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Bougad wille bDigtrict,

23rd July, 1209
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Please dopart for %tol of this coupus
Pivislca cn the 2 July, 1969, Defore leaving
t of Dis t. Administ: tion CLrou’.nr

De pogton
27-:-0 of 21ps June, |
The urposes of patrol ares

te Roghook Congas TLEurate
2 Carey out Hoitine adnndie »otlone

dscuss with poople | s and woRkings
» Govaerinaeot m

of kocal wé dovote
tine to other solitical educatioae
he Plscuns with seople gbare of wopl
on Clvinciu roode has a).r‘cm
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becn allocated to
Jevelopnet fnds to ssuist in vorite
Se Collect a list of all shot guns hald in
the arcte
Vicouas ith e AU DOLIU of vn-&il:z.w
hic appiication for Ltore roopers licece
ag or 3-7-2. of 27th Jawﬁ%? fron
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votpol [ilo.
8 I shall visid | sateol in the field
for a couple of days as 0D ortunity nermits,
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Sub District Office,
P.0.Box 69.
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Bougainville District,

6th August 1969

The Assistant District Commissioner,

Svb District Office,
&LLIA

RIEIA PAIROL REPORT No. 1/68370

Patrel Conducted by
Designation

Area Patrolled
Sub=District

District

Persennel Accompanying
Duration Of Patrel
Total Number of Pays
Last DDA Patrol to Area
Objects of the Patrol

Population of Area
Population Register

S 5 M 0 w0 0 8 0 9 »

P.J.Wohlers

Patrol Officer

Koroniira Census Division
Kieta

Bougainville

2 members R.P.& N.G.C,
2/7/6% to 6/8/69

i

17/3/6% to 3/4/6)

1. Concuct Cersus

2. Carry out Routons Administration

3. Piscuss Couneil aetivities and
continue Folitical Education.

%, Discuss with Pirineiu
their share of roaa vo:t.?m

5¢ Other matters as per Patrol
Instructions.

1200

Attached

P.Jd.Woljlers
Patrol Officer
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N/7/69 11,10 am loperted Kieta by Toyotz and travelled to
Thursday Toimanapu Plontation, 1‘

3030 pu Departed Toimanapu and walled to Taki villago.
915 p= Arrived Taki
8,00 pn Discussions with Taki men wntil 1,00 am |

}
l
lf 12,55 pm Arrived Toimanapu Flantatione
|

25/7/69 8,00 an Conduoctod consus of Talkdi village.
Fpidcy 3.30 pn Departed Toki and wvalkod to Anapoe
519 pun Arrived Annpo, |

8,00 pn Listened to ire lowmans spoech with the local |

pooplo,

26/7/69 8,00 am Conducted Congus of Anapo.

Saturday 12,00 am Departed Amapo and valked to Siorovi,
12,45 pn Arrived Sicsovi, |

730 pu Discuscions with Siorovhk men.

272/7/69 Observed at Storovi.

Sunday

28/7/6 9¢15 an Ccnfucted Consus of Sierovi

Honday 11,00 am Departed Siorovi and walked %o Mineni via
Pondona,

2,00 pu Conductod consas of Pondons ond daani
folleved by general discussion with essemdled

pooples

29/7/99 8,00 an Dopartod Minani and wvalked %o Sirowai,
Tuesday 9,00 an Arrived Sirowal. l
10,00 an Conducted census of Sirowal followed by |
general discussions vith Girowal people, |
3400 pu Travellcd to Matana and inspocted villago. |
8400 pn Cilled %0 disporse o fight betwean the
S8irowad villagers ond the Kekore Flantation

Labour, 4
| 3/7/69 8,00 an Walked to one of the Sirowai honlets and
Y gd@nesdoy obsarved tax colloction,
11,00 om VYalked to Kelrere Plantation and lunched with
Manager.

3,00 pu Returnod o Sirowal,

S S ——




3N//9 000 am

900 om

Feiday 8¢20 an

2/3/69 8,00 an
saturday
9¢30 am
11,00 am
2. m
3/8/69
Lunday
W/8/69 8400 am
Honday
9.00 om
11,00 em
4,00 pn
58/ 9,0n an
Tuasény
2,00
6400 p&
6/8/69 7¢1% an
Wednesdoy

2

Deported Sirowol and travelled by Kolama
truck to lcngonne

Conducted census of Kanorovi, ‘unias and
Mongone, Upon cocapletion observed Souncil

tux colloction, ond then held gensral discussions
with village peocplo until 4 pme

Wolkked to Romedna

Arrived iomeine and conducted ocensus of
Romeina, Sipurei and half of Peiwanae
Obsarved tax colloction, and thoan unsuccess-
«fully attenpted gonoral discussion, Very
unco=oparutive, Roturned to !iangonae

Started walking to Pedtwana but picked wp by
PD truck,

Confucted cansus of the Petwanz people that
were not oensused yesterday, after which
conducted gsaoral discussion,

Walled to Koromirc Fonan Catholdic ission

and discussed vorious topics with Father Duffy.
Returned to !angona,

ADC Gprant, !rs dront and PO Yalshe visited
patrol at Mancoma, then returxad to Kieta,

~ftepnoon spent on gensiral discussions vith
Ceuncillor Hikola,

Jeparted lMangona and travelled t Darumai
Society, /rom Society travelle? to Iori,.
Conductad census of Iori, follored by gancral
discussionse

Travelled S0 Iwi Plentaticn for discussious
wvith onager, From Iui, travelled to Firinedu.
Discusions with Pirineiu and labuia men on
road wvork allocations

General discussion with Councillor Plau
and two other Pirineiu nen,

Convened neeting to discuss road work.
Settled two ninor disputes by arbitration.

Doparted Pirineiu and wolked to the cacao ferme
antary vhere collected by ADC Jprant, !rs Grant
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and PO Laming and travelied to Toimanapu Flantation.
from Toimanapn walked to Taki for a meoting with the
Taki pooplej wrlked through Amepo to Siorevi for
diseussicns vith assembled Siorovi and Amapo poopley
vallted to ‘ondona, t ence o inoni and Kokere
7lantation,

Returned %o Icri village to discuss road work with
the lesder of tie @issident faoction, and then
roturned %0 Kiota, thus vanpleting tho patrole
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| POLLTICAL ;‘
1. lecal Soveranenk |

The most noticeable point on this
patrol was a lack of a clear understanding of the |
principles of local government and the factors |
that govern devel-pment of an area - to wit 1
capital expenditure. 1

|
|

Local Government was one of the main

’ toples discussed on this patrol, and although
complaints against the rise in council tax were
widespread, no apparent difficulty was experienced |
in finding money for taxation purposes, as the per 4
capita income figure for the area shows that ample 4
avenues exist to obtain the required $10,00, Most |
’ of the complaiats centred on the Zact that
fusufficlent consultation with tha loecal population
was arranged before the tax rate was passed.

In spite of this, the Kieta Local Government
Council is favoured in the majority of the villages,
althcugh complaints conceraning insufficient capital
works developuent were voiced at Mangona.
Councillor Nikola is hardly a champion for the cause
of local government and most of the dissatisfaction
appears to have been disseminated by him, His
main complaint is frustrated ambitions and his
strength in the area has led to a faction forming
that belioves that the Council is doing insufficient
in the Koromira, The fact that Counelllor Nikola
had added no constructive help in the estimates 1
preparation was jgnored by llkola and his band, '

In the Koianu villages the young people
are very interested in vhat they can do themselves
to obtain help from the Council, which is an
encouraging sign. Sglfehelp was expounded in all
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villages as the major contribution the people
can give towards strengthening both their own
position and the Kieta Couneil,

The attitude »f the older generation
remains as a “walt and see" outlook which will
achieve nothing constructive unless they can be
coerced into active participation.

The Koromira people are the first to
state that they were the first to support the
formation of the Kieta Counclil and they believe
that they should receive preferential treatment
for this great display of trust and co-cperation.
What form this preferential treatment is to take
has not been staded, and in all probability the
coastal people do not know themselves, as they
have a main vehicular rcad, adequate water supply,
and a Council constructed Ald rost at Sirowai.

The Knianu people are very iuterested in
road development and are at present secking assiste
ance for a road to Taki from Toiumonapu based on a
self-help programne,

Another complaint against the Kleta Local
Govermment Council is that the Councillors do not
discuss Council activities encuzh with thelr conste
{tuents, This is partly due to z disinterested
attitude in the main, and to the Counciilors theme
selves not knowing what is going on as the Councillors
attendance rate at Council meetings leaves much to
be desired.

reater co=-operating and educstion at the
village level is the obvious answer as tiiu people
themselves are the back-bone cof any council, and
without an interested pnilie, the Council becomes
Just an ineffective aym of the Adninistration.
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The village of rondona ras previously
been reported as being a haven for "cultist“
thought, and the Pondona "army" was watched for
a period of time to ascertaln Lhe strength and
bounds of their activities,

During 1969 two patrols have visited
the area prior to this patrol and both reported
very little activity by the Pondona villagers,

The bulk of the village people are ct
present lving on the coast at ¥atang ~nd although
the at: itude of these people is still cne of
suspicion mingled with a general unco-operutiveness,
there appears to be no suspiclous activities being
carried out and the people seen to have realised
that egricultural cctivity is the answer to devele-
opment in the area.

At least five men from other subedistricts
gre resident at Pondona at this time but very little
could be gleaned as to the purpose of the sojourn
apart from the fact that cne man is from Damu village
in the No,! Kongera and one is from 2 village in the
hills behind Rigu Mission Station.

Information gleaned throughoat the area was
that 1ittle, if any, political activity 1s beirg
carried out in Fondona at this time.

The reputed leader, Paul !ena (Ameri Pongaranm)
again vanished to the bush for the duration of the
patrol,

3. [Houss of Assenbly and Indapsndence

Very 1ittle comment was made of either
matters relating to the House of Assembly or to
Independence on this patrel,

The Koianu people and Sirowal people stated that
Independence at this stage would be a farce, as the

TR —
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people were obviously not ready for Independence,
but on the other hand, Councillor Nikola, from
Mangona, fleetingly stated, whilst referring to
another topic, that all of the people in his
ward favoured Indpeendence. No actual gquestions
concerning the House of Asseubly or Independence
were asked on the patrol,

Talks on the House of Assembly raised
little comient, and the ore important local
issues of land acquisition was the foremost
thought in most peoples minds, although no doubt
the House of Assembly also creates thought through
being given a good coverage of proceedings on the
radio stations,

¥, Ielitical Bducation

Folitical education continued on this
patrol and it was found thet news broadcasts sad
Radio Bougesinville bulletins created more Jdiscussicn
and ii.terest then did priuted litersture,

Ky, Newmans spcecech ané dliscusslong uwith
the Arewa and Rorovana people created the most
interest and 1t was apparent that a large peresatage
of the population heard this programme, Sympathy
generally l1lles with the Arawa and Rorovana people
although most of the paople proved receptive to
the Admiunisiration point of view,

The number of radios in the area currenily
nunber 75, so 1t is obvious that the »radlo is
proving popular, and i& probably the usost effective
means of communication aveilable for political
education; although it vas sgsin ooled thnt misine
terpretation in sowe instances has creatsd coafuslo .

ACQUGHIC
1.  Fxolo SEores

There are at opesent (7 trade steores in
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the Koromira, 12 of these heing owned by indive
idual village peoples

Particulars of locations are rocorded
he:eunders

Siorovi 2
Matana 2
Sirowail 2
Sipurei 1
Romeina 1
Pelusna 1
Iori ‘ 1
Toiumonapu Plant, 1
Kekere Plint, i
Ivi Plant, 3
Koromira ReCe Miss, 1
Darumal Producers

Co=0p, 1
Totals 17

The last five stores listed are the
larger of the stores in the area, although the
Romeina store is quite well stocked also, being
the best of the indigenous owned storei.

2. Sash Cropoing

Figures f*~m the Devartent of Agrice
ulture 196069 Annual Report for the Kieta Sube
District show th-t the total plantings ef caeao
number 8'0,792,\804‘ “e teotal plantings of coconuts
aumber 101,198, within the Koromira Census Division.
This is an increase of 3078 cocoa irees and 5477
coconuts palms from the same period last year.

As recorded in the Area Study, the
copra production for the year was in excess of 312
tons, and the cacao produegion, includiang the
villages of Tavatava and Pirineiu, totalled 4.5
tons for the same period.
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The Department of Agriculture Annual
Report states that the Koromira is capable of
producing some 250 tons of cacao, however a% the
present rate of growth, 10-12 years will be
required to reach this mari,

Due to the lack of wvehicular acces o¢
Taki, much cacao is not being utilised, as the
people have had experience of carrying the beans
to Tojumona) u Plaatation and finding that the
Darumal Society tractor has failed to arrive, thus
the beaus rot and have to be thrown awaye. As the
Koianu people have rece tly purchased a truck,
this situaticn should iuprove.

Copra production in this area is nearing
its pc Xk, but in the actual Koromira villages, as
against the Koianu villages, copra production is
being neglectud in favour of cacao production,

The villages of Tuvatava and Firineiu
are good examples of this, and literal y thousands
o” shot nuts can be scen whilst truvelling alci.g
the Pirineiu roads Cacao producticn in this area

is high.

The Darumai Ppoducers Co-gperative has
supplied figures, as recorded in the Department of
Agricu.tue Annual Egport, that show that copra
production over the last two years has increased
by 59%, and the cacio production has increased by
117%. The ilacrease for copra compares favourably
with increases recorded in other census divisions,
but the perceantage increase for cacao production
is lower thau other areas have recorded.

Market gardenlag at present has not
attracted much interest as the market i:¢ on the
bound ry of the division whereas the zajority of
the coastal villages ar« in the middle of the
division, thus the question of transportation arises.
However, if the C.R.A. market was to be held at a
village with'’n the Koromira, e.g. Mangona, intercst
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would be high and vegetable producition woukd become a major
meney earner for the area, The vegetables grown would be
native vegetubles rather than introduced vegetables, zpa-t
from the Kolanu area which could pessibly suppori intreduced
crops, being at a slightly higher altitude than the coastal
villages,

3. Baads

Klata ~ loimananu Road

The main Kieta Toimanapu rcad runs along the coast
linking all coastal villages, and elthough previous patrois
patrols have reported that all claims for economic trees
destroyed in the construction of the road had been lodged,
claims vere again logded with this patrol, Four of the
claims logded appsar gemuine and are biing investigated, but
other clains appear to be attempts to obtain money umder
false pretences,

Questions were ssked concerning the placement of
cement pest aleng the Toimanapu road, and tuis question
obvicusly selo‘ss to the common fear amongst the people
that these pegr are sn attempt by the Administration to
acquire the land by foul meens., It was asked of the patrol
vhether these peg: could bej a) taken cut all together, and
b) moved closer to .he road to take in only those trees
actually acquired by the Administration. It was previously
reported by P.0. Wellington that the people were initially
informed that the Admiristration would acqire all those
cconomic trees within ihe surveyed lines, but that it was
subsecuently decfded cnly to purchase those trees that were
actually destroyed, as the local people were reluctant to
sell the land to the Administration for the road, This
policy chang” is sited as yet anotner of the Administrations
lies to the people; and the people are not receptive to
reason on this point, as they consider that they are being
‘tricked' out ~f their mor:y, The move to remove the
pegs and relocate them on the edge of the road stems from
this point,

A policy decision on this matter appears to be urgently
required as these pegs are a source of contention and
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antagornism at the moment, which should be rectified if a
firm decision is madé and conveyed to the people on whether
this land is to be acquired or nots If the former is the
case and the people are still reluctant to sell, steps should
be taken so that the Road Maintenance Ordinarce 1953-64
could be enforced and ihe villages bordering the road be
required %o maintain the road to see how just how relucvant
to sell,vhen work on the road is the alternative, the people
are, If the latter is the case, and the Administration is
no longar in%erested in aequiring the land, there appears
to be no reason wvhy the pegs could not be relocated on the
edge of tre road and so remove the fear of asquisition of
economic trees by the Administration with no coupensation.

Joimanayn » Raki Road

The people from Taki village again expressed their
desire to construct a feeder road from Toimanapu Plantation

to Taki, and the Amapo and Siorovi village people have
stated that they would be willing to help construct this
road, providing that the Taki people agree to help them

to construct a feeder road "o Siorovi village at a later date.

Enquiries in reference mor2tary assistance for
surfacing the road were Zorthcoming, and the people were informed
that, provided the wvork on the road proceeded in a satisfactory
manner, the guestion of monetary consideration would be
investigated, but it was stressed that no promises of monelary
assistance could be made at this stagee

The r. itself will not be difficult to comstruct
mﬁtmetutummuﬁomw-
u—uma.ummmunuumomt
and flat, although an adequate system of drains will need
to ve constructed to drain thv raod, as the vaSer table is
very shollov and consequently much of the road is very swampy.
With a DDA Officer supervising work for ¢ week or 50, these

drains could be easily comnstructed as & asall runs
mm-mammamamwm
the road.

Ririnein - Iavatava Bosd

As stated in the accoanying Patrol Instructioms,
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one of the purposes of the patrol was to disewuds work on
the Pirineiu road.

Two meetings were held at Pirineiu to discuss this
participation and the people proved recertive to the idea
of upgrading the road and had in faet started work on the
road previous to the arrival of the patrol.

One development that was umexpected however, wae
the peoples refusal to accept any'payment' from the
Adninistration for this work, as the peoples considered
opinion is that this is a plot to acquire all the Surrounding
land under the guise of monetary assistance for the work.

It wvas repeatedly stated that this money was assistance

given to the Couneil through the Rural Development Committee
and the money would be used to hire vehicles to carry material
with vhich to surface the roads It was emphatically denied
that any monetary =ssistance had an Wlterior mogive, and it
was stated that the bulk of %he work would be dorve by the
people themselves, The assistance was rejec%2d, ARAVOI
KONGA of Pirineiu and BIANSI PIAU of Nabuia are the leading
lights 1. the rejection movament,

At the second meeting the following day this %topic
was again discussed and Cowticillor Plau of Pirinefu tried
to reason with the people but again monetary assistance was
rejected,

The following day [ asked ARAVOXI KONGA to discuss
this matter with the ADC Mr. Grant, which he auly did, and
after belng informed that the Taki poople wanted the money
for the Toimanapu « Taki road, Arovol decided that it might

by better if this money is spent on the Pirineiu road after all,

At this stage Councillor Piau is suffering somewhat
from the feeling of shame that he experienced by Lwing
beaten by Aravoi in winning the peoples vote on this subject,
and on three occasions since the retjpn of the patrel to
Kieta, I have tried to reason with Councillor Piau and get
him to show an interest in the work, but to date he appears
to be wmninterested in the work as he wishes his opponents to
try to do the organising and fail so that he will be on top
again, His feelings are changing however, and he will not
need much more convineing to again organise the work. It
woul- appear to be important to support Plau for a period
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of time, as he is an intelligent Councillor, and one of the
more pro-Administration members of the community. This
project vill need to de .atched closely and if necessary
liason between the factions organised, as the road was the
pet project of Plau and its failure would be detrimental
to the opinion Piau holds of himself, and the general
situation of this village would deteriorate further.

(¢c) SCIAL
1. Haalth

The Aid Post at Sirowai still requires minor
work before it is completed and as the materials are on hard,
it wvas suggested that this work be carried out in the near

future.

Council water supply projects at Iori and Romeina
still require guttering and this aspect will bo discussed
vith the Kieta Local Govermment Couneil with a view to a

speedy completion.

Although leprosy is evident in many villages, and
malaria 1s still taking its joll of victims, the general
standard of health is good, and large sores were not in
evidence in any of the villages.

2, BRast Nouses

Rest houses exist at Taki, Amapo, Siorovi, Minani,
Sirowal and Mangona.

The Minani rest house has no police quarters and
the rest house a2t Mangona has a very poor floor.

A rest house at Iori has fallen into a state of
disrepair and there is no move afcot to renew it as it énly
serves 66 people and the general idea is to travel straight

to Pirineiu.
3. Misslons
Three Missions operate in the Koromira, namelys

1« Roman Catholic
2, United Church
3. Seventh Day Adventist
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The bulk of the population profess to be Roman
Catholic, and only one village, Sirowai, claim to be Seventh
Day Adventist, and a section of the people from Siorove and
Anapo claim to be United Church adherants,

As the Roman Catholic Mission has a Mission station
at Koromira which 1is staffed by a European Father, better
rein is held on the adherants than is the case in the

Kongara,

Friction betwean adherants of the three different
religions does not appear to be high at this time and little
frietion, with the exception of that instance reported under
the Education heading, wvas noticed at any of the villages,

¥ Education

As the Kieta Local Government Couneil has agreed
to construct and operate a school near Toimanapu Plantation,
a2 small feasibility survey was carried out to collect data
relating to the probable number of children that could be
affected, and the views of the people in relation to the
opening of a school,

This school would serve the people of Taki,
Amapo and Siorovi, and both Amapo and Siorovi are served
by two Missions, It became obvious whilst diccussing
the possibility of starting a school that a de;ree of tensiom
existed concernin; the Religion of the sechool-teacher and
the religion to ba taught in the school. The general
idea the Council has is to emPley an ex Mission teacher
who 1s resident at Siorovi, and it was pointed out to the
people that the gemeral purpose of the school was to teach
reading and writing, but that the 'third R' was not religion.

Another complaint was that if the school is started
then the Council will not sabsidise road work in the area,
and the people consider that road work is the key to
economic development and therefore is more important than
education,

I must admit at this stage that I have reservations
concerning the building of a schoocl, but not for the reasons
recorded above. It must be concluded that unless there is

ot
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a genuine felt need for a school,(which there does not appear
to be at present), the Ccuncil must be prepared to contribute
more than its share if this project is to Le successful. For
this reason the people must be educated by patrolling
officers and the Council to appreciate the benefits of
education, and equally important, the benefits of an education
at an early age.

Secondly, because of the limited resources of the
Kieta Local Government Council and the availability of
Mission schools, it might prove a better idea if this schoc™
onlt taught Standard 1 and Standard 2, after which the
students would be old enough to progress to the Mission
boarding schools for further education. Some arrangement
wvith the United Church Mission and the Roman Catholic Mission
vould have to be reached in this respect.

Followiang are the numbers of children that at
present are not attending school from the three villages

affectedj

Taki 8nm 2¢f 10 total Age 6=10
Amapo 1M1n 8r 19 total Age 6-10
SBdorovi 8m M f 12 total Age 6=10
41 total
(D)  MISCELLANZOUS

1. Apnlication for Store Keapers licenos

Refer File 38-3=W

2. [hmbar of Shatguna

Hereunder is listed the number of shotguns held
in each villagej

Siorovi 1
Sirowai
Psiwvana 1

As all the objects: of the patrol were coupleted, in
this respect the patrol achieved its aims. The patrol was




Ty — ———

.

S R TR

- —_— e - e e

13.

uite enjoyable and very 1ittle anti-Administration sentinent
:u displayed by the village people against the patrol.

From viewing the tax collection in the Koromira,
1t was notited that most of the mgiunmml:d:
mm,mnwmrmhmcummu”
-mtotmmmv.ummntboCmcﬂm
cmnﬂuuviuumrouuvdyna.

S

«JJWohlers
Pat:oi officer 16/8/69
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