
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
MONTANA STATE SENATE 

February 22, 1977 

The nineteenth meeting of the Senate Education Committee was 
called to order by Senator Chet Blaylock, Chairman, on the above 
date, in Room 402 of the State Capitol Building at 11:OO o'clock 
A. M. 

ROLL CALL: All members of the Committee were present. 

CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No, 66: An act creating a fire ser- 
vices training school. 

Representative Bertelsen, House District 27, as co-sponsor of the 
Bill, in absence of Rep. Robbins, was called on to present his 
testimony. He stated an Interim Committee investigating fire 
problems throughout the State found the Great Falls school es- 
tablished about 20 years ago and thereafter put into the Vocational 
Technical School was having trouble. This Bill would separate 
the fire school from under the State Superintendent and put it 
under the Board of Public Education and allow for its own advisory 
board. In 1975, they trained about 2,300 fire fighters who went 
through 30 to 40 hours of intensive training, but because of the 
large area included, they were not fulfilling their responsibilities 
He further stated insurance organizations supported this, in addi- 
tion to the various agencies throughout the State involved in fire 
fighting. 

Proponents of the Bill included: 

James Macklin, Fire Services Training, Great Falls, who explained 
the problem of trying to operate under the present Vocational 
Technical Center when there was a conflict of interests between 
the local resident students and those who have different priorities 
because of coming from all over the State. 

Dave Fisher, representing the Montana Volunteer Firemen's Assoc. 
and Fire Chief's Association, State Director of Firemen's Train- 
ing, stated that they had been trying for 6 years to get satis- 
factory legislation passed for a fire training school; that this 
was the best Bill so far and hoped it would be successful. 

Thomas Selleck, Helena, Montana, State Fire Marshall supported 
House Bill No. 66. 

Art Korn, Butte, Montana, representing the Montana State Volunteer 
Firemen's Association, told the Committee there were about 6,000 
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volunteers needing training and hoped for a do pass on this Bill. 

Glen Drake, Helena, Montana, represehting the League of Cities 
and Towns and the American Insurance and Bonding Associations, 
stated his support of the Bill. 

Les Nilson, Great Falls, Mont., Montana State Firemen's Associa- 
tion, stated that training is very important and continues through- 
out a firefighter's career; that they must have some additional 
training every year and this 1egislati.on would facilitate meeting 
these requirements. 

No witnesses appeared in opposition to the Bill. 

The Chair then called for questions by the Committee, and the Bill's 
accompanying Fiscal Note was discussed, with Senator Fasbender 
explaining that there were on-going costs included in the Note, 
along with the additional funds necessary to expand the program; 
so, part of the $810,000 is for the continuing cost of operating 
the fire training school as it now exists and is a little mis- 
leading as to the actual expense of implementing this Bill. 

To questions raised by the Committee regarding charging for the 
fire training school, Mr. Macklin explained there was only one 
commercial fire fighting organization in the State at present and 
that was in Billings which would send people to be trained at the 
school and for which they could charge for the training; but due 
to businesses like the coal fields opening up, there may be an 
increase in these private organizations. 

Senator Smith questioned Mr. Macklin regarding the fire trucks 
used at the fire training school, and was told they were equipped 
with all the necessary hand tools and equipment and breathing ap- 
paratus so the men could become familiar with such equipment; and 
that the school trains fighters on their own district's trucks. 

In closing, Representative Bertelsen said that he hoped the Com- 
mittee would 1ook.beyond the change in departments and think of 
this matter in the light of saving lives with better-trained per- 
sonnel. 

Mr. Macklin was asked by Senator Warden if insurance rates would 
be lowered because of this type of legislation; he replied that 
probably not directly, but when the fire bureau graded the city 
and gave a more favorable rating, then insurance rates might be 
reduced. 

Senator Fasbender questioned why this legislation was necessary 
as the fire school was presently under the Board of Public Educa- 
tion through the Vocational Technical designation. Dr. Larry Key, 

k 
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from the Board of Public Education, replied he thought the prob- 
lem arose with the handling of fpnds as they went to the State 
Superintendent's office for digbursement rather than to the Board. 

The Chair closed the hearing on House Bill No. 66. 

DISPOSITION OF SENATE BILL No. 271: Senator Blaylock suggested -- --- 
amending the Bill to show an increase of 12% and 12% which would 
leave some room for bargaining) considerable discussion followed 
relating to what amount of increase in the school foundation pro- 
gram would receive the most favorable response. Senator Fasbender 
h a n d e d  out schedules showing the funding levels of public schools 
and explained the figures; it was mentioned the new State apprais- 
als would make a difference in the amount of money raised and thdt 
something should be done with the Bill as it had to go into Fi- 
nance & Claims Committee for appropriation. 

Senator Boylan moved that the Bill be amended to show a 10% in- 
crease in the schedule for each year of the biennium, the actual 
figure amendments being as shown on the Standing Committee Report 
attached; this motion was seconded and carried by unanimous vote 
as a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 

FURTIIER CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL No. 69: Senator Mathers suy -  
gested a Senate resolution asking for a thorough study of the vo- 
cational education program during the next two years so that testl- 
mony from the various interest groups could be compiled and have 
some input directly from the vocational education centers and 
high schools, so the Committee would have the basic facts un  w h i c h  
to base their decision. Mr. Wm. Ball, ~irector of the Montana 
Advisory Council for Vocational Education, stated his a y e n c y  had 
been studying the program for about 5 years and that tho Commit tee  
had been supplied with a copy of the report was is entitled "Mon- 
tana Advisory Council 7th Annual   valuation Report, December 1976, 
for Vocational Education", along with a copy of their "Govc1:ndnce 
of Montana's Vocational Education, April, 1976". 

Further discussion touched on funding of vocational education p lo -  
grams and how the proposed change in structure might dffcct fedc . rLt l  
funding, the pros and cons of a study committee and how tht> p r o -  
posed change of governance would affect the employment of p r e s e n t  
personnel. 

The  Chairman asked if the Committee wished to take action at thls 
time on House Bill 69, which was declined. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:OO 
o'clock P. M. 

Chet ~ l a ~ l o c k f  chairman 
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STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 

. . ...,.....,. ..................... .??+.b.r,!!a~y.. .a 2.. I 97 T! 
Bill Clerk 

MR. ..... !?lf@.@.A@%n.t.r .............................. 

we, your committee on ................................ $'V.M2XxQY ............................................................................................. 

..... ............................................................................................ having had under consideration @.mATg... Bill NO. ..27.k.# 

SmATE ........ ........................................................................................................... Respectfully report as foliows: That I NO.?.% 

Introduced B i l l ,  be ruaradd as follcmrr 

3.. Anuend page I, saction 1, x b .  24. 
Follsvi ng t "4 08r6%33m 
Striker "$11,023" 
Insert; 

2. Mend page 2 ,  sectSon 1, line 3 .  
Following: *f9Br613)n 
S t r i k e :  "$TI 827'' 
Inliert: 

3 .  Amend gage 2, section 1, lfne 4. 
F s l l w i n g :  "f$368+" 
Strike? R$461" 
Insert: "$446. 30-w 

STATE PUB. CO. 
Helena, Wont. 

........................................................................................... .... 
Chairman. 

. . 
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4. Amend page 2, reation 1, line ). 
Following; * f + t 3 ~ 8 5 3 + ~  - 
Strike: "$15 3.76' 
Insert; "$-. 7OW - 
5. Amend page 2 ,  s s a k i ~ a  1, line 9. 
Pollowinsr "46360)'" - 
S t r i k e :  n$461"  
Insert i "m. 30" 

6, mend page 2, owt ion 1, line 15. 
Faflowing: *46&et9i!4jn 
Strike: "$24 226" 
Inearti ~E$TS* 

7. Amend page 2 ,  aection 1, line 16. 
Following: "ffi3P5r48)' - 
S t r i k e :  "$288.65" 
Inssrtr 

8. Amend page 2, section I t  line 25. 
Pollowing: Ifm 24 

9. Amcarnd page 3#  section 1, lina 1. 
Fallowfngr "$Ct$%+*  
Strike: "$1.04" 
Inserts "$m* 

10. ibrn(~n\l page 3,  aection 1, liae 5. 
Pollowinst "f6383rWtm - 
Striker "$1,008.36" 
Insert: n9976.25v 

11. -end page 3 ,  seetion 1, line 6 .  
Followingr m$$r34*R 
Striksz "8.95' 
Znsert t *KW 

- 
Striker '$818.30" 
Insert: ' $ ~ *  
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23. h o n d  page 3 ,  seation 1, line 21. 
Following; "-f049r@52)' 
S t r i k e :  
Insert; t 

$4. h a n d  page 3, seution I, line 24, 
Fsllswingr Hf6Sy6C4jc 
Strike: "$2,618.80a 
Inaerti 'ri 
15. Amend page 3 ,  meation 1, line 25, 
Pollowfngt *4$&&ofS+* 
S t r i k e :  "$14.30"  
Inaort r " $ST%Zw 

16. Amend page 4 ,  sectfan 1, l ine 4 ,  
Fallowing: *f$&~86Sr88+* 
Striker "$2  390* 
Insert: .-. IS" 

17. Amend page 4, seation 1, line 6, 
Fallowingt "=f9?%+&5+" 
Striket "$14.3Ow 
Insert: "§13.$2" 

18. Amend page 4 ,  seation 1, lino 10. 
Fallowing t " f @ar% 9Q+@ 

19. Amend page 4, seation lr line 11. 
Follwingr n+$&rQ6+* 
Btrfket "$2.38* 
Ineertm "#mm 

Striker -"$1.31~ 
I nwert r "mw - 
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S e n a t t :  H i l l  2 7 1  

F e b r u d r y  2 2 ,  1 9 1 7  

22 .  Amend page 4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  20 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  l i n e  1 9  
Strike: "$1,162" 
Insert: "$1,1.25.3-5" 

23.  Amend page 4, s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  2 1 ,  
F o l l o w i n g :  "f$:f9+" 
Strike: 11$.24" 
Insert: : 1 1 $ . 2 3 "  

2 4 .  Amend p a g e  4 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  2 4 .  
Yo1 l o w i n s :  "4  $05&~&Bt" - 
Strike: " $ 1  1-- 090"  
Insert : " $ 1 , 0 5 6 , 3 5 "  ---- 

2 5 .  Amend p a g e  5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, line 12. 
1>o1 l o w i n q :  " + $ 9 ~ 3 5 3 j "  - 
S t r i k e :  " $ 1 2 , 2 9 5 "  - ---- 
Insert: " $ 1 1 , 7 4 6 "  --- 

26. & ~ ~ e n d  p a g e  5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  16. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "f$9i383+" 
S t r i k e :  " $ 1 2 , 2 9 5 "  
Insert: " $ 1 1 , 7 4 6 "  

2 7 .  Amend p a g e  5 ,  section 1, l i n e  17. 
F o l l o w i n g :  " f  6485~?8+~ 
S t r i k e :  "$514"  
I n s e r t :  "$490 .90"  - 

2 8 .  Amend p a g e  5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  2 2 .  
Following : " f  $ & 3 ~ 3 5 8 + "  
Strike: " $ 1 6 , 9 2 1 "  
I n s e r t :  "$16,164.10" 

29.  Arnend p a g e  5 ,  s e c t i o n  1, line 2 4 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  line 23 
S t r i k e :  "$514"  
I n s e r t :  "$490 .90"  -- 

30.  Amend p a g e  6 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  5 .  
Followi.ncl: " 4 6 2 5 ~ 3 2 6 % "  

d 

S t r i  kc: "$27 ,012"  
I n s e r t :  " $ 2 5 , 8 0 4 . 5 0 "  
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31. Amend page 6, section 1, line 6. 
Following: "fS234;10)" 
Strike: "$321.84" 
~ n s e r t :  "$307.45" -- 

32. Amend page 6, section 1, line 15. 
Following: line 14 
Strike: "$1 I- 194" 
Insert: "$1,142.70" -- 

33. Amend page 6, section I, line 16. 
Following: "fqr92)" 
Strike: "$1.16" 
Insert: " $ $ "  -- 

34. Anlend page 6, section 1, line 20. 
Fol.lowing : " f  $883r58+" 
Strike: " $ L L 2 4 . 4 O u  
Tnsert: "$1,075.50" 

35. Amend page 6, section 1, line 21. 
Following: "f6r64j" 
Strike: "$1.06" --- 
Insert: "$1.02" -- 

36. Amend page 7, section 1, line 1, 
Following: "$6320r28+" 
Strike: "$312.40" 1 

Insert: '$871.50" --- 

37. Amend page 7, section 1, line 12. 
Following: ''f655T293+" 
Strike: "$70,080" 
Insert: "m?' 
38. Amend page 7, section 1, line 15. 
Fol.lowing : "++2r304+" 
Strike: "$2,920.20" 
Insert: "$2,788.20" - 

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1 9 7 7  

39. Amend page 7, section 1, line 17. 
Foll.owi.ng: line 16 
Strike: "$15.95" 
Insert: "$15.2GU 



4 0 .  An1t:11d p a y e  7 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  20.  
k'o11 o w i r ~ c j  : " f  $2T3f )3 )"  
S t l - i k e :  " $ 2 , 6 6 5 "  --- 
I~lscr t :  " $ 2 , 5 4 5 "  -- 
4 1 .  A I I I G ~ ~  page 7 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  22 .  
b ' o 1  lowing: "fe.32.;-53)" 
S t r i k e :  "$15 .95"  --- 
I n s e r t :  "$15 .  20" -- 
4 % .  Alllend page 8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  1. 
Fol lowiny :  "f$+.7319+" 
S t r i k e :  " $ 1 , 7 0 8 "  --- 
i n s e r t :  " $ 1 , 6 3 3 "  

4 3 .  Amend page  8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  2 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " f 6 2 ~ 3 0 + "  
S t r i k e :  "$2 .65"  
1111scfrt: "$2 .  54" 

4 4 .  A m e n d  page 8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  6 .  
Fo l  l o w i n g :  " f  $4s339)11 
S t r i k e :  " $ 1 , 4 4 3 "  
I n s e r t :  "$1 ,379"  -- 
4 5 .  Anlend p a g e  8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  7 .  
Fo l l .owing:  " f  G&r3.5)" 
S t r l k e :  " $ 1 . 4 7 "  -- 

I n s e r t :  "$1 .41"  

46.  Amend p a g e  8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  11. 
F o l l o w i n g :  "f$*i023)" 
S t r i k e :  " $ I . ,  296" -- 
I n s e r t :  " $ 1 , 2 5 8 "  

4 7 .  A m e n d  page  8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  12. 
F o l l o w i n g :  " f  $ ~ 2 & ) "  
S t r i k e :  " $ . 2 7 "  
I n s e r t :  " $ .  25" 

4 8 .  Amend page 8 ,  s e c t i o n  1, l i n e  16 .  
F o l l o w i n g :  " f $ 9 5 9 ~ 1 8 ) "  
S t r i k e :  " $ 1 , 2 1 5 "  -- 
I n s e r t :  " $ 1 , 1 6 3 "  

AND AS S O  AMENDED, DO PASS ------ 
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LA'& 
~ a e  ~ e b r u a r ~ A  1977 SENATE Bill No. 271 Time 

NAME YES NO 
I 

S e n a t o r  Ed Smith ,  Vice Chairman ! 1/ ! 
S e n a t o r  Che t  Blay lock ,  Chairman b'- 

S e n a t o r  George McCallum 1/ 

S e n a t o r  B i l l  Mathers b- 

S e n a t o r  Wil l iam E. Murray k- 
I 

S e n a t o r  Frank Dunkle I/ 

S e n a t o r  Pau l  Boylan 

S e n a t o r  B i l l  Thomas 

S e n a t o r  Margare t  Warden \ 

\r 

Sena to r  L a r r y  Fasbender  

J e n n i e  Lind 
Secretary 

1/ 

Chet Blaylock 

mtion:  S e n a t o r  Pau l  Boylan moved t h a t  Sena t e  B i l l  No. 271 BE 

AMENDED and a s  SO AMENDED, DO PASS; t h i s  motion was secorlded 

and c a r r i e d  by unanimous v o t e .  

(include enough infarmation on mDtion-gut w i t h  yellow oopy of 
camittee report.) 
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January 17, 1977 

The Honorable Jack Gunderson 
Montana House o f  Representat ives 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
He1 ena, Montana 59601 

Dear Representa t ive  Gunderson: 

The Un i ted  Student  Counci 1  s  f o r  Vocat ional  Educat ion (USCVE) would 1  i ke 
t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u b l i c l y  suppor t  House B i l l  S i x t y -N ine  (69),  
t o  w i t :  "...to a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educat ion t o  employ an 
execu t i ve  o f f i c e r  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  voca t i ona l  educat ion program f o r  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Montana." 

The USCVE i s  a  body o f  e l e c t e d  s tuden t  rep resen ta t i ves  from t h e  f i v e  
Montana voca t i ona l - t echn ica l  cen te rs .  We rep resen t  approximate ly  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  hundred (3,500) c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l  l e d  post-secondary voca t i ona l  s tudents  
i n  Montana. 

A t  o u r  most r e c e n t  meetings i n  B u t t e  and Great  F a l l s ,  the  USCVE was p re -  
sented w i t h  t h e  f a c t s  f rom b o t h  s ides  o f  t h i s  "governance" i ssue.  We 
were addressed by M r .  Gordon Warner, D i r e c t o r  o f  Vocat ional  S k i l l s  f o r  
t h e  OSPI. We were a l s o  addressed by Mr .  Richard Bennett ,  Chairman o f  
t h e  Vocat ional  Educat ion Committee o f  t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educat ion. Our 
debate o f  t h e  issues  brought  us t o  unanimous suppor t  o f  the  p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  Board o f  P u b l i c  Educat ion. 

The USCVE s t r o n g l y  suppor ts  HB69 and i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  
House o f  Representat ives,  t h e  Senate o r  any committee t o  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f y  
and d e f i n e  our  expecta t ions  o f  t h i s  new l e g i s l a t i o n  and our p a s t  experiences 
under the  c u r r e n t  governance by t h e  OSPI .  

The USCVE urges t h a t  t h e  Educat ion Committee, t he  House o f  Representat ives,  
and t h e  Senate vo te  "Aye" f o r  HB69. 

S ince 

C h r i s  B i r k e l o ,  Chairman 
U n i t e d  Student Counci l  f o r  Vocat iona l  Educat ion 

Students Promoting Post Seccnd~ry Vscc~fian~I Education 




