound for all of us, " recalls Blume.
uWe thought, 'What a sorry state of
affairs that a Jewish fraternity would
discriminate against anyone .'"

"It was time to make a statement,"
adds Marvin Lapuk '53 (CU.S), '60
]. 0 ., also a memb er of Rogers' pledge
class. "The brothers decided they
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would not be dictated to. They advised
the national organization that if Al
Rogers couldn't join the fraternity, they
would secede ."

It was a decision with both moral
and practical implications. Only a year
earlier, the University had instituted
a policy prohibiting any student
organization-including fraternities­
from discriminating against minority
students. That didn't mean a national
organization couldn't revoke a
fraterni ty's charter.

(Top) Senior Class President AI Rogers
from the 1953 Nutmeg yearbook.
(Above) Fellow freshmen and Phi Epsilon
pledges Daniel Blume and AI Rogers
from the 1950 Nutmeg yearbook.



IIWE TAKE OUR MEN ON THE BASIS OF CHARACTER,

AND NO ONE IS GOING TO TELL US WE CANNOT

USE THAT BASIS. II

"UConn was pretty small back
then ," recalls Lapuk. "It was, literally,
being constructed all around us. Most
students commuted. I'm not sure
where we would have lived if the
national organization had kicked
us out."

The brothers decided they had no
choice but to fight the national organi­
zation. "In order to do that , we needed
a manifesto," says Blume, a member
of one of the teams of emissaries the
fraternity sent out to chapters at other
schools up and down the East Coast to
drum up support for their stand . By
September 25, when The Hartford
Courant ran a front page story about

the incident, the fraternit y was
emboldened by the fact that eight
other Phi Ep chapters had joined
them in threatening to leave the
national group if the blackball was
not removed.

Issuing the National Grand Council
a.two-week ultimatum , UConn chapter
president Irving R. Channels said, "We
take our men on the basis of character,
and no one is going to tell us we
cannot use that basis."

It would be another three months,
however, before the national organiza­
tion relented to the growing pressure,
voted to allow Rogers to join , and
reinstated the UConn chapter. "Those
with a close knowledge of fratern ities,"
reported The Hartford Times, on
December 28, 1950, "said that this
decision to take a Negro student into a
white national fraternity is possibly the
first such occurrence in the more than
IOO-year-old history of American­
Greek letter societies."

A life of service

Al Rogers would complete his
UConn education two years later

and-a UConn ROTC participant­
enlist in the U.s . Army with a
commission in time for the waning
days of the Korean conflict. The Phi
Epsilon Pi incident, he remembers,
was not his first experience with
discrimination and it would not be
his last.

The first had happened in 1947 ,
when he was a Connecticut delegate to
Boys Nation. In the nation's capital that
sweltering summer, the young man
who had been elected governo r of
Boys State, shook hands with President
Harry Truman in the Whit e House
Rose Garden. Then , seeking a cold
beverage with a white companion, he

was asked to leave a nearby dru g store.
The year he graduated from UConn,

as he traveled to the artillery school at
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, all trains in the
Jim Crow South were segregated and
all of the young black men with whom
he traveled worried , he remembers,
"that the worst mistake we might make
-the kind of mistake that could get
you in real troubl e- would be to
violate some rule you didn 't even
know about."

The legacy of these incidents, says
Rogers, now retired after a long and
distinguished career with Northeast
Utilities, was not bitterness but rather
a confirmation of the values his father
instilled in him .

"My dad , John Rogers , was a
remark able man ," Rogers says. "He was
one of the first two black postal
employees in Hartford to get jobs
working inside the post office ."

"He gave us a wond erful life,"
Rogers continues. "He was a tough
disciplinarian and a great role model.
He devoted his life to studying African
American history, and he taught all of
us to be proud of who we were. We
were not raised to be prejudi ced . The
ideas of personal responsibility, inclu-

sion , equality and fundamental fairness
permeated our lives when we were
growing up ."

Following his military career, during
which he commanded one of the first
un its integra ted following President
Truman's desegregation of the armed
forces in 1947, Rogers worked first for
the Connecticut Highway Department ,
then for the Hartford Electric Light
Company. At night , he attended the
UConn Schoo l of Law.

Rogers not only excelled in his work
bu t also threw himself into countless
civic and professional activities. During
eight years on the Hartford (Conn.)
Board of Education , he served in every
executive position and was involved
in major school building programs
during the late I960s and early I970s.
He served on the boards of Riverfront
Recapture, Hartford Hospital, St.
Joseph 's College, Mechanics Savings
Bank, the Hartford Better Business
Bureau , and the Hartford Convention
and Visitors Bureau , the latter two of
which he chaired .

He devoted himself to being the
kind of man his father would be
proud of.

Three years ago, he watched with
prid e as the next generation of
Rogerses carried the family legacy
forward , founding the John Rogers
African-American Culture Foundation
in Hartford . Housing the extraordi­
nary collection of books and
docum ents about African-American
history that his father assembled
during his lifetime, it is a resource
for young people.

It is more than that. It is a
monument to the idea that charac ter
is a resonant gift that endures from
generation to generation and
ultim ately makes the world better.

"We were brought up to respect
others," says Rogers' niece Meryth
Andrews, who is an attorney at
CIGNA. "We were taught to have a
sense of self, and pride in who we
were. We were taught to give some­
thin g back to the community "
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By Allison Thompson

you sweep e ,
As dean, Hugh Macgillied the UConn

School of Law to new heights of excellence.

In 1971, a young Hugh
Macgill arrived at the University of
Connectic ut Schoo l of Law and saw
something many others didn't­
po tential. Twenty- nine years later,
Macgill has seen the law schools
potential and his dreams realized .

During those three decades, the last
spent as dean, Macgill has played an
integral role in the school's dramatic
improvement, helping to build a new
state-of-the-art law library, increase the
number of minority faculty members,
warm relations on campus and boost
the schools national reputation.

According to Macgill, the law
schools impending growth was appar­
ent when he first arrived.

"As offers elsewhere arose, intellec­
tual growth here seemed so imminent
that I thought it would be more fun to
stay," Macgill said recentl y. "It has
been my desire to try to realize some
of these possibilities as dean and to
maintain an environment in which
others woul d feel the same momentum
that I did. That has been my principal
motivation as dean."

With the law school thriving, many
wonder why Macgill chose now to
step down.

"Its not healthy for any institution
to have the same hand on the wheel
for 10 years," Macgill said . "I've had a
very good time and I'm as engaged as I
ever was, but its time for a change."

Humble beginnings

Macgill, who graduated from Yale
University and the Universi ty of
Virginia Law Schoo l, began teaching at
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LlConns law schoo l in 1971. A former
Chinese language specialist in the
Army, Macgill recently said he began
his legal career "because I had no idea
what I wante d to do. "

In his first year at the law schoo l, an
older colleague expressed surprise
when Macgill wen t into the faculty
lounge. At that time , people avoided it
in order to avoid each other, he said.

If the climate on campus was frosty,
Macgill did his best to change it by
engaging his students and fellow
faculty members.

Richard N. Palmer, a justice on the
Connecticut State Supreme Court and
a 1977 law school graduate , remem­
bers Macgill as an excellent professor.

"He was absolutely a wonderful
teacher," Palmer said . "He bro ught the
subject matter to life."

John C. Brittain, the schoo ls first
African-America n faculty member,
arrived on campus in 1977 and was
drawn to Macgill because of their
shared interest in the social issues of
the time. More than a decade later,
Brittain, now dean of Texas Southern
University's Thurgood Marshall School
of Law, was on the search committee
that chose Macgill as dean in 1990 .

The first dean to be chosen from
inside the law school, Macgill was
appointed at a time when the law
school was relatively disconnected
from the University. The law school
needed a dean who understood the
University and the political climate
of the sta te, Macgill said .

"I do remember situations in my
first few years where problems were

averted because I already had a pretty
good Rolodex in han d," Macgill said .

During his first year as dean ,
Macgill regularly rose so early to begin
working on law schoo l bu siness that
he became acquainted with his paper
boy, said Jeremy Paul, associate dean
for academic affairs and professor of
law. That dedication to the law school
has been a hallmark of Macgill's tenure .

"Every morning from the moment
he gets up to the moment he goes to
sleep, hes wondering how he can
make the law school a better place,"
Paul said .

Boosting national profile

For Macgill, bettering the law
school meant adding faculty and
programs and improving facilities.

One of Macgills first moves was to
push for more diversity. In 1991, the
schoo ls first two African-American
female faculty members were appoint­
ed . The first Latino faculty member
joined the school in 1993 .

In 1994, the school's Insurance Law
Center opened. The only facility of its
kind in the country, the center is
dedicated to the study of law and legal
institutions in relation to insurance
and insurance as a social institution for
allocating risk and responsibilities.
Two years later, the schools new law
library opened on the campus in
Hartford's West End, the former site
of the Hartford Seminary.

Macgill helped expand the school 's
international progra ms, including a
graduate program for foreign lawyers,
and instituted the Lawyering Process





Nearly one-quarter of the 11,500
members of the Connecticut Bar Association

are School of Law alumni

Program, which teaches first-year stu­
dents fundamental legal skills by
allowing students to practice them.

Improvements like these
contributed to last year's 38 percent
application increase and helped raise
the law school's national profile.
Although the schoo l has long drawn
students with high scores on the law
schoo l entrance exam, there's recently
been growth in the general caliber of
the students ' educational background

and their human strengths, Macgill
said.

The school's dedication to academic
excellence has land ed UConn law
school graduates in leadin g positions
throughout the state. In addition to
Palmer, two other justices on the state
supreme court are law school gradu­
ates. According to the Connecticut Bar
Association , 2,592 of the 11,500 mem­
bers in the voluntary organization are
School of Law alumni.

One of Macgill's greatest accom­
plishments may well be imp roving
personal relationships on campus. In
1996, six years after Macgill became
dean , relations were so harmonious
that they drew the attention of the
American Bar Association .

On the second of a three-day
campus visit, members of an ABA site
inspection team told Macgill they'd
noticed that everyone seemed happy
and got along, something they regard­
ed with suspicion . After pursuing it,
the team discovered that as unusual as
it might be, people truly were working
together.

Paul attributes that feeling of
camaraderie to Macgill's leadership.
The dean , Paul noted , is open to
others ' perspectives and never lets
professional clashes affect personal
relationships. Most important , he's
eager to see those around him succeed.
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Macgill also has insulated the
faculty from outside issues. In 1989,
Brittain filed a lawsuit claiming that
Hartford's publi c schools were uncon­
stitutionally segregated. As the lead
attorney in the case, Sheff v. O'Neill,
Brittain drew criticism from citizens
upset about a pro fessor at a public
institut ion attacking the state.
Macgill's support of Brittain was
unwavering.

"He provided complete, 100 percent

support of my work in the Sheff case
and was the heat shield that protected
me from the critics," Brittain said.

According to Macgill, that's one of
his primary duties.

"I thin k one of the functions a dean
has to perform is as a windbreak for
faculty and staff," he said .

Mutual admiration

Macgill sees his job as a combina­
tion of the lead person on a cur ling
team, who sweeps the ice in front of
the stone so his teammates' efforts are
enhanced, and the circus employee
who cleans up behind the elephant .

"You sweep ahead, you sweep
behind, and you keep smiling ,"
Macgill said.

Macgill's ability to do his job
effectively and with humor has made
him a popular and sought-after figure
beyond the law school campus. In
addition to his duti es as dean, Macgill
has been involved with a number of
legal, social and scholarly organiza­
tions, including Neighborhood Legal
Services in Hartford , the Greater
Hartford HIV Action Coalition , the
Capital Area Foundation for Equal
Ju stice, Miss Porter's Schoo l and the
Connecticut Historical Society.

According to David Kahn, executive
director of the Connec ticut Historical
Society, simply mentioning that Macgill
is president of the organization's board

of trustees causes people to perk up.
Supporte rs are often unabashed in
their respect and admiration .

"On trips to the legislature, it takes
half an hour to get from the elevator
to the office because everyone wants
to stop him to say hello," Kahn said.

According to many of Macgill's
colleagues, that overriding support
and respect is unheard of for a law
school dean and speaks volumes
about him. Macgill has remained
dean for a decade; the average
tenure for a law school dean is less
than four years.

"Probably the strongest endorse­
ment of the work that he's done is the
length of his tenure," Palmer said.

In the end, Macgill's record speaks
for itself. Although the law school was
successful before he became dean, it's
in even better shape as his term ends.

"I think Hugh will be remembered'
for guiding the ship through the '90s
and onward and upward to the new
millennium," Brittain said.

Macgill shares the credit for the
schoo l's success with his colleagues.

"We have a faculty of superb schol­
ars and teachers and bright , engaged
students . The staff has a sense of pride
in the school and a commitment to
making the most of our limited
resources that time and again has
made things work when the sane
observer thought they couldn't,"
Macgill said. "For the people who
work here, 'good enough' is not good
enough."

After stepping down at the end of
the academic year, Macgill will take a
one-year sabbatical and then return to
campus to teach. (At press time, a
search committee was looking for his
successor.)

"I am confident that we will have
an excellent dean ," says University
President Philip E. Austin . "But that
person will have a tough act to follow.
Hugh McGill has not only been a
superb academic leader, but has also
come to personify the School of Law's
role as a vital force in the University
and in Connecticut's legal community. "



Creative Currents

Recently published works by UConn alumni and faculty

Sherlock Holmes sleuthsagainl

In January 1999, workmen renovating a suite of offices in
England uncove red a trove of un published journals kept
by Dr. John H. Watson, companion and biographer of the
world's first consulting detective, Sherlock Holmes of
221B Baker St., Lond on . The journals included some of
the most disturbing cases the two men ever encountered.

This fictional discovery is the starting point of Wayne
Worcester's The Monster oj St. Marylebone. A professor
of journalism at UConn, Worcester gives the chilling

account of one of those
cases. Shortly after Jack
the Rippers killing
spree ended, another
serial killer begins to
terrify London . Preying
on shopkeepers
in one of the citys
upscale neighborhoods,
the attacker mutilates
his victims before
killing them . Holmes
himself was taken
captive, but escaped
and went on a personal
and obsessive hunt for
the killer.

Since Arthur Conan
Doyles death in 1930 , dozens of authors have written
about his most famous character. The Monster oj St.
Mary/ebone , published last November by New American
Library, is Worcester's first Sherlock Holmes novel and his
first work of fiction. His second novel, which is also based
on Watson's journals, is due out later this year.

An avid reader of mysteries , Worcester decided to write
the novels because he has always enjoyed reading them .

"People are always advised to write what they know,
and what I knew was Holmes and that period ," says
Worcester, who was a reporter and editor at the Providence
Journal before coming to the University in 1987 .
- Allison Thompson

ALSO OF INTEREST

A Rush oj Dream ers

John Cech '74 Ph.D
(Marlowe &. Company)

Against the backdrop of the 1849 gold rush , John Cech tells
the tale of English-born Joshua Norton, a seeker of
fortune who ended up losing some of his mind instead .
Refusing to abandon the newly born "instant city" of San
Francisco , Norton is a renowned character of the streets,
whose proclamations are printed in local newspapers and
his movements reported by the press as he declares himself
Emperor of the United States. This is the first novel by
Cech , who teaches in the English department at the
University of Florida .

Inside the Underground at Max's Kansas City
Yvonne Sewall-Ruskin '67 (CLAS)
(Thunders Mouth Press)

In a scrapbook-like format, Yvonne Sewall-Ruskin has
pieced together a glimpse of the tragically hip, terminally
pretty crowd at the legendary New York City nightclub Maxs
Kansas City, which was owned by her late husband, Mickey
Ruskin. Mick Jagger, Faye Dunaway, Jim Morrison , David
Bowie, Andy Warhol, John Lennon and Yoko Ono are just
a few of the pop culture luminaries who used to tum out at
the club that , in the words of William S. Burro ughs, "sat at
the intersec tion of everything" from 1966 to 1981.

Purs uit ojJu st ices
David Alastair Yalof
(University of Chicago Press)
An assistant professor of political science at UConn , David
Alastair Yaloftakes a behind-the-scenes look at the political
machinations that determine how presidents decide who will
sit on the Ll .S. Supreme Court. Drawing on the papers of
seven presidents, from Truman to Reagan, he shows how
competing factions within the executive branch, organized
interests, and the president's close associates all vie for influ­
ence during this early phase of the process of filling vacan­
cies on the highest court in the land .
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Chris Donovan '69 (SFA)
directed the telecast of the 2000
Golden Globe Awards in
january, which was viewed by
250 million people worldwide .
Chris says "Hi" to all his friends
in Theater Arts from 1969.

Robert B. Hewey '69 (CLAS)
was elected president of
the ew England umismatic
Association at their 1999 con­
vention . Robert and his wife
Carol, live in Bolton, Conn .

Graduate/professional degree
abbreviations

M.A. - Master of Arts
M.s. - Master of Science
M.D.S. - Master of Dental Science
M.B.A. - Master of Business
Administration
M.F.A. - Master of Fine Arts
M.M. - Master of Music
M.P.A. - Master of Public Affairs
M.P.H. - Master of Public Health
M.S.W. - Master of Social Work
M.s.P.T. - Master of Science
in Physical Therapy
Ph.D. - Doctor of Philosophy
D.M.A. - Doctor of Musical Arts
J.D. - Juris Doctor
M.D. - Doctor of Medicine
D.M.D. - Doctor of Dental Medicine
6th yor - Sixth year certificate

Bob Stepno '69 (CLAS) is
teaching print and online
journalism at Emerson College
in Boston, Mass.

Jon G. Allen '68 (CLAS) has
been appointed Helen Malsin
Palley Chair in Mental Health
Research for the 1999-2000
academic year at the Karl
Menninger School of Psychiatry
and Mental Health Sciences in
Topeka, Kan.

Mark Lazaroski '68 (RHSA),
executive director and general
manager of Catholic Cemeteries
of Syracuse, N.Y., was elected to
the board of directors of the
National Catholic Cemetery
Conference.

Thomas Bowler '66 (ED), '8 1
(6th year) recently retired from
the Vernon Public Schools in
Vernon, Conn ., after teaching
33 years.

Peter C. Kozlowski '65
(CLAS) has retired after
teaching for 35 years in
Waterbury, Conn. Peter lives
in Southington, Conn ., with his
wife, janice.

ABBREVIATION KEY

WEWANTTOHEAR FROM YOUI
Let your fellow UConnalumni know about the milestones In your
life. Youcan keep them up to date by sending Information and,
If possible, a photograph, to Alumni News & Notes, University of
Connecticut Alumni Association, Alumni Drive,Storrs, CT 06268; by
fax to 860-,,86-28"9; or bye-mall to alumnlnews@lalumnl.uconn.edu

Susan Dunton '65 (SFS) is the
new vice president for academic
affairs at Averett College in
Danville, Va.

School and/or College
abbreviations for
baccalaureate groduates

(ANR - College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources
SAH - School of Allied Health
(LAS - College of liberal Arts
and Sciences
BUS - School of Business
SFA- School of Fine Arts
ED- Neag School of Education
ENG- School of Engineering
SFS - School of Family Studies
16S - General Studies
NUR - School of Nursing
PHR - School of Pharmacy
RHSA - Ratcliffe Hicks School
of Agriculture
SSW - School of Social Work

eal H. Jordan '64 (CLAS),
'67 J. D. has been appointed as
an administrative law judge for
the Office of Administrative
Hearings for the State of Arizona
and is a member of the ational
Association of Administrative
LawJudges. eal and his wife,
Rachel, reside in Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Jerold Wanosky '64 (CLAS)
was re-elected to the Milford
Board of Education. He will
serve as the board chair for the
next two years. j erold is a
retired school administrator and
currently is a professor of educa­
tion at Quinnipiac College.

Paul A. Perregaux '58 (CLAS),
'67 M.S. is executive vice
president of Siwooganock Bank
in Lancaster, N.H. Paul is also
the contac t for the UConn
Alumni Association's New
Hampshire Club.

Harriet Burns Golding '64
(ED) has retired as executive
vice president and general
counsel of Westcorp. Western
Financial Bank and WFS
Financial in Irvine, Calif.

Emmett J. Murt ha '60 (BUS),
president and chief executive
officer of Fairfield Resources
International , Inc., was elected
president of the licensing
Executives Society for 1999­
2000 at the society's annual
meeting in San Antonio , Texas.

Donald D. D'Ambrosio '64
(CLAS) has retired after 27
years in the employee benefits
business with Cigna Corp.
Donald lives in Kona, Hawaii.

Joel Mandell '61 (CLAS),
'66 J .D. is the depu ty first
selectman of the town of
Simsbury, Conn. He was
.......--_ ........-, elected in

November to
his fourth term
as member of
the board of
selectmen.
Joel and his
wife, Ellen

Mand ell '64 (SFS), recently
celebrated their 35th wedding
anniversary.

Raymond C. Bowen '56
(CLAS), '66 Ph.D. has retired
after 35 years in higher educa­
..---==--, tion , most

recently as
president of
laGuardia
Community
College of the
City University
of New York.

Raymond Good '52 (BUS) is
a retired executive consultant
from Market Success, Inc.,
and he is chairman and chief
executive officer of Great Plains
Software.

Dorothy Tennov '54 M.A., '64
Ph .D. is currently an independ ­
ent scholar and researcher and
the author of three books,
including Love and Limerence:
The Experience oj Being in Love.

Clark Allen '55 (C LAS), '66
Ph.D. has retired after 33 years
as chief psychologist for the
outpatient mental health service
at Middlesex Hospital in
Middletown , Conn . Clark con­
tinues as a private practitioner
in Glastonbury, Conn ., and as
an adjunct faculty member for
the University of Hanford
and the Antioch- ew England
graduate programs in profes­
sional psychology.

Robert H. Foote '43 (CA R) is
a professor of animal physiology
at Cornell University. He is also
on the editorial board of the
science journal Cloning.

Edward Mart in '36 (CLAS)
and turiel Iart in '36 (CLAS)
celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary in Rhode Island. It
was attended by many friends
and family including Mirian
Sager Saffer '37 (CLAS), who
was the matron of honor at their
wedd ing 60 years ago.

1950 5

1940 5
John Beecher '40 (CLAS) and
his wife, laVerne, recently
celebrated 40 years with their
company, Sales Leads, Inc. The
company's offices are located in
Lake Park, Fla.

1930 5
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1970 5
Jacqueline Ledermann
Greenfield '71 (CLAS) is a
certified nurse-midwife at
Metropolitan Hospital Cente r in
New York City.jackie lives in
Somers, N.Y, . with her husband
and two daughters.

Beverly Rainforth, '71 (SAH) ,
'79 M.A. has been promoted to
professor of special education at
Binghamton University in
Binghamton, N.Y. In September
1998, Beverly was keyno te
speaker at the Specialist
Educatio n Services annual
conference in Auckland ,
New Zealand.

Virginia Helen Tierney '71
(ENG) is current ly working on
a master's degree in pediatric
cardiology at Yale University:

Jeffrey P. Bartkovich '72 Ph.D.
has been named vice president
for educational technology
services at Monroe Communi ty
College in Rochester, N.Y.

Paul H. Mihalek '73 (CLAS),
'76 M.B.A., '85 Ph.D. has been
recognized by the Connecticu t
Society of Certified Public
Accountants with their
Distinguished Author Award.

Lincoln Millstein '73 (CLAS)
has been promoted to execut ive
vice president of Times
Company Digital, the Internet
business unit of The New York
Times Company. Most recently,
Lincoln had served as group
vice president and publisher
of TCD.

Ned L. Siegel
'73 (CLAS) has
been appo inted
to the board of
directors of
Enterprise
Florida, Inc.
Ned curren tly

serves as director and executive
vice president of Blue Lake, a
property encompassing more
than 1.8 million squa re feet
devoted to research , manufac­
turing, telecommunication, data
processing and industrial space.

Robert Wendel '73 (SFA), '76
M.EA. conducted the San
Bernadino (Calif.) Sympho ny at
a special benefit concert in
October that honored cartoon
animator j oseph Barbera. For
the concert , Robert composed
symp hony arrangements of the
themes of such Hanna-Barbera
prod uct ions as The Flintstones,
TheJetsons, Jonny Quest, and
several others .

Felicia Buebel '74 (CLAS) is
vice president for legal affairs for
Loews Cinep lex Entertainment
Corporation, a motion picture
exhibitor.

Melvyn L. Raiman '74 Ph.D.
has published Strategic
Marketing in the Arts (Pierson
Press), which addresses the
needs of un iversity administra­
tors in the arts in enro llment
management, development and
public relations. Melvyn was a
guest speaker at the 1999
National Association of Schoo ls
of Music annual convention.

Carol Ewing Garber '75 (ED) ,
'83 M.S., '90 Ph.D. was award ­
ed the Distinguished Service
Award by the American Heart
Association, Rhode Island
Division. Carol also received a
special award from the United
Way of Southeaste rn New
England in recognition of her
service to the people of Rhode
Island through her work at the
Heart Association .

William Joseph Imperiale '75
(SFA) is manager of operat ions
at Pietrafesa Corporation in
Liverpool, N.Y.

Paul Scaffidi '75 (BUS) was
appointed vice president of field
opera tions for REALTECH
Systems Corpora tion, in N.Y.

Dennis Jackson '76 M.B.A.
operates The jackson Group of
FM radio stations. Dennis lives
in Wilton, Conn., with his wife,
Maureen Jackson '99 (BGS) .

Robert E. Kuchta '76 (CANR)
is the director of Bauer Park in
Madison , Conn.

Claudia Presto '76 (ED) , '77
M.A. is the chief dietician,
sanitation engineer, exercise
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guru , chauffeur, and more of the
Greyhound Gang, a nonprofit ,
tax-exempt organization devoted
to the rescue, rehabilitation and
placement of ex-racing grey­
hou nds. Claudia resides in
southern Utah.

Harvey Snitkin '76 Ph .D .
Harvey's book Practicing for
Young Musicians: You Are Your
Own Teacher has gone into its
second printing.

Joseph Lambert '77 (PHR) and
his wife , Lisa, announce the
birth of their daughter, Gina
Elizabeth, on December 7,
1998. The family lives in
Woodbury, Conn.

T. Greg Sinay
'77 (BUS) has
been inducted
into the
Norwich Sports
Hall of Fame.
Greg, who let­
tered in footba ll

at UConn, lives in Norwich ,
Conn., with his wife, Barbara,
and their two daughters.

40 • UCONN TRADITIONS

Jeffrey L. Brickman '7 8
(CLAS) is executive vice presi­
dent and chief operating officer
for Meridian Health System and
president of Merid ian Hospitals
Corporation . Jeffrey and his
wife, A. Elaine Brickman '78
(CLAS) , '8 0 (NUR) , and thei r
three sons live in New Jersey.

David C. Migani '78 (BUS) has
bee n named ma nagi ng partner
for Beers, Hamerman, &
Company, ac.

Bettine E. Besier '79 (CLAS)
and Jamcs A. Nuttall '92 M.S.
announce the birth of their
fourth child , Lyman Albert , on
June 21 ,1999. Lyman joins his
older siblings, Barrett, Marina
and Genevieve. The family lives
in Quaker Hill , Conn.

Lisa Bingham '79 J.D. was
named to the Keller-Runden
Chair in Public Service, and is
currently an associate professor
of public and environmental
affairs at Indiana University.

Ronald R. Evans '79 (CLAS) is
managing director of the Evans
Search Group, which has a
newly expanded Web site
(www.esearchgroup.com) and
has opened a regional office in
Avon , Conn.

Peter Ardery '80 (BUS) is
director of financial planning
and analysis at Dictaphone
Corporation in Stratford, Conn.

Judith E. Bloch '80 (CLAS),
'88 M.S .W. has been appointed
director of development for
Island Harvest in Mineola, N.V.
Judith lives in Cedarhurst, .Y.
with her children, Jordan and
twins Sam and Nikki.

David Ertl '80 (CA R) and
his wife , Angela , announce the
birth of thei r first two children,
twins Alex Robert and Christian
Russell, on October 19 , 1999.
The family lives in Waukee,
Iowa.

Ann Marie Cioffi '8 1 (RHSA)
and Mark Julian were married
May 8 , 1999 at St. Joan of Arc
Church in Hamd en, Conn.
Alumni in the wedding included
father of the bride, Salvatore
Cioffi '56 (RHSA) , and cousins
of the bride, Louis Pascale '56
(PHR) and Laurie Pascale
Havanec '82 (BUS) . Th e couple
live in Branfo rd, Conn.

John H. Driscoll, Jr. '8 1
(CLAS) has joined U.s. Trus t
Company of Connecticut as vice
president and senior financial
planner.

Donna Harwood Flagg '8 1
(BUS) and her husband, Peter ,
announce the adoption of their
second daughter, Hannah Li
Frances, on August 26 , 1999,
from the People's Republic of
China. Hannah joins her two­
year-old sister, Cassie . The fami­
ly reside in San Marcos, Calif.

Michael Pannullo '8 1 (BUS)
has bee n appointed vice
presi de nt of merchandise for
iCelebrate.com.



Bill Cavanaugh '82 (BUS) and
his wife, Angelica, announce the
birth of their son, Liam Esteban ,
born March 21 . He joins his
sister, Miranda . The family
resides in San Diego, Calif.

Dave Dvorak '82 (CA R) is a
managing partner of Flint Hills
Wine &: Spirits in Andover, Kan.
Dave left his latest position at
Excel Corp., where he had
worked for 14 years .

Dave Dworkin '82 (CANR)
and his wife, Beth, announce
the birth of their son, Nathan
Joe l, on April 3D, 1999. The
family resides in West Hanford ,
Conn.

Diane Pinto Granata '82
(CA R) and her husband,
Ennis , announce the birth of
their son, icholas, on June
29, 1999 .

Jean O'Brien Lowery '82 Ph .D.
has been named Teacher of the
Century by Houghton Mifflin
Interactive . Jean is currently the
library media specialist at
Bishop Woods School in

ew Haven , Conn.

James F. Whalen '82 (BUS)
and his wife, Diane, announce
the birth of their son John
James, on August 20, 1999.
The family lives in Boston,
Mass.

Keith F. Wolf '82 (BUS) and
his wife, Karen, announce the
birth of their daughter, Jenn ifer
Veronica, on October 20, 1999.

John Daniels Bremser '83
(E G) and his wife, Ann ,
announce the birth of their first
child , Brendan Christian, on
August 23,1999.

Joseph W Langella, Jr. '83
(CA R) and his wife announce
the birth of their daughter,
Claudia Elizabeth, on August
23 ,1999.

Catherine Russell '83 (CLAS)
and Robert Infantino were
married March 27 , 1999, in
Boston, Mass. Attending the
weddi ng were UConn alumni
Susan Dosso Precou '79
(BUS) , Thomas Martiska '80

(CLAS) Robert Willmore
Clark, Esq . '80 (CLAS) , Diane
Valley Mierz '8 1 (CLAS) ,
Stephen Mierz '81 (E G),
Susan Hussey Sullivan '8 1
(CLAS), Candace Platt
Phinney '83, Suzanne Oliver
Tempesta '83 (CA R).John
Pantano '83 (BUS) and
Kathleen Smith Pantano '84
(BUS). The couple lives in

ewton, Mass.

Suzanne Smith '83 (CLAS)
and Doug Garbarini were
married May 24, 1997, at the
Roger Sherman Inn in New
Canaan, Conn. Sandy Russell
'84 (BUS) served as maid of
honor. Other UConn alumni in
atte ndance included Janet Risso
'83 (BUS) , Sherrie Potenza
Price '83 (BUS), Maria Potter
Popp '83 (PHR) and David
Dowling '89 (BUS) . Their
daughter, Alison Claire , was
born on September 6, 1998.
The Garbarinis live in Croton­
on-Hudson , .Y.

Thomas R. Gianni '84 (E G)
and his wife, Karen, announce
the birth of their twins, Kristin

icole and Zachary Thomas, on
October 9 , 1999 . The family
lives in Long Valley, .].

John Krcnicki , Jr. '84 (E G)
is the vice president of GE
Lightings North America n
bu siness. John was previously
chief executive officer of GE
Bayer Silicones in Erkrath,
Gennany

Sheryl Horowitz Barron '86
(BUS) and her husband , David ,
announce the birth of their
daughter, Sabrina Julia, on
March 26, 1999. She joins her
big brother, Grant. The family
resides in Sharon, Mass.

Michael S. Dugan '86 (CLAS)
and his wife, Jacqueline,
announce the birth of their
second daughter, Macey Irene.
on August 17, 1999 . Macey
joins her three-year-old sister,
Mackenzie Sean . The family
resides in East Hampton. Conn.

1rna Gadd '86 (BGS) earned
her M.5.W in 1993 and is a
psychotherapist in private
practice in New York City.

Margaret A. Gallucci '86
(CLAS) is a fellow at the Italian
Academy for Advanced Studies
at Columbia University. She was
also awarded a grant from the
Renaissance Society of America
to conduct research at the
Archives ationales de France ,
Paris, in June 1999.

Karen Capella Marchetti '86
(CLAS ) announces the birth of
her son , Giorgio Giuseppe, on
November 3 ,1999.

Patrick McCabe '86 (ENG) and
Sharo n McCauley were married
May 3D, 1999, at St.
Marguerites Church in
Brookfield , Conn. Alumni
attend ing inclu ded Pats sister
Bonnie Novak '82 (CLAS) ,
former UConn Ski Club officers
Mike Kotulich '8 5 (BUS), Tom
Williams '83 (CANR),
Catherine Kurtz-Williams '82
(BUS) and Bruce Rosard '82
(BUS) . Other alumni in atten­
dance were like Kelly '85
(CLAS), Bob Gleason '85
(CLAS), Pam Gleason '84
(SFS), David Kranz '85 (BUS),
Chris Wohlever '85 (E G) and
Kim Jacobs '85 (E G). The
couple lives in Boulder, Colo.

Barry Musco '86 (CLAS) has
joined Fidelity Investment s in
Merrimack. N.H ., as a bu siness
analyst. Barry and his wife, Gail
Musco '9 1 (CANR) , ann ounce
the birth of their second child,
Payton James, on May 4,1 999 .
The family resides in Litchfield ,
N.H.

John Rivenburgh '86 M.s. has
been promoted to colonel in the
u.s. Anny. He is currently a
student at the aval War
College in ewpon, R.I.

Peter D. Spicer '87 (CLAS) is
a strategic marketing analyst in
the Worldwide Personal Lines
division of Chubb &: Son, Inc.

Cathy Greene '88 (BUS) and
Matt Greene '89 (BUS)
announce the birth of their
daughter. Taylor Adele, on
September 25, 1999.

Randa Khairallah-Gaalswijk
'88 (CLAS) and her hu sband,
Cornel, announce the birth of
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their son , jarred Edward, on
December 12, 1999. The family
lives in Glastonbury, Conn.

Robert Sommo, Jr. '88
(CLAS) is director of graduate
enrollment services at the
Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences at ew York University.
Robert is also a student in the
educational sociology program
in the NYU School of Education.

Francis Michael (Mickey)
Boyle '89 (BUS) and Amy
Doyle were married July 3,
1999 , in Cleveland, Ohi o.
Alumni attending included
Matthew Hendison '89
(CLAS) , Matthew Greene '89
(BUS) , Cathryn Greene '88
(BUS) ,John Hull '89 (CLAS),
Barry Powlishen '89 (BUS ),
'94 M.B.A. and Mark
Sundstrom '93 (CLAS).

David]. Gaz '89 (CLAS), '93
D. 1.0. is a practicing partner
in the family dentistry practice
of Lipman, Phillips and Gaz in
Elkton. Md.

Lynn Capella Holmquist '89
(CLAS) and her husband, Peter.
announce the birth of their
daughter, Emma Grace , on April
4,1998.

Kevin
McLaughlin '89
(BUS) is direc­
tor of product
marketing at
Iwan t.com in
Burlington ,
Mass.

Deidre Rochester Wardrop '89
(BUS) and Christopher
Wardrop '90 (BUS) reside in
Ellington, Conn., with their two
daughters , Rachel and Erin .

199°5
Debra Barrett Glennon '90
(CLAS) and Matthew Glennon
'90 (CLAS) announce the birth
of their first child, Mason
Northrop, on September II ,
1999. The family resides in
Sunderland, Mass.
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Michael Mazzaferro '90 for 1999 by the National 1999-2000 State Professor of Stamford, Conn. The wedding
(CLAS) has been promoted to Council for Geographic the Year in Connecticut by the party included Amy Hall '91
vice president of Global Education . Pam teaches at Carnegie Foundation for the (CANR), Christine Soracchi
Marketing for Tic Toe, a division Guilford (Conn.) High School, Advancement of Teaching and Dauser '90 (CLAS) and
of Omnicom. Michael and his and is also president of the the Council for Advancement Michael Limone '94 (ED).
wife, Danielle Verrilli UConn Alumni Association's and Support of Education in
Mazzaferro '90 (CLAS), live in New Haven chapter. recognition of his dedication to Laura Ann Rossi '91 (CLAS)
Madison, Conn . teaching, commitment to and Randolph Bart Totten were

Wendyleigh McCorrison students, and innovative married on june 5, 1999 in
Ja y M. Messi er '90 (ENG) and Bodick '9 1 (CLAS) received her teaching methods. Brian teaches Jamestown, R.I. at St. Mark
Maureen E. Russell Messier M.S.W from the University of at QUinebaug ValleyCommunity Chruch . UConn alumni in
'91 (CLAS) announce the births North Carolina in 1998 and Technical College in Danielson, attendance were Kathleen
of their first children, twins passed the national and state Conn . Mallory '90 (CLAS), Susan
Mary Martha Messier and required licensing exams. Voytek '91 (CLAS) and Allan
Thomas Russell Messier, born Wendyleigh is an individua l, Marian Edwards '91 (CLAS) Voytek '93 (CLAS). The couple
March 22, 1999. The family family and couples therapis t, and Jean Luc Pierre-Louis were lives in Providence, R.I.
resides in Farmington, Conn . specializing in children and married June 27, 1998, in Port

adolescents practice with United au Prince, Haiti. Marian and Stuart Savin '91 (GS) is
Daniel Murphy. Jr. '90 (CLAS) Family Services in Concord, Jean Luc announce the birth of associate dean of professional
has received his M.B.A. from the N.C. She and her husband, their first child, j ean-Luc Jr., on technical education at South
Fuqua School of Business at Michael, reside in Kannapolis, September 8, 1999. The family Seattle Community College.
Duke University. N.C. resides in Massachusetts.

Todd Sebastian '91 (BUS)
Ja yanne Assunto '91 (SFS) Susan Carey '91 (SFA) and Jay Forcellina '91 (BUS) has has been named management
and James Sindt were married Jason Carey '94 (ENG ) been appointed southwest supervisor in account service
September 25, 1999, in West announce the birth of their regional manager for Curbell for Northlich Stolley Lawarre,
Haven, Conn. The couple lives daughter, jaiden Spillman on Plastics. a marketing communications
and works at Mount Snow in September 23. She joins her firm.
southern Vermont. older sister, Sedona, age 2. The Christine Limone '91 (CLAS),

family resides in Brokkfield, Ill. '96 M.S.W. and Michael Lisa Drazul '92 (CLAS) and
Pamela Bellmore '91 (CLAS) Soracchi '9 1 (CLAS) were Thomas Visnovec were married
was awarded the Distinguished Brian Donohue-Lynch '91 married October 18, 1998, at in July 1997 in South Carolina.
Teaching Achievement Award M.A., '92 Ph.D . was named a Holy Spirit Catholic Church in The wedding party included Bill



Steinb erg '91 (BUS). UConn
alumni attending included Sara
Doherty '92 (CLAS), Kerrin
McGillicuddy '93 ( UR) and
Kristin ygard '92 (BUS) Lisa
and Thomas announce the birth
of their son, Ryan Scott, on June
13,1999. The family resides in
Stamford, Conn.

Jo di Katz '92 ( UR) and her
husband , Robert , announce the
birth of their daughter, Michala
Lauren. The family resides in
Hamden, Conn.

Todd A. Lewandos ki '92
(CLAS) and his wife, Brenda ,
are proud to announce the birth
of their daughter, Amanda Paige,
on August 17, 1999. The family
resides in Kennesaw, Georgia.

Ellen McGroary
'92 M.B.A. has
been named to
the Academy
of Women
Achievers by the
YWCA of the
City of ew

York. Ellen is currently director
of human resources at Otis
Elevator Company.

Cheryl Moyer '92 (CLAS) and
Kevin Rafferty were married in
June 1997 in Scarsdale, N.Y.
UConn alumni in attendance
included maid of honor Marn i
Carron '92 (CLAS). The couple
lives in Bal Harbour , Fla., and
announces the birth of their
daughter, Kelly Blane, on
Septembe r 27, 1998.

Bill Sluben '92 (CLAS), '95
M.B.A. has been promoted to
director of business develop­
ment at Heffernan Interactive,
an Atlanta-based sports event
marketing company. Bill is
active with the UConn Alumni
Atlanta Club.

Tricia Dinneen Priebe '92
(CLAS) and her husband, Jon,
announce the birth of their
daughter, Callyn Dinneen, on
October 29, 1999. The family
resides in Nonh Haven, Conn.

James Breese '93 M.B.A. has
been admitted to the partner­
ship as a principal at KPMG in
Miami, Fla.

Lesley Davidson '93 ( UR)
and Richard Anderson were
married January 23, 1999, at the
Grassy Hill Lodge in Derby,
Conn . The wedding party
included Kristen Wajdowicz
'92 (PHR) and Lorraine
Garrity Dhea '93 ( UR).
Lesley and Richard announce
the birth of their son , Zachary
Richard, on july 27, 1999. The
family resides in Milford, Conn .

Thaddeus Gozdeck '93 (BUS)
and Karen Walluk were married
September 4, 1999, in Harwich ,
Mass. The wedd ing party
includ ed Ken Gozdec k '98
(CLAS) , Michael Podkulsk i
'98 (CLAS) , Greg Bart ek '93
(BUS) and Chip Addab bo
'94 (CLAS) . Other UConn
graduates attending included
Theodore Gozdeck '61 (BUS),
Jason Esten '94 (ED), Brian
Cox '93 (CLAS), Darren
Brennan '93, Lucas Cosgrove
'94 (PHR), Joe Alicki '94 , Fred
Zgorski '56 (CLAS), J im
Walton '70 (CLAS) , Gregg
Jordan '71 (E, G), Beth
(Modrak) Gozdeck '73 (ED),
'76 (6th Year), Karen (Sundin)
Delzell '81 (SFS) and Dave
Corrado '94 (CLAS) .
The couple resides in San
Francisco, Calif.

Michele Hearn '93 (CLAS)
and Thomas James Hearn were
married September 4. Wedding
guests included Brian DiBella
'92 (BUS), Minna DiBella '92
(CLAS) , Anne Marie Johnson
'9 1 (CLAS) , Heather
Bru mfield Spo tt iswoode '90
(CLAS) and Kevin Rice '93
(CLAS). The couple lives in
Syracuse, .Y.

Erica Jorgensen '93 (CLAS)
and BrianJ. Williamson were
married at the Woodland Park
Rose Garden in Seattle, Wash.,
onjuly 10, 1999. Alumni in
attendance included Jennifer
Gardner Krawczyk '92 (SAH),
Deb Hominik McGinty '92
(CLAS), Kerri n McGillicuddy
'93 (E G) , Leslie Breen '92
(CLAS) and Charles Pickett
'91 (CLAS) .

Nico le Masu cci Barnard '94
(CLAS) and her husband , Torn,
announce the birth of their

second son , Kyler Avery, on
October 26, 1999. The family
resides in Tucson, Ariz.

Kathleen Helen Daniels '94
(CLAS) and Thomas James
Richardson were married July 9,
1999 , in Somers Point, .].
The wedding pany included
bridesmaids Lynn Sherman '94
(CLAS) and Carolyn Cleary
'93. The Richardsons reside in
Steven Point, Wis.

Lisa Gilliland '94 (BUS) and
Michael Ryan '95 (CLAS) were
married on October 3, 1998,
in Kenn ebunkport , Maine.
The couple resides in Plymouth,
Mass.

Todd Klein '94 (BUS) and
jessica Lutin were married
September 26 , 1998 , at the
Sheraton-Bradley in Windsor
Locks, Conn . The best man was
Chris Hayes '94 (SAH). Other
UConn alumni in attendance
were Jack Klein '78 (BUS) ,
Kathy Vagts '95 (BUS),
Glenn Lussier '85 (E G),
Jodi Callirgos '87 (CLAS),
Eric 1orrison '97 (CLAS),
Alexander Brack '94 (CLAS),
Michelle Mezritz '95 (BUS),
Steve Tramposch '93 (BUS),
Denise Bowman '93 (CLAS) ,
and Rachel Nystrom '97
(SAH). The couple resides in
Medford, Mass.

Kevin Lau '94 (BUS) has joined
the firm of Archer Greiner, Pc.
Kevin is an associate in the
firm's corpo rate department and
the computer high technology
practice group . Kevin has also
been appointed to the ew
Jersey State Bar Association's
Committee on Computer
Related Law.

'eil A. Shapiro '94 (CLAS),
'98 D.M.D. joined his father in
practice of general dentistry,
after completing a general
dentistry residency at St. Mary's
Hospital in Waterbury, Conn.

eil married Rebecca Parent on
July 25, 1999.

jessica Ann Remer '94 (CLAS)
and Timothy J . Turner '94
(CLAS) were married December
20, 1997. j essica has earned an
M.A. in teaching in secondary
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Ralph H. Dudley '31

Philip Henry Greasley '36

Suzanne Welles Brainard '40

Ida Shapiro Chavkin '42

Norma Anderson Jorgensen'43

Frederick E. Black '49 M.s.

Walter S. McGowan Jr. '51

Belver Griffith '53 M.A., '57 Ph.D.

Richard W. Handler '53

John Henry Ziner '60

William Harding Corley '69

James Noga '72

Deirdre Marie McCloskey '81

FACULTY

J.A. Cameron

Frederick H. Decker

Luis Eyzaguirre

Everett C. Ladd Jr.

Arthur J. Libbey '69 Ph.D.

Gustav Mehlquist '36

Frances Tappan

Albert E.Van Dusen

STAFF

Stephanie M. Terenzio

STUDENTS

Beth Biercevicz '02

Christine Guyon '00

English from Emory University.
The couple resides in
Cambridge , Mass.

Leslie Brody '95 (CLAS), '98
Ph.D. has published a book , Red
Star Sister (Hungry Mind Press).
Leslie is an assistant professor at
the University of Redlands in
creative writing and English.

Fred Kuo '95 (CLAS) has
moved back to Connecticut and
is now assistant coordinator of
student activities at UConn and
an advisor to the Student Union
Board of Governo rs.
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Joanne
Mencucci '95
M.S., '96 Ph.D.
has been
appointed
director of insti­
tutional research
for Sacred Heart

University in Fairfield, Conn .

Kathleen E. Organek '95 (SFA)
and Jed Prentice were married
June 28 , 1999, in Nantucket,
Mass. The couple resides in
Takoma Park, Md.

Christine Sedensky '95
(CANR) and Christopher
Fioritto were married October
1998 in Fairfield County.
UConn alumni in attendance
included John Sedensky '82
(BUS), Jessica Hammond '95
(ED) , Kate Garvin '97 (SFA)
and Kerri Ronda Riddle '95
(CLAS) .

Lisa Sinopoli '95 (SFA), '98
M.A. is assistant director of
development for athletics for
Syracuse University. Previously,
Lisa worked at the UConn
Athletic Development Office.

Zhenqi Zhu '95 (ENG ) is an
assistant professor in the

Department of Mechanical
Engineering at Stevens Institute
ofTechnology in N.].

Denise Christine Barrett '96
(CLAS) is a senior account
executive at Phase Five Com­
munication , Greg Healthcare
Group , a pharmaceutical
marketing and consu lting firm.

Robert J. DiMartino '96 (ED),
'98 M.A. and Liza A. Vaccari
were married October 15, 1999.
Alumni in the wedding party
included best man William
Sullivan '95 (CLAS) ,
groomsmen Thomas Cooke '94
(CLAS) and Jason Ostrosky
'96 (PHR) . UConn alumni in
attenda nce included Scott
Senseney '92 (BUS) , Patrick
Cooke '95 (ED) , David
D1ugolenski '98 (BUS) , Greg
Gomlinski '95 (ED), Paul
Grossman '60 (BUS), Chris
Ladd '95 (CLAS) , eha Patel
'95 (PHR), Jennifer Rizzotti
'96 (CLAS), and Robert
Vaccari '78 (CLAS). The couple
resides in Glastonbury, Conn .

Jennifer K. Eddy '96 (ED) and
Ja y Smolenski '96 (ED) , '97
M.A. were married Ju ly 10,
1999, at the First Baptist

Church in West Hartford,
Conn . The matron of honor
was Sarah Steuerwald '96
(ED). Christopher B. Eddy
'98 (SFA), brother of the bride ,
served as an usher. Also in
attendance were Scott
Steuerwald '93 (SFA) and
Cindy McGuire '96 (BUS).
Jennifer is a fourth-grade
teacher in Cheshi re, Conn .,
and Jay teaches sixth grade
in Orange , Conn.

Jennifer Rizzotti '96 (CLAS)
was named the seventh coach
in the history of wornens
basketball at the University of
Hartford in September 1999,
shortly after she had celebrated
with her Houston Comet
teammates after defeating the
New York Liberty for the WNBA
championship. Jennifer is the
youngest Division I women 's
basketba ll coach in the country.

Heather M. Wheeler '96
(CLAS) has been commissioned
as an ensign after completing
the u.s. Navy officer
indoctrination course .

Andrea Honeyman '97 (CLAS)
and Michael Olkin '94 (CLAS),
'96 M.A. were married August

23, 1998, at the Amherst
College Alumni House in
Amherst , Mass. UConn gradu­
ates in attendance included
Alyssa Gatta '97 (CLAS), Lisa
Tere Zakis '99 (CLAS),Jason
Krantz '97 (CA R), Michael
Flagge '97 (CLAS), '98 M.A.,
Christopher Nasin '94
(CLAS), Matthew Olkin '91
(CLAS) , Laura Aust Olkin '91
(CLAS) , and Asa Hiller '99
(ED) .

Kristen Wall '97 Ph.D. and
her husband , David Diamond ,
announce the birth of their
twins, Alexandra Hennessey and
Samantha Curtis, on April 5,
1999.

Michael Deotte
'98 M.B.A.
has been
appoin ted
director of
marketing for
enrollment
planning at

Sacred Heart University in
Fairfield, Conn .
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~ Beta Sigma reunion slated

~~:~:t~:~~~the Universitys first intercul-
tural fraternity, is planning a millennium reunion for its members
and house guests during the 1950s on September 5-7,2000.

For more information , please contact the reunion coordinator,
An Schwanz, at (310) 302-1077 or fax (310) 306-5288.

SAVE THE DATEI
• Alumni Association
Awards Presentation
May 12,2000, Hanford, Conn .

• Class of 1950-50tlt Reunion
June 2-3, 2000, Storrs, Conn.

• Classic Classes Reunion
(1949 and earlier)
June 3, 2000, Storrs, Conn.
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• UConn Alumni Association
Annual Assembly
June 3, 2000 , Storrs, Conn .

For information on any of
these upcoming events, please
contact the UConn Alumni
Association at
(888) 822-5861 or at
www.uconnalumnLcom.

UCONN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CHAPTERS AND CLUBS NETWORK

Forthe latest information on events and contact information visit
www.alumni.uconn.edufcontactsf
ARIZONA, Phoenix
Joanna Hagan '73, (h) 602-947-°364, (w) 602-947-9840
CALIFORNIA, Los Angeles
AaronSpieker '86, (h) 310-374-2518, (w) 213-629-3647
aspicker@aol.com
San Diego
Steve Balaban'77, (h) 619-283-1822, (w) 619-544-6557
cosm029@IDT.NET
San Francisco
Paul Pieciani '89, (h) 415-751-5958, (w) 650-295-7620
picciani@rsasecurity.com
COLORADO, Denver
Mary Shields '85, (h) 303-733-3159, (w) 303-477-0767
mksimage@rmLnet
CONNECTICUT, Danbury
Christopher Burns '88. (w)-800-577-8445cmburns@pclient.ml.com
Fairfield County
PeterSlavin '76. (w) 203-849-8916 X17, (h) 203-834-2582
pslavin@metlife.com
Greater Waterbury
GinaPetrokaitis '89, (w) 203-756-6955, pertroka@ibm.net
Greater University
Barbara Viadella '80, (h) 860-423-8226, (w) 860-520-7921
bkviadella@snet.net
Hartford
SteveDonen '80, (h) 860-635-9799, (w) 860-278-3434, sdonen@aol.com
New Haven
Pam Bellmore '91, (h) 203-931-8664,pamuconn91@aol.com
Northwest Hills
Annette Lombardi '76, (h) 860-489-5161, alombardiojfssnet.net
Southeast
Dave Lojzim '58, (h) 860-535-4037, dlojzim@snet.net
FLORIDA, Southeast
Margaret Gorra-Porter'76, (h) 954-752-2425, (w) 954-344-5880
Southwest
Tom Williams '6o, (h) 941-434-2015, (w) 941-775-4090, tvwilli@aol.com
Tampa
jim Senk '68, (h) 813-885-9715, (w) 813-228-4020,psenk@aol.com
GEORGIA, Atlanta
LauraSharrard '91, (h) 77°-641-7740, (w) 770-399-9910 X2203
laura_sharrard@mindspring.com
ILLINOIS, Chicago
Phil Barufkin '90, (h) 773-868-1499, (w) 312-660-3407
pbarufkin@hotmail.com
LOUISIANA,New Orleans
Russell Dean'92, '95, (h) 504-736-9439.(w) 504-862-8233
rdean@mailhost.tcs.tulane.edu
MAINE
Dave Seaman '67, (h) 207-781-8263, (w) 207-846-2715
MASSACHUSETTS, Boston
Christine Linnane'92, (h) 617-268-5889,chris@medsw.com
Springfield
Jason Russell '92, (h) 413-572-9817, (w) 413-846-0170, uconnjr@aol.com

MINNESOTA, Minneapolis
Fred & Virginia Sweeney'66, (1:1) 61-2-941-4225, fred@millcom.com
MISSISSIPPI
Steve Pranger'81, (h) 601-638-3719, (w) 601-634-3706
pranges@wes.a~my,mil

NEVADA, Las Vegas
ThomasCooke'94, ~h~ 702-434-0958, tjcO,Oke~ahoo.cQm
NEW HdPSHIRE
Paul Perregaux'58 '67, (h) 603-788-2878, (w) 603-431-6061
NEWJERSEY
RalphAlJtuore'91, (h) 609-926-1489, (w) 609-926-7868
ralpb_autuore@prusec.com
NEWMEXICO, Albuquerque
Mike Daly '84, (h) 505-828-2058, (w) 505-889-2879
NEWYORK, Lang Island
Linda Landy '73, (h) 516-741-8451, (w) 516-484-5876
landyi"t@e~ols.com

Nt:w York City
Brian Schulz '97, (h) 718-376-0434, (w) 201-518-1922 X579
SChillz@majorieaguebaseball.com
NORTH CAROLINA, rriangle Area
SteveSanborn '92, (b) 919-676-3653,(w) 919-783-5657
sanborn@ibm.net,ssanborn@nchealthlaw.com
Charlotte
SteveStetsky '84, 12108Farnborough Road,Huntersville, NC 28078
(h) 704-423-8543, (w) 704-947-3242,sstetsky@csc.com
OHIO,Cleveland
Marvilil Sct;,iff'81, (w) 216-781-1111
R NNSlLV~NI~ Pittsburgh
RichardGermano'S..1, (h) 412-362-3353, (w) 412-762-8287
50utheas RA
Patty Glnlilharf '77. (I~) 215-376-0171, pgindhart@aol.com
SQUiliH c:ARO(lNA,)#lton Head
iii m.eY A. Boyntol1 '50, (h) 843-689-6642, Alhome@aol.com
IEXAS, Dallas
scottfVanalstyne '9~, (h) 214-485-2322,(w) (972) 960-1620
SC0tt vanalstYne@pbl.com
Houston
AftFifts, h) 713~3o.~1571, afitts@msch.com
¥ERMOlllf, Burliogfp,n
Allyn deValS '96 ltl~ 802-864-4071, aircoold@together.net
WRGINIA, Richmond
Bob Pasquell'a '89, (w) 8°4-281-2276, rmpasquectrmc.com
WASHINGTON, Seattle
JimWalker '6o '64, (h) 206-285-1029
WASHINGTON, D.C.
LeeStebbins '(;7, (h) 703-352-8858, (w) 202-728--6532
StebbinsL@usa.redcross.org
WISCOIIISIN, Milwaukee
Marian Snyder '64, (h) 414-332-0783, (w) 414-961-3531
msnyder@ccon.edu

Formore information about joining an alumni club or forming a new
alumni club, contact Rob DiMartino at 1-888-UC-ALUM-1 or visit
www.uconnalumnLoom and fill out our online club participation form.
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TH E A L UM NI

Traveler

A vineyardin France's LoireValley

Southern France and the Loire
Valley-September 7-21.2000
Cruise the Rhone and Saone Rivers
from Provence through the wide plains
of Burgundy to the vineyards of
Beaujolais, and the Rhone-Alps aboard
the new riverboat MS Viking Rhone.
After seven nights of leisurely sailing,
we will allow ourselves to be
captivated by the ambience of the
Loire Valley, where we will spend four
nights at the beautiful Chateau de
Rochecotte. Our final evening will be
spent at the deluxe Trianon Palace
Hotel in Versailles. You will have the
option of returning home or spending
three nights in the beautiful "city of
lights ,n Paris!

Santa Fe. New Mexico-September
16-23. 2000-with The William
Benton Museum of Art
Join Salvatore Scalora, director of The
William Benton Museum of An , on an
unforgettable journey to the
Southwest, and experience an area rich
in culture, fine arts , history; archeology
and magenta sunse ts. Sense the spirit
of the ancient Anasazi at Bandelier
National Monument, visit private
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artists' studios, and meet an award­
winning potter in her home , watching
her create her art . You will also travel
to Georgia O'Keeffes house in Abiquiu ,
where she spent the final decades of
her life, and Santa Fe's O'Keeffe
Museum. We invite you to experience
this land of enchantment.

Niagara-on-the-Lake and the Shaw
Festival-October 11-14.2000
After the success of the past three
years, we are once again offering a
four-day trip to the beautiful little
town of iagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario .
Our stay includes accommodations in
the gracious Pillar and Post Inn and
excellent seats to three Shaw Festival
performances. Niagara-on-the-Lake is
a town full of lush parks and gardens,
historic sites, award-winn ing wineries,
and some of Canada's finest Victorian
architecture . Traveling in October
means traveling during the color
season. Niagara-on-the-Lake has won
the Prettiest Town in Canada award.

Your tour will include three nights
accommodations, full breakfast
buffets, lunches, welcome and farewell
dinners, a lecture with a director or an
actor , a private winery tour , a visit to
the iagara Botanical Garden and
Butterfly Conservatory and of course ,

iagara Falls. Also included are three
performances: The Matchmaker, Time
and the Conways. and She Loves Me.



Thailand Explorer-with the
ConnecticutMuseum of Natural
History-October 28-November
10,2000
Journey at a regal pace through the
Kingdom of Thailand, discovering the
natural beauty, vibrant art, spirited
people and wonderful food of a
magnificent land .

This comprehensive itinerary takes
you from the modem Asian city of
Bangkok to the rura l hill tribe hamlets
of the mountainous nort h. In between,
experience the wilds of Khao Yai
National Park, explore the ancient
Khmer ruins of the Isaan region, and
enjoy the pageantry of Thailand's
annual Elephant Round -up in Surin.

Following your return to Bangkok,
we invite you to extend your trip to
the Cambodian temples of Angkor,
built from the ninth to 13th centuries
in an area the size of Manhattan Island
and dominated by Angkor Wat. You
may choose to wander the sugar-sand
beaches of Phuket instead .

THE ALUMNI TRAVELER

A mother and son in a rural hamlet in northern Thailand

Jorgensen Auditorium presents
Budapest, Krakow and Warsaw­
November7-18, 2000
Following the resounding success of
our Magical Music tour , we continue
the odyssey by offering Hungary and
Poland, led by UConn Professor Bruce
Bellingham. We'll spend five nights in
Budapest , the pearl of Eastern Europe,
staying in a five-star hotel on the
banks of the Danube with magnificent
views of the Buda Hills, Gellert Hill,
the Royal Palace, and the Fisherman's
Bastion. Included is in-depth city
sightseeing with knowledgeable guides
and meals in top-notch restaurants.
We will attend concerts , listen to gypsy
music and go to the opera . Travel out
into the Putza to Kecskemet for a
private tour of the Kodaly Institute,
and visit a horse farm for a thrilling
demo nstration of Hungarian
horsemanship. Fly from Budapest to

The Chain Bridge over the Danube River and
Buda Castle Hill in Budapest. Hungary.

Krakow to stay in this perfect
medieval city for three nights in a
charm ing 'olde world' hotel just steps
away from the cloth-marke t square .

You will see Wawel Castle, the ghetto
where Schindler's List was filmed , and
drive to the famous Wieliczka Salt
Mines. Transfer to Warsaw, stopping at
Czestochowa en route, to see the
revered Black Madonn a. The last two
nights are spent in Warsaw in a lovely
hotel near the old town . There will be
extensive sightseeing and a private
Chopin concert in a beautiful palace.
Magical Music was a sell-out last year
and The Music &: Mystique of
Hungary and Poland will be as well!

For information on all UConn
Alumni Association travel

opportunities, call toll free at

1-888-UC-ALUM-1
(888-822-5861).
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Do you have an essay, a photo, or a poem you want to publish? If so,
we want to hear from you. Send your ideas to The Last Word, UConn
Traditions, 1266 Storrs Rd., U-4144, Storrs, CT06269.

TH E L AS T

Word
Lies and Consequences

By Sam Pickering, Professor of English

T he more cultured a man , the more he lies. "Rarely," my leaves growing on trees touched by rainbows . Today no
friend Josh said recently, "can the truthful be trusted to schoolboy reads about the siege of Metiosedum, as described

do the right thing ." Capable of delicacy and civility, the liar in the B version of Caesars Gallic Wars , composed in the
is concerned more for the particular than the abstract. ninth century. Inhabitants of the town refused to surrender
Weaving fancy across the gulf separating what is from what to the Roman commander Labienus. Facing starvation , they
ought to be, liars are imaginative. They nurture hope and chopped off their left arms and ate them , so they would have
dream. "Lies," Josh continued, "are the sauce of conversation enough strength to fight on with their right arms. The brav-
and appe tite. Nothing spoils a genial meal quicker than ery of the "barbarians" so impressed Labienus that on the fall
bacterial truth." Liars are tolerant , realizing that ultimate of Metiosedum , he spared the survivors . Unlike truth, bed-
truths, including religious beliefs, rest upon stretchers. bound by spade and hoe, lies blow and create landscapes
"Unfortunately," Josh said, shaking his head, "once kindly weedy with tale. Metiosedum was situated on an island in
lies become established they evolve into inhumane truth. " the Seine. Today a majority of the islanders are right-handed,
Unlike "the bible-backed," liars are at ease outside Zion. a condition not explained by the fact that most Frenchmen
Because liars are not enthusiasts, they do not bully wayward are right-handed but by a story describing the behavior of
human nature into bleak hypocrisy. From people 11 centuries ago.
shadows, liars mine gold possibility. For the Pages blooming on the tree of fiction
liar, life is not a pilgrimage but a meander, "In contrast to draw ink from many sources: zeal, devotion
freeing people from the bruising cobblestones liars who alter and interpretation, among others. Taking pride
paving the straight and narrow. in truth or accuracy leads to inflexibility. In

Only after children learn to lie can they fact and change contrast to liars who alter fact and change

achieve lives of their own. looming hard over perspective, truthful perspective , truthful people eschew intellectual
the child, the ogreish adult says, "I can forgive play. Incapable of holding multip le and contra-
anything but a lie"- a statement that is, of people eschew dictory interpretations of events in mind , the

course , itself a lie. "Crafting plausible lies and intellectual play." truthful delude themselves into certainty. Sure
sticking to them ," Josh advised his children, that his explanation is correct , the truthful
"will banish wilt and turn the world green." person rarely hesitates to speak. Consequentl y,

Lies curve through my essay like rainbows . Pony Boguski he spreads misinterpretations that smack, if not of lies, at
was the most notorious miser in Carthage, Tennessee. Some least of fiction. In Carthage Nazarenus Honeybone was a pot-
years ago Pony had his tonsils removed at Baptist Hospital in ter. An outspoken devotee of truth, Nazarenus was a shallow
Nashville. After the operation, Pony telegraphed his wife, thinker and as such was responsible for some of the lankiest
Amanda. Western Union did not charge customers for their tales spread around town . Nazarenus toured Tennessee and
names . "I want to wire Carthage," Pony said to the operator. Kentucky in summer, searching for neglected graveyards.
"What's your name?" the operator asked . "Well," Pony said, Clay for jugs, he told the lunchtime crowd at Ankerrow's
"I know I look a little pale, but I'm a Cherokee Indian, and Cafe, "rose from tombs like lazarus." He dug his best clay, he
I've just had an operation. My Christian name is 'I-Will-Be- said, from the graves of slaves, "field hands whose strength
Home-Friday.' My midd lename is 'On-The-Evening-Train,' leached into the ground, making the soil lumpy and museu-
and my last name is 'Hold-Dinner-And-Meet-Me-On-The- lar." Almost as good and suitab le for prime kitchen pots was
Platform-At-Eight-O'clock." clay spaded from the graves of yeomen, "folks so yoked to

Writers know lies provide mortar for fiction and non- plowing their bodies became tongue and axle." In contrast ,
fiction. Occasionally, at a later date, a seeker of truth chisels the graves of bankers and lawyers yielded sorry clay. Because
at the binding, sometimes reducing verbal fabrics to ruin, the color was rich, such soil, Nazarenus recounted, fooled
other times making blocks of bright words slump together him at first. "Pots made from pinstripes and herringbone," he
dusty. When St. Jerome translated the Bible into latin in declared, "don't wear well in honest farmhouses ." The worst
the fourth century, he discarded clumps of prose from other grade clay, however, came from the graves of professors.
versions , particularly those used in North Africa. How nice "Thin as skim milk," he said, "lacking gumption and grit."
to know that in an earlier "old Latin" Bible, Matthew
explained that the dog's nose was cold because Noah used
it to plug a hole in the ark and that caterpillars cannot eat
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Mark Brand, professor of plant science, hasdeveloped six newvarietiesof rhododendron to honorthe UConn men's
andwomen's basketballprograms. Thevarietiesare Slam Dunk(pictured above), np Off,MarchMadness, Buzzer
Beater, Hoopla andHuskymanla.
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