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PREFACE

The Russian-Americans, although numerically a small proportion of the
population, have for long been a conspicuous and picturesque element in the
cosmopolitan make-up of the San Francisco Bay Area. Some came here prior to
the Russian Revolution, but the majority were refugees from the Revolution of
1917 who came to California through Siberia and the Orient. Recognizing the
historical value of preserving the reminiscences of these Russian refugees, in
the spring of 1958 Dr. Richard A. Pierce, author of Russian Central Asia, 1867-
1917, (U.C. Press, Spring 1960) then a research historian at the University
working on the history of the Communist Party in Central Asia, made the following
proposal to Professor Charles Jelavich, chairman of the Center for Slavic Studies:

I would like to start on the Berkeley campus, under the
auspices of the Center for Slavic Studies, an oral

history project to collect and preserve the recollections
of members of the Russian colony of the Bay Region. We
have in this area the second largest community of Russian
refugees in the U.S., some 30,000 in San Francisco alone.
These represent an invaluable and up to now almost entirely
neglected source of historical information concerning life
in Russia before 1917, the February and October Revolutions,
the Civil War of 1918-1921, the Allied intervention in
Siberia, the Soviet period; of the exile communities of
Harbin, Shanghai, Prague, Paris, San Francisco, etc.; and
of the phases in the integration of this minority into
American life.

The proposed series of tape-recorded interviews, as a part of the Regional
Oral History Office of the University of California Library, was begun in
September 1958 under the direction of Professor Jelavich and with the assistance
of Professor Nicholas V. Riasanovsky of the Department of History. To date, the
interviews listed below have been completed in several series. Each interview
lasted a number of sessions, which were transcribed and, if necessary, translated.
Each was edited by the interviewer and the interviewee, and then typed and bound.
An interview by Professor R. A. Pierce with the late Professor Gleb Struve, still
being edited, will constitute a fifth series.

Funding for the California Russian Emigre¢ Series has come from several
sources. First supported by the General Library, it was in the second and third
series supported by the Center for Slavic and Near Eastern Studies. The fourth
series, begun in 1979, received funding from the L. J. Skaggs and Mary C. Skaggs
Foundation.

In addition to the completed oral histories, other Russian emigre materials
have been acquired as a result of the interviewing program.
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An interview begun with Professor Nicholas T. Mirov was expanded by
Professor Mirov and published as The Road 1 Came, The Memoirs of a Russian-
American Forester (The Limestone Press, Kingston, Ontario, 1978).

Several manuscripts were donated to Professor Pierce by emigrés who had
already written or dictated their memoirs. These include:

Lialia Andreevna Sharov, Life in Siberia and Manchuria, 1898-1922, 296 pages.
Completed in Los Angeles, California, ca. 1960.

Professor Ivan Stenbock-Fermor, Memoirs of Life in 0ld Russia, World War
I, Revolution, and in Emigration, 1112 pages. Completed in Palo Alto,
California, 1976.

Professor Alex Albov, Recollections of Pre-Revolutionary Russia, the Russian
Revolution and Civil War, the Balkans in the 1930's and Service in the Vlasov
Army in World War II, 550 pages. Dictated on tape, transcribed by Professor
Pierce.

These manuscripts will be made a part of the Russian emigré€ collection of The
Bancroft Library.

The Regional Oral History Office was established in 1954 to tape record
autobiographical interviews with persons who have contributed to the development
of the West. The Office is under the administrative supervision of Professor
James D. Hart, the director of The Bancroft Library.

Willa K. Baum, Head
Regional Oral History Office

15 April 1986

Regional Oral History Office
The Bancroft Library
University of California
Berkeley, California 94709
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PROLOGUE

"There must be reason why the Lord
Made me =2 witness of these yerrs
And granted me 2 knowledge of

The written word".

Translastion from "Boris Godounoff™"
by Pushkin

This is the last stage of my life - the age of
retirement. GStanding on the threshold of senility I watch
the rapvid decline of the setting sun and 2:5 gleaming reflec-
tion on the blue Pa01flckALabserv1ng this golden path I had
often thought that when the time for my departure weﬁgzlzigé,
end my vision grew dim, I would find a friendly firm hend in
the darkness to lead me along this shiny way to the world of
no return. u«ow, when the ultimate goasl of life is nerr, I
realize that before I can seek the guiding hand of Jesus I
must look back and (see wh2at kind of mark I éhall leave
behind e on this earth)(?)(trace the wake I leave behind me).

Born in‘Hussia at the end of the nineteenth century
I was cast out of the normal channel of life into a turbulent
river with many rprids. My life became a continuouvs 2dventure -
a book of le:sons.

I lived through war and revolution, prison and
illness. I faced the depression; worked my way through
university; was a physicist for the United States government

omd a space technology rese-rch engineer in inited States

industry. 1 was a pioneer in the development of spsce rockets.



- 2
- d8e 1 0
~RINORL, T ‘
. 53”-' 4y i WQ)I"IJ l;i \ IW’ i ragy "
TS Swbetwile s 0E Bty id
RS SENES H YT peldwisanet o T aedeive ik
0¥ S F LT R L ; LR M W ks
1o Q& dilr - 8504w Yo it 3eal o:'(q ni %
Aty 3 el sinea 19 BModeentd hire e WLAEIRT Nuouwtiin®
Sulies wﬂb v:)? d sale p.l-iml" Wi 32 patiesh X e
p¢ |lf; L ddan Nbhiow abed wutverod 13 t_:'. TApay Aule wmill we ookl
RPS n ) v
o%&*“ LAE TEIAN Hl - S abe 3 0nS TRyt CEA TS
B el amts L L MAL T I o i St
Ot S S Yo Y P na 1 Bl ol aves ol was
oWl w1 ] 4 e 90 ol e o
[ miar. L Aypday 1 waR Dibien
wens, ¢ : i «Nar sn C. P
s e ., n e . Lol
jﬁmi’h nd 9 0T TUNN Ty
-
2uxlpin e -"1yd 4 | 10 D BNa )
- eyl gon N , . 1", Wi tAvIn
ke =, 3% dosd a
T IR ITT Ty oo W awvi. s
(LU [N R A , FBedat - Mbenald
fr R IR Ty DN i1 X 1 O TN | | @ .” OIS Ty
ok 44 & Wl Ty Vs YL 3 m-tﬂnﬁ'i' | LONDT N

s o dmdnny W 12 Jituseslwogll A oyl bty » ey | oenteihil

.
!




pg.?

Sow I am on the brink of a new experience - retirement.

While I was writing this the sun sank below the
horizon. 71he lzst rays fired the sky and painted the clouds,
casting pink and gold shadows on the dark blue ocean. The sky
looks awe inspiring and forbidding.

It is time to end my meditations. Tomorrow 1 shell

start on m: biography - my true confession.
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pg. 3.

THE EARLY  YEARS

Introcduction

In the yesr 1898 (the tiue of my arrival on this
planet) my father who was a forestry expert, was appointed to
a governme:t post in the Far East. The Trans-Siberisn railway
had not been\completed and the best way to reach Vliadivostock
was by ship via India. This journey took several weeks at
best, and sometimes lasted months., [oreover Iggio was consi-
dered an unhealthy place,especially for babies.

Mother was only twenty one and had three little
girls. Nina - three years old, Katie - two, and myself - six
weeks o0ld. Considering all the circumstances, she hestily
decided that it would be best to leave Katie and me with her
parents,

Haturally I do not remember my first meeting with
grendfather, an old cavalry general. Yet this incident had
been cescribed to me so often by my grandmother over the years,
that I can zlmost see grandfather bending over my cradle. I
can almocst hesr him saying "Sophia Michaelovna, how cen
flarguerite go all the way to China leaving her babifswith us?
How can a mother part from her children? Of course Katie is
a besuty. Her checks are the colour of ripe peaches, her hair
is a mass of gold, her eyes are just a2s blue as the uncloud%iumy

sky, anybody would love a2 child like that. Low look atAthis

over-bzked apple. 8ix weeks o0ld, not a hair on hemxx her head,
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PE&e 4.
dark slanting Asiatic eyes. Nobody will ever be attracted
by such 2 baby!

He bent a little closer to me and continued with
tenderness "Do not worry my jewel, you will be my speciz=l psal.
We will love, cherish and protect you as long as we live, Won't
we Sophia Michaelovna®".

Grondmother replied "Of course we willJIichael
Nicholaevitch., They are our children now, the joy of our life",
Then she repeated his words "We will love, cherish =né protect
12:% as long as we live",

Thus began my happy childhood.

We live¢ in a small city called Simbirsk situated
on a high bank of the Volga. The slope to the river was covered
with orchards. There was at least one church in each city block
All of these churches had either three or five turrets with
goldee or blue cupolas, each surmounted by a golden cross.

#iy first impression of life was music and sunshine,

I dropped off to sleep at night and awoke in the morning to the

chime of church bells. 1 saw the cupolas a2nd golden crosses from

every windovw. In winter the sunlight reflected off the 2&;;¥;§

angd—ecrersgss made the snow glisten like gems. In summer the
SN = D

scdtered beams ocf—Fthe—sun intensified the coloursof the flowers

and glittered in pools of wester., When in rained the drops of

water on the crosses looked like pearls.,

There were no shadows in my early childhood.
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P 5.
Although this period of life is faint in ay
memory; it left deep roots and strongly affected my chesracter
and psychological developument. Therefore I shall try to
reconstructit from the few incidents I can remember and from

the characteristics of my grand parents - thneir way of life

and their traditions.
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pg.6

The Home of My Grandparents

Vaguely I remember the large oak table znd the
carved o2k chairs in the center of the dining room; the
heavy double doors across the hallws; leading into the
ballroom. We had our Christmas tree there.

I cleurly see our white nursery. 4 row of richly
coloured paintings on the walls illustrating foiry tales,
and the shelves of story books; the mini-cture furniture, the
rocking-horse and the toys scattered 211 over the floor.

Next in my memory is grandmother's sitting roon.
Light green wallpaper, the oriental rug on the floor -nd the
Napoleon style furniture.

Particularly clearly I recs11 my gr-ndfather's
libr ry. The full size portraits of Alexander III and
Hicholas II in golden frames hanging on the wslls and the
tiger skin rug on the floor. 1In tue left hrné corner of the
room stood an army drum three feet in diameter. A leather
covered chair was in front of a large mahogany desk. C(rn the
right hand corner of the desk sfood 2 photograph of the
royal fawily , next to one of Katie and me,. On the desk,
protected by giass lay an invitation to dinner =t the
prlace. [t was in chsdes of gold and brown witn the do ble
heanded eagle at the top and the euperor's signsture =zt the
bottom. An inkwell made of carved stone wrs placed at the

center of the desk and a2 galloping horse of cast iron stood
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PEs  (
to the left. It was a gift from the regiment.

I loved grondfather's library and every piece in
it.

Next to the library was a circular staircase leading
to a glass tower overlooking the Volga and the =pproaching
ships.

In the eastern corner of every room in the house
hung icons in their gold and silver frames. Votive lights
of coloured glass were placed before each icon. £Each day at
twilight these were 1it. The twinkle of the small lights nnd
the scent of burning incense created 2 nysterious warm ~tros-
phere in the house.

At this time of day we alweys sat in grendmotrer's
sittingroom listening tc=tive fairy s%@fﬁ;ﬁ;ﬂiﬁ.ﬁnﬁé?g As we
grew older these were gradually replaced by folktesles, legends
and other stories.

Our household included the cook - !'atnsha, the
m=id - Hasha, our nurse Undinz and three orderlies from
grandfether's regiment - Peter, John =2nd [ichael.

Masha took care of grandmother's bedroom, served
at the table and answered the front door bell.

Undina, of course, took carc of Katie and me
and our nursery.

Peter 2nd John were under Michael's supervision.
They kept the house clean and attended to the heating. Every

rocm had two stoves, built into the dovble inner walls of



-

i V‘ .M

=l .

JIasmizes Ly acuy 31y e saw di .?"i;?:.( .l 2
a .

SRR L N . T P T £ R PR T Y ¢ F 4 B

] i
e e
Deoniede gelugaio | omowo semdal ol od Jeel T Vo0
: R e L
ARG TRun ehs fese |:’£_°l e mad¥asivsra mﬁ M‘Pq&
SO0

‘Aguar »at Bi Lo Tiave i_d TauI00 annyg Ao w‘«) ol

SRl wwital  semeY 1iwidr C oo dlay vindd n:' fteal gav
i abh Rail LAkl goual=aived T L e slaly Batnalss TG
hor aiAgs Ll daa= sd "0 Da¥nl a el ‘.Iu winw gn\.::t -’dﬂﬂ\_ﬂ
~Ord g WV G 0 ST ol r e Aise Y S0eod oddb

rRieag L0l al wiege

eMaians’ « T : ’ > f Boied nin: JA
G. -
R et SEeT o ol Sabliedall LONTLENS
'mu L1 T 1 Bl ek HPeY e BT AMID FTAN

skwiodn goddo San

an ' sop e 50D

&y . h\ l Hay A0 gLl < ] e
P e girdal = Fom Ases m'aand '.’.'";-‘ 3%

B]YING gBE e o e bevg TR AN A il
SR FIT- B TV R TITEES SEPTE * Vee =lany w3 48

aw bk Blian Ss - GE owomne ta Jhmdbn.

RGN e hae
'.ﬂku'lq;m nt lannfo iy reonu ecuw mudl hae mﬁ
— B
WL modiond ol oF SAheRT e baz annfo sevnd WS Sged paeT
T L, v geElg oL Ak A okmY 2K P 001
5! wotl o I JE2a amvode o_::l |°ﬂr,~°‘

g e




PE.8
of the house. Logs were put into these stoves through 2

fire door. When they had burnt away and only red hot cosls
rem2ined the doors were hermetically shut. During the winter
the fires had to be built both morning and evening, so that
red-hot coals remained in the stoves continuously.

fichael was grzndfather's personal orderly, assigned
to him dﬁring his last war in Asia. Every evening :ichzel
took off grandfather's boots; he personslly took care of
grandfother's bedroom and the library.

+ichael also took care of the votive lights and
lanmps.

There was no electricity in the city at that time -
cozl 0il lsmps were used. Each room had a2 centrel lamp
hanging from the ceiling, at lesst two wall lanps, and l=zups
stending on =lmost every table. All of them were artistically
designed and served as ornaments a2s vell,

Each morning Mich~el cleaned the laips and filled
them with cosl o0il so that there wovld be no odor and they
would shine brightly. Michael wss very prouvé of tsking care
of "tne light", After all the votive lights had been 1lit and
coplete drnrkness enveloped the house outside, .ichcel would
light t.e lormps and say - "Let there be light 2 d there wes
light",

The nysterious atmosyhere of the houvse would fade
away and gaiety would take it's place. The dining room would

be brightly illuminated and the boiling sasover would be

brought in. Crunks, the old cat who slwavs slept on grond
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pg.9

mother's couch, would stretch herself and leave for tne
kitchen to have her mesl, 014 Medor, the dog, would'run
into the house, press his cold nose against my wsru hends,
licK Katie's fingers, rub nimself against grandmother's legs
and disappear in search of grandfather,

Grandfather found Medor as a pup during his last
war, nursed him through battles and brought him home. Medor
lived in the kitchen. In the morning =2nd 2t night Hedor
would come intc the house to greet the family and to receive
a few ti’-bits from the table,

Two more members of the fairily completed our
household, a2 young cow - izshka and an old horse - Martishke,
Mashka was bought especially for Katie and me, so thet ve
could always have fresh milk from the samne cow fed a specizl
diet.

Martishka wrns grendfather's horse and a grest friend
of Yedor. At the timne of ny acquaintance with Martishka she
wes cver twenty five yesrs old and retired., In the suumer
she wos sent out to passture every doy. During the winter
sne vas kept in the stable and taken for = wslk regulzarly.
Every day grandfather visited Martishka and would frecuently
take Katie »/'d me with him. He wouvld let us pet Fartishka's
nose and give her sugar., Then he would say:-

"Martichka is o0lé now, btut she used to be a good
soldier., She saved my life nany times. Yes, she was as good

as any scldier. Kever forget zn old soldier, girls, He

ricsked nis life for you. Always remember that = soldier is
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P&.10
your brother because you are my children and soldiers are
also my children. If you are ever in trouble or in need,
always go to a soldier, he will always help and protect you.
liever, never forget that soldiers are your brothers,

You see, soldiers are here to protect the Emperor and
to protect Russia. As long as the Emperor is safe, Russia
is safe a2nd there is nothing to fear".

I thought that as long as grandfather was there
the Emperor and Russia were safe and there was certainly

nothing to fear.
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Pg. 11

In this wara atmosphere of love =znd beruty my life flowed
uninterruptedly. Without reclizing it, I grew and lesrned.
I believe my education sterted on the first day of my
arrival at the home of my grrndparents.

I spoke two languages fluently - Kussian and French. A
young Prench girl ceme every morning to play with £~tie and me
Frequently she brought her niece of zbout our zage 2uc we all
sang French songs and acted out French rhymes. We spoke Russian
with our grandfather and French with eour grundmother except
when she told vs fairytales and during our evening prayers.

Througn the prayers I learned that God was our Father
in ltieaven and the Tzar our father on earth,annointed by God
proteciing Russia and the Russian people. 1 clearly remember
these everning prayers. The semi-darkness of the room illuminated
only by the blue votive light in front of the icon of The Virgin
finry and Infant Jesus. The church bells cslling the people to
the evering service. Katie and I kneeling on our beds repeating
the prayers after our grandmother.

Cur proyere a2lwsys began witn the first line of the Russian
nstional =2nthem "God save the Tzer" and ended by asking for the
blessing of everyone we loved including Medor and Grunka. Then
gr=ndmother wouvld tuck us in our beds and bless us. Grandfather
would come in to bless us also. As he kissed me goodnight, 1
wvould be flonting off into the world of dreams. The angels
would be hovering over my bed and I would be rendy to explore

the dark unknown forest, see the prince riding on a grey wo=1f,
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Pg.12
oo
&=—<lre Sieeping Beauty in her crystal coffin., I would be
ready to face the ugly witch beczuse grzndfather's : rms were
around me, and as he kissed my forehead his beard tickled uny
nose 2o that I knew he wss there.

Through the celebration of Chrictmes I lesrned of Jesus,
fiowever, it is nct the Christmas tree in =211 it'e richness,
nor the beéutifﬁl gifts under it, tn=at are engroved on my =emory.
It is the spirit of joy that was traremitted to me dy thne
peasant boys who came tc our home on Christ =zs worning singing
"Glory to God".

On Christmas Eve grandfather would tell ns the story of
Christmas. In the darkness of the night we¢ wotcned for the
Nativity Ster while the Christmas tree wzs being 1lit in the
ballroom., Through the night, in my dream, I flew beside the
Star of Bethlehem, saw the Holy Infsnt in the stable ~nd the
shepherds with their lambs kneeling at His side.

I woke to a frosty, bright Christmas morning with fresh
sncw ou tue ground. The crosses glittered in the scun and the
Christuas chimes of t!ie church bells syresd through the air.

Seven shabbily drecsed boys - ahout ter years old - with
down nt heel snow boots came to our hounse. Their turned up
nosez and pitcher enrs were red with cold., Clutching their
caps and cro#sing themselves, they bowed to the right corner
of the room where the icons hung, then to the scco prniment of
the church bells began to sing:- "Glory to Thee our Lord"
Grendfather and Michael joined them - "Glory to Thee our Lord,

Thou has brought the ilight of wisdom to the world, the wise
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Pg&.17%
Ylen were led to Thee by a star from the East. The sun of truth

bows to Thee. Glory to Thee our Lord! Glory "

To ize thesge were nol the village children from across the
river, but the shepherds from Bethlehem come to let us know that
Jesus Christ was Lorn.

At the end of the hymn the boys turned towards us - their
freckled %aces smiling, their blue eyes shining with joy - and
said in chorus:-

"Jesua is born, Ceneral. lNerry Christmesl! Merry Christmas!"
A wave of happiness sucdenly pazsed over me and I yelled as
loudly as 1 could "Merry Christmasl! Merry Christuasi" juaping
intc grandfather's arms. At that tine I did not realize that
in every house in Russia, groups of boys were cinging "Glory
to God" on Christmas morning, that the church bells were ringing
not on.y cover tne town of Limbirsk, but over tne entire co ntry
of Pussia, penetrating into every distent cormner., 2t thet time,
I 7id not kncw that because of Greek Ortnodoxy these voices an
sounds spread through the entire nation i a continuous joyful
WaVe.

This effect had been built up during Christaas cve by means
cf the cnurch service and fast \m(()n the day before
Christmes, Russicns do nol est until the appearsice of the
evening stfé}j hq me:ns of the chiwing belis and the wsnit for
the ativity Star. The climax was resched on Christmss morning
when groups of boys started to sing "Glory to God". A continuous
joyful wave, spreading from person to person, enveloped the

natie» and united all the people of Lussia - rich an¢ poor, old
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pg. 14
and young - in axjm the same joyousness. The gifts, the
Christmas trees and the parties were the manifestations of
their mood, not the cause of it.
As long as I lived in Russia, 1 always waited for tne
boys to come on Chri:tias morning to sing "Glory to God",
because for me the significance of Christmes wos in that

roment of joy.
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rPage 15

The {irst greet change in my life ook place in 1905
when I vas soven yearsold,

By this time I had learned that there were principles
to live by and laws 1o obey. The rules were simples- be hcaest,
be brave and place your truct in God., Greedinese and cowardice
are w be ashamed ol - for they aro the core oif all evil, Never
taze adv&nﬁége of anothsr's misfortune, Never hurt any one who
is smaller itnaan yjou or unable to defend himself. Tuaose pirlaciples
were stressed ad every opportunity untll they bocame & part of me,

It was the year of the Russo=Jagenese war,

Father was on the stall of the Chinese kastern Ralluay
Company and lived in liarbin, danchuria, Early in 1205, after the
surronder of Port Arthur to the Japanese, ho declded toovacuate
his fazily to Simbirsk for the duraiion of the war,

v,

Mother now had two more baby girles - Natasha and Te

[o RN
5
P
£

five and three years old respectively, and a boy Sevgo = two yeurs
olde

It took mother about taree monthe to reach Sinmbirsk by
he one track Siberian Rellway which had not yet been conpleted,
Thore was no line ground Laxe Balkal, Hother was accompanied by
a nurgo called Dasha %o nhelp look aftor the youngsiers, Our oldest
sicter, ¥Nlna, was ten years 0ld., ©5he was voery sell-rellant and
even helped with the children,

very ocon after thelr arrival grandfather beeane
seriouvsly 1ll. The doctor wvislited him twice a day, Two itroined
nurses etaysd day and alght,

randao taer worried - Ltae ehilidren were too noisy, the

house too crowded,
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Pace 16.

Earliy in Moy mother rented & large house on an gld
estate Trom our friends and moved her family to the country,
Sho tcol Dasha and Undine with her and alsc hired a cook, a
nald and two handy mens

Xatlie wanted tc be wilth Nina and left with mother
and the ch@ldrcn.

drandfatner said that I should stay at home until
the housenold in the cowntry was fully settled in.

Ky bed was nmoved invo grandmotasr's bedroon,

The odor of medicine peraeated thas house,

father was getliing worse,

ot

A week later mother roturned from the country and

tc be with the othoer children,.
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The estate was about twenty five miles {fron 3inab:
and could only be reached by horse,
0n mother's instructions, a coachmen who wae returning

w0 the eshate stopped at our house to pick me up., He wasdriving

Thus vegan zy {irst j.ourney across the country.

We crossed tne city andlsit the bani of the Volge

Q

oweg were dozing in the sun, We skirted o lake fringed with
rusnes. A flight of duecks rose noisily. The scenary was so
familiar that I became frighitened lor I had never beon here

before, Then I remeonbered - {the shepherd beoy, the ducks in

flight over the lake,; thic fields ol bluebelis = I had seen them
[ ?

all in grandmotner's picture book. A few months ago I nad
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rage 17.
recited 2 poen for grandfather's birtnhdays It wae about t.e
noise ducxs make when rising from a lake, gatie and I nad
pung & song aboud bluebells for grandmother's birtadays I had
drecumed of thlellandscape often, bui this was real,

Many years later, analysing thls unforgettadle day
of my early childhood,I understood that I had seen a typical
nicture of Rueslia, recorded by Russian painters and poets for
generations, ricitures of tnese landscepes nad been shown to
me by my grendparents tc develop a love for kRuesie in me. Only
then did I understand what grandfather had meant wioen ae once said
that e aud the soldiers were protecting Russlu « sc taat no
Tarvars with thelir walps would ever agein gallop acronc the

uceian meadows, £0 that no Nepoleon's army would ever agein

-y
2

rarp over the country roade ol Russlia, so that a shepherd boy

c*

could lie on thne grass without fear and the ducizs gould setile
on tho lakes,
Sitting in the carriage on that day of ay first j.urney,
I thrilled in anticipation of seaing yet another familliar land=
gcapes liere 1t was - a barefooted boy wita 2 reed Tlute up a
tre2e, hle trocusers torz at the knee. Ve passced a tlirch grove;
4%

I acard the muraur of a orooi and sew &an ol milli lesning side-

ways a littles Three Dearded pessanis were silting on the girocund

Y

atling blaek (rye?) bread end drinking water from the brook -
exactly as in the painting in our froant hells

Tho horses suddenly increased their speed and we
entered a X one-street villages A flock of calckens and geese
ran nolsily in different directilons {rom under the carriage.

We nad our lunech in a hut -« curd cheese width sour
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Page 18
erean, rye bread and nilk,

An hour later we were on our way agains The
road pasced thweough & siand of oak, then a pine wood, Ahead,
in & nealdow, 8tood & large one-storey house surrounded by
broad veorandahs

"aore 1t your home" said Demlan the coacamane "The
1andlord;e nueo s on the left, a mile Irom here',

Life in the cruntry was gqulite differeat to the life
I had been accustomed to, There were no more faliry ctoirlos
and no more prayers, wé llived and ate ocub on the verandah
and onls slapt in the house, Even the lavatory was ouiside

ne housd,

In the morning we 2ll went swimaming in & near-hy
lakXec., In tho afternoons Tndina usually took Nina, Xatle,
Natacha and me to the woods to pielr flowere and « ae the geacon
progressed - berries and am:shrooms. Tie rost of the tine wo
wore lolt to our own devicess A% the home cf owr graadparentis
¥atie and I wepre nover lefi alon2,

Two oy thres days after my arrival, mother returned,
8he told me that grandfather wes feeling bebter anl was asking
for me, Therelore, 1f I wished, I could go oaxe in Ll mornlng.
This was thoe begianing of aumerous wrips between town aad
counilye

The etmosshere at home had changed conciderablys
Grandfather was definitely fading awaye He would be glad to
see me, but would tirs quickly, He wae ofien delirious, Grande

mother divided her time between me and grandfather,

There weas 2 large box of sand in our gardea for

Katie and mey, but I had autgnown the sandboxs inztoad of
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We were on ourway again in an hour. The road
passed through an oak grove then a pine wood; ahead, in a
meadow stood a large, one-storey house surrounded by a broad
verandah,
"Here is your home" said Demian the coachman. "The
landlord's house is on the left, a mile from here',
Life in the country was quite different to the life
I had been accustomed to - there were no more fairy stories and
no more prayers, We lived and ate out on the verandah and only
slept in the house. Even the tollet was outside,
In the morning we all went swimming in a near by lake.
In the afternoons Undina usually took Nina, Xatie, Natasha and
me to the woods to pick flowers and - as the season progressed -
berries and mushrooms. The rest of the time we were left to
our own devices, At the home of our grandparents Katie and I
were never left alone,
Two or three days after my Rxxxkx arrival im, mother
returned
zamExExezk., She told me that grandfather was feeling better
and asking for me. , Therefore, if I wished, I could go home in
s Wy S numerous trips
the morning. —Phes—eegan. ny| EaRkinUANKXRXXgriMaxE between town

and country, XX

The atmosphere at home had changed considerably.
Grandfather was definitely fading away. He would be glad to
see me, but would quimkkyxgeixtiredx tire quickly. Ooften he

was delirious. Grandmother would divide her time Dbetween

me and grandfather.,
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rage 19,

playing, I would wander aimlesnsly along tiie garden paths, I
would casen the mosd of i@ house and subconsciously worry
atoul grandlaiiers orancmo taer would notice this and send me
beciz tc the counitrys

Thon grandfathor would asik for mo agalin and would
worry aboul mes I would he sent for. So I itravelled bhack
and forth every few days, I loved thess trips botween the
country house and home,

Puringz tais perlod I did not have an opoortunity
> & ) 'J

of getting betheor acquainted with my mother, for when I was

©

in the counteyy sie was usually in towa, and vice versa,
In the firet week of Septemnber granafatner pesscoed
aveys I was in the countyry a8t the itine,

carriege waa sent o bring

~

-2

Undina, 1ina, Katis
and me home Jor the [funeral,

On ouwr arrival, lilchael with hic Tace swollen and
eyes red, btook us tu the balliroom, A2 I entered khkm an

scent

cvarpovoring =fur ol flowers almoet choked me., The windows
were clcusad and shuttered, bwreaths andé garlands of flowers
wiae coffin whiech stood in the center of 4ae roomn,
in front of tne icons, Three
large candles were 11t at the hLead of tne colfin. Grandmether

in a black dress stocd besicde ite A monlk wae readings the
L

galas by the light of 2 small candles Tho room was full of
¥ Ot

A corpse clothed in grendifather's dress wnilora lay in
ae ecoffine I knew immediately that it was not grandflatier =
there was no warathy; no smile for me, I kZissed his forehead

as I had been instructed to,; and the coldness of the cor-
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Page 20
penotrated througn me and frizhtened me, This was & nunnmy.
vas bthe whole houselwld bewliched o think that this was
grandfather? Where was grandfatiaer? I hed never faced death
beforc, 1 nad never even seén a dead bird, AV that moment X I
longed for my grandfather -« O roassure me that thore was

nothing to fear, to hold me Ltight, so that I would Imow that he

I went to hie 1idbrery hoping to {find him, The roon

wee dark, lighted only by uthe Tlickering votive light I loved

W

go muchj; howevor, unls bime 1t cast strange proy ehadows, I

{-s

wanted Light -« bright light ovorywhers,
Lirst onecounter with the problen ol life
and deatn = Light and darinoss,

The only memory I have of the funeral is the drizzle
of the seasonal raln and the tolling of the beile wnich tore
1y heart to plieces,

The day aiftor graandfathenr'e fTunovel mothor said that
the war with Japan was over, the ireaity cigneds It vas time for
her o rowurn 10 Horbin., She asked grandmotiior 1T she would
1ike to come and live with her, Graandmotier reoslled that sie
would stey here whore Lao spirit of lilehsel licholaeviteh s3ill

liveds She wondered whether mciiner would teowe .atle and me back

wilth her o Maachurlic or leave ug. Mother replied thal the

fote

eclision was catlirely up o us. xatie wanted to bo with lNina,

£

b

T C

> K% AL oy s
se to atay with grandmothern,

7

A wesl later mother {ouad a ameller apartnent for
grandmother and me, hiced a german governess o take o Harbin

with her, and was ready to leave,
Daegha decided to womain in Russia. Undina was willing
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Page 21
Yo go with mother to take care of Tanlia and Serge.
In the middle of September grandmotiher and I
acconpanied aother and the children to the wharf and saw then
off on thelr jouwrney to Nanchuria,

The sgeasonal raindpegiin on the day of grandfather's
funoral, There was 2 sharp Jdrop 1ln temporature., The sky was
overcast, -The water of the Volga had a muddy yollowisn tin?rL_

I did not mind the children loaving, Due %o ny
conbtinual jJjouraeylng votweon counitry aand town I haed not developed

-

any special friendehip with any of tem, Xatle had not boen my

Y

playmate thils summer, She had spent her time wiih Nina, Hlowever,
ae I steed on the pler waving to tne ouigolng shnip, it seoemed

slutehin

Q

to me that o big grey shadow of the overcast sky was

C‘l

at me, lllkc a cold hand, Then I saw it, It was not the salp I
¢ waving ats It was owr home floatling away a&long the Volga,
I oavw geandfather stonding in the glass turrel waving
I suédenly reallized that I was not a ba.y any 201roe 1
up during the summer, I was tall, thin aad aviward, I had been

waving goodbye to my beautiful babrhood. I £x Tinaily undersiocod
et grandfatier wae gone for cver. I and gracdmotivr were left

2lone to face thie strange, grey, world - vwiere not everything is

muslc and sunshines I wee frighlened and forgot to look at the

croeses - Lo see the raindrops taat looked like pearils,



SEE N e A S e edd W8 Teegas
2 SRR R D o m!ﬁ,vﬂhb«mm »zxf!:_
P MR B PaasE Wt o RaniiR e A.MW(:

&
»I@ SLETRT VRSN A .
e - B e T T R 'd*m m-‘w A RETAIRY M"
W"‘fm n, VA L e TR T 20 it "MCM -

N 3R B0 e oadvanl st Dl @02 Mals & 538 7
Becade e Fom B T Lo e oa remited uDiaored facd i
o oot Adaisae Fiton |7 24 2 st Tovecs o
‘1-.@..'5' alpppoae tu =200 TS .u::.w:.‘a‘ <IaiaE WA WSt
Bepoed §1 GPLeA e Mo el godvey edy ocd g desta 0 o
I'ﬁb&#&t-&; SR S0 a s B Lo voladn xess b4 B TR v A

5 gtinelr e ol gl v 3 gl IEaE Alrdon BESC ¢ 36
WSEAWE Sl - A0 e =R 25 N3P TiEIEEl Ry
‘”‘“:_Il‘lrl St 1 B B Al Mbsas b e T
w&: L Aagun '3 = Enit oS Fivy tomoss Ut £
dobe Sy ;o v y | g I ._'._'.'I?fu_' W anfrat :
boctaselome 5 inL” S ¢ MeYZnighdiee o endlal Iubg
$I4L MW T Jin o s T Feawy ertin mad) SRISEIVE e
21 mabit. e e o0 1 e aSeente afll MadT of wliol-
ﬂ!é:&;.iwi T ol e B JAisey ) eneluiig Iom sgmg

W| AR Bl ST CAPSInAm find o A = et




Page 22,

LIFE WITH GRAITDMOTHER

Oour new home was a second floor FTlat in a two-storied house,
ith a large verandah overlooking the garden. We had the furniture from
he dining room and grandmother's sitting room. Grandmother and I shared a
edroom. There was also a room for my new teacher - Maria Ivanovma who
aught me Russian grammar,

Natasha, our cook, and Masha the maid, moved with us. Their
ooms were in the kitchen wing. Michael and the other orderlies could
>t remain with us any longer. Michael took Martishka to the regimental
tables where he could give her good care. He came regularly to see
nether he could do anything for us,

loohed afte

The man bhet 4beoleggpee—ef the yard attended to the heating,
blished the floorsand trimmed the m lamps.

Medor and Grunka came with us,

Grandmother exchanged our grand piano for an upright one which
itted nicely into her sitting room.

I began to take piano lessons and joined a group of children
or dancing lessons. Grandmother taught me French grammar.,

The routine of our life became adjusted to my needs and wishes,
randmother became my constant companion. $She read to me, took me to
hildrens' plays, the ballet and other forms of entertainment. We visited
randfather's grave every week. A garden bench stood near the grave where
randmother would sit and talk to grandfather, sharing our life with him.

We attended church service every Sunday morning at an old

onvent a few blocks from our home.

On the few occasions &t grandmother went out alone, I would

o to the kitchen to see Natasha. She always had af{samovar on

ne kitchen table. Masha would come in, .am# we would all drink tea and talk.
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Page 23.

TEEs kn the kitchen I learned of the existence of hobgoblins
0 lived in ovens. Natasha said that our hobgoblin was very friendly
d that she would do everything to keep him so. She-even baked a small
@ roll for him when baking bread, and left it in the oven. The next
rning only a few crumbs remained.

Masha wondered if mice could have eaten it. "Could be", Natasha
plied, "but I left the roll for the hobgoblin, and if he let the mice
wve it - that's his business,
ympha To me, the most interesting topic of conversation was the water
who came out of the Volga on to a sandy beach by moonlight, to comb their
ng green hair with golden combs., In their clear, musical voices, they
ng a song which would Q%ﬁégre the soul of any man passing by.

Another popular~%a£zélof our kitchen discussions was that of
‘ovned women who came out of the Volga, wrapped in white shrouds, water
reaming from their hair - to haunt their old homes.

iy Calis

I would listen to sush=bkalk with my heart heeddswms in my throat,
ose pimples all over my body. It never occurred to me to share these
ories with my grandmother - they belonged to the kitchen, to Natasha
d the hobgoblin.

Avdotia, a peasant woman from across the river came once a week

- bring fresh butter and black bread to market, and stayed overnight

3
th Natasha. When she arrived, I would go to the kitchen to greet her and
ayed for tea.

Avdotia would talk about crossing the river, the bad weather,
" Puck who lived in the pinefzzsg’surrounding her village. Puck was
pecially bad in stormy weather. He would lure men into the depth of
e woodSand leave them there to drown in the swamp or freeze to death
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Page 24.
othing a man can do about it" she would say "but cross himself and
11l on God, then no spirit can touch him., The trouble is that a man
nics and swears at the wxaamk forest and at Puck; then Puck is sure to
t the best10f him",
I would recall grandfather's words - "Be strong in spirit and
ace your trust in God. Fear is the root of all evil',
My life was full. I would have been completely havpy were it not
r the strange phenomenon of life and death which had entered my mind
th grandfather's passing. I was confused and frightened because I
uld not understand. At that age I tried to find an answer in the shadows-
the design of light and darkness,
Grandmother worried. Sitting at grandfather's grave she would
y:- "Michael Nicholaevitch, I just do not know what to do. This kind of
fe is not right for Lialia. She is a little girl§ only seven jears old.
e should be with her family, have her sisters to play with. Here she d:ﬁkﬁ\
ays with mey or is in the kitchen with the servants. I think it would
better Tfor her if we went to Manchuria to live with Mhrguerite.

¢

Fire - the aftermath th1905 revolution -~ finally forced her to
decision.

It was early in the spring with the snow still on the ground, when
re burst out simultaneously in six different places on the outskirts of

——— ) T -
e town(ig\ff? middle of the nighty It quickly united into a continuous

ont, surrounding the town&ﬁmoving rapidly towards the center.

I awoke 1in the morning to a strangely grey sky and a smoky
nospnere. Tiny pieces of burnt paper floated through the air,

As the fire progressed, people were evacuated into the streets
th their belongingswhile firemen furiously soaked the houses with water

their attempt to halt the fire,
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Page 25.
our turn came at about seven o'clock that night. Michael and
the soldiers came to move us out when the settlement in the ravine,
about ten blocks from our house, caught fire,

The night was dark except for the bright glow which
surrounded the town.

Natasha took me to the edge of the ravine to see the fire, I
was almost hypnotized by the ocean of flame at my feet. Golden-red
tongues with blue edges licked the small w.oden huts Jumping quickly
from one to another, Falling logs, consumed by the fire, sent off
fountains of sparks. Streams of water zigzagged through the air., The
firemen in their black uniforms looked like devils with forks. The
whole ravine was an illusion of hell - yet it was grandiose,

It was the screams that brought me back to my senses, forcing
me to look around. Ghastly faces covered with ashes, tightened lips
and eyes filled with terror, met my gaze. Sitiing on their shabby
belongings ( for the ravine was the settlement of the poor) most of
the women appeared stunned, Some were praying - for they assumed
that the end of the world had come, others were crying.

Here 1t was again, the grandeur of the fire on the one hand,
and the horror of the dicaster on the other. Light and darkness,

Michael and the coldiers came to mcve us back to the house at
three o'clock in the morning.

The fire in the ravine was under control. Dark clouds were
gatnering across the sky and the first spring rain could be expected
at any moment. It took two more days to put the fire out completely.

When the catastrophg was over and life recumed it's normal

course, grandmother told me that we would soon leave for Manchuria.



S8 eaRT -

hos Dessioln & L t=at pooid o Weves Sodk &5 emsd maud )
WaivaE e Gl Jreeskddwa s Kudw S0 oy ovem of Smld 8%el-lin end
a4t Jragss ,sased o nowd BUBGId fwd Tuode

wolaw woly Fusind ol 1ot fgesza Nwad aaw ddsia eAT
iwod artd belmsiorum

I «mi2 el ea> of wuivan 9nd o ssbe efd phoew deot adaadal
éﬂw,toll Fast e Je eesit 1o apeto Ol Yd Lusiloogyd Fhoala uBw
wouxp Jrigery oove rebe v lisan edl bowell sapbe ool A¥Iw psumacd
BYo Fxen L eull dar U PHuDENO L eNcl salilsY (mAaIecA 68 S30 Tod
ol <Xbn S8 gmiond CAnsEERly ThiEv 30 Emewrd L udusld e smladricd
T (olTe o Jiv pllve. el casocl atfsellay sosls A2ely mi ferenll
Ben P iiny b Ja Sew = Jleff X0 aolagfit na n;u sitves = Lodw

anlowol wenasn Lr o aloc SN MgLOTE Jerd Rezo%Ly S84 Aey J1
AAE Denstiolt | tones Wily bewevpn poond vidamto (Hauons Hool of Al
NOdRAE mturls o Al AAL LeEam W Ime  aonied A2 Salfty doyw Sax

S0 -doom (fuoursnd o Jhvsalides el dav enlivay ard %el 1 agnlumo.nd
SRLH

Deptid 2 Lo w suifzatn %4 SWOE  Dannuda Dotasy A ARSOY L
R wardo ., Broo Olow afy Lo Lpe edd TS
DR e T x - et ol | plenk NAY G4 uENG

1 . :
Seengrad unn Jarte JIONSG 8ES B AASSe il S Te AoTIon oid Lisn

Vs bepdl ofd 03 Apsel . E=Up g oeeno oaelblou ead Li KosiolE
ap s 9.7 L ALY, Feund

s hesfo dead Jreminaea nebaw s holvan wad 23 =Y Adl
Greeks 08 BlUpS Aen  mle peuln and Bps pan oid Niosa satanadan
.';:.odziqmw Qe o5l sie v o rel eupe o83 o) 5 s « Jﬂﬂlu b 417 IR F

wrstst ® DY bessoon o1le b wovo 2o¥ -WW’%Q..’.%- pHd (N
Sbrianan vt evesl mooc Hincw v Jadd en bict aelfopbuEng . suidn




Page 26.

B¥ the middle of April we were ready to leave. Michael toolk
Medor and Natacha adopted Grunka., Some of our fktends persuaded
grandmother to leave her furniture with them until she wat sure that
€he would stay in Manchuria.

At that time distances seemed much greater than they do now,
and Manchuria was concidered to be at the end of the world. Grandmother
wae cure that Qe would never return and that I would never see Russia
again, <o she decided to show me the Volga on our way. We went up the
river to it's source, then down to the Caspian Sea and back again to
Eyzrangwhere we boarded the train for Manchuria,

Volga ics not a spectacular river. It is broad and quiet,
rxrxixx flowing placidlyxamaxg between fields, meadows and hill, It
was the first great trade route between the north and the Caspian _ea,

The Ruccians have a special love for the Volga. They call it "Mother

Volga". The land on either side i:c fertile and the river is rich with

fish,

Many historical events are connected with the Volga, and
there are many songs é;ﬁif33!&=%e it. ,

Grandmoth:r showed me a map of th;V 3 and told me about

the hicstorical events which took place atong—the—Volga.

—ﬁi&-éfiﬁe Volga steamers were luxurious, They all had three
decks, The narrow top deck containing the bridge and captain's cabin
was for crew members weady, The restaurant, the firct and second class
cabins were located on the middle deck., The third class passengers -
the peasant§ small merchants and sometimes students, occupied the
lower deck., It was this deck that drew my attention because of the

spontaneous gayety of the people.

Stan %Eg_at the rail of the middle deck I would look down
towards the st 7here the third class passengers sat on their
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3tru_ Page 27.

belongings. ¥ man would usually play the harmonica, another would
dance the Kamarinskaya. The women in their bright kerchiefs would
cla? in tune  while the young girls would cast killingg;géggjat the
men, while the latter would pull at their mustaches, Loud laughter

Cl‘,v\
from the lower deck and ¥H5Ee echo from the water and hills would reach

my ears,

At twilight songs of the Volga would come from the lower

\ .
deck aﬂt*carr§g§é away into the sixteenth to eighteen centuries when
there were no steamers along the Volga. I would not hear the voices
from the lower deck, but the voices of boat haulers pulling TRe loaded

barges up the river, singing the songs of the Volga. I would see
AN e~

them straining alongﬂthe banks§, sweat running down their unshaven
o
faces, the straps,cutting into their xz sun tanned flesh,

Another vivid picture recorded in my mind during this trip
iy eeneaded

along the Volga was—dn-gconnection with the "Zheguly" - the region of
the highest hills along the Volga which had been made famous by the
notorious outlaw Stienka Razin & who in the middle of the seventeenth
century had his headquarters in a cave in these hills., <ctienka Razin
had bpeen the leader of a large band. He terrorized the population
along the Volga by robberies, the execution of boyars, rich merchants
and O/?whﬁ_ officers, fome Russians concidered him a rebel who
faught for the righte of the people., Many songs and 1egendsjh:£é

composed about vtienka Razin,

P-lew
When our steamer was Sods this region, the third class

ng Mg
passengers started to sing the famous Stienka Razin song; a 1
canen (D)

a row of brightly decorated gcawrees(?) appearing from behind an island.
I could see £tienka Razin in the first canoe, lifting his bride, the

beautiful princess, and throwing her into the river to avoid discord
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Page 28.
among his men, I could hear his band singing the requiem for the
soul of the prinecesss

I had once asked grandmother where I ome from and she
had replied that I had been an angel before the stork brought me to
their home., Standing at the rail ef—the-deek I pondered: - if I,
being an angel in the 16th - 18th centufps, had been flying over the
Volga, then I could have actually seen the Volga boatmen along the
river's bank, and Stienka Razin attacking the boyars and 4§ merchants,
throwing the piincess into the river. Now, in assocliation with the
song I remembered the past,

There was no restuarant on the lower deck, Meals were not
served to the third clacss pascengers who brought their food with them,
It usually consisted of black bread, smoked herring, fresh vegetables
and fruit in season. The steamship com any provided a samovar which
was placed on the open stern deck where people liked to sit. They would
help themselves to tea and talk,

I would sneak down to the lower deck and join the crowd.
Their conversation was similar to that of Natasha and Avdotias spirits
and apparitions were always involved.

One of these stories, told by an old peasant with a long
white beard and faded blue eyes is especially clear in my mind.

"once in a while", he beaan; ;n The middle of a clear, frosty
night, seven wplves would come to our village, wagging their tails
and snooping around. The wolves would walk in line, one behind the
other;-ghe first one would be white, and the last one would have blood
on his pawg. The horses would not snort at them, nor would the dogs
bark. Showing their white teeth, they would poke their nocses into

the church yard - looking for a sinner, If the priest were a brave

one, he would mix his buckshot with goat hairs and shoot at the
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Page 28.

wolves, In the morning he wwuld find seven o0ld women lying in a row
in the middle of the road, all of them bleeding. The first one would
be grey and the last one would be lame., If the priest approached them
with his silver cross held high above his head, they would turn ®to
ashes and fade away. No trace would be left on the whidpe snow."

He stopped, then said "God be with us" and every body repeated
after him "God be with us",

A complete silence settled over the deck for a few minutes,

picked up a

then someone Xuurkmdxkik® harmonica and a gay song about a rich merchant

W
who ment to the fair, spread over the Volga.
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omol ot Barly W boarded & frain at Souzran on our vay to
Manchuriay Our schecuie vas as follovei Oug yesk {rom Souzpan to
{Cnelyabinsk wiere ve would ange trains SoF Irautsk, Tires veeks
hatan e vould aTeive At Iriutes 204 tese 4aathes, trais to Station
Menesuria onythe Menehurlan bérder sare wother was . to.meet us.
irotner changejef tratnspeendudn.tines days yeovauld 1zesch Harbin.
vorooie had feofipaboclagsccoupartieat it W0 lever entas and e
vbeblesbyphite iwindew Detucenitieméile, but these 15 no order”,
hgnthenpailway pempany didimo%.swpply jeither Limen or biankets,
wesearrded. these twi teousencGrandmether nade up our beds,.covered, buen
Iwithispreads and brigatly.goleured pilloys, cthus tpanforming them into
sattrackive apdoconfenteble studio toeuehes for dayytine usey, onvn0
rrince o Therpelwesspoirestavpand onodje wreine. Fogd eeyld- either be
mb'taMtatrsmiwmmmuthcunnnn'ramd ingonwgriently
“lecated; or-at handy peasant markets sitwated alongside the' railway
Xines. ané ~lesdad ) w Wiag the N
eanoe. LuPeasants from rearby-villages brought roast chickens, ducks,
geese, local game and fish, for.saleoyvhen e/ train was due. lot borsch
andipics stuffed with either-meat; Lubttrv;" gcarrots. could alvays ve
JourchasedinoMiikeandrweunds of fresh butter, curd cheese, freshly baked
bread and hot dakbd!potatolcovered the stallsss (11 wuwrsaels,
Alioohn @ Grantoiother ubefigrandfatherls army canteen {o-bring thesfood
%0 our compartmenti =Inlbved to go with her to.these narkets,. -deves,
ags in thethird olass of the Volgh steamer, gayety preveiled. Fhe women
“weTe very pirotd of theld products, the well risen bread, the nicely
"frovned ehiekens AT the'goldbrsbrown crustion their ples. Laughter and
jokes coule” e"héard o®all Eides, and o hermontke woldd be pibying
PR ARRDre Jio Goor separsted the &y (.o .tep. fron the sntrunce
pLetlons mwe traim cohductor fille@ cur teapod with boiling watemat
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PGe 32
each stope Ve vere very comforiable,

Grandmother had her knittlng with her, ._he wa. alwajs
knitting sweaters and stockings for ﬁe, beadspreades etc. he liked
to play cards end succeeded in finding congeniel éompanions. For
me shoe broucht along & new boolk on early Russian hiitory,

It began with the year of 862 when the Ru:ssians invited
the Varangians fpom across the see to come and rule the country -
because "The 1und iz rich end fertile, but there i1c no order”,

Thic book was baced on folk tales wwich had been pacced
on by word of mouth {rom one generation %o another, and wav full of
legends and cupersztitiens of the times, It discuzsed such eplsodec
as Prince Igor'e campalign agalnst the Gumanc, It vividly pre.ented
Frincess Yaroclavna, the wife of Igor, who stood on the town well
oach night of the campaisn erying and calling like a cuckoo,

Yarc. lavna acoused the wind cf directing enemy arrovs a

beloved troopt and pleedesd with the Dnlepr river %o brins the Ruzsian

W

canoe. bagk to hery
It vividly deccribed the pericd of pPrince viadinir the
ainte The de.truction of ldels and the baptlita ol the Rucsian
people in the Dniepr river.
The exploite of the loegendary knights Ilia Mourometiz,
Aliecha Popovich and Wikita Dobrinya = vho 2ingle hended protected
the Rusoian border against Mongolian attacks - had not been forgotten.
Thic book on Rufslian histery blended in nicely with op
recently acquired knowledge of cprites and apparitions. Grandnotaer
read it to me whenever I was disposed to licten,
The average :2peed of the train wa:¢ approximately 25 miles

per hour, No door separated the carriage Lteps from the entrance

platfore and I soon discovered that the top step was the best place
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PEe 35
on the train, oitting here I would be carried along - only the
wind in ny face and the woods or tae steppes around me, wild frult
tree: wore in full biocom thelr branches bending under the welight of
bloszoms, The sieppe was & velvet-green carpet painted here or
thore with bright {lowers, As we entered the weod: of cClberia
thore were paiches ofsnowe brooks gurgled everywvhere, and early spring
flovers peeped cut here and there, The leave: were frech and of
different chedes of green, I watched a swara of gnatt playing in the
golden bean of the setiing cunjy or the evening mist stretehing it's
bluich-gray cobwebs among the trees,

Once I crept out av night, while grandmother wac asleep,
and sat on the bottom step of the carrlage, dangling my feet in the
air - the wind tearing at ay nightgown, The moonlight cast fantactic
shadows from the ¢liffs and trees, Clinglng to the handrail I was
£illed with o strange excitement and fear. I felt I wac ono of the
oprites - a relative of Puck, My imagination took me deep into the
woods, I saw elve: and gnomes and lictened o the song of foresti
nyophs = or wats it the zong of the nigshtingele?

Thus the tims Slipped by unnoticed, and before I realized

it, wve had reached tae Manchurian border,
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Page 34,

MANCE I B

It 12 ono thing to seec a picture of a Cainese Mandarin, or
to listen to grandmother reading Jule Vern's adventures of a Chinese
Ralle

It 15 an entirely different thiang to face a mob of six foot
tall Chinanmen yelling and tearing at your luggages This ic what we
facod stepping out of the rallway carriage at the Manchurian borders 1
wae stunned and I belleve Grandmother was toos I do not know what would
have happened if my mother had no% appeared on the scene., oshe shouted
one word, thai sounded to me like "Tsoubo", and all the.e blg Chinamen
secattered in different direections, like chickene fleeing Lfroa under
the wheel:s of & moving carricge.

"welcome home Mama", mother said %o grendmother, ".how Peter
your cuitecacsec and he will teke care of them; later he will atitend to
Jour baggage. o have pienty of time",

A man in porter's uniform stepped out from behind mother
and ctarted to check our sulteases,

Mother caid "Let us go to the carriage, 1t is quite a
distance froa herel

-0 we bvegan to walk along and acrouc the railroad tracks,
The air we. hot, the humidity high. we finally came to a third elasc
Anericch Pullman on a siding.

Eatys Nlina and detache Jumped out to meet us, iHere I had

nother .urprice, Froa the cer platform we entered, what seenmecd to be,

%]

& large dining rooms Three otudio couches were set along the walls,
A larce table cet for the evening meal stood in front of ono'of then,
A long wooden bench wae on the opposlite .1de of the table, Twe chaire
were placed at the ends, Thore wore 2lso a couple of arnchairs and

tmall tadbles near the couches, Twe regular railroad compartmentis
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Pge 35

were located behind the dining rooms A% the end of the car ithere
vas & halfl conpariment for Feter the porier, next 40 & compact builtein
kitchen, In addition to taking care of the car and arranging for its
trancportatlion, he prepered owr meals, There was also a saall chower
roon and lavatorys

I learned later that the rallway company provided care for
the uie of its staffs Howevor, usually these were small, f{ir:teclasco
Ruccian cars, neatly poliched inside. The nusmber avallable was smeller
then the number of siafll members, and in order to avoid sharing one, ny
father had ecked for a thirdeclact American Pullman which he had remodelled
to sult hie needs,

some time during the night, the ecar had been connected to o

)

freight trein, when I ewoke in the morning, we were pa..ing high

-

mouwntains and clilfs,

L2

i. & legend about Manchuria. The Rucsians sey it

mia
ine

O

-

originated among oo Christian Chine.e-= the Chlnese say it ic Ruucian,

hose ever it iz, ho io- 1 goes as follows:= vhen God crosted the

a i : .. o
earthy, he planted grass and !5 ore in the meadows, He Tilled the
oceans and riverc with watler, 7ile 1~%%ef pins: 1Ih s north e pelnc

bl

2t the Equater, Everything had iisc [l-oce. Then God sent his angel
o cee 1T cUarything was in order, The augel flew 2lowly, admliring
the beaut; of God's crection. .uddenly he ctopnod = there was an
enpty cpace where ¥anchuria wes suppoved 0 be, oniy the {flame burning
at the center of tae earth could be seen, He ruched back to heaven.
"Your ionour" he addre-ced God, "we have forgoiien Manchuria, There ia
notiaing there dbut an exmpty cspace”,

| "well, well", seld God; "I heve used all ay seed:, dbut le’
us see vhat we can do",
He went into the barn, took a2 broom, 2wepl all the cornor

and shook all the cacks in which he had kept hic see . Thuc he
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Pae 36
collected 2 sack full of differont kinds of seedo~ from the south
and from the north, from the west and from the easts and gave it
4o the angel.

"mhrow thle over Manchuria", he said o the angel, "comething
will cover the hole and something will grow there”,

comething did growe Kanchurian vegetation is 2 mixtwre of
the norii and the eouth,

There ;re vlg northern pines in the woods and wild grepe
vines wind ebout the trees. lorthern moss coverz the ground; and
ferns of the ssuth grow in the ravines, wild flowers range fron
lily=of=tho=valley to orchids,

¥orthern bears live in tho woods and tigers c¢an be mel in
the mountainse, 4

where ever I looked I tev the grandeur of nature, but novhere
could I see the blue cupolas with golden crosces « the fanlliar _ight
of Ruseiec, Inztead, now wmmd then, x small gray huts in a2 large field
would nmeeil oy gaze, A Chinecse man would be sitting near a huit smoking
his pipe; the women would be picking roots in the field, 2 dozen heall
naked, diriy, Chinese children =« with larce Waads and thin arms and

ess = ollowod by a dozen starved looking dogs, would run towards

]

the pacssing train,

But wita Nina, XKatie and Natasha; I really hed no time for
ireening or meditation. we were a llively bunch, hanging helf wa out
of the trein windowa, teacing each other and sharing whatever we saw,.

Grandmother knitted in the dining roocm, mother talked to
ner and played solitalre,

20 the three daye pasced by and we arrived in Harbdine
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PE. 57

We reached Harbin late in the afternoon - it had been
hot and humid. My aunt 0lga had driven out to m?et us in a=TEEst
two-wheeled carriage drawn by a single horse,‘an& seaties two. Our
coachman Dimitriy was also wailting, in a carriage for four.

Mother took Nina and Natasha and drove the two-wheeled
carriage home. Aunt 0lga, grandmother, Katie and I went with Dimitriy.

It had g 11 been like a dream:- the pair of beautiful,
perfectly matcﬁeq,black horses, Dimitriy in his black sleeveless jJacket
and red saﬁzgxshirt wilth full sleeves; the five mile drive along a dusty
road among scorched fields; the small dirty village with a crooked
unpaved street; then an avenue of blooming acacia trees and the
guards at the gate. Another stretch of acacia trees, then a park
with huge elms, their trunks from two to three feet in diameter,
il

green grass was starred with bright flowers and a herd of deer, dis-

+h

blooming shrubs were scattered among them, The velvet

turbed by our passing,rose to the alert.

To the right was a large, single storeyed house. To the
left a rose garden. A circular flower bed about twelve feet in
diameter was in front of the entrance. A row of cannas and gladioll,
Shaped like bird wings, stretched on both sides of the entrance along
the facade.

Children and doges apvoeared in the distance.

A €hinese, six foot tall, with a pigtail hanging to below
his knees, dressed in a long blue Chinese robe and soft blue Chinese
slippers, opened the front door.

I wondered whether I had stepped into a tale from the
Arabian Nights.

To the right of the entrance hall was the drawing roomn,
to the left a library, and in front of us was the dining room. Music

and singing came from the drawing room, laughter could be heard



VS «8%

ek D45 IR - mec XN o4 ul 8del ntdsii Desvasa sy
AR uzL’.;: ooy o Jwo meviad Sad s3I0 Jaus (R WDHimol bas. dof
TED OV Aol j &v sutod olnala a xd awsid o aiTisd Holeodw-owd
JIIeL SO Ln3as0 8 b gridiay nals rov wiedimit neadosos

helvedv-ond ) otois Hes £ins3al bun anlh soos coxioN
Jotved ol pEly Exey I boa ity (nedd ombmaty. SBL0 Jaidd  .emad 8F3iTial

LS Iaa0d 1o iy ol =cmasuwb o pAlL pesd LZ 5 Shd 3T
Josont seafovocta dosld rid Al whediulQ  cddved ¥owlu verdulam 'w”i":e_q
o ub 2 puols SYAibh Hlln ovii sild isoveels LIux aA3le Julil '”&aa Do bas
coloeso & g3ly epofily @aih [lame sad (sdiell Loloidou JOGS S&07
g Disa seond alvsus andmeold 1o aunsva me g6l (Jesads duyvaonn
Gune 4 nedd | ozl mioans To doderds wentoth jeday eds 4n ubuais
JRGGESID X1 34 nean? of ot motl sind aledd [ amie egwil d:t\’
Foviov o7  Lownd ooos bBomoditsoe SdMov «digiz Rotmeold 10 w
=ngh eel ld L can swawel? dARlad 4l Donusdn Mnw A1H1Y SRUAR
dnele add o vhot gnicing 2wo ¥d dadult

ol @ .u.U0sl Lewaneds Bluls e4ual & ey iyl ead ol

fl deuz Bvland ducda LHud tevoll maluoais X Aeboey wroz 8 31l

AIeBA L bee  anuny Lo VoS A JO0aBW e odd Te dmoil Oi Eaw: 4a3susl)
io.lie SanBssin o (o ~Hul i dFod o Deposen?s (LAdly Drald oL Lngag

LDA08T Bl

Sttt GiE n2 Devwecis el pon' pow=iIgD

rofud of sAtaa £2nain = J(fhw JI5RE Jovt XIf (N6l A
o el auld #los urn edep sropddd anbd gpek A nl besseoth,  Eeeyd <l
Jooh dness vdd Degege asT il

958 weecy alsd 5 oot Dageds Bad I qendody Leveboew I
ML anleaty

Mmoot grediped epd cav Loy sonewdoe and 2o Jjoaty edd of
ptiuN mawr Nlgll asd ARy o4 Io nowl b Bus vissdll A J3ef ey of
beaseyl o Blyeo tulepusl moos guAwash sud soul emac aalamis Dan

> S a il adind F



Pg. 38

frgg;the library. We stepped into the dining room with a table
seatmg at least thirty.

Katie took me by the hand. "“Come", she said "I will
show you the rest of the house and the nursery". we walked along
a corridor with a row of doors on the right. The left wall was almost
completely made of glacs,

Katie, walking in front of me began to ennumerate: -

"Thic is the éuest room, this ic uncle Niél's room, this is Aunt Olga's
room, this is Nina's room and min€eeees"

I was looking in the opposite direction,through the glass,

o ?
_;:§§;:¥§ my breath. Here was a room made of glass; the floor was

green tile, there were palms, banana trees, and other tropical plantc,
Some had roots ;;;gggn in the air. I had only seen plants like that
in picture books. There were paths and marble benches among the
trees, A golden pheasant was drinking ws&s:r from a fountain., Canaries
were flying in and out of a six foot open cage. A white cockatoo

was swinging on a trapeze near another large, open cage.

Katie turned to me. "Oh", she said, "this is father's
winter garden. The canaries belong to aunt Olgé, the pheasant to
uncle Niel, the cockatoo is ours, I will show it toyou later. Wwe
must see Fraulein (our German governess) and let her know that we
are here',

We started off again and finally entered a room with an
oval table 5 for at least sixteen percons, in the center,

"This is where we eat and study", Katie explained, "There
is Natasha's, Taniya's and cerge's bedroom., Fraulein's room is next
to that. -ej§i?ln" she called" we are here", A large woman came
out and ag;reﬁsed us in German.

I did not understand German and was more interested in
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Pg. 39
a row of six windows with lows broad sills, overlooking the drive-
way and rose garden., The windows were wide open (screens were not
use®k at that time).

T saw a group of children approaching —tme—windeuws. At the
same time mother drove in with Nina and Natasha. ©She did not drive ur
to the front door but stopped in front of the windowg. Another
Chinese, also gith a long pigtail, ran out from behind the house and

toolz charge of the horse. Nina and Natasha ran towards the windows.

Then all of the children X into the room like frogs, and the
ore
next moment mother also entered the room through & WindowS Now I
Wa o

was certain that I eakd-heen dreaming. In Russla only thieves or
hooligans would climb through a window, never a lady. This was the
first time in my 1life that I faced a change in society and the old
traditions,

Natasha was pulling me by the hand. "Come, I will show
you the trapezium and the Chinese tea house at the end of the garden".

Suddenly I felt very very tirele}u\I wantec;':?o see
grandmother and go to bed. By now I was qulte sure that everything
beginning with grandfather's funeralethe fire, the Volga, the
Siberian forests, Manchuria, and mother jumping through a window s
was all a long, long dream. I was sure that in the morning I would
wake to the famildlar sound of the church bells, in my old nursery
with the fairytale paintings on the wall., Grandfather would be
waiting to have breakfast with me in the diningroomn,

VN“W“\/There were a few more surprises in store before I managed

to go to bed. The telephone, Mwe electricity and running water in

the house - all unheard of in Simbirsk.
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when father came to Harbin, 1t was part of an undeveloped
Russian frontier. Not many volunteers chose to live in dlstant,
unknown Manchuria. Large salaries and many privileges were granted
to the employees of the Chinese Eastern Rallway Company as an
inducement. Only the édvonturous, strong and highly spirited men
accopted the appolntments. Naturally, the staff members of the rallway
company quickly became the actual masters of the railway and the
adjoining lands - designated in the 1896 treaty for the construction
of a railway through northern Manchuria by Russia,

Father had been appofinted head of the department of "Land
Development". The preservation of the forests and the development
of the reglon between the two Manchurian borders were under his
supervlision.

The Chinese Eastern Rallway Company, controlled by the
Russian government, was expected to provide living quarters for all
their employees., The housing situation was critical as at that time
Harbin consisted of - 1) a small Chinese village - later to be known
as 0ld Harbin 2) a beautifully cultivated garden with a luxurious
house in the center - previously occupied by a Chinese general - nov
assigned to the military and civillan representative of Russia in
Manchuria, general Vat., 3) A Chinece military training ground which
included a large barrack in the middle of an elm grove - one mile
square, a few small barracks, stables and barns in a large yard, and
a vegetable garden behind the elm grove,

Only a few of the houses in the Chinese village were fit to
1ive in. The number of employees increaced daily,

Reallzing the difficulties of the housing committee, father
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declared he would accept the Chinese military training ground as
his residence.

The place had been neglected after the treaty and was
badly run down. Windows in the‘barracks were broken, plaster pulled
off the walls and ceilings, the grounds were overgrown with weeds
and covered in debris, No one ever dreamed of living there, So, the
housing committee was delighted to satisfy at least one staff member
with something nobody else wanted.

In no time father had transformed the place into a paradise.
He remodelled the barracks, summoned the fire department to clear
and water the land, planted flowering shrubs among the elms , sceded
lawns and put in flowers, He put Arablian horses and cows in the
stables, plgs in the barn. He bought turkeys, chickens, ducks and
geose thus bringing the yard to life,

The forest rangers soon discovered the family's love for
wild animals and supplied us w'th fawns, bear cubs, cranes and other
forms of wild 1ife,

Game was plentiful in the wilderness of Manchuria, There
were no seacsonal restrictlions on hunting, so there were many orphans
in the woods, The rangers brought them to us.

The anim@Qs wvere left free to roam the grounds, Although
the picket fence was low, they had no wish to leave, simply because
the elm grove was an oasis bounded by a dirty noisy town, the rallway
and burnt fields,

Our mode of life in Harbin did not resemble life in Russia,
nor did it represent the life of the Russian society in Manchuria,.
Rather, 1t reflected the individuality of our family, strongly
influenced by father's ancestry,.

As far as I know, our ancestors on father's side belonged
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to a small Tertar tribe of tent dwellers, 1In the eighth and
nin;;h centuries they were hunters and trappers of fur bearing
aninals in the doop, almost impenetrable west Siberian forosts,
During that time, by hunting, trading and plunder, they accumulated
great riches,

About the twelfth century the tribe orossed the Ural
mountains and settled on & large tract of pine forest in the middle
of the west Ural reglon - as a one family clan. Their main occupa-
tion continued to be the hunting and trapping of fur bearing animals
although, in this region, agriculture was possible,

In northern Russla fur was an ilmportant artlcle of trade
as fur coats were a necessity during the long severe winter months,
The clan began to supply fur to northern Russla, In the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuriles, the rich merchants of Novgorod established
a lucrative fur trade and started other industries in the central
reglon of western Urals Thus the family continued to prosper,

By the time hunting had lost it's importance due to the
oxtermination of fur bearing animals, the members of theo clan were
Involved in Ural industry, By the eighteenth century they were
Russian and had the title of "Ctolboviya Dvoryane" (Landed gentry).
They were educated and occupied many responsible posts in military,
naval, scientifiec and industrial filelds,

However, becauce of their anclent lineage, their long
period of isolation, thelr 1life of independence and continuous
intermerriage, they remeined tartars, Not only by culture and custon,
but also in their physical and psychological development.

All the members of the clan could be easily rocognized
by their long limbs and short walsts, by their high cheek bones,
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dark slanting eyes and large senslitive nostrils,
They all were headstrong, independent and arrogati=
loved 1ife, women and wwine, They enjoyed food and horses and
wore passionate hunters, They believed only in "Natural seloction"

"only the strong survive, the sick and weak should not exist",
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My fathor, Andrew Charoff, was the seventear th of
of eighteen children in the main branch of the clan, He grew up
on the original fanlly estate in the pine forest and was intorested
in natural science and hunting. At eighteen he gradustod from school
and then attomded a premedlcal course at the Unlvorsity of Kazen,
which he completed successfully in four years, Suddenly he realilzed
thet a medical ocareor was not for him, Although he wae interested in
physics, chemistry biology end aratomy, he had no wish to cure or
pamper the sicks Leaving the Universily of Kazan he ontrolled at
The Institute of Forestry in Potrogred. Four years later he graduatod
with honours, and began his Lforestry career,

He mot my mothor at hor graduatlion ball in a boarding
school for young ladies vhere she had boen placed at the age of twelve,
At that time ny grandfather wes being transferrod .from plase to place
with his regiment and hod no permanent residence,

My grandmother had attended the same instltution, and her
eldest sister was headaistress of the school, Emphaesis was on muslc,
denciang, art and embroldery, The girls were expected to speak Fronch
and German fluently, ride well slde~saddle and play croquet. Thoy
were not supposed to know that cats had kittens or mot tomecats at
night. Yor were they supposed to know that cows had tails, Thefe
wore affalrs of the kitchen and the back yard,

vhen Androw mot Morguerite, she was seventeen, gay, charming
and a,Slavic veauty with large, blue, laughing eyes, a small stralght
nose and eapriclously curved red lips. Her unruly chestnut heir
tinged with copper, curled around her slender necl: and smell delicato
ears, ~She was well built = slim but with rounded breast and hips,
Andrew vanted Marguerite as nhe might want & beautiful

horse or a well made gun, Yhen he wanted something, ho knew how %o
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get it. There was not much time for courting as he had jusi
recelved a signiricant promotion to the post of Commlssionor for
the Inspection of Clberiam rorests, and waes on his way o Krasnoyars!
in central Ciberia. Therefore le started an intensive courtship
. immediately. He took Marguorite to concerts, ballet and light opera.
" He practically covered her wilth flowers and bought pounds and pounds
of sugared nuts and fruit - her favourite candy, He fed her icecrear
and made her drink champagnes He showed her a Life she had never
seen belore,

From the first day of thelr acqualntanceshlp Marguerite
floated amongst clouds of rose and golds Hexr charm and gaglety
increased,

At the end of the second week Andrew asked my grandfather
for her hand ,

There could be no objectionss Andrew was healthy and rich.
He wms youig, yot he already occupled a responsible and secure post.
Thelr paronts were of the same soclal standing,

It had all happoned Just a little too swiftly, but
Grandfather could uwnderstand that. o was & nllitary man and knew
that when duty calls a man mU3t goe

Three weeks after their flrst meeting Marguerlite was
married to Andrevw eand leit with him for Krasnoyarsk in »lberla.
. Grandfather had never reallmed that he had glven his
procious flawer to & barbariens

¥Your years latar father received his second imporiant
promotion and went to Viadivestock - thls is the point at whilch
ny story began, :

I do not kmow how wx the years of my mother's adjustmont
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passed, Vhen .I met her, she was very cool, officient and independent,
There were no traces leflt of hor 1life with my grandparonts in Russia,

In the house my fathor's influence was predominant.

When I firsd knew my father in Harbin his annual salary
was 12,000 rubles - a fentastic salaory in Russia., The house, heating
and 1light wore supplied by the railway company., Such colebrations as
Christmas Day, Eagtar, mother's and father's birthdays and all formal
dinners were paid for by the same compeny.

Chinese laboxr was cheap, . Tho highest salary paid in our
house was. 20 rubles & month to the cook, . Thé hesd boy received
18 rmubles, - The rest of the servants no more than ten rubles, and
mos8% of then five rubles monthly.

we had pleonty of Chinese help.

The law of the houso was fwreedom of thought and actlon.
Every momber of the houschold could do as he pleased providoed he
" was responsible for his actions, did not interfere with the .actlons
of others, did not ask or oxpect holp in case of troubles = The
Jjudgenent and opinicn of soclety was of no consequence as every
membor of any society has freedonm of thought and of action,s ITL the
noighbours did not like our mode of living, thoy dld not have o cone,

“Everything in the house was. adjustoed to the convenience and
coafort of 1iving - heavy dureble furalture, soft rugs, large windows
and broad low sille,

This brings me back to the incldent of mother enitering the
house through a windows Accoxrding to the principles goveinlng our
household, there was no law against 1t, The house was very largoe
and Manchurian summers veryhot o that windows wero kopt wlde open,

There was always a current of alr through them, consequently the sills
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were & pleasant placq to sit, read; write or telk, There vere only
four entrences into tho house (one through the iitehen < used by tho
servants only). However, there wepre meny windows which presonted a
short direct route to any part of the houses It was so easy, sititin
on the window ledge to swing ones legs across to the opposite slde.
So 1t became a hablt among the family and close irlends to enter
the house through any window that was handy. |

The housge was always full of {friends and the friends of
frionds, Artists, engineers, . musiclans and teachers without Jobs o:
on holidey, stayed with mns for months, sometimes years, There would
be groups of friends in varilous rooms discussing politics, philosoph;
or literature, A game of chess might be in progress in father's
librory wiile muslc and songs came from the drawing room; a palr of
.lovers in the winter gardens

what I found most intriguing was that {frlends would be i
in the house while the hosts were out - a situetion unthinkable Iin
the home of my graendparents,

The same law of independence and {reedom applied to the
childroen. There was vory little communion between the adults and
the minors, simply because the adultes had their life and interests -
the childron had their owwe 1% was much more interesting for us -
the youngsters ~ to build a look~out post in a tree or play with the
pony and deer oxr catch frogs, than to listen to a phllosophical
discussion.

In theo park we ware absolutely free and had our own guosts;
children from the Russian commmity of Old Harbins Chlldren of the
rallroad enginoers, technicians, workmen and of our Russlan servants

vho stayed in our parlk during the swmers
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. Altkhough Netasha, Taniya and Cerge. were sugposed to he
with Fraulein, ske could not keep track of them 1g the park among
the other chilildren, Her supervllion.dnrins the summer monihs was
roduced to meal times,

Ve ate with Fraulein an hour earller than the adults, our
friends ate with us;, There were seldom less than eight or ten extra
children at the tablé.

Hother' lod her own life. She was preoctupiod with the
organization and‘suparvision of a ﬁusdian~0hinose Orphanagoe and spent
most of hor time at committee meetings. She usually left the house
in the morning driving her own sulky, ahd returnod home by 7 p.m. for
dinner, or as requested by father,

" The servants' lives were on a similar patiern. They had
thelr duties and were left alone to bomplete their obligations. In
the house the& moved as silently as ghosts and were seldom seen unless
neoded, ’

Rememboring my interludes wlth our cook Natasha in
Sirbirsk I decided to visit the kitchen., I stepped in and stopped in
boﬁilderﬁ&nt. I had entered a crowded Chinese tavern. sunlight,
reflecting off the bright copper pots and pans on the ‘walls shon into
ny eyas, Smoke from Chinese pipes drifted around lazily. A group of
Chinese were eating at a tablej; another group at another table were
playing Chinese checkers, a third was cleaning crabs, whkile a fourth
was washing dishes, All these people were chattering simul taneously
in Chinese, The loud murmur of their voices and the clatter of
dishes blended into & continuous roar. The men seemed to look
straicht at me without notieing me, as if I did not exist,

Nina had seen me going in and came after me,

Muhana dn wan think vou are roing?" she demanded, grabbing
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me by an arm, "You are not supposed to enter the kitehen, The
men are working., Do not interfere".
Sho dragged me out. I was glad to leave, For the first
$ime in my life I felt that I was not wemnted,

:
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suek was the place g}andmother and I had reached after
our long Jowrney. My l:l..rophang;ed~ qqn81dﬁrab;y. Although I shared
a bedroom with grandmother, we were close companions no longer. In
Russla, for as long as I could remombor, monls were the tiﬁe for the
fanlly o gother togethor, praadmothér and gréndfather shared the
probloms of their daily lives dyrins‘meals. _Katy and I were the
contre of attenitlon. @ took part in the conversation, Arter the
loss of grandfather and Kaby's departufe for Harbin,-érandmother
continued to share the probloms of ﬂer dally life with me.

Now, I abe with the children - she ate with the adulis.
only in the evenings, when she was putting me to bed, did ;o tallk,
Although she was alway:s ggady to reaa.of talk'to mo, I had no time
for her, I was busy exploriang the park and this new lifeo of freedon

30 strange, wmown end fascinating.




Pge 50

About three weeks after my arrlival in Harbin, mother
stepped out on to the verandah one afternoon,where we were having
lunch with Fraulein,and announced that because of the hot weather she
had decided to take us and grandmother to Okeanskaya « an ocean resori
near Vladivostoks She told us that our rallroad car was at a snmall
station about half a mile from the park and suggested that after
dinner that evening we should wakl there with Fraulein and Undina.
she and grandmother would come later with Dimitriy, bringing our
baggagses

we left Harbin that night, and early 1n the morning three
days later reached Okeanskaya.

A soft cool breeze woke me. There was a strange, exclting
smell in the air. I looked thr ugh the open window and saw blue
sparkling water blending into the sky far away. Whitecaps were
epllling over the golden sand, as 1f caressing the shore, Gently,
the air played about my face and bare shoulders, For an instant I
Telt completely relaxed - at peace and serene, Even the roar of
the incoming waves had a soothing effect. All I could comprehend
wae the extent of the sky blue water,

It only lasted a moments. Everybody awoke in the next
few seconds, and with loud shouts and laughter we were Jjumping from
the car, racing towards the incomlng waves.

The following wwek brought me a new experience, the sen-
sual pleasure of cool blue water and hot sun on the body. We = the
children - were actually drunk on salt water, fresh air, the hot
sun and the smell of the ocean. It took me a whole week to get
over this pecullar state of drunkenness; then I began to loeok around

meés For the first time I noticed the rapid descend® of the sun
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Pgs 5l
towards the horizon, the golden path o€ the dark blue water
stretching acrose the Pacific., I began to observe the sun sinking
into the ocean. WwWatch the fantastic designs of the clouds painted
by the setting sun. I wondered, for the first time, at the
artistic power of God.

Mother stayed in a guest house with some of her friends
and persuvaded grandmother to go with her, Wwe remained in the car
with Fraulein and Undina -« Peter cooking our meals, Grandmother
came every afternoon and sat on the beach with us, I usually
dropped off to sleep near her and she protected me from the scorching
sun with her umbrella.

Mother would come in the eveninge with a crowd of friends
and their children. Buckets of lobsters would be brought in. The
crowd would break up into groups according to their age and interest,
Tho men built camp fires, Each group would have a fire of it's own,
We - the children- would have a camp fire of our own tooj even
Fraulein and Undine would not be with us, Peter would get our lob-
sters from the bolling water,

Exhausted by the days activity we would sit quietly sucking
lobster claws, watching the fires along the beach; each absor‘ed in
his own thoughts or dreams,

Following the perilod of "drunkenness", part of our daily
occupation was the bullding of sand castles and railroads on the
beachs I tried to reproduce a model of Lake Balkal with all the
proposed rairoad tunnels vwhich were to be constructed. Finally I
decided that the construction of & swinging bridge would be much
more excitinges I plctured a high, elegant bridge connecting the
shores of lake Balkal. Thus I developed the idea that one day I
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Pg. 52
would become an engineor, measure the depth of the lake, and swing
a bridge from shore to shore, The idea that strongly affected my
future and guided the initial steps of my youth,
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Pgs 53.

Wwe returned to Harbin from Okeanskaya when autumn was
in its full glory and the golden elm trees were shedding their
follage. Tne leaves drifted down to earth slowly, like yellow
butterflies.

Nina and Cathy were enrolled at the new Russlan grammar
school which had just opened in Harbiln,

As. the hot spell was over, mother suggested showing
grandmother the surrounding Chinese towns and temples.

Grandmother immediately decided that this would be very
educational and proposed that I be taken along. Mother replled :-
"You can certainly bring her if you wish. However, thore will be
no other children with uss D¢ you think she will enjoy the excursior

Naturally, I was delighted to go. Thus my first acquaint-
ance with the destitution, misery and filth of 1life began,

Even now, scenes of the poverty of China pass in processior
before my eyes., The one street vlillage, the brown mud huts with
no windows, the dusty unpaved road spotted with dung, the swarns
of flies and gnats.

The yellow Chinese faces of the crowd stared at us
unblinkingly in complete despair and hate., Chinese children in
patched clothes followed us without a smile - only hunger reflected
in thelr eyes,

we passed through village after village - all equally
poor, miserable and filthy,.

we entered the market street of a town where a pig was
beling roasted over an open fire surrounded by a swvarm of flies., A
group of Chinese children with watering mouths walted for discarded

bones, The flies entered their eyes, mouths and noses,
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Pg. 54

Two dirty, starving donkeys walked endlessly round and
round urning a stone grinding soya beans,

Chinese coolies in stalined, blue cotton, carried heavy
burdens suspended from the ends of a pole which they balanced on
their shoulders. women with tiny bound feet - bables on theilr
backs - pushed heavily laden two-wheeled caris,

All along the street were rickshaws occuplied by sliek,
well fed Chinese in silken gowns, pulled by emaclated, yet wiry,
coolies,

Splotches of cow and donkey dung decorated the dusty road.

Finally we approached a high wall of concrete blocks with
an iron gate. The soldliers stationed at the gate led us into a
courtyard with golden elm trees and a marble pool filled with fresh
water for the goldfish. The house at the back of the courtyard
was decorated with carved dragons painted black, gold and red,
Exotic flowers and plants were visible through the large windows,

All this made a striking contrast to the street we had
just left behind us,

A Chinese dressed in brocade silk bowwd low to us as we
entered a large.room where the furniture was of carved blackwood and
gray marble, This was a sllk shop. Aromatic jasmine tea was served
to us before the owner displayed his merchandise. The merchant's
delicate hands, with long yellox fingers and long white nalls,
lovingly unfolded roll after roll of fine silk,

He was also the possessor of ivory, porcelain and china
shops in town. He had many soldiers and owned most of the town and
neighboring villages. He sent a soldier to gulde us to his other

shops, the s8lim pagoda and Chinese temple,
we walked along the dirty streets of the towm among
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Pge 55
hungry people. The sweet, sickening smell of opium followed us
everywvhere,

Tarough the shadow of poverty I saw the magnificence of
Chinese art, clearly illustrated in carved ivory and the artistic
designs on large, heavy Chinese vases,

A Chinese temple beyond the filthy towmn, appeared before
ne like a mirage of fresh weter in a hot, dry, desert, I saw the
Tigures of two stone tigers guarding the carved gates; a priest in
a2 black robe bowed to us, An aromatlic cloud of burning incense rose
before Buddah placed in a richly decorated niche,

Carved figures of the gods of Laughter, water and Fire,
stood next to Buddah, Only the light of candles burning in a
chandelier in front of the sanctuary, illuminated the interilor of
the temple, The art of an old civillsation was reflected in the
carving of the gods and in the dragons painted on the outside walls
of the tenple,

I wag cold inslide., I could only see all this magnificence
through the haze of daily Chinese life which we had Jjust left behind
usjy only through the pervading smell of oplum. The beauty of Chinese
art, which is talked about so much, is butv a tiny spark along a
£11thy road,

I do not think that at that time I actually comprehended
the horror of economic corruption in China, The facis were merely
recorded on my mind as on a photographic plate, to haunt me later,

Our excursion lasted two or three weeks. The group
consisted of eight or ten people, predominanily women, mother's
friends.

we travelled in our railroad car, attached to goods

trains, mostly by night. During the day we tramped the streets of
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Pg. 56
“hurinr—the—day-we-tranped—itae-otreete—of towngand villages, visited
art and jewel shops, refineries, restaumants, or went far into the
mountains in search of temples and pagodas, To me it was like a
nightmare - the change from beauty to horror, from light to darimess,

One night, during this period of travel, I dreamed that I
was lost in the streets of a Chlnese town. Grandmother was nowhere.
I searched, but could not find her,

I awoke and could not hear her breathing. My first thought
vas that she had left me as grandfather had, In dismay I cried
"Grendmo ther, grandmother!"™ She quickly left her berth and came to me

Reallsing my orror, I was ashamed of my fear, Pushing my
pillow to the floor, I told her that I had lost 1t and was uncomfori-
able,

She replaced the plllow under my head, stralghtened the
covers and blessed me, I went back to sleep., From that night on, I
often woke in the night to listen %o her breathing. Sometimes I
could not hear her and would call out in fear and dismay. This

continued for many years, right up to the last day of her life.
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Pg. ST

Time passed by; the tcuperature dropped to below freezing. The
elm trees stood bare with ar s outstretched, The ground was covered
with dry yellow leaves which crackled underfoot. Most of the birds
had gone south and only sparrows, crows and ravens remained in the park,.
A cold wind was blowing from the north, there was no snow on the ground -
the earth was dry and cracked,

warmly dresﬁed in fur lined coats, fur huts wltn flaps tled under
our chins, high fur boots on our feet, we spent most of our day in the
parks

Father had called in the fire department to transform our croquet
lawn and some of the paths, Into a skating rink,

The house was warm, bright and gay. There were more people inside,
more music, more laughter and more songs. Formal dinners were glven
almost every night.

Pots of blooming chrysanthemums were brought in to decorate the
house, They were everywhere, in every room - on tables, on the floor
along the walls &and on the windowsills,

Storm windows were put up a.d the windows sealed., To our great
regreti nobody could cllimb through the windows any more,

Christmas was approaching Our nursery was crowded with children
busy glulng long chains from gold and silver paper and painting walnuts
gold Tor the Christmas tree,

There were preparations for a serles of parties amd masquerades,
We too were to attend the masquerade and our costumes were made in the

nursery by a dressmaker,

Christmas Lve was here - as customary, the doors to the draving
room were closed. There was excitement in the air. Everybody hoped

for snow so that we could go for a sleigh ride in the moonlight.
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Pg. 58
Everybody talked about part.ies, masquerades, preeents and the
Christmas tree, Nobody mentiionsd the Natlivity Star or the Holy
Infant in Bethlehen,

Ccutside, darkness surrounded the house; the elm trees cracked
and moaned under the pressure of a sirong north wind,

Sounds of music came from the drawing room; the doors were
suddenly openeds In the center of the room a tall, symmetrical
Chrsitmas tree glittered and shonein all its beauty, the light of
its candles reflected in the silver and gold decoarions., It was the

Christmas
most magnificent/tree I had ever seen,

Most of the furniture had been moved out of the drawing room., All
along the walls booths,filled wlith toys and decorated with evergreen,
were arranged. Each booth had a child's name before i1t and contained
everything a child could desire - everything that money could buy.
There were skates, sleighs, bicycles, wagons, puppet shows, magic
lanterns, cameras etc.

I started to move towards my booth and stopped - something was
wrong. This was Christmas, but there werec rno Joyful chimes of th=
bells wafting on the air, Thlis was just a party, the people were
rlaying at Christmas, as ve so often played at velng hunters, robbers
Indians or engineers., This was not real, the "Spirit of Christmas"
wvas not there, I turned towards a window looking for the Naﬁivity
Star. The sky looked different to what 1t was in Simbirsk, I could
not find the star. A strange chill passed over me,

Mother had been watching me., "what is the matter with you? Are
you not pLeased with your presents and the Chirstmas tree?". I
could not answer, I myself could not understand why the galety had

suddenly left me., I looked for grandmother, she was not there. So
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Pg. 59
instead of answering I asked "where is grandmother?". we both left
the room looking for her,

we found her lying on her bed sobbing into the pillowy

"oh, Mama", mother said "I have tried so hard to entertain you,
to make you happy".

"yes, Marguerite", grandmother replied "however, I am not a
gypsy to go téamping the streets of Chinese towns or go chasing back
and forth between Vliadivostok amd Mukden, I have never, in all oy
sixty years of 114%, geen such crazy people and such crazy living.
All I long for is a home, let 1t be humble and small, but let it
have warmth and love, Here I do not even knowv where I am, Is this
an international hostel, a hotel or a club., I do not know how many
servants there are in the house., They are all allke, they all have
the same name "Boy". They move without a sound and suddenly appear

’

here or there., I would say there was only one if I did not see ’'em
appearing in palirs - exactly allke - at twy different ends of the
corridor, Sometimes I think they are the ghosts of o0ld Chinese
ancestors, I no l-nger can stand theee yellow: lmmobile Chinese
faces without any expression,

I do not even knov how wvany grandchildren I have. I go into
the nursery - a dogzen children Jump on my neck calling me'grandmother',
Just yesterday, while having breakfast with Andrew, I asked him vho
were all these children in the park., He replied "Heaven only knows,
Do they dist%y{}b you? If they do, we will make them stay further
away from the house, As far as I am concerned, the more children,
the more dogs, the more horses zre in the yard, the merrier is life."

You know Marguerite, sometimes I wonder whether you know which

of these children are yours , You are never here, I only see you at
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Pge 60,
dinner or when we are travelling".

"0k, Mema", mother began, "I am very busy. e have just opened
a Kusso=-Chinese orphanage. 1 am the presidents, I interview dozens
of women a day, who bring children to be placed in the orphanage., We
have no room for all of thems I have to decide whom to accepts The
institution is not completely organized, There 1s the question of the
budget. There 1s so much these children need. They are hungry,
neglected and abused, My children have everything. They hove
Fraulein and Undina to look after them. They have good food five times
a day, good beds, are wvrmly dressed. They have their own nurser
and the park to play in. Look at the pets they nave, dogs, deer, a
pony, rabblits, wlthoul even counting the birds and frogs they adopt.
They are free and nave never been abused, Taey do not need me, The
children I am trying to place and adjust, have nothing dbut abuse,

"well, Marguerite", grandmother replied, "this is your home and
your 1ite., T do not want to interfere, I would like to go home to
Slabirsk where T can hear the church bells, where the spirit of Michael
Nichelaevitch 1s waiting for me., I would like to live the life I know
and understand - to plan our meals with Natasha, the cook; to Xnow
where the young maid - Masha spends her evening off - to see that she
does not get into trcuble, They are a part of my family.

T.ie thing that worries me at present is Lialia., Would you let
her go wlth me, or wwuld you ratner keep her here? I just can not
leave her alono iﬁ this house",

Mother drled her tears and replied "Mama, I would do anything

for you. I cannot decide for Lialia. It 1s her life and the decision

should be hers",

I suddenly heard the churcn chime- over Simbirsk; I saw the
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Pg. 61
streets of Simbirsk covered with fresh whlte snow, golden crosses

glittered on the blue and golden domes,

I put my arms around grendmother's nmeck and sald "Grandmother,
let us go home",

"That sottles it" mother said "vhen do you wish to go? would
you at least remain for the hollidays and meet the New Year with us?"

We stayed over the holidays and left in the middle of January,.
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Pg. 62

After we left the Manchurian border, the temperature
dropped to below 40 C. Tho alr felt fresh and raw, Snow laden
branches of the mighty Slberian cedars bent low under the weight
of long, sparkling icicles, th:@uéh which the winter sun refrac-
ted, transforming each fbee in-to a multi-coloured, shimmering
Christmas trees The Slberian forest stood/séieggéhanted paradise.
All the ereatures of the woods Xk asleep, even the sprites, all
except Puck, who 8still roamed about,

Thinking of the bears and deer, deep in slumber under
their blankets of enow, I too would become sliipy. Lying quietly
on my berth, I would listen to the rythm of the train, and the
voice of my grandmother reading some tale from Greek mythologye.

The Manchurlien episode seemed far, far away, Intoxi-
cating freedon, beauty and galety were but a dream to be suddenly
frozen £till as if by a cold underground current running under
the house,

Ve reached Simbirsk on a bright Sunday morning- the
sound of churech belles filled the air, Golden crosses shon and
glittered in the mno¥. A nevw period of my life began. I vas
now 8% years old,

During this period twe new people entered the current
of' my existence, my new teacher Sphia Alexandrovna Fekhner
and our new maid MatrleshXa.

Sophla Alexandrovna vwas all intellect, mystery and
feligion; Matriesha <« all gajety, laughter and realitye.

Dpnia Alexendrovna was tall and thin with dark,
tragic eyes set deeply in her pale, narrow face,

Matriesha was strawberry and cream, with twinkling
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Po. 6200
brown eyes and rull red lipsy a heavy braid of golden hair
roached bdelow hor walst,

Sphia Alexandrovna, a women in her ferties,had been
a teacher of Russlan literature 1ln a grammar school prior to her
marriage. Late in life she married a rich successfu%z'businoss
man, but unfortunately thelr happiness only lasted five years
as Mr. Fekhner dléd suddly from a heart attack,

Pphia Alexandrovna had always been very religiousso,
upon the death of her husgband, she donated all her money and
property to a convent in which she toolk orders intending to
Tollow the teachings of Christ. Her expectatlions of serving God
and humanity 1n the convent were not fulfilled, Among the
otlier members of the convent she found only hypocrisy, greed,
envy and gossips e dlscoverod, Just a little too late, that
for her,life al the convent was intolXerable.

Oone stormy winter night Sphla Alexandrovna put on
her civilian clothes and left the convent, which was a few miles
outside the town., In the darkness Sophia Alexandrovna lost her
way and was almost buried in snow waen a passing coachman
picked her up 1n the morning. She was taken to a county hospital
with a severe case of pneumonia. Finally some distant relatives
took ner into thelr own home,

Wwhen we returned to Simblirsk, Sphia Alexandrovna
was desperately looking for any type of employment that would
provide her with a means o oxlstence., Belng a deserter from a
convent she could no longer ve classified as a school teacher,

Sonme of Grandmoth-r's {rionds recommended hor as a

very capable teacher and a lover of children,
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Pg. 63

Thus Sophia Alexandrovna entered our home and
occupled a small toom in cur co:y apartment. She was very
reserved, soldom talked to anjyone, inc.uding grandmother.
With me she was very patient, always ready to explain anything
I did not understand, always trying tocomprehend my thoughts =
to find out where my interests lay.

on a 8tlll, clear winter night, Sphlia Alexandrovna
and I admired sllverye-white frost glistening on a pole by
moonlight, on a stormy night - the silver vell of wind driven
enowflakes, In the summer we watched the sunrise over the
river, fish playing in the cool waters of an early morning, At
nignight we listened to the nighting gale pouring out it's
song on the still warm air,

It was .ophla Alexandrovna vwho told me about the
life of the Holy Infanit born in Bethlehem, his childhood, man-
hood , his lovo for people and his teachinge., <he told me that
Jesus had come to this world to bring us eternal life, He had
loved, taucht and prayed and for that he had been crucified,
In a few simple words she explained his teachings, sufferings,
nis understanding of the people ahd his forgiveness, cthe said
"Jeaus loved the human race with all its defects, ignorance and
cruelty. Being God, he rose from the dead and is still among
us because of his everlasting love". "Whenever you are in
trouble or lost Lola" she continued, "just stretch out your
nand to Jesus and he will lead you from the thorny path to the
open road",

Although Sophla Alexandrovna never went to church, it
was because of her that I understood the significance of the

Easter ‘fervice.
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Pg. 64.

The first Easter after our return from Harbin,
granémother declded that I was old enough to attend the Easter
Midnight cervice,

we left home at about 11 p.m. walking, a&s usual, to
a convent nearby. The night was dark, with only the stars
twinkling far away in the sky. Opring had come early that year,
the snow had already melted, there were stream:c of water swirling
everywhere and a fresh 8pring scent was ln the alr,

The church was dark and chilly when we entered, only
a few candlec burned in front of the icons; no &sund of bells
disturbed the air, The priest in dark vestments read a descrip=-
tion of the last days of the 1life of Jetus, in a low monotonous
volice,

1t was the firet time that the church appeared to ve
& catacomb like, There was no light in the feces of the =alntx
on the lcons -« Jesus was dead,

Then the procession depicting the search for the body
of Jesus began, The somberly clad priest cerrying a large, long
candle moved towards the church door, followed by gofalonlers
with banners and the congregation, walking in pairs with lighted
candles in their hands, Graandmother and I were XImxframxy just
behirl the gofaloniers; e loag row of candles, twisting like 2
snaxe, follovwed us, VWe walked through the church grounds, into
the churchn basement, along the long dark passages, looking into
every small damp cell. Fincliy we returned to the church, not
a whisper was to be heard in the crowd « we had not found the
body.

tuddenly tho doors of the sanectuary opened, bright

lights illuminated the church, and the priest now dressed in
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Pg. 65

in gold and silver, carrying a gold cross in his hand, proclaimed
"Christ has rieen from the dead". Easter chimes spread through
the air and a chorus of nuns repeaded after him "Christ has risen
fronm the dead ..«.s" wWith voices so clear and pure, that they
carried every man, woman and child, including me, to Heaven to
xneel before the pedestal of the resurrected Jesus,

At that momont I loved Jesus with all my soul, with
all my heaqf and was ready to serve and love humenity for fiis

sake,
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Pg. 66,
During this period I began to study Russian classical literature
with .ophia Alexandrovna - Turgeniev, Tol:stoy, Dostoyevsky etc,
I read Victor Hugo in French with grandmother as well as the
Rupsian translatione of other forelgn clasgsics such as Dickens,
With Grandmother 1 went Lo the opera, drama and ballet,

In this atmosphere of intellectual education, Matresha
was my delight and reward, (dessert?)

Matresha was only sixteen, and had come to us straight
from a village. ohe was the nlece of Avdotia, a peasant woman
from across the Volga and & friend of owur cook Natasha. Matresha
wanted to become a maid and live in town, Natasha was willing
to teach her and grandmother willing to try her., .o Matresha
joined our household and became ny great friend,

che was amixture of superstition, curiosity and common
sense, .he would never allow a crow to croak over our house -
for this was an omen of disastor, nor would she let a black cat
cross her path - she would rather turn back, <he would listen
for the call of a cuckoo, Tor that was the sign of a wedding.
‘he knew hovw to interpret dreams and could read ones fortune in
tea leaves,

It was one thing to vwdk with cophia Alexandrowvna
admiring the beauties of nature, to watech the development of buds,
the growth of plants; 1t was quite another matter to walk with
¥atresha, che ridiculed high heeled shoes and giggled at the
faney hats, Stopping at the windows of a bakery she would admire

sweet rolls and marvel at French pastries,
Together we played snowballe on cold winter days and

stole lilacs from the eity park in spring.

Matresha introduced me to the life of village children,
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Pge 67
the picking of berries in the woods for preserves and the gathering
of mushrooms in the autumn, which were dried, salted and stored
for food in the long cold winter monthe ahead,

chortly after our return fron Harbin, Grandmether received
a letter from grandfather's sister asking us to come for a vieit ac
she was getting old and felt her time in this world was short., the
wrote that she %ould like to us before she departed,

Grandmo ther decided that we should go.

Early in the summer we left Sfophia Alexandrowvna, latasha
and Matresha at home and started on the jJourney.

We took a train to moscow where we stayed for a couple
of weeks wilth grandmother's friends,

It gave me a treomendous thrill to see the old Russian
capital which was so familiarto me through the history of Russia,
legends and songs; to walk and ride along the cstreets of Moscow,
to see the Kremlin walls, blue and golden cupolacs showing above it;
to visit the old mosaic churches; to listen to the church bells of
Moscow and the egcund of horses hooves along the wooden pavenments,

I suddenly realized that for me Moscow was the symbol of
Ruesia and ﬁha% I loved Moscow as I loved Matresha - the symbol of
the Russian people.

My great aunt lived alone on an old estate, not far fronm
Moscow, in an old two-storied house surrounded by a dark forest,
All I could remember of the place was the long avenue of linden
trees leading from the house to the forest, a continual buzzing
of bees, the smell of honey, and the bats in the attic,

A small village lay about a uile from the house, The

village children brcougit wild berries and mushrooms for sale, and

FR&A+4 408 Nairarhas-steries if-~vildage 1ife, T went to the woods
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with these children.

To the dismay of both my grandmother and great aunt,
I spent most of my timoe with the chlldren elither in the woods or
in the village listening to the tales of an old man @ - the
grandfathor of the village. =

leedt

The life of freedom I had kmt in Manchuria had a
strong hold on me and I guarded it with all my mlght. There was
not much grandmother could do about it - I began to have my way,

This situation disturbed Grandmother who continued to
worry about my future, my growth and education. <he feared that
she would die before I reached maturity and that I would have
difficulty in adjusting to life in Harbin,

We returned home by way of the Volga. One evening
sitting on tho open deck of the Volga steamer, grandm.ther told
me that every one had a certain pattern of life - routine and
tradition.

"our life" she said " was interrupted by grandfather's
departure, It is now time to reorganize 1t according to our needs
and desires, I thought we could live with Marguerite in Harbin,
but old roocts are desen and old traditions strong. I could not
change my habits of my character, nor do I wish to do so",

Che stopped for a second and looked over tihe Volgsa.

The Tirst .var had appeared in the sky, a few lights
showed on the bank. The river flowed quiety by,

che turnod her soft, gray eyes on me and continued:

"You are very young my dariing. It is possible that
you may have to adjust to the life of yowr parents. I think that

1t would be easier f{or you if the adjustment took place gradually,

therefore I have decided, that'beginning~t!-.-next IRAL~WE - Wwili~ -
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Pg. 69
visit Manchuria every summers Really, 1t is not as far as
it appears to be. We have done it once, we can do it again and
again. The conditions on the E£lberian rallway arc improving daily.
The line around Lake Baikal hat been completed., A second track
across ciberia may be completed by next year so it will take us
much less time to reach Harbin than 1t did last year. However,
grandfather would like you to have your roots in Russia. He
loved his country, his first duty was to Ruceia and the Emperor,
then to his family, therefore on the way to Harbin we will take
short trips along the Volga and visit old estates',

Excltedly I Jjumped up, threw my arms around grandmother!s
neck kissing her, messing up her white hair and leaving fingerprints
on the white collar of her black dress,

My life began to flow along a definite channel and con-
tinued that way for the next four years, There were no monotonous
or dull perilods in my existence, During the winter I studled at a
Russian grammer school in Jimbirsk; read and prepared my lessons
with Sorhia Alexandrowvna and had fun with Matreshka. Every summer
we vislted Harbin. I loved our trips along the Yolga and never
tired of watching the familiar scenery of oiberia from the top step
of our railway carriage.

I lived in a world of love, beauty and security. I knew
of anoﬁher world from books - the world of injustice, hypocrisy,
hunger, misery and disease, For me, that other world was far away
from reality - just another page from the Talesa of the Arablan
Nighta", During this period of my life a tiny cloud marred ny
azure sky Jjust once, indicating that this other world might exist,

I rememver thls incldent clearly,

It was the last week of Lent and I was on my way to
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Confession at the chur h., Easter wae late that yeor, The mnow
had melted and the frult trees were brightly dresced, The sun
had just disappeared beyond the bank of the Volgo. A light gray
mist was rising sbove the town andéd a soft breeze blew fronm the
river, It Seemed to me that earth itself was inhaling the fragrant
scont of spring<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>