MINUTES OF THE MEETING
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
MONTANA STATE SENATE

February 22, 1977

The nineteenth meeting of the Senate Education Committee was
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above
date, in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:00 o'clock
A. M.

ROLL CALL: All members of the Committee were present.

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 66: An act creating a fire ser-
vices training school.

Representative Bertelsen, House District 27, as co-sponsor of the
Bill, in absence of Rep. Robbins, was called on to present his
testimony. He stated an Interim Committee investigating fire
problems throughout the State found the Great Falls school es-
tablished about 20 years ago and thereafter put into the Vocational
Technical School was having trouble. This Bill would separate

the fire school from under the State Superintendent and put it
under the Board of Public Education and allow for its own advisory
board. In 1975, they trained about 2,300 fire fighters who went
through 30 to 40 hours of intensive training, but because of the
large area included, they were not fulfilling their responsibilities.
He further stated insurance organizations supported this, in addi-
tion to the various agencies throughout the State involved in fire
fighting.

Proponents of the Bill included:

James Macklin, Fire Services Training, Great Falls, who explained
the problem of trying to operate under the present Vocational
Technical Center when there was a conflict of interests between

the local resident students and those who have different priorities
because of coming from all over the State.

Dave Fisher, representing the Montana Volunteer Firemen's Assoc.
and Fire Chief's Association, State Director of Firemen's Train-
ing, stated that they had been trying for 6 years to get satis-
factory legislation passed for a fire training school; that this
was the best Bill so far and hoped it would be successful.

Thomas Selleck, Helena, Montana, State Fire Marshall . supported
House Bill No. 66.

Art Korn, Butte, Montana, representing the Montana State Volunteer
Firemen's Association, told the Committee there were about 6,000




Education Meet Page 2 February 22, 1977

volunteers needing training and hoped for a do pass on this Bill.

Glen Drake, Helena, Montana, representing the League of Cities
and Towns and the American Insurance and Bonding Associations,
stated his support of the Bill.

Les Nilson, Great Falls, Mont., Montana State Firemen's Associa-
tion, stated that training is very important and continues through-
out a firefighter's career; that they must have some additional
training every year and this legislation would facilitate meeting
these requirements.

No witnesses appeared in opposition to the Bill.

The Chair then called for questions by the Committee, and the Bill's
accompanying Fiscal Note was discussed, with Senator Fasbender
explaining that there were on-going costs included in the Note,
along with the additional funds necessary to expand the program;

so, part of the $810,000 is for the continuing cost of operating

the fire training school as it now exists and is a little mis-
leading as to the actual expense of implementing this Bill.

To questions raised by the Committee regarding charging for the
fire training school, Mr. Macklin explained there was only one
commercial fire fighting organization in the State at present and
that was in Billings which would send people to be trained at the
school and for which they could charge for the training; but due
to businesses like the coal fields opening up, there may be an
increase in these private organizations.

Senator Smith gquestioned Mr. Macklin regarding the fire trucks
used at the fire training school, and was told they were equipped
with all the necessary hand tools and equipment and breathing ap-
paratus so the men could become familiar with such equipment; and
that the school trains fighters on their own district's trucks.

In closing, Represéntative Bertelsen said that he hoped the Com~
mittee would look -beyond the change in departments and think of
this matter in the light of saving lives with better-trained per-
sonnel.

Mr. Macklin was asked by Senator Warden if insurance rates would
be lowered because of this type of legislation; he replied that
probably not directly, but when the fire bureau graded the city
and gave a more favorable rating, then insurance rates might be
reduced.

Senator Fasbender questioned why this legislation was necessary
as the fire school was presently under the Board of Public Educa-
tion through the Vocational Technical designation., Dr. Larry Key,
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from the Board of Public Education, replied he thought the prob-
lem arcse with the handling of funds as they went to the State
Superintendent’'s office for disbursement rather than to the Board.

The Chair closed the hearing on House Bill No. 66.

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL No, 271: Senator Blaylock suggested
amending the Bill to show an increase of 12% and 12% which would
leave some room for bargaining; considerable discussion followed
relating to what amount of increase in the school foundation pro-
gram would receive the most favorable response. Senator Fasbender
handed out schedules showing the funding levels of public schools
and explained the figures; it was mentioned the new State apprais-
als would make a difference in the amount of money raised and that
something should be done with the Bill as it had to go into Fi-
nance & Claims Committee for appropriation.

Senator Boylan moved that the Bill be amended to show a 10% in-
crease in the schedule for each year of the biennium, the actual
figure amendments being as shown on the Standing Committee Report
attached; this motion was seconded and carried by unanimous vote
as a DO PASS AS AMENDED.

FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 69: Senator Mathers sug-
gested a Senate resolution asking for a thorough study of the vo-
cational education program during the next two years so that testi-
mony from the various interest groups could be compiled and have
some input directly from the vocational education centers and
high schools, so the Committee would have the basic facts on which
to base their decision. Mr. Wm. Ball, Director of the Montana
Advisory Council for Vocational Education, stated his agency had
been studying the program for about 5 years and that the Committee
had been supplied with a copy of the report was is entitled "Mon-
tana Advisory Council 7th Annual Evaluation Report, December 1976,
for Vocational Education®, along with a copy of their "Governance
of Montana's Vocational Education, April, 1976".

Further discussion touched on funding of vocational education pro-
grams and how the proposed change in structure might affect federal
funding, the pros and cons of a study committee and how ghe pro-
posed change of governance would affect the employment of present
personnel.

The Chairman asked if the Committee wished to take action at this
time on House Bill 69, which was declined.

ADJOURNMENT :
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00
o'clock P. M.

LG o

Chet Blaylock¥% Chairman
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
...................... Pebruary 22 . . 1977
Bill Clerk
MR. ... President ...
We, your cCOMmMIttee ON .....ccoviveriinieerinnnnnad E; DUQTIOH ..............................................................................................
having had under CONSIAEIation .....ouiiiiiiieieriin st eveveenraereaerrnenerens SEHATE.. Bill No. ALY
Respectfully report as FOUHOWS: THAL....e.veveceesereeseessesssssteseseessssssessnssssessssssssssssnessenssssssasasesed SENATE sl N0271' ........

Introduced Bill, be amended as follows:

1. Amend page 1, saction 1, line 24.
Following: °"<687613}"

Strike: "$11,027"

Insert: "$10,678"

2. Amend page 2, section 1, line 3.
Following: “+46676%3}"
Strike: ©“$11,027

”
Insert: v310.678"

3. amend page 2, section 1, line 4.
Following: "+$63663%"

Strike: "$461"

Insert: "$446.30"

........... JeetbansanevstabTaTRNI TR dTIRA TR R e It et iTa s iusReret

STATE PUB, CO.
Helena, Mont.

Chairman.
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4. Amend page 2, section 1, line 8.
Following: “£631;853)"

8trike: "$15,176"
Insert: "514,694.70"

5, Amend page 2, section 1, line 9.
Following: "<46366}"

Strike: "S$461"

Insert: "§246.3 "

6. Amend page 2, section 1, line 15.
Following: "{6:8y924}"

Strike: "$24,226"

Insert: "§$23,459"

7. Amend page 2, section 1, line 16.
Pollowing: "4&6225:463}"

Strike: "$288.65"
Insert: "$279.50"

8. Amend page 2, section 1, line 25.
Pollowing: line 24
Strikes "§1,070.70"

Insert: ”§Zi0§2.45'

9. Amend page 3, section 1, line 1.
Following: “<§v863)"

sStrike: “8l.04"

Insert: "§1.02"

10. Amend page 3, section 1, line 5.
Following: “<6783:r68)"
Strike: “$1,008.230"

Insert: "5973.25'

11. 2Amend page 3, section 1, line 6.
Following: "+{8v74)}"

Strike: "§$.95"

Ingsert: "$,92"

12. 2Amend page 3, section 1, line 11l.
Following: "+€6639+-:0)"

Strike: *§818.30"

Ingert: *$792.25"

Yebruary 22, 1977
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13. Amend page 3, section
Following: "$649y051)"

Strike: "%62,850'

Insert: "§$60,832"

14. Amend page 3, section
Following: "462y644)"

Strike: "$2,618,.80"
Inserxt; ”52332.67‘

15. Amend page 3, section
Pollowing: "{6iici5)"
Strike: "$14.30"

Insert: "§§§.s "

l6. Anmend page 4, section
Foliowing: "<463y665v60}"
Strike: "§2,390"

Insert: "§2,313.55"

17. Anend page 4, section
Following: "<61¥:35)"
Strike: "$14.30"

Insert: "§13.82°

18. Amend page 4, section
Pollowing: “+¢61y3299%°

Strike: "81,532"

Fnsert: .35"

13. Amend page 4, section
Following: "“{63+86)}"

8trike: "$2.38"
Insert: “§2.31'

20. Rmend page 4, section
Following: line 14

Strike: "$1,294"

Insart: f51f251;1§"

21. Amend page 4, sectio:
Following: “+¢§:+02)"

Strike: "$1.32"
Ingert: "%1.28"
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22. Amend page 4, section
Following: 1line 19
Strike: "§1Ll§2"

Insert: "$1,125.35"

23. Amend page 4, section
Following: "+4&+3193"

Strike: "$.24"
Insert: "$.23"
24. Amend page 4, section

Following: "46851-36%"
Strike: "$1,090"
Ingsert: "$1,056,35"

25. Amend page 5, section
Following: "+4§93%5%}"
Strike: "$12,295"

Insert: "$11,746"

26. Amend page 5, section
Following: "<69776%3"
Strike: "$12,295"

Insert: "$11,746"

27. Amend page 5, section
Following: "{6465576¢+"
Strike: "$514"

Insert: "$490.90"

28. Amend page 5, section
Following: "<{6%35;358%"
Strike: "$16,921"

Insert: "$16,164.10"

29, Amend page 5, section
Following: 1line 23
Strike: "$514"

Insert: "$490.90"

30. Amend page 6, section
Following: "+462%57326}"
Strike: "$27,012"

Insert: "$25,804.50"
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31. Amend page 6, section 1,
Following: "+$254:168)}"
Strike: "$321.84"

Insert: “§§97.45"

32. Amend page 6, section 1,
Following: 1line 14

Strike: "$1,194"

Insert: "$1,142.70"

33. Amend page 6, section 1,
Following: "<£&z92}"

Strike: "$1.16"

Insert: "5}.12"

34. Amend page 6, section 1,
Following: "+4688%:56%"
Strike: "$1,124.40"

Insert: "$1,075.50"

35. Amend page 6, section 1,
Following: "46-843"

Strike: "$1.06"

Insert: "$1.02"

36. Amend page 7, section 1,
Following: "{6326-20%"
Strike: "$912,40"
Insert: "$871.50"

37. BAmend page 7, section 1,
Following: "<+£65572933}"
Strike: "$70,080"

Insert: "$66,916"

38. Amend page 7, section 1,
Following: "<4627364%"
Strike: "$2,920.20"

Insert: "§2,788.20"

39. Amend page 7, section 1,
Following: 1line 16

Strike: "$15.95"

Insert: "§15,20"
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40. Amend paye 7, section
trollowing: "+46271633"
Strike: "$2,665"

Insert: "$2,545"

41. Awmend page 7, section
Following: "+45312<5%y"
Strike: "$15.95"

Insert: "$15.20"

42. Amend page 8, section
Following: "+4637349%"
Strikes: "$1,708"

lnsert: "§$1,633"

43.+ Amend page 8, section
Following: "+62+163}"
Strike: "$2.65"

Inscrt: "$2.54"

44. Amend page 8, section
Following: "46%+3393%"
Strike: "$1,443"

Insert: "$1,379"

45. Amend page 8, section
Following: "+61+315%"
Strike: "$1.47"

Insert: "$1.41"

46. Amend page B8, section
Following: “4515023%"
Strike: "$1,296"

Insert: "$1,258"

47. Amend page 8, section
Following: "+4§+21}"
Strike: "S$.27"

Insert: "$.25"

48. Amend page 8, section
Following: "+4§959-46%)"
Strike: "$1,215"

Tnsert: "$1,163"

AND AS SO AMEMDED, DO P@§S
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SENATE COMMITTEE EDUCATION

AR

Date February 8, 1977 SENATE Bi1] No. 271 Time

NAME YES NO
Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman v~
Senator Ed Smith, Vice Chairman e
Senator George McCallum b
Senator Bill Mathers L~
Senator William E. Murray L
Senator Frank Dunkle Vv
Senator Paul Boylan "
Senator Larry Fasbender V
Senator Bill Thomas L’
Senator Margaret Warden ‘ p//
Jennie Lind Chet Blaylock

Secretary Chairman

Motion: Senator Paul Boylan moved that Senate Bill No. 271 BE

AMENDED and as SO AMENDED, DO PASS; this motion was seconded

and carried by unanimous vote.

(incprb enough information on motion--put with yellow copy of
comittee report.)
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January 17, 1977

The Honorable Jack Gunderson
Montana House of Representatives
State Capitol Building

Helena, Montana 59601

Dear Representative Gunderson:

The United Student Councils for Vocational Education (USCVE) would 1ike
to take this opportunity to publicly support House Bill Sixty-Nine (69),
to wit: "...to authorize the Board of Public Education to employ an
executive officer to administer the vocational education program for

the State of Montana."

The USCVE is a body of elected student representatives from the five
Montana vocational-technical centers. Ve represent approximately thirty-
five hundred (3,500) currently enrolled post-secondary vocational students
in Montana. : '

At our most recent meetings in Butte and Great Falls, the USCVE was pre-
sented with the facts from both sides of this "governance" issue. Ve
were addressed by Mr. Gordon Warner, Director of Vocational Skills for
the OSPI. We were also addressed by Mr. Richard Bennett, Chairman of

the Vocational Education Committee of the Board of Public Education. Our
debate of the issues brought us to unanimous support of the position of
the Board of Public Education.

The USCVE strongly supports HB69 and is willing to testify before the

House of Representatives, the Senate or any committee to further clarify
and define our expectations of this new legislation and our past experiences
under the current governance by the OSPI.

The USCVE urges that the Education Committee, the House of Representatives,
and the Senate vote "Aye" for HBE9.

Sincepedy .
7] %ﬁ%@%
Chris Birkelo, Chairman
United Student Council for Vocational Education

CB:mc

Students Promoting Post Secondary Yocational Education






